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AHHOTaAMSA

C nercTBa Ha MHE JIexkaso KJeiMo: cbiH n3MeHHuKa. C Tex mnop,
KaK MHOTO JIET Ha3a]] OTIIa OOBUHWIIM B ITPEIATENLCTBE, OONBITHHCTBO
BO3MO)KHOCTCI>JI, OTKPBITBIX OCTAJIbHBIM, CTAJIU JId MEHS HEOOCTYITHDI.
W numb cunbHbIE CHOCO6HOCTI/I MMO3BOJINJIN BOUTH B JIMYHYIO I'Bapauio
UMITEpaTopa.

Korpa moBenuTens Mmopyumsi camylo BaXHYIO MHCCHIO, OXpaHy
cBOel OynyIleid kKeHbl, s BO3paJoBajICs, UTO I'PEXW OTIA HAKOHEIl
ITPOIICHEI. Mor m g TOorga IMpearookuTb, YTO CTaHY pa3MeHHOI71
MOHeTOl B wurpax Boicux? Yrto ©Oe3HagekHO TMOMOOII0 Ty
€IMHCTBEHHYI0, Ybsl aypa HE pa3Apa)kaeT MOEro W3MEHEHHOrO
3perusi? I 4To0 UMEHHO MHE NPEICTOUT CJesaTh CJIOXHBIA BBHIOOD,
pasrajiaTh CTpalIHyIo TaiiHy Mupa Aii-Vopas.

Mmue, Creniomy CTpaxy CKPBITHIX 3€MEb.
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Hunenuaa Haabre
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IMPOJIOI

«Cnenble CTpaxu — MNOXalyid, caMble YOUBUTEIbHBIE U
HEOOBACHUMEIE co3anus Mupa Aii-Mopan. Crienbie B IPUBHIY-
HOM CMBICJIE CJIOBA, OHU Y/IMBUTEIbHBIM 00pPa30M YMEIOT BUJIETD
caMylo CyTb BCETO, C YEM COINPHUKACAIOTCS, U OCTAIOTCS, BEPOST-
HO, HamOoJlee CHIIbHOM apMHed He TOJBbKO CBOEro Mupa, HO 1
Bcer [anaktvku. Cnenoro Crpaxka HEBO3MOXXHO 3aCTaTh Bpac-
IJIOX HU C KaKUM OPYKHUEM, a UX MPEeJaHHOCTh UMIIEPATOPY BO-
nuia B JiereHpl. IMEHHO OHU CTOAT HA 3alUTe SKBATOPUAIb-
HOU TPaHMIIbI AI‘/’I—PIOBaHa, 1 eC/IM C KeHIuHamu MoBaHa 1oro-
BOPUTHCS PEAIbHO, TO JaJIbllle HE MPOHUKAI HUKTO U HUKOT/IA.

[anakTryeckas TEXHUKA U TAIAKTUYECKOE OPYKUE BBIXOASAT
TaM U3 CTPOsi, @ METEOPOUIHBIE KOJIbLIA HEU3YUEHHOW MTPUPO/IbI
BOKPYT' 3BE3[JHOM CHUCTEMbl HE TOJIbKO 3aTPYAHSIOT CBSI3b, HO U
JeJIaloT TUIAaHEeTy HeMPUCTYITHOM /IS Hatero opyxus. Kopadmm
TEPSIOT yNPaBJIEHUE, JIaXKe MOJTHOCThI0 ABTOMATU3UPOBAHHBIC,
KOTOpbIe OyATO Obl JOJKHBI BBICUUTHIBATH OE30MACHBIN MYTb.

Wwmeertcs u elnie oiHa CTPAaHHOCTh: YHUKAJIBHBIA MUP OBLT OT-
KPBIT COBCEM HEJIABHO, TUIAHETA HUKOTAA HE MoJyIekKaa KOJIOHU-
3allUM, U OCTAeTCsI HEOOBSICHUMBIM, OTKY/Ia HAa HEeW B3sUTUCH JIIO-



I, OMOJIOrMYECKH aOCOMIOTHO COBMECTUMBIE C JIIOAbMU 3E€MIIN.

CBs13b ¢ MoceqHUM KopadsieM AJIbsTHCA, KOTOPBI KEHIIMHBI
VoBaHa 0MyCTHIIM Ha MaTepyK, 000PBAIACh YyTh GOJIBIIE IeCH-
TWJIEeTUs Hazall. B TeyeHre HECKOJIbKUX JIET MOCJaHHUKaM yia-
BAJIOCh COXPAHATH JIPYKECTBEHHBIA KOHTAKT C MECTHBIMU KUTE-
JIIMH, A BOT B OAMH MOMEHT BCE PYXHYJIO. A JBOMHOU MUP OCTa-
eTcs IJIs Hac 3araJikoy M I10 CeU JEHb».

N3 nexyuu kanouoama zeoxocmuueckux Hayx Mapama Bpo-

YyHepa,
Hncmumym Brezemuwix Lusuauzayuil.



I'JTABA IIEPBAA

&okk

Meonennoe, nnagroe npoodydscoerue nocae ONUMenbHoz20, MHO-
eonemuezo cHa. CocmosiHue HaKonaeHus uHgbopmauuu npepea-
HO CMYMHBIM OWYUEeHUEM MPego2U, NPUULEOUUM RO HUMOUKAM,
KOMOopble OHA HeOABHO HAYUUAACH PAZAUUAMD.

O6pa3zvl nocmeneHHo CMeKaromcest, 2pYnnUpyromcsl, paccma-
Hasauearomest Ha mecma. Tenepv ona 3Haem 20pazodo Gonvite,
uem moezoa, MHozo aem Hazao. U éce pasno HedoCcmamouro.

Ho meonumyo nenwvss, nHeobxooumo ycnemn. bvicmpoe ckanu-
POBaHIUE NPOCMPAHCIBA NOMO2Aem ONPeoeaumvCs ¢ Hanpaeg.ne-
Huem u sHeuwtHocmuio. Lleav noka ewe mymarna, Ho ¢ npuéaudice-
HUeM NPOSICHUMCS.

OHa éviHbIpUGAem U3 COCMOSIHUS NOKOS, Mpanchopmupyemn-
51, NPUOBPemas HeeHcKue uepmol. 30ecs u ceituac amo Haudonee
6b1200HbIIL OONUK.

Oxomuuya 8bIX00Um Ha oxomy...

apcanwv

— Ckaxwu, Jlapcaib, TOTOB JIU Tl CIyXHUTh Oe3 ocratka? —
BIIEpBbIE pUTYyaJibHAsI (ppa3a U3 YCT CAMOTO UMIIePaTopa 3BYUUT
JIMYHO 711 MEHSI.

[TpekJIOHSTI0 KOJIEHO, CKJIOHSTIO TOJIOBY, CAEPKUBAS TIOTHIMA-
IOIIYIOCS B JIyIIIE PAJOCTh:



— Bceerna, moit moBenutens. Beg, uto motpedyercs.

Cnensie CTpaxu He MOTYT BUIETh UMIIEPATOpa — TOJIBKO Oec-
IIBETHBIM OOJIMKOM, HO CETrofiHsI MHE HE YJaJlOCh HAIlyNaTh Jia-
*ke ero B3msi. Kak v monoxkeHo, He pa3Mbluisiio 00 sTom. Moe
NIpU3BaHUE — CIYKUTb, M1 HUYEro OoJee.

— Xopotuo, — Mmapuangp OTCTynaer OT STUKETa, HABEPHOE,
9TO J0OpkIi 3HaK. OMmycKaeTcsi HA MACCUBHOE CUCHUE — TUOPHT
TPOHA U YIOOHOTO Kpecya, TO JIM paccMaTpuBasi MeHsl, TO JIU CO-
BETYSCh C MEHTAJIbLIUKAMHU.

OmrynsIBao B3MIAIOM JOCTYITHOE U3 MOETO NOJIOKEHUS MPO-
CTpaHCTBO. B 3ane KpomMe Hac HHUKOro, XOTs B OOHOM M3 YIJIOB
YyIUTCS CKPBITOE ABMKEHNE. OHO HE HECET YIPO3bl, OTCBEYMUBAS
He3puMon MeTKkol Mmmneparopa, mosTomy Mondy.

— Xopotuo, Japcans, — noropser Nimapuanap cierka ume-
HUBIIMMCS TOHOM, Ha YM MPUXOAUT KAPTUHA CIIOKEHHBIX B 3a-
MOK PYK, HEOpeKHO BBITSIHYTHIX HOT. — Tebe nopyuaercst ocodas
muccust. Tol oezens co MHOM B MoBan. 3a Oyay1ieir uMriepa-
TPULIEN.

— CyacmuB CIIyXKHUTb, MOU MOBEJUTEINL! — C TPYAOM ylaeTcs
CKPBITh U3YMJICHHE.

JKeHIuHBI, poXk/ieHHbIE B A0, HE MOTYT 3a4aTh OT UMIIEpa-
Topa. YTO-TO MPOUCXOAMT C UX aypOi, OHA MOKPHIBAETCS Pa3BO-
JaMU U AECTPYKTUBHBIMH Y30paMu. A KpOMeE TOr0, Ha )KEHCKYIO
aypy HeJb3s [OCTaBUTh METKY Vimniepatopa.

[Tostomy, 1o naBHei TPa/ILIMHK, JKEHy, MaTh HaCJIe/IHUKA, OH
npuBeseT 13 Broporo mupa Aii-Vosana, — mupa Vosan, rie mpa-



BAT JKEHIIUHBbI. A MHE, BUJSILIEMY HE BHEILIHOCTh, HO CYTh, IIPE/I-
CTOUT TIPOBEPUTH, IOCTONHA JIU €ro N30paHHMIIA CTaTh UMIIepa-
TPUILICH.

— Bribupaii xopoienbko, apcanb. Thl Oyaeris oTBevaTh 3a
Hee.

— KoHedHo, Moi oBEINTEb.

Sl OBl Take IOMBICJIUTH HE MOT BHIOPATh TUIOXO0, HE TIPUIIOKUB
Bcex 3HaHuM 1 ymenui! Ho ¢paza «oTBeyarsb 3a Hee» — puTy-
anbHasi. Heyxenu MHe nipencrout crath JMuHbiM CTpaxkeM UM-
neparpuib? !

— CBoOogieH, Jlapcas.

Kupaio 1o stukery, nogHumarocs. Ilpomatock ¢ umneparo-
poM. B 3aJ1 KTO-TO BXOAUT — CIIBIITY 3aMaX MYKCKUX OJ1arOBOHUIA,
BIXKY METKY Ha aype, ¢ Heil mopsiiok. HactparBaioch, TOHKas J11-
HUS1 OE30IIaCHOTO MYTH, CUSIONINA KOHTYD JBEPU U JAPYTUX BbI-
XOJIOB, Kakue Hac 00yvanu BUeTh. [Iokuaao TpOHHBIN 3a71.

C Tex mop, Kak MHOTO JIeT Ha3aj OTIa OOBUHUJIMA B W3Me-
He, OOJIBIITMHCTBO BO3MOKHOCTEH, OTKPHITHIX C jieTcTBa CrierbsiM
Crpaxam, ctaiu Jyisi MeHsl HeIOCTYIHBI. JIUIb CUJIbHBIE CTO-
COOHOCTH, U3-32 KOTOPHIX BOCBMUJIETHETO MAJIBUMIIIKY HEKOI/a
3a0payii Ha 0Oy4eHNe BOMIPEKU POAUTETHCKOU BOJIE, TIO3BOJIMIN
ChIHY U3MEHHHKA BOWTH B JIMUHYIO reapauio immneparopa Mina-
pUaHpa.

VMniepatop HUKOTIA HE BBIIESUT MEHs cpeau pounx. B o
BpeMsi, Kak OBIBIIIME COYYEHHWKHU TABHO YK€ 003aBEeJUCh COO-
CTBEHHBIMU OTPSIAAMU WM TIOTy4asld JIMYHbIE CEKPETHbIEC 3a-



JaHWsI, MHE MPUILIOCh CMUPHUTBCS, YTO TaK M OCTAHYCh HaBCe-
raa b psagoBbiM Ctpakem. B mobom ciyuae, 310 moveTHee,
HE’KeJM CTepeyb I'PaHULIBL.

N Bot Tenepp... JInuHblil BhI30B umnepatopa! Bo3mokHO,
OH YBH/JIEJI MOIO BEPHOCTb, BO3MOKHO, MEHTAJIBIIUKYI, HAKOHEII,
CHSUTH C MeHs1 HaOMmoieHne, yOeqUBIIHCh, YTO 51 aOCOMIOTHO TIpe-
naH Aiio! Cepalie pagOCTHO CTYYHT, KaK B IAJIEKOM JETCTBE, KO-
r1a MUp elie ObLT MOJIOH SIPKUX KPACOK, HE CKPBITBIX OCOOBIM
3penueM Crenbix Ctpaxei.

— Io3gpasisio, Japcais.

Hano ke, noutu paccnaduscs. JlaBHO cO MHO# Takoro He Clty-
yanoch. He mponyctun npudiukeHre UMIIEpaTOpPCKOro pacrio-
PAANTENIS, HO TIO3BOJIMII MOJIOKUTh PYKY Ha 1uiedo. [loBopaun-
Bal0 K HEMY JIMLIO, YyTh NPUILYPUBAIOCh. TaKOH B3IVIA MOMX
HE3psuMX I1a3 BceX MpoOupaeT. Yk He 3Halo, IOYeMy.

—D-3-3... npocrure, 3p Hapcanb, — Bukepuii pe3ko youpaer
PYKY, KpaCHO-KOPUYHEBbIE SI3bIUKU CTpaxa 1o aype. I psa3Ho-3e-
JieHasi 3MeiKa HeOOPBIX MBIC/IEH. YCMeXalch — MOsI yCMelll-
Ka TOXe He caxap, 3a Bce TOfbl MpeHeOpekeHUsI 1 TIOJO3PEHUI
HaTpeHupoBail. — Dpnap Miapuanap Besesn 03HAKOMUTh Bac €
MPEJCTOSIIIEN MOE3KOM, BbIAATh JIOMOJHUTEIbHBIE KOMIUIEKTHI
(popmbl 1 OpyxMAL. ..

— O3HaKOMBb, — COIVIAIIAIOCh.

Aypa mnepenaer HecMesblii KUBOK, KEJIThIE 3aMCKMBAaIOLME
CTpyHKH crenmotes u3 ryd. OTBopaunBaiock. ToiHo.

ByATO KTO-TO HE 3HAET PACTIMCAHMSI MTOE3]KU WA CBOUX 00s1-



3aHHocTel. Ciyiaio, B Ybe MogYuHeHre MeHsl otaaiT. C ynuB-
JieHueM OOHApYKUBa0: (haKTHUECKH TONIbKO JIuiiTa, KoMaHaupa
Crpaseii, oTBevaromiero 3a 6e30MnacHoCTb Bcero noxona. [a u
TO ¢ OONBIIMMHY TpUBUJIETHAMU. [IpakTHUECKU HEOTCTYITHO OyIy
npu umnepartope. PaccmarpuBarh /1151 HEro AeBYIlEK, HE UHAYE.

CHOBa KpHMBO YCMEXaloCh, JIQJIOHU MPHUBBIYHO KkKeT. [laxe
CMOTpEeTh He HYXHO, YTOOBl YBUETh CBEUEHHE, KOTOPOE OT HUX
ucxoauT. Bukepuii cierka oTcrymnaer.

— Dp apcansb, s Bac yeM-HUOYb pa3rHeBai?

— Her.

He mo0/110 UIMHHBIX Pa3roBOPOB, TOJOBA MOTOM OOJUT OT
Pa3HOLIBETUSI TEMHbBIX MbICJIEN, KOTOPBIE MPOHOCSATCS B OTBET Y
cobeceqHUKOB. HaBepHOE, XOpOIIIO, YTO OHU HE 3HAKOT, KaK MBI
WX BUJIMM.

Pacriopsiqutesis 3aBOAMT B CBOIO NpreMHY0. JI00Omo, Koraa
OHM TOBOPSAIT 3ay4yeHHOe. Peub cTesieTcsi pOBHBIM (PHOJIETOBBHIM
¢onom. Kpacora.

O3ByuMBaeT MapuIpyT, KOJIMYECTBO COMTPOBOKIAIOIINUX U YTO
TaMm erne Heooxoaumo 3Hath Ctpaxky. HakoHel, momaer 6ymary.
BHugy cusier xentast METKa reyaTu, CHOBA BbI3bIBAI0 OMaa — CBe-
YeHMe MaJjblia, Ha 3TOT pa3 KoHTpoiaupyemoe. [IpukiaasiBaio k
HEH, MOKA y30p HE CKJAJbIBACTCA B MOIO JUYHYIO MeTKy. [lon-
NUCh noctasiieHa. [IpoBepsiio HaoIIyb BCE BbIJAHHOE B JJOPOTY,
OCTABJISIIO JIUP JIJIS TOCBUTBHOTO, UTOOBI JIOCTABUIT IOMOH. YXOXKY
1071 O0JIErYeHHBIN TOJTyOOH THIMOK.

VY MeHs Bcero napa gHeu, XOTs Moe3/1Ka B HoBan IUIAHUPYET-



csl y’Ke TaBHO, eKaabl Tpu. [IpaBaa, 00 UCTUHHON e He TO-
Boputcs. [Ipecekaio MbICM O TOM, TOYEMY MeHSsI MO3BaJIM B ca-
MbIii TioceqHuit MoMeHT. He nonoxeno Ctpaxy 00 3ToM 3ay-
MBIBAThCSI.

MeieHHO POX0XKY 1BOP B CTOpoHY crniajieH Ctpaxen. OHu B
OT/IEJIbHOM 3[IaHUM, KaK/ble arapTaMeHThl CHeIIMaIbHO U30JIH-
poBanbl. THaue ot oOuvsa nHGOpMAaIiU Mbl He CMOIJIUA ObI OT-
JIbIXaTh.

Caersrasicst HUTh O€30IMacHOM JIOPOTry — OCTalIbHBIE, cervac
HE Hy’)KHbIe, TPUTYIIIeHBI. JKenTo-3eieHble poOIecKy JepeBbeB.
Bripouewm, 1epeBbsi He CIyTaelb 1 110 3amnaxy, 1axe Kaxaas BeT-
Ka MaxHeT 0COOEHHO.

HaBcrpeuy onvH u3 Haimx, Oeblid CBET I71a3, YIIbI0aloch Cier-
Ka — OH YBUJUT JIETKYI0 AbIMKY. HaBepHoe, 3ps s, TOJBKO Hel0-
yMeHHe Bbi3BaJl. He MpUBBIKIM MeHs YJIBIOAIONMMCS BUIETb.
VX0Ky HE OrJisi/IbIBasICh.

Hosaua

— JIu! K te6e Tepecus!

Ox! INonckakuBaio, Oery K ABepH, B OCTIEHUI MOMEHT MpPH-
TOPMa’kUBAIo.

— Wpny! — orBeyaro.

Mapam JIxxanc He OyneT pajia, eciii BHICKOUY KakK €cTh, OHa
BCEr/Ia BHYIIAeT HaM, UTO JKEeHIIMHA J0JKHA B JII0O0H CUTyaluu
OBITh CIIOKOIHA M OTIPSITHA. B IeTCTBE MEHS YacTo JIMITIAJIH ClIajI-
KOTO 32 TIOPBAaHHbBIE IIITAHbI, COUTHIE KOJIEHKU U CITyTaHHBIE BO-
JIOCHL. 3aTO Temepb, He 3arIsIHYB B 3€PKajio, HE BHIXOKY.



Hackopo npuiaio cede MpUINIHBIA BT, TIEPEOICBA0 JTIOOH-
MBI MHOIO OPIOKM Ha JTIOOMMOE HAacTaBHUIIAMU TuiaThe. [1biTa-
10Ch UJITH CTETIEHHO, HO TYOBI TaK M TSIHYTCS B y/IBIOKY. Bee-Taku
Tepecust penko npuesxkaer! MHe ObUIO JIET JecsiTh, KOTJa OHA
MeHs Halllla B maHcuoHe MajaM J[xanc. Braiine g Meuraja, 4To
OHA OKaXeTCsI KaKOW-HUOY/Ib JaJTbHEN POJICTBEHHUIIEH U 3a0epeT
MeHsI JIOMOH, a ceiiuac MOHUMAI0, KaKoe BCe-TaKM CUaCThe, YTO
oHa BooOI1e nosiBuiack! Peqkue 3BOHKM, MUChbMA, MOAAPKU HA
npa3aHuKU. .. [IpocTo ogMHOKas Mokuias KeHIMHA, KOTopas
3axoTesia MojAepKaTh OCTaBIIerocs 6e3 poaureneil peoeHka. ¥V
MHOTMX MOUX MOJPYT U TAaKOTO HET.

Tepecust oxugaeT B HUKHEM XOJUIE, B U3TI00JIEHHOM Kpecie,
HeKor1a 6eJI0CHEKHOM, HO IaBHO YK€ UCTEPTOM COTHSIMU TIOCe-
tuteneil. Bpocaiock K Hell, 0OOHMMAl0, MPUBBIYHBIN 3arax CyIe-
HBIX TPaB, TMMOHHOM LIE/IPBI M TAKUMCKOTO Tabaka, KOTOPHIA OHA
HaOWBaeT B TPYOKY.

— Kak ke g cockyuummace, Terymika Tepecusi, BaC Tak JaBHO
He ObUIO!

— Hy, ctpekotyxa Mosi, Hy, MUJIasi, XBaTUT, — YJILIOAETCS, IITyT-
JIMBO OTMaXWBAeTCsl, BOKPYT IJ1a3 ¥ ryd CeTOUKa MOPIIMH HaTsI-
TUBaeTcs ynblOKou. — Miem, moryssiem, Mosi XOpoImasi.

PagocTHO cornmamaiochk, XOTs, HABEpHOE, CHOBAa O OyayIieM
paccrpammBarh HauHeT. « Tl yxke B3pocnas, Hoamus, manam
Jl’xaHc TeOsi He BHITOHUT, KOHEYHO, HO cama Bejlb MIOHUMAEIllb,
KaK HaKJAJHO colep:karh Moioaylo keHiuHy. [Topa Obl 3a1y-
Marbcsl, sI-T0 TeOe MOMOYb BPsif JIM CMOTY, HO B TBOEM BO3pacTe



y’Ke MHOTHE CBSI3U TIOJIE3HBIE 3aBOJSAT, a y TeOsl Bce BeTep B Io-
JIOBE...»

Ho s cornacHa 1 Ha pacCipoChl, UCITyTaJlach B MIPOIIUIBIA pas,
yro Tepecusi oOunutcs, He npuenet Oosnbine. [lycth XOTh Tpu
Jaca paccKasblBaeT O TpaHTe UMeHH MajaM Maii 1S TajaHT/Iv-
BbIX, BCE BbIHECY !

Tepecusi, Kak OOBIYHO, BEJIET MEHS B KOHIUTEPCKYIO. 3aBUCT-
JIMBO CMOTPIO HAa MPOILIBIBAIOIIME 0 BO3/AYXY MAaIIMHBI — TOBO-
pSIT, OHM BCETo Mapy JECSTKOB JIET, KaK MOSBUIMCh. Bpoie Obl
IpUjIeTall KaKOM-TO KOpadib CO 3Be3l, TIBITAJICS HAJaUTh KOH-
TaKT, MpoJasl HeoOblYHbIe TexHosmoruu. Ha npyroii ctopoHe, B
Mupe Ao, OHU He MPUKUBAIOTCS, He pabOTaIOT — HAIIIM KeHIIH-
HBI ITBITAJTUCH TIPOIaBaTh MAIIIUHBI UMIIEPATOPY, HO BBIHYKICHBI
OBbLTV BEPHYTh BCE BHIPYUYEHHOE 30JI0TO.

— Jlug, Hy yero 3acTbLial

— A? — croxBaThIBalOCh, U MpaB/a, BCTajla MOCPEAU JIOPOTH,
B HEOO CMOTPIO.

Kak tam, Ha npyrux mianerax, uarepecHo? [Touemy-to npen-
CTaBJISIETCS] TUTAHTCKUM. .. KaK OH Ha3bIBaeTcs, Kopadib? Bomb-
111e Bcero naHcuoHa Majam Jxanc. Meramueckue nepebopkH,
OTHU UHIUKATOPOB. .. Kavaio ronoBoit, otkyzna 3ta OyitHast ¢aH-
Tazus’?

— MoxeT, MHe BCe-Taki B KOHCTPYKTOPBI TOUTH? — TOTOHSTIO
Tepecuto. — XKainb, yto y magam [[)xaHc Hac HUYeMy IOTOOHOMY
HE YUYWIIH, TJIe MHE JIEHBI'W B3SITh HA MOATOTOBKY ?

— Hy uro 1 3as1ainna, — Bopunt Tepecust, — 310 uepHas pado-



Ta JIs1 MY)KUHH, — C JIETKUM MpeHeOpexenrem. — TeOs xe yuunm
BCEMY, YTO MOKET IMOHAJOOUTHCS JKEHIIMHE, a YK ECJIM MOBE3eT
3aMyK BBIITH!

Baapixato, 3ps 51 BOJIHYIO TETYIIKY, 3HAIO K€, KAK OHa CUMTa-
er. Panbllie Bce mbITaach ClIOPUTH, YTO €CJIU Obl BCE SKEHITIMHBI
TIECHU T1€JIM 14 KAPTUHBI PUCOBAJIN, TO KTO NIOJIUTUKOU 3aHUMAJI-
cs1 6617 Tam Benb TOXE keHIUHbBI! Ha 4To Hen3MeHHO nojyJana
OTBET, MOJI, HEYero B TaKWe JIaJI1 3aryIsIbIBaThCs, HE PO HAC 00-
miecTBo. A ceituac Monuy. KTo erie MeHsi BKYCHOCTSIMUA HaKOp-
muT? ¥V magam J[kaHC Bce Kallli J1a OBOIIIM.

[loMHI0, KaK TeTyllKa BIIEPBbIE MPUBEIA MEHS CIOJa, U BEIb
HUYEro He U3MEHWIOCh! MasleHbKUI JOMUK, PE3HbIE OKHA, -
PEBSIHHBIE CTOJIBI B BUZIE CepIeUeK, Oelible CKaTepTH, CBEYH BMe-
CTO JIaMII.

— 9x, Hoamus, — B3apixaer Tepecus, — koraa Tel yxke nepe-
CTaHelllb )KUTh B MeuTax. Hy o uem BOT onth 3agymanach?

— O KocMuYecKoM Kopabiie, — TOBOPIO MeuTaTebHO. JInIo Te-
TYIIKHM BBITATMBAETCSl, OHA CMOTPUT IpUcTaibHO. U nouemy ee
BCEr/ia TaK HACTOpaKMBAET, Korya s1 00 9ToM 3aroBaprBaio? Cra-
patoch paccmesiTbes: — Hy 3aMyk ke MHE ¢ MOell BHEILIHOCThIO
He BbITU! A BApYT TaM, Ha 3BE3/1aX, BCE MHAYe, U MYXKUUH HE
HY’KHO BOPOBAaTbh, YTOOHI. . .

— JIus! — munut terymka. — Hy uTo Tbl roBopuiiis Takoe!

CwMmy1atocs, Hy Be/lb MpPaBAy CKa3bIBAIOT, YTO HA TPaHMIAX
MHOIa BOPYIOT MY:KYMH A0, HAalllMX-TO HA BCEX HE XBaTaerT, a
yX POOUTh MaJTbuMKa — BOOOINE cyacThe. A y HUX Bce Ha00Oo-



pOT... PaHblile s HeAOYMEHHO CIIpalBaia, IoueMy Mbl He 00b-
enrHUMCA? borarele My)X4rHBI AHO TOXE €34T K HaM ITOKYIIaTh
HEBECT, HAMBHOMY peOeHKY Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH MpUIyMasl TaKon
3aMevaTelIbHbIN, CaMblil JIydiluid Beixoa! Ternepp yxke He KakKeT-
csl, KOHEYHO.

— [ocnyiaii, Mosi Xopoltiasi, — roJIoC TETYIIKHA CHOBA JIACKOB,
HO IJ1a3a HACTOPOXKeHbI. LlesTylo MOpIIMHUCTYIO pYKY, PHKUMA-
10ch K Heil miekoit. [Ipoctu, pognas, He Oymy... YibiOaercs. —
Hoanus, noxkanyiicta, s Tebst oueHsb nporry. He xonu cMoTpeThb
Ha MPUe3]] UMIIEPaToOpa U €ro CBUTY, CIbIIIUIIIL?

— [Nouemy? — HemoymeBamo. TeTyIika yxe ropopuia 06 3Tom,
Ja 51 Kak-TO 3HAYEHMs He Mpuaaja, AyMaa, IpoCTO BOJIHYETCS.

— BooOinie HUKyaa He BBIXOIU, OMAaCHO 3TO! — BOPYMT TETYIII-
Ka, CHUMaeT MUPOKYI0 YepHYIO MUIAIMY, J0CTaeT TPyOKy, HEPB-
HBIMU JIBMKCHUSIMUA HAYMHAET yTPaMOOBBIBATh Ta0AK.

OrnsiipiBaercsi, 4ToObl YOSAUTHCS, YTO Mbl OTHU. PackypuBa-
€T HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CTapOi 32KUTJIKON — KaKETCs, U3 TeX, YTO
CTaJIY JIeNaTh C MOSIBJIEHUEM IPUILIEbIIEB.

Kny, cMoTpio Ha Hee, ynbl0aloCh, C HACIAXKIEHUEM BIpbI3a-
10Chb B COYHOE MTUPOKHOE.

— U1 BoOOIIE, — aAUT TO BOJIOCAM, CKOJIBKO s M3-3a WX
HEMPUBBIYHOTO, MEIHOTO C PHIKMHOW OTTeHKAa Haruiakasiacs! Hu
y KOTO TaKOro HeT, TOJIbKO Y MeHs1, Kak (piar MaJIbuMIlKam JApa3-
HUTBCS. .. TEM JBOUM, UTO )KMBYT HETIOJAIIEKY, 32 KOTOPHIMU BCE
JeBUYOHKU OMMKANIINX KBAPTAJIOB TOHSIOT. — XOPOIIIEHbKasI Thl,
IIymasi, a KTo AymaeT uHaue — ero 3a6otsl! [loobemaii, uto He



norvigeis! OHU ke HaBEpHSIKA 3a KEHIMHAMU e1yT, UMIIEpaTop
K€ MOJIOJIOW TaM. 3Haelllb BeJlb, HEJABHO €0 PONUTEIIS] XOPOHHU-
7. YBE3YT B UyXkKOil MUP, OBEPh CTAPOU MyAPOU TETKE, AaJIEKO
OT JIOMa J1a C YY’)KUMHU TS)KEJI0, HU 3aCTYIUTbCSI HEKOMY, HU TO-
Moub... [ToGeperuch ot rpexa rnopasbliie, JaJaHo, JamyIiKa?

Kugaio, komy 51 TaM HY>KHa-TO, a B€/Ib MHTEPECHO XOTh OJTHUM
I71a3KOM Ha MMIEPCKUN KOPTek B3IJISIHYTh, OHU K& HEOOCh Ha
CBOUX CTPAITHBIX )KUBOTHHAX OydyT, MAllIMHBI-TO Y HUX HE €3-
nat! Ho Tepecuio TpeBOXKUTDL HE XOUY.

— He paiite 6oru Tede monactbes Ha raza Cnenomy CTpaxy,
cuuTail — mponana! — 3amyruBaer Tepecusi, CTapaloch He XUXU-
KaTb. — YTO cMENIHOro? — BOPYMT.

— Tak 4TO MHE ero ria3a, eCjii OH CJIEION?

— Ox, mypouka TIyNieHbKasi, WX IJ1a3a BUIAT TIIyOxe, 4eM
TBOU, U CJIEJIbl HA HAIMX TYIIaX OCTABJISIOT, TOTOM HUYEM He
cMbITh! [la mociyinaii ke Thl MeHsl, TOCUIM, MOKa3blBaTh BE/lb
Oy/1yT, HACMOTPUIIIbCS !

Ila, sKpaHbl, U300pETEHHBIE TABHO, C TIPUXOIOM MHOILIAHET-
HBIX TEXHOJIOTMI CTaJId ¥ BOBCe 3ameyvaresibHbiMu! [lake Magam
Jl’xaHC TIoBecwuIIa OIMH TaKoM y ceOs1 B XOJUIe, CTOJIbKO MHTEpeC-
HOTO YBUJAETb MOKHO!

— I'mynenbkasi mMosi, OTTya J1axe MO3BOHUTb HEJNb3sl, BCS
CBSI3b Yepe3 MEHTABIIMKOB NpoKAThIX! [looberail, Most kpa-
capuria! beuto Ol Kyaa, 3a0pasia Obl TeOs1, 1a Be/ib OHU TIOBCIOY
pBICKaTh Oy/yT. ..

/apcaaw



Hy:xHo ObI norpormarses, 1a He ¢ keMm. Jlekcuii pa3se 4rto.

OH Haren MeHs1 HeCKOJIbKO JieT Ha3aa. Ckasall, He y3Hal cpa-
3y — 3aTO S y3HAJI ero IBeTHyI0 aypy. He To, 4T0OBI pOBHYIO U
IJIa/IKY10, HO 10 Oonblieit yactu uuctyio. [pyr nercrsa. Ere To-
ro, 6€33a00THOTO, 3pSYEro JETCTBA. ..

HacrpaunBaioch, KOHTaKT BBIXOAUT camM cOOOW. XOpoIIo, 4TO
MbI He HYXJIaeMC$l B IOCPETHNYECTBE MEHTAJIBIITUKOB. A Y JKeH-
IIVH, TOBOPSIT, €CTh CIieI1aIbHble IPUOOPBI CBSA3K — KOTOPbIE Ha
Harei ctopoHe Mupa He padotaior. [TocMoTpeTh Obl. .. Kallb, He
YBUKY.

— Hapcanp?! TebGe uTo, nenath Heuero?! — JIOHOCUTCS KEH-
CKUI CMeX, XapaKTepHble YacTble BbiaoXu. — Kak Tel Bcerga yme-
elllb Bpems Ioaouparh?!

— C 1000i#1 KOTa HU CBSIKUCDH, PUCKYeIllb, — XMBIKAIO.

— Yto X0Ten? — MoX0oXKe, OCTaHABJIMBaThCsl He cooupaetcs. U
HE HaJO.

— Vesxaiw, — roopw. — [lonporarscs.

[Tay3a.

— Ckopo Oyny, — COBCEM JIPyroil MEHTAJIbHBIN TOH.

Kugaio, 3a0biBasi, 4TO eMy MeHsI He BUJHO. MOXkeT, Toxe Ha-
BeJIaThCs Harocse 0K B 3aBenenue beccroikeit [Tanvu? [pasna,
nocyie ee «IeBOYEeK» CYTKM OTMBIBAThCs XOueTcsl. A Bedb Tyla
0COOEHHBIX OTOMPAIOT, TS TAKUX, KAK MBI.

Jlexky 3aKkpbIB 11a3a, pa3BJeKalch CBOMM OMaa — TO YCUJIMBAIO
CBEeUeHUe, TO yOupaio, MoKa He HAYMHAET Teub JIAIOHU.

/KeHnckue maru nmoj okHoM. Maer ko MHe, Mo3ToMy 3ame-



vaio cpa3y. HacropaxuBatock. Uto morno noHagooutses [la-
pacce, HeIHemHel (aBoputke nmmeparopa? Ot ee Oypo-Oar-
POBOW aypbl UCXOJUT JIMIIb ATYHOCTh C BOXKJAeNeHHeM. bynp s
muuHbIM CTpaskeM MMITepaTopa, HEMPEMEHHO MpeocTeper Obl.
Bripouem, Bo3mokHO, MBeH Toxke npenocreperan. He moero yma
JeJ10.

[daru B rasepee, Jaxe CKBO3b U30JIALUIO MPOCKAJIb3bIBAIOT
3Meu ee amouui. [Tpuxonurcs nogHAThHCA, ¢ PaBOPUTKAMU BbIC-
KX JIy4llle HE CCOPUTHCSI.

OTpBIBUCTBIH CTYK B 1Bepb. [IpUTBOpUTHCS, UTO 111, OYATO Me-
Hs HeT?

— Dp Hapcanb, s 3Ha10, 4TO ThI 371ech. OTKpbIBa! — pe3koe.
OTX0Xy K OKHY, OTITpaBJIsAIO Jiyd oMaa. CrieliMajibHO HaCTPOEH-
Has ABepb oTBOpseTcs, npomyckas Hlapaccy.

['oBOpAT, OHAa KpacuBa U yMHa. e BUXKY JIMIIIb NAyTUHY UH-
TPUT BOKPYT cOOCTBeHHOM KopbicTH. W ynoeHue ot 3toro. 3a-
nax JOPOTUX AYXOB, U3SIIHO CIUIETAIOIIUIACS C €€ COOCTBEHHBIM.
[laxHeT oHa, MokanyH, HEIUIOXO.

— Caymaiwo Bac, mpu Ilapacca.

— Tebs1 He yuniu MOBOPaYMBAThLCS K TOMY, C KEM FOBOPHIIIb ? —
YepHbIe S3bIKM HEIOBOJIbCTBA.

O06opaunBaioCch, BBITyCKAI0 OMaa M3-TI0J] BEK, HEMHOTO, TaK,
4y1oOBI OTCTYNMIA. KpacHO-KOpUYHEBBI cTpax Moj cepoil 000-
JIOYKOW. XOPOUIO JIEPKUTCS.

— CTpaxy HeT HyK/Ibl CMOTPETh Ha COOECEIHUKA, IIIPH.

— Mozxer, 3HaelIb U ¢ 9YeM s mpriuia? — mpeHeOpeKUTETbHBIN



TOH HenpuATeH. Ho monvy, kakoro eme MHe oxugars. C npen-
JIO)KEHUEM THI TTPUIILIA, OOUIIIHCS MUAJIOCTH UMIIEPATOPCKOM JIU-
mmthesa. Y CrenbiM ObITh HE HY)KHO, YTOOBI TIOHSITh.

— OTkyna MHe, HIpH.

— Jlns Te6st rocnioka. [lapcanb, st Xo4y OroBOpUTh. Y MEHSI. . .
MIPEJIOKEHHE.

— Cnymato Bac, mipu Ilapacca, — Tel MHe He rocnioxa. U yxe
HE CTaHelllb, CKOPO Y Hac MOSIBUTCA HOBasi umneparpuua. [pu-
JeTCsl IOJBUHYTHCSI U JIOBOJIbCTBOBATHCS TEM, UTO MPEAJIOKUT
Nnnapuanap, cama mOHUMAaEUIb.

[Tonnmaer. 3a TeM U npunLIa.

— Hapcanb, Wb ener 3a HEBECTOM? — CIIpalllMBaeT IPyCTHO,
roJIocy MOBeprJ1 Obl, HO YTO JIeNaTh C OPAHKEBBIMU HCKpaMU
npursopcrBa? U 310 hamumbsapHoe «nb». ..

— 3anpenieHo roBOpUTh, — OTBEYAIO.

— Hapcanb, — xonoaHo. MeHs1 TBOU IpuMachl HE BIEYATIIAT.
MoxeT, U MOAEHCTBOBAIM ObI, eciii Obl BUIEI. — S 3HAI0, 4TO
3TO TaK.

3aueM Torja crpaivBaenb?

— U 3Hato, 4TO HE cMOry Aarh umrneparopy HaciaegHuka. Ho
BO BCEM OCTAJIbHOM. .. COOMPAIOCh OCTAThCSI HA CBOUX TTO3UITHSIX.
W MHe HyKHA TBOSI IOMOILIb.

Ona Bapyr NprOIMKAeTCs, KIaJeT PyKH Ha TUICUH.

— I'oBopsr, y Crpaxeil ¢ JKeHIIMHAMU HETIPOCTO, — IIEMYeT. —
S monapio Tebe ynoBOILCTBUE, KAKOTO Thl HUKOT/IA HE UCIIBITHI-
B!



C TpyaoMm chepXuBai OMaa — elle He XBarayo, 4ToOsl y ¢a-
BOPUTKM MMIIEPATOpA HAIUIN CJIEIBI MOUX OXKOTOB. JJoOKaxu 1o-
TOM, UTO He MIpUKacajcs K Hell. Youpaio ee pyKH C Iied.

— Haneenibcst n130aBUTBCS OT MEHsI? — KaKeTcsl, BECh OMaa Bbl-
TUIECKUBAeTCsl yepe3 miasza u ryosl. OT MOero Bua ¥ TOHA OHA
OTCTYIMaeT, MO CepPOil 000JIOUKE 3MESTCsl OarpsiHble TPEITUHBI —
crpax nmpobuBaercsi. He HyxHo Obuto TeOe ciona unaru, [lapac-
ca. — [IofoxuTh uMneparopy o npejaaTeabcTse?

— Her, — ornievaTok nBUXEHUs, OTBOpauuBaeTcs. Bes cnivHa
NEpeIUIeTeHa, HA OHOTO yA3BUMOro Mecra. Hu Ha mur He pac-
cnabnsercs, Bce mpoaymana. He HpaButcst MHe 310. — [lapcaib.
Thl 3HaellIb, KaKk MIAaTKO TBOE MOJNOXEHHE. S1 MOry JaTh OTBETHI,
KOTOpBIE ThI UIlElIb. M 3a1muTy, B KOTOPOIl HYKAaeIbCsl.

CrpaHHO, HO OHA He JIKET. [IeCTBUTENIBHO, Y HEE UTO-TO €CTb.
Hammna, raguna.

Kenanve y3HaTh €/1Ba He 3aTMEBAET CIIOCOOHOCTh Pa3MBblIII-
nTh. Bepy noa KOHTPOJIb OMaa, Aaxke BEeKU MPUKPBIBAIO, HO BCE
PABHO OIIYIIAI0 PBYIIUIACS CKBO3b HUX OEJIbIiA CBET.

— 4 cam 3amuTa, — OTBEYAIO.

