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Okcana UabnHa

JIr000Bb, rpaHnyamasi ¢ 0e3ymueM

MPOJIOT

3a 0saduamuv nem 00 coObIMUL, ONUCLIBAIOUIUXCS 8 KHUZe.

Saut leapMac ¢ yJIbIOKOH CMOTpesia Ha BHYKA, KOTOPBI BHOBb 3aCHIENICS C Hell B OUOIMOTeKe.
U tenepb OHa MpOBOXaJIa €ro Mo TEMHOMY KOpUIOpY B KOMHATy. Heckonbko pa3 rpaduHs npocusia
MaJIbIIIa He IyMEeTh, a0kl He IOTPEBOXUTH poauTeseid. Ho 4To Mor NoHATh ABYXJIETHUI peOEeHOK ?

MuHOBaB IOKOM JIo4uepH, DAUT 3amepia. M3-3a qBepu ToHeccs KPUK ee IEBOYKH U TYT JKe yTHX.
Hemenns rpaduns nocremmnia K ABepH, MOAyMaB, YTO, BO3MOKHO, YTO-TO CIYUHJIOCh C peOSHKOM,
KoToporo ['abpuaib HOCKIIA YKe TIOUTH MATh MECSIIEB.

JKenmuHa ToNKHY/a ABEpb W 3aMepiia, MPOIJIOTUB Bo3ryac yxkaca. Ee OeqHast nous siexaia
Ha TOCTEJIM MOJTHOCThI0 OOHAaXKEHHAsl. A ee CyNpyr HaBUC HaJ Hel, CKuMasi B pyKax KuHxai. Temo
[aGpuasb OBLIO MOKPBHITO KPOBOTOUAIMMHU TIOPE3aMHU, a JIMIIO MEPEKOIIEHO OT OOJH.

Bpemst c7I0BHO OCTaHOBUJIOCH. DIUT, 3a/IBIXASCh OT CTpaxa, CMOTpeJia, Kak OCTPOe JIe3BHe Mpu-
ONMMKaeTcst K OKpyrJioMy KUBOTY Jodepu. OTIOMHUBIIHUCH, T'pauHs BOCKJIMKHYJA!

— OcTaHOBHCh, TaM K€ TBOE JUTA! — ee TOoJI0C 9XOM OTpaswics OT KAMEHHBIX CTEeH 3aMKa U
packaToM BepHYJICS Ha3al.

JIBe mapsl 11a3 ycrpeMuinch Ha rpacduHio. OIHU — MOJTHBIE CTpaxa M clie3, Jpyrue — CBepKalo-
e 6esymueM. Teno JKeHIUHBI OLIeTIeHeNI0, a cepiie OMIOCh TaK, CIOBHO IMBITATIOCh TIOPBATh KOp-
cax. DAUT yBUJENA, KaK 109b MpoU3Hecia 6e3 3ByKa OOHUMHU I'yOaMu:

— VYBeau chiHa.

Oo6epHyBIIKCDH, TpaprHs MOCMOTpeNa Ha BHYKa C MOOENeBIIMM OT cTpaxa JuioM. CxBaTuB
Muiiiess, JKeHIIMHA IPYoKaia Tposkalliee Teslo MaJlbuuKa K cede v moMyasach mpous. KpymHbie ciessl
rpajgoM KaTHJIKCh MO TbUIalonmM mekaMm. OHa He MOrJIa TOJTHOCTBIO OCO3HATh TOTO, YTO YBHUJIENA.
[NocrienmHO Bpy4MB Mastblna HHBbKE, TpadhrHsI OKMHYJIA JETCKYI0. DIUT, He IOMHS ce0sl, 1arasa 1o
KOPHUIIOPY, CYIOPOKHO TyMasi, Kak moMoub ['aOpuaib. Ho HOBBIN KpUK 0YepH 3aCTaBUII IEUCTBO-
BaThb, He pa3ayMbiBasi. CXBaTHB MOJCBEYHUK CO CTEHBI, TpaprHs BOpBaIach B KOMHATY U ylapuiia UM
38T 110 royioBe. [Ixo3ed, He U31aB HU 3BYKa, MEIIKOM MOBIWIICS HA MOCTENb, a OeJible IPOCThIHU
MTHOBEHHO OKPACHJIVCh AJIbIM.

SAUT NprKaia TIadyILyio J04b K ce0e ¥ MyTHBIMH IJIa3aMHU TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha 34Ts, TIOIyMasB,
YTO €CJI OH MEPTB — 3TO €ro HaKa3aHue.

— T youna ero, mama? — BexJmmrHyaa ['aOpuaib ¥ MONATHIACH K U3TONOBBIO KPOBATH.

— Iaxe ecnu Tak, — 0€3 Karui coxaleHusi Mpor3Hecsa rpaduHs, — 3TO TBOe U30aBJIeHHeE.

— OH 6e3ymeH, Mama, — B yXace IMpOIIernTaa AeBYIIKa, IPUKUMasi Oeylo COPOUKy K KPOBO-
TOYAIIMM paHaM Ha cBoeM Teiie. — Uto xke Teneps Oyaer?

— Huuero! — yBepenHo 3asBuia aut. — OH ynaj, yiapyBLIKCh T'OJIOBOM O MOJICBEYHHUK. . .

1 rnaBa

OmnycTuB roJoBy, OeJOKypasi JEBYyIIKa COCPEAOTOYSHHO M3yvasla epernavykaHHbIN MO0 CBO-
ero Ceporo HIepCTSIHOTO I1aThs. OHa OCTPO YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B HE€ BOH3AIOTCS, CIIOBHO KOMIOUME
IIUTIBI, JECSATKA U3YYaIOIIUX I71a3. DTU Harjble ¥ BBICOKOMEPHbIE B3IJISAbI CKOJB3UJIM 110 BOJIOCAM,
Ity U Teny. Jlaxxe HaJu4re ofesk /bl He Criacajio OT UX MOXOTIMBOIO JTOOOMBITCTBA. CCyTYIMBIINCH,
KsTprH nepeBesia BHUMaHKe C BBILIBETIIEN TKaHHU Ha TPsi3HbIE OOChIe CTYMHU. TOIbKO Obl HE TIISAIETh
Ha TOJIY, cOOpaBIIyIocs Tiepe]] HeBOoJIbHUKaMH. Ee mieku mblianu, U Jaxe TO, YTO OHA YK€ JaBHO
MIPUBBIKJIA K YHIKEHUSIM, HE CIIacaio OT Mep3Koro orryieHus. Cepyie KOIOTHIIOCh, B TTAaHUKE Haro-
MUHasi, YTO cBOOO/IA BCe JIANIbIe U Jajibliie OT Hee. EqHCTBEHHAsT Ha/lek/1a OCTaBalach Ha TO, YTO
JEBYIIKY He 3aMeTAT M BCKope el ymactcst Oexarb. U, xenas crarh Kak MOXKHO MeHblle, Katpun
BTSHYJIA 10 B IJIEYH, IOYTH TIEPECTaB JIbIIIATh.
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— D1a! — U3 TOJIIBI IOHECCS XPUILIOBATHIN KEHCKUH ToJIoc, a MOTOM yaapoMm B crniuHy Katpux
BBITOJIKHYJIU BIIEPE]I.

JleByIiIKa HEBOJILHO MOMHSLIA B3IJISI/T M BCTPETHIIACH C CEPBIMHU, BBILIBETIIUMH Tazamu. [Toxu-
Jiast EeHIMHA BHUMATEJIbHO M3ydaJia ee JIUIO. A MOTOM MOPIIUHKUCTbIE TYObl CTAPYXH UCKPUBHIIKCH
B JIOBOJIbHOM yxMbUTKe. OHA OT/IMYaiach OT MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX: TOPAO BCKMHYTAs TOJIOBA U MpsIMast
OCaHKa FOBOPHWJIM O 3HATHOM TIPOUCXOXKJICHUU. A ee JOpOoroe YepHoe IaThe, CHIMTOE IO MOC/eTHeN
MoJie, «Kpr4ajo» emie u o gqocratke. CTpaHHO, HACKOBKO ObLIO M3BecTHO K3TpuH, rocroma HUKO-
r71a He 3aHUMAJIUCh MOKYIKOM MPUCTYTH, 3TO CJAMIIKOM HU3KO Ui UX JOCTOMHCTBA. HO moxuiast
JamMa cama JIMYHO BbIOpajia JEBYIIKY U Tereph TEPICTMBO OKKIaia, KOrja K Hel MojBeAyT HOBYIO
«TIOKYIIKY>.

— TMokaxwu 3yObl, — OPE3rIMBO MIPOM3HEC COMPOBOKAIONIMIA TOW KEHINMUHBI, U B OTBET KT
HeOpeskHO ockanuiack. Ee Bce ke BriOpaiu. [la v Ha 4TO OHa HaJlesyIach, KOrja oHas JIeBYIIKa IBHO
BBIZICJISITIACH CPEIH STOTO I'PS3HOTO OTPeObs?!

— CkospKO Xouellb 3a Hee? — oOparmiachk cTapyxa K TOproBiy. TOT Ha3Baj 1eHy, KoTopast
SIBHO ObUTa 3aBbimieHa. OJIHAKO TOXWIAs AaMa He CTajla TOProBaThCs, a MBBIPHYJIA €My KOIIIesIeK,
KOTOPBII TOProBell JAaxe He YI0CYKUIICS MmoiMath. O3upasich 1O CTOPOHAM, STOT MEP3KHUI THIT yIa
Ha KOJICHH U JIBYMSI PyKaMH BLETUJICS B CBOIO IIEHHOCTh. CKaB IPsA3HBIMU MaJIblIAMU KOIIIEJIeK, OH
MOTPSIC UM, TIPOBEPSIST TSKECTh, U OIIEPHUIICS, OroJisisi THUIIbIC 3yObl. [la, Bpsd i eMy yaanoch Obl
CTOJIBKO 3apadoTaTh, IIPOIAl OH CETrOIHSI BceX padoB.

KaTpuH, BUAMMO, OTJIIMYAIach OT OCTAIbHBIX HEBOJIIBHUKOB IOHBIM BO3PACTOM, CBEXKUM IIBETOM
JIMIIa ¥ He COBCEM TIOHOIIIeHHOU onexaoi. Kak meBymika okaszaiack cpeny HUX? YK TOYHO He TIO
cBoelt Bojie. COerast U3 MOMeCThsI, B KOTOPOM POJAMJIACh U padoTaja Bce CBOM BOCEMHAIIATh JIET,
OHA He y4iIa, 4To Jajieko Oe3 Oymaru, MmoATBepKaaiolield cBoOomy, el He YUTH. Tak M CIIydnioch.
B niepBbiii ke JieHb TIOCie modera Ha myTd KT noBcTpevanych TOPro.iipl JoapMu. Heromsu TyT ke
3alpUMETIIIN JICBYIIIKY U He TIOBEPUJIM €€ paccKka3aM O TOM, UTO OHA SIKOOBI TOCTHJIA Y CEeCTpHI, a
Terepb BO3Bpaliaercs JJIoMoi. B oTBeT oHM nmoTpedoBaiu Ha3BaTh (haMIIIMIO XO3UHA, KOTOPOMY Ta
MIPUHAJICKUT, HO JICBYIIIKA HE MOIJIa 3TOro ckaszarh. M BrpssMb K3TpuH He 3Hana, 4To ee Oosblie
MyraeT, — OKa3aThCsl HeBOJILHUILIEH cpeau paboB wiu xke B nocteu rpada dappemnna. [lo HegaBHero
BpPEMEHH JICBYIIIKA ITPHUCITY)KUBAJIa B TIOMECThe, HE THYIIAsICh TsKesI0M padoTel. Ho Bce M3MEHUIOCH,
korya rpad oOpaTui Ha Hee BHUMaHMe. [la, cTapblii KOOesb He YITyCKaJl BO3MOKHOCTH YBJIEUb B CBOIO
MOCTeJh OUEPE/IHYI0 MOJIOZIGHBKYIO TOPHUYHYIO, U 00 3TOM 3HayiM Bce. BriepBeie Kot ycnbimana o
MPUCTPACTHUSAX XO3SIMHA OT MaTePH B TOT K€ MOMEHT, KOT/ia y3Hasla, 4YTO OH — ee OTell. Mama JeBYIIKH
OTKpbUIa CTPAIIHYIO TaiHy, JIUIIIb HAXOASICh HA CMEPTHOM OJIpe, CTPOro HaKa3aB HU OJIHOW KUBOW
Oyllle He paccKa3piBaTh 00 3TOM. ['pad He ToNBKO He MOOWI JIeTeld, HO U He YIOCYXKWICS 003aBe-
CTUCh HACJIEIHUKAMU C TTOKOWHOM keHou. U B mpugady kecToko ucTpedisi BHeOpauHbix. CTomIo
eMy 3aroJ03pUTh, YTO OJIHA U3 €0 JIOOBHUI] OepeMEeHHa, OH TYT e OTIPABJISII €€ K IOBUTYXaM. A
HEKOTOpbIe, 3Has1 00 OTCYTCTBMHU HACJIEHUKA, TIBITAJTUCH HABSI3aTh €My CBOMX Yal B HAJIC)K/IC HA JTyd-
11yio ku3Hb. Tonbko Jlappeit 3asBiisi1, 4To YOMIOAKM eMy He HYXHBbI, ¥ C JIETBMHU CTPAHHBIM 0Opa-
30M CJTy4YaIiCh HecuacThbsl. Marepu KaTpuH ynanock uynom yoepeub quts. JKeHIHa 0 TOCIeTHEro
CKpbIBaJIa O CBOEW OEpeMEHHOCTH, a 3aTeM MpHIyMaia JIETeHIY O TOM, UTO «IIOHECIa» OT Ky3Hella u3
cocenHer nepeBHr. OHa He MpeTeHI0BaJIa Ha TUTYJ U HACTIeACTBO, XOTeJa JIUIIb, YTOO JI0UYb KA.
Ho neBouka pociia v CTaHOBWJIACh Ha PEJKOCTh KPACHBOM, UTO OBLIIO HEKCTATH PSIIOM C MIOXOTIIMBBIM
rocrioqHoM. Kak u mopo3peBasa marh, rpad oOpatiil BHUMaHMe Ha KSTpuH, TOIBKO Matepu yxe
He ObUTO Ha Gestom cBete. [la e 1 ObuTa ObI, BPSAI JIM CMOTJIA 3AIUTUTE OeIHyI0 104b. C TOro qHS
JeBYIIKA TOJBKO U JyMaJia O TOM, Kak M30ekarh JOMOraTeibCTB oTia. M 310 el ynaBaioch 1o Tex
nop, noka [lappenny He Hagoenu urpsl. OJIHUIM OCEHHUM BedepoM OH MpuKkaszan KaTpuH He3ame-
JIUTEJIPHO SIBUTHCS B €ro Mokou. M oHa He Moria He MOAYUHUTHCA, 3Hasl, YTO 3a HEMOCyIIaHUEM
TOCJIE/TyeT KeCTOKOe HaKa3aHuUe.
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KaT npekpacHo nomHuia, Kak Torga rpad pasopsai Jug ee IiaThs, NbIXTS OT HETEPIEHUS.
Onyckast BeKH, OHa BCe ellie BU/IeNa ero YepHble I1a3a, CBepKaloliye Mmoxorsio. M Toraa, B oT4assHum,
C ee YCT 4yTb He copBaJiock: «[lyctute, 51 Barma qoub». Yynom el ynajoch yMoI4arh, 10 KPOBU IpHU-
KYCHB $I3BIK, & B TOJIOBE 9XOM 3BYy4YaJ roioc Marepu: «OH HUKOTa He JOJIKEeH 3HaTh, KeM Thl MY TIpH-
xoputbcest. [TokIstHUCh, [ouKa». OHa MOKJISIACh, HE 3HAs, KAKUM TSDKEJIBIM IPY30M CTaHET ISl Hee
9Ta TaiiHa. U B OMH MOMEHT, He cMesl ee pacKpbITh, KaTpuH noamnuier cebe cMepTHBIA IPUTOBOP.

BeipeiBasick u3 oObsaTui Jdappesuia, K91 cxBarmia nmonapmiyiocsi Mof pyKd Ba3y M CO BCErO
pa3maxa ygapuia ero 1o rojose. OH oceJl, HO OTKJTIOUMIICS He Cpasy, M0 BUCKY MOKATUIACh TOHEHbKAsI
CTpyHKa KpoBU. MeTHYB Ha JIEBYILIKY CBUPEIIbII B3IJISi/1, My:KUMHA TIPOPBIYAL:

— 41 yonio Te0s, cyka.

Tem ke Beuepom Katpun Gesxana 6e3 orssaku. Crpax, uro rpad B o0yl CEKyHAy MpUiET B
ce0s1, He TTO3BOJIMII 33/IEPKAThCS, Jake YTOObI B3ATh BEIIIH.

JleByIiIka HUKOTa He TIOKU/1a/1a MPEAesioB OMECTbs, JIUIIb U3peIKa XOAUIa B JEPEBHIO HETO-
naneky. OHa He 3Hasa, Kakas )KM3Hb ITPOTEKAET 3a MpeeiaMy IoMa, He TOHNMaJIa, KaKue TPYJHOCTH
ee xayT. [Iponporimasi, oHa OpoAKsIa BCIO HOYb IO TEMHOMY JIECY, CXO/Isl C yMa OT CTpaxa U CJIblla
BOI BOJIKOB. W JIUIIIb K TPy CMOIVIa HAWTH TPOILY, HO U 3/iech K9TpUH Momkuaany HerpusiTHOCTH.

— Unem, — HeOpesxHO Opocuiia NoXWIas Aama U, OoJblle He IS Ha AEBYIIKY, MPOIIeCTBO-
BaJla CKBO3b paccTynaromlyocs Tomy. K3t nocnenoBaa 3a HOBOW TOCHOKOM, MBICTIEHHO rajiasi, YTo
ee xkaet. OHa o3upasiach MO CTOPOHAM, MIIA JIa3elKy, HO HApOJ1 MPOBOXKAaJ MX BHUMATEJILbHBIMU B3IJIsI-
JaMH.

Jlama ropio¥i MoOXo/IKOM HaIpaBJIsIach K KapeTe, Ha JIBepy KOTOpoi KpacoBascs repo. Katpum,
HEMHOT'0 OTCTaB, CJIe/IOBaJa 3a Hell, OaBIsis KeJlaH|e pa3pblaaThes. [eByIka 3a MocaeqHue CYyTKH
TaK pa3MeuTanach 0 CBOOOJE, UTO Jake UyBCTBOBAJA, KaK y Hee 3a CIMHON BBIPOCIHM KpPbUIbs. A
Teriepb 9Ta CBOOOA HA TeX ke KPbUIbsX yIopxaja AajeKo-Iajleko.

Ciyra OTKpbUT IBEPITy KapeThl M, COTHYBILUCH B HEYKJTIOKEM TTOKJIOHE, TPOTSHYJ PYKY TOXH-
JIOH JKEHIIMHE CO CII0BaMMU:

— Baia cBetocTs.

He ynocTonB MyKunHYy 1 MJICUIIIAM B3IJISIIOM, Jlama, OOJIOKOTHBILKICH HA €T0 PyKy, UcUeslia
B 9KHIaXe. A COMPOBOKIAIONINNA YKa3an pykoi KaTpuH, 4toObl Ta ciieioBania 3a xo3sikoi. Oka3as-
IIMCh BHYTPH, JEBYIIKA HA CEKYH/y 3amo0oBanack. Eil HUKOra paHbllie He MPUXOANUIIOCH €3/IUTh B
KapeTax, TeM OoJjiee B TaKMX HMIMKApHBIX. Bce cTeHbl Tam ObLIM OOUTHI abiM 0apXxaToM, a Ha OKHax
BUCEJIU TsDKEJNIble 3aHABECKH B 1IBET. U cuieHbe Ka3aaoch TaKUM MATKUM M yIoOHBIM, uTo KaT 3ax0-
TEJIOCh 3aKPBITh I71a3a U HACIAAUThCS MPUATHON atMocdepoil. [locneqHue cyTku el He ynaBaioch
MOCHJIETh HH Ha YeM, Msrde 3eMJIH, ¥ TeNepb TeJIO IEBYIIKM HEMPOU3BOIbHO pacciaduaock. U mumb
TOJYOK, OTMOBELIAIONIAIA O TOM, YTO KapeTa CABHHYJIACH C MecTa, BepHyJ KaTpuH Kk peanbHOCTH.

— 4 rpacduns Daut [denpmac, — mpeACTaBUIaCh CyX0O CTapyXa, Yero TOYHO OT Hee He OKuaia
KaT1. — C 310TO0 IHSA THI OYyIEIIb CIIY)KUTh B MOEM JOME.

JleByIlIka MaxHysa roJIOBOM, MbITasiCh He 0OpaIiaTh BHUMAHUs Ha BBICOKOMEPHBI TOH JKEH-
IIIMHBI ¥ MHTEPEC, C KOTOPHIM Ta MPHUHSIACh CHOBA M3ydaTh KaTpuH.

— Kak tBOE nmsa, nura?

— Koar... Katpun, — pactepssHHO OTBEeTHIIA JEBYIIKA, CMYTUBIIMCH OT TAKOTO BHIMAHHSI.

— U ckonpko Tebe net, Karpun? — nponomkana oOonbITCTBOBATh I'paduHs.

— BoceMHamaTh, — HOYTH 1IENOTOM BbigaBuia Kat, cocpeoTounB B3I Ha XYIBIX HaJIblax
TOCIIOKH, MUPHO TIOKOSIIIIMXCS] HA KOJIEHSIX M YKPAIIEHHBIX YBECUCTBIMU MEPCTHSMHU.

— IpekpacHo, — mpousHecia daut Jlenpmac. — A Terephb Ciyliail MeHs BHUMATEIbHO.

KaTpuH HanpsAriack 1 Ha ceKyH/1y TOIHSUIA IJ1a3a, He peliasch CMOTPETh rpauHe B JIUIIO.

— B Moem fome ectb cBOJ IIpaBIJI, — HAUaJIa KEHIIFHA, COIYPUB IJ1a3a, U B UX YroJikax codpa-
JMCh TITyOOKMe MOPIIMHBL. — BecnipekocioBHOe nogqunHenne He oocysxkaaercs. [Tomumo 3toro, Tede
HUKOI/Ia ¥ HM TIPY KaKUX O0OCTOSITENILCTBAX HE TMO3BOJIEHO MOKKUIATh 3aMOK. Y Bce, UTO Thl YBUIMIIb
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Y YCTIBIIIMIIG B €70 CTEHAX, CTPOro 3arperiaeTcs: 00CyKIaTh ¢ KeM-1100. 3arloMHU 3TO XOPOIIO, —
B €€ roJioce Mpo3ByYasia KeCTOKOCTh. — 51 3Hal0 000 BceM, UTO MPOUCXOAUT B MoeM jome. M cTporo
HAaKa3bIBaIO 32 HENocIylaHue!

K3t nocmotpena Ha rpacuHIO ¥ TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MO CIIMHE MOOekaiu Mypariky. JKeHmHa
CMOTpeJIa Ha JeBYIIKY He MOpPrasi, ¥ B3IJISI/1 3THX TYCKJIBIX XOJOIHBIX I71a3 myrajl KaTpun He MeHblIe
TEMHOTO Jieca, TI0 KOTOPOMY OHa, CXOJIsl C yMa OT yaca, Opojuiia napy JAHei Ha3a.

2 riaBa

BeimMorannas Tpsickoit, Katpun npukpbula miaza u 3aapemana. OHa M He MOLO3peBaa,
HACKOJIbKO yCTaJla 3a TOCJeIHUE OHU, HaXo[sCch BHe aoMa. [la u Obuto i momectbe lappesirton
ee JoMoM? JleByIiKa poAMsiach W BHIpOC/IA B T€X Kpasx, C MJIJEHYECTBA MPUyYeHa K Pa3IMiHON
padore. Ho uyBcTBOBasIa cebst TaM CBOEH, JIMIIL KOria Oblia )KMBa MaTh. A MOCjIe CMEpPTH TOU TIoMe-
CTBhE CTAJIO JUIsI Hee UYKMM U MOJTHBIM OMAaCHOCTEH.

Henonruii con Belascs TPEeBOXKHBIM. M, pa3nenuB TsoKesble BEKH, TyMaHHBIN B30op Kot He
cpa3sy cocpeioTouMICs Ha 00CTaHOBKe. Teso HbUIO, a HANTPSIKEHHBIE MBIIIILBI OOJIENH, U TPSICKA Ipe-
Bpalasa noe3aky B nbiTky. OHa U3-T0[] pECHUI] TIOCMOTpesia Ha TpahrHIO, a Ta BETMYECTBEHHO OTKH-
HYyJIaCch Ha TIOAYIIIKH U, TTOCarbiBasi, IpeMaiia. Ee MaccuBHasI 1UIsMa MOKOMIIACH PSIIOM Ha CHIEHbE, a
OO0JIBITIOE MYIIMCTOE MEPO Ha HeW pa3BeBaJIOCh B pUTM enyinei kapere. Tenepb Katpun Buzena mom-
HOCTBIO CeJlble BOJIOCHI IaMbl, TIO-TIPOCTOMY 3auyecaHHble Ha3al. [Ipruecka rocrnoxu sSiBHO HE COOT-
BETCTBOBAJIA MOJIOKEHHIO, HO, BOBMOXHO, 3TO MOXHO CITUCATh HA TPEKJIOHHBIN BO3PACT.

Jlaxxe crisiieid 3Ta yoropHasi JKeHIIMHA Tyrajia JeBYIIKYy. bienHas koxa rpaduHu Kaszanach
HEeCTECTBEHHO OeJIOi, CJIOBHO Ta HHMKOTIAa He OblBasia HA COJHIIE. A YEpHBIN Hapsi MpUAaBal e
XOJofiHyI0 cepocTh. M ecru Ob1 KT He 3Hanma HaBepHsKa, uyTo Daut [enpMac kuBa, mogymaa Obl,
YTO C HOBOHM XO3AMKOW MPOU30ILIO HecyacTbe. [locTernyTasi ypHbIMUA MBICISIMH, JIEBYIIKA 3aTau-
JIach W TPUCITYIIANACH, HO MEXAY PUTMHUYHBIMU IOCTYKMBAHUSAME KOJIEC OHA JIMIIID CJIBIIIAJIA THXOE
IbIXaHHE J1aMBbl.

Crapasch GoJbllle He TOAIISIBIBATE 32 CHsIIeH rpaduHel U He rajath O CBOEM TYMaHHOM
Oymymem, KaTpus nomnsitanack 3aapemars. OHa OIMyCTHIA TOJIOBY Ha CIIMHKY C MSTKON OOMBKOM, HO
3aCHYTh TaK 1 He cMoryia. [71a3a cimnanuch, a MbICu Oeskaiiy Briepes1 SKunaxa. JIeBynka OCTOpoKHO
MIPUOTKPBLJIA IITOPY U MOCMOTpesIa Ha MoxkenTeBime Oeckpaiinue mosns. CoJHIle MeIIEHHO OITyCKa-
JIOCh K TOPU30HTY, OKpaliBasi HeO0 B p030BO-(pHOJIETOBbIE OTTEHKH, HO TSIKEJIbIE TyUYH OBICTPO 3aBO-
JIOKJTU sipKHe Kpacku. U Terepb Bce Ka3aoch CEPhIM, TaK HATIOMUHAIOLIMM JIMLIO XO3SIMKH. 3aJIepHYB
IITOPY, YTOOBI OOJIBbIIIE HEe B3UPATh HAa YTHETAIOIIYI0 KapTUHY, KT CHOBa mpuKpbLIa 1a3a.

'y ronocoB BopBavicsi B cHOBUAeHMsI K9TpuH, 1 0OHa MeJIeHHO MPOoOyIuIachk, 4yBCTBYs O0JIe3-
HEHHYIO MyJIbcallvio B 3aThuIKe. [lepBoe, Ha UTO HATKHYJICA ee B3IJISII, — 9TO CBEPKAIOIIUE B TEMHOTE
rasa rpapunn. M, oxBaueHHas: ”THCTUHKTUBHBIM ITOPBIBOM, JIEBYIIIKA HEOCO3HAHHO BKaJlach B CHJle-
HbE.

Ho nyraioree yenuHeHue TyT ke HapyllIvia pacKpbIBIIAsiCs ABEPb KapeThl, U B Hee MPOHUK
OpaHKeBbI CBET JIaMIIbl. B 1BEpHOM ITpoeme MOSIBUIICS CITyTa U C PEBEHTUBHOM YJILIOKOW TPOU3HEC:

— IIpuexainu, Baia CBETIOCTb.

OH nogan rpaduHe pyKy, H, TSKeI0 0OJOKOTUBIIKCH Ha Hee, lamMa MOKUHYa SKkunax. Cieaom
3a Hell BBICKOJIb3HY/NA K3TpuH, NpucyTcTBUS KOTOPOil HUKTO U He 3aMeTil. Ho Daut [ensmac ve
3a0bl1a O HOBOM TPHCITyTe U, He 000paYMBasiCh, YCTAJIBIM I'OJIOCOM ITPOM3HECA:

— DIOYT, YCTPOU HOBYIO CITY’KaHKY, a 3aBTpa JAail pacCropsKeHUsI.

Cpazy ke psIoM ¢ JIEBYIIIKON BO3HUK HEBBICOKHIA CTAPUIOK U C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM ITOCMOTPEJT Ha
K>t. Toce BHUMATEIBHOTO 3YyUeHHUsI €€ BHEITHOCTH OH HEBHATHO MPOOYOHMIT:

— Unem.

Crenys 3a MyX4nHOH, K9TpuH oT™MeTHIIa, 4To rpauHIO XK JaJIi, HECMOTPS Ha TIO3]JHEE BpeMs.
OT mapagHOro BBIXO/IA JJO KapeThl BBICTPOMJIACH TIPUCITYTa, OCBEIIasl MyTh JJAMIIAMH, OT KOTOPHIX B
MPOXJIATHOM OCEHHEM BO3[yXe BUTAN 3amax rapu. «[la, — mogymasna neBymika, — 371ech IBHO HE KO-
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HOMSIT Ha OCBEIIEHUN», Yero HeJlb3s1 ObLIO CKa3aTh 0 iomMecTbe Jlappeirtod. Tam Takoe KOJTMYecTBO
JIaM 3QKUTJTH JIMIIb 110 BEJIMKUM Tpa3iHUKaM, a CaMH MPa3JHUKH XO35IUH He JII0OWII, TIO3TOMY 3TO
MIPOUCXOIWIIO OYSHb M OYeHb penko. [la u cam 3amok npusaTHO yauBuia Katpun. BHyTpu Obiio Ha
PEIKOCTh TEIJIO U He MaxJjo chipocThio. [Toxoxke, M Ha OTOIUIEHMH 371eCh HE SKOHOMAT. Ha kamen-
HBIX CTE€HaX, YBEIIaHHBIX ToOeIeHaMu, TIOBCIOY BUCENH 3 KEHHbIE JIaMIIbl, OCBEIast KOpUaophl. U,
HECMOTPsI Ha HOUb, B 3aMKe OBbUIO TOCTATOYHO CBETIO. [laske Mosibl ObLIM YCTIAHbI UACATBHO YACTBIMU
KOBpaMH, a Ha KaXKIOM IIary CTOsUIA TyMOBI C )KMBBIMU I1BeTaMU. MeGestb ke Ka3aiach YXOKeHHOM
Y COBEpIIIEHHO HOBOM. Bce yOpaHCTBO 3aMKa FOBOPMIJIO O HEMAJIOM COCTOSIHUM BiajesnblieB. Jlaxe
[[BETHI B HBIHEIITHEEe BpeMsl ObUTH pocKoIblo. C MPUXOJOM paHHEl OCEHU BCE PACTEHHUS yBSUTH.

Mbicnenno KaT noHaaesiack, 4To U KPbUIO IPUCITYTH OyAET He Xyke. YBIieueHHasi 0OCTaHOB-
KO, JIeBYIIIKa He 00paTujIa BHUMAHUS Ha MPHUCTAJIbHBIE B3MJIsIbl, KOTOpPhIE HA Hee OpOCaloT CIIyTH,
BCTpeyaroluecs Ha MyTu. A Korja 3aMeTuia, TO cpa3y BO3xKeJajla IOCKOpee OKa3aThCsl B TOM KOM-
Hate, KOTOPYIO €l OTBEJIH.

Kpbuto st mpuciayr, KOHEYHO ke, MpoIle, HO TaM ObUIO YMCTO M Ha YOMBJICHHE CBETJIO.
Heckospko 1aMn ocBelliaiv AJIMHHBIA KOPUIOP, B KOTOPOM OKa3aJIoCh HEMHOT'O IPOXJIa/IHEH, YeM B
ocTaibHOM YacTu 3aMka. Ho KatpuH 310 He cmyTIITo, OO OHa He mpuBBIKJIA K Teruty. ['pad dappern
BOOOIIe He OecrokouyIcst 00 ynoOCTBe MPUCITYTH, U B OTBEJCHHOW MM KOMHATE MOCTOSHHO IapyI
JVMKUANA XOJIOA U BESUIO CHIPOCTBIO.

[Toskwutoit ciryra OCTAaHOBUWIICS U TOJTKHYJI MACCUBHYIO 1BE€Pb. Ta co CKpUriom packpbliack. Kom-
Hara ObUIa IOCTaTOYHO POCTOPHOM. B/10JTb CTEH CTOSIIO MATh KpoBaTeH, a 3acTesieHa OblTa O[JHA, HO 1
oHa mycroBajia. Ha crapeHpKkoM cTosie BUIHEIach JJaMIia, KOTOPYIO CTApUK, HE Tepsisi BDEMEHHU, 3aXker.

— Beibupaii kpoBatb, — npousHec MyxkunHa. — CBOOOAHBI Bce, KpoMe Tou. S ckaxy Kieiim,
OHa MpUHECceT TeOe MOCTEb.

— Cnacu6o, — nobiarogapuia AeBYIIKAa W MpHUCceSia HAa TBEPIbI MaTpac, MoAyMaB, 4TO BCE
JIy4lle, YeM coJIoMa.

OcraBivch B oiMHOYECTBE, K9TpHH nocMoTpeia Ha TYCKJIble OJIMKH JIAMITbI, CKOJIB3SIIIINE Kel-
TOBAaTBIM CBETOM TI0 CEpO CTEHE, CJIOBHO TEHW HEBUIMMBIX MPUBUJICHUN, BBUIE3IINX U3 YKPHITHIA
B HOuU. «B03MOXHO, 37€Ch HE Tak M IUI0XO, — nogymaia ¢ rpycrsio Kar. — W nmponagu nponagom
cB0OO/a, HEU3BECTHO KAaK TaM BCE MOIVIO OOEpHYThCS». A 3[]eCh OHA TOf KPbIIIeH, a ¥ C TOJIoy
He noMpeT. HeBonbHO B3IV ynan Ha pBaHOE IPS3HOE IUIaThe, U C TOCKOW AEBYIIKA BCIIOMHMJIA,
YTO BCE BELIM OCTaBUJIA B oMecTbe. M cpenu Tex Bellel OCTaauch JOPOTue ee Cepilly: BbIIIUBKU
MaMmbl ¥ KyKJIbl, KOTOpblE Ta MacTepuiia ajsl Joyepu. Cresbl MOACTYIWIIN K I71a3aM, HO, 3aKMYpPHB-
1mch, KaTpuH nporxasa ux, He 03BOJIMB NpoiuThesi. OHA CUIlbHAS, CIIPABUTCS, HE BPEMsI TopeBaTh
0 OBbLJIOM, TJIABHOE — BBDKUTH celvac.

B oTBer ee MBICIIAAM CO CKPEXETOM paclaxHy/lach JBEpb, 1 B KOMHATE MOSBUIICS HEKTO, Ybe
oo KT He cMmoria pasmisiaeTs 3a OrpoMHON TpyHoi Oesbsi B pykax. Bomemmasi B3rpomMosauia
MOAYILIKY U OfIesIO psiioM ¢ K3TpuH u, BbIIOXHYB, TPOU3HECIA:

— Benenu npunectu tebe. 1 — Kneiim.

— Karpun, moxems Ha3biBaTh KT, — ynpiOHYBIIMCE, OTBEeTHIA AeBYIIKa. — Criacuo.

— He 3a 4ro, — otmaxuynachk Kiieiim u cena Ha e JMHCTBEHHYIO 3aCTeIeHHYI0 KpoBaTh. — bynem
COCEIAMHU.

— Yry, — npoOyonmna Kot u nomHtepecoBanach: — A mouemy Tol 371ech onHa? B nome maio
MIPUCITYTU?

— Her, — nomaxana ronosoii cocenika. — [Ipucityru HeBIpoBOpPOT, TPOCTO BCE KOMHATHI 3aHSATHI,
Y MEHs MPUIIIOCh MOCENUTh ofHy. Ho 3To U K JiyumieMy, THIIMHA, 1a ¥ 51 caMa ceOe X035iKa XOTh
I10 BeYepam.

