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Kakoii 1eHb Bbl Obl COWIN XyAIUM B Barrei xku3Hu? Ckopee BCero, JeHb,

KOTJIa B HEHACTHBI BTOPHUK Bac HACMEPTh COMJI aBTOMOOMIIb, BOIIIEN ObI B

nepBylo nsaTepky. IMEHHO Tak HAUMHAETCS UCTOPUsI Halllel TepOMHM, KOrJa

BOJICI0 MHOTOUHUC/IEHHBIX Cyae0 AJjrca MOKUIAET CBOM MUP U BOCKpEcaeT

B MHOM, TAMHCTBEHHOM 3aTope, MOJTHOM Maruu u onacHocrei. Kak ato
npousonuio? INouemy uMeHHO oHa? UTO JKIET OT Hee STOT HOBBIA MUP? M KTO 3TOT
TAaMHCTBEHHBI HEKPOMAHT, YTO HEOTCTYIHO cienyeT 3a Hei? I1lar 3a marom Anuca
Oy/IeT HaXOIUTh OTBETHI, TOPOXKIAIOIIE HOBbIE BOMPOCHI, CYJISIINE U CMEPTEIbHYIO
OIACHOCTb, M OECKOHEYHOe cyacThe. CMOKET JIM OHa, MPOMAS 1O STOMY TYTH, HEe
TOJIKO IOMOYb TEM, KOTO e ObUIO CYXkJIEHO CITaCTH, HO U COXPAHUTh CBOIO HOBYIO
KU3Hb U HeXAaHHYI0 1000Bb? [IpekpacHas u MpauHas “HeBecta u3 ckiemna” ,
BTOpasi KHUTA cepuu “BeapMUHO 03ep0”, OKyHET Bac B Uy/AE€CHBIN U BOJIIICOHBIN
MUP, KOTOPBI HE 3aX0YETCs MOKUIATh 10 TMOCJIEAHEN CTPAHULIBL.

© Crepnenko K. A., 2022
© Asrop, 2022
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Karepuna CrepJeHko
HeBecTa n3 ckiena

IIpoJior

B 1émHOI KOMHaTe OBUIO MO-JIETHEMY JKapKO U MPSHO MaxJyio MopeM. CoJIOHOBAThIN OpU3 BpbI-
BaJICS B PACMaxHYTOE OKHO, JICHWBO €pollia IJTMHHbIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI MYKUMHBI, CUJEBIIETO Tiepel
OOJIBILIUM KPYTJIBIM 3epKajioM. OH HETOPOILTUBO MU I'YCTON KPACHBI HAITUTOK U3 CBOETO XPYyCTallb-
HOro OoKasia 1 6GapabGaHWI TOHKUMHU TaJIbIIAMHU 110 TIOUIOKOTHUKY Kpecyia. OH HepBHUYAL.

Hakower, 3epkano nog€pHyaoch TEMHO-CEPBIM, PTYTHBIM TYMaHOM, U pa3fiajics CIaBJICHHBIN
CTOH.

— Onare 11!

B orpaxeHnuu nosiBIIIach u3sIIHasA OeTOKypas JeBYIIKa, MO-TYPEIKHU CUIEBINas Ha OeKeBOM
avBaHe. KpoiieuHoli J10xeukoii OHa OTJIaMbIBaJla KYCKM OT OTPOMHOTO IIOKOJIATHOTO TOPTA U C HAclla-
JKIEHUEM HX JKeBaJa.

Bor mokauai ronosoii. CecTpa coBceM He MeHsuIach. Be€ Tak ke jmo0uiia cnajiocTy ¥ Ofex 1y,
HE CKpbIBaBIIyl0 HUUero. Kak sxe oH ckyyan. MykurHa nofaicsi Omke, 9ToObl pasriisaeTh U BOC-
KPECHUTh B MaMSTU KaXIyI0 YEPTOUKY POJHOTO JIMLIA.

— IoBesno, 4TO THI OOTUHS, CEeCTpa, — MYKUYMHA PACCMESUICS, JIOBS Pa3ApaxEHHbIA B3IJISI]
AeBYIIKU. — Mbl MOXEM BUIETbCS TAK PEAKO, a Thl OOJIbILIE HHTEPECYelIbCsl CBOMM TOPTOM. XBaTUT
€CTb, CJIaCTEHA.

BorvHs HakoHeI-To MOAHsUIA HAa HEero rjas3a v, OTCTABUB TapesiKy B CTOPOHY, MOJIOIUIA K 3€p-
kany. ToHKUM nasbieM oHa oOBesa CUTY3T MYKUMHBI M TTPHKAJIA JIAJIOHb K CTEKJTY.

— MHe Tsxeno Buneth Teos. S1 He Mory Oosbiiie rpormarbesi. Tocka Mo MOUM OpaThsiM pa3phbl-
BaeT MEHS Ha YaCTH, KaK Thl HE IOHUMAEIb?

— INotepnu emg HeMHOTO, MaJIbIIIKa, — OOT MPHUXKAJ U CBOIO JIAJIOHb K Pa3IeisaBIIEMYy UX 3ep-
KaJly, HaJlesich IOYyBCTBOBATh HEMHOTI'O TEIlIa OT PYKH CecTphbl. — Y TeOs1 BCE rOTOBO?

— Ha, Ho MHe 310 He HpaBUTCsl. TBOS 3aTesi CUILIKOM OIaCHA, U UTOT CJIOKHO Mpeayraaarh Aaxe
TeOe, — IeBYIIKa OTOIILIA OT 3epKaJia ¥ MPUCIIOHUIIACH JIOOM K TIpoXJiaqHoMy OkHy. Houb BeTynana B
CBOM IpaBa, 1 JIyHa CTaHOBMJIach Bc€ sipue. ['0ToBa v oHa paju Opara MOABEPrHyTh PUCKY APYroro?

— TeGe 1 He IOKHO HPABHUTHCS, — PE3KO OIEPHYJ e€ Oor, MoBbICUB royoc. — He 3a0bIBaii, ¢
Ka’K/IbIM I11aroM MbI BCE OJIMKE IPYT K APYTY.

— K 1BOCH MecTH, MMeelb B BUJTY... — HE Cliepasla eXUICTBa JIEBYIIKA, Opocasi CepIUThIi
B3[JIsA]] Ha Opara.

— He 3a0vbiBaiics, cectpa, — My:KUrHA MOAHSUICS, OTKUAbIBAs CBOM YEPHBIE, KaK YrOJib, BOJIOCHI
3a CIUHY, 1 Hau cebe e BrHa. — Kamens 3Be3nouéra y tebs?

— Ha. OH nocneaHuil, — IeByllIKa rPyCTHO MOKavasa rojgoBoi. He as Toro oHa ero xpaHuia
CTOJIbKO BEKOB.

— Hawm Gosbinie 1 He HYKHO. . .

— Twl mOX03 Ha OTIIa OOJIBIIIE, YeM JyMaelllb, CBUPETIbIi Oor . .. Bc€ pamu ceds1. 1o Moii KaMeHb,
U s XOTeJIa UCTIONIb30BaTh ero Juisl cedsi, a He Ui TBOMX HyXk[! Pa3Be Thl He 3Haelllb, Kak OH BasKeH
IJI MOel cybObI? — OOTMHsI TIOCMOTpeJia Ha Oparta I1a3aMu, TOJHBIMU CJIE3. — BoJibliie TOBOPUTH
He 0 yeM. [TpockOy TBOIO MCHOJHIO, KaK ¥ ObLIO 0OEIaHo, HO s He X0uy TeOs BUIETh B OJVKarIme
CTOJIETHS.

— Tl cTana roBOpUTH COBCEM KaK YeJIOBEK, — MY:KUMHA YAUBIEHHO BCKUHYJI OpPOBH.



K. A. Crepnenko. «HeBecra u3 ckjiena»

— HeynuBurenbHo. § )KUBY ¢ HUIMU THICSYM JIET, TTOKA Tl HACTAXJaelIbcsl Onaramu 3atopa, —
JEBYIIIKA OTKpbLIA IIKad U, J0CTaB OTTyja OyThUIKY BUCKH, Hamia cebe nosictakana. He cBoms ¢
MYKUUHBI B3IISI/1a, OHA 3JITIOM OcyIwia Ookai. — 3a Teds, Oparen! [1aBHOe, YTOOBI THI CUACTIINB
6I>UI, Ha OCTaAJIbHBIX ITJIEBATh.

— Ilep3ocTb TeOs1 HE KPacuT. ..

— ITO TOJNBKO TBOE MHEHHE, — OOTMHS HETOPOIUTMRO IMOIONIA K 3epKay W, OPOCUB MOCIIETHUN
B3IJIsA/1 HAa Opara, MpOIIernTaia 3aKJIMHAHKE.

Bor pazoyapoBaHHO B3JOXHYI, BUsI CBOE coOCTBeHHOe oTpaxkeHue. [mynas ynpsmura! Ho
[J7IaBHOE, YTO OHA TMOKEPTBYET KaMHeM 3Be3mouéra. JleByIlka, KOHEYHO, OblIa BCIBUIBYMBOM, HO
CJIOBO JiepKajia BCerya.

— Ilycth Tebe momoryT 6oru Kparoca*, cecrpa.



K. A. Crepnenko. «HeBecra u3 ckjiena»

I'maBa 1. Aumnca

VYIpy4€HHO CKPUBUBIIUCH, AJKCa BBIILUIA B CEPYIO POMO3IIOCTh YTpa. CMepTenbHO HE XOTe-
JIOCh IOKUJIATh CBOIO MAJIEHBKYIO YIOTHYIO KBapTUPKY. TE€I1asa MArkas nocrelib ¥ HeIOMUThIA pOMalll-
KOBBIl Yail, OCTaBJIECHHbII HA KyXOHHOM CTOJIe, HaBeBaIM TOCKY. lleByllika Opocusia paccesHHbIN
B3IJISI/I HA OKHO TPEThEro 3Taxa. BepHyThest xoTenock Kak HUKoraa. Ho, yBeI, paboTa He 1o3Boisijia
TaKOW BOJIBHOCTH, KaK HEOKUJAAHHBIM BIXOAHOM. EIIE OMH MOHENETbHNUK, B KOTOPBI MOXKHO HU3Me-
HUTb CBOIO KM3Hb. XMBIKHYB B IIEPCTSHOM Mmapd, AEBYIIKA pa3apaxkE€HHO MoKaydasia rosoBor. He
cerognsi. OHa 1 Tak 3amyTtanack. [{71s1 9ero cozaaBath cebe HOBBIE IPOOJIEMBI, KOT/IA eIlIé He 10 KOHIa
PacKBUTAJIACH C MTPEIBIAYILIMMHU ?

