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TarbsaHa AJjas
CoocrBennoctr Makca

I'maBa 1

Keccu nake He MoHsIa, Kak BCEe CIIYYHIIOCh U UTO MPOU3OIILIO, KOTJIa BMECTO MaMbl C PajjoCT-
HOU ¥ JIIOOSIIICH YJIBIOKO#, MPUBETCTBYIONICH BO3BpAIlleHHE JI0USPH U3 IIKOJIbI, HA TIOPOre UX J0Ma
JEBYIIKY BCTPETUJI OTPOMHBIN CTPAIIHBIA OT ypoIIMBOro mmpama amOan. OH CeKyHIy CMOTpeN Ha
Hee IMYCTHIM M PaBHOAYIITHBIM B3IJISIZIOM, a TIOTOM BIPYT PE3KO M OeCIIepEeMOHHO CXBATUJI OJJHOBpE-
MEHHO 3a PyKY ¥ 32 BOJIOCHI, YTOOBI TOUHO HE BBIPBAJIach, 3aTeM Ipyo0o Bramwi BHYTphb. OHa MombITa-
J1ach ObLIO IEPHYTHCS, HAXOMSCH B OIETICHEHUW HETIOHUMAaHWs1, HO Oyraii ee Tak U JiepKall, He JaBasi
TIOIIEBENTUTLCS U TeM Oosiee BbIpBaThcs. Keccr, kak Oyaro oTcTpaHeHO HaOMomana 3a MPOUCXOs-
M. OHa JIMIIb 3aMeTHIIa, Kak ee PIOK3aK ¢ yueOHUKAMU MeIJIEHHO U TUIABHO COCKOJIB3HYII C TUIeYa
¥ T'YJIKO YTl B IOJTHOW TUIIUHE. YyBCTBYS KPENKYI0 XBaTKy MYKUMHBI, OHA JIWIIb K1aj1a, 4To Oy/ieT
nanbie. Bee mpoucxopsiiee ceiyac Ka3ajioch JIEBYIIKE HepeaTbHbIM, HEIOHSATHBIM CHOM WJIM KHHO,
KOTOpO€ OHAa CMOTPUT U He MOxeT ouHyThcsl. OT cTpaxa u 1moka B rojiose Keccu Obuia TONBKO 3Be-
HSAIIas MyCTOTA.

Tyt neByoHKa! — BAPYT MPOKpHYAI TPOMUIIA KOMY-TO HAPOUUTO 'POMKO, — UTO C HEH JiesaTh?

—Tamm ee ciona! [TocMoTpuM, YTO TYT y Hac! — pa3majcs XOJOAHBI HE3HAKOMBIN JICBYIIIKE
MYKCKOM T'OJIOC B OTBET MOYTH CPa3y U3 UX TOCTUHOM, KOTOPYIO OHUM BCEH CEMbEH C TaKOH JIIOOOBBIO
oOycTpauMBa/v IIECTh JIET Ha3a]. TaM OHa HapsbKajia ¢ POAMTESIMH Ha Kaxjaoe PoxziecTBo enky,
ycrpauBasuch cembeld [Iau brarogapenus v nens Beex CBATHIX, U Tj1e BOOOIIE JTIOOMIN BCe BMECTe
B KPYT'y CEMbH IIPOBOIUTH BPEMSI.

Amban XMBIKHYJT |, Jake He CMOTPsI Ha Hee M He OTIycKast BOJIOChl, motanmi Keccu, coBep-
IIIEHHO He 3a00TsICh O TOM, YCIIeBaeT OHa WM HeT, OOJIbHO e Wi HeT. JIeByIIKe TOIBLKO OCTAaBaJIOCh
ObICTpee TepeIBUraTh HoraMu M He 3a0bIBaTh, KakK JIBIIIATh, B IOJTHOM HEMOHMMAHHUH, YTO IPOUCXO-
aut. CpocUTh 3TO Y TPOMUJIBI OHA TIPOCTO OOSLIACH.

Koraa oHn okazaiuck B TOCTHHOM, TO MEpBBIM JiesioM Keccu yBujiena, 4To Be3jie morpom, Bce
MOOUTO M CJIOMAHO, KaK OyATO TYT IpOIIEN yparaH, a MecTaMu, K ee yxkKacy, efl Jake MoKa3aloch
ObUM Ciiesibl KpoBU. Bee 310 OHa yBUjIeNa MeJbKOM, MCIOIIO0bsI, IIOTOMY UTO BBIIPSIMUTD TOJIOBY
eil He JaBajia 00JIb OT HATSAHYTHIX 0 Mpeiesia BOJIOC B XBaTKe amOaia. Y JIEeBYIIKU OT 3TOro ObUIO
OIIYIICHUE, YTO C Hee CHUMAIOT CKaJIbIl 32)KMBO, a PyKa MYXUHMHBI JIA)Xe HU pa3dy He JPOTHY/a B
coMHeHMU. HakoHell OH MOIBOJIOK ee K JIIDOMMOMY TMalMHOMY Kpeciy B cThiie 18 Beka, B KOTOpoM
OTell TaK JIIOOWIT CHUIETh U YATATh ra3eTy UM CMOTPETh HOBOCTH. A Tereph B HEM CHIE)T HE3HAKOMBII
YXOXKEHHBIN MYXYMHA JIET T10 MATHAECST, MOKET UyTh MOJIOXKE, C IMUKOM OZIETHII B YEPHBIN KOCTIOM C
UTOJIOUKU M CMOTPEJI KyAa-TO B CTOPOHY C YCTAJIBIM U HEMHOTO Pa3pakeHHBIM BbIPAXKEHUEM JIMIIA.

— Hy kak, BBl 3aKOHUWIN y3ke TaM? — IPOU3HEC OH HEIOBOJIBHO.

B oTBeT pazganock yTBepauTesbHOE:

—IIa, 6occ!

INocrapaBimcy He3aMeTHO MPOCIIEOUTh 3a B3MIAIOM He3Hakomia, Keccn ckocmna riasza, He
nMesi BO3MOKHOCTh TIOBEPHYTb T'OJIOBY MOJIHOCTBIO, U TYT e 32)KMYPUJIACh M CYIOPOKHO BBIJJOXHYJIA
oT yxkaca. OHa MOMEHTAJIbHO OTBEJIa I71a3a, He B CUJIaX CMOTPETh, HO TYT Xke IMOHsIA, YTO, YBUJIEB
9TO, yKe He 3a0yleT HUKOIa. A OT KapTUHBI, KOTOpasl CTOsUIa TeTrieph Mepell ee Ta3aMu, CUJIbI 1
cama KM3Hb MeJIICHHO, HO BEPHO YTEKaJld M3 e€e Tela, a IVia3a HeBOJIbHO HAIONHSIIMCh CIIE3aMH.
B roprie neBymiky BCTasl KOM, OHA Jake He MOIJIa BCXJIMITHYTh TOJIKOM, XOTsI TIOJTHOTO OCO3HAHUSI
CIIy4HMBIIIerocs emie He ObU10. Keccu BApYT MoYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO ceiyac MoTepsieT CO3HAHUE, IIOTOMY
YTO B yIIIaX 3a3BEHEIIO, 3peHHe MPOMaio, 00 MOKpbLIa ucriaprHa. M oHa Obl yriana, ey O He KecTKast

5



T. Anas. «CobcTBeHHOCTH Makca»

XBaTKa aMOasia, OT Yero ee BOJIOCH B €r0 PyKe HATSHYJIMCh IO TaKOW cTerieHH, uTo Keccr BCkpuKkHYy Ta
oT 0OJIM, ¥ TOJILKO 3TO MpUBEJIO ee B 4yBCTBO. Ho, He BBIIepkaB IIOKa, TEJIO IEBYIIKH OOMSKIIO, U
OHa 0Ee3BOJILHO yIajia Ha YeTBEPEHBbKU Iepes] STUM He3HAKOMBIM MYKUMHOM, K CYACThIO, TPOMUJIA
TMO3BOJIIII €i 3T0. V1 BOT OHa CTOsi/a, CKJIIOHUB TOJIOBY B Y)Kace yTparhl, He UMesl CUJT IakKe TIAKaTh.

Keccu He yBuena jertaeid, HO TIOHsIA cpa3y, YTO OTeIl M MaTh MEPTBbL. BIIeTHOCTh MX JIHII,
00e3IBMKEHHOCTD TeJT CKa3aJiv el 00 9TOM, XOTs OHa HUKOT/A B )KU3HU He Bujena Tpymnos. Ho ceii-
yac JeByIka Oblla yBepeHa, uTo I HUX Bce KOHUeHO. [lake CTOH He MOT BBIPBAThCS M3 €€ ropia,
HACTOJIBKO OHA OblJIa YHUUTOXEHA, pa3faBiieHa CIyurBIIMMCS. Bes ee cuactimBasi mpeskHsis Oe33a-
OOTHast )XW3Hb B 3TOT KOPOTKUI MUT pa3dmiack BapeOesru. [locreneHHo, MeIJIeHHO B BSI3KOE 3aTy-
MaHeHHOe co3HaHMe Keccu mpocaunBasioch, 4To OOJIblIe He OyIEeT BeCcesbIX MPa3IHeCTB, MOLETyeB
MaTepy Ha HOUb, CMeXa OTIIa, CUACThsI UX OOBSITUIN U TOJIOCOB JIIOOMMBIX poauTeseid. VX Oosbiiie HeT,
a 0 ToM, 4TO OyJIeT C Hell caMol, OHa Jakke He 3a/lyMbIBajiach ceryac.

—Yro c Het genaTh? — CIPOCUIT PABHOAYIITHO aMOaJl, cjierka IMHYB HeCYaCTHYIO B OOK, TOTOBBI
cHesaTh YTO YrOJHO IO TIPUKA3Yy.

MyX4rMHa HaKOHEI| MoCMOTpel mpsiMo Ha Keccu, HENOBOJIBHO MPHIIYpUIICS, a TIOTOM 3a/1y-
MaJICSl HA CEKYH/Iy U CKa3al:

—Y06eii, MHe OHa He HyXHa. Tenepb ceMbsl pacIlIaTHIIAC.

JleByIKa JUITh KpaeM CO3HAHUSI TIOHSIA, YTO HACTYITWIIA U ee TOCTIe/IHSS MUHYTA B TAKOM eIlie
KOPOTKOH ;ku3HU. YTO MOIIa OHa ycIeTh 3a CBOM HemojHble ceMHaauaTth? Bee, o yuem Kecen korpa-
OO0 MevuTasa ¥ rpe3mia: o JoOBHU, CeMbe, YCIIeXe U CUYACThe — BCe ITO Terepbh 000PBETCS B KaKyIo-
TO CEeKYH/1y, Ia)Ke JOJI0 CEKYH/IbI, M CJIOBHO €€ CaMoy 1 He ObLJI0 Ha OeJIoM CBeTe.

«XoTsl, BO3MOXKHO, 9TO K Jydiiemy, s He Oyay CTpajaTh OT TMOTepU pOgUTeNel, He Oymy
MYUYUTBCS OT 3TOW Oou, He OyeT O0JIe3HEHHBIX TPO0O M OMHUOOK», — TIOAyMasia BAPYT JEBYIIKa C
(atam3mMoM 1 HEOXKUIAHHON OTCTPAHEHHOCTHIO, — «BIepeIn OyIET TOIBKO MOKO».

Bce 310 mponecniock B ee rojioBe JEeBYIIKH, MOKa Ta MPOCTO CTOsIa HA YeTBEPEHbKAX U, 3aMe-
peB, kJaia, Korja xke Bce yke ciayuntcs. Ha Hee B 9TOT MOMEHT Harasia Kakasi-Ta MoJHasl anaTus,
BCE CTAJIO HEOXKUJIAHHO ITyCTHIM M OECCMBICJICHHBIM, BCSI 9Ta BO3HS B TOIBITKE BBIKUTH CMEIHA U
6ecrione3na. Ho Keccu Bce paBHO He cMena MOJHATD I71a3a, He 3Has1, YTO OHU BBIOEPYT, XOTs Mpe-
riofiarasa, 4to 3To OyeT 4To-To ObICTpOe, Kak MmyJis, HarpuMmep. OHa BAPYT MOAyMala, YTo TO ObUIO
OBl JTyuraM BapuaHToM. O Xy/IIeM el JymMaTh He XOTeJI0Ch, MHAue IeBYIIIKA TOYHO 3HAJIA, YTO MHOTO
6omu He BbIAepAKUT. OHA yKe MOYTH MeuTasia O OBICTPOU U JIETKOW CMEpTH, Aaxe He Halesch U He
JOITyCKasi, YTO MOXeT cracTuch. M BoT, korga Keccr yBunena G0KOBBIM 3peHHEM JIBUKEHUE amOalia,
BBIHUMAIOIIIETO TIHCTOJIET, BAPYT MOHSB, YTO B KUHO BCE 3TO BHIIVISANUT TaK OMACHO-POMAHTUYHO, 2 B
JKU3HU MOXET POKaTh TOJBKO yKac M Mapaind 0OpeYeHHOCTH, TUIIMHY HAPYLIHJI PEe3KHUA MOJIOIOM
roJIoc.

— X3HK, cToii!

— 3auem 310 Tebe, Makc? — cipocu My KYMHA, CUISIIIN B Kpeclie, TOBEPHYBIIUCh K KOMY-
TO JIUIIOM.

— Cuwuraii, OTell, 4TO 3TO MOsI MPUXOTh, — OTBETUJ BCE TOT K€ TOJI0C, — Y MEHs €CThb OJlHa
3aJyMKa, a 3Ta AEBYOHKA BIOJIHE MOIXOAUT IS Hee.

— V 1ebs Bcerna Kakue-to OpefoBbie ujen! — HeJOBOJIBHO MpoOypUal CTapIIuid MyKUMHA. —
Ho pa3 sta nuranuia MHe He Hy)XHa, MOXeIlIb JeaTh C Hel YTO XOYelllb, HO UMeW B BUJLY, YTO €CJIH
oHa TeOe He TIOIoUET, Oy/IeT CIUIIIKOM CTPOITHBA WJTH BOOOIIEe OyJeT MemaThCs ol HOTaMH, TO I
MPUKAXKy ee yOuTh. MHe KakeTcsl He CTOSIIIAM BO3UThLCS C HEW U TPaTUTh BpeMs!

— XO0poI10, — CMOKOWHO M PaBHOAYIITHO MPOU3HEC BTOPOH TOJIOC, — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 3TO MOE
BpeMs.

B stoT %¢ MomeHT Keccu GectiepeMOHHO M OOJIe3HEHHO CXBATHIIM 34 IUIEUO, U TOT CAMBIN
MOJIOIOH TOJIOC YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPBIH TOJIBKO UTO CIIAcC €€ OT CMEPTH, IbIXaHHe KOTOPOH OHa YiKe MpaK-
THUYECKH YyBCTBOBAJIA Y JIUIA, PA3AaJICs MPSAMO y Hee Hafl yXOM:
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— Tenepb THI MOsI COOCTBEHHOCTH U JIOJIKHA JIeNaTh BCE, UTO 51 CKaxy — uHaye ympenib. Hane-
10Ch, ThI HE TIOJTHAS {ypa U OyJelIb CIyIIaThCsl.