— Ho Tenepr TBOE yequHeHue Hapymuia s, — npousHecna KoTpus, nzyuas Mo JEBYIIKH.
JIOBOJIBHO KpacuBasi, TOJIbKO IIMPOKUH IIpaMm, EPEeCceKalolri 1Ky, HEMHOTO NOPTUT BHEUIHUIA BUJL.
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— Hy, BoIOMpaTh He PUXOIUTCS, HAJEIOCh, TTONAMM, — OTBETHJIA COOECeJHUIIA Y TIPUHSIIACH
pazneBatbest. — Kak nonana cioga? Cama ycTpounnach?

— Her, — Tuxo 6pocmia Katpun. — MeHst Kynuim.

— HeynuButesibHO, MEHS TOXeE.

— YV MeHs HeT HUKaKuX Belleid, KieliM, 1a 1 TOMBIThCS ObI He MeIaJio, — FPYCTHO IPOOyOHMITa
Kor.

— I1natee mpUCIyry BHIIALYT 3aBTPa, @ HOUHYILIKY MOTY IOKa OJOJIKUTD CBOIO, — YJIBIOHYJIACh
cocellKa, HO yJIbIOKa Ka3aiach HEKMBOM, TOTOMY UTO M3ypOIOBAaHHASI CTOPOHA JIMIIA CIIOBHO HE I1IeBe-
uack. — BOT ¢ Tem, 4ToObI MOMBITHCS, OyZIET CI0KHEee. B KoHIe Kopuaopa KynajibHs TSl IPUCITYTH,
HO TaM BPSsifI JIU ceivac ecThb Teruiasi Boja.

— Cnacub6o, — orBetmiia KaTpuH, UCTIBITBIBasT 3apOXKJAIONIYIOCS CUMITATHIO K JEBYyIIKe. —
YyBCTBYIO Ce0s1 TAKOH I'PsI3HOM, YTO U XOJIOAHAS BOJIA — CIIACEHME.

3 riaBa

KaTpun pacnaxny:a riasa, outyias ceOst OTIOXHYBIIEH, Kak HUKOTAa npesxke. Yepe3 MasieHb-
KO€ OKOIIKO Y TIOTOJIKa MPOOUBAJIMCH TIEpBbIe JTy4ur coHIa. Cako NOTSHYBIIKCH, IEBYIITIKA OCMOT-
penach u 3ameTuia KieiiM, omTHOCTBIO OJETYIO.

— INogHuMmaiicsi, COHHasl IpUHIIECCa, 51 TeOe IIaThe MpUHecna, — MPOU3HECa Ta U yKa3aia Ha
CTYJI BO3JIE KPOBaTH.

— bnaronapio, — orBetiia K31, HEXOTs BBICKONIb3HYB M3-TIO] TSOKENIOro ofesiia. M ot mpoxna-
HOTO BO3JIyXa IO KOKe Cpasy ke Modekand Mypaiiky, YK OU4eHb OHa 00JII000BajIa TEILTYIO MOCTEIb.
N teneps 3amep3ia.

Bosice ono3nare, KaTpuH TOpOImMBO HaTsHY/A IUIAThe, KOTOPOE OKA3aJoCh € CIMIIKOM
BEJIMKO M KO BceMy KopoTko. Ho BbiOMpars He mpuxoguiock. [logymaB, 4To Mmo3ke CMOXKET ero
YUIUTh, €CJIM, KOHEYHO, HaWJeT HUTH, JEBYIIKa TYro MOATOsCANAch MEPeJHUKOM, TEM CaMbIM,
HEMHOI'O CKPbIB JIMIIHIOK TKAaHb.

V nepu Kot nomeanmna, NOXUAAsACh COCEAKY, M KOT/ia Ta MOPABHSIIACH C HEel, eBYIIIKa yrep-
Kaya ee 3a pyKy:

— Kiteiim, mozickaxu, Kak MHe Jiyuiire ceOst BeCTH?

— Hymaio, crapas rpaguns Tebe Bce yxke pacckaszasa, — MOUTH Iernotom orBermia Kieim. —
He cyi1 HOC He B cBOM Jie/1a ¥ TOMEHbIIIe Pa3roBapuBai.

JleBy1ka oTBevana HexoTs1, 1 K9TpuH, noxas mjieyamu, coOupanach yuTH, HO COCeIKa 3aiep-
’aja ee ¥, HAKJIOHUBILICH K CaMOMY YXY, TIpOIIernTaa:

— 41 Bce e 1aM TeOe COBET — He BBICOBBIBANCS, a ellle JIydIlle — He TONa/iaiics Ha r71a3a Mulajl-
[IEMY BHYKY I'OCIIOXH.

C camoro ytpa u3 royioBsl KT He BbIxoAMM c10Ba coceiki. OHa XoTesna CIIpoCUThb ee, oYeMy
el ctont u3berath BHyKa rpaduHu, HO He ycrena. Kieiim OsicTpo yriia.

JleByIlIKe B TIEPBbIN JIeHb NMOPYYMIIN HEMBUIBHYIO PabOTy — YIPABJISIONINIA BeJies CIeIUTh 3a
YHCTOTOH B mapagHoM xoie. Ho tam u 6e3 Katpun napuiia uncrora. [loatomy moiaHs OHa yCepaHO
Jenana BUl, 9TO CMaxXMBaeT HECYIIECTBYIOIIYIO MbLTb. A TIOTOM HaTHUpaja 1o Oiecka u 6e3 Toro uje-
QJIbHO YUCTBIA KAMHH.

B 3amke crosina THINHMHA, Jake pa3rOBOPOB MPUCTYTH He ObUIO CIIBIIIHO. OHU HAIIOMUHAJIH
MBIIIIEK, OOSIIIMXCSI BBICYHYThCS U3 HOp. Bee cTporo 3aHMManiich CBOMMHU JIeJIaMu, U JIMIIb U3PeIKa
CIIBIIIIAJICS TOJIOC DWOYTa, OTIAOMIETO PACTIOPSIKEHUS.

K konmy mast Kot 3ackyvana, nogyman, 4To Ha HOBOM MeCTe He Tak IJIOXO, KaK OHA JiyMasa,
HO BCE e JIEBYIIIKA MPUBBIKIA K Tpyay. M ot 6e3aembsa Katpun Haxoquia cede J1io0yio BOZMOXHYIO
paboTy, Aaxe He MOJeHIIach BRIYMCTUTh KAMHUH, CHOBA 3allavykaB ero caxei. [la u cama n3masanach
BCAI.

Oma cTosiyia Ha KOJIEHSIX, TIIATENIbHO OTTHpAsi MSATHA C OEJI0r0 MpamMopa, OCTABILIHECS OT €€ PYK.
W, ycplinaB TsoKesble Mark y BXoAa, B3IPOrHysia. 3a ee CIIMHOM pa3/alics TYJ MYKCKHUX T'OJIOCOB:
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— DioyT, rue 6adymka?

KsTpuH nozzaeno JoOonbITCTBO, M OHA YKPAIKOH MOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY, TYT e OTpyraB ceds 3a
[JIyNOCTh, IOTOMY YTO €€ IJla3a HATKHY/IMCh Ha JIIOOOMBITHBIN B3IUIsA] He3HaKomIla. Mososoi deso-
BeK, OOJIaYeHHbII B IOPOTHE ONesTHUS, 3aMeTUIT ITpUcyTcTBUe KaT 1 Terepp 3a1yM4nBO paccMaTpu-
Bas ee. OH ObUT BBICOK M XOPOIIO CJIOXKEH, a JIMLO. .. [IeByIIKa moaymaia, yTo HUKOrIa He BHesa
HACTOJIBKO MPUBJIEKATEIbHBIX Jofe. M, 3amo00BaBIIMCh HE3HAKOMIIEM, B3[IPOTHYJIA, YCIIbIIIIAB:

— Kaxercs, y Hac HOBEHbKas.

U tonpko Tenepp K9TpuH 3aMeTriia psAaoOM ¢ HE3HAKOMIIEM eIl OTHOrO My4uHy. ToT ObuI
BbIIIIe U KopeHacTed. OH cKoNb3HYA 1o K3T HeOpekHBIM B3IJISAOM U HANPABUIICS K JIECTHUIIE, 110
KOTOPOHM YK€ BEJIMYECTBEHHO CITycKasach rpaduss. JIumo crapoil gambl CUSJIO, a Hapsijl, Kak U
Mpex/e, OCTABAJICS KUIEIbHO-4YepHbIM. OHa MPOTSIHYJIA Xyble PyKH K MYXXUYMHE U TIPOU3HeCca:

— Muitienb, MaJIb9MK MO, KaK 5 pafia TeOs1 BUIETb.

ToT nokIoHMIICS rpadrHe U, MOLIENIOBAB €€ PYKY, YIUTHICS. A MO MapHs, KOTOPBIX MTPOOI-
’KaJl CBepIMTh IMazamMu KaTpuH, pacribuioch B yiIbIOKe, U OH HEMeUIsl ABUHYJICS HABCTpEdy DAUT
Hemnpmac.

— Babymka, — mpor3Hec MOJIOJION YesIOBeK, OOHUMAsI CTapyxy, — s TaK CKydJaJl.

— I'abpuernb, — oTBeTHNA C YABIOKOH rpaduHs U Ucuyesna B OOBSITUSAX BHYKA.

KaT, ykpaakoi HabmonaBias 3a 9TOu CIIeHOM, MoyMalia, 9To 3T0, BUIUMO, U €CTh BHYKH T'OC-
noxu. Ho kakoit u3 Hux muaanmii? Komy crout He nomnanarbes Ha miasza? ['adpwanbs? [la, mapeHb
HIJKE POCTOM M Xyjee, TOJbKO pa3Be 3To nokaszarenb? HeBombHo KaTpuH oTrmerwia, uto Oparhs
COBCeM Mexay codoi He moxoxu. [IpaBna, Muiesns el He yaaaoch pacCMOTPETh, HO Jake TO, UTO
TOT OpIoHeT, a ['abpuab OJIOHAWH, TOBOPUIIO O Pa3INIHsIX.

PemmuB GoJpliie He TapalUThCs HA CEeMEHHOEe BOCCOEAMHEHHE, AEBYIIKA C ele OOIBIINM YCHU-
JIMeM TIpUHSLIach HaTHpaTh KaMuH. Ho Kpaem yxa Bce e MpHCITyIMBaiach K pasroBopy 3a CIIMHOM:

— Hapnetoch, Bbl ¢ Mutiienem 3aiepxutech? — ¢ XpUIOTION CIIpOocKiia rpadpuHsi.

— 4 nymaio, 3agepKych IoMa Ha mapy MecsileB, — OTBETHJI OapXaTHbIM rojocom ['abpuanb, u
KaTpuH ¢ Tpyaom nodoposia HeoKuIaHHbIN MOPBIB 00epHYThCs. — A MuIIesb yeieT uepes napy JTHeu.

— HeynuButensHo, — B3OXHY/Ia YTHETEHHO CTapyXa, — y HEro BEYHO JeJIa.

Kat1 Bo3Bpamaiace B CBOWO KOMHATy OKOJIO NoayHoud. Horu neByiku ene ruienuch. Tskenas
paboTa He yTomuIsla Tak, Kak ee orcyrcTBue. CHil He OCTaBajloCh JJake Ha TO, YTOOBI pa3leThCs,
nosromy KaTpuH pyxHyna Ha KpoBaTh B IJIaTbe. A yTPOM, KOIJIa IPOCHYJIACh, IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO
BOBCE HE OTJOXHYJIA.

CeronHs1 JeBYIIKY OTHpaBWIM Ha KyxHI0. U 3Ta pabota el HpaBmiach Oosblie. becripeko-
cyIoBHO K3TpuH BBINONHSIIA YKa3aHUSI KyXapKu M He 3aMedalia, Kak ObICTPO TeueT BpeMsl 3a TOTOBKOA.
B npocTopHO#1 KOMHATE BUTaJI IPSIHBIN apOMAaT KapKOT0, a TAKKe MOKHO ObLIIO HACIATUTHCS CIaAKIM
3amaxoMm c00bl, KOTOPYIO MBIIIHOTENast KEeHIIMHA BhITIeKasia ¢ 0coO00H TIaresibHOCThI0. K OCHOBHOI
padote Kyxapka ¢ 3a6aBHBIM uMeHeM Kaiiia He moamyckana Kart. [laBana eByIlKe JHIb MEJIKHe
MIOpYUYeHHs: Hape3aTh OBOIIM, IPUHECTH BOJBI, TOMEIIaTh CyM. M axe 3a BHIOJIHEHUEM THX, HE
CTOJIb OTBETCTBEHHBIX 33/IaHUM CJieina co Beel crporocthio. Ho Katpun He oOmkanach, Ha000poT,
9T0 ee Becemwo. Kaiiia — noOpoayIHas KeHIMHA, ¥ Kak Obl HA XOTeJla BaXXKHUYATh, BHITJIsAACA
JMIIb 320aBHO. A TO3%e, KOTa KyXapKa JI0cTaja U3 Ievr apoMaTHYIo Bbileuky, KT mouyBcTBoOBasa,
KaK 32Cc0CaJIo Mo JIOKeuKou. U skeHIMHa B3siia MBIIIHYI0, pyMSsIHYIO OyJIOUKY U, Pa3JIOMUB IOTONAM,
MPOTSIHYJIA JEBYIIKE CO CJIOBAMU:

— Yrowaiics.

Hacnaxpasich cnagkoit cno6oit, Katpun 4yTh He 3amMypiibikajia OT YJOBOJILCTBUS. [JaBHO OHa
He MpoOoBaJia HUYEro NOJ0OHOT0, HeKHAas MSIKOTh IPSMO-TAaKH Tasiia BO pTy. OT cMakoBaHUSs OyJIKH
JEBYILIKY OTBJIEK HEI0BOJIbHBIN rosoc Kaimm:

— Crymnaii, 1eBouKa, Ha KOHIOIIHIO U nouiny TaM [epunuH. Ckopo KylaHbs ogaBath, a OHa
TOIJIa BBIHOCUTH IMIOMOM U Tiporajia. OnsATh, MOAW, Ha JIOMaAei 3a1000BaIach.
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KaTpuH, npornoTus nociegHuii Kycouek, Mocnelnia BeIIOIHUTb nopyyeHre. OHa He 3Haina,
I71e HaXOAUTCSI KOHIOIIHS, el BOOOIIe He MPUXOIMIIOCh ObIBaTh BO qBope. Ho nonro nckars He npu-
IIUIOCh — JIEBYIIIKA CIIPOCHIIA Y pabOTHHKA, crpedaroliero ceHo Ha 3aaHeM apope. [lomoiias Ommke,
KaT ycnbimana pxxanue Joma/iei 1 BOCXUTHIIACh pa3MepaMu KOoHIoIHE. OHa Obl1a OrpoOMHasi, a 3aroH
PAI0M, Ka3aJI0Ch, HE MMeJI KOHIIA M Kpast. K9TpuH HEBOJIBHO 3acMOTpesiach Ha MAJICHbKUX KOHSIIIEK,
Pe3Bo Mpeiraomux Ha 1yry. Ho, ObicTpo cest onepHyB, BOIILIA B BOPOTA M, JOKAABIIMCh, KOT/A I71a3a
MIPUBBIKHYT K MpaKy, KpUKHYJA:

— HlepunuH.

OTBeToM el OblJTa TUIIIMHA, a TIOTOM M3 APYTroro KOHIA MOCIbImIacs 3ByK Bo3HU. 1 KT noka-
3aJ10Ch, UTO OHA ycIbliajia Bexuil. ClesiaB HECKOJIbKO HEYBEPEHHBIX 1IaroB BIIEPE/, JEBYILIKA CHOBA
Mo3BaJa:

— llepunus, To1 31ech? TeOs TpeOYIOT Ha KYXHIO.

W neiicTBUTENbHO, HABCTPEUy €il BBICKOYMIIA JIEBOYKA, I71a3a KOTOPOW JIake B TEMHOTe Oje-
CTeNIM OT cjie3. BexyMnHyB Tenepp yke rpomue, oHa rnpoMyaiack MUMO K3TpuH, coBepllieHHO He
nocMoTpeB Ha Hee. A cama K3t 3acTbiia ctonoom, He TOHUMAsI, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. M MoHsIa JHIb
TOT/1a, KOTJa Mepejl Hell BO3HUK B3bepolleHHb ['abpuanb. OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH JIEBYIIIKA MOTISTH-
JIach Ha3aJl ¥, OCTYIUBIIKCH, YyTh He ynana. V yem Omke oHa MOOXOIWIIa K BBIXO/AY, TEM CHJIbHEE
CBET Majaj Ha Jimno napHs. Y teneps KaTpun Buaena, 4to ero roayOble 171a3a CBepKaioT OT 3710CTH,
a ryObl CKPUBUJIMCH B YXMBLUIKE.

—Ilpocturte... ... 1 He 3HaNA, — MPOMSMIIMJIA JIEBYIIIKA, NIBITAsICh ONPABAATHCS, ¥ TOJIBKO OHA
xoTesna yoexarb, kak [[aOpuasb cXBaTHII ee 32 PYKY.

— U yero xe Tl He 3HaJIa? — CIIPOCKUJI OH, BCMaTpUBAsICh €M B JIUILIO.

— UYro BBI 31€Ch... — BbIaBMIIA pacTepssHHO K3T u movyBcTBOBaNA, Kak €ro Majiblibl JO 00Iu
CKaJIu JIOKOTb.

— U 4ro OB U3MEHMIIOCH, €cJIv 3HaIA?

—41... 4... He 3HaI0, MHE MOpa, — MPOIIETNTaa OHA, MBITASCh OCBOOOIUTD PYKY.

— Her, noporyia, Tl siBWJIaCh KaK HEJb3s1 BOBPEMsI, — OJJHUM PBIBKOM OH JiepHYJ KaTpuH K
cebe, M OHA YyTh HEe pa3duiia HOC, BIIEYATABIIKUCH JIUIIOM B €r0 KAMEHHYIO TPY/b.

— Ilycrute, — npomsaminia Kat, 4yBCcTBys cTpax, HapacTaoUid BHYTPH.

— Ornymy, Korja couTy HyXXHBIM, — IpoIurnen Xpuruio ['abpuanb.

— laGpwamb, TH TaM? — C yAMLBl JOHECCS MYyKCKOW rosoc. M KaTpuH, BOCHOIb30BaBIINCH
3aMUHKOM, BbIpBaJla PyKy M IOMYalach Mpoyvb. SIpKUil CBET BO JBOpE OCIENUJ, U JEBYIIKA Aake
HE 3aMeTHIa YeJIoBeKa, B KOTOPOro Bpe3asiach IJIeYoM, U, JIUIIb B3IPOTHYB, CO BCEX HOT' Modexasa
JaJible.

4 riaBa

[Tocne npoucinecTBusl B KoHIOMHE K3TpuH X0oAMIa M NOCTOSTHHO orisiabiBasiack. OHa o3upa-
JIach TI0 CTOPOHAM B TEMHBIX, O€3/TIOAHBIX KOpUAOpax 3aMKa. Eil kazasock, OyaTo 3a Hell KTO-TO Clie-
AyeT IO TSATaM, U CTOUT PaccaadUThCs, KaK OHA TYT € YTOIUT B KalKaH.

Tem xe Beuepom Kot meitasiack paccipocuth Kiieiim u y3Hath nioOosbiie o ['abpusne, HO Ta,
IIMKHYB Ha Hee, HAOTpe3 OTKa3ajlach OTBeYaTh. JIMIIb MIENOTOM Mpeaynpeania, 9ToObl JepiKanach
OT HEro Kak MOHO jajbiie. MiMeHHo 310 u nenana Katpun nocnegnue Heckobko aHeil. OHa Hame-
PEHHO mpocuiack padboTaTh HA KyXHE, CTapasiCh HE BHIXOAUTH OTTYAa 0e3 ocoOoi HajoOHocTH. Ele
nomorHuIed Tam Obita [llepunmn. [IpaBna, geBouka Besiuecku m3bderana Ko, nake korjga oHu ocra-
BAJIMCh OJIHYU, OHA TO U JIeJI0 OTBOJMJIA B3IJIS/L MM BOBCe cOeraa.

Ort kyxapku Katpun y3nana, yto lllepu (Tak ee Ha3bIBasIa )KEHILMHA), BCETO YEThIPHALATH JIET
¥ OHa cpoTa. MaTh JeBOUKM TOMepJia HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3a]] OT YaXOTKH, a OTIIa M BOBCe He ObU10. KT
cpasy ke oJyBCTBOBaIa cummnaruio K IllepuinH, v couyBCTBHE K HEl CIIMBAJIOCH C € COOCTBEHHOU
ckopObi0. OHa TIpeKpacHoO MOHUMANA, YTO UCIIBITBIBAET T, OCTABIIMCH CUPOTOM, Bellb IPUMEPHO B
TAKOM K€ BO3pacTe 1 OHa cama Jiniuiack Matepy. Ho kak Obl IeBYIIIKa HY MBITATACh HAWTH MOIXOM K
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[epn, neBouka BcsYECKU cTapanach epxarbes oT Hee nopanibiie. Y Kart Bee ragana, nouemy?,Besp
OHa He c/iesiaia el HU4ero IIoXoro.

Pok Hactur Katpus yxe cienyiomum BeuepoM. I HaBepHOe, TIOCHEAyOIIUe COOBITUS CTaHYT
TSI IEBYIIKH IEUCTBUTEIBHO CYAbOOHOCHBIMH, TOTOMY YTO OTHBIHE €€ KU3Hb B KOpHE M3MeHHTCs. U
MYCTh OHA eIl He 3HaJIa, YTO XKJET ee BIepean, HO Cpasy ke MOYyBCTBOBAJIAa HEXOPOIIIee, YCIIBIIIAB,
KaK yIpaBJISOMUi JeISHBIM T'OJIOCOM MTPOU3HEC:

— Katpun, crymnaii HemenieHHO B IOKoW rocrioarHa ['aOpuans 1 HaBeau TaM YUCTOTY.

Pyku neBymiku TyT ke 3aMepiH, U OHa YyTh HE BBIPOHWJIA OJIOALE, KOTOPOE TOJBKO YTO C
TaKMM yCepAueM BbhITUpaia. KaTpuH nojHsIa mia3a u B3IpOrHy/a, HEOXKUIAHHO HATKHYBIINCH Ha
B3 Llepunvz, monHbid yxaca. JleBouka Tapaiuiack Ha Hee He Moprasi M BHyTpu y Kot 3apoauics
HEBOJIbHBIN CTpax.

— Ho y MeHns erie ropa HeMBITOH MOCY/Ibl,— BO3pa3uiia JEBYIIKA APOKAIIIM T'OJIOCOM, MBITAsICh
CMIACTUCh,— BO3MOXHO KTO-TO U3 IPUCITYTH MEHEee 3aHSIT. . .

— Tsl TiIyxasi?— HeIOBOIBHO MPOOYOHWIT DOYT.

— Her, — BUHOBaTO OIycTUB IU1a3a oTBeTWIa KoTpuH.

— Tel nonyuuna pacnopsixkenue?

— JI-n-n1a,— cKBO3b 3yObl BhIIaBasi KaT.

— Tak BbINONHSAN, 1a MOKUBEH,— PABKHYI YIPABJISIONIA, COOUPAsCh, YXOIUTb.

— Ho 51 naxe He 3Hal0, T/1e HAXOAATCS MOKOU TOCTIOAMHA,— KaJT00HO MponuIIaa aeBymka. 1 B
3Ty MUHYTY COBCEM HEKCTaTH pacraxHyJjach IBEph KyXHHU, HA TIOpore KOTOpoi nosiBuiack Kieiim.

— Kueiim 1e6s1 ipoBOaMT,— OpOCKIT el Beieq DUOYT ¥ HeMe IS 3aiaraii mpoyb.

B ronose Katpun kpyTtuiuch camble gypHbie Mbicai. OHa MeJIeHHO, Ha BaTHBIX HOTax, MOJI-
HUMaJach IO JIECTHHLIE, CeAys 3a MpoBokaroi. Ta ke Momyana, HAXMYPUBIIHCh, COBEPIIEHHO He
oOparasi BHUMaHMsI HA CBOIO CITyTHHILY. W TMIIIb B TEMHOM KOpHUJOpE, TaM, KyAa He Majaji CBET OT
JIaMII, OHa OCTaHOBMJIACh U pe3ko obepHyaach K Katpun. [locne yero cxparmiia AeByIIKY 3a TUICUH
Y C HEBEPOSITHOW CUJION MpHIKaia K CTEHe.

— Cnymiaii MeHs1 BHUMAaTe IbHO,— TipomenTania Kieiim, Tsokeno apia Kieiim, a ee miaza Ore-
CTeNH, KaK y 0e3yMHOW.— YTOo Obl TaM HU MPOM3OIILIO0, MOITYM U Tepru. M Bo 4To OBl TO HM CTAJIO
He MoJaBail HUKaKUX SMOLMIA.

— O yem THI?— ApOKa OT cTpaxa, mpomsiviinia Katpus.

— 3anoMHHM XOPOIIEHBKO: He COMTPOTUBIISIACS U HE KpUUu. Paiu BCero CBATOro, TOJIBKO He Mpo-
BOLIUPYH €ro.

[Iupoko oTkpsiB poT, KaTpru cmotpena Ha Kieiim u He y3HaBasna ee. JIMIO eByIIKU B TeM-
HOTE Ka3aJloch MemnebHO- OelbIM, a PyKH, cXuMamne mieun Kat, obnaganu oTHIONb HE AEBU-
ybell cuiloi. JleBymika xXoTena CIpocuTh, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAYMT, HO COCE/IKAa PEe3KO yOpasia pyKH, U
Katpun 4yTh 66110 He ynana. ONOMHHBIIKCH, OHA TIOHSIA TONIOBY, a KiteiiM yxke ycriena OTodTH Ha
HECKOJIbKO ITIaroB.

Cocenka octraBmwia KaTpuH y orpoMHbIX IBYCTBOpYAaThIX IBepeil. He mpopoHuB Gomblie HU
cioa, KneliM nocMoTtpena BHMMATebHO B IM1a3a Kot u ynanunace. Y Teneps AeBylika nepeMuHa-
Jlach C HOTM Ha HOTY, He pelasich BOUTH. OHa He YyBCTBOBaIA ceOs1 HACTOJIBKO OOpPEYEHHOM J1axe
TOT/1a, KOTJa €€ BBICTABJISUIM C OCTTBHBIMM HEBOJBHUKAMMU HA IUIOMIAIU 1Jis mpoaaxu. Kazamock,
YTO CTOUT BOHTH M BbIXOfIa Hazaj yxke He Oyaer. poxkalluMu pyKamu JIEBYIIKA CKajia TPAIUILY,
KOTOPYIO 3aXBaTHia ¢ COOO0M 17151 yOOPKH, U, TSKENIO B3JOXHYB, BCE ke 3acTaBuiia ceOst BOUTH. M TyT
K€ OTCTYNMWIIA HA3a/1 ¥ BKaJlach CIIMHOM B 3aKPHITHIE JBEPH.

— Cryy4atpb He y4nsm ?— HeIoBOJIbHO Opocuit ['abpuans, elrie MrHOBeHHe Ha3a/l CTOSIBIINMI y pac-
MaxXHYTOr0 OKHA, a Terepb BHUMATEIbHO pas3riisiAbIBAIONINI HEeBOMBHUIYY. [Tapens Obl1 6e3 pyOarik,
XOTs1 B KOMHaTe Lapwia npoxiana, 1 KaTpua Mora Jiie3pers BHITYKJIble MBIIIIIBI O] 3aropesioi
kokedl. OHa HEBOJILHO TOKpAacHeNa, OTMETHB, YTo ['abpuasib TOBOJIBHO HETLIOXO CJIOKEH, a OpOH30-
Bast KOXa — OOJTbIIIasi PEKOCTD JIJIS YeJIOBEKA €rO MOJIOKEHHS.
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—IIpocrure. {4 He 3Hama, 4TO BB 3/1€Ch,— TPOU3HECa K3T, 4yBCTBYs, KaK MEPECHIXAET B ropJie. —
MHe Besenu HaBeCcTH y Bac MOPSIIOK.

—YT0 X, pa3 BeJiesl, HAaBOJH,— HE OTPBIBAsI OT JIEBYIIKH JTIOOOIBITHBIX 17123, OTBETHJI TOCIIOJVH.

KsTprH HepemmTensHO npoluia BrilyOb KOMHATHI M OPOCHIIACh TPOTUPATD MbLUTh U PACKIIA/IbI-
BaTh BEIIH 110 cBoMM MecTam. O1HaKo yOOpKa He J1ainiiach, MO0 AEBYIIIKA MOCTOSIHHO YyBCTBOBAJA HA
ce0Oe MPUCTAIBLHBIA MYyXKCKOU B3MIsA. CrycTs HekoTopoe BpeMs KT 3ameTwiia, 4To KOMHATa 3aroi-
HWIACh MOJTYyMPAKOM, 1, OOEPHYBIIMChH K XO3sIMHY, IIPOM3HECA, He MOJHUMAS I71a3:

— Yike CIMIIKOM TEMHO, s Aojesai0 padboTy 3aBTpa yTPOM, €CJIM Bbl, KOHEYHO, HE BO3paKaeTe.

— Bospaxaio,— orBetus1 ['abpuanb, 1 AeByIIKa yBUIena, Kak B TEMHOTE OJIECHY/IM ero Oebie
3yObl. — MHe HyHa TBOSI IOMOIIIb.

— Y10 0T MeHs TpedyeTcs?— MalIMHAIBHO IPOTapaTOpUiIa OHa.

— ITomoru MHe CHATBH Camllory.

Kstpun xotena ObU10 BO3pa3uTh, HO, HE TIOCMEB, MOAOIUIA K TOCIIOAMHY, BOCCE/IABILIEMY Ha
KpOBaTH, 1 OIyCTUJIACh Niepe/l HUM Ha KosieHU. OH BBITSIHYJI CBOM JUIMHHbBIE, CTPOMHbBIE HOTH, TT03BO-
JI51s1 IEBYIIKE CTAIUTh C HUX 00YBb. BHIMOIHUB MPUXOTh X03s1MHA , KT pe3ko nogHsiack, cooupasich
YUTH, HO €€ KUCTh CKaJIM Topsiure nasblisl ['adbpuas.

— IMocnymHas aeBOYKa,— MOXBAIWI MApeHb C MOMyyIblOKoi. — TeGe He rOBOpWIIM, YTO ThI
COBCEM He MOX0a Ha MPUCITyTy?

— Otuero xe? — NporIoTUB KOMOK, MOSIBUBLIMICS B ropiie, BblgaBuia KatpuH.

— CiuikoM Xopormna Jyist yOOpKH. . .

— BolOuparh He PUXOAUTCS,— MPOMSIMIIMIIA JEBYIIKA, JEPHYB PYKY, YTOOBI OCBOOOJUTHCS. —
IIpocrute, MHe nopa.

— 41 TeOs erme He OTITyCKaJl,— HEJOBOJILHO Tpormies [adpuasb, 1 Tenepb ero Ia3a CTpaHHO
3abrecreny.

He naB Katpun onoMHHTBCS, MapeHb pe3Ko OpOCHII ee Ha KPOBaTh M1 MTHOBEHHO HABUC Hajl
€€ TEJIOM.

— KpacuBas,— npousHec oH, IpouepTUB KOCTSIIKAMH NaJIbLIEB 10 I1aKOH 1ieke. KT 3acThiia,
00sICh c/1enaTh BIIOX, & CEpIIe B TPYAU BHIOMBAJIO KOJIOKOJIBHYIO TPEJb.

PacmpeHHBIME OT yXkaca r71a3aMu JeBYIIKa CMOTpena, Kak ['abpuesb B OIUH MPBIKOK Ocea
ee U yrepcst pyKaMu B IMOAYIIKY 10 006e CTOpoHbI 0T KaTpuH.

— INourpaem?— OXpUMIIM TOJIOCOM Mpou3Hec napeHb. Y K3t xotena 6pUI0 3aKpuvaTh, YTOOBI
OH ee HEMEJICHHO OTITyCTHJI, HO TYT e B MaMsATH BCIUTbUM crnoBa Kieiim: «Momuun u teprin». U
MIOKa €€ MO3T CYJOPOKHO MCKaJl KaKhe-IMOOo MyTH K CHAaceHuIo, pyka ['aOpuans cMsiia miatbe Ha
IPYyIy JEBYIIKH U OAHUM PE3KUM JIBUKEHHEM pa3opBajia ero.

S raBa

KstpuH, o0ypeBaemasi maHUKOM, cMoTpena, Kak [adpuanb pactep3ai jud ee riaThs, orossis
rpyas. [lepen rma3zamu BCObIXHYJIA KAPTUHA TOTO JHS, KOrJa OTEll TaK e MbITaJICs HaJApyraTbcsl Hajl
Hell.

— Ilycrure, ymonsio, s He xouy! — MpoKpHyaia B OTYasTHUM AEBYILIKA, [IOHUMAs1, YTO €l He
OZI0JIETh CTOJIb KPEMKO CJIOKEHHOTO MapHSs.

— Tebs1 HUKTO He CIpaIMBaET, Yero Thl XOUelllb, — Mpopbrya ['abpuaiib, U ero JMIo UCKa3uiIa
3J10CTb.

K»aT He coobpaxkara, Bce mpemoctepexenus Kiieiim B MOMEHT BbuleTeNM U3 royioBsl. Kak oca-
TaHeBIlasi OHA HavyaJia CONPOTUBIISATHCS, MOJIOTS KyJIaKaMH IO TeJly MapHsl, U MbITasCh KOITSMHU BlLie-
MUTHCA eMy B JUI0. YeoBek, 00e3yMeBIIUE OT CTpaxa, He BCeria CriocodeH ceOst KOHTPOIUPOBATh.
W K3TpuH, cTpacTHO kaxaymas OCBOOOAUTHCS U3 pyK MyuuTels, oOpena HeObBatyo cuiy. Ho
3BOHKas MOIIEYNHA OBICTPO OXJIAIWIIA €€ TbUT. 3aCThIB, AEBYIIIKA MOYYBCTBOBAA, KaK OT OOJIU CBO-
JWT YEJTIOCTH, a POT HAIOIHSETCS] KPOBBIO.
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K31 B oTUasiHMM B3Mpajia Ha TOCHOIMHA, TOCIESIHSSA KaIuls HA/IeK/Ibl PACTBOPUJIACh Y Hee B
ayme. Ho emy Obiia Ge3paznnyuHa ee Hemasi MojbOa, OH He 3aMeyasl HUYero B MOIBITKE MOMYYUTh
*Kenaemoe. Bosbinast, BiaxkHas JIaJOHb HAKpbUIa ee Ipydb U 10 0oy cxana. Bekpuknys, Katpun
yBUjIeNa, KaK U3 HUOTKYJa B CBOOOIHON pyke ['abpuans nosiBuiics KMH)al. 3aBopoxkeHo K3t ycra-
BUJIACh HA cepeOpsTHOE JIe3BHE, IEPeTUBAIOIIEecs B IJIaMEeHH CBeud. M1 MO3r, CKOBaHHBIH yKacoM, He
cpasy MpOCUTHAIMIT 00 OITaCHOCTH.

I'poMKo 3aKpuyaB, JEeBYIIIKA MIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK IO ee pedpaM MOJIOCHYJI XOJIOAHBIA MeTasll.
M 6011b BCIIBIIIKON MPOH3UJIA TEJIO, OOKUTrast KOXKY ropsiueil BJarou.

Crie3bl KaTWIIMCh TIO IeKaM, a B3JIsA], TIOJIHBIA CTpaxa U MyKHU, UCKal criaceHus1. [adpuab,
CJIOBHO B He ceOe, CMOTpeJl Ha paHy, KOTOPYIO HaHeC. A TOTOM IMPUIKaJl JIAJIOHb K NOpe3y U, TIOHSIB
PYKY, TIOJIHEC OKPOBABJICHHBIC MAJIBIIBI K CBOEMY JIHILY.

KsTpuH Bkanach B MOAYIIKY, MIsi/Isl, C KAKUM O€3yMHBIM YIOBOJILCTBUEM TMAapeHb CIIN3bIBACT
KpOBb ¢ masibiieB. OH MOXOMMI HA CyMacIIe/Iero, oo OJectesl OT NoTa, a 3pavyku, CBEpKaloIye
CTpAILTHBIM IJIAMEHEM, ObLITH PacIIMPEHBI.

