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I'nasal

Korna Mepu JlenHokc nipucianu xkuTh K As1e, B Muccelib-
Ty3UT-M3HOp, BCe TOBOPUJIM, YTO OHA CaMbIil HEMPUSATHBIN pe-
OEHOK, KaKoro UM KOTJa-r00 MPUXOIUIOCh BUIETh. DTO OblIa
npaBJa.

YV Hee ObLJIO MaJIECHBKOE XyHO€ JIUIO U MaJIEHbKOE XYJI0€ TeJO.
Bonockl y Hee OblM OeTOKYphIe, KUIKHUE, a JIMIIO, C BEUHO KHUC-
JIBIM BBIPQKEHUEM, KEJITOE, IOTOMY UTO OHA poauiack B Unaun
¥ BEYHO XBOpaAJia TO TEM, TO IPYTUM.

Orerr ee cocTOSIT HA CITy)X0€ Y aHIJIMICKOTO MPaBUTEIILCTBA,



Bcera ObIBaJI OUEHb 3aHAT U TOXKE YacTO XBOPaJ, a MaTh ee Obl-
Jla KpacaBuIla, KOTOpasi JTI0OWJIa TOJIbKO OBIBATh B TOCTSIX W Be-
CEeJIMThCS B KPYTy Becenbix oaeil. Eif BoBce He HyxkeH ObLT pe-
OEHOK, 1, Korja poauiack Mepu, oHa mopy4uiia yXoj 3a Helo Ty-
3eMHOM CITy’)KaHKe, WU a9, KOTOPOM JaJIv MOHSATh, YTO €CJIM OHA
JKeJIaeT yroouTh MeM-can0 ', To peOSHOK He JIOJKeH MoNaaThCs
ey Ha 1J1a3a.

Mepu He noMHuMIIA, YTOOBI KOrga-auodo Bujaena OlM3Ko 4YTo-
HUOY/Ib, KPOME CMYTJIOTO JIAIIA CBOEH aiid UM IPYTUX TY3EMHBIX
CJIyT; a TaK KaK BCE OHU BCerJa MOBUHOBAJIUCH €1 U MO3BOJISLIN
el enaTh BCe Mo-CBOEMY, MOTOMY YTO MeM-cand MOorja paccep-
JUThCS, eclii Obl ee 00eCrOKOUI KpUK peOeHKa, TO IIECTH JIET
oT poay Mepu Obula BeTMUYaKInel SrouCTKON ¥ TUPAHKOM.

Moronasi ryBepHaHTKa-aHTJIMYaHKA, KOTOPYIO B3SUTH, YTOOBI
Hay4YuTh MepH YuTaTh U MUCaTh, TAK HEB3JIOOWIIA €€, UTO uepe3
TP Mecslla OTKa3ajaach OT MECTa, a KOr/a sIBJISIUCh JpyTrue Ty-
BEPHAHTKH, TO OHM YXOAWUJIM Yepes ellle 0osee KOPOTKOe BpeMs,
yeMm niepBasi. M eciiu 661 Mepu camMoil He 3aXOTeJIOCh BBIyYUThCS
YUTaTh U MUCaTh, TO OHA HUKOTJA HEe MMesa Obl BO3MOXKHOCTH
HAy4UTbCA Jaxke a30yKe.

B omHO cTpariiHo xapkoe yTpo — et Torjga ObUIo yke OKOJIO Jie-
BATH JIET — OHA TIPOCHYJIACh OCOOEHHO 371ast U Pa303JIWIIACh ellle
Oosblile, KOrja yBujesa, 4To ClIy’kaHKa, CTOsIBIIAsl BO3JIEe ee To-
crenu, ObUIa He ee aid.

— 3ayeM Thl mpulia? — cKa3zajga OHA YyXKOH KEHIIUHE. —

! Tak Ha3bIBAIOT B I/IHIH/II/I OelIbIX KCHIIWH.



S1 He mo3BoMO TeOe ocTarbes TyT. [Ipuim MHe Moo aia!

YV keHIMHB ObLT UCIYTAaHHBIN BHUI, ¥ OHa MPOOOpPMOTAaa,
YTO ail3 He MOXET MPUITH, a Koraa Mepu B HEUCTOBCTBE CTasa
OUTh U TOJKATh €e, OHA TOJIbKO UCITyrayiach emie OoJblle U IMo-
BTOPHJIA, YTO alid HEBO3MOKHO IMPUMTH K MHUCCH cauno.

B 310 yTpO B CaMOM BO3/yXe TOUHO HOCHUJIOCh YTO-TO TauH-
cTBeHHOe. Hudero He nenanu OObIYHBIM TOPSIAKOM, U HEKOTO-
PbIX U3 TY3€MHBIX CJIyT BOBCE He ObLIO BUTHO, a Te, KOTOphIX Me-
pY BUeNa, ABUTAIMCh TOPOILTMBO MM YKPAJKOH, C OJeTHO-Ce-
PBIMU UCITyTaHHBIMU JiuiamMy. Ho eii HUKTO HU4ero He TOBOPHI,
U ee aild Bce He SIBJISIACh.

Y Tpo npoxoausio; CKOpo OHa OCTaIaCh COBCEM OfIHA, HAKOHEIT
BBIIILIA B CAJ1 M CTAJIa UT'PATh TOXE OJIHA TOJT IEPEBOM, OKOJIO Be-
panael. OHa Aenana BHJ, YTO YCTPAWBAET LIBETOUHYIO KIymOy,
¥ BThIKaJ1a OOJIbIIINE SIPKO-aJIble 1IBETHI B MAJIEHbKHE KYUYKH 3€M-
71, Bce OOoJTbIIIe 1 OOJIbIIe pa3apakasch 1 60pModa cede moj1 HOC
BCE TO, YTO cOOMpasach CKa3aTh CauIy, BCe Te OpaHHbIE CIIOBA,
KOTOPBIMH coOmpasiach 0003BaTh ee, KOraa OHa BEPHETCS.

— CBunbst! CBunbs1! CBUHOE OTpOnbe! — roBOpUJia OHa, MOTO-
MYy YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMIla CBUHbEN — 3TO camoe Xy/liee 0CKOpo-
JIeHUe.

OHa ckpexerana 3ybamu, MOBTOPsist 3Ty (hpasy, KOrja yCIibl-
11aj1a, YTo Ha BEpaH/ly BbILIUIA €€ MaTh €lle ¢ KeM-TO. DTO OblI
OeJIOKYpbIil MOJIONION YeJIOBeK, U 00a OHU CTOSUIA U TOBOPWJIU
KaKMMU-TO CTPAHHBIMU TUXUMH T'OJIOCAMH.



Mepu 3Hama OeJOKyporo MOJIOAOTO YeJIOBeKa, ITOXOXKEro
Ha MaJIbUMKA; OHA CIIBIIIAJA, YTO OH ObUT OUeHb MOJIOION Ou-
1iep, KOTOPBIY HeJABHO TpHUeXas u3 AHIJINY.

JleBouka risiea Ha HUX 000MX, HO OoJjiee MPUCTATIBHO TJIs-
JieNla Ha CBOIO MaTh.

Omna Bceraa 3To Aenalia, Korjaa ToJIbKO NPeACTaBIIsIICS CTyvaid
BUJIETH €€, TIOTOMY UTO MeM-caud — Mepu 4acto 3Bajia eec UMeH-
HO TaK, a He WHaue, — OblJla Takas BBICOKAsl, CTPOMHAs, KPaCcH-
Bas JamMa M HOCHWJIAa TIpeJieCTHbIe HapsAabpl. Y Hee ObLIN BOJIOCHI,
KaK BOJIHUCTBIN ILIEJIK, KPACUBbII MaJIEHbKUI HOC, ITPE3PUTESIb-



HO B3JICpHYTHII, 1 OOJbIlue cMelormuecs ria3a. Opexna ee Bce-
r1a ObUIa JIeTKasi M pa3BeBAOIIAsCS W, KaK BbhIpaxkanach Mepu,
«TI0JTHA KPYXKEB>».

B 370 yTpO Ha Heli Obu10 GOJIbIIIE KPYKEB, UeM BCer/a, HO IJia-
3a ee He CMEesUTUCh; OHU ObLIM Takue OOJIbIIUE W WCITyTaHHbIS
¥ YMOJISIIOIIE TISAENH B JIUIO MOJIOOro OeIoKyporo oduriepa.

— Heyxenu neno tak moxo? Heyxenn? — ycnblinana Mepu
ee BOIpOC.

— VkacHo! — JposkaiyUM TrojlocOM OTBETHJI MOJIOAON Yelio-
BeK. — YKacHo, MuccHc JlenHHokc! Bbl 107KHBI ObLTH yeXaTh B ro-
PbI IBE HEJIEJIM TOMY Ha3ajl.

Mewm-caub crana JomMarh pyKH.

— O, 51 3HaI0, YTO JOKHA ObUIA C/IENaTh 3TO! — BOCKJIMKHY-
7a oHa. — $I ocTanach TOMBKO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI MONTH HA ITOT
TTyTIbIi 3BaHbIi 00en! Kak s Opita rmyna!

B 3Ty MUHYTY 13 IOMEILEHN CIYT pa3falicsl TAKOM T'POMKHI
BOILIb, YTO OHA YXBaTWJIACh 32 PYKY MOJIOZIOTO YesloBeKa, a Me-
pU 3a[poskajia ¢ TOJOBH /10 HOr. Boruib craHoBuMIICS Bee Oornee
JIUKUM.

— Yro 310? YTO 3T0? — MnpoienTaia MUccuc JIeHHOKC.

— Kr0-T0 ym™mep, — orBeTmi Mmononou ocuiiep. — Bol He roBo-
puiH, 9TO OOJIE3HB TIOSIBUIIACH CPE/IU BaIlIUX CIIyT!

— 41 He 3Hayma! — BOCKJMKHYJIa MeM-cau0. — O, moijemrte
CO MHOM, MONUAEMTE CO MHOM !

Ona noBepHyJ1ach U yoexana B JJOM.

ITocne 3Toro HacTynuIO HeYTo ykacawuiee, 1 Mepu crano



SICHO, TI0YEMY 3TO YTPO ObLIO TAKOE TAMHCTBEHHOE.

[losiBUNIack xonepa B caMmou Tsikesou popme, v JIIOAU yMupa-
7, KaKk MyXu. A3 3a00s1e1a HOUblo, U CJIYTM BOIMWIM B CBOMX
XMAKHMHAX, IOTOMY UYTO OHa TOJIBKO 4TO ymepia. Houslo ymepiu
ele Tpoe CIIYT, a OCTaJIbHble B yxkace Oexanu. Bciony napuna
MAHUKA, ¥ BO BCeX OyHTano ObLITM YMHUPAIOIIHE.

Ha cnenyomuii aeHp, BO BpeMs TPEBOTU U cMsATeHUsA, Me-
pu crpsATajach B J€TCKOM, U Bce 3a0buti 0 Hell. HukTo He ny-
MaJl 0 Hel, HUKOMY OHa He Oblla Hy’)KHa, 1 BOKPYT IPOMCXOANIIO
HEUYTO CTPAHHOE, O YEM OHA HE UMeJIa MIOHATHSA.

Yacel npoxoauiivi, 1 Mepu nonepemMeHHo To crajia, To Ia-
kaja. OHa 3HaJ1a TOJIbKO, YTO JIIOAU XBOPAJIH, U CiblIIaJla TauH-
CTBEHHBIE U MyraBILIUE €€ 3BYKHU.

Pa3 oHa npokpaJiach B CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOpasi OKa3ajach IyCToMH,
XOTSI HA CTOJIE CTOSIT HEJOKOHYEHHBIA 00€/1; CTY/IbsI M TAPEJIKU
MMeJY TaKoi BUJ, Kak OyITO MX MOCMENIHO OTOIBUHY/IU B CTO-
POHY, KOT/Ja JIIOM MO KaKOW-TO NPUYMHE BHE3AITHO MOAHSIINCH
U3-3a CTOJIA.

Mepu noena ppyKTOB U cyxapey U, YyBCTBYS CUJIBHYIO KaxX-
1y, BbIITWJIA CTOSIBIIMI Ha cTosie cTakaH BUHa. OHO ObUIO craji-
KO€, HO JEBOYKA HE IMOJO03peBasa, YTO OHO OYEHb KPEIKOE.
Ee ckopo Hayasio KJIOHUTH KO CHY, ¥ OHa TOIIIa OOpaTHO B JET-
CKYI0O M OIAATh 3aIlepiach TaM, UCIyTaHHAs KPUKaMHU, KOTOpPbIE
HECJIUCh U3 XMKWH, U 3ByKaMH TOPOIUIMBBIX 111aroB. BUHO HarHa-
JIO Ha HEe TaKOM COH, YTO IJla3a €€ 3aKPbUIMCh TIOMUMO €€ BOJIU;
OHa JIeIyIa Ha TIOCTeNIb ¥ TOYHO MOTepssIa CO3HAHUE.



OueHb MHOTO€ MPOU3OIILIO 3a Te I0JITMe Yachl, YTO OHA criaia
TaKUM TSDKEJIBIM CHOM, U €€ He pa30yIuii HU BOIUIM, HU IIyM
B OYHraJio, rje 4To-TO BHOCHJIA M BBIHOCHIIH.

Koraa oHa nmpocHyJ1ach, TO IPOOIIKAIA JISKaTh HEIMOJBHIKHO,
NIPUCTAJIBHO IJISIZIS HA CTeHy. B oMe Oblia MmoTHe I as THINHA;
OHAa He TIOMHUJIA, YTOOBI KOTAa-IM00 MPesk/ie B HEM IIAPUJIO Ta-
Koe Oe3mosnBre. OHa He CIblajga HA TOJI0COB, HU IIaroB U JIy-
MaJia O TOM, BCE JIU YKe BBI3JIOPOBEJIM OT XOJIEPhl U MPOIILIA JIA
oena.

Jymayia OHa ¥ O TOM, KTO Teriepb Oy/IeT yXakMBaTh 3a HEIO,
BeJlb ee aid ymepna! BepositHo, Oyaer HOBast aild, M OHa, ObITh
MOXET, OyJeT paccKa3biBaTh HOBbIC CKa3KU; CTapble CKa3KU yxke
JIOCTaTOYHO Hagoeau Mepu.

OHa He IJ1aKana 0 ToOM, 4To ymepia ee HsHbka. OHa He Oblia
TOOSIIIUM peOSHKOM M HUKOT/Ia HU K KOMY He ObllTa OCOOEHHO
NpUBs3aHa.

[IIym, GerotHs1, BOILIM MO YMEPIIUM OT XOJIEPbl — BCE ITO KC-
yraJio ee, ¥, KpomMe Toro, oHa Oblia O4eHb CepPMTa, IIOTOMY UYTO
HHMKTO He BCIIOMHMJI, YTO OHA X1Ba. Bce Tak 00e3ymMestu ot yxa-
ca, YTO HUKTO He MOAyMaJl O IeBOYKe, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE JTIOOWII.

Korpa moau 3aboeBaid X0aepoi, OHU, Ka3aJloch, He MOIIA
JAymaTh HA O KOM, Kpome ceOsi camux. Ho eciii Bce OMsITh BbI-
3[0pOBEJIH, TO, KOHEYHO, KTO-HHOY/Ib JOKEH ObUT BCIOMHHTh
O HEW U OTHICKAThH €e.

Ho HUKTO He MpUXOIWII, U OHA BCeE JIeKaJla U Kaja, U B J0-
Me, Ka3aJoch, CTAHOBUJIOCH Bce Tuilie u Tuille. OHa ycibliaia



KaKOM-TO IIOPOX HA LIMHOBKE 1 KOI/a B3IVIsIHYJIA HA MOJI, TO YBU-
JeJ1a MAJIEHbKYIO 3MEWKY, CKOJIB3UBILYIO MO MOy U MISAEBIIYIO
Ha Hee TIOX0)KMMHU Ha IparolieHHble KaMHU IT1a3aMHU.

Mepu He ucnyraiach: 310 ObUTO Oe3BpeTHOE MAJICHBKOE CY-
IIECTBO, KOTOPOE HUYEro HE MOIJIO €l cAejaTb. 3MerKa, Ka-
3aJI0Ch, TOPONIMJIACH BBIOpAThCS U3 KOMHAThl, 1 Mepu BUJeNa,
KaK OHa CKOJIb3HYJIA MO] IBEPb.

— Kak crpanno u Tuxo! — ckazana Mepu. — Kak Oyaro B jome
HUKOI'O HET, KpOMe MEHs J1a 3MEHKHU.



[louTtu B Ty %€ MUHYTY OHa yCJbIXaja LIark B cajay, a IoToM
Ha BepaHze. JTo ObLIM MYKCKUE IIaru: MYXYUHBI BOITUTA B JIOM
¥ 0 YeM-TO TUXO 3aroBopwid. HUKTO He BbIIIENT UM HaBCTpeuy,
HUKTO HE 3arOBOPUJI C HUMU; OHHU, Ka3aJI0Ch, OTKPbIBAJIU ABEPU
Y 3arIsAbIBAJIA B KOMHATHI.

— Kakoe onycromenue! — ckazan ogus rosnoc. — M sra kpa-
CHMBas JKEHIIMHA. .. ]a U peOCeHOK, s qymaio, Toxe! S cbiman,
4TO ObUT PEOEHOK, XOTS €0 HUKTO HUKOTA HE BUIEIT.

Koraa oHM HECKOJIBKO MHUHYT CIIYCTSI OTKPBLIM JBEPb, Mepu
CTOsIJIa TIOCPE/IN JIETCKOM, HEKPAaCcUBasl U 371ast, HAXMYPHUB OpOBH,
MOTOMY UTO ObLJIA FOJIOJIHA, ¥ YyBCTBOBaJIA CeOs1 KaK-TO TTO30PHO
3a0pOIIIEHHOM.

[MepBblii yenoBeK, BOMIEAIINNA B KOMHATY, ObLT BRICOKHI O(pU-
ep, Kotoporo Mepu ofHaXIpl BUjAEIa y CBOEro OTHa. Y HEro
ObUT yCTasblii U 03a00YEHHBI BUJ, HO, KOTJAa OH YBHUjEN ee,
OH ObLJT TaK MOPaXeH, YTO YyTh HE OTCKOYMJI Ha3a/l.

— Bapweii! — kpukHy oH. — 3ech pedbeHok! PebeHok, onuH!
B takom mecrte! boxe Mo, 1a KTO OHa Takas?

— 4 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — YOIIOPHO CKa3aja JIEBOYKA, BBITPAM-
JIS15Ch BO BeCh POCT. YesIoBeK 3TOT MOKA3aJICs el OueHb rpyObIM,
MOTOMY YTO Ha3BaJ JIOM €€ OTIa «TaKUM MeCTOM». — §l ycHy-
J1a, KOr/ia Bce ObLT OOJIbHBI XOJIEPOM, U TOJIBKO UTO MTPOCHYJIACH.
OTyYero HUKTO HE TPUXOAUT?

— D70 TOT peOEHOK, KOTOPOro HUKTO HUKOrIA He Buaen! —
BOCKJIMKHYJT odutiep, oOpaIasich K CBoeMy CyTHUKY. — O Heid
Ha caMoM JieJie Bce 3a0buTn !



— Tlouemy 000 MHe 3a0bi? — cripocuia Mepu, Tonasi HO-
roit. — [loyemMy HUKTO He IPUXOTUT?

Mononori 4enoBek, KOTOporo 3Baiu bapHel, rpycTHO mo-
CMOTpeJ1 Ha Hee. Mepu jake OKa3anoch, YTO OH MUTHYJI I71a3a-
MU, TOYHO CMaxXuBasl CJIE3y.

— bennas kpomka! — ckazan oH. — Hekomy npuiitTi: HUKOTO
HE OCTaJIOCh.

TakuM CTpaHHBIM U HEOXHIAHHBIM 00pa3omM Mepu y3Haia,
4TO y Hee He OCTAJIOCh HU OTIA, HA MaTepy, YTO OHU YMepiu
1 ObLT YBE3€HBI HOYBIO U UTO TE Ty3EMHBIE CITYTH, KOTOPBIE OCTa-
JIVCh B JKUBBIX, ITOCTICIITHO TIOKUHYJIM JIOM U HUKTO M3 HUX JakKe
He BCIIOMHWJI, YTO y HUX Obli1a Muccu-can0. [Toatomy-To B tome
OBUIO TaK TUXO; B HEM AEHCTBUTEILHO HUKOTO OOJIBIIIE HE OBLIO,
Kpome camoii Mepu /1a MaJIeHbKOU 3MEUKHU.







I'nasa 11

Mepu moOnina u3naiy ISIeTh Ha CBOI0 MaTh M CUMTAJIa ee
OYeHb KPAaCHBOW; HO TaK KaKk OHA OYeHb MaJo 3Haja ee, TO e/I-
Ba JI MOXXHO OBUIO OXKHJIATh, YTO OHA Oy/IET TOCKOBATh 10 HEl,
KOIJIa ee He CTaHer.

OnHa HUYYTh HE TOCKOBaJA MO HEW M TaK Kak Bcerjaa Obuia
yriayoOseHa B camoe cebs1, TO ee IIOMBICIIBI U TeTePb, KaK OOBIKHO-
BEHHO, ObLIM COCPE/IOTOUYEHBI Ha ceOe camoil. Byap oHa crapiie,
OHa Obl, BEPOSITHO, OYEHb OECIOKOMIACH TIPH MBIC/IH, YTO OCTa-
JIach COBCEM OJIHA Ha CBETe, HO OHa elle OblTa OYeHb MaJa, ¥ TaK



Kak O Heil Bcera 3a00TUIIMCh, TO TIperoaraia, Yro 3T0 Beeraa
Oy/IeT Tax.

