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AHHOTaAMSA

OH — rpad ¢ uzeabHOM ponociioBHoR. OHa — padbIHsI, 6e3 CeMbH,
CBOOOMIBI U CPEACTB. Y3Hail OTell O ee CYIIEeCTBOBAHUH, YOWI OBl
elle B yrpode mMarepu. DTa TallHa IIEHOIO B JKU3Hb, KOTOPYIO OHA He
MOXET OTKPLITH AaXKE€ paau I/I363BJ'[€HI/IH OT JOMOTaTeJIbCTB XO34NHA U
OTIIa B OMHOM Jivlle. Y Hee He OCTaeTcsl BBIXO/IA, KPOMe KakK OeKaTb.
Ho u noGer He cranoBuTcs criacenneM. OTHBIHE CyabOa JIEBYIIKH B
PYKax MOTYIECTBEHHOTO Oe3yMIIa, YbH CTPacTh U KECTOKOCTb CYJIAT
noruGelb. .. A Bce, 0 YeM MeuTaeT HeBOJIBHUIIA, — 3TO CBOOO/IA BAAH
OT CTPAIIIHBIX TallH U UHTPHT.
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[MPOJIOI

3a 0saduame nem 00 coOblMuLL, ONUCLIBAIOWUXCS 8 KHUZE.

Saut [enbMac ¢ yablOKOl cMOTpena Ha BHYKA, KOTOPBIA
BHOBB 3acujiesics ¢ Hell B ouonmoteke. U Tenepsb oHa IpoBosKaia
€ro 1o TEMHOMY KOpUAOpPY B KomHary. Heckonbko pa3 rpacpu-
HsI POCHJIA MAJTBIIIA HE IIIyMeTh, Ja0bl He MIOTPEBOKUTH POIIH-
Teseil. Ho uTo Mor moHsATh IByXJIETHHI peOEeHOK ?

MuHOBAB MOKOU A0YEPH, DAUT 3amepiia. M3-3a nBepu 1oHec-
csl KPUK ee IEBOYKH U TYT ke yrux. Hememis rpacpuns mocne-
1A K ABEPH, TIOyMaB, UYTO, BOBMOXKHO, UTO-TO CIIyYHJIOCH C
pedeHKoM, KOToporo ['abpuanb HocHIIa yike TOYTH MSTh Mecs-
1IEB.

JKeHIMHA TOJKHY/IA JIBEPh W 3ameplia, MPOIJIOTUB BO3IJIAC
yxkaca. Ee OegHast 1oub Jiexkana Ha TIOCTENH MOJHOCThIO OOHA-
’KeHHas. A ee Cynpyr HaBHC HaJ| HeHl, CKUMasi B PyKax KUHKaI.
Teno ["abpuab OBLIO MOKPHITO KPOBOTOYAIMMHK TIOpE3aMHu, a
JIMIIO TIEPEKOIIEHO OT OOMH.

BpeMsi CJIOBHO OCTAaHOBWUJIOCh. DIUT, 3abIXasiCh OT CTpaxa,
CMOTpeJia, Kak OCTpoe Jie3BUe MPUOTMKAETCS K OKPYIJIOMY KH-
BOTY Aouepu. ONMOMHUBIIUCE, rparHs BOCKJIMKHYJIA:



— OCTaHOBHCH, TaM K€ TBOE JUTS! — €€ roJI0C IXOM OTPA3UIICH
OT KaMEHHBIX CTEH 3aMKa M pacKaToOM BEPHYJICS Ha3a/l.

JIBe mapsl a3 ycTpeMwiuch Ha rpacpuHio. OQHU — NOJIHbIE
cTpaxa u clie3, ipyrue — ceepkaioiue oesymuem. Teso keHIm-
HBI OIIETICHEJIO, a cepille OUIOCh TaK, CJIOBHO MBITATIOCH MIOPBATh
KOpCaX. DIUT yBUjIENa, KaK JI0Yb MpOU3Heca 6e3 3ByKa OHH-
MU ryoamu:

— VBeau coliHa.

Oo6epHyBIIUChH, TpaduHS TOCMOTpENIa Ha BHYKA C MOOEeB-
MM OT cTpaxa JuioM. CxBatuB Muiless, KeHIIUHA Mpykaia
Jposkarriee TeJio MajburKa K cebe v moMuanach npods. KpymHsie
CcJie3bl TPajloM KAaTWIIKMCh 1O Mbulalomum niekam. OHa He Moruia
MOJTHOCTBIO OCO3HATh TOTO, UTO yBUAea. [locnenHo BpyuuB mMa-
JIbIIA HAHBKE, TpauHsl NOKUHYJA JETCKYI0. DJIUT, HE TTOMHS
cebs1, 1m1arasa rno Kopuaopy, CyAopoxkHO Iymasi, Kak moMoub [ a-
Opuasb. Ho HOBBIN KpUK JOUYEpH 3aCTaBUII IEHCTBOBATh, HE Pa3-
nyMbiBasi. CXBaTuB MOJICBEUHUK CO CTEHBbI, IparHs BOpBaiach
B KOMHATy W yJapwia UM 3Ts 1o rojose. [[xo3ed, He u3gas
HU 3ByKa, MEIITKOM TOBAJIMJICS Ha MOCTENTb, a OejIble MPOCTHIHU
MI'HOBEHHO OKPACHJIUChH AJIBIM.

DUT mpUXKaa MavdyIyo J10ub K cebe U MyTHBIMU TJ1a3aMy
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha 34Ts, MOIyMaB, YTO €CJM OH MEPTB — 3TO €ro
HaKa3aHUe.

— Tol youna ero, Mama? — BexsumHyna ['abpuanbs u nonstu-
JIach K MU3TOJIOBBI0 KPOBATH.

— Jlaxe ecnu Tak, — Oe3 Karuti coXaJeHus POU3HeCa Tpa-



(uHs, — 310 TBOE M3OABJICHKE.

— OH 6e3ymeH, Mama, — B y’Kace MpoIenTaa AeByIIKa, PH-
K1Masi OeIyl0 COPOUYKY K KPOBOTOYAIIIMM paHaM Ha CBOEM Te-
ne. — Yto xe Tenepb Oyaer?

— Huuero! — yBepenHo 3agBuina daur. — OH ynaj, ynapus-
IIIMCH TOJIOBOU O ITOACBEYHUK. . .

1 rnaBa

OnycTuB roioBy, OeJoKypasi IeByIIIKa COCPEIOTOUEHHO M3Y-
yaJia nepenavykaHHbIi OA0J CBOETO CEPOTo MEPCTSHOTO TUIAThSI.
OHa ocTpO 4yBCTBOBAJIA, KAK B HEE€ BOH3AIOTCS, CJIOBHO KOJIO-
Yyue IIHUIIbl, JECATKU U3YYalolluX [JIa3. DTU HAIJIble U BBICOKO-
MEpHbIE B3MJISAAbl CKOJIL3WIM MO BOJOcaM, Juily u Teiy. Jaxe
HaJIMYKe OfIEK/Ibl HE CIAcalio OT UX MOXOTIMBOIO JI0OOIBITCTBA.
CcyrtynuBmmch, KaTpruH nepesesia BHUMaHKE C BBILBETIIIEW TKa-
HU Ha rpsi3HbIe O0Chie CTYIMHU. TONBKO ObI HE TJIS/IETh HA TOJITY,
coOpaBIylocs niepes HeBoJbHUKaMHK. Ee 1eKku Mmbliaid, U 1axe
TO, YTO OHA YK€ JIaBHO MPUBBIKJIA K YHKEHUSIM, HE Crlacayio oT
Mep3koro omrymeHust. Cepaue KoJoTUIIOCh, B TAHUKE HAlOMU-
Hasl, YTO cBOOOJIA BCe AaJibllie U JIajibllle OT Hee. EquHcTBeHHAs
HaJIe’KAa OcTaBajach Ha TO, YTO AEBYIIKY HE 3aMETST U BCKOpe
el ynacrcst 6exatb. U, xkenast ctaTh Kak MOXHO MeHbille, Katpun
BTSIHYJIA I1ICI0 B IJIEYM, IIOYTH MEPECTAB [IbIIIATD.

— DT1a! — U3 TONIBI IOHECCS XPUILJIOBATHIN KEHCKUU TOJIOC, a
MOTOM Y/IapOM B CIUHY KSTpUH BBHITOJKHY/IM BIEPE/.

JleByIIKa HEBOJILHO MOHSAJA B3I U BCTPETUIIACh C CEPhI-
MM, BBILBETIIMMM I1azaMu. [loxumas KeHIMHa BHUMATEIbHO



u3yyvasia ee JIMIO. A MOTOM MOPIIMHUCTBIE TYObI CTApyXU UCKPH-
BUJIKCH B JIOBOJIbHOM YXMbLTKe. OHa OTJIMYasach OT IPUCYTCTBY-
IOIIUX: TOPJO BCKUHYTAs TOJI0Ba U MpsiMasi OCAHKAa TOBOPHIIU O
3HATHOM MPOUCXOXKJEHUU. A ee JOpPOoroe YepHoe IiaThe, CIIN-
TOE MO MOCJEeIHEeN MoJie, «KphJaso» eile v o gocratke. CtpaH-
HO, HACKOJIbKO OBLIO M3BeCTHO KaTpuH, rocroia HUKOrAa He 3a-
HUMAJIACh TIOKYTIKOU TIPUCITYTH, ITO CIUIITKOM HU3KO JIJIS1 UX JI0-
crouHcTBa. Ho mokumiias gama cama JIMYHO BbIOpasia JIEBYIIKY U
Teriephb TEPIEMBO OXKMUIAIIA, KOTIA K HEel MOBEIYT HOBYIO «I10-
KYTIKY».

— Iokaxwu 3yObl, — OpE3rIMBO MPOU3HEC COMPOBOXKAAIOIINI
TOH >KeHIMHBI, U B oTBeT K3T HeOpexkHO ockanmuiack. Ee Bce
e BeiOpauu. Jla v Ha UTO OHA HaJesach, KOrjaa IHasi IeByIIKa
SIBHO BBIJICJISIACH CPEMTU 3TOTO I'PS3HOTO OTPeObsi?!

— CKonbKO Xo4enib 3a Hee? — oOpaThiiach ctapyxa K TOpros-
iy. Tor Ha3Ban 1ieHy, KOTOpasi sIBHO Oblia 3aBbilieHa. OHaKO
MOXWJIasl JaMa He CTajla TOProBaThCs, a IMBBIPHYJIA eMy KOIle-
JIEK, KOTOPBIM TOProBell AakKe He YAOCYKUics noumars. O3upa-
SICb TI0 CTOPOHAM, TOT MEP3KUI TUIT yIaJl HA KOJIEH!U U JIByMsI
PYKamH BIIETIUIICS B CBOIO 1IEHHOCTh. CKaB IPps3HBIMU NaJbIAMU
KOIIIeJIeK, OH TIOTPSIC VM, TTPOBEPSIST TSKECTh, U OIIEPHIICS, Oro-
7511 THAJIBIE 3yObl. [la, Bpsia M eMy yaaioch Obl CTOJBKO 3apa-
00TaTh, IPOJAN OH CErOHS BCEX padoB.

KsTpun, BUAMMO, OTIMYaiach OT OCTAJIbHBIX HEBOJIBHUKOB
IOHBIM BO3PACTOM, CBEKMM I[BETOM JIMIIA M HE COBCEM TTOHOIIIEH-
HoU ofesxaou. Kak geByIka okazanachk cpeiv HuXx? YK TOUYHO He



1o cBoeii Bojie. COerast 3 OMECThbsI, B KOTOPOM POJIMJIACh U Pa-
6oTajia Bce CBOM BOCEMHA/IIIATh JIET, OHA He Y4JIa, UTO JIAJIeKo Oe3
Oymaru, MoATBEpKAaIoIIel cBOOOY, eil He yiTu. Tak u ciay4u-
Jock. B nepBbiii ke aeHp nocie nodera Ha myTd Kot moBcTpeya-
JIMCh TOPTrOBIIBI TIOABMH. Heromsuy TyT ke 3anpuMeTHIN JeBYIII-
Ky U He TIOBEPUJIH €€ paccKa3aM O TOM, UTO OHa TKOOBI TOCTHIIA Y
CECTpBI, a Teriepb BO3BpAIIIaeTCsl JOMOW. B oTBeT OHM MOTpedo-
BaJIM Ha3BaTh (PaMUJIMIO XO35IMHA, KOTOPOMY Ta MPUHAICKHUT,
HO JEBYIIKA HE MOIJIa 3TOro ckasarb. U BripsMb KaTpuH He 3Ha-
JIa, 9TO ee OOJIbIIIe TyraeT, — OKa3aThCsl HEBOJIBHUIICH CPEeu pa-
60B mm ke B noctesm rpacda appenna. [lo HegaBHEro Bpeme-
HU JIEBYIITKA TTPUCITYKMBAJa B IOMECThE, HE THYIIASICh TSKEION
padotel. Ho Bce m3meHmMI0Ch, Korja rpad oOpaTwil Ha Hee BHH-
Mmanue. [la, crapblii KoOeab He yITycKal BO3MOXXHOCTH YBJIEUb B
CBOIO TIOCTEJTb OUEPEIHYI0 MOJIOJICHBKYIO0 TOPHUYHYIO, U 00 3TOM
3HaM Bce. Briepoie K31 ycnbinana o mpucTpacTusix XO3sMHA
OT MaTepd B TOT K€ MOMEHT, KOrJa y3HaJla, YTO OH — €€ OTell.
Mama ieByIIKY OTKPBUIA CTPAITHYIO TalHY, JIUIIh HAXOSACh HA
CMEpPTHOM OjIpe, CTPOr0O HaKa3aB HU OTHOM XHMBOU JyIlle He pac-
CKasbiBaTh 00 3TOM. I'pach He TONBKO He JIIOOWI IeTeld, HO U He
YAOCY]KHICSI 003aBECTHCh HACTIETHUKAMU C TIOKOWHOM skeHou. U
B MpHUJIaqy KECTOKO UCTPeOIisut BHeOpauHbiX. CTOMIIO eMy 3ario-
JIO3PUTH, YTO OJIHA U3 €r0 JIIOOOBHUIT OepeMeHHa, OH TYT Xke OT-
MPaBJIsJl €€ K TOBUTYXaM. A HEKOTOpbIe, 3Hast 00 OTCYTCTBUU
HACJIeTHUKA, MBITAJIMCh HaBs3aTh €My CBOMX YaJl B HaJIEeXk/e Ha
JydInyio xu3Hb. Tompko Jlappesut 3asBiisil, 9Tto yOIIOAKY eMy



HE HYXHbI, U C JETbMH CTPAaHHBIM 0Opa30M CIIy4aJlUCh Hecya-
ctbsi. Marepu Katpun ynanocs uynom yoepeus auts. JKeHmuyHa
JI0 TIOCJIE/THETO CKPBIBAJIA O CBOEH OEpeMEeHHOCTH, a 3aTeM IpHU-
JymaJia JIETeH/Iy O TOM, UTO «IIOHec/a» OT Ky3Hella U3 COCeJHEH
nepesau. OHa He IPETeHA0BAJIA HA TUTYJT M HACTIEACTBO, XOTeNa
Wb, 9T00 A0ub kuia. Ho neBodka pocia M CTaHOBHJIACH HA
PEAKOCTh KPACUBOM, UTO OBLJIO HEKCTATH PSIOM C TMTOXOTIUBBIM
rocriofguHoM. Kak u mono3peBasa math, rpad oOpaTvi BHUMA-
Hue Ha K9TpuH, TombKko Matepu yxke He ObUIO Ha OesloM CBeTe.
Ha ecrmu u Obuta OBI, BPSZL M CMOIJIA 3AUIUTUTH OSTHYIO JOYb.
C Toro JHS AEBYIIKA TOJIBKO U JyMajia O TOM, Kak U30ekKaTh JI0-
MoratesbeTB oTia. 1 310 el ynaBasioch 10 Tex nop, noka Jlap-
pesuty He Hajjoeau urpbl. OIHUM OCEHHHMM BEUEpOM OH IpUKa-
3a1 KaTpuH He3aMemmTenbHO SBUTHCA B €ro Mokou. Y oHa He
MOIJIa He TIOMYUHUTHCS, 3HAS, UTO 32 HETIOCTyIIIaHUEM TOCIIe Y-
€T EeCTOKOEe HaKa3aHue.

Kat npekpacHo nomHmia, Kak torga rpad pasopsai g ee
TUIaThs, TIBIXTS OT HeTepreHus. OrmycKasi BeKH, OHa BCE eIlle BU-
JIeJia ero YepHbIe IJ1a3a, CBepKarolye noxorslo. M Torga, B oTva-
SIHUY, C €€ YCT 4yTh He copBajiock: «Ilycrute, 51 Baia g0ub». Yy-
JIOM €Hl yIaJIoCh yMOJTYaTh, IO KPOBU MPUKYCHB SI3bIK, 4 B TOJIOBE
9XOM 3ByYas rojioc Marepu: «OH HUKOT/Ia He JJOJKEH 3HATh, KeM
Thl eMy TpUXoauIbest. [TokssHUCh, 10uka». OHa OKJISIach, He
3Hasl, KAKUM TSKEJIbIM TPY30M CTaHeT jJjisl Hee 3Ta TaiiHa. U B
OIMH MOMEHT, He cMesl ee pacKphiTh, KaTpun nomnuier cede
CMEPTHBIN ITPUTOBOP.



BeipbiBasics u3 00bsaTHi Jappesuia, KT cxBaruia momnasmnyo-
s 1IOJ, PyKH Ba3y M CO BCET0 pa3maxa yapuJia ero 1o rojaose. O
ocell, HO OTKJTIOYMJICS HE Cpasy, [0 BUCKY NOKATUJIaCh TOHEHbKAas
CTpyWKa KpoBU. MeTHYB Ha [I€BYLIKY CBUPEIbIA B3MJIAI, MYK-
YMHA [TPOpbIYA:

— 51 yObio TEbs1, CyKa.

Tem xe Beuepom Katpun Gexana 6e3 orsaku. Crpax, 4yTo
rpad B mo0yI0 CeKyHIy IPUAET B cebsl, He IO3BOIWI 33/1€PKATh-
csl, TaXke YTOOBI B3SITh BEIIIH.

JleByIiKa HUKOIA HE MOKMJAIa MPEJIesIOB MOMECTbS, JIMIIIb
u3pesika Xoawja B AEpeBHIO Henoaajgeky. OHa He 3Hasa, Ka-
Kasl JKU3Hb POTEKAET 3a Mpe/ieslaMu IOMa, He IOHUMaJla, Kakue
TpynHocTH ee kayT. [Ipomporinas, oHa Opoauia BCIO HOYb TO
TEMHOMY JIECY, CXO[Is C yMa OT CTpaxa M CJIbIIIa BOW BOJIKOB. 1
JIMIIIb K YTPY CMOIJIA HAWTHU TPOMY, HO U 37ech KaTpuH momxu-
JJaJIA HETIPUSATHOCTH.

— Wnem, — HeOpesxxHO Opocuiia MoKuast gaMa U, OoJblle He
IJIS/1S1 Ha JIEBYIKY, MPOIIECTBOBAJA CKBO3b PACCTYMAIOLIYIOCS
tony. Kot nocnenoBana 3a HOBOM rOCIOXKOM, MBICJIEHHO rajas,
yTO ee xeT. OHa o3upasiach 110 CTOPOHAM, UIIIA JIA3EHKY, HO Ha-
POJ1 ITPOBOKAT X BHUMATEJIbHBIMU B3[JISIAAMU.

Jlama ropio1 MoXoAKOW HaIpaBJIsAIach K Kapere, Ha JBEPU KO-
TOpo¥ KpacoBajsics repd. KaTpuH, HEeMHOro OTCTaB, ciieioBaja 3a
Hell, No/1aBJIsAs KeJlaHue pa3pblaaThes. JleByllka 3a mocieaHue
CYTKH TaK pa3MeuTajach 0 CBOOOJIE, UTO JAaxe UyBCTBOBAJA, KaK
y Hee 3a CIIMHOW BBIPOCIIU KPbUThsl. A Teriepb 9Ta cBOOO/Ia Ha TeX



K€ KPbUIbsIX yIopxaja JaleKo-1aleKo.

Ciyra OTKpbLUI IBEpLlY KapeThl ¥, COTHYBILUCh B HEYKJIIOKEM
TIOKJIOHE, TPOTAHYJI PYKY MOKWION KEHIIMHE CO CIIOBAMM:

— Bara cBemiocTs.

He ynocrouB MyXunHY 1 MaJIEHIIAM B3IJISAOM, JaMa, 00J0-
KOTHBILIMCh Ha €0 PyKYy, MCUE3TIa B SKUNIAKE. A COMPOBOKIAIO-
muUi ykazan pykor KatpuH, 4toObl Ta cliefoBaia 3a X03sSHKOM.
OxazaBIIMCh BHYTPH, JIEBYIIKA HA CEKyHy 3amobOoBaiack. Eit
HUKOT/Ia pPaHbIIle He MPUXOIUIIOCH €3/IUTh B KapeTax, Tem Oojiee B
TaKMX MMUKapHBIX. Bee cTeHbl TaM ObLM OOMTHI JTBIM OapXaToM,
a Ha OKHaXxX BUCEJIU TsKEJIble 3aHaBECKH B LiBET. U cuieHbe Ka3a-
JIOCh TaKUM MSITKUM U ylI0OHBIM, 4T0 K3T 3aX0Tenoch 3akpbiTh
r71a3a ¥ HaCJIaJAUThCs IpUsATHOUN aTMocdepoi. [locnennue cyTku
€l HE yAaBaJIOCh IMOCUIETh HA HAa YEM, MArye 3eMJIM, U Tenepb
TeJI0 IEBYIIKU HEMPOU3BOJIbHO paccnabuiock. U yuiib TOMTYOK,
OIOBEIAIOIIUI O TOM, YTO KapeTa CABUHYJIACh C MECTA, BEPHYJI
Ka31puH K peanbHOCTH.

— A rpacdunsa Dout enpmac, — npeacTaBuiiach Cyxo crapyxa,
Yero TOYHO OT Hee He oxugana Kar. — C atoro nHs Tl Oyaelib
CIIy’KUTb B MOEM JIOME.

JleByIiKa MaxHys1a roJIOBOM, MBITasiCh HE oOpaliarh BHUMA-
HUsI Ha BBICOKOMEPHBII TOH KEHIIIMHbI U UHTEPEC, C KOTOPBIM Ta
MIPUHSIIACh CHOBA U3yvarh KaTpuH.

— Kak tBOC MM#, 1uTa?

— Kar... KatpuH, — pacrepssHHO OTBETMIIA IEBYIIKA, CMYTHUB-
IIKCh OT TAKOTO BHUMAaHHUSI.



— U ckonbko Tede siet, KaTpuH? — mpojiosikasia JroO0oIbITCTBO-
BaTh rpauHs.

— Bocemnaniare, — mout menotom BeiiaBuiaa Kat, cocpeno-
TOYMB B3IVISA] HAa XyAbIX HAJIbLAX TOCMOKHU, MUPHO MOKOSIIUXCS
Ha KOJIEHSIX M YKPAIIEHHBIX YBECUCTHIMU MEPCTHIMMU.

— IIpekpacho, — npousHecna daut lenbmac. — A tenepsb ciy-
11aii MeHs1 BHUMATEJIbHO.

KaTpuH Hanpsriack 1 Ha CEKyH/1y MOJIHsJIa 71432, HE Peluasich
CMOTpeTh rpauHe B JIUIIO.

— B moeMm Jjome ecTh CBOJ MpaBWJl, — Hayala *KeHIIWHaA, CO-
IIypUB IJ1a3a, ¥ B UX YIOJIKax cOOpasIMch IITyOOKHe MOPIIUHBL. —
BecnpekocioBHoe nomguriHeHne He o0cyxaaercs. [Tomumo 31o-
ro, Te0e HUKOI/Ia ¥ HU IIPY KaKuX 0OCTOSTENIbCTBAX HE IMTO3BOJIE-
HO MOKHJATh 3aMOK. U Bce, UTO Thl YBUIUIIIb U YCIIBIIUIIID B €70
CTeHax, CTPOToO 3arpeniaercsi 00Cyk/IaTh ¢ KeM-T100. 3aroMHN
3TO XOPOIIO, — B €€ T'0JIOCE MPO3BYYasa KECTOKOCTb. — 1 3HaI0
000 BCeM, UTO IPOUCXOAUT B MOeM jiome. W cTporo Haka3biBaio
3a HETOoCITylIaHue !

KaT mocmotpena Ha rpadguHIO ¥ MOYyBCTBOBAJA, KaK IO CIH-
He mobOexanu Mypaliku. JKeHIMHa cMoTpesia Ha JeBYIIKY He
Moprasi, ¥ B3[JIsi/l 3TUX TYCKJIbIX XOJIOAHbIX I1a3 myrain Katpun
HE MEHbIIIE TEMHOI'O Jieca, M0 KOTOPOMY OHa, CXOIs C yMa OT
ykaca, Opoauiia mapy JAHed Ha3al.

2 riiaBa

BrimoTtanHas tpsickoi, KaTpuH npukpbuia miasza u 3aapema-
sa. OHa 1 He MoA03peBaJia, HACKOJIBKO YCTajla 3a MOCIEAHUE [IHH,



HaxojsAch BHe joma. Jla u OblIo i oMecThe JlappesuirToH ee
nomom? JleByiiika poauiach U BHIPOCTIA B T€X Kpasix, C MJIaJeH-
YyecTBa MpuyYeHa K pa3nmuuHoi padore. Ho uyBcTBOBana cebds
TaM CBOEW, JIMIIb KOrAa ObUla KKUBa MaTb. A TOCJIe CMEPTH TOI
MOMECTbE CTAJIO ISl Hee UYKUM U MOJHBIM OMAaCHOCTEN.

Henonruii con Beigasicst TpeBOXXHBIM. W, pa3nenuB TsoKesbie
BEKHU, TyMaHHbII B30p KT He cpa3y cocpeporounsicsi Ha 0OcTa-
HOBKe. Tesio HbLJIO, a HampsKEHHbIE MBIIIIBI O0NeN, U TPsCKa
npeBpalliaia Noe3Ky B nbITKy. OHa U3-10J] pECHUII TOCMOTpPENa
Ha rpaduHIO, a Ta BEMYECTBEHHO OTKUHYJIACh HA TIOAYIIKH U,
nocarneiBasi, Apemaia. Ee MaccuBHas 1uisina MOKOWJIACh PsiioM
Ha CHJeHbe, a OOJbINOe MYIIMCTOe MEePO HA HEll pa3BeBaJIOCh B
put™m eayiei kapere. Tenepb KaTpun Buesna nmosHOCTBIO Ceble
BOJIOCHI JaMbl, IIO-MIPOCTOMY 3a4yecaHHble Ha3aj. [Ipuyecka roc-
TMOXHU SIBHO HE COOTBETCTBOBAJIA TIOJIOKEHUIO, HO, BOZMOKHO, 9TO
MO’HO CIMCATh HA MPEKJIOHHBIA BO3PACT.

Hlaxe chosiierd 3Ta YOINOpHasl KEHIMHA IMyrajaa JEBYIIKY.
brnennas koxa rpaduHM Ka3ajaach HEECTECTBEHHO OENoM, CJIOB-
HO Ta HUKOT/Ia He ObIBaJIa Ha COMHIIE. A YepHBIN Hapsi/ pyaaBal
el xononHyio cepoctb. 1 ecu Ob1 K3T He 3Hana HaBepHsIKa, 4To
Saurt [lenbMac KuBa, HogyMaa Obl, 9TO C HOBOM XO3MKOM MPo-
U301LI0 HecuacTbe. [loacTernyTas 1ypHbIMU MBICIISIMU, JEBYIII-
Ka 3aTaniach U MPUCITYIATACh, HO MEKAY PUTMUYHBIMU MOCTY-
KMBaHMUAMU KOJIEC OHA JIMILIb CJIbIIIAJIA TUXOE JIbIXaHUE JaMBbl.

Crapasicp 0oJbIlIe He TIOAIISABIBATG 3a CIIsIel rpaduHen u
HE raJiaTb O CBOEM TyMaHHOM OyyIiem, K9TpuH mombitanack 3a-



apematb. OHa OMmycTHIA TOJIOBY Ha CIIMHKY C MATKON OOMBKOW,
HO 3aCHYTh TaK M He cMora. [71a3a cimmnanuck, a Mpiciu Oexa-
JIM Bepes1 9kunaxa. JleByIka OCTOpOKHO PUOTKPbLUIA LITOPY U
NIOCMOTpeJIa Ha noskenreplre OeckpaitHue nosns. ConHie Mef-
JIEHHO OIYCKaJIOCh K TOPU30HTY, OKpaIlrBasi HeOo B po30BO-(hu-
OJIETOBBIE OTTEHKH, HO TSDKEJIbIe Ty4r OBICTPO 3aBOJIOKJIH SIPKHUE
Kpacku. U Tenepp Bce Ka3aloCh CEpbIM, TaK HAOMMWHAIOIIUM
JIMLO XO3SIMKU. 3a/IepHYB IITOPY, YTOOB! OOJIbILIE HE B3UpaTh Ha
YTHETAIYI0 KapTUHY, K9T CHOBa npuKpbUIa IJ1a3a.

['yn rosocos BopBaJicsl B CHOBUAeHUA K9TpuH, 1 OHa MeJIeH-
HO MPOOYIMIIach, YyBCTBYs OOJIE3HEHHYIO MYJIbCAIIMIO B 3aThUI-
ke. IlepBoe, Ha 4TO HaTKHyJICA €€ B3N, — 9TO CBEPKAIOLINe
B TEMHOTE IU1a3a rpadguuu. Y, oxBaueHHass MHCTUHKTUBHBIM I10-
PBIBOM, AEBYIIIKA HEOCO3HAHHO BXKaJIACh B CUJCHBE.

Ho nyrawoiee yeauHeHre TyT ke HapylIWIa pacKpbIBILAsSICS
JBEPb KapeThl, U B HEE IIPOHUK OPAHKEBBIM CBET JIaMIbl. B 1Bep-
HOM IpOeMe TMOSIBUJICS CIIYTa M C TPEBEHTUBHON YIIBIOKOM Mpo-
W3HEC:

— IIpuexanu, Baiia CBETJIOCTb.

OH nogai rpacuHe pyKy, U, TSKeI0 OOJIOKOTUBILUCH Ha Hee,
Jama NokuHyJa sxunax. Cnesom 3a Heil BhICKOIb3HY 1A KaTpuH,
IIPUCYTCTBUSA KOTOPOM HUKTO U He 3aMeTwi. Ho Daur Jlensmac
He 3a0blJTa O HOBOH MPUCITYTE U, He 000pauMBasICh, YCTAJIBIM IO-
JIOCOM TPOU3HECA!

— DUOyT, YCTPOI HOBYIO CITyXKaHKY, a 3aBTpa JIall pacropsiKe-
HUSL.



Cpazy xe psiioM C JAEBYILIKOI BO3HUK HEBBICOKMI CTAPUUOK
U ¢ MoOomBITCTBOM nocMoTpen Ha Kat. [locne BHUMaTebHOTO
U3y4YeHHsl ee BHEUTHOCTU OH HEBHSATHO MPOOYOHWII:

— Unem.

Cnenys 3a myxuuHo, KaTpun otmetuna, uro rpaduHIo K a-
JIM, HECMOTPs Ha no3aHee Bpems. OT napaJgHoro BbIXOAA A0 Ka-
PETHI BBICTPOUJIACH PUCITYTA, OCBEIIAS Iy Th JIAMIIAMU, OT KOTO-
PbIX B ITPOXJIAIHOM OCEHHEM BO3JyXe BUTAJ 3amax rapu. «[a, —
nojiymMasia JeByIliKa, — 3[4€Ch SIBHO HE SKOHOMSIT Ha OCBEILIEHUN»,
4ero Hellb3s ObLIO CKa3aTh 0 momecThe appesnrton. Tam takoe
KOJIMYECTBO JIaM 3aKUTAJIM JIMIIb 110 BEJIMKUM Mpa3JIHUKaM, a
caMUy MIPa3JHUKU XO35IMH He JIIOOUJI, TOTOMY 3TO MPOUCXOIHIIO
OY€Hb M OYEHb peKo. [la u caM 3aMOK NpUSTHO yauBuiI KaTpuH.
BHyTpr ObIJI0 Ha PEAKOCTH TEIJIO M HE MaxJIo ChIpocThio. [Toxo-
e, M Ha OTOIUIEHUHM 3/1€Ch HE SKOHOMAT. Ha KaMeHHBbIX CTeHax,
YBEIIaHHBIX TOOeIeHaMu, TIOBCIOly BUCENH 3aKKEHHbIE JTaMIIbl,
ocseliasi Kopuaopsl. VI, HecMOTpsi Ha HOUYb, B 3aMKe OBLJIO JI0-
CTaTOYHO cBeTIIO. Jlaxke mosibl ObUTH YCTIaHbI MeaTbHO YACTBIMU
KOBpaMHM, a Ha KaXJOM LIary CTOsUIM TyMObI C KHUBbIMH LIBETa-
Mu. Mebenb ke Kazaaach yX0KeHHOU 1 COBEpIIIEHHO HOBOIL. Bee
yOpaHCTBO 3aMKa TOBOPUJIO O HEMAJIOM COCTOSTHUU BJIA/ICTIbIIEB.
Jlaxe 1IBETHI B HBIHETITHEEe BpeMs1 ObUTH POCKOIIbI0. C MpIXoaomM
PaHHEN OCEHU BCE pacTEHUS YBSUIN.

MeicienHo Kat noHazesnach, 4to U Kpbulo IpUCTyTry Oyaer
HE XyKe. YBJIeueHHas1 0OCTaHOBKOM, IEBYyIIIKa He 00paTHyia BHU-
MaHUs1 Ha TIPUCTAITbHBIE B3IJIS/IbI, KOTOPBIE HA Hee OpOCaloT CIIy-



', BCTpevaonyrecs Ha MmyTu. A Korja 3aMeTuia, TO cpa3y BO3-
JKeJ1ajla IOCKOpee OKa3aThCs B TOM KOMHATE, KOTOPYIO €1 OTBEJIN.

KpbUo U1t IprciTyri, KOHEYHO 3Ke, MPOIIle, HO TaM ObUIO Yu-
CTO M Ha YIUBJIeHUE CBETI0. HECKONbKO 1aMIl OCBeIaIu JIJIMH-
HBII KOPUJOP, B KOTOPOM OKa3aJI0Ch HEMHOTO MPOXJIa{HEN, YeM
B ocTajibHOM yacty 3aMKa. Ho Katpun 310 He cMyTriio, uoo ona
He npuBbIKIa K Teruty. ['pad Jdappenn Boobie He Gecriokouncs
00 yn00CTBe MPUCITYTH, U B OTBE/IEHHON MM KOMHATE ITOCTOSIHHO
HapyJ TUKUIA XOJIOA U BESUIO ChIPOCThIO.

[Moxunoii ciyra OCTaHOBWJICS M TOJKHYJI MAaCCUBHYIO JIBEPb.
Ta co ckpunom packpbliack. KomHara Obuta 10CTaTOYHO MPO-
cTOpHOH. By1onb cTeH crosiio msATh KpoBarel, a 3actesneHa Obl-
Jla Of1Ha, HO M OHa IycToBasa. Ha crapeHbKoM cTosie BUHEIach
JlaMIia, KOTOPYIO CTapuK, HE Tepsisl BPEMEHHU, 3aKer.

— BoiOupaii KpoBath, — pou3Hec MykunHa. — CBOOOTHHI BCe,
Kpome Toil. {1 ckaxy Kieiim, oHa mpuHeceT TeOe mocTelb.

— Cnacu60, — mobnarogapuia JeByIKa 1 mprcea Ha TBEPAbI
Marpac, ogyMasB, 4TO BCE JIyYllle, YeM COJIOMa.

Ocrasiuchk B oquHOuYecTBe, KaTprH nocMotpesna Ha TycKJible
OJIMKY JIAMIIbl, CKOJIB3SIIIIME KeATOBATBIM CBETOM I10 CEPOil CTe-
HE, CJIOBHO TEHU HEBUAVMBbIX PUBUICHUM, BbUIEIINX U3 YKPbI-
TUIA B HOYU. «BO3MOXHO, 3[1eCh HE TaK U IJI0X0, — MOIyMaJa ¢
rpyctbio Kat. — Y mponaau nponasaoM cBo0o1a, HEM3BECTHO Kak
TaM Bce MOIJIO OOEpHYThCs». A 3[lech OHA MO KPbIIIeH, Aa U ¢
rojiogy He nompeT. HeBosbHO B3IVIsA yHajl HA PBaHOE IPs3HOE
IUIaThe, ¥ C TOCKOM JIEBYIIIKA BCIIOMHIJIA, YTO BCE BEILM OCTaBU-



Ja B iomectbe. M cpem Tex Belen oCcTauch A0pOorue ee cepi-
1y: BBIIIIMBKY MaMbl ¥ KYKJIbI, KOTOpPBIE Ta MAaCTepUJIa JIs 104e-
pu. Ciie3bl NOACTYNWIN K IJ1a3aM, HO, 3KMYPUBIIKCh, KaTpuH
MpOrHaJia ux, He MO3BOJUB MPOIUThCsl. OHA CUJbHAS, CIIPABUT-
cs1, He BpeMsI ropeBaTth O OBUIOM, IVIABHOE — BBIKUTH cefvac.

B oTBeT ee MBICTISAM CO CKPEXETOM pacnaxHyJiach IBEpb, U B
KOMHAaTe MOsIBWICS HEKTO, ube U0 KT He cMoria pa3misiieTh
32 OrPOMHOM Tpyaol Oefbsi B pyKax. Borreamas B3rpoMo3auia
MOAYIIKY U ofiesiio psiaoM ¢ KaTpuH u, BBIAOXHYB, POU3HECA:

— Benenmu npunectu tede. A — Kieiim.