Teneps ¢ TUIOM, NeperavyKaHHbIM KPOBbIO, OH HAIIOMUHAJ KSTpUH MOHCTpA M3 CaMbIX CTpaIll-
HBIX KoIIMapoB. Heroasii Hacnaxmaicst 3peiviieM, CJIOBHO BIUTHIBAT 0OJb, KOTOPYIO MPUYUHSLIT
neByike. KT ppiiana B roioc, HO HUKTO HE CHEIIWI efl Ha MoMOIlb. Teslo, OHEeMeBIliee OT ykKaca,
ocyabio U He XOTeso MoguuHsThesa. OHa czienaia eie HeCKOJIbKO HUUYTOXKHBIX TOIMBITOK CKUHYTh
[aGpuans ¢ ce6s. U 310 He yBeHUYAIOCh YCIIeXoM, a, Ha0O0OPOT, JIUIIL NojAesIo Mep3apiia. CXBaTuB
K3TpuH 32 ropio, OH MPHUHSJICS PacCTErMBaTh CBOM IITAHBI, U, OTOJIMBILKCH, 3apaJl I0OKY JIEBYIIIKH.

[a6puans HaBawiics Ha KT, pa3Bojist koieHOM ee Tpsicyinuecs: Horu. [TouyBcTBOBaB, Kak ero
TBEpIBI OpraH ynepcs el B 6eapo, KaTpun ocosHana, 4to OH melTaeTcsl caeaTb. M Beeid aymioit
He KeJiast, YTOOBI HaJl Hell HaJIpyrajuch, NEBYIIKa MPU3Baja BCe CBOM CHJIbI HA IOMOIIb. VI3BUBasich
BO BCE CTOPOHBI, OHa KpUYaJia, TUIaKkajla v MOJIIJIAa He Tporath. B3OecuBivich, ['abpusib nomsiTaics
ype3oHuTb KT, HO HOBBII y/1ap 10 ee JIMIy HUYero He u3MeHWI. JleByIIKa JIMIIb CTaia eJI03UTh ITyITIe
NPEXHEro, U MapHIO He YIaBaJloCh CKPYTHUTH €il PyKH.

[Mornomennast 6opr6oit, KaTpuu He cpa3y 3ameTnia, Kak B pykax ['aOpuasis CHOBa MOSIBUIICS
KUHKaJI. Y TONBKO KOrJa OCTpUe MUMOJIETHO KOCHYJIOCH €€ TPY/IH, B3OPBIKHY/IA H, 320paB, cOpocuiia
Herofsis ¢ ceos.

HanonHuB nibUIatoniye jerkue Bo3ayXoM, JIeByIIKa HeMeJUIsi BCKOYMIA Ha HOTH M TOMYaJIach
K aBepu. Ho B3sBIIMCH 3a pyuKy, ocTaHOBHUJIAach. OOEpHYBILKCh, OHA 3aMeTuiia, 4to ['abpuanb He
meBesuTcsl. OH Jiexall Ha J)KMBOTE, YTKHYBIIKCH JIUIIOM B o). [10/10K1aB HEMHOTO B HaJIekK /e, 4TO
napeHb oyHeTcsi, K9TpuH Ha IbIIOYKaxX HapaBUIach K HETIOIBHKHOMY TEIy.

Onacasich mogonTH OJIFKe, JAEBYITKA HETPOMKO OKJIMKHYJIA:

— I'abpuab.

Ho ToT nmponosmkait jexars, He rojiapast IPU3HAKOB KU3HU. Torna, mpuxkap pyKH K KOJIOTSIIIe-
Mycsl B TPy cepily, KT omycTuiach Ha KOJIGHU psiioM ¢ HUM. M HecMelo TOJIKHYJIa Jpoxarien
KUCTBIO. VI CHOBa HMYETo, OH CIIOBHO He fpiman. O0ypeBaemasi TpeBOIOM, JIEBYIIIKA MOMBITAIACH MTOJI-
HSATb €10, ¥ €€ MaJIbIIbl BISIAIMUCH BO YTO-TO JIMIKOE U Teruioe. [lepectaB apimars, KaTpus npurmnos-
HslJIa, HACKOJTBKO 3TO OBLIO BO3MOXHO, ['abpuasist 1 oOHapyKuJIa IMOJ] HUM MEJJICHHO PacIiof3aloly-
10CS1 JTY)KY KPOBH.

3akpuuan, KaT oTckoumia ot napHs ¥ Opocriiach K BBIXOY C TOPTAHHBIM PEBOM:

— Ha nomorip, rocnogid paHeH!

CroTbIKasich, JIeByIIKa pacriaxHylia JABEpU W, OKa3aBIIMUCh B SPKO OCBEIIEHHOM KOPHIOpE,
32)KMYpUJIach, CHOBA TI03BAB Ha MOMOIIb. TYT ke B JPYroM KOHIIE BO3HHUKJIO YEPHOE MATHO, HO MYT-
HbIM B30poM K3TpHH He Moria pa3oOparh, KTO HarpapiseTcs: K Hell. I3 HUOTKyna psjioM BO3HHUK
DiOYT U HEAOBOJIBHO 3a0yXTel:

— Yro HaTBOpMIIA, Aypa?

Crnienom 3a HuM K3t BepHyach B mokou ['aOpuasis u, ppiaas, yKka3ajia Ha TeJo:
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— OH He 1IeBeNUTCs, TaM KPOBb.

Vpasinsomuii Opocuiicst ObLIO K TIAPHIO, HO €ro OTTOJIKHYJIA TpachuHsI, BUXPEM BOPBABIIASICS
B KOMHATY.

— Moii MaTbuMK, — 3aBbUIa YTPOOHBIM BOEM CTapyxa, YIaB Ha KOJIEHU PSZIOM C BHYKOM.

— Yto T Hagenana? — 3aperyan DUOyT, ynapus KITpuH Kyjaakom Mo JMily, ¥, HE YCTOSIB Ha
HOTax, JIEBYIIIKa yraJa.

— 3T0 CIy4YalHOCTh, — 3aJIMBAsICh Clle3aMH, T1akasia oHa. — ... [ He xoTena.

— 41 BBIOBIO U3 TeOs BCIO Iypb, — 3a0pajl DAUOYT, CHOBA 3aMaXHYBIIIVCh.

— Ilomoru MHe MOIHSTD €ro, UUOT, — OCTAHOBUJIA €T0 XPUIUILIM KPUKOM TIpapuHs.

U 3a6b1B 0 KaTpuH, yrpapisomuil mocnenini Ha TOMOIIb TOCToke. A IeBYIIKA, MPOIOIKast
MOBTOPATD «$I HE BUHOBATa, 3TO CJIyYalHOCTb», OTION3/1a K CTEHE.

3axuieObiBasich cie3amu, KT He 3aMevasa Hu4ero BOKpyT, M He oOpaTuiia BHUMaHus Ha Kietim,
OITyCTUBUIYIOCS PSIIOM C HEH.

— YT0 cimyyniocs? — MIENOTOM CITPOCHJIa COCEAIKA.

Pe3ko oOepHyBIIMCh, K9TpHH BlienuIach ApokalvMy NaabliaMu B pyky Kieiim. 1, BeXmmumbi-
Bas, 3aMOTaJla FOJIOBOM:

— 3TO CIy4YallHOCTb, 51 HE XOTea.

— Ybepure 3Ty TBaph OTCIOA, — 9XOM 110 KOMHATe pasHeccs rojioc daut denbmac. — 3anpu B
TrojiBajie, s COOCTBEHHOPYYHO ee TIPUKOHYY.

— Cuio MUHYTY, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, — OTO3BasIach Kieiim, 3a JJokoTh nogHumast Katpus.

Primas v nomarteiBasich, K3t mo3Bonmia cocesike yBectu ceOs1. Kaxplii miar gaBajics e ¢ Tpy-
JIOM, HOTY He JiepKaii U MoAruOanuch. B rimazax psiOwt KpacHbIA KOBep, MPeBpalnasch Ha UX MyTu
B JIy)Ky KPOBHU.

TonbKO JEBYIIKM CTYNWIM HAa JIECTHUILY, KaK JO0 HUX JOHECCS MyIIepa3JupalolIuil KpUK.
KatpuH, BcxJIMIHYB, 3aMepiia, YyBCTBYs Cria3Mbl TOIIHOTHI, MojcTynamiue Kk ropiay. Ho Kieiim ¢
CHJION CKaJia PyKy CITyTHHIIBI M TTOTAIUIA Ty 32 COOOH.

TloGeneHbl Ha CTEHaX CMEHSUTH cepble KaMHHU, M CBET OT JIaMIl CTal TYyCKHeTh. JlecTHUIa 3a
JIECTHUIIEH, KOPUJOP 32 KOPUIOPOM, IIIar 3a I1aroM OHU OITYCTWIUCh B XOJIOJHBIN U CBIPOM MO/BAJL.

3anuxayB Katpun 3a nBepb Temuwuilbl, Kieiim Boluia ciieioM M MOCTaBUJIa Ha HEPOBHBIM
KaMEHHBIW TI0JT TYCKJIO MUTAIONIYIO JIAMITY.

— KaTpuH, 4yto npousomino? — ¢ TpeBOroi Cripocuia AeBylliKa.

-V Hero 6b1 HOX, Kiteiim, — oceB, nporenTana Kat. — OH nope3an MeHs U, KakeTcs, XOTel
youTs. $1 Tak ucryragack, 4To CKUHyJa ero ¢ ceds. OH ymaj Ha moJ v OOJbIle He TOIHSIICS.

— Ox, 51 ke npocuia 1edst TeprieTh, — KiieliM onmycTuiach psijioM ¢ IpoxKaliei JeByIIKOM.

— 41 He Mora, 310 OBUTO y&KacHO. MHE Tak *kaJjlb, TaK Kallb. ..

— A MHe HUCKOJIBKO He JKaJIKO 9TOT0 YOI0IKa, — CO 3JI0CThIO Tipormuresa Kieiim. — MHe kajko
Te0s, IEBOYKA.

— Twr 3HaMa, 4TO OH Oe3ymen? — crpocwia KT, MOAHAB Ha COCEIKY I71a3a, MOJHbIE Clie3 U
OTYasHUS.

—3Hana... — B3I0XHYB, OIMycTuIa B30 Ta. — O6 3T0M 3HaOT Bee. Tonbko rpaduHs 3acTaBrIa
Hac Mom4yathk. VIMEHHO /17151 ero 0e3yMHBIX yTeX 3[1eCh MOSIBIITUCH MBI C TOOOM, JIa U C IECATOK JIPYTUX
neBuil. MeHs B CBoe BpeMsl HUKTO He Mpeaynpean, — B3IAporuyB, KieiiM KocHys1ach CBOeH IeKH. —
W 310 nuimb Masiasi yacTh TOTO, YTO OH CO MHOM czienasl. YOIIOIOK UCKpoMcall MOE TeJlo Tak, 4YTo
MHE caMoii TTPOTHBHO Ha HEro CMOTPETh. A Bejb s Toraa Oblia BoOseHa, Mbl cooupaichk ¢ Onum
oOBeHUaThes. .. Ho s Tak M He TocMesia N3ypoJIOBaHHOW TIOKA3aThCs MPEJT HAM.

— U1 mouemy ["aGpuanb 310 sienaer? — He jpiia mporentana KatpuH.

— He 3naio, HukTO He 3HaeT. OH MOHCTp, a rpaduHs MOTAKAET €ro JbsIBOJILCKOMY TMOPOKY,
3aCTaBJIsAsl HAC MOJTYATh, ¥ TIPUBOSI HOBBIX JIEBOYEK, — OTBeTHIIA 3ayMurBo Kieiim. — Tebe 601pHO?
Pana kpoBotount?
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— Mmue crpamno, Kineiim... T'ocnoau, MHe Tak cTpaiiHo, — BexJunHysla KatpuH, npukaB K
IPYyIY pa30pBaHHbBIC KJIOUbS IIATHS.

6 riiaBa

ThbMa Mopoii BroHsIET B yKac JIake TeX, KTO, Ka3aJloch Obl, yKe JaBHO MPHUBBIK K €€ Pa3ind-
HBIM TIposiBieHUsIM. OCOOCHHO TOr/ia, KOTrAa 3TOT MPaK HeCKOHYAeMBbIN, M KaXKeTCsA, YTO B BO3yXE,
HAIlOJTHEHHOM T'YCTOM YEpHOTOM, TasATCS CTPAIIHbIE IPUBUICHUS.

KatpuH He 3Hajla HaBEepHSKA, OTYETO y Hee BHYTPHU TOSBUJICS JUKHNA yKAc, Pa3phIBAIOIIHAIA
IPYIHYIO KJIeTKy Ha yactu. OT cTpaxa Ji, OT X0JIofa... A MOXeT ObITh, BCEMY ITPUYMHON HaphIBA-
I0asi paHa Tocjie BochaiauBinerocs rnopeza? OHa He 3HAJlIA U TOTO, CKOJBKO BPEMEHHU IpOBesa B
XOJIOHOM, ChIpOM mofBaie. Ho uyBcTBOBasa, OyATO Ielyl0 BEeYHOCTh. M3-3a 3amepToit aBepu He
JOHOCHWJIOCh HH 3BYKA, JIMIIh CKPEkKET W MUCK KPbIC HAPYIAIK TUIIMHY. W 9Ta TUIIMHA, U TEMHOTa
JOBOIWJIH JICBYIIIKY 1O Oe3ymusi. K3T mbITanachk pa3misiieTb XOTh YTO-HUOYIb BO MpaKe, HO CKOJIBKO
Obl HY HarpsTajia 3peHue, He BUjIeNa Jlaxke COOCTBEHHON PYKH, BHITSIHYTOU BIepe/l. Yike JOCTaTOUHO
JaBHO TOJION Tep3aJl JKeJIYJOK XKyTKMMHU criazMamu. U, cuas Ha jeastHom, KaMeHHOM 1oy, KT co
CTOHOM pacKauMBaJIaCh U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY. OT yaymiaoiiein 0e3pICXOMHOCTH el XOTeI0Ch ApaTh
Ha ceOe KOXKY M JIe3Th Ha CTEeHY, UTO OHa U JieJia, COBCeM HellaBHO. TSkelo Jpliiia, JeBYIKa OITyTIbI-
Bajla KAMHU B HAJIEK/Ie OTHICKATh KaKWe-THOO0 Jia3elku, MO0 U3 YIUBUTEIbHBIX UCTOPUN O 3aMKax
OHa TIOMHWJIA, YTO CTAPUHHBIE CTPOSHUS CKPHIBAIOT MHOXKECTBO MOTaHBIX X0M0B. OnHako KarpuH,
rpusiarasi HEMMOBEPHBIE YCHIIHS, JIWIIb pacliapanaia cede pyku, HO Tak HUYero M He OOHapyXKuia.

UYem nosnbirre Kot Haxoaumack B3anepTH, TeM OoJbIlie MeuTaia o cMeptu. U roo HernpeMeHHO
3aBepIUT CBOE JIEJIO, €CITU TOJBKO rpaduHs He 0ObsABUTHCS paHbiiie. Ho BO3MOXHO, BOCTaieHHe,
OXBATUBIIIee paHy, onepeauT BceX. Jukuil 03HOO MyumIl ociadeBliiee Teslo JIEBYIIKH, Nepexois B
HecTepnuMmblii kap. B momyoomopounom coctosiaun Katpun apoxkana, jiexa Ha nony. B kakoi-to
MOMEHT, CJIe3 He OCTaJIOCh, Ml OHA yKe He MOTIJIa ITPOKJIMHATH CBOIO cyap0y. KaT Bcerna cuurana ceds
CMeJION M CHITBHOM, JI0 TeX TOp MOKa 3aXBaTHUBIIHE €€ B IJIeH MPaK, rojiofl ¥ O0Jie3Hh He CJIOMUIIN
OyHTapCKUH IIyX.

Korma neByiika yxe He MOIJIa MOJHATH TOJIOBBI, HEOKUIAHHO pa3fasicsl CKPHIT IBEPH, HO y Hee
HE XBATUJIO CHJI IOCMOTPETh, KTO sIBUJICA. KSTpHH He 1eBemIach U JIMIIb KpaeM I71a3a BUjena, Kak
PBUKHI CBET OT JIAMITBI TUISAIIET IO KAMEHHOMY TOJTY, OTpaXasli TSHbIO CHUTYST BOIIIE/IIEro.

— INomHumaiicsi, — 6pe3rMBO CKOMaHIOBAI MY)KCKOM TOJIOC.

Ho peBymika He cMoriia eMy OTBETHTh, a JIUIIh MOTHYJIa B OTBET rojioBoi. Torga MyX4uHa,
BBIPYTaBIIMCh, HAKJIOHUJICS K HEell U PIBKOM ITOCTaBIJT Ha HOrW. U He yepikaBIvch Ha Mecte, Katpun
CHOBa OceJia.

— Pano nomuparth, — ycMexHyJIcs He3HaKOMell, JIUIO KOToporo KT He Moria pasrisaeTs u3-3a
MOMYTHBITIErocs B3risAaa. — [ 1laBHOe Becelbe ernie Briepean. CTON pOBHO, eC/Id He XOYelllb MOJTyYUTh
3aTpelIvHy.

JleByliKa BBIIPSAMUIIACH M, TIPU3BAB Ha TIOMOIIb BCE CBOM CHJIBI CMOIJIA C TPYJAOM YCTOSITb.
Her, oHa He ucmyraiach yrpo3bl, 3By4aBIleid B CIOBAX 3TOrO YeJOBEKa, MPOCTO XOTela MocKopee
MPEKPaTUTh CBOU MyYEHHUSI.

Kaxnpiii mar 0oe3HeHHON pe3blo OT3hIBAJICSI BO BCEM Tejle, U Jake TYCKJIBI CBET JIAMIThI
BBDKHTAJT TJIa3a, MPUBBIKIIKE 32 BpeMs 3aTOYEeHUs K TeMHOTe. MyX4KMHa, He TIePEeMOHSICh, TaIlWI
KaTpuH 3a mmBOpOT, HO €l O 3TOro He OBUIO HUKAKOro jAeja. JIumkoe, rps3HOE TUIaThe JIHYJIO K
TeJTy, a KOrja TKaHb HaTATUBAJIACh, JEBYIIKA YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK Ta MPWJIMILIA K paHe U OTPhIBAJIACh
BMecTe ¢ Koxel. boiib HOBOW BCIIBIIIIKOM MPOH3MIIA MO3T, HO CHJI HA CTOHBI U KPUKH HE OCTaJIOCh;
OHa JIMIIIb KycaJia ryObl, eJie IepeBo/s JbIXaHue.

My:xurHa BHIBOJIOK KT Ha yiuily, ¥ IeBYIIIKa 32KMY pPUIach, OCJICTUICHHAS SIPKUM COJTHEYHBIM
ceeroM. OcTaBIIMCh Oe3 MONIEPKKY, ITyCTh JIaxe W IpyOo, HO BCe ke HEOOXOOUMOU B ee N3MYUeH-
HOM COCTOSTHUH, OHA ITOBAJTUJIACH Ha BJIAXHYI0 3eMTi0. CBeXUid, POXJIAHBIA BO3AYX MU HO3/IPH,
HAITOJTHSIS JIETKHe K13Hb0. Ho, HeCMOTps Ha TO 4TO T0JI0Ba HEMHOTO MPOCBETIeNa, Ila3a Bee elle He
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JKeJIaJT BUIETh. 3aTO YIIM MPEKPacHO CIIBIIAN Tooca moaen. Pasznenus onyxmue Beku, Katpun
MONBITAJIACh PACCMOTPETh MIPOUCXOAIIee, HO, KPOME PACIUIBIBUATHIX CHITYITOB, HE CMOIJIa HUYETO
OIPE/ICUTb.

— CeromHs1 3Ta TBaph, — pa3gaJicsi FPOMKUH rojioc D0yTa, — MoCIeayeT 3a TOCIIOIUHOM, KU3Hb
KOTOPOTrO OTHSIIA.

OcozHaB BClO CyTh CcKa3zaHHOro, Katpun cxanmach. OHa XoTena ObUIO KPUKHYTh, UTO 3TO
HEeTpaB/a, YTo MPOU3OIIIE/IIee CITyJailHOCTh, HO TIepecoXIiee ropiio U3AaI0 JIUIIb KaJTOOHBINA X PUIL.

— Ho nipexne apsHb IPOUYYBCTBYET Ty 0OJb, KOTOpasi € U He CHWJIACh, — CHOBA TPE3BOHII
ynpasstomuii. 1 Kot ynoBuia B ero ToHe HOTKHY yIOBOJILCTBHS. Mep3aBell IBHO HACTIaK IAJICs MTPo-
UCXOJSAIINM.

— IlonHsATs ee, — pa3Heccs: XPUILIbIH rojloc rpadMHU, HAITOMUHAIOIINN KapKaHbe BOPOHBI.

KaTpuH TyT %e moctaBuim Ha HOrH. [ 71a3a, HEMHOTO MPUBBIKINKE K CBETY, TEepb MOIJIU pa3-
ar4ath cuitysThl mozel. [lepecraB apimath, K9t yBunena, kak K Heil puOIMAKaeTcsi YepHOe MATHO.
U eit He Hy’KHO OBbUIO YETKO BUJIETh KEHIIMHY, BElb OHA BCEM CBOMM CYIIIECTBOM 3HaJa, YTO 3TO —
Dnut denbmac.

I'pacpuns ocTaHOBMIIACH HATTPOTUB TUICHHUIIBI, ¥ OTKUHYB YEPHYIO ByaJlb C JIMIIA, C TPE3PEHUEM
MPOILHIIENA:

— be3ponHas TBapb, Tl OTHsUIA Y MEHsI CaMoOe JOPOroe — MOEro MajbuuKa, MOIO JKH3Hb, MO
cMbIcT. Thl CIOXHEIIb B MyKax, HO Jake 3TOro JUIsl TeOs CIMIIKOM Majio. TBoe HUUTOXHOE Cylie-
CTBOBaHHME HUYTO TIO CPaBHEHUIO ¢ ero ku3Hbio! Ho He Hajelics, Jake Ha TOM CBETe Thl He CMOKEIllb
HaWTH TIOKOSI — B CKOPOM BPEMEHH s OTHIIILY TeOsI U TaM.

[Tpo3Byyasa rpoMkas nomieunHa, 1 KaTpuH ycrosiyia Ha Horax JiMiib OJarogapsi pykam, Kperko
CKMMAIOIIMM TKaHb BMECTE C BOJIOCAMU Ha IIiee.

— 51 cOOCTBEHHBIMM PyKaMH BBITAIIIIA KMHKaAJ U3 cepata ['abpuasist ¥ ¢ OrpoMHBIM YIOBOJIb-
CTBHEM BOH3MJIA ObI B TBOE, HO HET, 3TO OYJET CIIMIIKOM JIETKOW CMEPTHIO, — TOJIOC TOCTIOXKH JAPOKAI
OT FHEBa M HEHABUCTH, TaK 4TO K9TpUH HU Ha CEKyH/ly HE YCOMHUIIACh B €€ CJIOBaX.

— CTo0 mietel, JBECTH, TPUCTA, — MPOKpUYaia rpaduHs, BHOBb ynapuB Kot no nuity. — 3adeit
Mep3aBKy JJO CMEPTH, ITyCTh 3aXJIeOHETCs1 COOCTBEHHOH KPOBBIO,  Ha €€ TeJIe He OCTAHETCsI HU OfIHOTO
KUBOro Mecra. Pazniets TBapb!

[Mocne stux xyTkHX cnoB ¢ KaTpuH pe3ko copBanm marhe. [leByinka 3acToHana, Ho4yBCTBO-
BaB, KaK TKaHb MPUJIMITIIAS K paHe, HaHeCceHHO ['abpuaniem, oTopBaiach CHOBa 3aCTaBUB MOpeE3 KPo-
BOTOUNTh. HO HUKTO GOJIbIIe HEe YCTIBIIIA STOTO KaJIoOHOr0, 00peueHHOro Beximma. CoOpasiimecst
KpecThsiHe ObLIH CIIUIIIKOM 3aXBaveHbl a3apTHBIM 3pesuiiieM. OHU Kpruvaiu, OCKOPOISUTH, TIJIEBAJU B
MIPUTOBOPEHHYIO K CMEPTH JIEBYIIKY U IIBBIPSUTH B HEE BCE, YTO TOJIBKO MM IOTAJaIOCh Mof, pyKy. Ho
KaTpun He omrymana Ha 6071 OT KaMHEH, BPe3alolUXcsl B KOXKY, HA CThIIa OT TOrO, YTO MpejcTasa
pesi STUM COPOJOM MOJTHOCTHI0 OOHaXkeHHOW. OHa MPOIAIach ¢ )KU3HBIO, OTCTPAHMBIIKCH OT MPO-
ucxopsero. [Ipeononesas pe3b B mazax, Kot noaHsia cBoi HEBUISAIIUI B30P K COJHILY, TIOHUMASI,
YTO CO3EPIIAET ero B MOCIEAHUI pas.

Ee moramwim B LIeHTp KpUYAaIe TOJIB U YJIOKUIM )KUBOTOM Ha XOJIOAHBIA KameHb. MbIc-
neHHo Katpun Monmiack, 9ToObl 3TO XOJI0[] 3aMOPO3UIT €€ CEp/Lle, TAK MbUIKO U OTYAasTHHO BHIPBIBA-
toeecs U3 rpynad. OHa Beel qymion coxanesna o cMeptd ['adpuasis, mycTh Jake TOT ee U 3aCTyKHUIL.
JleByIlIKa COBEPILIEHHO HE XOTena, YTOObI €e PyKU 00arpuiMch ero KpoBblo, HO M BUHOBATOW ceOs
He cumTaia. [Ipousoreaiiee cay4ailHOCTb, )KYTKOE CTeYeHHe OOCTOSITENbCTB, HO 9TOTO €l Ternepb
He JToKa3aTb. [la v Bpsij M paHbllie KTO-TO cTail Obl ee ciaymarh?! TakuM, Kak OHa, He JAl0T CJIOoBa,
OHU BUHOBHBI YK€ CAaMUM CBOMM poxjeHueM. OcoOeHHO OHa, BUAMMO, OT CyAbOBI He YOSKHIIIb.
Harpacho crapanach ee OKOWHAasi MaTh, CKPBITh CYIIIECTBOBaHHUE JJOUEpH, 1a0bl yOepeub OT KecTo-
KO y4yacTu. Bugumo Tomy, KOMy cMepTh TpepedeHa ere J0 pOokKICHUsI, He CYkKICHO KHUTb. ..

7 riaBa
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He rnsins Ha yenoBeka, KOTOPBI Tyro npuBs3biBal pyku KaTpuH K Kpioky, Topyaiiemy u3
3eMJId, JEBYIIKA YCTPEMMIIA B30p B HEOO, UTO 3aBOJIOKJIU TSKEJNbIE, cepble Tyul. Mopo3, HaloIHUB-
NI OCEHHUH BO3/1yX, He Kacaiics kKoxku Kat. Borpeku xosony, ee Teso mnpuiaio, a gyIia MeTanach OT
crpaxa. Ele He MoHOCTBI0 OCO3HAB BECh YKac MPOUCXOASIIEr0, OHA MOJIMIA O CKOpeHiieM n30aB-
nenud. M Korga mieth ¢ OrTyHIMTeIbHBIM CBUCTOM OIYCTHJIACh €i Ha CIMHY, pa30pBaB KoKy, Kot
B3BbLJIa, I0320bIB 000 BceM Ha cBeTe. [71a3a TyT jke HaroJTHUIIMCh Clie3aMU, HO TIepBasi Karuis, CKaTHB-
I1asics Mo 1ieKe, MpuHaaIexanta gox 0. Hebo paspasunock JIMBHEM, M POXJIaAHbIE CTPYHKU TPOPH-
COBBIBJIM YMCThIE IOPOKKH Ha 3aMlauKaHHOM Jiuiie. BpeMsi cioBHO octaHOBUJIOCK, U KaTpuH Bujena,
Kak KpyIHbIe KallIi 3aBUCalOT B Bo3ayxe. [laxke ronoca coOpaBImxcs moaeit Ha Mur yTuxiu. OqHako
THUILMHY HApyILWI HOBBIM CBUCT IJIETH, COITPOBOKAAEMBII MOJTHUEN, IPOH3UBLIEH MYIIUCTHIE TYYH.

Katpun kazanock, 4YT0 OHa KpPUYMT, pa3pbiBasi TopJio U TpyaHylo KieTky. Ho Her, aeByiika
M3/aJIa JIUIIb KaJIOOHBIM MTUCK, KOTOPBI HUKTO HE YCIIbIIal. Bosb pa3aupana Teno, HAmomHs s Kaxk-
AyI0 KJIETKY aroHWeu, cie3bl OeCCHINs BIIEPEMEIIKY C JA0KIEM KaTHUIIMCh 10 TOOENEBIINM IIeKaMm,
CMBIBasi KPOBb C UCKYCAHHBIX TYO.

[Manay, BUOAMMO OXUAAIOIMIMN OoJiee SMOLUMOHATIBHON PEaKIUH, MPUHSICS HAaHOCUTH YIaphl
yaie M sipocTHee. A ToJjMa, pa3oyapoBaHHAasl 3pEJIMILEM, 3aTHXJIAa CO CKy4aloIluM BUIOM. [JoxIpb,
MPOJOJIKAIOIINI MOJIMBATh ¢ IOTEMHEBIIIEro Heba, r1ie He BUAHEIOCh HU eMHOTO MPOCBETa, BHIMO-
YHJI HACKBO3b BCEX MpUCYTCTBYIOMMX. Ho Oe3 nprka3za rpadpvHU HUKTO HE CMeJT YIHTH C MeCTa Ka3HH.

3axmypuBIIKCh, K9TpH Momia 00 OKOHYaHUU MYK, TIPU3bIBask cMepTh. Bosb, pa3benarorias
KOXY, OblJTa TPOCTO HEBBIHOCUMOM, HO CHJI KpHUaTh Y JIEBYIIIKA COBCEM He OCTasoch. JIumib xomon-
HBIE Kariv, OeCrpepblBHO YCHITMAIOIINE CITUHY, OCTYKAJIU IMbLIAIONINE PaHbI, CTeKas MO Tely Kpac-
HbIMU pyyerikamu. OHa He 3Hajia, CKOJIbKO y/apoB €U yXke YCIIeJId HaHECTH, HO 4yBCTBOBAJIa, UTO
’KU3HB MTOTHXOHBKY MOKHUIAET ocadesiiee Teso. [Jaxke cie3 B Kakoi-TO MUT He CTaJlo, U, 00eCCHIIeB,
AEBYIIIKA pa3kajia UICKyCaHHYIO JI0 Msica Tyoy.

— Yt0 3A€Ch MPOUCXOOUT? — Pa3AaJICs BIACTHBIA MYXKCKOU TOJIOC, U TUIETh, B OYEPEIHON pa3
CBUCTHYBIIIAsI B BO3/IyXe, TaK U HEe KOCHYJIach Tesa KaTpus.

Ona xoTena ObLIO TIOAHSTH TOJIOBY, YTOOBI XOTS OBl B3IJISIOM, MTOOIArOAAPHUTh TIOSBUBIIIETOCS
YeJIoBeKa 3a MepeblIlIKy, HO He CMOIJIa, CO3HAHUE CIIMIIKOM OBICTPO TIOKUJIAJIO €e.

— Muitiesb, MaJbuuK MOM, — MPOKATUJICS XPUIUIBIN rosioc rpaduuu. Crapasi 1ama moMmyanach
K BHYKY, yBsi3as B pasMmskiier 3emie. [llneiid ee yepHOro nsiarbst BOJOUMICS CIIEAOM, OCTaBIIsIsA
103a/11 MIAJIKYI0 IOPOXKKY U3 TPSI3H.

— Yt0 nponcxoauT? — CHOBa MOBTOPWIJI MuIlienb, U ero roioc BAOpUpPOBaJ OT THEBA.

Tonma paccrynuiack, MPOMycKasi MOJIOAOTO Tpada B Tylly COOBITHIA, B3I KOTOPOTO ObLT
HEOTPHIBHO MPUKOBAH K UCTEP3aHHOMY TeJTy JIeByIIKU. V1 yBUEB I'HEB B €ro Ija3ax, najad BBIPOHUI
U3 PYK IUIETh U MTHOBEHHO OCYHYJICS.

[Nourn ynas, aut [lensmac Opocuiack BHYKY B HOTH, HO MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK YCIIeN ee yaepKaTh
3a pykd. ByaJib, MpUKphIBAOIIAS JIUIIO CTAPYXH, BBIMOKJIA ¥ OeC(hOPMEHHOM TPSIIULICH JIUTLIA K KOXKE.
Ho non He#t rpacduHs cKkpbiBajia MOKpacHEBIINE OT OECKOHEUHBIX CJie3 I71a3a U Tope, OTpasuBIIeecs
Ha KOXe ITyOOKMMHM MOpIIMHaMu. Bee 3TH THM OHa He oTxoxmia oT Tena ['aGpuansa, mpokiuHas
ce0s 3a To, 4TO He yoepera. [laxke Korjua MajaburKa 3aKOMali Ha CEMEHHOM KJIaI0uIIIe, PSIOM C ee
ropsi40 JOOUMOM 104YephIo, B YeCTh KOTOPOH OHA M Ha3Basla BHYKa, JaMa He oOpesia MoKosi. A Ternepb
JKEHIIIMHA He 3Hajla, KaK COOOIIUTh O Tpareluy eJUHCTBEHHOMY POIHOMY YeJIOBEKY, OCTABIIEMYCS
y Hee Ha 3eMJIe.

— 3a 4To BBl UCTSA3a€TE JIEBYIIKY?— CIIPOCKJ MOJIOION rpad, OTKUHYB YEpHYIO Byasib C JIMIA
6a0yIIKH.

— Dra TBapb, — 3alIMIeNa KEeHIIMHA OTpPelIeHHo, — yousa ['abpuasns, Moero Jopororo Mab-
YHKa. ..

— Yro Thl TaKOE TOBOPHUIIIH? — IPOPbIYaI Mulliesib, C:KaB TOIIUE PYKU CTAPYyXU.
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— Ma, nuts Moe, TBoero Oparta OoJIbllle HET, — IPOCTOHAA, MOIIAThIBAsICh, JaMa. — JTa, — OHA
Ka4HyJIa TOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY PacCIIaCTaBIIErocsi Ha KamHe Tena Katpus, — youna ero coOcTBEHHBIMU
pykamu. M oHa OTBETHT 32 3TO KU3HBIO!

— Kak takoe MoxeT ObITh? — HAXMYPUJICS TTApeHb, HE TIOBEPHUB YCIIBIIIIAHHOMY.

— Kunskan! OHa BOH3MIIa KMHXKAJ B cep/lie OeTHOro MaJIbuMKa, — MOCJeAHUE Karuld caMoo0-
JaJjaHus IOKUHYIU TrpaduHIo, ¥ Terepb DauT [enbmac He cMoriia yaep:karbesi Ha Horax. Hukorna
Mpesk/ie OHa Obl He TIO3BOIMIIA ceOe MPOSIBIIATH CIab0CTh TIepe/l ITOM YePHBI0, HO Terepb rope Ciio-
MUJIO TOPAOCTh JKEHIIUHBL.

— Kak ato mpousornuio?

— He cnipammBaii MmeHst 00 3TOM, yMOJISIO. . .

— DiidyT, yBeau rpaduHio! — ckoMaH10Ban Muilenb, U, HECMOTPSI Ha CTPAIIHYIO BECTh, €r0
rOJIOC OCTABAJICS XOJIOMHBIM M TBEPABIM. — A BbI BCe OBICTPO O IoMam !

DIOYT MpakTUYECKU Ha ceOe MOoTaluiI CTapylo AaMy B 3aMOK, M TOJIA TOCTYIITHO PacTBOPH-
nack. JIuIe OMUH Najiay CTOsUT, He pelasich TBUHYTHCS C MECTa, He 3Hasl, UTO JIeNaTh C AEBKOM.

MensieHHbIMH TaraMu Muiienb JBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY BMHOBHUIBL. Ero rmasza Opoaunu mo
XPYIKOMY, U3YBEUEHHOMY Tey AEBYIIKH. I MO3r OTKa3bIBAJICSl BEPUTD, UTO 3TO clladoe CYIIECTBO
MOTJIO HABPEIUTh TAKOMY KPEIKOMY MapHIO, Kak ero opar. Joxap 0e3:KalocTHO XJiecTal 1o riy6o-
KMM paHaM, MCTIOJIOCOBABIIMM €€ CIHMHY, U KPOBb IMOJIOTHOM YycTHiIasa Koxy. ['pad He 3Ham, xuBa
JIM e1le AeBYOHKA, He BUJIEN JIMIIA 32 pacTpenaBIIMMUCS JIMITKUMU Boslocamu. Ho rnaBHOe — coBceM
HE MOHUMAJI, Yero OOJIbIIe KakAeT, — JOOUTh ee WM O0CBOOOIUTh. Ero pa3sym eiie He MOTHOCTBIO
MIPUHSLT TPareAuio, U 10 KOHIa Muiiieni He BeprJl B poucxofsiiee. U, mpeskie yeM npuroBaprBaTh
JEBKY K CMEPTH, OH 00sI3aH y3HATh BCIO MTPaBJY.