AJnca B cepAliax MHyJa MUIIKY, TOCMEBIIYIO OKa3aThes Yy He€ Ha myTH. Kak ke Bc€ Hagoeno.
U ropon 3TOT cepblid, ¥ A0 1MBast iorojia, u aaxe Mapk. Jaxe? Her, oco6eHHO.

Mapk. PazouapoBanue u 6e3Hanéra. C Hum Anrica Obula BMecTe IOUTH JecsTh JieT. JloctaTou-
HBII CPOK, YTOOBI y3HATh, MOHATH U MPUHATH ApyT apyra. nu He npuHsATh. [eBylKa norpycrHena.
Benp cHayasia 6bUI0 Tak MHOTO CHACTbsI ¥ JTI0OBU. Ha cMeHy UM npHiium cTaOuiIbHOCTh U B3aUMOYBa-
s#enue. Ho n onn He 3anepxaiuch Hagonro. Cerdyac 1oMa e€ x/1ajl BEYHO TOJIOAHBIN, HEJJOBOJIbHBIN
JKU3HBIO, TPABUTEILCTBOM U €10 CaMOi MYKYHMHA, K KOTOPOMY He 0CO0O XOTeJ0Ch BO3BPAILIATHCH.

U 310 Mos1 xku3Hb? Pa3zBe 00 3TOM OHa MeuTasa, Cus TEMJIbIMU JIETHUMHU BedepamMu CO CBOUMU
CTYJICHYECKUM TIOJIPyraMu, MMesl TOJIbKO OOKaJI XOJIOMHOro MuBa M Onieck B mia3zax? B Te uynecHble
BpEeMeHa, KOTr/la OHU CTPOWJI TIJIaHbI TI0 3aBOSBAHUIO MUPa, AJjrca Oblia IMO-HACTOSIIEMY CUaCTIMBA
6e3 Bcskux HO. A ceifuac? Yto ceituac craiio ¢ e€ HajexaaMu? Arca 3acToHasIa B ToJioc, UCIYTraB
poOeraBIero MUMO TIOIPOCTKA.

— Brl B nopsiike? — mapeHb BHITALIWII HAYIITHUK, 33JPKaBIIMCh BO3JIE CTPAHHOM, 3aKyTaHHON
B apd AEBYIIKH.

— Bronue, — Anuca 6naronapHo yabIOHYJIaCh HEOKUJAHHOMY MPOSIBIEHUIO 3200ThI OT MOCTO-
POHHETO YesioBeKa. DX, Oblta Obl OHA JIET Ha JeCATh MOJIOXKE, ApeHb BIIOJIHE Obl COMIEN 3a MpeKpac-
HOT'O MpUHIIA. — Sl MPOCTO BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO 3a0bLIa JIOMa CBOM MOOUJTbHBIMH.

JleByIiKa emge nmmpe yJablOHyIach, HIESACh, YTO HUKTO He MIO3BOHUT €M MPsIMO ceivac. Briuio
Obl He OueHb. AJnca 3acyHysa o3si0imme pyku B Kapmanbl. CkaB TesiehOH OHOW PYKOH, OHa TOTO-
BUJIACh MPU MIEPBOM K€ 3BYKE HakaThb KHOMKY OTOOSI.

HeyBepenHo noxas mieyaMu, napeHb NOCHEIWII IO CBOMM JiesiaM. M3 cxxaToro Kysaka rnocsl-
1IaJIach 3a/I0pHas TpeJib Teae()OHHOTO 3BOHKA.

— BoBpewmsi. .. — omiseBIINCH, IEBYIIKA MOAHsIA TPYOKy. — Jlana?

— Ilpuger, cnagkasi, — ¢ Jpyror CTOPOHBI MPOBOAA MOCbIIaICA mmenecT (osbru. HaBepHsika
TMOJIpyra pa3BOpauMBacT OUYEPE/IHYIO TUIMTKY IMOKoaaa. — Thl yxke Ha padote?

— He-a, ceiivyac 3aiiy B Mara3uH W cpasy ke Ha aBToOyc, — Asinca ObICTPO TIepedrciiuia B
roJioBe Bc€, 4To HeoOxoaumMo puodpectu. [ 1aBHOe, He 3a0bITh pskeHKY. Ha HbIHelHel Hesiene oHa
ObL1a (paBOPUTOM. Y KaxkJI0r0 Takoe ObIBaeT, HapepHoe. Kakoe-To 011070, HAMUTOK WU (PPYKT BAPYT
CTAHOBUTCSI COBEPIIIEHHO, KPHIIIIECHOCHO 000XkaeMbiM. [IpaBna HeHanoro. — Tak 4To Thl XOTena?

— Xouy 3aiiTu K TeOe Ha padoty. S Kak pa3 psOpIIKOM... — OT JlaHbl jaxke depe3 TPyOKy
TaxJIO IMOKOJIaZIoM M opexamMu. — ToJIbKO Y MeHs COBCeM HeT BpeMeHu. [laBaii st Kyrumo Tebe BCE, 4To
MOKeaellb, a Thl CO BCEX HOT MOCIEIMIITL KO MHE?

— CeppésHo? [lecaTb MUHYT ChITpaloT posib? — Ajmca 3akaTiia riasa. Yro 3a rimynoctu? Ho B
sToMm Obuia Best JIana. Eciu eid uto-To ObUIO HYXKHO, TO OKUJIAHUE CTAHOBUJIOCH TSI HE€ COBEPIIIEHHO
HeBbIHOCHMBIM. HyXHO OBLJIO 3/1€Ch U ceivac, a He uHaue!

— Hy kak Obl Kak/1asi MUHYTA Ha CYETY, — FOJIOC MIOIPYTH CTall 3By4YaTh XPUILIO.

Anmca npuciymanacs. He nonepxnynach Obl. MaHUyISTOpPINA, KOHEYHO, PEAKOCTHAS.
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— JlagHo, e 3TO Tak HEBEPOATHO CPOUHO, XOpoIio. Kynu MHe HeCKOJIbKO OaHaHOB, OBCSTHKY
U psSDKEHKY, — JEBYIIIKA 3ayMaiack. Bpoie Hudero He 3a0buia.

— Xopowo. [Tocriemm, — Jlana npokanutsanace. [lonepxnynacs-taku. — Anica, — Jlana 3amon-
yaJia Ha CeKyH[ly, — KJIACCHO, UTO MBI €CTh JIpyT Y JIpyra, Ja xe?

— Hy xoneuHo... Tbl ueM-To paccTpoeHa? — HACTOPOXXKEHHO MOMHTEPEeCcOoBaIach Ajnca, OTpsi-
XMBasi BHIMOKIIMI pyKaB OT Karesb goxas. [IpeBocxoaHo.

— Her, KOHEYHO HET... — TOJI0C JEBYIIKM BHOBb OBUI MOJIOH Becebs. — JIioomo Teds. Ckopee
Obl BCTpETUThCS, — JIaHa OTKITIOUMIIACK.

AJnca elg HeCKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUH MsTiiIach Ha TesiedoH. Uto-To TouHo He Tak. Ho uepes iBa-
ALIaTh MUHYT OHA BBIYIUT U3 MOAPYTH MpaBly. YCIbIIIaB IPOMKUI 3BYK KJIAKCOHA, JIEBYIIKA OTCKO-
ywia ot goporu. Yeépr. Kakas HeBHuMarenbHoCTh. CBET-TO KpacHbli. 13 mpoe3xkaBiueil MalvHbl
CJIBIIIAIUCH MTPOKJIATUS U BO3MYIIIEHUSI B CTOPOHY HEPACTOPOITHOM JIEBUILIbL. AJIMCE Jake BO3pa3UTh
ObU10 Hevero. Emeé HeMHOro, ¥ oHa OKazaiach Obl pa3Ma3aHHOU Mo acdanbty. be3ycinoBHo, He my4-
Im1ast CMepTh B 00IIIEM, HO JIIsl TIOHEIeTbHUKA CAMOE OHO.

BarMartesnpHO MOCMOTpEB MO 00EMM CTOpOHAM JOPOTH, JEBYIIKA MOCTEIIa K OCTAHOBKE.
HyxHo coOpatbest. ['ooBa HaunMHaIa MOAHBIBATh. AJTHCa MOXJIONAA M0 KapMaHaM KYpPTKH. B 3ty
MUHYTY OHa Obl1a HAaOOKHA KaKk HUKOrJa. JIeByIIKa ycepIHO MOJIUAIIACh, YTOOBI TAKOW HEOOXOMMMBIN
HypodeH* He OKazaJcs 3a0bITHIM IoMa. Bo3Bpaiarhcs eit ObL10 HEKOr/1a, a o MyTH anTeK He HaOmo-
JaJI0Ch.

Bor yxe nonropa Anvca Myumiack ToJOBHBIME OossiMu. OHa cTasia paccessHHOM M HEPBHOM.
Bpaun uarHocTMpOBaIM JETIPECCUI0 M YCEpAHO MOTYEBANIM JEBYIIKY TaOleTKaMu. AJuca TSKeno
B3JI0XHYJI4, 3aTOPMOXKEHO MPOBOXKAas B3MNISOM MpOe3kKaBIIMe MUMO aBTOOyChl. Bcé meno Obuto B
HEMPOXOJSALIEM OIIYILEHUN MOTEPU... YTPaThl YEr0-TO BAXHOIO... Yero-to HEBHIHOCUMO 3HA4M-
Moro. JleByIiKka B ouepeqHOil pa3 Halpsria naMsaTh, HAEACh Ha 4ydo. Bapyr cerofiHs MIMEHHO TOT
JIEHb, KOT/Ia Ta3Jl CJIOKUTCS, paspemas e€ 3aragky. Ho ner. Huuero.

[Toka Anca TeprienrBo OXuaaia HyKHbI TPAHCIIOPT, 3apsiiJl IPOJIMBHOM J0K/b. JlensiHble
OpbI3TH, OTCKAKMBAs OT MOCTOBOM, I'PS3HBIMU KaIlJIIMH PacIioN3ajIich [0 HOBBIM JUKUHCaM. JleByIika
COBCEM IpUyHbLIA. 30HT ObLT OCTAaBJIEH JIOMa, TaK KaK CHHOINITUKH YBEPsUIH, YTO OCAJKOB He OyzeT.
Hegesyxa. 3aBusieB BIajieke cBoi aBToOyc, Arca nojomnia omke K gopore. [Torupast 3amépainme
MaJIblibl, OHA NPUTAHLIOBBIBAJIA HA MECTE, CTapasiCh COIPeThCs. 3aueM OHa MOMPOCUIA PSKEHKY?
Hy:xHo ObU10 TpeOOBaTh KOHBSIK.

TenedoH onATh 3a3BOHUIL

— Jlana, — pamoctHo oTBetmia noapyre Amuca. — 1 BuKky aBroOyc. He ckyvait tam. [lecats
MHUHYT — ¥ 51 Ha Mecte. [IpoMokinasi, HO He cioMJIeHHas !