HlyMana oHa TOJILKO O TOM, MOMNAJIET JIU OHA K XOPOIIUM JIIO-
J5IM, KOTOpble OyayT ¢ Hell oOpamiathCsi BEKJIMBO U BO BCEM
yCTynath €M, KaK 3TO Jiejiayia ee aild U Jpyrue Ty3eMHbIE CITyKaH-
KH.

Mepwu 3Hasa, 4TO HE OCTAHETCS HABCET/Ia B JIOME aHTJIMICKOTO
CBSILICHHMKA, Ky[a €e B3sUIM B nepBoe Bpems. Eil He xoTtenoch
OCTaBaThCsl TaM. AHIJIMICKWY CBSIIIIEHHUK ObLT O€lleH, U y Hero
OBbLIO TATEPO JIEeTel, YyTh JIM HE OIHOJIETOK, KOTOPBIE XOIWIN
B JIOXMOTbSIX, BCEI/Ia CCOPUJIUCH M TACKAJIU UTPYIIKU APYT Y APY-
ra. Mepu HeHaBUIe/Ia X HEONPSITHBIIA JOM M Tak Ay pHO oOparia-
Jlach C HUMHU, YTO Yepe3 ABa JIHsI HUKTO HE XOTEN UrpaTh C HElo.

— Tebs oTonLTIOT TOMOW Yepe3 Hemelmo, — cKa3all el ofHa-
K161 Ba3uib, MaJIbUMK MACTOPA, C IEP3KUMU roTyObIMU IJIa3aMu
Y B3IEPHYTHIM HOCOM, KOTOporo Mepu HeHaBujena. — Mbl Bce
OUYEHb PaJIbl STOMY.

— W1 s Toxe paga, — orBetusia Mepu. — A rie 310 Takoe «J10-
MOW» ?

— OHa He 3HaerT, e 3107 — MPE3PUTEIBHO CKa3aJl CEMUJIET-
Uit basunb. — D10, KoHeuHo, AHrmus. Hama 6alymika xuBer
TaM, ¥ B TIPOIILJIOM TOy TyJIa Mociaiu cectpy Mabesb. A Tl 1o-
eJielb He K 0adyiike; y Te0st ee HeT. Thl moeaenb K CBOeMy [isi-
1ie; ero 30ByT Muctep Apumnbanba KpaseH.

— 1 HUKOrJa Mpo HETo HE ClbIXaja, — OrpbI3HyJIach Mepu.

— 41 3Hat0, UTO HE cibIXaja, — OTBeTH ba3uib, — Thl HUYEro



He 3Haelnb. /[eBOUKM OOBIKHOBEHHO HHMYEro He 3HAIOT. S CIIbl-
1aj, Kak rnarna 1 MaMa roBopwiv npo Hero. OH KUBET B Ipo-
MaJJHOM 3a0pOIIIEHHOM CTapOM JIOME B JIEpEBHE, U HUKTO K HEMY
He xoauT. OH Takol CepAMTbIH, YTO HUKOIO K ceOe He MycKa-
€T, a ecy Obl U MyCTUJI, TO HUKTO Obl He mpuien. OH ropOyH
Y CTpPAIIHBIA-CTPAIIHBIN.

— 41 Tebe He Bepio, — ckazasia Mepu, OTBEpHYBIIKCH OT HETO
¥ 3aThIKasl YIIH MaJbI[aMH, TIOTOMY YTO He XOTesia OOJIbIIIe CITy-
IIaTh.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku O4eHb MHOTO JyMaJia 00 3TOM; a KOria MHC-



cuc Kpoydopn B TOT ke Beuep ckaszasa ei, 4To Yepe3 HECKOJIb-
KO JIHEW OHa MOeJIeT B AHIVIMIO K CBOEMY e, muctepy Kpase-
HY, KOTOpPBIF KXW B MuccenbTyaiT-MsHope, y Hee ObLT Takou
yIPSAMO-PaBHOAYIIHBIA, TOUHO OKAMEHEJbI BU[I, I03TOMY OHU
HE 3HaJIM, YTO O HeW 1 noaymarthb. OHU MBITAIUCh TPUJIACKaTh ee,
HO OHa OTBEpHYJIach, koraa muccuc Kpoydopa xorena nouesno-
BaTh €€, ¥ YOIIOPHO BBIIPAMMWIIACH, Korga Mmuctep Kpoydopz no-
Tpemna ee 1o Ieyy.

— OHa Takoll HEeKpacuBBIN peOEHOK, — cKa3alia Mmocje TOro
muccuc Kpoydopn ToHOM coxaneHusi. — A MaTh ee OblIa Tak
KpacuBa! VI MaHepsl y Hee ObLIM Takue MuJjble, a Mepu camblii
HETIPUATHBIA PeOEHOK, KOTOPOTo s KOrjaa-indo BUesa.

— BBITh MOXeT, eciiu Obl €e MaTh Moyvaile MosBISUIACh B JIET-
CKOM, CO CBOMM KPaCHBbIM JIMLIOM U MUJIBIMU MaHepaMu, Mepu
TOXe MOIJI1a Obl IEPEHSATh ITU MaHephl. | pycTHO Tenepb BCIOMMU-
HaTh, Korja OeiHasl KpacaBulla yke yMmepia, O4eHb MHOTHE BO-
BCE HE 3HAJIU, YTO Y Hee ObLT peOeHOK !

— Omna, KaxeTrcs, HUKOIZa He B3IVIAHY/IA HA Hee, — B3JIOXHYJIa
muccuc Kpoydopn. — Koraa ee aits ymepia, HUKTO U HE BCIIOM-
HWI o Kpomike. [logymaii Toibko: Bce Clyru pa3Oexaivch
Y OCTaBWIU €€ OHY B ImyctoM aome. [loskoBHuK Mak-I"pro ro-
BOPHJI MHE, YTO OBUT IOPakKeH, KOrJa OTBOPWII JIBEPb U YBUIET
€€ COBEPILIEHHO OfIHY ITOCPEIA KOMHATHI.

Bo Bpems ponroro nepeeszna B AHmMio Mepu Haxoauiach
MO/l MPUCMOTPOM KE€Hbl OJHOTO OpulIepa, KOTOpasi Be3ja Tyna
CBOMX JieTeld, YTOOBI TOMECTHUTH MX B MaHCHOH. OHa OblIa OYeHb



3aHsATa COOCTBEHHBIMU JIETHbMH U OUEHb PaJOBaIach, KOT/Ia caa-
na Mepu xeHInuHe, KoTopylo mucrep KpaseH Beician B JIOHIOH
BCTPETUTD €€.

7KeHmumHa 3Ta ciykuia 3KOHOMKOU B MuccenbTyaut-MaHo-
pe, 1 3Basn ee Muccuc Memiok. OHa Obl1a OYeHb MOJHAS, C Py-
MSHBIMU [IEKAMU U 30PKUMU YEPHBIMU [JIA3AMH.

OHa oyeHb He MOHpaBwiIach MepH; HO Tak Kak Mepu penko
KTO-JTMO0 HPaBUJICS, TO B 9TOM He ObLIIO HUYETO YIUBUTEIBLHOTO;
KpOMe TOro, ObLIIO OYEBUIHO, UYTO MHCCHC MeIOK TOXe HEBbI-
COKOI'O MHEHUS O JIEBOUKE.

— DKas OHa HEKpacuBas! — cka3aja oHa. — A Mbl BE/lb CJIbIIIIA-
7, 9TO ee MaTh Obl1a KpacaBuiia. OHa, Kak BUAHO, KPACOTHI-TO
€l B HaCJIeICTBO HE OCTaBWJIa, HE TakK Jin?

— Omna, OBITh MOXET, IEPEMEHUTCSI, KOTIa TIOAPACTET, — J00-
POIYIIIHO CKa3asa keHa ogurepa. — Eciu Ob 0Ha He Oblia Takast
KeJTasi U BhIpakeHHe Jiuia ee ObUIo Obl MOJACKOBE. A 4epThl
Jmua y Hee xopoiuue. JIety Beap Tak MEHSIOTC !

— Ei1 npuaerca n3aMeHUTbCs BO MHOTOM, — OTBETHJIA MUCCUC
Menyok. — A B MuccenbTya1lTe HET HUYEro Takoro, 4YTo Mor-
710 OBl UI3BMEHUTb peOeHKa K JyUIlleMy, €CJIU Bbl CIIPOCUTE MeHs!

Ob6e onu aymanu, yto Mepu He CIyIIaeT, MoTOMy YTO OHa
CTOsIJIa HECKOJIBKO NOOJAJIb, Y OKHA OTeJIsA, IJ6 OHU OCTAaHOBH-
mck. OHa CMOTpeJia Ha TIPOXOXKHUX, Ha TIPOE3KABIIAE OMHHOYCHI
¥ K30bI, HO CIIBIIIAIA BECh PA3rOBOP; B HEM MPOCHYJIOCH JII000-
IBITCTBO TIO OTHOIIEHHIO K JIsSI/IE W €ro XWIHIy. YTo 310 ObLI
3a JIOM ¥ Ha 9TO OH ObUT ToX03k ? Yto Takoe ropOyH? OHa HUKOTJa



He BHJIaj1a TopOyHa; ObITh MOXET, X B VIHaMM BoBCce He OBLIO.

C Tex mop Kak OHa CTajia )KUTh B UyKUX JIOMax U y Hee He Obl-
JIO aiid, OHa CTajla YyBCTBOBATh ce0sl OIMHOKOM, U B TOJIOBY €W
MPUXOJWIA CTPAHHbIE, COBEPIIIEHHO HOBBIE JJ1s1 HEE MBICIIH.

Ona gymarna o TOM, IoOYeMy 3TO OHA Bceraa Oblja «HUYbsI»,
Jlake KOrja ee OTell U MaTh ObUIH JKUBHI. [[pyrue netm «IpuHaI-
JieKai» CBOUM OTIIAaM U MaTepsiM, OHa ke, Ka3aJioch, Oblia BceM
yyxkas. ¥ Hee ObUIM CIyrH, OblIa MUINA W OJEKAAa, HO HUKOMY
He ObUTO 110 Hee fena. OHa He 3Hajia, YTO MPUIMHOM 3TOro OBLIO
TO, YTO OHA — OYEHb HETIPUATHBIA peOEHOK; caMo cOOOW pasy-
MeeTcsl, YTO OHa He 3Hajia, Kakas oHa HenpusaTHas. OHa 4acTto
HAXOJuJIa, YTO JPYTHUe JIIOU OYEHb HETIPUSATHBI, HO HE TIOA03pe-
BaJia, 9YTO OHA caMa TaKoBa.

Ona cumrtana muccuc Meajiok camMoil HEMpPUSITHON OCOOOM,
KOTOPYIO KOTrJa-Tudo0 BUEa, C ee rPyObIM PYMSIHBIM JIUIIOM
1 Oe3BKYCHOM BBIMYpHOU HuIsAnon. Ha ciemyromuii geHs, Korjaa
oHM yesxkanu B Vopkmmp, Mepy 1uia no miatdopme K Baro-
HY C BBICOKO MOIHSTOM T'OJIOBOM, CTAPasICh AEPKATHCA KaK MOX-
HO JIaJibllie OT Hee, Kak Oy[TO COBCEM He «ITPUHAJIeKaTa» eu.
Omna ObI OUeHb paccepauiach, €ciM Obl y3HAJA, YTO JIIOAU TpH-
HHUMAIOT ee 3a J0Yb Muccruc MeJJiok.

Ho mumccuc Memiok odeHp Majo oOpamayiia BHUMAaHUS
U Ha camoe Mepu, 1 Ha To, 4TO OHa Aymasa. Eii BoBce He XO-
Tesaoch exath B JIOHAOH, Kak pa3 Koraa Obula cBajpOa ee Tie-
MSIHHUIIBI, HO y Hee ObUIO yIO0OHOE, BHITOJIHOE MECTO SKOHOM-
K1 B MuccenbTyauT-MaHOpe, 1 yaepKaTh 3T0O MECTO 3a COOOM



OHa MOIJIa TOJBKO Jieyiasi TO, 4To Muctep KpaBeH npukasbiBall.
Omna He cmerta 1axe 3aJaBaTb BOIIPOCOB.

— Kannran JIeHHOKC U €ro jxeHa yMepiu OT XOJIEph, — CKa3ajl
el muctep KpaBeH CBOMM XOJIOAHBIM JJAKOHUYECKUM TOHOM. —
Kanuran JleHHOKC ObUT OpaToM MOEH JKeHBI, U s OTIEKYH €ro JI0-
yepu. JleBOuKy npuBe3yT crofa. Bel gokHBI ToexaTsh B JIOHAOH
Y CAMHU ITPUBE3TH €€.

W ona ynoxuna cBoW HEOOJBIION YEeMOJAH U OTIPaBUIIACH
B Iy Tb.

Mepu cuzena B yrily BaroHa, HEKpacuBasi, C Kallpu3HbIM Bbl-
paxenueMm ymia. Eif Heuero ObUIO YnTaTh, HE HA YTO OBLIO CMOT-
pEeThb, M OHA CUJIENA, CJIOKUB Ha KOJICHSIX CBOM MAJIEHbKUE PYKHU
B UEpHBIX NepuaTkax. biarogapst 4epHOMY IUIaThIO OHA Ka3asach
€Il JKEJITeE, YEM BCEra, ¥ €€ PEJKHUE CBETIIbIE BOJIOCH TOPYAIN
U3-T10]] YEPHOU KPETIOBOU HUIANKHU.

«Hukorga B u3HM He BUJbIBAIA peOEHKA C TAKUM Karpus-
HBbIM BUJIOM», — oAyMaJia Muccuc Meaiok. OHa HUKOTja He BU-
aena peOeHKa, KOTOPBIA cuaena Obl Tak HEMOABMKHO, HUYETO
He nenas. HakoHen er Hazioesno cMoTpets Ha Mepu, 1 OHa 3aro-
BOpuJIa OBICTPO U PE3KO.

— IMo-moemy, Hazo Tebe pacckazaTh KOe-4To O TOM, KyAa Thl
eJIelllb, — CKa3ajia OHa. — 3Haelllb Thl YTO-HUOY/Ib O CBOEM Jsife?

— Her, — ckazana Mepu.

— Thl HUKOIZIA HE CTIbIIIATA, YTO TBOUM POAUTENM TOBOPHIIU
0 HeM?

— Her, — ckazana Mepu, HaxmypuBimcs. OHa HaAXMypHUJIach



MOTOMY, UTO BCIIOMHMJIA, UTO €€ OTEll M MaThb HUKOI/IA HE TOBO-
pUIM C Held 0 YeM-HUOY/Ib OIpeeJIeHHOM U HUKOT/IA HU O YeM
€l He pacCKa3bIBAJIM.

— I'm... T™M... — poBOpuana Muccuc MemJioK, MPUCTATBHO
IS Ha CTpaHHOe OeccTpacTHoe JUIMKo. OHa HECKOJIBKO ce-
KYH/l MOJTYaja, HO IOTOM CHOBA 3arOBOpHJIA:

— Hago teGe Bce-Taku KOe-4TO paccKazarhb, 4TOObI TeOs MOJI-
rOTOBUTL. ThI €Ielllb B OYEHb CTPAHHOE MECTO.

Mepu HUUEro He CKa3ala, U €e sIBHOE PaBHOIYIINE HECKOJb-
KO 03a/1a4iJI0 MUCCUC MeJIOK, HO, IEPEIOXHYB, OHA CTaja IMpo-
JIOJIKaTh:

— Hedero ckazaTh, MOMeCThe€ rPOMaIHOE, HO MPa4yHOE, U MU-
crep KpaBeH oueHb ropautcst uM. .. mo-coemy. [Jom ObLT BbI-
CTPOEH IIECTBCOT JIET TOMY Ha3a/l, HAa Kpalo CTeNH, U B HEM IO-
YTU CTO KOMHAT, XOTsI OOJIBIIIMHCTBO U3 HUX 3arepThl. A B HUX
Y KapTHHBI, U KpacuBasi cTapuHHas MeOellb, U BCAKUE IPYTHe Be-
IIU. .. ¥ BCE ITO CTOUT TaM IIeJible BEKa; BOKPYT I0Ma POMa/IHbIN
NapK, U cajpl, U IEPEBbs, BETBH KOTOPBIX JOCTAIOT 10 3€MJIA. —
OHa oCcTaHOBWJIACh U OMSITh B3/IOXHYJA. — A OOJIbllie HUYero, —
HEOXHUJAHHO 3aKOHYMJIA OHA.

Mepu HEeBOJIbHO Havasia MpUCIymmBarhesi. Bee 310 ObUIO Tak
He noxoxe Ha MHauio, a Bce HOBOE BCErla MPUBIIEKAIO €€.
Ho oHa He HamepeBaslaCh MOKa3bIBaTh, YTO €€ ITO MHTEPECYET.
DT10 OBLIa OJJHA U3 €€ HECUACTHBIX, HEMPUSITHBIX TPUBbIUECK.

OHna cupgeiia Morya.

— Hy, urto Tl gymaernib 060 BceM 3TOM? — CIIPOCHJIA MHCCHC



Meiok.

— Huuero, — orBetiiia oHa. — §l HUYEro He 3HaK MPO TaKUe
MecTa.

DTO 3aCTaBUJIO MHUCCUC MeJIOK paccMesTbCsl KOPOTKUM
CMEIIIKOM.

— Jla THI IOXOXa Ha CTapyXy, — CKa3ajia oHa. — Pa3Be Te0s 310
He OECIIOKOUT?

— IT0 BCe paBHO, OECIIOKOUT WJIM HET, — OTBETWIa Mepu.

— Hy T1b1, noxanyi, npasa, — ckazaja Muccuc MeJjiok, — 3To
Bce paBHO. [louemy nMeHHO TeOs1 HA/IO JiepkaTh B MuccenbTy-
9UT-M>3HOpe, s He 3Halo, pa3Be TOJBKO MOTOMY, UTO 3TO YA00-
Hee Bcero. OH He OyaeT ToOO0I OYeHb 3aHUMAThCS, 3TO-TO BEPHO,
OH HUKOTJAa I HUKEM He 3aHUMAaeTCsl.

OHa BApYr OCTaHOBWJIACh, KaK OyITO BOBpeMsI BCIIOMHWB
0 YeM-TO.

— ¥ Hero crvHa KpuBasi, — cKa3ajia OHa. — 9TO €ro UCIOPTUIIO.
OH ObUT YTPIOMBII YeJIOBEK U He TIOJIb30BAJICSI HU CBOUMHU JICHb-
ramMuy, HU CBOMM IOMECTbeM, MOKA He KEeHUJICS.



Barsim Mepu ocTaHOBWMIICS Ha Hell, HECMOTPs Ha BCe ee Ha-
MepeHusl He BhIKa3biBaTh MHTepeca. OHa HUKOIAA He JyMaia,
YTO TOPOYH MOXKET KEHUTHCS, M ObUIa HECKOJIBKO YIWBIICHA.



Muccuc Metok 3aMeTiia 910, ¥ Tak Kak OHa OblJIa O4eHb OOJIT-
JIVBA, TO MPOAOJIKAJIA C OOJBIIM OXHUBJIEHHEM. Bo BCSIKOM cITy-
Yae, 3T0 ObLI CIIOCO0 YOUTh BpeMsl.

— OHa Obu1a Takasi MUIasi, KpacuBasi, i OH rOTOB ObUT OOONTH
BCIO 3eMJTI0, YTOOBI IOCTAaTh €l Jake ObUIMHKY, KOTOPYIO e XO-
Tesiock. .. Korma oHa ymepia. ..

Mepu HEBOJIBHO B3APOTrHYJIA.

— O, Tak oHa ymepina! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA TIOYTH MPOTUB BO-
ym. OHa TOJIBKO YTO BCTIOMHMJIA, YTO KOTJIA-TO YMTasIa (PpaHiry3-
CKYIO CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOW TOBOPUJIOCH O OeIHOM ropOyHe U Tpe-
KpacHOW MIPUHIIeCCe, U el BAPYT CTajo kayib MucTepa Kpasena.

— Ha, oHa ymepna, — oTBeTHJIa MUCCUC MEIJIOK, — M C TeX
1op OH cTaJl emie 6onee crpaHHbIM. OH HUKEM HE WHTepecyeT-
cs1. OH He xoueT BUIETh mofei. OH 1o OOJbINEN YacTh B pa3b-
€371ax, a Korja oH B MuccenbTysiiTe, TO 3arMpaeTcs B 3araTHOM
(nurene u He myckaet k cede HUKOro, kpome Iuuepa. [Tuuep
y’Ke CTapUK, HO OH XOMJI 32 HUM, KOT/Ia OH ObLI ellie peOeHKOM,
Y 3HAET BCE €ro MPUBBIYKHU.

Bce 310 04eHb moxoke ObLJIO Ha paccKa3 U3 KHUKKH U He 0CO-
6eHHo oboapuiio Mepu. [IoM ¢ cOTHEI0 KOMHAT, ABEPH KOTOPBIX
3arepThl, JIOM Ha Kpalo CTENH — YTO Obl 3TO HA 3HAYMIIO, BO BCEM
3TOM OBLJIO YTO-TO MpauHoe. V1 JenoBek ¢ KpuBO#M CIMHOM, KO-
TOPBIN TOXeE 3anupaercs!