— Y6epu ee otciona, — Besen rpad MyKHKY, C OMAaCKOH MOTJISIBIBAOIIEMY Ha XO3MHA.

— Kyna, moii rocrioquH? — MpOMSIMITIIT TOT, OCBOOOKAast pyku KaTpuH.

— Kyna yronno. Ee cynp0y s perry nossxe, eciii, KOHeUHO, OHa cCaMa paHbIIie He UCITYCTUT AyX, —
oTpe3ai MuIesb 1 yCIIbIall, Kak cy’kKaHKa 3aCTOHala, KOrja ee Teslo HeOpeKHO MOTHSIIH.

[No3aHO HOUBIO MOJIONOH Tpad, MOMIATHIBASICH, CITYCTUIICS B TIOfBaJL. Jlamria B ero pykax, Muras,
pacKaumBaiach, OTOpachiBasi KpUBbIe TEHU Ha KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI. Be3yCIenHO OH MbITAJICS 3aTTyIINUTh
rope BUHOM, HO OHO HHUCKOJIBKO He 00JIeryasio MyKy, a JIMIIb pa3kurajio 3J10cTb. Muriens He cMor
y3HaTh OT 0a0yIIKK O ipousoIne/meM. Ta HeBHATHO TBepaWIIa, 4To OOHapyxkuia ['abpuasns ¢ HOKOM
B IPyAH, a psjioM OblTa 3Ta IpsiHb. [Ipuciyra Toxe yHOpHO OTMaT4MBaIach, FOBOPSI, YTO HUYETO He
3”aeT. Torga rpad pemms y3Hath Bce OT caMOM BUHOBHMIIBI. OH YIOPHO MBITAJICS CIEPkKaTh THEB,
OyI1IeBaBILINI BHYTPH, O0SICh IPUIYIIUTD JIEBUOHKY, MPEXK/IE YEM Ta PACCKAKET O CITyUUBIIEMCSI.

TonkHYyB IBEpb, KOTOpasl OKa3ajiach Ha yAMBJIEHHE He3arnepToi, Mullienas BoIIesl B TEMHUILY,
r71e JepKaiu CIy’KaHKy. B TeMHOTe OH He cpa3y pasmisiaen CUIIyST JEBYIIKH, a 3aMETUN ee, JIUIIb
KOTJ1a MpOoIIIeT HEeMHOTO BIiTyOb. OHa Jiexkana Ha KaMeHHOM TOJTy, TPUKPBITas TOCEPEBINEH TPSITIKOM,
MPOMUTABIIEHCS B 00JIACTU CITUHBI KPOBBIO.

[Nonavany rpag pemmi, 4To JeBHIA yXKe MEPTBA, HO, KOIJIAa CBET yIajl Ha ee TPS3HOe JIUIIO,
YJIOBUJI, KaK JAPOTHYJIU MOTPECKABIINECS TYOBI.

Ha mur Katpun nokaszasioch, 4To OHa ymepia, U 00Jib, U3MYUHBIIAs TEJO, Jajla BPEMEHHYIO
nepenpIKy. Jlaxe TOT CBET, KOTOPBIH AEBYIIKA YBHEA BO ThME, 3aCTaBUII €€ MOAyMaTh O TOM, UTO,
JOJDKHO OBITh, OHA yke TpuOsrkaercs K pawo. Ho Tsoxensie maru BeiepHymd Kot u3 3a0Benus, u
OHA CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBAJA XYTKYIO arOHHIO.

— INopHumaiics, — pa3aasncs OTKyJa-TO CBepXy MYXCKOH rojoc. M Tenepp sIpKMii CBET Havas
JOCaXaTh.

KaTprH nomnsiTanach pasienuTh OTsDKENEBIINE BEKH, HO Te CJIOBHO CIMIUIUCH U HE TOfaBa-
muck. Toraa neByiika nornpodoBaja MOMEeBeIUThCS U UCTIBITANA OTYasiHAEe, He TIOYyBCTBOBAB COO-
CTBEHHOT'O TeJa.
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Muiens eme cuiibHee B30eCHIIO TO, UTO JeBYOHKA HHMKaK He pearupyer. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3
BeJIeJT el OHSTHLCS, HO OHA He CIIbIIIaia UK Jeflajia By, YTO He CIBIIUT. HakioHuBIIMCh, rpad
pelmI HOTHSATH €€ caM, U, TPyOo MOTSHYB 3a TPATKY, YCIBIIIAI KaT0OHbIH BCKpUK. TKaHb, MPUIAII-
1m1ast K U3PaHeHHOW KOXKe, HATSHYJIACh Y OroJIijla OKPOBABJICHHYIO CIIMHY, IPUYUHSIS AEBYIIKH KYT-
KyI0 0OJb.

8 raBa

Mopinack OT oTBparieHusi, Muienb cXBaTWI JEBYIIKY 32 TPSA3HYIO U JIMIIKYIO PYKY, pe3KO
nopHnMas ee. OKa3aBIIMCh HA OJJHOM YpPOBHE C HMM, CIIy’KaHKa OOBHCIIA, KaK TPANUYHAS KYyKJa,
THXOHBKO 3aCTOHAB.

I'maza KaTpuH nbITayInch NMPUBBIKHYTH K CBETY, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETh CBOETO HOBOTO MYYHUTEJIS.
«Yro xke 3a Hemoay Takue?! Heyxenn He HacaJuuTiCh MBITKON U My4YeHHeM, HeYKeJI UM He XBaTUJIO
Moe# 00K ¥ KPOBH, YTO U YMEPETh CIIOKOWHO He JIAI0T?» — MogyMaiia OeHas IeByIIKa.

I'pac Bupen, Kak KpacHble I71a3a TUICHHUIIBI OMYXJAIOT 10 CTeHaM, MUMOJIETHO 3a/ieBasi ero
muio. OH TMOHSUI, YTO OHA TOYTH HUYEro He BUIWT, HO SIpOCTh pazbenaa AyIly, U MapeHb rpyoo
TPSAXHYJ ee, YTOOBbI Ta MpuIia B ces1. KaT efne cIbIHO 3acTOHaNA, TBITAsCh BHIIPSIMUTLCS U BIVISI-
IbIBAsICh EMY B IJ1a3a.

XoJo MPOH3UTENBHBIX CUHMX TJIa3 TYT ke 3amMopo3ui aynry Karpun. Jlydine 6 oHa ux He
BUjIeNa, JTydlie 6 He cMoTpesia B HuX. HeHaBUCTh, CKBO3UBINAS B TPO3HOM B3IJIsIIE, BHI3BAJIA HOBYIO
OypIo cTpaxa M CTpaHHOe MpeauyBCcTBUe. JKyTKOoe mpeiyyBCTBHE TOBOPHIIO O TOM, UTO €€ CTpaJaHusl
BOBCE HE 3aKOHUMJIMCh U camoe xypuiee eie Brepeau. Bookuina! Ho ns dero? Iouemy Bor paxke
Terepb He CMWJIOCTUBUTCS Haj Hell? Buaumo, NefCTBUTENbHO HACTOMBKO BUHOBATA M TaK CHIIBHO
MIPOTHEBAJIA €r0, YTO BCEeBBINTHUI MOCYUTAI ee PUIACTHOM K cMepTu ['adpuans. U npaswisHO! [la
KTO OHA TaKasi, 4To MocMeJIa BoctpensatcTBoBath rpady? Kazanock Obl, 1o/kHA ObUIa MOJTYA TEPIETh
Y TIOMYMHSATHCS CyabOe, MO3BOMB HAAPYTaThCs HaJ cOOO0M. .. Toraa Obl y’K TOUHO HIUETO He TPOr30-
nuio. U na, neBymika noxanena. OHa ckopOesia 0 poU30IIe/IeM Mocye MepexuToro yxaca. Benap
60J1b, pazauparoIas Tejo, 3acTaBjseT YyBCTBOBATh BUHY /1K€ HEBUHOBHOTO.

— OrtBeuait! — 3apeiua Muiesns, BkaB ee B creHy. Ha yto? OHa u Bonpoca-To He ciibliiaa’?
[Mbutatomas cnuHa, COMPUKOCHYBIINCH C JIEASHBIM, BIQKHBIM KAMHEM, My4YUTEIbHO 3aHbuia. [1pu-
KpbUIa 1J1a3a, MBITasCh CBBIKHYTHCS C HOBOY BCITBIIIKOW Oosi. W 611aro, 4to MyumuTeslb KPerko aep-
XKaJl ee 3a TUIeu, MHaye Obl OHA CHOBA PyXHYJIa HA TOJI.

— Kak takoe HMYTOXeCTBO MOIJIO yOUTh Moero Opata? — ero roynoc OymeBan raeBom. OnHa
YyBCTBOBaJIa 3TO (PU3NYECKH, KaK 1 00Jb. C TPyAOM pasiiernuia Tskesble BEKH U CHOBA MOCMOTpera
B CHHUE 171232, OIIYINasi, KaK 3aMep3aeT. .. 3aMep3aeT OT STOW HEHABUCTH U OTBPAILCHUSI.

— He youBasna, — mpomsimiinia OHa CKBO3b CJIE3bl, OT KOTOPBIX IIUIAJIO I71a3a.

— Bpemb, TBapb! — He MOBEpWII, M TPSIXHYJI €€ C TaKOW CUJION, YTO AEBYLIKA LIMSKHYJACh O
CTEHy.

K>T B3BBUIA, MOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK OCTPblE KAMHHU BITUBAIOTCS B PaHBbI, 3CTABJISAS UX €1Ie CHITbHEe
KPOBOTOUHTb.

OTtyasiHbe ¥ ropeus BIIEPEMEIKY CO 3/I0CThI0 3axBaTuiiu pazyM Katpun. HecripaBennuo! Ona
He Oyzner momyath! [la u 4TO eil Tenephb TepATh, KOrAA KU3Hb HA BOJIOCKE, KOTOPBI BOT-BOT 000-
pBeTcs.

— JloGeiite yxe, HAKOHeIl! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHa, BHIIIPSMUBIINCE. — JloOeliTe, Wi BaM JIOCTaB-
JISIeT YIOBOJILCTBUE MEHSI MyUHUTh?

Muiiiesb OTIIATHYJICS, CKOPUMB OpE3rIMBYIO TpuMacy. [leByika Buaesna, 4to Jaxe HaXOAUThCS
eMy psIIOM C Hell omep3uTesibHO. KoHeuHo, oH — apb 1 6or! A kTo oHa? HU4ToXecTBO, MPUroBOpeH-
HOe K cMepTH. be3 BO3MOKHOCTH 3alUTUTHLCS, O3 BOBMOXHOCTH CKa3arh ciioBa. He nmeer npasa,
noTomy uTo HUKTO. Her, ckopee HUUTO!

— J100bI0, KaK TOJIBKO MPHU3HALIIIBCS, 32 UTO YOousa Opata? — OTpe3a XO3sIMH, CXBATHB JPOXKa-
IIyI0 JEBYIIKY 3a IIEl0, ¥ OTBpAleHHe TYT Xke MoOOPOJIO THEB.
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— 4 yxe ckazana, yTo He youBana. Ho Takoil OTBET BpsiA JIM Bac YCTPOUT, — €€ TOJI0C ObLT
THXHM, HO 3BydaJl yxke Oosiee yBepeHHO. KaTprH 4yBCcTBOBaIa, KaK €ro CUIIbHBIE MaJIbIIbl BCE CHITbHEE
CKMMAIOT IIIe10, HO TIOKA 3TO He MPUYMHSIO JucKoMdopTta. [la u Kakoi MoXeT ObITh AUCKOMQOPT,
KOTJIa BCE TeJIO MbUIaeT, Oy/ITo OPOITIeHO Ha pacKaJIeHHbIE YIJIH.

— A TBI, 1 CMOTPIO, CIIUIIIKOM Jiep3Kasi isi cMepTHUIIbL. He Gourtbest ymupars? OTIMYHO!

[Mabier Mutirenst ¢ orpoMHON CHUJION BIIETTWIINCH B ee Koxky. [TouyBcTBOBaB, Kak OelleHo TojT
HUMM IyJIbCUPYET KUJIKA, OH MPOJOJIKII:

— W 60nm He Goutirbest?

— XM, — cMorJIa Jidiib yeMexHyThest KaT, mpeonoseBast cnasmsl B ropiie. — bonb? Bpsin nu
MOXkeT ObITh OONbHEe !

— Ommbaenibest, — ero JIMIO MPUOIU3UIOCH BITIOTHYIO, OOKHUTast HO3/IPH ICBYIIKH €KUM 3aria-
XOM CIIUPTHOTO. — 3Haelllb, YTO Takoe yeTBepToBaHue? Korja MeyieHHO OTphIBAIOT YaCTH Teja OfIHY
3a JIpyroy, ofiHy 3a Jpyrou. Takyio IBITKY HE BbIIEPKUBAIOT AaXe camble CHibHbIe comnarsl. [Ipen-
CTaBJIsIelIb, KAK OHU OPYT, KOrJa UM IOf] HOI'TH 3aCaXMBAIOT packaseHHble uribl? TloBeps, mierh
MOKaxeTcs Tebe IIBETOUKAMHU.

— ¥V-y-y, — KaTpuH orpuiiatesis-HO MOTHYJIA FOJIOBOM, YyBCTBYSI, KaK yKac CKOBBIBAET Ceplie. —
BpI Tako# e caaucT, Kak ¥ Baill Opat!— BHIIUIECHY/IA €My B JIMIIO B OTYasTHbE.

— Yto THI cKazana? — Muiienb 3apbluai, Kak JUKUAN 3BE€pb, U CUIIBHO YIapuil €€ TOJIOBOM O
CTEHY.

— IlpaBay... ToNbKO MpaBay, — BCXJIUIMbIBas, mpoctoHata Kar.

— Kakyio eme npaBay? 3a Takue cioBa si COOCTBEHHOPYYHO BBIPEXKY TBOM JDKUBBIN SI3bIK. OH
CHOBA TpsIXaHyJI ee, ¥ TKaHb, KOTOpasi TPUKPhIBaia 0OHAKEHHOE TeJI0, CKOJIb3HYJIA K HOraMm, IeTUIsisiCh
3a paHsl.

I'maza rpacda nmoteMHeNnu U Tereph Tak HAMOMUHAIM ['aOpuans B TOT pOKOBOM JeHb. SpocTh
0e3 Karum cOuyBCTBUsI OylieBaa BO B3IVIsIIE, BBITUIECKUBASICh 32 €0 MPE/IeITbl.

— W1 4ro xe B Tebe TaKOro IMEeHHOro, YTO ThI MOCYMTATA 9TO HEJOCTOMHBIM Moero opara? —
OTCTYIWJI, TPOJOJIKAs YAEPKUBATh AEBYIIIKY Ha PACCTOSIHUM BBITSIHYTOW PYKH.

Barsaa Muiens ckosib3HyI 0 Telly JIeBYIIKH, MEpLAOILEMY B pblkeM cBeTe jamnbl. [lonHasg,
BBICOKAs I'Py/ib, IEpeNayKaHHasi IPSI3bI0 U KPOBBIO, IIJIOCKUH, CJIETKA MOAPAruBAIOIIMII )KUBOT, B3/bl-
Marorecs: pedpa, BhICTYIAIONIHME W3-TI0/] KOXKHU, a Ha HUX JUIMHHBIN, eIlle He 3aTsHYBIIMICS pyoerl.

«Huuero ocoGeHHOro,— BBIHEC MApeHb CBOM BEpOUKT. Jla, MOXET, M XOpoIlla, HO HUYEM He
OTJIMYAETCs OT APYrux. Tak 3a uTo ke OpaT MOTUIATUIICS KUSHBIO 7>

— I'oBopu! — moTpedoBas OH rpo3HO, BUAMMO, MOTEPSIB TeprieHne. — B mocneanuit pas crpa-
IIMBAIo, 32 YTO Thl yousa ['abpuans?

— 41 He youBana! — pemmTenbHO MPOKpUYAIa B JIUIO MYUYHUTENTI0. — DTO HECUACTHBIN CITyvai,
caMo3aIiuTa, Ho He yOUICTBO!

— Bpem!

— Ecnu He Bepute, 3aueM Toraa crpammsaere? MHoro orBera He Oyaer! — pa3masaB Clie3bl
aposkatien pykou, Katpun ccytynmiace, NbITasich CKPbITh HArOTY.

— [Totomy 4TO XO4y 3HATh BCE B MOIPOOHOCTSIX, YTOOBI, KOT/Ia HAUHY CBOPAYMBATh TBOIO TPSI3-
HYIO 11110, TIPE/ICTaBISATh, KaK Thl yOMBasa ero. — pyka Mullesst IEeMOHCTPaTUBHO CIaBUJIa € TOpIIo.

— BbI Tako# ke MOHCTp, Kak ¥ OH. XOTuTe mpa/pl? XopoIllno, HO He YBepeHa, YTO OHA Bam
MIOHPABUTCS, — B3/IEpHYJIa TOJIOBY JEBYIIKA U C BHI3OBOM IOCMOTpeNa eMy B miaza. Katpun Obiia
YBEpEHa, YTO OH M TaK 3HAET MPaB.y, HO MyCTb, €CJIU XOUET, YCIIBIIINUT U OT HEe.

— Bam 6par 6e3ymernt! OH Ha MPOTSHKEHUH JOJTHX JIET UCTSI3aJ OSTHBIX IeBYIIeK. TeX, KOTOphIX
Bama 0a0ka MOKymnajga JUis Hero, — 3Tu cjoBa K3t mpousHocuia ¢ mpe3peHueM, ¥ B TOT MOMEHT
Triepes ee I1a3aMu CTosiIo uckaeueHHoe o Kieiim. — [la, 1a rpaduHs nooupsiia ero JbsIBoJIbCKUNA
MIOPOK, 3aCTaBJIss PUCITYTY MOJIYaTh. B TOT A€Hs M MEH$ OJOCIIaIN K HEMY, COCJIABILIMCh Ha TO, UTO
HY)KHO CPOUYHO yOpaThCs B MOKOsIX ero cBemiocTd. Ho 51 Tam oOHapyxwuina. .. [abpuansa. OH cuoit
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3aTalyiI MeHs B MOCTENb, a KOrJa s IocMesia CONPOTUBIATRCS, JocTall HOX. Hukorma He 3a0ymy
ero mia3. OHU CIOBHO ObLIM HEUeJIOBEUeCKHe, 3pauky TaKhe OrpOMHbIE, YTO BBEprajil B yxac. 7
nieperyragach JO CMEPTH M XOTella BHICBOOOIUTHLCS U3 ero Jjan. Ho Korna oH MoJjocHyI JIe3BUeM 110
MoOeMy Telly, — JeBYIIKa TPACYIIEHCs PyKOi KOCHY/Iach TIope3a Mo rpy/blo, — 51 ¥ BOBCe 0Oe3ymera.
W30 Bcex cuit mombITanack CKMHYTh €0, M, KOrJa MHE 9TO YAAJIOCh, peluia yoearb, HO 3aMeTHIIa,
yto ['aOpua7b JIeKUT Ha MOy, He IIeBessch. [lafgas ¢ KpoBaTH, OH HAOPOJICs Ha KMHKaJ, KOTOPBIH
ObLT B ero pykax. f He yousana ero! KisiHych, 3TO HecuacTHBIN ciy4aid. Buaut 6or, s He xemana
eMy CMepTH. ..

BocnomuHaHu st HACTONBKO 3aXJIECTHYJIH JEBYIIIKY, UTO, PACCKa3bIBasi, OHA 3a/IbIXAJIACH, A CJIE3bI
rpajoM KaTWIKCh IO TepenayKaHHbIM IeKaM. MHUIesb BBICTYIIAN ee, He MIeTOXHYBIIKCH; JIUIIO
MapHs He BhIPaKaJlo HUKaKUX aMounil. Ho B ma3ax mpomosmkaiiu OymieBaThb Bee Te e XONOA ¥ Helo-
Bepre. KoneuHo, on He noBepu eii! U pa3se mMoriio ObITh MHAYE?

— I'HycHast JI0Xb, 32 KOTOPYIO ThI MOIJIATHIIBLCS KU3HBIO! — BRIKPUKHYJT Ipad JeASHBIM roJio-
COM, OT KOTOPOTro 110 Koxke K31 nobexanu mypariku.

— 4 3Hana, 9YT0 MOE MpPU3HAHUE OKAXETCs OECCMBICIEHHBIM, — BCXJIMIHYJIA JEBYIIKa oOpe-
YyeHHO. — TakuM, Kak s, HUKTo He Beput! Ho ectb u apyrue nesymku! [ToroBopute ¢ HUMHU, OCMOT-
puTe ux U3ypoaoBaHHble Tea! U s morisiKy Toraa, 4To Bhl CKakeTe!

9 rnasa

Muiesnb pa3ka Hajblibl, U, YCIbIIIAB, KaK OHU 3axXpycTeniu, K9TpuH pyxHyJa Ha MoJ, CHIIBHO
YIApUBIIUCH TOJIOBOW. B riazax pasnBousach jamma, CTOSIBIIAS HEMOAAJIEKy, M CBET OT Hee pe3KO
3amurait 1o TemHutle. Eie He 10 KoHIIA pusi B ce0s1, TUICHHUIIA YIOBIIA, KaK C TPOXOTOM 3aTBOPH-
JIach TsoKesast ABepb. Yiuen. [leByiika BeIIOXHYA ¢ oonerdyenueM. OHAKO pagoBaThest ObLIO 0000
HeueMy, BpsiJl JIU TepebliKa OyaeT qonroi. A npusHanue KT siBHO ellie myiie pa3srHeBaeT Crapylo
rpadunio. [Io ee cMepTH HaBepHsKa OCTAJIMCh CUMTaHHBbIE Yachl. OHAa YyBCTBOBAJA, UYTO KOHEI] HE
Oyner jerkum. U, HecMOTps Ha JKyTKyI0 O0JIb, Tep3aBIIyIo Tesio, KT omryTria crpacTHOe KelaHue
®uTh. Het, maxe He kuUThb, a 00pecTu OKOM, Oymyuu cBoOoqHON. OHa 10 OTYASTHUS 3aX0Tella CHOBA
YBUJIETD 3Be3/1HOE He0O, O3 COMHEeHHsI, Ha yulle HOub. [IpHKpBIB I71a3a, CIOBHO HAasIBY, OIIYTHIA,
KakK JIeTKHMe HaIOIHSIOTCS MPOXJIAJAHBIM, CBEKMM BO31yXxoM. U xamoOHO 3acToHana, oOpeueHHas Ha
rubenb B 3aTxJoM rnoasajie. Ho mouemy? Beab MOKHO mombITaThes... [a M 4TO Teriepb MOXET ee
yCTpAIluUTh?..

JleByIIka JOTSHYIACh IpOsKaIel pyKOH A0 TKAHU U, PUTIOIHSBIINCH HA KOJICHH, YKYTaJlach B
Hee. EnuHcTBeHHAs Hajexka Oblia Ha TO, YTO, BOBMOXKHO, B CIielke rpad He 3anep asepb. ['ocriony,
KaK ke OHa Hajiesi1ach Ha 4yno! [loHeMHoOry BeTana, onupasich 0 CKOJB3KYIO CTEHY, TTOPOCIIYIO Iiece-
HBIO. 3aTeM BBIIPSIMHUIIACH, OCTPO UYBCTBYSI, KaK KOa Ha CIIMHE HATATMBAETCSI, PACKPbIBasl INTyOOKHUE
panbl. Ho, oxBaueHHasi cymacine e HaaexJ0i JeByIKa He MOYyBCTBOBAJIA CTOMb CUIILHOM OOJH.

Omna no6panach 10 ABEpPU U TUXOHBKO TOJKHYJA ee. Ta co CBUCTAIIMM CKPUIIOM Havasa Me[-
JIEHHO OTKpbiBaThcsl. Cepilie B MPeABKYILIEHUH JIONTOK/IAaHHOW CBOOOMIBI 10 OOM yAapuio 1o peod-
pam. U, yaumas xyTkuil o3H0O, KaTpuH moruienach K Bbixoqy. OHa He 3Haja HaBEpHsKa, Kak
BBIOPATHCS M3 KYTKOTO MOJBAJIA, JIUIIL CMYTHO TIOMHIJIA ITyTh, KOTOpHIM Kiteiim ee ciona Bena. Omnu-
pasich O CTeHy, JeBYIIKa ABUTAIach MPsSIMO, HA/IESCh, YTO KOI/Ia-HAOY/Ib 9Ta TEMHOTA 3aKOHUUTCs. U
Kaxetcs, ['ocrozs Bce ke cxkanuicsa Haja Hell. B koHile 6eckoHeuHoro kKopuaopa Katpun yBuaena
CBET JIyHbI, HICXOJSIIHIA U3 OKHA Y TIOTOJKA, ¥ HETIOAJIEKY — IBEPb. Y CKOPUBIIKUCH, EBYIIIKa OPOCH-
JIach K BBIXOIY, TIOJIarasi, YTO OH HEMPEMEHHO BhIBE/IET ee Ha y/uily. M cHOBa y/iayda: HOTHSIBIIUCH 10
oOmaprnaHHou JiecTHULlEe, KT BbIlIIa BO JBOP, T/ie HE TaK JaBHO MOABEPrajiach MyUUTEIbHBIM HCTSI-
3anusaM. [Tomymecsiin spko ocBemias yiuily, KOTopasi, CJIOBHO B CKa3Ke, ObljTa IOKPhITa CBEPKAIOIIM
uHeeM. OceHb BOBCIO pacIlyCTHJIa CBOM KPbLTbsI, ¥ 3eMJIIO OKYTAaJIX TIEPBbIE 3aMOPO3KH.

OcMmoTpeBHIKCh TIO cTOpoHaM, K9TpuH BbIOpasa 1myTh, O KOTOPOMY CMOKET cOexaTb He3ame-
YeHHOW. BHIXOMUTH Yepe3 IJ1aBHBIe BOpOTa ObUIO Obl Oe3ymMueM, 1a U HaBepHsKa OHU 3arepThl. Ho
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OHa 3HaJla U3 CBOMX PEJKHX MPOIYJIOK, YTO 32 KOHIONIHEW 3arOH YXOAUT JIAJIeKO B TOJIe, a 32 HUM
Jiec, ¥, BOBMOXKHO, TaM ceiyac HeT CTOpOXa.

Bunumo, Houb ObLTa IyOOKOM, MOTOMY 4TO, MPOOMPasiCh K KOHIOMIHE, KT He BcTperuna HU
eqrHON XKuBOM My, OOX0As 3aroH ¢ xepedliam, JIeByIIKa menTaia npo ceos: «Tonbko Obl He
3apKaJiv, TOJIBKO Obl He 3apXkayn». W 61aropoHsie ;KMBOTHBIE, CJIOBHO TIOUYBCTBOBAB CTPax U OTYa-
SIHbE JIEBYIIIKH, TIPOBOJIMIIH €€ JIUIIb TUXUM (pbIpKaHbeM. BbiioxHyB, K9TpUH 13 MOCIEeIHUX CUIT pBa-
HyJIa K IDyrOMY Kpalo 3aroHa, pujiepX1Basi pyKaMu TKaHb, Pa3BeBaIOIIyIOCs HA BETPY.

Cepniie OerieHO KOJOTHIOCH B TPY/M, ellle HeMHOro U... cBodoma! Ilycte HeHanonro, mycrhb
Aaxe Ha MUT, HO OHa YMPET CBOOOIHOM.

JIunkue BOJIOCHI JILHYIH K JIMITY, 3aCTHJIast Tia3a, Ho K9TpuH He oOpaiiiaia Ha HUX BHUMAaHUS,
BUJIs B JIYHHOM CBETE OUEPTaHHMsI Jieca, B KOTOPOM JKeJlasia YKpbIThes. Ellle HeMHOTO, elrie 4yTb-4yTb,
Y OHa CKpOETCs B BEUHO3eJIeHO# ryie. Ho ueM MeHbllie CTAaHOBIJIOCh PACCTOSIHUE, TEM ObICTPEe CHJIbI
MOKHUJIAJTK JIeBYIIKY. ['0710/1 ¥ oTepst KpOBH JaBayiv O ceOe 3HaTh, e/asi HOTU TIOYTU YTO BATHBIMH.
Eii cTonio orpoMHOro Tpy/a repeses3th Yepe3 BhICOKOE JIPEBSIHHOE OrpakIeHHe, a Ha TOH CTOPOHE
OHAa Y BOBCE PyXHYJIa Ha TIPOMEP3IIYIO 3EMIIIO.

Hemuoro otgpimasmmics, Katpun nopHsnace. Kazanock, 4To 10 j€eca MOXKHO JIOTSIHYTbCS
pykoii. Ha Ger He ocTanoch cuil, M JieByIIKa IJIeNach, C TPYIOM NepeOupasi Horamu. BeiMoTaHHas,
OHa He cpa3y 3aMeTHJIa, YTO TEePBble KPUBbIE BETKU KJICHA IIETUISIOTCS 32 €€ BOJIOCH M IMHCTBEHHYIO
onesxty. C KaX/IpIM II1aroM TEMHOTA CTAHOBUJIACh BCE CUJIbHEE, & BEJTMYABBIC COCHBI TYITIEe CMBIKAITUCH
y HeOa. ObeccuieB, KaTpuH onyTria, Kak K Hell mogovpaeTcss HOUHOH XOJIOM, ¥ ITOCTapasiach CHJTh-
Hee YKYTaTbCsl B TOHKYIO TKaHb, KOTOpasi, POIMTABIIMCH KPOBBIO U TIOTOM, BOBCE HE COTpeBaJia.

OHa crynasa, 4yBCTBYS, Kak 1oJ OOCHIMU CTYIHSIMHU Tpelar BeTKU U mminku. Ho cuitsl Bce
yObIBaIIM M yObIBasIM. HakoHell, Korjia HOrM COBCEM OTKA3aJIMCh MOAYMHSATHCS, JEBYIIKA PYXHYJIA HA
MATKyIo TouBy. OHa MOJHsUIA YCTaJbId B30p K HeOecaM yibloasich JyHe, MPOOUBAIOIIECs CKBO3b
ryctoie BeTkH. «Hy uTo % mpormaii, 3010Tas», — MbICJICHHO IIPOU3HECIIa OHA, HUCKOJIBKO He CoXxalles,
YTO MMEHHO 3JIeCh ¢ HACTUTHET KOHell. Jlaxe eciiv eil M He TPO3UT yMepeTh OT OSCCHIMs, TO YK
TOYHO CTyXa JOBEpHIUT Hauatoe. Huuero crpaliHoro, Bpsi/ v OHA MOYYBCTBYET 00JIb. A pa3yM TeM
BpeMeHeM Bce OoJsiee MyTHEJ M YHOCHJI CO3HaHWE B JJayib. B mocneqHuii pas neBylika B3IJIsSIHY/IA Ha
HeO0o 1 0e3MATEeKHO MPUKPBUIA I71a3a. . .

SAUT CTOsIa y KAMUHA, COBEPILIEHHO He YyBCTBYs ero Teruia. OHa 3acTaBiisijia CBOETO MpeiaH-
HOTO CJIYTY CHOBA M CHOBA IMOJIKU/IBIBATH JPOBA, HO, YCTaB OT MUTaHUsI OTHSI TIepe]] INIa3aMHu, OTpyrayia
u nporHana. KoctisiBast pyka 1ambl KOCHYJIaCh MACCUBHOTO OXepeJsibsl Ha Iliee, ¥ KEHIIMHA, TSHKEI0
B3JIOXHYB, PUKpPbLIA I1a3a. Kak ke oHa moOuiia, Korja ee peKpacHasi 104b HajieBajia 3TH pyOuHB,
OHM TaK IIUTH K aJibiM I'y0am ['aGpuasibl. A Teriepb rpaduHsi HOCHIIA MX B IAMSITh O JIOYEPH, IPEKPACHO
3Has, 4TO C ee OJIeIHON KOXel OkKepesbe CMOTPUTCS Yepecdyp ByJbrapHo. CTONBKO JIeT MPOIILIo, a
OHa BCE TaK K€ TOCKYET I10 CBOEH J€BOYKE, Y BPsJ JIM TOCKA MPOUJET, MOKa DAUT KuUBa. A Teneps u
ee MaJIbUKK. .. JIUTs, KOTOPOMY ee J0ub JapoBaJia KM3Hb IIeHOK cBoer. OHa MOKJISLIACH 3allUINATh 1
oOeperarb BHYKOB, HO He cliepkasia cjioBa, JaHHoro ['abpuasnie Ha cMepTHOM ofipe. DTa TBaph, Ipsiz-
Hasl IeBKa, TpauHs CKYKOXHUIIACh, YyBCTBYSI HEIIPEOIOIUMYIO HEHABUCTb, OTHSIA €€ TOPSII0 JII0OU-
MOTO BHYKA.

EnBa crapast Jama ormycTuiiach B MSITKOE KpPeciio, KaK YCIIbIIaja IIyM, JOHOCHUBIIUICS U3-3a
neepu. OHa 3acTaBuiIa ceOsi BCTaTh M B3IJISTHYTh, YTO MPOUCXOOUT. HeoXnaaHHo ee B30py OTKPhLIACh
KapTHHa, IJie ee MPUCIyra TOPOILIUBO yeTpeMuiach BHU3. CXBAaTUB YepHBIN Xajar, rpaduHs noce-
JI0BaJIa 32 HUMH, He TIOHUMasl, TIOYEeMY TaK TO3/IHO HUKTO He CIIUT.

Muiniess TepIieMBO ka1, OOJIOKOTUBIIKCE O cTeHy. OH Besies1 DHOyTy coOparh B XOJIJIe BCEX
ciykaHoK. TOT yauMBWJICSA CTONb MO3HEMY IpUKa3y, HO MPOTHBUTHCSA He mocMmen. Terepb rpad
HaOJI0Ia)1, KaK pacTperiaHHble JeBYIIKYA B OJHUX HOYHYIIKAX CIIEIIAT BBICTPOUTHLCS Mepe]] HUM.

Korga npopenkuii coobmmmi, 4rto Bce B cOope, Muinesb 00Besl MPUCYTCTBYIONIUX TSKETbIM
B3IJISIIOM M OOKOBBIM 3pEHHMEM 3aMETWJI Ha JIECTHUIIE YepHoe NATHO. OH 0OepHYJICs, YBUJICB Me/I-
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JIEHHO CITycKaromtytocsi 6abyiiky. Ha ee cMOpIlieHHOM Jiviie OTpakaiuch TpeBora U HeioymeHue. U
rpac MOHSI, YTO OHAa COOMPAETCsl BMEIIaThCI.

— Hpaxaiiuas rpadpuHs, Ipolly Bac yIaJIUTbCS B CBOM ITOKOU, — TpOM3HeC MHUILeTb rojiocoM,
He TeprsmuM Bo3paxkeHnid. OH Mpesxe He MO3BOJIsI cede rpyOOCTH B OTHOIIEHUH 0aOyIIKd, HO
TeTiepb CUTYallWs BBIIILIA U3-T107 KOHTpouist. [lokunas nama 3amepra, CJIOBHO periasi, YTo ei esath
Jajbliie, HO, BCTPETHB 3701 B3IJIsA/ BHYKA, pa3BepHYJIACh U 3aTpycuia Mpodb, He CKPhIBasl ITyOOKOM
OOUIBI.

— A Tenepb, Bbl 1aMbl, pa3ieBaiTech! — CKOMaH10BaJl OH.

10 rnaBa

JIeByIIKM pacTepsIHHO TeperyIsAbIBAIMCH JIPyr C JPYrOM, HE TOPOISICh BBINOJHSATH MPUKA3
rpacda. axe DUOYT OT yAMBICHUS] OTKPBUT POT, OTOJIMB CBOM HEPOBHBIE, kenThie 3yOhl. [loTepsan
OCTaTKM TepreHusi, Muiesb nofoles Olvke K MPUCITYTe, CI0XKUB PYKH 3a CIIMHOM.

— Boi rutoxo cripimTe? — HeJJOBOJIBHO OPOCHIT MyKUMHa,. — 1 cCKa3as pa3/ieBaTech, He 3aCTaB-
JSTATE MEHS IPUMEHSTh CUTY !

OpHa 3a Ipyroii nepenyraiHble CIyKaHKM HA4aJli CKUIBIBATH C ce0s1 HOYHYIIKH, MBITAsICh IPO-
JKaIMMK pyKaMH MPUK PBITh HAaroTy. Korga oronmiuck Bee, v ofek/1a HeOpeKHO TOKOMIIACh Y UX HOT,
Muiiesnb HanpaBUICS BOJb Psifia CTOSIINX, XMYPO pasIiisiabBas OOHaKEHHbIE Tella.

Koxa nepBbIX HECKOIBKMX JEBYIIEK OblIa YUCTA, M UX ITyXJIbIE TeJla YKpallaiu Wb POAUHKH.
A cnenymommas crosisia, JpoXka OT CTpaxa, ¥ ee BIaJIbIid JKMBOT Pa3prCOBAIIH JUTMHHBIE KPUBBIE IIPAMBI.
3ameTHB, 4TO rpad OCTAaHOBUJICS HATTPOTUB Hee, BHUMATEJILHO pacCMaTpUBasi, OHa ellle CUIIbHEe PH-
’Kaja pyKH K Tpyad, TJIoTasi 0e33ByYHbIE BCXJIUIIBL.