— BoBpems. Ynauu, — HeouIaHHO mporenTaia Jlana u cOpocuia BHI30B.

— Haneroch, aiis Toro, 4roObl 3ajie3Th B aBTOOYC, yAaya MHE He MOHagoOuTcs, — cama cebde
yCMeXHysIach AJrca, IpoJoJikKasi corpeBarhb cedsl, 3aKyThIBasi B Iapd 03s10111ue KOHEUHOCTH.

BHeszanHo, UrHopupysi Bce BO3MOXKHBIE MTPABUJIA JOPOKHOTO JBMKEHHUS, U3 TPAHCIIOPTHOTO
TMOTOKA BBUIETEJ ITMKAPHBIN aBTOMOOMTB. [Tofgpe3as mpubamkaBImiicss aBTOOYC, BOIUTENb HUKAK He
MOT CIIPaBUTHCSA C yripaBieHreM. CKob3Kask OT JOK/sI JOPOra JIMIIb yCyryossiia cutyanuio. Joxap
MOJIWJT eIlé CUJIbHee. AJIMca MPUKpbIBAIA IJla3a PyKOW, CHeslaB U3 JIAJAOHW KO3bIpEK. BuaumocTsb
ObL1a HyseBasl. [leByIlIKa Ha BCSAKUH Cilydyaid OTCTYNWJIA Ha3ajd, BUJs, KaK KPaCHOE MSATHO KPY)XHUT Ha
Jopore.

— Kakoii Tynuiia, oiHaKo Xk, 32 pyJéM. .. — ycrena mpodopMoTarh AJrca, CKBO3b JIUBEHb pac-
cMaTprBasi HoBeHbKMI JlamOopruHu.

C3aau oT4astHHO 3aKpryasl peOEHOK. [leByIKa eBa ycrnena oOepHyThCs, KaK MOYYBCTBOBAJIA
Krydyto 6071b. KT0-TO, TUINMB €€ Bo3/1yXa, pe3KO TOIKHYJI Ha XOJIOHYIO, TPA3HYI0 MOCTOBYIO. AJica
nonpoOoBasa MoIIEBeTUTHCS, HO He cMoria. Teso coBHO ObLI0 He e€. [IpIaTh Toxe He MOTyJaioch.
[TouyBCcTBOBaB METAJUTMUECKHIA BKYC KPOBU Ha Ty0ax, AJica notepsijia COZHaHUeE.
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I'maBa 2. HukJjac

Cujid B TUIIMHE ceMeiHOoN OMOIMoTeKu, XMypblii Hukiiac risnen Ha 6e10CHeKHbI KOHBEPT C
(unmrpanHoi Haanucklo: «Huknacy». Yropasnuio xe ero B3sTh NUCbMO B PYKH... Teneps oTnpa-
BUTEJIIO JIONIOAJIMHHO M3BECTHO, YTO MOCJIaHUE JIOHUIO 10 aapecara. Kak riyno nonasics! Jo atoro
MTHOBEHHS HUYETO He MpeaBemano oeapl. Ho HaBepHsIKa 3ammcKa OT CTOJb BaKHOM MEPCOHBI O3HA-
yasa 60JbIIMe HENPUATHOCTH. MyKUMHA TOPOIUIMBO MOIOUIEN K KAMHUHY U 3aHsUT JIIOOUMOE KPecio
cBoero siena. Terepb yke ero, k coxanenuo. Ciiomas repOoByio reyats Briciein AkanemMun Maruwy,
Hukitac ocTOpoXkHO pa3BepHYIT MOCIAHUE OT CBOETO OBIBIIETO PeKTopa.

Enpa npounras npusercTBue, Huk nopusin ronoy. Hy 3auem on 3ameén B 6ubmmoreky? Coou-
pajics ke crarb. YTO 3a IeMOHBI NMOTSAHYJIM €ro 3a KHUroi? MoxeT, caenars BUj, YTO He MOTy4n
nrceMa? A ¢ yTpa, C HOBBIMH CHJIAMH, YK€ OKYHYThCsI B Oe31Hy mpodneM? Bpone kak He 3Haelb, 0
YeM T'OBOPUTCS B IUCbME, )KUBELIb ce0e CIOKOMHO. .. XOTh U HEI0MITO.

3anaxJyio nanéHsiM. MyxurnHa OpoCchI paccesiHHbIN B3I Ha oyar. OroHb 1norac, JJMIIb sIpKo-
KpacHbI€ yIJIM TJIEJM B ITyOMHAX CTApMHHOTO KaMuHa. boru — renepb He cOexats. .. YIIOBUB OOKOBBIM
3peHHeM JBIKeHne B KomHarte, Huk oGepHyics.

— 3npascTByii, Hukac, — mpo3Byyai riryOOKHi roioc, BUOPUPYIOLIMI OT IJIECKABIIEHCS B HEM
Maruu.

— SlcHoll HOYM, rocnogvH peKkTop, — HUKIac BCKOUMIJI Ha HOTH U 1O MPHUBBIYKE BBIIPSAMUI
crimHy. CnaBa Boram, 4to oH He ycries1 OTOPOCHTh 3aITUCKy U OTIIPaBUThHCS HAa OOKOBYI0. VIHaue TouHO
NOJTyYrJT OBl 110 XpeOTy PEeKTOPCKOM TPOCTHIO.

PekTop ObUT CTaTHBIM CEI0BJIACHIM MYKUMHOW MMOYTEHHOTrO Bo3pacTa. Myapblil M clipaBeIu-
BBIH, OH XeJIe3HOI PyKOil pykoBOIMII AKazeMuel, He3upas Ha cBoM rojpl. [Tpanen Huka pacckasbl-
BaJI, YTO U BO BpPeMEHa €ro MOJOAOCTH, KOTJla OH yuwicsl B AKaJeMuu, y4eOHOe 3aBeJleHHe TaKke
BO3IJIABJIST HBIHEIHMIA Mar. KTo-To cuutan crapyka BBIXOALEM M3 MUpPa IeMOHOB. VIHble ObliM yBe-
PEHBI, YTO B €T0 KIJIaX TEYET KPOBb APAKOHOB M O0OPOTHEN. YMYIPEHHBIE KU3HBIO KOJITYHBI ObLIN
eJMHOIJIACHBI B TOM, YTO Mar — XpaHUTENIb CTAPOI BEPHI, U CaMH JpeBHUE OOTH JapoBaji eMy Oec-
cMeprue. Mbiciel u uaeit 6b110 MHO)ecTBO. CaMble CMeJTble CTYIEHTHI JIMYHO CHPAIMBAIM PEKTOPaA
0 CeKpeTe, MyJaBIlIeM BCeX OCTaIbHBIX. HO CTapyK JIMIIbL yXMBUISJICS, OCTaBJIsisl BOIIPOCH Oe3 OTBeTa.

Huk He uHTepecoBasics NpoUCcXokAeHreM Mara. MyXKurHa Jlaxe B MOJIOJbIE FO/Ibl CTapaJicsl He
JIe3Th He B CBOE Jies1o. CunTas, 4To HEKOTOpbIE TAiHbl POCTO HE JOJIKHBI ObITh PACKPBITHI.

— SIcHOM. .. SICHOM... — PEeKTOp OKMHYJI KOMHATy OLIEHMBAIOIIMM B3MJIAA0M. — JloJKkeH 3aMe-
TUTh, HUK1ac, ceMeiHbIil 3aMOK TeOe K JIUILY.

— Eciu BHI Tak cuuTaere. .. — eBa 3aMETHO CKPUBUJI TYObl MY)KUMHA.

Henb3s ckazarb, 4TO OH He M00MI cBOM 1oM. CKOpee YMEpEeHHO yBaxasl Hacllee MPeaKoB.
Hukiac ObUT HEKPOMAHTOM B HEBEIOMO KakoM KosieHe. Ero mpapomuresu, cIOBHO omacasich, 4To
B JIOM€ MOSIBUTCS] XOTh HEMHOI'O CBETA U BECEJIbsl, CTPOMJIM 3aMOK YIPIOMBIM U cepbIM. MaccuBHOe
KaMEHHOE 3/]aHHe MMEJIO YeThIpe XKUIIBIX 3Taxka. Huka 3a0aBisiyio KOMM4ecTBO 00yCTPOEHHBIX KOM-
Hat. 0o B 1oMe He mprBeYanu HU JIpy3el, HU CIy4JaiiHbIX MyTHUKOB. Bo BpemeHa 6ajioB 1 mpasj-
HUMKOB, KOIJJa Marus e He cTajla BHE 3aKOHA, B CIIAJIbHAX OCTABAJIUCh BHICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHBIE TOCTH.
Yaine Takue jxe HeKpOMAaHTbI, KaK U X035€Ba, Be/lb B KAXJOM YKPOMHOM YIJIy MOXHO OBUIO BCTpe-
TUTh NPU3PAK JABHO MMOYMBLIETO Mara Wi HEOCTOPOXKHOM JIIOOOBHMLIBI, UTO Nepeliuia J10pory peB-
HUBOU XKEHE.

Takke B 3aMKe UMEeJIOCh OeCUMCIIEHHOE KOIMYECTBO J1a00paTopuid, riie TalaHTJIMBEeHII1e pe/l-
CTaBUTEJIM POJa BAPUJIY 3€J1bsl U CTPSINAJIN 3aTOBOPBHI.
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[MpunmyHOTrO BUIA TEMHHIIA 3aHUMasla BeCh MOA3eMHBIN dTak. EE, KcTaTH, He UCTIONb30BaIH
yXe HEeCKOJIbKO CTOJeTHH, a y HuKka HUKak He JIOXOAUIM PyKH, 4TOOBI IIepeoOopyaoBaTh €€ BO UTo-
TO TIOJIE3HOE.

JlI06MMBIM, HACKOJIBKO 9TO BO3MOKHO B JKMJIMINE HEKPOMAHTOB, MECTOM B 3aMKe Oblia O0JIb-
mast v cBetiast KyxHs. OcoOeHHO TMoka Tam Xo3siiiHndasa neiHoTenas CenpMa. Kyxapka Oanosana
Huka cnoOHbIMU OyJl0YKaMu ¢ AyIIUCTHIM MENOM. Brarogaps e IoHOCTh MYy KYMHBI MOXHO OBLIO
CUMTATD €CJI HE CYACTIIMBOM, TO XOTS OBl CHOCHOM.

EnvHCTBEHHBIM yKpallieHueM JIoMa ObUT TMBIIIHBIA cajl. leturie ero MaTymku MueHsl. KeH-
IMHA ToonIa U OepekHO 3a00THIACh O 3a0BITOM KJIOYKE 3eMJIM, OTJaBas JaHb CBOEH Maruw.
[peaku-apynap! MOYUTATN IPUPOLY, KaK caMmy XU3Hb. A e€ mpa®alyIka, moka oHas BeJpbMa Kuja
B Xonmax pyunos, yumwia MusieHy IenuThCsl CUIon ¢ 3eMien. JKeHlmHa Tak 1 noctynajia, XoTb
HEMHOT'0 OT/IaBasi CROE HepacTPaueHHOE TEIUIO M CBET HACJIEIUIO ChIHA.

