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I'maBa Ne 1

VBuzeB Ha opore KBapTUPbl HOBOTO T'OCTS, 1 Jaxe He yauBuiIack. CHavaia Ha CBA3b CO MHON
BBIIIIEN b, MOTOM MPOSBUIACH TOTOMCTBEHHAS BE/IbMa B MATOM MOKOJICHUH, TeNepb BOT OPK.

Kazasock Obl, camast oxofsiiasi KOMIaHus st aBTopa (aHTe3u, ecm Obl He OJIHO MaJieHb-
KOe, HO Takoe BaKHOe «HO». Bce 3To mpoucxonuio He B ¢paHTa3uu, He B aBTOPCKOM BbIIyMaHHOM
MHpE, a B PeaIbHOCTH.

U ecnm 16 v BeibMa OKa3avCh NETMKATHBIMU M 3asiBUJIM O ceOe M CBOUX MPETEH3MSIX C
nomolipio MIHTepHeTa, TO OpK pelul 3asiBUTHCS CaM.

B npuninune, oxumaemo. [I1s ero tumnaxka Takoe HaxpanucToe MoBe/leHre OYeHb J1aXke MOIX0-
IIAT.

S co B31OXOM MOKOCMIach Ha OOKaJl KPAaCHOTO BMHA B CBOEW pyke — H-/1a, €CJIM HeJleNsl He
3a]1aJ1ach C TIOHE/IENIbHUKA, TITYTIO ObLIIO PACCUMTHIBATD, UTO B IIATHUILY BEUEPOM MOXKHO PACCIa0UThCS
Y OTJIOXHYTb.

Crowsio OTrpeMeTh HOBOTOJHUM CaJII0TaM, KaK HayaJUCh OTYETHI, 4 BMECTE C HUMHU U HEp-
BOTpemnKa. A ellle MeHsI HAaKOHEell-TO MPUIIIACKUIA TOCMOTPETh Ha KBApTUPY, IOCTPOUKY KOTOPOU $1
JKJIaJia EJIBIX ABa rofa, YToObl ITOHATH, YTO €AUHCTBEHHOE, YTO B HEM CIEJIAHO KAYeCTBEHHO U3 OIlIa-
YEeHHBIX YCIIYT — 9TO KUPNUYHAs Ki1ajaka. [1o kpaitHeil Mepe, st HaJieloch XOTs Obl Ha 9TO, TIOTOMY 4TO
BCE OCTaJIbHOE — 00JIb, TIeYasb U JieHbI' Ha BeTep. Hy a BloOaBOK KO BCeM KOCSIKaM, B TBOPUECKOM
KU3HU y MEHS TOKa TOXe He OUeHb ITIafKo. MeHs MOJICTaBWIM M OCTAaBUJIM B OJIMHOYECTBE pa3Ou-
paThbCsl ¢ BO3HUKIIIEH MPOOIEMON.

Heno B ToM, 4TO Ou3aiiHEp, KOTOPOMY s 3aKa3asia OOJIOKKY JJIs OJHOTO M3 CBOMX POMAHOB,
UCTIONb30BaJla He CTOKOBbIe (hoTtorpaduu, a peaibHbIX ofnei. [a, oHM uaeasbHO MOIXOAWIN IO
TUIMaXy — XyJOIIaBbIi MapeHb C JUaJeMOi Ha TOJIOBE BHIITIsIAE OUYeHb IMOX0KUM Ha 31Tb(a, a phike-
BOJIOCasl JIEBYIIKA — HA XUTPYIO BeAbMY. DTO ObUIM JBa IJIABHBIX Ieposi U3 TpexX. TpeTbuM B 3TOM
KOMITAaHUY BBICTYTIAJI TPO3HBIM, HO CcripaBeiuBbIi OpK. O0JI0)KKa MHE OYEeHb IMOHPABWJIACh, HO HE
ycriesa OHa M HECKOJIbKMX JTHeW MPOBUCETh Ha CaiiTe, rlie s pa3MeIllalo KHUTH, KaK criepBa KO MHe TI0
CKAiIy MpHIIIeN BBISICHATbh OTHOIIGHUS TOT CaMblil 91k, a yepes ieHb — Ta caMasi BebMa.

[oHsATHS He WMel, KaK OHM y3HaIM ceOsl Ha OOJIOXKKe TOcie JierKoro (hoTomona, U Kak
BOOOIIIE 3aMETUIIN 3Ty OOJIOKKY, HO TIOCJIe OJITUX U U3HYPUTEJIbHBIX TIEPErOBOPOB KOH(IIMKT yria-
JI0Ch 3aMATh. OTYACTH OMOIJIO TO, YTO MBI BCE OKa3aJIMCh U3 OJHOIO rOpoJa U BCEM HaM B JIETCTBE
yCread BHYIIUTh, YTO 3eMJISIKOB HE 3aKaIlbIBAIOT, UM MO BO3MOKHOCTH ITOMOTAIOT.

Sl npuHecna n3BMHeHUs, yopasa ¢ caiiTa OOJIOKKY M 3aKa3ajia HOBYIO Y JIDYroro Ju3aiHepa.

A crycTsl HECKOJIBKO AHEW (] CHOBa MHE Hamucall.

Ha sTot pa3 on gaBan oduimaibHOe paspelieHre UCIoiIb30BaTh Ha 00JI0KKe CBO 00pas, eciu
B3aMeH 1 Oy/ly peKOMEH/IOBAaTh CBOMM UHUTATEJISIM ITOKYIIaTh y HEro quajaemMsl. He cymeB npe/icTaBuTh
HU OJJHOI CBOEH YMTATeIbHUIIbI C MPUYYIJIUBBIM OOOJKOM Ha TOJIOBE, 51 OTKAa3aJach OT CHENKH — K
CUACTBIO, YIAJIOCh OOOUTUCH O€3 BOSHUKHOBEHUSI 0Yara HOBOro KOH(JIMKTA.

Hemano MeHs1 ynuBuUIIO, 4TO CITyCTSI HECKOJIBKO JIHEW JeBYIIIKA-BeIbMa TOXe CHOBA BBIIILIA HA
cBsa3b. Ho, B OoTIMuMe OT pacueTiMBOro 3bga, OHa MO3BOIUJIA MCHOIL30BaTh CBOoU hoTorpacduu
MPOCTO TaK, 0e3 KaKux-JMOo ycmoBui. S moOiarogapuia JeBYIIKY, HO TOXKE BEKJIMBO OTKA3aJIach:
CBOIO BeIbMY I YK€ IIPeACTaBIsjIa He TaK.

INoka HOBBI TU3aiiHEp padOTaT HaJ HOBOW OOJIOXKKOM, sI BCE TMOJCITYIHO XKJaJjia, KOrjua xe
noxaiyet opk. I[lotom permia, 4to ero oopa3 U3 Kakoro-To MHOCTPaHHOTO (PUJIbMA M YCTIOKOMJIACh.
He BceM ke akTUBHO OpPOIUTD [0 MPOCTOPAM CETH U KUTh B MOEM TOpojie, MYCTh 1aXe OH U OOJIbIIION.

CnoBOM, HEpBHasl y MEHS BbAAJIACh HENIENIbKA, YTO U CKa3aTh.

[Tpubexar cerogHsi ¢ paboTHI, 51 BKJIIOYMIIa HOYTOYK M IJIECHYJ1a B OOKaJl HEMHOTO BUHA, YTOOBI
YCIIOKOMTBCS ¥ COTPEThCsl. 3UMa HAaKOHEII-TO BCIIOMHUIIA, YTO 3TO ee Mopa M Pellinia 3asiBUTh O cede
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HE TOJBKO CHEroM, HO M MOPO30M. A 51 HAKOHEII-TO TIOHSJIA, YTO CMYIIAJO MEHs B MOEM HOBOM
poMaHe, ¥ Crelmia MOAKOPPEKTUPOBATh STOT MOMEHT, TIOKa 03apeHHe CHOBA HE YCKOJIB3HYJIO. A TO
BWJIbHET KaIllPU3HBIM PBIKMM XBOCTOM, U JKAU €r0 TIOTOM BHOBBD!

TosbKo 51 cena 3a CToJ, TOIBKO coOpasach MopadoTaTh, U BAPYT 3BOHOK. . .

[NonsTHS HE MMelo, 3a4eM MOoIIUIA OTKpbIBaTh. HUKOTO He % 1asa, ycrana, Obuia TBEpIO YBepeHa,
YTO KTO-TO MPOCTO OMIMOCS BEPHIO, HO KaK MOATONKHYJIO YTO-TO. U 51 HEe TONMBKO OTOpBaslach OT
HOYTOYKa U CTPOK B BOP/E, HO ¥ 3aMOK OTKpbLJIa, HE CIIPOCKB, KTO TaM, U MOYEMY-TO HAIIPOUb 3a0bIB
PO IJ1a30K.

U Bor. ..

[Moxanyiicra.

Opk.

Tot camblii, 4TO Ha OOJIOKKE.

Cynst 1o OKPYIJIMBIIMMCS T71a3aM T'OCTSI, OH MJIO paCCUMTHIBAJ HA TO, YTO MBI BCTPETUMCS TaK
Jerko. A ecm OpaTh BO BHUMaHKE CBUCAIOIIUH C ero Iie4a OrPOMHBIN MEIIOK, B KOTOPOM MOH (D9H-
TE3UIHBIE TEPOM HOCWJIM HEJICJIbHBIN 3arac e/ibl, SIBHO TOTOBWJICS K JIONTOM ocajie. XOTsl, BO3MOXKHO,
MEIIOK — 3TO JIEMEHT CUJIOBOM TPEHUPOBKHU, IIOTOMY CTOJIb BHYIIIUTE/IbHbIE TA0APUTHI: METPA JBA B
BBICOTY U MIPUMEPHO METP B INUPUHY, Oe3 MaJIeHIIIero HameKa Ha JKUp, YKa3blBald Ha TO, YTO TEIy
MYKYMHA yIeJIsT Kyaa OoJbliie BHUMAHUsI, YeM efIe.

INo3a rocts, Kak ¥ B3I UCMOATOObs], OblIa HAMIPSKEHHOM: CHJIbHBIE PYKHM CKPEIeHBbl Ha
IPYIM, CUIIbHBIE HOTY PACcCTaBJIEHbl B CTOPOHBI, KaK JIB€ KOJIOHHBIL. YTPOXKAIONIYI0 KAPTUHY JOTMOJI-
HSUUTM 3€JIEHOBATBIN 1IBET KOKHM, OTCYTCTBME BOJIOC HA TOJIOBE, MPHILTIOCHYTHI HOC, BapBapcKas
OfIe/1a, UCKYCHO CJIETUICHHAs U3 PA3HOMACTHBIX KYCKOB TKAHHU M IIIKYP, CKaThle 10 CKPUIIa YeTI0CTH
Y BOMHCTBEHHO TOpUallfie Haj HUKHEN ryOoil 1Ba KJIbIKa.

— Brievatnser, — orieHmIa 1 MAaCKMPOBKY, & 3aMETUB MAaCCHBHBII TOIOP, OTYETIIMBO BUIHEIO-
IIUIACS 32 CIIMHOM MOETo BU3UTEPA, YAbIOHYIach: — Haneoch, Mbl BCe ke perIuM Hallly MaJeHbKYIO
npobieMy 0e3 KpoBu?

o rpo3HOMY PBIKY, pa3iaBleMycsi B OTBET, MOHsJIA, YTO OPK BO3HHUKIIYIO TPOOIeMy MaJieHb-
Kol He cumTaeT. [lombITanack MPUKUHYTh, CKOJIBKO OH MOXET MOoTpeboBaTh jAeHer. [loToM mpuKu-
HYJIa, CKOJIBKO Y MEHSI OCTAJIOCh MOCIe HeAaBHETO MOTalleH I UTIOTEKH. 3a 3TO BpeMsi phlYyaHue OpKa
craJio 6oJiee TPOMKHUM Y TPO3HBIM, a s IOJICUMTaJIA ¥ OCO3HAJIA, YTO OH MPABUIILHO YyBCTBYeT. Bpsin
JIA HaIlly CETOTHSIIHIO BCTPEUY MOKHO Oy[eT CUMTATh YCTIEIITHOM.

A BOT eclii OH COTJIACUTCS TOJOKAATh JI0 3apIUiaThl... VM Bo3pMeT MaHJapUHKaMH, KOTO-
PbIMU $1 3AMOJTHUJIA XOJIOAWIBHUK.. ..

— INocnyiaiite, — 51 Bce e MOCTapajiach 3aMsTh HEJIOBKMII MOMEHT. — [laBaiiTe ¢ Bamu JOro-
BOPHUMCsI, KaK B3POCJIbIE JIIOAIU. . .

Opk mepecrtan pbluath, C CUION BTSHYN B ceOs BO3AYX M TaK CTPAIIHO BBITYYHII 71432, YTO 5
pactepsiiach. IHTepecHO, 3T0 OH COOOpa3uII, YTO ero TeaTpaibHOE BHICTYIUICHHE TaK M O PAHUIUTCS
OJIHUM 3pHTeJieM, [1a ellle U mpoueT 6e3 oriatkl? Vi HaKoOHeI yIOBMIJI apoMaTr M3 KBapTUPHI Ha
MIEpBOM 3Ta’ke, KOTOPBIN 3aCTaBJISUT BCEX JKUTENIEH HAIIEero MoAbe3/1a He JOKHUIATHCS MEIEHHOTO U
CTapeHbKoro Jugra, a 60apO PhICAYUTH TIO JIECTHUIIE M BJIETATh B CBOIO KBAPTHPY C OOJIErYeHHbIM
BBIJIOXOM U CYACTIIMBOH YJIBIOKOM, 1ake eClIM HEMMOBEPHO yCTal Ha paboTe, a JoMa Tpoe KpUJarimx
JIeTel 1 JKeHa C 3arOTOBJIEHHOM CKAJIKOW B pyKe.

Uro HYU TOBOPH, a IBEHA/IIIATh KOTOB Ha OJHY 3JI00HYI0 0a0yIIKY — 9TO OMHO3HAYHO MHOTOBATO
BBIXO/IWT.

W, naBepHOE, OpKa BCTPEBOXKMJI MMEHHO 3arnax. Jlo 3TOro oH CTosij1, MyCTh U HE B HACTPOEHMUH,
HO CIIOKOMHO, a TeTlepb CTaJl MOIepruBaTh MPUILTIOCHYTHIM HOCOM U HEPBHO OTJISIILIBATHCS.

VYenplmap, Kak rae-To CHU3Y CKpUIHYJA JBEpb, a KOUIAYMi 3amax yCUIMJICS, s OTCTYIHIIa
BIJTyOb KOpHIOpA.

— BxoauTe, — npuriacuia 3aMenikaBierocsi rocts. — Oocyaum aeranu. Yaio rnorbeM.
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OpK 3auHTEpecOBaHHO YCTAaBHWJICS Ha OOKal B MOCH pyKe.

— BuHo To)e ecTb, — 100aBUIA 5.

['ocTh ¢ COMHEHUEM XMBIKHYIL.

— Ha onun nenoBoii pa3roBop TOYHO XBATHT, — 3aBEpHIIA 5.

OpK CKJIOHWJ TOJIOBY, Clelal KaKOK-TO CTPaHHBIA JKeCT PYKOW, MOTOM IPHUXKAJICI JTOOM K
KOCSIKY MOMX JIBEpeid, mapy CEKyH[| MOMEeIUTHPOBAJT U IIATHYJ BHYTPb.

— Mup... BaMm, — mpou3HeC HaCOBUTO OH U BBIKMAIONIE YCTABUJICS HA MEHS.

— Taxk cpazy? — oOpaioBanace s1. — Tora 3akpbIBaiiTe JBEPb, OCTABJISIATE CBO TOTIOP U MENIOK,
pasyBaiTech U MUAJIOCTH ITPOCUM.

VKazaB rocTio B HalpaBJeHUH CajbHHU, 51 OCTIEIIIa Ha KyXHIO. Belynuia HauaTyio OyThUIKY
BMHA U3 XOJIOAWJIbHUKA, OBICTPO coopyania Hape3ku. [ToTom BcmoMHmIIa o rabaprtax rocTs U 0 TOM,
YTO MBI y’Ke TIOMUPUJIHCH, U IIIEIPO CO3/1aja TopKy 13 OytepOponoB. Enpa otnpaBuiia nepByio napTuio
B MUKPOBOJIHOBKY, KaK 3a3BOHUJI MOM MOOWJTbHBIM.

— Xenpka! Hy kak Thl TaM? — TOCIBIIANCA B TPYOKe HAIJIBIN rojioc Moero oparia. — XoTb OT
KOTO-TO yKe CXJIONOTaJIa I10 MIANKe WM TBOs apepa Tak U colwia Tede ¢ pyk?

— Kakoe pykonpukiaictBo, AHTOH? — OTMaxHYNach si. — MBI e TBOpUECKHE, MHTEJUTUTEHTHBIE
moau. Hatie opynue — cioBo!

— Cpazy BUIHO, YTO Tl CTPOUMIIb OYEPETHON MOOOBHBI poMaH! — 3apxkan oH. — CTOIBKO
nacoca, CTonbKo HerogoBaHusi! S Ol Jaske MOT PUKUHYTHCS JIOXOM, YCTBIIUTHLCS U TIOBEPUTH TeOe,
eciu Obl BAPYT 3a0bU1, KaK BCE MOE JETCTBO Thl HEMUJIOCEPAHO MEHsI JIymnuJa!

CrpanHoe fiesio: AHTOH ObUT CTOJTb Oe3alabepHbIM, YTO MOT 3a0bITh 000 BceM. U 0 TOM, Kak
30BYT €ro HOBYIO [IEBYIIKY, U O TOM, KaKue MPOLYKTHI €ro Mpocwia KyluTh MO JIOpOre Mama, 1 o
TOM, YTO TIOHE/IENIHUK — 3TO He BOCKPECEHbE, M HaJ0 PaHO BCTaBaTh U MATH Ha padoTy. A BOT O
IBYX IIUIETKAX, KOTOPBIE s eMy KOIZa-TO OTBECHJIA TIO0 MATKOMY MECTY, 3a IBaALATh C JIMIITHAM JIeT
3a0bITh TaK U He cMOT. M1 MHe He MO3BOJISLT TOTO CesaTh, MPUIKMCHIBAS CBOIO JETCKYIO TPAaBMY KO
BCEM CBOMM HBIHEIIHUM OeaM. M monpekast nmpouibIMH, J1a.

— 370 Beapb U3-3a Teds 5 TaK PEeIKO MOSIBIISIICS HA NIKOJIBHBIX YPOKax ! — B TpyOKe MOCIIBIIIAIICS
MOYTH HACTOAIIUI BCXJIUIL. — $1 MPOCTO HE MOT' CIIOKOMHO cuieTh! UTO yIUBUTETBHOTO, €CIU TEeTeph
MHE KaKeTCs CIIPaBeUIMBBIM, YTO KTO-HUOY/b, IYCTh M TaK MO3[JHO, HO OTOMCTHUT 3a MeHs1! Tak uTo,
TepemkoBa, 3aBapyIka Obiia?

— W He Hageiics, — paccTporia KanoOmuka. — M eciy Tbl BCIOMHHMIID e11ie KOe-YTO U3 CBOETO
MEeYaIbHOTO AETCTBA, MOWMEIbh ToueMy. 51 He pa3 TeGe roBOpuIIa, YTO €CIU MOCTAPAThCs U 3aXOTETh,
MOYTH BCe MPOOJIEMBI peIacMBbl.

— U 4ro, 3Ta TONKE? — MPOTSIHY/ pa304apOBaHHO OH. — ThI UTO, OTAENAIACh BOT TaK MPOCTO U
aeuieBo?

— Hy He npocTo, — 1 1ocTajna u3 MUKPOBOJTHOBKH ITOCIIEIHIOI MOPLKMI0 OyTepOPOIOB ¥ OKMHYJIA
B3IVISI0M OyTBUIKY KpacHoOro BuHa. — U He nemieBo, Ho. ..

HerusTHBII OyOHE)K M3 MOel KOMHATHI 3aCTaBUJI TIpepBaTh Oecely ¢ OpaToM U MOCTIEIIUTh K
roctio. [TongxBatuB OyTBHUIKY O/l MBIIIKY, S B35J1a BE TApEJIKM U OTIPABUJIACh HA MUPHBIE TIEPEro-
BOPBHI.

Ho Ha mopore KOMHaThl pe3KO OCTAHOBHUJIACK.

A MoWM 3aMeTaBIIIMecs] MBIC/IM KaK-TO MaJIO HACTPAUBAJIM Ha APYkKOy U MUP.

Maro Toro, 4To roCTh He Pa3yJsicsi ¥ MEIIOK U TOTIOp OCTABHJI HE Y IBEPH, a 3aHEC B KOMHATY!
Maro Toro, YTo BMECTO AMBaHa U Kpeciia OH BHIOpal MOM CTYJI, KOTOPBIH M3-32 O POMHBIX Ta0apUTOB
CHUASINETO Ternephb OMacHO MOCKPUITbIBaT! MaJjio Toro, 4To OH CHJIEJ 32 MOUM CTOJIOM U Tepeji MOHH-
TOPOM MOEro JI0OMMOro HoyTOyka! OH elre U Harjio Yutall To, uto Bujen! CHavyana 4yTh CIBIIIHO
YHTAJI,  3aMETHB MEHSI, — 3HAYUTEIbHO TPOMYE.

— «BHaewsb umo, most 0opozasi...» — Ha4yau OH MPOU3ZHOCHTH IO CJIOTaM.
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OTBiieKcs, TpuXKajcs JJOOM K 9KpaHy HOYTOyKa W MPOIOJIKIII KyJja YBEPEHHEH, JIOBKO Tiepe-
JaBasi BeCh CIIEKTP UCIBITHIBAEMBIX SMOIIUIA: OT CUJILHOTO YAMBJICHUS, 10 IIOKA U TIOTPSCEHHUS. . .

«— BHaeutb umo, Most 00po2asi... — NPOUUNEN MHE 8 YXO MEMHOBOAOCHII HE3HAKOMEY U C CUNOL
npusican k 0sepu doma. — Tt 6ce-maku Oyoeutv moeit! A ece onst smozo coenaro! A nepesepry smom
mup, ecau nompeoyemcs! Ho mot 6yoem emecme!

C mpyoom Oviuia om 801NHEHUS, 5 PEUUNACL NOCMOMPEMb 8 21A3a Ueema Heda U NOHSAd, Umo
oa... O, oa, on OelicmeumenvHo eepum 6 mo, umo cetiuac 2oeopum! U ezo He eoanosano, eepro au
8 9Mo .

On npocmo cmaeun meHs neped gpaxmom!

A oyoy ezo...

A 6yoy npuraonexcams 3mMomy MyxNcuuHe. ..

byoy no npasy npuxacamucsi Kk €20 uweaKo8UCMbIM 8010CAM, OYOY KPYHCUMb NANBUAMU NO €20
uexam, no0obopooKy, YOUBASACh, KAK Y MAK020 CYPOBO2O MYNHCUUHBL MOJCEm Oblmb MaKas 21a0Kas
U HeXHCHASL KOJHCA.

Kmo 6b1 nosepun, umo 51, Heg3paunas cmapas 0eéa, KOmopask Mo2ad Me4mams AUUb O MOoM,
umooObl 8 Moell HCU3HU NOSABUACS KOM NOCNOKOUHEI U CKpAcUa MOU muxue eeuepd, cmozy CHO8A
Hacaaxcoamucs pacceemamu. H umeHHo 5, ecau peutycb, CMo2y 6cmpeuams no Yympam 3mom 632150,
HANOAHEHHbII CUHEBOU, 00OPOMOLL, HcenaHuem u Ar0008bwio.

Mo Kazanoco Yem-mo He8epoMHbIM, HO...

9mo 6vLr0 pearvHocmuvio. Moeti peanvHOCHbIO.

A eue...

A 3Hana, uyecmeosand @ 3mom MOMeHNL, Yo HCU3HbL MOsi 6oablue He OyOem npedicrel. A moey
NONbLIMAmMuCs yoexrcams — oH 002oHum. A mozy nonvimamucst cnpsmamuocsi — o1 Hatioem. Eoun-
CMBEHHOe, Ue20 5l He MOo2Yy — 31O NONbLIMAmMuvCs 3a0blims e2o. [lomomy umo ox 3moz2o He no380aum.

Ha u s ne cmoey...

Kax moorcHo 3a6bime moeo, uz-3a k020 mMoe muxoe cepoye CHO8aA 2POMKO 3a0UN0CH?

A oyoy ezo...

Taxue 2pomozaachble 3a561€HUSL CO CMOPOHBL ONA2OPOOH020 N0POA NO OMHOULEHUIO K HUYEM He
NPUMEUAMENbHOL, U Menepb 0adice He COCMOMEeNbHOL HCeHUUHE, Ka3aaucs cymacutecmeuem. besy-
muem. Hasascoenuem. Caaoxkum cHom.

— Ckadicu... — WenHyn oM, CKAOHAACL K MOUM NPUOMKPBIMbIM 2Y0aM, — CKANCU MHE. ..

A 3amepna ucnyeanHol NMUYKOI, U Kadxdcemcs, Co8cem nepecmana Oblulams, Koz2oa e2o naney,
NPUKOCHYACS. K MOUM YCMAM.

— CKkadicy... — NnoBMOPUN OH 2ayule, U 5 HEBONbHO NOMSAHYAACH K HeMY, YMoObl PACCAbIUAMD,

Heooxcuoanno 06]9613 MYHCUUHBbL HAUAL PACN/TbIBANTbCA, eﬁpye noxKkasaJ/aocCv, Uno 3a Kpacusobimu,
aApucmoxKpamuveCKumu uepnamu fzopda CKpbleaenicsi KaKoe-mo mMoxsnamoe uyaoeume. Crosa MYIHC-
UUHblL cmaJau Hepa360puu3bwu, a 6CKope u eoece npeepaniu/iuCo 6 CNMpAHHOE WUneHue. H omuem-
JUBO MONCHO ObINO pa306pamb MOJbKO CNYK M0o€e20 cepdua, 3abusuezocs nyuie npesicrezo, u uienecm
0[9687—!620 Jeca, okpyacarouieco pO@OGOﬁ ocobrsik. Umenrno 6 mom momenm s HAKOHEY, NOHAAA, Umo...»

Tak Kak Jajplile HIYero HalMcaHo He ObLI0, OPK MPEepBaICs M CHOBA B3IJISTHYJI HA MEHSI.

A s, 32 TO BpeMsl, TTOKa OH YMTaJI, yCIesa pa3MeCTUTh BUHO M 3aKYCKM Ha XYPHAJILHOM CTO-
JIMKe, I0CTaTh JBa OOKasa, 3aHATh KPEcso U YCIOKOUThCs. KOHeuHo, 51 He pacCcuuThiBaia, 4To Iep-
BbIM UMTATEJIEM MOET0 HOBOTO pOMaHa CTaHET MY KUMHA, HO €CJIM TaK MOJIyYHJIOCh, IPEX HE BOCTIONb-
30BaThCsl MOMEHTOM. Byipyr y Hero OyayT Kakue-HuOyIb pa3yMHbIE 3aMEUaHHUs], TIOJIe3HAasT [T MEHS
KPUTHUKA, JIydilie Obl B MATKOU (pOpMe, KOHEUHO. . .

— U 4t0 3710 32 Opea?! — M3yMJICHHO BHIJABUJI OPK.
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I'maBa Ne 2

[IpuHsAB Kak (akT, YTO MY)KUYMHAM YUTATh KEHCKHME POMAHbl KATETOPUYECKU HE PEKOMEHMY-
eTcs, s TTOsSICHWIA:

— ®sHTe3un. Pomantrueckoe. [1po 1000Bb.

— ®aHTa3uu. .. — MpoOOPMOTAIT 33 [yMUYMBO OPK. — TBOM?

— Mouw.

OT0 B LIKOJIE, KOrJa TETPAJKH, UCIHCAHHBIE MOMM MEJIKMM MOYEPKOM, XOAWUJIM OT OIHOU
TIOJIPYKKH K JPYTOW, a TIOTOM OBbLIH IepeXBavyeHbl KIACCHBIM PYKOBOIMTENIEM, sI CKa3aja, 4To Mpo-
CTO-HAIIPOCTO MepenuchiBajla KHUTY, KOTOPYIO Hallwia y poauteneit. U med Mol UCKpeHHe Bepuil,
YTO, pa3 y MEeHsl HET MyXka, 51 )KUBY MCKJIIOUUTENIbHO paOOTOM U KOJUIEKTUBOM — JIPYTUe MHTEpeChl
TPYAHO ce0e ¥ MPeACTaBUTh. A OPK M3HAYAJIBHO 3HAJI, K KOMY MPUIIIEN — TaK YTO CMBIC OTIUPAThCs?

—YyaHo, — roCTh HEIOYMEHHO MOKavaJl TOJIOBOM, B3JOXHYI U TITyMJIUBO MMOKOCHJICS] HA Oy TBUIKY
BUHA.

— IpucaxuBaiitech, — IpeIOKKIIA EMY Pa3MECTUTHCS Ha IUBAHE, MOOJIMIKE K CTOJUKY, a KOTjia
OH TaK M CleJaJjl, He BblIEpKajla U BCE-TAKU MMOMHTEPECOBANIACH: — A YTO UMEHHO B 3TOU UCTOPUU
HE TaK, 110 BallleMy MHEHUIO?

C 0HOM CTOPOHBI, 324€M MHE MHEHHE TOTrO, KTO SIBHO HE IMOKJOHHUK TPOTraTeIbHbIX UCTOPHIA?
A ¢ opyroy — g ¥ caMa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO YTO-TO B 3TOM POMAHE HE TO, IO3TOMY U HE MOKa3blBaJla €€
yuTaresnsam. TOT Kycoyek, KOTOPbIM MPOoYesl MyKYMHA, HUKY/A JaJIbIlle MEHS U HETO He YUAET, OoKa
s He pa3oepych. Ho ¢ GosbIioi 1o1eii BeposiTHOCTH, OyleT 0€3KalOCTHO YHUUTOXKEH.

7Kasb, KOHeUHO — Tpu yaca pabOThl CHOBA KOTY Mo XBOCT. [IpuyeM He TakoMy CITOKOMHOMY
KOTY, O KOTOPOM MeuTaJla HEKOI/1a TEPOMHSI pOMaHa, a MEP3KO XUXUKAIOILIEMY, C PbIKUM ITyIIUCTHIM
XBOCTOM, KOTOPBIM OH ITOKPYTHUT Y MEHS Iepeji HOCOM U, BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, CBEPHET €r0 TPYyOOUKO
— BO BIIOJIHE Y3HABAEMBIN 3HAK.

KoneuHo, Ha caMOM Jiejie HUKAKOTro KOTa Y MEHs HET, IOTOMY 4TO IOKa §1 ’KMBY Ha ChEeMHOMN
KBapTUpe, a C )KUBOTHBIMU MaJIO KTO XOYET C/1aBaTh. BO-BTOPBIX, BCEM B HAIlIEM MOIBE3/E XBATAET
nuromiieB 6aob1 [lycu ¢ nepBoro staxa. Jla ¥ BpeMeHH y MeHsI Ha )KMBOTHBIX HeT coBepiiieHHo. Ho
MMEHHO TaK, B BUJIE MMYIIMCTOTO U COBEPIIEHHO HAIJIOTO PhIKEro KOTa, 1 MOYEMY-TO MpeCTaBisia
CBOEro KarpusHoro My3a.

He camas crpamnas cranus aBropckon mm3oppenun. Hekoropsie BuasaT My3a B BUjie €HOTOB,
0eJIoueK MM eKUKOB. A y HEKOTOPBIX UX BOOOIIE HECKOJIBKO, M 9TO HE 3BEPbKH, a 3(heMepHbIE AEBbI
WM MY>KYHMHBI.

B o0rmiem, y kaxaoro cBoit oopa3 Ko3zia OTHYIIEHUsI, HA KOTOPOTO MOKHO CIIUXHYTh MPOBAT
UCTOPHUHU y UMTaTeNel, TONTUid «HEMUCel», TUI0X0e HACTPOEHHUE U caMylo OOBIKHOBEHHYIO JIEHb.

— Tak 4T0? — moToponuia s ToCTsA C OTBETOM.

— JlaBaii mocMOTpUM, — 3aMETHO pa3100peB MOcJie epBOy CTONKU Oy TepOpoIoB 1 OOKasIa BUHA,
OPK OKMHYJI MEHS IPUCTaJIbHBIM B3MIs110M. — Wtak. V3 naHHOM (paHTa3uu SICHO, 4TO repor — COCTO-
srenbHbIi. Kak 310 Tounee? Jlopn, na? OH — jopa. A JieByiKa Oblia COCTOSITENTBHOM, HO KOT/Ia-To.
Yro-To npousonuio. Terneps oHa B Oefie. A OH He TpocTo XodeT ee. Ho XoveTr B3BaMTh Ha cedst U
ee npoonemsi!

— Meura, a He MyXUMHa, HE TaK JIU? — NOAJAKHYJA 5.

OpK MHOrO3HAYMTENLHO 3aMOIYal, 51 OHSATIMBO HAMOMHWIA ero OOKal BUHOM, YAUBIISSCH,
KaK OH YMY/IpSIETCS HE CTy4YaTh UCKYCCTBEHHBIMU KJIBIKAMU I10 XPYIIKOMY CTEKJIy. A IIOTOM ITPOILIACH
Ha KyXHIO ¥ TIPUHECIIa MaHIAPUHKY U TIMBHYIO KPYKKY Opata, KOTOPYIO TOT MOCJIE TIAPhI JIET UCTIOJb-
30BaHUsI PN MHE TIONAPUTh HA BOCBMOE MapTa. 3a0bIB, UTO BOOOIIE-TO KOTIA-TO 3TY KPYXKY eMy
nojgapuia .
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[Non yBaskaronmM B3IISIIOM TOCTSI HAMIOJMTHUJIA KPYKKY IO KpaeB M JIocTajia u3 Oapa BTOPYIO
OyTBUIKY, YTOOBI OH HE pacCTpaMBaJICsl, YTO MHE HE XBATUJIO U HAIO ObI MOETUTHCS.

IMocne 3TOro pasroBop MPOIOIKUIICS U MPOTEKAN YKe 3HAUMTENIBHO Jierde. A s CMOTpesa Ha
CBOI0 UCTOPHIO YYKMMH IJ1a3aMH, U TJe-TO XMXMKaJa, IJe-TO COINaliagach, a IJe-TO MPUXOAua
COBCEM K JIpyrum BeiBogam. Ho!

A MOHAJIA, YTO aBTOPCKOEC YYThE HE Bpajio, U UCTOPUA IICfICTBI/ITCJII)HO HUKYIJa HE TOOAUTCA.

Her, Bpone Obl 11 HETIJIOXO — Tepoii MPUBJIEKAET, TEPOMHSI BBI3BIBAET HEBOJIBHOE COUYBCTBHE, 10
CTpOKaM HMATH JIETKO, OHII/I6KI/I IMOTOM IIOITPABATCA, OINI€YATKH BBIJIOBATCA, IOTOMY YTO B KOHIIE TEKCT
BBIUMTBHIBAIO HE TOJIBKO 51, HO U MPO(PECCUOHANIBHBIN PEAAKTOP, HO. ..

Jlo 4Jero xe Bce 3TO CKy4HO!

W 6b110 THICSYY pa3 B Mpouux poManax. Jla, HaIMCaHO APYTMMH CJIOBaMU U MO-gpyromy. U
BCE Xe... BCe Xke...

He 3ps He niexxana y MeHs yla K 3TOM «TPENeTHON JIaHW».

— A naBaii-ka pazbepeM 3Ty (paHTa3UI0 HA KOHKPETHOM TIpuMepe! — JIEerKO OCYIIUB BTOPYIO
KPY)XKY C BUHOM, BBIIBUHYJI MIPEJIOKEHNE OPK U CHOBA B3IVISIHYJI Ha Oap, U3 KOTOPOTo s JOCTaBaja
OyTBUIKY.

— A nagaiite!

[Nocne ncuesnyBIei ropku OyTepOpoIOB U IBYX OyTBUIOK BHHA, 51 BCE PAaBHO HE MOIJIa TOXE
MEPEKJTIOUNTRLCS Ha «Thl». HecMOTpst Ha T, 4TO rocTh mpuder K 3Tou hopme oOpaliieHus, epa rnepe-
CTYITUB 4epe3 MOpor, MeHs YTO-TO YAep:KUBAJIO OT 3Toro. He 3Hai 4to, HO He pa3HUIIA B BO3pacTe
TO4YHO. MHe ABaauarb ACBATb, MYXXYMHE HAa BHU/ OKOJIO TPUALATH ITATH. A eciy CMBITH 9TOT rpum,
BIIOJIHE BO3MOKHO, UTO €My JIa)Ke MEHbIIIe, YeM MHe.

[NonbiTanack pa3oOpaThes, U KAXeTCsl, MOHSA. . .

Jlesio B TOM, YTO B KAKOK-TO MOMEHT Y MEHsI BOSHMKJIO CTPAaHHOE OIIyIIeHre, OyATO 5 Tparies-
HUYal co cBouM miepom. KoHeuHo ke, 3To ObUT TOUHO He OH. U Takue acconuanyy BO3HUKIIN He 13-
3a TOTO, YTO JIMIIO MOETO Ineha Mociie HEKOTOPIX KOPIOPATUBOB JIake 0e3 rprMa ObIBAIO 3eJIeHBIM, a
He Jlajiee KaK CEerofiHsi OH MOKaJIOBAJICS, YTO Y HETO OYeHb aKTHBHO CTaJl TPOPE3aThCs 3y0 MYIPOCTH.

HpOCTO HHTYUTHUBHO 4YYBCTBOBAJIOCh, UTO YCJIOBEK, KOTOprfI 3arjIAHyJ1 KO MHE B I'OCTH, SIBHO
MPUBBIK YNpaBiasTh. [IpyyeM He MIECTBIO JIIOIBMHU, U3 KOTOPBIX COCTOSIT HAIl MOJIONON U HE YHBI-
BAIOIIMI KOJJIGKTUB KOMIIAHUH, KOTOPYIO Ie( eXKeMeCSYHO YTpoKal TO 3aKPbITh, TO KOMY-HHOYIb
TMOJIApUTh, & PeCypcamMu OCOJUIHEN. A 51 C pyKOBOACTBOM BCeI/ia JiepKajia JUCTAHIIUIO.

— Bor b1 3anmcana anTazuio, — NpUCTYNUII K pa30dupaTeabcTBaM OpK. — M roBOpHIIIb, UTO 3TO
MeuTa, a He MyX4uHa. .. Ho Heyxenu Tebe Obl Ha caMOM Jiejie TaKoW MyKUYMHA TIOHpaBUyICs?

— OH cocTosTeNeH, TOTOB MPEeJOCTaBUTh IOMOIIb B OeJie, — MePeurciIiia s OUeBUIHbIC (PaKTHI.

— U Bce! — pIpkHYT IpeHEOPEKUTENTBHO TOCTh. — [Iprkas ee K ABepU, BUAMT, UYTO OHA pacTa-
sUTla ¥ He TIPOTHUB, a caM... «CKaxu... CKaxHu...» TOIbKO U MOXET, YTO 3aMKaThCsl U MIOBTOPSITHCS !
Ja 1 To memnoTom, OyATO cam ornacaeTcst TOro, YTo OHa BO3bMET J1a M CKaXeT!

3ameTHB, 4TO 1 y/IbIOAI0Ch, OPK B PACCTPOSHHBIX YYBCTBAX CTaJl MOIJIONIATh MaHAApUHKU. U
TIOKa s eMy MX YKCTWJIA, He HACTauBaJl Ha OTBETE — AaBasl BpeMsl ceOe YCIIOKOUTHCSI, @ MHE TIOyMaTh.
Ho B Kakoil-To MOMEHT MaHJapUHKY 3aKOHYUJIUCh.

—Hy na, — npusHana si, HakoHell. — To repoii He MOMX CHOB. Ho reponHe 1o THIasy moaxoauT.

— Yro-4TO? — HE JOCIBIIIAT OPK.

— OHa Besl Takasi paHUMasi, OH — 3ara/IOUHbINA 1 0OeIIAIoIMI Bee B3BUTUTH Ha ceds1. Ero ciosa
Y HarHEeTaT, U rpeioT ymu. OHa roToBa 3TH YIIM pacrnaxuBarh. K Tomy ke y Hee 00CTOSTeNTbCTBA.
OHu — uaeasibHast napa.

Opk OTKMHYJICSl HA CITUHKY J¥BaHa, TOAMEp KyJIakoM MOaOOpPOIOK, KAKOe-TO BpeMs IMPOCTO
MEeHsI pacCMaTpHBaJl, a MOTOM 3a/1aJ1 BOIIPOC, OT KOTOPOTO s TIepecTasa B3AparuBaTh e HECKOJIbKO
JIeT Ha3al.

— A r1e TBOS ujeasbHas napa?
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W 51 oTBeTHIIa €My TOUHO TaK e, KaK OTBeyasia BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM:

— 41 noka B nmouckax.

— Cyns 1o ToMy, 4TO s BUKY, — OPK IPOIIIEJNCS 10 MHE HEIOBEPUYHMBBIM B3IVISIIOM, — HE OYEHb
AKTHUBHBIX.

VY MeHsI He BO3HHUKJIO COOMa3Ha JIMXOPAIOUYHO BBIMCKMBATh 3€PKAJIO M BCMATPUBATHCSI B CBOE
OTpakeHHue, UIlla HEIOCTATKH, YTOOBI TYT Xke OIUIakaTh uX. S MpekpacHo 3Hasia, YTO BUIUT OpK.

JKeHIMHY HEBBICOKOTO pOCTa (B CPAaBHEHHH C €T0 JBYMSI METPAMU MOH METP CEMBIECAT ObLIH
MPOCTO KOTEHKaMM), OOBIYHOTO TEJIOCIOKEHHUsI, KOTopasi Moria Obl TIOMYEPKHYTh (DUTYpY YeM-TO
6osee MOaXOASIIMM, YeM TMOTEPThIe JKUHCH, (PyTOONKA U BsA3aHas yaoOHas kodra. TMHHbIE Karll-
TAHOBBIE BOJIOCHI, €CJIM Obl MX OCBOOOIMIIM M3 3aXBaTa PE3WHKOM, BHIIJIsAAENN Obl Kyaa 3(ppeKTHEM,
YeM B JaHHbIA MOMEHT. TpoHb ryObl OJ1€CKOM, HApUCYW YEPHBIE CTPENIKH — JIUIIO CTAHET BBHINISAICTh
MHTEPECHEM, a cepble I1a3a CIPAYyT YCTAIOCTh U MPUTBOPSITCS MOJIOKE.