— Ka1puH, Moxkerlib Ha3biBaTh KT, — YJIBIOHYBIIKCH, OTBETHIIA
neByiika. — Criacu6o.

— He 3a uro, — ormaxHynack KieiiM u cesia Ha eIMHCTBEHHYIO
3aCTEJIEHHYI0 KpoBaTh. — byem cocensimu.

— Vry, — mpoOyonmia Kat u monHtepecoBaiach: — A mouemy
ThI 371ech oiHa? B nome masio npucnyru?

— Her, — momaxana ronoBoit cocenka. — [Ipuciyru HeBIpoBo-
POT, IPOCTO BCE KOMHATBI 3aHSATHI, U MEHS MPUIILIOCH MTOCEJIUTh
onHy. Ho 310 u K siy4iiiemy, TUIIIMHA, 12 U 51 cama ceOe X03siKa
XOTh MO BEYEPaAM.

— Ho tenepr TBOE yenuHeHue Hapymwia si, — IPOU3HECTa
Katpun, usyvas o aeBymku. [JoBOJIBHO KpacuBasi, TOJIBKO
HIMPOKUH LIpaMm, NMEPECEKAIOIIMH 11IEKY, HEMHOI'O MOPTUT BHEIII-
HUU BU/I.

— Hy, BbIOMpaTh He MPUXOAUTCS, HAACIOCh, MOJIAIM, — OTBE-
THJIa COOeCeTHUIA U PUHSIIACH pa3ieBaThes. — Kak momana cio-



na? Cama ycrpounach?

— Her, — Tuxo 6pocuna Katpun. — Menst Kynuiu.

— HeynuBuTtenbHO, MeHs TOXe.

— V MeHs HeT HuKakux Berel, KieiiM, a 1 momMbIThcst Obl HE
MeIIaio, — rpycTHO poOyOoHmIa KaT.

— IlnaTbe npucayru BBIAALYT 3aBTPA, @ HOUHYIIKY MOTY I0-
Ka OJJOJDKUTD CBOIO, — YJIBIOHYJIACh COCE/IKA, HO YJIBIOKA Ka3asach
HEKMBOU, TIOTOMY YTO U3YPOJOBAaHHAS CTOPOHA JIMLIA CJIOBHO HE
IeBenIach. — BoT ¢ TeM, 4ToOBI MOMBIThCS, OynIeT clioxHee. B
KOHLIE KOPUJOpa KyNalbHs AJIs1 IPUCIYTY, HO TaM BPsif JIU Ceii-
4ac ecTh Teruiasi Boja.

— Cniacu6o, — otBetiiia KTpuH, UCIIBITBIBAsK 3apOK JAOLYI0-
Csl CUMIIATUIO K JeBYyIIKe. — S 4yBCTBYIO ceOs1 TaKOU IPs3HOM,
YTO U XOJIOJHAsI BOJIA — CIIaCeHUeE.

3 raBa

KaTpuH pacnaxtysa ra3za, ourymas cedst OTIOXHYBIIEH, Kak
HHKOr/a npesx/e. Yepe3 MajeHbKOe OKOIIKO Y MOTOJKA MPOOu-
BAJIUCh NepBble JTyur cosHla. ClajKko MOTSHYBIIUCh, JEBYIIKA
ocMoTpenach 1 3ametuia Kieiim, MogHOCThIO OZIETYIO.

— INonHumaiics, coHHas npuHIecca, s1 TeOe IaTbe MpUHec-
JIa, — MPOM3HECIA T U YKa3ajia Ha CTYJI BO3JIE KPOBAaTH.

— bnarogapio, — orBetmia K31, HEXOTS BBICKOJIB3HYB U3-T10[
TsDKEJIoro ofesia. M oT mpoxsagHoro Bo3jayxa Mo Koxe cpasy
Ke 1oOeKalu MypallKH, yK O4eHb OHa 00/11000Basa TEIUIYIO Ho-
crenb. U Teneps 3amep3na.

Bosic onosngare, KaTpuH TOporuMBo HatsiHysa MJ1aThe, KOTO-



pOe 0Ka3aJioch €il CIMIIKOM BEIMKO U KO BceMy KopoTko. Ho
BBIOMpATh HE MPUXOMWIOCh. [lomymMaB, 4To Mo3ke CMOXKET ero
VIIIUTh, €CJIH, KOHEYHO, HAUAET HUTHU, JIEBYIIIKA TYrO MOAMOsICa-
JlaCh IEPEHUKOM, TEM CaMbIM, HEMHOTO CKPbIB JIMIITHIOIO TKaHb.

VY nBepu Kat nomemina, 10:xxugasack COCeIKy, M Korja ta Io-
PaBHSUIACh C HEW, JIEBYIIIKA YIEp:Kaja €€ 3a PyKy:

— Kuieiim, noyickaxu, Kak MHe Jtydiie ceOs1 Bectu?

— Hymato, crapas rpadguHs Tede Bce yxe pacckasaia, — [IouTH
merioroMm otBeTwiia Kieiim. — He cyii HOC He B cBOM Jiena U 1o-
MEHBIIE Pa3rOBapUBAN.

HeBylika orBeyasia HeX0Ts, U K3TpuH, noxas meyamu, co-
Oupanach yTH, HO COCeIKa 3ajepkaja ee M, HAaKJIOHUBIIKCh K
camMoOMy yXy, Ipoluentania:

— 41 Bce ke mam TeOe COBET — He BBHICOBBIBANCS, A EIlle JIyJllie
— He MONaJancs Ha rjla3a MJIAAIIEMY BHYKY TOCIIOXKH.

C camoro ytpa 13 royioBbl K31 He BHIXOIWIM CJIOBA COCEIKH.
OmHa xoTena CIpocHTh ee, MoYeMy el CTOUT u30eraTb BHyKa rpa-
¢unm, HO He ycnena. Kneiim ObicTpo ymuia.

JleByIiKe B TEPBBIA JIeHb MOPYYMUIM HETBLIBHYIO padoTy —
YIOPABJISIIONIUI BeJIeN CIEAUTb 32 YUCTOTOM B MapagHOM XOJLIe.
Ho Tam u 6e3 Katpun mapuna uucrora. [losromy monaHs oHa
YCEPIHO JIeaJla BUJl, YTO CMaXHUBAET HECYIIECTBYIOIIYIO MbUIb. A
TIOTOM HaTupasa o oyiecka v 6e3 TOro ujaeaabHO YUCTHIA KaMVH.

B 3amke cTosi1a TUIIMHA, 1aXke Pa3roBOPOB MPUCITYTH He Obl-
710 cibiHO. OHY HATIOMUHAIA MBIIIEK, OOSAIIUXCS BHICYHYThCS
13 HOp. Bce crporo 3aHMMaINCh CBOMMU JI€JIaMH, U JIMIIb W3-



pelKa CIbIIAIICS Tooc DUOyTa, OTAAIONIETO PACTIOPSKEHUSI.

K xoHny mHa Kart 3ackyvasna, nogymas, 4TO HA HOBOM MeCTe
HE TakK IUIOXO, KaK OHA JlymMaJla, HO BCE K€ JEBYILIKA IPUBBIKJIA K
Tpyny. N ot 6e3nenbs Katpun Haxonuia ceGe moOyio BO3ZMOX-
HYIO pa0oTy, TaXe He MOJICHUIaCh BRIYMCTUTH KAMUH, CHOBA 3a-
IaykaB ero caxeu. [la u cama uzmaszasnacp BCA.

Oma crosiyia Ha KOJIEHSIX, TIIATEIbHO OTTUPAsi MATHA ¢ Oesoro
Mpamopa, OCTaBIIKECS OT €€ pyK. M, ycibllaB TsKesble 1aru
y BXO/1a, B3/IpOrHyJia. 3a €e CIMHOM pa3jajcs I'yJl MYXKCKUX ro-
JIOCOB:

— DioyT, rae 6adymka?

KsTpun nonzeno o0oIbITCTBO, M OHA YKPAAKOW NMOBEPHYIIA
TOJIOBY, TYT %€ OTpyraB ceOsl 3a IIIYNOCTh, TOTOMY UTO ee IJa3a
HATKHYJIMCh Ha JIIOOOTIBITHBIN B3IJIs1/1 HE3HAKOMIIA. Moot ue-
JIOBEK, OOJIaueHHBII B JOPOTUE OJEsTHUS, 3aMETUIT ITPUCYTCTBUE
KsT u tenepp 3agymunBo paccMmatpuBai ee. OH ObUI BBICOK U
XOPOIIIO CJIOXKEH, a JUIO... [leBylika nogymana, 4To HUKOIAA
HEe BU/Ie/Ia HACTOJIbKO MPHBJIEKaTeNbHbIX moaen. M, 3amo0oBas-
IIMCh HE3HAKOMLIEM, B3[JPOTHYJIA, YCIIBIIIIAB:

— Kaxercs, y Hac HOBEHbKasl.

N tonbko Ttenepp KaTpuH 3ameTnia psiaioM C HE3HAKOMIIEM
e1rie OIHOro MyX4uHy. TOT ObLI BhITIIE U KOpeHacTel. OH CKOJb3-
HyJ 110 K3T HeOpe:KHbIM B3IJISI0M U HATTPABHUIICS K JIECTHUIIE, TIO
KOTOPOH YK€ BEJIMYECTBEHHO CITycKasach rpadguns. Jluuo cra-
pOM J1aMbl CHUSJIO, a Hapsid, KaK U MpPexkJie, OCTABAJICS KUIIE/b-
HO-yepHbIM. OHa NPOTAHYJIA XYyAble PYKH K MYKUYMHE U ITPOU3-



Hecqa:

— Muriienb, MaTbUMK MOM, KaK s paja TeOst BUAETb.

Tot nokyoHWICs rpaduHe U, MoIeIoBaB ee PyKy, YIaIUcs.
A U110 NApHS, KOTOPBIM MPOAOJIKAJ CBEPIUTD 1a3aMu KaTpuH,
PACIUIBLIOCH B YJIBIOKE, 1 OH HEMELJIS IBUHYJICS HABCTpeUy DIUT
Henbmac.

— balyika, — mpou3Hec MOJIOION YeIoBeK, OOHUMAs CTapy-
Xy, — f TaK CKyyYaJl.

—T'abpwuenpb, — oTBeTHIIA C YABIOKOM I'parHs 1 Kicye3ia B 00b-
SITUSIX BHYKA.

Kat, ykpaakoii HaOmoaaBIas 3a 3TOi CIICHOM, MoAyMaJia, 4To
9TO, BUUMO, U €CTh BHYKHU rocroxu. Ho kakon u3 HUX muiaj-
mmii? KoMy crout He momagatbes Ha Tiaza? [aOpuans? [la,
napeHb HUXE POCTOM M XyJee, TOJIBKO pa3Be 3TO MOKa3aTelib?
HeBonbHO KaTprH oT™MeTHIIa, YTO OpaThst COBCEM MEXTy COOOM
He noxoxu. [IpaBna, Muniens eil He yaanoch pacCMOTPETb, HO
Jiake TO, UTO TOT OpIOHET, a ["abpuaib OJIOHIUH, TOBOPHIIO O pa3-
JINYUSIX.

PeruB 60sibIiie He TapaluThCs Ha CeMeHOe BOCCOeAMHEHNE,
JIeBYIIKA C ellle OONBIIUM YCUTEeM MPUHSIIACh HATUPATh KAMUH.
Ho kpaem yxa Bce ke NpUcIyrBaach K pa3roBopy 3a CIIMHOM:

— Haperoce, Bl ¢ MumeneM 3aaepxurech? — ¢ XpUIIOTLHON
cnpocuia rpaduHs.

— 4 nymato, 3a1epKych JIoMa Ha Mapy MecCSLEB, — OTBETUJ
6apxarHbIM rosiocoM [abpuane, u Katpun ¢ Tpynom nodoposna
HEOXHMJAHHBIA MOPbIB 00EpHYThCSA. — A Murens yener depes



napy JHeu.

— HeynuButenbHO, — B3I0XHYJIA YTHETEHHO CTapyXa, — Y HEro
BEYHO JIeJa.

K3t BO3Bpaianace B CBOI0 KOMHATy OKOJIO nojyHouu. Horu
JeBYIIKY eJie Tieuch. Tsokenas padoTta He yTOMIISUIA TaK, KaK ee
orcytcTtBUe. CHIT HE OCTaBAJIOCh JIaXe HA TO, YTOOBI pa3/eThCs,
nostoMy KaTprH pyxHysa Ha KpoBaTh B ILJIaTbe. A yTpOM, KOrza
IIPOCHYJIaCh, TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO BOBCE HE OTAOXHYIA.

CerosiHsi IeBYIIKY OTIpPaBWIM Ha KyxHIO. W 3Ta paborta e
HpaBwiIach 6onpire. becipekocnoBHo KaTprH BHIONHSIA yKa-
3aHMsI KyXapKy M He 3amedalia, Kak ObICTpO TeyeT BpeMs 3a ro-
TOBKOM. B mpocTopHOM KOMHaTe BUTAJI MIPSIHBIM apOMAaT KapKo-
o, a TaKXke MOKHO ObUIO HACTATUTHCS CJIAJJKUM 3araxoM CJIO-
Obl, KOTOPYIO THIITHOTENAs] KEHIIMHA BHITIEKasla ¢ 0COOOM TIna-
TenbHOCTBI0. K OCHOBHOM paboTe Kyxapka ¢ 3a0aBHBIM UMEHEM
Kanma He nogmyckana Kat. JlaBana geByllike Juiillb MEJIKHUE MO-
pyYeHHsI: Hape3aTh OBOILM, IPUHECTH BOJbI, MoMelars cymn. U
JaKe 32 BBIITOJTHEHUEM 3THX, HE CTOJIb OTBETCTBEHHBIX 33JaHUN
cnenuia co Beel crporoctbio. Ho Katpun He obuxkanack, Hao00-
poT, 3T0 ee Becenwio. Kaifiia — 1oOpoayIHas KeHIuHa, U Kak
Obl HU XOTeJla BaKHUYATh, BHITJISIZIENA JIMIIb 3a0aBHO. A TIO3Ke,
KOIZa Kyxapka JOCTajla U3 IIe4Yd apOMaTHYIO BblNieuky, Kot mo-
YYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK 3acocajo Mop Jioxkeukou. 1 xeHnmHa B3sia
IBIIHYIO, PyMsHYI0 OyJIOUKY M, Pa3JIOMUB MOMOJIaM, IPOTSHYJA
JIEBYIIIKE CO CIIOBAMMU:

— Yromancs.



Hacnaxnasice cnankoit cno6oit, Katpun uyTh He 3aMypiibIka-
JIa OT yIOBOJILCTBUS. JJaBHO OHa He MpoOOBajia HUYETO MOI00-
HOT'O, HEXKHasi MSIKOTh MPSIMO-Taku Tasia Bo pry. OT cmakoBa-
HUS OyJIKM JEBYIIKY OTBJIEK HEI0BOJIbHBIN Tosioc Kaiimm:

— Crymnaii, 1eBoYKa, Ha KOHIONIHIO U nouty tam [llepunun.
Ckopo KyllIaHbsI OJIaBaTh, & OHA MOILIA BBIHOCUTH ITOMOU U ITPO-
naya. OnsTh, MOAU, Ha JIOMIAAEH 3a1000BaIach.

K3TpuH, NporiaoTuB NocaeJHUi KyCoUYeK, MOCTENInIa BbIIO-
HUTb nopyuyeHre. OHa He 3HaJla, I7Ie HAXOIUTCS KOHIOIIHS, el
BOOOIIIE HE MPUXOAUIOCH ObIBaTh BO 1Bope. Ho monro mckarh
HE MPUIIIOCh — JAEBYIIIKA CIIPOCHIIA Y PAOOTHUKA, CrpedaroIero
ceHo Ha 3aaHeM aBope. [lopoitns 6mmke, KT yenpimana pxa-
HUeE JIOIIafell U BOCXUTUIACh pa3Mepamu KoHoHA. OHa Oblia
OrpOMHasi, a 3aroH PsOM, Ka3ajaoCch, HE UMeJ KOHIIA U Kpasl.
K3TpuH HEBOJIBHO 3aCMOTpEIaCh Ha MaJICHbKUX KOHSIIEK, PE3BO
npeiraionux Ha Jayry. Ho, GsicTpo cebst ogepHyB, BOIILIA B BOPO-
Ta ¥, JOXKJABIIIKCH, KOT/Ia IJ1a3a MPUBBIKHYT K MPaKy, KPUKHYJIA:

— Hlepuinun.

OTtBeToM eil ObUTa THINMHA, a TIOTOM U3 JIPYroro KOHIA Io-
ciplaiicsl 3ByK Bo3HU. M K3t mokasasnock, 4To OHa ycIblia-
na BexJimn. CrienaB HECKOJIBKO HEYBEPEHHBIX 111aroB BIIEPE]], Ae-
BYIIIKAa CHOBA IMO3BaJja:

— IlepunuH, T 30eCh? Tebst TPeOYIOT HA KYXHIO.

W neiicTBUTENBHO, HABCTPEUY €U BBICKOUMJIA [IEBOYKA, IJla-
3a KOTOPOH Aaxke B TEMHOTe OJiecTesn OT ciie3. BexumnHyB Te-
nepb yKe rpomMye, oHa rpoMuanach MUMo KatpuH, coBepiiieHHO



He TIocMOTpeB Ha Hee. A cama K3t 3acThiia cTtondom, He IMOHM-
Masi, 4TO ITpoucxoauT. 1 noHsuia mms Torna, Koraa nepes Hem
BO3HUK B3bepollieHHbIN ['adpraib. OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH JIEBYIII-
Ka MOMATWIACh Ha3aj U, OCTYNMBIIKCh, YyTh HE ynana. 1 yem
Omke OHA TIOIXOAWJIA K BBIXOAY, TEM CUJIbHEe CBET Majajl Ha
mmto napHs. U Teneps Katpun Buaena, 4to ero romyosie ia3a
CBEPKAIOT OT 3JI0CTH, a I'yObl CKPUBUJIMICh B YXMbLUIKE.

—Ilpocrute... ... 1 He 3Haja, — MPOMAMIIAJIA JEBYILIKA, ITbl-
TasICh OIIPAB/IAThCS, M TOJIBKO OHA XOTelsla yoexkaTh, Kak ['adpu-
39JIb CXBAaTUJI €€ 34 PYKY.

— U yero ke Tl HE 3HaJIa? — COPOCUJI OH, BCMAaTPUBAsICh €1
B JIULIO.

— Y10 BBI 31€Ch. .. — BBIIABWIIA paCTEPAHHO KT 1 mouyBCTBO-
BaJIa, KK €ro MaJbIibl JO 00U CKAJH JIOKOTb.

— W 910 OBI UBMEHUIIOCH, €CTY 3HAJA?

—4l... 4... He 3Hal0, MHE TNopa, — MPOLIENTajla OHa, MbITAsCh
0CBOOOJIUTH PYKY.

— Her, noporyiia, Tl IBIIaCh KaKk HEJb3s1 BOBPEMSI, — OMHUM
PHIBKOM OH JiepHY/1 K3TprH K cebe, 1 OHa 4yTh He pa30miia HOC,
BII€YATABILKCh JIMIIOM B €r0 KAMEHHYIO IPY/b.

— Ilycrure, — npomsaminia Kat, 4yBCTBYA cTpax, HapacTaw-
I/ BHYTPHU.

— Otmyry, KOrjia couTy HyXXHbIM, — TIpornunes xpuruio ['ad-
pU3JIb.

— ['aGpwanb, THI TaM? — C YJUIIBI IOHECCS MYKCKOU ronoc. U
KsTpuH, BOCNOIBb30BaBIIMCh 3aMUHKOM, BBIpBajia PyKy M IOMYa-



Jlach NpoyYb. SIpKUid CBET BO JBOpPE OCJENWJI, U JEBYIIKA Aake
HE 3aMETUJIA YEJIOBEKA, B KOTOPOI'O Bpe3aJlach IJIEYOM, U, JIUIIb
B3JIPOTHYB, CO BCEX HOT Mmodexaia Jajbliie.

4 riiaBa

[Tocne mpouciecTBUs B KOHOIIHE K3TpuH Xoauia u nocro-
SIHHO orisapiBasiack. OHa 03Wpaiach MO CTOPOHAM B TEMHBIX,
Oe3JI0IHBIX Kopuaopax 3amka. Eii kazanock, OyaTo 3a Hel KTo-
TO CJeQyeT MO MsATaM, U CTOUT PAcCIadUThCs, KaK OHA TYT ke
YIOUT B KaIlKaH.

Tem xe Beuepom Kot nbitanace paccnpocuts Kiienm u y3Hath
no6osbie o [abpuane, HO Ta, IMMMKHYB Ha Hee, HAOTPe3 OTKa3a-
Jack oTBevath. JIuib 1menoTom npepynpeauia, Yrodbl aepxa-
JIaCh OT HETO Kak MOXHO jaJibiie. ImeHHo 31o u nenana Katpun
TIOCJIe/THIE HEeCKOJIbKO JHel. OHa HaMepeHHO MPOoCHIach pado-
TaTh Ha KyXHE, CTapasiCh He BBIXOAUTH OTTYAA Oe3 0cOO0M Ha00-
Hoctu. Ene nomornnuneit Tam 6suta Hlepumun. [paBaa, nepou-
Ka Bcsiuecku m3berana Kat, nake Korga oHU OCTaBajMCh OHM,
OHa TO ¥ JIeJI0 OTBOAMJIA B3IJISII MJT BOBCE cOerara.

Ot kyxapku Kstpun y3nHana, uyto Illepu (Tak ee HasbiBaja
’KEHIIMHA), BCETO YEThIPHA/ALIATH JIET M OHA cupoTa. Marthb 1eBOY-
KM TOMepJia HECKOJIbKO JIET Ha3a] OT YaXOTKH, a OTLIa U BOBCE
He ObuT0. KT cpasy xe nmouyBcTBOBaia cumvmaruio K [llepunmn,
Y COYYBCTBUE K HEH CJIMBAJIOCh C €e COOCTBEHHOM CKOpObI0. OHa
MIPEKPACHO MOHUMAJIA, YTO UCIIBITHIBAET Ta, OCTABIINACH CHPOTOM,
BeIb IPUMEPHO B TAKOM € BO3PACTE M OHA cama JIMIINJIACh Ma-
tepu. Ho kak ObI ieByIIIKa HU TIbITAIaCh HaWTH roaxon K [lepw,



J€BOYKA BCSYECKU CTapajach JepxkaTbcs OT Hee mojassiue. U
Kot BCe ragana, nouemy?,Beap oHa He caenaia el HUYEro Iuio-
XOro0.

Pok Hactur Katpun yxe cienyoomum BeuepoM. M HaBepHoe,
HOCJIEAYIOIUE COOBITHSI CTAaHYT JJISl IeBYLIKU JEWCTBUTEIBHO
CyAbOOHOCHBIMH, TIOTOMY YTO OTHBIHE €€ XKM3Hb B KOpPHE M3Me-
HUTCA. M mycTh OHa ellie He 3HaJa, YTo KJIET €€ BIIEPEH, HO Cpa-
3y K€ [I0Y4yBCTBOBAJIAa HEXOPOILLEE, YCIIBbIIIAB, KAK YITPABIIAIOLIMN
JIEASHBIM TOJIOCOM ITPOU3HEC:

— Katpun, ctynait HemenieHHO B IOKoU rocrioguHa ['adpuans
Y HaBEW TaM YHCTOTY.

Pyku feBylIKM TyT ke 3aMepid, U OHa 4YyTb HE BBIPOHU-
7a OImoie, KOTOpoe TOMBKO YTO C TAKMM YCEPAMEM BBITHpAA.
KaTpyH nomHssa rmasa U B3IPOTHYJIA, HEOKUOAHHO HATKHYB-
mmch Ha B3riag lepuivH, nonHeld yxaca. [JIeBouka Tapamim-
JIach Ha Hee He Mopras U BHyTpu y KaT 3apoauiicsi HEBOJIbHbIN
CTpax.

— Ho y meHs erie ropa HEMBITON ITOCYZbL,— BO3pa3uJjia AEBYII-
Ka JpO’KallyM I'0JIOCOM, IBITasACh CIIACTUCh,— BO3MOXHO KTO-TO
U3 IIPUCITYTA MEHEE 3aHAT. ..

— ThI r1yXasi?— HeIOBOJILHO MPOOYOHMIT DUOYT.

— Her, — BuHOBaTO omycTus I71a3a orBeTuiia Katpus.

— Tel nonyunia pacnopsixenve?

— JI-n-1a,— ckBO3b 3yObl BhIaBaM Kor.

— Tak BBINONHSAN, Ja MOKUBEN,— PABKHYJ YIIPaBJISIIOIIHIA, CO-
OupasiCh, yXOAUTb.



— Ho s naxe He 3Hal0, rie HAXOASTCS MOKOU FOCHO/IMHA,— Ka-
JIOOHO TIponWINaia JeBymKka. M B 93Ty MUHYTY COBCEM HEKCTa-
TH paclaxHyJiach JIBepb KyXHH, Ha MOPOre KOTOPOM MOSIBUIACH
Kneiim.

— Kuieiim 1e6s1 mpoBoauT,— Opocuit el Beiien DUOyT u HeMe st
3amaraj mpoyb.

B ronoee Katpun kpyTwiuch cambie aypHble Mbicid. OHa
MEJIJIEHHO, Ha BAaTHBIX HOTaX, OJAHUMAJIACh IO JIECTHULIE, CIIeTys
3a mpoBokarou. Ta ke mMoinyana, HaXMypPHBILKCh, COBEPILIEHHO
He oOpaliiasi BHUIMaHUSI Ha CBOIO CIyTHUITY. U juiis B TeMHOM
KOpUIOpE, TaM, KyAa He MajaJl CBET OT JIaMII, OHa OCTAaHOBUJIACh
u pe3ko odepHynach K Katpun. Ilocrne yero cxparunia AeBYIIKY
3a IUIEYM U C HEBEPOSITHOM CHJION MpYXkKayia K CTEHE.

— Ciy1iay MeHs1 BHUMATeNIbHO,— MpornenTaia Kienm, Tskeno
apiia Kieiim, a ee rmaza Onecrenu, Kak y 6e3yMHOR.— UTo ObI
TaM HU MTPOU30IILIO, MOTYM U Tepru. M Bo 4TO Obl TO HU CTAJIO
HE MoJaBall HUKAKMUX SMOIIUH.

— O 4eM TBI?— gpOXka OT cTpaxa, npomsamimia Karpus.

— 3anomMHM XOPOIIIEHbKO: HE COMPOTUBJISNCS U He KpyuuH. Pa-
JI1 BCETO CBSITOTO, TOJILKO HE MPOBOLIUPYH €TO.

[Iupoko otkpsiB pot, Katpun cMotpena Ha Kieiim u He y3Ha-
Basia ee. JIMIO IEBYIIKKM B TEMHOTE Ka3aJI0Ch TeTeNIbHO- OeJTbiM,
a pyku, cxumaromye ey Kat, o6nanan oTHIONb He JeBUYbe
cwiioi. JleByllika XxoTena CIpoCUThb, YTO BCE TO 3HAYUT, HO CO-
ceqKa pe3ko yopana pyku, u Katpus uyTs Obu10 He yriana. Ornom-
HUBIICh, OHA MOJIHSJIA TOJIOBY, a KilenMm yxke ycnena oToutu Ha



HECKOJIBKO I1IaroB.

Cocenxka ocraBuiia KaTprH y OrpOMHBIX IByCTBOPYATBIX ABE-
peii. He mpoponus Gosbinie HU ciioBa, Kieiim mocmoTpena BHU-
MaresbHO B T1a3a Kot u ynanunace. U Teneph neBymika nepeMu-
HaJIach C HOTH Ha HOT'Y, He peliasich BoiTi. OHa He 4yBCTBOBaJIa
ce0s1 HACTOJILKO OOPEUSHHOMW Jake TOT/Ia, KOrjia €€ BhICTABIISUIIN
C OCTaJIbHBIMY HEBOJIBHUKAMM Ha TUTOMA M T ipofaxu. Kaza-
JIOCh, YTO CTOWT BOWTHU M BBIXOJA Ha3aj yxe He Oyaer. [Ipoxka-
IIMMH PyKaMM JeBYIIKa CXkaja TPAKILY, KOTOPYIO 3aXBaThiia C
co0oM 115 YOOPKH, U, TSIKEJIO B3/IOXHYB, BCE ke 3acTaBuiia ceOst
BorTH. U TyT ke OTCTynmIia Ha3ajd U BKajiach CIIMHOM B 3aKpbI-
ThI€ JIBEPU.

— Cryyarh He Y4l ?— HEOBOJIbHO Opocui ['abpuans, ere
MTHOBEHHE Ha3ajJ CTOSIBIIMIA y pACHaxHyTOro OKHA, a Te-
niepb BHUMATEJIbHO Pa3IyIsAbIBAOIIMI HeBOIbHHMITY. [TapeHs Obit
0e3 pyOailky, XOTs B KOMHaTe Iapwia npoxiana, u Karpun
MOIJIa JIMIE3PETh BBIMYKJIbIE MBIIIIBI O] 3aropesiod KOKeH.
Ona HEBOJIBHO MOKpacHesa, OTMETUB, 4To ['abpuamb 10BOTBHO
HEeTUIOXO CJIOKEH, a OpOH30Basi KOka — OOJbINast peJKOCTh IS
YeJioBeKa ero MoJIoKeHUSI.

— Ilpoctute. { He 3Haya, 4TO BHI 3/1€Ch,— Npou3Hecaa Kar,
JyBCTBYSI, KaK IIEPEChIXaeT B ropie. — MHe Beseny HaBeCTH y Bac
TIOPSIOK.

— Yro %k, pa3 BeJiesl, HABOJU,— HE OTPhIBasi OT JICBYIIKH JIIO-
OOIBITHBIX I71a3, OTBETHUJI TOCTIO/IVH.

KaTpuH HepemmrensHO mpomuia BrIyOb KOMHATH M OpOCH-



JIach MIPOTUPATH MbLIb U PACKJIA/IBIBATH BEIIM TIO CBOMM MECTaM.
OnHako yoopKa He JIaquiiach, MO0 JeBYyIIKA MOCTOSTHHO YYBCTBO-
BaJsla Ha ce0e MPUCTaIbHbIA My:KCKOM B3Isi1. CITyCTs HEKOTOpOe
BpeMsi KT 3ameTnia, yTo KOMHATa 3aMoJHIIACH TTOTYMPAKOM,
U, 0OEPHYBIIUCH K XO35IMHY, IPOU3HECIA, HE MOAHUMAS TJ1a3:

— VXe CAMIIKOM TeMHO, 5 IofieJialo paboTy 3aBTpa yTpoM, ec-
JI1 Bbl, KOHEUHO, HE BO3pakKaeTe.

— Bospaxaio,— orBetut ['abpuaneb, 1 eByIlIKa yBUiena, Kak B
TeMHOTe OJieCHYH ero Oesible 3yObl. — MHe HyKHa TBOSI TOMOIIIb.

— Uro ot MeHs1 TpeOyeTcsi?— MallMHAJIbHO MPOTapaTopuiia
OHa.

— ITomoru MHe CHATD caror.

Katpun xortena OblJIO BO3pa3uTh, HO, HE MOCMEB, MOAOILIA
K TOCHO/IMHY, BOCCE/IaBIIEMY Ha KpPOBAaTH, ¥ OIyCTUJIACh TIepeNl
HUM Ha KojieHH. OH BBITSIHYJI CBOM JIJIMHHBIE, CTPOWHBIE HOTH,
MIO3BOJISISL [IEBYIIIKE CTAIUTh C HUX OOYBb. BBINOIHUB MPUXOThH
xo3sHa , K91 pe3ko nopHsmack, cooupasich yiuTu, HO ee KUCTb
CKaJIM TOpSTIME MANbIIb [ adprams.

—IlocnyniHas jeBoYKa,— NOXBaJIUJI aPEHb C MOTYYIbIOKOH. —
TeGe He rOBOPMIIM, UTO Thl COBCEM HE MOXO0Xka Ha MPUCITYTY?

— Otuero xe? — NporJoTUB KOMOK, MOSIBUBLIMICS B TOpIe,
BblIaBUIa KaTpuH.

— Ciumikom xopolna st YOOpKH. . .

— BoiOupaTh He MPUXOAUTCS,— MPOMSIMIIMJIA AEBYIIKA, IEPHYB
PYKY, 4TOOBI 0OcBOOOIUTKCS. — [IpocTuTte, MHE Topa.

— 4 TeOs emme He OTIyCKaJl,— HEIOBOJILHO mipornvren ['adbpu-



3JTh, Y TETIEPh €r0 IJ1a3a CTPAHHO 3a0JIecTeNy.

He naB KaTpuH onomHUTBCSA, MapeHb pe3ko OpocHi ee Ha
KpOBaTh 1 MTHOBEHHO HABUC HAJl €€ TEJIOM.

— KpacuBas,— npousHec OH, IPOYEPTUB KOCTAIIKAMHU TaJlb-
1IeB 10 I1aAKoN 1eke. KT 3acThiia, 60sCh cenaTh BIIOX, a Cepi-
1€ B IPY/IU BHIOMBAJIO KOJIOKOJIBHYIO TPEJTh.

PacmmpeHHbIMM OT yXkaca Ila3aMy JIEBYIIKA CMOTPENa, Kak
["aOpuess B OMH MPBIKOK OCEAJIAll ee U yrepcsl pyKaMu B T10-
JyHIKY 110 06e ctopoHbl OT KatpuH.

— [Tonrpaem?— oxpurnmm rosocom rnpousHec napens. M Kar
X0Tesia ObUIO 3aKpHYaTh, YTOOBI OH €€ HEMEJIEHHO OTITYCTHUI, HO
TYT K€ B IaMATHU BCIUIbLIM cioBa Kineiim: «Momuu u Tepnv». U
MIOKa €€ MO3T CYJOPOKHO MCKaJT KaKKe-JIMO0 MyTH K CIIACeHUIO,
pyka ['aGpwans cMsiia miaTbe Ha TpyAu AEBYIIKH U OTHUM pe3-
KM JIBUKEHUEM pa3opBaJia ero.

S riiaBa

Katpun, oOypeBaemasi maHukoW, cMoTpena, Kak [aGpuanb
pacrep3ai1 1ud ee 1Iarhbs, orossas rpyap. Ilepen rmazamu Benbix-
HYJIa KapTUHA TOTO JHSI, KOTAA OTell TaK K€ MbITAJICS HaJApyraTh-
Cs HaJ HEW.

— Ilycrure, ymousio, g He Xouy! — NpoKkpuyaia B OTYASTHUU
JEBYILIKa, TOHUMAs1, YTO €l HE OJIOJIETh CTOJIb KPEIKO CIIOKEH-
HOTO TMapHSI.

— Tebst HUKTO HE CIpalMBAET, Yero Thl XOUElllb, — MPOPbIYa
["aGpuasb, U ero JIUI0 UCKa3MIIa 37I0CTh.

K31 He cooOpaxana, Bce mpeoctepexkenus Kieiim B MOMEHT



BBUIETEJIU M3 royioBbl. Kak ocaTaHeBIasi OHa Hayajia COIpPOTUB-
JIITHCSI, MOJIOTSI KYJIAKAMH TIO TeJTy MApHsI, W THITAsCh KOTTSIMU
BIETIUTLCS eMy B Jvio. YenoBek, 00e3yMeBINuil OT cTpaxa, He
Bceraa crocodeH cedst konTponupoBarb. M1 KatpuH, crpactHo
KaXKIyasi OCBOOOAUTLCS U3 PyK MYUHTeNsl, oOpesia HeObIBa-
ayio cuity. Ho 3BOoHKas morieurnHa ObICTPO OXJIaIuia ee bl 3a-
CTBIB, [IEBYIIIKA TIOUYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK OT OOJIM CBOIUT YEJIOCTH, a
POT HAIOJNHSETCS KPOBBIO.

K3T B oTyasiHuM B3upaja Ha TOCIOAWHA, TIOCIACIHSIS Karuis
HAJICK/Ibl pACTBOPWIIACH Y Hee B ayire. Ho emy Oblna Ge3pa3mmy-
Ha ee HeMasl MOJIbOa, OH HE 3aMedayl HUYero B IMOIBITKE TONy-
YUTh KeJlaeMoe. Boriblnasi, BiaxHas JJaJOHb HAKpbLIa ee Ipy/b
u 710 Oomu cxana. BckpuknyB, K9TpuH yBuzena, Kak U3 HUOTKY-
aa B cBOOOAHON pyke [aOpmams mosBIIICS KUHKaJI. 3aBOpOKe-
Ho K3t ycraBunach Ha cepeOpsiHOe Jie3BHe, TIepeuBaloIeecs B
TulaMeHH cBevd. M Mo3r, CKOBaHHBIH YKacoM, He cpasy MpOCHT-
HaJIWI 00 OMACHOCTH.

['poMKO 3aKpHUyaB, AEBYIIKA MOYYBCTBOBANIA, KaK 10 ee peod-
paM TOJIOCHYJT XOJIOAHBIA MeTaylt. M 60JIb BCIIBIIIKON MPOH3KIA
TeJI0, OOKHUTasi KOXKY ropsiueid Bjarom.

Crie3bl KaTHJIKCh TI0 IeKaM, a B3TJIsI, TIOJTHBIN CTpaxa i MyKH,
uckan cacerus. ['aGpuanb, CIOBHO B He cebe, CMOTpes Ha paHy,
KOTOPYIO HaHec. A MOTOM IpWXaJl JIaJ0Hb K TOpe3y |, MOIHSIB
PYKY, TIOTHEC OKPOBABJICHHBIE TAJIBIIBI K CBOEMY JIUILY.