B cemeiictBe Hukiaca Ot oivH ykacHBIN 00brvaii. [ToroBapuBaiu 1axke, 94To 9TO BapBapcKoe
HOBOBBEJIEHHE MPHBE3 B MX JIOM OJMH U3 BBICHIMX AeMOHOB. Hy a mpapoauTesb pemm nociaeaoBarh
COBeTy TEMHOro. B Bo3pacte ofiHOTO rojia TSl YBO3WIM U3 POJOBOTO 3aMKa B JPYroM JIOM, AaBasi
BO3MOXHOCTh HACJIEAHUKY HEMHOTrO MOOBITh peOéHKkoM. 6o mo Bo3BpaiieHnu B TEMHBIA 3aMOK
ero ’K1aJI1 JIMIIb MpavHble pOIHbIe 1a cypoBast Akaaemuss Marun. Matepeii ¢ IeTbMH B pagyXKHYIO
CCBUIKY He OTIycKasii. MI00 MecTo ;KeHIIMHBI ojyie MyXa U Hurae oomnee. K coxanenuio, 3apaHee
HEBECT He MpeaynpexIaii 00 oxuaaBie ux ydactu. [1osTomy ckBo3b 00ib, CIE3B U pa3OHUTHIE
Cep/lia KeHIIMHBI POKAJIM HOBBIX MJIa/ICHIIEB, KOTOPHIX 110 UCTEUSHUH rofja y HUX TaKXkKe OTOMpasIu.

Oty Huka, Kak Bce €IMHOMIACHO CUMTAJIM, C )EHOW COBCEM He moBesso. ['ocnoxa MuieHa
1ocJie OTIIyYeHHsI OT CBOETO TMepBeHIa OBICTPO CMEKHYNA, YTO BeeX e€ AeTel kKIET Ta ke cyapoa.
[TosToMy, BBIIJIaKaB BCe IJla3a, KEHIIMHA MPUHSIA €IWHCTBEHHO MPABUJIBHOE pEIleHue, XOTb U
JaJI0Ch OHO el HenpocTo. Pa3peiBas cBoE cepatie, MuieHa oOpaTuiia CBOU MOJIMTBBI K OOTMHE TUIO-
noponust Kpucre. Ona npocuiia, 4toObl BeJMKasi MaTeph apoBaia ei Oecruionue. Ha sTom orvasis-
masicss MuieHa He ocTaHOBHJIach. [ToMHsI HayKy cBoei 0a0yIKu Apyua, 6e3yTentHas MaThb KakIyio
TIOJIHYIO JIYHY TTHJIa 3e1be, TipeoTBpaliaoniee 3adarue. Jydine He UMeTh AeTeil BOBce, YeM yMUPATh
Kbl pa3 OT TOCKH 10 CBOEH KPOBUHKE.

Cembst Huka, a B 0COOEHHOCTH JIe/I, HEroIoBajia M BCYECKU YHUKAjla HECUACTHYIO JKEHIIUHY.
Ho Murena Tak u He ciomanack. OHa He ogapuiia 3atopy OoJbllie HM OTHOTO HEKPOMAHTA.

Huknaca Musiena yBuzena yxe B Bo3pacte jecsity JjeT. [IpuexaBimii ManbuuK ObUT MUJIBIM,
HO COBEPIIEHHO UyXuM. JKeHIIIMHAa MEXaHUYECKH BBHIMOJTHSIA CBOU MAaTEPUHCKUE 0OS3aHHOCTH, HO
MOOBHU K CBIHY He UCTIbIThIBaNIA. Manienbkuii Huk Ob11, KOHEeuHO, oropuéH. Ho 1 cam He 0co00 Jiioout
Y TIOHUMaJT OJIAXKEHHYIO KEeHIIMHY, KOTopasi BCE CBOOOIHOE BpeMsl IIPOBOJMIIA B Cally, JieJesl [IBEThI
1 TpaBbl. [T03TOMY NP 0OOOMX KUBBIX POAUTENSIX MAJBYUK POC CUPOTOM.

— Huknac. ..

— IIpocrute, pekrop OnxaH, — My)KYMHA BCTPSAXHYJ ceOsl, OCBOOOKIASCH OT MPECIIeJOBABIINX
ero TeHey npormwioro. — 1 3agymancs.

— 3agyma’cs — 3T0 XOpoIIo, — CTAPUK, COTBOPUB Y KAMHUHA €I OTHO MSITKOe KPEecIio, JIETKO B
Hero omyctuiics. EmE onuH B3Max pyKy — M OTOHb BCTIBIXHYJT B KAMHHE, KaIHO LIeTys cyxue OpEBHa.
[TpusATHBIA apoMaT eJOBBIX BETOK M THXHI TPECK CYXHMX IOJICHbEB HAIOTHWIN OMOMOTEKY yIIu-
CTBIM YIOTOM. — Thl O3HAKOMMJICSI C MOMM TOCJIAHUEM, MO MaJIbUUK ?

— K coxanenmio, HeT, peKTop, — HUK HEelOBKO MsLT B pyKax HeKHO-ronyoyio Oymary. — [Tucbmo
el[Ba BBICKOUMJIO U3 TUIAMEHH, KOTrJja Bbl TAaK HEOKMJAHHO MOYTUIM MEHSI CBOUM BU3UTOM.

— 41 oTripaBuiI ero yeTBepTh yaca Hazad. Ipyr Mo, KTO-TO SIBHO XO3SITHUYAET B TBOEM 3aMKeE, —
OpnxaH ycMexHyJicsl B 6eTOCHeKHYI0 Oopojty, oOeras ria3amu yioTHylo onomiorteky. EnBa i ot cra-
PHKa MOXHO OBLIIO XOTb YTO-TO CKPBITb.
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— 41 TouHO 3Hal, KTO 3T0... — HUK ynpyuy€HHO B310XHY/1. — MHe HUKyAa HE JEeThCS OT CBOE
Be3ecyieit cembu. K coxkasieHnio, 310 MOE JIMUHOE MPOKJIATHE, KOTOPOE, HE B IPUMEP OCTAJIbHBIM,
ObET TI0 MO KU3HH CHJIbHEE BCETO.

— Moii MabuMK, HUKaKoe 3710 60Jie He JOBJIEET HaJl BAIlIUM CJIABHBIM POAOM. f yKe TOBOpPHIL
CwmepTb OTIa U Jefa UcKynuia Bee rpexu. Ceituac uiib TeOe peraTbh — KOMUTh HOBBIE MTPOKJIATHS,
WM OCTaThCsl YUCTHIM Tiepes 6oramu, — OnxaH 3ayM4YMBO JIIOOOBAJICS TaHIeM OrHsl. — B TebGe Tak
MHOTro 60511 cOKpbITO. He o3Boisii el Bctarth MekAay TOOOH 1 OyayIiym.

— Kakum Oynymimm, pekrop? — Huk 3710 yeMexHysics. — CIIyXu 0 MOl ceMbe U €€ «00bIdasix»
pacruioquuuch 1o Bcemy 3atopy. CII0KHO YK€ OTIMYUThH IPaBAy OT HAIIOro BpaHbs. S cMupuics.
Cmupurech ¥ Bbl. Y MOero poaa He OyaeT MpOJoJIKeHH L.

— 3ps ThI Tak ynopcrsyelib. Cembst — 310 xopoiuo, Hukiac, — OnxaH npoTsHy1 pyKy K OTHIO.
[Tnamsi OTBETHJIO JIETKUM BCIOJIOXOM, B KOTOPOM Ha MHUT TOKAa3aJI0Ch HECKOJIBKO YJIBIOAIOIINXCS
nvit. — Ho s 371eck, 1ipaBo, He ISl TOro, 9YT00Bl YOek/1aTh YIPSIMOTO MaJILUMIIKY B HEOOXOIUMOCTU
cynpyxectBa. MHe HyXHa TBOS [IOMOILIb.

— W yem xe s1 MOry Bam IOMOYb, roctioquH pektop? — Huknac nanpsircs. Ecim Onxany HyxHa
MIOMOI1Ib, 3HAYUT €My KpailHe He 1oBe310. [IoToMy Kak efiBa Jii eCTh XOTb YTO-TO B 3TOM MUPE, C YEM
YUHTEITb HE CMOT Obl CITPABUTLCSI CAMOCTOSITEITHHO.

— Tb1 Mol Tyurmit yueHuK, HuK1ac, — crapuk CKJIOHHJI Ce1yIo TOJIOBY, MPsiYa eXUIHYIO YIBIOKY.

Hux Takke He oTkazan ceOe B cmenke. CMOTpUTe-Ka, JTydIIHd.

— ApneHy u Dnuse, yBepeH, Bbl TOBOpUTE TO ke, — HuKac yabIOHysIcs, mpeacTapisist Heroao-
BaHMe JIpy3ei, eciii Obl OHM YCIIBIIIAIM, KOro MMeHHO OxaH Ha3Basl JIyYIIHM.

— Tel mens noiiman, — OgxaH paccMesiyics U XJIONHYJI B JIaIoK. — Tpy IJIaBHbIE 3aHO3bI AKa-
nemun. Beunast Most rosioBHast 00JIb M OTeuecKast TopaocTb. UTo yxk rpexa TauTh, Bbl M BIIPSMb JIyd-
111€ Ha CBOUX (paKyJIbTeTax.

Apnen u Dnuza O6bin Omkaiimvu Apy3bsimu Huka. Hepasnyunbie u Becérnble, OHH MepeBo-
paunBasii AKaJIeMHIO BBEPX THOM M CBOAMJIM C yMa 1a’ke€ MHOTOBEKOBBIX MPU3pakoB. Mx omnacaiuch
n mooum. Jlyummme u3 aydrmux. Korga ciydanuch cOpeBHOBaHUS MEK/1y aKaJleMUsIMU, OTAYBaThCS
32 YECTh POAHBIX IIEHATOB AOBEPSIM OJHOMY U3 TPOMLIBL.

Ho Tak 6sut0 He Bcerga. Ha mepBom Kypce mapHu apanuchk. [1of mpe3puTeIbHbIM B3TJISI0M
U3l OHM Pa3OMBAIIM APYT APYTY HOCH B KpOBb. MICTIONb3ysl He Maruio, a Kyjaaku. [ToBon ObLT He
HyXeH. CiydJailHbIil B3IJIs1, yIaBIlee Ha TOJ Mepo Win 0e300uaHas HAaCMEITKa CTAaHOBHJIMCH TIPH-
YMHOU SIPOCTHOM MOTACOBKH.