— Hapcanb, Tbl %€ He XOuelllb cTepeyub rpaHulibl? Ynm nortu
Ha OTKYI KEHIIIMHAM Mogana? Mory ycTpouTh, OBEPH.

— Yo Tebe Hyx)HO? — cripammBao. Bepo. [loactunka nmre-
paropa 1 He TaKOe MOXKET.

— He cabimy nourenums, apcaiis.

— Y10 BBI XOTUTE, TOCNIOKA? — WY HA YCTYIKH, C HEIPUSZHBIO
OCO3HaBas1, YTO HA JAHHBIM MOMEHT MHE C HEM HE CONEPHUAYATb.



MoxeT, eciii UCIHOIHIO MUCCHIO. . .

— Twl mOKEeH TMPOSIBUTH CMEKAJIKY B BHIOOPE HEBECTHI.

— DTO HEBO3MOKHO, rocroxa. JIlodoi Moil HeloueT pas3ris-
A4t qgpyrue Ctpaxu.

— B takom cityuae, Jlapcaiib, Thl JOJIKEH BO UTO ObI TO HU CTAJIO
crathb ee maHbIM CTpakeM. OHa OMKHA IOBEpATh Tebe, Kak 1
umrieparop. Ecnu cmoskells — s1 ckaxy, 4To jaenarb. Eciu Her,
I'PaHMIIBI BCETJa HYKAAI0TCA B NMaTpyMpoBanud. He 3a0biBaii.

— 4 nomHio0, mpu [lapacca.

Hanetoch, Tebe Henonro ocraBatbesi (PaBOPUTKON. Aypa UM-
niepaTpUIIbl JOJKHA ObITh OE3yNPEUHOM, IPYrYI0 MPOCTO HE TM0-
tepnAT. Hazgetock, el ynactcs 3atMuth 1e0s B cepaiie Unnapu-
anjpa. Hanetoch, okakerbest B 3aBeienun becctbikent [Tanmu.
['oBopsT, ObIBIIE (DABOPUTKYU TaM TIOJIB3YIOTCS CIIPOCOM. YJTbI-
6aroch, X0Th ¥ yTOnus. He ¢ TBOUM MoyokeHUEM.

[Mlapacca nepeaepruBaet JjedyaMu — JbJUHKH B aype, OChINa-
I0TCsI, PACTBOPSIIOTCSL.

— He B3pymait cocrsazarscs co MHOU, Jlapcais.

— Y0 BBI, rocrnoxa.

DTO MBI e11le TOCMOTPUM.

— ThI 3HaeMIb, YTO g rOBOPIO Npasay, lapcais.

3Hato. Yto ObI THI TAM HHM TUIENIA, HO CUHUE KJISKCHI TTPaBJIbI
BUJIHBI OTYETJIMBO. A BOT MATEH NMPEAATENbCTBA, K COXKAJICHUIO,
He 3amMeTHO. Bripouem, Torna Teds u 6e3 MeHs OTITyYun Obl.

Curnain ot Bxoga — Jlekcuii. OTKpbIBao, BOIPEKU HEAOBOJIb-
ctBy [llapaccel. ExBa ynoBuMbIi OPBIB BETpa, Cpasy Jierde JIbl-



marhk. YIua.

— Oro, Kakasi KpacoTka, — XMbIKaeT JIeKcHii, JHIb TOJIBKO
JBEPb 32 TOCTbEN 3aTBOPSIETCS.

[Hoxumarto reyamu. To, YTO MHE BUIHO, CKOpee ypOIJIMBO.
Ho Monuy, Hesb3s Tak 0 (paBOPUTKE.

— Kyna epems? — Jlekcuid 1umoxaercsl Ha AWBaH, pagykKHbE
BOJIHBI 110 aype. OH Bcerza Obl1 6e3yIepKHO BECENIBIM, UTO Obl
HU [POUCXOIUIIO.

— Mogan.

— Tak u momyman, — KuUBaerT, CTpyn OECIOKOWCTBA. — Bymb
OCTOpOXkeH. U... Ha BOT, BO3bMHU.

[TpotaruBaet 4To-TO, 4YEr0O HE MOT'Y paccMOTpeTh. [ Ipnbnmxka-
10Ch, CA)KYCh psiioM, Oepy B pyku. OIIyIbIBal0 CKOJIB3KHUI TJIa/1-
KW KITYOOK.

— MHe Henb3s1, THI e 3Haelllb, — B3[pIxato. PadoTa Takoro ma-
crepa oxpanbl, Kak Jlekcuii, fopororo crout. Ho Crpaxam num-
NIepaTopa HEJNb3s1 CKPbIBATbCS HUYEM.

— 3nao. [Ipocto Bo3pMu ¢ coboit. Bapyr nmpuromurcs. Ha-
CTpoeHa Ha Tebs1, KaK TOJIbKO MPUMEIb — Cpa3y ke 3apadoTaer.

— Cnacu6o, — roopio. MlHoraa aymaio, 4To Tako Apyr — 3TO
Jap ycoBecTHBIleics cyapObl. [Tocie Bcero, 4to cOTBOpHIIA.



IJTIABA BTOPAA

Hosaus

— JIns, Hy TBI HOelL? — HeTepneauBasg AJIMa CTy4uT B ABEPD.

[Mocnennuii pa3 Opocaio B3MISIA B 3epKAIO, TIOMPABIISIO BbI-
OUBIIYIOCS TIPSTB, TIPUTJIAXUBAIO ofekay. OTBOPSIIO, OKUTAEMO
BCTpeyYasi yIMBJIEHHbI BO3IJIAC.

— Twt vero B Oprokax? Pa3Be He 3Haellb. . .

— 3Hamw, «Opioku — pabouas ofek/1a, yBaxaroras ceOs KeH-
IIMHA HUKOT/A He OyAeT UX HOCUTb, pa3Be B CiIydae HEOOXOIU-
MOCTH. . .», — IUTUPYIO HACTABHUII.

Kpacorka AJiMa npy OJIHOM apajie, YepHbIE I71a3a MOABEC-
HBI, PECHHIIBI B TP pa3a JJTMHHEE OOBIYHOTO, IJIaThe 1o (urype,
Ty1, BOJIOCHI PACIyILEHBI M0 MJIeYaM YeTKO JO3MPOBAHHBIMU
JIOKOHAMH.

— MHe ¢ BaMu He CpaBHUTbHCS, /1a U... — 3aMOJIKAI0, MPUCITY-
IMIMBasiCh K IIeBeJIeHUsIM coBecTH. Benp obemaina xe Tepecun.
Hy s xe Tonpko m3gasieka, oqHuM riaskom! U s B Opiokax, u
BOOOIIIE. .. HY BCE € JeBOYKH UIYT, BceM ke modornbiTHO! [la-
xe manaM JIxaHc paspemma. .. [la g BOBCe Ha KpBIIy BBLUIE3Y,
CIIPSTIyCh, MHE OBbI TOJIBKO TJISTHYTh HA HAE3/THUKOB, /1a Ha UX Oyp-
BaJIell CTPAIIHBIX, J1a. .. 1a Ha CTOJIbKMX MYKYMH OJHOBPEMEHHO !

— 4 obemana Tepecun He XOAUTh, — B31IbIXal0. — [loaTOMy Ha
IUIOIIAb C BAMU HE MOy, TaK, HEMHOXKO IMPOUIYCh. .. HA TO-
POI TJISIHY.



— Kak 3Haems! — um yxke Hazmoeno mMeHs yrosapusars. 1 xo-
poILIo.

B xoe coOpanuch Bce IEBUOHKH TMOCTAPIIE, TPYIIIKAME —
KTO C KeM JIPY)KUT. Y MeHsI HUKOT/Ia He OBLIO CITUIITKOM OJTM3KHUX
MOAPYT, HO, C IPYTOil CTOPOHBI, U HE BPaKAOBAJIH.

— JleBouku, goporue Mou! — HAIyTCTBYET B MOCJIEAHUN pa3
Magam [lxanc. — Tloxanyiicta, Oynpre Onaropasymusl. [ToHu-
Malo, JJIs1 BaC 3TO JUKOBUHKA, MOCJIEAHUNA MPUE3] MYKUUH A0
K Ham B Mirap ciydusicst IeT JecsATh Ha3ajl, OX, CKOJBKO KeH-
mmH noHeco! [Tnomoponusiil 6suT Ton. UMeiite B BUILY, 5 3a-
KPOIO IJ1a3a, €CJv BAPYT 4UTO, AETU BCETrJa HY:KHBI, a MYKUYMHbBI
y Hac pegkoctb. S u cama-to poawia Cajivio rnocyie OgHoro u3
TaKUX TIPUE3JIOB. ..

Mapam [I;xaHC MedTaTesIbHO 3aKaThIBAEeT IJ1a3a.

— Xautb, He MabuHIIIKy, BoOOIIIe Oepl He 3Hasta Obl. Ho Bee
K JIUTsI, CBOE, POIHOE, O3 CTOSTHUS B OUeper 1 BBIKYIA pa3pe-
IIEHUs, KaK MPOYMM HE3aMYKHUM. [IeBOUKH, K UemMy s 3TO MO-
BTOpsiI0. PeOeHKa yX Kak-HUOYIb BHIPACTUM, a BOT OOCIIaHUA
HE B3/lyMalTe /1aBaTh, HE MOCOBETOBABIIMCH cO MHOM! [la 1 BO-
oOrie He B3ayMaiTe. MyK4YMHBI KOTJ]a YXaXUBAIOT, 3TO MTPOCTO
HerepenaBaeMoe 0J1akKeHCTBO, a OHU TaMm HaydeHbl! Ho He navite
BCKPYKUTh ceOe TOJIOBY, CUJIOBATh BaC HUKTO HE CTaHET, HO U
JIeTeld OCTABJISITh HAM OHU HE XaXIyT. Y HUX BeIb TOXKE HE BCE
rnagko. bymyt obonbiare u yroBapuBatk. Ho 1 HUKOMY He co-
BETYIO ye3kKaTb U3 Vosana! TToBepbTe, JIHIIb TONBKO OKAKYTCS
Ha CBOEH TeppUTOPUH, BCE Cpa3y ke MepeMeHHTCs, U Oyaere Tam



TOMUTbCSI IOYUILE TJIEHHHUIT!

— A nmMneparpuna? — pUCKyeT KTO-TO CIIPOCUTb.

— WmMneparpuiia, KOHeYHO, Opyroil pasroBop. Ho Bbl Jomk-
Hbl IOHUMATh, YTO IIAHC CTaTh UMIIEPATPULIEN HUUYTOKHO Ma!
Mb1 He 3HaeM, Kak OHM BBIOMPAIOT, TIOTOMY TMOBJIHATh HE MO-
&KeM. A OCTaJIbHBIE, YTO OBl HU 0OEIAIN, HEe IMITEPaTOPhI, TI03TO-
My BKJIIouanTe aymasiku! He nmosposnsire sMoLysM U TOPMOHAM
pa3Be3tu! U HU B KOeM cilydae, CIbIIINUTE — HU B KOeM! — He co-
rananTech crath skeHuHon Crernoro Crpaxa! Bnpouem, onn
PEKO BBIOMPAIOT KEHIIMH, HO ObUIM CITy4Yau, KOT/ia Moclie HUX Yy
JI€BOYEK OCTABAJIMCh CTPAILIHbIE OKOTH, U KAKOTO TaM pedeHKa —
eJie BbUIeUnThb yaBanock! BooOiie 3ab6epeMeHeTh He MOIIIH.

[Toyemy-TO TpOOUpaeT, MOPO3 MO KOXkeE, CIOBHO MpadyHOE
npenuyscTBre. [a uto co mHOM? MoxeT, npaBaa, He UATH?

— Hey:xenu ynpaBbl HUKakoW HET? — XUXMKaeT AjMa, MaJam
JlsKaHC CMOTPUT TSIKEJIBIM B3IJISII0M:

— Ectb ynipaBa, HO y BBICIINX JI€JH, 1a OHU [IOYEMY-TO He CIie-
AT YOPaBiIATbCs, 3HAYUT, U HAM HYKHO CMOTPETb Ha TeX, KTO
3HAEeT, 1 MOCTYNAaTh TaK ke. DTO eIMHCTBEHHbIN 3alIPET, HE CBSI-
3piBaiiTech co Ctpaxamu! Hy ngure yxe, KpacaBuiibl MOM, pa3-
BJIEKaITECH !

Ox, CKOJIBKO HapOIy Ha YJIMLE, U BCE TAaKOE HapsAIHOE, Ipa3[-
HryHoe! Kak gaBHO K HaM MocaHIbl ATO HE €30WIH. .. A KeH-
nMHbI-TO! Beex BO3pacToB M COCIOBUM, HY KPOME BBICIIUX Jie-
I, XOTsl, €CJIU MPUIJISIIEThCS, U UX TOHUPOBAHHbIE TPaBUKAPBI
MOXHO 3aMeTuTh. MIMIIOPTHOE CJIOBEUYKO, 3aBE3EHHOE K HaM C



JIAJIEKVX TIJIaHET.

[MomHuMaO TONOBY, pasIIsAbIBAI0 HEOO — JIeHb CErOAHSI COJI-
HEYHbIH, 1axe Paym, Halll CyTHUK, HE BUJIEH.

Jlionckre pyybM U 1iesible OTOKU CTEKAIOTCs K IJIABHOM TUIO-
maau, rae OyAeT MPOXOAUTh TOPXKECTBEHHOE IIeCTBHE, MPEkK/Ie
YeM OTIIPABUTCS B TPABUTEJILCTBEHHBIE KBAPTAJIbl, B CIIELIUAJIb-
HBII OFPOMHBIN OCOOHSIK, B KOTOPOM BCer/ia OCTaHABJIMBAIOTCS
nocjaaHHUKU Aio. Tyna mpocTtoMy Jiloly TOpOry HET.

[Touemy-TO He BepuTCs, YTO Ha BBHIOOpP MUMIIEpaTopa HEBO3-
MOKHO TOBJIASITh, HABEPHSKA JABHO YK€ BCE PELIWJIM, CTOBO-
PUJIKCh. YKPETUISIOT CO03bI, 0TOOPAJIHM KaKy0-HUOY/Ib Beiciyio,
CrielajbHO OOYYEeHHYI0 U TOATOTOBJIEHHYIO. A OCTajJbHOE —
CKa3KHM JJIs1 IPOCTBIX CMEPTHBIX.

[Ipomarock ¢ AEBUYOHKAMM y OFIHOM W3 KPUBBIX CTapUHHBIX
yjaouek. VIM He 10 MeHs1, BBITATMBAIOT I11Ied, IPUBCTAIOT HA 1IbI-
TIOYKax, keJjas Moiydlie pacCMOTPETh U TOAAJIBIIE IPOOUTHCS.

YKon TpeBorW KOJIET cepjlie, WM 3TO CHOBA COBECTH Ie-
BEJIMTCS, YTOBAPUBAIO €€, YTO Mbl HUYETO IIJIOXOTO HE JIEJIAeM,
TOJILKO BE/lb TOCMOTPET. . .

[TpoGupatoch KUBOMMCHBIMU MPOXOIHBIMU JIBOPAMU — PAHOH
3[IECh CTapblid, €lle C MPOILIOro BeKa JOMUKH OAMH K JIpYyroMy
KMYTCsI, HeOOJIBIINE, BCETO B HECKOJIBKO ITaXKel, MXOM U BUHO-
rpajioM 3apociiue. KiekouyT nTuisl, KiymoOy repecekaer Bax-
HBIM MYIIMCTBIN KOT. BlbIXaio MOJTHOM Ipy/blo, TaK XOPOIIO Ha
yauiie! YynecHsli ke JIeHb. ..

Wny nanbire, rae qoma moBbiine, 6onee coBpeMeHHble. Ha-



XO0KY 3HAKOMBII MOJbE3/] C BBIXOJOM Ha MOKApHYIO JIECTHUILY,
ONJIABIBAIOCH — HUKOT'O, Bce Ha Iutomaay. [lockopee Bie3aio Ha
KPBHIIITY, C Hee Ha CJIeYIOIIYI0, KOT/1a-To OBUIO TaK JIIOOOMBITHO —
Bce 371ech oOnaszmia. bimsko, ckopee Bcero, MOAXOIUTh HEJb3s,
TaM HaBEepHSKa Kakure-HUOyb CHalTIephl OYIyT M Mpovasi oXpa-
Ha. Haxoxy MecTeuko, ¢ KOTOpOro XOTh Kak-TO BUAHO, HACTPA-
MBAI0 OMHOKJIb, IPSYYCh 32 KMPIIUYHBIM BBICTYTIOM. JK1y.

JloJro %1y, COJIHIE AABHO NEPEBAJIUIIO 3€HUT, NIECTpasi ToJa
BHU3Y KOJIBIIIETCS, Y MEHS YK€ U HOTY 3aTE€KJIU, U KEIYAOK OT
roJyiofa cBoauT. V1 KpaMOJIbHBIE MBICIIY, & MOXET, HY €€, 9Ty ITPO-
ueccuio? Mosker, paBja Mo 3Kpa”Hy NoToM nocMotpio? Tosb-
KO JKaJleTh Bellb, HaBepHOe, Oy1y O COOCTBEHHOH JIeHH, 3TO K,
BO3MOXHO, €IMHCTBEHHBIN pa3 B ku3Hu! Korma tTam umneparop
CHOBA CMEHHUTCS WIN OBJIOBEET. ..

HaxoHen, meBeneHue, Toima KOJBILETCS, IUIBIBET, JIIOM-
CKHe BOJIHBI MEepeMelaTcs, 0003Hauasl HarpaBieHUe JBHKe-
HUSI TPOLIECCUMU.

BugHO moxo, TouKa He CIUIITKOM yIoOHas1, HY YK KaK €CTh.
BrisinpiBaioch B OMHOKJTb, MBITAIOCh TIOOOJBIIE OXBATUTH. Brie-
peau oTpsiji Ha OypBasIsiX — OrPOMHBIE POraThle KMBOTHbIE, Yep-
HBIX U OypBIX PACIIBETOK, I1eJ1asi KojloHHa. [ToToM KopTex KoJec-
HUL], 3aIIPSDKEHHBIX TEMU K€ KUBOTHBIMH, B TPU psAJla — CKOJIb-
KO Ha YJIMIAX YMECTUJIOCh. DKUIAX UMIIEpaTopa NOCEPEaUHE,
cpazy BblessieTcss 00rarcTBOM YOPaHCTBA M pa3MEPOM, Ha COJTH-
1€ IparoleHHbIMU KaMHSIMU CBEpKaeT. Briepein BEpX OTKUHYT.
Camoro npaBuTess He BUKY, TONBKO (PParMeHThl IPKOM, MOXO-



ke, YeM-TO PacIIUTON OfexIbl. HeCKOMbKO My:XYMH BOKDPYT B
OIMHaKOBOM (hopMe — 0XpaHa, HaBepHoe. [1o ctopoHam cMoTpAT,
OTACHOCTb, UTO JIA, BBIUCKUBAIOT. Y MeHS yXke Iliest OOJUT U HOTU
ycTanu BbITAruBaThes. [lopa, HaBepHoe. BeuepoM ryssiHus, HO
s Ha HUX He nounay. Tepecus 3aiTy oderana.

[locnenHuid pa3 orisablBal0 yoalsomuyecs sKkumnaxu. OnuH
U3 OXPaHHUKOB BAPYr 000paunBaeTCsi, UHCTUHKTUBHO MPSIIYCh
3a BbICTYIl. EMy MeHs1 HE 3aMEeTUTb, KOHEYHO, [1a)K€ MHE €ro B
OUHOKJIb HE pasIIsifIeTh KaK CleqyeT, HO TOYeMy-TO TeJIO CJIOB-
HO MPOIIKBAET yKacoM. BeipIxaio, CHOBa OCTOPOKHO BBITJISI/IbI-
Balo, JIa YK€ He BUTHO HMYETO, TOJILKO KPYIIbl OypaBiiei 3aJH1UX
niepeHr. to Bce Tepecus ¢ ee 3anmyruBaHusAMU BUHOBarta!

apcanwv

[ToBo3ka-epToH MMMeparopa MeAJEHHO BbE3KAET HA LIEH-
TpasibHylo TUIomaap Mmrapa, cromuusl Moeana. CTpaxku 110
KOJIbILY Ha Tu1aTopMe BOKPYT, TOJIBKO Mbl ¢ VIBeHOM 3a ciuHOM
noBenuTess. VIBeH MOTYUT, HE MPOSIBIISIET SMOLMI, BECh OMaa
ckpbul. [Touemy-TO KakeTcsi, YTO HE CIUIIKOM JOBOJIEH MOUM
obmectBom. Ero mpo6nemsr. Toxe Momuy.

Panyiock, 4TO MHE He HY)KHO NaTPyJIMPOBaTh, MOKHO IPUIITY-
HIUTh JIMIIHUE 1[BETA U HACTPOUTHCS MCKJIIOUMTEIBHO HA Omac-
HOCTb. Mos1 paboTa HauHeTCs MO3Ke, a TIOKa pedsTa OXPaHSIOT,
320[IHO ocMaTpuBas aypsl. [1e ke jydirie Bcero BHIOUpaTh, Kak
HE B Takoil Tojme. YucThle 11BeTa cpa3dy BUJHBIL. MaJjo ux.

Crosiuuii cnpaBa Mapuc BIPYr pe3KO BCKUJIBIBAET T'OJIOBY,
HEBOJIBHO CJIEKY 32 ero IBuxkeHueM. Tam, Ha Kpbllllax JOMOB, Uy-



JMTCS sIpKasi CUHSISI BCIIBIIIKA. 3aCTaBJISI0 ceOsl MePEKTIOUNThCS
Ha JII0fIed, KOTOPBIX MPOE3kKaeM, CKUMAI0 PYKOSITh Meda-oMaa.
Mpsi1 ¢ iBeHOM OTBevyaeM 3a 6e30IacHOCTh UMIIeparopa.

Ho onacHoct HeT. Pa3HOIBETHOE JTIOOOMBITCTBO, Y KOTO MC-
KpeHHee, y KOro 3JI00HOe, C TPUMEChi0 HEHABUCTH VI 3aBUCTH.
UeTkrie TMHUM BBICTABJIEHHON OXPaHbl — y JKEHIIUH 3]1eCh BCe
POIYMaHO M MpeaycMoTpeHo. CMepTesbHBIX MOOYKACHUH He
BHJIHO.

[NepecekaeMm 1u10IIab, TOJIIIA HAYMHAET peeTh. Kakoe obier-
YeHHE.

[Ipoesxaem 1erlb OXpaHHUI, KaxeTcsi, Bopota. Kakue-Hu-
OyIb KOBaHbIe, HABEPHOE — YYBCTBYIO JIMIIIb €Ba YJIOBHUMBIE
mTpuxu. Eynem eine ¢ yeTBepTh yaca, peikue MpoxXoxue jJa co-
MIPOBOKAAIOIIME B BO3AYXE MAITUHBI.

Hakoner, orpoMHbIii 0OCOOHSIK Ha Oepery peyHol 3ampy/bl —
BOJA eJie JIBMIKETCs, IMOYTH He OToOpaxasch. Bcrpeuator 0e3-
JIMKWE KEHIIVHbI C OAHOTUITHBIMUA MYTHbIMM aypamu. CiykaH-
KM, 9TO JIM. YJIbIOUMBBIE, rosioca Msirkue, Ho Crereim CTpaxam
OHU He UHTepecHbl. [[OBOAMM MMIIEpaTopa 0 JIMYHBIX MMOKO-
€B, OcMaTprBaeM Bce. ’KeHIIMHBI TOCTapairuch, 0OCTAaHOBKA 0e3-
yIpeyHa.

Wnnapuanap ocraercss OTAbIXaThb HA TOMEYEHUU CTAPIIUX
Crpaxei, U3 TeX, KTO yxe OblBaju 371ech. Hac %ke, MOJIOIbIX, Bbl-
3bIBaeT KOMaHaup, JIuit. [TpoBoauT no JoMy 1 TeppUTOpUn, 00-
pallaeT BHUMaHUE Ha BaKHBIE IETAJIU, JAa€T BO3ZMOKHOCTb OIILY-
TUTb HEBUIUMOE IMPOCTPAHCTBO, OCBOMThCS.



WBeH Toxe ¢ HaMU, Aymalo, HE TOMBITATbCS JIM 3aTOBOPUTD.
MHe Bellb UMIIEpaTPUILy OX PAHSITh, KOT/1a OSIBUTCS, 110 KpaitHen
Mepe 37IECh U B iopore. Yacto npuaercs nepecekarbes. A nmoTom,
€CJIi JOOBIOCh UECTHU CTaTh ee TMIHbIM CTpaxkeM — TO U MOJaBHO.

Ho VBen oTxomuT B Ipyroi KoHell, ¢ keM-To Oecenyer. Jlaj-
HO, ycrieercs emie. CocpenoTauyrBaloch Ha OObSICHEHUSIX KOMaH-
JMpa.

— Moxerte oTapixaTh, — OTIyCKaeT, HakoHell, JIuit. — Beue-
POM MBI Ha nipueme. 3psiure B ropojl MOMAYT, Ha Ty/sHus. Tpa-
JIALINS.

Hosausa

Tepecust OTKpbIIa OKHO, HEPBHO TepeOUT B pyKax TPyOKy, HO
JEepKUATCS — TIOMHUT, 9TO Majgam JIxaHc He JoOUT TabaqHOro
JIbIMA.

— He xonuiia Ha miiomaab ? — CHpalmBaeT, C YUCTOU COBECTHIO
Kayaro roJIOBOM:

— Her.

JIBITIAT TSIKEN0, HAYMHAET YTO-TO IIKPS0ATh HA pame.

— CTeHbl UM TOXE HE TTOMexa, KOHEUHO, HO Bce-Taku. [Tpsamoit
KOHTAaKT 3TO MPSMOUN KOHTAKT, — OOpMOYeT.

— la xomy 51 TaM HykHa! — OTMaxMBalOCh B OYEPEHON Pa3.
[ToHnmaro, BOJIHYEeTCS, HO KaK-TO CJIMILIKOM YK CHJIbHO. — Ma-
nam JIxxaHc HaoO0OpOT, TOBOPUT, TYJISTATE, TOJBKO OOCHIAHU He
IaBauTe. ..

— la y Hee camoii BeTep B rojiose, — BopuuT Tepecus. [Ipu-
Omkaroch, OOHUMAaI0, TPYCh IIeKou. Periaio cMeHUTh Temy:



— 41 BOT Bce Aymaio, — B3JbpIXal0, — 3TO Beb TaKasl PeIKOCTb,
KOTJIa JIETH OCTAIOTCSI CUPOTaMu Oe3 BCSIKOW POIHU, U HAZIO ke
ObUIO UIMEHHO MHE B TTAHCHOH TOMACTh!

HaBHsisT oOua mieBeauTCsl B TIyOMHE MYIIM, MOYeMy Tak
HecrpaBeauBo? f Belp Jake He 3Halo, Kak 3[ech OKa3ajlach —
HU poauTesielt, Hudero. Manam JlxxaHc pacckasbiBasia, OyATo rye-
TO HAIILJIM U MIPUBEJU K Hel, POJICTBEHHUKOB JIOJTO Pa3bICKUBA-
JI1 — HO a0COJIIOTHO HUYEro He MOMHI0. XOTsI MHe ObLIO JIET BO-
CEMb, JTOJIKHA OBbI.

— Bcesikoe ObiBaeT, neBouka Mosi, — Tepecusi riagutT MOpIIH-
HUCTOU PYKOU BOJIOCHL. — Y TBOUX MOJPYKEK BEJlb TOXE MO-pa3-
HOMY cJOKWIock. Huuero, Munasi, Ham Obl IEPEKUTh STOT UM-
MIepCKUI BU3WT, BCe OyIET XOPOIIIO.

— [lepexnBeM! — oTMaxuUBalOCh, HYy 4TO OHa 3aiagwia?! — A
MOXET. .. Ha ryjisiHusi? Bmecrte? — puckyio.

— Yro 11! — Mamier pykon. — He B3gymail HUKy/1a XOAUTh!

— Hy xo1b Ha 03epo MoxkHO? OHO e COBCEM B APYrou CTO-
pone!

— Hy 4t0 % Tebe He cuAUTC-TO, NTaIlIKa MOs! — B3/IbIXaeT.

— Tak onu mecsu Tyt OyayT, ecnu He Oodblie! YTo x MHe,
BOOOIIE U3 JOMa HE BHIXOIUTDH?

— Bbixoauth, KOHEUHO, — coramiaercs: Tepecusi HEOXOTHO.
CMOTpUT, CJIOBHO XOUET YTO-TO JIOOABUTH, HO JIMIITh CHOBA B3/IbI-
xaeT. — Ckopeii Obl Yk UMIIepaTpuily OObsIBUIIN.

— W 4T0? — HEe MOry MOHSITh.

— Huuero, neBouka, HU4Yero, — 3aJyMuuBo nornaxusaer. Cta-



paroch He CepaUThCs, OHA BeIb JII0Os!

/apcaaw

— Hy kak? — yJy4uB MOMEHT, IIEMYeT nosesauTess. Eie pa3
00BOXXY B3IJISJIOM HAapSITHBINA 3a71 — OTCBETHI JIAMIT MeJbTellar,
couBas Bocnpustre. CTpaXu MOCTOSIHHO BOKPYI MMIIepaTropa
TaK, YTOOBI METKM OOpPa30BBIBAJIN 3aIUTHBIE Y30pbl. CIUIIIKOM
MHOTO JIIOJIEN — KPOME JEBSITU BBICIIUX JIEAU C MYKbsIMHU, [TO-MO-
€My, BCe IIPaBUTEIILCTBEHHbIE CEMbH COOPAJTUCH, BKJIIOYAS 1aTTh-
HUX POICTBEHHUKOB. U Kakast OTpsiiniia MapoyKy JEBUIT HA BbI-
JaHbe, B HaJIeK1e, 4YTO NpunisiHyTcs Ninapuanapy.

— Huuero, — orBevaro. Jlaxke O;1M3K0 HET, MyTHBIE aypbl B TPSI3-
HBIX Pa3BOjlax, ATYHOCTb, KOPBICTb, BOkAeeHue. CTpax, HaJeK-
Ja, pa3apaxeHue.

— A 9-TO MeuTaJ, BCe OKaXeTCs MPOCTO, — IOCMENBAETCS UM-
neparop. Kak 00bIYHO, He BUXKY €ro, JIMIIh CMa3aHHBIC OTIICYaT-
KM JIBUKEHUN — JIETKU KUBOK, TPU3bIBAIOIINI UCKATh JIaJIbIIIE.
CoMHeBaIoCh, YTO MbI 3[IECh CMOXEM HAWTU UMIIepaTpuIly. 3aB-
Tpa CTpau pa3ouIyTcs Mo ropoy B MOMCKaX KAaHIUAATOK, MO-
TOM CHelMaJIbHAsI OXPaHa U3 3PSIYMX OPraHU3yeT BCTpeuu. A yik
rocyie Mosi paboTa — OKOHYATENILHBIN BBIOOD.

Ky, korma 6ecrionie3Hblil pueM, HakoHell, OKOHUuTcs. Ho
9TO JIsl MEHsI OeCIONIE3HBIN, & UMITIEPATOP U COBETHUKH 3aHSITHI
pEIIIEHUEM COMYTCTBYIOIIMX BOMPOCOB — TOProBJIsl, MOTPaHUY-
HBIE IPSI3TH U IIPOUKE IPOOIeMbl, OOBIYHO pelliaeMble MapiiaMeH-
TapusMH Ha HEUTpaJbHBIX TeppuTOpUsx. Bee 310 obnekaeTcs B
CBETCKHME TOJyTOHA W YCIIOBHOCTH, a Wnapuannp, Mexnay jae-



JIOM, yCIeBaeT elle U Mapy JeCSATKOB TaHIIeB CTaHIeBaTh. Kax-
JbIM pa3 ¢ Apyrou aeBymkou. ITonuruka.

Hawm paccnabnsitbcsi HeNb3s1, TOCTOSIHHO OTCJIeKMBAEM OT1ac-
HOCTb. 3aTO K KOHI[y BeUepa y:Ke pa3jinyaio MOUTH KaxI0ro U3
MPUIJIANIEHHBIX W 00CTYKUBAIOIIHX 110 aype, COOTHOIIY C IOJIO-
coM. PeOsita mocTaBmIM METKM Ha MYKUMHAX — 371eCh UX €lBa
71 Oosiblie, YyeM JaHeM B tofre. [loutu y Kax1oii ien eCTb MyXK
— MyXa UMETh MPECTUKHO, HEB3MPAs Ha TO, YTO HECKOJILKO pa3
B TOJly MYKUMHBI JIOJKHBI OTPa0aThiBaTh, OIUIONOTBOPATH KEH-
IIUH [0 KaKOMY-TO OY€Hb CJIOKHOMY CIIUCKY C Ky4eH pa3peliie-
Huit. B VoBaHe TOKe IIOXO ¢ POKIAEMOCTBIO.

3anoMuHal MpeTeHIeHTOK, YTOObI MOBTOPHO HE paccMarpu-
BaTh, BIPOYEM, UMIIEPATOP U CAM Y:Ke MOHSLIT — 3[IECh HaM JeJIaTh
HEYero.

Haneko 3a moysiHOYb, noj cBer Payma npoBoxkaem Winapu-
a”jipa B OCOOHSIK.

— A mocneqHsisi HU4ero, XOpouleHbKasi, — IIeMYeT ¢ HaJex-
jou. — CoBcem He oaxonuT?

— Her, Mol noBeJuTe b, — OTBEYAIO C COKAJIEHUEM.

— Hy 4r0 3a jeHIMHBI y HUX TYT, — BOPYMT. Y Hac pa3Be Jiyy-
me? Momuy. Tel 661 Ha cBoto [Ilapaccy B3rsHYT MOMMU T71a3a-
MHU.

JloBoauM 10 MOKOEB, y ABepH croAT apyrue Ctpaxu. Hac or-
IYCKAIOT OTAbIXaTh, TONBKO MIBeH ocTaercs. A MHe 3aBTpa LeJIbli
JIeHb padoTaTh.

Nny B BBIACTEHHYIO KOMHATY, HAlIW MPEAIIECTBEHHUKH B



CBOE BpeMsI HEeTlJIOXO MopaboTaiu, Bce 00yCTPOEHO MMEHHO Tak,
Kak HyxkHO. [Ipu ToM, uTO 32 TanHbl CTpaken Mbl CIIOKOWHBI:
HUKTO B MHpe UX He 3HaeT. [laxe ummneparop.

He ycrmeBaio crerka paccnabuTbesl, Kak pasfaercsl JIeTKUn
CTYK B /iBepb. [Ipuxoautcsi NOnHATbCS, OTBOPUTH. KEHCKYIO ay-
Py HU C YEM HE CIyTaTh.

— Op Hapcanb? — IPOU3HOCUT FOPTAaHHO, CTOPOHIOCH CIIETKa,
9TOOBI 3aIlla.

CrtpaHHO, HU OOBIYHOTO OTBPAILIEHMSI, HM CTpaxa, 4To 4acTo
UCIIBITHIBAIOT XEHIWHBI IPH BHJIe HaC. OCOOEHHO HENTPUBBIYHbIC
KEHITMHBI VoBaHa. 3akphIBaio 3a Heil, Ky.

— 4 Xenbra, — npeacrapiseTcs, NpUIOMUHAIO, BUIEN HA TIpUe-
Me. Kakasi-To fanbHsisi BETBb MJIAIIIUX [IPABUTEIbCTBEHHBIX CeE-
meit. Huuero ocodennoro. — [lomymasna, BO3MOXKHO, BaM 3aX0-
4yercsl CKOpoTaTh Beuep?

YuureiBasi, YTO 3Ha€T MOE UM U KOMHATY, BUIMMO, 32 Hee
«nogyman». [IpoBogUT masibllaMu N0 pyKe, MOTHUMAETCs K
wiedy. CuHee JOOOIBITCTBO, JIETKOE KPAaCHOBAaTOE BO30OYXKIe-
Hue. A, Paym ¢ HuM, nouemy Obl He paccnadbutbes!

— 3axouercs, — Coralanch, IPUAEPKHUBAI0 OMAa.

Kaxercs, cmorpur B miasza. Ilogaumaro pyky, poBeECTH IO
JIVIITY, TIPOYMTATh U3TMOBI, COCTABUTh MOpTpeT. MHaue Benb HU-
KaK He YBUKY €€ YepT.

[TpukocHOBeHUE OOXUTaeT — He CUIIbHO, Tak, 4TOObI OMaa
JOTPOHYJICs, 0OTEK, JIydllie moMor B Bocrpusitii. Ho neByiika
B3/[parvBaeT, BCKPUKUBAET, B3pbIB YEPHOIo cTpaxa. JIeMoH, 1o-



XOKe, ee ueM-To ornovyn. Mnu cama [1st XpaOpocTH.

Yo6upaio pyKy, OTBOPAYMBAIOCh.

— VX011, — roBOpIO IIIyX0, YCMUPSS B3bSPUBIIUICS OMaa.

— Op Hapcaib. ..

— Vxomu!

Hosausa

Tpu n1Hs npocuaena 1oma, ¢ TOCKOM IJIsiisi TO B OKHO, TO Ha
sKpaH. Mimneparopa He MOKa3bIBAIOT, TOJILKO COBCEM M3JAJIEKa:
BPOJIE KaKKe-TO 3aMPEThl Y HUX, U3 COOOpakeHUi Oe30MacHOCTH,
72 ¥ BOOOIIIe 3aCHATH HeJb3s1, KOraa OH B OKpyxkeHnu CTpaxei.
Kaapsl 3acBeunBaloTCsl, UL MATHA HESICHBIE.

JleBouKM, MOHaYa1y BOOLYIIEBIEHHbIE, IPUXOAAT IOMOM Cep-
JMTBIE U OOVKEHHBIE: CIIUIIIKOM MaJIO MY>KYUH MTPUEXAIO, CIIHIII-
KOM MHOT'O JKEJIAIOIIHX.

Ha deTBepThiii eHb pa3pa3wiicsl CKaHAAJ, MOIHSIB C KPOBAaTH
HU CBET, HU 3apsl.

— 4l BaM uTO ropopuiia! — rpomMbIxaeT CHU3y Majgam JxaHc. —
Henb3s HUKOMY HUYEro oOemarh, y HUX MevaTy CrieliuaibHble,
KaK TOJIBKO JIOTOBOP CKperuieH — He HapymuTh! Jlo xBopel u
CTpAITHBIX HECYACTUI JOXOIUT!

— 4 He ckperuisia, — IIAYET KTO-TO U3 AeBovyek, Cupma Ka-
xercsi. — OH pUKOCHYJICS 1 oOxer!

BeirsigpiBaio B KOpUI0p, HATHIKAIOCh HA ATIMY.

— YT0 Tam? — cripalvsap.

— Jla TyT 1o paiioHy BuYepa Kto-1o u3 Crnensix KpyTuics, Cup-
Ma TAe-TO YCJbIIAJa, MOJ, OHU MMIEPATPUIly MOMOTalOT BbI-



Opatb, BOT U peliuia eMy OHPAaBUThCA. .. Ja MajaaM [[xaHc Bo-
BpEMs MPeceKIa.

— Crernbie BBIOEPYT, ara, — XUuXukaio. — A Thl Kak?

— Waem Ha sk, — npejjiaraeT TOCKJIMBO.

Pa3znymbiBaio napy MrHOBEHHIA, COIJIAILIAOCh:

— Iomum.

CKOJIBKO X MOXHO AoMa cuaeTh? A AJiMe, ITOXOXe, IIOTOBO-
PUTb XOUETCS.

CoOupaemcst HACKOpO, ceiuac KaHUKYJIBI [0 CITy4alo MIIepa-
TOPCKOTO TpUe3/ia, TIOTOM CHOBA y4eOou 3arpyssr.

BHauzy yxke nomHoe npumupenue, Cupma pbiaeT Ha OOIIHp-
HOU rpyau Magam J[kaHC, Ta ee MOIJIaKMBAaeT U YCIIOKaWBaeT,
OpocaeT Ha HaC OBICTPBIN B3IJIS/I.

— M&i Ha 03epo! — coobmaer Anma.

— Tam Bbl My:KYMH BPsiJ JId HAUAETE, — IPEIYNPEeRIaeT Magam
JlxaHc.

— U k nyumemy, — yabpi0atoch.

— Jla ux BOOOIIIe HUT/IE HE HAMIEIITh, — CEPIUTO OTBEYaeT AJl-
Ma. — ToJIbKO 3HATHBIM U AOCTAHETCSI, & Mbl KOMY HYKHBI.

— OTnoxHuTe, MOM KOTATKM, — coriamaercs Magam JlxaHc,
BO3Bpallasich K BpazymyieHUusIM CUpPMBI.

— Tebe 4TO, COBCEM HE MHTEPECHO, HE XOUETCS CUACThS T0-
MBITaTh? — B3/IbIXaeT AJIMa, KOTJja BBIXOMM 3a JIBEPb.

— Xouertcs, — noxumaio redamu. — Ho s Tepecun oberaa.
Hau... oHu Beb NOTOM YenyT. A BAPYT IOHpaBUTCSA KTO? Beno-
MUHaH, EPEKUBAN. . .



— A 5 ObI TOEXaJIa C HUM, — MEUTaTeJIbHO IPOM3HOCUT AJIMa.

— C kem? — HEJOYMEBAIO.

— Hy... ¢ kem-Hu6yap. Cama paccyau, 4to TYT JejiaTh, YTO
TYT CBETUT? A OHM Bellb CBUTA UMIIEPATOPA, Y HUX HABEPHsKA
TaM ¥ OOraTrCTBO, 1 IOJ0KEHHE. .. He moHnmaro, 4to Takoro-to?
CreniMasibHO Tak TOBOPSIT, YTOOBI MBI JIETEH OTCIO[A HE YBO3WIIH,
TaM He POXKaju, a O HAC HUKTO He JymMaer!

