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AHHOTaAIMA

Cnacasice or Opaka ¢ cocellckuM ympasisiomuM, Edumus
3aHMMaeT MeCTO CecTpbl Ha oTOOpe HeBecT mMmeparopa. Ho kTo
OBl MOT MOAYMaTh, YTO BO JBOPIIE JIEBYIIKA CTONKHETCS ¢ JleHapoM
I'opzeHom! OH — nepBbIi MUHUCTP, JIy4IINi APYyr uMiieparopa. Ona —
J04b YeJIOBeKa, CeMbI0 KOToporo JIeHap HeKoraa OTIPaBUIl B CCBUIKY.
MoskeT 71 MX CBSI3aTh YTO-HUOYIb, KPOME MECTH?

HoBeiii poman mnonyssipHoro astopa Omnbru  PomaHOBCKOH
OXKU/IAeTCsl YuTareassMi. ABTOpa BCeraa TeIuio NPUHUMAIOT, a TeMa
0TOOpa HEBECT OUeHb MOMYJIApHA AJ1s1 poMaHTa.
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I'maBa 1

Tonot Hor cecTpsl Edpumus ycislimana 3aJoiro 10 Toro, Kak
AHHa CTpEeMHUTESIBHO BOPBAJIACH B JIOM, €/1Ba HE OIIPOKUHYB Be[l-
po ¢ Bogon. Crapias u3 aeBull bpok ¢ ykopoM nmocmorpesna Ha
Hee U, NMOJOTKHYB I00KY, MPOAOIKUIA MBITh NOJI. be3ycinoBHoO,
3TO HE JIBOPSIHCKOE 3aHATHE, a BpOKM Kak-HUKaK OapoHBbI, HO B
HEKOTOPBIX CITy4asix YepHYI0 pabOTy MPUXOAUTCS AENATh CAMUM.
Oco0OeHHO ec/v OTHBIHE Bbl OSJJHBI, Y CITY’KAHKU BBIXOJHOM, a ThI
IIPUHECIA HA HOrax 3eMJII0 U3 caja. He Tak yk 3TO U ClIoXKHO —
HAKJIOHUTBCS M YOpaTh 3a coboi. [locne cmazarh KOXy CMeChio
MeJla ¥ TOIUIEHOTO KYpAIOYHOro xupa. Torna pykud ocraHyTcs
[JIAIKUMU, 9TO OBl TAM HU BOpYaJIa MaTyIIKa.

AHHa NMpUILISACHIBaJIa HA MECTE, SIBHO IbITAsICh TPUBJIeYb BHU-
MaHue cecTpsl. [Ipunuiocs ogHATH roJIoBy.

- Hy?

— 41 crany mmmieparpurieii! — 6e3 MpeArcIOBHS BHITATIIIA -
BYIIKA.

Edumus onemmia, 1axe TPANKY OTIOKUIA.

— C yero Bapyr?

— Bor!

AHHa ¢ ropIOoCTBIO ITPOTAHYNA KOHBEpT. Eprimun He joBoau-
JIOCh BUZIETh TAKUE C JBEHALIATH JIET, KOTAA OHU KUJIU B CTOJIULIE
¥ JepKajd LIeJbIi TaT npuciyru. benocHexnas mioTtHas Oy-
Mmara, THCHEeHBbIH TepO Proxa. BHyTpy BeIBEIEHHOE aKKypaTHBIM



MUCAPCKUM TIOYEPKOM TPUIJIAIIEHUE SBUTHCSI HA HEKUN OTOOp
u pakcummie Ero mneparopckoro Bennuecrsa Bapaena Mve-
pu3za. ims nosyyaresisi He 3Ha4YUJIOCh, HO 110 KAKOU-TO MIPUYMHE
AnHa permia, 6yATO MUCHMO aIpecOBAHO €.

— Huyvero He nonnmaro!

Edumus, kavyas rosioBoii, BepHyJ1a KOHBEPT CECTpE.

— Hy 1o TemHas1! — 3akaruia rina3a AHHA ¥ 3aKPYKWJIACh 110
npuxoxeil. — Heyxenu Thl HIUEro He Ciblliana 00 UMIepaTop-
CKOM oTOO0pe?

— Her, — yecTHO npu3Hasiach JeByIIIKa.

Kak-to He 10 Toro 0but0. TO HagO CHE3AUTH K POCTOBIIUKY,
3QJI0KUTh OYEPEIHbIE IPAroleHHOCTH, TO JOTOBOPUTHCS O TO-
yrHKe 3a00pa. 10 AHHa nopxaer. Marb ee u3bdanoBaia. Mo-
JKET, YyBCTBOBAJIa BUHY 3a TO, UTO JIMIIIMJIA MJIJIIIEHbKYIO Oec-
neyHoro jercrBa? OHa OblIa COBCEM KPOXOU, KOT/Ia BCE CITYUH-
JIOCh.

AHHa TSKKO B3[JOXHYJIA U, BCTaB B 103y, NOJACMOTPEHHYIO Ha
Ipe/ICTaBJIeHUH OpOJSTYEro TeaTpa: YyTh BHICTABUB BIIEpE]] HOTY
Y 3aITPOKHMHYB T'0OJIOBY — MOSICHUJIA!

— Hy kak xe, 9pdu, no ykazy ummneparopa cejaid CliucKu
BCEX HE3aMY:KHUX JIEBUII U pa3ociiaiy npuriaiienus. U Bor npa-
JIIATOTO YMCHIA 51 IOJKHA SIBUTHCS HA 3ace/laHie OTOOPOYHOM KO-
muccuu rpaderea. bez oduj, cectpeHka, HO Thl HE TIOIXO/IUIIIb.
B npurnamnieHny 4eTko cka3aHo: 10 ABaALATH OJHOro rojaa. Tam
OyzIeT ellie TpY COTHU JIEBUI], — OECTeYHO 100aBUIa JEeBYIIKA, —
HO 3TO cymue nyctsaku! 1 Berpaio.



Edumusa npuanpuuBo ocMOTpena MJIAJIIYI0 CECTPY: BAPYT
JEUCTBUTENBHO BbIMTpaeT? Bo3pacT mogxomsiuyd — IIECTHA-
J1aTh, KyKOJIbHAsl BHEIIHOCTb, KOTOPAsl TAK HPaBWJIACh MYK4H-
HaM: 4yTb TPOHYTas PYMSHLEM KOXa, IIOKOJIAJHBIE JIOKOHBI,
HEBMHHOE JIMYMKO, KapMHUH-Hble ryObl. Ecim B komuccun co-
Opasich He CTapble XpbIUM U B3ATOYHUKH, OLIeHT. Hacuer cebs
Edumus He paccrpanBanace. B umneparpuipl OHa HE METWIIA,
V3JIMIIHUM TILECJIABUEM TOXKE HE CTpajala.

— Yto Tam y 1ebds1, AnHa?

[IpuBiieyeHHas rosocamu, B IPUXOXKYK BblUIa Menanus
Bpok ¢ maukoii 6ymar B pykax — /10 BO3BpalleHusl I0Yepu OHA
BMECTE C 30JI0BKOU IpoBepsuia cuera. CecTpa Myxa Masguwia y
Hee 3a CIMHOW.

AHHa C rOpIOCTHIO NPOTSAHY/IA MAaTePH MPUIJIAIICHUE.

— Heoxunanno! — mpoGesxaB Oymary riazaMu, rokadasa ro-
JoBO Menanusl.

— ThI HEe paga? — coCTpOMIIa KUCTYI0 MUHY JEBYLIKA.

Edumns tonpko B3noxHyna. CoBcem peGeHOK! XOTs Takue
YJIOBKM PadOTaJIM, BOT U MaTh MOCIEININIA YCIIOKOUTDb A04b, M0-
IJIaJIAJIA 110 TOJIOBE.

— Hy uTo TbI, MUJIas1, KOHEYHO, 51 pajla U HE COMHEBAIOCh, YTO
CBsiTasi DPHECTUHA, TBOSI HeOeCHasl TIOKPOBHUTEIBHUIIA, HAPa-
BUT PYKY BHIOOPIIIMKA K KAPTOUKE C TBOUM MMEHeM. 5 o ipyrom.
CrpaHHO, YTO UMIIEpaToOp HalyMaJl )KeHUTbcs. BnobaBok He Ha
OuepeIHOM MPUHLIECCE U Yepe3 CTONBKO JieT! fl mosaraina, oH co-
XPaHUT BEPHOCTD MaMsITH HeBecThl. [IpencTassienis, — 06epHy-



Jlach OHA K 30JI0BKE, — Hallly AHHY BbI3BAJIM HA UMIEPATOPCKUIA
cBasIeOHBIN OTOOP.

— roro cieAaoBao oxuaarh! — peipkHyaa Anxena. Hampac-
HO AHHa JX/aJia MO3paBJeHUI, TeTYyIITIKa BCeraa Oblla CKyma Ha
smoru. — CTpaHe HyKHbI HACTIeAHUKH. BbIOMpaTh cpenu cBo-
UX pa3yMHO: M30eXKHIIb CCOPhI ¢ cocensimMu. Beerma HaiimyTcst
HEJIOBOJIbHBIE, HAUHYT TPeOOBaTh, YTOOBI MTPEANIOYTEHUE OTIAIN
ux Kanauaatype. Tak v 10 BOMHbI HeJJaJIeKo.

— Ho Benp npuHiiecca MapuanHa 3a0pajia cepiie uMIepaTo-
pa, — He yHuMasach Menanusi. — [loMHMIIB, MBI LEJbIA TOH HO-
CWIH Tpayp.

— Tbl cMIIIKOM poMaHTHYHA! — MOKayasia roJioBOM 30JI0BKa. —
HimniepaTopy CKOpO COPOK, TYT He JI0 JTI0OBU, OCOOEHHO K MTOKOM-
arnam. He Gacrapay xe TpoH ocraBnsats! VX y Bapnena xBara-
€T, HO ToJKy? He ynuBimoch, eciiv MaTh NOMPOCUIIAa UMIIEPaTo-
pa B3sThcs 32 yM. Ee BesmuecTBo AnucKsi KpaiHe MpakTUYHasl,
npu3eMIIeHHas 0co0a, OHa Bcerja MHe HpaBuiachk. [ToMHHTCS,
Korja s...

Amnxena He noropopuia. Epumust toragpiBasiack: peds 00 ofi-
HOM W3 3MM30/0B JAJIEKOr0 MPOIIJIOro, KOrja TeTka BXOAWIa B
CBUTY TOTJIa ellle He BI0BoU ummnepatpuiibl. He mosesso ei! Ec-
7 Obl AHXXeJIa ycriesia BBIATH 3aMYyXK, TiJIa Obl ceifuac yai Wi
Ko(pe B OIHOM U3 BEJIMKOCBETCKMX rOCTUHBIX. HO ee moKkomHbIN
OTel| UCKaJI UJCATbHOTO 3ATs, He XeJlaJl MUPHUTLCA C JIIOOBIMU
HejgocTaTkaMu. B utore k AHxese nepecrajivi cBaTarbCsl, U OHA
NpeBpaTWIach B KOMIIAHBOHKY CYTIPYTH Opara.



— Tol npaBa. COpok — onacHbIil BO3PACT, JIydllle BCTPETUTh
€ro KEHaTbhIM.

3onoBka xMbikHY1a. KoHeuHo oHa mpaBa! CoOCTBEHHO, Kak
Bcerna. be3 Hee Menanus g1aBHO Obl ToILIA 110 MUpy. [loBepsaTh
JM0OOMY BCTPEYHOMY, HE CUMTATh JIGHET — JOJITO Obl OHA TTPOKU-
Jia IPYA TaKOM MOAXO/E HA CKPOMHYIO PEHTY?

— Cmorpure, s umneparpuiia!

AnHa coOpaJsa BoJIOCkl B UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHYIO KO-POHY U 3a-
KpyKXuiach o komHate. [laxe AHxena pacrasiia, YJIbIOHY/IACH.
Bce npuHsIMCch aKTUBHO 00CYXIaTh TTPEACTOSIIHNA OTOOP, TOJb-
ko Ecpumus ocranack B ctopone. OTKMHYB Ha CIIMHY KOCY 1IBETa
BOPOHOBA KpblIa, OHA BEPHYJIACh K MPEepBaHHOMY 3aHATHIO. Ei
HE TepIIeIOCh 3aKOHUUTDb, YTOOBI OTKPBITh MPUBE3EHHBIN C BOC-
KPECHOM sipMapku poMaH. OH MpoJaBascs ¢ XOPOLIEH CKUAKOU,
TOJIBKO N03TOMY Epumust no3posuna cede ero Kynurb.

—3ddu, crezaub ¢ Heit? [la 6pock THI Ty TpATNKY! — B cep-
1ax go6asuiaa Menanus. — He ymmonoOnsiiicst KpecThbsiHKaM, Bep-
Hercs Tpynu u Bce caenaer. XBaTUT TOTO, YTO Mbl BHIHYK/IEHBI
Ha 3UMY 3aKaTbIBaTh BapeHbe!

JleBy1iKka ropbko ycMexHyslach. MaTb CBETUJIaCh Tak, OyATO
MOMOJIBKa AHHBI M UMIIEpATOpa — JIEJO pelleHHoe. Mexay tem
el TOJTbKO MPEACTOSII0 OOPOTHCS 3a MPABO MOMACTh BO JIBOPEII.

— Kcraru, ToT MOJIO70#1 YesoBeK 10 cux Mop K Tede XoauT? —
JEJIOBUTO MOUHTEpEcOoBasIach MenaHusl.

— O xom ThI1?

Bpone 3a Edumuen He Bonuock NOKJIOHHUKOB. Bo BCsIKoM



cllyyae, C CEpbe3HBIMU HAMEPEHUSAMM.

— Vnpaensommii rpadpuan MamkoereHn. [lonmmaio, oH
HeMOAXO/sIAsl MapTUs, HO JIy4llle TaK, YeM CTapou JIEBOM.

«Mononoit yenoBek»! Jla OH crapliie uMreparopa, K ToMy ke
ssickiii. Ho Math HarmoMHuIa o HenpuriisiiHon uctune: Epuvun
NOYTH JBaALATh yeThipe. Ele napa et — u jaxe sicHble, sipKue,
Kak candupsl, 11a3a He cnacyT. [eBUuuil BeK KOPOTOK, a MYX-
YUHBI KpaiiHe pa300pUBHI.

— BriBaer nHorna, — noxasna riedyamu JeByIIKa.

Bospact Bo3pactoMm, HO BbIXOAUTH 3a JIbtonca bapa oHa He
coOupanace.

— To OyKeTHK, TO KOp3UHY SIOJIOK MPUHECET, — OXOTHO IpO-
JOJKUIIA 32 Hee TeTKa. — Thl He aypouka, D¢ du, cama noH1uMa-
elllb. ..

— IloHnmaro — 4To? — rpoMue, 4YeMm CJIeJ0BAJIO, OIPHI3HY/IACH
Edumus u B cepanax KMHy/Ia TPAIKY Ha MOJL.

— Yro MBI HE B TOM TOJIOKEHHH, YTOOBI pa30pachiBaThCs Ke-
HUXaMH, — MO/IJaKHYJIa 30J10BKe MesaHus.

Kaxoii xe ynpsmoit ypoaunack 1oub! baponecca npo6oBana
CTOBOPUTBD €€ 32 MEJIKOIO JIKEHTPH U 3a MJIAZILLETO CbIHA OKPYXK-
HOTO CYJIbH, HO Bce Oe3 ToNKy. Eprmust yrmopHo TBepania «HeT».
B wnrore u3 NoTeHIMAIbHBIX KEHUXOB OCTaJICs TOJBKO JIblonc
Bap. I[1ycTe OH U3 BTOPOroO COCJIOBUS, 3aTO 3aKOHYMJI YACTHYIO
IKOJIy B XaiTe, NIABHOM ropojie rpacrsa, U el Kype Mpo-
yuwiics Ha dakynprere nmpasa. CocrosiHue y JIblonca Toxe nme-
JI0Ch, HE aXTH, HO OHU ¢ EdrmMueir Mormm Obl fepKaTh MPHUCITY-



Ty, pa3 Wiy J1Ba B IOl €3[JUTh B T€ATP U 3aBECTHU MPUINYHbBII BbI-
e31. Tosbko crapiuas 104b BO BCEM MOIILIA B OTLIA, aXKe POCTOM,
CIIMIIIKOM BBICOKMM Jis1 JieBylIku. Kakoe cuactbe, 4ro AHHa
apyras! OnHako Menanus Hajesack, ronoc pasyma B Epumun
B0300J1aJIa€T, ¥ OHA HE TTOBTOPUT OIIMOOK OTIIA.

— 51 u He pa3OpackBalOCh, MPOCTO Iy PABHOTO.

— Munasi, — nonbiTanach ype3oHUTb €€ MaTh, — Thl OOJbIIIE HE
J04b MOOEeJOHOCHOTO reHepasia bpoka, mopa ymeputh npuTs3a-
HUSI.

— Oruero xe, Mama, 1 Bce IIOMHIO, — CyX0O OTO3BaJIack Edu-
MU U orpaBuiIa I00Ky. — Ho take B HBIHEIIHEM TTOJIOKEHUH CO-
XpaHuia Kpynuily ropaocTi. XOpollo, s1 Cbe3Ky ¢ AHHOU B Io-
PO, 320[HO 3aiiy K Monuctke. HiskHee Oenbe cecTpbl HUKY/A
HE TO/IUTCS, €CJIM Bbl IPOYUTE €€ B HEBECThl UMIIEPATOPY, MPU-
JIETCs1 PACKOIIETUTHCS.

— A kak ke rocnoguH bap? Tel Tak eMy HpPaBUIIIbCS.

— Her, u gaxe He nipocu.

AHKeJa NOJOKWIA PYKY Ha IUIEYO HEBECTKU. MoJI, yCOKOM-
s, He Tporay ee Moka.

— Bce oOpazyercsi! — mennyna ona MenaHuu ¥ rpoMKo, Bep-
HYBIIUCh K MIEPBOHAYAJILHOM TEME pa3roBopa, 3ameTmia: — bo-
10Chb, OTHAM OesTbeM AHHA He OTJeaeTcsl, MOTPeOyIOTCs TUIaThs,
MUHUMYM JBa. DPdu, 3aJI0)KUIITb MOW T'PAHATOBbIIA OpacieT.

HleByika kuBHYJ1a. Bee yeTBepo NOHMMAaNU: YKpalIeHUe OHU
OOoJIbIIIe HE YBUAT.

— Bo3bMu, 4TO couTellb HyKHBIM, U3 MOEro TallHUKA, — J10-



6aBmina Menanusi. — He mockynuch, HO M He TeperviaTi.

AHHa yHecach HaBepXx, B 00IIyI0 criajibHIO cectep. HaBepHoe,
BEPTUTCS ceryac rnepejl 3epKajaoM, urpaer B ummneparpuy. ITo-
poii Edpumus eii 3aBugoBana. Bor Obl cTaTh Takoil xe Oecried-
Hoit! Tonbko oHa He Mora. JIBeHaauarh JieT Ha3ajl )KU3Hb pas3-
JeJINIIach Ha J10 ¥ 1ocie, poBHO nonosaM. Edpumus naxe He 3Ha-
Ja, Tie TOXOPOHUJIM OTIIa ¥ OpaTtheB. Bee ke eBylike mosesio,
YTO OHA ObUIa peOEHKOM, MHAUe He OTAesanach Obl JOMAITHUM
apecToM.

Menanus u AHXkena IIENTaINCh B rocTuHoW. Edumus He
npu/iaia 3ToMy 0co0oro 3HaueHus. BbUMB BOMy, OHA 3aHSIACh
IBETAMHU — YTOObI KaK-TO OKMBUTh UX CKPOMHOE KWJIHIIE, Je-
BYIIIKA COCTABJIsLIa OYKeThl ¥ yKpalajia UMA KOMHATHI.

— ¢ du, — noHECcs J0 Hee roJoC MATEPH, — TBOE KOPUUHEBOE
J1aThe YucToe?

Peub 1111a 0 MyCIIMHOBOM KO(hEHHOM IJIaThe B MEJIKHI OeJIbIi
TOpOIILIEK.

— Jla, — 3alyMaBIIMCh, OTO3BAJIACH IEBYIIKA, ITPOIOJIKAS JIOB-
KO OpPyHOBaTh HOKOM Ha KyXHE — HYKHO MOJpe3aTh U MOIPOB-
HSATH CTEOJTH.

Omna oxwuana, MaTh elle 4To-HUOYIb CKaXeT, HO Ta TPOMOJI-
yasna. HaBepHoe, OHM C TeTell XoTesu, YTOObI BO BpeMs TIOE3/IKH
B XalT 00e cecTpsl BHINJISAEH MTpe3eHTadensHo. Xoporio, Edu-
MU HaJIeHeT KOPUYHEBOE IUIaThe, € HECTIO)KHO, 3a0JHO Mpe/-
CTaBUTCS CIy4ail JOCTaTh U3 CYHAyKa nepyarku. B mocneanuit
pa3 IeByLIKa HATATMBAJA UX MOYTH I'OJ Ha3al, Korga rpadpuss



MoOe3HO MpUIIACKIa X Ha IMKHHUK.

Hy BoOT, OyKeT 11 TOCTHHOM TOTOB.

Edumus ¢ ropgoctsio ocMoTtpesna cBoe TBopenue. [locie Toro
KaK OHM nepedpaamch B rpadpctBo Opoii, OHa yBJIEKJIaCh 1IBETa-
MH U, 110 CJIOBaM MHOTHUX, OOYCTpOMJIA YyThb JIM HE CAMBIH JIy4-
MIMI B OKpyre KaMepHbid caguk. Huyero ocoGeHHoOro — mapa
KyCTOB pO3, [IMOHBI, MEUTATEJIbHBIE UPUCHI Y TIPY/AA, OTKYJa OHU
Yyeprajy BOAY, U MECTHble MHOrosieTHUKH. [logxBatus Oyker,
JEBYIIIKA HAIPaBUJIACh B TOCTHHYIO, YTOOBI IOCTAaBUTh LIBETHI B
Bazy. TeTs1 M MaTyIKa Bce elle YT0-TO BOOAYIIEBIEHHO 0OCYXK-
nami. Epumust Haxmypuiiach, 3amMepiia Ha Mopore, YCIbIIaB 00-
PBIBOK (ppa3bl AHKEJbI:

— ...T0CJIe y’KMHA OCTaBUM UX HaeJUHE.

Koro onn HamepeHs! IpUIIacuTh, KOTO U C KEM OCTABUTH?

JleByllIka CTPEMMTENIBHO BOLUIA B KOMHATY, 3aCTaBUB 3aro-
BopiuL 3amonyars. Cyjis 1o ToMy, Kak OHH JPYyKHO OTBEJIM IJ1a-
3a, oOcyxaamu Edpumuto.

— Mm% 11eM rocteii? — 6e33a00THO TOWHTEPECOBAJIACH JIEBYIII-
Ka M pacrnpaBuiia TsKeJble ANk MMOHOB. OHYU ueaIbHO rap-
MOHMPOBAJIH C MOTYCKHEBIIMMH 30JI0TUCTBIMU 000siMU. — He 1y-
Malo, YTO 3TO Xopoluas uaes. Tpyau BEpHETCS TOJbKO K BEUYepy.

— Kak pa3 ynpasurcs, — Bo3pasuina Anxkena. OHa permmiia
B3ATh CYJbOY TUIEMSIHHUIIBI B CBOM pyKH. — Hudero ocobeHHoro,
TaK, NOCUJIEJIKU B KPYTY JIpy3€il.

Edumus Hactopokuiack 1 morpedoBana:

— A Hy-Ka Ha30BUTE UM rocTs!



— ®u, rue TBou MaHepbl, DPpdu! — ckpuBuacey Terka. — Ha-
JIe10Ch, 3aBTPa BEUEpOM ThI OyJIellTh Kyda JToOe3Hee.

Beixonut, He cerofns, a 3aBTpa. SIBHO MpUIIacaT OYepeHo-
ro JKEeHHXa, TOro camoro ynpasJisoiero. Ho ato yxe ciumkom!
Edumus ¢ rpoMKUM CTyKOM TMOCTaBUJIa Ba3y HA CTOJUK U, MOJI-
OOUEHMBIINCDH, 0OEPHYJIAch K AHXee.

— Yo BHI OOOEIIAIM rocrioguny bapy?

— Huuero, — BMemanace B pasroBop Menanus. Ee HeBUHHO-
MY B3IJISI/Ty TIO3aBUIOBAIT Obl peOEHOK. — MBI MPOCTO MOyMaJIH,
BaM HYKHO JIydIlle y3HaTh JIPYT Apyra.

— Hackonbko Jydine? — ycMexHysiach JEBYILIKA U Mpeyrpe-
qua: — Eciii oH crienaet npenjioxkeHue, s OTBEUy OTKa30M.

— I'mynas neBuoHka! — BenbixHy1a AHkesna. OT BO3MYILIEHUS
€e JIMIO TONUIO MATHAMU. — Thl coOpanach BEYHO KaMHEM BH-
ceTb y MaTepu Ha 1iee? XoTh pa3 Obl MOMIOOONBITCTBOBANA, BO
CKOJIbKO HaM 00xoauTcs oM, Tpynu, conepkanue Bac ¢ AHHOI !

— Ilepecranb, AHxena! — monbiTanach Ype30HUTh €€ HEBECT-
Ka. — JIeBOYKM HaM HE B TATOCTb.

— Cama nepectranb, Menanusi! — oTMaxHyJlach 30JI0BKa H,
HEPBHO 3aJlaMblBasi PyKH, MpOILIach 1Mo KoMHare. — Edpumun
JBa/ALIaTh TPH, ABAUATh TPU, MOHUMaellb! AHHA I0HA U CBEXa,
ee MBI pucTporM. Bapyr kapra otdopa ceirpaer? CioBom, 3a
Hee s CTIOKOWHA, TOJ] CTapOCTh Oe3 0Ma U JIeHeT He OCTaHeTCs,
HO Dpdu... Trl xenaenib e yyacTu CTapou JIeBbl, TPHKUBAIKU
npu Toii ke rpadpunHe MamkOerern? Cama 3Haellb, peHTa TBOS,
JI0YepH HE YHACIEeAyIoT HU Measka. [la yponuck 3tot JIsionc bap



XOTb 3aIMCHBIM YPOJOM, MbI JIOJIKHBI OJIATONAPUTDb BCEX CBSITHIX.
W 181, DPPu, — cTpenbHyNa OHa M1a3aMu 1o rieMsaHHuLe. — He
BOPOTHTH HOC, & MOJTYATh ¥ YJIbIOAThCS. Sl OTHECY 3amucKy cama,
CKaxy, Thl JINYHO ITpocuiia rocriogvHa bapa npuitu.

CrykHyna ABepb — TeTKa OTIPABUJIACH BHIIOIHATH YTPO3Y.

Oo6eccunennast Epumus pyxHysia Ha AUBaH U MPHKaIa Jiaao-
HU K BUCKaM. OHa He jxenajia CTaHOBUThCs rocnoxon bap. Jlyd-
111€ TIONTH B TYBEPHAHTKU !

— Ilonuo, munas! — Menanus npucena psigoM C JOYEPbIO,
IIpUBJIEK]IA €e ToJIoBY K rpyau. — He Tak Bee mioxo. Bosce He
00513aTeJIbHO JTIOOUTh MYKa, IJIAaBHOE, YTOOBI TeOs JIIOOUIIH, YTO-
Obl yestoBeK ObLT xopoiuid. Thl Bellb 3HaellIb, Mbl ¢ OTLIOM. .. Ho
pas3Be KTo-HHOY/Ib Ha3BaJl Obl HaC T10Xou mapoi? ['ocionun bap
HAJICKHBIN, 0e3 yMa OoT TeOs. XOpOIIEHbKO TOIyMail U COryia-
nIacs.

Edumus pesko BeinpsMuiIack. [71a3a ee HaIMiIMCh rpO30BOM
CUHEBOM, MAJIBIIBI CKAJIUCH.

— Mozxelb 4To yrogHo coBpaTh rocnonuHy bapy, HO K ykuny
51 3aBTpa He BhIAy. Tak u nepenan TeTke!

PackpacHeBiasicsl IeByIIKa BblIETENA U3 TOCTUHOW MPEXE,
YeM MaTh ycIielia €€ OCTaHOBUTh. MellaHusl COKPYILIEHHO B3J0X-
Hyna. Bor 4yro npukaxere ¢ Heu nenats? Bea Hagexna Ha Jlblo-
uca. Ecinu oH nmpaBuiibHO nosefeT cedsi ¢ D¢du, CKIOHUT BECH B
CBOIO NONb3Y. [ 71aBHOE, 3aTKHYTh poT AHxkese. bynro oHa cama
HE BUAMT, YTO, arPECCUBHO MOATAIKMBAS TUIEMSHHUILY K 3aMy-
KECTBY, HAOOOPOT, €ro OTHAJISET.



Edumus crpeMriap Bierena B 0OIIyI0 AeBUYb0 criasibHIO. K
CYacThi0, AHHBI 3/1€Ch HE OKa3aJoCh, U JIEBYIIIKA CMOIJIA J1aTh
BBIXOJ] CBOMM 4YyBcTBaM. OHa METaJIach [0 KOMHATE MEk/1y KpO-
BaTsAMH, OT MOKPBITOIO BA3AHOM CaieTKOU TyaJIEeTHOTO CTOJIH-
Ka 0 mugoHbepa, TOTOM B300pasiach Ha MOJOKOHHHMK. AHHA
o0mo0oBaja ero sl YTeHWs, HaTacKajaa TMOAYIIEeK W3 TOCTH-
Hou. Epumus ke niperountaa mpasaHo Ji000BaThCS BUIOM Ha
rpacdckue s1610HeBbIe cafpl. Beerna, HO He ceroHs.

VY Hee Bcero cyTku. 3Has TETKY, MOXKHO HE COMHEBATHCA: OHA
niocrapaetcs, YTo0s! JIbloric He yexall, moka He cesIaeT Mpeyio-
keHus1. Epumus cmImkomM XopoIo noHuMaa, 4eM o0epHeTCst
oTka3. OOMKeHHBIN YIPaBJISIONIMI HACTPOUT MPOTUB HUX T'pa-
(uHO, a Ta MO3a00TUTCS, YTOOBI IIepe]] ceMbeld BPOKOB 3aKphi-
JIVCh JIBEPU HEMHOTHX TIPWJIMYHBIX JIOMOB B OKpyre. U eciu Obt
TOJBKO 3TO! Maryiiike mepectaHyT OTITyCKaTh TOBAaphl B JIONT,
KPEAUTOPBl HAKUHYTCS, CJIOBHO CTasi BOPOH, & AHHA BBUIETUT C
oTOOpAa Mpexae, YeM MEepeCcTyNUT MOPOT 3aJ1a 3aceIaHUsT KOMUC-
cum. Tonbko BOT cornacuthest Epumus toxxe He morna. OHa ¢
TPYAOM BhIJIepKHBaJa Tapy MUHYT B oOIiecTBe rocroguHa bapa,
a TYT BCIO )KM3Hb. .. [IeByIIKa oka3zanach Mex1y AByX orHeu. Yto
OBl OHa HU BBIOpasIa — BCE IJIOXO.

Bamian ciydaiHo 3anenwuics 3a npuriamenue. Epumvus ot-
BEpHYJIach, HO yKe Yepe3 MUHYTY BCTajla U B3sJla B PyKU KOH-
Bepr. OHa TIATeNbHO, MEJIEHHO HECKOJIbKO pa3 MepedrTaa
nucbMo. B ronoBe BcnbIXHY/a cracuTeNbHasi uues. A 4To, ec-
m?.. Terka cama roBopwia, y AHHBI C 3aMyKeCTBOM MPOOJIeM



HE BO3HUKHET, TaK MYCTh CHACET CECTPY OT HE3aBUIAHOM JIOJIH.

— A He nonsITaTh 1M MHE cyacTbdA? [IpuxBady nucemo u 3au-
My Mecto AHHbL. TyT Benp Aaxke paMWIvs HE yKa3aHa, a BO3-
pact... — E¢umus Oerio onieHn1a oTpaxeHue B 3epkaie. — He
TaK YK CTapo s BBIIJISIKY, COMAY 3a JBaALATIIETHION. MHe Bellb
TOJIBKO OT JIbloMca ¥ MAaTPUMOHHAJIBHBIX TIJTAHOB TETYIIKU cOe-
*&aTb, a 0TOOP. .. KTO % MeHst Bo3bMeT? MaKCHMyM TepBbIi Typ
POy, OKa POIOCTIOBHYIO Uy Th ITyOKe He KOMHYT. A TIOKa Cy[l
Jia JIeJ10, 3aBe/ly 3HAKOMCTBA C POJAOBUTHIMU JIEBUIIAMU, HAMLy
MECTO YUUTEIbHUIIBI U TYBEPHAHTKH.

BoopnymesneHHas ieByIlIKa BbITAIWIA U3-TI0J KPOBATH IO-
TpenaHHBII YeMofiaH, YToObl MPOBEPUTh 3aMKHU. B mocnenHuii
pa3 MX OTKPBIBAJIM BO BpPEMsI BBIHYKJEHHOTO Mepee3/ia Ha 3amnajl.
A Beab UMIIEpaTOp MOT U HA CEBEp, HA PYIHUKHU OTIPABUTH —
noxasen. YOeqUBIIHICh, YTO C YeMOJIaHOM Bce B mopsiake, Edu-
MU C TOCKOM OCMOTpesia MoJKY mudoHbepa. M3 nmpuinyHbix
IUIaTheB TOJILKO OJHO, TO camoe, B ropoiiiek. [lonoxum, oHa Ha-
JIEHET €ro Ha 3aceJaHre KOMHUCCUH, HO BEllb U B OCTAJIbHBIE IHU
HYKHO B YeM-TO XO/IUTh, TPOU3BECTH OJIATONPUATHOE BIeUaTse-
HHE Ha MOTEHIIMAIbHBIX paboToaTesnei.

— Huuero, csatoit Bepacuii momoxer, — moHajesijiach Ha Io-
MOIIb HeOECHOTO TIOKPOBUTENISI JICBYIIIKA W 3aXJIOMHYJIA JIBEP-
upl. — [la 1 yem ckpomHee, TeM Jyulie. [ 'yBepHaHTKe He MOJI0-
’KE€HO MPUTATUBATDH B3[JISIBL.

OpnHako Ha BCSIKUU Cilyvai, BAPYT aBaHTiopa yaactest u Edu-
MU TIOMAJET B CTONUILY, HY)KHO MPUXBATUTh KOE-4TO U3 Belllen



TeTKU. OHM PUMEPHO OTHOTO TEJIOCIOKEHU S, 1a U AHKeEJIa BCe-
ra ofieBasach CO BKycoM, axe B cchUike. [llukapHbivu ee ria-
Thsl HE HA30BEIllb, HO OHU XOT$ OBl sIpKKe, TOrja Kak Mo HacTo-
ssHUI0 MaTepu EprMust HocrIla UCKITIOYUTENTHHO cepoe, Toydoe
Y KOPUYHEBOE.

A erie et TOHAOOUTCS 3aryIsTHYTh B HYDKHHINA SITIIAK MATYIII-
KMHOro Komofia. Tam, Ha caMOM JiHe, B XOJIIIIOBOM MEIIIOUKE Xpa-
HWIKCh ceMeiiHble cOepexenns. OOKpaabIBaTh MaTh HEXOPOIIIO,
HOo Epumust Bce BepHeT, 1a 1 BO3bMET HEMHOTO, JI0KUHY ACCHUT-
HAIAN.

3acyplas mard, JeByllKa OYHYJIach OT I'pe3 W MOCTEeia
cripsitath yemonaH. He xBataJio ere, 4toObl AHHa 3acTana ee 3a
coopamu! BonipocoB He obeperibes. Jlydriie mpuTBOPUTHCS, UTO
JI0 CHX TIOp JIyeTcs Ha TeTKy. BOT u oHa, jierka Ha moMuHe, crie-
IIMT TI0 TPOIMMHKE K 3emiisiM MamkOeTeHoB. AHXkesa yrnpsiMa,
HO EpuMus HU B ueM el He YCTYIHUT.



