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I'maBa 1

Tonot Hor cectpsl Epumus yenplmana 3a1051ro 10 Toro, Kak AHHa CTpEMUTEIbHO BOPBAJIACH
B JIOM, €/IBa He OIIPOKHMHYB BeJpo ¢ Bogo. Crapiuas u3 1eBull Bpok ¢ ykopoM rnocmoTtpesna Ha Hee U,
MOJIOTKHYB 100KY, POAOJIKIIIA MBITh 110J1. Be3ycoBHO, 3T0 He ABOpPSAHCKOe 3aHsATHE, a Bpoku Kak-
HUKaK OapOHBI, HO B HEKOTOPHIX CIydasX YepHyl0 paboTy mpuxomurcs jaenatb camuM. OcoOeHHO
€CJIM OTHBIHE BbI O€/THBI, Y CITy’KaHKH BBIXOHOM, a ThI IIPUHECIIA Ha HOrax 3eMJIio U3 cajga. He Tak yx
3TO U CJIOKHO — HaKJIOHUTbCA U yOpath 3a coOoil. [Tocne cMa3zaTh KOy CMEChI0 MeJla ¥ TOILJIEHOTO
KyPIIOYHOro %upa. Torna pyku ocTaHyTCs INIAJKUMM, 4TO Obl TAM HU BOpYaJia MaTylIKa.

AHHa NpUILIACHIBAJIA HA MECTe, SIBHO NbITASCh MIPUBJIEYb BHUMaHUe cecTpbl. [Ipuiiocs noxu-
HSATb I'OJIOBY.

— Hy?

— 51 crany umneparpuneit! — 6e3 npeauciIoBrs BbINAIMIIA AEBYIIKA.

Edumus onemmia, fjaxe TpANKY OTIOKHIIA.

— C yero Bapyr?

— Bor!

AHHa C ropaoCThio MpOTSHY/Ia KOHBepT. Ecbumuy He n0BOOMIOCH BUJETh Takue C JIBEHa-
ALIATU JIET, KOTAa OHU JKWJIM B CTOJIMLE M AEPXKald LeJIbli [TaT npuciayru. benocHexxHas muioTHas
Oymara, TUCHeHblIi repd Proska. BHyTpu BbIBeIeHHOE aKKypaTHBIM IMCAPCKUM TTOYEPKOM TpUTJIalie-
HHE SBUThCS Ha HeKuil 0T00p U pakcumuie Ero Mmneparopckoro Bennuectsa Bapaena mepusa.
Wms nonmydaresnst He 3HAYMIIOCh, HO TIO KaKOK-TO MPUYMHE AHHA peruia, OyITo MUCbMO aJpecOBaHO
en.

— Huyvero He nonumaro!

Edumus, kayas rojoBoi, BepHy/a KOHBEPT CeCTpe.

— Hy 1ol TeMHas! — 3akaTuiia rma3za AHHa U 3aKpyXKUJIach 1o npuxoxeid. — Heyxenu Tel HUUero
He CJIbllana 00 IMIepaTopckoM otoope?

— Her, — yecTHO npu3Haiack JeBylIKa.

Kak-T1o He 10 Toro 6su10. To HaIO CHE3AUTH K POCTOBILMKY, 3aJT0KUTh OYEPEIHbIE IParoreH-
HOCTH, TO JIOTOBOPHUTHCS O MOYMHKE 3a00pa. D10 AHHa nopxaet. Matb ee nzbasoBasia. MoxeT, 4yB-
CTBOBAJIa BUHY 3a TO, YTO JIMIIIMJIA MJI/AIIEHbKYI0 Oecrieqroro aerctBa? OHa Oblila COBCEM KPOXOH,
KOTJJa BCE CIIyYMIIOCh.

AHHa TSKKO B3JOXHYJA U, BCTaB B MO3Yy, MOICMOTPEHHYI0 Ha IpPE/ACTaBJIEHUH OpOASYEro
TeaTpa: YyTb BHICTABUB BIIEPE HOTY U 3alIPOKMHYB IOJIOBY — MOSICHUJIA!

— Hy kax xe, D¢pdu, no ykasy ummeparopa cziesiajii ClUCKU BceX He3aMY)KHHMX JEBUIl U pa3o-
CcJIaJM npuryameHus. M BOT 1BaaToro yucia s 10KHa SIBUThCS Ha 3aceJaHue OTOOPOYHON KOMHUC-
cuu rpaderBa. be3 o0un, cectpeHka, HO Thl HE OAXOIUIIb. B MpumialieHuy 4eTKo CKa3aHo: A0 JBa-
Auaté ogHoro roja. Tam Oyzmer ele TpW COTHH AEBHII, — OECIIEYHO 00aBWIa AEBYIIKA, — HO 3TO
cymue nyctsaku! § Bemrpaio.

Edumus npuaupuyuBo ocMoTpesia MIaAIIyI0 CECTpY: BAPYT AeHCTBUTENbHO BbhiMIpaeT? Bos-
PacT NOAXOIAIIMHI — IIECTHAALATh, KYKOJIbHAS BHELITHOCTb, KOTOPAsi TAK HPABUJIACh MY KUMHAM: Yy Th
TPOHYTasl PyMsIHIIEM KOXa, IOKOJIaJHbIE JIOKOHBI, HEBUHHOE JIMYMKO, KapMUH-HbIe TyObl. Ecin B
KOMUCCUM COOPAJIMCh HE CTapble XpblUM U B3ATOYHUKH, orieHAT. Hacuer ceds E¢pumus He paccrpa-
uBasack. B uMneparpuiipl OHa He METWIIA, U3IUIITHUM TIIEC/IaBUEM TOXE He CTpajaa.

— Yto Tam y Te6s1, AHHA?

[TpuBnevyeHHas ronocamu, B MPUXOXyIo Bbillula Menanust Bpok ¢ maukoii 6ymar B pykax — 10
BO3BpAILIEHUs] JOYEPU OHA BMECTE C 30JI0BKOH IpoBepsiia cyera. CecTpa Myka Masuuia y Hee 3a
CIIMHOM.

AHHa ¢ ropIOCTBIO MPOTAHY/Ia MATEPU NPUIJIALLIEHUE.
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— Heoxunanao! — mpoGexaB Oymary riia3amu, mokadasa rojioBoil MenaHus.

— Tel He paga? — cocTpounia KUCIIYI0 MUHY JEBYIIKA.

Edumvus Tompko B3goxuyna. CoBcem pedeHok! XOTs Takue yJIOBKH paboTaid, BOT U MaTb
TMOCTIEIINIIA YCIIOKOUTD JI04b, TIOTJIAIUIIA 110 TOJIOBE.

— Hy uTo TbI, MUJTast, KOHEUHO, 5 paJia M HE COMHEBAIOCh, UTO CBSITAasi DPHECTHHA, TBOsI HeOecHast
MOKPOBUTENILHHUIIA, HATIPABUT PYKY BHIOOPIIMKA K KAPTOUKe C TBOUM MMeHeM. f o gpyrom. CTpaHHO,
YTO UMIIEPATOP HALyMaJl KEHUThCSI. BoOaBOK He Ha OUepeHOM MPUHIIECCe U Yepe3 CTOJbKO JieT! 51
riofiarasa, OH COXpaHUT BEPHOCTh MaMsITH HeBecThl. [IpeacTaBsierb, — 00epHyIach OHa K 30JI0BKE, —
Haity AHHY BbI3BaJIM HA UMIEPATOPCKUI cBaIeOHbII 0TOOP.

— Dtoro ciegoBano oxuaarh! — gpeipkHyaa Axnxena. HarpacHo AHHaA k1ajia Mo3/paBJieHuH,
TETYIIKa Bcerga Obuta cKyra Ha aMouuu. — CTpaHe HyKHbI HAacleIHUKHU. BeiOupaTh cpemy cBoux
Pa3yMHO: M30€XKHIIIb CCOPBI C coceAsiMU. Beerna HaiilyTcsl HeIOBOJIbHBIE, HAYHYT TPeOOBATh, YTOObI
MpeANoYTeHNE OTAAIM X KaHauaatype. Tak u 10 BOMHBI HEIAIEKo.

— Ho Benp npuHiiecca MapuanHa 3a0paia cepjlie umreparopa, — He yHUMasiacb MenaHus. —
[TomMHMIIIb, MBI LEJIBIA TO HOCUIIA TPAYP.

— Tel koM pomanTHyHa! — MoKayasa rojoBoM 30JI0BKa. — MiMmeparopy ckopo cOpok, TyT
He JI0 JI0OBU, 0cOOEHHO K mokoiHuIaM. He Gactapay e TpoH octaBisth! Mx y Bapnena xBaraer,
Ho TosIKy? He ynuBiiock, eciiv MaTh IONPOCKJIa UMIIepaTopa B3sTbes 3a yM. Ee BennuectBo Asmcus
KpaiiHe NMpaKkTU4Has, Mpu3eMiIeHHas oco0a, OHa Bcerja MHe HpaBuiack. [ToMHUTCS, KOra 1. ..

Amnxena He noropopuia. Epumus poragpiBaniacs: pedb 00 OHOM M3 SMU30/I0B AAJIEKOTrO Mpo-
IIJIOT0, KOTJIa TeTKa BXOJWJIa B CBUTY TOT/Ia ellle He BIOBOW umrieparpulisl. He mosesio eii! Ecim Obl
AmKena ycriesna BBIATH 3aMyX, Iuia Obl ceiivyac yail Wi Koe B OHOM U3 BEJTMKOCBETCKUX TOCTH-
HbIX. HO ee MOKOMHBIN OTel] MCKaJ UIeaTbHOTO 35Ts1, HE JKeJIal MUPHUTHCS C TOOBIMHU HEJJOCTATKAMM.
B utore k AHXese nepecTaiy cBaTaThCs, U OHA MPEBPATUIIACh B KOMITAHBOHKY CYNpPYTH Opara.

— Tr1 mpaBa. COpok — OnacHbIi BO3PACT, JIy4Ille BCTPETUTh €r0 KEHATHIM.

3onoBka xMbIkHY1a. Koneuno ona mpaBa! CoOcTBeHHO, Kak Bcerna. be3 Hee Menanus TaBHO
Obl ronuia o Mupy. JJoBepsATh M0OOMy BCTPEYHOMY, HE CUUTATH JEHET — JIOJIro Obl OHA MPOXKUIIA
IIPU TAKOM MOJXO0/I€ HA CKPOMHYIO PEHTY?

— Cmotpurte, s umneparpuial

AnHa coOpaja BOJIOCK B MMITPOBU3MPOBAHHYIO KO-POHY M 3aKpyKHJIach 1Mo KoMmHate. Jlaxe
Amxena pacrasiia, yiablOHyIack. Bce MpUHSINCH aKTUBHO 00CYXIATh MPEACTOSIINN 0TOOP, TOJIBKO
Edumus ocranack B cropoHe. OTKMHYB Ha CIIMHY KOCY I[BETa BOPOHOBA KpbLJIa, OHAa BEpHYJIACh K
MpepBaHHOMY 3aHsTUIO. Eii He Teprenock 3aKOHYHTh, YTOOB! OTKPHITh MPUBE3EHHBIN C BOCKPECHOM
sspMapku pomaH. OH TIpoAaBaJICsl ¢ XOPOIIEH CKUIKOW, TOJIBKO 1mosToMy Edumus no3onmia cede
€ro KyIHTh.

— Dddu, cre3aumb ¢ Heit? [Ja Opock Tl 3Ty TpANKY! — B cepanax nodapuina Menanus. — He
yIooOIsIics: KpecThsiHKaM, BepHeTcst Tpyau 1 Bce chenaeT. XBaTUT TOTO, YTO Mbl BHIHYK/EHBI Ha
3UMYy 3aKaTblBaTh BapeHbe!

JleByI1iIKka ropbKo ycMexHyJ1ach. MaTh CBeTHIIACh Tak, OyATO TIOMOJIBKA AHHBI U IMITEpaTopa —
aeno penieHHoe. MexIy TeM el TOIbKO MPEe/ICTOsI0 OOPOTHCS 3a MPABO MOMACTh BO IBOPEII.

— Kcratu, TOT MONONIO# YesioBeK 0 CHX Mop K Tebe XOmuT? — IENIOBUTO MOMHTEPECOBAIACH
Menanusi.

— O xom ThI?

Bpone 3a Edpumueil He BoaMIoCh MOKJIOHHUKOB. Bo BesAKOM citydae, ¢ ceppe3HbIMU HaMepe-
HUSIMH.

— Vrpasnsomui rpadpunu MamkOereH. [ToHrMMaro, OH HeOAXOASIIAs TAPTHUs, HO JIydIIle TakK,
YeM CTapou JIEBOM.
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«Mononon yenoBek»! [la oH crapiie ummepartopa, kK ToMy ke Jblcblii. Ho MaTh HanoMHuia o
HeTpUurIsiiHON uctrHe: Epumun nourn aBaauats yetsipe. Eie mapa jiet — u gaxe sicHble, sipKue,
Kak carupsl, I71a3a He cracyT. [leBuumii BeK KOPOTOK, a MY)KUMHBI KpaiiHe pa300pUMBHI.

— BeiBaeT nHoraa, — noxa’a rnjie4yaMu JeBylIKa.

Bospact Bo3pactoM, HO BeIXOAUTH 3a JIblorica bapa oHa He coOupaach.

— To OykeTHK, TO KOp3UHY SIONOK MPHUHECET, — OXOTHO MPOAOJIKIIIA 3a Hee TeTKa. — Thl He
nypouka, D¢ du, caMma NOHUMAElIb. . .

— IloHumaro — yto? — rpomMue, 4eM cieioBajlo, orpei3Hyiack Epumus u B cepauax KuHyJja
TPAIIKY Ha TOJI.

— Uro MBI HE B TOM TOJOKEHUHU, YTOOBI Pa30pachiBaThCs KEHUXAMH, — TOJIAKHYJIA 30JI0BKE
Menanusi.

Kaxoii ke ynpsimoii ypoamnacek goub! Baponecca mpoOoBasa CroBOPUTh €€ 32 MEJIKOTO JIKEeH-
TP ¥ 32 MJIAJIIIETO ChIHA OKPYKHOTO CyAbH, HO Bce 0e3 Tonky. Edpumus ynopHo TBepauia «HeT».
B urtore n3 noreHUManbHbIX KEHUXOB OcTalcs ToJbKO JIbtouc bap. ITycts OH U3 BTOpOro cocnosus,
3aTO 3aKOHYMJI YACTHYIO LIKOJIY B XaiTe, I71aBHOM ropoje rpadcrsa, ¥ Lesblil Kypc Npoydnics Ha
dakynprere mpaBa. CocrosiHue y Jlblorca Toxke MMeIoch, He axTH, HO oHU ¢ Edumueit Mmormm Obl
JepkaTb IIPUCITYTY, Pa3 WK ABa B IOJ] €3[UTh B TeaTp U 3aBECTU MPWINYHBIN Bble3]]. TonbKo cTap-
11asi 104b BO BCEM IIOIILIA B OTLIA, [Ja)Ke POCTOM, CJIMILIKOM BBICOKMM J1s1 ieByIKHU. Kakoe cuacthbe,
yto AHHa apyras! OqHako MenaHus Haaesiach, roioc pasyma B Epuvun Bo3oOmagaer, u oHa He
MIOBTOPUT OIIMOOK OTIIA.

— 51 1 He pa3OpackIBaIOCh, MPOCTO UIILY PABHOTO.

— Munasi, — nonsITanack Ype3oHUTh €€ MaTh, — Thl OOJIbIIIE HE J0Ub MOOETOHOCHOTO TeHepaa
bpoka, nopa ymepurs npursazaHus.

— Otuero ke, Mama, s BCe IIOMHIO, — CYX0 0To3Bajiach Epumust u onpasmiia 100ky. — Ho naxe B
HBIHELITHEM TOJIOKEHUY COXpaHUJIa KPYIHUILy TOPIOCTH. XOPOLIO, 1 Che3XKy ¢ AHHOM B TrOpO/l, 3a0IHO
3aity K MoaucTke. Hiknee Oenbe cecTpbl HUKYAa He TOUTCS, €CIU Bbl TPOYUTE €€ B HEBECThI IMITe-
paropy, NpUIETCS PACKOLIETUTHCS.

— A kak xe rociogud bap? Tel Tak eMy HpaBUIIbCA.

— Her, u naxe He npocu.

AHXesa MoJyIoKuIa pyKy Ha IJ1e40 HEBECTKU. MoJ1, yCIIOKOWCS, HE Tporaii ee 1oKa.

— Bce oOpasyercs! — menHya oHa MeiaHuM ¥ rPOMKO, BEPHYBIIIKCH K IIEPBOHAYATLHOUN TeMe
pasroBopa, 3ametuiia: — botock, omHUM OeslbeM AHHA He OT/esIaeTCsl, HOTPeOyIOTCs TUIAThsl, MUHIMYM
nBa. Dddwu, 3a0KUIIL MOW TPAHATOBBIN OpaceT.

JleByika KuBHY/1a. Bce yeTBepo MOHMMANH: YKpallleHue OHU OOJbIIe HE YBUIAT.

— Bo3bmu, 4TO couTelnb HYKHBIM, U3 MOETO TalHUKa, — Jo0aBmiia Menanus. — He mockymuchk,
HO Y HE NleperuiaTy.

AHHa yHeciach HaBepX, B OOIIYI0 CriayibHIO cectep. HaBepHoe, BepTuTcs ceituac repen 3epka-
JoM, urpaet B umrneparpuity. [lopoii Ecpumus eit 3aBunoBana. Bot Obl cTath Takow ke OecrieuHo !
Tonbko oHa He Moria. [IBeHaauaTh JIeT Ha3a]| )KU3Hb pa3fieniach Ha 10 U MOCje, POBHO IMOMOJIaM.
Edumus naxe He 3Hau1a, /i€ MOXOPOHIIIN OTIA U OpaTheB. Bee ke neByliKke MoBe3no, 4YTo oHa Oblia
peOeHKOM, MHAYe He OT/eNanach Obl JOMAITHUM apecTOM.

Menanus u AHXelna menTaich B roctuHo. Epumus He mpugaia 3ToMy 0co00ro 3HaYEHUSI.
BbuuB Bozy, OHa 3aHsUIACh I[BETAMM — YTOOBI KaK-TO OXHBUTb UX CKPOMHOE JKWJIMIIE, AEBYIIKA
cocTapJiisiyia OyKeThl ¥ yKpalliaia IMUA KOMHATHI.

— D¢Pdu, — goHECCs 10 Hee ronoc MaTepy, — TBOE KOPUUHEBOE ILIaThe YUCTOE?

Peup nta o mycmHOBOM KOhEeHHOM IIaThe B MEJIKUE OeJIbIi TOpOIIIeK.

— Jla, — 3a1yMaBIINCh, OTO3BAJIAChH JAEBYIIKA, IPOAOJIKASL JIOBKO OPY/I0BATh HOKOM Ha KyXHE —
HYKHO TOJpe3aTh 1 MOAPOBHSATH CTEONH.
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Ona oxugana, MaTh elie 4To-HUOyOb CKaXeT, HO Ta mpomoiyana. HaBepHoe, oHM C TeTeit
XOTEJH, YTOObI BO BpeMsI MOE3IKU B XalT 00e CecTphbl BHIJISAAETH Mpe3eHTadebHo. Xopoino, Edu-
MUSsI HaZIeHET KOPUYHEBOE TUIaThe, € HECTIOKHO, 3a0JHO MPEICTABUTCS CIIydail JOCTaTh U3 CYHIIyKa
nepyatky. B mocnenHuii pa3 AeByIIKa HaTSIrMBajga UX MOYTH TOf Has3aj, Korga rpadpuHs JoOe3HO
MPUITIACKJIA MX HA MUKHUK.

Hy BoT, OyKeT 1151 TOCTUHOM TOTOB.

Edumus ¢ ropmoctsio ocMoTpena cBoe TBopenue. [locie Toro kak oHu nepedpanuck B rpad-
ctBo Opoii, OHa yBJIEKJIACh IIBETAMHU U, 110 CIIOBAaM MHOTHX, OOYCTPOMJIA YyTh JIM HE CAMBIH JTyIIITHIA
B OKpYyre KaMepHblii caauk. Huyero ocoOeHHOro — mapa KycToB po3, IMOHBI, MeUTaTeIbHbIe HPHCHI y
npyna, OTKyJa OHU Yepriaiv BOIY, U MECTHbIe MHOTOJIeTHUKH. [loxBaTB OyKeT, eByIIKa HAITPaBH-
JIach B TOCTHHYIO, YTOOBI TOCTABUTD LIBETHI B Ba3y. TeTs M MaTyIIKa BCe eIlle YTO-TO BOOMYIIEBIEHHO
obcyxnamu. Edpumus Haxmypuiach, 3aMepiia Ha opore, YCblliaB OOphIBOK (ppa3bl AHXKEIBI:

— ...TIOCJIe Y’)KMHA OCTAaBUM MX HaeJHE.

Koro oHu HamepeHbl PUIIacUTh, KOTO U C KEM OCTaBUTD?

JleByIiIKa CTpEMHTENTHHO BOIILIA B KOMHATY, 3aCTaBUB 3aroBOPIIMIL 3aMomdaTh. Cy/s 1o Tomy,
KaK OHM JIpy’KHO OTBEJM IJ1a3a, oocyxaanu Edumuro.

— MBe1 % eM rocreit ? — 6e33a00THO TOMHTEPECOBAIACh JEBYIIKA U PaCHpaByJIa TSKeJbIe IIANKU
noHOB. OHU UIeaJTbHO FAPMOHMPOBAJTH C MTOTYCKHEBIIMMHU 30JI0TUCTHIMU 000siMU. — He aymaio, 4to
3TO Xoportas uzesi. Tpyau BepHETCs TOJBKO K Bedepy.

— Kak pa3 ynpasutcs, — Bo3pasuia Axxkena. OHa pelia B3Th CyAbOy IUIEMSHHHIIBI B CBOU
pyku. — Hudero oco6eHHOro, Tak, MOCUICKU B KPYTY Ipy3ei.

Edumus vacropoxuiack 1 notpedoBara:

— A Hy-Ka Ha30BUTE UMs rocTs!

— ®u, rae TBou MaHepsl, Dddu! — ckpuBUIach TeTka. — Hanelock, 3aBTpa BedepoM Thl OyjIelib
Kyza JoOe3Hee.

Brixonut, He ceroiHs, a 3aBTpa. SIBHO MPUIIIACAT OYEPEAHOTO KEHHUXa, TOrO CAMOTO YIIpaBJIs-
fortero. Ho ato yxe ciumkom! Epumust ¢ rpoOMKIM CTYKOM TOCTaBIJIa Bady Ha CTOJIMK U, IOnOoue-
HUBILKCH, 00EpHYJIaCh K AHXeJe.

— Yro BB MooOemanu rocroauny bapy?

— Huuero, — BMemanace B pazropop Menanusi. Ee HeBUHHOMY B3IJIsIly TO3aBUAOBAI Obl pede-
HOK. — MBI TPOCTO MOAYMAJIH, BaM HYKHO JIyYIlle Y3HATb APYT JIpyra.

— Hackospko syuine? — ycMexHyJ1ach JeByIIKa U npeayrpeania: — Eciam oH caenaer npensio-
KEHUE, s1 OTBEUY OTKA30M.

— I'nynas neB4yonka! — BenbixHyna Anxkena. OT BO3MYIIEHHS €€ JIUIO MOIUIO MATHaMU. — Th
coOpayiach BEYHO KaMHEM BHUCETh y MaTepH Ha 1iee? X0Th pa3 Obl MOM0OOIBITCTBOBAJIA, BO CKOJIBKO
HaMm ooxomutcs oM, Tpyau, cogepkanue Bac ¢ AHHOM!

— Ilepecranb, AHkena! — onbITAJIACh YPE3OHUTD €€ HEBEeCTKA. — [IeBOUYKM HaM HE B TSTOCTb.

— Cama niepectanb, Menanusi! — 0OTMaxHyJ1ach 307I0BKa U, HEPBHO 3aJ1aMbIBasi pyKH, IPOILIACh
1o KoMHare. — E¢pumun Baanars Tpu, JBaaIaTh TpU, MOHUMAaelb! AHHA I0HA U CBEXa, ee Mbl IIPH-
crponM. Bapyr kapra or6opa ceirpaer? CiioBoM, 3a Hee 51 CIOKOMHA, MOl CTApOCTh Oe3 JoMa U JIeHer
He ocTaHeTcs, HO D¢ du. .. Thl kenaelib el yJacTu cTapoy IeBbl, IPUKUBAIKY ITPU TOH ke rpadune
Maimxk6eren? Cama 3Haellb, peHTa TBOsI, JOYEPU He YHACTEeOYIOT HU MefisKa. [la ypoauck 1ot JIbionc
Bap XOTb 3amMCHBIM ypOIOM, MBI IOJKHBI Oarogaputh Beex cBATHIX. U ThI, Ddu, — cTpenpHya
OHa IJIa3aMH TI0 TUIeMsIHHULE. — He BOpOTUTh HOC, a MOTYaTh M y/IbIOAThCs. 1 OTHECY 3alicKy cama,
CKaxy, Thl JIMYHO MpOcuiIa rocrogrna bapa npuiitu.

CrykHyna IBepb — TeTKa OTHPABUIIACH BHITIOIHSATH YIPO3Y.

Obeccunennas Edpumus pyxHyna Ha JUBaH M MpUxkaia JaJoHU K Buckam. OHa He xejaja
CTAHOBUTHCA rocrioxoit bap. Jlyuine noiitu B ryBepHaHTKH !
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— Ionno, Munasi! — MenaHusi mpucesna psijioM ¢ I0Uepblo, MPUBJIEKJIA €€ FOJIOBY K rpyau. — He
TaK Bce MI0X0. BoBce He 00s13aTeNIbHO JIIOOUTH MYKa, TIIAaBHOE, YTOOBI TeOs JTIOOWIN, YTOOBI YeIOBEK
ObL1 Xopoiwid. Thl Befib 3Haellb, MbI € OTIIOM. .. HO pa3Be KTo-HHOY/Ab Ha3BaJl Obl HAC IJIOXOH Mapoii?
locnionuu Bap HagexHsbIi, 6e3 yma OT TeOs1. XOPOIIEeHbKO TOIyMai M COTJIAIIaics.

Edumus pesko BbimpsamMuiack. [1a3a ee HanuMcy rpo30BOM CUHEBOM, MaJIbLbl CKAUCh.

— Mozerib 4TO YTOAHO COBpaTh rocnioguHy bapy, HO K y:KUHY s 3aBTpa He Bbliiy. Tak u nepe-
nai TeTke!

PackpacHeBiuasicst eByliKa BbUIeTeNIa U3 TOCTUHOM MPEXK/E, YEM MaTh yCIesia €€ OCTAHOBUTb.
Menanus cokpyIlIeHHO B310XHYJ1a. BoT uTo npukaxere c Helt nenats? Bes Hagexna Ha JIblorca. Ecnu
OH IPaBIJIBHO MoBejieT cebs1 ¢ Dy, CKIOHUT BECHI B CBOIO NMOJTb3Y. [ 1aBHOE, 3aTKHYTh POT AHXKeJe.
Byaro oHa cama He BUIUT, YTO, arpeCcCUBHO MOATAIKMBAsS TUIEMSIHHUILY K 3aMYKeCTBY, HA00OpOT,
€ro otjaJser.

Edumus crpemrias Bietena B 00IIyI0 IeBUUbIO criajibHI0. K cuacTpio, AHHBI 371eCh HE OKa3a-
JIOCh, M [EBYILIKA CMOIJIa JaTh BBIXOJ CBOMM uyBcTBaM. OHa MeTasnach 10 KOMHATe MEkKay KpoBa-
TSIMH, OT TIOKPBITOTO BSI3aHOM caipeTKON TyaJIeTHOTO CTOJIMKA 10 M OHbEpa, MOTOM B300pasach
Ha MOJIOKOHHUK. AHHA 00TI000BaJIa ero JIsl YTeHusI, HaTacKasa MoayIiek u3 roctuHon. Epumvus xe
MpeAroYnTaIa Mpa3JHo JI0O0BAThCs BUIOM Ha rpadckue s0noHeBble caibl. Beerna, HO He ceromHs.

VY Hee Bcero CyTku. 3Hasl TETKY, MO)KHO HE COMHEBAThCsI: OHa MocTapaercsi, 4toObl JIbionc
HE yexall, TIOKa He clefaeT npeaioxkeHus. EQpumus cimimkoM Xopoio MmoHuMana, 4emM o0epHeTcs
oTKa3. OOMKEeHHBIH yIPaBJISIONIMNA HACTPOUT MPOTHUB HUX IpaduHIO, a Ta T03a00TUTCS, YTOOBI ITepe/t
ceMbell BpOKOB 3aKpbUTHCH IBEPU HEMHOTUX MPUIMYHBIX TOMOB B OKpyre. M ecit bl TOJIBKO 3TO!
Maryuike nepectanyT OTITyCKaTh TOBAphl B 10JIT, KPEAUTOPbl HAKUHYTCS, CJIOBHO CTasi BOPOH, a AHHa
BBUIETUT C OTOOpa Mpekae, YeM MEPeCcTYUT MOPOor 3aJia 3aceJaHusi Komuccuu. ToIbKo BOT coria-
cutbest Epumust Toxe He moria. OHa ¢ TpyIOM BhIIEPKHMBaJa Mapy MUHYT B OOIIECTBE IOCIOAMHA
Bapa, a TyT BCIO KU3Hb... [leBylIKa oka3anach MexIy AByX orHeil. Uro Obl OHa HM BBIOpaia — BCe
IUJIOXO.

Barsaa cnyyaitHo 3anenusics 3a npumamieHve. EpuMus oTBepHysach, HO yke 4epe3 MUHYTY
BCTaJIa U B3s1a B pyKU KOHBepT. OHa THIaTesIbHO, MEAJIEHHO HECKOJIBKO pa3 nepedrTaia mucbMo. B
TOJIOBE BCIBIXHYJIA CrIacuTeIbHAs uies. A uto, eciiu?.. TeTka cama roBopuia, y AHHBI C 3aMYKECTBOM
npo0sieM He BO3HUKHET, TaK IyCTh CIACeT CECTPY OT HE3aBUHOMU JIOJIH.

— A He nonbITaTh M MHE cyacTbs? [IpuxBady nuceMo u 3aiimy Mecto AHHBL. TyT Belp Aaxe
(bammus He ykazaHa, a BO3pacT... — E¢pumus 6ernno oreHmIa oTpaxeHue B 3epkajie. — He Tak yx
CTapo s BBIVISIKY, COMAY 3a IBaAllaTWIETHION. MHe BeJb TOJIBKO OT JIblouca 1 MaTpUMOHUAIBHBIX
TJTAHOB TETYIIKU cOexkaTh, a oTOOp. .. KT0 x MeHs Bo3pMeT? MaKkcuMyM TIepBbIi Typ MPOMTY, TIOKa
POIOCIIOBHYIO UyTh ITyOXe He KOIHYT. A MOKa Cy[ Aa JeJ10, 3aBe/y 3HAKOMCTBA C POIOBUTHIMU JE€BU-
L[aMH, HallJJy MECTO YUMTEJIbHULIBI WJIM TYBEPHAHTKHU.

BoonymeBnenHas AeByIIKa BBITAIIIIA U3-TI0J KPOBATH MOTPEMaHHbIA YeMOAaH, YTOObI Mpo-
BEpUTH 3aMKHU. B rocieaHuit pa3 ux oTKpbIBajIv BO BpEMS BBIHYKJIEHHOIO Ilepees3/ia Ha 3amna/l. A Be/ib
MMIIepaToOp MOT U Ha CeBep, Ha PYAHUKH OTIIPABUTH — MOXKajen. YOeIuBIIICh, YTO C YEMOIAHOM BCe
B nopsiake, Epumus ¢ Tockoit ocmoTpena nosku mmdgonbepa. M3 npuanyHbIX IJ1aTheB TOJIBKO OfIHO,
TO camoe, B ropoiiek. ITonoxum, oHa HaZleHeT ero Ha 3aceJaHue KOMUCCHH, HO BeJlb U B OCTaJIbHbIC
IHU HY)KHO B YeM-TO XOJIUTb, TPOU3BECTH ONArONpPHUSATHOE BIEYATICHHE HA MOTEHIMAIBHBIX Pado-
TOZIaTEeNEN.

— Huyero, csiToil Bepacuii momMoskeT, — MOHa/Aes1ach Ha MOMOIIb HEOECHOTO MOKPOBUTEIS
JEBYIIKAa W 3axJIONHYyJIa ABeplbl. — [la 1 yem ckpomHee, TeM Jydile. ['yBepHaHTKe HE MOJIOKEHO
MIPUTATUBATH B3IJISIBI.

OpHako Ha BCSKUU Cllyvaid, BApYT aBaHTIopa ynactces u Epumus nonanger B crosmily, HyKHO
MIPUXBATUTh KOE-UTO U3 Beller TeTKU. OHU NPUMEPHO OAHOTO TEJIOCIOKEHU, 1a U AHKesa Beeraa
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ofIeBaJIach CO BKYCOM, Jjaxke B cchUlke. IIIMKapHbIMY ee MIaThsi He Ha30Belllb, HO OHU XOTsI OBl SIpKUe,
TOT/Ia KaK 10 HACTOSTHMIO MaTtepu EdrMus HOocHiIa MCKITIOUHUTEITEHO cepoe, Toy0oe 1 KOPUYHEBOE.

A ene el MOHAIOOUTCS 3aryITHYTh B HUKHUK SIMK MAaTyIIKMHOTO KoMozaa. Tam, Ha camoMm
JHE, B XOJIIIIOBOM MEIIOUKe XPAHWIUCh ceMeiiHble coepexennsi. OOKpaapBaTh MaTh HEXOPOIIIO, HO
Edumus Bce BepHeT, 1a ¥ BO3bMET HEMHOTO, TIOKUHY aCCUTHALINN.

3acrnplaB mary, AEeBYIIKa OYHYJIACh OT I'pe3 M MOCTIeNIa CupsaTaTh yeMosad. He xBarao
errie, yToObl AHHA 3actaia ee 3a coopamu! BorpocoB He oOeperiibes. JIydinie MPUTBOPUTHCS, UTO IO
CHX TIOp JIyeTcsl Ha TeTKy. BOT 1 oHa, Jierka Ha MOMUHe, CIEIIUT M0 TPOIMHKE K 3eMJIsiM MankOere-
HOB. AHxena ynpsiMa, Ho Epyimus HU B 4eM eil He YCTYIUT.
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I'maBa 2

CronoBasi HeOOJIBIIOTO IBYXITAKHOTO KOTTE/Ka Oblla HACTOJIBKO MaJjla, YTO B Hee eBa yja-
JIOCh BTUCHYTb JJIMHHBIA TUCOBBIN CTOJ. [IpeskHMiA, CKpPOMHBIN, BCETO Ha YEThIPE NEPCOHBI, Meanuio
He ycTpanBasl. «Kak MOXHO 00edaTh 3a TAKMM yOOKXecTBOM? — cpasy Ioclie Trepeesa B JepeBHIO
Menpoii 3asiBuia oHa. — MOKeT, 51 OTHbIHE OelHa, HO He COOMPAIOCh TEPEThCsl JIOKTSMHU O OOKa
aodeper». ByKBalbHO yepe3 HeJeno B KOTTEK NPHUBE3JIN HOBBIA CTON, U C TEX MOP CEMEUCTBO
Bpok Tpane3Hnyano ¢ 10CTOMHCTBOM, IOJIaraBIIMMcs BCceM ABopsHaM. [logymaenis, nmpuxonunoch
THCKAaTbCs BJOJIb Oy(eTa U BTATUBATh KUBOThI, YTOOBI OTOABUHYTH CTYJI, 3aTO HE CTBIIHO IPUHSATH
rocreii. [IpaB/ia, OHM OMAIBHBIX APUCTOKPATOB HE XKAJIOBAIH, Jake rpadpuHs MamkOeTeH mpearo-
yuTaa 3Bath Menanuio, Anxeny 1 Epumuio k ceGe, B OHY U3 POCKOIIHBIX TOCTUHBIX, KakKIYyI0 U3
KOTOPBIX 0e3 moTepr KoM¢opTa MOKHO OBUIO MPEBPaTUTh B JBE MOJTHOIIEHHBIE KOMHATHL. Pa3yme-
eTcsl, TAKTUYHasl rpaduHs HUKOTAa Obl He MPU3HAJIACh, YTO N30eraia TeCHOTH KoTTeka. OHa Beerna
HAXO/IMJIa TIPEJIOT, YTOOBI IEPEeHECTH YaeluTHe B CBOE MMEHHUE. 3aT0 CeroHs TUCOBBIN CTOJ MpH-
ropuiica: bpoku npuaumanu Jleonca bapa.