Mepu riisizienia B OKHO, KPerko cxaB ryosl. Eif kazanoch B no-
pSIZIKE BEIel, YTO BAPYT XJIBIHYJIM KOChIE cepble TIOTOKH JTOK IS,
y/apsisi B OKOHHBIE CTEeKJIa U CTeKas 1o HuM. .. Ecim Obl Kpacu-



Bas keHa mucTepa KpaBeHa Oblia )k1Ba, OHa MOIJIa Obl O)KUBUTh
MpauYHBIil JOM, KaK ee MaTb: OHa Oerajia Obl Tyna ¥ CIofia, €3/11-
Ja Obl B TOCTH, KaK OHA, B IUIaThsAX C KpyxkeBamu. Ho ee yxe
6oJbilie He OBLIO.

— Thl He gymai, uyTo yBUAUIIbL MUcTepa KpaBeHa, — ckazana
muccuc MeJJiok, — IECSITh IMAHCOB MPOTHB OTHOTO, YTO HE YBH-
avib. Y He TyMaid, 4To KTO-HUOY/Ib B IOME CTaHET C TOOOM BeCTH
pasroBopsl. Thl JOMKHA Oyelib urpath U cama cedst 3aHUMATb.
TeGe ckakyT, B Kakue KOMHATHI TeOe MOXKHO XO/IUTh M B KaKue
Henb34. .. CajoB 3/1ech JOBOJIBHO, HO KOT/IA ThI Oy/Ielb B JI0Me,
HE IIaTarcs U He 3arsapiBaid noscony. Mucrep Kpasen storo
He JIIOOUT.

— ¢l m He 3axX04y MTH 3aryIABIBATH TIOBCIOMY, — KUCJIO CKa3aia
Mepu, 1 Tak ke BHE3aITHO, KaK B HEl TOSIBUJIACH KAJIOCTh K MH-
crepy KpaBeHy, xanoctp 3Ta ncuesiia; OHa MmogymMaa, YTo Takon
HETIPUATHBIN YeJIOBEK 3aCIyKMBAET BCErO TOrO, YTO C HUM CITy-
YHUIIOCh.

Ona 00epHYIach JIMIIOM K MOKPBIM OKHaM M CTajla CMOTPETh
Ha cepble TIOTOKH JIOKIsI, KOTOPBIM, Ka3aJ0Ch, HUKOT/IA HE MOT
nepectarh; CMOTpeJa OHa TaK JOJITO U MPUCTAJIBHO, YTO Cepblid
I[BET CTaJ CTyIIAThCS MPEJl ee I71a3aMu; ¥ OHA CKOPO YCHYJIA.









I'nasa 111

Ona cnasa 10Jro 1 Koraa mNpocHys1ack, Muccuc Meuiok Kymnu-
JIa Ha OJTHOM CTAHIIMU KOP3UHKY C 3aKYCKOM, M OHU MOEJT! XOJO/I-
HOTo Msica, Xjieda ¢ MacjaoM U HallWIMCh Topssdero Jamoo. J{oxab
CTaJ ellle CUiIbHee, U Ha CTAaHIIUU BCE XOAUJIM B MOKPBIX OJecTsi-
HIMX HEMPOMOKaeMbIX Iamax. KoHayKTop 3axer B BaroHe jam-
bI, 1 MUCCUC MeIJIOK OYeHb OXUBHWJIACH Oyarojiapsi yaimo U 3a-



Kycke. Eyla oHa O4eHb MHOTO M IIOTOM Cama TOXe yCHYJ1a; a Mepu
cujena, CMOTperna, Kak 1Ulsna MUccuc Measiok capuraiach Ha-
OOK, TIOKa OMATh HE YCHYJIa B YIJIy BaroHa, yoalokaHHasi CTYKOM
JOX[s B OKHO.

Kornma ona mpocHynach, ObUTO yke JOBOJBHO TeMHO. [loe3n
CTOSU1 Y CTaHLIMK, U MUccuc MeUIoK BCTpsIXMBaJa ee.

— U ycHyna xe Thl! — cka3asia oHa. — [lopa OTKpHITH I1a3a.
9710 craHuusa TysUT, U HaM ellle JOJIro NpUieTcs exaTb Ha JIo-
IasIx.

Mepu Bcrana, crapasich AepkKarh IJla3a OTKPHITBIMH, TOKa
muccuc Memok cobupana CBOM CBepTKH. JleBouKka HE BbI3Ba-
Jlach MOMOYb €W, MOTOMY 4TO B VIHOUM Ty3eMHBIE CIIyTH BCEraa
MOABIMAJIM U HOCWJIM BCE, U CUMTAJIOCH BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHBIM,
YTOOBI OIHY JIIOIU TIPUCITYKUBATH JPYTHM.

CraHuus Obula MasieHbKasi, U, KpOME HMX, Ha HEll HHMKTO
He BbllIeJ U3 BaroHa. Bosse riatdgopMel cTostt akunax, 1 Mepu
Cpasy yBHJIeNA, YTO SKHUIIAX ObLI IETroJIeBaThIi; TAKOU Ke IIEero-
JIeBaThIY J1akey noacaawi ee. Korga oH 3axJI0NMHyYI IBEpILy, BCKO-
YUJT Ha KO3JIbl PSAAIOM C Ky4epoM M OHU TPOHYJIMCh, Mepu ouy-
TUJIAch B YIOTHOM YIJTy 9KMIIA)Ka C MITKOW OOUBKOMA, HO CraTh ei
y& OOJIbIIIe HE XOTEJIOCh.

Omna cuaena u ¢ JoOONBITCTBOM CMOTpeENa B OKHO: €l OUYeHb
XOTeJIOCh YBU/IETh UTO-HUOYAb HA AOPOre, Mo KOTOPOH ee Be3/n
B 3TO CTPAHHOE MECTO, O KaKOM €i ToBOopuJia MUcCUC MeUIoK.
Omna He Obl1a pOOKOH OT MPUPOIBI U TETIEPh HE OCOOEHHO MyTra-
JIaCh. .. HO MAJIO JIX YTO MOXKET CIIyYUThCS B JOME C COTHEN KOM-



HaT, KOTOpbIEe MOYTH BCE 3alepThl, B IOME, CTOSIIEM Ha Kpaio
crerm?

— Yro Takoe crenb? — BHE3AITHO CIIPOCHIIA OHA Muccuc Men-
JIOK.

— A Tbl BBIIVISIHU B OKHO MUHYT 4epe3 JAecATb U TOr[a YBU-
JUlIlb, — OTBETHIIA Ta. — HaMm ene npuaercs npoexars maTh MUIb,
npexje 4eM Mbl godepemcst 10 Joma. MHOro tenepb He yBH-
JMIIb, TTOTOMY YTO HOYb TEMHAsl, HO YTO-HUOYIb BCE-TaKU MOX-
HO pas3IisiieTh.

Mepu He 3amaBana OoJbllle HUKAKUX BOIMPOCOB, a CHIENA
Y JKJ1ajla B CBOEM TEMHOM YTy, YCTPEMUB IJIa3a Ha OKHO. PoHa-
pU KapeTbl Opocay JIyuu CBeTa Ha HEOOJbIIIOE pAaCcCTOsSIHUE BIle-
pen... u nepen Mepu menbkanu Buibl Joporu. Korma oHu Bbi-
€XaJIM CO CTaHLIMH, TO MPOEXau KPOXOTHYIO IEPEBEHBKY, U Me-
pY BUJIEIIa BBIOETIEHHBbIE KOTTEIXU U (POHAPU TaBEPHBI.

[loroM OHM Npoexasii MUMO LIEPKBU U JOMa CBSILLEHHUKA,
MPOEeXaJii MAMO OCBEIIEHHOTO OKHA JIABKH, e ObUTH BBICTaB-
JIEHB! JJIs1 TPOAAKY WUTPYILKH, CIACTH U €lle KOe-Kakue TOBa-
Pbl, ¥ HAKOHEI] BbIEXaJId HAa ITPOE3KYI0 Aopory, rae Mepu Buaena
TOJIBKO JIepeBbsi U u3roponu. Ilocie 3Toro oueHs 10aroe BpeMs
HUYEro JPyroro He ObUIO BUJIHO.

Haxkowner Jiomaay nouuiv MeijieHHee, TOYHO MOABIMASICh B TO-
Py, ¥ CKOPO MCYE3M Aaxe AepeBbs M u3ropoau. Mepu Huue-
ro He MOIJla BUJETh, TaK KaK BOKPYI ObUla HempoHUIaeMast
TpMa. OHa HaKJIOHWIACh BIEPE] U IMPHKAJIACH JIMLIIOM K OKHY,
KaK BIPYT KapeTy CUJIbHO TPSIXHYJIO.



— Bor tenepps MbI B crenu, — ckazaia muccuc Memasok. ®o-
HApH KapeTbl OPOCATN KEJITBI CBET HA HEPOBHYIO JIOPOTY, KO-
TOpasi, Ka3ajock, MpoJieraja Mexay KyCTOB U HU3KUX PACTeHUU,
YXOIUBIIHX KyAa-TO B HEOOBATHOE TEMHOE ITPOCTPAHCTBO, OKPY-
JKaBIlee uX co Bcex cropoH. [logpiMarcs Betep, B IMKOM BOE KO-
TOPOTO CJBIIIAIUCH CTPAHHBIE HU3KUE LIENIECTAIINE 3BYKH.



— 3710... 9TO Beap He Mope? — ckazana Mepu, 0OepHYBIIHICH
Y V1517151 HA CBOIO CITyTHMILY.



— Her, He mope, — otBeTW1a Muccuc Memiok, — v 3To He To-
JI1 ! HE TOPBI, a IPOCTO LIEJIbIE MUJIM JUKOU 3EMJIA, HA KOTOPOU
HUYETrO HE pacTeT, KpOME BEPECKA, JPOKA U TEPHOBHUKA, U IJIe
BOJATCS TOJBKO JIMKHUE [TOHU Ja OBLBI.

— A MHe KakeTcs, 9To 3TO ObUIO Obl TIOXOKE Ha MOpE, eCii O
31ech OblTa Boja, — ckazana Mepu. — Bot Tenepp 310 nrymur,
TOYHO MOpE.

— ITO0 BeTep BOET B KycTax, — ckazasia muccuc Memok. — Io-
MOEMY, 3TO TUKOE, IMyCTHIHHOE MECTO, XOTSI OHO MHOTUM Hpa-
BUTCS, 0OCOOEHHO KOT/Ia IIBETET BEPECK.

OHu Bce exayiu Briepesi B TIIyOOKON ThMe; IOXKAb TepecTal,
HO BETep MPOJOJIKaJl 3aBbIBaTh TAK K€ CTPAHHO, KAK IPEk/e.
Hopora 1u1a T0 B ropy, TO MOJ TOpy, U HECKOJIBKO pa3 KapeTa
npoe3kaja Mo HeOONBIIMM MOCTHUKAM, TMOf KOTOPHIMU OBICTPO
Y IIYMHO TEKJ1a BOJA.

Mepu Kazanoch, 4YTO 3TOMY MYTEHIECTBUIO He OyJIeT KOHIIA;
HIMPOKasi yTpioMasi CTeMb MPEACTABIISIIACH €/ IIMPOKUM IPOCTO-
POM TEMHOI'O OKE€aHa, Yepe3 KOTOPhIA OHa MTPOoe3:xKaja Mo y3Kou
TIOJIOCKE 3EMJIU.

— MHe 3To0 He HpaBUTCs, — CKa3ajia OHa caMoil cebe. — MHe 3To
He HpaBuTcs. — U oHa elrie Kperrue CTUCHYJIa CBOM TOHKHE T'YOB.

Jlomaay noasiMauce B ropy, Korga Mepu BnepBble 3aMeTu-
Jla CBET BJAIM. 3aMEeTWIa ero U MUccUC MeIoK U MPOTSKHO,
¢ obseryeHreM B30XHYJIA.

— 4 Tak pama BUJETH, UTO TaM MEPILIAET OTOHEK! — BOCKJIMK-
HyJIa OHA. — DTO CBET B OKHE CTOPOKKHU. MBI BO BCAKOM Cllydae



TIOJIyYUM TI0 YAIlIKe Yalo, TOJBKO MOIOXK/IN IyTOUKY.

[punutock EHCTBUTENBHO MOAOKAATh «UyTOUKY», KaK OHa
BBIPA3WIIach, TIOTOMY YTO KOTJa Kapera yke BbeXasa 3a Orpajy
napKa, UM OCTaBaJIOCh ellie MPoeXaTh OKOJIO IBYX MUJIb IO aJliee;
BETBU JIEPEBbEB MOUTH CXOAUIIMCH HAJl TOJIOBOM, U TIPUXOAUIIOCH
eXaTh TOYHO TIOJT JUTMHHBIM TEMHBIM CBOJIOM.

W3-nos1 3TOr0 CBOJIa OHU BhIEXaJIA Ha JIyXKaWKy M OCTAHOBU-
JIMCh TIPeJl OYEeHb UIMHHBIM, HO HU3KUM JIOMOM, MOCTPOEHHBIM
BOKPYT BBIMOIIIEHHOTO KaMHEM JIBOpa. Mepu cHavasa mokasa-
JIOCh, YTO B OKHaX BOBCE He ObUIO CBETa; HO, BBIIJISI U3 KApEeThl,
OHa yBHJIEJIa, YTO B OMHON KOMHATE B YITy BEPXHETO 3Taka BU/I-
HeJICS TYCKJIbII CBeT.

BxomHast nBepb Oblla rpoMajHasi, CleJaHHAs W3 MAaCCHUB-
HBIX JIyOOBBIX JOCOK CTPaHHOU (hOpPMBI, C OOJBIIMMH Keje3-
HBIMM I'BO3JISIMH Y CKpeIlIeHHas IMMPOKUMHU TOJIOCAMHU XKeJie3a.
Omna Besa B rpoMaHyIo MEPEHIO, KOTopasi Oblla OUeHb TYCK-
JI0 OCBEIIeHa, U JIMIIA IOPTPETOB HA CTeHaX U (PUTYPHI B CTAPUH-
HBIX JIOCTIEXaX Mpou3Besii Ha Mepu Takoe BIieuaTieHue, uto en
HE XOTeJIOCh CMOTPETh Ha HUX.

Kora oHa cTosiia B 9TOi KOMHaTe ¢ KAMEHHBIM T10JIOM, TO Ka-
3aJlaCb TaKOW MAaJIEHbKOW CTPAaHHOM 4YepHOW (PUT'YPKOH U 4yB-
CTBOBasia ceOs1 TOXe KAKOW-TO MaJIEHBKOM CTPaHHOW U 3a0po-
HIEHHOM.

OKoJ10 ciyrul, OTBOPUBIIETO UM JIBEPh, CTOSUI €llle KaKOW-TO
YOITOPHBIN CTAPUK.

— BBl 10JOKHBI OTBECTH JIEBOUKY B €€ KOMHATY, — CKa3al OH



XPUILIBIM roJI0cOM. — OH He XoueT ee BUaeTb. OH yTpOM ye3KaeT
B JIOHIOH.

— Ouensb xopoio, mucrep [Inuep, — orBernna muccuc Men-
JIOK, — €CJI 51 TOJILKO 3HAI0, YTO OT MeHs TpedyeTcs, TO 5 YK Cy-
MEIO BCE YCTPOUT.

— Or Bac BOT uTO Tpedyercs, Muccuc Memyiok, — ckazajl Mu-
crep [Inyep, — 4TOOBI BbI HOCTAPATIUCH HE OECTTIOKOUTD €TI0 U YTO-
Obl OH HE BUEJ TOTO, YEro He KeJaeT BUJIETh.

[locne srtoro Mepu JIeHHOKC mOBENM BBEpPX MO IIAPO-
KOM JIECTHULIE, IIOTOM MO JJIMHHOMY KOPHIOpPY, OIATH BBEPX
10 HeOOJBINON JIECTHUIIE, ellle 10 OIHOMY KOPHUIOpY W elle
110 OTHOMY; [IOTOM B CTE€HE OTBOpHJIAch JBEPb, 1 Mepu ouyTH-
J1ach B KOMHATe, I/ie TOMWJICS KAMHUH M Ha CToJIe ObLT TPUTOTOB-
JIEH yKUH.

— Hy, Teneppb koHel, — 6ecliepeMOHHO cKa3ala Muccuc Meja-
JIOK, — 9Ta ¥ COCeJHss1 KOMHATa OTBEJEeHbI TeOe; TYT Thl U JOJIK-
Ha cuneTh. He 3a0b1Bait aToro!

Takum o6pazom Mepu nonana B MuccenbTysiT-MsHOD.









I'nmasa IV

Y1rpom Mepu OTKpbUIA I71a3a TOJBKO IOTOMY, YTO B KOM-
HATy BOIIJIA MOJIOJICHbKasl CITy’KaHKa, YTOOBI 3aTOMUTh KaMFH.
Ona crosyia Ha KOJIGHSIX BO3Jie KaMWHa, C IIYMOM BBITpedasi
13 Hero 3o0i1y, 1 Mepu Jiexxasa 1 CMOoTpeJia Ha Hee HECKOJIbKO ce-
KYH/I, [IOTOM CTaJIa OCMAaTpUBaTh KOMHaTy. OHa HUKOIa HE BU-
JieJla TaKoW KOMHATBI, KOTOpasi MoKa3asach e 0OYeHb CTPAHHOU
u MpayHoi. CTeHbl ObUIA MOKPBITHI TKAHBIMUA OOOSIMM, Ha KO-
TOpBIX OBUT M300paxkeH JieCHOW BuI. Tam ObLIM haHTacTHYe-
CKH Pa30JEThIE JIIOAU O] JEPEBbSIMU, a B OTIAJICHUHN BUTHEINUCH



OarHu 3aMKa. Tam ObUIM OXOTHUKM, JaMbl, COOAKH, JIONIAIH,
1 Mepu Ka3ajaoch, YTO OHA caMa TOXE B JIECY BMECTE C HUMHU.
W3 rmy6okoro okHa OHa MOrJia BUAETh OOIIMPHOE OTIIOroe Mpo-
CTPAHCTBO 3€MJIM, HA KOTOPOM BOBCE He ObUIO IEPEBbEB U KOTO-
pOe OUYeHb MOXOIWIIO Ha Oe3rpaHUYHOE TYCKJIO-ITYPITypPHOE MO-
pe.

— Y10 370 Takoe? — cpocusia OHa, MOKa3bIBas MAJIbIIEM B OK-
HO.

MosoneHbKas city;kanka, Mapra, KoTopasi TOJIbKO YTO HOAHS-
Jlach Ha HOTH, MIOCMOTpEia B OKHO U TOXe YKa3ajia MabIeM.

— BoH Tam? — cipocuiia oHa.

- Ha.

— 37O CTenb, — CKa3ajia OHa C IMUPOKOH, JOOPOILYITHOM YIIBIO-
koil. — OHa Tebe He HpaBUTCA?

— Her, — orBetriia Mepu, — 1 ee HEHaBUKY.

— 9TO OTOMY, UTO Thl K HEM HE MPUBBIKJIA, — CKa3asla Mapra,
Ui Ha3al K KaMuHy. — Thl TyMaelib, 9To OHa CJIMIITKOM OOJTb-
miast 1 rosasi? Ho oHa Tebe moHpaBuTCS.

— A tebe HpaBuTCs? — cipocuiia Mepu.

— KoneuHo, — Becesno orBetuia Mapra, BbITUpasi KAMUHHYIO
pemieTky. — 51 moomo crenb. OHa BoBce He rofasi. BecHoii Tam
YyJIECHO, KOTJ]a IIBETYT BEPECK U JPOK; TOrJa TaM IMaxXHET Me-
JIOM U CTOJIbKO MIPOCTOPY U BO3/AYXY, HEOO KaKeTCsI TAKUM BBICO-
KUM-BBICOKMM! A IUeJIbl U )KaBOPOHKU MOIOT U KYKXKaT, U IIyM
TakoW NpUATHBIA. O, 51 ObI HU 32 YTO HE MOKHUHYJIA CTelb!

Mepu ciyiiania ee ¢ cepbe3HbIM, 033JA4YEHHBIM BbIPAXKEHUEM



nvna. Ty3emHble CTyry, K KOTOPbIM OHa MpUBbIKJIA B THIMM, ObI-
71 BOBCe He Takue, Kak Mapra. OHu Bcerma ObUTH paOOJIeTTHbI
U MOJ000CTPACTHBI U HE CMEJIA TOBOPUTH CO CBOMMM T'OCIIO/A-
MU TakK, Kak paBHble UM. OHM Aeaiy «cajiaam», Ha3bIBaJIM UX
«TIOKPOBUTEJISIMUA OCJIHBIX» U TOMY TMOJOOHBIMU UMeHaMH. VIH-
JIMIACKOTO CITYTY He TIPOCWIIN CAIeaTh TO WU APYroe, eMy Tpu-
KasbiBaJiM. Tam He ObLIO 0ObIYAsi TOBOPUTH CITyTE «ITOKATYHCTa»
U «Onarogapio», 1 Mepu Bceria JaBajia MmomiedrHbl CBOeH aia,
korja Obi1a cepauta. OHa HEBOJIBHO MOAyMalia O TOM, UTO Cle-
nana 61 Mapra, eciiv Obl OHa B3[yMaJia JIaTh € MOIIeUYHHY.