KaTpuH Bxkanach B OAYIIKY, [JIs/s], C KAKMM O€3yMHBIM Y/I0-
BOJIbCTBMEM TapeHb CIM3BIBAET KPOBb C manibiieB. OH MOXOAWT



Ha CyMacIIe/iIero, o0 6ecTesn oT NoTa, a 3pavyky, CBEPKAIOIIUe
CTPAIIIHBIM IIJTAMEHEM, ObLIH PACITHPEHBI.

Tenepp ¢ AMILIOM, MEpenaykaHHbIM KPOBbIO, OH HAIIOMUHAII
K3TpuH MOHCTpa u3 cambIX cTpallHbIx KommapoB. Heronsii Ha-
CJIQKJJAJICS 3PEJIUILEM, CJIOBHO BITUTBHIBAI OOJIb, KOTOPYIO MPH-
YMHSUT AeByluKe. KT pblgana B rojioc, HO HUKTO HE CIeln ei
Ha nomolilb. Teso, oHeMeBIlee OT yxkaca, 0cnadio U He XOTeJo
nogruuHAThesA. OHa criesiaa elle HECKOIbKO HUUTOKHBIX IOITbI-
TOK CKMHYTh ['abpuansi ¢ ceOs1. U 310 He yBeHUAIOCh yCrexom, a,
Ha000pOT, UIIH TIofIesI0 Mep3aBia. CxBarus Katpun 3a ropro,
OH IIPUHSLJICS paCCTErMBATh CBOU LITAHbI, U, OTOJIMBILKCH, 3a/1pal
100Ky JIEBYIIIKH.

["a6pwamp HaBamiics Ha KT, pa3Bojisi KOJIGHOM ee TPsCYIITH-
ecs Horu. [louyBCTBOBaB, Kak €ro TBEPAbIM OpraH ynepcs ev B
6enpo, Karpun oco3Hana, 4ro oH neitaercs caenarsb. U Beeit ay-
IO He »eJiasi, 4ToObl Hajl Hell HaJipyrajuch, AEBYILKA IPU3Ba-
Jla BCEe CBOM CHJIBI Ha TIOMOIIIb. VI3BUBasICh BO BCE CTOPOHBI, OHA
KpHyasia, Tulakasia 1 MoJuia He Tporats. B36ecusmics, [adpu-
3JTb MOMBITAICS YPE30HUTh K3T, HO HOBBI yrap Mo ee JIMIYy HU-
4ero He U3MeHUJ1. JleByIlKa JIMIIb cTajla eJI03UTh ITy1Ie IpekHe-
ro, ¥ MAPHIO HE YAAaBAJIOCh CKPYTUTDb €i PyKH.

[Mornomennas 6oppOoi, KaTpun He cpasy 3amermna, Kak
B pykax ['aOpuans cHoBa mosiBuiIcs KuHxkaj. M Tombko Koraa
OCTpHE MUMOJIETHO KOCHYJIOCh €€ I'Py/ii, B3OPBIKHYJIA U, 320PaB,
cOpocuia Heroass ¢ cedsl.

HaronHuB nbutaomye jerkue Bo3ayxoM, JeBYIIKa HeMes



BCKOUMJIA HA HOTY 1 TIOMYaJiach K iBepu. Ho B3sBIINCE 32 pyUKYy,
ocraHoBuIach. OOEPHYBIIKCH, OHA 3aMeTWIIa, YTo [ adpuanb He
meBenuTcs. OH Jiexkan Ha )KUBOTE, YTKHYBIIUCH JTUIIOM B TOJI.
[lopoxaaB HEMHOTO B HaJIeXk 1€, UYTO IapeHb OYHeTcs1, KaTpuH Ha
LBIIIOYKAX HAIIPABUJIACh K HEMOABUKHOMY TEIY.

Omnacasice mofonTH OJIMAKe, JEBYIIKA HETPOMKO OKJIMKHYJA!

— I'abpuaib.

Ho Tor nponomxkan nexarb, He 1ogaBasi IPU3HAKOB KU3HHU.
Torna, mpuxaBs pyKHd K KOJIOTALIEMYCA B Ipyau cepaiy, Kot ony-
CTUJIaCh HA KOJIEHU PsAJOM ¢ HUM. U Hecmeno ToJIKHy A Jpoka-
el Kuctbio. Ml cHoBa HUUETo, OH CIIOBHO He apiman. O0ypesa-
eMasi TpEBOroH, AEBYIIIKA MOIBITAIACH MOJHATD €r0, U €€ Majb-
bl BJISNAIMCH BO UTO-TO JUMNKOE U Tervioe. [lepectaB Apliiarh,
KsTpun npunoassiia, HACKOIBKO 3TO ObUIO BO3MOXHO, ['abpua-
711 1 OOHApy:KWJIa MOJ HUM MEJIEHHO PAcMo3aloulylocs JIyxKy
KPOBH.

3akpuyas, K3t oTckoumna ot mapHs u Opocuiiach K BHIXOLY
C TOPTaHHBIM PEBOM:

— Ha nomoriib, rocnofgviH paHeH !

CroTeIKasch, AEBYIIKA pacrnaxHyJia IBepH U, OKa3aBLIMCh B
SIPKO OCBEILLIEHHOM KOPUAOpPE, 3KMYypHUach, CHOBa MO3BaB Ha
nomoiiib. TYT e B APYroM KOHIIE BO3HUKJIO YEPHOE MSATHO, HO
MYTHBIM B30poM KaTpuH He mMornia pazo0parh, KTO HallpaBJsieT-
csl K Heil. I3 HMOTKya psiioM BO3HUK DUOYT U HEJJOBOJIBHO 3a-
OyxTen:

— Yro HatBOpMIa, gypa?



Cnenom 3a HuMm Kot BepHynach B mokou ['abpuans u, peigas,
yKazaja Ha TeJo:

— OH He 11eBeauTCs, TaM KpPOBb.

VYpasnsionuii Opocuiics ObIJIO K MapHIO, HO €ro OTTOJIKHYJA
rpacduHs, BUXpEM BOpBaBIIAsICsl B KOMHATY.

— Moii MaJTbu¥IK, — 3aBbUIA YTPOOHBIM BOEM CTapyXa, yIaB Ha
KOJIEHU PSAJIOM C BHYKOM.

— Uro b Hafenana? — 3apeiyai Dit0yT, ynapus Katpun kyna-
KOM IO JIUILYy, U, HE YCTOSIB HA HOTax, JAEBYIlIKa yraa.

— ITO CIy4YalHOCTb, — 3AJIMBAACH CI€3aMM, IUIaKala OHA. —
A... A He xorena.

— 41 BBIOBIO U3 TeOs BCIO Aypb, — 3a0pajl DHUOYT, CHOBA 3amMax-
HYBIIUCh.

— [Tomoru MHe NOAHATH €ro, UIUOT, — OCTAHOBWJIA €TI0 XPUII-
JIBIM KPUKOM rpapuHs.

W 3a6bB 0 KoTpuH, ynpapisionmid mocremnmi Ha MOMOIIlb
rocroxe. A JIeByIIKa, MPOAOJIKAs MOBTOPSTh «51 HE BUHOBATA,
3TO CIIYYalHOCTb», OTIIOJ3JIA K CTEHE.

3axuieObiBasich ciae3amu, Kot He 3amevasia HUUero BOKpyr, 1
He oOparuia BHuMaHus Ha Kieiim, onycTUBIIIYIOCS PSIIOM C HEW.

— YTO CAyunoch? — MIEIOTOM CIPOCHIIA COCEAKA.

Pe3ko obGepHyBIHch, KaTpuH BIeMIach qpoKaiuMK Maib-
uamu B pyky Knevim. U, BcxomunbiBasi, 3aMOTaJ1a TOJIOBOM:

— ITO CIIy4aliHOCTb, 51 HE XOTeNa.

— YbepuTte 3Ty TBapb OTCIO[]A, — 9XOM IO KOMHATe pa3Heccs
rosoc Daut [lempmac. — 3anpu B ogBasie, s COOCTBEHHOPYYHO



ee TIPUKOHYY.

— Cu1o MMHYTY, Ballla CBETIOCTb, — OTO3BaJIach Kienm, 3a j10-
KOTb nogHuMasi Katpu.

Poiias u nomateiBasich, KT nmo3Bosnuia cocejke yBecTu ce-
0s1. Kaxx1plid mar gaBajicst € ¢ TpyJIoM, HOTH He IeprKaJlvd M TIOJI-
rubanuch. B rmazax psoun KpacHblid KOBEp, MpeBpaiasich Ha UX
MYTHU B JIy’)KY KPOBH.

TosnbKO AEBYIIKU CTYIUJIM HA JIECTHUILY, KaK JI0 HUX TIOHEeCCs
ayuiepa3aupamiuil Kpuk. KaTpus, BCXJIMIIHYB, 3aMepia, 4yB-
CTBY# CIa3MBbl TOIIHOTHI, NoAcTynaomume k ropay. Ho Kienm ¢
CHJIOH CKaJla PyKy CITyTHHIIBI M TIOTAIHJIA Ty 32 COOOM.

['oGeneHsl Ha CTEHAaX CMEHSTN cepble KaMHH, U CBET OT JIaMIl
cTaj TycKHeTb. JlecTHUIIA 3a JieCTHUIIEW, KOPUIOP 32 KOPUJIO-
POM, IIar 3a IaroM OHU OMYCTUJIUCh B XOJIOAHBIM U CHIPOU MOJI-
BaJl.

3anuxuyB KatpuH 3a aBepb TeMHMIIbI, Kitelim BoliLia cieom
Y TIOCTaBUJIA HA HEPOBHbII KaMEHHBIM MOJ TYCKJIO MUTAIOILYIO
Jamy.

— KaTpuH, 4to mpou3o1iio? — ¢ TpeBOrol Crpocuia JeByIlKa.

— V¥V Hero Obl1 HOX, Kielim, — oceB, npormenTtana Kat. — On
nope3asl MeHsl M, KaeTcsl, XoTesn youTs. A Tak ucmyranack, 4to
CKuHYJa ero ¢ ceds. OH yna Ha IMoJ U OOJIbIIE He TIOHSLIICS.

— Ox, 51 xe npocuia 1eds Tepretsb, — Kielim ormyctunach psi-
JIOM C JPOXKAIEH JIEBYIIKOM.

— 51 He mora, 310 OBLIO YKacHO. MHe Tak KaJlb, TaK Kalb. ..

— A MHe HUCKOJIBKO He KaJIKO TOTO yOII0/IKa, — CO 3JI0CTHIO



npormrena Kneiim. — MHe kajko Tedsi, TeBOUKa.

— Twt 3HaMa, uto OH 6e3yment? — cnpocwia KT, nogHsB Ha
COCEJIKY IJIa3a, MOJIHBIE CJIE3 U OTYASIHUS.

—3Hana. .. — B3JJOXHYB, OITyCTUJIa B3I Ta. — OO 3TOM 3HAIOT
Bce. Tonbko rpadguHs 3acTaBuiia HaC MoyaTh. IMEHHO 117151 ero
0e3yMHBIX yTeX 37IeCh MOSIBIJINCh MBI C TOOOH, a M C JIECSITOK
JIpyrux 1eBull. MeHs B CBO€ BpeMsi HUKTO HE Mpeaynpeans, —
B3/1poruyB, Kieitm kocHynachk cBoe meku. — M 3T1o nuiib manas
YacTh TOTO, YTO OH CO MHOM cienajl. YOIIoIoK UCKpoMcasl MOg
TEJIO TaK, YTO MHE CaMOU MTPOTUBHO HA HETO CMOTPETh. A Belb
Torjia Oblia BIIIOOJICHA, Mbl COOUpasTUCh ¢ O 00BEHYATHCH. . .
Ho s Tak 1 He mocMesa U3ypoJOBAaHHOM MOKa3aThCsl MPEJl HUM.

— U mouemy ["abpuanb 310 Aenaer? — He JIbIIIa TpoIIenTaia
Karpun.

— He 3nHato0, HuKTO He 3HaeT. OH MOHCTP, a rpapuHs MOTAKAET
€ro JIbSIBOJIb.CKOMY MOPOKY, 3aCTaBJIsisi HAC MOJIYaTh, U MPUBO/IST
HOBBIX JIeBOYEK, — OTBeTHIIA 3a1yMunBo Kieiim. — Tebe 6051HO?
Pana kpoBoToumnT?

— Mmue crpamHo, Kneim... T'ocrionu, MHe Tak CTpaiiHo, —
BexyMnHyja KaTpuH, npuxkaB K rpyau pa3opBaHHbIE KJIOUbsl
TJIAThs.

6 r1aBa

TbMa IOpO BrOHSIET B YKac JIake TeX, KTO, Ka3aJloch Obl, yke
JTABHO TIPUBBIK K €€ pa3IMYHbIM MposiBiieHUAM. OCOOEHHO TOT/1a,
KOI/Ia 3TOT MPAaK HECKOHYAEMBIH, U KaXEeTCsl, YTO B BO3/1yXe, Ha-
IIOJTHEHHOM I'yCTOW YEPHOTOM, TasITCS CTPALIHbIE TPUBUICHUS.



KaTpuH He 3Hasla HaBepHsIKa, OTYEro y Hee BHYTPU MOSIBUJI-
CA AMKUM yKac, pa3pblBalOIAN I'PYIHYIO KJIEeTKy Ha 4actu. Ot
cTpaxa Jid, OT XOJoJa. .. A MOKeT ObITh, BCEMY MTPUUYMHON Hapbl-
Balollasl paHa rnocJje Bocnaausiierocs nopesa? OHa He 3HasIa U
TOr0, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHM ITPOBEJIa B XOJOAHOM, CHIPOM TOBAJIE.
Ho uyBcTBOBasa, OyATO 11E/Ty10 BEeYHOCTh. VI3-3a 3ameproii 1epu
HE JIOHOCWJIOCh HY 3BYKQ, JINIIb CKPEKET U IMTUCK KPBIC HapyIIaIn
TUIIUHY. Y 3Ta TUIIMHA, ¥ TEMHOTA JOBOJVIIH JIEBYIIIKY /10 Oe3y-
must. Kot mbITanach pasrisigerh XoTh YTO-HUOYIb BO Mpake, HO
CKOJIBKO OBl HM Harpsirajia 3peHue, He BU/esa Jaxke COOCTBEHHOM
PYKH, BBITAHYTOM BIEpeA. YkKe JOCTaTOYHO JABHO T'OJIOA Tep3all
KEIYIOK )KYTKMUMHU criazMamu. U, cuis Ha JessHOM, KAMEHHOM
nonty, KT co ctoHOM packaumBasnach U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. OT
yaymiaoIei 6e3bICX0THOCTH el XOTeI0Ch IpaTh Ha ceOe KoKy U
JIE3Th HA CTEHY, YTO OHA U JI€J1a, COBCEM HEAABHO. TsKeso apla,
JIeBYIIIKA OIIyIbIBaja KAMHU B HaJIeXK[Ee OTBICKATh KaKue-110o
JIa3eiku, N0 U3 YIUBUTEIBHBIX HCTOPUI O 3aMKaxX OHa TOMHHU-
JIa, 9TO CTAPUHHBIE CTPOEHMS CKPBIBAIOT MHOXKECTBO ITOTAMHBIX
xonoB. Ongnako KatpuH, npunaras HEMMOBEPHBIE YCUIINSA, JIUIIIb
pacrapanaia cede pyKu, HO TaK HUYero ¥ He OOHapyXuJa.

Yem nosnbitie Kot Haxoauaack B3anepTu, TeM OOJIbIle MeuTa-
Ja 0 cMeptu. U ronon HenmpeMeHHO 3aBEpIIUT CBOE AEJI0, ECIN
TOJIBKO rpaduHs He 00bsABUTHCSA paHbliie. Ho Bo3MoxHO, Bocna-
JIeHue, OXBATUBIIIeE paHy, ornepeauT Beex. UKl 03H00 Myuu
ocnabeBliiee TeJIO JIEBYIIKU, TIEPEXO/ls B HECTepIUMBIA xap. B
MIOJ[yOOMOPOYHOM COCTOSTHMM KaTpuH npokana, jexa Ha modmy.



B KaKoi1-ToO MOMEHT, CJIe3 HE OCTAJIOCh, ¥ OHA YK€ He MOIJIa IPO-
KJIMHATh CBOIO cynb0y. KT Beerna cunrana ce0st cMesoit v CHITh-
HOH, IO TeX MOp MOKa 3aXBaTHBILIKE €€ B IUIEH MpaK, royiof 1
00JIe3Hb HE CJIOMUJIM OYHTApCKUH JIyX.

Korpa aeBynika yxe He MOIJIa IOAHATH TOJIOBBI, HEOKUAAHHO
pasnasics CKpul ABEpH, HO y Hee He XBaTUJIO CUJI IOCMOTPETD,
KTO siBUJICS. KSTpUH He 11eBennach 1 Jinilb KpaeM rjia3a BUje-
JIa, KaK pbLKUU CBET OT JIAMIIBI IUISLLIET 10 KAMEHHOMY 101y, OT-
paxasi TEHbIO CHJTY3T BOILIE/IIIETO.

— [NopHumarics, — Ope3nTMBO CKOMaH/1I0BaJI MYKCKOM TOJIOC.

Ho neByiika He cMoria eMy OTBETUTh, a JIMIIb MOTHYJA B
oTBeT rojoou. Torga MykunHa, BHIPYTaBIINCh, HAKJIOHWICA K
HEW ¥ pbIBKOM MOCTaBUJI HAa HOTU. U He yaep:kaBIIUCh HAa MeCTe,
KaTtpuH cHOBa ocena.

— PaHo nomupars, — ycMeXHyJICsl HE3HAKOMEIl, JIULIO KOTOPO-
ro Kat He Momia pa3misers u3-3a NOMYTHUBIIErocs B3MIAA. —
I'nmaBHOE Becenbe ene Brepeau. CToil pOBHO, €CJIM HE XO4elllh
HOJIYYUTb 3aTPEIIMHY.

JleBy1iKa BHITPSIMIJIACH U, IPU3BAB HAa MOMOLIb BCE CBOU CH-
JIbI CMOIJIa C TPYIOM ycToATh. Her, oHa He uciyranace yrpossl,
3ByYaBILIEN B CJIOBAaX 3TOTO YEJIOBEKa, POCTO XOTeJa MOCKopee
NPEKPATUTh CBOU MYUYEHHS.

Kaxaplii mar 60e3HeHHOI pe3blo OT3BIBAJICS BO BCEM Telle,
Y Jaxe TYCKJIBIM CBET JIaMIIbl BBIKWIaJl I71a3a, MPUBBIKILIKE 32
BpEMs 3aTOYEHMS K TEeMHOTE. MyKUMHa, HE IEPEMOHSCh, TallliJI
KaTpuH 3a mmBOpOT, HO €l A0 3TOro He ObLJI0 HUKAKOTO JIieNa.



Jlunkoe, rpsi3HOE MUIAThe JIbHYJIO K TENy, a KOI/la TKaHb HATATH-
BaJIaCh, JEBYIIIKA YYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK Ta MPUJIKILIA K PaHE U OTPbI-
BaJIaCh BMECTE C KOxkel. bojib HOBOM BCIIBIIIKOUM ITPOH3MIIA MO3T,
HO CHUJI HA CTOHBI M KPUKH HE OCTaJIOCh; OHA JIUIIb Kycasa ryoObl,
eJie IepeBO/isl IbIXaHUeE.

MyxuuHa BHIBOJIOK KT Ha ynully, v AeByIlIKa 3aKMYPHUIIaCh,
oClieTiIeHHasl IPKUM COJTHEUHBIM cBeToM. OcTaBImch 6e3 mof-
JepKKU, TYCTh Jlake W rpyOoi, HO BCE ke HEOOXOOUMOI B ee
M3MYYE€HHOM COCTOSIHUM, OHA MOBAJIMJIACH HA BJIAXKHYIO 3€MJIIO.
CBexuid, MPOXJIaJHBIM BO3/1yX LU HO3JPH, HATTOJH S JIETKUE
*Ku3Hb0. Ho, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO rojioBa HEMHOTO MPOCBETIIE-
J1a, TJ1a3a BCE €11 He XkeJaau BUAETh. 3aTO YU PEKPACHO CIIbl-
iy rojioca jmoped. Paznenus omnyxiive Beku, K9TpuH norsi-
TaJach PaCCMOTPETh MPOUCXOJAIIEEe, HO, KPOME PACIUIBIBYATBIX
CUJTY3TOB, HE CMOIJIa HUYETO ONPEIEUTb.

— CeronHs 3Ta TBaphb, — pa3Aajics POMKUIA rojioc JidyTta, —
NOCJEAyeT 32 FTOCHOIMHOM, KU3Hb KOTOPOT'O OTHSLIA.

Oco3HaB BCIO cyTh cKkazaHHOro, Katpun cxanacs. OHa xore-
J1a ObUTO KPUKHYTb, YTO TO HETIPaB/ia, UTO MPOU3OIIE/IIee CITy-
YailHOCTb, HO MIepecoXIiiee ropIIo U3/1aJ10 JIUIIIb KaJTOOHBIN X PHIL.

— Ho mipexze apsiHp podyBCTBYET Ty OOJb, KOTOpas ed u
HE CHWIACh, — CHOBA TPpe3BOHWI ynpasiisomui. 1M Kt ynosuia
B €r0 TOHE HOTKH YJOBOJILCTBUSI. Mep3aBell IBHO HaCTaKAaJICs
IIPOUCXOASIINM.

— IoansATe ee, — pa3Heccsl XpUILIBIN rojoc rpadpyHu, HAro-
MUHAIOIINI KApKaHbE BOPOHBI.



KaTpuH TyT e nocraBuiiv Ha HOTU. [ 1a3a, HEMHOTO PUBBIK-
1IME K CBETY, TENepb MOIJIM pa3jinyarh CHUIIy3Thl oaeu. [lepe-
ctaB Jpimath, Kot yBuaena, kak K Held mpuOIMkKaeTcss YepHoe
nATHO. U efl He HyXKHO ObIJIO YETKO BUETh JKEHIIUHY, BE/Ib OHA
BCEM CBOMM CYILIECTBOM 3HaJa, YTO 3TO — DauUT [esnpmac.

I'papyHsA OCTaHOBMJIACH HANPOTHUB IUICHHUIIBI, U OTKUHYB
YEPHYIO ByaJIb C JIMIIA, C IPE3PEHUEM MPOIIIUIIEeNa:

— be3poaHas TBaphb, Thl OTHsLJIA Y MEHsI caMOe JJOpOroe — Mo-
€ro MaJIbYMKa, MOIO )KU3Hb, MOW CMBICII. ThI CAOXHEITh B MyKaXx,
HO JTake 9TOro Jyist TeOs CIMIIKOM Mayio. TBoe HUYTOXKHOE CY-
IIECTBOBAHME HAUTO M0 CPABHEHMIO ¢ ero ku3Hblo! Ho He Hajen-
Csl, IaKe Ha TOM CBETE Thl HE CMOXKEIIb HAUTH IMOKOSI — B CKOPOM
BpPEMEHH $1 OTHIIILY TeOsI U TaM.

[Ipo3Byyasna rpomkas nome4ynHa, u Karpus ycrosiia Ha Horax
JIMIIb Onarofapsi pykam, Kpernko CKUMAIOIUM TKaHb BMECTE C
BOJIOCAMH Ha IIIee.

— 4l coOCTBEHHBIMU pyKaMH BbITAIIWIIA KMHKA U3 cepria [a-
OpUJIs1 U C OTPOMHBIM YIOBOJIBCTBHEM BOH3MIIA OBl B TBOE, HO
HET, 3TO Oy/eT CJMIIIKOM JIETKOW CMEPThIO, — FOJIOC TOCTIOKH JAPO-
’KaJl OT 'HeBa U HEHABUCTH, Tak YTO K9TpuH HM Ha CeKyH/y He
YCOMHUJIACh B €€ CJIOBAX.

— Cro neren, OBECTH, TPUCTA, — IMpPOKpHYana rpaduns,
BHOBb yapuB Kot mo nuity. — 3abeii Mep3aBKy 0 CMEPTH, MYCTh
3axJieOHeTCs1 COOCTBEHHOM KPOBBIO, 4 Ha €e TeJie He OCTaHeTCs
HU OJIHOT'O KMBOro Mecra. Pa3aers TBapsb!

[locne 3tux )KyTKUX CoB ¢ K9TpuH pe3ko copBaM IUiaThe.



JleByIIKa 3acToHasia, MOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK TKaHb MPUJIMIIIAS K
paHe, HaHeceHHOU ["aGpuareM, OTOpBaIach CHOBA 3aCTaBUB TIO-
pe3 KpoBoTounTh. HO HUKTO OoJibllle HE YCHbIIal 3TOro Ka-
J006HOrO, 0OpeyeHHoro Bexmna. CoopaBImecs: KpecThsiHe Obl-
JIM CIIMIIKOM 3aXBaueHbl a3apTHBIM 3penuiieM. OHM Kpuyaiy,
OCKOpOJISLIH, TJIEBAIM B TIPUTOBOPEHHYIO K CMEPTH JEBYIIKY U
HIBBIPSUIM B HEE BCE, YTO TOJILKO MM MOMaAanoch noa pyky. Ho
K3TpuH He omyimana H1 0011 OT KaMHEH, Bpe3alolXcs B KOXY,
HM CTBIJIa OT TOTO, YTO MpecTaia Mpel STUM COpPOAOM MHOJHO-
CTBIO0 OOHakeHHOW. OHA MPOoIIANach C XU3HBIO, OTCTPAHUBIIHICH
ot npoucxonsiero. [Ipeononeast pe3b B mazax, Kat nogusna
CBOI HEBUJIALIMI B30P K COJHILY, TOHMMAs1, YTO CO3EpLaeT ero
B MOCJICIHUN pa3.

Ee nmoraupm B HEHTp KpUYallled TOJIbl U YIOKWIN KUBO-
TOM Ha XOJIOAHBIN KaMeHb. MbiciieHHO KaTprH Momiach, YTo0bI
3TO XOJIOJ, 3AMOPO3MUJI €€ CepAlIe, TaK MbUIKO U OTYAsIHHO BBIPHI-
Baroieecst U3 rpynu. OHa Bcell Ty1ioil coxainesna o cmeptu [ao-
pUaJIs, MYCTh Jake TOT ee U 3aciykui. [leByllika coBeplIeHHO
HEe XOTeJia, YTOOHI ee pyKU 00arpriiIich ero KpoBblo, HO M BUHO-
Baroi ceOs He cunTaa. [Ipousoleaniee ciry4ailHOCTb, KyTKOE
CTeueHre OOCTOATENIbCTB, HO TOrO €Ml Terepb He jJoKa3ath. [la
¥ BpsA JIM paHbllie KTO-TO cTasl Obl ee ciymaTh?! Takum, kak
OHa, He JJAI0T CJIOBA, OHU BUHOBHBI YK€ CAMUM CBOUM POK/IEHU-
eM. OcoOeHHO OHa, BUAAMMO, OT cy/bObI He yoexu1b. HarrpacHo
cTapasiach ee TIOKOWHasi MaTh, CKPBITh CYIIECTBOBAHHE JOYEPH,
1a0bl yoepeub OT JKeCTOKOM yJacTi. Buammo Tomy, KoMy cMepTh



npegpeyeHa emie 40 POKICHUs], HEe CYXKJIEHO KUTb. ..

7 ri1aBa

He misas Ha yenoBeka, KOTOPBIM TYro MPUBSA3BIBA PYKU
KaTpuH K KpIOKy, TOpyalieMmy M3 3eMJIM, JIEBYIIKa yCTpeMuia
B30p B HEOO, YTO 3aBOJIOKJIU TsDKeNble, cepble Tyur. Mopo3, Ha-
MOJTHUBIIMM OCEHHUM BO3/YyX, He Kacaics kKoxku Kat. Bonpeku
XOJIONy, €€ TeJIO MbUIAJIO, a Jyllla MeTajach OT crpaxa. Eine He
TMOJTHOCTBIO OCO3HAB BECh YKac MPOUCXOMSIIEro, OHa MOJIUJIa O
CKope#ieM n3bdasieHnu. M koraa rmieTh ¢ OrTyIuTeTbHbIM CBH-
CTOM OITyCTHJIACh €1 Ha CIIMHY, pa30pBaB KOxXy, K31 B3BbLIA, MO-
3a0bIB 000 BCceM Ha cBeTe. [J1a3a TyT ke HaroJHWIUCh CJIe3aMH,
HO TiepBasl Karuisl, CKaTUBINASICSA IO IIeKe, NpuHaaiexana Ja0-
x 0. Hebo pa3pa3usioch JTMBHEM, W POXJIaJHbIE CTPYHKHU TIPO-
PUCOBBIBIA YKUCTHIE JIOPOKKM HA 3alladykaHHOM Jiie. Bpems
CJIOBHO OCTAaHOBWJIOCh, U K3TpuH Bujena, Kak KpyIHbIe Karuiv
3aBHCAlOT B Bo3ayxe. [lake romoca codpaBimxcs Joaeid Ha MUT
yTuxyid. OTHaKO TUILIMHY HAPYIIUI HOBBIM CBUCT IUIETH, COIPO-
BOKIAEMbI MOJIHUEW, TPOH3UBILEN MTYIIUCTHIC TYYH.

KaTpuH Ka3anock, 4TO OHa KPUYMT, pa3pbiBasi rOpJio U Irpyi-
HyI0 KJ1eTKy. Ho Her, feByIika u3gana Juiib KaJdoOHBIN IMUCK,
KOTOPBIA HUKTO HE ycibliian. bosb pa3aupana Teno, HarnojiHssa
KaX[yI0 KJIETKY aroHUei, cJie3bl OeCCUIHs BIEPEMENIKY C JI0-
KJIEM KaTUJIUCh M0 MOOeJIeBIINM I1IeKaM, CMbIBasi KPOBb C UCKY-
CaHHBIX TYO.

[Nanay, BUAMMO OXUAAINUN OoOJiee SMOIMOHATIBHOW peak-
LMY, TIPUHSUICS HAHOCUTH YIApbl Yallle M sIpOCTHee. A ToJIa,



pa3ouapoBaHHAs 3PEJMIIEM, 3aTUXJIA CO CKYYalOIMM BUJOM.
JloX b, IPOAOJIKAIONIMIA TIOJIMBAThH C TIOTEMHEBINETO Heba, Tie
HE BUJIHEJIOCh HU €JUHOIO MPOCBETAa, BHIMOYMJI HACKBO3b BCEX
npucyTcTBytonux. Ho 6e3 nmprkasa rpapmH1 HUKTO HE CMeT Yii-
TH C MECTa Ka3HMU.

3axMypuBIIHCHh, KaTpH Momiaa 00 OKOHYaHUM MYK, TIPH-
3bIBasI CMepTh. Boitb, pa3zbeatomas Koxy, Obl1a MPOCTO HEBBIHO-
CUMOM, HO CWJI KpUYaTh Yy AEBYILIKU COBCEM HE OCTaNOCh. JIuiib
XOJIOJIHBIE KaIlIU, OECTIPEPHIBHO YCHIMAIONINE CIMHY, OCTYXKAaJH
NBUTAIOIIME paHbl, CTEKAs 10 TeJy KpPacHBIMHU pyuyerkamu. OHa
HE 3HaJIa, CKOJIBKO yApOB €M YK€ YCIIEJIM HAHECTH, HO 1YyBCTBO-
BaJIa, YTO ’KM3Hb MOTUXOHBKY MOKKUAET OcadeBiee Teno. axe
Clie3 B KaKOW-TO MUT He CTaJslo, U, 00eCCHUIeB, IEBYIIKA pa3kaia
MCKYCAHHYIO JI0 Msica TyOy.

— Yro 316Ch MPOUCXOAUT? — pa3Jalics BIACTHBIA MYKCKOM ro-
JI0C, U IIETh, B OUYEPEJHOM pa3 CBUCTHYBIIAS B BO3IYXE, TaK U
HE KOCHYJIach Tesna Karpun.

Omna xoTeJa ObUIO TIOHSATH TOJIOBY, YTOOBI XOTsI OBl B3TJISIOM,
no0OarofapuTh MOSIBUBILIETOCS YeJIOBEKa 3a MepeblIlIKy, HO He
CMOIJIa, CO3HAHUE CIIMIIKOM OBICTPO MOKUAJIO ee.

— Muinesnb, MaJTburK MO, — POKATUJICS] XPUTLIIBIN TOJIOC Tpa-
(punu. Crapas nama noMyanach K BHYKY, YBsI3as B Pa3MsIKILEN
3emute. [1nend ee yepHOro MiaThs: BOJOYWICS CIIEAOM, OCTABIISAA
103a/11 TVAJKYI0 TOPOKKY U3 TPSI3H.

— Yro npoucxogut? — CHOBa MOBTOpWJI MuIlielib, U €ro rojioc
BUOPHPOBAJT OT THEBA.



Tonna paccrynunachk, Mporyckasi MoJ010ro rpada B ryiiy co-
OBITHIA, B3IJISI/T KOTOPOTO OBUT HEOTPHIBHO MPUKOBAH K UCTEP3aH-
HOMY TeJly JIeBYIIKU. M yBUIEB THEB B €ro rj1a3ax, najayd BbIpo-
HWI U3 PYK IUIETh 1 MTHOBEHHO OCYHYJICS.

[Mourtu ynas, Daut [denpmac 6pocuiach BHYKY B HOTH, HO MO-
JIOJIOM YEJIOBEK YCIIEJI ee y/iepkaTh 3a pyKu. Byaiib, npukpbiBato-
11ast JIMIIO CTapyXH, BHIMOKJIA U 6ecpOPMEHHON TpsnULIEH JTUI-
Ja K koxe. Ho non Her rpauHs cKpblBajla IOKPACHEBLINE OT
OECKOHEYHBIX CJIe3 Ila3a U Tope, OTpa3uBIlieecs Ha KOXe TTy0o-
KMMHU MOpUIMHamMu. Bce 3Tu aHM OHa He oTxoauia oT Tena [a-
Opuasis, MPOKJIMHAS cedsl 3a To, YTo He yoeperna. Jlaxe koraa
MaJIbuMKa 3aKOMaId Ha CEeMEeHOM KJIaOuIIie, pSIoM C ee ropsi-
40 JIIOOMMOM JI0Yephlo, B YECTh KOTOPOIl OHA M Ha3BaJla BHYKA,
JamMa He oOpesia TIOKosl. A Tenepb KeHIMHA He 3Haja, Kak Co-
OOIIUTH O TpareJuu eTUHCTBEHHOMY POTHOMY YE€JIOBEKY, OCTaB-
HieMycsl y Hee Ha 3eMUIe.

— 3a 4TO BBl UCTSI3a€TE JIEBYILKY ?— CIIPOCHII MOJIOJOH rpad,
OTKMHYB YEPHYIO ByaJib C JMIa OaOyIIKH.

— DTa TBapb, — 3alllMIIeNIa KEeHIIMHA OTPelIeHHo, — yousa [a-
OpuaJ1s1, MOETO JIOPOroro MajibuuKa. . .

— YT0 THI TaKOE TOBOPHUIIIL? — MpOpbIYai Mullenb, C:kaB TO-
e PyKH CTapyXHu.

— Ha, nuts moe, TBoero 6para 60JIblle HET, — POCTOHAIA, M0-
HIaTHIBASICh, JaMa. — JTa, — OHA KayHYyJIa F0JIOBOU B CTOPOHY pac-
TIaCTaBIIErocst Ha KamHe Tejia KaTpuH, — youna ero coOCTBeH-
HBIMU pyKamu. Ml OHa OTBETUT 32 3TO KU3HBIO!



— Kak Takoe MokeT ObITh? — HAXMYPHJICS TTapeHb, He TIOBEPUB
YCJIBIIIIAHHOMY.

— Kunkan! OHa BOH3WIa KMHXaJ B cepiiie Oe/IHOrO MajIbuK-
Ka, — MOC/Ie/IHUE KAl camMoo0IaIlaHu sl TIOKUHYIU TpadpuHIo, U
Tenepp DauT [lenpmac He cMoria yaepxkarbcs Ha Horax. Hukorna
npex/ie oHa Obl He MO3BOJIMIIA ceOe MPOSBIIATH C1a00CTh TiepeN
9TOI YEPHBIO, HO Terepb rope CJIOMUJIO TOPIOCTh KEHIIUHBI.

— Kak 3to npousonuio?

— He cnipammBaii MeHst 00 3TOM, YMOJISIIO. . .

— Dibyt, yBeau rpaduHi0! — CKOMaHAOBaT Muiens, H,
HECMOTPSI Ha CTPAILHYIO BECTb, €0 roJIOC OCTaBaJICs XOJIOAHBIM
U TBEPIBIM. — A Bbl Bce OBICTPO 1O JoMam!

Di0YyT NpaKTUYECKU Ha ce0e MOTAIMII CTapylo 1IaMy B 3aMOK,
¥ TOJIMA MOCJIYIIHO pacTBOPWIIACh. JIMIIb OJUH Najiay CTosl1, He
pelasch IBUHYTHCS C MECTa, He 3Hasl, YTO JIeNaTh C IEBKOM.