— HagepHoe, — ee cj0Ba 3apoXk/1al0T COMHEHUSI, BCIIBIXMBA-
€T MOYTH yTUXIIIee KeJJaHUe XOTh KPACIIKOM IJla3a B3IJISHYTh, a
BAPYT KTO-HUOYIb U B MEHS BIIOOUTCS?

3abupaemMcsi ¢ AMON B MYCTBIHHBIN YTOJIOK, U3TIOOEHHOE
MECTEUKO, OKpYKeHHOe KycTamu. HeOoJbIloil OCTPOBOK TpH-
OpeXXHOTO IecKa, YMCTast BOIHAs I71a b, TAPKOBbBIE OECEIKH C TOM
cTOpoHBI. borarsie Bce 1o 6eperaM peKu CesiTCsI, TaM ke ¥ 0CO0-
HSIK JIS1 UIMIIEPATOpa, a K HaM CIoJia ¥ He 3ariIsIIbIBAIOT, TYT MapK
JUIS1 TIPOCTBIX M HE3aMYKHUX.

CeropHst BoOOIIIe TyCTO, BCE HA TUIOIIAIH, Kapay/sT opuiu-
aJbHBIE BBIXOJBI UMIIEpaToOpa Aa cyaadar O HeO(UIIUATIbHBIX —
MOJ1, TIepeoieBaeTCs U B Tosre OpoauT. ToIbKO He BEPUTCS UTO-
TO.

Kynaemcs, mnememcs, cmeemcsi — HO AJiMa BCE paBHO ITOCTO-
SIHHO TPYCTUT U O Y€M-TO 33 yMbIBA€TCSI.

— Jla nagHO Tebe! — MBITAI0Ch YCTIOKOUTD.

— 51 BOT Bce pa3sMbIIUISIO. .. YEAYT, a 51 TaK W MPOITYIIly CBOU
HIaHC TYT ¢ ToOoi. Her, styuinie Bce-Taku Ha mUIomap nommy!

— Kak xouems! — orBeyaro.



— Tol co MHOI?

— He 3naro. .. Het, HaBepHOe. He sxenato ObITh OHON U3 MHO-
TUX.

— Yo 3T0? — HEPBHO OIJIsAAbIBAETCS AJIMa B CTOPOHY KYCTOB.
OtTyna Bpoze Jierkuid opox JIOHeccsl, CMOTpIo Tyaa xe. — [lo-
Ka3aJI0Ch. .. cibliana’?

— [Tuna? — npennonaraio, BrisabiBaock. Ha cepriie Hexopo-
IO TSIHET, XOJIOAIOK IO CHMHE, Iydy OT cTpaxa: — Bce xzerib,
YTO KTO-HUOY/Ib U3 MYKYHH 32 TOOOU MPUOEKUT?

— la "y Tebs1! — 3mutcs, nogHuMaetcs. — 51 Tebe Kak moapyre
pacckasbiBalo, a Thl 3yOOCKAITHIIIH!

— 51 xe He B 00Uy, — MBITAIOCh YABIOHYThCS, HO AJIMa ofieBa-
ercs1, cooupaetcs obicTpo. CTpaHHO, BPOIE APYKHO KUIH, & TYT
BCE HEpPBHBIE, 311AATCS, pyraiorcs. [louemy Tak?

Anma yxomut, 6ypKHYB 4TO-TO Ha TIPOIIaHUE, 32 AEPEBbIMU
JI0JITO MeJIbKaeT necTpsbiii capacdan. Eiie pa3 BHUMAaTeIbHO OIJisi-
JBIBAIOCh, HO BOKPYT THXO W MYCTO, HUKOro. [IpurpeBaiocs Ha
COJIHIIE, CyITy KyMaJIbHBIA KOCTIOM, JKaJIb KHUKKY He B3sj1a T0-
yuTath. BOT cloga u Oymy XOmuTh, 3/1eCh TaK CIIOKOMHO, BCE JTyY-
111e, YeM B YEThIpeX CTEeHaX.



I'JIABA TPETbA

apcaav

— Kak ona te6e, lapcannb?

Nmriepatop OTOABUTaeT BETKY, HO MHE HE HYKHO MpPUCMAT-
pUBATHCS. DTOT IPKUU CUHUI CBET Pa3IMBAETCS TaK JIaJIEKO BO-
KpYT, 3allOJTHAET BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO, IMOUTH TPUMHUPSIET C HEOO-
XOIMMOCTBIO TIOCTOSTHHO Pa3JIsiIbIBATh ATYHBbIC U [JIYIIbIE SI3bI-
KM, CKOJIb3SIIIIME B aypax MyCThIX AeBUL. Jlerkuii, 4eTkum y3op,
YeM-TO MOXOXKHIA Ha METKY, J1a BE/Ib Y JKEHIITUH METOK He ObIBaeT.
[TouTy HEBUIMMBIiA, HO 10 TOTO TTPABWJIbHBIA M TAPMOHUYHBIM. . .

EnBa Mapuc cea3aics, nepena, 4ro, HaKOHELl, HalleJl Ty, KO-
TOPYIO IPUMETHII E1IIE€ B TIEPBBIN JIEHb, OTPSIJI 3PSAYMX HATIPABUII-
cs1 Ha no3uiu. Ho BBINIUIO BCe ropasnio Mpole: JAeBYyIIKa OHA
B MapkKe, rjie HUKTO He KJET NosiBjieHus: nMrepartopa. Hac cpa-
3y BbI3BaIU, Mmapuanap ¢ HEOXOTON OTJIOXKWI TEKyIIUe Jena,
npoBopUai HeuTo Bpoae «Kto Obl MOT MOgyMaTh, YTO U Y HUX
TYT C BLIOOPOM HErycTO...».

JleiCTBUTENIbHO, 1EJbIA OTPSJl Pa3bICKUBAET MOAXOMSIIUX
MPETeHACHTOK, YTOObI MBI C UMIIEpPATOPOM H3/1ajIeKa, TAHKOM Ha
HUX B3[JISIHYJIM, C MHBIMU TIOOJIFIKE TTO3HAKOMIUTUCE. To U fierto
C MEeCTa CPBIBAIOT — HEOOXOIMMO HE3aMETHO BITUCATHLCS B UYXKYIO
KU3Hb U HUKOTO HE HACTOPOKUTb.

[Ipuxonurcs ciymarh OIHOTUITHBIE Pa3rOBOPBI, CMOTPETH pe-
aKIUM, TTPOTHO3MPOBATh BEPOSITHOCTH W HE TO3BOJIATH cebe



omOok. Oco3HaHMe BaKHOCTU BO3JIOKEHHOW MUCCHH MPHUIAET
CHJI, TIOMOTaeT KOHIIEHTPUPOBAThCS M paboTaTh OUTH O€3 repe-
pbIBa, COMOCTABJISIS OTIIEYATKY U [IBETOBbIE TAMMBbI, TOCTENIEHHO
oTceuBasl HEMOAXOSIIMX, CHOBA M CHOBA ITPOBEPsIsS OCTABILIMX-
col.

Kaxercs, MoI4y 0JIBIIE MTOJIOKEHHOTO, UMIIEpAToOp HETepIe-
JIMBO BOJIUT HOTOM IO CTapbIM CYXHUM JIMCTBSIM.

— OHa npekpacHa, MOM TOBEJIUTEIb.

— Ilpekpacna? Iloboiics rHeBa npeakos, [lapcanb, mocien-
HsAS NIPUCITYKHMLIA B MOEM ABopLe Kpacusee. [locnenHsas numo-
xa beccrprken ITanmu.

— Ona 6e3ynpeyHa, Moii oBenuTesb. Ee aypa npekpacHa.

— V Hee 3enensle raza, apcanb. Tonkuit Hoc. bremnas,
CJIOBHO Y HOYHOM Mapsl, Koxa. Thl pa3Be He Buanib, lapcain?

3penue Crnenbix CTpaxeil HUKOrga He ObUIO TPEAMETOM IIYy-
Tok. Ho Ham nmmieparop enie CiIMIIKOM MOJOA. A 51 — CbIH U3-
MeHHuKa. [Toatomy orBevaro:

— He Buxy, Mou nosesurens. I BUKYy, 4TO €€ aypa NOAXOIUT
BaM.

3esneHblil — KpacuBbld LBET. JKab, He yBUETh MHE 9THX IJ1a3.
3eJieHb MPUCYITA YUCTOTE MOMBICIOB. TONBKO y JeTelt ObIBAIOT
SICHBIC YMCTBIE 1IBETA OMAa.

Jlerkue orOnecku TOHKOro cuiaysta. OHa 4TO, B OpioKax?
Menubiii Ouk Ha BeTpy. EnBa yiaoBuMBIN 1telid 1BeTOYHON
cBexkectd. OHa npekpacHa. JlocToriHass UMIIEpATPULIA.

CmMoTpio 3amomMuHast, YTOOBl CMOT TIOTOM HaWlTH, Tjie Obl HU



Haxoauiack. Eciu umnepaTrop oTkaxeTrcsi, BO3MOXKHO, MOMPOLLY
ero MIJIOCTH U caM ee Kyrumo. [Tpasa, skeHIuHsI Floana modTu
HUKOT/Ia HE COMIAIAIOTCS XKUTh C Hamu, co CTpaxkamu.

— Xopomo. Habmonaii, — rmpukasbiBaeT UMIIEPATOpP, BBIXO-
JUT U3 HAILIEro YKPbITUS. [leByllIKa YyTh CIBIIIHO BCKPUKUBAET,
BCcKakuBaeT. Crenoe nsaTHo, HatoxkeHHoe Crenbiv CTpakem, He
MO3BOJISIET HUKOMY BUAETh U CJIbIIIATH TE€X, KTO MOJ HUM HaXO-
JUTCS.

Hosaus

Ox, Kak *e HEOXXUJAHHO MOosiBUJICS! Bpojie TOMBKO 4TO HU-
KOTO He OBUIO, s OJTHA JII0OOBAIACH 03€POM, MPSYacCh B TEHH OT
SIPKUX JIy4el, U BAPYT ... Bpocato B3risaa ykpaakou, Bce ke pej-
KOCTb, OCOOEHHO [IJIsl BOCIIMTAHHUI HAIIEr0 MaHCHOHA, BUJIETh
Tak OJM3KO MyKuMHY. [la ele Takoro KpacuBoro, HapsiAHO Ofie-
TOrO... Heyxeau u3 npuesdkux? Ox, Aima, Thl 32 CBOMM LIaH-
COM Ha IUJI0IIa 1k MoOeKana, a OH-TO Be/lb IJle YTOIHO HAMJIET, He
COPSYEIIbCS. . .

Cepltie HAYMHAET HEPBHO MOCTYKUBATh, HOTY TOTOBBI O€XaTh,
HO MOYEMY-TO COBCEM He MOCyIIHble. ONIAIBIBAIOCH 3aUEM-TO
— HHMKOTO.

— Iloyemy Takasi KpacaBUIla CKY4aeT B OJIMHOYECTBE?

A ronoc! A B3rag!

— Hy BbI TO4HO 13 npuesxux! — cmerock. — I1o mecTHbIM Mep-
KaM $ He KpacaBulla — HU KOXel, HU I71a3aMU He BbIILIA.

— Ilo HammMm — camasi-camasi, — yBepsieT He3HaKOMell, 3aCTaB-
JIsIsI EKU TOJIBITIEHHO PO30BeTh. — S AJiekp, OyaeM 3HaKOMbI?



— Hoanusd, — raro.

Ecnmu Ob1 1 MeuTanma 0 BcTpede ¢ MYKYMHOW, TO, HABEpHOE,
uMeHHo o Takoi! Hy mpocrto kak B ckaske! [laxke He BepuTcs. ..

— Kakoe ums! — Bocxuinaercs.

Pasrispiato TaiikoM. M uto B HUX Takoro crpaiHoro? Oyva-
poBartesnieH ke! SIMOYKHM Ha IIeKax, TEMHO-CEpbIe I71a3a — pej-
KocTh JuIsl VloBaHa, y Hac Bce Gonblle yepHOrIaspie. M 3amax,
TOHKHIA, YTO-TO OyIopaKkaliuii B ayie. .. MyKCKOM.

— MHe nopa, — NoAXBaThIBAIOCh, YTal0Ch, CEPALIE KOJIOTUTCS.
He 3Hao, 4TO AeaTh, Kak ObITh, M OOSI3HO, U HHTEPECHO, CJIOBHO
B Oe3/IHy IPOBATUBAIOCh.

— Kyna e BbI? — ocTaHaBiMBaeT AJIEKp, Cllerka KOCHYBIIKCh.
Koxa roput ot NpruKOCHOBEHUSI, ONTYIIAI0 CeO0s1 COBCEM TITYTION.
Jlaxe He mpenonaraia, Yto OOIEeHNe C HUMHU TaK. .. BOJHYIOIIE.

— 41 He nNOMKHA 3]IeCh HAXOAUThCS... — Oopmouy, Tepecuto
BCIIOMUHAIO.

— MoxHO TTpOBOJUTH Bac?

Ox, Kak *e 3T0 HENPUBBIYHO, NepexuBaresibHo! Mens! I1po-
Bogut! Takou kpacussiii! Kak ero BooOine ciofa 3aHecio?!

Kaxercs, BCIyxX HEI0yMeBalo, a OH CMEETCsl TaK CBETIO, UC-
KPEHHe:

— Ila BOT, CiTy4aiiHO 3a0pelt, — TOBOPUT.

— A BBI... 993... U3 CBUTHI UMIIEpaTopa? — CIpaIiuBai, BAPYT
CTaHOBSICb KOCHOSI3bIUHOU.

AJeKp KMBaeT, Kak-TO HE3aMETHO MPUCTPaMBAETCsl PSIIOM,
HAUMHAET paccKasblBaTh O MOE3AKe, pacchpammBarh. W Tak



YBJIEYEHHO CJIYIIAeT — 3a4€M-TO BBIKJIAJbIBAI0 €My U O MajJaM
Ixanc, u o Tepecuu, ¥, KOHEYHO, O CBOEW 3aBETHOM MeEUTE —
NoKaTaThcs Ha MamHe. Mnmu naxe Ha kopaoie!

Kaxercs, 4yTh JI1 HE BIEPBbIE B JKU3HU PAAOM YEJIOBEK, KO-
TOPbII1 HE OCYk/Ia€T MOU MOPBIBbI U CIIOBHO TOHUMAET !

Y noporu crioxBaThiBaloCh, pooero.

— Tak s noiiay, — roBOpI0 HECMEJIO.

— Korpa eme yBuaumcsa? — yspiOaercst jy4e3apHO, U 3TU
SMOYKH. .. Mosxer, 3ps1 Tepecust doutcsi? MoxkeT, He TaK U yKac-
HO y HUX Tam?

— MeHs BpsiJl 71 BBITTYCTSAT. .. — 00pMOUY, BCE ke MYy>KUMHAMHU
Ao yacto Hac B ietcTBe nmyraiau. Mo, OyzeTe 110xo ceOst BeCTu
— 3a0epyT B KEHBI.

Ox, Kak e OH Ha MEHsI CMOTPHUT, BCE KOJIOTUTCSI BHYTpPH, Oe-
peT pyKy, MOJHOCHUT K rydam, IpsAMoO Kak BhicIen siemu. .. [Ipo-
Ial0ch COMBYMBO, CIENly JOMOM, OIJIsbIBaloCh 3aueM-To. He
3HAI0, XOUY JIM, YTOOBI 32 MHOH TIOIIIEIN, W He X0uy... M cTpari-
HO, U CJIAJIKO TaK BHYTpH. ..

Zapcaaw

— A ona Huuero, Jlapcaiib, — XMbIKaeT MOBEJIUTENb, Koraa Oec-
IIYMHO NMPUOIMKAIOCh c3a11. — HeomnbITHA CIIMIITKOM, HO 9TO HaM
Ha PYyKY, Jerde Oyzer jenuth. Tak 4To ckaxkeln, oepem?

— OHa noaxoAuT BaM, MO TIOBEJIUTEb.

— Veneguinn?

— KoHeuHo, MOV TTOBEJIUTEND.

— Bantusa noayuuT, MOXET, €llle U HEIJIOXYI0 UMIIEpaTpULly



MOJIyYUM. YCTPOUM KOHTPOJIbHYIO BCTpedy, HY:KHO OyJeT Bac
no3HakomMuTh. Hazeiock, oHa XOTh B OOMOPOK OT TebsI He TPOX-
HETCS.

Wnnapuanap nocMenBaetcsi, JOBOIbHBIN COOCTBEHHOU IIIYT-
KOH, J1a ¥ BCTpeuen, MoXoxke. A MHE ero cjioBa HETIPUSATHO Y-
KaloT T10 Cep/Illy, HaBEPHOE, B IITyOWHE AYIIN HA/IEsJICS, YTO OHA
emy He nofoiet. Oco3Haro: Torna, Ckopee BCero, HUKOrjaa 0oib-
1ie ee He yBuje Obl. M Bce paBHO.

[NosIBSIIOTCS] OXPAHHUKH, HE3PUMO CJIE/IMBIIME 32 POTYJIKON
CBOEro TOCIOAMHA, & CKOJIBKO OCTAaeTCsl CIEAUTh — JIa)kKe MHE
HEMPOCTO COCYUTATh, XOTSI 3HAIO KaXJIOTO.

— CBobonubl, [apcaitb, — pagyer noBeauTellb, XJI0naeT pyKoi
no 1iedy. EQMHCTBEHHBIN, OT KOTO MOTY CTepIeTh MOJOOHBIN
xect. Yibidatock. Hanetock, Moeit cirysx060ii oBOJbHBL. — Beg, ce-
rofHs OoJbllie HUKakuX ummeparpuil! CeromHst TOJBKO YCITyX-
JIMBbIE U BceMy oOyueHHble ciy:kaHku! Tbl Toxke otnoxuu, Hap-
canb. M ocTasipHBIX OT30BM MOKA.

— C ynoBOJIBCTBHEM, MOU TOCHOAMH, — CKJIOHSIO T'OJIOBY I10
TrKeTy. Vnnapuanap uaer BOepes, clerka OTCTai, OXHIAL.
Eciu ornsiHeTcsl — 3TO 3HAaK JIOTHATh, €C/IU K€ HET — YUTH U He
MelllaTh Moj1 Horamu. BcMaTprBaioch B cliefibl €ro aypbl, KOTOPOH
MHE IO-IIpeKHEMY HEe BUAHO. BenymmBaiocs B maru. Hukakoro
OTroJIoCKa IBWXeHHUs. Bce Oosbllie OTCTato, 1MoKa, HAaKOHell, He
OKa3bIBAOCh COBCEM OJIMH.

CesasbiBatoch co CTpaxamMu, 3aHATBIMUA [MOMCKaMU, TIEPEAI0
MpUKa3 UMIepaTopa NpuocTaHoBUTh. [lo-mMoemy, 3a 3Tu IHU 5



MEHTAJILHO O0INAJICS C HUMU OOJIBIIIE, YeM 3 MPEIbIIYIIIE TOJIbI
CITyKOBI.

OrnsapiBaloCh, TOPO COBCEM MHOM, HE MOXO0X Ha Hamu. Ta-
KOe 0OWJIMe KEHCKUX ayp, )KEHCKHMX 3araxoB, MPUBJIEKAIOT, Oy-
nopaxar. Bo3aMoxHO, cpeiu HUX HalAeTcsi XOTh KTO-HUOY/b, He
CUMTAIOIINNA HAC OTBPATUTEIbHBIMU MOHCTpamMu ?

[IpukpeiBalo r1a3a, HAXOXKy Ty €IMHCTBEHHYIO, HU Ha KOTO He
noxoxyio. Herpou3BosibHO M1y B €€ HarpaBJIEHUH, TOJIbKO YCIie-
Bal0 CJIeIUTh 3a OE30MacHOM JOPOKKOM J1a 3amMeuarb, Kak IIa-
paxaiTcs MPOXOKHue, NPEeANoYnTas IEPEXOAUTh Ha IPYTHUe CTO-
ponsl ynuil. [To-moemy, pazaensio Boctopr Hoanmuu — MaimHbl
HEBEpOSITHBI. YeTKoe, jkapKoe eCTeCTBO, TAKUE TOYHbIE KOHTYPbI
1 B3aumozencTBus. CoBepllieHHbIE IBUTaTe !,

[TpoxoXy MHUMO OrOpOKEHHOTO 3/IaHWS C OOJIBIIIAM TTAPKOM
BOKPYT, TPUCMATPUBAIOCh K CUHEW aype. YAUBUTENILHO. SICHBIN,
YUCTBIN, CUJTbHBIN cBeT. Hukoraa noxoxyio He BcTpeyal. Tenepnb
9TO MOSI OTBETCTBEHHOCTb.

PaccMatpuBaio, moka He BCIIOMUHAIO, UTO s e cBoOoeH. [1o-
Ka emie cBOOOIeH. MOXHO OTIOXHYTh BIIEPBbIC 32 MOCJICIHHE
qau. C coxkalleHneM CMOTPIO Ha KOHTYPHI 3[aHHs, aOCOIOTHO
MpOHUIIAeMble 1Sl MOEro B3rsga. Yxoxy. [Touemy-To Menbka-
10T KapTUHBI U3 IETCTBA.

— He 3akpuisaii 2naza, [lapcanv. Bnycmu 6 ceos ceem. Cmom-
PU Ha Hezo U 3a Hezo!

— boavro! — kpuuy, payco domsHymvbCsi 00 AUUA CKOBAHHBLIMU
pyKamu.



— Tot o1ce myorcuuna. Tepnu. bonw npoiidem, npudem cuaa.

Kaxoii uouom npuoyman nazvieamv myxcuuroii oecsmunem-
Hezo nayana. K mame xouy... eeprume mensi domoii!

YT0-TO HACTOPAKUBAET, BHIHBIPUBAIO U3 OECMOJIE3HBIX BOCIIO-
MuHaHMA. CKOJIBKO pa3 oOermai cedbe He BO3BPaIaThCs K HAM,
TaM HUYEro, KpoMe 3acTapesion riryxou 6omu. Cuiia JaBHO MpH-
114, HO HACJIAXACHUS €10 HEe TTOCIIeI0BAIO.

OxuIBpIBAI0 MBICJCHHBIM B3IJISIIOM IPOCTPAHCTBO — OOBIY-
HbIE YeJIOBEUYECKHE I71a3a He A0T KPYroBOUW BUAMMOCTH. 3peHue
Crnenoro CTpaska Mo3BoJIsSIeT Topasio OobIIIe.

Heckoinbko keHnmH. [JaBHO yxke cieayloT Ha HEKOTOPOM OT-
nanenny. CBopaunBalo, 4ToObl YOeOUThCA — pa3, IPyrou, Tpe-
tiii. OHU J1aJ1eKo, Ha mpezesie oobgHOro B3risAaa. Ho He Moero.
ComMHeHuM HeT, UAYT 32 MHOM.

Hosaus

He mory Mecra HailTi, XOXy Ty/aa-Cioja, cama He 3Halo, Yero
xody. YUTtoObl CHOBa Tak e CMOTpeJ, pUKacajcs, Wik Hao00-
pOT, HUKOT/IA OOJTbIIIe HEe BUIETh? 3a0bITh, YCIOKOUTHCS, KHUTh,
Kak panbinie. Cepjlie cKkayeT BHU3-BBEPX U 00paTHO, TO O3apsis
BOCTOProM, TO OKyThIBasi crpaxoM. CoBecTh MOYEMY-TO MyYaeT,
XOTsI Be[lb 51 )K€ HUYEro Iyioxoro He caenana! He BeinepxuBao,
Oery BHU3, K eIMHCTBEHHOMY Tesie(poHy, Habupaio Homep Tepe-
CHH, TOJIBKO ObI IoMa Oblia! OTBeUaeT, a y MeHs ropsio nepexna-
THJIO, TPyOKa U3 PyK BBITIAJIAET. ..

— Yro Takoe, 1€BOYKA MOsI? — IIPUBBIYHBIN TOJIOC CJIETKa YCIIO-
KaMBaeT, BCXJIMIbIBAIO.



— 4l Buzena... MeHs BUJIEI. .. — HAYMHAIO.

— Hoanus, Tl xonuna Ha yauily? — Tak CTpPOro, HOTY MOJTU-
6atorcs. Caxych B KPeco.

— a... — BbIIABJIMBAIO.

— Ceiiuac Oyay, HUKyJa He yXoau!

Ha xyna xe g nouay. CHoBa BexumnbiBaw. Kak ke cTpaiiHo
BIPYT CHEJIAIOCH!

Tepecus u mpaBaa nosieisieTcs: ObICTPO, U MagaM JxaHc cHo-
Ba ICKAeT ee MpsIMO B KOMHATy — BCIOJIOIIUINCh Bce. A Me-
HsI TIOYEMY-TO TaKOM yKac OfIoJieI, CJIOBHO CYIbOY B3S1JI0 B PyKHU
OTrPOMHOE Uy/IOBHIIE U BHIKPYUMBAET KaK XOUET, a MHE HUYETrO
HE OCTAEeTCs, TOJIKO MOKOPUTHCSI.

— Hy 4ro, — Maam [>xaHc He TOOUT ABIM B TAaHCHOHE, HO Te-
pecusi CIIMIIKOM B3BOJIHOBaHA. HerHymmMucs najisiiaMu HaOu-
BAaeT TAKMICKUI TabaK, packypuBaeT B (popTouky. — Hemocmy-
Has Mos nTuuka! 3ameTtmiu Teds?

— Her! On ciyyaitHo npuitien, Kora st Ha 6epery cujena.

— Kaxoii oH? Onuimu! — OTBOAUT B CTOPOHY TPYOKY, TpeOo-
BaTeJIbHO 3aIJIsi/IbIBACT B I1a3a.

— Hy... KpacuBbIid. .. TAKOM. .. MUJIBIH. ..

— Bce onun musble 10 mopsl A0 BpeMeHu, — (bipkaeT Tepe-
cusi. — Thl CiTymai-To MOMeHbIe, a aqymMai nooosnsine. OauH
obu1?

— OauH.

— [Nomymait XOpoITieHbKO, He ObLIIO IPU HEM TaKoTO. .. C OeJIbl-
mu rnazamu? Hukoro He 3amernna?



— Hukoro, — 4To-TO MHE Tak CTpAIllHO, KaKk U He ObIBAJIO HU-
korga. HasepHoe.

Tepecusi oOHMMaeT, nprkuMaet kK cede. [IpuBbIUHBIN 3amax
JIMMOHHOM 1IeJIpbl, IEPEMEIIAHHBII C BbIABIXaEMbIM JIBIMOM, T1O-
YTU yCHOKauBawT. Benp Bce Oyaer Xopolo, Bejlb He MPHUIETCS
MHE exaTb HUKyzaa?

— Hy, eciiu mpocTo conpoBOXIAIOITHI — OTCTOMM, ThI IJTABHOE
coracus He faBaid. A yx eciu Obl caM UMIIEPATop. .. TOrAa OT-
Ka3arh emMy Hesb3s. Ta jKeHIMHa, KOTOPYI0 UMITEpaTop BeIOUpa-
eT, 00s13aHa Moexarh ¢ HUM. DTO HEMPEJIOKHBINA 3aKOH.

— Bpsaa nu cam umniepatop. .. — MHE yxke COBCEM HEeXOPOIIIO.
Bort Benp nocuaena B OIMHOYECTBE, Ha 03epo MomodoBaiach! —
OH TaKkoW MPOCTOM. .. U HE CJIMIIIKOM Pa30AeThIil...  0e3 oxpa-
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— Hanu 0661 Ooru, — B31bIXaeT Tepecus. — ['ne s 1ed6s motom
WCKaTh CTaHy?

— Hy, 6yny umnieparpuiieii, — uryqy ot crpaxa. — Bemo npu-
Be3TH Teds K ceOe! M cama B roctu npueny.

— Oii, 1ypouka, He 3Haelllb, 4To Hecelb! Jla kTo Tebe mact?

Tepecus pacnaxuBaeT OKHO, HEPBHO BBIAYBAET CTPYH JbIMa,
BIVISI/IBIBAETCS B MApPK, YTO OKpYykaeT maHcroH. CymepKu coOu-
paloTcst MeX AePEBbEB, BCE UYASATCS KaKue-TO (pUrypbl HE3HAKO-
MBIE. . .

— XKaemb koro-to? — crpaimiuBan, 000pauMBaeTCsl Pe3Ko,
B3/IparuBalo OT HEOXKMAAHHOCTU. HeckobKo CeKyH 1 BcMaTprBa-
eTcs B IJ1a3a, MOoCIie B3/IbIXaeT.



— Her, 4yTO THI

Jla xoro oHa 371ech MOXET KJarhb! [IyrocTu BCsKuUe B rojIoBy
Je3yT.

apcaav

MeHs10 3peHre, 3aJelCTBYI0 OOJIbIlie BO3MOXKHOCTEH, UTO-
OBl JTyulnie pa3oOparbcsi. PailoH BBI3BIBAET OIIYIIEHUE CTApPUH-
HOTO — BUTAET TYT HEKUI OCOOBIN JIyX, CBOMCTBEHHBIN MpeMe-
TaM, MUMO KOTOPBIX IIPOXOIAT aecAatuieTusa. HeBbicokue noma
B HECKOJIBKO 3TaKel, YTONAIOUIME B 3€JIEHU ABOPHI U BCE ITO 3a-
JITO COJTHIIEM. 3araxu TpaB, OONBIITMHCTBO M3 KOTOPBIX y HAC HE
pacrer, )XUBOTHBIX U ntuil. PasHooOpasue nepeBbeB. MHe Hpa-
BUTCA VIOBaH, TIOYTH BUKY HACTOSAIIYIO KAPTHHY.

Nx nsrepo. Tpoe uayT 3a MHOU, XUXUKAIOT, MepelienThiBa-
10tcs. Monoable, Becenble, oTyasiHHble. CTpax, UHTepec, a3apr.
Cpenn HUX OIHA ONpeNeeHHO W3 MECTHOH CIIeICITyXObl, Oe-
’KEBBII POBHBIM (POH — MOCIIEACTBUE IOJITMX TPEHUPOBOK, TEM-
HO-CHHUE MATHA JONIa, CTSHKKA caMOKOHTposis. [IpucmarpuBa-
€T 32 MHOWM, €€ CTPaxyeT elrle OiHa B OTAAJIEHNH, SIKOObI He NMe-
Iol1asi OTHOILIEHUSI K Becesioil kommnanuu. He nepBblii pa3 ux 3a-
MEualo, BCEro ecTb CMEHIIML, JIMIT npeaynpexaan, 4To Tak
Oyner. He onacHel, moka He yBUAAT OMACHOCTU BO MHE.

Hacuer nocnennen, naTomn, He 1O KOHLA YBEpeH. Aypa CTaH-
JapTHasi, pa3Be HEMHOTO sIpue M CBeTiiee, BO3SMOXHO, He OyIb
Hosnmuu, moria Obl cTaTh KaHAUAATYPOR. DMOLUHU HE OypisT,
TEMHBIE IISITHA MEPETEKAIOT, HO KAaK-TO MOBEPXHOCTHO, HE TIIy-
O0KO, OBICTPO UCUE3AI0T, CMEHSIOTCS APYTUMH. Bo3pact ycraHo-



BUTb HEMTPOCTO, TTOX0XkeE, HeMOJIofas1, B xopoiiel (popme. He cka-
3aTh, YTOOBI MHTEPEC OMHOZHAYHO HAIPABJICH HA MEHSI, OTHAKO
UJIET B TY )K€ CTOPOHY.

[TpoxoXy HECKOJNBKO IIMPOKUX JABOPOB, MOKA, HAKOHEll, He
0OHAPYKUBAIO TO, YTO HYKHO — IJTyXOH IO BCEM MapameTpaM Ty-
UK. JIMHUM B3IVISI0B HE YYBCTBYIOTCSI — MOXOXKE, [JaXe OKHA
ciona He BhIXonAT. Kakue-To 1160 mpon3BojCTBa, MO0 CKIIAIbL.
C0XKHO B HE3HAKOMOM MECTe, OPUEHTUPYIOCH O OLTYIIEHUSIM.

Tpouria cBOpauMBaeT, YeTBepTasi MOKA MBITAETCS OCTABATHCS
BHE 30HBI MOETO BUJIEHUsI. XOPOILIO, YTO HE MPECTaBIISIOT BCEX
Hammx crnocoOHocteil. [bITaloch MOHATh, YTO K€ UM HYXKHO, B
0COOEHHOCTH TOH, KOTOpasi He cama. To Ji1 cuTyalus Bl W3-
T0/1 KOHTPOJISI U OHA TIBITAETCS] TPUCMOTPETD 32 JeBYIIIKAMH, TO
71 HA00OPOT, AOJKHA TTOONMKE KO MHE MO00PaThCsI.

Onu He 60ATCs, CKOpee PEelIiiIM, YTO 3arHaJIi MEeHsI B yToJl.
Pa3BopaunBaiock, ycMexaioch, BBIITyCKalo U3 ryd omMaa.

Bort Teneps mpoOykaaloTcs YepHble S3bIKU CTpaxa — yJIbIOKa
¥ B35 ripodupatoT. Kak u Beerpa.

JleBYIIKY OCTaHABIMBAIOTCS, NIEPEIIISIIBIBAIOTCS, HE XBATA€ET B
pyKax mMeua — HO 3[IeCh HeJb3sl €r0 UCIOIb30BATh BHE 3AIUTHI
nmMneparopa. [IpucnyimBaioch.

— [lonum nydme! — menyer oaxa.

— 3ps MBI, YTO JIK. .. KOTJ]a BTOPOH IIaHC BHITIAJIET. . . — TAK XKe
THXO OTBEYaeT BTOpas.

— Bbl KO MHE? — MHTEPECYIOCh BEKJIMBO, JIENAI0 LIAr BIEPE,
nonOaBIIsIs IPKOCTH.



OTneyaTky TPEBOTH U IBUKEHUST — CHOBA TIePETJISIIbIBAIOTCS.

— MBI XOTeH. .. MO3HAKOMUTLC! — C JIETKUM BBI30OBOM BBHI-
CTyIaeT BIepe/1 Ta, KoTopasi Ipejjiaraia yuTH.

— W y3Hatb, npaBja Jid, 4TO BHl OCTaBJIsIeTe OXKOTH, UJIH. .. —
OTYETJIMBO BUKY CKOJIb3HYBIIIHMIA B 3€MJIIO B3IJIsi/I, BOJTHBI PO30-
BOTO CMYyIIeHus], (priosieToBoro azapra. Jlenato ene mar Briepes,
1oAg0aBJIAI0 OMaa:

— Kto-HuOyap U3 Bac roToB rnoexarb co MHOM B AO? — UHTe-
pecyioch.

[onoc neficTByeT MrHOBEHHO, a Be/Ib S BCETO JIMIIb JT00ABIIT
Karumo omaa B ero Buopanuio. CTpax, CMyIeHUE, 3apOKIatole-
ecsl KeJlaHue, yJalieHue abixanus. M Tonbko Ta, KoTopas Ha pa-
00Te, aKTUBHPYET KaKoe-TO CKphiToe opyxue. [lymaer, He 3a-
Meua. Pa3MbIUIsio, yCHINTD JIU BO3JIEHCTBIE, WM HA00OPOT,
cIeNaTh Tak, YToObI OOJIBIIE HE XOTEJIOCH JI0OONBITHNYATE. HO
Mbicid 0 Hosmum 3acTaBisiioT MOCTYNUTh MHaue. MHe Bedb Te-
niepb, €CJIM MOBEJIUTEITh HE MepeaymaeT, ObITh ee TnIHbM CTpa-
skeM. Hedero BCAKMM areHTaM TacKaThCs IO MATAM.

— B cnyyae npumeHeHHs1 Opykus, — MPeIyNpexIa, Moji-
0aBJIsAI0 CBEUEHM S, TaK, YTO OMaa JOCTaeT JI0 Bcex Tpoux. Ilo-
Ka He3pUMO, BBI3bIBAsI JIUIITH JUCKOMQOPT, KeJIaHUE ellle OTCTY-
muTh. — CTpaxy pa3perieHo UCIOIb30BaTh CBOE.

I'HeB, pazopaxenwue, rnpoodneck Oosi3Hu. [lonarato, TeOs Te-
nepb OTCTPAHSAT U, BOBMOXHO, TIEPECMOTPST BCIO CHCTEMY CJle-
xeHus. Bo BcsAakoM ciydae, 61M3KO0 TMOAXOAUTH TOYHO He OyieTe.

— JleBouKky, uemMte, — MemyeT 3aCTUTHYTask BPacIuioX, B TO-



JIOCE 3BYUYMT CTpax — OJHAKO B aype He BUKY. JInib gocana.

«JleBoukn» 0O60OpaunBaloTcs K Hell. inute, umure, Ham He 110
nyTd. Xo4y MoAOaBUTh yXkaca, HO CErofiHs MOW omaa orpese-
JIEHHO He Ha To HacTpoeH. Olyniao JIErKylo CUHEBY, CTapaTeib-
HO BO3BpAIIAIOCh K 0ObIYHOMY OesioMy cBeTy. Henb3st octaBisTh
CJIEbl, HAIIM MUTOM BBIYHMCIIAT.

— Ho oH ke MyxuuHa... — memnyer neppasi. — M Takou. .. HuU-
yero ceoe. ..

OueHuBaoliee pasryisigblBaHUE Jaxe TMOJHOCThIO CJIeTon
OIIYTHUT, 100aBJISAI0 MHTEHCUBHOCTH, INAI0 Iar Bnepen. PasHo-
L[BETHE ayp IUIbIBET, epeMemnBaeTcsi. [IoMHI0 3T0 TOUTH HEBBI-
HOCHMOE OILYIIEHNE, €IlIe U3 IeTCTBA. be30TUYeTHBIN yxKac, YyB-
CTBO MOTEPH, AC30PUEHTALIUS. . .

JleByIIKM BU3XKAT, CPBIBAIOTCS C MeCTa, OpOCAIOTCSl HAyTeK.
Jlumb Ta, KOTOpast areHT, Ha CEKyHly 3aepKUBAETCS, OKH/IbI-
BaeT MeHd B3nIAoM. Ho pemraer nocnenosars 3a HumMu. Yer-
BepTasi, HAOJIO/IAI0IIAs HA PACCTOSIHUM, TOKE MPEANOYnTAeT yaa-
mutbes. Cnexy 3a BCEMM, IIOKA HE BBIXOAAT 3a MPENEsbl MO-
ero 3peHus. [IpoBepsio, Kak BOCCTAaHABIMBAIOTCS aypbl — €Il
HEMHOTO, U BEpHYTCs K 00ObIYHOMY COCTOSsIHMIO. Camylo MaslocThb
nepecrapaiics, Koe-rie nosiBumMch npocsersl. Ho HeHanoinro, no
onbITy 3Ha10. J[lo Beuepa 3anoNHATCS BCAKOU JPSHBIO.

Ycemupsio omaa, Korja OTKy/a-TO CBEPXY JIETUT HEUTO MOYTH
HeoOHapyxumoe. Kak oHa yxutpunack Tak OJM3KO MOI00paTh-
ca? Heyxemu Bce amornum B ceOs BoOpana? Penkoe ymenwe,
TONBKO HaM, CTpakam, U MOABJIACTHOE.



[Taras. Wiy HacTpoiiky, nepedupar BapuaHThl BOCIIPUSITHS.
VYX0Xy € JIMHAM NPbLKKA, ITOYTU HE BUXKY JBUKECHUM, JIUIIb 110
KOJIeOaHUIO TTPOCTPAHCTBA orpeessan. YeTka, ObicTpa, BOKPYT
HUKoro. KoHlleHTpupy1o B pyke Meu-oMaa, MOKeT, He HYKHO Obl-
JIO Ty, IPEBIAYILYI0, MPOroHATh? BApyr He cMory 1oka3aThb, UTO
9Ta nepBoi arakoBana? He xortenoch Obl BIAacTh B HEMIJIOCTD
cenyac, Korja BCe CTajlo HaJla)KUBaTbCS.

MBsICiib, UTO K UMIIepaTpulie NpUcTaBAT apyroro Ctpaxa, Bbl-
3bIBa€T INIyXO€ pa3[pa’keHue, I7e-T0 BHYTPU MOBOPAYUBAETCS
KJIYOOK SIpOCTH. BBICTpO M30aBIISIIOCH OT JIAIITHETO.

— PasroBop? — npensiaraio putyaabHOE CJI0BO MapiiaMEHTapu st
B 0oGoM yronke Aii-HopaHa.

JKeHmuHa He pearupyeT. Mosya, HOYTH HEYJIOBUMO ISl MO-
€ro BOCTIPUSATHS MPU3EMIISIETCS] — BIIUTHIBAIO CTYITHSIMH BHOpa-
MO 3eMJIA — U TYT JKe Opocaercs B ataky. PasroBopa He Oypier,
y Hee JIMIIb OJIHA LIEJb — f1.

CnurmkoM ObICTpa, CIUIIKOM CKPBITA, CIIUIIKOM OMAacHa.

YOupawo Med, OH 37eCh JIMIITHWNA, IEPEMOHUTHCS HEe coOupa-
1ock. Hertoxo Obl y3HaTh, [I715 Uero s eid, ele BakHee, ouemMy
HUKTO M3 MECTHBIX He 3ameTui1. Ho Her, Tak HerT.

OrHeHHbIM IIAPOM OMaa MHE [JOBOIMJIOCH MOJb30BAThCS
JIMIIIb HA TPEHUPOBKAX — BCE KAK-TO HE MPEICTABISLIOCH CITy-
yast. CuJibl CKOMWJIOCh MHOTO, JKeJJaHUE TPUMEHHUTD HA ITPAKTUKE
TOJIbKO YJIBaUBAET €e.

