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I'maBa Ne 1

YBuUIEB Ha TOpOre KBapTUPbl HOBOT'O TOCTS, 51 1aKe HE YIUBU-
Jack. CHavasa Ha CBSA3b CO MHOM BbILIEN 3/1b(), TOTOM IIPOSIBU-
Jlach MOTOMCTBEHHAsl BE/IbMa B IISITOM IOKOJIEHUU, TETEPh BOT
OpK.

Kazanoce Obl, camas momxofsias KOMIIAHMS JJis aBTopa
(baHTE3M, eci ObI He OTHO MaJIeHbKOE, HO TaKOe BaKHOE «HO».
Bce 310 nmponcxonmino He B (paHTa3uM, HE B aBTOPCKOM BBITY-
MaHHOM MUpE, a B p€aIbHOCTH.

N ecnu 31b6( 1 BeibMa oKa3aauch JAeTMKATHBIMU U 3asIBUJIH O
ce0e ¥ CBOMX MPETEH3USIX C TOMOIIbI0 IHTepHeTa, TO OpK pelu
3asIBUTHCS CaM.

B npunimne, oxugaemo. i ero Tunaxa Takoe Hax panmcToe
MOBEJICHUE OYEHb JaKe MOIXOAUT.

S1 co B3A0OXOM MOKOCHIIACh Ha OOKAJ KPaCHOTO BHHA B CBOEH
pPYKe — H-/1a, €CJIM HeJeJIs He 3a7aJ1ach C MOHEIEIbHUKA, [ITYTIO
OBUIO pacCUUTHIBATh, YTO B MSTHUILY BEUEPOM MOXKHO paccia-
OWUTBCS U OTIIOXHYTh.

Cronsio oTrpeMeTh HOBOTOJHUM CaJII0TaM, KaK Ha4aJIUCh OT-
YEThl, a BMECTE C HUMH M HEPBOTPENKA. A €Ille MEHsI HAKOHEI-TO
MPUNJIACKIIM TIOCMOTPETh Ha KBApTUPY, NMOCTPOMKY KOTOPOH $
’KJlajia IeJbIX ABa Tojia, YTOOBI ITOHSATh, YTO €AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO
B HEWl C/IeJIaHO KAYECTBEHHO U3 OIUIAUYEHHBIX YCIYT — 3TO KUP-
nuyHas Kiuajaka. [lo kpaiiHeln Mepe, st HaIeloCh XOTS Obl Ha 3TO,



MOTOMY UTO BCE OCTAJIbHOE — OO0JIb, TIeYasib U JEHBI'M Ha BETEP.
Hy a Bno6aBok KO BCceM KOCSAKaM, B TBOPUYECKOH KU3HU Y MEHS
MOKa TOXE He OYeHb IIagko. MeHs MOJACTaBUIM U OCTaBUJIM B
OIMHOYECTBE pa3OMpaThCsl C BOHUKINEH TPOOIEMON.

Hleno B TOM, 4TO AM3aiiHEp, KOTOPOMY $ 3aKa3zajia OOJOKKY
JU1s1 OJHOTO U3 CBOMX POMAHOB, UCMOJIb30BaJIa HE CTOKOBBIE (O-
Torpacdui, a peasibHbIX Joaei. [la, OHM ueanbHO MOAXOIWIIU MO
TUNAXy — XyJOIIaBbIi MapeHb C IMaIeMOI Ha roJIoBe BBIIIsIEN
OYEHb MOXOKUM Ha 37b(a, a PKEBOJIOCAs AEBYIIKA — HA XUT-
pyIo BeibMy. DT0 ObLIM /IBa TJIABHBIX Teposi U3 TpeX. TpeTsum B
9TOW KOMITAaHWH BBICTYTIAJ I'PO3HBIN, HO CIIPaBeTUBBIN OpK. O0-
JIO)KKa MHE OYeHb [TOHPABUJIACh, HO HE yCIesIa OHA U HECKOJIBKUX
JTHEU TIPOBMCETh Ha CaiTe, TJe 5 pa3Melllal KHUTU, Kak CriepBa
KO MHE [0 CKaiIy MpUIIET BbISICHATh OTHOUIEHUsI TOT CaMblid
311b(, a Yepe3 JeHb — Ta camasi BeJbMa.

[oHsATHSA HE UMelo, KaK OHU y3HaU ceOs1 Ha OOJIOKKe Tocie
JierKoro (hoToIona, ¥ Kak BOOOIIe 3aMEeTHIIN Ty OOJIOXKKY, HO
10CJIe JIOJTUX Y U3HYPUTEJIbHBIX MEPEeroBOpPOB KOH(MIMKT yaa-
J0ch 3aMsTh. OTYaCTH MOMOIJIO TO, YTO Mbl BCE OKa3aJIUCh U3
OJIHOTO rOpojia M BCEM HaM B JIETCTBE YCIIeJN BHYIIUTh, UTO 3eM-
JISIKOB HE 3aKaIbIBAIOT, UM 110 BO3MOKHOCTU TIOMOTAIOT.

Sl nmpuHecna u3BMHEHNs1, yOpaa ¢ caiita OOJIOKKY M 3aKa3asia
HOBYIO y JPyroro Au3aiHepa.

A crycTsl HECKOJIBKO JTHEU 2/1b() CHOBA MHE Hamucall.

Ha 310T pa3 on gaBan oduimanbHOe pa3pelieHne UCTonb30-
BaTh Ha OOJIOXKKE CBOU 0Opa3, eciv B3aMeH s Oy/1y peKOMEH 10~



BaTh CBOMM YHUTaTeNsIM IMOKYyNaTh y Hero auaneMsl. He cymes
NIPE/ICTaBUTh HU OTHOM CBOEW UMTATETIbHUIIBI C MPUYYIUBBIM
00O0JIKOM Ha TOJIOBE, 51 OTKa3aJlach OT CAGIKH — K CUaCThlo, ya-
JI0Ch 0OOMTHCH O€3 BOSHUKHOBEHUSI OYara HOBOro KOH(IMKTA.

Hemasio MeHs1 yAMBUIIO, YTO CIYCTSI HECKOJIBKO THEH JIeBYIII-
Ka-BeJjbMa TOXe CHOBA BHIIIUIA HAa cBs3b. HO, B oTiimume ot pac-
YeTJIMBOTO 1b(]a, OHA MO3BOJIMIIA UCTIONB30BATh CBOM (DOTOrpa-
¢um npocro Tak, 6e3 Kakux-11odo yciaoBuid. f nodmarogapuia
JEBYIIIKY, HO TOXE BEXKJMBO OTKAa3aJlach: CBOIO BEIbMY 51 yXke
NpeJICTaBIsIa He TaK.

[Toka HOBBIN AM3aiiHep pabOTal HaJl HOBOHM OOJIOXKKOIA, 51 Bce
HOJCITY/THO KJaJ1a, KOrja e noxanyet opk. [Totom pemmia, uto
ero oOpa3 U3 Kakoro-To MHOCTPAHHOTO (PMJIbMa M YCTIOKOMJIACh.
He BceM jxe aKTUBHO OpOAUTD IO TPOCTOPAM CETH U KHUTh B MO-
€M Tropojie, IMyCTh Jake OH U OOJIBITION.

CnoBoMm, HepBHas y MEH# Bbl1aJ1ach HEJIeJIbKa, YTO U CKa3arh.

[TpubexaB cerognsi ¢ pabOTHI, s1 BKJIIOYMIA HOYTOYK U TLjIec-
HyJa B OOKaJl HEMHOTO BHUHA, YTOOBI YCTIOKOMTBHCSI U COTPETHCS.
31Ma HaKOHeIl-TO BCIIOMHWJIA, YTO 3TO ee Mopa U pelimia 3a-
SIBUTh O ceOe He TOJILKO CHEr'OM, HO U MOPO30M. A sl HAKOHEII-TO
MOHSJIA, YTO CMYILAJIIO MEHSI B MOEM HOBOM POMaHe, U CIIeIlu-
JIa TIOAKOPPEKTUPOBATh STOT MOMEHT, MOKa 03apeHre CHOBA HE
YCKOJIB3HYJIO. A TO BUJIBHET KallPU3HBIM PHIKHUM XBOCTOM, H 5KJTU
€ro oToM BHOBBb!

Tonbko s cena 3a CTOJ, TOJBKO coOpajack MopadoTaTh, W
BAPYT 3BOHOK. ..



[TonaTuss He MMelo, 3aUeM Tolia OTKpbiBaTh. Hukoro He
kKJasa, ycrania, Obljla TBEpIO YBEpeHa, YTO KTO-TO MPOCTO OIMIHO-
Csl ABEPDIO, HO KaK MOATOJKHYJIO YTO-TO. W 1 HE TOJIbKO OTOpBa-
Jlack OT HOYTOyKa W CTPOK B BOpJIE, HO M 3aMOK OTKpbLIa, He
CIIPOCUB, KTO TaM, U TIOYEMY-TO HAIIPOUb 3a0bIB MPO TIIA30K.

A Bor...

[Noxkanyucra.

Opk.

Tor camblil, YTO Ha OOJIOKKE.

Cyns no OKpyIIMBIIMMCS [JIa3aM TOCTSl, OH MaJI0 paCCUUTHI-
BaJI HA TO, YTO Mbl BCTPETUMCSI TaK JIETKO. A eciiu OpaTh BO BHU-
MaHHUE CBUCAIOIIUN C €ro Ijleda OrPOMHBIA MEIIOK, B KOTOPOM
MoM (hIHTE3UMHBbIE TePOU HOCUJIM HEJCNIbHBIN 3ariac e/ibl, SIBHO
TOTOBUJICS K JIOJITOi ocajie. XOTsl, BO3MOXXHO, MEIIIOK — 9TO 3JIe-
MEHT CHJIOBOU TPEHUPOBKH, IIOTOMY CTOJIb BHYIITUTE/IbHbIE ra0a-
PUTHI: METpPa JIBa B BLICOTY ¥l TPUMEPHO METP B IIIMPUHY, O3 Ma-
JISUIIIEr0 HAaMeKa Ha JKUp, YKa3blBaJIM Ha TO, YTO TEJIy MYKUMHA
yIEJISUT Ky/ia O0JTbIlie BHUMAHUSI, YeM efie.

[Mo3a rocts, Kak ¥ B3MJIs UCTIONIOObs, ObUIa HAMIPS)KSHHOM:
CWIbHBIE PYKHU CKPEIlIeHbl Ha TPY/IU, CUJIbHbIE HOTH PACCTABJIEHBI
B CTOPOHBI, KaK [IB€ KOJIOHHBI. YTPOKAIOIIYI0 KAPTUHY JIOMOJHSI-
JIY 3€JICHOBATBIM LIBET KOKU, OTCYTCTBUE BOJIOC HA TOJIOBE, MIPU-
IUTIOCHYTHIM HOC, BapBapcKasi OlIeXk/1a, UICKYCHO CJIETUIEHHAs U3
Pa3HOMACTHBIX KYCKOB TKaHU U IIKYP, C:KaTble JJO CKPUIIa YeJio-
CTU ¥ BOMHCTBEHHO TOpUAIllie Ha/l HYKHEW TyOou JIBa KJTbIKA.

— Briewamisiet, — olieHMIa 1 MACKMPOBKY, a 3AMETUB MACCHUB-



HBII TOTMIOP, OTYETJIMBO BUIHEIOIINICS 32 CIIMHON MOETO BU3UTE-
pa, yabiOHyIack: — Hazetoch, MBI Bce ke perM Hairy MajieHb-
KyIo ripoGniemMy 6e3 KpoBu?

[To rpo3HOMYy pBIKY, pa3aaBIIeMycsi B OTBET, IMOHsUIA, YTO
OPK BO3HUKIITYIO ITpoOJIieMy MajleHbKOM He cuutaeT. [lonbitanach
NIPUKHUHYTh, CKOJILKO OH MOXET IMOTpedoBath jieHer. [ToroM rpu-
KHUHYJIA, CKOJIBKO Y MEHsI OCTaJIOCh TMOCJe HEIaBHEero morariie-
HUS UIMOTEKU. 3a 3TO BpeMsl pbluaHKie OpKa CTajio 0ojiee rpoM-
KHMM ¥ TPO3HBIM, a 5 TIOICYMTAJIa K OCO3HAJIA, YTO OH MPABUJIBHO
JyBCTBYET. Bpsij 1 Hallly CeroHSIIHIO BCTPEUy MOXHO OyaeT
CUUTATh YCTICIITHOM.

A BOT ec/ii OH corflacuTCs MOAOXKIATh /10 3apruiatel... Mm
BO3bMET MaHJAPUHKAMH, KOTOPHIMHU $I 3allOJHUJIA XOJIOAUIIb-

— INocnymaiite, — s1 Bce *ke MocTapaiach 3aMsATh HEJTOBKUI
MoOMeHT. — JlaBaiiTe ¢ BaMu JOTOBOPUMCSI, KaK B3POCIIbIE JIIO/IU. . .

Opk mepecTast ppluaTh, C CUJION BTSHYJI B ce0s1 BO3AYX U TaK
CTpAIIIHO BBIMYYWJI I71a3a, YTO s pactepsiiack. MIHTEpecHO, 3TO
OH cO00Opa3uJI, YTO ero TearpajbHOE BBICTYIUIEHHE TaK W Orpa-
HUYUTCS OJHUM 3pUTeNieM, J1a ellle U rpoitner 6e3 orarsl? Vinu
HAKOHeIl YJIOBIJI apOMaT U3 KBapTUPHI HAa TIEPBOM 3Taxke, KOTO-
PbIil 3aCTaBJISUT BCEX JKUTEJIEH HAILIEro MoAbe3/1a He JOKUAATHCS
MEJIJIEHHOTO U CTapeHbKOro Jindra, a 00Ipo phiCauMTh IO JIeCT-
HUIIE ¥ BJIETaTh B CBOIO KBapTUPY C OOJErYeHHBIM BBIIOXOM U
CUACTIIMBOM YJIBIOKOM, /1aXke eCIi HEMMOBEPHO yCTasl Ha padoTe,
a IoMa Tpoe KpUYallMX JIETeH U KeHaA C 3arOTOBJIEHHON CKAJIKOU



B PYKE.
Yro HU TOBOpH, a ABEHA/ALIATh KOTOB HA OJIHY 3JIOOHYIO Oa-

OyIIIKYy — 9TO OJIHO3HAYHO MHOTOBATO BBIXOJIWT.

W, HaBepHOe, OpKa BCTPEBOKMJI UMEHHO 3anax. /1o 3toro oH
CTOSLJI, IyCTh M HE B HACTPOEHUHU, HO CIIOKOMHO, a Ternepb CTall
MOJEPrUBaTh MPUILTIOCHYTHIM HOCOM M HEPBHO OIJISIIbIBATHCA.

YcapimaB, Kak I1e-TO CHU3Y CKPUITHYJa ABEPb, a KOIIAYMI
3arax yCUJIUJICS, sl OTCTyNUJIa BITyOb KOPUIOPA.

— Bxoaure, — npuriacuna 3aMenikasiierocst rocts. — Oocy-
UM getanu. Yaio nombem.

OpK 3aMHTEpECOBAHHO YCTaBUJICS HA OOKasl B MOEH pyKe.

— BuHo Toxe ecTb, — 106aBMIIA 1.

['ocTh ¢ COMHEHUEM XMBIKHYIL.

— Ha oavH 1e10BoM pa3roBop TOYHO XBaTUT, — 3aBEpuUJIa S

OpK CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, ClIeJIajl KaKOM-TO CTPAHHBIN XKECT Py-
KO, TIOTOM TpHKaJICs IOOM K KOCSKY MOMX JIBEpey, mapy ce-
KYH[I IOMEIUTUPOBAJ U LIArHYJ BHYTPb.

— Mup... Bam, — Tpou3Hec OACOBUTO OH U BBIKHIAIOIIE YCTa-
BUJICSI HA MEHSI.

— Tak cpazy? — obpanoBanacs si. — Toraa 3akpsiBaiite 1Bepb,
OCTaBJISITE CBOM TOMOP U MEILOK, pa3yBalTeECh U MUJIOCTH MPO-
CUM.

'YkazaB rocTio B HallpaBJIEHUH CIIAJIbHU, 51 MOCTEInIa Ha KyX-
HI0. Beiynua Hauatyio OyThUIKY BUHA U3 XOJIOAUIbHUKA, OBICTPO
coopynwuia Hapesku. [ToroMm BcrioMHMIa 0 rabapuTax rocTsi ¥ O
TOM, YTO MBI Y€ TIOMUPWINChH, U IEPO CO3Jaia TOPKY U3 Oy-



TepOponoB. EnBa oTnpaBuia nepByo MapTuio B MUKPOBOJIHOB-
Ky, KaK 3a3BOHIJI MO MOOWJIbHBIH.

— Xenpka! Hy kak Thl TaM? — mocybIajics B TpPyOKe Har-
JIBIA rO1I0C Moero OpaTiia. — XOTb OT KOrO-TO Y:Ke CXJIONOTaIa Mo
IIanKe Wi TBOsI adepa Tak U colia Tede ¢ pyk?

— Kakoe pykonpukiaacTBo, AHTOH? — OTMaxHYJIach 5. — Mbl
’Ke TBOpYECKUe, MHTEJTMreHTHbIe oau. Harte opyaue — cioBo!

— Cpasy BUIHO, YTO Thl CTPOUUIIIL OUYEPEAHOI JTIOOOBHBIN PO-
MaH! — 3apxain oH. — Ctobko nacdoca, CTOJIbKO HErogoBaHus!
$1 OBl maske MOT MPUKUHYTHCS JIOXOM, YCTBHITUTHCS U TIOBEPHUTh
TeOe, ecu Obl BIPYT 3a0blT, KaK BCE MOE JETCTBO Thl HEMHJIO-
CEep/HO MeHs JiynuJa!

CrpanHoe fienio: AHTOH ObUT CTONb Oe3amadepHbIM, YTO MOT
3a0bITh 000 BceM. M 0 TOM, Kak 30BYT €r0 HOBYIO JIEBYIIKY, H O
TOM, KaKKe MPOAYKTHI €ro Npocuia KyluTh 1o JOpore Mama, 1 o
TOM, YTO [MOHEAEIBHUK — 3TO HE BOCKPECEHBE, U HAJI0 PAHO BCTA-
BaTh U UITH Ha paboTy. A BOT O JIByX IIUIENKAX, KOTOPbIE 51 MY
KOTJ1a-TO OTBECUJIA MO MATKOMY MECTY, 3a JBaJLaTh C JIMIIHUM
JeT 3a0bITh TaK U He cMor. 11 MHe He TO3BOJISLT 3TOTO C/eNaTh,
MIPUIIKCHIBASI CBOIO JIETCKYIO TPAaBMY KO BCEM CBOMM HBIHELLIHUM
6enam. U monpekast mpoInuibMy, J1a.

— D70 Belb U3-3a TeOs 5 TaK PEAKO MOSIBIISIICS Ha IIKOJIbHBIX
ypokax! — B TpyOKe MOCIBIIIAJICS MMOYTH HACTOSIIIUI BCXJIUIL. —
4l npocto He Mor CIOKOMHO cuaeTh! UTo yIMBUTENBHOIO, €CIIU
Terepb MHE KaKeTCsl CIPaBeJIUBbIM, YTO KTO-HUOY/Ib, MYCTh U
TaK MO3JIHO, HO OTOMCTHUT 3a MeHsl! Tak uro, TepemkoBa, 3aBa-



py1ka obina?

— W He Hapneiics, — paccTponna xanoomuka. — U ecim 1o
BCIIOMHMIIb €Ille KOe-YTO U3 CBOETO MeyYalbHOro JETCTBa, MOi-
Melis ioyemMy. 51 He pa3 Tede roBOpUJIa, YTO €I MOCTapaThes
Y 3aXOTETh, MOYTH BCE MPOOJIEMbI PelaeMbl.

— W 4r0, 3Ta TOXKE? — MPOTAHYN Pa304apOBAHHO OH. — TBI UTO,
OT/IesIaach BOT TaK MPOCTO U JeUIeBO?

— Hy He npocTo, — g gocTana 13 MUKpPOBOJIHOBKY MOCJIEIHION
nopiuio 0yTepOpOIOB U OKMHYJIA B3IJISAOM OYTBIIKY KPACHOTO
BuHa. — 1 He genteBo, HO...

HeBHsATHBIN OyOHEX) M3 MOE KOMHAThI 3aCTaBWJI MPEPBATh
Oeceny ¢ OparoM U mocnenuTh K roctio. [logxBatuB OyTBHUIKY
MO/l MBIILIKY, 51 B3sUIa JIBE TApeJKU W OTIIPaBWJIACh HA MUPHBIE
[IEpErOBOPHI.

Ho Ha nopore KOMHaThbl pe3KO OCTAHOBUJIACH.

A Mou 3aMeTaBIIMECs MBICJIM KaK-TO MaJl0 HACTpauBaId Ha
Ipyxk0y U MUp.

Majo Toro, 4to roctb He pasyJicsi U MEIIOK U TOMOpP OCTaBHII
He y JBepH, a 3aHec B KoMHaTy! MaJo Toro, 4To BMECTO JUBaHa
U Kpecya OH BhIOpaJl MOM CTYJI, KOTOPbIN U3-32 OFPOMHBIX rada-
PUTOB CUJISIIIETO TENEPh OMACHO MOCKpUMbIBAJI! MaJio Toro, 4to
OH CHJIeJT 32 MOMM CTOJIOM M Tiepe]] MOHUTOPOM MOETO JTIOOUMO-
ro HoyTOyka! OH ele 1 HarJio uuTai 1o, yro Bujen! CHavyana
YyTh CJIBIILIHO YUTAJI, 4 3aAMETUB MEHS1, — 3HAUYUTEJIbHO IPOMYE.

— «3Haeuwtv umo, mMosi 0opoeasi...» — Hayall OH MPOU3HOCUTD
IO CJIOTaM.



OTBIeKCs1, MPUKAJICS TOOM K 9KpaHy HOyTOyKa ¥ TIPOJOJIKUI
Ky/a yBepeHHEel, JIOBKO Niepe/iaBasi BECh CIIEKTP UCTIBITHIBAEMbIX
9MOIIMI: OT CUJIBHOTO YIUBJIEHUSI, IO IOKA U TIOTPSICEHUSI. . .

«— 3Haeub umo, Most 00po2asi... — NPOUUNEN MHE 8 YXO meM-
HOBONOCHIIL He3HAKOMEY, U C CUNOLL npudxcan Kk 0gepu ooma. — Tel
ece-maxu oyoeutv moeii! A ece ons amozo coenaro! A nepesepny
amom mup, ecau nompeoyemcs! Ho mot 6ydem emecme!

C mpyoom Obliua om GONHEHUS, 51 PEUUNACH NOCMOMPENb 8
21a3a ysema Heoda U NoHsiaa, umo od... O, 0a, OH OelicmeUMenbHO
eepum 6 mo, umo ceiuac zoeopum! H e2o ne éonnosano, éepro au
6 3MO .

On npocmo cmasun mers nepeo paxmom!

A 6yoy ezo...

A 6yoy npunaonexcamo 5momy MyHcuure. ..

Bbyoy no npasy npukacamvcs Kk €20 WeAKOBUCTBIM 80N0CAM,
OYOy KpYorcumo nansbydmu no e2o uekam, no0OOpooKy, Youes-
SCb, KAK Y MAKozo CYpo8ozo MYNCUUHbL MOdicem Oblmb maxas
21A0KAsL U HEHCHASL KOJICA.

Kmo 6v1 nosepun, umo s, He3paunasi cmapas 0esa, Komopasi
MO21A MeUmamsv AUUb O MOM, UMOObl 8 MOeLl HCUSHU NOSGUN-
€51 KOm NOCNOKOUHeEN U CKPACUN MOU MUXue 8eepa, cmoey CHOB8A
Hacaaxcoamvcsi pacceemamu. M umenHo s, ecau peuyco, cmo-
2y ecmpeuams no Yympam 3mom 632450, HaNONHEHHbIE CUHEBOL,
000pomoIi, dHcenranuem u A008bwio.

9mo Kazanocy uem-mo He8epoOSIMHbIM, HO. ..

9mo 6vL10 peanrvHocmubio. Moeli peaavHocmbio.



A eute...

A 3Hana, wyecmeosana @ 3Mom MOMEHN, UMO HCU3Hb MOS.
Oonvue He 6yoem npedicreil. Sl mozy noneimamscs yoexcams —
OH 002oHum. A Mo2y nonvimamocs CNPsiMAamuvcst — OH HALioem.
Eouncmeennoe, uezo s ne Mozy — 3mo nonvimamucsi 3a0blims €20.
Tomomy umo ox 3mozo He nO360AUM.

Ja u s ne cmoey...

Kax mooicro 3a061ims moeo, u3-3a K02o moe muxoe cepoue CHo-
60 2DOMKO 3A0UNOCH ?

A 6yoy ezo...

Taxue 2pomoenactvle 3as61eHUSL CO CMOPOHLL ONA20POOHO20
A0pOa NO OMHOULEHUIO K HUYEM He NPUMEUAMEeNbHOU, U menepb
oagice He COCMOSIMENbHOU HCEHUUHE, KA3AMCL CYMACULECTBU-
em. besymuem. Hasasxcoenuem. Caraokum cHoM.

—Ckagxcut. .. — WenHYA OH, CKAOHSSCb K MOUM NPUOMKPLINBIM
2yoam, — ckadxcu MHe...

A 3amepnra ucnyzanHol NMUYKOL, U KAXCEMCsl, CO8CeM nepe-
cmana Ovluams, K020a €20 naney, NPUKOCHYACS K MOUM YCmam.

— Cxaoicu.... —nosmopun o 2ayute, U st HeBOAbHO NOMSIHYAACH
K HeMy, mooObl paccAblams, u. ..

Heooicuoanno o0pasz myscuuvl HAUAA pACNAbLIBAMbCsl, 80pY2
NOKA3aN0Cb, YMo 3a KPACUBLIMU, APUCMOKPAMUYECKUMU Uepma-
MU 20pOa cKpvisaemcs Kakoe-mo moxramoe uyoosuuge. Cnosa
MYJHCUUHBL CIANU HEPA3DOPUUBLIMU, A BCKOPE U BOBCE NPEBPANIUL-
AUCL 8 cMpanHoe wunerue. 1 omuemaugo MoxicHo 0blao pazo-
Opams MonbKo CIMyK MOe20 cepoua, 3a0UBULE20CS NYULE NPEXHCHE-



20, U wenecm OpeeHezo necd, OKPYICaroue20 poO08oLi OCOOHSIK.
Hmenno 6 mom momenm s HaKOHeY, NOHAAA, YMO...»

Tak Kak JaJipllie HUYEro HamrcaHo He ObLI0, OPK MpepBaJiCs
Y CHOBA B3IVISIHY/I HA MEHSI.

A 4, 32 TO BpeMsi, IOKa OH YUTaJI, YCIeIa pa3MEeCTUTh BUHO U
3aKyCKM Ha XypHAJIbHOM CTOJIMKE, IOCTaTh JBa OOKaja, 3aHSATh
KPEC/IO U YCIOKOUThCs. KOHEYHO, 51 He pacCuMThIBasia, 4To Mep-
BbIM UMTATEJIEM MOETO HOBOT'O POMaHA CTaHET MY:KYMHA, HO €CIIN
TaK MOJIY4UJIOCh, IPEX HE BOCIIOIb30BATLCS MOMEHTOM. Bapyr y
Hero Oy/yT Kakue-HUOYIb pa3yMHbIe 3aMevaHus, MoJie3Has JIIs
MEeHs KpUTHUKA, Jiyuliie Obl B MSATKON (hopMe, KOHEUYHO. . .

— W ut0 3710 32 6pen?! — u3yMIIEHHO BBIIABIIT OPK.



I'maBa Ne 2

[TpuHAB Kak (akT, 4YTO My)KYMHAM YUTATh KEHCKHE POMAaHbI
KaTeropuyecky He PeKOMEHYeTCsl, s OSICHUIIA!

— ®sHTe3u. Pomantudeckoe. [1po mo60Bb.

— ®aHTazui. .. — MpoOOPMOTAJ 33lyMUUBO OpK. — TBOM?

— Mou.

3T0 B LIKOJIE, KOTJa TETPAIKH, UCITUCAHHBIE MOUM MEJIKUM
NOYEPKOM, XOAMJIM OT OTHOM MOJPYKKH K IPyroi, a MOTOM ObUIN
nepexBavyeHbl KJIACCHBIM PYKOBOIOUTENEM, 51 cKa3alia, YTo Mpo-
CTO-HAIPOCTO NEPENUChiBaia KHUTY, KOTOPYIO HAllLIA Y pOIUTe-
neit. U med Moil UCKpeHHE BEpuJl, 4TO, pa3 y MEHsI HET MyXka,
s )KVIBY UCKJTIOUMTENTHHO PaOOTOH 1 KOJUIEKTUBOM — IPYyTHe WH-
Tepechl TPYIHO ceOe U MPeJCTaBUTh. A OPK W3HAYAJILHO 3HAJ, K
KOMY IPUILIE] — TaK YTO CMBICJ OTITUPATHCS?

— UyaHo, — rocTh HEJOYMEHHO IMOKAa4aJsl TOJIOBOM, B3AOXHYI U
TJIyMJIMBO TTOKOCHJICSI Ha OYTHUIKY BHHA.

— [IpucaxuBaiitech, — MPeIJIOKUIA EMY pa3MECTUTHCS Ha JH-
BaHe, MOOJIMKe K CTOJIMKY, a KOIJIa OH TaK U CHeJiall, He BblIep-
’Kaja M BCe-TaKu TMOMHTEPECOBaNach: — A 4TO UMEHHO B 3TON
UCTOPUHU HE TaK, M0 BalleMy MHEHUIO?

C ogHOM CTOPOHBI, 324€M MHE MHEHHUE TOT0, KTO SIBHO HE I10-
KJIOHHUK TpOraTejibHbIX UCTOpUi? A ¢ Ipyroil — s ¥ cama 4yB-
CTBOBAJIa, YTO YTO-TO B TOM POMaHe He TO, MO3TOMY U He To-
Ka3blBaJia ee yuTaresasiM. ToT Kycouek, KOTOpBIi MpoYesn Myx-



YMHA, HUKYAA JJIbIlle MEHsI U HETO He YHJIET, MoKa 51 He pa3oe-
pychk. Ho ¢ Gosnbimoii gosneit BeposATHOCTH, OyieT 0e3KaT0CTHO
YHUYTOXEH.

Kanb, KOHEUHO — TpH Yyaca pabOThl CHOBA KOTY MOJ XBOCT.
[Tpyyem He TakOMy CHOKOMHOMY KOTY, O KOTOPOM MedTajia
HEKOI/Ia TePOMHSI pOMaHa, a MEP3KO XUXUKAIOIIeMY, C PhIKAM
MYIIACTBIM XBOCTOM, KOTOPBIM OH TIOKPYTHUT Y MEHS Tiepe]l HO-
COM U, BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, CBEPHET €ro TpyOOUKOil — BO BIIOJIHE
y3HABA€Mblii 3HaK.

KoHneuHo, Ha caMOM Jiesie HUKaKoOro KOTa y MeHsI HEeT, TIOTOMY
YTO MOKA s )KUBY Ha ChEMHOM KBapTUpE, a C )KUBOTHBIMHU MaJIO
KTO XOYeT cJjaBaTh. Bo-BTOPBIX, BCEM B HallleM TMOAbE3/Ie XBaTa-
et nutomiieB 6aowl [lycu ¢ mepBoro staxa. [la u BpeMeH y MeHs
Ha JKMBOTHBIX HET COBepIlieHHO. Ho MMeHHO Tak, B BUJE ITyIIH-
CTOTO U COBEPIIIEHHO HAIJIOrO PHIKETro KOTa, 5 IOYeMy-TO Tpel-
CTaBJIsiJIa CBOEro KanpusHoro Mysa.

He camas crpamHas craaust aBTopckon mm3odpennn. Heko-
TOpble BUIAT My3a B BUjie €HOTOB, OEJIOUEeK WU €XKHUKOB. A 'y
HEKOTOPBIX MX BOOOIIE HECKOJIBKO, M 3TO HE 3BEPbKH, a apemMep-
HbIE JIEBbl WA MYKUHHBI.

B o6riem, y kaxaoro cBoii 00pa3 Ko3jia OTIYIIEeHHUs, Ha KO-
TOPOTO MOXHO CIIMXHYTb IIPOBAJI HICTOPUU Y YUTATENIeH, JOITUIA
«HETUCeI», IMJIOX0e HACTPOEHHE U CaMyl0 OOBIKHOBEHHYIO JIeHb.

— Tak 4yT0? — moTopornuIa s TOCTs1 C OTBETOM.

— JlaBaii IOCMOTPUM, — 3aMETHO pa3Io0peB Iocje MepBOn
cTonku OyTepOponoB M OOKana BUHA, OPK OKMHYJI MEHS MpH-



CTaJIbHBIM B3DIsiAOM. — Mtak. M3 ganHO# (paHTa3uu sICHO, 4TO
repoi — cocrostesbHbIi. Kak aTo Tounee? Jlopn, na? OH — nop.
A 7eByIiika OblIa COCTOSATENILHOM, HO Koraa-T1o. YTo-T0 mpouso-
nuto. Terepb oHa B Oefie. A oH He TIpocTo xoueT ee. Ho xouer
B3BAJIUThH Ha ceOsl U ee TIPoOsIeMbl !

— Meura, a He My’K4MHA, HE TaK J1? — MOAJAKHYJA 1.

OpK MHOTO3HAYUTENILHO 3aMOJTYaI, 51 IOHSITJMBO HATOIHUIA
ero OOKajJ BUHOM, YOUBJISSACH, KAK OH YMYAPSIETCS HE CTyJaTh
MCKYCCTBEHHBIMHU KJIBIKAMH 110 XPYIIKOMY CTEKJTy. A TIOTOM MPO-
[IUIACh HA KyXHIO U MpPUHEC]Aa MAaHJAPUHKU U MUBHYIO KPYXKKY
OpaTa, KOTOPYIO TOT MOCJIe TIaphl JIET UCTIOIb30BAHUS PEIIIIT MHE
TOIApUTh Ha BOCBMOE MapTa. 3aObiB, YTO BOOOIIE-TO KOT/Ia-TO
3Ty KPY)KKY eMy rojapuia .

[log yBaxkaiomuM B3IJISOM TOCTS HAMOJMHUIA KPYXKKY [0
KpaeB M jiocTasia u3 Oapa BTOPYIO OYTBUIKY, YTOOBI OH HE pac-
CTpauBaJICs, YTO MHE HE XBATUJIO Yl HAZIO ObI TTOAETUTHCS.

[Tocie 3TOro pasroBop MPOAOJIKHUIICS U ITPOTEKAIT YKe 3HAUH-
TEJIbHO Jlerde. A s CMOTpeJia Ha CBOIO UCTOPHIO UyKUMH IJ1a3a-
MH, U TJIe-TO XMXUKaJa, IJIe-TO COrIaIlanach, a rje-To MPUXOAu-
Jla COBCEeM K JIpyruMm BbiBogam. Ho!

Sl moHsIa, YTO aBTOPCKOE UyThe HE BpaJio, M UCTOPHUS JIeH-
CTBUTEJILHO HUKY/A HE TOAUTCHL.

Her, Bpone Obl 1 HETIJIOXO — I'epO MPHBJIEKAET, TePOUHST BbI-
3bIBa€T HEBOJILHOE COUYBCTBUE, IO CTPOKAM MATHU JIETKO, OLITNO-
KM TIOTOM TIOITPABSITCS, OTIEYaTKH BBUIOBSITCS, TIOTOMY YTO B KOH-
1€ TEKCT BBIYUTHIBAIO HE TOJIBKO 51, HO U MPOheCCUOHATIBHBIN pe-



JaKTOp, HO. ..

Hlo 4ero ke Bce 3TO CKY4HO!

U 6bu10 THICSAYY pa3 B Mpouux poMaHax. [la, HamucaHo Apy-
T'MMU CJIOBaMH U To-ipyromy. U Bce xe... Bce xe...

He 3ps He nexana y MeHs Ayllla K 9TOM «TPENeTHOW JIaHU».

— A naBaii-ka pazoepeM 3Ty (haHTa3UI0 HA KOHKPETHOM IPH-
Mepe! — JIEerkO OCYIIMB BTOPYIO KPYKKY C BUHOM, BbIJIBUHYJI
Npe/JIoKEHNe OPK M CHOBA B3MJIsIHYI Ha Oap, U3 KOTOPOro s J10-
craBasia OyTBUIKY.

— A nmasaiite!

[Mocne ucyesnysmielt ropku OyTepOpOIOB U JBYX OYTHUIOK
BUHA, 51 BCE PaBHO HE MOIJIA TOXE MEPEKJIOYUTHCS HA «ThI».
Hecmotpst Ha TO, 4TO rocTh MpUOer K 3Toi hopMe oOpaleHus,
e/1Ba IepeCTYyIUB Yepe3 MOPOr, MEHs YTO-TO YIEPKUBAJIO OT ITO-
ro. He 3Haio 4to, HO He pa3HMIla B Bo3pacte TOYHO. MHe /aBa-
JIIaTh JIEBSITh, MyKUMHE HA BUJ] OKOJIO TPUIIIATH MATH. A eciu
CMBITh 3TOT TPHUM, BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, UTO €My Jake MEHbIIIe,
YeM MHe.

[MonbiTanack pa3odparbes, U KakKeTcs, MOHSLIA. . .

Jleno B TOM, 4TO B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT Y MEHS1 BO3HUKJIO CTPaH-
HOE OlIyIlleHue, OyATo s Tpare3Huyvai co ceoum medom. Ko-
HEYHO ke, 9TO ObUT TOYHO He OH. M Takue acconuanyy BO3HUKJIIH
HE M3-3a TOr0, YTO JIMIO MOEro Iieda nocjae HEeKOTOPbIX KOPIIOo-
paTuBOB Jaxe Oe3 rpuMa ObIBaJIO 3eJIeHbIM, a He Jlajiee Kak ce-
TOHSI OH TOXKAJIOBAJICS, YTO Y HEr0 OUYeHb aKTHUBHO CTaJl MPOpe-
3aThCsl 3y0 MYIPOCTH.



[IpoCTO MUHTYUTUBHO UyBCTBOBAJIOChH, YTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBII
3arfisiHyI KO MHE B TOCTH, SIBHO TMPUBBIK YNpPaBisTh. [Ipuuem
HE IIIECTHIO JIIOIbMH, U3 KOTOPHIX COCTOSIT HAIll MOJIOJIOW U He
YHBIBAIOIINAM KOJUIEKTUB KOMITAHUH, KOTOPYIO 1Ie(] exkeMeCIIHO
yrpokaJl TO 3aKPbITh, TO KOMY-HUOY/Ib MOAAPHUTH, & PECYpCaMU
MOCOJIUIHEN. A 51 C pyKOBOJACTBOM BCer/a Aepxaja JUCTaHIIMIO.

— Bor ThI 3anucana anTasuio, — IpUCTYNIII K pa3oupareib-
cTBaM OpK. — Ml roBopHiIlLIb, 4TO 9TO MeYTa, a HEe My)XuuHa... Ho
Heykeu TeOe Obl Ha CaMOM JieJIe TAKOM MY>KUMHA TIOHPaBUIICS?

— OH cocTosiTeNIeH, TOTOB MPEJOCTaBUTh MOMOIIbL B Oejie, —
niepevrcinia s OUeBUIHbIE (PaKTHI.

— U Bce! — pipkHYT peHeOpekUTebHO TocTh. — [Iprkai ee
K JIBEpU, BUJUT, YTO OHA pacTasijia U He MPOTHB, a caM. .. «Cka-
KHU. .. CKQXU...» TOIbBKO U MOXET, YTO 3aUKATHCSI U TIOBTOPSITh-
ca! [la v To mienoTom, OyITO caM OracaeTcsi TOro, YTo OHa BO3b-
MET Ja U CKaxer!

3amMeTuB, UYTO s YJIBIOAIOCh, OPK B PACCTPOSHHBIX UyBCTBAX
cTaJj norjonars MaHaapuHky. Y moka s emy ux 4yucTuia, He Ha-
CTauBaJI Ha OTBETE — JIaBajl BpeMs ceOe YCIIOKOUThCS, 2 MHE T10-
ayMatb. Ho B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT MaHJaApUHKH 3aKOHYWIINCh.

— Hy na, — npu3Hana s, HakoHell. — 9TO repoil He MOMX CHOB.
Ho repouHe no Tunaxy mogxoaur.

— Yt0-4T0? — HE AOCIBIIIAT OPK.

— OHa Bcs Takasi paHuMasi, OH — 3araJIouHbId U 00T
BCE B3BIMTH Ha cedsi. Ero ciioBa M HarHeTaoT, U rpeloT YIIIu.
Ona rotoBa 3TH ymm pacrnaxuBath. K ToMy ke y Hee 00CTOSI-



TenbeTBa. OHU — UleasibHAS Tapa.

Opk OTKWHYJICS Ha CIUHKY JIMBaHa, MOAINEp KyJIaKoM TOJI-
OOpOIOK, KaKoe-TO BpeMs MPOCTO MEHsI pacCMaTpuBall, a Io-
TOM 3aJaJ1 BOMPOC, OT KOTOPOTO $1 MepecTasa B3AparuBarh ele
HECKOJTbKO JIET Ha3a/l.

— A rae TBoA ujeanbHas napa’?

U 51 oTBeTHIIa €My TOYHO TaK ke, Kak OTBevalsia BCeM OCTaJlb-
HBIM:

— 4l noka B Mmouckax.

— Cyqs 1o Tomy, 4TO 51 BUKY, — OPK IPOIIIEJICS TT0 MHE HeJI0-
BEPUYMBHIM B3IJISIIOM, — HE OUYEHb AaKTUBHBIX.

VY MeHsl He BO3HHMKJIO COOJIa3HA JIMXOPAJOYHO BBIUCKWBATD
3epKaJI0 U BCMATPUBAThCS B CBOE OTPaXKEHHe, UIla HEeJIOCTATKH,
9TOOBI TYT %€ OIUIaKaTh UX. 1 MpeKkpacHO 3HaJIa, YTO BUJIUT OPK.

JKeHIIMHY HEBBICOKOTO poCTa (B CPABHEHHH C €r0 JIByMsI MET-
paMu MOM METP CeMBbJIECST ObLTH MPOCTO KOMEWKaMu ), OOBIYHO-
IO TEJIOCIIOKEHUS1, KOTopasi MOIJia Obl TOAYEPKHYTh (PUTYPY YeM-
TO OOJIee OAXOAIIMM, YeM TIOTePThie PKUHCHI, (PyTOOJKA U BSI-
3aHas1 ynoOHast kodra. [IJIMHHBIE KAIlTaHOBBIE BOJIOCHI, €CJIN Obl
UX OCBOOOIWJIM U3 3aXBaTa PE3WHKOM, BRIIIsIIENU Obl Kyaa 3¢-
(bexTHEl, YeM B JaHHBIA MOMEHT. TpoHb TyOBl OJIECKOM, HapH-
CYH UepHble CTPEJIKU — JIUIO CTAHET BHIIJISIETh UHTEPECHEeH, a
cepble I71a3a CIPsTYYT YCTAJIOCTh U IIPUTBOPATCS MOJIOXKE.