Mapra ObU1a osTHast, pyMsiHasi, TOOPOIYIIIHAS HA BUJI JICBYIII-
Ka, HO B e MaHepax ObLIO UTO-TO pelIMTesbHOe U cMelioe, U Me-
pU TIOJIyMaJia, 4To OHa, MoKy, OTBETUIA Obl TOXE MOIIeYH-
HOU, 0COOEHHO eCJIH ee yaapuiia Obl MaJIeHbKast JeBOUKA.

— Twl cTpaHHas ciy)aHKa, — JIOBOJILHO BHICOKOMEPHO MTPOro-
BOpWIJIa Mepu ¢ MofyIIex.

Mapra npucena Ha KOPTOUKH, Jepka B pyKax IIETKY, U pac-
cMestTach 0e3 BCAKOTO MPU3HAKa THEBA.

— O, 51370 3HaI0, — CKa3asia oHa. — Ecim Obl 31ech, B Muccerb-
Ty3liTe, OblIa HACTOSIIAS TOCTIOXkA, 51 Obl HUKOT/IA HE MOTJIa OBITh
Jlake BTOPO rTOpHUYHOU. MeHst Obl, oKy, B3sUTH B CYIOMOW-
KW, HO HUKOTJ]A HE MyCTUIA Obl B BEpXHUE KOMHATHL. 1 cimrii-
KOM TIPOCTasi ¥ TOBOPIO MO-HOPKIMUPCKU. Ho 3TOT J0M KaKO#-TO
CTpPaHHBIN, B HEM TOYHO HU IOCIIO[JIHA, HU TOCTIOXKHU HET, KpoMe
mucrtepa [Tuaepa u muccuc Memiok. Mucrep Kpasen He oowuT,
9TOOBI €70 YeM-HUOY/Ih OECIIOKOUJIH, KOT/Ia OH 3]1€Ch, U OH MOUTH



TIOCTOSTHHO B 0The3/ie. Muccuc MemJiok 1o 1006poTe cBoel nana
MHe 370 MecTo. OHa cKa3ajia MHE, YTO HUKOIIA He clesajia Obl
9TOro, ecnu Obl MuccenbTyUT ObLT Kak Apyrue Oorarsie I0Ma.

— A Tenepb TH Oygeirb, Mosl CciykaHka? — crpocuia Mepu
BCE TEM K€ BBHICOKOMEPHBIM TOHOM, K KOTOPOMY OHAa MPUBBIKJIA
B Ungun.

Mapra onsith Hayajaa YUCTUTh PEUIETKY.

— 4 cnyxanka muccuc Meajiok, — ropsio ckazajia oHa, — a OHa
cmyxkaHka mucrepa KpapeHa, HO s Oyny youparb TYT KOMHa-
Thl U HEMHOTO TIPUCITYKUBaTh TeOe. ToMbKo Tebe MHOTrO YCIyr
HE MOHAJ00UTCS.

— A kT0 OyzeT MeHs ofieBaTh? — cpocuiia Mepu.

Mapra onsTh npucena Ha KOPTOUYKU U YCTaBWJIACh Ha HEE;
OT U3YMJIEHUS OHA OMSATh 3arOBOPUJIA C MPOTSAKHBIM MOPKIIIMP-
CKUM aKIIEHTOM.

— Pa3Be Thl HE MOXkelllb cama OfIEThCsI? — CIPOCUIIA OHA.

— Yto 310 3HaunT? S HE NMOHMMAIO TBOETO SA3BbIKA, — CKa3ajia
Mepu.

— O, s 3a6bl1a, — ckazana Mapra. — Muccuc Meajiok Bene-
Jla MHE CJIeTUTh 3a COOOM, a TO Thl HE MOWMelllb, YTO 51 TOBOPIO.
Tak TBl HE MOXEIIb caMa HAAETh [J1aThba?

— Her, — noutu ¢ Heronosanuem orsetuina Mepu. — 4 Hukoraa
B ’KM3HHM 9TOro He Aenaja. MeHs Bceraa ofeBajia Mosl aio.

— Ecim tak, To TeGe mopa HayuuThes, — ckazana Mapra, ode-
BUJTHO, HE TIOJIO3PEBasi, YTO TOBOPUT JEP30CTU. — DTO HE CIIMIII-
KoM paHo. Tebe OymeT oueHb MOoNe3HO CaMOW yXaKUBATh 3a CO-



60i1. Most MaTh Bcerjja roBOpUT, YTO HEe TIOHUMAET, TTOYEMY 3TO
y BaKHBIX Oap /€T HE BHIPACTAIOT HAOMTHIMU JIypaKaMu: Belb
y HUX BCErJa HAHbKM U UX BCETa Jpyr1ue MOIOT U OAEBAIOT, U I'y-
JIAATh BBIBOJAT, TOYHO ILIEHSAT.

— B WMHauu Bce uHaye, — MNpE3pUTESIbHO CKazaida Mepu.
Omna enBa Biagena coOou.

Ho Mapra H1uuyTh HE CMyTWJIACh.

— OHO ¥ BUJHO, YTO MHAYe, — CKa3ajla OHa COYYBCTBEHHO. —
S nymaio, 3T0 OTOMY, YTO TaM TaAKOE MHOKECTBO YEPHOKOKHUX
BMECTO MOPSI0UHBIX OenbIx Jioziei. Korma s ycnpimana, 9ro Tl
ezeulb cona u3 uaum, g nogymasa, 4ro Thl TOXKE YepHOKOXKas !

Mepu cena Ha IOCTeNH, CTPALIHO Pa3bspEeHHAs.

— Yro! — BockimkHysa oHa. — Yro! Tl fymaia, 4to {1 Ty3em-
ka! Tel... cBUHOE OTpOIBE THI!

Mapra ycraBuiiach Ha Hee Y BAPYT BCIIBIXHYJIA.

— Koro 1b1 Opanuiis? — ckazana oHa. — Tebe He Haflo Tak cep-
IuThes. bapelliHe He criefyer Tak roBOpUTh. S pOBHO HUYEro
HE MMEI0 TPOTUB YEPHOKOKUX. Koria npo Hux ynraenib B KHUK-
Kax, TO OHM BCE TAaKME€ PEJIMUIMO3HbIC; B KHMKKaX Belb CKa3a-
HO, YTO YEPHOKOKUE TOXE JIIOU U Halll Opathsl... A s HUKOTAA
HE BHJIaJIa YEPHOKOXKETO YeJIOBEeKa U OUeHb 00pa1oBajIach, MoTo-
MY 4TO MOYMAaJIa, 9TO YBUKY OMM3KO XOTh ofgHoro. Korna s mpu-
1UIa Clofla YTPOM, YTOO 3aTOMUTh KaMUH, 51 TOJKPaiach K TBOEH
MIOCTE/IA ¥ OCTOPOKHO MPUIIOIHSIA OJEsIO0, YTOObI MOIISIIETh
Ha Te0s1. U TyT-TO 51 yBUIENa, — N0OaBUIa OHA PA30YapPOBAHHO, —
YTO Thl HUUYTh HE YEPHEE MEH S, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, UTO TaKasl JKeJl-



Tas!

Mepu faxe He crapaiach CIEPKUBATh CBOETO IHEBA.

— Tol nymaa, uro s Ty3emka! Kak Tb1 cmena! Thl X coBcem
He 3Haellb! OHU He JII0AU, OHU CIIYyTH, KOTOpbIE JOJIKHBI KJa-
HThcsA! Tl HUUEro He 3Haenb npo Muauio! Tel cOBcEM HUYETO
HE 3Haellb!

Omna Obl1a Tak B30eIeHa ¥ YyBCTBOBasa ceOsl TaKou Oecro-
MOIIHOW MpeJl HauBHBIM B3IJIs1,10M MapThl U B TO K€ camoe Bpe-
Ms BAPYT TIOYYBCTBOBaJIA ce0s1 TAKOW OIMHOKOM, TAKOW JTAJIEKON
OT BCEro TOTO, YTO OHA MOHUMAJIA U YTO TIOHMUMAJIO ee, 9TO Opo-
CWJIACh JIMIIOM B MOYIIKHU U pa3pa3wiachk pbliaHusmu. OHa Tak
Oe3ylep:KHO pblIana, 4to ao0pomyiHas Mapra jgaxe ucryra-
Jlach M €M cTajo kajb AeBouku. OHa Mmoaomuia K nocTeau v Ha-
KJIOHWIAch K Mepu.

— He Hano tak mnakats! — crana oHa ynpaimusate. — [IpaBo,
He Hajo. S1 He 3Hasa, YTo ThI TaK paccepamiiibes! f Taku BoBce
HUYETO HE 3HAI0, KaK Thl ckazaja. [Ipomry npoenus, mucc. [le-
pecTaHb ke IJIaKaTh!

B ee crpaHHOM MOPKIIMPCKOM Pe4YM U CIIOKOMHBIX MaHepax
ObLJIO YTO-TO YCHOKaUBAIoIlee, APYKeT0OHOE, YTO XOPOIIO JIeH-
cTBOBaJIo HA Mepu. OHa MOCTENEHHO NepecTana IJlakaTh U 3a-
ThXJIa. Mapra, BUIuMO, TIOYyBCTBOBAJIa OOJIerYeHNE.



— A Tteneppb mopa Tebe BcTaBaTh, — CKasayia oHa. — Muccuc
Menniok ckazasia, 9ToObl s1 IPUHOCKJIA B COCETHIOID KOMHATY
TBOM 3aBTpakK, 0oen 1 ykuH. Tam Tebe ycTportn aeTckyio. 51 te-
Oe ToMOTY OfIEThCsI, €CJIU Thl BcTaHelllb. Eciu myroBuiisl y Te0st



Ha IJIaThe C3aU, TO Thl X HE MOXKEIllb CaMa 3aCTETHYTh.

[Mporiecc oneBaHbsi Hayums1 UX 0Oenx Koe-dyemy. Mapra 4a-
CTO 3aCTeruBaja CBOMX CECTPEHOK U OpaTuIlieK, HO HUKOT/a ellle
He BUjIesa peOeHKa, KOTOPbIH CTOSLT Obl HEMOABUKHO U KJIaJT, TIO-
Ka KTO-HUOY/b APYTou cesIaeT Jisi Hero BCce UTO Haflo, Kak Oy/-
TO Y HEr0 camMoro He ObLIIO HUA PYK, HU HOT.

— Tlouemy THI cama He HajieBaellb OAlIMakoB? — CIIPOCH-
Jia OHa, Korja Mepu npecrnoKOMHO MO/ICTaBWIIa €d HOTY.

— Mos aiis genana 3to, — OoTBEeTW/IA MepH, YCTaBUBIIKChH
Ha Hee. — Takoi Tam oObIvuaii.

OHa OYeHb YacTO TOBOPHJIA: «TaKOH ObUT 0ObI4ai». Ty3em-
HbI€ CJTYTU BCer/ia roBOpuiv 310. Eciin uM npukasbiBasu clienaTh
YTO-HHUOY/Ib, YeTo IIeJIble BeKa He JeJIaJiv UX MPeKU, OHU C KPOT-
KHM B3IJIS100M OTBedain: «OO0bIyal He TAKOB», — M BCAKWAM 3HAJI,
YTO 3THUM JIeJIO KOHYAJIOCh.

«OO0bIyail ObIT TaKOB», YTO Mepu HMYEro He jefajia cama,
a TOJIBKO CTOsIJIa Y TIO3BOJIsLIA OJIETh ce0sl, TOYHO KYKJIa.






Panbinie uem oHa roToBa OblJTa MITH 3aBTPaKaTh, OHA yXkKe Ha-
yaJia oA03peBaTh, YTO KU3Hb B MUCCENBTYI1TE HAYUUT €€ MHO-
rOMY, COBEPIIEHHO HEU3BECTHOMY €M: HAalIpUMED, HaJeBaTh UyJl-
KM 1 OallIMaku, MOJpIMATh BCE, YTO OHA POHSIIA.

Eciu 661 Mapra ObiTa XOpOIIO OOy4YEHHOH, «HACTOSIIIEH»
TOPHUYHOM, OHA ObLIa Obl OOJIee IOUTHTEILHON U YCITYKIJIMBOK
¥ 3Haja Obl, YTO €l MoJaraeTcsi pacyechlBaTh BOJIOCHI, 3aCTETH-
BaTh OAIlIMaKky, MOAHUMATH BEIIM U KJIACTh UX Ha MecTo. Ho onHa
ObLJ1a TIPOCTasi IepeBEHCKAas AEBYIIKA, KOTOPasi BHIPOCIA B KOT-
Te)Ke B CTEMU C LEJOM TONMON OpaTheB U cecTep, KOTOPhIM
U B TOJIOBY HE MPUXOAWJIO, YTO MOXKHO 4ero-HuOydb He JenaThb
caMUM M HE yXaXuBaTh 3a MJIQJAIIMMHU JECTbMH, KOTOPBIE €ILE
TOJIBKO YUWJIUCh XOIUTb.

Ecmu 661 Mepu JleHHOKC Oblla TAKMM peOeHKOM, KOTOPOTrO
JIETKO pa3BecesUTh, OOMTIMBOCT, MapThl, BEPOSITHO, paCCMEIIIH-
7a Obl ee; HO Mepu HEBO3MYTHMO ClTylliajia ee, YAUBJISSICh pa3-
BA3HOCTU ee MaHep. CHayasa pa3roBOp HAYYTb HE MHTEPECO-
BaJI ee, HO MapTa mpopomkana 1oOpoayniHo 6ontars, 1 Mepu
CTaJla IPUCITYLIMBATLCS K €€ peuM.

— Eciu Ob1 THI MX BeeX BHjena! — roBopuiia Mapra. — Hac Bcex
JBEHALATh YEJIOBEK, a OTELl MOY IOTy4aeT BCEro NIeCTHAIATh
IIWUIMHIOB B Heslenmo. TpyIHO Matepy HAKOPMHUTB X BCEX, CKa-
XKy s TeOe. Bce netu nenblil ieHb UTPAOT B CTENU, U MaTh TO-
BOPHT, YTO OHHU TOJICTEIOT OT CTEMHOro Bo3ayxa. OHa rOBOpHT,
9TO OHH, JIOJDKHO OBITh, €SIT TPaBy, Kak naukue nmoHu. Hamn [u-



KOH, €My YK€ ABEHaJlarh JIeT, MPUPyYUS MOJIOAYIO JIOIAJ-
KY-TIOHU ¥ TOBOPUT, YTO OHA TENephb €ro.

— A rae oH B3s1 ee? — cipocuia Mepu.

— Hamien B crenu BMecTe ¢ MaTepblo, KOrja oHa Oblia elne
coBceM MajieHbKass. OH cTaj mpupyvarh ee, KOpMUTb XJIeOOM,
MnaTh JJis Hee TpaBy. M OHa Tak MpUBBIKJIA K HEMY, YTO XO-
JUT CJIeIOM 32 HUM U TTO3BOJISIET EMY CECTh € Ha CIUHY. [IMKOH
OYeHb JI00PbIA, ¥ KUBOTHBIE JIIOOST €ro.

Y Mepu HuKoraa He ObUIO HUKAKOTO )XMBOTHOTO, C KOTOPHIM
OHa Moryia Obl UTPaTh, M € BCErJja OYeHb XOTEJIOCh NMETh €ro.
OHa nouyBCTBOBAJIA /1a’Ke HEKOTOPBIM MHTepeC K [IMKOHY; a Tak
KaK OHa HUKOI/Ia HUKEM He MHTEPecoBalach, Kpome caMou ceds,
9TO, OUEBHU/IHO, OBLIO MPOOYKAEHUEM J00POro YyBCTBA.

Koraa ona Bomnuia B KOMHary, B KOTOPOW YCTPOWIIM IJIsl HEe
JIETCKYI0, TO YBHJIENA, YTO KOMHATA [MOX0Xka Ha Ty, B KOTOPOM OHA
crasa. DTo Oblla KOMHATa He /17151 peOeHKa, a JiyIsl B3POCJIoro 4ye-
JIOBEKA, C MPauyHbIMU CTAPbIMU KAPTUHAMMU HA CTEHAX U C TSIKe-
JIBIMH CTapbIMHU JTyOOBBIMU CTYJTbsiMU. Ha cTosie mocpeu koMHa-
ThI CTOSLT XOPOIINE 0OWIbHBIN 3aBTpak. Ho y Mepu Bcerga Obut
OUEHb TUIOXOM alMeTUT, U OHA PAaBHOAYIIHO B3IJISIHYJIA HA Tep-
BOe 00710, KOTopoe Mapra nocraBuiia rpej Heu.

— 41 He xo4y 3TOrO, — CKa3aja OHa.

— He xouemb kamm?! — HeI0BEpUYMBO BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Mapra.

— Her.

— To1 He 3Haelb, kKakasg oHa BKycHasi! [Tonoxu HeMHOXKO ma-
TOKM WIH caxapy!



— 41 He xouy, — noBropwia Mepu.

— BoT 31010 5 y’) HE MOTy IEPEHOCUTh, — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a Map-
Ta, — YTOOBI MOHAIPACHY TIOPTUJIM XOPOIITyio posu3uio! Ecim 6
32 3TUM CTOJIOM CHJEJM HaIlli IeTH, OHU Obl €ro B MATh MUHYT
ouncTuun!

— ITouemy? — xonogHO cripocuiia Mepu.

— Ilouemy? — mnoBropwia, kak 3xo, Mapra. — Ilotomy,
YTO y HUX TIOYTH HUKOT/IA B KU3HU HE OBUIO MOJHBIX JKETYIKOB.
OHu Bceryia Tak roJIOfIHbI, KaK JIETEHBIIIN SCTpeda WU JIUCHL.

— 41 He 3Ha, YTO 3HAYUT OBITH TOJOTHOM, — CKa3aya Mepu
C PaBHOMYIIIMEM HEBEKIbI.

Mapra ¢ HerogoBaH1eM MOIJIsAIENA HA HEe.

— Hy, Tebe oueHb 1Mosie3HO ObLUIO OBl UCTIBITaTh TAKOE, 51 9TO
SICHO BUXKY, — OTKPOBEHHO CKa3aJia OHa. — S TepreTh He Mory Jio-
e, KOTOpbIe TOJIBKO CUSAT JIa CMOTPSAT Ha BKYCHYIO ey. Kak Obl
MHE XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI BCE, YTO TYT Ha CTOJIE, ObLJIO B JKETyJKaxX
y duikoHa, u ®uis, u JIKelH, 1 y BCeX OCTaJIbHbIX !

— OTuero ke Thl He OTHECEIIb UM BCErO 3TOro? — MmocoBETO-
Ba1a Mepu.

— 1o He moe! — ropoo orBetwiaa Mapra. — U ceroans
HE MOW BBIXOJHOM JieHb. MHe JaloT OTITYCK TOJIKO pa3 B MECHIII,
KaK ¥ BCEM OCTaJIbHBIM, U TOIJIA 51 YXOXKY JOMOHM M MIOMOTalo0 Ma-
Tepu youpartb, a OHa OT/bIXAET.

Mepu BbINIIa HEMHOTO Yal0 U Chela KyCOYeK MOIKAPEHHOTO
xJieba ¢ BapeHbEM.

— A Tenepp OeHbCA MOTEIIEW U MOAW HAPYXKy IOUrpaTh, —



ckazana Mapra. — Tebe 310 Oyaer oueHb MOJIe3HO U JIACT are-
THT.

Mepu nosronuia k okHy. OHa BUjesa cajipl, JOPOKKUA U OOJIb-
IIKe JIEPeBbsl, HO BCE ITO UMEJIO KAKOU-TO TYCKJIbIA 3UMHHIA BU/I.

— 3auemM MHe UJITH HapyXy B TaKOH JeHb?

— Ecnu He noiizenb, To MPUAETCs OCTAaThCS B IOME, a UTO Th
311ech OyJellb J1e1aTh?

Mepu ocMoTpenach BOKPYT; Aesath Oblio Hevero. Korga muc-
crc Memiok ycTpamBasia JeTCKyl0, OHa He MoJymalia O pa3BJie-
yeHusix. [loxanyii, tydriie 66110 ObI BHIATH U IIOCMOTPETH CaJIbL.

— KT0 noizier co MHOI? — cripocujia OHa.

Mapra ycraBuiach Ha Hee.

— Thl moligens oHa, — OTBETHIA OHa. — Tebe mpuaeTcs Ha-
YUUTHCS UTPATh OTHOM, KaK UT'PAIOT APYTUe AETH, Y KOTOPBIX HET
cectep u OparbeB. Hair JIMKOH yXOouT B CTelb OAMH U MO Iie-
JIBIM yacam urpaet TaM. OTTOro-To OH U Ipyupydu oHu. B cre-
M €CTh OBIIbI, KOTOPBIE €ro 3HAIOT, a MITHIILI TPUJIETAIOT K HEMY
U e[IT y Hero U3 pykK. Y Hac XOTs MaJio €/ibl, HO OH BCerja mpsi-
YeT Kycouek xJyieda Jisi CBOMX JII0OMMIIEB.

Hanomunanue o [lukoHe 3actaBuiio Mepu NpuHSATH pelieHne
Y BBIMTH, XOTSI OHA ¥ HE CO3HaBaJia 3toro. Ecim B cajjax He ObLIo
TIOHU U OBell, TO, BEPOSATHO, ObUIU MTHIIBI, KOTOPbIE HE TIOXOXKHU
Ha 0Tyl B IHauK, 1 Ha HUX, OBITh MOXET, CTOMJIO HOIISIAETh.