I'maBa 2

CronoBasi HEOOJBILIOIO JBYX3TaKHOTO KOTTeAXka OblIa Ha-
CTOJIbKO MaJla, YTO B HEE €/1Ba YAAJIOCh BTUCHYTh IJTMHHBIN TH-
coBbli cTON1. IIpexkHnid, CKpPOMHBIN, BCETO HA YETHIPE NIEPCOHBI,
Menanuio He ycrpauBai. «Kak MOkHO 0benarh 3a Takum yOo-
’KECTBOM? — cpa3sy IocJjie niepees3sia B JepeBHI0 Menpoii 3asB1-
7a oHa. — MoxeT, 51 OTHbIHE Oe/iHa, HO He COOMPAIOCh TEPEThCS
JIOKTSIMU 0 O0Ka jouepeii». bykBasibHO Uepes Helesmo B KOTTEIK
NIPYBE3JIM HOBBI CTOJ, U C TeX Mop ceMelcTBO Bpok Tpane3Hu-
YaJIo C JOCTOMHCTBOM, IOJIaraBUIMMcs BceM JBopsHaM. Ilomy-
Maelllb, IPUXOIUIIOCh TUCKAThCS BAOJb OypeTa U BTATUBATH KH-
BOTBI, YTOOBI OTOIBUHYTH CTYII, 3aTO HE CTHIHO MPHHSTH TOCTEH.
[IpaBna, OHM OMaIBHBIX APUCTOKPATOB HE KAJIOBAJIU, AAKE Ipa-
¢unsa MamxOeteH npeanountana 38aTb MenaHuio, AHXeTy U
Edummnio k cebe, B OHY U3 POCKOIIHBIX TOCTUHBIX, KOKAYIO U3
KOTOPBIX Oe3 moTepu KoM(pOpTa MOKHO OBLIO PEBPATUTH B JBE
MIOJIHOLIEHHBbIE KOMHAThl. Pasymeercs, TakTuyHas rpadpuHs HU-
Kora Obl He IPU3HAJIACh, YTO N30eraja TeCHOThI KoTTeaxka. OHa
BCErJa HaxoAWsa Mpeior, YTOObl MEPEHECTH YaeluTue B CBOE
MMeHue. 3aTo CerofHs TUCOBBIM CTOJ MpUroauics: bpoku npu-
HuMain JIptonca bapa.

Hapn pacnivcanHOW ansanoBaTeiMy LBETaMH (DassHCOBOM CyTI-
HUIIeW OAHUMAJICS Tap.

3amMyueHHas1 MpUAMpPKaMu X0o3siku Tpyau B HakpaxmasieH-



HOM Ueriie pa3inBaja KyllaHbe. Bce mo-ctonmyHomy, Tapenka
Ha TapeJike, 9ToObl He 3armavkaTh CKaTepTh. PsIoM momHbIi Ha-
60p npuOOPOB, Jake BUJIKA Il pbIOBbl — Ha BTOPOE 3aIleKJIM pa-
IyXxHYyI0 (popetb. JloBepIianu KapTUHY UCKYCHO CIIOKEHHbIe AH-
HoW caiipeTku U 1BeThl B Baze. [locneanue npunec JIsiouc BMe-
cre ¢ KopoOkou koHder. [lepeBsizaHHas aloil JIEHTOM, OHA T0-
OreckuBasa Ha Oydere. AccopTu ¢ oMaHOW HaunHKOM. Kyri-
JIeHbl, HECOMHEHHO, B XaiTe, B UX [JIYIIA TAaKOrO HE HalJelb.
B Menpoe npogaBayii TOJBKO OYJOUYKH C 3aBapHBIM KPEMOM U
yChIIaHHbIE caxapoM porajiukyi. O1HaKoO BUHOBHMLIA MPa3AHAY-
HOro o0Oefa IeapocTh YIpaBIsionero e oneHuita. Epumvus c
KaMeHHBIM JIMLIOM CHJiesia HarpoTuB JIblorca v IEHWBO MOMeNIH-
BaJIa JIOKKOU HaBapuUCThIH cyIl. [1o HacTOsTHUIO MaTepy OHA 3aBU-
Ja Bosockl. [Ipruecka eil kaTeropuyecky He HpaBuiach. Takas
nojouuia 6bl AHHe, Kakast U3 E¢pumun pomantuyHasi OGapsbli-
Hs1? Ho Menanus Oblia HETIPEKJIOHHA: JOYePU HY)KHO JOOABUTD
’keHcTBeHHOCTU. [lo ToW ke mpuurHe OHa Bejiesla el TOBOPUTD
TOJIBKO O Oe300MAHBIX Belllax, BpoAe Moabl U noronsl. «Hampu-
Mep, KHUTY ¢ HUM 00CyaM, — HacTaBisiia Biosa bpok. — Cipocu
COBeTa, Kakasl JIeHTa JIydille MOJOMIET K nuisinke». OnpeneneH-
HO, MaTb ciiyTasa ee ¢ AHHoW. Eprimust ydinie craHeT MOTJaTh,
4yeM OO0JTaTh BCAKHE TIIYMOCTH.

K coxkanenuio, cnacTich OT HCHABUCTHOT'O Y)KMHA HE y/1aJ10Ch:
MPOXOISIIUN AUIMKAHC OCTAHOBUTCS B MeJsipoe OKOJIO TOIy-
Houu. [lo-gpyromy B XaiiT He 10OpaThcsl, pa3Be TOJIBKO B COO-
CTBEHHOM KHUIIAKE.



Edumusa ncnpodoBana Bce, 9YToObl HE OKa3aThCs 3a OJHUM
crosioM ¢ JIploncom. CHauana 3akaTwia CKaHJall, IOTOM CKa3a-
nack OonpbHOM. Korja ke moHssia, 4To MaTh U TETKa HACTpOe-
HBI CEpPbE3HO, MOMPOCTy cOexana. MoxeT, el U ynanoch Obl OT-
CHJIEThCSI B CTapoM sIOIOHeBOM cafy, ecim Obl He AHHaA. Cect-
py TOC/IaIA Ha TIOUCKY, U OHA OOHApYKUJIa e TAHOe YKPBITHE.
U Bot Epumust miiotana cyr, He 4yBCTBYS BKYyca, MbITAsICh TIPU-
JIyMath, Kak 0e300JIe3HEHHO BBIMYTAThCS U3 CJAOKHUBIIEHCS CH-
Tyauuu. AHHA ee Tep3aHuil He oHuMana. Eie Obl, MBICIEHHO
cecTpa yxe B CTojumile, Onucraer Ha Oanax. K Tomy e oHa Bce-
I71a MeuTaja o 3aMyXecTBe: (pate, KpaCMBOM ILIaThe, CBaICOHOM
TOpTE — M HE MOIJIa NIOHSATH, noueMy Edumus ynopcrsosana. [1o
MHEHUMI0 AHHBI, YIPaBISIONNIA rpaMHU — OTJIMYHAS] TapTHS.
Cama Obl OHa 32 HEro He TOIUIA: CTapoBar, HO Bejib 1 Edpumus B
ee ria3ax 4yTh JIM He CToNeTHSs cTapyxa. CJIoBOM, Ha TIOAJIEPK-
Ky ONTM3KUX HE MPUXOIUIOCh PACCUUTHIBAT.

AmXena ¢ yMHBIM BUJIOM OOCYKJajla ¢ TOCTEM BUJIbI HA YPO-
xail. Epumust noragpiBamack: TeTka BeIOpasia CTONb CKYyYHYIO
TeMy TOJIBKO JIJIsI TOTO, 4TOOBI JIBIOWC OJIECHYJI KpaCHOPEUHEM.
[To TOil ke mpuuyMHEe eil BAPYr MOHAAOOWUIOCh €ro MHEHUE O
HeJlaBHEW MOCTaHOBKE, KOTOPYIO YIPABJISIOIIEMY TOCUACTIUBU-
Jock nocetuTsb. [Ipexae AHxena TeaTpoM HE UHTEPECOBAJIACH,
cuMTasia ero OaJloBCTBOM.

— A BBl OOUTE TeaTp, MUCTpUC Bpok?

Edumus He cTpasy noHsiia, 4To BONPOC MpeJHa3HavaiICs eil.
Hy na, tenepb oHa «mucTpuc», a He «muiean». Mucrpuc bpok,



NoTOMY 4TO cTapiias u3 cecrep. K muammeid 6b1 oOparanich
«mucTpuc AHHa». Ho Belb X HE JIMIIWINA TIBOPSHCTBA, JIblonc
Mor Obl B OUY€peJHOM pa3 He MOJYEPKUBATh COIMAIBHOE TaJICHIE
CEMbHU MOTEHIIMAIbHON HEBECTHI.

HeBylika nosxaJa rjiedyaMu:

— MHe He 10BOIMIIOCH TaM OBbIBATb.

Hu matb, HU TeTs TIOCJie He Ha30BYT ee OYKOU, HO M KOKeTCTBa
C MOTEHIIUATBLHBIM KEHUXOM He JOObIOTCS.

— O, kakoe gocagHoe yIyleHue! — B3MaxHys1 pykamu JIbio-
uc. — Bam Ha/1o HENMPEMEHHO YBUAETh HACTOSIIEE MPEACTaBIIEC-
HHe, a He Ty *KaJKYI0 MapoauIo, KOTOPYIO TAI0T OpossIre TPYIi-
TIbL.

[To cnyyaro yxuHa ynpasstonumid rpadpuau MamkoeTeH npu-
Hapsauics. E¢pumusa Moriia moKJISCThCs, YTO OH 3a0pasi Xpy-
CTSIIIMI CBEPTOK C HOBBIM KOCTIOMOM TOJIbKO cerofHsi. Ha 1en-
HOM IJTATKE COXPAHWIICS HEOTPE3aHHbIN ApJbIK. OH Mpenaresb-
CKHU MeJIbKaJ u3-1oj y31a, koraa Jlstouc asuranics. Epumun na-
JKe CTaJo ero xajiko. beansra tak crapasics, rotopuics! Ho ce-
Os1 OBUIO XKaJbyue.

Edumus yectHo nbitanack. 3akpbiBaja rjia3a U NpeacTaBiis-
7a cebs1 rocroxor bap B KJIeTuaToM TUIaThe M HOYHOM Karope ¢
obopkamu. Bot myxk HakyoHsieTcst v ienyet ee. [1ycTh Bee mpo-
MCXOIMJIO TOJBKO B ee BOOOpaxeHuw, BCskuil pa3 Edumvus B
yxkace B3aparuBayia. O6pa3 Jlplouca B ATMHHOW HOYHOW pyOaii-
K€, €ro Jibicasi MaKyIllKa U HECBEXKEE [IbIXaHUE BbI3bIBAIU OTTOP-
xeHue. VM He Tak y OH yMeH U 0Opa30BaH, YTOObI KOMITCHCH-



poBaTh oCTajbHbIe HelocTaTku. O HEMOMEepHOM OOTraTCTBE TOXE
peuu He 110, — CJIOBOM, JIEBYIIIKA HE HAXO/AWJIA HU €IMHOTO ap-
TyMeHTa B TOJb3y 3amMyXkecTBa. BoBce oHa He cTtapas JieBa, uTo-
Obl IOCTaBUTDb Ha ceOe KPECT U MOWTH 3a MEPBOTr0 BCTPEUHOTO.

— OcropoxHee, Tpyau! — npukpukHyna Menanus Ha npuciy-
ry.

HecuacTHas keHIIMHA U TaK C TPYAOM IMPOTUCKUBAJIACh MEX-
Ny CTEHaMH U CIIMHKaMU CTYJIb€B, HE CTOMJIO BOJTHOBAaTh €€ €I11e
oospbire. [Tomymaenib, HemHoro 3aena. OObYHO Jequ Bpok He
ObLJTa CTOJIL HEPBO3HOM, HO CETO/THSI OCOOCHHBIN JIeHb, BCE JIOJIK-
HO OBITb UIEAILHO.

Edumus He 3Hana, Kak goreprena A0 Aecepra — Tpaaulu-
OHHOTO SIOJIOYHOroO TMpora. be3 Hero He OOXOAMJIUCH HU B OfI-
HOM OporickoM fjome. Kaxnas cembsi 6epexxHo nepenaBaia da-
MUJIBHBIM PELIeNT U3 MOKOJIEHUs1 B TTOKoJieHne. bpokam gocras-
cs peuent Tpynu. Ona go6aBisia K S0J0KaM KOPUILY U YyTOY-
Ky KapgamoHa. MenaHus He ycTaBasla MOBTOPATh, KAK UM IIO-
BE3JIO ¢ IpUciTyror. CeromqHsAImHNuN Beyep 3TO TOJIBKO IOATBEP-
. Jliobast apyrast B cepanax Obl CKUHYJIA MEPETHUK U 3asBU-
na: «CripaBnsiitech camu!» — HO Tpyau cToKO Tepresa Bce 3a-
MeYaHusl.

OpHako Ha cnagKoe B ceMbe BpoKOB 1ojjaiv He TOBKO MUPOT.
Kpenugiasicst Bech Beuep AHHA He cliepkalach U MOJEIUIach ¢
TOCTEM I'PaHIMO3HON HOBOCTBIO:

— Ipencrapnsiere, s1 craHy HeBeCTOW uMIieparopa!

JIbtoric HaXMypuIICS, Ha4YaJl ObLIO:



— botock, Muctpuc AHHa, 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. . .

Ha nomonip npuia Anxena:

— Peus Bcero simib 0 BbI30BE B croiuily rpagersa. Ho Mbl Bce
HajieeMcsl, TIEMSIHHUIA TTPOIBUHETCS UyTOUKY JaJIbIIIe.

OmHaKko HEIOCTAaTOYHO JIaJIeKo, YTOOBI TIONAcTh B YHUCIIO (hu-
HanucTok. Kiiemo nouepu npenaresis HUKyaa He i1eiock. [ycts
CO BpeMeHeM BUHY OapoHa Bpoka HEMHOro CMSIrYuIid, ero poj-
Hbl€ BCE PABHO OCTaBaJIMCh JBOPSIHAMU BTOPOrO COpTa, HE Jisl
JIBOpILIA UMITepaTopa.

— Ky He noxaych, KOrja mpeicTany rnepe 0OTOOPOYHON KO-
MUCCHeli! — BHOBb BOCTOPKEHHO 3aiederana AHHa. — ['ocrioguH
Bap, Bbl, ciy4aiiHO, He 3HaeTe, KTO TyJa BXOIUT?

— Botock, 51 HeOCTaTOYHO MHTEPECOBAJICS OTOOPOM, MUCTPHUC
AmnHa.

— XKanb! — uckpeHHe paccrpounsiach JeByIIKa. — S Hajies1ace,
Bbl MEH:I TIOJJIEPIKHUTE.

— AHHa, — mogMuUrHyJa AHxesa, — Te0e He KaKeTcsl, 9TO HyX-
HO omoub Tpyau? OpHa OHa HE PUHECET CTOIBKO OOKAJIOB.

— Jla BOT xe oHM! — HE *keJasi IOHMMaTh HAMEKOB TETYIIIKH,
AnHa ykazasa Ha Oyder.

— Jlpyrue 6okasbl, AHHA, — HAUMHAJIA CEPANTHCS AHXerna. —
Te camele.

OHa BbIpazuTenbHO MocMoTpesia Ha Edumuio, n miaamas
TJIEMSIHHULIA HAKOHEI IMOHSJIA.

— KoneuHo, Terymika! — noackoumsia OHa ¥ ¢ IIyMOM 3a/BU-
HYJ1a CTYI.



— A g 3aBapio vaio, — BClie/1 3a Hell oAgHsIach Mesnanus. — 1o
YPE3BbIYAMHO BaKHBIN ITPOLIECC, HEJIB3s1 AJOBEPUTH €0 MPUCITYTE.

Edumus He ymuBmiack, HAOOOPOT, €JBa HE paccMesiiach, KO-
I/1a U y TETYIIKU HAllUIOCh BaXKHOE JIEJI0: JOCTaTh U3 norpeda Oy-
ThUIKY J1acputa. Byaro He Moria Bce noarotToBuTh 3apaHee! Ke-
nanue octaButh Epumuio Haegune ¢ JIbloricoM ObLIO CTOJTH Oue-
BUHBIM, POICTBEHHUKH MOTJIM Obl IEHCTBOBATh YyTOUKY TOHb-
uie.

JleBymka HepBHHMYaia. Eil mpeacTosno mogoOpaTh BepHBIE
cioBa 1A OTKasa. Brpodem, BIpyr ynpasisiomun rpadpuHu
OTPaHUYUTCS TPOCTHIMU YXaKUBAHUAMU ! YBBI, IEPBBIE KE €TI0
JercTBUs BApeOe3ru pazouu Haae:xapl. OTKanuIsBIIUCh, JIbio-
UC MOAHSJICS Y MOJIOKUI calipeTKy psAAoM ¢ Tapesikoil. Epumus
CTUCHYJIa NAJIbIIBI, CJIOBHO OKAMEHEIA.

— Munas neau Bpok, — TOpkeCTBEHHO HavyaJl yIpaBJIsSIIONIUH,
yIOTPeOUB MpekHee YBAKUTEIbHOE 0OpallieHre, — BO3MOXKHO, I
MOKAXXyCh BaM M3JIMIIIHE AEP3KHUM, HO CETO/IHA S IPUeXaJl B Balll
JIOM C OJHOU-EIMHCTBEHHOU 1IEJIBIO.

— Kakoit xe?

B ropne nepecoxJiio, ¥ IeByllIKa 3aJ10M BbIIIAJIA CTAKaH BO-
npl. OHa 3mmtack Ha Jlstouca. Pemmrs, Oyaro oHa cormacurcs!
W Benp ete oOMIUTCS, MOTYYUB OTKa3. ByaTo B MX ciTydae MOX-
HO paccuMThiBaTh HA MHOU HUcxon! [lenno gaxke He BO BHEITHOCTH
wim Bo3pacte, E¢pumus HuKkorja He jienana aBaHCOB, Besa ce0s
C NOKJIOHHUKOM TMTOJYEPKHYTO XOJIOIHO U OTCTPAHEHHO.

— Ilpexpacnaa muctpuc Epumus, — neBymika OTIIATHYJIACK,



KOIJa OH, YMYAPUBILIUCH IPOTUCHYTHCS MEXKAY CTYJIOM TETH U
CTEHOM, OCTAHOBWJICS PAJOM C HEU, — MO3BOJIBTE MHE HACATh-
cd... CnoBom, ocyacTiiuBbTe MeHs1, MUcTpuc Epumus, cransre
MOEH. ..

— Her! — He no3Bonuia emy 3akoHuuTh Eprmus.

Illekun ee packpacCHEJIUCH.

— Bul jaxe He Boicymaere? — Hacynwiics Jlbonc. — Hudero
IIPEAOCYAUTENIBHOTO. I yXke roBOpwJI ¢ Balllel MaTyILKOU, OHa
Jajia corjiacue. . .

— Bor Ha Hen u xeHuTech! — B cepanax Bomanwia Epuvus.

CJ0BHO CJIOH B MOCYJHO# JIaBKe, AEBYIIKA MPOJIO-Kuia cede
KPYKHOU MyTb K BbIxoAy. CBATHIE CBUETENH, OHA IBITAIACH, HO
HE COIIAIaThCs XKe Ha OpaK U3 BEKJIMBOCTHU!

— Edumus, — nosneresn B crimHy BCTPEBOXKEHHBIY rojoc Mena-
HUH, — YTO CITYUYUJIOCH?

OOGepHyBIIKUCH, AeBYILKa yOequaach: U MaTyllIKa, U TeTKa, U
AHHa KapayJ MM Ha MOpore KyXHH, AT KOHIIA OOBbSICHEHU .

Bexars, npsiMo ceituac 6exartn!

Cryda KabIyKamu MO CKPHITyYMM CTyreHbKam, Epumust ra-
Jajia, CKOJIbKO BpEMEHH y Hee B 3arnace. CHauaia pogHble yCIo-
KOSAIT TOCTsl, MPOBOJAT €0 U TOJIBKO MOTOM NPUMYTCS 3a Hee.
Beixogut, B 3anace OT napbl MMHYT IO YETBEPTH Yaca — B 3aBU-
CHUMOCTH OT cTernieHu oou bl JIbtonca. Huuero, ona ycnieer. Bemu
coOpaHbl, OCTAJIOCh B3ATh JEHbIM U MPUXBATUTh CUHEE IUIAThe
TeTku. Eprmust He 3a0pasia ero paHblile, Tak Kak Ornacasiach, YTo
AHKeJla HaJICHET ero Ha Bevep.



— Edpumus!

Teneps ronoc marepu 3Byvail TBEpKe, CypoBee.

JleBy1IKa CTUCHY/IA KYyJ1akH, HO He ocTaHoBUJIack. C3aau 1o-
CJIBIIIAJIMCh TOpOIUIMBbIe Iard. Jlean Bpok HarHana aous y
JBEpU CHJILHA W yXBaTWia 3a IUIEYO, 3aCTaBUB OOEPHYTHCS.
[Mpex e math Tak TpyOO ceOs He Belia, BHIXOAUT, OHA B SIPOCTH.
Tak u ectb. Ha mekax Menanuu pacusesiu JBa My pIypHbIX MST-
Ha, TyOBI MOJPArvBaIH.

— Vopsamas nepuonka! — Terka Obl opapuina Epumuio 3Byd-
HOW OIUIEYXOW, HO JieAu BpoK mpocTo noBbickia rojoc. — Thl cen-
Yac ke CIYCTHUIILCS U U3BUHUIIILCS NIepe]] rocnoguHoM bapom.

— Jlaxxe He nmoaymaro.

JleByllika CKMHYJIa PyKy CO CBOETO Ijieva.

—I'mynas! — cokpymeHHo nokavana rososov Menanus. — s
TBOEro ke Osara! Yk He 3Haio, YTO Thl TaM CKazajia, HO AHKe-
Jie e[1Ba yaaJloch BCE YIaUTh, IEPEXBATUTD TOCTsI OyKBaJIbHO Ha
nopore. CKaxu: IepeBOTHOBAIACK.

— Bosce ner. { He coOuparoch JraTs.

— MunocTuBble CBSITHIE, HY 4YTO MHE C TOOOH nenatb? —
BCIUIECHYA pyKam# Bl1oBa bpok. — [ToiiMu xke, Tebe HyKHO BbIii-
™ 3amyX. [la, Tel y MeHs1 KpacaBuIla, MPH MHBIX OOCTOSITENb-
CTBax pasBe s1 Obl mpocBatayia Teds1 3a ynpasisoniero? Ho yx
JIydllle OH, YeM MPUKUBAJIKOW y TOH ke cecTpbl. BnodaBok roc-
noavH bap B ¢haBope y rpadunum, Thl €i TOke HpaBHIlbCA. Mo-
KeT, oHa TeOsl B 3aBelaHUU yIoOMsHeT? Y Hee JieHer MHOTO, a
W3 HACJIEJHUKOB — TOJIBKO HEMyTEBBIi ChIH-OpeTep.



— Marymika, 51 He Bblilly 3a rocnonuHa bapa, — Kak MOXHO
crniokoiHee nosropwia Edpumvus.

Korna e ponHbie moiMyT Ty TpocTyio Belih? Hu 3aBernanue
rpadpunn MamkOereH, HU camoe Oe[ICTBEHHOE TMOJIOKEeHUe, HU
0OIIIECTBEHHOE MPE3peHue K 3aCUIEBIIIUMCS B HEBECTaX JIEBYIII-
KaM He 3aCTaBAT ee NMOWTHU 3a rocrioguHa bapa. JIstouc er coBcem
He noaxoaut. Pa3ee marh He BUIUT, Kak OH IIyM, HE 3aMevaer
€ro MaHep, JIbICUHBI U NPouuX (pu3nyeckux HepocrarkoB? Eciu
Y& TIpofaBath ceds1, To 3a Oosblinyio 1ieHy. ['ocnionua bap 3aruia-
TUTb €€ SIBHO He MOT.

— Tak oH chnenan npenoxenue? — He yHUMalach MenaHusl.

— Ilourtu. { He no3BoIMIIA €My JOTOBOPUTD.

— Ox, nypa, ynpsamas aypa!

Jlenm Bpok obxBatwmia ronoBy pykamu. [lepen ee riazamu
npoHecnach Oe3pajgocTHast KapTtuHa Oymyiiero. CyiiecTBoBaTh
TOJILKO Ha CKPOMHYIO PEHTY, JIMIIUThCS OOIecTBa rpadpuHu
Mamx6eTeH, mpuBJIeKaTeIbHBIX IIeH B JIaBKaX — M BCE TI0 MUJIO-
CTH CJIMIIIKOM TrOp/IoM 1ouepu!

— Xopolio, Muiasi OaphIIlHs, — 4yTh JIM HE BIIEPBbIE 3a BCIO
KU3Hb Menanus pelnia NposiBUTh CTPOrOCTb, — TOTIA OTIIPAB-
JsiTeCh K cebe U XOPOIIEHbKO MOAyMaiTe HaJl CBOUM TIOBEJIe-
HueM. Bbl He BolfifieTe U3 10Ma, MOKa He TPUMETe MPeIIOKEeHUS
JIptonca bapa.

— To ecTb HUKOIAA, — CO CMEIIKOM pe3iomupoBaia Epumus
Y CKpPbUIACh 32 JBEPBIO.

Bort u pemmmiack ee cynp6a. Marymika He ocTaBuia BeIOOpa.



YO6enuBImch, 9TO OHA YIILJIA, CIIelIa BCeJIUTh HAJekK 1y B OTBEP-
JKEHHOTO keHuxa, EpumMust BeITalmiIa yeMoiad 1 OecCTpariHo
HaBeJajlach B KOMHATY TETKH, a 3aTeM B Clla/ibHIO Matepu. [Tomu-
MO JIeHeT JIeBYIIIKa MPUXBaTHIIa OapXaTHbI MEIIOUeK CO CBOMMU
JparorieHHOCTsIMU. Tak, HI4ero oCOOEHHOT0, HUKAKMX OPHJLIH-
AHTOB U BBIUYPHBIX Okepeni. JleBOUKe-MoIpOCTKY MONarairch
CKpPOMHBbIE U HEOPOCKHE KaMHU BPOJIe ’KeMuyra 1 stHTapsi. B cBoe
BpeMsi Epumum yianock ux npuripsitaTb, 3a0path B cChUIKY. [le-
BYIIIKA KaK pa3 3aKaH4MBasa cOOpPHI, KOT/la B KOMHATY 3arjisiHyJa
AmnHa. Cripsarars yemonas E¢pumus He ycnena, cectpa Bce BUe-
Jla, HO He BbIajIa, YeM 3aCTyXKUja MBICIICHHYIO OJ1arofiapHOCTb.

— Coexarp pemuna?

Edumus kuBHyNIa U, He MIss, 3aKUHY/Ia B YeMOJIaH HEMHO-
TOYUCJIEHHYIO KOCMETHKY.

— TeOs He oTHyCTAT, TETKA B ABEPSIX CTOUT, — MpeAyNpeania
AHHa 1 1IenoToM Npu3Haiachk: — §1 Gosiiack, Mocyie TBOEro OTKa-
3a MaTh MEHS eMy B JKeHBbI peuIokuT. M 310 HakaHyHe otOopa!
Ax, Dddu, st 661 ymepra, CIOBO Aal0, B TOT K& MUT ymepia Obl,
ecau Obl MeHsI IpocBaTtaiu 3a rocnonuHa bapa! OH Takoi cra-
pblil U coBceM HUKTO. To M Jesio ummepatop! — MeuTaresibHO
n00aBMIIa OHA U TUTIOXHYJIACh HA KPOBaTh. — 3aKPhIBAIO I71a3a U
BUXKY: 51 BO JIBOPIIE, B KPACUBOM IUIaThe TAHILYIO C €r0 BeJnye-
CTBOM, a BCE CMOTPSIT, pa3UHYB PTHI.

VapiOka npotuB Boiu TpoHyna ryosl E¢pumun. Eit Oyner He
xBaraThb AHHbI. CecTpa CTOJIb MIJIA U HETIOCPEACTBEHHA, JTyUUK
comHia B cepoctu OynHedl. Ho Hmdyero, kak tompko Edummus



YCTPOUTCSI HA HOBOM MECTE, HEITPEMEHHO HABECTUT POIIHBIX.

— A THI Kyga coopasacs?

Crapmas cectpa noMmeaawia ¢ oreetoM. He npusHaBarbes
e, 4TO yKpaJia MpUIJiallieHue U coOpaiach 3aHSITh YyK0e MECTO,
ocobeHHo nocie danTtazuii AHHbL [Tostomy Edumus otBermna
YKJIOHYMBO:

— IlonpITaro cyactes B TOpPoOAE.

— IIpaBuIiibHO, — IO-CBOEMY IOHSJIA €€ CECTPA, — TaM KEHUXHU
Ooraue, CTo OYKOB rocrnoguny bapy maayt. Tonbko Tbl, — AHHA
3aMellKaIach U CIJIOTHYJIA, CIEP/KMBAS HAKATUBIIUE BAPYT Clie-
3bl, — MMUIIH, 00s13aTeIbHO MUK, Dpdu!

Ona Tak Ha Hee cMoTpena, uto EpriMun npuiioch KUBHYTh.
AHHa TyT ke yCIIOKOWJIACh, IOBeceesa. Bocnonb30BaBIIMCh I1e-
pemeHou ee HacTpoenusi, Epumust nonpocuna cectpy coerarsb
BHU3, pa3BeJaTb OOCTAHOBKY. YBBI, Ta MPUHECTA HEYTEITUTE b-
HbIE BECTU: [IPOBOJIMB I'OCTsA, AHKeJIa 3arepiia BXOIHYIO 1BEpPb U
yHecia kimod. Ceituac oHu ¢ MentaHuel iy Ha KyXHe pomaii-
KOBBII Yai, MPUXOVIIN B ce0s1 ITOCTIe COPBAHHOTO 3BAHOTO YKH-
Ha. [Ipunercs 6exatp yepe3 okHO. Epumust nprkuHya paccro-
STHUE [0 3€MJIM: MOXHO PUCKHYTh. Jla W Jiydlie ciomarh HOTY,
YyeM cTaTh rocroxoi bap. Matb ¢ TeTKOW He YCIOKOATCS, MOKa
He JOOBIOTCST CBOETO.

CHauana faeByllIKa CIyCTWJIAa HAa CAMOJEJIbHOM BEPEBKE W3
IPOCTBIHEW YeMoiaH. YOeIMBIINCH, YTO y3JIbl KPETIKKe, a TKaHb
He MopBaJlach, PEINIIACH JIE3Th cama.

— INoxenait MHe ynauu, AHET!



Edumus umokHyna cecTpy B LLIEKY UM NEpEeKUHYJIa HOTY Ye-
pe3 MonoKOHHUK. C HENPUBBIYKY OHA CITyCKaJIaCh ME/IJIEHHO, I1a-
Py pa3 e[Ba He copBajiach, HO B UTOre OJIArornoay4YHO KOCHY/IACh
3emuii. OCTaBajIoCh TOJIBKO MOPAA0BAThCS, YTO OKHA KYXHHU BbI-
XOIVWJTU HA 10T, MHA4Y€e POJIHBIE JABHO Obl 3aMETHIIN OEIJISIHKY.

Jlamonu ropenu, Ha HUX NOABWIMCH ccaauHbl. lypHo! HyxHo
KYMUTb 32KUBJISIIOLIEH Ma3H, a TO pelaTt, Oy/ITo OHa He ABOPSIH-
Ka, yKpaJia [puIalleHue.

Edumus 3HakoM nonpocuia cecTpy BTSHYTh CaAMOJEIbHYIO
BEPEBKY. YOeqMBIINCh, YTO AHHA ee MOHsUIA, Mociana e Bo3-
OYUIHBIM TOLENYH W, TMOAXBAaTWB YEMOJAH, 3allaraiga IMpoyb.
Edumus civHO oliy1iasna B3I CECTPb, HO HU pa3y He 00ep-
Hynach. OHa HaJesaach yCneTb Ha MOYTOBbINA TUIMKAHC U 3]H-
Jack Ha rocnogvHa bapa. He mpumiacu ero terka Ha yXUH,
He cjiesail OH npeioxenre, Epumus CriokoiHO 3akoHYMIIa Obl
cOOpHI U He rajasa, oro3/aeT wiu HeT. Bio6aBok creMHeno, TyT
Obl UATU MEJIEHHO, OCTOPOXHO, a ei MPAKTUYEeCKU MPUXOIH-
J0ck 6exath. Menpoii He KOHEeUHas! CTAHIHSI, B ITyTH BCSAKOE CITy-
yaercs, JUINKAHC MOT KaK PUUTH paHbllE, TAK U 3a1€PKaThCH.

XBana HeOecam, E¢pumus ycniena v oy pasy He ynana. U, cna-
cnbo cBaTON Bepacwuii, B TujvMkaHCe HAILJIOCh CBOOOTHOE MECTO.
JleBylka OThICKaJIa Ky4epa, IPOTAHYJIA EMY MATYIO aCCUTHALUIO
¥ JIOTOBOPHMJIACH O Oaraxe, Mmocie o CIIOKOWHBIM cep/lieM 3a0pa-
Jlach BHYTPb.

Jlomaieit noMeHsuu, ¥ TUINKAHC TPOHYJICS, YHOCS OCTIISTHKY
IIPOYb OT MECT, TaK U HE CyMEBILUX CTaTh €€ JOMOM.



I'nmaBa 3

Edumus peaxo OviBana B Xaiite 1 Tenepb B pacTepsiHHOCTH
3amMeplia y Io4ToBoM ctaHuuu. Kak MHOro Jsirofei nociie CoHHO-
ro Menpos! OHa caMIIKOM JOAro MpOXKiIa B ITIYIIHA U yCIena
OTBBIKHYTb OT cyeThl. «Hy, 4yero Bcrana? — MBICJIEHHO BCTPSIX-
HyJa ce0s. — CraHelb pa3eBaTh poT, Jajbllle KyXHU HE IoMa-
neib. Vi rocnioxkoit bap crate xouens? Tak erie He MO3IHO,
MOJXeIlb BepHYThCs» . CamoOndyeBanue momorio. E¢pumvus Harte-
nia Macky Oe3pa3inyusi — OHa Ha/IeXKHO M30aBJisiiia OT HEHYX-
HBIX 3HAKOMCTB U IVTyIIBIX BOIIPOCOB — M PEIIMTENIBHO 3alarajia K
nentpy. HyxHo oteickats [loM 3acenanuid, riae mpoxoausi oT0o-
POYHBIIA Typ, OTMETUTHLCS U TT03a00TUTHCS O BPEMEHHOM JKHUITBE.

WHTepecHo, CKObKO ypoYeK ClIeTesoch Ha OTOHEK, BooOpa-
3uB ce0s Oynymumu nmneparpuniamu? HauBHas mpocrora, 3a
nobesy cTaHeT OMThCS BbICIIAsl apucTtokparusi. OHM TOUHO He
OIYCTATCS A0 MyOTMYHOTO CMOTpa — Pa3BJICUEHHsI TS JIIOfIeH
nonpoiue. Epumus noporo Obl fana, 4ToObl TO3HAKOMUTHCS C
KEM-TO U3 TeX NMPUBUJIETUPOBAHHBIX JeByIleK. COOCTBEHHO, 3a
9TUM OHa U npuexana B XaiT. Ho Hu4ero, raBHoe — IpUMeb-
KaTbCsl, TIOKa3aTh 0OPa30BaHHOCTh M XOPOIIME MaHEpHl, TOrJa
ynada cama Te0s1 Haiinet. B atom Epumus He comHeBanach. Yk
XOT$1 OBl CKPOMHBIE MEUTBI CBATBIE CLIOCOOHBI UCTIONHUTB !

Camoe 3anagHoe rpadcTBO MMIIEPUM HUKOIIA HE BXOIWIIO
B UMCJIO OOTaTedIMX, OJHAKO W TYT HAIUIOCh MECTO POCKOIIIH.