Keccn naxe He cMmena CIIoTHYTb, a TeM OoJiee B3IJITHYTh Ha Hero. OHa elle He OCO3HauIa, YTo
OyleT KuTb, a TeM OoJiee TO, YTO OH TOJIBKO UTO CKa3all. B ee ronoBe ku3Hb ee yxke 3aKOHUMIIACh, a
9TO OBLIO JIUIIL BPEMEHHON OTCPOYKOM, JOTIOTHUTEILHOM IMBITKOW U W3/IEBKOU CYIBOBI.

— ThI moHsa? — cKaszaj BAPYT TOJI0C XKecT4e U pa3apakeHHee, BUIUMO MOHSIB, YTO OHA HUKAK
HE pearvpyer, — KUBHH, €CJIH Ja.

Ho neBymika Bce paBHO He JBHTajiach, HAXOASCh B IIOKE U OLIETIEHEHUH HABAJMBIIMXCS HA
Hee 32 KaKue-TO CUMTaHHble MUHYTHI Oell M HecuacTuil. B 3TOT e MUr oHa modyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK ee
PE3KO M OOJIE3HEHHO CXBATHIIN 32 XBOCT BOJIOC U TSHYT HAa3a/l, 3aCTaBJIsAsl 3aKMHYTh TOJIOBY 10 OOJH
B 1mee. U Terepp, CTOSI HA YeTBEpeHbKaxX C 3aKMHYTOM Ha3aJl TOJIOBOM, ee B3I yHepcs B MOYTH
YepHbIe XOJIOJHbIE I71a3a MOJIOIOTO YeJIoBeKa JieT ABaauary Tpex. OHa Bujena TOJIBKO 3TO B3IV,
TIOJIHBIA HEHABUCTH, HE OCO3HABAsl M HE 3aMevasi, Kakasi TOT BHIIVISIUT. A I0HOIA, CMOTpSI Ha Hee,
MPE3PUTENTHHO TIPOLIETUII:

— Ecnn He Oynmems MeHs ciaymarbesi, s1 Te0st oobio. CHIBHO, YTO JIONTO HE OYyXaellbCsl.
[Toatomy oTBevaii WM KMBai, KOrjia TOBOPIO 3TO JiesaTh!

Keccu He oTpbIBasick cMOTpeJa B €ro 171a3a, YyBCTBYS OT MX XOJIOJHOCTH Mapau3yIoNi yxKac,
Y JaXe He MOIJIa CIJIOTHYTh OT IIOKa MJTM OT TOJIOKEHUSI TOJIOBBI, B KOTOPOM OH JiepKaJl ee. XOTsI OHa
BCE-TaKH TOMBITAJIACH BBIMOJIHUTD €r0 MPHKa3, HEOKUIAHHO 3aX0TeB KUTh. HO TyT ke B oT4assHUM
AEBYIIKA TIOH:IA, YTO BO PTY MEPECOXJIO M Jake XKejas c/esaTh TaK, KaK OH TOBOPUT, HE B CHJIaX
OTKPBITh POT U TIPOU3HECTH XOTh CJIOBO.

— Makc, — pazfgajicsi HeIOBOJIBHBIH TOJIOC OTIA IOHOIIH, HAOMIOAABIIMN BCIO CIIEHY JI0 9TOrO
MOJT4Ya, — OHa CTPOITHBA WJIH IJIyTa, 3a4eM C Heil Bo3uThesi? [laBaii X9HK IPOXHET ee, KaK 5 cKazal,
U JIeJIO C KOHIIOM, a JIOM BCE PaBHO CIIAJIUM.

— Her, — orBeTHs napens, mpofoikas aepxarb Keccu B ToM ke NOJI0KeHNH, TOBEPHYBIIUCH K
OTILy, — y TeOsl CBOM UI'PYIIKH, a Y MeHs1 CBOU. Thl OT/Ia ee MHE U TOuKa!

— Bo3uce, ecniu Tebe HpaBUTCs, — HEAOBOJIBLHO MPOBOPYAT TOT, YKe BCTaBasi C Kpecna. — Mbl
31eCh 3aKOHYMJIH, Terlepb Oy/IeT BCEM YPOKOM, YTOOBI HETTOBAHO OBLIIO OpaTh TaKKMe CyMMBI 1 JIe/IaTh
BU/JI, YTO HUKOMY HUYEro He JIOJKEH, a IOTOM ellle yIpokaTh MHe. — A TO BECb €ro OM3HEC, 3TOT JAOM
— BCE BBICTPOEHO Ha MOM JIEHbIM, & OH 3axoTel emie Oonbie! He roBopsi 0 ToM, 4TO OH crenal, —
HEOKUJIAHHO Pa30TKPOBEHHUYAJICS MYKUHMHA.

Vke BCTaB, OH KMUBHYJI €Ille OIHOMY amOaJty, KOTOPBIH /IO 9TOTO CTOSUT Y TeJ ee POauTeNeH, 1
TOMY, KTO npuBen Keccu, 3aTeM OHM Bce BTPOEM HECHEIIHO BHIIIUIM U3 FOCTUHOM. Kak Tosbko oter
MOKMHYJT KOMHATY, Makc pe3Ko OTITyCTHII €€, U JIEBYIIIKA, HAKOHEII, CMOIJIa CITIOTHYTb M BBIIOXHYTb.
Ee rosnoBa TyT ke 0e3BOJILHO KaK y OOJIBAHYMKA OISATH MOBUCIIA BHU3, YTO OHA MOIJIA BU/IETh TOJIBKO
KPacuBBII KOBEP, C TAaKO# JII0OOBBIO BEIOPaHHBIN Koraa-to Mamoi. Crutkl HokuHy M ee, u Keccu mpo-
CTO TIPOAOJIKAJIA CTOSITh HAa YETBEPEHbKAX M HE MOIJIA TIOJHATHCS WK JaXke TOIIEeBEIUThCS.

— Yro 3amepna, monuiu! — CKOMaHI0BAaJ ee XO35IMH, 1 HeCUacTHasl yBU/IeNa JIMIIb ero yAassio-
1eecsi K BBIXOJY U3 KOMHAThI HAUYMIIIEHHbIE YepHbIe OOTUHKH 10 MATKOMY KOBpY.

Keccn tak u He apuranack. IIpocto He morna. Eif OblI0 TpyAHO ABINIATH, TPYAHO TOBOPHTH,
TPYIHO CTOSITh, TPYAHO XUTh. HO TYT ke HaJ onsATh pa3jajics HEHABUCTHBIN MOJIOION TOJoC, HEelOo-
BOJIbHBIN €I0:

— Ecnu He xouenib monpoOoBaTh peMHsI WJIM MOETO KyJaka ObICTpO BCTaJIa U MOIIUIA, U UMEN B
BUJIY, 51 HE TaKOW JOOPBIH Kak Mot otell. f He yObio TeOs1, He qaM Tede Tak JIerKo UCKYIHTh BCE TO, YTO
chenaia TBost ceMbsl. K coxkarnenmio, s He ycren, a To Obl YTOBOPHJI OTIIa He yOUBATh TBOMX POIUTENCH
TOXE, YTOOBI OHU TIOMYYMJIUCH Toponbie. Ho, K cyacTbio, octanach Thl. Tak 4ToO W IUIATUTH 32 BCE
Oyenb Thi!

Makc caenan nay3sy, a o4YTH YepHbIe I71a3a rOpeid HEHABUCTHIO.
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— INoBeps, oueHb noporo miatuth! M 3Hail-s1 He qam Tebe yMepeTb, Kak Obl Thl HE IBITANIACh,
Kak OBl HU ITBITAJIaCh, — HA TOM OH OIISITh CXBATHUJI €€ 32 BOJIOCHI M IPAKTHUYECKU MOBOJIOK K BBIXOLY. —
Ternepb T MOst COOCTBEHHOCTh. Most cobauka. Moi JOMAaITHUI «ITUTOMEI]» | — TOBOPWIT OH TIPU STOM,
a Keccu ene nepedbupana 6e3BOJIbHBIMA HOTaMU, TIHITAsICh BCTaTh C YETBEPEHEK U IMOCMETh 3a HUM,
ele He OCO3HaBasl, YTO ee MpeKHer )KU3HH OOJIbIIIe HET, a HOBAsl CTpAIllHA U HEOIPe/Ie/IeHHA.

Ha nocneqnux cioBax 10HOIIA TPAKTUYECKU BHITOJIKHYJI €€ U3 IOMa U pacCMesyICs XOJIOAHBIM
MCTUTEJILHBIM CMEXOM €l B CIIMHY, OT KOTOPOTO y JE€BYILLIKU MOXOJIOAEIO BCE BHYTPH.
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I'maBa 2

Makc Tak u Taimi ee JO MallvHbI 32 BoJIockl. Keccu mbITanack cka3arh emy, 4TO OHa HUKY/IA
HE JICHETCS U 4TO €€ MOKHO OTIYCTUTb, HO Ka3aJ10Ch, caM (PAKT TOTO JIOCTABJIST €My HEMMOBEPHOE
YIOBOJILCTBUE.

— Hy, noxanyiicra! — menrana oHa, a cjie3bl PU 3TOM TUXO KaTUJIKCh T10 JIUILY JEBYILKH.

Ho ToT He oOparan Ha ee BCXJIMITBI HUKAKOrO BHUMaHUsI. Tak OHM JIOLUIM JI0 TPEeX UYEPHBIX
MaIlIMH, PUMAPKOBAHHBIX Y JOMA.

«Kak s ux He 3ameTmiia?» — pactepssHHO noaymana Keccu, mo3aHo MOHSB, YTO MO CBOEH ke
OeCIeYHOCTH Yroiniia B CMEPTENIbHYIO 1JIs1 ceOsl JIOBYIIIKY. BepHee, oHa yxke Terepb 00s1ach, 4To
CMepTh OblJIa ObI HAOOOPOT MPUATHBIM N30ABJICHHUEM.

— Kyna neBuonky, Makc? — cripocuii OIMH U3 aMOaJIoB, TIOAXO/s1 K HUM.

— B GaraxHUK, — XOJIOJIHO CKa3aJl OH, HAKOHEI[ OTITYCTHB €€ TOJIBKO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI TOJIKHYTh
B PYKH cripocuBilero. — TobKO MpeBapuTesIbHO 3aKJIel el pOT U CBSIKU PyKU. §l He Xouy 1o TBoew
6e3a1abepHOCTH JIUIINUTHCS CBOSH UTPYIIKU, — IPOM3HEC MApeHb KECTKO.

Keccu cnymmana ux pa3roBop ¥ He MOIJIa OCO3HATh, UTO STOT PA3rOBOP O KAKOM-TO HEOLYIIIeB-
JIHHOM TpeIMeTe UJEeT UMEHHO O Hell. [leByIliKa JuIb YyBCTBOBAJIA U MOHMMAJIA, YTO HACTOIBKO
TMOJIaBJICHA, & CKOpee, pa3laBiieHa BCEM CITyYHMBIIMMCS, YTO JIAXE CHJI TOIBITAThCS OeXaTh WM
CKPBIThCSI Y HEe HET, a eCTh OIIyIIeHHe TOJTHON oOpedeHHOCTH. UTO Bee Oecrolie3Ho, Kak Obl OHa
He XOTeJ1a n30eXkaTh TOro WM YTO-TO U3MEHUTh. TeM BpeMeHeM ee Ipy0o CXBATWIIU, CBSA3ATIM PYKH
BIIEpE/IY, 3aKJICUIU POT U TOJIKHYJIY, 4 OHA TOJIbKO U YBHU/IENA 3aKPHIBAIOIIYIOCS KPBILIKY OaraxHuKa
HaJ COOOM.

«[IpsiMo Kak Tpod», — oIyMalia OHa, a TeJIO yKe MBITAIOCh YCTPOUTCS yIoOHee, B TO BpeMs Kak
Kakue-J1100 MBICIH MTPOCTO OTCYTCTBOBAJIU. Bee ee cylliecTBO He MOIIIO MOBEPUTH B MPOUCXOISIIEE,
B TO, YTO POAUTENEH OOJbIIIe HET, & OHA CaMa HaXOJUTCS B PyKaX KaKoro-To HEHOPMAaJIbHOTO CaAUCTa
WA MaHbsIKa.

Brpyr uMeHHO MBICITIb O POIUTENSAX, 00 MX CMEPTH, OKa3alach TEM CaMbIM SIKOpPEM, 3a KOTO-
pblil B OTYASsIHUM 3alIeMWIOCh YIUIbIBaollee co3Hanue Keccu, u Torga ciessl pydbeM MOTEKJIN U3
ee a3 B 6e3yaep:kHoM rope. OHa cHavasia elie NbITajaach CB3aHHBIMU PYKaMH BBITUPATh UX, HO
MOTOM MOHS$IJIA, YTO 3TO OECIONe3HO M HEHYKHO, J1a M KaKOe UMeJIo cefiuac 3HaYeHue, OT Yero mnepe-
crana. [Tostomy Teneps MpocTo Jiekaa, a ee TeJIo COAPOraaoch B phlAAHUSIX, KOTOPbIE TPUHECTH XOTh
HeOosbInoe ooerdyenue. Bckope oHa 3a0bL1ach B TPEBOKHOM U CITACHTENIBHOM CHE TIOCIIE UCTEPHKH.

—9it, Makc, 1a oHa ycHyJa! — ¢ FOroToM IMPOU3HEC HEOKUIAHHO TOJIOC HaJl HEll BMECTe C Pe3KO
OCJIETUISIIONIAM CBETOM, — HY | JeBuoHKa! Jla ei, HaBepHO, IPOCTO HPABHUTCS Takoe oOpaieHue!
OTganib ee MHe, Koraa HaJoecT?

— XBaruT yxke! — OTBETUII eMy BCe TOT ke MOJIOZION T0JI0C CIIOKOWHO, — OHA BPSIJI JIU MHE HAJ10-
€CT, Y MEHsI Ha Hee OOJIbIINE TIIaHbl, TAK YTO HE CTOUT HA/IEAThCS.

— Xaup, — MCKpeHHe MPOTSHYJT TOBOPUBILIUIA.

Keccu yxe oTKpbLIa r1a3a, KOTOpbIe 10 3TOro 32)KMYypHJIa OT CBETa MOCJIe JOIroro npedblBaHUs
B TeMHOTe. [lepe/1 Heli pacCTHIIANIOCh B BBIIMHE Oe3MATE)RHOE Toy0oe HeOO C MaJIeHbKUMU CMEIII-
HBIMU TYYKaMH, JIEHUBO MPOILIHIBAIOIIIMMU MUMO. Bce mpoaokano KUtk CBOEH KU3HBIO, He B3Upasi
Ha ee HeB3rojibl. JleByIlKa HECYaCTHO B3J0XHYJIA, TIOHUMAs, YTO Tereph OJHA Ha OEJIOM CBeTe.

OHa HHMKaK He MOIJIa TIOHATh U YBUIETh, KyJla ee MPUBE3JH, He 3HaJIA, CKOJILKO MPOIILIO Bpe-
MeHu. Co3HaHue ee ellle ObLIO MyTaHO OT BCEX COOBITHIA.

— I'ne a? — xoTenock CrpocuTh €, HO poT OBUT 3aKJieeH, a moToMy y Keccr Nosyqmsioch Jiniib
[JIyX0€e MblYaHHe. A TIOTOM cpa3y C MOJHbIM BO3BPAILIEHUEM CO3HAHUSI OHA MOHSIA, YTO XOYeT MUTh
U €CTb, a ellle B TyasieT. OpraHusm Bce ellle MPoAoKal (PyHKIIMOHUPOBATh, KaK HU CTPAHHO.
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«Kax MHe um ckazarb 00 3ToM?» — B yKace Mmogymaia JeByIKa, MOHUMas1, 9TO J0JIrO He BhIAEp-
KHT, a CKa3aTh C 3aKJICCHHBIM PTOM HUYETO HE MOXeET.