Mapra npuHecsa el HajbTo, VIS 1 apy TOJICTHIX OOTHHOK
¥ MOKa3aJa JIOpory BHU3.

— Eciu Th1 0601i1e1h BOH TaM KPyroM, TO MPHUJIETITb K Cajy, —



CKa3aJjia OHA, yKa3biBasi HA HEOOJIBIIYIO KAJIMTKY B oropoje. — Jle-
TOM TaMm yiiMa 1IBETOB, HO Tenepb HU4Yero He 1perer. — OHa, Ka-
3aJ10Ch, C MUHYTY KOJieOasiach ¥ otoM nooasuia: — OauH U3 ca-
JIOB 3arept. TaMm yxe AecsThb JeT HUKTO He ObIBaJl.

—Ilouemy? — HeBOsIBHO cripocuiia Mepu. Kpome cotHu 3anep-
TBIX JBEPEW B JOME OKa3bIBAJIACh €IIE OJIHA 3anepTasi KaJuTKa!

— Mucrep KpaBeH Bejies 3aneperhb ero, Korjaa ero xkeHa ymep-
Ja Tak BHe3anmHO. OH HHMKOMY He TO3BOJISIET BXOAWTH TYA;
910 ObLI ee canl. OH 3arep KaJauTKy, BBIPLT sIMY M 3aKOMAaJ Ty/a
KJII0Y. .. Muccuc Menjiok 3BOHAT — MHE HAJI0 OeXarh.







I'maBa V

Korma Mapra ynuta, Mepu cBepHy/ia Ha JIOPOXKKY, KOTOpast
BeJla K KaJMTKe B oropozie. OHa HEBOJIBHO JyMaJla O TOM CaJie,
B KOTOPOM HHUKTO He ObIBaJl yXe AECSTh JIET; AyMasa o TOM, Ka-
KOW BUJI MIMEET 3TOT CaJl U €CTh JIM €1l B HEM Kakue-HUOY/Ib Ku-
BbIE [BETHI.

Korzma oHa mpomuia yepe3 KaJUTKy, TO OUyTWJIach B OOJIb-
IIOM cally C IIMPOKHUMH Jy)KallkaMl M U3BUJIMCTBIMU JIOPOXK-
KaMM C MOAYMIIEHHBIMUA KpassMu. Tam ObLIM AepeBbsi, KIyM-
Obl, XBOIHBIE JEPEBbsl, MOACTPUKEHHBIE B PAa3HBIX NMPUUYIU-



BbIX (popMax, ¥ OOJIBIION TIPYJ CO CTaphIM CepbiM (POHTAHOM
nocpenuae. Ho kiymObl Obutn OOHaXxeHbI, a (DOHTaH He OWJL.
It0 He ObLT 3anepThiii can. Kak MmoxHo 3anepets can? Benb B can
BCerja MOKHO BOWTH. ..

Omna nymasia Kak pa3 00 9TOM, KOrjia yBU/IeNa, 9To B KOHIIE JI0-
POXKH, TIO KOTOPOY OHa I11J1a, HAXOUTCS JJTMHHAS CTEHA, BCS T10-
KpBITas IUTIOIMOM. Mepu ObljTa HeJJOCTaTOUHO 3HaKOMa ¢ AHIJIM-
eil, 4To0 A0oraiaThesl, YTO OHA MPUOTMKANACH K (PPYKTOBOMY Ca-
1y ¥ OTOPOLY.

Ona mozomnuia K CTeHe ¥ yBUjIena 3eJIeHyI0 KaJIUTKY, KOTopast
OblTa OTBOpPEHa. DTO, OUEBUIHO, He OBbUT 3aNepThId Cajl, U Cloaa
MOXHO OBLIO BOUTH.

[Mpoiins B KanMTKy, OHAa YBUjENA, YTO ITO ObLT caj, OOHe-
CEHHBIN BOKPYT CTEHOI0, M YTO TAKUX CAJIOB OBUIO HECKOJBKO;
BCE OHU, 0YEBU/IHO, COOOIIATIICH MeX Ty coboit. [ToTom oHa yBU-
Jief1a elle OfIHy OTKPBITYIO 3€JIeHYI0 KaJIUTKY, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO
BUJIHEJIUCh KYCTHI M JOPOKKHM MEXJy I'psJaMU 3WUMHHUX OBO-
mieii. PpyKTOBbBIE AEPEBbsi POCIU BO3JIE CAMOUW CTEHBI, & HEKO-
TOpBIE U3 TPSAAOK OBUTU TIPUKPHITHI CTEKJISTHHBIMU pamMaMu. Me-
pU MIOCTOs1Ia, TOCMOTPEa BOKPYT U Pellnia, YTO BCE ITO OUEHb
HEKpacuBoO U rojio. Jletom, Korjga Bce OBbUIO 3eJIeHO, cajl, ObITh
MOXET, BBITJISE] KpacuBee, HO Terepb B HeM HUYero KpacuBOro
He ObLTIO.

Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT U3 KJIMTKH, Be[IIed B APYrou caf,
BBIILIEN CTApUK C 3acTynoM Ha miede. Korga on yeBugen Mepu,
Ha JIWIIE €rO BBIPA3UJIOCh U3YMJIEHUE, U OH CJIerKa MPUITOIHSLT



nuisay. JIuio y Hero ObUIO yrpioMoe, U eMy, BUIHO, He OCOOEHHO
NPUSTHO OBUIO BCTPETHTh Mepu; HO el He HpaBWIICS ero caj,
BBIpaKEHUE JIMIA Y Hee TOXe ObLIO HEMPUBETIMBOE, U BCTPEYe
CO CTApPUKOM OHA TOKe He 0OCOOEHHO 00pa0BaJIaCh.

— Yo 31€ech Takoe? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— OauH U3 OropoaoB, — OTBETHJI OH.

— A tam 4TO? — CKa3aja OHa, yKa3blBasi HA PACTBOPEHHYIO 3€-
JICHYIO KQJIUTKY.

— Ene oauH, — KOpOTKO OTBETUII OH. — A 110 Ty CTOPOHY CTEHBI
ellle OJVH, a 32 HUM €lIlle OTrOPOI.

— MoxHO MHE Tyaa nouTtu? — cnpocuiaa Mepu.

— Ecim xouews. .. Tosbko cMOTpeTh TaM HEYero.

Mepu Hruero He orBeTwiia. OHa HarpaBuIIach MPSAMO 110 J10-
POXKKE M TPOILIA Yepe3 BTOPYIO 3€JIE€HYI0 KaIWTKy. Tam OHa
OMSITh YBUJIENA CTEHbI, ONSATh 3UMHUE OBOIIU U CTEKJISTHHbIE pa-
MBI, HO BO BTOPOI CTeHe Oblia ellle OfHA 3eJieHasl KaJIUTKa, KO-
TOpasi He OblIa OTIIepTa. BBITh MOXKET, OHA BeJia B TOT CaJl, KOTO-
POro HUKTO HE BUAEH YK€ AECATh JIET.

Tak kak Mepu HMKOra He Obula pOOKOW M BCeria Jienaja
BCE UTO XOTeJa, TO OHA MOJOUUIA K 3€JI€HOM KaJUTKE U MOBEP-
Hy/na pyuky. OHa fymana, 4To KaJIMTKa He OTBOPUTCS, MOTOMY
YTO €l XOTEJOCh BEPUTh, YTO OHA HAIUIA TAUHCTBEHHBIA Call,
HO KaJIMTKA OTBOPWJIACH JIETKO, U Korjga Mepu mpoliia yepe3
Hee, OHa OuyTHIach B (hpyKToBOM caay. OH Toxe OblT OOHECeH
CTEHOI0, BO3JIE KOTOPOU pociu (PPYKTOBBIE IEPEBbSI, HO 3€JICHON
KaJIMTKK TaM He ObUT0. Mepu cTajia ucKaTh ee, IOTOMY 4TO KO-



IJIa OHA JIONIA IO APYrOro KOHIIA cajia, TO 3aMeTHIIa, YTO CTeHa
TaM He KOHYaJach, a TIHYJIACh Aajbllle. 3a CTEHON BUIHEIHCH
BEPIIVHBI JIEPEBbEB, U, Korga Mepr ocTaHOBUIIACh, OHA YBU/IENA
NTUYKY C SIPKO-KPACHOM TPY/bI0, CUJIEBIIYIO HA CAMOW BBICOKOM
BETBU OTHOTO M3 HUX. [ITHYKa BAPYT 3arena movTu B Ty ke ca-
MYI0 MUHYTY, KOT/ia yBreda Mepu, TOYHO cTania 3Bath ee.

Mepu 0CcTaHOBHJIACH U CTaJIa CITYIIATh; U TIOUYEMY-TO TaKOM Be-
CeJIbIii, JIACKAIOIIMI CBUCT BBI3BAJI B HEH MPUSITHOE 4yBCTBO. [la-
K€ YTPIOMbII, HETTPUBETJIUBBIN PEOSHOK MOXET 1yBCTBOBATH Ce-
Os1 OMMHOKMM; a OOJTBINION 3aNIePThIN JOM, U POKast OOHAKEHHAS
CTenb ¥ OOIIMPHBbIE OOHAKEHHBIE CaJbl BBI3BAIM B Mepu Takoe
YyBCTBO, Kak OyJTO BO BCEM CBETE HUKOI'O HE OCTalI0Ch, KpOMeE
Hee onHOM. Eciim Obl OHa OblTa JTACKOBBIM PEOSHKOM, KOTOPBI
NIPUBBIK K TOMY, YTOOBI €r0 JIIOOWIH, TO OHA OBl CUJTHHO 3aTOCKO-
BaJIa, HO JIaXke yrpioMast Mepu dyBcTBOBasia ceOst 3a0pOIIeHHOM,
U Becesasi KpacHOrpyaasi MTUYKa BbI3BaJla HA €€ XMYpPOM JIHIIe
HEUTO MOXOXee Ha YIIbIOKY.

Omna cTosia M ciymana NTU4Ky, TIoKa Ta He yierena. [Itud-
Ka 9Ta BOBCE HE MOXOWIa Ha NTHIl B IHAUM ¥ OYeHb IIOHPaBH-
nack Mepu. OHa nogymasna o TOM, YBUJWT JIU €€ ellle KorJa-Hu-
Oyzb. BBITh MOXKeET, OHA XWja B TAMHCTBEHHOM Cajly U XOPOIIO
3HaJja ero!

Mepu, BeposITHO, MOTOMY TaK MHOTO JymaJjia O 3aIyIeHHOM
cajie, 4To ei Heyero ObLIO JIeaTh.

B Helt mpocHYJI0Ch TIOOOBITCTBO, M €M 3aX0TEIOCh YBUJIETh,
gro 310 3a caj. [louemy mucrep ApumOanba KpaseH 3apbut



xmou? Eciiu oH Tak JII0OWIT CBOIO JKeHY, IT0YeMy OH TaK HEHAaBH-
nen ee can? OHa mogyMasia O TOM, YBUIUT JIM OHA KOTIa-HUOYIb
muctepa KpaseHa, u perinia, 4to eciu yBUAMT, TO OH € He T0-
HPABUTCs, OHA €My TOXe He MOHPABUTCS, U OHA OyJeT CTOSITh
Y CMOTPETh Ha HEro, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, TAXKeE €CJIU €i CTpalll-
HO 3aXOYETCS CIIPOCUTB €T0, IIOYEMY OH CIENAJ TAKYIO CTPAHHYIO
HITYKY.

«$1 HUKOT1a HE HPABJIIOCH JIIO/ISIM, U JTIO/IM HE HPaBSATCS MHE, —
noaymasia oHa. — U s HUKorjja He ymesia roBOpUTh Tak, Kak JeTh
Moppucona. OHu Becerga rOBOPUJIM, U CMESITIUCh, U LITYMETH».

Ona nogymasia 0 KpacHolleike, Kak oHa 3amnefia OyaTo paau
Hee OJIHOW, U, BCIIOMHMB O JE€pPEBE, HA KOTOPOM CHUJeJIa ITUYKA,
BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUJIACK.

— MHe kaxercs, 370 AepEBO pacTeT B TAMHCTBEHHOM cafy,
sl yBEpeHa B 3TOM, — CKa3aJia oHa. — Tam Oblj1a cTeHa, HO He ObLIO
KAJTUTKU.

Omna BepHyJ1ach B NEPBbIi (PPYKTOBBIN Ccajl U HAIILIA TaM CTa-
pHKa, KOTOpbIM Konaul 3emunio. OHa ozoIia, OCTaHOBUJIACH BO3-
JIe HErO ¥ HECKOJIbKO MUHYT XOJIOIHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HETO.

OH He 0OpaTuI1 Ha Hee BHUMaHUS1, ¥ OHA HAKOHEIl 3aroBOpHia
C HUM.

— 51 OblTa B OCTaJIBHBIX CaJax, — CKa3aia OHa.

— TebGe HUYTO He TIOMeIIao, — OPIO3IIIMBO OTBETHJI OH.

— 4 3aina Bo (OpyKTOBBIM cajl.

— Tam y kamuTKu cobak HeT, — OTBETHJI OH.

— Ho tam Gomnbliie HET KaIMTKY B JPYyrou caj, — ckazaia Mepu.



— B kakoii can? — cripocust oH rpy0o, Ha CEKyHIy MepecTaB
KOMAaTb.

— B 10T caz, no Apyryio CTOpoHy CTeHbI, — OTBETHIA Mepu. —
Tam ecTb gepeBbs — 51 BUjena ux Bepxyluku. Ha oqHom u3 Hux
cujesa NTUYKA ¢ KPAaCHOM I'PyAbIO U Tea.

K ee BenMkoMy yIMBIEHHUIO, BBIPAXKEHHE €ro yrpioMoro oo-
BETPEHHOIO JiMIa BAPYTr NepeMeHw1och. [lo iy MemyieHHO
pacnossiack yiplOKa, U y CTaporo CajoBHUKA BAPYI CTajl CO-
BCEM Jpyrou Bual. Mepu BApYT Nojgymalia — U 3TO MOKa3aJloch ei
CTPaHHBIM, — YTO YEJIOBEK BBIIJISIIUT ropasjio Jiydlle, Korjaa oH
ynbioaercs. [Ipexae oHa HUKOTAA He yMaa 00 STOM.

CanoBHUMK BApPYr OOepHYJCS B CTOPOHY (PpYKTOBOro caja
Y HayaJl CBUCTETh — TUXO M HEKHO. Mepu HUKaK He MoIJa Io-
HATb, KAK TAKOM YI'PIOMbIA YEJIOBEK MOTI M3[1aBaTh TAKHE J1aCKa-
IOLUE 3BYKM.

B crepyomyilo MMHYTY NPOM3OLUIO HEUYTO YAMBUTEJIBHOE.
Oma yciblinana MArKui eJiecT KpblIbeB B BO3AYXE — 9TO JIETe-
Jla K HAM NTUYKA ¢ KpacHo# rpyasio. OHa ycenach Ha OONBIION
IJIBIO€ 3eMJTH, OUeHb OJIM3KO K HOTe CaJIOBHUKA.
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— Bor oOHa, — /1aCKOBO CKa3aJl CaJOBHUK U CTaJl TOBOPUTH
C ITUYKOW, TOYHO ¢ peOeHkoM: — ThI rjie Obliia, MajieHbKast Mo-
niporaiika? $1 Tebst ToJbKO ceromHs yBuae!

[ITryka HaKJIOHWIIA TOJIOBKY HAOOK M IJIsIesia MPsIMO Ha HETo
CBOUM OJIECTSIIIINM IJIa30M, TIOXOXKHUM Ha KareJIbKy YepHON POCHI.
OHa, Ka3aJI0Cch, HUYYTh He 00sJ1aCh, OHA TIPBITAJIA U OBICTPO JOJI-
Ousia KJIIOBOM, OTBICKMBasi ceMeHa M HaceKoMbIX. B cepatie Mepu
IEBEJIbHYJIOCh KAKOE-TO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO, [IOTOMY UTO INTUYKA
ObL1a TaKasi Becenasi U KpacuBas U Ka3ajaach HACTOSIIEH 0COOOM.
YV Hee ObUIO MaJIEHBKOE TOJICTOE TeJIblIe, TOHEHbKHUH KJTIOB U TO-
HEHbKUE CTPONHBIE HOKKH.

— OHa Bcerja npujieTaeT, Korja Bbl €€ 30BeTe? — MOUTH I1le-
IIOTOM cripocuia Mepu.

— Jla, moutu Bcerya. ¢l 3HaI0 ee ¢ Tex mop, Kak oHa Oblia Ma-
JIeHbKMM TNITeHYuKoM. OHa BbLIETENA U3 THE3/Ja B IPYrOM cajy
Y KOTJIa B MEPBHII pa3 mepesieTesia yepe3 CTeHy, TO Oblia CIIUIII-
KOM cnaba, 9ToOBI yJeTeTh Ha3ajl; B 9TU HECKOJbKO JHEH MbI
Y NoJpyXunuch. Korma oHa onsTh yjierena no Jpyryio CTOpOHY
CTEHbI, BCE OCTaJIbHbIC MTHUIIbI YK€ TTOKMHYJIM THE3/10; OHA OCTa-
JlaCh COBCEM OJJHA M BEPHYJIACh KO MHE.

— Yro 3710 32 iTMUKa? — cupocuia Mepu.

— A TBI He 3Haelb? DTO MaJIUHOBKA, JJACKOBAs, JIIOOOIBITHAS
NTAYKA. DTU NTUYKHU TTOYTH TaK K€ JIACKOBBI, KaK U COOAUKH,
€CJIM TOJIKO YMETh C HUMU 00XoauThes. [TocMoTpr-Ka, Kak oHa
TYT poercsa U norsaaeiBaeT Ha Hac! OHa 3HaeT, 4To MBI O HEU



roBOpUM!

U crapuk ¢ m000BbBI0 ¥ TOPAOCTHIO IOCMOTPEN HA KPACHOTPY-
JYIO TITUYKY.

— W moGonbITHA ke OHa, — MPOAOJIKAT OH CO CMEXOM, — BCeria
SIBJISIETCS IOCMOTPETh, UTO 5 caxai. OHa Bce 3T0 3HaeT. Mu-
crep KpaBeH HUUyTh 00 3TOM He 3a00TUTCS. DTO OHA TJIABHBIN
CaJIOBHUK.

[ITuuka mnpomomkana MpbIrarh, YCEpHHO KJIOS YTO-TO
U 0 BpeMeHaM TOIIIsIpiBas Ha HUX oboux. Mepu Kazasoch,
YTO €€ IIa3KW, MOXOXKMEe Ha Karuld YepHOH pPOChl, CMOTpenu
Ha Hee ¢ OOJBIIMM JIOOOIMBITCTBOM, Kak OyITO OHa XOTesa To-
3HAKOMUTbCS ¢ Helo noomke. B cepaiie Mepu 1mieBesibHYI0CH
KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO.

— A Kyja yneTenu ocTajibHble MTeHlIbl? — crpocuia Mepu.
— HeussectHo. Crapble NTUIIBI BBHITAJIKMBAIOT UX U3 THE3Ja



U yyar JIeTaTh, U BCE OHU OYEHb CKOpPO pa3jieTaloTCsl B pa3HbIe
CTOPOHBL. A 3Ta BOT OblTa yMHHIIA ¥ TIOHSIIA, YTO OHA OTMHOKA.

Mepu nofonuia noOaMKe K NTULE ¥ MPUCTAIBHO MOIJIsAena
Ha Hee.

— 4 ognHOKa, — cKa3aja OHa.

Mepu npex e He MOHUMAJIa, YTO UMEHHO 3TO U JIeJIaJlo ee Ta-
KOW KHCJION 1 CEepIUTOI; OHA, Ka3aJI0Ch, MOHSIA TO TOJIBKO TO-
Ir1a, KOrja rnorjsijesia Ha NTUYKY, a ITUYKa Ha Hee.

Crapblil CaIOBHUK CABUHYJI IIANKY CO CBOEW JIBICOW T'OJIOBBI
Y C MUHYTY cMOTpeJl Ha Mepu.

— 9710 Thl — AeBOYKa U3 MHauu? — cripocuit oH.

Mepu KMBHYJ1a FOJIOBOU.

— HeyauButenbHO, YTO Thl OMUHOKA, — CKa3aJs OH.

OH cHOBa Hayas KOIaTh, BCAXKUBAsI 3aCTYIl IITyOOKO B XKHUP-
HYIO YEpHYIO 3eMJII0, @ ITUYKa BCE IMpbirajia BOKPYT HEro ¢ 03a-
OOYEHHBIM BUJIOM.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cripocuina Mepu.

OH BBIIPSMUIICS, YTOOBI OTBETUTH €H.

— ben Yartepcradd, — ckazas oH 1 MOTOM JOOABUIT C KUCIION
yABIOKOH: — ¢ TOXXe OMMHOK, KOorjia ee HeT co MHOM! — OH TKHYI
NaJblIeM B HalpaBieHUW NTUYKU. — OHA MOW €IMHCTBEHHBIN
ApYT.

— A y MEHsI COBCEM HET JIpy3eH, — cKkazasia Mepu, — U HUKO-
ra He ObL10. Mos aiis He JIIoOWIa MEHsl, U sl HUKOT/Ia HU C KeM
He urpaja.