MeieHHBIMY 11araMy Muitiesb IBUHYJICSI B CTOPOHY BUHOB-
Hunpl. Ero rmaza 6poanim mo Xpynkomy, U3yBEUeHHOMY Tey
neBymKy. Ml MO3r OTKa3bIBaJICSl BEPUTH, UTO ITO cllaboe CyIile-
CTBO MOIJIO HABPEIUTh TAKOMY KPEIKOMY MapHIO, KaK ero opar.
Hoxib 6e3KaNoCTHO XJIECTal MO ITyOOKUM paHaM, MCIOIOCO-
BaBIIIMM €€ CIHMHY, ¥ KPOBb MOJIOTHOM yCTHIIaa KOxy. ['pad He
3HaJl, )KMBA JIM elle JJeBUOHKA, He BUAE JIMLIA 32 PaCTpenaBLIM-
MHUCS JIMIIKUMU BojiocaMu. Ho raBHOe — coBceM He MOHMMA,
gero OoJblIe KaxJaeT, — J0OUTh ee Ui 0cBoOOauTh. Ero pazym
ellle He MOTHOCTBIO MPUHSLT TpareIuio, 1 0 KoHia Muriesnb He
BepwJI B mpoucxofsiiee. Y, mpexie yem npuroBapuBarh AeBKY



K CMEpTH, OH 00s13aH y3HATh BCIO MPaBIy.

— Y6epu ee otciona, — Belel rpad My KUKy, C ONTACKOM MOTJIsI-
JIBIBAIOIIIEMY Ha XO3SIMHA.

—Kyna, moii rocriofivie ? — mpoMsIMJIUIT TOT, OCBOOOXK1asl pyKU
Katpun.

— Kyna yromHo. Ee cynp0y s perry mosxe, eciii, KOHEUHO, OHa
cama paHbllle He UCITYCTUT JIyX, — OTpe3asl MUILIeNb U yCIbIIal,
KaK CIIy’KaHKa 3aCTOHaJa, KOrjJa ee Telo HeOPEeKHO MOIHSLIIH.

[To3aHO HOYBIO MOIOAOW Ipad, MOIMIATHIBASCH, CITYCTHIICS B
noziBaj. Jlammna B ero pykax, Murasi, packauymBaJsiach, OTOpachl-
Basi KpMBbIE TEHU HA KAMEHHbIE CTeHbI. be3ycrentHo oH mbITaics
3ar1yluTh TOpe BUHOM, HO OHO HUCKOJIBKO He 00JIeryano MyKy,
a JIMIIb Pa3KUrajio 370CTb. MUIlie b He CMOT y3HaTh OT 0a0yIII-
K# 0 Tipom3orieAnieM. Ta HEBHATHO TBepIWIIa, YTO OOHAPYKHUIIA
[aOpuasist ¢ HOXOM B TPYIHM, a PIoM OblIa 9Ta ApsiHb. [Ipucity-
ra Toxe yIopHO OTMaJIuMBajack, TOBOPs, YTO HUUETO HE 3HAeT.
Torga rpa¢ pemmn y3HaTh Bce OT caMoi BUHOBHUIIBL. OH ymop-
HO TIBITAJICS CAEPKATh THEB, OYIIEBABIINN BHYTPH, OOSICh MPH-
JOYIIUTh JIGBUYOHKY, MPEKE UEM Ta PACCKAKET O CITyUUBILIEMCS.

TonkHyB /1Bepb, KOTOpasi OKa3ajiach Ha yAUBJIEHUE He3arep-
TOM, Muiliesib BOIIE B TEMHULLY, [JI€ IEPKaJlv CIIyKaHKy. B TeM-
HOTE OH HE Cpa3y pasmisijie] CUIYIT AEBYIIKH, a 3aMeTHII ee,
JIMIIIb KOTJIA MPOIIeNT HEeMHOTo BIyOb. OHa Jiexkana Ha KaMeH-
HOM TI0JTy, PUKPBITAsl MIOCEPEBIIEN TPAINKOM, IMPONUTABILIENCS
B 00JTaCTH CITUHBI KPOBBIO.

[onauany rpacd pemmwi, 4to AEBUIIA YK€ MEPTBA, HO, KOrja



CBET yIaJ Ha ee TPS3HOE JIUIIO, YJIOBUJ, KaK APOTHYJM MOTpec-
KaBIIIHECS TyObI.

Ha mur Katpun noka3anock, 4To OHa ymepiia, ¥ 00Jib, U3My-
YMBIIAs TEJOo, Jajia BpeMEHHYIO MepebliKy. [laxe ToT cBeT, Ko-
TOPBIN JIEBYIIIKA YBUJIENA BO ThME, 3aCTaBUJI €€ TIOIyMaTh O TOM,
9TO, JIOJIKHO OBITh, OHA YKe MpuoOsmkaercs K pato. Ho Tsokenbie
1mary BoiiepHy M K9T 13 3a0BeHM s, ¥ OHA CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA
KYTKYIO arOHUIO.

— IlonHumaiics, — pazfajics OTKyIa-TO CBEpXy MYXKCKOM ro-
noc. U Teneph SIpKUMiA CBET HavYaJI JIOCAXK/IATh.

K3TpuH momnbITanach pasyienuTh OTsKEIEBIINE BEKU, HO Te
CJIOBHO CJIMIUIMCh U HE TIOAaBasvch. Toraa AeBynika nonpooo-
BaJla IMOIIEBEJUTLCS U WCTBITANIA OTYasHUE, HE MOYyBCTBOBAB
COOCTBEHHOTO TeJa.

Muinens eime cuibHee B30ECHIO TO, UTO JEBYOHKA HHMKAK
He pearupyeT. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 BeJiell ed MOJHATHCS, HO OHA
HE CIbIIIaIa UK Jefiajia BUJ, 4TO He CIbuT. HakJIoHuBIIKCH,
rpad pemn MOMHATH €e caM, W, rpy0O TOTSHYB 3a TPAIKY,
YCITBIIIA KaJIOOHBIA BCKpUK. TKaHb, MPUITUIIIIAS K U3PAHEHHOU
KO’Ke, HATSIHYJIACh W OTOJIMJIA OKPOBABJICHHYIO CIIUHY, TPUYUHSIS
JeBYIITKHU KYTKYIO OOJb.

8 rilaBa

Mopimack oT oTBparieHusi, MUIlelib CXBaTUJI JIEBYIIIKY 3a
TPA3HYIO M JIMIIKYIO PYKY, pe3Ko noaHumas ee. OKa3zaBIIMCh Ha
OIHOM YPOBHE C HUM, CIIy’KaHKa OOBHUCIIA, KaK TPAMUYHAS KYK-
JIa, TAXOHBKO 3aCTOHAB.



['maza KoTpuH mbiTanMch NMPUBBHIKHYTH K CBETY, YTOOBI pac-
CMOTPETh CBOETO HOBOTO MyUHTeENs. «YTO K€ 3a HeJloau Takue? !
Heyxesnu He HAaClIaIMJIMCh MIBITKOW 1 MyYeHUEM, HEYXKeJId UM He
XBaTUJIO MOEH 0O/M U KPOBH, UTO U YMEPETh CIIOKOWHO He Ja-
10T?» — nogymasia Oe/iHast IeByIIIKa.

['pad Bumen, kKak KpacHble IJia3a TUICHHUIB! OMYKIAI0T TI0
CTeHaM, MUMOJIETHO 3ajieBas ero Juro. OH MOHsUI, YTO OHA TIO-
YTW HUYErO He BUIUT, HO SIPOCTb pa3bejalia Aylly, U MapeHb
rpyoo TpsAXHYJ ee, 9ToOblI Ta npuiuia B ce0s. KT ene cbimHo
3aCTOHAJIA, TBITASICh BHITPSIMUTLCS M BIJISIBIBASICH €MY B IJIa3a.

X0J10/1 POH3UTEJIBHBIX CUHMX TJIa3 TYT K€ 3aMOPO3UJI JIyIITY
Katpun. Jlydiie 6 oHa ux He Bufena, Jiydlle O He cMOTpesia B
HUX. HeHaBUCTh, CKBO3MBINIAS B 'PO3HOM B3IJIsiIE, BBI3BAJIA HO-
BYI0 OypIO CTpaxa ¥ CTpaHHOE MpeTuyBCcTBre. JKyTKOe TpeauyB-
CTBHE TOBOPUJIO O TOM, UTO €€ CTPaJIaHus BOBCE He 3aKOHUMIINCh
u camoe xyauiee emie Brepeau. Bekuna! Ho s vero? Iove-
My Bor naxe teneps He CMUJIOCTUBUTCS HaJ Heil? Buaumo, neii-
CTBUTEJILHO HACTOJILKO BUHOBATA M TaK CUJIBHO MIPOTHEBAJIA €ro,
4yTO BCeBHIITHMIT MOCUUTAN €€ TPUYACTHOUN K cMepTu [abpuaris.
W npaswisHo! Ja KTO OHa Takasi, 4To MocMelia BOCHPENsITCTBO-
BaThb rpacdy? Kazanock Obl, TomKHA OblJTa MOJTYA TEPIETD U MO~
YMHSTHCS Cy/bOe, TIO3BOJIMB HAJIpyrathcsi Haj coOou... Torma
OBl YK TOYHO HMYEro He mpousonuio. M na, paeByika roxane-
na. OHa ckopbena 0 MPOU3OIIEIIIEM MOCe IEPEKUTOro yxKaca.
Benp Oonb, pazauparomas Teno, 3aCTaBisieT YyBCTBOBATh BUHY
Jla’ke HeBUHOBHOTO.



— OrBevait! — 3apbiyas Mumiesns, Bxkas ee B creHy. Ha uro?
Omna u Bornpoca-1o He cnplmaia? Ilsutaromas cnvna, Cormpukoc-
HYBIINUCH C JIEASHBIM, BIQXKHBIM KAMHEM, MYUYUTEIbHO 3aHbLIA.
ITpukpblia r1a3a, MeITasiCh CBBIKHYTHCS C HOBOW BCIIBIIIKOM 00-
. Y 6maro, 4to My4MTesIb KPEIKo AepsKajl ee 3a IJIeUH, HHaue
ObI OHA CHOBA PyXHYJIa Ha ITOJI.

— Kak Takoe HUYTOXEeCTBO MOIJIO YOUTh Moero Opara? — ero
rosioc OymieBan raeBoM. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa 9TO (PU3UUECKH, KaK
1 6016 C TpyaOM paziienuiia TsuKesble BEKU M CHOBA IIOCMOTpe-
Jla B CHHUE IJ1a3a, Oulyliasi, Kak 3aMep3aerT. .. 3aMep3aeT OT STOU
HEHABUCTH U OTBPALICHUSI.

— He yOuBasna, — mpoMsimiiniia OHa CKBO3b CJI€3bl, OT KOTOPbIX
IIMIIAJIO I71a3a.

— Bpemwb, TBapb! — He IOBEPWIL, U TPSXHYJI €€ C TAKOU CHJIOH,
YTO JIEBYIIKA IIMSIKHYJIACh O CTEHY.

KT B3BBUIA, NOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK OCTPbIE KAMHU BIIMBAIOTCS B
PaHBl, 3aCTaBJIsAs UX €1l CUJIbHEE KPOBOTOUMTD.

OTuasiHbe ¥ ropeyb BIEPEMENIKY CO 3JIOCThIO 3aXBaTUJIM pa-
3ym Katpun. HecnipasenmmBo! Ona He Oyznet momvats! [la v uto
€M Ternepb TepsATh, KOIAa )KU3Hb HA BOJIOCKE, KOTOPbIM BOT-BOT
obopseTcs.

— HoGeiite yxe, HaKOHell! — BOCKJIMKHY/JA OHA, BHITPSIMUB-
mmck. — JloOeiite, WK BaM JOCTABJISET YAOBOJIBCTBIE MEHS MY-
YUTb?

Muiniens OTIIATHYJICS, CKOPYMB OpesrmBylo rpumacy. e-
BYIIKA BUJENA, YTO JJaKe HAXOIUTHCS EMY PsJIOM C Heil OMep3U-



TeabHO. KoHeuHo, oH — mapp 1 6or! A k1o oHa? HuurtoxecTBo,
NPUTOBOPEHHOE K cMepTH. be3 BO3MOKHOCTH 3aIUTUThCS, Oe3
BO3MOKHOCTH CKa3arth cjioBa. He mmeer mpaBa, OTOMY UYTO HU-
kto. Hert, ckopee HuyTo!

— JoOblo, Kak TOJNBKO MPU3HAEIIbCs, 32 UTO yomna Oparta? —
OTpe3aj XO35IMH, CXBATUB JIPOKAIIYIO JEBYIIKY 32 I, U OT-
BpallleHHe TYT ke T0OO0POJIO THEB.

— 4 yxe ckazana, yro He youBasia. Ho Takoil oTBeT Bpsin
JI BaC YCTPOUT, — €€ roJioc ObUT TUXHMM, HO 3ByYas yxke Oosee
yBepeHHO. KaTpuH 4yBcTBOBaa, Kak €ro CUJIbHbIC MaJIbIIbl BCE
CUJIbHEe CKMMAIOT IIel0, HO TOKa 3TO He MPUYUHSIIO AUCKOM-
dopra. [la 1 Kakoil MOkeT ObITh AUCKOMDOPT, KOTja BCe Teo
nbuIaeT, OyTo OpPOIIEHO Ha pacKaieHHbIE YIJIH.

— A TBI, 1 CMOTPIO, CJIIMIIKOM Jep3Kas i cMepTHULBL. He
6outibest ymupatb? OTiar4uHoO!

[Manbiiel Mutiiensi ¢ OrpOMHON CHIION BLIENIMITUCH B €€ KOXKY.
[TouyBCcTBOBAB, Kak OEIIeHO IO HUMU IMyJILCUPYET KUJIKA, OH
TIPOIOJIKILT:

— U 6011 He Goutibes?

— XM, — cMorJia Jiuiib yeMexHyThest KT, mpeononeBas crnasz-
MbI B ropiie. — boib? Bpsain i moxkeT ObITh O0JbHEE !

— Ommbaentbest, — ero MO MPUOM3UIIOCH BIUIOTHYIO, O0KHU-
rast HO3JpH JIEBYIIIKY €IKAM 3aIlaxOM CIIUPTHOTO. — 3HaeIllb, YTO
Takoe yeTBeproBaHue? Koraa MeqieHHO OTpHIBAIOT YacTH Tena
OJIHY 3 JIPyroM, OTHY 3a APYroi. Takyio MbITKY He BBIIEPKUBAIOT
Jaxe camble CuibHbIe connartsl. [IpeacraBnsenis, Kak OHU OpyT,



KOI'JIa UM TOJ1 HOI'TH 3aCakKMBAIOT pacKkajieHHble uriibl? [ToBeps,
IUIETh TTOKaXETCs TeOe IIBETOYKAMHU.

— V-y-y, — KaTpun orpuuaresbHO MOTHyJa TOJIOBOW, YyB-
CTBY#l, KaK y’Kac CKOBBIBA€T cepile. — Bbl Takoil ke caucT, Kak
U Bail Opat!— BBIIUIECHY/IA €My B JIMIIO B OTYAsTHBE.

— Yro ThI cKazana? — Muiuesnsb 3apblyal, Kak JUKANA 3BEpb, U
CWJIBHO YZIapUJI €€ TOJIOBOM O CTEHY.

—IIpaBnay... TOJNIBKO MpaBay, — BCXJIUMbIBAs, pocToHa1a KaT.

— Kakyro emie npaeay? 3a Takue cjoBa si COOCTBEHHOPYYHO
BBIPEKY TBOW JIKUBBIM A3bIK. OH CHOBA TpsXaHyJI €€, U TKaHb,
KOTOpasi IPUKpbhIBajia OOHAXXKEHHOE TeJIO, CKOJMb3HYJIa K HOTaMm,
LEIUISASCh 32 PaHbl.

['ma3a rpaca nmoreMHeNu 1 Terepb Tak HaoMuHa M ['adpuasist
B TOT POKOBOM A€Hb. SIpoCcTh Oe3 Karuii couyBCTBUs OyleBasa
BO B3IVISIE, BBIIJIECKUBASCh 32 €T0 MPEIEIHI.

— U 410 ke B TeOe Takoro 1EeHHOTOo, YTO Thl MOCYUTAIA ITO
HEJJOCTOMHBIM MOEro Opara? — OTCTYIWII, TIPOJOIIKAST YAESPKU-
BaTh JEBYIIKY HA PACCTOSIHUM BHITSHYTOU PYKH.

Barsag Muniens cKonb3HyJI 10 Telly IEBYIIKH, MEPLAIOLIEMY
B pbikeM cBete Jiamnbl. [lonHas, BbICOKasi rpydb, NepernavykaH-
Hasl TPSA3bI0 M KPOBBIO, TIJIOCKUM, CJIETKa MOAPArUBAIONIUI KU-
BOT, B3JbpIMaloIIvecs: pedpa, BHICTYHAIOINE U3-TIO1 KOXKH, a Ha
HUX JUTMHHBIN, eIlle He 3aTsSHYBIIUICS pyoerl.

«Huyero oco6eHHOro,— BhIHEC MapeHb CBOU BepauKT. [la, Mo-
JKET, U XOpollla, HO HUYeM He OTIIMYaeTcs OT Apyrux. Tak 3a uto
e OpaT MOTUIATUIICS JKU3HBIO ?»



— I'oBopu! — morpedoBan OH TPO3HO, BUIUMO, TIOTEPSIB TEp-
nenue. — B mocneqauii pa3 crnpammsaio, 3a 4To Thl youna [ao-
puans?

— 51 He yObuBana! — pemuTeabHO MPOKpUYaa B JIMIIO My4UTe-
0. — DTO HECUYACTHBIN CITyvai, caMo3alnTa, HO He YOUICTBO!

— Bpems!

— Ecnu He BepuTe, 3auem Toraa cnparimbaete? IHoro orBeta
He OyzeT! — pa3MaszaB cie3bl Jipoxariieil pykou, KaTpun ccyrty-
JIJIACh, MBITASICh CKPHITh HATOTY.

— [NotoMy 4TO XO4y 3HATh BCE B MOAPOOHOCTSIX, YTOOBI, KO-
I71a HAYHY CBOpAuMBaTh TBOIO IPSI3HYIO IIEI0, PEJICTABIIATh, KaK
Thl yOUBasa ero. — pyka Muiliesist IeMOHCTPAaTUBHO CIaBUJIA eid
TopJIO.

— BBl Takou xe MOHCTp, Kak W OH. XOTUTe npas/pl? Xopo-
1110, HO HE YBEPEHa, YTO OHA BaM TMOHPABUTCS, — B3JIEPHYJIA TO-
JIOBY JIEBYIIIKA U C BBI30BOM IOCMOTpeJia emMy B I71a3a. Katpun
OblJIa yBEpEeHa, 4TO OH M TaK 3HAET IMpaB[y, HO MyCTb, €CIIU XO-
YeT, YCIIBIIINT U OT Hee.

— Bam 6par 6e3ymentr! OH Ha MPOTSKEHUU JIOJITUX JIET UCTSI-
3aj1 OeTHBIX JIeByIIeK. Tex, KoTopbix Baia 6abka rmokynania ass
Hero, — 3Ty cioBa K3t nmpousHocuia ¢ mpe3peHneM, v B TOT MO-
MEHT Mepe] ee Ia3aMu CTOsUI0 UCKasledeHHoe nio Kienm. —
Ha, na rpaguHs noouipsija ero AbsIBOJIbCKUI MOPOK, 3aCTaBIIsIs
IPUCITYTY MOMTYaTh. B TOT IeHb U MeHs1 MoJoCIau K HEMY, CO-
CJIABIIIUCh HA TO, YTO HY)KHO CPOYHO yOPaThCs B MOKOSIX €0 CBET-
noctu. Ho s Tam oOHapyxwia. .. [adpuans. OH cuiion 3aTarmut



MEHS B IOCTENb, a KOrjga s MocMesia COMPOTUBIIATHCS, JA0OCTaI
HoX. Hukorna He 3a0yny ero ria3. OHM CJIOBHO ObUIM HEUeNoBe-
YEeCKHUe, 3pauku TaKue OIPOMHBIE, UTO BBEprajiv B yxac. S me-
penyrajiachk 10 CMEPTH M XOTeJ1a BBICBOOOANThCS U3 ero Jjiarn. Ho
KOT/Ia OH IOJIOCHYJI JIE3BUEM 10 MOEMY TeJly, — JIEBYILIKA TPSCY-
IIeiicss pyKod KOCHYJIach Topes3a MoJ IPyabio, — 1 U BOBce 00e-
3ymenia. V30 Bcex cujl mombITanach CKUHYTh €ro, U, Korja MHE
3TO y/AJIOCh, pelnia yoexaTb, HO 3aMeTUIa, 4to ['abpuans Jie-
KUT Ha MOoJTy, He 1eBessAck. [lagas ¢ KpoBaTu, OH HaNoOpoJIcs Ha
KHHKaJI, KOTOPBIA OBLT B €ro pykax. f He yousasa ero! KisiHycs,
9TO HECYACTHBIN ciyvail. Bugur Oor, 51 He kenajia eMy CMEpTH. . .

BocnoMuHaHus HAaCTOJIBKO 3aXJIECTHYJIM JIEBYILKY, 4TO, pac-
CKa3blBas1, OHA 33/1bIXaJIaCh, a CJIE3Bl IPAJOM KaTUJIMCh 10 Mepe-
IIAYKAHHBIM IeKaM. Mu111esb BBICITyIIaI €€, He IEJTOXHYBIINCH;
JIMLIO NTApHS HE BhIpaKaJlo HUKakMX smMouuu. Ho B rmasax npo-
JoJpxasi OyleBaTh BCe Te ke X0sof U HefoBepue. KoneuHo, oH
He noBepuJ eit! U pa3Be Moriio ObITh MHAYE?

— I'HycHas 10b, 32 KOTOPYIO Thl NOIIATUIIBCS KU3HBIO! —
BBIKPUKHYJI I'pad JIeASTHBIM TOJIOCOM, OT KOTOPOTro 1o Koxe Kar
no6exany MyparKkH.

— 41 3Hana, 4YT0 MOE MpU3HAHKUE OKaKeTCs OECCMBICTIEHHBIM, —
BCXJIMIHYJIA JEBYIIKa 0OpeueHHo. — Takum, Kak si, HUKTO He Be-
put! Ho ectp u gpyrue aesymku! [ToroBopure ¢ HUMH, OCMOT-
pure Ux n3ypoaoBaHHble Tesa! U g morsky Toraa, 4to Bbl CKa-
xere!

9 raBa



Muinens pazkai najblipl, U, YCIIBIIAB, KAK OHU 3aXPYyCTeH,
KaTpuH pyxHyna Ha I0J1, CUJIBHO YIAapUBIIMCh FOJIOBOM. B riaszax
pa3IBOMJIACK JIaMIIa, CTOSIBIIIAsI HEMO/IAJIEKY, U CBET OT Hee PE3KO
3amura ro temHutle. Eitie He 10 KoHIIa pujs B cedsl, MIeHHUIIA
YJIOBWIA, KAK C TPOXOTOM 3aTBOPUJIACH TsDKeNast ABEpb. YIIe.
JleBy1ka BeIIOXHYNA ¢ oOneryenreM. OIHAKO pagoBaThCsi ObLIO
0c000 Heuemy, Bps[l JIM MepeblKka OyneT Joaron. A mpusHa-
Hue Kot sBHO eme myie pasrHeBaeT crapyio rpagusio. o ee
CMepTU HaBEPHSIKA OCTAIUCh CUMTaHHBIe Yackl. OHA YyBCTBOBA-
JIa, 9TO KOHell He OyzeT JierkuM. Y, HecMOTpsI Ha KYTKYIO OO0JTb,
Tep3aBIlyIo Te10, KT omiyTuia cTpacTHoe kenaHue xuth. Her,
Jake He XUTh, a 00pecTH MOKOU, Oyayuu cBoOogHor. OHa 1o
OTYasTHUS 3aX0Tejla CHOBA YBHUJIETh 3Be3/IHOEe HEOO, Oe3 COMHe-
HUs1, HA yJuile HOub. [IpUKpBIB 11a3a, CJIOBHO HasIBY, OIIYTHIIA,
KaK JIETKWe HAMOJHSIOTCS MPOXJIaJHBIM, CBEKUM BO3AyXoM. U
’aJ00HO 3acToHaNa, OOpeyeHHas: Ha TUOeNb B 3aTXJIOM IOfIBa-
se. Ho nouemy? Benp MokHO nonbiTarecs... [a u 4ro tenepb
MOJXET €€ YCTpAaIlUTh?..

JleByllka IOTAHYJIACh IpOoXKalIerd pyKou 10 TKAHU U, IPUIIO/I-
HSIBIIKCh Ha KOJIEHU, YKyTalach B Hee. EAMHCTBeHHAs Hajex/1a
OblIa HA TO, YTO, BOBMOXKHO, B CIellike rpad He 3amep JBepb.
['ocnionu, kak xe oHa Hazuesuiach Ha yyno! [lonemHory Bcraina,
OIUPAsICh O CKOJIb3KYIO CTEHY, TOPOCIIYIO MJIECEHbI0. 3aTEM Bbl-
NPSIMUIIACH, OCTPO UYBCTBYSI, KAK KOXa Ha CITUHE HATSATUBAETCS,
packpbiBasi riiyookue panbl. Ho, oxBaueHHast cymacIiesiei Ha-
JIeKJION JIEBYIIIKA HE TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA CTOJIb CUJTBHOU OOJIH.



Ona nmoOparnach 10 ABEpU M TUXOHBKO TOJNKHYJA ee. Ta co
CBUCTSILIIMM CKPUIIOM Hayvajia Me[JIeHHO OTKpbiBaThesl. Cepalie
B IIPEABKYIIIEHUH JIOJITOKIAHHOM CBOOOIBI IO OOJTU YAAPHIIO TIO
pedpam. U, yaumas KyTkuit 03H00, K9TpuH moruienach K BbIXO-
ny. OHa He 3HaJla HaBepHsIKa, KaK BHIOPAThCS U3 XKYTKOTO TOJI-
BaJIa, JIMIIIb CMYTHO MOMHWJIA MyTh, KOTOpbIM Kilenm ee clona
Besta. Onmpasich O CTeHy, IeBYIIKA JBUTAIach MpsiMO, HAEsICh,
YTO KOrja-HuOyab 3Ta TeMHOTa 3akoHuuTcs. M kaxkercs, ['oc-
TIO/Ib BCE Ke CXKAJMIICA HaJl Hedl. B KoHIle OeCKOHEUHOTrO KOpH-
nopa KatpuH yBuaena cBET JyHbI, UCXOASIINIA U3 OKHA Y TIOTOJ-
Ka, U HEeMoJaJIeKy — JIBePb. YCKOPHBIIKUCH, AEBYIIKA OPOCUIACH
K BBIXOJYy, ojlarasi, YT0 OH HEMPEMEHHO BBIBEET €€ Ha YJIMILY.
W cHOBa ygava: MOAHSBIIMCH TIO OOIMIApIaHHOK JiecTHUIlE, Kot
BBIIIUIA BO JIBOP, II€ HE TaK JaBHO MOJBEPrajiach My4UUTEIbHBIM
uctszanusaM. [lomymecsi spko ocBelan yauily, Kotopas, CJIoB-
HO B CKa3Ke, Oblj1a MOKphITa CBepKaomM nHeem. OceHb BOBCIO
pacItyCTiia CBOU KPbLIbsl, M 3€MJTIO OKYTaJIY [IEPBbIE 3aMOPO3KHU.

OcmoTpeBIIMCh N0 cTopoHaM, K9TpuH BeiOpasia myTh, 1Mo KO-
TOPOMY CMOXET cOekaTh He3aMeueHHON. BrixonuTh yepes r1aB-
HBIE BOpOTa ObLIO OB Oe3yMHeM, J1a U HaBepHsKA OHU 3aIlepThl.
Ho oHa 3Hasia U3 cBOMX peIKHUX MPOryJOK, YTO 3a KOHIOIIHEN
3aroH yXOIUT JaJIeKO B TOJIe, a 32 HUM JieC, U, BOZMOXKHO, TaM
ceifyac HeT CTOpoXKa.

Buanmo, Houb ObUTa TTyOOKOM, MMOTOMY 4YTO, MPOOMPAsICh K
KoHIoIIHe, K3T He BcTpernia HU equHOM kKuBoH nyim. O6xons
3aroH C XepeOliamu, JIeByIIKa mmenTtana npo cedst: «Tonbko Obl



HE 3apXKajiv, TOJIBKO OBl He 3apkaiu». M 61aropojHbie KUBOT-
HbIE, CJIOBHO ITOUYBCTBOBAB CTPAX U OTUYASHbE JEBYIIKH, TPOBO-
JIVJTA ee JIMIIb TUXUM (pbipkaHbeM. BeijoxHyB, KaTpuH u3 mo-
CIIETHAX CUJI PBaHyJIa K JPYroMy Kparo 3aroHa, mpujepKuBast
PYKam# TKaHb, Pa3BEBAIOIILYIOCS HA BETPY.

Ceptie OerieHo KOJIOTHIIOCHh B TPY/IH, €1lie HEMHOTO ... CBO-
6oma! ITycTs HEeHaOJITO, TIYCTh JJa’ke HA MUT, HO OHA YMPET CBO-
OOIHON.

Jlurkue BOJIOCH JIHYJIH K JIMILY, 3aCTUjIas r1a3a, Ho Katpun
He oOpaiajia Ha HUX BHUMAaHUsI, BUAS B JIYHHOM CBETE Ouep-
TaHUs Jieca, B KOTOPOM ejajia YKpeIThes. Elle HeMHoro, erne
YyTh-UyTh, U OHA CKPOETCS B BeUHO3eJieHOH Tyiie. Ho uem MeHb-
IIIe CTAHOBWJIOCh PACCTOSTHUE, TeM ObICTpee CHJIbI IIOKUJAIIN JIe-
BYIIKY. ['011o/1 1 ToTepsi KpoBM JaBajivi O ceOe 3HaTh, Jienast HO-
'Y [IOYTH YTO BaTHBIMU. Efl CTOMJIO OrpOMHOTO Tpy/ia rnepesie3Th
Yyepe3 BBICOKOE JIEPEBSHHOE OrpakJeHUE, a HA TOH CTOPOHE OHA
¥ BOBCE PyXHYJIa Ha TPOMEP3IIYIO 3eMITIO.

Hemuoro otnpinaBmmcs, Katpun nogHsiace. Kazanock, 4ro
JI0 Jieca MOXHO JIOTSIHYThCs pykor. Ha Ger He octanoch cui, u
JIeBYIIIKA TJIeJIach, C TPYAOM TepeOupasi HoraMu. BeiMOTaHHasA,
OHA HE cpa3y 3aMeTuJsIa, YTO TepBble KPUBbIE BETKU KJICHA 1IeTl-
JISTIOTCS 3 €€ BOJIOCHI M €JUHCTBEHHYIO ofieskay. C KaxkK IbIM IIia-
T'OM TEMHOTa CTAaHOBUJIACh BCE CUJIbHEE, 4 BeJIMYaBble COCHBI T'Y-
111e CMbIKaMch y HeOa. ObeccuneB, KaTpuH olyTuia, Kak K Hel
NoI0MpaeTCsl HOUHOM XOJIOJ, Y TIOCTapasach CUIIbHEe YKyTaThCsl
B TOHKYIO TKaHb, KOTOpasi, IPOIUTABIINCH KPOBBIO U TIOTOM, BO-



BCE HE corpeBaJa.

Omna crynasna, 9yBCTBYsI, KaK MO OOCHIMU CTYITHSIMH TpEIIaT
BeTKM ¥ Ky, Ho cuibl Bce yObiBamm u yobiBamm. Hakorer,
KOI'Ja HOTY COBCEM OTKAa3aJIUCh MOAUYMHSATHCS, JEBYIIKA PYXHY-
Ja Ha MATKylo nouBy. OHa MOgHSIA YCTasblid B30p K HeOecam
yJIBIOAsICh JTyHe, TPOOUBAIOIIEHCs CKBO3b IyCThie BeTKH. «Hy uTto
K MIPOILAii, 30JI0Tast», — MBICJIEHHO ITPOM3HECTIa OHA, HUCKOJIBKO
HE cokaJiesi, YTO MIMEHHO 3/1eCh €€ HaCTUIHeT KoHell. [laxe eciu
el 1 He TPO3UT yMepeTh OT OECCUIMS, TO YK TOYHO CTyXa J0-
BepLIMT HayaTtoe. Huuero crpaiiiHoro, Bpsi/ 1 OHA IOYYBCTBYET
60b. A pa3ym TeM BpeMeHeM Bce 0osiee MyTHEN U YHOCHJI CO-
3HaHuWe B JaJib. B nocneqHuil pa3 AeByIika B3MIsHY/1a HA HEOO U
0e3MsTeXHO MPUKphLIA IJ1a3a. . .

DIUT CcToslIa y KAMUHA, COBEPLIEHHO HE YYBCTBYs €ro Tera.
Oma 3acTaBJiisijia CBOEro MpeJaHHOro CJIyry CHOBa M CHOBA MOJI-
KWABIBATh APOBA, HO, YCTAaB OT MUI'aHU S OTHs Nepe I71a3aMH, OT-
pyraia u nporHaia. KoctisBas pyka gambl KOCHYJIaChb MAaCCUB-
HOTI'O OKepesibsl Ha 11Iee, U KEHILUHA, TSKEJIO B3/I0XHYB, IIPUKPbI-
na rma3a. Kak xe oHa mo0uia, Korja ee npekpacHasi 104b Hajie-
BaJla 9TU PyOUHBI, OHU TAK IIIK K aJIbIM IyOam ["aOpuanel. A Te-
nepb rpadrHs HOCHJIa UX B MaMsATh O JJOYEPH, TPEKPACHO 3Has,
91O C ee OJeHON KOXKEeH OKepesbe CMOTPUTCST Yepecuyp BYIlb-
rapHo. CTOJIBKO JIET MPOIILIO, 2 OHA BCE TaK K€ TOCKYET MO CBOE
JE€BOYKE, Y BPsJL JIM TOCKA MTPOMJET, MOKA DIIUT KuBa. A Terepsb
U ee MaJIbyMK... [{uTs, KOTOpOMY ee J104b JapoBaJia KU3Hb lie-
HOIo cBoeld. OHa MOKJIsUIach 3alHIIaTh U 0OeperaTb BHYKOB, HO



He cziepXkana cioBa, gaHHoro [aGpuasne Ha cMepTHOM ofipe. JT1a
TBapb, IPsA3HAs JEBKA, rPaUHs CKyKOKIIACh, TyBCTBYS HEMpe-
OZIOJIMMYIO HEHABHCTh, OTHSIJIA €€ TOPSTYO0 JIIOOUMOTO BHYKA.

EnBa crapas njama ormycTusiach B MSTKOE KPecio, Kak YCIIbl-
maja 1ym, JOHOCHBINMICS u3-3a nBepu. OHa 3actaBuia ceOst
BCTaTh W B3IJISTHYTh, YTO MpoHcxoauT. HeoxumanHo ee B3opy
OTKpPbLIACh KapTHHA, TIE €€ MPUCITYTa TOPOILTUBO YCTPEMIIIACH
BHM3. CXBAaTUB YEpHBINA Xanart, TpadrHs MOCIeIoBaia 3a HUMH,
HE TIOHMMasl, IOYEeMY TaK MO3THO HUKTO He CITHT.

Murtiens TeprienmBo Kaajl, OOMOKOTUBINKUCEH O cTeHy. OH Be-
nen DiOyTy coOparh B XOJIe BCEX CIyKaHOK. TOT yaMBHICS
CTOJIb TIO3JJHEMY TTPUKa3y, HO IPOTUBKUTHLCS He mocmel. Terneps
rpad HaOIO/Ial1, KaK pacTperaHHble JeBYIIKY B OJHUX HOUHYIII-
Kax CIIeNIaT BHICTPOUTHCS TIEPET HHM.

Korna aBoperkuii cooOrmut, 4to Bee B cOope, Muiiiens ooBen
NIPUCYTCTBYIOIINX TSKEJIBIM B3IJISIIOM M OOKOBBIM 3pEHHUEM 3a-
METWJI Ha JIECTHUIIE YepHOe TATHO. OH 00epHYyJICs, YBU/IEB Me/I-
JIEHHO crycKaroryiocst 6adymky. Ha ee cMopiiieHHOM Jjintie oT-
paxanuch TpeBora u Hefoymenue. M rpad moHs, 4yTo oHa co-
OupaeTcsi BMeIaThCsl.

— Hpaxaiiias rpaguHs, MpoIly Bac YIAJIUThCS B CBOM MO-
KOU, — Ipon3Hec MHUIIesb roiocoM, He TEPISIIMM BO3paKeHUH.
OH npe:xae He MOo3BOJIsLI cede rpy00CTH B OTHOLIIEHUH 0a0yIIKHY,
HO Terieph CUTYAIIUs BHIILIA W3-110f] KOHTposs. [lokunast jama
3amepJia, CJIOBHO pelliasi, YTO el JejiaTh Jlayibllie, HO, BCTPETHB
37101 B3IJISII BHYKA, pa3BepHY/IACh M 3aTPYyCHIIA ITPOYb, HE CKPBI-



Bast ITyOOKO! OOUIbI.

— A Tenepp, BBl JaMbl, pa3IeBauTECh! — CKOMaH/I0BAJI OH.
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JleByILLIKM pacTepssHHO MEperyisIblBaINCh APYT C IPYroM, He
TOPOMSACh BHIMIONHATH MpuKa3 rpada. daxe DOyt ot yausie-
HUSI OTKPBLUT POT, OTOJIMB CBOU HEPOBHBIE, KeJThie 3yObl. [ToTe-
PSIB OCTaTKM TeprieHusi, Muresnb nogoiien Oauxke K mpuciyre,
CJIOKUB PYKH 32 CIIMHOM.

— Bl rutoxo cipimmTe? — HEMOBOJILHO OPOCHIT MYK4MHa,. — 5
CKa3aJl pa3/IeBaMTECh, HE 3aCTABJISIUTE MEHS IPUMEHSTh CUJTY !