XalT MIeHs1 B30p IEKOPUPOBAHHBIMU IJ1a3y POBAHHOW TUIUTKOM
(hacamamu 0COOHSKOB MeCTHOU 3HATH. BOJBITMHCTBO WX Biia-
JIeJIbIIEB JKWJIM TYT BCErO HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB B TOMY, a TO U BO-
BCE HE MOABJISUIUCH JECATWIETUSAMU, Beab U3 Opos 10 CTONU-
1l MHOTO Hezienb yTu. Ho Te, KTo octascs, o pa3HbIM pUYH-
HaM He yAePKaIUCh MPU ABOPE, CTPEMUITUCH MEPEIIETONSITh IPYT
apyra. K npumepy, crapanusimu repriora Oprosa B CBoe Bpems
B XaiiTe BO3BEJIM HE YCTyNAaBIlIEe CTOJIMYHOMY 3[jaHUE TeaTpa, a
npuHll XeHpuK [ITr1ienoB B KOHIIE IPOIILIOro CTOJIETHSI OCHOBAJT
yHuBepcuteT. TOT caMblid, KOTOpbIA He 3akoHuYMII JIptouc bap.
Ero BbICOKHE, IMUTUPOBABIIIUE 3aMKOBBIE OAIIIHUA XOPOIIIO MPO-
CMaTpuBaIUCh B mpocBeTe OynbBapa ['po3. C HUMM Ha paBHBIX
COllEpHUYAJa parylilia, BO3BE/IEHHAs U3 KpacHoro kupnuya. Ty-
na Edumus 3arisiHy1a B IEpBYIO ouepe/ib U B OOMEH Ha TpUIia-
IIeHWe TOJTyYrIa 3aBeTHBIN ajapec Jloma 3aceaHuil.

Benubiii cnyxaiuii! OH HaBepHSKa MPOKJISLIT JECATKU JAEBMII,
TOJIKABIIMXCS ¥ TayieBIMx O6e3 ymonky. [Topoit onu He ymenu
CBSI3aTh MAPhI CJIOB, OJHAKO TOXKE METUJIM B UMIIEPATPUILIbIL.

— Kak Ha sipmapke!

Edumus ¢ obneryenvem BbiOpanach Ha IUIOIMIAAb, MeuTast
JIIITH 00 OTHOM — MOBAJIMTHLCS Ha MocTesb. C HEMPUBBIYKHU 0O-
nenu pyku. JIaqoHu MoK pacHe U, YeMOJJaH TO U JIEJI0 YMPKa MO
HACTUJIy TpoTyapa. Bot oHa — 6egHocTs! UTO TONKY B ByasieTke
Y Hapsaax, ecid HekoMy JoHecty Bemu? Opnako Edumus e
cnaBajiack. OHa He JIJIs TOro coexasa U3 JIoMa, YTOObI PaCXHbI-
KaThCsl TIPU NIEPBBIX K€ TPYTHOCTSIX.



B ouepenHoOi pa3 OnIAEBIINCD, IEBYIIKA 3AMETUJIA BBIBECKY
roctuHuIbl. OHa BRITTISIAENA TPe3eHTa0ebHO, XO391H He TTOCKY-
NIWJICS TOABECUTD Y BXOJIa TOPIIKU C repaHbio, u Epumus perm-
nack. JIvib 66l HOMEp OKazascs 1o cpeacTBaMm, UHave... O Bes-
KHUX «MHA4Ye» J1I0Yb MATEKHOIO reHepasia Mpeanoyuraia JyMaThb
10 Mepe UX MOCTYIUIEHUS.

[Mpuo6onpusics, Epumust oqHOM pyKo# mogxBaThiIa 4eMo-
JaH, APYrou — Moo marhbA. JIo 3aBETHOM LIeJIN OcTaBajlach BCe-
I'0 rapa I11aroB, KOr/a cripaBa Moc/bIIIaJICs TPO3HBIN OKPUK: «be-
perucs!» B cinenyiomumi Mur JeByIlKa OUlyTHIIA CJIBHBIM yaap.
Ee nonopocuio B Bo3myx. YeMosaH ¢ IIyXuM CTYKOM OTJIeTeN
Ha TPOTYyap, 3aBEPTEJICS BOTUKOM.

3acroHaB, Epumus koe-kak cena rnocpeause moctopoil. [1ie-
YO HbUIO, Ha 3aThUIKE CTPEMUTENBHO HaMBaiach muiika. Cyas
10 TOMY, Kak OOJIe3HEHHO MYJIbCUpOBaJla HOTa, OHA NOCTpajiaia
oT yaapa. Bro6aBok npu najgeHur y AEBYIIKM 3apajach 00Ka,
Y TeNepb pOTO3€U MSUIMJINCh Ha €€ IITOIaHble Yylku. Edpumus
37100HO 3BIPKHYJIA HA HAX U MOCHENINIa OIEPHYTh OO

Bena He npuxoaut ofHa — eie U Tyduis Kyga-To NojeBalach.
CkJ1agpiBasioch BrievatieHue, OyaTo MUpO3jaHie BCTYIUIIO B 3a-
rOBOp € ponHe, noarankupas E¢pumuio k 3aMmyXecTBy ¢ yIpas-
nsonwM rpaduan MamkbeTeH.

Opnako yto npousonwio? [IeByiika B HEIOYMEHUM MTOKOCH-
JIach HA JIOIIAIMHbIE MOP/bI B KAKOM-TO MeTpe oT ceds1. KapTuH-
Ka MEJJIEHHO CKJaJplBajiack B Mo3ry. KoHu, Kapera, BCTpeBO-
JKEHHBbIE JIIOJIU, OKPUK. .. BoucTHHY, XOpOoIIeHbKOEe Hayaso — efl-



Ba He yrogutb nof sxkunax! Iocneanuid, cyns o no30104eHHON
pe3bOe, MpUHAJIeKal 3HaTHOW ocobe. Bece paBHO 3TO He MOBOJ
JIaBuUTh mofen. Kyuep rHan kak cymaciieainmii, He TpUTopMo-
3UJ1 Tiepesi MoBOpoToM, nHaue Edpumus Obl BoBpeMs 3ameTuia
OMACHOCTb.

— DU, Yero pasJeriach?

V Hero elie XBaTaJlo HArJIOCTH JAEP3UTh!

JleByllika omapuia Kydepa ucrenessiomuMm B3nisaom. Ilpe-
MUPATHCS CO CIIYTAMU — YHU3UTEJIBHO 17151 ABOPSIHKH.

— Iloxoxe, 910 Bama.

Kakou-to napenek npotsHysn Edumun cneresinyio Tydoo.
Omna no6marogapuiia ero KUBKOM T0JI0BbI U 00Yy-J1ach. 3aTeM Mo-
IbITAJIACh BCTaTh, HO MOTepIiesia (pUacko.

[omoBa rynena Kak Komokom: 6oM-6om-6om. Jlogprkka omyx-
Jna, riatbe B rpsa3u. Ha riaza naBepHyucs 3ibie ciiesbl. Epumus
BBITEpJIA UX ThUJIbHOW CTOPOHOM JIaJJOHU. XBATUT CIIIOHU HA KYy-
JIaK HamartblBaTh, OTEll HE 3TOMY ee yuui. [locuaur HeMHoro u
BCcTaHeT. He co BTOpOM MOIMBITKY, TaK C IECATOM.

— Yto cnyuunsnoch, Mapk, moueMy Mbl OCTAHOBUJIUCH ?

W3 okoliKka KapeThl BLICYHYJIaCh HEJOBOJIbHASA KEH-ILMHA.

— Jla pasuHs nop Koneca Opocuiiach, — MOYTUTENBHO MTPUTION-
HSB LIUIAIY, OTBETWII Kyuep u noroponws E¢ummuio: — Berasan
yke, He BUIUIIIb, MUJISAN TOPOIUTCS !

— 41 He mpocToMoANHKA, YTOOBl MHE «ThIKaTh» ! — 103a0bIB O
BOCIIUTaHUU, OTPbI3HYJIACh AEBYIIIKA.

Ecnu y Hee HET COOCTBEHHOTO KUMAka, 3TO HUYEro He 3Ha-



yuT. MOXHO MOAYMaTh, OHA WM €€ MaTh BUHOBATHI, YTO OUyTH-
quch 3aeck? Ecimm Ha To monwio, cripoc ¢ Jlenapa 'op3ena. He
Oy/ib ero, oTell ¥ OpaThsi OCTAIUCH OBl )KUBBI M BEPHO CITYKUJIN
KOpPOHE.

Kyuep ornycrun B agpec Epuimun kpenkoe cioBLO U, yCTaB
KJ1aTh, B3MaxHyJl KHyToM. Heyxenu ynaput? Edpumus B yxace
MPUKpPBLIA [J1a3a ¥ 3aCJIOHUIA MO pyKor. K cyacThio, OH TONb-
KO Iyrajl — Ou4 MpOCBUCTEN HaJ FOJIOBOMA.

CamMoynpaBCTBO CIIyTH HE TOHPABWIOCH BIAAEIIHUIIE KAPETHI.
Omna nmotpedoBasia HeMeJIeHHO MTPEeKPAaTUTh UCTS3aHNE HeCUacT-
HOW U yYaCTJIMBO MTOMHTEPECOBAIACH:

— C Bamu Bce B TNopsiJike, MuJiasi?

Edumus npuciymanack K COOCTBEHHBIM OITYIIEHUSM U TIO-
KayaJja rojioBoMu.

Hapon Bokpyr Bce mpuObBai. Jlomu HOPOBWIM MPOJIE3Th
Omke, y3HaTh, 4TO Cny4msiock. CTomb MPUCTAIbHOE BHUMAaHKE
cmymiasio He Tonbko Edumuio. ApuctokpaTka Besesa ycaauTh
TIOCTPAJIABIIYIO B SKHIAK, TIOOOEIAB OTBE3TH K JIEKapIoO.

— Yemonan! — crioxBaruiack Epumus.

[Tpomeniu oHa XOTh MHT, OCTajach Obl 6€3 HEXUTPBIX MMOKUT-
KOB. A Tak 4eMO/iaH MOAHSIN, HACKOPO 3alIUXHY/IU BHYTPb Bbl-
MaBIIMe BEIU — BOT CThIJl, HUXKHee Oenbe! — 1 yOpanu B Oarax-
HBIU AIIUK.

CHoga 1mienkHya 6ud. Bexparnnynu koHu, pasrossis 3eBak. Ka-
peTa iepHyJiach U MOKATUIIA 10 yJIUIIE.

Edumus ocTopoxHO, 4TOOB HE TOTPEBOKUTD YHIMOJIEHHOE



IJ1e40, OTKMHYJIACh HA MSITKOE cUJieHbe. Tenepb OHa cMoTrIa JTy4-
11I€ paCCMOTPETh KOCBEHHYI0 BUHOBHHUILY Nepernosnoxa. sKeHmm-
Ha okaszajlach poBecHULel Menanuu. [locepeOpeHHble Jierkon
CEIMHOM BOJIOCHI YJIOXKEHBI BOJTHAMU, OTKPbIBasi BUCKU. MUHHU-
aTiopHas UIsnKa ykpamieHa Oyradpopckumu ¢ppykramu. Ha ee
(pore Byasietka Eprmun kazanach eBa M He CAHOHUMOM Jyp-
HOBKYCHSl. YMEPEHHO JEKOIBTUPOBAHHOE 10 yTPEHHEMY BpeMe-
HM IJIaThe PACIIUTO cepeOpsiHON HUTHIO. JIUII0 pUsATHOE, C MST-
KUMU yepTaMu. BosJie r1a3 u B yrojikax pra 3aieriv MOPLIUHKY.

Bnagenuia kapetsl Toxe UCKOca nocmarpusaia Ha Edpumuio,
ragas, Kak ¢ Hey OCTYIUTb. ATHEIIKa ONa3AblBaJla, JIy4dlle Bbl-
caguTh JEBYINKY Ha Omkaiiiiem nepekpectke. OHa Obl Tak U
nocTynuJia, eciu Obl He Koubilo Epumun. [ocnenusis He Hocuia
NIepuaToK, MO3TOMY OHO cpa3y Opocanoch B ria3a. Kymuts mo-
JNOOHOE MelllaHKa He MOIJIA, TOJIbKO YKPacTh, BBIXOAUT, HE3HA-
KOMKa He TaK IpocTa.

[MoxeBaB ryobl, ArHelIKa penivia BCe MPOsSICHUTH:

— IIpocturte, ecimu MoKaxych BaM OECTAKTHOM, HO KTO BbI?

Edumus oxuaana nogodHoro Bornpoca. KopoTtkas nepenpiii-
Ka TIOMOTIJIa COOPAThCsl C MBICISIMU U 3aTOTOBUTH OTBET.

— Kro g takasa? — nosropuia aesyuika. — Beero ymms of-
Ha U3 COMCKATEJIbHUL] PYKH €TI0 UMIIEPATOPCKOro BeInJecTBa. S
HEJIaBHO MpYeXaJa v HallpaBJIsulach B TOCTUHUILY, KOTrJja Balll Ky-
yep MmeHs cOu. [IpaBo, He 3Hal0, COMAYT JIM CUHSIKHM 10 OTOO-
pOYHOro Typa!

Edumus paccunTsiBana chIrpaTth Ha COBECTH ATHEHIKHA U HE



nporagaia. Ta cMyIeHHO OTBEpHYJIach, CLIETIUB PYKU Ha KoJie-
HSIX.

— MHe yxacHO aJib! — B3[IOXHYJIa BJIa/Ie/IA SKUTaxka. — Bbl
ofiHa, Oe3 CIIyT, Ha JIOpOre. . .

— He Bce 1BOpsIHCKUE CeMbU OAMHAKOBO 00ECIIEUCHBI, — FOp-
JI0 CBepKHyJa rna3amu Edpumust, — oHaKoO Bce OIMHAKOBO OJia-
ropoanbl. Cityra IpoBOAMII MEHSI JIO PATYIIIH, a TIOCJIE B ABYKOJI-
K€ BEPHYJICS JIOMOHA.

Jloxpb naBanack jierko. Moxer, noromy, uto E¢umus nepe-
TUIeTajga ee ¢ MpaBJoi, Ha X0y COUYMHSIS JIETCHIY JUIsl OTOOpA.
OHna Hajesach, TOOPOMOPSAI0YHAS APUCTOKPATKA OILJIATUT Bpa-
Ya ¥ HOMEpP B TOCTHHHUIIE, XOTS Obl HA CYTKH, HO Ta TOIILJIa TO-
pazio Jajbllie.

— Eme pa3 u3BuHmTE, 51 HHKOMM 00Pa30M He Kesaa Bac oou-
nethb. [To3BonbTe npejicTaBuThes: rpaduHs ArHerika Jlemap, Jie-
v Biekkyok. He GecriokoiTech, — NIMPOKO YIBIOHYBIIUCH, KEH-
IIMHA HAKPbLIa JIaJIOHbI0 pyKy Edumum, — Bbl monajere Ha OT-
60p. DTO camoe MaJioe, UTO s MOTY JUIsl Bac creiarh. B3amew,
IPOIIly, HUKOMY HE pacCKa3blBalTe O MOCTUTIIEN Bac HETIPUAT-
HOCTH !

JleBy1IKa pacCestHHO KMBHYJIA, HE B CHJIaX ITOBEPUTH B IPOKUC-
xopsiee. Arnemka Briekkyok! Bpsin v 310 coBniasienue, Bpsij
v ouu opHodammibibl. ['pad Jlemap, nopn Biiekkyok — noBe-
peHHoe JnIo umneparopa B rpadcrse Opoit. Eciu Bce nipaBia,
Edumus cornmacunack 661 HAOUTH e11ie JECATOK MIHUIIEK.

[Mpepnoxenne ArnHemku ee Oonee yem ycrpamBayio. Coo0-



IIaTh POAHBIM O MOCTUTIIEM €€ HECUACThe OHA U TaK He IIaHU-
poBasia. He B maTepecax Eprmun, 4toObl pasrHeBaHHAs TETYII-
Ka mpuMyYasach 3a Heil B Xaiit. Bno6aBok, ToNbKO ycbiiaB ¢a-
mumio Bpok, ArHenika 3a0epeT oOpaTHO oOellaHie MPOBECTU
MOCTPAJABIIYIO 110 €€ BUHE JIEIM CKBO3b CUTO MEPBOHAYAILHOTO
otoopa.

— ChbIH BCe YCTPOUT, 51 TOXE 3aMOJIBJIIO 32 BaC CJIOBEYKO. Bao-
06aBOK BbI Takas KpacaBWlla, UMIIEpATOp HEMPEMEHHO JOJIKEeH
BaC YBUJIETh, — BOOMYIIEBJIEHHO ItieOeTasia rpaduHs.

Beixomut, ona mare Toro camoro jnopga biekkyoka. Toxe
Herioxo. [J1aBHOe, He TOPONUTHCS, IPSMO Celvyac He MPOCUTh
pEeKOMeH/1aTelIbHbIX nceM. I'paduHs cama npeasiokuT.

DKUNax MOJKATHII K YKpaIlIEeHHON UMIIEPCKUMHU (piraramu ro-
crunuie. [lomnesHoe 3qaHKe ¢ BBIYYpPHOU JIETHUHOW M aXKyp-
HBIMM pelIeTKaMH OaJTKOHOB Pa3UTEIbHO OTJIMYAIOCh OT CKPOM-
HOTO TIAHCHOHA, B KOTOPOM coOupasiach OCTaHOBUThCS Edu-
mus. [loHauany feBylliKka ¥ BOBCe MPUHsLIA €ro 3a JABOpeLl, Ofl-
HY W3 MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX pe3uAcHUmMN nMreparopa. K cuacrteio,
OHA OCTaBWJIa CBOM IpeIoIokeHHs Mpu cede, a To Obl yroauia
B HEJIOBKYIO CUTYAlIHIO.

Ha otmBagiieit 30710ToM TabiIniKe 3HAYUIIOCh: «-AHJIPeIi».

— Bo3bMuTe MOI0 HakMIKy. — ATHENIKa MOIIapuia 1o cuje-
HbIO U MPOTSHYJA JeBYyILKe roiy0od MbUIbHUK. — Bam syuine
BPEMEHHO COXPAHUTh UHKOTHUTO.

Edumus kuHyna. X xeaHus MOJHOCTHIO COBIAIAJIH.

OO6enM KeHIMHAM yYTHBO TIOMOTJIN BBIMTH U3 KapeThl. Edu-



MU I MBICJIEHHO ITOOIaroiapusia MUpO3JaHue: cama Obl OHA BbIBA-
JMJIach KaK KyJb. [leByika 3Hama, rpaduHs HaOMomaeT 3a He,
MI03TOMY, Kak Obl HA ObLIIO OOJBHO, HYKHO TIOCTAPAThCSI CKPHITH
XPOMOTY. 3aTO MOHO CKOJIbKO YTOTHO KOPUUTh IPUMACHI — Ka-
MIOIIOH HAJIE)KHO CrpsATall MO OT 3eBak. CtucHyB 3yonl, Edu-
MUs 0OCTaBHJIA BCE TaK, OyATO HEYJAYHO BCTAJIA Ha MOTHOXKKY U
NOZIBEpHYJIa roieHocron. Bpoze ceirpana yoeauTeabHo, ArHen-
Ka OCTas1ach J10BOJIbHA.

— INoxwuBere moka B MoeM Homepe. ‘1 HaWay chiHA U 000
BCEM 1032004YyCh, — HAKJIOHUBIIHCH K CAMOMY €€ XY, BKpaJuu-
BO LIETNHYJA rpaduHs.

HeBbicka3zaHHbBII HAMEK MOBHUC Mex 1y clioB. Epumus nocne-
IIAJIa YCIIOKOWTH OJIarOfeTeNIbHUILY B3IJISIIOM: TOTOBOPEHHOCTD
OCTaeTcs B CUJIE.

[TpenynpenuTenbHble CIy:Kallye TOCTUHUIIbI CTapaTeIbHO OT-
pabarhiBaid CBOM X0, pacrnaxvBajid Mepe] HUMH JIBepU
npeskjae, yeM ATrHellka ycreBajia K HUM noaontu. OHu ¢ uHTe-
pecom nocmarpusBaiv Ha Epymuio, HO BOITpoCcoB He 3aJaBaJlu.

CemencTBo biekkyok 3aHMMaso BECh 3TaX, JyUIIME CMEX-
HblE HOMEpa, BPEMEHHO IIPEBPATUBILMECS B OTPOMHbBIE arlapTa-
MeHTbl. EpuMuI0 ycTpomin Ha yCIOBHOM IMOJIOBUHE ATHEIIKU
Y cpa3y NOC/IAIM 3a JOKTOPOM. TOT YCITOKOWJI MOCTPaJaBUIyIo,
TOJIKOM HUYETO HE BBINKCAJ, HO 3apPOCUi OACHOCIOBHYIO CyM-
My 3a BU3UT. ['pacpuHs, HE TOPrysch, OTCUMTANA ACCUTHALIUU U,
BBIITPOBO/IMB JIeKapsl, B3J1aCh 32 TOCTBIO.

— Bac HyxHo nepeonets. Heuero u gymaThb, 94T0OBI HOKA3aTHCSI



CBIHY B MOJIOOHOM BUJIE.

Edumus crinornyna. Bee Tak OicTpo, cpasy... CHauana Ar-
HEIlIKa, MOTOM caM Maplliasl — Tak O(UIMATbHO Ha3bIBAIU J10-
BEPEHHBIX JIMI] UMIIepaTopa. B cilydyae BOEHHBIX JAEMCTBUI OHU
3aHMMAaJICh COOPOM M OpraHu3alyeld — BOUCK BBEPEHHOTO UM
rpagcrsa.

— He nepexwuBaiite, Munasi, — ArHelIKa yJIoBUJIa HEPBO3HOCTb
TIO/IOTIEYHON U TIOCTapasach ee yCroKouTb, — Mpuc npoct B 06-
paieHnu. A BOT IIepeodeTh Bac Kareropuyecku HyxHo. Ceituac
IIOCMOTPUM, YTO Y Bac €CTb.

[Mokazanock nunm rpacuHs He Kkellaia, YToObl CbIH y3HaJ O J0-
poxHOM npouciiecTBuM? CIUIIKOM YK OHA CYeTUIACh.

He3zambicioBatsiii rapaepo6 Edpumvum nogeprest 6e3xanocT-
HOU KPUTHUKE. ATHEIIKE TOHPABUJIOCH JIIIb «MUJIOE CKPOMHOE
JoMalllHee IuiaThbe», KOTOpoe TeTKa HaJeBajia Mo Mpa3JIHUKaM.
Haxe Oesblil ropollieK Ha KOPUYHEBOM (DOHE MPU3HAIM CIIMII-
KOM BYJIbTapPHBIM U TIPOBUHIIMAILHBIM.

— Ilpunercs Bcepbe3 3aHATHCA BalllUMU HapsilaMH, — Kavast
T'OJIOBOM, TSI)KKO B3/10XHYJIA rpauns. — Bee 3To He ronutes. [Ins
CEJIbCKOW SIpPMapKu — Aa, HO JUIs1 IBOPLIA HEIOIyCTUMO !

— Ho y mMeHs Gosnbllie HIYEro HeT, — pacTepsiHHO pa3Bena py-
kamu Epumus.

Ona 6os1ach MOIyMarth, BO CKOJBKO OOOWAETCS MPUIMYHOE,
10 MHEHUIO rpaduHy, miarbe. [IpuxBaueHHBIX U3 AOMa JIEHETr
XBaTUT TOJILKO Ha OOOPKH.

ATHeIlKa OTMaxHYJIach OT €€ CJIOB KaK OT Oe3/IeTHUIIbI:



— IpaBo, Harum K3-3a yero TpeBoXUThes! S Benp oberana
0OCTaBUTh BCE B CAMOM JIyUIIIEM BH/IEC.

Bnaronerensaunia npuosena Edpumvuio mo coocTBeHHOMY BKY-
cy. Eciu Obl He 4yepHOTa BOJIOC U OCTPOTA BBI3BIBAIOIIE TOTYOBIX
m1a3, oOpa3 Bhilesn Obl uepecuyp nputopHeIM. [Ipexae Edpumms
HUKOT/Ia He HOCHJIA pO30BOT0, HO rpadhuHs 3aBepsijia, uto Oymy-
1asi HeBecTa UMIepaTopa JAoJKHa oxoauTh Ha 3edup. Cepno-
OosibHas ATHeIlIKa OIOJIKIIIA €l CBOe IJIaThe, OJIaro KOMILUIEK-
L[Me MOXOoAKJIa Ha CIIACEHHYIO JeBYIIKY. M3-3a pa3Hulibl B pocTe
MPUIILIOCh UCKYCCTBEHHO YJIMHUTD MOJ0J, HO B LIEJIOM BBIIUIO
xopomo. ['paduHs OMOTHUIA TIONYYUBIIUACS 00pa3 KeMUy-
ramu pesakoro orreHka. Epumus Hengoymesana, 3a4eM Tak CTa-
paThCsl pagu MUMOJIETHOTO 3HAaKOMCTBa. B oTBer ArHenika 3a-
KaTuJja riasa:

— Cpazy BUJIHO, YTO Bbl MOJIOABI U MAJIO TIOHUMAETE B )KU3HMU.
4l MaTh, MOTY IOATOJIKHYTb B HY’KHOM HaIlpaBJIEHUH, HO PelIaTh
Bce paBHO M apucy. OH 10/IKEH YBUAETh 0OYapOBaTEIbHOE CO3/1a-
HUE, a He 3aMyXpbllIKy. He npsubTe Ballly KpacoTy, Mo3BOJIbTE
ey pacupectu!

CkJuazmpiBasioch BrievyatyieHue, Oyaro rpacduns cBaraer Edu-
MHUIO, & He 3aIlMChIBaeT Ha OTOOP HeBeCT. Tak 1 MOAMBIBAJIO MPH-
3HATBCS, UTO B CTOJIMILY €€ HUKTO HE BO3BMET, JAKE €CIIH JIEBYIII-
Ka Ha/ICHET UMIIepaTopcKue paMusIbHbIE APAroleHHOCTH, HO Jie-
BYIIIKa OaropasyMHO MpoMoJTJaa.

— Bbl Kyga-To TOpONMINUCH, MUJIEH, — 3aI103/1aJI0 BCIIOMHUJIA
Edumus, npuctajibHO paccMarpuBasi HOBOE OTPaKEHHE.



CosceM gpyras, dyxasd. [leBylika roka He pemmia, HpaBuiI-
cs1 JIU ell HOBBIN 00pa3. M3 3epkasia Ha Hee cMOTpesia A09b Oapo-
Ha Bpoka, Takasi, kakod Obl OHa CTasa, ecau Obl OTel| OKa3aJCs
MeHee JIerKOBepHbIM. EpuMus cMyTHO NMOMHUJIA, KAK B MPEXK-
HUE, Ka3aBIIIMECs CHOM BPEMEHa, CIyKaHKHU TaK ke CYeTUJIMCh
BOKPYT Hee.

— A, — oTMaxHyJIach ATHeIIKa, CKPBIB 3a YJABIOKOH Jocaty, —
51 BCe paBHO oro3jasa!l

Korna kapera comna Edumuio, oHa TOponwiach Ha BTOPOR
3aBTPaK K IpaJloHavyaIbHUKY, [UIAaHUPOBaJIa MEPEOIEeThCs MOCe
NOCEeILeHUs] BOCITUTATEIbHOTO JoMa, HO He cynbOa. He moria xe
OHa OPOCUTDb HECUACTHYIO JIEBYIIKY Nocpeau qoporu! 1 He Tosb-
KO IO JOOpOTe JyIIEBHOW: ATHEIKa He Xkejajia, YTOObl 0 ro-
poay nonoysny nopoyvamuye ee gamunio cayxu. CTouno rpa-
¢une nyume pasrsaners EprmMuio, kak oHa 1 BoBce Bo30Jaro-
Japuiia HeOeca 3a peIKylo yaady. 3aBTpaK y rpajoHavaIbHUKA
0 BCEM CTaTbhsIM MPOUTPHIBAJI IEPCIIEKTUBAM, KOTOPbIE OTKPbI-
Basa mepe] ArHenmKkoi adekTHas OploHeTKa. Y Hee UMENICh
BCE IIaHCHI 3aBOEBaTh cepmile uMreparopa. Torna b1 Jlemapst
CMEHUJIM TpapcKylo KOpoHy Ha repuorckyio. Cinosom, Epumus
— LIEHHOE BJIO)KEHME. ATHEIIIKA YKe Mociaia POCTPAHHOE MUCh-
MO ¢ U3BUHEHUsIMHU. Mor, y Hee pa30osienach rojioBa, 3710pOBbe
yxke He To. Hedero rpagoHayaiibHUKy 3Hath 0 Ecprimumn, a5 Bcex
OHa TMOMaJIeT Ha KOHKYPC Ha OOIIUX OCHOBAHMSIX.

[Mocesimarh OeBYIIKY B CBOU aMOUITMO3HBIE IJIAHBI ATHEIITKa
noka He cobupasace: pano. Jla u E¢pumus He mypouka, qOmKHa



MIOHMMATh, HUYETO Ha CBETE He JiesiaeTcsi OeCIyIaTHO.

— 3ameuarenbHO! — onleHWIa rpaduHs MpoAeTaHHyIo pado-
Ty. — Tenepp Baia BHEITHOCTb COOTBETCTBYET BHYTPEHHEMY CO-
nepkanuio. Bel oTobenaere ¢ Hamu.

Ecdumus u 6poBbio He MoBesa. 3aTo CTAJIO MOHSTHO, 3a4eM
TaK YCepAHO XJIOMOTAIM HaJl ee oOpa3oM. MuMosieTHast BCTpeya
— 3TO OJHO, a COBMECTHAs Tpare3a — coBceM apyroe. Huuero,
y EdumMun HaitnyTcs Tembl 4Jisl pa3roBopa ¢ mapiuaiom. Heko-
TOpbIE U BOBCE HACTOJIBKO OCTpPbIE, UTO JIydllle MPUIACTU UX A0
BeuepHero aneputuBa. Ocranack cyias Oe3enuia: Ha3BaTh ce-
6s. Epumus npescraBuiach HaCTOSIIMM UMEHEM, a BOT (hamMu-
JIMIO TTO3aMMCTBOBAJA y MpabadyIIKu MO MATEPUHCKOW JIMHUM.
Bpsn mm KTO-TO M3yyasn pogocaoBHYIO BpoKOB cTosb mpucTab-
HO, 4T0OBI ee ToMHUTh. C TpoTeKIuel rpadiHu U IOKYMEHTOB
MPENbSBIISATh HE PUAETCS, TTIOBEPST HA CJIOBO.

3anyMKa yjaanachk. ATHeIIKa He MoXesalia IpUu3HaTh, YTo ce-
MercTBo Peppup el 3Hakomo. Majsio i B rpadcTBe JIBOPSH,
Bcex He ynmoMHuib! [TpocThix 0pmoB — Tem Horee.

% %k %k

VOenuBIIMCh, YTO ee CTaBJICHHUIIA HU B YeM HEe YCTyIaer
(aBopuTKam 0TOOpa, ATHelIKa IMOCIHelIa Ha TOUCKU ChIHA.
Hy)xHO 00BSICHUTD €My, 3a4eM el TOHaJ00MIach IEBUOHKA, MHA-
ye Mapuc nomymaer, OyATO MaTh MPUIOTHJIA €€ U3-32 KPACUBOU
MOPIAIIKH.



ATHelka BopBajiach B KaOWMHET ChIHA BO BpeMs Oecelbl C
YIIPABJISIOIIUM U MOTpeOoBaia HEMEIJIEHHO OCTaBUTh UX OTHUX.
Ha pe3onHoe 3ameuanue Vapuca, 4to OH elie He 3aKOHYMIL, Tpa-
(puns cepnuTo OoTBETHIIA:

— IloBepb, MoO€ J1e10 ropasio BakHee.

— Hy n?

BoinpoBOaMB yNpaBJIsSONIEro, CbiH pa3BepHYJICS K HEW.

— IIpoBepb, HE MOACTYIIMBAIOT JIU, — HE YHUMAJach ATHEIIKA.

[Mpuiocs Vapucy BCTaTh M IEMOHCTPATUBHO PACHaXHYTh
JBEPb, TOJIBKO TOIZA MaTh YCHOKOWJIACh U 3aroBopuia o Edu-
muu. Havana oHa uzpasneka:

— Tbl 1 panpine cOOMpaeIIbCsi MOTATbCs MEXAY CTOMUIIEH U
OpoeM, KUTb B TOCTUHULIAX U CMUPEHHO K[1aTh, [IOKa UMIIepa-
TOp 3aMeTuT TBOe ycepare? CMOTpH, Kak Obl HE MPUILIOCH Tie-
pedparbcsl B XalT HacoBceM !

— K yemy TbI KJ1OHMILIL? — HAXMYpUJICS rpad.

— K TomMy, 4TO IOKHOCTh Mapuiaja — 3TO MIUMK. MOXHO
MOJHATHCS FOPa30 BhILIE, HYKHO JIMIIb COBEPIINTh MAJICHbKUI
TIOJJIOT.

Wapuc B3rsa0M 1ajl NOHATh: MPOJoIKaun !

— Bce geno B xkeHIiuHe, cblH MOM. S Halllj1la caMoe HACTOsALIEE
cokposuiiie. OHa HEBBICOKMX KPOBEH, 3aTO HETTyna U HeOOBIK-
HOBEHHO KpacuBa. HyxHo moka3zaTh ee umrneparopy, a yxK J1ajb-
uie. ..

— A nanbuie nuib TBoU (paHTaszuu, — HaxMypuJsics Unpuc.

— Pasmasnsa! — npunevarana Arsemka. — XoTb pa3 NolieBe-



JICh, TiposiBU uHULMATUBY! [loliMu, eBUOHKA — camblil HACTO-
sui k1a! OHa He KucelHasi OapbIliHSI, He KyKJIa, Takasi TO4-
HO noHpasuTcs Bapaeny. IloBeps MHe, OH He 3a0yJeT Toro, KTo
obecrneumnt ero Takou JeBymikou. JIoOOBHUIIEH WM KEHOM, He
CYTh BaXHO, [JIJABHOE, YTO OHA TOYHO OKAXETCS B €ro MOCTENH,
a To yTpemb Hoc Jlenapy. Hy xots Obl B3IIsIHM Ha Hee, Tepe
TEeM KaK OTKa3aThbCs!

— XopoIl10, — HEXOTSI COMIaCWIICS Maplia, — IOCMOTPIO, YTO
3a COKpoBUIE Thl OTKONaIa. Haznerock, He Menanky?

— Yro 11! — BCIuiecHya pykamu ero marb. — Kanaungarypa
MIPOCTO HJieaibHAs — XyJAOPOIHAs ABOPSHKA, K TOMY ke OeHasl.
Takas 1o rpo0 ’KU3HM CTaHET 1eJIOBATh PYKH, €CJIU MPOJBUHETCS
K CUSITEJIbHOU criajibHe. YK Thl ocrocoOcTByi, Uapuc, — cme-
HUB TOH, IPOBOpKOBasia ArHerka. — Caenai Tak, YToObl IEBYIII-
Ka 6e3 MPOBEPOK TMoMaja B CTOUILy. A fgajbiie — Most 3a0ota. 5
JlaM Bce HEOOXOAMMbIe MHCTPYKIIMH, JeBOYKA BCE CesaeT.

— Be4Ho Thl CO CBOUMU UHTPUTaMU | — YKOPU3HEHHO B3JJOXHYJI
Wnpuc, HO cormacuiics no3HakoMuThes ¢ Epumuen.

JleBy1ika eMy oHpaBuiIach. MaTh He 0OMaHyJIa, ee MPoTexe
OKazajach yMHa, 0Opa30oBaHHA M OYapOBaTe/IbHA — B CaMbIil pa3
IUIsl KOHKYpca, moatoMmy Vapuc 6e3 JMIIHUX CJIOB Ha Clelylo-
MK 1eHb BHec EpuMHIo B CIMCKM Te€X, KOMY MPECTOSIO OT-
npaBuThcs B ctoiuiy. Pamminsas Peppup emy TOXKE HU O YEM
HE rOBOPUJIA, 3aTO MapIiayl CJIUIIKOM XOPOIIO OHUMAJI: XOPO-
IIEHbKAas JIeBUIIA CIIOCOOHA UCTIOJTHUTH IABHIOK MEUTY — JIOOBITh
€My JOJIKHOCTb MEPBOTO MUHUCTPA. A 3TO HAMHOTO CJIAlIe TeX



B3ATOK, KOTOPLIC ITpEaIarajan OTHbl MCCTHBIX KPACOTOK.