— Otkyaa? — cipocus OH, YKa3aB roJIOBOI Ha yBEUbsl.

— He-e nomHI0, — moTynuB B30p, OTBETHIIA Ta.

Tena cneayomux Tpex CIy’kKaHOK ObUIM TaKke MCIOJIOCOBAHbl pyoLiaMu, HO MUIesb poIes
MHUMO HUX. 1 OCTaHOBUJICS JIMIITh HATIPOTHB €JMHCTBEHHOW, KOTOPAsi TOCMeJa CMOTPETh MY B IJIa3a.
Ee 1oHO€ 11110 00e300pakuBa rpyoOslil Iipam, a TUIeYH, TPy/Ab U )KUBOT, KOTOPbIE OHA BOBCE HE Ipsi-
Tajia, He UMeJIU )KUBOTO MeCTa.

— MoxerT, Tbl MHE CKaKelllb, KTO Harpaui TeOst TaKOW KPacoTom ? — Cipocui rpad, moMpayHeB
OT I'HEeBa.

— Ckaxy, — MpOMOJIBIJIA TUXO CITy’KaHKa. — Bal moKoiHbIi OpaT rnocrapasics. . .

— U ¢ ocranpHpIME? — rosioc MuIesnst oXpuil.

— U c ocranpHbIMH. . .

— Kuteiim, 3aTKHHCBH, — MOMTPOOOBAJ OBUIO BMEMIAThCs DUOYT, HO TOCTIOAMH CMEPUIT ero youii-
CTBEHHBIM B3IJISJIOM, U TOT CXKaJCS.

— INomm Bee BOH! — OGpocuit aeBynikaM Muliiesib, MOCHENTHO HAapaBUBIINCH K JiecTHuile. U
KOTJIa €ro TPO3HBIN CHITY3T CKPBUICS Ha BTOPOM 3Take, CTEHBI 3aMKa COTPSIC sIPOCTHBIN BO3IJIAC:

— Babymka!

Saut [lenbMac B3APOrHYJa, YCIBIIIAB TOJIOC BHYKA, KOTOpbIM Kazajics He3HakoMbiM. OHa
TOJIBKO M ycTiesia 0OepHYTbCS, KOT/Ia IBEPH B €€ TMIOKOH C TPOXOTOM PACK PhLITHCh.

— Tl ceituac ke pacckaxelllb MHe IpaBay! — 3apbiuan Muiliesb, cBepKas I71a3aMu, HaJIMBIIM-
MHUCSI KpOBbIO. — Vit s 3a ceOst He pydaroch!

I'pacpuns xana 3TOr0 Pa3roBopa, OHa MOHsJIA, YTO OH HeM30ekeH, KOorja ycbllasa MpruKas
BHYyKa «Pa3nmetbes!», ampecoBaHHbIN cly)kaHKaMm. KTo-To mpoOonraics, U COMHEHH, KTO UMEHHO,
y Hee He ObU10. [TpokisaTas neBuonka! Majo toro uto 3abpasia ku3Hb [a0puasis, Tak Terneps ere
Y aM$ITh O HEM OMpavmJIa.

—l'oBopu! — morpe6oBan cHoBa Muiliesb, BCTaB HAIIPOTUB CTAPOM JaMbl, KOTOpasi Ha ero hoHe
Ka3aJlach UCCOXILIEHN Kaprow.

— TBoi1 Opar ObL1 00JIeH, — BBIIOXHYJIA KSHIIMHA, CIIPATAB MOAPAruBaoIIie PyKU B CKIagKax
IJ1aThsl. — DTO ThI XOUEIllb YCIIBIIIATh?
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— BosnbHbIe Takoe He BHITBOPAIOT! — B3BbUI Ipad), B3EPOLIMB CBOU BOJIOCHI.

— Dro npokisaTue [abpuanb yHacIea0Bal OT Balllero OTIa, — PyXHYB B KPecyo, IMPOMOJIBUIIA
Suut. — 4 Tak Momuia Bora, 4ToOB OHO OOOILIO BaC CTOPOHOM, HO, BUJMMO, OH HE BHSIJT MOUM
MosiTBaM. {1 Tak crapanack, 4TOOBI ThI 3a0BUT TOT yKac. ..

— Yro THI roBOpHUIIL? — MuIliesns He TOHUMAaJT HEBHATHBIX CJIOB, TPOM3HECEHHBIX OA0YIIIKOM.

— T ObUT KpOIIEUHBIM, KOTAA 51 y3HAJIA CTPAITHYIO TaliHy TBOEro oTIa. S mpoBoxkaia Tedst Ko
CHY, ¥ Mbl YCJIBIIIATM KPUK TBOEW Matepu. OTKpbIBasi ABEPh €€ KOMHATBI, 51 U [IOMBICJIUTh HE MOIVIA,
C KaKMM YXKacoM MHE MpPUAETCS TaM CTOJIKHYThCs. TBOW oTell ¢ 00e3yMEeBIINM JIMIIOM HaBHUC HAJl
MOeH AeBOYKOM, C:KMMast KWHXaJl B pyKax. Ee Tesio Obu1o BCE B MHOTOUKCIIEHHBIX TIOPE3ax, a OCTPOe
JIe3BUe MPUOMIKATIOCh K JKMBOTY, B KOTOPOM HAXOJAMJICSI TBOHM Opat. A Thl, IIYIBIII, MOCIEIOBAT 32
MHOMH ¥ YBUJIEN BECh yXKac Mpoucxosmiero. S Tak 60s1ack, YTo TBOM pa3yM MOBPEIUTCS MOCIIE MPO-
M3OIIEIIEro, HO Jaxke M MOoAyMaTh He MOrJIa, 4to Oena kocHercsi ['abpuans... [Tosxe moub paccka-
3aj1a, 4TO 3TOT HEeJyr My4mJI TBOETO OTLA ¢ ieTcTBa. OH 3Bepest ¥ TOrIa BHITBOPSUT CTPAIIIHBIE BEIIH,
a K paccBeTy IMpOCTO He TIOMHUII O CONIESTHHOM.

OmHa paccka3sbiBajia eMy B cjle3ax, M OH PbIJaJl BMecTe ¢ Hell, BhiMaiiBasi ipoieHus. ['abpuana
MoOUIa Myka ¥ MOJTYa CHOCHJIA BCe U3JeBaTeIbcTBa. A 5 JToOMIa TBoero Opara v He MOIjia OTBep-
HYTbCSI OT HETO M3-3a CTPAITHOTO HeAyra.

— ThI momxHa OblTa paccka3aTh MHe! — BOCKJIMKHYJI MUIIIeb, 10 TTyOUHBI AYIIU MOPA3UBIIUCH
ycabimanHoMy — CKOJBKO JIET ThI TOKPBIBAJIA 9TH UCTSI3aHUS B MOEM Jjome?

— A 4T0 OBl TH cAena, Mutesns? — ycTaso npomMoiBiiIa aama. — [locauran Obl ero mpoKaxeH-
HBIM Y OTOCJIaJI MOAIANIbINE OT Ce0s1 B MOHACTHIPH?

— ¢ ObI HaIIIeTT BHIXOM, BeJJb JOJKHO CYIIIECTBOBATH KaKOe-TO U3JicueHve!

— Her, nymaenis, 51 He uckana, — orMaxHynack rpacduns. — Kornga st BiepBble y3Haja, 4To Mmpo-
KJIAATHE TIEPeluio K MOeMy MaJlburKy, He TIOBepHJIa, CIIMCaB MPOUCIIECTBUE Ha I0HBIN Bo3pacT. Benp
eMy OBUIO TOT/Ia BCETO JIBEHANATh, a 51 TaK 00sIach MPOSIBICHUS CTpaIrHOro Heayra. OH OTHAX/bI
TMIPUIIIEN KO MHE BECh B KPOBH, IIPU3HABIIKCH, YTO YOMII CBOIO JTIOOMMYIO KOIIKY. £l cripocuiia, 3a 4To,
a ['aOpwa7b, ppigasi, OTBETUI, YTO He 3HaeT. Ho mogoGHOro He moBTOPsUIoCh. .. Jlo mecTHaaartH jiet.
A mocie KOHIOX OOBUHMJT MJIBUMKA B TOM, YTO OH UyTb HE 3a/IyIINJ ero 104b. S 3acTaBuiia ux MoJ-
YaTh, 3aIJIATHB HEMATyl0 cymMMy. M KOHEUHO, MPUHSIIACh UCKATh TO, YTO CHIOCOOHO €ro MU3JIeYUTh,
HO CKOJIBKO Bpayell HM OCMaTpHBaJIM BHYKA, CKOJIBKO IeJIMTeNIel HH JaBajii CBOMX CHaIOOMiA, Mpo-
poya CKOpOe BBI3IOPOBJICHUE, HUYETO He TTOMOraio. BpeMeHHO MpUIILIock ero u30aupoBars. OqHako
KOTJa HACTYMAaJM Te TEMHbIE MOMEHTBI, OH KPYIIUJI BCe BOKPYT, HAUMHAsI BpeauTh aaxe cede. [a0-
puaITh OBUT HE BUHOBAT, YTO YHACJIEOBAJ CTOJb CTpAITHOE MPOKJIATHE. [lyMaelb, OH 3TOro Xoten?
PazBe ThI moMHUIIb ero sxectokuM? Wi rpyOosiM? Bemomam! — yTepeB criessl, moTpedoBaia DauT. —
OH Bcerna ObUT BECEJTBIM, KU3HEPAJIOCTHBIM MaJTbUUKOM.

Ha, Muiiens MOMHMI €ro MMEHHO TaKuM: 0e33a00THBIM, IeOyTHBIM MJIAIIIAM OpaToM.
OrtToro u B cioBa 6a0yIIKU OBUIO CJIOKHO TTOBEPUTD.

— Bocemp siet, — ormycTuB royioBy, mpoussec rpadg. — Bocems Jiet Tl ckpbiBasia mpapy. Lleabix
BoceMb JieT! YMy Henoctuxkumo! Tel ipeBpaTuia pogoBoi 3aMOK B PUCTaHUIIIE JbsABOJIA. Thl HOOLI-
psiia ero Oe3ymusi, IPUBO/IS K HEMY HOBBIX JIEBYIIIEK. DTO ThI JOJIKHA OBITh MPOKJISATA 32 COZIESTHHOE.

— He roBopu Tak! — mpokpuuana rpaguHs. — 4 npocto 6osiiack, 4TO OH HaBpeaUT cede. XoTena
criact ero v 3amuTuth! Kto oHu, 311 neBymku? PabeiHu, KOTOpBIE, HE OA0epy s UX, JABHO Obl
CrMHYJIN. A 3J€Ch OHU 110/ Kp]:ll]lefl, B TCIUJIE U CBITHI. Fa6p1/13nb JINIITb MaJiad I1JIaTa 3a UX JKU3Hb.

— Jla Th1 cama Ge3ymHa! Bpara HyXHO OBUIO 3alMIaTh OT TeOs! — mpopbyas Muiiesb e B
muno. — Ecim Obl THI TONBKO pacckasaiia, 51 Hames Obl BbIXOM, ¥ OH ObUT kuB! Ho Her, Tl permia
MOJTYa MOTAKaTh TOPOKY, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI €r0 HCKOPEHUTb.

— I'mynen, — oT4astHHO BBIKPHMKHYJIa cTapyxa. — Tl HIUero He 3Haemb 06 3ToM. W Gnaropapu
Bora 3a T0, uTO MpOKJIATHE HE KOCHYJOCh TeOs. M momu Ero, 4yToObl OHO HE mepesanoch TBOMM
CBIHOBBSAM.
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— Bo1 6051bHBI, paxaiimas rpaguns! U Bamma 60e3Hb MMEHYETCSs CyMAacIIeCTBHEM, — IIPOMOJI-
BWJI, OPE3IJIMBO OTHIATHYBINKCH, MHIIIEINb.

— Mos Gone3Hb — ciiemnasi JoOOBb K IeTAM godepu!

11 rnaBa

Muienb MeTalsicsl IO KOMHaTe, He Haxofsl cebe MecTta. PacriaxHyal OKHO M BITyCTHJI BHYTPb
XOJIOJIHBIA BEeTep, OT KOTOPOTO TYT ke 3aMasiunJIo IiaMs B KamuHe. CiioBa 6aOyIIKy He BBIXOAWIIH Y
HETO 13 TOJIOBBI; OHU KaK 9XO CIIBIIIATNUCHh CHOBA U CHOBA: «biiaromapu bora 3a To, 4To MpOKJIsiTHE He
KOCHYJIOCh TeOs1». Ho TouHo n He KocHysochk? Ceituac qymry MyK4YrHbBl Oepeaui coMHeHus. Bee
YCIBIIIIAHHOE Ka3aJI0Ch OpeioM CyMacIlleIIei CTapyxu, ¥ eclii Obl He M3y POJOBAHHbBIE Tejla CITyXKa-
HOK, MHuI1Iesib HY 32 YTO He MoBepu1 Obl B ripou3oieariee. OaHako (hakTbl TOBOPUIIM CaMH 32 ceOsl.
U tenieps rpad He 3HaJ, Kak eMy MOCTYIUTD C Y)KaCHOHM ceMeiHoM TaiiHor. He 3Hau1, 0601uio im ero
cropoHoit 6e3ymue. Het, oH HMKOrIa He ObLT KeCTOK ¢ keHIMHaMu. Ho Ha BOiiHE B )KECTOKOCTH C
HUM BpsiJT JIU KTO-TMOO MOT CPaBHUTHCSI.

Muiesnb BepBble 33/1yMaJICsi: HACKOJIBKO HOpMaJibHa ero KpoBoxkagHocTh? ['pad cam myHO,
HE MOPIIACh, MBITAJ TUIEHHBIX, M UX OOJIb ¥ KPUKH HE BBI3bIBAJIM Y HETO COBEPIIIEHHO HUKAKUX SMO-
1. OH ObLT Ge3)aocTeH Ha rose 00 1 He maaua Hukoro. Ho To Oblia BOiHA, a B JKU3HU MYK-
YMHA He MPOSBIISIT ONOOHOM KeCTOKOCTH. Tenepb rojioBy Oepe v KyTKHe MBICTH: UTO, €CJIM OH
He yrnopoOwicst OpaTy JMIb TOTOMY, YTO KPOBU €My XBaTajlo Ha 1roje 60s?

CnoBa 6a0yIIky He TaBaJTi MOKOs1. MUIIIesb 371MyICs Ha Hee U B TO XK€ BPeMsI OTYaCTH MOHUMAJ.
Viias B apMuIo, OH B3BaJIWJI HA IJIEYM CTAPO KEHILIMHBI BCE XJIONOTHI [0 YIPaBJIEHUIO 3aMKOM. [la
u BocnutanueM ['abpuasisi 3aHUMAasIach HEMOCPECTBEHHO OHA, B TO BpeMsl Kak MHuIIesib poc camo-
crositesibHO. ['pad He 00s3aH ObLT CITYXKUTh, TAaK KaK yYHACJIEA0OBAJ TUTYI U OTPOMHOE COCTOSIHHE.
K Tomy ke OH mosyums Bce 00s3aTesIbCTBA MO YIPABJISHHUIO CTOIb OTPOMHBIM HACJIEICTBOM U MOT
Hayarh AyMaThb O MPOJIOKEHNH BeJMKO# auHacTuu. Ho eme B msaTHaaath jieT Muiienb moHsiI, YTo
ero npeJbIiaeT ciayxoa. M korma Bce-Taku MPUHST OKOHYATENIbHOE pellieHue, BCe OYEHb YIUBHIHCh.
Balymika mpuHsiIach ero OTroBapyuBaTh, HO OH OCTABAJICS HeMpekJIoHeH. Ha Bocemb JieT ero 3aTsHysa
BOEHHAsI ’KU3Hb, a Tosie 00s1 3aMEHWJIO POAHOW oM. [la ¥ ABOp KOpPOJIsl MPUHUMAT €ro Kak Tepos,
JKEHIIIMHBI CaMH KMJAJMCh K HEMY B MOCTeNb. MaMariii e TOJIKaJIM CBOUX IOHBIX JI0YEK K HEMY IO
HOTHY, MeuTasi BbIATh UX 3a OaropoHoro rpada, B mpuaady Ko Bcemy u odecrieueHHoro. OH Hacna-
KJIAJICS TAKUM PacKJIaioM u Oe3 cTpaxa Opocascs B 00i, He 605Ch TIOIYyYUTh OUepeIHOE paHEHMe.

W3Bectue 0 MUPHOM JOroBOpe HUMAJIO OrOpYMiIo Muilesns, Beb K TOMY BPEMEHU OH YKe
SIBJISIJICS. KalTUTAaHOM KOPOJIEBCKOM apMHU M TMPHOJIMKEHHBIM caMoro Koposis. Torma mMyKduHa He
caeprKajics U BbICKa3al BCe, YTO AyMaeT 00 9TOM abCypAHOM JIOTOBOPE, Ha COBETE.

— C 4ero oHM COITIACKJIMCh Ha 3TO cerdvac? — OH HEIOBOJILHO YIApuWJl JIAJOHBIO TIO KapTe. —
Torna, Korja Mbl OTTECHUJIM MX aPMHIO 32 CBOU I'PAHUIIbI M OTBOEBATN YACTh BPAKECKON TEPPUTOPUH?

Muiesnb 0OBe MayiblieM HEJABHO 3aBOEBAHHBIE 3EMJIH.

— DT0 peleHre KOposisi, U He BaM ero 0OCykAaTh, KanmuTaH! — oTpe3as reHepasl, HaxXMypuB
OpoBu. OH ToXe He ObUT B BOCTOPre OT TAaKOTO PacKjaaa, HO BO3pakaTh €ro CBETJIOCTH He IMOCMET.

— He mue. — cornacuiicst Muiesnb, MpeKpacHO NOHUMAsI IIPUYUHY MUPA, TAK KaK KOPOJIEBCKas
Ka3Ha ObLIa MmycTa, a apMus TpeboBasia Hemasioro ooecrieueHusi. — Ho st 6bu1 TaM 1 3Hal0, YTO Bpa-
JKecKasi apMHusi, Kak HUKOT[a, UCTOIIEHa M UIMEHHO cefiuac oueHb ys3BuMa. Ham He coctaBUT Tpyaa
B CUMTAHHBIE JHU Pa3OUTh ee.

— Kanuran JlaHTOH, 3HaiiTe CBOe MeCTO, M He 3a0bIBaiiTe, YTO M HAllla apMus Ha rpaHu. Jloau
yCTaJI OT 3aTsIHYBIIIEIHCS BOWHBI M XOTST MOKOSI, — BO3PA3WJl COBETHUK KOPOJIsi, TIOMPABUB HaIy[I-
PEHHBIN MapukK. [la 4To 3TOT CHOO MOXKET 3HaTh 00 ApMHHU, KaK, BIIPOUYEM, U O caMoi BoitHe? MOKHO
MOJIyMaTh, YTO COBET KOI/Ia-TO MHTEPECcOBasl MPOCTOit oA, ['onox, uyma, GeCUMHCTBA CBUPETICTBYIOT
3a TpejiesiaMy KOPOJIEBCKOTO JIBOPIIA, U KOMY 0 3TOTO €CTh Aej0?

Bosmymienuto Murtienst ve Obu10 nipeaena. OH NOHSUL, YTO AOKa3bIBaTh COBETY YTO-JIMOO0 Oec-
TIOJIE3HO, U OOPEUYEHHO YIAIWIICS OT BOopa. BepHyscs nuiib, KOraa KOpoib JIMYHO MOCIAN 32 HUM
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TOHIIa ¢ TpeOOBaHMEM HEMEIEHHO SIBUThCS KO 1BOpY. KoHeuHo, ke rpad moHuMail, 4yTo 310 Tpedo-
BaHME He MOJHOCTHIO0 PUHAAIeKUT Ero BenmuecTBy. 3a Te MecsIIbl, YTO He TOSBIISUICS BO ABOPIIE,
OH TIONTYYMJI Ky4y TIFCeM OT IpUHIIECCH ArHec. MHUIIesb 4YacTo BCHOMHMHAI OEIOKYpYIO KpacaBuIlLy,
KOpOTasi Beuepa B MoMecThe [JaHTOH: TaM OH B MOCJIEHEe BPeMsi IPOBOAMIT OOJBIIYI0 YacTh Bpe-
MeHH, B OT 0a0yIKu u Opara.

Ho Teneps Opata Het, 6a0yiika oOe3ymerna OT ropsi, a MbICIM MuTIiieisi HaXOAsTCs B CTpalll-
HOM Oecniopsike. [Touemy-To IMEHHO ceffuac OH BCIOMHIJ JIeHb, KOT/Ia UX, COTUIMBBIX COJJAT, IPH-
BEJIM BIIEPBBIC HA THITKY. Beex pedsAT BRIBEPHYIIO, a OH CMOTpEJ, He MOprasi, 3a YTO U MOJYYHJT CBOIO
MIepBYI0 TOXBATY. A Terepb BCE 9TO Ka3aJloch CTPaHHBIM... He OoT Toro yim oH ObLI Tak HEMpPOHU-
11aeM, YTO KECTOKOCTb Y Hero B KpoBu? BcromuHasi mponutoe, Muiesns He Kazaicsi cebe Oosblie
OeccrpairHbpM, Ha000pOT, Terieph OH BHeN cebs 6e3ymiieM. OH MOT 10 CMEPTH TIBITAaTh IITHOHOB,
3a0pbI3raB CBOE JIMIIO KPOBBIO, U HE WCIIBITHIBAJ HUKAKOM KAJIOCTH, KOIJa Te McImyckaimu ayx. He
OIIYIIAJT TOPEYH, Tepsisi ONM3KUX COPATHUKOB HA ToJsie 00s1, CunTasi, YT0 BOHA MOXET OTHATH BCE.
BriepBeie y3HaM 0071 OT MOTEpH, KOTAA YCIbIman o cMeptu Opara. CHavana rpad aymal, 4To Bce
[IeJI0 B UX POICTBEHHOM CBS3M W MOrMO ero Opar, yBbl, He Ha BoiHe. Ho Tereph OH Haxomwics B
CMSITEHUH, ¥ BCA €T0 KU3Hb Ka3asiach JOXKbi0. Kak OyITO B 9TOT camMblil MOMEHT IITyOOKO B ceOe rpad
MOYYBCTBOBAJI COBCEM JIPYTOT0 YeJIOBEKA: MOHCTPA, KOTOPOTO B3paIMBal Ha MPOTSKEHUH MHOTHX
JIeT, HaOMmoas 3a 4yKou 0onbio. A 4Tto, ecv oH Xyxe ['adbpuasnsa? Yto, eciiu nu3BpanieHHbld BOWHOM
MOPOK OKAXETCSI CMEPTETbHBIM J1J151 OKPYKAIOIIHX ?

Muiesnb pyxHyJT B Kpecio, 00XBaTUB pyKaMu roJIoBy. Bee 3TH j)KyTKie MBICTH BBIKUTATIA MO3T.
Ja emie u ankoroyis J0OaBIsUT MIaMeHd. Bo3MOXHO, Bce 3T0 Opesi, ¥ Tak BIMSET HA HEro moreps
Opara. 1 o BoBce He Oe3ymell, a My)XYMHA, 3aKaJIeHHbII BOWHOM !

Jlumb oz yTpo, KOTAa COJTHEYHBIN CBET MPOHMK B OKHO, W JIAMITBI YK€ JABHO JIOTOpEIH,
Muiiiesis BCIOMHUIT 00 UCTEP3aHHOM JIEBYIIIKE, 3aIlepTol B MojiBajie. M BApyr oco3Ha, YTO He Mpe/l-
CTaBJISIET, YTO C HeH Jearh. OTIYCTUTD IUIEHHUIY rpad He MOT, TaK KaK OHa 3HAET TallHY UX CEMbHU.
Ha yOuiicTBO TOXe pyka He MOIHMMAIACh, XOTh OH M CUMTAJ, YTO CIy)KaHKA OTYACTU MPUYACTHA K
rubesu O6para. OCTaBUTH B 3aMKe TO K€, YTO TMOIIUCATh CMEPTHBIN MTPUTOBOP: TpapuHs HE YITyCTUT
I1aHca MpH yIOOHOM Clly4yae N30aBUTHCS OT JEBYOHKH. YIIOBATh OCTABAIOCH JIMIIb HA TO, YTO U3pa-
HEHHas1 HEBOJILHUIIA HE JOXKUBET U JI0 pacCBeTa.

12 rnaBa

[MozaauM yTpom Muiiiesnb penvt HaBeIaThCsl B TIOABAJT, YTOOBI TPOBEPUTH, KAK TaM IJICHHHIIA.
Kusa mu? U kakoBo ke ObUIO €ro yauBJIeHHe, KOrJa OH He OOHAPYXKWJI JEBUYOHKHM Ha MOJOKEHHOM
Mecte. ['pach HUKaK He MOT TIOHATh, KaK ei, 00eCCUICHHOW 1 M3paHEHHOM, YIaloch cOexarh He3a-
MEYEHHOM.

— Haiitu mnennuny! — 6ymesan Muiiienb, coOpaB Bcex padoumx y BOPOT 3aMKa. — YKuBo# wim
MEpTBOM, HO HAlTH!

— Moii rocnoiH, — U3 TOMITH BHICTYII 3I0POBBIA OOPOJATHI MYXHUK, — €CJIM BOJIKH HAIIUIA
IEBKY TIEpBOH, TO OT Hee HeOOCh U KOCTEH HEe OCTaJIOCh.

— 3HauuT, BBl OTHIIIETE JOKA3aTeIbCTBA TOTO, UTO €€ COXKPaIM BOJIKU! — rapkHyi rpad cep-
auto.— [ToBTOpsII0: O€3 )KUBOW MM MEPTBOM JIEBYOHKU HE BO3BpAIATECh!

Jliony Momya pacchnauch 1Mo ABOpPY, KTO B JieC, KTO B TOJIe, @ KTO — B COCEJJHUAE JCPEBHHU.
My>K4rHa MOHUMAJ, YTO CITy’KaHKa He MOIJIa YUTH Jajieko, nOo Oblia ciumkoM crada. Ckopee Bcero,
JEWCTBUTEJILHO €€ B JIECY pa30pBasid AMKHUE 3Bepu. Takoil ucxof BIOJIHE ycTpauBai rpada, TOJIbKO
HYXHO OBUIO yIOCTOBEPHUTHCS B TOM HAaBEPHSIKA.

[Mpummopus KoHs1, Mulliesib HarpaBuII )KUBOTHOE K JIeCy, Ja0bl IOI03peBasl, YTO UMEHHO TaM
YKpBUIACh CITy)KaHKa. BHyTpH y HEro Bce KJIOKOTaJIo OT rHeBa: «Jla Kak oHa BooOIIe mocMmeria Oexarh?
Jla erie 4acoBO¥, BUIATh, YCHYJ Ha TOCTY, 32 YTO TOXE MOHECEeT cTporoe HakazaHue. OT KamuTasna
JlaHTOHA ellle He yAaBalioch cOexaTb HA OJHOMY IUICHHOMY, a OCMEJIMBILETOCS KT HEMUHYyeMast
TUOeITb».
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Eme He coBcem mpoOyauBivch, KaTpuH nodyBcTBOBasIa pe3Kue 3araxu cajia ¥ TpaB, IEeKo-
TaBIIMe ee HO3ApH. «Heyxkenmu u Ha TOM CBeTe MPUCYTCTBYIOT 3eMHbBIE apOMAThI?» — MPOHECIIOCh Y
Hee B rosioBe. [IpHOTKpHIB CMIAONIMecs 71a3a, MyTHBIM B30POM JIEBYIIIKA HAIOPOJIACh HA TUIABHO
MepIaIoINA OTOHb HerojiasieKy. HeMHOro nomeBeMBIIICh, OHA Oy THJIA, KaK CIIMHA BHOBD 3aHbLIA.
Pasge meptBbie omymiaior 6oibs? Wi ona Bee ke kuBa? Tenepp yxe B cmsaTennu Kat nmpomopra-
J1ach, THITASICh JIyYllle pa3misaeTh 0OCTaHOBKY. HampoTuB Haxomwiiach redb, B KOTOPOUM TBIMHJICS
3aKONTHUBIIMIACS KOTEJIOK. PAIOM CTOSUTH epeBsiHHBIE TTOKOCHBIIMECS CTOJ U CTYJI,  OHA JieKasia Ha
KMBOTE Ha TBepIOM KpoBaTH. He moHmmasi, rie HaXomuTes, JeBYIIKa MOMbITA/Iach MPUTIONHATHCS Ha
ocalIeHHBIX pyKax, HO 3TO el He yaasioch. M cHOBa pyxHYB Ha JKeCTKYIO MocTesb, KaTpuH omrytuia
o1 co0o¥ TpyOyI0 MEIIKOBUHY.

— He pBwuraiics, 1ouyka, MHaYe paHbl OMATh PA30MAYTCS, — JOHECCS 10 Hee MATKUI MYKCKOW
rojioc, 3actaBuBIIui K31 Hactopoxkuthbes. eBylIka MorbITagach 0OEpHYThCs, Kenash pasriisaeTh
TOBOPUBILIETO, ¥ TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA CUIIbHEHIIINE pe3u, MpoH3aloiye cnuHy. Ho Bee ke yBuaeTh 4eso-
BEKa OHa cMorv1a. bopozaTeiil gemymika cusien B yIily Ha COlOMe, U MIIKCThIE, cefible OPOBH MpaK-
THUYECKH CKPBIBAJIM €r0 MaJIeHbKHE TJIa3a.

—T'ne a? — Tuxo nporenTtana KaTpuH, 3aMeTHB, YTO KaXJ0€ CIOBO JAETCS C TPYAOM.

— B ckpoMHOM XujuIle JIeCHUKA, — OTBETHJI, MOAHSBIINCH, CTAPUYOK U, TIOJOMIS K TIeYH,
MIPUHSIICS TIOMEIINBATh COACPKMMOE KOTEJTKA.

Jemymika ObLT HEBEJMK, HaBepHOE HIke K9TpHUH Ha TONTOPHI FOJIOBBI, U B CBOMX I'POMO3IKHX
JIOXMOTBSIX BBITJISIEI JOBOJIBHO 3a0aBHO. [leByIKa OTMeTHIIA, YTO HE OOMTCS HE3HAKOMIIA U COBEp-
IIIEHHO HE YyBCTBYET UCXOMSAIIEH OT HErO OMacHOCTH. BO3MOKXHO, FOTOBHOCTb BCTPETUTHCS CO CMEp-
THIO TIPUTITYIIAJIA €€ MHCTUHKTBH CAMOCOX PAaHEHUSI.

— Kak 51 okazanach 31ech? — mpoforskaia JIoOomsTHIYATh KaT.

— AHazipICh HOYBIO OTOWJT TeOs1 y BOJKOB, HAMEPEBAsICh TIOXOPOHUTH IMO-YEJIOBEYECKU, — HE
000pavnBasiCh, MOJIBIJI CTAPHK. — A Thl OKa3aJach KMBEXOHBKOM.

— brnarogapio, — npousnecna Katpun, He ckpbiBasi ropeuu B rojoce. — Ho, 6otock, Bamm cra-
paHus HAPaCHBI.

— Vx He 3HaIO $, 32 YTO TeOs TakK, — MaxHYJ AEAYyIIKa roJIOBOW Ha €e CIHHY, YCEBIIUCh Ha
CTYJI, — HO BPSIJI JIM ThI 3aCTYXKHJIa OWTH HA KOPM JIECHOMY 3BEPbIO.

— 3acnykuia He 3acllykuia, KOMy Kakasi pasHuiia! — OMyCTHB TOJIOBY HA PYyKH, OTBETHIIA
KaTtpun. — A HailnyT — KU3HU BCE paBHO HE JaIyT.

— Hy Th1, 104YKa, IOroaM, He TOHM JIOMIA/IEH, TOMPABJISICS, @ TaM BUIHO OyJIeT.

— He xouy s, aemyika, 4ToObl M Bac W3-3a2 MEHsI MOKapaJii, — KaJIOCTIMBO mporrentana Kar,
pacTporaHHasi 0 TIyOWHBI IYIIU €T JT0OPOTOM.

— He cokpymaiicst moHanpacHy, HUKTO He 3HAET, Iie MOsl X¥krHa. Ko TobKo 3Bepu, a OHU-
TO TPOITy HE YKaXKyT, — OTMaxHyJICsl CTapuK, U K9TpHH mokasanock, OyITO MO TYCTBIMH YCaMH €T0
ry0 MpoMesbKHYIa YIbIOKa.

— Cnacu6o, nOOpBIT Bl UeNIOBEK, — MOOIarogapuia JAeByIKa, CMAXHYB PECHUIIAMU CJIe3bl,
3aCTUJIAONIME T71a3a.

— J1oOpblii TO JOOPHIA, TOMBKO 100pO HE IEHUTCSI B HApOJie, BOT M JKUBY B Jecy. Jaxe aukue
’KMBOTHBIE TIOPOH JIyYILIe JIIOAEH.

Ha, B 3ToM K3TpuH He coMHeBanach — 3J1a OT MpeICTaBUTENIeN YeIOBEUYECKOro poja oHa xJieo-
HyJIa crionHa. MoXeT, 3a 3TO U CKIWICS HaJ| Hell, HakoHell, ['ocroap v mocian cracutens B JIUIe
AYIIEBHOTO JIECHUKA.

— HyxHo panbl Ma3pio 06padoTaTh, 10YKA, — IPOU3HEC AEAYIIKA, B3SIB B PYKH IJIMHSHBIN rop-
oK. — JKeupb OyleT CUIbHO, HO 3aTO KOa OBICTPO 3apacTer.

— Cnacu60, — TonbKO ¥ popoHuiia KaTpuH, nomymas, 4o crpaiiHee 6011, KOTOPYIO OHa repe-
KWUJIa, yKe ¥ ObITh HUYETro He MOXKET.
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CrapuioK CKJIOHWJICS HaJl Hel 1, OCTOPOKHO PACKPHIB CIIMHY AEBYIIKU, PUHSIICS TOJICTHIM
CJI0OEM HAaHOCHTh Ma3b Ha pyOrsl. M Tombko ceiiyac K3t BcrioMHMIA O TOM, 4TO OblTa COBEpIIIEHHO
0OHakeHHOU. 3aJIMBIINCH CTHITMBON KPACKOW, OHA YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B COJIOMEHHBIN MaTpac.

— He kopu cebst monycty, a Onarogapu bora 3a To, 4TO X¥Ba, — CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIAB €€ MBICIIH,
MPOU3HEC eI, MTPOIOJIKAs TeIUILIMU MAJIbIIaMHU, eJie Kacasich KOXH, MOKPHIBATh CITUHY CHAIOObEM.

Katpun BcxnmmHya; oOpoTa CIIOBHO HEBUIVUMBIMHU JIydYaMH UCXOIHJIA OT 3TOTrO YeJIoBeKa U
MPOHMKAJIA B TNy U cepire, oOBOJIakuBas WX TeryioM. HaBepHoe, 3TO TO, Yero eil Tak JaBHO HE
XBaTaJyio, — 8 UMEHHO TIOKOSI U YMUPOTBOpeHus. Ml He Ba)KHO, UTO CIIMHA MbLIAeT OTHEM, TJIaBHOE, Ha
AyIlie ceiiyac CIoOKOMHO. A Bce, UTo Oy/IeT BIepeu, Tereph He KaXKeTCs] TAKUM CMEPTEIIbHBIM.

Muiniesis BO3BpaTH/ICS B 3aMOK K MOJTYHOYU. B TOT MOMEHT, Korjia 6e33Be3qHasi HOub OKyTaJla
MPOCTOPHI, & JIyHAa CKPbUIACh 32 TEMHBIC TYy4YH, CJIOBHO HaMEpEeHHO He TO3BOJISISI UM IPOIOIKUTh
novcku. Hu Tesa, HM OCTaHKOB, HU CJIE/IOB — OHU He HAIlUTM HUYero. byato Obl NeBUOHKA MCTIapHIIach
OeccrienHo. MyXUKH TIENITATNCh, OCeHsIsA ceOs KpecTaMu, MOJI, BeJlbMa, 3a0paja AyIly MOJOIOTO
TOCIIO[IMHA U PacTBOpUiIach B Houu. ['pad He Bepw B 3TH OAWKH M JHOISM TIPUTPO3KII, YTO BHIpE-
KET sI3BIKM 32 O0roxynbcTBo. Ho Hapon ecth Hapoma — emy rie Obl He YBUIETh IIpeA3HaMeHOBaHKE
HeurcToro. MuIiiess Bejies POJOIKHUTh MOUCKH, KaK TOJIBKO TIEPBBIE JTyUr COJTHIIA MIOKAXYTCS U3-32a
ropu3oHTa. M cam JIMYHO coOUpalicsi CHOBA MPUCOSTUHUTHCS JIIOASAM, TaK KaK HE MOT YCIIOKOUThCS,
MOKa He OTHIIIETCS TeJIo.