OpHa 3a 1pyroii mepemnyraHHble Cy)KaHKW Ha4aJlu CKUbIBATh
¢ ceOs1 HOUHYIIKH, MBITAsICh IPOKAIIUMU PYKaMH MPUKPBITH Ha-
roty. Korma orommuck Bee, u oiexk1a HEOPEKHO MOKOWIACH Y
ux Hor, Muiliesib HarpaBWiICs BAOJb Psi/Ia CTOSIIIIUX, XMYPO pas3-
rIsAbIBast OOHAKEHHbIE Tela.

Koxa nepBbIX HECKONbKUX AEBYIIEK ObLla YUCTA, U UX IMyX-
JIble TeJIa YKpalllaju JIMIIb POIUHKU. A ciefyolas cTosiia, 1po-
’Ka OT cTpaxa, ¥ ee BHAJIbIA )KUBOT PA3pUCOBAIIM JIJTUHHbBIE KPU-
BbI€ IIpaMbl. 3aMeTUB, YTO Tpad OCTAHOBWICS HAMPOTHUB Hee,
BHUMATEJIbHO paccMaTpuBasi, OHa ellle CUJIbHEE MPUKaja PyKU K
TPYIH, T7I0Tast O€33ByUHbIE BCXJIMIIHL.

— Otkyga? — ClIpOCHJI OH, YKa3aB r0JIOBOM Ha YBEUbS.

— He-e noMHI0, — IOTYNIUB B30p, OTBETUJIA Ta.

Tena cnegyionmx Tpex CiIykaHOK ObLTM TaKXke MCIO0COBa-
HBI pyOriamu, Ho Muinens mpoies MuMo Hux. M ocraHoBuMIICS
JIMILIb HAITIPOTUB €AMHCTBEHHOM, KOTOpas MIOCMENa CMOTPETh EMY



B I1a3a. Ee 1oHOe miio 006e300pakuBa rpyObli IIpaMm, a TieuH,
IpyAb U KUBOT, KOTOPBIE OHA BOBCE HE MpsATajia, HE UMENH KHU-
BOI'0 MecTa.

— Moxert, Thl MHE CKaXelllb, KTO Harpau Tedst TAKOW Kpaco-
Tor? — cipocut rpad, TOMpayHEeB OT T'HEBa.

— Ckaxy, — IpOMOJIBWIA TUXO CIIy’KaHKa. — Bam nmokonHbI
Opar nocrapa’cs. ..

— U c ocranbHbiMU? — rosioc Mutiienst oxpuil.

— U ¢ ocTaIbHBIMH. . .

— Kuieiim, 3aTKHUCH, — TOMPOOOBAT OBUIO BMENIATHCS DUOYT,
HO TOCIIOJJUH CMEPUJT €r0 YOUICTBEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM, U TOT CKaJl-
col.

— Mo Bce BoH! — Opocui aeBymikam Muiiiesib, TOCIeI-
HO HalpaBMBIIKCH K JIeCTHUIIE. M KOrma ero rpo3Hblid CHITYST
CKPBLICSI HA BTOPOM 3TaKe, CTEHbI 3aMKa COTPSIC SIPOCTHBIM BO3-
rac:

— babymika!

Dnut [lenpmac B3ApOrHyJa, ycaslaB ToJIOC BHYKa, KOTOPBIA
KazaJics He3HaKOMbIM. OHa TOJIBKO U ycIiena OOepHYThCs, KOT/ia
JBEPU B €€ TIOKOU C TPOXOTOM PACKPBLIKCH.

— ThI ceriuac xe pacckaxelb MHe NpaBay! — 3apbryai Mu-
11eJb, CBEpKas I1a3aMu, HAIMBIIUMUCS KpoBblO. — Viu 51 3a ce-
0s1 He pyyJaroch!

['pacduHs x1ana 3TOro pa3roBopa, OHa MoHsJIa, YTO OH HEer3-
Oe’xeH, Korja ycbliiaina npukas BHyKa «Paznerbes!», ampeco-
BaHHBIN CiTy)kaHKaMm. KTo-To mpoOonTancsi, ¥ COMHEHHI, KTO



UMEHHO, y Hee He Obuto. [IpokisaTas neuonka! Maio Toro 4ro
3a0payia Ku3Hb [a0puasis, Tak Tenepp enie U MmaMsATh O HeM
oMpayua.

— I'oBopu! — norpedoBas cHoBa Mullienb, BCTaB HAIIPOTUB
CTapoM 1aMbl, KOTOpasi Ha ero (poHe Kazayiach UCCOXINEN Kaprou.

— TBoi1 6pat ObLT OOJIEH, — BBIJIOXHYJIA JKEHITIMHA, CIIPSITAB T10-
JparvBaloIiye pyKy B CKJIAJIKAX MJIaThsl. — DTO Thl XOUEIIlb YCIIbI-
marb?

— BonbHbIe Takoe He BHITBOPSIOT! — B3BbLI I'pad, B3bEpOIIMB
CBOU BOJIOCHI.

— Oto npokasatue ['adpuasnb yHacienoBal OT Balllero oTIa, —
PYXHYB B KpecJio, TpoMoBuia Daut. — f tak monuia bora, yro-
OBl OHO 00OIIIJIO BaC CTOPOHOM, HO, BUJMO, OH HE BHSUI MOUM
MoUTBaM. §1 Tak cTapanach, 9TOOBI ThI 320BLT TOT yKac. ..

— Yro TH roBopHMIb? — MuUIlie/Ib He MOHUMAaJI HEBHSITHBIX
CJIOB, MIPOU3HECEHHBIX OAOYIITKOM.

— Ts1 ObLT KpOIIIEUHBIM, KOT/IA S Y3HAJIA CTPAIITHYIO TAHY TBO-
ero otia. 1 mpoBoxkana Tedst KO CHY, ¥ Mbl YCIIBIIIIAINA KPUK TBO-
el marepu. OTKpbIBasi ABEph €€ KOMHATHI, 1 U MOMBICJUTh HE
MOTIJIa, C KAKUM Y’)KacoM MHE MPHUIETCS TaM CTOJMKHYThCs. TBOM
oterl ¢ 00e3yMEBIIMM JIMIIOM HABHC HAJl MOEH JAEBOUKOU, CHKU-
Masi KUHXaJl B pykax. Ee Teno 6110 BCE B MHOTOUHMCIIEHHBIX T10-
pes3ax, a ocTpoe Jie3Bue MPpUOIMKAIOCh K )KUBOTY, B KOTOPOM
HaXOWJICsl TBOM Opar. A Tbl, IJIyMbIII, MOCIEA0BAT 32 MHOU U
YBUJIEJT BECh YKac MPOUCXOMAIIETO. S Tak 00s1ach, 4TO TBOU pa-
3yM MOBPEAUTCS TIOC/IE MPOU3OIIEANIEr0, HO JaXe U MOAyMaTh



He MorJIa, 4yTo Oena KocHeTcs ['abpuans. .. [Tozxke moub paccka-
3aJ1a, YTO ITOT He/TyT MYUHJI TBOETO OTIIa ¢ ieTcTBa. OH 3Bepel u
TOT/Ia BHITBOPSUT CTPAIIIHBIE BEIIH, a K PACCBETY MPOCTO HE ITOM-
HUJI O COIESTHHOM.

Omna pacckasbiBajia eMy B CJie3aX, U OH PblJaJl BMECTe C Hel,
BeIMaJIMBAsI TpoleHus. ['adpuana Jnodwia Myka U MOJT4a CHO-
CHJIa BCE M3JICBATENIbCTBA. A 1 JII0OMIA TBOETO Opara M He MOIJia
OTBEPHYTHCS OT HErO U3-3a CTPAIITHOTO HEIyTa.

— Thl momkHa OblIa paccka3aTh MHE! — BOCKJIMKHYT Muttiesb,
JI0 TIIyOWHBI AYIIY TIOPA3UBIIKCH YCIBIIIAHHOMY — CKOJIBKO JIET
ThI OKPbIBAJIa 9TU UCTS3aHUS B MOEM JioMe?

— A 4ro ObI TH czienan, Muiniesib? — ycTajao poMOJIBUIIA Ja-
Ma. — [TocuuTasn Obl €ro MPOKaXeHHbIM U OTOCJIAJ MOJAJIbIIIE OT
ce0s1 B MOHACTHIPh?

— $1 OBl HateN BBIXO, Beb IOJKHO CYIIIECTBOBATh KaKOE-TO
u3jedeHue!

— Her, nymaemb, st He WcKajia, — OTMaxHyJIach rpaduHs. —
Korna st BriepBble y3Hasia, YTO MPOKJISATHE MEPEnuio K MOeMy
MaJIbuMKy, He TOBEpHJIa, CITMCAB TIPOKCIIIECTBYE Ha IOHBIA BO3-
pact. Besib emy ObLJIO TOrIa BCETO JABEHA/NLATD, a 51 TaK 00sIach
MPOSIBJIEHUS CTpAIIHOro Heayra. OH OJHAXIbI IIPHUIIIE]T KO MHE
BECh B KPOBH, MTPU3HABIINCH, YTO YOUJT CBOIO JTIOOMMYIO KOIIIKY.
51 cipocuiia, 3a urto, a ['aOpuasb, pbigasi, OTBETHII, UTO HE 3HAET.
Ho nogo6Horo He MOBTOPSIOCH. .. [l0 IIecTHaALaTH JIeT. A To-
cJie KOHIOX OOBUHUJT MAJIbUMKA B TOM, YTO OH YyTh HE 3a/IyIINT
ero Jo4b. § 3acTaBmiia X MOJTYATh, 3ATUIATUB HEMAJIYIO CYMMY.



W KOoHEeuHO, MPUHSIACH UCKATh TO, YTO CIOCOOHO €r0 U3JIeUnTh,
HO CKOJIBKO Bpaueil Hi OCMaTPUBAJIM BHYKA, CKOJIBKO IIETUTENeH
HU JIaBaJTM CBOMX CHA/I00MIA, TPOpoYa CKOPOE BBI3IOPOBIICHNUE,
HUYEro He nomorasno. BpeMeHHO mpuIIIoch €ro U30IUpOBaTh.
OnHaKO KOrJa HACTYTaJIM Té TEMHbIE MOMEHTBI, OH KPYIIIUJI BCe
BOKDYT, HAUMHAasI BPEAUTDH jAaxke cede. ['aOpmanb ObLT HE BUHO-
BaT, YTO YHAC/IENOBAJ CTOJb CTPAIIHOE MPOKJsATHE. Jlymaers,
OH 3T1Ooro xoten? Pa3Be Thl moMHUIIb ero xectokum? Wnu rpy-
o6biM? Bermomuu! — ytepeB ciessl, morpedopana aut. — OH Bce-
1712 OBUT BECENBIM, KU3HEPAJIOCTHBIM MaJTbYAKOM.

Ja, Muriieib IOMHUII €70 MMEHHO TakKuM: 0e33a00THBIM, T11e-
OyTHbBIM MuaamUM O6parom. OTTOro u B clioBa 0aOyIIKKM OBLIO
CJIOXKHO TTOBEPHTb.

— Bocewms niet, — onmycTuB rofioBy, npousHec rpag. — Bocemb
JIeT ThI CKpbIBasia mpasy. Llensix Bocems Jet! YMy HermocTuxu-
Mo! Thl mpeBpaTiia poioBOI 3aMOK B MPUCTAHUILIE AbsIBONIA. Th
HOOIIpsiyIa ero 0e3yMusi, TPUBO/S K HEMY HOBBIX JIEBYIIIEK. DTO
ThI JOJDKHA OBITh TIPOKJISITA 32 COZIESTHHOE.

— He roBopwu Tak! — npokpuuaina rpacduns. — 51 mpocro 60s-
JIach, YTO OH HaBpeAuT cebe. XoTesa CMacTy ero M 3allUuTUTh!
Kto onm, 3Tt neBymku? PaGbiHu, KOTOpBIE, HE MOaOepu s UX,
JaBHO OBl CTHHYJIU. A 3716Ch OHM TIOJ] KPBIIIEH, B TETUIE W CHITHI.
["aGpwanb uis Manas Tiata 3a ux KU3Hb.

— la To1 cama Ge3ymHa! Bpata Hy:KHO ObUTO 3alMINATh OT Te-
0s1! — mpoperyas Muiiiens e B Iuio. — Ecim ObI ThI TOJIBKO pac-
cKasasia, 51 Haies Obl BBIXOf, U OH Obut skuB! Ho HeT, Tl pemmiia



MOJT4a MOTaKaTh OPOKY, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI €r0 CKOPEHHTb.

— I'mynen, — oT4assHHO BBIKPUKHYJIA CTapyXa. — Thl HUYETO HE
3Haenb 00 3ToM. M Gnmarogapu Bora 3a To, 4TO NpOKJIATHE HE
KocHynoch 1eds1. U monu Ero, 4toObl OHO He nepeaoch TROUM
CBHIHOBBSIM.

— Bo1 GonbHBI, qpaxaiimas rpacduns! W Bama 6one3Hs nme-
HYeTCsl CyMacllecTBUEM, — IPOMOJIBIJI, OPe3JIMBO OTILATHYB-
mych, Muens.

— Most 6one3Hb — cieras JIIoOOBb K JIETSIM Jlouepu!
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Muinenb MeTasics o KOMHate, He Haxons ceOe mecra. Pac-
MaxXHYJI OKHO U BIIYCTWJI BHYTPb XOJIOAHBIMA BETEP, OT KOTOPOIrO
TYT K€ 3aMasiamio iaMs B KamuHe. CiioBa 6aOyIlIKy He BBIXO-
JWJIN Y HETO U3 TOJIOBBI; OHU KaK 9XO CJIBIIIAJIMCH CHOBA Y CHOBA:
«bnarogapu Bora 3a To, 4TO MPOKJISITUE HE KOCHYJIOCH TeOs1». Ho
TOYHO JI1 He KOocHYJIoch? Celtyac qynry My KYUHbI Oepeuii co-
MHeHus1. Bee ycrplmanHoe Ka3anoch OpeoM cyMaciie/Iiei cra-
PyXH, ¥ €CJTi ObI He M3y POAOBAHHbIE TeJa CITyKaHOK, MHUIIe b HU
3a YTO He MoBepr1 Obl B npou3ome/iiee. OnHako (akThl FOBO-
pui camu 3a cebs1. Y Teneps rpad He 3HaUI, Kak eMy MOCTYIUTD
C yX)acHoW ceMelHOH TaiHOU. He 3Han, 000IuIo i1 ero cropo-
HOl Gesymue. Her, oH HUKOrIa He OBUT KECTOK C JKEHIIMHAMM.
Ho Ha BoiiHE B %€CTOKOCTU C HUM Bpsil I KTO-JTMOO MOT CpaB-
HUTbHCA.

Muiiienb BrepBble 3aJyMaliCsl: HACKOJIBKO HOPMajibHa €ro
KpoBoxaaHocTh? I'pad cam nmM4HO, HE MOPIIACH, MBITAN IJICH-



HBIX, U UX OOJIb U KPUKH HE BBI3BIBAJIM Y HETO COBEPIIIEHHO HU-
Kakux sMormid. OH OblT Ge3KaNoCTeH Ha ToJie 0051 U He IaanT
HrKoro. Ho To Obl1a BOiHA, a B KU3HU MYKYMHA HE TIPOSIBIIST
NIOIOOHOM KeCTOKOCTU. Tereph rooBy Oepeuiiv KyTKUE MbIC-
JIM: YTO, €CJTM OH He YNOIoOuICs OpaTy JIMIIb IOTOMY, YTO KPO-
BU €My XBaTasio Ha mosne 00s1?

CroBa 6a0ymiku He 1aBaJTi TIOKOsI. MUIIIeINTb 31IJICS Ha Hee U
B TO JX€ BpeMs OTYACTU MMOHUMAJ. Y#Is B apMHIO, OH B3BaJIHJI
Ha TUIEYM CTapOM KEHIIMHBI BCE XJIOMOTHI TI0 YIPABJICHUIO 3aM-
koM. Jla 1 Bocriutanuem ['abpuaisi 3aHMManach HETOCPEACTBEH-
HO OHa, B TO BpeMs Kak Muimens poc camocTositensHo. ['pad
He 00s13aH ObUT CITY)KUThb, TaK KaK YHACIIEIOBAJ TUTYJI U OIPOM-
Hoe cocrostHue. K Tomy e OH Mosyums Bce 00s13aTesIbCTBa 110
YIIPaBJIEHHUIO CTOJIb OIPOMHBIM HACJIEACTBOM M MOT HayaTb JIy-
Marth O MPONOKEHNH BEJTMKON IMHacTuu. Ho elre B mATHaAaTh
JeT MulnieNb TOHsII, UTO ero mpesbinaet ciayxkoa. M korma Bce-
TaKM TPUHSUT OKOHYATEJIbHOE PEIlieHUe, BCe OYCHb YIUBHIIHCH.
Baby1ika npuHsIIach €ro OTrTOBaprBaTh, HO OH OCTABAJICS HEMpe-
KJIOHeH. Ha Bocemb JieT ero 3arsiHysia BOeHHasl KU3Hb, a TI0Jie
6051 3aMEeHUJIO POIHOM A0oM. [la M ABOp KOpOJIs MPUHUMAIT €ro
KakK Teposi, )KeHIIMHBI CAaMU KMJAJIKCh K HeMY B 1ocTesib. Mama-
IIIM K€ TOJIKAJIM CBOMX IOHBIX JIOYEK K HeMy IMOJ HOTH, MeuTast
BBIJIATh MX 3a OnaropogHoro rpada, B mpuaady Ko Bcemy 1 odec-
neyeHHoro. OH HacIaXJaics TaKUM packyagoM U 6e3 crpaxa
Opocasicsi B 60i1, He 0OsICh MOTYYUTh OUYEPEJHOE PaHEHHE.

N3Bectre 0 MUPHOM JOTOBOPE HUMAJIO Oropumiao Mwuiens,



Be/lb K TOMY BPEMEHH OH YK€ SIBJISJICS KAaTMTAaHOM KOPOJIEBCKOM
apMUU 1 TPUOJIMKEHHBIM caMoro kopodisi. Torma MykxdrHa He
CHIepKaJICs M BBICKA3aJl BCe, UTO JyMaeT 00 3TOM a0CypIHOM JI0-
rOBOpE, Ha COBETE.

— C 4ero oHM COIJIACWJINCh Ha 9TO cernvac? — OH HEJOBOJILHO
yAapwJI JAIOHBIO 1O KapTe. — Toraa, Korjga Mbl OTTECHUIN UX ap-
MUIO 32 CBOY T'PaHUIIbl U OTBOEBAIU YACTh BPAKECKOW TEPPUTO-
pun?

Muitiesis 0OBeJI MaJIbIEM HEAABHO 3aBOEBAHHBIE 3EMJIH.

— DTO pelieHre KOpoJisi, ¥ He BaM ero 00CyXIaTh, KanutaH! —
oTpe3aJi reHepaJt, HaxMypuB OpoBu. OH ToXke He ObLT B BOCTOpre
OT TAKOTO packJiafa, HO BO3pa)arh €ro CBETJIOCTH He MOCME.

— He MHe. — cornacwicst Munesnb, pekpacHo TOHUMAs! IIPU-
YMHY MUpa, TaK KaK KOPOJIeBCKas Ka3Ha ObLIa IMycTa, a apMus
TpeboBaia Hemasioro ooecrieueHus1. — Ho st Obl1 TaM 1 3Hal0, 4TO
BpaXkeckasi apMusi, KaK HUKOIJIA, UCTOIIEHa U UMEHHO ceilvac
oueHb ys3BUMa. Ham He cocTaBUT Tpy/aa B CUMTAHHBIE AHU Pa3-
ouTh ee.

— Kanuran JIanToH, 3HalTE CBOE MECTO, U HE 3a0bIBAITE, UTO
Y Hallla apMus Ha rpaHd. JIony yctaau OT 3aTsHYBIIEHCS BOW-
HBI ¥ XOTSAT TTOKOSI, — BO3Pa3uJI COBETHUK KOPOJIsl, TOMPABUB Ha-
MyJIpeHHbIN nmapuk. [la 94To 3TOT CHOO MOXET 3HaTh 00 apMUH,
Kak, BIIPOYeM, U 0 caMoi BorHe? MOkKHO nojaymarb, 4TO COBET
KOI/Ia-TO MHTepecoBasl MpocToi oA, ['omoxa, uyma, OecumHCTBa
CBUPETICTBYIOT 32 IpeJieslaMi KOPOJIEBCKOIO IBOPLIA, U KOMY 0
9TOro eCTh JeI0?



Bosmymiennio Muinienst He Obi10 ripezesa. OH MOHsLI, 9To J0-
Ka3bIBaTh COBETY UTO-JIMOO OECIone3HO, M OOPEYEHHO YIaInII-
csl OT 1BOpa. BepHysics b, Koraa KOpoJib JTMYHO TOCTAN 3a
HVMM TOHIIa C TpeOOBaHMEM HEMEJICHHO SIBUThCS KO ABOpY. Ko-
HEYHO, e Tpad MOHMUMAJ, YTO 3TO TPeOOBAHME HE TOTHOCTHIO
npuHaanexut Ero BenmuecTBy. 3a Te MECSIIbI, YTO HE TOSBIISLII-
csl BO JBOPILIE, OH TMOJTYYMJI Ky4y TIHCEM OT MPUHIIECCHl ATHEC.
Muitienb yacTo BCIOMUHAI OEJIOKYPYIO KpacaBHILy, KOpOTasi Be-
Yepa B oMecTthe JJaHTOH: TaM OH B MOCJI/IHEE BPEMSsI IIPOBOIMIT
OOMBIIIYIO YacTh BPEMEHH, BOATN OT OA0YIIKK 1 Opata.

Ho tenepp Opara Het, 6adyiika oOe3ymesnia OT Topsi, a MbIC-
1 Muinesnst HaxoAsaTcsl B cTpaimHoM Oecriopsiake. [loyemy-To
UMEHHO ceiuyac OH BCIIOMHMJI JIeHb, KOTJ]a X, COILIUBBIX COJI-
JIaT, TIPUBEITU BIEPBbIe HA TIHITKY. Becex pedsAT BBIBEPHYIIO, a OH
CMOTpeJI, He MOprasi, 3a YTO M MOJYYIJI CBOIO TIEPBYIO MOXBATY.
A Teriepb BCe 3TO Ka3aJoCh CTPaHHBIM. .. He OT Toro Ji OH ObLT
TaK HEMPOHUIIAEM, YTO KECTOKOCTh Y HEro B KpoBu? Bcriomu-
Has porioe, Muimesb He Ka3aiics cede Oosbiie OecCTpaIHbIM,
Ha00O0pOT, Tereph OH Buaen ceds 6esymiieM. OH Mor 10 cMep-
TH TIBITATh [IIMMOHOB, 3a0PbI3raB CBOE JIMIIO KPOBBIO, U HE UCITBI-
ThIBJI HUKAKOMH KaJIOCTH, KOTJIa Te UCITyCKasM ayX. He oryran
ropeu, Tepsisi OJM3KMX COPATHUKOB Ha ToJie 00si, CUUTasi, 4yTo
BOWIHA MOXET OTHSITh Bce. BriepBrie y3HaI 60JIb OT MOTEpH, KOT/Ia
ycIblmain o cMeptu Opara. CHavana rpad aymai, 4to Bce Jeso
B MX POJCTBEHHOU CBSI3U U MOTHO ero Opar, yBbI, HE HA BOWHE.
Ho Teneph OH HaXomwiics B CMSTEHUM, U BCSI €r0 XW3Hb Ka3a-



Jack Jokbio. Kak OyATo B 3TOT caMblii MOMEHT TIIyOOKO B ceOe
rpa¢ NoYyBCTBOBAJI COBCEM JIPYrOro YeJIoOBeKa: MOHCTPa, KOTO-
pOro B3pallMBaj Ha MPOTSKEHUM MHOTUX JIeT, HaOmoaas 3a uy-
Ko 601bI0. A UTO, eciu oH Xyxke ['adpuans? Yro, ecimu usBpa-
IIEHHBIN BOMHOW MOPOK OKAKETCS1 CMEPTEIbHBIM JJIsl OKPYKalo-
mux ?

Muiuens pyxHyi B Kpeciio, 00XBaTUB pyKaMu rojioBy. Bee atu
’KYTKHE MBICIIM BbIKUIaJIM MO3T. [la ele u aakoroib 00aBisi
wiamenu. Bo3amoxHO, Bce 310 Opel, U Tak BIUSET HA HEro Io-
Tepst Opata. Ml oH BoBce He Oe3ymerl, a MyXKUYMHA, 3aKaJICHHBIN
BOWHOM !

Jlvibs mof, yTpo, Korjga COMHEYHbI CBET MPOHUK B OKHO, U
JIAMITBl YK€ IaBHO Aoropesnu, Muliienb BCHOMHII 00 MCTep3aH-
HOU JEBYIIKE, 3aeprou B noxasajie. M BOpyr oco3Has, 4ro He
MIPEJICTABIISIET, YTO C HeH JenaTh. OTIYCTUTD IJICHHUILY rpad He
MOT, TaK KaK OHa 3HaeT TaliHy ux cembu. Ha yOuiicTBo TOXE pyKa
HE TIOHUMAJIACh, XOTb OH M CYMTAIL, UYTO CIY)KaHKA OTYACTH MPH-
JacTHa K ruOesm Opara. OCTaBUTD B 3aMKe TO XKe, YTO TIOIHCATh
CMEpPTHBIN MPUTOBOP: TpachuHS HE YIYCTHT IIaHCa MTPU yI0OHOM
cityyae n30aBUTHCS OT IEBUOHKH. YTIOBaTh OCTaBAJIOCH JIMIIIb HA
TO, YTO U3pPaHEHHAsI HEBOJILHUIIA HE JIOKUBET U JI0 PACCBETa.
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[To3gHuM yTpom Multiesib periui HaBeAaTbCs B MOJBA, YTO-
Obl TPOBEPUTD, KK TaM TieHHUIa. JKuBa 11? Y KakoBO ke ObLI1O
€ro yIuBJICHHE, KOTJIa OH He OOHAPYKIJT IEBYUOHKH Ha TTOJIOKEH-
HOM MecTte. ['pad) HUKak He MOT TIOHSATH, KaK e, 00eCCHICHHON



Y U3paHEHHOM, YIaJI0Ch cOekaTh He3aMeUeHHOM.

— Haiiti mnennmity! — Oymesan Murens, coOpaB Becex pado-
YMX Y BOPOT 3aMKa. — KMBOW WM MEPTBOM, HO HaWTH !

— Moii rocriofyH, — U3 TOJIbI BBICTYIMII 3A0POBbI O0poaa-
TBIA MYKUK, — €CJId BOJIKM HAIIlJIM JIEBKY TNEpBOM, TO OT Hee
HeOOCh M KOCTel He OCTaJIOCh.

— 3HauuT, Bbl OTHILLETE J0KA3ATENbCTBA TOrO, YTO €€ COKPAIU
BOJIKU! — rapkHyi rpad cepauto.— [ToBTOpsiio: 6e3 KUBON Win
MEPTBOU JIEBYOHKHU HE BO3BPAIIANTECH !

Jlonu Momya pacchlnaauch Mo JBopy, KTO B JieC, KTO B I0JI€,
a KTO — B coce/iHue JiepeBHU. MyX4YlHa IOHUMAJI, YTO CJTyKaH-
Ka He MorIJla YUTH Aajieko, nbo Obuta ciauinkoM ciada. Ckopee
BCET0, ICUCTBUTEJILHO €€ B JIECY pa30pBajIi AUKHUE 3Bepu. Takoun
MICXOJI BIIOJTHE YCTpauBa rpada, TONbKO HyXKHO OBUIO YAOCTOBE-
PUTBCS] B 9TOM HABEPHSIKA.

[TpummopuB KoHsi, MuIienb HarmpaBuil KUBOTHOE K JIecy,
na0bl MOA03pEBal, YTO UMEHHO TaM YKpbUIACh CIyXaHKa. BHyT-
pH y HETo Bce KJIOKOTaJIO OT 'HeBa: «/la kak oHa BooOIIe mocme-
na 6exars? [la eme 4acoBoi, BUATh, YCHYJ Ha TIOCTY, 32 UYTO
TOXe TMOHEeceT cTporoe Hakazanue. Ot kanurtana [laHToHa ere
HE yIaBaJIoch cOexXaTh HA OMHOMY IJICHHOMY, 2 OCMEJIMBIIIETOCs
KJET HeMUHYyeMast TUOIb» .

Eme He coBcem npoOyauBimch, KaTprH nouyBcTBoBaia pes-
KMe 3allaxy cajla ¥ TpaB, IeKoTaBIue ee Ho3apu. «Heyxkenu u
Ha TOM CBETe MPHUCYTCTBYIOT 3eMHBIE APOMAThI ?» — IPOHECIIOCH Y
Hee B royiose. [IpuoTKpbIB ciunaroimecs riasa, MyTHbIM B30pOM



JIeBYIIIKA HAMOPOJIaCh HA TUIABHO MEPIIAIOIINI OTOHb Hero/aie-
Ky. HeMHOro noimeBenuBIINCh, OHa OIIYTHIA, KaK CITUHA BHOBb
3aHblIa. Pa3Be MepTBbie omnymaioT 0osb? Vi oHa Bce ke Ku-
Ba? Teneps yxe B cmaTeHun K3T mpomopranach, MblTasich Jy4d-
1Ie pa3risiaeTh 00CTaHOBKY. HarmpoTuB Haxoquiiack miedb, B KO-
TOPOU JBIMUJICSI 3AKONITUBIIMICS KOTEJIOK. Psatom crosum aepe-
BSIHHbIC TIOKOCHBIIIMECS] CTOJT U CTYJI, & OHA Jie)Kasla Ha JKUBOTE
Ha TBepaoy KpoBatu. He moHnmasi, rae HaxoaurTesi, JeBYIIKa M0-
IBITAJIACh TIPUTIOTHSATHCS HAa OCIA0NIEHHBIX PyKax, HO 9TO el He
yaaioch. M cCHOBa pyxHYB Ha KECTKYIO ITOCTeNb, K3TpuH omyTu-
Jia of;, coo6oM rpyOyIo MEITKOBUHY.

— He nBuraiics, gouka, iHa4e paHbl OMATh Pa30UAYTCS, — JI0-
Heccsl 10 Hee MSATKUIA MYKCKOM ToJioc, 3actaBuBIIMKA KT Hacto-
pPOXUThCA. JleByIiKa mombiTasiach 0OEpPHYTHCS, kKejasi pasriis-
JIeTh TOBOPUBIIIETO, ¥ MIOYYBCTBOBAJIA CUJIbHEHININE Pe3H, MPOH-
3afone cnuHy. Ho Bee ke yBHUIeTh yesoBeka oHa cMoria. bo-
POIAThIi JeTyIIKa CUIEN B YTy Ha COJIOME, U MyIIUCThIE, Ce/ible
OpOBU NPAKTUYECKU CKPHIBAJIM €r0 MaJIeHbKUE I71a3a.

— I'me 51?7 — Tuxo npomentana Katpun, 3ameTus, 4To Kaxaoe
CJIOBO JIA€TCSI C TPYAOM.

— B ckpoMHOM xuuIle JIeCHUKA, — OTBETHJI, MOJHSBIIINCH,
CTapUUOK U, TIOION/Is K TIeUH, IPUHSJICS TOMEIINBATh COIEPKU-
MO€ KOTeJIKa.

Henyika ObUT HEBEJHMK, HaBepHOe HUke KaTpuH Ha monTopsl
TOJIOBBI, M B CBOMX I'POMO3IKHUX JIOXMOTbBSIX BHITJISIIEI JOBOJIBHO
3a0aBHO. [IeByIIka OTMETHIIa, UYTO He OOUTCS HE3HAKOMIIA U CO-



BEPIIIEHHO HE YYBCTBYET UCXOJSINEN OT Hero onacHoctu. Bos-
MO’HO, TOTOBHOCTb BCTPETUTHCS CO CMEPTHIO MPUIITYIINIA ee
WHCTUHKTBI CAMOCOXPaHEeHHUSI.

— Kak s okazanace 31ech? — mponposkaia JoO0NbITHUYATD
Kor.

— AHapICh HOYBIO OTOMIT TeOsI y BOJIKOB, HAMEPEBAsICh MOXO-
POHMTB T0-YeJIOBEYECKH, — He 000PAYMBAsICh, MOJIBUJI CTAPUK. —
A TbI OKa3aJ1aCh KUBEXOHBKOM.

— bnarogapio, — npousHecsia KaTpuH, He CKpbIBasi ropeyd B
rosnioce. — Ho, Gotoch, Barm crapaHusi HarrpacHbI.

— V3K He 3HaIO 51, 32 YTO TeOsI TaK, — MaXHYJ JIeAyIIIKa TOJIOBOI
Ha ee CIMHY, YCEBIIUCh Ha CTYJ, — HO BPSi/ JIM Thl 3aCITYXHUIa
MOWTU HA KOPM JIECHOMY 3BEphIO.

— 3acmyKuia He 3aciTyKiia, KOMY Kakasl pa3HUlIa! — OIyCTUB
roJIOBy Ha pyKH, oTBeTwIa K9TpuH. — A HaliAyT — JKU3HU Bce
PaBHO He JayT.

— Hy Tbl, JOYKa, NOroau, He rOHM JIOMIAJEH, MOMpPABIISICS, a
TaM BUJIHO OyJeT.

— He xouy s, neaymika, 94ro0bl ¥ Bac U3-3a MEHs OKapasu, —
’kanocmBo npoienTana KT, pacrporaHHast 10 r1yOUHBI Ty
€ro 100pOTON.

— He cokpyiuanicst moHanpacHy, HUKTO HE 3HAeT, e MOsl XU-
*uHa. Konu TonpKo 3BepH, a OHU-TO TPOITY HE YKaXKYT, — OTMaX-
HYJICS CTapuK, 1 K9TpuH nokaszanock, OyATo Moj I'yCThIMU yCaMu
ero ry0 mpoMesbKHYJIa YJIbIOKa.

— Crniacu60, TOOpBIiA BBI YETOBEK, — MOOIarogapuia AeByIKa,



CMaxHYB PECHHUIIAMH CJIE3bl, 3ACTUJIAIONINE TJIa3a.
— HoOpbiii TO JOOPHINA, TOIBKO T0OOPO HE LIEHWTCS B HApoOJe,
BOT U KUBY B Jiecy. Jlake TUKUe )KUBOTHBIE TOPOU JTyUIlIe JTIOICH.
Ha, B aTom KaTpuH He comHeBasach — 371a OT MpeACTaBUTeE-
Jiell 4eJI0BEUYeCKOro poja oHa Xj1eOHysa crnoiHa. MoxeT, 3a 3To
U CKAJIWICSL HAJl Hel, HaKoHell, [ ocrosp U mocja cnacutesisi B
JIMIIE TYIIeBHOTO JIECHUKA.

— HyxHo paHbl Ma3pio 00paboOTaTh, JOYKA, — MPOU3HEC JIe-
JyIIKa, B35IB B PYKU TJIMHSIHBIN TOpiIoK. — Keub OyzieT CHITBHO,
HO 3aTO KOXa OBICTPO 3apacTer.

— Cnacu60, — ToJIbKO M TipopoHmia KaTpuH, mogymag, 4rto
cTpaiiiHee 00JIM, KOTOPYIO OHA MepexkuIa, yke 1 ObITh HUUEro He
MOXET.

CTapuioK CKJIOHWJICS HaJl HeW W, OCTOPOXKHO PACKPBIB CITUHY
JIEBYIIIKY, TIPUHSLICS TOJCTHIM CJIOEM HAaHOCUTh Ma3b Ha PyOIIbl.
U tonbko ceituac Kot BcrioMHmIa o0 ToM, 4To Obljla COBEPIIEHHO
0OHaKeHHOU. 3aJMBIINCh CTHIUIMBOM KPACKOU, OHA YTKHY/IACh
JIMIIOM B COJIOMEHHBII MaTpac.

— He xopu cebs nomycry, a naropapu bora 3a To, 4to xuBa, —
CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIIAB €€ MBICIIU, TIPOU3HEC JIej1, TPOIOJIKAs TEeTlIbl-
MU TIAJTBIIAMH, eJie KacasiCh KOXH, IOKPBIBATH CIIMHY CHAJI0O0bEM.

KaTpun BexumunHyIa; 100pOTa CIIOBHO HEBUIUMBIMU JTyYaMU
UCXO/IWJIa OT ITOTO YeJOBeKa U MPOHUKAIA B IyIIy U CepaAlle,
oOBoJIakMBas ux TerioM. HaBepHoe, 3To TO, 4ero eii Tak JAaBHO
HE XBaTaJlo, — a2 IMEHHO TOKOsI U yMUPOTBOpeHusi. U He BakHO,
YTO CIIMHA MbLIAET OTHEM, [NIABHOE, HA yIIIE CENYacC CIIOKOUHO.



A Bce, uTO OyIeT Brepeu, Ternepb He KaKeTCsl TAKUM CMePTelTb-
HBIM.