Han pacnvcannoi ansanoBaTbiMy IBETaMU (DassHCOBOM CYITHULIEW NIOAHUMAJICS Tap.

3aMyueHHas NpUAMPKaMH X034MKU Tpyau B HAKpPaxXMaJeHHOM 4YEILE pa3/ivMBaja KyllaHbe.
Bce mo-cronuyHOMy, Tapeika Ha Tapesike, YToObl He 3araykaTh cKarepTb. PAgom mosHblid Habop
npudOpOB, Jake BUJIKA AJIs phlObl — HA BTOpPOE 3alleK/IU pagyxHylo ¢opesb. JloBepliaan KapTUHY
MCKYCHO CJIOXKeHHbIe AHHOM casiheTKu 1 1BeThHl B Base. [locnennue npunec JIbionc BMecTe ¢ Kopoo-
Kol koH(er. [lepeBsizaHHasi anoil JIeHTOI, OHa MoOJeckuBaia Ha Oydere. AccopTv ¢ MOMaJHOU
HauuHKOM. KyruieHsl, HecomMHeHHO, B XaiTe, B MX IIyIIM Takoro He Hauzaeus. B Menpoe npopna-
BaJI TOJIBKO OYJIOUKM C 3aBapHBIM KPEMOM U YChIITaHHBIE caxapoM porajvku. OJHako BUHOBHUIIA
MPa3JHAYHOro 00ea MIEAPOCThb YIPABIAILEro He oreHuwIa. EpuMus ¢ kaMeHHbIM JIMLIOM CHeNa
HanpoTtuB Jlbonca U JIEHMBO MOMEIMBaJIa JIOKKOM HaBapucThii cyml. Ilo HacTtosHMIO MaTepu OHa
3aBuiia BoJsiochl. Ilpruecka eil kateropuuecku He HpaBujach. Takas mojomuia Obl AHHe, Kakas U3
Edumun pomantuyHas 6apbiiis? Ho Menanus Oblia HENpeKJIOHHA: J0YepU HYXKHO J00aBUTD KEH-
crBeHHOCTH. 1o TOi1 Jke prUMHe OHa BeJlesa el TOBOPUTH TOJIBKO 0 O€300M/IHBIX BelllaX, BPOAE MOJIbI
u norofpl. «Harpumep, KHATY ¢ HUM 00CyaM, — HacTaBisiia BooBa bpok. — Cripocu coBeTa, Kakast
JIEHTA JIy4lle MOJOMAET K HuIAnke». OnpenesneHHo, Math ciytaia ee ¢ AHHoW. Edpumus nydine cra-
HET MOJTYaTh, 4eM OOJTaTh BCSKUE TITYTIOCTH.

K coxanennio, ciacTuCh OT HEHABUCTHOTO YKMHA HE YIAJIOCh: TPOXOAAIIUI AUIUAKAHC OCTa-
HOBHTCS B Menpoe okosno noiynoud. [lo-gpyromy B XaidT He 1oOpaTbcs, pa3Be TOJIBKO B COOCTBEH-
HOM KHITaXKE.

Edumus ucripodoBana Bce, YTOOB He OKa3aThCsl 32 OHUM cTojIoM ¢ JIploncom. CHavana 3aka-
THJIa CKaH/1aJ1, [TOTOM cKa3aJiack 60sbHOM. Korja ke noHsia, 4To MaTh U TETKa HACTPOEHBI CEPbE3HO,
nonpocty coexana. Moxer, eil ¥ yaanoch Obl OTCHJIEThCS B CTApOM SIOJIOHEBOM caJy, eciv Obl He
Anna. CecTpy nocJiajii Ha HOMCKH, U OHa OOHapyxuia ee TaitHoe ykpbitie. M Bot Epumus riorana
CyIl, HEe YyBCTBYS BKYyCa, IBITasiCh MPUAYyMaTh, Kak 0€300JI€3HEHHO BBITYTAThCSl M3 CIOKUBILIEHCS
CUTyalMH. AHHA ee Tep3aHuii He oHuMaJa. Eie Obl, MBICIEHHO cecTpa yke B CTONUIE, OJIUCTaeT Ha
6anax. K Tomy ke OHa Bcerya Medurasa o 3amykecTBe: (paTe, KpaCUBOM ILIaThe, CBaJeOHOM TOpTe —
Y HE MOIJIa NTOHATH, oueMy Edumusa ynopcreobaia. 1o MEeHMI0O AHHBI, yripaBIsomuy rpagpuay —
ormyHas naptus. Cama Obl OHa 3a HEro He MOIILIA: cTapoBar, HO Beb U Eumus B ee r1azax yyThb
71 He cToNeTHss crapyxa. ClIoBOM, Ha MOIIEPKKY OJM3KUX HE MPUXOIMIOCh PACCUMTHIBAT.

AHXena ¢ yMHBIM BUAOM O0OCYyXJaja C rocTeM Bubl Ha ypoxaid. Epumus norajipiBaiachk:
TEeTKa BbIOpaJsia CTOJIb CKYYHYIO TeMY TOJIBKO JJIs1 TOro, 4ToOs! JIbtorc OGnecHyn kpacHopeuneM. [1o
TOM ke TIPUYMHE el BIPYT MOHATOOMIOCh €r0 MHEHME O HeJlaBHEel NOCTAHOBKE, KOTOPYIO yITpaBJIsi-
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I0LIEMY NOCYACTIIMBUIIOCH MOceTUTh. IIpexae AHxena TeaTpoM He MHTEpecOoBaslach, CUMTAJa €ro
0aJIOBCTBOM.

— A BHI IOOUTE Teatp, MUCTpUC Bpok?

Edumus He crpasy noHsuia, 4to Bonpoc npegHasHavasics ed. Hy na, tenepb oHa «MuCTpUC»,
a He «MuiIean». Mucrpuc Bpok, motomy uTo crapias u3 cectep. K muammeir 6s1 oOpammanich
«muctprc AHHa». Ho Beqib MX He JIMIIAIN ABOPSHCTBA, JIbIorc MOT OBl B 0Uepe/IHOM pa3 He Toxdep-
KHMBaTh COIMAILHOE MaJICHUE CEMbH MOTEHIMATbHON HEBECTHI.

JleByllIKa rosasa 1ieyamu:

— MHe He noBOAMIIOCH TaM ObIBaTb.

Hwu math, HU TeTs mocye He Ha30BYT ee OyKOM, HO M KOKETCTBA C MOTEHIMAIBHBIM KEHHXOM
He J0OBIOTCSI.

— O, xakoe focajiHoe ymnyleHue! — B3MaxHy/1 pykamu Jlblorc. — Bam HaJi0 HEMpeMeHHO YBU-
JeTh HACTOSIIIIEe MIPE/ICTABIICHUE, A HE Ty XKaJIKYIO MAPOAUIO, KOTOPYIO JAal0T OPOIsUKe TPYIIIbL.

IMo cnyyalo yxunHa ynpapisiommi rpagpuan MamkoereH npuHapsmics. E¢uvus morna
MOKJISICTBCSI, YTO OH 3a0pasl XPYCTSIIMI CBEPTOK C HOBBIM KOCTIOMOM TOJIBKO cerofHs. Ha reit-
HOM IUIATKE COXpaHWJICS HEOTpe3aHHbIN spiblk. OH mpenaTenbCcKyd MejbKasl U3-1oJ y3/1a, KOorjaa
JIbtonc apurasncs. E¢pumun gaxe crano ero xkaiko. begnsra tak crapancs, rorouics! Ho ce0s Obu10
Kajbye.

Edumus yectHo nibITasiack. 3aKk pelBasia Ij1a3a v npeacTasJisiia cedsi rocrnoxoi bap B kieryaTtom
TUIaThe ¥ HOYHOM Karope ¢ ooopkamu. BoT Myx HakJoHsieTcs U neinyet ee. [1ycTs Bece mporcxoauio
TOJIBKO B ee BoOOpaxeHuu, Bcsikuil pa3 Edpumus B yxace B3nparusana. O6pas Jlblonca B ITMHHOM
HOYHOM pyOallike, ero Jipicasi MakyIllka ¥ HeCBeXee JJbIXaHhe BbI3bIBAJIM OTTOpkeHHe. 1 He Tak yx
OH yMeH 1 00pa30BaH, YTOOBI KOMIIEHCUPOBATh OCTaJIbHbIe HeloCTaTKh. O HEMOMepHOM OOoraTcTBe
TOXE pPe4r He LUI0, — CJIOBOM, JIEBYIIIKA HE HAXOAWJIA HU €IMHOTO apryMeHTa B MOJIb3y 3aMYKECTBA.
Bogce ona He crapas JieBa, 4TOObI IOCTABUTh Ha ceOe KPECT U MOWTH 3a TIEPBOTrO BCTPEYHOTO.

— Ocropoxnee, Tpynu! — npukpukHyna Menanus Ha IPUCITYTY.

HecuactHas *eHIIMHA U TaK ¢ TPYIOM IMPOTUCKUBAIACH MEK/Ly CTEHAMU U CITUHKAMU CTYJIbEB,
HE CTOMJIO BOJTHOBATH ee elrle Oosbire. [lomymaers, HemHoro 3aaena. OOsrvHO Jienn Bpok He Oblna
CTOJIb HEPBO3HOM, HO CErOHS OCOOCHHBIN JIeHb, BCE OJKHO OBITh UACAJTHHO.

Edumus He 3Hana, Kak goTeprena 0 JecepTa — TPAIUIMOHHOro S07109Horo nupora. bes Hero
He OOXOOWINCh HM B OTHOM OpoOMcKoM jaoMe. Kaxpmass cembsi OepexkHO nepenaBajia (haMHIbHBIN
pelenT 13 MOKOJIeHUsl B MokojieHne. bpokam nocrancst peuent Tpynu. Ona no6asnsiia K S07I0Kam
KOpMILy M YyTOUKY KaplamoHa. MenaHusi He ycTaBasia MOBTOPATh, KAK UM TIOBE3JIO C MPUCITYTOM.
CeronHsANIHUI Bevep 3TO TOJIbKO NoaTBepawi. Jliodas apyras B cepanax Obl CKMHYNA MEPeIHUK U
3asiBuiia: «CripaBsiitech camu!» — HO Tpyau CTOMKO Tepriesia BCe 3aMedaHusl.

OpnHako Ha cragkoe B ceMbe BpoKkoB ropanu He Tonbko nupor. Kpenusiasicsi Bech Beuep AHHA
HE cepkaslach M MOJEIWIIAch C FOCTEM I'PaHANO3HON HOBOCTBIO:

— IlpencraBnsere, s craHy HeBecToW umIneparopal

JIbtouc HaxMypuICsl, Hadaul ObUIO:

— borock, muctpuc AHHa, 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO. ..

Ha nomomp npunuia Anxena:

— Peus Bcero ymib 0 BeI30Be B ctonuily rpadcrBa. Ho Mbl Bce HasieeMces, TUIEMSTHHHUIIA TTPO-
JABUHETCS YyTOUKY AJIbIIIe.

OHaKO HEOCTATOYHO AAJIEKO, YTOOBI TIOMNACTh B UKciIo huHaIUCTOK. Kielimo mouepu npea-
TeJIsl HUKyJa He Aenock. [1ycth co BpemeHeM BUHY OapoHa Bpoka HEMHOro CMSTYMIIM, €ro pOjHbIe
BCE PaBHO OCTABAJIMCh IBOPSIHAMU BTOPOI'O COpTa, He ISl IBOpLA UMIIEpPATOpa.

— XKny He noxIych, KOrAa MpeACTaHy nepes OTOOPOYHON KOMHUCCHEN! — BHOBb BOCTOP;KEHHO
3ame0erana AnHa. — [ocrioguu Bap, BB, cIyvaiiHO, He 3HaeTe, KTO Tyja BXOAUT?

— Boioch, s HEOCTATOYHO UHTEPECOBAJICS OTOOPOM, MUCTPUC AHHA.
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— Xaup! — vckpeHHe paccTpounsach JeBYyILIKa. — 5 HaJesA1ach, Bbl MEHs MOJIEPKUTE.

— AHHa, — MOAMWTHYJIa AHKela, — Tebe He KakeTcs, 9To Hy)KHO oMoub Tpynu? OnHa oHa He
MIPUHECET CTOJIBKO OOKAJIOB.

— Jla BOT ke oHu! — He esasi TOHUMaTh HAMEKOB TETYIIKHM, AHHA yKa3asa Ha Oyder.

— Ipyrue 6okanbl, AHHA, — HAYMHAIA CepIUThCs AHXkena. — Te camble.

Ona BblpazuTesbHO ocMoTpena Ha Edumuto, n muaanas nieMsHHULA HAKOHEL ITOHSJIA.

— KoneuHo, TeTymika! — nogckoumia oHa U ¢ IIyMOM 3aJBUHYJIa CTYJI.

— A s13aBapio yato, — Beie] 3a Hell ojiHsuiach Menanus. — 1o ype3BblYaiiHO BaKHbIN MpoIiecc,
HEJIb3s1 JOBEPUTH €I0 MPUCIIYTE.

Edumus ve yquBuiach, HA000OPOT, €Ba HE pacCMesIach, KOTJa M y TETYIIKU HAIIIOCh BAKHOE
[eNo: 1ocTaTh U3 norpeda OyThUIKY Jladuta. ByaTto He Morya Bce moAroToBUTH 3apaHee! Kenanue
octaButh Epumuto HaeuHe ¢ JIbioricoM ObLIO CTOJTh OYeBUIHBIM, POJICTBEHHUKH MOTJIN OBl ISHCTBO-
BaTh YyTOYKY TOHBIIIE.

HeBymika HepBHUYasa. Eit mpesacTosiio mogoOpath BepHbIe CI0Ba AJ1sl 0TKa3a. Bripouem, BOpyr
YIpaBJISOIUI TpapvHU OrPAaHUYUTCS IPOCTBIMU yXaXKMBAHUSAMU? YBbI, IIEPBBIE K€ €ro JIeHCTBUSA
BapeOe3rn pa3owim Haaexabl. OTKANUIABIINCE, JIBIONC TOAHSIICSA U TIONOKUI CalheTKy PSIOM C
Tapesikoil. E(puMus cTrcHYy1a naniblpl, CJIOBHO OKaMeHeNa.

— Munast nenu Bpok, — TOpKeCTBEHHO Havyal yIpaBIsioIIUi, YIIOTPeOUB MpeKHee yBaKUTEb-
HOe oOpalleHre, — BOZMOXKHO, 51 TOKaXyCh BaM M3JIMIIHE JAEP3KUM, HO CErOfiHs 5 MpHexaa B Ball
JIOM C OJHOI-€IMHCTBEHHO! 1LIEJIbIO.

— Kakorit xe?

B ropne nmepecoxisio, u [eByllIKa 3aJII0OM BbIWIA cTakaH BoAbl. OHa 31miach Ha Jlplouca.
Pemmuts, Gynro ona cornacutcsi! Y Beap ere 0OMAUTCS, TOMYYMB OTKa3. BylTo B MX cilydae MOKHO
paccuMThiBaTh HAa MHOM ucxon! [leno naxe He BO BHEHIHOCTH WM Bo3pacte, Edpumust Hukorga He
JieNnana aBaHCoB, Belia ce0s C MOKJIOHHUKOM MOAYEPKHYTO XOJOIHO M OTCTPaHEHHO.

— Ipexpachas muctpuc Ecdpumus, — neBymika oTmarHysach, KOrjaa oH, yMyApUBIIACH TIPOTHC-
HYTbCSI MEX]Ly CTYJIOM TETU M CTEHOW, OCTAHOBWJICS PSIIOM C HEH, — MO3BOJIbTE MHE HAAESATHCH. ..
CnoBoM, ocyacTyiuBbTe MeHsl, MucTpuc Edpumusi, craHbTe MOEH. . .

— Her! — He no3onuia emy 3akoHunTh Eprmust.

[Ilexku ee pacKpacHEUCH.

— Bol nake He Boiciymaere? — Hacynwics Jlblonc. — Hudero npegocynutessHoro. f yxe ropo-
PWJI C Balllel MaTyIIKOM, OHa Jlajia corjiacue. . .

— Bor Ha Hell 1 keHuTech! — B cepanax Belnanuia Epumus.

CJOBHO CJIOH B TIOCY/IHOM JIaBKe, IEBYIIIKA MTPOJIO-KKJIa cede KPyKHOM My Thb K BhIXxoy. CBATHIE
CBUZETENHN, OHA TIbITAJIACh, HO HE COIIAIIAThCs Xke Ha OpaK U3 BEXJIMBOCTH!

— Edumus, — noneren B CIMHY BCTPEBOKEHHBIN ronoc MenaHuu, — 4To CI1y4usioch?

O0epHyBIIKCH, IeByIIIKa YOeIuIach: U MaTyIIKa, ¥ TETKa, 1 AHHA KapayJIHIH Ha IIOpore KyXHH,
KA1 KOHIIA OOBSICHEHUSI.

Bexatb, mpsamo ceituac 6exatn!

Cryya kabinykamu 1O CKPHUITyYuM cTyneHbkam, Edumus ragana, CKOIbKO BpeMEHH y Hee B
3anace. CHayuasa pojiHble YCIIOKOST I'OCTS, IPOBOJST €0 M TOJIbKO IOTOM IIPUMYTCH 32 Hee. Bbixonur,
B 3arace OT Mapbl MUHYT JI0 Y€TBEPTH Yaca — B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT cTerieHn ooupl JIsiorca. Huvero,
oHa ycrieeT. Bet cobpaHbl, 0OCTanoch B3sTh JEHbI'M M IPUXBATUTH CUHEE IJIaThe TeTKH. Eprmus He
3a0paJia ero paHbliie, Tak Kak oracanach, 4To AHXella HaJIeHeT ero Ha Beuep.

— Epumus!

Tenepb rosoc MaTepu 3By4asl TBEpPKE, CypOBee.

JleByliKa CTUCHY/A KyJakd, HO He ocTaHOoBWIach. C3aqu MOC/BILIAIMCH TOPOIUIUBBIE IIATH.
Jlenn Bpok HarHana 104b y IBEpU CHAJbHHU M yXBaTHJA 32 IUIeYO, 3aCTaBUB 00epHYThes. [Ipexne
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MaThb Tak rpy0o ceOsl He Besa, BBIXOIWT, OHA B sApocTH. Tak u ecTh. Ha mekax Menanuu paciisenu
IBa My PITyPHBIX MATHA, IYOBI MOAPArvBaIHy.

— Ynpsimas nepuonka! — Tetka 6b1 ogapuiia Epumiio 3By4HOM O1uieyxoii, Ho jiein Bpok mpocto
MOBBICKIIA TONIOC. — ThI ceifuac ke CIyCTUIIbCS M M3BMHUIIBCS Tiepe]] rocriognHom bapowm.

— Jlaxe He nmomymaro.

JleByIlIKa CKMHYJIa PyKy CO CBOETO IUIeva.

— I'nynas! — cokpymeHnHo nokavaia rojoBoit Menanusi. — [l TBoero ke Omara! Yk He 3Halo,
YTO THl TaM CKa3aja, HO AHXelle ellBa yAaJloCch BCE YIaAUTh, NMEPEXBATUTh TOCTS OyKBAJIBHO Ha
nopore. Ckaxu: IepeBOIHOBAJIACK.

— Bogce Her. f He cobupaioch Jrarh.

— MusocTuBble CBATHIE, HY YTO MHE ¢ TOOOH Jenarh? — BCIUIECHY/IA pyKaMu BjoBa Bpok. —
[Noiimu xe, TeGe HY)KHO BBIATH 3aMyXk. [la, Th y MEHs KpacaBuIa, PU MHBIX OOCTOSITENILCTBAX Pa3Be
s1 Obl TipocBartana Tedst 3a ynpasisionero? Ho yx jydiie oH, 4eM MPUKUBAIKON y TOW XKe CeCTpHI.
Bro6asok rocrionuu bap B haBope y rpadunu, Tl eii Toxke HpaBuIlibcsi. MoxkeT, oHa TeOs B 3aBellia-
HUM yrioMsiHeT? Y Hee JieHer MHOTO, a U3 HAaCJIeTHUKOB — TOJIbKO HEIyTEeBbIN CBIH-OpeTep.

— Marymika, g He BbliiIy 3a rocriofuHa bapa, — kak MOXHO criokoiiHee nopropuia Epumus.

Korga xe pognbie moiiMyT 3Ty rpoctyio Betb? Hu 3aBemanue rpadgpunn MamkOeTeH, H1 camoe
Oe/ICTBEHHOE TOJIOXKEHNE, HU OOIIECTBEHHOE TIPe3peHue K 3aCHIEBIIIMMCS B HEBECTaX AEBYIIKAM He
3acTaBAT ee MouTu 3a rocnoavHa bapa. Jlblouc eit coBcem He noaxoaut. PazBe Marh HEe BUJUT, Kak
OH IJIyII, HE 3aMeYaeT ero MaHep, JILICHHBI U MPOYMX (PU3NUECKUX HenocTaTkoB? Ecim yx mpogaBaTh
ce0s1, To 3a OobIIyio IieHy. ['ocnionuH Bap 3amiaTuth ee ssBHO HE MOT.

— Tak oH crenan npeajoxkeHue? — He yHUMasiach MenaHus.

— [Touru. { He Mo3BOIMIIA EMY TIOTOBOPHUTD.

— Ox, nypa, ynpsimasi 1ypa!

Jlenu Bpok o6xBarmiia royioBy pykamu. [lepen ee riazamu mpoHeciach 6e3paiocTHas KapTHHA
Oymymero. CyIecTBoBaTh TOJBKO Ha CKPOMHYIO PEHTY, JIMITUTLCS o0mecTBa rpadgpuan MamkoeTeH,
MPUBJIEKATENILHBIX 1IEH B JIABKAX — U BCE MO0 MUJIOCTU CJIUIITKOM TOpIIon fodepu !

— Xopor1o, Musast OapblIIHs, — Yy Thb JIM HE BIIEPBbIE 32 BCIO )KU3Hb MenaHus permia MposiBUTh
CTPOrOCTb, — TOTJJa OTIPABJISUTECH K ceOe U XOPOIIEHbKO MOAyMaiTe HaJl CBOMM MOBe/ieHneM. Bb
He BBII/IETE U3 JIoMa, IOKa He npuMeTe rpeaoxenus JIbionca bapa.

— To ecTb HUKOI/A, — CO CMEUIKOM pe3ioMupoBaia E¢umus u ckpbliach 3a IBEPHIO.

Botr u pemmniack ee cynp0a. Maryiika He OocTaBuiIa BHIOOpa. YOeauBIIKCh, YTO OHA YIIUIA,
criena BCEJMTh HaAeXkIy B OTBEPKEHHOrO keHuxa, Epumus BbITalmia yeMoiaH U OeccTpaliHo
HaBe/1aJ1ach B KOMHATY TETKH, a 3aTeM B criajibHIO Matepy. [ToMuMo JeHer ieByIika mpuxsaTuia oap-
XaTHBIN MEIIOYeK CO CBOMMU JparolieHHOCTsIMU. Tak, HIuero ocoOeHHOT0, HUKAaKUX OpUJLTHAHTOB U
BBIYYPHBIX Okepesnid. [leBOUKe-TIOIpOCTKY MOarajauch CKPOMHbIE U HEOPOCKME KAMHH BPOJIE KEM-
yyra u siHTapsi. B cBoe Bpems E¢pumun ynanock ux npurpsrars, 3a0path B CChUIKY. [leByika Kak
pa3 3akaHuMBaJIa COOpBI, KOTJa B KOMHATY 3arisiHyia AHHa. Cripstats yemonan Epumus He ycrena,
cecTpa Bce BHJENa, HO He BhIAaja, YeM 3aCiIyKija MBICIEHHYIO OJIaroJapHOCTb.

— Coexarp permmna?

Edumus kuBHYya U, HE I8, 3aKUHYJIA B YeMO/IaH HEMHOTOUMCIIEHHYIO KOCMETHKY.

— TeOs He OTIYCTAT, TETKA B ABEPSIX CTOWT, — MpeAyNnpeaia AHHA U IETOTOM IPU3HAIACH: —
41 6osmack, moce TBOEro OTKa3a MaTh MEHsI éMy B JKeHBI MpeyiokuT. U 310 HakaHyHe otOopa! Ax,
Dddu, s 661 yMepiIa, CIOBO Jal0, B TOT ke MUT ymepJaa Obl, eci Obl MEHsI TPOCBATaJIM 32 FOCTIOAMHA
Bapa! OH Tako#l crapblii 1 cOBceM HUKTO. To Jii Jeio uMreparop! — MeuTaTenbHO 100aBUIa OHA U
TUTIOXHYJIACh HA KPOBAaTh. — 3aKPhIBAIO IJ1a3a M BUKY: s BO ABOPIIE, B KPACUBOM IUIAThE TAHILYIO C €r0
BEJINYECTBOM, a BCE CMOTPSAT, Pa3HHYB PTHI.
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VnpiOka mpotus Bosu TpoHysa ryosl Epumun. Eit Oyner He xBatath AHHBI. CecTpa CTOb MIJIa
Y HENOCPENICTBEHHA, JIyYMK COJHIA B cepocTr OynHei. Ho Huvero, kak tonbko Edpumus ycrpoutces
Ha HOBOM MeCTe, HETPEMEHHO HAaBECTUT POJHBIX.

— A TBI Kyza cobpasnacs?

Crapmast cectpa nomeuiwia ¢ oTeetoM. He mpusHaBatbes ke, YTO yKpasa MpHIJalieHre 1
coOpaJiach 3aHATh Uy)K0e MecTo, ocoOeHHO mocie (aHTtaszuii AHHbL. [lostomy Edumus orBermia
YKJIOHUHBO:

— [onmbITato cyacTes B ropoze.

— IpaBmiIbHO, — MO-CBOEMY TOHSIJIA €€ CeCTpa, — TaM JKeHUXH Ooradye, CTO OYKOB TOCTIOAUHY
bapy nagyrt. Tonbko Tel, — AHHA 3aMeIIKaNach U CIJIOTHYJA, CACPKMUBAS HAKATUBIIKE BAPYT CIIE3bI, —
I, oosi3atesbHO nviu, D du!

Ona Tak Ha Hee cMmoTpena, yto Edumun npunuioch KUBHYTh. AHHA TYT ke YCIIOKOHMJIACh,
nopecesena. Bocnonb3oBaBIIMCh epeMeHor ee HacTpoeHust, E¢pumus nonpocuia cectpy cOerarhb
BHU3, pa3BeJaTh OOCTAaHOBKY. YBBI, Ta IPUHEC/IA HEYTEIIUTE IbHbIE BECTH: TIPOBOIMB rOCTs, AHXesa
3arepsia BXOIHYIO JBepb U yHeca Kimod. Ceiiyac onu ¢ Menanuei i Ha KyxHe pOMAIllKOBBIN Yyai,
MIPUXOIMIIM B ce0sl TIOCJIe COPBAHHOTO 3BaHOTO YykuHA. [Ipunercs 6exarb yepe3 okHo. Epumus npu-
KHMHYJIa PACCTOSIHUE JIO 3eMJIM: MOXHO PUCKHYTh. [la U Jydllie cIoMaTh HOTY, YeM CTaTh TOCHOKOM
Bap. Matb ¢ TeTKOM He YCIIOKOSTCS, TTOKa He T0OBIOTCSI CBOETO.

CHauasia JieByIlKa CITyCTHJIa Ha CAaMOJIEJIbHOW BepeBKe U3 MIPOCThIHEH YeMOJaH. YOeJUBIIHCS,
YTO y3JIbI KpernKue, a TKaHb He TIOPBaJach, PeIIiach JIe3Th cama.

— INoxenait Mue ynauu, AHer!

Edumus umokHyna cectTpy B IIEKY U MEpeKUHY/Ia HOTY Yepe3 MOJOKOHHHUK. C HerpUBBIYKH
OHa CITyCKaJIach Me/IJIEHHO, Tapy pa3 eBa He COpBaJIach, HO B UTOTe OJIaroroxyyHO KOCHY/IACh 3eMJTH.
OcraBasoch TOJIBKO MOPAJIOBATHCS, YTO OKHA KyXHHU BBIXO/IMJIM Ha 10T, MHAa4Ye POJIHBIE JABHO OB 3aMe-
THJIN OCTJISHKY.

Jlagonu ropenu, Ha HUX MOSBIIIKCH ccaauHbl. [JypHo! Hy:KHO KynuTh 3aKUBIISIIONIEN Ma3H, a
TO pemar, OyATO OHa He JBOPSIHKA, YKpaJla MpUIJIAIlIeHHe.

Edumus 3HakoM nomnpocuiia cectTpy BTSHYTh CaMOJETbHYIO BEPEBKY. YOeqUBIINCH, YTO AHHA
ee TOHsUIA, Tocyaia el BO3AYIIHbIA MONeayid U, MOJXBaTUB YeMOJaH, 3aiaraia npous. Edpumus
CIIMHOM OIIyINaia B3I CECTPBI, HO HU pa3y He oOepHysack. OHa Hajesulach yCreTh Ha TIOYTOBbIN
IWTMKAHC U 3MI1achk Ha rocnionuna bapa. He npurnacu ero TeTka Ha y:KUH, He Clieiail OH IpeJIoxke-
nue, Epumust criokoiiHO 3akoHUYmMIIa Obl COOPBI M HE rajiajia, OMo3/AaeT Wik HeT. Bno6aBok cremHeno,
TYT Obl UATU MEIEHHO, OCTOPOXHO, a €l IPAaKTHYECKH MPUXOIMIOCH OekaTh. Menpoil He KoHeuHast
CTaHIIUS, B ITyTH BCSAKOE CITyYaeTcsl, TUIMKAHC MOT KaK MPUIATH paHbIIe, TaK U 3aJepKaThCs.

XBana Hebecam, E¢pumus ycnena u Hu pady He ynana. U, cmacu6o cBsroii Bepacuii, B nim-
’KaHce HaIUIOCh CBOOOIHOE MecTo. JIeByIIKa OThICKasa Ky4epa, MPOTSIHY/Ia eMy MATYIO aCCHUTHAIUIO
Y JIOTOBOpPHMJIACh O Oaraske, Mmocje co CIOKOWHBIM cepiiieM 3a0pasiach BHYTPb.

Jlomane moMeHsM, U AUIMAKAHC TPOHYJICS, YHOCS OCIJISIHKY IIPOUYb OT MECT, TaK ¥ HE CyMeB-
IIAX CTaTh €€ JIOMOM.
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I'nmaBa 3

Edumus penko OpiBana B XaiiTe W Tereph B PaCTEPSIHHOCTH 3amMepJia Yy MOYTOBOM CTaHIUM.
Kak mHoro mozen nocne conHoro Menpos! OHa cMmkoM JOoiro Mpoxuia B NI U YCIIENA OTBBIK-
HYTb OT cyeThl. «Hy, dyero Bcrasia? — MbICJIEHHO BCTpsixHYJa ceOs1. — CTaHelllb pa3eBaTh poT, JaJiblie
KyXHH He nonajens. Wi rocrioxoit bap crats xouenis? Tak eme He O3AHO, MOXEIIb BEPHYThCS».
CamoOuyeBanue nomorso. EdumMus Haenmina Macky 0e3pas3inivst — OHAa Hajle)KHO M30aBIisijia OT
HEHYKHBIX 3HAaKOMCTB U IJIyIBIX BOIPOCOB — M PEIIMTENBHO 3amarajia K HeHTpy. HyxHo oTeicKaTh
Jlom 3acenanuii, rae mpoxoau OTOOPOUHBIN TYP, OTMETHTBCS U I03a00TUTHCSI O BDEMEHHOM JKHUITbE.

WHTepecHO, CKOJIBKO JypOueK CIIETeNIOCh Ha OrOHEK, BOOOpasMB ceOsl OyayMK UMITepaTpy-
namu? HamBHas mpocToTa, 3a 1modesy cTaHeT OMThCs BhICIIast apucTokparusi. OHM TOYHO He OITy-
CTATCS 10 MyOJIMYHOTO CMOTpa — pasBiiedeHus Ajs jmozei nonpoine. Epumus moporo Ovl ana,
YTOOBI TO3HAKOMUTBCS C KEM-TO U3 TeX MPUBWIETMPOBAHHBIX JeBylleK. COOCTBEHHO, 32 TUM OHa
u npuexana B XauT. Ho Hu4ero, rmaBHOe — MPUMENbKAThCS, TIOKa3aTh 00pa30BaHHOCTh U XOPOIIHE
MaHepbl, Toraa yaada cama teost Haiiet. B stom EdumMus He comHeBanach. Yk XOTsI Obl CKPOMHbIE
MEUTbI CBATHIE CIOCOOHBI UCTIOJHUTD !

Camoe 3anagHoe rpad)cTBO UMIIEPUH HUKOT/IA HE BXOAWIIO B YHCJIO OOraTeIMX, OHAKO U TYT
HalUIOCh MECTO POCKOLIM. XaHT IUIEHsJT B30p JEKOPUPOBAHHBIMU IJ1a3ypOBAaHHOW IUIMTKOM (paca-
JaMH1 OCOOHSIKOB MECTHOM 3HAaTH. BOJIBIIMHCTBO UX BJIAJIEIbLEB KUJIU TYT BCETO HECKOJIBKO MECSLIEB
B IOy, a TO ¥ BOBCE HE MOABJIAINCH AECATWIETUAMM, Bellb N3 Opost JO CTOJIULBI MHOTO HEJEIIb Iy TH.
Ho Te, k1O OcTascs, 1o pa3HpIM NPUYMHAM HE YIEpPKaJIUCh IIPU JBOPE, CTPEMUIINCDH MEPeLerosaTh
apyr npyra. K npumepy, crapanusamu repuora Opnosa B cBoe BpeMs B XalTe BO3BEJIN HE YCTyIaB-
111ee CTOJIMYHOMY 3[JaHue TeaTpa, a NpUHLL XeHpUK [ITH1e0B B KOHIIE MPOILLIOro CTOJETHS OCHOBA
yHuBepcuteT. ToT camblii, KoTopblii He 3akoHuYMI JIbtonc bap. Ero Beicokue, UMUTHPOBABLINE 3aM-
KOBBIE OAIITHA XOPOILIO MTPOCMATPUBAJIUCH B IpocBeTe OyinbBapa ['po3. C HUMM Ha paBHBIX CONEPHHU-
yajia paryila, BO3BeJleHHas U3 KpacHoro kupnuya. Tyna Edpumus 3armisHyna B nepByto ouepepb 1 B
0OMeH Ha MpHIJIAIIeHHe TTOTyYrIa 3aBeTHHIN aapec JloMa 3acejaHui.