— [puBenu ee Ko MHEe B KOMHaTy, — Opocuii Makc Ha XOfy | TIOIIeN B HAITPaBJIeHUH 3JaHUS,
kotopoe Keccu uiib MeTbKoM yBHIEA, KOT/Ia €€ 3aKHAbIBAIN Ha IJIEUO U MIOHECITH BHU3 TOJIOBOM Ha
rieve. Terepb OHa MOTJIa HAOIOATh TOIBKO AKKYPATHO MOACTPUKEHHBIN Ta30H U IOPOKKY, KOTOPbIS
MIPOTLILIBAJIM TIEPE] €€ B3OPOM, TOKa IIIeJI ee «IepeHOCYrK». [1o B JomMe okazascst IOporum, a caMmo
30aHue, Cy/s 10 TOMY, Kak JIOJro ee HeCIIH, TOXe HeMaJleHbKoe. [lake To, 4To OHa BUjiesia TOBOPHUIIO
O TOM, YTO ITO POCKOIIHBINA 0cCOOHAK. HO BOT, HakoHeIl, ee BHECIM B KOMHATY U COPOCHIIM Ha TIOJ,
KaK MEIIOK, U TOJIbKO TOTJ]a OHA CMOTJIa OCMOTPeThesl. OOCTaHOBKA TOM I0CTATOUYHO OOJIBIIION KOM-
HaThl ObLJIA COBPEMEHHOU U 00CTaBJIeHa CO BKYCOM. Bce BhIep:kaHO B TEMHBIX TOHAX, a IMOCTEJh HEe
3arpapiicHa. K ynquBIIeHHIO IEBYIIIKY, Jaxe TOCTeIbHOe Oejibe ObLJI0 YepPHBIM, HO SIBHO JJOPOTHM.

— OX, — BBIJIOXHYJIa OHA B UCITyTe, CYIOPOKHO OTJISIBIBASCh.

B 310 Bpems B KOMHaTy U3 rapaepoOHO# BbIesl Makc, yke BMECTO YepHoO pyOaiiku U Oplok
OZIETHI BO UTO-TO OoJiee mpocToe, HO Toxke TeMHoe. OH cMmoTpen Ha Keccu, MeieHHO moaxons, a
3aTeM BCTaJl HaJl Hell KaK WCIIOJIMH HaJ| KAIKUM YeJIOBEUMIITKOM.

— Jato Tebe necaTh MUHYT Ha BaHHY U TyaJleT ¥ BO3Bpalaics cioia xe. Eciu Tel He Oymenib
CHJECTh Ha 3TOM € MeCTe B Ha3HauUeHHOE BpeMs — s TpUay 3a TOOOW caM U MpuBOJIOKY. M MHe
Oy/leT Bce paBHO, rje MMeHHO s TeOst 3actany. Ho ecim 310 ciyuwrcs, To TeOe MPUIEeTCs II0XO.
Thbl OHsANA? — COPOCKT OH KakK y AypOoukd. [ OBOps 3TO, OH pa3BsA3all €l PyKU U OTKJICUB PE3KUM
JBVDKEHUEM CKOTY CO pTa.

— a, — xuBHyna Keccy, yxe mMeuras ObIcTpee MonacTb B TyaseT.

—UYro cunum?! — psSBKHYJI OH TYT K€, BU[IA, UTO JEBYIIKA TaK ¥ cCUAWT. M Torga oHa, Kak MorJa
OBICTPO, BCKOUMJIA M HA HETHYIIIUXCS HOTaX, a B UTOTe MPAKTUYECKH Ha YeTBEPEHbKAX MOTOJI3TIA T/,
KyZa OH IOKa3aJl, TOBOPs1 O BAHHOM.

Korma oHa 3akoHUYmMIa OCHOBHOE, TO Y Hee ObLIO OIIyIIeHHe, UYTO Y Hee eCTh eIlle MUHYTHI IBe. A
MOTOMY JIeBYIIKa OBICTPO MOMBLJIA JIUIIO, TPOIIOJIOCKAIa POT OT BKYyca KeJYH, BCE ele OIIyIaeMOro
BO PTY OT yBUAeHHOro. OHa yxke Oblla TOTOBa BHIXOIUTh, YTOOB! BEPHYTCS HAa YKa3aHHOE UM MECTO,
OTIEPEB 3aMOK, Kak Makc pa3apakeHHbII BOLIEJ B BaHHY.

—To1 onosnana! — psSBKHYI OH ¢ mopora, a Keccu HEBOJIBHO B3/IPOTHYJIA M TYT e TIoyMala,
YTO 3a7a4a N3HAYAILHO ObLIa C MIOJBOXOM-4YacoB TO y Hee He Obu1o0. Ee X0351H, Kak OH ceOs1 Ha3bIBal,
BCe cJeJial Tak, YTOOBl Y Hero ObUIO MOJTHOE OCHOBAHME HaKa3aTh ee, TaKk Kak 0e3 YacoB 3aJlaHue
OBbLJIO HEBBITTOJTHUMBIM.

«Wnv oHO OBLUTO HA CMEKAJIKY», — HEOKHUIAHHO MOyMaJia JIEBYIIIKAa OTCTPaHEHO.

— Hukorna He 3akpbiBaiicsi! — MpuUKa3aj mapeHb BIPYT, — €CJM He XOYellb ObITh HaKa3aHHOM.
Ceituac 51 TeOs mpoIaw, MoKa Thl He 3HaJa MPABWII, HO 3TO €IMHCTBEHHBIN U TIOC/IEIHUN pa3.

N Makc cxBaTu ee 3a JIOKOTh U TPyOO OIATH MOBOJIOK Ky/Ia-To.

— Ho nortom nomaast He Oyaer, — [o0aBUI MyK4MHA, yKe TPAKTUIECKH BTACKUBAsI €€ B CBOIO
KOMHary, IJie CTOsIJIa KpOBaTh.

Keccu ¢ yxacoMm TyT ke OXuaia M MpeacTaBuiia, YTO OH cefivac TOJIKHET ee Ha KpoBaTh U
M3HACUJIYET, OT Yero e CTajio TPYIHO JbIIaTh, HO, KOTJa OHH MPOIIUTA MUMO, Tlepecekasi KOMHary,
JeBYIIKA C 0OJIerYeHreM BBIJIOXHYJIA.

— PaHo panyerbest, — ycMeXHYJICS OH, BUAMMO, 3aMETHB €€ peaklnio. — TBOsI KMCKa MHE He
HYKHA, €CJIA TOJILKO ThI He ObLJTa ellle HA C KeM, TOT/Ia s ObI HaIlleJl STOMY TOCTOMHOE IPUMEHEHUE.

Keccu 3amHyack Ha 3THX €ro CJI0Bax, MOTOMY UTO AeMCTBUTEIHHO ObLIa JeBCTBEHHUIICH, i OH
10 €€ peaKluy cpasy MOHSLI 3TO.

— A ThI OKa3aJlaCh C MPUATHBIM JJOTIOJTHEHUEM, — MPOTSAHYJ Makc ¢ yXMbLIKOU. — MHe 1o yiie
9TO B MOEH WIpyIIKe, — MPOU3HEC MYKUHMHA C YIOBJIETBOpeHneM. — Ho moBepsb, Thl ObICTpee Tonpo-
CHIITb, YTOOBI 1 HAOOOPOT B3sUT TeOs U IepKal B CBOEH TOCTENH, YeM TO, YTO TeOe MPeCTOUT.

Ero cnoBa rnpo3Byyany HaCcTOJIBKO 3710Belle, U Keccr pe3ko BTsIHY/Ia OT cTpaxa BO3IyX.
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W BOT OH BTOJIKHYJT €e B MaJICHbKYI0 KOMHATKY, KOTOpasi OblJIa OT CHJIBI METpa YeThipe WIn
nATh. TYT MOIJIa MTOMECTUTHLCS TOJIBKO pa3Be UTo KPoBaTh, HO U ee He Obuto. Ha mosy jexarno Hedro,
HarlOMHMHABIIIee MOACTUIIKY, MOAYIIKA U TIIe/.

— 9TO TBOE HOBOE JKWJIHIIE, — Tpou3Hec Makc, 1axe He cMOTps Ha Hee. [leByIlika ocMOTpesach
Y TIOHSJTa, UTO 9TO, BUJMMO, ObUIA KaKasi-TO KJIAJIOBKa, KOTOpast HE MCIOJIb30BaIAC.

— Crnarsp Oypienis Ha Moy, MOTOM TOCMOTPUM TI0 TBOEMY TTOBEACHUIO, 3aCTyKUBALIIb I KPO-
BaTh WM TaK W OyIelb Ha IMOJCTHIIKE.

«TouHo, Kak cobauka!» — B yxkace rmoaymasa JIeByIKa.

My:kurHa e cpa3y BbIIIEN, HO B CKOPOM BPEMEHHU BEPHYJICSI C YeM-TO B PyKax.

— INopoiinu ko MHe! — mpuKa3as OH.

OHa MoCyIIHO KOe-KaK TOJIoNUIa K HEMY, XOTSI HOTH TOC/Ie OHOTO MOJIOKEHUS B OarakxHUKe
elLe 0 CUX NOop IUIOXO ee cymiaauch. Koraa njieHHuna okasaiach psmo rnepea HuM, Makc OTKUHYI
BBIOMBIIIMECS U3 XBOCTA JAEBYIIKHU TIOCIIE TACKAHUS BOJIOCHI U OJIEJT €H. . .

— Ox..., — TonbKO ¥ BbIIOXHYNA Keccu, MoHsB.

310 Ob1T OEHHUK. [TpOCTOI KOXKaHbIN YEPHBIN OIIEHHUK, K KOTOPOMY MOKHO OBLJIO ITPUCTET-
HYTb LETIOYKY.

— XomuTh Oyaenib TOJMBKO TaK M U3 KOMHATBI TOJILKO B MOEM COMPOBOXICHUH, — ITPOU3HEC
Makc. — A 1o Moeit KOMHaTe — TOJIBKO €CJT TIO30BY, a TaK JIOJKHA OBITh MOCTOSIHHO B 9TON KOMHATE.
BbixonuTh caMoil Hesb3sl.

— A epna u Tyasner? — camMa He [TOHMMasi, Kak CMOIJIa, CIPOCUJIa OHA THXO, HE CMOTPSI Ha HETO.

— 4 nonymaro, kak MHe OyfeT ynmoOHee. A ey HyKHO 3aCIyKUTh, — OTBETUII €€ XO3SIVH.

Ha 3TOM OH BHIIIIeN U3 KOMOPKH M 3aXJIOIHYJI 32 COO0U ABeph, a Keccu TyT ke ychblmana, Kak
OH 3aIupaeT ee ABEphb Ha KoY.

«YT10 e MeHs KIeT?» -yKacHyJIach JeBYIIKa, Oe3BOJILHO OCEB Ha MO
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I'nmaBa 3

Ho Keccu paxe B nocneyiomnye AHU TaK U HE MOTy4YMIa YETKUI M ONpe/Ie/IeHHBII OTBET Ha
3TOT CBOM, TaK MYYalOIMK €€ BOIpoc. Makc HUYero en ToNKOM He roBopuil. OH faxe He 3ax0qul
K Hell B KOMHATy, He JaBajl HUKAaKUX MPHUKa30B. TOIBKO TOT camblil am0Oa, KOTOPbIA U CXBAaTUJI ee
M3HAYAJIbHO, YXMBUIASCh IPUHEC €l UyTh M03%ke OUOTYalleT, M 3aTeM OH ke €XEeJHEBHO TP pa3a B
IeHb TIPUHOCHUIT JIEBYIIIKE BOZLY C XJIEOOM.

«M 310 BCe?» — mogymaza oHa, YBUAEB CBOIO CKYJHYIO MMIIY B MEPBbIA JIeHb, HO 'POMUJIA
IIPOMOJTYAIT ¥ TOJIBKO XMBIKHYIL.

CambiM ciioxHbIM U1 Kecen okazanock cuzieTs M kJath, yTo Makc Oynier aenarh Jablie, He
MMesl HUKAaKOTo TPe/ICTaBJIeHNs, KOTla 3TO CIYYUThCS U HE UMesl HUYero, YeM MOKHO ObLIO YOUTh
BpeMs. Ho ee «xo3sa1MH» HU pa3y He 3alles K Hell B KOMHaATy 3a jgoiroe Bpems, u Keccu BooOiie B
KaKOW-TO MOMEHT C HaJIek/I0M MOAyMaJsa, 4TO OH COBEPLIEHHO 3a0bU1 O HEl.

Uepe3s Kakoi-TO MepHO] AEBYILIKA COBCEM MOTepsijia cueT BpeMeHH. Bee Bely, a B nepBylo oye-
penb TenedoH, y Hee 0TOOpasv JTMO0 OHM OCTAJIMCh B PIOK3aKe, KOTOPBIHA OCTAJICS B IOME, I0O3TOMY Y
Keccu He ObI10 qaxe IMIaHca y3HaTh, CKOJIBKO OHA YKe TyT cuauT. OHa JIMIIb [eJIbIMUA JHSIMHU CIIOHSI-
JIach MO KOMHATE, YTO OblJI0 HEBBIHOCKMO B TaKOM 3aMKHYTOM MaJIeHbKOM IPOCTPAHCTBE. A camoe
IJIaBHOE, YTO JIEBYIIKA Ja’e He MOHMMaJla, Korja AeHb ¥ KOrja HOub, He MMesl OKOH, a HayaJla IOHU-
Matb 3TO XOTb HEMHOI'O TOJIKO 10 TOMY, KOI/a €l IPUHOCHIIM eJ1y.

Cnycra kakoe-To BpeMms Keccu peiniia, 4to Bce He Tak yXK U IUIOXO, €CJIM OHA MPOCTO OyaeT
CHJZIETh 31€Ch, Belb Makc 00ela 4To-To CTpalIHoe, a HIYEero He IPOMCXOIMIIO. A Terepb, Koraa OH
3a0BUI PO HEe, el BCEro-To M HaJl0, YTO MOHSTh, KaK BHIOPAThCS.

«Benp OH ke MMoKa HMYEro MIoXoro MHe He cieiajl?» — ycrokanBasia ceOs IVIeHHULIA.

JleByllIKa MOTMXOHBKY HMpPUBBIK&JIA K TAKUM YCJIOBUSM, TOJBKO OLIEHHMK HEMHOIO HaTHpa
HEXHYI0 KOXy. OHa B IepBoe BpeMs IPOCTO KPyTHJIa €r0 Ha I1Iee, BCE BPEMS MbITAIaCh YMEHBIIUTD
Heyao0CTBa, HO B KAKOK-TO MOMEHT pelinia BoooIe cHATh. [Ipocto B kakoil-to aeHb Kecen nony-
MaJjia, 4To MOKa OHa B KOMHATe, TO MOYeMy JOJDKHA CHAETh 3/1eCh B 9TOW INTYKOBUHE, TeM Ooiee
HUKTO M HEe BXOIWJI, a €/ly OCTaBJIsUIM y opora? DTo Tak ¥ ObUIM BOJa U XJIe0.