4l mpekpacHO 3Haa, YTO MOTY BBIIJISIIETh Jiyuyine. VI BbIrIs-
Jenia, Koraa Obuta Ha paboTe. A ceiyac e s JIoma.

XoTs 3T0 BechMa HeygauHoe onpasaanue. Ommoncy OpK ofi-



HUM 3TaXXOM — MOEH coce/ike ObLIO Obl JOCTATOYHO TIOCMOTPETh
B IJIA30K, YTOOBI Uepe3 Mmapy CEKyH/I Mpe/ICTaTh B OOJeraremM
TJIaThe, Ha KaOJMyKax U C YK€ BBICBIXAIONIMM JIAKOM Ha HOTTSX.
W ona ObI monbITaIaCh TPOU3BECTH BIICUATIICHUE YEM-TO UHBIM,
HEKelM KpyxkKa 0e3 OeperoB, 0ObIYHBIE OyTepOpO/Ibl M YMCTKA
MaHJAPUHOK Ha CKOPOCTb.

51 e BCKpbUIa ouepe/iHylo OYTHUIKY BHHA, TIOUTH BCE CONEP-
’KMMOE BbLTHJIA B O€3IOHHYI0 KPYXKKY MYKYMHBI, HEMHOT'O OOHO-
BUJIa B OOKasle ceOe M MpoM3HeCIa MEPBBIA TOCT 3a BECh BeUuep:

— 3a noHumanue !

OpKy BUHO HPaBUJIOCh, TAK YTO OH MeHs MOjiepxal. A 1o-
TOM KaK-TO IOIIJIO U IOeXaio.

HagsepHoe, TOCTBI — 3TO TO, 4ero HaMm He XBaTajo. [ocTb
YBJIEKCSI, TPOM3HOCHJI X TPOMOIJIACHO U BeJTM4IaBo. ¢ 3aciyima-
JIaCh U CIIOKOWHO M JAJIbIlie OMyCTOIaia cBor 6ap. Mul cmes-
JIUCh, OH YTO-TO paccKasbiBajl MpPO CMBICT KEHIIWHBI B KU3HU
MYXKYHMHBL. §] ¢ HUM O 4eM-To criopujia, HO 63 0COO0I OXOTHI.

[MoHsATHSA HE UMEI0, KaK Mbl BHOBb CBEPHYJIM Ha KPUBYIO TPO-
MUHKY JIuTepatypbl. Ho MbI COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO CIEJIAJTU 3TO 3Psi.
Opk 3asBuII, YTO HAJO MUCATh TOJBLKO TO, B UEM YBEpeH, a He
NpUAYMbIBaTh. Sl BO3pasuia, uto nuiny (haHTE3M, & He Peaiu3M,
a (pHTE3M — ITO CKa3Ka, MeuTa, a MOMPOCTy — BhIMbICeIT. Takoun
ke, KaK CYIIeCTBOBaHUE OPKOB, K IMPUMeEpPY. A 3HAUUT, 3aKOHOB
HET HUKAKMX, U IUCaTh sl MOTY TakK, Kak Xouy!

Ha 4yT0 MO¥ rocTh POH3MJI MEHST HACTOJILKO TSKEJTBIM B3IJISI-
JIOM, YTO sI BIIEpBBbIe OOpaTHia BHUMAHUE HA KEJITHIN IIBET €r0



ra3. [lokazanoch Aaxe, 4YToO OHM CBEPKHYJIM, IPEaYyIpeKaas O
Om3KoM omacHOCTH. [IOHATIMBO MOKOCKHBIIUCH HA TOTIOP, JIekKa-
U Y HOT MY)KUUHBI, s 3aMoT4dajia. A BOT OH, NOTEPsIB BO MHE
OIIOHEHTA, BKOHEI[ Pa30ILeiCs U CTaJl BO3MYIIAThCS, YTO MC-
MOJIL30BATh €ro MOPTPeT 0e3 ero BHICOYAKIIEero Mo3BOJIeHus He
MIPOCTO HEMPABWJIBHO Y TPOTUBO3AKOHHO, & HaKa3yeMo. I n3Bu-
HIJIACh, HO KaK-TO HEyOeqUTEIbHO — M0JIaraio, u3-3a BUHa, yCTa-
JIOCTU Y YIUBJIEHUs1, YTO OH HU C TOTO, HU C CEr0 BCIIOMHUJI CTa-
poe, Korga Mbl yxke noMupuimcs. OH Belb caM TOBOPHJI !

Opk npomomkan pacnuHathesl. Kakoe-To BpeMs s myxke-
CTBEHHO JIepKajach, a TIOTOM, B3IJISIHYB Ha MYCThie OyTBUIKU U
HIKYPKM OT MaHJApUHOK, BCE K€ HAlIOMHUJIA U (paKTe HaIIero
NPUMHUPEHUSI U O TOM, YTO HA KEHILIMH KPUYaThb M3HAYAJIBHO
Heub3s. HenpasuibHO 310, A ecnu ele ¥ Ha X TEPpUTOPUHA, TO
K TOMY K€, HeBOCIIUTAaHHO, IIPOTUBO3AKOHHO U TOXE OBIBAET, UTO
HaKazyeMo.

[locnenHee MajoOBEpOSITHO B HAIIMX peavsiX, HO, BUIKUMO,
OPK BCE K€ MPOHUKCS, IOTOMY YTO YMOJIK.

JloJro nusmi MeHs B3IJIs1I0M, ITOKa 51 OTKPBITO ITOCMaTpUBasa
Ha 4ackl ¥ Ha ABEPH, IOTOM II€peceI Ha CTYJ1, 3aKpbUI [J1a3a, IPU-
CJIOHMJICS JIOOM K 9KpaHy MOEro HOyTOyKa U cTajl 00pMOTaTh:

— «TBOM BOJIOCHI CBOJISAIT C yMa», « 5 — ist Te0si», «[lomamanka
— OHa, HO PUHIL MOM», «O, MOW KOPOJIb. . .», «3aMOK JIEIIIETO». . .
Astop — EBrenus Tepemkoga. ..

[oHsTHSA HE UMETo, KaK OPKY YIaJI0Ch [POYECTh HA3BAaHUS MO-
UX MOCJIEJHUX POMAHOB, TIOTOMY UTO Y HETO He TOJIbKO OBLITH 3a-



KPBITHI [71a3a, HO U 9KpaH OcTaBajicsi TeMHbIM. CTajlo HEMHOTO
KYTKO, HO CaMyl0 MaJIOCTh — I10JIaralo, OIATh K€ U3-3a BUHA. A
NOTOM $1 TIOHSIJIa, B YeM, COOCTBEHHO, /€0 — OH BeJlb 3HaJl, K
KOMY I1IeJT, U, OOJIerYeHHO B3JI0XHYB, MOXBaJIMUIA:

— Xopomiasi MoAroToBKa.

— XOpoumi KapbepHBIA POCT, — XMBIKHYJI OH U 3aJepXKaJl Ha
MHE BHMMaTe/bHbI B3I, — Thl Oblia Hempasa, HO MPUHEC-
Jla U3BMHEHMS. Sl TOXe... HECKOJIbKO MOTrOpsSTYMIICS M 3a0bLT O
TOM, YTO ThI IOOPOBOJIHHO MPHHSLIIA MEHSI B CBoeM jiome. Jlymario,
MOKHO TPU3HATh, YTO Mbl 002 OBUTM HEMHOTO HETpaBhl. A UTO
KaCaeTcs HaIlero Cropa. ...

A Hanpsrnace.

A 1OTOM MOACKOYMJIA C KPECa, YKaJeHHAs UHTYUIUEH.

—3alyaem o Hem! M BooO111€e, Y7Ke MO3HO, TOpa pacXOAUThCH,
pana Oblia IIO3HAKOMUTHCH. . .

— Ilo3aHo, A3, — MyX4MHa C YCMEIIKOW KUBHYI. — M3 TBOMX
(paHTa3MIi 1 KOE-UTO MOHS, ClIENAT BHIBO U IPUHSI pellieHue !
OH nopHAI ¢ noJia TONop, NOAXBATHII MEIIOK Y NOAHSIICA.

S nonATHnace.

OpK ycMeXHyJICs — Ha TOT pa3 [0Ka3ajioCh, UTO y HET'O CBEPK-
HYJIA HE TOJbKO IJ1a3a, HO U KJbIKU. [Ipuuem cBepKHyIM Tak
SIPKO, YTO 5 3aKMypuiiack. TOMBKO M3-3a BHE3AITHOM BCIIBIIIKHY,
€CTECTBEHHO, a HE CTpaxa.

A Korja OTKpbUIa IJ1a3a, 0Ka3ajoch, UYTO 51y CTEHbI, OPK YKe
Ha/I0 MHOM HaBHCAET, a 51 HE B COCTOSIHUM HE TOJIbKO OTO/IBU-
HYTbCSl WJIM MOLIEBEIUTHCS — 51 IaXke cKa3aTh HUYEero He Mory!



— 51 orripaBo Te€OsI B HACTOSIIIYIO CKa3Ky, — YCIIbIIIAIa rOJIoC
MEP3KOro OpKa, OMbITATACh JEPHYTh TOJIOBOW, HO HE BBIILIO. —
He Gnarogapu. Cunrtail 3T0 MO M1aToi 3a TerUIblid KPOB.

Hwuuero xopotiiero ero odelaHue He Cy/usio, He XOTeJIOCh MHE
B 3Ty CKa3Ky. {l mombitasack OOBSCHUTD, UTO JydIlas IJiarta 3a
Moe pajiylivie — He TMHHBIC peyuH, a HeMeJIJICHHBIN U, JKeJlaTelTb-
HO, OE3BO3BPATHBIN YXOJ C MOEW TEPPUTOPUH, HO SI3BIK CJIOBHO
TIPUJIMIT ¥ OTKA3bIBAJICS TIOIIEBEIUTHCS.

— A ernie 310 caMo cOOOH pa3pelnT Halll MaJIeHbKUI CIIop, —
TIPOIOJIKIIT HEBO3MYTHMO OpK. — 3a4eM TPaTUTh BpeMsI Ha pa3-
TOBOPBI, €CJIM BO BCEM MOXKHO YOeIUThCs Ha TpakTuke? Xouy
MIOCMOTPETh Ha MOMEHT, KOT/Ia Thl MIOMMeIllb, YTO MIPaBUJIA U 3a-
KOHBI CYIIIECTBYIOT HE TOJILKO B TBOeH peasibHOCcTH. Hy U ere,
NPU3HAIOCH, TH pa30yanIa MOe JIIOOMBITCTBO U MHE MTPOCTO HE
TePIUTCS MPOYUTATH, YTO ThI HAIMUIIIEIIH TIOCJIE BCTPEYH CO CBO-
UM H/I€aIbHbIM MYKUMHOW !

4l momeITanack 3a0path, yIapuTh, BO33BaTh K COBECTU, HAKO-
Hell, HO. ..

B cnenyornyio ceKyHay OpK HaKMHYJI Ha MEHsI MEIIOK, U S
MHoroe rnosiia. [leppoe — cBo10 KaHAWAATYPY OH TOJIBKO YTO pa3
Y HaBCEI/a BHIUEPKHYJ U3 BO3MOKHOTO CIMCKA KaHAWIATOB HA
UJIeasIbHOCTh. BTOpoe — OyneT cKka3kou, eciu 1 BHOepyCh U3 ITOH
niepenpsru xxuBoi. Hy u TpeTbe — 1oKa HaJlo pajioBaThCst TOMY,
YTO B MEIIIOK $1 Bie3/a 0e3 ycepaus Tornopa.

A TIOTOM £ OIIYTHJIA, KaK B3JIETAIO.

N ygepes cexynay naaaio.



IMagaro mosro.

[o otymieHusIM ¢ TaKOM BBICOTHI, HA KOTOPYIO TOUHO HE TMOJ-
HUMAJIUCh HU sI, HA OPK, HU MEIIIOK !

4l 3akpuyana ot yxaca.

Ho kpuka, ectecTBeHHO, He OBLIO.

TomnbKo XpHIl.

MenbKHYIa HaJexAa, 4To He mpoiaibHbeiid. [Totomy 4TO s
NpOTUB CKa3ok Oe3 xanmu-3uaa! Y BooOine, no-mMoemy, camast
Jydinast ¥ 1o0pasi CKa3Ka — 3TO KOrjja OpK IorudaeT Ha mepBOu
CTpaHUIIE, He CYMEB JI00PaThCs /IO KWINIIA XPYITKOU, HEPBHOW
Y yCTaBlIEW 32 HeJesi0 TepOUHU POMaHa.

4l BooOIIIE Bceraa oueHb Oepery cBoux repoeB. [lomkHa xe
OBbITh KaKasi-ToO MOOIAKKA TAKOMY 100pOMYy aBTOpYy?

Xnon!

Xmor.

Oy...

Kaxercs, npuzemManimch.

Ho raoe?!

[Toka Bce, 4TO 5 BUAEA, HATOMUHAJIO KAKYIO-TO HEA0OPYIO
CKa3Ky.



I'maBa Ne 3

BbIIO I0BOJILHO TEMHO, HO JIYHHBIW CBET, JIBIOIIMICS Yepe3
MHOKECTBO HEOOJIBIIMX OKOIIEK, IMO3BOJIAI ITOHATH, YTO S B
HE3HAKOMOU KOMHaTe. A Tak Xe JIaBaJl pACCMOTPETh OYepTaHUS
CTYJIb€B, KOMOJIa ¥ KPOBaTH HETIOJAJICKY.

Kcratu, HeCMOTpsl Ha HAJIMYKE CMAJIbHOTO MECTa, 51 IIaIMSs
Jiexkasa Ha TBepIOM TOJTy, U UMEHHO C 9TOW O3UIMU PacCMaTpH-
Basia 00cTaHOBKY. OT 3aTXJIOrO 3amaxa B KOMHATe Y MeHsI 3aHbLIO
B BHCKaX U CTaJI0 OOJBHO I1a3aM. Bno6aBok Ko BceMy, ObUTO Ha-
CTOJIBKO KapKo, 4TO 51 BITOJIHE JOIMYCKala MbIC/Ib, YTO MTPUYMHA
HETIPUATHOTO apoMarta — He 3alyIIeHHOCTh KOMHATHI, & IMEHHO
o.

[ToT He MPOCTO GIArOPOTHO BHICTYIIUIT KaIleIbKaMH UCITAPHHBI
Ha MoeM Ji0y. OH OyKBaJIbHO CTeKasl pydyerdKamMu, Kak OyaTo s
HE JIeXajla B JaHHBIA MOMEHT, a aKTUBHO Oexayia Ha OeroBou
JTOPOXXKE, UCTIOJB3YsT MAKCUMATbHYIO CKOPOCTb.

Mos onexaa MpUIMIUIa K TeJly, €€ XOTEeJIOCh COfIparh, WA
XOTs1 Obl CHATH KOo(pTy! HO TOIBITKA TMOIIEBEIMTLCS MPUBEIA K
CHJIBHOMY TOJIOBOKpY:keHu10. [IpUIuiock 3aKphITh IJ1a3a U nepe-
’KJIaTh, KOIJIa CTAHET JIerJe.

B Kako#i-T0 MOMEHT IMOKAa3aJIoCh, UYTO 1 OKOHYATEJILHO Talo,
KaK CHErOBHK, IMOTOMY YTO JIMIO HEOXHUJIAHHO OKYHYJIOCh BO
YTO-TO MOKPOE, a paHee JIyKH MoOIM30CTH He Haosmoanock. OT-
KPBIB I71a3a, 51 HECKOJIBKO Pa3 MOPTHYJIa, YTOOBI XOTh YTO-HUOYIb



pazoOpath, a MOTOM OTYETJIMBO yBUJENA JJIUHHbIE OeJble YCHI.

OHM HEMHOTO CBETHWJINCh, HABEPHOE, U3-3a JIYHHOTO CBETa, U
TeM CaMbIM TO3BOJIMJIM PACCMOTPETh JJIMHHBIN 3bIK, HATJIO 00-
JM3bIBAIOIIMEI Moe Ju1o. [Toce Toro, Kak ynaaoch coopaTbes ¢
CWJIaMH U BSIJIO OTMAaxXHYThCS, YBHJIENIA HAITPOTHUB ceOs OecTsI-
e OeJbie 11a3a ¢ YePHBIM MTPOIOTOBATHIM 3pauyKOM, U 00J1er-
YEHHO BBIJIOXHYJIA, COOOpa3MB, UYTO 32 MHOW BHMMATEIbHO Ha-
OJII0aeT KOT.

OOBIYHBIH KOT.

KpynHeii, HO oyeHpb xyznou. ITnemmBeiv, HO ¢ HAMEKAMH Ha
BO3MOXHYIO WM ObUTYIO IIepcTh. W cy/isi IO KaqHOMY B3LJISILY
1 00JIM3BIBAHMIO, OYEHD, OUEHb TOJIOAHBIN.

CkaxeM mpsiMo, He oxufana Takoro ot 6aowl dycu. [lo ato-
r0 MOMeEHTa 51 ObLJIa TBEPJIO YBEPEHa, YTO TUHCTBEHHBIE )KUBOT-
Hble, KOTOPBIX OHA HEHABUIUT — ITO COCE/IH.

Tak nagHo, rae s — pazoopanuck. Ho uto kot 6a6s1 dycu ne-
naet pssgoM co mHou?! M He tak. .. Uto s nenaio psjgom ¢ Ko-
Tom 6a0s1 [lycn?! OpK UTO, MOCYUTAI, YTO MOU UJICTHHBINA MYXK-
YUHA HAXOOUTCH 311eCh?!

Het-ner, npugupatbcst He Oyay! Ilocnie coHTaHHOUM aTaku
MEIIIKOM sI TIOHSIIa, YTO OH CyMAacHIAIIWA, W paja, 4To Ha
HEro Tak BOBpeMsI CHU3OIILIO rpocBeTieHue. [lonaraio, moka Mel
CITyCKaJIMCh TIO JIECTHUIIE, OH COOOPa3WII, YTO UJICATbHBIA MYX-
YMHA U S — BEIIU, CKaXeM IMPsSMO, HECOBMECTHMBbIC, U €IMH-
CTBEHHOE, Y€ro0 s JOCTOMHA — 00JIE3JIbIN KOT. Perit Tak, cuesia
BBIBOJ], UTO HEYETO HANPATaThCs, W TIOMKUHYJI MEHsI TIOJl IBEPU



cocefike. A Tak Kak Ta MPUBBIKJIA MOIOMPATh BCeX, KTO Oecro-
MOIIIeH, B OeJie 1 MOJTYMT, TO MPUIOTHIIA MEHS ake Oe3 HaTmuus
YCOB U XBOCTA.

[ToTom, BO3MOXXHO, ¥ TIONPOCUT MaJICHbKUI BBIKYII, HO 1 3a-
paHee corjlacHa OIUIaTUTh HeJeIbHBIA 3arac eIl ISl €€ 3BEPUH-
1a. MHe ObI TOJTBKO CaMOil U3 HEero BeIOpaThes, U 1 Oyy BecbMa
OnaronapHa!

Bucku or HenpuATHOro 3amaxa 3aHbuld cuiibHee. CouyBs-
CTBEHHO B3IJISIHYB Ha KOTa, MPEIIPUHSIIA OUYEPEAHYIO MOMBITKY
noHAThCS. He X0Tenock MHe JIOUTH JI0 TAKOTO Ke YIPy4YEeHHOTO
COCTOSIHMS, TaK YTO HAJI0O KaK MOXHO CKOpee MOKUHYTh TO T0-
CTENPUMMHOE MECTO.

Kot Moiua HaOsmoan 3a MHOW KpPYIJIBIMU IJ1a3aMH, a KOrja
CITyCTSI I0JITO€ BPEMsI ¥ COTHIO TTOTIHITOK MHE y/IaJIOCh OTKATUTh-
Cs1 K CTE€HE U CeCTh, TIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO YJAMBJICHHO MTPUCBUCTHYIL.

CrircaB 3TO Ha Ta/UTIOLMHALIMK OT CJIA00CTH, S TIIETHO MOIThI-
TaJIach OTHSATHCS, PUICPKUBASCH 32 CTeHY. HeT, cribl 3aKOH-
YUJINCh, U €IMHCTBEHHOE, UTO S CyMesla — 3TO CTAHYTh C ceOs
Kory.

Brinoxnyia.

OTaplanach.

Ecnu Ol 3HaIA, YTO MEPBHIN TAX HACTOJBKO JIyUIlle OTATLIN-
BAaeTCs, YeM TPETHil, CHsIa Obl KBApTHUPY 371eCh. A Beb Ipejiiia-
rajiu, ¥ JJaXe co CKMIKOW! A s yneprach B TO, 4TO 3arlax Kolla-
Ui TeprieTh HE MOT'Y, U UTO?

7KuBy BhIIlIe, TUIAYY JOPOXE, 3aMaxX KOTOB BCE PABHO CIIBIIIY,



KQK/1YI0 3MMY MEP3HY HEMUJIOCEPIHO, MEHSIIO HE OfIHY Mapy Terl-
JIBIX HOCKOB M CILTIO TIOJT IBYMSI OfIesi/TaMU. A TYT Tak ’KapKo, 4TO
MOXHO CIIOKOMHO B OJJHOM OMKWHM pa3ry/IuBaTh!

On...

XoTh OBl TaK He gymMaa 6ada dycs!

BcnoMHuB 0 X0311iKe KBapTUPHI, MOMCKAJIA I71a3aMU JIBEPb —
0Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHA B JIBYX Imarax ot MeHsA. Ho Tak kak uatu s
MIOKa He MOTIJIa, CHOBA, M0/} U3yMJIEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM KOTa, BEPHY-
JIach B Jiexadee TMoJIoKeHue, clienana HeOOBbIION PhIBOK, TOJK-
HYyJIa IBEPb, TOTOBSCH MO3BaTh 0AOYITIO HA TIOMOIIIb, . . .

HeoxuaaHHo OKa3aioch, YTO HUKAKON 0alysu MmoOIM30CcTH
HeT.

W kotoB ee Her.

Ia uyTo Tam, HET Jaxke Haiero goma!

3aro ecTb Jiec.

['ycron. unsammii TMCThSAIMU OT MOPBIBOB CUJIBHOT'O 5KapKOT'0
BeTpa. JKyTKuii h3-3a HABUCAIOIIIETO HaJl HUM HEBEPOSITHO OOJTb-
moro aucka JIyHsl 1 TPOMKUX KPUKOB JUKHUX KUBOTHBIX, KOTO-
pbie pa3IaBaMCh OJM3KO, OYeHb OJIM3KO K kumiry. Tak Onm3-
KO, YTO MHE JIake YbU-TO IV1a3a B TEMHOTEe nomepeumcs! U
OHU MPUOIMKATINCh, CTAHOBSICH KPYITHEE U sIpYe, . ..

[To Mmoemy Juiry Ma3HyJ 0OJIe3/bIi KOIAYUid XBOCT, HA PYKY
HACTYMUJIA YBECUCTAs M BeCbMa KPyIHas JIalKa, a BTopasi MoTs-
HYJIaCh BBEPX ... CXBAaTUBIIUCH 32 PYUKY, IPOBEPHYJIa €€ U 3a-
KpbLa 1BEPb.

N3 neca paznancst pa3oyapOBaHHBIA BOW, MOCIIBIIIAJICS TOIOT,



TOJTYOK B JIEPEBSIHHYIO JIBEPb, CKPEXKET KOrTed Mo Heul. Pydka
0eCroMOIIHO JIepHYJIach, HO HUKOTO He BITYCTHUJIA.

W BOT He 3HaI0, YTO MEHsI UCITyTajio OOJIbIle — TO, UTO 51, OKa-
3bIBAETCS1, OTHIO[b HE B TOCTSIX Y COCE/IKH, TO, YTO B JIECY KUBET
aKTUBHAS W, JyMaeTcsi MHE, KPOBOXKaJHAsl KUBHOCTb, UM TO,
YTO KOT, JJaB Ha aJIalTalfio BCEro Mapy MUHYT, OTKPbUI POT U
BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI IIPUBBIYHO MSIYKHYTh, [IOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Hy? Honro 1HI eme Oyaerb BansThes 0e3 aena? Unm yxe,
HaKOHell, OIyMaelllb O TOM, YTOObI MEeHsI HAKOPMHUTH ?

[Momo3peBato, ero HeCKOJIBKO HAMPSATIIO TO, YTO I HE OpOcH-
JIaCh TYT JK€ UCKaTh IPOBUAHT, TIOTOMY YTO BCKOPE OH OOJIM3HYJI-
Cs M HarIo J00aBUII:

— [Ipengynpexaaioo, 3T0 B TBOMX UHTEpecax !

MeHs Kyaa 00J1bIIIe BOTHOBAJIO TO, T/IE 51 HAXOXKYCh, UeM Tpe/I-
MoJIaraéMblid KOIIAYMM KOHIIEPT, IO9TOMY Ha Yrpo3y s BHUMa-
HUs He oOparuia. OOBena B3MIAAOM KOMHATY, U OTMETUJIA TO,
YTO MOCYMTAIA HEBAXHBIM MPU MEPBOM OCMOTpe. MasieHbKkue
OKOIIKHK. MHOXECTBO MaJIeHbKMX OKOIIEK. VIX HE MOIJIO ObITh B
HallleM maHesbHOM jiome. U 9To-To errie ObUIO Jasibliie KpoBaTH,
HO s HE BHJIEJIa UTO: CIMIITKOM JaJIeKO ¥ TEMHO.

— D! — mo3BaJI MeHs KOT. — D-311!

[Mocne Toro, kak s jaxe He OOEpHYJAaCh, OH BBHIMYYEHHO
B3/I0XHYJI, TPEOI0JIEN HECKOJIBKO METPOB, UTO HAC pa3Aesisiiu,
yceJsICsl HalpOTUB U TPO3HO MaxHYJI XBOCTOM, MPUBJIEKas K ce-
O0e BHMMaHKe. Bunis, 4yTo MHE BCe ellle He JI0 HEro, OH HEOXKH-
JAHHO 3allIUIIES, TIOAHSI ABE JIANKH, BBIITYCTUJ JJIMHHBIE KOI'TH



U CTajJ UMM pa3MaxuBaTb. ['0J0Ba ero mpu 3TOoM cTajla packa-
YMBAThCS, KaK y 3Men (pakupa, I71a3a 3aCBETUIUCh sipye, U elle
spye, Kak sHeprocoeperamonias Jama, H1IeHre cTajio rpoMyue,
KOI'TH JIJIMHHEE, XBOCT 3aIlIsICaNl XJIBICTOM.

— A TaMm 4TO? — {1 KMBHYJIa KOTY 3a CIIMHY, TOT OXHUIAEMO
00epHYJICs, 0OBEJ CUSIIONIMMU T1a3aMUA KOMHATY ¥ TeM CaMbIM
MO3BOJIMJI MHE PaCCMOTPETh, UTO BCE-TaKU HAXOAUJIOCH 103311
KPOBAaTH.

— JIBepwb, — BocIbLIaIa Hagex 01 s. — Erie onHa aBeps!

Kot nonsin, 4To no3aam Hero He ObUIO0 HUKOTO, BTSIHYI KOTOT-
KU U OOMKEHHO MPOTIBIXTEI:

— Crappiii Tpiok. I He MofHbIid. BripoueM... — OH mouckan
B3[JISIIOM MOIO BSI3aHYIO TEIUTYI0 KO(PTY ¥ CHOBA B3IJISIHYJI HA Me-
HA. — BriosiHe oxunaemMo.

STOT BhINAJ KOTa 51 TOXE MpourHopuposaia. HasepHoe, no-
TOMY, YTO TorJa Obl IPUIIIOCh TPU3HATH, YTO KOT JeUCTBUTENb-
HO pasroBapuBaert. [Toka xe s criucbiBaia Bce, YTO BUJIEJA, CIIbl-
11aJ1a ¥ OlyIlajia Ha TaJUTIoMHALMH, cTpecc 1 oK. [Tocne Toro,
KaK Ha MEHs C MEIIKOM U TOIOPOM JBUHYJICS IByXMETPOBbII 1
MPAKTUYECKH HE3HAKOMBIN MYKUMHA, TAKOE COCTOSTHUE BIIOJIHE
JIOTUYHO U JIOIYCTUMO.

Tak e BIIOJHE JONMYCTUMO, YTO ceiyac s He 37[ech, a IOo-
IIpeKHEMY B cBoer KBapTupe. Opk MOTI yJapuTh MEHS U YUTH.
Wnu yBUIeTh, YTO 51 NIEMCTBUTENILHO MCITyrajlach, KOIJa OH Ha-
Opocui memok. Mcmyranace 1 ynana B oOMopok. OH ke MOHST,
YTO 3aUrpajiCs M CIesIall HOTU. A BCe, 4TO 51 Terepb BUKY — 3a-



IIMTA MOEro MOCO3HAaHUs. B TOM uuciie v 3TOT Harjblid, XamMo-
BATBIM M BECbMa CAMOYBEPEHHBIU KOT.

[lepeBena Ha HEroO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIN B3IJISI/L.

Kot Hanpsres.

OcobeHHO, KorJa B OTBET HA XaMCTBO Sl eMY YJIBIOHYJIACh.

— DU, — OrpbI3HYJICS OH. — Yero 31o Tb1?

— Wau ciona — pacckaxy.

Kot yauBieHHO B3IJIsIHYJI HA MOU KOJIEHH, TIO KOTOPBIM $1 [TPU-
IJ1alIaoIe XJIOMHYJIA JIAJOHbIO.

— Tl YTO, — TPYCTHO MOBECKUJI OH TOJIOBY, — U3 ITUX, KaK X, U3
u3BpaineHiieB? He 3Haio 1axe, Kak-TO Tak CKy-y4HO... OOBIYHO
Bce OT MeHs yoOeraiot... Hy nanHo, xkpatb-To Xouercs. [Toxyio,
TOCKYSI.

[TpuHsB perieHue, KOT MPUOIU3UIICS KO MHE, B30Opasicsl Ha
KOJIEH HEMaJIbIM BECOM, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOIO Xyn00y, MOTHSLI
BBEpX JIANIKY, BBITYCTUJI KOI'TA ¥ TOCKJIMBO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MEHSI.

— Hy nipsim cupotunyiika, — XMpIkHYyJa 1. — Yero npubenHs-
embcs? Thl ke MOM.

KoT u3ymiieHHO MOpruy;.

Ocmorperncs.

CHoOBa HMKOIO 32 CIIMHOM HE Hallesl U YCTAaBWJICS Ha MEHs,
MOJTYAJIBO TPeOyst OObCHEHHH.

— Hy a ueii xe eme? BriosiHe MOXeT ObITh, YTO Thl — MON My3.
Moe BroxHoBeHue. Moi BepHblil noMoiHuK. [IpaBaa, s npea-
craBiisuia TeOs MHAUYe — IPyroll MacTu, APYroro oKkpaca, ¢ py-
TMIMM [JIa3aMU, TOPa3I0 MEHBIIETO BeCa, ¥ TOPa3ao-ropasao my-



ITUCTEN.

— Bce, xBatut! — mpoOyxTes KOT. — A Thl MOJIOZIET]. XaMCTBO
s Ha JyX He MEepeHOIIly, TaK YTO pa303JIUJICs, HACTPOWIICS, Oyty
KPpaTh C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM !

Kot oOnu3HyJcs1, BRITSHYJ KOI'TH ellie CHJTbHEe, MOAaJCs KO
MHE, a 51, CMesICh HaJl €r0 MPOXOPIUBOCTHIO U YTPO3aMHU, MOJIO-
KWJia JIaJIOHb éMY Ha TOJIOBY Y TIOTJIaIuIa.

Kor nepnyics.

KyBbIpHYyJics uepe3 rojioBy U CJIeTeNl ¢ MOUX HOT, OTIIPbITHYB
Ha Mapy MeTpOB.

— Y-yr0... — mpoIimmnesa OH, CBepKas Ia3amu, Kak papamu
Ha MoBopoTe. — Y-4To TONBKO YTO ObLIO?!

— Tebs 4gro, He A HUKorna?

[lonymaB mapy cekyHj, CJIOBHO JEWCTBUTENILHO BCIIOMUHAS,
KOT KauHYJI TOJIOBOM M BKPAIUYUBO MIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— A 3auem?

— U 6aba [lycs Hukoraa He yecasa 3a yimkom? He rimaguna o
ny3uky? He neprasna 3a TBOM XBOCTHK?

— babku He BXOAAT B Kpyr Moux uHTepecoB. OHU CIUAIIKOM
crna0ble, X HeHa10/1ro xBaraet. M BooOIe. . . — KOT MpUkas yim
K TOJIOBE, BTSIHYJ U 0€3 TOro IJIOCKUH KUBOT U OOEpHYJI JIANKU
TUIEHIMBBIM XBOCTOM. — Heuero meHst Tporatsb!

— Kak ckaxerb, — 1oxaB mjieuaMu, s CHOBA B3IJISIHYJIa Ha
BTOPYIO JIB€Pb, IPUKU/BIBAS, IOCTATOYHO JIM OTJOXHYJIA, YTOOBI
JoOpaThCs JI0 Hee.

Wrtak, KOT MOHATHS HE UMeJT HU O Kakou 0abe [lyce. [IBe nBe-



M B JIeC BECTU HE MOIJIU — 10 KpaliHEN Mepe, B OJJHY U TY K€ ero
9acTh, TaK YTO 32 ITOH sl PACCUUTHIBAJIA YBUIETh UTO-TO Oojiee
uHTepecHoe. Jlydire Obl CBOI0 KOMHATY WJIM HA KPaWHWM CITydai
— 3HAKOMBIH MOJbE3/1, HO €C/IM 3TO OyJeT BaHHAsl UM KyXHsI, TO-
K€ BAPUAHT HEIJIOXOW. DIEMEHTAPHO XOTEJIOCh MUTh U YMbITh-
cs1. A HEKOTOPBIM, Cy/isl IO YTPOOHBIM 3ByKaM ¥ BO30OHOBJIEHHIO
yrpo3, BCe TaK ke He TEPIENOCh MOeCTb.

— K TomMy ke, — HpaBOyUMTEJIbHO BEIAJIO 3TO [J1a3acToe Yy-
10, — C MOTEHIMAIbHBIMU XEPTBAMU JIy4llle HE 3aBSI3bIBAThH OT-
HOIIIeHUH. VX Beb MOKHO HA4aTh kajerb! A g1 0e3 TOro Ciuii-
KOM JIOJITO Tepres v Aepxajcs! Yk Tyman, 4To IpuaeTcsl PUcK-
HYTbh U BBIUTU U3 JIOMA. A TYT Takas yjaya CBaJIAJIach — Liesas
ToI! 1 He Oomuiibes, riasHoe! 1o Kak Tak?

— MHe kaxeTcs, Ha CeroHs 51 yKe OTOOSIIACh, — 51 IOMOPIIIH-
Jlack, BCIOMHUB 0 Tornope. — U Tol mipaB. To, uTo s Bce ele 11e-
J1asi, NEVCTBUTENIbHO OOJbINas yaya.

— Takas nokJaaucTasi... — KOT JOBOJIBHO MYPJBIKHYT M
BCIUIECHYJI IBYyMsI NIEPETHUMHU JIanKamu. — §l B BOCXUIIIEHUH !

XMBIKHYB, 1 yepjiaCh pyKaMH B CTEHY U CTaJla MOJHUMATh-
cs1. CraGocTh Bee elle YyBCTBOBAJIACh, HO TOJIOBA YKe HE Kpy-
JKUJIACh, 1a ¥ OOJb OTIYCTUJIA BUCKY — HABEPHOE, sl TPOCTO MPU-
HIoXajack. MHe yianochk He TOJNbKO BCTaTh, HO U CHIENATh IIar.

— Kyna?! — nopaszuncs kot. — bexumb?! { yto, nonyyaercs,
XBaJIMJI Te0s1 3ps?!

— Hy... — 1 ¢ Tpynom cienana emie OAMH 1Iar, OTOM eIle
OJIVH, — €CJIM 9TO TOX0Xe Ha OErcTBo. ..



Hoizist 1o KpoBaTH, 51 yrepaach O CIMHKY PYKOM, BbIIOXHYJIa
— MOZIKATUTh ObI KUHCHI, YTOOBI CTAJIO MEHEee KapKo, HO OOIOCH,
YTO He BBIPAMITIOCH. C1ab0CTh HaXJIbIHY/Ia HOBOM BOJIHOM, ITPH-
IIUIOCh TIPUJIOKUTD YCUJTUSI, YTOOBI OISITh HE CBAJIUTHCS.

— Hy na, — 3a Bpems1, 4To 51 cTosiyia, KOT ycres 0O0UTH BOKPYT
MeHS M KPOBAaTH HECKOJIBKO Pa3 U C JOBOJIbHBIM BUJIOM YCECThCS
HAMpPOTUB, — MOX0XKE, 3PS A BOJIHYIOCH: JAJIEKO HE Y IeIIIb.

— A xyza 3ech yiaensb? — 1 paBHOLYITHO TokaJia TIeYaMu. —
3a To# ABEPHIO JIEC U IMKHUE 3BEPH, a 3a ITOH. ..

— Hy na, — cornacuicst KOT, MOMEHTAJILHO yOUBasi MOU Ha-
JIeKJIbl, — 32 STOM BOOOIIE HUYETO MHTEPECHOTO HeT.

— Boo0ie?

— Vry. becrionie3Hoe nomeneHue.

W Bce-Taku s peniniia NpoOBEpUTb.

CoOpaBIIUCh C 1yXOM, OCTaBWJIA CIMHKY KPOBaTH B MOKOE U
MpoIIUia Jajbiie. Y IBepH OrIsIHYJIach Ha KOTa, a TOT CMOTpeJ ¢
TaKOW TOCKOW U TIeUaJiblo, Kak Oy/ATO IMPOIIACs CO MHOM.

— Yro He Tak?

— Jla 3T0... *)aJKo, YTO THl TaK ceOs pacxomyeib. He Oepe-
*Kemib Tol cedst coBceM. — OH rpycTHO B3A0XHYI. — Jlexana Obl
ThI ceOe, OT/IpIXaIa THXOHEUKO Ha MOJy — 1 TeOe yI0O0HO, U MHE
CBITHO. A TO BCE Maellbcs, Maelibes. A Mo rosof pacrer! U s
CKOPO BOT KaK 03Bepelo U Kak Habporirych! U OyeT Besib 60J1bHO !

— IlpaBunbHO paccyxkjaaelib, — MOXBaIWIA ero. — Tak 4To B
TBOMX MHTEpecax He JieyaTh IIYNoCTeld U He 3aCTaBIsATh MEHS
JeJ1aTh OOJILHO.



41 B3sinack 3a pyuKky JBEpU, IPOBEPHYJIA €€ U LIarHyJa B JIpy-
I'yI0 KOMHATy, 4yTh MEHee TEMHYIO, ueM npeabiayiias. [lonbita-
Jlach HAWTH BBIKJIIOUATEN b HA CTEHE — Oe3yCIenHo. A KOT CHjien
JIaJIeKo M03au U, Cy/s [0 HEYETKOMY U MepLAIOIIEMY CUSIHUIO,
U3YMJIEHHO MOpraJ.

— He nonsu1, — nocnplmancs pe3kuid BIAOX. — TO YTO cemyac
obu10? Yrposa? Mue?! D! D1, Thi!

— Wnm cropa! — mo3Baa ero.

MomMmeHTaIbHO JI0raAaBIIKCh, 3a4€M OH HYKEH, KOT IIPUTHX U
3aKpbLI I71a3a — CTAJIO Ky/a TeMHee, ueM panblie. U tenepp oT1-
YEeTJIMBO CJIBIIIAJICS CKYJIeXK 3a TOW JIBEpbl0, HEBHSATHOE TOTPeC-
KMBaHUE B 9TOM KOMHATE, 3BYK Kamnaiolen BOJbl U TUXUM, 3710-
BEIIUI W TPUOIIVIKAIOIIUICS CKPEKET KOTOTKOB MOJI3YIIETO KO
MHE CYIIIECTBA.

— WNn-ny nHa 3-3amax, — 3710/1eMCKU Tporumnen Kot. — K-x-
parb, 1opa x-K-patb!

Kot He coBpas — oH nepeaBUrajcs ¢ 3aKpbhITHIMU IJIa3aMU, U
paccUMTHIBAJl HA UHbIE OPUEHTHUPBI, TAK KAK CMEIIHO U CO 3Ha-
YEeHUEM IIIeBeIUI ycaMu. YChl YETKO MOKa3bIBIM Ha MEHSI, HO
TO JIU OH YCOMHUJICS, TO JIM 33 yMaJiCs, HO MUMO JIBEpU IpO-
MaxHyJICsA. YTepcsl B MOPOXKEK, TKHYJICS ellle pa3 HeJJOBEPUYMBO
MOP/IOUKOM, MOTPOTra MPOCTPAHCTBO JIAMKOM, B3IOXHYJI U TIPU-
OTKPBLUT OfIVH TJ1a3.

— 3axonu yxe, — IpUIjIacuia ero U cama Mpoiiia Briyob.

— D! — no3Bai kot ¢ nopora. — Tel 3T0... He paccka3biBail
HUKOMY, JIAAHO? I XOpOIIMM OXOTHUK, 3TO I TaK... OTrOJOAAJ



npocro!

— A KOMY 371eCh paccKa3bplBaThb? — pa3Bena s pyKaMu, a KOT
3aMeTHO B30OPWIICS Y HAa PAJOCTSIX OTKPBUT BTOPOI IJ1a3, TOMO-
rasi MHE OCMOTPETbCS.

— 1 to BepHO, — nognakHyn oH. — Hy na. Yero sto a7 ['oBopio
e, TOJIOJHBIN 51, TYTO coobpakaro!

Kot xanoBascsi AOBOJIBHO MPaBIUBO — B3AbIXaJ, Ka4yaJl ToJIO-
BOM, 3aKaTblBaJI 171432, OIJISbIBAJICS B IMOMCKAX TOTO, KTO CIIe-
HIMUT K HEMY, TAKOMY TAJIAHTJIMBOMY, Ha nomoilb. biarogaps
3TOMY 1 CMOIJIa OCMOTPETBCS U MOHSATD, UTO C 3TOU JIBEPBIO JACH-
CTBUTEJILHO TMOBE3JIO — 32 HEW OKa3alach KyXHsI.

JlOBOJIbHO CKpPOMHas1, CO CKPUIISILIMMU CTBOPKaMH HABECHBIX
SIIIIUYKOB, HO C KOE-KaKMMHU 3aracaMu, Cy/si o HaOUTHIM TKa-
HEBbIM MenloykaM. [IoMrMMO MaleHbKOro CTOJMKA Y OJHOIO U3
OKOIIIEK U ABYX APEBHUX CTYJbEB, CKPUITHYBIIIMX OT MOETO MpHU-
KOCHOBEHUS1, B HAJIMUUM ObUT HEOOJIBIIION XOJIOIUIbHUK.