Bennptii ciyxammii! OH HaBepHSKa MPOKJIS AECATKY AEBUILI, TOJKABLIMXCS U rajlJeBIIMX Oe3
yMoJiKy. ITopoii oHu He ymesu cBsi3aTh Mapsbl CJI0B, OAHAKO TOXKE METHIIM B UMIIEPATPULIBL.

— Kak Ha sapmapke!

Edumus ¢ obneryenneM BriOpanach Ha IUIONIA/b, MEUTas JIMIIL 00 OJHOM — MOBAJIMTHCS Ha
nocresib. C HerpuUBBIYKY 00J1eM pyKu. JIaloH! OKpacHer, YeEMO/IaH TO U JIeJI0 YMPKAJI 110 HACTUITY
TpoTyapa. Bor oHa — GegHocTs! UTO TONKY B ByaJleTKe M Hapsjax, €clid HEKOMY JOHECTU Belu?
Onnako Edpumus ve cnaBanack. OHa He 1151 TOro cOeskasa u3 J0Ma, YTOObl paCXHBIKAThCS TPH TIep-
BBIX K€ TPYAHOCTSIX.

B ouepenHol pa3 oA IEBIINCE, IEBYIIIKA 3aMETHIAa BHIBECKY FOCTUHULIBL. OHA BBIIIA/ENA ITPE-
3eHTa0esIbHO, XO35IMH He TIOCKYITIJICS TIOABECHTH y BXO/a TOPIIKH C TepaHblo, 1 EdumMus permiace.
Jlumis Gbl HOMEp OKazacs Mo cpeAcTBaM, MHaye... O BCAKHUX «HMHA4Ye» A0Yb MATEKHOrO reHepasa
MpeANoYUTaIa JyMaTh O Mepe UX MOCTYIUICHHUS.

[Tpuobonpusiuck, EpuMust ogHoi pykoid nonxsaTuia 4eMojaH, Apyroi — noaosn miarks. 1o
3aBETHOM LIeJIM OCTaBaJIaCh BCETo Mapa Iaro, KOrja crpasa MOCbIIIajcs rpo3Hblii OKpuK: «bepe-
ruce!» B crnenyomuii Mur AeByIika oLlyTUIa CUIbHBIA ynap. Ee nonopocuiio B Bo3nyx. YemonaH ¢
[JIyXUM CTYKOM OTJIETeJ1 Ha TPOTYyap, 3aBEPTENICS BOTYKOM.

3acronas, Edumusa koe-kak cena nocpeauHe MoctoBou. [1ieuo Hpulo, Ha 3aTBUIKE CTPEMU-
TEJIbHO HaMBaJach muinka. Cyas mo ToMmy, Kak OOJIE3HEHHO MyJbCHpPOBaJIa HOTra, OHa MOCTpajaia
OT yaapa. Bno6aBok npu majieHun y IeBYIIKM 3apajiach 100Ka, U Terepb pOTO3er MSUIMIINCH Ha ee
mrronaxsle uyaku. Epumus 37100HO 3bIpKHY/IA HA HUX U NTOCHENINIIA OAEPHYTh MOJIO.
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Bena He mpuxonut ofHa — emie U Ty Kyga-To noaeBanack. CKIIaablBalIOCh BlIEUATICHUE,
OyITO MUPO3/IaHKE BCTYIUIJIO B 3ar'OBOP C POIHEN, noaTaikuBas E¢ummio K 3aMyKecTBy ¢ yrpas-
asommM rpadpuan MamkoeTeH.

Opnako 4rto mpousonuio? JleBylika B HEAOYMEHMM MOKOCHIACh HA JIONIAAWHBIE MOPIBI B
KaKkoOM-TO MeTpe OT cebs1. KapTuHka MeaieHHo ckiiagpiBasiack B MO3ry. KoHH, KapeTra, BCTpeBOKEH-
HbIE JIIOM, OKPUK... BOMCTHHY, XOpOIIEHbKOE Havyajlo — eiBa He yroauThb mnop skunax! [Nocnen-
HUH, Cy/s TI0 MO30JI0YeHHON pe3bOe, MpUHAJIeKaI 3HaTHOW ocoOe. Bce paBHO 3TO He MOBOJ IaBUTh
moner. Kydep rHan kak cymaciieaAnumi, He IpUTOPMO3MII Tiepe]] MOBOpoToM, rHaue Edumus Obl
BOBpEMSI 3aMETHJIa OMTACHOCTb.

— Dii, yero pasJierjach?

VY Hero eliie XBataao HarJIOCTH AEP3UTh!

JleByiika omapuia Kydepa HCHenessionmM B3msaoM. [lpenupartbes co cayramMu — yHU3HU-
TEJIbHO JUIS1 TBOPSIHKH.

— IToxosxe, TO Barma.

Kaxoii-to napenek npotsaHya E¢pumun crereBmyio Tymo. OHa nmodnarogapuia ero KUBKOM
TOJIOBBI U 00y-J1aCh. 3aTeM MOMbITANIACh BCTaTh, HO TIOTEpIiesa (puacko.

lonoBa rygena kak Kojmokom: 6om-0oM-6om. Jlompikka ormyxiia, rjiathe B Tpsas3u. Ha rmaza
HAaBEPHYJIUCB 37IbIe clie3bl. EpriMus BoITepIia X THIJTbHOM CTOPOHOM JIAJJOHU. XBAaTUT CITIOHU Ha KYJIaK
HAMaTbIBaTh, OTEIl He 3ToMY ee yuui1. [locuaut HemMHOro U BctaHeT. He co BTOpo¥ MOMNBITKH, TaK C
JECSATOM.

— Yro ciayuywiiock, Mapk, nouemy Mbl OCTAHOBUJIUCH?

W3 okoIka KapeTsl BHICYHYJIACh HEIOBOJIbHAS JKEH-IIMHA.

— Jla pa3uHs mox Kojeca OpocuiIach, — MOYTUTENBHO TPHUIIOAHSB MUISITY, OTBETUI Kydep U
noroponwi E¢pumuio: — BeraBait yke, He BUAMILb, MUAJTIEAN TOPONIUTCS !

— 4 He mpocTomoaMHKa, YTOOBI MHE «THIKaTh»! — 1M03a0bIB O BOCHHMTAHWH, OTPBI3HYJIACH
JEBYIIIKA.

Ecnu y Hee HeT COOCTBEHHOTO 9KHIIAXa, 3TO HAYEro He 3HaYuT. MOKHO NIOyMaTh, OHA WJTH ee
MaThb BUHOBATHI, UTO OUYTHIIUCH 31ieck? Ecnu Ha To momnwio, cnipoc ¢ Jlenapa ['op3ena. He Oyap ero,
OTell ¥ OpaThsi OCTATUCH OBl JKMBBI 1 BEPHO CITYKHJIU KOPOHE.

Kyuep ormyctun B agpec Edumum kpenkoe CIOBIO M, YCTaB KAaTh, B3MaxHYJI KHYTOM.
Hey:xenu ynapur? EcpumMus B ykace IpUKpbLIa I71a3a ¥ 3aCJIOHUIIA JIMLO pyKou. K cuacTbio, OH TOJIBKO
myraj — Oud MPOCBUCTEIT HAJI TOJIOBOMA.

CamoynpaBCcTBO CIIyTM He MOHPABWIIOCH Biajeiuie Kapersl. OHa moTpeboBaia HeMeIEHHO
MIPEKPATUTh UCTA3aHNE HECYACTHOM M yYaCTIMBO NMOMHTEPECOBAIACK:

— C Bamu Bce B nopsiike, Musiasi?

Edumus npuciymanach K COOCTBEHHBIM OIIYIIEHUSIM U TIOKavyaJia FOJIOBOM.

Hapon Bokpyr Bce mpuObiBaj. Jloqu HOpOBWJIM MPONE3Th ONMXKE, y3HATh, UTO CIYUMIIOChH.
Crosp mpucCTaIbHOE BHMMAaHUE CMYyIIaio He Tonbko Edumuio. Apucrokparka Benena ycaauTb
MOCTPaJABIIYIO B KUK, MOOOEIIAB OTBE3TH K JIeKapIo.

— Yemonan! — cnioxBaruiachk Epumus.

[Tpomennu oHa XOTh MUT, OcTajlach Obl 03 HEXUTPHIX MOKXUTKOB. A Tak YeMOJaH MOJHSIIH,
HACKOPO 3alTMXHYJIM BHYTPb BBINIABIIINE BEIN — BOT CTHIJ], HUKHee Oenbe! — 1 yOpanu B OaraxHbIi
SIIHK.

CHoBa menkHynn 6nu. BexparHynmi KoHH, pasroHsist 3eBak. Kapera nepHysach v MokaTuia 1o
youIie.

Edumus octopoxkHo, yTOOB HE MOTPEBOKUTH YIIUOIEHHOE IUIEY0, OTKMHYIACh HA MSTKOE
cuaeHbe. Terepp OHa CMOIJIa JIydille paCCMOTPETh KOCBEHHYI0 BUHOBHHMILY Ieperionioxa. JKeHIyHa
oKazasiach poBecHulleld Menanun. [locepeOpeHHBIE JIETKOW CEAMHON BOJIOCHI YJIOXKEHBI BOJTHAMU,
OTKpBIBasi BUCKW. MUHHUATIOpHAs MUIANKA yKpaieHa Oytagopckumu (ppykramu. Ha ee ¢one Bya-
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nerka E¢pumun kazanace eiBa Jid HE CHHOHMMOM AYPHOBKYCHUsl. YMEPEHHO AEKOJIbTHPOBAHHOE IO
yTPEHHEMY BpEMEHH IUIaThe PACIIUTO CepeOpsHON HUTHIO. JIMIO MpUATHOE, ¢ MATKUMHU YepTaMH.
Boasie a3 v B yrojikax pra 3ajerniv MOPIIUHKY.

Bnagenuua kapetsl Tojke MCKoca nocMarpuBaia Ha Edumuio, ragas, Kak ¢ Hel MOCTYIUTb.
ATHemKa onaszpiBaja, Jydllle BBICAIUTh JEBYIIKY Ha OnmvokaiiieMm nepekpectke. OHa Obl Tak |
MOCTYTUIIA, ey Obl He Koubllo Epumun. [ocnennsis He Hocuila mepyaTok, Mo3TOMY OHO cpasy Opo-
cajnoch B 1asa. Kynute nmogoGHOe MelaHKka He MOIJIa, TOJbKO YKpacTb, BHIXOJWT, HE3HAKOMKA HE
Tak MpocTa.

[NoxeBaB ryObl, ATHeIIKa pelmia BCce MPOsICHUTS:

— IIpoctuTe, ecnu nMokaxych BaM OECTaKTHOM, HO KTO BbI?

Edpumus oxunana noqooHoro Borpoca. KopoTtkas nepepliika momorsia cooparbCsi ¢ MBICTSIME
Y 3aTOTOBUTH OTBET.

— Kro 51 Takas? — noBropuia aeByuika. — Bcero uiiie oqHa M3 COMCKaTEIbHUL] PYKHU €r0 UMIIe-
paTopcKoro BesmvecTBa. S HelaBHO IpuUexasa v Hallpasyisjiach B TOCTUHUILY, KOTia Balll Ky4dep MeHs
cow. [IpaBo, He 3HaI0, COMIYT JIM CUHSAKU JI0 OTOOPOYHOro Typa!

Edumus paccuntsiBana chirpaTh Ha COBECTH ATHEIIKM U HE Iporajana. Ta CMyIIIEHHO OTBEp-
HYJIaCh, CLIENIVB PYKH Ha KOJIEHSIX.

— MHe yxacHo *kaib! — B3/I0XHYJIa BlIaJenIa Kuaxa. — Bel onqHa, 6e3 ciyr, Ha fopore. . .

— He Bce 1BOpsiHCKME ceMbU OAMHAKOBO 0OECTeUeHbl, — TOpI0 CBepKHYJa riazamu Edumvust, —
OJIHAKO BCE OAMHAKOBO Onaropoansl. Ciyra MpoBOOVII MEHsI 10 PaTyIH, a Tocje B ABYKOJIKE Bep-
HYJICS IOMOA.

Jloxb maBanacek jerko. Mosxker, moromy, yro Ecdumus neperierana ee ¢ MpaBjoil, Ha XOmy
COuMHSIA JiereHay uisi oroopa. OHa Hagesiach, JOOPONOPSIOYHAST APUCTOKPATKA OIJIATUT Bpava U
HOMep B FTOCTUHHIIE, XOTs OBl HA CYTKH, HO Ta TMOIILJIa TOpa3/Io Aajblile.

— Emie pa3 uzBunuTE, 1 HUIKOMM 00pa3oM He keJiajia Bac o0uaeTh. [103BosbTe MpeacTaBUThCS:
rpaduns Arnemika Jlemap, neau Briekkyok. He Gecriokoiitech, — IIMPOKO YJIBIOHYBIINCH, KEHIIMHA
HaKpbUIa JIaI0HBI0 pyKy Epumum, — Bbl onazgere Ha 0TOOp. DTO camoe Majioe, YTo 51 MOTY JIsI Bac
crnenath. B3ameH, npoiily, HUKOMY He pacCKas3bIBailTe O MOCTUTTIIEN BaC HENMPUATHOCTH !

JleBy1iKa paccessHHO KMBHYJIa, HE B CHJIaX MOBEPUTH B Mpoucxonsiee. ArHemka brekkyok!
Bpsin nu 310 coBnasenue, Bpsja v oHU ogHogamubibl. ['pad Jlemap, nopn biekkyok — noBepen-
Hoe JuIo umrnepatopa B rpagerse Opoit. Ecnu Bce mpaBaa, Edumus cornacunack Obl HAOUTH elre
JECATOK ILIUIIIEK.

[pennoxenne ArHemku ee Oonee yem ycrpauBasio. CooOmIaTh poAHBIM O MOCTHTIIEM ee
HecyacThe OHa U TaK He ruianupoBasia. He B untepecax Epumun, utoObl pasrHeBaHHAasI TETYIIKA TIPU-
Myasiach 3a Hell B Xait. B1o6aBok, Tonbko ycibiman gamuiiio bpok, ArHemnika 3abeper oOpaTHO
o0elaHue MPOBECTH MOCTPAAABIIIYIO [0 €€ BUHE JIe/IM CKBO3b CUTO MEPBOHAYAIBHOTO OTOOPA.

— CBIH BCE YCTPOUT, 51 TO’KE 3aMOJIBJIIO 32 BAC CJIOBEYKO. B10oOaBOK BbI Takasi KpacaBuIla, UMIIe-
paTop HerpeMeHHO JIOJIKEH Bac YBUIETh, — BOOAYIIEBIEHHO IieOeTasia rpapuHs.

Boixogut, oHa MaTh TOro camoro Jiopaa biekkyoka. Toxe Herioxo. [ 1laBHOe, He TOPONUThHCS,
MPSIMO ceryac He MPOCUTh PEKOMEHAATEIbHBIX MUceM. I'papuHs cama NpeyioKuT.

DKUNax MOAKATUI K YKpalIeHHOM MMIlepckuMu (piaramu roctunune. IlomnesHoe 3panue ¢
BBIYYPHOH JICTHMHOW M 2)KYPHBIMH pelleTKaMH OaJKOHOB PA3UTEIbHO OTIMYAJIOCh OT CKPOMHOIO
MAHCHOHA, B KOTOPOM coOupasiach octaHoBUThesl Epumust. [ToHavyamy neBymika v BOBCe MPUHsLIA
€ro 3a IBOpeLl, OJHY U3 MHOTOUYMCIIEHHbIX pe3uieHIMI umneparopa. K cuacteio, OHa octaBuiia CBOU
MIPEATIONOKEHHS ITpU cede, a TO Obl YTOMIIA B HEJIOBKYIO CUTYAIIUIO.

Ha otnmBaBIieii 3010ToM TaOMUYKe 3HAYUIIOCH: «- AHIPEIIl».

— Bo3bMmuTe Moo HakKUIKY. — ATHEIKa NoIapuia o CHICHBIO U IPOTSHYJIA IEBYIIKE ToTyO0oi
MBUIbHUK. — Bam Jiyuiiie BpeMeHHO COXpaHUTh UHKOTHUTO.

Edumus kuBHyna. VX xenaHus NOJIHOCTBIO COBNAAAIHN.
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ObenM KeHIMHAM YYTHBO ITOMOTJIM BBIMTH U3 KapeTsl. Epumus MbICIeHHO rnodnarogapuia
MUpO3/1aHKe: cama Obl OHAa BBHIBAIMJIACH KakK Kyib. [leByika 3Hauia, rpaduHsl HaOMoaeT 3a Hell,
MO3TOMY, Kak Obl HM OBUIO OOJIBHO, HYXHO IMOCTapaThCsl CKPHITh XPOMOTY. 3aTO MOXHO CKOJIBKO
YIOJHO KOPYUTh TPUMACH] — KAMIOIIOH HAJEKHO CIpATA JUIo OT 3eBak. CTrcHyB 3yObl, Eprmus
oOcTaBuIIa Bce Tak, OyATO HEYJaYHO BCTala Ha MOJAHOXKKY U MOJBEPHYJIa rojieHocTorl. Bpoze crirpana
yOeauTesbHO, ATHEIIIKa OCTalIaCh JI0BOJIbHA.

— INoxuBeTe moka B MoeM HoMmepe. $1 Hailny chiHa 1 000 BceM M03a004yCh, — HAKJIOHUBIIIUCH
K CaMOMY €€ yXy, BKpa4MBO HIEMHYIa TpaduHsl.

HeBbickazaHHBII HAaMEK MOBUC MeX 1y ¢1oB. Epumus mocnenmia ycrmoKouTh O1arofeTeTIbHULLY
B3[JISLIOM: IOTOBOPEHHOCTh OCTAEeTCsl B CUJIE.

[IpenynpenutenbHbIe CIyXallyie TOCTUHUIIBI CTApaTeIbHO OTpadaThIBaIM CBOM XJ1e0, pacra-
XMBAJIU TIepel] HUMH JBEpH Mpex[e, 4YeM ArHelIKa ycreBaja K HUM mofoitu. OHU ¢ MHTepecoM
nocMatpuBai Ha Eumuio, HO BOIIPOCOB He 3a/1aBaJTH.

CewmeiicTBO BiieKKyOK 3aHMMAJIO BECh ITAXK, JTyUIlIMe CMEKHbIE HOMEPa, BPEMEHHO IPEeBPaTHB-
IIMecsi B OrpOMHbBIE anaptaMeHThl. E(puMUio ycTponiy Ha YCIOBHOW TMOJIOBMHE ATHEIIKHM U Cpasy
MOCJIAJTH 32 TOKTOPOM. TOT YCIOKOMJI IOCTPAJaBIIIyIo, TOJIKOM HUYET0 He BBINMCA, HO 3aIIpOCKI Oac-
HOCJIOBHYIO CyMMY 3a BU3HT. | pacuHs1, He TOprysich, OTCUMTAJIA ACCUTHALIMY U, BHITPOBOAUB JIEKaps,
B351J1aCh 3a FOCTBIO.

— Bac HyxHo nepeonets. Heuero u gymatb, 4TOOBI IOKa3aThCsl CHIHY B IOOOHOM BHJIE.

Edumvus crnorayna. Bee Tak OvicTpo, cpasy... CHayana ArHelika, oTOM caM Mapiiiai — TaK
o(pULMaTbHO HA3BIBAIM JOBEPEHHBIX JIMI UMIIepaTopa. B ciyyae BOSeHHBIX AEHCTBHIA OHU 3aHUMA-
JIMCh cCOOPOM ¥ OpraHU3aIiell — BOMCK BBEPEHHOTO MM IpadcTia.

— He nepexuBaiite, Munasi, — ATHelIKa yJaoBuIa HEPBO3HOCTb TIOIONIEYHOM U TTOCTApasiach ee
YCIIOKOWTH, — Wnpuc mpoct B oOpaiieHnd. A BOT IepeosieTh Bac KaTeropuyecku HyxkHo. Ceiuac
MOCMOTPHM, YTO Y Bac €CTb.

INokazanock nim rpacduHs He Kenana, YToObI ChIH Y3HaJ O IOPOKHOM MpowuciectBun? Cruii-
KOM YK OHa CyeTUJIach.

HesamebicnoBatsiit rapaepo6 Edpumvun nogseprest 6e3:xkaqocTHON KpUTHKE. ATHEIIKe TTOHPaBU-
JIOCh JIMIIIb «MHUJIOE CKPOMHOE JIOMaIIIHEe I1J1aThe», KOTOPOe TETKa HajaeBasa 1o npasaHukam. Jlaxe
OeJIbIil TOPOIIeK HA KOPUYHEBOM (DOHE MPU3HAIU CJIMIIKOM BYJIbIapHBIM U POBUHIIMATIBHBIM.

— Ipupercst Bcepbe3 3aHATHCS BAIMMU HApsIaMH, — Kadasi TOJIOBOM, TSKKO B3[OXHYJIA Ipa-
¢uns1. — Bee 310 He rogutes. st cenbcko spMapku — 1a, HO [UIsl JBOPLIA HEIOMYCTHMO!

— Ho y MeHs GoJibIlie HUYEro HeT, — pacTepsiHHO pa3Besia pykamu Edpumust.

Omna 6osach MOAYMaTh, BO CKOJIBKO OOOHIETCS MPUIMYHOE, IO MHEHHIO IpadvHH, TUIaThe.
[TpuxBaueHHBIX U3 IOMA JICHET XBAaTUT TOJIIBKO Ha OOOPKH.

ATHellKa OTMaxHyJIach OT ee CJIOB KakK OT Oe3/Ie/UIIbL:

— IlpaBo, Hanum u3-3a Yero TpeBoXuThCsA! A Beap odemana 06CTaBUTh BCE B CAMOM JIyUIIIeM
BUJIE.

Bnaroperenpuuia npuoaena Edpumuio mo codctBeHHOMY BKycy. Eciu Obl He yepHOTa BOJIOC
M OCTPOTa BBI3BIBAIOIIE TOMYOBIX I71a3, 0Opa3 BhilIen Obl uepecuyp nputopHbM. [pexne Epumus
HUKOI/Ia HE HOCWJIa PO30BOT0, HO rpaduHs 3aBepsiia, 4To Oyayliasi HeBecTa MMIlepaTopa A0/bKHA
noxoauTh Ha 3eup. CepnoOosbHasi ATHEIKa OIOJDKIIIA el CBOE IJIaThe, O1aro KOMIUIEKIUEH ToXo-
JWJIa Ha CTIACEHHYIO IEBYIIKY. M3-3a pa3HUIIbI B pOCTE MPHUIILIOCh UCKYCCTBEHHO YJTMHUTD MO0, HO
B LIEJIOM BBIILIO Xopoino. ['paduHs 1ononHmIa moayYMBIIMics 00pa3 KeMuyraM peIKoro OTTeHKa.
Edumus HepoymeBana, 3aueM Tak cTaparbCs pagy MUMOJIETHOrO 3HAKOMCTBA. B oTBeT Arhemika
3aKaruia Iasa:

— Cpazy BU/IHO, YTO BBl MOJIOJBI M1 MQJIO TIOHUMAaETe B XKU3HU. S MaTh, MOTY TOATOJKHYTH B
HY)KHOM HarpaBJIeHHH, HO pelaTth Bce paBHO Wnpucy. OH JOKeH YBUIIETh O4apoBaTeIbHOE CO3/1a-
HUeE, a He 3aMyXpbllIKy. He npsubTe Bailly KpacoTy, 0o3BOJIbTE € pacliBecTH!
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CxnagpIBasioch BrevatieHue, Oyaro rpadpuns caraet E¢umuio, a He 3amuchiBaeT Ha OTOOp
HeBecT. Tak M MOAMBIBAJIO TIPU3HATHCS, YTO B CTOJIMILYy €€ HUKTO HE BO3BMET, JaXke eCIU JEBYIIKa
HaJIeHeT UMITEPATOPCKIe (DaMIITbHBIE JPArOlEHHOCTH, HO JIEBYIIKA OJ1aropasyMHO IPOMOJTYAIA.

— Bl Kyga-To TOponuivch, MIIeH, — 3aro3ajio BcnoMHuIa E¢umus, mpuctaabHO paccMmar-
puBasi HOBOE OTpaKeHHeE.

CoBcem sipyrasi, dyxasi. [leByIlka roka He pelia, HpaBIICs JIv el HOBbIid 00pa3. M3 3epkana
Ha Hee cMoTpesna A04b OapoHa Bpoka, Takasi, Kakoil Obl OHa cTaja, ecii Obl OTel] OKa3aJics MeHee
JerkoBepHbIM. Epumus cMyTHO MOMHIIIA, KaK B MPEXHUE, Ka3aBIIMECs] CHOM BpeMeHa, CITyKaHKH
TaK K€ CYEeTUJIMCh BOKPYT Hee.

— A, — oTMaxHyJ1ach ATHeIIKa, CKPBIB 32 YJILIOKOH JIOCaay, — 1 BCE paBHO Omo3/aa!l

Korma kapera comna Edpumuio, oHa TOpormiach Ha BTOPOU 3aBTPAK K TpaJOHAYAILHHKY, T1J1a-
HHUPOBaJa NepeoeThCs MOCIe TOCEIIeHHs] BOCIUTATEILHOTO 0Ma, HO He cyabOa. He Moria ke oHa
OpOCHUTh HECUACTHYIO IEBYIIKY nocpeau aoporu! 1 He TobKOo 1Mo JoO6poTe AylIeBHOM: ATHEIKa He
’KeJaa, 9ToObl 1o TOPOAY MOTON3H opovariue ee pamuimio cayxu. CTouso rpadgpuHe JIydiie pas-
ety E¢puMuio, kak oHa U BoBce Bo30Oiarojapmia Hebeca 3a peAKylo yaady. 3aBTpak y rpaio-
HavdaJIbHHUKA M0 BCEM CTAaTbAM HPOUI'PLIBAJI IEPCIICKTUBAM, KOTOPBIC OTKPbIBAJIA IIEPC ArHemkou
a¢pdekTHas OproHEeTKA. Y Hee MMeJIHCh BCe IAHChl 3aBOeBaTh cepiile nmmeparopa. Torna 6s1 Jlemaps
CMEHWIU TpadCcKylo KOpoHy Ha repriorckyio. CinoBom, Epumus — rieHHOe BiiojkeHUe. ATHEIIKa yxe
rocJiajia MpOCTPaHHOE MHUCHMO ¢ M3BMHEHUAMU. MoJl, y Hee pa300J1enach rojoBa, 310pOBbe yike He
T0. Heuero rpasonavasibHuKy 3HaTh 0 Epumun, U1 Bcex OHa rorajieT Ha KOHKYPC Ha OOIIMX OCHO-
BaHUAX.

[Nocesmars JeByIIKY B CBOM aMOUIIMO3HBIE IJTaHBI ATHENIKa MoKa He coOupanack: paHo. [a u
Edumus He 1ypouka, A0KHA TIOHUMATh, HUYEro Ha CBeTe He JestaeTcsi OecIiIaTHO.

— 3amevaresnbHO! — olleHIIa rpadhuHS MpojieNiaHHy o padoTy. — Terneps Balia BHEITHOCTh COOT-
BETCTBYET BHYTPEHHEMY cofiepkaHuio. Bbl oroOenaere ¢ Hamu.

Edumus u 6poBblo He ToBesia. 3aTo CTalo MOHSATHO, 3a4€M TaK YCEpOHO XJIONOTAIMU Haj ee
oOpa3zoM. MumorneTHasi BCTpedya — 9TO OJHO, a COBMECTHAsl Tpare3a — coBceM apyroe. Hudero, y
Edumun HavigyTes Tembl 1715 pasroBopa ¢ MapiuanoMm. Hekotopble 1 BOBCe HACTOJIBKO OCTPBIE, UTO
JIydIIIe TIPUIACcTH UX JI0 BeuepHero aneputuBa. OcTanachk cymas Oe3zienuiia: Ha3Bathb ceds. Epumus
MPE/ICTABIJIACH HACTOSIIIIMM UMEHEM, a BOT (paMUIIMIO TIO3aMMCTBOBaJIa y TpabalOyIiKky 10 MaTepyH-
CKOH JIMHUM. Bpsig T KTO-TO M3ydasl poJOCIOBHYI0 BPOKOB CTOJb MPUCTATIBHO, YTOOBI €€ IOMHHUTD.
C npotekiuent rpapHU U TOKYMEHTOB IPEAbsBIATh HE IPUAETCS, TOBEPAT HA CJIOBO.

3anyMKa yaaiach. ArHellIKa He TosKesaya MPU3HaTh, 4To ceMmercTBo deppup el 3HaKoMO.
Maro s B rpadcTBe ABOPSH, BceX He ynoMmHuIb! [TpocTeix 1opnoB — Tem Ooree.

%k % %

YOenuBiMCch, YTO €€ CTABJICHHUIIA HA B YeM He YcTymaeT (paBopHTKaM OTOOpa, ATHemka
TMOCTIEIINIIA Ha TIOUCKM ChiHA. HyXHO OOBSICHUTH eMy, 3a4eM el MOHaI00MIach JeBYOHKA, UHAYE
Wnpuc nogymaer, 6yaTo MaTh MPHIOTHNIA €€ U3-32 KPACHBON MOP/IAIIIKH.

ArHemka BopBaiach B KaOMHET ChiHA BO BpeMs Oece/ibl C YHPaBJISIONMM U MOTpedoBaia
HEMEJICHHO OCTaBUTh UX ogHMX. Ha pe3oHHoe 3amevanue Vapuca, 4To OH elle He 3aKOHYWII, rpa-
(uns cepauro oTBeTHIIA:

— IloBeps, MOE /1e710 TOpa3I0 BaKHeEeE.

—Hy u?

BeinpoBoAMB yIpaBIISIOIIEro, ChIH Pa3BEPHYJICS K HEM.

— IIpoBepb, HE MOACIYIINBAIOT JIM, — HE YHUMAJIACh ATHEIIKA.

[Tpuinocs Mapucy Berath M JEMOHCTPATUBHO PACHIaXHYTh IBEPb, TOJIBKO TOIAA MaTh YCIIOKO-
uiack 1 3aropopwia o Epumun. Havana ona uznaneka:
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— Tsl u ganbine cobupaenibcst MOTaThCsl MEX Ly crouiei 1 OpoeM, KUTh B TOCTUHHLIAX U CMU-
PEHHO KJIaTh, TOKA UMIIepaTop 3aMeTUT TBoe ycepaue? CMOTpH, Kak Obl He PUIILIOCH ITepedpaThes
B XalT HacoBceM !

— K yemy TbI KJIOHMIIBL? — HaXMypuJIcs rpad.

— K Tomy, uTo g0O/IKHOCTH Mapiaia — 3To MUMK. MOXHO MOIHATHCS rOpasjo BbIIE, HYKHO
JIMIIb COBEPIINTh MaJIEHbKUI MOJIOT.

Wapuc B3m1s10M Aaj1 IOHATH: IPOJOIKA !

— Bce neno B xeHiuHe, cbiH MOM. §l Haiuia camoe Hactosiiiee cokpoBuile. OHa HEBBICOKUX
KpOBEH, 3aT0 HeNTyIa M HeOOBIKHOBEHHO KpacuBa. HyXHO MokasaTh ee uMIeparopy, a yx JaJiblie. . .

— A nanpiie nuiib TBOM (paHTaszuu, — HaxMypuJiics Uapuc.

— Pa3masns! — npuneuarana Arsenika. — X0Tb pa3 MOLIEBEINCh, TposiBU MHULMATUBY ! Toiimu,
JIeBYOHKA — camblil HacTosmid kiiaa! OHa He KucelHast OaphllliHs, He KyKJa, Takas TOYHO MOHpa-
Butcs Bapneny. [ToBeph MHe, OH He 3a0y/IeT TOro, KTO 0OeCIieursI ero Takou JeByIIKOu. JIoOOBHU-
LIeH WK KEHOM, HE CYTh BaXHO, ITIaBHOE, UTO OHA TOYHO OKAXKETCsl B €r0 MOCTEINH, a Thl yTPELb HOC
Jlenapy. Hy xoTs Obl B3IJISTHM Ha Hee, Mepe]] TeM Kak 0TKa3aThCs!

— XO0po1110, — HEXOTsI COITIACUIICS MapLIajl, — TOCMOTPIO, YTO 32 COKPOBHILE Thl OTKONas a. Hane-
10Ch, HE MEIaHKY ?

— Yro ThI! — BerulecHy1a pykamu ero MaTh. — Kanauaarypa npocro uieasbHasi — XyJOpojaHas
IBOPSIHKA, K TOMY ke OemHasi. Takas o rpo0 KU3HM CTaHET 11eI0BaTh PYKH, €CITM MPOABUHETCS K
CHATEIPHON CrajbHe. YK ThI MOCrocoOCTBYM, Vapuc, — CMEeHMB TOH, IPOBOPKOBaia ATHEIKA. —
Cnenaii Tak, 4TOOBI AeBYIITKa Oe3 MPOBEPOK IMomaja B CTONMUIlY. A fasibiie — Most 3a0oTa. 1 mam Bce
HEeoOX0IMMble MHCTPYKIIUH, IEBOYKA BCE C/IeaeT.

— BeuHo Thl CO CBOMMU MHTpUraMu! — YKOPU3HEHHO B3[10XHYJ1 Mpuc, HO coracuics nmo3Ha-
KkomuThes ¢ Epumueit.

JleByiika emy roHpaBwiack. MaTb He 0OMaHyJa, ee MpoTexe oKa3ajlach yMHa, 0Opa30BaHHA
Y OoYapoBatesibHa — B CaMblid pa3 [UIsi KOHKYypca, mostomy Wapuc 6e3 JUIHUX CIOB Ha CAEAYIOIIUiA
neHb BHec Epumuio B civcku Tex, KOMY MPEACTOSIO OTHpaBUThes B ctonuny. ®amunusa deppup
€My TOXE€ HU O YEM He TOBOPUJIA, 3aTO Maplliajl CIUIIKOM XOPOILIO MOHMMAJI: XOPOUIEeHbKasl JEBULIA
CrIOCcOOHA VICTIOJTHUTH JABHIOI MEUTY — JIOOBITh €MY JIOJKHOCTh MEPBOrO MUHKCTPA. A 3TO HAMHOTO
cJIalle TeX B3SITOK, KOTOPbIE MPEeJiarajy OTLbl MECTHBIX KPACOTOK.
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I'naBa 4

INono6pasumcs, Edpumus crosna nepen ArHemikoit biekkyok. CHavyana oHa mojarajia, peyb
NOMJET O TPSAyIeM OTOOPOYHOM Type, rpadHsl XOUeT ee MPUOOOIPUTh WM YTO-TO BPOAE TOTO,
OJIHAKO OJIHOTO B3IVIs/1a HA OJIarofeTe/IbHULLY XBATHIIO, YTOOBI MIOHSATh: pa3roBOp MPeJCTOsIT Cepbes-
HBIN.

