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AHHOTaAMSA
Ilomana B pgpyroit mup? 3aHsna MeCTO [pyrod, HO OYEHb
noxoxed Ha TeOs neBymku? HykHO TPUHATH Terepb ydyacTue B
UMIIepaTopckoM apakoHbeM oroope? Hy yx Her! K u€pry npakoHa ¢
ero orbopoM! MHe Hy)KHO OOpaTHO, B MOW MUp... Y MEHs TaM ellie
TUIaHbI OCTANUCh! A 3amMyX s He Xouy. .. OT coBa coBceM! BoT Tonbko
MoYeMy MHE KaKeTCsl, UYTO ITOT CaMbIid IPAKOH MEHS He OTITYCTHT, a?
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Pucka Boaxkosa
YépToB JpakoHHil 0OTOOP

IIpoJor

— YowmiicTBa mpomoiKamT mporucxoauth! OTaen 6e3omacHo-
CTH HE CHPABWICA C MOCTABJICHHOW 3a/1a4€l, — MPa4yHO IPOU3-
HEC KPaCUBBI TEMHOBOJIOCHI MYXUWHA, PACIIONOKUBIIUICS B
Kpecie.

B pyke oH aepxan KyOOK M3 TOHKOTO JPaKOHBETO XpycTals,
HAITOJTHEHHBI PyOMHOBOT'O IIBETa BUHOM.

— Coxarneto, Mot umrneparop. Otien 6e30MacHOCTH clesal
BCE€ BO3MOKHOE, UTOOBI PelInTh 3Ty Tpodsemy. Ho Mbl. .. Mbl He
BCECHJIBHBI, K COKAJICHUIO. .. — Tepe]l MyKYMHOUM CKJIOHWJIACh B
TIOKJIOHE THOKasl, CJIOBHO KOIIIKA, YePHOBOJIOCAS] JKEHIIIMHA.

Ha Heii Obu1a BoeHHast (popMa: OeTOCHEKHBIA KUTEIb C TTOr0-
HaMM, Ha KOTOPBIX CHSIIM KPYIHbIe 3Be3/bl, Oelible OpPIOKH, 3a-
TIpaBJICHHbIC B HAYMINIEHHBIE KOXaHble carord. Ha rpyam ee me-
penuBajCs BCEMU LIBETAMH PaIyrdl MelajbOH, C BbICEUEHHBIM
Ha Hell UMIepaToOpCKUM BEH3eJIeM, KOTOPbI O3HaYasl MPUYaCT-
HOCTh K POJ1y MpaBUTENS.

—Jlecnu. .. — My’XKYHMHA TTOAHSJICS, OKHM/IBIBAs IEBYIIKY STHTAp-
HBIM B3IJISIIOM. B ero riaszax, 3BeprHO-KeNThIX, OCOOEHHO BbI-
JeJislach BEPTUKAJIbHAS YepHAas TIOJIOCKa — 3pavyokK. — S 1axe He



COMHEBAIOCh, UTO ThI CIEJIala BCE BO3ZMOKHOE.

JKenmuHa nojkana ryosl.

— Ho HyxHO caenath erie Koe-4rto. .. — IPOIOIKUI UMIepa-
TOp. — Jleno youiiip! st BO3bMY B CBOU PYKH, HO MHE HYKHO, UTO-
Ob1 Ha TipezcTosieM OTOOpe HUKTO He TIOCTpaial, MOHUMAETh?

— Iporie ero oTMeHUTH! — JOBOJIBHO JEP3KO OTBETHIIA KEH-
nmHa. — Beem ot aToro craneT sierye!

— He cmory, — kauHys1 rojIoBOM MyK4MHA. — Thl € 3Haelllb,
YTO MHAYE s MOTEPSIIO BAACThb. VIHMIMALIMS JOIKHA TPOUTH, Kak
1 OBbLJIO 3aIUIAHMPOBAHO, Yepe3 Mecsll. K atomy MomeHTy s 1o1-
*eH OBbITh YKe jKeHarT.

— bpaiin! — nepenia Ha 60nee HepopMaIbHYIO peub OpIOHeT-
ka. — [IpezacTaBp, yto Oyner, eciiv Thl TaK U He HalIelIb YOIy ?
OH Besib BHIOMPAET KePTB JIIIb CPEIU TeX, K KOMY ThI TIPOSIB-
asiemnb ocoOenHoe BHUMaHue! Jlenm MapneH, 6aponecca Illupa,
nequ Monuka! Bee onu meptBbl! A 371€ch, Ha OTOOpE, ThI MOJ-
BEprHEIlb PUCKY TY, KOTOPYIO BbIOEpellb B jKeHbl! DTO He Ur-
pywku, bpain!

— 51 3Ha10! — PHIKHYJ MY>KUYHMHA, MOJABIIUCH Briepen. — U s ne-
pekuBaio He uyTh Oombliie TBoero! Ho Biacts MMniepun st otnath
HEe MOTry, JJake ecqii MoruOHeT moxuHa xeHmuH! [Totomy urto
Ha KOHY He JIIOJKMHA, a BHIOOP MEXy MUPOM U BOWHOM !

— Vopsamsiil gpakoH! — 3ammunena keHiuHa. — Ecim o Tom,
YTO MTPOUCXOAUT B TBOEM 3aMKE Y3HAIOT IJIaBbl IPYTUX KJIAHOB,
TO OHU OTKaXYTCs MPUCHLIATh Clofa CBoMX nodepeir Ha Otoop!
Tsl cam BoIpoens cebe Mormty!



— 3HauuT, KEHIOCh Ha Tebe! — yCMeXHYJICS My’KUMHA U TYT XKe
TIOJTyYWJT B OTBET HACYIUICHHBIN BH]] CBOEH COOECETHUIIBI.

— 51 He monepsxuBaio uHIecT, Opareir! Tak uTto Oyxenib Mex-
Jly TIpayKou U IIBeeH.

Myx4nHa 3acMesics MSTKUM OapXaTHBIM CMEXOM, a 3aTeM,
HIOHSIB, YTO CMEX HE K MECTY, IOCephEe3HE.

— [TpoksiATHIiA OTOOP. .. — porenTai oH. — JJaHb Tpaguimsm!
HukTO He cripammBaeT MeHs, enalo JU s BOOOIe KeHUThCs !
Homnr... ITponaau Bce mpornagom!

JKeHmmuHa yibIOHYIaCh.

— IlepexuBaellb, 4TO MOC/E KEHUTHObI HE CMOKEUIb TaK OT-
KPBITO YBUBaThcs 3a (pperinHamu’? He qymaeliib, 4To MOXelllb
KOTJIa-HUOY/Ib BIIIOOUTHCS TAK CUJTBHO, UTO yXKe He Oy/IelIb CMOT-
PETh HU Ha KOro Jpyroro?

— J171s1 3TOTO y 3TOM JKEHIIMHBI JOJKHBI OBITh TPU OCHOBHBIX
kavectBa, Jlecau: momuyanuBocTs, papdopoBas Kpacora U Io-
KOPHOCTb. BoJibllie oT Hee HU4Yero He Tpedyercs.

Jlecnn nokavasia rojaoBou.

— Tbl HU pa3y He modun!

— JIpakoHy-IIpaBUTEIIO 3TO HEe HYkHO. CKa3Ku Npo “UCTUH-
HBIX TIap, AUBUPKU” aBHO KaHy/IU B HeObITHE. Tak 4TO MO3BOJIb
MHE MPOCTO HACIAKAATHCS KU3HBIO TaK, YTOOBI 3Ta JKU3Hb HE
Melana MHe!

— MB&l Tak 1 He pemuiy npodnemy ¢ aeBymikamu. .. Kak cie-
JIaTh TaK, YTOOBl HUKTO U3 HUX He MocTpanan? — 3aKycuia ryoy
JKEHILMHA.



Myx4rHa yCMEXHYJICS.

— Haiinu MHe Takyio, KOTOpYIO 9Ta TBapb HE CMOXET YOUTb.
Ha Ot6ope ykaxellb Ha Hee, U sl HauHY yXakuBarb. Kak ToJbKO
ee MOIBITAITCSl YOUTb, 51 MoMalo YOUHIly U COTpY ero C Juiia
3emun. Hy a mocie criokoiHO BeIOEpY Ty, KOTOpasi MpUAETCs O
cepauy. MomyalMBylo ¥ KPacuBYIo.

— Uspesaembes, Oparen?! ['ne s Haiigy Ty, KOTOPYIO OH He
cMoxeT youTs?! 3axoTel B KeHbI )KEHIUHY-TOPHOTO Tposis?!

Bpaiin 3acmesics.

— 3710 TBO# padora! Uimu. XoTh 13 mpercnogHei 3abupai, HO
yepe3 HeJesio Heys3BUMasi [IeBYIIKA-HAKUBKA JIOJKHA ObITh Y
MeHs Ha Otoope!



I'maBa 1

— 291, Maiiku! 'oroBa? CerogHs Be4epoM Hallla }KU3Hb KPYTO
usMeHuTcs! — Mol gpyr CTac XJI0MHyY/I MeHS 1O IUIeYy.

Pebsita, crosBime psijiom, 3aceucrenu. Cerogas ans “Maii-
ku-Ctap” ObL1 0cOOeHHbIH IeHb. CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO JIET BBICTYII-
JIeHWH B 3a0erajioBKax, 0apax ¥ METpo, Mbl HAKOHEL! BbIiIEM Ha
OOMBIIYIO TUIOMIAAKY. Pagy 3TOro Mbl MOKEpPTBOBAIM CIUIIKOM
MHOI'YM!

— 41 rotoBa! — yBepeHHO ckazana g. — He nepexuBaire, pe-
0dTa, 51 He Mo/IBEe/y.

MaxHyna pyKo#, mporasich ¢ Apy3bsamu. Erie Obut moutu 1ie-
JIbIIA JIeHb /10 BBICTYIUIEHUs1. MHE HY)KHO ObLJIO MHOTOE YCHETh:
3aCKOYMTH B CAJIOH, 3a0paTh CBOE IUIAThe U3 MACTEPCKOIL. . .

3acnenmmia no yJauie, Ollyniasi, Kak OT BOJIHEHUS KOJIOTHUT-
cs cepaue. EcaM B TaKMX pa3gpbl3raHHBIX YyBCTBaX s BHIMAY Ha
CILIEHY, TO ITONPOCTY HE cMOry IeTh. HyKHO KaK-TO yCIIOKauBaTh-
col...

Hacrosnbko Obula B CBOMX MBICHISIX, UTO 3ajieia KOro-To Iuie-
YOM.

— W3BuHMTE, — OypKHYJIA MAITMHAIBHO 1.

Ho xT0-TO yaepxan MeHs 3a pyKy. S nogHsna B3misAn. Tem-
HOBOJIOCAs1 KEHIIMHA, THOKAast U U3SIIHAS, CJIOBHO KOIIIKA.

— Ilycrure, 4 e N3BUHWIIACH!

Ho oHna maxe OpoBbIO He TIOBeNa, JIMIIH CHIIbHEE CKajla MOIO



PYKY, a B CJIEIyIOII1I1 MUT BAPYT PE3KO TOJIKHYJIA, U 51 IPOBAJIU-
JIaCh B IUIOTHYIO, MIOYTH T'YCTYIO, ThMY.

B co3nanue s npuxonuia MeajieHHo. Bo-nepBbIX, MyunTe b-
HO XOTeJIOCh MUTh. BO-BTOPHIX, BCE TEJIO HBLIO U OONENO Tak,
OyaTo Obl 51 Helemo Oe3 OTIbIXa TSKEJOW aTIeTHMKON 3aHWMa-
nace. MIHTepecHo, uro npousouuio... Kaxercs, g cremmna Ha
KOHLIEPT... A 4to ObUTO NOoTOM? Kakas-To KeHIMHA cXBaTuia
MeHs 32 PyKY M TOJIKHY/Ia. MoxkeT, s ynana, cioMana cebe 4ro-
HUOY/b, ¥ TeNIepb HAXOXKYCh B OOJbHMIIE?

OTkppLia I1a3a, HOMOPIIMBILIKUCH OT sipKoro ceeta. Her. .. Ha-
BEpHOE, 3TO He OoNbHUIA. XOTS Obl IOTOMY, YTO B OOJBHMIIAX
OOBIYHO MaXHET JIEKAPCTBAMH, Be3jie Oesble NCTpenaHHble Mpo-
CTBIHM M OOIIIApIIaHHBIE CTEHBI. A 51 HAXOXYCh B KOMHATe, CJie-
JIAHHOW T0J] CPEIHEBEKOBBIN CTUJIb. KpoBaTh, Ha KOTOPOM £ Jie-
Ky, IPOCTO OrPOMHAsI, a MOCTENbHOE OeJbe — HACTOSIIUH HIEJIK.

Tak. Cron. MeHnd 4ro, noxutwin?! 910 mporpaMma po3bir-
PBILLI WIXA ITPOMCKY 3aBUCTHUKOB M KOHKYPEHTOB? !

Bcrana, HEBOJIBHO YyBCTBYA B TeJI€ IPOCTO Y)KACHEUIIYIO CJla-
60cTb. ['0N10Ba 3aKpyXUIach U 51 CXBATUJIACh PYKOM 3a CITUHKY
KPOBATH.

— I'me a? — npowenTana 1.

3ameTniia HarpoTUB ceOsl KaKoe-TO CTPaHHOe 3epKayo. Bot
3a0aBHO! OHO OTpa)ano COBCEM HE MOE OTPaXeHUe, He MUHHUA-
TIOPHYIO OPIOHETKY CO CTPUXKKOM Kape, a OCTICUTEIbHYIO JJTUH-
HOHOT'YI0 Kpacasully. Ee cBeTbie BOJIOCH!, IBETA PACIUIABIEHHO-



0 30J10Ta, OBUIM HACTOJILKO JJIMHHBIMU, YTO B HUX MOKHO OBLJIO
3aMyTaThCs TIPH XOAbOE.

— PanyHiienb Obl yIaBUIaCh OT 3aBHCTH. .. — CKa3aja s |, 3a-
METHB, KaK y OJIOHIWHKH 3allIeBeJIMIIUCh T'yObl, B yKace 3aopaa.

MaxHyna pykou, IpoBepsisi CBOIO JOTraKy. biloHIMHKa Toxke
MaxHyJIa.

Tak v ecTb! ITO OTpakeHUeE. .. DTa KEHIIMHA, YyKasi U HE3HA-
Komasl — 370 4!

He ycriena st OoTONTH OT 1110Ka, KaK Ha MOW KPUK SIBUJTMCh MOU
MOXUTHUTEJIU: BBICOKAs, 3pPEJIOro BO3pacTa, KEHIIMHA, CO CTSIHY-
THIMU B CBETJIbIA MYYOK BOJIOCAMM, Y TPY3HBIM U XMYPbIN TEM-
HOBOJIOCBIA MY>KYMHA.

— Mukenanc! — keHIMHA 1IarHy/ia KO MHE, B3BOJIHOBAHHO
ONISABIBAS JIUIIO. — YTO CIydrnsiock? MBI ClIbIIIaM, Kak Thl KpU-
yaja!

Mukenanc? Onu 310 cepbe3Ho? Her, B ClIeHUYECKOU JKU3HU
MEeHsI BCe Ha3bIBAJIM HEMHOT'O MOX0Ke — MakKu, HO K HaCTOsIIIIe-
My MMEHM 3TO MPO3BHILE HE MMeo oTHowmeHus. [lotomy 4to
3BasIM MeHs Buktopuei ' pomoBoi.

— 4l He MukenaHc! — caenana s OMbITKY.

7KeHmmHa BCruiecHy1a pyKamu.

— AX, 9TO BCe NPOKJIATOE NajeHue ¢ yomaan! OHa coBepIleH-
HO HUYETO He MOMHUT! — 3aKPbIB JIMIIO PyKaMU, OHa 3arijiakaa. —
U kak ee Tenepb OTIPaBIATH HAa OTOOP? DTO MPOCTO Mo3opwuiiie!
KoHTpakT Ha ee yuyacTue yxke MOMANUCAH, U Mbl TOIYYUIU BCIO
0OCIIaHHYI0 CYMMY KOMITCHCAITHA !



— Bepnem nmrmiepatopy A€HBIH, U CKaxeM, yTo Muke 00Jb-
Ha, — CKa3aJl MyXX4YMHa.

V KEeHIMHBI JaXke PYKH 3aTPSICIUCh, U OHA TYT K€ MPEeKpaTu-
Ja TIJIaKaTh.

— Kak... Kak 310 BepHeM JieHbru? — rojioc y Hee ApOrHyJl. —
S yxe 3akazana cebe MOKMHY HOBBIX TuiatkeB! U nuisnku, Be-
crop! 1 naxe konbe!

MyXuuHa CKpUITHYJT 3yOamu.

— Tol XxOTB KOTIA-HUOYAb TyMaellb O 4eM-HUOY/Ib, KPOMeE CBO-
ux OeckoHeuHbIX HapsnoB, Ctedanus?!

— Ho kak xe ObITh, Bectop?

4 Monuana, moHUMas, 4YTO ITH JIIOIU B MOU paccka3 O TOM,
YTO 51 — 3TO HE 51 BOBCE, HU 3a 4TO He nopepsAT. [1o moemy nmy-
HOMY OTBITY TaKHe JIIOJV BEPUJIH JIUIIIb JICHbraM U COOCTBEHHO
TYIMOCTH.

[Toxoxe, s o4eHb cuibHO Tonana. Emie Obl moHATh Kyma. 1
9TO %€ HaJI0, YTO BCE CIIYUMUJIOCh HAKAaHYHE MOETO BBICTYIUICHU !
4 Tak gonro muia k cBoer Meure! bpocuita MIHCTUTYT, TPECTUK-
HYI0 paboTy, JIHU HAIPOJIET MPOBOJISI HA OECKOHEUHBIX PEIeTH-
usx... M BOT, korga MeuTa Oblia y&ke MOYTH Y MeHsI B pyKax,
MEHS1 3aHECIIO B HEBEAOMYIO IIIYIllb, [1a €1lE U B UykKoe Teso!

— MBe1 3aHOBO BceMy HayuynM MUKeENaHC, — HAKOHEL BbIIAT
MykurHa. — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB y HAC eCTb ellle HeJiess A0 0Toopa.

— Henens?! — oqHOBpEMEHHO CKa3aju 51 ¥ Ta KEHIIMHA.

4, pazymeercs, Obla B IIOKE, IOTOMY 4TO JI0 MOETO BBICTYTI-
JIEHUS1 OCTaBAJIOCh BCETO Iapa 4acoB CKOPEe BCETO.



[Moka s rpei3na cebss U3HYTPU pa3pyIIUBIIMMUCS MeuTa-
MU, JKeHIIIMHA TOJIKOBAJIa BCe O KAKOM-TO OTOOpe, UMIIepaTope,
JIeHbrax, U B 00IIEM, HECJIa HECYCBETHYIO YYIIIb.

— AX, Muke, noporas! Kak xajb, 4TO Thl HUYETO HE MOM-
HUIIG. .. HO THI TOJKHA MOCTaparhesi, YTOObI KaK ClIeyeT Bce
YCBOUTH 3aHOBO, — oOpaTwiack ko MHe CtedaHusi, BUJIs, UTO s
HE MPOSIBJISII0 UHTEPEca K €€ TPECKOTHE.