13 rnaBa

Muiniess yeTano CIpbirHYJI ¢ KOHS, IIOMCKU 3aTSHYJIMCh Ha YeThIpe JIOJTUX JHS, U BCe ellle He
OBbLJIO HUKAKUX clieioB. ['pad MpuBIeK KPeCThsiH C COCEHUX JAePEBEHb, KOTOPBIE MPOUYECATN 3HAYH-
TEeJIbHYIO YacTh Jieca U Toxke Oe3pesynbTaTHo. [loroma m3psaHo yclaoxHsIa padoty monein. Mopo3
C KaXJIbIM JIHEM Kperrdali, a ¢ Heba 1Mo yTpam chinajia jeasHas u3Moposb. Hapon Obl1 nu3MydeH u
MPUIYMBIBAT OAliKu OIHA CTpaliHee Jpyroid. MUIens U caM HeIoyMeBal, KyJla MOTJIa HCIIAPUThHCS
neByoHka? OTCyTCTBHE CJIeJOB HABOAWJIO HA MBICITb, UTO €i KTO-TO ITOMOT, HO KTO 9TO MOT OBITh, JIJIsI
HEro OCTaBaJIOCh 3araJIkoi. MuIliesib TIoIo3peBall, YTo JIeBYIIKa KUBa, a 3HAYUT, OH MPOCTO 00s3aH
HAWTH ee, HeCMOTPs HU Ha 4To. TaliHa ero ceMbH He JIOJKHA TIOKWMHYTh CTEHBI 3aMKa.

C 6a0ymkoii rpad Tak 1 He oOMosBUIICS HU cnoBoM. Jla u korga? OH Bo3Bpaniascs 3aTeMHO, a
YXOIWJI Ha paccBeTe. 3amedat JIUIIb, YTO Ta, CJIOBHO TeHb, OPOIUT MO TeMHBIM Kopuaopam. [ padpuHs
Bceryia 6ororBopuiia ['abpusnis, gaxe UMs emMy J1ajia B 4YecTh MOKOWHOM nodyepu. U ata moteps Oblia
CITUIIIKOM BeJIMKA JIJISl €e U3MYYeHHOro cepiia. Muieb MOHUMAJI, KAKOBO CTapol KeHIIUHEe, HO
TOCJIe TOTO KaK y3HaJI TaliHy, KOTOPYIO OHA CKPbIBaJIa CTOJIBKO JIET, He MOT MCIIBITHIBAThH K HEH MTpexk-
HEro cOuyBCTBUSA. BO3MOXHO TakMM 00pa3oM, KO BCEMY MpoYeMy, Ha HEro JISCTBOBAJIO MCYE3HO-
BEHHE CITy’KaHKH, U3-32 YeTrO ero MOCTOSTHHO 00ypeBasia IpOCTb.

— Ecnm KTO-TO M3 Bac MocMesT yKphIBaTh YOUHITY Balllero roCriofrHa, — MOJIBIUI Tpad), coOpaB
JIOIel Ha TUTOIIA/IN B IEpeBHE, — 51 JIMYHO B3/IEPHY TOTO HA BUCEJIUIIEC M CEMBIO He mormaxy! OObICKaTh
KaKJIBIA JIoM, Kax b1l yron! Eciv moHaioOuTesl, s BBIKTY BCE 3/1eCh K UepTsam!

Muitiesib OTITPaBMII TOHIIOB IO JIEpeBH M rpaCcTBa, OBeIeB 0OBICKATh KAk Iyio N30y U XJIeB, U
CTPOro HaKa3ajl He OCTaHABJIMBATKLCS, ITOKa JEBUOHKA He Haijercsa. CaMm OH Toxe 0e3 ycTaiu cKakal
T0 BJIAJICHUSIM, HE THYIIAsICh BhIBebIBATh MH(OpMALIMIO y kuTesniert. [To3mHo BeuepoM rpad Harpa-
BUJI KOHS K JIECY, @ YCTaJIoe KMBOTHOE HeIOBOJILHO (hpIpKasio. OTHAKO BCe ke MYKUMHA PELTHIT BO3-
BpaTUTHCS B 3aMOK TIO JIECHOU TPOTe, XOTh M HAXOAUJICS JJOBOJIBHO JAJICKO OT JIOMA.

C TO¥i CTOPOHBI, OTKYAA BheXas rpad, jiec HalmoMuHaI Helpoxoaumylo variity. Y emy npuxoau-
JIOCh pacUMINaTh MyTh MEYOM, UOO KOHb YIIPSIMUJICS, HE *KeJlast UATH Jajbiie. BeTku 3a/ieBaiy noT-
HYI0 MOpPIy, U )KUBOTHOE M3/IaBaJIO CTpajaibdeckoe pxkanue. CIpbIrHYB ¢ Jiomaau, Muiesnb B3sil
ee TIOJ y3/IIIbl ¥ TIOBEJT 32 COOOM, MBITAsICh MPOOKTH TPOITy. BOKPYT Hapui moiyMpak, u3-3a rycThiX
MAaKyIieK COCeH MPaKTUIECKU He MTPOOUBAJICS CBET B3OIICIIIEH JTYHBI.

I'pad BBIpyrascs, Korga BeTKa )KeCTKO XJIECTHYJA ero IO JIMILY, OCTaBUB Ha KOXe CaTHSIIANA
cien. OH, He TiepecTaBasi, pa3MaxuBajl MeuoM, ouuinas cede mpoxo. [surascs Muinenb ckopee Ha
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OIIIYTIb, TOTEPSIB BCAKKME OPUEHTUPH. My:KUMHA MOJ03pEBa, UTO 3aTePsICsS B TEMHOM JIECY, U MBIC-
JIieHHO OpaHwI cedsl 3a TO, YTO BBIOpA MIMEHHO 3Ty Aopory. Kaszanock, oH 6poan mo ryiie 6ecko-
HEYHO J10/r0. V, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ITPU3HAJICS caMoMy ceOe, uTo 3abmyauics. EMy HeoOxoqumo ObLIo
OTBICKaTh OPHEHTHUP, HO JIEC CIIOBHO OBl ellle CMJIbHee CMBIKAJICS HaJl ero ronoBoil. KoHb yke BOBCIO
MIPOSIBJISLT CBOE HEYIOBOJILCTBUE, MOTAsI TOJIOBOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, TIBITASICh BHIPBATH MTOBO/bSI
13 pyk Muiiiesnsi, HO TOT CKMMaJ UX CTaJIbHOW XBATKOW.

OcTaHOBUBIIUCH, Tpad) MPUHSIICS OOPEUYESHHO O3UPATHCS TIO0 CTOPOHAM, TIBITASICh BBICMOTPETh
Cpeny MyLIMCTHIX BETOK XOTs1 Obl MpoGsieck JiyHbl. M yBUeN! JHIb TYCKJIOE MepIiaHKie CBeTa, KOTO-
PbIii KICXOAWIT OTHIONb He ¢ Hebec. [IepHyB KOHS, MyXX4YMHA HANPABUICS B Ty CTOPOHY, OTCTpaHss
PYyKo# BeTBH ¢ myTH. U yke BCKOpe OH BBIOpAJICSl Ha MAJICHBKYIO MOJISIHY, B IGHTPE KOTOPOM CTOsIa
BeTXasi XVKUHA. ’KWIIHIIE TJIOTHBIM KOJTBIIOM OKPY:KaJll COCHBI, CMbIKast Makymku y HeOa. [1o npimy,
KJIyOaMH CTPYUBIIIEMYCSI U3 TPYObI M PACTBOPSIBIIEMYCSI Y BEPXYIIEK JiepeBbeB, MUILIEeb MOHSUI, YTO
n30yImKa xunas. VI BHyTpH 3apoauiiich MOJ03peH ], KOTO IMEHHO OH MOXET TaM OOHApYKHTh.

K3TprH TONBKO-TONBKO Havyasa nMpuxoauth B ceds. [locneanue mHM oHA Haxoausach B Oec-
NaMsITCTBE, OfioJieBaeMasi CHIIbHBIM kapoM. Ho cHaioObst JIeCHUKA CIesaiay CBOE JIeNIO U MPOTHAJIH
xBopb. CerofHs JeByIIKa MOYyBCTBOBaJIAa ceOs HEMHOTO JIydllle, HO BCE ellle He MOIJIA TIOJHSATHCS C
nocresi. CnivHa ye MeHbllle OECIOKOMIA, TaK KaK Mas3b CTapHvKa OKasajach dynojeiicTBeHHO. U
YyeM valle TOT ee HAHOCHJI, TeM MEeHbIIIe ropena Koxa. JlenyIika mpopodyns CKOpoe BhI3JOPOBIICHHUE,
MPOJOJIKAsI 3aCTaBIATh K9TpUH MUTH TpaBsiHble HACTOMKU, OT KOTOPBIX €€ JKeTyIOK HauMHaJ MpoTe-
CTOBaTh, & HO3JPU CKUMAJIO U Tumaio. M kak Obl cHaJoObs HU ObUTM OTBPATUTEJIbHBI, OHU BCE ke
MIPUIaBAIIU CHUIL.

VYTupas n1aJIoHbl0 Karuiy roTa co Jjida, AeByIIKa Jiexaia Ha O0KY U YMUPOTBOPEHHO IJIsijienia
B OTOHb, HA KOTOPOM BapuJach noxjeoka. OHa He 3Hajla, U3 Yero CTApUYOK TOTOBUJI €1y, KOTOPHIH
MPAaKTHUECKH He TIOKU/IAJI CBOETO YOEKHIIA, HO BBIXOIMIIO IOBOJILHO BKYCHO. K9T uyBCcTBOBasa cebds
OECIOMOIITHOM, He B COCTOSIHUM ITOMOYb CITACUTEJTIO TI0 XO3AMUCTBY. XOTS TOT BCSYECKU OTBEpraj ee
MIPE/IJIOKEHUS, BCe JKe el ObLJIO0 HEJIOBKO, Be/lb OH CTOJIBKO TSI Hee caemal.

PaznuBast moxJyieOKy Mo IIMHSHBIM Yallkam, JAeAyIIKa CHOBa paccKasbiBasl KoT ouepeanyio
HEeoObIYHYI0 uctoprio. Kazanoce, y Hero ux ObUl HECKOHYaeMblii 3amnac. [laxe Koraa JAeByIliKka Haxo-
auiachk B Opefy, CIbliaga ero MoJHUMAIONINE AyX paccKasbl. OHa MpPeKpacHO MOHMMAA, MoYeMy
9TOT YeJIOBEK YeIWHUJICS B JIECy, MO0 3a CBOIO JAONTYIO JKM3Hb OH XJIEOHYJ ropsi Kyaa Oosblle, yem
JOBeJIOCh eil. U motomy yske He BU/IeNl HIYEero XOpOIIero B JIOsX, OHAKO U 371a UM He xefait. OHa
OBl C PAIOCTHIO pa3aesiia ero Cyab0y M OCTaIach B 3TOM YKPOMHOM MecTe, MOAAJIbIIe OT YeIoBede-
CKOMH JKeCTOKOCTH, JIa TOJIbKO OTYEro-TO i 3TO Ka3aJoCch HEBO3MOKHBIM. MOJKET, IOTOMY UYTO YyB-
CTBOBAJIa, YTO €€ UIIYT. ..

YerpouBimuch noynodHee Ha 00Ky, Katpun ¢ GrmarogapHOCTBIO MpHHSUIA U3 PYK CTapudKa
YaIiky ¢ CyroM. BIOXHYB NpsiHBIN apoMart, OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO TEJIO CJIOBHO HATIOJIHSETCS JKH3-
Hbl0. Ho Tonmbko Kot mognecna vamty k rybam, Kak Bepb B U130y CO CKPUIIOM OTBOpHMJIach. BCKpHK-
HYB, JIEBYIIIKA BHIPOHIJIA TIOCYLY U3 PYK, B y’Kace YCTaBUBINUCH Ha MUIIIesisl, 3aCTHIBIIETO B JBEPHOM
poeme. ...

14 rnaBsa

Barisin Mutienst mosnbIxain sipocTbio, KOTOPOW OH ObUT FOTOB UctienenuTh OernissHky. CoOpas
BCIO BOJTIO B KYJIaK, MY)KYMHA TIOJABUJT HEUCTOBBIH TIOPBIB MPUAYIIUTh JEBYOHKY Ha MecTe. OHa Bka-
J1ach B TIOCTETb, TJISAIS1 HA HETO PAaCIIMPEHHBIMU OT yKaca Illa3aMu, a ee MoOeseBIIre TyObl IpoKai.
Ho ero Huckonbko 310 He Tporano. Tompko ObU10 rpad XoTen NOgHATD ee, KaK 3aMeTHJI B YIUTy CTa-
PHKa, CXBATUBILIETOCS 32 JEPEBSIHHBIN MOCOX. «3HAYUT, BOT KTO TOT HEU3BECTHBIN CIIACUTENb CITy-
KAHKW», — MEJIKHYJIO B rOJIOBe Y Muresns.

Kstpun ucnyranachk, yBuaeB, KyJa HarpaBui cBoil B3op Muiienb. OH C MEepeKOIIeHHbIM OT
THEBa JIMIIOM CMOTpEJI Ha JieCHUKa. B rpymu 3apoauiack TpeBora, 1 IeByIIKa, IPeoIosIeB CBOM CTPax,
MPUTIOTHSIACH, IIPOMOJIBUB HECMEJIO:
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—T"aii HM B 4eM He BMHOBAT, g caMa cOexala.

— Moy, auTs, — CMeJIo Mpou3Hec cTapuk. — He neBrndbe 310 18510 — MYKYMH 3alHIIATh.

Muinienib, ¢ TIOOONBITCTBOM HAOMIONABIIMN 32 Pa3BEpHYBIIENCS KapTHHOW, HAKOHEI[-TaKu
pelI BOUTH B N30y, U MMOKOCUBIIASCS IBEPh 32 HUM CO CKPUIIOM 3aXJIOMHYJIACh.

— Mowu o cOMITUCH € HOT, pa3biCKUBasi TeOst YeTBEPTHIN JeHb MoApsia! — mpopsrvan rpad,
MIPOUTHOPHPOBAB CJIOBA CTapIIA.

— 4IBHO He 11 TOro, YToOBI COOOIUTh MHE O MOMWJIOBAaHHWH, — B3JIEPHYB ClleTKa Mog0opo-
1ok, npoponmia Katpun. OTKyaa-To y Hee MOSIBITMCH CUJIBI TyXa IPOTUBOCTOSITH TIOPEMINUKY. Bo3-
MOXHO, TaK CUJIbHO €€ 3a/1eJ10 ITpeHeOpekeHue rpada 1mo OTHOIIEHHUIO K JOOPOIYIITHOMY JIECHUKY.

— Heyxenu nocne nodera Thl 0:)kuaja elie Kakoro-To MOMHUJIOBaHHUsI? — XOIOAHO YCMEXHYJICS
Muitiens, poxuras ee B3IJII0M.

— Oxwupana? — uponnyHo npousHecna Kat. — 'pomko ckazano. Beero b monuiack o cripa-
BeymBocTH. Ho [11s1 Hac, CMEpTHBIX, 9TO, BUIUMO, CIIUIIIKOM BEJIMKAsI MIJIOCTb.

— K tBOEMY npuckopOHIo, MIIOCEpare He SBISIETCS YePTOM MOETo XapakTepa, — Opocui rpad
pe3ko. — Trl cama moiiaents uiv Tebdst criior 3adpath oTciona?

— He nynty! — BOCKJIMKHYJI JIECHUK, BBICTABUB NiEpeji COOON KPUBOM CYK, Kak Obl 0OOPOHSISICh. —
MoskeTe 0TCeub IoJIOBY CBOEMY BEPHOMY CITyTe, KOTOPBIH 3HaJI BAC KOTIa-TO JOOPHIM M CIIPaBe -
BBIM MaJIb9YMKOM. HO IeBOUKY He MyIily; OHa TOJIBKO CErOAHSI MEPECTYIIIIa IPaHb MEKIY KU3HBIO U
cmepthio. He st Toro I'ocrions napoBad eil ciacenue, YTo0bl CHOBa Opocath B MEKJIO.

Muienpb 3ayMaicsi, BCNOMHUHASL 9TOTO BOMHCTBEHHO HACTPOEHHOro crapuka. ['ycras cepas
6opoma 1 JoOpbie cepble 11a3a. Takue r1a3a OH BUAEI JIUIIb Y OTHOTO YeJIOBEeKa B JIETCTBE. . .

— Crapocra I'occtan? Boi iu? CKOJIBKO JIET MPOIILIO, 2 MBI BCE TaJjaiv, Ky/Ia Bbl UCUE3JIU 1TOCIIe
TOrO T0Xkapa, — He Bepsi CBOUM IJ1a3aM, mpousHec Muitiesib. OH TOMHUJT CUJIBHOTO MY)KYUHY, KOTO-
Pblil YMEJIO YIIPaBJIsiil IEPEBHEN, HAXOQUBILIEICS HETTOAAJIEKY OT 3aMKa. B nerctBe rpad yacro urpain
TaM ¢ OpaToM M BOCXHILAJICS TOOPOTOH TOro venoBeka. ['ail ncues nmocie cuiibHOrO noxapa. Toraa
BBITOpEJT CKJIa]] CO BCEM COOpPaHHBIM ypOKaeM, a KPECThsIHE, MIT[a BUHOBHOTO, CBAIWIIM BCE HA HETO.
U tenepb cynpOa BHOBb CBEJIa €r0 CO CTAPOCTOM, TOJIBKO MOUEMY-TO CTOJIb CTPAHHBIM 00pa3oM.

— MHOro BO/IBI YTEKJIO, ¥ Bbl, MAJTbUMK MOH, 51 BUKY, TOB3POCJIEIIH, — OTBETHJI CTAPUK, BEPHYB
MIOCOX Ha MpekHee MecTo. — Tak CKaxuTe MHe, 3a KaKylo TPOBUHHOCTB TO TUTSI 3aCITyKUJIO CMEPTH?

— Cmepru, crapuk? Otuero xe. Ee yyacts erie He nipenpeliieHa, — orBeTus1 Muliiesb, CHOBa
YCTPEMUB B30p K JIEBYIIKE, KOTOPAsi JPOKAIIMMH PyKaMH IPUKUMaJIa K TPyIu OAEsLIO.

— Torna no3BonbTe MHE M3J1eYUTh KITpUH U npuxoauTe, Kak ONpelenuTech ¢ ee UCXOA0M, —
TMIONIPOCHJI JIECHUK, BHUMATEIbHO BIVISIBIBASICH B MOTEMHEBIIHE IJ1a3a rpada, CIOBHO MBITAasICh B HUX
YTO-TO Pas3IIsICTh.

— He mory, He xoueTcst 3aHOBO MPOYECHIBATH BECH JIEC B €€ MIOUCKAX, — Pe3KO OTKa3asl MuIesb,
HamMepeBasich 3a0paTh AEBYOHKY.

— JleBouKy HOTM He JiepKar, pa3Be CMOXeT oHa yoexatb? Jla ¥ ofeTbesi e He BO 4TO, — Mpo-
JOJIKaJl HACTAaUBaTh CTApPHK.

— Huero, B oziesiiio 3aBepHeTCs, OTCIOA JO 3aMKa He TaK JIAJIeKo.

— A npuzietcst — ¥ ToJIoi MOTaIIUTe, TOJIbKO Obl CHOBA 3ariepeTh B CHIPOM I0fIBajIe, — OTpe3aa
KaTpuH, moHnmasi, 4to B3bIBaTh K €ro COBECTH OECHoJIe3HO.

— He comueBaiics, moTarity, — Opocri, OCKaJMBIIHCh, Muiniens. — [loqaumarics!

— Bce xoporo, — npomenTaina Kat, kocHyBIIMCh pyku JecHrka. OHa He X0Tesa, YTOObl YeJIOBEK
13-3a Hee 1omnai B Oey, MO3TOMY peruia ToNTH ¢ rpadoM J0OPOBOJIBHO.

KstpuH, apoxa, morsiTanach MOAHATHCS, HO CIA0OCTh B TeJie CIIOBHO BXUMAJIa €€ B MOCTEb.
Pe3ko nepHyBIIUCH, IEBYIIIKA BCKPUKHYIA, IOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK CHOBA 3alumnania cnuHa. OT ocTpoit
OO/ IOTEMHEJIO B IJIa3ax, M OHU HATIOTHUIIKMCH Bi1aroi. OHa omsTh MOMNbITAJIACh BCTAaTh, HO CHJT XBa-
THJIO JIMIIIb HA TO, YTOOBI CECTh, ONIEPEBIINCH O CTEHY.
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— Xopo1i1o, — BbIAaBUI MuIlesib CKBO3b 3yObl. — JleunTe, HO Mpesk/ie sl XOUy MOrOBOPUTD C Hel
Hae/vHe.

KsTpuH onycriia roioBy, He *kelas oKas3biBaTh Tpady nosiBUBIIMeCs ciesbl. OHa 3Hana, YTo
OH TIepelyMall He U3-3a J0OPOTHI JYIIEBHOM, a BCETO JIMIIb OT HEeXkKeJIaHUs TAIllUTh ee Ha cede.

— A Teniepb NOCHyIIai MeHsl BHUMATEbHO ! — rpy0o nprKas3an MyskuuHa. — Eciu TopKo nocme-
elllb CAeJIaTh IIar U3 XVKUHBI, sl He TOIaxy crapuka. Tak 4To ydTH, ero cMepTh OyJeT Ha TBOeu
cosectu!

— 41 B 3TOM HEe coMHeBaloCh, — mporentana Ko, Bce e nogHsB roiosy. — [laxke 3Bepb MbITaeTcst
n30ekaTh CMEPTH, BUAMMO, JIMIIb Y MEHsI HET BHIOOpA.

— Ommbaenbesi! — oTpe3an Muinenb. — TBOSI KW3Hb 3aBUCHT JIMIIIb OT Tebs. Bynp Gmaropa-
3yMHa U JIEPKU SI3bIK 32 3y0aMu, TOT/Ia MHE He TIPUIETCS TeOs ero JIMIIATh.

— A nanplne 4yTo? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, YCTaB OT HEM3BECTHOCTH. — Bee paBHO BepHETE B 3aMOK,
a TaM MHE YK TOUYHO He u30exarh noruoesnu!

— 4 obaymaro 310, — Opocu rpad, OTBEPHYBIIUCH K BbIXOAY. — HO 1 Thl He 3a0biBaii MOUX
CJIOB, MHAa4e TeOs1 HUYTO He craceT!

15 rnaBa

I'pac Bo3BpaTuIics cryctsi ueThipe AHs, 1 K9TprH yyBcTBOBasia cebs yske ropasno jyuiie. OH
BOIIIEJT B XMKUHY, KOTJIa JIECHUK OTCYTCTBOBAJ, H, IIIBHIPHYB PSIIOM C JIEBYIIIKOW MEIIIOK, CKOMaH/10-
B

— Opesaiics!

Kak TonpKo 1Bepb 32 HUIM 3aTBOPUIIACh, KT BRIMOTpOIIMIIA CONEP/KMMOE MEIIKa M OOHAPYKHJIa
TaM OfIEK/Y: TEIUIOe, MEPCTSHOE IJIAThe U UYJIKHU, a TAKKe TPOMO3JKME YepHbIe Callory, MpUHaIe-
kaBive ssBHO MykunHe. He cniernia, K9TpuH ofenachk v orieHmIa CBOM HEJMICTIPUATHBINA BUJI: Cepoe
T1aThe OKa3aJI0Ch CJIUIIIKOM KOPOTKO, a Carlorv, HA00OPOT, BEJIUKY U HEYJOOHO OOJITAJICH HA HOTaX.
HakwHyB Ha 11e4s TeTUIbIi TUIalll, OTOPOUYSHHBIN MEXOM, JICBYIIIKA HAITPABUIIACh K BBHIXOMY, ITOAyMaB,
YTO JIONTO MIPOXOAUTH HE CMOXKET B CTOJb HEYOOHOU 00yBH. Y IBEpHU OHA 3aCThlIa M 00BEIa KOMHATY
TOCKJIMBBIM B3IJISII0M, O€3MOJIBHO MPOIIAsICh. 3/1€Ch €l ObUIO YIOTHO U CIIOKOMHO, a TeTiepb BIepeIu
OIATH K JAJIa HEU3BECTHOCTb.

Bo aBope Kat oOHapyxwuia Murens, Oeceyoero co CTapuukoM, U IBYX 3alpsKeHHBIX
nomased. Bugare, moesuka CylIuT ObITh JOJTOM.

—T'otoBa? — coKOUHO cripocu rpad), CMEPUB €€ XMYPbIM B3IJISIOM.

— Bbl BepHeTe MeHsI B 3aMOK? — BMECTO OTBETa MOWHTEPECOBAIACh OHA.

— Pa3 rotoBa, ornipaBinsiemMcsi, — OpOCHII OH, MaXHYB T'OJIOBOH JIECHUKY B 3HAK TPOIIAHUSI.

KsTpuH B3rIsiHy/1a Ha cTapyika M MOYYBCTBOBaJIA, KaK OOJBHO 3ameMusio B rpyau. [lpumnuio
BpEMsl pacCTaBaThCsl, U BPs JIM Cyab0a CBe/IeT MX CHOBA. [leByIKa Me/IJIeHHO MOAOIUIA K AE/IyIIKe
1, CKJIOHUBIIIHCh, 3aKJTIOUNIIA €TO B KPENKUe OOBATHS, MPOIICTITAB:

— Cnacu6o Bam 3a Bce.

— Xpanu 1ebs1 ['ocrioap, 104Ka, — pacCCTPOSHHO OTBETUII TOT.

PacnipomaBmicek co cnacurenem, Kot HampaBmwiack K Jiomagu, KOTopasi Ka3ajgach Ajisl Hee
CJIMILIIKOM BBICOKOM. JIeByIlKa He ycriena Mpu3HaThCs rpady, 4To COBEpIIEHHO He 3HAET, KaK yIpaB-
JIITHCSI C )KUBOTHBIM. Y TIPUCITYTH HET BOBMOKHOCTH OOYYHUTHLCS BEPXOBOH €3/1e — 3TO, KaK TOBOPUTCS,
HU K yemy. Ho, Buarmo, Muiesb 1 caM 3aMETWI €€ PaCTEPSIHHOCTD, JOBOJIBHO CIIPOCHUB:

— VrpaBisaThes ¢ KOOBUIOH ThI, TIOXOXKE, HE yMeelllb?

— He ymeto, — yectHo otBetmina Kat, v mon npucTaibHbIM B3IISIIOM €€ IIEKH 3arlbLIajiu.

CIpbIrHYB CO CBOETO KOHsI, MYKYMHA HAIlPaBUJICSA K JEBYIIKE W B OJMH MWI IIOMOT €l B30-
Oparbcs Ha jomabs. Oka3aBIIKCh B ceasie, KT BorpocuTebHO ycTaBuiach Ha rpada, He oHUMasd,
YTO JeNaTh JAJbIIe.

— Jlep¥Cch KPEnKo M MOCTapaicsl He CBAIUTHCS, — TIOBEJIENI OH, BHOBb 3alPHITHYB HAa CBOETO
KepeOra.
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Eif u BOpsAMb HUYEro jesaTh He MPUIILIOCh, TaK Kak ee KOoObUIa CIOKOWHO TOC/enoBaa 3a
koHeM Murtiesisi. OKa3aBIIMCh Y OKPauHbI OJsIHBL, K9TpuH 0OepHYy/ach U B MOCISIHUI pa3 B3IJIs-
HyJIa Ha JIECHUKA, MAXHYB eMy pyKou. [lyIy pa3aupany TpeBora u revalib, 1 OHa MPUKPbUIA IJ1a3a,
MIBITASICHh CKPBITh HaOekaBIue cie3bl. ['pad HamepeHHO He OTBETHII, Ky/la ee Be3€eT, U Terepsb el ocTa-
BJIOCh JIMIIIb Ta/IaTh, OTTOHSS OT Ce0sl CTPAIIIHBIC MBICIIH.

['me-to yepe3 yac MyTHUKM BbIOpasKch U3 yieca. [loneBast Tpona NpUBETCTBOBAIA MX MOPHI-
BOM JIE/ISTHOTO BeTpa. K9TpuH Chekuiach, MbITasiCh pa3MsATh 3aTeKIlee Tejlo, KOTopoe Oe3 MPUBBbIUKU
CHUZETDH B CelJIe OT3bIBATIOCH JIOMOTOM B KOCTSIX.

OxkazaBimch Ha POBHOW jgopore, Muilenb YCKOPUJ KOHs, MU KOObUIA JEBYIIKH TOCITYITHO
noTpycuia 3a HUM. KT yxBaTuiach najibliaMu 3a CeJIo, MbITasich CUAETh POBHO, HO 3TO HE CHIIBHO
MIOMOIJIO, ¥ OHA TPOJIOJIKAJIA PACKAUMBATHCS B TAKT XOJIA JIOMIA/IH.

BeuepHee HeO0 3aTsHYM TsIKENbIE TYUH, U Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHO BOT-BOT Pa3BEP3HETCS JOKIEM.
Ho niepBbie karmmm ynanu Ha o Katpun mumis ¢ HactyruieHreM cymepek. [Ipomepsiiast 10 KopHeit
BOJIOC, OHA TJIOTHEE 3aKyTalach B Iuiail. MUIesb 3a BpeMsi MOe3KM He TPOPOHIUIT HU CIIOBA, JIaXKe
HU pa3y He oOepHyJcs K JeBymke. CJIOBHO OH IMPEKpPacHO 3HaJ, YTO Ta, HE OTCTaBas, CJEAyeT 3a
HUM. KOHeuHo, Tak OHO U OBUIO, YyTh OTCTABIIIH, €€ JIOIIa b TOPOILUIMBO JOroHsuIa rpada, Oyaro Obl
6os11ach MOTEPSTh U3 BULLY.

Koraa HOub OKyTasia 3eMJTi0 YepHBIM KOBPOM, K9TprH nodyBcTBOBasIa, YTO BHIOWIIACH U3 CHIL.
Kaxpmas yactb ee Tena )KyTKO HbUIA, Y, BBIMOKINAS MOl MEJIKUM JIOXKJEM, OHa, He TepecTaBasi, 1po-
*kana. 3yObl JEBYIIKM HEMPEPHIBHO CTyYald, a 3ajie[IeHeBIINe PyKH YK€ He MOIJIM JepkKaTbCs 3a
cemyio. M1 Kot noHsia, 4To B MOOYI0 CEKYHy MOKET CBUIUTLCS HA 3€MITIO.

Muiiiesb BIJISIABIBAIICS B J1aJlb, TIHITASICh, PACCMOTPETH pa3OpPIO3IIIyIo OPOTY, a MO3a/IH 10 HEro
JOHOCHJIUCH TIOKaHbE KOMBIT U CTYK 3yOOB. HaTsiHyB MOBO/IBS, My’KUMHA 3aMeJJTHII CBOETO Kepedia
u obepHycs. [IeBUOHKa, MOIIATHIBASICh, APOXaa B Cellie, U Ka3aloch, YTO BOT-BOT ynajer. Heynu-
BUTEJILHO, BeJIb JIaKe OMBITHOMY Ha€3HUKY CJIOKHO HAXOAUTHCS TUTETILHOE BPEMsI BEPXOM, [1a elle
Y B TaKyIO TIOTO/ly, & YTO YK TOBOPUTD O HEl. ..

— Tpppp, — MIMKHYJI OH HA KOHsI, MPUOCTaHABIMBAs. JKMBOTHOE MOCIIYIIHO 3aMepJyio, MOJIOTS
nepe/IHIMU KOTIBITAMU 110 BsI3KO# 3emute. JKepeOell BBIIOXCS U TOXE HYKIAJICsS B OTIObIXE, HO JIO
MOCTOSIJIOTO ABOPA OCTABAJIOCH €I1le HECKOJIBKO YacoB Iy TH.

Koraa koObuia ciyxaHkH MopaBHsiIach ¢ MuilieseM, OH JIMIIb YyI0M ITOWMaJl COCKOJIb3HYBIIIEe
BHU3 TEJIO JIEBUOHKU. PhIBKOM rpad mepecaamn ee kK cede, yCIbIIaB, KaK Ta jKaJOOHO 3acCTOHAJIA.
«Tonbko OB He pazbdosesach CHOBa», — IMOAYMAJl XMYypPO MYKYMHA, ©OO y HETO COBEPIIIEHHO He ObLIO
BpEMEHU U KeJIaHWsI BO3UTHCS C Hel. YCaauB JIpOKaIIyIo IEBYIIKY B CeIO mepe] coooi, Murienb
YKyTaJl €e COOCTBEHHBIM ILJIAIIOM, IBITAsICh COTPETh, 1 MOKpask MaKyIIIKa 00ECCUIEHHO PyXHYyJIa eMy
Ha TPY/ib.

KsTpuH nouTu Jimianack 4yBCTB, Korja rpad neperanui ee Ha CBOI Jiomaab. Ero masbipl
10 60M CXKaU 3aJIeICHEBIIYI0 PYKY, U JIEBYIIIKa HE CMOIJIa cAepXkaTh cToHa. OKa3aBIINCh B CeaJie
nepeq HUM, KSTprH ciHOM MOYYBCTBOBAJIA KPEITKOE MYXKCKOE TeJIO M XOTelsa ObUIO BO3Pa3HTh, HO
CHJI Ha 3TO, YBBI, HE OCTaJIOCh. A KOIJIa OHA OLIyTWJIa TEeIIbliA KOKOH M3 Iiiaa rpada, To U BOBce
JIMIIAJIACHh YyBCTB, YPOHHUB TOJIOBY eMy Ha Tpyab. CO3HaHME BEPHYJIOCH JOBOJIBLHO ObICTpO JleByIka
OYHYJIACh OTTOTO, YTO €e CTYITHU ropesi orHeM. Bo BpeMsi DOk B CJMIIIKOM HIMPOKHE CAIOTH
Tonaja Bojia, U3-3a HOYHOrO MOpO3a MpeBpaTHBIIasics B HACT. [1asbIpl HOr OHEMENH, U Ka3aJloch,
NOTEPSUIA YyBCTBUTEJILHOCTD, JIMIIb MATKA U UKPHI €1Ile YyBCTBOBAJIM OOJIC3HEHHBIE PE3H. . .

— Xusa? — cnpocun Muiiiesib, HAKJIOHUBILUCDH K HEM.

— Kaxercs, 1 0OMOpO3uia HOrY, — MPOIIenTaia cladbiM roJIocoM JIEBYIIKA.

— DTOro erie He XBaTajo, — BRIPYrajics MyXXKYMHA, OCTAHOBUB JIOIIA/Ib.

OH TOPOIUIMBO CIIPBITHYJI C KOHsI, M K3TpHH, JIMIIMBIIMCH €r0 TEIJIOro Tesia, OYyBCTBOBAIA,
YTO CHOBA 3amep3aeT. ['pad ke TeM BpeMeHeM, He LIEPEMOHSICh, CTAIIIJI C €€ HOT CalloTy Y BBUTAJ
U3 HUX BOJY.
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— HeynuurenbHo, — mpopoHms1 Muitiesnb, — caniory NOJIHBL BOABL, 1a ¥ UYJIKH 110 KOJIEHO MOK-
pbie.

He pa3nymbiBasi, MykunHa CTSHYJI € Hee UysikH, U KaT B31porHysia, mouyBCTBOBAB €ro TEILIble
PYKH Ha CBOeil 0OHakeHHOU Koke. [IpHOTKpBIB pOT, OHA TIOPAKEHHO CMOTpea, Kak rpad MpUHSLICS
pacTupaTth JaJOHSIMU €€ HOTH.

— D10 NuuIHee, — npouenrtana KarpuH, nokpacHes.

— Ja? — BompocuTesibHO mocMoTpell Ha Hee Murnens. — Xouellb JUmuThess Hor? Yto x, Ha
BOIHE MHE ITPUXOJWIIOCH IIPOBOIUTH AMITY TALIUIO.

[Nomxas ryOsl, JeBYIIIKa HUYEro He OTBETUIIA, JIUIIb C O0JIerYeHreM MOYyBCTBOBAJA, KaK OHe-
MEBIIIE MaJIbLIBl BO3BpAIAIOTCS K *)1U3HU. Korna ¢ pactrpanneM ObLI0 IOKOHYEHO, rpad 3aBepHYT
ee HOTU B IIEpPCTsIHbIe TIOKPbIBaJia, KOTOPBIE B3sJI C COOOH SIBHO HE JJISl 9TOH IeU. YCTPOUBIIUCH
CHOBA 32 CITMHOM JIEBYIIKH, MUIIIENIb HEOBOJILHO MPOOYpYa €il OYTH B YXO:

— Haperoce, ThI O0JIBIIE HE JOCTABUILL MHE XJIOMOT?