[Monmyckaio Onuke, MPOTUBHUIIA TTOJIAraeT, YTO TO 3acayra
€€ CKOPOCTH, BCTYIAET B HE3PUMYIO IT'PaHUIy OMaa. 3aMeJIseT-



Csl, TIBITAETCS CHENaTh elle HECKOJbKO IIaroB M0 MHEPIIUH, 3a-
mupaet. Oco3HaeTt, aepraercs Hazaj. [logaumaer rasa. Apkas
CHHSIS1 BCIIBIIIIKA — MPECIeAyIoT OHU MeHs cerofHs. [Touemy-To
CHOBa 00pa3 OyayIliei uMIepaTpuiibl B rojIoBe, HEYMECTHOE JKe-
JIaHWE TIPUKOCHYThCS MaJIblIaMU, Y3HATh JIUILIO.

3a)xuraio map, Hara/JIaoIIryio TPOCTO COXKIKET, Oe3 ocTaTKa.

Ona KpUuuT — 0€33By4HO, BHYTPU CBOEH CIIasHHOM, TopsIei
aypel. B mocnenHuii MUr OKaThiBaeT IyOOKOM, TPOOUparoieit
Tockoil. [louTn HeyenoBeyeCcKon.

«Bnycmu 6 cetsi ozonw, Japcanv. Ceopu 6 nem. Cmano um.»

Pa3Be He yuat Bac He cBs3biBaTbes co Crenbivu Ctpaxkamu?
Haxe y Hac 3TOMY y4aTt BceX. Mbl 6€3:KalOCTHBI U HETIOOEe TUMBI.

OcnaOnsiio Oronb, BHUMATEIbHO OCMATPUBAIOCh HA TIPEAMET
ocratkoB. Hudero. Eme pa3 3amyckaio ropsimii omaa, 4ToObl
HaBEpHSIKA.

CHoBa Bce npocMmarpuBato. Hukoro. Yxoxy.

Pasmbinuisiio, ckazars u JIniTy, a BAPYr He TOJIbKO Ha MEHsI
HaraayT? Bripoyem, Kaxablii W3 HAC CIIOCOOEH CIIPABUTHCS, HE
X0uy OBITh TIEPBBIM, KTO IMPUHECET HEMIPUATHYIO BecTh. EyiBa
MMIIEPATOP CTAaHET BMEUIMBATHCS UM KOH(IMKTOBATD C KEHIIH-
Hamu VoBaHa, a 3HA4MT, U CMBIC/IA HET.

['ynste Gombllie HE TSHET, BO3Bpamialoch B ocoOHsK. [Tpu-
CMaTpUBaloCh K ocTajibHbIM CTpakaM, HO He MOXOXe, YTO KO-
ro-HuOy/Ib U3 HUX TOXke arakoBaiu. He Xxotenoch Obl CBSI3bIBATDH
HarajJeHue C TeM, YTO MHE IIPEJCTOUT OXPAHSATh UMIIEPATPULLY.

On1HaKO BOKPYT BCE CIIOKOMHO, HUKTO HE IIPOSIBIISIET JIULIHETO



UHTepeca.

C yrpa, Kak M NOJOKEHO, uay K ummneparopy. CtpaHHOe
HeTepIIeHre, XOUEeTCsl IOCKopee NoexaTh B 3TOT MAaHCUOH, HANTH
JeBYIIKY, MPUCTYMUTb K OOS3aHHOCTSIM.

Ho B npuemHom 3ane Bcrpevaer VBeH.

— NMniepaTop oTabIXaer elle, — TSHET JIEHUBO.

— MHe kakue-HuOy/Ib pacrnopsikeHus nepenaBa?

— Her, — ero omaa TeMHeeT Ha MUT, 11OCJIE CHOBA CTAHOBUTCS
oenbiM. Jla uTo TeOe He HpaBuTCcA! 51 ke TBOIO JOJKHOCTH He
otoupaio?!

— Toraa nogpoxy, — Caxkych B OAHO U3 TOCTEBBIX Kpeceil. Xo-
4y CIIPOCUTb, NouemMy VIBEH He C MOBEIUTENIEM, HO OH CJIMILIKOM
oTuyXJeH. Momuy.

OrnsgpiBaoch, OXpaHa Ha ABEpsiX, Oonblle HUKOro. Bee meT-
KU B MOPSIJIKE.

— Yro0, — BOpYr HapylaeT Moja4aHue VIBeH, — 1eMCTBUTENIbHO
MOAXOJAILYIO HAIUIM?

[oka uayT noucku, muuneiid CTpaxk UMIIEpaTopa HE y4acTBY-
€T — TaKOBa TPAAULIHSL.

— JleficTBUTENIBHO, — coramaick. — Cam yBUIUIIb... €CIIU
MOBEJIUTENb HE MepelyMaerT.

— A eciu nepegymaer? — OUlylan B3MIAH, TOJIBKO HE MOTY
TIOHSITh, YTO XOYET y3HATh.

— Ecnu umniepatopy oHa He MOHPABUTCS], s1 PUCKHYJI OBl IPO-
cuthb ee 11 ceOs1. Ho BBIOOP UMIepaTpuiibl 3HAYUTETHHO OCIIOK-
HuIcs Obl. Penko koraa aypa ocraercst HACTONBKO SICHOM.



WBeH, kaxercs, yogoBjaeTBOpeH oTBeTOM. KOHEYHO, 3/1eCh eCTh
JIOJIS1 U €r0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Opnako Mnnapuanap He mepeayMbIBaeT, JIUIIb OTKJIAbIBa-
eT BU3UT. [TosgBIgeTcsa B 4eM-TO CBOOOJHOM — JIOMAIIIHEM XaJia-
Te, uto Ju? PaccnaOneH, TOBOJIEH — 4yBCTBYETCS, XOTsI ayphl 10-
MPEKHEMY HE BUKY.

— Ceroans otapixaid, Hapcanb. 3aBTpa noeaem, Mmyckau Io-
HEpBHUYAET, Moyie3Ho. byneT xmath, gymarb 000 MHE — IJIf-
JIIIIb, U BIIIOOUTCH, — ocMenBaeTcs. Kusaro:

— Kak npukaxere, MOM NOBEJIUTEIIb.

— Yk 3aMyXk-TO 3a JIEHb BBICKOUMTh HE YCIIEET, — MPOJOJIKAET
myTiTh Wnnapuanap. Yasioack, XOTs BHYTPA HE JI0 YIIBIOOK.
Cam He MOry MOHSTh, YTO TaK 3a€BAET.

OxpaHa nMIiepaTopa HaBEpHsKa CJIEANT 3a JEBYIIKOM, TaK U
XOUeTCsl CBI3aThCsl, BBISICHUT. .. J1a TOJIBKO UTO BBISICHSATD.

Ilo Bedyepa MpoOBOKY TPEHUPOBKU OMaa — MEHSIIO 1IBETa, UH-
TEeHCUBHOCTb, BO3JICHCTBU A, TIOKA HE BO3BpaIIal cede adCoIMoT-
HOE CITOKOWCTBHE, B KOTOPOM HHMUTO HE CIOCOOHO 3a/eTh. [1o
OOJIBIIIOMY CYETY, CMEepPTh HEHOPMAJILHOM, MOTMbITABIIECNCS aTa-
koBath CTpaa, TOxe He JA0JKHa 3aaeBarh. Ho He o nyme. Ha-
JI0 K€, YTOOBl HEKJAHHBIE SMOLIMM IOSIBWJINCh UMEHHO TOIIa,
KOra Tak BaXHO OoNpaBaaTh qoBepue nmreparopa! ocaayio.

Hosausa

— IlpunympbiBaertib Thl Bce! — cepautcst AjiMa 3a 3aBTPakOM. —
S Buepa xoguia, HUKOro!

Buepa Tepecus co MHOU el1Ba HE BECh [IEHb ITPOBENA, BCE B



OKHO CMOTpeJia a KOMHATy Iaramu mepuia. Jluib K Bedepy
YCTIOKOMJIACh, YA — HO OOeIaia v CETrO/IHs ITPUeXaTh.

— 3ayeM MHe NPUAYMbIBaTh? — BO3MYIIAIOCH, /1 IEBOYKH, Ka-
JKETCSI, COIJIACHBI C AJIMOM.

O6unno! Yyt He BHEpBbie B KU3HU HEUTO WHTEPECHOE,
HEOOBIYHOE TTPOM3OIII0 KIMEHHO CO MHOM, a OHHM HEe TO 3JISATCA,
HE TO HE BEPAT. .. ANMETUT UcUue3aeT. BsAo KOBBIPAIOCH B Tapes-
ke. Bce 3a crosiom, Hac y Majam JI>kaHC HE OYeHb MHOTO, OJHOTO
JUTMHHOTO XBaTaeT.

— Ilouemy e OH TOrma He NpuIIeN? — MOJO3PUTENILHO CIIpa-
mMBaeT Aima.

— OTkyaa 5 3Ha? — NOKUMAIO TUIeYaMu, TIKOOBI Oe3pa3iny-
HO, a B JyIlIe TOCKHO. Tak mpusaTHO ObUIO AyMarTh, YTO s €My I0-
HPaBWJIACh. ..

— Kakoi cMbIcT My>K4MHE UITU TyAQ, T71€ OH HUKOT'O HE BCTpe-
tiut? Bece oHn ObUIM Ha TUTOIIALN !

— JIagHo, — cHOBa noxxumaro. — Ha rutormaay, Tak Ha rIoImau.

— 41 yBepeHa, 4TO HUKAKOro AJjiekpa B cBUTe BOOOIe HeT! —
J00ABJISIET €Ie KTO-TO.

— JleBouKkH, HY HE CcCOpbTeCh! — MPU3BIBAET K CHOKOWCTBUIO
MagaMm [IxaHc.

Tak u xouercss OPOCUTLCSI HA TIOUCKU, TTPUBECTU MM ITOTO
Anekpa, nmyctb noarsepaut! I[onnmaro, ryno. [a u roe s ero
Haiy. Y Tepecusi TyT Kak TyT BCIIOMUHAETCH. ..

Kakoii-To nrym Ha ynuue, npuexaii, 4ro ju, kro? Ha mammny
BpOJE MOXOXKE, WM MOKa3IoCh. Bce B OKHO MOMIANBIBAIOT, 1



Jlopora ¢ Ipyroil CTOpOHbI, CTOJIOBAsI B CaJl BBIXOJIUT.

— Ioiny mocMOTpIO, — BCTPEBOKEHHO MOAHUMAETCS Magam
JlxaHc. — J[IeBOYKHU, HE CCOPbTECH, ToenanTe!

BbIxomuT, mbITaloCch XOTh YTO-TO ChECTh, A0 00eda Beb KOp-
MuTh He OynyT. Ho HacTpoeHusi coBceM HeT, CHOBa CTpaxu Ka-
KHe-TO IIeBeJISTCS.

Manawm JIxaHc BO3BpalaeTcst ObICTpo, OJieTHasl, BCTPEBOKEH-
Hasl.

— Hoanus, 310 K Tede, — cooOIaeT.

— Ko mHe? — nogHMMalo rasa ¢ HegoymenueM. — Kto?

— Wnu, cobupaiicsi, — TOPOITUT HEPBHO, CyMOYpHO, — Tepe-
OJICHbCS J1a TTpUBeIU ceOs1 B mopsiioK. [1naTee KpacuBoe HaIeHb !
Bboxe mou. Mim Het? Hesnb3g ke 3actaBiATh kaath... OX Kak
ke 310?!

— la k10 TaM? — HeIOyMeBalo, CEPALIE CKUMAETCS, HEYKETU
Anekp Hamen? 4 Beap pacckaszania, IJie KUBY. ..

— Yero crouib! — cnoxBatbiBaeTcsl MajaMm [I’kaHc, Kakasi-To
oHa obOasiaeBiias. — berom!

Bery, kakoil TaM MOPSII0K, HAa X0y MPUTJIA)KUBAIO BOJIOCHI, Te-
pell caMbIM XOJUIOM MTPUTOPMaKMBAIO, BCTIOMUHAIO TTpaBUa XO-
poliiero ToHa. Beiapixaio, Monpasisiio IaTbe, 3aX0Ky CIIOKONHO.
Mapam [IxaHc c3aaM 4TO-TO TOBOPUT, HO 34 CTYKOM CepAla He
CJIBIIITY.

Hapno ke, pefictBurenibHO Aniekp! YibiOaooch, BCe-TaKu MPH-
IIIeJ1, 3HAYUT, 51 eMy IpaB/a noHpaBmiack! TyT e myraioch, Opo-
caro B3UIsi/1 Ha TesiehOH, TOJIBKO He Oydy ke OekaTh 3BOHUTH?



— ITpuBeT, — BBIIABIMBAIO HEJIOBKO, MPHOIMKAIOCH. [leBOUKM
BBICBHITIAIOT CJIE/IOM, ONVISIABIBAIOCH, HY M jinia y HUX! C Tpynom
IpeceKalo MophiB cOeXaTh K cede, 3arepeThCst U HUKOTO He BITyC-
KarTh.

— He xpmana? — kakas e y Hero yyislOKa, Msirkasi, 00e30py-
JKUBAOIIAs, IMOYKHU ITH. . .

[loBOXy I1IeyamMu, cama He 3Halo, KJajla JIu.

— Hy uro, ugem? — npensnaraer, OyATO 3TO JABHO pellIeHHbII
Bonpoc. Kyna «uaem»? OnisapiBatock Ha MagaMm [xaHc, Anekp
cpasy oTBedaeT: — Majgam He BO3paxkaeT, s yKe CIIPOCHUIIL.

Kak 310 cripocun? be3 mena? Ho cepnutbes He nonydaercs,
npusaTHO *ke! Hy BoT npsimMo kak B ckaske! [Ipocto He Beputcs,
ceiyac MpOCHYCh MO EXUIAHBIN CMeX AJIMBI U TTOWMY, YTO BCETO
JIMILIb 3aMeYTasach.

Ewme pa3 ornsagpBaiock. Y JEBOYEK B3IVIAAbI HEJOBOJIBHBIE,
3aBUCT/IMBbBIE, HET, KaXeTcs, He cIUTo. He Mory noHsTh, nouemy.
Hy oH KpacaBuMK, KOHEYHO. .. HO 51 BE/Ib HE CIIEIMAJILHO!

—4... — HauMHaIW0, TYT K€ 3aMOJIKAIO.

Ox mama! ¥V Bxoma maiuHa, Ja HE Kakas IOIaJIo — KpacH-
Belinas U3 Bcex, 4To BUIAETh JoBoqwiiochk! [InunHas, cepedpu-
cTasi, CTeKJia He mpo3pauHble. MHOXECTBO MYKUMH Ha YJIMIIE.
Tak 1 TAHET COOOMIUTH JEBOYKAM, UTO Ha BCEX XBATUT, HO SI3BIK
HE CJIYIIAeTCs — JIMIIb HEPBHO XUXUKAIO.

— ThI e X0oTesa Ha TpaBUKape MoKaraTbCs? — TOOMBaeT MeHsI
Anekp. Korga 310 Mbl Ha «Tbl» ycnenu nepeidtu? Ho, kaxercs,
51 K€ Ha BCE COIVIaCHA.



— Wmm, — manur magam [Jxanc. — Hazag goporu Her. U pa-
JyHcs, Kak Tebe ToBe3JIo.

CmMmotpio Ha Hee HernoHuMaroile. A Tepecus cuutaer Ha000-
poT... U 51 661 OTKa3as1ach, HABEPHOE, HO BE/Ib BCIO KU3Hb KaJIETh
Oyay... 51 TonbKo mokararbcs!

— Wmn, — cierka noATajakuBaeT, HAKOHEI-TO YJIbIOAETCS TPH-
BBIYHOM TOOPOH YJIBIOKOM.

4l Hukorna He ObLIa MoOUMUIIEH, HO MagaM [IxaHc cama 1o
cebe tertas. He orraskuBana, Bcerga Morjia U OOHATh, U TIPH-
royouTh, U BeICTymath. [1ycTh 6e3 0cOOeHHOM JII0OBU, HO Be/lb
Jpyroi-To y MeHs He Obu10. OHa na Tepecus.

[Tpeononesaio nocneaHue maru. AjieKp nojgaer pyky, Oepy Ha
BCSIKMI CITy4aid, MHITA0Ch BCTIOMHUTB, YTO TaM MPO CKperieHne
JIOTOBOPOB paccKasbiBasM. ¢ ke Bpoje HUYero He oderana...
[okaratochk, 1 cpa3y cKaxy, UTO HUKyJa He noeny. He yBesyT xke
MeHs CUJIOl, B camoM jene! [la MokeT U He TUIaHUPYIOT, Tak,
Pa3BIIeyUbCSl.

DTa MBICJTb COBCEM HE HPABUTCSI, HO BUJI CEpeOpUCTON Malllu-
HBI IIlepevyepKuBaeT Bee JIoBofbl. Kak ke st 00 3Tom Meuraia!

AJexp BefIeT K JIBepH, ellie pa3 orsiapiBalock. CupMa CHOBa
pbLIAET Ha rpyau Majgam [Ixanc, AjmMa CMOTpUT Ha MEHS Kak Ha
npeaarenpHUIly. Enie 1Be 1eMOHCTPaTUBHO MeperoBapuBaioTCs,
Oy/ITO WX 3TO HE CJIMIIKOM BOJIHYeT. MOIN Obl ¥ MOpaioBaTh-
cs1, moapyru, HasbiBaeTcsi! ToNbKO y MJIaIIuX 1eBOYEK BOCTOP-
eHHble Jmiia. Eie Obl, Ha UX I71a3aX CKa3Ka pa3BOPAYMBAETCS.
Jlonro moTtom BepuTh B Hee OYIyT. ..



C ynbIOKO# Mality UM pyKOU, PEIUTENBHO Uy K MallliHe. TO
Mos1 ku3Hb! Most Mmeuta! I Mmoe pemenne. He nmo3Bomo HUKOMY
HaBSI3bIBATb.

[Touemy ¢ Anekpom cTonbko Hapomy? OTroHs0 Ha30MIMBbIE
MBICJTH O €IlIe JIByX MallliHaX, CTOSIIIUX 9yTh Moojaasb. Hukorma
BO3JIE HAILIETO NMAaHCHUOHA CTOJIBKO HE MOSIBIISUIOCH, HEYKENU BCe
¢ HuM? Ho He MOxeT ke Mmneparop BOT Tak 3arpocTo JIBEpb
MHE OTKpbIBaTh, TOMOraTh B cajoH npoitu? HaBepHoe, coBeT-
HUK KaKou-HUOYIb?

Ox, mama! Bce BOJIOCKM CTAaHOBSITCS IBIOOM — Aaxe Te, KO-
TOpbIe HAC YCEePIIHO 3aCTaBJIAIOT BHIIUMbIBATL! Tam, B Marite,
elie OJJVH KyTKul Tvil. .. He Mory otopBarh B3MJ1si1a OT ero a3
— HM 3pauka, HU PaJyXKH, CIUIOITHON OeJblii CBET, M KaK ke
cTpamHo nop 3tuM B3niaaoMm! Cpasy Bech ykac U HEOTBpATH-
MOCTb HaBaJIMBAIOTCSI, OCO3HAHKE, KOTOPOMY HE XOUY U HE MOTY
BEPUTD.

— Hapcanb, — coodraer Anekp, — Oyaer oXpaHsTh TeOsl.

Hanbine yxe cebs He oOMaHeIb, Ja ¥ cioBa Magam [[xanc
C 3aro3/aHreM BCIUTBIBAIOT B amMsATH. OHa YTO-TO TaKOE JIeBOY-
KaM 1entadia. .. OX Tol %k, TBoIo 6ectrio! [la Beib He MOKET ObITb,
JIa Be/Ib Y UMIIEpaToOpa JIa)ke UMsI COBCEM JIPYTroe, 1a Bejib. .. 00-
I'l MAJIOCTHUBbIE, CTPAIIIHO-TO KaK !

Anlekp cagutcs psaoM co MHOM, OepeT pyky. Cxkumaio ero
naJIblibl, HE 3HAI0, YTO CKa3aTh. Bce cMoTpio Ha storo Crpaxka.
TeMHBIe KOPOTKHE BOJIOCHI, PE3KUE JIMHUU CKY/T. HeyTeiOumnBbIid,
noxoxe. Takue reun mupokue. .. mmpe, yem y Anekpa. Hy na,



BOMH *ke. [IpocTo HeNpUBBIYHO, 51 BOMM3U MYKYMH U HE BUjIENA
KaK CJIEAyeT.

Bce He Mory oTtopBathcsi, paccMaTpuBalo pesbedHyio purypy
1oJ| KoxkaHbiM HarpynHukoM. dopma umneparopa. Bisimanach
Thl, Ho31s1, O camylo MakyIleuky.

Pyku 10 mied OTKpBITHL, Aaxke Hapydeu HeT. [InoTHeie ko-
*kaHble mTanel. He 6oeBast (hopma, corpoBoaMTENIbHAS CKOpEe.
B3arisg cHoBa u CHOBa MOAHMMAETCSI K CBETSIIMMCS IJla3aM, Ha
MTHOBEHUE KaxeTcsl, OynTo u3rud ry0 Toxe JIerkuM OeJTbiM CBe-
TOM HAITOJIHSIETCS.

Cugut, Tak CIIOKOMHO KJIET, MOKa HACMOTPIOCh, YTO U Ca-
Ma yCroKauBaTbcsl HaUMHaI0. Bece paccmarpuBaio, He MOTy paso-
OpaThCsl B COOCTBEHHBIX SMOIIHUSX.

— Xouelllb, OTporau, He Kycaercs, — (ppIpkaeT AJekp.

I'nsixy Ha Hero. ['ma3za nocmeuBatotcs, 3ato CTpaxk HEMPOHU-
11aeM.

— Tol Begp caepxuib omaa, Hapcains? — qyaurcs jerkas 3a-
JIMPUCTOCTh B rosioce. CTPaHHO CIIBIIIATH TaKoe OOpaleHue K
3TOMY MyrawiieMy 4ejoBeky. HaBepHoe, oHM Xopoliive Apy3bsi.

apcaav

— KoHeuHO, MOM TIOBeJIUTE b, — OTBEYAIO.

OTnevarok JBUKEHUS, JIETKOE, HECMEJIOE IMPUKOCHOBEHHE
XOJIOJTHBIX MaJiblieB. HeXHBIX, TOHKHMX. DTO OYy/IET CIIOXKHEe, YeM
s qymait. Omaa pBeTcsl U3-10J1 KOHTPOJIsl, YCUJIMBASICh KeTaHU-
€M TIPUKOCHYThCS B OTBET, U3YUUTh BCE M3TMOBI €€ PyKH, JIUIIA,
TeJa... JUIsl HAC 3TO OJIMH U3 OCHOBHBIX CIIOCOOOB BUJIETh OKPY-



HKAIOIIKX.

Ee aypa HEOXHMIAHHO CIIOKOMHA, XOTS TOXOXKE, JEBYIIKE
crpamHo. HaBepHoe, ellie He 0co3Hasa, 4To u30paHa uMIiepaTo-
pom. Bripouem, 310 Benp noyetHo. TyT He 60sThCs, a paioBaTh-
cs1 HykHO. Ho esITo-KpacHbIX BCIOJIOXOB PajIoCTU TOXKE HE BU-
XY, Kak ¥ MypILypHOTrO TOP:KECTBA.

[Toenutenb NoAaeT 3HakK, B3jieTaeM. BonuTelb U3 MECTHBIX U
3pAYUI OXPAHHUK-MEHTAIbIIUK CaM OT/EIEeHbl IEPErOPOAKON.
Wx aypbl clIOKOIHBI, Bce 1oj] KoHTposieM. Eliie iBe MarinHbl co-
MIPOBOXK/ICHUS CJIEAYIOT 32 HAMH.

JleByIiKa BOCTOPKEHHO BCKpPHKUBaeT, Opocaercst K okHy. C
JIETKUM COKaJIEHHEM OIIYIIAl0, KaK BBITYCKAEeT MOIO PYKY.

— HpaBurca? — cripaimBaeTt noBejuTelb roJJ0COM JJOBOJIbHO-
o KOTa.

Toxe Opocato B3IJIsAA B OKHO. 3eMJIsl OTAAISACTCS, OCTaBJISIS
JAJIEKO BHU3Y TEMHBIE MATHA YYKUX SMOLIMW U pa3pylIEHHbIX
Hasiex 1. VI3BeuHast 3100a ¥ 3aBUCTh. XOPOITIO OBl OHA COTJIACH-
JIach cpazy B MMIIEPCKHUI OCOOHSIK, He3a4eM BO3BPAIaThCs B
3TOT HEKA3UCThIM JJOMUK, IJIE 32 Hee JaKe MOopaJoBaThCsl HE MO-
ryT. Bpouewm, 310 Benib ee nporwioe. C mpolibM CJI0KHO PBAaTh
CBSI3U.

— [lotpsicarorie. .. — 6opmoyer Hoammst. — Anekp... Wim Kak
Tam TeOsI. .. TO €CTh POCTHUTE. ..

BonHa sierkoro cMmyineHusi, KOpOTKUI B3IJIs/1 HAa UMIIEpaTopa
— 1 CHOBAa BCE€ BHMMaHMe IpoucxosineMy 3a okHoM. Onpene-
JIEHHO, TyJa el cMOTpeTh uHTepecHee. [louemy-To xouercs 3a-



cMesThes. Kakercsi, Hatll oBesIuTe b 00ECKypaXkeH.

— Wnnapuanap, — MOACKa3bIBAET UMIIEPATOP BECEJO.

7Kainb, He Mory uuTath Mo, Ho MOCKOJBKY 3Hal0 €ro Jiet
JecsTh — C TeX MOp, KaK OH ObUI eIlle MOJPOCTKOM, a S TOJb-
KO-TOJIBKO TOMNAaJI B JINYHYIO CTPaKy MPEIbIAYIIEro MOBEIUTeNs
— MOYTH YBEPEH, YTO ITO HE AOJKHO MPUUTUCH EMY IO HPABY.
OH BCIIBUTBUMB U MOPOIO KECTOK, U HUKOTJA HE Tepren K cede
HEIMOYTUTEILHOTO OTHOIIICHMS.

— OOMaHbBIBaTh HEXOPOIIIO, — CeTyeT ¢ Jerkon odumorr Ho-
M.

Wnnapuanap Oeper ee pyKy — IMouyeMy-TO UyBCTBYIO JABHKeE-
HUe cuibHee oObraHOro. IlomHocHUT K rybaM M M3 MOUX CHO-
Ba pBeTcs oMaa. [IpukpbiBal0 HA MTHOBEHUE IJ1a3a, YIUIOTHSIO
omaa, MOYTH OTKJII0Yasl HEHY:KHbIE SMOLMH. Tenepb XOpoulo,
CITIOKOWHO, MpaKThuecku Oe3pa3nmmyno. [ToMHI0, 4TO mpuaercs
MOTOM pacIllauuBaThCsl, HO YeM pacruiauuBaiorcs 3a cuiy Crie-
nble CTpaxky — TOJNBKO UM M U3BecTHO. [Lmoc B Tom, 4TO 3TO
CJIMIIIKOM MHIWBUAYAJIBHO, U 1axe npyrue CTpaxu HUKOIJA He
Y3HAIOT. Y KaXKA0ro MO-CBOEMY.

— 41 momxeH ObLT yBEPUTHCS B CBOEM BHIOOpE.

— 3a tpu aHA? — B rosioce Hoanmmu takoe HejoymeHue.

3auem oHa ero 3:nur? Brpouem, mo-moemy, HE HapOYHO
— IPOCTO TOBOPUT YTO AymaeT. Bce BHMMaHue MO-TMpexHe-
My 3a OKHOM. Pa3HorBeTHbIe (pOHTaHBI BOCTOpPra MpeodiaaroT.
Heysxenu gaxe HaJ MBICISIME O MPECTOSIIEH CBabOe, epees-
ne? Iloxoxxe, oHa ele He MOHsJIa, YTO C TOro MOMEHTA ee *KU3Hb



TIOJTHOCTBIO TIepeMeHUTCsl. XOTs JOJKHA Obl, 0 BHIOOpE UMITepa-
TPUIIBI 3HAIOT BCE.

WuTepecHo, MOXET Ji OHa eMy OTKa3ath? Hukorga He mpen-
nojiaraji TakOM BO3MOKHOCTU, HO C 3TOW CTPAHHOM JIEBYIIIKOM,
KaKeTcs1, BEpOSATHO uTo yromHo. OnuH ee «[IpuBeT» nmMrieparo-
py AHO 4ero CTOMT.

['me-to mIyOOKO BHYTPM CHOBa IPOCKAJIBb3bIBACT JKEJIAHHE
YABIOHYTHCS, HO OMaa CIEPKUBAET KPEMKO, JIUITh MOy U Ha-
omogam, He 3a0bpiBas 3a00TUTLCI O OezomacHoCcTH. OIHAKO,
31ech HUYero v HUKoro. [onetsl Ha Omkaiiime 1Ba yaca 3arpe-
IIEHBI — MECTHOE TTPABUTEJILCTBO PACTIOPSAUIIOCH, YTOOBI TOCTh
CMOT' BJIOBOJIb HACTAIUThCs HeOecHOW Mporyikoil. B gocsrae-
MBIX IpeJieax TOJIbKO Hallu.

— MHe u 0OgHOro J0CTaTO4HO, MOsI MpekpacHas mpu. Ho B
9TOM BOIPOCE HEJb3sI OIIMOUTHCSI, TIOTOMY 51 P JaTh HaM C
TOOOI HEMHOTO BPEMEHH.

Jlerkas HeoBepumBas psiOb, OMHAKO JEBYIIIKA HUYETro OO0JIb-
111e He TOBOPUT. Bce cMOTPUT B OKHO.

— Kyna 1h1 X0Tes1a 661 mosietets? CrienuaabHO /1151 HaC pacum-
CTUJIM He0O, — roJI0C MMITepaTopa CHOBA MSTOK.

Bo3MOXHO 1111, 9TO U y HEro 3apoinjIoCch Kakoe-TO YyBCTBO,
cumnarus? OH, KOHEYHO, He Mpu3HaeTcs. Brpouem, He Moero
yma neno. Criexy 3a ee aypoid — HO SMOIIUU OCTaBJISIOT JIUIIIb
JIETKHE CJIe/Ibl, Bce OBICTPO BO3BpAIIAETCS K CIIOKOMHOMY CHHE-
My IIBETY.

Hosausa



— A morom? — cripaimBap Ha BCSIKUNA CTyvai.

Xouercsl yclblaTh, YTO OTBE3ET MeHsI 0OpaTHo, a He MoTa-
IIUT KyJa-HUOYIb K ceOe. CHOBa CTpaIlHO, OTBOPAYNBAIOCH K OK-
Hy. Jlyx 3axBarbiBaeT! Yiu 3akJiaiblBaeT, )KUBOT MOIBOIUT, HO
oHo Toro crout! Kak e KpacuBo Bce CMOTPUTCSL OTCIO[a CBEP-
xy! Kospio craporo roposa, HoBasi pe3uIeHINS PAaBUTEILCTBA
— OrpOMHBIE TeppuTOopuu 1o Oeperam Cutpu, (paHTACTUUYECKUIA
OCOOHSIK /7151 TOcTeil Ao B TIyOMHE MapKa y camMoro 3ajuBa.
ComHeuHbIe JTyuH MPeIOMJISIOTCS B 00J1aKax, Bpe3aeMcsl B OTHO
U3 HUX, CMEIOCh OT BOCTOPra U CTpaxa.

[TonHumaeMcs Bblllle, TaK U XOUETCs MPBITHYTh B 3Ty MyIIIU-
CTYyIO0 Maccy, CJIOBHO TepuHY, U 0aloBaThCsi, OUTHCS MOYIIIKA-
MHu. .. [IbITalock noiiMarhk CTpaHHOE NMPOMEJIbKHYBIIIEE UyBCTBO,
B MMAHCHOHE Mbl HUKOT/Ia He OMJIUCH MOYIIIKAMU — Y KaXKIOH Jie-
BOYKM CBOSI KOMHATa, M Oerath Jpyr K JAPYry HOUbIO CTPOro-Ha-
CTPOTO 3aIpeILEHO.

— Ecimm xouemb, MoxxeM cpa3dy noexaTh kO MHe. [loaroro-
BUIIILCS K IEPEMOHUM MTPEACTABIICHUSI.

— IlpencraBnenus? — NbITalOCh BCIIOMHUTb, YTO TaM 3a Liepe-
MOHUU, HUKOT/1a 3TUM BOIIPOCOM HE MHTEPECOBAIACH, BCET/1a Ka-
3aJ10Ch, UTO Y’ MEHSI-TO B KU3HU HE KOCHETCSI.

— CHayana Tebst IpeICTaBsIT 3/1eCh KaK MOIO Oy/IylIyio Cynpy-
Iy, — TepIeauBo 00bsiCHsIeT Al. .. To ectb Mnnapuanap. [To-moe-
My, ero Bce 1o 3a0aBisieT. Moxer, 11yTka Takasi? — Byaer rnpir-
Hasl IEPEMOHU I, MPAKTUYECKH CBaIb0a — [Tl BCEX TeX, KOMY He
CyKJIeHO MoObIBaTh Ha Hactosimei. [lorom nmoenem B Afo. o



3aBepIlIEHUs] BU3UTA MOXUBEIb BO IBOPLE... B CMBICIIE B TOM
0COOHsIKe, YTO HaM BbifesieH. B Xaipame mpoiiner okoHJaTe N b-
Hasl IEPEMOHMU I, COBMEIIIEHHAs! C KOPOHOBAHUEM.

KoponoBanuem?! B cronuuie Aiio?! bpea kakon-to! [la ¢ yero
OHH BOOOIIIE penviii, Oy/ITO U3 MEeHsI BBIIET XOpOIIlasi UMIiepa-
TPHUIIA, 5 K€ HE 3HAI0 HUYero?! ToMy ke, HABEpPHOE, C POXK/e-
HUs yuuTbcs HyxHO! [la 1 BooOI1ie, Tak rOBOpUT, OYJTO BCe yxke
peuni. HukTo e Huuero He oObsiBIIsiI!

— Her! — BeippiBaercs y MeHs. — §1 He Xxouy ye3xkars!

—Mwmwm. .. — Unnapuanap ymsioaercst HEOKUIAHHO JTACKOBO. —
PasBe He noHsuia eme? Tol Most n30paHHMIIA. BooOime-To st Obu1
YBEpEeH, 4TO JaBHO 000 BceM joraganiack. Thl ke kJ1ana MeHs ?

— Anekpa xnana, — Oypkaio. — M3 cBUTHI nMIiepaTopa.

— Tem niennee, npasa, dapcans? {4 et moHpaBuics gaxe 6e3
CBOETO THUTYJIa U TIOJIOKEHHUSI.

— Ho 51 He cobupasiach HUKYyJa €XaTbh, — MBITAIOCh BO3PA3UTh.

— Hoanug, — cranpHON B3DIAM, KeJie3HbIN royoc. — C 3Toro
JIHSI THI HE CMeelllb MHE MepeunThb. SIcHO?

— Ho... — tepstock, He 3HaI0, YTO cKa3aTh. B rooBe He ykia-
neiBaerc!

— ThvI HOJKHA OTBEYaTh: «SICHO, MOU ITOBEJIUTEIIb> .

— Thl HEe MOV TIOBEJIMTEITh, — OT3BIBAIOCH OBICTPEE, YeM ycIie-
Bal0 COOOPa3UTh, KOMY 3TO TOBOPIO.

— CKOpO ThI CTaHelllb MOEM KEHOH, U 51 HAJIel0Ch, YTO HE M0-
KaJiero 0 cBoeM BhIOope. Jlapcanb ocraHeTcst ¢ TOOOM, OTHBIHE
OH OyZIeT TBOUM JIMYHBIM OXpaHHMKOM. Beerna u Besse.



Bpocato B3msan Ha Crpaxa, yxac kakou! Heyxemn Oyner
HEOTIYYHO CJIEJ0BATh?

— 4l He naBasa cornacusi! — BO3MYIIAIOCh.

— Hoanus, s1 0TKa30B He MPUHUMAIO, — IPOU3HOCUT MSITKO, HO
TOH OyKBaJIbHO mpoOupaet. — JKeHrmHa, n30paHHasi UMIIepaTo-
poMm, efieT ¢ HuM. ITo 3aKkoH. He mogo3peBait, 4ro y Koro-HuOyab
MOT'YT BOBHUKHYTh BO3pPaXKEHUSI, — CHOBA MUJIasi 00€30pyKH1Ba-
onfas yasioka. — Uro teds1 He ycTpanBaet?

Coo011ath, 4TO s €ro He OO0, KaK-TO TPy0o... A 4TO JI0
YEepPTUKOB CTPAIITHO — TOPJOCTh HE TIO3BOJISIET.

— DTO0 BCe CIUIIKOM HEOKHUJAHHO. .. — OOPMOUY.

— IIpuBbIKHEIIb.

— MHe Hy’KHO MOAYMAaTh. .. IOMPOIIATHCS. .. BEIIIU COOPaTh. ..

— Y 1ebs Oyzer Bce HEOOXOAMMOE.

—Ho...

— Hoanus, g ornyity Tedsi, KOHEYHO — U MPUBBIKHYTb, U T0-
npomarbcesi. Ho ¢ omHuM yciioBrueM: Thl Tenepb MOsi HEBECTa, 1
JOJDKHA BECTU ceOs COOTBETCTBEHHO. Beslb THI ke HE XOuYelllb,
YTOOBI $I HaIlIesI IPYTylo UMIepaTpuiry?

Xouy, BooOIe-t0. Ho Tak OH 3TO TOBOPUT... 3ByYUT Kak
yrpo3sa.

— Ho s He HeBecra. ..

— Jaii pyky, — ObICTpee, YeM yCIieBao cooOpa3uTh, pa3Bopa-
YyKrBaeT K cede MoIo JIaJIoHb. — [lapcab.

— U3BuHuTe, MOs rocroxa, Oyner HeMHOTO OOJBHO, — OTBE-
9aeT ToT.



Briepsbie cibiity rojoc. HopMasbHbii, 4e10BEYECKUiA, OUEHb
Jaxe npuATHbIM. CMOTPIO € y’KacoM, IOHMMAIO, YTO HAYETO HE
cMmory cnenarb. [IpuknaaeiBaer naien K jJaJoHu, JeUCTBUTEb-
HO TIeYeT, He TaK YTOObI HETePIUMO, HEMPUATHO ciierka. MrHo-
BEHUE, U Ha HEU CBETJIbIM 3HAK... KaXeTCs, 3HaK MMIIepaTopa.
CnoBHO ropsiasi pyHa, Tpy MalllMHAJIbHO — OCO3HAI0, YTO HE
CMBITh HE CTEPETD. . .

apcaav

HeBy1ika 6pocaeT TakoU B3IJISIL — CIIUIIIKOM Oy TUMBIN JAaxe
1Uist MeHs1. PacTepsiHHBIN, OECTIOMOIIHBIA, pocuTebHbIN. OHa
BCE elle He MOHUMAET.

[IpocTtH, MOs rocnioxka, yxe BCsl CBUTa UMIIEpaTopa 3HAET, UTO
HeBecTa BbiOpaHa. [pyrue CTpaxu MOATBEPIWIIN — TBOSI aypa
JUTsI IOBEJIUTEIS ujeasibHa. Eciu Obl 1 MOT MIPEIIONIOKHUTE. .. HO
ceryac crieury CKpenuTh col3, noka Mitapuanap He nepeny-
MaJl, He OTKa3aJjcs OT CTPONTUBOM keHbl. OH IEMICTBUTEIBHO HE
MPUHUMAET OTKA30B, HEe JOMYCTUII Obl TOIOOHOTO M030pa.

Cuia Tosi KOHTPOJIeM, OJJHAKO B IIyOWHE TYIIN IIeBETUTCS
HE’KeJIaHUe OCTaBJIATD MpecBaeOHy0 METKY. JleByIKa He KpH-
YUT, HE Nyraercs NpUKOcHOBeHHUs. OMaa Tak U pBETCS [ajb-
11e, NOAHATBCS MO PYKe, UCCIeoBaTh KOHTYpbl. OTKAT rpsaer
HECITa0bIi.

— Bonpocor 6ostbiiie Het? — ynbiOaeTcst Mapuanmp.

— W uro... Teneps?

— V¥ Hac el1ie noyitopa 4yaca, Moe Ipe/iyIokeHne B cuiie. Y Te0st
e, HaBepHoe, ObUTH U Ipyrve MeuThl? BeiOupaii, Kyga Xodelb



TMOJIETETh.

— JloMoii x0uy, — TOCKJIUBO OTBOpauuBaeTcsi K okHy Hoamust.

— V T1ebs Takoe Jmiio, OyATO HEe UMIIepaTpPUIICH CTaHEellb, a
palObIHel B Ooprenie, — cMeeTcsl TOBEJIUTEb.

Hosaus

HleficTBUTENBHO, UTO 3TO 51. K uemy npuBbIKIIa 3a TOIBI KU3HU
y Majiam J’kaHc, Tak 9TO K TOMY, YTO HUKTO HU C KEM He HSHYMT-
Csl M HEe YrOBapuBaeT. A y)X UMIlepaTop TeM OoJjiee eBa JIu STUM
CTaHeT 3aHUMaThCsl. BOT 1 ceiluac B ero clioBax CHOBa CKpbITast
yrpo3a. O3H00 1o KOXke, XOTs 1 6e3 TOro 3s10KO.

Ho Benmp Mor ke BbIOpaTh U3 AEBYIIEK, KOTOPbIC BIAJIAIOT B
911hOPHI0 OT OTHON MBICIH, Ha BCE TOTOBBIX, JIMIIL Obl YAOCTO-
UTHCS XOTb B3MJISAA, U YK MAKCUMYM YCHITUI TIPUJIOKUBIIHUX ObI,
TOJILKO OBbI CTaTh WIeTbHBIMU CITy THUATIAMH !

— Ilouemy 51?7 — crpammBato Tiuxo. Wnapuanap ynasioaercs,
MIPUKACAETCs MAJIbIIAMU K ILEKE.

— Thl MHe OHpaBWJIack. Pa3ee 3toro masno?

— Ilonarao, mano, — Beny miedyamu. — OTBETCTBEHHOCTb
Be/lb. ..