[loaHsna Ha Hee B3I M HA MUT IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO OIAThH
3aKpyKUJIaCh ToJI0Ba. Bumumo, oT ooummst amorwmid. $1 nomarny-
Jlach, a MyXKUYWHa, IIArHYB KO MHE, MPUIEPXKal MeHsI, TOMOras
YCTOSITh Ha HOTaX.

— Hymato, uto MukenaHc ceyac HyHO €llle OTAOXHYTb. .. —
ckazan oH. — OOyueHre CMOXeM HauaTh 3aBTpa.

Onu yuum. 5 BepHyaach B MOCTENb, KPEMKO 3aKpbIBas I1a3a.
Ceituac 51 3aCHYy, IPOCHYCb, X 3TOT KOIIIMAp 3aKOHYMUTCS !

VBbI. 3aCHYTB-TO £ 3aCHyJIa, a BOT KOIZa MPOCHYJIACh YXKe
TIO3/IHO HOYBIO, TO, MPOIUIENIaB K OKHY OOCHIMH IATKaMH, yoe-
JIJIACh B TOM, YTO MOU XY/IINE OMaceHUsl MOATBEPIUIINCS.

— 51, ApsIBON AepH, TIOXOKe Ta camasl MOMaJaHKa, O KOTOPhIX
IUIIYT B JTIOOOBHBIX (PEHTE3U. .. — MPOIIenTana s, Is/s, Kak Ha
HeOe MepIIAoT YeThIpe JIYHBI: CHHSISI, KpacHasl, 3ejieHast U kKeJ-
TO-OpaH:KeBasl.



I'maBa 2

— ¢ BBIMOJTHMIIA Ballle opy4eHue, Mo umneparop. Ha ot6o-
pe OyneT eByIIKa, KOTOPYI0 HEBO3MOKHO YOHTb.

Bpaiin npuroaHsi OpoBs.

— Tol 31O cepbe3Ho? Ecnu yecTHO, s1 MOAYyMbIBaJ O TOM, YTO
Ortzen be3onacHOCTH HE CMOXKET CIIPABUTHCS C ITOW 3a/1auei.

— Jli1s1 Moero ot/ena HeT HEBO3MOKHBIX 3a/1a4, MO UMIIepa-
TOD.

My:x4MHa TPUILYPUIT B3I,

— Ho kak 5 y3Hato ee? Thl ke Jaiib MHe 3HaTbh, KTO OHa, Kak
MBI U JOTOBAPUBAJIUCH ?

JleByIlIKa KUBHYIIA.

— 3aBTpa, Koraa Bce codepyrtes, 1 0OHUMYy ee. Chenaio Buj,
YTO OIMMOIAch. ITO U OyJIET 3HAKOM.

MmniepaTop KUBHYIIL.

— Xoporuo. Kcraru, Thl ojydnsia MOe MUCbMO C YKa3aHUEM O
TOM, 4TOObI YCHJIMJIA OXPaHy BCeX AEBYIIEK, MPUOBIBAIOIINX HA
otoop? A xouy, yTOOBI MX JIMUHO BCTpevaa Mosi ctpaxa. Eciu
YTO-TO, YHacH He0O, CTyYUTCS C HUMH IO JOPOTe, IJIaBbl KJIAHOB
HaM 3TOro He MpocTAT. JJoBOMBHO OyJeT U TOro, YTO MO 3aMKY
OpOAUT 10 CHX MOP HEMOWMAaHHBIN yOuiIa.

Jlecin ycmexHynach.

— Otnen be3onacHOCTH yxke BbIIETWII JTIOIEN.

— OTIMYHO, — OH YyTh MOMEJIWII, & 3aTEM C JIOCAJION CiKall



KyJaku. — ['xeipoB youiina! Ecim Obl He OH, st ObI MOT' IIPOBECTH
0TOOp KaK ToJIaraeTcsi 1 BHIOpaTh cede JOCTOMHYIO JKEHY.

— Thl ke M3HAYAIBHO OBLT MPOTHB COOMIOACHUS TPAJAUIIUI. A
311€Ch BJIPYT 3aXOTeJl JKEHUThCS ?

— 4 u He xouy... [Ipocto HeMHOrO He 1o cebe, Koraa y Teos
3apaHee OTHUMAIOT KOJMYECTBO IMAHCOB, U B CYITHOCTH TPABO
BBIOOpA.

— Tak TbI U BbIOEpeEIIB, Opatr! — ¢ kKapom 3aBepuia ero Jlec-
. — HukTo He 3acTaBiisieT Te0s JKEHUThCSI Ha TOW, KOTOPYIO BbI-
Opana s1. [Tpocto TeGe HyXHO OyHeT yaenasTh el YyTh OOJbIie
BpEMEHHU, YTOObI 00€30TaCUTh BCEX OCTAIbHBIX. . .

Nmneparop nomopiuicsi. OTBET CECTPbI €ro He YCTPOUIL.

— Hapetocs, ona xots1 Ob1 XOpomienbkasi? Hukto He OyzeT ro-
TOM IEHSTh MHE HA MOM JyPHOM BKYC?

— HekpacuBbie 1 HEpOIOBUTHIE HA OTOOP HE TOMAIA0T, caM
3Haelllb.

— 3Hawp... — ckazan uMmneparop. — 1 Bce ke, MEHs BOJIHYET
KaKoe-TO MpeuyBCTBHEe. ByaTo Obl 3aBTpa JOIIKHO YTO-TO MPO-
W30UTH.

— DT0 JIOTUYHO. 3aBTpa Thl BCTPETHIIILCS CO CBOEH OymyIen
JKEHOM.

UYeproB apakonuii oroop! MHe Hy:)XHO B MOW MUp, cracaTh
“Maiiku-crap”, KoTopas uaet 6e3 MeHs Ha JHO, CJIOBHO Twura-
HUK! A BMECTO 3TOTIO s TPSICYCh B KapeTe, 3arpsikKeHHON YeTBEP-
KO OEJTIOCHEXHBIX JIOITAIeN U CYMTAI0 KaXK/IbIi TJIOTOK BO3/IyXa,



YTO MOTY CHIeJIaTh B 3TOM ITBITOYHOM YCTPOMCTBE MO] HA3BaHUEM
“Kkopcer”.

Henens B o01iecTBe MOMX HOBOOOPETEHHBIX POJICTBEHHUKOB
IPOIILIa HACTOJIBKO MPOAYKTUBHO. UTO MO/ KOHEI 51 YK€ Hauania
noj1o3peBaTh ceOsi B TOM, 4UTO 5 ISUCTBUTENBHO CIISTUNA, YIIaB
C KOHSsI, 2 MOSI )KM3Hb POK-/IUBHI Ha TUIAHETe 3eMJIsl — 9TO JIUIIIb
CKa304YKa, KOTOpyIo s cebe mpraymana.

Mbicu 3TV PUBOAWIIM MEHsI B YHBIHUE POBHO JIO TeX IOp,
MIOKa 51 B OJJH MPEKPACHBIN JIeHb HE HATKHYJIaCh B OMOMMOTEKE
Ha CTApUHHBIN (POJIMAHT, B KOTOPOM TMOBECTBOBAJIOCH O TAKUX XKe
NIOTA/IaHIIaX B IPyrve MUPHI, KaK U 5. IHOMUpsIHE MOSBIISUTACH
311eCh PEJKO, TPUMEPHO pa3 B Thicssuenerre. OIHAKO, Kaxa0e ux
TNIOSIBJICHHE 3HAMEHOBAJIO KaKue-HUOYIb YKacHble U MOTPSICAI0-
IIe MUP COOBITHSI.

[MosiBUBIIMIACS BO MHE ONTHUMM3M 3aCTaBUJ MEHSI KalHyTh
nyoke. § mpounTtana o ToM, YTO B AaJIEKOH JPEBHOCTU OJIHO-
My WHOMUPSIHUHY YJQJIOCh BepHYTbCsl foMoi. HoBocTh 3Ta Ha
MeHS TIPOU3BeJia OUeHb BOOAYIIEBIISIONIEe IEUCTBUE, OTHAKO, 5
JIOBOJIBHO OBICTPO CHHKJIA, IIOHSB, YTO MH(OPMAITUHN O TOM, KaK
MMEHHO eMy YJaJloCh 3TO cfiesaTh, Hurae Het. [1o kpaiiHeii mepe,
B TOW OMOIMOTEKe, KOTOpas Obljla MpeAoCTaBIeHa B MOE PacIio-
pSIKEHUeE.

KapeTy 4yTh KauHYJIO Ha OTHOM M3 yXaOOB.

— Ax, nequ BenbBet! Bbl He ymmommcs?

OT y4acTMBOro BUJIa CHJIEBINEN HATPOTUB KOMITAHbOHKH 3a-
JIOMUJIO 32 yIIAMHU.



— Bce B nopszke, Po3a. He Gecriokorics, — 51 Bce e posiBAJIa
BEKJIMBOCTb Y OTBEPHYJIACH K OKHY.

XoporIo e MeHsI BRIMYIITPOBAJIM 3a 3Ty Henemmo! Bowmm 6a-
30BbI€ 3HaHUSA KacaTeJIbHO MCTOPUM 3TOIO MHUPA, YAOCTOBEPH-
JIMCh B TOM, YTO f1 HE pa3yywyach YUTaTh U nucath ( yIUBU-
TEJILHO, HO f C JIETKOCTBIO Pa3roBapvBajla HA HE3HAKOMOM MHE
NIPE’kK e A3bIKE, SIMHJOPCKOM, U JAKe YATAJIA U [TUCAJIa HA HEM ).
Co MHO# pUIIIOCh TOBO3UThCS, BOMBasl IPaBUIIa ITUKETA, 3a-
TO TaHIIBI IAJTUCh MHE JIETKO ( B MOEH CIIEHUYECKOU Kapbepe va-
CTEHBKO TMPUXOAMIIOCH TpHOeraTh K yciayram xapeorpada ). A
BOT C BEPXOBOi1 €3/10i1 jiena 0OCTosIM O4eHb oxo. B cene s
He Jiepajiach OT cJjioBa “coBceM”. V1 HayuuTh MEHs 3a CTOJIb KO-
POTKHUI CPOK OKa3aJI0Ch HEBO3MOXKHO.

Kcrary, eme omHO OTKpHITHE OBLIO /ISl MEHSI B TOM, UTO B
9TOM MUpPe OOMTAIOT He coBceM Jioau. BepHee, moneii 3aeck mo-
IIPOCTY HET, IOTOMY 4YTO MUP HACEJIEH MarnyeCKUMHU CYIIEeCTBa-
MU, TAKUMH, KaK TPOJUIU, OPKH, THOMBI, Tb(GBI... A DIUHIOP
HACeJIAIM JPAKOHBI. V1 MMEHHO NPEICTaBUTENIbHULIEH STOU PACH
obl1a Mukenanc. Hy, To ectb, nmomyyaercs, uto Terneps . [Ipas-
Ja, oOpaiiarbcsl B 3TOro AUKOBUHHOIO 3BEPsI MOIJIU JIMILIb MY K-
4yKHBl. JKEHIIMHBI 10BOJILCTBOBAJIUCH JIMIIIb Maren Orus, KOTo-
pasi y MeHsI POsIBIISIACh OYeHb ¢1ad0, M CIOCOOHOCTSIMU K Jie-
BUTALIUM.

3a Hezjemo Moero oOyueHus s Tak ke y3Hajla O TOM, YTO O
CBOEM MHOMMPSIHCTBE 3/€Ch JIyyllle HE pacipocTpaHAThCs. Jlo-
Y PearupoBaJId HA CTOJIb PEJKUX MPUILEIBLEB U3 APYIMX MHU-



POB HEOTHO3HAYHO, M TIOPOW JJake arpecCHBHO... [la v K ToMy
e, C MOMMH HOBOOOPETEHHBIMH POTUTEISIMHU 00 3TOM pa3roBa-
puBaTh ObUIO OECTIONE3HO.

B o61ieM, 5 IOHsJIA, YTO HA YbIO-TO TTOMOIIIb ST BPSIL JIU pac-
CUUTBIBATh CMOTY, a MyTh JOMOU MPHUIETCS MCKATh CAMOCTOS-
TesibHO. ITycTh U B 3aMKe CTPAIIHOrO U YKaCHOTO JIPaKOHa, Ha
0TOOp K KOTOPOMY OTIIPABUJIA MEHS 3a00T/IMBbIC POJICTBEHHU-
KWA. A ecly TpoIle cKa3aTh, TO MPOJaiu. 3a BeChMa HEMATYIO
CyMMy.

HeBoNbHO YCMEXHYBIIUCh KOPBICTHOCTU poauTeier Muke-
JIaHC, HEBOJIbHO BCIIOMHHJIA COOCTBeHHYI0 Mamy. WHTepecHO,
Kak oHa ceituac Tam? [lepexuBaer Moe ucuesHoBenue? Vm xe
MOE TeJIO 3aHsiJIa HacTosas jieay BesbBer, u Tereph mbITaeTcs,
TaK Xke, KaK U 51, BKUThCS B POJIb?

OrtBera Ha 3TOT BOINpOC 51 He 3Haa. [lepe/io MHO#I Tereph Ma-
SIYUJIO BEChbMa CTpaHHoe Oyayiiee. M Bce OHO JOIKHO OBLIO CO-
CTOSITh U3 MOMNBITOK HAWTH MyTh JOMOM.

S1 crpowmia Gomblivie TUIaHBI HA UMIIEPAaTOPCKYI0 OUOTHOTEKY.
B03MOkHO, TaM HAlETCS YTO-TO, YTO TIOMOKET MHE BEPHYThCSI.
HagepHoe, TOJIBKO pajiv 3TOTO 5 XOTeNa CKOpee OTIPaBUThCS HA
9TOT 0TOOp. Bee ke ocTanbHOe MeHsl He MPOCTO IMyrajo, a Mpu-
BOAWIIO B yxkac. OcoOeHHO, eciii HayaTh AyMaTh O TOM, UTO $I
MOTY KaKMM-JIH0O 00pa3oM ceOst BhIIATb.

Kapera Bipyr mojckoumsia Ha OuepeTHON KOUKe, a 3aTeM U
BOBCE OCTAHOBHUJIACh.

— Yt0 Chayumnoch? — HampsKeHHO CIPOCHJIA sI, HEBOJIBHO



BCIIOMUHAs1, KaK B KHUrax O MOMaJlaHKax Kak pa3 Ha 9TOM MecTe
HavaJioch Obl Kakoe-HUOyIb HaraieHne pa300MHIKOB.

— Ceituac nocmoTtpio, — xpadpasi Po3a Bbuie31a U3 KapeTsl U
MOYTH TYT K€ BEPHYJIACH.

— 910 umnepckas oxpaHa. OHM pelMIM JMYHO BCTPEYaTh
BCEX HEBeCT. DTO 3HaK ocoboro pacrnonoxeHus: Ero Bemmye-
cTBa!



I'nmaBa 3

Ocratok JH# 4 TpsAcjach B Kapere. BrieuatieHui OT noe3aKu
MOJTy4MJia CTOJIBKO e, CKOJIBKO M CUHSIKOB Ha Ka3eHHOM 3aHU-
1e. A erre ObIJIO )KYTKO TYIIHO. MaJio TOro, 4To KOPCeT CIaBHIT
BCE KUIIIKH, TaK €Ille ¥ C MPOBETPUBAHUEM KapeThl TYT SIBHO ObI-
JIM TIPOOJIEMBI.

Tak 4TO, KOrja Mbl, HAKOHELl, OCTAHOBWJIUCh, U 51 yCIIbIIIIAJIa
KPUKH Kydepa O TOM, YTO MpUeXaju, TO 5, He pa3ayMbIBasi HU
MUHYTBI, pacriaxHyJa IBepIly ¥ BHIBAJIUIACH HA YIIUILY C KPUKOM:
“BO3AYX”! ! Tak ymayHo, 4TO MPsIMO HAa PYKH K KaKOMY-TO
MY>KUMYKY B TApaJHOI (hOpMe, KOTOPBIii SIBHO HE O:KUAAIT OT Me-
HS1 IONOOHO! TPBITH.

Boo0i1ie-T0, HaBepHOe, OH XOTeJI FAJIAHTHO PacIlaXHyTh Mepe-
JI0 MHO¥ JIBepb, HO €i e MOy YrI 110 JIOY, a B KauecTBe Harpabl
32 CMEJIOCTh — MEHSI.

Harmma mo3a 6pu1a BecbMa JBYCMBICIICHHAs. Bosich, UTo o yma-
1y, MyKUMHA TpUJepKal MEHs pykaMmu 3a nosicHuiyy. “Henos-
Kasi MUHYTKa” 3aTSATMBAIACh.

— 4 pan, nenu Benpset, uro Bo3nyx Humepana nmpoussen Ha
Bac MojoOHoe, Heu3riaauMoe Brieyarienre. Ho, MoxeT, BbI Bce
e OTITYCTUTE MOETO Jlakesi? — pa3fasics psaoM UyTh pa3IpakeH-
HBIN TOJIOC.

Jlakeit TyT xe yOpan OT MeHsI CBOU PYKH, a 5 clenaya s
BEPHOCTHU IIar B CTOpoHY. M TOJNIBKO TOrAa CMOIJIa MOIHSTDH TO-



JIOBY M TOCMOTPETh HAa HEOKUJIAHHOTO COOeCceHUKa. DTO ObLI
BBICOKMM Myk4nHa. Kpacussii. Ho He cma3nmMBOM BHENIHOCTH,
a HaoOOpOT, OT HEro BesijI0 YeM-TO UCTUHHO MYKCKUM, MOYTH
3BEpUHBIM. XOT, YeTO YK TYT CKPbIBATh, 71432 Y HEro ObUIM Kak
pa3 3BEpUHbIE — KEeJTble, C BEPTUKAIBHOW MOJIOCKON — 3pAYKOM.
OnHu BecbMa COYETAIUCh C €0 TEMHBIMU, CJIOBHO caMa HOYb, BO-
Jl0caMu, COOPaHHBIMU B CJIOKHYIO KOCY Ha 3aTbLJIKE.

— IIpocture! — nuckHya f, 3aMETUB HACMEUIKY Ha JIMLIE Y
MY>KUMHBI, HO B3IJIs11a HE OTBEJIA.

['oBoOpAT, UTO €cu NepecMOTPETh 3Bepsl, TO MOKHO MMOJYH-
HUTb €ro pa3yM. A BIPYT U C 3TUM MYKUMHOH cpabotaetr? Beap
OH — JIPaKoH.

MyXurHa BHOBb YCMEXHYJICSI U TIPOTSHYJI MHE PYKY, 3aTsIHY-
TYIO TEMHOM 3aMIIEBOY NIEPYATKOMU.

— Wmneparop Dnunpopa, 3emenb Cymepeunbix [pakoHOB,
Kus3p Auraproro Knana, bpaitn Paxappact Dcsup. Pan Bariie-
My TipuObITHIO HA MO OTOOP.

Kaxercs, s nokpacHena.