OTKpBIB €ro, 1 U3yMJIEHHO MPUCBUCTHYJIA — BO-TIEPBbIX, OT-
TyJa JBIXHYJIO OJIAarOIaTHOW MTPOXJIafoi, a BO-BTOPHIX, YCTAHOB-
JICHHas1 BHYTPU JIaMIIOYKa OCBETWJIA HE TOJIBKO KOMHATY, HO U
KOE-KaKue TPOIYKThI.

— A THI TOBOPWJI: HUYETO MHTEPECHOTO! — s ¢ YIIPEeKOM o0ep-
HYJIaCh K KOTY.

A TOT BO BCe Ila3a CMOTpeJI Ha XOJIOAUIbHUK U HEPBHO JIEP-
raj nepeaHen jankou. Ilotom HepoBEpUMBO NPOTEP OAMH IJIa3,
WKHYJ U TpeOOBATENIbHO 3aKpUYaIl BO BCIO TJIOTKY:

— 3akpeiBar! Ckopent 3akpbiBan !



Bups, uro s He pearupylo, OH pBaHyJl BIEped, CXBAaTUJICS
3a Py4KY, OTTECHSISI MEHS, U 3aCTaBWJI JBEPb XOJOAWIbHUKA 3a-
xJonHyThes. Tlocne yero mpuBanwics K TEXHUKE U3MYUYEHHBIM
TeJIbIIEM, BBIOXHYJ U YCTAJIO TIOTEP JIaIKOU JI00.

— ThI 4TO, — 4 MpUCena nepes KOTOM, — YTO-TO YBUJEI Tam?

A oxkupana ycawlate BCE, YTO YTOJHO, KPOME TOrO, 4TO
yCblIana.

— CMepThb CBOIO, — TUXO MPU3HAJICS KOT.



I'maBa Ne 4

[NombiTKA y3HATh y JKUBOTHOTO, YTO MMEHHO €ro TaK Harlyra-
710, ycriexa He Bo3biMes1a. OH TSKKO B3JbIXaJT U 3aKaThIBAJ 171434,
KOI/a s TIOBTOPSIIACh C BOMPOCAMM, OTIIIATHIBAJICS U 3aKPhIBAJT
JIaKaM# poT, KOrja s TAHYJIach K HEMY, YTOOBI moraaauts. U
HEPBHO IIIeBEJIMII yCaMU-JIOKaTOpaMu, OyATO TTPUCITYIIIMBAsICh K
KaXJIOMY IIOPOXY.

Crpanno. [Toromy 4TO 10 STOrO €ro He BOJIHOBAJIU HU JIUKHE
3BEpH CO CBETAILIMMHUCS IIa3aMU 32 JIBepPbI0, HU MOE CIIOHTaHHOE
nosieyieHre. Kcratu, s BpeMeHHO OTCTasla OT KOTa C BOIPOCaMU
PO XOJIOAMJIBHUK ¥ TIOMHTEPECOBAIACh TEM, KaK OH OTpearnpo-
BaJl HA MO€ BTOP)KEHHE HA €r0 TEPPUTOPUIO.

— A 3TO He MOsI TEPPUTOPHSI, — BSJIO BO3PA3UIT OH.

— A upa?

Kot noxan miedynkamu, Kak 4esioBeK W B3AOXHYJ. [IpukpsIB
71a3a, OHAOMONANT 32 TeM, KaK s OTOIUIa K KyXOHHOH MOWKeE,
OTKpbLJIa KaNaloluii KpaH U C YIOBOJILCTBUEM OMOJIOCHYJIA JIUTIO.
Coo0pasuB, UTO s He COOMPAIOCh OOPOTHCS C HUM 3a XOJIOHIIb-
HUK, OH 3aMeTHO paccnabuics u nopoopen. Jlaxe moBegas, 4ro
OBbLT OYEHb pajl, KOTja YCIbIIal KaKOW-TO MIyM, a TIOTOM YBH-
JiesT MeHs B yIIy KOMHaThl. Takyio O€3BOJIbHYIO, TAKYIO MOKJIa-
quctylo. [Toromy 9TO OH Be/b TOJIOZIEH, a TYT Takas yaadJa!

Kot yxe He pa3 jenan HaMeKH Ha TO, UTO sl ACCOIUUPYIOCh Y
HETO C eJIoN, HO 51 OblIa YBEpeHa, UTO Y Hero HEMHOTO Ty TaloTCsI



MBICJIH. DTHU KUBOTHEBIE JIIOIEH He eaAar. Y BooOIe Oe30mmacHbI.
Wuave 6b1 6aba [lycst yxke 3aBoeBaia He TOJBKO TEPPUTOPHUIO Ha-
IIEero MoAbe3/1a, HO U paiioHa, WM BECh TOPOJI, Yero yiK.

[Tpocto kot xoten ectb. M naBHO, cyas no Openy, KOTOPbId
Hec. Her, s1 661 63 mpo0iieM ero moKopMmJia, eCiii Obl OH OCTaBHIT
B TIOKO€ XOJIONWILHHUK. HO OH Tak u cujien nojijie Hero, CBepKal
OTACJIMBO TJIa3aMHU B MOIO CTOPOHY M Pa3BJieKaJl pa3rOBOPaMHU.
Kopoue, 3aroBapuBa 3yObl.

Tak, Omaromapsi €ro CIHOHTAaHHOM OOJTIMBOCTH YIAJOCh
y3HaTh, UYTO B ITOM JIOME KOT ITOCETUJICS BCETo Mapy HeJesb Ha-
3ay. [llen-men MUMO, 3aMeTHIT 3a0POIIICHHBIN C BUTY JIOM U 3a-
e B Hero. M jocesie HUKTO B JOME HeE MOSBIIAJICS, TO €CTh BbI-
OOp OH cJieJial IPaBUIIbHBIM, a TYT BAPYT 1!

— Kcrarny, a rie 517 — 3agana HanOosiee BOJHYIONIUN MEHS BO-
npoc.

— Kaxk roe? B Tuxux 3eMix, eCTeCTBEHHO! — 3allmIes1 Bo3-
MYIIIEHHO KOT, a TIOTOM OIJISTHYJICSI HA XOJIOAWJIbHUK | Kya 00-
Jlee MUPHO J00aBWI. — A, Hy 1a...

OOHapyX1B B OTHOM U3 BEpXHHUX SIIUKOB CTaKaH, TIIATEILHO
€ro MoMblIa ¥ HaKOHeI| Hamuach Boapl. Kot, Korjma s rmpeyio-
KUJ1a ¥ eMy, HpaBOYUUTEIbHBIM TOHOM 3aMETHJI, YTO BOJA — He
ena! M oOmxeHHO 3aMoJTJalt, KOra sl TOMbITAIACh MTPOIOJIKUTD
paccrpoch.

XOTsI IOMYCKAl0 MBICIIb, YTO OH MPOCTO He ObLT B Kypce, Kak
Ha3bIBAETCA STOT MUP M U3 YEro COCTOST 3TU camble Tuxue 3eM-
. Kak m1s koTa, oH 1 0e3 TOro MHOI'O 3HaJl, U ObLJI HE TOJIBKO



HAarJIbIM, HO ¥ YMHBIM.

[MoiimaB ceOs1 Ha TOM, YTO pacCyXk/an 00 MHTEJUIEKTE TOBO-
PSILIEro KOTa, MOHsIA, YTO MOE CO3HAHUE JIOMYCKAET HE TOJIBKO
3Ty MbIcib. Ho 1 TO, uTO 21 AelicTBUTENBbHO B JpyroM mupe. He
CILTIO, HE HAXOKYCh O€3 YYBCTB B CBOEH KBapTHPE, a 371eCh, B TH-
xux 3emiisx. M Bce, 4TO CO MHOM MPOUCXOOUT — HE BHE3aMHast
30 peHns, a No-HACTOSAIIEMY.

W 4gro tenepsp nenats?

[To3z:xe 51 B IeTanssx BOCHPOU3BELY B MAMSTH CJIOBA OPKa, M0-
JYMAI0 O CTPAHHOCTSIX MPOXKOPIUBOIO KOTA, XPAHSIIEro 3a Iy-
IIMCTON TMAa3yXOll KaKhe-TO CeKPEeTUKH, a MOKa eIUHCTBEHHOE,
YTO 51 MOTY — 3TO Ha4aTh OCBalBAaThCHl.

C onackoil npucena Ha CKpPUIHYBIIMIA CTYJI, BbUKJala Mapy
CEKYH/] U HAKJIOHWJIACh MOJAKATATh JKUHCHL. CTyJ1 CKPUITHYI OT-
YasiHHEW Y TOLIATHYJICS.

— Bor xk-kMOT! — BeIpyrajicsl 4OceJie MOTYaBIIMNA KOT.

— K10? — Opocuiia Ha Hero JIIOOOIBITHBIN B3IJIS/L.

— DTOT... — KOT MoYecas JIaMKou JIOO U MpUayMal, Kak BblI-
KPYTUThCS. — X035UH TIoMa. BoT KTo.

To ecTb, OH 3HaJI, KTO X0351MH 3TOro AJoMa. Ho MHe nouemy-1o
TOBOPUTb HE XOTEJL.

— Hy nouemy cpa3zy xkmot? — Bo3pasuia s MAIrko. — Moxer,
MIPOCTO YeJIOBEK OYEeHb OeTHBII.

— Ara, yenoBek! — ppIpKHYN KOT. — Ara, OeqHbii! Jla oH 3Ha-
ellb KTo?!

— Kro?



3akaraB JIKMHCBHI 9yTh BBIIIE IIIUKOJIOTOK — OOJIbIIIE HE T03-
BOJISUT TIOKPOM, 51 BBITPSIMUJIACh U B3MJISIHYJIA Ha KOTa. A TOT 3a-
KPbLJT JIAlKaMU POT, MOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS U PeIlnJ ellle U ria3a
3aKPbITh, YTOOBI YK TOYHO CeOs1 HE BBIIATh.

— 4l MmoTuy, — TUXO BbIJIaBWII KOT. — MeHs 311ech HET!

— Kak ckaxelib.

BbICTpo, Y4TOOBI OH HE YCIIeNl OIyMarthCs, s MOOILIa K XO-
JIOAWJIbHUKY, B35JIaCh 3a PYUYKY U CTaJla OTKpPbIBaTh ABEpb. Kot
TIBIXTEJ, COIEJI, XOTEJ BO3MYTUThCS, HO He Mor. [IpekpacHo nom-
HsI O CBOEM OOCIIaHUHY U TTIOHUMAs, UTO pa3 ero HeT, s UMEIO Mpa-
BO HE CUUTAThCSI C €r0 UHTEPECaMH.

Ho notom He Bbigepxkall, ynepcs jJarnkamMu B IBEpb X001 b~
HUKA U CTaJl TPOMKO BOmuTh. Het, He «Msty-Msiy», a clieyioliee:

— Y-6us-ua! Y-6us-ia mosi! Aui-ga s, ail Jja HecyacTHast
keprtBa! Ali-ail, 1a noMorure xe!

[TpusHatochk, 3T0 ObLIO Jaxke 3a0aBHO. I KOTY HPaBUJIOCH JIy-
paunThCs, U MHE OBLIO MHTEPECHO 3a HUM HaoOmoaathk. Ho B ka-
KOI-TO MOMEHT OH OITYCTUJI JIAlIKH, CKATUJICSI BOJb XOJIOIUIb-
HUKa, 0OEpHYJICS KO MHE, BBIITYCTHJI OCTPbIE JJTMHHbIE KOTTH U
3alluIeN, Nepeiisi B HaCTyIUIeHHe:

— He c-cmeii! 4 ckazan: He c-cMell OTKpbIBaTh!

I'ma3a KOTa CBEpPKHY/IH, CTaB ApYe, a YEPHBIM Y3KMU 3PAYOK
pacimpuIIcs, BITECHsISI OeJblii IIBET. YKe CIYCTs Mapy CeKyH[I
B3/ILIOJICHHBIM KOT CMOTpPEJI Ha MEHS COBEPIIIEHHO Y€PHBIMU CBe-
TAMMMUCSA I1a3amMu. HeMHOro sxyTkoe 3penuiie, Korjaa TeMHOTa
cusietr. Ho BhIIIsIAEI0 IMEHHO TaK.



A TIOTOM 3TOT YEPHBI KOMOK OCKAJIWJICS U IIArHyJ1 KO MHE.

A MHe BIEpBbIE 3a JIOJTHE TO/Ibl CTAJIO CTPAIIHO.

JleiCTBUTENILHO CTPAILIHO.

Ho notom s BciomMHuMa, 4T0 OOSATHCSI MHE HEYero, U... Yau-
BUTEJIbHO, HO HaBaKJIEHUE CXJIbIHYIO. He ObLI0 MeKoM MpoTHB-
HOW JIPOKH, HOBBIE KareJIbKH JIMIIKOTO MOTa BBICTYIUJIN HE OT
yKaca, a TOM K€ HEBEPOSITHOM Kaphbl, @ KOT CMA3JICS U CIIUJICS C
TEMHOTOH HACTOJIbKO, YTO B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT $1 M€pecTaia ero
BUJETh U BOCIIPUHHUMATh BCEPHE3.

He Buxy. Her ero. A munenue, pa3aamoeecs rnoji CBETAIIM-
MHUCS ycaMU, He J0OaBJIsJIO CTPaxa, a BECeInJIo.

Cynst no obpa3oBaBiieMycsl CI'yCTKY B Tape I11aroB OT MeHs,
KOT npurotoBuiice K arake. Ho Bekaait cekynay. [se. U, ckopee
BCETO0, NepeayMall, IOTOMY 4TO MPOSIBWICS U3 TEMHOTBI, 3a0yM-
YMBO MOTEP JIAMKOM JIOO U TaKke, B JIOO, 3a7aJ1 BOPOC:

— 91, TBI 4TO, MaJIaxoJIbHas, YTO Jn?!

— Kak pgoragancg?

— Jla Tak! — OypkHYJI OH HeoBONBHO. — Hu pa3y He Bujen,
9YTOOBI KTO-TO YJIBIOAJICS, KOTJ/Ia Ha Hero HamajatoT. [Torom — 1a,
peakiusi pazHou ObiBaeT. Ho 1o? HenpaBuibHO 3TO Kak-To.

— IIpoctu, 4yto pazouyapoBaia.

— Heuckpenne npocuiis npoieHus, — yIpekHyi kor. — He
YYBCTBYIO UCKPEHHOCTH !

— IIpoctm.

— Oi1, ga Bpeuib Thl Bce! — cHOBa npuapascs 1ot. — [1neBars
TeOe Ha Mou yyBcTBa! S1 ke He mpocTo Tak cede! S ke TBou aMo-



LIMU YYBCTBYIO!

TosibKO 5 MpUIILIa K BBIBOLY, YTO BCE JIOTMYHO: HAIIM KOTBI
Be/lb TOKE yTElIaloT CBOMX XO3sieB, KOIJa Te OONE0T WM HE B
HacTpoeHuu. [laxe ThckaTh cedst MO3BOJISIOT, XOTS B APYTrUe JHU
MOT'YT CTPOUTh U3 ceOs1 HepoTpor. Kak Bapyr pa3masncs cTpaH-
HBIM ypyalllii 3BYK, a KOT BCIUIECHYJI JIATIKAMU, [TOBAJINJICS HA
OOK, B3JJOXHY/I, IJIa3a 3aKPbUI U €Ba CIBIIIHO MPOLIENTA:

— Ilpoctu 3a Bce... A ymupawo... or rosona... [epxancs,
CKOJIKO MOT, JTyMaJl BOT OHO, CIIAaCeHUe, ]a BUTHO He Cynboa. ..
HE CyabOMHYIIIKA. . .

Cepoe Tesnplie apy pa3 B3IPOTHYJIO, KOT IIMBITHYJ HOCOM,
PE3KO B3JOXHYJI, BbIIOXHYJI H. ..

[Tputux.

Heckonpko cekyHp nmponepkaics 10CTOMHO. A TOTOM HE BbI-
JepXajl U B3JISIHYJI HA MEHS C YIIPEKOM.

— Yero momuuibs? Ckaxelllb, HEJIOCTOBEPHO chirpai? Bor
3MBIAHST Thl, MOXET, U HE 3ps mnomnana K Hemy-1o. Hu omgHo#
cne3nHKM B miasy! U He crapaiics! — nonpekHyn OH, Korjaa
HECKOJIbKO Pa3 B LIYTKY MOpPrHyJia U CKOpOHO B3JOXHYna. — 1
Bce BUXKY! 1 4yBCTBYIO, TOBOpPUIT Ke!

— l'oBopu1, — 1TacKkOBO MOATBEpAUIA 51 U TIPHUCEa C HUM psi-
JBIIIKOM, YYaCT/IMBO 3aVIsTHYIA B CHSIOIIME T71a3a Oesloro 1Bera
¥ ronpocuia. — Moxer, cKkaxelllb HaKOHeL, 4er 310 joM? 1 uto
Thl UMEJI B BUAY, KOTJa CKa3all, uTo 5 nomnajia Kk «Hemy». K komy
— K Hemy?

Kot 3agymarncs.



A B clienyIonnyio CeKyH1y B 00pa30BaBIIIeNCs TUIIIMHE MBI C
HUM 002 OTYETJIMBO YCIIBIIIAIM CTYK BO BXO/IHYIO JIB€pb. Bpsin
3TO CTyYaJld T€ 3BEpU, KOTOPbIX Mbl He ImycTui. Ho Torga kto?

4l monHsNack, a KOT BCKOUMII, 000€Kal MeHsl, oiMaJ Janka-
MU 32 HOTM U TUXOHEYKO 3aXHBIKAJ:

— He BpigaBait mens. He BoinaBait Mensa um! Jlydie mycts g
OT TroJIofia C-CIOXHY, YeM TaK!

B nBepb BHOBb noctyyaiu. Jlanku KoTuka cranu Oonee 1ier-
KUMU.

—To ecTb, ThI 3HaCIIIb, KTO K HAM IOKaJI0BaJl? — 4Orajanach .

[lepectaB XHbIKaTh, KOT MOCHEIIHO KUBHYJ U JJACKOBO MMPOBEJ
JIAMKOM MO MOEM IIHUKOJIOTKE.

— Bor Buauiib, Kak Mbl IPUBBIKJIM APYT K Apyry! Tel yx-xe
TOBOPHILIb, YTO «1oxanoBajl Kk HAM». To ecTb, Mbl BE/Ib BMECTE,
na? Tel u 9. Bmecte xe!

— EcrecTBeHHO, — yTemuia s Kota, ¥ Korja B ABEpb CHOBA M0-
CTy4aJii, IOMHTepecoBajIach €ro MHeHueM. — Ecinu oTmonuars-
cd, yunyr?

— Hea, — npuyHbUI TOT ¥ iocoBeToBal. — HO 1 OTKpBIBaTh HE
oOsi3atenbHO. He 3pst ke B 3TuX JBepsax Takue menu! Yto Hago
— ycabimar!

Mesx 1y Tem, CTYK IIOBTOPHJICS, ¥ CTaJT O0Jiee pe3KUM, HACTOM-
yuBbIM. [ToXBaTUB yAMBIEHHO MSYKHYBILETO KOTa, 51 cama Mo-
Pa’keHHO KpsIKHYJIa OT ero Beca. Korga oH nepecrai 1OKHpoBa-
HO XJIOMATh TJIa3aMH, OCBEIIEHUE CTaJlo Oosiee-MeHee CHOCHBIM,
Uy JABepH 5 OblIa yke uepe3 mapy cekyHa. Ho crowno k Heit



NPUOIM3UTHCS, OH CIIPHITHYJ C MOMX PYK M CKPBUICSI B OHOM U3
YIJIOB TEMHOT'O JIOMA.

— Kt0 Tam? — HayyeHHasi TOPbKUM OIIBITOM, [IOMHTEPECOBA-
Jlach 51 yepe3 J1Bepb.

— Hobpoii Houw, Jienu! — pa3falicss B OTBET MPUATHBIA MYK-
ckou rosoc. — MeHns 30ByT Jlonko bappoHc. f — HouHOM cTpaxk
storo jieca. [Ipoctute 3a 6ecriokoiicTBo. Brl oqna B jome? Y Bac
BCE B Mopsiike?

— JloGpoii HOuM, — OTBETHJIA 51 HACTOPOKEHHO, TIOMHS, YeM
3aKOHYMJICS JJIs1 MEHSI BUSHUT JPYTOro MY KUMHBI, KOTJa 1 KaK pa3
Obl1a OJ]HA B IOME. — Y MEHs Bce B MOPSIIIKE.

— IIpoctute, 4TO BBIHYX/IEH HACTOSATH U HA BTOPOM OTBETE.
Bui B jome ogHa? 910 oyeHb BakHO. BhI MOkeTe, caMu TOro He
3Hasl, HAXOOUThCS B onmacHocTH. M Most 00si3aHHOCTD — Bac 3a-
IIUTUTb.

B o1HOM 13 yIJI0B KOMHATHI 3allypIlajiy, S 3aMETHIIa, Kak Ha
MOJIOKOHHUK MPbITHYJI TEMHBII KOMOK U CTaJI IOCHEIHO JIEPraTh
CTBOPKY OKHa.

— OpHa, — oTBEeTW A 5, U TEMHBI KOMOK Ha IOJOKOHHMKE
YCIOKOWJICS, @ HA MEHS HEIOBEpPYMBO YCTABUJIMCh [IBA CBETSI-
HIMXCS [J1a3a.

— Brl yBepens!? — He yHUMauics cTpax. — [Iesio B Tom, 4TO Mbl
UIIIEM OYEHb OINACHYIO TBaph, U €€ CIIE/bI TEPAIOTCS BO3JIE Ballle-
ro 1oMa. MoskeT ObITh, MHE JTy4llle 3aiTH 1 IPOBEPUTH, IEHCTBU-
TEJIBHO JIM Y Bac Bce B nopsijike? EcrecTBeHHO, ¢ Balllero no3Bo-
JICHUS, JIE[IN.



— ¥ MeHs Bce B OpsIKE, — YCTIbIILIAB NOSICHEHU S MYKUUHBI, 5
nepecTaja oOpaiarh BHUIMaHUe Ha KOTa, 1a ¥ TOT 3aMETHO pac-
crabuJics, Jier Ha TOIOKOHHUK M paccMaTrpuBal He0o. — A Ka-
KyI0-TO TBaphb 1 IEUCTBUTEIBHO BUJIENA, HO YCIIEIa BOBpEMs 3a-
KPBITh ABEPH.

— To ectb, — momonuaB, cenai BbIBOJ CTPaX, — Bbl HE JlaeTe
CBOETO pa3pelieHrs Ha TO, YTOOBI 51 BOIIEN.

— CoBepIIEHHO BEPHO.

— Mory 4 y3HaTh: nouemy?

— HouHoe nosiByieHne MyX4YMH Ha MOEM IOpOre ¢ HeJaBHUX
HOp IyraeT MeHs Ky/a CUJIbHee KaKuX-TO 3Bepei.

— Moxer, Bbl yrounute? W eciiu B MOUX CUJIax MIOMOYb. ..

— IIpumera rutoxas.

3a ABEPBIO MOCIBIIAICA €Ba pa3aInYuMbiid cMemok. [aru.
Ckopee Bcero, My)K41Ha COIlIeJ ¢ opora, a MoToM Mepegymall,
MIOTOMY 4TO I BHOBb YCIJIBIIIIAJIA €70 T0JI0C O[], ABEPBIO:

— A 1HeM 51 MOry K BaM MpUATH?

— KoneuHo, — no3sonmia 1.

My:xuuHa yuien. { mogomuia K KOTy ¥ BMECTe ¢ HUM B3IJIsI-
HyJIa Ha yepHoe HeOo, B KOTOpPOM sicHO cusiia JlyHa — coBceM,
KaK y Hac, ¥ 3B€3/Ibl — TOKE TAKHUE Ke.

— Hy u? — OypkHyJ KOT HETOBOJIHHO.

— Y10 — HY U? — B TOH €My MOMHTEPECOBANIACH 1.

— Hy u 3a4em Tbl m1anHy 3aBoauiib Ha ctopoHe? JK-xmory
3TOMY He OHPABUTCS], Cpasy Tedbe ropopio!

— Kakue mamnu?! — Bo3MyTUIach s ICKPEHHE. — JTO CTPaxk.



OH npocTo NpuET NPOBEPUTDH, BCE JIU B MOPSJKE B IOME.

— Hy na, Hy Ja, — KOT BCTal Ha 3aJHUE JIANKK, MOATAHYJICS
4yTb BBEPX U MOCTYyYaJl MyHIUCTON JIaKoW Mo Moemy Jioy. — OH
ke Tebe ckazan. [IpencraBuiicsi. 1o HOYHOM cTpax. HouHoid,
MOHMMAEIIIb?

— W yt0?

— A TO, 4YTO HOYHbIE CTPaKU THEM IO IOCTSIM HE XOJSAT, CIISAT
OHM JIHEM, — CHU3OIIIEN JO OObSICHEHUs KOT. — A 3TOT 3aBTpa
npunpercsi! Cuenaer s Te0s1 uckmouenue. Yx-xac! [lepBoiid
JEHb B JOME K-)KEHUXA, 4 y/KE [IAlTHU Ha CTOpPOHe !

U BOT He 3Hal0, KTO 13 Hac ObLT B 60JIee CUIIbHOM IIIoKe. M
s OT TaKUX HOBocTel. Vu KOT, cOOOpa3uBIINIA, UTO 51 AaXe MO-
HATHS HE UMEIO TTPO KAKOT0-TO CBOETO KEHUXA.



I'maBa Ne 5

— Wnem, — BHOBB NOAAXBATUB KOTA, 51 JBUHY/IACH B HAIIPABJIE-
HUM KyXHH.

Tor 03a1aueHHO MUCKHYJ, a MOTOM PACCAA0UIICS U CBECHIT
nanku. Jlaxe MOCIyIIHO CMOTpes TOJIBKO BIEpen, 4ToObl MHe
ObLJIO MPOILE UATH.

3aMMHKa BO3HMKJIA, KOIZa s 3aX0Tejia CIyCTUTh €ro Ha IOJ
— OH BLENWJICA B MEHS Y 3aMOTaJ I'OJIOBOM, IEKOYa IPU STOM
ycamu. He 3axores oH ycaxuBarbscs U Ha cTyil. OcMOTpel ero ¢
COMHEHHUEM, JEPHY/I XBOCTOM U yKa3aJl JIAIIKOM Ha IPYTou CTYII:

— Hecu tyna! I1butb ThI TAM yk€ CBOMMH IITAHAMU CTEPIIA, TAK
YTO MOKHO M MHE TIOCHJIETh, HIUETO HEe OO0SICh.

— Thl mpaB, — OTHYCTHB CBOIO HOIY B YKa3aHHOM MeECTe,
B3[VISHYJIA HA €ro KyLbIM XBOCT, — K TBOEMY IIPUCTYITy rojofia
TOJIBKO IIPUCTYTIA AJUIEPTMU U HE XBaTaJo!

— [IpaBubHBINA TOAXO KO MHE, OEPEIKIIMBBIHA, — HE CMYTHIIACH
9Ta Haras Mopaa. — Ho yuTtu: To, 4To MHe Tenepb CUIETh YA00-
HO, HE O3HAYAET, YTO 5 [IEPEXOTEN ECTb.

— Bort ¢ aTtoro u HauneMm. .. IlogcBeTn-ka.

Kot nmociymHo npocienun 3a MHOW B3IVIAJOM, U S CMOIJIa
HAWTH B OTHOM M3 BEPXHHUX SIIIUYKOB HEOOJBIIYIO CTOIKY Ka-
KHX-TO TPANOK. B34B 0OfHY U3 HUX, IPUHIOXAJIACh, ITOHSJIA, YTO
OHa HOBAs U CTEpJIA €10 MbLIIb CO BTOPOTO CTYJIA. SI-TO ee He BUXKY,
HO KOT OJOOpHTETIbHO XMBIKHYJI. Bripouem, moTomM MaxHy:1 Jiar-



KOU ¥ COOOIINJI, UYTO TYT BCE PABHO CTOJIBKO I'PSI3H, YTO HUKOT/IA
HE OTMOEIIb, a HAYMHATH BOOOIIE HaJ0 C MOMX IMTaHOB. OHH,
MOJI, HE TOJIbKO C ABIPKaMU, HO W TAKUE TbLIbHBIC, UTO, TJIsi/IS HA
HUX, YK€ YMXaTb XOUETCS.

— Tak 4To X He 4yuxaellb? — Cpocusa ero.

— Cuny Boimm Kavaro! — XBacIMBO OTBETWJI OH. — Bee mory
cTepreTh — BO Kak!

— Bee?

— Kpome ronona! — 3ameTrB HENojieIbHbIM MHTEPEC C MOEU
CTOPOHBI, TTOCTIETITHO JT00ABHII KOT.

— U onATh MBI BEpHYJIHCH K TOMY, C YeTO HavajIu, — KUBHYJIa B
CTOPOHY XOJOAWIbHUKA. — [ToyeMy Tbl He XOuelllb, YTOOBI 5 ero
OTKpbIBasa’?

Kor momnbitasicss ormamuuBatbest. [loTom OyXTeTh HEUTO
HewieHopaszenbHoe. [I0ToOM NMpUTBOPUTHLCS, UTO HE MOWMET, O
4yeM pedb. B o0iiem, oH BCSIUeCKH IEMOHCTPUPOBAT MHE CBOIO
CUJIy BOJIM. A TIOTOM YBHUJEJ, YTO 51 BCTaja, U MOHS, YTO MOSI
CHJIa BOJIM HE TaK MPOKAYeHa, KaK ero, U 3aMeIIKaICs, Pa3MbIIil-
JIsAsI: ONATH BOEBATh WM TIOCU/IETh, pa3 KOM(OPTHO.

— OTBETHILb HA BCE MHTEPECYIOLIUE MEHSI BOITPOCHI — [IOKOPM-
T, — oo0erana Koty.

— Bnososnn?

— Jla XOTb 10 UKOTH!!

Kota npenoxeHue 3aMHTEPECOBAJIO, U OH CTal JaBaThb IO-
kazanus. [llenorom, 4ToOBI HUKTO, KPOME HAC JJBOMX HE YCJIbI-
man. [IpeaBapurensHo ocMmoTpeBimch. W, modopoB Opesrim-



BOCTb, IIPUKPBIB OJIKariIee K cede OKOIIKO TPSIKON, KOTOPOi
s BBITHpAsa CTYJL.

WTak, oka3pIBaeTcs, 3TOT JIOM MPUHAJICKUT XO3AUHY ITOTO
neca. He yBepeHa, 4To MpaBUJIbHO MOHSIIA KOTA — OH BpeMeHaMU
KaK-TO CTPAHHO IIIUIIEN, BOBMOXHO, U3-32 BCIUIECKA SMOIUH U
CJIOBHO TIporiathiBail OykBbl. Ho gymaro, uyTo oOmmii cMbICT 5
BCE-TaKM YJIOBUJIA, MIOTOMY YTO HECKOJIbKO pa3 Mepecrpocuia,
NieperHAYMB BOIPOC.

— Jlom nprHaIeKUT CAMOMY [JIABHOMY ?

— Jla.

— Xo3auny?

— Hy na, na! Ckonbko MoxxHO?! Thl HAMEpPEHHO TSHEIlb Bpe-
Ms1, YTOOBI MEHsI He KOPMUTH !

B o0r11iem, xerast TOCKOpel yTOJMTh OO, KOT IPUHSIJICS 3a-
KUJIBIBaTh MeHsI (DaKTaMHu. . .

Hu n1s koro B Tuxux 3emiisix He HOBOCTb, UTO BBICIIIUM U3-
32 UX CHJIBI M ONPE/IeICHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEN TSIKEJIO HAMTH ce-
6e mapy. Ho OBITh jKeHOW TaKoro X03siMHa (TYT KOT OMSTh 3aIllH-
nies1), — OOJIbIas YeCThb Jist JII0OOH Jien, TIOTOMY Kak IOBBIIIA-
€T He TOJIbKO €€ COIMAJIbHBII CTaTyc, HO U Onarornoiyumne Bce
ee cembu. U Tak Kak xkenaHue OO0 JIEBYIIIKY BBIUTH 3aMYK 32
BBICIIIETO COMHEHUIO He ToaBepraercs, Mimmneparop ynpazaHut
CBATOBCTBO J1JIsI 3TOW KaTerOpvK CBOMX MOJIJAHHBIX.

Kaxaplii rog cam MMriepatop npoBoauT 00psijI, KOTOPbIiA TO-
MOraeT MOHSITh: He 00pa30BaIach JI XOTh OJHA HOBasl Mapa Jjisi
BhIcIIero. M ecnu sHepreTyeckrue MOTOKH JEBYIIKU OTKJIMKA-



I0TCSI HA Maru4ecKkue OJHOTO M3 MYXKUYHWH, K POIAUTEINSM JieAn
MOCTYIAET JIECTHOE MPEAIOKEHNEe O BO3MOXXHOM 3aMY:KECTBE.
A J5ieny co BceMU TMOUYECTSIMHM TTPOBOKAETCS B 3aMOK, rjie Oyaer
KUTh ¢ Oyaynmm cynpyrom. [To mopore Myapbiid U Becesblii Me-
HECTpeJb BCSIUYECKM PACcXBAIMBAET ee U30paHHUKA U yOekK/Iaer,
9TO TOT JIyurmid. Paccka3piBaeT o Hem, IOET XBaJjieOHbIe TUMHBI,
TiepecKa3bIBaeT UCTOPUIO €r0 CEMbU C IPEBHUX BPEMEH.

U Tak nmomyvaeTcs, 9YTo KOrjia AeBYIIKa OKa3bIBAETCS HA ITOPO-
re 3aMKa, OHa y’Ke MHOTO€ 3HAaeT O BKycaX CYKE€HOT'0, ero IMOJBH-
rax v npuBblukax. Mimeer npejacraBieHue, Kak eMy MOHPaBUTHCS
Y MPOM3BECTH HA Hero HauOosee OMaronpusiTHOE BIeUaTIeHUe
W, TaK CKa3aTb, 3HAET, KAKOW paKypc MPOIEMOHCTPUPOBATh.

Hy u BbicHIMii TOXe cTapaercs, MOTOMY KakK eJMHCTBEHHOE
JKeJIaHWe, KOTOPOe y HEro BO3HUKAET B CBSI3U C MOsIBJICHHEM
HEBECTHI, — 3TO BCSIUECKU €l YTOKAATh.

— Yroxnate? — { okuHyJa B3MJISIOM MpPayHyl0O KOMHATy, y
KOTOPOH €CJIM ¥ MOYKHO OBbLJIO HAWTH CXOACTBO C 3aMKOM, TO MC-
KJIIOYUTEJIBHO C MOJBAJILHOM €r0 YacThio. — Thl HUUEro OT rojioja
He noryTtan?

— Jla yto?! Jla ... — KOT HaCTOJIBKO 3aXJIEOHYJICSI BO3MYIIIE-
HHUEM, 4TO C IIeNoTa mnepelre Ha KpuK. — Jla 94To Obl ThI 3HaJA,
39TO HAMMCAHO B KaxxIou SHumKJoneanu geau!!! Y ecim T ee
HE YMTaJia, 3TO 3Haellb, 4To 3HauuT?! 3Haenin?!

— MHe n1000IBITHO Jpyroe, — OTMaxHy/lach s OT €ro Hame-
KOB, — YTO O3HAYAET TO, YTO, B OTVIMYME OT MEHSI, Thl STy KHUTY
U1 JIeOu 9uTai?



Kot xoTesn orpeI3HyThCA, Aaxe NacTh IPUOTKPbLI, a IOTOM 3a-
JOYMYMBO MOYECA]l MAKYILIKY W BbIIBUHYJI IPEAIONIOKEHUE:

— To, uto 51 0Opa3oBaHHbBIN?

Sl ycmexHy1ach, ¥ CIOPUTH C KOTOM I10 3TOMY BOIIPOCY HE CTa-
na. Kak 1 He crajna TemuThb ero caMomoOne MpU3HaHUEM, YTO U3
BCEX KOTOB, KOTOPBIX MHE JOBOAWJIOCH BUAETh U CIIBIIATH, OH
JEUCTBUTEIBHO CaMbIN YMHBIN.

— A 4TO Ha CUeT XOJIOAWIbHUKA? — BEpHYJIAa pa3rOBOP B HYXK-
HOE pyCJIO.

— A 371ech BOOOIIIE BCE MpOoIIe TPOCcToro! — (ObIpKHYI TOT, T0-
JIBIIEHHBI, YTO €r0 CJIIOBO OCTAJIOCh MOCIEAHNM. — Tak Kak Oy-
AYLIMIA CYnpyr Xo4eT, yToObl JIeJU Kak MOXHO ObICTpee cTasia
K HeMy OJIaroBOJINTh, OH YCTAHABJIMBAET B IOMEIIEHUH Marmnye-
ckue MeTkd. Tak, HU4Yero ocodbeHnoro. Ho ecnm Bapyr ero He
OKaXeTCsl B 3aMKe BO BpeMsI TPUOBITHS JIe/IU, & OHA TIEPECTyIUT
HIOpOT, OH 00 3TOM Yy3HAeT U TYT e NPUMUMTCS Ha BcTpedy. Hy,
WIM €CJIM BAPYT JieAn OyAeT B 4eM-TO HyxkaaTbcs. OH Toxe 00
9TOM Y3HAeT W MOCHEIIUT KaK MOXHO OBICTpee YIOBJIETBOPHUTh
ee Hyxapl!

— W takas MeTKa ecTb B XOJIOAWIBHUKE, — CAEJaj1a BBIBO 5. —
Thl yBUET €€ M 110 HEel y3HaI UMS XO35MHA JI0OMa.

Kot kuBHyIL

— NimeHHO 310 Tebe He OHPaBUJIOCh, — MPOJIOIKMIIA S1.

Kot HEMHOTO nogymait: Npu3HaBaThCs WIN HET, TOTOM, BU/IU-
MO, BCIIOMHMJI [TPO HAIIl YTOBOP, OOJIU3HYJICS U CHOBA KMBHYIL.

— Yem oH TeOs HE ycTponn?



— Jla Bcem! — OypKHY/1 OOMKEHHO OH U 3aKaHIOUWI: — 1 yxe
Bce pacckazain! f ro-mo-a-uelii! A Te1 00e-1a-a!

— OGemana — caenaio. Tol ellie He cka3all, Kak 30ByT XO3sIMHA
J0Ma.

Kot crnipbirHysn co crynia, nofoiiena KO MHe, 3aCTaBUJI CKJIO-
HUTBCS U 3aLIENTal HACTOPOXKEHHO, OIVIABIBASICH IO CTOPOHAM:

— Ecin mponsHecTH ero UM TpU pa3a MNoIapsj, OH TYT Xke OKa-
JKeTCd 371eCh!

— $1 He cobuparoch ero NMpU3bIBaTh.

— [Houemy?!

Kot siBHO pactepsiicsi, 3a0bUIcS M yriepcsl JBYMS JIAlTKaMK
MHE B KOJIEHU, YTOObI MOOJIMKE, YTOObI HHU CIIOBA HE YITYCTHUTh.

— ITO ke MpOILE ITPOCTOro, — NoaapasHuia ero. — Ha nopore
9Ta MEeTKa OTCYTCTByeT. MIHa4ye OBl ThI, MPU TAaKOH JIOOBH K XO-
35IMHY JoMa, BpsiJl Jiv 3aiesn. He roBopst 0 ToM, 4TOObI TPOXKUTD
nBe Henenu. BepHo?

— BepHo, — moaTBepaui KOT, BCE €llie CIerKa 03a1aueHHbIN. —
Ho 310 s1. I ocobennsiid. A ToI TyT niprt yem? Eciu THI ero npu-
30BElllb. ..

— A 3auem?

— Y10 — 3auem? — HEZONOH I KOT.

— 3auemM MHE NpU3bIBaTh TOrO, KTO TOpPEN HE KEJIAHWEM HE
IIPOIYCTUTB, KOT/Ia 5 MOSABJIIOCH HA 3TOM ITOpOre. A IpoCTo XOTel
3HATbh, CKOJILKO 1 eM?

Kot tak nopasuicsi ycibllIlaHHOMY, UYTO HE cpa3y 3ameTwJ,
KaK f CHOBA €ro nornaguwia. A 3aMeTUB, OIUETUHUJICS U BCITy-



HIAJICS, KaK MOT, a TIOTOM PelIv MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATH CBOIO
MYIpPOCTb, MOJTYa OTOIBUHYJICS OT MOEW JIQJIOHU W BKPATIUBO
TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Hy u 3ayem TeGe Toraa 3HaTh ero ums?

— Xord OBl 3aTeM, — MOSCHWIA S, — YTOOBI, KOIZla Ha 3TOM
nopore 0ObsSIBUTCS ellle KaKOW-HUOY/Ib MY KUMHA, Tl OOJIbIIE HE
BO3MYIIIAJICS, YTO s KPY4y LIAIIHU HE C TEM KEHUXOM !

DpIpKHYB, KOT BEPHYJICS HA CTYJI, IOATSAHYJICS K TTONIOKOHHU-
Ky ¥ KaKOoe-TO BpeMs MOJT4a BOJWJI 10 Hemy Kortem. [ToTom mo-
3BaJl MEHS W, MPHUCTAIBHO TN BHU3, OCBETWII IJIa3aMH CBe-
XKYI0, TOJIbKO 4TO C/IEJaHHYI0 HAANUCh: «AunxaH nep Marauycc
KOXT CosuienH».

Korna noHsi, 4to s mpounTasa, OH BRDKUIAIONIE YCTABUIICS
Ha MeH:, TIPOBEPSIsl: CMOIYY, CAEPXKY CIOBO WJIM HAUYHY TIPU3BI-
Barh? S ¢ HE MEHBIIIUM MHTEPECOM B3IJISIHYJIA B OTBET HA HETO.

— Mozxerib ObITh COBEPILIEHHO CIIOKOEH — s 9TOTO U OfIUH pa3
He Tpou3Hecy Oe3 3anmMHKU. A Tpu pasa noapsn... — C modo-
IIBITCTBOM OOEpHYNach K XOJOOWIBHUKY. — MHTepecHO, 4To ke
9TO 32 METKa, YTO Ha Hell yMEeCTHIIach TaKas JUTMHHAS, HO HEeTlpy-
METHas1 C EPBOro B3MJIsa HAAUCH?

Kot HemeJist COCKOUMII CO CTyJIa U Mmodekall 3aHMMaTh 000-
pOHY. A s TIpoBeJa MaJIbLIEM IO MOJAOKOHHHUKY, OIIyTHJIA, YTO
HaparnuHel ITyOOKUE, a MOJOKOHHUK He JICPEBSHHbIMN, a, [IOXO0XKe,
YTO KAMEHHBI, U HE CTajla CCOPUTHCS C KUBOTHBIM, Y KOTOPOTO
Takue onacHble Korru. Ho BOT 3T caMble KOTTH M TO, KaK OH 00-
JIM3BIBAJICA Y TUIOTOSITHO MEHSI pacCMaTpUBaJl, OTTECHSS MOTMON



XOJIOIMJIbHYK, HATOJIKHYJIA MEHSI HA MUHTEPECHYIO MBICITh: a UeM,
COOCTBEHHO TOBOpsi, OH MUTAETCS?