Ho B oquH cTpalliHblii ieHb el NPUIIUIOCh CIIUIIKOM CHUJIBHO MOXaJeTh O CBOEM JIETKOMBICIICH-
HOM pEeLleHUH.

— Bceragaii! — ycabliana oHa Kak-To rpyOblid T0JI0C CIIPOCOHBSI.

— Her, s He xouy B mkony, — mpodopmotana Keccu, elie He IpOCHYBIIMCH ¥ TOBOPAYMBASICh
Ha OOK, B MOIBITKE OIATh 3aCHYTb, CIIMHOW K T0JIOCY.

Ho He ycriena oHa 3akOHYHMTB 3Ty (pasy, Kak ee pe3Ko 1 OOJIbHO CXBATHIIN 33 BOJIOCHI, a 3JI0H
MY’KCKOM roJIoC HaJl Hell 3/10Bellle TPOU3HEC:

— Th1 9TO, coBCeM 3a0bLIach? — CKa3aj OH B OCIIEHCTBE, M JEBYIIKA OOJIE3HEHHO OMKHYJIa OT
TOTO, KaK ee CUJIbHee MOTSHYIIH 32 KOCY, OT Yero ed CTajo HeCTepPIUMO OOIBHO. MaKc HaKJIOHMIICS
O4eHb OJIM3KO K Hell. JIeByIIKa Jaske Cbllalia, Kak OH TSKEJIO ABIIINT. DTO 3aCTaBUIIO €€ IPOCHYThCS
Y CKaThCs1 B KOMOK. 3aTeM TaK ke ObICTPO OH ee oTmycTuil. Keccu ysxe Obl1o 00/1erdeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA,
HO BJIPYT' OH CO CBHUCTOM BBIJOXHYJI U 3apblyall, COBCEM Kak 3JI00HBIN 3Bepb. M1 B 3TOT k& MOMEHT
Keccn mouyBcTBOBasIa, Kak ee LeNKO U O0JIE3HEHHO CXBATWJIM 32 PYKY U KyAa-TO OISITh BOJIOKYT.

— Yt0?! Yto THI Aenaemb?! — B OTYAsIHUM U HETIOHMMAHHUE XHBIKAJIA OHA, NBITASICh YITUPAThCS
Y XBaTaThCs 3a BCE TE MPEIMEThI, MIMO KOTOPBIX OH €€ TalllWII, a pyKa Oblla MOfl TAKUM YIJIOM, 4TO
Keccu Obuta yBepeHa, 4To OH ee €C/ld He CJIOMaeT, TO TOYHO BbiBUXHET. — Hy noyem? 3auem??! He
HaJ0, MokajyiicTa! — HblIa JeByIIKa, He 0Opalliasi BHUMaHKe Ha TO, YTO OZIETa TOJIbKO B TPYChI U OIOCT.

Korga Makc npuBoJIioK ee B BaHHY, TO IIPUKOBAJl HAPYYHUKOM €€ IPaByl0 PYKYy K ee JIeBOil
HOTE TaK, YTO TeJIO IEBYIIKH OOJIbIIle HATOMHUHAJIO BOCBMEPKY, M TOJIKHYJI Ha XOJIOIHBIN KaeTbHbINA
nos. Tem BpeMeHeM OH BKJIIOUMJI KpaH U CTaJl HAMIOJHATH BaHHY. Keccn BooOIe HIUYero He MoHHU-
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MaJia ¥ CMOTpeJia Ha HeTO OrPOMHBIMHU IJ1a3aMU, He 3Hasl, YTO OT HEro KAaTh, IPOXKa BCEM TEJIOM OT
HEU3BECTHOCTU Y BOJIH HEHABUCTH, BUJHBIX B KaKIOM ABUKEHUH IOHOIIM. TOT BAPYr BHUMATEIBHO
MOCMOTpeJ Ha Hee, a Keccr B3BOJTHOBAHHO M UCITyTaHHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HerO B OTBET, POOKO MPUCMOT-
peBimch K Makcy. Ee MyunTtenb ObUT B CIIOPTUBHBIX TEMHO-CEPBHIX INTAaHAX W YepHOM (PyTOOJIKE.
Ecnu ObI He MOJTHBIN HEHABKMCTH B3MJISA]] U TO, YTO OH JieJiajl C Hel, TO paHblile Obl BHI3BAJ B Hell Oypio
BOCTOpra, HaCTOJIbKO ObLT XOporl. OH ObUT SIPKUM MPUMEPOM KJIACCHUECKON UTATIBSTHCKON KPaCOTHI
C UCCHHSI YepHbIMU BOJIOCAMH, 3aYECAHHBIMH Ha3aj] U YEPHBIMH IJIa3aMH, TPABUIbHBIM, PUMCKUM
HOCOM Y KPacuBO OYepPUESHHBIMU T'yOaMH.

— Cuam 31ech! — Opocuit oH pe3ko U Beimen. Keccr He ycrena fake MpUaIyMarh, Kak CracTu
ce0s1, Kak OH YyXe BepHYJICS C TEM CaMbIM OILIEWHHKOM B pyKaX, KOTOPbI OHa HEIaBHO TaK JIETKO-
MBICJIEHHO CHS1JIa ¥ TIOJIOXKMJIa B CBOEW KOMHATKE.

—H-e c-M-e-ii c-H-U-M-a-T-b 3-T-0 M-0-K-a sl H-€ P-a-3-p-e-1I-y! — MeJIJIeHHO 1 TI0 OyKBaM Mpo-
W3HEC OH, MPUOJIM3KB CBOE JIMIIO K €€, YTO OHA BUENA TOJIbKO €ro YepHbIe IJ1a3a, CBEpKAIOIINe THe-
BOM U OEIIEHCTBOM.

Brpyr napeHb HEOXHIAHHO IIETTKO CXBATWJI €€ PYKOW 3a IIel0 ¢33 M MOATAIIMI K BAaHHOM,
yXKe 3aTll0OJTHEHHOM Ha TPeTb BOJOH. A 3aTeM pe3KUM JBMKEHHEM HEOXHMJAHHO AJIsl Hee TOJTHOCTHIO
TIOTPY3KJT JIMLIOM B BOAY, Tak, uTo ronoBa Keccu Obuta morpyskeHa MojHOCTBIO, M HE JaBajl ei MpH
STOM BBHIPSIMUTHCA. Uepe3 Kakoe-To BpeMsl y IeBYIIKHM CTall 3aKaHIMBaThcsl Bo3ayx. OHa chenana
CYAOPOXKHO MHCTUHKTHBHO TIHITATHCS BRIHYTH JIMIO M3 BOJbI, HO OH HE J1aBaJl, TOT/Ia OHA CTasla OT4ya-
SITHHO OpBIKaThCsl, TBITASICh CTIACTH CBOIO XM3Hb. HO OH MpoossKai Ieparh ee B TAKOM TOJIOKEHUH
U He ormyckain. Keccn BApyr oco3Hasia, 4To ee pyka IMPUKOBaHa K HOTe, a 3HAYWT, OHA HUYEro He
MOXET ClIeJIaTh, 1 OOPEUSHHO TMOHSLIA, YTO 3abIXaeTCs, M CKOPO YTOHET. Makc ke MoJiya U KPerko
MIPOJOJIKAIT IepKaTh €€ B TOM ke MojiokeHr. OHa MombITagach Kpyarh, HO U130 PTa BHIPHIBAJIACH
TOJIBKO TY3BIPY 3aKaHUMBAIOIIETOCs Bo3/yxa. Keccu BHE3amHO MoHsIa, YTO KUCIOPO Y Hee B Jier-
KHX COBCEM HCCSIK, a B IVIa3ax YK€ TEeMHEeT, PyKH ¥ HOT'M Oe3BOJIbHO MOBUCAIOT OT HAKATHIBAIOIIEH
TEMHOTBHI. [IeByIlIKa ye TOMpoIanach ¢ KU3HBIO U JIMIIb KAaja, KOraa MocaeqHs sl Karis KUco-
pona MoKuHeT ee yierkue. Ho MMEHHO B 3Ty CeKyHIy CWJIbHasl pyKa, MPUHYIUTENBHO JepiKaBIast
ee, HEOKUJIAHHO OcJIaduyIa XBaTKy M BBIIEpHYJIA €e TojIoBy U3 BoAbl. OHa TyT Xke CyIOpOXKHO CTaja
[JI0TaTh PTOM BO3[YX, 3aIOJHSIS UM CBOU JIETKHE M B YKace MbITasich TOCMOTPETh Ha Makca. Y Hee
KPY)XWJIach TOJIOBA OT TMIIOKCHH, & BCE TeJIO ellie ObLJI0 HAOJTHEHO OKUIAaHUEM CMEpTH.

—Tak-To, — mpousHec Makc 3710, paBHOIYIIIHO cMOTpsl Ha Hee. — Hukorma Oosbilie He cMmei
MeHsI He ciymarbesi! 1 mpukasan Tebe HOCUTh ero! — IMpoIuIies OH, BUAS, YTO OHA yKe OTOIIA OT
HaKa3aHWs ¥ MOKa3biBasl Ha OlIeHHMK. — Hazeiock, Tl Tereph Bce MoHsiia?

— Ha, #a, s Bce MoHsIa! — CyJOpOXKHO B3MOJIMJIACh, MOYTH I1a4ya Keccu, 0Tnonsas ot Hero Kak
MOXHO JIaJIbIlle U3 MOCNIETHUX CHJT U He BEPsl, YTO BCE ITO OBLIO MPOCTO PaAX TOTO, YTOOBI MOKA3ATh
e CBOIO BiacTh. Beero nmib Haka3aHue 3a OCITyIIaHKe.

— A Terniepb IOMOI#ics1! — cKa3al OH, MPE3PHUTENHHO B3INISIHYB Ha JEBYIIKY, — OT TeOsl BOHSET.
Benwm naiienns Ha cryse.

Ha sTux cioBax oH paccTertnys Hapy4HHK, OCBOOO/IMB €€ KOHEUHOCTH, U BBIILIES U3 BAHHOM, a
Keccu yBuziena Ha iexaiyx Ha CTyse mraHax v (pyTOOJIKe 3700y YHbIN M HEHABUCTHBIN OIICHHUK.

— Mamouku! — TOMBKO ¥ BBIIOXHYJIA JIEBYIIIKA B y)Xace M IIOKe, MOHMMAasi, YTO 3TO, CKOpee
BCETO0, TOJIbKO HAYaJIO ee TPeObIBaHUSI 3[1ECh, U CJIE3bl CAMHU TTOKATATUCH [0 MOKPOMY JIMILY, TIepeMe-
IIMBASCh C BOJIOM.

Ho eii namu npukazanue nmoMbithes. [103TOMy A€ByIIKa, HEMHOTO OT/IBIIIABIINCH, AEPEBsH-
HBIMH pyKaMU CHsiJTa Oesibe U Jieria B BaHHY. [Ipudem oHa BAPYT MOHsIA, YTO €l MPaKTHUecKH Oe3-
pa3nu4Ho, BoiaeT Makc B BaHHY ceiyac WM HET, YBUAUT OH ee rojod wim HeT. Ha Hee Hamanu
nonHas anarusi U Oe3pasnuuve. 3areM Keccn mammHaipHO Hadan MbIThes. [lake jexkaTh B BOOe
TIOJIONIbINIE, KAK OHA TaK JI0OMIa, He XOTeJoCh. JleByIKa MeXaHn4eCK HaMbUIMIIACh, YTKHYBIIVCH B
OZIHY TOYKY NIOMBUIACh, BKJTIOUAsI BOJIOCHI, KOTOPBIE JI0 3TOTO CBUCAJIM COCYJIbKAMU OT I'PsI3U, BbLIE3/a
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13 BaHHOM, a YK€ OfIeBasiCh, HAIIUIA Ha ofesk/ie 3yOHyo meTKy. C Tem ke Oe3pa3IMyHbIM BUIOM OHa
MOYMCTHUIIA 3yObl, 3aTeM B3sla B PyKH OIIEHHUK, U B3[POrHYB, Hajlesla ero Ha ceOsl, 3aCTerHyB Tak,
YTOOBI TOT XOTsI ObI HE TaK CHJIHO HATHPAJL.

— 41 roToBa, — TPOMKO MIPOM3HECTIA OHA, YTOOBI €€ YCIIBIIIAIN U3 BAHHOM, HO OTBETa He MocJie-
noBasio. Toraa oHa MPOCTO BCTaja MO CTOMKE CMUPHO U CTasla JK/AaTh, YAUBIISISACH, KaK MOKOPHO ceOs
BeZIET.

Ho kax TojbKO y Hee TONBKO MPOMEJbKHYJ/IA MbICIb CAaMOW BBITH M TIOMTU B KAMOPKY CaMoO-
CTOSITEJIbHO, OHA TYT K€ BCIIOMHMJIA OLIYIIIEHUE HEXBATKU KUCIIOPO/A B JIETKUX, KaK TEMHEET B I1a-
3ax, U B3[IPOTHYB, OCTaJIaCh CTOSITh Ha MpeKHEM MecTe. Uepe3 HEMOHATHBIN POMEKYTOK BPEMEHH,
KOIJla OHA YK€ MoJgyMaJla, YTO 3TO HUKOIZA HE CIIyYMTCsl, B IBEpb BoIIe]d Makc U ylI0BJIETBOPEHHO
XMBIKHYJI, OIJISI/IEB €€ C TOJIOBBI IO HOT.

— A B TeOe ecTb pa3yM, — JOBOJIHBIM I'OJIOCOM ITpor3Hec OH. — Hy pa3 Thl, HAKOHeIl, MposIBMIIA
XOTh HEMHOTO OJIaropa3yMusi, TO 3aCITyKuJia MOOIIPEHNe, — HEOKUIAHHO TOOABUII ITapeHb.

Ha stom oH B3s1 ee 3a pyKy, He Tak 4ToO rpydo, HO U Oe3 HEKHOCTH TOXe, U TIOBEN B Ty
caMyI0 KOMOPKY, IJIe OHa y’Ke ITpoBeJia CTOJIBKO BpeMeHU. A korga Keccu o6pedeHHo cena Ha 1oi, OH
BBILIET U Yepe3 Mapy MUHYT HEOKUIAHHO BEPHYJICS U TIOCTABWIJI IIepe]] Hel Ha MOJI TapesIKy C CYIoM
Y BTOPYIO TapesKy C KYCKOM IUIIIbIL.

— Jepxu, cerogHs Thl 3aCi1yKuia CBOIO €1y, — IPOM3HEC XOJIOIHO OH.

Ha stom Makc TyT e BBIIIIEN ¥ 3aKPbUT 32 COOOH IBEPh HA KJTIOU.

V Keccu TyT %e CBEJIO KeJIyIOK OT 3araxa HaCTOSIIIEeN eJIbl.
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I'naBa 4

C Toro ciyvast B BAHHOH B Hell Kak OyaTo 4TO-TO ciomanoch. Keccn moctostHHO ctana 6ostest
paccTpouTh ero. 1o ObUIO Ha YPOBHE MOACO3HAHMsA. Makc ke CTasl yarie 3aXOAuTh K Hell B KOM-
Hary, OTAaBaJl KaKue-To OeCCMBICTIEHHbIE MPUKa3bl, TOBOPUIJI, UTO JIeJIaTh, U OHA JAEHCTBUTEIBHO KaK
TMOCITyIIIHAs cOOAaYKa BCE BHIITOMHSAIA. A KOTJa OH YK€ BBIXOJWJI, pyrajach 1 3/1J1ack Ha cedsl, HO CTO-
WJIO €l TPE/ICTAaBUTh, KAK B JIETKUX 3aKaHYMBAETCS BO3YX, KAK BCE OCTAJIbBHOE CTAHOBUJIOCH HEBAK-
HbIM. [IeByIIKa B TOT MOMEHT, KOI/ia ITpOoIajlack B BAHHOM € KM3HBIO, HECMOTPsI HU Ha YTO OLLyTHUJIA
B ce0e OrPOMHOE JKeJIaHUE KUTb.