VopKIMpIs! OGBIYHO OTKPOBEHHO BBICKA3BIBAIOT CBOM MBIC-



7, a cTapbiii BeH ObLT HACTOATIMIA HOPKIIUPELL.

— Tel U g OYyeHb MOXOXM APYr Ha Jpyra, — CKaszajl OH. —
MBI ¢ TOOOI BBITKAHBI U3 OAHUX U TeX ke HuTer. O0a Mbl HeKpa-
CHBBI, M 002 Ha CAMOM JIeJIe TaK K€ KUCJIbl, KaK BHIIISIIUM. Bpioch
00 3aKJaj, 4TO Yy Hac 0OOMX OIMHAKOBO CKBEPHBIN XapaKTep.

370 OBUIO IOBOJIBHO MPSIMO ¥ Pe3Ko, a Mepu JIeHHOKC HUKO-
I71a B )KM3HU HE CIblNana rnpasasl o cede. Cnyru B Unnum Bee-
I/1a TPEKJIOHSUIUCh Y TIOAUYUHSIIUACH, YTO Obl C HUMU HU JIJIANH.
O cBoell HapyKHOCTH OHA BOOOIIIE HUKOTIA HE TyMasia, HO Te-
nepb el NpUIllIa B FOJIOBY MBICIIb, JEMCTBUTENIBHO JIM OHA Tak
HelpHBJIeKaTe/IbHa, Kak U beH, 1 ObU1 JI Y Hee TaKoM ke KUCIIbIN
BU/JI TeTlepb, KaK U JI0 NosiBiieHus TUYKK. Eif crano He mo cebe.

bnu3 Hee BIpYT pa3aanachk sicHasi, YucTasi Tpelib, U OHa OBICT-
po obepHynack. OHa CTOsITa B HECKOJIBKHX IIarax OT MOJIOAOM
SIOJIOHM, HA OJJTHOU M3 BETBEW KOTOPOH yceslach MaJIMHOBKA M Ha-
yasia netb. ben paccmesiics.

— Ilouemy oHa 3anena? — cnpocuia Mepu.

— OHa pemmia MOAPYXUTLCS C TOOOH, — OTBeTHN beH. —
Tol eii, BUAHO, IpUIILIACh 110 HpaBy!

— 4?! — BockiMkHy1a Mepu U miarHyjaa noosnvke K si0J0He,
7151451 HaBepX. — XOuelllb MOPYKUThCSI CO MHOW ? — CKa3ajia OHa
OTUIE, KaK OyITO TOBOPUJIA C YEJIOBEKOM. — XOUelllb?

Ona ckazana 3T0 HE CBOMM OOBIYHBIM YONOPHBIM TOHOM
Y HE TOBEJIUTENIbHBIM «HMHAWMCKMM» TOHOM, HO TaK HEXHO
U JIACKOBO, YTO CTapblii BeH ObLT Tak ke M3yMJIeH, Kak M OHa,
KOT/Ia BIIEPBbIE YCIbIIIAIA, KAK OH CBUCTEJI.



— Kak TbI 3TO XOpOII110 ¥ JTACKOBO CKa3aja, — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, —
Kak Oy/ITO Thl U B CAMOM JieJie peOeHOK, a He YOTopHasi crapyxa!
Thl rOBOpHJIA TIOYTH TaK ke, Kak JJUKOH TOBOPUT CO CBOMMU JIIO-
OMMI[aMH B CTEIH.

— A Bol 3Haete Jlukona? — cipocuiia Mepu, ObICTpO 00epHYB-
IIKCh K HEMY.

— Ero Bce 3Ha101. [lukon xonut nosciony. [axe sroap u 1ige-
Thl €ro 3HalT. 1 Qymalio, 4To eMy JIUCHIIbI TTOKA3bIBAIOT, IIe UX
JETEHBIIIIN, U )KABOPOHKU OT HErO He MPSYYT THE3/.

Mepu oueHb XOTeNOCh 3a[aTh €Ille HECKOJbKO BOIPOCOB.
B Heli 3aroBopuIIo Takoe xke JTI0OOMBITCTBO MO OTHOIIEHUIO K [Iy-
KOHY, KaK M T0 OTHOIIEHWIO K 3abpoiiieHHoMy cany. Ho B oty
MHUHYTY MaJMHOBKA, KOTOpas nepecrajia NeTb, TPSIXHY/IA KpPbl-
JIBIIIKAMHU, pacripaBuiia UX U yieTesa.

— OHa niepenieresna 1o Ty CTOPOHY CTeHbI! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Me-
pH, ciefis 3a ee nojieroM. — OHa noserena BO (PPyKTOBBIM Cajl. ..
a Terepb OHA Y€ 3a BTOPOW CTEHOMH... B TOM cajy, IJie HeT Ka-
JINTKH !

— Ona Tam KuBeT, — CKa3aJl cTapblii beH, — TaM OHa BBUTYTIU-
Jlach U3 sIIa rae-HuOyab Mek/1y PO30BBIMHU KYCTaMHU.

— A Tam ecTb pO30BbIE KYCThI? — cripocuiia Mepu.

Ben cHOBa B3sjics 3a 3aCTyN U HA4aJl KOIATh.

— Bbn. .. 1ecATs JieT ToMy Hazajl, — MPpoOOpPMOTaIT OH.

— 1 OBl XOTeNa uX yBUAETh, — CKa3zaga Mepu. — e 3eneHas
kammTKa? ['ne-aubynp Beib JOKHA OBITh KaJIMTKA !

Ben cyHyn 3actyn TiyOOKO B 3eMJIIO, U BUJI Y HETO CTaJl Ta-



KOU ke He/IpYKeOOHBI!, KaK ¥ B TIEPBYI0O MUHYTY, Korna Mepu
YBHJIENA €TO0.

— bbuta... gecArp jer ToMy Hasal, a Terepb €€ HeT, — CKa-
3aJ1 OH.

— Her xaymutku! — BockimkHysna Mepu. — OHa goimkHa ObITh!

— Her ee, 1 HUKTO ee HE MOXET HalTH, 1 HUKOTO 3TO HE Ka-
caercsi. A Tl He OyJIb HaJOEJIMBOI U HE CYl CBOEro Hoca Kyja
He Hajo! Hy, mHe Teneppb Hasio padotars. Ctynail cebe urpars;
y MeHsl OoJibllie HeT BpeMeHH !

U oH nepecrai Konarb, BCKUHYJI 3aCTYII HA 17140 U OTOLLEl,
HE B3IVISIHYB Ha Hee U JJake He MPOCTUBIIUCH.







I'nmasa VI

Ha nepBbix nopax oiuH JieHb ObLT OXO0X Ha JIpyroit aas Me-
pu JlenHoke. Kaxoe yTpo oHa mpocelnajack B CBOEM KOMHa-
T€ C TKaHBIMU 000SIMU U BHeaa MapTy, CTOSIBIIIYIO Ha KOJICHSIX
BO3JIe KaMUHA, YTOObI Pa3BECTU OIOHb; Kak/10€ YTPO OHA 3aB-
Tpakaja B CBOEH «JIETCKOI», Ijie el HeuyeM ObUIO pa3Biiedbcs,
Y KaX/bll JIeHb 10CJIe 3aBTpaKa CMOTpesa B OKHO, Ha OOMIuUp-
HYIO CTelb, KOTOPasi paCKUbIBAJIaCh BO BCE CTOPOHBI U CJIMBA-
JIach C TOPU30HTOM; IIOCMOTPEB HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl, OHa IPUXO-
JWJIa K 3aKJII0YEHMIO, YTO, €CJIM OHA HE BBIIJIET, il MpUaeTcs CU-
aeTb 0e3 BCAKOTO Jef1a, U I0O9TOMY OHA BBIXOAMJIA.



Yepes HECKOJIBbKO THE, TPOBEJEHHBIX TOUYTH UCKJIIOUUTEIHLHO
Ha CBEXKEM BO3[yXe, OHa MPOCHYIACh OJHAXKbl YTPOM OUEHb rO-
JIonHasl. YCEeBIINMCh 3aBTPaKaTh, OHA yXKe He OTTOJKHY/IA YallKu
C TIPE3pUTENIbHBIM BUIOM, HO Cpa3y B3sj1a JIOKKY U CTajla eCTb;
eJ1a OHa JI0 TeX Top, MOKa Yalllka He CTajia MyCTOou.

— Tsl OTIIMYHO CHpaBUIIACH C STHM CETONHS, — CKa3aia Mapra.

— CeromHst 9T0 OBUIO OYEHb BKYCHO, — CKa3aia MepH, cama
HEMHOTO YJMBJICHHAS.

— DTO CTEeNmHOM BO3MyX JaeT TeOe anmeTur, — ckaszana Map-
Ta. — Thl cuacTIMBHIIA: Y TEOSI HE TOJIBKO AITMETHT eCTh, HO U ef1a.
A y Hac B KOTTe]Ke — Hac JBEHAIIATh YEJIOBEK — Y BCEX JKEy/I-
KM, a MOJIOKUTh B HUX Hedero. Thl Urpail Ha BO3IyXe KaIblid
JIeHb 1 He OyJellh Takasl KeyTasl.

— 41 He urpaiw, — ckazasia Mepu. — MHe Heuem urpars.

— Heuewm urpars! — BockmkHyna Mapra. — Hammm netu ur-
paIoT MpPYThsIMU, KaMelllkaMu, OeraioT, Kpuyar, CMOTPST Ha Bce
KPYTOM.

Mepu He Kpruasia, HO TOXKEe CTajla pacCMaTpUBaTh BCe; OONb-
1Ie e Hevyero ObLIo ienath. OHa 00X0oIuIa BOKPYT ca10B, Opoiu-
JIa o IopoKKaM napka. MiHoria oHa uckana craporo bena u xo-
TSI HECKOJIBKO pa3 BUJeJIa ero 3a padoTOM, HO OH OBLT UJIH CJTUIII-
KOM 3aHST, WM CIMIIKOM YIpIOM, YT00 MOrsiAeTh Ha Hee. Of-
HaX[Ibl, KOT/Ia OHA HAaIlpaBWJIach K HEMY, OH TIOTHSIT CBOM 3aCTyII
Y OTBEPHYJICS, Kak Oy/ITO HAPOYHO.

Yamie Bcero oHa ryjsijia Mo TPOMHMHKE BO3JIE CTEHBI, OKPY-
kaBiei caapl. [To 06e CTOpoHBI TPONMMHKY OBUTM He3acakKeH-



HbIe KIIyMOBI, @ CTEHBI 3aPOCJIM I'YCTHIM IUTIOIOM. B ogHOM Me-
CTe BBIOIIASICS TEMHO-3eJIeHasl JIUCTBA ObUla OCOOCHHO TYCTa,
Kak Oy/ITO 3a HEeH J0/roe BpeMsi HUKTO He TPUCMaTpUBaJl.






CrycTst HECKOJIBKO JJHel nociie Betpeuu ¢ benom Mepu 3ame-
THJIa 9TO U OCTAaHOBUJIACh, YIMBJISSICh, TOUEMY ITO Tak. OHa cTO-
sla M CMOTpesia Ha BeTKy IUIIOIIA, KayaBIIylOCs OT BETpa,
Kak BAPYT Mepel Hell O1eCHYJI0 YTO-TO KPACHOE U TIOCIIBIIIATIOCH
3By4YHOE yMpuKaHbe. Ha creHe cupaena manmHoBKa craporo be-
Ha, IS5 BHU3, C BHITSIHYTOH IIEHKOW M HAKJIOHEHHON HA0OK T0-
JIOBKO.

— O! 3710 THI! — KpPUKHYJIa Mepu, 1 el HU4yTh HE OKa3aJ10Ch
CTPaHHBIM, UTO OHA 3arOBOPHJIA C ITUYKOM, KaK OYy/ITO Ta MOIJIa
TIOHATH €€ WJIK OTBETUTD EH.

IITnuka IelcTBUTEILHO OTBETHIIA €ii: OHa 3aiedeTasa U 3a-
NpbIrasia, CJIOBHO paccKasbiBaja el 0 ueM-1o. Mepu 3acmesiiach,
¥ KOTJa ITUYKA MYCTUIACh JIETETh BJOJIb CTEHBI, OHA MoOeKaa
3a Heul. benHas manenbkass Mepu — xygas, xejtasi, OHa B 3Ty
MUHYTY Ka3aj1ach MOYTH KPACUBOM.




— 4 moGmo Tebs1! — KpUKHYJIA OHA U JaKe TIOTBITAIACH 3aCBH-
CTaTh, Yero BOBCe He ymera JienaTh. Ho nTudka Ka3aiach BIOJTHE
JIOBOJILHOW: OHA TOXeE CTaJla CBUCTaTh B OTBET U, HAKOHEII, pac-
MIPAaBUB KPbUIbsi, CMEJIO B3JIeTesIa Ha BEPIIMHY JIepeBa, yCenach
TaM U IPOMKO 3ariera.

D710 HAMOMHWIO Mepu TOT JIeHb, KOT/ia OHA BIIEPBbIE YBUEIA
nTruky. Torga nTryka Kadajach Ha BepIMHE AepeBa, a Mepu
crosuia B (ppykToBOM cafy. Ternepsb oHa Oblj1a C JPYTroil CTOPOHBI
(ppykTOBOIrO Cafa U CTOsIA Ha TPOITMHKE BO3JI€ CTEHBI, 32 KOTO-
PO¥ BUIHEJIOCH TO k€ CaMoe JIEPEBO.

—9TO TOT cajl, B KOTOPBIM HEJIb3s1 BOUTHU, — CKa3aJia OHA CaMOM
cebe. — D10 caj 0e3 KAIUTKH, U TaM KUBeT IIThdka. Kak Obl MHE
XOTEeJIOCh MOCMOTPETh, YTO TaM Takoe!

Ona oOoll1a BOKPYr CTEHBI, TIATEJIbHO OCMaTpuBas ee,
1 yOequiach, 4YTO KaJUTKU B HeW He ObLIIO.

— DTO O4YEHb CTpPaHHO, — MPOroBopuia oHa. — beH ckazai,
9TO KAJIMTKU HET, U ee Taku HeT. Ho fecATh jieT Tomy Hazaz Oblia
KaJIUTKA, MOTOMY 4TO MucTep KpaBeH 3apbul KJiou B 3eMJTIO.

Bce 3T0 a0 CTONBKO MUIIM ee yMY, YTO OHA 3aMHTEPeCcOBa-
JIach U pelniia, 9To He KajieeT O TOM, UTo npuexaia B Mucceb-
Ty3UT-M3HOD.

B Wnauu eii Bceryia ObLIO ’KapKo, M OHA BCErjia YyBCTBOBAJIA
TaKyI0 KICTOMY, UTO HUYEM He MOIJIa 3auHTepecoBaThcsa. CBEXUI
CTEMHOU BeTep TOYHO CAyBaJl MAYTHHY C €€ MaJIeHbKOrO MO3ra
1 OXKHBJISITI €€.



OHa nmouTH Bech JIeHb MPOBEJa HA CBEKEM BO3[yXe M KOrjaa
ceJia y)KUHATh BEUepOM, TO OblIa OYeHb TOJIOTHAS, COHHASI M UyB-
CTBOBaJIA MPUATHYIO YCTAJIOCTb.

Omna He paccepnuiach, korna Mapra Hayasa 60nTaTh, U 4yB-
CTBOBaJIa, YTO €M Jake MPUATHO CIIyIIaTh €€; HAaKOHEl OHA pe-
IWIa 3a4aTh €d OJMH BOMPOC. 3ajiajia OHa €ro Mmocjie YyXXHUHa,
YCEBIIIMCh HA KOBPE MpeJl KAMUHOM.

— INouemy muctep KpaseH Tak He moOUT 3TOT caj? — cripo-
CHJIa OHa.

Omna 3acraBuia Mapty ocratbhesl mocnie yxuHa, u Mapra
He nportuBwiack. OHa OblIa OYE€Hb MOJIOJIA, IPUBBIKJIA K KU3HU
B KOTTe/1e, TOJTHOM OpaTheB U cecTep, U €il ObLJI0 OUeHb CKYYHO
BHU3Y, B OIPOMHOM JIIOJICKOI. MapTa moOusia moroBopuTh, a 31a
CTpaHHasl JeBOYKa, KOTOpas *wia B MHIUM 1 nMena 4epHbIX
ciyr, OblIa 111 MapThl 0COOEHHO MPUBJICKATEIbHON HOBUHKOM.

Mapra ycenach Ha KOBpe y KAMUHA, HE J0KUAASACH MTPUTJIa-
HICHUSI.

— Tel Bce eme mymaenib 00 3ToM cajie? — CIpOCHIa OHA. —
Tak 51 v 3HaMa. To e camoe ObLIO M CO MHOM, KOT/Ia sI BIIEPBbIE
yCIIblIIana o0 3TOM.

— [Touemy OH ero Tak HeHaBuje? — HacTanuBajia Mepu.

Mapra nomxkana noj ce0st HOru 1 yceiach MoyJoOHeH.

— Tlocnymaii-ka, Kak BeTep BOeT BOKpPYr jJoMa, — CKasza-
na oHa. — Thl Tenepb He Moryia Obl YCTOSITh HAa HOTaX, €cu Obl
BBIIILIA B CTEIb!

— Iloyemy ke OH ero Tak HeHaBujea? — OMSATh cipocuiia Me-



pu. OHa xotena y3Harb 310, pa3 Mapra Toxe 3HaJa.

Mepu crana BbIKJIaIbIBaTh MPEJ HEIO CBOU 3aMac CBEACHUM.

— IlomHmn, — ckazana oHa, — MuccMc Menjok MNpuKasaia
HE pasroBapuBarh 00 3TOM. 371eCh €CTb MHOTO€, O YeM HeJb3sl
pasroBapuBaTh. TakoBbl puka3anus mucrepa Kpssena. OH ro-
BOPHT, UTO €r0 HeCUacThsl — He Hare feso. Eciu Ovl He 3TOT caf,
OH ObI He ObLT TakKUM. DT0 ObLT ca Muccrc KpageH; ero pa3owmy,
KOTJIa OHM TOJIBKO YTO MOBeH4Yauch. OHa OueHb JToOuIa TOT
cajl, U OHU BMECTE YXa)KMBAJIM 32 LIBETAMU; HU OIHOTO Ca/IOBHU-
Ka He Imyckaym B ca. Mucrep KpageH ¢ keHoU yxonuiu B caj,
3aTBOPSUIA 32 COOOW KAJMTKY U IO LEJbIM YacaM CHJETH TaMm,
pasroBapuBasl U YMTasl.



Oma Obl1a MOJTOfIEHBKAsT, COBCeM AieBouka! B cany crosiio cra-
poe AepeBo ¢ COrHYTOM BETBBIO, BpoJe ckaMeilku. OHa nmocaguia
BOKPYI' HETO poO3bl U BCErAa cUjena Ha 3Tou BeTBU. OgHAX/bL,
KOIJa OHa TaM CHJIeJIa, BETBb CJIOMAJIach, OHA yIajla Ha 3eMJIIO
M TaK CHJIBHO YIIMOJAch, UYTO Ha3aBTpa yMepa.

JloKkTOpa gymaitu, 4To OH CORJIET € yMa U Toxke ympeT. [1oato-
MY-TO OH TaK HEHaBUAUT 3TOT call. C Tex mop TyJaa HUKTO He 3a-



XOAWI, U OH HUKOMY HE TO3BOJISIET J1a’Ke TOBOPUTh O HEM.

Mepu Oonbliie He 3amaBasia BompocoB. OHa cmoTpena
Ha KPacHOe IJlaMsl U MPUCIYIIMBAIACh K BOIO BETPA, KOTOPBIM
3aBbIBaJI BCE IPOMYE.

B 3Ty MUHYTY C Hell MPOMCXOOUIO HEYTO OUYEHb XOPOIIIEE.
DTO CIyYaJIOCh C HEIO YK€ B YETBEPTHIM pa3 C T€X IMOp, KaKk OHA
npuexaa. [leppoe ObUIO TO, KOTJIA €i MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA I10-
HsJla MaJMHOBKY, a MaJMHOBKa e€e; BTOpoe, 4To OHa Oerasa
Ha CBEXEM BO3JyXe, MOKa HE pa3ropesach €€ KpOBb; TPETbE,
YTO OHA BMEPBbIC B KU3HMW MCHBITAJIA HACTOSAIIMM TOJIOA; YeT-
BEpTOE, KOTJja OHA MOHsIIA, YTO 3HAYUT MOKAJIETh KOrO-HUOY/Ib.
OHa enana ycrexu.

[IpucnymmBasch K BOW BETPa, OHA CTAJIa MPUCIYIIMBATHCSA
ere K yemy-1o. OHa He 3HaJia, Y4TO TO ObLIO, IIOTOMY YTO CHa-
yaJjia eJBa MOIJla OTIMYUTh 3TO OT 3aBBIBAHUS BeTpa. ITO ObLI
CTpaHHBIN 3BYK — Ka3aJI0Ch, OY/ITO rjie-To Miakal pedeHok. MHo-
IJla cCaMblii 3BYK BeTpa MOXOAWJ Ha Tuiau pedeHka; Ho Mepu
CKOpO pazoOpaiia, 4To 3BYK pa3iaBajics B JIOME, a HE BHE JIO-
Ma. OH pazfaBajcs rae-TO OYEHb JaJeKO, HO BHYTPHU JAOMA.
Omna oGepHysach U mocMoTpesnia Ha Mapry.