S mpekpacHO 3Haja, YTO MOTY BHIIJISAETD Jryuine. M Beimisgena, koraa Oblla Ha padote. A
ceryac e g goma.

XOTs 3TO BechbMa HeyauHoe orpapaanue. OMmOUCh OpK OTHUM 3TaKOM — MOEH coce/IKe ObLIO
OBl JIOCTATOYHO TIOCMOTPETh B IT1a30K, YTOOBI Yepe3 Mapy CEKyH/ MPeCcTaTh B OOJIeraonieM miarbe,
Ha KaOJIyKax 1 C yKe BBICHIXQIOIIMM JIAKOM Ha HOT'TsIX. M1 OHa Obl MOIBITAaach IPOM3BECTH BIleUatIie-
HHE YeM-TO MHBIM, HEXeJIM KpyxkKa O6e3 Oeperos, 0ObluHbe OyTepOpOabl M YMCTKA MAaHJAPUHOK Ha
CKOPOCTb.

S e BCKpbUIa oyepeqHyl0 OyTHUIKY BHHA, TIOYTH BCE COEPKMMOE BbUIMJIA B OE3OHHYIO
KPYXKY MY)XYMHBI, HEMHOTO OOHOBMJIA B O0KaJie cebe v MPOU3HECa IEPBbINd TOCT 32 BECh BEUep:

— 3a noHnmanue!

OpKy BUHO HPaBWJIOCh, TaK YTO OH MEHS MOAepkKal. A MOTOM KaK-TO HOILIO U IOEXaJo.

HagepHoe, TOCTBI — 3TO TO, 4ero Ham He XBataJio. [ 0CThb yBJIEKCs, IPOU3HOCHIT X I'POMOIJIACHO
¥ Ben4aBo. f 3aciymianach v CIIOKOMHO M IAJIbIIIE OIyCTOIIANa CBOM 0ap. Mbl cCMesUIUCh, OH YTO-TO
paccKasbIBaJI PO CMBICT KEHIIMHBI B )KM3HUA MYKYMHBL. Sl ¢ HIM 0 4eM-To criopuiia, HO 6e3 0co0oit
OXOTBHI.

[NoHsATHS HE MMeEI0, KaK Mbl BHOBb CBEPHYJIU Ha KPUBYIO TPOIIMHKY JIUTepaTypsl. Ho MbI coBep-
IIIEHHO TOYHO ciesiay 3T 3psi. OpK 3asiBUJI, YTO HAJIO MUCATh TOJIBKO TO, B YeM YBEpPEH, a He MPUIY-
MBIBaTh. 1 BO3pa3uia, 4To nuiiy (paHTe3u, a He peannsM, a (pIHTE3U — ITO CKa3Ka, MeUTa, a MOMPOCTY
— BbIMBICeN. Takoi ke, Kak CyIIeCTBOBaHUE OPKOB, K IPUMEpY. A 3HAYHT, 3aKOHOB HET HUKAKHUX, U
nucarth 5 MOTy Tak, Kak Xouy!

Ha 4to Mo¥#i rocTh MPOH3MI MEHSI HACTOJIBKO TSKENIBIM B3MJISIOM, UTO sI BIEpBbIe 0OpaTmiia
BHUMaHMe Ha *eNThIi IBeT ero 1a3. [lokazanock qaxe, YTo OHM CBEPKHYJIH, PEAyIpeskaas o Oam3-
KO onacHOCTH. TTOHATIMBO MOKOCUBIIKCH HA TOTIOP, JISKAIIMIA Y HOI' MY)KYMHBI, 51 3aMoiJaia. A
BOT OH, ITOTEPSIB BO MHE OMITOHEHTA, BKOHEI Pa30IIeJICs U CTaJl BOMYIIATHCS, YTO MCIOIb30BATh €TI0
nopTpeT 0e3 ero BHICOYANIIero Mo3BOJICHUsI HE MPOCTO HETTPABUIIBHO U MIPOTUBO3aKOHHO, a HaKa3y-
emMo. {1 U3BMHMIIACh, HO KaK-TO HeyOeAUTEIbHO — M0J1araio, U3-3a BUHA, YCTAJIOCTH U YAUBJIEHHS], YTO
OH HU C TOTO, HU C CEro BCIIOMHIJI CTapoe, KOrJa Mbl yke TOMUpHIIHCh. OH Beb caM roBOpHII!

Opxk nponomkan pacnuHathesi. Kakoe-T1o BpeMst s1 MyKeCTBEHHO JepiKasiach, a IOTOM, B3IJISIHYB
Ha MycThle OyTHUIKM U HIKYPKH OT MaHJAPHHOK, BCE K€ HAMOMHIIIA M (DAaKTe HAIIEro MPUMHUPEHUS
¥ O TOM, YTO Ha XEHIIMH KpHuaTh M3HA4YaJIbHO Hesb3s. HempaBuibHO 3TO. A eciu ele U Ha ux
TEPPUTOPHH, TO K TOMY k€, HEBOCIIUTAHHO, IIPOTMBO3aKOHHO U TOKE OBIBAET, YTO HAKA3yeMO.

[NocnenHee MasIOBEPOATHO B HAIIIMX Peavsix, HO, BUTMMO, OPK BCE ke MMPOHUKCS, TOTOMY UTO
YMOJIK.

Jlonro muimin MeHs B3IJISAOM, TIOKa 51 OTKPBITO MOCMATPUBAJa HA Yachl M HA JBEpPH, IOTOM
riepecesT Ha CTYJI, 3aKPbLT I71a3a, IPUCIIOHUIICS JIOOM K 9KpaHy MOEro HOyTOyKa M CTajl 00pMOTATh:

— «TBOM BOJIOCHI CBOAAT C yMa», «51 — miisa 1e0s», «[lonamaHka — oHa, HO TIPUHI] Mo», «O,
MO KOPOJIb. ..», «3aMOK Jemero»... Aprop — Eprenust TepemkoBa. ..
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[NoHsATHS HE UMeEIo, KaK OPKY YAAJIOCh MPOYECTh HA3BAHMSI MOMX MOCIIETHUX POMAHOB, IOTOMY
YTO y HErO He TOJILKO OBUTH 3aKPBITHI IJ1a3a, HO M 9KpaH ocTaBajcs TeMHbIM. CTajio HEMHOTO KYyTKO,
HO CaMyl0 MaJIOCTh — TI0JIaraio, OIisITh K€ U3-3a BUHA. A MOTOM $ TIOHSUIA, B YeM, COOCTBEHHO, JIEJIO
— OH BeJIb 3HaJI, K KOMY LI1eJ, ¥, 00JIErYeHHO B3[JOXHYB, TOXBAJIHIA:

— Xoporas noAroToBKa.

— XOpoIuii KapbepHBIN POCT, — XMBIKHYJI OH U 33Jiepkajl HA MHE BHUMATEJbHbINA B3JIsA. — Th
ObL1a HenpaBa, HO MPUHECA U3BUHEHUs. 1 TOXKe. .. HECKOIBbKO TOTOPSIYMIICS M 3a0bLT O TOM, UTO ThI
I0OPOBOJILHO MPHHSIIA MEHS B CBOeM JioMe. Jlymaio, MOKHO MPU3HATh, YTO Mbl 00a ObUIM HEMHOTO
HEeTpaBbl. A 4TO KacaeTcsl HaIllero Cropa. . .

S HanpsaIace.

A TIOTOM MOJCKOYMJIA C KPeCia, YKaJleHHas UHTYULIMEH.

— 3abyznem o Hem! U BooOIIIe, YKe MO3/IHO, TTopa pacCXOIUThCs, paga Oblia MO3HAKOMUTHCS. . .

—TIlo3aHo, 1a, — MyXX4YHMHA C yCMEIIKOM KUBHYIL. — VI3 TBOMX (paHTa3uil 51 KOe-4To MOHSLI, Cliesast
BBIBOJI M IIPUHSLI penieHue!

OH MOAHST € TOJIa TOTOP, MOAXBATHII MEIIOK W TOTHSIICS.

S monATMNIACK.

Opk ycMexHyJICsl — Ha 3TOT pa3 TMOKAa3aJoCh, YTO Y HETO CBEPKHYJHM HE TOJIBKO IJ1a3a, HO U
KJIBIKY. [IprueM CBEepKHYIH Tak sIPKO, YTO 1 3aKMYpUiIach. TOMBKO M3-32 BHE3AITHOW BCIIBIIIKH, €CTe-
CTBEHHO, a He CTpaxa.

A Korzma OoTKpbUIa I71a3a, OKa3ajaoch, YTO 51 Y CTEHbI, OPK YK€ HaJ0 MHOM HAaBHCAaeT, a 51 HE B
COCTOSIHUM HE TOJIBKO OTOJBMHYTHCSI WM TIOIIEBEIUTHCS — S JakKe CKa3aTh HUYEro He Mory!

— 4 ornpaBmio Teds B HACTOSIIIYIO CKa3Ky, — YCIJBIIIIAIA TOJIOC MEP3KOro OpKa, MOMbITAIACh
JEpHYTh TOJIOBOM, HO He BhINLIO. — He Omarogapu. CunTail 370 MOl T1aToi 3a TEeTUIblid KPOB.

Hwuuero xoportero ero odemmanue He CyJIuIo, He XOTelI0Ch MHE B 9Ty CKasKy. Sl mombitanach
OOBSICHUTD, YTO JIyUIlIasl TUIaTa 3a MOe pajyllue — He [UIMHHbIE PeYr, 2 HEMEICHHBIH U, KeJIaTeJIbHO,
©e3BO3BPATHBIN YXOJ] C MOEH TEPPUTOPHUH, HO SI3BIK CJIOBHO MPUJIMIT M OTKA3BIBAJICS TOIIEBEIUTHCS.

— A erie 910 camMo cOOO0 pa3pelvT Halll MAJICHBKUH CIIOp, — POAOIKIIT HEBO3MYTHUMO OpK. —
3auem TpaTUTh BpeMsl Ha Pa3roBOPHI, €CJIM BO BCEM MOXKHO YOSIUThCS Ha TIpakTUKe? Xody MOCMOT-
PEeTh Ha MOMEHT, KOT/Ia Thl IIOMMEIIIb, YTO MPABUJIA U 3AKOHBI CYIIECTBYIOT HE TOJIBKO B TBOEH pealib-
Hoctu. Hy u ere, mpu3Haioch, Thl pa3Oyaniia MOe JIIOOOMBITCTBO M MHE IPOCTO HE TEPIUTCS MTPOUH-
TaTh, YTO ThI HAIUIIIEIH MTOCJIE BCTPEUN CO CBOMM HUEATbHBIM MYKYMHOM !

Sl monbITanack 3a0park, yIapuTh, BO33BAaTh K COBECTH, HAKOHEII, HO. ..

B crnenytonnyo cekyHIy OpK HaKMHYJ Ha MEHsI MEUIOK, U s MHOroe rnoHsiia. [lepoe — cBoo
KaH/IU/IaTypy OH TOJBKO YTO pa3 M HABCEIZa BBIYEPKHYJ M3 BO3MOXKHOTO CIMCKA KaHAWOATOB Ha
uzIeUTbHOCTh. BTOpOe — OyaeT ckaskoid, eciu 51 BhIOepych U3 3Toi nepepsaru xkuBoi. Hy u Tpetbe —
MOKa HaIo pajioBaThCsl TOMY, YTO B MEIIOK 1 Biie3/1a 0e3 ycepaus Tonopa.

A MOTOM £ OLIYTHJIA, KaK B3JIETAIO.

N yepes cekynay naaaro.

[Taparo nonro.

Io onryieHusM ¢ Tako# BBICOTHI, Ha KOTOPYIO TOYHO HE IIOJHUMAJTICH HU 51, HA OPK, HA MEIIIOK !

S 3akpuyana or yxaca.

Ho kpuka, ecrecTBeHHO, He OBLIO.

Tomnbko Xpurl.

MerbkHYIa HAJIEK/1a, YTO He TpoliasibHbIi. [TIoToMy 4TO 51 TPOTUB cKa3ok 6e3 xanmu-3u1a! 1
BOOOIIIE, TIO-MOEMY, caMasl JIydIast ¥ JIoOpasi CKazka — 9TO KOr/la OPK IMOruOaeT Ha MepBOU CTpaHUIIe,
HE CyMeB JJ0OpaThCs A0 KUIMIIA XPYIKOH, HEPBHOW M YCTaBINEH 3a HEAEIO TEPOMHU POMAHA.

1 BooOIIIe Bcerga oueHb Oepery cBoux repoeB. JloyokHa ke ObITh Kakasi-TO MOONakKa TAKOMY
noo6pomMy aBTopy?

Xon!
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XJTIo11.

Oy...

Kaxercs, npu3eMInImch.

Ho rae?!

IToka Bce, 4TO s BUEa, HAOMUHAJIO KaKyI0-TO HEIOOPYIO CKa3Ky.
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I'maBa Ne 3

Bbu10 TOBOJIBHO TEMHO, HO JIYHHBIHN CBET, JIBIOUIUIACS Yepe3 MHOXKECTBO HEOOJBIIINUX OKOIIIEK,
TMO3BOJISUT TIOHSATH, YTO 51 B HE3HAKOMOM KOMHATe. A Tak ke J1aBajl pacCMOTPETh OUepTaHUs CTYJIbEB,
KOMOJIa ¥ KPOBAaTH HETIOAAJIeKy.

Kcratu, HecMoTpsi Ha HalM4Ke CHAJIBHOTO MecTa, s TUIAlIMS JieKala Ha TBEPIOM IOy, U
MMEHHO C 3TOM MO3UIIUU paccMaTpuBajia 00CTaHOBKY. OT 3aTXJIOrO 3araxa B KOMHATe y MEHsI 3aHbLIO
B BHCKaX U CTaJI0 OOJIBHO I1a3aM. Bio6aBok Ko BceMy, ObUIO HACTOJIBKO JKapKO, UTO 51 BIIOJTHE JOITYC-
KaJia MbICJIb, YTO IPUYMHA HETIPUSITHOTO apoMaTa — He 3alyIlIeHHOCTh KOMHAThI, & UMEHHO 1.

IoT He mpocTO GIArOPOAHO BHICTYNMI KareIbKaMH UCIapuHbl Ha MoeM JI0y. OH OyKBaJIbHO
CTeKaJl pyveliKkamu, Kak OyATo s1 He Jiexasjda B JaHHbII MOMEHT, a aKTUBHO Oekajia Ha OeroBou
JOOPOKKE, UCHONb3Ysl MAKCUMAJIbHYIO CKOPOCTb.

Most onesk/1a pUIIMILIA K TeJTy, € XOTeJIOCh COIpaTh, WK XOTs Obl CHITh KoTy! Ho morbiTka
TIOIIEeBEJIUTHLCS TIPUBEJIa K CHILHOMY TOJIOBOKPY:XeHHUI0. [IpHUIIIoch 3aKpbITh I71a3a U MepekaaThb,
KOIZIa CTAHET JIErye.

B kakoi-T0 MOMEHT MOKa3aJI0oCh, YTO 51 OKOHYATENILHO Tal0, KAK CHETOBUK, IIOTOMY YTO JIUIIO
HEOXUJIAHHO OKYHYJIOCh BO UTO-TO MOKpOE, a paHee JIy)KU MOOIM30CTU He Habmonanock. OTKphIB
171232, s1 HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOPrHyJia, YToObl XOTh YTO-HUOYIb pa3o0paTh, a MOTOM OTUYETIMBO YBHIEIIA
JUTUHHBIE OeJIbIe YCBI.

OHUM HEMHOTO CBETWJIMCh, HABEPHOE, U3-3a JIYHHOI'O CBETA, U TEM CaMbIM ITO3BOJIMJIN PACCMOT-
peTh JUIMHHBIN S13bIK, HATJIO OOJM3bIBAIONIMI Moe Jniio. [Tocrie Toro, Kak yaaaock coopathes ¢ CUIaMU
Y BSUIO OTMaxHYTbCsl, YBUJIE/A HAPOTUB ceds OnecTsiue Oenble 11a3a ¢ YepHbIM MPOJOITOBaThIM
3paykoM, U OOJIETYeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA, COOOpPa3UB, UTO 32 MHOM BHUMATEIbHO HAOIOAAET KOT.

OOBIYHBIA KOT.

KpynHseiii, Ho oueHb Xynoi. [InemmBblii, HO ¢ HAMEKaMK Ha BOBMOXHYIO UJTA ObLTYIO IEpPCTh.
U cynst o ’kaiHOMY B3DJISITY ¥ OOJIM3BIBAHUIO, OUY€Hb, OY€Hb T'OJIOTHBIM.

CkaxeM MnpsmMo, He 0Xkuaja Takoro ot 6aowl [ycu. J[Jo 3Toro MoMeHTa s Obljia TBEpPIO yBepeHa,
YTO €JMHCTBEHHBIE KUBOTHbBIE, KOTOPHIX OHA HEHABUIUT — 3TO COCEIH.

Tak namHoO, rae s — pazoOpanmuck. Ho uto kot 6ab6wl [lycu aenaer psgom co MHou?! Mmu He
TaK... Yto 5 genatwo psagoM ¢ Kotom 6aosl lycu?! Opk 4To, HOCUMTAI, YTO MOU UJICAJTbHBIN MYKUYMHA
HaxoOuTcAa 34ech?!

Her-ner, npuauparscst He Oyay! Ilocie crioHTaHHOM aTakv MEIIKOM $1 TIOHsLIa, YTO OH CyMa-
CLLIEIINI, ¥ pajia, 4TO Ha HEro Tak BOBPeMsl CHU30ILIO npocBeTenue. [lonaraio, moka Mel CIycka-
JIMCh TIO JIECTHHIIE, OH COOOPA3WUII, UTO MJCaTbHBIA MY)XYMHA U 51 — BEIlU, CKaXeM MPsSIMO, HeCOBMe-
CTUMBIE, U €IUHCTBEHHOE, YETO 1 JOCTOMHA — OONIe3 bl KOT. PellI Tak, caena BEIBO, YTO HEYErO
HAIpSIraThCsl, U TIOIKUHYJI MEHSI IO IBEPU COCeIKe. A Tak KaK Ta MPUBBIKJIA MOAOMPATh BCEX, KTO
HecriomMolrieH, B Oejie 1 MOTYUT, TO MPUIOTHIIA MEeHS J1axe 0e3 HAIM4YKS YCOB U XBOCTA.

[ToToM, BO3MOKHO, ¥ IOTIPOCUT MAJIEHbKUI BBIKYII, HO sI 3apaHee COIVIACHA OIUIATUTh HeAesb-
HBIH 3amac e/l AJ1s1 ee 3BepHuHIia. MHe Obl TOJIBKO caMOl M3 HEero BeiOparthcs, U 51 Oyny BecbMa Ona-
ronapHa!

Bucku or HenpuATHOrO 3amnaxa 3aHbUId cuiibHee. COUYBCTBEHHO B3IUISIHYB Ha KOTA, PEATPU-
HslJIa OUYepeHYI0 TOMBITKY MOAHAThCS. He XxoTenoch MHe JOWTH A0 TaKOro ke YAPYYEHHOTO COCTOSI-
HUS1, TaK YTO HAJO KaK MOKHO CKOpee MOKUHYTh 3TO TOCTENPUUMHOE MECTO.

Kot mMonua HaGmogan 3a MHOW KpYIJIbIMU TJIa3aMH, a KOTJA CITyCTs JIOJITO€ BPEMsSI M COTHIO
TOTBITOK MHE YAAJIOCh OTKAaTUTBCS K CTEHE U CECTh, MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO YIMBIEHHO IPUCBUCTHYL.

CrivicaB 3TO Ha TaJUTIOIMHAIIY OT CJIA00CTH, S TIIETHO MOMBITANIACH TTOAHSTHCS, IPUICPKUBA-
sICh 3a CTeHy. HeT, CHJIbI 3aKOHYMIIVCh, Y €IMHCTBEHHOE, UTO s CyMeJIa — TO CTAHYTh ¢ ceOs1 KoTy.

Boinoxnyina.
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OTpiaach.

Ecnu Obl 3Hana, 4TO MEpBBHIM 3TaX HACTOJBKO JIyYIlle OTAILIMBAETCS, YeM TPETUH, CHsIa Obl
KBapTUPY 311eCh. A Be/lb Mpeaiarajiv, u Jaxe co CKUIKON! A s ynepriach B TO, UTO 3amax KOIIAYMid
TEpIETh HE MOT'Y, U 4TO?

7KuBy BbIIIIE, MJTa4y JOPOKE, 3allax KOTOB BCE PABHO CIIBIIIY, KOKAYI0 3UMY MEP3HY HEMHIJIO-
CEepIHO, MEHSI0 He OJHY Mapy TEIUIBIX HOCKOB U CIUTIO MOJ ABYMS OfiesiylaMH. A TYT Tak jKapKo, 4To
MOXHO CITIOKOMHO B OIHOM OMKWHH Pa3ryrBaTh!

Oii...

XoTb Obl Tak He qymasia 6ada [lycs!

BcrioMHUB 0 X03s1iiKe KBapTHPBbI, MOMCKAJIA TJIa3aMU JBEPbh — OKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA B /IBYX IIarax
oT MeHs. Ho Tak Kak WATH 5 MOKa HEe MOIJIa, CHOBA, MO/ M3YMJICHHBIM B3IVISIIOM KOTa, BEPHYJIAChH
B Jie)Kauee TIOJIOKEHHe, ciesana HeOOJBbIION PHIBOK, TOJKHYJIA ABEPb, TOTOBSCH MO3BaTh 0adyImio Ha
MOMOIIIb, ...

HeoxuaanHo 0Ka3aiock, 4To HUKAKOW 020yl MOOTN30CTH HET.

U xotoB ee Her.

Jla uTO TaM, HET JaXke Halero Jaoma!

3aro ecrTh Jiec.

I'ycron. Iunsmmii TMCTIMU OT IOPBIBOB CHJIBHOTO KapKoro BeTpa. ’KyTkuil n3-3a HaBuca-
IOIIEro HaJl HUM HEBEPOSTHO OOJIBIIOro IUcKa JIyHBI M TPOMKUX KPUKOB AUKHX )KUBOTHBIX, KOTOPBIE
pazmaBauch OMU3KO, OUeHb OJM3KO K sKuuIy. Tak O1M3K0, 4TO MHE Jake YbU-TO IJ1a3a B TEMHOTE
nomepenucs! Y oHM puOnmkaiuck, CTaHOBSICh KPYIIHEe U sipye, U. ..

[o moemy ity Ma3HyJ1 00J1€37IbIiA KOIAYMiA XBOCT, HA PYKY HACTYNWJIA YBECHCTasl U BEChbMa
KpYIHasl JIafKa, a BTOpast MOTsHYJIACch BBEPX U... CXBAaTUBIINCH 32 PYUKY, IPOBEPHYJIA €€ U 3aKpbljia
JBEpb.

W3 neca paspancs pa3oyapoBaHHbIA BOW, MMOCTBILIAICS TOIMOT, TOTYOK B AEPEBSHHYIO IBEPb,
CKpeXeT KorTei no Heil. Pydka 6ecrioMoIHo qepHys1ach, HO HUKOTO HE BITyCTHIIA.

W BOT He 3HaI0, YTO MEHS UCIYTaJIO OOJIBIIE — TO, UTO $I, OKA3bIBAETCS, OTHIONb HE B TOCTAX Y
COCEMIKH, TO, YTO B JIECY KMBET aKTUBHAsI M, lyMaeTcsl MHe, KPOBOXaaHAasl ’KUBHOCTh, WJIH TO, YTO
KOT, J]aB Ha aJanTalfio BCEro Mapy MUHYT, OTKPbUT POT U BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI IPUBBIYHO MAYKHYTh,
TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

—Hy? lonro ThI emie Oyens BaisaThes 0e3 aesa? Vim yxe, HaKOHell, ToyMaeliib O TOM, YTOObI
MeH$1 HAKOPMUTb ?

[Nono3peBaio, ero HECKOJbKO HAMPAIJIO TO, YTO 51 HE OpOCWiIach TYT ke WCKATh MPOBUAHT,
MOTOMY UTO BCKOpPE OH OOJIM3HYJICS U HATJIO JI00ABUI:

— IIpenynpesxnaaio, 3T0 B TBOUX UHTepecax !

MeHs Kyna Gosibilie BOJTHOBAJIO TO, I€ s HAXOXKYCh, YEM MPEAIONaraeéMblil KOIaYuid KOHIIEPT,
MOSTOMY Ha yrpo3y s BHUMaHusl He oOparwia. OOBena B3IVISAAOM KOMHATY, M OTMETHUJIA TO, YTO
MOCYUTANIA HEBAKHBIM IIPU TIEPBOM OCMOTpe. MasieHbKHe OKOIIKY. MHOXECTBO MaJIeHbKHUX OKOIIEK.
VX He MOrJ10 OBITH B HaIlleM MaHeIbHOM JoMe. Y uTo-To ere ObUIo Jasibliie KpoBaTH, HO s He BHeNa
YTO: CJMIIKOM JIAJIEKO ¥ TEMHO.

— 3! — no3Ban MeHs KOT. — D-31!

[Mocne Toro, Kak 51 gaxe He 00epHYIACh, OH BBIMYUYEHHO B3JOXHYJI, IIPEOOIEN HECKOIBKO MET-
POB, UTO HAC pa3esisiyii, ycelcsl HAlPOTUB M TPO3HO MaxHYJl XBOCTOM, MpUBJIeKast K cebe BHUMA-
HUe. Buns, 4to MHe Bce elne He JJ0 Hero, OH HEOKUIAHHO 3allUIeT, TIOJHSUT JBE JIAIKU, BHITYCTU
JUTMHHBIE KOTTH M CTaJl UMM pa3MaxuBaTh. [ 0JIOBa ero mpy 3TOM CTajla PacKauuBaThCs, Kak y 3MeH
(bakupa, 1a3a 3aCBETWIINCH sIpue, U elle sipde, Kak SHeprocOeperawonas Jamma, MUMeHue CTalo
rpomMye, KOI'TH JUTHHHEE, XBOCT 3arlIsicall XJIbICTOM.

— A Tam 4TO? — 51 KUBHYJIa KOTY 3a CIHHY, TOT O)KUIaeMO OOEpHYJICS, 0OBEN CHSIIOIIUMH TJ1a-
3aMU KOMHATY ¥ TEM CaMbIM TIO3BOJIHJT MHE PACCMOTPETb, YTO BCE-TAKKM HAXOIUJIOCh 03211 KPOBATH.
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— JIBepsb, — BocIbLIaIa Hajiexaou si. — Eie ogHa asepsb!

Kot noHst1, yTo no3aau Hero He ObUI0 HUKOTO, BTSIHYJ KOTOTKHM ¥ OOMKEHHO TPOITBIXTEI:

— Crapelii Tpiok. I He MoaHblid. BripoyeM... — OH MoKcKas B3MIJ0M MOIO BSI3aHYIO TEILTYIO
KO(pTy ¥ CHOBa B3IJIsIHY/I HA MeHs1. — BrioyiHe oxugaemo.

ITOT BHINAJ KOTA 51 TOXE MPOUrHopupoBasia. HaBepHoe, moTomy, 4To Toraa Ol IPUIILIOCh IPU-
3HaTh, YTO KOT JICHCTBUTEIHHO pasroBapuBaeT. [Ioka ke s cruchiBaia Bce, YTO BUJIENa, CIIbIIaa 1
OlIyIlaja Ha rajulloLIMHALIMY, cTpece U oK. [locne Toro, Kak Ha MeHsl ¢ MEIIKOM M TOIIOPOM JIBU-
HYJICSI IByXMETPOBBII U MPAKTUYECKN HE3HAKOMBII MYXXUYHMHA, TAKOE COCTOSIHUE BIIOJIHE JIOTUYHO U
JOITyCTUMO.

Tak ke BIOJHE JIOMYCTUMO, UTO Ceiluac sl He 3/IeCh, a TIO-TIPeKHEMY B CBoel KBapTupe. Opk
MOT' yIapuTh MeHsl U yUTH. Wim yBUIETh, UTO 51 IEMCTBUTEIBHO HMCIyrajiach, KOrua oH HaOpOCHI
Memok. Vcryranace u ynana B o0OMOpok. OH ke TOHSUI, YTO 3aurpalicsl ¥ CAeNal HOTU. A Bce, YTo
s TeNepb BIKY — 3alllUTa MOETO MOJACO3HAHUS. B TOM umciie U 9TOT Harbli, XaMOBaThIid M BEChbMa
CaMOYBEpEHHbIN KOT.

[lepeBena Ha Hero 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIN B3IJISA.

Kot Hanpsarcs.

Oco0eHHO, KorJia B OTBET Ha XaMCTBO 51 MY YJILIOHYJIaCh.

— 3, — orpeI3HyIcA OH. — Yero 310 ThI?

— Ny croga — pacckaxy.

Kot yauBieHHO B3MIIsIHYJI HA MOM KOJIEHH, 10 KOTOPBIM 5 TIPUIVIAIIAIONIE XJIOMHYJIA JIAJOHBIO.

— TbI 4TO, — TPYCTHO MOBECHJI OH TOJIOBY, — U3 3THX, KaK UX, U3 U3BpaiieHneB? He 3Hao naxe,
KaK-TO TaK CKy-Y4HO... OObIYHO Bce OT MeHs yOeraiot... Hy nmagHo, xparb-To xouercs. [loxyio,
TOCKYS.

[TpuHsB perieHne, KOT MpUOIU3UICSA KO MHE, B300Opasics Ha KOJIHN HEMaJIbIM BECOM, HECMOTPSI
Ha CBOIO Xy[100y, TIOMHSUT BBEPX JIAMKY, BBITYCTHI KOT'TH ¥ TOCKJIMBO MOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHSI.

— Hy nipsim cupoTunyiika, — XMbelkHyna 5. — Yero npudeansienibes? Thi ke MO,

Kot u3ymieHHO MOprayiI.

Ocmorpericsi.

CHOBa HUKOTO 3a CITIMHOYM HE HallleJl U YCTaBUJICS Ha MEHsI, MOTYAJIMBO TPeOys] OObICHEHUIA.

— Hy a yeii xe eme? BrionHe Moxet ObITh, UTO THI — Mol My3. Moe BnoxHoBeHue. Mol Bep-
HbI nomoInHUK. [IpaBaa, s npeacrasisiia TeOs MHaYe — APYror MacT, JPYroro oKpaca, ¢ Apyrumu
I71a3aMu, ropas/io MEHBIIETO BECA, U TOpa3/10-ropaso MyIIUCTeN.

— Bcee, xBatut! — mpoOyxTes KOT. — A Tl MOJIOZell. XaMCTBO s Ha JIyX He TMEPeHOIIly, TaK 4TO
Pas3o3MIICs, HACTPOMICS, Oyy KpaTh C YIOBOILCTBUEM !

Kot 06nu3HyJcs, BHITAHYI KOT'TH ellie CUJIbHee, MOAJICS KO MHE, a 51, CMesICh HaJl €r0 MPOKOp-
JIMBOCTBIO Y YTPO3aMH, MOJIOKUJIA JIAJOHb EMY Ha TOJIOBY U NOIVIaANIA.

Kor nepnyincs.

KyBbIpHYyIICSt Uepes ToJIoBy U CJIeTesl C MOHMX HOT, OTIPHITHYB Ha Mapy METPOB.

— Y-4T0... — mpoImmMIes OH, CBepKas I71a3amMu, Kak (apaMu Ha MoBopote. — Y-4To TOJIBKO UTO
ObL10?!

— Tebs g0, He rIaguIn HUKoraa?

[NomymaB nmapy cekyH, CJIOBHO ISHCTBUTEIbHO BCIOMMHAS, KOT KAYHYJI TOJIOBOU M BKPaTIMBO
TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— A 3auem?

— U 6ab6a [dycs nukorga He dyecana 3a ymkoMm? He rmaauna no my3uky? He neprana 3a TBOM
XBOCTHK?

— babku He BXOAAT B Kpyr MOMX MHTepecoB. OHU CIUIIKOM ciiadble, X HEHAJO0JIro XBaTaer.
W BooOiie. .. — KOT MpUkKajl Yl K TOJIOBE, BTSHYJ U 0€3 TOro IJIOCKUH KUBOT U OOCPHYIT JIAIKH
TUIEIIUBBIM XBOCTOM. — Hedero MeHst Tporars!
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— Kak ckaxelnb, — oxas 1iedamu, sl CHOBa B3IJIsSIHYJIA HA BTOPYIO BEPb, IPUKHbIBASI, I0CTa-
TOYHO JIM OTJOXHYJIa, YTOOBI 10OPaThCs 10 HEee.

Nrak, KOT MOHATHSA HEe MMeNT HU O Kakoi 6ade [lyce. [IBe qBepu B jiec BeCTH HE MOIJIHM — TIO
KpaifHeil Mepe, B OHY M Ty K€ €r0 4acTh, TaK YTO 32 STOH 51 paCCUMTHIBAIA YBUETh UTO-TO OoJiee
uHTepecHoe. Jlyuie Obl CBOI0 KOMHATY WJIM Ha KPaWHWIA CITy4ail — 3HAKOMBIN TIOIbE3]], HO €CJIH 3TO
OyleT BaHHAasl WM KyXHsI, TO)KE BapHaHT HEIJIOXOH. DJIeMEeHTapHO XOTeJIOCh MHUTh M YMBIThCS. A
HEKOTOPBIM, CYAs 1O yTPOOHBIM 3ByKaM U BO3OOHOBJICHUIO YIPO3, BCE TAK K€ HE TEPIeOCh TIOECTb.

— K oMy ke, — HpaBOYUYHTENHHO BEIIAJIo TO Ja3acToe 4y0, — C MOTEHIIMAILHBIMY KePTBAMHU
JIydIlie He 3aBsI3bIBATh OTHOIIEHUH. VX BeJjb MOKHO HayaTh kajieTh! A s 1 63 TOro CJMIIKOM JOJTO
Tepren u aepxkaics! Yk aymal, 4To IpuaeTcs PUCKHYTh M BBIUTH M3 IoMa. A TyT Takas yjgaua cBa-
Jtack — nenad tel! U He Ooulbed, miaBHoe! 1o Kak Tak?

— MHe KakeTcsl, Ha CEerofHs 51 yxke 0TO0sIaCh, — s TOMOPIINJIACh, BCIOMHUB O Torope. — U Thi
npaB. To, 4To 51 BCe elle 1enasi, JeUCTBUTENILHO OOJbIIast yaya.

— Takas mokyiagucTas... — KOT JOBOJIBHO MYPJIBIKHY/I U BCIUIECHYI IByMsI TIepeTHUMHU Jiarl-
Kamu. — § B BocxuieHuu!

XMBIKHYB, 51 yIepJach pyKamMH B CTeHY U cTasia mogHuMarhest. CnabocTh Bee ele YyBCTBOBa-
J1ach, HO TOJIOBA YK€ He KPYKUJIach, 1a ¥ OOJIb OTITYCTHIIA BUCKU — HABEPHOE, 51 TPOCTO PUHIOXAJIACh.
MeHe ynanoch He TOJIBKO BCTaTh, HO M ClIeiaTh Iar.

— Kyna?! — mopasuiics kot. — Bexwuis?! 51 uto, nomyvaercs, XBaawi Teos 3ps?!

— Hy... — 1 ¢ TpynoMm cenana eie oAuH Iar, IOTOM ellie OUH, — €CJIM 3TO MoXoXke Ha Oer-
CTBO...

Jowst 10 KpoBaTH, 51 yepiach O CIIMHKY PYKOW, BHIIOXHYJIa — OAKATUTD Obl KUHCHI, YTOOBI
CTaJI0 MEHee JKapKo, HO O0I0Ch, UTO HE BHITPAMITIOCh. C1a00CTh HAXJIBIHYJIa HOBOW BOJIHOM, ITPUIILIIOCH
MIPUJIOKUTH YCUJIHSI, YTOOBI OISITh HE CBAUTHCA.

— Hy na, — 3a Bpems1, 4ToO 51 CTOsIIa, KOT yCIiesl 0OOOMTH BOKPYT MEHS U KPOBATH HECKOJIBKO pa3
U C JIOBOJILHBIM BHUJIOM YCECThCsI HAITPOTUB, — TIOXOXKeE, 3P s BOJIHYIOCh: JAJIeKO HEe YHIeb.

— A Kyza 31ech yiaenib? — s paBHOAYIIHO MOXaa IUleYaMH. — 3a TOW JBEpBIO JIeC U JAUKUE
3BEpH, a 32 ITOM. . .

— Hy na, — cornacuicst KOT, MOMEHTAJILHO YOMBasi MOU HAJIEK/Ibl, — 32 9TOW BOOOIE HUYETO
MHTEPECHOTO HET.

— Boobme?

— Vry. becnione3noe nomereHue.

W Bce-Taku A pemnia NpoBepUTh.

CoOpaBIIuch ¢ AyXoM, OCTaBIJIa CIMHKY KPOBaTH B TIOKOE U MPOIILIa Aajblie. Y JABEpU OrJis-
HYJIach Ha KOTa, a TOT CMOTPEJI C TAKOW TOCKOH U TIeUaJibio, Kak OyATO MPOIajcs CO MHOM.

— Yro He Tak?

— Ha3T0... XKajKo, 9To TH Tak ceds pacxonyelib. He Gepesxerb Tl ce0st coBceM. — OH rpycTHO
B31OXHYJ. — Jlexana Obl ThI cebe, OTAbpIXalla THXOHEUKO Ha MOJy — U Te0e yI0OHO, M MHE CHITHO. A
TO BCE Maellbcs, Maelbesi. A Mo# roson pactet! M s1 cKopo BOT Kak 03Bepelo U Kak HaOpoITych!
U 6ynet Beap OOBHO!

— IlpaBUibHO paccyskaelib, — MOXBAIIIA ero. — Tak 4yTo B TBOMX MHTEpecax He Jenarh Iiry-
MIOCTEH 1 HEe 3aCTaBJISATh MEHs JeJ1aTh OOJIBHO.

1 B3simach 3a pyuKy JBEpH, MPOBEPHYJIA €€ U IarHy/a B Ipyrylo KOMHATy, 4yTh MEHee TEMHYIO,
yeM mnpeabiaymas. [lonsiTasach HAUTH BBIKJIIOYATENh HA CTEHE — Oe3yCrelHO. A KOT CH/Iel AajieKo
0331 U, CY/s TI0 HEYETKOMY U MEpIAIOIIEMY CUSHUIO, U3yMJIEHHO MOPTaJl.

— He nonsin, — mocnblmancst pe3kuid BHIIOX. — DTO UTo ceituac Oput0? Yrposa? Mue?! Dii! i,
ThI!

— Wnu clona! — nospana ero.
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MoMeHTaIbHO JIOTaJaBIIUCh, 3aU4eM OH HYXeH, KOT PUTHX U 3aKPbUT IJIa3a — CTAJIO KyJa TeM-
Hee, yeM pasbliie. U Tenepb OTUSTIMBO CITBIINIAICS CKYJIEK 32 TOW ABEPbI0, HEBHATHOE MIOTPECKUBAHKE
B 9TOI KOMHATe, 3BYK Kallaiolled BOIbl M TUXUI, 37IOBEIIUN U MPUOTMKAIOIIUICS CKPEKEeT KOTOTKOB
TMOJ3YIIIEr0 KO MHE CYITIeCTBa.

— Wa-ny Ha 3-3amax, — 3710efCKU NpoIuUIieNn KoT. — K-x-paThb, 1opa K-x-paTh!

Kot He coBpas1 — OH niepeIBUTANICS C 3aKPBITHIMHU I71a3aMU, U PACCUMTHIBAIT HA UHBIE OPUCHTHUPHI,
TaK KaK CMEIIHO W CO 3HAYCHHEM IIeBe M yCaMH. YChI YeTKO TIOKa3bIBAJIM Ha MEHS, HO TO JI OH
YCOMHUJICS, TO JIM 3a/lyMaJiCsi, HO MUMO JIBepH ITPOMaxHYJICS. Yiepcsl B MOPOXkeEK, TKHYJICS elle pa3
HEJIOBEPUMBO MOPIOUKOM, TIOTPOTaJ POCTPAHCTBO JIAIKOM, B3IOXHYJI M PUOTK PLTT OMWH IJ1a3.

— 3axoau yxe, — IpUIJIacuiia ero M cama Ipoliia Briyob.

— 91! — no3Ba KOT ¢ nopora. — Thl 3T0. .. HE paccKa3biBail HUKOMY, JiaHO? §I XOopoIuii 0XoT-
HUK, 3TO S TaK... OroJIofai Mmpocro!

— A KoMy 3J1eCh pacCKa3bIBaTh? — pa3BeJia s pyKaMu, a KOT 3aMETHO B30OOPUIICS U HA PAJIOCTIX
OTKPBUT BTOPOH IJ1a3, [IOMOTasi MHE OCMOTPEThCHI.

— U 10 BepHO, — nogmakHyi oH. — Hy nma. Yero 3o s1? ['oBOpIO ke, TOJOIHBIN 51, TYro coodpa-
xKaro!

Kot kanoBasicsi JOBOJBHO TMPaBAUBO — B3[bIXaJI, Ka4asl IOJIOBOM, 3aKaThIBA IJ1a3a, OIJISIbI-
BaJICSl B MOMCKAX TOTO, KTO CHEIIUT K HEMY, TAKOMY TAJIAHTIMBOMY, Ha IMOMOIIb. biaromaps atomy
s1 CMOIJIa OCMOTPETBCSI M TIOHSITh, YTO C 3TOW JIBEPhIO JIEMCTBUTENILHO MOBE3JIO — 32 HEW OKa3alach
KyXHS.

JIOBOJILHO CKPOMHasl, CO CKPHITSIIIUMHU CTBOPKAMHM HABECHBIX SIIIUYKOB, HO C KOe-KaKUMU
3aracamu, CyJisi o HAOUTBHIM TKaHEBBIM Meroykam. [IoMUMO MaJIeHbKOTO CTOJIMKA Y OTHOTO U3 OKO-
IIeK U ABYX JPEBHUX CTYJIbEB, CKPUITHYBIIUX OT MOETO IMTPUKOCHOBEHU S, B HAIMIMU ObUT HEOOJIBIIION
XOJIO/IMJTHHUIK.