— Bounibest He cipaBuTbesA? — CHOBA YbIOAETCHI.

Kugaio Hecmeno. U storo Toxe.

— He 6oiics, TeOs1 mOAroTOBAT, BCe OOBSACHAT. S y3HaBaI, ca-
MOMY [JIABHOMY Bac OOyUYWJIM, B TOM YKCJIe M Pa3IUYHBIM pa3-
HOBUJIHOCTSIM 3THKeTa, 6a30Bble 3HaHUs Aanu. OcranbHOe Jer-
k0. Thl, BEpoOsATHO, IPOCTO IMOKUpoBaHa. JlaBaii 1 oTBe3y TeOs
nomoi. [Tpunems B ceds. A 3aBTpa MPOJOIIKUM, YKe KaK MofI0-



0aeT UMIIepaTOPCKOU YeTe.

— 3aBTpa? — myraichs.

— Haneroch, nas xBatut?

— A s cMOry moToM elie. .. 3aluTu?

— Hosnus, Hy s ke He u3Bepr Kakou. Y Bac 4TO TYT, HAMU
JeTe MyTraiT?

— EcTh HEMHOTO, — CMeI0Ch, UTOOBI HEe pacIllakaThCsl.

— KoHneuHo, cMoskelb Che3auTh, KyJa 3axodelib. Ho xuth Oy-
Jeb TaM, T/Ie ¥ HAAJIEKUT OyayIlei umMrneparpuiie.

— A kak nonobaet? — uHTepecych. Mapuanip MOpIIUTCS,
KQKETCSI, C HEKOTOPBIM pa3ipakeHUEM.

— Hapcanb Tede 00bsICHUT, — KuBaeT Ha CTpaxa.

Uro-T0 MHE yXke U MOJIET HE B Pa/lOCTh.



I'”TABA YETBEPTA{

apcaav

Wmniepatop norisiibiBaeT Ha MEXaHUUYECKUE Yachl — Jpyrue
Ha Halllel CTOPOHE He JEUCTBYIOT. TUX0e paBHOMEPHOE TUKAaHbE,
yeTKasi paboTa TOYHOTO YCTPOWCTBA, UeaIbHO BCTPAUBAIOIIIETO-
cs1 B oMmaa. JIioOmo Bely, KOTOpbie JIETKO OMO3HABATh M OIIly-
1aTh.

Jleraewm erie MUHYT COpOK, TIPEkK/IE YeM CBOpaIMBaEM 00part-
Ho. B canone tmxo. Hoanus, moxosxke, CBHIKAeTCS ¢ HOBOM MH-
(popmarment. nnapuanap MOTYNT, JIETKHE MEHTAJIbHBIE CTPYU —
BUAMMO, PEIaeT HACYIIIHbIE BOIPOCH YePe3 MEHTAJIBIIIUKOB.

— §1 paccunthBal0 Ha TeOs, — cOOOIIAET, HAKOHEIl, HEBECTe,
KOTJIa TPaBUKap UAET HAa CHUKEHMUE.

Hosnusa noBopaunBaetcs K Hemy, (PUOJIETOBBIN HENPUSI3HEH-
HBII B3MJISA B MOIO CTOpoHy. HaBepHoe, Aymaer, 4To CleuTh
Oymy. Bripouem, Oymy, koHeuHO. OTIIEYaTOK KMBKA.

— TeGe uTo-HUOYIL HYXKHO? — MHTEpecyeTcs umnepatop. Jler-
KM BCIUIECK CMHEW aypbl, CIOBHO JEBYIIKA XOYET YTO-TO CKa-
3aTh, HO OCTaHABIIMBAET cama ceOsi. Ml oTBevaeT coBceM MHOE:

— U3 TOro, 4to Hy’,KHO MHE, y MEHsI BCE €CTh. A U3 TOTO, YTO
noHao0uTcs umreparpuiie... Japcanb emie HU4Yero He oObsic-
HUIL.

Wmnepatop u3iydaer Jierkoe HeAOBOJIbCTBO, HO CKOpee Io-
KazHoe. 3aXOTH OH, YTOOBI S TIPSIMO 3[IeCh PACCKa3bIBaJ, OTAAT



Obl mpuKa3 wHavye. M 4To ke TOOOW JBWIKET, IIPU: HEKeJaHUe
BUJIETh MEHS PSIJIOM, WJIH TOTBITKA YCTAHOBUThH HEPAPXUIO?

JleBy1ika OpocaeT UCIyraHHBIA B3IV, TIOXOXKE, MO efl He
1O JIyIIIe.

— B Hosane Hapcaib OyeT mocTosIHHO Mpu Tede, a AoMa, eClT
3axOuelllb, MOXKeIlb ero CMeHUTb. [lociie cBabObl, KOHEYHO.

Omymano eme OIuH B3MJIs, CACPKUBAIO PBYIIMIACA OMaa.
3710 MO¥ eIUHCTBEHHBIN 11aHC, pu. He xoTtenock Ob1 60pOThes
3a HEero ¢ TOOOM.

['paBuKap ormyckaercsi, OCTaHABJIMBAETCS. BBIXOXY TMEpBbIM,
OTKPBIBAIO ABEpb. VIMIlepaTop TOXe pellaeT MOoyXakKMBaTh 3a
HeBecTol, nojaeT pyky. OtcBer yibiOku, Hoamus Gnaropapur.

— 3aBTrpa... OnMKe K Beuepy 3aelly 3a TOOOM, — rooc umre-
paropa Jiyue3apeH, CJIOBHO OHH TOJIBKO UTO HE eXad B BS3KOU
THIIINHE, & BECEJIO U CYACTIIMBO BPeMs IIPOBO/IUIIN.

— TouHoe Bpems y3HaTh MOKHO?

— Coo0mry, — moBenuTeNb OpocaeT Ha MeHsl OTUYETIMBBHIN
B3IJISA]I, KMBalo. — byny ®nate BcTpeun!

Hosnmust Momuurt, B T1yOMHE TYIIHA MOJHUMAET TOJIOBY JIABHO
3ajyllIeHHas TOCKA MO 3peHUI0. YBUIETh Obl ee u1o. Bripouem,
aypa To-TpekHeMy TMOUTH CIMOKOWHA, JIETKKE TOPBIBbI SMOIUI
OBICTPO PACTBOPSIIOTCS.

Wnnapuanap JOBOAUT HEBECTY 1O ABepy MaHcuoHa. OTKpBI-
Bal0, HO BHYTPb HE 3aXO/IUT, JIMIIb MOJHOCUT K Ty0aMm ee pyKy.

— Ilo 3aBTpa, — CJIOBA AAIOTCS JIEBYIIIKE HEJIETKO, CTIEIINT YUTH.

Wny 3a Heu, MpocMaTpuBalo 3aHUE, ITPUBBIYHO CIEKY U 3a



WnnapuanapoM, MoKa cagutcsi B MallIMHY.

B xomne vukoro, Hosmmio, moxoxe, Tak ObICTPO HE KIAJTH.
Ecmu BooOmie knamu. [Toutn Bce B 0OeieHHOM 3aJie 3a JIJTMH-
HBIM CTOJIOM, MPUCIYIIUBAIOCHh K 3ByKaM M oiyiieHusM. Cyns
10 BCEMY, 0OCYKIAI0T KaK pa3 rnocieanue HoBoct. Hoanus cne-
IIUT TI0 JIECTHHIIE, JePXKYCh YyTh 1M03a1u. BOeraer B KOMHary,
3aXJIOIBIBACT TIepe/io MHOM JiBepb. OCTaHABIMBAIOCh.

Permato 060iiTH MaHCKOH, UCccea0BaTh CBOMM oMaa. OnacHo-
CTU He YYBCTBYIO, Ha yuile ABoe ClenbIX U 4eTBepo 3psSInX Ha
CKPBITBIX TTO3UIIUSIX, HE TIOITYCTAT HUKOTO TIOI03PUTEIIHHOTO.

OJ1HY KEHIIHBI )KUBYT, TaK HEMPUBBIYHO! Aypbl, 3a11axu, ro-
Jloca JEUCTBYIOT MOYTHU OTbSIHSIONIE, €CJIM He TPUCMATPUBATHCS
K 1IBeTaM. Bripouem, oHU 371eCch HE caMble YKacHbIE, BCTIOMHUTD
xots1 Os1 Tiipu [llapaccy.

HecnertHo 06x0Xy /10M, MOMagaoch Ha r71a3a KaKoi-To He3a-
JaYWIMBOM IEBYOHKE — OIIyIIaeT BU3rOM, YHOCUTCS K CBOEH Ma-
nam. Ho, kak HU CTpaHHO, He BHIOETaloT Bcel I'ypbhOOi MOryas3eTh,
TUXOHBKO U3 3aJia MOCMATPHUBAIOT, HE HaBSA3bIBasiCh. MHe 31ech
HPaBUTCS.

BosBpammaiocs k nepu Hoamuu, npukiaapiBaio jJajoHb. 3a-
NepTO — YETKHE KOHTYPhl MEXaHUYECKOrO YCcTpoiicTBa. Bexim-
nbl. MOTy ¥ TYT TIOCTOSITh, JJIs1 MeHsI OCOOCHHOW Pa3HMIIbI HET,
TeM OoJjiee B TAKOM MTPOHUIIAEMOM CTPOEHHH.

3amMupalo, yxokKy B co3eplaTesbHblil pexuM. MoxeT, BCio
HOYb CTOSITh TIPUAETCS, HY)KHO CHJIBI 9KOHOMUTD J1a HE JOIyC-
KaTh MpekIeBpeMeHHOro oTkaTa. He ceiiuac.



OnHAKO MPOXOAUT HEMHOTMM OOJIbIIIE Yaca, KOT/Ia MOsIBIISIeT-
cs1 eme ofHa aypa. B menom mpusiTHas1, 1BeTa Mo OOJbIIel Ya-
CTU CBETJIbIe U SIpKME, TEMHBIX M MYTHBIX coBceM Majio. [1paB-
14, TUIOTHBIE TIsITHA OOMAHOB Y TaiiH NOPTAT KapTuHy. MHTEpec-
HO ObLJIO OBl B HEH TIOKOMAThCS, TPOOMTHCS Ha OoJiee TTyOoKHe
CJIOU... J1a HEJIb34 ITPOCTO TaK.

[TputopmMaxvBaeT B HECKOJIBKUX IT1arax, BOJIHbBI HEMPUS3HH,
OTBpAIllEHUs1, TOYTU HEHaBUCTU. He npuBbIKaTh.

IIBepb PHIBKOM OTKPBIBAETCS.

— DT0 KO MHe! — ¢ HEKOTOPBIM BBI30BOM coodmaetr Hoamus,
Opocaetcst Briepe]], 0OOHUMAeT rocThio. — Tepecusi! — pyiiaer.

3arackuBaeT ee K cebe, CHOBA OIIYIIAI0 TOUYTH MaTepUalIbHbIe
B3MJISIBL. 3aX0XKYy CJIeJIOM, Helib3sl MHE TeOsl HM C KEM HaeJiHe
OCTaBJIATD.

Hosaus

VY Tepecuun mia3za KpacHble, MEHsI TOXE UYTO-TO Pa3Be3Jo. ..
Kazanoce Obl, paioBaTbhcst HY’)KHO, HO MEPCHEKTHUBA MOE3/IKU TaK
myraer!

Bpocato B3 Ha CTpaxka, HOHMMAIO: OH BCETO JIMIIb UCIIOJ-
HsIET NIPUKa3bl, HO BCE PAaBHO, MOUTH HeHaBu:Ky! Eciu Obl He 9Ta
€ro MeTKa, MOXKET, yIaJI0Ch Obl KAK-TO JIOTOBOPUTHCS. .. HY ITyCTb
OBl UMITEpATOp CaM CKazall, uTo He moaxoxy! I'opmocTs Hamen-
THIBA€T — pa3 CMEIINJI, HABEPHOE, 51 eMy AEUCTBUTEIIBHO MOHPa-
Buiach. OH xe umrneparop, He OyIeT ke 10 IPOCchO CHUCXOAUTD !
A Bce paBHO OIIYyIlIEHUE IPALYIIUX IEPEMEH U HEM3BECTHOCTU
crpaiHee. S yxe Kak-TO CMUPHJIACh, 4TO 3aMy:K He BbiiTh. Ha-



Jesyiach, KOHEUHO, BCTPETUTh TOTO, KTO OLIEHWT U MOJIOOUT. . .

— Hapcanb, BaM 00sI3aTeTBHO CTOSITH TIPSIMO 371€Ch? — PUCKYIO
CITPOCUTb.

Berblii cBeT B IM1a3ax 3aropaercs sipue, Kaxercs, Jaxe u3 ryo
BBIPBIBAETCSI, KOI/Ia MPUOTKpbIBaeT. JKyTkoe 3penuiiie, He repe-
JEPHYTHCS OB

— 41 He noMkKeH OCTaBIATh BaC HU C K€M, MOsI TOCIIOXka, — OT-
BEYaeT.

— OH Bce paBHO HAac YCJIbIIIUT, XOTh U3 IPYroro KOHIA 1I0Ma, —
B31bixaeT Tepecusi. OTXOOUT K OKHY, IOCTAeT MOTEPTYIO TPYOKY.

— Yro MHe ienarh? — MpUOIMKAIOCH, CIPAITMBAIO0 TOCKJIUBO.

— A 4TO TYT caenaelib, — MPOU3HOCUT oOpedeHHo. — Tebs Te-
niephb I7ie YrogHO HalayT, mpaBaa, lapcanb? — Opocaer Ha HEero
B3IVISAA.

Crpax KuBaer:

— KoneuHno. [lesio BpeMeHu.

— 3aromHu, JeBOYKa, UMIIEpaTOpy HYXkEH HaciaeaHuk. Ecim
3a OmKaiie HECKOJbKO MecsIieB Te0e He yaacTces 3abepeme-
HETh... OT TeOs MoCTapaTCs N30aBUTHCS U MPHUEAYT 32 HOBOW
UMIIepaTpuULIEe.

— Kak u36aButbcs? — myraioch.

— Maso mu! HecuacTtHblii cityyaii, OOBUHEHHE B TIpeaaTesib-
CTBE — y UMIIepaTopa BOZMOKHOCTEH MHOTO. 3arlOMHH, peOeHOK
— tBOg 3amumTal U To0...

— Yro?

— Huuero, — cHoBa u cHOBa B3ApbIxaeT Tepecus. Hy 3auem ona



MeHs 3amnyruBaet? f u Tak 6010ch 10 6e3ymus!

He ynepxusatocs, cmotpio Ha Hapcans — Ctpax HelmpoHuLa-
€M, JIWIITb 3TOT OCJIBIA CBET OYATO KMBET COOCTBEHHOM KU3HBIO.

— OH oTIycTUI MeHs1 10 3aBTpa, — FTOBOPIO THUXO.

Tepecus KuBaeT, pacKypuBaeT, 3akauummBaercs. OTmaxvBa-
€TCs pyKOH OT CHA30r'0 JIbIMa.

— Ho 51 e cMory nipuriacuth Te0s1 ¢ coooi? B 0cOOHSIK. . . win
B Ali0? — TaK OTYASTHHO XOUETCsI, YTOOBI XOTh KTO-TO OBLT psIIOM !

— Ox, Hoamus. 51 He cmory ¢ ToOoM moexars, IeBOYKa MOSI.

UyTh HE cppIBaETCSA «1O4YeMy ?». OTBOpPaUYHUBAIOCh, 3aKYChIBAIO
ry0y. Ecii yx oHa MeHs1 K ceOe He 3a0paya, TO KTO sl Takas,
9yTOOBI paJy MEHS eXaTh B UyXkyio cTpany? Haiiner cede nqpyroro
pebGeHka Ha norieuyeHue. Besib 3a00THTHCA U31aJIeKa BCer/ia Impo-
mie. Cnacu0o ¥ Ha TOM.

— IIpoctu, Mmos kpacaBuua.

Cunum BMecTe 10 Beuepa. Tak XOuyeTcsi CHOBa IMPHUKAThCS,
KaK B JIETCTBE, OLIyTUTh CYXYI0O MOPILIMHUCTYIO PYKY Ha BOJIOCaX.
[IpuBbIUHBIN 3aMax JUMOHHOH LEPbI OTIAET TOPbKUM MPUBKY-
coM pacctaBaHusl. TOJBKO celyac OCO3HAI0 B TMOJTHOWM Mepe ee
CJIOBA, YTO MPEACTOUT OCTAThCSl COBEPIIIEHHO OIHOM Cped 4y-
xux moaer! HyxHo Kak-To K 3ToMy npuBbikaTh. [1paB Wnnapu-
aHjIp, 51 BCe-TaKU CTaHy UMIIEPATPULIEH, HE KeM TOMaJo.

— JIOJIKHBI ke OBITh KaKHe-TO TUTIOCHI, — YCMEXaloCh, HE ClIep-
KaBIIUCh. — W JKEHUX Yy MEHSI KPACUBBIN.

— Monopen, — cornamaercst Tepecusi. — [Tmockl Bcerna Mox-
Ho Haiitu. Kak cpa3y ceOst mocTaBuilib, Tak K Tede u OyIyT OTHO-



cutbes. M pacrnionokeHre uMriepatopa Teoe Terepb TepsiTh Hellb-
351. OH — crJla B CBOEM IrOCYJapCTBeE.

Bpocatwo B3misi Ha Jlapcais, a Kak s ceOs OCTaBuIIa, UHTe-
pecHo? Bnpouem, Miapuanp ke ckazai, YTO CMOTY 3aMEHUTb.
[Noxanyi, Tak u caenaro.

K Beuepy oHa Bce-Taku yXOAWT, OOEIIaeT 3aBTpa C yTpa 3a-
[JISIHYTh. X0XKY IO KOMHATe, HE MOTY TTOBEPUTh, YTO MOCIEHION
HOYb Oy/1y 3/1€Ch!

— Yro MHE B3SITh... UTO MOHAMOOMTCSA? — MHTEPECYIOCh Y
Crpaxa.

— Teruble Bemu, Mos rocrioxka. Ha nmepeBasiax ObIBaeT X0JIO-
HO. DTO €C/Id BaM HETIPEMEHHO XOUETCS UTO-TO B3$ITh, ITOBEJIU-
TeJIb 03a00TUTCS O BaieM Komdopre.

[Monxoky K mosyke. YueOHUKH, HaBepHOe, He ripuroasarcs. Jla
¥ KHATH Y MajgaMm JlxaHc oOIme, OT CTapIivuX MIIAJIIIMM Tepe-
natorcsl. Kak v urpyiiku. bepy B pyku €IMHCTBEHHYIO KYKJTy —
camblil iepBbId Tiogapok Tepecun. Kak ke s Oblia Torjga cuacr-
muBa! Mecsl ¢ Hel He paccTaBaiack. BoT ee TOJIbKO U MOry 3a-
OpaTb.

[Tpwxumalo K cebe, ONIyIIa ropsure cae3bl Ha mmekax. Yro-
TO C IUIIOCAMU HE OYEeHb CKJIaApIBaeTcs. Bripouem, Asima npaga,
HaBepHOe. Yero Obl 51 JOCTUIJIA B Hosane? A B Aiio OTKPBIBAIOT-
Csl COBEPIIIEHHO HOBBIE MEPCIIEKTHUBHI.

Bpocaio B cyMKy Bce Bellld — MajJjaM MHOTJIa BBIBO3WJIA HAC
Ha HECKOJIbKO JTHE Kyaa-HUOYIb OTIOXHYTb, CyMKa HeOOJbIIas,
HO M BEIlleM y MEHsS He MHOro. Bapyr Bce-Taky He MOTy4YUTCS



3a0epeMeHeTh, XOTh OyIeT ¢ YeM TOMBITaThCs cOekaTh. Kumawo
B3I Ha lapcans, HaelCh, OH MBIC/IA HE YUTAET?

Cryk B aBepb, CTpak OTKpbIBaeT. JIerkuil BCKpUK, TOPOIUIU-
BbI€ YIAJIAIOIIMECS 1IATH.

— Bcex nonpyr MHe pacmyraete, — Opocato. Bripouem, kakue
K€ OHU TIOAPYTH.

— IIpocrute, MoA rocnoxa.

[lo31HO yXke, X0y 10 KOMHATe, BCE HaJIel0Ch MTPOCHYThes. He
MOTY TIOBEPUTb.

PenmrenpsHO HanpaBiAoCch K Magam [kaHC, HAXOXKy €€ BHU-
3y, B Oubnnoreke. YUTo-To UITIET MEX CTeJUIaxex.

— Hoanus! — yneioaercs. — Hy kak Bbi?

10 ee «BbI» JIEASIHON BOJIHOM OKATHIBAET.

— Bce xopomo, — orBeyarn. — Xortena y3Harb... Y BacC €CTb
KaKue-HUOyJb 3alvCH TPUE3IOB MPEbIAYIIUX UMIEPaTOpOB,
npeacBacOHOM 1IepeMOHUN ?

— ¥ MeHs Her, oTKyAa. .. Ho B Marasune manam Jlonep MoxHO
Hauth. I[logroroButbcs xoture?

KuBaio ¢ HEKOTOPbIM CMYIIEHUEM.

— [lonumaro, 3aBTpa ¢ yTpa KOro-HUOyIb OTIPABIIIO.

Jlyure Obl cerosHsi, Bce paBHO He 3acHy. Ho momuy, He nipu-
BBIKJIA s TIepeunTh MajiaM [IxxaHc. XoTs ee oOpallieHre TaK 1 1o-
Oy>K/1aeT oTaaTh Kakon-HUOyab pukas. Toxe MHe, UMIiepaTpu-
1y Haium!

— Hoanus! — oHa BApyr moaxomut, OOHUMAeT Kak paHblIle,
CHOBA OIIYIIAI0 TIOJICTYTIAIONINE K I1a3aMm clie3bl. — beperu ceds,



JeBOYKa. D10 TeOe HEOOJBIIOH MOJAPOK Ha MaMSITh.

CyeT B pyKH KaKylo-TO MaJIEHBKYIO TOJICTEHbKYIO KHIIKEUKY.

— Cniaci60, — 60pMOUy paccTporaHHo, Opocar B3IJIsI Ha Ha-
3BaHHE, HO A3BIK HE3HAKOM.

— Tl ke TIOOUIITL BCSIKOE TAKOE . .. HEOOBIYHOE, — YJIbIOaeTCs. —
DTO K HaM TMOCJIAHIIBI C IPYTUX TUIAHET 3aBE3JIH.

Oro, nuuero cede! S1 HUKOrma U He BUAEA €€ 3/eCh, JaXKe
He Tpe/roaraia, 4yro y Majaam J[)kaHc MOXET XpaHUThCSI HEUTO
nofooHoe. HaoGopot, oHa Bceraa HeomoOpUTEIbHO OTHOCHIIACh
K TaKOTO pojia MHTEPECY.

— Cnacu60, — cHOBa 60pMOuy.

—INpuesxaiite K HaM. .. €CJIM BbIJIACTCSI BOBMOXHOCTbB. Beera
OyzieM pajibl! — CHOBa BO3BpAIaeTCsl K OTUYXICHHOMY O(HIIU-
QILHOMY TOHY.

— HenpemenHo, — cornamiarocs.

[Monasnsio B310X, Uy K cede. Clienoi He OTCTaeT HA Ha MW,
OYKBaJIBHO B IIIare cjieayeT. Y JBEepy OCTAHABIMBAIOCh.

— Ilapcab, BBL. .. T/ie HOUeBaTh OyzieTe? — CrpalimBa.

— I'ne yroymHo, MOs1 IOBEJIUTE IBHUIIA.

— Ho y magam [I)kaHC HET CBOOO/IHBIX KOMHAT. . .

«Iloka...» — cTaruBaer cepaiie TOCKJIMBON MBICIIBIO.

— Xotb Ha yiuile, rocrioxa. Tereps s oTBevaro 3a Barry 6e3-
OIACHOCTh U He MOTY OCTaBUTh Bac. ['1e mpukaxere.

— W BbI IOJIKHBI MCIIOJTHSITH MOM TTPUKa3bl?

— Eciv oHu He miepeyar nmprka3aM umieparopa.

— Ho... — 6pocaro Ha Hero B35, — Be Besib ycTanm, HaBep-



HOE.

Hu Ha Mur He puces ¢ MOMEHTA BO3BpAILIEHH ], 1a)Ke HU pa3y
HE OTIy4dwiIcs, no-mMoemy. My Tak oTrydwmsics, 4ro s He 3aMe-
Ta. HaBepHoe, 9T0 He T0IKHO 3a00TUTh, HO HE BOCIIMTHIBAJI
U3 MEHS UMIIEPATPULLy.

/apcaaw

— IIpenen Moux BO3MOXKHOCTEN IIe-TO OKOJIO Mecsila 0e3 CHa
Y €]Ibl, MOSI TOCTIOKA.

— Pa3Be npaBuiIbHO BBIAABATh KOMY-HHOY/Ib CBOU MTPEAEIBI? —
Oypunt Hoamusi ¢ ierkum HeloyMeHHeM.

— IIpaBuiibHO, 4YTOOBI BBl MX 3HAJIH, rocroxa. M1 cMoriu BepHO
pacropsiAUThCSA B CIydae KpaiiHeil HeOOXOIMMOCTH.

— INoka Takoi HeOOXOIMMOCTH HET, s AyMalo, Bbl IOJKHBI OT-
Ipixathb. Ecim. .. octaHeTrech y MeHs1 B KOMHATe, 3TO. .. HE UCTOJI-
Ky€eTCsl HEBEpHO?

— Yro BHI, MOs TOCOKa. S Teneppb Beerga Oyay npu Bac. bes
3TOrO HUKaK.

Hagetocs, Beerna. MbICib, YTO MHE HaloyT 3aMEHY, OCS3aEMO
HEMpUATHA — M HE TOJbKO MOTOMY, YTO JAPYTMX IIAHCOB HUKTO
HE JacT.

Sl He cMor Obl IPUKOCHYTHCS K TeOe TaK, YTOOBI 3TO HE CTAJIO
BuHO npyruM Ctpaxam. MeHst MOXelTb He OOSThCS.

— Ioiiny nouiy Mapry... nocrenb Bo3bMy, — cooOriaeT Ho-
UL

— Ecin 310 Ta, KTO OTBEvaeT 3a BELW U MOPSAJOK, TO OHA B
KJIQJIOBOH, — Mpeayrnpekaan. Yxe U He IOMHIO, KOrja U KOro



MOCJIEIHAN pa3 BOJHOBAJIO, yctai ju 5. CTpax cam pacripee-
JISIET CBOM PE3ePBbl — KOTJa UX HE paclpeesieT KOMaHIup.

Hoamus BeIxoguT, uay 3a Hell. DKOHOMKA CYeTUTCS, YTO-TO
pacKJja/ibiBaeT, BCE BOKPYI OIIYTUMO YIOPSIOUYEHO, JaKE ee
aypa ynopsijodeHa paBHOMEPHBIMHU CEPBIMU JIEHTAMH. XapaKTep
HE CIIPSYElllb.

— Hoanus! — yneibaercs, onacivBbiid B3MJIsIT B MOIO CTOPOHY,
HO K OyayIel umrepaTpulle — CUpeHeBasi ICKPEHHOCThb. — A 5
KaK pa3 JyMalo, IJie TBOEro OXpaHHUKA pa3MeCTHUTh. . .

— OH JOKEH CO MHOU OCTaBaThCsl, — B TOJIOCE JEBYIIKU SIB-
CTBEHHBII B3/10X. — Jla Be/ib U BCe paBHO HETJie, He B XOJJIE JKe.

— Her-ner, — ynbsibaercss Mapra, CHOBa B3IJIsA[l, HA YIUBJICHUE
POBHBII, — B XOJ1JI€ Bbl HE BBICITUTECH, TaM XOJAT BCE, 3-3-3.. . 3P.

S1 31ech HUTIE HE BBICILIIOCH, MHE JISI TIOJTHOLIGHHOTO OTIbIXA
HeoOxoarmMa u3osisiius. Ho nuib KuBar, B X0JUIe IPUIILIOCH Obl
TPaTUTh OOJIbITIE YCHUIIUI HA OXPaHy HEBECTHI.

— KpoBareii HeT, eCTh pacKJIQAyIIKa C MaTPAcoOM. .. — MEpSET
elle OIHMM B3IJISIOM CHU3Y BBEpX, — MpaBla, KeHCKas, YK He
3HAI0, BBIJICPKUT JIU TAKOTO. .. MYKUMHY.

Jlerkoe KopasuioBoe cMyllleHUEe, €/1Ba YJIOBUMBII 3arax KeH-
CKMX (pepOMOHOB.

— Marpaca 10cTaTo4HO, — OTBEYAI0.

— Bbl roBopuTe, €ciiu 4To Hy:KHO, HE CTECHSITECH, — ITO-MOe-
My, OHa cama OOJIbIlie CTECHSIETCSI.

Po3oseer, HaBepHoe. KuBaw, TMYHO MHE HUYETO HE HYKHO,
371€Ch BIIOJIHE CHOCHO.



OTHolly Bce B KOMHATy CBOEH MOJOIEYHOM, OKa yCTparBa-
10Ch, OHA MJET B AYII — TYT ke Ha 3Taxe. Ciiexxy, HO HUKOrO, BO3-
Bparaercs ObicTpo. [103B0sIsII0 1 cebe HACKOPO YMBIThCS, KOT/a
npuxoxy — Hoanus yxe B mocrenu, OTBEpHYIach, IPUTBOPSIETCS
cnsinierd. HaBepHoe, Thl TOXKe He yCHellb cerogHs. TyIry cBer.
Jloxkych.

Marpac KOpOTKUii, y3KHii, )KeHCKHU, TO HOTH Ha IOy, TO py-
ku. HakoHerr, Haxoxy Ooliee-MeHee yJoOHOe MOJIokKeHe, CTapa-
10Ch HE IBUTATbCSI.

— BwI cBetutech, Japcans, — coodmaer Hoamus ciyctst Heko-
TOpPOE BpeMSI.

— IIpoctute, Mosi rocnoxa, — coOMpal0 oMaa, YKpbIBAIOCh
IUIOTHEe ofesioM. — He XxoTten Bam melars.

Bszgpixaer, Ho momumt. JKay eme ¢ nomyaca, Bce thxo. Ha
yJIMIe CMEHWIach OXpaHa. becrokoliHble CHbl oOuTaTesnel 1oMa
JEVCTBYIOT YTHETAIOUIE, TOJIbKO CUHSS aypa U YCIIOKAUBAET MOE
obocTpeHHOe BocnpusTie. HepBHBIN CeroiHs JIeHb, MepeIoM-
Hb1iA. OcTaBsiio HacTpoiKy Ha Hoammio, mo3Bonsiio cede Makcu-
MaJIbHO IPUTYILUTH BCE JIMIITHEE — HACKOJIBKO 3TO BO3MOXKHO JIS1
Crpaxa. He Beimactb Obl B OTKAT.

«Ozonb omaa —meos cuna. Ipouyecmeyii ee 0o konya. Cmamo
€1o.»

H 5 ceoparo, yxooicy éce 2ayboice, uuly NPpoKAsmMulii 6ecos Ko-
Hey. Ho y omaa nem xonya, kaxicowlii pa3z Haxo0scb Ha 2PAHU, 8bl-
20pasi 00 npedena, NPOUAsICb C HCU3HBIO, BbINAOAEULb HA CAedY-
IOWUIL YPOBEHD, 20€ 020Hb euwje sipue U 0e3XHCAN0CIHee, XOm s Ka-



3a.10Cb, makKoe npocmo Heeo3modicHo. M cHosa ucneneasieutvcs
3AXCUBO, KPUUUULD, 0020paeulb, MOAUUL O HEHABUCIHOM HeOo-
CIMUMNCUMOM KOHUe, U CHO8A 8binaddeutvb oanve, 2ayodice, dec-
KOHEUHO.

Kaowcoomy docmaemcsi cmonvko cuabl, HACKOAbKO 2AYO0KO OH
cnocoben yiimu.

«4mo uzmenunocw, apcanv? Yuuco omauuams nepemensvl. »

Amouuu 8e0b modxice HeoOOHOPOOHbl. Paznas eayouna, pasnas
unmercueHocmo. Hx eocnpusimue npuxooum camvlM NepEbiM.
Yem 2nybdce nozpyoiceHue 8 omaa, mem donrvute ommerkos. Ha-
CUNBHO OMOOPAHHBIL Y pOOUMeneli MAIbYUUKA 00120 UENASNACS
3a 3peHue, 6ce MeUMman COBMeCmunb, NPOCMO HAYUUmMbCs nepe-
Katouamucs. bvino cmpawno — nuxozoa He ysuoemos mex, K02o
AI0OULULL, MO, UeM OOPOICULUD.

«Ewe 2ayoorce, /lapcanv. Caenoma smo npeden. 3a Heli
cmepmeo. Tol ewe He Ha npedene. Teoli omaa He HAOPaAn nNOAHYIO
cuny. Cmanw oznem. Imo bonvlte, uem 3perue, 20pazoo boavute.
Tol Oondicer dosepsimb ceoemy omaa. Tel ynpasnsieutv um, Ho He
pacmeopsieubcs 8 Hem. IIpexkpamu 6osimvcs. »

Tak u3 merst 8bldKcenU 8eCb CIMPAX.

«Omaa He npocmum oomana. Ob6aa0as Um, KOHMPOAUPYsL €20,
Mbl UMeeulb noumu OeckoHeurvle 803modxcHocmu. Ho yoeporcu-
6as U NOOUUHsIsL — OYOb 20mo8sb K pacnaame. Unave o meos co-
JHcaHCcem, 0OCmuzHen meoezo0 UCIMUHHO20 Npedend. »

JleMoH, 310 yke He BocnoMuHanusA. CHOBa orons. Hacturaer
B HEHY’)KHOM MecTe B Henoaxojsiiee BpeMsi. Oronb, B KOTOPOM



HEBO3MOKHO PAaClO3HATh CUITY — TOJIBKO 60Jb. OTOHB, KOTOPOMY
HEBO3MOXXHO MoBepuTh. Kak Beputh TOMy, utO yonBaet? Cuacr-
B CTpax, KOTOPbII CMOT JIOBEPUTHCS CBOE cuile. MHe 3To Tak
JI0 KOHIIA ¥ HE yAAJIOCh.

Tam, HaBepxy, B OECKOHEUHOW CUHEN TaJIi MEPHO ABIIUT Oy-
JyIiasi UMIepaTpuIia, 1 sl CTUCKuBat 3yosl. Korma-To gaBHO 310
ObLTU MPOKYIIIEHHBIE TYOBI, HO HACTABHUKH BCE PaBHO Paclo3Ha-
JI1 YJIOBKY.

«Monoodeu, /lapcane. Tol cmanosumbcs myxcuunol. Kou-
MpOAL HAO MEAOM B0 8PEMSL OMKAmMa 00CmyneH 0aneKo He 6Cem
Cmpaosicam. Ho amo ewie ne meoii npeden. Tol modiceusb bonvuue. »

Pacnuiata yaie Bcero npuxoauT Bo BpeMs OTAbixa. B moxo-
JIe C 3TUM HENpOCTO, HO Mapy pa3 51 Buael, kak CTpaxku Hakja-
JbIBaIM Ha cebs crienoe nsATHO. EiBa v yist yero-Huoynp MHO-
ro. Y KaxJ10ro CBOM B3aUMOJICMCTBUS C OMaa, ¥ IPUYHUHbI OTKa-
TOB To%ke cBoM. Hukora Obl He rmogymaln, 4YTo Mo HACTYIHUT U3-
3a OyHyIler UMIlepaTpuIlbl. YXOIUTD TOJ1 CIIENOe TSTHO HeJlb3s
— Mory 4TO-HUOYAb TiporycTuth. Ecin apyrue Ctpaxu y3HaioT,
MeHs1 oTcTpaHsT. Eciu otkarel OyayT yacteiMu — TeM Oosee. Co
BCEX CTOPOH JIEPbMOBO.

KoH1ieHTpupy1och Ha MEpPHOM JIBIXaHUUM W CUHEM CBeTe, 000-
paYMBaIOCh OJIESITIOM, CKUMAIO 3yObl ¥ Topio. Pa3 3a pazom, ypo-
BEHb 32 YpoBHeM. becoBa nmpokJiATas Houb. XOPOIIO XOTh HE 0
camoro Inpezjena.

[Tpuxoxy B ceOs1 B peayTpeHHEN TEMHOTE, C TPYJOM pa3Ku-
Maio 4eJTIIOCTH, BBITUPAIO KPOBb C TYOBI — BCE Ke He M30eKall.



Becb MOKpBI, HAUMHAET MOPO3UTH MOCIIE OUEPETHOTO BO3POK-
nenus w3 niervia. Hu Ha oty He oTmoxHy/. XOTb Obl HAa TIApy MU-
HYT B U30JIMPOBaHHYIO0 KOMHATy. [ 0JI0Ba T'yIUT OT 4yXkHX IMO-
LI Y CIIUIIKOM OCTPO BOCIIPUHMMAEMBIX 3BYKOB, TOKE MHE, Te-
JIOXpaHUTENb. XOPOIIO HE OpaJjl, HA KO TaKOe CYaCTbhe UMIIEPA-
TpHUIIE.

[lepeoneTbes He BO UTO, OECIIYMHO OTIIPABJISIOCH B IyIIEBYIO
npuBecTd cebs B MOPSAJOK, MPUXOOUTCS UCIONIb30BaTh OMaa,
9YTOOBI MOJCYIIUTD OACKITY.

Bcrpeuao nipoOykaeHue HeBeCThl UMIIepaTtopa y IBEpHU, B
MOJTHOW TOTOBHOCTU. KakeTcs, mpoHecno, HU4ero He 3aMeTUIa.
HukTto HUYero He 3aMeTUII.

Hosaus

Hymasia, He 3aCHY, HO BCe ke ycTalocTb cMopuia. CHummach
BCSIKAsl Yylllb HA TPAaHU KOIlIMapa, KaKOM-TO CUHUI OTOHb, UM-
niepaTrop M nouemy-To aBapus. [ paBukapa, 10KHO ObITh. [IbiM,
B3pbIBbl, KpUKU... [IpocHynach He BbICIIABIIEHCS, MO]] IJIa3aMu
CUHSIKU: BYEPA K€ €IlE HApeBeJach.

Jlapcayb Ha cTpake y IBepu, COOPaHHBIN ¥ MOATSHYTHIH, 10-
CTeJIb AKKYPATHO CJIOKEHA, CKOJIBKO €My HYKHO JJIsl OT/IbIXa, UH-
TepecHO? A ellle pa3MBIIILISAI0 O 3aBTpake, MHE BUYepa ObLIO He
70 eJbl, HO OOJIBIIIOTO CHJIBHOTO MYXKUHWHY, TOXAaTyH, HEIJIOX0O
Obl HAKOPMUT.

A elie Ky4a BOIIPOCOB B T'0OJIOBE, CTPAaXxOB, COMHEHHUH. .. ['oc-
MOJIM, KaK XK€ JaJble-To?!

Bcraro, cMoTpuT, HaieBaro nockopee Xxajnaruk. Yto oH Tam BU-



IIAT, HE MOXET BeOb ObITh, 4TOOBI coBceM HMyero?! Ho mnaue
UMIIepaTop BPsI JIU OCTABIII Obl CO MHOU MykunHY. Vmn oxpa-
Ha — 3T0 He cTpaiHo? MOXeT, y HUX Tak MpuHATO? A OpauHas
HOYb TOXE B MpUCYTcTBUM oxpaHbl? [la Het, He Bepo! O3HOO0 no
koxe. Kak jxe MeHs1 Tak yropazauio. ..

— Jlapcasib, — HE BBIIEPKUBAIO, CIIpAIIMBAal0, HABEPHOE, HE
HY’KHO, HO BE/Ib HE y KOro. — A UMIIEpPAaTOp MOXET... NEpeay-
MaTh, HAUTH ceOe APYTyI0 HEBEeCTY?

[nspxy Ha Hero, r71a3a CJIenmUT OT PBYIIErocsi Oeloro CBera,
KaxeTcs, BYepa OH ObUT He TAKUM SIPKHIM.

— Bri6op HOBOW nMMepaTpuilbl BO3MOXEH JIUIIb B TOM CITy-
Jae, eCliv C MPeAbIayIeld HEBECTOM YTO-HUOY/Ib CTyUUTCS.

He mory noHsATh, OH MEHA MPENYNPEKIACT, UIN YTPOKAET?
Jlyuiie ObI He cripamuBaia, Mo-BUAUMOMY.

—To ecTb. .. 3TO yKe OKOHYATEIbHO U HaBcerjaa? — memnyy.

— KoneuHo, Mo rocroxa.

A eciu He cmory ponuth? TlornsapiBan Ha Hero, OOICh MPo-
JOJKaTh, a BAPYT PEIINT, OYATO HE X0UY, WM elle 4To. .. JI0JI0-
KUT umIeparopy. Moxer, He 3psi MHE aBapyvsi CHWJIACh, BEIIUI
coH? Banparugaio.

— Bol... kak 3aBTpakarh Oynere? Co BceMU WIH. .. — TePSIIOCh,
M0-MOEMY, 3ByUUT HEKPACUBO. KpacHerw, KaxeTcs, HOCTOSSHHOE
MPUCYTCTBUE MYKUMHBI CMYIIIAET U, YETO YK TaUTh, pa3ipaxaer
6e3ymHo. He nipuBbIKIa 51 K 3TOMY!

— MHe 6e3 pa3HHMIIbI, TOCTIOXKA.

— Jlagno, norosopio ¢ magam Ixanc. f B gym! — xBaraio no-



JIOTEHIIe, BbICKaKuBaio nockopee. Vet 3a muoi. Buepa He xo-
JWJT BpOJIE.

— YV Hac oOmmii AyIil, BBl HE MOXKETe Ty/a 3aXOIUTh, — IPeIy-
MPEX/IAI0 HAa BCSIKUM CTyvai.