— Tl CIBIINIIB, KAK KTO-TO IUIAYET? — CIIPOCUIIA OHA.

Mapra BIpPYr CMyTWJIACD.

— Her, — orBerwnia oHa, — 310 Berep. MHorma kaxercs,
Kak Oy/lTO KTO-TO 3a0IyWJICS B CTEIU U TUIaveT.

— Ho nocnymait, — ckazana Mepu. — D1o rae-To B IoMe, B OfI-
HOM M3 3TUX JUIMHHBIX KOPUIOPOB.



B 3Ty MuHYyTy rae-To BHU3Y, OYEBUAHO, OTKPbUIA JIBEPH:
CWJIbHBIU BETEP BOPBAJICA B KOPUIIOP, U IBEPb KOMHATHI, II€ OHU
CHJENN, C TPECKOM OTBopuiiack. O6e OHM BCKOYMJIM Ha HOTH,
HO B 3TOT MOMEHT CBET I0Tac, ¥ 3BYK IJIaua IIPOHECCs M0 KOPU-
Jopy, OoJiee SIBCTBEHHBIM, YeM TIpex/Ie.

— Bort! Crpiiamis ! — BockmmkHys1a Mepu. — 51 Tebe roopuia!
ITO KTO-TO IUIAYET, U ITO HE B3POCIIBIM YEJIOBEK.

Mapra noalexana K JABepH, 3aTBOpWJIA €€ U TOBEpHY/a
KJIIOY; HO MpEexXIe YeM OHa ycresa cAejaTb 3TO, OHU YCIIbIIIa-
JIM, KaK B OJJHOM U3 KOPUJIOPOB C IIYMOM 3aXJIONHYJIAaCh JBEPb,
¥ ITIOTOM BCE CTHXJIO; J1a)K€ BETEP Ha HECKOJILKO CEKYH/I ITEpecTall
BBITb.

— D10 OBUI BETEp, — yNPSAMO CKazaia Mapra. — A eciii He Be-
Tep, TO MaJIeHbKasl CyIOMOIKa, bertu. Y Hee 1enbiil 1eHs Oorne-
v 3yOBl.

Kakoe-To cTpaHHOe 3amMelaTeIbCTBO B €€ MaHepax 3aCTaBUIIO
Mepu npucTanbHO B3MJIsSIHYTh Ha Hee. Eil mokasasiock, yro Mapra
HE TOBOPUT IIPAB/BI.









I'masa VII

Ha cnenyronmil jeHb JOXk/Ib JIAT JIMBMS, U Korga Mepu Bbl-
[JIsTHYJIa U3 OKHA, CTENHU MOYTH He BUHO OBUIO M3-3a CEpOro Ty-
MaHa. B Tako# ileHb Hesb3s1 ObLJIO BHIMTH.

— UYro BHI jenaeTe B BalleM KOTTEIKe, Korja MaeT Takon
JOX/1b? — cupocuia oHa Mapry.

— Crapaemcs He monacTtb Ipyr ApYry Moj HOTH, — OTBETUJIa
Mapra. — Beap Hac Tak MHOro! Math oueHb goOpasi, HO U OHa
TepseT Teprenue. Crapime et UayT urparhb B xyieB. A JIukoH



He oOpalaeT HUKaKoro BHUMaHHUS Ha TOK/Ib — OH BCE PaBHO yXO-
JIUT, KaK U B COJTHEUHBIN JiIeHb. OH TOBOPUT, YTO B JIOKAb BUIUT
BCE TO, YTO HE MOKA3bIBACTCS B SICHYIO TIOTOAY.

Pa3 oH Hailies1 MajieHbKYI0 JIMCUYKY, KOTOPasi 4yTh HE YTOHYJIa
B CBOEH HOpe, 1 MPUHEC ee JOMOMH 3a Ma3yXou, YTOObI OTOIPETb.
Crapyio iucy yousm HeroajieKy, a Hopy 3aTOIIIIO, i OCTaJIbHBIE
JeTeHblH yToHynu. OHa U Ternepb y Hero.

A eme pa3 OH Hallle/l MaJIEHbKYIO BOPOHY, TOXE IPUHEC J10-
Moii 1 ipupy4mii. 30ByT ee Caxa, MOTOMY YTO OHA OYEHb Yep-
Hasl, ¥ OHa MOBCIOly CKAYeT U JIETAET CJIEOM 3a HUM.

K sromy Bpemenn Mepu yxe nepecrajia OTHOCUTBCS HEAPY-
KeMOOHO K (hbaMUIbsipHBIM pasroBopam Maptbl. OHa axe cra-
Jla HAXOAWTh UX MHTEPECHBIMU U Kajesa, korna Mapra yxoau-
na. Pacckassl ee aid, Korga oHa kujia B VIHanuM, COBEpIIEHHO
He MMOXOJWJIM Ha paccKasbl MapThl 0 CTETHOM KOTTEKe, I/Ie B Ue-
THIPEX KOMHATaX IMOMEIA]I0Ch YEThIPHAALIATh YEJIOBEK, KOTOPhIE
HUKOT/Ia HE HAe/IaJINCh JOChITA.

— Ecmu 6 y MeHs1 Oblia MCHYKa WM BOPOH, 51 ObI MOTJIa UT-
partb C HUMH, — cKa3ayla MepH, — HO y MEHsI HUKOTO HeT.

— Tw1 BA3aTH yMeewb? — cipocuiia Mapra.

— Her! — ckazana Mepu.

— A 1mTh ymeens?

— Her!

— A yuTtarh ymeenib?

— Ha.

— Tak MOYEeMY KE Thbl HC YHUTACIIb WJIM HE NIOYYUIIbCS CKJIa-



bIBaThH?

— Y MeHs HeT KHUT, — ckasasia Mepu. — Te, 4to y MeHst ObH,
octayimch B MInauu.

— Ouenb xanb! — ckazana Mapra. — Ecim 6 muccrc Menok
no3Bonuia Tede Boitu B 6ubmmoreky! Tam Thicsiga KHuUT!

Mepu He cripocuia, Te oMenianach OMOIHOTEKa, TIOTOMY
4TO B TOJIOBe ee OjecHyjla HoBass Mbicib. OHa pemmia ca-
Ma OTBICKaTh OMOMMOTEKY. MBICIb O MUCCUC MemJIoOK HUYYTh
He cMyljaia ee. Muccuc Meuiok 1mouty BCeraa cujesia B CBO-
€l yIOTHOM KOMHATe BHH3Y. B 3TOM CTpaHHOM J0ME HHKOro
He ObUIO, KpOME CJIYT, KOTOPbIE B OTCYTCTBUE IOCHOIMHA KUJIN
BOJILHOM JKM3HBIO B HYKHEM dTake, Te MoMelaiach OrpoMHast
KyXHsI, YBelllaHHas1 OecTsIneld MeJHON U OJIOBSIHHOW TIOCY/ION,
1 OOJIbITIast CTOJIOBASI JISI CIIYT.

Mepu peryisipHO MPHUCHUIAIM 3aBTPakK, o0el U yxuH. Mapra
MIPUCITYKUBAJIA €, HO HUKOMY He ObUIO 70 Hee HW MaJieHIIero
nena. Muccuc Measiok 3axofusia K Heu pa3 B IeHb WJIH B JBa AHS,
HO HUKTO He cripaiuBai Mepu, 4Tto oHa AefiaeT, U HUKTO He ro-
BOPWJI €M, YTO el HaJo Aenatb. OHa ymasia, 4To 3TO, BEpOSITHO,
ObLJT AaHIIMHACKUI 0ObIYall — TaK OTHOCUThLCA K AeTam. B MHaun
eyl Bcerjia MpUCIykKUBaja ee aild, KoTopas Xoausa cieoM 3a Her
Y KCIIOJIHSJIA BCE €€ JKeJIaHWsI, M OUeHb YacTO ee OOIIEeCTBO Ha-
noenaino Mepu. Tenepp x&e HUKTO 3a HEIO HE XOIWJI, U OHA MPHU-
YUYWJIACh OJIEBATHCS CaMa, MOTOMY UTO KaKAbIM pa3, Korja oHa
XOTesna, YTOOBI €€ OfIENv W TOfIaJIi YTO-HUOYIb, y MapThl ObLT
TaKOU BUJI, KaKk Oy/ITO OHA cunTasia Mepu oveHb TIIyron u Oec-



TOJIKOBOIA.

— Pa3Be y 1e0s1 yma Het? — cipociiia Mapra ogHaX/abl, Korna
Mepu crosiia U kaajia, OKa OHa eil HaJleHeT nepyarku. — Harma
Cio3aH BIBOE CMbIIILIeHee TeOsl, a el Bcero uetbipe rojga. MiHoraa
ThI K&KEIIbCsl COBCEM TITYTTBIIIIKOM.

[Tocne storo Mepu 1enblii 4ac Ayaach, HO 9TO BO30OYAMIIO
B HEll MHOT'O HOBBIX MBICJIEH.

[Mocrne Toro kak MapTta noamera rnoJ u yiuia BHU3, Mepu elnie
OKOJIO IECSITY MUHYT CTOsIJIa Y OKHA; OHA ObLJ1a 3aHSITA TON HOBOW
MBICJTBIO, KOTOpasi IBUJIACh Y Hee, KOrja OHa YCIIbIiana o 6uo-
moteke. [1o camoit GMOIMOTEKH eii ObIIIO MaJIo Jiefia, TOTOMY UTO
ell He OYeHb-TO XOTEJIOCh YUTaTh, HO Pa3rOBOP O HeW HAITIOMHUII
el paccka3 0 COTHEe KOMHAT C 3aTBOPEHHBIMU 1BepsiMu. OHa J1y-
MaJsia, Ha CaMOM JIM JieJie BCE OHU 3arepThl U 9TO Obl OHA yBHUjIE-
7a, eciv Obl MOTJIa BOWTH B OJIHY M3 KOMHat. Heyxenu ux Obuia
cotHs? [Toyemy Obl €il He MOWTU TOCMOTPETh, CKOJIBKO OHA Ha-
cuuraer?

Ee HuKorga He yuwiu cnpaiivBaTh O3BOJIEHUS C/IeNIaTh YTO-
HUOYJb, OHA HE 3HAJA, YTO 3HAYUT ABTOPUTET, U €l He MOoIa
MIPUITH B TOJIOBY MBIC/Ib CIIPOCUTD [TO3BOJIEHUSI MUCCUC MeaioK,
Jaxe eciiv O OHa ee yBUjIena.

Ona oTBOpMIIA JIBEPH, BHIILIA B KOPUAOP M MyCTHIIACH OpO-
JMTh. ITO ObUT JUTMHHBIA KOPUIOP, U3 KOTOPOTO I EIle JIPY-
rve; eil IpUIUIOCh MOAHATHCA Ha HECKOJIbKO CTYIEeHEH, MOToM
ere Ha HecKonbKo. [loBciony ObuIM IBEpH, IBEPH, 4 HA CTEHAX
BHUCeNM KapTuHbl. VIHOTIa Ha HUX OBUTM M300pakeHbI CTPAaHHBIE



TeMHbIE JIaHAIAa(Thl, HO IO OOJIBIIEN YaCcTH TO ObUIM MOPTpE-
THI MyXXYHMH M JaM B CTPAHHBIX IBIIIHBIX KOCTIOMAaxX M3 ariaca
u Oapxara.

Ckopo OHa OYyTHJIaCh B JJIMHHOW Tajiepee, CTeHbl KOTOPO
ObUIM CIUIONIb YBEIIaHbl TAKMMHU mopTperamMu. OHa HUKOrJA
He AyMaJia, YTO UX MOKET ObITh TAKOE MHOKECTBO B OJTHOM JIOME.

OHa MefIeHHO TpOoIIUIach 1O rajepee, IMIsas Ha JIMLa MopT-
pEeToB, KOTOpBIE, Ka3aJloch, IisAeny Ha Hee. Eil uynuiocs, Oya-
TO OHU YAMBJISIIOTCS, YTO JEeBOUKa U3 VHIMM O4yTMIach y HUX
B JIOME.




Tam ObUTH 1 TOPTPETHI JIETEN — IEBOUYEK B TSIKEITBIX aTJIACHBIX
TUIAThSIX, TIOXOJMBIIHUX JIO CAMOTO I10J1a, U MAJIbYMKOB C JUTMHHBI-
MU BOJIOCAaMU, B KPYKE€BHBIX BOPOTHHKAX.

Ona Bcerma OCTaHABIMBAJIACh y TMOPTPETOB NETEH, aymasi
0 TOM, KaK UX 3BaJIM, KyJa OHU MUCUE3H ¥ TIOYeMy HOCHJIN Ta-
KyIo cTpaHHYyI0 ofexy. OfuH TopTper u300paxasa YOMOPHYIO
HEKPacHUBYIO JIEBOUKY, ITOXOKYI0 Ha Hee camoe. Ha Heii ObL10 3e-
JIEHOE TJIA3€TOBOE IJIAThE, 4 Ha TAJIbIIE CUJIET 3eJIEHbII TIOMyTail.
Barisiyn y Hee ObUT OCTPBIiA 1 JTIOOOTTBITHBIM.

— I'me ThI Tenepsb kuBelb? — TPOMKO cpocuia ee Mepu. —
41 6b1 XOTena, YTOOHI ThI ObLIIA TENEPh 37ECh.

Hwu oHa neBouka, BEpOSTHO, HUKOTJA HE MPOBOIWIIA BpeMs
Tak cTpaHHO. Eif Ka3ajaock, 4TO BO BCEM IPOMaTHOM JOME Obl-
JIa TOJIKO OJTHA OHA — MaJICHbKasl IEBOYKa B YEPHOM ILJIAThUIIEL,
OpojMBIIIasi BHU3 U BBEPX IO JIECTHUIIAM, 11O IIIMPOKUM WU y3-
KHMM KOPUAOpPaM, 0 KOTOPbIM HUKTO, KPOME Hee, HUKOT/Ia He XO-
TIVLIT.

Ecnu ObUTO MOCTPOEHO CTOJIBKO KOMHAT, TO B HHMX, BEpPOSIT-
HO, KWJIM JIIOIW KOTJ1a-TO, HO Tenepb MOBCIOAY ObLIO Tak IMYCTO,
YTO €l He BEPUJIOCh, OYTO 3TO MOIJIO ObITh TaK HA CAMOM JIeJie.

Korna ona no6pasiack 10 BTOpOTO 3Taka, eid B3IyMaioch Mo-
BEPHYTh PYUYKYy OJIHOW M3 JiBepei. Bce iBepu ObUIM 3aTBOPEHBI,
Kak el ckazaia Muccuc MeJUIoK, M OHa B3sJ1ach 32 PYyUYKY OJIHOM
u noBepHyJia ee. OHa HEMHOTO HMCITyTrajach, KOrJa MOYyBCTBO-
BaJIa, UYTO pyYKa MOBEPHYJACh OYEHb JIETKO M UTO MPU TIEPBOM



TOJTYKE cama JIBEPb MEJIEHHO U TSKEJIO OTBOPUIIACH. DTO Oblia
MacCUBHasl IBepb, KOTOpasi Besia B OOJbIIyIo criasibHio. Ha cre-
Hax OBUTH TKaHble 000U, a OKOJIO CTEeH CTOsisIa MeOesb C MHKPY-
cTaluey — Takasl, Kakylo oHa yacto Buaia B Muauu. lupo-
KO€ OKHO CBUHIIOBBIM TEPETIETOM BHIXOHIIO B CTEIIb, a HAJ| Ka-
MHHOM BHUCEJ €lle OWH MOPTPET YONOPHOM HEKPACUBOM Jie-
BOUKH, KOTOpast, Ka3aJIoCh, IIisiesia ¢ OCJIBIITUM JTIOOOBITCTBOM,
yeM Ipex/e.

— BeITh MOXeT, OHa KOra-HUOY/Ib Criaja 3/1ech, — CKazaia Me-
pu. — OHa Tak CMOTPUT Ha MEHsI, 4TO 51 ceOsl YyBCTBYIO KaK-TO
CTPaHHO.

[Tocne 3TOr0 OHa OTKpbUIA €llle HECKOJbKO JBepel, MOTOM
ere Heckoybko. OHa BUjIeNa CTOIbKO KOMHAT, YTO Havasla ycTa-
BaTh, W pEIIWa, YTO WX, BEPOSATHO, ObUIAa COTHS, XOTS OHA
1 He cunTajia. Bo Bcex KoMHaTax ObLIM CTapbie KAPTUHBI HJTH CTa-
pble TKaHble 000M CO CTPAHHBIMH HM300pAKEHUSIMHU, U TOUYTU
B KaK/I011 KOMHaTe Obljla cTpaHHast MeOesb U CTpaHHbIE YKpallie-
HUSL.

B onHOV KOMHaTe, MOXOXeW Ha JaMCKuid Oymyap, o0ou Obl-
7 GapxaTHble, a B HIKA(PUUKE CTOSIO OKOJIO COTHU MaJIeHbKUX
CJIOHOB, BBITOUEHHBIX U3 CIIOHOBOW KOCTHU. Bce oHu ObuM pas-
JIMYHOY BEJIMUWHBI, M Y HEKOTOPBIX Ha CITMHAX ObUTH TaJIAHKU-
HBI WM TTOTOHIIMKYA. Mepu Bujiena Takve Belndyku B MHaum;
OTKPBIB /IBepb IIKa(UMKa, OHA CTajla Ha MaJeHbKYIO CKAMEEUKY
¥ Havasia urpath uMu. Koraa eii 3To Hajgoeno, oHa paccTaBuiia
CJIOHOB B TIPEKHEM TIOPSIIKE W 3aTBOPUIIA JIBEPh MIKahUIHKa.



Bponss mo QIMHHBIM KOpUAOpPaM M HEKWIBIM KOMHATam,
OHA He BCTPETWJIa HU OJIHOTO MBOT'O CYIIIECTBA, HO B 9TOM KOM-
Hate yBHJaJia ero.

[locne Toro kak JAeBOYKa 3aTBOpWiA [Beply WIKaduuka,
OHa YCJIbIIIaJIa KaKoW-TO JIerkui mopox. OHa BCKOUYMIIA U cTana
OCMaTpYBaTh CTOSIBIIMK y KAMUHA TUBaH, OTKYy/Aa TOT IIOPOX
cabimancs. B yrny nuBana nexana 6apxatHast TIOQyIIKa, B KOTO-
poil OblIa AbIpa, a U3 STOHM AbIPHI BHIIVISAbIBAIA KPOXOTHAS TO-
JIOBKA C Mapoil UCIYTaHHbIX IJ1a3.

Mepu ocCTOpOXHO TofoLUIA MOMIAAeTh. biectamme rnasa
MIPUHAJIE KA MaJIEHbKOM CEPOM MBIIIH, KOTOpasl MPOrphi3ia
JbIPY B IOAYUIKE U YCTPOMJIA TaM Xk WJibe. Bo3ne Hee nexano 1ie-
CTEpO CHSLIMX MBIIIIAT.

— Ecmu Op1 oHM He Mcmyraimch, 51 Obl UX B3s1a ¢ COOOM, —
ckazasna Mepu.

Oma Tak gonaro 6poaua Mo JOMy, UTO OUY€Hb yCTala U BEpHY-
Jack o6parHo. [IBa-Tpu pa3a oHa 3a0TyIuIach, MOBEPHYB HE TY-
1a, Kyla CIeoBalo, U €d MPUIIIOCh OpOAWTh B3al W BIepe[
N0 KOpUAOpaMm, MOKa OHa He Iorajia B TOT, Ky/la el HajJo Obl-
J0. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHa OUyTWJIaCh HA TOM 3TaXe, IJIe KUa,
HO Ha HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSIHUM OT CBOEW KOMHAThl U HE cpasy
MOI7Ia pa3o0parh, Ie OHA HAXOOHIACh.

— MHe Kaertcs, 51 ONATh MOBEpHYyJIa HE Ty/a, Ky/aa Cle/loBa-
JIO, — CKa3aJla OHA BCIIYX, CTOSl B KOHIIE KOPOTKOTO KOPUAOpPA
C TKaHBIMM 000sIMM Ha cTeHax. — He 3Hato, kyna unru. Kak tuxo
BCIOY !



Ona enie crosuyla TaM M He ycrena elie KOHYUTh (ppasbl,
KaK THUIIUHY BAPYr HApyIIMJ 3BYK. DTO OMATh ObUT KpHK,
HO HEMOXOXMI Ha TOT, KOTOPBII OHA CIIbIIIAJIA IPOILION HOYBIO.
3710 ObUT OTPHIBUCTHIN KPUK — KAIIPU3HBINA BU3T peOeHKa, MOy-
3aryleHHbIA CTeHAMU.

— D10 OnMmke, 4YeM ObLIO TOr/a, — cKaszana Mepu, cepatie Ko-
TOPO#1 3a0UJIOCh CUJIbHEE, — U 3TO I1ay. — OHa HeYassHHO JOTPO-
HYyJIaCh PYKOM JI0 KOBpa U MCIYraHHO OTCKoumia Hazall. Kosep
MPUKPBIBAT COOOI0 IBEPh, KOTOPAst OTBOPHIIACK; 32 ITOU JIBEPHIO
OBLJIO MPOJOIIKEHNE KOPUIOPA, IO KOTOPOMY I1a MUcchc Men-
JIOK CO CBSI3KOH KJIIOUEH B PyKe U C CEPAUTHIM BbIPAKEHUEM JIU-
na.