OTKpBIB €ro, s1 U3yMJICHHO TIPUCBUCTHYJIA — BO-TIEPBBIX, OTTYAA ABIXHYJIO OJarogaTHOM Mpo-
XJIAJION, a BO-BTOPHIX, YCTAHOBJIGHHAS! BHYTPH JIAMITOYKA OCBETHJIa HE TOJILKO KOMHATY, HO M KOe-
KaKue MPOIYKTHI.

— A TbI TOBOPUJI: HUYETO MHTEPECHOTO! — 51 ¢ YIIPEKOM 0OepHYJIach K KOTY.

A TOT BO BCe Ila3a CMOTpeJ Ha XOJIOMWIBHWK M HEPBHO Jeprai rnepeaHei jankoi. [Totom
HEJIOBEPUMBO MPOTEP OJIMH IJIa3, UKHYJ U TPeOOBATEIBLHO 3aKpUYal BO BCIO IJIOTKY:

— 3akpsiBail! Ckopeil 3aKkpbiBaii!

Bups, dro s He pearupylo, OH pBaHyJI BIiepe/l, CXBaTHJICH 3a PYUKY, OTTECHSISI MEHs, U 3aCTa-
BUJT JIBEPb XOJIOAUIBHUKA 3aXJIOMHYTHCS. [Tociie Yero mpuBaimics K TEXHUKE U3MYYEHHBIM TeJIbIEM,
BBIJIOXHYJI ¥ YCTAJIO MOTep JIAMKOM JI00.

— Tsl uTO, — 51 MpHCena nepe KOTOM, — YTO-TO YBHJEI Tam?

Sl oxkumana ycplmarh BCe, YTO YTOJHO, KPOMe TOTO, UTO YCIIbIIIANIA.

— CMepTh CBOIO, — TUXO MPU3HAJICS KOT.
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I'maBa Ne 4

[TonbiTKa y3HATH Y KUBOTHOTO, UTO UIMEHHO €r0 TaK HAIlyTraJo, ycrexa He Bo3biMena. OH TSKKO
B3/IbIXaJT M 3aKaThIBAJI [71a3a, KOTJA 51 MOBTOPSIACh C BOIIPOCAMMU, OTIIATHIBAJICS U 3aKPbIBAJI JIAKAMU
POT, Korja s TSHyJach K HeMy, YTOObl MOMIaAnuTh. Y HEPBHO IIEBEeIW ycaMu-JIoKatopamu, OyaTo
MIPUCITYIINBASCH K KAKAOMY ILIOPOXY.

Crpanso. [TotoMy 4TO [10 3TOr0 €ro He BOJIHOBAJIA HU JUKHE 3BEPU CO CBETSALLIMMUCS IJIa3aMU
3a ABEpbIO, HU MOE CIIOHTaHHOe MosiBeHue. Kcratu, s BpeMeHHO OTcTalla OT KOTa C BOIPOCAMHU PO
XOJIONWJIbHUK U MOUHTEPECOBAIACHh TEM, KaK OH OTpearupoBaj Ha MOe BTOpXkKEHHE Ha ero TeppuTo-
puiIo.

— A 3TO HEe MOSI TEPPUTOPH S, — BSJIO BO3PA3UI OH.

— A ypg?

Kot moxan rieunkamu, Kak 4esioBeK v B3AOXHY.I. [IpMKpBIB 1a3a, MOHAOTIONAN 32 TeM, KakK s
OTOIIIIa K KYXOHHOM MOWKE, OTKPbLJIa KalaoIuil KPaH U ¢ YIOBOJILCTBHEM OIMoJIocHYa Juio. Cooo-
pasuB, UTO sI He COOMPAIOCh OOPOTHCS C HUM 3a XOJIOAWJIBHUK, OH 3aMETHO pacciaduiIcs U Mojio0-
pen. Jdaxe moBesai, 4To ObLT OYEHb Pajl, KOTJA YCIBIIIAT KaKOK-TO IIyM, a TIOTOM YBUJIENl MEHS B
yIy KOMHaThl. Takyio 0e3BOJIbHYIO, TaKyI0 MOKIaaucTyo. [IoToMy 4TO OH Belb rOJIOfIeH, a TYT Takasi
yaaya!

Kort yxe He pa3 Aenan HaMeKH Ha TO, UTO s aCCOLMUPYIOCh Y HEro C €0, HO 51 ObliIa yBepeHa,
YTO Y HETO HEMHOT'O ITyTAIOTCSI MBICIIM. DTH )KUBOTHBIE JTofiel He ensT. U BooOie 6e3onacHbl. MHaue
Obl 6aba [lycs yke 3aBoeBajia He TOJNBKO TEPPUTOPUIO HAIETO MOAbe3/a, HO M paiioHa, WM BeCh
ropojl, Yero yx.

ITpocto kot xoten ectb. M naBHO, cyas no Openy, Kotopeiii Hec. Her, s1 661 6e3 mpoOiieM ero
MOKOPMMJIA, €CJT Obl OH OCTaBHJI B TOKOE XOJMOAWIBHUK. HO OH Tak W cujiel mojjie Hero, CBepKal
OIac/IMBO I71a3aMH B MOIO CTOPOHY M pa3Bjiekasl pasroBopamu. Kopoue, 3aroBapuBait 3yOsl.

Tak, 6;1aroapst €ro ClOHTAaHHOK OOJITJIMBOCTH YAJIOCh Y3HATH, YTO B 3TOM JIOME KOT MOCEIIHIICS
BCero napy Hezenb Hazaji. llen-men Mumo, 3aMeTus1 3a0pOIIeHHbIN ¢ BUY J0OM U 3aiiien B Hero. U
Jocesie HUKTO B JIOME He MOSIBJISUICS, TO €CTh BRIOOP OH CieNall MPaBUJIbHBIN, a TYT BIPYT !

— Kcraru, a rae a? — 3a1ana HauboJsee BOJHYIOIIMA MEHS BOITPOC.

— Kak rge? B Tuxux 3emiisx, eCTeCTBEHHO! — 3alluIies1 BO3MYILEHHO KOT, a IIOTOM OIJISIHYJICS
Ha XOJIONWIBHUK U Kyjia 60jiee MUPHO JOOABIII. — A, Hy J1a. ..

OOHapyX¥B B OTHOM U3 BEPXHUX SIIIMKOB CTAKaH, TIIATEILHO €r0 MOMbLIA M HAKOHEI[ HAIMJIaCh
Bobl. KoT, Korja s npemjioxkuia u eMy, HpaBOy4UTeIbHBIM TOHOM 3aMeTHJI, YTo Boja — He eaa! U
OOMKEHHO 3aMOJTJall, KOTJIa S TOMBITAIACh TPOJOJIKUTh PACCITPOCHI.

XOTsl IOMYCKal0 MBICJIb, YTO OH MPOCTO He ObUT B Kypce, KaK Ha3bIBAeTCsI TOT MUP U U3 Yero
cocToAT 3TU camble Tuxue 3emn. Kak 1714 KoTa, OH ¥ €3 TOro MHOT'O 3HaJI, ¥ ObUT HE TOJILKO HATJIBIM,
HO U YMHBIM.

[NoiimaB ce0s1 HA TOM, YTO PacCykJal 00 MHTEUIEKTE TOBOPSIIEro KOTa, MOHsUIA, YTO MO
CO3HaHMeE JIOITyCKaeT He TOJIbKO 3Ty MbICTb. HO U To, UTO 51 neficTBUTENRHO B IpyroM mupe. He cruio,
HE HaXOXych Oe3 YyBCTB B CBOEH KBapTupe, a 371ech, B Tuxux 3emisax. U Bce, 4TO CO MHOM TTPOUC-
XOIUT — HE BHe3aIHas MU30(peHus, a Mo-HACTOALIEMY.

W 4ro teneps aenats?

[To3zke 51 B geTayisix BOCMPOU3BEY B MAMSITH CJIOBA OPKa, MOJYMAI0 O CTPAHHOCTSIX MPOXKOP-
JIMBOTO KOTa, XpaHSIIero 3a MyIIKCTON Ma3yXoil KakKue-To CEKPETUKH, a MOKa eJUHCTBEHHOE, UTO 51
MOTY — 9TO Ha4uaTh OCBaUBAThCSI.

C onackon npucesna Ha CKpUIHYBLIMH CTYJI, BBUKAJIa NIapy CEKYH]] U HAKJIOHMJIACh MO/IKAaTaTh
TOKAHCBL. CTYJI CKpUITHYJI OTYasiHHEN U MTOIIATHYJICS.

— BoT k-:kMOT! — BbIpyrascs focese MOJTYaBIIUi KOT.
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— Krto? — 6pocuia Ha HEero JOOOMBITHHIN B3IJIS.

—3TOT... — KOT ovecal JIAMKOH JIOO ¥ pHIyMaJl, Kak BRIKPYTUTBCS. — XO35MH Joma. Bot KTo.

To ecTb, OH 3HaN, KTO XO31H 3TOro goMa. Ho MHe mouemy-To roBOpUTh He XOTeJ.

— Hy noyemy cpazy xkmot? — Bo3pasuia 51 MSTKO. — MOXeT, MPOCTO YeJIOBEK OUeHb Oe/IHBII.

— Ara, yenoBek! — (ObIpKHYT KOT. — Ara, Oeansiii! [la oH 3Haenb KTo?!

- Kr0?

3akaTaB IKMHCHI YyTh BBIIIE IUKOJIOTOK — OOJIbIIIE HE TIO3BOJISLT MIOKPOM, S BHIPSMIIACH U
B3IVISTHYJIA Ha KOTa. A TOT 3aKpbUT JIATKAMH POT, TOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHsI M PEIlvI eIl U I71a3a 3aKPhITh,
YTOOBI YK TOYHO ce0sl HE BbIIATh.

— 4 Mmonuy, — THXO BbLIABWII KOT. — MeHs 371ech Her!

— Kak ckaxerb.

BricTpo, 4TOOBI OH HE yCIeNn OAyMaThCs, s MOIONUIA K XONMOAUIBHUKY, B35UJIaCh 32 PyUKY U CTalla
OTKpbIBaTh JBepb. KOT MbIXTe, comen, XoTesl BO3MYTUThCS, HO He MOT. [IpeKkpacHO MOMHs 0 cBoeM
oOelIaHNH U MIOHUMAs], YTO Pa3 ero HeT, 51 UMEI0 MPaBO HE CYMTATHCS C €0 UHTEPECAMHU.

Ho notom He Bblaep:ka, ynepcsi JIarikaMy B IBEPb XOJIOAWIbHUKA U CTaJl 'POMKO BormuTh. Her,
HE «MsIy-Msy», a Clleyloliee:

— V-6uB-nia! Y-6uB-11a mosi! Aii-ia s, ail 1a HecuacTHasi keprtBa! Aii-aid, 1a ToMorure xe!

[MpuzHatock, 310 ObLTO Jake 3a0aBHO. 1 KOTY HpPAaBUJIOCH ypaunThCsl, 1 MHE ObLJIO MHTEPECHO
3a HUM HaOmoaaTh. Ho B Kakoi-To MOMEHT OH OITyCTHJI JIATIKH, CKaTUJICS BJOJIb XOJIOAMIIBHUKA, 00ep-
HYJICSI KO MHE, BBIITYCTHJI OCTPbI€ [UIMHHBIE KOI'TH Y 3aIlUIeN, Iepei/is B HACTYIJICHHE:

— He c-cmeit! 4 ckazan: He c-cMell OTKpbIBATh!

['maza KOTa CBEpKHY/IM, CTaB sipye, a YEpPHBIA Y3KUN 3pauoK pacHIMPHJIICS, BHITECHSST OEJIbIit
[BET. YXKe CITyCTs Tapy CEeKYH/1 B3IbIOJICHHBIN KOT CMOTPEJT Ha MEHS COBEPILIEHHO YePHbIMHU CBETSI-
muMucs razamu. HeMHoro xkyTkoe 3penuiie, Koraa TeMHoTa cusieT. Ho BRI eno MIMeHHO Tak.

A TIOTOM 3TOT YepHbII KOMOK OCKAJIMJICS U IIarHys1 KO MHE.

A MHe BrIepBbIE 32 JJOJITUE TOJbI CTAJIO CTPAILITHO.

JlefACTBUTEILHO CTPAIITHO.

Ho notom s1 BcioMHMIa, YTO OOSITHCSI MHE HEUEro, U... YAMBUTEIBHO, HO HABAXKIECHHUE CXJIbI-
HyJ10. He Ob110 MenTKO# MPOTUBHOM APOKH, HOBBIE KalleJIbKH JIMITKOTO MOTa BBICTYIWIIM HE OT yXKaca,
a TOW e HEBEPOSTHOU Kapbl, a KOT CMa3ajCs U CIWICSI C TEMHOTOW HACTOJIBKO, YTO B KaKOW-TO
MOMEHT $1 TIepecTaa ero BUAETh U BOCIIPUHUMATh BCEPhE3.

He Buxy. Het ero. A mmnenue, pazaaoineecs Mojl CBETAIMMIECS YCaMH, He TOOaBJISIIO CTpaxa,
a BeceuJIo.

Cyns no oOpa3oBaBIIeMyCsi CTYCTKY B Tape IaroB OT MeHsl, KOT IPUroToBmics K arake. Ho
BbUKIAJ cekyHay. pe. U, ckopee Bcero, mepeaymall, IoToMy YTO TPOSIBUICS M3 TEMHOTHI, 33 yM-
YHBO TIOTEP JIAMKOU JIOO M TaKXke, B JIOO, 3a1aJI BOIPOC:

— DW, TBI YTO, MajIaxoybHas, 4To Jn?!

— Kak porapganca?

— Jla Tak! — OypKHYJT OH HeIOBOJILHO. — Hu pa3y He Buzes, YToObl KTO-TO YJbIOAJICS, KOrIa Ha
Hero HarnaaaoT. [Torom — f1a, peakiws pasHoit ObiBaeT. Ho 10? HernpaBuiibHO 3TO Kak-To.

— IIpocrtu, yToO pazoyaposaia.

— Hewckpenne mpocuiiis mporeHusi, — ypeKkHy/1 KoT. — He 4yBcTByI0 HCKpeHHOCTH !

— IIpoctn.

— Of1, a Bpelb Thl Bce! — cHOBa mpuapaicst ToT. — [lneBars Tebe Ha Mou uyBcTBa! S ke He
mpocTo Tak cede! 51 ke TBOM IMOIMU TYBCTBYIO !

ToJBKO s IPUIILIA K BBIBO/Y, YTO BCE JIOTUYHO: HAIIIM KOTHI BE/Ib TOXKE YTEHIAal0T CBOMX XO35IEB,
Korja Te O0Je0T WM He B HacTpoeHuH. [laxke TrcKaTh ceOst TO3BOJISIOT, XOTS B APYTUe THU MOTYT
CTPOUTH U3 cedst HenoTpor. Kak BApyr pazaascs CTpaHHBIA ypyaluii 3ByK, a KOT BCIUIECHYJI JIATTKAMH,
MOBAJIMJICSL Ha OOK, B3IOXHYII, IJ1a3a 3aKPbUI M €/1Ba CJIBIIIHO MPOIIETTAa:
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— IIpocrtu 3a Bce... S ymuparwo... ot rojona. .. Jlepxkancs, CKOJIbKO MOT, yMasl BOT OHO, CIla-
CEeHHe, Ja BUJHO He Cyap0a. .. He CyIbOMHYIIKA. . .

Cepoe Tesblie apy pa3 B3POrHYJI0, KOT IIMBITHYJI HOCOM, PE3KO B3JOXHYJI, BBIIOXHYII ...

[Tputux.

Heckonpko cexyHa npopaepikaics I0CTOMHO. A MOTOM He BbIAEPKasl M B3IVISIHYJI HA MEHs C
YIIPEKOM.

— Yero momuuiib? Ckaxelllb, HEIOCTOBEPHO Chirpasi? BOT 3/IbIAHS Thl, MOXKET, M HE 3ps1 Monajia
K Hemy-T0. Hu ogHo¥ cne3unku B ma3y! U He crapaiicsi! — monpekHys1 OH, KOrja s HECKOJIBKO pa3 B
IIyTKYy MOPrHYJIa M CKOPOHO B3/10XHYa. — S Bce Buxky! U 4yBCTBYIO, TOBOPHIT Ke !

— I'oBopuJ1, — 1ackoBO MOATBEpAWIIA S M TIPUCENIA C HUM PSABIIIKOM, YYaCTJIMBO 3arjisiHyJa B
CHSIOIIHE T71a3a OeJIoro 1BeTa U Monpocuia. — MoxkeT, CKakelllb HaKOHeIl, 4eid 310 gom? U urto Te
MMeJl B BUJly, KOTJa cKa3all, uTo 5 nomnania K «HeMy». K komy — k Hemy?

Kot 3agymaiics.

A B crieqyoIyio CeKyHIy B 00Opa30BaBILEHCsl TUIIMHE MbI C HUIM 00a OTYETIMBO YCIIBIIIAIM
CTYK BO BXOJHYIO /IBepb. Bps 1 310 cTy4anu Te 3Bepu, KOTOpbIX Mbl He mycTriii. Ho torga kro?

Sl momHsNack, a KOT BCKOYMJI, 000eXkan MeHsl, MoMMaJl JIaKaMH 32 HOTH U TUXOHEUKO 3aXHbI-
KaJl:

— He BbiiaBaii mens1. He BbiiaBaii MeHst um! Jlydiiie mycTh s OT rojiofa C-CI0XHY, YeM Tak!

B nBeps BHOBb nocTy4anu. JIanku KOTUKa CTasii Oosiee HEeNKUMHU.

— To ecTb, THI 3HaeIIb, KTO K HAM MOXaJIOBaj? — 1orajauach fi.

[lepecraB XHbIKaTh, KOT NOCHEUIHO KMBHYJI M JJACKOBO ITPOBEJI JIAIKOW IO MOEH IIUKOJIOTKE.

— Bor BuaMinb, Kak Mbl IPUBBIKJIM OpYyT K Apyry! Thl yk-:ke TOBOpHILb, YTO «IOKAJIOBA K
HAM>». To ectb, MBI Beab BMecTe, ga? Tol 1 1. BmecTte xe!

— EcrecTBeHHO, — yTemmia s KoTa, ¥ KOrja B IBepb CHOBA [OCTYYaJIi, IOMHTEPECOBAIIACH €TO
MHeHueM. — Eciii otMomnmuatbes, yuayT?

— Hea, — mpuyHbLT TOT 1 IocoBeToBa. — Ho 1 OTKpbIBaTh HEe 00s13aTenbHO. He 3ps ke B 3THX
nsepsix takue wenau! Yro Hazo — ycapimar!

Mexay TeM, CTyK TIOBTOPHJICS, U CTal Oosiee pe3KUM, HACTOMUMBBIM. [10nXBaTHB yAMBIEHHO
MSYKHYBILIETO KOTa, 5l CaMa NOPaKeHHO KPsKHYJIa OT ero Beca. Korjga oH nepecra OKUPOBAHO XJIO-
aTh I7a3aMH, OCBEIIEHUE CTaIo OoJiee-MeHee CHOCHBIM, U 'y JIBEpH s OblIa yKe uepe3 Mmapy CeKyHI.
Ho crouso k Helt npuOIM3UThCS, OH CIPBITHYJI C MOMX PYK M CKPBUICS B OJHOM U3 YIJIOB TEMHOT'O
aoma.

— K10 Tam? — HayueHHast FOPbKUM OIIBITOM, IOUHTEPECOBAIACH 51 YEPE3 JBEPD.

— JloOpoii Houw, Jienu! — pa3aaics B OTBET MPUSATHBIA MYKCKOU royoc. — MeHs 30ByT JIOMKO
Bappownc. f — HouHO# cTpak 3Toro jeca. [Ipoctute 3a 6ecriokoiicTBo. Bbl onHa B tome? ¥V Bac Bce
B nopsjike?

— oGpoii HOuH, — OTBETHIIA s1 HACTOPOJKEHHO, TOMHS, YeM 3aKOHUIJICS [Tl MeHsI BUUT Jpy-
rOro My>KUMHBI, KOT/Ia 51 KaK pa3 OblIa ofiHa B JoMe. — Y MeHs BCe B MOPSI/IKE.

—IIpoctuTe, YTO BHIHYK/IEH HACTOSATH U HA BTOPOM OTBETE. BBl B JoMe 01Ha? DTO OYEHb BaXKHO.
Brbl MOKeTe, camu TOro He 3Hasi, HAXOIUTBLCS B OMACHOCTH. Y Most 0051I3aHHOCTD — Bac 3alUTHUTh.

B onHOM M3 yIJIOB KOMHATHI 3alllypLIajiy, s 3aMETUJIA, KaK Ha MOJOKOHHUK MPBITHYJ TEMHBIN
KOMOK U CTaJl IOCHEUIHO JIepraTb CTBOPKY OKHa.

—OpnHa, — oTBeTHIIA 51, U TEMHbII KOMOK Ha ITOJJOKOHHUKE YCTIOKOMJICSL, @ HA MEHSI HEJOBEPYUBO
YCTABWJIMCh JBa CBETSILMXCS IJ1a3a.

— Bl yBepeHbl? — He yHUMaJICs cTpak. — Jles10 B TOM, UTO MbI MILIEM OYEHb OIACHYIO TBaph, U €€
CJIeIbl TEPSIIOTCS BO3JIE Ballero AomMa. Moxer ObITh, MHE JTyUllle 3aiTH U TPOBEPHTH, ACHCTBUTEIHHO
71 y Bac Bce B nopsake? EcrecTBeHHO, ¢ Balllero no3BojieHus, Jeiu.
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— ¥V MeHs Bce B MOpsifIKe, — YCIIBIIIAB TIOSICHEHU I MY>KUMHBI, 51 TlepecTajia oOpaiarh BHUIMaHAE
Ha KOTa, /1a ¥ TOT 3aMETHO paccaOuiIcs, Jier Ha MOJIOKOHHUK U paccMaTpuBal HeOO. — A KaKylo-TO
TBaphb s JEUCTBUTEIILHO BUJIENA, HO YCIiesia BOBPEMsI 3aKPhITh ABEPH.

— To ecTb, — mOMOJTYAB, c/IeNIaJT BHIBOJ, CTPaXk, — Bbl HE Ja€Te CBOETO pa3pelleHus Ha TO, YTOOBI
sI BOIIIETL.

— CoBepllieHHO BEPHO.

— Mory s y3HaTh: noyemy?

— HouHoe mosiBneHne My:K4uMH Ha MOEM TOpore ¢ HEJaBHUX TOp IMyraeT MeHs KyAa CUJIbHee
KaKUX-TO 3BEpeH.

— Mosker, Bbl yrounure? U eciny B MOUX CHJIaX IOMOYb. . .

— ITpumera mutoxas.

3a 1Bepblo MocblIajcs eapa pa3nnuumMblii cMelok. [aru. Ckopee Bcero, MyunHa COLIEN ¢
1opora, a MoToM MepeayMal, TOTOMY YTO sl BHOBb YCJIBIIIIANIA €TI0 TOJIOC MOJL ABEPHIO:

— A 1HeM s MOTy K BaM IIpUATH ?

— KoHeuHo, — mo3Bosuia .

MyxunHa ymen. $1 mofonuia K KOTy ¥ BMeCTe ¢ HUM B3IJIsIHYJIa Ha YepHOe HeOO, B KOTOPOM
sicHO cusia JlyHa — coBceM, Kak y Hac, M 3Be3/Ibl — TOXKE TaKhe Ke.

— Hy n? — GypkHyJ1 KOT HEAOBOJIBHO.

— Yro — Hy u? — B TOH éMy [MOMHTEPECOBAIACH 1.

— Hy v 3auem Tl 1anHu 3aBoAMIIb Ha cTopoHe? 7K-KMOTy 3TOMY He MOHPABHUTCS, cpa3y Tebe
roBopio!

— Kakue mamnmn?! — Bo3myTiiiach s UICKpeHHe. — D10 cTpax. OH IpocTo MpUIET NPOBEPUTD,
BCE JIM B TIOPSIJIKE B JIOME.

— Hy na, Hy 1a, — KOT BCTas1 Ha 3a/IHUE JIANIKH, TIOATSIHYJ/ICSA YyTh BBEPX U MOCTYYasl MYIIMCTON
Jarnkoi mo Moemy Ji0y. — OH xe Tebe ckazai. [IpenacraBuics. 1o HOUHOM cTpax. HouHOM, IOHU-
Maells?

— W uro?

— A TO, 4TO HOUHBIE CTPAXKH JJHEM TI0 TOCTSIM HE XOASIT, CIIAT OHU JHEM, — CHU30IIEN O 00b-
SICHEHUSI KOT. — A 3ToT 3aBTpa npuripercs! Crnenaer 11 tebs uckmodeHue. Yxk-xac! IlepBblil 1eHb
B JIOME XK-’KEHHXa, a yKe IIAlTHA Ha CTOPOHe!

U BoT He 3Ha0, KTO U3 HAac ObUI B OoJiee CIIIBHOM IIoKe. Mnn g or Takux HoBocTer. Minn Kor,
COOOPA3MBILHIA, UTO 51 IAXKe MOHATHS HE MMEI0 PO KaKOr0-TO CBOETO JKeHUXA.
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I'maBa Ne 5

— Wnem, — BHOBb ITOAXBAaTUB KOTA, 51 ABUHYJIACh B HAIPABJICHUN KyXHHU.

ToTr 03aJa4eHHO MUCKHYJI, a IOTOM PaccaaOuIICs M CBECHII JIanKH. Jlake MOCITyIIHO CMOTpe
TOJIBKO BIEpesl, YTOObI MHE OBUIO MPOIIE UATH.

3aMUHKa BO3HMKJIA, KOrJa s 3aX0TeJIa CIYCTUTb €0 Ha I10J1 — OH BUENWJICA B MEHSA M 3aMOTaJl
rOJIOBOM, 11IeKOYa Ipy 3ToM ycamu. He 3axoren oH ycaxuBarbes U Ha CTys1. OcMOTpEN €ero ¢ COMHe-
HUEM, JAEPHY/I XBOCTOM M yKa3aJl JIAIKOW Ha JPyroy CTYII:

— Hecu tyna! I1pi1b THI Tam yke CBOMMH IITAHAMM CTEPJIA, TAK YTO MOXKHO U MHE IOCULIETD,
HUYEro He OOsCh.

— Tl mpaB, — OTITYCTHB CBOIO HOLLY B YKa3aHHOM MECTE, 51 B3IVISIHYJIA Ha €10 KyLIbI XBOCT, — K
TBOEMY ITPUCTYILY OJI0JA TOJIBKO IPUCTYNA AJUIEPTUU U HE XBaTaJIo!

— IIpaBuJIbHBINA NOIXOA KO MHE, OepesKJIMBBIA, — HE CMYTHJIACh 9Ta Harsiast Mopaa. — Ho yutu:
TO, YTO MHE TeNepb CUJIETh YIOOHO, HE O3HAYAET, UTO 5 [IEPEXOTE ECTh.

— Bor ¢ aroro u Haunewm. .. [lonceeru-ka.

Kot nocnymHo npocienuit 3a MHOM B3IVISAOM, U 51 CMOIJIa HAUTU B OJHOM U3 BEPXHUX ALIMYKOB
HEOOJIBIIYIO CTONKY KaKMX-TO TPSNOK. B3sB OHY M3 HUX, IPUHIOXAJIAch, MOHSIA, YTO OHA HOBAas U
cTepJia €10 MblUIb CO BTOPOIo CTYyJa. SI-TO ee He BHKY, HO KOT OJOOPUTESbHO XMBIKHYJ. Bripouem,
MIOTOM MaxHYJI JJANIKOM ¥ COOOIIMII, YTO TYT BCE PABHO CTOJIBKO I'PSA3M, YTO HUKOIZIA HE OTMOEIIb, a
HayMHaTh BOOOILIE HAaJ0 ¢ MOUX IITaHOB. OHU, MOJI, HE TOJIBKO C JIBIPKaMH, HO U TaKue NbUIbHBIE,
YTO, IVIAAA HA HUX, YKE UMXaTh XOUETCH.

— Taxk uTo ) He yMxaeub? — COPOCHIA ET0.

— Cwity Boym Kauaro! — XBacTJIMBO OTBETHJI OH. — Bce Mory creprers — BO Kak!

— Bee?

—Kpowme ronona! — 3aMeTHB HEMOAIEIBHBIN MHTEPEC C MOE CTOPOHBI, MOCTIEIITHO JOOABUII KOT.

— W onAte MBI BEPHYJIMCh K TOMY, C Y€r0 HayaJli, — KMBHYJIA B CTOPOHY XOJIOAWJIbHUKA. —
ITouemy ThI HE XOYellb, YTOOBI 51 €r0 OTKpbIBaja?

Kot nonsitancs ormanuuBarbest. Ilorom OyxTeTs HeuTO HewieHopaszenpHoe. Ilotom nmpuTBoO-
PUTBCS, UTO HE TIOMMET, O YeM pedb. B o011em, OH BCsiueckr JEMOHCTPHPOBA MHE CBOIO CHITY BOJIH.
A 1OTOM yBUIEIN, YTO 5 BCTaJIa, U MOHSUI, YTO MOSI CWJIA BOJIM HE TaK ITPOKavyeHa, Kak €ro, U 3amell-
KaJICS1, pa3MBIIUIAS: OISATh BOEBATh WM IIOCUAETH, pa3 KOM(OPTHO.

— OTBeTuIIb Ha BCE MHTEPECYIOIUE MEHSI BOIPOCHI — MOKOPMIIIO, — Ioo0e1aa KOTy.

— Brnososns?

— Jla XOTb 10 UKOTHI!

Kora npenyoxenune 3anHTepecoBasio, M OH CTall laBaTh nokasanus. IllernoTom, 4ToOsl HUKTO,
KpoMe Hac ABOMX He yciblmall. [IpeaBaputenbHO ocMOTpeBIIUCh. M, T0OOOPOB Ope3rMBOCTD, IIPU-
KpbIB OMKaiiiee K cede OKOIIKO TPSIKOM, KOTOPOH s BRITHPasa CTYII.

Wrak, okaspiBaeTCs, 3TOT IOM IPUHAJIEKNAT XO3AMHY 3TOro jeca. He yBepeHa, 4To npaBuIbHO
MOHsIJIa KOTa — OH BPEMEHAMH KaK-TO CTPaHHO IIXIIEI, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a BCIJIECKA SMOLIMI U CJIOBHO
nporarbiBai OykBbl. Ho gymato, 4To 0OLIMid CMBICI 51 BCE-TaKH YJIOBUIIA, IOTOMY YTO HECKOJIBKO Pa3
MEPECTIPOCUIIA, [IEPEUHAUUB BOIIPOC.

— JIoM npuHaUIEKNAT CaMOMY ITIABHOMY ?

— Ja.

— Xo3sauny?

— Hy na, na! Ckonbko MoxkHO?! Thl HAMEPEHHO TsAHELIb BpeMsl, YTOObI MEHsI HE KOPMUTB !

B o0miem, xenast mockopei yTOJMUTh TOJI0A, KOT MPUHSIICS 3aKU/IBIBATh MEHsI (DAKTaMH. . .

Hwu 14 koro B Tuxux 3eMisix He HOBOCTb, UTO BBICIIIMM U3-3a UX CUJIBI U OIIPEAEIIEHHBIX CIIO-
coOHOCTEl TshkeNo HailTh cebe mapy. Ho ObITh jKEeHOW TaKoro X03siMHa (TYT KOT OISTh 3allUIIeN), —
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OobIIIast YECTh JTs1 JTI0OOH JIe/In, TIOTOMY KaK MOBBIIIAET He TOJIBKO €€ COIMAJIbHBIN CTaTyC, HO U OMa-
rornojyudue Bceil ee ceMbH. M Tak Kak kesaHue JIIoOOH IeBYIIKY BBITH 3aMy’K 32 BBICHIETO COMHE-
HUIO He nojBepraercs, MiMneparop yrnpasaHuI CBaTOBCTBO JIJIs1 3TOM KaTerOpUH CBOMX TOJJaHHBIX.

Kaxapiit ron cam Mmrieparop mpoBoauT 0Opsizi, KOTOPBI MOMOTaeT MOHSATH: He 00pa30Bajiach
JI1 XOTb OfIHA HOBAsI Mapa Jyisi Beiciiero. M ecim sHepreTryeckre MOTOKM JIEBYIIKY OTKJIMKAIOTCS Ha
Marmueckre OJHOTO U3 MYKYMH, K POOUTEISIM JIequ TIOCTYIAaeT JIeCTHOE MPeJIOKEHNE O BO3MOK-
HOM 3aMYKeCTBe. A JIeli CO BCEMH TOUYECTSIMH IPOBOXKAETCS B 3aMOK, I7ie OyeT KHUTh C OyayIIM
cynpyrom. [To mopore MyApblii U Becesblii MEHECTPENb BCIYECKH pacXBajMBaeT ee N30paHHUKA U
yOexIaeT, uTo TOT JIyuIinuil. PacckaspiBaeT o HeM, MoeT XBaieOHble TMMHBI, IEPECKa3bIBAET UCTOPUIO
€ro CEMbH C APEBHUX BPEMEH.

W tak momy4aercsi, 4ToO KOrjga AEBYIIKA OKa3bIBAETCsl HA MIOPOTe 3aMKa, OHA y)Ke MHOTOe 3HAaeT
0 BKYcax CYKEHOTro, ero MojIBUrax W MpHUBbIUKax. MIMeeT npeacTaBieHne, Kak eMy MOHPAaBUTLCS U
MIPOM3BECTH Ha Hero HamoOosee ONaronpusTHOE BIEUYaTJICHUWE U, TAK CKa3aTh, 3HAET, KAKOM paKypc
MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATD.

Hy u BbIcIImnii TOXe cTapaeTcs, IOTOMY Kak eMHCTBEHHOE KeJlaHue, KOTOPOE Y Hero BO3HUKAET
B CBSI3H C MOSIBJIEHUEM HEBECTHI, — 9TO BCSIYECKU €1 YTOXKIATh.

— Yroxnars? — 9 OKMHYIA B3IVIS10M MPaYHyI0 KOMHATY, Y KOTOPOU €CJTM M MOJKHO OBbLIO HANTH
CXOJCTBO C 3aMKOM, TO MCKJTIOUUTENILHO C TIOIBAILHOW €r0 YacThio. — Thl HUUETo OT ToJIoAa He MOITy-
Tain?

— a uro?! la ... — KOT HACTOJIBKO 3axJIEOHYJICS BO3MYIIEHHEM, UTO C IIIernoTa nepenien Ha
KpUK. — Jla 4to OBl THI 3HAJA, 3TO HAMKMCAHO B KakA0W SHUMKJIoneauu yequ!!! U ecim Th ee He
YHTaIa, 3TO 3HAEIIb, YTO 3HAYuT?! 3Haern?!

— MHe 000NBITHO JPYyroe, — OTMaxXHYJIach sl OT €0 HAMEKOB, — YTO O3HAYAET TO, YTO, B OTIIU-
Yre OT MEeHSI, Thl 3TY KHUTY ISl JISAW YuTas’?

Kot xoten orpbi3HyThCS, Aake MacTb MPUOTKPBUL, a IOTOM 33AyMUYHUBO TOYECaT MaKyIIKy U
BBIIBUHYJI ITPETOJIOKEHHE:

— To, uto 51 0Opa3zoBaHHBIN?

Sl ycmexHynach, ¥ COPUTh C KOTOM IO 9TOMY BOMpocy He crana. Kak u He cTana Temmwurhb
ero caMomoOre MpU3HAHUEM, UTO U3 BCEX KOTOB, KOTOPHIX MHE JOBOIMJIOCH BUAETH U CJBIIIATH, OH
JEVCTBUTEILHO CaMblil YMHBIN.

— A 49TO Ha cuUeT XONOAUIbHHUKA? — BEPHYJIA pa3roBOp B HYXKHOE PYCJIO.

— A 371ech BoOOIIIe Bee Tpoiiie MpocToro! — (PbIPKHYI TOT, MOJBIIEHHBIN, YTO €ro CJIOBO OCTa-
JI0Ch TocyeTHUM. — Tak Kak OymyIuii Cyrpyr Xo4ueT, YTOOBI JIeAH KaK MOKHO ObICTpee cTajla K HeMy
0J1aroBOJIMTH, OH YCTaHABJIMBAET B TIOMEIIEHNH Marndeckue MeTku. Tak, Hu4yero ocodeHnoro. Ho
€CJIM BJIPYT €ro He OKaXeTcsl B 3aMKe BO BpeMsl IPUOBITHS JIe/Id, & OHA MEPECTYIUT MOpor, OH 00
9TOM Y3HAeT U TYT ke IPUMUHTCs Ha BcTpeuy. Hy, nnm eciut BApyr jeau OyeT B 4eM-TO HyKJaThCs.
OH TOXe 00 TOM y3HaeT U MOCIEHINT KaK MOXHO ObICTpee YIOBJIETBOPHUTH €€ HYKIbl!

— U Takas MeTKa ecTb B XOJIOQWJIbHUKE, — ClesIajia BBIBOA 5. — Thl YBUIEN €€ U 10 Hell y3Hal
MMsI XO3sIHA JIOMA.

Kot kuBHYII.

— MmenHo 310 TeOe He MOHPABUIIOCh, — MPOJOJIKHUIIA 5.

Kot HemHoOro nogymait: nmpusHaBaThCsi UM HET, MOTOM, BUAMMO, BCIIOMHUJI TIPO HAIll yTOBOP,
OOJIM3HYJICS U CHOBA KMBHYL.

— Yem oH Tebst He yCTpOm1?

— Jla Bcem! — OypkHYJI OOMKEHHO OH U 3aKaHIOuWI: — f yxke Bce pacckaszai! d ro-ymo-a-Heii!
A TbI 00€-1m1a-J1a!

— O6emana — caenao. Thl e1ie He cKa3all, Kak 30BYT XO35IMHA JJOMA.

Kot cripeirnys co cryna, mofoiesn Ko MHe, 3aCTaBUJI CKJIOHUTBCS U 3aIlIeNTa] HACTOPOKEHHO,
OIJISIIBIBASICH TIO CTOPOHAM:
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— Ecin nponsHecTy ero uMsi Tpy pasa MoApsifl, OH TYT jKe OKaXEeTCs 31ech!

— 51 He coOupaloch ero NMpU3bIBaTh.

— [Nouemy?!

Kot siBHO pactepsiicsi, 3a0buicsl M yriepcsi IByMsI JJaKaMd MHE B KOJIEHH, YTOOBI TIOOJMXKE,
YTOOBI HU CJIOBA HE YITYCTHTh.

— D70 Ke mpolle MpocToro, — MoAapasHuIa ero. — Ha mopore sta metka orcyrcrByer. MHaue
OBl ThI, IIPY TAKOH JIIOOBU K XO3MHY JI0Ma, Bpsif JiM 3aiies. He roBopst 0 ToM, 4TOOBI MTPOKUTH JIBE
Henenu. Bepao?

— BepHo, — moaTBepanI KOT, BCe elle clierka o3agadeHHbiid. — Ho 31o 5. S1 ocobeHHbIit. A Thi
TyT 1ipu uem? Eciu ThI ero mpu3oBeisb. . .

— A 3auem?

— YT0 — 3a4eM? — HE/IONOH ST KOT.

— 3aueM MHe MpU3bIBaTh TOTO, KTO rOpesl He KeJJaHueM He MPOITyCTUTb, KOT/Ia s OSIBIIOCh Ha
3TOM TOpore. A MPOCTO XOTeJ 3HATh, CKOJIBKO 51 eM?

Kot Tak nopasusics ycislaHHOMY, YTO He Cpa3y 3aMeTHJI, KaK 51 CHOBA ero rorsiaauia. A 3ame-
THB, OIIETUHWICS U BCIYIIWJICS, KaK MOT, a TIOTOM PEIIWI MPOIEeMOHCTPUPOBATH CBOIO MYIPOCTb,
MOJTYa OTOABUHYJICSI OT MOEH JIaJIOH! M BKPaTYMBO IMOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Hy u 3auem teGe Toraa 3HaTh ero ums?

— Xots Obl 3aTeM, — IOSICHUJIA 51, — YTOOBI, KOTJIa Ha 3TOM Mopore 00bIBUTCS ellle KaKON-HUOY/Ib
MYKYMHA, ThI OOJIbIIIE HE BO3MYIIAJICS, YTO 51 KPy4y INAITHA HE C TeM KEeHUXOM !

®bIpKHYB, KOT BEpHYJICS Ha CTYJI, MOATSAHYJICS K MOJIOKOHHUKY U KaKOe-TO BPeMsI MOJTYa BOAMI
1o Hemy KorteM. [1oToM mo3Bas MeHs U, MPUCTAIILHO TJIsIIsl BHU3, OCBETHJI [71a3aMH CBEXKYIO, TOJIbKO
YTO CAEIaHHYIO HaauCh: «AlixaH nep Marauycc koxT Couiein».

Korga moHsu1, 4to 51 mpoumTana, OH BBIKMIAIONIE YCTAaBWICS HAa MEHs, MPOBEpsis: CMOIYY,
CHEPIKy CIIOBO WJIM HAYHY NIPU3bIBaTh? $1 ¢ HE MEHBIIIMM MHTEPECOM B3IJISTHYJIA B OTBET Ha HETO.

— Moskerib ObITh COBEPILIEHHO CIIOKOEH — s 3TOrO M OJMH pa3 He Mpou3Hecy O0e3 3almMHKUA. A
TpU paza noapst. .. — C moOonbITCTBOM 00epHYIaCh K XOIOAWIBHUKY. — IHTEpecHo, UTo ke 3TO 3a
METKa, YTO Ha Hell yMeCTUJIach Takasl JJIMHHAS, HO HEITPUMETHAsI C TIEPBOrO B3IVIsi/Ia HA/TUCH?