— Cnacu60, — mpomMsiMiIMia B oTBeT K9TpuH, clierka B3porHyB.

16 rnaBa

KaTpuH cockosb3Hyna ¢ Jomany 1 ollyTria, Kak OHEMEBIIIE HOTH 00JaJ1o OOJIBIO MTPU COTIPHU-
KOCHOBEHMH C 3ajie[IeHEeBIIel 3eMiieid. BBIMOKINYI0 MouyBy OBICTPO OKyTaja JiefsiHas KPOMKa, W
Ternepb BCe BOKPYI Mepuano. [TyTHMKM OCTaHOBMIIMCH y MOCTOSJIOTO ABOPA, KOTOPBIM MOXOJWIT Ha
3a0polleHHbIN. BhiBeTIIast BRIBECKA HaJl BXOJOM pacKaunBajiach Ha BETPY, U3/1aBasi yKaCHbIN CKPUII,
Y TYCKJIBIA CBET MCXOIWJI JIMILb U3 MAJEHbKOrO OKOHIA. X035€Ba, BUJAMMO, COBCEM HE OXKHIAIU
MOCTOSUIBLIEB B TAKYIO MOrOy, IOTOMY HE CIIEIIWIM HaBCTpeuy rocTsM. Mullenb caM HeTeprearBo
MOCTYYaJl KyJIaKOM IO JIBEPH, U CITyCTsI BpEMs Ta CO CKPEKETOM MPUOTKPbLUIAC.

— Mecr HeT, — nocblacs KapKaolyuid MyKCKOU T'0JI0C, ¥ HETrOCTEITPUMMHBII XO35IMH I0CIIe-
IIIWJI CHOBA 3aTBOPUTS JiBepb. Ho rpad He nmo3Bosuil U, MOACTaBUB HOT'Y, PACKPBLI €€ CUJIbHEE.

— A ecnu 5 3ariady BJIBOIHe, Haiijiete?

KT pasrisiena B qBepsiX HEBBICOKOTO MY)KYMHY B JJIMHHOH TOXKENTEBIIENH HOUHYIIIKE, KOTO-
PbI 33/[yMUYHBO ITOYEChIBAJI OPOBb, BHUMATEJILHO B3Upasi HA TOCTEH.

— Tak 4ro? — notopornui ero Murtenb. — Vjin MHe noucKaTh Apyroe mpucTaHuiie?

— Ectb 01Ha KOMHaTa Ha yepriake, HO OHa TeCHasi U He MpeJHa3HaueHa Jyisl OCTOSIbLEB, Ja U
KpOBaTh TaM y3Kasi, — pa3BeJl pyKaMu XO35IMH, IPOIyCKasl ITyTHUKOB B JIOM.

— INoaxonut, — cormnacuics, AOJITo He pa3ayMbiBas, rpad, u Katpun nociymHo nocienosania
3a HUM. — TOJNBKO OfesIo M MOAYIIKY ellle mpuHecuTe. M oTyKMHATh Mbl Obl HE OTKa3aiuch. [la, u
0 JIOIIAJSAX 03a00THTECh.

— Ceituac pa30yxKy KeHy M y3HaIo, UTO U3 efbl octanock. OHa MpUHECeT YXUH B KOMHATY, —
OTBETWJI XO35IMH, TPOBOXkasi TOCTEN.

[TopHsABIIMCH TO Y3KOI JIECTHUILIE HA YeplaK, MyKYMHA OCTAHOBUWJICSI B TEMHOM, TECHOM KOPH-
Jope M yKasas MyTHUKaM Ha JBepb. MHUIeb BOIIEN MepBbIM, M 3a0paB U3 PyK XO35MHA JIAMITY,
MOCTaBUII €€ Ha cTosl. KTpHH ToXke, He criela, HalpaBuiach BHYTpb. [efCTBUTENbHO, KOMHATYILIKA
OKa3aJlaCh TECHOM, B HEH C TPYJIOM IMOMENIAJIUCh CTapasi OMHOMECTHAs KPOBaTh U HEOOJBIION CTOJ
co crynoM. Cpasy ke AeBylIKa 3a/lyMajach, KaK 3/1eCb OHU CMOT'YT PAacIONIOKUTHCS BABOEM U IJie €
npuzercs cnatb? EctecTBeHHO, rpad Ha mpaBax 3HaTHOM 0COOBI 3aiiMeT noctelb, a Katpun B pac-
MOPSIKEHHE I0CTAHETCs MbUTLHBIN IEPEBSHHBIN 10J1, HA KOTOPBIN M MOCTEIUTH-TO HEYEro.

Bckope B KOMHaTe pas3jascs CTyK, ¥ IEByIIIKa, CKPOMHO YCTPOUBINASCS Ha CTYyJIe, XoTesa ObUIo
MOJTHSATHCSI, YTOOBI OTKPHITH JBEPb, HO MUIIIENh OTIEpeInII €€, TPOMKO CKOMAaH/I0BaB:

— Boiiaure!

TyT ke B KOMHaTe MOsBUJIACh MOJTHAS JKEHILMHA C TOJHOCOM B pyKax, a CJIEI0M 3a HEil BOILE
XO35IMH C TOCTeNbl0. MyKUMHa TOPOIUIMBO TMOJIOKWII OAESUIO M MOAYIIKY Ha KPOBaTh M MOCHEIINII
yaaauThes. TOYHO Tak e MOCTYNUJIA U €r0 CYIpyra, IOCTaBUB Ha CTOJ €1y.
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BarsinyB Ha 3aneueHHbIN KapTodesib U OKOPOK, K3TpuH novyyBcTBOBasIa, Kak y Hee OT rojiona
CBEJIO XkeNMynoK. ['pad mMomva mogomesn K CToiny , B3sB IMYCTYIO TapesiKy, MOJOXKUI B Hee J0OpOT-
HBII KYCOK MsICa, [OC/Ie Yero MOCTaBUII e Nepejl JEBYILIKOM, BeleB ecTb. KIT, mokpacHeB, MaxHyJ1a
T'OJIOBOM M CKPOMHO OTIIMITHYJIA KyCOUeK X pycTsiero xjaeda. OHa Oblia ronofHa, HO B IPUCYTCTBUM
MYKUUHBI KyCOK OTUEro-To He Jie3 el B ropsio. CbhbeB HEMHOTO Msica U KapTodesisi, IeByIlIKa BEpHyJIa
TapeJIKy Ha MOJHOC M MOIHSIACh U3-3a CTONA. 3aMETUB, YTO OHA MPAKTUYECKU HE MPUTPOHYNIACH K
ene, Muiiesnb HeJOBOJIbHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Crnenymommii mpriemM NIy OyaeT He CKOpO, Mbl Ye/IeM Ha paccBete U godepemcs JI0 MecTa
TOJIBKO K BEUepy.

— Cnacu6o, 51 cbita, — oTBeTUIa K9TpHH 1, HAOpaBIIMCh CMEJIOCTH, CIpochia: — Tak Mory s
y3HaThb, Ky/la Bbl MEHs Be3ere?

— HeBaxHo, — Opocii My’K4rHa, BEPHYBILHCH K Tpariese.

To, 4yTO OHM HampaBIAIOTCS HE B 3aMOK, KaT noHsiiia 1aBHO. CIIUIIKOM YK I0THI Iy Th IPOJAE-
JIany, a BJIaJIeHUs TpaMHU HAXOAWJIMCh HENOZIAJIEKy OT Jieca, KOTOPblii OHM MMHOBAJIU 11OCJIE MONY-
nHs. Ho Bce e AeBylIKy oueHb TpeBOxmIIa HeusBecTHOCTh. Kyna Beset ee rpacd? He permn nu o
yrieub Kot B TIoppMy 3a youiictBo O6para? Eciu Tak, TO 3TO CyaMT eil Hen30eXHYI0 CMepTh, Belb 3a
yOUICTBO 3HATH BUHOBHBIN Cpa3y ke MPUroBapuBaeTcsl K KasHW. KaTpuH npencraBuia, Kak Ha ee
IIe10 HAKUJIBIBAIOT YAABKY, ¥ B3IPOTHYJIA, OIYTHB MYpAILKH yXkaca, mpodexasiiue rmo teay. Otro-
HsIsl CTPAlTHbIE MBICIH, OHA CXBATUJIA OJESUIO M IPUHSIACH PACCTHIIATH €ro Ha 1moiy. W TonbKko Obu1o
AEBYIIKa coOpaJiach Jieub, KakK JI0 Hee JOHECCs XOJIOJHBIN royoc rpada:

— Yo T8I Aenaenib? Jloxuck Ha MOCTEb.

— Ho BbI... — pactepssHHO ckoHpy3uIach Kar.

— MHe He MpUBBIKaTh CIIaTh Ha 3emJie, — Opocril Mulliesib, OTBEPHYBILIUCH.

— Ho u g He npuydyeHa Kk u3nuuiecTBaM, — Bo3paswia KaTpuH, He noHuMas, 3a4eM eMy 3Ta
M0OE3HOCTh, KOTJIa OH COOMPAETCsl OTIIPABUThH €€ Ha CMepPTh.

— Ecnu Bo3Hamepuiiach CIiopuTh, TO HaIlpacHo. Jlyudlie norparbh 3T0 BpeMsl Ha COH, — OTpe3al
rpag, NoAHUMASACH U3-3a CTOJIA.

OnonocHyB pykM B Ta3WKe, OH BBIXBATWJI Y JIEBYILIKH MOAYIIKY U IIBBIPHYJI ee Ha noi. [locne
Yero CTalllWl Carlory U ynercs Ha ozesiio. Kat pactepsHHO noTtonranach Ha MECTe U, BCE ke CMU-
PUBIINCH CO CBOEH Y4acThio, yCTpomsach Ha Kpoat. Ho cOH K Hell Tak u He mien. Mbiciu o Oyay-
IIEM BUXPEM KPYXKMWIUCh B rojoBe. OHa He XOTea OTBEYaTh ;KMU3HBIO 32 TO, YEro HE COBEpLIAJA.
OTa HeCHpaBeUIMBOCTD BbI3bIBAJIa BOJIHY MpoTecTa B ayie aeBymku. C yero Bapyr Katpun mo co6-
CTBEHHOU BOJIe JOJDKHA MITH Ha cCMepTh? A Kakoi y Hee BbiOop? Eciiu 661 Muiiienib He yrposkalt Jiec-
HUKY, BO3MOXHO, TOTJIa OHA TMOMbITanack Obl 6exaTb. HO OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 32 JOOPOMYIIHOTO CTa-
puka BbiHyAMIa Kot ocratbes. A uto pepxur ee tenepb? Huuero!

3aravBHINMCh, [EBYILKA MPHUCIyIIANach K 3ByKaM B KOMHare. U, yJoBUB pOBHOE AbIXxaHue
rpacda, peumia, 4to oH cnut. Mosr KaTpun cynopoxHo cooOpaskall, BHIPHCOBBIBAs TUIaH modera.
Ecnu ceiiuac eii ynactcsi BBIOpaTbCsl M3 JIoMa HE3aMEUeHHOM, TO BO JJBOPE OHA CMOXET OTBICKATh
JIOIIa/Ib U Ha Hell CKPHIThCA. A Korja Muliiesns Ha paccBeTe OOHApYKUT ee ucuesHoBeHue, Karpun
Oyner yxe najieko. Bo3aMOXHO, 3T0 MOC/IeJHUI IIAHC Ha CIIACCHUE.

Menuth 1 0OOYMBIBATh JIETAIM y Hee He ObLJI0 BpEeMEeHH, I03ToMY, He Jiblma, K3t omycrina
HOTHY ¢ KpoBatu. M CHOBa MpuUCITyIIaBIIMCh, OHA He OOHApPYXWJIa HUKAKUX M3MEHEHWH B JbIXaHUH
rpacga. Torma, codpaBIIMCh C TyXOM, JEBYIIKa BCTAlA U HA LBITIOYKAX HAMPaBWIACh K BBIXOAY, IO
ITyTH OCTOPO’KHO YXBATHB CBOM IIAILl, TOKOUBLIMIICS HAa CIMHKE KpoBaTH. [puranack KaTpuH cji0BHO
MBIIIIKA, HE U3/1aBasi HU €IMHOIO 3BYKa, JaKe IePeBsSHHbBIE [IOJIOBULIBI HE CK PUIIEITH TIO]] €€ CTYTTHSMM.
Paccrosinuie ot kpoBatu 10 nocteny Muitienst Ha oty ObUIO MU3EPHBIM, U €l IIPUXOJUIOCH CTYIIATh
10 OZIHOM Jioimeuke. HarpspkeHue HOCTHITIO Mpesena, U IeBYIIKa Crblaga OueHrne COOCTBEHHOTO
cepana, 00sCh, YTO STOT HEMCTOBBIN CTYK MOXeT pa3OynuTth rpada. M koraa oHa, HaKOHel, JOCTHIIa
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JBEpH, TO TIOUYBCTBOBaJIa Hemasoe odsneryenue. Ho tonbko KatpuH yxBatuiach 3a pydky, Kak ee
IIMKOJIOTKY MEPTBOM XBAaTKOM CiKaJjia ropsiuasi pyka, U CJIyX pe3aHyJ 37I0M rojioc:

— TonbKko mocMel BHIATH OTCIOA, U TO OyAyT MOCIEAHUE Iark B TBOSH KU3HU !

17 rnaBa

—41... a1 B yOOpHYI0, — 3aMKasich, poMsaMiimia KaTpuH 1 momnsiTasach 0CBOOOAUTb HOTY W3
Kpenkux THCKoB. Ho B 0TBeT rpad Jiuiib cusibHee Ckall Masiblibl, HABEPHSKA OCTABUB CJIeIbl Ha OesIoit
KOXKe.

— a Heyxemu? — nmpoOypual OH HEIOBEPUYHBO.

— Bbl mo3Bonute? — cripocuia AeByIlKa, CHOBa JepHyB Hory. Cepaile ¢ ryJoM Bpe3anoch B
pedpa, 3acTaBiisist KPOBb C MOTHUEHOCHON CKOPOCTBIO PAa3HOCUTHCS TIO TeTy U MyJIbCUPOBATh B BUC-
Kax.

— IIpunercs noteprieTs 10 yTpa BO UCKJIOUEHHUE rodera, — oTpe3an Muiliens, Bee elle He pas-
KHMasi MajbleB.

—Ho... — Bce BHyTpu K31 060pBanock, nocneqHsss Haaexkaa Ha CllaceHue KaHyJla BO MpakK.

— Jloxuch cniathb!

— BbI Be3eTe MeHsI HEU3BECTHO Ky/ia, YIpoxaeTe, Ja ellle 3acTaBisieTe TepreTh eCTeCTBEHHbIE
HYX/Ibl, — B30opBasiach KaTpuH oT Bo3MyIlleHus1. — BaM He KaxeTcsi, 4To Jaxe C )KUBOTHBIMHU oOpa-
HIAI0TCS JIydlie?

— Mow XUBOTHbIE MOKHYT IO/ IOXKJEM, — )KECTKO YCMEXHYJICSl MyX4rHa. — B TO Bpems Kak
TeOe MO3BOJICHO CMaTh B KPOBATH.

— 0-0-0! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa JEBYIIKA, C CWIOW PBaHYB HOTY, U UyTh HE ylaja, yAapUBLIKCh O
CTeHy. — DTO Tak OJIarOpoIHO C BaIllell CTOPOHBI. Tereps 51 B HEOIUIATHOM JIONTY Tepes Bamu, Bara
Ceemnoctb. He 3Hato gaxe, Kak OmaronapuTs!

— Bynp Gnmaropa3zymHa u Iepku CBOM sI3bIK 32 3y0amu, — 3apblyaj Mullielib, BCKOYMB Ha HOTH.
Tenepb OH ycTparaoiend TeHblo HaBucal HaJ K9TpH, HO 0TYEro-To 3710CTh M HETOJOBAHUE HE 03~
BOJISUIU B3AITh CTPaxy Bepx.

— WNuaue yro? CHoBa Bbimopete MeHsi? Jlymaere, ecTh MbITKA cTpariHee cMeptu? — Katpun
B3JICpHYJIa TOJIOBY, 3aMETUB, KaK HEUCTOBO B TEMHOTE CBEPKAIOT €ro Ij1a3a. «Yero oTkiaapBarh, —
oOpedyeHHO moayMayia JeBymika. — [IycTh 3aBepIIMT HavyaToe M COOCTBEHHOPYUYHO yObeT. Bee xe
JydIlie, 4eM CMepTh Ha BHCEJHIIE TIePe/l TONMON pa3bsipeHHbIX JIOACH |»

— Hymaelnb, Tl 3Haelllb 4TO-TO O cMepTu? — rpad nopomes BIUIOTHYIO, M1 K9TpuH Henpous-
BOJIbHO BXKaJIach B CTEHY. — Bam, HAMBHBIM JTIOAMIIKAM, OHA KaXKETCs MTHOBEHHEM, — €T0 ToJIoC 3Be-
HEJI CJIOBHO JIeASTHOM MeTayl1. — Ho Thl M MOHSITUS HE MMeelllb, YTO 3HAYUT MOJIUTh O CMEPTH, KOTAa
BCE TBOM BHYTPEHHOCTH PACTEKAIOTCs MO 3emiie psjgoM ¢ ToOoi. He 3Haemb, kakast KyTkas O0Jb
pa3pbIBaeT MO3T, KOr/ia Tepsielllb BCe YacTH Tea. . .

— MHe Hu K yeMy 3To 3HaTh! — BHIKpUKHYJIa KaT, Xkenas 3axarh yim pykamu, YToObl HE CITbl-
IIaTh €r0 YKAacaloIuX CJIOB.

— Her yx, noporyia, — ctajbHble MaJIbLIBI MYKUUHBI CKAJM €€ MOAO0OPOIOK, MPUITOAHUMAS
JIMIIO BBEPX. — ThI TAK MHOTO paccyX/Jaellb O CMEPTH, IO CyTH, Jake He 3Hasi, 4To 3T0. Tak 3aroMHu:
€CJIM s pellly JIMIINUTH TeOs KU3HU, TBOU KOHell OyzeT ajoM. [Toatomy sydine He 311 MeHs1!

— Bbl HUUeMm He syuliie, 4eM Balll. .. — B TIOCJEJHIO ceKyHIy KSTpuH ycrniena mprKycuTh si3bIK,
HE OTJaBasi OTYETa CBOMM CJIOBaM. B I71a3ax cTosiyim ciie3bl, a Koxa IMojl ero najbliamu ropena. B cre-
AYIOIIUI MHT OH CIIaBUJI €€ YeNIOCTb TaK, YTO OHA YCIIBIIIANA XPYCT COOCTBEHHBIX KOCTEH, 1 KaJIOOHO
3aCTOHAJIA.

— He nyuine, yem K1o? — JIeIsTHON TOJIOC MY KUYMHBI PE3aHYJI €€ CIyX, a NbUIAIOIIHE I1a3a Jaxe
B TEMHOTE OOXKHIaJIN IPOCTHIO.

— Hukro, — nuckHyna AeByIIKa, 9yBCTBYs, YTO HAYMHAET 3aIbIXaThCs OT CTpaxa.

— JloroBapwuBaii! — morpedoBan Mulienb, ¥ €ro pyka CKOJIb3HYJIA K ee IIiee.

— Ilyctute, — mpolenTana JeByIlIKa B OTYasTHAM, OIIYIIasi, KaK TOpJIo CAABUIIO 0 OONu.
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— I'oBopu! — nponosmxkan rueBHO HactauBath OH. M KaTpuH B ykace BCIOMHIIIA TOT pOKOBOM
MoMeHT B komHate ['abpuass. [Toxoxke, u crapmuii Opat ceituac Ha rpanu 6e3ymusi. CTpax BHIBOpa-
YKMBaJI BCE BHYTPH, 3aCTaBJIsAs AyIly METaThCs B MaHUKe, U K9TpuH, oXBaueHHas y:kacoM, He 3HaJa,
KaK CIacTHUCh.

— Ilyctute, MHe G0BbHO! — 3aKpUYaa JIeByIIKa, BCXJIUITHYB. — Bbl MeHs myraere!

Ero nasiblisl pe3ko pa3:xajiick, 1, ¢ IIyMOM BTsSIHYB BO31yX, KT ocena Ha mon. ['pyqHas kietka
B3JbIMAJIaCh TaK, YTO Ka3aJoCh, Celvac cepille BHIPBETCS Hapyky. A Tello mpoOupaia JeasHas
APOXb.

BripyraBimce, rpad TSKeIbIMU IIaraMy HapaBUJICs K JBEPH, M Uyepe3 CEKyH/Iy OHa C TPOXO-
TOM 3aXJIONHYJAch 32 HUM. [lo 3aTymaHeHHOro co3HaHusl KaTpuH JoHeccs IeTYoK JBEpHOro 3aMKa,
1 B ITyOOKOM OTUasTHIM JEBYIIKA OCO3HAJIA, YTO €i He yIaCTCsI BBIPBATHCS U3 9TOM MPAYHOU KJIETKH.

Cre3bl ropsTIUMU TIOPOKKAMK 000K 1 O€3 TOro Mbliatoiiye meku. OHa nprskaia qpoxariie
JIAJJOHU K JIMITY, MBICJIEHHO criparmBast ceOsi: «Uto ke co MHOu OyneT?». ['pyab pa3pbiBai oTYasH-
HBI BCXJIMII, & TEJIO COTPSICAJIOCHh OT PhIIaHUi, MO0 CTpax U3-3a HEOMpeIeJeHHOro OyaylIero myrai
oonblie, yeM cmeptsh. [a u Teneps KT 3Hamna, yro naxe ee cmepts He Oyner jerkoit. CrapaHusiMu
rpacda cama K13Hb Bcelisiia B IEBYIIKY UKW yXac.

Omna nponomkana CUIeTh, PHKaB KOJIEHU K TPYAH, C HAJIEKION Ha TO, YTO PACCBET CETOHS He
HACTYIHUT, IOTOMY YTO C BOCXOZIOM COJIHIIA €f CHOBA MPHUJIETCS BCTPETUThCS ¢ MuIIeseM, B KecTo-
KOCTH KOTOPOTO JIEBYIIIKA YK€ He COMHeBatach. Bo3MOXHO, ceiiyac OH M He OIPEe/ICNIUIICS C €€ aJlb-
Heel cyap0oi, HO 9TO HUCKOJIBKO He ycrokanBaio KaTpuH, Tak Kak HaXOXJICHUE PSAIOM C HUM
OBbLJIO CPOHU CHJICHUIO Ha MIOPOXOBOW OOUYKe, KOTOopasi B OO0 MOMEHT MOKET B30OPBAThCHI.

Bormpeku Hanesxnam Kat, iepBbie J1yuu Bee ke MPOOMIIMCh CKBO3b ILEJH B IEPEBSIHHOU KPBIIIIE.
W ¢ 3amupanreM cepalia oHa NPUHSAJIACH KAaTh, KOrna 3a Heil iBuTcs rpad. Camoil BbICYHYThCS U3
KOMHATBI €l He XBaTaJIo CMEeJIOCTH, J1a ¥ JBepb OblTa 3arepra. Ho crpax oTToro, 4ro cHoBa npuaeTcs
HAXOJUTHCS C HUM HaelMHE B 3aMKHYTOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE, 3ACTABUJI €€ MOAHATHCS Ha HOTH.

K nemanomy ynuenenuio KoTpuH, 3aMOK OKazajicsi He3alepThiM, W, cOOpaB CBOM Bellly,
AEBYIIKA MOCHENIHO MOKMHY/A KOMHATY, C KOTOPOH y Hee He aCCOIMMPOBAJIOCh HUYETO XOPOIIEro.
Ha nectHuiie oHa BCTpeTuiia pa3pyMsIHUBIIYIOCS XO3MKY ITOCTOSIONO ABOPA, U Ta JIIOOE3HO MpUTIIa-
cuina Kot Ha 3aBTpak. B oTBer AeByIika BbiaBuia GrarofapHyio YJIbIOKy, TOHUMAsI, 9TO ecu rpad
TaM, TO €l ¥ KyCOK He IojIe3eT B ropsio. Muiness He oKa3ajoch B jome. KaTpuH 1o 1 ieso Beprena
rOJIOBOM, YTOOBI HAWTH €r0, HO TOT TaK U HE OOBSABUIICS.

CnenaB HECKOJIBKO ITIOTKOB TEILUIOrO MOJIOKA, KT He cMorya 3acTaBuTh ce0si OOJIbIie HUYEro
cbecTh. HeB3upasi Ha oTcyTcTBHE Tpaca, ammeTuT Harpodb OCTaBUI ee. PellrB He UCIBITHIBATDH
cyabOy, OTTATMBasi BpeMsl, IEBYIIIKA TOTHSIACH M3-32 CTOJA U, MOOJIaroAapyB KeHIIMHY 32 3aBTPaK,
HarpaBuiach Ha yauily. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa KYTKYIO ClIa0OCTh B KOJICHSIX, €€ HOT'M OyATO He KeJasu
W/ITH, HO, BCE K€ TIOAaBUB CBOM cTpax, KaTpuH pacnaxHyna qBepsb. ..

Henonaneky ot noma Kat 3amerria Muriiesns u onrytusia 60JIe3HEHHBIN TOTUOK IoJ] peOpaMu.
OH 3anpsirai jomasiei, He oopaliasi HUKakoro BHUIMaHUs Ha Hee. PacTepsiBIIMCD, IEBYIIIKA He 3HAJIA,
Kak e¥l ObITh, BeJb TIOIONTH K HEMY He XBaTajio cMesiocTH. OHa CKOH(YKeHHO MepeMUHAIACh C HOTU
Ha HOTy, MoKa rpad He B300pajics Ha cBOero KoHsi. M OyATo TONBKO Ternepb MyKUMHA 3aMETUTT ee
MPUCYTCTBUE, CMEPUB B3IJISIIOM, OT KOTOpOro y KaTpuH 3acTbuia KpoBb B BEHaX.

18 rmaBa

KorbiTa n0111aae#i B TakT OTOMBAIIM CTYK T10 POMEP310id 3emMJie, M KaTpuH yapydyeHHo ciymaia
9TU MeJIonuuHbIe 3ByKH. OHa 4yyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl y’KacHO; OECCOHHAsl HOUb CKa3aJiach OOJNE3HEHHBIM
MYJILCUPOBAHUEM B TOJIOBE, a TEJIO TYJeJI0 ¥ HbUIO. MHUIlesb, CIOBHO M03a0bIB TIPO CITYTHUILY, THAT
CBOETO KOHSI PBICIION, U 3TO JIOCTABJISIO AEBYIIIKE UCTUHHOE My4eHue. Kot Tpscnack B ceqyie, TUXO
MIOCTaHbIBasl, 1 MBICJICHHO MPOKJIMHATAa HEHABUCTHYIO Toe3/Ky. ['pad momuan, He 0OMOJIBUBIIKCH
C HeW W CJIOBOM; HaJ HUM CJIOBHO HaBUC/A cepasi, xmypasi TeHb. I Katpun ¢pusuuecku oiyinana
HarpspKeHue, UCXofisiiee oT My X4rHbl. OHa jkaJiesia O HOUHOH CThIUKe, pyraia ce0si 3a TO, YTO COBEp-
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IIMJ1a TIIYTOCTh, OCMEMBIIKCH Ha 1oder. OIHAKO 3TO He CHaclio ee, a JIMIIb YCyryOuIIo MOJIOKEeHHE.
Teneps xe Oyayinee Myrauio CHjbHee MPekHero.

KstpuH 1O 1 A€o0 cMoTpena Ha HeOO, MBITasCh ONPEAEIUTbh BPeMs, HO COJTHIIE MPAKTHUECKH
HE MOKAa3bIBaJIOCh M3-3a Ty4. MHUIIesb TOBOPUII, UTO 10 MECTa OHU JOOEPYyTCsl BEYEPOM, HO «JIONTO-
KJaHHBII» Beuep Tak M He HacTynal. M K 3axofy COJHIIA IeBYIIKA MOBAIMIACH HA TPUBY JIOIIAIH,
MeuTasi O TOM, YTOOBI € My4eHHsI IOCKOpee MPEKPATHIIHCh.

B3npornyB, neByIika NOYyBCTBOBANA, KAK KTO-TO MOTSHYJ €€ 32 TAJIMIO, CTACKUBAsI C KOOBUIBI.
[Noxosxe, OHa 3a/ipeMasia ¥ OCTAaTOK ITyTH He Bujea. Terneps ke BOKPYT Hapuia rycrast Ho4b, U JIUIIb
ropsimue (pakesbl OCBEIAIN CUITYST HE3HAKOMOT'O 3/1aHUS.

— Mosxelb CTosATh Ha HOTax? — MOCJIBIIIAJICS] COBCEM PSIIOM HE3HAKOMBIN MYKCKO# rosoc. U B
OTBET OHa MOJIOKUTENILHO MaXHYJIa FOJIOBOM, HATIPSTasl 3pEHHUE, YTOOBI JIyUIlle pACCMOTPETh CTOSIIIIETO
PSIIOM YesioBeKa.

— Xopollo, Torja cjiefiyil 3a MHOM, — ITPOM3HEC MOJIOAON MY KUMHA, HAITPaBJISISACh K 3AaHuI0. OH
ObLT BHICOK M KOPEHACT, JIa)ke CBOMMHU BHYIIUTEJbHBIMUA pa3MepaMy HAOMUHAJ OTPOMHYIO CKaly.
KaTprn mMonva mociesoBaia 3a HE3HAKOMIIEM, O3MpPasich IO CTOPOHaM B MoMcKax rpada. Ho toro
HE OKa3aJIoCh B TOJIE 3pEHUsI, M €r0 KOHSI JIEBYIIIKA TOXe He oOHapyxwmia. Cpasy xke B Ayllie 3apoiu-
Jlach TPEBOra: Tak Kyza Bce-Taku ee npuse3 Muiiesns? [locnientHo 1orHaB My xunHy, Katpun tuxum
r'OJIOCOM MTOMHTEPECOBAIACK:

— Ilpocrute, a Mbl rae?

— MHe He BesieHO ¢ TOOOM pa3roBapuBaTh, — MOXKaJl HIMPOKUMHU IJIe4aMHU HE3HAKOMEII.

JleByIiIka ¢ g0ocajIoii momkaa ryosl, MeITasiCh pa3risAeTh MECTO, KyAa ee mpuBesiu. M, k cBo-
eMy o0JIeryeHu10, OHa 3aMeTHJIa, YTO 3[JaHKe COBCEM He MOXOIMIIO Ha TIOPhMY, a CKOpee HAaTTOMUHAJIO
nomectbe. Myskunna 3aBen KT B oM uepe3 Kpbulo, peiHa3HaueHHOE [Isl PUCIyTry. B cronb no3 -
Hee BpeMsl TaM OKa3aJioCh JI0OBOJIHO TEMHO, M UM HE BCTPETHJIACh HU eAuHas kuBas ayma. Katpun
BHUMAaTEJIbHO pacCMaTpUBaJIa JUTMHHBIN KOPUJIOP, CTAPAsCh 3aIOMHUTH JJOPOTY.

Omna oxuzana, 9To ee CHOBa 3arpyT B MOBAJIE HIIH YTO-TO IO00HOT0 poaa. Ho neByiika HUKaK
HE MOIJIa TTPEATONOKUTb, UTO €€ MTPOBOIAT B MPOCTOPHYIO, YIOTHYIO KOMHATY, B KOTOPOH BESUIO NPH-
SITHBIM apOMaToM ejibl. BTsiHyB craakuii 3amax, Kot cpasy ke mouyBCTBOBasIa MPOTECT B3OYHTOBAB-
IIErocst KeMyJKa: BCe JKe OHa KYTKO MPOroJiofiaiach M BBIMOTAJIACH 34 JIEHb.

— JloOpoii HOuM, — TOXeaaJl My)KYMHA U, OPOCHB Ha Hee JIOOOMBITHBIN B3I/, CKPBUICS 32
nsepbio. M1 KaTpuH, B3OpOrHyB, ycibilaia MeayoK 3aMKa. 3HaYWT, ee CHOBa 3arnepi. Uto K, 1o
KpaiHel Mepe, B 3TOT pa3 He BCE TaK ILIOXO.

KomHara okazanach O0MBIIION 1 TETUION; OHA SIBHO MpeiHa3HAYaIaCh He IS IPUCTyri. B 1ieH-
Tpe pacrionarajiach OrpoMHasi KpoBaTh, Ha KOTOPOH, Ka3ajaoch Obl, MOIJIO pa3MECTUTHCS HE MeHee
nATH yenoBek. [loctenp Obula 3acTesieHa JOPOrMMU IETKOBBIMH MOKpbiBaslaMu. KaT ¢ Hacnmaske-
HHUEM IpOBeJia JIaJOHbIO 10 HEKHOM OeIoW TKAHU U CO CTHIIOM OTIEPHYJIA TPS3HYIO PYKY, MOOOSIB-
mMch 3amapathb ee. OHa oOBesia B3IJIS10M KOMHATY M, 4yTh HE BOCKJIMKHYB OT PaIoCTH, OOHApYKUJIa
HOYHOM TOPIIIOK ¥ YaH ¢ Bopoi. [IpuciymaBmmcs K 3ByKam 3a JBEpbio M YOAUBIIUCh, YTO TaM THXO,
JEBYIIKA CKUHYJA ¢ ce0sl TPSI3HYI0 OfIEK Y, MOCIIe Yero HarpaBuiIach K yMbIBajbHe. B3sB O0bIION
AYIIUCTBIA KYCOK MbLIa, OHA CKaJla ero AByMs PyKaMu Y MOJHSIIA K HOCY, BTATUBas MPSHbINA apoMart.
[NonoGHas pockolb OblTa HEAOCTYITHA IS TIPUCITYTH, TIOITOMY, HACIaKAasiCh HE3HAKOMBIMH 3aria-
xamu, KT naxe npukpbuia riasa.

OmnycTuB pyKH B TEIUTYIO BOAY, IEBYIIIKA TUXO 3aMypJIbIKaja OT yIOoBOJIbCTBUS. [loTemMHeBIme
HOI'TH Ha (poHe OeNoro TasuKa Ka3aliuch JO HENPUIMUMs Ips3HbIME. Bass metky, Katpun npuns-
JIach SIPOCTHO OTTUPATh YEPHOTY C TeJla M OCTAHOBUJIAChH, JIMIIH KOT/IA ee KOXa Havyajia Oaroyxarb.
[okpacHeB, oHa OOHApYKWJIa MO HOraMyd OTPOMHYIO JIyXKYy U TOCHENTHO OpOCHIach €€ BBITUPAThH
CBOMIMU K€ BEIIAMH.

Korzaa ¢ MpiTheM ObLIO TOKOHUEHO, KSTpHH, 3aBepHYBIIHCH B MTOKPHIBAJIO, IPUHSIACH 32 €Y.
Ho, numis oTBe1aB HEMHOTO KapKOro, AEBYIIIKA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA HEMOMEPHYIO YCTATIOCTh M CO CTOHOM
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pyxHyJia Ha KpoBathb. [IpusiTHas Hera cpa3y ke pacTekJach 10 Telly, U, MJlesl Ha MATKOH nepuHe, Kot
MPUKpBLIA I71a3a, MOAYMaB, YTO €CJIU JJake TOT JIeHb CTAHET TMOCJIEAHUM, OHA HEe 0COO0 OTOPUYMTCS.

To 51 OT ycTanocTH, To i1 Ha (poHE MepeKUTOro, BOMPEKH MpeKpacHor oOcTaHoBKe, KaTpun
BCIO HOUb MYYMJIM KOIIMaphl. [IeByIKa MOCTOSIHHO MPOCHINAiach, yTUpasi co jida JeAsiHO! MOT, U’
CIIbIIIIANIA, KAK HEUCTOBO B TPYAM KOJIOTHTCS ceplie. TH CHbI ObUIM CTPAHHBIMU U CJIOBHO Teperiie-
TaJIUCh C SIBBIO. 3 TEMHOTHI IO HEe JOHOCUJIMCH T0JI0Ca, U OHA OTYEro-TO 3HaJla, YTO OHU NMPUHA-
nexar ['abpuamo, HO U3 Mpaka TosiBIsicss Muiniens. Yl pu Bujie ero rHEBHOTO JIMIIA e XOTeI0Ch
KpUYarh OT yXkaca...

[Mpobymunace Kot orToro, 4ro yciplmana CKBO3b COH IIEMYOK 3aMKa, W, IPUOTKPBIB I71a3a,
yBUJEJIA, KaK JBEPh MeUIEHHO OTBOpsieTcsl. KaTpuH 3aTamna ipixaHue, He 3Hasl, 4Yero OKMAaTh, HO B
KOMHATy IPOCKOJIb3HYJIa HEBBICOKAS! 0HASI IEBYILIKA.