— Mory, — orBeuyaer. OKUABIBAET B3IVISIOM CTEHY — HACKBO3b
BUIUT, 4To JIn?! — HO He cTraHy, yrpo3sl BaM Tam HeT.

— Cnacu6o! — Oypuy, 3aCKaKMBal0 BHYTPb.

JleficTBUTENBbHO, OHA W3 KAOMHOK 3aHSTa, KTO-TO MOETCSI.
YMbIBatoch, umiily 3yObl, pa3misiipiBato ceOsi, Hy Bellb BCeraa ke
cunrtanach Hekpacupou! [louemy mensi-to?! Mim kak pa3 noto-
My, YTO HA Ha KOTO HE TOX0Xa, OTINUUThCA? Vnu s1 Bce-Taku
eMy noHpasuiach? KoHEYHO, XO4eTcs 1ymarh, YTO )KEHUX MEHS
OLIEHWJI, HO CJIUIIIKOM y HErO BCe OPraHM30BaHO, paciljIaHUPOBa-
HO, He TIOBepIo, OyATO cocOOeH Ha TOPHIBBI paayl HE3HAKOMKH.
JleBOUKM BpeMEHaMU Ha3blBAJIM MEHs Kau(pPOIOMKOU — CANYT,
pa3MeyuTaloTcsl 0 HeCOBITOYHOM, a 51 MX Ha 3eMJII0 BO3BpAIIAIO.
PazapaxaloT ri1yrnocr, ecTb ke O4eBUAHBIE Belu! X0Ts cMOTps
KOMY OUY€BHUJIHbIC, HABEPHOE.

Bona Beikmouaetcs, maru. KTo-To BEIIISABIBAET OCTOPOKHO,
MOJAHUMAIO TOJIOBY. AjiMa. CMOTPUT Tak. .. sKAajla MEHs, 4To Jinu?

— IIpuBer, — ynbiOaoCh.

— Kak 1b1 310 caenana? — cnpaivsaer.

— O 4yém ThI? — HE TIOHUMAIO.

— He npukuapiBaiicst 4ypo4Kou, Kak Thl yMy/ApHJIACh UMIIEpa-
Topa noAuenuTsh? He Bepro, YTO OH cIy4aitHO B TOT MapK Momail,
4TO Cpa3y Kak TeOsl yBHIE, O IPYTUX U JyMaTh HE CMOT, Thl UTO-



TO 3Haja, 1a? CrenyaibHO MEHs mporHasa!

— Tol cama ymna! — BO3MyIiaioch.

— TwI 3HaNa, KaK 51 3TOro X0TeJa, 3Hana! [IputBopsiiack, OyaTo
TeOe Jiena HeT, a cama Bruxaps nojactpowa! Tepecus nmomorsia?
V nee cBs3u?

— la 4to THI Hecemb! — Bckunaw. — Jlymaels, MHE 9TOro Xo-
TeJI0Ch?! — TIOKa3bIBAIO TOPSIIYI0 OEJTyI0 METKY Ha JIaJIOHU.

C TpyaoM CIEpKHUBAIOCh, YTOOBI HE BHIBATIMTH HA AJIMY BCe —
Y PO TO, YTO €CJIM UMIEepPaTOp PEIIUT MIOMEHSTh HEBECTY, MHE
9T0 Oy/IeT CTOUTh, HI MHOTO HH MaJio, XW3HU. A €CIh He CMO-
Ty POIUTh — TO KTO 3HAeT, yero emie. Ho BcmomuHaeTcs: keHux,
€ro MokeJaHhe BeCTH ce0sl «Kak rmogodaer», CTpaxk 3a ABEpHIO,
KOTOPBIH, 110 cj1oBaM Tepecuu, MOKET yCIIbIIIaTh XOTh C JPYTroro
KOHIIa oma. Oco3HaHue, YTO Tenepb MPUIETCS CIEAUTH 3a CO-
Oo¥, HUTIe HE OCTYIIUThCS, HAKPhIBaeT ¢ royioBoi. Kak caenars
9TO, €CJIM 1 HUYEero He 3Han?!

— MHe Benb Tenepb Hazaj JOPOTH HET, — JOOABJISIO TUXO. —
S Benb AOJIKHA XKUTh UyXKOU KU3HBIO, eJaTh, YTO MOJIOKEHO, a
HE YTO XOUETCH.

— Hy u cuyena 6wl B Mosane! Pa3 TeOe Tak IUIOXO OBITH UM-
neparpuriei !

— Auma, Tel X0Tenna noexatb. IToexanu co muon! S 3amosBIio
CJIOBO, He aymaio, uto Miimapuanap Oyaer Bo3paxarh, — HA IMe-
HU MMITepaTopa e/1Ba He CIIOTHIKAIOCh, HO HYKHO MPpUBBIKaTh. Co-
BeThl Tepecnu Bcerga OblM BepHbIMUA. HeoOXomMMo mpaBuiib-
HO IIOCTaBUTh ce0s1 M3HAYaIbHO. M MCIONIb30BaTh MOJI0KEHHUE 110



MaKCUMYyMYy.

— Ve Mnnapuanap, — ¢peipkaer. — Komy s Tam HykHa?

— MHe He nomeraeT noapyra. A KkeHUxa HaugeMm, ux B Ano
MHoro. Yro ckaxenib? — AjiMa MOJTYUT, IEPEBAPUBAET. — Thl IO-
JyMai, s He Toporutio. B3Bech pertieHne. A s meperoBopio ¢ uM-
IIEpPaTOpOM, a Ha JHAX 3aey WIXA MTO3BOHIO.

— Vike yezxkaenn?

— Ceronnsi. Ho Beap pmenerarusi Ao TOJIBKO MpuObLIa, HE
MEeHbIIIe Mecsla ere mpooyayT. [Ipocto uMmeparop Xo4er, 4to-
OBl 51 J)KWJIA TaM, T/Ie TIOJIOKEHO €r0 HEBECTe.

— Bynems B XopoMax kuTb, — BOpuuT Anma. CMOTpIO Ha Hee,
HY’KHa OHa MHe B uyxo# crpaHe? Ilomolu ot Hee HOJb, pa3Be
TOJIBKO 3HAKOMOE JIMIO CPEAU Uy KUX BUJIETh.

— 41 ciipotity, MOXeT ObITh, OH pa3perIuT 1 TeOe TOKUTh. .. Hy
WU XOTsI Obl B TOCTHU TPUATH.

— Crnacu6o0, — ysbi0aeTcs ¢ BoofyIlieBieHreM. Berxogum Bme-
cre, Jlapcaiib y 1Bepy — HE MEILIAET, HO Cpa3y ke 3aMeTeH. AyMa
KOKETJIMBO CTpessAeT B Hero raskamu. Ilouemy-to 3mur. 4 en
BCEX MYXKUYMH AWO Mpejjiaraio, 3a4eM el MOM OXpaHHUK?! ITo
TaKO€ COIEPHUYECTBO, UTO JIU?

— A co CrpaxamMu JEUCTBUTEIBHO TaK YXKaCHO, KaK TOBO-
paT? — wemnyer Ha yxo. — Hy... KeHIyHaM B cMbICTIE.

YTonaw B cMylIeHNH, IEKH BCIBIXMBAIOT, HEJIOBKO JI0 yKaca
¥ TI0YEMY-TO OOUIHO 3a HETO.

— He 3Hato, He mpoOoBaia, — KMy IUJIeUaMH, CTapasich He T0-
Ka3bIBaTh SMOLMN. — I uMeN B BUy, OH BCE CJIBIIINT.



AnmMa OpocaeT Ha Hero B3IJIsi M CKoH(ykeHHO yOeraer. [lap-
CaJlb HE IIEJIOXHETCSs, Pa3MBIIUISI0, HEYXeH HeHCTBUTEHHO
cipimt? Wi Tepecust npeyBennuniia, Uy Hero caMbiii OObIY-
HbII cyx? Hy 1mermdyTes aeBymKky, mogyMaelib.

HyxHo magam JI’kaHc HalTH, PO 3aBTPaK y3HaTh, Ja HaCUYET
3amucedl HarOMHWTH. J[JI Havajma XajaaTWK MepeofeTh, YTOObI
BBITOBOP HE TIOJIyYHTh, IIOYEMY B HENPUIMYHOM BHUJIE 10 JOMY
XO0Ky. XOTs1, BO3MOKHO, OyTyIiieil uMIreparpulle BHIrOBOP JIe/IaTh
He craHyT. [loxkany¥, TUTIOCKl B MOEM TIOJIOKEHUH BCE Ke MOXK-
HO mouckatb. Ho mpoBepsaTh Ha Magam [[xanc He Xxouy. 3auem
MIPOIIATHCS HA HEMPUSATHOM HOTE.

— INomoxau 3a ABepwbio, epeoseBaTbest Oyay, — FOBOPIO, TMO-
DJISI/IBIBAIO C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM 32 peakieid. Ho pasBe BhpaxeHue
pazbepellib B 9TOM CJIENsIeM orae?

Zapcaaw

— Kak nosxenaere, Most rocrioxa.

41 6b1 Ha Mecte Hoamuu He Opain ¢ coboit 3ty Anmmy. K takoi
CITMHOM JTy4IIie He TOBOpaunBaThcsi. Ho Moero MHEHM st HUKTO He
cnpamusaer. Momnuy.

CnoBa o ToM, Kakue ciyxu xoasaT npo Ctpaxeit, HEOKUIaHHO
HeNpUATHBL. XOTs Bpojie Obl IaBHO YXe MpUBLIK. UTO mozenats,
OfiHa 13 0OpaTHBIX CTOPOH CHJTBL. CTapaioch COCPEIOTOUMTHCS Ha
00sI3aHHOCTSIX.

Hoanus ObicTpo npuBoauT cedst B MOPSAOK, BHIXOAUT CTpe-
muTennbHO. [Toxoxe, NeBouKa BO3BpaIlaeTcs B HOpMY, Jake Ka-
KOM-TO MHTEPEC 3AKETrCHl.



MenHbiii OJ1MK, IJTMHHOE CHHEe pasJieTaloleecs IuiaThe, Jier-
KM [IBETOYHO-LIUTPYCOBBIN apomar. OBEBAET CBEKECTHIO U YEM-
TO HEOXKUJAHHO TerUbiM. CTpaHHble accormari. CoTHEUHBbIE.

Haxoaut X034iKy MaHCHMOHA Ha KYXHE — YTO-TO C KyXapKOM
00CyX/1a10T. BBIsICHSIET: MEeH ST MOKHO TIOCaJUTh CO BCEMH 3a CTOJ
(BOT criacu0o0!), a KOro-To TaMm yxke Mocjiaiy 3a 3amucsamMu. Yto
OHa B HUX HaJieeTcsl OOHAPYKUTh, UHTEPECHO?

Bce mocteneHHO cxomATCsA Ha 3aBTPaK, CTOJIBKO JIOOOIIBIT-
CTBa, HEJIOYMEHUs1, pazapaxeHus. YepHO-KpacHO-(HOIETOBOE.
C mytHo# 3enenbio. Ecim 661 Hoamus Obuta ciocoOHa Bce 31O
BUJIETh, HABEPHOE, He cujesa Obl Tak CIOKoWHO. Bripouem, He
MOJeT He 4yBCTBOBaTh. CTOJILKO JIMIIKUX B3IJISI0B, BHUMAHU,
OIlIIyINal, Kak ¢ Ty0 pBeTcsl OMaa, Tak U BKyca He MOYyBCTBYIO.
Byaro gymaror, 4to 51 M UTaloCh Kak quKapb. OTBOpauMBaIOTCS,
CTOUT CKOJIb3HYTh B3[JISIIOM — 3HAUUT, HE BEPAT, UTO HE BUKY.
MoxeT, Hy’KHO ObLJIO B KOMHATe TIOeCTh?

Hosaus

Jlapcasb CHIUT KaMEHHOU CKAJION, KyeT HEIIPUHYKJEHHO, XO-
TSI MHE OBl IO/ TAKUM TTPUCTATIBHBIM HaI30pOM ObLIIO ObI HE TIO
cebe. JleBOUKM Aaxe 3aBTpaKaTh 3a0BIBAIOT, BCE HA HETO KOCHT.
WHTepecHo, MOKHO JIM pacCrpaiimBaTh O €ro BO3MOXHOCTSIX, O
TOM, 4TO ¥ HACKOJIbKO BUAUT? Wnu 310 crpatiHbie cekpetsi? Ho
Be/Ib KaK TaM... 5 JIOJKHA 3HATh €ro MpejieJibl.

Eny onpesiesieHHO BUIUT, B TapeJIKy HAOITYIb HE THIYETCSI.

3acrapisiio ceOs1 MPOIJIOTUTh HECKOJIBKO KYCOUKOB, COBCEM
anmertuTa HeT. Kajb, 9KpaH y Hac TOJbKO OJWH, B XOJUIE Ha CTe-



He. XoTs MajaM JI’kaHC JIMYHO BKJIIOUMIIA 1J1s1 MEHsI, TOCTaBUIIa
3aIUCh NMPOLIAIIBHOM LIEPEMOHNY NIPEBIAYILEN UMIIEpATPHULIBI —
a BCE PaBHO Cpa3y Mope JIIOOOMBITHBIX, BCEM TOKE PE3KO MOHA-
J00UsI0Ch. [IeBOYKYM MepelienThiBalOTCs, YTO 000 MHE U HallleM
MAHCUOHE YK€ TOXXE B HOBOCTSIX pPaccKa3as.

Caxycp Ha cryJ, [lapcaiib 3a CIIMHON — HE MOT'Y TIOHSATh, YCIO-
KauBaeT win pasapaxaer. Paccmarpusato mare Minnmapuanapa —
MoJIofiasi, KpacuBasi, ¢ TeMH ke sAaMouykamu. [loxoxe, uCKpeHHe
pajayercs, Io4eMy OHa C CBIHOM He mnpuexaiia, uHrepecHo? I1el-
TAlOCh BCIIOMHHUTB, YTO 3HAIO: OTEL] HEIABHO YMEP, a BOT MaTh. ..

[loBenuTesnp Ha 3alKMCH HECKOJIBKO CTApILIE HEBECTHI, YKE 3a
TPUALATh, BBINJISIAUT TOXE BIIOJIHE JOBOJIbHBIM, NIEPErOBApHBa-
I0TCSI BEXKJIMBO, Ha «Bbl». OOBIYHBIA 00JIETrYeHHBIN TTPHIBOPHBIN
9TUKET, 0€30 BCAKUX TaM BBHIKPYTACOB M ClIOKHOCTeH. U moBcio-
ny Crenbie Ctpaxu.

BHuMatenbHO mpocMaTpuBalo O KOHIIA, €Ba He BhIIIMOaeT
clie3bl IpU BUJIE OTbe3Kalollen nporeccuu. Beap ckopo U MHe
IPUIETCA. .. 3ayMbIBAIOCh, CMOTPETB JIM CIIECAYIOIYIO, WX €Ile
yenieo. O4yeHb yk He TEPIUTCS BOMPOCH Mo3aaaBark. He yie3th
€ K UMIIepaTopy, a BAPYI YTO He TO crpouly. B ronose 3apox-
naetcsi 6e3yMHast MBIC/Ib Pa3biCKaTh POICTBEHHUKOB €r0 MaTepH.
BHyK Bce ke, Hy WM TaM IUIEMSTHHUK.

Bpocato B3misaa Ha OXpaHHMKa — NO-IIPEKHEMY HEITPOHULA-
€M, MOJTYUT He IeJIOXHETCs. BuKy CHU3Y, Kak MEPHO B3/IbIMaeT-
Cs1 TPy/lb, CHOBA JIOBJIIO ce€0s1 Ha MBIC/IM, YTO HUKOT/IA TaK OJIn3-
KO MYKUMH He pasnisgabiBasa. CMyIIance NOYEMY-TO, BCTAIO Pe-



HIUTENBHO.

— Iapcajib... sl IPOMTHCH, I71a3a YCTaJH.

Kaxercs, nerkoe Hegoymenue Bo B3niisae. Hy na, s He gomx-
Ha OTUMTHIBATLCS, HABEPHOE, €ro JIeJI0 pearnpoBarb. Vet cie-
JIOM, BBIXOJVIM U3 JIOMa, YIIIyOJsieMcsl B MapK MO JIOPOXKKaM.
Cepmiie cHOBa KPOBBIO OOTMBAETCS, HEYKEITH TOCIEAHUM pa3 Iy-
JISAI0 31€Ch, IOCJIEAHAN pa3 9KPaH CMOTPIO, C AEBOYKAMU, KaKH-
MM ObI HY ObUIH, OOIAIOCh. . .

CepauTo OTTOHSIO NENPECCUBHBIN HACTPOW, OIIS/AbIBAIOCH.
Huxkoro Bpoze.

— Mb1 o1HM? — Ha BCAKUM CIy4ald yTOYHSIO.

— [IpakTyecku.

— IT0 Kak? — XMypIOCh.

— Ecrtp emie oxpana.

Huuero ce6e. Bripouem, 1oru4Ho.

— OHa Hac cabpimmT? $1 Xouy... ClPOCUTb.

— Crpaxu casiar. Mory HajJoXKHTh CIIENOE MATHO, HO TOrAa
UMIIepaTop HaBEPHsKa 3aMHTEPECYETCS] pa3rOBOPOM.

Bpocato moborbITHEIN B3mIsiA. Ko MHE camoro HamexHOro
npucTaBwy, uto Ju? HaBepHoe, JOHOCUTH O KaxJI0M Iiare Oy-
JeT. ..

— Crienoe MATHO, 3HAUUT. DTO HE MOJ, HUM BbI PATAIIMCH TO-
raa, Ha ozepe?

— NMrniepaTop goskeH ObUT caesaTh BHIOOP, MOSI TOCTIOKA.

— W... HUKTO HE YBUIIUT, HE YCJIBILINT?

— bonee cunbHbI CTpaxk MOXKET B3JIOMAaTh, HO U1 9TOTO Y



HETO JIOJUKHBI ObITh BECKUE OCHOBAHUSI.

— JlagHo, — cormamaroce. — Toraa mpocTo cKaxure, €Ciu 4 3a-
JIA10 BOITPOCHI, KOTOPBIE. .. HE TIOJIOKEHO 3a/1aBaTh. S ke He 3Halo
HUYEro npo A¥o.

— KoneuHo, Mosi noBeMTEbHULIA.

— IMapcaisb, a uto ¢ npexHen nMneparpunen? C marepsio M-
JapuaHapa?

— CKkoHYasach HECKOJIbKO JIET Ha3a/l OT OOJIe3HU.

— 4 He 3Haya, — B3aBIXa0. BripoueM, U He MHTEpPECOBAIACH
HUKOrAa. — A €CTh y HEro JIpyrve poacTBeHHUKHU? bpares, cect-
pbi?

— Hacnennuk Becerga oauH, Mosi rocrioka. TpaauiuuoHHO, 4To-
ObI HEe OTycKaTh OOPHOBI 32 BJIACTb.

A BIpYT C HUM YTO-HUOYIB CITyuuTcsi? BoBpems MpUKyChIBaIo
SI3BIK, HE TOT BOIPOC, KOTOPBII JIOJDKHA 3aaBaTh OyayIas uM-
neparpuua. [Toka, Bo Bcskom ciyyae.

— A geBouku?

— Y umnieparopa Mimapuanapa cectep HET, OJHAKO Y €r0 OTLA
obu1a. JleBOUKH, 1ake POkKICHHbIE KeHIMHOi VoBaHa, He MOTyT
3a4ath peOeHKa, MO3TOMY COINEPHUYECTBA 3a BJACTh He Oy[er.
['epuioruHs. .. poACTBEHHUIIA UMIIEpaTOpa KUBET B OTAEILHOM
MIOMECTBE U K YITPABJIEHUIO FOCY/IAPCTBOM OTHOIIICHU S HE UMEET.

3agymbiBaioch. BooOllle He B COCTOSIHMM, WM OT MECTHBIX
MyxurH? Bo3aMoxkHO, Kakue-HUOYIb MPOOJIeMbl C COBMECTUMO-
CThIO? A KEHIIMHbI B IPUHIIMIIE K YIIPABJIEHUIO JOITYCKAIOTCS?

CHOBa MPHUKYCHIBAIO SI3bIK, B3/IIXA10 TOCKJIMBO. U Besb He 00-



CYIUTH TeTieph HU C KeM, Tnoria Obl K Tepecuu, na 6e3 Ctpaxa
HUKak. [IpITalock MOJaBUTh pa3apakeHHbIN B3I Ha Hapcans,
BCE e OTBEYAeT Ha BOITPOCH ¥ BOOOIIIe To0poskesaTeseH. [Toka.

— A... MMM... MECTHBIE POICTBEHHUKU ! iMniepaTop ¢ HUMU
KAK-TO... KOHTaKTUpYyeT?

— Her, mod rocnoxa, oHM O(UIIMATIbHO HE CUMTAIOTCS POMI-
CTBEHHUKAMM C TOIO MOMEHTA, KaK KEHUX OTJAET BBIKYI 3a
HEBECTY.

— CtpanHo 310, — 60pMouy. — Pa3Be He iornuHee yKperuisiTh
CBSI3U U UMETh COIO3HUKOB?

— TakoBa Tpaauiusi, MOsI TOCHOXA.

Tpaauiuy Belp HE HA POBHOM MECTE BO3HUKAIOT. BripoueM, y
HAaC JIETU, POKIEHHBIE COITIACHO OYEpEIn OT UyKUX MYKe, TOKE
VX POJICTBEHHUKAMU HE CYMTAIOTCS.

— A 3ampeToB Ha 3TOT cyeT HUKakux Her? Ecau s 3axouy ux
pas3bIiCKaTh?

— Jly4iiie cipocuTe y MOBEJUTEN S, MOSI TOCIIOXkA, — CHOBA HE
MOTYy CMOTPETh B TOpsIIKME I1a3a, MEPEBOKY B3MJISL HA MHOIO-
JIeTHUE BBICOKHME COCHBI. — TOJIbKO, CKOpee BCero, MpUaeTCs: 00b-
SICHUTD, JJI1 Yero BaM 3TO MOHAI00MIOCh, — J00ABISIET BAPYT
Hapcanb. 3HaTh ObI CaMOM, JIJIS Yero. . .



TJIABA ITATAA

Hosaus

['ynsieM Kakoe-To BpeMs MO MapKy — 3/1€Ch BCEra MpoxJjiaj-
HO, YMUPOTBOPSIOILIMY 3alax AepeBbeB U TpaB. CTpalrHo Xo4er-
csl YBUIETD, TJI€ K€ OHA, MOsI OXpaHa, CKOJIbKO ee, Bce Jiu CTpa-
Kd, WK KTo erre... OgHako mycto, MoxeT, Jlapcans oOMaHy?
Wpet uyTh c3a/11, CTymaeT OecIIyMHO, YKe U Orpaja BUIHEETCSI.
Omymato ce0s1 3aKJIIOUEHHON B KJIETKY, He coexath. CTapaioch
HE paccTpauBaThCsl.

— Tam eHITMHA, MOsI TOCTIO)a, — BAPYT coodiaeT. — [To-mo-
eMy, Bac KJeT.

— Kakas xxenmuna? — obopaunBaiock, Tepecwst, uro mm? Obe-
masja Beab 3auTtu. — [ me?

— He 3nHato, He3Hakomasd. Y orpanpl, — otBevyaeT. Kakas 3to
He3HaKoMasi MOXeT MeHsI kaath? Korrych Ha Hero, 1o0aBiiseT: —
He onacHa.

— Tak 4uto *e oHa He 3aiieT? — GopMouy, BpOJie MaHCHOH Ma-
nam JIxaHc HUKOrIa He ObLT 3aKPBIT JIJ1s TIOCETUTENel, N3peaKa
JIeBOYEK JJake B CEMbU 3a0MpaIH.

XoTs, y 60raThix OOBIYHO CBOHM JIETH, UM UYKUE HE HYKHBI,
a OeTHBIM cofiepXKaTh HE Ha YTO, HE BCAKOMY W OTAanyT. Hamma
MajiaM, HACKOJIbKO $1 TIOHMMAI0, KaKue-TO JIOTalliy OT rocynap-
CTBa IOJTyyYaer.

— bourcs, Mos rocroxa.



JlefiCTBUTENBLHO, BIIEPEAU, Y BOPOT CTOUT KEHIIMHA — HE MO-
Jonas yxe, B TeMHOM JJTMHHOM ILJIaThe W HeOOJBIION, 3aBs3aH-
HOM mof1 moadopoaKoM Hutsre. [ToqHruMaeT B3ris] Ha MeHs, Ha
CTpaxa, Ha MTHOBEHME Takas HaJeX/Ja B IJla3aX, pyKH MHET I1e-
pen coOol U, KaKeTcsl, YTO-TO AEPIKUT B HUX.

— TI'ocrioxka Hoanus? — 30BeT, KMBao, MPUOIMIKAIOCH C JTI000-
MIBITCTBOM, HUKOT/IA €€ He BUJIENa.

Bringeriime TeMHO-cepble Tia3a, Xyfaas 4yTb CropOjeHHas
(purypa.

— la, — oTBEYalo0, — BBl YTO-TO XOTEJIH?

JKeHImHa KHMIaeT onaciauBbii B3MIsA Ha [lapcans, jaenaer
poOKMil 1Iar B BOpoTa, Toxe Komrych Ha CTpaka, HO OH Kak
OOBIYHO — MOJTYAJTUB ¥ HETIPOHUIIAEM.

— Jla, — meryeT KeHIMHA, MPOTATUBAET PYKH, ObICTpee, YeM
ycreBalo coo0pa3uTh, Oepy UX B CBOM.

B nanoHb ThIueTcs: KaKOR-TO JIMCTOK OyMaru, JKeHIIUHA CHOBA
Opocaet B35 Ha [lapcais v BBIIBIXAET €/1Ba CIIBIIIHO:

— Ilomorwure!

3a0upaet pyKu, OCTaBIsis MOCIAHNUE B MOUX, YXOIUT MOCTeII-
HO. CMOTpIO Kakoe-TO BpeMsl € BCJie]l, KAK HEPBHO OIJISI/IbIBA-
€TCsl, Pa3MBIIUISIO O TOM, YTO JIe/aTh C JIUCTKOM, € €ro Mnpo-
yntaTh. HaBepHsiKa Belb HEHY)KHOE BHUMaHUe MpuBiekaa!l Yk
JIydirie Obl IOrOBOPHJIA O YeM-HUOY/Ib.

Wnem, MoT4uM, MBITAIOCh COOOPA3UTh — OH MPOCTO MPeJo-
JIOXKWJI, YTO OHA OOUTCSA, WJIM MOXKET 3TO BUAeTh? VI HACKOIBKO
naneko cipiiat Ctpaxku? HezameTno npsay Oymary B KapMaH.



Crnemy k cebe.

— Ilogoxaure TyT, — MpOILY BO3JIE KOMHATBI, OHAKO OXPaH-
HUK HE CJIYHIAETCs, 3aXOQUT CIEAOM. 3aKpbIBAET IBEPb.

— Yr0 0oHa BaM Aajia, MOs Tocrioka? — CpalBaeT BAPYT.

— Huyero, — 6ypuy. D10 ke Kolmap, HeyXeJu s Tenepb Mo-
cTostHHO Ha BUAY Oyay?! Kaskaeril mar mon KoHTposiem!

— OOMaH Bam He MJET, MOsl TOocroxka, — Kaxercs, Jlapcaib
XMYPHTCS ClIETKa, IOUYTH HE3aMETHO.

— 4l npocuna nogoxaarh 3a ABEPhIO!

— [oxamnyucra, oTganuTe NMCbMO, TOCTIOXA.

— 3aueM? — BO3MYIIIAIOCh.

— MmniepaTrop JOTKEH €ero yBUAETb.

— A ecim He otnnam? Byzaens oTéupars cuiion?

— Mue npugerca JonoxuTh nosesmreno. ITpocrure.

— W dr0, OH pazaymaeT Ha MHE KEHUTbCS? — 3JTI0Ch.

— Hanerocs, Het, — oTBevaet Jlapcasib TaKMM TOHOM, MYypPaIlK1
1o cnuHe. { ene gaxe He 3Haw, yro tam! [louemy BOpyr 3aBe-
Jack? Jla mOTOMY 4TO 3aJbIXAl0Ch, XOUETCS XOTh KAKOM-TO CBO-
6onpl! He mory 5, koraa 3a MHO# 10 NsATaM XOJsAT, CAeAsT!

— 370 He MUChMO! — cOOOIIal0 MCTUTENBHO, HA MTHOBEHHE Ka-
KeTcst, OyaTo B razax CTpaka 4To-To MeJIbKaeT — He MOTy pa3o-
Opartb. PactepstHHOCTS, coxxanenue. CTpaniHo, HaBepHOe, He BU-
JETb — WU BUJIETh COBCEM HE TaK.

PackppiBato 3amnucky, YuTaro.

«Most noub, Manapus DnBaiic, rporaa nocie npuesa rnpo-
nutoro uMreparopa. Ee noxurnimu Cnensie. [loxanyiicra, momo-



rure!»

Bor xke... Cmorpio ¢ yxacom Ha Crpaxa. I 4to MHe 3a 310
Oyner? Moxer, Hyx)HO ObUIO OTAaTh He uuTasas? CTOUT, KIET,
OCO3HAI0: OJIHO CJIOBO HMMIIEpAaTopa — U 51 Jake MUKHYTb He
yene. OXpaHHUK-TIOPEMIIUK.

— Ha, guraii, — Bpy4aio eMy 3anmcKy, Kycaio TyObl, YTOObI He
pacIulakaThCsl OT CTPAaxa U CHOBA MPUXJIBIHYBILETO OTYASHbSI.

apcaav

CroBa pexyT Mo XuBOMY, yOexaao ceOsi, OHA JKe He 3HaeT.
XOTs KOTO 51 0OMaHbIBAIO, CHEIUATIHHO OHA STO TOBOPHUT.

— 41 He Mory 4MTaTh, MOSI FOCIIOXA, — OTBEYAI0 KaK MOKHO
pOBHee.

He 3ameTnna Obl 3T0i1 HeyTUXawIIen Tocku. bepy B pyku Oy-
Mary, poBOXKY NaJIbLIaMH, CJIETKa MPUOTITYCKAI0 OMaa, MbITaloCh
HIOHSATH XOTh 00ImMI cMbIc. [IpockOa HATH KaKyo-TO MPOTaB-
HIyI0 JeBYIIKY, UMS BbIICTUTh HE MOTY — He3Hakomo. Ho kak-
TO cBs13aHO co Ctpakamu. Youpaio B kapmaH, Vnapuanapy Bce
PaBHO MPUAETCS NEPEAATh.

Hosnus cepauTes, Komourie cepeOpucTble JIbIUHKH, HAeI0Ch,
MBI HE MOTOPOIMIIUCH C BBIOOPOM. 17151 MeHs1 3TO ObLT Obl KOHEII.

Her, aypa ObICTpO BOCCTaHABIMBAETCS, TaKasl e POBHAs, CU-
Hsd. YcnokanBaomas. CBOIO TOXe MBITAI0Ch CTAOMIN3APOBATb.
Vnaercs. Beixoxky 3a JBepb, Kak Mpocuia.

Hoanus HepBHMYAET, XOOUT MO KOMHATe, COOMPAET OCTaTKU
Bemed. [losiesiercst BuepariHsisi rocThbsi — Tepecusi, MpUXoauTCst
cHOBa 3aiTh. Hoamms MomuuT, XooHas oT4yKJeHHOCTb. Toxe



MOJTYy.

[ocThst KypuT, €1KMii 3amax J1biMa, (PUOJIETOBbIE K'Y Thl HEPB-
HOT'O pacCTPOWCTBa, NiepexkuBaeT. Pa3roBapuBaiotr HU O yem, 00-
ATCA.

— 91 Anmy npurnacuna. .. — coodmaer Hosmus. — Ecnu ummne-
parop He OyJieT BO3paxkarh.

— Jla uto 6 emy BO3pakaTh, KEHIIUHBI B AIIO HUKOT/Ia HE JIMIII-
HUe, — IIIOPOX OJEK/Ibl OT MOXKATHs TUiedamu. — TeGe-To poHoe
JIMILIO PSANOM, s moHnMat. Ho momoriu ot Hee He k/u, ceOe Ha
yme TBos1 Anva. § moOmio Tebs1, Tl ke 3Haelllb, HO HUKOMY He
noxesiayia Obl exath B A0, — ONAc/IMBasi BOJIHA B MOIO CTOPOHY.
Yem ux Tak Aio nyraer? He noHumaro.

Hoanus Bece X04eT UTo-To CIIPOCUTD — O 3aKCKe, HABEPHOE, —
Ja He pemaercs. Tepecus Toxe NOJIHa COMHEHUI, CHOBA OCTPbIN
B3IJISI/T HA MEHsI, ITyOOKM B30X.

— MHe HykHO yexaTb, IeBOUKA MOsl, — HAKOHEIl, COOOIIIaeT.

— Kyna?! — cupeneBas neuans, puoneroBas Tocka. — Hagon-
ro?

— INocrapatock Kk TBOEl 1IEPEMOHUM YCIIETh, MOsI XOpolasi, —
1o aype TNOJ3eT, MepeABUraeTcsl cepoe MITHO: OOMAaHBIBAaEeT,
yMaJTYMBAET, UHTEPECHO, UMIIEPATOP YCTAHOBUJI 32 HEM CIIEK-
Ky? Brpouem, 111 Hoanny HenocpeacTBEHHOM ONACHOCTH HET,
ocTajibHOE — 3a00THI JIWiiTa ¥ MPOYMX OTBETCTBEHHBIX 32 CITYXK-
Oy OXpaHBbl.

— Hy He paccrpauBaiicsi, — B CJIOBaX MSTKOCTb, IOYTU HEX-
HOCTb.



— Bce B nopsigke, — ronoc Hoanuu pokuT, HEBBITIJIAKAHHbBIE
cnessl. BricTpo Geper cebs B pyku, MOJIofel ieBouKa. Bee-taku
Xopolnei umneparpuiiei oyaet. — Korjia yezxaern?

— Ila BOT ceronHs1, mpuiiia Teds MOBUAAT.

— Mbi... yBugumcs erie?

— Koneuno! — ronoc 6os1pwlii, yOexICHHBIN, a caMa He BEpHT.
Moxet, oTnpaBuTh KOro-HuOys ciaenom? He HpaButcst MHe 3T0.

Cas13pIBalOCh Ha BCAKUE ciydaid ¢ JImiitom, obpariaio BHUMa-
Hue Ha roctetio Hoanmn.

«Cnemum», — cooOriaer. 3HauuT, MPABUIIBHO CHENall, HE TO
peiar, OyATO HeBHUMATEJIeH WK He CIIPaBJISIOCh. TyT ke OIlry-
IIAI0 JIETKUI KOHTAKT, y3Hato VBeHa.

«UYepe3 aBa yaca OyJeM, TOTOBb HEBECTY», — XMbIKaeT. HO-
ra MHE KaXeTCsl, UMIIepaTop CIMIIIKOM MHOTO BOJILHOCTEN eMy
no3BoJisieT. Bipouem, HaBepHOE, HE TTPOCTO TaK.

«Ilepegam», — oTBEUaro.

— Ilpoctute, Mosi rocnoxa, yepe3 ABa yaca 3a HaMu Mpu-
€/1yT, — MPEPHIBAI0 PA3TOBOP.

B3paparuBaoT 06e, 000paunBaIOTCS KO MHE.

Hosaus

— Criacu0o0, — KMBa.

— Hy... 1 nouny, HaBepHOE. ..

— Vxe? — myraiooch, HeyXeJau MOry OoJibliie He YBUETh?

Oo6uaHO Tak, Jieyla y Hee Kakue-To, He Moruia rnogosxaats? Hu-
Yero TOJIKOM He 3Hal0 O €€ *KM3HU, HO ye3Kasla OHa He TaK YK
9yacTo! MBI MOCTOSIHHO CO3BAaHUBAJIKCH, OBIBAJIO, KOT/Ia TPYCTHO



¥ TOCKJIUBO — HaOepy ee, U IoJjieryaer.

Tepecusi caiuTcs Ha KPOBATh, MOIHUMAET KYKJTy, KOTOpasi Tak
U JISKUT Ha MOKpbIBajie. HaurHaeT pacrpaBiisTh BOJIOCH, TEpe-
OUTh CKJIAJIKM TUIaThula. B3apixaer.

— Tak BbIIIO, MOSI XOpoIIiasi, sl Toro He xorena. He cepuait
Ha CTapyxy.

[MTpucaxkuBaoch psAaOM, OOHUMAIO, BIBIXAIO JIOOMMBIHA C JIeT-
cTBa ropuanuii 3anax. He pacrinakarbes Obl. Tlornaxusaer no
BOJIOCAM, 4TO Xke 51 Oymy JenaTh TaM, 32 COTHU KUJIOMETPOB, 0e3
ee rojoca, pyk? ¥V mens seap Hukoro. Hy nouemy oHa He 3axo0-
TeJla oexarb, YTO €M 3]1eCh?

— 41 Ob1 TeOe Bce oTaana, 4To cMorsia Obl, — He BbIIEPKUBAIO. —
Wmneparpuiia Begb UMEET MPABO HA CBOU MPUXOTHU U KENaAHUS,
HHKTO He CTai Obl BO3paKaTh?

Tepecrst MOTUUT, YOMBAS MOCJICTHIO HATCKTY.

— Bce Oyzmer xoporio, aeBouka, — coodOmaet. [TogHumaioch
pe3ko. Ilycth Tak.

Tepecusi Toxe BCTAET, OIJISIILIBAET KOMHATY, CYMKY.

— ITomousb Tebe? — cnpammBaet. Kayaio rojoBoi:

— 4 yxe Bce cioxuia.

— 41 He mpoIack, — cooOIIaeT, HaaeBas MUIAIY.

HoBoxy no asepu, Hapcanp Bbimyckaer. S Toxe mporarbcs
He xouy. JloXuaach, MoKa yUIET, uay B Iyl YMBIThCS, IPUBO-
Ky ceOsi B MOPSJIOK, HAKJIAAbIBAIO MOAXOASAIINIA CIIyyal0 MaKu-
spK. DTOMy Hac 0Oyuwmiu B nosiHOM Mepe. [logOupato mpucTon-
HOE TUIaThe U3 MOUX CKYJIHBIX 3allaCcOB, CHOBAa BCE MPOBEPSIO —



He 3a0bl1a i yero. HarmmomuHario cede, Beip 5 ele B ropoje, Ja-
e ecm 3a0y/Iy — BCerzia CMory 3aiTu 3a0patb. OT 3TOro coBceM
TOIITHO.

Hakower, 11yMm y BbIxoJa, MallvHbI, OXpaHa, 3eBaku coOupa-
otcst. Omyckaiock 6e3 cuit Ha kposatb. He mory. He xouy!

— INopa, mMost rocnoxka, — Tuxo coodmaer dapcans. [lourn
HEHaBMKY €ro 3a 3TO.

Ctyk B IBEpb pa3OMBaeT nocjejHie MrHOBeHu s TUIIMHbL. Ha
ropore MosIBJISIETCS] MOJIOION MapeHb, KJIAHSETCs] TOYTUTENBHO,
NIPe/ICTaBIIsAETCS, KakeTcsl. B ymmax crydur, Hu4ero He coobpa-
*kat. [lapcaib yka3plBaeT Ha CyMKY, ara, 3Ha4MT, KaKOW-HUOY/Ib
ciyra. Hy na, Bce npaBuibHO. CTpak NMPUAEPKUBAET CTBOPKY,
BBIXOJIUM, MAPEHb MTPUCTPANBAETCS C3a/IU.

Manawm JIxxaHc OpocaeTcst KO MHe, OOHMMAeT KaK POJIHYIO.

— Hoamus! Criacu6o Bam!

— 3a 4to? — HeJI0yMeBalo.

— Mmmepatop 3a Bac Takoi BbIKYN Aaji! Mbl Terepb CMOXKeM
U PEMOHT MPOBECTH, U JIOCTPOUTHCS, U €llle HECKOIbKUX JIeTei
B3SITh!

CHoBa cTaBllasi IPUBbIYHOM 32 MOCIEAHUN A€Hb rOpeyb. Bbl-
KUMalo U3 cedsl YJIBIOKY, XOTh YTO-TO XOpOIllee BO BCEM ITOM
6e3ymun. TONbKO Kak OTAeIaThCsl OT OUTYIIEHH S, YTO MEHSI TIPO-
CTO-HAMpOCTO Npoaaun?

Wity B3m1s10M, Tak HaJeOCh YBUIETh Tepecuio, OQHAKO ee
HeT. OHa ke ToIpoInanach, HeaBHo yiia. Ho Bens Moria Obl
Y TIPOBOJMTS !



3aro KeHWX COOCTBEHHOW IIEPCOHOM B XOJUIE, BBIIJISIUT
CUACT/IMBBIM U PAJOCTHBIM, BHIXOAUT HABCTPEUY, PYKY MOIAET —
TIOMOTAeT COUTH C MOCETHUX CTyIeHEN.

— Kak xe 51 cockyumicst! — ypibaeTcsl, 1ieJyeT KUCTh, HeBOJIb-
HO TOXe YJIBIOAI0Ch, Jake paccnadisioch. Yoexaato ceds: Bce Oy-
JIET XOPOIIIO, )KEHUX Yy MEHSI MBI, a )KECTKUM €My IO CTaTycy
OBITh TIOJIOJKEHO.

— 41 Toxe! — oTBeuar.

— Bbl ouapoBaresibHbl, MOsI 1oporasi! — 4yTh IOHU3UB TOJIOC,
oyt UHTUMHO. EfiBa He BbIpbiBaeTcs: «Bbl TOXe!», HEpBHO XU-
XUKAI0.

WNnnapuanap Tak v BeeT MEHs 3a PyKy, MallleT 3eBakaM —
MIPUXOANTCS YABIOATHCS U M300paXxaTh cuacTIMBYIO HeBecTy. Hy
HE MOKa3bIBaTh ke BCEM, KaK TolIHO. HeHopManbHas si, BUIATD,
OHU K€ Ha CaMOM JieJie 3aBUAYIOT, CYMTAIOT, YTO MHE HEPEATbHO
IOBE3JI0.