BripoyeM, yTOUHSATD 51 HE CTasa, TaK KaK MUKapHOTO BHIOOpA
He ObLJIO HEe TOJIBKO Y *KUBOTHOTO, HO U Y MeHs1. Cyasi 1o cKya-
HOMY aCCOPTMMEHTY BHYTPH XOJOMWJIbHUKA, KEHUX MOU KA
JIIOMMOBOYKY, a HE MEHS ¥ IPOKOPAUBOro Kota. Ho yx 4To ects,
TO eCThb. §I, MOXeT, Toxe ceOe MeHecTpesiel He Tak MpeCcTaBIIs-
Ja. A 3TOT UIMIHUT, AaBUT NONON JBEPh XOJOIUIbHUKA, CTPOUT
POXH U C TIPOTUBHBIM CKPUIIOM lIapamnaeT Mo, yupasich Jiamna-
MH.

— Tam NbUTBHO, — HAIIOMHUJIA 51 KOTY, M TIOKa OH Ope3rIMBO
Jepraji jankamu B BO3JyXe, a MOTOM YMCTHJI TUICIIMBBIM XBO-
CTOM KOTOTKH, Opocasi Ha MEHsI KOChIe B3TJIsIIbI, OSCHIIIA, YKa-
3aB Ha XOJIOWJIbHUK. — A Tam eJa.

Kot npe3putesibHO (bbIpKHYIL.

— Jliis Te0s1, — moOaBua .

Hukoraa He Bugena, 4ToObl KpPyIJible I71a3a CTAHOBUIIUCH ellie
KpyIyiee, HO UMEHHO 3TO M Inpousouuio. Ho morom kot npuot-
KPBbUI IBEPb XOIOAWIbHUKA, 3aIJISIHYJI TYAA U OBICTPO 3aXJIONHYII.

— Hano xe! — ¢ppipkHyT 0H. — UyTh OBUIO HE TIpOBesa MeHs!

[MpusTHas mpoxJana, KOTOPYIO s OLTYTHJIA OT OTKPHITOM JIBe-
P XOJNOAWJIbHHKA, BIOXHOBUJIA HA TO, YTOOBI BHOBB K HEH IMPO-
6uThcs1. PasroBop ¢ KOTOM ObLT JONTUM, BUTUEBATHIM. B TO, 4TO
s X035IMHA JIoMa He Oy[y 3BaTh, OH Bpoje Obl moka BepuJ1. Ho ec-
JIV TIPOAIYKTHI B XOJIOAUIBHUKE 3aKOHYATCS, TOT BEb TOYHO TO-
SIBUTCS Ha nopore. BoT Toraa To4Ho!



A moTom. ..

— Tbl HE KaxIelIb NOSBJICHUS XO35IMHA JOMA, — PE3IOMUPOBA-
Jia s1 OTTOBOPKM MOTPYCTHEBILETo KoTa. — [Ipumu, kak (pakT, 4To
Ballly K€JIaHUS1 C HUM COBIAJIAIOT, U ITaBal yKe HAKOHEI] TTOe M.

— Kak?! — Bcrpenenyics totr. — Thl 4TO, TOXE MpOronoaa-
Jlach?!

— 910 HepBHOoe. CTpecc.

— Tak He nouger! 1o HUKYAA HE roauTcs!

Kot 06ecrokoeHo 3axoaui o KOMHATe TyJa-CIofia, TyJa-crojia
BO3JIEe XOJIOAWIbHUKA, IPUTOBAPUBAs, UTO JIyUllle, eciu 51 Oymy
Oonpa, Becesa U MojiHa AYIIEBHBIX CUJI. DTO BOT MPsIM JJIs HAC
oboux syurie! A eciu A ycTaBlias Ja TOJIOAHAst — 9TO He IS
MeHsI, a JIJIs1 Hero 1eJIblid cTpecc! A Mbl Tak He JOrOBapyBaJIUCh!
He noroBapuBanucek, 1 Bce TyT!

— JlaHO, OTKpBIBail XOMOAWIBHUK, — CIAJTT OH BPEMEHHO 000-
POHY, — TOJILKO BCe He elb! 3aBTpa s oTcioa cOery, a CerofHs
JICHWBO JIallaMy JIBUTaTh, CJMIIKOM TojiofeH. Thl moxperib. S
TIOKPY. A TIOTOM MYCTh OH ceOe TOosBIsAeTCS !

Koraa s oTkpbuia 1Bepb XOJIOAWJIBHUKA, KOT CEJl PSAIOM CO
MHOU ¥ PaBHOJYIIIHO B3IJIsTHYJT Ha cofiepxkumoe. H-na, uto u cka-
3aTh? MeTKH s He yBUjIena, ¢ IPOAYKTAMH 3/IeCh ObLJIO HE TY-
CTO, HO OOJIbIle YIUBWII MeHst KOT. [Toka s1 Haciax/ianach mpo-
XJIaJJOW, OH OTKPOBEHHO cKyyvasl. [Ipo gecsaTok suiy ymomndy, HO
€ro He 3aMHTEepPEeCOBaJI0 HA MOJIOKO B KYBIIMHE, HU ITPOCTOKBA-
114, HM KYCOK Macjia, OOMOTaHHBIN B Oymary, Hi CBEPTKHU C Chl-
POM M KYCKOM BSIJICHOTO MsfICa, HU T'ycTasi CMETaHa B JIMTPOBOM



Oanke. CMeTaHy s HAMEPEHO TOJIONIbIIE MoJepXkaia B pyKax, HO
HET, HA TOJIMKY UHTEpeca B OeJTbIX KOIAYbUX IJ1a3ax.

Crpanno. O4eHb CTPaHHO, KOHEYHO. 3HAYUT, BHIOOP TOJIBKO
3a MHOM.

S1 B3sy1a chIp, Ba SIdIA, CMETaHy U IMoj OOJIerdeHHbIN B3/I0X
PAOBIIIKOM, 3aKpbLia IBEPh XOJIOJUIbHUKA.

Cpasy crajio BHOBb KapKO Y 3aMETHO TEMHEE.

— [NonceeTu-Ka, — monpocuiia Kota, NoAoIUIa K IBYM HUKHUM
KYXOHHBIM I1IKaam 1 pacraxHyJsia ux.

KoT BHOBB CeJl y MOMX HOT U MOCIYIIHO OKHWHYJ B3IJISIAOM
CKOBOPOJIKY, KOTOpasi BBIIJISIIENA IPEBHEN JaXe MPU TAaKOM OT-
HOCUTEJIbHOM OCBEILIEHUY, JIbIPSIBBIN YepIiaK, 1BE [JIMHSHbIE Ta-
PEJIKU C MOOUTHIMU KpasiMd, ¥ OHY KaCTPIOJII0 — CTapylo, UC-
KPUBJICHHYIO, HO HA YIUBJICHHUE, O€3 €IMHON JIBIPHL.

— Twl Bce emie qymaeriib, 4YTo OH OyAeT CHENIUTh K HAM Ha-
BCTpeuy? — s B3MIsIHY/Ia HA KOTa C UHTEPECOM.

— JK-x%MOT! — MOBTOpUJI TOT B CEplIax, a MOTOM CBEPKHYJ
I71a3aMU B CTOPOHY XOJIONWJIbHHMKA. — BOT gaxe xodercs, 4To-
ObI THI Bce 3TO chenta! UtoOwl oH noTpatuics! Moxer, chelib?
A naxe nankamu cerojiHs MOABUTalo, €civ BAPYr uto. Moxker,
chelb, a? [locrapaenibesi, MoxeT?

— Tonbko eciu BMeCTe ¢ TOOOM.

— A 4TO, y HAC TMOJYYUTCS OJHOBPEMEHHO? — YCOMHWJICS
TOT. — XOT#, €CJIM Thl He OyJIelIb TPOMKO YaBKaTh. ..

PaccmesiBIMCh, 51 mogxBaTUIa OXHYBIIErO KOTa, ycaauia Ha
CTYJ1, KOTOPbIi HE MPEMUHYJ TPOTUBHO CKPUIHYTh, U MOMPOCH-



JIa CHIIeTh ¥ kJ1aTh. M rmojcBevnBaTh, KOrjaa Mormpory.

Kot XxoTen BO3MyTUTbCSA, HO MOTOM MaxHYJ JIANIKOM U TO-
CITYIITHO BBITIONHSUT BCE, O YeM s ero npocuia. Takum obpaszom,
OblIa mpoBeieHa ObICTpasi peBU3Usi U OOHAPYKEHO, UTO €1H-
CTBEHHOE, C YeM HaM TOBE3JI0 — 3TO KyXOHHbBIE TPSITIOUYKH B BEPX-
HUX SIIMYKaX. BOT OHM ObLIM HOBBIMU, YUCTBIMH, a BCE OCTAJTb-
HOE. ..

TpynHO Ha3zBaTh GOraTCTBOM BTOPOM CTaKaH C TPEIIMHON OT
JIHA JIO BepXa M JISMTHUHOM KHpPa BO BCIO MOIIIb JIBYXCOT I'pamM,
JIB€ UCKPUBJIEHHbIE MAJICHbKUE JIOKEUKHU, [T0YEMY-TO BCErO OfI-
HY pKaBylo BWIKY U jBe cTonku. OuapoBaresibHO. A HaJlIvMBaTh
B 9TU CTOIMKH, BUAUMO, MPEATOIaraaoch MojcoTHeYHOe MACO —
y’e 4yTh IPOTOPKJIOE U3-3a JaBHEro cpoka xpaHeHwusl. [1o kpaii-
Hell Mepe, IPyror KUJKOCTU HU B XOJIOJWIbHUKE, HA B SIIIIUKAX
0OHapy)XeHO He ObLIO.

Wnu 310 Mepka ajs coiu, caxapa U MyKH, KOTOpbIe s axe
He vasiia 31ech Haitu? M KoTopele Ha mepBblid B3MIsA ObUTH Oe3
I00aBOK B BUJIE KYUYKOB.

H-na...

Ternepn, BUAS B KAKOM Y:KaCHOM BCE COCTOSTHHH, $1 ellle pa3
BbIMbLJIA MIEPBbIN CTAKaH — HEMHOT'O HETTPaBUJIbHOUN (pOpMBI, CKO-
pee OBAJIbHOM, HO 3TO TaKOH MYCTSK, — HAMKJIACh BIOBOJIb BOJIbI
C HETIOHSATHBIM COZIEPKUMBIM MUKPOOOB UM MajloueK, HO JIpyrou
BCE paBHO He ObUT0. OTYHMCTUIIA OT XKpa U Mycopa IUIUTY, pac-
CMOTpeJia Ha Hell 3HaYKH, HATOMUHAIOIIIUE YKa3aTeIn Ha MHYK-
LMOHHOM IJITE, BbIIpania CKOBOPOAKY, MOKapuiia sila, nocra-



BUJIA HA CTOJI TAPEJIKy CO CMETAHOW U YCTaJO cejia 3a CTOJ.

— YUT0-TO THI COBCEM TETEePhb 0XJIasl, — FPYCTHO 3aMETHIT KOT
1 3a00TJIMBO MOJBMHYJI KO MHE JIANIKOW cMeTaHy. — Elllb 1aBai.

— EM, — s KOBBIpHYJIa OTUMIIIEHHOM BWJIKOH SIiIla, a TOTOM
Pa304YapoOBaHHO TMOJIOKMJIA BUJIKY Ha OUTYIO Tapeliky, yOuBaio-
IIy1o Bech anmeTut. [lonBuHya cMeTaHy oOpaTHO K KOTY. — DTO
tebe. [TorpoOyii, MHE KaxeTcsi, 3TO €TUHCTBEHHOE, UTO ellle He
yCHEJIO MPOKUCHYTh.

Kot obangeno ycraBuicst Ha cmeTany. [lepeBen B3risig Ha Me-
Hs1. Cyzsi o MopJie, HaMepeBaJICs Ky/1a-TO MOCaTh, HO SHEPrud-
HO B3MaxHYJI JIAIIKOM, CJIy4YalHO IOMaJ €10 B TOPKY CMETaHbl, MH-
CTUHKTHUBHO TPSIXHYJ1 KOHEYHOCTBIO, [IOTOM TaK k€ UHCTUHKTHUB-
HO 00IM3alL, u...

3aBuc.

U cHoBa nu3HyII.

CriotHy1. MHOTO3HaUMTENBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha OaHKY ¢ OcTart-
KaMU CMETaHbl, KOTOpasi OCTajaach Ha APYroM CToJe, a IOTOM Tak
JKAJIOCTJIUBO U UCIYTaHHO B3MJISIHYJ HA MEHsI, YTO 51 OCIelIna
€ro YCIOKOUTbD:

— He nepesxwuBaii. Bece Tebe. U erib, CKOMBKO BIIEe3€ET.

— Ho... — oH B3IJIsIHYJ HAa CBOM TJIOCKMK KUBOT W, BUJIMMO,
MIPE/ICTaBUIT MIEPCIIEKTUBHI 00KOPCTBA, TIOTOMY YTO TIEpeBet 3a-
JYMUUBBIT B3I Ha (POPTOUKY U B3JOXHY.

— Ecnu nosiBuTCA X035MH A0Ma, U Oy[eT 4eM-TO HeJOBOJIeH
WIM HA YTO-TO MPETEH/IOBATh... — sI PE3KO BBIIOXHYJA, YTOOBI
YCTIOKOUTBCSI ¥ HE PACHIMPSATH JIEKCUKOH KMBOTHOTO. — COeXRMM



¢ ToOO¥ BMecTe.

— A Kyga mbl ioriemM? — JIEHUBO TOMHTEPECOBAJICA KOT U CY-
HYJICSl yCAMH K CMeTaHe. — DTO OJIHOMY MOXHO OeXkaTh, KyJia X0-
Yelb. A IBOMM HY’KEH IUIaH. A y HAacC TlaHa HeT. DTo YTo, Ternepb
KJIaTh, KOT/Ia MbI IPUAyMaeM, uTo Ju? §1 3aBTpa XOTes yXOAUTh.

— Ectp y MeHA OnMH 1u1aH.

— Kakon?

— Haiitu Toro opka, KOTOpbIil 3aKUHYJI MEHS B 9TOT BOJIIIEO-
HBII 3aMOK J1J1s1 30JTyIIIKH.

—Y... yero?! — nopasuics KOT, Aa TaK CWJIbHO (PBIPKHYJI, UTO
CTeTieHb ero yAUBJICHHS 3alojHIIIA TIOJIOBUHY CTONIA B BUJE Oe-
JIBIX CMETAHHBIX MATHBIIIEK.

OH pe3Ko COCKOYMII CO CTYJIa, BhIOEKAT U3 KyXHU B KOMHA-
TY U TaM CTaJI ISITUTHCS K IBEPH U IIUIETh YTO-TO Hepa3oopUm-
Boe. BosMy1niasicst oH 40ro, yIOPHO U KapKo. A MOTOM B IBEPb
HeoXxuiaHHO noctydanu. Y on nputux. VI BHOBb HBIPHYJI B TEHb.
Her ero, Het U Bce.

Bripouewm, s1 TOxe He crienmsia MoAaBaTh MPU3HAKOB KU3HM,
MOTOMY YTO JIBepb BHOBb MOTpeBOXUIM. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 B Hee
He cTyvasau. B Hee MONOTHIIN, YTO OBLIIO CUJIBI.

— Her, Hy 51 3Hanma, 9T0 OTKPBUT POT — UCHIOPTHIT (PUTYPY, —
OypKHya si, OpOCUB B3IJISIT HA IIOTPEBOKEHHBIN XOJIOIUILHUK . —
Ho panbliie 0TKa3 OT AWeThl HUKOTJAa MEHS TaK Myral.

U kota, Bugumo, Toxe. IIoToMy 4TO OH MOKMHYJI YKPOMHOE
MECTO B TeHH, MpUOEsKal KO MHe, HAOpOCHUJT HA MOY HOTH OCTaB-
JIEHHYIO MHOIO BSI3aHYI0 KO(Ty, B30OpaJicsi KO MHE Ha KOJICHU —



cam! U 3apeiics B 3Toil KodTouke. Bee, BOT Tenepb €ro TO4HO
Her!

A Mexay TeM, C TOW CTOPOHBI JBEPU BCE TPOMYE HACTaWBATIN
Ha CIIEIIIHOM BU3UTE.

W pa3 Kot Bce elle He nepeBanuBaiIcs yepe3 (POPTOUKY, ITO
ObLT KTO YTOHO, HO HE XO3MH JJOMA.

Torga KTo Takou HarIbIi?



I'maBa Ne 6

— He noMm, a mpoxoaHoii JBOpP, — MOCIBIIIAIOCH IIe-TO B pau-
OHE MOETO XUBOTA, U TYT ke, ¢ ynpekom: — Koraa s xun oauH,
Takoro 6e300pasust He ObUIO!

— Korga oI K11 oguH, THI U CMETAaHOU He OaIoBaJICs, — OTOH-
Jack 5. — Y Ha IBUIBHOM CTYJIe CUJedl.

Kot, BCIOMHMB 0 YKCTOTE, MOATSIHY/ CBUCAIOLIME BHU3 JIall-
KM, U UX TOXE crpsaTai nox kogprou. O Tom, 4To KO(pra jexana
Ha MbLJIbHOM 10Ty, 51 IEIMKATHO HAIIOMUHATh HE CTajia: COeXKUT
elle, a MHE KaK-TO BIIBOEM CITOKOMHEM.

XoTs1 MOKOW HallI AJIWJICS Heloaro. ToT, KTO CTOsLI 3a IBEPhIO,
OT/IOXHYJI BCETO HAYETO, HE YAUBIIIOChH, €CJIU IIPOCTO MOACITYIIIN-
BaJI ¥ IILITAJICS TIOHSITh, €CTh JIU KTO B IOME, a [IOTOM TOHSLJI, 4TO
€CTb M BHOBb IIPUHSICS SHEPIUYHO HACTAUBAaTh HA 3HAKOMCTBE.

— Bor kak Hamyiy Ha TeOsi CBOEro keHuxa! — He BblIepXkKaB
CTyKa B JIB€Pb, IPUKPUKHYJIA 5.

Cynst 1o MUHYTHOH TUIIMHE, MOIO YTPO3Y BOCTIPUHSIIN.

A TTOTOM MOCJIBIIIATUCH BO3MYILIEHHBIE )KEHCKUE BU3IU U CTYK
kabmyukoB. CHOBa crayio Ha yaueieHue Tuxo. Ho He ycrena s
IIEPEBECTH JBIXaHUE, KAK CTYK Pa3faJiCs YXKe 32 MOEW CIIMHOMU.

B oxomko.

Ho Tako¥, OCTOpOHBIiA, HE C 11eJTbI0 BHIOUTD, 2 UCKJIIOUUTEb-
HO YTOOBI MPUBJICYh BHUMAHVE.

MarmmHaIbHO OOepHYBIIVICH, S YBHETIA BA CBETSAIIMXCS TJ1a-



3a, KOTOpbIE, HE MUTasl, MEHs pacCMaTpUBAJIM.

— Jla yk, — A noraguia MMCKHYBILIETO Mo KO(TOH MyIIUCTH-
Ka, — Cy/sl TI0 TOMY, 4TO sl HaOmoao, (PoHAPHK B HOUM HYXKEH
TOJIKO MHE U XOJIOOWJIBHUKY.

['na3a 3a OKHOM 3aropeuch CujbHee. A MOTOM K HUM ITPUCO-
€IMHWJINACH EILE [1BA I71a3a, U CTAJIO CIIMIIKOM HaBA3YMBO, SPKO.

— NHTepecHo, — 3aJyMUYMBO MPOTSAHYJIA 5, — & €CJIU HE KIAaTh,
xorga JIoMKo 3aiJIeT 3aBTpa B FOCTH, a M03BaTh €ro MpsMO CEeU-
yac?

['ma3za TyT %e MOTyXJIM, 32 OKHOM CHOBA ITOCJIBIIAJICS KEH-
CKMIA BU3T U CTYK YNAJSIONMXCS KaOMy4YKOB, U BAATHA — Ybe-TO
I'POMKOE BO3MYIIEHHOE OIpaBaHue Ha Oery:

— OHa cTpaxy XoTesa noxasnoBarbcs! A Hailero AixaHa Tam
BCE PABHO HET!

Haruero.

Muro.

— Kaxercs, y xo341Ha JoMa HEBECTA YK€ UMEETCS, — 3aMETH-
J1a 51 BBIISAHYBIIEMY M3-1107, KO(PTHI KOTY.

— Ara, uenbix tpu!

— INouemy Tpu? bbuio YeTwipe r1aza.

— W Tpu U3 HUX pa3HOro 1BeTa, — MoJACKa3al KOT, KOTOPbII
XOTh U TPAITAJICSA, & 32 BCEM HaOMoal.

— Kak-10 3710... — 4 noexunack. — OIHO 3aTO XOPOUIO — Te-
1Iepb 5 HE KOMILIEKCYI0, YTO, B OTJIMYUE OT MOMX, UX IJ1a3a MOTYT
CBETUThCA.

Kot nocrienHo oTkuHyM KopTy ¥ Kak Obl CITy4ailHO W TIPOCTO



Tak cTayl ocMarpuBarbcsi. Kak OyATo oH 4yero-To eie He BUAET
B 9TOM JIOMUKE 3a JB€ HeleM npoxuBaHus. [loHsTHOE neino,
YTO OH IIPOCTO XOTEJ MOXBACTATLCS, MOJI, Y HETO I71a3a He TOJIBKO
CBETATCS, HO ellle UX 1 JBa!

Pa3. JIBa.

3TO OH CTaJl NOAMUTMBATh, TO 3aKpbIBasl OIMH, TO OTKPHIBASI.

HeteprnienuBo (bIpKHYI, B3AOXHYJ — KaK Tak, 51 BCE ellle He
NpUIIUIA B BOCXUIIIEHUE OT Hero?!

— KpacaBumk, — ycraB oT MUraomniei WuTloMAHALIUH, MO/~
JIach 51 Ha €ro yroBOpbI.

— Cam 3Hai0! — KOT CIPBITHYJI C MOMX HOT, TIepece’ Ha Ipyrou
CTyJ1, IEJIOBUTO TMO/IBUHYJI K ce0e TapesiKy CO CMETaHOM U, TKHYB
JIATIKOM B CTOPOHY, Harjio notpedoBai: — Hecu mo6aBky, noka s
TaKOUW KPACHUBBIA 1 TOOPHIA!

[MonsTHOE J1ET0, YTO MPU APYTUX OOCTOSATENBCTBAX ITOT Kpa-
CHBBIF KOT y3HaJl Obl O 'paHuIiax Moeil 7oOpoTel. O TOM, 4TO OH
UX JJaBHO nepeceK. Ho MBI ¢ OPKOM JOCTATOYHO MHOTO BBHIITHIIH,
3a TpeziesiaMy JOMa ¢ HOBOM CHJION OECHOBATUCH IMKUE 3BEPH,
a y MEHsI BO3HUK BOIIPOC, OTBETUTh HA KOTOPBI MOIJIa TOJIBKO
3Ta Harjias cepas MopAa. A MoIJla U He OTBETUTb, C TAKUM-TO
XapaKTepoM.

— Hy? — notoponun Haxasnensiil. — [ToscHsI0: B TBOUX UHTE-
pecax MeHsl HAKOPMUTb KaKk MOKHO IJIOTHEe.

— MHe 17151 Te0s1 cMeTaHBbl He KaJIko. MoXelllb 1axke AUYHULLY
CBECTbh, IOKA HE OCThUIA. TONBKO BOT. ..

A cnenana Bug, uto 3agymanack. Kot xxgan. Ha ynune kto-1o



MPOTSKHO BBUI, HO XOTsI OBl yke He cryvaiics. Kamana ¢ kpana
Bofa. M TyT KOT He BbIAEP:KaJ STOM MbITKU.

— Hy? — norpe6oBast yTouHeHuUs1.

Hy s v nmepenuia K ToMy, 4TO MEHSI BOJHOBAJIO, CIIPOCHJIA!
KaK OH coOMpaeTcs TepreTh 0 yTpa, mpy TakoM arreTure? Ha
YJMILY-TO OH, KaK $ MOHSJIA, 10 HOYaM BBIXOIUTh HE JKEJIaeT.

— 4l 9t0, MO-TBOEMY, TUKUI?! — TOT BO3MYIIIEHHO MOTPSIC JIaIl-
KO, CHJISICh CIIOKUTH ee B KyJadok. — 51 oOpa3zoBanHbiii! {1 sH-
[UKJIOIIE JUIO Jean untan!!!

—I'me cBs3B?

Kot 3a10XHyJICA HETOIOBAHNEM, CITUJICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh, I10-
SICHUTb, & IOTOM BCKOYMJI CO CTYJIa, 3ACTaBUB TOT MOLIATHYTHCS,
IIYCTPO METHYJICA Ky/Ia-TO B OOK, U s yCIIBIIIANA, KAK B TEMHOTE
CKPMITHYJIA €Il O/IHA IBEPb, U OTTYJA JOHECCS 3HAKOMBIM 3BYK
CJIMBa BOJBI M YK€ MTOUTH BMEHSIEMbIH TOJIOC:

— 4 naxe nanku ymeio MbITh cebe cam, a He TOJIbKO CMBIBATh
B Tyasiere!

JIyHHBII CBET MOMOT TOIOUTHU K KUBOTHOMY O€3 TIPUKJTIoUe-
HUM, ¥ YBU/IETh BAHHYI0 KOMHATy. MajieHbKYI0, C KOCOOOKO yCTa-
HOBJICHHOUM BaHHOM, OUTOM IJTUTKOW U MayTHHOW Ha CTeHaX, pa3-
OUTBHIM 3EPKAJIOM, OTUH U3 OCKOJIKOB KOTOPOTO YIpOXKasl yracTb
B JIIOOYIO CEKYH]Ty, YMBbIBAJIbHUKOM, 3aBAJICHHBIM KaKUM-TO XJIa-
momM. Ho camoe raBroe — 371ech Obut Tyasier! Io Bumy, Kyma 60-
Jiee MeYasbHbIi, 4eM OObIYHO YCTAaHABIMBAIOT IPU PEMOHTE, HO
9TO BCE K€ JIyullle, YeM HUYETO.

Sl maxe mymarth He XOTesa, YTo OBl Jefiasia, eciu Obl 9TOTO



ynoOCTBa He OKa3alioch. BeicTaBuia koTa 3a IBEpU — TOT OOU-
JKEHHO MOCKPeO KOr'TeM B XJIMTIKUE ABEPH, HO TTOTOM BEpPHYJICS K
cmeTtane. [1onb3ysch MOMM OTCYTCTBUEM, BOCITMTAHHBIN KOT BeJl
cebs Tak, Kak XOTeJI U IPUBBIK — €ro JJOBOJILHOE YpUaHHUe 1 YaB-
KaHbe TIO CJIBIITMMOCTH TIEPEK PN CJIMBHON OAYOK.

U 3a 106aBKO# OH MPOUTHCH HE TIOCTECHSIICA: K MOMEHTY, KO-
I/1a sl BEpHYJIaCh, HE TOJILKO TapesiKa, HO M OaHKa yxke ObLIM ITy-
CTBIMU.

— Tak, — 3agymaiiach 51, ObICTPO MTOMBIB TIOCY/y U BHITEPEB CO
CTOJA, — HAJIO KAK-TO TOTOBUTHCS KO CHY.

HecMoTpst Ha xapy M 3KCTpeMaJibHble COOBITHUSI STOTO JHS,
3eBaJIOCh HemuiocepHo. Ho eciu Bce ObIJIO B TAKOM Y)KaCHOM
COCTOSIHUH, HE TIPOCTO TOJ] CJOSIMU TIbUIA, HO U TPSI3HU, TPYIHO
MPEJCTaBUTh, B KAKOM COCTOSIHUM HAXOIWJIach KpoBaTh. U Tem
HE MEHee, HavyaTh s pellua C Hee.

[TonxBaTuB KOPTY M KOTA, KOTOPBIN TOJBKO BBIIOXHYJI U3yM-
JIEHHO, a TIOTOM TIOKJIa/IMCTO CBECHJI JIANKH, 5 TPOIIIa B KOMHA-
Ty. MeyieHHO MOKPyTUJIaCh BOKPYT, PACCMaTpyBasi OOCTAaHOBKY
BHUMartesbHel. [levyansb, 1a ¥ TOJIBKO.

3aptpa. Co Bcem Oyny pa3zoupatbes 3aBTpa. [IpaBna, Tpenbl-
Xajach elie HaJie)aa, YTo BCKOpe s OUHYCh y ceOs1 JoMa U TIOK-
My, 4TO BC€, UTO 51 BUJEJa U NEPEKUIa — U3-3a JIETKOro OTPaB-
JieHust ot BuHa. [Toka sxe, 4ToObI JTydIlie pacCMOTPETh IMpe|iara-
eMoe JIOKe, s1 CKIIOHWJIACh HaJl HUM CO CBOEM MKaloIllen OT nepe-
enanus Homel. HacekoMbIX HET, a BOT ITbUTb. . .

— Vxomum! — notpedoBast pacurxapimiicst KotT. — Hamo cpou-



HO MeHATh 00cTaHOBKY! /I uyTKuWi, AeIMKATHBIN, 1 BOOOIIE He
NPUBBIK K TaKUM MbITKaM! OOBIYHO MOSI pOJIb C TOYHOCTBIO IO
Haoboport. { — He xepTBa! Keprea — He 51! A 3710... Kak 37107..

— Mynpsiii? — moackazaia s, M1 Korja OH, MOMMAaBIIMCh Ha
YJIOBKY, KUBHYJI, IPEAJIOKUIA: — A pa3 MyJIpblil, JaBaid, TOBOPU,
IJie MBI CIIaTh C TOOOU OyneMm.

— Yero?! — nopaszuics Kor.

— Yro. Pa3ge B sHIMKIIONEANY Jieid He ObUIO HANIMCAHO, YTO
TaK TOBOPUTb HE MPUHSATO?

— Her! — Bcnbixayn KoT. — Tam HammcaHo, 9TO Jieu BooOIe
10 OOJIBbIIeH YaCTH JIOJDKHA MOJTYATh U CO BceM coramarbes! U
C TeM, YTO CKaxyT crapuye. U ¢ Tem, 4To NpUKa)eT CBEKPOBb.
U yx tem Gonee ¢ TeM, uto notpedyer ee myx! U rimaBHoe, Ha-
MMCAHO, YTO BCE JIEAN JOIKHBI YETKO COOMIONATh TU MPaBUJIA,
WHaue U POACTBEHHUKH, U CBEKPOBb, 1 MYX MOT'YT BBIHECTHU €M
CYypOBOE HaKa3aHHeE.

— OmIMYHO, OpK, — BCMBIXHYJA yXke 5. — [IpunomHio s1 Tebe
TaKo€ roCTENPUUMCTBO!

— Tume Te1! Bropon pa3 yxe! — MoxHaras jarka Hakpbljia MOM
POT, KOT OATSIHYJICS BBEPX HA MOMX PyKax U IIENHYJ B yX0. — Y
OpKOB Bcioy ecth yim! Haknmmgens erie! YV Hac u 6e3 Toro qsoe
MYKUKOB Ha miogxone! Ho ¢ aTumu XoTh pa3oOparbesi MOXKHO, a
¢ opkamu. .. OHHU X eciu 41O periar, To Bee!

— Tonop Ha m1e4o M B MEIIOK, — XMBbIKHYJIA I, KOrjJa Jiarka
OT MEHs1 OTOJJBUHYIACD.

— Hy, Takue npeBHUE TpaUIIUK yXkKe PEIKO KTO COONIOIAET, —



HPaBOYYHUTEJIHHO 3aMeTHIi MHe. — Ho o01Iuil CMBIC TOT Xe, /1a.

U, BuauMo, Mosi COOOpa3UTENbHOCTh MTPOU3BETIa Ha KOTa Ta-
KO€ CWJIbHOE BIEYATJIEHUE, YTO OH MOINIAAW MEHs JIalKoW Mo
TrOJIOBE.

A TIOTOM OITyCTHJI JIAlIKy BHU3.

K BrlemMke Ha 1miee, Tie OIcs ImyJibC.

U nocmotpen MHe B I1aza.

Ouenp BHUMaTENbHO. U KaKk-TO OYEeHb NeYasbHO.

— Nrak? — oTBENa B CTOPOHY JIANKY C HEXOTS OKA3aBIIMMHUCS
KOroTkamu. — 7K1y TBOMX MPEIIOKESHHMN.

Kot nogymas-nogymaii, a HoTOM CHOPBITHYJI C MOMX PYK U TO-
TONaJI K OKHY, JI€JIOBUTO 3a51BUB I10 MyTH:

— MeHs TONOKOHHUK YCTpauBaeT!

— Kak 3Haems.

[TpunogHsB ¢ KPOBaTU MOKPHIBAJIO, HAKUHYJIA €r0 OOpaTHO 1
I'POMKO YMXHYJIa OT B3MeTHYBLIeWcs nbuid. Ocmortpenach. Kot
pacTsiHy/ICs HAa MOIOKOHHUKE, TOBEPHYB MOPIOYKY K JIyHHOMY
CBETY M YK€ COHHO coresl. A 'y MeHsI BBIOOpa 0co00 U He ObLIO.
[Monoxwuna kodTy Ha MO, MO/ IOJNOBY, CHsJIA MATKHE MOKACH-
HbI, PaaysiCh, UTO HE XOXY IO AOMY OOCHKOM WJIM B Taroykax,
U JIera.

HecMmoTpst Ha COHMBOCTD, JOJITO KPYTUJIACh: HETIPUBBIYHAS
00CTaHOBKA, HETPUBBIYHAS Kapa, Ja M BOOOIIE HEMPUBBIYHO
CHaTh B IKUHCAX.

A emie He XBaTajo OOBIIEHHBIX CPEJCTB IMBWIM3AINU, U
IJIaBHOE — MOEro HOyTOyKa. OOBIMHO TIO3JHUMU BeUepaMH 5 WIn



nucaa, Wid NpocMaTprBajia KOMMEHTAPUU YUTATENe, paaysCh
XOPOIIIMM, KOTOpbIe OyIWIM BO MHE COJHBIIIKO M CTapasich HE
oOpallaTh BHUMaHHS Ha Te, KOTOPbIe HUYETro He AapUJIH, a JIUIIb
IBITAIMCh OTHATh. K nipuMepy, Bpemsl, HACTpOEHHE, BIOXHOBE-
HUE.

WNuorna nys1 aToro xearano Bcero ogHou ¢ppassl. dymaro, ya-
11I€ — HEOCTOPOKHOW, YEM HAMEPEHHOU U ITpOoAyMaHHOU. Bripo-
YeM. ..

JlagHo, Bce nmpoOnemMsl periaeMsl. S 3ToMmy 1 AHTOHA yuuia, U
cama B 3T0 Bepwiia. BoT u ceituac, HoyTOyka He ObUIO, HO 3TO He
MeNIaJI0 MHE HBIPHYTh B MUP MO€U nocjeaHen uctopuu. Utak,
repoil 3as1BUJI TEPOMHE, UYTO OHa OyJIEeT ero, a cam...

[epen riazamu npoMebKHYJIa KAPTUHKA KPacUBOI'O IoMa re-
pOMHM, y IBEpH KOTOPOM OHA CTOSJIa M TaK TPOraTeJIbHO CMOT-
peJia Ha TO, KaK YXOUT Fepou €ro CHOB, YTO s caMa TUXOHBKO
B3110XHYa. Hano ke, Kakas ellie HauBHAs1, Kakasi OHa ellle BITo0-
ynBasi... U Benp 11e1y10 HOub OH OyZIeT eil CHUTHCS, a OHA Jaxke
He OyIeT MmoJo3peBaThb, YTO ITO HE CUYACThE B IBEPH MOCTYYAIO,
a Kolmap.

Tak, cToII, 4YTO-TO JEUCTBUTEIBHO CTYKHYJIO!

Ho He ycniena s1 gaske TOJIKOM BbIHBIPHYTh U3 MOJYBUIEHUS U
OTKPBITh I71a33, KaK PsIOM C COOOM YCTIbIIaia TOMOT YeThIpex
JIaTIOK, @ IOTOM COOKY OT MeH$1 Ha KO(pTe YMECTHIICS Cepblid KO-
MOK M HarJjio 3asiBUJI Ha CJIy4aii, €CJIi HalyMaloT THaTb:

— 41, xorna Hatuen ee, OT bl Xopowo BeITpycud! [lorpynui-
ca!



Bckope Kot 3acones, a KapTUHKUA U3 MOEH UCTOPUU CTalv OT-
YeTMBEH, sipue, 0OpeTasi KUBbie (POPMBIL.

W npomesnibKHya MBICIIb: MOXKET, TaK [MIOTOMY, YTO 3TOT KOT —
Y He KOT BoBce. BepHee, He pocTo KOT, a AeUcTBUTEIbHO My3?

— Jait xpath! — ObLT OTJAH MMPUKA3 COHHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

Hert yx, ecn b1 Mot My3 ObUT TAKMM MPOXOPJIMBBIM, BeU-
HO TOJIOIHBIM M HaIJIbIM, Bce ObUTO OBl TIO-JIpyromMy. 51 ObI 3/1€Ch
TOYHO HE OKa3zaslach. A chesa Obl OEIHOTO OpKa, €/1Ba YBUjENa
Ha 1opore.

Tak, Bce, carb. YTPOM MHOIO€ BBIIVIAIAT COBEPILIEHHO WUHA-
ye.



I'maBa Ne 7

YTpo He moakavyano u AEHCTBUTENBHO MOKA3ajo KOe-4To B
HOBBIX Kpackax. JIOMHMK OKazajcsi ele 3arylieHHed, YeM MHe
NPEICTaBISIIOCH, & KOT. ..

[Toka OH rpOMKO TMocarnbIBaI, Jiexa Ha Moel KopTe u 1eris-
SICh 32 Hee JIaKaMu, CJIOBHO BCe ellle OmacasiCh, YTO BBITOHSIT,
s C JKQJIOCTBIO paccMaTpuBaia ero KpyImHoe, HO Kyliee Telblle,
CepyIo MepCTh — TYCKJIYIO, KOe-Tjie TUICHIHNBYIO, a KOe-TJe CKOM-
KaHHYI0, ¥ 00JIe3IIHIA XBOCT C Uy/IOM 3aITyTaBIIMMUCS B HEM KO-
JMOYKaMH. BhIJIO BUIHO, YTO KMBOTHOE MOOBIBAJIO HE B OIHOM
niepepsire, HO CKopee BCero, 3a0blIo, KOrjia B IMOCIEAHUA pa3
npubmmkanock K Boae. Hy ma, koHeuHo, Boa — He eja, TOTOMY
WHTepeca He TpecTaBIsa.

Kcrary, B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT KOT TPOMKO BCXPAITHYJI, OTKPbLT
J1a3a v TOJEIUIICS CO MHOM HaOOJICBIITHMM:

— Xpars xouy!

— U 1ebe nodpoe yTpo, — MPOUrHOPUPOBAB MOMBITKY OOJIH3-
HYBIIIETOCS JKMBOTHOT'O TIepesie3Th ¢ KOTHI Ha TO, UTO MOMSTYE,
TO €CTb, HA MEHs, 51 BCTaJla, BHUMATEJIbHO OCMaTpuBasi (ppoHT
NIPeICTOAIIEN padOTHI.

VBBI, Uysa He MPOM3O0IILIO, s HE OYHYJIACh B CBOEH KBapTUpE,
a 3HAYWT, HAJI0 MIPUCTIOCAOTMBATHCS K TOMY, UTO nMeetcs. MTak,
CMOTPUM TIpaBJie B IJa3a: MPEBPATUTh 3TO KUIHUIIE B YIOTHOE
BO3MOKHBIM HE TIPEJICTABISETCS, HO 32 TO, YTOOBI B HEM MOYKHO



OBbLIIO XOTS OBl HAXOOUTHLCS O€3 OMACKU JIJIs1 37J0POBbSI U TIPUCTY-
TIOB OpPE3MIMBOCTH Y KOTA, MOXHO ITOBOEBATh.

— He nonsi1, — 3aMeTHB, 4TO 51 YXOXKY, IOMHTEPECOBAJICS BOPU-
JIUBO KOT, — KyAa 3TO Thi?!

— B BanHy0.

— A a?! Kak 310 6e3 mensi?! A s kak xe?!

OH ObLT HACTOJIBKO YWBJIEH MOUM IPEACTOSIINM YXOAOM U3
KOMHATBI, UTO TIepecTasl OOJM3bIBAThCS U TIO-XO3AUCKH PACTATH-
BaTh Kororkamu kodry. Iloackoumn ¢ Hee, cen nepeso MHOM 1
MIBITJIMBO B3JISTHYJI B I71a3a:

— A Kak xe g?

W Mopaouka Takasi TpyCTHas-IpyCTHasl, YT0 OOHUMHU U I1J1aub.
A B3IJIs1]1 TaKOH, YTO TOJIBKO KasAThcs. Bo Bcem. Ho npsimo 31€ech,
1py HeM U cenvac. Bot ke manunynstop ymacteid! Ho 31ech
HAIIlM UHTEPECHl COBMAJIH, TAK UTO 51 C TOTOBHOCTHIO MTOBEJIACh Ha
€ro yJIOBKY.

— IMoiinem co MHOM.

— MoxerT, moHecellb, Kak Buepa? — BHeC/Ia PeJIOKeHUe Har-
Jlast Moppa.

— IloHecy, — MOKJIAJAUCTO COTIachIach .

[MogxBaTriia ero, BRIJOXHYB OT HEIIPUBBIYHOM TSIKECTH, TIPO-
[IECTBOBAJIA B BAHHYIO B MOTYAJIMBOM COITPOBOXKIAEHUU JIOBOJIb-
HOT'O JKM3HBIO )KUBOTHOTO M HaOpajia B OOHApyXEHHBI B YLy
rioliapanaHHbIi Ta3 BOJIbI, IPEABAPUTEIHHO OIMOJIOCHYB €ro.

— Yr10-TO THI ceOe JIbCTHUIIb, — MOCIIBIIAIOCh XMXUKAHbE W3-
TIOJT MBIIIIKH, — HE TIOMECTHUIILCS THI Clofa!



— $1 — Her, — aXe CIOPUTH He CTajia, — a BOT HEKOTOPEHIE. . .

— K10 3107 — KOT NBITJMBO 3aBEpTEJT FOJIOBOU, HUKOTO HE 3a-
METWJT U TIepeBeJT Ha MeHsI YKOPU3HEHHBIN B3I, — OnsATh 00-
MaH?

— Hukakoro oomana.