Ha BTOpOM romy oOyueHust CTYJEHTbI CTaJIU UCTIONB30BaTh CBOM CHJIbL. OHU palOCTHO MPaKTHU-
KOBaJI Maruio Apyr Ha apyre. He 3a0biBast Tak)ke oJaprBaTh HEMPUSTHBIMY 3aKJISTUSMU 3a3HAKKY
Du3zy.

Tpetuii Kypc 3anoMHIICS AKaJeMAU HEUCTOBOM JyJ1blo Ha Mpa3aHuke 6oruau daapr*. Torna
00a MapHs eBa OCTAJIMCh KUBBI OJarofaps yCwIvsM B30CIIEHHONW Dnu3bl. JIeByIike ynanoch yro-
BOPHTH LIEJIUTENCH CTapIIMX KYPCOB BBUICUMTh OOECCHIICHHBIX OT MAaru4ecKoro COCTSI3aHUsI MaroB.
CnMIIKoM yk OHM YBJIEKJIUCh, CTApasiCh MPEB30MTHU APYT Apyra B MacTepCcTBe KOJIOBCTBA.

Ha yerBéprom rogy oOyueHust ApaeHa cxBaTuiia MHKBU3UILMS. HUK 1 Dnu3a, puckys KU3HBIO,
OCBOOOIMIIM CBOETO 3aKJIATOro apyra u3 jamn TeHeil. OOeccueHHBIN 1 paHeHbId ApAeH HECKOJIBKO
MECSLEB MPOJIekal B KOME, BOCCTAHABJIMBASCH I1OCJIE KECTOKUX MBITOK. [IpakTHuecku Bech MUp Max-
HYJI PyKOH Ha MOJIOZIOTO KOJIyHa, HE BEpsl, UTO TOT CMOKET BEPHYTbCS K KU3HU, HE MOTEPSIB NIpU
stoM pasyma. Ho Huk ¢ Dnu3oii He cpamck. OHU exkeIHEBHO HaBellalv Apyra, He 03BoJisAsl ApAeHy
yirtu B Cajpl Ceinan™®. CycTsi HECKOJIBKO MECSILIEB, HATIOJTHEHHBIX 3JI0CThI0, HAJIEKJ0M, OTYasTHUEM
Y BEpOii, ApAEH BCTaJ € MOCTENIU. 3aHOBO y4ach XOAUTh U PaloBaTbCs KU3HMU.

Ha nsiTom ke Kypce qpy3bs cTaiu NOMCTHUHE HepasinyuHsl. Cymaciiesniasi Tpouia NpakTHKO-
BaJia TaKylo Maruio, 4to gaxe y OaxaHa BoJoChl B ycax 1eBeaInch. CTyneHTbl AKaJleMHH, K IpH-
Mepy, MOIJIM HaOTIoaTh, KaK MEPTBEIIbl, MOAHSBILIICH U3 MOTHUII, OOCITY)KUBAJIU peOsIT, YCTPOUBIINX
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MUKHKK MPSMO Tepesi OKHAMU CTOJIOBOM. Mitm opraHn30BbIBaM BEYEPUHKHU, HA KOTOPBIX ITIABHBIM
HaImUTKOM ObUIO 3arpeniéHHoe 3eabe CMepTr. BhINMMB ceil HamMTOK, MOXHO OBbLJIO Ha HECKOJIBKO
MuHYT nionacth B Canpl Ceiiian U moooIaThesl ¢ MOYMBIIMMU MpeaKaMu. biaro Kk Tomy MOMEHTY
AprieH HerIoxo pa3BWJI CBOM CEMEHMHBIN J1ap — LEJMTENbCTBO. B ciiydae HerpeaBUAEHHBIX 00CTOsI-
TesbeTB Huk Bo3Bpariai ayiry Ha MecTo, a Ap/ieH 3aj1eurBall TeJIeCHbIE PaHbl, He TIO3BOJISS CTYAEHTY
MOKUHYTh MUP KUBBIX.

Ha miectom HEeyroMOHHBIN LEJMTENb )KEHWICS Ha BTOPOKYPCHUIIE, BIIOOUBIIUCH B 3/IaTOBJIA-
CyI0 TUXOHI0O AHHHU 10 OecriaMsTcTBa. [Ipy3bsi HE COBCEM NMOHMMAJIM CTPAHHBIA BHIOOP ApzeHa, HO
NOJIAE KA, HA/IESICh, YTO CYNPYKECTBO MPUHECET €My CUACThE.

Ha cenpmom Kypce, niepert caMbiM BHIITyCKOM, HUK BMecTe ¢ Ipy3bsMU OIJTAaKHUBA IOHYIO KEHY
ApaeHa, COXKEHHYIO MHKBU3ULIMEN. O cMepT AHHM y3HAJIM JIMIIb TOT/A, KOrjaa e€ aylia Mpuie-
tesna K Huky, 4toOsl nepenars clioBa MpoIaHus 1 JIIoOBU CBoeMy MyXKy. JleByIika pacckasaia o coo-
CTBEHHOW CMEPTH U, He JOKHUIASCh MOsIBJICHUsI Ap/ieHa, 1a0bl He YCyryOnsiTh €ro ropsi, OTIpaBUIach
B Canpl Ceitnan. C tex nop mar 3atouni cedst B pogoBoM 3amke. OH He MOT TIPOCTHUTh cebe CMepTH
*eHbl. B MOMeHT e€ rubenu 1ienuTeb ObLT BBHIC/IAH U3 TOpojIa o opydeHuio pektopa OxxaHa. ApieH
B TO BpeMsl yXe HECKOJIBKO JIET Kak paboTtai rpernoaaBareneM B Akagemuu. Ceilyac JIMIIb CKYITIbie
3anucku Huky u Dimse roBopuiiv o0 ToM, YTO APYT BCE €UIE KUB.

Onu3a Ke yAaauiach B TOpPbI, CTaB OTIIEIbHUICH. [Ipynabl M XpaHUTENIU CTapoid Maruu ooy-
Yanau BeIbMy CMHUpeHuIo. [leBymika TpeHrpoBaia ceOsi U CBOI0 B3OAIMOIIHYIO CHITY, KOTOPYIO BCE
CJIOXHee ObUIO AepkaTh 1moj KoHTposieM. [109ToMy, CripATaBIIMCh B CAMBIX HEMPOXOAMMBIX AeOpsIX
JIecOB, DNM3a CKPBIBAJIACH OT JIIOJEH M X CEKPETOB. Y JIeBYIIKU ObllTa HEOOBIYHASI M OYEHb pelIKasi
cuina. CTouso BeibMe MPUKOCHYThCS K JTIOOOMY TpeIMETY, YeJIOBEKY MM KUBOTHOMY, KakK Iepes
HEell LETIOYKOM MTPOHOCHIIUCH COOBITHS MX KU3HU: CaMble CTpPAIIIHbIE WA COKPOBEHHbIE TAHBI, MyUH-
TeJIbHbIe OOMIbI WM TOPSTUME MPU3HAHUS JII0OBU, OpavHask HOUb HA MApPYOBBIX MPOCTHIHSAX WU TPY-
60€e N3HACHJIOBaHUE B MMOABOPOTHE. Bely, XpaHsiiye OTIevyaToK CBOMX X035€B, BOITUIN HE MEHBIIIE.
[Ikarynka niaM HeOpekKHO OPOIIEHHBI HOCOK MOTJIM TMOBEJATh YAUBUTEIbHbIE UCTOPUN 00 MX BIIa-
nenbiiax. K cokayieHuio, yKacHBIX MOCTYIKOB OBUIO MHOTO OOJIbIIe, YeM JA0OpOeTeIbHBIX. Dn3a
Hayajaa CXOAUTh C yMa, 00sICh HOBBIX JKYTKHMX BHICHUI. [leByIllka MOIjia MpUKacaThCs JIUIIb K ApY-
3bsIM JIa HECKOJIbKUM JipynaaM. O MapHsX OHA U Tak 3Hajia aOCOMIOTHO BCE, a JKPELbl IPUPOLIBI ObLITH
KPHUCTAJIBHO YHCTHI.

He6pexHoe nokanmBanve OnxaHa BepHy/I0 Huka U3 BOCOMUHAHUI 0OpaTHO B TeTio Ouo-
JIMOTEKH.

— Dnu3a cefiyac HeIOCTYIHA, — HEKPOMAHT BCTaJI C Kpecia M MPUHSJICS HAaBOPAYMBaTh KPyTru
10 MymmrcToMy KoBpy. — O0patutech k ApaeHy. Ero Hy)KHO BHITalIIUTh U3 3aMKa U 3aCTABUTh KUTb.
OH CKOpO caM CTaHET TEHbIO.

— VBb1, Hukinac, — Onxan ¢ coxkaienuem pas3Ben pykamu. — [loMoub MHE MOKET JIMIIb HEKPO-
MaHT v xHel Ceiinan. [Ipeacrapnsenib, Kak yaadHo, 9To s 3a0pén k Tede. Hukiac, MHe HyXeH
MMEHHO THI.

— U 3ayem xe, MO3BOJIbTE YTOUHHUTH, — SI3BUTENNBHO cripocvyl Hukmac, nocamys, 4to Hesb3st
NpUBJIeYb K paboTe apyra.

— He épnnyaii, Mmanpuminka, — OgxaH cTporo nocMotpes Ha Myx4uHy. OT ObUIOrO Tera u
pamymms He ocTayioch ciena. Jlake OroHb MPUTHX, C IIMIIEHUEM 3a0MBIIUCH TIoj OpéBHA. — Tebe
M3BECTHO, YTO B 3aTope nmponajaaioT BeabMbl? cue3aioT Tak, yTo He OTCIeIUTh JaXe CUTbHEUIIINM !

Huknac kuBHY, co3epiiasi HeTOPOIUIMBBIN TaHell IJIaMeH!. PEKTop MMen Marmueckyio CBs3b
¢ oraém. CTyJeHTOB 3TO Bcer/Ja MPUBOAWIO B OJIArOrOBEMHBIN TpereT U HaOMUHAJIO, YTO He CTOWT
IIyTUTh C MaroMm.

— IIponano cemMHaaaTh keHIUH, — OXaH CI0KUI PYKH Ha TPYAU U pa3ApaxeéHHO MOBEN Tie-
yamMu. — BoJibIlie JI0KUHBI KEHIIMH YBEJIU W3-TI0]] HAIlIeTO HOca, 00051 BCe MBICJMMBIE U HEMbICITHU-
Mble rperpa/ibl. [lopa3uTesbHO yMeble MOXUTUTENH, OHAKO. DT0 MHKBU3UIMS. HecomuenHo. JInmb
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nevictBus TeHel s HE B CUJIaX HU YBUIETb, HU npeayranarb. OcrajipHble cO3JaHus 3artopa Mpeo
MHOM OTKPBITHI.