— Tel 4TO 37€CH NIENaeiib? — COpoCcUiia OHa, CXBaTuB Mepu
3a PyKy ¥ OTTAIllVB ee B CTOpOHY. — S uTo TeOe roBopuia?

— 51 noBepHy/1a He B TOT KOpUIOp, — OOBsicHWIa Mepu. —
¢l He 3HaNa, KyJa UITH, M YCIIbIIIAa, 4YTO KTO-TO TUIaver.

B 31y MuHYyTY OHa BO3HEHaBH/IE/1a MUCCUC MeUIoK, HO B cJie-
AYIOIIyI0 MUHYTY BO3HEHABH IENA ee ere OOoJIbIIe.

— Tbl HUUErO TaKOro HE CiIbIXaja, — cKa3asia IKoHOMKaA. — [1oii-
1M K ceOe B AETCKYIO, He TO 51 TeOsl OTAepy 3a YIIU.

Omna cxBaruiia ee 3a pyKy, Tallla U TOJIKasi o KOPUIopY, MOKa,
HAKOHEIl, He BTOJIKHYJIA B €¢ COOCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY.

— A Tenepsp, — CKazaja OHa, — Thl JIy4llle CU]H, IJle TPUKa3a-
HO, He To Tebs 3anpyT. Muctep KpaBeH noskeH B3sTh TeOe Ty-
BEPHAHTKY, Kak oderai. 3a ToO0 HaJI0 CTPOTO MPUCMATPUBATh,
a'y MeHs 1 Tak padOThI TOBOJIBHO.



OHa BblIIILIa U3 KOMHATBI, TPOMKO XJIOIHYB JABEPbI0. Mepu ce-
Jla Ha KOBEp BO3Jie KaMKHa, BCs OrenHas ot raeBa. OHa He 3a-
TUIaKasia, Ho 3acKpexerasa 3yoamu.

— Kro-t0 naaxan... naakaa... naaxan, — ckazana oHa cede
camon.

OnHa mBakIpl CIbIIIAIA KPUK U PENInia, YTO KOTaa-HUOYIb
y3HaeT, B 4eM Jeyo. B 3T0 yTpo OHa yxke y3Haja MHOIoe.
Ona uyBcTBOBasa ce0s Tak, OyATO COBEpIIMIA IMHHOE MyTe-
IIECTBUE U, BO BCSIKOM CJIyyae, HEMHOI'O Pa3BJIEKJIACh: OHA yCIIe-
Jla IOUTPaTh KOCTSIHBIMU CJIOHAMU Y BUJIENA CEPYIO MBIIIb C JIe-
TEHBIIIAMH B HOPKE B 0apXaTHOM MOJIYIIIKe.
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I'naBa VIII

Yepes nBa AHA NOCyE 3TOro, Koraa Mepu mpocHy/1ach yTpoM,
OHa cefvac e cella B IOoCTen U no3Baiia Mapry:

— [Nocmotpu-ka Ha crenb! [TocmoTpu-Ka.

Joxp mpekpaTuics, a odnaka yHecjao BeTpoM. Berep Toxe
yTHX, HaJl CTENBIO BBICUJICS SIPKO-TONTy00ii cBOJ HeOa. Mepu HuU-
KOTJIa a’ke He CHUJIOCh, UYTO He0o ObIBaeT Takoe roiayooe. B 1H-
auv HeOo Bceraa ObUIO TOYHO PACKaJIeHHOE, a 3/1eCh OHO ObLIO
TaKOTO SIPKO-TOIYOOTro IBETa, YTO Ka3ajJoCch KAKUM-TO UYJHBIM,
OrecTsmuM, Oe3I0HHBIM 03€POM; TaM U CSIM, BHICOKO B 9TOM T'0-



JyOOM CBOJIe, HOCHJIUCh MaJIeHbKHe Oeible TIepUCThie 00JlauKa.
[MIupokuii mpoCTOp CTENU TOXe ObUT MATKO-TOIYOOH, a He Mpayd-
HO-OarpsiHbIi WK CEpPBIT.

— Jla, 6yps mpornuia, — paJoCTHO cka3zaia Mapra. — Bceerna
OBIBaCT TaK B TO BpeMsl rojia — 3a HOUb BCE IMPOXOIUT, KaK OyjI-
TO OypW HHKOI/Ia He ObUIO M HUKOTJAa He Oyaer. DTO MoToMy,
410 BecHa uzaeT. OHa elle AajieKo, HO BCe-TaKU UJIET.

— A s tymana, 9yto B AHIJIMU BCer/a JA0K/Ib U BCEria XMypo, —
ckazana Mepu.

— O, Her! — cka3ama Mapra. — B Mopkmmpe, Korja fcHO,
TO siCHee, YeM Be3jie Ha cBeTe. $1 Tebe roBopuIia, 4To Thl IPUBBIK-
HElllb U CTaHelIb JIIOOUTH CTerlb. Thl TOIKO MO0k N — YBUAUIIIb,
KaK 3aIBETYyT 30JIOTUCTHIN JIPOK, U BEPECK, U MyPITypHbIE KOJIO-
KOJIBYMKU; CTAHYT OPXaTh 0a00UKH, 32KykKKAT ITUETbI U 3aTOI0T
kaBopoHkH. Torga TeGe 3axoueTcst BCTaTh HA PaccBeTe U OBITh
LeJIbIi IeHb B CTEMNH, Kak jenaeT Hail J[uKkoH.

— A MOHO OyeT MHe TIOUTHU Tyza? — C TIOOOMBITCTBOM CITPO-
cuita Mepw, 71517151 B OKHO Ha TOyO0i TpoCTop.

— He 3Hat0, — otBeTria Mapra. — MHe Kaxercs, 4To Thl OT po-
1y He TMOJb30BajlaCh CBOMMHU HOTaMU, Thl HE MOIJIA Obl IPOUTU
AT MWIb. [0 HAIIero KOTTeka Beb MSITh MUJIb.

— MHe xoTesnoch Obl BUZIETH Balll KOTTEIK, — CKa3zaia Mepu.

Mapra ¢ cekyH/ly NpPUCTAJIbHO IJIsiieIa Ha Hee, IOTOM CHOBa
B3sUIaCh 32 CBOM IIETKU M CTajla YUCTUTh KAMUHHYIO PEIIeTKY.
Ona nomymMana, 4To B 9Ty MUHYTY MaJieHbKOE HEKpPacUBOE JIU-
YUKO JIEBOUKH BOBCE HE Ka3aJIOCh TAKMM KHUCJIBIM, KaK B TO yTpO,



KOTJIa OHA BIIEPBbIE YBUJIEIA €e.

— 41 ciporry Moo Math, — ckazana oHa. — OHa Bceraa HauzieT
croco0 caenarh uto Hago. CeromHsi — Mot eHb, ¥ MEHS OTITyC-
KaioT gomoil. S1 ouenb paga! Muccuc Meaniok odeHb yBakaer
MOIO MaTh, MOXET ObITh, OHA C HEI0 TIOTOBOPHT.

— 41 moGmo TBOO MaTh, — cKa3aia Mepu.

— Eine Ob1! — ckazana Mapta, npoaoskas YUCTUTb.

— $1 ee HUMKOI/IA HE BUAANa, — ckazaina Mepu.

— KoneuHo, Het, — orBeTWIa Mapra, — HO OHa Takasi yMHasi,
padoTsmas, 1oopasi, OonpsTHas, YTO ee JOOAT BCe, KTO BUJIEI
¥ KTO He Bujiell. Korja s ujty 10Mo¥ 1Mo cTen, sl phIraio OT pa-
JOCTH.

— 51 mo6mo u Jlukona, — nodaBmiia Mepu, — a 51 ¥ ero HUKorja
HE BU/IANA.

— 4 yxe roBopuia tebe, — ropao ckaszana Mapra, — 4TO ero
TOOSIT Y TITUIIbI, Y 3AMI1Ibl, U JUKUE OBIIbL, M JasKe JTUCHIIbL. 3Ha-
eIllb JIK, O YeM sI TyMaio, — I00aBUIa OHA, COCPEJOTOUEHHO TJIsI-
51 Ha IGBOYKY, — IOHPABWJIACh OBl ThI [{lUKOHY Mn HeT?

— He nonpasuiack Obl, — ckazaia Mepu CBOMM YOIIOPHBIM,
XOJIOIHBIM TOHOM. — $1 HUKOMY He HpPaBJIOCh.

— A cama cebGe Thl HpaBHIIIbcsi? — cripocuiia Mapra, kak Oyaro
el Ha caMoM JieJie HaJlo ObLIO 3HATH 3TO.

Mepu ¢ cekyHy KoseOaiach, Kak Obl 0OlyMbIBasi OTBET.

— Her... coBcem He HpaBmock, — 0TBeTHIIa OHa. — Ho /10 cux
TIOp $1 HUKOTJIA He ymajia 00 STOM.

Mapra ynuia, Kak TobKo nogasia Mepwu ee 3aBrpak. Eit npen-



CTOSUJIO TIPOUTH TISAITh MUJIb TIO CTEMH, YTOOBI 10OPATHCSI 10 CBO-
€ro KOTTeKa.

3Has, uto Mapta ymuia, Mepu nouyBcTBoBajia ceOsi 0COOEH-
HO onrHOKOM. OHa OBICTPO BhIOEKANA B Cajl M CHavasia odesxana
JecsATh pa3 BOKPYT (DOHTaHa; el cTajio HeMHoro Becesee. [lorom
OHa OTIpaBWJIach B (PPYKTOBHIY call M TaMm yBuzena bena, koro-
pBIii padoTai ¢ IByMsI ApyruMHu cafoBHUKamHu. [lepemena moro-
Jbl, OYEBHU/IHO, XOPOILIO MOAEUCTBOBAJIA HA HETO, U OH CaM 3aro-
BopuJI ¢ Mepu.

— Becna unert, — ckazai oH. — Uyenib ee 3anax?

Mepu noHoxana BO3yX.

— TlaxHeT 4eM-TO XOpPOUIMM, CBEXUM M BJIAKHBIM, — CKa3a-
JIa OHa.

— D10 3eMulell maxHeT, — 00bsicHII beH. — BoH Tam, B 1Ber-
HHMKaX, CKOpPO BCE 3allEeBEIUTCS B TEMHOTE, o[ 3eMJei. ComnHie
IpeeT, U Thl YBUJMILb, KAK U3-T10J] 3eMJIM CKOPO CTAHYT MOKAa3bl-
BaTbCsl 3€JIEHbIE OCTPHUSI. ..



— A dt0 3710 OyzeT? — cnpocuiia Mepw.

— INoncHexxHMKYM, HapuuUcchl. .. Thl MX Korga-HUOYIbL BHjEa?

— Her. B ngun Bce 3eJieHO, U TEIUIO, U BJIAXKHO ITOCJIE J0-
Kaer. MHe KaxeTcsl, UTO TaM BCE BbIPacTaeT B OJHY HOYb.

— Her, 310 He BhIpacTeT B OfIHy HOYb, — cKa3al beH. — Tebe
MPUIETCS KIATh U CJEIUTH!

— byny, — orBetuna Mepu.

Ckopo oHa ycJbliana MArKUM HIeIecT KPblIbEeB U Cpasy J1ora-
JaJiack, 4TO 3TO OMSTh MpuJieTea MaIMHOBKA. OHa Obljla OUueHb
XJIONOTJIMBA U BECEJIA, MTpbIrajia BO3JIe CaMbIX HOI MepH U, CKJI0-
HUB rOJIOBKY HaOOK, TaK XUTPO IJIsA/iela Ha Hee, YTo Mepu cripo-
cwia bena:

— Bel gymaere, oHa MEHS IOMHUT?

— [lomuut ! — Heronyome BockJIMKHYI ben. — Jla oHa 3Ha-
€T BCAKYIO KOUEpBIKKY B OBpare, He TOJIbKO Jozier. OHa 31ech
HUKOTI/Ia HE BUJIAJIa MAJIEHbKOW JEBOYKH, U €1 XOUETCs BCE pas3-
y3HATh PO TEOS. . .

— A B TOM cafty, IIe OHa JKUBET, TOKE BCE IIEBEJIUTCS MOJ] 3EM-
neun? — cnpocuia Mepu.

— B kakom cany? — npoBopuas beH, onsaTh CTaB yrpioMbIM.

— A TamMm, rjie po30Bble KyCThl. — MepH He MoIia yaepxarbcs
OT 3TOr0 BOMPOCA, MOTOMY UYTO €/ CTPAIIHO XOTEJIOCh y3HaTh. —
Tam Bce LIBETHI YMEPJIU WM HEKOTOPbIE 0XKMBAIOT JIeTOM? A po-
3bl TaM €CTh?

— Cnpocu y Hee, — cka3ai ben, A1BUHYB IJIEYOM B HarpasJie-
HUY MaJMHOBKU. — OHa ofiHa 31O 3HaeT. TaM yxe AecsaTh JieT



HUKTO He ObIBaJI.

Mepu nopymaina, 4To AECATh JIeT — OuYeHb JOJTUH CPOK.
OHa poawiach LIEJIbIX JECATH JIET TOMY Ha3aj.

Ona otormia, MeajaeHHo coodpakas. OHa HaYMHANA JTIOOUTh
cajl, Kak monoounia nTuuky, u JIukona, u matb Maptel. OHa Ha-
yrHaIa MoouTh 1 Mapty Toxe. Eil ka3zanoch, 4To oHa JIIOOHUT
OYECHb MHOTHUX JIOJICH, B 0COOEHHOCTH IIOTOMY, YTO HE TIPUBBIK-
7a moouTh HUKOro. (OHa 1 O MTUYKE Aymalia Kak O YeJIOBeKe.)

OHna BbIIUIA HA JIOPOKKY BO3JI€ 3apOCIIEH TUIIOIIOM CTEHBbI,
HaJl KOTOPOW BUAHEJNCh BEPXYIIKU JIEPEBbEB, U, KOTJA MIPOXO-
JIAJIA TI0 Hell BO BTOPOM pa3, ¢ Hel CIIyYUIoCh HEUTO MHTEPECHOE
W yIMBUTENIbHOE, U Bce Omaronapsi ntuuke bena Yarepcradda.

Mepwu ycplmana medeTaHbe NTHIB 1, ITOCMOTpeB Ha 0OHa-
KEHHYI0 KJIyMOY CJIeBa, YBUjIeia MAIMHOBKY, KOTOpasi Mphiraja
¥ JIeJiajia BUJI, YTO BBITACKUBAET YTO-TO U3 3€MJIU, KaK OY/ITO Ke-
Jlas J0Ka3ate Mepu, uTo BOBCe He crieioBaa 3a Hew. Ho Mepu
3HaJIa, YTO OHa IIIJIa CJIEIOM 32 HEl0, U 3TO HAMOIHUIIO €€ TaKUM
BOCTOPIOM, YTO OHa J1aXke 3aJpoxaa.

— Tol momHMIIL MeHs1! — BOCKJIMKHYJA OHA. — [lomMHMIIIb!
Tbl KpacuBee Bcero Ha cere!

Mepu 6onTana u MaHWIA ITUYKY, 4 ITUYKA MPhITaJia U Y pu-
KaJla, TOYHO pa3roBapuBasi C HEl.

[IBeTouHast kiaymOa Obula He COBCeM OOHa)KeHA; Ha OJIHOM
KOHIIE €€ pocjia TpyIma KyCcTOB, U KOIJa MaJMHOBKA IpbIraia
MexX HUMU, Mepu 3amMeTusIa, UTo OHA MepenphirHy/ia 4yepe3 Ma-
JIEHBKYIO KYYKY CBEXEB3PBITON 3eMJIH. 3eMJist ObliIa B3phITA 10~



TOMY, 4TO co0aKa crapajiach MOMMAaTh KPOTa U BBIPbLIA JJOBOJIb-
HO TIIyOOKYIO 5IMY.

Mepu mocmoTpesia Ha 3TO, He 3Has Jaxe, KakuM 00pa3om
TaM OKa3ajach sIMa, U BAPYT YBUJIEJA HEUTO, IIOYTH COBCEM ITPU-
KPBITOE CBEKEBCKOMAHHOW 3eMJleil. DTO ObLJIO HEUTO TMOXOXkKee
Ha pKaBOE JKeJe3HOe WJIM MEJHOE KOJbIO; KOrja MaJIUHOBKA
B3JIeTeNIa Ha JIepeBo, Mepu MpoTsHy/Ia PyKY U MOJAHSIA KOJBIIO.
Oxkazasioch, 4TO 3TO HE KOJIBIIO, & CTapbli KJII0Y, KOTOPBIU, [TOXO-
e, OUeHb JIOJToe BpeMsi ObLT 3apbIT B 3eMJIE.

Mepu mnomgHssach M C WCHOYTaHHBIM JIMIIOM TOTJIsiesa
Ha KJTI0Y, BUCEBIIINI y HEE Ha TaJIbIIE.

— OH, MOXeT ObIThb, ObUI 3apbIT LIEJBIX JECATH JIET, — CKa3aia
OHa IIIEITOTOM. — DTO, MOKET OBITh, KJIIOY OT TOro caja!









I'nasa IX

Mepu nonroe BpeMsi CMOTpeJia Ha KJII0Y, BepTesia ero Bo Bce
CTOpOHBI U Bce TyMasia 0 HeM. Kak ye ObUIO CKa3aHO Mpeskie,
OHa He ObLTa TAKMM PeOEHKOM, KOTOPOTO MPUYYMJIN CITPaIlu-
BaTh MO3BOJICHUSI WJI COBETA CTAPIIMX OTHOCUTEIBHO Yero Obl
TO HU ObUI0. OHa ymMana O KJo4e TOJbKO TO, YTO €C/M 3TOT
KJIIOY OT 3aIepToro cajia v €cjv OHa Morvia Obl OTBICKATh KaJIUT-
KY, TO MOHO ObUIO OBl OTHIEPETH €€ ITUM KJIIOUOM, TIOCMOTPETH,
YTO HAXOAUTCS 3a CTEHaMH M YTO CIIyYHJIOCh CO CTAphIMHU PO30-
BBIMH KyCTaMH.

Eii oueHb XOTe0Ch BUAETh ITOT CaJ] TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO OH
ObLJT 3aMepT Takoe Aoaroe Bpems. Eii Ka3zanock, 4To 9TOT caj Ka-
KOW-TO OCOOEHHBIN U UTO B TEUEHHUE IECSITU JIET TaM JIOJIKHO Obl-
JIO TIPOU30MTH HeuTo yauBuTesbHOe. Kpome Toro, oHa aymaia,
YTO €CJIU CaJ] i TIOHPABUTCS, TO MOKHO Oy/IeT XOIUTh TyJa Kak-
JBIIA [IeHb, 3aMUPaTh 32 COOOM KAIUTKY U UTPATh COBCEM OHOM.



HukTo He 3Hau Obl, T/Ie OHA, TOTOMY UTO BCE yMautu Obl, UTO Ka-
JIMTKA 3arlepTa U KJI0Y 3aphiT B 3eMJII0. DTa MBIC/Ib OYEHb T10-
HpaBWJIach €.

OHa kuJia IOYTH OfiHa B OOJIBIIIOM JIOME C COTHEM TAMHCTBEH-
HBIX 3alepThIX KOMHAT M HE HAXOMWIa HUYEro, YTO MOIJIO Obl
3aHATh WM Pa3Biiedb €€, U UIMEHHO 3TO PACIIEBEIIUIO ee JIpe-
MABIIUI MO3T ¥ pa3Oyauiio ee BOOOpaxeHue. ITomMy, KOHEUHO,
HEMaJIO CMIOCOOCTBOBAJ U UMCTHIN, OOAPSAIIHMA, CBEXUNA BO3IYX
crer. B lnauu Mepwu Bcerna ObUIO JKapKo M OHA Bceraa Obuia
Takas BsJias v cjabasi, YTO y Hee He BOHMKAJIO HUKAKUX KeJla-
HUIA, 371ECh K€ el XOTeJIOCh Clie/iaTh YTO-HUOY/ b HOBOE.

OHa MoyIoXkujIa KJIIo4Y B KapMaH U CTajla XOAUTb B3aJl U BIie-
pen nio popoxke. [To Held, Ka3aaoch, HUKTO HUKOI/IA HE TIPOXO-
i, KpoMe Mepu, 1 OHa MOIJIa TIPOXaKMBAThCsl OYeHb MejIJIeH-



HO, IJISI/Isl Ha CTEHY WJIM, JIydllle CKa3aTh, HA MOKPBIBABIIMI ee
TUTIONI. DTOT IUTIONT COMBAJI €€ C TOJIKY: CKOJIbKO OHA HH IJIsifIeNna,
OHA HUYEro He BUjENa, KpOMe YacThIX OJECTSIIUX TEMHO-3€eJ1e-
HBIX JIUCTheB. OHa OblJIa OUeHb pa30YapoBaHa; el Ka3aaoch Hesle-
IIBIM TO, YTO OHA TaK OJIM3KO W HE MOXET BOUTU BHYTPb. C KIIIO-
YOM B KapMaHe OHA OTIPABUJIACh IOMOM, PEIINB, YTO BO BPEM
IPOTryJIOK Bcerja OyleT HOCUTh €ro B KapMaHe, YTOObl ObITh TO-
TOBOM, €CJIA OHA HAUJIET CKPBITYIO KAJIUTKY.
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