UM 1oka OH mbITaJICS MOHATH, B UeM BCE K€ MOABOX, SI OCTO-
POXHO OMYCTHUJIA €r0 B MPOXJIAAHYIO BOLY, O)KUasl BU3TOB, KPU-
KOB, COMPOTHUBJIeHHUS. 5l Obl1a rOTOBa K YeMy yrojiHO, IaXke K I1a-
paruHaM U YKycam, HO BMECTO 3TOrO KOT OCMOTPEJICS B Ta3UKe,
JepHYJI XBOCTOM UM HETOYyMEHHO MOJTI0OO0BITCTBOBAI:

— W uro s 3aech aenawn? B yem npukon?

— Tsl uTO, HUKOTAA paHbIIe HE MBLICS?

Kot 3agymancs. Kaunyn ronosoi.

— BooOiie Hukora? — He rmoBepuia 1.

— A 3auem?

OH oOeckypaxeHHO pa3Bes JianmkamMu B CTOpoHBI. [lotom
B3IJISIHYJI HA MEHS Y MIOHSITIIMBO XMBIKHYIL.

— A, Tbl AyMaelilb, pa3 51 YUTAT SHIUKJIONEAUIO Jienu. .. — OH
TIO/IHSLT BBEPX JIATIKY, MSTKO TOCTYYal €10 MHe 10 JIOY U MPOcBe-
THII: — Tak 3TO X MpUBECTU ceOs B OPSIIOK HAJI0 TOJIBKO B Opay-
HYIO HOYb, a 51 3aMyX He coOupatoch! [laxke eciu Obl U MOT, TO
3a TaKoro kMora Obl He romres! Tak 4ro gaBai, JocTaBad MEHs,
Cyl 1 Hecr oOpatHo! Moxelb KopToukoir 0OMOTaTh, YTOOBI
s1 HEe IPOCTbUL. D! DM, Thl MEHsI CIIBIIUIIL? Yero Thl MeIHIIb?
S Bot umxaio yxe! Bor. Bot ceiiuac, nogoxu. . .

Kot nocrapascst v YnxHy/1 He 04eHb TPABAONOI00HO, HO J0-



CTaTOYHO I'POMKO, UTOOBI 5 BBIIILIA U3 OrlenieHeHust. Kakoit kori-
map! Kakas yxkacHas cka3zka y opka! He Tak MeHs ynuBWIO TO,
YTO KOT HU pa3y He MBUICS, KAK HOBOCTb, YTO JIJI MOETCSI TOJIb-
KO B OpauHyio HOYb!

Bripouem, s joryckana BapuaHT, YTO KTO-TO IPOCTO YUTAI
BBIOOPOYHO CTpaHUIIBL. UYTOOBI IPOBEPUTH 3TO, 5T IOMHTEPECOBA-
JIach Y )KMBOTHOTO, a 4YTO XKe Jiequ enat? M BOT TyT OH paciBen
¥ BIIaJT B MOIPOOHOCTH, a 51, TIOKa OH pa3BUBAJ MHTEPECHYIO IS
HEro TeMy, NpUCTYIWIa K iepBoMy 3tamny padotsl. ViHOraa Kot
CPBIBAJICSl HA XMXUKaHbe, MHOTA )KeMaHHO MPUKPBIBAJICS JIall-
KaMmM, MHOTJIA JIeJIaJl TIOMBITKY MOKPYTHUTh JIANIKOK y BHCKA, HO
HATBIKAJICS] HA MOU B3IJIsA]], CHOBA XMXHUKAJ U MTPOAOJIKAT Pasro-
BOP MO exy.

[TpumepHo 3a morgaca ero OOJNTOBHU 51 Cymena N30aBUTh €10
OT KOJIYEK, CMBITh C HETO MPUJIMYHBIC TOPKU MUK — CY/IS 10
TOMY, Kak OH OyKBaJIbHO Ha IJla3aX y MeHs MOXyael, Hy U Io-
HSATB, YTO €1 [UIs1 JIE/IM 3HAUUT Ky/a Oosblile, yeM rurveHa. Jleam
HE TOJIbKO JTIOOMJIA TIOECTh, HO MPEIOYNTAIN N3BICKAHHYIO TIH-
1y, Aenaukatechl. CUMTanoch XOPOIIMM TOHOM YCTpauBaTh 3Ba-
Hble Y)KMHBI M YIUBJIATh COCE/led HOBBIMHU, HEM3BECTHHIMU UM
noka Omonamu. [la, He Bce U3 HUX OBUIM MPHUSTHBI HA BKYC, HO
pajii MOJIBI JISM YMEJU TepIieTh !

— Hy, opk! — cHOBa BCIIBIXHYJIA sI BO3MYIIIEHHUEM.

Ha MeHs IMKHY/IM ¥ IprKaiy Obl K MOEMY PTy MOKPYIO Jiar-
KY, eci OBl 51 He yCIieNia yBEpHYThCS.

Yro cKazaTh, €C/IM paHbIlle MHE TPOCTO OBUIO BCE PABHO M HE



JI0 TIOMCKOB TaK Ha3bIBaeMOM IOJIOBUHKM, TO TEMephb s oraca-
JIaCh, YTO 3Ta BCTpeya npor3ouaeT. M rpbI3im MeHs oJo3peHusl,
YTO OMACEHUsI MOU He HarpacHbl. Hy He Mor opk, ymeonmn 3a-
KU/IbIBaTh B IPOCTPAHCTBE U BPEMEHU TaK JAAJIEKO, IPOMAaXHYTh-
Cs1 ¥ TIOZICEJIUTh MEHSI B IOMHMK K KOMY IOMAJIO.

A 3HauuT 4yro? Kak MMHMMYM 3TO 3HAUWT, YTO PaHO WJIHU
MO3HO, @ TOCMOTPETh Ha )KMOTA MPUAETCS.

Nwms y Hero kpacuBoe, 3TO /1a, a BCE OCTAJIbHOE. . .

OOBest TPYCTHBIM B3MJISAIOM BAaHHYIO KOMHATY, BBIyJHJIA
MUCKHYBIIETO KOTA Y HA BBITSHYTHIX PyKaX MOHEC/A B KOMHATY.

— Yero 310 5 Ha Becy? — Becemwicss TOT. — OOHUMM MeHs,
BUMIIIb, Y MEHSI HEYJOOHO JIATIKY CBUCAIOT!

Ho xorga Mbl MUHOBaJIM KyXHIO, BECEJIbE ;KUBOTHOTO KaK BET-
POM CIyJIO.

— Dii! — OH NOMBITAJICS Pa3BEPHYTHCSI, UTOOBI IOCMOTPETh MHE
B IVIa3a W MPHUCTBHAUTH kajmodamu. — 51 ke Tede TOBOpHII, UTO
rojogubii! Jlall XOTh CMETaHbI, a TIOTOM HOCH JIaJIbIIe, B CBOE
YIOBOJILCTBUE, TaK U ObITh! D, ThI! Dii, THI MEHSI CIIBIIIUIIIH?

OnycTuB KOTa Ha KOPTY, BCTPETUIIACh C HETOBOJIbHBIM B3IJI51-
JIOM >KMBOTHOr0. MHOTO 4ero xoTeJia cka3aTh 110 IOBOJLY €ro Har-
JIOCTH, HO TMOHSJIa, YTO HAYMHATH HAO C JIPYroro.

— Kens, — npeacraBuiach .

—He Oyny 51 o0opaumnBatbcs! — pbIpkHYI KOT. — MeHs Oosblie
HE IpoBe/elb!

— Mens 30ByT Kens. Errenus TepemkoBa.

KoT ynuBneHHO MOPrHyI U s Ipeaynpeania;



— Tonbko HE TOBOPH, UTO JIeJ TOBOPUT CBOE UMSI TOJILKO OY-
Ayuiemy cynpyry!

— Iocne cBagbObl, — BHEC MAJIEHBKYIO TIOMPaBKY KOT. — M TO
B UCKJIIOYMTENIbHBIX CIIydasix.

— Kakux xe?

— Eciu cynpyr 3auHTepecyercs.

— To ectb, ecnu emy, HarpuMep, He TMOHPABUTCS, KaK Jieau
MOIOMBUIACH, TOTOBSICh K BCTPEYE. .. — B IIIOKE Havyaa s.

Kot KuBHYII, a NOTOM HE BbIIEPKAT U PACXUXUKAJICS, XBaTa-
SICh 32 IJIOCKOE ITY3HUKO.

— O#u, He mory! Ioepuna!

— JlefiCTBUTENbHO, CMEIITHO, — MOHAOMIOAB 32 €ro UCTEPUKON
KaKoe-TO BpeMsl, oIakHy1a s1. — 1 Kak 51 BooOI1e Moria rnose-
PUTH B TO, YTO Thl YUTAJI ITY SHIUKJIONEIUIO?

Kot OynbKHY/I CMeIIKOM W TpUTUX. HeMHOro BHMHOBATO
B3[JISIHYJI HA MEHS M XOTeJl YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO § YK€ BBIIILIA U3
KOMHATBI.

— 91! — mocnbIIaNIoCh BCIEH,.

41 npolia B BaHHYIO.

— D, g npasaa yutai! dA Tonbko npo ums copai! Hy... ato
s TaK IMPOCTO, YTOOBI. .. DU, ThI CIIBIIIHIIH ?

Sl 3akpbula ABEph B BaHHYIO HA XJIMIIKUI KPIOUOK, MTpUBEJa
ceOs1 B TIOPSIIOK — HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBLIIO BOBMOXKHO 6€3 CMEHHOM
OIeK bl U OAHHBIX MPUHAIJIEKHOCTEH, MOAXBATUIA TOT CaMblii
Ta3 U BblLIa. [1o myTH B3sj1a BYEPAIIHIO TPSAMIOYKY, BEPHYJIACH
B KOMHATY U TIPUCTYTMJIA K YOOpKe.



[Nayruna. Ilbutb. I'psase. [lapanunbl, KyCOUKM OTBajJMBalo-
LIEWCSA IITyKaTypKu. Mo nepBbIi CIOMaHHBIM HOTOTh. M ymop-
HOE coreHue y MeHs 3a criuHoi. W mpo0exka yeThlpex Jiarnok
TyJa-clofia, Tyaa-cloja.

A TIOTOM TSIKKUM B3/I0X, CTYK IMYIIMCTOM JIAlIKU YK€ HE IO
70y, a MOe HOTe U TaKOe, HEYBEPEHHOE 1 HEMHOTO CMYIIIEHHOE:

— JKeHb, He 31UCh, a7 A TO Yy MEHs, HE NOBEPULLIb, AIIIETUT
Jaxe mpornal!

HenictButensHO He oBepwiia. O6epHyack. U ycbimana, Kak
y KOT0-TO MYILMCTOrO YPUYMT B )KUBOTE.

— Hy nouru! — TyT %€ Hamesncs oH. — 9TO Ke TOKE CUUTAETCH,
€CJIM TIo4TH?

4l 3agymuMBO paccMarpuBalla €ro, OH paccMaTpuBajl UTO
YIOIHO, KPOME MEH#, a OTOM PaJlOCTHO NMPUOCAHUJICS, TKHYII
JIATIKOU U TIOACKA3aJl:

— A TaMm, o NOIOKOHHMKOM, €ILIE NTayTHHA OCTaJIach! — U J10-
OaBWJI, BUJIS, UTO 51 Oe3eHCTBYIO: — MHO-0-T0!

Sl omonocHyna TpAMKy U npoTsHyna emy. Kot 6pesrnmso mo-
MOPIIWJICS, OIJISIHYJICSI Ha KYXHIO U C TOCKOM B3IVISIHYJI Ha TaK HE
BOBpEMsI 3aMEUEHHYI0 UM NayTUHY. DX, MOT4YaJl Obl, TOKA TOYHO
HE TIOMUPHIINCh, a Teriepb! BUIHO OBUTO, Kak OH MeueTcs, He B
CUJIax MPUHATH IPABUJIBHOE PEIIECHUE.

— CmeraHa 3akOHYMJIach, — HanloMHUIa 1. — Ho mocie Toro,
KaK 3aBEpIIMM 3/€ECh, 5 IPUTOTOBJIIO HAM JJBOUM HE MEHEE BKYC-
HBIN 3aBTPaK.

— Ham? — Kot HeHafonro 3aBuc, COMHEBasICh, UYTO y HAC MOTYT



CXOJIUTHCS BKYCBI, HO TIOTOM PEIWI JOBEPUTHCS U, (PBIpKast U
KPUBSICh, HO B3sUT TPSIIIKY.

K cnoBy, Ha 3a/IHUX JIalKax OH CTOsUT KyJa Oompee, 4eMm sl.
MeHs nymuiam AyxXoTa U skapa, ero Temreparypa He BOJIHOBaJIA,
HO SIBHO MOATOHSLT rosofl. [IpumepHO yepe3 yac OKOIIKH U JIBe
CTeHBI OBUTM BBIMBITBI, HO paOOTHI MPEACTOSIIO eIle HeMaJlo, TakK
YTO $1 pellnia pepBaThCsl.

OcTraBuB OKHA PacHaxHyThIMU, — KOT yBEpsI, UTO THEM 3TO
Oe3ormacHo, s Opocuiia yoopky. Kot permmi, 9To oH TOXe B je-
Jie ¥ ToOeKaJl Ha KyXHIO ClieloM 3a MHOI. CHesn Ha CKpUITyYemM
CTyJie, U, HE CYMTAasi XBOCTA, XJIECTKO OBIOIETOCs O HOXKKH, Tep-
NeaMBO M MOJTYa KJ1ajl, 4eM ke ero OymyT OanoBath. OH Tak u
CKazas, MoJ, Oayil MeHs1, 3aCITy K.

— Kro 3aciyxun? — yroununa s, He 000paunBasich K HEMY.

— Kak k10?! fI — roBopio xe!

— A KTO THI?

Kot ponro monmyan, a morom cran OyxXTeTh YTO-TO, YTO pa3Be
3TO BaKHO, OH-TO JiyMaJl, YTO MHE BCE PaBHO, a TYT...

— Bor s — Xens, — nipepBaB ero HbITbe, 1 00EpHYJIACh U C
yAVBJIEHUEM OTMETHIIA, YTO OH HE UrpaJl, a MpaB/ia pacCTPOEH. —
A Tebs Kak 30ByT?

Kot moprayi.

Hymain onro, Tep Jamnkou o0, TO JIM COMHEBasiCh, PU3HA-
BaThCsl WM HET, TO JIM BCIOMUHASI, & TIOTOM. ..

—Hy... BBIpOIKOM MHOT/Ia 30BYT, — POU3HEC €IBa CIIBIIITHO. —
TBapblo MHOTAA Ha3bIBalOT. M3Beprom enie, 1EMOHIOKOM, UcYa-



meM afa. .. Kem eme? O60pMOTOM elrie Ha3bIBaJIH. . .

— W y KOro TONbKO A3bIK NOBEPHYJICA?

— ¥ MHorux.

Tak! Dta ckazka MHe Bce Oosbliie 1 O0JIbllie He HpaBUIach. 5
HE MOTIJIa MOHSTh, KAK MOKHO TAKOTO YMHOTO KUBOTHOTO 003bI-
BaTh HUKYEMHBIM ¥ 000pMoToM. BOT Kak?!

OcraBuB B IIOKOE NIOCY/1y, IpUCEJIa HAIIPOTUB KOTa. XOTEJIOCh
OOHSITH €ro, HauaTh IJIJWTh, 3aTHCKATh, HO s 3HAJa, YTO OH
OUE€Hb TOP/bI, a TAKUX HE CTOUT *kajeTb. [loMoub MOXKHO, HO
HEHABA3YMBO.

— A Tebe caMoMy Kak Obl XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI TeOsI Ha3bIBAJIH ?

— MHe? — OH nepecTa paccMaTpuBaTh CTEHBI M TIOJI U YIUB-
JIEHHO B3IJISIHYJ HA MEHS1. — A 4TO, MOXHO BBIOpaTh?

— Koneuno. MoxHo 6biTh KOTOM. Vit koTukom. Ho MHe mo-
YeMy-TO KaKeTCsl, UTO C UMEHeM TeOe Ky/ia O0JIbliie TOHPABUTCSI.

Kor 3aBuc. {1 BepHynach K FOTOBKE, MHOT/IA CJIbIIIA 32 CIIMHOM
OopMOTaHue.

— Kor?.. Ko-o-tuk? {I — kotn-uk?.. — A cycrs Hejonroe Bpe-
Msl TPEHUPOBOK, yke yBepeHHoe. — 1 — kot! Du! Du, Kens, s
orpesenuics, 1 — Kor!

— Papa cibimath, — st IocTaBuiia Ha CTOJ TOPKY OJIMHOB U TIPO-
CTOKBaIlly. — A UMA-TO Tl IPULYMa?

— A 3T0 4TO, HE MOAXOAUT?! — paccTpowiics OH. — Sl MPUBBIK
yiKe naxe!

— ITogxoaut. TOJNBKO TO, YTO THI — KOT, 3TO M TaK MOHATHO. A
Jaipie? — Tak Kak KMBOTHOE CMOTPEJIO BCE €LIE U3YMJICHHO,



yrounuia: — Hy, Haripumep. .. He 3HaIO. ..

— TepemkoB?

Ha MeHst B3IJISIHYJIH C TAKOU HAIekKI0M, YTO OTKA3bIBATh ObLIIO
CJIOXKHO, Y TEM HE MEHEe. ..

— TepemkoB — 310 hamuiHst. A TedOe HyKHO UMs.

— Cpo4dHO? — OH € MOOOMBITCTBOM B3IJISTHY/I Ha IIPOCTOKBAIITY
Y TOPKY OJIMHOB.

— Her, moxenib nomgymatb. A Korjaa BeiOepelib — CKaKelllb.
HoroBopunuchs?

— Ara!

OrosnofaBmnil KOT ObLT MOKJIAAUCTHIM U TOYTH TEPIIEIMBBIM
— 10K /1aJICs1, KOT/Ia 51 yCSIAYCh, a yKe TIOTOM MOTSHYJ K cee po-
3payHblid KYBIIMH C mpocTokBaiieid. KauHyn ero, HeJOBOJIBHO
HAXMYPWJICS U TIPUIPAJICS:

— Yt0-TO 3TO OO0 MOKUKE BUEPAIIIHETO.

— Moxelp He eCTb.

— Ecnm ObI MOT... — OH TS)KKO B3JJOXHYJI, TIOKOCUBIIIUCH HA
MOIO 1IEI0, €I11e Pa3 B3MVISIHY/I Ha KYBIIMH U PEILIUJICS.

B utore KyBIIMH omycTen ObICTpee, YeM s ycriesia I0ecTh nep-
BbIil OivH. PEeBHUBO IIsA/151 HA TO, KaK 1 TSHYCh 32 BTOPHIM, MHE
OBLIO OpOIIIEHO OOBUHEHHE:

— He naencs! Y te6s enpt 60mbiie!

4l Momya mosBMHYAa K HEMY TOPKY C OJIMHAMU, KOTOPYIO KOT
JI0JITO paccMaTpUBaJl, 2 TOTOM OypPKHYJI HEUTO BPOJIe: «BHIEJ Obl
nama. ..». OTopBaB Kycouek O1Ha, OH 3aKpbLJ 71433, OPe3rIMBO
cMopuwiics U cxkan yemoctu. Ilorepnen napy cexkyna. Crior-



Hy1. U ¢ yauBieHreM B3IJIsIHYJ HA MEHs.

— Ilepeconeno?

— HenocmetaneHo.

XO0poI110, YTO s MPUBBIKJIA K HEOOOCHOBAHHOM KPUTHKE, YeT-
KO pasfielisisi, 4YTO HECET CMBICIIOBYIO HArpy3Ky, a 4To IMyCTOe —
ycriesa B3Th C TapeJiKH ellle OMuH OJIMH. Y KOTa He TOJIBKO TPo-
pesaicsi BKyC, HO M alileTUT OOOCTPHUIICS, U KaTHOCTh ellle — Je-
JIOBUTO TOIBUHYB TapeJiKy ¢ OJIMHAMU K cebe, OH OITyCTOIII ee
32 MUHYTY. TOJIBKO Y CIIBIIITHO OBIJIO, KAaK TPEIIUT 32 YIIIaMH.

A BOT KOI/Z1a TpelaTh NepecTaio, KOT YCTajao B30OXHYJI U O-
TpeGoBa:

— Eme cnenmaenis.

— [TocmMoTpIO HA TBOE TTOBEACHUE.

— YT10? — HambIKWJICS OH, & TOTOM MWJIOCTUBO MaxHYJI JiaIl-
KOW. — A, Bce 3a0bIBaI0, YTO THI HE B KypCe. ..

— He B kypce uero?

— Hy xots 61 TOTO, — (OBIPKHYI OH, — uTO B Tuxux 3emisax
kotoB He ObiBaeT. CoBcem. Hukorna. Her ux 3mech!



I'maBa Ne 8

Kot nonro cmoTtpen Ha MeHsl BbIKHMJAONIE, XMbIKasi U TIOTH-
pas nanku. He noxnaBimcey mpopokeHus UICTOPUH, 51 BCTala,
CyHyJIa €My B JIAIIKM YHUCTYIO TPSAIMOYKY U BBIIIUIA U3 KyXHHU, Ha-
MepeBasiCh MPOIOKUTh YOOPKY.

—Dit! — noHecnock Bejie HeloyMeHHoe. — M. ... 3T10. .. KeHs!
ThI 4TO, HE MOBEpUIIA?

— IHouemy xe — nosepuia.

JlocTaToyHO OBLIO pacCMOTPETh MOJTYYIlE OAHOTO MPeICTaBU-
Tess, Aa YBUIETh C KAKUM M3yMJIEHHEM OH BIEepBbie MpoOyeT
CMeTaHy U MPOCTOKBAIITY, YTOOBI TIOHATH, YTO KOIIAYbell pace B
9THUX Kpasx HECIAKO KUBETCS.

— Torna nmoyemy Tbl He ObelIbCS B yKace M UCTepUKe? — I0-
CJIBIIAJIOCh YOUBJIEHUE YK€ Yy MEHs 3a ClMHOW. — Jlean Moxer
ce0e MO3BOJUTD. . .

— Bort ecnit Ob1 y MeHST BAPYT 3aBeJicsl IECSATOK KOTOB, 51 ObI
HayaJia BOJIHOBaThCA, a Tak... — 5l o0epHyaach K 3aMHTPUTOBaH-
HOMY KMBOTHOMY, CU/ISIIIIEMY B ABYX IlIarax ot MeHs. — Jla Tol 1
caMm He B JETIPECCUU, YTO HA TOPU30HTE HET KOHKYPEHTOB.

— A -T0 4TO? — OypKHYJI HEIOYMEHHO KOT.

— Hy a g-to tem Gonee. XBatuT ¢ MeHs1 TeOs1 ogHOro. JIByx
TaKMX, KaK Thbl, O0ICh, 5 yke MPOKOPMUTH HE CMOTY.

51 BepHynach Kk yoopke. C3aam pa3aBajoch Kakoe-TO IIuIe-
HHUE, HECKOJIBKO pa3 KOT IMOPBIBAJICA YTO-TO CKa3aTb, a MOTOM



cOerai Ha KyXHIO, B3sJ1 ceOe HOBYIO, YHCTYIO TPSIIOUKY U TOXE
MIPUHSLICS 32 YOOPKY.

— Takux, KaK s — 3T0 Aa, — COIIACKIICS OH, POTHpast yoorui
IUIMHTYC U BpeMs OT BpeMEHH, JIyMasl, UTO 51 He BUKY, KOCSICh Ha
MeHs1. — Ho Te1 He 6ouch! Broporo, Kak s1, s1 Obl B oM He mycTuI!
TyT y camoro ronogoBka — xparb IIOYTH HEYEro!

— Camux.

— D... Hy JIaJHO, Jia, — MPUHSUI TIONPaBKy KOT. — B obmiem,
BTOpOroO s He BityIty! 3a 310 Tl He Oouck! f Teds B obuay aApy-
romy He gaMm! CaM pasBe 4To... ECJIA OroJIOJAI0 CHWIIBHO. .. 7KeHb,
a JKeHb, ¢ TAKMM XEHUXOM MBI C TOOOI CKOPO JIATIKU HPOTSIHEeM !
CmMmeraHa yxe 3aKOHYIIIach, He 3a0bl1a?

— W GmuHbI ¢ mpocTOKBAaIIen.

— DTO UCKJIIOYHUTESIFHO TIOTOMY, — MTPOTIBIXTET BO3MYIIIEHHEM
cepblii KOMOK, — YTO HE OCTaJIOCh CMETaHbl !

Bce Bpemsi, moka mbl padoTanu, kot Oyxren. To To ero Bo3-
MYIIAJo, TO TO He HpaBmJIoch. KoHeuHO, He ObUT OH B BOCTOpre
¥ OT MPOCHOBI IOJEPKATh C APYTOM CTOPOHBI TIOK PHIBAJIO, KOT/A
MBI JIOIUTA JI0 KPOBAaTH.

— Jls1 Koro TpycuTh cobpasiachk? f 31ech criaTh He TIaHUpYIo!

— A s Oyny.

— U kodry cBoto, HEOOCK, 3a0eperb?

4 npomonuana. Kot nogymarn, yro yragan. bBpocun Tockiu-
BbII B3[JISI/I HA YMCTBIN, HO XOJIOIHBIA Y TBEP/bIM MOJTOKOHHUK,
Ha KOTOPOM HaMepeBaJICSl CIaTh BUepa HOUBIO U, BUUMO, Ha KO-
TOPOM CITaJl paHee, 1, 3aKPbIB 171432, BCE e 3aCTaBUII ceOsl TTpu-



KOCHYTBCSI K TBIJIbHOMY TTOK PBIBAITY.

He ckaxy, 94T0 IOMOIIb OT YMXAIOIEro KoTa Obljia OrPOMHOM,
HO B/IBOEM Bce ke Jierye, YeM OfIHOMY, TeM OoJiee, UTO MOKPHI-
BAJIO OKA3aJIOCh IOBOJIBHO TSIKEJIBIM.

— Ha ynuiy uau, — 3ameTHB, 4TO 5 3aMeIIKaIach, KOT OIHON
JIANIKOM MPUKPBLT HOCKK, a BTOPOM TKHYJI B 3aKPBITYIO IBEPb. —
W nockopee! A 1o y MeHs, Kaxercs, ajuieprus!

— IHem B Tuxux 3emuisx HEKOro ornacarbcs?

—Hy... — oH notep narnkoii Hocuk. — CKaxeM Tak, TaM cervac
Kyza Oe30racHei, YeM 31eCh.

— To1 0 TibLTN?

KOT XMBIKHYJT U XUTPO MPHILY PUJICS.

— 51 ¢ Tebs1 yMUIIAIOCh, — TIPOTSIHYJ OH, JIEIOBUTO TMOAOMIENT K
JBEPU U pacliaxHyJl ee, caM IpU 3TOM OCTaBasiCh B HEBUAMMOM
30He. — Mau. 3Bepeit, uyto HOUBIO Opomwid, HeT yxe. Jla u He
oyzer.

— [Touemy?

— 4 Tebe yxe cepbe3Ho omor. K Tomy ke, k Tebe CKOpo roctu
NPUAYT, a 51 TAKKUX TeprneTh He Mory. Tak 4To CX0XKy MOOXOUYCh.
HaBaii, naBaui, uau yxe!

MoxHaTtas anka, MPUKOCHYBIIAsACA KO MHE, OKa3ajach Ha
YAMBJIEHUE CUJIBHOW, U YMEJIO BBICTaBUJIa MEHS 3a ABepb. [Toka s
B pacTepsIHHOCTH OCMaTpUBAJIACh HA KPbLIbLIE, B IOME XJIOMHYJA
(oprouka, rae-To TpecHysa BETKa — HaBEPHOE, BBIPHITHYI KOT,
¥ CTaJIO TUXO.

Taxk, nagHO, 4TO Y Hac 31ech? Ecim Obl 3HATH, YTO CKOPO BCE



9TO 3aKOHYMTCSI, MOXKHO OBUIO IepecuaeTh B JoMe. A Tak KOT
MpaB — HAJI0 OCBaUBAThCSI.

Kpbuiblio, MOHATHO, ObLJIO HUYEM He Kpallle TOro, 4TO MMe-
Jock cHapyxu. Kpacka fpeBHsisl, TEMHO-KOPUYHEBas1, BHITOPEB-
asi Ha COJIHIIE W JKeJamlas CKOpee OnacTh Ha 3eMIII0, Kak
ycraBime JUCThst. CKPUIUT BIOOABOK, a TIOPYYHH IS KeJlaio-
IIUX TOJMYYUTh OONMbHUYHBIN. UyTh CUIbHEE HAJABUIIb U TTOJIE-
THUIIb.

— Hy, opk! — cHOBa BcrbixHyna g Bo3myuieHneM. — Hy cra-
cubo Tede!

— He 6naromapu moka, — moCJBIIIAJICS Y MEHS 3a CIIMHOM TO-
Jloc opka. — f ke 4yBCTBYIO, UTO ellle paHo. BoT korga Onmaro-
JApPHOCTh B MEIIOK HE MMOMECTUTCS, s IPUY.

—Yro?...

OOepHYBIINUCH, 51 yKe ObllIa TOTOBA YKPACUTD €ro TMPJISTHION
13 MOMX OJIarogapHOCTE|, HO, YBbI, HUKOTO He yBuesa. JlepeBbs
B JIeCy NeperoBapuBajich 0 4eM-To cBoeM. Crblmascs meder
NTUI] ¥ CBEPUKOB. A y MeHs B yIIax A0 CHUX IMOp 3ByYas rojoc
opka. Koroporo He ObLI0.

He morno xe MHe noka3arbcs?!

Bripouewm, ¢ yueToM TOro, uTo 51 BUKY 32 MOCTIEJHUE CYTKH. . .
9TO BCE eIlle MOTYT ObITh BPEeMEHHbIE TJUTIONUHAIINY. .. U eCIU
s1 OTJIOXHY.. .

— JloOpbiii neHb, Jequ! — Becenblid MyKCKOH ToJIoc, HeOXH-
JAHHO Pa3J/IaBIIUKICS C IPYrod CTOPOHBI OT MEHS, NPepBal MOU
MAaJIOyIITHbIE MBICIIH.



OOepHYBILNUCH, 51 yBUJEIIA BICOKOTO CBETJIOBOJIOCOTO MY K4H-
HY JIeT JBaJIIaTH TSATH, B OOBIYHBIX TEMHBIX OpIOKax, B OeJo-
CHEKHOW TYHUKE C BBIIIMBKOW BOKPYT TOPJIOBUHBI U B YEM-TO
Ha noaoouu MokacuH. OH 11en OeciliyMHO, U BpsijL Jiu Obl 1 3a-
METHUJIa ero MpUOIMKEeHUe, ey Obl OH 3TOro He 3axotesn. CuM-
NAaTHYHBIA MY)KYMHA U C pacroyaraionieil MprusTHON YIIBIOKOW —
MAIMHAIBHO OTMETHIIA S1.

Cama He 3aMeTHIIa, KaK cTajia YJIsl0aTbCs B OTBET M clesiaia
1Iar ¢ KpbUblia.

Ho Bapyr My:k4rHa pe3KO OCTAHOBWJICS, 33 1yMYUBO MIOCMOT-
peJl Ha YTO-TO Y MOUX HOT M YIUBJIEHHO BBIJOXHYJI:

— Oro! He nymar, 4ro Koraa-HuOyab TaKoe YBHKY !

S ToXke mIsiHyJIa BHU3 — HA CBOM OTKPBIThIE IIUKOJIOTKH, Ha
MOTEPTHIE KUHCHI C BEHTUJISILIMEN B BUJIE JIBIP, U B3I0XHYIA.

— Ecnu BBISICHUTCS, YTO KEHIIUHBI XOAAT 3[€Ch MCKJIIOUH-
TEJIbHO B TUIATBSIX. .. — OypKHYJIA £1.

[okazanock, 4TO re-To HeMOAAIEKY pa3Jaics CMEIIOK, U OH-
TO Y BBIBEJI TOCTsI U3 OLIETICHEHUSI. Y/IUBJIEHHO MOPTHYB, TOT C/e-
JIaJI IM1ar, MPUIIYPUBIIUCH, CHOBA HAa YTO-TO YCTABWICS U KAuHYIT
T'OJIOBOM.

— Ipocrute, neau, — nokasics oH, nofpouas. — S — Jlowko
Bapponc. He ycren BeicaThest — BOT U OMepeniiock. Mor Obl
U JIOTaJIaThCsl, UTO 3[IECh TAKOTO MPOCTO HE MOXKET ObITh.

Her, ynbiOka y Hero Bce ke oOBopoxuTesbHass. Eciam Tak xe
yJIBIOAJICS] TEpOW MOEH MOCIe/IHEN TepOrHe, 51, BO3MOXKHO, OTYa-
CTU MOTY TIOHSITb, TTIOYEMY OHA Takasl HauBHAs Aypodka. [1buib-



HOE ITOKPBIBAJI0 MTHOBEHHO OBLITO 320BITO ¥ OTJIOKEHO Ha CKPHIT-
HYBIIIUI TIOpPyYeHb KPbUTbLIA. A sI, HEBOJIBHO MOIAABIIMCH 00a-
STHUI0 HE3HAKOMOTO MY>KYMHBI, TIPUTJIANIIA BOJIOCHI, CIYHYA C
JIMIIA YeJIKy U ToXasesa, YyTo, OTIPaBIAACh B MELIOK ITyTelle-
CTBUH, HE 3aXBaTWJIa C COOOM ImyaphI v Osiecka. XoTs Obl OecIBeT-
Horo. Xors HeT! YV Takoro Kpacaslia HaBEPHAKA COTHU MOKJIOH-
HUII, ¥ YTOOBI BBIICTIUTHCS CPEAU HUX, MHE HYKHA BCSI MOSI KOC-
MeTHKa U Bech rapaepoO! MHTtepecHo, uTo emy Oosbliie MoHpa-
BUTCSI — KOPOTKOE IJIaThe WX JUTMHHOE, HO C OTKPHITOM CITUHOM ?
OHO TaK JIETKO CHUMAETCsI, YTO OYEHb OBICTPO MOKHO OKa3aThCs
OJIM3KO, OUeHb OJTU3KO JPYT K JAPYTY, M KaK TOJIBKO TKaHb yIaaeT
Ha MoJl. ...

[MoiimaB ce0s1 Ha MOCeTHeN MBICIIH, 51 HAXMYPHJIACh W B3IJIsI-
HYJIa Ha TOCTS YK€ HACTOPOKEHHO.

— [IpoctuTe, sieau, — OH TYT ke MepecTa Yabl0aThesl, — 5 ObLT
yBEpEeH, YTO Ha Bac 3alllUTa, BOT U paccaaduics.

Crowno emy mepecrarh yiablOarbCsi, KaKk MHE MIHOBEHHO
BCIIOMHWJIACh OOCTaHOBKAa B JJOME, Karalomias BOAa, BCE eIle
MBUTBHOE TIOKPBIBATIO U KOT, KOTOPBI HE 3aX0Te C HUM BCTpe-
yarbcsl. MUHYTHOE oyapoBaHue CXJIbIHYIIO. [la, nepeao MHOM Mo-
MPEKHEMY CTOST MY)KYMHA CUMIIATUYHOW HAPY’KHOCTH, HO TO-
HPaBUTHCS €My JIIOOBIMU METO/IaMU yKe He XOTeJloch. Tem 00-
Jiee, He ObLIO KeJIaHW s JieUb Ha JIOMAaTKU U CKUHYTh Ha 9TOT YOU-
THIH 110JI CBOE€ HOBOE IJIAThE.

— Jleayn MOXET MEHsl MPOCTUTh? — B TOJIOCE MYKUMHBI JIeH-
CTBUTEJIBHO OIIYIATIOCh pacKasiHUeE.



— Jlenu MozxeT HaJ STUM MOAYMaTh, — MOJXBATUB MOKPHIBAJIO,
s CIIYCTUJIACh C KPbUIbLIa U MepeAaJIa OOUH €ro Kpau rocTio.

OH XMBIKHYJI — s B3DJISIHYJIA HA HErO UCMOI00bs, U OH TYT
e U300pasul cepbe3HbIil BUJL.

[TpekpacHo moHUMast apyr pyra 6e3 CJI0B, Mbl OTOIILIH OT J0-
Ma Ha MOYTHUTEJILHOE PACCTOSTHUE U MPUHSUIUCH 32 PadoTy. DTOT
HarapHUK ObUT Ky/Ia BRIHOCIMBEN MTPEbIIYIIero — YMXHYJI BCETO
napy pas.

A mocJie, Kora y HOKpbIBasia MOKHO OBbUIO Pa3IMIUTh CEPhI
I[BET, — KTO OBl COMHEBAJICA, YTO TaM Oy/IeT HeUTO MPUSATHOE, —
OH OTABIIIAJICS U TIOTIOOOTBITCTBOBAIT:

— 4 npoien?

— Y MeHs elle KpaH Ha KyXHe TeUeT, — 33 AyMUYKUBO MPOTSIHYJIa
o1.

— To ecTb, ceroHs Bbl MO3BOJIUTE MHE BOUTH B JI0M?

— U ¢oprouka ogHa 3ae1aeT, — MPUIIOMHUIIA 1.

[NoaxBaTUB MOKPBIBAJIO, CTABIIIEE KyAa Jierye, YeM paHblie, s
HAIPaBUJIACh K AOMY. BappoHC erie Oosbilie TIOBBICKIT MOE TIep-
BOE BIIeYaTJIeHHE O cede, CIIOKOWHO JBUHYBIIUCH ciieioM. OH
SIBHO He OOsLICSI CTONKHYTbCS C TPYIHOCTSIMH, KOTOPBIE 51 TIepe-
yrcnmia. Tak-Tak-Tak, a TPyAHOCTEW-TO Kyna Oosbiie. Hasep-
HOE, PaHO 3aHOCUThH MOKPHIBAJIO, MHAYE MyTCask padoTa.

— OpHy ceKkyHAOy, — 3aMeTUMB METpax B JIECATH OT JOMa BeT-
BUCTBIN KYCT, 51 IOCMHENINIA K HEMY U BpPEMEHHO pa3MeCTUJIa Mo-
KPbIBAJIO HA HEM.

HouHou cTpax TepnenmBo JOXAJAICA MEHs y KpbuibLa. [1o



m1a3aM ObLIO BUJHO, KAKOTO TPYy/a €My CTOUT He YJIbIOHYThCS,
HO K €r0 4YeCTH — JIEPKAJICSl OH CTOMKO.

— MOXHO y3HaTh Tenepsk. ..

— WI3BUHUTE, — MOKasAIaCh 5, MPEXJIE YeM OH HAIIOMHUJI MHE
o mpunuusix. — $1 qomkHa Oblia cpa3y ckazarh Bam. S — JKensi.

—Yt0? — He paccabiiai JIofko, X0Ts s ObUIa yKe JOCTAaTOYHO
ONTM3KO K HEMY.

— Xens! — noBropuna g rpomye.

W 3ameTniia, Kak MTHOBEHHO OCYHYJIOCH JIMLO cTpaxka. C Kax-
JBIM II1arOM, UTO s MPUOJIMKAIach, OH CMOTpEJ Bee Oosiee KOJIKO.

— JKanp Bac pa3o4apoBbIBaTh, JI€/IU, — CKa3asl OH O€3 TOIMKHU
COXaJIEHU ], — HO BbI [1IOKa HE KEHa.

7Kanp ObUIO pa3oyapoBBIBATh TAKOTO CUMIIATUYHOTO TApHS,
YTO y HEro MpoOIeMbI CO CITyXOM, TIOSTOMY 5T TOBTOPHJIA:

— 9 — JKens, — 1 nosicHMIIa, KaK IJ1sl KOTa, XOTsA TOT OKa3aJics
KyJa MOHSATIMBEN, Y4eM HOUYHOM CTpakK. — D10 Moe ums. JKeHs.
EBrenus TepemkoBa.

— 7Ke-Hd, — MOBTOPWI My;KYMHA 32 MHOW M CHOBA PaclBeJl. —
N3Bunute, nequ EBrenus, mpocro. ..

— 4 yxe noHsIa, — OTMaxHyJ1ach s U, PO MUMO HEro 1o
KPbLIbLly, OTKpbUIA MPUITIALIAIOIIE ABEPb.

Ho Ha 310T pa3 My:K4rHa HE CHEIIWI 32 MHOM CJIEI0BATh.

— A 5 BOT X04y pa3o0parhCs... — MPOTSIHYJI OH 3alyMUMBO U
OTOLLIEJI K KYCTYy C IOKPBIBAJIOM. — BBl MOKeTe elie pa3 npejacra-
BUTHCS?

BcrioMHMB 0 TOM, Kak KOT TOBOPHJI ITPO CMBICII TPOMHOTO TTO-



BTOPEHMSI UMEHH, 51 MOKJIAJUCTO MOBTOPHUJIA:

— Kens. Eprenus Tepemkoga.

Hukakoro uyna He npousomnuio. Tenenopraiyu, 0 KOTOpOU s
NoAlyMaJia, He CIIy4YMJIOCh — 5 MO-TIPEKHEMY CTOsIIa Ha KPbLIbLIE
Y CMOTpEJIa Ha MYKUMHY, KOTOPbIA U3yMJIEHHO CMOTpEJT Ha Me-
HSl.

— Hy na, — cornacuicsa crpax, HakoHell. — Ternepp 5 yciblian
BCE MPAaBUJIBHO.

CekyHAay OH HaJl YeM-TO Pa3AyMbIBAJI, & [IOTOM HEOKUJAHHO
HOITPOCHIT:

— A Bac He 3aTPYJIHUT elle pa3 MPOUTUCHh K ITOMY Kycty? S
MOHMMAIO, YTO 3TO HE JIydlllee MECTO MPOTyJIKHU AJIs JIeH. . .

— DTO BB EUIE KUJIMILE U1 JIeIU HE BUAEIU, — OTMAXHYJIACh
s OT ero U3BMHEHWI U MPUOIN3UIIACH K KYCTAPHUKY.

Crpax ke, Ha000pOT, PETUPOBAJICS K JIOMY W BOIIPOCHTETHHO
W30THYJI CBETIYIO OpOBb.

— /Kens, — noBTopuna s1. — EBrenus TepemkoBa.

Myk4rHa KMBHYJI CBOUM MBICJISIM U MIEPEBE HEJOYMEHHBIN
B3[JISAJ C MEHS Ha JJOMHUK.

— 4 pazoGpancsi, — cooOmun oH, crouso nopoutu. — Ilo ka-
KUM-TO IIPUYMHAM Ha BaC HE TOJIbKO 3allIUThl HET, HO U BCTPO-
€HHBIM MEePEBOIUYUK, TO3BOJISIOIMI BaM JIETKO MIOHUMATh SI3bIK
HaIllero MHMpa, ¥ TOBOPUTh HAa HEM, BechbMa orpanudeH. OObI4-
HO ’KEHMXM CTaBAT Ha JIEU TAKyIO 3allUTy, KOTOpasi HE MIPOCTO
HEBOJILHOE BO3JIEHCTBUE OJIOKMPYET — Kak B MOEM cliy4ae, HO
Y MEHTAJIbHOE BHYIIIEHUE HE TOMYCKAIOT. A NMEPEBOJYMK MMO3BO-



JIsleT CIIOKOMHO MepeMEeIIaThCs IO eSOl UMIIepuu. Y Bac ke...
Crtousio BaM OTOWTH OT KPbUIbIIA, KaK s MEepecTasl IOHUMAaTh Ba-
11y pedb. Y Bac No4yeMy-To IpuBs3Ka K 3Tomy aomy. U Bce. He
MOHMMAIO, IOYEMY TaK.