— ¥V Bac NosBUJINMCH NMPEINONOKEHUS O TOM, KaK uX noxuuiait? — Huk Bctpenenysics.

— V¥BbI, HeT. Ho, K cyacThio, NOSBUJIOCH YTO-TO HOBOE. B I'enioce y ynpasiisiomero ropoaom
nponania ao4b. [Ipennonaraio, uto oHa Obl1a BepMou, — OXaH 3alyMYlBO HAKpPyUYHBal KOHYHK yca
Ha rnasiell. — 3aBTpa ke OTIPaBJIsAics K Oe3yTelHOMY ManeHbke. Bo3bMKCh 32 IOMCKU IEBUOHKH.

— W xaxk xe s cMory e€ otbickaTh? Ecm 1axe Bbl B HeAOyMeHUU. .. — HUK yauBIEHHO cMOTpen
Ha pextopa. He BbIkWII 1 cTapuk u3 yma?

— He BbikmI, — Kak HY B 4€M He ObIBasio 0To3Basicsi OxaH, CJIOBHO YYEHUK HE B MBICIISIX yCO-
MHUJICSL B /IEKBaTHOCTU PEKTOPA, a IPOU3HEC CBOM COMHEHMS BCIyX. — Tenepb caMoe MHTEPECHOE.
To1 ke nomuuis AMepaiipy Hua? Mepy. Ona yuniiach Ha HECKOJIBKO KypCOB MJIaJILIE Bac.

— Ipennonoxum. .. — Hukiac 3amep ot yxaca, 605icb, uto OXaH 3aCTaBUT B3STh B TIOMOIII-
HUIIBI 3TY HEBBIHOCUMYIO JieBuIly. K coxkasieHnIo, peKTOp MCIBITHIBAT OCOOYIO PaI0CTh, CTaBs B Mapy
CTapIIeKypPCHUKAM HECMBIIUIEHBIX MepBOrofgok. Ho ceifuac MyumHa ObLT TOTOB COIJIACHTBHCS Ha
moo6oro. .. Tonbko 661 He Mepy. He Mepy...

— YcmupH cBOM CTpaxu, MajlbuMK, — IIPOILENIECTeNl HEJOBOJIbHBIN cTapuK. — Mepa mepTBa.

Huxknac 4yTh ObUTO He BBIIOXHYJT OT 0OJIeryeHusi, Ho BoBpeMs crepxaics. CnaBa Boram. Beuio
Obl HEJIOBKO M HEITUYHO. ..

—Taxk... ITpoctute, 51 Ha 3TOI HEAEE MAJIO CIAJT M TIOTOMY IIJIOX0 COOOpakKalo, I0JKHO OBITh. . .
— Huk cumuiics ynoBUTh XOTh KaKyIO-TO CBSI3b MEXK[IY IByMs JeBylIKamu. — Kak ogHa nmomoxer c
npyrou?

— Mepa — BenpMa, THI ¥ Tak 310 3Haelb. Ho neBymiky He noxutuiu. Ona meprBa. HeronstHo,
novemy... — OyxaH HEOBOJILHO TMOKaJl TYObl. — 32 MTHOBeHHe 1O cMepTH Mepa rpuciaia MHe
3aIMCKY C OTHUM JIHIIb cIOBOM: «TeHn». Ho e€ He MoXWTuiM, Kak OCTalbHBIX, a youau. Bompoc:
«[Touemy?». C 3TUM THI U IOJKEH pa300paThCsl, MATbYUMK.

— Xotute, 4TOOBI 51 BOCKPECHUII IEBYIIIKY U IOTTPOCKII? — HAKOHEN-TO Mpo3pes HuK, mpsiya 3eBok
B KyJake. [leno He MyTopHOe, ObicTpoe. [IpoOiem ObITh He HOJIKHO.

— Thl HE MOXeILIb IPOCTO OTIIPABUTHCS B IOM rocriofyHa Busuiema v mpocuTh NOIHATH €ro J0Yb
W3 MOTHWJIBI, YTOOBI 33/1aBaTh Kakue-JIuOo Borpockl, — OnxaHn Haxmypui 6poBu. — Ho crnenoBarensb
1o Jiesty Busnopsl, joyepu npaktuuecku xo3suHa ['esoca, BronHe MoxeT. Bockpecu Mepy u y3Hait
000 BCEM, UTO eil ObLJIO U3BECTHO 00 MHKBU3UIIMHU, TEHSX M COOCTBEHHON CMEpTH. DTa JeBYIIKa —
eIMHCTBEHHAsl HUTh, CBS3BIBAIOIIAS HAC C OXUTUTEIAMU. HyKHO mpeKkpaTuTh ucTpedaeHre BeIbM.

— Bl yBepensl B cMepTH BesibM ? — BAPYT o3agauniicsl Hukiac. — MoxkeT, ux BOpyIOT 1151 JEMO-
HOB Ha OTOOp HeBecT*?

— HekoTopeIM keHIIMHAM JaJIeKO 32 COTHM JIET NEPEBAINIIO, — MOKPSAXTEN cTapuk. — Ensa nu
XOTb OJMH JIEMOH IpeJbcTUTCS Takou HeBecTol. K Tomy ke na, Huknac, s yBepeH. Bee skeHIMHbI
MEPTBHI.

— Pacckaxerte, B uéMm Bam cekper? — Huk yneiOHyscs. — Kak BbI MOkeTe 3HaTh O TakoM?

— IlycTh 310 OCTaHeTCss MOEM TalHOM, IOHBIN JKHELl.

— Kak 1 coTHuM Ipyrux Belei, — ycMexHyscsi My )kurHa. — Korga s 1oimkeH oTipaBuThes?

— Hemennsa. Mepa ymepina Bcero jiBa yaca Hazajl, Bunopa nponaia Buepa BeuepoM, — OaxaH
TSIKEJIO B3/I0XHYJI.

— Xopol10, — HeKpOMaHT KUBHYJI. — Besto 3anpsirate kapety, — HUK TOpoIiMBO NoacYMThIBal,
CKOJIbKO BPEMEHM y/IacTCsl ypBaTh Ha COH. TaK XOTEJIOCh KOCHYThCSI MSTKOW MEPUHBI, XOTb HA MUT
MIPUKPBITH IJ1a3a U. ..

— Huxnac. Bpems He xaét! Hukakux kapert, — orpe3an OnaxaH. — Y Bac ObUI LIEJIBIA Kypc TIO
TeJiernopTaiu. Bocronb3yiicss CBOUMU 3HAHUSIMHA, MOW MaJIbuUK. Y TeOs ke «OTIMIHO» OBLIO TIO
3TOMY NpEeIMETY, €CIIU 51 HE 3aramsToBal. ..
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— ¥V MeHs 1o BceM npeaMeraM ObUIO «OTJIMYHO», TOCTIONUH peKTop, — Huk ckpusmicsa. OH
TEpIeTh He MOT NepeMeInarhbest. — Poquren Mepsl MOryT MeHsl y3HaTh. Mbl HECKOJIBKO pa3 BUIEIIHCH
Ha Mpa3gHUKax B Akagemud. Ha 3THX moTpsicaolmx MEeponpusITHsX, I1e OJHA TMOJOBHHA TOCTeH
TMSUIATCS Ha 3aBUJIHBIX )KEHUXOB, a BTOpasi — Ha kHeua Ceilman™.

— Moii manbumk. KHelpl Tak peAKu... — peKTop MoxJonajl MyX4YuHy 1o cnuse. — [Iposisu
teprieHue. $1 1 cam Obl Ha TeOs TISTUIICS, HE YCTIeH Thl MHE MpUMeITbKaThes 10 cMepTu. Crienaii Tak,
4yToOBI TeOs1 He y3Hau. Y Bac Obi1 Kypc [lonora [IpeoOpaxenus®, — OnxaH BHUMATEBHO OTJISIET
OwbiBIIIErO yueHuKa. — [lonarato, mpodgeccop He mocTaBrl Obl BaM BBICIIUE OaJiy1, ey Obl BH €T0 He
3acnyxui. He pazoyapoBbiBaii MeHst, Hukac.

— Byny crapatbcs, pektop OnxaH, — Mpoeans My KYrMHa, OlIyias cedst MogpOCTKOM, HAIITKO-
IUBIINM B AKaJeMUU.

— Kcratu, Huknac, coBcem 3a0bu1, — Onxad mputBOpHO B310XHYI. — B T'enoce Kaiinen. Byap
OCTOPO’EH, APYT MOM.

Huk B 3amermaresibcTBe 0OEpHYJICS, HO PEKTOP yKe UcUes.

— Bor cniacu6o. .. Yapyxwumu. Jlydiie Obl st ObUT IBOSYHUKOM. . .
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I'nmasa 3. I'eqoc

HeoxotHo HageBas muam, Hukiac ropeBa o cBoeii O6e3picxogHocTi. Hy Kak ke BCE clloku-
JIOCh-TO HeyJauyHO. BMecTo yioTa mocTenu ero oxujaina HempusITHAsI I0pora U pasapaKaioas J1eB-
yoHka. OJxaH Bcerja MosBJIsUICS B caMOe HEOKMIAaHHOE BpeMsl U CTaBUJI 3a[auM, KOTOpble Tpedo-
BaJI MAKCUMAJIbHBIX CHJT M BPEMEHHU.

Konnyst Hay1 aMmysieTOM-MasikoM, HEKPOMAHT CTapaJiCsl OCTaBaThCst OECIIPUCTPACTHBIM, B3bIBasI K
nomy Bunopsl. Paznpakenue v yctanocTb AyIIWIU €ro, MoKa TsSKENas XpycTaibHasi Karuisi MeJIJIeHHO
HAJIMBAJIACh OOPIOBBIM IIBETOM. DTO O3HAYAJIO, YTO BCE TOTOBO, M Marvsi CMOIJIa 3aLIETUTHCS 32 AYIIH,
K KOTOPbIM TpeOOoBaJICs IepeHOC. AMYJIET MPUBEIET €ro K CEMbe IPaoHaYaIbHUKA CAMBIM KOPOTKUM
1 OE30IIaCHBIM CITIOCOOOM.

B3siB 13 TallHMKA HECKOJIBKO JPEBHUX TATUCMAHOB, JAIOIINX CUITY, HBKPOMAHT, CTUCHYB 3YOBl,
nepemectuics B ['enoc.

Kpuku, kpoBb u oronp nonpusercTBoBaiu Hukiaca, eBa OH CTyNUJI HA TBUILHYIO JAOPOTY.
3aKanuisBIIKCh, MyKUYMUHA IPUKPBLT JTULIO PyKaBOM Iiaiia. Ero pa3pbiBaiu mpoTUBOpEUYMBHIE Kela-
Hus1. C OTHOY CTOPOHBI, eMy ObI IOCTICIIUTS ¢ 3a1anneM O1XaHa U BOCKPECUTh KallPU3HYIO JIEBUOHKY.
Ho ¢ apyroii... B I'enoce 6puta onqHa u3 crapeinmx 6uonrorek 3atopa. Ensa ym, koneuHo, Kaiiien
PELIUT Ha HEe€ MOKYCUThCS, HO OMACHOCTb OMpeIeEHHO MpUcyTcTBOoBala. OroHb, Kak U3BECTHO, HE
[AJUT HAYETO.