Edumusa HepBHO mompaBuiia po30BBI ATJIACHBIM Tosic. HakpaxMasieHHbI, XpYCTAIIUN, OH
HaIIOMHMJI O NTOTPAYEHHBIX ATHEIIKOM Ha HapsAIbl AeHbprax. JleBynika MbICJIEHHO IPUKUHYJIA UX CTO-
MMOCTb — MHOTO JIJIs1 OOBIYHOM OnarogapHocTy. Beixonut, rpagune uro-to HykHO. Epumumst Haxmy-
puiack. MeHbllle BCEro Ha CBETe OHa XOTesa YTOAUTb U3 OIHOM Kalalibl B APYIYIO.

— Cagurecs! — cyxo npeasiokuia 6rarogeTenbHuIa, yKa3as Ha KPecyIo repe]] By pHbIM, YKpa-
IIEHHBIM OPOH30BBIMH HaKJIAJIKAMH CTOJIOM.

Edumus ynpsimo ocrasnachk ctosTh. [71a3a ee moteMHenH, ryobl CKaMCh B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO.

ArHenika ynuBieHHO nofgHsiia Oposu. Ilpekae cnaceHHast KpacoTKa yIpsIMCTBA HE BBIKA3bl-
Baja. A oHa c xapaktepom! Bener ce6s cioBHO uMnieparpuia. «Hudero, — MbICIEHHO YCIIOKOMJIA
ce0s1 rpacduns, — cornacurcsl. Kyna eit neBarbcsa?»

— Capurecsh, — 4yTh MATYe MOBTOPHJIA OHA Y AKKYPATHO OITyCTUJIACh B COCETHEE KPECIIO. YUH-
ThIBasi MHOXKECTBO TIBIIIIHBIX 000K, 3TO OBLIIO HEMTPOCTO.

INomenms, Epumus nocnenosana ee npuMepy U cpasy Npesynpeana:

— Ecnu Baima Mutocts HamepeHa MpeaJIoARKUTh MHE YTO-TO IIOCTBIIHOE, 51 OTKAXYCh.

ATHelKa NIMPOKO pacraxHyJia I71a3a U B HEAOYMEHNUH IIEPECIIPOCHIIA:

— ITocteimHOE?

A J1leBYOHKA HE IUIyIa, MOH:AJA — peYb MOUIET O IIJIaTe 3a CKa3Ky.

— UYro BB, MuJIast, — rpadMHs pacIuIbLIach B MPUTOPHON YIIBIOKE, — HUYEro Takoro. § Bcero
JIMIIB XOTeJTa MOMPOCHTh 00 OIHOM KPOIIEYHOH ycimyre. Bbl Beb He cTaHeTe OTpHIaTh, YTO C MOEH
MIOMOIIBIO TIPEOOPA3UITUCH, CTAIM TIOXOKH Ha YesloBeKa?

OckopOinenne 00JIBHO XJIECTHYIIO MO miekaM. Edumun tonpko uto ykazanu Ha mecto. Tak u
TIOJIMBIBAJIO C BHICOKO OJHSITOH FOJIOBOK COOOIMTH CBOE HICTUHHOE M1, IEPEUMCIIUTD 3aCITyTH OTIIA,
HO 371paBbIi CMBICIT B351J1 BEPX HaJl FOPAOCTBIO. JIeByIlIKa CTUCHYJIA KYJIaK! U OTBepHYJ1achk. Eil Henb34
CCOPUTBCA C MaTepplo Mapiuana rpad)crBa, HUKaK Heib3dA. 1 oueHb HyXKHO MOMYyYUTh PEKOMEHAA-
MY, TIONAcTh Ha padoTy B Xopoumi aoM. OgHako 4ero ke xodeT Arvemka? [lepedupasi B ronose
BapuaHThl, Epumus He Haxoausa ot cedst 0co00i MoMb3bl. Yk HEe BUENA JIU OlarofeTe/IbHULIA €€ B
posu T0OOBHUITEI chbiHA? CIIMIIIKOM YK MPUCTAJIBHO rpad paccMaTpyBall JEBYIIKY, OLIEHUBAI JIMLIO,
(purypy. OnHako Bo Bpems NOCIENYIOIINX Y)KUHOB — E(prMus HEM3MEHHO cUlieIa 3a OQHUM CTOJIOM
¢ Brekkyokamu — Vnpuc He TposiBIIsI K Hel 0coO0ro MHTEpeca, Opoi M BOBCE HE pa3roBapuBall.
3ato rpaguHs 3acklnala IeBylIKy Bonpocamu. Ee MHTepecoBasio Bce: OT ee 00pa30BaHus, JO UCTOY-
HUKa JOXOIOB POICTBEHHUKOB. IIpuxoannocs Menars npasy € JIOXKBIO U CTapaThCs HE 3aIlyTaTbCs
B NIOJIyYMBLIEMCS KITyOKe.

W BOT Tenepb 3TOT NpeHeOpekUTEbHbIA TOH B HayaJle 1 HAMEKM Ha Ol1arolapHOCThb MOTOM.
U 6e3 Toro HepBo3Hasl U3-3a MPECTOSIIEN BCTPEUr ¢ 0TOOpOYHON Komuccuen, Epumus ¢ Tpynom
COXpaHsiJIa CIIOKOMCTBHE.

— Peus noiiner 06 nMmneparope, — He ctaja TOMUTh ArHenika. OHa MpUCTAIbHO HaOMOAANa 3a
BBIPRKEHHUEM JIMIIa COOECeTHUIIBL. — BBl Beib XOTHUTE CTaTh €ro Cyn-pyroim?

IMon ocTpbiM Kak OpUTBa B3MJIsA10M rpadvHM, Ka3aloch, HEBOZMOKXHO ObLIO conrath, HO Edu-
MHUs CMOITIA.

— Jla, — KMBHY/1a OHa.

ArHemika OTKMHY/Iach Ha CIIMHKY Kpecia M 3a0apabaHmiia MajbliaMd O CTONY. DTOT 3BYK,
PaBHO Kak ITPSAMOY HEJOBEPUYMBbIN B3I, pa3apaxal. [louemy rpapuHs TAHET, HE IEPEUIET K YCIIO-
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BUsIM crienku? JleBymika yxke MOHsIA, ee MpeAMeT — MonaaaHue Bo aBopell. OcTanoch BBISCHUTD
neny. Ternepb oHa yxke HE TIOHMMaJla, CBAThIE WM OEChl TOJKHYJIM €€ IO KOIIBITA JIOMIAAe! Jiequ
bnekkyok. M Benp Epumus yxe et 00s13aHa, HelMb3s MPOCTO TaK BCTaTh U yUTU. KTO 3aruiarut 3a
KpOB, ey, Hapsiabl? MaTyIIKUHBIX aCCUTHALIMI SIBHO HE XBATHT.

— B TakoM ciydae Mbl MOJaiuM, — Ka3aioch, Yepes HesTylo BEYHOCTh YJIBIOHYIach ATHEIKA U
HaKOHel| 1epecTana OypaBUTh EBYIIKY B3IJISAOM. — MHe HY’KHO HEMHOTO — YTOOBI BbI ITPUBJICKJIH
BHUMaHUe ero Beimdectsa. O mepBUYHOM OTOOpE He OECIIOKONTECh, CEroqHsIIHee coOeceJOBaHMe —
(opMasIbHOCTD, Ballle UM YK€ BHECEHO B CITUCKH.

— Homyctum, umnepartop BeioepeTr MeHs. Jlanbiie uyto?

Edumus nonoxuia 1aJjoHu Ha NOIIOKOTHUKY, TOTOBAsSI B JTIOOOW MOMEHT MOIHSTHCS.

— He MHOrMM MzeT 3710CTh, — HEOKUIAHHO 3aMeThIIa rpadpHs U nocoBeroBasia: — Ho Bipens
crapaiitech Bceraa yiploaTbesl. [opaocTh, BHICOKOMEpUE — AJIs1 apucTOKpaToB, Muiiasi. He B o6uy, HO
JEBYIIIKE BaIllero MPOUCXOK/ICHNsI OHM He TI0 KapMaHy. A B3aMeH $ TOIPOIITy OTIUIATUTD 32 TIPOSIB-
JIeHHYI0 0OpoTy. BBl ke He gyManu, — ryObl ee TPOHYJIa e[Ba 3aMEeTHAs YCMEIIKa, — YTO OUYTHJIHChH
B CKa3Ke JIMIIIb TIOTOMY, YTO TIOCKOJIb3HYJIUCh HA OYJIBIKHON MOCTOBOM? DTO MPUCKOPOHO, MPHUBEJIO
Obl K HEHY)KHBIM CJTyXaM, HO HE CTOUT NOTPaueHHBIX Ha BaC YCUJIUM.

— Tak u3BosBTE BBIPA3UTHCS KOHKPETHEN, Musieau! — He creprena Epumus.

He no kapmany, 3HauuT? Bpocast BHI30B MOTYIIECTBEHHON COOeCceHUIIe, IeBYIIKA BBITIPS-
MUJIach BO BECh POCT, CKpecTWsIa pyku Ha rpyau. OHa coOupaach pa3pasuThCs TUPAJOW HACUET
PaBEHCTBA MX COCIIOBHOTO TOJIOKEHUS, KOTria ATHElIKa MPOU3HECIa TO, YTO 3aCTABUJIO OMYCTUThCS
00paTHO B KpecJIo.

— MHe Hy)xHO cMecTuThb Jlenapa ['op3eHa ¢ mocra mepBoro MUHKCTpa. YBepeHa, 000U Ipyrou
YeJIOBEeK MPUHECET ropa3ao OOJbIIIe MOTb3bl UIMIIEPUH, XOTS ObI MO ChIH.

Spkas Benbimka. boms. CHoBa 6071b. U cTpax.

Jlenap I'opsen, rpag Mutac. OHa He cJbliana 1 He MMPOU3HOCHIIA 3TOTO UMEHH 1IEJIbIX JIBeHa-
ALATH JIET, HO HUYEro He M3MEeHUJIOCh, Ka3aioch, E(prMUs HeHaBHesa ero Tak ke, Kak Mpex/e.

JleByiika nryMHO B310XHYJA. [lajblibl CKpIOUMIINCH, KaK HOKKM Iayka. IIpukpbiB rmasza, oHa
OTOTHaJIa MPU3PAKH MPOIIOTro, HO Te YIOPHO IIENTAIM ToJI0caMK YOUTHIX OTia 1 OpaTbeB: «Harma
KPOBb Ha €rO0 JIAJOHIX».

— Yro ¢ Bamu? — 3abecriokomwsiach TpadprHs M MOTSAHYJIACh 32 KOJOKOJIBYMKOM [UIsi BHI30BA
ciyr. — Bam moxo?

Edumus Bapyr pesko nobseaHena, Hayajaa 4acTo JblIIaTh.

— Her, cracu6o, Bce B Mopsiike, — CJIOBHO BO CHE, MTPOOOpPMOTaia OHAa. — BBITNBIO BOJIBI — U
MIPOWIET.

— BbI 6051bHBI? — HACTOWYMBO MOBTOPHJIA ATHEIIIKA, ONACasiCh, YTO 3psI MOCTABIJIA HA KPACOTKY.

Ecnu Bpaun oOHapyxat B Hell M3bsIH, Jake MPOTEeKIMs Mapinaiia rpadcrsa He momoxeT Edu-
MUH TOTIACTb B CTOJIUILY.

— Tyt gymHO, — BUHOBATO YJIBIOHY/IACH AEBYIIKA, YCUIMEM BOJIU B3sIB ceOsl B PyKH, — a Ballia
TOpPHUYHAsS CJIUIIIKOM TYTO 3alllHypoBaJia KopceT. biaronapio, Musieau, yxke mporuio.

JIBeHaauaTh JeT Ha3al. .. BpyT, BpeMs He JIe4nT, BCEro JIMIIIb MOKPHIBAET PaHbl TOHKOM KOPOU-
KOM. ATHenKa 6e3KaoCTHO ee copBasia, 3acTaBuB E(prMuio 3aHOBO mepekuTh JKyTKYI0 HOUb apecTa.
CrpamHee ObLIO JIMIIL COOOIIEHUEe 0 cMepTH oTia u OparbeB. Eciu Ol He JleHap... Eciu Obl He
Jlenap, Anan u Ponad To4HO ocTasuch Obl KUBBI. OTell — KTO 3HAaeT, HO eMy XOTsI Obl JOJIKHBIM 00pa-
30M BBIHECIM TIPUTOBOD, a He O3 Cy/1a U CJAEACTBUS 3aKOJIONH B MPOIAXILEM CHIPOCTBIO MOA3EMEITBE.

«HenaBuxky!» — 6€33ByYHO MPOMIETITATIN T'YOBI.

— 41 cornacHa, — nepeBsHHBIM rosiocoM otuyekanuiaa Epumus. — Obemato caenars Bee, YTOObI
NIePBbI MUHUCTP JIMIIAJICS TIOCTA.
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«ITO JMYHOE, MUJIEN, — MBICIIEHHO J00aBWIa JeBylIKa. — MHe IjeBarh Ha Bac M Balllero
CblHa, HO Tpadp MuTac OTBETHT 3a KaKAYyl0 CIE3WHKY AHHBI, 32 KaKIblid CEI0H BOJIOC MaTepH, 3a
KaXIyI0 CMEPTh».

BriemHoCTh yuia ¢ ee Jiuia, aaxe ryobl pacciaOuIvCh.

ArHeka Toxe ycriokonsachk. OHa nepeskiBajia HacyeT UCX0/1a pPa3roBOpa, MPUTOTOBUIIACH YJla-
MBIBATh YIPSIMYIO JIEBYIIIKY, & Ta Cpa3y ke COIACUIaCh.

— Bor u cnaBHo! — mpocusiia rpadMHs U TaKW MO3BOHWIA B KOJIOKONMBYMK. — [1ycTh TOMBKO
yTPO, HO HY’KHO CKPENUThb HaIlly c/IesIKy OoKkasioM urpuctoro. Hukorga He 3a0biBaiiTe, Musasi, KOMy
BBl 00SI3aHBI CBOMM BO3BBIIIICHUEM.

— He Gecniokoiitecs, 51 He 3a0y1y, MIJIETH, — ¢ (paJILIIMBON YIBIOKOM 3aBepria Edpumust.

Mplicu ee BUTAH 1aJieKo OT rocTHHUIBL. OTOOp 00pen HoBbIi cMbici. Epumus npoasuHeTcs
KaK MOXXHO JaJjIbIlie, B 9TOM €€ jKeJIaHHsI TIOJTHOCTBIO COBMAAAIHM C KelaHusIMU rpacdunn. leByika
Hajesiach, CBATON Bepacuii HaripaBut ee pyky. [1oka Obuta JuIb HaBA3YMBAas UAEs OTOMCTHTh, KaK
umeHHo, Epumus He 3Haua.

Coyra B OeJbIX MepyaTKax MpH JaMax OTKYMOPWJI UTPUCTOE M PA3IIUII MbSHALIMNA HAITUTOK T10
BBICOKMM OOKajiam, 3aTeM IMOJIOKII OyThUIKY B BEEPKO CO JIbJOM. ATHEIIIKA OTITyCTHIIA €70 KMBKOM
TOJIOBBI ¥ TIPOBO3IJIACKIIA TOCT:

— 3a Ham Oyaymmmi ycrex !

— 3a ycnex, — 3xoM oto3Basiach Epumust.

Hrpucroe mekorasno ropio.

B ronoBe aeByIiku napusia nojgHas cymstuna. YyBcTBa 60posmch ¢ pa3yMOM U HUKAK HE MOTJIH
NpUITH K coracuio. [Ipunuiock BEIMKTSH elle 00K, YToObl XOTsI Obl C TIOMOIIBIO AJIKOTOJIsT 00pe-
CTH Moi00ue CIIOKOMCTBUSI. POpMaTBHOCT (POPMAIBHOCTBIO, HO Tiepel Komuccuer Edpumus nomkHa
MPEe/ICTaTh MAaKCUMAJILHO COOPaHHOM.

Urpucroe Bce elrie MiecKaioch B KPOBH, KOT/Ia SKUMAXK JieAnu BIeKKYOK OCTaHOBMIICS y 3aJHETO
Bxona [loma 3aceganuii. Kyuep mpoBOpHO COCKOUMII € KO3€J U TIOMOT €il CITYCTUThLCSA. A Be/lb HE TaK
JaBHO OH 3aMaxMBaJICS HA Hee KHyToM. HanomuuTs? He cTouT, CIMIIIKOM MEJIOUHO.

[TorpaBuB 3a1ienuBIIYIOCS 3a ByaJIeTKy CepexKy, Edpumus nociaenopaia 3a MyHUIIUTATbHBIM
CIyXaluM BHYTpb 37aHus. Eil 1axe He MPHUIIUIOCH MPECTaBIAThCSA, BCE W TaK 3HAIM: IpUexasa
CTaBJICHHHIIA MapIIaja.

— pomry, muienu!

Coayammui ¢ IETKUM TOKJIOHOM PacraxHysl HeTPUMETHYI0 OOKOBYIO IBEPbh M OCTAJICS CTOSITh
B TIOJ[yTEMHOM KOPHUJIOpE.

Edumus Bonuia B HeOOIBIYI0 KOMHATY, CyAsl MO 3BYKaM, CMEXHYIO C IJIaBHBIM 3a7loM. Tam
ceiiyac My4mIach, OKU/1asl CBOEH ydacTH, riepBasi MapTusl AeByleK. HenpusTHO KOlbHYa COBECTb.
Ecmm 661 Edpumust He 3a0pana npuriamieHue, cpeau Hux obita 6bl AHHA. «OHa IPOCTHT, — YCTIOKO-
nna cebs neBymika. — $1 et Harmiy 1 Bce 00bsicHIO». CTapasich He AyMaThb O paCCTPOEHHOM CecTpe,
Edumus obepHynach K TOKPHITOMY Y30pUaTOi CKaTepThio CTONMy. 3a HUM cuzenu nstepo. I'pada
Jlemapa zieByIIka y3Hana cpasy, HO He Tmofajia BUIY, OyITO OHM 3HAKOMBI: HUKTO HE JIOJKEH 3arlo-
A03pUTh NoaBoXa. OHa MOYTUTENIFHO TO3J0POBAIACh CO BCEMH U Uepe3 CeKperapsi mepeaaia cBoe
MIpUIJIAIIeHHE.

HecmoTpst Ha TO 4TO OTOOPOYHBIN TYP TOJIBKO HAYAJICS, YIEHbl KOMUCCUH Ycienu ycTaTb. OnuH
OTKPOBEHHO CKyYaJl, BTOPOM C TOCKOW IMOCMaTpUBal HA COOCTBEHHYIO 3alUCHYI0 KHIKKY. OcTasb-
HbIE, K MX YECTH, BCE XKe MPOsIBUIM K EpumIM BeXMBBIT MHTEPEC, 3aJaT1 APy CTAaHJAPTHBIX BOITPO-
coB. JleByIlIKa TepriesMBO OTBETUJIAa Ha BCE, CIIOBO B CJIOBO TMOBTOPHB COYMHEHHYIO Uil TpahuHU
nereHny. He ycreBias 10 KOHIIA 3aKUTh JIOIBIKKA HbLIA OT JIONTOroO CTOsIHUSA, HO Epumus 6ostnach
MONPOCUTD CTyIl. iMnepaTtopckast HeBecTa JIOMKHA ObITh 3710pOBa.

— WTak, — B3s1J1 CJIOBO Mapiiiai, — s rnojaraio, jeau Geppup 10CToMHA BOMTU B YUCIIO MPETEH-
AeHTok ot rpadersa. Kro 3a?
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OH nomHs pyKy U TpeOoBaTeabHO 00BN B3MISIIOM OCTIBHBIX YIEHOB Komuccuu. OpHa 3a
APYroil B BO34yX B3MbLUIM JIAIOHU — IEPEUUTh Ipady HUKTO HE MOCMEN.

VY Edumun oterno ot cepana. OHa 10 mocaeaHero 0osiiach, 4To Bce copBercs. Bapyr kro-
TO BUJIEJ €€ MPExXAe Wi YCOMHUTCS B cyliectBoBaHuu ®eppupos? Ho aBroputer mapiuaia caesna
CBOE JIeJI0, HUKTO He TOTpeOOBal METPUKY WM MHBIX JOKYMEHTOB, MOATBEPKIAIONINX JMIHOCTD
MIPETEeH/ICHTKU.

— I'oToBbTECH! — MOKPOBUTETILCTBEHHO YIBIOHYIICS Tpad. — Y Bac 1enast Hefieis 10 OThe3/a.
[Tozapassio!

Edumus Tonkom He 3ani0MHIIIA, YTO OTBETUJIA: B TOJIOBE CTOsU1 TyMaH. HaBepHoe, mpousHecna
JeXypHbIE cIoBa OnarogapHOCTH. [IBOpsIH y4yaTr UM C paHHEro JIeTCTBA, M B CIydae HEOOXOOMMOCTH
namsITh cama, 6e3 yJacTusi — pa3yma, U3BJIEKaeT HyKHbIE CIIOBA.

HeBynika nokuHysa Jlom 3aceqaHuil TeM ke MyTeM — uyepe3 uepHsli xoa. Korga ona caguiach
B Kapery, CIyX YJIOBWUJI 3HaKoMbIi ronoc. Tetka! BeneB HemHoro odoxars, E¢pumust odepHynach
Ha ronoc. OHa He 0osi1ach ObITh Y3HAHHOW: TUIOTHAsI Byaslb CKpbIBAJIA JIUIIO, 4 IIUKApHOE TUIaThe U
Kapeta ¢ repdaMy HUKAK He BSI3QJIMCh C JI0UEPbIO ONMAIBHOTO TeHepaa.

AHXesa crosuia K Hell ciiuHou Bo3jie yria [loma 3aceganuii u BoiroapuBaia Aune. Ee Edu-
MUsl HE BUIENA, TOJNBKO CIIBIIIAJIA BCXJIUIMBI U poOKue ompapaanus. Cepiie CKAMaoCh, TOTKAJIO
OTKPBIThCSI, YCIOKOUTb CECTPY, HO JIEBYIIIKA MY KECTBEHHO TepIiesia, JIUIIb MOOIIIa YyTOUKY ONrKe.
CrosBiliasi B IpOyJIKEe KapeTa HaJIe)KHO 3aropaxkuBajia €e OT LIENKOro B3IVIAAA TETKHU.

— Kyna ona morya noparbcsi, eciiv He cioa? — He OTCTaBasia OT IJIeMSHHULIBI AHkesa. — Beap
¢ du ykpana npurnamenue. Mnu tel ero norepsiia?

— He 3Ha-10-y! — no-zieTcku noziBbiBaja AHHa.

— Hla uTo THI BOOOIIE 3Haemb?! — B cepAlax MPUKPUKHY/IA TETKA U MPOTIHYA IIEMsHHHLIE
miatok. — Ha, yrpucek! Hedero u gymars nokasbiBaTbhCs nepe] KOMUCCHEH ¢ TAKUM JIMIoM. Bunena,
KaKHe TYT Kpaca-BHILIbl?!

— 41 He xyxe, — oduaenach MiIaamas Jaesuna bpok.

Edumus ynpidaynacs. Bot u ciessl Bricoxuiu. Bee ke TeTst — yMHast JKeHIIHA, Halllla BEPHBIH
Croco0 YCOKOUTb AHHY.

— IMocmotpum! — OypkHYyJia AHXena U HEOKHUIAHHO OOEPHYJIACh.

Edumus Bxanace B creHKy skunaxa. Ha MruoBeHue eyl mokasajoch, 4To TeTKa J10raJaiach,
sameTwia. Ceftuac mofoueT u Buenurcs B pyky! Ho AHxkesna oTBepHYIach, TOJIBKO BOPUIMBO 100a-
BUJIA:

— Cama noHumael b, Kyia HaM 0 JIeBHII 1of1 repoamu!

JleBy1ka ¢ oOeryeHueM BhIIOXHYJIA U YJIBIOHYIach. 3Hata Obl TETKA, KOrO Ha3Bajla JIEBHIIEH
ros1 repoom!

— Vi nocrapaiicsi, — CMSAYMBIINCH, HATYTCTBOBAJIa AHKeJa IUieMsiHHULYY. — be3 npuraiue-
HUS CJIOKHO, HO BIAPYT TeOe ynbiOHeTcs yaada? Thl, TaBHOE, MOJOJIbIIE KOTAlCsl B CYMOYKe, Ceai
BUjI, OyITO CIIy4aiiHO OOpOHMJIA KOHBEPT, KOTr/a MojKpaiuBaia ryosl. U eme pa3 Bcex paccnpocH,
He Bujenu Jiu oHu Dddu. Tot ciyxammmii 6bLT Ype3BbIYARHO TPYO, HE JaJl TOCMOTPETh CIIUCKU. Thi
Jydie He (haMUIHIO ee Ha30BH, a BHEITHOCTh onuinu. Dddu — aeByiika 3¢ dekTHas, ee Obl 3amom-
HWIA. A 5 TyT MOCTOI0, MoKapaymo. Hekyza eii ieBatbcsi, TOJIBKO Ha OTOOP.

Edumus B koTopblii pa3 B MOIUTBE BO30Iarogapuia cBstoro Bepacus u 3abpasach B SKHIaK.
Kakoe cuactbe, uto ee nmpoBenu ¢ yepHoro xona! YsiaeHsl KOMUCCMU ¢ AHHOM OTKPOBEHHUYATh HE
cranyT. Boiiim oHa ¢ mapagHOro BXoja, TOUHO Obl yroAuia B LIETKKe pyKu TeTKH. laxe ecu Obl OHU
Pa3MUHYJIUCH, IIBEHIIAp 32 MOHETKY MJIM KTO-HUOY/b M3 3aBUCTIIMBBIX JEBUI] 320€CIIIATHO CIANHU Obl
POIHBIM, JIIOOE3HO MOACKA3A/IU, KTO U OTKYAa IIPUBE3.

Kyuep B3maxHya kHyToM. Jlommaiy BCTpeneHynrch, M KapeTra oKaTujIa poyb, OCTABUB 1103311
Hom 3acenanuil v pazaocanoBaHHylo AHxeny bpok. ITycTe oHM Belexau ¢ 1pyro CTOPOHBI ITPOYJIKa,
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Edumus Bce paBHO Ha BCSKME Cilydai 3a0Mi1ach B JAIBHUH YroJl, CJIOBHO TETKa MOIJIa HEBEJOMbBIM
00pa3oM pasIIsi/IeTh €e CKBO3b 3aJHEE OKOIIKO KApETh.

«Ynaumn!» — nocnana JeByllka MbICIEHHOE HaryTcTBUe cectpe. OHa MCKpEHHe kejlana AHHe
CUaCTBSI.

WTak, ¢ 0oTO0pOYHBIM TYpPOM OBLIO IIOKOHUEHO, OHAKO BOJIHEHUE HUKY/IA He Ae1ochk. C Tex mop
Kak Arsenika Biekkyok Mpou3Hecsa uMsl HBIHEUIHEro NepBoro MUHUCTpa, E¢umusa He Haxoauia
nokosi. Eii cHummch kormMapbl. CHOBa M CHOBa pa3faBajicsl CTYK B JBEpb MOCPEIM HOYM, CHOBA U
CHOBA INECTHAALATWIECTHUI PonaH OTTayKMBal coiiaT OT MaTepy, CHOBa M CHOBa Opar mcuesal B
KpOBaBOM TyMaHe, KOTOPbIM HEU3MEHHO 3aKaHYMBaJICS Kax bl coH. IHorna Edumus Bujena orma.
OBaH Bpok MOIYaIMBO CTOSUT HA MOpOre TOCTHHOW. JleByIKa MbiTayiach MOJOUTH K HEMY, OOHSITS,
HO MOPOK MTHOBEHHO PacCEeWBAJICs, OCTaBJIsAS NOcie cedst KUCbIA TpuBKYC BO pry. U Edpumus He
BolAepikaiia. [lonb3yscek TeM, 4To rpaduHs NpeiocTaBuiIa B €€ MOJIHOE PacropsiKeHNe BTOPOid, ABYX-
MECTHBI/ SKMMaX Y BbIJajla HEMHOTO JIEHeT «Ha OyJlaBKM», OHa HalpaBWIach B anTeky. [leBymika c
yTpa KaJjoBajlach Ha TOJIOBHYIO OOJb, BHIIJIAAEA HE JTy4IIUM 00pa3oM, Bce Ka3ajJoCh HEBUHHBIM U
ecTecTBEHHbIM. BOT 1 ArHenika He crazia 3aJaBaTh BOIIPOCOB, KOTAA €i JOJIOKWIIN O MOE3/KE Mpo-
Texe. A 3ps! Bmecto nopomkos u kanesnb EdumMus nprodpena BHTSKKY HalepCTSHKHU, pa3birpaB
niepe]] anTeKapeM LeNbli CleKTakIb. B MasTbIxX 103ax OHA criacana OT CepAeyHbIX HEIYTOB, a B 00JIb-
IIMX PUBOANTIA K CMEPTH.
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I'naBa 5

Crporoe cuto orbopa ot rpadpersa Opoit npouun yersepo. Otyero-to E¢pumus nonarana,
NpeTeHAeHTOK OyneT ropaszio Oonblie. BouctuHy, eif MoBe3io nonactb Nof Kojieca KapeThl HyKHON
seHIMHb! [TycTh ATHellKa He Tak IpoCTa, JiesleeT COOCTBEHHBIE IJIaHbl, HO OHA ITOMOIIA € MoIacTh
BO JJBOpEIL, a Jablie. .. [lasbine 1eBymika noka He 3arajapiBajia. [la u pa3Be MOKHO JymaTh 00 oTOope
WY IEPBOM MUHMCTPE, KOTIJa 32 OKHOM MEJIbKAIOT BU/IbI CTOJIMLIbI !

[MonnaBmmcek obmemy nopeiBy, Ecdpumust npuibHyna K OKHY, NBITAIACh TOHATH, U3MEHUIICS
mu VienT 3a Bpems ee orcyrcrsus. Hasepuoe. Manenskas Ddhu cMyTHO 3anoMHMIa cTommiy. Eme
Obl, BeJlb €€ BbI€3/Ibl O PAHNYMBAJIMCh BU3UTAMU K POACTBEHHUKAM U PEIKUMU MMKHUKAMH, Ha KOTO-
pbix Jonyckamu nereidl. OHa BOIIUIA B «CAJIOHHBI», KaK €ro Ha3bIBaJIM, BO3PACT, KOT/a 3Be3/1a OTIa
CTPEMUTEJILHO 3aKaTHJIaCh, U CBOE NepBOe OAJIbHOE IUIAThe, CKPOMHOE, KaK U BCE OCTaJIbHbIe HOBbIE
Hapsiapl, NpuMepwa B jome rpadpuan Mamk6ereH. Ta mposiBuiia ocoboe ydacTue K 00e31071eHHON
BJIOBE M omeKana ee nouepeit. Eciu Ov1 He oHa, Hu EpyMust, Hu AHHa He ripeycnesy Obl B CBETCKUX
MPEMYIPOCTSX, HE HAYYMJIUCh SI3bIKY Beepa M UCKYCCTBY Oecelibl ¢ OJ1aropoHBIMU KaBajlepaMH.

CryTHHIIBI JeBYIIKHM: JjBe OAPOHECCHl M OfIHA MapKu3a — He oOpallaiy Ha Hee BHUMaHUS U
HanepeOoii criopuiy, 4eil Haps A 6ana OTkpbiTs aydine. EdpyMus cnymana ux Bnoiyxa u yJibl-
6anace. [ToprHuxu rpacpecrBa Opoii 3aBeIOMO MPOUTPbIBAIM CTOJMYHBIM MAaCTEPHULIAM, €CJTHA BBICOKO-
POIHBIM COCEIKAM XOTEJIOCh 3aTMUTh KOHKYPEHTOK, CJIEJ0BAJIO OOPATUThCS K MECTHBIM KYJECHHULIAM.
3a ce6s Epumust He BomHOBasack. [lomoOpaHHble ArHEIIKOM IiaThs cuaenu Oe3yrnpedHo. BHer-
HOCTh UTpajia Ha PyKY JIeBYIIIKe, He TpeOoBaja CI0KHOIO Kposi MM M30bITKa yKkpanteHuit. Ha done
APYTUX TMPETeHAEHTOK OHa CMOTPEJach Yy:KEpPOAHO — €AMHCTBEHHAs! OpIOHETKa Cpear OJOHIMHOK.
To 1 uMIiepaTop NpeArnoYrUTa CBETJIOBOJIOCHIX IEBYILEK, TO JTU KOMUCCHUS PyKOBOZCTBOBAJIACH CTa-
PVHHBIM 3TAJIOHOM KPAcCOTHI: JIbHSIHbIE JIOKOHBI U TONyOble I71a3a. TOMbKO BOT Y MapKU3bl OHH ObLIN
KapuMH, a y o6enx 6apoHecc U BOBCE 3eJIEHbIMU, HO PA3HOTO OTTEHKA.

Onnako Bckope Edumun crano He 1o 60nToBHE cocejok. OHM Mpoeskaad MUMO J0Ma ee
oObIBILIEH JTyulneit nogpyru. iHTepecHo, rae tenepb Beputn? HaBepHoe, 1aBHO BBIILIA 3aMYX — 10Yb
MOMOIITHMKA BOEHHOTO MHHHMCTpa He ocTajach Obl cTapoil AeBoil. Ha MrHoBeHHe MpOMENbKHYJIO U
TYT k€ Iponayo onaceHue. VckimodyeHo, He MOxeT Beputn okazarbes cpeind KOHKypcaHToK. OHa
poBecauna Epumun, 3HaunT, 3aBe1oMo 3a 60pToM, He CTOUT OOSIThCs pazoOaueHus1. Bee aTu uBaH-
JIMBbIE IEBUILIBI HUKOTIA HE BUJIENIN €€ U YK TOYHO He IOMHWIM ceMercTBO bpok. OnArs ke Epumun
TI0BE3J10, 110 JIMILY He CKaXelllb, ABaJlaTh el Win 4yTouky oonsiie. OX, cBaroi Bepacuii, B kakyo
K€ aBaHTIOpPY OHa BBsI3aJ1ach!

Edumus He3ameTHO cxasia KyJaku. Tosbko He MUMO ObiBIero qoma! O0ouuioch, Kapera cBep-
Hyna. Korbita nomanei 3acryyam no ['opdatomy Mocty. 3aech maxjao MOpeM, paCKUHYBIIMM CBOU
00BATHS 32 HEOOJBILON TOPHOM IPSION — €CTECTBEHHOH 3allIUTON CTOJMIIBI OT HAIA/ICHUS C BOJBI.
CruIkoM aaneKo, 9ToOsl 3amax phIObl epeOwT anmeTyT, U I0CTAaTOYHO OJIM3KO, YTOOBI OCTATKH JIeT-
KOro Opr3a Japuiiv CBEKECTb IyIITHBIMU JIETHUMHU Beuepamu. VIMeHHO oToMy 37eCh CeNTMIIMCh MHO-
rvie 3HaTHble CeMelcTBa.