OH paccTpOEHHO KauHyJI I'OJIOBOM, U SIBHO XOTEJ MEHs MpH-
0001IpUTh, KAK-TO yTEIIHTh.

— Bo3MoxkHO, B HacTpolKax 3akpajach OlMOKa? — mpearno-
JIO)KUJI OH.

— Hymaro, ommOka B caMoM (pakTe MOEro HaxOXAEeHHS
31IECh, — BbIJIAJIA 5 CBOIO BEPCHIO.

Crpax ObLT CO MHOM HE COIJIACEH, XOTEJT 3alUTUTh TO JIA TEX-
HUKY, KOTOPYIO 5 Ja)Ke He 3aMETUJIa B IOME, TO JIM XO35IMHA IOMA.
PemmB, uTto cniop y Hac OyneT JIOJAruM, ecii OH BCe HE YBUIWT
CBOMMM IJIa3aMH, 51 OTKPbLIA ABEPb U MPUIJIACHUIIA €T0 BOITH.

— Kcrarn, — nonHTtepecoBanach s nepej HayaJloM 3KCKYp-
CHM. — A YTO BaM NOKa3aJ10Ch, KOI/1a Bbl TOJIbKO MPUIILIN ?

— Jla HeBeposATHOE, — ycMexHyJcs oH. — [lokaszanoce, 4to y
1opora B Balll IOM JIEKUT TOMOP OpKa.

— A 4TO 3/1€Ch TAKOTO HEBEPOSITHOTO?

4l yke BUiena He TOJIBbKO TOIOp OPKa, HO M €r0 CaMoro, U Jaxe
B MeIlIKe MOObIBajIa, TaK YTO TeNepb TAKUM MeHs YIUBUTH ObLIO
cnoxHo. Ho crpax gBHO cunTan nHayve.

— Bbl TONBKO He myraiitech! — nonpocus oH MeHst. — Tem 0o-
Jiee 4TO 3TO U3 JPEBHUX CKA3aHMI, O KOTOPbIX YK€ HUKTO U HE
noMHUT. I cTapyHHBIX 0OpSAI0B, KOTOPbIE HUKTO MPAKTUYECKU
He coOmonaer. [la Her, moxanyi, 94to U HUKTO. {1, K Ipumepy,



TaKUX CJIy4aeB HE MPHUIIOMHIO, a 51 0JITO JKUBY.

41 ¢ rOTOBHOCTBIO KMBHYJIA.

MHe He Tepreyioch YCIbIIaTh 3TY UCTOPUIO, a B MOYIIEYKaX
NaJIbLEB MOSBUIICS 3HAKOMBIN 3y/1 — JKeJaHUe TYT K€ CecTh 3a
KJIABUATYPYy W BIHMCATh Kyla-HUOYIb STOT MOMEHT. BoT mpsmo
ceftuac! [loka ne 3a0b110ch! UTaK. ..

— Panbine, — nOBepUTEILHO COOOIINIT CTPaXK, MOHU3KB rOJIOC
U Jenas 1ar Ko MHe, — B JaJIeKue-JajieKie BpeMeHa, KOTOpble
yXke Bce M 3a0blH, HO O KOTOPBIX BEJAIOT CTAPLIBL. ..

HerteprniennBo B340XHYB, 51 yKOPU3HEHHO B3IJIsIHYJIA HA FOCTSI.
Ero Ob1 OpaTh B COaBTOPBI, YTOOBI B JKYpHAJ PaccKasbl MHCATh.
Tam MHOrga MCTOPHIO, KOTOPYIO MOXHO YJIOKHUTh B TPU CTPO-
KM, HAJIO PacTATMBATh THICSY Ha JIECSITh 3HAKOB. A 3TO HE MEHee
CJIOKHO, YeM COKpaTUTh. OTKPOBEHHO roBOPs1 — MOPOiA 3TO Kyza
TsKeJlee, YeM HarucaTh HOBYIO.

— JlagHo, — HaTKHYBHIMCh Ha MOH B3IV, YCMEXHYJICS
crpax. — TonbKo BB HE NepekMBaiTe, IOTOMY YTO K BaM 9TO BCE
PABHO HE OTHOCHUTCS.

4 cHOBa KMBHYIIA.

— B oOmiem, — nogenuicss OTKPOBEHUEM TOCTb, BCE ke MpHU-
CTaJIBHO 32 MHOM HaOJo/1as1, Kak Oy/ITO TOTOBSICh JIOBUTb, €CITH I
HaJyMalo Majgath B 0OOMOPOK, — B ObUIbIE BpEMEHa, €CJIM Y JoMa
’KEHIIMHBI BUAEIIH TOIOP OpKa, TO Bce! OXpaHsil — HE OXpaHsIu,
a OHa BCe paBHO Mponajaia!

Huuero HoBoOro 1 1151 ce0s1 He OTKpPBLIA, TaK YTO U JAJIbIIe
CIMOKOMHO CMOTpeJia Ha CTpaxka.



Ho tomy, BUIMMO, yKacHO 3aXOTeJIOCh YCJIBIIIATh XOTsI Obl
BU3T, €CJIM YK HE MOTYyYMIIOCh JOOUTHCST OOMOPOKA.

— Opk ee BopoBaji! — MpOM3HEC BKPAIIMBO OH, U Yepes3 ce-
KyH]ly, JAHHYI0 MHE KaK ILIaHC MOJIY4YUTh CTPECC CAaMOCTOSITEb-
HO, OT TOT'O, YTO yke ObUIO CKa3aHo, 1o0aBui: — YToObl Ha Hel
KEHUTbCA !

Pa3zouapoBaHHO B3[0OXHYB, s npoiuia B JoM. CTpaxk Iarxys
CJIeIOM 32 MHOH, HO BOTIPEKU TOMY, YTOOBI yAUBUTHCS TOMY, UTO
YBUJET B KWIIUIIIE, TTOTI0OONBITCTBOBAI:

— Heyxenu coBcem He cTpamHas 6aiika? XOTs, MOXET, 9TO
MOTOMY, YTO Bbl HU pa3y He BUJEIU OpPKa U MOHATHS HE UMeeTe,
KTO OHM TaKH€ B Halllell UMIIEPHH. . .

— He crpamnasi, — cornmacunach si. — Ho coBcem He 1o 310
MpUYrHE. A Kak pa3 MoTomy, UTo 5 YK€ BUJIENIA He TOJIbKO OpPKa,
HO U €ro TOIop.

— WN... — cTpax, He Beps, KayHyJ I'OJIOBOM, €ro IJla3a 3aro-
PEeJUCh KUBBIM UHTEPECOM, M OH Mepelies Ha BKPaJAuuBbIi 111e-
not. — W. .. kak?

— Jla Tak, — 51 pa3Besia pyKamu, Mo3BOJIsIsl CTPaXy MPOCIIETUTD
32 9TUM JBUXEHHEM M PACCMOTPETh MOE IPUCTAHUIIE BO BCEX
Kpackax.

Crpax npocieau.

N onemen.

He Bepst cBouM I71a3aM, OH KPYTHJICS 110 CTOPOHAM, paccMar-
puBasi MO JIoM OOMTaHUsS. A KOrJja BHOBb B3IJISIHYJ Ha MEHS
PaCIIMPEHHBIMI 3payKaMy, 51 T0OaBUIIa:



— W na... HemHoro HeBepHas Bamia ucrtopusi. I3 cBoero oribl-
Ta BaM T'OBOPIO, YTO OPKU BOPYIOT KEHIIUH He s ceOs1. A st
TOT0, YTOOBI IOMYYHTh UX OBITOBBIMH YCJIOBUSIMU U 3aTEM C JIeT-
KOCTBIO BbIIaTh MX 3a Jpyroro!



I'maBa Ne 9

Kak aBTOp 71I000BHBIX POMaHOB, 51, ECTECTBEHHO, B KypCe, UTO
00pa3 reporHHU «JIEBYIIIKA B OeJie» ropas/o JIydlile IPUHUMAETCS
YUTATENISIMH, YeM «JIETKO-000UTyCh-0e3-Bac», HO B *KU3HU U HA
ce0Oe UCTIBITBIBATh HE JOBOJMIIOCH.

Bo3moskHo, Oy1b 51 MyIadie B cembe. .. A Tak — Ha MHE Bce-
r71a OblIa OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. [loToMy uTO XOpoimas nesouka. I1o-
TOMY UTO CITyCTs BCETO BOCEMb JIET [10CJI€ MEHSI POAUJICS AHTOH.
A 37ech Tak yIa4HO MPEACTaBUJICS CIydail, YTo Tpex ObUIO He
TIOIPOOOBATh.

OTKpOBEHHO TOBOPSI, PeaIbHOCTh MPEB3OIILIA BCE MOU OKH-
JaHUSI.

CTpax HACTOJIIBKO MPOHUKCS MOMM O€CTBEHHBIM IMOJIOKEHU-
€M, YTO IO 3BYKY CaM HallleJ1 Karaloluil KpaH U ObICTPEHBKO T0-
YUHWI €ro, TAK)KE CaM BBIBOJIOK U3 IOMa KPOBATh C TIOAYIIKAMH.
U moka OH YHCTWIT ¥ BHIOUBAJT HX, 51 XOPOIIEHBKO MTPOMBLIA TIOJI.
KoHeuHo, ¢ nepBoro pasa He Bce yAajaoch, HO IbIIaTh Oe3 MbUK
CTaJIO 3HAYMTEJIBHO JIerye.

[Totom xe, noka JIoiiko, BOOPYKMBLIMCH BUJIKOM 3a HEMMe-
HUEM JIPyTMX UHCTPYMEHTOB, BO3WICS C (POPTOUKOMA, 51 IPUTOTO-
BUJIA OJ1aJbu U oMJieT. Heckombko pa3 MHe Ka3asloch, UTO MYX-
YHHa NopbIBaeTcst OPOCUTh HAuaToe, MOTOMY 4TO BO3WJICS JOJI-
ro, IbIXTeJ, a (JOpPTOYKa YNPSIMO HE MOIaBaIach, a OWH pa3 s
yCIIBIIIAJa ero TSKKUIA B3J10X U MPeIJIOKEeHHUE:



— Jleruye BHIOUTD.

— Her yx, — BO3pa3uiia MmocnemHo s, — BHIOMBATh HE HAIO.
Mb1 6e3 Hee HUKaK.

— MBpB1? — TyT %€ yXBaTWJICS OH 332 HEOCTOPOKHOE CJIOBO U B
KOTOPBIH pa3 0OBesl BHUMATEIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM TIOMEIIIEHHUE.

— 4 nmena B BUAY X0349MHA IOMa, — HE CTajla caaBaTh KOTa. —
Bpsa 1 oH 0100pyUT Nopuy UMYIIIeCTBa.

— WHTepecHo, ecTb JM 3/1eCh XOTh UTO-TO, YTO YK€ HE UCIIOp-
4yeHo?

— EcTb-ecTb! — ycMexHys1ach 51 ¥ pUIiacuia yCTaBIIEro rocTs
32 CTOJL.

HecMmotpst Ha ckpoMHbIe 07110712 ¥ CEPBUPOBKY, €71 OH OXOTHO.
W Tak ke 0XOTHO paccKasblBajl O MUPE, B KOTOPOM $I OKa3aJiach.

Tuxue 3emi — JIMIIb YacTh OTPOMHOM UMIIEPUHA AHKpacc.
W He orpaHnYMBaeTCs TOJILKO TEPPUTOPHUEN ITOrO Jieca, Kak s
crienasa BbIBOJ €O c/IoB KoTa. CpaBHMBAS C HAILIUMU PEATUSMU,
9TO Kak reprorctso. M ynpasisier uM — Hy J1a, ECTECTBEHHO, MO
keHux. C yyeToM JOMHMKA IJIs1 HEBECTBI, B CTATyC TOTO, KTO Me-
TUT B MOM CYIIPYTH, ObLIO TIOBEPUTh HE TaK JIETKO, J1a 1 JIoiKo
XOTb M YBU[IEJ BCE, U MPOYYBCTBOBAN Ha cede, a Bce He MOT T0-
BEPUTh, YTO 3Ta OOCTAHOBKA €MY HE MEPEIIUTCS.

— 3Haere, — NOAEIUJICS OH TEM, YTO CMYIIAJIO €ro CHJIbHEe
BCEro, — TMOJrojia Ha3ajJ Ha 3TOM MeCTe BMeCTO M3OYIIKU pac-
rosiarasicsi pOCKOUIHbIN AoM. Yl BHyTpH, Aa U BOOOIIE Bce ObLIO
uHaue. $1 1o mocneaHero gymai, 4To TO, YTO 51 BUKY ceiluac —
sto wumo3usa. Ho ver. Ctpanno... U To, uto 5 3a0€ch. IHem. U



CHOKOIHO 3a1en. U To, 4To Ha Bac 10 CUX MOP HET 3alUTHI.

OH CMYIIIEHHO YJIBIOHYJICS, U 51 TOAAJIACh Yy Th BIEpe, YTOOBI
CIIBIIIIATh Y BUJIETh €ro eIlle TMOJydYllle, YTOObI JBIIATh TeM XKe
BO3/IyXOM, YTO U OH, YTOOBI. ..

— IIpocture. .. — cTpax nepectai yabOaTbCs, U s CHOBA MPH-
nia B cebs1. — He yaepikaiics — eie pa3 mpoBEpuIL.

[MogHsABIIMCH U3-3a CTOJIA, S OAXBATHIIA CBOIO TAPEJIKY U Te-
peHecna ee Ha Jpyroi croi. OTKpbula KpaH — BbIMbLIA TTOCYLY.
JlenoBUTO mepecunTana KOJIMYECTBO OCTABILIMXCS YUCTBHIX TPs-
MOYEK — IIECTh, HA HAC C KOTOM XBAaTUT, []a U T€ MOCTUPAIO — MPU
TaKOM COJTHIIE Ha YJIUIIE BHICOXHYT OBICTPO.

Ha roctst cMOTpeTh He XOTen0Ch.

EnuHCTBEHHBIM XkeJTaHueM ObLI0, 9YTOOBI CKOpee YIIe.

N oH 310 noHsI.

— IIpoctute meHns, nenu EBreHus, — MyK4rHa TOAHSUIICS. —
Bel mpocTo HE NOHMMaeTe, Kakoe UCKYILIEHHWe AJIsi Maruy Mpu-
KOCHYThCSI K TOMY, KTO He B KOKoHe. Ho Bripenp npu oOmeHun
C BaMU 51 Oyjly JiepkaTh ee Ha KOHTpOJIe.

— Bripenp? — uzymuiach 1.

Her, oH IENCTBUTENIBHO TyMaeT, YTO MOCJE JBYX MOIBITOK
BO3JICVICTBUS SI CHOBA €T0 BITYIILY?

— Hy Bam Bemp Kak MUHMMYM TIOHAJOOMTCSI MOSI TIOMOIIIb,
YTOOBI OOPATHO BHECTH KPOBATh B JIOM.

Yro x, mogymana s, 3T0 JEUCTBUTEIbHO MUHUMYM.

K Tomy ke, 4 eme oyt HU4Yero He y3Hasa npo Tuxue 3emin.
Ha 1 0 X03MHEe TOro AoMa.



B TOM, 4TO BCTpeua Bce-Taku COCTOMTCS, COMHEHUH He ObLIO
¥ JI0 9TOTO, J]a eIlle OPK HAMEKHYJT TIPO MEIIOK OJIarofiapHOCTEH.
Xo0TeNnoCch ObITh MOATOTOBJICHHOM.

— Ckaxure, — CTpax pruoOOIpUIICS, KOTa s CHOBA 3aroBo-
prJia ¢ HUM BMECTO TOT'O, YTOOBI C OOMI0M BBICTABUThH BOH, — KaK
Mo-BaIllieMy: Kyja JIeJicsi TOT IOM, O KOTOPOM Bbl TOBOPHUJIH ?

— DTO OUEBU/IHO — €0 Pa3BesUIN.

— Yauuroxumm?

— Ha.

— A 3auem?

Crpax moxal riedyamMu, OKUHYJ MEHsI 33 JyMUYMBBbIM B3IJIsI-
JIOM ¥ caM 3acOOUpaJICs Ha BBIXOJ.

B cuntanHble MUHYTHI KPOBaTh 3aHsLIa MPEKHEEe MECTO B KOM-
HaTe, MOJIHUEHOCHO ObLTM BHECEHBI TIPOCTBIHb, TMTOIYIIKN U T0-
KpbiBasio. U, mogapus obelnaHve 3aiiTi 3aBTpa, TOCTh MPAKTH-
YEeCcKH yoekall.

[Toka ObUIO MOHATHO, YTO B MCYE3HOBEHUM OBIBILIETO IOMa
KPBLIACh KaKasg-TO TanHa.

A BoT Kakasn?

WU crowno 1u B Hee J1e3Th?

31eCh HAJI0 CEPbE3HO MOAYyMaTh.

Bripouem, HameueHHOe He ynanaoch. EnBa CBETJIOBOIOCOrO
CTpaXa CKPBLIH IEPEBbsI, KaK CKpUITHYJIA (POPTOUKA, TOCTBIIIA-
Cs1 TIyXOM 3BYK TSKEJIOTO MajieHus U OyXTeHue:

— Ene npoxnancs, korga yinet! He ¢ Moei anieprueid CTOJIbKO
JBIIIAT JIECHBIM BO3LYXOM !



A 5 BOT C yIOBOJILCTBUEM OBl TTOJBIIIAIIA TIOOJBIIIE, €CIU Obl
HE kapa, KOTOPYIO OTKA3bIBATKMCH BOCIIPUHUMATh MOU BHYTPEH-
HUE JaTYMKH, HACTPOCHHBIE HAa 3UMY, U CYETJIMBO Oeraiomiye 1o
JIOMY JIalK¥ )KMBOTHOTO.

— C BO3BpallleHUEM, — BOIISI B JIOM, 51 IUNIOTHO 3aKpbljia ABEPh
Y IPOIILJIa HA KyXHIO, OTKY/AA U Pa3/1aBaiuCh 3BYKHU.

A, Her.

Ha xyxHe )MBOTHOIO HE OKa3aJlOCh, @ BOT M3 BaHHOU CJIbl-
HIaJICsl BCIUIECK M yXaHbe. Bblllien KOT CycTss MUHYT JIECATh —
HE paHblIE, YEM-TO YKACHO OBOJIbHBIM, CBEPKAIOIIEH MOKPOU
MOPJIOUKOIN Y HAUMITICHHBIMU YCAMM.

— Hy, — nipbIrHyB Ha CTyJ1, BbIIBUHYI MIPEJIOKEHUE OH, — J1a-
Bail yxxe, kopmu MeHs1! [Toka3piBaii, Kak Tebe MeHs He XBaTaJo!

OH noBeJ1 HOCOM M TIOTOPOIKJI HEPACTOPOITHYIO CITYkKAIyIo,
TO €CTb MEHSI:

— Hy 4ero th1? §1 e cnbiny, uro naxuer OnvHamu! JlaBaid,
JaBai, 1meBenuck. Jla He ctou Tei! 1 MOMHIO, YTO MPOCTOKBAIIIA
3akoH4YMsIachk. Tak moem. Caenaio Tebe onomkenue. He mpoma-
JIaTh e MPOIYKTaM, KOTOPBIX Y Hac ¥ 6e3 Toro Majio!

A 1oToM KOT, BUAMMO, Nouys1 HenagHoe. VMnm mompocty
poyYes1 OTBET N0 MOMM IJ1a3aM, HO BEpUTh B Hero He xorten. He
MOJIEHUBIINCH — OH CITYCTHJICS CO CTYJIa, TIOZIOIIEN K CTOIY, TOJI-
HSUJICS Ha 3a[JHUX JIalKax, MPUIOAHSUT KPBIIIKY CO CKOBOPOAKHU
Y 3aBOMWII:

— A-a-a-a! JKens! Hac c to6oit obokpamu! Kapayn! Kak He
BoBpeMs! MbI ke ¢ ronony ymupaem!



[TpokpryaBIIMCh, KOT OOEPHYJICSI KO MHE 3a MOAJEPKKON 1
3aKpbUT paCIaXHYThIM B U3YMJIEHUU POT.

— He nonsi1, — octaBUB CKOBOPOJKY B ITOKOE, OH CE€J1 Ha 3a/1-
HUE JIAlIKU U HEPBHO IOBEJI XBOCTOM I10 MOy, — [IOYEMY £ Ie-
pexuBaro oguH?

— A g He ToWMY, TTOYEeMY ThI TAKOU TOJIOTHBINA, e ObUT Ha
oxote. Heyxenu B necy HET Mblen?

— Yero? — KOT CIUTIOHYJ1 OpPe3rJIMBO Ha MOJI, MOAYMaB, OTOIIIEN
Ha Mapy 1I1aroB OT MPEKHEro MecTa u CHoBa npucein. — Kakue-to
y Tebst 6e3ymMHble (haHTa3un Ha Mol cueT. To crapeie 6abKu, TO
KPOXOTHBIE MbIIHK! DTO MeJKoe, cinadoe. DTo He BXOAUT B KPYT
MOMX UHTEPECOB!

— A yro Tyna Bxogut? CmeraHa U mpoCTOKBama?

— la mpssM! — OH HaxXOXJIWJICS W pa3Bell JIAKAMU B CTOPO-
HbIL. — HO eciti yx TOBOpUTH PO OXOTY, TO 1 JTIOOJTI0 KOTO-HUOY/Ib
MIOMOJIOJKE M MOKpYyIHee. A MHaye TOJKY nepeduparh jganamu?
Tonbko ycTaHellb U BCe PABHO HE HAEIIIbCSl.

S1 XMBIKHYJTa — BO BpeMsl pa3roBopa KOT TO W JIEJ0 pa3iBu-
raJji JIarky Bce IIMpPe U MIUpe, KaK 3asi/iyIbli phlOaK, XBacTaloMUi
yioBoM. M BOT eciii BepUTh TeM rabapuram, 4YTo OH MOKa3bIBaJ,
OXOTHUTHCSI OH JIIOOWJT UCKJTIOUMTEIFHO Ha TO, YTO pa3MepaMu C
OeremMora.

— CmentHo Tede, — MOMPeKHYJ KOT M KOTOTKOM MOYUCTHII YTO-
TO, UTO 3aCTPSUIO Y HEro Mex 3yOoB. — A s Bce elle rojojaio!

OTHIOb HE COBECTh, & UHTEPEC MOATOIKHYIM MEHSI K TOMY,
9YTOOBI JIOCTATh U3 XOJIOAWIBHUKA BSITIEHOE MSICO.



— ®y! — momopimIIcs KOT, €ABa 5 NOJI0XKMIIA €ro Ha cTol. — S
9TO ecTb He Mory! OHO ke cTapoe yxke U BOHSeT!

4l moHIoxana — Msico ObUIO BMOJIHE HUYETO, HO )KUBOTHOE BCE
PAaBHO OTKa3bIBAJIOCh TPUTPAruBaThCs K HEMY.

— OHo coneHoe! — goGaBmIMCh HenocTaTKu. — Her, He mory!
W apyroit criocod MeHs ciactu! A TO 1 yke Iorajgaicsi, KTo
BCE COXPaJ U eJie IEPKYCh, YTOOBI HE OOBSIBUTH OXOTY Ha HATITYIO
mopay. Tedy Ha Hero! ®opmy cmeHus, a cyTh Ta xe. Huuero
rose3Horo! JInme Obl HaraguTh!

— He HaroBapuBai, — 3aCTynuiach s ¥, JOCTaB U3 XOJIOAWIb-
HUKa MacJio, MPeJIOKUIA ero Koty. — JIOMKo ceroiHsi O4eHb no-
Mor. U popTouky nmoumHum, Kotopas y Tebs 3aeaana.

—Io mHe, Tak mycTh ObI U AaJIblle OOTATACH, YeM TaKas pac-
iata, — nIpoOyxTes KOT, OOHIOXMBasi MacjiO U HepelmTeTbHO
npoOysi ero Ha BKYC.

He 3anuo. OtonBuHyn ero ot cedsi, OTBEpHYJICS K OKHY U
B3/10XHYJI. TSKKO Tak, TpyCTHO.

W BOT OH cHIUT, TOJIOHBIN, HUKOMY He HYHbII. VI B XUBOTE
ypuuTt. A oH Tepnut. [Totomy uto ropapiii. [loromy 4TO OH BbIIIIE
pa3dopok u ckJiok! 1 Booore. ..

— Yepes mapy 4acoB CTEMHEET, — IPOCBETUII MEHS KOT. — B
9TUX Kpasix BOOOINE OUYeHb OBICTPO TEMHO CTAHOBUTCH.

Bups, uto g He MoHMMal0, K YeMy OH KJIOHUT, KOT TIeUasibHO
B3JIOXHYJI ¥ CKa3aJl HAlIPSAMYIO:

— Ha tBOem mecte 51 Obl yke Tiek OnuHBI Juist MeHs1! A TO 5
Be/Ib TOJIO/IHBIN, MOTY C TOCKM YWTH Jieub nopasblie. Tbl, B OT-



JIM4MEe OT MEHsI, B TEMHOTE COBEPILIEHHO HE BU/HIIIb, a s, COH-
HBII, HE 3aX04y, 4TOObI MEHsI TaCKaJM Tyaa-ciona. bymy crathb
OecripoOyaHo!

KoneuHo, s Toke MOorJ1a Jieub [IOpaHblle, HO CHAaTh, KaK HA3J10,
HE XOTeJIOCh, /1a U OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 32 KMBOTHOE YyBCTBOBAJIA.
[Tostomy yke yepe3 OBaAllaTh MUHYT OH YILUIETAl CBEKEHbKUE
oJazpy, Oypya, 4To OUHBI JIyUllle, IOTOMY YTO y HUX MOCEPhe3-
HEl pa3mep.

— 4 mo6mo kpyrHbIe (hOpMBI! — MBIXTEN OH, XBaTasi OVH KPY-
JKOK 3a IPYTHM.

HacpITuBIIMCH, 3aMOJTYaJl.

[lepeBens nyx, COCKOUYMJI CO CKPUITHYBLIETO CTYJIA Y 3aIJISIHYT
B XOJIOJAWJIbHUK.

— Bcee, ’Kenbka! — KOT yHBUIO MOBECHI yIIIU. — MBI ¢ TOOOM Ha
Meu! CTpak HacC pa3opuil OKOHYATEIBHO!

— Jla y&, — BCTaB 1103a/14 HEr0, OKMHYJIa B3[JIs1IOM HalllM 3a-
nachl, — HAJ0 HAYMHATh YTO-TO JyMaTb.

— C o71HO¥ CTOPOHBI — /14, — COIJIACKIICS CEPBIN 00kopa. — A ¢
Jpyroii... Bce paBHO CKOPO KMOT 3TOTO IoMa OObSIBUTCS, U TTPU-
JieTcst ucKath Apyroe yoexwine. Tl KCTaTH, Y CTpaka He cripa-
[IMBaJia, rIe OH maraercs’?

— Her.

— A 4eMm BBl TOTa 3aHUMAJIMCh?! — PEe3KO 3aXJIOMHYB XOJIO-
JWJIBHUK, KOT OOepHYJICS 1 OOBUHUTENILHO TKHYJ B MEHs Jal-
KOil. — BMecTo Toro, 4ToObl BBIYIUTH ¥ HETO )KU3HEHHO HEOOXO-
JUMYIO UH(OPMAIIUIO. .. THI. .. Thl ¢ HUM! [laske peAcTaBisITh He



XO4y, 4TO Thl C HUM Jejana!

TearpaJibHO NPUKPBIB IIa3a IBYyM JIAIIKaMH, KOT MEJIJIEHHO
OITYCTWJI OJHY Y IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Hy? Ieitate Te6s1, uto u? Vnu cama npu3HaeIbes, Kak B
TO BpeMsl, ITOKa 51 OPOANII 1O KOMIOUeMY JIeCy C Ky4el paccaaHu-
KOB aJIJIEPreHOB, BaM ObLIO Becesio 0e3 MeHs1?

— [oiinem, — paccMesIBIIUCDH, TOMaHKIIA 32 COOOW HaXaJIeHbI-
ma, — 51 TeOe Bce MOKaKy.

— V-y, uaTU... — mpocunen KoT, a MoToM OpOCHJ B3IJIsA[ B
OKOIIIKO ¥ Ha MeHs1. — Tebe He KakeTcs, 4To yKe TEMHETh Hauu-
Haet?

[TonxBatuB cepylo Tyuly, s 4yTh He ypoHuaa ee. Ilo-moe-
My, HECMOTps Ha OyXTeHHE U aJUIEPruio, 0X0Ta OblIa JOBOJIBHO
YCTIEIITHOM, TIOTOMY YTO TIOMPABUJICS OH SIBHO OOJIBINE, YeM Ha
TapeJIKy ONaJui.

— 370 TH OT O€3/1eMbst ocalena, — 3aMeTUB MO B3IJIsA]L, JISII-
HYJI KOT.

He uzmeHn1 OH CBOEro aBTOPUTETHOTO MHEHUS U TOT 1A, KOrjga
41, MbIX4Ya, BBIHEC/IA €r0 B KOMHATY, ycaJuja Ha NOJOKOHHUK U
MIOKa3aJia CBOIO U cTpaxa padoty. [logepras ¢opTouky, KoTopas
NPy TIPOILJION MOMbITKE MoOera He MojiaBaiach, a Tenepb oT-
KPBIBAJIACH JIETKO, KOT CAeJIajl 3aMevaHne, 9To HaJJo ObLIO YCIIETh
ellle ¥ IOKPACUTh, a TO KpacKa JIyIIUTCA U NIaJaeT IPSIMO My Ha
XBOCTHK. A KOIJa y3HaJ, YTO CTpak BBIHOCHJI KpPOBaTh U BBIOU-
BaJI [IOCTEJILHOE U MOAYIIKH, (PHIPKHYJ U TOKE MPUIPATICA:

— A moctupars? A NpyXUHBI [TONPABUTh — OHU KE CKPUIIAT,



HeOOCh. A 'y MEHS YyTKHiA COH!

— ThI emie ckaxu, 9To OH 00s13aH OBUT KYITUTH IPYTYIO KPOBATh.
Cnacr60 Ha TOM, 4TO Cesal.

— Menko mpocuib — Majio nonyuuiib! Thl ¢ MeHsT IpuMep
Oepu, JKeHbka, a TO 51 cOery, a Thl 3aMyXkeM 32 TAKUM >KMOTOM
OBICTPO C JIUIIA COWCIIIb.

— Heyxenu nepexuBathb Oyneiis?

— Hy na, — 6e3 mpome/yieHus1 COracuiicsi OH, HO He Jajl HU
CEKYH/Ibl Ha yMUJIeHHe. — XOTs1 Obl M3-32 TOTO, UTO 9TO He s Te0s
Tak gosen!

Koro-1o, BO3MOXHO, 9Ta Harzias MOp/ia M pasapaxaia Obl, HO
MEH:1 UCKJIIOUMTEIIbHO Becenuna. He npencrasinsio, uto Ol 51 e-
Jlana 3[1ech OfiHa.

W notom, 51 y’kacHO He JII0OJTIO B TEMHOTE HaXOIUThCS Oe3 CBe-
Ta. He mo cebe MHe. A KOT, MpOOYXTEBIIKCH, MPOSIBIISIT YyIeca
TepreHus 1 YesoBekomoous. Koraa st moctupana npocTeiHb, Ha-
BOJIOYKH M OfIesiIa, TIOMOTaJl MX Pa3BecuTh (KCTaTH, TIIIOK C Tie-
PEBOIYMKOM MOATBEPAMIICS, KOT TOXKE HE TOHUMAJ MEHSI, €CIH 5
ynansuiack ot joma). [IpoBepsin 00CTaHOBKY Ha yJHIle, KOorja 4,
CHSIB BBICOXIIIME BEIIY M OOJAYMBILKCH B IOTEPTYIO, HO YHCTYIO
IPOCTBIHb, Pa3BEIIMBAJIA TaM K€ CBOIO OJIEHKILY.

Cuns Ha KpbUTblie, OH MHOTJA BBIAABAN TPOTUBHBIE 3BYKH, KO-
TOpBIE, BEPOSTHO, OTIYTUBAIN HE TOJILKO XUIITHUKOB, HO 1 BOOO-
1ie Bce kuBoe. Jlaxe Ky3HEUMKU CTUXJIU, XOTsI IO 3TOrO CTPEKO-
Tam 6e3 yMosiKy. CTOMIJIO KOTY CKPBIThCSI B M30YIIIKE, KaK Ky3-
HEYMKH CHOBA BO3OOHOBHJIM CBOH XOP, & CPE/IU IePEBbEB TIOKa-



3aJIUCh KAKUE-TO JIMCbU MOPIOYKHU.

[ToBTOpPHMIOCH BCE M B MOMEHT, KOrJa Be4epoM s 3abmpaia
BBICOXIITYI0 ofiesk/1y. OH MOT y’e U He NOAIBbIBaTh. TyT Jjake MHE
ObLJIO HEMHOT'O JKYTKOBAaTO CMOTPETh Ha Cepblid KOMOK, KOTOPbIiA
TaK SIPKO CBEpPKaJ OEJIbIMU TTIa3UIIAMU.

— Bce? — 3eBHYB, NOMHTEpPECOBAJICS OH, BCTpeyasi MEHsl Ha
Kpbuiblie. — [Tonutm yxe, cnath nopa! Yro-To st yroMusics cero-
ausi. To yoopka, To mpoBepKa MPOIYKTOB, TO CTUPKA BOT.

MaxHyB XBOCTOM, KOT CKPbLICS B IOMe. fl yxke 3axoaniia cie-
JIOM, KOI/ia yCbllaia ;KeHCKUI royioc:

— Kurppaxrepsyc! Uynosuine!

N ppyroii, ckpumy4duid, HO TOXe *KEHCKUU, KOTOPbIA BTOPUII
emy:

— B nome Haiero Arixana yynosunie!

OO0epHyBILUCh, HUKOTO TOJIKOM HE YBUJENAa — TOJNbKO Ka-
KHEe-TO CMYTHBIE TEHU Y KPOMKH Jieca U cBepKarwoue rmasa. [1o
UX HEUETHOMY KOJIMYECTBY y3HaJla BUEPALIHMX TOCTHM U, MO-
IIPaBUB MIPOCTBIHb, KOTOPAsi, COIIaCHa, Kpalle MeHs He Jefana,
B3/ICPHYJIA BhIIIEe TONOOPOIOK U CTIOKOMHO OTBETHUIIA!

— 3aBuyiTe MoIya.

— Yemy-y? — TyT ke MpoOyXTes KTO-TO TPETU HEJOYMEHHO.

— JIla x0Ts1 ObI TOMY, UTO $I CTIOKOMHO BXOKY Y BBIXOXKY U3 JIOMA,
B KOTOpBII Bbl BY€pa JIOMUIIMCH TOJINIOM, a BOMTH HE CyMeJTH.

W3 neca nocislanuch Kakue-To MOPOXH — HAIOMHUJIO Cye-
Ty, Korja 1med Obl1 y cebsi, HO COTPYIHUKAM He TEpIIeNIOCh €ro
00CyInTh, M OHM Ky4KOBaJIHCh. HO pe3ynbTaToB meperoBopos s



JKJATh HE cTajia.

Bomuia B jom.

U 3akpbuia 3a cOOO0M ABEPb.

— Mouogel1, — BCTpEeTU MOe MOSIBJICHUE XUXUKAHbeM KOT. —
Tak UM, 3TUM KUKUMOpaM! A Teriepb [1aBail, JIsIKEM yKe U TO-
JyMaeM 3a0JHO, YTO HaM €CTbh 3aBTpa.

[MpeanoxeHne Kota ObUIO JEJTHHBIM.

JefcTBUTENILHO AENIbHBIM, corjiacHa. BOT TOJIBKO Korjga Mbl
YJIETJIUCh, s1 HA OAHOM MOAYIIKE, a OH — Ha APYroM, IPUKPHITOM
CBepXy KO(PTOUKOI, UTOOBI IIOMSTYE, KOT TYT K€ 3aKPbUI IJ1a3a U
MIHOBEHHO HaydaJl ITOCarbiBaTh.

HacTombko criaiko mocansiBaTh, YTO ¥ OYIUTh HE XOTEJIOCh.

JlagHo, mogymana s, 3aBTpa oOcyauM Hamu mpoonemsl. Ho
CTOWJIO TOJIBKO 3aKPBITh 17133, KaK B IBEPb HACTOMYMBO IMOCTY-
YaJii ¥ TMOCJIBIIIAJICS TOJIOC HOYHOTO CTpaxa:

— Jlenu EBrenus! Jlenu EBrenus, ato £, Jloiiko bappouc! U3-
BUHUTE 3a OECIIOKOMCTBO, HO 31O cpouHo! Jlenu EBrenus, s He
y#y, IOKA BBl HE OTKpoeTe! ITO BONPOC KU3HU U CMEpTH !



I'maBa Ne 10

— YT0 OH MMeeT B BUAy? — npoOopMoTasa 51, HEOXOTHO IOJI-
HUMAasCh C KPOBATH.

Ha 410 CKpUIHYIM NpyKUHBI, TaKKE HEOXOTHO MEHS OTITyC-
Kas, a KOT CO B3JJOXOM IIPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJ:

— To, 4TO 51 He cAepXkych U HAYHY KOro-HuOyap yousats. Bot
3ps1 ThI ero nokopmuiia! OH BoOILEN BO BKYC U TENEPh NpUIepcs
Ha yxuH! Y HeO6oCh onsTh 6e3 rocTUHIIEB!

— Jla Her, — Bo3pa3una 5. — OH roBOpWJI, YTO MPUAET TOIBKO
yYTPOM.

— Jlymain, 4To JOTepnuT 10 3aBTpaka, HO He cMmor! C Takumu
MaJICHPKUMH OJTMHAMHM JJake 51 yKe CHOBa mporosyofancs! A mo
3TOMY JIbUIJE Cpasy ObLIO MOHSATHO — MPOIJIOT!

— Jlenn EBrenus! — notoponuia MeHs CTpak.

— Nny! — oTo3Banace £, ¢ TpyIOM OPUEHTUPYACH B TIOTYTEM-
HOM ITOMELICHUN.

JIyHa ceromHs Kak Ha3jIo0 IpATagach OT OKOH, a KOT 3/IWJICS U
BEpTEJ FOJIOBOM M0 CTOPOHAM — M BBIXOIWJIO TakK, OYATO 5 Mpo-
OUpaloCh MEK/1y BHE3AIMHBIMU JTyYMKAMHU.

— Dii! — mpommmen KoT, Koraa s yxe Oputa y apepu. — JKens!
Ecnu ThI ero BrycTuillb, 10 yTpa He n3baBuibes. A s cOery. He
CTaHy Ha TaKOe HEeroTpeOdCTBO CMOTPETb.

— Kakoe nenorpedcTBo?!

— IIpu KMBOM kKEHUXE, — OH 3aKaTWJI [JIa3a, OCBETUB MTOTOJIOK



U C YIIPEKOM B3[JISIHYJl HA MEHS1, — U MOJIYyrOJION BCTPEYaTh My-
JKMKOB!

Kcrarn, ga.

OT HEOXUIAHHOCTH s ¥ 3a0blj1a, YTO 0O1aYeHa TOJIBKO B MPO-
cteiHb. OrJIsHY/Iach B TOMCKE BEIlel, HO KOT, U300paxasi, 4ro
OH B IIIOKE OT 3TOW CUTYAINH, 3aKPBUT IJ1a3a ¥ TOJILKO COTeNT 00-
BUHSIIOIIE, a 34 JIBEPbI0 HE YHUMAJICS CTPAK.

— Jlenu EBrenusi! Ilouemy Bbl Mostuute? Bl eltie sxuBbl? Bam
YIrpOKaeT ONacHOCTB !

— BpyH, — OypKHYII KOT.

— Peub uzer o crpamHom uygosuiiie!

— W1 xamuio, — mpurneyatas KOT, a IOTOM Tak THXO, YTO 1 AakKe
He cpasy pa3o0paJia, 4To yCbIIaia, Co B3I0X0M 100aBuI: — Kak
1 BCE OCTaJIbHBIC. . .

— Tak. He B3mymaii HUKy/1a yXOOUTb, — YCTIBIIIIAB KOMOIIEHUE
Ha KpOBaTH, IIENOTOM MOMPOCWIA s U OTBETUJIA CTpaxy: — Y
MEHs1 BCe B Mopsijike!

— W3BuHuTe, neau EBrenus, HO g HE MOBEpPIO, MOKa Bbl HE OT-
KpoeTe JIBepb, — BO3pa3ui TOT. — VI3BUHUTE MeHs elle pa3, HO
€CIIi Bbl HE OTKpOeTe ee caMu, s1 Oyly BBIHY)XIEH IMPUMEHUTH
Maruo. C yuyeToMm Balllel peakiiuy Ha Hee, MHe Obl He XOTeJI0Ch
npuberath K TAKUM MEpaMm.

Mse Obl TOXke 3TOro He X0Tesoch. K Tomy ke, ObUIO TIOHATHO,
YTO CTPAX YXOIUTh AEUCTBUTEILHO He HamepeH. U s MenieHHO
MOBEpHYJIa PYUKY JIBEPH.

— Bot BuguTe, — BHICYyHYB I'OJIOBY ¥ IPOMOPIaBIIUCH OT OCJIe-



NUBILETO SIPKOTO CBETA, 5 B3MIsAHY/A Ha CTpaxa, — CO MHOU Bce
B I[IOJIHOM MOPSIJKE.

— INoka 51 BIKY HEOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI CIIEIaTh BEPHBIE BHIBO-
Ibl, — BO3pa3ui T0T. — Jlenu EBrenus, Moxer, Bbl BCE ke II03BO-
JIUTE€ MHE BOWUTHU?

— Jlaxe He IpeAcTaBIIsi0, YTO UMEHHO Bbl XOTUTE YBUIETD, —
S 3aJyMUYMBO IOKa4ajla TOJIOBOM U €Ill€ HEMHOIO IPUOTKPhLIA
JBEPb — TAK, YTOObI ObLJIO MOHATHO, BO YTO 1 OJIeTa.

— KXM... — My’x4MHa OTBeJ B3IVISA B CTOPOHY.