Bcé ke HeIOoBOJILCTBO pPEKTOpa MEpecHIHIO OeCroKOMCTBO 3a KHUTU. Hukiac cBepHyn B
MepeyIioK, Crelia K JoMy, K KOTOpOMY €ro TsHYJ 3a4apOBaHHbINA amyneT. HezameHnMasi, KOHEUHO,
BEIIMIIA, TOMOTAIOIIAs OPUEHTUPOBATHCS B JTIOOOM He3HakoMoM Mecte. He 3pst oHM ¢ Dim3oi Tak
noiro paboranu Hax popmysion norcka. Teneps axke KPoBb He HYKHA Oblia AJis1 aKTUBALIUM Maru-
YeCKOro TaJINCMaHa.

Huknac pasnocanoBaHHO HaTsHYN Ha ceOs JmumHy TeHu. MykumHA Npe3upasl KakIoro
OTCTYITHUKA, HO ceiuac, moxaiyil, 9T0 camasl HempuMeTHas BHEIIHOCTh ajs ['enoca. Topox Tak u
KHUILEJ TIOMOIIHUKAMU UHKBU3UTOpA. PacnpaBuB mMIMpoKUe IJIeud, HEKPOMAHT YBEPEHHO 3alliaras
BIIEPEN.

«Bedoma! 'Y mebs ecmv uac, umobvl npuiimu Ha 2aaenyro naowads. A codcey eecv I'enoc
oomaa, HO 000epycb 00 meodsi».

Cyposiii ronoc Kaiinena nanonHun ropo. HekpomanT a€pHyscs, Kak oT yaapa. Maiio Koro
Huxknac HeHaBUeN Tak ke CHIBHO, KakK 3Toro 4ejoBeka. CTONBbKO MOTeph MO ero BuHe... CKOIbKO
Oe3BUHHBIX KePTB. ApaeH, AHHU, er0 COOCTBEHHASI CEMbI. . .

«B ceoux pykax s 0epoicy meoio uacmo u 3Har0, ymo mol 30ecob. Bpemst nowno. He 3acmaensii
20P0O0 NONCANEMB O CBOELL MPYCOCIIL».

BpoBu Huka B3nerenu ko n0y, Moka oH ycKopsi1 miar. M3-3a oqHOUM BeIbMbI CKUTATh ropoa?
Kpenko e oHa ero B36ecusia. Hukiac Tonbko Haiesics, 4To kKeHIIMHA He CTOJIb [Ty, YTOOBI OTIATh
ce0s1 B pyKM MHKBU3UTOpA. SICHO Xe, Bce ero ciioBa — JIoXKb. Y BegbMy OH YOBET, M TOPOI CMETET
C JIM1IA 3eMJIM.

[NoxenaB HE3HAKOMKE y/1auu, HEKPOMAHT BCE ke TIOMOJTHIICS Ooram, 4TtoObl OMOIMOTeKa yiie-
nena. 7Ku3Hp 4esoBeKa — 3TO KOHEUHO XOPOIIO, HO HAClleIue MPeIKOB OeCclieHHO.

Korna Hukac yBuzaesn 1oM mpornasiiieit BeIbMbl, TO HA MTHOBEHHUE JIMIIUAJICS apa peud. Yto
9TO 32 cyMacliecTBHe rnocpeau npuimyHoro ['enoca? Heyxenu JoMoM 3aHUMAICS CIIENON HEyMexa
6e3 rpammMa BKyca? Krto, BooOIIE, B 3MpaBOM yMe JelaeT BXOAHYIO JBEPb MO-IIBIILISYbY KENTOH?
Ecnu Tbl, KOHEUHO, He KuTeNb Oe3yMHON Meapi*. B ToM ropone, eciii TBOE JKWIUIIe He TTOXOAUT Ha
B3PBIB KPACOK, TO Thl MPAKTUYECKH U3TOH.
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HekpomaHT 1tutoTHee 3anaxHyi riami. HaBepHsika 10M — oTpaxkeHHe ero Xxo3sauHa. A ¢ 6e3yM-
LIEM FOBOPUTh HE OYEHb-TO XOTEJOCh. IIOMHABIIMCE MO0 KAaMEHHBIM CTYIEHSIM K Kpbuiblly, Hukiac
YHBLJIO MIOCTy4aJl B IBEPb I'PaJJOHAYAIbHUKA.

Cnasa BceM Ooram, J{nopwmii ObuT He OonTIUB U ciepxkad. Kak tonbko Huknac crsanyn ¢ ceOs
muurHy TeHu, My)X4drHa ObICTPO paccKasasl eMy MoApOOHOCTH Mcue3HOBeHus Busopsl. [ie, koraa
M OTKyza JeBymnika nponana. He mogaumas a3 Ha Huka, [uopuit Bcyunn emy Oymaru, OaTBep-
KJAIOIIKE, YTO TENeph UMEHHO 3TOT HEKPOMAHT BEAET [1eso ero goyepu. CKopo MOIpPOIIABIINCH,
IpajIoHavyaJIbHUK BBIITPOBOIMII TOCTS 3a 1Bepb. HEeKpOMaHT — HexkeslaHHbIH TOCETUTEINb, AAaKe €Clu
3aHMMAETCs TIOMCKAMHU JTIOOMMOTO JUTSTH.

Huknac naBHO nepecrain obpaiiath BHUIMaHKHe Ha TOI0OHOE MOBE/IeHUe JTIoJIeH, HAITPOTUB, OH
JOBOJILHO YXMBUTbHYJICS. Eciii Bc€ OyeT mpoucXoauTh Tak CTPEMUTENBHO, TO, MOXKATYH, OH CMOXKET
BEPHYTHCS JIOMOH YK€ K 3aBTpAILHEMY YKUHY.

HexpoMaHT cenan HECKOJIBKO 111aroB, pa3MbllLIss, KaK Jy4Ylle NepeHeCTUCh K JoMy Mepbl.
CoTBOpHTH MOPTAJT MPSIMO 37€Ch WIIM CHavYasla CKPHIThCS € paiapoB MHKBU3UTOpa? B Bo3myxe Oyaro
IpsA3HBIE CHEKMHKU KPYKUIIM XJIOMbs riervia. Kaiinen pasOymeBasicst He Ha 1myTKy. «/lopa cmamoi-
éamo yoouku», — pemin Hukiac u 1BUHYJICS B CTOPOHY TOPOACKUX BOPOT.

Paznanocek HesicnHoe mumnenue. HUK ynmuBiéHHO 0OepHYJICS, He Bepsi, YTO KTO-TO PEIInI Mpu-
Bieub BHUMaHue Ternn. OOBIYHO OOM B CTpaxe OTBOAWJIM B3IJISA U MPSATAIHCH IO yIiiaM, OOsICh
3506HOrO BO3AeicTBHs Maruu. Ho korna Hukiac yBuzen Hapymmressi CIIOKONCTBUSI, paccaaOmcs.
HeynokoeHHbI# 1yX Majb4yMKa MOA3BIBAN €r0, CKPbIBAsCh B KyCTaxX *aCMHHA.

— [Mpoctu, masei. $1 He Mory ¢ TOOOH MoUrpath, — HUK OCTOPOkKHO MOIOMIEN K TyIIIe MaJIbIIIIA.
Ha B Manbumky MOKHO ObLTO 1aTh J1eT ceMb. CoBceM pedEHOK. — Ho st MOry OTIIpaBUTh TBOIO TyIITy
B Cagpi Ceitnas. [To3BonuIbs moMoub? — HEKPOMAHT YJIBIOHYJICS, TIOKA3bIBAs, UTO OOSTHCS HE HYKHO.

— He mory... — peGEHOK IpycTHO KauHYJ rojioBod. — $1 He xouy OpocaTh CBOIO CECTPEHKY
OfIHY... — OH OTBEJ B CTOPOHY IJ1a3a, TOoJHbIe 601, — PouTenu e€ OosTcss M COBCEM € HEll He TOBO-
par. S eauHCTBeHHBIN Apyr. MykurHa He TOMKeH Opocarh JeBYIIKY B Oefe, TpaB/a xe?

— IlpaBna. Tet Opar Buutopsl, Masbim? — mpeanonoxut HekpoMaHT. Ecim ero gorajgka BepHa,
PeOEHOK MOT IIOMOYb B €r0 TIOUCKaX.

— Jla, — ManpuMK onaciauBo orsiaescs. — S Buaen, Kak Bbl TOBOPUJIM € OTLIOM. Bbl ke xotute
ec HanTu?

— OueHsb xouy. Bujiesn, 4To mpor30IIIo ¢ cecTpoid? — ¢ Haiexk 101 cripocuyt HUK, MOJIsICh, 4TOOBI
He MPUIIUIOCh eXaTh K cemerike Mepbl.

— Coskarnero, TOCIoAMH, HET. .. — MAJIBUUK CHUK. — f1... yOesKas urparb C Apyrom, — pacCTpoeH-
Has aymia peOGeHKa co B3/I0XOM OITCTHIJIACh HA 3eMJTI0. — MBI B OAIMH TOJI YMEPJIH OT YEPHOU JIMXO-
panku. Poqurteny He 3axoTeny oOpamarscs K Maram, yMasi, 9To KOJIIOBCTBO — CTpaliHoe 3710. OHU
710 TIOCJIE/IHETO BEPHIIH, YTO Ma3u M TPaBbl CIIOCOOHBI TIOMOYb M3JIeuuThcsl. HO BB HEe qymaiiTe 4ero
MIPOTUBHOTO. I HE CepKych Ha HUX, a OYeHb JII0OMIO. JItoOuI1. .. MBI HUKOTO HE BUHUM, YECTHO-YECTHO.

— MHe xanb 1 Te0s1, U Apyra TBoero, — Huksac He XOTes Mpomarhesi, OCTaBIsAsl MaJIbIIIA CKU-
Tarbcs 1o 3aTopy. — Ho MHe Hy:kHO crietnTh. Thl ke MOHMMaelllb, Kak ceilyac BakHa Kax1as MUHYTA.
Xouenb ke, 9TOOBI 5 CIac TBOIO CeCTPy Kak MOXKHO ckopee?

— Koneuyno! Ona nobpast u moOuT MeHsl, — MajbuuK MOMSUICS, CAEPXKUBasl MPU3PAYHbIE
cnéspl. — $1 xoTen, 4ToObl BB 3HAM, Brtopa — HenpocTast BeagbMa. OHa Obuta ipoBuauIed. EcTs. ..
Ectb, KOHEeUHO. .. Bu He ymepia. { To4HO 3Haro.