I'nmaBa 4

[Topoo6pasmmicek, Edpumvus crosina nepen ArHemkoi biekky-
ok. CHavasa oHa moJaraja, peub MoUeT O TPSAAyIeM OTOOpPOY-
HOM Type, rpaduHs XO4YeT ee MPUOOOIPUTh WM YTO-TO BpPO-
JIe TOrO, OIHAKO OHOTO B3MJIsJa Ha OarofeTe/IbHUILy XBaTUIIO,
YTOOBI MOHSATH: PA3TOBOP MPEICTOSIT CEPhE3HbIMA.

Edumusa HepBHO monpasuiia po30Bblil amiacHbll nosic. Ha-
KPaxMaJIeHHbIN, XPYCTALIMN, OH HAIIOMHUJI O TOTPAYE€HHBIX AT-
HEIIIKOM Ha HapsAlpl AeHbrax. JleBylika MBICJIEHHO MPUKUHYJIA
UX CTOUMOCTb — MHOTO J1J151 OObIYHOM OnaromapHocTu. Beixonur,
rpacduHe 4To-TO HY)HO. EprMus Haxmypuiacs. MeHslie Bcero
Ha CBETE OHA XOTeJa YTOOUTh U3 OJHOU Kabalkl B IPYTYIO.

— Canutech! — cyxo npeioxkuia OnarogeTesbHUIA, yKa3as Ha
KPECJIO Mepe]] BEIYYPHBIM, YKpaIlleHHbIM OpPOH30BBIMH HAKJIA/-
KaMH CTOJIOM.

Edumus ynpsamo ocraiack croste. [ 1a3a ee moreMHenu, ry-
Obl CKQJIUCh B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO.

ArHelka yauBiieHHO moaHsuia Opou. [lpexne criaceHHas
KpacoTKa yIpsIMCTBA He BbIKasbiBala. A oHa ¢ xapakrepoMm! Be-
aet ceds1 CIOBHO mMIieparpuiia. «Hudero, — MBICTIEHHO YCIOKO-
una cebs rpaduns, — coracutes. Kyna eit qeBatbesi?»

— Capurech, — 4yTh Msr4ye MOBTOPUJIA OHA U AKKYPaTHO OIy-
CTUJIaCh B COCE/IHEE KPECJO. YUUThIBas MHOXKECTBO MBIIIHBIX
1000K, 3TO OBLIO HEMPOCTO.



[Nomennus, Epumust nocnenosana ee npumepy u cpasy Ipe-
IyNpeana;

— Ecnu Baiia Muiioctb HaMepeHa MpeiiokUTh MHE YTO-TO T10-
CTBITHOE, 1 OTKAXYCh.

ATHenIKa HNIMPOKO pachaxHylia I1a3a U B HeIOyMEeHUHU Tepe-
CIpOCHJIA:

— ITocTeimHOE?

A NeBUOHKa He IUIyMa, MOHJIa — peub [OUJET O IUIaTe 3a CKa3-
Ky.

— Y0 BB, MIJIas, — rpadpyHs paCIUIbLIACH B IPUTOPHOM YITBIO-
K€, — HUYero Takoro. I Bcero Jmiib XoTesa MorpoCcUuTh 00 OTHOM
KpOILIEYHOU ycayre. Bl Be[lb HE cTaHeTe OTPULIATh, YTO C MOEN
TIOMOIIIBIO TTPE0OPA3UIUCH, CTAJIM TIOXOKU Ha YeJIoBeKa?

OckopOerne OOILHO XJIECTHYJIO 110 mekaM. E¢pumun Toinbko
YTO yKa3aju Ha MecTo. Tak ¥ MOAMBIBAJIO C BBICOKO MOIHSITON
TOJIOBO COOOIIUTh CBOE UCTUHHOE MMS, IEPEYUCIIUTD 3aCITyTH
OTLIA, HO 3APaBblid CMBICI B35 BEPX HaJ ropAocCTbio. [leByika
CTUCHYJIa KyJIaKU Y OTBEPHYJIaCh. Eil HENb3s1 CCOPUTBCS C MaTe-
pblo Mapiiayia rpad)cTBa, HUKAK Henb3s. M oueHb Hy:XHO MOJy-
YUTh PEKOMEHJJAlIMK, TONacTh Ha padoTy B Xopoumid noM. Of-
HaKo 4ero xe xoueT Ar"enika? [lepeOupast B rolioBe BapyuaHTHI,
Edumns He Haxoauiaa oT ce0s1 0cOOOM MONb3bl. YK He BUIENA
M OrnarofieTebHUIIA €€ B POJIH JIIOOBHUITH chiHA? CIMIIIKOM
YK MPUCTAJIbHO rpad paccMaTpyBal IEBYUIKY, OLIEHUBA JIMLIO,
(purypy. OnHako BO Bpemsl NocieAyommx ykuHoB — Edpumus
HEM3MEHHO CHJIENA 3a OIHUM CTOJIOM ¢ biekkyokamu — Mapuc



HE TIPOSIBIISUT K Hell 0co00ro MHTEpeca, MOpoi U BOBCE HE pas3-
ropapuBaj. 3aTto rpapuHsa 3achinaja JeBylKy Bonpocamu. Ee
MHTEPECOBAJIO BCE: OT ee 00pa30BaHusl, JO UCTOYHHKA JI0XOJ0B
pOICTBEHHMKOB. IIpuxoaunaocs Memmarh npasy ¢ JIOKBIO U CTa-
paThCs HE 3aIyTaThCsl B MOTYYUBILIEMCS KITyOKe.

U BOT Temeps TOT MpeHeOpeKUTEbHBII TOH B HAUasle 1 Ha-
MeKHM Ha OnarogapHocTh nmotoM. M 6e3 Toro HepBo3Has U3-3a
MIPeJCTOSIINEN BCTpeurd ¢ OTOOpOYHOM KomumccHen, Edpumus c
TPY/IOM COXpaHsjla CIIOKOICTBHE.

— Peus noiizier 06 nMmmneparope, — He cTajia TOMUTh ATHEIIIKA.
Oma npucTanbHO HaOMoAIa 32 BhIpaKeHUEM JIMIa cOOeceTHM-
1bl. — BBl Belb XOTUTE CTaTh €ro Cyn-pyrou?

[Mon octpeiM Kak OpuTBa B3MIAAOM TpadHHHU, Ka3aliochk,
HEBO3MOKHO ObLIO conrath, Ho Epumus cmorna.

— Jla, — KUBHYJIa OHA.

ArHenika OTKMHY/Iach Ha CHMHKY Kpecja M 3abapadaHuia
HaJIbLIAMU 110 CTOJTY. DTOT 3BYK, paBHO Kak MPsMOW HEJOBEPYM-
BBIM B3I, pazapaxai. [louemy rpadpuns TaHer, He nepenaer
K yCJIOBUAM clesku? JleBylka yxe MoHsa, ee MpeaMeT — Io-
najgaHue Bo asopell. Ocranock BISICHUTD LIeHY. Ternepb oHa yxe
HE MIOHMMAJIa, CBATHIE WM OEChI TOJKHYJIM €€ MO/ KOTIBITA JIOIa-
neii nemu brekkyok. U Beny Epumvust yxe et 06s13aHa, Helb3s
IPOCTO TaK BCTaTh M yiTH. KTO 3amiarur 3a Kpos, eay, Hapsabl?
MarymK1HbIX ACCUTHALIMM SIBHO HE XBATHT.

— B Takom ciyvyae Mbl OJaguM, — Ka3ajloch, Y4epe3 LEylo
BEYHOCTbH YJIBIOHYJIACh ATHEIIKa 1 HaKOHeI] IiepecTasia OypaBHTh



JeBYIIKY B3MJISAOM. — MHe HYKHO HEMHOTO — YTOOBI BBl TIPH-
BJIEKJIM BHMMaHWe ero BeianmdyecTBa. O mepBHYHOM OTOOpE He
OecroKkoiTech, CerofHsIHee codeceoBaHue — (POPMaIbHOCTD,
Ballle UM YK€ BHECEHO B CIIMCKH.

— Jlontyctim, umIiepatop Beideper MeHs1. Jlanbiie uyTo?

Epumus nosnoxunia 1aoH Ha NOIOKOTHUKH, TOTOBAs B JIIO-
00I1 MOMEHT ITOIHATHCS.

— He MHOrUM MJET 3710CTh, — HEOKUAAHHO 3aMeTusIa rpadu-
Hs1 ¥ IOcOBeTOBaJIa: — Ho BIipeb ctapaiitech Bceraa yabloaThesl.
['opmocTb, BRICOKOMEpHE — 7151 ApUCTOKpaToB, Miiasi. He B o6u-
1y, HO JEBYIIKE BalIEro MPOUCXOXKAECHUSI OHU HE MO KapMaHy.
A B3aMeH £ MOMPOITy OTIIATUTH 32 MPOSIBJICHHYIO J0OpoTY. Bh
ke He lyMayu, — ryObl ee TPOHYJIa e[jBa 3aMeTHasl yCMellKa, —
YTO OYYTHJIUCh B CKa3Ke JIMILb [IOTOMY, YTO MOCKOJIb3HYJIMCh Ha
OyJIBDKHON MOCTOBOM ? DTO MPUCKOPOHO, TIPUBEJIO OBl K HEHYX-
HBIM CJIyXaM, HO HE CTOUT MOTPAYEHHBIX Ha BaC YCUJIUIL.

— Tak u3BOJIbTE BHIPA3UTHCS KOHKPETHEN, MIJIeAn ! — He cTep-
nena Epumus.

He no kapmany, 3HaunT? Bpocast BbI30B MOTYI1IECTBEHHOM CO-
OecenHUIIe, AEBYIIKA BHIIPSMUIACH BO BECh POCT, CKPECTHIIA PY-
k1 Ha Tpyau. OHa coOupasach pa3pa3uThCsi TUPAJION HACUET pa-
BEHCTBA MX COCJIOBHOTI'O MOJIOKEHU 1, KOrAa ATHElKa MpOu3Hec-
JIa TO, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO OMYCTUTHLCSI OOPATHO B KPECIIO.

— MHue HyxHO cmectuTh JleHapa ['op3ena ¢ mocra nepBoro
MUHHCTpA. YBepeHa, JIIoO0! Ipyroi YelloBeK MPUHECET ropasio
OOIbIIIE TIONb3bI UMIIEPUH, XOTSI OBl MO ChIH.



Apkas Benbimka. bonb. CHoBa 6omb. U cTpax.

Jlenap I'opsen, rpadp Mutac. OHa He cibllaga U HE Ipo-
M3HOCWJIA 3TOrO UMEHU 1IEJbIX JIBEHAIaTh JIET, HO HUYEro He
M3MEHWIOCh, Ka3ajaoch, EpuMus HeHaBuENa €ro Tak ke, Kak
npeke.

JleByIika 1ryMHO B3/10XHYJIa. [TaibIbl CKPIOYMIIUCH, KaK HOX-
kM nayka. [IpukpbiB r1a3a, OHa OTOrHAJA MPU3PAKHU MPOIILIOTO,
HO Te YIOPHO IIENTaIM rolocaMu yOUThIX OTIa U OpaTbeB: «Ha-
1112 KPOBb HA €r0 JIAJOHSIX».

— Yto ¢ Bamu? — 3abecniokoniack rpacuHs U MOTSIHYJIACh 32
KOJIOKOJIBYMKOM JJI1 BbI30BaA CIIyT. — Bam 1ioxo?

Edumus Bapyr pesko nodnenHena, Hayaua 4acto JbIarh.

— Her, cnacu6o, Bce B opsijike, — CJIOBHO BO CHE, TPOOOPMO-
TaJla OHA. — BBITBIO BOJBI — U TTPOMJIET.

— B 6071bHBI ? — HACTOMYKMBO MOBTOPUJIA ATHEIIIKA, OMacasich,
YTO 3ps1 IOCTaBUJIA HA KPACOTKY.

Ecnu Bpaun oOHapyXar B HEll U3bsH, Jake MPOTEKIMs Map-
mana rpadgcersa He moMoxer Epumun nonacts B cronuiy.

— Tyt ay1HO, — BUHOBATO YJILIOHYJIACH IEBYIIKA, YCUITHEM BO-
7 B3sIB ce0sl B PyKH, — a Ballla TOPHUYHASI CJIUIIKOM TYTO 3a-
HIHypoBasa KopceT. biarogapio, Musenu, ye mpouuio.

JlBeHaath JeT Ha3aj. .. BpyT, Bpems He JIieuuT, BCEro JIMIilb
TIOKPHIBAET PaHbl TOHKOW KOPOYKOW. ATHeIIKa 0e3KaoCTHO ee
copBaia, 3acTaBuB Edumuio 3aHOBO MEPEKUTh KYTKYID HOUYb
apecra. CtpariHee ObUIO JIUIIL COOOIIEHHE O CMEPTH OTIIA U Opa-
theB. Eciiu Ob1 He Jlenap... Ecm Ob1 He Jlenap, Anan u Ponan



TOYHO OCTaJMCh Obl KUBBL. OTell — KTO 3HAET, HO eMy XOTsI Obl
JOJDKHBIM 00pa30oM BBIHECTHM TIPUTOBOP, a He 0e3 cyna U cief-
CTBH 3aKOJIOJIM B IMPONAXILIEM ChHIPOCTBIO MOA3EMEIIBE.

«HenaBuky!» — 0€33By4HO MPOIIENTATN TyObI.

— 4 cornmacHa, — gepeBsHHBIM rojocoMm otuekanwia Edu-
must. — OGemaio caenaTh Bee, YTOObI MEPBHI MUHUCTP JIMIIHJICS
1oCTA.

«ITO JMYHOE, MUJIEJ]U, — MBICJIEHHO 0OaBUJIa [IEeBYIIKA. —
MHe mieBaTh Ha Bac M Balllero ChbiHa, HO Tpad Mwurtac orBeTUT
32 KaX1yl0 CIIE3MHKY AHHBI, 32 KaKAbIM CEJOM BOJIOC MaTepH, 3a
KaXKAYI0 CMEPTh».

baenHocTs yiuia ¢ ee nuiia, Jaxe ryobl paccaaOuInCh.

ArHelika Toxe ycrokowsiacb. OHa nepekuBajia HaCyeT UCXo-
Jla pa3roBopa, MPUTrOTOBWIIACH YIaMbIBATh YIPSIMYIO JEBYIIIKY, a
Ta cpa3y ke COIIachIach.

— Bor u cnaBHO! — npocusiia rpaduHA ¥ Taky MO3BOHWIIA B
KOJIOKOJIBYMK. — [IyCTh TOJIBKO YyTPO, HO HY’)KHO CKPEIUTh HalLy
crenky 6okayiom urpucroro. Hukoria He 3a0biBaiite, Muias, KO-
MYy BbI 00sI3aHBI CBOUM BO3BHIIIICHUEM.

— He Gecrnokoiitech, s1 He 3a0yay, MUIEAU, — C (pabIIMBOR
ynbIOKo# 3aBepuiia Epumust.

Meiciu ee BUTAIM J1aieko OT roctuHuIlbl. OTOop odpen Ho-
BbIl cMbIc. EpuMust mpogBUHETCS Kak MOXKHO JIajibIlle, B 3TOM
ee JKeJJaHW s TOJIHOCTBIO COBIAIaHM C keJlaHusAMU rpacpunu. [le-
BYIIIKA HaJiesylach, CBATOUN Bepacuii HanpaBut ee pyky. [Toka ObI-
Jia JIUIIbh HABSI3UMBas Ujiest OTOMCTUTD, Kak UMeHHO, Epumust He



3HaJIA.

Coyra B OeJIbIX mepyarkax Mpy JiaMmax OTKYHOPUJI UTPHUCTOE
Y pa3JIiI MbsHSIIUI HAITMTOK 110 BHICOKUM OOKaJlaM, 3aTeM I10-
JIOKUJ OYTBUIKY B BEIEPKO CO JIbAOM. ATHEIKa OTIYCTHJIa €ro
KMBKOM T'OJIOBBI ¥ TTPOBO3IJIACKIIA TOCT:

— 3a Ham Oyaymuii ycrnex!

— 3a ycnex, — 9XoM oto3Bajnack E¢pumus.

Urpucroe mexkoraso ropo.

B ronose peBymiku mapuia nonHas cymstuna. Yyscta 60-
POJIUCH C pa3yMOM U HUKAK HE MOIJIA MPUUTH K coracuio. [1pu-
IIIJIOCHh BBIIUTE ele 00Kasl, YTOOBI XOTSA OBl C IIOMOILBIO AJIKOTO-
i1 00pecTu moaooue criokorcTBrs. PopMaTbHOCTh hOpMaTbHO-
CThIO, HO TIepe] komuccuer Epumus nomkHa npeacrtath Makcu-
MaJIbHO COOPaHHOM.

Urpucroe Bce ellie Mmaeckajoch B KPOBH, KOTJIA SKUTIAX JIeT1
briekkyok ocraHoBwiIcs y 3agHero Bxona oma 3acepanuii. Ky-
Yep MPOBOPHO COCKOYMII C KO3€J M TIOMOT e CITyCTUThCS. A BeJlb
HE TaK JaBHO OH 3aMaxuBaJjics Ha Hee KHyToM. Hanomuuts? He
CTOUT, CJIMIIIKOM MEJIOYHO.

[TonpaBuB 3allenUBIIYIOCS 3a BYaJeTKy cepexky, Edumus
Noc/IeoBala 32 MyHUIIMIAIbHBIM CIIYKAlIUM BHYTPb 3[1aHUSI.
Ei1 naxe He NMpUIILIOCh MPEACTABISATHCSA, BCE U TaK 3HAIU: TIPU-
exaJjia CTaBJIeHHMIIa MapIaia.

— I[pomy, munenu!

Chyxamuid ¢ JeTKUM TOKJIOHOM pPAacraxHy/l HENPUMETHYIO
OOKOBYIO JIBEPb U OCTAJICS CTOSITh B TIOJ[yTEMHOM KOPHUJIOPE.



Edumus Bomia B HeOONBINYI0 KOMHATY, CyAs MO 3BYKaM,
CMEXHYIO0 C IJIaBHBIM 3aJIOM. Tam cefiyac My4msach, oxujas
CBOEH yuacTu, nepBasi mapTus jAeByliek. HermpusaTHo koibHyna
coBectb. Eciu Ob1 Epumus He 3a0pana npuriaiienue, cpeau
HuX Obl1a ObI AHHA. «OHa TIPOCTHT, — YCIIOKOMIIA ceOsl IEBYIII-
Ka. — I el HanuIy 1 Bce 0ObsicHIO». CTapasich He JiyMaTh O pac-
cTpoeHHoil cectpe, Epumust o0epHynach K MOKPLITOMY y30p4a-
TOH CKaTepThio cTony. 3a HUM cujenu nsarepo. I'pada Jlemapa
JIeBYIIIKA y3HAJa Cpasy, HO He Mojasia BULy, OyATO OHU 3HAKOMBI:
HUKTO HE JOJIKEH 3arof03puTh NoaBoxa. OHa MOYTUTEIBHO I10-
30pOBaJIaCh CO BCEMU U YEpe3 CeKpeTaps nepenana CBoe Mpu-
IJ1alIeHue.

HecMmoTpst Ha TO 9TO OTOOPOYHBIN TYP TOJIBKO HAYaJICS, 4Jie-
Hbl KOMUCCUM ycneaun ycratb. OMH OTKPOBEHHO CKy4Yall, BTO-
POI1 C TOCKO# MOCMAaTpUBaJT HA COOCTBEHHYIO 3alIMCHYIO KHIKKY.
OcrabHble, K UX YECTH, BCE JKe MPOsBUIN K EpuMum BekMBbIi
UHTEPEC, 331aJ1 TIapy CTaHIAPTHHIX BOMPOCOB. [leByIika Tepre-
JIMBO OTBETUJIA Ha BCE, CJIOBO B CJIOBO MOBTOPUB COYMHEHHYIO
1t rpacpunm ereny. He ycneBinasi 1o KOHIIA 3aKUTh JIOAbIK-
Ka HbLJIa OT Aoaroro crosinusi, Ho Epumus 6osnack monpocuthb
cryn. imneparopckast HeBecTa I0JKHA ObITh 37I0pPOBa.

— Wrak, — B3sJ1 CI0BO Mapuial, — s nonarawo, jeau deppup
JOCTOMHA BOMTH B YHMCIIO MPETEHAEHTOK OT rpadgersa. Kro 3a?

OH nozHs pyKy U TpeGoBaTeIbHO 00BEJT B3MJISIIOM OCTaJlb-
HBIX 4IeHOB Komuccuu. OfiHa 3a APYrov B BO3AyX B3MbLIU Jia-
JOHU — NIEPEYUTh rpadpy HUKTO HE MOCMEI.



Y Edumun otiiersio ot cepana. OHa 10 nocieaHero 00osiach,
YTO BCE COpPBETCS. BAPyr KTO-TO BUIEN €€ TPExIe NN YCOMHUT-
cs B cyniectBoBanuu Peppupor? Ho aproputer Mapinana cie-
JIajt CBOE 71eJ10, HUKTO He IOTPeOOBaI METPUKY MM UHBIX JIOKY-
MEHTOB, MOATBEPKAAIIIMX JTUYHOCTh IPETEHICHTKU.

— l'oToBBTECH! — MOKPOBUTEILCTBEHHO YIIBIOHYIICS Tpad. — Y
BacC 1esasi Henedns Ao orbesaa. [lozapasisio!

Edrmus TonkoM He 3aroMHIIIa, YTO OTBETUIIA: B TOJIOBE CTO-
su1 TymaH. HaBepHoe, mpon3Heca Jie)KypHble clioBa Onarogap-
HOCTHU. JIBOpSIH y4yaT UM ¢ paHHero JETCTBa, M B ClIydae HeoOX0-
JUMOCTH MaMsITh cama, 0e3 yuacTus — pa3yma, U3BJIeKaeT HyK-
HBIE CJIOBA.

HeByika nokuHyna JloM 3acepaHuil TeM ke myTeM — yepe3
yepHbIi xo1. Korga oHa cagunack B Kapery, CIyX YJIOBUJ 3HAKO-
MbI#i rosioc. Tetka! BeneB HemHOro 060%/1ath, Epimust 06epHy-
nack Ha rosioc. OHa He 6os1ach ObITh Y3HAHHOM: TJIOTHASI Byasb
CKpbIBaJIa JIMIIO, a MIMKAPHOE IJIAThe U KapeTa ¢ repdaMu HUKaK
HE BA3aJIMCh C JOYEPBIO ONAJIBHOTO FreHepaa.

AHXKena cTosiia K Hei CIMHOM Bo3Jie yria Jloma 3acenanuil u
BoiroBapuBajia AHHe. Ee Edumus He Buzena, ToiabKO cibliana
BCXJIMITBL ¥ poOKue orpaBaanus. Ceplle C:KUMaIOCh, TOIKAJIO
OTKPBITBCS, YCIIOKOUTh CECTPY, HO AEBYIIKA MYXECTBEHHO Tep-
Tiesia, JIMIIb MOJ0IIA YyTOUKy Omke. CTOsIBIIAS B TPOYJIKE Ka-
peTa HaJIe:)KHO 3aropaxvMBajia ee OT UENKOro B3IJsa TETKU.

— Kyna oHa morya nogarscs, € He coga? — He OTCTaBajia
oT rieMsHHULB AHxkena. — Benp Dddu ykpana npunamieHue.



Nnu Te1 ero norepsiia?

— He 3Ha-10-y! — no-zpercku nonseiBajia AHHa.

— Jla uto TB BoOOIIIE 3Haemb?! — B cepaliax MPUKPUKHYJA
TeTKa U MPOTAHYJA TuieMsHHULEe TuaTok. — Ha, yrpucs! Heuero
Y JIyMaTh MOKa3bIBaThCs MEpe KOMUCCUEN C TaKKUM JIULIOM. Bu-
Jie1a, KaKue TyT Kpaca-Bulbl?!

— 4 He xyxe, — obunenacr Miaamias aeBuiia bpok.

Edumus ynsiOnynack. Bot u ciessl Boicoxsiu. Bee xe tets —
yYMHas1 KeHIIMHA, HalllIa BEPHBIA CIIOCOO YCIIOKOUTHh AHHY.

— IMocmotpum! — OypkHYna AHXella 1 HEOXKUJAHHO OOEpHY-
J1ack.

Edumus Bxanach B cTeHKY 3kunaxa. Ha MrHoBeHue eu mo-
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO TETKA Jorajgajach, 3aMmeTiiia. Celyac 1ogonaeT u
Buenurcsa B pyky! Ho Anxkerna oTBepHyJ1ach, TOJIBKO BOPWINBO
nodaswa:

— Cama noHMMaelllb, KyJa Ham JI0 AeBUI] 1oj] repoamu!

HleBymika ¢ oOnerdyeHMeM BBIIOXHY/IA U YJIBIOHY/IACh. 3HaA
OBbI TeTKa, KOTO Ha3BaJia JIeBUIIEH 1101 repoom !

— Y3k mocrapaiicsi, — CMATrYMBIIUCh, HAYTCTBOBaTa AHKea
TUIEMsIHHUILY. — be3 npurnaienus cioxHO, HO BAPYT TeOe YIIblo-
Hercs ygaya? Thel, 1aBHOE, MOAOIBIIE KOMAKCs B CyMOYKE, Ce-
Jaii BUJ, Oy/ITO CITy4aiiHO OOpOHMIIA KOHBEPT, KOTIa TIOIK Palllu-
Basia ryosl. U errie pa3 Bcex paccnpocu, He BUAEH Jiu OHU D-
¢u. Tot ciyxarmii ObUT Ype3BbIYANHO TPYO, HE AaI TOCMOTPETD
cnucku. Tl jydilie He (haMUJIMIO €€ Ha30BU, & BHEITHOCTb OIH-
. Dpdu — aeBymika 3pgeKTHas, ee Obl 3AMOMHWIA. A 5 TYT



NIOCTOI0, MOKapayJo. Hekyzia et jeBatbcsi, TOIBKO Ha OTOOP.

Edumus B KOTOpHIN pa3 B MOJIMTBE BO30JIarogapuia CBSITOrO
Bepacus u 3a0pasnach B skunax. Kakoe cuactbe, 4To ee mpoBesu
¢ yepHoro xona! YieHsl komuccuu ¢ AHHOM OTKPOBEHHUYATh HE
cranyT. Boiiau oHa ¢ mapa/iHOro BX0j1a, TOUHO Obl yTO/IMIIA B 1IETI-
Kre pykd TeTku. [laxke eciiu Obl OHM Pa3MUHYJIHCh, IIBEAIIAp 3a
MOHETKY WMJIM KTO-HUOYIb M3 3aBUCTIIMBBIX JEBUI] 3a0€CIIATHO
crany Obl POJHBIM, JIIOOE3HO MOJICKA3aIU, KTO U OTKY/Ia TPUBES.

Kydep B3maxHyn KHyTOM. Jlomaau BCTpENEHyINCh, U Kape-
Ta NIOKaTWJa MpoYb, OCTaBUB Mo3aau JloM 3acelaHuid U pasio-
canoBaHHylo AHxeny Bpok. ITycth oHM Bblexau ¢ Ipyroi cro-
poHbI ipoyika, Eprimust Bce paBHO Ha BCAKMIA cimydaid 3a0uach
B JIAJIbHUI yTOJI, CJIOBHO TETKA MOTJIa HEBEZIOMBIM 00pa3oM pasz-
[JISI/IETh €€ CKBO3b 33 JHEE OKOILIKO KapeThl.

«Yaun!» — nocnana eBylika MbICJI€HHOE HallyTCTBUE CECT-
pe. OHa UCKpEeHHe kenana AHHE CUacThsl.

HTak, c oTOOpOYHBIM TYpPOM OBLITO TTOKOHYEHO, OJTHAKO BOJTHE-
HHMe HUKYyJa He aesock. C Tex nop Kak Arsenika biiekkyok npo-
M3HECsIa UMsI HbIHEIIHEro nepBoro MUHUcTpa, Eprimus He Haxo-
quiia nokosi. Ei cHummek kommapel. CHOBa M CHOBa pa3jaBajicsl
CTYK B JIBE€Pb [IOCPE/IX HOUM, CHOBA U CHOBA IIECTHAIIATUIETHUA
Ponan oTTankuBan congar oT Marepu, CHOBa M CHOBAa Opar mc-
Ye3asl B KPOBABOM TyMaHe, KOTOPhIM HEM3MEHHO 3aKaHYMBAJICS
kaxaplii coH. MHorna Epumus Bunena oria. an bpok Monmya-
JIMBO CTOSUI Ha MOpOre rOCTUHOM. JleByliiKa MbiTanach NOAONTH
K HEMY, OOHSITh, HO MOPOK MIHOBEHHO PacCEMBAJICS, OCTaBIISS



niocsie cest KUCIbiil mpuBKyc Bo pry. U Edumus He Boiepxkaa.
[Tonb3ysck Tem, 4To rpadpuHs NpeaocTaBuiia B €€ NMOJIHOE paciio-
pSKEHHE BTOPOM, IBYXMECTHBIN SKHIIAXK U BbIJaJIa HEMHOTO Jie-
Her «Ha OyJIaBKM», OHA HaIpaBUJIach B anTeky. JleByIika ¢ yrpa
’KaJIOBAJIaCh Ha TOJIOBHYIO OOJIb, BHIIJISZIENA HE JIyUIIUM oOpa-
30M, BCE Ka3aJ0Ch HEBUHHBIM M €CTECTBEHHbIM. BOT 1 ArHer-
Ka He cTajia 3a/laBaTh BOIIPOCOB, KOIJa €M JI0JIOKUIIU O MOEe3/IKe
npotrexe. A 3ps! Bmecto nopomikoB u kanesnb Edpumust mpro6-
peJia BBITSKKY HAIEPCTSIHKY, Pa3birpaB Mepest anTeKapeM [eblid
CIIEKTaKJIb. B MaJbIX 103aX OHA cracajia OT CepAeYHbIX HETyTOB,
a B OOJIBIIIMX MPUBOMIIA K CMEPTH.



I'naBa 5

Crporoe cuto ordopa ot rpadpcrea Opoil MpouuM YeTBe-
po. Otuero-to Epumus nmonarana, npeTeHIeHTOK OyaeT ropas-
1o Oosnbie. BouctrHy, el moBe3o MOmacTh Moj Kojieca Kape-
Thl HY)KHOM keHIIMHbI! [TycTh ArHelika He Tak MpocTa, Jeseer
COOCTBEHHBIE TUIaHbI, HO OHA TIOMOIJIA €l MONacTh BO IBOpeEIl, a
Janblie. .. Jlanplne OeBylIka Moka He 3arajsiBajia. [a m passe
MOXHO TyMaTh 00 0TOOpE WM TIepBOM MUHHCTpE, KOT/a 3a OK-
HOM MEJIbKAIOT BUJBI CTOJIMLIbI!

[Monnasimicy obiiemy mnopsiBy, Edrimusi npuiibHyna K OK-
HY, TIHITAJIaCh TIOHATH, M3MeHMICA i VeHT 3a BpeMs ee oTcyT-
crBus. HaBepHoe. Manenbkass D¢ @u CMyTHO 3allOMHWIIA CTO-
nviy. Eme Obl, Bellb ee Bble3[bl OrPaHUYMBAIUCH BUSUTAMU K
POZICTBEHHUKAM M PEJKUMU MMKHUKAMH, Ha KOTOPBIX JIOIyCKa-
mm geteri. OHa BOLILUIA B «CAJIOHHBIN», KaK €ro Ha3bIBaju, BO3-
pacr, Koraa 3Be371a OTLa CTPEMUTENILHO 3aKaTHIIACh, U CBOE TEP-
BOe OaJbHOE I1aThe, CKPOMHOE, KaK U BCE OCTaJIbHbIE HOBBIE Ha-
psizibl, ipuMepuia B jome rpadpuun MamkoOeren. Ta mposiBuia
ocofoe ydactue K 00e3/I0JICHHOW BJIOBE U OIeKaJla ee JOUYepeu.
Ecnu 651 He oHa, Hu Eprimust, Hu AHHa He Tipeycrienin Obl B CBET-
CKHX MPEMYAPOCTSX, HE HAYYWINCh f3bIKY Beepa U MCKYCCTBY
Oecelipl ¢ OaropoaHBIMU KaBaJiepaMu.

CryTHMIIBI IEBYIIKU: JBe OApPOHECCHl U OJIHA MapKu3a — He
oOparmaii Ha Hee BHUMaHUs W HamepeOOl CIIOpHIM, Yei Ha-



psn ais 6ana Otkpeitus ayuine. Epumust ciymana ux Bron-
yxa u ynbioanack. [loprHuxu rpadgcrBa Opoii 3aBeIOMO TTPOWT-
PbIBAJIM CTOJIMYHBIM MacTEpUIlaM, €CIM BHICOKOPOJHBIM COCE/I-
KaM XOTeJIOCh 3aTMUTh KOHKYPEHTOK, CJIeIOBAJI0 OOPaTUTHCS K
MeCTHBIM KyzecHuiiam. 3a cebst E¢pumus He BomHOBanack. [1o-
JnoOpaHHbIE ATHEIITKOM IIaThs CHIEN Oe3yrnpedHo. BHerHoCTh
urpajia Ha pyKy JeBYIIIKe, He TpeOoBasa CJIOKHOTO KpOosl U U3-
ObITKa yKparieHuil. Ha ¢poHe apyrux npeTeH1eHToK oHa CMOTpe-
JIach YYKEPOIHO — eIMHCTBEHHAs OPIOHETKA Cpeid OJIOHUHOK.
To i uMnepaTop NPeAnOYUTA CBETIIOBOJIOCHIX IEBYIIEK, TO JIX
KOMUCCHSI PYKOBOJCTBOBAJIACH CTAPUHHBIM STAJIOHOM KPacCOTHI:
JIbHSTHBIE JIOKOHBI U TOyOble 1a3a. ToIbKo BOT Y MapKu3bl OHU
ObLTM KapuMHU, a y 00enx OapoHecc U BOBCE 3eJIeHbIMU, HO Pa3-
HOTO OTTEHKA.

Opnnako Bckope Edumvunm crano He 10 OONTOBHM COCEJIOK.
OnHu mpoe3xaau MUMO JIoMa ee ObIBINeH aydiiei noapyru. MH-
TEPECHO, rje Tenepb Beputn? HaBepHOoe, JaBHO BbIIUIA 3aMY XK —
JI0Yb TIOMOIIHUKA BOEHHOTO MHHHUCTPA HE OCTajiach Obl CTApOi
neBoil. Ha MrHoBeHHe MpOMeNTbKHYJIO U TYT e MPOoIajo onace-
Hue. VckimodyeHo, He MoxeT BepuTu oka3zarbcsi cpeid KOHKYp-
canTtok. OHa poBecHuiia Ec¢pyumumn, 3HaunT, 3aBe10MO 32 O0PTOM,
HE CTOHUT OOAThCs pa3oOadeHus. Bce 3T YBaH/IMBBIE JICBUIIBI
HUKOTIa HE BUJIEJIU €€ U YK TOYHO HE TOMHWJIA CEMEUCTBO BpoK.
Onsare xe EdpruMun noessno, 1o juily He CKaxelllb, 1BalaTh €1
WM 4yTouky Oosbiie. OX, cBsATOI Bepacuii, B Kakyio ke aBaH-
TIOPY OHa BBA3AJIaCh!



Edumusa HezameTHO cxkana Kylnakv. TOMbKO He MUMO OBbIB-
mrero goma! O6omuiock, Kapera cBepHysa. Kombita jomanei 3a-
crydaym 1o ['opbaromy mMocty. 31ech Maxjio MOpeM, PaCKUHYB-
UM CBOM OOBATHS 32 HEOOJBIIION FTOPHOM IPsIION — €CTECTBEH-
HOU 3aIIUTON CTONUIIBI OT HamaieHusi ¢ BoApl. CIUIIKOM aase-
KO, YTOOBI 3arax pelObl MIepeOwT almeTuT, U JOCTAaTOUHO OJn3-
KO, YTOOBI OCTAaTKH JIETKOTO Opu3a JApWIN CBEKECTb JyIIHBIMU
JIeTHUMU Bedepamu. VIMEHHO MOTOMY 3/1€Ch CENUINCh MHOTHE
3HATHbIE CEMEICTBA.