He npuBbIkinias K moqoOHBIM paclIapKUBaHUsIM, BCE Ke BJIO-
’KIJ1a CBOIO JIAJIOHb B €rO0.

Ero BaxHelimecTBo ObLT TaK MU, JOOP U CUATEIIEH, UTO Jaxe
IIPOBOAIMJI MEHS 10 OTBEAEHHON KOMHATHI U TOXeJall yAaud Ha
otOope, BPyUUB MEHSI B PYKH JBYX ITOMOIITHUII.

Moto koMIaHbOHKY, P03y, mocenunm B cMEXHOU cO MHOU
KOMHaTe, U OHa yIIIJIa pa30MpaTh YeMOJIaHbl, B TO BpeMs KakK s
CITyIIaja Kypc MOJIOIOro OOMIa B OTYasTHHOW BOWHE 3 JISTKKY U



nedyeHs Ero Besnmuecrsa.

B kypc nena MeHs1 BBOAMIIM Te camble MTOMOIIHUIIBL. OHa Obl-
JIa pelkeHbKasi U Oolikasl, ee 3B Hukku, apyrasi, TOJICTEeHbKast
— [Honuuerns.

Ot HUX f y3Ha/Ia, YTO B OTOOpE MPUHUMAIOT yJacTHe ABEHa-
ALaTh YYaCTHUII, TOCEIHEeN U3 KOTopbix Obuta s1. Ceromus, de-
pe3 mapy 4acoB, HAaC BceX JOJUKHBI Oblid cobpath B “KomHare
Berpeu”, rae Mbl JOJIKHBI Oy/1eM TO3HAKOMUTLCS APYT C IPYToM,
a Tak ke HEMHOTO paccKas3arbh 0 ceOe MMIeparopy TakK, YTOObI
€My ITOHPaBUTbHCA.

Eciu decTHO, TO “NOHpaBUTHCA” Yy MEHS He ObUIO HUKAKOTO
)KeJIaHUsA. A BOT IONACTh B MECTHYIO OMOIMOTEKY — 3TO J1a.

Ho neBouku ckaszaiy, 4To JOIMYCK MOXET Ty BbIAATH JIMILIb
umrneparop. [lostomy B Moer rosose co3pes Koe-Kakou IUIaH.

“IIpencraBUThCS Tak, YTOOBI MIOHPABHUTHCS MMIIepaTopy” —
3T0 OBLJIO TIEpBOE 3a/laHue Ha oToope. U, eciin 4ecTHO, s TOIBKO
ceivac, CIyCTsl Mapy 4acoB, MOHsIIA, HACKOJIBKO MO-CBOEMY €ro
BOCITPUHSLTU BCE YYACTHHMIIBI.

Hac 6bU10 ABEeHaIIaTh, JIOKUHA, U BCEX yCAWIM HA JUBaH-
YHMKH, PACCTaBJICHHBIC 110 KPYTY, B IPOCTOPHON KOMHarte. B 1ieH-
Tpe e Hee HaXOJWJIKCh JIBa Kpeciia, CTOSIBIIUE JAPYT HAIIPOTUB
Jpyra.

3TO HAIIOMHWJIO MHE 9K3aMEHbl B MHCTUTYTE, U 51 HEBOJILHO
noexuiace. OrnryieHne OblIo THEeTYyIIee.

Herpomkuii XJIONOK JIBEpU BO3BECTHJI O MPUOBITHH UMITEpPa-



Topa. OH KOPOTKO HaM KHBHYJI, HE CTaB TOJIKATh JJIUTEIbHYIO
MIPUBETCTBEHHYIO PeUb, U MOJOLIEN K OTHOMY U3 Kpeces B LIeH-
Tpe, B KOTOpoe 3areM cel. [Ipurnaniaiorie MaxHyi1 pyKOu.

— Jlenu Cenecra u3 Knana PyouHoBbIX [IpakoHOB! — KpUKHY-
Jla pacropsiIMTeNIbHULIA, CTATHAsI CyXOBaTas ama.

OpHa U3 JeByIIEK, C OTHEHHO-PBIKMMU BOJIOCAMM, IOAHSJIACH
Y TIPOLIECTBOBAJIA K MPOTUBOMOIOKHOMY KPECITy.

3amerunna, Kak ycMexHyJscs umieparop. beuio ¢ vero! Ha-
CTOJIBKO OTKPBITBIX TUIAThEB J1aKe B MOEM MUpE He Hocuu. Her,
Bce OBUIO MPWJIMYHOM JIJIVHBI, JIO TIAT, KaK ¥ noyaraercst. Ho atu
pas3pesbl, U criepeiy, 1 o 00Kam, ¥ Ha CIIMHe HABOJIWJIM Ha OTpe-
JeJjieHHble MbICIA. OTHIOIb HE CaMOTO MTPUJIMYHOTO poAa.

— Jlenn Cenecra, g1 paj 3HaKOMCTBY C BaMH, — KOPOTKO CIIO-
KOMHBIM TOJIOCOM CKazall ummeparop. Pacckaxure HEMHOro o
ceOe.

— O cebe?

Buaumo, k ToMy, 4TO el IpuAeTcsi OTKpbIBaTh elnie v pot Ce-
Jiecta oKasajach He rotosa. [locie mapbl-TpoMKH HE OYEHb CBS3-
HbIX (ppa3 AeBylIKa Obl1a OTHYIIEHA C MUPOM, 2 HA CMEHY ei
NpUIILIa OYepelb CBETIIOBOJIOCOM U MBIITHOBATOW OJIOHAMHKH —
seau HecBumb 3 Kinana OnanoBbIX JpakOHOB.

Ora AeByIIKa AOBOJIBHO MUJIO MOOOIIANIACH C UMIIEPATOPOM,
YTO-TO paccKasbiBasi 0 cede, ¥ ObUIO BUIHO, YTO OH OCTAJICS JIO-
BOJIEH.

S HaGomaa 3a BCeM STUM JICCTBOM Oe3 JIMIITHEero UHTepe-
ca, MPOyMbIBasi COOCTBEHHYIO peub. [1oka s pa3mblluisiia Hajl



COOCTBEHHOU CIOCOOHOCTBIO K KPACHOPEUUIO U Xapu3Me, Mpo-
IIUTH e1lie JBe IeBYIIKY — jieau Mpuca, Opronerka u3 Kinana Uzy-
MpyaHbIX [IpakoHoB 1 OoHauHKa U3 Kinana [IuTprHOBBIX.
3arem Obl1a odepenp elle onqHou OpioHeTku. Ee 3Banu Ara-
TeJlb 1 HEBO3MOXHO OBbUIO ee He 3aroMHUTh. [loTomy 4to oHa
Opana cBOell HE3aBHCHMMOW W TOPHAOM OCAHKOH, MOYTH KOIIa-
Ybell rpaluer 1 cCaMOyBEPEHHOCThIO. A ellle OHa o0Jajaia TOM-
HOM, MOYTHU 3HOMHOM KpacoTor. MHe MmoKa3ajioch, UTO UMIepa-
TOPY-APAKOHY OHA MOHPABWJIACH TOPA3/10 OOJbIIE OCTATIBHBIX.

— Jlemn Mukenanc n3 Knana ABaHTIOpMHOBBIX [IpakoHOB! —
KOrJa OOBSIBIIIM MOE UM, 51 HE Cpa3y Ha HEro CpearupoBaa, Ha
MUT PACTEPSIBILIUCh, U BCE ellle MpeObIBasi B Pa3IyMbsiX.

— Jlenn MukenaHc. .. — MOBTOPWIA MOE UMS U 1, CIOXBATHUB-
LIKCB, TTOCTICIINIIA K KPECIy.

— Paj 3HakomcTBY ¢ Bamu, e Mukenanc Benbser, — ipo-
W3HEC 3ayYEHHO UMIIepaTop, CKy4alolllM B3IJISIIOM CKOJIb3sl 110
MOEMY JIUILY.

— 4 ToXe paja 3HAaKOMCTBY C BaMHU... — [IPOM3HECTA 5, UyB-
CTBY$1, KAK HAUMHAI0 HEPBHUYATb.

Bot TouHO omyieHue, OyaTo Ha 9K3aMeHe HaXOXKych, a He
Ha oTOOpe MpeKpacHbIX HeBecT! Kak Ha3/10 U3 roIoBbI BBUIETENIO
BCE, UTO 51 cCOOMpalach CKa3arh.

— Pacckaxure HemHoro 0 cebe. ..

Hy Bot. Hauyanock. Y mouemy y MeHs1 Mypaiiku 1o crivHe Oe-
ryT OT ero B3rsga? M3yyvaroiero, CloKOMHOIO. . .

— Y Bac MHTepecHbIE I71a3a. .. — 3a4eM-TO CKa3aJja 5.



3amMeTniIa, Kak TeMHast OpOBb B3JIeTea BBEPX.
— Iompinen. Cracn6o 3a koMmIumameHT. U Bce ke, MHe OBl XO-
TEJIOCh Y3HaTh YTO-HUOY/Ib O BaC...



I'nmaBa 4

MHe cTOMII0 OrpOMHBIX YCHIIUI cOOpaThesi ¢ MbICTsAME. OTue-
TO-TO 3TOT PacciaadIeHHO-CIIOKOWHBIN B3IJIs COMBAJT U 3aCTaB-
JI171 MEHs1 HepBHUYATh U KycaTb T'yObl.

— Tak s xk Tomy u Beay! — Bbimanuia si. Bpozne 6b1 He MHOTO
BPEMEHM IIPOLLIO, & MHE [T0KAa3aJI0Ch, YTO BEYHOCTh. — K TOMYy,
YTO MPUPOAA HE HAJEWIA MEHS CTOJIb IIPUTATATEIbHBIM B3IJISA-
JOM.

—Yro BhI. .. Y Bac BecbMa UHTEPECHBIN B3I . KuBo. XOT4,
OH MaJIO COYETAETCH C Ballle YTOHYEHHOU BHELTHOCTBIO.

3Hau1 Obl OH, CKOJIBKO BO MHE Ha CAMOM JieJie YTOHYEHHOCTH,
noBecuJics Obi!

— U Bce ke, ¢ BalllUM OH HE CpaBHUTCS, — coolmmmia 1. — 5
BeJ/ly K TOMY, UTO IIPUPOAA HAJIEIWIIA MEHS JPYTUM JApOM.

— He tepniutcs yciplmars. ..

— Jlio6oBbio k urenuio! Besrpanmunoii! §1 Tak paccrpoeHa
TeM, YTO MOM POAMTESN HE PEKOMEHJOBAIM MHe OpaTh ¢ coOOM
kHuru. OHU cKazaiy, YTo y Bac 31eCh €CTh MpeKpacHas OMOINo-
TeKa, 1 MHE He3aueM TallluTh Ha ceOe JMIHUK rpy3. S nenes-
Jla HaJIekK 1y TIOCETUTh €€, HO TOBOPST, UTO K HEW 3aKPBIThIM JO-
CTYII...

41 B3OOXHYyNa, a 3aTe€M, IPYCTHO MOXJIONAB PECHULIAMM, TOJI-
HslJIa B3I/ Ha JpakoHa. Ha ero ymie ynTancs HacMeNUIMBbId
MHTEpEC.



— U 4ro ke BbI coOMpaeTech YNTaTh?

— Bee! — orBetmia 1, a 3arem, 3amerus Ha jmue y Ero Bemu-
YecTBa HEI0OYMEHUE, MOCTIENINIIA UCTIPAaBUThCS. — MHe HpaBATCSA
VCTOPUYECKUE KHUTH, a TaK k€ APEBHUE JIETE€H/IBI.

— Bor kak... A s mymain, 4ro Bac OoJiee 3aMHTepecyoT KHUTH
o kauMate Humepana... — 4yTb yCMEXHYBIIUCH, 3aMETHIT MYX-
YKMHA, BUIMMO, TaK U HE MPOCTUBILIMI MHE MOEW yTPEHHE! Bbl-
XOIIKH.

g, Kaxercsl, MOKpacHena, U Jaxe YXke XOTela YTO-TO OTBe-
TUTb, HO TYT ABEPU 3aJla PACHIAXHYJIUCH C TSKEIBIM CTYKOM, U B
KOMHATY BIIOPXHYJIa TEMHOBOJIOCAs! IEBYIIKA.

Cepauie OyxHY/O, OKa3aBIIUCh T7Ie-TO B pailloHe MATOK. DTO
oHa! D10 OHa MeHs clofia npuBesa!l B 3TOT npokATH MUp, U3
KOTOPOTO 51 HUKAK HE MOT'Yy HAWTH BBIXOA!

Sl xoTena BCKOUMTH CO CBOEr0 MecTa U KUHYThCSl K HEU, HO
BOBpeMs1 onoMHWIack. [1og00HBI OCTYIIOK MHE MOT JOPOro
obouTHck. [ToaTOMY 51 4yTh JT HE CUJION 3acTaBMIIA CeOsT OCTATh-
cs1 Ha MecTe, HaOJTo1ast 3a Hell.

JleBy1IKa TeM BpeMEHEM C COBEPILIEHHO 0e33a00THBIM BUIOM
MaxHyJ1a pPyKoW MMIIepaTopy, a 3aTeM BAPYT MOAOILIa K OJHON
U3 yYaCTHHII 0TOOPA U TMOPBIBUCTO ee OOHsLIA.

— Tauens! Kak s paga Te0s1 BUIETh! — BCKPUKHYJIA OHA pa-
JOCTHO, a 3aTeM BJPYI OTHPsAHY/IA, HAXMYpPUBIIUCH. — OX, Mpo-
CTUTE, 51, KaxeTcsl, 0003HANACh. . .

CrycTsi cekyHy TOHsIIa, KaKylo yJacTHUILY OHA OOHsIa, Ty
caMyio 3HOWHYIO OPIOHETKY C Komlaubeid rpamueit. Eciu yectHo,



TO 00€ JIEBYIIKY ObUTM HEYJIOBUMO MOX0XKHU, OyITO ObI OBLITH CECT-
pamu. Bot Tonbko y Aratenb n3 OOCHIMaHOBOTO KJ1aHa ObLT 00-
Jiee CTPOTMil U CTEPBO3HBIM BUA. A Yy MOEW MOXUTUTEIbHUIIBI B
I71a3ax UrPaJIMCh YEPTEHATA.

— Jlecm! Yto b1 TBOpHIIL?! S ke ckazan HE BXOAUTS clofa!l —
UMIIEpaTOp MOJHSJICS CO cBOero Mecta. Ha surie y Hero orpasu-
JIOCh HEIOBOJIbCTBO.

— IIpocrture, Baiie BenmuectBo! IIpocTo s nogymana, 4to Bbl
ellle He HayaJIu. .. BblJIo JOBOJIBHO THXO. Sl yBUEa 3Ty NEBYIIKY
B 3aMKe, 3aTeM KaK OHa BXOOUT B 3Ty KOMHarty... [Ipocto oHa
OUeHb TIOXO0’Ka Ha MOIO MOJPYTY, U 51 HE MOIJIa He MO3/I0POBAThCS
C HEeu.

Nmmniepatopa nmonoOHoe 0ObsICHEHNE He YCTPOWUJIO.

— Twr Gynmems Hakazana. CtaTyc Moel cecTpbl He jaeT Tebe
npaBa MonupaTh TPAJAUIIMU U HapyIliaTh 3TUKeT. Ha 3tom Bce,
Jlecnu. I1okuHb, noXayyiicta, KOMHaTy.

JleBymika OOMKEHHO MOKaya TryObl, HO BCE k€, W3BUHUB-
IIKCh, YIILIA.

MyXuuHa MOBEPHYJICS CHOBA KO MHE.

— 41 momnporiry, 4ToOBl BaM IMPEJOCTABWIM JOMYCK B OMOIMO-
TEeKy. BblJ1 paji 3HAKOMCTBY C BaMHU.

[Tocne Toro, Kak Bce y4acTHUIIBI OTOOpa BhIPA3WId CBOE UC-
KYCCTBO KPAaCHOPEUHS, HAC TTIOBEJIM Ha YKUH.

— ITO elle OJHO UCTIBITaHUE! — IIENHYJIa MHE Ha YXO IIPUCTaB-
JIEHHas NMOMOIIHULA, peikeBosnocas Hukku. — Ero BennyectBo



Oy/ieT BHUMaTe IbHO HaOIIoaTh 3a TEM, KTO M KaK KyIllaeT U yMe-
eT iepXkarthb ceOsl 32 CTOJIOM.

4 B3noxnyna. [loxoxke, mpuaeTcs: BCIOMHUHATH BAIOIMBae-
MBIl MHE 3a MOC/e/IHKe THU 3ThKeT. Haneock, uyTo korga cra-
HY POK-JIMBOM, TO CMOT'Y IIPUMEHHTh MOy YEHHbIE 3HAHUST Ha Ka-
KOM-HHOY/Ib M3 CBETCKMX PAYTOB WM TYCOBKE. XOThb KaKas-TO
noJsib3a OyAeT OT 3TOM “IMyTeBKU-B-APYrod-mMup”.

— 10 eme He Bce! — ¢ kapoM npoaosukia Hukku, 3aMeTus,
YTO s HEHAJIONTO MOTepsijia UHTEPEC K ee TPECKOTHE.

— He Bce? — yemexnynacs 5. — Ero Bennuectso nonpocur Hac
CILISICATh WM pa3raJbIBaTh 1apaspl’?

— Jla Her, s He 00 3TOM! — 3acMesiach JeByIiKa. — [ oBopHT,
YTO 3a 3THM YKUHOM U TOCJIEYIOIIMMU umIeparop bpaiid pac-
CaJ|T BCEX YYaCTHUII OTOOpA B 3aBUCHUMOCTH OT CBOETO pacro-
noxenust. To ecTb, yxe cerofHst Mbl yBUAUM, KTO M KaKoe BIIe-
YaTJIeHre POU3BeT Ha HaIlIero paBUTeIs !

— IoTpsicaroie! — ockanunach .

Ecnmu yecTHO, TO MHE OBUIO ITYOOKO (DHOJIETOBO, Ky/la MEHS
nocaaaT. JIuis Obl He MOPHITH TOJIONIOM, ¥ HE CJIMIIIKOM 3aTsTH-
BasM yxuH. [lepes CHOM 51 XxOoTesna 3aCKOYUTh B OOCIIIaHHYI0 MHE
OUOMMOTEKY, U B3SITh TaM APy KHUT, YTOOBI TIOUMTATh UX TIEpeNl
CHOM.

Tem Bpemenem HuKkku npuBesia MeHsI B 3aJ1, T/I€ YCTparBaJIH
yXUH. DT0 OBUIO TOBOJIBHO MPOCTOPHOE TIOMEIIIEHHE, CO CTApHH-
HBIMU TPUYYUIMBBIMUA TOOEJIEHAMHU Ha CTEeHaX, W300pakaBIINX
CJIaBHBbIE OUTBBI U OOTAThIE TTUPHI.