Muinienib BO3BpATWIICS B 3aMOK K TOJYHOYH. B TOT MOMEHT,
Korja 0e33Be3/iHasi HOUb OKYyTajla MPOCTOPHI, & JyHA CKPbLIACh
3a TEMHbIE TY4YH, CJIOBHO HAMEPEHHO He MO3BOJISIsSl UM TPOIOI-
KUTb IOMCKY. Hu Tesia, HM OCTaHKOB, HU CJIE/IOB — OHU He HAIILTH
Hu4ero. Byaro Obl AeBUOHKA Mcnapuiach OeccieaHo. Mykuku
IIENTAJIUCh, OCEHss ce0sl KpecTaMu, Mo, BeJbMa, 3a0pasa Iy
MOJIOZIOTO TOCTIOIMHA U pacTBOpHJIAach B HOuM. ['pad He Bepwi
B 9TH OAliKU U JIIOJSIM [IPUTPO3KII, UTO BBIPEKET SI3BIKH 32 OOro-
xysbcTBO. Ho Hapon ecth Hapos — eMy rie Obl He YBUIETh pe/-
3HAMEHOBaHME HEYHCTOro. Muiie b Besies1 MPOJOJIKUTh TOUCKH,
KakK TOJIbKO MEePBbIE JIyIH COJTHIIA TIOKAXKYTCsI M3-32a ropu3oHTa. 1
caM JIMYHO COOMpasICsl CHOBA NIPUCOEIUHUTHCS JIIOMISAM, TaK Kak
HE MOT YCITIOKOUThCS, TOKA HE OTHIIIETCS TEJO.
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Muiniens ycTano CrpbIrHy.I ¢ KOHS, TIOUCKH 3aTsSHYJIMCh Ha Ye-
THIpE JIOJITUX JHSI, ¥ BCE ellle He ObUIO HUKAKuX cieqoB. [ pad
NPUBJIEK KPECThSIH C COCEIHUX JePEBEHb, KOTOPBIE MpOYecasu
3HAYMTENBHYIO YacThb Jieca U Toxke Oe3pesysbrarHo. [loroga ms-
PSIHO yCIOXHsUIa padoTy mmozieir. Mopo3 ¢ KaabiM HEM Kperl-
YaJj, a ¢ HeOa Mo yTpam chllaja JeAssHas u3Moposb. Hapon Obit
U3MyuYeH U NPUIYMbIBAT OalKU OJlHa CTpaliHee Apyroi. Mu-
Ieab U caM HeJoyMeBasl, Kyda MOIJIa MCIApUThCs eBYOHKA?
OtcyTCTBHE CJIe/I0B HABOAWIIO HAa MBICIIb, YTO € KTO-TO IOMOT,
HO KTO 3TO MOT OBbITb, JIJIsl HETO OCTABAJIOCh 3arajikon. MuIneb



MO/IO3pEBaI, UTO JEBYIIKA KMBA, a 3HAUYUT, OH MPOCTO 00s3aH
HAWTHU ee, HECMOTPS HUA Ha 4TO. TalHa ero ceMbM He JOJIKHA IT0-
KUHYTb CTeHBI 3aMKa.

C 06abymmkoii rpad Tak ¥ He 0OMOJIBUJICS HM coBOM. [la u
korga? OH BO3Bpalllajcs 3aTEMHO, a YXOAWJI Ha paccBeTe. 3aMe-
YaJi JIUIIb, YTO Ta, CJIOBHO TeHb, OPOIUT MO TEMHBIM KOPHIOPAM.
I'pacpuns Bcerga 6ororsopwmiia ['abpuains, 1axe uMs eMy jaja B
4yecTb MOKOWHOM 1ouepu. M 3ta nmotepst Obuia CIUIIKOM BeJIMKa
IUIsI €e U3MYYeHHOro cepara. Muiiiesib HOHUMaJl, KAKOBO CTapOi
JKEHIIMHE, HO TIOC/Ie TOTrO KaK y3HaJl TailHy, KOTOPYIO OHa CKPbI-
Bajia CTOJIbKO JIET, HE MOT UCTIBITHIBATH K HEW MPEkKHEro CouyB-
crBusi. Bo3MOXHO Takum 00pa3zoM, KO BceMy MpovyeMy, Ha Hero
JeVCTBOBAJIO MICYE3HOBEHUE CITYKAHKHU, N3-32 YEro ero MoCTOsH-
HO oOypeBajia spoCTb.

— Ecii KTO-TO M3 Bac 1ocmest YKpbIBaTh YOUIILY BaIliero roc-
NO/IMHA, — MOJIBUJ Tpad, coOpaB Jofei Ha TUIOHIAIu B A€PeB-
He, — 51 JIMYHO B3IEPHY TOTO Ha BUCEJIMIIE ¥ CEMBIO HE TIOMIaxy !
OOBbICKaTh KaxIbIl oM, Kaxeiii yroi! Eciu noHanoourcs, s
BBIKTY BCE 3/IECh K UepTsM!

Muinienb OTIIpaBUJI FOHIIOB 1O IepeBHSAM rpad)cTBa, MOBEJIEB
0OBICKATh KaXIyI0 N30y M XJIeB, U CTPOTO HaKa3aj He OCTaHaB-
JIMBAThCS, TTIOKA JIEBYOHKA He Haiinercs. Cam oH Toxke Oe3 ycra-
JIM CKaKaJl TIo BJIaJIeHUsIM, He THYIIasiCh BbIBEbIBATh MH(OPMa-
uuio y skurteneil. [lo3nHo Beyepom rpad HampaBMIl KOHS K Jie-
Cy, a ycTajoe JKMBOTHOE HeIOBOJIBbHO (pbipkao. OqHaKo BCe ke
MY>KUMHA PEIIN BO3BPATUTHCS B 3aMOK IO JIECHOM TPOIie, XOTh



Y HaXOAWJICS TOBOJIBHO JAJIEKO OT JIOMA.

C ToM CTOpPOHBI, OTKYIa BbeXaJ Ipad, Jiec HallOMUHAJ HEMTPO-
XOOUMYyIO yaiy. M emy NpUxoauyioch pacyuilarh MyTh MEYOM,
100 KOHb YIPSIMUIICS, HE XKeslast UATH Jaibiie. BeTku 3aaeBanu
TIOTHYIO MOP/1Y, U JKUBOTHOE U3/IaBAJIO CTPAIaIbuecKoe pKaHue.
CrpeirHyB ¢ Jomaay, Mulnens B35 ee oA Y3/Lbl U NOBe 32
cOOOM, MBITasICh TPOOUTH TPOMy. BOKpyr 1apwit noixympak, u3-3a
T'YCTHIX MaKyIlIeK COCeH MPAKTUYeCKU He MPOOUBAJICS CBET B30-
ITIe/TITIeH JTyHBI.

I'pa¢ BBIpyrascs, Korja BeTKa KeCTKO XJIECTHYJIA €ro 1O JIu-
1y, OCTaBUB Ha Koxe cagHsnmi cien. OH, He nepecraBasi, pas-
MaxuBaJl Me4oM, oumiiias cede npoxof. [Isurascs Murnens cko-
pee Ha OIIyIIb, TOTEPsIB BCSIKME OpUEeHTUpbl. MyXunHa Mo03pe-
BaJI, YTO 3aTePsUICS B TEMHOM JieCy, ¥ MBICJICHHO OpaHui ceOst
3a TO, YTO BbIOpas MMEHHO 3Ty jaopory. Kazasnock, oH Opoaut
10 rymie 6ecCKOHe4HO A0ir0. M, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TPU3HAJICS Cca-
MoMmy cebe, uto 3a0mynuics. EMy HeoOXonquMo ObLTO OTHICKATh
OPHEHTHUD, HO JIeC CIOBHO OBl €Ille CHIIbHEE CMBIKJICS HAJl €ro
rosioBoid. KoHb y:ke BOBCIO POSIBJISIT CBOE HEYIOBOJIBLCTBUE, MO-
Tasi TOJIOBOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, MBITASICh BHIPBATH MOBO/IbSI
U3 pyK Muiiesisi, HO TOT C)KMMaJl UX CTaJIbHOM XBATKOM.

OCTaHOBMBIIHUCH, Ipad MPUHSIICS OOpEeUYEeHHO O3UPATHCS IO
CTOPOHaM, TBITasICh BHICMOTPETh CPeU MyIIUCTHIX BETOK XOTS
Obl poOsieck JyHbl. M yBUIEN JMIIL TYCKJIOE MEplIaHUe CBETa,
KOTOPBIN MCXOAUJI OTHIONb HE ¢ HeOec. JlepHyB KOHS, MYXKUH-
Ha HarlpaBUJICS B Ty CTOPOHY, OTCTPaHsIsl pyKOW BETBU C MYyTH.



W yxe Bckope OH BBHIOpAJICSl HA MAJICHBKYIO TOJISIHY, B IIEHTpe
KOTOpOW CTOsiJIa BeTXasl XWKuHA. KUJHINE MIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM
OKPYKaJIl COCHBI, CMBIKasI MaKyIIKH y HeOa. [1o apiMy, Kirybamu
CTpyMBILIEMYCS] U3 TPYOBl U pacTBOPSIBIIEMYCSI Y BEPXYILEK Jie-
peBbeB, Muliiesnb MoHsu1, YTo M30yIiKa kuias. VI BHyTpu 3apo-
JIVJTUCH TIONO3PEHM ST, KOTO UMEHHO OH MOKET TaM OOHAPYXKHUTh.

KSTpuH TOJNBKO-TONBKO Hayasia mpuxoauTh B ceds. [ocnen-
HHE JIHM OHa Haxoquiach B OecriaMsATCTBe, ofoJieBaeMasi CUJTb-
HBIM kapoMm. Ho cHanoObs JlecHUKA caeany CBoe JeJo U Mpo-
rHam XBopb. CeromHs IeByIKa MOYyBCTBOBAIA ce0s HEMHOTO
JIydIIie, HO BCe ellle He MOrJIa MOAHSATHCS ¢ nmoctenn. CrivHa yxe
MeHblIIIe OeCcrOKOMIa, TaK Kak Ma3b CTapUKa OKa3aaach YyJoen-
cTBeHHOU. U yeMm waiie TOT ee HAaHOCWUJI, TEM MEHbIIIe ropena
Koka. [lenymika npopouns ckopoe BbI3AOPOBIIEHHE, TPO0IIKAs
3acTaBiATh K3TpUH NWUTH TpaBsSHBIE HACTOWKH, OT KOTOPBIX ee
KEJTyIOK HaUMHAJI ITPOTEeCTOBATh, & HO3/IPH C:KUMAJIO U IIUTIAJIO.
W kak Obl cHa0ObsI HA OBUTA OTBPATHUTENIbHBI, OHU BCE K€ TIPH-
JABAJIN CUIL.

VTupast 1aJOHbIO KAy MoTa co J10a, IeBYIIKa Jiexaa Ha 00-
Ky U YMHUPOTBOPEHHO IJIsiiela B OTOHb, HA KOTOPOM BapuJiach
noxjieOka. OHa He 3Haja, U3 Yero CTapruuoOK TOTOBUII €11y, KOTO-
PHIi IPAKTUYECKH HE MOKUJIAT CBOETO YOEKUINA, HO BBIXOVIIO
JOBOJIbHO BKYCHO. KaT uyBcTBOBasia ceGs1 GECIOMOIIHOM, HE B
COCTOSTHMU TTOMOYb CIACHUTEIIO MO XO3SUCTBY. XOTs TOT BCsYe-
CKM OTBEpraj ee MnpejioKeHus, Bce ke el ObUIO HEeJIOBKO, Be/Ib
OH CTOJIbKO 151 Hee caesall.



PaznuBas noxjeOKy 1o DIMHSHBIM YalllkaMm, JeyIlIKa CHOBa
pacckaseiBast Kat ouepennyio HeoObuHYyI0 uctoputo. Kazanock,
y Hero ux ObLT HECKOHUYaeMBbIi 3anac. Jlaxe Koraa JIeByIKa Ha-
XOMJIaCh B Opejty, CIIbIIaIa ero MOJHUMAIONIHE AyX PAaCcCKa3bl.
OHa npekpacHoO MOHUMAaJIa, T0YeMY 3TOT YeJIOBEeK YeTuHUIICS B
Jecy, 10O 3a CBOIO JIONTYIO KU3Hb OH XJIEOHYJ Topsi Kyaa Oob-
1Ie, YeM JIOBEJIoCh eil. M moToMy yske He BUAET HUYero Xopoliie-
ro B JIONSX, OJHAKO W 371a UM He *kenasl. OHa OBl C PajoCThio
pasnesuia ero cyab0y U OCTaach B STOM YKPOMHOM MecTe, TI0-
JaJIbIlIe OT YeTOBEYECKOM KECTOKOCTH, JIa TOJIBKO OTUYErO-TO e
9TO Ka3aJI0OCh HEBO3MOKHBIM. MOJKET, IIOTOMY UTO 4yBCTBOBAJIA,
9TO €€ WIIIYT. ..

Yerpousnmch noynoOHee Ha Ooky, Katpun ¢ OGnaromapHo-
CTBIO TIPUHSLIA U3 PYK CTAPUYKA YAIKy C CyrioM. BIoXHYB mipsi-
HBIIA apOMAT, OHA MMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO TEJIO CJIOBHO HAIOJTHSIETCS
*ku3Hbl0. Ho Tonbko Kot monnecna yarry k ryb6am, Kak JIBepb B
130y CO CKPHUITIOM OTBOPWJIaCh. BCKPUKHYB, JIEBYIIIKA BHIPOHIJIA
NIOCY/y U3 PYK, B y)Kace YCTaBMBIIUCH HA MUIIIeisl, 3aCThIBIIIETO
B JIBEPHOM IIpOEME. ...
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Barsan Mutiiesnst mosbsixail ipocTbio, KOTOPOR OH OBLI TOTOB
ucrienieuTh 6ersTHKy. CoOpaB BCIO BOJTIO B KYJIAK, MYXKUYHHA T10-
JIaBUJT HEUCTOBBIN MOPHIB IPUAYIIUTh JEBUOHKY Ha Mecte. OHa
BKaJlach B TIOCTEJTb, IJISI/ISI HA HETO PACIIMPEHHBIMH OT yXkKaca
ra3amu, a ee nooesnepiue ryosl qpoxand. Ho ero HUCKOJIBKO
3T0 He Tporajo. Tonabko ObUTO rpad XOTeNn MOAHATH ee, KaK 3a-



METWJI B yIJIy CTapUKa, CXBAaTUBLIETOCS 34 JIEPEBSIHHBIN MOCOX.
«3Ha4MT, BOT KTO TOT HEU3BECTHBIM CHACUTEND CITyKAHKW», —
MEJIbKHYJIO B rojioBe y Muinens.

Katpun ucnyranach, yBuieB, Kyja HarpaBuj CBoi B3op Mu-
miesib. OH C IEPEKOIIEHHBIM OT THEBA JIMIIOM CMOTPEJ Ha JIECHU-
Ka. B rpynu 3aponunace TpeBora, u IEBYIIKa, MPEOJOIEB CBOU
CTpax, MPUIOJHSIACH, IPOMOJIBUB HECMEIO:

— I'aii HM B YeM He BMHOBAT, g cama cOexalia.

— Momuum, 1uTs, — cMeJio POU3HeC CTapuk. — He neBryibe 310
JIEJIO — MYKYMH 3alIUIIATb.

Muiiiesib, ¢ TOOOIBITCTBOM HAOMIOAABIINIA 32 pa3BepHYBIIICH-
Cs1 KapTUHOW, HAKOHEII-TaK! PEIIi BOUTH B N30y, U MOKOCHB-
11asiCs1 IBEPb 32 HUM CO CKPUIIOM 3aXJIOMHYJACh.

— Mowu monu cOMIUCH C HOT, Pa3bICKMBasi TeOsl YETBEPTHIN
JEeHb noApsAn! — npopelyail rpad, IpOMrHOPUPOBAB CJIOBA CTap-
1a.

— $SIBHO He 117151 TOro, YTOOBI COOOIIUTH MHE O IIOMHJIOBAHUH, —
B3JIEpPHYB CJIerKa Mog0opoioK, mpopoHmwia Katpun. OTkyna-To
y Hee MOSIBUJIMCh CUJIbI IyXa MTPOTUBOCTOATDH TIOPEMILIMKY. Bo3-
MOJHO, TaK CHJILHO €€ 3aJieJio peHeOpeskeHre rpada mo oTHO-
IIEHUIO K JIOOPOYIIIHOMY JIECHUKY.

— Heyxenu nocne modera Thl 0Xujasa erie Kakoro-To MOMH-
JIoBaHM 1 ? — XOJIOAHO YCMEXHYJICS Multiesnib, poxkuras ee B3IJisi-
JIOM.

— Oxupana? — upoHnyHo npousHecaa Kar. — I'poMko cka-
3aHO. Bcero ymimb mosnuiace 0 cnpaBeyimBoctd. Ho aia Hac,



CMEpPTHBIX, 3TO, BUAMMO, CIIUIIIKOM BEJMKAask MUJIOCTb.

— K tBOEMY MprCcKOpOMIO, MUJIOCEpANE HE SIBISETCS YepTON
MOEro xapakTepa, — Opocui rpad pesko. — Thl cama mouentb
nm Tebs1 cutor 3abpath orcrona?

— He mymry! — BOCKJIMKHYJT JIECHUK, BBICTAaBUB Tiepe]] coOOon
KPHBOH CyK, Kak Obl 0OOpOHsSICh. — MoXkeTe OTcedb TOJNOBY
CBOEMY BEpHOMY CJIyre, KOTOPBII 3HaJl BaC KOrJa-To J0OpbIM U
ClpaBeAIMBbIM MasibuMKoM. Ho /1IeBOUKy He IyIly; OHa TOJb-
KO CEerofiHs MepecTynuia rpaHb MeXIy KU3HbIO U cMepThio. He
st Toro ['ocnons apoBast el ciaceHue, 9ToObl CHOBa OpocaTh
B TIEKJIO.

Mutiiesb 3a1yMasicsi, BCHOMUHAS TOIO BOMHCTBEHHO HACTPO-
eHHoro crapuka. I'ycras cemast 6opona u 1oOpble cepble Iiiasa.
Takue r1a3a oH BUJIEJ JIMIIb Y OJIHOTO Y€JIOBeKa B IETCTBE. ..

— Crapocra I'occran? Bel m1? CKOJIBKO JIET TPOIILIO, & MbI BCE
rajlaiy, KyAa Bbl HCUE3/IU 1OCJIe TOro MoXkapa, — He Bepsl CBO-
UM IJ1a3aM, mpor3Hec Mutnestb. OH MOMHWMIT CUJIBHOTO MYKYMHY,
KOTOPBIY YMEJIO YIPABJIAI AEPEBHEN, HAXOAUBIIEUCS HETOnae-
Ky OT 3aMKa. B sercTBe rpad yacto urpan tam ¢ OpaTom 1 Boc-
XHUIIAJICA 100pOTOH TOro yesyoBeka. I'ail ncues rnoce CMIILHOTO
noxapa. Torga BeIropes cKjiag co BCeM COOpPaHHBIM YPOKaeM,
a KpecTbsiHe, UIlla BUHOBHOTO, CBAIMJIM Bce Ha Hero. U tenepb
cyapOa BHOBb CBEJIA €0 CO CTAPOCTOM, TOJIBKO IMTOYEMY-TO CTOJTh
CTpPaHHBIM 00pa3oM.

— MHoOro BOJIBI YTEKJIO, ¥ Bbl, MAJIBUMK MOM, 51 BUKY, IIOB3POC-
JIeJIU, — OTBETUJI CTApUK, BEPHYB MOCOX Ha MpPEkKHEE MECTO. —



Tak ckaxuTe MHe, 32 KaKylo IPOBUHHOCTb 3TO JIUTS 3aCTYKUJIO0
cmeptu?

— Cmepru, crapuk? Otyero xe. Ee y4yacTs ele He npespelie-
Ha, — OTBeTWJ1 MuIlenb, CHOBa YCTPEMUB B30P K JAEBYIIKE, KO-
TOpasi APOKalMMU PyKaMu NpUKUMasia K TPyIu OAEsIO.

— Toraa nosBosibTe MHE M3NeUnTh K9TPUH M npuxoaute, Kak
OIPEJIEIUTECH C €€ UCXOJOM, — IIOITPOCKII JIECHUK, BHUMATEJIbHO
BIVISIbIBASICH B MIOTEMHEBLIME I71a3a rpada, CJIOBHO MbITAsCh B
HUX YTO-TO Pa3[JIsIETh.

— He mory, He Xxouercs 3aHOBO IPOYECHIBATH BECh JIEC B €€
MOMCKaX, — Pe3KO OTKa3zaj Mullenb, HamepeBasich 3a0paTh JeB-
YOHKY.

— JIeBouKy HOTM He Jiepkar, pa3Be cCMOkeT oHa yoexats? [la
Y OZIETBCS €U HE BO YTO, — MPOAOJIKAJ HACTAUBATD CTAPHUK.

— Huuero, B ofesio 3aBepHeTCs, OTCIO/1A /10 3aMKa HE TaK J1a-
JIEKO.

— A mpuaercsi — U roJioi moTamuTe, TOJIbKO Obl CHOBA 3are-
PEThb B CHIPOM IoABaJIE, — OTpe3ana KaTpuH, moHnmast, 4to B3bl-
BaTh K €r0 COBECTH OeCII0Ie3HO.

— He comueBaiicsi, moraity, — Opocuj, OCKaIUBIIMCh, Mu-
mesb. — [loqgaumaiics!

— Bce xopoio, — npomenTaia Kat, KOCHyBIIMCh PyKH Jiec-
Hrka. OHa He XOoTesa, YToObl YeJIOBEK M3-3a Hee romnai B Oefy,
MO3TOMY pellnia NOUTH ¢ rpadpoM 100POBOIBHO.

Katpun, apoxa, monbitanack MOTHATHCS, HO CIa0OCTh B Te-
Jie CJIOBHO BXKMMaJla €€ B MOCTeNb. PE3K0 JepHYBIIUCH, JEBYIII-



Ka BCKPUKHYJIa, IOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK CHOBA 3alunana cnuHa. Ot
OCTpO#i 0OJIM TIOTEMHEJIO B IJ1a3aX, M OHKM HATIOJIHIIIUCH BJIArOu.
OHa onsATh MONbITaJIaCh BCTaTh, HO CHJI XBaTWJIO JIMIIb HA TO,
YTOOBI CECTb, OTNIEPEBIIUCH O CTEHY.

— Xopoiio, — BegaBui Muinenb cKBo3b 3yObl. — Jleuute, HO
MPEXKJE S XOUY ITOTOBOPUTH C HEW HAC/IMHE.

Katpun onycTtuia rojsoBy, He *kejasi MoKa3biBaTh rpady Mo-
siBUBIIIMECs clie3bl. OHa 3Hasa, YTO OH NepeyMa He u3-3a 100-
POTHI IyILIEBHOM, a BCET'O JIMIIIb OT HEKeJIaHWsI TalllUTh €€ Ha ce-
oe.

— A Teniepb nociyIai MeHs BHUMAaTeJIbHO ! — rpy0o mprKazan
MyxkuunHa. — Eciu TospKo mocMmeeliis cAenarh mar U3 XWKUHBI, 5
He TMOIAKy cTapuka. Tak 4To ydTH, ero cMepTh OyJeT Ha TBOen
cosecTH!

— 4 B 3TOM HEe COMHEBaIOCh, — MpoinenTaia Kat, Bce ke noa-
HsIB TOJIOBY. — Jlaske 3Bepb MbITaeTcs U30ekaTh CMEPTH, BUAUMO,
JIMIITL Y MEHS HEeT BhIOOpa.

— Ommbaerbesi! — orpe3an Muiniens. — TBOSI KW3Hb 3aBUCHT
b OT TeOs. Byap OnmaropasymHa W JiepXu sI3bIK 3a 3yOamu,
TOr/1a MHE He MpUeTcs Te0si ero JUIIATh.

— A jaspliie 4to? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, YCTaB OT HEU3BECTHO-
cTi. — Bce paBHO BepHETE B 3aMOK, a TaM MHE YK TOYHO HE U3-
Oesxarb orudenu!

— A o6aymaro 310, — 6pocui rpacd, OTBEPHYBIIUCH K BHIXOMY. —
Ho u TBI He 3a0BIBali MOUX CJIOB, MHA4YE TEOSA HUUYTO HE criacer!
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['pad BO3Bparuics cnycrsl yerbipe AHs, U K9TpuH uyBCTBO-
Basia ce0s yxe ropasno ayurie. OH BoIIe B XWKUHY, KOT/Ia Jiec-
HUK OTCYTCTBOBAJI, U, IIIBLIPHYB PSIIOM C IEBYIIKON MEIIOK, CKO-
MaH/10BaJI:

— Opnesaiics!

Kak TonBbKO ABEph 32 HUM 3aTBOpWIIACh, K3T BeIOTpOIIMIA
COZIEpKUMOE MellKa U OOHapyKuia TaM OJEkKay: TeIioe, Iep-
CTSIHOE IUIaThe M UYJIKH, a TaKke T'POMO3JKHUE YEpHbIE CAIlOI!,
NpUHAJIeKABIIME IBHO My:xuMHe. He criemna, Katpun onenace
¥ OLIEHWJIA CBOI HEJIMLIENPUATHBIN BUJL: CEPOE IJIaThe OKa3aJI0Ch
CIIMIIIKOM KOPOTKO, a Cariord, HaoOOpOT, BEJMKU U HEyIO0OHO
6onTanuch Ha Horax. HakvHyB Ha Tuieur TerUIblid IJ1alll, OTOpPO-
YEHHBI MEXOM, JIEBYIIIKA HAITPABUJIACH K BBIXOAY, TOAYMaB, YTO
JOJITO TIPOXOANTH HE CMOXKET B CTOJIb HEYJ0OHO!M 00yBU. Y /1Be-
pY OHA 3aCThUIa U 00BeJIa KOMHATY TOCKJIMBBIM B3IJISIIOM, O€3-
MOJIBHO TIPOIIASCh. 3/1€Ch €ii ObLIO YIOTHO U CIIOKOWHO, a Ternepb
BIIEPEU OMSTH KJaJIa HEU3BECTHOCTD.

Bo nBope Kot oOHapyxuiaa Murnens, Gecemyomiero co cra-
PUYKOM, M JIBYX 3allpsDKEHHBIX Jlolanei. Bugare, noesaka cy-
JIUT OBITH IOJITOM.

— I'otoBa? — crOKOMHO cripocuil rpad, CMEpUB €€ XMYpPbIM
B3[JISIIOM.

— Bbl BepHeTe MeHs B 3aMOK? — BMECTO OTBETa INOMHTEPECO-
BaJIach OHa.

— Pa3 roroBa, ormpasisiemcsi, — OpOCHIT OH, MAaXHYB TOJIOBO
JIECHUKY B 3HAK IPOUIAHUSI.



KaTpuH B3risiHy/Ia Ha CTapvKa U MOYYBCTBOBAIA, KaK OOJb-
HO 3amemMwio B rpyau. [lpunuio Bpems paccraBaTbCsi, U Bpsil
7 cybOa cBesIeT ux cHopa. [leByIiika MeyieHHO MOJIoNIa K Ae-
JYIIKE ¥, CKJIOHUBIIINCH, 3aKJIIOUMJIA €r0 B KPEnKue OOBATHSA,
MPOIIENTAaB:

— Crmacu060 BaMm 3a Bce.

— Xpanu Te6s ['ocronp, A0YKa, — pacCTPOEHHO OTBETHJI TOT.

Pacnipomasiuch co cnacuteneM, K9t HanpaBuiiach K Jomia-
JI1, KOTOpasi Ka3zajach JJisi Hee CJMIIKOM BBICOKOM. [leBylilka
HE ycreJsla IPU3HaThCs rpady, YTO COBEPIIEHHO HE 3HAET, KaK
YIIPABJIATHCA C )KUBOTHBIM. Y TIPUCIYTU HET BO3MOKHOCTH 00Y-
YUTHCSI BEPXOBOU €376 — 9TO, KaK rOBOPUTCS, HU K yemy. Ho,
BUIUMO, MuUIIIesb M caM 3aMETUJT €€ PACTePSIHHOCTb, TOBOJIBHO
CIIPOCUB:

— YrpaBasAThCs ¢ KOOBIJION ThI, TIOXOXE, HE YMeelllb?

— He ymero, — yectHo otBetwiia Kat, u mon nmpucraibHbIM
B3IJISIIOM €€ IIEeKHU 3aITbUIaIq.

CrpeIrHYB CO CBOETO KOHSI, MY)KUMHA HAITPaBUJICS K JIEBYIIKE
Y B OJIMH MUT TIOMOT €l B300paThcs Ha Jioagb. OKa3aBIIuCh B
cemiie, Kot BorpocutebHO yCTaBWIach Ha rpadpa, He oHumasl,
YTO JIeJIaTh JAJIbIIIE.

— JlepKuch Kpenko M MOCTapancsl HE CBAJMUTHCS, — MOBEJIET
OH, BHOBb 3alIPhITHYB Ha CBOETO kepeodiia.

Eil u BripsiMb HUYETO AejaTh HE MPUIILIOCh, TAK KaK €€ KO-
OblJIa CIIOKOMHO TOCaeA0BaIa 3a KoHeM Muitensa. OKa3aBIINCh
y OKpawHbl NOJsiHbL, KaTpuH 0OepHynach ¥ B MOCHCIHHUN pa3



B3IJISIHYJIA HA JIECHUKA, MaxXHYB eMy pyKo#. [lymry pasaupanu
TpeBOra M Mevalib, U OHA MPUKPBUIA IJ1a3a, MHITAsSCh CKPHITh Ha-
Oexasiue ciesbl. ['padp HamepeHHO He OTBETHII, Ky/a ee Be3eT,
¥ Terepb el 0CTaBaJIOCh JIMIIb IaiaTh, OTTOHsISI OT cedsl CTpalll-
HbIE MBICTH.

['me-To yepe3 yac myTHUKYM BHIOpasmch U3 Jieca. [loneBas Tpo-
a MPUBETCTBOBAJIA UX MOPHIBOM JIEASHOTO BeTpa. KaTpuH che-
JKUJIACh, TIBITASsICh Pa3MSITh 3aTEKIee TeJI0, KOTOpoe Oe3 PHUBbIY-
KU CUJIETh B CEJIJIe OT3bIBAIIOCH JIOMOTOM B KOCTSIX.

OxkazaBmch Ha pOBHOH Aopore, Muienb yCKOpUI KOHS, U
KOOBLTa IEBYIIKH IMOCTYIITHO MOTPyCcHJIa 3a HUM. KT yxBartuach
HaJbIIaMM 32 CE/IO0, MBITASICh CHIETh POBHO, HO 3TO HE CHJIBHO
TIOMOIJIO, ¥ OHA MIPOJIOJIKANIA PACKAYMBATHCS B TAKT XOJ1a JIOIIA-
TN

BeuepHee He0O0 3aTSHY/U TSOKETIbIE TYYH, ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHO
BOT-BOT pa3Bep3HeTcs AoxkaeM. Ho nepBbie Karm ynaau Ha Jiv-
1o Karpun mmie ¢ HactyruieHueMm cymepek. IIpomepsiasn o
KOpHEH BOJIOC, OHAa TUIOTHEEe 3aKyTajlach B IUiam. Muiens 3a
BpeMsI TIOE3/IKHM He TPOPOHIIT HU CJIOBA, JJake HU pasy He o0ep-
HyJIcsA K AeByIike. CIIOBHO OH MPEKPACcHO 3HaJ, YTO Ta, He OTCTa-
Bas, cireyet 3a HuM. KoHeuHo, Tak OHO U ObUIO, 4y Th OTCTaBIIIH,
ee JIOIIa/Ib TOPOIUIMBO JOTOHsiIa rpacda, 6ynro Osl 6osiiack Mo-
TEepsITh U3 BUJLY.

Korna Houb OKyTasa 3eMJTio YepHBIM KOBpOM, KaTpuH novys-
CTBOBAJIa, YTO BBIOMJIAch U3 cuil. Kaxkast yacth ee Tesa KyTKO
HbBLIA, ¥, BBIMOKIIIASI IO/ MEJIKUM JIOKEM, OHA, He TiepecTaBas,



apoxana. 3yObl IEBYIIKH HENIPEPHIBHO CTYYasd, a 3ajie/IeHeB-
e PYKU yke He MOIIH Jepxkarbcs 3a ceio. U Kot noHsina,
4TO B JIIOOYIO CEKYH/Iy MOXET CBAIUTBLCSI HA 3EMITIO.

Muinens BIISIABIBAICSA B Aajb, MBITAsCh, PACCMOTPETh pa3-
OpIO3IIIYI0 IOPOTY, a O3/ JI0 HErO JOHOCHJIMCH LIOKaHbe KO-
IBIT ¥ CTYK 3yOOB. HaTsiHyB MOBO/IbS, MyXKUMHA 3aMEJTHII CBO-
ero xepedna u odepHyscs. [leBUOHKA, MOMIATHIBASACH, JPOKA-
Ja B celjie, M Ka3aJloch, YTO BOT-BOT ymaneT. HeynuBurenbHo,
Be/b JIa)e ONBITHOMY HA€3/IHUKY CJIOKHO HAXOAUTHCS UTUTEIb-
HOE BpeMsl BEpXOM, JIa ellie ¥ B TAKyIO MO0y, a YTO YK TOBO-
PUTB O HEM. ..

— Tpppp, — IMKHYJ OH HA KOHS, TpUOCTaHaBMBasi. JKUBOT-
HOE TTOCITYIITHO 3aMepJI0, MOJIOTSI IEPETHUMH KOMBITAMH TIO BSI3-
Koui 3emJie. Kepebel] BBIOXCS U TOXE HYKIAICS B OTABIXE, HO
710 TIOCTOSIIONO JIBOPA OCTABAJIOCH €I1le HECKOJIBKO YaCcOB My TH.

Korna ko6bl1a cirykaHku MopaBHsiiach ¢ MuitienieM, OH JINIIb
Yy/IOM TIOMMaJT COCKOJI3HYBIIIee BHU3 TEJIO AEBUYOHKHU. PHIBKOM
rpad mepecagui ee K cede, yCabIaB, Kak Ta ’KaloOHO 3aCTO-
Hasna. «Tompko ObI He pa30osenach CHOBa», — MOLYMal XMypO
MY’KUMHa, KOO y HEero COBEpIIeHHO He ObUIO BPEMEHH U XKesa-
HHSI BO3UTHCS C HEW. YCa/IuB IPOKAIIYIO IEBYIIKY B CEIIO TIEpest
coOoi, Muiniesib yKyTas ee COOCTBEHHBIM ILIAIIOM, TIBITAsICh CO-
rpeTh, U MOKpasi MaKyIlKa 00ECCUJICHHO PyXHYJa eMy Ha rpy/b.

KaTpun nouru umanack 4yBCTB, Korjaa rpad nepeTamu ee
Ha CBOIO Jiomaab. Ero maneipl 10 60MM cxkaiy 3ajie/IeHeBIIYI0
PYKY, ¥ IeBYIIIKa He CMOIJIa CAepkaTh cTOHa. OKa3aBIIIKCh B CEJI-



Jie nepell HUM, K3TpuH CriMHOM NMOYYyBCTBOBajla KPENKOE MYK-
CKOE€ TeJIO U XoTena ObUIO0 BO3pa3uTh, HO CHJI HA 3TO, YBbI, HE
OCTAJIOCh. A KOIZIa OHa OLIYTHJIA TEIUIbIA KOKOH M3 IUlalla rpa-
(ba, TO M BOBCE IMIINUIIACH YYBCTB, YPOHMB I'OJIOBY EMY Ha IPyab.
Co3HaHue BepHYJIOCh JOBOJIBHO OBICTPO JleByIlIKa OYHY/Iach OT-
TOTO, YTO €€ CTYIIHU rOpesy OrHeM. Bo Bpems 1015 B CIIAIIKOM
IIMPOKKE CaIory MOoIMajia BOAa, U3-3a HOYHOTO MOpPO3a IIPeBpa-
TUBLIAACA B HACT. [layiblibl HOr OHEMEIN, U Ka3aJI0Ch, IOTEPSIN
YyBCTBUTEJILHOCTD, JIMIIIb MSATKM U MKPBI €llle YyBCTBOBAIU 0O-
JIE3HEHHBIE PE3HU. ..

— Xusa? — cipocun Muniesnb, HaKJIOHUBLIIMCH K HEH.

— Kaxercs, s oOMopo3uiia HOru, — mpoulenTtania ciadbiM ro-
JIOCOM JIEBYIIIKA.

— JTOro eIle He XBaTaJlo, — BBIPYTaJICs MyKYAHA, OCTAHOBUB
JIOIIA/Ib.

OH TOPOIUIMBO CIPBITHYJI ¢ KOHA, U K3TpuH, TMIMBIIKCE €10
TEIUIOro Tena, OYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO CHOBA 3amep3aeT. I'pad xe
TEM BPEMEHEM, HE LEPEMOHSACH, CTALIWII C €€ HOT CAIlOTH U BbI-
JIWJI U3 HUX BOMY.

— HeynusutesnbHo, — npopoHW1 Muriess, — canory noJHsl BO-
Jbl, 1 ¥ YYyJIKH 110 KOJIEHO MOKpBIE.

He pa3mymbiBast, MyK4nHa CTSAHYJ ¢ Hee 4yiKu, 1 Kot B3apor-
HYJIa, IOYYBCTBOBAB €I'0 TEIUIbIE PYKU Ha CBOEW OOHAKEHHOH KO-
xke. [IpMoTKpBIB POT, OHA OPakEHHO CMOTPENA, Kak rpad npu-
HSJICS pacTUPaTh JaJOHSIMU €€ HOT'HU.

— 9710 JIMIHee, — npouenTana Katpun, nokpacHes.



— Jla? — BonpocuTebHO MOCMOTpeN Ha Hee Muiiens. — Xo-
Yelllb JJMIIUTbCS HOr? YUTo K, Ha BOMHE MHE MPUXOIUIIOCH TTPO-
BOJIUThH aMITyTalUIO.

[Momxas ryObl, JEBYIIIKA HUUETO HE OTBETUIIA, JIUIIIL C O0JIer-
YEeHHEM MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK OHEMEBIILIUE MaJiblibl BO3BPAIIAIOT-
cs1 K ku3HU. Korga ¢ pactupanueM ObUIO TIOKOHUYEHO, Tpad 3a-
BEpPHYJI €€ HOTU B IIEPCTSHbIE MOKPbIBAJIA, KOTOPbIE B3I C CO-
001 SIBHO He JJ151 9TOH 1IeJIM. YCTPOUBIIMCH CHOBA 32 CIIUHOM Jie-
BYIIKM, Muliiesib HeAOBOJIBHO TPOOYpUaT €il MOYTH B yXO:

— Hapneroch, TBI OOJIBIIE HE TOCTABUIIL MHE XJIOMOT?