«Yro xe MHe aenatb? Kak ObITh qasnbiie?» — myumiack Keccu, cuist JHIMM 1 HOYaMU Ha TIOJTY
Ha CBOEH IMOJICTUJIKE.

Ho Bpems TsHYIOCh Bee Tak ke TOCKJIMBO, OIMHOKO ¥ OJHOOOPa3HO, a INIABHOE — OECKOHEYHO
noaro. beccMbICIeHHO YCTaBUBIIMCH B OJIHY TOUKY, OHAa CHJeJa AHAMU M He 3Haja, YTO TBOPUTCS
3a mpejiesiaMu ee KOMopkH. Ee npexHss k13Hb, BOCIOMUHAHMS O Hel CTAaHOBMIIMCH Bce Oosiee cMa-
3aHHBIMU U BOCIIPMHUMAJIMCh TETIeph JEBYIIKOW Kak HeKas MeuTa U CKazKa. A MOXET, KaK KU3Hb
APYroro yejoBeka, (puibM 0 KOM-TO.

OpnHax/Ipl B KOMHATY Bolea Makce, fepka B pyKax KHUIH.

— Ha, nepxu, MOXeT MpUroguThCs, — CKa3al OH M MOYTH OPOCHII €l Ha MOJI CBOIO HOLLY.

ITO OKa3aJIUCh €€ YUeOHUKH, KOTOpble ObLIM B TOT JIEHb B €€ PIOK3aKe.

— MoskeT He Oyaenib Takoi TYIOM, — CKa3aJl OH 3710 U TYT K€ BBIIIE]L.

Ho He cMoTp# Ha ero cjioBa U BCe TOT K& HEHABUCTHO-TIpeHeOpekuTebHbINA ToH, Keccn Bapyr
ucnbiTana O6iaronapHocTb. VICKpeHHIo 1 BocTopkeHHyo. Ee camy Tak mopasuio 3To 4yBCTBO, UTO
OHa OTOPOIIEJIO ellle HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl IPOJ0JIKaa CUAETh Ha IOy, HE MbITAasICh CAENATh U JIBUKE-
HUSA B cTOpoHY KHUT. Ho 3aTem oHa Bce-Taku JoOpasiachk JO HUX M CTajla YuTaTh. M 310 ObLIIM camMble
CyacT/IMBble MUHYTHI B €€ )KU3HHM 3a Moc/Ie/IHee HeolpeeaeHHoe BpeMs. OHa MporiaTeiBaia ¢ yro-
€HUEM BCE TO, YTO YMTaJIa C TAKUM HacJaxIeHUeM, KaK IyTHUK, ILeJIINI [0 MyCThIHE U HaOpeaImi
Ha 0a3WC, Iie eMy JIaJI HamuThCs Boabl. [lociie GecunceHHbIX qHeH Oecrone3Horo Oy aaHus, a,
CKopee, TOMJIEHUs1 B O€3bI3BECTHOCTH, 110 ITOM KOMOPKE, KOI/Ia IEBYILIKA HE MOIVIa HU O YeM JyMarth,
KaK O pOIUTeNIsIX U cBoeil cyapOe, Keccr cMmoriia, HakoHell, OTBJIEUbCS.

«5l HuKorga He Aymana, 4To 3TO TAaK 3aMeyareJbHO W MHTEPECHO!» — pa3MbllUIsia OHa
HEBOJIbHO, XOTsI TaK BCEI/Ia HeHaBU/IeIa BCe MPEIMETHI B IIIKOJIE U HE OYEHb, IPSIMO CKaKeM, JIIoOuIa
yunTthcs. Hackonbko npusiTHe#R ObUTO NOTYCHTS ¢ Apy3bsiMu! Ho ceiivac. ..

— Ho 3710 BCe Tak Jaleko M yXe Helpasa, — B3[JOXHYJIa OHA KaK-TO OTCTPaHEHO, pellMB He
OTBJIEKAThCS, NIOKA €M IAI0T BO3ZMOXXHOCTb YUTaTb.

Korga Makc Boies K Heil BeuepoM M IIPUHEC YKUH, KaK JeJlal 3TO € TOro JHs, KaK B MEPBbIi
pa3 ObUT JOBOJIEH €10, ¥ TO ObLIM yke He XJieO U Boa, HO CYI U XJ1e0, a MHOTa YTO-TO BKYCHEHBKOE,
Kak THIIIA WM 1acTa, TO ObLI YAMBIICH, YTO OHA CHAMT 3a y4eOHUKaMu. VIMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH
noHs, 4to Keccu Kak HUKTO Jydlle NOIXOAUT K UCTIOJTHEHHUIO €ro 3ayMKH.

— Bor, nepxwu, — ckasan I0HOIIA, CTaBsl epef Hel ey Ha 1oi, — $1 Xouy, 4ToOBI Thl BEUepOM
TOIILIa CO MHOM Koe-Kyra. § mpuHecy Te0e onexuy.

Keccu ncnyraHHo BCkMHYJIa Ha HEro B3IVIAA, MOTOMY YTO Jaxe He 3aMeTH/Ia, KaK OH MPHILUIA,
0051Cb, YTO MOXKET HE YrOOUTh EMY 3TUM, HO HE 3aMETUB €r0 I'HeBa, paccaaduiach.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, — BBIJIOXHYJIA OHA.

— Tonbko TeGe HaJlo MOMBIThCA. [Toemib 1 MK B BaHHY, — pUKa3al Makc, XMbIKHYJI U BbIIIIEI.

UYepes 10CTaTOYHO HEIONTUI IPOMEKYTOK BpeMEHH B KOMOPKY 3aries1 amoan 3a0parh Mocyay
¥ HeOXKuIaHHO ckasai Keccu, uto ckopo 6occ mprHeceT el Apyrylo ey, IpHUeM COBEPIICHHO
APYTyIo.

— Bocc ckazai, ato Tebe Oyaer Ha Beuep, — MpoOacul OH.
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Keccu criotHysia v BAPYTr OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHIIA:

— 51 moMKHA MOMBITHCS. DTO ThI IOJDKEH MEHS IIPOBOIUTH B BAaHHY ?

AMOan oxaOHO pacTsIHYJI TyObl B YCMEIIKe, U CBEPIIS €€, OJIETYIO B IIIOPTHI M MAlKy, COBEP-
IIEHHO TMOXOTJIMBBIM B3IJISI/IOM, OTBETHII:

— 51 mory, HO, ecii Thl TIOKaKelllb MHE BCE CBOM MPEJIECTH U Jalllb TPAXHYThb TeOsI.

Keccu B31porHysia 1 HEBOJILHO OTIION3/IA OT HETO MOJAJIbIIIE, & TOT BAPYT JOOABHIT:

— Bocc Hrgero MHe He ckazall 1o 3ToMy oBoay. Moxer, Tebe CTOUT Y HEero caMoro BbISICHUTB?

3aTreM OH XMBIKHYJI HOMHOTO Pa304apOBaHHO, Ha UTO JICBYIIKA MOyMasia, YTO CKa3aHHOE MM
TOJIBKO 4TO OBLIO, CKOpee, YTOOBI Pa3BiieubCs e peakiyei, Ho TOT yXKe Bbilles u3 Kamopku. Keccn,
OCTaBIIIKCh OJIHA, €J1a ¥ CYJOPOXKHO AyMasia. Bce BapuaHThI IeHCTBUIA BHIIOTHUTD TpeOoBaHue Makca
Ka3aJIMCh el PUCKOBAHHBIM, OJIMH CTpAIITHEe IPYroro Mo CBOMM MOCJEACTBUAM /IS Hee. Ecin oHa He
BBITOJIHUT — HaKa3aHWe, eCJIM OHA TIOWIET TyJa cama — JIae Mpeiyraiath He MOXET ero peakimio,
HO TOX€ BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO HaKa3aHUE, €U CIIPOCHT Y HETO — MOYTH TOYHO HaKa3aHHUe.

«MamouKH, 4TO K€ MHe JesaTh T0?» — MOYTHU TUIava MbITAIACh PEIIUTh ITOT CTOJb CIIOKHBIN
ceiyac Jisi Hee BOIPOC JIEBYIIIKA, HO HUKTO HE MOT [IOMOUYb €1 910 caieiath. HUKTO, Kpome Hee caMoi.

Hakonen, Keccn nogymaina, 4yto Haka3aHHsi CKopee BCero BoooOie He n30exkarh, U 3TO OISATh
3agayka Makca 1o MPHUHIAITY «BCE PAaBHO ThI CHEJIaelllb BCE HEMPaBUIbHO», TIO3TOMY OHA BCTaJa,
NPUOTKPBLIA JIBEPh U CTajla MOTUXOHBbKY MPOOMPAThCS B BaHHY CaMOCTOSTENbHO. HeoxumaHHO
JIeByIIIKA C U3yMJICHHEM TIOHsLIa, YTO JaXe TO, YTO OHa BBIIILIA OfIHA, O3 Hero, cama Ioluia B ero
KOMHATy U BOOOIIe UET KyJa-To 6e3 COMpPOBOXICHUS, YTO IPO3UT €l HaKa3aHWEeM, CHIILHO 00O0CT-
psieT Bce ee uyBcTBa. OIlyIeHre OnacHOCTH MPUBEJIO Bce MHCTHMHKTH Keccu B camoe coOpaHHOe 1
B3BUHUYECHHOE COCTOSIHHE, KakKIblid IIIOPOX M KaXK/IBIA 3BYK OHA YJIABJIMBAJIAa U BOCIIPMHUMAJIA OUCHb
YyTKO. AipeHasuH Oepeansl KpoBb M 3aCTaBJIsLT ObIcTpee OuThes cepatie. Tonbko JoOpaBIIUCh /10
BaHHOH, OHa HEMHOT'O BBIJIOXHYJIA M TIO3BOJIMJIA ce0e HEMHOTO pacciaduThes. [eBylKa MoHsIa, 4To
BeJsia ceOst Kak MBIIIKa, Tepederaromias 1moje, Bce BpeMs 0XKujiasi, YTo CBEpXy Ha Hee yrajeT KaM-
HeM cokoJ1. Takue ke UCITYT M PelMMOCTh OJJHOBPEMEHHO, HO IIPY 9TOM U BOCTOPT OT OCTPOTHI BCEX
OILIYIICHU.

— Hudero cebe... — cama He 3aMeTUB, KaK BCJIyX MPOIIENTala 3TO, MOAyMaia oHa 00ecKypa-
’KEHO, OCO3HAB.

Camo 1o cebe oryrieHre ObUIO MOTpsicaomyM. Keccu HUKOrga He 4yBCTBOBasia ceOsl Tak
IEJIOCTHO, TaK OIIYIIasi CBOE TEJIO ¥ YETKO PaboTaloNMi pa3yM, pyKOBOAUMAS JIUIIb UHCTUHKTOM
BBUKMBaHHsSI M caMocoXxpaHeHusi. Ho JeByllika He 3Haja CKOJIBKO y Hee €CTh BPEMEHH, MO3TOMY
MOMBLTACh U TIpUBeJIa ce0sl B MOPSIOK MO-OBICTPOMY, HEBOJIBHO HAC/IAKIASICh TeM, UTO ceilvac ObLIO
noctynHo. OHa HUKOTa He 33 lyMbIBAJIACh B CBOCH MPEXKHEN KU3HH, UTO JIaKe YIOOHbIE MEJIOYH TaK
YIPOIIAIOT KU3Hb U IPHHOCAT HE3aMeTHbIC Ha TIEPBbIi B3IJIs1 yI0OCTBA M yIOBOILCTBHS. Hanpumep,
TaKue, Kak MPOCTO BOJIA U3 JyIlIa WM HOPMAaJIbHbIN TyaseT. 3akoHuuB, Keccu 1axe He 3a/1yMbIBasiCh,
HaJleJia OIIEHHKK | MPOIIMBITHY/Ia 00paTHO K cede.

UyTh Mo3Ke B €€ KaMOPKY Boiiie Makc, OrnisiieN ee BHUMATEIbHO U JJOBOJIbHO KUBHYIL.

— OmmuHo! Paj 4o TH BRITIONHWIIA TO, UTO s TeOe ckazal. Bot Berm. OneHb 310 1 He 3a0y/b
PO OLIEHHHUK.

Ha 3ToM OH nocrtaBui To, 4TO MPUHEC, pa3BepHYJICA U Bbilien. Keccu mopomia v B3siia ¢ rnosia
nakeT U KopoOKy. B HUX OKkazasiich yepHOe KOpPOTKOoe obJieraoliee riarhe u Tyoiu, a emie O6ebe u
BCsIKME HEOOXOIUMbIE TMTMeHUYeCKUe MeJIour. XOTsI KaKhe TaM MeJIouu ?

— Hyxu 1 kKocmeTuka?! — BBIJJOXHYJIa OHA YUBJIEHO.

Keccu 6bicTpo Haziena Oesibe U I1aThe, YAUBIISIACH, YTO BCe TIOOIIUIO, OCTICIITHO MTPUYecaach,
3aKOJIOB BOJIOCHI B 00JIee WM MEHee HOPMAJIbHYIO IIPHUYECKY, IOIKPACKUIIACH U HA/IYIIIACH TyXaMH.
BoT ToMIbKO a%ke MOCMOTPETh Ha MOy YMBILIHIACS Pe3YJIbTAT HE MOIJIA TOJIKOM, IIOTOMY UTO JIeXKaBIIee
B MAKeTe 3epKaJIO ObLJIO OYeHb MaJICHbKUM, KOTOPOE M CTOAMJIOCH TOJIBKO Ha TO, YTOOBI HAKPACHTHCH,
a puyecaThcsi ObLIO U TOTO CIIOJKHEE.
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Vke 3aKOHYMB, OHA B3[IOXHYJIA U OCTAJIach CTOSITh, OKHIAs €r0, MOTOMY YTO Ha KaOJIyKax | B
Y3KOM ILJIaThe CECTh Ha 10J1 ObLIIO 0OYeHb HEY00HO. [IeByIIKa He IOHSIA, CKOJIBKO TaK CTOsLIa, HO HOTH
y Hee 3aTeKJIH, a OTOMY el yKe XOTeJIOCh CeCTh, HO OHa BCE PABHO MYXXECTBEHHO CTOsLIA U JK/1aJia.

— OmmnyHo! — ckazair Makc, BXoas U oLieHuBas ee Bu. — Ocrajiach OaHa MaJIeHbKas JeTalb, —
Ha 3TUX CJIOBAax OH ITIOAOIIEIT K HER U IMPUKPECIIUTT K OI.HGIZHHKy LCIIOYKY.

— llens? — BeigoXxHYyN1a Keccu B mioke.

— A Kak TbI fymasa? — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUJI OH, CMOTPsI Ha Hee YMBJICHHO.