[IpUBBIKHYB K IPKOMY CBETY, CTPYAILLEMYCS C BEPXa KPbUIbLIA,
TENeps § JIErKO 3aMeTUJIa, YTO I'OCTh MPHUILLEN He OAMH. Beero B
nape 11aroB OT HEro CTOsUIM Tpoe Myx4MH. Kak u crpax, Bce Obl-
JIM B OJIEK/€ 3AILUTHOIO 1IBETa, OYEHb ITOXOKEW Ha Ty, UTO Y HaC
HOCAT BoeHHbIe. Tonbko y bappoHca Ha Iieyax CBETUIUCH SAp-
KMe 3Be3J04YKU. HaBepHOe, OTVIMUMTEIbHBIM 3HAK PYKOBOACTBA.

— Jlo Bainero npuxopa s CIOKOMHO CIaJla, — OKMHYJIA XMYPbIM
B3[VISIJOM MYKYMH. — Ml HUKaKo# OacCHOCTH HE OIIyIaa.

— W3BunHuTe, sileau EBrenus, — ctpax crapajics CMOTPETh MHE
B 71432, HO B3IJISI] €T0 TO U JIENIO OIYCKAJICsl HUKE U HIKe, K 00-
Jactu aexkonete. — [locTynui cursan or JoOpOnopsAAOYHbIX Io-
POXaHOK, KOTOPBI Mbl HE MOIJIM TPOMTrHOpUpoBaTb. OHU yBe-
PSUTH, UTO BUJEJH B BalieM jioMe uynosuie. W Obuti oueHs Ha-
IyraHsl!

— JoOpornopsiiouHbix? — 51 (pBIPKHYA, AOTaJABIINCh, O KOM
uzieT peyb. — [1poluioil HOUbI0 OHU JIOMWINCh B ABEPB ITOTO J10-
Ma. Korzna He cMOmM BOMTH — CTajiM CTy4aTh B OKHO. Tam, Ha-



BEepHOE, 0 CHX MOp IaparvHbl OT UX KOI'Teld COXpaHUIuCh. U,
3HaeTe, eC/d FOBOPUTh HAYMCTOTY, B TOT MOMEHT $1 TOXKE UCIIbI-
Tajla JaJIeKO HE PalyKHbIE SMOLIUU.

—Bor kak? A Bripouem, /1a, OHU HE MOIJIU TIOBEPUTh, YTO BHI. . .

— 41 ToXke He MOTy MOBEpPUTh, UTO Bbl MPUIILIM U3-32 TAKON
nycTsIKOBOM katoObl! Houblo. [a emme He onuH.

— $1 — HouHO¥M cTpak, Jeau EBrenust, — Mykd4uHa XOTeJ YIIbIO-
HYTbCSI, HO, TIOMaB MOU HACTOPOKEHHbIN B3IJIsA[l, BO3JEPKaII-
cs1. — Houb — 310 00BIYHOE BpeMs Moeit paOoTHl. M Ha Takou 9KC-
TPEHHBIN BBI3OB, KAK 3TOT, BCET/Ia BBIXOIUT MATPYib.

— Yt0 %), pa3 MBI BO BceM pa3o0pasiuch, — 51 3eBHY/A U TO-
TMBITA1AaCh 3aKPITh JABEPb U3HYTPU, — CHIOKOMHOW HOUU U JIETKON
padOTHI.

— Jlenu EBrenus! — K MOHOM MOEM HEOKHMIAHHOCTU CTPaxk
ycresl BCYHYTh B IIPOEM CBOIO HOTY. — Bbl He moHumMaete. Peub
OJIET O KUTPpaXTepByce. DTU TBApU OUYEHb OINACHBI, OHU MOTYT
BBIIIUTh Bac JOCYyXa, pa3opBaTh Ha Kycouyku. K Tomy xe, u3-
3a cBOel HeoOy3/1aHHOUM KPOBOKATHOCTA OHU BHE 3aKOHA. MHe
*KaJb, HO sl BBIHY)X/IEH HACTaMBaTh HA TOM, YTOOBI BBl HAC BITY-
CTUJIU B IOM.

Ha kpoBatu cHOBa MOCIIBIIIAIOCH KOMOIIEHUE, TTIOTOM TUXUI
3BYK KPAAyIIUXCS JIAMOK, TPUOTMKAIONIMXCS K TTOJOKOHHUKY.
Bpemenu Ha fanbHEWIMe peBepaHChl HE OCTaBaIOCh.

— Bcex?! Houbto?! Korja st B TakoM Bujie?! — BOCKJIMKHYA s
UCITyraHHO. — YTo 000 MHE MogymMaeT Mo keHux ?!

[Ilaru B kKoMHaTe CTUXJIM. KaxkeTcs, KTO-TO OCTAJICS XOTs Obl



IUISI TOTO, YTOOBI IOCITYIIIATb.

Ho ecnu 51 Hazjesnack, 4TO Ha 3TOM Pa3roBOP CO CTPAKEM 3a-
KOHUUTC, JIa €Ille B MO TOJIb3Y, TO OINOAIach.

— Jlenu, — XOXOTHYJT OMH U3 MYK4MH, — €CJIM Obl Balll ;KeHUX
MMEJI YTO-TO MPOTUB HAIIETO HAXOXKIEHUS 3/1€Ch WA BHYTPH Ba-
IIEero JoMa, OH Obl ke BMemaics. A Tak...

Jpyroii cTpax TKHYJI ero B OOK U IIIUKHYJI, YTOOBI MOJTYAIT, HO
KOE-KTO pa3ollesicsl M, MaXHYB B CTOPOHY IOMHUKA, TPEHEOPeKU-
TEJIbHO BbIJIAT:

— C y4eToM TOro, 4To 51 BUXKY, BOOOIIIE COMHEBAIOCh, UTO BHI —
4bsi-TO HeBecTa. K HeBecTam Tak HarjieBaTeIbCKU He OTHOCSTCSL.
Ux nensar. O6eperaiot. C HUX OYKBaJIBHO MBUIMHKH CIyBalOT! A
Ha Bac Jjaxke 3aiuThl HeT HUKakou. U g eme He Bepun Jlowko,
KOTJa OH 00 9TOM paccKa3biBa!

4 mocmoTpena B r1a3a MOJTYaIMBOro crpaxa. ToT eBa 3amer-
HO MOMOPLIWICA U TPOMOTYAT.

3HAuUT, OH AEUCTBUTEIIHHO MOOBIBA B MOEM JIOME, a TIOTOM B
NOIPOOHOCTSIX U HA JIOCYTe TIEPEMbUT MHE KOCTOUKH CO CBOMMU
npusitesisiMu. [1paB ObLT KOT — 3pst IPOIYKTHI Tiepeneria!

— Hapeloch, — mbITasACch CripsTaTh HEMPOILIEHYI0 00Uy, OTBE-
THJIA 1 HATJIOMY CTPaXy, — UTO BBl K CBOEH HeBecTe OylieTe OTHO-
CUTbCSI UMEHHO TaK, KaK OIuchIBaeTe. 51 e Mmpu BCTpeye Co CBO-
UM KeHUXOM OOelalo mepeaTh eMy Bairy Kputuky. Kak myma-
ere, eMy Oyner uHTepecHO? A MOXeT, TOBe3eT U OH K Hell Mpu-
ciymaercs?

Crpax HEpBHO CITIOTHYJI.



Caenast 1ma)oK Hazajl, a MOTOM KauHYJ TOJIOBOH U, CThIISICh
CEKYHIHOTO CTpaxa, KOTOPbI 3aMETHJIU BCE, MOTHAYMI:

— A Bol nozoute ero! ITozosute! 1 Mbl BMecTe y3Haem! Yero
oTkJ1aabBaTh? Eciii Bel IpaBJa ero HeBecTa, OH MOSBUTCSL.

He 3Hato, Ha 4yTO s Hajesach, HO B3MIsAHY/NA Ha Jloiko. A
OH BMECTO TOTO, YTOObI OCTAaHOBUTB 3TOT Oecrpesien, TuXO MHE
MOCOBETOBAI:

— IlozoBute ero, jgeau EBrenus.

3Barh kKeHUXa He XOTesoch. M3 ToMuUKa JoHeccs efiBa pasiiv-
YMMBIM BCKPHUK y’kaca, KOTOPBIM TOJIBKO YCUJIWII 3TO HEKEJIaHKE.
Ho menknyna ¢oprouka, mpuBieKas BHUMaHUE CTPaXka.

— 4 xe ee peMOHTHPOBAI.

— Tenepsb BOT OonTaeTcsi, — HaILIACH 5.

MyXuKu, CTOsAIIME y KPbUIblIa, 3apxkaii. K moeMy ynusie-
Hu10, JIOMKO He 3aCTaBUJI X 3aMOTYATh, XOTsI U OBbUT CTAPIIUM, a
OHU IBHO MOTEIIAINCh yke Haja HUM. He BcTynuiics oH U Toraa,
KOTJIa BCE TOT € CTPaK MPUOETHYI K yrpo3am:

— Ecnu Bamm xeHux He mosiBUTCS, Mbl BoieM. [lapy munyT
MO’eM JaTh Ha TO, YTOOBI BbI OJIEJIUCh. XOTSI MEHS JIMYHO U TaK
BCE ycTpauBaer!

OuepeqHOI THIYOK OT COpATHUKA yMa eMy He rnproaswl. JIou-
KO HaKOHeIl 0OepHYJICS 1 TOMBITAICS YHATH TOT Oecripenesn. Ho
CTpax BOIIIeJ B paX U HACTAUBAI:

— 51 xouy yBuneth ee xxennxa! Ceituac! I1ycth nosiButcs, eciu
OH Y Hee ecTb!

doprouka CHOBA CKPUITHYJIA, ¥ TOTOPOIUJIA MEHSI C PEllleHU-



eM. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, Bpsij1 71 OyIeT XyXe, ueM ecTb. Eciu skeHux
TIOSIBUTCS U BBICTABUT MEHS BOH, OY/Ty TOJIbKO eMy OJiarojiapHa.

— OpmHy MUHYTY, — 51 OpOCHJIa MHOTO3HAYMTEILHBIA B3IJISI]T
BHU3, U Jloliko yOpasl cBOIO HOry. — XO4y MOATOTOBUTHCS K
BCTpeYe.

3akpbIBasi ABEPb, YCIBIIIAIA OUEPETHON CMEIIOK HEMPUSITHO-
ro cTpaxa. EMy mpITaJIuch 4T0-TO BHYIIUTh, HO OH OTMaXUBAJICS
Y 3a5BJISUL, YTO HE YUJIET, [TOKA BCE HE YBUAUT CBOMMHU IJIA3aMHU.
U BooOi1ie, Mo, He OKUJIAN, YTO NMATPYIUPOBATh JIUYHO TaK MH-
TEPEeCHO — 3acuiecsl B KaOMHeTe, MPUBBIK YIPABJIATH MO OyMa-
ram. A 31ech Tak Beceso! [Tpsam naxe 3apuayet JIoMko, KOTOpbIA
CaMblil HU3KMHM U3 HUX IO 3BaHMIO.

Hy tenepp-To 0T4acTH CTajo MOHATHO, MouyeMy bappoHC He
OCTaHOBWJI HanlopucToro npusitens. Ho Ha gyiie He jierye v ero
HE IPOoIIAJIOo.

[lepBblid A€IOM 5 MOAXBATHJIA KOTA, raplLylolIero Ha CTBOp-
ke poprouku. bnarogapst nopaxkeHHOMY MOPraHHIO €ro I71a3, Ha-
IIJ1a CBOIO OJIeK Ay U oOnaumiach B Hee. [loToM CHOBa MoaXBaTH-
Jla KOMOK, BOpYaIIIMid, 9TO BCE MPOMAJIo, HO €CJIU 51 XOUY, OH TaK
1 ObITh, OepeT MeHs ¢ codoii B OercTBo. He oOparias BHUMaHUS
Ha MpayHble MEPCIEKTUBbI, KOTOPbIE OH PUCOBAJ MO MyTH, MOJ-
HecJia ero K MOJIOKOHHUKY U MPOYMTasa HAJAIMKUCh, KOTOPYIO OH
paHee Hallaparaii.

— Aiixan nep Marnuycc koxt CoieliH, — npowia si crapa-
TEJILHO O CJIOTaM.

— Yro?! — BCTpeneHyscsa KOT y MeHs Ha pykax. — Otmyctn



mens! Jlait cOexars! S He xody ymupars Oe3bIMSIHHBIM !

— ¥V nac Her gpyroro Beidopa. [1ycTh mpuieT v pemmT 4acTb
npo0sieM, KOTOpble BOZHUKJIU U3-3a HEro.

— Ecnu oH nipugiet, npoGiiem OyaeT Oosblie! — 3aBepeia KoT.

W, BuarMO, 3ByK 3TOT YyCIIbIIIaa HE TOJIBKO 5, HO U CTPAXH,
TIOTOMY UTO sl YBU/IeNIA ABE TEHH, OOOIIIE/IIIHIE JOM U OCTAHOBUB-
1IMecs B palloHe pacraxHyTou POPTOUKHU.

— Jleqn EBrenus, — paspajicst U3E€BaTEbCKUNA T'OJIOC TOTO
MEP3KOr0 MY:KMKA, U B OKOIIIKO HEHABS3YMBO MOCTy4YaIu. — Bbl
CKOPO MJIM MOXXHO YK€ 3aXOAUTh?

— Bce! — KOTHK B MOMX pyKax CBECUJI JIATTKU U OMYCTHJT YIIIH. —
310 Bce, Kens! A s Tak crapasics ObTh MUIBIM. Tak He xoTen
Ha Koro-HuOy/1b Haraaath! JKuBeIM UM He camcs!

OH packpblI NACTh M 3allIMIE] B CTOPOHY OKOH. CTpaku Ha-
CTOPOXUJIMCH ¥ OBICTPO METHYJIUCH K ABEepH. [l0 MX BTOPKEHUS
OCTaBaJIUCh CYUTAHHBIE CEKYH/[IBI.

— I TeOs1 HUKOMY He oT/1aM, — Tioodelaia KoTy, He MMes TToKa
Jlaske TOHSITUSI, KaK TO CIeJIaTh, HO Y€TKO 3Hasl, 4TO TaK U Oy/ieT.

S Toxe He coamcs.

— Aiixan nep Marnuycc koxt CosuieliH, — MOBTOpUJIA 51, U yiKe
rpoMue, Korja yepe3 JBEPb CTal COYMTHCS CBET, M OHA Havyasa
OTKPBIBATLCSI CO CKPUIIOM, I TPAKTUYECKU BHIKPUKHYJIA B MPO-
cTpaHcTBO: — AiixaH nep Maranycc koxt Coseit! [osiBunibes
ThI HAKOHEL] WIN HeT?!

B ropre 3anepimio, KOT OOHsT MeHs JJanKkaMu U B3[JOXHYIL.
A Gobilie He OBUTO HUKAKUX U3MEHEHUM.



Ecnu, KOHeYHO, HEe CUMTATh TOJOCHYBIIIETO SIPKOTO CBETa U
HAIJION POXKM CTpaxa, YTO IarHyj yke B KYXHIO Y B3IVISIHYJI Ha
MEHS MMOOEIUTEIEM.

— Bot mbl Bce u y3Haimu. Kak 51 u nymas, HeBecTa Thl JIUIO-
Basi! I masio Toro, 4to CaMOBOJIbHO 3aHsJIa UYXkOW AOM, TaK U
MPECTYIHUKA MPUIOTIIA. 3HAeIllb, KaKOe HaKka3aHue TeOs KeT?

Kot B Moux pykax coBcem Aapliarh nepectrai. [loxoxke, oH
OBUT B Kypce, 4YTO HaM C HUM YroToBaHo. M 3To ObLIM Majionpu-
SITHBIE TIEPCIIEKTHBBI.

Crpax crmenai eme OIvH IIar U MEJJIEHHO, C PACYETOM Ha
Maruio, K KOTOpor y MeHs1 He ObUIO UMMYHUTETA, PACILIbUICS B
JIOBOJIHOM YJIBIOKE.

CBoJj10un!

Mep3kas cBosOYB!

3710 OBUIO MOCJIEAHNM, UTO 1 YCIesa MoAyMarh. . .
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4l cnenana K cTpaxy JIMILb 1Ar, KaKk KOT 3a€JI03W1 Y MEHs Ha
pYyKax, 3arisiHyJI MHE B JIUIIO ¥ TOTPeOOBa:

— He yBnexkaiics! Mbl BoloeM, a He BioOsszemcst !

U Bpoze Obl 51 MOHUMAJIA, YTO OH MpaB. M TOT, KTO CTOUT Ha-
MIPOTUB MEHs U YJIBIOAeTCs TaJKO — He MOXKET MHE HPaBUTbCA,
HO...

— Toy TBI! — BBHIpyTasiCst KOT ¥ B30OpaJICSI MHE Ha ILJIEYO.

MHe ele NOKa3anoch, YTO OH CHEUUAIBHO MOM3 Tak, YTOOBI
ocTaBUThH 1apanuHbl. Ho oOmymats 51 He ycriena. Hekorna, He K
MECTy — BCE ellle CMOTpesa Ha crpaxa. KoT cBecuin MOpAOUKyY
BHU3, €111 pa3 B3IVIAHY/I HA MEHA U BAPYT OTBECHJI NIOLICUNHY.

— Hac oxmypstor! — 3a0past oH, KOrja s BHIHBIPHYJIA U3 MOPO-
Ka, U 3allluIies SJ0BUTOMN 3Meel: — MeHst BopyioT!

JlanbHEeUIMX CJI0B KOoTa pa3o0paTh He cyMmerna.

S crplimana Juiie MUNEHUEe, CBUCT UM OIIyIala BYJKaH U3
rHeBa, MPOOYXIAIIUNA HEMBICIMMBIA agpeHauH. $1 Bujaena,
KaK SIpKO, OYEHb SIPKO CBEPKAIOT [J1a3a 3TOr0 MEP3KOro CTpaxa.
W kak K HEeMy Ha MMOMOIIb HECYTCS JIBOE.

$l MammHANBEHO OTMeYasia, Kak W 0e3 TOro JUIMHHBIE KOI'TH
KOTa YIJIMHSIOTCS, CTAHOBSICh TIOXOXKUMH Ha 3aTOUYEHHbIE MEYH.
Meuu — 310 Tak BOBpeMsl, 3TO TaK HaJIO HaM. ..

He otnmaBas otuera ToMmy, 4TO Jejiaio, HE MMOHUMAsi TOJIKOM,
KaK Takoe MOXET IPOUCXOANTh B PEATbHOCTH YECTHOTO OyXraJi-



Tepa U 0€300MIHOrO aBTOpa JIIOOOBHBIX POMAHOB, sl CXBaTHJIA
NepBOE, YTO OKA3aJI0Ch MOJ] PYKO, M yrpoKalollle HaCTaBUIa Ha
TeX, KTO TBITAJICS TTPUOJIU3UTHCSL.

Hox u kxpuBas BuiIKa — He camoe ornacHoe opyxue. Ho npy-
roro, K HecyacTbio, He 0OHapyXuaoch. Kak He ObLJIO U criacuTe-
JI51, Ha KOTOPOT'O 51 HaJIes1ach.

— K uepry! - 354cp, npommunena 1.

[louTH Tak ke rpOMKO ¥ OTYAasIHHO, KaK BTOPUBIIAKA HA MOEM
ieye KorT.

— Jleqn Eprennsa! — nwitanca Bpasymuts MeHs Jlonko bap-
pOHC. — MBI He cies1aeM BaM HUYEro 1y10Xoro. Mel IpocTo XOTUM
BaM 1omoub. OTaiTe YyJOBUILIE HAM.

— Camu BBI... — 51 TIOJIOCHYJIA IO HEM MPE3pUTEIbHBIM B3IJIs-
JIOM, U HE CTajia NOSCHATh OUYEBUIHOTO.

K10 oHM — Tu4HO y MeHsI 60bIIIe cOMHEeHu# He ObuTo. [TycTh.
Hekorna ne3te uM B Ayiiny. Bbijio 66 4TO CMOTPETD.

Sl cmoTpena Ha I1aBHOTO.

Ha Toro, KTo KpuBWJI CBOM I'yOBl B YXMBLUIKE, BUJIEN, HACKOJIb-
KO MHE CTpAIITHO, TIOHUMAJI, YTO OTCTYmath s He Oyay. Ha toro,
KTO Kak Obl HEB3HAuUaill OOPOHMII MYCTYIO, Ka3aoch Obl, (ppasy:

— A Benpb Het xkeHuxa. Tol onHa. COBEPILIEHHO OJIHA.

— Yepra c 1Ba 51 onHa! — yIMBUTENBHO, HO HA CEKYHIYy MHE
Ja’Ke CTal0 CMEIIHO.

OH aypaxk.

OH npocTo Iypak, eciv He BUJUT, 4TO 51 OOPIOCh HE OfIHA.

Ha, He ¢ TeM, Koro mo3Bajia. A ¢ TeM, KTO He cOexas, KTO He



Opocui, XOTs1 OTCTYI K (DOPTOUKE Ternepb ObLT — BCEe TPOE CTpa-
el HaXOWJIVICh BHYTPH, U HE YCIIeNn Obl €T0 yIIepKaTb.

Brnipouem, k yectu 60€BOro KOTa, OH M He JAyMall IIEeBEIUTh
3aJHUMU JIalKaMH. 3aTO B MEpPeIHUX JIaKaxX Meud KPyTHIIUCh
KaK OIacHbIe HOXH B JIEKTpUUecKor Mscopyoke. Y ux O0sTUCh.

S1 Buziena mo numam crpaxent — OHU OOSTHCH U TIOYEeMY-TO He
MOIJIY OITyTaTh €r0 CBOel Maruei. Bo3aMokHO, MOTOMY, UTO OH U
caM He ObLT MPOCTHIM KMBOTHBIM. [IpoCThie HE pa3roBapuBaIoT,
MPOCTBIE HE JepKaTcsl A0 KOHIIA U He OCTAIOTCS TaM, IJIe Orlac-
HOCTb.

— Jlenu EBrenusi, moxajyicTa. .. — CHOBa TOIBITAJICS CKa3aTh
410-TO JIOMKO M, KaKeTCsl, XOTeJ TIOIOUTH KO MHE.

Ho crapmmii cTpax ero OTTONKHYJI IJIEYOM U CTasl pUOIU-
JKaTbCS CaM.

Hecniemno.

B nosiHO# yBEpeHHOCTH, UTO HEKY/Ja TOPOITUTHCS — HUKY/1a Mbl
He aeHeMcd. Hu kot, kotTopoMy yroroaHa ogHa yvyacts. Hu g —
KOTOPOW OH TIOJTOTOBUJI UCTIHITAHUE COBEPIIIEHHO HHOTO POJIA.

41 BUgesna 3To B ero mia3ax.

3pauku pacimpeHHble, X CJIOBHO 3aBOJIOKJIO TyMaHoM. Bos-
MOXHO, B TJaHHBIi MOMEHT OH CHOBA MCIIOJIb30BaJI Marvio, HO Ha
MeHsI OHa Oonblle He fericTBoBaia. M naxke ympiOka, B KOTOPOM
OH PacCIUIBIBAJICS, HE BHI3bIBAJIA HUYETO, KPOME KeJIaHWS YIapUTh
€ro 1o ryoam.

CuiibHo.

bosnpHo.



o kpoBw.

[lyranu mu menss mou Mbicau? Her. Mens nyrano npyroe —
YTO 51 MOTY YIIYCTUTbh MOMEHT, HE BOCTIOJIb30BaThCsl. A MHE HEJlb-
351 OBUIO €ro yIyCKaTb.

— Kortsl He neTaior, — 1iernHy1 MHE MOWU.

N g nonsana ero 3Hak. Beerga ects BbIxof. S roBopuia 310
MiIaameMy Oparty, sl M cama B 9TO BepuJia.

Bcerna ectb.

Ecnu TBI ero uiienip.

S npaBunbHO noHsa curaai. Korel He eraor camu. Ho eciin
UM KTO-TO TTOMOXET. . .

TosbKOo Obl HE TPOMAXHYThCS.

TosbKOo ObI B HY)KHBIII MOMEHT. ...

Eme onuH mar. Beero onud mmar!

Hy xe!

W crpax, He Benas, 4To €ro XJAeT, He NoA03peBas, Kak crpe-
MUTEJIBHO Celvac COKPATUTCS JUisi Hero Oe30MacHOe paccTosi-
HUe, paCTIaXHYJI ISl MEeHsT OOBSATHS, YIBIOHYJICS CJIAIABO U CHO-
Ba IIarHyJ1.

A B cieyollylo CeKyH/y B €ro CTOPOHY Onarofapsi MOemy
OpOCKy ToJIeTe]l BOMHCTBEHHBIN KOT.

Meuw 3aryzenu, 9yBCTBYs OJIU3KOE OKPOIJIeHHe KpoBbio. Kot
U3J1ajl KJIM4Y, OT KOTOPOro y JIPYIrMX CTPaKHUKOB 3a3BEHEJIO B
yIIax ¥ 3aCTaBWJIO UX 3aMELIKaTbCs. A 3TOT CTPaK. ..

Sl HUKaK He MOIJIa IOHATH, IOYEMY OH HE IAJAET, a MO-TPEX-
HEMY CMOTPUT Ha MeHs. He Moria noHsTh, oYeMy KOT 3aCThLI C



3aHeCEeHHBIMHU ISl ymapa Medyamu. [louemy, Kak craTtyu, 3aCThl-
JI1 IpyTUe CTpaxku. Bpemsi cJI0BHO 3aMepJio B MayTUHE. A MIOTOM
MONBITAJIACh MOLIEBEUTHLCS, U HE CMOIJIA.

TospKo M3yMJIEHHO HaOJo/1aa, Kak U3 CrycTKa Ceporo Jibl-
Ma — OTKY/Ia JIbIM, IoueMy? — MOSIBJISIETCS] HE3HAKOMBIN MY KUK~
Ha. Bocoit, B3noxMaueHHbIH, ¢ 60POION TONOPOM, OOIauYeHHBIH
B CBOOO/IHBIE OPIOKM U pacraxHyTyio pyoaxy. Eciu Ovl 51 He Bu-
Jie1a 0 3TOro OpKa, MocuMTasa Obl €ro BeJIMKaHOM.

A Tak — Bbicokui, ga. [Tneuncreiii. C BpITPaBKOM, KaK y BO-
eHHOT0. Y XONMOMHBIM B3IJISI0M YOUMIIBL.

JIOBOJILHO PaBHOAYIIIHO OCMOTPEB BCIO KOMIIAHUIO, OH Mepe-
KJIIOYMJT BHUMaHUE Ha MEHSI.

— Bbi 3aHAT, — 00pOHMIT O€3 SMOLIMI ¥ TEHU pacKastHHS.

PaccmatpuBas 10/1ro, npUcTanbHO, OT MAKyIIKUA O MSATOK.
HenoBosnbHO MpUIIypUjics, XOTeN YTO-TO JOOABUTb, HO Mepey-
MaJl ¥ OIJISIHYJICS Ha 3aCTHIBIIIME MAPHI.

JlBa cTpaskHHKa, XeJNaBIIMe MMOMOYb CBOEMY TOBAPHIIY —
NpaB/ia, C HAKJIOHOM TIOYEMY-TO B pa3Hble CTOPOHBL. Ecim Obl s
xoTesna cebst 0OMaHbIBaTh, s1 OBl TIOMyMasa, uyTo JIOWKO Criemv
Ha MOMOIIb MHE, & He cBoeMy pykoBoacTBy. Hy u mocnenusis,
Ooiee oracHasi KOMIO3HUITUS — BUCSIIUNA B HEJIOTOJIETE KOT C Me-
YaMU U €ro KepTBa, PaCKpbIBILAsl POT B KPUKE yKaca.

Bce Tak ke He uMest BOSMOKHOCTH ILEJIOXHYThCS, 51 ClleIna
3a rocteM. KTo oH Tako¥ — cOMHEHMIi He OCTaBaloch. bbuia i s
pana, uyro oH npuuen? Her. [Toromy 4ro, Kak u g eMy, OH MHE
HE MOHPABUJICS C NIEPBOrO B3IVIfAAA. A UTO-TO IMOJIE3HOE OH He



crena, Ja v He CIIEHINIT UCTIPaBIISIThCS.

He 3Ha10, CKOJIBKO OH ITPOCTO CTOSAJI, pACCMAaTpPUBAs 3aMepILIe
KaJipbl mpourcxoasaniero. ITorom B35 3a IIKUPKY HE APOTHYBILIE-
o KOTa, B3IVISTHYJI HA HETO ¥ OOBSIBUJI O CBOEM PEIIEHUM:

— INonnag uzongnus.

Kot He n3an Hu 3ByKa, TOJIBKO MOPAIOYKA KaK-TO OCYHYJIACh,
B3IJIS/] IOTYCKHET, a 1. ..

Sl nepHynach, s mompITaNach €My MOMOYb, OTOOPATh €ro, HO
HOT'Y HE CABUHYJIUCH ¢ MecTa. U s cTosiia, CJIOBHO NIPUKJIEEHHAs
K JIEPEBSAHHOMY I10JIy, YyBCTBOBaJIa HEBBIHOCUMYIO Kapy U TO,
YTO MOT CTEKAET YkKe HE MO CIMHE, KaK paHblle, a Mo Juily. Tak
JOYIIHO, TaK HEBBIHOCUMO, U TaK HENPaBWIBHO, YTO. ..

He cpa3y noHsiia, 4To BCXJIMIIHYA.

A OH ycnblIaiI.

ToT, KTO HE cnemwWI Ha IOMOIIb paHblIe, a Teepb HAM Me-
maj. ToT, KOro XoTeaoch BBICTABUTh BOH BMECTE CO BCEMU CTPa-
KaMu, 9YTOOBI TOTOM OOHSITh KOTa, 3aKPHITh OT BCEX IBEPH U CIIO-
KOMHO PAaCIUIaKaThCS.

MyxuuHa npubnusuics. BormpocutenbHo B3IJISHYT HA KOTa,
MIOTOM Ha MeHs1. A 51 cMOTpesia He Ha Hero. $1 Buena Jiuiib Oesbie
r71a3a )XUBOTHOTO, KOTOPOE CPakaloch 32 MEHs 10 MOCIEAHEro
B3J10Xa, M KOTOporo s npenana. [loromy uto cnadas. He HeBecta
3HATHOTO JIOpJA. A HUKTO B 3TOM MHUpE.

My:xunHa Haxmypuiics. MyxuuHa. [Tpocto mysxumHa. He xe-
Hux. Emie He xBarano! [IpoTsaHyn ko MHE pyKy, IPOBE IO LIEKE
Y YOMBJICHHO B3IVIAHYJI Ha BJIary, KOTOpas OCTaJIaCh Ha MaJibLax.



OH MeJJICHHO BBIJIOXHYIL.

IIpucmorpelics K KOTy.

U, x MOeMy YIUBJICHHUIO, TTEpeall ero MHe.

Takoro u nepena — ¢ MOHUKIIIAM B3IJIIOM, KOTTSIMU B BUJIE
Meueld M JPOrHYBIIMMHU OT HEOXUJIAHHOCTHU YIIIAMH.

— OH - Bam. [letanu MoToM, — MyKUYMHA OTBEPHYJICS, IIEJIK-
HYJI IAJTBIIAMU, U B STOT MOMEHT BCE CHOBA MPUIILIO B IBHKEHUE.

Jloiiko pBaHys KO MHe. BTOpo# cTpakHMK — K HayaJIbHUKY.
A TOT 3amMIIaI — MPOH3UTENILHO, TOHKO, KaK JeBUIla, KOTOPON
3a/1paJti MOfIOI.

U naxe Korga CTpaku MOHSUIN, YTO CIIYYHIIOCh U, TSIKEJIO Jbl-
1ma, mpepBau cBou Oer. VIx mpensoauTens He yHUMacs. CMoT-
peJt Ha MOoCJIeTHero ToCTs ¥ Bepelall. Bepelan, Bepemal, Bepe-
miant. ..

Crpimarh ero ObUIO MPOTUBHO, CMOTPETh HENPHSITHO, U 51 CHO-
Ba B3MIsSIHYJIA HA KOTHUKA. A TOT OOJM3HYJICS, TIOATSHYJICS BBEPX
Y IIEMHYJI MHE B yXO:

— JloBu momeHT. TpeOyii 00Ky CMeTaHBI 3a ONo31aHue!
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HoBBIii TOCTh MOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY — B3IVISIHYJ Ha KOTa M TOT,
OWKHYB, 3aTKHYJI JIAIKAMH POT, MOJI, MOJITY — MOJIYY, U IO 3TOTO
s momgain! M BooOre 310 Bce — BoH KTo 310! Kot yOpan onHy
JIanKy ¥ OOBMHHUTEIBLHO TKHYJ B TJIABHOTO CTpakKa.

HoBBIi1 rocTh OTBEPHYJICS.

— Xop coOBITHIA S OTCIIEINIT, — MIPEPBAT OH CTpaka, KOTOPHIA
OTIOMHMJICS ¥ XOTEJT 3arOBOPUTH MIEPBBIM. — MarndecKkuii B3JIOM
3aIUTHI JIOMa, YTPO3HI. .. KUTETBHUIIE STOTO JI0OMA.

Ero 3ammHKa He ocTanach He3aMEUeHHOH, W MOKpPaCHEBIIUA
OT Mepen30bITKa SMOIMI CTPaX HEMHOTO mprodoapuics. Emy
MIOHAI00M/Iach BCETO Mapa MIHOBEHUI, 4TOOBI CHOBA CTaTh CIIO-
KOWHBIM U YBEpEHHBIM B ceOe.

— IMocTynuu curaan ot JOOPONOPSIOUHBIX KuUTesnel teca. OT
MECTHBIX KHKUMOP, — CTPaX TOXE CIeNal Nay3y, C IBHbIM pac-
YeTOM, YTOOHI ee OTMETHIU. — OHU CKa3aJM, YTo BUAEIHU B JOME
KuTppaxtepByca. CaMy HOHUMaeTe, Mbl He MOTJIM HE OTpearupo-
Bath. EcTh uHbIi yKa3 MiMnepaTopa yHUUTOXATh STUX TBapei !

KoT 3710 cBepKHYIT Ha HEeTo IIa3aMy U MTPUKAJICS KO MHE CHJTb-
Hee. §1 HanpspKeHHO crieuiIa 3a XoIoM Oecejibl, cTapasich He 00-
paiath BHUIMaHUs Ha Kapy, KOTopasi POCTO AyIIUIA.

— 41 maxxe MMYHO BBIEXaN JUISl IPOBEPKH, U... — MPOFOIKUT
TOBOPUTSH IJIABHBII CTPa, HO TOCTh €r0 NMepeduII.

— MoxeTte najee He yIpakKHATHCS B KpacHopeunu. Marude-



CKUH ClIe]1 e1lle CJMIITKOM SIPKUH, YTOOBI sl MOT OIITMOUTHCS C BbI-
BOJIaMU, KaIMTaH.

— TMonMnoNKOBHYK, — MPUOCAHUIICS CTPaX M IIEJTKHYIT Kaoy-
KaMHU.

OKMHYB €ro paBHOLYIITHBIM B3IJISIIOM, TOCTh UCITPABUII JIOITY-
IIEHHYIO OMIMOKY, HO HE TaK, KaK Ha/IesJICSl €r0 COOECEeTHVIK.

— Crapuuii JEeUTeHaHT.

—Ho... — u TyT 10 TOrO, KTO XOTEJ HAa MEHS HAIACTh, JIOIILIO,
YTO He OBUIO HUKAKOW OIOKHU.

He 6pu10!

W 9TO TOT, KTO yNpapisieT STUMU 3EMJISIMU, TOT, KTO BJIAJEeT
JOCTaTOYHOM BJIACTBIO M, BUAMMO, Maruey, M3Ha4ajlbHO HE MOT
OIIMOUTHCH.

OH npuHsI peleHre U 03BY4HII €TO.

M Hakazan 3a TO, YTO C HUM CHOPUIIY.

O06 sTOM Aorajanach s, U3yMJIEHHbIE CTPAXHU, Jake MOU KOT
J0raiajics v MOJXMUXUKaBaj B Moe yxo. Jlydiiee, 4To MOKXHO Obl-
JIO caenarh CTpaxy — 3aTKHyThcs! Ho OH, nMInasich Kapbepsl €
MOJTHUEHOCHOW CKOPOCTBIO, SIBHO ObUT M3 3aHYyJ U 3aHOCUMBBIX
TYT'OJLlyMOB.

— 41 neiictBoBaN B pamKax 3akoHa! Bel He numeeTe npasa!

— Mnagmmii JIEMTEHAHT, — CHOBA UCTIPABUJICS TOCTb.

— Ho... OHa cama Bo Bcem BuHOBara!

— W B TOM, YTO BECh JJOM IPONUTAJICS] TBOUM KEJIAHUEM? —
BKPaJYMBO MTOUHTEPECOBAJICS TOCTb.

— Jla! — He yHuMaics 3TOT aypak. — OHa royion pasryamBaia



no gomy! OHa OTKpbLIa JBEph B OAHOM mpocThiHe! OHa yibiOa-
Jace!

— 4 Bugen. Kro. Yasibancs, — mpouenun rocts. — W 3Hato, ¢
KAKUMHU LIEJISIMHU.

— 51 mpocTo He Mor cliepkaThCsl, KOrja YBUJEN €€ B TAKOM BU-
ne! — Hammencs crpaxk. — CTpout u3 ceOs Jiey, Ha3bIBaeTCsl Ba-
IIefl HEBECTOM, a camMa XHMBET B 3TOU Jbipe, Oe3 MaseuInei 3a-
HIMTHL, U... Jla 1axe Tynol KUKUMOpE MOHSATHO, YTO OHA — Ca-
MO3BaHKa!

— Pa10BOM, — IPUHST YK€ APYroe pelieHue rocTb.

W BHOBB 3TO OBLIO cAenaHo 6e3 Maseimux amorwmii. He Tpo-
HYJIO €r0 HU TO, YTO CTPaX 3aTpsCCS OT THEBA, HU TO, YTO CTAJ
KpacHee Maka Ha MoJie, HU TO, YTO Hayasl 3aJbIXaTbCsl, CIIOBHO
€My He XBaTaJIO BO3AyXa.

— Ho oHna... — BBITaBUII OH, OOJIM3HYB MEPECOXINe TyObl.

['octh, HE BepsA TOMY, YTO BCTPETWUJICS C TAKUM HJAUOTOM,
B3/IOXHYJI ¥ IPUHSLT MHOE PelIeHue:

— Otpsan mwrpaHUKOB.

— A... — cTpax MoKauHyJjcsl, OPOCHIT UCTICTIENSIIONTUI B3IISA
B MOIO CTOPOHY U OTKPBUI POT, YTOOBI CKa3aTh HOBYIO IaI0CTh.

— Hcnionnenue perieHust 00’kajOBaHUIO HE TIOMJIEKHT U BCTY-
naeT B CUJIy HEMEIJIEHHO, — TOCTh CAEJAJl KAKOU-TO JKECT PYKOU,
y HOT CTpaka MOSIBWICS CU3bIM JIbIM, U CTaJl CJIOBHO MPOIJIAThI-
BaTh €r10.

Crpax 3aBeperiai, NonbITaics coexarb, HO yxke He MOT cjie-
JlaTh HY Lara.



— W na, — xorma ero ¢purypa Obuia CKpbITa MOYTH TOJIHOCTHIO,
N00aBWII TOCTh. — Bee, UTo BBl BUIETN B 9TOM JOME, SIBJISETCS
roCyapCTBEHHOW TalHOM. Marndeckuii OJIOK He TIO3BOJIUT BaM
MIPOPOHUTH HU cJI0Ba. YKasioOb! WM MPOIIIEHK s TaK ke MojIBepra-
I0TCS MAarMUeCKOMY 3aIlpeTy. A 3a XOJIOM Balllero UCIpaBJIEHU
Oyj1y CJIeIUTh JIMYHO 51 ¥ KTO-HUOYITb N3 KUKUMOP, YTOOBI BbI 10-
O/1MKe MO3HAKOMMIIMCh C OJJHOM M3 pac Haileil umnepuu. Bos-
MOXHO, 320[JHO U HEBECTY ceOe MpUcMoTpuTe. $1 ciblia: Kak ¢
Hell TPaBUJILHO OOpAIlaThCsl, BB YKe 3HAeTe.

MHe KaxeTcsi, IMEHHO TIOC/IEAHNUE CJIOBA UCIYTald CTpaka
KyJa CUJibHEee BHE3aIHOro MOHMKeHus. Toraa oH crnopui, co-
MPOTUBJISJICA, A cevac CKaJcsl, Kak CAyThIN, 3a0BbIThIA JEThMH,
HIApUK, U...

He nonnysn, Kak g oxunana.

Hcues B cru30i IbIMKE.

JlBa Ipyrux crpaxa, €ciii U He CMOIJIM COXPAHUTh CIIOKOM-
CTBUSI — Ha MX OJIETHBIX JIMIAX BIEPBbIE MPOSBUINCH KPYITHbIE
KareJibKH M0Ta, TaK XOTsI Obl C JIOTUKOW M YYBCTBOM CAMOCOXPa-
HEeHUs Mpo0JieM He UMEITH.

He BmemmBamcek. Crostiin no crpyHke. U xxaanu cBoen yva-
cty. OHY IOHUMAJTH, KTO 371eCh IVIaBHbINA. V1, BO3MOXHO, XOTsI Obl
OJIVH U3 HUX, XOTs Obl JIoKO0, Opocaroriuii Ha MeHsI BHHOBAThIe
B3IJISI/IbI, OCO3HAJI, UTO TIOCTYIWII HeKpacuBo. M uTo HakazaHue,
KOTOPOMY TOABEPICS UX CTapIIMKA — 3aCITyKEHO.

— Aiixan nep Marnuycc koxt CosuieiiH, — 3aroBopuJ OH, Korja
B3[JISIJT MYXKUMHBI OCTAHOBWJICSI Ha €ro HanapHuke. — [To3Bonbre



MIPUHECTH U3BUHEHUS BaM U Ballleld HEBECTe 3a TO, YTO CErOqHS
IPOM30ILIO.

— 41 Tak ke xoten Obl MPUHECTU U3BUHEHUs BaM, AliXaH Aep
Marnuycc koxt CoJsuleiiH, 1 Baiieil HeBecTe, — IIyXO MOBTOPUII
BTOPOM CTpaK.

O06a MPOBUHUBIIMXCS CKJIOHVJIM TOJOBBI, OKHUAsT PEIICHHUS.
Sl He BUIeNa ML TOCTs, HO MHE MOKa3ajoCh, YTO CJIOBA MPO
MOW CTaTyC Ha KAKOEe-TO MTHOBEHbE BBIBENIY €TI0 U3 PABHOBECHSI.
OH HECKOJIbKO pa3 CiKaJl Maiblibl, MEIJIEHHO BBIIOXHYJI, U TOJIb-
KO B35IB KOHTPOJIb HaJl BHE3AITHBIM BCIJIECKOM SMOLMIA, 03By YT
pelieHue.

— [lepeBo U3 MMTHON HOUHOW CTPaXU B OOBIYHBIN THEBHON
narpyJib.