— Cnacu60, — npomsiMiiia B oTBeT K9TpuH, crierka B3apor-
HYB.

16 rinaBa

K3TpuH COCKOIb3HYA C JIOIAIM U OLTYTHJIA, KAK OHEMEBIIIKE
HOTM 00fa1I0 OO0JIBI0 TPU COMPUKOCHOBEHUM C 3aJiefIeHEeBIIe
3emJield. BRIMOKIIYI0 MOUYBY OBICTPO OKyTasia Jie[siHask KpOMKa,
U Terepb Bce BOKPYr mepuaio. IIlyTHUKM OCTaHOBMIIUCH Y TO-
CTOSIJIOTO JIBOPA, KOTOPBIN TIOXOMJI HA 3a0pOIIeHHbIN. BoiseT-
11asi BbIBECKA HaJl BXOAOM pacKauMBajlach HAa BETpY, M3[aBas
YKACHBIM CKPUII, U TYCKJIbIA CBET UCXOIWJI JIUIIb U3 MAJIEHbKOTO
OKOHIIa. X0351€Ba, BUJUMO, COBCEM HE OXKHJIATH MMOCTOSUIBIIEB B
TaKyIo MOrofy, HOTOMY HE CHEIIWJIN HABCTpedy rocTsiM. Muiesb
caM HeTepreauBO MOCTyYal KyJaKkoM IO IBEpPH, U CITYCTs BpeMs
Ta CO CKPEKETOM ITPUOTKPbLIACH.

— MecTt HeT, — nocablancs KapKaloluid MyXCKOU rojioc, 1
HETOCTEITPUUMHBIA XO3(MH TMOCHEINII CHOBA 3aTBOPUTH JIBEPb.



Ho rpad He no3Bosni 1, NOACTaBUB HOTY, PACKPBLI €€ CUJIbHEE.

— A eciu 4 3arU1ayy BIBOMHE, HauaeTe?

K3t pasmisigena B [BepsiX HEBBICOKOIO MYXYMHY B JUJTMH-
HOM TOKEJITEBIIEN HOUHYIIIKE, KOTOPBIM 3alyMYMBO NI0YECHIBAJI
OpOBb, BHMATEJILHO B3Upasi Ha TOCTEH.

— Tak 4ro? — noropornn ero Muiesns. — M MmHe nonckarb
Jpyroe npucrasuuie?

— EcTb 01Ha KOMHaTa Ha yepjake, HO OHa TECHas U He Ipe-
Ha3Ha4eHa JyIs IOCTOSJIbLEB, A M KPOBaTh TaM y3Kasl, — pa3Bell
pyKamM XO35IMH, MPOIycKasi IyTHUKOB B JIOM.

— IMoaxogut, — cornacuics, AOJIro He pa3ayMsbiBasi, rpad, u
KaTpuH nociymHo nocienosaia 3a HUM. — TOJNBKO OZIEANIO U 0-
AyILIKY elre npuHecute. Y oTyXuHaTh Mbl Obl He OTKa3aIuch. Ja,
¥ O JIOIIA/IAX 1M03a00THTECh.

— Ceftuac pa30yKy keHy U y3Hal0, YTO U3 ellbl ocTanochk. OHa
IIPUHECET YKUH B KOMHATy, — OTBETWJI XO35IMH, IIPOBOKAs T0O-
CTel.

[MonHsABIIKMCE MO Y3KOM JIECTHUIIE HAa YepAaK, My KUMHA OCTa-
HOBWJICSI B TEMHOM, TECHOM KOPHMJOpE M yKa3aJ IyTHUKAM Ha
ABepb. Mulliesib BOLIES NepPBbIM, U 320paB U3 PyK XO35MHA JIaM-
1y, OCTaBUJI ee Ha cToil. KaTpuH ToXke, He crenla, HanpaBuilach
BHYTpb. [IeICTBATEILHO, KOMHATYIIKA OKa3aJ1ach TECHOM, B HEU
C TPYZIOM TTOMEIIAIUChH CTapasi OMHOMECTHAsI KpOBaTh M HEOOIb-
110# ctod co cryjoM. Cpa3y ke AeByllIKa 3aJyMajlach, Kak 3/1eCh
OHU CMOTYT pacIONIOKUTHCS BABOEM U i€ €l MPUIETCS CraTh?
EcrectBeHHO, rpad Ha mpaBax 3HATHOW OCOOBI 3afIMET MOCTENb,



a Katpun B pacnopsikeHre JOCTAHETCS MbUIbHBIA JePEBSHHBINA
T0J1, HA KOTOPBIN U MOCTEIUTH-TO HEYETO.

Bckope B kOMHare pasjasics CTyK, M JIEBYLIKA, CKPOMHO
YCTPOMBIIIAsICSl HA CTyJe, XOTesa ObUIO MOJHATHCS, YTOObI OT-
KPBITh J1IBEpPb, HO MulIllesb onepeans ee, FPOMKO CKOMaH/I0BaB:

— Bonpgure!

TyT e B KOMHaTe MOSBWIACH MOJTHAS KEHINKUHA C TIOTHOCOM
B PyKax, a CJeJ0M 32 Hel BOILIEJ XO35IMH C MOCTeNblo. My:KunHa
TOPOIUIMBO MOJOXKUJ OJESIO U MOAYIIKY Ha KPOBaTh U MOCHe-
W yaanuThesl. TOUHO Tak ke MOCTyNWiIa M ero Cympyra, Tmo-
CTaBUB Ha CTOJI €1y.

BarisiHyB Ha 3ane4yeHHbld KapTodesib U OKOpok, KatpuH mno-
YYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK Y HEE OT TOJIoAA CBEJIO keaydok. I'pad mon-
Ya MOJIOIIEN K CTONy U, B35IB IYCTYIO TapejsKy, MOJIOKWI B Hee
JOOPOTHBIN KyCOK Msica, IOCJIe Yero MOoCTaBUJl ee nepe AeByI-
KOM, BeJieB ecTb. K3T, OKpacHeB, MaxHyJia r0JIOBOM U CKPOMHO
OTIIMITHYJIA KyCOUeK XpycTsiiero xjaeda. OHa Oblia rojiofiHa, HO
B IIPUCYTCTBUU MYXUUHBI KYCOK OTUEro-TO HE Jie3 €l B ropJo.
CpeB HEMHOTO Msca U KapTodesis, AeBYyLIKa BEpHYJIA TAPEIIKY
Ha [MOJHOC U TO/IHSIACh U3-3a CTONIA. 3aMETUB, YTO OHA ITPAKTH-
YEeCKU He MPUTPOHYJIACH K efie, Muiliesib HeAOBOJIBLHO MPOU3HEC:

— Crienytomuii mprieM nuIy OyeT He CKOpO, MBI yeJieM Ha
paccBeTe 1 JodepeMcsl IO MecTa TOJIbKO K Beuepy.

— Cnacu0o, s chiTa, — orBeTUIa K9TpuH 1, HaOpaBIIUCh cMe-
Jocty, cipocwia: — Tak Mory s y3HaTh, KyZla Bbl MEHS Be3eTe?

— HeBaxHo, — Opocrit MyXurHa, BEpHYBIIIHCH K Tparese.



To, 4TO OHM HaIpaBJAIOTCA HE B 3aMOK, KT MoHss1a 1aBHO.
CMIkom yX JONMM MyTh ITPOAENAIM, a BIAJEHUS rpadpyuHU
HaXOAWJIUCh HEMOJAJIEKY OT Jieca, KOTOPbld OHM MUHOBAJIM IO-
ciie nonygHsA. Ho Bce ke 1eByIlKy OYeHb TPEBOXKUJIA HEU3BECT-
HocTh. Kyna Beser ee rpacd? He petn sim o yrieub K3t B TIOpb-
My 3a yourictBo Opara? Eciu tak, TO 9TO Cy/UT el Hen30eKHYI0
CMepTh, BeJlb 32 YOUICTBO 3HATU BUHOBHBIN Cpa3y ke MPUroBa-
puBaercs K Ka3HU. KaTpuH npeacraBuiia, Kak Ha €€ 10 HaKU-
JbIBAIOT YAABKY, U B3POTHYJa, OIIYTUB MYpAIIIKH ykaca, MMpo-
6exapiue 1o Termy. OTroHssi CTpaIIHbe MBICIIM, OHA CXBATHJIA
OfIeslJIO Y TIPUHSJIACh PACCTHIIATH €ro Ha momy. M Toibko ObL1o
JIeBYIIIKA cOOpasiach Jieub, KaK 10 Hee JIOHECCS XOJIOAHBIN rooc

rpada:

— Yto THI Aenaenib? JIOKUCh HA TTOCTENb.

— Ho BbI... — pactepssHHO ckoH(py3uaach Kar.

— MHe He MpUBBIKAThH CMaTh HA 3emiie, — Opocua Muilenb,
OTBEPHYBIIKCh.

— Ho u g He npuyYeHa k u3nuiecTBam, — Bo3pasuia Katpun,
He MOHMMas1, 3a9eM eMy 3Ta JI00e3HOCTh, KOTJia OH COOMpaeTcs
OTIIPaBUTb €€ Ha CMEPTb.

— Ecnm Bo3Hamepwiiach ClOpuTh, TO HampacHo. Jlyuie mno-
TpaTh 3TO BPEMsA Ha COH, — OTpe3as rpad, MOAHUMAACh U3-3a
CTOJIa.

OnosocHyB pyKHY B Ta3UKe, OH BBIXBATUJ Y AEBYILIKH ITOTYIIKY
Y MIBBIPHYJ ee Ha 1noJ1. [loce Jero crammi carnoru u yiercs Ha
onesno. Kot pacrepsHHO noronrasach Ha MECTE U, BCE KE CMHU-



PUBILIMCh CO CBOEH yuacThlo, yCTpouiach Ha KpoBatu. Ho coH k
Hell Tak 1 He mes1. MbIcu o OyyieM BUXpeM KPYKUJHACh B TO-
joBe. OHa He XOTeJla OTBeYaTh KHU3HBIO 32 TO, YETrO HE COBEpIIIA-
Jla. DTa HeclpaBeJIMBOCTh BbI3bIBaJIa BOJIHY MPOTECTa B Jyllie
nesymku. C yero Bapyr Katpun no coOCTBEHHOI BOJie TOJTK-
Ha UATU Ha cMepTh? A Kakoil y Hee BoiOop? Ecim 661 Mutnerns
HE yrpoxal JIECHUKY, BO3MOXHO, TOTJIa OHA MOMbITaaack Obl Oe-
*athb. Ho OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 32 JOOPOMYIITHOTO CTApUKA BBIHY/IM-
ja Kot ocrarbesi. A uto nepxur ee teneps? Huuero!

3arauBIIUCh, AEBYIIKA MPUCTYIIAIACh K 3ByKaM B KOMHATe.
U, ynoBuB poBHOe AbIxaHue rpada, pemuia, 4To oH cruT. Mosr
KaTpuH cynoposxHO cooOpaxali, BHIpUCOBBIBas IJ1aH modera. Ec-
JIM ceiuac ei ymacTcsi BBIOpaThCs U3 IoMa He3aMeUeHHOM, TO BO
JBOPE OHA CMOKET OTBICKATh JIOIIAAb U HA HEU CKPBIThCS. A KO-
rj1a Muiiienb Ha paccBeTe OOHAPYXHUT ee ncue3HoBeHue, Karpun
Oyzaet yxe aaneko. Bo3aMoxHO, 3TO MOC/IeIHUI 1IaHC Ha criace-
HUE.

MeuTh 1 00TyMBbIBaTh IETAJIN y Hee He ObLIIO BpeMeHH, TIO-
3TOMY, He Aplia, KT omyctuna Horu ¢ kpoBatu. M cHOBa mipu-
CJIyIIABIIIMCh, OHA HEe OOHAPYXWUJIa HUKAKWX U3MEHEHUN B JIbl-
xanuu rpacda. Torma, coOpaBIIUCH C TyXOM, JIEBYIIIKA BCTala U
Ha IBITIOYKAX HAMPABWJIACH K BBIXOJY, MO IyTH OCTOPOKHO YXBa-
TUB CBOM ILIAIll, MOKOWBIIIMICS HA CIIMHKE KpoBaTH. [[Buranach
Ka3TpuH C/IOBHO MBIIIKaA, HE U3/1aBasi HU €IMHOTO 3BYKa, Jaxe
JIepeBsIHHBIE TMOJIOBUIIBI HE CKPUIIENH TI0]] ee CTynHsMH. Paccto-
SITHME OT KPOBaTH JI0 TocTen Muinenst Ha 1oy ObUIo Mu3ep-



HBIM, ¥ €1 IPUXOAWIIOCH CTYIIATh 1O OIHOM Joieuke. Hampsike-
HUe JOCTHUIJIO TIpeJiesia, U IeBYIIKA CIIbIaia OueHne COOCTBEH-
HOT'O Ccep/Lia, 00sICh, YTO STOT HEUCTOBBIN CTYK MOXET Pa3OyaUTh
rpadga. M koraa oHa, HaKOHell, AOCTUIJIA JIBEPH, TO TOUYBCTBO-
Baja Hemasoe oOnerdyenre. Ho tonbko Katpun yxBatuiachk 3a
PYUKY, KaK €€ IUKOJIOTKY MEPTBOM XBaTKOM CKaJla rops4as py-
Ka, U CIyX PE3aHyJ 37101 royoc:

— Tonpko MmocMel BBIMTH OTCIONA, ¥ 9TO OYAYT MOCTIeTHUE I11a-
I'Y B TBOEH XU3HU!

17 rnaBa

— 51... g B yOOpHYyIWO, — 3aWKasch, mpoMsaviniaa Kotpud u
TIOTBITAJIaCh OCBOOOIUTH HOTY M3 Kpelkux TUCKoB. Ho B oTBeT
rpad JMIIb CUJIbHEE CKaJl Maiblibl, HABEPHSIKA OCTABUB CJIE[IbI
Ha OeJIol KOXe.

— Ila Heyxenu? — mpoOypyall OH HEeJIOBEPUMBO.

— Bbi mo3BosnuTe? — cripocuiia AeByIlKa, CHOBA JIEPHYB HOTY.
Cepatie ¢ Tysi0M Bpe3asioch B pedpa, 3acTaBisisi KPOBb C MOJTHHE-
HOCHOW CKOPOCTBIO Pa3HOCUThCS TIO TETY U MyJIbCUPOBATh B BUC-
Kax.

— [Ipunercs motepneTsb 10 yTpa BO UCKIIOUEHHUe Todera, — OT-
pe3an Muttienb, Bce ellle He pa3KumMasi MaiblieB.

— Ho... — Bce BHyTpHu K31 060pBaniock, mocneaHss Haaexaa
HAa CMaCceHUe KaHyJia BO MpPakK.

— Jloxuch cnaTh!

— Bbl BezeTe MeHs1 HEM3BECTHO Kyjla, YrpoxkaeTe, J1a elle 3a-
CTaBJIsieTe TepHeTh €CTECTBEHHBIE HYK/Ibl, — B30pBasiach KaTpuH



OT BO3MYyLIEHUA. — BaM He Kaxercs, 4To Jaxe ¢ KMBOTHBIMU
oOparaTcs Jryurie?

— Mowu :XMBOTHbBIE MOKHYT IO, IOKJIEM, — )KECTKO YCMEXHYJICS
My)X4uHa. — B To Bpems kak TeOe MO3BOJIEHO ClaTh B KPOBATH.

— 0-0-0! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa JE€BYIIKA, C CWIOW PBaHyB HOTY, U
9yTh HE yMaJia, YJApUBIINCh O CTEHY. — DTO TaK OJaropoaHo C
Baller CTOpOoHBL. Tenepb A B HEOIUIATHOM JOJTY INEpell BaMH,
Bamma Ceetnocts. He 3Hato gaxe, kak 6marogaputs!

— Bynp Gnaropa3ymHa ¥ iepku CBOM SI3bIK 32 3y0aMu, — 3apbl-
ya Muiesb, BCKOYMB Ha HOTW. Tenepb OH ycTpallamlen Te-
HBIO HaBucall HaJl KaTpuH, HO OTYEro-To 3J10CTh U HETOIOBAHUE
HE MO3BOJISUIN B3Th CTPaxy BEpX.

— WMnaue 4yro? CHoBa Bbinopere MeHsa? [lymaere, eCTb MbITKa
crpamHee cMeptu? — K9TpuH B3/iepHyJ1a IojIoBY, 3aMETUB, Kak
HEHMCTOBO B TEMHOTE CBEPKAIOT €ro Iia3a. «Yero orkiagbpBarh, —
oOpeueHHO noxyMasia aeBynika. — ITycTh 3aBepMT Hayaroe U
cOOCTBEHHOPYYHO yObeT. Bce ke sydriie, uem cMepTh Ha BUCe-
JIMLIE NIEpe], TOJON Pa3bAPEHHBIX Jonen [ »

— Jymaenib, Thl 3Haellb YTO-TO O cMepTu? — rpad nopomesn
BIUIOTHYI0, U K9TpHH HENpOU3BOJILHO BKaslach B CTEHY. — Bam,
HAVBHBIM JIIOJMILIKAM, OHA KaXEeTCs MIHOBEHUEM, — €ro rojioc
3BEHEJ CJIOBHO JIeAsAHOU MeTaul. — Ho Tel M moHATHA HE MMe-
elllb, YTO 3HAYUT MOJIUTh O CMEPTH, KOTJ]a BCE TBOM BHYTPEHHO-
CTH pacTeKkaloTcs Mo 3emie psAaoM ¢ Toooi. He 3Haenb, kakas
KyTKast O0Jb pa3pbIBaeT MO3T, KOT/ja TepsIelllb BCe YacTH Tea. . .

— MHe HU K yeMy 3TO 3HaTh! — BeIKpUKHYsIA K3T, xenas 3a-



KaTh YU PyKaMU, YTOObI HE CIIBIIIATH €r0 YKACAIOIINUX CIIOB.

— Her yx, noporyia, — CTaJIbHbI€ NaJIbLIbl MYKYAHBI CKAJIU €€
1o00POIOK, IPUIIOIHUMAS JIMLIO BBEpX. — Thl Tak MHOTO pac-
CyXJaelllb O CMEPTH, MO CyTH, J1axe He 3Hasd, 4To 3T10. Tak 3a-
TIOMHHU: €CJIU 51 Pelly JIMIIUTh TeOsl KU3HU, TBOW KOHel| Oyaer
agom. [lostomy sydine He 3711 MeHs!

— Bbl HMUEM He Jyu1lie, YeM Balll... — B [IOCJIE/IHIO CEKYHAY
KaTpuH ycniena npukycuTh s13bIK, HE OTAaBasi OTYETa CBOUM CJIO-
BaM. B mazax crosiiu ciessl, a Koxa IMoj €ro najbliaMu ropena.
B cnenyromui MAr OH cIaBUJI €€ YEJTI0CTh TaK, YTO OHA YCJIBIIIA-
Jla XpyCT COOCTBEHHBIX KOCTEH, 1 ’KaJIOOHO 3aCTOHAA.

— He nyuie, yem KT0? — JIesIHON TOJIOC MYKUMHbI PE3aHYyJI
e CITyX, a MbLIAIOIIHUE I71a3a 1a)Ke B TEMHOTE OOKHUTaJN SIPOCTHIO.

— HukTO, — NUCKHYJIa JeBYILIKA, YyBCTBYs, YTO HAYMHAET 3a-
JBIXaThCA OT CTpaxa.

— lloroBapuBaii! — norpedoBan Muilielb, U ero pyka CKOJb3-
HyJIa K ee I1iee.

— Ilycrure, — mpomenrana JeBylIKa B OTYasHWM, OLIyLIad,
KaK ropjio cAaBuio 10 60u.

— I'oBopu! — npogomxkas rHeBHO HacTauBath OH. M1 Katpun B
y’kace BCIIOMHWJIA TOT POKOBOM MOMEHT B KomHate ['aGpuasns.
[Noxosxe, 1 crapmmii Opat ceiiuac Ha rpanu 6e3ymusi. CTpax Bbl-
BOpaYMBaJl BCE BHYTPH, 3aCTaBJIsAsA JyIly METATbCA B MAHUKE, U
KaTpuH, oxBaueHHas ykacoM, He 3HaJla, KaK CIACTHUCh.

—Ilycrute, MHe 605IbHO ! — 3aKpHYaIa AEBYIIKA, BCXJIUITHYB. —
Bel MeHs nyraere!



Ero manblipl pe3Ko pa3kaiuch, U, C IIyMOM BTSIHYB BO3[YX,
Kat ocena Ha mon. ['pynHast kjieTka B3ApIManach TakK, 4TO Ka3a-
JIOCh, Cefuac cep/lle BHIPBETCS Hapyxky. A Teno nmpodupana Jje-
JsTHAs! IPOKb.

Bripyrasimice, rpad TSKeIbIMU IIaraMyu HApaBUIICS K JIBe-
pH, 1 9epe3 CeKyH/ly OHa C TPOXOTOM 3aXJIOMHYNach 3a HUM. J1o
3aTYMaHEHHOTo CO3HaHWsI KSTpWH JTOHEeCCs IEeTYOK JBEPHOTO
3aMKa, 1 B ITyOOKOM OTYasiHUM JIEBYIIIKA OCO3HAJA, YTO i He
YAACTCSI BBIPBATHCS U3 9TOM MPAYHOM KJIETKH.

Cne3bl TOpYUMH TOPOKKAMU OOOXKIJIM U O€3 TOrO TMbUIAK-
e ek, OHa npykaa ApoXkaIiye JaJoHH K JIUITY, MBICIICH-
HO cripanmBas cedst: «Uto xe co MHou Oynetr?». ['pyab pa3psi-
BaJl OTUYasTHHBIN BCXJIMII, & TEJIO COTPSICAIOCh OT PhIIaHUM, NOO
CTpax M3-3a HEOoIpeAeeHHOro Oyayliero myraa OoJblie, YeM
cmepth. da u teneps KT 3Hamna, uto maxe ee cMepTh He OyieT
nerko. Crapanusimu rpacda cama >Ku3Hb BCellsyla B JIEBYIIKY
UKW yXKac.

OHa mponoikaa CUIETh, MPUXKaB KOJIEHU K TPY/IU, C HAJIEK-
JIOM Ha TO, YTO pacCBET CErOHs He HACTYITUT, IIOTOMY YTO C BOC-
XOJIOM COJIHIIA €l CHOBa MPUIETCs BCTPETUTbCA ¢ MuiiieneM, B
JKECTOKOCTU KOTOPOTO JIEBYIIIKA YK€ HE COMHeBaslach. Bo3Moxk-
HO, ceifuac OH U He ONpeIeTIICs ¢ ee JalbHeHIen cyab00i, HO
9TO HUCKOJIBKO He yCTOKauBaslo KSTpWH, Tak KaK HaXOXJICHHUE
PSIIOM ¢ HUM ObLJIO CPOAHU CHICHUIO HA TTOPOXOBOH OOUKe, KO-
TOpasi B TIOOOH MOMEHT MOKET B30PBaThCHI.

Boripeku Hanexaam Kat, mepBeie Jiyun Bce ke MPOOWITUCH



CKBO3b IIIEJIM B JIEPEBSIHHOW Kpbiiie. M ¢ 3aMupanuem cepaia
OHa TMPUHSJIACh kJaTh, Korja 3a Heu sButcs rpad. Camou BbI-
CYHYTbCsI U3 KOMHATBI €f He XBaTaJlo CMEJIOCTH, Jia U IBePb Obl-
na 3anepra. Ho crpax oTToro, 4ro CHOBa MPUIETCS HAXOIUTHCS
C HUM HaeJuHe B 3aMKHYTOM IPOCTPAHCTBE, 3aCTaBUII €€ MO/~
HATHCSI HA HOTU.

K nemasiomy ynusienuio KaTpuH, 3aMoKk okazascs He3arep-
ThIM, 1, COOpaB CBOM BeIlU, JEBYIIIKA ITOCTIEITHO MOKUHYJIa KOM-
HAaTy, C KOTOPOH Y Hee He aCCOIMMPOBAIIOCh HUYETO XOPOIIIETO.
Ha necrauue oHa BCTpeTWa pa3spyMsAHUBLIYIOCS XO3AUKY ITO-
CTOSUIOrO JJBOpa, M Ta ode3Ho npuriacuia Kot Ha 3aBrpak. B
OTBET JIeBYIIIKA BbIJaBUJIA OJIarolapHyIo YabIOKy, MOHUMAs, 4To
eciu rpad TaMm, TO ed M KyCOK He ToJie3eT B ropsio. Muiiiens He
OKazaJioch B foMe. KaTpuH To 1 [ieno Bepresna rojioBo, YToObl
HAWTH €ro, HO TOT TaK W HE OOBSIBUJICS.

CnenaB HECKOJIBKO IJIOTKOB TeIJIoro Mojoka, Kat He cmor-
JIa 3aCTaBUTh ceOs1 OOJIbIlle HUYero checTh. Hep3upas Ha oTcyT-
cTBUe rpada, anmneTuT HarpoUb OCTaBUII ee. PelluB He UCTIBITHI-
BaTh CyJb0y, OTTATUBAs BpeMsl, AeBYIIIKA MOIHSIACh U3-32 CTONA
U, MOoOJIaroIapvB KEHIIUHY 32 3aBTPaK, HAIIPABUJIACh HA YJIHUILY.
OHa yyBCTBOBaJIa JKYTKYIO CJJA0OCTh B KOJIEHSIX, €€ HOI'U OyATO
HE KeJlaJId UJTH, HO, BCE K€ MOJaBUB CBOM CTpax, KaTpuH pac-
naxHyja ABEpb. . .

Henonaneky ot noma Kat 3ameruna Murens u onrytuia 60-
JIe3HEHHbIH TOTYOK o1 pebpamu. OH 3anpsirali Jiomasei, He 00-
paiiasi HUKaKoro BHUMaHus Ha Hee. PactepsBIvCh, IEBYIIIKa HEe



3HaJIa, KaK e ObITh, Be/lb TIOIOUTH K HEMY HE XBaTaJlo CMEJIOCTH.
Ona ckOH(YX)EHHO NEPEMUHANIACh C HOTW Ha HOTY, NOKa rpad
He B300paJicsl Ha CBOero KoHs. Y GynTo TONbKO Tereph MyK4u-
Ha 3aMEeTUJI ee MPUCYTCTBHE, CMEPUB B3MJISOM, OT KOTOPOTO Y
KsTpuH 3acTbuia KpoBb B BEHaXx.

18 riaBa

KompITa jto1mazeit B TaKT OTOMBAIM CTYK IO TPOMEP3JION 3eM-
e, u KaTpuH yapy4eHHo ciyiana 3Ti MesoAndHble 3ByKu. OHa
JyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl y’KacHO; OECCOHHAsi HOUb CKa3aiach 0Ooes-
HEHHBIM ITyJIbCHPOBAHMUEM B TOJIOBE, a TEJIO TYAEJI0 M HBLIO.
Muinienb, CIOBHO M03a0bIB MPO CITyTHHILY, THAJI CBOETO KOHS
PBICLION, M 3TO JOCTABJISUIO JEBYIIKE UCTUHHOE MyueHue. Kot
TPACAACh B Ce/jie, TUXO MOCTAaHbIBAsI, U MBICJIEHHO IMPOKJIMHA-
Jla HEHaBUCTHYIO moe3aKy. ['padp mMomuas, He 0OMOTBHUBIINCH C
Hell W CJIOBOM; HaJl HUM CJIOBHO HaBHUCJIa cepasi, XMypasl TeHb.
N KsTpuH ¢pusnuecku olryiana HarpsskeHUe, UCXOAsIIee OT
MyxunHbl. OHa Kajiesla 0 HOYHOW CTBhIUKe, pyrana ceds 3a To,
YTO COBEPIIMIIA TIIYNOCTh, OCMEMBIINCH Ha ToOer. OmHaKO 3TO
He CIaclio ee, a JIMIIb yCyryomo nosoxeHue. Terneps ke Oyy-
11iee Myrajo CHJIbHEe MPEeXKHEro.

Katpun 10 1 feno cMotpesa Ha HEOO, MBITasCh ONMPEIETUTh
BpeMsi, HO COJIHIIE MPAKTUYECKH HE TMOKa3bIBAJIOCh M3-3a TYY.
Muiriens TOBOPHJI, YTO IO MECTa OHU TOOEpyTCsl BEUyepoM, HO
«JOJITOXKJAHHBIN» Beuep Tak ¥ He HacTynail. M K 3axoy conHIa
JEBYIIKA MOBAJMIACH HAa TPUBY JIOIIAH, MEYTasi O TOM, YTOOBI
ee My4eHHsI TIOCKOpee MPEeKPaTUIIUCh.



Baaporuys, AeByllika NOYyBCTBOBAJIa, KAK KTO-TO MOTSIHYJI €€
3a TaJIMI0, CTacKMBasi ¢ KOObUIbI. [Toxoske, OHa 3aipeMasia 1 ocTa-
TOK MyTH He Bujena. Tenepp ke BOKPYT lapuia rycras Houb, U
JIUIIb ropsiiye pakesbl OCBEIaIN CHITy3T HE3HAKOMOT'O 3/IaHU .

— Moxelllb CTOSITh Ha HOrax? — MOCJIBIIIAJICS COBCEM PSAIOM
HE3HAKOMbIM MYXCKOU rosioc. I B OTBET OHa IOJIOXUTEIBHO
MaxHyJ1a FOJIOBOM, HAIpsirasi 3peHue, YToObI TydIlle PACCMOTPETh
CTOSIILIETO PSIIOM YeJIOBEKa.

— Xopol1io, Torjaa cieayi 3a MHOM, — TPOU3HEC MOJIOION MY K-
YKMHA, HAMPABJISACh K 31aHuio. OH ObUT BHICOK M KOPEHACT, Ja-
K€ CBOMMM BHYIIIUTEILHBIMU pa3MepaMiy HATIOMUHAI OTPOMHYIO
ckaity. Katpun Mosya nocsenoBasia 3a HE3HAKOMIIEM, O3UPasiCh
10 CTOpOHaM B nouckax rpada. Ho Toro He okaszayioch B mosie
3peHus, U ero KOHs JIeBYIlIKa Toxe He oOHapyxwuiaa. Cpasy xe
B JIyIlle 3apOJWIach TPEBOra: Tak KyJa Bce-Taku ee mpuBe3 Mu-
mens? TlocnemHo norHaB myxuvHy, KaTpuH THxum rojgocom
MOMHTEPECOBAJIACH:

— IIpocrute, a MbI rae?

— MHe He BeJsieHO ¢ TOOOU pa3roBapuBaTh, — MOKaJ IMIMPOKU-
MM TIJIedaMU HE3HAKOMEII,

JleByIIKa ¢ 10cafon Mmoakaa ryosl, MbITasiCh pa3riisiieTh Me-
CTO, KyJa ee rpuBe3iu. U, k cBoemy 00JieryeHnIo, OHa 3aMeTHJIa,
YTO 3[IJaHUE COBCEM HE MOXOJUJIO Ha TIOPbMY, a CKOpee HarloMu-
HaJio noMecThe. MyskunHa 3aBes1 KT B 1oM uepes KpbLio, Mpej-
Ha3HaueHHOe 1Sl MPUCIYTrU. B cToNb Mo3gHee BpeMsi TaM OKa-
3aJI0Ch TOBOJILHO TEMHO, M UM HE BCTPETWJIACh HU €MHAs KU-



Bas Jyma. KaTpun BHUMAaTeNIbHO paccMarpuBaia UIMHHBIA KO-
pUIOp, CTapasich 3aIIOMHUTH JIOPOTY.

OnHa oxujania, 4Tto ee CHOBA 3allpyT B MOABAJIC WM YTO-TO
noo0Horo poaa. Ho neByiika HUKaK He MOIJIA TTPEATNOIOKHUTD,
4TO €€ MPOBOASAT B MPOCTOPHYIO, YIOTHYIO KOMHATY, B KOTOPOU
BesUJIO TIPUSATHBIM apoMatoM efpl. BTsaHyB ciagkuil 3amax, Kot
cpa3y e MOYyBCTBOBAJIA MPOTECT B3OYHTOBABIIETOCS KEITY/IKA:
BCE K€ OHA JKYTKO IIPOroiofanach U BLIMOTANACh 32 JI€Hb.

— JloGpoii Houu, — ToKenaa My)KUYruHa ¥, OPOCUB Ha Hee JIo-
OOMBITHBIN B3IJISA/L, CKPBUICS 32 nBepbio. I KaTpuH, B3mporuys,
yCIIBIIIAJIA MEeTYOK 3aMKa. 3HAYMT, ee CHOBa 3arepiu. YTo x, 1o
KpailHell Mepe, B 9TOT pa3 He BCE TaK IUIOXO.

KomHara okazanach OOJBIIONW M TEIUIOW; OHA SIBHO IpeIHa-
3HAYaJIach He JUIsl MPUCTYrU. B 1ieHTpe pacnonaraiach OrpoM-
Hasi KpOBaTh, HA KOTOPOH, Ka3aJI0Ch Obl, MOTJIO Pa3MECTUTHCS HE
MeHee AT YenoBek. [loctens Oblia 3acTesieHa JOpOruMH Iie-
KOBBIMHU TIOKpbIBJIaMH. K3T ¢ HaciaxxaeHneM nmpoBeJa JIaJ0HbI0
IO HEXKHOW OeJIoN TKaHU U CO CTBIOM OTICPHYJIA TPSA3HYIO Py-
Ky, TOOOSIBIIMCH 3aMapaTh ee. OHa oOBesa B3IVISZIOM KOMHATY
U, 9YyTh HE BOCKJIMKHYB OT PaJloOCTH, OOHApYyKUIa HOUHOW rop-
IIOK ¥ 4aH ¢ Bogol. [IpuciymaBmmch K 3ByKaM 3a IBEPbIO U
yOeUBIIMCH, YTO TaM THXO, JIEBYIIIKA CKUHYJIA C ceOsl TPSI3HYI0
OfIeXk Ty, TOCJIe Yero HalpaBWIach K yMbIBajibHE. B3s1B O0sbIION
JYIIMCTBIA KYCOK MbLJIa, OHA CKaJla ero AByMs pyKaMu U MOAHSI-
JIa K HOCY, BTAATMBasi MPsiHbIA apoMat. [lomoOHast pockorb Obiia
HEJIOCTYITHA IS IPUCITYTH, TTI03TOMY, HACTIaX 1asCh HE3HAKOMBI-



MU 3anaxamu, Kat gaxe npukpbuia riasa.

OnycTuB pyKH B TEIUTyIO BOAY, JEBYIIKA TUXO 3aMypJibIKaja
oT ynoBosbcTBUs. [loTemHeBIMe HOrTH Ha (poHe Oesoro Tasu-
Ka Ka3aJIuCh 10 HEMPUINYKA TpsA3HbIMU. B3sB meTky, Katpun
MPUHSIACH SIPOCTHO OTTUPATh YEPHOTY C TeJa U OCTAHOBUJIACH,
JIVIIITH KOTJIA ee KOKa Havasa Onaroyxarh. [lokpacHeB, oHa OOHa-
py’KuJia TIOJl HOraMU OTPOMHYIO JIYKY U IOCHENTHO Opocuiiach ee
BBITUPATh CBOMMHU K€ BEILlAMHU.

Korga ¢ mbiTheM ObLIO MOKOHYEHO, K9TpuH, 3aBepHYyBIIUCH
B TMOKPBIBAJIO, MPHUHSIACH 32 eny. Ho, nuiiie 0TBe1aB HEMHOTO
’KapKoro, IEByIlIKa MIOYYBCTBOBAJIA HETTIOMEPHYIO YCTAIOCTh U CO
CTOHOM pyXHYJia Ha KpoBaTb. [IpusiTHas Hera cpasy ke pacrek-
Jlack Mo Teny, U, Milest Ha MsITKou nepuHe, KT npukpbuia rasza,
NO/yMaB, YTO €CJIM JIaXke ITOT JIeHb CTAHET MOCJIEeJHUM, OHA He
0c000 OrOPUYUTCHL.

To n1m ot ycrasnoctu, To Jiu Ha (POHE MEPEKUTOrO, BOIMPEKU
MPeKpacHoi 00CTaHOBKe, KaTpuH BCIO HOUb MYYHJIN KOIIIMAPHI.
JleByIiIKa MOCTOSIHHO MPOCHINANACh, yTUPasi co Ji0a JIeASHOH T10T,
U CJIBIIIAJIA, KaK HEMCTOBO B TPY/IY KOJOTUTCS Ceple. DT CHBI
ObLTM CTPaHHBIMU U CJIOBHO TIEPEIUIETAINCH C sIBbIO. 3 TeMHO-
ThI JI0 HE€ JOHOCWIKCh I0JI0CA, MU OHA OTYErO-TO 3Haja, YTO OHU
npuHaaexar ['adpuamo, HO U3 Mpaka mosiBsIca Mutnens. U
MIpU BUJIE €r0 THEBHOT'O JIMIIA €i XOTeJI0Ch KpruaTh OT yKaca. ..

[TpoGynunack Kat oTTOro, 4o ycisliana CKBO3b COH HIETYOK
3aMKa, ¥, IPUOTKPBIB 132, YBU/IENA, KaK ABEPb MEAJIEHHO OT-
Bopsiercs. KaTpu 3aTauna apixaHue, He 3Hasi, Yero OXuaaTh, HO



B KOMHATy MPOCKOJIb3HYJIa HEBBICOKAS I0HAs JEBYIIIKA.