—Ho s xe utak nociyimHa! — ckasajia oHa, He TOHUMasi, TIOYeMy OH HeJJOBOJICH.

Makc HeOXKUAaHHO 3aMaxXHYJICS U Il el TIOIEUnHY.

—Tsl HEerocMyIIHA ¥ TOJBKO YTO JOKAa3ajia 3TO CBOMM HArJIbIM BOIIPOCOM, — CKa3asl OH Pe3Ko,
noka Keccu npwkasia 1aJioHb K IIEKe U CO CTpaxoM HaOmoasa Tenephb 3a ero pykamm.

— 41 ke ckazaun, Oynenb CIynaTbest — Bce OylIeT XOopoIo. A MHaue, — OH cJesial MHOTO3HavH-
TEJIbHYIO TIay3y U TIOCMOTpEJI Ha Hee, a OT OIHOTO TOJBKO ero B3risgaa mo teny Keccn mpobOexant
XOJIOOHBIN 03HOO, U IEBYIIIKA HEBOJILHO TYT K€ CXBATHJIACh 32 LIEKY U TOpIIO.

— 41 3Ha10, — mpocwHIiesa OHa, CMOTPSI Ha HErO KPYIJILIMHU OT CTpaxa IJa3aMu.

— Tak BoT. U He nepeus MHE OoJIbIlIe, — CKa3al MyKYMHA U OMSITh BBIIIIE.

Uepes HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl OH BEpHYJICS YK€ OJETHI caM BO BCE YepHOE, YTO OUYEHb IIJIO eEMY.
OH ObUT OYEHB BOJIHYIOII, HO He it Hee. Morya Makc B3sUT ee 3a IeNoYKY ¥ IOCMOTpe e B TJ1a3a.

— He cmeii ee otcreruBath. Koria u rae 310 MOXHO OyIeT caenaTh pelry s.

Keccu TO1bKO HEPBHO CIVIOTHYJIA M KMBHYJIA.

Torma Makc noBes ee Kyaa-To 1o AoMy. [leByllika MOCIyIIHO 1UIa 32 HUM, U HE MOIJIa He
OTMETHTh, KaK JIETAaHTHO OH OJIET: OISITh STU YepHbIE OPIOKH U pyOaIika, Bce CHIEI0 Ha HeM 3ameva-
TeJIbHO, 00Jerast ommuHylo purypy. OHa He 3Haja, 4To el MPEeJCTOUT U 0YeHb BOJIHOBaIAch. [Ipruem
6OHI>IHC MNepeKruBajlia HE N3-3a TOI'0, KaK BBIIVIAOWUT ceryac uim MOHPABUTCA JIX KOMY-TO U3 MaJIbUU-
KOB, KaK 9T0 OBUIO BCET/Ia, a CMOXET JIM OHa BECTU ceOs1 TaK, YTOObI HE pacCTpoUTh Makca.

«OH BeJb 3a00TUTHCS 000 MHE» — BAPYT OAYMaJIoCh eil. — «OH KOpMHUT MeHs U ofieBaeT. To
e camoe JieIaiy ¥ poauTead. KOHeYHO OH fienaeT 3To Tak, Kak yMeeT, HO BCe ke, 51 ke He YMUPAIo
OT roJIOfIa, OH He UCTSA3aeT MeHsl, He HacuityeT? TonbKo 3acily:)keHHO Hakasas mapy pa3 v BCe...»

Ee MbIciH ipepBas ero rojoc, Korjaa OHM OCTAHOBHJIUCH Y IBEPH.

- I[)IH BCEX Thbl MOA ACBYIIKA C H606I>I‘IHI)IMI/I CCKCyaJIbHbIMU IMMPUCTPACTUAMMU. HyCTb TaK BCE
aymaiot. Thl He JOJKHA HUIKOMY HUYEro paccKasbiBaTh. BooOine, Tydrie moMoauu, — MpOU3HeC OH.

Ha sToM Makc OTKpbUI IBEpb 1 BOIIIES B OTPOMHBIN 3aJ1, T/Ie YK€ HAXOQUJIOCh OTPOMHOE KO-
YeCTBO Hapoyia JIET MPUMEPHO OT IBAALATH A0 ABauaTu nsatu. Y Keccu B miazax 3apsiouio ot Hapsi-
JIOB JIEBYIIIEK W KOJIMUYECTBa Jiiofei. OHa CJIUIIKOM OTBBIKJIA OT 3TOrO.

— Bcem nipuBet! — coBepiieHHO JpYrUM TOHOM MPOU3HEC MapeHb, 0Opamiasich K Apy3bsiM, U
Keccn Ha cekyHay mokazanach, 4TO €il OCIBIIIAIOCh, HACTOIBKO JOOPHIMU M PAAYIIHBIM OBUI €10
rojoc. — A s nipuien He oauH. [TodHakombTech, 310 Keccu.

Ona nuIb cTosIa U XJIoMaja ria3aMu, 0osiCh CKa3aTh XOTb CJIOBO. JIeByIlKa 4eTKO MOMHMIIA
€ero CJI0Ba, YTOOBl OHA MMOMAJIKMBAJIA ¥ IOTOMY HE Pelaiach Jake TOBOPHUTH, TOJIBKO KMBajla Ha TPH-
BETCTBHUS U CTapajiach POBHO JIBIINIATH U HE KPYTHUTh FOJIOBOM, pacCMaTpUBasi BCeX Kak MaJIOJeTKa.

«OH TipuBeN MeHs1 He Be4eprHKY?!?» — TOJIBKO U KPYTHJIOCh Y Hee B TOJIOBE.
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I'naBa 5

Keccu tak mopasui 310 (pakT, 4TO OH IIPUBET €€ HA KAKOE-TO TOPKECTBO, YTO OHA HUKAaK HE
Moria puidTH B cedst. Ho Gorblnie Bcero NeBYIIKY 3aHMMAJIO-3a4€M OH ee CIofia ITPUBEJL.

«[loxBacrarecs CBOEM UIPYLIKOM U MOEW MOKOPHOCTBIO? IloKa3aTh CBOIO BIAaCTh WM ITPOCTO
OT CKYKHU7»

OHa coBepIlieHHO He MOTJIa TIOHATh TOT0 CBOETO «XO3SIMHA», & OT TOrO CKaJlaCh B CTPaxy ero
paccTpouTh erie Oosbliie, OT Yero Ha ¢oHe 3Toro OyHCTBa Becelsbsi YyBCTBOBaa ceds eme Oosee
HecyacTHOM. [leByliKa TMXOHBKO pa3MecTWsIach Ha AMBAaHUMKE W W3aIM HaOMoAasa 3a TaHIylo-
MMM, TBIOIIMMH, CMEIOIIMMUCS, 0€33a00THBIMU TAPHSMU 1 IEBYOHKAMH, KaKOH cama OblTa COBCEM
HelaBHO. Makc cpasy yIen K rocTsiM, M OHa OblTa MpejiocTaBiieHa cama cede. B myme y neBymku
poIMIIach YepHast TOCKa, OHa TOKe KOIZIa-TO TaK ke OblTa CBOOO/IHA, a Terneph?

«[Touemy s1 MOMKHA MCHONHATH €r0 kedaHus?!» — BAPYTr MPOCHYJACh U MoJalia rojioc B Helt
npexHssa Kecen, —«Krto nan emy takoe npaso? Ko, kpome MeHs1 camoid?!»

Kak TospK0 3Ta MBICIIb IIPUILUIA €1 B TOJIOBY, TO YKOPEHWJIACh TaM U YK€ HE OTIycKasa. Torma
OHa, HEMHOTI'O ITOMENIKaB, BCTaJla CO CBOETO AMBAHYMKA M MEJIEHHO IONUIA K CTOJIMKY C 3aKyCKaMU
1 BeIMMBKOM. CTpaHHOe Oe3pasiiure Jake repel Haka3aHueM HakpbUIo NeByliKy. Keccrn 60s13miMBo
B3s1J1a HECKOJIBKO COHIBUYEH M APYTOil 3aKyCKH, a IOTOM ONPOKUHYJNA B cebs1 OOKaJ MIIaMITaHCKOTO,
BEpHee ycrena caesaTh napy Wid TPOMKY OOJBIIMX IVIOTKOB, M YK€ rOTOBa Obljla AOMUTH JO KOHIA,
KakK psiJIOM pas/iajicsi ToIoc, OT KOTOPOTO y Hee BMUT 3ajie/ieHesNa KPOBb, a O0KaJl MOMEHTAILHO HCUe3
U3 €ro pyK.

—Yro THI genaemnb, Keccn? — cripocuit ee Makc 0OMaHUMBO CIIOKOWHO, HO TOJIOCOM, OT KOTOPO#
OOBIYHO CTHIIA €€ KPOBb.

BoT TONBKO IIAMIIAHCKOE YK€ YJApWIO €d B TOJIOBY M OHA, MOBEPHYBILUXCH JIMIIOM K HEMY,
CKazasa:

—Tbl prBE MEHA HA BEYEPUHKY, BOT S M OTABIXAIO.

Keccn Moruia mokysicTbest, 4To JJake B TPOXOTE MY3BIKM YCIIbIINIAA, KAK OH CKPHITHYJT 3yOaMu
OT 3JI0CTH.

— 51 npuBen Te0s1, HOTOMY 4TO Thl XOPOLIO ceOs1 BeJia, HO €CJI Thl MPOJIOKUIIDb ITbSIHCTBOBATD,
TO 51 yBeay Tebs1. M 6e3 HakazaHus He 0OoMIeMCsl.

— Tak MHe cuaeTh M MOTYaTh, KOra Bce BecessaTcsi? 1o OyleT CTpaHHO, €CIH 51, SIKOOBI, TBOST
JEBYIIKa, — TOBOPUJIO TO JIM IIAMITAHCKOE, TO JIU peasibHas Keccr B 3T0T MOMEHT.

Makc 3aJyMYMBO IOCMOTPEI Ha HeEe.

— 1 paspermaio TeGe ecTb BCe, UTO Ha CTOJIE, HO IMUTh HE pa3peniar.

— A ecnu MHe npeJuIokar? — Clpocuiia BAPYT OHa.

— Tbl Bpoae He Oe3MOIBHAs U He OecClIOBECHAs!, — YCMEXHYJICS OH, — YBEPEH, UTO Thl CMOKEIlIb
HalTH OTBET, YTOOBI OTKA3aTh.

Ha sTOoM napens oro1ien ot Hee U OIATh 3aTEPSUICA B TOJIIE FOCTEM.

Keccu HeoxuaHHO ovyyBcTBOBasA ceOsl MOYTH CBOOOIHOM, TOTOMY UTO OH Jall el pa3pelie-
HUe TNpa3HoBaTh. Torga oHa cMeso Moo K CTOMy M HaOpasia Ha TapeliKy pa3jIM4HbIX 3aKyCOK,
9qyBCTBYs ceds1, Kak peOeHOK Ha PokecTBo, KOTOpoMy moaapuiu Kydy nogapkos. [lotom nocrosiia
HEMHOT'0, 3aJyMaBIINCh, B3syla OyMakKHbII CTAKAaHUMK, HAJIUJIA TyJa IIAMIIAHCKOTO U MOCTaBWIIa Ha
TapeJIKy.

«Yto Oyzer oT Tpex MIOTKOB?» — MOIyMaJjla OHa, U TOIIa 0OpaTHO Ha BCE TOT JKe AMBAHYHK.

Tenepp AeByIIKa MeUIEHHO HAClaXAajdach BKYCOM, CMaKysl OObIYHbIE CIH[BUYM, KAK CaMoOe
BKYCHOE YTOLIEHHE, TOYHO 3Has, YTO OHA 3TUM He paccTpouT Makca, 3anyBaja IIAMIIAHCKUM U
HaOsmosiasia 3a roctsaMu. My3blka, KOTopasi 3Bydalia, CTAHOBUJIACh BCe O0Jiee TOMHOM U CEeKCyasIbHOM,
OT Yero napsl CTajlM TaHLIEBaTh OoJiee OTKPOBEHHO, YTO BOJHOBAJIO €€ BOOOPaKEHHE U CYIITHOCTb.
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«A 3TO NPUKOJIBHO, OBITh HA BEUEPHHKE B3POCIIBIX», — IOJyMaa OHa, 3aBOPOKEHHasl IBUXKe-
HHUEM TeJl BO Bce 0osiee OTKPOBEHHBIX JBIKeHHX. —«Ho myist yero ke Makc rpuBen MeHs coga?» -
AymaJjia OHa B OYEepeIHOM pa3, TaK M He IOHUMasl, a ero CJIoBaM He Bepsi. —«HaBepHO, 4TOObI TOCMOT-
PeTh, Kak 51 Oy1y pearpoBaTh Ha Bce 3T0? [IJist 3TOro 1 npuBes — NOU3/IEBAThCs. ITO OUYEHb OXOXKE
Ha TPOCTO APYrod BapuaHT HaKa3aHWs», — MOAyMasla OHa TOCKJIMBO, IOHUMAsI, YTO KpOME e[Ibl eil
HHUYEro He JIOCTYIHO. A 3aTeM 0OpeueHHO B3JOXHYJIA.

Keccu cama He 3Hazna HACKOJIBKO HEBUHHO-WHTPHTYIOIIE U OT 3TOTO BABOIHE COOMA3HUTEb-
Hee BBINIsAeNa, CU/Isl 3araIouHo B OIIEWHUKE ¢ 1enoukoi. [Ipu 3ToM Makc He MmokasbiBal HUKaKUM
00pa3oM, YTO OHa JIEMCTBUTEHHO ero JeByiika. OH HU pa3y HU cell PSIOM C Hell, HU TpUIIacuil
Ha TaHell, KpOMe OJHOTO TOTO Pa3roBOpa MEJIbKOM, KOTJIa OH 3alpeTul e MUTh aJIKOrofb. A OHa,
yXe TOJl IEWCTBUEM BBIUTOTO, BAPYT B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT MOYYBCTBOBaJA ceOsl MOUTH aOCOMIOTHO
cBo6oHOM. [1o KpOBH pa3InIOCh MPUATHOE TETUIO, U OIIyIIeHHe ObUIO TAKOE, YTO OHA CMOXET BCE U
Bce OyzieT npekpacHo. HeoxumaaHHO K Hel Mojices MPUSATHBINA MOJIOJOM YeIOBEK, JIET IPUMEPHO J1Ba-
ALATU JBYX WM cTapiie. Keccu olieHMBaIne NocMoTpesia Ha Hero, ¥ MOHSUIA, YTO OH ei OYeHb JIake
HpaBuTcs. bosbie Makca TOYHO, XOTsI TOT ObLT MOTPSICAIONIE KPACHB, HO TOJBKO XOJIOIXHOM, bSIBOJIb-
CKOH KpacoTOH, B OTIIMYMH OT 3TOro odasTenbHoro napus. Ee «xo3suH» BooOIIe Ka3aics AEBYIIKe
rpyOMSIHOM U TUPAHOM, KECTOKUM CaJUCTOM, TO3TOMY OHA OTUETJIMBO 3HAJIA LIEHY M OOMaHYUBOCTh
€ro 3araJlo4HoN BHEITHOCTH.

— IIpuBer — ckazan napens, — MeHs1 30ByT CtuB. Kak Tebe, HpaBUTCSA 37€Ch?

— IIpuBer, — ynbIOHYIACh OHA KOKETJIMBO, — HETUIOXO.