Kot Hemensiss cockoumst co cTysa v nodexan 3aHuMaTh 0OOPOHY. A s TIpOBeJa MAJbIEM IO
TMIOJIOKOHHUKY, OIIYTHJIA, YTO [APAIMHbBI TIIyOOKHUE, a MOJIOKOHHUK HE JAEePEBSHHBIMH, a, TIOX0Ke, YTO
KaMEHHBIH, U He CTaJla CCOPUTHCS C JKMBOTHBIM, Y KOTOPOTO TaKKe OracHsle Korti. Ho BOT 3Tu camble
KOT'TU U TO, KaK OH OOJIM3BIBAJICS U IJIOTOSITHO MEHST pacCMaTpUBaJI, OTTECHSISI TIOMOW XOJIOAWIbHUK,
HATOJIKHYJIM MEHsI Ha UHTEPECHYIO MBICTIb: a YeM, COOCTBEHHO IOBOPsI, OH MUTAETCs?

Brnipouem, yTOUHSITH s HE cTajia, TaK KaK IMIMKAPHOTO BHIOOpa He OBIO HE TOJIBKO Y JKUBOTHOTO,
HO 1 y MeHs. Cys IO CKyAHOMY aCCOPTUMEHTY BHYTPH XOJIOAMJIbHUKA, )KEeHUX MOM KJan [Joimo-
BOUKY, 2 HE MEH:I ¥ IIPOXKOPIMBOIro Kota. Ho yx 4To ecTh, To ecTb. 51, MOKeT, Toxke cebe MeHecTpeneit
HE TaK MPE/ICTaBIIsIA. A STOT IIMITUT, JTABUT MOTION JIBEPb XOIOAUIbHHUKA, CTPOUT POKH U C TIPOTHB-
HBIM CKPHIIOM I1apamnaeT MoJj, yIUpasch JarnamH.

— Tam mbUIbHO, — HAMIOMHWJIA S1 KOTY, U TIOKAa OH Ope3nIMBO Aepraj JiakaMu B BO3IyXe, a
MOTOM YKCTWJI TUICIIIBBIM XBOCTOM KOTOTKH, Opocasi Ha MEHsI KOChIe B3IJIsI/IbI, TIOSICHUIIA, YKa3aB Ha
XOJIONUJIBHUK. — A TaMm efa.

Kot npe3putenbHO (hDBIPKHYIL.

— Jliis Tebs, — qodaBua 1.

Hukorna He Buaena, 4toObl KpyIJible I71a3a CTAHOBUJIMCH eIlle Kpyryiee, HO MUMEHHO 3TO U Mpo-
n3o1u1o0. Ho moToM KOT MPUOTKPBLT ABEPh XOJMOAMIBHUKA, 3arJITHY/I TyIa U ObICTPO 3aXJIOMHYJI.

— Hapo xe! — ¢oipkuyn oH. — YyTb ObUIO He MpoBea MeHs!

[pusTHast mpoxJjaga, KOTOPYIO s OIIyTHJIA OT OTKPHITOM ABEPU XOJIOAMIIbHUKA, BIOXHOBUJIA HA
TO, YTOOBI BHOBb K Hell TPOOUTHCS. Pa3roBop ¢ KOToM ObUT I0ITMM, BUTHEBATHIM. B TO, UTO 51 X031MHa
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noma He Oyy 3BaTh, OH Bpojie Obl MoKa Bepril. Ho eciii MpoayKThl B XOJOAWILHUKE 3aKOHYATCS, TOT
Be/Ib TOYHO TMOSIBUTCS Ha ropore. BoT Torga TouHo!

A 1OTOM. ..

— Thl He xkax/IelIb MOSBJICHNS XO3SIMHA IOMa, — PE3IOMUPOBaIa S OTTOBOPKH MOIPYCTHEBIIIETO
kota. — [Tpumu, Kak (hakT, 9TO BaIlM KeJTaHHUSA C HUM COBIIAQJIAIOT, U JaBail ke HAKOHEI] MOSTUM.

— Kak?! — Bcrpenenyscs ToT. — Thl uTO, TOXE Mporosoaaiack?!

— 910 HepBHOe. CTpecc.

— Tak "e noitaet! D10 HUKYIA HE TOAUTCS !

Kot o6ecrokoeHo 3ax0oaut o KOMHATe TyJa-CIofia, Ty/a-clofa Bo3Jie XOJIOIWIbHUKA, TIPUTroBa-
puBasi, 4To JIyullle, eCJu 51 Oyay Oojpa, Becesa 1 MojTHa JYIIEBHBIX CHIL. DTO BOT MIPSIM JIJIs1 HAC 000UX
nyuine! A eciy s yCTaBIas Ja TOJIOIHAS — TO He ISl MEHs, a JIJIsl Hero LeJblid cTpecc! A MBI Tak
He noroBapuBavchk! He noropapuBasiuch, v Bce TyT!

— JlagHO, OTKphIBaii XOJIOAMIBHUK, — CAAJT OH BpeMEHHO 000POHY, — TOJIBKO BCE He eIlib! 3aBTpa
s oTCIofa cOery, a cerofiHs JEHUBO JIalaMK JBUTaTh, CJIMIIKOM rosofeH. Tol noxpenb. S moxpy. A
MOTOM TYCTh OH ceOe TosIBIsIeTC s !

Korma s1 oTKpbLIa qBEph XOJIOMWIBHHUKA, KOT CeJ PSIOM CO MHOW M PaBHOAYIITHO B3MJISHYJT Ha
comepxumoe. H-na, uro u ckazarb? MeTku s He yBUjENa, C MPOAYKTaMH 3/1eCh ObLIO HE TYCTO, HO
Oosbiie yauBuI MeHs KoT. [Toka s Hacakanach MpoxJjIaoi, OH OTKPOBEHHO cky4das. [Tpo necsatok
SIVII] YMOJTYY, HO €ro He 3aMHTEePECOBAJIO HU MOJIOKO B KYBIIMHE, HA TIPOCTOKBAIIIA, HA KYCOK MacJa,
O0OMOTAaHHBII B OyMary, HU CBEPTKU C CBIPOM U KYCKOM BSJICHOTO MsSICa, HU TyCTasl CMeTaHa B JIUT-
poBoii 6anke. CMeTaHy 51 HAMEPEHO MOJOJbIIE TIoIepXkalia B pyKax, HO HET, HM TOJIMKW WHTEpeca B
OeJIbIX KOIIAaYbhX IJ1a3ax.

CrpanHo. O4eHb CTpaHHO, KOHEYHO. 3HAYUT, BHIOOP TOJBKO 3a MHO.

51 B3siy1a chIp, IBa AMIA, CMETaHy U MOl 0OJIerYeHHBIN B3I0X PSAIBIIIKOM, 3aKPbUIA JBEPh XOJIO-
JVJTBHUKA.

Cpazy cTajio BHOBb kapKO U 3aMeTHO TeMHee.

— INonceetu-Ka, — MONMpOCHIa KOTa, TIOJIONUIA K IBYM HMKHMM KYXOHHBIM ITKadaM 1 pacrax-
HYyJIa WX.

Kot BHOBB cel y MOMX HOT Y MOCJTYIIHO OKMHYJT B3IJISIZIOM CKOBOPOIKY, KOTOpasi BBITJIsSI/IENa
JpeBHEH Jaxe MPU TaKOM OTHOCHTEILHOM OCBEICHUU, TBIPSBBIA Yeprak, ABe TJIMHSIHbBIC TapeaKu
C IOOWTBIMU KpasiMH, W OJIHY KacTPIOJII0 — CTapylo, HCKPUBJICHHYIO, HO Ha YIUBJICHHUE, O3 eIMHON
JBIPHL.

— ThI Bce emmie qymaeliib, 9To OH OyAeT CHelMTh K HaM HaBcTpedy? — s B3IJIHYJIA Ha KOTa C
WHTEPECOM.

— ’K-KMOT! — OBTOPWMJI TOT B CEp/IlIaX, a TOTOM CBEPKHYJI IJIa3aMK B CTOPOHY XOJIOMTbHUKA. —
Bot naxe xodetcst, 4ToObI Tl Bee 3TO chenia! UToOsl oH motpatuiics! Moxker, chenib? $1 naxke yiarn-
KaMM CerofiHs MOJBUTal0, eciid BAPYT 4to. Moker, cbelb, a? [loctapaenibesi, MOXeT?

— Tonbko eci BMecTe ¢ TOOOH.

— A 410, Y HaC TIOJyYUTCS OJHOBPEMEHHO? — YCOMHWICS TOT. — XOTSI, €CJIM Thl He Oyjielib
I'POMKO YaBKaTh. ..

PaccmesiBivch, s ogXBaTHIIa OXHYBIIIETO KOTa, yCauia Ha CTYJI, KOTOPBIN He TPeMUHYIT ITPO-
TUBHO CKPUITHYTb, ¥ TMIOMPOCHJIA CUJETh W K1aTh. M MmojacBeYnBaTh, KOrjia MompoIy.

Kot xotesr BO3MyTUTBCSI, HO TIOTOM MaxHYJI JIAITKOW U MOCYIIHO BHIOJHST BCE, O YeM S ero
npocuia. Takum o6pa3oM, Oblia IpoBeicHa ObICTpast peBU3Us U OOHAPYKEHO, UTO €IMHCTBEHHOE, C
YeM HaM TIOBE3JI0 — 3TO KYXOHHbBIE TPATIOUKY B BEPXHUX SANTMYKAX. BOT OHYM OB HOBBIMU, YMCTHIMH,
a BCE OCTAJTLHOE. . .

TpyaHo Ha3BaTh OOraTCTBOM BTOPOM CTAKaH C TPEUIMHOM OT JIHA JI0 BepXa U JISMHUHOM KUpa BO
BCIO MOIIIb JBYXCOT I'PaMM, JJBE UCK PUBJICHHBIC MAJICHbKHE JIOKEUKH, IIOUYEMY-TO BCETO OTHY PiKaBYIO
BUJIKY 1 JiBe CTONKH. O4apoBaTebHO. A HAJIMBATh B 3TU CTOMKH, BUAMMO, TTPEIOJIarajioch Moaco-
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HEYHOE MacJio — yXe UyTh MPOrOpPKJIOe U3-3a JaBHEro cpoka xpaHeHus. Ilo kpaiiHelr mMepe, Ipyroi
KUAKOCTH HU B XOJIONWJIBHUKE, HU B SIIIMKaX OOHAPYKEHO He ObLIO.

Nnm aTo Mepka 11 conu, caxapa U MyKH, KOTOpBIE 1 Take He Jasijia 3/ech Haitu? Y kotopbie
Ha MePBbIN B3I ObUTH 6e3 JOOABOK B BUJIE KYUYKOB.

H-na...

Tenepb, BUAS B KAKOM YKACHOM BCE COCTOSTHHHY, I €111 pa3 BhIMbLIA MIEPBbIN CTaKaH — HEMHOT'O
HENpaBWIbHON (POPMBI, CKOpee OBaJIbHOM, HO 3TO TAKOH MYCTSIK, — HAIIWJIACh BIOBOJIb BOJbI C HETIO-
HATHBIM COIEPKUMbIM MUKPOOOB U MAJIOUYEK, HO IPYTrOM Bce paBHO He ObU10. OTYMCTHIIA OT KUpPa U
Mycopa TUTTY, pacCMOTpeJIa Ha Hell 3HAUKY, HATIOMHUHAIOIIME yKa3aTeId Ha UHAYKIIMOHHOH IIJIUTE,
BbIJIpanyia CKOBOPOJKY, IMOkKapuJa sIiIa, OCTaBrjIa Ha CTOJ TAPeJIKy CO CMETAHOM M yCTaJIo cefia 3a
CTOJL.

— YTo-TO THI COBCEM Temephb 0XJasi, — TPYCTHO 3aMETHJI KOT U 3a00T/IMBO MOIBUHYJI KO MHE
JIanKo cmeTtaHy. — Emb jaBaid.

— EM, — 51 KOBBIpHYJIa OTUMIIIEHHOW BWJIKOH Si11a, a TTOTOM Pa304apOBAHHO MOJIOKUIA BUJIKY
Ha OUTYIO TapenKy, youBalollyio Bech anmnetut. [logBuHyaa cMeTaHy oOpaTHO K KOTYy. — DT0 Tele.
[MonpoOyii, MHE KaxkeTcsl, 3TO eAMHCTBEHHOE, UTO eIlle He YCIIeJ0 MPOKUCHYTh.

Kot obanzerno ycraBuicst Ha cmetany. [lepesen B3risin Ha MeHs1. Cyzis o Mopjie, HamepeBasics
Ky/1a-TO TIOCJIaTh, HO SHEPIUYHO B3MAXHYJI JIAITKOM, CITy4YaitHO TMOMaI €l0 B TOPKY CMETaHbl, UHCTHHK-
THBHO TPSXHYJI KOHEUHOCTBIO, TOTOM TaK K& MHCTUHKTHBHO OOJIM3AJl, H. ..

3aBuc.

U cHoBa nu3HYyI.

CriotHyn. MHOTO3HaYMTEIbHO MOCMOTPENT Ha OaHKY C OCTATKAMM CMETaHbl, KOTOpas OCTaJach
Ha JPyroM CToJIe, a IOTOM TaK KaJIOCTJMBO M UCITyTaHHO B3MJISIHYJI HA MEHsI, UTO sI MOCTIeIIIIa ero

YCHOKOUTb:
— He nepexuBaii. Bee Tebe. U elb, CKOTBKO BIIE3ET.
— Ho... — oH B3mIsAHYT HAa CBOM IJIOCKUI JKUBOT U, BUIUMO, PEICTABIII MIEPCIICKTHUBBI 00KO0P-

CTBa, IIOTOMY 4TO NepeBeJT 3aJyMUMBbII B3IVIsA HA (DOPTOUKY M B3/I0XHYJI.

— Ecnu nosiBUTCS X0351MH JoMa, ¥ Oy/IeT YeM-TO HeIOBOJIEH WJIM Ha YTO-TO MPETeHJOBATh. .. —
sl Pe3KO BBIIOXHYJIa, YTOOBI YCTIOKOMTHCS ¥ HE PACIIUPSITH JIEKCUKOH KMBOTHOTO. — COeKUM ¢ TOOOI
BMeCTe.

— A Kyza Mbl noiieMm? — JIeHUBO MMOMHTEPECOBAJICS KOT U CYHYJICS ycaMU K CMeTaHe. — DTO
O/IHOMY MOXHO OekaTh, Ky/la Xo4ellb. A JIBOUM HYXEH IUIaH. A y Hac TulaHa HeT. DTO 4To, Ternepb
KJaTh, KOrJa Mbl IpUAyMaeM, 4to Ju? §l 3aBTpa XOTes yXOAUTb.

— EcTb y MeHs OluH TUIaH.

— Kakoi?

— Haiitu Toro opka, KOTOpBIi 3aKUHYJI MEHSI B TOT BOJIIEOHBIA 3aMOK 7151 30JTyIIKH.

—UY... yero?! — nopaswics KOT, J1a TaK CHJIbHO (DBIPKHYJI, UTO CTENEHb €ro yAUBJIECHUs 3aro-
HWIA TIOJIOBUHY CTOJIA B BU/IE OJIBIX CMETAHHBIX TSITHBIIIEK.

OH pe3Ko COCKOYMJI CO CTYJIa, BHIOSKAT M3 KyXHH B KOMHATY U TaM CTaJl TISITUTHCS K JIBEPU U
HIATIETh YTO-TO HepazOoopurBoe. Bo3myIaics oH A0Mro, yopHO U kKapKo. A MOTOM B IBEPh HEOXKH-
JaHHO nocryvaiu. M on nputux. M BHOBb HBIpHYJI B TeHb. Her ero, HeT u Bce.

Bripouem, s Toxke He crienmia nojaBaTh MPU3HAKOB KU3HU, [IOTOMY 4TO BEPb BHOBb IOTpE-
Boxkui. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 B Hee He cTydasu. B Hee MOMOTHIIM, YTO OBUIO CHITBL.

— Her, Hy s 3Hana, 4T0 OTKPBUI POT — MCHOPTUI (pUrypy, — OypKHYJa 51, OpOCUB B3IJIsI HA
MOTPEBOKEHHBIN XONOAWIBHUK. — HO paHbllle 0TKa3 OT JUeThl HUKOIIA MEHS TaK Myrad.

U xota, Bugumo, Toxe. [IoToMy 4TO OH MOKMHYJI YKPOMHOE MECTO B TeHH, MPHOesKal KO MHE,
HaOpOCHJI HA MO HOTH OCTaBJICHHYIO MHOIO BSI3aHYI0 KO(TY, B30OpaJiCsi KO MHE Ha KOJICHH — cam!
W 3apbuica B aToit kodTouke. Bee, BOT Tenepp ero TouHo Her!

A Mexay TeM, ¢ TO CTOPOHBI JBEPU BCE IPOMYE HACTaUBAJIM HA CHELIHOM BU3UTE.
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U pa3 kot Bce ele He mepeBaIuBaICs depe3 (PopTouKy, 3T0 ObLT KTO YTOAHO, HO HE XO3SMH
aoma.
Torga KTo Tako! HAIJIBINA?
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I'maBa Ne 6

— He nom, a npoxonHON JBOp, — MOCHBIIIAJIOCH TIE-TO B PAOHE MOETO KUBOTA, U TYT XK€, C
ynpekom: — Korna st xu ouH, Takoro 6e300pasust He ObuIo!

— Koraa Tel 11 OIUH, THl U CMETaHOH He OasioBasics, — oTOMIach 1. — M Ha MbIJIbHOM CTyJie
cuIel.

Kort, BCHOMHMB 0 4nCTOTE, MOATSAHYJI CBUCAIOIME BHU3 JIANIKU, U MX TOXKE CIIPATAJ O KO(PTOM.
O ToM, 4TO KO(pTa JIe’Kana Ha MBUIBHOM IOy, s JEJIMKATHO HAIIOMHMHAThH He CTana: COeXUT ele, a
MHE KaK-TO BJBOEM CHOKOMHEM.

XOTA NOKOW Hall JIwiIcs Henonro. Tor, KTo CcTos 3a ABEPbIO, OTAOXHYJ BCETO HUYETO, HE
YAUBIIIOCH, €CJIU ITPOCTO MOACTYIIMBA U MbITAJICA NOHATH, €CTh JIA KTO B JOME, a [IOTOM IOHSUI, 4TO
€CTb Y BHOBb IIPUHSJICS SHEPIMYHO HACTaMBaTh HA 3HAKOMCTBE.

— Bor kak Hamy1ty Ha TeOsi CBOEro keHuxa! — He BblJIepiKaB CTYKa B ABEPb, PUKPUKHYJIA 5.

Cyzs 1o MMHYTHOM TMILMHE, MOIO YTPO3y BOCIIPHHSIIN.

A TOTOM NOCTIBIIIANMCH BO3MYILICHHbIE JKEHCKME BU3TH U CTYK KaOmydkoB. CHOBa cTajo Ha
ynusieHue tTuxo. Ho He ycnena s nepeBecTy AbIXaHue, Kak CTYK pa3fajics yKe 32 MOEW CIIMHOM.

B okorixo.

Ho Takoii, OCTOpOXHBIi, HE C LIEJIbI0 BBIONTH, a UCKJIIOUMTENILHO YTOOBI ITPUBJICYh BHUIMAHME.

MarvHaibHO 0OEpHYBILNCS, 51 YBUJENA ABA CBETALIMXCA [71a3a, KOTOPbIE, HEe MUrasi, MEHs pac-
CMaTpUBAJIH.

— Jla yx, — g mor1aguiia MACKHYBILETO Mof KO(ToM MyIIMCTUKA, — Cy/s TI0 TOMY, 4TO 51 Ha0JIIo-
Aato, (pOHaApUK B HOYM HYKEH TOJIBKO MHE Y XOJIOAWIBHUKY.

I'naza 3a OKHOM 3aropenuch cuiibHee. A MOTOM K HUM ITPUCOEAVHWINCH €Ie [1BA I71a3a, U CTJIO
CJIMILIKOM HaBA3YUBO, SPKO.

— NHTepecHo, — 3ayMUMBO MPOTAHYJA 51, — a €CJIM HE KAaTh, Korga JIOMKo 3aiJer 3aBTpa B
rOCTH, a II03BaTh €ro NpsAMO cenydac?

I'maza Tyt e moTyxJyin, 3a OKHOM CHOBA IOCJIBIIIAJICS KEHCKUU BU3I M CTYK YJAJISIOIINXCSA
KaOJTy4YKOB, ¥ BIAJIM — Yb-TO 'POMKOE BO3MYILIEHHOE OIpaBJIaHue Ha Oery:

— Ona crpaxy xotesna noxanosarbes! A Hailero AnxaHa TaMm BCe PaBHO HeT!

Hamero.

Muio.

— Kaxercs, y X0351MHa JoMa HEBECTA YKE UMEETCS, — 3aMETHJIA S BBIIVISIHYBLIEMY U3-11071 KO(PTHI

KOTY.
— Ara, nenbix tpu!
— Ilouemy Tpu? BbU10 YeTHIpE IMa3a.
— W Tpu 13 HUX pa3HOro 1BeTa, — MOJCKa3ajl KOT, KOTOPBIM XOTh U MPATAJICH, a 32 BCeM HalJIo-
JaJl.

— Kak-10 3710... — 1 moexwunack. — OHO 3aTO XOPOILIO — TENEPh 51 HE KOMIUIEKCYIO, 4TO, B
OTJIMYME OT MOMX, X IJ1a3a MOTYT CBETUTHCSI.

Kot nocrienHo oTkvHYM KOPTy U Kak Obl CIyYaiiHO M IMPOCTO TaK CTall ocMaTpuBarhes. Kak
Oy/TO OH Yero-To elie He BUJEN B 9TOM JAOMUKE 32 JBe HeJeau NpoxkuBaHus. [IoHATHOe /e, 4To
OH ITPOCTO XOTeJ MOXBACTAThCS, MOJ, Y HETO IJIa3a HE TOJIKO CBETATCS, HO €llle uX 1 ABal

Paz. /Ipa.

DTO OH CTajl MOJMUIUBATH, TO 3aKPbIBAs OAMH, TO OTKPbIBASI.

HerepnenuBo (bIpkHYJI, B3JOXHYJ — KaK TaK, 51 BCE €Ie He MPUIILIa B BOCXUILEHUE OT Hero?!

— KpacaBuuk, — ycTaB OT MUTaloIen WITIOMUHALIUMM, [TOJ1J1ach s HA €r0 YTOBOPBI.
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— Cam 3Ha! — KOT CHPBITHYJ C MOMX HOT, Tiepeces Ha JAPYro CTy, JeJOBUTO MOJBUHYI K
ce0Oe TapesiKy co CMETaHOW U, TKHYB JIATIKOM B CTOPOHY, Harjio norpedosai: — Hecu no6aBky, moka
s TAKOM KPacuBBIH U 10OpHIi!

[MoHsiTHOE A€710, YTO MPH JPYTHX OOCTOSATELCTBAX ITOT KPACUBBIN KOT Y3HA ObI O TPaHUIIAX
Moel 1oOpoTel. O TOM, YTO OH HMX JaBHO mepecek. Ho MBI ¢ OpKOM JIOCTATOYHO MHOTO BBITIHUIH, 32
rpeeaMu JIoMa ¢ HOBOW CHJION O@CHOBAJIMCH JIVMKUE 3BEPH, 4 Y MEHsI BO3HUK BOMPOC, OTBETUTH Ha
KOTOPBII MOIJIa TOJIBKO 3T Harjiast cepast Mopiia. A Morja u He OTBETUTD, C TAKMM-TO XapaKTEPOM.

— Hy? — notopornun HaxaneHsit. — [TosiCHsII0: B TBOMX MHTEpecax MEHsI HAKOPMUTb KaK MOKHO
TJIOTHEeE.

— MHe 151 Tebs1 CMeTaHbI He KaJTko. MoKelb 1axke IMUHUITY CheCTb, ITOKa He ocThuIa. TOIbKO
BOT...

S cnenana Bup, uTo 3aaymanack. Kot skman. Ha yiuiie KTO-To MPOTSIKHO BBUT, HO XOTS OBl ke
He cryyvaics. Kanasa ¢ kpana Boga. M TyT KOT He BblIepkaj 9TOM MBITKH.

— Hy? — norpe6oBan yrouneHus.

Hy 51 1 nepenuia Kk ToMy, 4TO MeHs BOJTHOBAJIO, CIIPOCHJIA: KaK OH COOMpAeTCs TepreTh JI0 YTPa,
npu TakoMm arreture? Ha yiuiry-To oH, Kak s MOHsJIa, IO HOUYaM BBIXOIUTH HE KeJjaeT.

— 41 4dr0, no-TBOEMY, TUKHUI?! — TOT BO3MYIIIEHHO MOTPSIC JIANKOM, CUJISICh CJIOKUTD €€ B KyJla-
Yok. — $1 obpazoBanubiii! 1 sHIMKIONEAMIO ey unTan!!!

—I'ne cBa3p?

Kot 3amoxHyscss HEerojoBaHUeM, CHIIMJICSI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, MOSICHUTh, a TIOTOM BCKOYMJI CO
CTyJ1a, 3aCTaBUB TOT TOIIATHYThCS, IITYCTPO METHYJICS KyJa-TO B OOK, U s yCJIbIIIANIA, KaK B TEMHOTE
CKPUITHYJIA eIlle OJIHA JBEPb, U OTTY/A JJOHECCS 3HAKOMBIH 3BYK CJIMBA BOJIBI U YK€ TIOYTH BMEHSIEMBII
roJioc:

— 41 maxe nanku ymero MbITh ceOe cam, a He TOJIbKO CMBIBaTh B Tyasiere!

JIyHHBII CBET TMOMOT MOJOUTH K JKUBOTHOMY O€3 MPUKJIIOYCHUH, U YBUAETh BAHHYIO KOMHATY.
MarneHbKyIo, C KOCOOOKO YCTAHOBJIEHHOW BaHHOM, OMTOM IIUTKOM U MAyTUHOM Ha CTEHAX, pa3OUTHIM
3epKaJIioM, OJIUH U3 OCKOJIKOB KOTOPOTO YIPOXKaJsl yIacTh B JIIOOYI0 CEKyHIY, YMbIBAJIbHUKOM, 3aBa-
JIEHHBIM KakMM-TO xjlamoM. Ho camoe rimaBHOe — 31ech Obut Tyasiet! [1o Buay, Kyga 6osnee medyasib-
HBIT, YeM OOBIYHO YCTAHABJIMBAIOT TIPU PEMOHTE, HO 3TO BCe Ke JIydllle, YeM HUYETO.

S naxe mymath He XOTela, 4To Obl Jiesiaa, e Obl 3TOro yI0O0CTBa He OKa3alochk. BeicTaBmia
KOTa 3a IBEpU — TOT OOMKEHHO MOCKPeO KOrTeM B XJIMIIKKE JIBEPH, HO MIOTOM BEPHYJICS K CMETaHe.
[Monb3ysick MOMM OTCYTCTBUEM, BOCITUTAHHBIN KOT BeJsl ceOs TaK, KaK XOTeJ U TIPUBBIK — €r0 JOBOJTb-
HOE ypuUaHKe U YaBKaHbE IO CIIBIIIMMOCTH MEPEKPhLTA CIIMBHON OAYOK.

N 3a no6aBKOIl OH MPOWTHICH HE TIOCTECHSJICA: K MOMEHTY, KOTjia s BepHYJIach, HE TOJBKO
TapesKa, HO M OaHKa yke ObLIM MyCThIMHU.

— Tak, — 3aymanach s, ObICTPO MIOMBIB ITOCY/TY U BHITEPEB CO CTOJA, — HAJIO KAK-TO TOTOBUTHCS
KO CHY.

Hecmotps Ha kapy 1 SKCTpeMalibHble COOBITHS ITOTO JIHS, 3eBaJIoch HeMuocepaHo. Ho ecu
Bce OBUIO B TAKOM YKaCHOM COCTOSTHUH, HE TIPOCTO TIOJI CJIOSIMU TIBUTH, HO Y TPSI3U, TPYIHO TMpecTa-
BUTh, B KAKOM COCTOSIHUM HaXOAWJIach KpoBaTh. VI TeM He MeHee, HauaTh s pelinia c Hee.

ITonxBatuB KOPTY U KOTA, KOTOPBIH TOJIHKO BBIIOXHYJI U3YMJIEHHO, & TIOTOM MOKJIQJIUCTO CBE-
CHUJT JIAMTKH, s TIPOIILIa B KOMHATy. MeJIeHHO MOKPYTHJIACh BOKPYT, pacCMaTprBasi OOCTAHOBKY BHH-
MatesbHel. [leuans, Aa U TONBKO.

3aBTpa. Co BceM Oymy pazouparbcs 3aBTpa. [IpaBia, Tpenbixaiach eie HaJaek/1a, 9To BCKOpe
sl OYHYCh y cebs JoMa U TIONMY, UTO BCE, UTO 51 BUJIENA U MIepeXuiia — U3-3a JISTKOTO OTPaBJICHUS OT
BuHa. [loka e, 9ToOBI JTydllle paCCMOTPETh TpejJlaraeMoe JIoke, sl CKIIOHWIACh HaJl HUM CO CBOEM
MKaloIle oT nepeeaanus Homell. HacekomMbIX HET, a BOT MbLIb. ..
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— Yxomum! — norpedoBa pacumxasiuiics KoT. — Hago cpoyno MeHsATh 00cTaHoBKY ! §1 4y TKwMi,
JeJTMKATHBIH, s1 BOOOIIE He MTPUBBLIK K TAaKUM IMBITKaM! OOBIYHO MOsI POJIb C TOUHOCTHIO JI0 HA0OOPOT.
S — ne xeprBa! KeprBa — He ! {4 3710... Kak 310?..

— Mynpsiii? — nofickasaia si, ¥ KOrja OH, MOMMAaBIIKUCh HA YJIOBKY, KMBHYJI, IPeUIOKMIa: — A
pa3 Myaphbiid, TaBaid, TOBOPH, TJIe MBI CIIATh C TOOOH OyaeM.

— Yero?! — nopazuJcs Kor.

— Yro. Pa3Be B SHIMKJIONENN JIeU HE ObUIO HAITUCAHO, YTO TAK TOBOPUTH HE MPUHSATO?

— Her! — BcnbixHy KOT. — TaM HanwcaHo, 4To Jiey BOoOIIe Mo OOJIbIIeH YacTy A0JKHA MOJI-
YyaTth U cO BceM cornamiatbesi! U ¢ Tem, 4to ckaxyT crapmue. M ¢ Tem, 4To MpHKaKkeT CBeKpoBb. U
yX TeMm Oosiee ¢ TeM, uTto noTpedyeT ee Myx! M riaBHOe, HANMMCAaHO, YTO BCE JIEIU JOJKHBI YETKO
coOMOAaTh TU MpaBWJIa, MHAYE U POACTBEHHUKH, U CBEKPOBb, 1 MYK MOTYT BBIHECTU €i CypoOBOe
HaKa3aHue.

— OTIM4HO, OpK, — BCIIBIXHYJIA YKe 5. — [IpunomHIo st Tebe Takoe rocTenpuruMcTBO !

— Tuie Te1! BTOpOoi pa3 yxke! — MOXHaTas Jlanka HaKpbula MO POT, KOT MOATSHYJICS BBEpPX
Ha MOMX pyKax M IIEMHYJ B yX0. — Y OpKoB Bcioay ecTb ymu! Hakmmvens eme! ¥V Hac u 6e3 Toro
JBOE MYKHMKOB Ha rozxozie! Ho ¢ 3TumMu XoTh pa3odparbcst MOKHO, a C Opkamu... OHU X eCM 4YTo
pemar, To Bce!

— Tomop Ha 11e40 U B MEIIOK, — XMBIKHYJIA s, KOT/Ia JIalKa OT MEeHsI OTO/IBUHYJIACh.

— Hy, Takue npeBHME TpaauIMU YK€ PEIKO KTO COOMIONAET, — HPABOYUUTEILHO 3aMETHIIN
MHe. — Ho oOumii cMbICH TOT ke, Ja.

W, Buaumo, Mosi cooOpa3UTeTbHOCTb MPOM3BEIa Ha KOTAa TAKOE CHJIBHOE BIIEYATICHHE, YTO OH
TIOIJIA/IAJT MEHsI JIANIKOH T10 TOJIOBE.

A TOTOM OIYCTHJI JIANKY BHU3.

K BrleMKe Ha 111€€, TAe OUIICS MYJIbC.

N nocmotpen MHe B I71a3a.

Ouenb BHUMaTENNBHO. U Kak-TO OUeHb MevasibHo.

— WTak? — oTBENA B CTOPOHY JIATIKY C HEXOTSI MOKA3aBIIMMUCS KOTOTKaMu. — JK/1y TBOMX Tipe/i-
JIOKEHUH.

Kot nonymain-nogymas, a HOTOM CHOPBITHYJI C MOMX PYK M MOTOMAJT K OKHY, JEJIOBUTO 3asIBUB
IO Ty TH:

— MeHs NOIOKOHHUK ycTpauBaer!

— Kak 3Haens.

[TpunogHsB ¢ KPOBaTH MOKPHIBAJIO, HAKMHYJIA €r0 OOPATHO U IPOMKO YMXHYJIA OT B3METHYB-
meiics meut. OcMotpenack. Kot pacTsiHysics Ha MOZOKOHHUKE, TIOBEPHYB MOPIOYKY K JIyHHOMY
CBETY M yKe COHHO coresl. A y MeHsI BBIOopa 0co60 u He Ob110. [Tonoxuina Koty Ha 1moJ1, mof ToJIoBy,
CHslJTa MSITKME MOKACHHBI, PalysiCh, UTO HE XOXKY 110 JOMY OOCHKOM WJIM B TarlouKax, u Jiera.

HecMmoTpst Ha COHJIMBOCTB, 0O KPYTHJIACh: HETIPUBBIYHASI OOCTAHOBKA, HETIPUBBIYHAS Kapa,
a2 ¥ BOOOIIe HETTPUBBIYHO CMaTh B JUKUHCAX.

A erie He XBaTayio OOBIAGHHBIX CPEICTB IMBIIIM3AIINY, U [TTABHOE — MOETro HOyTOyKa. OOBIYHO
MO3JHUMH BeUepamH 5 WM MHcasia, Wi MpocMaTpruBaia KOMMEHTApUH YUTaTeNlel, paaysich XOpo-
UM, KOTOpBIe OYMIIM BO MHE COJTHBIIIKO U CTapasich He 00paarh BHUIMaHUS HA Te, KOTOPbIe HUYEro
HE JapUJId, a JIMIIb TBITAIUCh OTHATH. K mpumepy, Bpemsi, HACTpOeHHe, BIOXHOBEHHE.

MNuorpa nuist aToro xBatajio Bcero ogHou ¢passl. Jymaio, yaiiie — HEOCTOPOKHOM, YeM Hame-
PEHHOM M NpoayMaHHOU. BripoueM. ..

JlagHo, Bce mpoOembl periaeMbl. 1 3TOMy M AHTOHA y4Wjia, U cama B 9TO Bepwia. Bor u
ceifyac, HOyTOyKa He ObUIO, HO 9TO HE MEIIAIO MHE HBIPHYTh B MUP Moel nocieanei ucropun. Utak,
repoii 3asiBUJI TEPOMHE, YTO OHA OYIET €ro, a cam...

[Nepen rmazamu mpomesbKHYNIA KAPTHHKA KPACHBOTO JJIOMa FePOMHU, Y ABEPU KOTOPOM OHA CTO-
sla ¥ TaK TPOraTesIbHO CMOTpeJia Ha TO, KaK yXOAUT Tepoy ero CHOB, UTO 51 caMa TUXOHBKO B3/I0X-
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Hyna. Hamo e, kakas elie HauBHas1, Kakasi oHa elie BmoounBasi... M Beqp 1iesrylo Houb OH OyeT ei
CHUTBCS, a OHA Jjaxe He OyJeT MoJo3peBaTh, YTO 3TO HE CYACThE B IBEPH MOCTYYANIO, a KOIIMap.

Tak, cTor, YTO-TO IEMUCTBUTEIHHO CTYKHYJIO!

Ho He ycriena s1 jaske TOJKOM BBIHBIPHYThH U3 MOTYBUACHHS W OTKPBITh IJ1a3a, Kak PsiioM C
co00i ycIIblIaia TOMOT YeThIPeX JIaroK, a TOTOM COOKY OT MeHsI Ha KOhTe YMECTUJICS CePhIii KOMOK
Y HarJio 3asBUJI Ha CIyYai, €CIM HalyMaloT THATh:

— 41, xoraa Haien ee, ot nblIM xopoio BuTpycui! [orpyauics!

Bckope Kot 3acorien, a KApTUHKYA U3 MOei UICTOPUH CTAJIM OTUETIIMBEH, sipue, oOpeTast KUBbIe
opmpbi.

W npomenbkHYyIa MBICTIb: MOXET, TaK MOTOMY, YTO STOT KOT — U He KOT BoBce. BepHee, He
IIPOCTO KOT, a JieicTBUTENbHO My3?

— Jaii *xkpathb! — ObLT OTAAH MPUKA3 COHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

Her yx, ecitu 661 Moii My3 ObUT TAKMM TPOXOPIMBBIM, BEUHO TOJIOAHBIM U HATJIBIM, BCe OBLIO
OBl 10-Apyromy. 1 Obl 371eCh TOYHO He OKa3aiach. A chesa Obl OeTHOTO OpKa, e/IBa YBH/IEIa Ha Iopore.

Tak, Bce, crlaTb. YTpOM MHOIO€ BBINVISIIAT COBEPILIEHHO MHAYE.

33



H. Pyueii. «Jlemmii ¢ To60i1»

I'maBa Ne 7

VYTpo He nmoakavyaio v JeCTBUTENBLHO MOKA3aJI0 KOe-4TO B HOBBIX KpacKax. JJoMHK okazasics
ellie 3amnylieHHel, YeM MHEe TIPeACTaBIIsIOCh, a KOT. ..

IToka oH rpoMKO mocarnbiBal, Jiexka Ha Moed KodTe U IeTUIsAsACh 3a Hee JalkaMu, CJIOBHO Bce
ellle OracasiCh, YTO BBITOHST, 5 C JKAJIOCTIO PacCMaTpUBaja ero KpyrnHoe, HO Kyllee Tejblie, Cepylo
HIepPCTh — TYCKJIYIO, KOe-T/ie TUICIIUBYIO, & KOe-IJie CKOMKaHHYI0, U OOJIE3IINIA XBOCT C Uy/IOM 3aIly-
TaBIIUMUCS B HEM KOJIIOYKAMHU. BbIJIO0 BUAHO, UTO KMBOTHOE MOOBIBAIO HE B OMHOM Mepeapsre, HO
CKopee Bcero, 3a0bL10, KOorja B MOC/eIHUI pa3 nmpubmmkaiocsk K Boae. Hy 1a, koHeuHO, BoJa — He
era, MOTOMy MHTepeca He MpeCTaBIsiia.

KcraTtu, B Kakoi-T0 MOMEHT KOT I'POMKO BCXPariHyJl, OTKPbLI IJ1a3a U MOJEJIHIICS CO MHOM Ha0o-
JIEBILIKM:

— Kpatp xouy!

— U tebe mobpoe yTpo, — MPOUTHOPUPOBAB MOMBITKY OOIU3HYBIIETOCS )KUBOTHOTO TIepesie3Th
¢ KOThI HA TO, YTO MIOMSITYe, TO €CTh, HA MEHS, 51 BCTaJla, BHUMATEJIbHO OCMaTpuBasi (PpOHT Mpej-
crosiieit paOoThI.

VBB, 4y/a He MPOU3OIILIO, 51 HE OUHY/IACh B CBOEH KBAapTUpE, a 3HAUUT, HAJI0 MPUCIIOCcaAOIH-
BaThCs K TOMY, UTO UMeeTcsl. VITak, cMOTpUM ITpaB/ie B IJ1a3a: MPEBPATUTh ITO KUIIUIIE B YIOTHOE BO3-
MOXHBIM He MPEJCTABIIACTCS, HO 3a TO, YTOOBI B HEM MOKHO ObLIO XOTsI Obl HAXOAUTHCS O€3 OMacKu
IU1s1 3[I0POBbsI U IIPUCTYIIOB OPE3rJIMBOCTU y KOTA, MOKHO MTOBOEBATh.

— He noHsin, — 3aMeTuB, 4TO s YXOXKY, IOMHTEPECOBAJICS BOPWIMBO KOT, — KyAa 3TO Thi?!

— B Bannywo.

— A a?! Kak 310 6e3 MeHa?! A g kak xe?!

OH ObLJT HACTOJIBKO YIVBJICH MOMM ITPECTOSIINAM YXOIOM U3 KOMHATHI, YTO TiepecTall 00IU3bI-
BaThCS U MO-XO3SWCKU PACTIrUBaTh KOrotkamu kodty. [lonckouuns ¢ Hee, cen nepeio MHOU U TTBIT-
JIMBO B3IJISIHYJ B I1a3a:

— A kax xe a?

N mopnouka Takasi rpyCTHas-rpycTHasi, 4YTo OOHUMHU U TUlaub. A B3IJISIT TaKOHM, YTO TOJIBKO
kasaTbes. Bo Bcem. Ho npsimo 3nech, ipu Hem U ceituac. Bot ke manunynsarop yiactsiii! Ho 3nech
HAIlIM MHTEPECHI COBIAJIM, TaK YTO 51 C TOTOBHOCTBIO MIOBEJIACH HA €r0 YJIOBKY.

— IToiimem co MHOM.

— Mozker, nmoHecelllb, Kak Buepa? — BHeC/Ia MpelJIoKeHre Harlas MopHa.

— IloHecy, — MOKJIAAUCTO COTJIACUIIACD S1.

[NoaxBaruia ero, BBIAOXHYB OT HEMPUBBIYHOW TSKECTH, MPOIIECTBOBAIA B BAHHYIO B MOTYa-
JIMBOM COMPOBOXKJIEHUU JI0OBOJILHOTO )U3HBIO )KMBOTHOTO U HaOpasia B OOHApYKEHHBIH B yITy Mola-
parnaHHbIN Ta3 BOJbI, MPEIBAPUTENILHO OMOJIOCHYB €ro.

— Yr10o-TO TBHI CEOE JILCTHIIID, — MOCBIIIAIOCh XUXUKAHBE U3-TI0J MBIIIKH, — HE TIOMECTHUIIBCS
THBI cioga!

— §1 — Her, — gaxe cropuTh He cTalla, — a BOT HEKOTOPBIE. . .

— K10 910? — KOT NBITJIMBO 3aBepTeI r0JI0BOM, HUKOTO HE 3aMETHIT U TIepeBe Ha MEeHsI YKOPU3-
HEHHBIA B30I, — Ongars, oOMan?