Cyas mo Bcemy, OHM HANpaBJsUTUCh B 3arOPOIHYI0 UMIIe-
patopckyio pesuaeHimio. [IBop He xanoBan Crapwlii aBOpell,
CJTMIIIKOM MpaYHblii ¥ cbipoid. Bo BpemeHa ero noctpoiiku 00oJb-
11e 3a00THIIMCh O Oe30IMacHOCTH, Hexen o komdopre. loarue
CTOJIETHSI UMIIEPATOPBI TePIIed HeYI00CTBa, TIOKa Jie]] HhIHEIII-
HEro MOHapxa He 3aTesul CTpoiiky HoBoro aBopiia Henopaneky
ot Menta. OH mofomen K Ay ¢ pa3sMaxoM, TIPUBJIEK K paboTe
JIYYIIUX KUBOIUCIIEB, ADXUTEKTOPOB U JieKopatopoB. MiIMeHHO
TaKoOU JBOpEIl MPEICTABIISIIN AEBOYKH, I'pe3si 0 mpuHLax. M3 ok-
Ha KapeThl KaHAUJATKU MOTJIM Pa3rysaeTh TOJIbKO IJIOTHBIE 3€-
JIeHble U3rOPOJIY, OIHAKO U JIJTMHBI MOABE3HON aJller XBaTao,
9TOOBI TIOHSITH: BIIEPEU UX KIET CKa30uHOe Benukonenue. [la-
K€ MapKu3a MPUTHUXJIA, a Beb MOCIYIIATh €€ elle MATh MUHYT
HazaJl, Ooraye UX CeMercTBa HeT B UMIIEPUU.

Aunnes Bena K JIByM IIMPOKUM KOpIycamM B BUE MOAKOBHI,
BBIXOIMBIIHMM Ha IIommaapb ¢ hontanom. Kapera mpuropmosuia
U TI0C/Ie KOPOTKHUX MEPErOBOPOB CO CTPaked MOKaTujIa Jabllie,



BO BHYTPEHHUU JBOP.

— J1o6po noxanoBars!

He ycnien skumnax oCTaHOBHUTBLCS, KaK JIaKed B IIIUTON cepeo-
PSIHBIM TATYHOM TEMHOI JIUBpee TPOBOPHO OMYCTUIT MOJHOKKY.
Hpyroii MyX4rHa, TOKe OIEThIA B UEPHOE, C BEH3EJIeM UMIIepa-
TOPCKOU CEMbHU Ha TPY/IH, IIOMOT AEBYIITKAM CONTH Ha MOCTOBYIO.

OrpoMHBIi JTBOp MOXOAWJ HA KAaMEHHBIN MEIIOK — CO BCeX
CTOPOH TOJILKO CTeHbl. BhIOpaThcsi OTCI0Ia MOXKHO ObUIO 4yepes
NapHbIe APOYHBIE TIPOE3/Ibl, KAK/IbIA U3 KOTOPHIX OXPAHSUIU Ya-
coBble. OcTpbie My GarleH MPOH3aJIN He0O; COJTHIIE UTPaJIo
Onvkamu B crekiax. EpuMust HUKOria He BUjiesia CTOJIBKO pas-
HBIX OKOH: Y3KHUX, CIBOCHHbBIX, Pa3JeJeHHBIX (PUTYPHBIMHU CTOJ-
OnKamu, a elne He TyMajia, 4To KaMeHb MOXKET ObITh IpaKTHJe-
cku GenbiM. IHTepecHo, U3 4ero BO3BeJu JIBOpelr?

— JloO6po moxajoBarh! — MOBTOPUJ MYKYMHA B YEPHOM U
npeacTaBuiIcs: — MeHs 30ByT DMmanyaib Junwe. S1 maxopnom
ero BenuyecTBa. MHe MOpy4eHO Ha3upaTh 32 OTOOPOM U 00ec-
MIEYUTh YYACTHHIT BCEM HEOOXOTUMBIM.

— O4YeHb MPUSITHO, — €IMHCTBEHHAS U3 HOBOITPUOBIBIITNX OTO-
3Basiach Epumus.

Oma onryTria Jerkylo HeJIOBKOCTb U3-3a TOTO, UTO, 3alTPOKHU-
HYB TOJIOBY, pacCMaTpuBajia CTeHbl ABopiia. Jlemu Tak He 1mocTy-
TMAI0T, 9TO HEBEKJIMBO TI0 OTHOIIEHUIO K XO35MHY AoMa. B maH-
HOM citydae — K DMMaHyamo0. OHaKO OCTajbHble MPEeTeHIeHT-
KU, TIOXOXK€E, U BOBCE CUMTAJIM HUKE CBOETO JIOCTOMHCTBA 00IIe-
HUE C YeJIOBEKOM Oe3 TUTYJIA. [[eByIKa MBICJIEHHO UX MoXaJea.



C Tak¥MU YMCTBEHHBIMHU CITIOCOOHOCTSIMM Ha OTOOpE JIJIeKO He
IIPOIBUHENIBCA. BO-NIEPBBIX, HA CTOJIb BBICOKMU IOCT 10 OIpe-
JEJICHUI0 Ha3HAYaJIi TOJILKO ABOPsAH. BO-BTOPBIX, Maxopaom —
9TO HE BWJIKU-JIOKKHA HOCUTh, OT HETO MHOroe 3aBucuT. Hampu-
Mep, HACTPOEHUE UMIIepaTopa.

SMMaHy3JTh He 00paTHJI BHUMAHUS Ha 9yXKue poOeJIbl B BOC-
nutanuu. Hy wmm caenan Bua. Epumus He coMHeBaslach: OH U
HE Takoe B CBOEi KM3HM noBugal. OHa OCTOPOKHO HaOoaNa
3a HUM, U3ydasa. OnacHslil yesoBek! Yike He Mooz, I71a3a yM-
Hble, XuTpble. C HUM HYKHO OBITh HACTOPOKE. DMMAHYITh BIOJI-
HE MOT IIOMHUTB reHepasia bpoka, IBHO CllyKWI e1le MpouuIoMy
umnepartopy. 1 yxx TOYHO OH BcTpeuasics B ABOPLOBBIX KOPHUJIO-
pax ¢ Anxenon. Brieprie Epumus moskaiiena o cBoei OpocKoi
BHeTHOCTU. OHa Bpok /10 KOHYMKOB HOrTeW, Bce (PAMUIIbHBIE
4epThl B HAMMUUK. TeTka XoTs Obl He Takast KryJasi OploHeTKa 1
pocrom noHmke. Ox, kak Obl He noHsw1! Ho mo3aHo, npunercs
Urparthb J10 KOHIIA M CTapaThCsl MOPEkKe MOMNaaaTbCsi MaKOPAOMY
Ha IJI1a3a.

— 41 npoBOXy Bac B KpbUIO MPETEHAEHTOK U KOPOTKO BBEAY B
Kypc Aejia, — HEBO3MYTHUMO ITPOIOJIKIAI DMMAHYJb U IIOIPOCUIT
CJIEIOBATh 32 HUM.

Edumus enpa He coBepimia (pataabHyIo OMIMOKY, TOMHTEpe-
COBABIIIMCh: «A Kak *ke Belu?» B Mupe apucTokpartoB Bce MHa-
4e, He CTOUT 3a00TUTHCSI O YEMOJIaHAaX.

Bomnpeku oxupaHusiM, MaXopIOM HamlpaBWJICS HE K LIEH-
TpaJIbHOMY BXO[Y, & CBEPHYJI K JIEBOMY OOKOBOMY KpbUTbily. [le-



BYIIIKM 3apONTAM, MapK13a Jake HAMEKHY/Ia Ha Herojo0aro-
LIMU [TPUEM:

— Mgl He ciyru, a Jiyyinve JeByliku rpadersal

— Be3ycioBHO, — mpsiua capkacTUYECKyIO YJIBIOKY, YUTUBO CO-
racuics DMMaHy31b, — UMEHHO [T03TOMY BaM BBIAEIMIIM OCO-
Oble TIOKOM, T1eJI0€ JJBOPLIOBOE KPBLJIO, T1€ BAM HUKTO HE IOMe-
11aerT.

«nu BBl HUKOMY He mMomeliaere», — E(uMus MbICIEHHO
03BYyUMJIa YMTaBIIEeCs MexXAY CTPoK. CTpaHHO, KOHEYHO, 3aUeM
3aTeBaTh OTOOP, €CITM TATOTHUINBCS MOTEHIINAIbHBIMUA HEBECTa-
Mu. OcraBajioch Ha/IEAThCS, YTO MPETEHAEHTOK HEe 3arpyT MO
KOMHAaTram, MHave MPUIETCS CPOYHO MEHSATH IUIaHBbI.

OpHako CTOWJIO KaHAWIATKAM MEPeCTYNUTb MOPOr, Kak BOJI-
HEHUE CMEHWJIOCh IPUIVIYIIEHHBIMU B3JI0XaMU BOCXUIICHUSI.
JBopeir HajiTekano Obl Ha3BaTh beoCHe KHBIM — BHYTPH IPe0od-
Jlajan UMEeHHO 3ToT 1BeT. [lo yKpallleHHON MeaabOHaMH Mpa-
MOPHOI JIECTHMIIE, CJIUIIKOM IIMPOKOU I BTOPOCTENIEHHOM,
JEBYIIKH MOAHSIMCh HA BTOPOoM 3Taxk. OTTy/na yepes rajepero ¢
3UMHHMM CaJJOM OHM TIONaJH B KPbUIO, 0Opa3oBaBIliee OTHY W3
OOKOBBIX I'DaHEel CJIeAYIONIero BHYTPEHHETO JBOpA.

— Ilokou npeTeHIeHTOK. — DMMaHy3JIb yKa3ajl Ha 3aneprbie
JBEPH, BO3JI€ KOTOPBIX, CJIOBHO YAaCOBBIE, BBITSHYJIUCH BO (PPOHT
JIaKeu.

Edumusa Haxmypunack. BbIXOOuT, yyacTHUI| NTPEBpaTWIIU B
nThYeK B Kietke. I1ycTh cebe mpuxopalmBaoTcs, medeuyT 1
PagyIoT IJla3 B YCTAHOBJICHHBIE YaCHI.



— I[poctute, — oOpaTmiiack OHa K MaXOpPIOMY, — MPABUIIBHO
JIM s TIOHsIJTa, YTO HaM 3aMperieHo CBOOOTHO MePeABUTATHCS TI0
JaBopity?

CrnpsataHHast Ha Tpyau Oy ThLIOUKA C HATIEPCTSHKOW OOXUTana,
KO’a Mof Helt yecanachk. Kazanochk, Oynro mpodka norepsiiach, U
4acTh COAEPKUMOTO 3aTekia nog aud, Ho Epumusa nonnmana:
3TO BCETO JIMILb HEPBBI.

— Otuero ke, — yIMBJIEHHO IVISIHYJ Ha Hee DMMaHy1b. Ha
MI'HOBEHHE JEBYIIIKA MOXaJiesia O CBOEM BOITPOCE, UCITYTaBIINCh
y3HaBaHUs1, HO 00ONLIOCh. — BBl HU B 4YeM He OrpaHWYeHbl, MU-
nenu. XoTs, PaBo, s He 3HAI0, YTO BaM MOXKET MOHAJOOUThCSI.

To ecTb psAMOro 3ampera HeT. Yke XOpOLLIO.

— $1 mobmo rynATh Tmepes CHOM, — B3MaxHyJa pecHUIlaMU
Edumus, craparenbHo mpsda CBOIO pagocTb. — Tak, HEMHOrO
MIPOWTHCH TIO TIAPKy. 3aBepsiio, s1 OyAy OCTOPOKHA M HUKOTO He
MOTPEBOXKY.

— Moxerte ry/isiTh, CKOJIbKO BaM B3AyMaeTcsl, MWIEIU, — MU-
JIOCTMBO pa3peni DMMaHyIb.

OcranbHble JEBYIIKM MHOTO3HAYMTEIBHO NEPErISAHYINCH.
Hagepnsika permmu, 6ynro E¢pumus paccuutsiBaeT nogkapay-
JIUTb UMIIEPATOPA.

PacnaxHyB 1BycTBOpYaThle ABEPU, MAXOPAOM IIPOBEN UX B
OOJIBILION 3aJ1, HAIIOMUHABILIMI TapeMHBII ABOPUK U3 POMAaHOB.
JlekopaTopbl NOCTApaICh MAKCUMaJIbHO TOYHO BOCIIPOU3BECTU
3aMOPCKUN JIEKOP, HE MOCKYMWINCH J1ake Ha MaJieHbKUN (POH-
Tad. CTpys BOABI BbITEKAJa U3 MPAMOPHOW PAaKOBUHBI U Yepe3



JPYTyio, OOJBIIYIO TI0 JUAMETPY, YXOauIa 0opaTtHo B TpyOy. Ps-
JIOM TTOCTABWJIY KAJIKy C KapJIMKOBOM MAJIbMOM.

— 3aj oaarcoK. — DMMaHy3JIb 00BeJl PYKOW K30THUYECKOe
nomerneHue. — Mecro obrero coopa yyactHuil otoopa. 31ech
ke OOBSBIISIOTCS MMEHA BHIOBIBIIMX KaHIUAATOK. B cooTBer-
CTBUM C PACHHMCAHUEM, — MAKOP/IOM 3alleJIECTe)T U3BJIEUYEHHBIM
U3 BHYTPEHHEro KapMaHa JIMCTOM Oymaru, — Bbl JIOJKHBI TIOSIB-
JIATBCSA B 3aJI€ YTPOM U BEYEPOM, B JIEBATh U B IIECTh YACOB CO-
OTBETCTBEHHO.

— 3aueM? — mojiajia roJioc OfIHA U3 3eJICHOTJIa3bIX OapOHecc. —
Pa3Be kaxplil IeHb CTAaHYT OTCBLIAThH 110 JIBE JEBYIIKU ?

— [lonaTus He nmeto, Mmusieau. S Bcero JMiiib OTBEYAlo 32 Balll
KoMcopT.

Edumusa nonnmana: myxuvHa JiykaBur. Bce DmmaHysmb
NPEKPaCcHO 3HaJI, HO CHEIUAIbHO MPUTBOPSUICS OOBIYHBIM HC-
nonHuTeneM. HaBepHsika 1 ofesnicst Kak OObIYHBIN CITyTa, 17151 TO-
ro 9ToOBl MOHAOMIONATH 34 IEBYIIIKAMHU 1 TIO/IEUTHCS BBIBOJAMU
C UMIIepaTopoM. SIBUCh MaKOP/IOM B MApaJHOM Kam30J1e, y4acT-
HUIIBI IPUHSJIMCH Obl )KEMAaHHUYaTh, CTPEMUJIMCh BHICTABUTD CE-
Os1 B JTy4IlleM CBeTe.

— A xto npoBonut ot60p? Heyxenn cam ummneparop? Wnm,
MOJKET, IEPBBIIl MUHUCTP? — HE YHUMAaJIach OapoHecca.

— Co BpeMeHeM y3Haere.

DMMaHy3/1b OKa3ajicsl TEM €lle JIMCOM, MaCTEPOM YKJIOHYM-
BbIX OTBETOB. BBIXOIUT, IEpBOHAYaA/IbHBIE BBIBOJIbI BEPHBI, 1 OH
HE CTOJIBKO 3a00THJICSI 00 MX KOM(OpTe, CKOJIBKO HAOII0AI.



— A Terniepb, yBakaeMble Jie/id, S TOTOB BHIC/TYIIIATh BAIIH T10-
JKEJIaHWS 1 TI0 BOZMOXXHOCTH X BBITIOJTHIO.

[Moka ocrayibHbIE AEBYIIKU OAPOOHO MEPEUMCIISIIA CBOU Tpe-
OoBaHMsI, a MAKOPJIOM MX TIATENbHO 3anuchiBail, Eprimust oto-
nuUia B CTOpoHKy. Kakasi pasznuiia, siOIoKy wid rpyiy nogaayT
Ha 3aBTPaK, ed MOIOWIET U TO U JAPYTOe.

Mo3zanyHble TTAHHO Ha CTEHaX Yepe/IoBAIMCh CO MKadamu,
HAIOJIHEHHBIMU PA3HOTO poja JMKOBUHKaMu. Edumus pac-
CMOTpeia KaxIyIo Ba3y, Kaxk Iyl CTaTyITKy, He TOJA03peBasi, uTo
3a He# cnenar. He causy — cBepxy. Kak y mo6oro, mycts gaxe
CTHUJIM30BAaHHOTO, BOCTOYHOTO MapaJHOro MoMeINeHus1, y 3ana
OIAJIMCOK MMeJIcsl ceKpeT: Bropol 3taxk. [lomacts Tyna MOXHO
OBbLJIO U3 KPOXOTHOM KaMOpKH Oe3 OKOH. YeThlpHa/laTh CTyIe-
Hel, ¥ Thl OeCIIPensATCTBEHHO HAOJIO/IaeIllh C Y3KOro OakoHa 3a
TeM, YTO TBOPHUTCS] BHU3Y.

3a BBICTYIIOM TOJTYKOJIOHHBI IPUTAUJICS] MYKUMHA JIET COPO-
ka. Pa3ieneHHble KOCHIM TTPOOOPOM KaIlITAHOBBIE BOJIOCH OBLIN
9yTh KOpOYE C OJIHOM CTOPOHBI U JIJIMHHEE, TPUKPBIBAS MOUKY
yxa, ¢ apyrou. ['aza nBera mpegpaccBeTHOro Heba MPHCTATb-
HO CJIEIWIM 32 MAXOPJOMOM U 3a NpEeTeHAEHTKaMH U3 rpadg-
crBa Opoii: Jlenap I'op3en, rpadp MuTtac, He NpUBBIK yITyCKaTh
HUA equHor netayi. OMHAKO ceryac OH OfeicA Tak, 4TOObI HU-
KTO HE 3arofo3pui B HEM MepBOro MUHKCTpa. YepHblid — Oec-
IIPOUTPBIIIHBIN 1BET. B HEM TeOst MPUHUMAIOT 3a CIIYTY U He 3a-
MeuaioT. Bipouewm, surio JleHapa He Bsi3as10Ch ¢ BHIOpaHHBIM 00-
pazom. CIHIIIKOM MHOTO BJIACTHOCTH B OCTPOW JIMHUM TMOA0O-



pOJIKa, CJIMIIIKOM MHOT'O CHJIbl B TOHKUX, HO OTHOBPEMEHHO UYB-
CTBEHHBIX ry0ax. BrIcOKMe CKyIibl, eBa TPOHYTAasI 3arapoM Koka
Y YTOHYEHHBIE, BBITSHYTHIE MPOMOPIIUU TeJia BbIIaBaI ApPUCTO-
Kkpata. Ho yepHblil Ha TO U YEepHBIi1, YTO HE CTAHEIIIb PACCMATPU-
BaTh BBIOPABIIIETO €r0 YeJOBEeKa.

WmmepaTopckuii [BOpell — HeYToO OoMbliee, YeM MpOCTO Ha-
6op komHat. Ha camom zene ux u BoBce 1Ba. Bropoii npsiuercs
BHYTPH [IEPBOT'0, OIYTHIBAET 3aJIbl IOTAMHBIMUA XOJAMHU, CEKPET-
HBIMU KOMHatamu. [IpeTeHieHTKamM Ha pyKy MOHapxa IpeacTo-
SUTO BBIIGPKATH TOPA30 OOJIbIIe UCIIBITAHUH, HEKEJIM OHU TI0-
naranu. JleHap, Kak HUKTO JPYrou, 3HaJl, 4TO TOJIBKO Ha€AUHE C
co0oil yenoBek cOpachiBaeT Macky. OH HamepeBaJICs 3aryIsIHy Th
B AYIIY KaXJOW JAEBYILIKHU.

— A BbI, Muiegu?

Edumus B3npornyna, He cpa3dy cooOpasuB, 4To 0OpaliaoT-
cq K Hel. [lanen 3amep Ha BBITYKJIOCTH KEPAaMUYECKOM TUIUTKU.
Kakoi spkuit mak! KpacHslii Kak... KpOBb.

— OHa Kakag-To iepeBeHIIMHA! — HE YIOCYKUBIIKCH IEPEUTH
Ha IIETNOT, OTIYCTWIA €KW KOMMEHTapuid Mapkusa. — Eiie u
6e3 TuTyNa, Bcero uiib Peppup.

Momuate Epumust He cobupanace:

— Bce MBI kOra-T0 OBLIM «BCETO JIMIIbL». Barm mpeaku Toxe
HE POAMJIUCH C cepeOpsIHOM JIOKKOI BO PTY.

— Pon TopHen HacuuThIBaeT ABEHAATH [IOKOJIEHUI, — BBICO-
KOMEPHO 3aMeThJIa MapKu3a.

Obe GapoHecch IPUTHXJTN, C UHTEPECOM HaOmoas 3a repe-



najakou. Maxopaom roka He BMermBascs. CKiaapBajloCh BIie-
yarieHue, yro Edumus, cama Toro He xesasi, y4aCTBOBaIA B
MIEPBOM HCITBITAHUMU.

— Bcero aBenaanarth? — ycMexXHy/1ach OHa, C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM
HaHeCs yaap OpykKMeM CONEPHULIBL. — B MOEM MX YeThIpHaALATh.

— borock, Bam 3TO HE MOMOKET, — HE KeJlas MPU3HABAThH I10-
paxkeHue, mpoOypuasia Mapku3a. — MiMriepatop He OIyCTHTCS 10
OecIpyIaHHMIIbI, OH BHIOEPET JIEBYIIIKY W3 XOPOIIel CEMbHU.

Edumus HeBo3MyTHUMO MoXkaia mie4aMu:

— Kaxnas u3 Hac ciocoOHa cTath MepBoOl JaMO UMITEPUH.

ConepHulia ucrienenvsia ee B3UISA0M U, OTBEPHYBIIUCH, MO-
npocuia IMMaHyJ1s:

— Ecnu 310 BO3MOXHO, MOCEIUTE €€ KaK MOKHO JaJjbIlie OT
MEHS.

— KoHeuHO BO3MOXKHO, — 9XOM pa3Heccsl Mo 3ally OJaTMCOK
rojioc cBepxy. — [Ipuyem Tak aneko, 4To Bbl OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/IA
HE BCTPETUTECH.

JleHap BbIIIENT W3 TEHU MONYKOJIOHHBI M ONEpCs JIaJOHSIMU
00 orpaguteNbHblid Oapbep. TOYHO Tak ke ¢ OajJKoHa B3Upal
ObI Ha MOJIAHHBIX UMIIEPATOP: UACATHHO MpsIMast CIIMHA, HECTH-
OaemMasi BOJISI B IVIa3aX, HECKOHUaeMasl yBEPEHHOCTh B KaKIOM
xecre. HeynMBUTENbHO, YTO IEBYIIKY B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3allleNTa-
quchk: «Ero BenmuectBo!» Bee, kpome Edpumun.

[MamsATh — 3aHATHASA MTyKa. MBI MOXeM 3a0bITh UMEHA TIPe/I-
KOB, HO JI0 CMEPTH HE PACCTAHEMCS C MUMOJIETHBIM 3aI1aXOM [1y-
xoB. Epumus Bpok u Jlenap ['op3eH BUaEIMCh JUIIb OTHAKIbL,



HO y JIEBYIIIKM HE BO3HUKJIO U TEHU COMHEHUH, KTO Mepe]1 He.

Tor nenp y Epumun acconmmupoBaiics ¢ 3araxoM MpoJIMTOro
yas Ha naplax. CTOUIO HEJABHO HA3HAYEHHOMY NIEPBOMY MHU-
HUCTPY BOWTH, OH HAIMOJHWICS MOJIBIHHOM TOPEYbIo.

Cob6one3noBanus Jlenapa pesanu ciayx. JIoxp OT iepBoro o
nocjieiHero cnoBa! Kak y Hero xBaTuiio HarJIoCTd OTKPBITh poT? !
Bcem m3BectHO, Giarogapsi KoMy MepTB reHepast Bpok u ero chi-
HOBbs1. biIM3KKM Jjaxe He MO3BOJIMIIM MONPOIIATHCS C HUMHU, Ha
CJIEYIOIIMIA JISHb TMOCJIe TPArnuyeCKOU IMOMBITKHA OCBOOOXKICHHS
OTITPaBWJIN B CCBUIKY.

[Mouemy Jlenap ve ypomms? [lyiia o0si3aHa HaKJIaAbIBaTh OT-
nevyatok Ha Teso. ['ne GoponaBku, ria3za-OyCHHKH, 3aruibIBIIIEe
sxkupoM Tesio? Epumust crapaniack, HO He HaXOuJIa B IEPBOM MU-
HUCTPE U3bSHOB. CIIMIIIKOM KPACHBBIN, CJUIIKOM IPUTATATENb-
HBIW 151 Bpara.

JleBylika mopajaoBajiach, 4to JleHap BBICOKO U HE 3aMETUJI
CMSITEHHS1 YyBCTB B ee ma3zax. CBepXy OHa Ka3ajach TaKou xke
YYTOUYKY CMYIIEHHOM M BOOIYIIEBJIEHHOM, Kak ocTayibHble. Ha
camMoM Jiejie B yluax CTosa mym, Edpumus cMyTHO noHumana,
yTo npoucxoaut. Kaxercs, Mapku3se He noesso. Criech U IJIMH-
HBI} SI3bIK OTIIPABJISUIA KPACOTKY JI0MOM. JleHap HeIByCMBbICIIEH-
HO HAMEKHYJI, YTO BBICOKOMEPHE CPeJY KOHKYPCAHTOK HE MOOIII-
psercs.

— Bo aBopen npucnanu ay4imux. 30ech HET ClIyYallHbIX Jie-
BYIIIEK, BCE OHU U30paHHbIe, paBHbIE. DMMaHYJIb, — MAKOPIOM
MOYTUTENIBHO CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY B OKMJIAHWM YKa3aHUM, — MOXKa-



JIyHCTa, pacropsUTeCh, YTOOBI 3aBTPa YTPOM JEBYIIKY OTIIpa-
BUJIM JOMOI. UBaHJIMBOW apUCTOKpATKEe HUKOIA HE CTaTh UM-
nepaTpULIC.

— Ho, Baie Besin4ecTBo. .. — Onemnmsia Mapkus3a u ¢ MOJb0oi
o0epHysach K DMMaHYJTIO.

Tor u He Tymas ed MoMOorarh, 3aMep KaMEHHOU CTaTyeu.

— Baiie BenmyecTBO HerpaBWIbHO Bee moHsM! — JleByiika
OTYasIHHO NBITAJIACh OCTAThCSl BO JBOPLE. 3aPOKUHYB TOJIOBY,
OHa MpHcea B peBepaHce U HAIIENIJIA HA IO BUHOBATYIO YIIbIO-
Ky. — MBI BCero Jmib 00CykJai pOAOCTIOBHBIE APYT Apyra. 51
HU B KOEU Mepe. ..

— 51 Bce mpekpacHo MoHsu1, — o0opBai ee JleHap U 03ByuuMI
OKOHYATeJIbHBIN MPUTOBOpP: — [ OTOBBTECH K OTHE3NY, MUIeaAn. B
oTOOpe BBl OOJIBIIIE HE YUaCTBYETe.

Bropoii aTax onmycrten — nepBblii MUHUCTP CKPBLICS 3a MOTail-
HOW JIBEPHIO.

Ono3opeHHasi MapKu3a B J1ocajie Kycasa ryobl. CIiyTHUIIBI HC-
KOCa MOCMaTpUBAJIM Ha Hee, HO He PellaIUCh OTKPBITO TOPKe-
CTBOBATh: BJIPYT UM TOXKE MPUKAKYT NMAKOBATh BEIIH?

— Takoe ciyuaercs, — (pyierMaTuyHO MPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJI Ma-
xoproM. — OTOOp — AeN0 cepbe3Hoe, a ero CUATEIbCTBO — I71a3a
U YIIU €r0 BeJIMYeCTBa.

— Tak 370 ObLT HEe UMITIEpaTOpP? — Pa30YaPOBAHHO AXHYJIH Ipe-
TEHJEHTKMU.

Bornbinie Bcex paccrponiach Mapku3a. Ere Obl, yHMKaIach,
CTpOWJIA IJ1a3KU — U He Bapneny.



Edumus orBepHyiach, npsya npe3pUTebHyI0 yXMbUIKy. Ha
YTO HAJESIUCh 3TU KYPHIIbI, €CJIM CIYTAJIM MOHApXa C MUHH-
crpom? OcrasibHbIE HAaBEPHSKA MOATOTOBWINCH, U3YYHUJIN PACIIO-
PSJIOK JHS €ro BeJIMYEeCTBa, MOAKYIMIN CIIYT, YTOObl OKa3aThCs
psoM ¢ BapaeHoM Bo Bpemsl IPOTYJIOK.

— Her, ¢ BaMu roBOpujI €ro CUATENbCTBO MEPBBIM MUHUCTP
Pnoxa rpagp Murac.

[Tonukimme neBunipl BOCpAHYIU AyXoM. OHUM SIBHO Hajes-
JMch oyapoBath JleHapa U ¢ ero moMoIplo 3arnoay4uTh Onaro-
CKJIOHHOCTB nmrieparopa. Mx mian urpan Ha pyky E¢pumun: Bce
pelar, 4to ee MHTEPEC K NEPBOMY MUHUCTPY BBI3BAH TEMU KeE
npuurHamu. Ha camom fienie oHa XoTesna paspelinTh Tep3aBLiie
ee nmpotuBopeurs. Epumus nmoiimaia cedst Ha MbIC/IA, YTO OKOH-
YaTelqbHO 3amyTanach. Pa3 Tak, )KM3HEHHO HEOOXOAMMO BBIsIC-
HWTH MOJHOTOTHYIO JIeHapa, mpounTaTh OyMaru 1o /ey OTIia.



I'naBa 6

— Hy, kak onm tebe?

OTKHMHYBIIXCH Ha CIIUHKY OOTSIHYTOTO KOXel Kpecia, Ha Jle-
Hapa B yIOp YCTaBWJICSA €r0 POBECHUK. TOXe IaTeH, ceporiasbli,
C e/1Ba HAMEUYEHHOU JTMHUEeW YCOB U KPOXOTHOM Oopokoit. [ep-
BbII MMHHUCTP YCTaJI IIPOCUTh €TI0 UMIEPATOPCKOE BEINYECTBO
n30aBUTHCSI OT COMHUTEJIBPHOTO «IUIEBKa» Ha MOAOOPOKE. YBHI,
MOHApX He JKeJlaJl HUYEro CIIyIIaTh ¥ CTApaTeIbHO NPATA 3a CO-
MHUTEJILHON pacTUTENBHOCTBIO SIMOUKY, TIO €r0 MHEHHIO, HE Bsl-
3aBIIYIOCS C KBaJpaTHbIM Nog0oponkoM. SIkoOsl ¢ Hell Bapaen
IpeBpalaiIcs B MATKOTEJIOrO I0HOIY. JIeHapy 0cTaBajioCh TOJb-
KO CMUPEHHO NOKMUMaTh riedamu. [1py Bcem skeaHuu BbICOKHIA,
C XOPOILIO Pa3BUTOIN MYCKY/IaTypoil UMIiepaTop He couies Obl 3a
COIUTMBOIO M03Ta, 0COOEHHO Korjaa xmypuics. Toraa u 6e3 To-
r'0 HM3KO MOCaKeHHbIe OPOBHU MPHUIABAJIM €My CXOACTBO C Me[l-
BEJIEM.

OnHu pociu BMecTe, JaBHUE TOBAPUIIM IO UTpaM, U Tenepb
BMECTE K€ CTOSUIN Y PYJIsl BJIACTH.

— Ja Tak... — CocrpouB Kuciyio Muny, Jlenap ornpasui B
pOT ouepeHOM KYCOK KypomnaTku. — Bbl jke 3HaeTe, MHe He Mo
JylIe 3Ta 3aTes.

VK1HaTh B IPUCYTCTBUU UMIIEPATOPA — BEJIMKAS YECTD. YKU-
HaTh B €0 MOKOsIX 0e3 CBUJeTelNel — MPU3HaK Oe3rpaHuIHOTO
Josepus. I'pad mopow myTui, 4To NPEeBpaTWICA B OOHY U3 (pa-



BOpUTOK Bapnena. OH Buzen nMriepatopa B HepopmabHON 00-
CTaHOBKE TOpas3/Io Jailie, yeM JJodas U3 HUX.

— Bpock, MbI otHH, K Yemy ycToBHOCTH? M Gouiibes, 4To
u3-3a 1mKaga BbUIE3ET MOsI MaTyIlKa?

BapaeH paccmesiics U yKa3ail Ha MAaCCUBHbBIN KHUKHBIA CTeJI-
Jax.

— Bpsn mu. — Jlenap toxke ysbIOHYyJCS. — MHe U3BECTHBI Bce
JBOPLIOBbIE XOAbl. TYT UX Her.

— Oi1 1 ? — JTyKaBo MoKavaJi rojioBoit umrepatop. — TeOe cre-
JyeT BHUMaTeJIbHEe U3yUUTh CTaphle IUIaHBI.

OH no3BoJIsL cede AypaurThCsl TONBKO B o0IecTBe rpada, ¢
YIOBOJILCTBUEM Ha BpeMsi 3a0bIBaJT O TSKECTH KOPOHBI U OTBET-
CTBEHHOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHA HaKJIaJIbIBaJIa.

— Broprarscsa B nokon nmneparopa? Kak moxno?! Crpoure-
71 ObI HE TIOCMETH.

[Tneun Jlenapa paccnadmiuck. OH ycTano NoTsHyJjIcs, cOpa-
ChIBasl HANIPSIKEHUE MUHYBIIIETO JTHSI.

Cynp0a cBea Oymynux apy3ed IeTbMH, Korga 00ouM ObLUIO
1o AeBATh JeT. Otely JleHapa npUCTPOUI ero NakoM K HacJieJHU-
Ky npectoia. OH eIMHCTBEHHbI U3 TIOTOJJKOB, TAKUX K€ MaJlb-
YHINEeK 13 OIaropoHBIX CEMENCTB, CyMell 3a/IepKaThCsl y TPOHA
¥ c7ies1an OJIeCTAIIyIo Kapbepy.

— OcTaBUM B MOKOE TaiiHbIE XO/Ibl, 1aBail O JeBYIIKaX, — BEp-
HYJICS K TIPEKHEW TeMe UMIepaTop v HaIUJI ceOe erle HEMHOTO
BUHA. — MaryIiike cjieioBajio caMOi UMM 3aHSIThCS, ITO €€ 3aTesl.
Cymmii (papc! Eciv e Tak XOTen0Ch MEH$ )KEHUTh, IOCBATAIUCH



Obl K TOM ke mpuHIiecce Paadekoit. [ToroBaprBaioTt, oHa dyI0
Kak xopoira. MHe 6e3 pa3HUIIbI, )KeHa U JKeHa, JIUIIb Obl He Aypa
Y He ypOoauHa.

— OT6Op yKpenuT TBOIO BIACTb.

Jlenap cnenan nay3y u, yOeAUBIIKCH, UTO €0 «Thl» MPUHSTO
OJ1arOCKJIOHHO, TIPOJOJIKIT:

— He 3a0wIBaii, 1mocjie BOCCTaHUsI OCTAJIOCh MHOTO HEJJOBOJIb-
HbIX. Koe-KTo cunTaert, Thl AOMYCTUII HETTO3BOJIUTEIIBHYIO KECTO-
KOCTb, Ka3HWUJ1 HEBUHOBHBIX.. . .

— XBarut! — Kynak nmneparopa ¢ cuiod ygapui 0o CTOINy.
3BskHya nocyaa. — He xkenato cnymars! U He nibITaiics caenatb
BUjI, Oy/ITO Thl K 3TOMY He MPHUYACTEH, — SI3BUTEJIbHO J0OABUII
Bapnen. — [lon kax/pIM UMEHEM U TBOSI TTOJIITUCH.