K croBy ckazarb, yKuH 371eCh 1 TTpaBa ObUT IOXOXK HA MUP —
OTPOMHBIN JUIMHHBIA CTOJI OBUT HAKPHIT CAMBIMU W3bICKAHHBIMU
omomamu. Yero 37ech TOIBKO He Obu1o! M KyporaTku, ¥ CBUHbIC
peOpBIIIIKY, 3aTieueHHbIE B Me/ly U TIUBE, U TyCH, (papIiMpoBaH-
HBle 0710KaMu. .. Pa3mmunas peioa, ukpa. .. Jloporue BuHa, a Ha
JecepT Mpeaiaraauch (PpyKThl, MOJUTHIE MEAOM U IIOKOIAIOM.

Bznoxnyna. B xkuBote 3aypuaso.

— Ero BennuecTBo npejsiaraer 3aHATh BaM ITpeJHa3HAYCHHOE
JUTISL BAC MECTO... — ellle OJfHa U3 TMOMOITHHI] OTOOpa TOJIONIIA
K HaM.

4 xmBHyna Ha npomanve HuKku, u nocnemmsia K CToiy.
OxugaemMo MeHsl yCaauiiv TJe-TO MOocepeMHKe. A BOT camble
OIM3KHME MecTa K MIMITEPaTOPCKOM TyIIKe 3aHsui Ararens u3 00-
CHIMAHOBOTO KJIaHa U jieau HecBuiib, NblIHEHbKAsT OJIOHAMHKA
u3 Ki1aHa OnanoBbIX IPAKOHOB.

— TuxoHs 1 KopoJsieBa MOCTeNbHBIX yTeX. .. CaMoe To jJis mpa-
BUTEJIs1, — pa3faJicsl PSIIOM CO MHOM TATYYUIA HACMEIUTUBBIN T0-
JI0C.

4 noBepHyna ronoBy. Psgom co MHOI cuzena 3eeHoria3ast
IIaTeHKa, KoTopas OOJbIle JICHUBO KOBBIPSUIACh BUJIKOM B cajla-
Te, YeM eJa. 3aTo M3-TI0]1 OMYIIEHHBIX PECHHI] OHA C JIIOOOTIBIT-
CTBOM pa3IJisiIbIBAIa IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

— Jlenu MBopuH u3 ki1aHa CepiosiMKOBBIX IPAKOHOB, — MIPE/I-
CTaBUJIACh OHA, IVISTHYB Ha MeHs1. — XOTs, Bce MeHsI 30BYT ITPOCTO
seau Ceprosivk.

S1 ynbIOHYIaCh HACTOIBKO MUJIO, HACKOJIBKO MOTJIA.



— A g nenu MukenaHc U3 Kj1aHa ABaHTIOPUHOBBIX.

—3Halo. .. — yCMEeXHyJ1ach BHOBb JIEBYIIIKA. — Buepa ¢ kHuramu
ThI XOPOLLO pUAyMaa. ..

4 noxana riedamu. Ecny yectHO, TO y MeHs He ObLIO Liesn
pou3BOAUTh Brieuarienue. Ho, BUIMMO, KOMY-TO MOsI pedb O
MoOBYU K OMOIMOTEKaM MTOHPaBUIIACK.

He craB nonro pasroBapuBaTth, 51 XOTeJa yBJEUbCS €101, HO
roJIOC BAPYT BCTABLIETO M3-3a CTOJIa UMIIEPaToOpa, 3aCTABUJI MEHS
00paTUTh BHUMaHKE Ha HETO.



I'naBa 5

— Pap emie pa3 Bcex yBUIETb 37i€ch, MUJIble 1ambl. Hazerocs,
YKUH HUKOTO HE pa3ovyapoBaj’?

Mexy AeByIIKaMu-y4acTHHIIAMUA OTOOpa 3a3BeHeN OJaro-
JApHBIN 1e0eT.

— Hy xopor1o, — ynsiOHysICcs JpakoH. — S JoMKeH cKkas3arh, 4To
Bbl BCE MTPOM3BEJIM HA MEHsI JOBOJILHO MPUSATHOE BIIEYATIICHUE.
Aro xopommi 3HaK. Hazeroch, uto Haiiy cpemy Bac cebe Tpe-
KPAaCHYIO KeHYy U MaTh OyyIlUX HAC/IEAHUKOB KOPOHBI. .. Ho 1ys
9TOrO Ta camasi JeBYIIIKa JOKHA OyAeT IPOUTH BCe STarbl UM-
nieparopckoro oroopa. M s gymaro, 4to AOKeH OOBSIBUTH, Ka-
KM OyzieT ciemyiomiee ucrbiTanie. OHO JOBOJIBHO OYEBHIHOE.
Sto OyzeT MpoBepKa BaIlleil YUCTOTHI.

— ViKkacHoe WChbITaHue... — Mpolypyajia psiioM CO MHOU
HeOBOJIBHO VIBOpHH. — 3HaIo 51, Kakas TaM IIpoBepKa!

Ho s He ciymana ee, npogosikasi BHUMaTh TOMY, 4TO TOBOPHIT
umrieparop bpaiiH.

— 3aBTpa Mbl Bce otripaBuMcs B “Caja Deit”, riie Tpy IpeBHUX
OOrMHM IMPOBEPST BaIlly YACTOTY. YNCTOTY Tesa, YMUCTOTY pazyma
Y YKCTOTY cepnua. Bee BbI momy4ynTte OT HUX MOMUMO OLIEHKHU
elle 1 Japbl, KOTOpbIE 3aCTyKUBAETe.

Hy npekpacno. YectHo? MHe 1uieBars.

Korna umneparop 3akOHYM TOBOPUTh U 3aHSJT BHOBb CBOE
MECTO, YKHUH MpoRoKuics. ToabKo Tereps Bce BOKPYT HAIO-



HWJIOCH IITyMOM O€CKOHEUHBIX pa3rOBOPOB O MPECTOSIIEM UC-
TILITAHUH.

4l mouyBCcTBOBasA, KaKk Y MEHsI HAUMHAeT O0JIeTh TOJIoBa. DTOT
YKHUH yKe coOMpaeTcsl 3aKaHUMBaThCs UK HeT?

[Nopoxaana ere movaca, ¥ TIOHsJIa, YTO OOJIbIIE HE BBIICP-
KY.

S nogHsANa pyKy.

— IIpoctuTe, a Gompiie HUYEro BaxHoro He Oyaet? [IpocTo,
MHE HaJ0 UATH.

Cpenr MECTHBIX JIeId Pa3gauCh CMEIIKU. A BO B3IJISJE
MpeX/Ie IBHO TOXKE HAYaBIIEro CKy4aTh UMIepaTopa s 3aMeTHia
YAUBJICHUE.

— Kyza e BbI Tak criemure, Jieid? — 3aMeTuIa, 4To B €ro ro-
JIOCe TOSIBUJIMCh HEIOBOJIbHBIE HOTKU. — {l elle He Hac/lIaauics
BJOBOJIb BAIlIUM OOILIECTBOM. ..

He nacnmagwics on! Jla y Te0s TYT ellle OAMHHAALATH ITYK
9TUX MPETEHJEHTOK Ha HacjiaxjaeHue! A MHe BOT HaJ0 CKopee
VICKaTh MYTh JIOMOU.

— Tak kyna *e Bbl coOupaeTech? — BHOBb IIOBTOPHUII CBOW BO-
MPOC MYKYMHA, 3aCTABMB MEHS CKPUITHYTh C I0Cabl 3yOaMHU.

— B 6ubnmmoteky.

C MUHYTY “MIIEpaTOP MOTYAJI, a 3aTEM BAPYT YCMEXHYJIC.

— Ormmmuno! 4 Toke cobupaincs yxe yxomutb. [lovizemre, s
MPOBOXKY Bac. 3a0HO PacropsiKych, YTOOBI 11 BaC OTKPBUIU
JOCTYH TyAa.

CupeBas ¢ HUM psAIOM Araresib, Kaxercs, NnosesneHena. A



MUJIOBU/IHAST OJIOHAMHKA-TUXOHS CKPOMHO TIOJIOXKMIa ceOe Ha
TapeJsIoUKy ele OHY 3aKapeHHYIO TIePETIeiKy.

— Barmie BenmmuectBo! — BAPYT cka3aia ojiHa U3 YYACTHUI] OT-
Oopa, cuzeBIIas 3a CTOJIOM. S He 3anoMHMIIa ee UMeHU. — S To-
JKe JTI0OJTI0 YynTaTh. Bo3sMuTe 1 MeHs ¢ coOom !

Nmnieparop ycMexHysics.

— B npyroii paz, nequ MusieHa. Yike CIMIIKOM MO3/THee BpeMs
JUTSl MACCOBBIX KCKYPCHH.

Ecnu yecTHO, TO kejlaHue UMIIepaTopa MeHsl IPOBOAUTD CTa-
JI0 U1l MEHsI HeO)KUIaHHOCThI0. Ho, ¢ Ipyroil cTopoHbl MHE He
IPUILIOCh UCKATh OMOIIMOTEKY CaMOCTOSITEIBHO, M 3TO HE MOIJIO
HE paJloBaTh.

— OTtkyna Takas moOOBb K KHUTaM, Jiequ Benbeer? — cipocui
BAPYT MYyKUMHA.

K ciioBy ckazarh, OH HE CJIMIIIKOM TOPOIWIICS, CKOPEE Hapoy-
HO JIaXke 3aMeJUIsUI 11ar, ¥ 3TO OYEHb pa3Apaxao.

— [IpocTo mo6s0 YnTaTh.

— 51 JOBOJIbHO 0O U3yYall BCE MIPUCIAHHBIE PE3I0OME Y4acT-
HMILL. Y Bac B rpagpe “ypiedyeHus” ObUIO HAllMCAaHO: BBIILIMBKA U
urpa Ha uutpe. O KHUrax HM CJIOBa.

Lutpa! Marb mos1, ponu MmeHst ooparHo! Hazeroch, MeHs He
3aCTaBAT 3[1eChb Ha HeW urpathb... W yto Bot orBevath Ero [Ipa-
KOHEHIIeCTBRY ?

B3noxnyna.

— MHorue MyX4uHBI He OLEHUIN Obl TOI0OHOE JIOCTOMHCTBO



y KEHIIUHBI.

— 4 oueHmi.

[TocmoTpena Ha HEero U BCTPETHIIACh C HEOKUJIAHHO Cephe3-
HBIM B3IJISIIOM.

bnaro, Ham He IPUIIIOCHh OOJTBIIE OOIMIATHCS, TIOTOMY YTO MBI
y’Ke OCTAaHOBWJIUCH TIepe/T BBICOKUMU JIBEPSIMU OMOIMOTEKH.

— HeoGxommmo mpuiokuTh pyKy, 9TOOBI OTKPHITH ABEpH. B
CJIE YT pa3 Bbl CMOXeETe MOMNACTh CIoJa, MPUJIOKUB CBOIO Jia-
JIOHb.

MyxurHa KOCHYJICA ABepU. UTO-TO 1IEIKHYJIA, U OHA IIPUOT-
KPbLIACh.

— Cnacu6o! — ckazana 1.

4 nymana, yTo My kuuHa ceiyac yiieT, Ho OH BMECTe CO MHOI
IPOILEST B KHUTOX PAaHUJIMILIE.

Ot0 OBUIO TPOCTO OrpoMHeliIee nomerieHue. S He cMor-
Jla cAepKaTh BOCXUIIIEHHBIN B3[0X, Pa3IysiblBasi BHICOYEHHbIE
CTeJIJTaXH, 3ar0JIHEHHbIE KHUTaMU OT TIoJia 10 1oToska. Koe-rie
ObLIM TIPUCTABJICHBI JIECTHULIBI, YTOOBI OBLIO YIOOHO OpaTh HyX-
HYIO JIUTEPATYpPy C MOJIOK.

— Nmure, yto Bam Hy)HO. { Toxke moka rnoOyy 3/1€ch. — CKa-
3aJ1 My’K4MHA.

$l, moYyBCTBOBaB HEKYI0 CBOOOMY, OTIIPABMJIACh HA TIOUCKHU
TOr0, YTO MHE OBLJIO HYXHO.

Hemuoro no6poaus no 6ubnvoreke, s craja 3amedarb, 4To
BCE KHUTH Pa3[iesieHbl 371eCh 1o ceKTopam. JJoBoIbHO o0mmpHas
9acTh ObLIa OTJaHa KHUTaM 10 MPAKTHUYECKOW Maru, erie 4acThb



OblIa 3a0WTa XyHOKECTBEHHOW JIUTepaTypou, B KOTOPOM, pasy-
MeeTcs, IpeoOIagai KeHCKUEe POMAHBI.

Sl cTaHyna ogMH TOMUK C KPacHOPEUMBOM OONIOKKOU — IS
npukpbiTus. Cama ke OTIpaBWIACh B CEKTOP, I1IE, IPOBEIsS MU-
HYT ABaJLATh, HAIILJIA HECKOJIKO KHUT, IJIe YIIOMUHAIOCh O TO-
naJlaHiax B 3TOT MUP U JIpYyTHeE.

[TogxBaTHB HEOOJIBIITYIO CTOIKY, S OTIPABUIIACH HAa BBIXO]I.

— Vixe yxonqute, nenu Benbper?

Hy pasymeercsi, 1pakoH Bce 3To BpeMsi ObLT 371ech. Kapaymun
MEHS BO3JI€ BBIXO/IA.

— Pemmna mounTars Ha HOYb.

— MosxHO? — My)XK4MHa TIofIolIes OrXke, C JIETKOCTHIO TIO/IXBa-
ThIBasi MOM KHUTU.

[IpounTaB Ha3BaHWE BEPXHETO JIOOOBHOTO POMaHA, OH YyTh
XMBIKHYJI, HO BCE K€ YIOCYKWUJICS 3aIJIsTHYTh HUXKE.

— 4 yausnen. Vicropus DavHa0opa BpEMEH IpaBiieHUs1 DCCu-
opa ITpokissitoro? MHTepecHsiil BEIOOP. He ayman, 4To Bl Jei-
CTBUTEJIHO OCTAHOBUTE CBOW BHIOOP HA YeM-TO TakoM. [louemy
VMMEHHO 3Ta 3M0Xa, KCTaTh?

MyxurHa BbIBElT MeHs U3 OMOIMOTEKH, 3aKpbIBasi JBEPh U
SIBHO HAMepeBasiCh MPOBOIUTD 10 KOMHATBL. UTO k... OTKa3arhb
eMy BpsJ JIi ceruac noinydurcs. la u, ¢ Ipyro CTOpOHSI, ITyCTh
npoBoskaeT. MaJio nim, 3a05ysKych ele. B 3amMmke Takue myTaHHbIe
XOJbI-KOPUAOPBI, YTO MHE HAUMHAJIO Ka3aThCsl, YTO OH OOJIbIe
MOXOX Ha MypaBeHHUK, YeM Ha OOUTAeMOe KUJIHIIIE.

— Tak noyemy? — BHOBb IOBTOPMJI CBOM BOIIPOC MYKUMHA.



Bsnoxnyna. Bor Benp ran. [louemy npussasanca? Iouemy To,
Ja novyemy 310. .. [foromy 4yro nomou mue Hajgo! CrniacaTh MOKHU-
HYTYyI0 pok-rpymmy “Maiiku-Crap”, KoTopasi CKOpO MPOKJISIHET
CBOIO MPOMNABUIYIO COMUCTKY! ByaeM HOCUTh ¢ 3TUM DcCHOPOM
oaHy pamunuio!

U Bce xe... OTBeuyarsh ObLIO HYKHO.

— IIpocto s ObuIa HEe camo¥ JIyulliel yueHuilel. A ceituac pe-
IIMAJIa BOCTIOJHUTH MPOOEJIbI, — COBpaa sl

Ecnu 4yecTHO, TO y MEHS B T'OJIOBE 10 UCTOPUU DIIMHAOPA BO-
o0i1ie ObLT OIMH OOJBINON TIPoOeT, KaK | 1Mo reorpacuu 1 mpo-
yemy. Ho 310 yxe menoun... BepHo?

Ero BennuecTBo KMBHY/ KAKMM-TO CBOMM MBICIISIM, a 51 BbI-
JOXHYJIa, paaysiCh, YTO MOU OTBET €ro ycTpoui. Jlaspliiie Mbl IUTA
MOJT4a.

Y cambIX /1Bepeli OTBEIeHHOI MHE KOMHAThI B JKEHCKOM KpblI-
Jie 3aMKa MMIIEpaTop OCTAaHOBWJICS M OTAAJl MHE CTOIIKY C KHU-
ramu.

— Ilo6poii Houw, Jiemu BenbBeT, — ckazai oH.

Cepnue BoznukoBasio. YPA! Homuu! Konel npuinen tomy
HaIpsKEHUIO, YTO Lapuiio Mexay HaMmu. ZKyTkoe ourynieHue!

— Cnokn! — MalMHaIBPHO OTBETWIIA S U YKE JJaXke OTKpbLIa
JBEpPb, YTOOBI OBICTPEHBKO MPOIIMBITHYTh TyAa U CKPBIThCS C
MMIIEPAaTOPCKUX [JIa3, KaK MOHsIA, YTO TOJIBKO YTO COBEPIIMIIA
OIIIMOKY.

— Crioku? — nepecrpocuil APaKkoH, YyTh MPHULLY PUBASCH.

— 93933.... ITO HOBOMOJHOE IoXkeanue! Y nesymiek. Y Mo-



JIOZIbIX, B CMBICJIE.

— To ectp, HaMeKaeTe, 4TO [ CIULIKOM CTap Ui Bac? — TyT
K€ HaXMYPUJICS] UMIIEpaTop.

Hy uto 3a... Hajo Ob110 Tak JISTHYTH!

— Her-Her... Bol — camo ouapoBanue. [Ipoctute, mHe cneno-
BJIO COOMIONATH ITUKET.

[Noxonana riayno riazamu.

— Cnoku, nenu BesnbBer.

— JloGpoit Houw, Barre Benmuectso.

S 3axsyonHyna HakoHel[ 3a cob6oit aBepsh. lllexu ropenu, a
ceprue ctyyaiio kak mpokJsitoe. ITozopuie! Her. .. Hy 3ato kak
CTpaHHO 3TO npo3Byvao: “Crioku, jJenu Benbeer”. [laaa... B
Har Obl MUP OH C €r0 MaHepaMH TOYHO He BITUCAJICS OBl . .



I'naBa 6

Ha cnenyiomuii geHpb 1 IpOCHYJIach 371ast U pa3duTasi, CJIOBHO
crapelii KyBUIMH. [IpakThyeck BCIO HOYBb 51 YMTaJIa MPO MOMa-
JaHIIEB BO B3ATHIX M3 OMOIMOTEKM KHUTaX, HO HUYETO MOJIe3HO-
ro, KpoMe O4epeHbIX CTPALIMIIOK MPO TO, YTO MAPOUYKY U3 HUX
BCE K€ COXKIJIM Ha KOCTpax, HE HallUIa.

Utor — 1 ¢ cuHeBOM MoJ IV1a3aMU U C 3apaHee UCTIOPYEH-
HBIM HacTpoeHueM. [loxoske, ceroqHs MHe MPEeJICTOUT elle OAUH
noxop B Oubnmmoteky. Hazneloch, 3T0 UCIbITAHUE, HATOMUHAIO-
I11ee MHE CBOEM CYTBIO peKJIaMy CTUPaJIbHOIO ITOPOIIIKa, He Oy/eT
CJIMILIIKOM JIOJITUM, ¥ y MeHs1 OyJIeT JOCTaTOYHO BPEMEHH, YTOObI
NOOPOIUTH MO XPAHWJIUIILY KHUT.