— Hukaxoro odbmana.

W noka oH neITalics MOHATh, B UM BCE ke MOABOX, 51 OCTOPOKHO OMYCTHJIA €r0 B MPOXJIaJHYIO
BOJY, OKMJasi BU3TOB, KPUKOB, COMPOTHBIICHUS. $1 OblsIa TOTOBA K YeMy YTOIHO, ake K IapanrHam
Y YKycaM, HO BMECTO TOTO KOT OCMOTpEJICS B Ta3UKe, AEPHYJI XBOCTOM U HEJOYMEHHO MOJI0OOIIBIT-
CTBOBAI:

— W 4ro s 3x0ech aenawn? B yem npukon?

— Tl yTO, HUKOTAA paHbIlle HE MbUICA?
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Kor 3agymaics. Kaunyn ronosoi.
— Boo0rie HuKoraa? — He MoBepuIIa f.

— A 3auem?

OH obOecKkypakeHHO pa3Besl JlakaMyd B CTOPOHBI. [10TOM B3MJISIHYJ Ha MEHS M TOHSITJIMBO
XMBIKHYJI.

— A, ThI )IyMaCH_Ib, pa3 g 9uTaJl SHIUUKIIONCOUIO JIEeaUu... — OH TIOOHAJT BBGpX .HaHKy, MATKO

MOCTYyYaJl €10 MHe 10 JIOY ¥ IPOCBETUIT: — Tak 3TO K MpUBeCTH cedsl B MOPSAAOK HA/IO TOJIBKO B Opay-
HYIO HOYb, a 51 3aMYK He coOupaioch! [laxe ecm Obl 1 MOT, TO 32 TaKOro kMoTa Obl He rioresn! Tak yto
JaBai, JocTaBail MeHs1, CyIi U Hecu oopatHo! Mosxkerb KohTOUKON 00MOTATh, YTOOBI 51 HE TTPOCTBL.
Dii! D, Thl MeHs ciiplmib? Yero Tl Meuuiib? S BoT ynxato yxe! Bor. Bor ceituac, monoxu. . .

Kort nmocrapasicsi 1 4uxHys He 0O4eHb IIPABIONOA00HO, HO JOCTATOYHO IPOMKO, YTOOBI 51 BBIIILIA
u3 oueneHenus. Kakon kommap! Kakas yxacHas cka3ka y opka! He Tak MeHs yAMBUJIO TO, YTO KOT
HU pasy He MbLICS, KaK HOBOCTb, YTO JIEJH MOETCSI TOJIbKO B OpauyHyi0 HOUb!

Bnpouewm, st fomyckaia BapuaHT, YTO KTO-TO IMTPOCTO YUTA BHIOOPOYHO CTpaHuUIlbl. YT0ObI po-
BEPUTD ITO, s IOMHTEPECOBAJIACH Y )KUBOTHOTO,  UTO e Jieau eaaT? U BOT TyT OH pacuBen U B
B MOZIPOOHOCTH, a $, MOKA OH Pa3BUBAJ MHTEPECHYIO JUIs1 HEro TeMy, MPUCTYIIIA K TIEPBOMY 3Tty
paboThl. lHOTa KOT CphIBajiCsl HA XMXHMKaHbE, MHOIZA KEMAaHHO MPHUKPBIBAJICS JIAIKaMu, MHOTAA
eI TOTBITKY TIOKPYTUTD JIAITKOW y BHCKA, HO HATHIKAJICSI HA MOW B3IJIsI, CHOBA XUXHUKAJI U MPO-
JOJIKaJT pa3roBOp Mpo exy.

[TpumepHo 3a nomyaca ero OONTOBHM s cyMesia N30aBUTh €ro OT KOJMIOYEK, CMBITh C HETo Mpu-
JIMYHbIE TOPKY TIBUTH — CYJIs 110 TOMY, KaK OH OYKBaJIbHO Ha TJla3ax y MEeHs MOXY/es, Hy U MOHSTh,
YTO e/1a JUIsl JIeJ 3HAUMT Kyra Oosblle, YeM TurueHa. Jleay He TOMbKO JII0OWIM TI0eCTh, HO TPerio-
YUTATU W3BICKAHHYIO MHUIILY, JearKaTechl. CYMTaIOCh XOPOIIUM TOHOM YCTPauBaTh 3BaHbIC Y)KUHBI 1
YIUBIIATH COCEJel HOBBIMH, HEM3BECTHBIMU UM TIOKa Omonamu. [la, He Bce U3 HUX ObUIM MPUSTHBI
Ha BKYC, HO Pajid MOJIBI JIEAX YMEIH TepreTh!

— Hy, opk! — cHOBa BCIIBIXHYJIA 51 BO3MYIIIEHUEM.

Ha meHst mmKkHY M 1 iprkain Obl K MOEMY PTY MOKPYIO JIalKy, eci Obl 51 He ycriena yBep-
HYThCA.

Uro ckazarh, ec paHbllle MHE IMPOCTO ObLIO BCE PABHO M HE JIO TIOMCKOB TaK Ha3bIBaeMOM
TMIOJIOBUHKH, TO TETIEPh s OIacanach, YTo Ta BCTpeya Mpou3oiaeT. Y rpei3im MeHs mogo3peHus, 4yTo
ornaceHust MOM He HanpacHbl. Hy He Mor OpK, yMeIoluii 3aKU/IbIBaTh B POCTPAHCTBE U BPEMEHM TaK
AaJIeKko, TPOMAaxXHYThCS U MOACETUTh MEHS B IOMUK K KOMY TOMAJIO.

A 3Hauut yto? Kak MUHUMYM 3TO 3HAUUT, YTO PaHO WIM TO3/HO, a TOCMOTPETh HA KMOTa
MPUAETCA.

Wwms y Hero kpacusoe, 3T0 J1a, a BCE OCTAIBHOE. . .

O0Beist rpyCTHBIM B3IVISIIOM BaHHYIO KOMHATY, BBIy/AWJIA MUCKHYBILETO KOTA ¥ HA BHITSHYTHIX
pyKax MoHecsa B KOMHATY.

— Yero 310 51 Ha Becy? — Becenwiics TOT. — OOHUMU MeHs1, BUIIUIIb, Y MEHsI HEYJOOHO JIalKu
cBHcaioT!

Ho xoraa Mbl MUHOBJIM KYXHIO, BECEJIbe )KUBOTHOTO KaK BETPOM CAYJIO.

— Dii! — OH MombITaNCS Pa3BEPHYTHCS, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh MHE B I71a3a U MPUCTBIAUTD KaJlo-
Oamu. — ¢ xe Tebe ToBOpUII, YTO royoAHbii! [laii XOTh CMETaHbI, a TOTOM HOCH JaJibllie, B CBOE Y/I0-
BOJILCTBHE, TaK U OBITH! D, Tol! D, THI MEHSA CIIBIIINIIL?

OnyctuB KOTa Ha KO(PTy, BCTPETHIIACh C HEIOBOJIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM KMBOTHOTO. MHOro 4ero
XOTeJIa CKa3arh 10 MOBOAY €ro HarjoCTH, HO MOHsUIA, YTO HAYMHATH HAJIO C JPYTOro.

— Kens, — npeacraBuiiace 4.

— He Oyny s1 o6opauuBarbcest! — pbIpkHYI KOT. — MeHst 6ombliie He IpOBeAeIb !

— Mens 30ByT Kens. Esrenusa Tepemkosa.

Kot yauBieHHO MOPrHyJ ¥ s Ipeaynpeana:
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— TonbKko He TOBOpPH, UTO JIEAU TOBOPUT CBOE UMsI TOJILKO OyayIiemy cynpyry!

— ITocne cBagbObl, — BHEC MAJIEHBKYIO MOMPABKY KOT. — M TO B MCKIJIIOUMTENBHBIX Cy4YasiX.

— Kakux xe?

— Ecimu cynpyr 3auHTepecyercs.

— To ectp, ecnmu emy, Hampumep, He TOHPABUTCS, KaK JIeOW TOMOMBLIACh, TOTOBSCH K
BCTpeue. .. — B [IIOKe Havasa .

Kot KuBHYyJ1, 2 MOTOM He BBIACPKAT U PACXUXUKAJICS, XBATASACh 32 IJIOCKOE My3UKO.

— Oi1, e mory! Iloepuna!

— JIefiCTBUTENILHO, CMEIITHO, — ITOHAOMIONAB 32 €r0 UCTEPUKON KaKoe-TO BpeMsl, MOAJaKHYJIA 5. —
U kak 51 BoOOIIE MOTJIa IOBEPUTD B TO, YTO Thl YUTAJT STY SHIMKJIOINEHIO?

Kot GynpkHYN cMemkoM U nputux. HeMHOro BUHOBAaTO B3IJISTHYJ HAa MEHSI U XOTeJ YTO-TO
CKazarh, HO 5 YK€ BBIILIA U3 KOMHATHI.

— D! — nocnpIanock BCie.

Sl npolia B BAHHYIO.

— 31, g npaeaa uutan! f Tonbko mpo ums coppai! Hy... 3To s Tak mpocTo, 4TOOBI. .. D, T
CJIBIIIUIIE?

4l 3akpbuIa 1BEph B BAaHHYIO HA XJIMITKUN KPIOYOK, MpHBEJa ceOsl B OPSJOK — HACKOJIBKO 3TO
ObLIIO BOBMOXHO 03 CMEHHOW OfIeK/Ibl U OAaHHBIX NMPUHAIEKHOCTEH, IOIXBATUIAa TOT CaMblii Ta3 U
BbIIILTA. [10 MyTH B3siJla BUEPAIITHIO TPSIIIOYKY, BEPHY/IACh B KOMHATY M IPUCTYIIJIA K yOOpKe.

[Naytuna. ITbute. I'psasb. LlapanuHel, KycOUKM OTBaJMBAIOILECS IITYKAaTypKu. Moii nepBblid
CJIOMaHHBII HOrOTh. M yropHOe coreHre y MeHs 3a CliMHOM. M mpoOekKa YeThIpex JIAroK TyJa-cloaa,
TyJa-clona.

A TIOTOM TSIKKMIA B37I0X, CTYK IMYIIMCTOM JIAIKK y’ke He 1o JI0y, a MOeil Hore U Takoe, HeyBe-
PEHHOE ¥ HEMHOT'O CMYILICHHOE:

— Kenb, He 31uUCh, a? A TO y MeHs1, HE IOBEPUIIIb, AIMETUT Adaske rmpornat!

HeiicTButenbHO He noBepuiia. ObepHynack. M ycnplmana, Kak y KOro-To MyIIHCTOTO YPUHT B
KUBOTE.

— Hy nouru! — 1yt %e Hamencs oH. — ITO ke TOXE CUYUTAETCS, €CIU OYTH ?

Sl 3agymMumMBO paccMmaTpuBajia €ro, OH pacCMaTpHBal YTO YrOJHO, KPOME MEHs, a MOTOM
PagOCTHO MPUOCAHUJICS, TKHYJI JIAITKOW M MOJICKa3aJl:

— A TaMm, 101 TOJOKOHHHUKOM, eIlle Ay TUHA OCTalach! — U 100aBUJI, BUJISL, UTO s O€3/1eHCTBYIO: —
MHo-o-ro!

Sl oronocHyna TpSNKy U mpoTsiHyla eMy. Kot Ope3riMBo moMopIuics, OIISTHYJICS Ha KyXHIO
Y C TOCKOH B3MJISIHYJ HA TaK HE BOBPEMsI 3aMEUEHHYI0O UM MayTHHY. DX, MoI4as Obl, MOKa TOYHO He
MOMHUPHWITUCH, a Tenepb! BuaHo ObLI0, KaK OH MeueTcsi, He B CHJIaX MPUHSTH MPABIIIBHOE PEIICHHE.

— CMeraHa 3aKOHYMJIACh, — HaMOMHMWIIA 5. — Ho mocrie Toro, Kak 3aBepiimm 371ech, s IPUro-
TOBJII0O HAM JIBOMM HE MEHee BKYCHBIN 3aBTPaK.

— Ham? — Kot HeHagonro 3aBuc, COMHEBAsICh, YTO y HAC MOTYT CXOAUTHCS BKYCHI, HO TTOTOM
Pl JOBEPUTHLCS U, (PBIPKAsi U KPHUBSICh, HO B3sLT TPSITIKY.

K cnoBy, Ha 3aTHHX JIalTkax OH CTOSUT Kyza Oozpee, yeM si. MeHs AyIIIN JyX0Ta 1 XKapa, ero
TeMIiepaTypa He BOJHOBaJa, HO sIBHO MOATOHSUI rojiofl. [IprMepHo uepe3 yac OKOIIKU U JIBE CTEHbI
ObLTM BBIMBITBI, HO PaOOTHI MIPECTOSIIO €Ille HEMAJIO, TaK YTO 51 PEIInia MPepBaThCsl.

OcraBUB OKHA PaCMaxHYTHIMU, — KOT YBEpsUI, UTO JIHEM 3TO Oe30macHo, 51 Opocuia yOOpKy.
Kot pemm, 4to oH Toke B jiesie ¥ moOekas Ha KyXHIO clieloM 3a MHOW. CHien Ha CKpHITyYeM CTyJe,
Y, He CUMTasi XBOCTA, XJIECTKO OBIOIIErocsi O HOKKH, TEPHEIMBO U MOTYA KAAJ, YeM Xke ero OyayT
6anoBath. OH Tak M cKa3all, MOJI, OaTyil MeHsI, 3aCITyKHUJL.

— Kro 3acmyxun? — yroununa s, He 000paurBasiCh K HEMY.

— Kak kt0?! 4 — roBopio xe!

— A xTO TBI?
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Kot gonro momyasn, a motTom cray OyXTeTh YTO-TO, UTO pa3Be ITO BAKHO, OH-TO JyMaJl, 4TO MHE
BCE PaBHO, a TYT...

— Bot 51 — XeHs, — npepBaB ero HbIThe, 51 00EPHYJIACh U C YIUBJICHUEM OTMETHJIA, YTO OH HE
Urpajl, a nmpabja paccTpoeH. — A TeOst Kak 30ByT?

Kot moprayi.

Jymain f107ro, Tep JIankoi 00, TO M COMHEBasICh, IPU3HABATHCS WM HET, TO JIM BCIIOMUHAS,
a MOTOM. ..

— Hy... BBIpOAKOM MHOTZIA 30BYT, — MPOU3HEC €[Ba CJIBIIIHO. — TBaphi0 MHOrJA HA3BIBAIOT.
N3Beprom eirie, IeMOHIOKOM, MicyaareM aja... Kem eme? OOOpMOTOM ellie Ha3bIBAJIM. . .

— W y KOro ToJbKO SI3bIK MIOBEPHYJICS?

— Y MHOrux.

Tak! Dr1a cka3ka MHe Bce Oosbllie ¥ OOJIbIIIe He HpaBUIACh. 1 He MOIJIa MOHATH, KaK MOXKHO
TAKOTO YMHOTO >KUBOTHOTO 003bIBaTh HUKYEMHBIM M 000pMOTOM. BOT Kak?!

OcraBuB B TIOKOE TOCY/y, IIpUce/a HAMPOTHB KOTa. XOTEJIOCh OOHSAThH €r0, HaYaTh IJIaAuTh,
3aTHCKaTh, HO 5 3HAJIA, YTO OH OYEHb TOPIbIiA, 2 TAKUX HE CTOUT KayieTh. [ToMOUb MOKHO, HO HEHa-
BSI3UMBO.

— A Tebe caMoMy Kak Obl XOTEJIOCh, UTOOBI TeOs1 Ha3bIBAIN ?

— MHe? — oH nepecTa paccMaTpUBaTh CTEHbI ¥ TIOJI ¥ YIVBJICHHO B3IJISIHYJ Ha MEHsI. — A 4TO,
MOXHO BBIOpaTh?

— Koneuno. MoxHo ObiTh KOTOM. VTt KOTHIKOM. HO MHE TIoueMy-To KakeTcsl, 9To ¢ UMEHeM
TeOe Kyza OoJIbIlle ITOHPABUTCHL.

Kor 3aBuc. §I BepHyIach K rOTOBKe, MHOT/IA CJIBIIIIA 32 CIIMHON OOpMOTaHUe.

—Kot?.. Ko-0-tuk? {1 — KoTH-uK?.. — A CITyCTsI HEJOIroe BpeMsi TPEHUPOBOK, YK€ YBEPEHHOE. —
S — xor! Dit! i, Kens, s onpenenuics, s — KOT!

— Papa cipimate, — 51 moctaBuiIa Ha CTOJ TOPKY OJMHOB M ITPOCTOKBAIILY. — A UMS-TO ThI ITPHU-
ayman?

— A 3710 4TO, HEe noaxonuT?! — paccTpousics OH. — S MPUBBIK yxke naxe!

— INogxomut. TOMBKO TO, UTO THI — KOT, 3TO U TAaK MOHATHO. A gaiblie? — Tak Kak XUBOTHOE
CMOTpEJIO BCe elle M3YMIJIEHHO, 51 yTouHwIa: — Hy, Hanpumep. .. He 3Hao. ..

— TepemkoB?

Ha mMeHst B3MJIsIHY/IM ¢ TaKOW HA/IEKIOM, YTO OTKA3bIBATh OBUIO CJIOKHO, U TEM HE MEHee. . .

— TepemkoB — 310 pamuust. A TeOe HyKHO UMS.

— CpouHO? — OH C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM B3IJISIHYJI Ha TPOCTOKBAIILY U TOPKY OJIMHOB.

— Her, moxemb nomgymars. A Korja BeiOepenb — CKaxelb. JJoroBopriics?

— Ara!

OronoaaBimii KOT ObUT MOKJIAJUCTHIM U TIOUTH TEPIETUBBIM — JOXAAJICS, KOTAA s YCAIYCh, a
yXe TIOTOM TMOTSIHYJI K ceOe MPpOo3payHblid KyBIIHH ¢ TpOocToKBatei. Kaunyi ero, HemoBOJIbHO HAXMY-
pUJICS ¥ IPUIPAIICS:

— YT0-TO 3TO OO0 MOKUKE BUSPAITHETO.

— Mosxelb He eCTb.

— Ecnm 6Bl MOT... — OH TS)KKO B3JJOXHYJI, TOKOCHBIIKCH Ha MOIO IIIEI0, eIl pa3 B3MISHYJ Ha
KYBIIIUH U PEIIHIICS.

B urore KyBImH onycren ObicTpee, YeM s ycresa 10ecTb nepBbiil O71H. PeBHUBO I1s1/151 Ha TO,
KakK sl TSHYCh 32 BTOPbIM, MHE OBbUIO OpOIIIEHO OOBUHEHHE:

— He naencs! V te6s ept 6osbine!

Sl Monmya moaBUHYNIA K HEMY TOPKY € OJMHaMH, KOTOPYIO KOT JIONTO pacCMaTpHUBaj, a IOTOM
OypKHYJI HEUTO BpoJie: «BHes Obl mana...». OTopBaB Kycouek OJMHA, OH 3aKpPbLT I71a3a, OPe3rIMBO
cMopInuics U cxain yemocth. [Torepren napy cekynn. Crinotay:. U ¢ ynuBieHreM B3IJIsHYJ Ha MEHS.

— Ilepeconeno?
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— HenocmeraneHo.

XO0po1o, YTO 51 MPUBBIKJIA K HEOOOCHOBAHHOW KPUTHKE, YETKO pa3fiesisisi, YTO HECET CMBICIIO-
BYIO Harpy3Ky, a 4To IyCTOE — ycIiesna B3sITh C TAPEJIKH ellle OH OJMH. Y KOTa He TOJIbKO MPope3asics
BKYC, HO U anleTUT 000CTPHIICS, ¥ ’KaJHOCTB €IlIe — JIeJIOBUTO MOABUHYB TapeJiKy ¢ OlIMHaMU K cede,
OH OIYCTOIIMJI €€ 32 MUHYTY. TOJIBKO ¥ CIIBIIITHO OBUTO, KK TPEIIUT 32 YIIAMH.

A BOT KoOrza TpemaTh nepecTaso, KOT YCTalo B3IOXHYJI U MOTpeOoBaI:

— Ee cnenaenis.

— ITocMOTpIO Ha TBOE ITOBEJEHUE.

— YT0? — HaNBUKWJICS OH, a TIOTOM MHJIOCTUBO MaxHYJI JIAIKOM. — A, Bce 3a0bIBalo, YTO ThI HE
B Kypce...

— He B kypce yero?

— Hy x0T 651 TOr0, — (OBIPKHYJT OH, — uTO B Tuxux 3emiisix kotoB He ObiBaeT. CoBcem. Hukoraa.
Her ux 3n1ecn!
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I'maBa Ne 8

Kot nonro cmotpen Ha MeHs BBIKUAAIONIE, XMbIKasl U MOTUpas janku. He noxaaBimch mpo-
JOJDKEHUS] UCTOPUH, s BCTasla, CYHYJIa eMy B JIANIKU YHUCTYIO TPSAIMOUYKY U BHIIUIA U3 KyXHU, HaMepe-
BasiCh MPOAOJIKUTH YOOPKY.

— Dii! — ToHecnock Beie HeJOYMEHHOe. — 1. .. 3T0... JKeHs! Twl yto, He noBepuia?

— Ilouemy *e — moBepua.

JlocTaTouHO OBUIO PACCMOTPETH MOJTYYIIIe OTHOTO MPEACTABUTENS, 1a YBUIETh C KAKMM U3yM-
JIEHHEM OH BIepBbIe MPOOYyeT CMETaHy U MPOCTOKBAIIY, YTOOBI IOHATH, UYTO KOIIAYbel pace B 9TUX
KpasiX HeC/laJKO KUBETCS.

— Torpa moyemy Thl He ObeIIbCSI B yXKace U UCTepPUKe? — MOCIBIIIATIOCH YIUBICHUE YXKe Y MEHSs
3a crMHOM. — Jlenyu MokeT ceOe O3BOJUTD. . .

— Bor ecnui Obl y MEHsI BAPYT 3aBeJiCsl IECSITOK KOTOB, sl Obl HAYaJla BOJTHOBAThCA, a TaK. .. — S
00epHYJIach K 3aMHTPUTOBAaHHOMY )KMBOTHOMY, CHJISIIIEMY B JIBYX IlIarax ot MeHs. — [la Thl 1 caM He
B JETIPECCUH, YTO HA TOPU30HTE HET KOHKYPEHTOB.

— A 1-10 4T0? — OYypKHYJI HEJOYMEHHO KOT.

— Hy a s-1o Tem 6onee. XBatut ¢ MeHsI TeOs1 OTHOTO. [IBYX TakuX, Kak Thl, OOIOCH, s yXKe Mpo-
KOPMHUTb HE CMOTY.

S BepHynach k yoopke. C3a/i1 pa3iaBaioch Kakoe-To MIUMIeHUE, HECKOIbKO Pa3 KOT MOPHIBAJICS
YTO-TO CKa3arTh, a MOTOM cOerayl Ha KyXHI0, B3sJI ce0e HOBYIO, YUCTYIO TPSIIIOYKY U TOXKE IPUHSLICS
3a yOOpKY.

— Takux, Kak s1 — 3T0 Jia, — COIVIACUJICS OH, MIPOTHpasi yOOTUil IJIMHTYC U BPEeMsI OT BPEMeHH,
AyMasi, 4To s He BUXKY, KOCsich Ha MeHs1. — Ho ThI He 6ouchk! Broporo, Kak s, st Obl B JIOM He TyCTHI!
TyT y camoro roiofoBka — xpaTh MOYTU Hevyero!

— Camux.

— ... Hy JJalHO, J1a, — MPUHSLUI MIONPaBKy KOT. — B 0011iemM, BToporo 51 He Biyly! 3a 310 Thl He
oouch! 51 Teds1 B 00uay Apyromy He gam! Cam pasBe uTo... €CJIM OroJIofialo CHITBHO. .. JKeHb, a JKeHb,
C TAKMM XEHUXOM MbI ¢ TOOOW CKOpO Jianku npoTsHemM! CMeTaHa yke 3aKOHYHMIIach, He 3a0biia’?

— W GmHBI ¢ IPOCTOKBAIIIEH.

— DTO UCKJTIOUUTEIIBHO TIOTOMY, — ITPOMBIXTE BO3MYIIIEHUEM CEepblil KOMOK, — UTO HE OCTaJI0Ch
CMETaHbI!

Bce Bpems, moka Mbl padoTaiu, KOT Oyxtesn. To To ero Bo3MyIaio, TO TO He HPaBUJIOCh.
KoHneuHo, He ObLT OH B BOCTOpPIe ¥ OT MPOCHOBI TIOEPKATh C JPYTOW CTOPOHBI MIOK PHIBAJIO, KOT/Ia MBI
JOIILIA IO KPOBAaTH.

— Ilnis1 koro TpycuTh coOpanack? $1 31ech cnarh He IIaHUPYIO!

— A 1 6yny.

— U xodry cBoto, HEOOCh, 3abepeliib?

A npomonuana. Kot nomyman, uyto yragan. Bpocun TOCKJIMBBIN B3IV HA YUCTBIA, HO XONO/-
HBIA U TBEPIbIi MOJOKOHHUK, HA KOTOPOM HAMEpEeBAJICS CIaTh BUepa HOUBIO U, BUAUMO, HA KOTOPOM
CIiaJI paHee, U, 3aKPbIB 1J1a3a, BCE JKe 3aCTaBUJI ceOs1 IPUKOCHYTHCS K MBUTLHOMY ITOKPBIBAITY.

He ckaxy, 4To moMoIIhb OT YMXAIIEro KoTa Obllla OrPOMHOM, HO BABOEM BCE ke Jierde, yem
OIHOMY, TeM 0oJiee, YTO IOKPBIBAIO OKA3aJI0Ch JOBOJIBHO TSIKENbIM.

— Ha ynuny uau, — 3amMeTuB, 4To s 3aMelIKaiach, KOT OJHOM JIAMKON MPUKPBUT HOCUK, a BTOPOU
TKHYJ B 3aKPBITYIO JBepb. — 1 mockopee! A To y MeHs, KaxeTcs, ajuteprus!

— TueMm B Tuxux 3eMJIsIX HEKOTO onacarbcs?

— Hy... — oH notep sankoi Hocuk. — CkaxeM Tak, TaM ceiluac Kyaa Oe30IacHei, 4eM 3/1eCh.

— To1 0 b ?

KoT XMBIKHYJT 1 XUTPO TIPUIILY PUJICS.
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— 41 ¢ Teb6s1 yMHUIISIOCh, — TIPOTSIHYJ OH, JIEJIOBUTO TOZIONIEN K IBEPU U PACaxHyIl ee, caM Ipu
9TOM OCTaBasICh B HEBUJIMMOM 30He. — Vn. 3Bepeid, 4To HOUbl0 Opoawiu, HeT yxke. [la u He Oyper.

— [ouemy?

— 51 TeGe yxe cepbesHo nomor. K Tomy ke, kK Te0e CKOpPO TOCTH MPHUIYT, a 51 TAKUX TEPIeTh He
Mmory. Tak 4to cxoxy rnooxouych. JlaBai, naBaii, uau yxe!

MoxHarasi Jarka, MPUKOCHYBINAsCS KO MHE, OKa3ajach Ha YAWBJIEHHE CUJILHOW, M YMeEJO
BBICTaBUJIa MeHs 32 JiBepb. [IoKa 51 B pacTepsHHOCTH OCMaTpUBAIaCh Ha KPbUIbIIE, B IOME XJIOMHYJIA
(doprouka, rae-To TpecHysa BeTKa — HaBepHOE, BHIIPHITHYJI KOT, M CTAJIO THXO.

Tak, nagHo, yto y Hac 371ech? Ecinu Obl 3HaTh, YTO CKOPO BCE 3TO 3aKOHYHUTCSI, MOKHO OBLIO
nepecusieTb B IoMe. A Tak KOT MpaB — HAJI0 OCBAUBAThCSI.

Kpbuiblio, moHsTHO, OBUIO HMYEM HE Kpallle TOro, 4To UMeJIoch CHapyxku. Kpacka apeBHsis,
TEMHO-KOPUYHEBAs1, BHITOPEBIIIAsI HA COJHLIE U JKEJAI0IIAsl CKOpee OIacTh Ha 3eMJII0, KaK YCTaBIIUE
mcThbsi. CKpUITUT BJOOABOK, & TOPYYHHU AJI51 XKEJIAIOIIMX TOMYYUTh OONbHUYHBIN. YyTh CHIbHEE Ha/la-
BUIIIb U TIOJIETHUIIIb.

— Hy, opk! — cHOBa BcribIxHYJIa 51 Bo3myIeHHeM. — Hy criaci6o tebe!

— He Gnarogapu moka, — NOCIBIIIAICS Y MEHsI 32 CIIMHOM ToJioc OpKa. — $1 ske 4yBCTBYIO, UTO
eme paHo. Bot korja 61aroqapHoCTb B MEIIOK He TIOMECTUTCS, 51 TIPULLY.

—Yro?...

OOepHyYBIIUCD, 51 yKe OblIa TOTOBA YKPACUTh €ro TUPISIHION U3 MOMX OnarogapHOCTel, HO,
YBBI, HUKOTO He yBHjesa. JlepeBbs B JieCcy MeperoBapuBaIvuch o 4eM-T1o cBoeM. Coplmasics meoder
NTUI ¥ CBEPYKOB. A y MEHs B yIIax JJO CUX TOP 3Byvas rosioc opka. Kotoporo He Obu10.

He moriio xe mHe noka3zarbcs?!

Bnpouem, ¢ yueToM TOro, 4to sl BUXKY 32 MOCJEHUE CYTKU... 9TO BCE eIle MOTyT ObITh Bpe-
MEHHBIE TaJUTIONMHALINY. .. U €CJU 51 OTIOXHY. ..

— J1oOpblii ieHb, Jeau! — Becesblii MyKCKOU rojioc, HEOKUAAHHO Pa3/IaBIIUAIACS C IPYTror CTO-
POHBI OT MEHS1, IPePBAJI MOM MAJIOAYIITHbIE MBICITH.

OO0epHYBIIUCH, 51 YBUEIA BBICOKOTO CBETIIOBOJIOCOTO MYKUUHY JIET JBAIATH MATH, B OObIY-
HBIX TEMHBIX OpIOKax, B OEJIOCHEKHOW TYHUKE C BHIIITMBKOW BOKPYT TOPJIOBMHBI M B Y€M-TO Ha MO0-
6un MokacuH. OH 1en 6eCIIyMHO, U BPsi/I JIU Obl s 3aMeTHJIA ero MPHOJIMKEHNE, €CTH Obl OH 9TOTO
He 3axoTes1. CUMITaTUYHBIN MyKUYMHA U C PaCTIONAralonen MpUsTHOMN YIbIOKOH — MalllMHaIbHO OTMe-
THJIA 5.

Cama He 3amMeTHIIa, KaK CTaja yabl0aThCsl B OTBET U CAENAA IIar ¢ KPbUIbIA.

Ho Bapyr MmykunHa pe3ko OCTAaHOBUJICS, 33 JyMYMBO TIOCMOTPEJT HA YTO-TO Y MOMX HOT U y/IWB-
JIEHHO BBIIOXHYJT:

— Oro! He nyman, yro korga-HUOyIb TaKOE YBUKY !

Sl ToXke rsSHyaa BHU3 — HA CBOM OTKPBITHIE IIIUKOJIOTKH, HA TIOTEPThIE HKUHCHI C BEHTUJISIMEH
B BUJIE JIbIP, U B3JOXHYJIA.

— Eciu BBISICHUTCS, YTO KEHIIMHBI XOIAT 3A€Ch UCKJIIOYUTEIIHHO B IUIATHSX. .. — OypKHYJA 5.

[Nokazanock, 4To rae-To HEMOJAIEKy pa3Jalicsi CMEIIOK, U OH-TO U BBIBEJI TOCTS U3 OleTIeHe-
HUS. YIMBICHHO MOPrHYB, TOT C/I€JIal IIar, MPHIYPUBIIKCH, CHOBA HA YTO-TO YCTABUJICS M KAUHYJT
T'OJIOBOIA.

— Ilpocrtute, neau, — nokasiics oH, nogoias. — I — Jloiiko bapponc. He ycnien BoicnaTbest —
BOT ¥ MTOMEPENIoch. Mor Obl U I0rafaThCsl, YTO 371€Ch TAKOTO MPOCTO HE MOXKET OBITh.

Her, ynpiOka y Hero Bce ke 0OBopoxutesbHasi. Eciu Tak ke ynpiOancst repoit Moei moce-
Hell TepouHe, s, BOBMOXHO, OTYAaCT MOTY IOHSTh, IOYEMY OHA Takas HauBHas aypodka. [Tbuib-
HOE TOKPHIBAJIO MCHOBEHHO OBbLJIO 3a0BITO M OTJIOKEHO Ha CKPUIHYBIIMIA MOpPYYeHb KpbUIblia. A
51, HEBOJIHO TIO[IABIIUCH 00asSHUIO HE3HAKOMOT'O MY’KUMHBI, TTPUTJIAINIIA BOJIOCHL, CIyHYJIA C JIUIIA
YeJIKy ¥ [0XaJiena, YTo, OTIPABJISISCh B MEIIIOK My TEIIECTBUH, He 3aXBaTUIIa C COOOH Iy/Iphl 1 OecKa.
Xots 6b1 OeciiBeTHOr0. X0Ts HeT! Y Takoro KpacaBiia HaBEpHSIKAa COTHU TOKJIOHHUII, M YTOOBI BblJle-
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JIMThCS CPEIM HUX, MHE HYXKHa BCSI MOsl KOCMETHKa U Bech rapaepod! MHTepecHo, uTo eMy Oosbliie
MOHPABUTCS — KOPOTKOE IUIAThe WU JJIMHHOE, HO C OTKPBITON cIMHOM? OHO Tak JIETKO CHUMaeTcs,
YTO OYEHb OBICTPO MOXHO OKa3aThCsl OJIM3KO, OUeHb OJIM3KO APYT K APYTY, M KaK TOJBKO TKaHb yIia-
AeT Ha TO. ..

[NoiimaB cebs1 Ha TIOCTIEAHEN MBICITH, 51 HAXMYPUJIACh U B3IJISTHYJIA HA TOCTS YK€ HACTOPOKEHHO.

— [Ipocrtute, neau, — OH TYT Xke MepecTal yabloaTbcs, — s ObLT YBEPEH, YTO Ha Bac 3allUTa,
BOT M pacciaduics.

Crowio emy mepectarh yablOaThCsi, KAK MHE MIHOBEHHO BCIIOMHIJIACH OOCTAHOBKA B JIOME,
Kamaromiasi Bojia, BCe ellle MbUTbHOE MOKPHIBAJIO U KOT, KOTOPBII HE 3aXOTesl C HUM BCTpPEUaThCs.
MuHyTHOE O4YapoBaHMe CXJIbIHYJIO. Jla, Iepelo MHO MO-TIPEKHEMY CTOSUT MY KUMHA CUMIIATUYHOM
HapYKHOCTH, HO IOHPABHUTHCSI €My JIOOBIMH METO/IAaMHU Y:Ke He X0Tesioch. Tem Oonee, He ObLIo xerna-
HUS JIedb Ha JIONATKU U CKUHYTh HA 3TOT YOUTHIH MOJI CBOE HOBOE TUIAThE.

— Jleau MoxeT MeHsI TPOCTUTH? — B TOJIOCE MYKUYHMHBI JEUCTBUTENIBHO OLIYIAIOCH PACKasHHE.

— Jlegy MOXeET HaJl STUM TOAYMAaTh, — MOJAXBATUB MOKPHIBAJIO, 51 CITYCTHJIACH C KPBLIbIIA U TTepe-
JaJia OIH €ro Kpai rocTio.

OH XMBIKHYJT — 5 B3[JISIHYJIA HA HETO UCTIOJIOObs, U OH TYT ke M300pa3uil Cepbe3HbIN BU/I.

[pekpacHo moHUMast Apyr Apyra 6e3 CJI0B, MBI OTOILIH OT IOMa Ha TIOUTHTEIbHOE PACCTOSTHUE
U TIPUHSLTACH 32 padoTy. DTOT HaAPHUK OBUT Ky/JJa BBIHOCIMBEH MPEIBIAYIIEro — YMXHYJ BCEro mapy
pas.

A mocrnie, Korja y moKpsiBajia MOXKHO OBUIO PA3IMUYMTh CEPBIi IIBET, — KTO Obl COMHEBAJICS, UTO
TaM OyJIeT HeUTO NMPUSATHOE, — OH OT/BIIIAJICS U MOTI0OOMBITCTBOBAI:

— 4 mporen?

— ¥V MeHs elie KpaH Ha KyXHe Te4eT, — 33 JyMUMBO MPOTsIHYJIA 51.

— To ectb, cerogHs Bbl O3BOJIMTE MHE BOMTH B JOM?

— U doprouka ogHa 3aemaer, — NPUIIOMHIIIA 5.

[NonxBaTUB MOKpBIBAJIO, CTABINEE Ky/a Jierde, YeM paHbllle, s HapaBuiIach K goMy. BappoHc
ertie OOJIbIIE TOBBICKII MOE IIEPBOE BIIeUATIIEHHE O ceOe, CIIOKOMHO TBUHYBIIKCH cieoM. OH sIBHO He
OO0SIJICSI CTOJIKHYTBCSI C TPYIHOCTSIMH, KOTOpBIE s Mepeuncinia. Tak-Tak-Tak, a TPyJHOCTEH-TO KyAa
oonbiiie. HaBepHoe, paHO 3aHOCUTD TIOKPHIBAJIO, MHAYE TyTcask paboTa.

— OnHy CeKyHIy, — 3aMETHB METpax B JAECSATH OT JJOMa BETBUCTBIN KYCT, s IOCTICIINIA K HEMY
Y BPEMEHHO pa3MecTH/Ia IOKPHIBAJIO HA HEM.

HouHoti cTpax TeprienrBo oKUIaJICS MeHs y KpbUiblia. [To ra3aM ObU10 BUAHO, KAKOTO TPyaa
eMy CTOUT He YABIOHYTBCS, HO K €ro YeCTH — JAEPXKaJCsl OH CTOHKO.

— MoOXHO y3HaTh Teneps. ..

— V3BuHMTE, — MOKasiyIach $, Mpexk/Je YeM OH HATIOMHWJI MHE O IPWIINIHUsX. — 51 1o/KHa Oblia
cpa3dy ckazaTh BaM. S — Kens.

— Yto? — He paccabimal JIOWKo, XOTs 51 Obl1a yXke JIOCTATOYHO OJM3KO K HEMY.

— Kens! — noBropuiia s rpomye.

W 3amernna, Kak MTHOBEHHO OCYHYJIOCH JIMIIO cTpaxka. C KakAbIM IIaroM, 4to s MpuoImxka-
J1ach, OH CMOTpEJT Bce Oosiee KOJKO.

— Xanb Bac pa3ouapoBbIBaTh, JIEJH, — CKa3aJl OH 0€3 TOJIMKH COKAJICHUsI, — HO BbI [TOKa HE KeHa.

7Kanp ObUTO pa30uapOBBIBATH TAKOTO CUMITATUYHOTO MAPHS, YTO Y HETO MPOOJIEMBI CO CITYXOM,
MO3TOMY I TOBTOPUJIA:

— 1 — XKens, — u nosicHWIa, Kak i1 KOTa, XOTSI TOT OKa3aJics Ky/a MOHATIMBEH, YeM HOYHON
crpax. — 1o Mmoe ums. Kens. Eprenus Tepemkosa.

— 7Ke-Hs1, — MOBTOpWJI My)KUMHA 32 MHOW U CHOBa paciiBesi. — VI3Bunute, geau EBrenus, mpo-
CTO...

— 4 yxe noHsia, — OTMaxHYyJIach 51 U, IPOWAsl MUMO HETo 10 KPbUIbILY, OTKPbLIA IPHTJIAIIAIOIIE
JBEpb.
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Ho Ha 310T pa3 MyXxunHa He crennI 3a MHOH CJIe/10Bath.

— A 5 BOT X0uy pa3o0parbcs. .. — MPOTSHYI OH 33[yMUYMBO U OTOIIEN K KYCTY C TIOKPbIBAJIOM. —
Bl MoxerTe eltie pa3 npeacTaBuThes ?

BcrnomHMB 0 TOM, Kak KOT FOBOPHJI IIPO CMBIC/I TPOMHOTO MOBTOPEHUS UMEHH, $1 TIOKJIAJUCTO
MOBTOpUJIA:

— /Kens. Esrenus TepemkoBa.

Huxkakoro uyna He npousornuio. Tenenoprauumu, o KOTOpoii 1 ogyMasa, He CIIyYHIoch — s Mo-
MIPEeKHEMY CTOsUIa Ha KPBUIbLIE U CMOTpEIa Ha MYKUMHY, KOTOPbId U3YMJIEHHO CMOTPEI Ha MEHSI.

— Hy na, — cornmacuiics crpaxk, HakoHel. — Tenepb s yClbliai BCe MPaBUIIbHO.

CekyHy OH Haj] YeM-TO pa3yMbIBaJl, a IOTOM HEOKUAAHHO MOMPOCKITL:

— A Bac He 3aTpyIHUT ellle pa3 MPOUTUCh K 3TOMY KycTy? §l OHMMal0, YTO 3TO HE Jiydllee
MECTO MPOTYJIKY IS JIe[IN. . .

— D70 BHI elle KUIUIIE JJIs JIeIM He BU/IENN, — OTMAXHYJIACh s OT €ro U3BUHEHUI U MpuoOu-
3WJIaCh K KyCTapHUKY.

Crpax ke, Ha000pOT, PETUPOBAJICA K AOMY U BOITPOCUTEIHLHO U30THYJI CBETIIYIO OPOBb.

— Kens, — noeropwia s1. — EBrenns TepemkoBa.

My:XurHa KMBHYJI CBOUM MBICJISIM U II€PEBEJT HEIOYMEHHBIN B3IJIS/ C MEHS Ha IOMUK.