JleHap MOBMHHO CKJIOHWI ToJIOBY. OH MOHMMAJI, Ceyac HaJ1o
MIPOMOJTYATD.

— JlanHo, — Bce eine 3:1sch, OypkHY Bapnen u npuryousn Bu-
HO, — 1 TIOHs1. JleBuIla — CUMBOJI TPUMUPEHUS C COOCTBEHHBIM
HapoyioM. Ho eciu yx s IprHOIITY JKepTBY BO UMsI Oec 3HaeT Je-
ro, TO UMEI0 MPaABO 3HATh, UTO MOTY4y B3aMeH.

— EcTb napouka xopoliieHbkuX. — [IBukeHue yemocTerd Bo3-
OOHOBWJIOCh, HO TIEPBBIA MHUHUCTP JEPXKAJCS HACTOPOXEHHO,
NIPUCTAJIBHO CIIEINI 32 coOeceTHUKOM. — OcOOeHHO MHE TOHpa-
BUJIACh OJJHAa OPIOHETKA.

— Hy? — Bapnen onepcst mogO0pOIKOM O CJIOKEHHBIE «I0MHU-
KOM» JIAJIOHU Y B3MJISIAOM BeJien rpady npoaoixkars. — He romu!
KoMITIMMEHT M3 TBOMX YCT — HECJIbIXaHHasi pockoib. Mim ne-



ByIIIKa yKpasa TBoe cepaiie? Hy, — Oynro Hajg KaOMHETOM HelaB-
HO He pa3pasuiiach Oypsi, IyKaBo MOAMHUTHYJI UMIIEPATOp, — IPH-
3HaBaiics1! Korjma HakoHell MOSIBUTCS JKEHINMHA, KOTopass TeOs
YTUXOMUPUT?

— VBbI! — B IPUTBOPHOM COXaJIEHUH pa3Bel pykamu JleHap. —
B Moeti ocTesnu T0CTaTOYHO KEeHIMH, 0OpeMEHEHUE B BUTIE JKe-
HBI MHe He TpeOyetcs. Tonky ¢ Hee! OTHM pacXo/bl ¥ TOJIOBHAS
60sb. JII0O0BL M BOBCE camasi oracHast U3 OOJIe3HEM.

— Jlenap, Jlenap! — yKOpU3HEHHO MOKayas rojioBOM MOHapX U
HAJIAJI TIPUSTENTI0 BUHA, OKOHYATEIbHO CTEPEB HEMPUSTHOE TO-
clieBkycue ccopbl. — Korja Ham ObLIO BOCEMHA/IIATh, Thl TOBO-
PUJI MHOE.

— B BocemHa1ath 51 ObLI IIIyTbIM I0HIIOM. Hudero B kapmase,
HUYErO B TOJIOBE, OHU UJeasbl. A XU3Hb, 3HACHIb I, HUYETO
oOriero ¢ KHMKKamu He umeeT. [aii ciona! — O otoOpan y Bap-
neHa OyTbUIKY. — 51 oka TBOW MOIAAHHBIN, MHE U Pa3/IUBATh.

— Tsl MO¥ IpyT, — TIOMPABUJI UMITEpaTOp. — A TBOW M1 3Ba-
i [lnanoii. He otBepraum oHa 1eds, 1aBHO ObI 003aBeJICs IETHMH.

— U xBasa HeOy! — OTCAIIOTOBAJI BEHIIEHOCHOMY MPUSITENIO
Jlenap. — Kak npencraBmo, 4To keHusics Obl Ha HEll, B3IPOTHY.
Jlio6oBHMIIA ipusTHEe KeHbl. OHA BCer/ia JIACKOBa U IIpeayTpe-
JWMTENTbHA, paja JIoOoMy BHUMaHMIO. 1 0T Hee mpocTo n30aBUTh-
cs1, KOIJIa HaJioecT. A Terephb MpeICcTaBb jkeHy. BeuHo 6omuT ro-
JIOBA, BEYHO HE XBATaeT JIeHeT. TO HOBbI BbIE3]], TO LIBET JIEHT HA
nuisnke He Tot. A geru? CMopIlieHHbIe, BeYHO Borsiiue! Xo-
POIIIO, eciM Cpa3y MAJIbUMK, MHAYE TIPUIETCS Pa3 3a pa3oM BIIU-



BaTh B ceOs raJUIOH BUHA, YTOOBI HABECTUTH JABHO OMOCTHIJIEB-
1IyI0 cynpyry. Tak 4To npocTu, HO s MPEANOYUTAI0 YMEPETh XO-
JIOCTBIM.

— Cuactmgeri! — Tenb HaOexana Ha 1o Bapaena. — A MHe,
YBbI, CKOPO MPEACTOUT LIEJI0BaTh CYIIPyre pyKy MO yTpaMm U CIIy-
IIaTh PacCKa3bl 00 OUYEPeIHBIX HEJIOMOTAHUSIX.

— JIeByIIIKM HE TaK IJIOXH, — NOCIENINII YCIOKOUTh MPUSITEIIS
rpad, — yBepeH, Kakas-HuOy/Ib J1a PUTIISTHETCS.

HemHoro nomoyuas, OH MpU3HAJICS:

— 51 mo3BoMT ceGe BMeNIaThCsl M BHICTABUJT OJJHY YBAHJIUBYIO
nypy. Hanetoch, Tl He B obuje?

Mapkuza TopHeir Hagenana mymy. B npssMom cmeicie 3to-
ro cyosa. [locne yxona JleHapa oHa 3akaTuiia )KyTKHUI CKaHJal,
TpeboBasia BcTpeur ¢ umneparopoM. [Ipuiiuiocs yBe3TH ee cH-
Jou. Mimnieparpuiie-marepu JOJM0KWIU, YTO JEBYIIKA CEPbE3HO
6ospHa. TakuM 0O6pa3oM BOMPOC O BO3MOXHOM BO3BpAIlIEHUU
OBLIT 3aKPBIT.

— 4 nonnoCTBIO NOBEPAI0 TBOEMY 4yThI0. HO, — Bapnen nox-
HsUJT YKa3aTeIbHBIN MaJiel], — HeOOXOIUMO MOACTpaxoBaThesl. Th
TOBOPHJI O BOCCTAHUM. .. §l HE XOUy HENPUATHBIX CIOPIPU30B.

— [IpuaBOpHBIN Mar 3aBTpa ke OCMOTPUT MPETeHIeHTOK. J{oJ1-
JKEH JKe OH OTPadaThIBATh JICHBI'M, KOTOPHIE THI €My TLIATHIIh?

MyX4YHHBI IPY’KHO PACCMEsUTUCh M YOKHYJIMCh OOKa-JIAMHU.

Marus — Belp pefikas, Aaxe ITY4YHas1, HO OTPULIATh €€ HaJIu-
yue ryno. Kto-to u3 Heapyros ummneparopa Mor nojociaTh HO-
CHTEJIsI CMEPTOHOCHOTO JIapa WM CHAO[UTH €ro MPOKJISITON Be-



HIbIO.

— Kak mymaenn, — Jlenap BcmomH#II 0 O0siee HU3MEHHBIX, HO
3 PeKTUBHBIX CIOCOOAaX YOUNCTBA, — HUKTO OTPaBJIEHHbINA KUH-
*kan He npunac? KeHIMH 0ObICKUBATh HE MPUHSTO. . .

— Kro ckazan? — xmbikHy1 BapnieH, paccMarpuBasi Ha TpOCBET
Ookan. — MHe Bce MOXKHO, U 51 COOMPAIOCh 3TO CHIEIATh.

— IlonHuMmeTcs ckanaall, — HOKHYJ A3bIKOM rpad. — Mmnepa-
TpULIE-MaTEPU ITO HE TOHPABUTCH.

OH 00s13aH MpeIyNPeuTh, XOTS IEJTMKOM U TIOJHOCTHIO pa3-
JeJIsJT TIPUHLMITBI BEHLIEHOCHOTO Apyra. JKeHIMHbl — BOBCE HE
Bceraa a(peMepHble, Mafakolye B 0OOMOPOK CO3/IaHHMSI, CPEI HAX
MIOJIHO OTPABUTENbHUIL U HAeMHBIX YOui1l. [lepBuunbliii otOOp
MPOBOJWIMA TUIATENILHO, HO BAPYI KOMY-TO U3 POJICTBEHHUKOB
MOHapxXa He TepIuTcs 3aHATh TpoH? MiMnieparopckas pamums
— 3TO He TOJIbKO BapieH u ero MaTh, @ MHOKECTBO ABOIOPOJHBIX
Y TPOIOPOJIHBIX KY3€HOB M KY3UH, KOTOPBIE IIPY yIaYHOM CTeYe-
HUM OOCTOSITEIbCTB MOTYT Ha 3aKOHHBIX OCHOBAHUSIX TPUMEPUTD
KOPOHY.

— A MHe He HpaBUTCSI KOHKYPC, — OypKHYJI UMIIeparop, — Mo-
9TOMY MaTylIKe IpUAETCs MPOrJIOTUTh HEJOBOILCTBO. OObIYHAS
pa3yMHasi PeI0CTOPOKHOCTb.

— Ilonararo, cpa3y nocse npoBepKX MOXHO IIPOBECTH O(pULIU-
AJIbHYIO LIEPEMOHUIO 3HAKOMCTBA, — Npeiokui JleHap.

Bapnen ckopuuni poT B CKOpOHO# rpumace.

— JIBaguaTe IEBATH YOMOPHBIX JEBULL, A U MaTylka. bpp!

— W nonosuna nBopa. — [epBbiii MUHHUCTp 6€3-KalI0CTHO pas-



PYILIWI Opeosl MydeHHKa y cobeceqHrKa. — ITO OOJbIIIe UCTIbI-
TaHWe J1s1 AEBYIIEK, HEXKEH 1S BaC.

— Bor kak? — mogHs1 6poBu MoHapX. — JIBajiaTh AeBATh pa3
BBICJIyILIATh UM$1, JBA/ALIATh JEBATH pa3 MOLIEJIOBaTh PYKY, MOKe-
JlaTh yaauu. Xoyelllb, MOAEIOCh cyactbeM? OTaaM MOJOBUHY.

— VBoub! — npotecrymonie 3amaxan pykamu Jlenap. OH enBa
HE MONEPXHYJICSA OT HAXJIbIHYBIIKUX SMOIMI. — MHe XBartaeT pas3-
BJICUCHUH.

— Vxenu? — BapieH OTOABUHYI TapesKy ¢ TOPKOM MTUYbUX
KOCTOYEK. — YTO-TO HE MPUITOMHIO, KOT/Ia Thl B MOCJEIHUAN Pa3
Becenmics !

— He Bpems1, — Ts5KKO B3IOXHYJ rpad U TOXKE MOKOHYMI C
Tpane3oi. CpaboTano BIIUTAaHHOE C yAapaMu TPOCThIO TyBepHe-
pa MpaBUJIO: HEJIb3$1 €CTh, KOT/Ia CTApIlIKE, B JAHHOM CJTy4ae MO-
HapX, BCTAJIM U3-3a cToja. — Hy:)XKHO Bcex ¥ BCsl KOHTPOJIMPOBATb.

— Pemeno! — MMneparop nopHsuicsl, ¢ IIyMOM OTO/IBUHYB
Kpecyo. JIeHap TeHbI0 MOBTOPWII €TI0 JBUKEHHE. — bl TAHIIYEIIb
C MOMMH HEBECTAMHU.

—Ho...

I'pad c Tpynom ckpsul nocagy. OH CTPOMI COBCEM Jpyrue
TuiaHbl Ha 6an OTKPbITHS.

— WIMeHHO Tak, — MOBBICKJI rojoc MoHapx. — M He cnops!
DTO AeJ10 roCyJapCTBEHHOM BaXKHOCTH, TOTOM MOTHCKaelb Ka-
Tapuny. [Ipurnacuiis napoyky AeByiek, noHadmoaaens. Hau-
Helllb... A XOTb C TOW OPIOHETKH, KOTOPYI0 MHe cBaTall. Kcraru,
nouemy?



Jlenap Hanpsr namsTh. bpioHeTka... Ax ga, u3 rpadcrBa
Opou. Kpacusas, Hermynas, natepecyercs uckyccrsoM. Ho uro-
TO B HeW cMyInazo. [eno Bo B3MIsALEe, KOTOPbIM OHA €ro Olaph-
na. Tam He ObLIO MPUBBIYHOTO 0O0KAHUS WITK CTpaxa, TaK CMOT-
pes Obl My’)XK4MHA, OIIEHUBAsI CONIEPHUKA, pelliasi, Kak ¢ HUM I10-
cryruth. [IoTOM OHa CrioxBaTHIaCh, MPEBPATHIIACH B OOBIYHYIO
CMYLIEHHYIO TPOBUHIMAJIKY, HO JIeHap 3allOMHWII €€ MUMOJIET-
HYIO CypOBOCTb.

— Kak yronHo Baiemy BeIMYECTBY.

I'pac cknonmscs B rimydokom mokisone. Ero tep3anm comue-
HUS, He coOupasics i Bapnen npuynaputs 3a Katapunoii, noka
Jlenap o6xaxuBaet yyactHuil otdopa. Mapkusa [1nee cruiikom
s dekTHa, YToOBI HEe MPHBJIeYb BHUMaHMs MOHapxa. KarapuHa,
B CBOIO OYEPE/Ib, BPsA[ JIU OTKAXKET UMIIepaTopy.

— Yro-To THI He pan! — nomxkan ryosl Bapaen. — He mo6urib
taHupl? JlaBHo am?

Jlenap npenmnouen npomonyars. Moxer, BaprneH u npyr, HO
Ipexk/ie BCEro OH UMIIEpaTop.

[T03BOHMB B KOJIOKOJIBYMK, MOHAPX BEJIEN HECTIBIIITHO BO3HUK-
nemy ciyre yopars co crona. Koraa on ynanuics, Bapaen npea-
JIOXKUJT IPUSATENIO BBITUTh HEMHOT'O TOPHKOT'O JIUKEpa:

— OH ynyuIaer nuieBapeHue.

— B TBoem Bo3pacte? — JleHap CKeNTUYECKH MOAHSLT OPOBb.

TeHb peBHOCTH HUKY/A HE JIeNach, HO rpad crapaTebHO IHa
ee oT cebs1, He XKenast IOPTUTH Bevep.

— Oco0eHHO B HaIlleM Bo3pacte, Moy JIpyr. — BapzeH, mocme-



MBasiCh, MOXJIONAN ero no rmiedy. — Korga erie MHOro e u
nbelb. Tak mouemy Thl BAPYT HEB3TIOOWIT TAHIHI?

— Ortuero ke, 51 He JIOOTI0 COBCEM JPYroro — pas3BiieKarh IO
IIpUKa3zy.

WmniepaTop HaxMypuJICs, a MOTOM MOHUMAIOIIE KUBHYJI.

— A, Bce neno B Masbiike Karapuse, — ciagko pactsHyi ee
uMs BaprieH, He ocTaBUB COMHEHMI B CBOMX HamepeHusx. — Cta-
peenb! [Tpexe Tbl He OOsJICS MOTEPSTh KeHIUHY. Tak Heoro
JIMIIUTHCS TOJIKHOCTH.

— Koro xe Tbl Ha3HauuIIb Ha MOe MecTO? — [1epBblii MUHUCTP
CTOWKO BOCHPHUHST HAMEK Ha OTCTaBKY, HA00OPOT, Oy/ATO Keast
€€ YCKOPUTb, CeJl, 3aJI0KMB HOT'y Ha Hory. — Jlai yrajaio!

OH 3alyMYMBO TIOYECaT MOAOOPOJIOK.

— Ko 3acaxapun TBom yrm niectoio? ['pad Kopou? Her, croii!
KoneuHo, kakou s aypak — jopa Mapnoy! Hegapowm ero cecrpa
CTOJIb YCEPIHO TPYAWJIACh B MOCTEJIN.

— ThI urpaenib ¢ orueM! — HacynB OpOBH, TIPEAYTIPETUIT M-
reparop. — S CTepIuno MHOroe, HO BCE Ke. ..

— Ilpoctu, — pa3Ben pykamu JleHap v PUHSLT TOAOOAIONTYIO
o3y, — Thl JJa)K€ HE MEPBbI B CIIMCKE OXOTHUKOB 32 MOEH I0-
noBoii. He mepesxuBaii, s1 HUKOraa He 3a0yy, 4TO Thl UMIIepa-
Top. IMeHHO nosToMY 51 Oy/Iy TaHIIEBATh C TBOMMH JKEHIIIMHAMH,
yJIBIOATHCS ¥ OCHITIATh MX KOMITUMEHTAMHU.

— JlaBai1 yxe BbibeM, JIeHap! — co B310X0M MoKayas rojioBox
Bapnen. — Inaue JoroBopuMcsi 10 CHHUX 3BE3/I0YEK.

OH oTnep CKpBITHIN JEPEBSHHON MTAaHEbI0 TAMHUK U, TIOKOJIE-



OaBIIINCh, U3BJIEK ITy3aTYIO 3EJIEHYI0 Oy ThUIb.

— Ilopo¥i Tl HECHOCEH! — MPU3HAJICA MOHAPX, 3BSIKHYB (py:xe-
pamu. — MHe JIefiCTBUTEILHO XOUETCsI OTIPABUTD TeOsI B OTCTaB-
KY, HO IIOTOM $I BCIOMHUHAIO, YTO JIPYTrOoro Takoro nepBoro MUHU-
CTpa HE HAUTH, U TIPOIIAI0.

Borbinie oracHeIX TEM B UMIIEPATOPCKOM KaOMHETe He MOHU-
Mauu. [IpusiTenu pacnonoXuInucCh y KaMUHa U, NOTATHBasI 3eJie-
HYI0, HATOMHUHABIIYIO KOJIJJOBCKOE 3€JIb€ KUAKOCTb U3 XPYCTalb-
HBIX (PYKEPOB, CIVIETHUYAIU O JaMaXx.

% %k %k

Ha nonosrHe npeTeHaeHToK Toke He criaym. KTo-10 rpesu o
KOPOHE, KTO-TO CKy4aJl 10 JOMY, KTO-TO PafioBaJICsI BO3MOXKHO-
CTH XOTs1 Obl OIHMM IVIA3KOM B3IVISIHYTb Ha JIBOpEI.

K Ecdumun toxe e mien coH. [IpuibHyB 100M K CTEKJTy, OHa
CMOTpeJIa Ha TOHYIIUM B TEMHOTE NIapK, BXOJ, B KOTOPBIM OCBE-
I1aJIM MUTABILINE HA JIETKOM BETEPKE — (paKeJbl.

Ha kppliike cekperepa jexano Hayatoe nucbMo. Edpumus ne
MOIJIa IPOABUHYTHCS JaJIblle NEPBOM CTPOUKU. «[loporas AH-
Ha...» Kak 06bsicHuTh cectpe, nouemy Edpumus Tak nocrynuna?
YTo MOXKHO HaIMcaTh, a O YeM Jiyuine ymondars? W Kak ObITh
¢ Jlenapom I'op3enom? Jlaxe B OTCBETE (DAKEIOB BUIEICH E€TO
cunyaT. Kazanoce, npoTsHu pyKy — M KOCHEIIbCA Iuieya. A ele
JydIlie 1en, 9ToObl OMHUM JABWKeHueM... Ho neBymika ciwmi-
KOM XOPOILIO IIOHMMAJI4, YTO HE CMOXKET, HE C/ENAET.



3adem OH 37ech? 3ayemM OHa MOAHSIIA TOJIOBY, YBUJIENA €ro?
['opazno mpore 60poThCsi ¢ AOCTPAKTHBIM MEPBHIM MUHUACTPOM.
Arsenika BiekKyok TOJBKO cracOO CKaXeT 3a OTPaBJICHHBIM
yaii. MoXHO BeJlb U He yOUBAaTh, BCETO JIMIIIb COPBATh KaKoe-HU-
Oyab BakHOe 3acenanue. .. Mmm taku 1o cmeptu?

Edumus crucHyna BUCKH 1 00epHYIach K cekperepy. HyxHo
3aKOHYMTH MUCHMO. AHHA Tpe3uia IBOPLIOM U HE MPOCTUT, €CIIN
cecTpa XOTs Obl HE OMUIIET CBOM MOKoU. Epumust ycMexHynach.
O, 70 nensiii gBOpelt Bo ABopiie! Tonbko BaHHAsi KOMHATa pas-
MEPOM C UX cnajbHI. [IoMrMMO Hee umenachk CKpoMHas rapae-
poOHasi 6e3 OKOH, CrajbHs ¥ TocTHHAsA. Besne mrenk, 6naropon-
HbIE MIOPO/Ibl AECPEBA.

JleBymika oOMakHyJsa Mepo B YepHUIIA U, 33 JyMaBIIUCh, T0-
cTaBWIa Ha Oymare XUpHYIO KJsikcy. Hy BoT, mpuaercs nepenm-
cbiBaTh! XOTS O YeM TPEBOKUTHCS, O JIBYyX CJIOBax?

— Bce, xBatut! — CKOMKaB ucrop4yeHHbI JucT, Epumus ot-
MpaBujia €ro B KOp3uHy. — CaMo MPOBUAECHUE MbITAETCS MTOMe-
miaTh Tede C/IeIaTh MIyNnocTh. 3a0blia, 9To BCe MMChMa IIPOCMAT-
puBaiot? Minu, nymaelis, agpecom He 3auHTepecylorcs? JJoBob-
HO ¢ TeOs1 MpUABOPHOTO Mara!

JleByllike He AaBal MOKOsI MPOKATUBIIUIICS IO KPbLTY MPETEH-
JeHTOK ciyX. Ot Hero cocano nop joxedkou. [Iposepka! A 'y
Hee HariepcTsiHKa. .. Kak ee oObsicHuTh? CoBpath, OyATO CTpa-
Jaet cepaeyHbiM Hegyrom? Het, 3T0 BepHBIi cIOCOO OUyTUTHCS
1O Ty CTOPOHY TBOPIIOBBIX BOPOT. X, 3HATH Obl, CIOCOOHBI JIN
Marv MpOHUKAaTh B MbIC/H ..



Ho ecnu Obl mpoOsieMBl OrpaHUYMBAJIMCH BOMIIEOCTBOM —
Edumus ensa He ono3opuiiach, KOrja ciykaHka FrOTOBUJIA €€ KO
CHy. JleByIlIKa OHSATHS HE IMEJa, YTO CIIYTH OOpaIaIvch C apu-
CTOKpaTKaMH Kak C KyKJIaMH, HE TI03BOJISUIA CaMOM HAJeTh HOY-
HyI0 pyoOarky. Cectpbl BpOK MPUBBIKJIA MBITHCSI ¥ IITHY POBATHCS
CaMOCTOSITEJIBHO, M OTKa3 Edumun BeI3Bas1 y TOPHUYHOM HEJO-
ymeHue. Tol ynanoch cricarb Bce Ha YCTaJI0CTh U TO3BOJIUTh Ce-
051 pa3feThb, MHauUe Obl MPUCITYTa aKTUBHO CyJaumiia O CTPAaHHOU
nperenaenTke. Criacu6o, Epumus ycniena cnpsarats OyThUIOUKY
noz1 oymky. HykHO mouckars Oojee HaJeKHbI TAWHUK.

VO6enuBIIHCh, UYTO €e CeKpeT 1ie1, IeBYIKa BEpPHYJIach K OK-
Hy, yCTaBWJach Ha TeMHbIM napk. OHa U He 3aMeTwuiia, Kak Ha
3aroTeBIIEM OT JIbIXaHUsI CTEKJIe BOHUKJIM JIBE YIPSIMble OYKBbI
— «JII'».

Cepple m1a3a, OpocaBiiasi BEI30B YCTOSIM TPHUYECKA, YMEHHUE
Cpa3y yXBaTUTb CYTh BEILIEH, KaK B CIy4ae C MApPKU30U.

Edumus B cepaiax crepia MHULIMAIBI IEPBOrO MUHUCTpA U,
MIOTYIIHB CBevy, 3a0pajach B MOCTEb.

CaATbIE YTOOHUKH, 3a4EM OHA IyMaeT O HEM KaK O MyX4Y1He?
bBe3 pasHuibl, KpacuB OH WM ypOIUIUB, HU30K €ro rojioc Wiu
BBICOK, JIeHap — Bpar. CJI0BHO MIlIa MOJAEPKKH, AEBYIIKA CTUC-
HyJIa B naybliax OyThUIOUKY ¢ sinom. He momorso, rpad ymopso
He JKeJiaJl MpeBpaniaThesi B O€3MKHUi 00pas.

— NnrepecHo, — Eprimus nepekatuiiach Ha CIIUHY, — CKOJIBKO
y Hero xkeHiuH? HaBepHoe, MHOro. OH CTOSUI TaM, HaBEpXY, Ta-
KOM yBEpEHHBIU, HEOTPa3UMbIN. IIpUBBIK, YTO BCE €r0 CIyIIaoT-



cs1, CMOTPAT Ha Hero ¢ odoxaHueM. Huyero, — HeU3BECTHO KOMY
noo0ernana JieByIika, — s COObIO C HEro Crech!

Boobpaskenue x1uBo HaprcoBasio KapTuny: Eprmus B Toi xe
HOYHOM pyOallike JIe)KUT Ha OrPOMHOI KpPOBaTH U, MOATIEPEB I11e-
Ky JIaJIOHBI0, cMOTpuUT Ha JleHnapa. [TonyoOHakeHHbIH, OH pa3me-
TaJCsl HA NMPOCThIHAX. [10T cTekaeT Mo TsAkeao B3AbIMAIOLIEHCS
rpyau. Edpumus yneioaercs, moOyeTcst ero riagkon Koxed, pe-
Jbe(pHBIMU MbIIILAMU. JleByllIKa HAXMYypHUJIach U PbIBKOM cCeJja
Ha KpoBartu. JIBopell 1ypHO BT HA Hee, pexae Epumus 3a
co0ol MONOOHBIX (haHTa3UI He 3amMevaa.

— Yro0 ke 310 Takoe! — [leBynika B cepauax ynapuia pyKou
o onesuty. — Bezne npokuisteiit Jlenap! Eciu on HauneT cobmnasz-
HATb MEHsI BO CHaX, BUAAT cBATbIe U Co31aTesb, S IPUIYILy ero
Ha Oaiy!

Edumus napy pa3 Broxsysa v BeiioxHyna. Ornycruno. Oxa
NIEPEBOJIHOBAJIACh, HE PACCUMTBIBAJIA CPa3y K€ BCTPETUTDH IEP-
BOI'O MUHHUCTPA, TOJIbKO M BCEro. A IOCTeb, MyXK4YMHA... Tak
Benb Epumuto cobupanuck BbIIaTh 3aMyX, BOT B TOJIOBE U CMe-
1AJIOCh.

— NHrepecHo, kakoB umrieparop? — JIeByIika cHOBa yieriach
Ha criuHy. — Tako# *ke, Kak Ha accurHarmsix? ['oBopAT, oH ObLT
NIOMOJIBJIEH, HO NpHHLEcca MapraHHa CKOHYaIach OT YaXOTKH.
HaepHoe, nmmnepatop o4yeHb ee JIIoOWUJI, pa3 KEHUTCS TOJIBKO
CIyCTs ceMb JieT. [lake MaTylIKa Mo OTIy CTOJIbKO Tpayp HE HO-
cua.

Ilepsas nmomonBka Bapnena cocrosuiach BCKOpe NOCiE TOro,



Kak B Prose nmoracuim nocieanue ouaru Boccranus. [IpuHnec-
ca MapuaHHa TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO BOIILIA B OpauHbIid BO3PACT, HO UM-
nepaTpyLEer He cTala, CKOHYaaach B ToM ke rony. lenTamuce,
OyATO pOAHBIE CKPHIBAIU €€ HEIyr, HaJlesIUCh YCIIETh MOPO/-
HUTbCS C MOTYIIECTBEHHBIMU COCEJISIMH.

— I'naBHOe, He ynmacTb B OOMOPOK: KOPCETHI IPU ABOPE IIHY-
py1oT Tyro. C ocTajbHBIM CHPAaBIIOCh. PeBepaHCc y MEHs TPaKTH-
YeCKU UjiealibHbli, TaHIlylo Herioxo. Crnacuoo rpapune Mamxk-
OeTeH, OHa He TMOCKYMWIach Ha yuuteneil. HaBepHoe, moromy,
yro Co3zgaresp He nocnan el goyepen. I'padpuna He pa3 noBToO-
psila, Kak xotena Obl pOAUTH I€BOYKY, HO YBbl, OHA U ChIHA-TO
BBIHOCHUJIA C TPY/IOM.

XM, Epumus, kaxercs, npuaymMana, Kyga CrpsTaTh Harep-
cTsHKY. BOH Ta gekopaTuBHas Ba3a OTJIMYHO MOJOUJET. [leByiil-
Ka elle BeyepoM yOeauiiach: CIy:KaHKM He yTpyxaanu ceds,
MIPOXOAWIIMCh METEJIKOM TOJIbKO CHAPYkKH, a BHYTPU CKOMWJIOCh
JocTaTovHo TelIM. Ha mepBoe Bpems coijier, a notom Edpumus
YTO-HUOY/Ib TIPUTyMAaeT.



I'nasa 7

[ocTrHas moMHUIACK APOMATOM KEHCKUX TyXoB. Ere Obl, B
Hell coOpasich Bce ABAIIATh AEBATh COUCKATELHUIL PYKH VM-
neparopa! OOMaxuBasich BeepaMH, OHH CETOBAJIA Ha CIIyT, HE
’KeJIaBIIUX OTBOPHUTH OKHO.

—IIpoctynumcst Mbl, Kak ke ! — CKopuuia rpuMacy ofiHa U3 Jie-
BYIIIEK 37I00HO 3bIPKHYB Ha JIMBPEWHOTO Jlakesi B 1Bepsix. — Cka-
3aJ1 OBl TIPSAMO: OOSITCS, UTO COEKUM.

— Kak nymaere, — oOparuiach K Heil MUHHUATIOpHAS IIaTEHKa
C MATHAMU CMYIIEHUs Ha IIEKaX, — CPeUd Hac AEUCTBUTEIHHO
BepMa?

— Bpsin mu! — yemexHynach OJOHOMHKA M 0OpaTUiIach K CH-
nesuierd HarpotuB Epumum: — Ecin 6ecoB Mar He 0OBsABUTCSA
yepes nosivaca, s BHIOPOIIyCh B OKHO. A BbI?

HeBuiia Bpok ynbpiOHyIach:

— INoxanyii. Ho 51 6b1 Ha Bamem mecte roBopruia Tuire. Hac
CJTUIIIKOM MHOTO, & MECTO HEBECTBI — BCETO OJIHO.

— [Nonaraete, camoyOmiicTBO TIpeBpaTUTCs B youicTso? — Cy-
JI51 TIO JIYKaBO CBEPKHYBIIIUM I71a3aM, cOOeCceHHUIIa OLIEHUIA ee
Iy TKY.

— 41 b1 He cTasta pUCKOBaTh. YBEpEHa, BCe JEBYILIKU UEaTbHO
BOCITUTAHHI. . .

— ...HO XOpoIliee BOCITUTaHNe MIHOBEHHO UCTIApsieTcsl, Koria
JeJI0 KacaeTcsi MyKUMHbI, — 3aKOHYMJIA 32 Hee OnoHanHKa. — Of-



HAKO IIIyTKY [IyTKaMHU, a 3TO HACTOsIIasH qyIieryoka!

Edumusa cornacHo kuBHyna. l'octuHas nmogxogwnia Ijis Ka-
MEPHBIX YaeUTUI Ha MATh-1ECTh YeIoBeK. OCTaBagoch TOIBKO
rajiaTh, IOYEMY YYaCTHHUI] OTOOpa cOOpa 3/eCh, a HE B TOM ke
3ane ogamicok. [1o3a0bIB 00 THKETE, IEBYIIIKH YCEJHCh BILIOT-
HYIO IPYT K JIPYTY, OIHAKO MECTa BCE PAaBHO HE XBaTaJI0, MHOTUM
MPUXOIUIOCH CTOSITh. EpuMuu nopesno. OHa mpuiinia B EPBHIX
pPA/ax U B KauecTBe Mpu3a NoTy4yunsia Kpecso.

— Moxer, 3T0 To)e UCIbITaHUe? — MPOJOIKIIA CIIOBOOXOT-
nvBast OJIOHIWHKA. — MBI Kaimyemcs, OypurM, a depes3 JILIPKY B
KOBpE 3a HaMU MPUCTAILHO HAOTIONAIOT.

Cupesiue psagom Eumust u crecHUTENbHAS IIATEHKA APy K-
HO OOEpHYJIHCH K IIMAJEePe CO CIIEHOW U3 PHIIAPCKOrO pOMaHa.
[Tokazasioch, WM 1aMa Ha HeM MOpruyJa’?

— Dmuzaber ComepcOu, — npeacTaBUIach OJOHAWHKA U TIO-
MYyKCKM poTsiHyJa E¢pumun pyky. — EnuHcTBeHHas nous rpada
Skrta. COpBUroIOBa, HErOIHAS HACJIETHULIA U MIPOYEE.

Omna paccMesiach U 3aIOpHO TIOAMUTHYJIA IEBYIITKAM.

CopauroyioBa? A 1o BUAY W He CKaXelllb — ToyOol MIeJK,
9yTb TPOHYThIE PO30OBOM MOMA/I0N I'yObl, POMAaHTUYHbIE JIOKOHBI.
Ho crowmio Dnu3ader OTKphITh pOT, KAK UCTUHHAS HAaTypa Opaa
cBoe. Epumus cpa3y npoHMkJach K Her cumnarved. OHa gora-
JbIBAJIACh, YTO DM3adeT yyacTByeT B 0TOOpe He M0 COOCTBEH-
Hou Bosie. HaBepHsika HacTosu oren.

— Mupabenb ApHo, — B CBOIO 0Uepe/ib MpeICTABIIIaCh IaTeH-
Ka U, TIOKPACHEB elre OoJbIle, XOTs, Ka3aJloch, Ky/a yxke, 1o0a-



BUJIA: — Y MEHs TUTYJIOB HET, MOM OTell — IPOCTOM JIOP.

— CKoJIBKO € BaM, MWJIOE CO3JaHue?

Dnu3aler 3arnogo3puiia, YTo CTECHEHUE JEBYIIKU MPOIUKTO-
BaHO HE TOJILKO BOJTHEHUEM U BOCIIMTAHUEM.

— llecTHamuarhk, — 4yTh CJBIIIHO MPU3HAIach Mu-padens.

HwxHuit nopor JormycTuMoro Bo3pacra. Buaumo, orer; oueHs
CHJTBHO XOTeJI BUJIETh J0Ub nMIiepatpurieii. Ho Bena ceds Mupa-
6eJ1b ¥ BOBCE HA YEThIPHA/ILIATD, Ta k€ AHHA He CTYyIlIeBaJIach Obl.
Edumus Ha MUHYTKY Mpe/ICTaBUIa CECTPY HA MECTE HOBOM 3Ha-
KOMOW. AHHa HaBepHsIKa Obl BeJiesIa C/Ie/IaTh JJOKOHBI-TIPYKUHKH
Y HayecaTthb BOJIOCHI Ha 3aThUIKE, YTOObI Ka3aTbcsl B3pociee. OHa
MOJICMOTpeIa MPUYECKy Ha OJIHOM U3 PUEeMOB Jiein MamkoeTeHn
¥ C TeX MOP KOMMPOBAJIA JIsl KAKI0ro Oana, Kyaa ux Mpuriamia-
. U yx TouHo Obl AHHA HE KpacHesa, HaoO0OopoT, 0e3 YMOJIKY
OoJiTaNa ¥ epe3HakoMmIach co BceMu conepHuuiamu. Hy u pas
CTO MOBTOPHJIA, KTO CTaHET UMIIePaTPULICH.

KuBHYB COOCTBEHHBIM MBICIISIM, Diau3a0eT 03By4Msa coO-
CTBEHHBIM BO3PACT:

— MHue BocemHa11aTh. A Bbl? — oOpartuiack oHa K E¢pumun. —
Kak Bac 30ByT, oTKyna Bbl? Ilpusercs pa3BiekaTbcsi CBETCKOM
Oeceol, pa3 mar 3agepkuBaercs. He y30pbl KoBpa ke paccMart-
puBars!