YMBITBCSI MHE XOTesla ToMoYb Po3a, KOMIIaHbOHKA, HO 51, HEe
NPUBBIKINAS K MOJOOHBIM paclllapkUBaHUAM, OT ee YCIyr OTKa-
3aJ1ach, M OHA C PAJIOCTHIO YIIOPXHYJa K cede.

Yro kacaercsi 3aBTpaka, TO €ro CerogHs Nojaid y4yacTHULIaM
oTrOopa MpsIMO B KOMHATHI.

— Tonbko crapaitTech He 3aJepKuBarThbCs, Jean Benpser. Ero
BennuectBo OyzeT kaaTh BCeX yepe3 4yac y BXOfa B 3aMOK. —
ckazana Hukku, momMonHua, 4To NpuHecia MHe 3aBTPakK.

— Xopouio.

Sl 6picTpo 3atonkana B cebsl OMIIET, 3anMBas ero koge M 3a-
efast XpycTAUMMU TOCTaMU. 3aTeM Mepeojiesiack B TEMHO-3€J1e-
HOE C KOPUYHEBOM OTIEJIKOU ILIaThE.



— 4 roroBa! — kpukHyna g Po3se, gymas, 4to oHa Moejier co
MHOM, HO 1 OIMOaNach.

— JIns 9TOro WCHbITaHUs, MOSI TOCIIOXa, UMIlepaTtop OyneT
UCTIOJIb30BaTh MOPTAJIbHYIO Maruio. 9TO OYEHb TSKEJIO MepeMe-
IaTh CTOJNbKO Joei. [ToatoMy st nomkHa Oyy OCTaThCsl 3/1€Ch.

—Yro X... JIagHO. — JIeTKO OTBETUJIA 5.

4 B3sma Bce camoe HeoOxomumoe ( XOTs, 4TO s TYT MOIJa
B3s1Th? MOOWIbHUK U Kmioun? Xa-xa! ) ¥ BbIIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI.

Ero BennuecTBo, Kak eMy M I0J1arajaochk, yxKe CTOsUI BO JBOPE
3aMKa, OKPYKEHHBI CTaKOW 0e3 YMOJKY IeOedynmx yJacT-
HUII.

Boooriie-To, st ;ymarna, 4to npuLy OIHOM U3 IEpBOM, a OKa3a-
JIOCh HA000POT, BCE KIATH MEHS.

— 4 ono3pana? — cripocuiia s ¢ TOJO3PEHUEM ?

— Her, npocto ocTanbHble AEBYIIKW MPUIILIA PaHBIIE... —
KUBHYJI MHE, 3aMETUBIIUKA MEHs umneparop. — Mbl JOBOJIBHO
JII00E3HO C HUMHU TTOOOIIAJIUCE.

— Aaa... — poraHyia f. — ScHo.

— MoeT, Bbl XOTUTE Y MEHSI UTO-HUOY/b CIIPOCUTH?

— Cnpocutb? — ynuBwIach si. — 3auem?

MyxuuHa ycmexHyncs. UyTb KauHyn rojgoBoil. Bo B3msiae
€ro OTPa3usIoCh YTO-TO TAKOE, HE OUEHb MOHATHOE MHe. He pas-
JpakeHue, U He TPYCTh, HO UTO-TO Onm3koe. Moxer, pocana?

— Bce nenu Tak XoTenu y MeHsl 4TO-HUOYIb CIIPOCHUTH, YTO
Jla’ke HEMHOTO TIOPYTaJIUCh MEkK/1y COOOM.

®ura cede! OHM TyT ceOe BOJOCH UTO-JIM BBIAMPATIHA B MOE



orcyrctBue? Teneps Bceraa Oymy onazasiBars! Maso !

— Jlymaro, 4To BBl M TaK YK€ OTBETWJIM Ha BCE BOIIPOCH MMPA,
TIOKa § 11112 CIOf1A. . . — CKa3aJia 1, 3a1paBJisisl BHIOMBILYIOCS MPsAb
BOJIOC 32 yXO.

—Uro xk... 4 paa. — cyxo ynbiOHyscs oH. — Eciu Bce B cOope,
TO AyMalo, 4YTO MOKHO YK€ OTIIPABJIATHCA.

VmniepaTop B3MaxHy/1 pyKOU, U TIPSMO NIepesi HaMU OTKpbI-
JI0Ch HeuTo. 1 HUKOrJa npex/ie He BUJeJa Maruio, TOJIbKO B Ce-
puasax, HO 3TO ee MPOsIBJIeHHe ObLIO MPOCTO MOTPSCAIONTIM!

OrueHHble CUAIIIME BOPOTA, HA KOTOPBIX TOPEJIN U HE Cropa-
Ju Oesible 1IBEThl, YBUThIE MECTPbIMU JieHTaMu. OHM CBETUIIMCh
TaK, YTO CTAaHOBWJIOCH OOJIHO IJ1a3aM, HO BCE K€ OTOpBaTh OT
HUX B3IJIS1/1 OBLIO TIOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO.

— [Ipomy! — ckaszan Ero BemmmuectBo. — Bam HykHO Jiiib OT-
KPBITh ABEPY U ITPOUTH BHYTPb. OTOHBb HE TPOHET HUKOT'O U3 BaC.

[lepBon marnyna psokeBosocas jgeau Cenecra. Kak u B po-
IUIBIA pa3, OHa ObLIa OfleTa CIIUINKOM BbI3bIBatolie. Ho, kaxercs,
9TO HUCKOJIBKO HE BOJHOBaJIO nmMrieparopa. Ckopee, OH Jaxe ¢
pas3apaxeHueM MOPUIWICS, TS/ Ha Hee.

Cnenom 3a Cenecroit npouuia Ararenb, IOTOM MOTSHYJIUCH
OCTaJIbHBIE yYacTHHIIBI OTOOpa. Tak Moay4nsoch, 4To s, He pe-
IIasiCh TIOJIOUTH OJTMKE K BOPOTaM, M OOJIbIIe JIIOOYSICh UX Kpa-
COTOW, OKa3aJ1ach MOCJIETHSA.

VMniepaTop HeTepneauBo MOTOPONUII MEHS.

— Hy xe, neau u3 kiana ABanTtiopuH. He 3actaBisiite MeHst
3psl pacXoIOBaTh CHUJLY.



4l w3BMHMUIACH M TIOCTIENIWIIA TIOJOUTH K BopoTam. OJHako,
CTOMJIO MHE TPOTSIHYTh PYKY K OTHOH M3 CTBOPOK, YTOOBI OT-
KPBITh €€, OTOHb BAPYT METHYJICA KO MHE, ONAJISASA JKAPOM.

BckpukHYB, 51 OTCTynuWiIa Has3ajl, HEBOJIBHO OIIIyIbIBasi cOO-
CTBEHHOE JIUIIO U PaysCh, YTO PECHUIIBI U OPOBU OCTAJIUCH I1e-
JIBL.

— Y10 3107?! — BRIPBAJIOCH Y MEHS. — TaK 1 OJKHO OBbITh?

Wmneparop bpaiin marny:n Onuke, 4yTh IPUNOIHUMAs OPOBb
Y C MOJO3PEHUEM IJIsI[Isl HA MEHSI.

— Boo0mie-To Het. { HacTpanBai mepexos COracHo OTreyar-
KaM aypbl, KOTOpble ObUIA B IPUCIAHHBIX PE3IOME.

— Moxer, KTo-To omuOcs, BHOCSI MOU JJaHHble? — caenana s
pPOOKOE TIPEATONIOKEHNE, XOTS MPEKPACHO TOHsLIA, C KAKOW pa-
JOCTH MOPTAJT HE ITyCTUJI MEHS.

Ilyctp y Hac ¢ Muke Tenepb OQHO TEJIO, HO BCE K€, s — 3TO HE
OHa, a COBCEM JIpyrou uenoBek. M camo coboil pazymeercsi, 4to
aypa y Hac c Hell Toxe pa3Has!

VmniepaTop npuiypui B3I,

— BO3MOXHO... — 4yTb NOMeUIUB, OTBETU OH. — Ho 4 310
npoepio. Ceituac xe naBaite pyky. [Ipoiiiere BMecTe CO MHOM.

A emytunace. HenseectHo ot yero. C mapHsAMU W3 TPYIIIBL
MBI paHbIIle 1aKe CIaJi BMECTe, B OOHMMKY, KOTZIa OCTaBaJIHCh
JOTO3/IHA B CTYJUM, PETIETUPYS MEpPel OUePEIHBIM BBICTYIICHU-
eM. A 371ech 51 BAPYT UCIyrajlaChb TOrO, UTO MHE PyKY NOAAJIH. ..

— O 4yeM BbI 33AyMAJIUCh, Jieau Benbeer?

Sl 4yTp Ka4yHyJ1a FOJOBOU.



— Jla TaK, HU O YeM.

— Hu 0 uem?

— O 1py3bsIX. .. — NPUIIJIOCH MPU3HAThCs. — CKydaro 1Mo HUM.

— JIIoOOMBITHO, — MYy’KUMHA HE CIElIWI Iararh B mopral. —
Marno kro 31ech, Ha oTOOpe, QyMaeT 00 OCTaBJICHHBIX MOIPY-
rax... bonbine o Tom, Kak MporTH ¢ OIECKOM UCITBITAHUS. . .

— A y MeHs ¥ HeT MOApPYT, — HEBO3MYTHUMO OTO3BaJIaCh SI. —
Tak BbIIIUIO, YTO OOJIBIIIE OOIANIACH B )KU3HU C MAPHSIMHU.

Oii... C napHsaMH... ITO ke s1 HopMaibHO cka3zana? Ectb y
HUX TAKOE 3/IECh BbIPAKEHUE?

3aHepBHMYATA, 3aMETUB, KAKUM TPO3HBIM BAPYT CTaJl B3IJISA]
umneparopa. Hy Bot. OnsiTh Hakocsumia.

— C KakuM napHamu? — MpoLeIus OH, 1marast Ko MHe. — Xo-
TeJM CKa3aTh, YTO OOJIbINE OOIIATUCH C OJIarOPOIHBIMU JIOPAAMHU
Balllero KJIaHa, HexeNu ¢ Jieau?

¢l HepBHO CIJIOTHYJIA CITIOHY, OOSICh J1a)ke CMOTPETh B CHSIIO-
II1e 30JI0TOM IJ1a3a C BEPTUKAIBHOU IMOJIOCKOM.

— Vry. C Humu.

U Bce ke, He MOIJIa He YJIBIOHYThCS, TIPEICTABUB CBOUX APY-
3eid 1o pok-rpytre “Maiiku-Ctap” TeMu caMbIMy OJIarOpOIHbI-
MH Jiopgamu. Ara. B nocrunax!

Bce-taku s cymena nogaBuTh cMex. Bot Her y TeOst uyBcTBa
camocoxpaHeHusi, Maika! Ot cioBa coBcem!

— Toiinemte, MuKkenaHc... — B3JOXHYB, BU/Isl, YTO 51 HE Ha-
CTpOEHA OTPABJIBIBATHCS, CKa3aJl MYKUIHMHA.

He tepsist 6ombliie BpeMeHu, OH CXBATUII MEHS 32 PYKY, IPyron



pacraxyuBasi BOPOTa, M PEIIMTEIbHO MIarHyJl BMECTE CO MHOW B
CHUSIIOIIVN U MEPETUBAOIIUICS TOPTAL.
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— Bort 310 1a! — He caepxkana s CBOero BOCTopra, CTOMJIO HaM
OKazarhCs B MecTe, KoTopoe HazbBasioch “Can Peii”. 1o ObUIO
YTO-TO NIOMCTUHE yIMBUTEIbHOE!

— Hpasurcsa, nenn Mukenanc? — pa31anoch Hajl yXOM.

— Hymato, 4to 37€ch BceM HpaBuTCs, Baie Bemnuectso.
3nech yIMBUTENIBHO KPACHBO. . .

X, ellle HellelTio Hasall, s Obl ckazaia npocto: “Odurers, Ka-
kas Kpacoruia!”. Ho, s Obula HaydeHa yxke JBOMHBIM TOPbKUM
OIBITOM U TIOTOMY CTapajach Jepxkarh s3bIK 3a 3yd0amu, Oopsch
C TOLIHOTOW OT YPE3MEPHOM BEJIEPEYMBOCTU U MTPABUIIBHOCTH.

Capn Deii HAMOMHWI MHE KapTUHKH, KOTOpBIE 51, Oyayuu Je-
BOUKOM-IIKOJIHULIEH, pa3riisapiBaia B yueOHMKAX MO UCTOPHU.
Hawm Torna pacckassiBaiu npo “Cemb uyzec cBeTa” U 1 BOCTOP-
JKEHHO CMOTpeia UMeHHO Ha “Bucuue canpl Cemupamust”. I1po
HHX TOBOPWJIM, OYATO ObI OHU MApsAT B BO3MAYXE. ..

LIBeTyiue MaHONOIOOHbBIE PACTEHHS CBUCAIIH C €J1€ BUHBIX
KAMEHHBIX NIEpUJI OUYEHb JIETKOU Y MOYTH BO3AYIIHON KOHCTPYK-
un. Caji ObUT BBITIOTHEH B (DOpME CTYNEHYATON MUPAMUIBL. . .
3a nMMaHamMu MHe BUAEJIUCh BUIIIHU U KPACHBIE KJIeHHI. .. VI MHO-
ro JPyrux pacTeHUi, Ha3BaHUI KOTOPBIX s MOMPOCTY HE 3HaJa.

Me:xay pacTeHusiMA BUAHEJNCh KOe-TAe CHaJaloliue CTpysi-
MU BOAOMNA[Ibl, KOTOPbIE BHU3Y, Y MOAHOXHUS COOPYKEHUsI, CTe-
KaJIUCh B OJTHO OOJIBIIIOE CUHEE 03€PoO.



[Toka st BOCTOpKEHHO TI71a3esia Ha OKPYKAIOIIUI TIer3ax, yxe
BOBCIO HAUaJIMCh MHCTPYKLIMH KacaTeJIbHO TOTO, YTO JIeJIaTh M Kak
BeCTH ceOsl, YTOOBI TIPOMTH BTOPOE MCIBITaHUE. [IeByIKM Bce
yke ObUIM 3/1€Ch, U 51 TIOAOILIA K HUM, PSJIOM C KOTOPbIMU TO-
MOIITHUIIA 3BOHKUM TOJIOCOM OOBSICHSIIA, UTO U KaK.

— Bam HeoOxogumo OyaeT mpocTo WATH BIEpea, — TOBOPHUIIA
nesyika. — [Iporynsiirech no cany. Ho He ynuBnsiitech Tomy,
qto yBuauTe. Per MmocTaBsAT BaM Ha 3arsCThsi OCOObIE 3HAKU, B
TIOCJIE/IOBATENIbHOCTH CBEPXY BHU3: YMCTOTA TEJIA, YUCTOTA Pasy-
Ma, YMCTOTa cepana. Ecim Bbl 4UCTHI, TO 3HAK Oy/eT MOXOX Ha
LBETOK, €CJIA HET, TO MOJy4YUTe OTMETKY, MIOX0KYIO Ha 3Ur3ar.

—IIpo oTMeTKM BCe SICHO. .. — Yy Thb KallUIsHYJA 1. — A BOT 4TO
JieJ1aTh, €CIU 51 B cay 3a01yKych?

Her, npaBaa! MeHs 3TOT BOPOC BOJTHOBAJI OYEHb OCTpO. [1o-
tomy uto Caj deil ObUT CTOIB KE OIPOMEH, KaK U npekpaceH. U
CTUHYTb TaM MOXHO ObUIO MO MOMM TOJICUETaM Ha pas.

Wmmneparop, CTOSIBIIUI 3[1eCh e, YyTh YCMEXHYJICS, TIISIHYB
Ha MEHSI.

— He nepexwusaiite, nenu Mukenanc. Eciu Bbl BApyT mpona-
Jete, sl 00s13aTeNIbHO Bac BEPHY, — CKa3asl OH HACMEIIUIUBO, a CO
CTOPOHBI IPYTUX AEBYIIEK 5 YCIIbIIIAIa CMEIIKH.

“Ilypouka, 3TO ke Marus... 3/1eCh HEBO3MOXHO 3a0JTyIUTh-
csa!” — Kpaem yxa ycibliania si.

4 moxana redyamu, He OuYeHb CTapasch oOpaliaTh Ha HUX
BHUMAaHWUSI.

YyacTHu1IbI OJHA 32 OTHOH CTaJIU YXOAUTb HA IPOTYJIKY I10 ca-



1y, U 51 BCKOpE TOKe MOCJIeIoBaJla UX IPUMEPY, HECTIEITHO /IBU-
rasichb BIepes, Kyaa yBoauIa y3Kasi KaMeHUCTasl IOpOXKKa.

Bce-Taku 3nech OblI0 HeBeposATHO KpacuBo! f muia Bnepen,
MoOYsCh AUKUMHU 1IBETAMH, KAMETUSIMU, U3bICKAHHBIMU CKYJIbII-
TypaMmu, KOTOpbIe OT CBOEH JPEBHOCTH YK€ MOKPbUIUCH CETOY-
KOM TPELIMH.

Ot 3amaxoB uyepe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMsl cTajla KPY:KUTbCSl TOJIo-
Ba. §l ocTaHOBUJIACH, CXBATUBIIKCH PYKOW 3a MepHia KOHCTPYK-
L[UM, TIPY TIOMOILM KOTOPOU Jiepkaiuch caabl. Beero ynmmib Ha
MUT MTPUKPBLIA 71434, a KOI/ia OTKPbLIA, yKe OKa3aach B IpyroM
MecTe.

Or1o OblIa HeOoMblIasi KaMeHHas IUIONIA[Ka, HA KOTOPYIO
CBEPXY, CO BTOPOTO sIpyca, NMaJaiu TsKesble POXJIaJAHbIe CTPYH
Bozonaa. f crosiyia Ha GONBIION TITUTE, OCKOJIKE OT KaKOro-TO
KamHs1. [Iponuio HECKOBKO CEeKyH, U sl BAPYT yBUJEa Nepel
cO0O0M OCJIENMUTENTFHO KPACUBYIO IEBYIIIKY B OEJIOCHEKHBIX OfIEXK-
nax. Kazanoch, yTo oHa nmapuiia HaJi BOOON BOKPYT MEHSI.

— IIpuBetcTByIio TeOs1, rocThst Cana Peit! — ynmpiOHyIaCHh OHA. —
Tel Betb oiHa U3 yuacTHHIl 0TO0pa? OnHA U3 TeX, KTO MpHIIeT
IIPOBEPUTH CIO/1a CBOIO YHCTOTY?

A kuBHYA.

— Jla.

— IMoporiau Oimxe, He Oovics!