[Ipoxonum ¢ mmmeparopoM ckBo3b kopuaop Ciensix Crpa-
JKe — HUKOI/IA ellle TaKk MHOIO MX cpa3y He Bujena! Paccmar-
pUBaIO JIMIIA, OTOHb — Y KaXJIOTO 4yTh WHOM, OCOOEHHBIMH, IM0-
YTH y BceX OeJblid, CepbIil TN OEkKeBbIid, Y OOHOTO TOJIBKO CBET-
Jo-KopyuuHeBbId. Ene ynepkuBaioch, 4ToObI HE KUHYTh B3IJIS]
Ha [lapcans. Hyxno Oyner y Hero mocrpammsath. Vi kHUTH
TTOMCKATh.

N3pnaneka chbeMKHU BeyT, pENOPTaku, HO K HaM HUKOTO He
nofImycKarot. [la u cMbICia HET, BCe PaBHO OOJIBIITMHCTBO KaJApOB
3acBeTsTCs *ke. Pamyiock, He XoTena Obl 51 ceiuac erie U uHTep-



BbIO U3 ce0s1 BbIIABJINBATb.

[Mocnequuii pa3 OIJIsABIBAIOCH, MAIIly BBICHIIABIIMM MTPOBO-
’KaTh JeBOYKaM, JyMaja Be/lb OOHSATh UX Ha MPOIIAHUE, a KaK-
TO BCE TaK CKOMKaHHO, BHE3aITHO. . .

AnMa yneioaeTcst, CMOTPHUT OXH[IAIOIIE, KUBAIO — He 3a0y1y.

CHoBa TOT ke Oe3yMHBII I'PaBUKap, Bce-TaKU HE MOTY Cliep-
*kath BocTopra. Kak e nHoraa cObIBAIOTCS HAIIIK MEUThI, KAaKU-
MU TUKAMH, HEOKUJJAHHBIMU BHIBOPOTAMHU !

Hapcanb OTKpbIBaeT aBepb, Miapuanap romoraer BOWTH
BHYTPb, IPUTOPMaKHBAIO: TaM elre oguH Crenoit. Barmsin 6exe-
BOTO CBEUEHUSI MyTaeT, HO UMIIEPATOP HACTOMUMBO MOATATIKABA-
eT c3aM, caM 3aJie3aer cieoM, Japcans Toxe. Kyna nenmu moio
CYMKY — He 3Hal0, HaJIeloch, OObICKMBATh He OyayT. [IpaBna, yro-
TO MHE MOJICKa3bIBaeT He HaJesAThcs... Hy, MOXKeT XOTh HE BbI-
OpOCAT HUYETO.

— 910 WBeH, Mo nuHbi CTpak, — 3HAKOMUT UMIIEPATOP.

PaccmatpuBaio BTOpOro, JIMYHBIN, TAKOH ke, Kak y MeHs Jlap-
canb? OH OIMH, UM UX HECKOJIbKO? Boke, Kakas Macca BOIIpo-
COB, U TJIe HA HUX OTBETHI MOJyUUThH?

WBen crpammt — He Tak, Kak [lapcanb. Torga s ucnyranach
OoJIbIlIe OT HEOKUIAAHHOCTH, BOOOIIIE cuTyaruu. 1ot ke CTpax
HACTOPaXMBAET; HECMOTPSI HA YJIBIOUMBBIC TYOBI, YepPTHI JIMIIA
CKOpee KeCTKHe, cerka BoicokoMepHble. Kyna s momana! Kak
cpeny HUX Bcex BbkMBarh? Uto Tam Tepecusi roBopuiia — mo-
CTaBUTD ceOs1. BbIIpIXao HECNIBIITHO, COOMPAIOCH C MBICIISIMHU.

XM, a Korja [lapcaiib muiaHupyeT MO 3aIMCKy CAaBaTh?



apcanwv

C unTepecom HaOmoz1ao 3a aypoit MBeHa: apornysa, moruia
Jerkoit psiopio. HaBepHOe, MOsi B TepBBIN pa3 JpOrHYJa TOYHO
Tak *e. Ha 3TOT 4nCThIii CHHUI CBET HEBO3MOXXHO CMOTPETh PaB-
HoaywHO. Ciiennomy Ctpaxy, BO BCAKOM ClIyvae.

BricTpo OGepet ce0si B pyKH, BHIPABHUBAET OMaa — Pa3Be UTO
TOH CTAHOBUTCA €/1Ba YJIOBUMO TEMHEE, U TO HeHaonro. Hoammsa
KOCHUTCS OMACIMBO TO HA HETO, TO HA MEH$ — HAIIlyIbIBAIO B3IJIS],
smouuu. BeromuHalo, Kak epkaia MO pyKy, IOUeMy-TO Ky,
YTO U JO HETO JOTPOHETCH.

«¥Yx Tol!» — by mbiciib BeHa, He caepxkai. [lepenato emy
yABIOKY OMaa:

«HpaButcsa?»

«Eme 6p1! A Wnnapuanap roBopw, crpamisasi... Passe mMo-
KET JeBYIIKA C TAKOW aypoi ObITh CTPAILIHOM 7>

XO04y OTBETUTb, UTO HE MOKET, HO BOBPEMSI ITPECEKAI0 TIOPbIB.
A TO MOTOM NepeaayT UMIIEPATOPY, UTO CTABJIIO MOl COMHEHHE
ero cjoBa. belBayii npeneIeHTs!.

«He 3Ha10. HackonbKo 51 OHSII, HE TOXOa HA MECTHBIX KEH-
HIUH».

U Bkyc — cimmkoM ruHoe noHstue. Hazierock, oH He cTas Obl
JKEHUTHCS, €CJTM Obl OHa ObUIa eMy coBceM HerpusaTHa. Hoamus
3aCITy’KUBAET XOTsl Obl CUMITATHU.

— Kak npomiesn npomaibHblil y)KUH? — MHTEpECyeTcs UMIepa-
TOP.

— YXuH? — HEJOYMEBAET HEBECTA.



— Hy 1ebe ke HaBepHsIKa BUepa YCTPOWIIH.

Wnnapuanap cama pacTepstHHOCTb, XOTS S JOKJIABIBAII, UTO
He OBUTO HUKAKMX BEYePUHOK. MiMIiepaTop Bceria pacCUuThiBaeT
xonpl. Hosnust pacctpoena, XOTh M IbITaeTcsl He mokasaTh. Ho,
BO3MOXHO, TaK el jierye OyJeT yexars.

— He ycrnienu, cimmimkom Bce HEOXKUIAHHO, — OTBEYAET.

— He 6epna! — nopbagpuBaet nopenutenb. Hactynaer HesloB-
Kas rnaysa.

— Kakue y Hac rjiaHbl Ha cerofgHsi? — CpalluBaeT HEBECTa, OT
uMIIepaTopa UCXOAUT OfoOpeHYe.

— CHavaJsia OCBOMIIIBCS B anapTaMeHTaX, MO3HAKOMUIIIBCS C
Banrtueii — ona Oyner yuuth TeOs BceMy, UTO TMOJIOKEHO 3HATh
umneparpuiie. [Totom 1iaTbe momdeperib, Be4epoM IMpUemM —
npezicTaBuM T1eOs1 Bricimm.

JleBylika HEepBHUYAET, CKMMAET MaJbllbl, 3acTaBJisieT ceOs
pacciaduTh.

— 41 mMory BbIXOmUTH Kyna-HuOyab? [Ipurmamare Kk cede Ko-
ro-HUOYab?

— Koneuno, most toporast. Bukepuii niepenact lapcamo oco-
OyI0 KApTOUKY, C KOTOPOH Thl CMOKEIIb IaTh JIIOObIE MOKYITKH.
TonbKo, MoXayicTa, UMed B BUIY, 4TO TeOs1 Be3ze OyneT co-
pOBOXIaTh oxpaHa. He To, 4ToOwI 51 gymar, OyaTo KTo-HUOYIb
PUCKHET HaBPeAUTh MOEH HeBecTe, OJHAKO CTaTyC OOsI3bIBacT,
caMa MOHMMaelllb.

OTreyaTok KMBKa.

— Tompyr B TOCTH TOXE MOKEIb MPUTJIAIIaTh, HO... TaKXkKe



TIOMHH O cTaryce u, OyJb 100pa, CBepsiii pacriucanue. Y Hac BIe-
peIu HECKOJIbKO O(pUIMAIbHBIX BHIXOIOB. U 1IepeMOHMSs1, KOHEY-
HO.

— A mouemy Tak MOJy4aercsl, YTO UMIEepaTopa MOXKHO 3a-
CHSATD TOJIBKO HAa LIEPEMOHMU ? — cripaimBaeT Bapyr Hoanwms.

— D10 He TBOM 3a00ThI, KpacaBUIla, — CMa3aHHOE JIBUKEHHE
TIOAIHSATOM K ee IeKe pyKH. — Thl OCTaHENIbCsl B UCTOPUH, HE TIe-
peXUBail.

— 4 mpocTo X0Tea MOCMOTpPETh OOOJIBIIIE. . . YTOOBI 3HATH, HO
HalllTa TOJIbKO 3anucu 1epeMonuid. U To He Bce ycnena.

— B nome ectb 9KpaH, MOCMOTPHIIIH BCE, UTO MoXkeaerb. O0-
painaiics K Bantuu, oHa HETPEMEHHO MMOMOXKET.

CHuxaemcs, BIE€TaEM B BOPOTA. 3[ECh IIYCTO, JIMIIb OXPaHa
Ha CTpaTermiecKux Toukax. Top:KeCTBEHHYIO BCTpeuy He YCTPO-
i, xopoiio. Ckopeit Obl XOTh HEHAI0JTO K ceOe B KOMHATY.

Hosaus

VX, BOT 3TO «JIoM» — 112 3TO jomuine, ocooHstumine! yx 3a-
XBaThIBaET!

Wmniepatop cHOBa TOAaeT PyKYy, 3/16Ch HUKTO HE BCTpEYaerT,
THUILIMHA U 1TOKOU. [Tpoxoaum nop nepeBbsiMU, CKJIIOHUBIIUMUCS
HaJ1 TMOIBE3THON aJljieed, MOIHUMAEeMCsI IIIMPOKON MPaMOPHOM
JIECTHUIIEH, /1a TYT B OJHOM XOJUI€ MOJIOBUHA MAHCHOHA MaJaM
Ilxanc momectutcs! Her, kaxercs, s Bce-taku B Boctopre. [lo
Mara3vHam. .. BCerja MeuTayia BOT TaK IPOUTHUCH, KyIIUTh YTO 3a-
xouy! Ham Ha nu4HbIe pacxo/pl MOUTH HAYETO He JaBalii, pa3Be
TOJIBKO O Mpa3IHUKAM UHOT/A.



W cBoxxy Tepecuio B Haie kage Ha nporiadue. Hy xoTb pas
s ee, a He oHa! U kyrumo yro-HuOyms neBoukam... Hy, Moxer,
3TO HEXOPOUIO TaK CUMTATh Uy:KUE AEHBIM, HO BEJlb OHU YK€ HE
YyKHUe, YK€ Mou, 1a?

Kaxercs, Buenuiach B pyKy *€HUXa, OJIHAKO OH JOBOJIEH,
YIIBIOAETCS, TIOMIAKUBaeT BTOPoil. Toxke CMYIIEHHO YIBIOAOCh,
OIJISAIBIBAIOCH C BOCTOPIOM IO CTOPOHAM.

— Tam mauteiit 3a71, Tam OuOIMOTEKA, 3[AECh KPbUIO OXPaHbI, —
pacckas3bIBaeT UMIIEPATOP.

[logHrMaeMcs Ha CrieUAIBHOM OTKPBITOM NTOJbEMHUKE, Ye-
pe3 MMPOKOE JUIMHHOE CTEKJIO BHUJHA 3ampyla, KYBIIMHKU Ha
TeMHOI noBepxHocTH. Kpacuso. IlonseMHMK OcTaHaBiMBaeTcs
B HEOOJIBIIIOM XOJUJIe, C3a[li JBOWHAS JIECTHWIIA, BIIEPEIU JIBE
IIMKAPHBIE OOUTBHIE MIEJIKOM JIBEPH C PE3HBIMU HAJTMYHUKAMH, Y
kaxaou no Cnenomy Crpaxy. iMneparop maier Ha JIEBYIO:

— DTO MOU MOKOM, €CIU BAPYT YTO — MPUXOIHU, — TaK OH ITO
TOBOPUT, CMyIHach cpazy. [TogBonuT k mpaBoid. — A Tebe ciofa.

Cwmorpio onmacimuBo Ha Ctpaxa.

— Mapuc, — npeacrasnger Mimapuannp, Mapuc kiiaHser-
CsI-KMBaeT, OeNbIMU IJ1a3aMU CBEPKAeT, TaK M XOYeTCsl MPOCKO-
YUTh MOOBICTpee. 3acTaBIIsAI0 ceOst TOKEe KMBHYTh, M03/I0POBATh-
cs. MHe Bellb Tenepp MOCTOSTHHO MPUAETCS C HUMU B3aMMOJIEH-
CTBOBATh. YKac.

— Ortgpixail, Joporas, — UMIIEPATOp LIENYET B LIEKY, TOHKUI
MY’KCKOI apoMar; 0-MOeMY, OIATh CMYIIAl0Ch. Mapuc OTKpbl-
BaeT aBepb. — Jlapcainb, Kak rocroxa Hosmms Tedst otmycTut —



3aiIenb KO MHE.

— KoHeuHo, MoM oBEINTEIb.

[TbITatoch cOOOpa3uTh, 3TO MHE €ro yke ceilvac OTITyCKAaTh,
WIH OH ellle JOJKEH UYTO-TO IMOKa3aThb-paccKa3aTb-IIPOBEPUTH?
3axo0Xy B anapTaMeHThl, cpa3y ke 000 BceM 3a0bIBal0 — HUKO-
r71a Takoro 6orarcTBa He Bunena! Bee u3siHO, KpacuBo, U3bIC-
KaHHO — CJIOB He o100paTh. JlecsTOK KOMHAT, 3a4eM MHE CTOJIb-
k0? Ono3Hai TOJIbKO TOCTUHYIO — OHA caMasl IiepBasi y ABEpH, —
CIIAJIbHIO 1A KaOMHET.

— Hapcab. .. MHe Tebs cefiuac OTIyCTUTh K UMIIEpaTopy, WIN
TeOe elle YTo-HUOY/Ib HYKHO CIesIaTh B MOKOSX ? — CIOXBAThIBA-
10Ch, OOHApYKUB, 4T0 CTpak XOIUT 32 MHOU.

Pemaio He Bo3Bpalarhcsi K 0(pUIMATBHOMY «Bbl», BCTIOMU-
Has HamyTctBus Tepecun. Korma-To ke mpujercs HauMHaTh
CKUBATBHCS C POJIbI0 UMIIEPATPUILIBL.

— Ecnu Obl 51 Hy)keH ObUT UIMIIEPAaTOPy CPOYHO, OH Obl ITO TMO-
KazaJl.

— $1 B TOHKOCTSIX ellie TIOXO pa3ouparoch.

— Co BpeMeHeM MPUBBIKHETE, MOsI TOCTIOXKA.

Kak-To MHe HEJIOBKO, 51 Ha HETO Cep/INJIach, a OH MO-IIPEKHe-
My CIIOKOEH, YUTHB.

— W ThI... mOCTOSTHHO OyfeIb CO MHO?

— 41 6yny Bammm nuuHbiM CTpaxkem, Mosi rocrioxka. Jlpyras
OXpaHa TOoKe JAEHHO W HOIIHO OXPaHsIET UMIeparpuily, HO 3a00-
Ta JUYHOro CTpaxxa HECKOJIBKO MHAsA. MHe HYXKHO CIEOUTh 3a
Balllel aypoy, SMOLMAMU, KOM(OPTOM.



Kakoi1 komdopt, pbipkato. 3a aypoii? He coBcem nonunmaro,
YTO %€ OH TaM BuanT? Komrych Ha Hero, Moxer, crpocutb? bo-
SI3HO KaK-TO, a BAPYT Helb3sl. [la u BooOiiie, KTo 51 eMy Takas. Hy
B CMBbICJIE, UMIIEPATPULIA, TIOAONEYHAsA — HO SIBHO HE JApYI IS
OTKPOBEHHBIX Pa3rOBOPOB.

— 4 mpocto pymana, JOJKEH Ke ThI... OTAbIXaTh TaM? — XOTS
Ob1. He roBOp#1 y3Ke 0 CBOMX Jienax, MPOryyikax, Apy3bsx. JInuHoH
KU3HU.

— Most KOMHaTa psIOM C Balliel, — MOKa3bIBaeT Ha HEOOIb-
nryio 1Bepb. — M Bo nBoprie Tak xe. MIHora, koraa s BaM He Oy-
1y Hy’KeH, WM KOTJa Bbl Oy/ieTe 3aHATH C UMIIEPATOPOM. .. BO3-
MOHO, CMOXXETE OTITyCKaTh MEHSI JOMOM.

XMyPpIOCh, KaK-TO 3TO 3BYYHT. .. HEMPaBUJIbHO. [1o-Mmoemy, 5
JUISL HETO TaKOM K€ KaMeHb Ha Ilee, Kak U OH 11 MeHs. Hy u
paboTeHKa.

apcaav

Heuro Takoe mpocKasb3blBa€T B €€ IMOILUSX — KaJIOCThb, CO-
yyBcTBHEe. HO Belb OHa HE MOXKET 3HaTh, UTO J1J11 MEHS 3TO €/IUH-
CTBEHHBIH IaHC JOOUTHCS Yero-to B xu3Hu! B Moem Bo3pacte
ocraBarbcsl psAAoBbIM CTpaxeM — KaK-TO YK€ U BOBCE 3a30PHO.

— Hy, s nepexuBy, eciu Thl He Oy/Ielllb CJIeUTh 32 MHOW KPYT-
JIOCYTOYHO, — cMeeTCsl. ThI-TO NEpPeKUBEILIb, & MHE HU MaJIEHIIIE-
IO IIPOKOJIA HE MPOCTSIT.

— Ecnu couterte, 4TO HE CIIPABJIAIOCH. .. — 3aCTaBIsAI0 ce0s J10-
6aBuThH, CKMMAI0 3yObl. Ho HY’KHO cKa3aTh, MUHAUE APYTUE MOTOM
ckaxyT... Ta xe Illapacca, k npumepy. — Moxere npukasars,



9TOOBI MHE B3SUTM CMEHIIUKA. .. WJIM 3aMEHWIIH.

Kaxercs, 310 npemioxkeHne ee 3aMHTepecoBbiBacT. CHOBa
yAEPKHUBAIO PBYIIHMIACS OMaa, eCIi Obl 51 ellle yMeT HaJlaKuBaTh
otHoleHunsA. OMaa Bellb Ha HEW IPUMEHSATh HeJlb3sl, a B OCTaJIb-
HOM I U HE TIPAaKTUKOBAJICSI 0CO0O0.

— $lcHo, — cornamaercsi, — cnacu6o. JlaBait He OygeM 3acTaB-
JATh U. .. nnapuanapa xaath, CXOOU K HEMY.

— U eme, mos rocnoxa. Bel, HaBepHOe, He 3HaeTe. Bbl Bcerga
Ternepb MOXETe MO3BaTh MEHsI MbICJIEHHO — 51 Ha BaC HACTPOEH.
Ycnblity u cpasy ke npuny.

— Yenpimmiib? — AeByIIKa MOYeMy-TO UCITyTaHa U HeJIOBOJIb-
Ha. — Thl MOJKelllb YATaTh MOU MBICIIU?

— Yro BbI, rocnioka. Het, koHeuHO. TOJIbKO SMOIIUY BUKY.

— DMoruu? — aypa CKUMaeTcs1, Oy/ITO 1ake YIUIOTHSETCS.

Ecnu Obl st He ObUT YBEpEH, YTO OHA He MOKET 3HaTh HUKAKUX
TeXHUK paboThl C OMaa, permi Obl, YTO cTaBUT OIOK. Bripouem,
Jyepe3 HECKOJILKO MTHOBEHMI BCe BO3BpaIaeTcsi 00paTHO, BOJ-
Hbl BOJTHEHUSI, OTIIEYATOK JIBUKEHHUSI — OTBEPHYJIACh.

— 41 BUXKy Bce IMOIIMHU, TOCTIONKA. DTO OJHA U3 CIIOCOOHOCTEN
Crnenbix CTpakeil.

— U kax et 13 BaCc X BUAUT?

— KoHeuHo, Mos rocroxa.

Baapixaer, CJIOBHO XOUET YTO-TO eIlle CIIPOCHUTD, a He pella-
eTCsl I0YEMY-TO.

— Xoporro, ciacu6o. oy k ummiepatopy.

— C Barero no3BoJieHusl, 51 CHaYaIa epeoJeHyCh U MPUBEIY



ceOsl B MOPSIOK.

Cnen kuBKa, yX0xKy K cebe. Pe3kas, moHas TUIIIMHA YCIIOKa-
MBAET, 3aCTaBJIsisl IIYMHO, C HacJlaXJIEHUEM BbIIOXHYTh. [lagaio
Ha KpoBaTh, HE MOT'Y OTKa3aTh ceOe B YIOBOJBCTBUM TOJIEKATh
XOTb MUHYTY. JIUIIb CUHSIS aypa 32 IBEPbIO, HA KOTOPYIO COXPa-
HsIETCSI HACTPOUKA, BUIHA 37IeCh — CMa3aHHO, Oe3 JieTajiei, 3Mo-
UM He OTIUYMI Obl, pa3Be TOJBKO camble criibHbIe. CTpax, K
npumMepy. ['possinyo onacHocTh. Vnu ecnm Obl pemmia yuTu,
MOYYBCTBOBAJL.

C TpynoMm 3actaBisiio ceOsl TIOAHATHCS, B3SITh HOBBI KOM-
TJIeKT (popMbl, 3aiTH B Ayl [lleTrHa Ha 1mekax, mogHoIIY J1aJo-
HHU, JIETKUW OMaa CKUTaeT oTpociiue BojJocku. [IpoBoxy 1o Ko-
e, YTOOBl HUYEro He OcTaioch. MIHOrma gymaio, MOXeT, BbIKEUb
UX HacoOBCeM, Kak JenaloT MHorue CTpaku, YTOOBl HE TPATUTh
BpeMs Ha exeyTpeHHue npouenyps? Ho 310 HaBceraa, a BApyr
KOr/1a-HUOY/Ib 3aX04y OTPACTUTh?

[MepeoneBatoch, nepekiaapBal0 OecoBy 3anvcky, Hosmus 3a
Hee oOmkaercsi, ¥ He oTaath He Mory. U npyrue Ctpaxu Morm
3aMETUTh, KAK HE3HAKOMKA €1 UTO-TO MepeIaBalia, J0JIOKHUTh.

['psizHyl0 hopMy Kualo B CrielidaibHOE OTBEPCTUE B CTEHE,
TaM npucityra 3adeper 1a BricTUpaeT. Beixoxky oguimanbHo, ye-
pe3 mokou OyyIei UMIIepaTPHIIbI, XOTSI Y MEHS €CTh CBOU BbI-
XO[1, TOJIKO HE CO CTOPOHBI apaJHOM JIECTHULIbI — XeJTbTa UMEH-
HO K HeMy npuxoawia. U erie noraiiHas ABEpb, COEAMHSIONIAS
yepe3 Kopuaop ¢ komHatamu VBeHa u Jluiira.

Hoanmust o6opaumBaeTcsi, MOJTYUT, KUBAIO 110 STHUKETY, TIOJICO-



3HATEJIBHO KAy JKECTA — HEe 3aJePKUT JIU, HO OHA €Ille HE 3HAKO-
Ma C KeCTaMH.

[loaxoxy K NOKOSM MMIepaTopa, Ha crpaxe ['apuid, npuBbIy-
HO MEPEKUIBIBAEMCS 3HAKAMU OMaa — 3TO JIMIIIHEE, OJHAKO I10-
noxeHo. [Iponyckaer, B roctuHo# ViBeH. CHoBa MomuuT, OyATO
¥ He ObLJIO0 TOro 0OMeHa BrievyaTieHussMu. Toxe MoTay.

Wnnapuanap mosiBASETCS JOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, JOBOJICH W
6o1p, moxosxe, codpaics Kyaa-to. Omyckaercsi B Kpecyio, 6eper
B PyKY OOKaJl — BUXKY UTPHCTYIO CYTh BECEJIAIIEero HalMTKA.

— Yr0 THI XOUELIb MHE paccKas3arh, lapcans?

PutyanbHast (ppasa B 3TOT pa3 MpuoOpETaeT HOBOE 3ByUaHUE:
BJpYT HAYMHAIO OCO3HABATH, [IJIs1 YErO OHA. PaHbllle MHE HEYero
OBbLJIO paccKas3bIBaTh, a cevac BIepBble OOHAPYKUBAIO, YTO €CTh
BEIIM, O KOTOPBIX HE XOUETCsI COOOIIATh aKe UMIIepPaTopy.

N36aBsiiock OT KpaMOJIbHBIX MBICTIEH, ITOKa HE MEJIbKHYJIU B
OMaa, BbITACKMBAIO U3 KapMaHa 3alllCKy.

— Bor, Mol moBeUTEND.

— Caymaioo, — MOKpOBUTENBCTBEHHO KHUBaeT Minmapuanap.

Bpocato B3miaa Ha VIBeHa — B ujeasie, 1 JOJKEH NEpeaaTh 3a-
IIMCKY HE UMIIEPATOPY, 2 KOMY-TO U3 €r0 3psYMX COBETHUKOB JIH-
00 aIbIOTAHTY, HO 3716Ch MBI BTPOEM.

Jlerkoe nBUXEHUE — MOBEIUTEIND KEIAET IPUHATH €€ JIMYHO,
otnatw. [Ipoberaer ria3aMu — OueHb YETKUI OTIIEYATOK. DMOIUIN
Kak 0ObIYHO He BUAHO. Bpyuaer 3auem-To VIBeHy — BO3MOKHO,
XOYET BBISICHUTB, 4TO cMO:keT npouectb Crienoit Ctpax. OgHako
9TO 3aBUCUT BO MHOTOM OT TOT'O, YTO OH 3HAET O CYTH MpeaMe-



Ta, KOTOPBIH IEPKUT. IMOLIMHI Beb TOKE HEOOXOIUMO ITPOKHTh,
YTOOBI HAYYUTHCS MX YUTATh.

— Hoanus Bugena? — cripaliMBaeT, rojioc CIIOKOMHbBIN, U3yYa-
FOLIMA.

— Bugena, HO egBa JiM MOHsLIA, UTO 3TO U OT Koro. Ceituac k
Hell, HABepHOEe, MHOTHE 0OpaTUThCS 3aXOTHIT.

— [yctb oOparatorcs, — cornamniaercs. — byner, yem cedst 3a-
HATb.

— Kakue elnie pacriopsikeHust, MOW TIOBEJIUTEIb?

— Ilepenan MiBeHy naHHBIE OCTAIBHBIX MPETEHIECHTOK.

— 3ayeM? — BBIPBIBAETCSI, BHIOOP K€ yKe CliesaH.

— TBoe J1e/10 BBITIOHSATh, — CYXO€, THEBHOE.

— [Ipoctute, Mo¥ MoBeIMTE b, — OIYCKAIOCh HA KOJIEHO, CKJIO-
HSIIO TOJIOBY.

Hapetoch, Hoanmuu Huyero He rpo3ut. O1inyIai BHYTPEHHIOK
yxMbUIKY MIBeHa, ctapaioch caepxkarb sMonuu. [lopenurenb noju-
HUMATbCsl HE pa3pellaeTr, MPUXOAUTCSl YCTAHABIUBATh KOHTAKT
Tak. [lepenato Bce 0Opasbl, KOTOpBIE ycriea 00padoTaTh.

[MoBenurenb co cBouM JUYHBIM CTpaxkeM MOKHUIAIT TOCTH-
HYIO, ]Iy KaKoe-TO BpeMsi, HUKOTo. TOJIbKO TOrjaa MoJHUMAIoCh.
BosBpaiiaoch K MogonevHom.

Hosaua

Jlapcanb yXOnuT, MOTy, HAKOHEL], B3IOXHYTb ITOJIHOM TPYIbIO.
CrpaniHo noyemy-To, BCe J1y pPa3rHEBAHHOIO BOILIS UMIIepa-
TOpa M J1ake HEMHOTO XO4y, YTOObI MHE COOOIIWIM, OyITO OH
nepenyman. Ho nmonumato: storo He Oyner. Hu Bo3BpaieHus B



TIAHCUOH, HM BO3MOKHOCTH 3a0BITh 000 BCeM, KaK O NMPUCHUB-
LIEMCS CHE.

Mpeicau caMu cOOOM 3axOIAT O JKEHIIMHE C 3alMCKOU, U MO-
MouYb paja Obl, U 3710ch Ha Hee. [la uTo x oHa permia, OyaATo
sl TaM CaMOM IJIaBHOW craHy? Bripouem, Beab vUMImeparpuliei,
Kak Jmobe3Ho HaromHwi Miutapuannp. Bapyr Bce ke ymacrest
YTO-HUOY/Ib BBISICHUTH? A MOXET, 3TO Kakue-HUOYIb POBEPKU,
KTO UX 3HaeT? Manapusi DaBaiic, BCIOMUHAIO Ha BCAKUM ClTydan
UMsl, U CTapaloCh BBIKUHYTh MOKA BCE TO U3 TOJIOBBI.

JII000IBITCTBO TJI0KET, Bpoae Obl HUKAKMX OrpaHUYEHU He
O3BYYMBAJIM, IIPAMO MarHUTOM TAHET B KOMHary Iapcans. Pe-
IIAI0Ch BO3JIE JIBEPU; HABEPHOE, €CIM MHE Ty[a Henlb3sl, Oyaer
3anepro. TsHy — CTBOpKa MOJAAETCs, OCTOPOKHO 3arJIsiAbIBAIO,
BXOXY C MUHTEPECOM.

CtpaHHO, KaK-TO 3716Ch HEOKUJIAHHO CIIOKOWHO, Jake TUXO.
O06cTaHOBKA MOAXOAUT MO CTUITIO MOEH, pa3Be TOJIbKO MPOIIe Ha-
MHOT'0: KpOBaTh, Kpeclio, 1mkadg ¢ HECKOJIbKUMH HaOOpamMu OfIv-
HAKOBOW (pOpMBI, TakoM ke, Kak Ha Crpaxe. BapuaHT cuHen
— mpa3gHUYHOM, uTo Jin? Ellle mapa KOMIUJIEKTOB OOEBOM, U3
TOHKOT'O MPOYHOTo OpoHeMaTtepuaa, u Cpei BCEro 3Toro OJHu
IIPOCTHIe OPIOKHM CO CBUTEPOM J1a MexoBasl KypTka. [TorimMas ceOst
Ha TOM, YTO Pa3VIsIABIBAI0 UYKOU 1IKad), CMYIIIEHHO 3aKpPbIBAI0
JIBEPILY, OTHAKO HEe MOTY He 3arIsiHYyTh B TyMOOuKy. Tam mauka
HEOOBIYHOU TUIOTHOM, ciierka penbedHoi Oymaru. Ha Heckomb-
KHUX JIMCTaX HE TO PUCYHKH, HE TO OTIEYATKU — KOPUYHEBbIE,
CJIOBHO OO0 KeHHBIE cieibl. [IOHATH, UTO U300paxeHo, He To-



JIy4yaeTcsl.

PaccmarpuBaio, nmepedupaio, Kaxercsi, BOT-BOT YJIOBJIO CyTh,
O/IHAKO TaK M He yaaercs. CroxBaThiBalOCh, YOMPAIO JIUCTHI 00-
parHo. My panbiie, oOHapyKUBalo HEOOJBION CaHy3el C J1y-
IIEBOM, €l1lle O/IHY JIBepb. BhIIsibIBaIO, TaM, IOXOXKE, HENapai-
HBIN KOPUJOP, 3allacHas JIeCTHULA Baaau. Heurto Bpone yepHoro
Xofa.

Cwmyiatoce, 3aMeTHB AexypHoro Crpaka, cremy Mnockopee
BepHYThcA. OX, Hy Kakas U3 MeHs umreparpuna?!

CHoBa OKU/IBIBAIO B3MJISIIOM KOMHATY, YEM K€ OH BpeMsl KO-
poTaeT? DTO Be/ib HU KHUTY MOYUTATh, HU KUHO TIOCMOTPETb. . .
Harpasnsitoch k ceOe, Kak JBepb pacTBOPsIETCS, €1Ba HE HOCOM
K HOCY CTajikuBawoch ¢ Jlapcanem! Bripoyem, «HOCOM» CUJIBHO
CKa3aHO, OH BBIIIIE MEHS Ha JOOPYIO TOJIOBY, [a M BBIIIE OONb-
IIMHCTBA CBOMX Ke€.

YyTb oTcTynao, nogHuMaio Jimio. M3 ero a3 u ryo cieraior
MIOYTH SI3BIKK OEJI0ro TUIAMEHU — OIIyIIeHue, Oy/ITO ele HEeMHO-
T0, ¥ BRIPBYTCSI HA CBOOO/LY, COKTYT BCE BOKPYT.

Jlapcaib Ha 10110 CEKYH/Ibl TPUKPBIBAET BEKU, OTOHb MCYe3a-
€T — OCTaeTcsl IPUBBIYHBIN Oeblii CBET. 3a/IepXKUBal0 B3MJIsA]] HA
ry0ax, rje ye He BUJHO CJIe[IOB TUIAMEHU, HE MOTY OTOPBAaThCS
OT UX YEeTKOM HeynbpiounBoy uauM. [lanbsHble MbICIU B TOJIOBE,
Hey’KeJI1 MOLETyid MOXKET OCTABUTh OKOTU ?

Buky jerkylo pactepsiHHOCTb, BCIIOMUHAIO, OH € 3MOLUU
YHUTaET, 3aJIMBAIOCh KPACKOM, He 3HaI0, TO JIU cOeKaTh, TO JIK O0b-
SICHUTD, YTO 5 3[I€Ch JIENAIO. . .



— Tak OpicTpO? — BBIIAIO, CMYIIAIOCH €Ille CUJIbHEE, 3BYUYHT
OyITO MEHS 3aCTYKaIM Ha YeM-TO HETIPUITAIHOM.

Hapcaiib KUBaeT, MOIYHT.

— 41, HaBepHOe, He [I0JKHA 371€Ch HaXOOUTHCS. .. — HAUMHAIO
JUIsl 4ero-To ornpasjabiBaThCs. — [IpocTo XOTenock... MocMoT-
peTb.

— Bbl MoXeTe HaxomuThCs, Tie 3a01aropaccyauTcs, MOsI ToC-
M0Xa, — OTBEYAET C €/1Ba YJIOBUMBbIM HeioyMeHneM. — He npen-
riosiarasi, 4to Bam OyJieT UHTEPECHO.

— MHe Bce nHTEpecHO, — y/bI0aloch. — £l jke HIJero o Bac He
3HAIO. .. IOYTHU. ITO Ke... HY... HU4ero crpamHoro? He paccep-
JUT uMmneparopa?

[Mo nuiy Jlapcansi MenbkaeT He TO TeHb, HE TO HA0OOPOT —
CBET.

— Nmmepatop He cenain Ob1 MeHsI Baium JTMIHbBIM CTpaskeM,
ecii Obl €ro 3To cepauiio, — coodaeT. [a yx, Kak-To CIUIIKOM
TYMaHHO.

— Otpan 3anucKy? — Crienty y3Harhb, IOKa pa3roBop O KEHUXE.
Marno nu, MokeT, opa Bce OpocaTh U Oexarb nojaaibiie. Kyna
TOJIBKO.

Hapcab kuBaer:

— IIpocrure.

— U1 kak? — yTouHsA10 HEPBHO. — OH CWJIBHO pa3o3iuics?

— Yro BbI, rocnoka. OH ke 3HaeT, YTO Balllell BUHBI 3[1€Ch HET
Y BBl HE MPEICTaBIsIeTe, O KAKOW JIEBYIIIKE PEUb.

[TbITatock cOOOpa3uTh, KaK 3TO PacleHUTh. A UM TaM YTO-TO



M3BECTHO O AeByliike? Bolock cripaimBaTh, MycKail Jydille OcTa-
ercsl, KaK eCTb. XOTsl )KEHIIUHY KaJIKO. ..

Pa3roBop npepbIBaeT CUrHaj B IBEpb — MOIO, TO ECTh UMIIEpa-
TpulbiHy. [Japcanb cMOTPUT, CIIOBHO BUIUT HACKBO3b, OTIIPAB-
JsieTcst OTKpbITh. Yoy ciegom, mouemy e CJIOBHO — BUJUT Ke,
HaBepHoe? BenomuHar cioa Tepecuu.

— Tl 3Haemb, KTO TaM? — penIach TUXO CIIPOCUTD.

— Basitust, Mosi rocnioxka, — MpUOCTaHABJIMBAETCS.

fAcno, oOyuars Oyner.

— Tebe oOs13aTeILHO OCTABATHCS TIPH HEW?

— Ona HazexHa, UMIIEpAaTOpa HE MOABE/IET.

— Torna Moenib OTAbIXaTh, IOKA OHA Oy/IET YYUTh MEHS yMYy-
pa3ymMy, — CMEIOCh.

— Cnacn60, MOsI TOCIIOKA, — KMBAeT.

Zapcaaw

Banrtus no npuserctBuil He cHUCXOOUT. OObIUHAS XOJIOIHAS
OTYYK/IEHHOCTh, padounii HacTpoii. [IpoBepsiio aypy — Bce B I0-
psliKe, paBHOMEPHbIE LITAMIIbI JOJITa, KOPUYHEBOE MOTYMHEHNE
IIpUKa3aM.

— 3napasctByiite, spnapa Hoanus, s Bantusa. Mens npucian
MIOBEJIUTENIb, SI TIOMOTY BaM OCBOUTBHCS B HalieMm oOmectse. f
elie ero MaryImky odydJarna. ..

Bantust rooput 6e3 nepepbiBa, HamepeHa yunuTb, Hoamus —
YUUTBCH, MTOXO0KE, BBIMAET HEIUIOXOM COl03. ['0CThsl CMOTPUT Ha
MeHsI, TYT e TMOKa3bIBaeT Oydyllell umreparpulle ABUKEHHE,
KaKUM MOHO otnyctuth Crpaxa. ¥ Hosmuu moutu cpasy mno-



JIy4aeTcs — YETKO BUKY M IIOCBUI, ¥ oTHeyaTok. CKJIOHSI0 Ha MUT
TrOJIOBY, YXOXKY K cebe.

[Touemy-TO paxe xayb. [IOHATHO, YTO paHO WJIM MO3/IHO OHA
sToMy Bblyurtcsi. Ho, moxaryii, MHe OyJeT He XBaTaTh ee HeyBe-
PEHHBIX BOIPOCOB U MPOU3HECEHHBIX TOJIOCOM MTPUKA30B, OO0JTb-
I11e TIOXOASIIMX Ha TPOCHOBI.

Jloxych Ha KpoBaTh, HACJIAXJAIOCh TUILIMHOW, HO JIBEpb OCTa-
€TCsl IPUOTKPBITOM, YTOOBI CBSI3b MOJHOCTBIO HE 000pBaTh. MH-
TepecHo, Kakoi Hoamus Buaut Moo komHary? Yro BooOIIe Xo-
TeJia 371€Ch HauTH?

W13 ry0 cHOBa BBIpBIBAETCS OMaa, MOAHOLIY K HUM pykKy. Ee
OLLyTUMO HANPABJIEHHBIN B3[JIsAl, YETKAS IMOLMSA, KAKUX 51, TIO-
KaJyH, 1 He JIoBWI Ha cebe Hukoraa. CTpaxku OOBIYHO BBI3bIBA-
10T CTpax WM OTBpallleHUe, MHOTJa — U3BPALeHHBIN a3apT. Ka-
Kast-HUOY/b CITy4aliHOCTh, HaBepHOe. [lake cama He MoHsIA.

[Moxoxe, 3aapemai. [Tpochimaiock pe3Ko OT MPUOMKEHU S uy-
KUX ayp, IPUCMATPUBAIOCh, HO 3TO JIUIIIb CIIyKAHKU.

[TpoGeraio B3MIA0M 1O BCeM MOJHAA30PHBIM KOMHaTaM. Tam
yXke BOBCIO BaiTus X03fMHMYAET, Pa3MIsAbIBAI0 SMOLMU — HO
TMIOKa CJIOKHO CKa3aTh, HACKOJIBKO MOHPABWJIACH el OydyIast M-
neparpuiia. Maccaxku, KynaHusi, OObsSICHEHUSI TOHKOCTEW TMpH-
JBOPHOY KU3HU — 1 UM HE HYKEH.

Hosausa

Bantusa yem-to HanomuHaeT MajaaM JxkaHc — Takas ke IoJ-
Hasl, pa3roBOpuUMBasi, JaXe Te k€ MOyUYUTeSbHbIE HOTKH IPO-
CKaJIb3bIBAIOT. I 3T0 MHE IPOCTO XOYETCS LEIUIATHCSA 32 ITPU-



BBIYHBIE 00pa3bl B HOBOW KU3HHU.

7Ku3Hb, BIpoueM, MOKa BEIPUCOBBIBAETCSI HE CIIUIIIKOM MHTE-
pecHas. Cynst o cioBam Bantuu, OCHOBHOM Moeil 0Osi3aHHO-
CTBIO SIBJISIETCS POXJEHUE peOeHKa, HY U COIMPOBOXKICHUE MM-
nieparopa Ha BCSIKMX opUIMAIbHBIX TipueMax. K cepbe3HbiM BO-
npocaM HMMIlepaTpuiia JMO0 He TMOMMyCKaercsi, Jubo MHE M0
oUIMaIBHOM LIEPEMOHUH O HUX 3HATh HE MOJIOXKEHO.