JleByIIka Ha KPaTKWi MUT 3aMsUIach, HO TYT Xe YJIbIOHYJIACh,
nporoHsisi Tpesory. Banop, Bpoku He 3Hanmuck ¢ Comepcou, yx
TOYHO HE HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI M3y4aTh WX pomaocioBHyl0. Korma
Dnu3ader BoIIa B OpauHbIi BO3PACT, Tejia 000MX OpaTheB JaBHO



UCTJIEJIM B MOTWJIE, MOBOJIOB /JIsl MPUCTAILHOIO UHTEpEca HeT,
OI1acaThCs HEYEro.

— E¢dpumusa Peppup. boroch, — B3JOXHY/Ia OHA, — HA BallleM
(pone 51 crapas geBa. MHe LienbIX ABaguarh Jer!

— O, 310 BOBCE HE HeIOCTaTOK | — 3aBepuiia Du3adeT u Mpu-
JVPYUBO OCMOTpEJa COOECETHHUITY.

Ha mur nokazanock: y3Hana! Ceppie NoAnpbIrHyJio K ropiy,
Ha ILEKax eABa He paclBesM IMpelaTebCKUe MATHA, TAKUE Ke,
Kak y Mupa6enb. Ho Hacieqaumiry rpaca BoJTHOBaIa BHEIITHOCTb,
a He TIPOUCXOXKICHHE.

— C TakuMHU I71a3aMH Y Bac HaBEpHSKA OTOOS OT )KEHUXOB HET.
[IpaBunbHO, He Toponutech. bpak — neno cepbe3Hoe. Bor Tak
NoTepsielllb TOJIOBY, MOBEPHIIb CIAJKUM pedaM, BIIOOUIILCS B
JIMHUIO TTOA00PO/KA, a OH yke 0000paj 10 HUTKU U Pa3BIeKaeT-
sl B CYIPYKECKOM MOCTENH C JTIOOOBHUIIEH.

Edumus orsena rmaza. HeponbHO Dnu3aber nomnania B TOUKY,
C OIHOM JIMIIb Pa3HULIEN — OHU C TEM MYKUMHOW HUKOIZA He
MIPUHAJIEKATIA IPYT APYTY.

[Manbupl nenko cxanu Beep. Ilepen rinazamMu Ha MrHOBeHME
BO3ZHUK WIaTEH Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe 3aja OAaJucoK. MOprHys,
Edumus nporxana BujieHue U COCPeJOTOYMIIACH Ha IPYTOM: 3a-
IUIAKaHHOM, OCYHYBILIeMcs Jiuie Marepu. [Tomorio.

— O, noxosxe, KTO-TO ycIies yKpacTb Bailie cepaue! — nuzader
OKa3asach NPOHMUIIATEILHOM.

— Jeno mporiioe. — JleByIika mocraBuia ;kUpHYIO TOUKY B 00-
CYKJEHUU CBOEH JIMYHOU KW3HU. — HO BB MpaBkl, 51 HE TOPOII-



JIOCH CBSI3BIBATh ceOsl y3amMu Opaka, XOTsI TPEeTeHJEHTHI ObUIH.

Edumus nopagoBaiack, 4To coOeceIHUIA He CTajla paccipa-
IIMBaTh O POAMTEIISAX. XOTsI ¥ TaK MOHSATHO, €CJIM He XBACTAIOTCS
TUTYJIaMH, TO UX HET.

— OX, HeyXeJM K BaM CBaTaJIMCh, a Bbl OTKA3aJIU? — OCMEJIN-
JIach CIIpocuTh poOkast Mupabeb.

Omna cmotpesna Ha E¢pumuio ¢ TakuM BOCXHUITIEHUEM, YTO CTa-
7o cMmerHo. [Togymaenib, cMenblil TOCTYMOK — HE COTIACUThHCS
cTaTh Ybel-To xeHoi! OcraBaioch HAAEATHCS, UTO U AHHE XBa-
TUT OyXy OTKa3arh JIstoucy bapy, eciv TOT B3nyMaer nepeksio-
YUTHCS HA MJIAJIIYIO cecTpy. MOXKeT, OHM JOYepH Ipeaaresis,
OecnpuIaHHUIIbI, HO HE MOTEPSUTH 1yBCTBA COOCTBEHHOTO JOCTO-
uHcTBa. Eciu 6b1 JIblonc XOTen JKeHUThCsl Ha AHHe, cpasy Obl ee
n ooxaxuBai. Tam yx neno cectpsl, Epumvust Ob1 He BMermBa-
J1aCh.

— la, 1 HE eUHOK/IBL.

— 51 Toxe, — mpusHanace dmuzader. — OTOOpP cnac oT ouepe-
HOTO HaBs3uMBOro keHuxa. Kak BcriomHio o JKake, B31mporHy.
Bpp!

Omna nepesiepHya riedyamu.

— A s 6b1 He cMorTIa, — B3[I0XHY/1a Mupabens. — Eciiu b1 oTenn
cKazaJ, Noluia.

[To psimam KaHOUIATOK MpoOekaia BOJTHA OXUBJICHUs, 3a-
CTaBUB TPOMILY JIPYKHO BBITSHYTH 1ien. Heyxenu HaunmHaetcs?
CrosBinvie Omxke K IBEpSIM KaHAWAATKY 3aIENTAINUCh, IPYKHO
nonpasyisis npuiecku. [loBunysick BceoOieMy mnopsiBy, Edu-



MUsI TOXE MOTSHYIACh K BOJIOCAM, HO BOBPEMsI OT/AEPHYJIA PY-
Ky. DTO He MPHUBBIYHAS KOCA, BPSA JU OHA Oe3 MOCTOPOHHEN
TIOMOIIIA CMOKET 3aHOBO COOPYIUTHh KOHCTPYKIIMIO U3 JIOKOHOB
Y IIMWAJIeK, YBEHYaHHYI0 MaJiol quageMoi. X monaranock HO-
CHUTb BCEM yUaCTHHUIIaM O0TOOpa. A elle sipKue JIeHThI Yepes Iie-
4o pas3HbIX 11BeToB. Epumun gocranack 3enenas. OHa gorajapi-
BaJIach: JICHTHI IPUAYMAJIH )i ynoOCTBa umreparopa. Tak oH
MOT JIETKO pa3iinyarh AEBYIIEK, HEe YTPYKAasCh 3allOMUHAHUEM
VMEH.

Cryru mouTuTeIbHO PACaxXHY/IU JBEPU, BITyCTUB B TOCTUHYIO
HU3EHBKOro TyxJioro Myxuuny. Epumus He caepxkana B3goxa
pa304YapoBaHMs: OHA MPEJICTABIISIIA Mara IpyriumM, BBICOKUM, CY-
xonapbiM. OpieBajicsi MyKUMHa TOXE KaK CMasJUBBIN (paBOpUT
KaKOW-HUOY/Ib TIPUHIIECCHI, TAKasl palicKas MTHYKA, OThEBIIA-
SICSl HA UMITEPCKUX Xapuax. 3a MaroM TEeHbIO CIIEI0BATM JIBOE:
SMMaHy3J1b ¥ HE3HAKOMBIN MYy>KUMHA C OJIOKHOTOM B pyKax, Ha-
BEPHOE, CeKpeTapb.

— HoGporo yTpa, nambl! — o3mopoBascs BomeOHuK. — [1o3-
BOJIbTE TIpeacTaBuThes: Ko BapHyc, mpuaBopHsbIil Mar ero Be-
mryectBa. C HAIIMM JTI00€3HBIM MaKOPIIOMOM BBl YK€ 3HAKOMBI.
[ToMrMMO HEro Ham MOMOTaeT TOCHOAUH DPHECT XOMOC, CEKpE-
Tapb BAOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPULIBL.

Kion BeIOpast He Jiyuliiee oOpalieHue, 0 4eM eMy He MpeMU-
HYJIM HATIOMHUTb HECKOJIBKO OCTPBIX B3IJIsSIIOB. Mar cMaxHyI ux,
CJIOBHO KPOIIIKH CO CTOJIa, ¥ OOBSICHU JaIbHEHIITNE ICHCTBUS:

— I crany no odepenu BbI3BIBATh BAC B COCEIHIOID KOMHATY.



['ocnogun Xomoc, — cekpeTapb MOKJIOHUJICS, — BCE TIIATEIBHO
3aIIPOTOKOJIMPYET, a TOCHOAMH [lu/ibe TPOBOAUT YCHIEIIHO MPO-
HIEAIMX MPOBEPKY AEBYIIEK B MapK, K €e UMIIEPaTOPCKOMY Be-
muectBy. OHa U3bsBUIIA KEJIAHUE HA IEHb IPUHATH BaC B LITAT
CBOMX (ppeiivH.

Bor u nepBoe ucneiTaHue.

Edumus ObicTpo cocTaBuia IUIaH JAEUCTBUI: HE CIIOPUTH,
Y/IBIOAThCS, IPeLyPEANTENbHO UCTIONHATD nopyueHus. He tak
YK CJI0KHO JJIs1 TOM, KOTOpasi TepIiesia HACMEIIKU JePEBEHCKUX
MaJIbUHIIIEK B MEPBBIE TOIbl CChUIKU.

— Bonpocsl, GapeiiiHu?

Kion oOBe B3II11/10M COOpABIIMXCS U, YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUB-
HYB, B COIPOBOK/IEHUU CEKPETApsl YAAIWICSA B COCEAHIO KOM-
Haty. UTo TaMm, pasmisigeTs He yOajaoch: IBEph OBICTPO 3aKpHbI-
. Bosne Hee crpaxem 3amep DMmanyab. HanpacHo mo6o-
IIBITHBIE TIPOCUJIA ITPUOTKPBITh TalHY, MAaXKOPAOM YIIPSMO MOJI-
yaj1. JloKAaBIINCh, TOKA TPETEHJEHTKN YCTIOKOATCS, OH U3BJIEK
U3 BHYTPEHHEro KapMaHa CIIMCOK M HayaJl BbI3bIBATh MO OJIHOM
JeByIIKe B ajihaBUTHOM Mopsiike. Myapo: Bce paBHbI, HUKaKUX
obu. Mupabenb ornpasuiiach nepsoi, Epumus okazanace no-
cienHer. Yem MeHblile KaHIUIATOK OCTaBaJIOCh B TOCTUHOM, TEM
6onbliie oHa HepBHMYATa. Korma n Dnm3ader cKpbliach 3a JiBe-
pblo, B ropJie U BOBCe pe3ko nepecoxyio. Yto ram? Kak Bce npo-
ucxoaut? OOpaTHO HUKTO HE BO3BPAILAICS, 3HAYUT, KOMHATA
IPOXOJHA.

WM BOT OHa ocTanack ogHa. ..



Edumus B BostHeHNH cMsiia 100Ky. B rooBy sie3nmm MpadyHbie
MBICTTH. BApyr ropHUYHBIE Taky 3arjIsHYJIM B Ba3y U HAIUIM OY-
TBUIOYKY ¢ HanepcTsiHkoi? Torga HUKaKow MpOBEPKH HET, JeBY-
IIEeK Cpasy MPOBOJWIIM B MapK, a BOT Epumuio goxuaancs KoH-
Boil. OUeHb yIOoOHO — IPUKa3aTh HA3BaTh ee (PAMUIIUIO MTOCTIe/I-
Held, 9ToObI 0e3 IITyMa apecTOBaTh.

Hy BOT, OHa yke HamaThIBaeT JIOKOH Ha majeil. Eciu nasnbiie
TaK MOWJET, HAYHET KycaTb HOI'TU. HyXHO CpOYHO OTBj€YbCH,
riepecTaTh CTOJb SIBHO HEPBHUYATD.

Hakonen npo3Byyaino:

— Jlenn Epumus ®eppup.

JleBy1ika MOAHSANACH U HAPOYUTO CHIOKOWHO HAIpaBUJIACh K
MOYTUTENILHO PACHaXHYTOM JBEPU. 3a HEW OKa3asicsl He MopTal
B TIPEUCTIOHIO, ake He Marmdeckasi 1adopaTtopusi, a CaMblid
OOBIYHBIN KaOWHET. MUPHO TUKAJIN Yachl, KOKETHUYAJIH MACTYIII-
Ka 1 MacTyX Ha KAMUHHOM MOJIKE, CAEP:KaHHO YJIbIOATUCH CO CTeH
JaMbl ¥ KaBaJIephl B CTAPUHHBIX Hapsinax. Hukakux conpgar, pas-
THEBAaHHOTO MIMITEPATOPA U MBITOYHBIX TUCKOB. Epumuist okuHy-
J1a OBICTPBIM B3IJISIIOM CTOJI M ¢ OOJierYeHrueM BhIIOXHY/1a. Ecim
Obl HAMEPCTSIHKY HAIIUTH, TO BBICTABWJIM Obl Ha BceoOlee 000-
3peHre KaK TJIaBHBIM MMyHKT OOBUHEHMUSI.

Knon BapHyc paccrnabieHHO yCTpOWIIcs: B Kpeclie B JIEBOU va-
cty KoMHatbl. CripaBa, Ha HEOOJIBIIOM MOJUYME, 32KaTOM MEeX-
1y TIOJIKaMU C KHUTaMH, YTO-TO YCepPIHO MHCaI TOCIOAUH XO-
moc. [Tpu nosienenun Epumun oH Ha KpaTKUP MUT TIOIHSLT TO-
JIOBY ¥ CHOBA YIITyOMIIcsl B paloTy.



— IlpucaxuBaiitech, noxanyicra!

Kion ykasan neByike Ha cBoOoiHOE Kpeciio. Ero pa3zsepHynm
TaK, 4YTOOBl CHJIEBIIMI OKa3ajcs JULOM K MPUABOPHOMY Mary.
[TpunepxuBas 100kU, EprMust ocTOpokHO OMycTUIACh HA TIPE/-
JIO)XEHHOE MECTO, MOOOPOB KeJIaHUE CIIOKUTh PYKU Ha KOJIEHSIX.

— Bcee mocrarouno npocro. — Mar He cBOAWII IIPUCTAIBHOIO
B3MJIAJ1A C €€ JMla. — BaM Hy)XHO MoJyaTh M HE JABUratbCs A0
MO€EH KOMaHIHbI.

U tonbko? Epumus Obuta 4yTouky pasovyapoBana. OHa rosna-
rajia, Kion mpokoner en najien, CTaHeT Uu3yvarhb IoJ JIyIIOU ee
KPOBb.

Edumus kuHyna:

— 4 rorosa.

Ha camom fesnie oHa 10 Apoku 00sIach TPSIIYIIEi TPOBEPKH.

Koraa Knon 3amen ey 3a crivHy, I€BYyIIIKa HAMEPTBO BLEMNU-
Jlach B MOMJIOKOTHUKHU Kpecia. Epumus naxe 3axmypuiach Ot
CTpaxa, HO MpolUIa MUHYTA, Ipyrasi, a CTpalIHbIe CJIOBA HE MPO-
3yuany. Kazamoce, BooOme Huvero He mpoucxonut. Edumvus
OCTOPOKHO CKOCHJIA I71a3a M YAUBJIEHHO HaxMypuJiack. Kion Bo-
W1 pyKaMU BO3JIE €€ roJIoBbl. Bpsiji in OH gypauunsics — 3puTe-
JIeil HET, BBIXOAMT, AEUCTBUTEIBHO KOJI10BaJI. McIyraBIiuch, 4to
Mar IpoumTaeT ee Mbicau, Epyumusa npuHsagack MbICIEHHO CUH-
TaTh: HEKOTJa OHA TO JIM CIIBIIIAJIA, TO JIM YATAIA O MOJ0OHOM
criocode cOuTh ¢ TOJIKy MeHTana. Korga Bce 3akOHUMIIOCH, Jie-
BYIIIKA ycriesia JOUTH 10 cta. Kioa BepHysics B Kpecso U Besel
CEKpeTapio OCTaBUTh BO3e (pamwimn Epuvnn «ntruky».



— Bce B nopsjke, musenu, — 3asepui oH. — [ Ipoeepka — cymas
dopmanbHocTh. He B 00Uy, HO s ellle He BCTpeyasl HA OTHOW
KeHIMHBI-Mara. A ecnu O6s1 Co3zarens BAPYT Haeaus Tpef-
CTaBUTENBHUILY €1a00r0 TMoJa AapoM, OHa Obl He mpoluia 0Toop
CTPOrOil KOMUCCHHU.

— besycnoBHo. — ['yOn onepeBenenu, Ho Edpumus cymena pas-
JIBUHYTH WX B cnaboii ynbiOke. — 1 He B obuze. bezonmacHOCTh
MMIIEpUU TIPEBBIIIIE BCETO, BbI JIUIIIb BBIMOIHSIIA CBOIO padoTy.

[Mla6nonHast ¢pasa ynana Ha OmarogatHylo mouBy. Ere
HEJJaBHO OTCTpaHeHHbIN, Ko 3acusiin, oOpaioBaHHbBIN yBake-
HUEM K CBOEMY peMeciy.

— Bynere cmesiTbesl, HO BbI TiepBasi, KTO MOHSUT CYThb MPOLIEAY-
phl, — TIOXKaJIOBaICs OH. — OCTaJIbHBIE JIeIN TTOCYUTAIIN €€ Iy Th
JIV HE JINIHBIM OCKOPOJIEHUEM.

Haxe Mupabens? Ona ckopee ymepna Obl OT CMYIIECHUS,
HE’KeJM rocMesia KOH(IMKTOBATh C MPUABOPHBIM MaroM.

— IIpuckopbHO! — O0XOTHO BKJIIOUMJIAch B Oeceny Edpumms.
VBHI, HE 10 T0OpPOTE IYIIEBHOM, a U3 KOPHICTHBIX MOOYXKICHUI
— 3apyumThcs nopaepxkkor Kinonga. — Mim cnenoaso Obl Gosblie
AQymath 00 UMIiepaTope, Hexelu o cede.

Ax, marictep BapHyc, — OKOHUYaTeIbHO BOIILIA B POJIb AEBYIII-
Ka, Jake PyKaMu BCIUIECHYNA, — BBl ObI CIIBIIIAIN HUX Pasro-
Bopbl! CrutomHoe camomoOoBanue! Takoe BrieuatieHue, OyaTo
OHHU POAUJIMCH C KOPOHOU Ha rosioBe. OX, MPOCTUTE, — YKE UC-
KpEHHE CIIOXBATWJIACh OHA, — MPEek/ie S He BCTpevyasia MaroB u
HE 3Hal0, KaK K HUM 00paIiaThCsl.



Bnpyr Knox aBopsinuH, Torga ee «mamcrep» OCKOpOUTETBHO.

— Bce B nopsiike, — 3aBepui mar. — Sl Toxke He COCTOI0 B pofI-
CTBE C UMIIEPATOPCKOMN (PaMUITUEN.

[To6ontas HemHoro ¢ Kiogom o TskkoW Jone OOBIYHOTO,
MYCTh ¥ Ha/IEJIEHHOTO ITApOM YesioBeKa MpH J1Bope, Epumus 6ma-
rONOJIYYHO NOKMHY/IAa KOMHaTy. HUKTO He criemmi ee apecToBbI-
BaTh. VICTUHHOE MTPOUCXOKICHHUE JEBYIIKHU MOKa TOXKE OCTaBa-
JIOCh TAallHOM 3a CeMblo nevaTsamMu. Briepeay xaano ucnblTaHue
UMITepaTpUlIei-MaTephio.

Wrak, otoop Havasncs. IHTepecHO, Bce IEBYIIKY JOKUBYT 10
6ana OtkpeiTsa? CeqpMoe YyBCTBO MOJCKA3bIBAJIO, UTO €€ BEJH-
4eCcTBO AJIMCHS OKAXETCs CTPOXKE BCEX CYIei, BMECTE B3SIThIX.

[MonacTh B mapk U3 OTBEIGHHOTO MPETEHICHTKAaM KPbUIa ObLIIO
JIETKO — JIOCTaTOYHO CIYCTUTBLCA MO Oo4YepenHou jecTHule. OHa
OKazaJsiach He CTOJIb IIIMPOKA, KaK BUJICHHASI B TICPBBIN JICHb, O3
CKYJIBIITYP W Ba30HOB, HO TOke MpaMopHasi. CocpeJoTOYEHHbIE
JEBYIIIKY MOKOPHO CJIEAOBAIM 32 DMMAaHYJIEM, CJIOBHO ITEHIIbI
3a YTKOM, Beyllen ux K BogoeMy. KTo-1o 3ayumBait ciioBa npu-
BETCTBUSI, KTO-TO PENETUPOBAJ MPABWILHOE BbIPAKEHUE JIMIIA.
[lapa MUHYT — ¥ IPETEHAEHTKU yKe CTOSJIM BO3JIE YBUTOM ILIIO-
oM apku. Epumus Bugena ee u3 okHa CriajibHU.

— Ee BenmuecTBO yxke Tam? — BelieB JEBYIIKaM OOOXKIaTh,
BAKHO OCBEJIOMUJICS Y CTPAKHUKOB DMMAaHYb.

— Ila, Muiopa1, — MOYTUTEIBHO OTBETUJI CTAPILLIMH 110 3BAHUIO. —
[lapy MUHYT Kak.

— KT0 ¢ Hent cerogus?



— Jlemn Amanbguna u 6apon Maproy.

Maxopaom JOBOIBHO KMBHYI M OOEPHYJICS K TTOAOTIEYHBIM.

— [paBuna oOMIeHNs ¢ ee BETMUECTBOM IMPOCTHI: JOOpOXea-
TEJILHOCTh ¥ YECTHOCTb. BaM 1moBe3ssio ¢ iexkypHoil (pperimHOu,
nenu AManbguHa TOYHO He yCTpoUT KaBep3. bapon Mapioy BHe
UTPBI, Y HETO HET CTABJICHHUI] Ha 0TOOpE.

Edumus He ommodnack, IMMaHya/1b — BakHas purypa npu
aBope. OHa He yIUBHIIACh Obl, €CJIM Obl OH MOJACTPOMII TaK, YTO-
Obl BO BpeMs1 3HAKOMCTBA C UMITIEpaTpUIIel MOjIJie Hee OKa3aInCh
HYXKHBbI€ JIIO/IU.

Ee BenMuecTBo Mepuiia 11araMu MecyaHble IOPOKKH B 1IBET-
Huke. OH MpoCTUPaJICs Ha HECKOJIBKO COT METPOB, IOpaxas BO-
oOpaxkeHre MPUYYIJIMBBIMUA KPACKaMU U 3aTEHIMBHIMEA KOMITO-
surmsivi. Cama rMIepaTpuiia Toxe OnrcTaina, CMeso coderana
JIMMOHHBIU [IBET C OIHUM M3 TEMHBIX OTTEHKOB 3€ej1eHOoro. Boto-
Cbl AJIMCHU TIOPEAEIN JO CPOKa, U OHA MHOTO JIET HOCKJIA IIIH-
HBOH. Bpicokast, moutn kak Edumus, nmneparpuiia ymeno 0a-
JIaHCMPOBAJIa HA TPaHU Tpy3HOCTH. bprmanToBast Oporb B BU-
Jie 3Be3/1bl Ha IPyau U OpWUTMAHTOBAS K€ AMaieMa B BOJIOCAX
KPaCHOPEUYMBO 0003HAYAIIM CTATYC JKEHIIUHBI.

[lo3aau uMIeparpuiibl, MPAKTUYECKH I11AT B I1ar, CTYMaId CO-
MPOBOXIAIOIIIKE: TA caMas Jiegu AMalib(puHa, XyaolaBas 1ama
cpenHuXx JeT, 1 6apoH Mapioy, poBECHUK MOKOHHOIO reHepana
Bpoka. UyTh nasnbiiie, 4ToObl HE MeIlIaTh, CEMEHUIIA CITyKaHKa,
roTOBasl B JIIOOYI0 MUHYTY MOAATh CKJIATHOE KPECIIO WM CTaKaH
JIMMOHA/1a.



— DMMaHy3J1b, ApYyr Moil! — Anncus npocusijia py BUje Ma-
JKOpAOMa U pa3JpakeHHO MaxHyJa CllyTHUKaM. — OcraBbTe Hac!

Jlenn Amanbduna u 6apoH Mapnoy MOKOPHO yIaJIvIUCh, HO
HE MOTePsAIM UMIIEPATPULLY U3 BULLY.

— Barue BesimuectBo!

BeikasbiBas CBOE NOYTEHUE, IMMAHYIb YyTh JIM HE MTOIOJIaM
COTHYJICSI ¥ 00JI00BI3aT JIAZI0Hb B JIAMKOBOH niepyaTke. Mmmepa-
TpHULIA YyTh [TOBEJIA [JIa3aMU, U OH BBIITPSAMUIICS, B3511 €€ TOJ1 Py-
Ky.

JleBylky nepernsaHynucs. MHOrue caenany BBOIbI, K KOTO-
pbIM uyTh paHee npunuia Epumus.

Bor tebe u mpocras onexpaa, yepHasi yHugopma cayr! Ha
HUX, MAapKu3 U rpadvHb, UMIIEpATpULIA B3IVISIHY/IA XOJOIHO,
MEJIBKOM, a K DMMaHyJTIO sIBHO OJIarOBOJTAIIA.

CrpanHHas mapoyka ylaimiach K MaeaqbHO pOBHOMY OOCKe-
Ty. OHM O YEM-TO COBEILAINCh, IEPUOJUIYECKH [TOCMATPUBasi Ha
yuyacTHuI orOopa. Ho BOT nmneparpuiia KuBHy/Ia, 1 DMMaHy-
3JIb BEPHYJICA K NIOIONEYHBIM. [IeBYIIIKY ITOJIarajiym, OH 4TO-TO UM
CKaKeT, HO MaOpaIoM Oe3 JIMIITHUX CJIOB OPOCHII X Ha pacTep-
3aHME MaTyIIKe NOTEHIIMAIbHOIO KEHUXA.

YuactHuibl 0TO0pa, BCe KaK OfIHA, 3aMEpJI B IOYTUTETbHOM
peBepance. ViMriepaTtpuiia He crienmmiia ux nogHuMath. OOma-
XMBasICh BeepoM, OyATO Ha YJIHIIE Iapuia HeBooOpa3umasi xa-
pa, OHa BIVIs/IbIBAJIaCh B ONylIeHHble Jinia. CII0KHO cKa3aTb,
Y/IOBJIETBOPWIIN JIU €€ OTOOpaHHbIE KOMUCCUSIMU KaHAUIaTKU. B
PABHOM CTETIEHU UMIIepaTpULia MOIJIA CYECTh UX HUKY/AA HE TOfl-



HBIMH JIUOO TOXBAIUTh. XOTS HET, TYObl TaKW pa30yapOBAHHO
aporHyyv. Kak Bcskas Marh, OHa MCKaJla ChIHY UJICATIBHYIO CY-
npyry. TakoBbIX, €CTECTBEHHO, B PUPOJE HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO.

— Hapetoch, Bbl IOHMMaeTe, — 3alliesiecTes IpaBuil, B TAaKT EMy
yAapsijIcs O J1aJJOHb CJIOKEHHBIA Beep, — I1Ie U JIJIs1 Yero Bbl Ha-
XOIUTECh, OCO3HAETE CBOM MpaBa U 00S3aHHOCTH.

Borpoc He TpeGoBasl OTBETa, U UMIIepaTpUlla MPOIOJIKIIIA,
MIPOXKUBASICh TIEpe]l YYaCTHULIAMH OTOOpa:

—ITonacTs crona — GosbInast yaada, HO Bbl JOJKHBI TPUJIOKUTD
BIBOE OOJIbIIIe YCUIIHMA, YTOOBI OCTaThCs. $1 pemmia B3MISTHY T
Ha Bac Mpek/ie ChIHA, YTOOBI HCIIPABUTh BOZMOKHbIE OITUOKH OT-
60pouHbIX KoMuccHid rpadeTB. KpacoThl WM MpoucXoxaeHust
MaJio, Bbl JIOJDKHBI JOKa3aTh, YTO TOCTOMHBI BHICOKOTO CTaTyca.
Te, KOro s couTy NEPCIEKTUBHBIMU, ITO3ABTPAKAIOT 3aBTPA C UM-
MEPATOPOM.

Anvicus Besena cily’kaHKe MPUHECTU CTYJI U C KOM(pOPTOM
ycTpowiach nocpeau 1opoxkku. [lozaau Hee, CJIOBHO cTpaxa, 3a-
Mepiu Jienn AmanbguHa 1 6apoH Maprioy.

JleByIIky mo-npexxHeMy OalaHCUPOBAIM B HEYJOOHOH To3e:
CaMOBOJIbHO BBIITPSIMUTBCSI OHU HE MOTIJIN.

— HoBOBHO! — CMMJIOCTUBWJIACH UMIIEPATPUIIA, KOTJIa HOTU
OeHsKeK HavasM JIPOKaTh OT HanpsikeHust. — Hacrosimas ienu
crocoOHa He IBUTaThCsl MUHYTaMU. Terepb MOAXOAUTeE MO OHOM
— IPUILIO BpeMs 3HAKOMUTBCH.

B papax neByliek HaMETWIIOCh 3aMeEllaTeNbCTBO. B mrore
NEPBOM BBIIUIA DJpHECTMHA Jlaccu — eIMHCTBEHHas reploru-



Hd B COHMe rpadguHb, Mapku3, O0apoHecC M OOBIYHBIX JIE/IH.
Ona HEenmpHHYXJEHHO CKJIOHWJIACh B CTOJIb HU3KOM peBepaHce,
YTO €/IBa He TOIMesIa BOJIOCAMH TMECOK. 3aTeM BBINPSMUIACH
CKPOMHO TOTYIHJIa B30P.

— IpexacraBbrech, MIJIOUKA, PACCKAKUTE, UYTO COUTETE HYXK-

HBIM, U MPOUJIUTECh OTCIoNA. .. — MiMrieparpuiia HeHaJoro 3a-
aymaiiack. — BoH 110 To# kiiyMObl. Koconarnast HeBecTka MHe He
HYXHa.

KT0 Ob1 COMHeBaJICSI, TepIIOrMHS XOIUIA TaK, YTO He pacriiec-
KaJsa Obl KYBIIIMH C BOJIOM Ha rosioBe. [ OBOpria OHa TOXe TOJBKO
TO, YTO OT Hee XOTeJ M yciblarh. OHa-JIe CYaCT/IMBA OKa3aThCs
3[IECh U HaJIeeTCsl IPUBJIEYb BHUMAHUE €TI0 BEJINYECTBA.

[Tpumep reprioruHu MOAXBaTUIN OCTabHble. OHU HarepeOon
TieJv, KaK TPe3wwii 00 UMIIepaTope, CKOJIBKO XOPOIIIETro CIIbiIa-
Ju o ero Marymke. EpuMun xoTenoch HapyIluTh CIaJOCTHBIN
XOp, HO, ClIEAysl 3aTOTOBJIEHHOMY ILJIaHY, OHA TOX€ IMPUTBOPU-
Jlach BITIOOJICHHOM coMCKaTesIbHUIIeH. [leByiika He 3a0blia Toj-
YEepKHYTh, YTO TAKOW INAHC BBITIAJAET pa3 B KU3HU, U ei, OOBIY-
HOW JIe/IU, JaXe He MPUXOIUIIOCh O HEM MeUTarh.

— Bbl 04eHb BbICOKaS.

OnATh MO BBIPAXKEHUIO JIMIIA HE MOWMEIlb, YIPEK 3TO WU
KOMILJTUMEHT.

— 4 noma B oTHA, Balle BEIMYECTBO.

OnacHasi, CKOJIb3Kasi TeMa, HO B HEKOTOPBIX CIIydasix Jiydlle
CKa3aTh MpaBAy.

— KenmuHe styuriie ObITh HUKE MYXUYHHBI, OTHAKO BbI HETLIO-



X0 OBl CMOTpenuch psiioM ¢ BapaeHoMm. Moil CHIH BBICOKHI,
OOBIYHbIE TTAPTHEPIIH MY IO TUIEYO.

Edumus yimam cBouM He noepuiia. Ee Tobko 4TO BblAEIHU-
mu! B3rsiipl 3aKJIATBIX TOAPYT MO OTOOPY MPOXKUTATM CHHHY.
Ecmu 6b1 Morii, oHu ykopotuiiu 661 EpriMuio Ha rosioBy.

Wmnepatpuiia KUBKOM TOJIOBbI OTIYCTUJIA JEBYIIIKY U 3aHSI-
nack cnenytouiei. [Toka Bece 1o xoporo. Ee Bennuectso npu-
SITHO YAMBWJIO TO, YTO HE MPUIIIOCh HUKOTO BHIOPAKOBATb.

— Hano xe, — oOpatuiiack oHa K Jiend AmManbguHe, — YMEIOT,
korga 3axoTaT! TyT MOXHO BHIOpATh MPIJIMYHYIO HEBECTKY. A
BbI KaKk cuuTaere?

dpeiiiHa YMpPKHYJIA B3MIAAOM O HANPSKEHHBIM JIMIIAM U
KUBHYJIA:

— Xopollye AeBYIIKY, Balle BEIUYECTBO.

— A BbI Kak cuuraere, 6apoH?

— Ha mecre ero BenuuectBa s Obl JKEHWICS HA BCEX Cpasy, —
nomry i1 Maproy.

— Torpa gomyctuMm BceX, MYCTh TOTOBSITCSI K MPOTOKOJIBHO-
My 3aBTpaKy. 3allOMHHUTE, IEPBOE BIleUaTIeHHE MOXHO MPOU3-
BECTH JIMIIIb €IMHOXK/Ibl, — HAITyTCTBOBAJIa KAHAUIATOK MUMIIEPA-
tpuna. — Ha Bac cranyT cMoTpers, olieHnBath. Hanerocs, — cTpo-
ro 1oOaBmiIa OHa, — TAHIIEBATh BCE yMEOT?

— Jla, Baitie BeJIMYECTBO, — APYKHO OTBETUIIU JIEBYIIKU.

AJnvcus XOIOAHO YJbIOHYIach ¥ BCKOJIb3b OOPOHMIIA:

— Komy-T0 13 Bac co BpeMeHeM NpeJCTOUT Ha3blBaTb MEHSI
«Maryukoun». Bo3MoxHO.



U Bce, ee BeMUECTBO, MOTEPSIB BCSIKUM MHTEPEC K YUACTHU-
1aM 0TOOpa, IOBEPHYJIACh K HUM CITMHOMN

Edumus ucneitana jerkoe pazoyapoBanue. OHa rOTOBUIIACH
TepHeTh B3JOPHYIO CTapyXy BeChb JI€Hb, 4 Ta OTPAHUYMIIACH OT
cwiibl yacoM. CrumikoM Jierkoe ucnbitanue! C gpyroid ctopo-
HBI, BCTpPEYa C UMIIEPATPULIEN — BCETO JIUIIb Pa3MUHKA, BIepeIn
KJau1 6aJ1 ¥ IPOYUE UCTIBITAHUS.



I'naBa 8

— 51 ceGe ero coBcem JIpyruM MpeCTaBiIsIa, — YyTh CJBILIHO
npomenTtaia MupaGens.

['pomue Helb3s1, B OrPOMHOM, CUSIIOIIEH cepeOpPOM CTOJIOBOM ¢
Ba)KHBIMU JIUBPEHHBIMU JIaKesSIMU 32 CITUHKAMM CTYJIbEB HeTlpe-
MEHHO KTO-TO YCJIBIIIUT. A €CJIM YCJIBILINAT, TO NOPaLyeTCs: Of-
HOM conepHuLel MeHble. HeyBakeHue K ero BeJIMYECTBY — Be-
COMOE OCHOBaHHME HEMEJIEHHO OTIPABUTHCS MTAKOBATh BEIIIU.

— Kakum xe?