Cyns no BceMy, OHM HaNpaBJIsUIMCh B 3aTOPOAHYI0 MMIIEPATOPCKYIO pe3uaeHuMIo. [IBop He
*kasioBast CTapslil ABOpEII, CIMIIIKOM MPavHbIi U chipoid. Bo BpemeHa ero mocTpoiiku 6osblie 3a00-
THJIUCh O OE30MIaCHOCTH, Hexeln 0 komdoprte. [lonrue croneTrsi uMrepaTtopsl Tepresn Heyn00CTBa,
TOKa JIe/l HhIHEIHET0 MOHApXa He 3aTesn cTpoiiky Hosoro gBopiia Heroganeky ot Menta. O nojo-
1Ie]1 K JIeJly ¢ pa3MaxoM, NpUBJIEK K padoTe JydlIUX KUBOIMUCLEB, APXUTEKTOPOB U JIEKOPATOPOB.
VIMeHHO Takoil JBOpel MpelCTaBIsId JEBOUKHU, Ipe3sl O MpUHIAxX. M3 OKHa KapeThl KaHIUAATKU
MOIJIY PA3IJIAAETh TOJIBKO IUIOTHBIE 3€JIEHbIE U3rOPOIH, OAHAKO U IJIMHBI TOJbE3JHON aJlJIen XBaTalo,
YTOOBI MOHSATD: BIIEPEAU UX KIET CKa30UHOe BesnKosenye. Jlaxxe Mapku3a MpUTUXJIA, a Beb MOCITY-
I1aTh ee ellle MATh MUHYT Ha3ajl, Ooraue Ux ceMeicTBa HeT B UMIIEPHH.
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AJies Bena K JBYM IIMPOKUM KOpITycaM B BUJIE MOJKOBbI, BBIXOAMBIIMM Ha IUIOLIA/Ib C POH-
TaHoM. Kapera nputopMo3miia U nocjie KOPOTKMX MEPErOBOPOB CO CTPaXKey MoKaTuia Jajbllie, BO
BHYTPEHHUI1 JBOP.

— J1o6po noxkanoBarth!

He ycnen skunax) ocTaHOBUTHCS, KaK JIAKeW B IIUTOW cepeOpsIHBIM IalyHOM TEMHOM JIMBpee
IIPOBOPHO OITYCTWJI IOAHOXKKY. [Ipyroil MykumnHa, TOe OAEThI B YEpPHOE, C BEH3EJIEM UMIIEpaTop-
CKOM CEMBH Ha IpyaH, IIOMOT JE€BYILIIKAM COITH Ha MOCTOBYIO.

OrpomHBIf 1BOp MOXOIMT Ha KAMEHHBIN MEIIIOK — CO BCEX CTOPOH TOJIBKO CTeHBI. BriOparhcs
OTCIOIa MOXKHO OBUIO 4epe3 MapHble apOYHbIe MPOE3bl, KAKAbIA 3 KOTOPHIX OXPAHSIM YaCOBBIC.
Ocrpele mmmwy OallleH MpoH3aiu Hebo; COHIE Urpajio OMMkamu B cTekiax. E¢uvus Hukorga He
BUJIEJIA CTOJIBKO Pa3HBIX OKOH: Y3KHMX, CIBOCHHBIX, Pa3/ieIeHHbIX (DUTYPHBIMU CTOJIOMKAMHU, a eIlle He
AyMaJja, 4To KaMeHb MOXeT ObITh PAKTHUECKH OesbiM. MIHTepecHo, U3 4ero Bo3Benu IBopert?

— HoOpo nosxanoBars! — MOBTOPHUJI MY)KUMHA B YEPHOM U TIpe/ICTaBUIICS: — MeHs 30ByT DMMa-
Hya1b [luape. 51 MakopmoM ero BeauvecTBa. MHe MOPyYeHO HaA3UpaTh 32 OTOOPOM U 00eCreunTh
YUYaCTHUI] BCEM HEOOXOIMMBIM.

— OueHb NPUATHO, — €IMHCTBEHHASI U3 HOBONPUOBIBIINX OTO3Basach Edpumusi.

Oma omryTua JIETKYI0 HEJIOBKOCTb M3-32 TOT'O, UTO, 3aAIIPOKUHYB 0JI0BY, PACCMaTpUBaJla CTEHbI
asopua. Jleau Tak He MOCTYIAIOT, 3TO HEBEKJIMBO 10 OTHOILIEHUIO K XO35MHY oMa. B taHHOM ciyyae
— K DMMaHyamo. OJHaKO OCTaIbHbIE TPETEHJEHTKHU, MIOX0XKE, U BOBCE CUMTAIA HUKE CBOETO JOCTO-
MHCTBa OOIIIEHNE C YesloBeKOoM Oe3 TuTyIa. [leBymika MpiciieHHO ux noxasena. C TaKUMHU yMCTBEH-
HBIMH CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU Ha OTOOpE JIaJIeKO He IPOABUHEIbCsI. BO-NIepBbIX, Ha CTOJb BHICOKHI MOCT T10
OIpeJEJICHNIO Ha3HAYaJIM TOJIBKO IBOPsIH. BO-BTOPBIX, MaXKOPIOM — 3TO HE BUJIKU-JIO)KKH HOCUTh, OT
Hero MHoroe 3aBucuT. Harpumep, HacTpoeHue ummneparopa.

SMMaHy3JTb He 00paTWil BHUMaHUsI Ha Yyxkue mpobessl B Bocnutanun. Hy wnm cienan Bum.
Edumus He comMHeBaslach: OH M HE TaKoe B CBOEH ;kM3HM noBuaait. OHa OCTOpOKHO HalImoana 3a
HUM, n3ydana. OmnacHeiil yesoBek! Yke He MoJIofI, I71a3a yMHble, XUTpble. C HUIM HY)XHO OBITh HACTO-
poxke. DMMaHyJIb BIIOJIHE MOI' IOMHUTb TeHepasia bpoka, sIBHO CITyKuJl ellie MpoluIoMy umIepa-
Topy. M yk TOYHO OH BCTpeyascs B IBOPLIOBBIX Kopuaopax ¢ AH:xxeson. Bniepsbie Epumus noxanena
o cBoell 6pockoii BHemHocTH. OHa Bpok 10 KOHYMKOB HOr'TeH, Bce (paMuIIbHbIE YePThl B HAJTMYHUH.
Terka xoTs1 Obl HE Takasi Krydasi OpioHeTKa U poctoM mnoHmke. OX, kak Obl He moHsu1! Ho nmosaHo,
MIPUJETCS UTPaTh JO KOHLIA U CTapaThCs MOpPeke MONagaThCsl MakOpIOMY Ha IJia3a.

— {1 npoBOKy Bac B KpbUIO IPETEHIEHTOK U KOPOTKO BBEAY B KypC Jie/la, — HEBO3MYTUMO IIPO-
JOJDKUA DMMaHY3J1b U MONPOCHUII CJIE0BATh 32 HUM.

Edumus ensa He coBepimia ataabHyIo OMMOKY, TOMHTEPECOBABIIHUCH: «A Kak ke Bel?»
B mupe apuctokparoB Bce MHa4e, He CTOMT 3a00TUTHCS O YeMOJIaHaX.

Bornpeku oxugaHusam, MaxkopoM HallpaBUIICS HE K LIEHTPaJIbHOMY BXOJ1y, & CBEPHYJI K JIEBOMY
OOKOBOMY KpbUIbILY. JIeBYIIIKY 3aponTaiy, MapKu3a Jaxke HaMEeKHY/Ia Ha HEerof00aloyii prueM:

— MBml He ciyry, a aydiive AeBylKu rpagcersal

— BesycnoBHO, — nmpsiua capkacTUYECKYIO YIBIOKY, YYTHBO COIIACKIICS DMMaHy3/1b, — UMEHHO
MO3TOMY BaM BBIJIETIUIIA 0COObIE TIOKOH, 11eJI0e TBOPIIOBOE KPBUIO, T/Ie BAM HUKTO HE MOMeIaeT.

«Wnu BBl HUIKOMY He roMernaete», — E(pruMust MbICTIEHHO 03By4MIIa YUTABIIIEECS MEK]LY CTPOK.
CTpaHHO, KOHEYHO, 3a4eM 3aTeBaTh OTOOP, ECIIM TATOTUIIILCS OTEHIIMAIBHBIMU HeBecTamu. OcTaBa-
JIOCh Ha/IeAATHCS, UTO ITPETEHJEHTOK HE 3aIIpyT [10 KOMHATaM, MHauye MPUIETCsS CPOYHO MEHSATH TUIAHBbI.

OpHako CTOWMJIO KaHIMIaTKaM MNEepecTyNuTh MOPOr, KaK BOJHEHHE CMEHWJIOCH NPUIITYIIEH-
HBIMH B3/I0XaMH BOCXHILIEHUs1. [{Bopelr Hajiiexano Obl Ha3BaTh BesloCHeXHBIM — BHYTPH Mpeo0iaaa
MMEHHO 3TOT 11BeT. [1o yKpallleHHON Me1aabOHaMU MPaMOPHOM JIECTHULIE, CIIMIIIKOM IIUPOKOM /1
BTOPOCTENIEHHOM, JIEBYIIKM MOAHSUIMCh Ha BTOpol 3Tax. OTTyna yepes rajepelo ¢ 3MMHAM CaJIoM
OHH TIOTAJTH B KPBUIO, 0Opa3oBaBIiiee OJHY U3 OOKOBBIX TPaHEl CIIEAYIOIIEro BHYTPEHHETO JBOPA.
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— [okon npeTeHIeHTOK. — DMMaHy3JIb YKa3ajl Ha 3anepTbie JBEpH, BO3Jie KOTOPHIX, CJIOBHO
YacoBbI€, BBITSHYJIMCh BO (DPOHT JIAKEH.

Edumus nHaxmypunack. BeIXonur, yuacTHUI TpEeBpaTUIM B ITUYEK B KJieTke. [1ycTb cebe mpu-
XOpaIIMBaIOTCA, MeOeuyT U paayloT I71a3 B YCTAHOBJIEHHbIE YaCHI.

— IIpocrute, — oOparmiiack OHa K MaKOPIOMY, — ITPABHJIBHO JIU SI TIOHSUIA, YTO HaM 3aIlperieHo
CBOOOJIHO TIEpe/IBUTaThCS 10 JBOPILY ?

CnpsitanHasi Ha Tpyay OyThUIOUKA C HAlIEPCTSIHKON oOXuraia, Koxa noj Heil yecasnach. Kaza-
JI0Ch, OyITO IPOOKa MOTEpsIach, M YacTh COACPKUMOTO 3aTekiia nof g, Ho E¢pumus nonnmana:
9TO BCCTO JIMIIb HEPBBI.

— Ortuero xke, — YIUBJICHHO IVISIHYJT HA Hee DMMaHya1b. Ha MrHOBeHue JieByIKa moxasena o
CBOCM BOITPOCE, UCITYTaBIIUCh Y3HABaHUA, HO O60]_H.HOCI). — Bol H1 B yeM He OIr'paHUYCHbI, MUJICOU.
XOTs, TIpaBo, 51 He 3HAI0, YTO BaM MOXET MOHAJOOUThCSI.

To ecTb ipsAMOTO 3arpera HeT. Y:ke XOpOIIIO.

— $1 mo6mo TynATH Nepe] CHOM, — B3MaxHyJ/1a pecHullaMu Epumusi, crapaTenbHO Mpsiya CBOIO
panoctb. — Tak, HEMHOTO IPOUTHUCH IO TTAPKY. 3aBepsiio, s Oyy OCTOPOKHA U HUKOTO HE TIOTPEBOKY.

— Moxerte ryisTh, CKOJIBKO BaM B3[yMaeTCsl, MU, — MIJIOCTUBO Pa3peryi DMMaHyJIb.

OcraJibHble IEBYNIKM MHOTO3HAUYMTEIbHO MeperisiHyrch. HaBepHska pemwm, Oyato Edu-
MHUSI PACCUMTHIBAET MOAKAPAYIUTH UMIIEPATOPA.

PacnaxayB aBycTBOpYaThie JABEPH, MaKOPAOM IPOBEN MX B OOJBINON 3aJ, HATIOMUHABIIAIA
rapeMHbIi JIBOPUK W3 POMaHOB. JleKopaTopbl MOCTapaiiCh MAaKCMMAJIbHO TOYHO BOCIIPOM3BECTH
3aMOPCKU JEKOP, He TOCKYIIJIUCH J1axe Ha MaJieHbKUI (poHTaH. CTpysi BOIIBI BHITEKAJIA U3 MPaMOp-
HOH PaKOBUHBI M Uepe3 Jpyryio, OOJbIIYIO 1O AUaMeTpy, YXoauia oopaTtHo B TpyOy. Psnom nocra-
BUJIM KAJKy C KapJIMKOBOM MaJbMOU.

— 3an oganMcoK. — IMMaHy31b 00BeT PyKOH 9K30TUYECKOe ToMelleHne. — MecTto o0Iero
cOopa yJacTHuUI[ 0TOOpa. 31eCh ke 0OBSIBISIOTCS UMEHA BBIOBIBIIIMX KaHIUIATOK. B cOOTBEeTCTBUY C
pacrnucaHueM, — MakKOpIOM 3allieiecTeNl U3BJICYEHHbIM M3 BHYTPEHHEro KapMaHa JIMCTOM Oymard, —
BbI JOJIKHBI MOABJIATHCA B 3aJIC YTPOM U BEUCPOM, B IEBATb U B IIECTb YaCOB COOTBETCTBEHHO.

— 3auem? — mozasiia rojloc OfHA M3 3eeHorNasbix OapoHecc. — Pa3Be Kakaplil JeHb CTaHYT
OTChLIIATh 110 IBE IICByI_HKI/I?

— INousTrs He uMeto, Muiead. S BCero JIMIb OTBevalo 3a Baill KoMQopT.

Edumus nonnMana: MyKuuHa JyKaBUT. Bce DMMaHya/Ib IPEKPAcHO 3HAJ, HO CIIEIAAIBHO
MIPUTBOPSLIICS OOBIYHBIM KCTIONHUTEeM. HaBepHsKa 1 ofiesicst Kak OOBIYHBIH CITyTa, ISl TOTO YTOObI
MOHAOMIONATH 32 JIEBYIIKAMH U TIOEJUTHCS BHIBOJAMYU C UMIIEPaTOPOM. SIBUCH MasKOpIIoM B mapaj-
HOM KaM30JI€, YYaCTHHULbI TPUHAINCH 6I>I KEeMaHHHU4YaTb, CTPEMUJIUCh BBICTABUTDH CC6H B JIy4lIEM
CBETe.

— A xto npooauT ot6op? Heyxenu cam ummneparop? Vm, MOXeT, mepBblii MUHUCTP? — HE
yHUMaJIach OapoHecca.

— Co BpeMeHeM y3HaeTe.

SMMaHy3JTb OKa3aJCsl TEM ellle JIMCOM, MacTepOM YKJIOHUMBBIX OTBETOB. BBIXOAWT, MepBOHa-
YaJIbHbIEC BBIBOJIBI BEPHBI, U OH HE CTOJIBKO 3a00THICS 00 MX KoM¢opTe, CKOJIBLKO HaOMoaa.

- A TEICPb, YBAKACMBIC JIEAU, A I'OTOB BLICIYIIATH BAlllK IMOXEIAHWA U [0 BO3MOXKHOCTH UX
BBITTIOJIHIO.

[Noka ocranbHble IEBYIIKM MOAPOOHO MEPEUnCIsIA CBOM TPpeOOBaHUS, a MaKOPIOM MX TIIA-
TeJIbHO 3anuchiBall, EpriMus otonuia B cropoHky. Kakas pasHuiia, sO10KM WM rpyIIv MOAAAyT Ha
3aBTpaK, e MOJOMIET U TO U APYTroe.

Mo3anuHble TaHHO Ha CTEHAaX YepefoBaIMCh cO MKadamu, HANOJHEHHBIMUA PA3HOTO pona
IUKOBUHKaMU. EprMust paccMoTperna KakIyio Ba3y, KaxIylo CTaTy3TKy, He MOIo3peBast, UTo 3a Hel
cnensat. He cuuzy — cBepxy. Kak y mo6oro, mycTs Jaxe CTHIM30BAaHHOTO, BOCTOYHOTO MapagHoro
NoMeleHus, y 3aJia OaJIuCOK MMEJICS CeKpeT: BTOpol Ttax. [lonmacTs Tyma MOKHO OBUIO U3 KPOXOT-
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HOUM KaMOpPKH 0e3 OKOH. YeThIpHaalaTh CTyIeHel, U Thl OECpensTCTBEHHO HaOMogaelIb ¢ Y3KOro
OaJIKoHa 3a TeM, YTO TBOPUTCS BHH3Y.

3a BBICTYIIOM TOJIYKOJIOHHBI TPUTAUJICS MYKYMHA JIET COpoKa. Pa3ieneHHsle KOCBIM Mpooo-
POM KallTaHOBBIE BOJIOCH ObUIA UyTh KOPOYE C OJJHOW CTOPOHBI U JJIMHHEE, PUKPbIBAs MOUKY yXa,
c npyroil. ['1a3a nBera mpeapaccBeTHOro Heba MPUCTATIBHO CIIEIWIN 32 MAKOPAOMOM U 32 TPEeTeH-
neHTkamu u3 rpadersa Opoid: Jlenap I'opsen, rpadp Mutac, He IPUBBIK yITyCKaTh HU €JUHOM IE€TAJIH.
OpnHako ceffyac OH OfIeJiCsl TaK, YTOOBI HUKTO HE 3alOI03pHJI B HEM MEPBOTrO MUHUCTpA. YepHbIi —
OecnpOWTPBIIIHBIN IBET. B HeM TeOs1 MpUHUMAIOT 32 CIIYTY M He 3amedaioT. Bripouem, jmiio Jlenapa
HE BA3AJIOCh C BHIOpaHHBIM 00pa3oM. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO BJIACTHOCTH B OCTPOM JIMHUM MOIOOpPOAKA,
CJIMILIIKOM MHOT'O CHJIBI B TOHKHX, HO OTHOBPEMEHHO YyBCTBEHHBIX ry0ax. Bricokme cKyibl, eBa Tpo-
HyTasl 3arapoM KOka M yTOHUEHHBIE, BBITSIHYTBIE ITPOTMOPIMHU Teja BhlIaBai apuctokpara. Ho yep-
HBII Ha TO ¥ YEPHBIN, YTO HE CTaHelIb PACCMAaTPUBATh BHIOPABIIIETO €ro YeI0BeKa.

Nmnepatopckuii gBopert — HeuTo OoJbliee, YeM nmpocto Habop koMHat. Ha camom zene ux u
BOBCe /1Ba. BTOpo#l nmpstuercsi BHYTpH MEPBOTO, OMYTHIBAET 3aJIbl MOTAHBIMH XOJAMU, CEKPETHBIMU
KoMHatamu. [IpeTeHeHTKaM Ha pyKy MOHapXa IMpeCTOSUIO BHIEPKATh FOpa3io OObIIe UCIBITAHUH,
HE’KeJIM OHU Tonarayiy. JIenap, Kak HUKTO JIPyro, 3HaJjl, YTO TOJIBKO HaeJMHe C COOOi YesioBeK cOpa-
cbiBaeT Macky. OH HaMepeBaJICs 3aryIsTHYTh B YTy KaKIOW EBYIIKH.

— A Bbl, MuIeAu?

Edumus B3apornyna, He cpa3dy cooOpasuB, 4yTo oOpamalotcs K Heid. [Taser 3amep Ha BBITyK-
JocTy Kepamuieckon TnTky. Kakon sipkuit Mak! KpacHelil Kaxk... KpoBb.

— OHa kakasi-To JepeBeHIIMHA! — He yIOCYKUBIIUCh MEPENTH Ha MIETOT, OTIYCTHIA €IKUI
KOMMeHTapuii Mapku3a. — Enie u 6e3 tutyna, Bcero yuiibs Oeppup.

Movats Epumus He coOupasiach:

— Bce MBI KOT1a-TO OBUTH «BCETO JIMIIIB>» . Bariy rpeaku Toxe He pOAIUCE C cepeOpsTHOM JIOK-
KOH BO PTY.

— Pon Topreit HacuMTHIBaET JBEHAALIATH MTOKOJICHHUH, — BRICOKOMEPHO 3aMeTHJIa MapKu3a.

O0e GapoHecchl MPUTUXJITH, C HHTEPECOM HaOo1ast 3a Tepenaikoi. MaxopaoM Noka He BMe-
mmBaics. CkiaapiBaioch Brieuarienue, yto E¢pumus, cama Toro He xenasi, y4acTBOBaJia B IIEPBOM
UCITBITAaHUY.

— Bcero naBenamnarh? — ycMeXHyJ1ach OHA, C YIOBOJIBCTBUEM HAHECS yaap OpyXkHEM coriep-
HUIIBL. — B MOeM MX YeThlpHaIaTh.

— Botock, BaM 3T0 He TIOMOKET, — He XkeJasi IpU3HaBaTh NMOpaxeHue, Mpodypyuaia MapKusa. —
Wmmnepatop He ormycTHTCS 10 OeCpUIaHHUIIBI, OH BBIOEPET JEBYIIKY U3 XOPOIIEH CeMbH.

Edumus HeBo3MyTUMO NOXaa riedyamu:

— Kaxnas u3 Hac cmocoOHa cTath MepBo 1aMOi UMIIEPUH.

CornepHuIia UCTIeNeUIa €€ B3IJISA0M U, OTBEPHYBIIUCH, MTOMPOCHIa IMMAaHYJIS:

— Ecii 310 BO3MOXkHO, TIOCEUTE €€ KaK MOXKHO JajibIlie OT MEHS.

— KoHeuHO BO3MOXHO, — 9XOM pas3Heccsl Mo 3ajly OfIAIUCOK rojioc cBepxy. — [Ipuyem Tak
JaJIeKO, YTO BbI OOJIbIIIE HUKOT]A HE BCTPETUTEC.

Jlenap BbIIIIeN U3 TEHU MOTYKOJIOHHBI U OIEPCs JIAOHSMU 00 OrpauTeIbHbIi Oapbep. TOYHO
TaK ke ¢ OaJKoHa B3upa Obl HA MOJJAHHBIX UMIIEPATOp: WACAIBHO IMpsiMasi CIHMHA, Hecrnbaemast
BOJIS B I71a3aX, HECKOHUAeMasl YBEPEHHOCTh B Kak/I0M kecTe. HeyquBUTeIbHO, YTO AEBYIIKH B3BOJI-
HOBaHHO 3arienTtaiuck: «Ero Benmyectso!» Bee, kpome Epumun.

[MamsTh — 3aHATHAS IITYKA. MBI MOXEM 3a0bITh IMEHA ITPEAKOB, HO IO CMEPTH HE pacCTaHEMCS
C MUMOJIETHBIM 3anaxoM 1yxoB. E¢umust Bpok u Jlenap ['op3eH BUAENIMCH UL OIHAKIIBI, HO Yy
AEBYIIKYM He BO3HUKJIO U TEHU COMHEHHH, KTO Tiepe]] Hell.

Tot nens y EprMun accormpoBaics ¢ 3amaxoM MpoUTOro vast Ha nasbiiax. CTOMIO HeTaBHO
Ha3HAYEHHOMY MIEpPBOMY MUHHUCTPY BOWTH, OH HATIOJTHUJICS TIOJIIHHOM TOPEUbIO.
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Cob6one3HoBanus Jlenapa pesanmu ciayx. JIoxks oT repBoro J1o nocieaHero cioa! Kak y Hero
XBaTUJIO HATJIOCTH OTKPBITH POT?! Beem m3BecTHO, Grarogapsi KoMy MepTB reHepast Bpok u ero cbiHO-
Bbsl. BIM3KMM Jake He MO3BOJIMIIM MOMPOIIATHCS ¢ HUMU, Ha CJELYIOUIUIA JEHb MOCIIe Tparn4ecKon
MONBITKA OCBOOOXKAEHHSI OTITPABUIIN B CCHUIKY.

[Mouemy Jlenap He ypomnus? Jlyia o0si3aHa HaKJIaAbIBaTh OTIIEYATOK Ha Teso. [ e 6oponaBkwy,
r1a3a-0yCMHKH, 3aruTbiBIIee )KupoM Tesno? E¢pumust crapanack, HO He HAXOWIIA B TIEPBOM MUHHCTPE
U3bsHOB. CIIMIIIKOM KPAaCUBBIH, CJIMIIIKOM MPUTATATENIbHBIN JIJ1s1 Bpara.

JeBymika nopajaosajack, 4rto JleHap BBICOKO M HE 3aMETWJ CMSITEHUs] YyBCTB B €€ IJla3ax.
Caepxy OHa Ka3aJjlach TaKOM e YyTOUKY CMYILEHHOU 1 BOOLYIIEBJIEHHOM, Kak ocTajibHble. Ha camom
aene B ymax crosul mym, Epumus cMyTHO moHMMana, 4yro mpoucxogut. Kaxkercs, Mapkuse He
noBe3710. Criech U JUIMHHBIN SI3bIK OTIIPABJISIIM KPACOTKY 1I0MOM. JIeHap HeIByCMBICIIEHHO HAMEKHY/T,
YTO BBICOKOMEPUE CPEY KOHKYPCAHTOK HE MOOIIPSAETCS.

— Bo nBopen npucnany tydmux. 371ech HET CIyYaiHbIX JIeBYIIEK, BCe OHU U30paHHbIE, PaB-
Hble. DMMaHy3J1b, — MA)KOPJOM MOYTUTEJILHO CKJIOHWJI I'OJIOBY B OKMJAHUU YKa3aHW, — MOXKaTyil-
CTa, pacropsiAUTeCh, YTOOBI 3aBTPa YTPOM JEBYIIKY OTHPABIJIM JAOMOW. UBaHIMBOW apUCTOKpAaTKe
HUKOI/Ia HE CTaTh UMIIEPATPULICH.

— Ho, Bame Benm4ecTBo. .. — Onemmia Mapku3a 1 ¢ MoJbO0i 00epHyIach K DMMaHYIIO.

Tot u He Qymar el moMoraTh, 3aMep KaMeHHOM CTaTyeu.

— Baiie BennnuecTBO HeNpaBUIIbHO Bee MOHsUIN! — JeByIlKa OTYasiHHO MbITANach OCTAaThCsl BO
ABOpIie. 3alpOKMHYB TOJIOBY, OHA MPUCENa B peBepaHCe M HAlLleTMIa Ha JIUIIO BUHOBATYIO YIIBIOKY. —
M5l Beero Jiuib 00CyXAald pogoCIOBHbIE ApYT apyra. Sl Hu B Koeii mepe. ..

— $1 Bce mpekpacHO TOHsI, — obopBai ee JleHap W 03BYyUMJI OKOHUYATEIBLHBIA MPUTOBOP: —
T'otoBbTECH K OTBE3Ly, MIIEAU. B oTOOpe BB OOJbINE HE yYacTBYeTe.

Bropoii aTaxk onmycres — nepBblil MUHUCTP CKPBLICS 3a MOTAHOU ABEPHIO.

OnozopeHHast Mapku3a B Jjocaje Kycana ryobl. CIyTHHIIBI MCKOCA TTOCMATPUBAIN Ha Hee, HO
HE pellaiCh OTKPBITO TOPXKECTBOBATh: BAPYT UM TOXE IPUKAXKYT AKOBATh By ?

— Takoe ciy4aercsi, — (ierMaTiyHO MPOKOMMEHTHPOBAT MaskopioM. — OTOop — [Ie1o cepbes-
HOE, a €r0 CUATENILCTBO — IJ1a3a M YILIU €r0 BeJIMYeCTBa.

— Tak 310 OBUT HE UMIIEPATOP? — PA30YAPOBAHHO AXHYJIU MTPETEHACHTKH.

Bosnbine Bcex paccrporiack Mmapku3a. Eime Obl, yHIKaIach, CTpOrIa IIa3ku — U He Bapaeny.

Edumus orBepHynach, npsiua npe3puTebHyI0 YXMbUIKY. Ha uTo Hajesiuch 3TH KypHlibl, €civ
CITyTaJI1 MOHapXxa ¢ MUHUCTpoM? OcTajibHble HABEpHSKA NOATOTOBUINCH, U3YUMIIM PACHIOPSIIOK JHS
ero BeJMYeCTBa, MOIKYIUIN CIIYT, YTOOBI OKa3aThCsl psijioM ¢ BapreHoM BO BpeMs ITPOTYJIOK.

— Her, ¢ Bamu roBopu1 ero cUATeIbCTBO NEpBbIi MUHUCTP Proxka rpad Murac.

[Tonukinme neBurbl BOCHIpsiHYIM AyxoM. OHM SBHO Hajesuch ouyapoBarh JleHapa u ¢ ero
MIOMOIIIBIO 3aMOTYYUTh OJIaroCKJIOHHOCTh MMIieparopa. VX mian urpan Ha pyky Ecdumun: Bce pernart,
YTO €€ UHTEepeC K IEPBOMY MUHUCTPY BbI3BaH TeMM *ke npruunHaMu. Ha camom fiesie oHa Xotena pas-
pelmTh Tep3aBiiue ee mpoTuBopeuns. E¢pumust novimasa ceds Ha MBICTIH, YTO OKOHYATESIHHO 3aIly-
Tanack. Pa3 Tak, ;KM3HEHHO HEOOXOAMMO BBHISICHUTH MOAHOrOTHYIO JleHapa, mpouutath Oymaru 1o
Aesty OTLa.
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I'maBa 6

— Hy, xak onu tebe?

OTKUHYBIIKCh Ha CIMHKY OOTSIHYTOTO KOJKel Kpeca, Ha JIeHapa B ynop yCTaBUIICS €ro poBec-
HUK. Toxe mareH, ceporiasblii, C eiBa HAMEUYEHHOW JIMHUEH YCOB U KPOXOTHOM Ooponko. [lepsbiit
MHHHUCTP YCTaJI IPOCHUTh €ro MMIIEPaTOPCKOE BEIMUECTBO M30aBUTHCSI OT COMHHUTENBHOTO «TUIEBKa»
Ha noA0OpoIKe. YBbI, MOHApX HE eJlaJl HUYEro CIyIIaTh U CTapaTesIbHO MPSATal 32 COMHUTEIBHOM
PaCTUTENBHOCTBIO SIMOYKY, TIO €r0 MHEHHIO, HE BS3ABILYIOCS C KBaJPAaTHBIM MTOAOOPOAKOM. SIKOOBI ¢
Hell BapzeH npeBpatnascs B MArKOTENIOro I0Ho1y. JIeHapy 0CTaBajloCh TOJIbKO CMUPEHHO MOKUMATh
rwiedamu. [Ipu BceM keslaHUM BBICOKHIA, C XOPOLIO Pa3BUTOM MYCKYJIaTypoW MMIEpaTop He COLIe
OBl 32 COIUIMBOIO IM03Ta, 0COOEHHO Korna xmypuiics. Torna n 6e3 Toro HU3KO NMOCcakeHHbIe OPOBH
MIPUAABAJIA EMY CXOJCTBO C MEJIBE/IEM.

OHu pocu BMecTe, JaBHUE TOBAPUILM 110 UTPaM, U Tellepb BMECTE ke CTOSUIN Y pyJisl BIACTH.

— Ha Tak... — CocTpoMB KUCIyI0 MUHY, JIeHap OTIIpaBuII B pOT OUYEPEAHON KYCOK KYpPONaTKH. —
BpI ke 3HaeTe, MHE He MO0 Jylle 3Ta 3aTes.

VKUHaTh B IPUCYTCTBIM UMITEpAaTOpa — BEJIMKAast YeCTh. YKMHATD B €r0 IMOKOSIX Oe3 CBUeTeN el
— IpHU3HAK Oe3rpaHryHOro AoBepus. [ pad Mopoi MIyTHI, YTO MPEBPATUIICS B OfHY U3 (PaBOPUTOK
Bapnena. OH Bujen umneparopa B HepopMasibHOM 0OCTAaHOBKE ropas/io yaille, 4yeM Jiro0ast U3 HuX.

— Bpock, Mbl oHM, K yeMy yciaoBHocTH? Wnm Goumibes, 4yTo M3-3a IIKada BbLIE3ET MOs
MaTymika?

BapneH paccmesiicsl M yKa3ajl HA MAaCCUBHbIA KHYKHBIA CTEJUIAX.

— Bpsaa nmu. — Jlenap Toxe ynblOHyJICS. — MHe U3BECTHBI BCe JBOPLIOBBIE XOAbl. TyT UX HeT.

— Oi1 m? — 1ykaBo Mokavaj roioBoil umneparop. — TeGe cieayeT BHUMaTeIbHee U3yYUTh
cTaphble TUIaHBI.

OH no3BoJIsI cede Iy paunThCs TOJBKO B 001IecTBe rpada, ¢ yI0BOJIbCTBUEM Ha BpeMs 3a0bIBa
O TSKECTU KOPOHBI M OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHa HaKJIa/1bIBaa.

— Broprarscs B mokon nmneparopa? Kak moxHo?! CtpouTtesnu Obl He TOCMEITH.

[Tneun Jlenapa paccnabummch. OH ycTaso MOTSHYJCS, COpachiBasi HANpPsKEHWE MUHYBILIETO
IHSL.

Cynp06a cBena Oyaynmx Jipy3ei 1eTbMu, Koraa 000MM ObLIO 1o AeBATh JeT. Orent JIleHapa mpu-
CTPOMJI €T0 MaKOM K HacJIeAHUKY npectosia. OH €IMHCTBEHHBIH U3 MIOTO/IKOB, TAKUX € MaJIbUHMILIeK
u3 OJIarOpOIHBIX CEMENCTB, CyMeI 33/IepKaThCsl Y TPOHA U c/ieliall OJIeCTSIIYI0 Kapbepy.

— OcraBuM B NOKOE TaliHbIE XO/Ibl, aBail O AEBYIIIKAX, — BEPHYJICS K MPEKHEN TEME UMIIEPATOp
1 HaJIWJI ce0e ellie HEMHOTO BUHA. — MaTylike cJ1e0BajIo cCaMoi MMH 3aHAThCS, 3TO ee 3ates. Cyiuii
dapc! Ecnu eii Tak XOTe0ch MEHs KEHHUTh, TIOCBAaTAIMCh Obl K TOM ke npuHiecce Pnadekoii. [Toro-
BapHBAIOT, OHA YyJ0 Kak xopoia. MHe 6e3 pa3HuIIbl, XeHa U XKeHa, JIUIIb Obl He ypa U He YPOAMHA.

— OT160p YKpenuT TBOIO BJIACTb.

Jlenap cpenai nay3y M, yOSIMBIIKCh, YTO €TO «ThD» MPUHSATO OJArOCKJIOHHO, TIPOIOIIKILT:

— He 3a0wbIBaii, ocie BOCCTaHMS OCTAJIOCh MHOTO HEOBOJIbHBIX. Koe-KTo cumtaer, Tl goy-
CTHJI HETIO3BOJIUTEJIBHYIO KECTOKOCTh, KA3HWJI HEBUHOBHBIX. . .

— XBatut! — Kynak umMrmeparopa ¢ cuiioil yaapui 1o croiy. 3BsikHyna nocyna. — He xenaio
ciaymars! U He nibiTaiics caenarb BU, OYATO Thl K STOMY He IpHYacTeH, — sI3BUTeIbHO 1o0aBui Bap-
neH. — [loa kaxJbIM UMEHEM U TBOSI ITOAIHUCh.

JleHap nMoBMHHO CKJIOHWJI rojioBy. OH MOHMMAaJI, ceifuac HaJo MPOMOIYATh.