Bantus obeniaer pacckazaThb O TeX, C KeM MPEICTOUT CTATIKU-
BaTbcs. JInuHo MeHst Gorbitie Bcero CTpakul BOJHYIOT. .. HE CUM-
Tast JKeHUXa, KOHEYHO.

— VY Crpaxeii ocodboe 3peHue, — OTBEUaeT, CUJIs PSIOM BO3-
Jie BaHHBI, TIOKa s OTMOKAI0 B Maxyudedl Boge. YecTHO roBops,
HETPUBBIYHO, YTOOBI KTO-TO HAXOAWJICS PSIIOM BO BPEMsI TaKO-
r'0 MHTIMHOTO TIPOIIecca, HO OOJIBIION CJIOW TIEHBI IPUMUPSIET C
HEOOXOAMMOCTBI0. — OHU BUJIAT BCE, YTO HAIOJHEHO SHEPTUEH.
He 3Hato, kak TeOe 0ObSICHUTS, I-TO U CaMa TOJILKO CJI0BA IPYTUX
nepenarb Mory. Uem Oosibilie SHEPrUu, SMOIIUI BKJIabIBaCIIb B
nerictue, Tem jrydriie Ctpax ero BUIUT. Thl IOJKHA HAYUUTHCS
B3aMMO/IENICTBOBATh, YTOOBI HE OOBSACHATHCS KaX bl pas. A Te-
0e NOKaxy MPUHSTHIE KECThl, HO HE 3a0bIBail BKJIIbIBATh B HUX
SHEPTHIO, MOChLT, YTOOB CTpax jierye Mor pacCMOTPETb.

— OTkyna oHu Takue 6epyTcsi? — BRIPBIBAETCS BOPOC, Bantus
yJIBIOAeTCS] CHUCXOUTENIBHO:

— OHu XUBYT B AcTape, MelepHoM ropojie B ckayiax. Tam ux
PEe3UIeHIIN s, MECTO, TJIe MPOXOAAT 0OyUeHre U OOPETaIoT CUITY.

— Kakoe obyuenue?



— 3, MIJI0YKa, 00 3TOM MHOTHME pajibl Obl y3HaTh, na Clienbie
XpaHAT cBOM TauHsbl. [10 BECHE NX OTPAL TPOXOAUT AKO U3 KOHIIA
B KOHeII, OTOMpaeT HaJeJIeHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU MaJIbUMIINEK, a
MIOTOM, Yepe3 AECATOK JIET, BO3BPAIAET UMIIEPATOPY OTMEHHBIX
Crpaxeil.

— Kak? To ectb moObix Maspumiiek? 1 qymaia, oHu. .. cpa3y
TaKUMH POXKIAIOTCSI.

— YTO THI, — KaYaeT ToJIOBOM, — HET, KOHEYHO.

Bpp, Kak-To MHe coBceM He To cele.

— D70 moMy4aercs, Joodoro pedeHka 3a0paTb MOTyT?

— MMmiepatopckoro He 3a0epyT, He TPEBOXbCSI, — YIIBIOAETCST
Banrus. [lepBoro He 3a6epyT, a BTopble Kyaa aAeBatotcsi? He mo-
JKeT Bellb ObITh, YTOOBI HUKTO He poskail. Kak-To 6010ch criparim-
BaTh, HA MECTE JIyyllle MOUIY MHPOPMALIUIO.

— A neBouku?

— He, neBouek He Tporaiot, 4yro-1o ClienbiX B HAIllEH aype He
YCTpauBaer.

- Yr0?

— IlonATUA HE UMeEN.

CrpanHo Tak Bce. Kak-To, HaBepHOe, HYXHO MOIIBITATHCS
Hapcans pasroBoputh. He nymaio, 4to OH cTaHeT OOMaHbIBATh,
CKOpee OCTaHOBMT, €CJIM UTO HEMOJIOKEHHOE crpoly. A 51 Bcerjaa
CMOTY MPUKPBIThCS HeBeneHueM. Hazerock.

— A 1H ObIBasia B Actape? — MHTEPECYIOCh. SI3BIK C TPyAOM
MOBOPAYMBAETCSI 0OPAIATHCS K TIOKUIION KEHIIUHE Ha «ThI», HO
OHA cama TaKoW TOH 3a/1aJ1a U JJa)ke HAMEKHYJIa, YTO MMIepaTpu-



1€ pelarh, Kak K KoMy oOpamarbcs. [IpuBbIKaio.

— Y10 TBHI, — CHOBa Ka4aeT rojIOBOM, — OH K€ 3aKPBbIT, HE MO0~
opatbcst. Tam CTpaku Bce OXPaHSIIOT, & OHU 3HAelllb KaK JaIeKo
OMACHOCTb 3aMETUTb MOTYT?

Otkypna % MHe 3HaTb-TO. HO OTBETUTD HE ycrieBaro, MpuXoaaT
CIIy’KaHKM C OTPOMHBIMU NakeTaMH. Jlapcaiib, Kak HU CTPaHHO,
HE pearupyer, BO BCSKOM CJIy4ae HU IaroB, HU rojioca He ClIbl-
mry.

MeHs MaccaxupyloT, HATUPAIOT, OJIEBAIOT BO BCSIKME HEBEPO-
SITHBIE TUIAThS. S1 B BOCTOpre OT KaxkA0ro, CUIST UACATbHO, CIIOB-
HO JIJIsl MEHS U IIWJIM, HO BanTus KpuBUTCS, YEM-TO HEAOBOJIb-
Ha, YTO-TO MOMPABJISIET, YTO-TO MPUKA3bIBAET UCTIPaBUTh. Hako-
Hell, OCTAaHABJIMBAETCS Ha OMHOM, MEJTHOM, TTOJI IIBET BOJIOC, C OT-
KPBITOY CITMHOM. Jlasiblie Bce MPUHUMAIOTCSA 32 MOIO [IPUYECKY 1
JIMILIO, TIO OKOHYAHUH He y3HatTh! JIloOyloCch, HUKOI/IA TaK HEe BbI-
rIsiena, MpsMO HPaBUTHCA ceOe HauMHAIO.

3BOHOK B JIBEPb, YIUBIISIIOCH, KTO Obl 9TO — CIIy’KaHKH THXO
BolUIK. /K11y, YK HE KEHHX JIM, TaK U XOUETCS MTOKA3aTbCs EMY.
HaromuHario ce6e, 4To OH Ternepb MEHs 4acTO TaKoW BUJIETH OY-
JIeT, YJIbIOAIOCh.

— CMmoTpu-Ka, Kakue y Hac BOJIIEOHUIIb, — cMeeTcs Bantus,
OI0OPUTENTLHO pa3IiisiibiBast Moe oTpaxeHue. — Hy mpocto kpa-
casuna!

Hapcanb nosiBiseTcs 6eciryMHo, OyATO MOCTOSTHHO Ha CTpake
CTOSUI, OH 4TO, He OTIOXHY aaxe? OTKpbIBaeT, 000paunBaioCh
C JTIIOOOIBITCTBOM.



— K Bam 3p Basup, Mos rocnioxa, — coodmaeT. Eciu Ob 1 erre
3HaJja, KTO 3TO TaKOM.

— JlaBaii ero cioma, Mbl JJeM! — BKIIMHUBaeTcs1 Banrus.

Morofioli ¥ BITOJTHE CMMITaTUYHBIA MYKYMHA 3aXOIUT, OCTa-
HaBJIMBAETCSI C JIETKON 3aMUHKOM, KJIAHSIETCS1 YYTUBO, HE TIO3BO-
7515t ceOe OTKPOBEHHO MeHs pa3misiibiBaTh. OJTHAKO U MHTEpeC
CKpHITh He yrmaercsi. JIubo He cTpeMuTcs.

— JloOpwiii Beuep, spnapa Hoamus, Bel BocxututesbHbl! S co-
BETHUK MMIIEpaTopa Mo MpuABOPHBIM Boripocam, basup Mapc.
I'ocnioxxa Bantusa npocuia... MMM. .. IOMOYb.

Ha? IlepeBoxy U3yMJIEHHBIN B3IJISI] HA CBOIO BPEMEHHYIO Ha-
CTaBHHUILY.

— BrI ipocTuTe, MOS rOCIIONa, — C JIETKOM YJIBIOKOW OTBeYa-
€T Ta, — HO HaM HYKHO MOHSTh, TOTOBBI JI BBl K Mpuemy. bymb-
Te J0OE3HBI, MOKaKUTE, KaK TaHIyeTe — Bpy4JaeT Ty Ha Kao-
nykax. Kpacusble u qaxe ynoOHble, mopa3uTenbHo. — Dp bazup
J0OE3HO COTIACKJICS OKa3aTh HEOOJIBIIYIO YCIIYTY, BAC Bellb 00Y-
yanu 0e3 mapTHepa, HACKOJIBKO 51 TIOHUMAIO.

Crapaioch He CMyTHTBCS, OTKY/Ia Ha BCeX MapTHEPOB HaOparth,
y HaC ¥ OIHOTO OOBIYHO He ObLIO, U3peaKa MajaaMm JkaHc yaaBa-
JIOCh TIPUTJIACUTH KOTO-TO M3 yuHTeneld-MmykuuH. Tak, ¢ 1eBod-
KaMU POJISIMU MEHSUJINCh, HO BBIYUWIN ABMKEHUS! JIOCKOHAJIBHO.

Ot BOo/MHEHMS eJjBa He 3a0bIBal0, KaKkas MapTHUsl KEHCKasi, HO
Bazup crosb nogiepkuBaIIe YIbi0aeTcss U CTOJIb YBEPEHHO Be-
JeT, 4TO pacciadisioch M Jake HAYMHAIO TOTydYaTh YIOBOJIb-
CTBUE.



TaHIiryemM no (pparMeHTy pa3HbIX TAHIIEB — OJIHA U3 CITY)KaHOK
MY3BIKY TiepeKJiioyaeT. Baatus roBoput, 4ToObl HEe yCTaTh paHb-
e BpeMeHu. OgoopuTenbHO KUBaeT. bas3up Jerko U HempuHy K-
JEHHO HAUMHAET O YEM-TO pacCKa3blBaTh, PACCIPAIIMBATh, TOKE
PUCKYIO:

— A B 4eM cocTosAT Barm 00si3aHHOCTH, 3p? S1 coBcem masio
3HAKOMA C )KU3HBIO UMIIEPCKOTO IBOPA.

— Bam He Hy)XHO HM O YyeM OeClOKOUTbCs, piapa, — yibloa-
ercs. — Ho s pacckaxy, koHeuHo. B Moeli komneTeHIMU BCe BO-
MIPOCHI, OTHOCSIIIMECS] K AOMY MMIIEpaTopa U €ro CBUTHI, HAUU-
Hasl OT OpraHu3allvi MPUEMOB U 3aKaHYMBas pa3pelieHUeM CIo-
POB M€K NMPUABOPHBIMU. B gOpore UCHonHA©0 Te ke (PyHKLIUU:
KOOPIMHAIIMIO BCEX MOMOIIHUKOB MOBEIUTENS, 32 UCKIIIOUEHU-
eM reapauu 1 Ctpaxen. TaM cBOM KOMaHIUPBI.

— Ara, TO ecTh ecJH 51 3aX0Uy IMPOBECTH KaKON-HUOYIb TIPUEM,
oOpariarbcs K BaM? — CMEIOCh.

— Bcerna, Mosi rocnoska, — OTBEYAEeT C JIETKUM ITOKJIOHOM.

Haneroch, corytacoBbIBaTh Mprxoj AJIMBI He 00s13aTebHO. Bo
BCSIKOM clly4dae, Myutapuanip HU4ero Takoro He rOBOpHIL.

HeoxunanHo 3ameyato, uto apcaib He yien k cede, CTOUT y
JBEPU, CMOTPHT. .. CTPAHHBIN TaKOW B3IJIs A, OSJIbId CBET B IJ1a-
3ax rmouyemy-to rpooupaert. Kanb Bee ke, uto CTpax HE MOXET
MeHs yBuzeTh. IMEHHO Tako# BOT, KakoW sl M cama ceOe HauM-
HAalo KpacaBMIIEW Ka3aThbCsl.

apcanwv

He mory orBectr B3r1s11. Ha TaH1bl, B KOTOpBIE BIOXKEHA 11Y-



1112, BOOOIIe MPUATHO CMOTPETh, a KOTJIa YeTKHe JBMKEHHUS OT-
MIEYATHIBAIOTCS MO]] 3aBECOM SICHOM CHUHEW ayPbl — YIOBOJIbCTBUIO
Her npezena. Hoanus ¢ ncKpeHHew MoYTH IETCKOM PaloCThIO OT-
JaeTcs TOMY, 4YTo Jenaer. PaccripammBaer Beex U, IOXOXeE, Ha-
YMHAET HaJla)KUBaTh KOHTAKThl. bazupy oHa HpaBUTCS, IBHAS JIU-
HUSI CAMITATUH, PACTBOPSIONIAsT y3JIbI HEOOXOAUMOCTH.

— Tenepb A BbIHYKJEH BaC OCTABUTh, MOSI TOCIIO)KA, — UICKPEH-
Hee coxxayieHue. — CKopo 3a BaMu 3aiI€T TIOBEJIUTENb.

Hosnua kuBaer, pactepsHHOCTb, TpeBora. CMOpUT emy
BCed. [IBUKEHME K 3epKally, KakKeTcs, AaXke OTPaXKEHHE OILly-
mao. [ToqHOCUT pyKHM K ILIEKaM, CaiuTCs, IPKUE BCIIBIILIKYU BOJI-
HEHUA.

CiyKaHKU BOKPYT, JIETKME B3MaxXy — IONPABJISIOT IIPUYECKY
C IUIATbEM, YTO JIN.

— MHe yiitu nim noOwITh ¢ ToOOK? — uHTEpecyercs: Bantus,
Opocaet B35 HAa MeHsl. Hoanus kiazetr pyky Ha )KHUBOT.

Henao mar Bnepena, Bantus npubmmkaercs ko mHe. ITpo-
3pavHbIC A3BIYKU JOCA/IBL.

— OHa HepBHUYALT, — COO0IIAl0 TUX0. BanTus B3apIXaer, noj-
XOIUT K 0apy, 10cTaeT My3blpeK ¢ MATKOW YCHOKauBAIOIIEH Cy-
Tbl0. OTCUNTHIBAET B XPYCTAJIbHBIN OOKAI HECKOJILKO Karlelb, J10-
nuBaet Boabl. [logHocuT Oymyeit ummneparpurie:

— Bpoimeit, goporas. TeGe HyXHO YCHOKOUTHCS. BriepBbie
CTPALIHO, KOHEYHO, 5 BCE IIOHUMAIO.

Hoanmus npuauMaer Ookasl, OIIyIial Ha cede CepauThiid
B3I, ] ke Kak JTydIre XoTelt, e Obl, epe/t EPBbIM B )KU3HH



npuemMomM Oyzelib HepBHUYATh. Koraa oH yke BOT-BOT, HEOXKH-
JAHHO HarpsHyJI.

— Cnacu6o0, — oxoske, MPOXJIaHbIA TOH UMITEPATPUIIb JaeT-
cs1 Hosnuu mipoinie, yem ka3anock. — §1 Obl Bce-Taku nmooblia ofi-
Ha... IOXaJyicra.

CrtpaHHO, NO-MOEMY, €1 Ceryac BOBCE HE XOUETCS] OCTaBAThCS
OOHOM. B TakoM COCTOSIHMM KOrja KTO-TO OTBJIEKAET — BCErna
nydine nepeHocutcsi. He Buky, uytoOsl muma. [loxoxe, nepkut
OOKaJ B pyKe.

Bantusa co cinykaHkaMy IpOIIAIOTCSA, YXOIAT.

— Jlapcaiib... CKaxu, MOXaJIyicTa, — MOJHUMAETCS BAPYT. —
41 3Ha10, Ipeskie BCEro Thl UCIIOHSENIb TPUKa3bl UMIIEpaTOpa U
JOKIaapiBaelb emy. [locie Hero — kro?

— He coBcem noHnmMaro BOIrpoc, Mosi FOCToxXa.

— Ybm nipukassl 1 Te0s1 mpuoputeTHbi? TBoEro komanaupa?
Toro, Ha koro ykaxet umrneparop? Ero quunoro Ctpaxa?

— Bamm nipukasbl, Mosi rocrioxa.

— To ectp He Bantun? He xoro-To eme?

A yxe noHsan, k yeMy oHa. Moy, kuBaw. Tsaxkeso gymars,
yro Nnnapuanap MOxeT pacnopsAUThCS MOTYMHATHCS KOMY-TO,
9B MPHUKa3bl MPOTUBOpeunin Obl TBOMM. Hanelock, o aToro He
JOUZET.

— Jlapcajib, — TOBOPUT TUXO, YYTh JAPOTHYBIIMM TOJOCOM. —
[Moxanyiicta, MHE He XOTeJOCh Obl, UTOOBI Thl YTO-TO JIEJIaN 32
MO€W CIIMHOM.

— 4 w3 nyymmx noOyxaeHuit, Most rocrioxa. [Ipocture. Boi



nepeBo30yKJeHbl, a BanTtus onbiTHAa B Takux Borpocax. U 3to
ee 00sI3aHHOCTb.

— [a, Bepro. ITpocTto nmoHMMaeb. .. Thl CJAMIIKOM MHOTO BH-
avinb. W stydinie cHavana rOBOpY MHE... 4TO Obl 9TO HU Obl-
70. [Toromy uTO ecnu Thl BceM moApsia Oyenib paccKa3bIBaTh,
B KAKOM 51 HACTPOEHUM WIH YTO 1 YyBCTBYIO... I TaK HE CMOTY.
[Moxany¥icTa, eciu Thl JIOJKEH KOMY-TO YTO-TO 000 MHE JI0JIO-
KUTh. .. CKOXU CHavasaa MHe. § moiiMy... ¥ XOTs1 Obl MOArOTOB-
JIOCh.

— 41 noHs1 Bac, Mos rocnoxa, — J1eJ1ak0 1ar K Heu, e/1Ba yaep-
’KUBAIOCh, UTOOBI HE TIOIHSTH PYKY, HE MOMPOCUThH pa3pelieHus
MIPOBECTH OMaa Mo JUILy. Xouy TeOs1 yBUIETb.

Ho k komHatam yxe npubnmxkaercsa Viiapuanap, eapa v
€My TIOHPaBHJIOCH OBl 3aCTaTh HAC TaK.

— JloroBopuuck, — yneidaercss Hoanus.

— K Bam umneparop uaer, — npeaynpexaarn.

— Cnacu60, — KMBaeT, OTCTaBJIsIeT OOKaJl, Tak 1 He TJIIOTHYB. —
Haneko?

— Papgom. PasroBapusaer ¢ bazupom.

Hosnusa HepBHO B3pIXaeT, CMOTPUT Ha JBepb. Pemato ycro-
KOMTB:

— Dpy baszupy B mpunumcs no ayme. W gpuranuce 6es-
VIPEUHO. .. C MOEW TOUKH 3PEHUSI.

— Hapcanb, — BIpyr noBopauvBaetcs. — TeOe HpaBUIOCH B
Acrape?

Heoxuaannbiil Boripoc. XOTs 5 CIIbIIIAN, O YeM OHU ¢ BanTtu-



el OeceoBaIN.

— YuuteiBasi, 4TO S TPWUKBI TIBITAJICS OTTY/IA COXKATD. .. — OT-
BEYAIO.

He nymai, uto komy-HUOYOb CTaHy 00 3TOM PacCKa3bIBaTb.
Ho eciiu Hoanus Gyner no-npeskHeMy Tak HACTOPOXKEHa M BPax-
neOHa, MeHsI TOYHO cMeHsT. HykHo 4To-TO Aenars.

Crapatock He BciomuHartsb o mpu [lapacce. [Tomyyaercs, cam
TOTO He jKeJasi cie/lyio ee 3aMbiciiaM. Pasragars Obl.

Hosaus

Hapno xe, ycmemka! MpadHoBarasi, HO Bce ke. S-To gymana,
OH U BOBCE HE yMeeT. X0uy CIIPOCHUTh, ToyeMy yoerai... XoTs u
TaK MOHATHO: OTTY/A, [JIe XOpoIlo, cOexarh He nbiTalotcsi. Hy a
BAPYT y3HAIO ellle YTO-HUOYyb. .. OHAKO ABEpH MOAAET OUepe/-
HOW CUT'HAJI, OTKpBIBAeTCs, Ipomnyckasa Muapuanapa ¢ ero amd-
HbIM CTpakem.

WMniepaTtop OcTaHaBIMBAETCSl, CMOTPUT BOCXMIIIEHHO, pac-
CKa3bIBAET, KaK 51 MPEKPACHO BBITJISIKY — OINIYIIAl0 ceOsi OoUTH
cuacimBoi. [lomaer pyky, BeieT BHU3, CHOBA B I'PaBUKap — HaJI0
Ke! XOoTs TyT psioM, JIETUM OyKBaJIbHO MSITh MUHYT, MOXHO U
HEITKOM OBbLJIO TIPOUTHUCH.

CrienaibHblii OTPOMHBIN 3aJ1 TPUEMOB B OJHOM U3 IpaBU-
TETbCTBEHHBIX OCOOHSKOB. [Toxoxke, 3/1ech He KUBYT, TOJIBKO Ha
pa3Hble BCTPEUU ChE3KAIOTCS.

Kak e mHoro Hapony! Oco3Halo, 4To 3TO k€ BECh BBICHIMI
CBET, BCe MIPABUTENILCTBO 00euX jepkaB! HaBepHoe, HYKHO ObI-
JIO YCTIOKOUTENIbHOE BBINUTh. HO Tak He X0Tenoch XOAUTh COHHOM



COMHaMOYJIOK.

MeHs Bce BpeMsi KOMY-TO MPEACTABIISIIOT, MbITAIOCh 3allOM-
HUTD JIUIA U UIMEHA — KaK HU MOPA3UTEIIbHO, J1aXke MOTyJyaeTcs.
Brnipouem, y MeHsI ¢ mamsThio BCEIjia XOpOoIIo ObLIO, YyTh HE C
NIepBOro pasa JoOble CTUXOTBOPEHUS U JIa)ke MPO3y 3ay4rBaa.

CrpanHO, Bpone Obl HUKOTJ]A HE BUJETA CTONBKUX MYKUUH
OIHOBPEMEHHO, a CMOTPATCS TaK ecTecTBeHHO. U omryraio ceos
Ha yIUBJIEHHE JIETKO, KaK OyTO HUYEro B TOM OCOOEHHOT'O HeT.
Haxe Kakue-TO HESICHbIE TEHU-BOCIIOMUHAHUS MEJbKalT. Mo-
KET, O pOOUTENAX, OTUE? MOXKET, 1 B HOPMAJIBHOM CEMbE Kua?
C poscTBEHHUKAMU WM BOBCE OpaThsiMu?

Jlapcayib IOCTOSIHHO C33/11, 34 CTOJIOM TOXe — psiioM ¢ VBe-
HOM MMIIEpaTOpa. DTO NPUAAET HEOKUIAHHON YBEPEHHOCTH.

Kakas xe s ronogHas! C yqoBOJIbCTBUEM MEPEKYCHIBAIO, 3a-
03714710 BCTIOMMHAIO O ToM, uTo U CTpax Bellb ¢ camoro odena
y Magam [IxxaHc He en. HyxHo Oyner pa3oOparbcs, Kak TO BCe
MIPOUCXOMNT, Kakor pexuM. CeroqHsIHUIA JIeHb TaK ObICTPO 1
CyMOYpHO TpoJieTes1 — HUYero o4ty He ycrena.

[Totom GanbHBIN 3aJ1, HECKOJILKO MIepBbIX TaHleB inapuanap
HE OTXOAUT OT MEHS HU Ha Iuar. A Jajblie KaxAblil My:KYMHA
CUMTAET CBOUM JOJIFOM MPUIIACUTb, UCTIPOCUTh UMIIEPATOPCKO-
0 JI03BOJIEHHU ], JKEHUX YUTHUBO COIJIAIIAETCS, [1a U 51 HEe MPOTUB.
[MornsapiBa0 Ha HETO, HO OH YJIBIOAETCS CBOMMM CBOJSIIMMU C
yMa sIMOYKaMH, U CaM HU C KEM HE TaHILyeT, BCE HA MEHS CMOT-
put. Kak ke MHe 3T0 HpaBUTCs !

Baszup Toxe mpuriaiiaer, Moji, XOTb OJUH MOJTHOLIEHHBIN Ta-



HEll s I0JKHA eMy MojapuTh. Elle 3anomuHalo crapuka Xapma-
ca, TOXe U3 KaKMX-TO COBETHHMKOB. JIMIIO yk OOJBHO KecTKoe,
pe3koe, HenpusaTHoe. Kectop IOpaii, npencraButesis TOproBUEB
Kwmenb, napa agbiotantoB. Komangup Crenbix Jluit. 3psuen
rBapauent 3aBenyer Axaap. Kakaplii U3 3TUX MyXKUdH Onpese-
JIEHHO 3aHMMAET TMOJIOKEHUE ITPU UMIIEPATOPCKOM JBOPE, U, YTO
CTPaHHO, HU Y OIHOTO HeT *keHbl. Heyxenu Tepecus Oblia rpasa,
BCe Mpuexaiy 3a xeHimuHamu ? mneparop coOpai oTpsiji X0o-
CTSKOB?

OrnsaaeiBatocs, napuanap Kyga-To Bbies. Japcaib, nmoka
sl TAHIYl0, CTOUT Yy OIHOM W3 KOJIOHH. Pelaio oTrpaBUThCs K
HEeMYy, YTOUHUTb, rie xkeHux. HyxHo Oyner notom 000 Bcex pac-
cnpocuth. Beb eciii OH JeMCTBUTENBHO I0JI)KEH UCTIOMHSATh MOU
MPUKAa3bl, Y MEHS MOSBUTCS TAKOM 3aMeyaTesibHbI COBETYHMK,
MHAUKATOp OKpyxawomux. He dakr, nmpaBaa, 4To CTaHET 4ecT-
HO JIETUTHCSI CBOMMU HaOmoneHusiMu. .. Ho BOT 3a011HO U mpo-
BEpPUM.

OO6Hapyk1Balo, Kak KTO-TO C JIPYrOd CTOPOHBI KOJIOHHBI OT-
BJIEKAET €ro, MOIX0XKY, CJIbIIIY OTPbIBUCTOE:

— 4 Ha cyxo0e.

— 41 mpocTto xOTena... — IeBYyIIKa 3aMOJIKaeT, 3aMevasi Moe
NpUOIMKEeHHE.

TemHas1, kKaperyiazas, yXOKeHHasi — IBHO U3 KAKOU-TO BBICIIEH
cembu. Yto eii Hy:kHO oT Moero Ctpasxka? Ilouemy-To HeOKUJaH-
HO 3JTUT.

— Jlenn Hoanmus! — pagocTHO BBICTYIIAeT HE3HAKOMKA M3-3a



KOJIOHHBI, TPUXOJUTCSI OTHICKATh B HEJpaX COOCTBEHHOTO HEJO-
BOJIbCTBA PAAYIIHYIO YIBIOKY. — 1 Xenbra Jluce, ky3uHa Beiciieit
Hanuu.

YV HUX TyT BCe Ky3UHBI, KTO JaJIbllIe CECTep J1a IJIEMSIHHUKOB.
Bort c Hee u HauneM. [1ocie npuema paccnponry, KTO Takas U 4e-
ro OT Hero xoresa. HyHo ke MOHATh, HACKOJIBKO 51 MOTY EMY. ..
XOTsI Obl OTHOCUTEJILHO JIOBEPSITh.

apcaav

Hoanus OpicTpo amantupyeTcs, HeoxkuaaHHO. BoinneHus no-
YTU He BU/IHO, CJIOBHO B3sJIa OMaa Itoj] KOHTPOJIb. Jlerkas psiob,
CKOPO pacTBOPSIIONIASACS B CUHEM cBeTe. OH TaKou SIPKHA, UTO OT
IIPUKOCHOBEHU S IPYTHE aypbl TOKE HAYMHAIOT CBETJIETh, — IIPAB-
J1a, HEHAJIOJIrO.

3ameualo XesbTy, HE pearnpylo, BHE3AIIHO cama IOAXOINT.
CTpaHHO, OIpeIe/ICHHBI MHTEPEC, XOTS He MOXO0%ke, YTOObI CHO-
Ba OblIa MO BO3JCHUCTBUEM KAaKUX-JMOO HAMUTKOB. B yodom
cllyyae, TOBOPUTh Ha CIIyk0€ C MOCTOPOHHUMH 3alperieHo, o
yeM U cooOman KopoTko. He 3a0bBalo MOOKPENUThH JIErKOM
BCIIBIIIIKOM OMaa, 4YToObl He B3yMaJjia HACTauBaTh.

Hoanmus mnpubnuxkaercsi, He MeHee HEOXUIAHHBIE JICHTHI
HEJIOBOJIBCTBA, M JaXeE... 1a HET, He MOXeT ObITh. Kak 0OBIYHO,
OBICTPO BO3BpAIaeTCcsl K HOpMe, HIOAHCHI PACCMOTPETh HE yCIie-
BaIO.

JleByIIKY 3HAKOMSITCS, O YeM-TO OecelyIoT, TOrOBaprBaloTCsI
erie yBuieTbesl. He ckazath, 4ToObI MHE 3TO HPABHIJIOCH, HO MO-
UM MHEHHeM He mHTepecyorcsi. HaGmonato 3a aypoit XenbThl,



npeolnaiaeT JIMYHbIA nHTepec. He Mory moHsTh, KO MHE JH, K
Crpaxam win B LIEJIOM K MyX4uHaM AWo. g najabHen pom-
CTBEHHUIIbI MJIA/IIIIEH BETBU IIAHCHI 003aBECTHCh MYKeM Cpelin
MECTHBIX CHJIbHO coKpamatptcs. Ho uto6sl B MoBase ocrancs
KTO-TO W3 CBHUTHI UMIIEPATOPa, 32 BCIO UCTOPUIO OBLIO, MOXKET,
pa3 Wi J1Ba.

— Hapcainb, — Tuxo crpamubaer Hoanus, korga Xenabra oTxo-
quT. — He 3Haems, rue Wnapuanap?

— 51 He Bcera MOry ONpeAesuTh, 1€ OH HAXOIUTCS, MOsI TOC-
Mo’a.

— A amoruu. .. Toxe He Bceraa? — moxosxke, Oyayias ummepa-
TpHULIA PACCTPOEHA.

— Crpaxu He BUIAT aypy UMIIEparopa, Mos rocrioxa. Ha Hem
JexuT ocodas 3ammra. Passe Tonbko mmunbii CTpaxk, HO TOY-
HO HUKOMY HE€ W3BECTHO, HACKOJIbKO MOXKET YMTaTh MOBEIUTE-
a1 BeH. OHako eciu Vimapuanp BaM HyKeH, BCErAa MOKHO
HaiTh camoro VIBeHa, Ha mpueMe OH JjajieKo OT IpJiapa He OTOM-
JeT.

— 4 nmpocto xoTena y3HaTh. .. IPOAOJIKATh JIU, WM. .. — Ho-
9MUs1 TepsieTcs, HO 51 U 0e3 Toro ee MoHMMal, KuBalo. Eii 31ech
OIHOM HEJIOBKO, 51 Obl HaJoJITo He octaBisii. [lepBblil pa3, Bce
xe. Tonpko 51 He Vutapuasp. .. ¥ He )KEHUX.

— WBeH B cocegneM 3ase. Ckopee BCero, ¢ KeM-TO BEyT Iie-
peroBopbl. it uMIiepaTopa 1 ero npuOIMkKeHHbIX IPUEM — CKO-
pee CpelCTBO PElIUTh TOCYAaPCTBEHHBIE BOMPOCHI, YeM CIIOCO0
pas3BJIEYbCs U OTIOXHYTb.



Hoanus noyemy-to cMyliiaercs, YeTKuil cieq KuBka. Bapyr
JIyq JIIOOOTIBITCTBA, SIPKUH, IOYTH COTHEUHBI.

— Jlapcaib, a THI TaHITyelllb? — yJIbI0aeTCsl.

— Yro BbI, rocnioka. Hac Takomy He oOyuanu, gaxe eciiu Obl
MHE MOHO OBLJIO 3a0BITh O CBOUX OOSI3aHHOCTSIX.

Baapixaer, kaxkercsi, iCKpeHHe paccTpoeHa. He nmonumaro.

Hosaus

N yem s nymana, cnpammas Ctpaxka o tanue. Ho tak Bapyr
3aXO0TENOCh. .. 4ero-To rakoro. [ymnoro, HaBepHOe. Xopouio,
Ba3up npuxomuT Ha TIOMOIIIb, YK He 3HAI0 — IO MPOChOE JIU VM-
niepaTopa, Mo CBOEH JIM MHUIMATUBE, HO CIIOBHO MPUCMATPUBAET
32 MHOW BECh BeYep.

Wnnapuanap Bo3Bpamiaercsi CIyCcTsi MUHYT COpPOK, €CIM He
Ooipiie. 1 6Ge3ymMHO ycTasia, U, KaXeTcsl, X094y TOJBKO OJHOTO:
TEIJIOrO MeCTa, IJie MOXHO CBEPHYThCS KAJIAUUKOM U 3aCHYTb.
Horu ryadr, B rojioBe OTCTYKMBA€eT MY3bIKa.

Wmmneparop, moxoxe, He CIUIIKOM JIOBOJIEH, HO C TIPUOHKe-
HHEM Ha JIMIIE PacliBETaeT YIbIOKa.

— Hy kak Tebe? — cripammBaer.

— Bocropr! — orBevaio.

— Yromunace?

— Ecnm gyectHO, yxacHO.

— ITonumaro. /17151 mepBoro pasa 3ameyaresibHO POJAEPKaach.
Hy uTto0, oTObIBagM?

PajgocTHO cornainaioch, 1iepeMOHUs1 O(PUIIMATIBHOTO Mpola-
HHS 3aTATMBAETCS ellle Ha JOOPBIX MMojTJaca, Ha yJuIie CBEXO, J1a-



ke rpoxJiaiHo. Tocse sxapKoro rmoMeleHusl, 3arno;THEHHOTO JIbl-
XaHUEM HECKOJIBKUX JIECSATKOB Pa3ropsi4eHHBIX TeJ, CTAHOBUTCS
XOJIOHO. 3aTO KOT/a MOJJHUMAeMCsI K arapTaMeHTaM, B COH yxke
He MPOCTO KJIOHUT — eJie cO0Opaxarto, Ijie s U YTO MPOUCXOMIUT.
Jlaxxe MesibKaeT TyMaHHasI HaJIe)k/1a: ceiiuac MPOCHYCh U OKaXeT-
cs1, OyATO HUYEro MogoOHOro CO MHOM He ciydanock. Ho yBbI.

Wnnapuanap ocTaHaBIMBaeTCs, MPUICPKUBAET 3a TaJMIO,
TIPOBOIWT MaJIbIIAMU TIO CITUHE — JIACKOBO TaK, nmpusiTHO. He Mory
TIOHSITh, TO JIM TYTaloCh, TO JIM HA0OOPOT — XOUYy Yero-To OOJIb-
IIIeTO.

— 51 GBI ¢ yMOBOJILCTBUEM C TOOOW OCTaJCsA, /1a IO CBAIHOBI
HY)KHO COOJTIO/IaTh TIPYITNYMS, — IIEKOYYIIUIA yXO T0JIOC MPOOu-
paeT Kax/aylo KJIeTOUKy, OpocaeT B Xkap, MbITACh COOOPA3NTh,
3a4eM eMy 3T MPHIYHSL.

Moxer, oHM peOeHKa MOTOM O CPOKY BbICUMTHIBAOT? Min
JEWCTBUTEITHHO JIUIIb puindusi? Vmu TyT uyto-HUOY b Apyroe?
Bpocato yKpaKo# B3IJIsI Ha CBOIO JIaJIOHb, METKA MO-TIPEKHEMY
TOPHT, HU HA HOTY TYCKJIee He CAENANach.

Winapranp 4yTh HAKJIOHSIETCS, IOUTH /Iy Yero-To — Molie-
nys? Kakux-HuOynp ciioB? Ho oH M CKOJIB3UT Ty0amMu BO3Jie
IIEKH, BBIABIXast €1Ba CIBIIHO «CIIOKOMHON HOUH, JTI0OUMast!».
Beper Moo pyKy, pacKpbIBaeT JIaJOHb, MPUKAcaeTcsi rydamMu K
METKe.

U Bmecte co ceoum Ctpaxem yxomut. Eiie ¢ MUHYTY CMOTpIO
eMy BCJie]], IepeBOXKY B3Isi Ha Jlapcaiis, mbiTaloch MOHSATh, YTO
K€ MHE BO BCEM 3TOM He HpaBuTcs. Ho mMbIiciu coBceM yxke Ts-



JKeJIble ¥ HEMOBOPOT/IMBBIE, HUYEro cooopa3uth He Mory. B ro-
JIOBE NPOJOJIKAET UTpaTh MY3bIKa, HOTH JPOXAT OT YCTAJIOCTH,
3aX0KY B IIOKOM, CKUABIBAIO TY(JIU TPAMO Yy ABEPU. 31ECh HUKTO
pyrarbcs He J0JIKEH.

apcanwv

Omaa cHOBa BBIPBIBACTCA W3-IIOJ, KOHTPOJIA, MPUXOAUTCSA
yAEpKUBaTh BHELIHKUE MPOSIBJEHUsI, YTOObI OcTajibHble CTpaku
He 3aMeThin. Jlypb Kakas-To, paloBaTbCs JOJIKEH — U 32 UMIIE-
paropa, ¢ TaKOK-TO MJIeaIbHO MOAXOASAIIEH KEeHOM, U 32 UMIIe-
parpuily, OT KOTOPOU CETOAHSA CTOIBKO BOJIH yIOBOJIbCTBUS pac-
xoquiiock. U 3a cebs Toxke: JOCTOMHasA ciyxk0a, Jake HE Meu-
Taj o Takoil. Kakoro Payma Torga omaa OecHyercs, nouemy Bce
VX JIBUKEHUS BHYTPHU OTIIEYATHIBAIOTCSA, TUXUI LIETIOT CIIbIIIHEE
I'POMKOW MY3BIKH, TEP3aBLIEW MOM yIIIU Ha Ipueme!

Hosnusa MeyieHHO UIET K CHaJIbHE, IUIOTHBIE TIOTOKHU YCTaJIO-
CTU. Pa3MblILIAI0, OKIMKHYTD JIM, HE MOJIOKEHO MHE YXOIUTb,
noka He otimyctuiia. Ho Besib HaBepHsKa mpocTo 3a0blia, He pu-
BbIKJIa emle. [Toce myMHOro 3aia 34ech MOYTH THUXO, TOKE XO-
YyeTcs ynacTb B KPOBaTh U OTAOXHYTh, HAKOHELL.

— Hapcasib, — BPYTr OCTaHaBJIMBaeTcs, oOopaunBaercs. — S
CIIPOCUTD XOTea. .. eciar CTpaxu Tak CJbIILIAT, TO HABEPHOE, . . .
KaK BBl BOOOIIE BCE 9TH NIPUEMBI BbIICPKUBaeTe?

— HopmaieHO, Mos rocrioxa. Mel ymeeM MEHATh BOCIIPHUS-
THE... B HEKOTOPBIX ITpeJesax.

Hoanus kuBaet, puckylo Bce ke MOMHTEPECOBAThCA:

— $1 Bam Goutbilie He HyKeH?



— Ornpixait! — yneiOaeTcs, mo-Moemy, Mociie JITKOW 3aMHUH-
ku. — Jlo6poit Houw!

— JloOpoii, MOsi ToCcroXa, — OTKJIMKalCh. [IOBOAMIOCH MHE
CTAJIKUBATLCSl C HEKOTOPHIMM MOJIOAILIMU KEHaMHU HEKOTOPBIX
NPUOIVKEHHBIX MMIIEPATOPa, TOJMBKO-TOJBKO TOMABIIMMHU BO
asopen. Crpbiuars, uyro apyrue Ctpaxu 0 HUX roopAr. Bos-
MOHOCTb TIOMBIKATh XOTh KEM-TO — CIIyTaMH, OXPaHOH — 3TO
nepBoe, YTO OHM YCBaMBAIOT Oe3yKOpU3HEHHO. MIHTepecHo, Kak
nonro npoaepxxurcs Hoanus.

Wny k cede, 3HAKOMas aypa 3a JBEPHIO — TOU, KOTOpasi BHIXO-
JUT He Ha mapajaHylo jJectHuily. Ho ceromus nexypusiii Ctpax
He Mo3BoJIsieT XenbTe Mpuonu3uThes. He nmonoxeHo 6e3 103B0-
JeHust umneparpuiibl. OMaa CHOBa BCIIBIXMBAET, Kak OBl 51 y Hee
JIO3BOJICHUSI UCITPALITBA, UHTEPECHO?

OTBOpauMBaIOCh, 3aKpbIBAI0 IJ1a3a, OCTABJIAS JIUIIb TOYTH
MIPUBBIYHYIO YK€ HACTPONKY Ha CUHUM CBET.

— Ioka He nosznaeutv UYeCmMaE0o, He CMONCEULb €20 OMAUUUIND.
Jlobu, nenasudw, socxumatics, npezupait! Yem donvue ommen-
K08 cymeetb UCNbIMAamb, mem CUAbHee CaHen meoii 0ap.

Osunus. Jloxco, unntozus, ooman. Opyoue 05 3aKANKU
Cmpaoica, ons kadxcoozo ocoooe. Hnousuoyanvhoe. /la monvko
NOKa 8 3MOoM pazvepeutbCsi. .. IMOUUU-MO 8Ce HACMOSIUUE.

— Ecau koz20a-Hubyow ee uepHas cymeo 8epHemcs Kk meoe 8 om-
Kame — 3Hatl, Mo pasHo8ecue HapyuteHo.

— He geprnemcs.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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