JleByllika moMaHwuiIa MeHs1 pyKou. S mojoiia Ha camblil Kpan
KaMHs1, B O)KUIaHUM 3aMepeB, U He 3Has, 4To Oynet nasnbine. Kak
OHM OyIyT MpOBEPATH, CKakeM, YiCToTy Tena? He B ruHekoro-



TMYECKOe K& KPECNIO CaXarh... XOTsl, KTO MX 3HAET B UX Cpejl-
HEBEKOBBE. . .

OT HaBHCIIMX MEPCHEKTUB CIENIAIOCHh He TIo ceode.

— Ckaxwu, Thl T0OMIa Korga-HUOY/Ib?

A kuBHYyA.

— Jla. JIroOuna.

4 ckazasia 4eCTHO, CTapasiChb He BO3BPAIIATLCS MBICIISIMU TY-
J1a, B TOT KOIMAapHbIi rof. .. [IpenatenscTBo ao0uMMoro, 0oib,
JUIUTEIbHAS OOJIE3Hb. . .

— XMMM. .. — (pesg HaXMypHJIach, IOCMOTPEB Ha MeHsA. — TBon
BOCIIOMUHAHUSI OJIHU, HO TeJI0 TIOMHUT JIPYroe... DTO TeJlo He
3HAJIO JTIOOBM HU B KaKOH U3 ee POpM. ..

4 nomHsina B3msAA Ha ew. OHa npojo/kaia U3ydarolle
CMOTPETh HA MEHSI.

— OueHb CTPaHHO. .. — IIenTajla OHa. — Beab Thl — 3TO U HE Th
BOBce... He 1o cBoeli Bojie Thl 3/1€Ch, BEPHO?

Ona poragamace?! Ho ecnmu tak, To MOXET OBITh, 3TO MOU
€JMHCTBEHHDIH IIaHC MOINacTb JOMOI!

— BoI Bce npaBuiibHO roBopute! — Beimanuia 5. — Ecnu yecrt-
HO, TO s BOOOIIIE He 3Hal0, KaKk OKa3aJjach 3/1eCh, B 3ToM Tejie! Ho
€CJI BBl MOXETE TIOMOYb MHE, TO...

He neByiika b TpyCTHO YIIBIOHYIACh, KAYHYB T'OJIOBOM.

— VBbl... MHE 1T03BOJIEHO CTOJIb MAJIO, YTO BPSAL JIA MOMX CUJT
XBaTUT BepHYTh Tebs... Ho g mam tebe momapok... OH momo-
KeT 1ede. .. XOTh HEMHOT0, YTOOBI ThI MOIJIA Y3HaTh IpaBay. Ho
MIpesK/ie Thl BCTPETUIIbCs ¢ MouMHu cecTpamu. Keratu. .. To, TBoe



npexHee 1eno. .. OHO ObUIO YUCTHIM?

— Nmeete BBHUIY, HE criajia Jik 51 C KeM? — CKENNTUYECKH MPU-
NO/THsIIa 51 OPOBb.

des uyTh TOMOPIIUIIACS.

— Ha.

— Her... Tor mapens... OH xean OT MeHsI OOJIBIIETO, YeM
nipocto norenyu. Ho ... B o0miem, nouemy-to pemivia, 4to Ha
TOT MOMEHT ellle He TOTOBa... A OH OpoCHII MeHsl, Haiijis cebe
Ty, YTO MOIJIA 1IaTh €My BCE, YTO OH XOYET.

JleByllIka KauyHyJsa roJI0BOM.

— Kaxpiit BeIOMpaeT 1o ceoe.

MrHoBeHue criycTsl BAPYT Nepej Ila3aMu CBEpKHYJIa sSpKas
Bernbika. U psiiom ¢ peeit 3aBUciu ernie ABe KEHIIMHBI B TTI0X0-
KUX OlIeAHMSIX. B pykax ofHa aep:aia BECHl, a Ipyras — Meu.

— 51 mpoBepio YUCTOTY TBOMX MBICJIEH... — CKa3aja Ta, 4To
Jepkaja B pykax Becbl. — Majio y KOro oH1 YMCThbl. B OCHOBHOM
BCE JIyMaIOT JIWIIIh O JIEHbraX WM CJIaBe U MOJIOKEHUU B 0OIIe-
CTBE...

OpHa yailia 4yTh HAKpPEHUJIaCh BHU3, & 51 BAPYT OYYBCTBOBA-
Jla, KaK Ha MEH$ MO/YJ JIETKUIA BETEPOK.

— XMMMM. .. — IPOTSAHYJIA )KEHIIMHA, [IPULTY PUBASCh. — A 3TO
yKe UHTepPECHO. . . CI1aBbl M ICHET Thl JIEMCTBUTEIIBHO KENAClb. . .
Ho He Takux, 4to HOCTal0TCS OECIiaTHO. DTO XOPOIIHIA 3HAK.
Jlymaio, 4To MOTYy CKa3arb, 4YTO TBOM MbICJIU YHUCTHI. . .

— Y Hee He ee Telo, — BIPYT BO3pa3uiia Ta AEBYIIIKA, KOTOpast
MpoBepsiiia MeHs npexkae. — M ronoBa ee 3aHsATa HE MBICIISIMU



00 oTOOpe U JKeHMXe, a JIMIIb TeM, KaK BepHYThCS JOMOM. Tort,
paJ KOTOPOTO OHA MIPUIILIA HA OTOOP, MOXKET OIMIMOUTHCS, €CIN
ThI IOCTABUIIIH €l HA PyKe METKY IIBETKA. . .

Ha mur r71a3a %eHIIMHbI ¢ BECaMU HATIOJTHUIIUCH JOCAIOM.

— Beuno 1b1 Bce nopruiis! JlagHo. .. 1 momymaro, Kakou 3Hak
OCTaBJIIO HA ee 3arsicThe. .. [1ycTh BHAUaJIe MPOBEPAT YUCTOTY ee
cepaual

7KeniuHa ¢ Me4OM B pyKax 4yTh MOAIUIBUIA KO MHE.

— Mos npoBepka OyzieT CypoBee, 4eM OCTaJIbHbIE, — CKa3aia
oHa. — S morpyxy TeOsi B TBOW CaMBIil OOJBIIION CTPax, YTOOBI
y3HaTh, HACKOJIBKO YMCTO TBOE CEPIIIE.
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CrpanHo. .. Moe niporuioe... S Buxky cedst Oynro Obl O CTO-
POHBI.

Ceituac 1 cTo10 Ha GAJTKOHE OTHOTO U3 CBOUX Jpy3eil. MbI OT-
MeYaJi TOT/1a €ro AEHb POXKACHUS. .. PAIOM CO MHOU CTOMT BbI-
cokas OioHAuHKa, JIuza KapeTHukoBa, 4TO-TO MHE TOBOPHT.

3BYK CTaJl IOCTETIEHHO MOSBJIATHCS, U 5 YCbIILIAIA Pa3roBop.
Cepmiie 3acTy4aaoch Kak OeIIeHHOE B TPyaH. DTOT JEHb. .. TOT
yKACHBIY JI€Hb!

— Makc 3anan Ha Te0s1! — OOBUHHTEIBHO THIUET MAJIbLIEM B
MEHS JIEBYIIIKA.

4 noxana rueyamu.

— MBbI poCTO IpY3bA.

— py3bsa? — Ha ee JiuLie MOsABJIAETCS 37I0Belast KpUBasi YJIblO-
Ka. — 3Haelb, YTo OH MHe cKkazai? Ha3Ban MeHs ApsAHBIO, Kyc-
KOM JIEpbMa, YTO BAJISETCA y HOI' TaKUX, Kak Tl ¢ HUM! Yrt0 4
Jaxke B MOAMETKH TeOe He roxych! UTOOH 51 epecTtaa ero npe-
CJIEIOBaTh, M JaJIa BAM C HUM CIIOKOMHO JBIIIATh BO3LYXOM!

A nmomopmminace. 3Hasg Makca, OH B BBIDAKEHUSIX HE CTEC-
HsuicA. JInza KapeTHuKoBa v npaBaa MpeciieioBaia ero noBClo-
ny yxe asa roga. [Ipoxony He gaBana. Bugumo, y npyra Hacran
Kpail ¥ KyBIUMH TepPIEHUs NEPENOTHUIICS.

— 4 coxanewo... — 4eCTHO CKasaja s1. — YBepeHa, 4to Makc
OBLT TPOCTO HE B cede, pa3 Tak cKazall.



— He B cebe? — nmeBymika BAPYT BIEMWIACh MHE B CBHUTED,
TOJIKHYJIA, 3aCTAaBUB OOJIOKOTUTHCS O Tiepuiia OaaKoHa.

— Ilyctu! Wnu s 3akpudy! — oTUasiHHO cKaszana s, MbITasCh
0ocBOOOAUTKCS, HO JIM3a Oblia MeHsI cubHee.

—Yewm s xyxke?! [ nBa roma norpatuia Ha T0, YTOOBI OH XOTb
B3nsiHY1 Ha meHs1! YEM 4 XV KE, 4 TEBA CITPAIINBAIO,
TBAPDH?!

Ona coBceM copBajiach Ha KpUK, cTasia TpsCTU MeHs. Kaxer-
csl, s TOXE YTO-TO KpUyaJa.

Vikac ckoBan MeHs. { 3Hana, 4yTO AaJIblIe TPOU30MIeT. 3Ha-
Jla, U HE MOIJIa MEPEXUTh ITO BHOBb... Sl TIOMHIO TOJNYOK, KO-
POTKUI MUT TaJIeHusi, XPyCT COOCTBEHHBIX KocTell u 601b. Ho
ele Xye, MoJrojia B MOCTeJH, a 3aTeM J[Ba — Ha KOJsICKe, 0e3
BO3MOKHOCTH XOJUTh... boru... Mou Apy3bsi Toraa BHITSHYJIN
MeHs1. Ho ecniu Obl He onu... Her.... Her, Her, Het! { He xouy,
YTOOBI 3TO IOBTOPSIIOCH 3aHOBO!

XOTenock 3aKkpuyarh, HO s He Moria. JIuie cMoTpena, Kak
s1, B TIPOIILJIOM, 3aBHCJIA, TIEPErHYBIIKCH IOl BECOM OJIOHAMHKH
yepe3 nepuiia OaykoHa... Cefiuac OHa TOJIKHET MEHs U. ..

— Tel MOXelllb BCE U3MEHUTD... — pa3ajics HaJ yXOM KEH-
CKU# royoc. — JIuie noxenan, ¥ T0o, YTO CIYYUIIOCH C TOOOH,
MOJTYYUT OHA, a He ThI.

41 mocmotpena Ha JIuzy. Ha ee mepekoieHHOEe OT Oe3yMm-
HOW sipocTH JMLo. 1 HeHaBuzena ee. Bcio cBO Mocienyolyio
KU3Hb HEHaBuena. Jlexa B mocrenu, Korja Mosi MaTh, CJIOBHO
3a peOeHKOM, youpasia MOM TiepernaykaHHble TiesieHku. Korma s



3abIXaJIACh OT COOCTBEHHOUN OECITOMOIIHOCTH. ...

Sl HeHaBUIEIA, HO YYacTH, KOTOPYIO Mepekuia cama, 51 He JKe-
nana Obl naxe eil. Kak He xeana u cMepTu.

— Her, — BoigaBuiIa u3 cedd . — 51 He kesaio el TOoro xe.

N BoT — TOM4OK. MrHoBeHHe 1osieTa u... S 3axj1eObIBaloch B
COOCTBEHHOM KpPUKE W yXkace, a 3aTeM Pe3KO OTKPHIBAIO I71a3a,
MIOHUMasl, YTO cefuac, Kak B IMPOIUIBIA pa3 YBUKY OOTbHUYHBIN
MOTOJIOK peaHumaruu. .. Ho Her.

B3noxHyna, BeITUpast BEICTYNUBIINE KAlleJIbKH MoTa co jioa. 5
Bce TaMm xe. Ha mpoksisitom pakoHbeM otdope. U To, uT0o OBI-
JI0... DTO JUIb OYepeaHoe uctbiTaHue ot eit. Kotopsle, kcra-
TH, BHUMATEJbHO CMOTPEIM Ha MEHs.

—Yucra! — BbIHECTIA CBOU BEPIUKT KEHIIIMHA C MEYOM. — Y-
BUTEJILHO!

— 4 mocraBmo e Ha pyKy 1BeToK... U eme koe-yrto... Ee
TIOMBICJTbI BCE K€ UMCTbI, XOTh OHA U HE KeJlaeT AyMaTh O CBOEM
JKEHUXeE. .. — CKa3aJia JKEHIIMHA C BeCaMH.

Mae 6b110 Bce paBHO. f cTosiia, OIKaB TyOBI U CTapasich He
pazpeBeThCsl. DTO ObLIO kKecTOKO! OUeHb KECTOKO 3aCTaBUTh Me-
HsI IEPEXUTh BCE 3TO BHOBbD!

— beanas neBoyka... — 3aMETUB MOIO peaKIIvIio B3/I0XHYJIa Ta,
YTO MPOBEPsIA TENO. — DTa MOS CecTpa BCerja MpHUIyMbIBAET
Takue kectokue ucnbitanus! Ho 1ol... Thl MHOTOE nepeHecna,
HO TBOE CEp/IIIE OCTAJIOCh MSATKUM U HE 3a4epcTBesio. Mbl 1agum
TeOe 0COOEHHBIE JIapHI. . .

— Hapwr?



— 41, kak u obGemana, 1am Tede TO, YTO IMTOMOKET HANTH OTBE-
THl. .. BoT, nepxu!

B ee pykax Bapyr mosiBUjiach MajieHbKasl 3amucHasi KHUKKA,
KOTOPYIO OHA MPOTSIHYJIA MHE.

— Tebe HyXHO NWIITL HANKCATh BOMPOC, M THI TYT k€ TONY-
yuiib oTBeT. HO 3a1aTh THI €ro MOXeIllb pa3 B TPH JAHSI.

Bot 310 nmogapok! Beixogur, Tak s cMOry y3HaTh, Kak Bep-
HYTbCSI IOMOW ?

— Cnacu6o! — nckpeHHe nodmiarogapuia s, MPUHAB OT den
aap.

Crnenyromieit Ko MHe nojjerena ¢esi ¢ BeCamu.

— XOTh TBOU MBICJIH Ceiuac AajaeKko OT TOro, YT MPOUCXOAUT
BOKpYT, Buktopus... { Bce ke cTaBimo Tede OTMETKY O YHCTOTe
pazyma. Ho mMou cecTpbl TOBOpSIT, UYTO 3TUM 51 MOTY BBECTHU B
320y JIeHUe KeHUXa-ApakoHa... YTo x.

des menkHyaa nagbiamMu. Moe Teno BIPYr 0Kazaioch 00b-
STO aOCOJTIOTHO XOJIOTHBIM, HE OOKHUTAIONTM KOXKY, orHeM. Ka-
KOE-TO BpeMsI 5 MpoObUIa B HEM, a TIOTOM OH BJIPYT TIOTac.

— Yt0 3710 OBLIO? — YIUBUIIACH £1.

— TlonaB ciona, B 4yx)oe TeJo, JIOKHO MPOWTH I0CTaTOY-
HO BpeMeHH, YTOOBI TBOSI aypa M 3armax BocCTaHOBWIMCH. Cta-
JI IEUCTBUTEILHO TBOMMHU. VI3MEHEeHHs yXe Havasu MPOUCXO-
quTh. .. Ho moka mporiece uaeT CIMIKoM MeajieHHO. 1 yckopu-
na ero. Tenepb TBOM HACTOSIIIIMIA 3aMax CTall sipye, a aypa YMiIe.

— Ho 3auem? — He noHs1a 1.

den neperTHyANCh MEXIY COOOM, M BAPYT 3aXUXUKAIH.



— [lotom y3Haemns! B moOom ciydae... 9T0 IMEHHO TO, YTO
TeOe HyXHO ceituac!

Hacran yepen nocnennent oeu Bpydath aphl.

— TBoii crpax yxaceH ajs Mo0OO0ro... — cKazaja BAPYTr OHAa,
noziietast Ko MHe. — $1 xorena Obl U3BUHUTKCS, 32 TO, UTO 3aCTa-
BIJIa TeOsI BCE 9TO MEPEKUTD, HO TaK ObLIIO HYXHO. B3ameH s xo-
Jy Mojiaputh Tede Koe-uTo. YToObl Thl He 00slach OOJIbIIE BbI-
COTHI. ..

S moexwnack. JIeNCTBUTENBHO, TOCIE NaJeHus 1 3a0blia O
TOM, YTO MOXHO IOCTOSITh Ha OAJIKOHE, JIIOOYsACh Ha KPacoTy
BHU3Y. [laxxe Ha mudTe nepecrana e3AUTh, YIPsIMO MOAHUMASCh
10 JIECTHUIIE.

— 51 u He 60I0Ch. .. — COBpasIa 3a4eM-TO 1, a (hest MATKO YIIbIO-
HYJIaCh.

— Jlepxu, — OHa MPOTsAHYJIA MHE KYJIOH B BUJI€ CIOXEHHbBIX
KpbUIbEB 0a0O0YKH, CHIENAHHBIX U3 KAKOTO-TO MOYIPO3PAYHOrOo
kamHs1. — Teneps oHu TBoW. C HUMU Thl HUKOT/1A OOJIBIIIE HE YIia-
aenib. .. Jlaxe eciu OyaeT OueHb BBICOKO.
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Beiia s u3 Capa ®eii 6e3 npukodenuid. Ctouso gesam co
MHOU MOIPOIIATLCS, KaK MePeI0 MHOW Cpasy Ke MOsIBUIACh J10-
pOXKa, uaymas BHU3. TaM MeHs yke BCTpedyasiu.

— DU, THl CyMeJla IPOUTHU 3TO WCHbITaHUE? Y MEHS TOJb-
KO OJMH U3 3HaKOB — IIBETOK. OcTajbHble 3Ur3aru! — ne4ajbHo
B3/I0XHYJIa Jieau PaiiHa u3 kinana SAMoBBIX TpakOHOB, MUHHA-
TIOpHAas OJIOH/IMHKA.

S noxana rieqamu.

— He 3Hatw. ..

— He 3naems? [okaxwu, uto y 7e0s1! — TyT ke HaOpocuiach Ha
MEHs JIEBYIIIKA, HO ee MepexBaTujl MOAKPABLIMIACS, CIOBHO KOT,
umrieparop bpaiiH.

— Bawm, Paitna, nenu MukenaHc HUUEro rnokasblBaTh HE TOJIK-
Ha... [IpricoenuHUTECh K OCTAJIBHBIM, MOXATYICTa, — CYXO CKa-
3aJ1 OH.

MBbI ocTanuch CTOSITh B OTIAJIEHUM OT CTAalKU JEBYILEK, OJHU.

— Ilokaxwure Baiily pyky, Jieau Benbger.

S mocyIIHO MOTsIHYJIa CBOIO PYKY, IJIe HA KOXe TOpeiu OT-
METKH TI0CJIE ITPOBEPKHU (peu.

— NHTepecHo. .. — mpouienTan MyK4rHa.

[opsiune masbipl 0OXBATHIIM 3ATISICThE.

— Yro-10 He Tak?