— 41 pa3oOpauicsi, — OO0 OH, CTOMJIO TIOJOMTH. — [10 KaKUM-TO MPUUYMHAM Ha BAC HE TOJIBKO
3alIUTHl HET, HO U BCTPOEHHBIN IEPEBOJYMK, MO3BOJISIOIMI BaM JIETKO MOHUMATh S3bIK HAlLETo
MUpa, ¥ TOBOPUTHh Ha HEM, BecbMa orpaHnveH. OObIYHO KEHUXU CTaBAT Ha JIeAW TaKylo 3alluTy,
KOTOpasi He MPOCTO HEBOJIbHOE BO3JEHCTBUE OJIOKMPYET — KaK B MOEM Cilydyae, HO M MEHTAJIbHOE
BHYIIEHUE HE JOMYCKAIOT. A MepeBOAUYMK MO3BOISAET CIIOKOWHO MEPEMEIAThCs MO LEJIOW UMIIEPUH.
V Bac xe... CTOUJI0 BaM OTOWTH OT KPbUIbIIa, KaK s MIepecTayl IOHUMATh Ballly pedb. Y Bac MovemMy-
TO IpUBSA3Ka K 3TOMy IoMy. M Bce. He nonumaro, nouemy Tak.

OH paccTpOeHHO KauHYJI TOJIOBOM, U SIBHO XOTEJl MEHsI IPUOOOIPUTD, KaK-TO YTEIIHTh.

— Bo3MOXHO, B HACTPOWKAX 3aKpaiach OMIMOKA? — MPEAIOIOKUI OH.

— Idymaio, ommmoOKa B caMoM (haKTe MOEro HaxOXJIeHUsI 371eCh, — BbIJIANA 51 CBOIO BEPCHUIO.

Crpax ObLT CO MHOM HE COIJIACEH, XOTeJl 3AIIUTUTD TO JIX TEXHUKY, KOTOPYIO 5 Jake He 3aMe-
THJIa B IOME, TO JIM XO35IMHA Joma. PemmB, 4to crop y Hac OyleT JOJITUM, eCid OH BCE HE YBUJUT
CBOMMM IJIa3aMH, s OTKPbLIA ABEPh U MIPUTTIACHIIA €70 BOWTH.

— Kcraru, — nounrepecoBaace 5 nepej; Ha4ajioM 9KCKYpCUH. — A 4TO BaM OKa3aJIoch, KOTa
BbI TOJIbKO TTPUILLIH?

— Jla HeBepoATHOE, — ycMexHYJIcsl OH. — [lokaszasiock, 4To y ropora B Balll JOM JIEKHUT TOTIOP
OpKa.

— A 4TO 37€Ch TAaKOrO HEBEPOSATHOIO?

Sl yxe BuzieNia He TOJIBKO TONIOP OPKa, HO M €ro Camoro, M JIake B MelIKe MoObBaJIa, TaK YTO
Teriepb TAKMM MeHsI YAUBUTB ObUIO CJI0KHO. HO cTpask SIBHO cuMTa uHave.

— BbI TonBKO He myraiiTech! — nmorpocui ol MeHsl. — Tem Oosee 4To 3TO U3 APEBHUX CKa3aHU, O
KOTOPBIX YK€ HUKTO M He IOMHHUT. VI cTapuHHBIX 0OPSIIOB, KOTOPBIE HUKTO MPAKTHUECKH HE COOTIO-
naert. Jla HeT, moxkaiyi, 4yTo U HUKTO. f1, K IpuMepy, TaKUX CIIy4yaeB He MPUIIOMHIO, a 51 I0JITO KUBY.

S ¢ rOTOBHOCTBIO KMBHYJIA.

MHe He Tepresioch yCblaTh 3Ty UCTOPHIO, a B MOAYIIEYKaX MaIblIeB MOSBUIICS 3HAKOMBIH 3y
— JKeJlaHue TYT XKe CEeCThb 3a KJIaBUaTypy U BITUCATh KyAa-HUOY/Ib STOT MOMEHT. BOT mpsimo ceiivac!
[Noka ne 3a6bput0CH! UTAK. ..

— Panblie, — TOBEpUTEIILHO COOOIIMI CTPaXK, MOHU3MB TOJIOC U Jienasi Iiar Ko MHe, — B j1aje-
KHe-JJaJIeKue BpeMeHa, KOTOphIe yKe BCe U 3a0bUIH, HO O KOTOPBIX BEAAIOT CTAPIIBL. ..

HerepnennBo B310XHYB, sl YKOPU3HEHHO B3IJIsIHYJIA HA TOCTs. Ero Ob1 OpaTh B COABTOPBI, YTOOBI
B ’KYpHaJ paccKasbl MUcaTh. TaM MHOTIA UCTOPUIO, KOTOPYI0 MOKHO YJIOKUTbh B TPU CTPOKH, HAJO
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pacTArMBaTh THICSY Ha JIECATH 3HAKOB. A 9TO HE MEHEe CJIOKHO, YeM COKPATUTh. OTKPOBEHHO rOBOPSI
— MOPOI1 ITO Ky/1a TsKeJiee, YeM HalucaTh HOBYIO.

— JlagHO, — HATKHYBILIUCh Ha MOl B3IJISIZI, YCMEXHYJICS cTpax. — TOMbKO Bl HE NEpekUBanTe,
MIOTOMY YTO K BaM 3TO BCE PaBHO HE OTHOCHUTCSI.

4 cHOBa KMBHYJIA.

— B ob6mewm, — nopenmicss OTKPOBEHUEM TOCTb, BCE K€ MPHCTATIbHO 32 MHOM HaOIoas, Kak
OyIITO TOTOBSICh JIOBUTh, €CIIM 51 HAJlyMalo TaJaTh B OOMOPOK, — B ObLIble BPEMEHa, €Clv y JoMa
JKEHILMHBI BUJEJN TOOp OpKa, To Bce! OXpaHsil — He OXpaHsiii, a OHa BCE paBHO Mpornajaania!

Hwuuero HOBoOrO s 1151 ce0s1 He OTKpPhLJIa, TAK YTO M JaJiblle CIIOKOMHO CMOTpesia Ha CTpaxka.

Ho tomy, BUAMMO, yKacHO 3aXOTeJOCh YCHBIIATh XOTs1 Obl BU3I, €CIM YK HE MOTyYHIOCh
JI0OUTBhCST OOMOPOKA.

— Opk ee BopoBaJi! — MpOU3HEC BKPAJUMBO OH, U Yepe3 CEKYH/Y, JaHHYI0 MHE KaK LIaHC MOoy-
YHUTH CTPECC CAMOCTOSITENIBHO, OT TOTO, YTO YKe ObUIO CKa3aHo, J0OaBMII: — YTOOBI Ha HEll JKEHUTHCSI!

Pa3zovyapoBaHHO B310XHYB, s npouuia B oM. CTpax IIarHys cleloM 3a MHOW, HO BONPEKU
TOMY, YTOOBI YAUBUTHCS TOMY, YTO YBUJIEJ B JKIJIHIIE, TIOTIOOOMBITCTBOBAI:

— Heyxenu coBceM He crpariHas 6aiika? X0Tsl, MOXKET, 3TO ITOTOMY, UTO Bbl HU Pa3y HE BUIEIN
OpKa U MOHSATUS HE UMEETe, KTO OHU TAKHME B HAlllel UMIIEPHH. . .

— He crpamnas, — cornacunack s. — Ho coBcem He 1o 3Toil mpuunHe. A Kak pa3 MoTomy, 4To
s y’Ke BUJIesIa He TOJIbKO OpKa, HO U €r0 TOTIOP.

— W... — cTpax, He Beps, KauHyJ IOJIOBOM, €ro Ijla3a 3aropejiuch ’KUBbIM MHTEPECOM, U OH
rieperes Ha BKpaJuuBbIi 1iernot. — U... kak?

— Jla Tak, — 51 pa3Besia pyKamH, O3BOJIsIS CTPaxy MPOCIEAUTh 3a STUM JIBUKEHHEM U PacCMOT-
pETh MOE MPUCTaHUIIE BO BCEX KPACKaX.

Crpax mpocieau.

N onemenn.

He Bepst cBonM 171a3am, OH KpYTHJICS TIO CTOPOHAM, PacCMaTpHUBasi MOU JOM OOUTaHMS. A KOraa
BHOBb B3IJISIHYJI HA MEHsI PaCIIMPEHHBIMU 3pauyKaMHu, s JOOABHIA:

— U na... HemHoro HeBepHas Baiiia uctopusi. M3 cBoero omnsita Bam roBopo, YTO OpKH BOPYIOT
JKEHIIMH He JUIs ce0si. A 7151 TOrO, YTOObI IIOMYYHUTDb UX OBITOBBIMU YCIIOBUSIMU U 3aTEM C JIETKOCTHIO
BBIJIATh MX 3a JIpyroro!
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I'maBa Ne 9

Kak aBTOp JIIOOOBHBIX POMaHOB, $I, €CTECTBEHHO, B Kypce, YTo 00pa3 I'epOMHU «IEBYIIKA B
Oejie» ropaso Jydllle MPUHUMAETCST YUTATEIISIMU, YeM «JIeTKO-000MTIyCch-0e3-Bac», HO B )KU3HH U Ha
ceOe UCIIBITHIBATh HE JOBOIUJIOCH.

Bo3morkHO, Oy/ib s MyTajiiiei B ceMbe. .. A Tak — Ha MHE Bceria Obllla OTBETCTBEHHOCTb. [ToToMy
YTO XOpolias AeBouka. [IoToMy 4TO CITyCcTsl BCEro BOCEMb JIeT Mociie MeHsl poauiicss AHTOH. A 3iech
TaK yIa4HO TIPEJICTABUJICS CITyYai, 4To rpex ObUIO He MOnpoOOBaTh.

OTKpOBEHHO TOBOPSI, PeaIbHOCTh MPEB30IILIA BCE MO OKUIAHMUSI.

CTpask HACTOJIBKO MPOHUKCSI MOUM O€ACTBEHHBIM IMOJIOKEHUEM, UTO MO 3BYKY CaM Hallle Kara-
IOLIUI KpaH U OBICTPEHbKO MOYMHUJI €0, TAKKe CaM BBIBOJIOK U3 JJOMa KpoBaTh ¢ moaymkamu. U
MOKa OH YKMCTWJI U BBIOMBAJ UX, SI XOPOILIEHbKO MpoMbLiIa nos. KoHeuHo, ¢ mepBoro pasa He Bce yaa-
JIOCh, HO JIBIIIATH O€3 MBUIA CTaJI0 3HAYUTENILHO JIErYe.

ITotom ke, moka JIoiiko, BOOPYKMBIIUCH BUJIKOW 32 HEMMEHUEM APYIMX WHCTPYMEHTOB,
BO3WJICA € (DOPTOUKOM, s MPUTOTOBUJIA OJIa/IbK M oMJieT. HecKkosbKo pa3 MHe Ka3anoch, YTO MyKUMHA
MopbIBaeTcsi OPOCUTh HAYATOE, IIOTOMY UTO BO3WJICS AOJITO, MBIXTEN, a (pOpPTOUKA YIPSIMO He Mojaga-
BaJIach, a OIUH Pa3 s yCIblIala ero TSKKUN B3J0X U MPeJIoKeHue:

— Jlerye BLIOUTS.

— Her yx, — Bo3pa3uia MocrerHo s, — BHIOMBaTh He Ha10. Mbl 6e3 Hee HUKaK.

— MBbI? — TyT K€ yXBaTUJICS OH 32 HEOCTOPOKHOE CJIOBO U B KOTOPBIH pa3 0OBes1 BHUMATEIbHBIM
B3[JIAZOM IOMEILIEHHE.

— 4l umena B BUIy XO35iIMHA JOMa, — HE CTaja claBaTh KOoTa. — Bpsn 1 oH ogoOput mopuy
MMYIIEeCTBA.

— WHTepecHo, ecThb JIM 3[1eCh XOTh YTO-TO, YTO YKE HE UCIIOPUEHO?

— Ectb-ecTb! — ycMexHyach 5 ¥ MPUIJIACKIIA YCTABILIETO TOCTS 32 CTOJ.

Hecmotpst Ha ckpoMHbIe OJTI0[]a ¥ CEPBUPOBKY, €1 OH OXOTHO. M Tak ke OXOTHO paccKa3biBa
0 MHUpe, B KOTOPOM I OKa3aJach.

Tuxue 3emiu — JIUIIb YacTh OrpOMHON umnepun AHKpacc. Y He orpaHu4rBaeTcs TOIbKO Tep-
pUTOpHEl 3TOro Jieca, Kak s cliesiasia BbIBOJL cO CJIOB KoTa. CpaBHMBAS C HAIIIMMU PEIMsSIMU, 3TO KaK
repuorctBo. U yrpapinsieT um — Hy J1a, €CTeCTBEHHO, MoM keHuX. C y4yeToM JOMHKa AJisi HEBECThI,
B CTaTyC TOTO, KTO METUT B MOM CYIPYTH, ObLIO MOBEPUTH HE TaK JIeTKO, Aa U JIOMKO XOTh M yBUJIEIN
BCE, U MPOYYBCTBOBAN Ha ceOe, a Bce He MOT TIOBEPHTh, YTO 9Ta OOCTAHOBKA €My HE MEPEIIUTCI.

— 3Haerte, — MOJENWIICS OH TEM, YTO CMYILAJTIO €ro CUJbHEe BCero, — MoJirofa Ha3all Ha 3TOM
MecTe BMECTO M30YIIKK pacroiarajicst pOCKOIIHBIH oM. Y BHyTpH, 1a 1 BOOOIIe BCe ObUIO MHAYE.
S no mocnenHero Iymad, 9Tto TO, YTO sl BUXKY ceiiuac — 3to wumio3us. Ho wet. Crpanno... U 1o, 4tO
s 31ech. [Jnem. U criokoiiHo 3amen. Y To, 4To Ha Bac 40 CUX MOP HET 3allUThI.

OH cMyIIIEHHO YJBIOHYJICA, W 5 TIOJlAJIach 9yTh BIEpeld, YTOOBI CIIBIIIATh U BUJIETh €r0 eIle
TIOJTyYIlle, YTOOBI JBIIIATH TEM K€ BO3IYXOM, YTO M OH, YTOOBI. . .

— [pocrute. .. — cTpaxk mepecTas yislOaThCs, U s CHOBa mpuiuia B cedst. — He ynepxkacs —
elle pa3 MpoBepuL.

[NogHsBIIMCh U3-3a CTONA, s MOAXBATWJIA CBOIO TapesIKy U MepeHecia ee Ha JPyroM CTOI.
OTKpblIa KpaH — BeIMbUIA TOCyy. 1eoBUTO MepecunTana KOIMYeCTBO OCTABIIMXCS YUCTHIX TPSIIO-
YeK — IIeCThb, Ha HAC C KOTOM XBaTWT, J]a ¥ Te€ MOCTUPAIO — MPU TAKOM COJIHIIE HA YJIMIIE BBICOXHYT
OBICTPO.

Ha rocts cMoTpeTh He XOTenoch.

EnvHCTBEHHBIM KeJlaHueM ObLIO, YTOOBI CKOpee YIIel.

U oH 3TO noHsI.
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— IIpocture mens, seau EBrenusi, — My;k4rHa NOAHSIICA. — Bbl TPOCTO HE MOHUMAETE, Kakoe
WCKYIIIEHUE ISl Maruy MPUKOCHYTHCSI K TOMY, KTO He B KOKOHe. Ho BIipepb ripu oO1ieHny ¢ Bamu
s1 Oy/y AepaTh ee Ha KOHTpOJIe.

— Bripens? — uzymmuiiacs .

Her, o neficTBUTENILHO AyMaeT, 4To MOcCyIe ABYX MOMNBITOK BO3AEHCTBHS 51 CHOBA €0 BITYIILY?

— Hy Bam Beap Kak MMHUMYM TOHI00MTCSI MOSI TIOMOIIIb, YTOObI OOPATHO BHECTH KPOBATh B
JOM.

UYro %k, mogymara i, 3TO IeHCTBUTETbHO MUHUMYM.

K tomy ke, 51 emie moutn HUYero He y3Hasa rnpo Tuxue 3emun. la ¥ 0 XO35MHE 3TOTO JJOMA.

B TOM, uTO BCTpeua Bce-Taku COCTOMTCSI, COMHEHHIA He OBbLUIO M JIO 9TOTO, J1a e1le OPK HAMEKHY.T
PO MEIIOK OJlarofiapHocTeld. XOTeI0Ch ObITh MMOATOTOBIEHHOM.

— Ckaxwure, — CTpax NMprOOOAPHJIICS, KOrJa s1 CHOBA 3arOBOPHJIA C HUM BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI C
00MJ0I BBICTABUTH BOH, — KaK TMO-BalleMy: KyJa AeJCs TOT I0OM, O KOTOPOM Bbl TOBOPHJIH?

— DTO OYEBUJHO — €r0 pa3BesIM.

— Yauutoxunm?

— Ja.

— A 3auem?

Crpax noxa rmjie4yaMu, OKUHYJI MeHsI 32 lyMYMBBIM B3IJISJJOM U CaM 3aCOOMPAJICS Ha BBIXO.

B cuuTaHHbBIe MUHYTBH KpOBaTh 3aHsIa MPEkKHEE MECTO B KOMHATE, MOTHUEHOCHO ObLTH BHE-
CEHBI MPOCTBIHb, MOMYIIKHM U IOKpbIBaJIo. M, mogapus oOelanue 3aiiTH 3aBTpa, TOCTh MPAKTUYECKU
yOexal.

IToka ObUIO MOHATHO, YTO B UCUE3HOBEHUH OBIBIIIETO JJOMa KPbLIACh KaKas-TO TaiHA.

A BOT Kakas?

W crowuno nu B Hee n1e31h?

371ech HaJ10 Cepbe3HO MOAYMATh.

Bnpouem, HameueHHOe He yaaioch. EaBa CBETJIOBOJIOCOTO CTpaka CKPBUIM JEpPEBbs, Kak
CKpUNHYJa (POPTOUKA, MOCIBIIIAICS TIIYXOH 3BYK TSIKEJIOrO MajieHus U OyXTeHHe:

— Ene noxpasics, koraa yiiaer! He ¢ Moeit ajuieprueit CTOMbKO JAbIIATh JIECHBIM BO3LyXOM !

A s BOT C y/IOBOJIbCTBHEM OBl MOJIBIIIANA MTOAOIbIIE, €CTU OBl HE jKapa, KOTOPYIO OTKa3bIBAJIHCH
BOCIIPMHMMATh MOV BHYTPEHHHUE AaTYMKH, HACTPOCHHbBIC Ha 3UMY, M CYETJIMBO OEraiolye 1o oMy
JIalIK¥ KMBOTHOTO.

— C BO3BpallleHueM, — BOM/IS B JIOM, S IUIOTHO 3aKpbUia JBEph M MPOIUIA HA KYXHIO, OTKY/a
Y pa3/1aBaIUuCh 3BYKH.

A, Her.

Ha kyxHe )KMBOTHOTO He 0Ka3aJIoCh, 2 BOT U3 BAHHOM CJIBIINIAJICS BCIUIECK U yXaHbe. BhIiesn Kot
CITyCTSI MUHYT JIECSITh — HE paHbllle, YEM-TO YKACHO JOBOJIbHBIN, CBEPKAIOLIE MOKPON MOPIOYKOW
Y HAUMIIEHHBIMH YCAMHU.

— Hy, — npbIrHyB Ha CTyI1, BBIIBUHYJI IIPEJIOKEHNE OH, — aBail yxe, Kopmu MeHs1! [Toka3biBai,
Kak Te0e MeHs He XBarTaJio!

OH noBes1 HOCOM Y TIOTOPOIHJT HEPACTOPOIHYIO CITYXKAIIyIo, TO €CTh MEHSI:

— Hy dero thi? I e ciblniny, uyTo maxHeT OnuHamu! JlaBaii, naBaii, meBenauck. [la He cToi Thl!
¢l moMHI0, 4TO MpOCTOKBAaIIa 3akoHYMIachk. Tak moem. Cruenao Tebe onommkenue. He nmpornagars xe
MPOIYKTaM, KOTOPBIX Y Hac 1 6e3 Toro majo!

A TIOTOM KOT, BUIMMO, TIOUYsUT HeJlagHoe. My monpocTy mpoyven OTBET 10 MOMM IJ71a3aM, HO
BEpUTH B HEro He XxoTell. He MmojeHuBIIMCh — OH CITYCTHJICS CO CTYJA, TIOJOIIEN K CTOMY, MOAHSIICS
Ha 3a]JHUX JIalKax, MPUTIOIHST KPBIIIKY CO CKOBOPOIKH U 3aBOITHIL:

— A-a-a-a! Xens! Hac c To6oii o6okpamu! Kapayn! Kak He BoBpemst! Mbl %ke ¢ Tolony ymu-
paem!
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[Tpok prvaBIIKCh, KOT OOEPHYIICS KO MHE 32 MOACP:KKOM M 32K PbLT pACTIAXHYTHIN B U3YMJICHUH
pOT.

— He noHsiy1, — ocTaBMB CKOBOPOJKY B ITOKOE, OH CeJT Ha 3aJHUE JIAIKY ¥ HEPBHO MOBEJT XBOCTOM
10 TIOJTY, — TIOYeMY s TIePEeXUBAI0 OH?

— A 51 He TIoiiMy, TOYeMY Thl TAKOU TOJIOIHBIN, ecir ObLT Ha oxoTe. Heykenu B iecy HeT Mbliei ?

— Yero? — KOT CIUTIOHYJT OPE3rJIMBO HA TOJI, TIOAYMaB, OTOINEJ Ha Mapy IIaroB OT MPEeKHEro
MecTa U cHoBa mprcell. — Kakue-T1o y Te0s1 Oe3ymHble (paHTaznu Ha Mot cueT. To crapwie 6a0ku, TO
KPOXOTHBIE MBI ! DTO MeJiKoe, cl1adoe. ITo He BXOAWUT B KPYT MOUX UHTEPECOB!

— A yto Tyga Bxogut? CMeTaHa ¥ poCTOKBaIa?

— Ja npsim! — OH HAXOXJIUJICS U Pa3BeJt JIAKaMH B CTOPOHBL. — Ho eciut y’k rOBOPUTH IPO OXOTY,
TO 51 JTIOOJII0 KOrO-HUOYIb MOMOJIOKE M MOKpyIHee. A nHave TONKy nepedupars jgarnamu? Toiabko
yCTaHeIllb U BCE PaBHO HE HAEIlbCsl.

Sl XMBIKHYJTa — BO BpeMsl pa3roBopa KOT TO M JIeJIO pa3/BUrall JJalKky BCe IIUpe U MMpe, KakK
3asiIbIA phIOaK, XBACTAIOMIMI yI0BOM. VI BOT e BEpUTh TeM rabapuTaM, 4To OH MOKa3bIBaJI, OXO-
TUTBCSI OH JTIOOWJT HCKJTIOUMTENBLHO Ha TO, YTO pa3MepaMu ¢ OeremMoTa.

— CMmemnrHo Tede, — MOMPEKHYI KOT U KOTOTKOM MOYMCTHII YTO-TO, YTO 3aCTPSUIO Y HETO MEK
3y0OB. — A s Bce ellle rooaaro!

OTHIOb HE COBECTH, & MHTEPEC MOATOJKHYJIM MEHS K TOMY, YTOOBI IOCTaTh M3 XOJIOAWIbHUKA
BsUJIGHOE MSICO.

— ®y! — momopIIMIICS KOT, e/1Ba s OJIOKUJIa ero Ha cTol. — S 310 ecTb He Mory! OHo e cTapoe
y*ke 1 BOHsIeT!

Sl moHIoxana — Msico ObLIO BIIOJIHE HUYETO, HO )KMBOTHOE BCE PABHO OTKA3bIBAJIOCh MPUTPAru-
BaTbCS K HEMY.

— OHo coneHoe! — nodaBuuch Hegoctatku. — Het, He mory! Miu apyroii crioco® MeHs cnactu!
A TO 51 yXke Joragaicsi, KTo Bce COXpal U efie AepKych, YUTOOBI He OOBSBUTH OXOTY Ha HATIIYI0 MOPALY.
Toy Ha Hero! ®Popmy cMmeHm, a cyTh Ta xe. Hudero monesHoro! Jluiibs Obl Hara uTh!

— He naroBapuBaii, — 3acTynwiach s 4, JOCTaB M3 XOJOAMWJIbHHMKA MAcIo, MPEAIOKIIa ero
KOTy. — JIOWKO ceromHsi oueHb nomor. M (popTouky nmounHmi, Kotopas y Teds 3aeaana.

— IMo MHe, Tak mycTh ObI M JaJibilie OONITAAch, YeM TaKas pacIuiata, — mpoOyxTes KOT, OOHIO-
XMBasi MacJoO U HEPEIIUTETbHO MPOoOys ero Ha BKYC.

He 3amo. OtonBuHyI ero ot ceOsi, OTBEPHYJICS K OKHY M B3JOXHYJI. TSKKO TaK, TPYCTHO.

W BOT OH cuIuUT, roNOQHbINA, HUKOMY He HY:XHbII. V1 B kuBOTE ypuuT. A OH TepnuT. [loTomy
410 ropapiil. [Toromy uTo OH BbIIe pa3dopok u ckiok! U BooOie. . .

— Uepes nmapy 4acoB CTEMHEET, — IPOCBETUI MEHsI KOT. — B 3THX Kpasix BOOOIIIe OYeHb OBICTPO
TEMHO CTAHOBHUTCHI.

Bujis, 4to 51 He MOHMMAIO, K YeMy OH KJIOHHT, KOT MeYaJIbHO B3IOXHYJI M CKa3aJl HAIPSMYIO:

— Ha tBOEM MecTe s OBl yXe rmek OMuHbI it MeHsi! A TO s Be[jb TOJIOAHBINA, MOTY C TOCKU
yWTH Jiedb nopanbiie. Thl, B OTJIMUKE OT MEHS, B TEMHOTE COBEPILIEHHO HE BUUIIIb, a s, COHHBIH, HE
3axo4y, YToOBl MEHsI TacKayu Tyaa-ciona. bymy cnate 6ecripoOyaHo!

KoneuHo, s1 Toe MOIJIa Jieub MopaHsblile, HO CIaTh, Kak Ha3J0, He XOTeIOCh, 1a U OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb 32 JKMBOTHOE 4yBCTBOBasia. [IoaToMy yxke uepe3 OBaaliaTh MUHYT OH YIUIETall CBEKEHbKHUE
ofagpu, Oypua, yTo OJIMHBI JIydllle, IOTOMY YTO Y HUX TIOCephe3Hel pa3mep.

— 51 mo6mo kpynHbIe (popMbI! — MIBIXTEN OH, XBaTasi OOMH KPY/KOK 32 JIPYTHIM.

HacpITuBimmces, 3aMoirgail.

[NepeBens myX, COCKOUMII CO CKPUITHYBILIETO CTYJIA U 3arJISTHYJ B XOJIOAMIBHUK.

— Bce, Kenpka! — KOT yHBUIO TIOBeCHJT yIid. — Ml ¢ ToOoi Ha Memu! CTpax Hac pa3opul
OKOHYATeJIbHO !

— Jla yX, — BCTaB M03a/I1 HEro, OKMHYJIa B3MJISJJOM HAIIM 3arachkl, — HAAO0 HAYMHATh YTO-TO
AyMaTb.
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— C oHOI CTOPOHBI — 1A, — COTIACKIICS Cepblil 0OKopa. — A ¢ Apyroi. .. Bce paBHO CKOpO KMOT
3TOro JJoMa OOBSBUTCS, U MIPUIETCS UCKATh Apyroe yoesxwire. Thl KCTaTH, y CTpaxa He CIpariiBaia,
i€ OH IaTaeTcs?

— Her.

— A yeM BbI TOrJa 3aHUMAIUCH?! — PE3KO 3aXJIOMHYB XOJOAWILHUK, KOT 0OOepHYJICS U OOBU-
HUTEJILHO TKHYJI B MEHsI JIANKO. — BMecTo Toro, 4toObl BEIyAUTh Y HETO KU3HEHHO HEOOXOAUMYIO
MH(POPMAIHIO. .. THI. .. Th ¢ HUM! Jlaxe MpeacTaBiIsTh He XO4y, YTO Thl C HUM Jiefana!

TeaTpaJIbHO MPHUKPBIB I71a3a ABYMs JIAIIKAMHU, KOT MEJICHHO OIyCTMJI OJHY W IOWHTEPEco-
BaJICS:

— Hy? Ilpitate 1€0s1, uto Ju? Vmu cama NMpu3HACIIbCA, KaK B TO BpeMsl, MoKa s OPOIuII o
KOJTIOUEMYy Jiecy ¢ Ky4dell paccaJHUKOB aJIepreHoB, BaM ObLIO Becesio 6e3 MeHs?

— Ioiinem, — paccMesIBIIMCH, TOMaHMIIA 32 COOOM HaXaJIeHBIIIa, — 51 TeOe BCe TIOKAKY.

— V-y, MOTH... — TIPOCUIIEN KOT, a TIOTOM OpPOCHJI B3IV B OKOIIKO M Ha MeHs. — TeOe He
KaXeTcsl, YTO yKe TEMHETh HAUMHAET?

[NonxBaTuB cepylo TyIly, s 4yTb He ypoHmIa ee. [lo-mMoemy, HecMOTpsi Ha OyXTeHHe U ajuiep-
U0, 0XOTa ObUIa JIOBOJIBHO YCIIEIIHOM, MMOTOMY YTO MOIMPABHIICS OH SIBHO OOJIbIIE, YeM Ha Tapeliky
OJIaUH.

— D710 TH OT 6e31eMbs ocnadena, — 3aMeTUB MOH B3IJIsI, JISTHYI KOT.

He n3MeHns1 OH CBOEro aBTOPUTETHOTO MHEHHS M TOT/1a, KOT/Ia $, IbIX4a, BHIHECIIA €r0 B KOM-
HaTy, ycaJuia Ha TIOJOKOHHMK U TOKa3ajia CBOI0 M cTpaxa padoty. [Tomepra (oprouky, KoTtopas
MIPY TIPOIIION TOTBITKE 1Mo0era He MOAaBajiach, a Tenepb OTKPHIBAIACH JIETKO, KOT CAENAN 3aMeva-
HHe, YTO Ha/I0 OBUIO YCIEThb €llle ¥ TIOKPACHTh, a TO KpacKa JIyIIUTCS W NMaJIaeT MpsMO eMy Ha XBO-
CTHK. A KOrJa y3HaJl, YTO CTPaX BBIHOCHJI KPOBATh M BHIOMBAJI MOCTEIBHOE W TIOAYIIKH, (PHIPKHYI
Y TOXe TPUIPAICS:

— A noctupatb? A TIpyXKUHBI IOMPABUTh — OHU K€ CKPUIIAT, HEOOCh. A y MEHsI YyTKHii COH!

— Twl emmie ckaxwu, 910 OH 00s13aH OBUT KYITUTh APYTYIO0 KpoBaTh. Criac00 Ha TOM, UTO ClIeJIal.

— Menko npocutb — Maso noayuuins! Tel ¢ MeHst mpumep Oepu, ’KeHbka, a To 51 cOery, a Tl
3aMyKeM 32 TaKUM >KMOTOM OBICTPO C JIMLIA COUAEII.

— Heyxenu nepesxuBarb Oyzens?

— Hy na, — 6e3 npomensieHus COrIacuiICsl OH, HO He 1aJl HM CEKYHbl Ha yMIIeHUe. — XOTs Obl
U3-32 TOTO, YTO 3TO He 5 Teds1 TaK JoBe!

Koro-1o, BO3MOXHO, 9Ta Harfast Mopa 1 pazapaxaia Obl, HO MEHS UCKJTIOUMTENILHO BECEIUIIA.
He nipezcragiistio, 4to ObI 51 Aenana 3/1eCh OfiHa.

W notowm, s yxacHo He JII0OJIo B TEMHOTE HaXOIUThes Oe3 ceta. He mo cebe Mue. A KoT, mpo-
OyXTEBIIKCh, TPOSIBIISLIT Uy/ieca TepHeHus U yenoBekomoous. Koraa s moctupana nmpocTbiHb, HABO-
JIOUKHU U OfIesiIa, TOMOTaJI UX Pa3BECHUTh (KCTATH, TJIIOK C TIEPEBOJUMKOM MOATBEPANIICS, KOT TOXE He
MIOHMMAJT MEHs1, €CJIU $1 yAaJIsiiach OT ioMa). [IpoBepsis1 00CTaHOBKY Ha YJHUIIE, KOT/A 51, CHSIB BBICOX-
IIMe BEeIM ¥ OONAUMBIIKCH B TIOTEPTYIO, HO YUCTYIO IIPOCTHIHB, Pa3BELIMBajIa TaM 5Ke CBOIO OfIEXKLY.

Cujist Ha KpbUIblie, OH MHOT/IA BbIIaBAJI POTUBHBIE 3BYKH, KOTOPBIE, BEPOSTHO, OTITYTHBAJIH
HE TOJIbKO XUIIHUKOB, HO ¥ BOOOIIIE Bce kMBoe. [laxke Ky3HEUMKU CTUXJIH, XOTSI JI0 3TOTO CTPEKOTAIIH
6e3 yMonky. CTOMIO KOTY CKPBHIThCS B M30YIIKE, KaK Ky3HEUMKH CHOBA BO30OHOBUJIA CBOW XOp, a
Cpeny JepeBbeB MOKA3AIMCh KAKHUE-TO JIUChbU MOPIOYKH.

[NoBTOpWMIIOCH BCE M B MOMEHT, KOTI/1a BeYepoM s 3a0KMpasia BHICOXIIYIO ofexkay. OH MOT yxe 1
He MOABbIBaTh. TYT Aaxe MHE ObUIO HEMHOTO KyTKOBAaTO CMOTPETh Ha CEPBIi KOMOK, KOTOPBIN TaK
SIPKO CBEpKaJI OEJIBIMU IJIa3UIIaMH.

— Bce? — 3eBHYB, MOMHTEPECOBAJICSI OH, BCTpedasi MeHsl Ha Kpbuiblie. — [lomumu yxe, criath
nopa! Yro-to 51 yromusics cerogus. To ybopka, TO mpoBepKa MPOAYKTOB, TO CTUPKA BOT.

MaxHyB XBOCTOM, KOT CKpbUICS B IoMe. f1 yxe 3axoquiia cieioM, KOrja yCIblana KeHCKU
roJI0C:
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— Kutppaxrepsyc! Uynosue!

W npyroii, cKpurtyumii, HO TOXe KEHCKUI, KOTOPBII BTOPUJI EMY:

— B nome nHamero Aiixana aygosuiiie!

O0epHyYBIIKCh, HUKOTO TOJKOM HE YBHJEJa — TOJIBKO KaKHUe-TO CMYTHbIE TEHH Y KPOMKH Jieca
U cBepkamooiye rmasa. [Io ux HeyeTHOMy KOJIMYECTBY y3Hajla BUEpPAIIHUX FOCTUH U, ONPABUB IPO-
CTBIHb, KOTOpAsi, COIJIACHA, Kpallle MeHs He JeNaa, B3JepHYJIa BhIIIe MOAOOPOIOK M CIIOKOMHO OTBE-
THJIA:

— 3aBuayirte Moiya.

— Yemy-y? — TyT ke MpoOyXTes KTO-TO TPETHA HEAOYMEHHO.

— Jla XoTs1 ObI TOMY, UTO 51 CIOKOMHO BXOXY U BBIXOKY M3 IOMa, B KOTOPBIA BB BYE€Pa JIOMUITUCh
TOJIMOM, a BOUTH HE CyMEJIH.

W3 neca mocnplnanuch Kakue-To MOPOXH — HAIOMHUJIO CyeTy, Korga med Obut y cedsi, HO
COTPYJHUKAM He TepIesioch ero oOCyIuTb, U OHM KydKoBaJMch. HO pe3ysnbTaToB meperoBopoB s
KJaTh HE CTaja.

Bomia B oM.

W 3akpsina 3a coO0¥ 1BEpb.

— Moronen, — BCTpeTus1 MOe MOsIBJIEHHE XUXUKaHbeM KOT. — Tak uM, 3TuM KUKumMopam! A
Ternepb JaBai, JKeM YKe U IIOyMaeM 3a0/IHO, YTO HaM €CTh 3aBTpa.

[peanoxenue kota ObLIO IEJTBHBIM.

JlefiCTBUTENBHO JIENIbHBIM, COIVIaCHa. BOT TONBKO KOrZa Mbl YJIEIIUCh, S HA OJHOU MOAYIIKE,
a OH — Ha JPYyroi, IPUKPHITON CBEPXY KO(PTOUKOM, YTOOBI MOMSrYe, KOT TYT Ke 3aKpbLI IJ1a3a U
MIHOBEHHO HauaJl oCarblBaTh.

Hacronbko cnaiko rnocarnsiBaThb, 4TO U OyIUTh HE XOTEJIOCh.

JlagHo, mogymana s, 3aBTpa 00CyauM Haiy mpodiembl. Ho cTOMIIO TONBKO 3aKphITh 171432, KaK
B JIBEPb HACTOMYMBO MOCTYYAJIM U TOCIIBIIIAJICS OJIOC HOYHOTO CTpaxka:

— Jlenu Eprenus! Jlenu Eprenus, 31o s, Jloiiko bapponc! N3BuHuTE 32 6€CNIOKOMCTBO, HO 3TO
cpouHo! Jlenu EBrenus, s He yilny, OKa Bbl HE OTKpoeTe! DTo BONpOC KU3HU U cMepTH !
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I'maBa Ne 10

— Yo oH umeeT B Buy? — npoOOpMOTasIa s, HEOXOTHO MOJHUMAsICh C KPOBATH.

Ha 4TO CKpunHyaM NpyKUHBI, TaK:KE HEOXOTHO MEHS OTITYCKas, a KOT CO B3JOXOM IIPOKOM-
MEHTHAPOBAJ:

—To, uTo 51 HE cepKych M HAUHY KOro-HUOY b yOMBaTh. BOT 3pst Tl ero nokopmusia! OH Boresn
BO BKYC M Tenepb npunepcs Ha yxuH! Y Heboch onsATh 6e3 rocTuHIEB!

— Ja Her, — Bo3pazwia . — OH roBopuJ1, 4To NPUIET TOJIBKO YTPOM.

— yman, 9To IOTEepIuT 10 3aBTpaka, Ho He cMor! C TakMMH MaJeHbKUMHU OJTMHAMU JaXe 5
y’Ke CHOBa rporoJiofajicst! A 1o 3ToMy AbUIe cpasy ObUIO TIOHATHO — MPOTJIOT!

— Jlenn EBrenus! — notopomnui MeHs CTpax.

— Uny! — oro3Banace £, ¢ TpyIOM OPUEHTUPYACH B NIOJIYTEMHOM ITOMELLICHUY.

JIyHa cerogHs kak Ha3j0 IpATaJach OT OKOH, a KOT 3JIAJICS U BEPTEJI FOJIOBOM 110 CTOPOHAM —
Y BBIXOJIIJIO TaK, Oy/TO s MPOOMPAIOCh MEkIy BHE3AITHBIMU JTyYMKAMHU.

— Dii! — mpormmmnen KoT, Koraa s yxe oputa y neepu. — JKensi! Ecitit oI ero BIycTuiib, 10 yTpa
He n3baBuibcs. A s cOery. He ctany Ha Takoe HENOTpeOCTBO CMOTPETb.

— Kakoe nenorpe6ctBo?!

— IIpy XMBOM *KEHMXE, — OH 3aKATUJI I71a3a, OCBETUB ITOTOJIOK U C YIIPEKOM B3IVISHYJI HA MEHS, —
Y TIOJTYTOJION BCTpEYaTh MYy KUKOB!

Kcrarn, pa.

OT HEOXMAAHHOCTHU 51 M 3a0bl1a, YTO OOJMaYeHa TOJBKO B MPOCThIHB. OIISHY/IaCh B TIOUCKE
BeIlleil, HO KOT, N300paxas, YTO OH B IIOKE OT 3TOM CUTYalMH, 3aKPbLI I71a3a U TOJIBKO comnesl OOBU-
HSAIOILE, A 32 ABEPBI0 HE YHUMAJICS CTPaXK.

— Jlenn Eprenus! Ilouemy Bbl Momuute? Bbl ele :xuBbl? BaM yrpoxaer onacHOCTb!

— BpyH, — OypKkHyI KOT.

— Peup uzer o crpammsoM uynosuie!

— U xamro, — mpureyaras KoT, a MIOTOM TaK THXO, UTO 51 Jake He cpa3y pa3odpaa, uTo yCIIbl-
Imasa, co B310XoM aodaBuit: — Kak 1 Bce octanibHble. . .

— Tak. He B3mymai HUKy[a yXOAUTb, — YCIIBIIIAB KOMOIIEHUE HAa KPOBATH, IIETIOTOM IOIPOCHIIA
s ¥ OTBETWJIA CTPaxy: — Y MeHs Bce B nopsake!

— W3Bunute, ienu EBrenus, HO 51 He MOBEPIO, IOKA Bbl HE OTKPOETE IBEPb, — BO3PA3UJ TOT. —
W3BrHUTE MeHS elle pa3, HO €ClIM Bbl He OTKpOeTe ee caMu, s OyAy BBIHYKJIEH NPHUMEHUTb Maruio.
C yyertoMm Balleil peaklvy Ha Hee, MHe Obl He XOTeJIOCh puOerarh K TAKUM MepaMm.

Mse Obl TOKE 3TOrO He X0Tenock. K ToMy ke, ObUIO MOHATHO, YTO CTPaX yXOAUTDb JIeHCTBU-
TEJILHO HE HamepeH. 1 1 MeIsIeHHO NOBEpHYJIa PyYKy JBEPH.

— Bor BuauTe, — BbICYHYB IOJIOBY M IPOMOPTaBIIMCh OT OCJIEIIUBILETO SIPKOTO CBETA, 5 B3IJIS-
HyJIa Ha CTpa)ka, — CO MHOU BCE€ B TIOJIHOM IOPSIZIKE.

— INoka s BMKY HEIOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI C/IENIaTh BEPHBIE BHIBObI, — BO3pasm ToT. — Jlenu Epre-
HUS, MOXET, Bbl BCE XK€ NO3BOJINTE MHE BOUTH?

— Jlasxe HEe MPeACTaBIAL, YTO UMEHHO Bbl XOTUTE YBUIETD, — 1 3aJlyMUMBO ITOKayasla roJI0BOU
U el1le HEMHOIO IPUOTKPbLIA IBEPh — TaK, YTOObI ObLIO MOHATHO, BO YTO 51 OJETa.

— KXM... — Myx4MHa OTBeJI B3IVISA] B CTOPOHY.