— JlagHo, — Bce elwie 371sch, OypKHYJ BapaeH v npuryOusi BUHO, — 1 TOHsUI. JleBUlia — CUMBOJ
NPUMUpPEHHs ¢ COOCTBEHHBIM HaposoM. Ho eciit yx st prHOIITy )KepTBY BO MMsI O€C 3HAeT Yero, To
MMEIO [IPaBO 3HATh, YTO MOJTY4Yy B3aMEH.
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— EcTb mapoyka XopolieHbKuX. — JIBrkeHre 4emocteid BO30OHOBUIIOCH, HO TIEPBBI MUHHCTP
AepXkKajcs HACTOPOXKEHHO, MPUCTAIBHO CIIeAWT 3a coOecelHUKOM. — OCOOEHHO MHE TOHpPaBHJIACH
oflHa OpIOHETKA.

— Hy? — Bapzen ormepcst ono0poAaKOM O CIOKEHHbIE «JOMHUKOM» JIAJOHHU U B3IJISOM BeJles
rpacy nponomxkars. — He Tomu! KoMmimmeHT U3 TBOMX yCT — Hec/bIxaHHask pockollb. M neByiika
ykpana TBoe cepaue? Hy, — Oyaro Ha KaOMHETOM HEeaBHO He pa3pasuiiach Oyps, TyKaBO MOAMUTHYT
umIeparop, — npu3HaBaiicst! Korma HakoHell MOsIBUTCS JKEHIIUHA, KOTOpasi Te0st yTUXOMHUPHT?

— VBbI! — B IPUTBOPHOM COXaJleHUM pa3Bes pykamu Jlenap. — B Moeil mocrenu A0CTaTOuHO
JKEHIIMH, OOpeMeHeHre B BUjie XkeHbl MHe He TpeOyeTcs. Tonky ¢ Hee! OQHM pacxofbl U TOJIOBHAS
601b. JIIOOOBB M BOBCE camasi OracHasi U3 OOJIe3Hew.

— Jlenap, Jlenap! — ykopu3HeHHO MOKa4yaJl rOJIOBOM MOHAPX W HAJIWJI MPUSTEII0 BUHA, OKOH-
YaTteJbHO CTEPEB HEMPHATHOE MOCIEBKycue ccopbl. — Koraa Ham ObLI0 BOCEMHA/AIATh, Thl TOBOPUI
MHOE.

— B BocemHazuath 51 ObLT IIyIbIM I0HIIOM. Hudero B kapmaHe, HUYEro B TOJIOBE, OHU UEaJbl.
A XW3Hb, 3HaCIIIb JIM, HUUEro oomiero ¢ KHuxkamu He umeeT. aii cioma! — OH otoOpan y Bapnena
OyTBUIKY. — ¢ OKa TBOW MOAJAHHBIA, MHE M Pa3/INBaTh.

— Ts1 Moi1 Apyr, — nonpaBwi uMrneparop. — A TBoi unean 38anu Juanoii. He otBepruu ona
TeOs1, JaBHO Obl 003aBeJICs IETbMH.

— U xBana HeOy! — oTcamoToBasl BeHIIeHOCHOMY mpustesnio Jlenap. — Kak npezicrasio, 4to
JKeHUJIcs Obl Ha Heid, B3AporHy. JlioOoBHMIIA TpusiTHee keHbl. OHa Beeraa JIaCKOBa M Mpeaynpeu-
TeJIbHA, paja JJIoOOoMYy BHUMaHMIO. 11 0T Hee mpocTo n30aBUTHCS, KOTa HAIOECT. A Tereph MPeICTaBb
*keHy. BeuHo O01UT rosioBa, BEYHO He XBaTaeT jieHer. To HOBBIH BbIE3/I, TO IIBET JICHT Ha IILISATKE He
ToT. A netn? CMoplIeHHbIe, BeYHO Bonsmue! Xopollo, eciiu cpazy MajbilK, MHa4Ye MPUIETCS pa3
3a pa3oM BJIMBaTh B ceOsl raJUIOH BUHA, YTOOBI HABECTUTH JIABHO OINOCTBUIEBINYIO Cyrpyry. Tak 4yto
MIPOCTH, HO 51 IPEANIOYUTAI0 YMEPETh XOJIOCTHIM.

— Cuactmmgen! — Tens HaOexana Ha urio BapaeHa. — A MHe, yBbI, CKOPO TIPEACTOUT I1eJI0BaTh
CyIpyre pyKy Mo yTpaM M CIIyIIaTh paccKasbl 00 OUYepeIHbIX HeJIOMOTaHHSIX.

— JIeBylIKyM He TaK IUIOXH, — MOCTIEIINII YCIIOKOUTh NpUsITeNs rpad, — yBepeH, Kakas-HUOyIb
Ja MPUTJISTHETCS.

Hemnoro nomosnyas, OH npu3HaICH:

— 51 mo3BonMIT cebe BMEIIaThCsl M BBICTABWIT OfIHY YBaHJIMBYIO ypy. Haznetoch, Thl He B obue?

Mapkuza TopHeii Hajienana mymy. B npsimom cMeiciie atoro cioBa. [Tocne yxona Jlenapa ona
3aKaTHIa KyTKUM CKaHaal, TpeboBaia BCTpeuu ¢ uMrieparopom. [Ipumuiocs yBe3tu ee cuoud. Mmrie-
parpuiie-MaTepu J0JIOKIIIH, UTO JIEBYIIIKA cepbe3HO OobHa. TakiuM 00pa3oM BOITPOC O BO3MOKHOM
BO3BPAIIEHUH ObUT 3aKPBHIT.

— 51 monHOCTBIO OBEpsiio TBoeMy uyThio. Ho, — Bapren nogHsn ykazaTenbHbIN naerl, — HeoO-
XOIMMO MOJCTPaxoBaTbesl. Thl TOBOPUII O BOCCTAHUU. .. Sl HE XOUy HEMPUSATHBIX CIOPIIPU30B.

— [punBopHLIN Mar 3aBTpa ke OCMOTPUT IIPETeHIeHTOK. JI0KeH ke OH OTpabaThiBaTh AEHBIH,
KOTOpBIE Thl EMY IUIATUIIb?

My>X4MHBI APYKHO pacCCMESUTUCh U YOKHYJIUCh OOKa-JIaMH.

Marus — Belp peskas, Jaxe IITy4yHas, HO OTpULATh ee Hajauuue riyno. KTo-to u3 Hegpyros
MMIIepaTopa MOT MOAOCIaTh HOCUTENIS CMEPTOHOCHOTO Japa WM CHAOOUTH €r0 MPOKJISATON BEllbo.

— Kak nymaens, — Jlenap BCroMHuMII 0 OoJiee HU3MEHHBIX, HO 3((PeKTUBHBIX CIIOCO0aX yOuii-
CTBA, — HUKTO OTPABJICHHBIN KMHXaJ He ipunac? KeHIH 0ObICKUBATh HE TIPUHSTO. . .

— K0 ckazan? — xMelkHYy1 BapaeH, paccmarpuBast Ha IpocBeT O0Kal. — MHe Bce MOXKHO, U
COOMPAIOCh ITO CETATh.

— [NogHuMmercs ckanaan, — LOKHYI s3bIKOM rpad. — iMneparpuiie-marepu 3T0 He IOHPAaBUTCS.

OH 00s13aH NpeaynpeanThb, XOTs LIEJTUKOM U MOJTHOCTBIO pa3fesisiyl MPUHIUIB BEHIIEHOCHOTO
apyra. JKeHIIMHbI — BOBCE He Bcera a(heMepHble, Maaloliye B 0OMOPOK CO3/1aHUsI, CPEIN HUX MTOJTHO
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OTPABUTEJILHUI] U HAeMHBIX yOoui. [lepuunbii OTOOP MPOBOAVIIM TINATEIBHO, HO BAPYT KOMY-TO
U3 POJICTBEHHMKOB MOHApXa He TepIUTCs 3aHATh TPoH? MiMnepatopckas paMuiins — 3T0 He TOJIBKO
Bapzen u ero matb, a MHOKECTBO JBOIOPOJHBIX U TPOIOPOIHBIX KY3€HOB M KY3UH, KOTOPBIE IIPY yAa4-
HOM CT€YEHUH OOCTOSTENIHCTB MOT'YT Ha 3aKOHHBIX OCHOBAHUSIX IPUMEPUTH KOPOHY.

— A MHe He HpPaBUTCSl KOHKYPC, — OypKHYJI IMIIepaTop, — MOTOMY MaTyIIIKe MPUAETCs Mpo-
[JIOTUTh HeAOBOJIBCTBO. OOBIYHAS pa3yMHasl MPEAOCTOPOKHOCTb.

— Tlonarato, cpa3dy nocsie NMpoBEpKHM MOXHO IPOBECTH O(ULMAIBHYIO LIEPEMOHMIO 3HAKOM-
CTBa, — npeioxui Jlenap.

Bapnen ckopumi poT B CKOpOHOI rprMace.

— JIBasuaTh A€BATH YONOPHBIX AEBULI, 1 U MaTyIIKa. bpp!

— W nonosuHa aopa. — [epBbiil MUHUCTP O€3-KaJIOCTHO Pa3pyIIvI Opeosl MydYeHHKa y code-
CEeIHUKA. — DTO OOJIbIIIEe UCTIBITAHKE [T IEBYIIIEK, HEKENH JIIsl Bac.

— Bort kak? — nogHs1 6poBU MOHApX. — [IBaaiaTh qeBATh pa3 BBICIAYIIATh UMSI, IBAATH JEBITh
pas3 MolesoBaTh PyKy, MOXKeIaTh yaauu. X0o4uellb, oAeMoch cyactbeM? OTaam MoJIoBUHY.

— VBoJsb! — npotecryroie 3amaxai pykamu Jlenap. OH ejiBa He ONEPXHYJICS OT HAXJIBIHYBIIIUX
sMoLMil. — MHe XBaTaeT pa3BlIeUyeHUIl.

— Vxenu? — BapreH OTOIBUHYI TapeJIKy ¢ TOPKOM MTUYbUX KOCTOUEK. — YUTO-TO HE PUTIOMHIO,
KOI/Ia Thl B MOCJIETHUI pa3 Beceauics!

— He Bpems1, — TsKKO B3IOXHYI rpad U TOXe MOKOHYMI ¢ Tpane3oi. CpaboTano BIUTAHHOE
C yapaMy TPOCTbIO I'YBEPHEpPA MPABUJIO: HEJIb35l €CTh, KOIZla CTapllive, B JAHHOM CJIy4ae MOHapX,
BCTaJIM U3-3a cTona. — HyXHO Bcex M BCSI KOHTPOJIMPOBATb.

— Pemieno! — MimniepaTtop nogHsics, ¢ IiyMOM OTOJIBUHYB Kpecio. JIeHap TeHbIo MOBTOPUJI €r0
ABusKeHue. — Thl TaHITyellb ¢ MOMUMH HEBECTAMM.

- Ho...

I'pac ¢ Tpynom ckpbut gocaxy. OH CTpOHII COBCEM Apyrue riaHbl Ha 6am OTKpHITHSI.

— MImeHHO Tak, — oBbIcUII rosioc MoHapX. — M He criops! 910 [1€10 rocyjapCTBEHHOM BaXKHOCTH,
noTom notuckaeis Karapuny. [Tpurnacumis napouky neByiiek, monabmoaaensb. Haunens. .. A XoTb
C TOH OpIOHETKH, KOTOpYI0 MHe cBatajl. Kcraru, mouemy?

Jlenap nanpsr namsaTs. bploHetka. .. Ax na, u3 rpagpcrBa Opoil. Kpacusas, Heriynas, unrepe-
cyercst uckycctBoM. Ho uto-To B Hell cmytiasio. [lesio Bo B3misijie, KOTOPbIM OHA ero ofnapuia. Tam He
OBLJIO MPUBBIYHOTO OO0KAHUS WK CTpaxa, TaK CMOTpesT Obl My)KUHMHA, OLIEHUBAs COTIEPHUKA, pellas,
KaK C HUM TOCTYNUTh. [10TOM OHa CrioxBaTmiiach, MpeBpaTuiiach B OOBIYHYIO CMYIIEHHYIO TIPOBUH-
LMAJIKy, HO JleHap 3alIOMHIJI €€ MUMOJIETHYIO CYpPOBOCTb.

— Kak yrogHo Bamemy BeJIMYECTBY.

I'pa¢p ckyonmiics B rimybokoM mnokJioHe. Ero Tep3anu comuHeHwusi, He cobupaics qu Bapaen
npuynaputh 3a Karapunoi, nmoka Jlenap obxaxuBaeTr ydactHuIl otOopa. Mapku3a [lnee ciummikom
s dexTHa, 4TOOBI HE MpUBJIeYb BHUMAHUS MOHapxa. KarapuHa, B CBOIO ouepe/ib, Bpsifl JIM OTKAKET
UMIIEpaTopy.

— Yro-TO THI HE paa! — nomkan ryosl Bapnen. — He mo6ums Tanip? JJapHo m?

Jlenap npeanoyesn nmpomonyars. Moxer, BapaeH u apyr, HO Mpex/ie BCEro OH UMIIEPATOP.

[T03BOHMB B KOJIOKOJIBYMK, MOHAPX BeJiesl HECHIBIIIIHO BO3HUKILIEMY CIIyre yOparh CO CTOJA.
Korna on ygamuics, BapaeHn npeyiokus npusTesio BBIIUTh HEMHOTO TOPbKOTO JIMKepa:

— OH yny4inaer nuiieBapeHue.

— B tBoeMm Bo3pacte? — JleHap CKeNTHUYECKU MOJHST OpOBb.

TeHb peBHOCTH HUKYZIA HE JeJ1ach, HO Tpad cTapaTesibHO HAN ee OT cedsi, He KeJlasi IOPTUTh
Beyep.

— Ocob6eHHO B HallleM BO3pacTe, MOH ApyT. — BapzieH, mocMenBasich, MoXJona ero Mo riedy. —
Korga eme MHOTO enrb 1 mibeliib. Tak moyeMy Thl BAPYT HEB3TIOOWIT TaHIIbI?

— Oryero xe, 51 He JIIOOJI0 COBCEM JIPyroro — pa3BiieKaTh MO MpHKazy.

35



O. PomanoBckas. «MHe HyKHO TBOE «Ja»»

Nmneparop HaxmypuJcs, a HOTOM ITOHUMAIOIIE KUBHYIL.

— A, Bce zeno B Masbiiike Karapune, — ciagko pactsHyi ee uMs BapaeH, He ocTaBUB COMHE-
HUIA B cBoux HamepeHusx. — Crapeenb! [Ipexe Tbl He OOSUICS MOTEPATD KEHIIUHY. Tak HeJo/Iro
JIMIIUTHCS AOJIKHOCTH.

— Koro ke Tl Ha3HauMIlIb HA MOe MecTo? — IlepBblil MUHHUCTP CTOMKO BOCIIPUHSII HAMEK Ha
OTCTaBKY, HA00OPOT, OYyIITO Kejast ee YCKOPUTb, CeJl, 3JI0KHUB HOTY Ha Hory. — [laii yrazgaio!

OH 3a1yM4MBO Movecast mog0OPOJIOK.

— Kro 3acaxapun tBom yim Jiecteio? ['pad Kop6u? Her, croii! KoneuHo, kakoii st ypak — Jiopi
Mapsnoy! Henapom ero cectpa CTojib yCEpAHO TPyAUJIAch B IIOCTEIIN.

— Tol urpaentb ¢ orieM! — HacynuB OPOBH, MpeayNpeaus uMmeparop. — 51 cTepruio MHOroe,
HO BCE XE...

— IIpocty, — pa3sen pykamu JleHap ¥ MPUHSIT TIOAOOAIIYIO O3y, — ThI Jake HE MEPBHIA B
CIUCKE OXOTHUKOB 3a Moel royioBoil. He mepexwuBaii, s HUKOraa He 3a0ydy, 4TO Thl UMIIEPATOP.
VimenHo noatomy st Oy/y TaHIEBaTh C TBOMMH SKEHIIIMHAMHU, YJIBIOATHCS U OCHINATh MX KOMIUTIMEH-
TaMU.

— laBaii yxe BoilibeM, JleHap! — co B3g0XoM nokayas rojosoit Bapnen. — Haue nqorosopumcs
10 CUHUX 3BE€3/I0YEK.

OH oTIiep CKpPBITHIA JePEBSIHHON MaHeNbI0 TAWHKK M, MOKOJIe0aBIINCh, U3BJIEK My3aTyIo 3elie-
HYIO Oy ThUTb.

— Tlopoir Thl HecHOceH! — MpU3HAJICS MOHApX, 3BAKHYB (pyxepamu. — MHe NeUCTBUTEIHLHO
XOYETCsl OTIPABUTH TeOs1 B OTCTABKY, HO TIOTOM $1 BCIIOMUHAIO, YTO JIPYroro TAKOTO MEepBOr0 MUHU-
CTpa He HalTH, ¥ MPOLIAIO.

Bosbliie onacHbIX TeM B UMIIEPATOPCKOM KaOWHeTe He MogHuMasn. [IpusTeny pacronokuImich
y KaMMHA ¥, MOTATUBAasl 3€JeHYyl0, HATOMUHABIIYIO KOJIJJOBCKOE 3€JIbe JKUIKOCTh U3 XPYCTaJIbHBIX
(yxepoB, CrIeTHUYAIM O JaMax.

Ha nonosuHe npeteHIeHTOK TOxe He criaiv. KTo-To rpe3ust o KopoHe, KTO-TO CKydaJ 0 oMY,
KTO-TO PaJOBAJICSl BO3MOKHOCTH XOTS1 Obl OHUM TJIA3KOM B3[JISIHYTh HA JIBOpEII.

K Edumvun Tosxe He 1miesn co. [TpuibHyB J100M K CTEKITy, OHA CMOTpeJia Ha TOHYIUI B TEMHOTE
MapK, BXOJ B KOTOPBIM OCBEIAIM MUTABIIIME HA JIETKOM BETEPKE — (haKeIbl.

Ha kpbike cekperepa sexano Hayatoe nucbMo. EprMus He mMoria npoAaBUHYTHCS Jajbliie
niepBoy cTpoukH. «Jloporast AHHa...» Kak 00bsicHUTS cecTpe, noyemy Ecdumus tak noctynuna? Yro
MOXHO Hamlucath, a 0 4eM Jyuiie ymomdars? W kak ObiTh ¢ Jlenapom I'opzeHom? [lake B oTcBeTe
(bakenoB Buzencs ero cuinyat. Kazanock, NpoTsHU PyKy — U KOCHEIIbCS I11e4a. A ellle Jiydlie Liey,
YTOOBI OIHUM JIBMKeHUEM. .. Ho ieByIIKa CIIMIITKOM XOPOIIIO TIOHUMAJI, YTO HE CMOXKET, He ClIeJIaeT.

3ayem OH 37ech? 3aueM OHa TOMHsJIA TOJOBY, yBUjena ero? I'opaszno mpoie OOpoThes ¢
a0CTPaKTHBIM TIEPBBIM MUHUCTPOM. ATHeIIKa BJIeKKyOK TOJBKO CracuO0 CKaXeT 3a OTpaBJICeHHbIN
yail. MOJKHO Be/ib U He yOMBaTh, BCETO JIMIIIb COPBATh KaKoe-HUOY/Ib BaKHOE 3aceanue. .. M taku
10 cmepTu?

Edumus cruchyna BUCKY U 00epHY/Iach K cekperepy. HyKHO 3aKOHYMTH MUCbMO. AHHa rpe-
3WJ1a IBOPIIOM M HE MPOCTUT, €CIIA CECTpa XOTsI Obl He ONMUIIET CBOM MOKOW. Epumust ycMexHynach.
O, 310 1enbiit 1Bopel] Bo aBopue! Tonbko BaHHasi KOMHATa pa3MepoM € Ux crnajibHo. [ToMmrmo Hee
Mellach CKpOMHasI rapyiepoOHasi 0e3 OKOH, CIIaJIbHS ¥ TOCTUHAs. Beszie mierk, 61aropoiHsie opojibl
AepeBa.

JleBy1ka oOMakHya epo B YepHUIIA U, 32IlyMaBIIKCh, TOCTABIIIA HA OyMare JKMPHYIO KJISKCY.
Hy Bor, npuzercs nepenuceiBath! X0TS O 4eM TPEBOKUTHLCS, O IBYX CI0OBax?
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— Bcee, xBatut! — CkoMKaB vcriopueHHsbii Juct, Epumust otnpaBuia ero B kop3uHy. — Camo
MIPOBUJIEHHE MBITAETCS IOMEIIaTh TeOe CemaTh IIyNocTh. 3a0blia, YTO BCe MUChMa MTPOCMaTpUBAIOT?
Wnu, nymaens, agpecoM He 3auHTepecyoTcsa? JJoBoibHO ¢ Tebst MpuaABOpHOro mara!

JleByIlIke He aBaJl TMOKOsI MPOKATUBIIMIACS 1O KPbUTY MpeTeHIeHTOK ciyX. OT Hero cocaso
noxt oxeukou. [IpoBepka! A y Hee HanepcTsHKa. .. Kak ee 00bsicauth? CoBparh, OyATO CTpagaeT
cepaeyHbiM Heyrom? Het, 3To BepHbIN cIOCOO OYYTUTHCA MO TY CTOPOHY JBOPIIOBBIX BOPOT. X,
3HaTh Obl, CIIOCOOHBI JIM Marv MPOHUKATh B MbICIH ..

Ho ecm 661 poGsieMbl orpaHUYMBAIKCH BoieOcTBoM — EprmMust enBa He oro3opuiiack, Koraa
CITy’)KaHKa TOTOBHJIA ee KO cHY. JleByIlIKa MOHATHS HE UMeJIa, YTO CIIYTY 0Opaliarch ¢ apuCTOKpaT-
KaMH Kak C KyKJaMH, He MO3BOJISLUTM CaMO¥ HaJeTh HOuHylo pybamiky. Cectpbl Bpok mpuBBIKIH
MBIThCS M IIIHYPOBATBCS CAMOCTOSITENBHO, U 0TKa3 EdpumMun BeI3Ban y ropHnvHO#N Heoymenue. Toit
YZIAJIOCh CITUCATh BCE HAa YCTAJIOCTh M TO3BOJIUTD ce0s1 pa3aeTh, MHAa4Ye Obl MPUCITYTa aKTUBHO CyJauna
o cTpanHo# nipereHaeHTKe. Criacn6o, Epumus yenena cripsitate OyThUIOUKY TOA OAyIIKy. HyxHO
MOMCKaTh OoJiee HaeKHBIN TAHHK.

YO6enuBIInCh, UTO €e CeKpeT Liel, AeBYIIKa BEPHY/IAch K OKHY, YCTaBIJIACh Ha TEMHBIN MapK.
Oma 1 He 3amMeTHIa, KaK Ha 3aroTeBIIeM OT JbIXaHUsI CTEKJIe BOSHUKIIM JBe YIpsiMble OYKBbI — «JI .

Cepsle ma3a, OpocaBiliasi BHI30B YCTOSIM IPUYECKa, YMEHHE Cpa3y YXBAaTUTh CYyThb BeIlleH, KakK
B Cllyyae ¢ MapKHU30M.

Edumus B cepanax crepia MHUIMAJBI IEPBOTO MUHUCTpPA U, MOTYIIMB CBeuy, 3a0pajach B
MOCTEJb.

CBsAThIE YTOIHUKH, 3aU4eM OHA JTyMaeT O HeM Kak o MyxuuHe? be3 pasHuIlbl, KpacuB OH WM
YPOIUTUB, HU30K €r0 roJIoC WM BHICOK, JleHap — Bpar. CJIOBHO MIIIa MOAJEP/KKH, AEBYIIKA CTHCHYJIA B
naJibifax OyThIIOUKY ¢ simoM. He momorio, rpad yropHo He *keiai mpeBpariathes B Oe37MKUi 00pas.

— HNurepecHo, — Edpumus nepekaruiach Ha CIIMHY, — CKOJIBKO Y Hero skeHImuH? HaBepHoe,
MHOro0. OH CTOs1JI TaM, HABEPXY, TAKOW YBEPEHHBII, He0Tpa3uMblid. [IpUBBIK, UTO BCE €ro CIyIaloTCs,
CMOTPST Ha Hero ¢ oOoxaHreM. Hudero, — HeM3BecTHO KOMY moo0elnasia JeByIKa, — s COObIO C HEro
criech!

BooGpaxenue kxuBo HapucoBajo KapTuHy: EpumMus B Tol ke HOYHOUM pyOallke JISKUT Ha
OrpPOMHOH KpOBaTH H, MOATEPEB LIEKY JIaJI0HbI0, cCMOTpUT Ha JleHapa. [TomyoOHakeHHBIN, OH pa3me-
TaJicst Ha pocThiHsAX. [ToT cTekaeT o Tskeno B3apmMaronieics rpyau. Epumus yipidaercs, modyercs
ero Iagkou Koxei, penbeHbIMU MBIIIIaMu. [IeByllika HaxMypuiach U PeIBKOM CeJla Ha KPOBATH.
JBopel1 TypHO BIIMsUT Ha Hee, ipexie E¢pumus 3a co6oit monoOHbIX haHTa3Wil He 3aMedala.

— UYro xe 310 Takoe! — JleByllIKka B cepALlax yaapuia pyKoy Io ofesuty. — Beszie mpoKIAThIi
Jlenap! Ecnu oH HauHET cOONMa3HATh MEHsI BO CHaxX, BUAAT cBsAThIe U Co3narenb, s MPUAYIIY ero Ha
Oamy!

Edumus napy pa3 BroxHyna u BeigoxHyaa. Otmyctiio. OHa NepeBOIHOBANACh, HE PACCUUTHI-
BaJla cpasy ke BCTPETUTh MEPBOr0 MUHMCTPA, TOJIBKO M BCEro. A TMOCTeNb, MyXKYHHA... Tak Beapb
Edummio codrpanuck BbIIATh 3aMYXK, BOT B TOJIOBE U CMEIIAJIOCh.

— UHurepecHo, kakoB umreparop? — JleBylika CHOBa yJjeriach Ha COUHY. — TakoW ke, Kak
Ha accurHauusax? ['oBopsT, OH ObUT IOMOJIBJIEH, HO MpUHIIEcca MapruaHHa CKOHYAIach OT YaXOTKH.
HagepHoe, nummnepaTtop oueHb ee JToOW, pa3 )KEHUTCS TOJIBKO CIYCTs ceMb JieT. Jlaxke mMaTyIika 1o
OTILy CTOJIBKO Tpayp He HOCHIIA.

[NepBas nomonBka BapieHa coctosiiack BCKOpe Mociie Toro, Kak B Pnoske moracuiy nocieanue
ovaru Bocctanusi. [IpuHiiecca MapuaHHa TOIBKO-TOJIBKO BOIILIA B OpayHBIN BO3PACT, HO UMITEPATPH-
1Ield He cTaJla, CKOHYaJIach B TOM ke rofy. [llenranuck, 6ynTo pogHble CKphIBAIU €€ HeAYyT, HaIesJIHiCh
yCTIETh TIOPOAHUTHCS C MOTYIIECTBEHHBIMU COCE/ISIMH.

— I'maBHOe, He ymacTb B 0OMOPOK: KOPCETHI NP ABOpe MIHYPYIOT Tyro. C OCTabHBIM CITpaB-
mock. PeBepaHc y MeHsI MPaKTUIECKH UeasbHbIH, TaHIyo Herioxo. Criacu6o rpagune MamkGeteH,
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OHa He MOoCKynuach Ha yuutesnei. HaepHoe, moromy, uyro Coznarenb He nocian e fouepeid. ['pa-
(buHs He pa3 OBTOPSLIA, KaK X0Tesa Obl pOAUTDH JEBOUKY, HO YBBI, OHA U CHIHA-TO BBIHOCKJIA C TPYAOM.

XM, Edpumus, kaxercs, npuaymaa, Kyaa ClipsTaTb HalepcTsHKY. BoH Ta nekopaTtuBHas Ba3a
OTJIMYHO Nofoi IeT. [IeByIiKa ere BeuepoM yoequiach: CIyKaHK1 He YTPYKAaau ceOs1, POXOANIUCDH
METEJIKON TOJIBKO CHapyXH, a BHYTPU CKOIWJIOCH JIOCTaTOYHO Nbutd. Ha mepBoe Bpems coizer, a
notom Ecumus uro-auOyap npumymaer.
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I'nasa 7

l'ocTrHAs MOMHUIACH apoMaToM KeHCKUX JyXoB. Ele Obl, B Hell coOpaiuch Bce OBaILATh
IEBSTh COMCKATEIbHUL] pyKH uMIiepatopa! OOMaxuBasich BeepaMu, OHU CETOBAJIM Ha CITYT, He XkKeJlaB-
LIMX OTBOPUTH OKHO.

— IlpoctynuMcst Mbl, Kak ke! — CKOpYMiIa TpuMacy OfiHa M3 JIeBYIIEK 3700HO 3BIPKHYB Ha
JIMBPENHOTO J1akes B Bepsx. — Ckazaam Obl mpsAMO: OOSATCS, YTO COEKUM.

—Kak nymaere, — obparuiiach K Heil MMHMATIOpPHAS IIATEHKa C IATHAMM CMYILEHUS Ha ILeKax, —
Cpeny Hac IEUCTBUTEIBHO BeibMa?

— Bpsig ma! — yemexHynach OoHIMHKA 1 oOpaTuiiach K cuieiieil Hanpotus Epumim: — Ecim
0ecoB Mar He OOBSIBUTCS Yepe3 MoJaca, 1 BBIOPOIYCh B OKHO. A Bbl?

HeBuiia Bpok ynbIOHYyIaCh:

— INoxauyit. Ho s Obl Ha BalieM Mecte roBopuiia Tuiie. Hac cmikoM MHOTO, @ MECTO HEBECTBI
— BCETO OfIHO.

— [Nonaraere, camoyOHiAicTBO MpeBpaTuTcs B youiicteo? — Cyzs Mo JIyKaBO CBEpKHYBIIHM IJa-
3am, coOece/IHHIIA OLICHMIIA €€ IIYTKY.

— 51 Ol He cTana pUCKOBaTh. YBEpEHa, BCE IEBYILKU UJIEaJIbHO BOCIIMTAHBI. . .

— ...HO Xopolulee BOCIIMTAHUE MIHOBEHHO WCHAPSETCA, KOrga JE0 KacaeTcsl MY)XYHMHBI, —
3aKOHYMJIA 32 Hee ONOHAMHKA. — OTHAKO IIYTKY NIYTKAMH, a 3TO HAcTosIIas qymeryoka!

Edumusa cornmacHo kuBHyna. ['octrHasg nopxoawiia 1)1 KAMEPHBIX Ya€lUTUM HA IIATh-IIECTD
yestoBeK. OCTaBajioch TOJNBKO rafiaTh, MOYEMY YYAaCTHHI OTOOpa coOpasv 371eCh, a HE B TOM ke 3aie
onanucok. [1o3abwiB 00 3THKETE, AEBYILIKH YCEIHUCh BIIOTHYIO IPYT K APYTY, OAHAKO MECTa BCE PABHO
HE XBaTajJ0, MHOTUM MPUXOAUJIOCH CcTOATh. Eprmun nosesno. OHa mpunuia B NEPBBIX pslax U B
Ka4yecTBe MpU3a MoJIyynia Kpecso.

—MozxeT, 3T0 Toke UCTIbITaHKE ? — TPOJOJIKIIIA CJIOBOOXOT/IMBAs OJIOHMHKA. — MBI Kasryemcs,
OypuuM, a yepes AbIPKY B KOBpE 3a HaMU IIPUCTAJIBHO HAOMIOJAIOT.

Cupee psajgoM Edumus u crecHuTesnpHas 1IaTeHKa APYKHO OOEPHYIUCH K IIIAJIEpe co
CLIEHOM M3 phILiapcKoro pomana. I[lokaszanoce, Wi jama Ha HEM MOpruysa?

— Dmu3aber ComepcOu, — MpeicTaBuiIach OMOHIMHKA M MO-MYXCKM HpoTsaHyaa Edumun
pyky. — EnuncrBennas nous rpaga Ixkra. CopBUronosa, HErofiHasl HacJaeAHULIA U ITpOYEe.

Omna paccmesinach U 3aJOPHO NMOAMUTHYJIA AEBYIIKAM.

CopsuronoBa? A 1o BUIY M HE CKaxelllb — royOoi 1IeNK, YyTh TPOHYThIE PO30BOI MOMa-
0¥ TyOBl, POMaHTHYHBIE JIOKOHBI. HO cTOMIIO Dnmi3abeT OTKpBITh pOT, KaK UCTHHHASI HaTypa Opasa
coe. Ecpumust cpasy npoHukIiach K Heil cummnarueii. OHa goraapiBaiach, 4To nu3adeT yyacTByeT B
oTOOpe He 1Mo cOOCTBEHHOH Bojie. HaBepHsika HacTosu1 OTel.

— Mupabenb ApHO, — B CBOIO OYepe/ib MPEe/ICTaBUIIACh MIATeHKA W, TIOKPACHEB elle OoblIe,
XOT$, Ka3aJloCh, KyJa yxke, Jo0aBuiIa: — Y MeHs TUTYJIOB HET, MOH OTel| — POCTOM JIOPA.

— CKoJBKO X€ BaM, MWJIOE CO3J1aHue?

Dnmu3adeT 3anoJ03puIIa, YTO CTECHEHHE JEBYIIKY TPOJUKTOBAHO HE TOJIHKO BOJIHEHHEM U BOC-
ITUTaHUEM.

— IllectHaguaTh, — 4yTh CHBIIIHO IPU3HAJIAch MU-paderb.

HwxHuit nopor norycrumMoro Bo3pacra. Bunumo, oter; oueHb CUIIBHO XOTeN BUIETD JOYb UMIIE-
parpurieii. Ho Bena ce6s Mupabenb 1 BOBCce Ha YEThIPHAILATh, Ta ke AHHA HE CTyIlIeBajach Obl.
Edumusa Ha MUHYTKY MTpeACTaBUIIa CECTPY Ha MECTe HOBOIM 3HaKOMOW. AHHa HaBepHsKa Obl BeJiesa
clienaTh JIOKOHBI-TIPYXKMHKHM M HauecaTh BOJIOCH Ha 3aThUIKE, YTOOBI Ka3aThesl B3pocaee. OHa mos-
CMOTpeJia IPHUYECKY Ha OJTHOM U3 TIPUEMOB Jiei MamkOeTeH U ¢ TeX Mop KOMMPOBaJa Il KakI0TO
6ana, Kyna ux npuramam. W yx touHo 66 AHHa He KpacHena, Hao0opoT, 6e3 yMOJIKy OoJnTana u
NEPe3HaKOMUIIACh CO BceMu conepHuliamu. Hy 1 pa3 cTo noBropmiia, KTO CTaHET UMIIEPATPULIEN.

39



O. PomanoBckas. «MHe HyKHO TBOE «Ja»»

KuBHYB COOCTBEHHBIM MBICTISIM, DITM3a0eT 03By4rsIa COOCTBEHHBI BO3PACT:

— Mmue BocemHaauarh. A BbI? — oOpaTuiiachk oHa K E¢pumun. — Kak Bac 30ByT, oTkyaa Bbi? [1pu-
AeTCs pa3BlieKaThCsl CBETCKOM Oeceioi, pa3 Mar 3ajiepxkuBaercs. He y30pbl KOBpa e paccMaTpuBarh!

JleByIiIka Ha KpaTKHiA MUT 3aMs1J1ach, HO TYT e YJIBIOHYJIach, POTOHsIs TpeBory. B3nop, Bpoku
He 3Haymch ¢ CoMepcOu, YK TOUHO He HACTOJBKO, YTOOBI M3yUaTrh UX porocioBHyo. Korga Dnuzader
BOIILIA B OpavHBIi BO3pACT, Tela 000MX OpaTheB JaBHO UCTJIETIHM B MOTUJIE, TIOBOJIOB ISl ITPUCTAITb-
HOT'O MHTEpeca HET, ONacaThCsl Hevero.