— Bam pocrammch Bce Tpu 1Betka... [1omoOHBIA pe3ysbrar



JIIb y Jieau Ararens Uy sieau HecBuiib, eciii Bam MHTEPECHO.
Ho Hu y oHO# U3 HUX He OBbUIO MOJI0OHON OTMETKH.

4l 3akycuna ryOy, IJIsTHYB Ha cBeTUBIIyIocs OykBY “T” psgom
CO BTOPBIM LIBETKOM.

— “T” B MUpe Maruu o3HavaeT “TaiiHa”... — IpoOOPMOTAIT OH,
a 3aTeM [MOCMOTPEN MHE B IJ1a3a.

[Mo cnivHe gake Mypariku nooesxau.

— [louemy pes, KOTOpas OlleHMBaJIa YUCTOTY BAILIErO pa3yMma,
Harpajuia Bac nojoOHsIM CMMBOJIOM? YUTO BHI CKpbIBaeTe?

S motsinyna Ha ceds pyKy. MyX4rHa OTITyCTHII €€ C OONBIION
HEOXOTOM.

— Bo3MokHO, 3Ty 3arajiky ciienyeT pasrajarh BaMm? — ycMex-
HYJ1aCh $1, HE 3Hasl, KaK YBEPHYTbCS M3-TIOJ IBITJIIMBOIO B3IJISA-
Ja. — Bbl yI0CTOBEpUIINCh, YTO pa3ymM MO YKCT. UTO ke 10 TarH,
TO MO3BOJILTE MHE UX OCTaBUTH TPH ceoe.

— Bor kak! — ycMexHysicsl ApakoH, a 3aTeM BAPYT UIYMHO BTS-
HYJ1 HOCOM BO3MYyX.

— BBl N0/Ib30BaIMCh KAKUMU-TO JyXamu, Jieand Benbeer?

Hy Bot. Haunnaercs. BepHyiu 3amax HaCTOJIBKO, YTO OH Jlaxke
CTajl pa3apa)xarb YyBCTBUTEbHBIA HOC 3TOro ApakoHuia! Io-
Japoyek! A Bce MOTOMY, YTO B 9TOM MUPE HET HOPMAJIBHOT'O JI€3-
OJOpaHTAa. ..

— He nonb3oBanace.

— Yro Bam oHm nopapuiu? Bcee neBymiku xBacraiorcsi Oora-
TBIMU OXKepeJibAMU. A Jien Aratesib MOJAAPUIN MeY. . .

Sl MamMHAIBHO KOCHYJIACh PyKaMH KYJIOHUMKA B BUJE KPbI-



JbeB 0a00YKHM, KOTOPBIA yKe ycresa 3acTerHyTh Ha iee. Pen
CKa3aJid, 4TO TaK s He Oymy 0osIThest BbICOTH. HO UTO OHU nMenu
BBUY? MOXeT, Kakylo-To Metagopy?

—3107?

[TpoBOpHbIE NAJTBIIBI TOBTOPUJIM MOE JIBUKEHUE, IIPUKACASICh
K UyTb CBETSILMMCS] KAMEHHBIM KPbUTbsiMU Ha rpyau. [1o teny ot
9TOr0 MPUKOCHOBEHUS MOOeKaiu UCKOpKU. IHTepecHo, 3auemM
OHM B TUIAThsIX JEJIAIOT Takue riyookue aekonsre? Maso Toro,
YTO HEeyHOOHO, TaK elle u...

— A-aaaa! —BIIpyr 3aKpuyaiia s, IOHUMAsl, YTO CO MHOM BJIPYT
4TO-TO TIpou3onuio. Kakas-To HeBeomasi cuia mpumoHsiia Me-
Hs1 B BO3/IYX IIe-TO Ha METP.

A erie 3a CIMHOU MOSIBUJIOCH KAKOE-TO CTPAHHOE OLITyIIIEHHE.
Kak Oynro OBl s1 4yBCTBOBasa, Kak 3a MOeW CIIMHOW TOSIBUJICS
MaJIeHbKAM MOTOPYHMK, Kak y KapicoHa.

— Kpbutbsi! — BOCXUILIEHHO BBIIOXHYJT uMIiepatop. — Peu nanu
BaM KpbUibs, Jeau Mukenanc! [Toxoxe, Bbl OyauTe eTUHCTBEH-
HOW KPbUIATOM APAKOHULIEN B UCTOPHH. . .

Emy-T0, KOHEUHO, ObIJIO MHTEPECHO HAOMIONATh 32 METaMOp-
(pozamu, 4TO MPOUBOILIM CO MHOM, @ BOT MHE — HE O4eHb. XO-
Ts1 OBl IIOTOMY, UTO $1 IEICTBUTENILHO OOSIIACh BHICOTHI, a TETEPh
MOHMMAJIa, YTO ellle HEMHOTO, U 51 HAYHY TIOJIHUMATbCSI BBEPX.

4 3anepBHMUaNa. B3 sHTapHBIX APaKOHBUX IJ1a3, CMOT-
PEBIINX C HECKOHYAEMbIM MHTEPECOM, 3aCTaBJIsLI YyBCTBOBATD
ceOs1 HEJIOBKO. A s ellie s1 IOHUMAJIa, YTO ellie HEMHOTO U IIPOCTO
3aKpUuy OT CTpaxa.



— oxanyiicra! [pomry! Kak Bbl 310 BKIOUMH. .. 4... 9 60-
10Ch BBICOTHI!

My:xurMHa HaXMyPUJICS.

— boutech BbICOTHI?

4l ’xe, MOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO MOAHSJIACH €IIle HAa MOJIMETpa, BCe
K€ B MAHMKE 3aKpHhyaja.

Myx4MHa cpearpoBajl ObICTPO, JIETKO OOXBAaTUB MEHS TIOJ
KOJICHSIMU, U MOTSIHYB BHU3 Ha ceOs.

— Paccna6prech, Mukenanc... $1 Bac nepxy. B HeOo BbI He
yaerure. [1o kpaitHen Mepe, oKa 51 BaC He OTITYIILY.

Ot ero y/nbIOKHU MO TeJTy MPOIIeNics CTPAaHHBIN Kap.

— Tawm ectb HeOoObINAS 3a1TieNKa Ha KyJoHe. CIBUHBTE €€ HOT-
TeM. Kpbuibsi UCUE3HYT.

Hpoxanmmu OT BOJTHEHHUS NaJIbLIaMU $1 TAE-TO C TPEThEU IO0-
MIBITKU BCE K€ ITY 3allleJIKy Hallljla U ¢ 00JleYeHreM BbIIOXHYJIA,
KOT/Ia TOHS1JIA, YTO MEHsI OOJIbIlIe HUYEro He TSHET B He0O.

3aro 51 COCKOJIb3HY/A B pyKax APAaKOHA BHU3, U TeNEepb OH
(bakTrueckn OOHMMAT MeHS, IPUICPKUBAS TOPTIUMU PyKaMU

3a CIIMHY.
— Bbl oueHb npuATHO naxHete, Mukenaxc... Y Bac 3anoMu-
HAIOITUICS apoMar. .. — IIeMHYJ OH MHE Ha yXO.

A TIOTOM OTITYCTHII.

— Paji, 9To BBHI yCHeNTHO NPOILIM UCTIbITaHue. YTO e J10 To-
JapKa, TO U3BUHUTE, YTO MPOSBUII U3JIMIITHEE JTIOOOIMBITCTBO, HO
(beu maBHO He omapuBaM JIEBYIIEK YeM-T1O0 MOa0OHBIM. [ly-
Malo, 9To B BaC €CTh YTO-TO OCOOEHHOE, JIEIH. . .



CnomMaHHBIM XpeOeT 1 1Ba rofa Ha MHBAJIUIHOM KoJisicke. P —
3HAYUT POMAHTHUKA.

— Hymaio, uto ¢eu Bce ke ommudauch ¢ nogapkoM. Kak s u
CKazana, s 00I0Ch BBICOTHI, U BPSIL JIU KOIJa-JIMO0 BOCIHONb3Y-
10Ch 9TUM KYJIOHOM. .. 3HaeTe, s 1axke OarogapHa, uTo s MoHsUIa
CBOICTBO 3TOrO MpeameTa rpu Bac. Cama Obl 51, HABEPHOE, KYTKO
3aMaHUKOBAJIA. .. — IPU3HAIACH 1.

MyXunHa KauHyJ FOJIOBOU.

— D1u ¢en — apepaue Oorunu, Mukenanc. OHM He MOTYT
ommouThest. Ecim oHu qapoBasy BaM KpbUThsi, 3HAUUT, BaM CyXK-
JEHO JIETATh.

B 3amok Ero [IpakoneriiiecTBa s BepHyJach, oOypeBaemasi
BOCITIOMUHAHUSIMU, KOTOPBIE OT3BIBAJIUCH B JIyIIIe TYMOW OOJBIO.
Bce, 4yTo mpou3onuio Torjaa, HECKOJILKO JIET Ha3al, s CTapajiach
3a0bITh. XOTsI Obl IOTOMY, YTO MEHSI HE PaJOBAIN OXUJAIOIINE
MeHd nepcnekTusbl: “IIyctb Bbl, BUKTOpUSA, 1 BHOBb HAYYMJIUCh
XO[IUTh, TIOCJIE TPUALIATH JIET Balll IO3BOHOYHUK HE BBIACPKUT
Harpy3ku. Bo3pact HauHeT CKas3bIBaTbCsl M BaC HAYHYT MYYHUTh
cuibHelIme 0onu. A mocie coOpoka HUKTO He JaCT rapaHTHH,
YTO Bbl HE OKaXeTEeCh MapajIM30BaHHOW CHOBA™.

Tak roBopuJM Bpauu, a 51 U130 BCEX CUJI CTApalach UX HE CIIy-
1IaTh.

Ha mur s Bapyr 3agymanace. Yto ecau s momnana cloja He
ciydaitHo? MOXeT, 9TO M €CTbh CHIaCeHUsl OT MOETO TPSIAYIIEro
HECYACTIIMBOro OyIyIIero, KOToOporo s Tak 0osiiach?



4l kaunyna ronoout. Het. Takoro TouHO He MOXeT ObITh. Benib
eule rjae-To cyuecrByer Hacrosamas Mukenanc. M g4 oueHp Ha-
JEI0Ch, YTO HE B MOEM TeJle. Bpsl 11 3TOM M3HEXKEHHOM JIeAU
MIOHPABUTCs 3apadaTbiBaTh ceOe Ha KU3Hb MIEHUEM B CTUJIE POK.

HeBosibHO BCIIOMHUB O MY3bIKE, KOTOPOU I JKWJIa MOCJIeIHUE
TOfIbl, 51, OJTaXXEHHO PACTSHYBIIMCH HA JKMBOTE HA KPOBATH, 3a-
MypJIbIKajia cede Moji HOC KaKylo-TO HEHaBS3UMBYIO ITECEHKY.

— Jlenu BenbBeT! — cronsio MHe paccinabuthesi, B IBEPh KOM-
HAThI MTOCTYyYasach OHa U3 CJly:kaHOK. — Ero BesmuectBo 3aBer
Bcex Ha ykMH. OH OIVIACUT TaM pE3y/IbTaThl CETOIHSIIHETO UC-
nbITaHus. KTo-To cerogHs U3 yyacTHHIl HOKUHET OTOOP.

$1, B30OXHYB, CIOJI3JIa C KPOBAaTH. YKUH — 3TO XOPOIIO. A BOT
BBUIETETh C OTOOPA, HE TIOCETUB ellle pa3 OMOIMOTEKY, 51 HE XO-
TeJa.

S onena HACKOPO MPOCTEHBKOE TEMHO-CUHEE IUIAThE C YyTh
pacKJIellIeHHOM 100KO0M, coOpasia TsKeJble JOKOHBI B XBOCT U OT-
MPaBUJIaCh B 00E/ICHHYI0 KOMHATY.
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B obGenenHoil KOMHaTe MeHsl KJaJl HEMPUSITHBIN CIOPIPU3.
Oxkazasock, 4ToO MU paclipeesieHU: MecT MHe Bbllajia ocodast
YECTh 3aHMMATh MECTO 1O JIEBYIO pyKy oT Ero Bemmuecrsa. Ilo
NPaByIo yke cujena Aratesb, yMeJIO Opyaysl HOKOM M BUJIKOM.

4 MbiciieHHo ckpuBmiiack. 3a uto?! CUaeTh psijioM ¢ uMmIiepa-
TOpoM ObUTO UpeBato. Eciiu Mou poICTBEHHUUYKU HE PACKYCHIIN
MEHsI, TO 3TO ellle He 3HAYUT TOrO, YTO ITOrO HE MOXKET C/IeNaTh
MOTEHIMAJIBHBIN KEHUX.

— Ilpucaxupaiitech, Jeau Mukenanc, — My)KYMHa TaJIAHTHO
OTOJIBUHYJI MHE CTYJI, CTOMJIO MHE TOJIbKO MPHUOIU3UTHCS K Ha-
3HAUEHHOMY MECTY.

4l mociy1iHo cena, HEMHOTO YYBCTBYsI ce0s1 He B CBOEM Tapeli-
Ke T0]] 3aBUCTIMBbIMU B3IISI/IAMU OCTAJILHBIX YYACTHUII, KOTO-
PbIM JIOCTTUCh MeCTa He CTOJIb OJIM3KO K TJIABHOMY IPH3Y OT-
oopa.

— ¥V Bac camblil UHTEPECHBIN MOJAPOK OT (per, noporas! —
IIPOBOPKOBaja Araresib, 4yTh HAKJIOHUBIINCH K CTONY, TO €CTb,
KO MHE, ¥ JIEMOHCTPUPYSI TIOITYTHO nMIieparopy bpaitHy BHyIIH-
TEJIbHOE JIEKOJIbTE.

— 51 OBl ¢ ynOBOILCTBHEM OOMEHS1Ia ero Ha Baill! — UICKpeHHe
MIPU3HANIACH 1.

Her, npaBna! Meu MHe ObuT ObI Kya OOJIee MoJIe3eH, YeM KPbl-
JIbSL.



— Wckmoueno, nenu BenbBer, — BMeaics B pa3roBop Apa-
koH. — [Tomapok et Henb3s1 TpogaTh, OOMEHATh WK TIOTEPSTh.
OH Bce paBHO BepHETCs K BaM. S gymas, 4to Bbl 3HaeTe 00 ITOM.

¢l mokayvasa rojsoBoii.

— Her. 51 06 sTom He 3Hana. Ho B moGom citydae, s1 Bpsia Jix
KOTJa-TMO0 UM BOCIIONB3YIOCh.

— Tak cubHO OOMTECH BHICOTHI? — MHE MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO B I'O-
JI0CEe MY>KUMHBI MOCBIIIANIACH 10CA/IA.

— 970 JU1lb MOe Jie10, Baie BennyectBo, — cepbe3HO cKka3a-
Jia s1, 1aBas MOHSATh, YTO MPOIOJIKATh Pa3rOBOP HE HACTPOEHA.

4l yTKHynach B Tapesky, Jefas BUJ, 4TO YBJIeueHa KyporaT-
KOIA, 3arieYeHHOI B MeJie ¥ YepHOC/IMBe. XBaja HebecaMm, JPakoH
HaKoOHeI[ 0OEpHYJICS K CBOEH coceike, M OOJIbIIIe He TIOBOPAYH-
BaJICS.

V>X1UH MUPHO MpOTEKa eille nomvaca, noka Ero Bennuectso
He TMOJHSUICS U3-32 CTOJA, jKeJlasi YTO-TO CKa3arh.

— I[Iporry MUHYTKY BHUMAHHSI, MAJIBIE IAMBI. . . — CKa3aJI OH. —
Sl BbIHYK/EH Ha3BaTb MMEHA TeX, KTO HAC CErOJHsS MMOKUHET.
Kak BbI 3HaeTe, OqHUM U3 YCJIOBUH ydacTusi B oTOOpe ObLT hakT
HEBUHHOCTU MPETEeH/IEHTKU. fI ObUT OueHb yapyueH, y3HaB, 4ToO
nequ Cenecta u nequ AnbpuHa yxe Halum cebe N30paHHUKOB,
HO BCe K€ PEelIIU NONbITaTh cyacThs. [locne y:xuHa oHu MOKU-
HYT MOW 3aMOK.

3a CTOJIOM MOCTBIIIAIICS HEONOOPUTEIbHBIN HIETIOT.

— U3-3a 31uX nyp-eit ummneparop JUMIIWICSA JTy4dllei Jieau,
JOCTOMHOM KOpoHbI! — (bIipkHyaa Cenecra, IEMOHCTPATUBHO



BCTaBas U3-3a CTOJIA.

Bropast BRIrHaHHAsl yYaCTHUIIA MOC/IEI0BAJIA €€ IIPUMepy.

— [NoBepsbTe, MMIIEpu s 3TO KaK-HUOYIb IEPEKUBET, — C YIIBIO-
KOW NapupoBaJl MyKYMHa.

4l ycmexHyach, oKavyas roJIoBOM U MOpaskasich MOg0OHOM CU-
Tyauuu. Cunsinue IeByIIKH 32 CTOJIOM 3aryJesii, CJIOBHO pa3Bo-
POLIEHHBIN YJIEH, a 51 BHOBb YBJIEKJIACh €J0M.

Ocrarok yuHa IpoLies HU4eM He OTIIMYasCh OT IPeAblayIe-
ro. §l HUKaKoro uHTEpeca K JpakoHy He MPOsBIIAIA, Ja U OH BCe
BpeMsl pa3roBapuBai ¢ Araresib, U ObUI SIBHO 3aMHTEPECOBAH B
Heil. PeruB, 4To MeHst Oosbliie 3a CTOJIOM HUYETro He AEPKMUT, 5
pelmia, 4yTo nopa yxoauts. Tem Oosee, 4To 51 XOTela elle cero-
JTHS TIOCETUTh OMOIMOTEKY.

BriOpaB MOMEHT, 51 4yTh KallUISIHYIA, IPUBJIEKas K cebe BHU-
MaHUe UMIIepaTopa.

— Hy, s noma xe, na? Cnacu6o 3a Bedep! CrokoiHOW HO-
YH...

He cmipHO OOpamiaBmmil mpexae Ha MeHsl BHUMaHHe Jpa-
KOH OOEpHYJICSI TaK PEe3KO, UTO s Jaske HEBOJILHO B3APOrHYJIa OT
HEOKUJIAHHOCTH.

B AHTapHOM B3IJIs/IE MJIECKAIACh HEMIOHATHAS] MHE SIPOCTb.

— Bawm cronbs HenpusiTHO Moe 0011ecTBO, Jieau BenmbeT? — pas-
JaJICsl XJIECTKUI, CIIOBHO ILIETh, BOMPOC.

OT 51e11HOrO roJ10ca HEBOJIBHO MO TeTy MOOeXKaId MypalIKH.
4 3amsamace ¢ OTBETOM.

— Boo0ime-to Her, mpocTo. ..



— Yto “npocto”? Bam onsATh Hy’)KHO B OMOINOTEKY ?

B3pnoxnyna, Habupasich permMOCTH.

— He noBepurte, HO MMEHHO Tyja 51 1 cooupaiack. K Tomy xe,
Bbl MHE CaMU BbIJIAJIU TY/Ia TTPOITYCK.