Edumusa nokocuace Ha UMIiepaTropa, craparesibHO He 3aMe-
Yas Apyroro My k41Hy, CU/IEBILIETO 110 IPaBYIoO pyKy oT Bapnena.
[Tonyyanock... [Ja HUYero He MoNyyanoCh, MO MpaBe TOBOPSI.
Edumus octpo omymiaia ero nNpucyTcTBUe, 3JIMIach U CMyIIa-
Jlack ofHOBpeMeHHO. [loxkaityi, BIEPBBIE B )KU3HU OHA paToBaja
3a CTporoe coOmoaeHne JBOPLOBOro Tukera. Kak MoxkHO 1mos-
BOJIUTh KaKOMY-TO rpady 3aHATh IOYETHOE MECTO PSIIOM C MO-
HapxoM! C ofHOM CTOPOHBI MaTh, C Ipyrol — oH. CIIOKOMHO ecT,
0 yeM-To Oecenyer c repuornseit Jlaccu. Iloxoxke, oHM J1aBHO
3HaKoMBl. Eciin Tak, MecTo uMrieparpuibl yxe 3aHato: Epumusa
HE COMHEeBaJIach, JIeHap mpoaBUHET cBOIO npoTexe. He ynepxas-
IIACh, OHA Ma3HYyJa B3MJISIOM 110 TOYEHOMY IPOUITIO U cpazy
OTBEPHYJIACh.

— D¢du, TH TaKk BUIKY cloMaelb! — oxHyaa Mu-pabens.

HeBymika Moprayia. OHa He 3aMeTHJIa, KaKk CTUCHYJIA Majlb-



1pl. YielOHyBIIUCh, Edpumus paccmaduna mbimmisl. Ha koxe
OCTaJIMCh BMSTUHBI, B TOYHOCTHU TOBTOPSIBIIME Y30PbI CTOJIOBOTO
npudopa.

— HepBHuyato, — cmy1iieHHo ynbiOHy1ach Eprimust.

Emte Ob1, He Kax/Ibli JeHb 3aBTPaKaelllb ¢ TeM, KOro cooupa-
erbCst yOuTh!

— Tak 4ro Tam ¢ umMInepaTopoM? — MOCHelInIa OHa BEPHYTh
Oeceny B 6e3omacHoe pycino. — [Ipu3HaBaiics!

YuacTHuIbl 0TOOpA B CHITY €CTECTBEHHBIX TPUYNH Pa3OHITICh
Ha rpynnku. Edpumus okaszanace B Tpoiike ¢ Mupabdenb n Dmnu-
3a6eT. O0Oe eil HpaBUIIUCh, TTOSTOMY B OOIIIEHNH C HUMHU OHa C
JIETKOCTBIO TIEPEIIa HA «Th».

— 41 nonarana, oH crapiie. Hanetoch, — koH-uuku ymieid Mu-
pabeb MOPO30BEIH, — 3TO HE OUEHb TIIYTO?

Bmecto oTBeta cuieBias mo Apyryio pyky muzader o0om-
pAIoLIe MoxJIonaja ee 1o ievy v B3siack 3a Epumuio. Ta ensa
He MOJaBUJIaCh, KOI/a J0Yb rpada DKTa JIyKaBO 3aMeThJIA:

— Mens# TpeBoxuT Hata D du. IHTEpecHo, 0 YeM WiIn 0 KOM
OHa 3aayMaiack? ECT Kak NTUYKa, BUIKU — JIOMAET.

— OO0 umniepatope, KoHeuHo. B oTiimuue ot Bac, st BUjesna ero
TOJIBKO Ha rpaslopax. CTpaiHo a0 xytu!

Kak xopolo, 4To MOKHO Bcerja MpuKpbIThbCcs UMeHeM Bap-
nena. M Beap uncTas npasjaa, Oyayilee MpeacTaBieHue ero Be-
JIMYECTBY OT3bIBAIOCH JAPOKbIO B KOJIEHSX.

— Ox, 1 MHe Tak crpanHo! — noxxsarwia Mupadeins. — Yro,
€CJIM 1 01o30pIoch? OH NOAOUIET, 3aTOBOPUT, 4 Y MEHS CJIOBA U3



rosioBsl BeUIETAT. Kyna MHe 10 cBerckux sibBunl! 4 rmynas, oren
BCEI/Ia MOBTOPSLI, YTO U3 TOCTOMHCTB — OJIHO JIMYMKO.

— MembIrie 00 3TOM qyMmai, — mocoBeToBasia Dnmu3adeT u oT-
IpaBUja B POT OUYEPETHOM KYCOUEK TBOPOKHOW 3alEKaHKH C
SITOJJAMU.

W3 Bceit Tpouibl TOJILKO OHA Aep:Kaiach TakK, CJIOBHO 3aBTpa-
KaeT B CEMENHOM KpYry, a He IMOJ NMepeKPeCcTHbIM OrHEM IJia3
BCETO JIBOpa BO IVIaBE C UMIIEpaTpULIEH-MaTEPBIO.

— Tebe-To xopoiio, — HAKMHYJIach Ha Hee Mupadeis, — Tebe
3aMy’K HU KareJbKu He XOUeTcsl.

— He xouercs, — noarBepauia diau3ader. — 3aTo OTell CIUT U
BUANT MeHs numneparpuiiei. CaMu NoHMMaeTe, IPOUMCX0KICHNE
HAKJIA/IbIBaET HEKOTOPbIE 0053aTesIbCTRA.

Edumus, nompaunes, orBepHyaach. OHa 3Hanma. Ee o0s3a-
TEJCTBO — HE TOSABJIATHCSA B APUCTOKPATUYECKOM KPYTY.

Ckopelii ObI Bce 3aKOHYMIIOCH !

B3risin cam coOoil BHOBb OOpaTHIICS K TIEPBOMY MUHHCTDY.
Kax BbIcOKO OH Bo3Heccst! Oborren poaaio BapieHa, 3a1Bunyn
Ha BTOPOM IUIaH Tex ke repuoroB Ilapckux. Y Hero HaBepHs-
Ka TMOJTHO HeAoOpoxkenaTesieil, HUKTO He YIUBUIICS Obl, eclii Obl
rocJie BOH ToW Yamku kode JleHap 3akanuisuicst 1 OOJbilie He
BCcTa)l. Meutsl, Meutsl! Huuero ¢ nepBbIM MUHHCTPOM HE CITy-
YUTCS.

Kak e oHa 6osi1ach 1 OMHOBPEMEHHO >KeJajla ero BUJIETh!
Edumus ve cymeer yourts JleHapa. [lopa mpusHathcsi B TO-
CTBIJHOM CTabOCTH M MPHUIYMaTh APYrou ruiaH mectu. Harpu-



Mep, pa3IoObITh KOMIIPOMETHpPYIOIIHE rpada JOKYMEHTHI U T10-
JIOXKUTH HA CTOJI UMIIepaTopa. [jist 3Toro npuaeTcs nocTaparbes,
crath (haBOPUTKOHN OTOOPA.

W TyT OH mocMoTpen Ha Hee.

Edumuio 060XT1710 X0JI0I0M MPEUCHIOTHEN, CTAJIO TPYIHO JIbl-
math. ['yJIKO CIIIOTHYB, OHA CKJIOHWJIACH HAJl TAPEJIKOM, ClelaB
BUJI, OyATO yBJIeUeHa U3bICKAMU MECTHOW KyXHH. JIeHap Bce He
oTBOIMI B3MAAa. Heyxenu 4ro-1o nouyBcTBOBa?

«Yro, ecnu oH y3Haer? Ecnu yxe 3HaeT?» — MOJIOTOUKaAMU
6usock B rosioBe. Torma koHerr. Ee He IpocTo BBICTaBSAT ¢ 0TOOPA,
9TO MYCTSIK, Tpad OKOHYATENILHO Pa3pyIIUT KU3Hb MAaTEPU, TETHU,
Annbl. U camoit Epumun. Bapyr ee otrnipaBar Ha 31adgot?

HeByllKka MpakTUYECKHU 3a/IbIXajaach OoT crpaxa. [Tomor rimorok
KPEIKOro apoOMaTHOro Koge.

— Tsl mokpacHena, a motom nodneanena. — Bee ata Dnmuzader
nmogMedasia! — OH AeNCTBUTEILHO CUMIIATHYHBINA, BIOOABOK XO-
JIOCTSIK.

— Hepocrarouno cumnaTvyHbliA, €CJIM HE HOCUT KOPOHBI, — OT-
mytuiack Epumus. — HanomuHalo, 11 BceX Hac CyIIeCTBYET
BCET0 OJIMH MYXUMHA — UMIIepaTop.

Ia orBepHuUCH Thl, OTBEpHUCH! Hey:xenum repiioruHs Hepocra-
TouHO xopora? W ta 6nonaunaka B munoBom? Ha mecre Jle-
Hapa Edumus Ovl ¢ Hee 171a3 He CITycKaa.

HeByniky pazoOpasia 370CTh. XOPOIIO, HE XOUET caM, OTBEp-
Hercst oHa. M XxBaTuT ragarte, 3HaeT oH uin Het. Coyc K sy na-
ot GecriofodeH, naxe ecau JleHap HamepeH ee Ka3HUTh, Edu-



MHUSI ChECT BCE JI0 MOCJIEIHEN KaTlIu.

— OH uzet croza! — B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM IIENIOTOM coo01mmia Mu-
paoerb.

Edrmus Tonbko 4y10M He OCTaBUIIa Ha IUIAThe KUPHOE ITAT-
HO. BHyTpu oOpazoBaicsi cHexxHbIi koM. Kakoro Tpyna eit ctou-
JIO COXPaHSATh BHEIIHEE CIIOKOWCTBUE, KOT/IA CEPALE KOJTOKOIOM
yxaJio B rpyau!

Bce Onuke u 6muke. HecomHeHHO, epBblii MUHUCTP HAIIPaB-
JISICSI UMEHHO K HUM.

Kak xe He xotenock B TIoppMy! «51 He monay Tyna, He nona-
ay! — MbIcTIeHHO ropsuevHo menrtaina Epumus. — Cearon Bepa-
CH, 3alIUTH, OTBEJU PYKY IPECTYITHUKA!»

JleByllika CIMHOM OIIyTHJIA: OH 3/1eCh. Bce 3T0 BpeMsi OHa cTa-
parenbHO U300paxasna, Oynro He 3amevaeT Jlenapa. Ceituac 310
CTaJI0 HEMPWJIMYHBIM, IPHUIILIOCh OTJIOKUTH TPUOOPHI ¥ U300pa-
3UTh NPUBETJIMBBIA UHTEPEC: HE KaXIbll IEHb PSAAOM C TBOUM
CTYJIOM CTOMT NEPBbII MUHUCTP UMIIEpUn !

— HlamMbl, O3BOJIbTE 3arJIaIUTh OIUIOIIHOCTD CIIYT U BPY4UTh
BaM KapTOUKHU.

Ot Gnmuzoctu JleHapa o koxe pazOerayiuch Mypamku. Edpu-
MHU$ CNBIIIANIA €r0 POBHOE JIbIXaHUE, CIIUIIKOM CHOKOMHOE s
YeJIOBEKA C HEYMCTOM COBECThbIO. TOHKMM apomar OAEKOJIOHA
JlypPMaHOM ITPOHUKaJT B HO3pH. Ka3zanock, ele HEMHOro — M OHa
3aJI0XHETCH.

— Bam mutoxo? — I'pad oOpaTiii BHUMaHWEe Ha CTPAHHBIHA 1[BET
€e JINIA ¥ HAPSKeHHBIN, CJIOBHO MEPEKOIIEHHBIH CI1a3MOM POT.



— HymHo. — Edumus ¢ TpymoMm pacciadbmiia OKaMeHeBIIue
MBIIIIIBL. — A ellle TaK BOJHUTENBHO. S U3 MPOBUHIIUK, MUJIOP,
OyKBAJIBHO OCJIETJIeHa OJIECKOM JBOpIIa, OOKChH JIOMYCTUTh Ka-
KYyI0-HUOY/Ib OTLJIOIIHOCTb.

Jlenap Benes ciayre OTKPBITh OKHO UM 3aBEpUJI, UTO JIEBYIIIKE
Hevero OOsThCS:

— HukTo He ynpeKkHeT Bac 3a eCTeCTBEHHOE B MOJOOHBIX CITy-
yasix cmsATeHue. [1oka 51 He BU>KYy HUKaKMX OCHOBAHUU U1l CTpa-
XOB.

— Bnaronmapio, munopa. — JlomkHa ke oHa Oblia 4TO-TO OTBE-
TUTB?

Edumus ocropoxHo mokocuiach Ha rpacda u yoeaunach: oH
HUYEro He 3anofo3pwi. Pa3 Tak, MOXHO BBIIOXHYTb W MOCITY-
aTh, 3a49€M MOHAJIOOMINCh TAMHCTBEHHbIE KapTouku. Ha mo-
BEPKY OHM OKa3aJIMCh pa3IMHOBAHHBIMU JIICTaMH TUIOTHOU Oy-
Marvd ¢ MMIIEPATOPCKMM BeH3esieM. LIBeT kapTrouek MOBTOPsLI
uBeT JIeHT AeByiiek. Ecnu Edumus Bce npaBuiibHO NOHsLIA, OHU
CPOIHHU KypHAJTy YCIIEBAEMOCTH, TOJIbKO 3alIMCH B HUX 3aHOCHII
HE yuuTesb, a uMIiepatrop. Pasymeercsi, OH He CTaBUJI OTMETOK.
Eciu npeteHieHTKa HpaBUJIaCh MOHAPXY WJIM OH XOTEJI OCTABUTh
el KaKoe-To MOCcJaHue, TO IPOCKJI MPEIbsBUTh KapTOUKy. B pu-
Hajie 0TOOpa KOJIMYECTBO 3aMKCEeH MOACUYUTAIOT ¥ HAYKMCIIST J0-
MOJTHUTEJIbHBIE OUKHU.

— Taxke Kax/as U3 Bac MOJyYUT HIAHC IIPOBECTU BEUEP C €r0
BenmyectBoM. Kak Mmunumym oguH. — Kakoe cuactee, uro Jlenap
oOparascs k Dnuzader, Ha Bpemst octaBuB Edumrio B okoe. —



OuepenHOCTh BCTPEY ONpelestsercss umMieparopoM. OH MOXET
CaMOCTOSITEJTBHO BBICKA3aTh KeJIaHUE YBUJETHCS C BAMU WIIH T1e-
penarhb mpuriaiieHe yepes Cayry.

['pacda TAroTnia HaBsA3aHHas eMy poJib. M3 moiauTrKa oH rpe-
Bparwics B cBaxy. OnHako Jlenap He Mor OpocuTh Jpyra JeTcTBa
Ha pacTep3aHue MPETeHIEHTOK, M03TOMY TEPIIEIMBO pa3 3a pa-
30M OOBSICHSUT TTPaBUJIa, OTBEYA Ha BOIIPOCHL.

Crouio nepBoMy MUHUCTPY OTOWTH, Kak DiuzadeTt oOparuiia
BHUMaHMe MOAPYT Ha reprorutio Jlaceu:

— IepBas cuactuBuIa yxe onpeaenuiach. Bunure nepcreHnb
NOBepX KapTouku DpHecTuHbI? COMHEBAIOCh, UTO 3TO €€ Co0-
CTBEHHBIN.

— Bot u xoporro, — ¢ odneryenueM BhIOXHYIa Mupabens. —
He xotena Obl 51 0OKa3aThCs B MEPBHIX psigax!

— Torpa cpa3dy noeszxai gomou. Hano meutarh 0 mepcTHSIX,
IUIaTKaxX ¥ MPOYMX 3HAKAX BHUMAaHMS, & HE OTCUEThCS B YTOJIKE.
V 1ex, Koro No30BYT B MOC/EAHIO OYEPE/b, IIIAHCOB HA KOPOHY
C TYJIBKMH HOC. fICHOE J1e710, HaYaIu ¢ DPHECTUHBI, HEAAPOM €1
BBbIIAJI OEJIbIN 1BET.

— Otkyga Thl 3Haelb? — HaxMypuiach Epumus.

BbixonuT, MprCBOEHHbIE YYACTHUIIAM LIBETA HE CIy4alHbl U
9TO-TO 0OO3HAYAH.

Dnu3aler co B3J0XOM 3aKaTuia riasa.

— Dddu, 1a oHa CBOEH JIEHTON U KapTOUYKOW B TOH B OOIIen
T'OCTHHOM XBactajaack. MoJ1, caMblii OJIarOPOIHBIN IIBET U BCAKOE
Takoe. I eiie BO3MYTHIIACh, YTO BCEM KAPTOUKH BbIIAIN, a O HAC



3a0bUTH. A TBI I1e ObL1a?

— ['ynana, — npocroaymHo npusHanace Epumus.

Hy He HpaBuIics el yCTPOEHHbBII B OJHOI U3 KOMHAT CAJIOH,
Jydiie OpoauTh B OAMHOYECTBE, YEM COPEBHOBATHCS B SIJIOBUTHIX
yKOJIaxX ¢ YJIBIOKOH Ha yctax. MupaGenb Tyaa Toxe He 3ariisiibl-
Basa, ynrtaia y ceds. OHa mpuBessa mapy JIOOOBHBIX POMaHOB.
Buniumo, yuniack y repouHb UCKYCCTBY OOOJBIIEHHUS.

— Hanesnace noecrpevars ero BeanvectBo? i rpagpa Mu-
Taca? — noOpoayIHO yKonosa dnu3ader. — He kpacHel, Ha OT-
60pe ecTb He TOJIBKO TJIaBHBIN MPU3, HO U YTEITUTEIbHBIC.

— J17151 MEeH$I CYIIECTBYET TOJILKO OfIMH JKEHUX — UMIIEPAToOp, —
HEMHOI'0O pe3ue, YeM CliefioBalo, Bo3pasuia Epumus.

ANNeTuT OKOHYATEbHO IMPOMaJj, OHA JIEHUBO KOBBIPSIACH B
Tapeske. BripoueM, He Tonbko Epymuio TArotrs napaaHslii 3aB-
Tpak. TyT Hapuau cMepresibHast CKyKa U Mopa3uTeIbHash TUIIH-
Ha, HapyllaeMas JIillb peakumu menotkamu. daxe Jlenap 06-
majcs ¢ reproruteit Jlaccu Bnonronoca. SIcTpeOUHBIN B3MIISAT
MMITEpaTPHILIBI-MaTepy Oy Al 10 JINIAM COMCKATEeTbHUII, BbI-
WCKHMBasi MaJieililiie nu3bsiHbl. M3penka oHa wim ee CblH oOpariia-
JIMCh K JIEBYIIKAM C KAKUM-HUOYb BOIPOCOM.

Ho BoT HakoHel nbITKa 3akoHYMIack. Kak nonaraercs, poBHO
TOr7a, KOraa UMIIepaTtop MPOMOKHYI TyObl canderkont. pyx-
HO 3aCKpUIIENH CTYbsl. MoHapX ele pa3 XOJIOAHO BbIPA3UJI yII0-
BOJILCTBHE OT 3HAKOMCTBA C JIEBYIIKamMH U ypanuics. B cieny-
IOIIHIA Pa3, COBCEM CKOPO, UM TPEJCTOSIIO YBUIEThCSA Ha Oay
OTKpbITHA.



— HakoHen-to MOXHO BBITUTIOHYTh MAJIKy, & TO Y MEHs yxke
crrHa paz0oJienach, — moxanoBayiack Mupabeb, Korja umrepa-
TOpPCKasi CEMbsI CO CBUTOM yIaJIUIIUCh.

— A 'y MeHsI OT yJIbIOKH CBOAMT CKYJIbI, — oaxBaTuia Edpumust.

JleBylIKH IpyKHO NpbICHY/IM. [lapa KOHKYpEHTOK OCykaar-
IIe moKocuiIach Ha Hux. [Tyckail, OHM HUYero He HapyIIvIIH.

Edumnu octpo He xBatasio AHHbL. OHa Obl OTBJIEKJIa OT MbIC-
et o rpsigyiem Oane. JleByika xKyTko nepexuBaia. Bapyr oHa
Hanenaer omuoOok? HykHO ObITh MaeambHOM, YTOOBI TIOMTYYUTh
NpUrianieHne Ha paHIeBy ¢ IMIIEPaTOPOM.

Mupabenb HEYJIOBUMO HAllOMUHAA CECTPY, MOITOMY OHH
CIPYKUITUCh. DK3a0eT, B CBOIO 0Yepe/lb, MPAKTUUECKH ONTM3Hel
camort Epumum. Toit, koTopoii Obl OHa BHIPOCTIA, eCii Obl OTell
HE CBSI3AJICS C MATEKHUKAMH.

— Tbl He MPOTHUB, €C/IU MBI 3aTJIsTHEM B OMOIMOTEKY? — TIpel-
noxuna MupaOenb U, CMyTUBIINCH, MOsICHUNA: — S 06e3 KHUTU
3aCHYTb HE MOTY, 4 CBOU YK€ IMPOUYNTAIA.

— Jlyumre 61 IPOTYJISUTUCH, — TIOKaYajia TOJIOBOW Du3ader.

Edumus nofonuia K OKHY ¥ OCTOPOKHO OTOJBHMHYJIA 3aHA-
BECKY.

— [oxanyi, ceituac s conuaapHa ¢ Muppoi. § He ropio xe-
JJAHWEM XOJUTh C MOCTHOM MUHOM — €€ BEJIMYECTBO KaK pa3 OT-
npaBuiIach Ha nporyiaky. Orcunumcess B OuOIMoTeKe U nonaeM
1I0CJIE UMITEPATPUIIBL.

[TyTh K 3HAHUSIM OKA3aJICsl TEPHUCT: KOTJIA JEBYIIKU J100pa-
JIMCh 10 TIeW, OHHM pa3 AECATb MPOKJIsUM KaOmykn. MydeHust



Toro crown. Y Edumun pazdexanuch riaza OT OOWIvs KHUT.
Bor 661 AHHy cioma! Ona, kak 1 Mupadeinb, 06okana YuTaTh,
TOJIBKO BOT C JIoX0laMi BpoKoB 6oJbIlie OMHOTO TOMUKA B TOJI
He Kynuiib. [{1s umneparopa KHUTH, Oe3yCJIOBHO, HE POCKOIIIb,
OH CKyNaJl X JIECSITKAMU, €CJI HE COTHSIMU.

JleKOpHMpOBaHHBIIA O[] CTAPUHY CBOTYATHIN 371 OMOIMOTEKN
Kazascsl OeckoHeuHbIM. [1oBCIoy paccTaBuiv ynoOHbIE JUBaH-
yuku. [IpucraBHble JeceHKH oMoranu 6e3 Tpyaa JocTtarh ¢o-
JIMAHTHI ¢ BepXHUX MOJIOK. [Toka Mupabenb ¢ momoripio iu-
3a0eT BHIOMpajia pOMaHTUYECKOe yCroKonTenbHoe, Edpumust ry-
Js1a MKy psaMu 1yOoBbix mikadoB. OHa mbITaslach BCIIOM-
HUTb, Kakoil Oblia OMOMMOTEKa B MX MpexHeM jaome. B rosno-
Be BCIUIBIBAJIA TOJIBKO JIAMIIA C 3eJIeHbIM adakypom. [1o uporun
CyapObl Ha 0TOOPE €l BBHIJATN UMEHHO 3€JICHYIO JICHTY.

Kaip, B MIiepaTopckoil OMOMMOTEKe HET KHUT 00 0TOOpax,
3aTO HalJeTcsl Koe-4uto jpyroe. [leByIika BOpOBaTo OIJIsiIENach.
[Monpyru naneko, CopsT O XyJ0KeCTBEHHOU IIEHHOCTH OYepe/i-
HOH MO3MBI, IPYTUX YUTATENIed HeT, MOKHO TOmpoOoBath. bes-
YCJIOBHO, UMsI OTIIa MOIJIM BbIMaparh, HO Edumus Hanesnace,
I71e-TO OHO COXPAHUJIOCh.

— HukTo He moOuT UcTopuio! — yCMeXHyJ1ach AEBYIIKA, OThIC-
KaB HY)XHBIE CTEJUIA)KU B CAMOM JIaJlbHEM YTy OMOIMOTEKU. —
Jliony mpeAnovMTalOT HAOMBAaTh COOCTBEHHBIE MIMINKH, a HE
YUUTbCS HA YYKUX OIIMOKaX.

Edumusa npobexkanach miazamMu 1o Koperikam. Bce He To,
obmme Tpyasl. Ona o6xogmna mkad 3a mkadom, MoKa HaKo-



Hell He OCTaHOBUJIach. Tam 3a CTEKJIOM XpaHWJIUCh OJUHAKOBBIE
MPOCTEHbKME KOPUYHEBBIE TOMA. BOCIONB30BaBIIMCH MTPUCTAB-
HOW JIECTHHUILIEH, JIEBYIIIKA U3BJIEKJIa C TIOJKU XPOHUKY 3a HYX-
Hbli rof. Ianbusl ee gpoxanu. K mazam nmoacTynuiu ciessbl.
[apy pa3 mmMbIrnyB HocoM, EdprumMust oTorHasia npuspaku mnpo-
IIJIOTO ¥ YITyOuiack B uteHrne. Bot oHa, Ta camas BoiiHa. Toraa
reHepasia bpoka rmpoBo3riacuiiv repoeM, 4ToObl MIOTOM C/IeNIaTh
npeJaresieM.

Cpaxenus, NOTEPH, MOJUTUKA — U HUYETO O JIIOAX. XOTS HET,
BOT. Epumus yneiOHynach. Taku He BhIMapasiv, He XBAaTUJIO JTy-
xy. «[Tocne B3 Amap@, 3aCTaBUB BpaXKECKYIO ApMUIO KaIlUTy-
JIMPOBaTh», — MPOYMTAIIA MOCJIEHIOI CTPOUKY AeByika. [1pu-
KPBIB 11233, OHA BOCKpECHJIa B MaMsATH JULIO oTHa. Kak jxecTtoko
BpeMsi! CKOpO OHO MOJTHOCTHIO coTpeT o0pa3 DBana bpoka. OH
Be/lb HE cupen AoMa, OOJbIIYI0 YacTh Tojia MPOBOAMI B Kazap-
Max, Criopax ¢ MUHHCTPaMH WJIM Ha 1ojie OpaHu.

[orpyxeHHasi B gasiekoe npouuioe, E¢pumust He cpasy pac-
CIIBIINIAJIA YYKHUE IIary, a KOT/Ia TOHsLIa, UTO CIofia UAYT, yOupaTh
KHUTY Ha MeCTO ObLJIO MO3JHO, MPUIILIIOCh 3aCyHYTh MOBEPX APY-
T'MX Ha MEPBYIO MOMNABIIYIOCS MOJIKY.

— Boi? — Jlenap u Edumus 3aganu oquH U TOT k€ BOIPOC
MPaKTUYECKH OJTHOBPEMEHHO.

JleByika HerozioBasia Ha rpaga. XoTeaoch B3STh €ro 3a Ipyl-
KU U TIPOIIUIETh: «YOupaiicsi! XBaTUT OTPaBJIATh TO HEMHOTOE,
yTO MHE ocTtajock!» Ho Edumus e mMorna, ocraBajgoch Haje-
SThCSI IPUYUHUTD BPary Bpe[l CUJION MBICIIH.



Jlenap Haxmypuiics. OT HEro He yKpbLIach HEPBO3HOCTb Ipe-
TEH/ICHTKU, BIOOABOK CJIOKHO HE 3aMETUTh OTKPBITHI KHUKHBIN
mkad. Barsaa OpicTpo ckomb3Hyi o noskam. ['pad ena 3amer-
HO yibIOHYICs. BoT oHO! Kopeliok KHUrY npeiaTenbCcKy Topya
TOBEpX CTPOMHOro psija cooparbeB. He cBons B3msana ¢ Edu-
MHH, CJIOBHO OMacasich, YTO OHA COSKUT, JIeHap BBITAIIIIT OUH
13 TOMOB «XpOHUK Proxa». YauBneHue u nogo3peHue TOJIbKO
YCUJIAJIUCh.

— He mo0GoBHBIN poMaH. — ['pad KOHCTaTHPOBA OYEBHTHOE.

Edumns HanpspkerHO Momyana. MHTEpecHo, cMoriia Obl OHa
3a/IyIIUTh €ro TOJIbIMU pyKamu? Ymep Obl IepBblii MUHUCTP, €C-
7u Obl AeBYIIKA OOpyIIMJIa HA HEro KHUTU ¢ MoNoK? Bpsa mu.
Bce xoporio B MeuTax, B peaJIbHOCTH OH OTIEJIaeTCsl CHHSIKAMU.

— W 4T0 %€ Bac 3aMHTEpPECOBAIO?

Jlenap mponmcTan KHUTY U CYHYJI MO MBIIIIKY.

— A Bac? — cBepkHya mazamu Epumus.

3acTurayTas BpacIuiox, 00ecKypaxeHHasl, OHa C TPYJOM KOH-
TponupoBasia ceds. [leppoMy MUHHCTPY MOJarajgoch BEPIIUThH
rOCy/JapCTBEHHBIE Jlela, a He TacKarbesl Mo Oubnuorekam. Wnum
OH 3aI10J03pWJI HEJIaJHOE, CJeIUI 3a Her?

— He cimmkom-To BBl qpykeTi00HbI! — YKOPU3HEHHO 3aMETHIT
Jlenap.

OTyastHHO TIBITASICh CTIACTU CUTYAIIUIO, UCTIPABUTH COOCTBEH-
HYIO OIUIOIIHOCTb, IEBYIIKA JISNHYJIA [IEPBOE MOMNABILIEECs:

— 41 xnana npyroro, MUJIOpA.

CsiTBIe YrOAHUKH, Jy4lie Obl oHa mpomordaia! Termeps o



petrt, OyITO Y Hee ecTh JIIOOOBHHUK.

Edumns He3amMeTHO BbITEp/a BCIIOTEBIINE JIAJOHU O I0OKY.
HyXHO Kak-TO BBIKpYUMBaThCs M BIIPeIb A€PKAaTh SMOLUH B y3-
ae.

— Koro xe?

Cynst o MMpOKOU yabiOKe OOBEBIIETrOCs CIMBKAMHU KOTA,
rpac rope’ xkeJlaHUeM COKPATUTh CIUCOK MPETEHAEHTOK ellle Ha
OfHY (haMUJTHIO.

— Nmneparopa. MHe cka3zaiu, OH HarpasJisuics ciona. Buam-
MO, COJITAJIN, — COKPYILEHHO pa3Bena pykamu Epumus. — Cnyru
Takve OOMaHIIMKH, HAIIPACHO TIepeBeia ICHbIH.

Bpone ceirpaia uaeanbHO, yOeAUTENTBHO.

— W BBI HaJTlyMau Cpa3uTh €ro BeJIMUECTBO O3HAHUSIMU B UC-
Topun?

Barsn JleHapa cMsrduics, U IEByIIKAa MBICIEHHO BbIJJOXHY-
na. Ilponecio, oH He cBsizan ee ¢ Bpokamu.

— Xotena BbIeUTbCS Ha poHe Toapyr. — Edpumus nokocu-
J1ach B CTOPOHY CTeJIJTaXkel ¢ TIOOOBHBIMU POMAHAMHU.

CrpanHo, Dmuzader 1 Mupabenb 10 CHX Mop CropsT. Boixo-
auT, rpaca oHU He BuAeau. Pa3 Tak, oH monaja B OUOIMOTEKY
yepe3 noTtaiHou xon. HenpusatHoe otkpeitie! He xotemock Obl
TIOCTOSIHHO OBITh HAYEKy.

— Tak unm nHayve, Bac 1€30pUEHTH POBAIY, UMIIEpaTOp cerlvac
COBCEM B JJPyroM MecTe.

Jlenap nosepnyJicsi cniuHo K Edpumun, caenan napy maros,
NI03BOJIMB KEPTBE MEPEBECTU AyX, U HAHEC yAAp:



— U Bce ke BaM noHago0MI1aCh UMEHHO 3Ta KHUTA. BBl MOIIIH
B3SITh JIIOOYIO C HUKHEH TMOJIKK, HO 3a4eM-TO TOJIe3/IM Ha BEpX-
HIOIO.

Ha, HenapoM oH Bo3Heccs. [1epBblii MUHUCTP — OMAacHBIN ITPO-
TUBHUK.

Edumus MbICIEHHO 1ocUMTaNA A0 IECATH U TOJIBKO TOrJa OT-
BETUJIA.

— CoBeplilIeHHO BEpHO, MWJIOpA. — ['0510oc ee 3Byvall CIIOKOM-
HO, CJIOBHO Y HEBUHOBHOM. — I XOTes1a HallTH CBeJIeH!UsI O MIPUH-
recce MapuaHHe, HUKaK HE MOIJIa BCIIOMHUTb, B KAKOM IOy Ta
npuoObLIa B Prox. OHa HpaBUJIach €ro BEJIMYECTBY, BO3MOXKHO,
MIOYMTA 51 O HEeld, CMOIJIa Obl HAWTH KJTIOY K CEp/Lly UMIIEpPaTopa.

— Hanpacno! — [Toeepuit. — Ero BennuecTBy He HyKHa KOIUS
npuHIiecckl. Ho BbI coBceM cOmmm MeHs ¢ TonKy! S Beib uckai
BaC.

— Uckanu? 3auem?

Cepnue nportycTuiio yaap.

— YTO0OBI yBEIOMUTS O XKEJIAHWHU €Tr0 BeJImuecTBa. Bl TaHITyeTe
C HUM BTOPOM, MocJie repioruiu Jlaccu.

— Ilouemy? — ryno nepecnpocuiia IeByIIKa.

— Bbl emy noHpaBuucs.

Crpannas oHa. M KyTKO HEpBHUYAET, XOTsI BCAYECKH IbITA-
€TCs1 ITO CKPBITh.

— 4 pana, — xpuruio oro3Basiach Edpumusi.

B roprne Bapyr nepecoxJsio, NpUIuioch CMOYUTD €TI0 CTIOHOM.

— W BbI 1axe He CrIpOCUTE, KOMY OTIAAUTE MEPBbIA TaHel[? —



JIyKaBO NouHTepecoBajics JleHap.

—To ecTb OHU Bce 3apaHee paciucaHbl? — IpeadyBCTBYS Oejy,
HaxMypuiack Epumus.

— NmenHo. YecTb naTH C1€40M 32 UMIIEPATOPOM B Tape C Ba-
MU BBITIAJIa MHE, — I'pad HaHeC coOeceTHUIIe OUepeHON yaap. —
CoOCTBEHHO, MO3TOMY S COOOIIMII 000 BCEM BaM JIMYHO, a HE
1IOCJIaJl CIIYTY.

— Bbnaropapio, Musopa, — ¢ HaTSIHYTOM YJIBIOKOU BbIJaBUJIA U3
ce0s1 Edpumust. — 1o Gosblnast 4ecTb.

Omnpenenenno, cyapOa Haj Heil notemanack. CHavana BCTpe-
4a B 3aJie OJaJIMCOK, IOTOM 3aBTPakK M, HAKOHEll, TaHell.

— YT0-TO BBI HE pajpbl!

Boucrtuny, nHeopnunapnas ocoda! To ybBHIIa, TO TpeneTHas
nanb. ['panymmii 6an yxe He Bumesncs JleHapy TsSKKON 0Osi3aH-
HocThio. OH Haren ceOe yBIeKaTesIbHOe 3aHsTHE — HAOMoaaTh
3a E¢pumuenn @eppup. OTKyna Toiabko oHa B3suiach! bes Tuty-
JIOB, CBsI3€, HO YBepeHHasi B cebe, C XOPOIIMMU MaHEPaMHU, SIB-
HO oOpaszoBanHasi. He neBymika, a 3arajkal

— Munopn, cmyTtun mens. [Ipexae MHe He JOBOIMIOCH 00-
IaThCsl CO CTOJIb BBICOKOIMOCTABJIEHHBIMU OcoOamu. B Haineii
DJIYIIU OOBIYHBIN JIOP/ CUMTAJICS IOUYETHBIM TOCTEM.

Hebeca Bce e cMunoctuBmIMCh Hajl Epumueii, o0opBaB my-
yuTesbHBINA pasroBop. Ee nmo3pana Dnm3ader, U AeByIIIKa pagocT-
HO cOexana. JleHap mpoBoaWII ee 3aJyMUYMBbIM B3IVISIIOM U, HA
BpEMs1 BbIKMHYB U3 T'OJIOBbI CTPAHHOCTH MIPETEH/IEHTKU Ha PyKY
€ro BeJIMYECTBA, BEPHYJICS K JIeJIaM.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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