— Edumus deppup. borock, — B310XHYIa OHA, — Ha BaiieM (hoHe 51 cTapasi ieBa. MHe 1esbix
nIBaauaTh Jier!

— O, 3T0 BOBCE HE HEeJIOCTATOK | — 3aBepuiia Dn3a0eT v MPUANPUUBO OCMOTpEa COOSCEeTHHMITY.

Ha mur nokazanocs: y3Hana! Cepaiie MoArpeIrHyIIo K ropiy, Ha IeKax eJBa He pacliBeu mpe-
JaTebCKue MATHA, Takue ke, Kak y Mupabens. Ho Hacnequuity rpada BoJHOBasIa BHEIIIHOCTD, a He
MIPOUCXOKICHHE.

— C TakyMU I71a3aMH y Bac HaBEpHsIKa OTOOsI OT JKEHUXOB HeT. [IpaBMIIbHO, HE TOPOITUTECh.
Bpak — nmeno cepwe3Hoe. Bor Tak motepsielib rojioBy, HOBEpPHIb CIAIKUM pedam, BIIOOHIIBCS B
JIMHUIO TIOIOOPOJIKA, a OH YKe 0000pasl 10 HUTKU M PA3BIICKACTCS B CYTIPYKECKOU TIOCTENH C JTIOOOB-
HULIEH.

Edumvus orsena riaza. HeBonmbHO nmu3adeT nonasia B TOUKY, C OJHOH JIMIIb Pa3HULIEH — OHU
C TeM MY)XYMHOUN HUKOT/Ia He TIPUHAJICKATH APYT JIPYTY.

[Manbier nenko cxanu Beep. Ilepes razaMy Ha MTHOBEHHE BO3HMK INIATEH HAa BTOPOM STaXe
3ana ogamicok. Moprays, E¢umMus nmporHaia BUIEHHE W COCPEIOTOUMIACH HAa JPYTOM: 3allIaKaH-
HOM, OCyHYBIIIeMcs Jinie Matepu. [lomorso.

— O, moxoxe, KTO-TO YCIIeJl YKpacTh Baille cepaie! — Dnm3ader okazanach MPOHUIIATETHHOM.

— Heno mpomwioe. — JleBylIKa MOCTaBUIA XUPHYIO TOUKY B OOCYKICHUH CBOEH JIMUHOMN
ku3HU. — Ho BBI MpaBhl, 51 HE TOPOIUTIOCH CBS3BIBATDH Ce0sl y3aMu Opaka, XOTsI IPETEHICHTHI ObLITH.

Edumus nopagoBaiack, 4to codeceJHUIA He CTala PacCIpallivBaTh O POAUTENSIX. XOTs U TaK
TMIOHSITHO, €CJIM HEe XBACTAIOTCS TUTYJIAMHU, TO UX HET.

— Ox, HeyXeJlM K BaM CBaTaJIMCh, & Bbl OTKA3aJIM? — OCMEJIMIACh CIIPOCUTh poOKast Mupaoeb.

Ona cmotpena Ha Epummio ¢ TakuM BOCXUIIIEHHEM, YTO cTaio cmenrHo. [lomymaers, cme-
JIBIA TIOCTYTIOK — HE COMIACUTBCS CTaTh Uber-To keHo! OcTaBasioch HaesAThCS, YTO U AHHE XBAaTUT
ayxy otkazarts JIbloncy Bapy, ecim TOoT B3iyMaeT nepeKIiounThCsl Ha MIIAIIYIo cecTpy. MoxeT, OHU
Jouepu npenartelist, 0eCpuIaHHUIIbI, HO He TIOTEPSUTH YyBCTBAa COOCTBEHHOTO IOCTOMHCTBA. Ecim Obl
JIbtouc xoTen KeHUThCS Ha AHHE, cpasy Obl ee u oOxaxkuBaj. Tam yx aeno cectpsl, Epumust Obl He
BMEIIINBAJIACh.

— Jla, 1 HEe eAUHOXBI.

— 4 Toxe, — mpu3Hanace mm3ader. — OTOOP crac OT OuepeIHOro HaBsI3YMBOTO XkeHuxa. Kak
BcrioMHIO 0 JKake, B3porHy. bpp!

OHa nepeziepHyJia Mjie4aMu.

— A g Obl He cMorIIa, — B30XHY/Ia Mupabens. — Ecii ObI oTely ckasall, Mmoiiia.

IMo psnmaM KaHAMAATOK MpoOekana BOJTHA OKWBJICHUS, 3aCTaBUB TPOMILY JIPYKHO BBHITSHYTh
men. Heyxenmn naumHaercsa? CrosiBime Onvke K ABEPSIM KaHAWAATKH 3alleNTaluCh, JIPYKHO
nonpasisis npuvecku. IloBuHysCh BceoOmeMy nopsiBy, Epumust Toxe MoTsHyaach K BOJIOcaM, HO
BOBpEM:I OTIIEpHY/Ia PyKy. DTO HE MPUBBIYHAS KOCA, BPSJL JI OHA O€3 IIOCTOPOHHEN MOMOIIA CMOXET
3aHOBO COOPYAUTb KOHCTPYKIIMIO U3 JIOKOHOB U IIIIJIEK, YBEHUAHHYIO MaJloi nuageMon. Mix monara-
JIOCh HOCUTb BCEM YYaCTHHIIAM OTOOpa. A ele sIpKue JIHThI Yepe3 TUiedo pa3HbiX 11BeToB. Epumun
nocranack 3eneHast. OHa 10oraiblBajiach: JIEHTHl PUIYMAIH Uil yI0OCTBa MMIieparopa. Tak oH Mor
JIETKO pa3/iuyaTh JEBYILEK, HE YTPYKIAsCh 3aTIOMUHAHUEM UMEH.

Ciyrul HIOYTHTENIBHO PACTIAXHYJIH IBEPH, BITYCTHB B TOCTUHYIO HU3EHBKOTO MyXJIOTO MYKUUHY.
Edumus He cnepxaiia B310xa pa3oyapoBaHMs: OHA MPEJICTaB/sIa Mara ApyruM, BHICOKAM, CyXOTia-
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pbiM. OfieBasicss My)KUMHA TOXKE KaK CMa3JIMBbIA (DABOPUT KaKON-HUOYIb MPUHIIECCHI, STaKasl pai-
CKasl ITUYKA, OTHEBILIASCSA HA UMIIEPCKUX Xapyax. 3a Marom TEHbIO CJIEJOBAIN ABOE: DMMaHyJIb U
HE3HAKOMBIN MYKUMHA C OJIOKHOTOM B pyKax, HABEPHOE, CEKpeTaph.

— Ho6poro ytpa, namel! — no3gopoBasicsi BomeOHUK. — [lo3BosbTe mpencraButhes: Kion
Bapnyc, npuaBopHblii Mar ero Benudecta. C HalMM JIIOOE3HBIM MaKOPIOMOM BbI YK€ 3HAKOMBI.
ITomMuMoO Hero HaM MOMOTaeT rocoauH DpHECT XOMOC, CEKpeTapb BAOBCTBYIOILEH UMIIEPATPHLIbL.

Kron BeiOpasn He ydriiee oOpaiiieHue, 0 YeM emMy He TPEMHUHYIIM HATOMHUTh HECKOJTBKO OCTPBIX
B3MJIAI0B. Mar cMaxHyJl MX, CJIOBHO KPOIIKH CO CTONA, U OOBSICHUI AaJTbHEHIINE eUCTBUS:

— 4l crany mo ouyepear BbI3BIBATH BAC B COCEAHION KOMHary. ['ocnognn Xomoc, — cekperapb
MOKJIOHWJICS, — BCE TIIATEIBHO 3aIIPOTOKOIMPYET, & TOCHOAUH uabe TPOBOAUT YCIIEIIHO MPOIIe -
IIMX TPOBEPKY JEBYIIIEK B MapK, K €e MMIIepaTopcKoMy BesmuecTBy. OHa N3bsIBUJIA KeJIaHUE Ha IeHb
MIPUHSATH BAC B IITAT CBOUX (DPEIIIUH.

Bor u niepBoe ucrsitanue.

Edumus OpicTpo cocTaBuia TUIaH JEWUCTBUI: HE CHOPUTD, YIBIOATHCS, MPEeayNpeIruTebHO
UCTIONHSATH MOpy4eHus1. He Tak yk CJI0KHO JI1s1 TOI, KOTOpasi Tepresia HACMEIKH IEPEBEHCKUX MaJlb-
YHIIEK B MEPBbIE TO/IbI CCHUIKH.

— Bomnpocsl, 6apsiiHu?

Kron o6Ben B3rm1s10M cOOpaBIIMXCS U, YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYB, B COIPOBOXKICHUH CEKpe-
Tapsl yAaJIWICS B COCETHIO KOMHATy. YTo TaMm, pasrisjeTs He yIauoch: ABEPb ObICTPO 3aKPBUIH.
Bosne Hee crpaxem 3amep DMmaHyb. HarpacHO J0OONBITHBIE MPOCUIM MPUOTKPHITH TalHY,
MaKOP/IOM YIpSIMO Moyat. JIoKAaBIIMCh, TIOKA MPETEHIEHTKH YCIOKOSTCS, OH U3BJIEK W3 BHYT-
PEHHEro KapMaHa CIHCOK M Havasl BbI3BIBATH 10 OJHOM JEBYIIKe B anipaBUTHOM mopsiake. Myapo:
BCE PaBHbBI, HUKaKUX o0ua. Mupabenb oTripaBuiach nepBoi, Edpumus okazanace nocnequeit. Yem
MEeHbIIIe KaHUJATOK OCTaBaJIOCh B TOCTUHOM, TeM Oosibliie oHa HepBHUYAIA. Korna u Dnm3adet ckphbi-
JIach 3a JIBEPbIO, B Topiie U BOBCE pe3ko nepecoxyo. Uro Tam? Kak Bce mpoucxoaut? OOpaTHO HUKTO
HE BO3BpAIlajCs, 3HAUUT, KOMHATA [TPOXO/HASI.

WM BoT OHa ocTasack ogHa. ..

Edumus B BomHeHUH cMsiia 100Ky. B royoBy sie3nu MpauHbie MbIcid. Bapyr ropHudHble Taku
3arIsIHYJIM B Ba3y U HAIUM OyTBUIOUKY C HamepcTsHKoi? Torna HUKakoW MpOBEpKU HET, JEeBYIIEK
cpa3y MpOBOIWIIN B TIApK, a BOT Edpumuto qoxumancs kouo. O4eHsb yIoOHO — MpHKa3aTh Ha3BaTh
ee (pamMmimio ocaeaHel, YToObl Oe3 ITymMa apecToBaTh.

Hy BoT, OHa y’ke HaMaThIBaeT JIOKOH Ha navienl. Ecim qasplie Tak moiaer, HauHeT KycaTh HOI'TH.
HyXHO CpOYHO OTBIIEUBCSl, IEPECTaTh CTOJb SIBHO HEPBHUYATD.

Hakonen nmpo3Byuaiio:

— Jlenu Edpumus ®eppup.

JleByIiIka MoiHsIaCh M HAPOUUTO CIIOKOMHO HAIPABUJIACH K TOYTUTENILHO PACTIAXHYTOH JIBEPH.
3a Heill okazajcs He MopTal B MPEUCIIONHIO, Jake He Maruveckas J1adopaTopusi, a camblii OObIY-
HBI KaOMHeT. MUPHO THKAJIM Yachl, KOKETHUYAIM TMACTYIIKA M MAacTyX Ha KAMHUHHOW TOJIKe, COAep-
’KaHHO YJIBIOATCH CO CTEH JaMbl M KaBaJlepbl B CTAPMHHBIX Hapsigax. HUKakux compar, pasrHeBaH-
HOT'O MIMIIepaTopa U MBITOYHBIX TUCKOB. EpriMust OKMHYa OBICTPBIM B3IJISIIOM CTOM U C OOJIeTYeHUEM
BbIIOXHYA. Eciii Obl HANepCTSHKY HAIIUIM, TO BHICTABMIIM ObI Ha BceoOllee 0003peHre Kak IJIaBHBIH
MYHKT OOBUHEHHS.

Knon BapHyc paccrnabneHHO yCTpourIics B Kpeciie B JIeBOi yactu KomHathl. CripaBa, Ha HeOOb-
IIOM NOJNYME, 32KaTOM MeX ]y IOJIKAMU C KHUT'aMU, YTO-TO YCepIHO Iucai rocroauH Xomoc. [pu
nosieieHny E¢pumny oH Ha KpaTKUil MUT TIOJHSUT TOJIOBY M CHOBA YIIIyOWIIcs: B paboTy.

— IlpucaxuBaiitech, noxainyicra!

Knon ykazan neByiike Ha cBoOOOIHOe Kpecyio. Ero pa3BepHyu Tak, YTOObI CHICBIINI OKA3aJICs
JIMIIOM K TpuaBopHoMy Mary. [IpunepxuBas 100k, E¢pumus ocTOpoKHO OMycTUIach Ha Tpeasio-
’KEHHOE MECTO, TOOOPOB KEeJIAHUE CIOKUTH PYKU Ha KOJICHSIX.
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— Bcee pocratouno npocto. — Mar He cBOOWII IIPUCTAIBHOTO B3MJIA/A € ee JIMla. — Bam HyKHO
MOJTYaTh U HE ABUTATHCS IO MO KOMaHIbl.

U tonpko? Edpumus Obita 4yTouky pazoyapoBaHa. OHa monarana, Kiom mpokoneT e maerr,
CTaHeT U3y4arh IOJ1 JIyION €€ KPOBb.

Edumus kuBnyna:

— 4 roroga.

Ha camom pene oHa 10 apoxu 60su1ach rpsayIeid IpoOBEepKH.

Korpa Koz 3arien eii 3a cnivHy, IeBYyIITKa HAMEPTBO BLENMWIACH B TIOAJIOKOTHUKU Kpecia. Edu-
MU Jake 32)KMYPUJIach OT CTpaxa, HO MpoIia MUHYTA, APYras, a CTPAIIHbIE CI0BA HE TPO3BYYaIIH.
Kazanocs, BooO1ie Hu4ero He rmporcxoauTt. Epumust ocTopokHO CKOCHIIa T71a3a ¥ YIUBISHHO HAXMY-
pwiack. Kion Bogwn pykamu Bo3jie ee TOJIOBbl. Bpsia v oH gypauwsicst — 3puTesiell HET, BBIXOIUT,
AENCTBUTENILHO KOJIOBaI. McmyraBimce, 4To Mar IpoYnTaeT ee MbIciau, E¢umus npuHsiach Mbic-
JIEHHO CUYMTATh: HEKOTJa OHA TO JIM CIIBIIIANA, TO JIM YATaja O MOJOOHOM crocode COMTh C TOJKY
MeHTaa. Korza Bce 3aKOHUMIIOCH, IEBYIIIKA YcIiesna IoMTH 10 cta. Ko BepHyIics B Kpecyo U Bese
CEeKpeTaplo MOCTaBUTh BO3Je hammin Epumun «trdky».

— Bce B nopszke, musenqu, — 3aBepuit oH. — [IpoBepka — cymas popmaibHOCTh. He B 00y,
HO £ ellle He BCTpevasl HM OJHOM JKeHINMHbI-Mara. A eciu Ob1 Co3aaTenb BAPYT HAIeIIT PeACTaBu-
TEeJILHUILY CJIA00T0 MoJia JapoM, OHa Obl He TIPOIILIa OTOOP CTPOTrOl KOMUCCHHY.

— Besycnosno. — ['yOst onepeBeHenu, Ho Edumust cymena pa3aBuHyTh UX B c1a00M yiIbIOKe. —
41 He B oOuze. be3onacHOCTh MMITEpHK TIPEBBIIIE BCETO, BbI JIMIIIL BBITOTHSIIN CBOIO PadoTy.

[Ma6nonnas ¢ppasa ynana Ha GnaropatHylo mouBy. Eie HepaBHO oTcTpaHeHHbIN, Kito 3acust,
00paZlOBaHHBIN YBaXeHHEM K CBOEMY PEMecCiy.

— Byznere cmesTbes1, HO BB IepBasi, KTO MOHSUI CyTh IIPOLIEY Pbl, — MOKaJIoBasICs OH. — OcTab-
HbIE JIe/I TIOCYUTAIIH €€ UYyTh JIU He JTMYHBIM OCKOPOJICHUEM.

Haxe Mupabenb? OHa ckopee ymepia Obl OT CMYIIEHHS, HeKeId MocMesia KOH(IIMKTOBATh ¢
MPUABOPHBIM MaroMm.

— I[MpuckopbHO! — oX0THO BKIIOUMIack B 6eceny Edumust. YBbI, He 10 10OpoTe AYIICBHOM, a
13 KOPBICTHBIX MOOYKIEHUH — 3apyuuThes nopaepxkkoi Kinonga. — Vim ceoBaso Ob1 OoJiblie JymMath
00 umneparope, Hexenu o cede.

AXx, maiictep BapHyc, — OKOHUaTeIbHO BOIIUIA B POJIb IEBYIIKA, JasKe PyKaMU BCIUIECHYIA, — BB
Obl crtplmany ux pasroBops! CrutorHoe camomo6oBanue! Takoe BrieyatieHue, OyATo OHU POAMIUCDH
C KOpoHO# Ha ronose. OX, MPOCTHUTE, — y&Ke UCKPEHHE CIIOXBATHIIACh OHA, — TIPEK/Ie 51 He BCTpevasa
MaroB ¥ He 3HaI0, KaK K HUM 00paliaThCsl.

Brpyr Knon nopsiHuH, Toraa ee «Maictep» OCKOPOUTETBHO.

— Bce B nopsizike, — 3aBepul mar. — §I Toxe He COCTOI0 B POJICTBE C UMIIEPATOPCKON (haMUIHe.

[Mo6onTaB HemHoro ¢ Kiomom o TsKKOH J1051e 00BIYHOTO, MYCTh M HA/ICJIEHHOTO JIApOM YeJsio-
BeKa npu Bope, Epumus 6narononydHo nokrHyaa KOMHATY. HUKTO He criemmit ee apecTOBbIBATb.
VctHHOE TIPOUCXOKACHNE JIEBYIIIKM TIOKA TOKE OCTaBaIOCh TAHHOW 3a ceMblo nevyatsiMi. Briepenu
KJaJI0 MCIIbITAaHUE UMIIepaTpuliei-MaTephIo.

Wrak, otdop Havasics. IHTepecHo, Bce NeBYIIKY TOKUBYT A0 Oana OTkpeitus? Ceapmoe uyB-
CTBO TOJICKa3bIBAJIO, UTO €€ BEJMUECTBO AJIMCHSI OKAKETCsI CTPOKE BCEX Cyllel, BMECTe B3STHIX.

[NonacTe B mapk 13 OTBEJEHHOTO MPETEHAEHTKAaM Kpblla ObLIO JIETKO — JOCTATOYHO CITYCTUThCS
o ovepenHou jectHuile. OHa OKa3anach He CTOJb INMMPOKA, KaK BHUJCHHAS B TMEPBHIA JICHb, 0e3
CKYJIBIITYP M Ba30HOB, HO Toxe MpamopHas. CocpeloToueHHbIe IEeBYIIKM TTOKOPHO CIIEIOBAN 32
SMMaHy3JIeM, CIIOBHO NTEHLBI 32 YTKOM, Beyllel UX K BogoeMy. KTo-To 3ayunBai cioBa npuBeT-
CTBUS1, KTO-TO PENeTUPOBAJI PABIJIbHOE BhIpakeHHe uiia. [1apa MUHYT — ¥ IPETEHICHTKY yXe CTO-
SUTM BO3JIE YBUTOM TUTIOIOM apku. Epumust Bunena ee u3 oKHa CriaJIbHU.

— Ee BenmyecTBo yxke Tam? — BeJieB IEBYIIKaM 000k 1aTh, BA)KHO OCBEIOMMUIICS Y CTPAKHUKOB
SDMMaHyJTb.
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— [a, Munopsa, — MOYTUTESILHO OTBETHII CTApLIMiA IO 3BaHuI0. — [lapy MUHYT Kak.

— Kro ¢ neii ceronua?

— Jlenn Amanbduna u 6apoH Mapioy.

Maxopaom IOBOJIbHO KUBHY.JI M OOEPHYIICS K TIOJOTIEYHBIM.

— IlpaBuna obmieHus ¢ ee BeJTMYECTBOM MPOCTHL: TOOPOXKENATeIBHOCTh U YeCTHOCTh. Bam
TMIOBE3JIO C JIeKYPHOU (PpeiyiviHOM, Jienu AMaiib(puHa TOYHO HE YCTPOUT KaBep3. bapon Mapioy Bre
UTPbI, Y HEro HET CTaBJIEHHHUI] HA OTOOpE.

Edumvus e onmmodnack, dMManyi1s — BaxkHast purypa npu qeope. OHa He yauBHUIach Obl, eCiu
Obl OH TIOJICTPOMJI TaK, YTOOBI BO BpeMsI 3HAKOMCTBA C UMIIEPATPHILIEH TOIe Hee OKa3akCh HyKHbIE
JTHOIH.

Ee BenmuecTBO Mepwiia Imaramu IecyaHble JOPOKKM B IBeTHHKe. OH mpocTupajcs Ha
HECKOJIKO COT METPOB, Mopaxkasi BOOOpaXeHUe NMPUUYIUBBIMUA KPAaCKaMU U 3aTeIMBBIMU KOMIIO-
sunssvu. Cama uMneparpuiia Toxe OMcTana, CMeso coyeTala JMMOHHBIN 1IBET C OHUM U3 TeM-
HBIX OTTEHKOB 3eJIeHOro. Bomockl Anvcuu nopeenu 10 CpoKa, ¥ OHa MHOTO JIET HOCHJIA IIIMHBOH.
Bricokas, moutu kak Edpumus, numneparpuiia ymeno 6agaHCMpoBajia Ha IpaHy Tpy3HOCTH. bpusuiu-
aHTOBasi OpOIIb B BUJIE 3BE3/Ibl HA TPYAM W OpPUILTMAHTOBAs Ke AuaJeMa B BOJIOCAX KPACHOPEUMBO
0003HAYAITH CTATYC JKEHIIUHBL.

[No3agu nmmepaTpuiibl, MPAaKTUYECKH IIAr B IIar, CTYNaId COMPOBOXAAIOIINE: Ta camas JieJu
AwmanbduHa, Xygomasas JaMa CpeJHUX JieT, 1 6apoH Mapioy, pOBECHHMK MOKOWHOIO reHepasa
Bpoka. YyTh gasplie, 4ToObl HE MellaTh, CEMEHWIA CITyXkKaHKa, TOTOBasl B JIIOOYI0 MUHYTY TOJATh
CKJIQIHOE KPEeCJIO WM CTaKaH JMMOHA/IA.

— DMMaHy3J1b, IPYr MOM! — AJTMCHsI TPOCHSLIA TPU BUJIE MAXOPAOMa U pa3IpakeHHO MaxHyJia
cryTHUKaM. — OcraBbTe Hac!

Jlenn Amanbduna u 6apoH Mapioy MOKOPHO YIaTUJIKCh, HO HEe TIOTePSUT UMIIepaTpUIly U3
BUIY.

— Bame BenmuectBo!

BrikaspiBasi cBoe mouteHre, IMMaHyJ1b UyTh JIM HE TIOTNOJIaM COTHYJICSI U 00JIOObI3aI JIAIOHb
B JIalKOBOM nepuarke. Mimneparpuiia 4yTh NOBea JIa3aMU, U OH BBIIPSMUIICS, B3sU1 €€ O[] PYKY.

JleByliku neperisaHyIucb. MHoOrue ciesaiu BbIBOIBI, K KOTOPbIM 4yTh paHee npuiuia Edu-
MU

Bor Tebe u nmpocras onexnaa, yepHas yaudopma ciyr! Ha Hux, Mapku3 u rpacpuHb, uMIepa-
TpPUIIA B3IJISTHY/Ia XOIOAHO, MEJIbKOM, a K DMMaHYJTIO SIBHO OJIarOBOJIHIIA.

CrpaHHas mapoyka yJawiach K UACATbHO POBHOMY OockeTy. OHHM O YeM-TO COBEUIAJIHCh,
MepHOJMYECKH TIOCMATpHBasi Ha ydacTHUIL oTOopa. Ho BOT mMmeparpuiia KUBHY/IA, 1 DMMaHyJIb
BEPHYJICS K TMOIONIEYHBIM. [IeBYIIIKY MONarajim, OH Y4TO-TO UM CKaXeT, HO MaXopaoM Oe3 JIMITHUX
cJI0B OpOCHIT MX Ha pacTep3aHue MaTyIIKe MOTeHIIMATBHOTO KEeHHUXA.

YyactHuip! 0TOOpa, BCe KaK OJHA, 3aMEpiy B MOYTHTEIHHOM peBepaHce. Mimmeparpuiia He
Criermia ux nogHumarhk. OOMaxuBasch BeepoMm, OyATO Ha yJHIIe Iapuiia HeBooOpa3rmMasi xkapa, OHa
BIVISI/IBIBAJIACH B OIyIIeHHbIE JuIa. CJIOKHO CKa3aTh, YAOBJIETBOPUIM JIM €€ OTOOpaHHbIE KOMMC-
CUAMU KaHIUIJATKU. B paBHOﬁ CTCIICHU UMIICpaTpUlia MOIJIa CYECTh UX HUKYyIAa HE ITOAHLIMH )II/I6O
MOXBAIUTh. XOTSI HET, TyObl TAKM pa304apoBaHHO JporHyau. Kak Bcsikasi MaTh, OHa MCKajia ChIHY
UIeUTbHYIO0 Cynpyry. TakoBbIX, €CTECTBEHHO, B IPUPOJE HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO.

— Haneroch, Bbl OHMMaeTe, — 3aiiiesiecTeN TpaBuil, B TaKT €My YAApsUICS O JIaJ0Hb CIIOKEHHBIN
Beep, — IJie U 7S Yero Bbl HAaXOIUTECh, OCO3HAETE CBOM MTPaBa M 0OS3aHHOCTH.

Borpoc He TpeboBan oTBeTa, M UMIIEpATpHIIA TPOAOIKIIA, TPOXaKUBASCh TIepel] yJacTHHU-
1amMu oToopa:

— Iomacts crona — GobInas ynaya, HO Bbl JOJKHBI IIPHJIOKUTh BABOE OOJIBIIE YCUITUMN, YTOOBI
ocratbcs. S peuiriia B3IJIAHYTHL Ha BaC IPEKAC CbIHA, ‘ITO6LI HCIIPaBUTbL BO3MOKHBIC OH_II/I6KI/I
OTOOPOYHBIX KOMHUCCHI rpadcTB. KpacoTsl MM IPOUCXOKASHHUS MaJlo, Bbl JOJKHBI OKa3aTh, 4TO
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JOCTOMHBI BBICOKOTO cTaTyca. Te, KOoro s COuTy MepcrneKTUBHBIMY, IMO3aBTPAKAIOT 3aBTPa C MMITepa-
TOPOM.

Anucus Besena Ciy)KaHKe MPUHECTH CTYI1 U ¢ KOM(OPTOM YCTPOMJIACh MOCPEIN JOPOKKU.
[To3zamu Hee, CJIOBHO CTpaxka, 3aMepiu Jean AManbduHa u 6apon Maproy.

JleByIIKY mo-npekHeMy OalaHCHpOBAIX B HEYIOOHOH 103€e: CAMOBOJIBHO BBIPSIMUTHCS OHU
HE MOIJIN.

— JIoBOJIbHO! — CMHJIOCTUBIJIACH MMITEPATPHILIA, KOT/IA HOTM O€IHSKEK HAdaslv JAPOXaTh OT
HarpspkeHus. — Hactosimast stem criocoOHa He JBUraThcsi MUHyTaMu. Terepb MOAXOQUTE 1O OTHOM
— MPHIIUIO BPeMsI 3HAKOMHTBCS.

B psapax neByliek HaMETWIOCh 3aMelIaTeIbcTBO. B uTore nepsoil Beinuia dpHectuHa Jlaccu
— €MHCTBEHHAs TepIIOTMHS B COHMe rpaduHb, MapKu3, OapoHecc 1 OObIUHBIX Jiequn. OHa Herpu-
HYKJEHHO CKJIOHWUJIACh B CTOJIb HU3KOM peBEpaHce, YTO €/1Ba He MoJMeSIa BOJIOCAMU IECOK. 3aTeM
BBINIPSIMUJIACH ¥ CKPOMHO TOTYIIHJIA B30D.

— IlpencraBbrech, MUJIOUKA, PACCKAKUTE, YTO COUTETE HYKHBIM, M MPOHIUTECH OTCIONA. .. —
Nmneparpuiia HeHamoaro 3aaymManack. — BoH 1o Toit kiiymObl. Kocornanast HeBecTka MHe He HyKHa.

Kto OB cOMHeBasICs, TEpIIOTMHS XOAMIA TaK, YTO HE paciuiecKana Obl KyBIIMH C BOJOW Ha
rojioBe. ['oBopuiia OHa TOXke TOJILKO TO, YTO OT Hee XOTeJ M yciblmaTh. OHa-[ie cYacTivBa OKa3aTbCs
31ech U HaIleeTcsl MPUBJICYb BHUMAHKE €ro BeJIMUeCTBa.

[Tpumep reprorvHM MOAXBATHIIM OCTalbHble. OHU HarepeOol Menu, Kak Ipe3wiu 00 umre-
parope, CKOJIbKO XOpPOUIETO CJBILAIN O ero Marymke. E¢pumun xotenoch HapylmMTh CJAaJOCTHBIN
XOp, HO, CIIeJysl 3arOTOBJIEHHOMY TLJIaHY, OHA TOXe MPUTBOPUIIACH BIIOOJIEHHOW COMCKATEIbHUIICH.
JleByika He 3a0bUla TIOAYEPKHYTh, YTO TAKOW IIAHC BBIMIAAECT pa3 B KHU3HH, W €, OOBIYHON JIeIH,
Ja’e He MPUXOIUJIOCh O HEM MEUTaTh.

— Bbl 0ueHb BbICOKaS.

OnsTe MO BbIPAXKEHUIO JIMLIA HE TOWMEIlIb, YIPEK 3TO WM KOMILUTUMEHT.

— 41 moma B OTIa, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO.

OnacHasi, CKOJIb3Kasi TeMa, HO B HEKOTOPBIX CIIydasix JIyyllle cKa3aThb [paBy.

— JKenmure syyiiie ObITh HUKE MYKYUHBI, OHAKO BBl HETIJIOXO OBl CMOTpENHCH psijioM ¢ Bap-
aeHoM. Mo¥ ChIH BBICOKHMH, OOBIYHBIE TAPTHEPILIN €MY TIO I1JIeYO.

Edumus ymam ceonm He noBepuiia. Ee Tonbko uTo Beiaenmin! B3rsiap! 3akIIATHIX OAPYT 11O
oTOOpy npoxurany cnuny. Ecim Os1 Moru, oHu ykopotuim Osl EpriMuio Ha ros1oBy.

Mmneparpuiia KMBKOM ToJIOBBI OTITYCTWJIA JAEBYUIKY UM 3aHsuiach cienyiouiei. [loka Bce 1o
xoporto. Ee Benn4ecTBo NpUsTHO YIUBUJIO TO, YTO HE TIPUIIIOCh HUKOTO BHIOPAKOBATh.

— Hanmo ke, — oOparunack oHa K jeau AmanbguHe, — ymeloT, Koraa 3axoTat! TyT MoKHO
BBIOpATh MPUINYHYIO HEBECTKY. A BBI KaK cunTaere?

dpeiinyHa YMpPKHYJIA B3MJISIOM 0 HAMTPSKEHHBIM JIMIIAM ¥ KMBHYJIA:

— Xopolue JeBYIIKH, Ballle BETIEeCTBO.

— A BHI KaK cunTaere, 6apoH?

— Ha mecre ero BenmyecTBa st Obl )KeHUJICS Ha BCEX Cpasy, — MOMIYTHII Maprioy.

— Toraa mommycTUM BceX, MYCTh TOTOBSATCS] K MPOTOKOJIBHOMY 3aBTPaky. 3allOMHHTE, TIEpBOE
BIIEUYATJICHUE MOKHO TPOU3BECTH JIUIIb €JMHOXK /b, — HAITYTCTBOBAJIA KAHAWAATOK UMIIEpaTpHIIa. —
Ha Bac cranyt cmotpets, ouieHuBath. Hazeioch, — cTporo 1o0aBuia oHa, — TaHIIEBaTh BCE YMEIOT?

— Jla, Bare BEJIMYECTBO, — APYKHO OTBETHIIN JEBYIIIKH.

AnHcHs XOJIOMHO YIIBIOHYIACh U BCKOJIb3b OOpPOHMIIA:

— Komy-T0 13 Bac co BpeMeHeM MpeICTOUT Ha3bIBATh MEHsI «MaTyHIKOW». Bo3MoxkHO.

U Bce, ee Benn4ecTBO, MOTEPSIB BCAKUI MHTEPEC K yYaCTHUIIAM OTOOPA, TIOBEPHYJIACh K HUM
CIIMHOM
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Edumus ucnbitana sierkoe pazouapoBanue. OHa rOTOBUJIACh TEPIETh B3IOPHYIO CTAPYXY BECh
ZIeHb, a Ta OrPAaHUYMIIACh OT CUJIBI YacoM. CrminkoM Jierkoe ucnbitanue! C apyroii CTOpOHsI, BCTpeya
C UMIIepaTpUIIell — BCEro JIMIIb Pa3MUHKA, BIIEpeIH ka1 Oa ¥ MPOYre UCTIBITAHUS.
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I'maBa 8

— I cebe ero coBceM IpyruMm IMpeACTaBIsIa, — Yy Th CIBIIIHO NporenTtana Mupabeib.

['poMye Hesb3sl, B OTPOMHOM, CUSIOIIEH cepeOpOM CTOJIOBOM ¢ BaKHBIMH JIMBPEHHBIMH JIaKe-
SIMU 32 CIIMHKAMHU CTYJIbEB HEIIPEMEHHO KTO-TO YCJBIIIMT. A €CJIU YCIBIIIUT, TO MOPAAYyeTCs: OTHOM
conepHuliell MeHblle. HeyBakeHre K ero BeJIMUYeCTBY — BECOMOE OCHOBAHUE HEMEIJIEHHO OTIIpa-
BUTbCS MIAKOBATh BEILH.

— Kakum xe?

Edumus nokocuiack Ha MMIIepaTopa, CTapaTeIbHO He 3aMeyast Ipyroro My K4uHy, CUIEBIIETO
10 MpaBylo pyKy oT Bapaena. [lonyuasocs... [la Hu4ero He nomnyyauoch, 1o npasje ropops. E¢pu-
MHUS$1 OCTPO OLIYIIAJIA €ro MPUCYTCTBHE, 3/IMJIACh U CMYILAlack oqHOBpeMeHHo. [loxainyii, BriepBbie B
’KM3HM OHa paToBaJla 3a CTPOroe CoOM0IeHNe ABOPIIOBOTO STHKeTa. Kak MOKHO O3BOIUTH KAKOMY-
TO rpady 3aHATh NOYETHOE MECTO pAJOM ¢ MoHapxoM! C OTHOM CTOPOHBI MaThb, ¢ Apyrou — oH. Crio-
KOWHO ecT, 0 4eM-To OecenyeT ¢ repuoruseit Jlaccu. IToxoxe, oHu 1aBHO 3HakoMBbl. Ecm Tak, Mecto
uMIepaTpuiibl yxe 3aHaTo: Edpumus He comHeBanach, JleHap npoasuHet cBoio npotesxe. He ynep-
’KaBILKCh, OHA Ma3HYJIa B3MJIJOM 10 TOYEHOMY IPOMUITIO U Cpa3y OTBEPHYJIACh.