— W3BunwmTe, 51 Bac pa3dynuiia, — MOKPacHeB, MPOMIMIIUIIA Ta.

— Bac, — Tuxo noBropuia KT, He moHUMast, moueMy K Hell Tak 0OpaIaiTcs.

— §1 npuHecna oexay U 3aBTPaK, — IPOM3HEC/IA HE3HAKOMKA, CJIOBHO HE 3aMETUB Y/IMBJICHUS
Ksrpun.

— Cnacu6o0, — orBetmia Kat, mpunoaHsBIINMCH B TIOCTENM, U, YBUIIEB, YTO BOIE/IIas COOMpa-
eTcsl yXOAUTh, OKJIMKHYJIA €€, CIIPOCUB:

— Ckaxwure, rae s1 HAXOXKYyCh?

BmecTo oTBeTa ciykaHKa MOTYNUIa B3I U MOCTIEIIHO I0PKHYJIA 32 IBEpb, CHOBA 3aIIEPEB €e.
K3T, npuKkocHYBIIMCH NAbIIaMU K TyOaM, 3ayMaliack: Ja, 3Ta KOMHATa Aajeko He TIoppbMa, Ho, 6e3
comHeHus, KatpuH B Hell ruieHHua. Tak oT4yero xe ee NocesuIv B TaKUX YCIOBHSX, a HE OIpese-
JIWIA B MOABAJI, KaK Y MOJIarajaoch?

[NonoGubie MbICTH He HaBajiu MOKoss. OHA HEOCO3HAHHO HATSHYNA BEIIU, TPUHECEHHBIE CITy-
’KaHKOH, ¥ TIOCMOTpeJia Ha eJy, HO rojiofia He MOYyBCTBOBaja. TpeBora Hampoyb OTOMIIA alIeTUT.
[IpekpacHO MoHUMasI, YTO IBEPh 3aKpbiTa, KSTpHH Bce paBHO Mojoluia K Hed, YTOObI IPOBEPUTD.
ITocne yero Hecmesno NocTyyana KyJlakoM, OAHAKO OTBETa He YCJIbIIIaa.

OcraTok JHSA JeBYIIKa MeTajlach [0 KOMHATe, U3y4uB €€ BAOJb U nonepek. Bpems TsaHysnoch
OECKOHEYHO JIONTo, a K Hel Tak HUKTO Oosbliie U He 3aimen. OroHb B KaMHHE J0TOpe elie yTPoM,
Y Tenepb BOKPYT Liapuia npoxiaga. HakuHyB Ha mjieun nokpbiBajiio, K3t cHoBa nocryvana B ABEpb.
Ona penmresbHO BO3HaMepHJIach MOTPe0OBaTh BCTPEUr ¢ rpadoM: IyCTh YK OOBSICHUT, UTO €€ KAET.
Bce nyuie, yem cBogsias ¢ yma HEM3BECTHOCTb.

19 rnaBa JIBepb OTKpbUIaCh, UL Koraa KaTpuH cOma Bee KyIaku 0 6e3IyIIHYI0 IePeBAIIKY.
W nepen Heli ¢ HEIOBOJIBHBIM JIMLIOM IPECTall MY KYMHA, KOTOPbII IIPUBEI €€ CIoJa.

— Yero cryuuib? — CIpocuii oH pazapaxeHHo. — CoBceM omnosioymesnia’?

— 51 Xouy nOroBopuTh € rpadoM... — JAEBYIIKA pacTepsIHHO 3allHYJ1ach, OCO3HAB, UTO COBCEM
He 3HaeT pamminu Mumens. — Hemennenso!

— OH BeJien ero He TPEBOKUTh, — OTMAXHYJICS HE3HAKOMEII, COOMPAsICh YXOAUTb.

— Toraa Gynpre 1OOPHI MIEpeaTh eMy, UTO sl He IIPUTPOHYCH K €71e, 10 TeX MOop MOKa ero CBeT-
JIOCTh HE y/IEIUT MHE HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, — ¥, HEMHOTO TotyMaB, K3t ¢ HacMmenikoii nob6asuia: — XoTs
9TO eMy OyJeT TOJBKO Ha PYKY.

Hwuuero He oTBEeTHB, MOJIOION MYX4KHA ynanuics, a Katpun obeccuieHHO pyxHyJia B Kpecso.
Ona nonumana, 4to Muiens BpsJ M COM3BOJMT MOYTUTh €€ CBOUM BU3UTOM. [la u ¢ yrposoi
JEBYyIIKa CMOPO3WJIa IIIYNOCTh: KaKoe eMy A€eJI0 O TOro, 4YTo OHa MOMpeT OT rojona. Eciu Tonsko
Oyner B yroay, u30aBUTCs OT HEHY:KHOro Oayuiacta. M 3T0 HeyaMBUTENbHO, MO0 rpad He CKPhIBAET
CBOEH HeNpusI3HU K yowuiilie Opata. [1ycTh gaxe 1 KOCBEHHO, HO OH BUHUT KaT. I OHa coBepiiieHHO
He MOHUMAeT, oueMy Mulliesib coxpaHui el xku3Hb. Vnm ke Bce Bnepeau?

JIBepHOI1 3aMOK CKpHUITHYJI, Korna Katpun apemaina, cuas B Kpecie, yKyTaBUIMCh B TOKPbIBAJIO.
Jlamriel B KOMHaTe JaBHO JOTOPEIIY, @ KAMUH TaK HUKTO M HE YI0CYXKUJICS pa3keub. OT 3TOro BOKpyr
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[apuia TEMHOTA, ¥ JIMIIb TYCKJIbIA CBET JIyHbI YCEPIHO IBITAJICS MPOOUTHCSI CKBO3b 3aKOJIOUEHHBIE
CTaBHH.

CHavana u3-3a ABEpH MOKA3JICS MEPUAIOIIHMIA CBET JIaMIIbl, a CJIEOM 332 HAM JeBYIIKa COH-
HBIMH IJIa3aMU pasriisiena camoro rpada. BHyTpH Bce BCKOJIBIXHYJIOChH, CIIOBHO BOCKJIMKHYB: «[1pu-
IIIeJ1», ¥ CTPax BMECTE C XOJIOOM TYT e MypallKamu IpoHeccs 1o Teity. Bckouus Ha Horu, Katpun
UCITyTaHHO YCTaBWJIaCh Ha MMUIIIeNs, U, CJIOBHO 3allMIIAsICh, OOHSIA PYKaMH MOKPBIBAJIO.

— Tobl TpeGoBaa BCTpeun? — CIPOCKII OH POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM, BOAPY3UB Jamiy Ha TymOy. — K
YyeMmy Takasi CpOYHOCTb?

Tenepb TeHb OKyTaa MyX4MHY, a K3T, HA000pOT, OCBETHJT MasTYMBILINIA CBET.

— Mewns 3aniepiu, He yIOCYXKUBIIUCH OOBSICHUTB, T€ 51 HAX0XKYCh, — IIPOMSIMIIMIIA PACTEPSHHO
JEBYIIIKA, TaK KaK BCE 3arOTOBJIEHHbIE CJIOBA BMUT PACCESLIHCh.

— A 0TYEero THl CYMTAEIIb, YTO KTO-TO 00s13aH TeOE 4TO-TO OOBSACHATH? — U3 TEMHOTHI JOHECCS
HACMELUTUBBIN Tos1oc Tpada. KaTprH He Moria BUAETh ero JIMIia, ¥ 3T0 ee Halpsrao.

— Jla, BBI 1paBbl, — COrIaCKIIach OHa, He pa3ayMbiBasi. — Ho qaxe denoBek, PUroBOPEHHBIN K
BHUCEJIUIIE, 3HAET O CBOEM MPHUTOBOpE. A sI IOHATHUS HE UMEI0, KaKasi y4acTh MEHs JKJeT.

— Vyacts? — nepecnipocusi Muiiiesnb, IarHyB U3 TeHH, U Teriepb K3T Morma nuie3persh 4acTb
€ro JIIIA, HO I71a3a TaK U OCTABAIUCH CKPBITBIMU. — OTIIPaBIATh TeOs1 Ha BUCEIUILY sl HE COOMPAIOCh,
1o KpaiiHeli Mepe B Onmkaiiinee Bpemsi. Hageloch, 310 Tes1 yCITOKOUT.

— He ycnokout, — mocrieniHo BbIaBWIIA JIEBYIIKA. — Bare perieHre Moxer ObICTpO u3Me-
HUTBCS, U 51 IOJDKHA 3HATH, OT YEro 3To OyleT 3aBUCETh?

— Tonbko OT TeOs1, MUIOUKA, — HACMEIIUTUBO OpOcKII rpad.

— Ot MeHs? — u3yMJIeHHO BckuHy/a OpoBu Katpun. — [To-MoeMy, OT MeHs 3/iech HUYEro He
3aBucuT! BBl y3HaMM MpaBay v Bce paBHO BUHUTE MeHs B cMepTu ['aOpuans. VI3MeHUTh 3TO MHE He
noxt cuity. M Bcero Jimiib 16510 BpeMeHH, KOT/ia Bbl HCIIOTHUTE MIPUTOBOP, KOTOPHIHA YK€ JaBHO MHE
BBIHECIIH.

— Tebe He kaxercsi, YTO Thl CJIMIIKOM MHOTO OoiTaemb? — oTpe3as Muilenb, arHyB ele
omxe. — OcoOEHHO 0 TOM, O YEM HE CTOMT.

— Ipomry mporeHus1, eciy Mosi TipaB/ia Bac 3a/1eBaeT, — OTBETHJIA OHA M IIarHyJia Ha3all, yre-
PEBIINCHh HOTaMU B KPECIIO.

— IlpaBna? — xonogHo yemexHysics rpad. — Thl cuutaennb, 4to Tede J03BOIEHO PacCykaaTh O
npaeae? Her, neBouka, ommbaenibes. Thl kuBa JIMIIb IO MOel MIJIOCTH. Y TIOBeph, TaKoW packJiajl
He O4eHb MeHs paayeT. [lymaenb, TBOsI HEBUHOBHOCTb UMeeT Kakoe-To 3HaueHue? Torma Tel Henc-
npaBuMa ryna. Thl ciocoOCTBOBaIa CMEPTH TOCIIOAMHA, B TO BpeMsl Kak 00s13aHa ObljTla BCSUECKH
sToMy mnomerars. Ho HeT, Thl mocMena mocYuTaTh, YTO TBOSI KHU3Hb LIEHUTCS KyAa BHIIIE, YEM €ro.
UYro x, Tak ToMy ¥ ObITh! TONBKO MOMHU: OHA He OyneT Jierkoi. Ku3Hp paObIHU HUKOTa He OyaeT
1ieHHee Ku3HU rpada. M 3To Thl, TOBEpPh, YCBOMIIIb.

— Bsl ommbaertech, — BCKPUKHY/IA OHA B OTYASIHUM, JI0 TIIYOWHBI AyIIM HAIyTaHHAsl €ro CJo-
BaMu. — {] He cumTalo cBOI kU3Hb Bbillle! OHA HE CTOUT Jaxe HOr'T: Barel cBerioctu! Ho Bel paBbl,
HUKOTO HE BOJIHYET MOsI HEBUHOBHOCTb, €C/I O 51 TOJbKO MOIJIA MPEJOTBPATUTh CIIyYUBILEECs, TO
caenana Obl 3TO, HEe pa3AyMbiBasi. DTO OblIa CIyYalHOCTb, BUAUT Bor, M M3MEHUTh 4TO-IMOO0 OKa-
3aJI0Ch He B MO BiacTu. V1 MoXkeTe He TpaTuTh HAMpPacHO Yrpo3bl — MOS KU3Hb U TaK HUKOTIA He
ObL1a JIerkou!

— He 3Hato, — nmponsnec rpad, oka3aBHIMch HapoTHB Hee. — OTKy/a B Tede CTONMBKO Aep30CTh?
To 1 oTTOrO, YTO HE OOMIIILCS CMEPTH, TO JIM OTTOTO, UTO Iynas? ToJbKO HE CTOMT MYCTHIMU CJIO-
BaMHM COTPSICaTh BO3/IYX; TBOE MHEHUE HE 3HAYUT HUYETO.

— He comueBaiock, — BoiaBuiia Katpus, B3iepHYB rojioBy, ¥ UX JIMIA OKA3aJIMCh B CAHTUMETPE
ApyT OT apyra. — Barie cioBo — 3akoH. Tak BenmTe: CMEpTh MHE WA MUJIOCT?

— OgHO OPOIUT HEJAJIEKO OT JPYroro, — OTBETHJI 3araakoi Muriesb. — [losTroMmy octeperaiics,
Mpex/e YeM BbIIaTh U3 CBOET0 MAJIIEHBKOTO PTa OUYEPEAHYIO TITyTOCTb.
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Ero B3misin ynan Ha ee ryObl, 1 KT HEeIPOM3BOIBLHO OTIIATHYNIACK, TOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK CEp/IE
nporycTtuiio ynap. OHa xotesa ObUIO OTCTYIHTh, HO MO3aJ1 HAXOAUIIOCh KPECIIo, a Criepeld MacCHB-
Has purypa rpacda. CTpax myIbCMpOBa B BUCKAX U C TUKUM IIyMOM T'yes B yiax. JleBymika noaru
ocena B Kpecyio, HO Kperkasi pyKa, yIepanllias €€ 3a JIOKOTb, He IT03BOJIMIIA OTAAJIUTHCS.

— Hapetoch, Th ycBOMIA ycrbliaHHOe? — yTOUHUI Muiienb, oOkurasi ee KOy CBOUM JIbIXa-
HUEM.

— YcBoua, — TONbKO U BblaBuiIa K9TpuH B3ApOrHyB.

— IpekpacHo! — kpuBas yabIiOKa KOCHYJach ero ry0. — Bripenp omacaiics, nmpexie 4eM 4ro-
00 cAenaTh WM CKa3aTh.

— Hert! — MoTHy/1a OHa roJioBOM, caep:kuBas MoAcTymnaoiye cie3sl. —CTpaliiHee Baieil HeHa-
BUCTH HET HUYETO.

— He mory He cornacurbcsi, — yCMEXHYJICSI My)KUYMHA el B Juio. — HeHaBUCTh ryOuTebHa BO
BCEX CMBICJIaX TOrO CJIOBA.

B crenyromnyio cekyHay ee ryObl HAKPBLT BJIACTHBIN pOT Tpada, CMUHAS WX KECTKUM TIOIe-
ayeM. B yxace KaTpun nonbitanach BHIpBaThCsl, HO CHJIbHBIE PYKH, CXKABIIUE I1JI€YH, HE TIO3BOJIHIIH
naxe MIeBeNbHYThcs. Horu JeByIKM OHEeMeNu OT CTpaxa, a cepiiie MpoOrUBaIo CKBO3b pedpa MyTh
K cBoOozie. ['yObI rpacdha CTAaHOBMIIMCH KECTUE, SI3BIK HAIJIO pa3IBUHY. 3yObl K9T, IpOHMKast BHYTPb.
BexnmmnHyB, OHa BTSIHY 12 HO3APSIMH BO3/LYyX, OIIYINIAsl, YTO HAUMHAET 33/IbIXaThCs, U CIIE3bl OO0KIIIH
noOeJieBIre MIeKH.

Ee nientoBanm Briepssie. [la, paHbliie ObLIH MOTMBITKY, HO OHA 00pe3aa ux Ha KopHio. U nonenyit
rpaca He ObLT IIOXOX Ha TO, O YeM MEUTAIOT HECMBIIIIIEHbIE eBYIIKH. B HeM Harmpo4b OTCYTCTBOBAJIH
HEKHOCTb U cTpacTb. CKopee OH ObUT POMUTAH KeCTOKOCTBIO M HEHABKCTBIO U IPeJHA3HAYAIICS JIUIIH
IJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI POYYUTb.

Korga ero pyku ocBo6onmmu mieunt Katpus, oHa, BCKpUKHYB, TIOJIeTeNIa B KPeciio, YIapHBIIHCH
rOJIOBOM O CIIMHKY. U, BXkaBIIMCh B OOMBKY, J€BYIIIKA HE CMeJia HU JIBIIIATh, HU CMOTPETh Ha rpada.
Ee ryObl mputany v caqHUiIM, a Aylia, CIOBHO B yKace, 3aMmepiia BHYTpPH.

— 3/1ech CIMIIKOM XOJOIHO, sl B0 pa3zkeub KaMuH, — Opocui Mulnenb Kak HA B 4YeM He
OBIBAJIO U, Ja’ke He B3MVISIHYB Ha MEPernyraHHylo 10 CMEPTH JEBYIIKY, HAPABUIICS TPOYb.

20 rnaBa

Pannum yrpom B KoMHaty K KaTpuH siBusach Bee Ta ke ciaykaHka. OHa akKypaTHO pa3jioKuia
Ha I10CTeJI IUIaThe U (papTyK MPUCIYTH, a Ha CTOJI IOCTaBUIIa NOHOC ¢ eaoil. KaT cMoTpena Ha Hee
UCTIOATIO0bs, BCE emE npedbiBasi B YTHETEHHOM COCTOSIHMM TOCJIe BUepalHel CTHIYKH ¢ Tpagom. U
HE cpa3y OMOMHHJIACh, YTOOBI CIPOCUTD, TSI Yero e MpuHecin 3ToT Hapsad. OKJIMKHYNA Ty JHIIb
y JABEpH:

— Ilpoctute, MHE IO3BOJIEHO BBIATU?

— BeneHo oTHecTH BaM Ofe/ly ¥ IIPOBOAUTH B XOJUI AJIs1 TIOJTyYEHUs YKa3aHHiA, — TOPOILJIMBO
OTBETHWJIA CITy’KaHKa, J0OaBHB: — § IONOXAY 3a ABEPHIO.

— Xoporio, — MaxHyJ1a ToioBoil KaTpuH 1, He MPUTPOHYBIINCH K €/ie, MOCTIEIINIIA OIEThCSI.

Bunumo, ee petmiy npuiedb K padboTe 1o 10My, pa3 BeJieu 00IaunThCs B TUIAThe CITyKaHKH.
Ata HOBOCTb ycriokauBaa KaT; Bee jyuliie, 4eM CUIETh B3alepTH, 0:K1aasi CBoer yuyactu. Bo3moskHo,
y CJIyT OHAa CMOJKET BbIBeIaTh MH(OPMAIIHIO O TOM, Iie cefiuac HaxoauTcs. M, MOXKeT ObITb, OTHAXKJbI
y/ava yIbIOHETCS ei, IaB IMaHC cOekaTh MOANbIIe OT 3TOW HEHOPMAILHON CEMEUKH.

CoOpaB BOJIOCH B TYroil IMy4YOK, JAEBYIIKA HAlpaBWJIach K BBIXOLY, Ha XOAy pa3riakuBasi
PyKaMu CKJIA[IKU TJIaThsl. BHYTpU KOJBIXaIOCh BOTHEHHE; MBICITb O TOM, YTO CHOBA MPHUETCS BCTpe-
TUTbCSA ¢ Tpad)OM, HEMMOBEPHO Iyraja. 3akpbiBas IMa3a, K9TpuH Bce ele yyBCTBOBaJIa €ro HeHa-
BUCTHBIN TIOLIENTYH, ¥ 9TO BBI3BIBAJIO JIMILIL OTBpalieHue. Eil XoTenock ctepeTsh ¢ KOXU cief KEeCTKUX
ry0, BBIABOPUTDb U3 TIaMATH Bce BocroMuHaHus1. Ho, moxoxe, 4eaoBeueckuid MO3I' yCTPOEH TaK, YTO
HAJI0JITO 3alIOMUHAET CaMble HEMPUSATHbIE MOMEHTHI. [la ele MOCTOSIHHO CTPEMUTCS] HAallOMHUTh O
HUX, BOCITPOM3BO/IS KYTKHE KAPTUHBI B CHAX.
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[NorpysxeHHast TIyOOKO B cBOM MbIc/M, KSTpHH ciegoBaa 3a cy:KaHKOM, KOTopasi MOCTOSTHHO
criemmia Kyga-to. Ha s3bike y JeBylIKM KpyTHJIach Kyda BOIIPOCOB, HO OHA TaK M HE peliagach Ux
3aJaTh, 3apaHee 3Hasl, YTO BPsJ JIU MOJTYUUT OTBETHI.

B xone ux oxugan Mosofoi My kK4lHa, ¢ KOTopbIM K3T BeTpeTuiiach ele B ieHb CBOETO MpU-
€371a, HO UIMEHH €ro Tak U He cMora y3Hatb. OH, ocMOTpeB K3TpuH ¢ HOT /10 TOJIOBBI, PEIINJI, HAKO-
Hell, IPEACTABUTHCS:

— I — Tomac I[Tutuep, ynpapisoumii noMectbeM. C CerogHsAIIHEro Hs Thl HAYMHAEIIb 3aHU-
Matbcsi paboTol o fomy. Bee pacriopsixkeHust Oyzenb moaydarh JAIHO oT MeHsl. M camoe riaBHOe
— MOKUJIATh IOMECThE TeOe CTPOro-HACTPOro 3arpenieHo. SIcHo?

— fcHo, — 6ypkHyna KaT, HUCKOIBKO He yITMBHBIIKCH MOCIeAHEMY TpeOoBaHMIO. Bosbine Bcero
ee Topa3uJIo, eciy Obl Pa3pelnin 3TO JeNaTh.

— Mspu nokaxet Tede oMeCTbe, ¥ MOXKeEIIb IIOTOM OTHPABJIATHCS HA KYXHIO — TaM TeOe CKa-
XKYT, YTO JeJIaTh, — IPOJOJIKAJ OTAAaBaTh NopyueHus Tomac, He cBoasi ¢ KaTpuH 3auHTepecoBaHHOTO
B3rIsi/1a. M eil coBeplieHHO He HPaBUJICS TOT JIIOOOIBITHBIN B30DP, CKOJIB3AIINN 110 €€ JIUILY U Tey.
JleByIIKe Jake XOTeJI0Ch IOCKOPEe OKa3aThCsl BHE IOJIS €r0 3PEHUS.

Mbpu... Tak 3Basn ciykaHKy, kotopasi npuHocwia Kot opexay u emy. [leBymika Oblna He
OYeHb Pa3rOBOPUMBOM M O€3 JMIITHUX CJIOB MOKa3bIBaJIa MIOMECThE, KPATKO OOBSICHSIS, UTO U TJIe.

— A 4b€ 310 IoMecThe? — cripocuiia Katpuh, paccmarpuBast sipkue MopTpeThl, KOTOPHIMH ObUTH
yBELIaHbl IPAaKTUYECKU BCE CTEHBI KOPUIOPOB.

— [Nomectbe [lanToH npuHaLIekuT rpady JaHToHy, — oTBeTHIa M3pH, B3IJISIHYB Ha CITy THULLY
KaK Ha YMaJIMIIEHHYIO.

Huuero ne orBetuB, Kot 3agymainack: nonydaercs, Muiiesns puse3 ee B cBoe rnomectsbe. Jla
ele MPUCTPOU ciykaHko. «HTepecHo, rpaduHs 3HAET, YTo s KHUBa?» — TYT ke 03aJaunsiach
BOIIPOCOM JieByIlKa. Bpsin . MiHave crapas qama He TIO3BOJIMJIA OB BHYKY 3TOro cheath. Hasep-
HsIKa HacTos1a Obl Ha 3aTOYeHUH JInOO0 Ha Ka3Hu. Ho oTuero xe rpad noctynt umeHHo Tak ? Katpun
COBCEM HE BEPUJIOCh, UTO B HEM MOXKET B3bIIPaTh COBECTb MJIM XKeE KaoCcTh. BCIOMHMB ero Bueparil-
HHE CJIOBa, JEBYIIIKA MPUIIUIA K BHIBOLY, YTO MHUIIIESb CUMTAET, YTO KU3Hb IS Hee Oy/leT CTpalliHee
cmeptH. [la, eil He CTOUT Jaxe pacCcuMThIBaTh Ha Oyiarvie HaMepeHusi, MOTOMY JIydllle JIMIIHUNA pa3
HE BBICOBBIBATHCS. KyxHs Oyner nmpekpacHoi BO3MOKHOCTBIO Jiist K9TpuH aepkaTbesi oJasibiie OT
€ro CBETJIOCTH.

He BbicoBBIBaThCS HE MOTyYMIIOCh BOBCE, BEpHEE, HEPUATHOCTH CaMM HAllUIM JIEBYIIKY. Bo3-
Bpallasicb B CBOU IIOKOM IOC/IE TsKeNoro 1Hs, KT coBepiieHHO He 4yBcTBOBasa HOr. OTUero-to
BCs IPUCITYTa BOCIIPUHSIIA €€ TPUCYTCTBUE B IUTHIKH, 4 KOCT/ISIBAs KyXapKa C BICOKOMEPHBIM JIULIOM
BCSTYECKU TBITAJIACH 3arpy3uTh KTpHH Tskesnon u rpssHoi padotoil. [leBymika 3Hasia, 9To OONbIIYI0
4yacTh 33/1aHUI, TIOPYYaeMBbIX €1, JOJKHBI BHIITOJHATH MYKUKHBI, HO, HAJIESICh PACIIONIOKUTh KyXapKy,
OHa MOJTYa Jienaja Bce, YTo BelAT. OHaKo K KOHIy JHS IMOHsUIA, YTO 3TO BPsAJ JIM BO3ZMOXKHO: OT
JKEHIIIMHBI TIPSIMO TaK M BEsJIO HEIPYKET0OHEM.

KsTpuH nuia, nout 0610kaunBasich Ha CTEHy'; T€JIO HbLJIO, TOXO0XkeE, He COBCEM OITPABUBILIUCH OT
6one3nu. [la u paccTpoeHHbIe UyBCTBA N3-3a OTHOILICHU S IIEPCOHAIA ellie OOJIbIIIe BIOHSUTH B YHBIHHUE.
JleByIika permia npy OO0 yIaYHON BO3MOXHOCTH PACCIIPOCUTh M3pH 0 TOM, TIOUeMy K Hell TaKoe
oTHomeHue. U mycThb Ta Toxke He CBETUTCS CUMITaThel, HO Oostbiiie KT HMKOro 31ech He 3Haa.

— Katpun? — neBy1ika B31porHyJia, yCuslaB Mo3aau MyKCKou rojioc. M, pe3ko 06epHyBIIKCS,
HaTKHYJIach Ha CTOSILEro 3a cnvHoi Tomaca. My:kurHa CHOBa, HE MOprasi, yCTaBWICS Ha ee JIULO,
1 ero ryObl UCKa3Wia CTpaHHasl yJIbIOKa.

— Kak niepBblii ieHb? — CIIPOCHJT YIIPABJISIONINMIN, YyTh OOJIOKOTHBILKCH O CTEHY.

— IpekpacHo, — coBpana KatpuH, He coOupasich TOOE3HNYATh C ITUM HETIPUSTHBIM THIIOM.
[Touemy HenpusATHBHIM, OHa HE MOHMMAaJa, HO €€ MO3T CTPaHHBIM OOpa3oM BOCIPHUHMMAJ €r0 B
HITBIKU.

— Boimiaauiie ycrano? — npoosikai JONbITHIBATHCS MYKUMHA.
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— Xouy cnatb, — OTpe3aja AEBYIIKA, jKkeJlast OCKopee yaanuThes. — Mory s uaru?

— Cremmiiib ? — HEIOBOJIBLHO cripocuyi ToMac, BUAMMO MOCYUTAB, UTO OHA HE OLIEHUJIA €r0 CTOJh
HIEAPOro BHUMAHUSI.

— Xotesnock Obl MOCKOpee OTAOXHYTh, — MOCTapaiach CMITYUTh TOJIOC KTpuH, pemmB, 4To
JydIlie He HaCTpauBaTh 3TOTO YeJIOBeKa MPOTUB ceOsl.

— Moxert ObITb, TOT/Ia pa3pelIUIb IIPOBOAUTH TeOsi? — C COBCEM HEUCKPEHHEH YIIBIOKOM Cripo-
CHJI YTIPABJISIIOLTUH.

— A BBHI BceX CITyXKaHOK MpoBoskaeTe? — BeIpBaJics y KaTpuH HeoXuIaHHBIA BOIIPOC.

— Her, — yemexnyscs Tomac. — TonbKo TeX, KOTOpbIE HPaBATCA.

«Tak, TOJILKO 3TOr0 MHe ellle He XBaTajio», — IPOr3Hec a MbICIeHHO KIT, jkesas Kak MOXKHO
CKOpee N30aBUThLCS OT HABSA3YMBOTO TIOMYTYMKA.

— Cnacu60, KOHEUHO, 3a BHUMaHHUe! — OTBETHIA JIEBYIIIKA C HATSAHYTOH yibIOKoit. — Ho s mpe-
KpPacHO MOMHIO JIOpOTr'y, [IO3TOMY, IyMalo, He CTOMT BaM TPaTUTh HA 3TO CBOE JParol€HHOE BpeMsl.
JoGpoit Houw.

Tomac mokpacHes, BUJUMO, COBEPIIEHHO He oxujas otkasa. A KarpuH Topomimso mnomuia
MIpOYb, HE KeJlast MPOJoKaTh Oeceqy. BHUMAaHMe yIpaBisiomero ei ObI0 COBEPIIEHHO HE HYKHO,
TaK ke Kak W JIIoOOoro Jpyroro. EAMHCTBEHHON HEJbIO AEBYIIKU OBUIO BBIKHTH, & C 9TUM, ITOXOKE,
BO3ZHUKHYT CJIO)KHOCTH B 9TOM 3MEMHOM JIOTOBE.

21 riaBa

Katpun npocHynach Ha paccBere, W, CHOJIOCHYB JIMIIO MPOXJIQJAHONW BOIOW, OTIPAaBMIIACh HA
KyxH0. [leByIIKa pelimia IpeAnprHATh ellle OIHY MOMbBITKY MOAPYKUTHCS O ciyxkaHkamu. Ho cro-
WJIO el OTBOPUTD JIBEPh, KAK OHA TOHsLJIA, YTO BPS JIU U3 STOTO BHIAJET YTO-TO MyTHOE. [leByIKu
CEeKYH]ly Ha3aJl BECeJI0 3aBTPaKaBIINeE 3a CTOJIOM, yBUIEB KT, TyT ke 3aMomyanu. A Korjaa oHa, oiy-
YHB CBOIO TIOPIMIO, C MUJION YJIBIOKOH ycenach K HAUM, M BOBCE TIOBCKAKMBAJIM CO CBOMX MECT, yra-
JIMBIIIUCH B CTOPOHY.

ArnmeTtuT cpasy ke NokuHyn KaTpuH, v, OyCTHB 1J1a3a B TAPEJIKY, OHA TPUHSIIACh XMYPO KOBBI-
PATH Kally JepeBsSHHOM JIOKKOH. [lake B BO3/Iyxe BUTAJIO HANIPSKEHUE; CITyKAHKU JIEMOHCTPATUBHO
cTOpoHMIUCH K3T, mpruem Besiueckn HameKasi ei Ha 310. KaTpuH He noHMMala, ¢ 4eM CBsI3aHO Takoe
OTHOILICHUE, BeJJb HUUYETO IJIOXOT0 OHa UM He czienaia. Y ycrpimas ¢ppasy, OpoIIeHHYI0 OTHON U3
CJTy’)KaHOK, JIEBYIIKA HAIPSIJIach:

— Herosxe mipuciyre cuieTh 3a OQHUM CTOJIOM C rpaduHe, — cJioBa ObLIA TPOU3HECEHBI TUXO,
HO Tak, 4ToObl KT Moria ux pacciplimarh, a OCTaJIbHbIE JIEBUIIBI 3aXUXUKAU, TIOAIePKUBAS TOBO-
PUBIIYIO.

He Boinep:xaB, Katpun pesko Bckoumna us-3a crona. OQHO €10 TepreTh HacMelku rpada,
a JIpyroe — CHOCHUTD TMpeHeOpekeHre 3Tux JieBuIl. «[1ycTh BBICKaXYT MHE B JIMIIO, YeM s M TaK He
yroauiaa», — cxkaB 3yOsl, mogymana Kot u Beityx nmpousHeca:

— VX He 3Hal0, OTYErO Bbl TOUMTE HA MEHs 3yObl, HO OUY€Hb XOTEJIOCh Obl y3HATH?

Cry’XaHKY B MUT 3aTUXJIM U ycTaBUUCh Ha KaTpuH. Co CTOPOHBI BHIIJISAEIIO TaK, CJIOBHO CTast
OXOTHUYBMX coOak yBujena kpomuka. Ho Kat um He kponmuk! Y eciiu puaeThesi, OHa TOKE MOXKET
nokasatb 3yObl. Yero yx eit 6osaTbcs?

— [Ipocrute, Baia CBETIOCTh, €CIM YeM OOMIEIIH, — YCMEXHYJIACh BHICOKasi OPIOHETKA, TIPOXKU-
rast Katpun npe3penuem.

— Ia, na, MbI He CO 3714, 10 IIIYNOCTH CBOEW OECTOIKOBOM, — MOIIAKHYJIA IPyTasi, CKPHUBUB JIUIIO.

— VK He JOHOCHTE Ha Hac rpady, — BCTyNUIa B AUCKYCCUIO TPEThsI, U BCE IPYKHO 3aXUXUKAIIH.

KaTpun HenoHumarolie xJjonajia pecCHULAMM, BO BCe IJIa3a ISl Ha 3TOT LUpK. YTo 3TO BCe
3HauuT? OT4yero Takoe Bbicokomepue? OTKyna CTOJIbKO HeHaBucTU? JleBylllKa Jaxe pactepsiiach,
TMIOJTyYMB HEMAJIYIO0 TIOPIMIO TPE3PEHHs OT COBEPLIEHHO HEe3HAKOMBIX jofiell. OHa OTKpbuIa ObUIO
POT, HO BCE CJIOBa CJIOBHO UCMAPWIUCh. A TIO 3TOU KyuKe JIEBUIl BUIHO, YTO UM TOJIbKO JIail TTIOBOJ
ee MOKycaTb.
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— XBaTUT KyJaxTaTh, BCEM OBICTPO padOTaTh! — CKOMaHIOBAIA KyXapKa 3BYYHBIM TOJIOCOM, H,
HEJJOBOJILHO B3MIsIHYB Ha KaT, OyaTo Obl oHa Oblia 3aunHINUIEH, 1o0aBuia: — M Thl He CTO# cToooM,
a MpUHUMaNcs 3a ena, ux y Tedst Hemao!

Jlaske morpy3uBIIMCH TOTHOCTHIO B paboTy, K9TpuH He MOIia BBIKUHYTh U3 TOJIOBbI YTPEHHIOI
nepenajky. OHa MbITAIACh MOHATh, YeM HACTPOWJIA MPUCITYTY MPOTUB ceOsl, HO TaK U HE CMOIJIa
HaiTh oTBeTa. HeBO3MOXHO 3a napy JHEei HACTOJIBKO CUIILHO BO3HEHABH/IETh HE3HAKOMOT'O UeJIOBEKa.
Bo3moxHo, 31ech 3amenian rpad? Beap oH oOemat, 9to ee )Ku3Hb He OyeT Jierkoi. B modom ciydae
K>t permia BceMu BOBMOKHBIMH CIIOCOOAMH PEIIUTH ITY 3arajiky.

Bce nonbiTKM 3aroBOpUTh € KyXapKoi yBeHUauch rpoBayioM. KeHipHa oOpeiBana Katpun
Ha MOJTYCJIOBE, HArpyXasi HOBOM paboToii. M1 B KOHIIe KOHIIOB JIEBYIIIKA BHIMOTAJIACH TaK, YTO HE YyB-
CTBOBaJIa COOCTBEHHBIX pyK. OHa OcCTasiach OfIHA Ha KyXHE IOCJie y)KUHA, TOTOMY YTO UMEHHO e
BeJIeJI BBIIPAUTh TaM Bce JI0 OJIecKa, /1a ele ¥ BBIYUCTUTH Tieub. [locnieiHee BoooIe ObLI0 MyKCKOM
PabOoTO, BPSIJI JIU €€ CUJI XBATHT, YTOOBI IIOJTHOCTIO OTYUCTUTD rapb. HO BHIOMPATh HE IPUXOANIIOCH.
[MepembiB ropy nocyasl, KT npricenia Ha ceKyHIy, YTOObI IIEPEBECTHU JIbIXAHIE.

B nomectbe napuia TUIMHA, BpeMs MepeBaIIIIO 3a TIOJTHOYb, 4 BIEPEJi OCTaBAJIACh eIlle camast
TsDKeNast paboTa. Yipy4eHHO B3I0XHYB, K9TpHH B3siia IETKY U3 KOHCKOTO BOJIOCA U OITYCTHUJIACH Ha
KOJICHU BO3JIe TIeYd. 3ariisiHyB BHYTPb, OHA TIOJyMaJia, 4ToO Ty BOOOIIE HUKOTIa He YUCTUIIH, TIOTOMY
YTO KOMOTh ObLJIa TOJIIMHON B HECKOJIBKO TAJIbIIEB.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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