OH ycmexHyscs. XOTsl OEIIeHCTBO B SIHTAPHOM B3IJIsijIe HU-
KyJa He JIe10Ch.

— 41 He oTIycKalo Bac CEroHsl.

OH cKa3aj 3TO CIIOKOMHO, IMo4TH THX0. Ho MHe ObLIO OueHb
HenpuATHO. Kak OyATo ymiat ¢ XOJIOAHOW BOJIOW HA TOJIOBY BbI-
JIAJIA.

[Momxkana ryosl, crapasch MOHATh MOTHUBBI STOTO MYKUHHBIL.
Yero BoT oH npunienuics? Beapb s BUgena, 4to eMy 10 MEHs He
OBUTO BeCh Beuep HUKaKoro jena! MoxeT, oH OOMTCs, KaK Ha
HEro MOCMOTPAT JPYrHe YYaCTHHMIIbI, ECIIA S BAPYT PE3KO YUAY
Y MECTO PsIIOM C HUM orycteeT? MoxkeT, epeKuBaer, 4to Mo-
CTpaJiaeT ero penyranus?

— He cTout Ha MeHs1 oOmkathCes, Jeau BenbBeT, — poIoKui
MY>KYMHA, 3aMETUB MOIO MOJTYAJIMBYIO peakiuio. — Bel camu nop-
nMcai JOKyMEHT 00 yJacTuu B 0TOOpe, a Terepb 3JIUTECh, YTO
MPUXOAUTCS CJIEIOBATh €ro MpaBuiam?

— IIpocto 4 ycrana.

— Bynymas umneparpuiia He TOJKHA yCTaBaTh OT MOJOOHBIX
MPUEMOB, — XOJIOJHO OTO3BAJICSI ApakoH. — [IpuBbikaiite, Muke-
naHc. U kymaire canat co mmuHatoM. OH BechbMa MoJjie3€eH.

Jla yt0 O THI NOJABUJICSI CBOMM IIITMHATOM !

— Koneuno! — musio ynieiOHynach 1.



Beuep ObL1 viciopueH 6e3BO3BpaTHO.

B O6ubnmoTeky s mpuIUia yxe Koraa ObUIO COBCEM IO3JIHO.
Ero JlpakoHeniecTBO MUJIOCTUBO OTITYCTHJI MEHS U3-3a CTOJIA
y’kKe Korja Jaxke Aratenp yiuia K cede B KOMHATY.

Honas oo ABepeu 3aBETHOrO XPAaHWJIMINA KHUT U 3HAHUU, S
KOCHYJIACh €r0 PYKOM, KaK mpex/Jie 9TO Jenian umrmeparop. [pepu
PACKPBUIUCH U 1, B3I0XHYB, BOIILJIA BHYTPb.

3necy napui nonympak. He ymes nosb3oBatbes maruen, s
3aKIJ1a CBeuy, KOTOPYIO Halllla Ha OIHOM M3 CTOJMKOB. fl mpo-
1IUla B CTOPOHY MCTOPUYECKUX KHUT, HO 3aTeM Mepeaymaia, u
OKa3aJjach BO3JIE CTEJJIAKEN C MarnuyeCcKMMu putyanamu. Moxer
OBbITh, TO, UYTO MHE HYXKHO, HAXOIUTCS 3/1eCh?

$1 B3s11a HECKOJIBKO KHUT U, OMYCTUBIIKCH C HUMU B MSITKOE
KPECJI0, CTajIa MPOJIUCTHIBATh OECIOPSIOYHO CTpaHuIlpl. Huuero
TOJIKOBOT'O HE TOIAa1aja0Ch, pa3Be yTo. ..

CrpaHHBIM 3BYK, MMOXOKUW Ha ILETYOK, 3aCTABUJI MEHS OT-
Biieubcs. Sl HaBocTpuia ymm. OceHeHHasi CTPAHHOM JTOTa/IKOU,
s1 KHHYJIAch K Bepu. JlepHyna 3a pyuky, MbITasiCh €€ OTKPHITh, U
pa3Be 4To He B3BbLIA. Tak u ecTb. 3anepro! KTo-TO crienuaibHO
3aKpbU1 JBepb. Ml He moMoraiu Tenepb HU MPUKJIAJAbIBAHUS J1a-
JIOHEH, HU YTO-TO €IIIE.

—Dit! — 3akpuyana s1. — A 3necs! OTkpoiite!

Ho, pa3zymeeTcsi, MHE HUKTO HE OTKPBLI.
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Ha 3aBTpak sienm MukenaHc He citycTiiiach. XOTh OH U ObLI
00bsIBIICH B OOIel cToioBod. BpaitH XxmMypo oOBelN ria3aMu
OCTABLIMXCS TOC/IE BYEPALIHETO UCTIBITAHUS JIEOU U B3JOXHYIL.
Ararenb, ¢ KOTOPOW MOCTOSTHHO MPUXOIMJIOCh IPUCYTCTBOBATD
panoM, paszapaxaia. Pe3yasrarTel IpeAbloyIero UCIbITAHUSA ei
noaaenana Jlecnu. JleBuiia, mpuriameHHas Ha otoop, He Obuia
HU JICBCTBEHHUIIEW, HA YUCTOCEPACYHON MPOCTYIIKOU.

U Bce xe, paau 61ara UMIIEPUH, €€ IPUXOANUIIOCH TEPIIETD Psi-
aoM ¢ coboil. bonee Toro, ynenaTh 3HaKM BHUMaHUS. A, MEX-
Iy IIPOYXM, €ro 3aMHTEpecoBajIa COBCeM Jpyras Jeau. Koropas,
Kaxercsi, Obula He OUeHb 3aMHTEPECOBaHa B HEM, /1a U B CAMOM
oroope. Ho, mpecpeTsibie 00ru, He CUJION ke ee MOTaIlIWIM cioaa?

HeBosbHass MbICTIb O TOM, UTO y Jieau BesbBer yxke Moxer
ObITH M30pPAHHUK cepilla, napanHyiaa aymnry. He 3ps ke den mo-
CTaBUJIM PSIJIOM C €€ OTMETKOM O YUCTOTe padyma OykBy “T”, ko-
TOpasi O3HavyaJIa TaiiHy. bpaiiH He MOT MOHSATh, YTO OHA CKpPbIBA-
er. OnpeiesIeHHO He YTO-TO IJI0X0e, MHa4ye Obl OHa He MpolILIa
NPOBEPKY y ApeBHUX OoruHb. Ho ecim He 310, TO TOrAa 4to?

— Jlenn MukenaHc He coOrpaeTcsi IOUYTHTh HAC CBOUM TIPHU-
CyTCcTBHEM? — TUXO CIIPOCKJI UMIIEPATOP Y OJHOM M3 MOMOIIHMUII,
cTapasich, YTOOBI €r0 HE YCIIBIIIAIN OCTAJIbHbIE YYACTHUIIBI OT-
6opa.

CrnyxaHKa CMyTHJIACh.



— IIpocrure, Bame BenmyecTBo, HO Mbl HCKaJIA €€ BCE yTPO
u He Hanw! [Toxoxe, 4To Mocye y)KMHAa OHA BOOOITE HEe TIPUXO-
JIJIa B KOMHATY.

Coexana? Ho 3auem? Obunenacs? Ho Begp oHa cama Hapy-
II1JIa STUKET, U OH HE MOT' OCTaBUTb 3TO He3aMeueHHbIM. Uiu. ..
Moxet ObITh, BCe elre Xyxe?

Bpaiin Hampsrcsa. Yro, eciu TauHCTBEHHBIN yOuidlia BAPYT
4TO-TO 3aMeTui1? Benp bpaiiH He Mor oTpULIaTh TOTO, YTO K 9TOM
JIEBYIIIKE B HEM IPOCHYJICS HEUIYyTOYHbIM MHTEpec. A 3amax...
3amnax 1 BoBce cBoawI ¢ yma. boru. .. [locne ucnibitanus y eu,
€My MPOCTO XOTEJOCh 3aPHIThCS €1 HOCOM B BOJIOCHI U B/IBIXAaTh
9TOT yapylolluid apomar... MsAToi, opexamu, TUKUMU TpaBa-
MH. ..

— Ipocturte, neau... S BbIHYX/IEH OTIIyYUTHCSI HEHAJIONTO, —
UMIIEpATOpP BCTAJI, MBICJIEHHO ceOs1 yke MpoKInHas. — JlHem Bam
NPEJCTOUT MPOSIBUTh CBOM TBOpYECKHUE TaslaHThl. [lonroroBsre
TMIECHIO, TaHell WJI PUCYHOK. B OOJIBIIIOM aKTOBOM 3aJie Mbl IPO-
BeJIEM ellle OIVH JTan oToopa....

He cnymasi yxe OXWBJIEHHBIX TOJIOCOB JEBYIEK, bpaitH
CIIEIIHO MOKMHYJ 00e/leHHy10 KoMHaty. Cepiie ero 6ecrioKoMHO
cryvaso. Kyna morna 3anpornacruce jeau Benbser?

OTBeT BbI3BAJ Y HETO YCMEIIIKY.

— bubnuoreka. Hy koHe4Ho xe. ..

Hoiinst 10 BBICOKMX ABeper Ononuoteku, bpaitH mpumoxui
K HUM pyKy. Ho, Korja Hu4uero B OTBET HE MPOU3OIILIO, HAXMY-
pUIICSL.



— CrpanHo.... — mpobopmoTal oH. — [Touemy He pabotaer ma-
rus?

HcriyraBimch Ha MUT, 4TO C JIEBYIIKON MOIJIO YTO-TO IPO-
W30MTH, bpaliH cxas Kynaku.

— Jlenu BenbBer! — KpuKHYJI OH. — Bpl Tam?

OTtBeroM eMy ObUTa TUIIMHA. MyKUMHA CLIETIHI 3yObl, aKTHU-
BUPYs Ha pyKe OTHEHHbIN TyJsbcap. [Toxoxke, MpUaETCs BHIIIK-
0atb J1BEpb.

Oroiins Ha 6e30MacHOe PacCTOSTHUE, OH TTPULIETTIIICS, U cOpO-
cu map ¢ pyku. CHavyasia osIBUJIACh sIpKast BCIIBIIIKA, & CJISIOM
JBEPU C TPOXOTOM OOPYIIMIIUCH BHU3.

Bpaiin BOexkan BHyTpb OuOmroreku. [lepBoe, YTo OH Oy THIT
— 970 3amnax. Ee 3amax, KOTopbiid ObIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO CITyTaTh HU
¢ ueM. U nuib 3aTeM OH yBUIIET €€.

MukenaHc Jiexana B OMHOM U3 Kpecesi, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY Ha
60K. CBeTJIble BOJIOCH PACCHITIAIMCH IO TIe4aM, OOHAKUB U3SI1I-
HYIO ITIeI0.

JlpakoH 1marny: O;mxe U BeIIOXHYI. JleByIKa MpocTo craja.
Buanmo, KTo-To 3amnep ee 37ech, a OHa He CyMeJa OTKPBITH JIBe-
pu.

[epBbIM TIOPHIBOM MYXXUYMHBI ObUTIO Pa3OyaUTh €€, HO, 3aJTi0-
OOBABIIUCH €i4, OH OTUYETO-TO MOMe T, Takas Oe33aluTHas. . .
W3smHast. .. Xots, 970 ObLJIO CTPAHHO, HO MO00HAS XPpyIKas U
HE’KHasi BHEIIIHOCTh HUKAK HE BSI3aJIach C €€ XapaKTepoM, C KH-
BOCTBIO €€ B3IU1daa. .. M 9ta tdra K kuuram. .. Yto oHa Bce uiier?
B m1060Bb k uctopun BpaiiH 0T4ero-To He BEpHII.



CKJIOHUBIIMCH K HEOOJIBIIIOMY KYpPHAJIbHOMY CTOJMKY OH C
WUHTEPECOM OIJISIZIEN TO, UTO BhIOpaJia AEeBYIIKA: MATUIECKUE PH-
TyaJibl U IOPTAJIbL, apTeaKThl U KX CBOMCTBA, BO3MOKHOCTH I1e-
pexoja MeX1y MUPAMU.

— Hapo xe. Marus... Ho y XKeHIIMH-ApakOHUI] OHA ITPaKTH-
YECKHU HE BBIPAkKEHA. 3a4EM ITO €’ — MPOIIENTal UMIIepaTop.

3ameTuB, 4TO JIEBYIIIKA YyTh MOTSHYJIACh, OH MOHSUI, YTO OHA
ceryac MpOCHETCs W Clesall ar Ha3ajl, IpUHUMasi HeBO3MYTHU-
MBI BUIL.

— Jo6poe ytpo, neau BenbBeT! — XMBIKHYT OH, TSI B pac-
MaXHYTbI€ YIMBJIEHHbIE CHHUE IJ1a3a.

Kakoe-To Bpemsi oHa MoJTya U3yvasa ero B3IJISJI0M, a 3aTeM
BJPYT BCKOUMJIA.

— DT0 BBl MEHH 3a1nepiy, ga?! B oTMecTKy 3a To, 4To A XoTesa
NIOpaHbLIe YUTH C yxuHa?!

— Kakoii B3nop. Eciiu Obl 51 Bac 3armep, TO Yk Bps J ObI CTajl
BBbIJIAMBIBATh JIBEPH COOCTBEHHOW OMOIMOTEKH, YTOOBI BaC Cra-
CTHU.

JleByIIKa M3yMJIEHHO NTOKOCUJIACh Ha JIbIPY, 3USIBIIYIO HA Me-
CTe BXOJa B MIOMEIICHUE.

— Bb1 Boutomaiu Bxon? I Huvero He ciblinaia. .. CTpaHHo. ..

— Eme 651! Bor kpenko criasmu! Keraru, Mory mocnopurs, 4To
KTO-TO HAJIOKUJI HAa BAaC 3aKJISAATUE CHA, OHO JIAeT MOJOOHBIN -
pexr.

— 3aksstue? Ho KoMy 3T0 MOTJIO MOHAI00UTHCA? — YIUBIICH-
HO CITPOCHJIA JIEBYIIIKA.



— Komy yromno. Mmneparopckuii ot0op — 310 ropazmo 00-
Jiee Cepbe3HOe MEpOIPUSATHE, YeM BhI ero cede MmpecTaBIseTe.
W 3nech xecTkas KOHKypeHuus. [IpeTeHIeHTKr Ha MHOroe ro-
TOBBI MIOUTH, YTOOBI yOpaTh COMEPHHUILY.

— {cHo...

Mmnepartop B3A0XHYI1. 3anax, ACXOAUBIINN OT AEBYIIKH, 3a-
CTaBJISUT €r0 MBICJIU ITyTAThCs, U HAXOIUTHLCS C HEU 3/1€Ch, PSIIOM
C Hel, ObUIO MOYTH HEBBIHOCUMO. UTO-TO 3aCTaBIISIO €ro HEPB-
HUYATh, a €Ile ero TAHYJIO K Hel. HacTosnbko, 4To OH BApPYT MO-
HSUJI, YTO JIUIIIb IyI0M ceOsl KOHTPOJIUPYeT.

—INoiinemte, MukenaHc, — CyMell BBIIaBUTh OH U3 cedst. — Bam
HYKHO KaK CJIeyeT MOArOTOBUTHCS K CIIEAYIOUIEMY UCTIBITAHUIO,
XOTb y BaC COBCEM HE OCTAJIOCh BPEMEHHU.

— A xaxoe Oyger creayiomiee uCibTanue?

— TBopueckoe. HyxHo OyaeTr uim crerh MEeCHIO, WA MPOYu-
TaTh CTUX. 51 3HAIO, YTO BBl XOPOILIO UrpaeTe Ha uuTpe... .Tak
YTO, C HETEPIIEHUEM MEUTAI0 YCIIbIIIATb.
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— 3HaAuUT, IUTPA... — 51 IOCMOTpeJia Ha MIPUHECEHHBIN MHE
MY3bIKQIBHBI HHCTPYMEHT, HATIOMUHAIOIINNA 0OpYOOK OT TUTa-
PbI C Ky4ell CTPYH M 3aMETHO MOTpyCTHea.

4l Ha TakOM He TO, UTO CHIFPaTh XOPOIIIO, JaKe Mapy 3BYKOB
BBIIaBUTD He cMoTy. U Kak, CKaxkuTe MHe, 51 JOJKHA TIPOUTH Clie-
JYIOLIUI KOHKYpC?

— Jlyuie ObI B MeIITIKaX MPBIKKH YCTPOWIIH. . . — TPOOOPMOTa-
Jia 5, paccMaTpuBasi IPUHECEHHBI MHE UHCTPYMEHT.

A, MeXIly IpouuM, 10 CaMOTO UCIIBITAHUSI OCTaBaJIOCh BCe-
ro-To 1nosnyaca. Jlaxe MeHsllle.

— Jlenn Mukenasc... Bbl TOTOBBI? — B KOMHATY BOIILIA OJHA
U3 TTOMOIITHHII.

Ara. T'oroBa s. Kak nommupak nepes 3aBapuBaHueM, BCeraa
TOTOB.

—993.... Kak-10 royioBa KpyKHUTCS. . . — MOMbITAJIACh OTMA3aTh-
Cs1 s OT COJTBHOTO BBICTYIUIGHUS ¢ Oalajlalikoi, HO MHE He JJaJIu.

— Boi uto?! Mmniepatop xaet! Her, koHeuHO 51 MOTy CKa3aTb,
9TO BaM HE3/I0pPOBUTCSI, HO. ..

S MaxHy1a pyKOU.

— 3abeii.

— Yto? Yero Bam HYXHO 3a0UTh?

— B cmbicre, s ckazana 3a0yap. Uny 1. ..

[NepBoii MBICITBIO OBLTIO U300PA3UTh YTO-HUOYIb ITyOOKOMBIC-



JICHHOE B KMTalickoM ctuiie. Korja ofHy CTpyHY Tak Jepraeliib,
Y OHa 3alyMYMBO OT3bIBaeTCA “TpasgsaaammMMmm”. A MOTOM elle
“Tpsam, TpaM, TpaaaaaM...” . Y Bco gymry BeiHuMaet. OfHako,
s1 IOHUMaJIa, YTO MPUJETCS BCE K€ UCHOIHATh YTO-TO APYroe.
[Toromy 4TO pa303JieHHBIN U TAK HA MEHSI UMIIEPATOP MEHS ITPO-
CTO MIPUKOMAET, €CIIU 5 ONATh 0no30pio Ero IpakoHenectso.

B o6mem, nomwmwm Mel. $1, Most komriaHbOHKa — Po3a, kotopast
TaluIa Ha cede MPOKJISTYIO LIUTPY M O/THA U3 IIOMOIIHUIT 0TOOpa
— Tosncrenbkas [lomunens. [nu mel Hegonro. [lomuHens cep-
HyJ1a B O/IMH U3 PYKAaBOB B KOPUAOPE, U BCKOPE Mbl OKA3AJIUCH Y
BBICOKMX JIBYCTBOPYATBIX JIBEpEH, BEAYIIMX B AKTOBBIN 3al.

— Hymato, 4To BCe yKe COOpauCh... — IIEMHYJ/Ia IeBYIIKa. —
HepeHauuaere?
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