— WI3BunwMTE, 51 Bac pa3Oyauiia, — MOKPACHEB, TPOMSIMIIIIIA Ta.

— Bac, — tuxo noropwia Kat, He noHuMasi, moyemy K Heu
TaK oOpaIanTcs.

— 51 mpuHecna onex 1y M 3aBTpakK, — MPOM3HECa HE3HAKOMKA,
CJIOBHO HE 3aMeTHB yauBJieHUs1 KaTpuH.

— Cnacu6o, — oretmia Kat, npunogHsBIIMch B MOCTENH, U,
YBUJIEB, YTO BOIIEIIasi COOMpAETCA YXOIUTh, OKJIMKHYJA ee,
CIIPOCHB:

— Ckaxwure, TA€ 1 HaXOKYCh?

BwmecTo oTBeTa ciykaHKa NOTyNuIa B3NS UM OCHEIIHO I0pK-
HYJIa 3a ABEPb, CHOBA 3ariepeB ee. KaT, MpUKOCHYBIIUCH Majiblia-
MU K ry0aMm, 3ajlyManach: /1a, 3Ta KOMHATa AaJieKo He TIOpbMa,
HO, 6e3 comHeHus1, KaTpuH B Hell ruieHHMIa. Tak oTdero xe ee
MOCEJIWJIA B TAKUX YCJIOBUSIX, & HE ONPEACTWIN B MOABAJL, Kak U
110J1arajaoch?

ITonoOHBIE MBICIM HE AaBaiu MMokoA. OHa HEOCO3HAHHO Ha-
TSIHYJIa BEIM, IPUHECEHHBIE CITYKAHKOW, U TOCMOTpEJIa Ha ey,
HO TOJIofla He MOYyBCTBOBaja. TpeBora Hampoub OTOMIIA are-
TuT. [IpekpacHo NoHMMast, UTO ABEPb 3aKpbiTa, KITpUH Bce paB-
HO TIOJIONILIA K HeH, 4ToObI ITpoBepuTh. [1ociie yero Hecmeo 1o-
CTyyaJia KyJIAKOM, OJHAKO OTBETA HE yCJIbIIIAJIA.

Ocrarok AHS AEBYIIKAa METajach M0 KOMHATe, U3y4uB €e
BJIOJIb U TIONIepeK. Bpems TAHyI0Ch OECKOHEYHO JI0JITO, a K Hel
TaK HUKTO OoJibllie U He 3aimre]. OroHb B KaMUHE J0rope eine
yTPOM, Y TENepb BOKPYT Hapwia npoxiaaa. HakvHyB Ha miedn



NOKpbIBaJIO, K3T cHOBa mocryyana B aBepb. OHa peEMTEIBHO
BO3HAMEPHJIACh TOTPEOOBATh BCTPEUH € rpad)OM: IMyCTh YK 00b-
SICHUT, 4TO ee KJeT. Bee syuitie, yem cBofsAIas ¢ yma HeM3BECT-
HOCTb.

19 rnaBa [IBepb OTKpbUIaCh, JUIL Koraa Katpun cOmna Bce
KyJIak¥ 0 Oe3yIIHyio JepeBsmKy. U nepen Heli ¢ HETOBOJIbHBIM
JIMLIOM TIPEACTall MyKUMHA, KOTOPBIU IPUBEJI €€ CIOJA.

—Yero cryuunib? — cipocuJi oH pasapaxeHHo. — CoBceM ono-
Joymena?

— 41 xo4y noroBoputh ¢ rpaoM... — JIEBYIIKA PaCTEPSIHHO
3aIlHY/1ach, OCO3HAB, YTO COBCEM He 3HaeT (pamwinu Mumens. —
Hemennenno!

— OH BeJies1 ero He TPEBOXKUTb, — OTMAXHYJICS HE3HAKOMEII,
coOMpasiCh yXOAUTb.

— Torma GynbTe qOOPHI IepeaaTh eMy, UTo s He IPUTPOHYCh K
efie, 10 Tex MOp IMOKa €ro CBETIOCTb HE YIEJIUT MHE HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT, — U, HEMHOTO nogymaB, K3t ¢ HacMemikoil nodaBuia: —
XoTs 310 emy OyJeT TONBKO Ha PYyKY.

Hudero He oTBETHUB, MOJIOAON MYyX4YMHA ynanwics, a Katpun
oOeccuiieHHO pyxHyJa B Kpecio. OHa noHumasa, 4yro Muiiesb
BPSi/ JIM COU3BOJIUT MOYTUTh €€ CBOMM BU3UTOM. [la 1 ¢ yrpo3oi
JEBYILIKa CMOPO3WJIa ITTYIIOCTh: KAKOE MY A€JIO IO TOTO, YTO OHA
nompet ot ronofa. Eciu tonbko Oyner B yrogy, u30aBUTCS OT
HEeHYKHOro Oasuiacrta. M 3To HeyquBHUTENIbHO, MO0 rpad He CKpbI-
BaeT CBOEW HeNpHsI3HU K yowuiine Opara. [TycTh naxke v KOCBeH-
HO, HO OH BUHUT K3T. U1 OHa COBEPIIEHHO HE MIOHUMAET, IOYEMY



Muiiienis coxpaHui eu ku3Hb. Vin ke Bce Briepeau?

JIIBEpHOM 3aMOK CKpUNHYJ, Korga KatpuH npemana, cuas B
KpecJie, YKYTaBIIKCh B TOKPbIBAJIO. JIaMITbl B KOMHATE JIaBHO J10-
ropeJsiv, a KAMUH TaK HUKTO U HE YAOCYXKWICS pazkedb. OT 3Toro
BOKpPYTI' LIapuJjia TEMHOTA, U JIAIIb TYCKJIbII CBET JYHBI YCEPAHO
TIBITAJICS IPOOUTHCS] CKBO3b 3aKOJIOUCHHBIE CTABHHU.

CHavasia 13-3a IBEpU MOKA3ICS MEPLAIOIIUNA CBET JIAMIIBI,
a CJeJIOM 32 HUM JEBYIIKa COHHbIMU IJla3aMM pasrjisijiena ca-
Moro rpaca. BHyTpu Bce BCKOJIBIXHYJIOCH, CIOBHO BOCKJIMKHYB:
«IIpumen», u crpax BMECTE C XOJIOAOM TYT ke MypallKkaMu Ipo-
Heccs 1o Tey. BeckounB Ha Horu, K9TpuH ucnyraHHo ycraBu-
Jack Ha Murens, 1, CJIOBHO 3allUINasich, OOHSIA pyKaMHu TIO-
KPbIBAJIO.

— T TpeOoBaa BCTpeun? — CIIPOCHI OH POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM,
BOJPY3UB JlaMITy Ha TyMOy. — K uemy Takast CpOYHOCTh?

Terepp TeHb OKyTala MYyX4YHHY, a K9T, HA000pOT, OCBETHI
MasTYMBIINAN CBET.

— Mens# 3anepnu, He YIOCYXKUBIIMCH OOBSICHUTH, TJIe S1 HAXO-
KyCh, — IPOMSIMJIMJIA PACTEPSIHHO JIEBYIIIKA, TAK KaK BCE 3aro-
TOBJIEHHBIE CJIOBA BMUT PACCESIUCH.

— A 0T4ero Thl CUMUTAEIb, YTO KTO-TO 00s3aH TeOE YTO-TO
OOBSICHATH ? — M3 TEMHOTHI JIOHECCS] HACMEIILTUBHIN roJioc rpada.
KaTpuH He Morya BUIETh €ro JiMiia, U 3T0 €€ HaIpsAraio.

— Jla, BbI ITpaBbl, — COTJIaCUJIaCh OHA, He pa3ayMbiBasi. — Ho na-
K€ YeJIOBEK, TPUTOBOPEHHBIN K BHUCEJIUIIE, 3HaeT O CBOEM MpHU-
rOBOpE. A sl IOHATHUS HE UMEIO, KaKasi y4acTb MEHS KJET.



— Yuacre? — nepecpocui Muiliesip, IIAarHyB U3 TEHU, U Te-
nepb K31 Mora simie3pers 4acTsb ero JIMna, HO I71a3a TaK U OCTa-
BAJIUCh CKPbITBIMU. — OTHPaBIATh TeOs1 Ha BUCEJIHILY I HE COOU-
paioch, 1Mo KpaiiHeil Mepe B Onmmkaiiinee Bpemsi. Haznetoch, 310
TeOs1 YCIIOKOMT.

— He ycrokout, — nocneniHo BelAaBuiIa AeByllIKa. — Baie pe-
HIEHHE MOXET ObICTPO U3MEHUTHCS, U 51 JOJKHA 3HATh, OT YEro
9TO OyJeT 3aBUCETh?

— Tonbko OT TeOs1, MUJIOUKA, — HACMENUTUBO OpocI rpad.

— Ot meHsa? — u3ymiieHHoO BckuHyna 6poBu Katpun. — Io-
MOEMY, OT MEHS 3/1eCh HUYEro He 3aBUcUT! Bbl y3Ha/IM NpaBay 1
BCE PaBHO BUHUTE MeHsI B cMepTH ['adpuans. I3MeHuThb 310 MHE
He nof cuity. Y Bcero uiib 1e710 BpeMEHU, KOT/Ia Bbl UCTIOJTHUTE
IIPUTOBOP, KOTOPBIY YK€ JABHO MHE BBIHECIIN.

— Tebe He kaxeTcs, YTO THI CIUIIIKOM MHOTO OofTaenib? —
orpe3as Muiiiesnp, mardyB eme onuxe. — OcoOEHHO O TOM, O
YeM He CTOMT.

— [Ipomy npomenus, ecan Mos Ipas/ia Bac 33J1€BacT, — OTBe-
TWJIA OHA U LIarHyJsa Ha3aj, yIepeBIIUCh HOrAMU B KPECIo.

— IlpaBpa? — xononHo ycmexHyncs rpad. — Thl cuuTaels,
4TOo Tebe T03BOJICHO paccyxaarth o npasjae? Her, neBouka, omm-
6aembes. Thl kuBa Wb O Moel MusiocTd. U moBeph, Takoi
packJiaj He OUYeHb MeHs panyer. Jlymaels, TBOsSI HEBUHOBHOCTb
MMeeT Kakoe-To 3HaueHue? Torga Thl HeucripaBuma riymna. Thl
CIOCOOCTBOBajIa CMEPTH TOCIIOAMHA, B TO BpeMsl Kak oOsi3aHa
OblTa BCSUECKH 3TOMY nomeniate. Ho HeT, Thl mocMerna mocyuu-



TaTh, YTO TBOSI )KM3Hb LIGHUTCS Ky/a BhIIIE, YeM ero. YTo xk, Tak
Tomy 1 ObITh! TONBKO IOMHM: OHA He OyzeT Jierkoi. Kus3np pa-
ObIHU HUKOT/1a He OyeT lieHHee ku3Hu rpada. U 310 Thl, moBepb,
YCBOMILIb.

— Boi ommmbaetech, — BCKpUKHYJIA OHA B OTYAsTHUU, JI0 TITyOH-
HBI JAYIIA HAITyTaHHAs €ro CIOBaMU. — Sl He cuMTalo CBOIO KU3Hb
Bhillie! OHa He CTOUT Aaske HOrTs Bamien ceeioct! Ho Bbl mpa-
Bbl, HUKOT'O HE BOJIHYET MOsI HEBUHOBHOCTb, €CJT O 51 TOJTBKO MOT-
JIa TIPeJOTBPATUTh CIIy4MBIIIeecs, TO caesana Obl 3TO, He pa3my-
MBbIBast. DTO ObUIA CITyYalHOCTh, BUAWUT BOTr, 1 N3MEHWUTH UTO-JIH-
00 OKka3aoCch He B MOU B1acTH. Ml MOXeTe He TpaTUTh HAPACHO
yIpO3bl — MOsI )KM3Hb U TaK HUKOT/A He OblIa JIErKOi!

— He 3naio, — npousHec rpad, oka3aBIlIKMCh HAPOTUB HEe. —
Otkypna B Tebe cTonbko aep3octu? To Jim 0TTOro, 4to He OOUIIIb-
Csl CMEpTH, TO JIK OTTOrO, 4TO Iiynas? ToJbKO HE CTOUT IMyCThI-
MU CJIOBaMU COTpsICaTh BO3/1yX; TBOE MHEHHE HE 3HAUUT HUYETO.

— He comneBatoch, — BbiiaBuiia KaTpuH, B3AEpHYB IroJIOBY, U
YX JIMIA OKA3aJIMCh B CAHTUMETPE APYT OT Apyra. — Bare cioBo
— 3aKoH. Tak BenuTe: CMEpPTh MHE UJIM MUJIOCTh ?

— OnHO OpOAMT HeJaeKo OT JPYroro, — OTBETHJ 3araKou
Murens. — [Toatomy ocreperaiics, mpesxiae YeM BbIaTh U3 CBO-
€r0 MaJICHbKOI'O PTa OYEPEIHYIO TTYIIOCTb.

Ero B3msn ynan Ha ee ryObl, 1 KaT Hempou3BOIbHO OTINIAT-
HYJIach, IOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK cepAlle nponyctuio yaap. OHa Xo-
Tesa ObUIO OTCTYIHUTh, HO MO3aIM HAXOMIIOCh KPECIio, a crepe-
1 MaccuBHas ¢urypa rpada. Ctpax myiabCUpOBal B BUCKAX U



C AMKUM LIYMOM TyAen B ymax. JleByllika no4tu ocejia B Kpec-
JI0, HO KpeIIKas pyKa, yaepXkaBllas ee 3a JOKOTb, He ITO3BOJINIIA
OTAAJIUTHCA.

— Hapetoch, Tol ycBOMIIA ycnbllIaHHOE? — yTOUHWI Muinenb,
oOXurasi ee KOy CBOMM JIbIXaHUEM.

— YcBouna, — TOJIBKO U BblAaBuiIa KaTpuH B3ApOrHyB.

—IIpekpacHo! — KpuBas yinbiOKa KOCHYnach ero ry0. — Bripensp
oracaicsi, mpesxje 4eM 4To-au0o cliesaTh WM CKa3arh.

— Her! — MoTHy/1a OHa ros0BOM, cAepKUBasl MOACTYNAIOLIUE
cie3bl. —CTpaiHee Baled HEHABUCTU HET HUYETO.

— He Mory He cornacutbest, — ycMEXHYJICS My )KUMHA €1 B JIU-
110. — HeHaBuCTh ryOuTeIbHA BO BCEX CMBICIAX 3TOTO CJIOBA.

B crnenytomyio cekyHy ee TyObl HAKPBLT BIACTHBIN POT rpa-
(pa, cmunaa ux xectkuMm nouenyem. B yxace Karpun nonsita-
JIach BBIPBAThCSA, HO CUJIBHBIE PYKH, CKaBILIKE TUIEYH, HE TIO3BO-
JIWIM JJake 11IeBeIbHYThCSA. Horm 1eByIIKM OHEMeNH OT cTpaxa,
a ceprie mpoOUBaIoO CKBO3b pedpa MmyTh K cBoOozie. ['yOn! rpacda
CTAHOBWJIUCH KECTUE, SI3BIK HATIO pa3ABUHYI 3yOsl KaT, mponu-
Kas BHYTpb. BCX/IMITHYB, OHa BTSAHY/Aa HO3APAMM BO3AYX, OILLY-
11asi, YTO HAYMHAET 3a]bIXaThCsl, U CJIE3bl 0OOKIIIN MOOeseBIINe
HIEKU.

Ee nienoBanmu Boepsbie. [la, paHbliie ObUTH MOMBITKYA, HO OHA
oOpe3ana ux Ha KopHIo. U morienyii rpacga He ObLT MOXO0X Ha TO,
0 YeM MEUTalOT HECMBbIIIUIEHBIE JEBYIIKU. B HEM Hanpoub OTCyT-
CTBOBAJI HEKHOCTH M CTpacTh. Ckopee OH ObLT IPOTUTAH KECTO-
KOCTBIO ¥ HEHABHCTHIO U TIPETHA3HAYAIICS JIUIIIb AJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI



MIPOYYHUTb.

Korna ero pyku ocBo6oaumv miieun KaTpuH, oHa, BCKPUKHYB,
roJietesia B KPeciio, YIapUBIIKUCh TOJIOBOM O CIUHKY. U, BxaB-
IIMCh B OOMBKY, JIEBYIIIKA HE CMeJia HY JAbIIIaTh, HU CMOTPETh Ha
rpacda. Ee ryObl mbutasiv U CaqHUIIN, a AyIa, CJIOBHO B yXKace,
3aMepia BHYTpPH.

— 31ech CIUIIKOM XOJIOJHO, S BEJII0 pa3keub KaMUH, — Opo-
cus1 Mutiiesib Kak HA B YeM He ObIBaJIO U, JIake He B3IJISIHYB Ha
NepenyraHHyIo 10 CMEPTH JIEBYIIIKY, HAIIPABUJICS IPOYb.

20 r1aBa

PannumM yTpoM B KOMHaty K KaTpuH siBuiacek Bce Ta ke Cily-
kaHka. OHa akKypaTHO pa3JIoKuJIa Ha TIOCTEIH IJ1aThe U (papTyk
MIPUCIIYTH, a Ha CTOJI IOCTaBUJIa OAHOC ¢ eoi. KT cmoTpena Ha
Hee MCIOoIoObs1, BCE emlé nmpeObiBasi B YTHETEHHOM COCTOSIHUU
MOCJIE BUEPAILIHEN CTHIYKHU C Tpacpom. U He cpa3y OOMHUIIACH,
YTOOBI CIIPOCUTH, JIJIS1 Y€TO el TPUHECIN ITOT HapsAa. OKJIMKHY-
Jla Ty JIMIIb Y ABEPU:

— IIpocTute, MHE MO3BOJIEHO BBIATU?

— BesieHo oTHeCTH BaM OfIek 1y ¥ IPOBOUTH B XOJLJT J1J1s1 TIOMTY-
YEeHUS YKa3aHUI, — TOPOILJIMBO OTBETUJIA CITyKaHKa, TOOABUB: —
S nogoxay 3a IBEPHIO.

— Xopomo, — MaxHyJia rojgoBor KaTpuH U, HE NPUTPOHYB-
IIKCH K eJie, TTOCTIeIInIa OeThC .

Buanmo, ee permiau npusieys K padoTe 1o 1oMy, pa3 BeJie-
71 OOJIAYMTHLCS B TUIAThE CITYKAaHKU. DTa HOBOCTh YCIIOKaWBasa
Ks1; BCce myuiiie, 4em CUAETh B3allepTH, OKUAasi CBOEN YYACTH.



Bo3MoxHO, y clIyr OHa CMOKET BbIBeIaTh WH(POPMAITUIO O TOM,
rjie cefiuac HaxomuTcs. Y, MoxeT OBbITh, OMHAXK/IBI yAada YIIbIO-
HETCs e, 1aB IaHC cOexaTh MOAAJIbIIE OT STOM HEHOPMAJIbHOM
CeMENKMU.

CoOpaB BOJIOCH B TYTOM Iy4YOK, JEBYIIIKA HAITPABUIIACH K BbI-
XOMly, Ha XOAy pa3MiaxuBasi pyKaMu CKJAJIKH TuiaTbs. BHyT-
pPU KOJIBIXQJIOCh BOJIHEHHUE; MBICIb O TOM, YTO CHOBa TMpPUJET-
Cs1 BCTPETUTHCS € rpadpoM, HEMMOBEPHO Tyrasia. 3akpbiBasi IJ1a-
3a, KaTpuH Bce ellle 4yBCTBOBaJla €r0 HEHABUCTHBIN MOLEITYH,
Y 3TO BBI3BIBAJIO JIMIIIL OTBpailieHue. Eil XoTesnock crepers ¢ Ko-
KU CJief] KECTKHUX TI'y0, BHIJBOPHUTH U3 MAMATH BCE BOCIIOMUHA-
Hus. Ho, moxoxke, yeaoBeuecKuil MO3I yCTPOEH TakK, YTO HAJI0JTO
3aIlIOMUHAET camble HEMPUATHBIE MOMEHTHI. Jla elle MoCTOSHHO
CTPEMUTCS] HATIOMHUTb O HUX, BOCHPOU3BO/IS KYTKHE KAPTUHBI
B CHax.

[NorpyxeHHas r;1yoOKO B CBOUM MbICM, K3TpuH crieioBana 3a
CJIy’KaHKOH, KOTOpasi MOCTOSIHHO crieninia Kyaa-to. Ha si3bike y
JEBYIIIKU KPYTHJIACh Kyda BOIPOCOB, HO OHA TaK M HE peliajiach
UX 3a/1aTh, 3apaHee 3Hasl, YTO BPS/L JIU MOJIyUUT OTBETHI.

B xomie ux oxupan MoJoAOM MyXK4yuHa, ¢ KOTOpbIM Kot
BCTPETWJIACH €I11e B IEHb CBOETO MpHe3/1a, HO MMEHH ero TaK U He
cmorva y3Harbk. OH, ocMOTpeB K3TpHH ¢ HOT 10 I'OJIOBBI, PEInI,
HaKOHel, MPEJICTABUTHCS:

— A - Tomac Ilutuep, ynpasisionmii nomectbem. C cero-
JHSITHErO JHS Thl HAUMHACITh 3aHUMAThCs paOOTON 1O JIOMY.
Bce pacriopsixenust Oyaenib moaydars JMYHO OT MeHs1. U camoe



IJIaBHOE — MOKHU/IATh TIOMECThe TeOe CTPOro-HaCcTPOro 3arperie-
HO. fIcHo?

— SIcHo, — OypkHyna K91, HUCKOTBKO HE YIUBUBIIUCH MTOCIEI-
HeMy TpeOoBaHMIO. Bosbliie Bcero ee mopasusio, eciiu Obl pa3pe-
WY 3TO JIeJIaTh.

— Mbapu nokaxer Tebe MoMecTbe, U MOXKEIIb TOTOM OTITPAB-
JIAThCS HA KYXHIO — TaM TeOe CKaxyT, YTO JieJ1aTh, — MPOAOJIKA
otaaBath nopydenus: Tomac, He cBons ¢ KaTpun 3auHTepeco-
BaHHOTO B3MMIsiAa. U eil coBepIlieHHO He HPaBWIICS ITOT JIIOOO-
TMIBITHBIA B30P, CKOJIB3SIIMN O €€ JIMIY U Tey. leBylike gaxe
XOTEJIOCh IIOCKOPEE OKa3aThCs BHE I0JIS €r0 3PEHMUS.

Mbpu... Tak 3Bam ciayxkaHkKy, Kortopasg mnpuHocwia Kat
ofexay u eny. JleByika Obula HE OYE€Hb Pa3roBOPUYMBON U Oe3
JIVIIITHKX CJIOB TIOKA3bIBAJIa TIOMECThE, KPATKO OOBSCHSSA, UTO U
rae.

— A 4b€ 310 nomectrhe? — crpocuna KatpuH, paccmarpuBas
SIPKHE TIOPTPETHI, KOTOPHIMU OBbLITM YBEIIAHbI TPAKTUYECKU BCE
CTE€HbI KOPUAOPOB.

— Ilomectbe lanTOH nmpuHaiexkuT rpady JlaHToHy, — OTBe-
Tiia Mapu, B3IVISIHYB Ha CIIyTHUILY Kak Ha YMaJIMIIEHHYIO.

Huuero He orBetuB, Kot 3agymanacek: nonyvaercsi, Muiiesb
IIpUBE3 €€ B CBOE MOMeCThe. Jla elne MpUCTPOMII CITyKaHKOU.
«/HTepecHo, rpaduHs 3HAET, UTO 5 )KUBa?» — TYT Ke 03a4a4u-
Jlach BOIIPOCOM JieBYIIKa. Bpsn nu. MHave crapas jama He 1mo3-
BOJTIJIa OBl BHYKY 9TOTO czienaTh. HaBepHsika HacTosiia Obl Ha 3a-
ToueHuH OO Ha Ka3Hu. Ho ordero xe rpad mocTynui uMeH-



HO Tak? K3TpuH COBCEM HE BEPUJIOCH, YTO B HEM MOKET B3bIT-
parTb COBECTb WJIH KE KaJIOCTh. BCIOMHUB €ro BuepaliHue coBa,
JIEBYIIKA MPUIILJIA K BBIBOAY, YTO MHMIIIENb CUUTAET, YTO KU3Hb
1U1s1 Hee OynieT cTpaiHee cMepTH. [a, eil He CTOUT Jake paccuu-
THIBaTh Ha OJlarve HaMepeHusl, MOTOMY JIydllle JIMIITHUN pa3 He
BBICOBBIBaThCS. KyxHs Oyner mpekpacHON BO3MOXKHOCTBIO IS
KaTpuH aepxkarbes Nogaiblle OT €ro CBETJIOCTH.

He BbICOBBIBaTbCSI HE MOIYYUJIOCh BOBCE, BEPHEE, HEITPUAT-
HOCTHM CaMU HallUTU JeBYIIKY. Bo3Bpalasch B CBOM MOKOU TO-
ciie Tskesoro nHA, Kot coBepiieHHO He yyBcTBOBasa HOr. OT-
YEero-To BCs MPUCTYTra BOCIPUHSLIIA €€ MPUCYTCTBUE B IITHIKU,
a KOCTISIBasA KyXapKa ¢ BBICOKOMEPHBIM JIMLIOM BCSYECKH TIbITA-
Jach 3arpy3uth K9TpuH Tskenon u rpsi3Ho pabotoid. [leByika
3HaJIa, YTO OOJIBIIYIO YACTh 33/IaHUM, TIOPYYAEMbIX €i, JOJIKHBI
BBITOJIHATh MYKYMHBI, HO, HAJIESICh PACIONIOKUTh KyXapKy, OHa
MoOJT4a Jiesiaja Bee, 4To BesAaT. OIHAKO K KOHILY IHS MOHSIA, YTO
9TO BPsiA JId BO3MOXKHO: OT )KEHIIKHBI [TPSMO TaK U BESLIO HEAPY-
KEToOneM.

KaTpuH 11a, moutu 00,10KauMBasCh Ha CTEHY; TEJIO HBLIO, TIO-
X0’Ke, HE COBCEM OIPAaBUBIIKCH OT O0se3Hu. [la u paccTpoeHHbIe
YyBCTBA U3-32 OTHOIIIEHUS TIepCOHANIa ele OOJbilie BrOHSIA B
yHbIHEE. [leBymKa pemmia mpy moOoi yIaqHOW BO3MOKHOCTH
paccrpocutb Mapu 0 TOM, IOYEMY K HeW Takoe oTHoleHue. 1
MYCTh Ta TOXE HE CBETUTCS cUMMaTuel, Ho OoJbiie Kot Hukoro
3[IECh HE 3HaJIA.

— Kotpun? — neByiika B3ApOrHysa, ycjblaB MO3aau MyK-



cko# ronoc. U, pe3ko oOepHyBIINCh, HATKHYJIACh HA CTOSIIIIETO
3a cniuHoM Tomaca. MykuuHa CHOBa, HE MOprasi, yCTaBWICS Ha
ee JIMIIO, U ero ryObl UCKa3uia CTpaHHasl YJIblOKa.

— Kak niepBblit IeHb? — CIPOCHIT YIIPABJIAIONINM, YyTh 00JI0-
KOTHBILIUCh O CTEHY.

— IIpekpacHo, — coBpasia KatpuH, He coOupasich JT0Oe3HH-
YaTh C STUM HENPUSTHBIM TUTIOM. [ToueMy HerpusTHbIM, OHA He
MOHMMAaJIa, HO €€ MO3I CTPAaHHBIM 00Pa30M BOCIPUHUMAJ €T0 B
HITHIKU.

— Boimisaguius ycrano? — npoposiKall AONbITHIBATECS MYKUM-
Ha.

— Xouy crnarb, — OTpe3ajia JAEBYIIKA, Kejas IMOCKopee ya-
JuThCA. — Mory g ugru?

— Criemmiib ? — HeIOBOJIBHO cipocuil Tomac, BUAMMO MOCYU-
TaB, YTO OHA HE OLIEHWJIa €r0 CTOJIb IEIPOr0 BHUMAHUSI.

— Xotenock Obl MOCKOpPEe OTIOXHYTh, — MOCTApAIACh CMSIT-
yuTh rojaoc Katpus, pemms, 4To Jiydile He HaCTpauBaTh STOrO
JeJIoBeKa MPOTUB ceOsl.

— MoskeT ObITh, TOT/Ia Pa3peluiib MPOBOAUTH TedsI? — ¢ Co-
BCEM HEHCKPEHHE! YJIBIOKOU CITPOCHIT YITPABJISAIONTHI.

— A BBI BCEX CTy)aHOK MpoBoxkaete? — BoipBasics y KaTpun
HEOKUAAHHBIN BOIIPOC.

— Her, — ycmexnyiica Tomac. — TonbKO TeX, KOTOpbIE HPABAT-
col.

«Tak, TOJNIBKO 3TOr0 MHE €llle He XBaTaJlo», — IMPOU3HECHa
MbIcTIeHHO KaT, kenast Kak MOKHO CKopee N30aBUThHCS OT HaBsI3-



YHMBOTO MOIMYTYHKA.

— Crniacu60, KOHEYHO, 32 BHUMaHue! — OTBETWIIA JEBYIIKA C
HATSIHYTOM YJBIOKOH. — HO 51 ipekpacHO MOMHIO IOpOry, MO3TO-
My, AyMalo, HE CTOUT BaM TPaTUTh HA 3TO CBOE IParoliecHHOE Bpe-
Ms1. JloOpoit Houn.

Tomac nokpaches, BUIUMO, COBEPIIEHHO HE OXKUJas OTKA3a.
A K3TpHH TOpOIUIMBO MoluIa Npoyb, He kenast MpoaosKaTh Oe-
cefy. BHuMaHue ynpasisiolero e Obulo COBEPIIEHHO HE HyX-
HO, TaK e Kak 1 Jiloooro apyroro. EfMHCTBEHHOI 11eJTbIo IeBYIII-
KU OBUTIO BBUKHUTH, & C TUM, TIOXOKE, BOSHUKHYT CJIO)KHOCTH B
9TOM 3MEUHOM JIOTOBE.

21 rnaBa

KaTpun npocHynack Ha pacceeTe, U, CIIOJOCHYB JIMLO IPO-
XJIAJHOW BOAOM, OTIPaBWIAcCh Ha KyxHW0. lleBymika pemmia
NPEANPUHSTS €I1le O/IHY MOMBITKY HOAPYKUTHCS CO CITyKaHKaAMU.
Ho crouso eir oTBOpUTH ABEpb, KaK OHA MOHSAJA, YTO BPSJ JIU
13 3TOT'0 BBIMZET YTO-TO IyTHOE. [IeByIIIKM CEKyH1y Ha3aj Bece-
JIO 3aBTPAKaBILIKE 32 CTOJIOM, yBUIEB KaT, TyT %€ 3amomyaimu. A
KOTJIa OHa, MOJTYYUB CBOIO TOPIIHMIO, C MUJIOHN YJIBIOKOW ycenach
K HUM, U BOBCE IOBCKAKMBAJIM CO CBOMX MECT, YAAJIUBILIUCH B
CTOpOHY.

Anmnerut cpasy ke nokuHyn Katpun, u, onyctus riasa B Ta-
PEJIKY, OHa MPUHSIACh XMYPO KOBBIPSITh Kallly JepeBSIHHOM JIOK-
kou. Jlaxke B BO3AyXe BUTAJIO HANPSKEHUE; CIyKAHKU JEMOH-
CTpaTMBHO CTOPOHWIMCH K3T, mpuyeM BcsAYeckM HaMeKast ed Ha
910. K9TpHH HEe noHMMana, ¢ 4YeM CBS3aHO TAKOE OTHOLLIECHHE,



Beb HUYETO IJIOXOro OHa UM He caenana. U ycneimas ¢paszy,
OpOIIIEHHYIO OHOW M3 CITy’KaHOK, JIeBYIIIKA HAMPSIJIACh:

— Heroxe npuciyre cCUIeTh 3a OIHUM CTOJIOM C rpaduHen, —
cJioBa ObLIM MPOU3HECEHBI TUXO, HO TaK, 4yToObl KT Mormna ux
pacciblaTh, a OCTAIBHBIE JIEBULIBI 3aXUXUKAIW, TIOAJEPKUBAS
TOBOPUBIIYIO.

He Boigepxas, Katpun pe3ko Bckouwia m3-3a crona. OnHO
JIeJI0 TeprieTh HaCMeIIKK rpada, a Ipyroe — CHOCUTh NpeHedpe-
JKEeHHE ITUX AeBULL. «IIyCTh BBICKaXKyT MHE B JIMIIO, YEM 51 UM TaK
HE yroamia», — CkaB 3yObl, mogymaia Kot u Bciayx mpousHecrna:

— Yk He 3Hal0, OTYEro Bbl TOYUTE HA MEHs 3yObl, HO OYEHb
XOTeNOCh Obl y3HATh?

CnyXkaHKy B MMI 3aTUXJIA U ycTaBuinich Ha Katpun. Co cro-
POHBI BBITTISIZIENIO TaK, CIOBHO CTasi OXOTHMYBMX COOAK yBHUIENA
kposuka. Ho Kot um He kpormuk! W ecnu nmpuseTsbes, oHa TOxke
MOXET IMoKa3arh 3yObl. Yero yx eil 0oaTbcs?

—IpocruTe, Bala CBETIOCTh, €CJIM YeM OOU/IENN, — YCMEXHY-
JIach BBICOKasi OpIOHEeTKa, mpoxuras Katpun npespenuem.

— Ha, 1a, Mbl He co 371a, MO MIYMOCTH CBOEH OeCTOIKOBOM, —
MOJJIAKHYJIA Ipyrasi, CKpUBUB JIMLIO.

— Vk He JoHOcuTe Ha Hac rpady, — BCTYNWIA B AUCKYCCHIO
TPEThS, U BCE JPYKHO 3aXUXUKAIIH.

KaTpuH HenoHumamle Xjonaja pecHUIAMH, BO BCE Ivla3a
145 Ha 3TOT HMPK. YTO 310 Bee 3HAUUT? OTUEro Takoe BbICO-
koMepue? OTKyaa CTojibkO HeHaBucTU? [leBylKa Jaxe pacre-
pAIach, NMOJYYUB HEMAJIYIO ITOPLMIO IPE3PEHUS OT COBEPILIEHHO



HEe3HaKOMBIX Jnofieil. OHa OTKpblIa ObLIO POT, HO BCE CJIOBA CJIOB-
HO UCTIAPWJIACH. A TIO 9TOW Ky4YKe JAEBUI] BUIHO, YTO UM TOJILKO
Jaii TIOBOJI ee TIOKYCaTh.

— XBaTUT KyaxTaTh, BCEM ObICTPO padoTaTh! — CKOMaHAOBa-
JIa KyXapKa 3ByYHBIM T'OJIOCOM, U, HEJIOBOJILHO B3MIISIHYB Ha KaT,
OyaTo Obl OHa ObUIA 3aYMHINMIEH, MoOaBuiIa: — M Thl He cToM
CTOJIOOM, a IPUHUMANICS 3a Jef1a, UX y TeOs1 Hemaio!

Jlaxke morpy3MBIIKCH TIOJTHOCTHIO B padoTy, KaTpuH He Moria
BBIKMHYTh U3 TOJIOBHI yTPEHHIO Nepenaiky. OHa mbITansach mo-
HSATh, YeM HACTPOUJIa TIPUCITYTY TIPOTUB ceOsl, HO TaK U HE CMOT-
JIa HaWTH oTBeTa. HeBO3MOXKHO 3a mapy JIHEH HACTOJIBKO CUJIBHO
BO3HEHABUIETh HE3HAKOMOTO YeJioBeKa. Bo3aMoskHO, 3/1eCh 3amMe-
maH rpad? Benp on obeman, 4to ee KU3Hb He OyAeT JIETKOW.
B mo6om ciydae Kt pemmia Bcemu BO3MOKHBIMEA CIIOCOOAMU
PEIINTh 3Ty 3arajKy.

Bce norsITkH 3aroBOPHUTH ¢ KyXapKOH YBEeHUYAIUCh TIPOBAJIOM.
KenmuHa oOpbiBasia KSTpuH Ha MoycioBe, Harpyxasi HOBOU
pabotoii. M B KOHIIE KOHIIOB JIEBYIIIKA BBIMOTAJIACh TaK, YTO HE
YyBCTBOBaJIa COOCTBEHHBIX pyK. OHa OCTajach OJlHa Ha KyXHE
T1ocJie Y)XMHa, TOTOMY YTO UMEHHO el BeJIeJI BhIIPauTh TaM Bce
110 OJIecKa, J1a ellle ¥ BEIYUCTUTH I1edb. [locnennee BooO1e ObUI0
MYKCKOW pabOTOM, BPSI/L JIU €€ CHJI XBATUT, YTOOBI TIOTHOCTHIO
OTYMCTUTH rapb. Ho BEIOMpaTh He mpuxoauiock. [lepeMsiB ropy
nocyabl, KaT npucena Ha ceKyHy, 4TOOBI TIEPEBECTU JAbIXaHHE.

B nomecThe 1apuia TUIIMHA, BpeMs TIEpEeBaJI|IIO 3 ITOJTHOYb,
a BIepeu OCTaBajach elie camasi Tsokeaast padoTa. YApydeHHO



B3/I0XHYB, K3TpHH B3sij1a IETKY U3 KOHCKOT'O BOJIOCA U OITYCTH-
JICh Ha KOJIEHUW BO3JIE €Y. 3arisiHyB BHYTpb, OHA MOAyMalla,
YTO Ty BOOOIIE HUKOTJA HE YMCTHIIN, TOTOMY YTO KOIOTh ObLiIa
TOJILIMHOM B HECKOJIBKO TAJIbLIEB.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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