CTHB capKacTUYECKH Ha Hee MOCMOTpel.

—Yt0-TO HE OueHb noxoxe. CUAnIIL TYT OfHA. MOXKeT, Thl XOUYelIb MOTaHIIeBaTh? — BAPYT CIIPO-
CHJI OH.

— Bo3MoxHO, — HeorpeaeneHHO OTBETHUIa OHa, (PIMpTYysI.

Keccn ObuT0 HEBBIPA3UMO TPUATHO, YTO ITOT OoJiee B3POCIBI MYKYMHA MPOSIBISIET K HEl
uHTepec. OCOOEHHO IMocIe CBOETO yeAMHeH!s B Kamopke. OHa He coOrpasiach TaHIIEBaTh C HUM, HO
caM (paKT TOro, YTO OH OOpaTUII Ha Hee BHUMAaHUE JIbCTUJI €M, a aJIKOTOJIb TYMaHIJI pa3yM.

— Hy tak kak? — cipocus1 CTUB, NPOBOKALIMOHHO CMOTPSI Ha HEe.

OH BHJEN, YTO JEBYIIKA KONEONeTCs, HO ee Ofek/]1a, HEBUHHOCTb BO B3IJIs[E U YepTax U MpH
9TOM KHMHK OIIEHHUK Ha I1ee Oepenu ero (aHTtasuio, a OT COUYETaHHs BCETO 3TOTrO CTOMb MPOTHBO-
TMOJIOXKHOTO, MY)KYMHA YyBCTBOBAJI HAMPSI)KEHUE B TIaXy.

— Hy noiinem torga, He cMymiancsi! — cka3al OH HEKHO IIENOTOM, HAKJIOHUBILUCH K HEl.

Keccu u He noHs1a TOJMIKOM, KaK O4yTWJIach HA UMITIPOBU3UPOBAHHON TaHUILIomaake. Ctus
OOHMMAJT ee W MPIKUMAJ K ceOe, Kperrde v Oke, YeM OOBIYHO Jiesiaii ee CBepcTHUKU. OHa uyB-
CTBOBaJIa, KaK OH JIBIIIUT, HO OOJBILIETO TOro Bpoae cede He MO3BOJISI, MO3TOMY OHA OTAasach Ha
BOJTIO TaH1[a. Eff HEOXKMIaHHO MOHPABIIIOCh YyBCTBOBATh, KaK OH OOHMMAET e, KaKoe KPErKoe MyK-
CKOE TeJI0 OHa YyBCTBYET IOJl CBOMMHU JIAJOHAMU. Pa3zHMIIa MEXAy B3pOCIBIM MYXYMHOW U Majlb-
YMKaMH, C KOTOPHIMU OHa (pIIMpTOBajia paHbllle B3BOIHOBANA ee. JeByIllka 3aKpbljia Iia3a, Hacua-
kaanack TaHeMm co CtuBoM. B ronose OblT NpUATHBINA TyMaH. BHe3armHO oHa OYHYJAch OT TpaHca
Y OTKpbLJIA I71a3a, MOHSB, YTO YTO-TO M3MEHWIOCh. Keccn ouyTuiiach B yeIMHEHHON KOMHATE, KOTO-
pasi OblTa OCBeIleHa TOJIbKO MPUKPOBATHOM JIaMIIOH, a mocepeanHe cTosiia KpoBarh. CTHB ke yxe
CTPACTHO LIEJIOBAN ee, TIIyOOKO MPOHMKASI SI3bIKOM €l B POT M CTPACTHO CXKUMas ee STOAMIIBI, TIPH-
kuMas K ceOe ere kpermue. OHa MOYYBCTBOBaJIA, KaK YTO-TO YIIUPAETCs €l B KUBOT, [IOHUMAs], YTO
MMEHHO 3TO M MOCTENEHHO OCO3HABAs, YTO XOUYET OT Hee ITOT My)unHa. OH 1eIoBaJl ee ITyOOKUM
OTKPOBEHHO-CTPACTHBIM TIOLIENTyeM BOXkIeJeHus1, 1 Keccn nake He Moryia HUYero cKasaThb, a TOJIBKO
BO3MYIIIEHHO CTOHAJIA, TIHITAsICh BRIPBAThCs1, HO OH OBbLJT SIBHO CHJIbHEE, yepKuBasi. Bopyr oHa movys-
CTBOBaJIa, KaK €€ pyKa CyAOPOKHO 3aIUpaeT ee 100Ky, M OH MOBAJIMJI €€ Ha KpOBaTh, HABAIMBIIIUChH
Ha Hee CaM.
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Tenepp yxe COBEPIIIEHHO UCITYTaBIIUCh, JaXe MO AJIKOToJIeM, JEBYIIKA OTYasTHHO OpbIKAJIach
U3 MOCNIETHAX CHJI, HO MYKYMHA TPHKAJI €€ BECOM CBOETO TeJIa, ASHCTBYs YBEPEHHO U Ipy0o, a pyKoii
MPOJOJIKAsI IAPUTD y Hee Moj1 I0OKOM, ITOYTH JOCTUTHYB IIeJIM M BOJIs MaJIblIaMK MeX 1y ee Hor. Keccu
oTyasiiach BIOpaThest. OHa BAPYT C yKacoM MOHSIA, YTO TO, YEero OHa Tak 00sIach, 8 UIMEHHO HAaCH-
Jive Haj Hel, BOT-BOT CIIyUUThCS, TaK ke rpy0o U MEep3KO, KaK OHA M Mperosaraia eiie B CrajbHe
Makca. OHa yxe 4yBCTBOBAJ €ro MaJiblibl TaM. TUXue cjie3bl CKBO3b OTUASHHYIO OOPbOY MOTEKJIH IO
ee JIILY, CHJT KpuJaTh He Ob10, TeM Oosee CTUB MPOIOIKAT B UCCTYTUIEHUN TEP3aTh €€ POT, MO3BO-
JI51s1 TOJTBKO CTOHATb.

BHezanHO JBeph pacnaxHynach, U OHA SIBCTBEHHO YCJIbIILIANA MOYTH 3BEpUHBbIA phIK. CTUB
MOMEHTAJILHO OBbLIT CAEPHYT C Hee, a 3aTeM OHA CJIbIIIaja TOIbKO ITTyXHe yIapbl U CTOHBI, HE B CHJIaX
Jaxe B3IOXHYTh OT yXaca WM OTKPHITh I1a3a. Korga oHa Bce-Taky Hamuia B ce0e CUJIbl M CMOTJIa
MOCMOTpPETh, TO yBUjena, yto CTUB BajsieTcsl Ha CIIMHE Ha TIONY, a HAa HEM CUAUT Makc U HaHo-
CUT TsDKeJIble pa3MepeHHbIE YAaphl IO JIMITY, OT Yero roioa CTHBa OE3BOJIBHO 3aITPOKU/IBIBAETCS TO
BJIEBO, TO BIpaBo. Jlaxke B mosiyMpake KOMHaThl Keccr BHesa 3BeprHBIN Myraopii ockaa Makca
Ha KPacHWBOM JIMIIE U €r0 KOCTSIIKH, COUThie 10 KpoBH. [I0TOM, B KaKOH-TO HEBBIHOCHMO IOJTHIA
MOMEHT, OH HEOKMJAHHO JOCTAJT ICTOJIET U3-3a CIIMHBI ¥ IIPUCTaBIII ero Ko 10y CTrBa, 3aTeM B3Be
Kypok. Makc Joxaancs, Korjaa TOT OTKPbLT 3aTyMaHeHHbIE 171433, U TIIYX0 CKas3all:

— Ona mos! Mos coOCTBEHHOCTb, ThI ITOHAJ?

ToT nub ene-esie KUBHYJ U MOTEPsIT COHAHUE.

3atem Makc pe3Ko BCKOUMII, C OSIIEHbIMH I71a3aMH TOJOIIEN K HEel, OCTaBIJI €€ Ha HOTH U
TYT k€ HAOTMalllb JJaJ1 €} MOIEeYrHY. A 3aTeM TaK ke TUXO U 3JI0Bellle pou3Hec, cMoTps Ha Keccu
YEepHBIMU XOJIOAHBIMH I71a3aMH, ITPY STOM epXka B OJIHOM PyKe MUCTOJIET, HO CTBOJIOM B TIOJI, & BTOPOM
CXBaTHB ee 3a TIOI00POJIOK.

— 41 ke ckazan, 4To 3arperiaio Tede MUTh! — MM OH, — WIIK YTO, 51 HEAOCTATOYHO MOHSATHO
310 caenan?!

—Her, — mpomenTtana AeByIIKa, 9yBCTBYs BKYC KPOBH BO PTY.

Omna BIpyT MOHSIA, YTO OH pacceK ey mieKy o 3yObl, Korga ynapuil. Makc e cXBaTHiI ee 3a
LETIOYKY OIEWHHKA, PE3KO AEPHYJT Ha ce0s1 M MOTAIIIT U3 CHAJIbHU M U3 3aJ1a, TaK U He yOpaB MUCTO-
net. Korna oHu yxe ObLTM B €ro KOMHATe, OH MOCMOTpEN Ha Hee, IPUTSHYB K cede 3a IeNOYKy Ha
OIIETHUKE MAKCUMAJILHO OJIM3KO K CBOEMY JIUILY.

— Tel ocnymanack MeHs U Oyzienib Haka3aHa. Vivelt B BUIY — s BUAed Bce TBOU (DOKYCHI CO
CTaKaHYMKaMH, — IIPOIIMIIEN OH, CMOTPsI YePHBIMH CBOMMH CTPAIITHBIMU I7Ia3aMH Ha Hee, 3aTeM pa3-
BEPHYBIIIMCh U KECTKO TMOTSIHYB €€ 3a LIEMOUKY, MOBeJ B ee KOMHATKY. [leBymika ¢ TpyioM rnepedu-
pajia HoraMM M TMpaKTUYEeCKH He YyBCTBOBaJa CBOE Tello, emle ourymas pyku Ctusa Ha cede. OT
MIePEeKUTOrO CTpaxa M IOKa OHa JIa)ke He YyBCTBOBAJIAa ceivyac HU OO, HU yKaca niepe]] Ipsyay M
HakazaHueM. Huyero.
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I'maBa 6

Makc noages ee ¥ BTOJKHYJI B KOMOPKY, CaM OCTaBILIKCh Ha ITOpOre.

— Ha cerogns s cimmkom ycran. Pasouparscs ¢ Toboii Oyay 3aBTpa. U moBeps, Masio Tebe He
MOKAXETCs1, — IPOU3HEC OH XOJIOHO.

Ha stom oH 3anep asepb, u Keccu gpoxka BceM TeioM, ocesia Ha I10J1, YC/BIIAB TOJNbKO, KaK
OH yJaJisiercsl.

— Heyxenu npoHeciio?!? — BbIIOXHYJA AEBYIIIKA.

Ho 1yt oHa BcioMHmMIIa ero oOemaHue, OT Yero ee KpoBb TYT K€ 3acThlla B kUJax. B3z
Makca B TOT MOMEHT ObLJT TAKUM XOJIOJHBIM U TaKUM KECTOKMM, 4To Keccu cHiibHO cOMHeBasiach,
YTO OH MPOCTUT €l CBOU PAa3OUThIE PYKH U UCIOPYEHHYIO BEUEPHHKY.

OmHa BApYr MpeAcTaBUIa, KaK 3TO BCE BHIIVIAZIENO CO CTOPOHBI, U 3aXkajla B HEMOM YyXKace poT.
Ho xoTs oH HMuero He ciai el ceroaHs, 1 Keccu OTHOCHTENIBHO CIIOKOMHO JIeTvia CIiaTh, HO OT MbIC-
JIeHl, 10rajioK, JIOMBICJIOB U CTPaxoB OHa MPOBOpOYaJIach BCIO HOUb Ha MOJY, a TIOTOM B U3HEMOXe-
HHUM YCHYJIa B ro3e 3MOproHa. Ho naxe Torma neByIIka He cMOIIa 3aCHYTh ITyOOKHMM BOCCTaHO-
BUTEJIbHBIM CHOM, a MpUObIBaja B TPEBOXKHOM JpemMoTe. A KOrja ee Bce-TaKu CMOPUJI COH, TO ei
CHWJIUCh BCSIKME YKAachl: TO OHA 3a/IpIXaJlach, & TO BOKPYI HEe CTOSUIM MYKUMHBI U KAAJIM, KOrAa
MOXHO IPUCTYIUTh K HAacWIvI0. Ha KaKoM-TO OYeHb CTpaIllHOM MOMEHTE JIEBYIIKA PE3KO OTKpbLIa
7132 U TSDKEJIO JIbIIa OT CTpaxa, BCKOUMIIA, 3aTeM CYJOPOKHO OCMOTpeach, YTOObI IOHATD, UTO BCE
9TO e IeHCTBUTENBHO COH. [IOHSB, UTO TaK M €CTh, OHAa OOJIErYEHHO BBIIOXHYJIA M TAK U CUJIeNIa, He
B cuyiax Oosblle ycHYTh. Keccn ake He MOHsIa, YTO TaK M He NIepeosieniach, a BCI0 HOUb MPOBeJa B
Pa30IpaHHOM CHU3Y KPaCUBOM YEPHOM ILIAThE.

JleByIlIka He 3aMeTUJ1a, KaK ee BCe-TaK1 CMOPUJIO BTOPOM pas3, M OHa ONSATh POBAJIMJIACH B COH,
riry6okmii 1 Mpaunblid. Korna ke Keccn mpuiiuia B ce0s1 yxe KOTOPBIA pas, TO yCIbIIana, Kak OTKpPbI-
BaeTcs ABEpb ee KOMOpKH. Ha mopore crosti1 MpauHblii Makc BO BceM YEpHOM 110 OOBIKHOBEHHIO.

— Bcerana? — cripocuit oH cyxo.

Keccu TyT ke pe3Ko cesla Ha CBOei MIMITPOBU3MPOBAHHOW KPOBATH, a CKOpEe JIEKaHKE, HEPBHO
MO KaB Tof, ce0s1 OOChIle HOTH.

— Hy kak? Tsl nomymasia HajJy CBOMM MOBEAEHHEM ? — CITPOCUIT OH, BHECS CTYJI U Ca/1SICh HA HETO,
CIIMHKOM Nepeji HUM, IIMPOKO pacCcTaBUB HOru npsmo nepen Keccu.

— Jla, — ApoxalM roJ0COM U B IIJIOXOM IPEAYYBCTBUU ITPOM3HECIIA JEBYIIKA.

— X3HK, 3ax0qu! — BAPYT IPOMKO cKa3aj Makc.

Ha ero rosnoc B KOMOpKY BBaJIMJICSI X3HK, TOT CaMblid OTPOMHBIH TyTo# amba, kotoporo Keccu
HeHaBujies1a Bce (puOpamu IyIv 1 KOTOpPOMY IOHOIIA He Jajl ee yOUTb.

— Yro, 60cc? — cipoCHI TOT HEMHOTO CTPaHHO PaCTSATMBasi CIOBA.

— TeGe HpaBuTcs AeBYOHKA? — cipocul BApYr Makce, misas Ha Keccu Komounm B3MISA0M, OT
Yero Ta BKaJjach B 10J1. Bce ee HOUHbIE CTpaxy BO3POAMIIUCH B AEBYIIIKE C HOBOM CTpAIIHOW CUJIOM,
a OT HUX U MbIC/IEl, Cpa3y 3aloHUBIIMX T'0JIOBY, OHA HE MOIJIA HOPMAJILHO JIbIIIATh U IBUTAThCS.