IIpuBBIKHYB K IpKOMY CBETY, CTPYALIEMYCs C BEpXa KPbUIbLIA, TENEPS A JIETKO 3aMETHJIA, YTO
TOCTB TPHUIIIEIT He OAMH. Beero B mape maroB oT Hero cTosu Tpoe MyxkunH. Kak u ctpax, Bce Obun
B OJIEKJE 3alMTHOIO LIBETA, OUYEHb ITIOXOKEW HA Ty, YTO Y HAC HOCAT BoeHHBIE. Tonbko y bappoHca
Ha IlJIeyaxX CBETWINCh sIpKMe 3Be310uKU. HaBepHOE, OIMUMTENIbHBINA 3HAK PYKOBOJCTBA.

— Jlo Baiero nmpuxopa s CHOKOMHO cIlaJla, — OKAHYJIA XMYPBIM B3[JIJ0M My K4YMH. — M HUKakon
OINACHOCTH HE OLIyILAJA.
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— N3BunHute, nenu EBrenus, — crpax crapasicsi CMOTPETh MHE B IJ1a3a, HO B3IVISIZ, €T0 TO U JIEJI0
OITYCKAJICSl HUKE U HUKe, K 00/1acTu JieKonbTe. — [locTynit curian ot J00pornopsI0uHbIX Toposka-
HOK, KOTOPbII Mbl HE MOIJIM TPOMTHOPHUpPOBaTh. OHU yBEPSIN, YTO BUJIEIHU B BAlLIEM JIOME Uy/IOBUIIE.
W Obutn OueHb HaryraHbl!

— HoOponopsinounsix ? — 51 (pBIPKHYINA, I0TaAaBIIMCh, O KOM HIET peub. — [Ipoluioi HOubo OHU
JIOMWJIKCH B JIBE€pb 3TOro foMa. Korna He cMorin BOiTH — CTau cTy4yarh B OKHO. Tam, HaBepHoe, 10
CHX IOp LIaparvHbl OT UX KOT'TEeW COXpaHMIUCh. U, 3HaeTe, eciv ToBOPUTh HAUUCTOTY, B TOT MOMEHT
s TOXE UCIIBITAJIA JAJIEKO HE pajlyKHbIe SMOLIMH.

— Bort kak? A Bnpoyem, a, OHM HE MOTJIM TIOBEPUTD, UTO BHI. . .

— 41 To)xe He MOTy MOBEPUTD, YTO BbI MPHIIUIM U3-32 TAKOH MyCTAKOBOH kanoobl! Houslo. [la
ele He OMH.

— 1 — HOuHO¥M cTpax, nenu EBreHusi, — My>KuuHa XOTes YIbIOHYThCSI, HO, TIOMMaB MOU HacTo-
POKEHHBIN B3I, Bo3epxkaics. — Houb — 310 0ObraHOE BpeMs Moeid paOboThl. 1 Ha Tako¥ 9KCTpeH-
HBII BBI30B, KaK 3TOT, BCEI/Ia BHIXOAUT MaTPYJib.

— Yro ), pa3 Mbl BO BCEM pa300pasinucCh, — s 3eBHYJIA U MOIBITANACH 3aKPHITh ABEPb U3HYTPH, —
CIIOKOMHOW HOYM U JIETKOW PabOTHI.

— Jlenn EBrenusi! — K mosiHOW MOl HEOXHMIAHHOCTH CTPaX YCIes BCYHYTh B IPOEM CBOIO
Hory. — Bbl He noHumaete. Peub ofeT o kuTppaxTtepByce. ITH TBapyd OYEHb OMACHbBI, OHU MOTYT
BBINIMTH BaC JI0OCYXa, pa3opBaTh HA KycouykH. K TomMy ke, n3-3a cBoeit HeoOy3IaHHON KPOBOKAJHOCTH
OHM BHE 3aKOHA. MHe *kaJib, HO sl BRIHYK/IEH HACTaMBaTh HA TOM, YTOOBI Bl HAC BITYCTHJI B JIOM.

Ha kpoBatu cHOBa MOC/BIINIANOCH KOIOUIEHUE, TIOTOM TUXUH 3BYK KPaayLIUXCs JIaroK, MpU-
OMKAIOIIUXCS K TIOIOKOHHKUKY. BpemMeHu Ha JaibHelIe peBepaHchl He 0CTaBaJIoCh.

— Bcex?! Housto?! Korga s1 B TakoM Buje?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA S UCITyraHHO. — YTO 000 MHE
rojymMaeT Mol xeHux?!

[laru B komHaTe cTuxiu. Kaxercs, KTO-TO ocTasicst XOTs Obl 7151 TOTO, YTOOBI JOCTYIIATb.

Ho ecnu 51 Hagesnach, 4T0 HAa 3TOM Pa3roBOP CO CTPAKEM 3aKOHUUTCS, Ja €1l B MOIO MOJIb3Y,
TO OIMOAIAC.

— Jleau, — XOXOTHYJI ONVH M3 MYXXYHH, — €CJI Obl Balll )EHUX MMEJ YTO-TO MPOTUB HAIIETO
HaXOJKJICHUs 3[1eCh WM BHYTPH BaIllero JIoMa, OH Obl y)ke BMemasics. A Tak...

Jlpyroi cTpaxk TKHYJI ero B OOK M IIMKHYJI, YTOOBI MOJTYaJI, HO KOE-KTO Pa30Ilesicsl U, MAXHYB
B CTOPOHY JOMHKA, TPEHEOPEKUTEIILHO BBIIA:

— C y4eToMm Toro, 4To 51 BUKY, BOOOIIIE COMHEBAIOCh, UTO Bbl — UbsI-TO HeBecTa. K HeBecTaMm Tak
HaruieBaresibcku He oTHocsATCs. VX nenar. O6eperaior. C HUX OyKBaJbHO MBUTMHKH cyBaoT! A Ha
Bac Jlaxe 3amuThl HeT HuKakou. U g eme He Bepwt JIoiko, Korga oH 00 9TOM paccKas3biBat!

S mocmoTpena B 11a3a MOTYAIMBOIO cTpaxa. ToT ejBa 3aMETHO IOMOPILMIICS U IIPOMOJTYAJL.

3HauMT, OH JICHCTBUTETHHO MOOBIBAI B MOEM JIOME, a MOTOM B MOAPOOHOCTSIX M Ha JOCyre
riepeMbllT MHE KOCTOUKH CO CBOMMU MpHsATENsIMA. [1paB ObLT KOT — 3psi MPOAYKTHI TiepeBesnal

— Haperoch, — nibITasich cipsiTaTh HEMpPOIIEHYI0 OOMLY, OTBETHJIA SI HATJIOMY CTPaXxy, — YTO BbI
K CBOEll HeBecTe Oy/leTe OTHOCHUTBCS MMEHHO TaK, Kak OmNHchiBaeTe. f ke mpu BCTpedye CO CBOMM
KEHUXOM O0elfaio nepegarh emy Bauly KpuTuky. Kak mymaere, emy OymeT uHTEpecHO? A MOXeET,
MOBE3€T M OH K He Mpuciyiaercs?

Crpax HEpBHO CITIOTHYL.

Craenan maxokK Ha3aj, a MOTOM KauHYJ IOJIOBOM M, CTBIASACH CEKYHIHOIO CTpaxa, KOTOPBII
3aMEeTHUJIN BCE, MIOHAYMIL:

— A Bbl io3oBute ero! [Tozoeure! U mbl BMecte y3Haem! Yero otkiiaaeiBath? Ecu Bb paBaa
€ro HeBecTa, OH MOSIBUTCS.

He 3Haio, Ha 4TO 51 HajesIach, HO B3MIsIHYJA Ha JIOMKO. A OH BMECTO TOTO, YTOObI OCTAHOBUTD
9TOT Oecrpesien, TUXO MHE MOCOBETOBA:

— ITozoBute ero, tenu EBrenus.
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3Barhb JKeHUXa He XoTesnoch. M3 JoMuKa JIoHeccs eliBa pa3InuMMbIil BCKPUK yXkaca, KOTOPbI
TOJIBKO YCHJIWJI 9TO HexenaHue. Ho menkHymna poprouka, npuBiekasi BHUMaHHUE CTpakKa.

— 41 xe ee peMOHTUPOBAJL.

— Teneps BOT GonTaeTcs, — HAILIACH 1.

MyXHUKH, CTOSIIIME Y KPbUIbIA, 3apxanu. K moemy yausienmio, JIOWko He 3aCTaBUII X 3aMOJI-
YaTh, XOTS ¥ ObUT CTApIIMM, & OHM SIBHO MOTEIIAIICH yXkKe HaJl HUM. He BCTymuiicst OH 1 Toraa, Koraa
BCE TOT K€ CTPax MpUOETrHyJ K yrpo3am:

— Ecnum Bamn keHuX He MOSIBUTCS, Mbl BoWaeM. [lapy MUHYT MOXeM [aTh Ha TO, YTOOBI BbI
OZIEJIUCh. XOTSI MEHs JIMUHO U TaK BCe yCTpauBaer!

OuepeTHOM THIYOK OT COpaTHUKA yMa eMy He mpuoOaBuil. JIOWKO HaKOHeI 0OepHYJICS | TIOTbI-
TaJicsl yHATH 3TOT Oecnpenen. Ho crpax Boiesn B paxk U HaCTauBa:

— 4 xouy yBuzets ee xenuxa! Ceiiuac! Ilycth nosiButcs, €civ OH y Hee ecTb!

doprouka CHOBa CKpUIHYJA, W MOTOPONWJIA MEHsI C pellleHneM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Bpsi JIU
OyneTr Xyxe, 4eM ecTb. Eciiu jkeHUX MOSIBUTCS Y BHICTABUT MEHsI BOH, Oy/ly TOJIbKO eMy OarogapHa.

— OpHy MUHYTY, — 1 OpOCHIJIa MHOTO3HAYUTE TbHBIN B3IJIsL] BHU3, U JIOIKO yOpas cBoio HOTy. —
Xody MOIrOTOBUTHLCS K BCTpEYe.

3akpbiBasi ABEPb, YCIBINAIA OYEPETHON CMEIIOK HEMPUATHOIO cTpaxa. EMy mbITanuck uTo-
TO BHYIIUTh, HO OH OTMaXMBAJICS U 3asBJISUL, YTO HE YHUJET, MOKa BCe HE YBUAUT CBOMMHU IJ1a3aMH.
W BooOiiie, MoJ, He O, YTO MATPYIMPOBATh JIMYHO TaK MHTEPECHO — 3acCUJIeIICsl B KaOUHeTe,
MIPUBBIK YIPaBIATH O Oymaram. A 31ech Tak Beceno! [Ipsim gaxe 3aBuayet JIoKO, KOTOPBII CaMblii
HU3KUHI U3 HUX 110 3BAHUIO.

Hy tenepb-To 0TYaCTH CTajo MOHSTHO, MOYeMy B3ppoHC He OCTaHOBHMJI HATIOPUCTOTO TpPUsi-
tens. Ho Ha ayiue He serye v ero He nmpouiaio.

[epBblii 1es10M s TOAXBATHIIA KOTA, FAPIIYIONIEro Ha CTBOPKe (popTouku. biarogapst mopaxeH-
HOMY MOPTaHUIO €ro rja3, Halula CBOI0 Ofek1y M oOnaumiaach B Hee. [IoToM cHOBa mojmxBaTuia
KOMOK, BOpYAIIMH, YTO BCE MIPOMAJIO, HO €CJIH 51 XOUY, OH TaK U OBbITh, OepeT MeHs ¢ cO00i B OETCTBO.
He obparasi BHUMaHMsI Ha MpayHbIe MEPCIIEKTUBbI, KOTOPbIE OH PUCOBAJI TIO MYTH, TIOIHECHA ero K
TMOJIOKOHHUKY M TIPOYMTANIA HA/MUCh, KOTOPYIO OH paHee Halapara.

— Aiixan nep Marauycc koxt CoieiiH, — mpoyJia sl CTaparesibHO O CJIOTaMm.

— Yro?! — BcTpeneHysicsi KOT y MeHs1 Ha pykax. — Ormycru mensi! [aii cOexars! S He xouy
yMUPaTh O3bIMSIHHBIM!

— V¥ Hac Her zipyroro BeiOopa. [1ycTb mpHuaeT u pemuT 4acTb mpoosieM, KOTOpble BO3HUKJIIA U3-
3a Hero.

— Ecnm on ipuger, mpoGiiem Oyaet Oosbiiie! — 3aBepernan KoT.

W, BugmMO, 3BYK 3TOT yCIIBIIIIAIA HE TOIBKO 51, HO U CTPaXXH, IOTOMY UTO sI yBU/IENA JIBE TEHHU,
o0oIIeIImMe JOM U OCTAaHOBHBIIHMECS B paliOHE pacliaxHyTol (hOPTOUKH.

— Jlenn EBrenust, — pa3aacs u3AeBaTeIbCKHA T0JI0C TOTO MEP3KOTo MYKHKa, M B OKOIIIKO HEeHa-
BSI3UMBO TIOCTYYaJIi. — BBl CKOPO MJT MOXKHO yXKe 3aXOIUTh?

— Bce! — kOTUK B MOMX pyKax CBECHWJI JIAIIKM U OMyCTHJ ymu. — D10 Bee, Kensa! A g tak
crapasicsi ObITh MUJIBIM. Tak He XOTes Ha Koro-HuOyab Hanaaath! JKuBbIM UM He ciamcs!

OH pacKpbL1 AaCTh U 3aIIUIES B CTOPOHY OKOH. CTpaku HACTOPOXUIIUCH U OBICTPO METHYJIHChH
K JBepH. [1o MX BTOp)KEHHS OCTaBaJIMCh CYMTAHHBIE CEKYH/IBI.

— 41 Te6s1 HMKOMY He OTAaM, — noodelnana KoTy, He UMesi IOKa JJake MOHSTHS, KaK 9TO CesaTh,
HO YeTKO 3Has, 4TO Tak U OyJieT.

S Toxe He cnamcs.

— Aiixan nep Maruuycc koxt CosuieiiH, — MOBTOpUJIA 51, M yKe rpoMyYe, KOTrjia uepes IBepb CTajl
COYMTBHCS CBET, M OHA Hayasla OTKPBIBATHCSI CO CKPUIIOM, 51 MTPAKTHUECKH BBHIKPUKHYJIA B TIPOCTPaH-
cTtBO: — AiixaH aep Marnuycc koxt Cosuteiin! TlosiBuibcs Thl HaKOHel WK HeT?!
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B ropre 3amepumiio, KOT OOHSUT MeHs JIalKaMUd U B3IOXHYJ. A OoJibllie He ObUIO HMKAKUX
U3MEHEHUI.

Ecnu, kKoHeYHO, HE cYMTaTh MOJIOCHYBUIETO SIPKOTO CBETA M HAIJIOW POKU CTPaXa, uTo IarHyJ
yXke B KyXHIO U B3IJISTHYJI HA MEHs TIOOeUTENIEM.

— Bort mbI Bee u y3Haimu. Kak s u qymait, HeBecta Thl umoBasi! Ml Majio Toro, 4to caMOBOJIBHO
3aHsiIa 9yXKOU JOM, TaK M MPECTYIHUKA MPUIOTIIIA. 3Haelllb, Kakoe HaKa3aHue TeOs KIeT?

Kot B Moux pykax coBceM IplmaTh repectai. [loxoxe, oH ObLT B Kypce, YTO HaM C HUM yro-
ToBaHO. 1 9T0 OBUTH MaIONIPUSITHBIE TIEPCTICKTHBHI.

Crpax caena elie OfH IIar ¥ MeJIeHHO, C pacdeToM Ha Maruio, K KOTOpoW Y MeHsI He ObLIO
MMMYHUTETA, PACIUIBLICS B JOBOJBHOU YIIBIOKE.

CgoJioub!

Mep3kas cBonoub!

IT0 OBLIO TIOCNIETHUM, UYTO 1 YCIIeNa MOayMaTh. . .
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S cpenana K cTpaxy JIMIUb IIAr, KaKk KOT 3a€JI03W1 Y MEHS Ha PyKax, 3alyIsiHyJI MHE B JIMLO U
noTpedoBa:

— He yBnekaiicsi! Mbl BooeMm, a He BioOssiemcst !

U Bpoge Obl 51 MOHMMAIa, YTO OH MpaB. M TOT, KTO CTOMT HAIPOTUB MEHS U YJIBIOAETCS TajIko
— HE MOXET MHE HPaBUTbHCA, HO. ..

— Toby THI! — BBIpyrajcs KOT U B30Opajcsi MHE Ha TUIeYO.

MHe e1ie MOKa3aJioChk, YTO OH CIIEIUAJIBHO TOJ3 TaK, YTOOB! OCTABUTH LaparuHsl. Ho o6xymars
s He ycnena. Hekorna, He K MecTy — Bee elle CMOTpesia Ha crpaxa. Kot cBecut MopiouKy BHU3, €111e
pa3 B3IVIAHYJ HA MEHSA U BIPYT OTBECUJI NIOLLEUNHY.

— Hac oxmypstor! — 3a0pasi oH, KOrza s BBIHBIPHYJIA U3 MOPOKA, U 3alLUIIEN J0BUTON 3Meei: —
Mens Bopyot!

JlabHERIMX CII0B KOTa pa3o0parh He CyMena.

4l cnplmana JMImb MMIEHWe, CBHCT U OIIyINaia BYJIKaH U3 THEBA, MPOOYKAAIOIINIA HEMBICIIU-
MBIM aJIpeHaIMH. Sl BUIea, Kak spKO, OYEHb SIPKO CBEPKAIOT IVIa3a 3TOro Mep3Koro crpaxa. M kak
K HEMY Ha [TOMOILb HECYTCS [IBOE.

4 MamMHaNBEHO OTMEYaa, Kak U 6e3 TOro AJMHHBIE KOI'TH KOTa YUTMHSIOTCS, CTAHOBSICh TIOXO-
’KMMH Ha 3aTOYEHHBbIE Meul. Meun — 3T0 Tak BOBPEMS, 3TO TaK HAaJO HaM. ..

He ornaBas oruera ToMy, 4TO jenaln0, HE IOHMMAs! TOJIKOM, KaK TaKO€ MOXKET IIPOUCXOAUTH B
PEaTLHOCTH YECTHOTO Oyxrajirepa u 6€300MIHOTO aBTOpa JIIOOOBHBIX POMAHOB, 51 CXBATHJIa TIEPBOE,
YTO OKA3aJIOCh TIOJ] PYKOM, M YTPO’Kalollle HACTABHJIa HA TeX, KTO IBITAJICS PUOTU3UTHCS.

Hox u kpuBas Buiika — He camoe onacHoe opyxue. Ho apyroro, k HecyacTblo, He OOHapyXKH-
nock. Kak He ObLJIO U criacuTes s, Ha KOTOPOro s HaJlesylach.

— K uepry! — 37151Cb, pomnena 1.

IlouTn Tak ke rpOMKO M OTYASHHO, KaK BTOPUBILIMI HA MOEM ILIEYE KOT.

— Jlenu EBrenus! — npitasics Bpazymutb MeHs JIoiiko bappoHc. — Ml He cienaeM BaM HUYEro
IJ10X0ro. MsI IPOCTO XOTUM BaM NOMOYb. OTIalTe 4yA0BUILE HAM.

— Camu BBI... — 4 OJIOCHYJIA IO HEM IIPE3PUTEIBHBIM B3IJIAIOM, M HE CTajla MOSACHATh Ove-
BUHOTO.

KT0 OHM — 1MuHO y MeH# Oosbliie coMHeHu# He Obuto. [Tycth. Hekoraa e3ts uM B ayiny. beuio
Obl UTO CMOTPETb.

Sl cmoTpena Ha I1aBHOrO.

Ha toro, KTo KpuBHJI CBOM I'yObl B YXMBUIKE, BUJIEJ, HACKOJILKO MHE CTPAIIHO, TOHUMAaJ, YTO
oTcTymnarh s He 6yny. Ha Toro, kTo Kak Obl HeB3Ha4ail OOPOHMJI IYCTYIO, Ka3anoch Obl, (ppasy:

— A Begp Het keHuxa. Tol oqHa. CoBEpIIEHHO OfiHa.

— Yepra ¢ 1Ba g oqHa! — yAUBUTENIBHO, HO Ha CEKYHAY MHE JIaXe CTaJIO CMELLHO.

OH nypak.

OH 1pocTo ypak, eciii He BUAUT, YTO sl OOPIOCh HE OJIHA.

Ha, He ¢ Tem, Koro no3Basia. A ¢ TeM, KTo He cOexall, KTo He OpOCHJI, XOTs OTCTYII K (pOpTOUKe
Terepb ObLI — BCE TPOE CTpakel HAXOAUINCh BHYTPH, U He ycresu Obl ero yaepxkarb.

Bnpouem, k yectu 00€BOro KOTa, OH M He JymMaJsl LIeBeJIUThb 33IHUMH JIallKaMu. 3aTo B repei-
HUX JIAITKaX MEYH KPYTHIIMCh KaK OMacHble HOXHU B JIEKTpUUecKor Mscopyoke. M ux Oosuce.

$1 Buziena no ymnam crpaxeil — OHu OOSUTUCH M IOYEMY-TO HE MOIJIM OITyTaTh €ro CBOe Marue.
Bo3MokHO, TOTOMY, 4TO OH M caM He ObLT TPOCTHIM JKMBOTHBIM. [IpocThie He pa3roBaprBaloT, Mpo-
CTBIE HE AEPKATCH 10 KOHIIA U HE OCTAIOTCA TaM, TJI€ ONIACHOCTD.

— Jlenu EBrenus, noxaiyncra. .. — CHOBa MOMbITAJICA CKa3aTb YTO-TO JIOMKO U, KakeTcs, XOTel
HOIOUTU KO MHE.
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Ho crapmmii cTpaxk ero OTTONKHYJI IJICUOM U CTaJl TPUOJIVIKATLCS CaM.

Hecnerxo.

B monHO# yBepeHHOCTH, UTO HeKy/la TOPOIUThCS — HUKY/Ia Mbl He ieHeMcs. Hu koT, KoTopomy
yroTOBaHA OfIHA Y4acTh. HU 51 — KOTOpPOW OH TIOATOTOBWJI MCIIBITAHKME COBEPIIICHHO MHOTO POfa.

$1 BUzeNIa 3TO B €ro ria3ax.

3pauky paciiMpeHHble, X CIOBHO 3aBOJIOKJIO TyMaHOM. BO3MOXHO, B TJaHHBIA MOMEHT OH
CHOBA UCIIOJIh30BAJI Maruio, HO Ha MeHs OHa OoJIbIIie He JieficTBoBasIa. 1 nake yipiOKa, B KOTOPOU OH
pacIuIbIBajICs, He BhI3bIBAJIA HUYETO, KPOME XKeJIaHWS YIApUTh ero o rydam.

CubHo.

bonsHO.

Jlo KpoBH.

[Tyramm mu menst mou Mbiciii? Het. MeHs myrajio pyroe — 4ro st MOTy yITyCTUTh MOMEHT, He
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCsl. A MHE HeJlb3sl OBLIO €ro yITyCKaTh.

— KoTh! He j1eTaior, — menHyJ1 MHe MOW.

N g nonsina ero 3Hak. Beerga ectb BbIxom. S roBopmiia 3To MiaaiemMy Opaty, 1 ¥ cama B 3TO
BepuIa.

Bceerna ecrn.

Ecau THI ero uimenis.

S npaBuIbHO NOHsAMA curHai. Kotsl He seraor camu. Ho ecii UM KTO-TO IOMOXET. . .

TonbKko ObI HEe IPOMAXHYThCSI.

Tonbko ObI B HYKHBIIA MOMEHT .. .

Emie onuH miar. Beero ogun mar!

Hy xe!

U crpaxk, He Begas, 4To €ro KJeT, He MOJ03peBasi, Kak CTPEMUTENTLHO Ceiuac COKPATUTCS IS
Hero 6e30MmacHOe pacCTOsSTHUE, PACTIAXHYJT JJTI MEHSI OOBATHS, YIBLIOHYJICS CJIAIIABO ¥ CHOBA IIarHYJL.

A B ClleIyI01IyI0 CeKyHy B €r0 CTOPOHY OJiaroyiapst MoeMy OpOCKY TIOJieTe1 BOMHCTBEHHBIN KOT.

Meuwu 3aryaenu, 9yBCTBYs OJTM3KOE OKPOTUICHHE KPOBBIO. KOT M31ast Kiimd, 0T KOTOPOTo Y Ipy-
I'MX CTPaXHUKOB 3a3BEHEJIO B YITIaX U 3aCTABUJIO MX 3aMEIIKAThCsA. A 3TOT CTpax. ..

Sl HMKaK He MoTJIa MOHATh, [IOUEMY OH He MajIaeT, a To-TMpeKHEMY CMOTPUT Ha MeHsl. He moria
TMOHSTh, TOYEMY KOT 3aCThUI C 3aHECEHHBIMU IS yiapa Medami. [loueMy, Kak cTaTyu, 3aCThUIA JIPY-
rve cTpaxu. BpeMsi CIOBHO 3aMepJio B MAayTHHE. A TIOTOM IMOIBITAJIACH TIOIIEBEIUTHCS, U HE CMOTJIA.

Tonbko U3yMJIeHHO HAOJMIOAANA, KaK U3 CTYCTKA Ceporo JpIMa — OTKYAA JIbIM, IIoueMy ? — TOsIB-
JISieTCs He3HAKOMBIM MyK4rHA. Bocol, B3/I0XMayeHHBIN, ¢ OOPOIO TOMOPOM, OOJIaueHHBIN B CBO-
OomHBIe OPIOKW M pacnaxHyTylo pydaxy. Ecim Obl 1 He BUjiena 10 3TOro opka, rmocuuraya Obl ero
BEJINKAHOM.

A Tak — Bbicokui, ja. [Tneuncteiii. C BBIIPAaBKOM, Kak y BOeHHOro. M X0nogHbIM B3MJIsLI0M
yOURIIBL.

JIOBOJILHO paBHOAYIITHO OCMOTPEB BCIO KOMITAHUIO, OH MEPEKJIIOUNI BHUMAHUE HA MEHS.

— Bbut 3aHAT, — 00pOHMI 6€3 SMOIMI ¥ TeHU pacKastHUSI.

PaccmarpuBan 1071ro, mpucTaabHO, OT MAKyIIKU [0 MATOK. HEMOBOMBHO MPUIITYPHIICS, XOTE
YTO-TO JOOABUTH, HO TIEpElyMaJl U OTJISTHYJICS Ha 3aCTHIBIIIUE MAPBI.

JIBa cTpaskHUKa, eJaBIlie TTOMOYb CBOEMY TOBApHIIly — MPaB/ia, ¢ HAKJIOHOM MOYEMY-TO B
pasHble ctopoHbl. Ecii Obl 1 XoTena cebst oOMaHbIBaTh, s1 Obl MogyMasia, uto JIoWko criemmn Ha
MOMOIITh MHE, 2 He CBoeMy pyKoBoiCTBY. Hy 1 nociennss, 6osee ornacHast KOMIIO3UITUS — BUCSIITAINA
B HEJIOMoJIeTe KOT C MEYaMHM U €ro JKepTBa, paCKphIBIIAS POT B KpUKE yKaca.

Bce Tak ke He nMest BO3MOKHOCTH IIEJIOXHYThCS, s Cieia 3a rocteM. KTo oH Takol — comHe-
HUI He ocTaBajiock. bbuia ju s pana, uto oH npuien? Her. [lotomy 4ro, Kak u s eMy, OH MHE He
TIOHPABUJICS C TIEPBOTO B3MJIA/Ia. A UTO-TO MOJIE3HOE OH HE CHeNal, 1a ¥ He CIISIIUIT UCTIPABIISATHCS.
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He 3Ha10, CKOJIBKO OH IIPOCTO CTOSJI, pacCCMaTpUBas 3amepuIre Kagpbl npoucxoasiiero. [Torom
B3sUJ1 32 IIKMPKY HE JPOTHYBIIETO KOTA, B3MISIHYJ Ha HErO U OOBSIBUJI O CBOEM PEIICHHH:

— [omHasa uzonauus.

Kot He n3nan HU 3ByKa, TOJIBKO MOpJOYKA KaK-TO OCYHYJIACh, B3IV TOTYCKHEI, a 4. ..

51 nepHynach, st nonpITaJIach €My TIOMOYb, OTOOpATh €ro, HO HOTW He CABUHYIIUCH ¢ MecTa. U o
CTOs1JIa, CJIOBHO MPUKJIEEHHAS K AEPEBIHHOMY I0JTy, YyBCTBOBAJIa HEBBIHOCUMYIO apy U TO, YTO MOT
CTEKaEeT y’Ke He 10 CIIMHE, KaK paHbllle, a 10 JIMLy. Tak AyIIHO, TAK HEBBIHOCUMO, ¥ TaK HENIPABUJIBHO,
4TO. ..

He cpasy nonsna, yTo BCXJIMIHYJIA.

A OH ycbIIIa.

ToT, KTO He creln1 Ha MOMOILIb paHblile, a Ternepb HaM Meai. ToT, KOro XoTeaoch BBICTaBUTh
BOH BMECTE CO BCEMH CTpakaMu, YTOOBI IOTOM OOHSITh KOTa, 3aKPBITh OT BCEX JABEPb M CIIOKOHHO
pacIuiakaTbCs.

My>xunHa nprOIM3IICcs. BonmpocuTebHO B3MISIHYT Ha KOTa, TOTOM Ha MEHs. A 51 cMOTpelnia
He Ha Hero. §l Buzena juib Oesible I71a3a JKMBOTHOTO, KOTOPOE CPakasioch 3a MEHs JO MOCIIeTHEro
B3J10Xa, U KOTOporo s npeaaia. [loromy urto cnadas. He HeBecta 3HaTHOTO Jiop/ia. A HUKTO B 3TOM
MUpE.

Myxunna Haxmypwiicsl. Myxumna. [Ipocto myxumnna. He xenux. Eme He xBartano! [Iporsnyn
KO MHE PyKY, [IPOBEJI 110 IIEKE W YIUBJICHHO B3IVISAHYII Ha BJIary, KOTopas OCTajaach Ha MajbLax.

OH MeJIeHHO BBIIOXHY.

IIpucmotperncs K KoTy.

N, x MoeMy yIMBIIEHUIO, IEPEAAIT ETO MHE.

Takoro u nepesfan — ¢ MOHUKIIMM B3[JISIOM, KOTTSAMHU B BUJIE M€YeW U JPOrHYBLIUMH OT
HEOXKUIAHHOCTH yLIAMHU.

— OH - Bam. Jletaym NOTOM, — MY)KYMHA OTBEPHYJICS, LLEJIKHY/I NaJbLIAMH, U B 3TOT MOMEHT
BCE CHOBA IIPULILIO B ABUKEHUE.

Jloiiko pBaHyn Ko MHe. BTOpoii CTpaKHUK — K HAYQJIBHUKY. A TOT 3alUINa] — POH3UTEJIHHO,
TOHKO, KaK JIEBHI1Ia, KOTOPOH 3a/1pajiv MOJO.

W naxe korga cTpaxu NOHSUIM, YTO CITYYHIIOCH |, TSDKEIIO JbIIla, pepBajiy cBoi Oer. VX npen-
BOIUTENb HE YHUMaJsIcs. CMOTpes Ha IOCIIeIHETo rocTs U Bepelail. Bepemiai, Bepewal, Beperall. . .

CrpiaTh ero ObLJIO MPOTUBHO, CMOTPETh HENPUSTHO, U s CHOBA B3MJIsIHY/IA HA KOTHUKA. A TOT
OONM3HYJICS, TIOATSHYJICS BBEPX U ILEMHYJ MHE B YXO:

— JloBu MomeHT. TpeOyii 60UKy cMeTaHbI 32 ONo3JaHue !
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I'maBa Ne 12

HoBblii rocTh NOBEpHYJI I'OJIOBY — B3[JISIHYJI HA KOTa M TOT, OMKHYB, 3aTKHYJI JJAIKaMU pOT, MOJI,
MOJIYY — MOJTUY, ¥ 10 3T0ro 5 Momyai! M Booduie 310 Bce — BOH KTo 310! KOT yOpast ofHy nanky u
OOBMHMTEILHO TKHYJT B TJIABHOTO CTpakKa.

Hogslii rocth 0TBEpHYJICH.

— Xon cOOBITHIA 51 OTCIIeqHI, — IPEPBaJl OH CTpaka, KOTOPBI OMOMHUIICS] M XOTEJl 3arOBOPUTh
nepBbIM. — Marn4eckuil B3JIOM 3alllUThl IOMa, YIPO3bl... KUTEJIbHULIE STOTO JA0MA.

Ero 3aMuHKa He ocrajach He3aMEUYEHHOM, U MOKPACHEBIIMIA OT Meper30bITKa SMOLUI CTpak
HeMHoro npuodoapuiicst. EMy nonaso6uiack Bcero mapa MFHOBEHHH, YTOObI CHOBA CTaTh CIIOKOWHBIM
Y YBEpEHHBIM B ceOe.

— Toctymun curHan ot 1OOPOMOPSIOUHBIX KHUTeel jeca. OT MECTHBIX KUKHUMOp, — CTPak
TOXE Clenal Mnaysy, ¢ IBHBIM pacyeToM, 4ToObl ee oTMeTiIn. — OHM CKa3ajM, YTO BUJENIU B JOME
KUTppaxTepByca. CaMu MOHMMaeTe, Mbl HE MOIJIM He OTpearnpoBath. ECTb nuHbIi yka3 iMneparopa
YHUUTOXATh 3TUX TBapew!

Kor 3710 cBepKkHyI Ha HEero ra3amu U NpKajcs KO MHE CUjIbHee. Sl HanpskeHHO ciieuiia 3a
xozioM Oece[ibl, cTapasich He oOpaliaTh BHUMaHHS Ha ’kapy, KOTOpasi IPOCTO JTyIIUIA.

— 1 nake IMYHO BbleXaJl [J1s1 IPOBEPKH, U. .. — IPOAOLKIII TOBOPUTD IIABHBII CTPaX, HO FOCTh
ero nepeowu.

— Mokete fasiee He yIPaXHATbCS B KpacHOpeUMy. Marndeckuil cies emie CIUIIKOM SIpKHH,
YTOOBI 51 MOT' OILIMOMTHCS C BBIBOIAMM, KAIUTAaH.

— IToAnonKOBHUK, — MPUOCAHMIICA CTPAX U LIEJKHYJ KaOyKaMH.

OKUMHYB €ro paBHOYIIHBIM B3[JIs1J0OM, TOCTh MCIPaBUJI JOMYLIEHHYIO OIIMOKY, HO HE TaK, KaK
HaJesyICsl er0 COOECEIHUK.

— Crapmmy JIeMTeHaHT.

—Ho... — 1 TyT 10 TOrO, KTO XOTEJ HA MEHSI HANAaCTh, JIOILIO, YTO He OBUIO HUKAKOH OIMIMOKH.

He 6b110!

W 4t0 TOT, KTO yNpaBysieT STUMH 3eMJISIMH, TOT, KTO BJIaJIEET AOCTATOUYHOH BJIACTHIO U, BUIUMO,
Maruey, M3HayaJbHO HE MOT' OLIMOUTHCS.

OH npuHAN peleHre U 03ByUYmII €T0.

W Hakazan 3a To, YTO C HUM CIIOPUJIH.

OO0 3TOM Jorafanack s, U3yMJICHHbIE CTPAXH, JaXe MO KOT JIOrajajics U MOAXUXUKaBaT B
Moe yxo. Jlyuiee, 4To MOXHO OBbUIO cHenaTh CTpaky — 3aTkHyThcsi! Ho OH, yuimasich Kapbepbl ¢
MOJIHIEHOCHOW CKOPOCTBIO, SIBHO ObLIT U3 3aHY/I M 3aHOCUMBBIX TYTOLyMOB.

— 4 nevicTBOBaJI B paMKax 3akoHa! Bbl He nmeete npasa!

— Mnaammii 1efiTeHaHT, — CHOBA UCIPaBUJICS I'OCTb.

— Ho... Ona cama Bo BceM BUHOBaTa!

— U B TOM, 4TO BECh JOM MPOIUTAJICS TBOMM KEJIAHUEM ? — BKPaJUMBO IOUHTEPECOBAJICS TOCTb.

— Ha! — He yHumasca 1ot gypak. — OHa ronou pasrynusaia 1mo jomy! OHa OTKpbLIa JBEPD B
onHOIt ipocteiHe! OHa ynbidanace!

— 51 Bupen. Kro. Yisibasncs, — npoueaui rocts. — M 3Hato, ¢ KAKMMU LETSMU.

— $1 mpocTo He Mor criepxaTbCs, KOrjaa yBUAEN! ee B TaKoM Buze! — Haresncs crpax. — Ctpout
u3 ceOs JIe[H, Ha3bIBAaeTCsl Balllell HEBECTOM, a cama KUBET B 3TOM JpIpe, O3 MaJIeHIel 3alyThl, U. . .
Jla naxe Tynoi KMKMMOpe MOHATHO, YTO OHA — CAaMO3BaHKa!

— PayioBoii, — npuHsI yxe Jpyroe perieHue roctsb.

W BHOBB 3710 OBLIO c/ie1aHO O3 MaslerIMX sMoLuid. He TpoHyIo ero Hu To, 4To CTpax 3aTpsccs
OT THEBA, HU TO, YTO CTaJl KpacHee Maka Ha MoJie, HU TO, YTO Hayall 3ablXaTbCsl, CJIOBHO €My He
XBAaTaJIO BO3/yXa.
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— Ho oHa... — BbIIaBUJI OH, OOJIM3HYB NEPECOXIIHE TYOHL.

I'octb, HE Bepsi TOMY, UTO BCTPETUJICS C TAKUM WAMOTOM, B3JOXHYJ U IIPUHS UHOE PELIECHUE:

— Otpsg wTpadHUKOB.

— A... — cTpax MOKauHyJICs, OPOCHII MCTIENESAIOMMI B3IJISI/T B MOIO CTOPOHY M OTKPBLT POT,
YTOOBI CKa3aTh HOBYIO I'aJIOCTb.

— Ucnionnenue perieHnst 00XaJIOBAaHUIO HE TIOJJIEKUT W BCTYIAET B CUITy HEMEJIEHHO, — TOCTh
clieJial KakKoM-TO JKECT PYKOM, y HOT CTpaa MOSIBUIICS CU3bIA AbIM, U CTaJl CJIOBHO IIPOIJIATHIBATh €TO.

Crpax 3aBeperna, MomnsiTajics coexarb, HO yKe He MOT C/ieJlaTh HY Iara.

— W na, — xoraa ero ¢urypa Obl1a CKpbITa MOYTH MOJTHOCTHIO, TOOABWII rOCTh. — Bee, 4To BbI
BUJIEJIA B 3TOM JIOME, SIBJISIETCS TOCYAapCTBEHHON TaitHOW. Marnveckuii OJIOK He MO3BOJIMT BaM TPo-
POHMTH HU cJI0Ba. JKao0bl WM MPOIIEHUSI TaKKe TOBEPraioTCs MAarnuecKomy 3ampeTy. A 3a X0IoM
BaIlIero UCTIpaBJeHus Oyy CIEIUTh JIMYHO 51 U KTO-HUOYIb U3 KUKUMOP, YTOOBI BbI TIOOIMKE MO3HA-
KOMWJIUCh C OJJHOW M3 pac Hamiedl umnepud. Bo3amMoxHO, 3a00HO 1 HeBecTy ceOe mpucMorpute. 51
CIIBIIIIAJ: KK C HEHl MPaBUIIbHO 00PAIaThCs, Bbl YKe 3HaeTe.

MHe kaxercsi, IMEHHO TMOCJIE/IHUE CJIOBA UCIYTaIM CTpaxa KyJa CUJIbHEE BHE3AITHOIO IMOHU-
*eHus1. Toraa oH CropuJl, COTPOTHBIISIICS, a cefvac Cxkajcs, Kak CIyThIi, 3a0bITBIN JETbMH, IAPUK,
u...

He nonnyi, kak g oxupgana.

Hcues B cu3oi AbIMKE.

JBa Opyrux cTpaxa, €civ U He CMOTJIM COXPAHUTh CIIOKOWCTBUS — Ha VX OJI€/IHBIX JIMLIAX BIIEp-
BbI€ MTPOSIBIIIUCH KPYITHBIE KaleJIbKU TOTa, TaK XOTsS Obl C JIOTUKOW M YyBCTBOM CAMOCOXPaHEHUsI
npo0sieM He UMeTH.

He BmemmBanuce. Crosm no crpynke. M kjganu cBoeir yyact. OHM MOHUMAaIIU, KTO 3J1€Ch
r1aBHbIA. Y, BOBMOXHO, XOTs1 OBl OAMH U3 HUX, XOTs Obl JIolko, Opocaioiyil Ha MeHsl BUHOBAThIE
B3[JIsLIbl, OCO3HAJI, UTO MOCTYIMJI HEKpacuBo. M 4yTo Haka3zaHue, KOTOPOMY MOJBEPICS UX CTApIINNA
— 3aCITy)KEHO.

— Aiixan nep Marnuycc koxT CosuleiiH, — 3aroBOprJjI OH, KOI/ia B3IVISI/L MYKYMHBI OCTAaHOBUJICS
Ha ero HamapHuke. — Ilo3BosibTe IpUHECTH M3BMHEHMS BaM M Ballled HEBECTE 3a TO, YTO CErOgHS
MTPOU3OLLIO.

— 4 Tak xe xoTes Obl MPUHECTH U3BUHEHUsI BaM, AlixaH aep Marauycc koxt CosuieiiH, 1 Baiiei
HEBECTE, — INIyXO MOBTOPUJI BTOPOU CTpaK.

Oba MpOBMHMBIIMXCS CKJIOHHIIN TOJIOBBI, OKUast perieHus. Sl He Bujena Jnia roctsi, Ho MHe
M0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO CJIOBA MPO MOW CTaTyC Ha KaKOe-TO MTHOBEHbE BBIBEJIM €ro u3 paBHoBecus. OH
HECKOJIBKO pa3 CKaJl NaJbLbl, MEJIEHHO BBIIOXHYJI, U TOJIbKO B35IB KOHTPOJIb HAJ] BHE3AITHBIM BCILIEC-
KOM 5MOLIMI, 03BYyUYMJI pELLEHHE.

— IlepeBoa U3 MMTHON HOYHOW CTPAXU B OOBIYHBIN THEBHOM MATPYJIb.