CTpaxu TOJbKO HYWKE CKJIOHWIM TonoBhl. Kcratw, Gmaropa-
3yMHO. [ToTOMY 4YTO rOCTh, BEIKJAB MUHYTY, TOOABHII.

— Ioka cpok — Ha nosrona. OOpaTHBIN MEePeBOl BO3MOXEH.
[Mocne sK3aMEeHOB MO0 BOGHHOMY JeJTy, 3TUKE W STHKETY, a TaK
K€ 0 mpaBaM Bcex kureser Tuxux 3emens. VcnonHenue pe-
HIeHUs] 00KaJTOBAHUIO HE TIO[UICKUT U BCTYMAEeT B CUJTy HeMe/l-
nenHo. [lepemecTUTbCs HA HOBOE MECTO CITyKObI TIO3BOJISIIO Ca-
MOCTOSITEJIHHO.

Crpaxu CUHXPOHHO BBIJOXHYJIH.

— Enle pa3 npuHocuM cBOM U3BMHEHUSI BaM U Balley Jieiu, —
CKa3aJl OJJH U3 HUX U, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY MEPEJ TOCTEM U TIepe/io
MHOM, MOCTIEIITHO TTOKUHYJT JIOM.

A JIonKo B3ITISAHYJ HA MEHS, U TOJIBKO JJISI MEHS U CKa3aJl:



—IIpocrute, nenu EBrenus. { He 3Has1, YTO MOsI OTOBOPKa PO
Ballle [IPUCYTCTBUE B 3TOM JOME MPUBEJET K TAKUM [OCIEACTBU-
sam. S mpocto... — OH 3anHyJICs O/, MPOH3UTEIbHBIM B3IJISIOM
TOCTS U BCE ke MPOAOJLKIIL: — $1 Obl yMep, HO He MO3BOJUJI, YTO-
ObI C BAMHU CITYYHJIOCh UTO-JIMOO HENonpaBumoe!

[Tocne yero pe3ko pa3BEpHYJICA U TaK ke MOKUHYJI IOM.

— Hy BOT... — mpoOyxTesn HeTOBOJIBHO KOT. — YTOOBI ¢ TOOOM
YTO-TO CIIyYMJIOCh, OH Obl HE IOMYCTUI. A TO, YTO MOT MOCTpa-
JaTh OUH MaJIEHbKUI KOTHUK, eMy ObLIO TUIEBATh!

— Kcrartu o koTHKax, — roctb HEXOTSl OBEPHYJICA K HaM. —
Teneps pazdepemcs ¢ BamHu.

A B3IJ147 TaKOW, 4ToO. ..

B o6miem, He MOHpaBUJICSI MHE €T0 B3IJISII.

Koty onHO3HaUHO TOXE Takoe BHUMAHUE HE MPUIILIOCH MO
Ayliie, TIOTOMY 4YTO OH OOHSIT MEHs JIallKaMH 3a IIel0, TIepeKu-
HYJI XBOCT ¥ MIPUTBOPUJICSI BOPOTHUKOM. U TIOKa rocTh MeJieH-
HO TIPUOIMKAJICS, STOT BOPOTHUK TUXOHEUKO MOMPOCHIT:

— Crnymiait, a MoxeT Te0e HaKUHYTh Ha Tuieun Koprouky? Ty,
KaXkeTcsl, CKBO3HSIKH.

— Ecnu s HakuMHy mOBepX TBOEro mexa eie U KO(PTouky, s
3aJJOXHYCb OT JKaphl.

— Kakoii 3nech mex?! — KOT moMaxaJi oOJIe3IIUM XBOCTOM Y
MeHs niepen oM. — JlaBai, He aperds! Ecnu u npaBaa Hau-
Helllb 3a[IbIXaThCsl — B YXO MOAYI0: YCTPOIO Tebe BeTepok !

— I[IpocTr, HO epcrieKTHBa 3a00IeTh, TeM OoJjiee 0e3 HaTMIr st
JOCTYTA K JIEKapCTBaM, MEHs HE MpPeJIbIIaeT.



— 9x! — B3[JOXHYB, KOT MEPEMECTHUIICS TaK, YTOOBI TIOUTH TOJI-
HOCTBIO BUCETh MTO331 MEHS, a CIEPear OCTaBUII JIMIIb KOHUYHUK
XBOCTHKA, /1a TIOOOTBITHYIO MOP/IOUKY.

To ectb, OH Kak Obl crpsATacs, Kak u xoted. Ho u nomken
Be/Ib ObITh B KypCe, UYTO MPOUCXOAUT!

['ocTh OCTaHOBWJICS B ABYX IIarax OT MEHs, HAXMYPHJICS, HO
MPUCTYTIATh K pa300pKaM He Toporuiics. YyBCTBYsl, Kak MeJICH-
HO TOJI3ET M0 MHE €ro B3MJIs]l, NOEKWIACh U OPaloBaIaCh, YTO
ycneJsia nepeoieThCsl.

XoTs1, BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, Oy/Ib 51 B TIPOCTBIHE, 5T ObI IOHPABH-
Jlack eMy OoJtbinie. A Tak ObUIO OTYETIMBO MOHSTHO U BUJHO, YTO
OH HEJ/IOBOJIEH.

Hy masio nu! PacnipaBuia rnieun, XOTs ¢ y4ETOM JaBUBIIETO
Ha HUX BECa, 3TO M 0Ka3aJI0Ch HEMPOCTO. S, MOXKET, TOXKE BIMS-
TEJILHOTO KEHUXa MPEACTaBIIsIa COBEPIIEHHO MHaye. A 3TOT. ..

C yXxomoMm cTpakeil CBET He MCY€e3, OH CJIIOBHO CTPYWJICS U3
YIJIOB I0OMa, Y TIO3BOJISLT CIIOKOMHO PACCMOTPETh MYKUMHY, KO-
TOpPBIM paccMaTpuBajl MEHs B CBOIO ouepelp. Hy 4ro ckasars,
yTOOBI HEHAPOKOM He 00ueTh Xopoliero yegoeka? He 3Hato,
YTO TaM BpaJlv IIPO CTATyC I'OCTSI U €ro 3aMKH, HO TIOKA CKJIA/Ibl-
BAJIOCh OLIYIIEHHUE, YTO OH KUBET B €1E XYALIUX YCJIOBUSIX, YUEM
YCTPOWJI MEHSI.

Ia u BooOI1IE OH MHE OO0JIbIlIe HAIIOMUHAJ HE OOBIYHOIO 4Ye-
JIOBEKA, a JIEIEro.

Her, ogexna Ha Hem urctasi. Ho mpocrasi. OOyBU HET COBCEM.
A BOJIOCHI Kakue B3JIoXMaueHHble! MaMOuKH, 1a MHE KOTa ObUIO



MPOIIIE BbIUECATh, YEM JIaXkKe MIPEICTABUTb, YTO 110 ITOMY «IIEpe-
KaTH-TI0JIe» KOrJa-HUOY/Ib CIIOKOWHO MOXKHO MTPONTHUCH pacuec-
Koit. A 6opoza. .. 1o BooOIIIe OT/Ie/IbHAS ITeCHS. MaJio Toro, 4to
MHE HUKOTJa He HPABWJIMUCh Y MYKYMH HU OOPOIbI, HU HEOPU-
TOCTb, HU JJAKE YCBI, 51 IPOCTO HE MOHUMAJIA: 1JIsl YEro OHA HYXK-
Ha B TaKkylo xapy?!

— V BBICHIMX OHA YCUJIMBAET KOHTPOJIb HA/l MArMYECKUM TIO-
TOKAMHU, — MTOSICHUJI TOCTb.

— [loHATHO, — KUBHYJIA 5.

A TIOTOM TOHSIJIa HE TOJIBKO TTPo Oopomy. S MmoHsiIa, YTO TOJb-
KO YTO MOM MBICJIM ObUTA TTPOYMTAHBI !

Bce mMoun mbiciu!

3Ha4uUT, ¥ IpO JIeWero Toxe?!

S BO Bce m1a3a ycTaBWJIach HA MYKUMHY, & OH CHOBA IIPOYes
MOU MBIC/IUA Y TIOITBEP/IIIL:

— Ila. XoTs1 NOHATUSA HE UMEIO, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT U KaK ITO BbI-
[JISLAMT.

—Hy... Tak...

4 mopagoBanack ToMy, UTO ylepKajlaCh OT KMBKA B €ro CTO-
pony. Kakoii camokoHTposib! Kakoit Bepx Haj amouusimu! XoTh
ceituac 6epu MeHs1 B «Maduio» !

Ho mbiciu Beap He amoruu. OHU OMSATh MEHSI BbIIAJIH.

— Ipu apyrux oOCTOATENbCTBAX s Obl, MOXKATYH, He O6e3 WH-
Tepeca nopacchpamivball Bac o Jelux 1 Maduu, — IporoBOpui
roctb. — Ho, yBbI, 0OCTOSITE/ILCTBA CJIOKWIIUCh MHAYE, J]a U HET
BpEMEHHU Ha pa3BiieueHus. ['ocygapcTBeHHbIe Aena.



A 10 3eJIeHpIM IIa3aM TaK W YUTajoch — «OT KOTOPBIX BB
MEHS OTOPBAJIH !».

— MHe HpaBUTCS, YTO BBl BCE CXBAThIBA€TE HA JIeTY, — MOXBa-
JIUJ TOCTh 6e3 Masediux sMoIuid. — Jlymato, Bbl cMOXeTe 1o-
HATb U TO, YTO 51 HE 3aXOTeJI TOBOPUTH IpU cTpakax. KoHeuHo,
JUTSI BaC 3TO MOXKET OBITh CTPAIITHBIM yIAPOM. ..

Bot 31€ch B €ro rooce BrepBbi€ MOSIBUIUCH SMOILMU — ITAKOU
YBEPEHHOCTH, C IPUMECHIO IIPEBOCXO/ICTBA.

— dymaro, — yabIOHyJIach, He CyMeB CIepKaTb CBOW CMECOK
SMOLIMI C IPUMECBHIO CMeXa, — 5 YKe TOHSJIA U yap 3TOT nepe-
KUBY.

['ocTh B3IVISIHY/T HA MEHS C COMHEHUEM. A MO KOT, KOTOPbI
TOXE JOrajayicsl K 4eMy MEHs MOATrOTaBIMBAIOT, HETEPIIEIMBO
3aeJI03WI y MEHS Ha Tuiedax u OypKHYIL:

— JlaBail yxe, Opocaii HaC OCKOpel, U Mbl TIOWJEM HCKATh
ce0e JIpyroro keHuxa, rnoieapee!

[octh caenas miar Biepes U MPOTSHYJI K KOTY PYKY.

A TyT ke ar"ysa Ha3zag U HallOMHUWIIA:

— IlonHasa n3onanumsa!

— Toro, Koro Bbl TOOPOBOJILHO ycaauiu cede Ha Ielo, — Ha-
MOMHUJI TOCTh. — A BaM Obl HAOOOPOT JTydliie OOJIbIIIE TYJIATh HA
yIULE.

— Jlns 3arapa?

— s Toro, 4ytoObl HaiiTu cede keHuxa. [loromy 4TO, Kak Bbl
MIPABUJILHO JIOTaJATUCh, 51 HA BAC KEHUThCS HE COOMPAIOCH.

[To-moeMy, MyK4rHA, HECMOTPSI HA MOM 3aBEPEHHMS PO T10-



HATJIMBOCTH ¥ Ha OOJIErYeHHBIN BBIZIOX KOTHUKA, PACCUUTHIBAII CO-
BCEeM Ha Jipyrylo peakuuio. Ho s Tak oOpanoBanace! MHue naxe
3aX0TeJIOCh MIOJIOUTH K 3TOMY CTPOTrOMY IOCTIO, OOHSITh €10, IPO-
11as 3a MPUKJII0YEHHU ], KOTOPbIE MOJApUII 3TOT IOMUK, U paciie-
JoBath ero 6opomy!

Tb(y, KOHEUHO, HO TAKHE HOBOCTH !

Takue HoBoCTH !

Hla s1 mouyBcTBOBasa cedsl Tak, CJIOBHO Y MEHs JIeHb POXK/[e-
Hus1! Y MHe He TpUALIaTh UCTIOMHSIETCS, KaK JOJIKHO Obl, a OIISITh
BOCEMHA/AATh! YIMBHUTEbHBIE OIIYIIEHNS — CBOOOIBI M TIpeI-
BKYILEHHSI, YTO €llle HEMHOTO, M BECh MUP OKaKETCs Y TBOMX HOT.

A Bripouem, K 4epTty!

Kakue Horu! He Oynem mopTuth Tako MOMEHT TIpU3eMJICH-
HbM. S mapuna! Jlerana B HeBecomocTr! Sl OblTa cyacTIMBa TakK,
KakK y’e J1aBHO He Obuia!

OH He Xo4YeT XeHUTbCs Ha MHe. S He Xxouy 3a Hero. Opk ObLT
npaB! Mbl C 3TUM MYKYMHOU MPOCTO HjieaIbHast mapa!

Hy Bor, Hanum npyr apyra. ITozHakomunuce. Bee y3nanm.
MOXHO U pacXOIUTbCHA.

Hom. Munsiii oM. Crierry K Tede!

Bripouem, y mMoero cuactbsi OKa3ajicsi CIMIIKOM KOPOTKUI
CPOK.

— VBBHI, — CKa3aJl MOU IOCTb, — BBIHYKAEH BaC PaCCTPOUTD.

— Y0, — yKacHyJach 51, — Bbl yKe nepegymau?!

OH noMopImics.

KoT n3ymIieHHO IICKHYIT ¥ 3aKaJl POT JIAMTKOM, YTOOBI HE MTPO-



MYCTUTh HH €IMHOTO cJIoBa. U BOT, B 00pa30BaBIIEICS TUIINHE,
KOI/Ia 3aTalIUCh JaKe HAIIA C KOTOM CepAla, TOCTh CKa3all:

— Her, koHeuHo. {I He TONBKO He XOuy )KEHUThCS Ha Bac. A B
MIPUHIIKIIE OOJIbIIIe He COOMPAIOCh ITOTO JieaTh. 37ech IS Bac
Bce 0e3 M3MEHEHNI, MOKETE HE COMHEBATHCS.

MBpI ¢ KOTOM MepeBeliv JbIXaHUe U MoK JPYTr Opyry Jiarm-
ku. To ecTb, s1 — emy Janky, a OH MHE PyKy. A TOCTb CHOBa 3a-
TOBOPHIL.

— Ho pa3 yx Bac nepeHeciv B 9TOT MUpP B CTaTyce HEBECTHI,
HU O KAaKOM BO3PAIIEHUM MOKETE U He IyMaTh. TO Maruuecku
HEBO3MOXHO. TOJIbKO TOCTIe 3aMy KecTBa.

— To ecTb... — onemmna s, He B CHJIaX TIOBEPUTDH YCIIBIIIIAH-
HOMY.

— To ectb, xOTUTE BBI TOTO WX HET, — Pa3KeBajl B KPOIIKHU
IIMKApHbIE HOBOCTH TOCTbh, — BbI 00s13aHbI BHIATH 3aMyxk ! 1 yu-
11e Obl TOCKOpee, MOTOMY UTO CTaTyC MOEH HEBECTHI y Bac O4YeHb
XJTUTIK UM,



I'maBa Ne 13

OM... H-14...

S1 roBopuia, 4To He JIIOOII0 MYKUIMH ¢ O0pOIOii?

S ommbasnack. § ux Ha IyX He BbIHOITY !

Jla KaTHUCh OHO BCE...

— W eme, onun ManeHbkuid coBeT. Ha nmpaBax HecocTosBILIe-
rocsi ’eHuxa, — IPOJODKUI 3a0MBaTh T'BO3/Ib B MOW Ipod 3TOT
JyJeCHBIN YetoBeK ¢ 6oponoi. — [lepectaHbTe Tak 4acTo pyraTh-
csi. I BeIOEpUTE Ipyroe pyrareibCTBO, MOTOMY YTO HE 3HAI0
KaK B BallleM MUpE, HO B HallleM YepTH JEUCTBUTEIBHO BOIATCS,
u ux onacaiorcs. Eciu Bbl mpuMeTe BO BHUMAHUE MOU COBET, Y
Bac OygeT Kyzia OoJibllie IMaHCOB HalTH cede Oonee-MeHee Mof-
xofsiiero Myka. Bee-taku ey Tak ceOsi He BEAYT.

TpynHO onucarb CJI0BaMH TO, YTO s IOYYBCTBOBAJIA B TOT MO-
MeHT. MBbIC/IM HATIOMHUHAJIM Xa0C, YETKO MEJIbKHYJIa TOJIBKO OfI-
Ha: «3psi B 9TOI NMIIepun Tak Oostcs yepteid. [lotomy 9o xeH-
IIMHA, KOTOPYIO TBITAIOTCS 3arHaTh B TYMHK, FOpPa3/o onacHei !»

— DTO HE TYNUK, — TYT %€ MPOKOMMEHTUPOBAJI MOU MBICIIU
roctb. — Hao0opoT, 111 Bac 310 €IMHCTBEHHBIN BBIXOI.

— IHocmoTpuM, — iporieanIa .

— MosxeTte cMOTpETb B JII0OOYI0 CTOPOHY, — COTTIACHIICS TOCTh. —
Kpome moeii.

— 3ameuareibHO, — MOJ/IakHya s1. — Eciiu BB He Oynete cTo-
SITh y MEHsI Ha Ty TH.



CornacHa, pO3BYyYaJio JBYCMBICJIEHHO, HO OH B€/lb JEUCTBU-
TEJTbHO CTOSUT HAPOTHUB MEHsI, 3arpask/iast 0030p Ha MpeKpacHoe.
Ha crpariisble cTeHbl, Ha HAaBUCAIOIIMI OTOJIOK, HAa CKY/IHBIA MH-
TepbeP ITON KYXHHU.

— Hamexkaete, 4to0sI s1 mockopee yien? — My 4unHa CKJIOHIIT
rOJIOBY HaOOK, B 3€JICHBIX I71a3aX MEJIbKHYJIM OMACHbIE OTOHBKH.

— Hamexkaro, 4TO Mbl BIIOJIHE MOXEM HE MYUMTb JApYr Jpyra
CBOUM IPUCYTCTBUEM.

4 moyemy-To ObLIa yBEpeHa, UTO ceiyac OH B30OPBETCS U Ha-
TIOMHHT, YTO BOOOIIIE-TO 3TO €r0 JIOM, U pa3 51 He HEBEeCTa, TO He
MMEIO MpaBa 371ech HaxoauThcsA. He 3Halo, 0T4ero MHe MpUILLIIO
B T'OJIOBY, UTO €My CBOMCTBEHHA MeI04YHOCTh. HaBepHoe, Marim-
HAJTLHO TIPUITUCATIa ee K APYTUM HeIOCTaTKaM, KOTOpBIE yke 00-
HapyKUJIKCb.

Crpannasa umnepus. CTpaHHBIMA IepLor, WIA KaK 3TO 3[eCh
HazbiBaeTcs? Crout. He yxoqur. CHOBa nbITa€TCs MPOH3UTH Me-
Hsl B3DJISIIOM. A Belb Y HETO Jiejia rOCyJapCTBEHHON BaXKHOCTH !

Bce Bokpyr crpannsle, naxe crpaxu. Ho 3aro d, kaxercs,
cTaja Jy4lle MOHUMaTh KOTUKOB. CuMTalo, 370 HeIioxas KOM-
NIeHcallvs TOMY, 4TO 5 TaK M He Hay4yuiach pa3OouparbCsi B JIO-
nsix. Terna y :KuBOTHBIX Oobiiie. I 6eCKOpPBICTHOCTH.

Bor A MammHanbHO normnaguia KOTUKa — TOT JEPHYI JIAIIKOM,
BbIpaxasi CBOE HEI0BOJLCTBO. Mo, He npu 3ToM k¢! A nmotom
B3JIOXHYJI U CBECUJI XBOCTUK, YTOObl MHE ObUIO yIOOHEi: MO,
J1a/Ib JaBaii, IEPEeHOCH Ha MEHS CTPecC, Tak U ObITh, pa3oueK
erie crepruo!



Huyero, BOT ceiluac yCIOKOIOCh, CEYaC BCE OKOHYATEIbHO
pa3onayTcs, a MIOTOM M Mbl C HUM yiuaeM. i cHadasa BbICIIMM-
cs1, a IOTOM Yi/IeM, BCe Ke CIaTh yKe XOueTcsl.

— MHe nopa, — MOCJIeIHUI TOCTh He MPOSIBUII TaKT — MIPOCTO
BHOBB ITPOYEIT MOU MBICJIU. — TOJIBKO XOTeJI ObI HATIOMHUT. . .

S1 yxe NpurotoBUIach K TOMY, YTO BOT CEUac OH CKaXeT Ipo
JIOM, BO3MOKHO, O3BYUHUT *keJIaHWE, YTOObI OCBOOOAMIIN €ro ce-
TOJIHS, HO HET.

— Pemienne o monHOW M30MSIMU BCTYNMWIO C MOMEHTA €ro
ornanieHus. OHO BpeMeHHOe, HO OOKAJIOBAHUIO HE TIOJIJICKHUT.
Ho 310 Kacaercs kutppaxTtepByca. YT oH He MoxkeT. [loka s
HE pelry 3TOT BOmpoc. Bl MoxeTe COKOMHO BBIXOIWTh, Kyla
3axoTuTe. HamoMHIO Tak e, 4To B BalllUX MHTEpecax JIejiaTh 3TO
KaK MOXHO Yallle.

4 B3mOXHYyNa, cTapaTeabHO /1aBsl BCe CBOM MBICIH O 3TOMY
noBony. He nydiiee Hayamo cyiiecTBOBaHUSI B HOBOM UMIIEPUU
— ccopa ¢ TeM, OT KOro 3aBHCHUT JKM3Hb TBOETO MHUTOMIIA, Ja U
cOoOCTBEHHasI.

— KutppaxTepBycy Bce MOHSITHO? — HEOKUAAHHO TOCTh 0Opa-
THJICA HE KO MHE, a K TTUTOMILY.

ToT He oTBETHIL.

— MHe noBTOpUTH? — B TOJIOCE MY>KUMHBI MTOCTBIIIATIOCH JIET-
KO€ HeJIOBOJILCTBO.

Ho kot cHOBa emy He oTBeTHII. JIUIb pa3apakeHHO MaxHYJI
XBOCTUKOM U B3[IOXHYJ. A MOTOM BCe-TaKU HE BHITEpIes U Bbl-
CKazaJl BCe, YTO y HEro HaAKUIIEJO:



— 41 — xoruk! 1 BooOie, 51 Tpedyio [Be OOYKU CMETaHBI 32
cniacenue Jeau! 1o ke neHHocts! [locrosaHne umnepun! 10
ke B OyyIleM 4bsi-TO HeBecTa!

— HackonbKo s MOMHIO, — rOJIOC TOCTSI CTall BKPaTYUBbIM, — B
TIEPBHII pa3 peusb M1a 00 OqHOM OOYOHKE.

— 41 ObL1 B IIOKe ! — TYT K€ HaIesncs KOT, TOTOM HATKHYJICS Ha
HEJJOBEPUMBbII B3IJIS1/1 MY)KUUHBI ¥ BCXJIMIHYJI, IOBOJILHO MTPaB-
nononoOHo. — Takas Tpareaus Ha razax! Cpasy Tpu Hamajaoo-
KX, a 32 MOMMH IJIedaMu Oe33aruTHasI Jeau!

My>kunHa He TOPOMMIICS HUYero 0OemaTh U KOT, OT KOTOPO-
r'0 CMETaHa ye MPaKTUYECKH YCKOJIb3asa, Yepe3 BCXJIUIT TOBTO-
puI:

— Hocrositnne nmriepuu! B Oymyiiiem ubsi-To goporasi Hepecra!

— C mens 604oHOK. 3a omo3nanue. Bropoii crpedyens ¢ To-
ro, /17151 KOro TBOSI JIE/IU CTaHeT A0poroi Hesectol. Keratu, ecnu
KEHHX TMOSIBUTCS IOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, s MPOCTABIIO €l OJVH
OOYOHOK.

[TocuuTaB, YTO HAa 3TOM Pa3roBOP OKOHYEH M JIaXke HE IMOUH-
TEpPECOBABILIMChH, HY)KHO JIM HaM €lle 4TO-IU00 MOMUMO CMeTa-
HbI, TOCTh HAIIPABUJICS K BBIXOY.

A, HeT, y IBepH 3aMEeLIKAJICA.

Ha veyxemu?!

— Ja, erie oqMH BaXXHBII MOMEHT, — OH OpOCHJT Ha MEHSI CTPO-
ruii B3 . — Eciu yenoBek 6e3 Marnueckoy 3alyThl, €0 MbIC-
JIM MOTYT YMTaTh HE BCE Maru, a TOJbKO BhICIIUE. f Kak pa3 K
TaKUM OTHoIyCbh. [ToaToMy Mpority Bac, jiequ, nepecTaHbTe UMe-



HOBATh MEHSI «TOCTEM». DTO BBIIVISAUT KAK-TO HEJIENO, HE IIPaB-
na mm?

W BOT Ha 5TOM ONTUMUCTUYECKOU HOTE, HATIOMHUB MHE O TOM,
YTO 3TO 51 HAXOXKYCh Ha €ro TEPPUTOPUU U B TOCTAX, MY:KUMHA
HaKOHEI-TO OKUHYJ oM. BMecTe ¢ HUM 1cye3 1 CBET, KOTOPbIi
JIcA 13 yroikoB. CTajio TEMHO U THXO.

— JK-x%5100! — rHEBHO CBEpKHYJI KOTUK IJ1a3aMH, OCBETUB MHE
MYTh K CTYJIy.

— He To cnoBo, — nogaakHyna s ¥ ycrajo npucena.

— U 3Haems 4yTo, — NOAEaWIC COMHEHUEM KOT, — KaK-TO Ha-
CTOPOXMIIO MeHS. .. S TpeboBan 60uky. bouky! A oH 3amagui:
«OO0YOHOK-O0YOHOK». BOT UyBCTBYI0, UTO OyJeT KaKOW-TO MOI-
BOX !

CTpouTh HOTaJKy CHJI COBEPIIEHHO He ObUIO. MBI CHOBA JIeT-
. 51 — B ofex e, TO M 1EJ10 KOCSCh Ha IBEPb, KOTOPYIO, KaK OKa-
3aJ10Ch, CIIOCOOEH OTKPHITH JII00OM Mar. He 3Hat0, MHOTO Jiv UX B
OKpYyre, HO MOBTOPEHUSI HE XOTEJI0Ch. A KOT HaKpbUICS KO(PTOU-
KOM, KaKk OyATO AyXOTa eMy He Mellaja, U 3apeMall.

BripoyeM, coH y Hero ObLT YyTKHMM, TO M JIEJIO CIBIIAIOCH
HEeBHATHOE OGopMoTaHue: «51 ckazan: Tpu! A nydiie msTh!», HY
Y Y€ MPUBBIYHOE, TOJIBKO C MOJBbIBaHUEM: «/Kpa-a-ath!».

A yTpoMm, KOr/ia sl OTKpbUIa IBEPb JOMHKA, YTOOBI TPOBETPUTH
Y TIOCMOTPETD Ha OKPY:KAIOIIyl0 OOCTAaHOBKY, YBU/I€/IA HA KPbLIb-
1€ IepeBsHHbII 00UOHOK. Jl0JIro cMOTpesna Ha Hero — MoJIya, Ka-
Jiefia KOTUKA, a MOTOM pellinfia, YTO BCe paBHO Beb OH YBUIMT,
Y, HABEPHOE, JIy4llle TaK, YeM HUKAK.



ObepHynach, X0TeNna ero OKJIMKHYTh. [loroMy BcriomMHuMIa,
9TO UMsI OH ceOe Tak U He BHIOpA, U BHIKPYTUJIACh UHAYE:

— Teb6e momapok!

KoTuk, KOTOphIi 0 3TOro 0e3y4acTHO CHJeNl Ha MOJOKOH-
HUKE U KaJIOBAJICS, YTO )KM3Hb KOHUEHA, [IOTOMY UTO OH IJIeH-
HUK, CTPEJION COCKOYMJT BHU3, BHIOEKA HA KPBUIBIO, PACKUHYIT
B YMUJIEHUHM 3arpeOyIue Janku, u. ..

— IloncraBa! — mpoxpurien oH, TUIIOXHYBIIMCh HA 3a[, U XKa-
JIOOHO BCIUIECHYIT Jlarikamu. — JKeHst, 3To nmoacrasa!

Buns to, yto nmpubuiock K Hamemy Oepery, st Obula C HUM
COBEpIIeHHO coriiacHa. TpeOys 1iaTy, KOT SIBHO UMEN B BHIY
OOUKY Ky/la COJTMIHEN. A TO, UTO CTOSIJIO y HAC Ha KPbUIbIIE, JIeH-
CTBUTEJIHHO ObLJI0 O0uoHKOM. [Ipruem Hebosbium. Y Hac B Ma-
ra3uHax B TAaKMX WHOIJA MPOAAETCS MATUIUTPOBOE IMHBO.

— Kak xwutb-T0 Teneps? C Takoi o001 Ha cepaiie, a? KeHb-
Ka, 5 e TaK JOJro He MPOXKUBY, — MIPOXPHUIIEST OOMKEHHO KOT,
MIOCMOTpEN Ha CKPOMHBIM OOYOHOK M MPUKUHYJI. — Makcumym
enie JeHb NpoTsaHy! A notom 4to? OXOTUTHCS MHE HEJIb3AL. . .

— YUro-HuOyap npuaymMaem, — sl Ipucesa, Noriaauia KOTHKa,
a TOT ObUT B TAKOM PACCTPOMCTBE, YTO CHOKOMHO MHE 3TO MO3-
BOJIWJIL.

— DX, — B3JOXHYJI OH, — 3HAJI OBI, YTO XOPOIIIKE Jejia TaK Je-
IIEBO OIICHUBAIOTCS, XOTh OBl COXPaJI BUepa CTPaXHUKA. BbiT Obl
y MEH$ 3arac ellle Ha rnapy JIeHbKOB, a TaK...

OH B3MIsIHY/1 HA MeHA. f — Ha Hero.

— MeHns coxparp xouemn?



— Jlymaii, 94TO rOBOpHIIL! — TIPOTBIXTEN OH U CTYKHYJ MEHS
XBOCTHKOM 10 HOraM. — ¢ 6e3 Te0s1 Hukak! 1 sxe OIMHYMKY TIeYb
He ymewo. [laxe manenbkue! Y MeHs na-a-nku!

BcrnoMHUB KOTOB U3 peKJIaMbl, KOTOPbIE TOYHO TaK Ke JKaJlo-
BAJIMCh HA CYIBOMHYIIIKY, 51 paccMesuiach. XOTena MOAXBATUTh
OOUYOHOK, HO KOT BOCITPOTUBHIICS].

— 41 cam, a TO pacruienienis eie, — JeJIOBUTO 3aMETHJI OH. —
DTOT KMOT JIa)ke KPBIIIKY 3aKa!

Kcrarn, n1a. BOYoHOK CTOSIT O€3 KPBIIIKH.

— Moxert, 310 Jy1s1 TOro, YTOOBI Cpa3y ObUIO BUIHO, YTO 3/1€Ch
cMeTaHa? — TMOMBITAIACH YTEIIUTh MPUTOPIOHKUBILIETOCS KOTa. —
M 4yTt0 60YOHOK MMEHHO TBOK?

— MoXxHO mogymars, — MPOIBIXTEN OH, aKKYpaTHO BTaCKUBAsI
OOYOHOK B JIOM, — UTO 371eCh KPBUIBIIO MPOCTO 3aBAJIEHO TOfIAp-
KaMU, U 51 B HUX TO U JIeJIO TepsIOCh!

He 3Hal0 y KOro Kak, a y MeHsl HACTPOEHHE MOBBICHUIIOCH OJTHO-
3Ha4YHO. BuepariiHee, KOHEYHO, U3 BOCIIOMMHAHUI HE BBIBETPH-
JIOCh, J1a ¥ He XOTeJIa s Hu4uero 3a0biBath. Ho mymarth Haio ObLIO
0 TOM, KaK JXUTb aajbiie. [Ipuuem, He TONBKO MHE, HO U KOTHKY.

— Cnymiai. .. — s Ia’ke OCTaHOBUJIACh OT HEOKUAAHHOM MBIC-
JIN.

Her, MbICITh, KOHEUHO, ObLIa Ayparikasi, HO 1 OOCTOSITENILCTBA,
KOTOpbIE K HEH MOATONKHY/IU, He ObUTH JTyYIIIe.

— A ecm 51 CKaxy, 4TO MOH JKEHUX — ITO ThI?

— Toraa s ckaxy, 4TO Tl Iypa, XOTh U HAPHIBAIOCh, TTOTOMY
YTO TOKa HE 3aBTPaKas, a U3 HAC JBOMX T'OTOBUIIIb JIUIIIb Thl, —



OTBETHJI MHE KOT, HE OTPBIBASICh OT JieJia ¥ MOAIMUXHUBAsi OOUOHOK
BCe Aajblie. — Majio Toro, 4To MHe He ¢ KOro Oyner cTpedoBarh
60uKy... Hert, ¢ ydyeToM TOro, 4to s mogy4msi 3TOT Mu3ep, 5 Oy-
ny TpedoBarb BOUMIIIE 3a TBoe cnacenue! Tak BOT, Majio TOrO,
4TO MponajeT NeHHbIN npu3. Thl Kak ceGe mpecTaBsienb Moj-
TBEepIK/IeHre 3Toro 6paka?!

— A T0, 4TO 51 TeOs1 IOLIENYI0 TIPUJTIOHO U CKAXYy, YTO JIOOIO
— He cuuraercs’?

— ITyHKT ¢ 3TOM1, Kak ee... KOHCymalen oosizatesnen! Muaue
TeOs1 Bce PaBHO JJOMOW He OTITYCTST, a s Oy/ly HaBeK OMo30peH!
Y4tu 310, KOTJa peluiilb He 1yPauuThCsl, 2 BBIXOAUTD 3aMYX IO
npasie. Eciu Tel BEpHENIbCS JOMO, TBOW MYk CHUJIBHO IOHU-
sutcs B craryce! Ho ato epyHpa, ObiBaet u xyxe. OuH Takoid, ot
KOTOPOTO keHa cOexalna, 5 CbIIIal Kak-To, Jake C yMa COIIeT.
A emie kTo-TO moBecwics. B obiem, ’Kenbka, cama moHUMaelib,
Jydine Obl TeOe BIIOOUTHCS B KOro-1o, moMumo MeHsi! Ilo-Hacto-
SIIEMY BIIIOOMTHCS, a MHAYE MOJCTABUIIL CBOETO MYyskeHbKa. Hy
WM BBIOMpai TOro, KOro OyJeT He jKaJIKO MOJICTaBUTH!

Ila yx, 9TOT MUp MHE HpaBWJICSI Bce MeHbllle U MeHble. U,
HECMOTPsI Ha TAKOE MUJIOE Ha3BaHHUE, HACTpauBaloIIee Ha MO3U-
TUB — Tuxue 3emiii, MHE ITPOCTO 3aBBITh 3aXOTEJIOCH.

Ho ne myrars ke kotuka? [la u ceds.

Her, BbIXO €CTh. f 3TO TOYHO 3HAI0, YYBCTBYIO.

Hano npocto ero HanTu.

— D, — MOCIBIIANIOCh U3 KYXHH, — WM CIofia, OyaeM ¢ ToOOn
JOOBIYY JIETUTH!



— He coen eme?

— 51 x He mypak, — XMBIKHYJ KOT, — Oyly pactsruBath. Tak
YTO MIeKH OJIMHBI, a B CMETaHy TOJIbKO Makath OyaeM. Kpaerek.
U To He kaxaplii O/IMH, a Yepe3 OfIuH.

— U 1o He 4, a TOIBKO THI, Aa?

— Hy uT0 THI TaK cpasy... — CTylIeBajcs KOT, KOTOPbIY, BUIHU-
MO, 3TO OH U UM€JI B BUAy. — 5l He KaJlHbIi, TPOCTO 3araciauBbii!
O 3aBTpalHeM AHE AyMalo.

[Moka KOT fymaJt 0 3aBTpaIlIHeM JHE, s eKJIa OJIMHBI ¥ JyMasia
O CErOJHSAIIHEM.

Yro-T0 Ha/IO OBLIO MPENTPUHUMATh, UHAYE MBI CKOPO JIATTKH
IIPOTSAHEM.

Ho Bot ut0?
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Ooparatbes ¢ mpockbamMu K AlixaHy Oecrolie3Ho, J1a U rop-
JOCTh He M03BoJIsUIa. OH YEeTKO JaJl OHSTh, YTO He XOYeT UMETh
KO MHE HUKaKoro otHomeHusi. OH Oojiee 4eM KTo-Ti0O0 3HAI, B
KaKMX YCJIOBHMSAX 51 HAXOXYCh, HO CaM IOMOIIb HE TPEJIIOKHUIL.
3ayeM eMy TpaTUTHCS HA JIUTIOBYIO HEBECTY ?

He 3a yemM. A ¢ y4eToM TOro, BO CKOJIBKO OH OLICHWJI MOE
ClaceHre, M ero OTHOIIEHHWEM K CaMOMy MOEMY HaXOXKICHUIO
31ECh. . .

Her, ero s1 mpocuTh He XOTea.

K Tomy e, HECMOTpsI Ha UCXOJl BUEPAITHUX COOBITUH, TPHI3
MEHS YepBSYOK COMHEHH, YTO €ro OIMo3/IaHue ObUI0 HAaMepeH-
HBIM.

TyT e BKITIOUMIach (paHTa3Ms U B TAKUX KpacKaxX HapHUCOBa-
JIa BAPUAHTHI TOTO, YTO MOTJIO CITYYUThCS, €CJIM Obl OH COBCEM He
SIBWJICS, YTO TOJIOBa pa3dosienack. [loctaBuB miepes; KOTOM TOpKy
¢ OJTMHaMU, OKWHYJIA B3MJIAJIOM CKY/IHBI OCTATOK 3alacoB U BbI-
I1JIa Ha KPbUIBLIO, TIEPEBECTH TyX.

A 4TOOBI pa3zOysHUBIIAsICS (DaHTA3Ms HE JOHUMANIA YKACTH-
KaMU, KOTOPBIX I C IeTCTBA OOI0Ch, TIEPEKITIOUMIIA €€ Ha CKa3Ky.
WTak, Kak Tam MoxuBaeT 0e3 MeHsI FepouHs?

41 He Bcerna HaOmoAana 3a reposiMU, CUJIS Tiepe]] HOYyTOYKOM.
OOBIYHO CHaYaJla MBICIIEHHO HBIPSUIa B MUP KHHTH, KPYTHJIach
TaM, CJIOBHO TOJICMATpPHBAs, M YK€ 3alKChIBaJIa TO, YTO 3arlo-



MuHaa. MiHorma, mpaBaa, Te COObITHSI, KOTOPBIE 51 BUe/Ia U3HA-
YyaJibHO, MeHsTuch. Ho He motomMy, uTto s nepeaymaiia. Most Bep-
CHsl TAKOBA: MOKA Y MEHSI HaXOIUJIOCh BpeMsl CHOBA 3arjisiHyTh
B UCTOPHIO U €€ 3aIicaTh, Fepou, Kak W XKUBbIE JIIOAH, YCIIeBAIU
JENCTBOBATh M MEHATHCS.

Wm Toke OBLIO CBOWCTBEHHO TepeayMarh, 3aTauTh OOWIY,
BIIOOUTHCS B JIPYTOro, OIMIMOWUTHLCS, MpeaTh WA COBEPIIUTDH
HEOXMJAHHBIA Jake sl ceOs1 U CBOEr0 MHUpa MOCTYIIOK.

MHe 4acTo Ka3auioch, YTO UCTOPUH, KOTOPBIE Sl MUIITY, HE BbI-
ayMka. OHU ITPOUCXOASAT HA CAMOM JieJie, TIe-TO B IPYTUX U3Me-
peHusiX. A MHE TIPOCTO TO3BOJIEHO MX YBUIETh. A KTO-TO, BO3-
MO’HO, B TaHHBI MOMEHT MHIIET KHUTY O TOM, KaK aBTOp JII0-
OOBHOTO (PIHTE3M OTKPBUIA IBEPh OPKY U MEPEHECach B IPyron
MHUD.

Tak sipko mpeacTaBuiIa STOT MOMEHT, YTO JJaXe CTaJlo HEMHO-
r0 OOMHO: TIOKA 51 3]1ECh, KTO-TO HAMMILIET UCTOPHIO TIEpBbIM! A
MOTOM, KOTJia K HeHl pUy 1, KTO-TO U3 uuTaTesnei ckaxer: «Ka-
KeTcsl, 51 yKe Takoe unTai!». U He cTaHeln Beib O0BbSICHATH, 9TO
WHOTJ]a MUPBI TIEPECEKAIOTCS U MOKA3bIBAIOTCSI HE OHOMY YeJlo-
BEKY, a B JJAHHOM CJTy4ae BCE€ OCHOBAHO Ha PeasIbHbIX COOBITUSIX
1 OBLJIO JIMYHO CO MHOM.

Kro nosepur?

41 6b1 cama He ToBepuIIa.

Ila 1 06BsACHATH OBl He cTasa. 1 BooOIIe mpuaepKMBaCh TaK-
THKH, YTO 32 KHUTY JIOJKHA TOBOPUTH CaMa KHUTa, a He €€ aBTop.
A ec/1 4TO-TO HEMOHSITO — HY, WX YUTATeJb HE TBOM, UK aBTOP



aypak. U te, v Te ciyvau peJKuMH He SIBJISIOTCS.

3aHecio xe MeHs B paccyxkaeHusax. Hy 3To Toxe nmomoraer
HACTPOUTHCS] HA MUP U HBIPHYTb B HETO HE3aMETHO.

IIpuceB Ha CTyneHU KpbUIbLia, s MBICJIEHHO MOTSHY/NAch K
OCTaBJIEHHBIM 0€3 IpUcMOTpa reposiM. UTo OHM ycriesm HaTBO-
puTh, TIOKa MeHsI He Obu10? [TOMHHTCS, OCTAHOBIJIMCH HAa TOM,
qro Jienu BukTopusi, Gorarasi HacjieqHUIIA BUKOHTA, BIIPYT OKa-
3pIBAaeTCs1 0€3 CPeACTB K CYLIECTBOBAHUIO M MOJIEPKKH POJI-
CTBEHHUKOB U JIPY3€eH.

[TpuBbIYHASA U1 Hee )KU3Hb pyXHYyJa. Jlenu coBepleHHo Ofl-
Ha, Ha Hee HacelaloT KPeJUTOPbl U CTPAHHBIN POACTBEHHUK, KO-
TOPBIIl rapaHTUPYeT eil (PMHAHCOBYIO MOIEPKKY, €CIIU OHA CO-
IJIaCUTCs TIOJIApUTh €My HOYb. B Hallle Bpemsi MHOTHE AEBYIIKH
CaMU MIIYT TAaKOr'O MOKPOBUTEJS, & OHA HET.
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