— Keccu, BcTanb! — croKOMHO npuka3zail Makc.

Oma 6blJ1a TOTOBA HA YTO YTOAHO, JIMIIIL Obl OH MOAOOPE U HE HAKA3aJI €€ MJTK ObLT XOTh HEMHOT'O
JIOsIbHEE, a MIOTOMY TYT K€ BCKOUYMJIA U 3acThbula. AMOaJl ke TeM BPEMEHEM Yxke MOAOLIes K Heil
BIUIOTHYIO M YXMBLIBHYJICSI, CMOTPSI CBEPXY BHU3.

— Bnosnge, 6occ.

— A 4t0 OBI THI € Hell caenan? — cnpocu Makc, He oOpaias BHUManue Ha Keccun, TOHOM, Kak
OyaTo eMy ObLIO MHTEPECHO YCIIBIIATh KAXIYI0 MeJIOUb. A TOT U HE CTaJl CKPbIBaTh.

— Bocc, s Obl ciaBHO ee MoTHCKall, a MoToM Byl Obl BO Bee Ipipouku. Ho B Hauane oHa Obl,
KOHEYHO JOCTaBMIa Obl MHE YIOBOJIbCTBHE CBOMM PTOM, — — CKAOpE3HO 3asBMJI aMOaJl, y KOTOPOTO
OT NPECTaBJIEHUsI BCETO TOTO, YTO FOBOPHUT, 3arOpeJIiCh I71a3a.
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Keccun nobnennena u B yxace nocMorpena Ha Makca, He Bepsl, UTO OH TMO3BOJIUT 3TOMY CITy-
YHUTHCS, ¥ HEMPOU3BOJIbHO Havasla MATUTHCS K CTEHE.

— Hauunaii, — THXO ¥ paBHOIYIITHO MTPOM3HEC OH, BCE TaK Xke paccnableHHO CUS Ha CTYyIIe.

Ona, emie He OCO3HAB, YTO Makc 3TO pa3pelii, TUXO MUCKHYJIA W TOIbITAIach 3a0UThCS B
MoOYI0 IIeTb, JTUIIb Obl N30€eKaTh AaXke MPUKOCHOBEHH S, HO aMOal HEYMOJIMMO MPUOIMKAIICS K HEel,
BXKAaBILIEWCSl B CTEHY. A €ro poT TYT ke MCKpPHMBUJIA YCMeIIKa MpeiBKYIIeHUs U MoXoTu. Bep3uia
TIOJIONIEN K Hel BIUIOTHYIO, ormast Keccu 3a Tanuio, mprskai OTHOM PyKOH K CTeHe Tak, YTOObl OHa
He Moria cOexarh, a IIOTOM CXBaTUJI BTOPOM OIPOMHOM PYKOM 3a Tpydb U pe3KO CkKaJjl, Ha YTO OHa
OMKHYJIa OT OOJH.

— Bocc, a 51 Bce Mory nenatb? — Cipocuil BIPYT X3HK, YKe BO30Y:KASHHO /I, 0O pHYBIIUCH
Y CMOTPsI Ha IOHOIITY TOPSIIIIMMHE MOXOTBIO T71a3aMH.

— Bcee, — nociieoBa CioKOMHBIN OTBET Makca.

Keccu ve Bepuia ceonm ymaMm. Eine Buepa oH 4y Th He youst CTuBa 3a 9T0 ke, a ceiiyac oTaaBal
ee 9TOMY KMBOTHOMY, 3Hasl, YTO OHA HEBUHHA.

Torna amban yIoBIETBOPEHHO 3aypyal, Ppe3Ko, OTHUM JIBIKEHHEM, pa30pBall ee IJIaThe Crie-
peau CBepXy 1O Taluu, OT Yero OTKPbUIACh I'Pyldb NEBYIIKM B KPAacMBOM OIOCTE, OTTSHY/I OIHY
yareyky Oesibsi BHU3 TaK, YTOObI OHA ee TPpy/ab OblTa eMy JOCTYIHA. A IMOTOM CXBAaTHJI 32 COCOK M
HEMHOT'0 OTTSIHYB, KPyTaHYJI Ha IEBSHOCTO IPaIyCoOB, YIOBJIETBOPEHHO U C HACIAXAEHUEM YIIbIOAsICh
OT ee rpumMachl 6011, a Keccr B Kakoii-ToO MOMEHT CTaJI0 HACTOIBKO HECTEPIMMO OOJIBHO, YTO OHA He
BbIJIEpXKaJla M BCKPUKHYJIA, a aMOaJl TOJIbKO YCMEXHYJICS.

— HpaButcsa? — cnipocrn Makc He noHsTHO, amOaiia nim Kecen.

Oma faxe He 3aMeTUJIa, YTO OT CTpaxa U 00U y Hee KaTATCs TUXHE CIIe3bl.

X3HK ke TeM BpeMeHEeM OJHOU PyKOH CKaJl ee Tpy/b ellle pa3 u OobHee, a BTOPOH yKe pa3-
JBUTAJ €€ HOTH, MBITAsICh MPOOPaThCsl K CAaMOMY €€ COKPOBEHHOMY, Ha 3ToM Keccu He Bbigepkasa
Y MCTOITHO 3aKpUYaa:

— Heeeerrr!

— XBarut! — TYT ke psBKHYJA Makc, Ha 4yTo amOaJl pa304apoOBaHHO 3abIIIAN U TUXO CKazall,
TOJIBKO TPHUICPKHUBAsI ee:

— bBocc, s ke TospKo pacnanuics!

— 41 ckazan xBatutT! — cKazas Makc XOJIOIHO HACTONBKO, YTO y Keccu co3zpanoch orryleHue,
YTO KaXJJ0€ €ro CJIOBO PEeKeT Kak OpUTBa.

JleByiika apliiana rIyOOKO U MPEphIBUCTO OT MEPEToNHSBIIErO ee yxkaca, Tak U OCTaBasiCh
y CTEHbl U HE CMesl ABUHYTHCS WM JIaXe MPUKPBITBCSA. AMOAJ, BUAMMO, BCE TIOHSI, OOJIE3HEHHO
IJICTTHYJI ee 1o Oepy, C COkKaIeHHEM BCe €X OTITYCTHB M CMOTPS TOCKJIMBBIM B3IJISIIOM, Kak Ha Ipu3,
KOTOPBIY MOYTH OBLT €10, a TETeph €ro BAPYT MoyeMy-To otoOpaii. B rimyOuHe ria3 XsHKa cBeTHIIaCh
YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO MPH JII0O0H yI0OHOH BOZMOKHOCTH OH TOUYHO HaBepcTaeT ymyiieHHoe. Keccu xe
B y)Kace BTSHYJIA TOJIOBY B TUICUH.

— A TBI clTaiKasi, — MPOIIETITAJ OH Mepejl TeM, KaK OTONTHU U JIM3HYJT BCEM SI3BIKOM €€ ILEKY, OT
yero Keccu oT omep3eHust 3aTpscio erie cujbHee.

— Ioren BOH, — CIIOKOWHO, HO pe3Ko MpHKa3zal Makc X3HKY.

Awmban 6pocun Ha Keccn nocieaHuil TOCKJIMBBII B3IJISA U BBILIEI.

—Tor 3TOrO XO0TeNa? — CKBO3b 3yOBI MpoM3HEC BAPYr Makc BCTaB M MPUOMMIKASCH K HEH. —
Thl XOTeNa NONYYnTh He3aObIBaeMble YIOBOILCTBHE? MOKET MHE Buepa He CeIoBajio Tebe MelaTh
HaClaxaaTbesi? — cKaszaj OH, yXkKe MPUCTAIBLHO CMOTPS € B IJla3a, HUYYTh He oOpalasi BHUMaHue
Ha ee 0OOHaXEeHHYIO Ipyab. — MM MHE HyKHO ObUIO B CaMblil IEPBBII IEHb MyCTUTH TeOsI MO KPYTY,
YTOOBI yIOBJIETBOPUTH TBOU AITETHTHI?

—HueeeTTT, — TUXO B IIOKE TOJIBKO U mienTaina Keccu, 1poxa BceM TeoM OT TOJIBKO 4YTO Tepe-
JKUTOTO.

Makc nogascs Briepe[, MpuOIU3UBIIKCH M BCTaB TIepe] Hell.
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— 4 4gr0 ckazan TeGe nenath Buepa? — BCE TaK K€ 3aMOPAKMBAIOIIUM TOJIOCOM CIIPOCUT €€
napeHb. — OTBeyvaii! — pe3ko OpocuII OH.

— EcTb, HO He MUTh, — OTHUMU TyOaMu TponsHecaa Keccu, yIuBisisch, 4To elle MOXET rOBO-
PHTH OT yKaca.

— Tak mouemy THI MeHs ociymanack?!? — CIPOCHII OH, CXBATUB JEBYLIKY 32 MOAOOPOIOK U
MIPUTIOHSAB €€ TOJIOBY TaK, YTOOBl OHA CMOTpeJia TOJILKO B €r0 YepHbIe JIe[sIHbIEe I71a3a, TIPH STOM
yroJ u3ruda meu Obul octatouHo Oose3HeHeH s Keccu. — 1 He mpukasan teGe aenarh HUYEro
CJIOKHOTO, JII00asi Jypexa Obl cMorvia! — pa3apakeHHO PSBKHYI OH.

Keccu crosina y creHsl, cMOTpera B ropsiiiye OenieHCTBOM I71a3a Makca, 1 ee TpsICIo KpyITHOM
apoxbio. OHa rocnie amb6ana axe 00sIach MPEICTaABUTD, UTO €IIIe €€ «XO3WH» MPUIyMaeT JUIsl Hee
B BHJIe HakazaHusi. Ho BApyr ee MyumTellb pe3KO OTITYCTHII M OTOIIIEIN,  3aTeM OIISITh CEJ Ha CTYJI BCe
B TOU XK€ I03€. KaBaJIOCL, OH IBITACTCA PEHINTL YTO-TO, XOTS BHECIIHE 6bIH CIIOKOE€H, TOJIBKO B3IJISA
CBEpKaJl OEIIEHCTBOM.

— Tlonenoch, uyro CTUB MOOUT MMEHHO TaKuWe pa3BleyeHUs], KaK W Hall X39HK. A WHOIIA
NokecTye U moOoJIe3HeHHee, a TBOH OLIEHHHK SIBHO €ro BO30Y/HJI, — CJIOBHO MOJTy4asi YJOBOJILCTBUE
OT OCO3HAHUA B €€ IVIa3aX, MEIJIEHHO LA KaXI0€e CI0BO Makc. — A celyac OH IO TBOEU BUHE
B KOME.

OH nocMOTpes1 Ha Hee KECTKO U ¢ TOPSIIEeH HEHABUCTBIO B IJ1a3ax.

-4 CIICMAaJIbHO BCCX MPpEAYIIPECaAnII, ‘ITO6LI K T€6e HE NMOAXOOWJIN U €CJIX YTO, TO Thl JOJIXKHA
JaTh CBOE coryacue. A Thl Kak MOCJIAHS Jypa Ha BCe COTTIacuiIach! — elle He YCIIOKOMBIIICH, TOBO-
PUJI OH, Kak OyITO pasroBapuBall C UIAMOTKOM.

Keccu criotHyna, ToJbKO ceityac MOHsIB, OT Yero OH ee yoeper.

— 3TO OH ellle He 3HAJ, YTO TH JeBcTBeHHUIIA! BOT ObI OH ¢ TOOOM moBeceswics! Bpsa mu ol
Obl CMOIJIa XOIUTb CETOHSI, — 3JIOBEIlE MPOJOJIKAN PaccKas3biBaTh el Makc.

JeBy1iika ciymmana ero u Bce Oosnpine OeHesna. OHa BooOIIe efie Aepkasach Ha Horax, BepHee,
y’e MPOCTO THXO CHOM3/IA Ha MoJl. Bce ee cTpaxu BepHYJIUCh K HEeW ¢ MPeKHe CUIION, eciid He C
OOJIBIIIEH.

— A B mamMmnasckoe J00aBJIeHbl TICUXOTPOIHBIE BELIeCTBa, Jaoime 3pgeKT pacciaadbiaeHus u
ocnalneHrst BOJM. 3HAIONIME HE TBIOT, — BAPYT 100ABUII MapeHb, CJIOBHO Kejlas OKOHYATEIbHO ee
JIOOUTb.

— Ho 3auem?!? — TOJNBKO U BBIIOXHYJIA OHA.

Makc ycMexHyJICH.

— UroOwl BeueprHKa ynaiach. [IpuBoauM 1eBouYeK, OHa HANMBAIOTCSI, KOMY-TO TIOBE3ET, — OH
PaBHOJIYIITHO TOKAJI TUICYaMHU.

Keccu coBcem nodnennena. Makc orsth MoAoIIes K Hell, MprUces Ha KOPTOUYKH U yKe B3SIB ee
JIMIIO OTHOM PYKOM 32 IOAOOPOIOK MOTHOCTHIO, KOTJja MaJIbIIbl TPyO0O CKMMAU ee IIEKH, TIOJHSII ee
TOJIOBY TaK, YTOOBI CMOTPEThH €l MPSIMO B TJ1a3a.

— HoGpo noxasnoBars B Mol Mup! OH Tereps U TBOH, IPUBBIKA!

OHa ToJbKO BbIIOXHYJIA. HUKoraa 3a Bcio cBOIO ku3Hb Keccr He cTajikuBaiach ¢ TAKMM KOJIH-
YECTBOM JKECTOKOCTH, IIMHU3MA, I'PSI3U, C KOTOPBIMH CTOJIKHYJIACh 32 BpeMsl IpeObIBaHMSI 311ECh U C
TOTO Y)KaCHOTO JHSI.

— [osToMy THI HOJKHA CITYHIAThCS MEHSI BO BCeM OeCHpeKocsIoBHO! — nobaBmin Makc pa3me-
PEHHO, KaK HACTOSIIEeH UAMOTKE M 3aTeM PE3KO OTITYCTUII ee, Cpa3y BCTasl HaJ Hel KaK WCIIOHH. —
41 TBOM x0351MH U 32604ych 0 Tebe. Thl moHsa?!

— Hla, — ¢ TpyaOM Haijisi CWJIbl OT BCEro, MpoIlenTajia OHa, cefvyac NeCTBUTEbHO MTOBEPUB B
3TO Y OCO3HAB 3Ty UCTUHY, YTO UMEHHO 3TO OH U JIeNIaeT.

V6enuBIImch, 4TO OHA AEWCTBUTEIHHO MOHSIA, MaKc pa3BepHYJICS U BHIIIE, 3a1iepeB 3a COOO0M
aBepb, ocTaBB Keccu camoil oco3HaBaTh Bce TO, K YeMy MOIJIO IIPUBECTH ee TIOBeJeHHeE.
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I'nasa 7

V Hee ObUIO AOCTATOYHO BPEMEHU NTOAYMATh 000 BCEM, IIOTOMY YTO MOCJIC ITOTO Cliydasd Maxkc
K Hel B KOMODPKY OITATH MEPECTAl IPUXOOHNTh. Ona cHOBa He 3Hajla CKOJIBKO BpPEMEHU ITPOLLTIO, HO
Cyad 1o €€, Mo4YTH HEACIA.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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