CTpaxu TOJbKO HUKE CKJIOHMIM rosioBbl. Keratu, OmaropazymHuo. [Totomy 4To rocts, BbIKIaB
MUHYTY, T0OaBHII.

— INoka cpok — Ha nonroga. OOpaTHbIA epeBoj Bo3MoxkeH. [locie 9Kk3aMeHOB TI0 BOGHHOMY
Jejy, 9TUKE U STHKETy, a Tak ke IO MpaBaM Bcex xkutenerd Tuxux 3emensb. VcnonHeHue pelie-
HUS 00KAJIOBAHUIO HE TOJICKHUT U BCTyIAeT B CUJIy HeMeuleHHO. [lepeMecTuThCsl Ha HOBOE MeCTO
CITY>KOBI TIO3BOJISII0 CAMOCTOSITEITBHO.

Crpaxu CMHHXPOHHO BBIIOXHYJIH.

— Elnie pa3 nprHOCHMM CBOM W3BUHEHMS BaM U Balllel Jiey, — CKa3al OVH U3 HUX U, CKJIOHUB
rOJIOBY IepeJi TOCTEM U TIepeI0 MHOM, MOCIIEIIHO OKUHYJT JJOM.

A Jloiiko B3IVISIHYJT HA MEHsI, U TOJIBKO 71 MEHSI U CKazaJl:

— Ilpocrure, nenu EBrenusd. f He 3Ha/, 4TO MOSI OTOBOpPKA MPO Ballle MPUCYTCTBUE B 3TOM
JOME IIPUBEAET K TAKUM MOCIEACTBUAM. S pocTo. .. — OH 3amHyJICcs 0 TPOH3UTEIbHBIM B3IJI1I0M
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roCTs ¥ BCE ke MPOJO/LKII: — 5 OB yMep, HO He MO3BOJIWII, YTOObl C BaMU CIIyYHJIOCh YTO-TMOO

Hernonpasumoe!
IMocse yero pe3ko pa3BepHYIICS U TaK K€ MOKHHYII JOM.
— Hy BOT... — mpoOyxTen HeTOBOJBHO KOT. — YTOOBI C TOOOH YTO-TO CIYYMJIOCh, OH OBl HE

JOMYCTHII. A TO, 9YTO MOT MOCTPaaTh OIVH MaJICHbKUI KOTUK, eMy ObLIO TUICBATH !

— Kcratn 0 kKOTHKAX, — TOCTh HEXOTS MOBEPHYJICA K HaM. — Terneppb pazdepemcs C BaMH.

A B3[JI4] TaKOW, 4TO. ..

B o0611eM, He MOHPABUIICSI MHE €T0 B3IJISA.

Koty onHO3HaYHO TOXe Takoe BHUMaHUE He MPUIILIOCH 10 AyIIe, TOTOMY UTO OH OOHSIT MEHS
JIanKaMH 3a 11el0, TIEPEKUHYJ XBOCT U MTPUTBOPUJICS BOPOTHUKOM. M MOKa rocTh MeJJIeHHO TPHOITH-
JKaJICSI, STOT BOPOTHUK TUXOHEUKO TOMPOCHIT:

— Ciymmaii, a MoxeT TeOe HaKUHYTh Ha 1ieur KopTouky? TyT, KaxeTcsi, CKBO3HSIKH.

— Ecnm 51 HakvHY TIOBEpX TBOETO Mexa ellle U KOPTOUKY, s 3aJIOXHYCh OT Kaphl.

— Kakoii 3mech Mex?! — KOT momaxas o0e3iM XBOCTOM Yy MeHs Tiepell uiioM. — JlaBaii, He
nperids! Ecnu u npaBia HaYHENIb 33bIXaThCS — B YXO MOAYIO: YCTPOK TeOe BeTepoK !

— I[Ipocty, HO mepcnekTuBa 3a0071eTh, TeM Oosee Oe3 HaIMUKs JOCTYIa K JIEKapCcTBaM, MEHs
HE TpeJIbIIaeT.

— Ox! — B3OXHYB, KOT MEPEMECTUIICA TaK, YTOOBI TIOUTH TMOJTHOCTBIO BUCETH 03311 MEH, a
CriepeI OCTaBWJI JIUIIIb KOHUYUK XBOCTHKA, a JTIOOOMBITHYIO MOP/IOUKY.

To ectb, OH Kak ObI cripsiTasics, Kak u xotesl. Ho 1 gomkeH Beib ObITh B Kypce, UTO MTPOUCXOIUT!

TocTh OCcTaHOBUMIICSA B IBYX IIarax OT MEHs, HAXMYPUJICS, HO IPUCTYTIATh K pa300opKam He TOPO-
nicsi. YyBCTBYys, Kak MeJIJIEHHO TTOJI3ET 110 MHE €ro B3I, MOeKUIACh U TIOPaI0BajIach, UTo ycresna
MepeoeThCs.

XoT$, BIIOJTHE BO3MOXHO, Oyl s1 B TIPOCTBIHE, 1 Obl MOHPABWJIACHh €My OoJbIlie. A Tak ObLIO
OTYETJIMBO MOHSITHO U BUJIHO, YTO OH HEJIOBOJICH.

Hy mano nu! PacripaBuiia 1ruiedu, XOTsl C y4eTOM JaBUBIIIETO Ha HUX Beca, 3TO U OKa3aJloCh
HerpocTo. $1, MOkeT, Toxke BIUSITETLHOTO KEeHUXa MPEICTaBIIsia COBEPIIIEHHO MHAYe. A 3TOT. ..

C yxomoMm cTpaxei CBET He UCYe3, OH CJIOBHO CTPYWJICS U3 YIJIOB JIOMa, U TIO3BOJISLT CIIOKOMHO
PaccMOTpeTh My KUMHY, KOTOPBII paccMaTpuBaj MeHs B CBOI0 ouepeb. Hy UTo ckazaTh, 4TOOBI HEHa-
POKOM He 00uIeTh Xopolero yenaoBeka? He 3Hato, 4To Tam Bpasii Ipo CTaTyc rOCTs U €ro 3aMKH, HO
TMOKAa CKJIAJIBIBAJIOCH ONIYIIIEHHe, YTO OH XKUBET B elle XyAIINX YCJIOBUSX, YeM YCTPOUIT MEHS.

Jla 1 BooOI1Ie OH MHE OOJIbIIIe HAaTIOMUHAJ He OOBIYHOIO YesIoBeKa, a JICIIero.

Her, onesxna Ha Hem uucrtas. Ho nmpocras. OOyBu HET coBceM. A BOJIOCHI KaKMe B3JIOXMayeH-
Hble! MaMouKkH, /1a MHE KOTa ObLJIO MPOIIE BhUECaTh, YeM Jake MPeICTaBUTh, YTO TIO ITOMY «Ilepe-
KaTHU-TI0JIe» KOrIa-HUOYIb CIOKOMHO MOXHO IMPOUTHCH pacuecko. A 60pofa. .. ITo BOOOIIE OTAe b
Hasl niecHs. MaJio Toro, YTo MHE HUKOTJ]a He HPaBUJIMCh Y MYKYMH HUA OOPOJIBI, HU HEOPUTOCTh, HU
Jake YChl, sI MPOCTO HE MOHUMAJIA: JIJIs Yero OHa HyKHa B Takylo xapy?!

— V BBHICIIMX OHA YCUJIMBAET KOHTPOJIb HA/I MATUIECKUM TTOTOKAMU, — TIOSICHUJI TOCTb.

— IloHATHO, — KUBHYJIA 5.

A TOTOM TOHSIA HE TOJIBKO Tpo Gopoxy. S MoHsIa, YTO TOIBKO YTO MOM MBICIIU OBbLIH MPO-
YUTaHBI!

Bce mou mbiciu!

3HauuT, U 1o Jiemero Toxe?!

41 BO Bce I71a3a ycTaBMIaCh Ha MY)KYMHY, & OH CHOBA IPOYE]T MOU MBICIH Y TIOATBEPANIT:

— Jla. XOTs MOHATHS HEe UMEI0, UTO 3TO 3HAYUT M KaK 3TO BBITJISIUT.

—Hy... Tak...

S nopaioBasiach TOMY, UTO yaepXkajach OT KUBKa B ero ctopony. Kakoit camokonTposs! Kakoi
Bepx Haj sMonmsmMu! XoTh ceiiyac 6epu MeHs1 B «Maduio» !

Ho mbiciu Benib He amormu. OHU OMSATh MEHSI BbIIAJIH.
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— IIpu gpyrux obcrosTenbCcTBax s Obl, IOKATYH, He Oe3 WHTepeca MopacchpanimBal Bac O
Jemmx 1 Maur, — POroBOpuII rocTh. — Ho, yBbI, 00CTOATENBCTBA CIOKUINCH MHAYE, 14 M HET Bpe-
MeHU Ha pasBieveHus. ['ocynapcTBeHHble fea.

A TI0 3eJIeHBIM IJIa3aM TaK ¥ YUTaIoch — «OT KOTOPBIX BBl MEHSI OTOPBAJIH ! ».

— MHe HpaBUTCs, UTO BBl BCE CXBATBIBAETE HA JIETY, — MOXBAJIAJ FOCTh 0e3 MaJISHIIINX SMOIUK. —
Jlymaio, BbI CMOKETE MOHSATh U TO, UTO 51 HE 3aX0TeJl TOBOPHUTH MpH cTpaxkax. KoneuHo, 171 Bac 3o
MOXET OBbITh CTPAIIIHBIM YAAPOM. ..

Bor 31ech B ero ronoce BriepBbie MOSIBUIMCH MOLIMH — TAKON YBEPEHHOCTH, C TPUMECHIO TTpe-
BOCXOJICTBA.

— Hymato, — yIbIOHy/Iack, HE CyMEB CIEpKaTh CBOM CMECOK IMOLIMH C MPUMECHI0 CMexXa, — 5
yXe TOHsIIa ¥ yAap TOT MEePekUBY.

TocThb B3MIIsAHYNT HA MEHSI C COMHEHHEM. A MO KOT, KOTOPBIN TOXKe [I0OraIajicsl K YeMy MeHs
TMO/IrOTABJIMBAIOT, HETEPIIETIMBO 32€JI03W1 Y MEHsI Ha Tuledax v OypKHYJI:

— JaBaii yxe, Opocaii Hac OCKOpel, ¥ MbI TIORIEM MCKaTh cede APYroro kKeHuxa, normeapee!

TocTb caenan mar Brepen U MpoTsHYI K KOTY PYKY.

S TyT ke marHyna Ha3zaja U HalIOMHUJIA:

— INonnas uzonsus!

— Toro, Koro BbI IOOPOBOJIBHO ycaauiu cede Ha I1Iel0, — HATOMHUJI TOCTh. — A BaM Obl HAOOOPOT
Jydriie OOJIbIIIe TYJISATh Ha YIIUIIE.

— Jlns 3arapa?

— 7151 TOoro, 4TOOB! HAMTH cede keHnxa. [IoToMy 4To, Kak Bbl MPABMIILHO AOTaJAJNCh, 51 HA BaC
KEHUTHCSI HE COOMPAIOCH.

[o-moemy, My)X4MHa, HECMOTpPsI HA MOM 3aBEPEHHS PO MOHSATIMBOCT M HA OOJIErYeHHBIH
BBIJIOX KOTHKA, PACCUUTHIBAJI COBCEM Ha Jpyrylo peakimio. Ho st Tak oOpanoBanacsk! Mue naxe 3axo-
TEJIOCh MOIOUTH K 3TOMY CTPOrOMY TOCTIO, OOHSATH €r0, MPOoIas 3a MPUKII0UeHH s, KOTOpbIE MTOAAPUJT
9TOT JIOMHK, M pacIiesioBath ero 6opomy!

Tby, KOHEUHO, HO TaKK€ HOBOCTH!

Takue HOBOCTH!

Ja st moyyBcTBOBasa cedsl TaK, CJIOBHO y MEHs IeHb poskaeHus! Ml MHe He TpraIaTh UCIIONHS-
eTcsl, KaK JIOJKHO OBbl, a OMSATh BOCEMHAIIATh! YIMBUTEIbHbIE OILYIIIEHHS — CBOOO/BI U ITPEIBKYIIe-
HUS, YTO eIlle HEMHOTO, ¥ BECb MUP OKaXKeTCsl Y TBOUX HOT.

A Bripouewm, K 4yepry!

Kaxue Horu! He Oynem nmoptuth Takoii MOMEHT nipu3eMiieHHbIM. S mapuia! Jlerana B HeBeco-
Moctu! S OblTa cYaCT/IMBA TaK, Kak yke JTaBHO He ObLia!

OH He XoueT KeHUThCs Ha MHe. S He xouy 3a Hero. Opk ObUT MpaB! MBI ¢ 3TUM MYKYMHOM
MIPOCTO UJeasbHas napa!

Hy Bor, Hanum apyr npyra. ITosHakomuucs. Bee y3Hami. MOXHO ¥ pacXOOUThCA.

oM. Mueiit tom. Crierry k TeGe!

Brnipouem, y MOero c4acTbsi Oka3ajcsi CIMIIKOM KOPOTKHIA CPOK.

— VBB, — CKa3aJl MOH IOCTh, — BBIHYK/IEH BAC paCCTPOUTh.

— Yro, — y)XacHyJIach si, — Bbl yxke niepegymanu?!

OHn nomopumics.

Kot n3yMiIeHHO MUCKHYI U 3aKaJl pOT JIANKOM, YTOOBl HE MPOITYCTUTh HU €AMHOrO cjioBa. U
BOT, B 00pa30BaBIIENCs TUIIIMHE, KOT/IA 3aTAlJIMCh Jake Hallli ¢ KOTOM Cep/lia, TOCTh CKa3al:

— Her, xoHeuHo. £ He TONBKO HE XOUY KEeHUTHCS Ha Bac. A B IPUHIMITE OOJIbITIe He COOUPAIOCh
9TOrO JieNath. 3/1eCh AJIs Bac Bce Oe3 M3MEHEHHIA, MOJKeTe He COMHEBAThCSI.

MBbI ¢ KOTOM TepeBesy IbIXaHWe U TIOKAIM IpyT Apyry jJanku. To ecTs, s — eMy JanKy, a OH
MHE PYKY. A TOCTb CHOBA 3arOBOPUII.

59



H. Pyueii. «Jlemmii ¢ To60i1»

— Ho pa3 yx Bac nepeHeciu B 3TOT MUP B CTaTyce HEBECThl, HU O KAKOM BO3pAIIEHUN MOXETE
Y He JyMaTb. TO Marmuecku HeBO3MOXHO. TOJIbKO MocIe 3aMyKecTBa.

— To ecTb... — onemmnia s, He B CHJIaX MOBEPUTH YCIIBIIIAHHOMY.

— To ecTb, XOTHTE BBl TOTO WM HET, — Pa3KeBaJl B KPOIIKH IIUKAPHbIE HOBOCTH TOCTb, — BbI
o0s13aHbl BRIATU 3aMyxk! U syure Obl TOCKOpee, MOTOMY YTO CTaTyC MOEH HEBECTHl Y Bac OYeHb
XJIATTKUAM.
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I'nmaBa Ne 13

SOM... H-JA...

4l roBopuIia, 4TO He JIIOII0 MYKYUH C OOpOIoi?

S ommbanacek. f ux Ha qyX He BbIHOITY !

Jla kaTuch OHO BCe. ..

— W eme, onuH MaseHbKuii coBeT. Ha rmpaBax HECOCTOSIBIIEroCs! KeHHUXa, — MPOJOIKILIT 3a01-
BaTh TBO3/Ib B MOW I'P0O0 3TOT Uy/IeCHBIN YeIoBek ¢ boponoit. — [lepectanbre Tak yacto pyrarses. Vmm
BBIOEpHUTE JPYroe pyrarejibcTBO, IOTOMY YTO HE 3HAIO0 KAaK B BallleM MUpPE, HO B HallleM 4YepTu Aei-
CTBHTEJIHO BOASITCS, M MX oracaiotcsi. Eciii BB mpuMeTe Bo BHIMaHUE MO COBET, Y Bac OyJeT Kyna
OoJIbILIe IAHCOB HATH ceOe Oosee-MeHee MOAXOAIero Myka. Bee-Taku steu Tak ceOsi He BeLyT.

TpynHO onucarh CI0OBaMU TO, YTO $ TOYYBCTBOBaJIa B TOT MOMEHT. MBIC/IM HAlIOMMHAJIX Xa0C,
YETKO MEJIbKHYJIA TOJIbKO OfHA: «3psl B 3TOM UMIIEpUM Tak OosATcs yepreid. [loroMy uTO KeHIimHa,
KOTOPYIO IBITAIOTCA 3arHaTh B TYNMK, FOpas3zio onacHeu!»

— D70 He TYNHK, — TYT ke MPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJ MOM MBICIU TocTh. — Haobopot, as1 Bac 310
€IMHCTBEHHBII BBIXO/I.

— IlocmoTpum, — mpouenuna .

— MoskeTe cMOTpeThb B JII00YI0 CTOPOHY, — COITIACKIICS TOCTh. — Kpome Moei.

— 3ameyaTesbHO, — NOAJAKHYA 5. — Eciu Bbl He OyzeTe CTOSATh y MEHs Ha Iy TH.

ComacHa, IpO3BYYaJI0 IBYCMBICJIEHHO, HO OH B€b JEHCTBUTEIBHO CTOAJ HAIPOTUB MEHH,
3arpaxzaast 0030p Ha mpekpacHoe. Ha crpaiiiHble cTeHbl, Ha HaBUCAIOIIUIA TTOTOJIOK, HA CKY/THBIN MHTe-
pbep ITOU KyXHHU.

— Hawmekaerte, uyToOBI 51 mockopee yiesn? — MyKurnHa CKJIOHWJI TOJI0BY HAOOK, B 3€JI€HbIX IJ1a3ax
MEJIbKHYJIA ONACHBIE OTOHBKH.

— Hamexkato, 4To MBI BIIOJIHE MOXEM HE MYUHTh JPYT JIpyra CBOMM ITPUCYTCTBUEM.

4 mouemy-To ObUIa yBepeHa, UTO ceifuyac OH B3OPBETCS M HAIIOMHUT, YTO BOOOIIIE-TO 3TO €ro
JOM, U Pa3 s HE HEBECTa, TO HE UMEI0 IIpaBa 37ech HaxoauThcs. He 3Halo, oTyero MHe npuiuio B
rOJIOBY, YTO €EMY CBOMCTBEHHA MeJIOYHOCTh. HaBepHOe, MalrHanbHO punucana ee K Ipyrum Heslo-
CTaTKaM, KOTOpbIE yke OOHAPYKUIIHCh.

Crpannas nmnepus. CTpaHHbIA TepLOr, WM Kak 3T 37ech HasbiBaeTcaA? Crout. He yxonur.
CHoBa nbITaeTCA MPOH3UTHh MEHSA B3IVIAAOM. A Be/lb Y HETO JIesla TOCYIapCTBEHHOU BaKHOCTH !

Bce Bokpyr crpansble, gaxe crpaxu. Ho 3aTo 4, Kaxercs, crajia Jiydie NOHUMaTh KOTHKOB.
Cuurtalo, 3TO HerI0Xast KOMITEHCAIHS TOMY, YTO s TaK U He Hay4usiach pa3oupaThes B Jofsx. Teria
y ’KUBOTHBIX Oosbiiie. V1 OECKOPBICTHOCTH.

Bor 4 mammHanbHO nomiaauia KOTHMKa — TOT JEPHYJI JIAIKOU, BbIpaxkasi CBOE HEJOBOJIBCTBO.
Mo, He ipu 3TOM Xke! A MOTOM B3/I0XHYJI M CBECHJI XBOCTHK, YTOOBI MHE ObUIO YIOOHEH: MO, I71a/1b
JaBaii, MepeHOCH Ha MEHSI CTPecC, Tak M ObITh, pa30yYeK elle CTepIuto!

Hudero, BOT centdac ycIoKoCh, ceiuac Bce OKOHYATEIbHO Pa3oMAyTCs, a [IOTOM U Mbl C HUM
yigeM. Mnm cHadasa BBICIAMCS, a TOTOM YWZEM, BCE XK€ CIIaTh yXKe XOUYETCS.

— MHe nopa, — NOoCJIEIHUI TOCTh HE MPOSBUJI TaKT — IIPOCTO BHOBb IIPOYEN MOM MBICIIU. —
TosbKo X0oTes1 Obl HATOMHUTb. . .

A yxe mpuroroBuiiach K TOMy, 4TO BOT CEMYAC OH CKaXeT PO AO0M, BOZMOXKHO, O3BYUHT JKeJla-
HUE, YTOObl OCBOOOIMIIN €TI0 CErofHs, HO HET.

— Pemenne 0 nosHOM M30IA1MM BCTYIMJIO C MOMEHTA €ro orauieHusa. OHO BpeMEHHOE, HO
oOxasioBaHuio He mosiexuT. Ho 1o Kacaercst kurppaxrtepByca. YilTu oH He MoxeT. [Toka 51 He perty
3TOT BOIIPOC. BB MOXkeTe CIIOKOMHO BBIXOOUTH, KyAa 3axotuTe. HaromMHIO Tak ke, 4TO B BalllMX UHTeE-
pecax Aesarh 3TO Kak MOXKHO Yallle.
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Sl B3OXHy 1A, CTapaTesIbHO AaBsl BCE CBOM MBICIIH T10 3TOMY noBofy. He styuinee Havaso cyiie-
CTBOBaHMS B HOBOW MMIIEPHH — CCOpa C TeM, OT KOrO 3aBUCHUT XKM3Hb TBOETO MUTOMIIA, Aa W COO-
CTBEHHASI.

— Kurppaxtepsycy Bce MOHATHO? — HEOKUIAHHO TOCTh OOPATHIICS HE KO MHE, & K TTMTOMITY.

Tot He oTBETHII.

— MHe noBTOpuTH? — B rOJI0CE MY KUYMHBI TIOCTIBIIIATIOCH JIETKOE HEOBOJIBCTBO.

Ho kot cHoBa emy He oTBeTHII. JIUIb pa3apa)keHHO MaxXHYJI XBOCTUKOM U B3JOXHYJI. A TIOTOM
BCE-TaKM He BBITEPIIEN M BBICKA3aJl BCE, UTO Y HETO HAKHUIIENIO:

— 51 — kotuk! U BoOOIIIE, 51 TPeOyIO 1BE OOYKHM CMETaHBI 3a CraceHue Jiean! ITo ke HEeHHOCTD!
Hocrostnue umriepuu! D10 ke B OyayIleM Ubsi-TO HeBecTa!

— Hackomnbko st MOMHIO, — TFOJIOC TOCTSI CTajl BKPaIUMBbIM, — B TIEPBbIN pa3 pedsb 1uia 00 OHOM
OOUOHKe.

— 41 6b11 B IOKe ! — TYT e Hallescs KOT, HOTOM HATKHYJICS Ha HeIOBEPUYMBHIN B3IV MY KIMHBI
Y BCXJIMIIHYJ, JOBOJIBHO MpaBaononooHo. — Takas Tpareaus Ha razax! Cpasy Tpy HanmaJalonmx, a
32 MOMMH TuledyamMu Oe33aluTHast Jeau!

MyX4rMHa HE TOPOMUJICS HUYEro oOemiaTtb M KOT, OT KOTOPOro CMETaHa yXke MPaKTHUECKH
YCKOJIb3aJ1a, Yepe3 BCXJIUI MOBTOPUIL:

— Jocrosuaue umnepun! B OymyiieM 4bs-To goporasi HeBecTa!

— C mens 60uoHOK. 3a onosganue. Bropoii crpedyelb ¢ TOro, Ajisi KOro TBOs JISAW CTaHET
noporoit HeBecToll. Kcrath, ecny skeHUX MOSBUTCS JOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, S MPOCTABIIO eIlle OIUH
OOUOHOK.

[Nocuurtas, 4YTO HA STOM Pa3rOBOP OKOHYEH M Jake He MOMHTEPECOBABIIUChH, HYKHO JI1 HAM
e1le YTo-1M00 OMUMO CMETaHbI, TOCTh HAITPABUJICS K BBIXOMY.

A, HET, y ABEPU 3aMEIIKAJICA.

Ha neyxem?!

— Ha, e1ie OMUH BaXXHBII MOMEHT, — OH OPOCHJI Ha MeHsI CTpOruil B3rsid. — Ecim yenoBek 6e3
MarmuecKou 3alUThl, €r0 MBICJIM MOTYT YMTaTh HE BCE Maru, a TOJIBKO BhICIIKE. S Kak pa3 K TaKUM
oTHoryck. [ToatoMy npory Bac, jieiu, nepecTaHbTe IMEHOBATh MEHSI «TOCTEM». DTO BBIIISAUT KaK-
TO HeJIeTo, He mpaBja Jin?

W BOT Ha 3TON ONTUMHCTUYECKOW HOTE, HAIOMHUB MHE O TOM, YTO 3TO s HAXOXKYCh Ha €ro
TEPPUTOPHHU M B TOCTSIX, MyXKUMHA HAKOHEI-TO TIOKKUHYJ oM. BMecTe ¢ HUM ncues U CBeT, KOTOPHIit
JmsIcs U3 YroikoB. CTano TEMHO U THXO.

— JK-xJ100! — THEBHO CBEPKHYJ KOTHK IJIa3aMU, OCBETHB MHE ITyTh K CTYJTY.

— He 1o cioBo, — nopaakHyna s ¥ ycrasio mpucena.

— U 3Haemp 4TO, — MOAENUICS COMHEHUEM KOT, — KaK-TO HACTOPOXWJIO MeHsl. .. S TpeboBan
60uky. bouky! A oH 3anaguin: «6G04OHOK-O0UOHOK». BOT 4yBCTBYIO, UTO OyAET KaKOM-TO MOABOX !

CTpouThb JOTafKu CHJI COBEPIICHHO He ObT0. MBI CHOBA Jierd. §1 — B ofiesk/ie, TO U JIEJIO KOCSICh
Ha JIBepb, KOTOPYIO, KaK OKa3aJI0Ch, CIIOCOOEH OTKPHITH JII0O0# Mar. He 3Hai0, MHOTO JIi IX B OKpYTe,
HO TIOBTOPEHUsI HE XOTEeJOCh. A KOT HAKPBUICS KO(MPTOUKOH, Kak OyATO JyXxOTa eMy He Mellaja, u
3apeMall.

Brnipouem, coH y Hero ObL1 4y TKUM, TO U JIJI0 CIIBIIIAIOCh HEBHATHOE OopMoTaHue: «$51 ckaza:
Tpu! A Jydiue nsaTh!», HY ¥ yKe IPUBBIYHOE, TOJIBKO C NIO/IBBIBAaHUEM: «/Kpa-a-aTh!».

A yTpom, Korjia st OTKpbLjia JBepb JIOMHUKA, YTOOBI POBETPUTH M TIOCMOTPETh HA OK PYKAIOIITYIO
00CTaHOBKY, YBH/JIeJIa HA KPbUIbIIE JePEBsIHHBIN OOUOHOK. [loJIro cMoTpeia Ha Hero — Momya, kajesa
KOTHKA, a TIOTOM PEIInJIa, YTO BCe PaBHO BeIb OH YBUIWT, U, HABEPHOE, JIy4Ille TaK, YeM HUKaK.

Oo6epHynack, X0Tesa ero OKJIMKHYTb. [IoToMy BCIIOMHIJIA, YTO MM OH ce0e Tak U He BhIOpa,
Y BBIKPYTHJIACh MHAYE:

— Teb6e momapox!
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KoTHk, KOTOpHIi 10 3TOro 6e3y4acTHO CHJEN Ha MOAOKOHHUKE M KaJIOBAJICS, UTO JKU3Hb KOH-
YeHa, IOTOMY YTO OH IJIEHHUK, CTPEJION COCKOYMII BHU3, BHIOEKAJ HA KPBLIbIIO, PACKUHYJ B YMUJIE-
HUHM 3arpeOyIue Jamnku, . ..

—IoncraBa! — mpoxpuresn oH, IUTIOXHYBIIKCH HA 321, ¥ KaJOOHO BCIUIECHY JTanKkamu. — JKeHs,
3TO nojcrasa!

Bups To, uyto mpudmiock K Hamemy Oepery, s OblJla ¢ HUM COBEpIIIEHHO corsiacHa. TpeOys
TIaTy, KOT SIBHO UMeJT B BUAY OOYKY Ky/la COTMIHEN. A TO, UTO CTOSJIO Y HAC Ha KPbUIbLIE, JEVCTBU-
TEJIbHO ObLI0 00YOHKOM. [Ipruem HeGoIbIM. Y HAC B Mara3MHax B TAKUX MHOT/A TIPOAAETCS MSATH-
JIUTPOBOE THUBO.

— Kak xwutbh-T0 Tenepb? C Takoi o0u1ou Ha cepatie, a? KeHbka, s ke Tak J0JIT0 He IPOXKKBY, —
MIPOXpUIIET OOMKEHHO KOT, TOCMOTpPEJT Ha CKPOMHBIN OOYOHOK U MPUKHUHYI. — MakCUMyM ellie AeHb
npoTsHy! A notom uto? OXOTUTHCSA MHE HENb34. ..

— Uro-auOyap npuaymaem, — 51 pucesia, Morjiaania KOTUKa, a TOT ObLT B TAKOM PacCTPOWCTBE,
YTO CMIOKOMHO MHE 3TO MO3BOJNIL.

— 39X, — B3[IOXHYJI OH, — 3HaJI OB, YTO XOPOIIIKE JIeJia TaK JIEIIeBO OLEHUBAIOTCS, XOTh ObI COXpa
BYEpa CTpakHUKA. BbuT OBl y MEHS 3arac elne Ha rnapy JIeHbKOB, a TakK. ..

OH B3m1sAHYN Ha MeHs. S — Ha Hero.

— MeHns coxparb Xoyelb?

— Jlymaii, YTO TOBOPHIIIb! — MTPOTIBIXTEJT OH U CTYKHYJI MEHsI XBOCTUKOM I10 Horam. — §1 6e3 te0st
HUKak! f ke OMMHYKMKY reub He ymelo. [Jaxe maneHbkue! Y mMeHs ja-a-nku!

BcrioMHUB KOTOB M3 peKJIaMBbl, KOTOPbIE TOUHO TaK ke KaJOBAIUCh HA CYIbOMHYIIIKY, 51 pac-
CMesiIach. XOoTella MoAXBaTUTh OOYOHOK, HO KOT BOCIIPOTHUBHJICS.

— 51 cam, a TO pacruielentb eie, — JeJTOBUTO 3aMETHJT OH. — DTOT KMOT JIaKe KPBIIIKY 3aKat!

Kcraru, na. BouoHOK cTOsi €3 KPBIIKY.

— MoskeT, 3TO 1151 TOTO, YTOOBI Cpa3y ObLIO BUIHO, YTO 3/1€Ch CMeTaHa? — MOIBITAIACH YTEIUTh
MIPUTOPIOHMBIIIETOCs KOoTa. — M 9T0 G0UYOHOK MMEHHO TBOWM?

— MoXkHO mogymaThb, — MPOMBIXTEN OH, aKKypaTHO BTaCKMBasi OOUOHOK B JIOM, — UTO 3[€Ch
KPBUIBLIO MTPOCTO 3aBAJICHO MOIAPKAMHU, U 51 B HUX TO U JIEJIO TEPSIIOCh !

He 3Hat0 y KOro Kak, a y MeHsl HACTPOEHHE TMOBBICHIIOCh OMTHO3HAYHO. Buepaiinee, KOHEUHO, U3
BOCIIOMHHAHMI HE BBIBETPUJIOCH, [1a U HE XOTesa sl Hu4ero 3a0biBath. Ho mymarh Haio ObLIO O TOM,
Kak XuTh Aajpiie. [IpuyeM, He TOJBKO MHE, HO M KOTHKY.

— Cnymaii. .. — 51 ake OCTaHOBUJIACh OT HEOKUJAHHOW MBICIIH.

Her, MbIcib, KOHEUHO, OblIa Iypalikasi, HO 1 0OCTOSITEILCTBA, KOTOPbIE K HEel MOATOJIKHYIIH,
He ObUIH JTydIIie.

— A ecnu 51 CKaxy, 4TO MOU KEHHUX — ITO Thi?

— Torpa s ckaxy, 4TO ThI Aypa, XOTh ¥ HAPHIBAIOCh, IOTOMY YTO TIOKa HE 3aBTPaKal, a U3 Hac
JBOMX TOTOBHIIb JIMIIb ThI, — OTBETUJI MHE KOT, HE OTPBIBAsICh OT JeJIa U OANUXHUBasi O0OYOHOK BCE
nanpie. — Majio Toro, 4to MHe He ¢ Koro Oyaer crpedoBath O0uky... Her, ¢ yuerom Toro, 4to s
MOJTy4rI 3TOT Mu3ep, A Oyay TpedoBars BOUUIIIE 3a tBoe cmacenue! Tak BOT, Majio TOro, 4rto
MponajeT NeHHbIN nmpu3. Thl Kak cede mpeIcTaBiIselb MOATBepKAeHUe 3Toro Opaka?!

— A T0, 9TO 51 TeOsI MOLIENTYI0 MPWTIOHO M CKaXy, YTO JIOOJIO — HE CUYMTaeTCs?

— IlyHKT c 9T0M, Kak ee... KOHCyManumen oOs3aresien! MHaue TeOs1 Bce paBHO AOMOI HE OTITy-
CTAT, a 1 OyIy HaBeK ormo3opeH! YuTu 310, KOrja pelmiib He AypauyuThCs, a BBIXOAUTH 3aMYyXK IO
nipaBzie. Eciu Thl BepHeIbest TOMOM, TBOM MYk CHITBHO MTOHU3UTCS B ctatyce! Ho 310 epyHa, ObiBaeT
1 xyxke. OJIMH TaKOH, OT KOTOPOT'o keHa cOexaa, s CIbIIaI Kak-To, Jake C yMa COIIelN. A elle KTo-
TO moBecuics. B oOmem, ’KeHbka, cama moHMMaellb, JTydirie Obl TeOe BIIOOUTHCS B KOTO-TO, TOMUMO
mensi! [To-HacTosiiemMy BIIOOMTHCS, a MHAUE MOJICTABHIIbL CBOETo My keHbKa. Hy wim BeiOupaii Toro,
KOro OyJeT He KaJIKO MOJICTAaBUTh!
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Jla yk, 3TOT MUp MHE HpaBHWJICS BCE MEHbIIIe U MeHbITe. M, HeCMOTpsI Ha Takoe MUJIOEe Ha3Ba-
HUe, HAaCTpauBaloIlee Ha MO3UTUB — Trxue 3eMJTi, MHE MPOCTO 3aBBITh 3aX0TEIOCh.

Ho ne nyrars xe kotuka? [la u ceos.

Her, Bbixon ectb. A 3TO TOYHO 3HAI0, YyBCTBYIO.

Hano npocro ero Haiitu.

— D, — MOCIBIIATIOCh U3 KyXHH, — UM CIofia, OyIeM ¢ TOOOM JOObIUY JICTUTH!

— He cpen eme?

— 51 % He ypak, — XMBIKHYJI KOT, — Oy[1y pacTaruBaTh. Tak 4To 1eKu OJIMHbI, a B CMETaHY TOJIBKO
MakaTh OyneM. Kpaerek. U To He kax/IpIii O/IMH, a Yepe3 OfIvH.

— W 10 He 4, a TONBKO THL, 1a?

— Hy urto TbI Tak cpasy... — CTyIIEBaJICS KOT, KOTOPBIA, BUAMMO, 3TO OH U UMeJ B BUIY. — 51
He ’KaJHbII, TPOCTO 3anacyivpbiii! O 3aBTpalllHEM JIHE AyMaio.

IToka KOT qymast o 3aBTpaITHeM JIHe, 5 MeKJia OJMUHBI 1 yMalla O CerOTHSIITHEM.

Yro-To Ha/10 OBLIO MPEANPUHUMATH, HHAUE MbI CKOPO JIAITKU MPOTSHEM.

Ho Bot uTo0?
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I'naBa Ne 14

OoGparnarbes ¢ mpockOaMu K AlixaHy Oecrosie3Ho, 1a ¥ TOpAOCTb He o3BosisiIa. OH YeTKO Aa
MOHSTh, YTO HE XOYET UMETh KO MHE HUKAKOro oTHoIeHus1. OH Oonee 4eM KTO-1M00 3HaJ, B KAKUX
YCJIOBUSIX 51 HAXOXKYCh, HO CaM MTOMOILb HE MTPEUIOKWII. 3a4eM EMY TPATUTHCA HA JIUTIOBYIO HEBECTY ?

He 3a yem. A ¢ yyeToM TOro, BO CKOJIKO OH OLIEHWJI MOE CHaCeHUE, U €ro OTHOLIEHUEM K
CaMOMY MOEMY HaXOXAEHHIO 31ECh. ..

Her, ero s nmpocuth He xoTea.

K Tomy *e, HECMOTpsl Ha MCXOJ] BUEPALTHUX COOBITHH, IPhI3 MEHSI YEPBSYOK COMHEHHUH, YTO
ero ono3jaHue OblJI0 HAMEPEHHbIM.

TyT e BKJIIOYMIACh (paHTa3Ms U B TAKMX KPacKaX HApUCOBaJa BApHAHTBI TOTO, YTO MOIJIO
CITy4HUThCsI, €cv OBl OH COBCEM He SIBWJICS, UTO rojioBa pazdonenack. [loctaBuB mepes KOTOM TOpKy
¢ OMHaMK, OKMHYJIA B3IJISIOM CKYIHBI OCTAaTOK 3aIacoB ¥ BBIIIUIA HA KPBUIBLIO, IEPEBECTH AYX.

A 4yT0OBI pa30ysHuBIIAsACA (haHTa3Ks He JOHMMAJIA Yy)KaCTUKaMHU, KOTOPbIX 5 C IeTCTBa OO0I0Ch,
NepeKJIIoumIa ee Ha cka3Ky. Mtak, Kak Tam 1noxuBaer 6e3 MeHs FeporHs?

4 He Bcerma HaOmozana 3a reposiMu, cus nepes HoyTrOykoM. OOBIYHO CHavala MBICJIEHHO
HBIpsIJIa B MUP KHUTHY, KPYTUJIACh TaM, CJIOBHO IMOICMATPHUBas, M yKe 3allUChiBasa TO, YTO 3allOMU-
Hasa. VIHorna, mpaBna, Te COOBITHS, KOTOpBIE 51 BUENA U3HAYaIbHO, MeHsIMCh. Ho He moToMy, 4to
g nepegyMaia. Most Bepcusi TakoBa: IOKa y MEHsI HAXOJUJIOCh BPeMsl CHOBA 3aliIsIHYTh B UCTOPUIO U
ee 3amucarb, FepoM, KaK U KMBbIE JIIO/IU, YCIIEBAJIU JEUCTBOBATh U MEHATHCA.

WM TO’e OBLIIO CBOMICTBEHHO TepeiyMarh, 3aTauTh OOUILY, BIIOOUTHCS B APYTOro, OIIMOUTHCS,
Ipe/iaTh WM COBEPLINTh HEOKUIAHHBII Jjaxke 1S cebsl M CBOEro MUpPa MOCTYIOK.

MHe 4JacTo Ka3ajaoch, YTO UICTOPUHU, KOTOPBIE 5 IUIILY, HE BBIAYMKA. OHU IPOUCXOAAT HA CAMOM
ene, rIe-TO B IPYTHX U3MEpPEeHUsAX. A MHE MPOCTO MO3BOJIEHO UX YBUIETh. A KTO-TO, BO3MOKHO, B
JaHHbIA MOMEHT IMUILET KHUTY O TOM, KaK aBTOP JIIOOOBHOIO (PIHTE3M OTKpPbUIA ABEPb OPKY U Iepe-
Hecsach B JIpyroil Mup.

Tak sipKo MpeACTaBIIa STOT MOMEHT, YTO Jaxe CTaJl0 HEMHOIo OOMJHO: MOKa 51 3[€Ch, KTO-TO
HaIUILEeT UCTOPUIO NepBbIM! A IOTOM, KOTIa K Hel IpUy s, KTO-TO U3 uMTartesier ckaxer: «Kaxercs,
s yxe Takoe ynuTai!». M He craHelb Beb OOBSACHATh, YTO MHOTJA MUPBI IIEpECceKaloTCsl M OKa3bIBa-
I0TCSI HE OIHOMY YeJIOBEKY, a B JAHHOM CITy4ae BCe OCHOBAHO Ha PeajIbHbIX COOBITHSIX U OBLIO JINYHO
CO MHOW.

Kro noseput?

41 ObI cama He MoBepHJIa.

Jla u oObsicHATH OBl He cTana. 1 BooOIIe MPUAEPKUBAIOCH TAKTUKH, YTO 32 KHUTY JOJKHA
TOBOPUTh CaMa KHUTa, a He ee aBTOp. A €C/IM YTO-TO HEMOHATO — HY, WJIM YUTaTeSb HE TBOU, WM
aBTOp aypak. U Te, M Te ciyyau peIKMMU He SIBJISIOTCA.

3aHecso ke MeHsA B paccyxaeHusAX. Hy 310 Toxke nmomoraer HaCTpOUTbCA Ha MUP U HBIPHYTh
B HETO HE3aMETHO.

IIpuceB Ha CTyneHM KpbUIbLIA, sl MBICIEHHO MOTSHYJAch K OCTaBJIEHHBIM O€3 MpHUCMOTpa
reposiM. UTo OHM yCIIeJI HATBOPUTb, NTOKAa MeHs He Obu10? [IoMHMTCS, OCTAaHOBUJIMCH HA TOM, YTO
neau Bukropus, Ooratas HacieHUIIA BUKOHTA, BIPYT OKa3biBaeTcs 0e3 CPeJCTB K CYILIECTBOBAHUIO
Y MOJJICPKKU POACTBEHHUKOB U IPY3€il.

ITpuBblYHAsA U1 Hee KU3Hb pyxHyJIa. Jleay coBepleHHO O[jHa, Ha Hee HacealoT KPeJUTOphl 1
CTPaHHbII POJICTBEHHUK, KOTOPbIM FapaHTUPYeT el (PMHAHCOBYIO MOAJEPKKY, €C/IM OHA CONIACUTCS
MOJIapUTh €My HOYb. B Hallle BpeMsi MHOTMe AEBYIIKM CaMU MIIYT TAKOTO MOKPOBUTEJIS, a OHA HeT.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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