—Dddu, Thl TaK BUJIKY cloMaelllb! — oxHyna Mu-padesb.

JeByiika moprayia. OHa He 3aMeTWsIa, Kak CTUCHYIA Najblbl. YJbIOHyBIIMCh, Epumus pac-
ciabuiia MbImnel. Ha Koxke ocranich BMATHHBL, B TOYHOCTH TTOBTOPSIBIIME Y30Pbl CTOJIOBOTO TTPH-
oopa.

— HepHuuaio, — cMy1ieHHO ynbiOHynack Epumus.

Eme Obl, He KaX/Abli J€Hb 3aBTPaKaellb C TeM, KOr0 COOMpaenIbesi yOuTh!

— Tak 4to Tam ¢ uMIieparopomM? — MocHenIMIa OHa BEPHYTh Oecely B O€30MacHOe pycio. —
[Tpu3zHaBaiics!

VYyacTHu1BI 0TOOPA B CHITY €CTECTBEHHBIX TPUYMH Pa3OMIMCh Ha rpynnku. Epumus okaszanachk
B Tpolike ¢ Mupabens 1 Dnmm3adet. O6e eif HpaBIIHCh, TO3TOMY B OOIIEHUU C HUMHU OHa C JIETKOCTBIO
NEpeIIa Ha «ThD».

— 4 nonarana, oH crapiue. Haneioch, — KOH-uMKH yiieit Mupabesb opo30Best, — 3T0 He OYeHb
TJIyIo?

Bmecro oTBera cuzeBias 1o gpyryio pyky Dnu3ader 0O0ApsIole MoxJjionaia ee Mo miedy 1
B3su1ach 3a Epumuro. Ta enBa He nogaBuiace, Koraa Ao4b rpaga Kra JyKaBo 3aMeTHIIa:

— Mensa tpeBoxutr Hama Dddu. MHTepecHo, o yem wim 0 KoM oHa 3agymanack? Ect kak
NTUYKA, BUIKH — JIOMAET.

— OO nmMrieparope, KOHEUHO. B oTiimuume ot Bac, s BUjena ero TojbKo Ha rpasiopax. CTpaliHo
10 KyTH!

Kak xoporiio, 4to MOXXHO Bcera puKphIThest UMeHeM Bapnena. U Benp umcras npasaa, Oyay-
111ee MpeJCTaBIEHNE ero BEJMUYECTBY OT3bIBAJIOCH IPOXKBIO B KOJICHSIX.

— Ox, 1 MHe Tak cTpaiiHo! — noaxsaruia Mupadeins. — Uto, ecnu s onozopiock? OH NOAOMIET,
3aroBOPUT, & y MEH: CJIOBA U3 roJioBbl BbUIETAT. Kyna MHe o cBeTckux jibBULL! ] miiymnas, oten Bceraa
MIOBTOPSJI, YTO U3 IOCTOMHCTB — OHO JIMUYMKO.

— MeHblue 00 3TOM AyMaii, — MOCOBETOBaIA DIU3a0€T U OTIPaBUIIA B POT OYEPEIHON KyCOUueK
TBOPOKHOM 3alleKaHKU C SATOIaMH.

W3 Bceit Tpoultibl TOJIBKO OHA JIepKajach TaK, CJIOBHO 3aBTPAKAeT B CEMEMHOM KpYTYy, a He MO
NIepeKPECTHBIM OTHEM IJIa3 BCEro ABOPA BO IVIaBe ¢ UMIlepaTpULieli-MaTephIo.

— Tebe-To xopoI110, — HAKMHYJIach Ha Hee Mupadenb, — Tede 3aMyK HH KareJbKi He XOUeTCsl.

— He xouercs, — noareepawiia Dnauszader. — 3aT0 OTell CIUT U BUAUT MEHS MMIlepaTpULIeH.
Camu noHMMaeTe, MPOMCXOK/ICHNE HAaKJIaAbIBaeT HEKOTOPhIe 0053aTesIbCTBRA.

46



O. PomanoBckas. «MHe HyKHO TBOE «Ja»»

Edumus, nompaunes, orBepHynack. OHa 3Hasa. Ee 00s13aTesIbcTBO — HE TOSIBIIATHCS B APUCTO-
KpaTU4eCcKOM KpyTy.

Ckopeii bl BCEe 3aKOHYMIIOCH !

Barsi cam coOoii BHOBB 0OpaTuiics K iepBoMy MUHHCTPY. Kak BhicOko OH Bo3Heccs! Obormen
poaHio Bapzena, 3a/1BUHY/ T Ha BTOpPOM TUIaH Tex ke repuoroB Ilapckux. Y Hero HaBepHsKa MOJIHO
HeJoOpoKesaTesel, HUKTO He YIUBHJICS Obl, €CJH Obl [TOCIIe BOH TOW Yaiiku Kode JleHap 3akanuisiics
u Oosbine He BcTal. Meutsl, Meutsl! Huuero ¢ nepBbIM MUHHUCTPOM HE CITyUUTCSI.

Kak ke oHa 60s1ach 1 OJHOBPEMEHHO *kejaia ero BuaeTh! Epumvus ve cymeer youts Jlenapa.
[Mopa npu3HATHCS B IOCTHIIHOM CIa0OCTH M IPUAYMATh OPYyrou 1iaH MecT. Harpumep, pa3noObITh
KOMITPOMETHpYIolIre Tpada TOKyMEHThl U TOJIOKUTh Ha CTOJ mmrmeparopa. s atoro npuaercs
MOCTaparhCes, cTath (haBOPUTKOM OTOOpA.

N Tyt OH mocMoTpesn Ha Hee.

Edummio 000XKI710 X0700M IPEUCHIOTHEN, CTaJIO TPYAHO ABIIATh. ['yJIKO CIJIOTHYB, OHA CKJIO-
HWIACh HAaJl TAPEJIKOM, clieaB BUI, OyATO yBJIe4eHa N3bICKAMU MECTHOM KyXHH. JIeHap Bce He OTBO-
aui B3rIsAa. Heykenu 4To-To mouyBCTBOBA?

«Yro, eciim oH y3Haer? Eciu yke 3HaeT?» — MONOTOYKaMu OMIIOCHh B TojioBe. Toraa KOHerl.
Ee He mpocTo BBICTaBAT ¢ OTOOpPA, 3TO MYCTSIK, rpad) OKOHYATEILHO pa3pylInT KU3Hb MaTepH, TETH,
Awnnbl. U camoii Epumun. Bapyr ee ornpassar Ha smacpot?

JleByIlIKa MpaKTUYIEeCKH 3a/ipIXaack OT cTpaxa. [IoMor mIOoTOK KPerkoro apoMaTHoro Kode.

— ThI mokpacHena, a oTom nodsneaHena. — Bee ata Dmm3ader nogmeuana! — OH 1eHCTBUTETBHO
CUMIIATHUYHbIH, BI0OABOK XOJIOCTSIK.

— HepoctaTouHO cUMIaTHYHBIN, €CM He HOCUT KOPOHBI, — OTHIyTHIachk E¢pumus. — Haomu-
Halo, /151 BCEX HAC CYILIECTBYET BCETO OIMH MYXKUYHMHA — UMITIEpaTop.

Jla otBepHMCH ThI, OTBepHUCH! Heyxenu reproruHs Hegocraroyno xopoma? Mmm ta GnoH-
nvHKa B mioBom? Ha mecte Jlenapa Edumus Obl ¢ Hee 11a3 He CITycKaia.

JleBy1IKy pazoOpasa 3710CTh. XOpOIIO, He XOUYeT caM, OTBEpPHETCs OHa. Yl XBaTUT ragarh, 3HaeT
oH um HeT. Coyc K ATy mamoT OecriofgodeH, naxe eciu JleHap HaMepeH ee Ka3HUTh, Epumus chect
BCE 10 MOCTIEAHEN Karliu.

— OH uger ciona! — B3BOJTHOBAaHHBIM ITIETIOTOM cooOrmmia Mupabes.

Edumus Tonpko 4ygoM He TIOoCTaBUjIa Ha TUIAThe KMPHOE MATHO. BHYTpH 0Opa3oBascsi CHExX-
HBI KoM. Kakoro Tpyna el cTomsio cOXpaHSATh BHEIIHee CIIOKOMCTBHE, KOTja Cepiiie KOJOKOJIOM
yXajo B rpyau!

Bce 6mxe u 6mmke. HecoMHeHHO, TIEpBbIA MUHUCTP HAITPABJISUICS UMEHHO K HUM.

Kak e He xoTenoch B TIOpbMY! «f He monaay Tyaa, He onaay! — MbICJIEHHO TOPSYeYHO Ier-
tasna Epumust. — Carot Bepacuid, 3aimmru, oTBequ pyKy MpecTymHuKa!»

JleByIlIKa CIMHOM OIIyTHJIA: OH 31ech. Bce 3To Bpems OHa craparenbHO u300pakaia, OyaTo He
3ameuaet JleHapa. Ceiiuac 3TO CTalI0 HEMPWJIMYHBIM, MPUIIUIOCH OTIOKUTH PHOOPHI U U300Pa3UTh
MPUBETIUBBI MHTEPEC: HE KAKABIN JEHb PSAZIOM C TBOMM CTYJIOM CTOUT MEPBbIA MUHUCTP UMIIEPUH !

— Ilambl, IO3BOJIBTE 3aIJIQAUTH OIUIOIIHOCTD CIIYT U BPYYUTh BaM KapTOUKH.

Ot Gmuzoctu JleHapa no koxe pazoeranuch Mmypamiku. Epumus ciplinana ero poBHOE Jibxa-
HUE, CJIMIIKOM CIIOKOMHOE /IJIsI UeIOBEKa ¢ HEUUMCTOM COBECThIO. TOHKMI apoMart OfIeKOJIOHa JypMa-
HOM MPOHMKAaJT B HO3/1pu. Kazasocs, ere HEeMHOTo — 1 OHa 33/I0XHETCSI.

— Bam mutoxo? — I'pac oOpatui BHIMaHWE Ha CTPAHHBIN [IBET €€ JIMIA ¥ HAIlPSIKEHHBIH, CJIOBHO
MEPEKOILLIEHHBIN CIIa3MOM POT.

— HymHo. — Epumust ¢ TpynoM pacciaduiia OKaMEeHEBIIE MBIIIIIIBL. — A ellle TaK BOJTHUTEIBHO.
S1 3 MPOBMHIIMY, MUJIOPIT, OyKBAJIBHO OCJIeTIIeHa OJIeCKOM JIBOpIia, O0ICH IOMYCTUTh KaKyl0-HAOY/Ib
OTUIOITHOCTb.

Jlenap BeJen ciyre OTKpBITh OKHO U 3aBEPHJI, UTO JEBYIIKE HEUEro OOSAThCS:
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— HukTo He ynpeKkHeT Bac 3a eCTeCTBeHHOe B MOAOOHBIX ciydasix cMmsiteHue. [loka s1 He BUKY
HUKAKUX OCHOBAHWM /ISl CTPAXOB.

— Braronapro, mwtopa. — JloimkHa ke oHa OblIa YTO-TO OTBETUTH?

Edumus ocropoxHO okocuaachk Ha rpada u yoenuiack: OH HUUEero He 3anono3pui. Pas taxk,
MOXHO BBIIOXHYTb U TIOCJIyIIIaTh, 3a4eM IMOHAIOOMIMCh TAMHCTBEHHBIE KapTouku. Ha moBepky oHM
OKa3aJIMCh Pa3IMHOBAHHBIMHU JIMCTAMH IJIOTHOM OyMaru ¢ UMIepaTtopckuM BeHseneM. LIBer kapro-
YeK MOBTOPsT LIBET JIeHT AeBylek. Eciu EpumMus Bce mpaBMIbHO TOHSIIA, OHU CPOIHM KYpPHAITY
yCTIEBAEMOCTH, TOJIbKO 3aIMCH B HUX 3aHOCHJI HE YUHTellb, 2 UMIiepatop. Pazymeercsi, OH He CTaBUI
orMmeToK. Ecny mpeTeHeHTKa HpaBUIach MOHApXy MJIM OH XOTEJI OCTaBUTh €l KaKoe-TO MOCIIaHue,
TO TIPOCHJI TIPEIbSIBUTH KAPTOUKy. B (prHame 0TOOpa KOJIMYECTBO 3aMMceil MOACYUTAIOT M HAUYUCTIAT
JOTIOJTHUATEbHbIE OUKH.

— Takske Kakast U3 Bac MOMYYUT IIaHC MPOBECTH Beuep C ero BesmvecTBoM. Kak MuHUMYM
omuH. — Kakoe cuactbe, uro Jlenap oOparmaincs k Dnu3adet, Ha BpeMs octaBuB Edummio B okoe. —
OuepeaHOCTb BCTpeY onpeesnsiercs uMreparopoM. OH MOXKET CaMOCTOSITENTBHO BHICKA3aTh jKeJIaHHe
YBUZIETHCSI C BaMH WM TIepeaTh NpUIJIallieHue Yepes CIIyry.

I'pacpa TaAroTMIA HaBsA3aHHAsS eMy posib. VI3 monmTHKa OH peBpatuiics B cBaxy. OnHako JleHap
He Mor OpOCHTh Apyra JeTCTBa Ha pacTep3aHue MPETeHICHTOK, MO3TOMY TepIeInBO pa3 3a pa3zoM
OOBSICHSUT TIPaBUJIa, OTBEYAJT HA BOMPOCHI.

Crownio nepBoMy MUHHCTPY OTONTH, Kak Du3adeT oOparuiia BHUMaHUeE MOAPYT Ha TePIIOTHHIO
Jlacen:

— IlepBas cuaciMBuLa yke onpeenuiachk. Bunure nepcreHb nopepx KapTouku DPpHECTUHBI?
CoMHEBAIOCh, YTO 9TO €€ COOCTBEHHBIN.

— Bor u xoporio, — ¢ oberdyeHreM BblIOXHYJIa Mupabens. — He xoTena Obl 1 oka3aTbCs B
NepBbIX psAaax!

— Torpa cpasy noes:xaii gomoit. Haio Meurars 0 nepcTHsx, IiaTkax v MpovYrX 3HaKax BHUMa-
HUS, @ He OTCUAETHCA B YTOJNKe. Y TeX, KOro MO30BYT B MOCJIEAHIO OYepe/ib, IAHCOB Ha KOPOHY C
T'YJIBKUH HOC. SICHOE /1e/10, Hadau ¢ DPHECTUHBI, HEJTApOM eil BBITaJl OeJIblid 1IBeT.

— Otkypa Tbl 3Haelb? — HaxMypuiach Epumus.

BrIxonut, mprucBOEHHbIE YYaCTHHUIIAM 1IBETa HE CITyYaiHbl ¥ YTO-TO OOO3HAYAIIH.

Anu3abeT co B3JOXOM 3aKaTuia Irjasa.

— D¢ddu, na oHa cBOEl JEHTOW U KApTOUKOW B TOH B OOIIEW TOCTHMHOW XBacTajach. Mor,
caMblil OJ1aropoIHbINA IBET U BCAKOE Takoe. Sl ele BO3MYyTHIIACh, YTO BCEM KapTOUKU BHIIAJIH, & O
Hac 3a0bUTH. A ThI Iie Oputa?

— I'ynsana, — npocronyiHo npusHanack Epumus.

Hy He HpaBuiics il yCTpOEHHBI B OHHOW M3 KOMHAT CAJIOH, JIydilie OpOJUTh B OIMHOYECTBE,
YeM COPEBHOBATHCS B STJOBUTHIX YKOJIAX C YJIBIOKOH Ha ycTax. Mupabesnb Tya Toxe He 3arisiapBaia,
yntasia y ceds. OHa npuBesna mapy JoOOBHBIX POMaHOB. BUIMMO, yuniach y reporMHb UCKYCCTBY
00OJIBIICHUSI.

— Hanesnack noBctpevats ero BenmdectBo? Mmu rpada Mutaca? — noOpOAyIIIHO YKOIOIa Diu-
3a0eT. — He kpacHeil, Ha 0TOOpe eCTh He TOJIBKO IJIaBHbINA NPU3, HO U YTEIIUTEIbHBIE.

— JI71s1 MeHS CYIIECTBYET TOJIbKO OfIMH XKEHUX — UMIIEpaTop, — HEMHOTO pe3ye, YeM CJIeJJOBaJIO,
Bospaswia Epumus.

ANneTuT OKOHYATeJbHO MPOMaJl, OHA JICHUBO KOBBIPSUIACh B Tapeske. Brpouem, He TOJBKO
Edummio Tarotun napaaHeiii 3aBTpak. TyT nmapuim cMeprenibHask CKyKa U Mopa3uTesIbHas TUIIMHA,
HapyIaemMasi JIMIIb peAKkuMu Ienotkamu. axe Jlenap obmascs ¢ reproruHeit Jlaccn Brosrosnoca.
ScTpeOuHBII B3I MMITEpaTPULIBI-MATEPH OJTy:K/1aJ1 110 JIMIIAM COMCKATEJIbHUL], BHIICKMBAsI MaJlei-
1mve u3bsiHbL. M3peika oHa WM ee ChIH OOpaITUCh K JIEBYIIKAM C KaKUM-HUOYIb BOIIPOCOM.

Ho Bot HakoHel mbITKa 3akoH4YMIachk. Kak mosaraercsi, poBHO TOraa, KOrjaa uMmeparop mpo-
MOKHYJI I'yObI casipeTKOM. [pyKHO 3acKpHIIesu CTyJbsi. MOHApX ele pa3 XOJIOAHO BBIPA3UJI YAOBOJIb-
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CTBHE OT 3HAKOMCTBA C JIEBYILIKaMH U yaanwics. B cneqyomuii pa3, coBceM CKOpO, MM MTPEACTOSIIIO
yBUzIeTbCsl Ha 6amy OTKpHITHS.

— HakoHel1-To MOHO BHITUTIOHY Th ITAJIKY, & TO y MEHSI yKe CITMHa pa3001esiach, — MoKajJoBaslach
Mupalenb, KOrja UMIIEPaTOPCKasi CEMbsl CO CBUTOH yIAJIMIIUC.

— A y MeHs OT yAbIOKM CBOJMT CKYJIbI, — HoaxBaTtuia E¢pumus.

HeBymiku apyxHO npbicHY M. [lapa KOHKYpeHTOK OCyXAalolie Mmokocuiach Ha Hux. [Tyckai,
OHU HUYETo He HapyIIWIIH.

Edumvun octpo He xBatano Arabl. OHa ObI OTBJIEKJIA OT MBICTIEl O TpsayeM Oase. [leBymika
XKYTKO TiepexuBaia. Bapyr oHa Hagenaer ormmoOok? HykHO ObITh MA€AIBHOM, YTOOBI MTOYYUTh TIPH-
[JIallleHre Ha PaHEBY C UMIIEPATOPOM.

MupaGesnb HeYJIOBUMO HAIOMHHAJIA CECTPY, IOITOMY OHH CAPYKHIJIHCH. DIMU3a0€eT, B CBOIO OUe-
penb, mpakTuiecku onmmsHer camoit E¢pumun. Toil, KoTopoii 661 OHa BBIpOCIIa, €ci Obl OTeIT He CBsi-
3aJiCcs ¢ MATEKHUKAMU.

— ThI He MPOTUB, E€CJIU MBI 3arJITHEM B OMOTMOTEKY ? — npeiyioxuia Mupadesb v, CMyTUBIIIUCH,
nosicHua: — $1 6e3 KHUrK 3aCHYTh HE MOTY, a CBOH YK€ IPOYHTAIIA.

— Jlyuriie ObI TTPOTYJISIACH, — MOKaYaJia roJIoBOM Jn3ader.

Edumus nogomnuia K OKHy ¥ OCTOPOKHO OTOJBUHYJIA 3aHABECKY.

— [Noxanyit, ceituac s conuaapHa ¢ Muppoi. § He ropio kejJaHrueM XOIUTh C IIOCTHOW MUHOMN
— ee BEeJIMYECTBO KaK pa3 OTMpaBWiIach Ha Nporyaky. Otcuaumcs B OMOMHOTEKe U TOMIeM Tocie
MMIIePATPUIIBL.

[TyTh K 3HAHUAM OKa3aJICs] TEPHUCT: KOTA JAEBYIIKH JJ0OPAIUCh IO LIEJIU, OHHU Pa3 JAECTh MPO-
KJIsUTM KaOnmyku. Mydenus toro crowmi. Y Edumun pazoexanich 11aza oT oOmivst KHUT. BoT Obl
Awnny ciona! OHa, kak u MupabeJib, 000kaia YuTaTh, TOJIBKO BOT C I0XogaMu BpoKoOB OoJIbIIe 0OJHOTO
TOMMKA B rof] He Kynuiib. [{71s1 uMreparopa KHATH, 6€3yCIOBHO, HE POCKOIIb, OH CKyMaJ UX JecsT-
KaMH, €CJI1 He COTHSIMH.

JleKOoprpOBaHHBIH MOJ, CTAPUHY CBOAYATHIN 3211 OMOIMOTEKH Kazacsi OeckoHeuHbIM. [ToBciony
paccraBuiM ynoOHbIe AMBaHUMKU. [IprcTaBHbIE TeCEeHKH OMOrany 6e3 Tpyaa AocTaTh (DOJTMAHTHI C
BepxHHX MMOJIoK. [Toka Mupabens ¢ momoIpio Dnu3ader BeIOUpaia pPOMAaHTUIECKOE YCIIOKOUTEITh-
Hoe, Epumus rynsuta mexay psaamu 1yooBbeix mikacgoB. OHa mbITasach BCIIOMHHUTH, KaKOW Oblla
OuOIMOTEeKa B X MpEeXHEM JoMe. B rojioBe BCIUIbIBaJIa TOJNBKO Jiamria C 3eJieHbIM adaxypom. o
MPOHUU CyIbOBl HA OTOOpPE el BhIIAIM UIMEHHO 3€JIeHYIO JICHTY.

JKasp, B umniepatopckoii OMOIMoTeke HeT KHAT 00 0TOOpax, 3aTO HAMIETCs KOe-4To JIpyroe.
JeBy1ika BopoBaro orsienack. [longpyru nanexko, CiopsT 0 Xy10’KeCTBEHHOM LIEHHOCTU OYepe/IHOM
MIO3MBI, JPYTUX YUTATENel HET, MOXKHO MONpoOoBaTh. be3ycinoBHO, UMsI OTILIA MOIJIM BBIMAparh, HO
Edumus Hagesnace, rie-to OHO COX PaHHUJIOCh.

— Hukro He moOHUT UCTOpUIO! — YCMEXHYJIach JEBYIIKA, OTHICKAB HYXKHBIE CTEJUIAKH B CAMOM
AajgbHeM yriy oubamnoteku. — Jloau npearnounTaoT HabuBaTh COOCTBEHHbIE IIMIIKH, a HE YIUThCS
Ha Yy)KHMX OIIUOKax.

Edumvus npodexanack rmazamu mo kopemikam. Bee He To, oomwe Tpyapl. OHa ooxoauia mkad
3a mKapom, MoKa HaKOHEI] He OCTAaHOBUJIACh. TaM 3a CTEKJIOM X paHWJIMCh OIMHAKOBbIE TPOCTEHbKHUE
KOpUYHEBbIE TOMa. BOCMOIb30BaBIIMCh TPUCTABHOM JIECTHUIIEH, JEBYIIKA U3BJIEKJIA C TIOJIKUA XPO-
HUKY 32 HykHbI rof1. [Tansiiel ee qpoxanu. K rimazam nogcrynuim criessl. [Tapy pas mmMbIrHyB HOCOM,
Edumus otorHana npu3paky MpoIwioro 1 yriayowiack B uteHne. Bot oHa, Ta camas BoiiHa. Toraa
reHepaia bpoka nmpoBo3riacuim repoem, 4ToObl MOTOM CAENATh MpeaaTesieM.

CpaxeHus, OTepH, MOJUTUKA — U HUYETO O JOAAX. XOTs HeT, BOT. Edpumus ynsiOHyaach.
Taku He BbIMapaiu, He XxBaTuiio ayxy. «[locie B3si1 AMapd, 3acTaBUB BpaKeCKyl0 apMHIO KaruTy-
JIMPOBATh», — TPOUUTAIIA MTOCJIETHIO CTPOUKY AeBYIIKA. [IpUKpHIB 171432, OHA BOCKPECHIIA B TTAMSITH
o otia. Kak skecroko Bpemsi! CKOpo OHO TIOJHOCTBIO cOTpeT 0bpa3 DBaHa bpoka. OH Benpb He
cHzeN 1oMa, OOJBIIYIO YacTh Tof1a MTPOBOIMII B Ka3apMax, Cliopax ¢ MUHUCTPaMH WM Ha TIoJie OpaHH.
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[Torpyxennas B nanekoe mpouuioe, E¢pumus He cpady paccipliaia 4yxkue Iard, a Korma
TMIOHsIJIA, YTO CIoJa UIYT, yOMpaTh KHUTY HA MECTO OBLJIO MO3/IHO, MPHIILIOCH 3aCYHYTh MOBEPX JIPYTUX
HAa TMEPBYIO MOMABIIYIOCS MOJIKY.

— Bo1? — Jlenap u Epumust 3agajiv OAMH U TOT K€ BOIMPOC MPAKTUYECKH OTHOBPEMEHHO.

JleBymika HeropoBasia Ha rpacda. XoTeloch B3Th €r0 3a IPYAKH U MPOIIUNeTh: «YOoupaiics!
XBaTUT OTPABJISATH TO HEMHOTOE, UTO MHE octajiochk!» Ho Edpumus e morma, octaBanoch HaIesaTbCs
MIPUYUHUTH Bpary Bpe/l CUION MBICIIH.

Jlenap Haxmypuiicsi. OT HEro He yKpbulach HEPBO3HOCTh MTPETEHIEHTKHU, BIOOABOK CIIOKHO He
3aMETUTh OTKPBITHIA KHIKHBIA MIKad. B3y ObicTpo ckomb3Hyi 1o nojikam. ['pad eaBa 3amMeTHO
ynbIOHYyJCcS. Bor oHO! Kopelok KHUTH mpeaTebcKu ToOpYall MOBepX CTPOMHOTO psiia cOOpaTheB.
He cBons B3rsaaa ¢ Edpuvun, ciioBHO onacasich, 4to oHa cOekuT, JleHap BHITALTMII OJJH U3 TOMOB
«XpoHuk Prnoxa». YauBiaeHre v MOJ03PEHUE TOJBKO YCHUITAJIVICH.

— He mo6oBHbII poMaH. — ['pad KOHCTaTUPOBAJI OYEBHUTHOE.

Edumus HanpspkeHHO Momdana. IHTepecHo, cMoriia Obl OHa 3ayIIUTh €ro TOMBIMU PyKaMu?
VYmep Obl TIepBbI MHUHUCTP, €CJTU OBl JEBYIIIKAa OOpYIIIa HA Hero KHWUrH ¢ mojiok? Bpsa . Bee
XOPOIIO B MEUTAX, B PEATbHOCTH OH OT/E/IaeTCs] CHHSKAMHU.

— W 4ro xe Bac 3aMHTEpeCcOoBaIO?

Jlenap nposucTasl KHUTY U CYHYJI TIOJ] MBIIIIKY.

— A Bac? — cBepkHyina rmazamu Epumust.

3acTurHyTasi BpacIiox, oOecKypaxeHHasi, OHa C TPyIOM KoHTposiupoBaia ceds. [lepBomy
MUHHUCTPY TOJIArajoch BEPIIUTh TOCYIApPCTBEHHbIE e, a He TacKaThcs Mo Oudmorekam. Mnm oH
3arof03puiI HeJlaIHOe, CIICAMIT 32 Hell'?

— He cimmmkom-To BbI Jpy)emoOHbl! — YKOpU3HEHHO 3ameTi JleHap.

OT4YastHHO MBITASICh CMIACTH CUTYAIIMIO, UCTIPABUTH COOCTBEHHYIO OILJIOIIHOCTb, JEBYIIKA JISITI-
HyJa MIepBOe MONAaBIIeecs:

— 4 xpana qpyroro, MUIOPA,.

CsAThIE YTOOHUKH, JTyulie Obl OHa pomonyaia! Termeps oH pemuT, OynTO Y Hee ecTh JII0O0B-
HUK.

Edumvus HezameTHO BbITeplia BCIOTEBINME JTaJOHU O 100Ky. Hy’KHO Kak-TO BHIKPYyUUBAThCA U
BIIpE/Ib AePKaTh SMOLIMU B y3I€.

— Koro xe?

Cyzs 1o MMpOKOH yIbIOKe 00BEBIIEerocs: CJIMBKaMK KOTa, Tpad Topest jKeJJaHueM COKPATHUTh
CIIMCOK NPETEHIEHTOK €1l Ha OfIHY (paMUJIHIO.

— Nmneparopa. MHe cka3ainv, OH HalpasJisuics ciofa. Buanmo, conraiu, — COKpYIIEHHO pas3-
Besa pykamu Epumus. — Ciryru Takue 0OMaHIIMKY, HATPACHO TIepeBesia JICHbIU.

Bpone ceirpana uaeanbHo, yOequTeTbHO.

— U BB HaJlyMaJIi CPa3UTh €r0 BEJUYECTBO TIO3ZHAHUSAMU B UCTOPUU?

Barsap Jlenapa cMsarauics, v JeByllIKa MbICIIEHHO BbIOXHYJIa. [IpoHecsio, OH He cBsi3al ee ¢
Bbpokamu.

— Xotena BHIIEIUTHCS Ha (poHE OApyYT. — EpriMust moKocuiach B CTOPOHY CTeJUIAXKeH ¢ JII0OOB-
HBIMU POMaHAMHU.

CrpanHo, Dm3ader u Mupabdesb 10 CuxX Nop criopsT. Beixomut, rpacda oHu He Buenu. Pas Taxk,
OH TIonas B OMONMOTeKy uepe3 noraiiHou xon. HenpusitHoe otkpbitie! He xoTenoch Obl MOCTOSTHHO
OBITH HAYEKY.

— Tak nnm nHave, Bac 1€30pUEHTUPOBAIIM, UMIIEPATOP CEYac COBCEM B JIpyTOM MECTE.

Jlenap nosepHyJics cnuHoM K Edpumun, caenan napy 1maroB, O3BOJIMB KEPTBE EPEBECTU IyX,
Y HaHec yzap:

— U Bce ke BaM MOHAA00MTACh UIMEHHO 3Ta KHUTA. BBl MOTTN B3ATH JIIOOYIO C HIKHEH TIOJIKH,
HO 3a4€M-TO TOJIE3IM Ha BEPXHIOK.

50



O. PomanoBckas. «MHe HyKHO TBOE «Ja»»

Ha, Hemapom oH Bo3Heccsl. [lepBblii MUHUCTP — ONACHBIA TPOTUBHUK.

Edumus MpicieHHO gocunTaia 0 IeCSITH U TOJIbKO TOTAa OTBETHUIIA.

— CoepilieHHO BepHO, MUJIOpI. — ['0J10C ee 3Bydas CIOKOWHO, CJIOBHO y HEBUHOBHOM. — f1
XOTeJa HalT! CBeJIeHUsI O MpuHIlecce MapraHHe, HUKaK He MOIJIa BCIOMHHUTb, B KAKOM rOly Ta IpH-
obi1a B Poxk. OHa HpaBWIIach €ro BeJIMUECTBY, BO3MOKHO, TOYUTAH s 0 Held, cMOIJ1a Obl HANTH KJTIOY
K CepIIy UMIIepaTopa.

— Hanpacno! — [ToBeput. — Ero BenmuecTBy He HykHa Kornusi mprHIiecchl. Ho BbI coBceM cOmm
MeHs ¢ TonKy! S Beap uckai Bac.

— Uckam1? 3auem?

Cepaue npomycTuio yaap.

—YT0OBI YBEIOMUTB O JKEJIAHUM €T0 BEJINYECTBA. Bl TaHIyeTe ¢ HUM BTOPOM, TIOCIIE TepPLIOTMHU
Jlacen.

— [Touemy? — r1ymo nepecrpocuia JIeByIIKa.

— Bpl emy NNOHpaBWINCh.

Crpannas oHa. U )KyTKO HEpBHHYAET, XOTsI BCSYECKH IBITAETCS ITO CKPHITh.

— 4 pana, — xpuruio oro3Banack Epumus.

B ropre Bapyr nepecoxJio, MpUILIOCh CMOYHUTh €r0 CIIIOHOM.

— W B aske He cripocuTe, KOMY OTJauTe IePBbI TaHel? — JIyKaBo MOMHTepecoBascs Jlenap.

— To ecTb OHU Bce 3apaHee pacnvcaHbl? — MPeIYyBCTBYs Oeny, Haxmypuiach Edumms.

— NmenHo. YecTs UATH CIEIOM 32 UMIEPATOPOM B Tape ¢ BaMH BbINaia MHe, — rpad HaHecC
cobecemnuIe odepenHor ymaap. — CoOCTBEHHO, MO3TOMY S COOONTHII 000 BCEM BaM JIMYHO, a HE
MOCJIaJT CIIYTY.

— bnaronmapio, MUIOpA, — C HATAHYTOH YJIBIOKOH BbIIaBWIIA U3 cedst E¢pumusa. — D1o Oonbinas
YeCTb.

OnpenenenHo, cyapOa Haj Hel noTemanack. CHavana BcTpeya B 3ajie 0faicoK, MOTOM 3aB-
TpPaK M, HAKOHeIl, TaHell.

— Yro-TO BBHI HE pajibl!

Boucruny, neopnunHapHasi ocoda! To mpBulla, TO TpeneTHas jaHb. ['psaaymmit 6an yxe He
Buziesncs JleHapy Tsokko 00si3aHHOCTBIO. OH Haten ceOe yBjeKaTelnbHOe 3aHsATHe — HaOmonaTh 3a
Edpumueit @eppup. OTKyna TonpKo OHa B3siiach! be3 TMTYIOB, CBsI3ei, HO yBepeHHas B cede, C XOpo-
IIMMU MaHepaMmHu, sIBHO oOpa3oBaHHasi. He neByika, a 3aragka!

— Muopa ecmyTun menst. [pex e MHe He TOBOAUIIOCH OOIIATHCS CO CTOb BBICOKOIIOCTABJICH-
HBIMH 0co0amMu. B Hartei riymy OOBIYHBIH JIOP/ CUYMTAIICS TTIOYETHBIM FOCTEM.

Hebeca Bce ke cvmunoctuBuirchk Haj Epumueii, 000pBaB MyuutebHbIN pa3roBop. Ee mo3saia
Anu3abeT, ¥ JeByIIKa paJocTHO cOexaia. JleHap MpoBoAWII ee 3aJyMUMBBIM B3IJISIOM U, HA BpeMs
BBIKMHYB M3 TOJIOBBI CTPAaHHOCTH MIPETEH/ICHTKY Ha PYKY €ro BEJIMYECTBa, BEPHYJICS K JIC/IaM.

51



O. PomanoBckas. «MHe HyKHO TBOE «Ja»»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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