— 41 Toxe Tak gymaro, — HUK kuBHY, mpuodonpsist aetckyio ayiry. [Iposuaunia. Hano xe, kak
uHTepecHo. — Kak 1ebst 30ByT?

— ApBuz, — Manbuuk ropao BHIITATAI TPY/b.

— Xopotee umsi, — yIpiOHyJIcsl HekpoMadT. [{nst Huka kaskiast BeTpeya ¢ ISTCKOM AyIoi Oblia
Kak B nepBblil pa3. To ke oTyasiHue, Ta ke nedajib. OueHb rpyCTHO, KOIa IeTH HE UMEIOT BO3MOXK-
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HOCTH TIPOXKHTH UyTh JOJblIe. BinoOuThes, Haienars OmOOK, co3aTh HOBYIO KH3Hb. .. MyX4nHa
nomopuics. HecipaBeaymmeo. — ApBu, MOTy s UTO-TO JJ1sl TeOs cieaTh?

— Ja. Bsl... Bel Moxkete otnipaButh ayiy apyra B Cagst Ceitian? — ApBUJL CIIOKWII Xy/ble PyKU
B YMOJISIIOIIIEM ECTe U C HaJIeKA0i IOCMOTpEJT Ha HeKpoMaHTa. — OHa He yIuia cpa3y 1ocjie CMEpPTH.
Ouenb cwiibHO cKyuasa o Mame. Ho nmpomioit BecHout 1€t 3omu ymepna. OHa He 3Hasia, 4to eé
KIyT, v ocnenia B Caapl K cBoeMy peOEHKy. A JyIia Ipyra yke He CMOIJIA. .. He ycrena.

Huk pyraysncs mpo ce6s. Bpemenu B 06pe3. Ho on He Mor OpocuTh pebEHKa, IPOCAIIEro o
TTOMOIIH.

— S momory TBOEMY Apyry, Apsug, — Huk nonMurays maipuuky. — K coxaneHuio, Korjaa ayua
oCcTaéTcs B 3aTOpe CIMIIIKOM JIONTO, €3 TOMOIIHU YKe He 00OMTHCh. 30BU CKOpPEe CBOETO CKUTAJTBIIA.

Jlpyrom HEOXKHUAAHHO OKa3aiach Yymasas Qyllla MajleHbKOW AeBoukr. OHa mpsTaniach 3a Cru-
HOUM ApBHJA, CTECHSISICH TTOKA3aThCsl MYKUMHE.

— Boiiiau, munast, — Huk npotsinyn pyky. — He Goiics mens. Tol ke xouens Kk Mmame? YBepeH,
OHA OYEeHb CKYYaeT 10 CBOEH KPOIIIKe.

— OueHb x04y. { Toxe Mo He¥ CKyyalo, — MPONHUIIAia IeBOUKa, ApoXka OoT BoiHeHus. — Ho s
He Mory OpocuTh ApBHIIa COBCEM OJHOTO. ..

— T no6past neBouka, — Huksac npucesn Ha KOPTOUKH, YTOOBI MAJIBIIIKE HE TTPUXOAMIIOCH TaK
CWIBHO BBITSATUBATH 111e10. — He Bonnyiics. Korna npuner Bpemst ApBuaa, sl v €ro Iyiny OTIPaBIIio K
Ceitnan. O6emntao. B Cagax Bpemst ua€t nHave. Thl faske He ycrieelb COCKYIUThCS.

— Xoportio. 51 Bam Bepio. 3HaI0, YTO BBl XOPOIIHIA, XOTh ¥ HOCUTE CTPAIITHOE JIUIIO, — OHA YJIbIO-
HyJ1ach JInuuHe TeHu.

— Tak TbI He TONBKO JOOpasi, HO M yMHasi! — oTMeTHJI, KuBas, Hukac.

JeBouka noponuia Kk Apaeny. OHa Kperko oOHsIa CBOETO JIpyra, 3aIuBasi u cedsi, ¥ ero mpu-
3payHbIMU CJIE3aMHU.

[Mpomarscs Beeraa Tsxeno. Huk oTBepHysics, AaBasi MaJIbIIaM BO3MOKHOCTD TOIJIaKaTh, HE
CTECHSISICh UYyKHUX TJIa3.

— 51 6ymy cky4aTb, ApBH[, — J€BOUKA BCXJIMITHYJA, KYJauKOM pa3MasbiBasi BJary 1o meKkam. —
[Noxainyiicta, Tl TONBKO TOTOporuchk! S Oymy TeOs kaaTh Kaxplid aeHb! [lake urpatb HU ¢ KeM
OoJbIIie He CTaHy. .. BOT ckaku, KTo MHe OyJIeT JOCTaBaTh sIOJIOKM C BHICOKHUX BETOK? A eCiu 51 pa3o-
ObI0 KOJIEHKY, KTO K€ IUTIOHET Ha He€, 4TOoObl OHA CKOopee 3aXmia? — rojocuia ayiia, HaduHas pas-
TOHSTh CBOW pblIaHus. — MHe 6e3 TeOsi HuKak, ApBua! A eciy Mosi TOMOIIIb Tede MOHAI00UTCs ?
Kak sxe TbI cripaBUIIIbCST OUH?

— Byapb cmenoit, Tel yero 310? Mbl CKOpO YBUIMMCS, — MAJIBUMK OTCTYITWJI HA IIar, 30 BCEX
CHJI CTapasiCh Ka3aThCsl XpaOpPBIM U He paciiiakaThesi B oTBeT. — Crymnait, Mna, crynaii.

Huknac mpoTsiHy/ K MaJIBIIIIKE PYKY.

— Ionoiinu ko mue, Mna. Tebe He HYKHO OOATHCS.

JleBouka mpuOIM3MIACh K CTOSIBIIIEMY Ha KOJIEHSIX MykuuHe. HUK 0CTOpOXHO AOTPOHYJICS /10
Xpynko# aymmm. Mna crana nmioTHou, olyTuMou, OyATo cHoBa xuBoi. OH mprsKai K cebe Tpenenty-
ero pe6énka, ormpansis MonuTBy Ceitnan. Ceityac Hukiac OpuT He HEKpOMaHTOM, TTOJHUMAIOIIAM
MEpTBELIOB, a XPeLoM OOTMHM, BO3BPAIIAIOIINM MOTepsiHHbIE Ty B e€ CaJibl.

OpnHo 00BsATHE, OfHA OnarojapHasi ynelOKa, U ayma Mapl KpOXOTHBIM OTOHBKOM B3BMJIACH
BBepx. Criera B CBO HOBBIH JIOM, K CBOEU CEMbeE.

Huknac mpukpbUl r71a3a, HACAaXIasCh MPHUSITHOW T'PYCTHIO M TEIUIOM, Pa3IMBAIOIIMMCS IO
Tpyau.

— Crniacu60 3a 1ap, Mama, — My )K4rHa oOepHYJICs, UIla B3MIA0M ApBuaa. Ho mabiin mpomnat.
HagepHoe, pemni, 4To cripaBisiTbCsl CO CBOEW yTPATOM Jiyullle caMocTosATesbHO. Hudero. 910 He
nocie/iHsIs ux Berpeda. Emé OymneT BO3MOKHOCTb TIOMPOIIATHCS.

Permm Gombitie He TpaTuTh BpeMenu, Huk mepemectuics k rpanwiie [Topco. T'opona, rae ero
kJlaja ceMbsl HCHaBUCTHON Mepbl.
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I'naBa 4. CaenoBarteas Hoopa

INopran nepenéc Huka k cambim Bopotam [Topco. K coxanenuio 111 HeKpoMaHTa, ropoj ObL1
3aIIUIIEH Marn4ecKUM KyIIOJIOM OT OECKOHTPOJIBHBIX MepeMeleHd U3BHe. 3/1ech KU CBOOOJIO-
TMOoOMBBIE KOJIYHBI, KOTOpBIE He Oosutich HU BiacTu KaiineHa, Hu kecrokoctu Teneid.

HekpomaHT focTas cBoit amyJieT, IepeHarpasJisis ero Cuily Ha MoUck goMa Amepaiibipl. [Tomb-
3ysCb MUMOJIETHOM NiepepliKoi, Hukiac nmpucen npsiMo Ha 3eMJI0 ¥ 3aKpbLi M1a3a. Kak e emy ObL1
HEeoOXoaMM OTABbIX. Yac cHa — Ipeiest MeuTaHui. AMyJIeT Harpesics U 3aBHOpHPOBaAJI, U3BeIasi Mara o
cBoeil rotoBHOCTH. HukJ1ac B310XHYJ1, HOTHUMASCh HAa HOTU. TOJIKO Obl BCE MOCKOPEE 3aKOHUMIIOCh.

Boiins ckBO3b JepeBsiHHBIE BOPOTA, MYy:KUMHa orisesncs. [JJom Mepsl, cornacHo Masiky, Haxo-
AWJICS] B CAMOM OTIANIEHHOM YacTH ropoza. YTo xk, OyeT BpeMsi M HOTY pa3MsITh, M MBICJIH CBOH YTIO-
psnounts. Hanpumep, MHTEpECHO, MOYeMy HUKOMY He ObLIO M3BECTHO, uTo Buiiopa — npoBuauma?

Martb roBopuJIa, 4TO STUM JapOM 00J1a/1aJTH JINIIb U30paHHble Mary. B Obuibie BpemeHa Xommbl
Hpywnos menpo poxnany Buasnmx. Ho cefiyac Takue cokpoBuilia HailTH 6su10 crnoxuo. Kak Ino-
PHUIO YaBaJIOCh TaK JOJITO CKPbIBATh CUJIbI Jouepu? Beab ObITh MPOBUIUIIEN — 3TO HE LIBETHI PACTUTD,
7J1a OTOHb BBI3bIBATh. BUJEHMS MOABIANNCH HEOKUAAHHO. HeBO3MOXKHO ObLIO IpetyraaaTh UM OCTa-
HOBUTb X BO3ZHUKHOBEHHE.

Cuna BUIANMX ObUIa POACTBEHHA Japy Du3bl. TSKeno cpaxarbCs C TeM, YTO HE B CHJIaX
B3STh IIOJl KOHTPOJIb. DTO ObLI0 TsKENO. [Toapyra crpagana, dypasch uyxakoB. HezaBunHas, oqHako,
obuta y Bunops! sxxu3Hb. Cujena B3anepT, a eAMHCTBEHHBIH IPYT — MOKOWHBINA Opatell. Y Dnu3bl, 1o
KpaiiHeil Mepe, ObUIM OHU C APAEHOM.

Yem 6mke Hukiac mogxomut K Hy’)KHOMY OMY, TeM CHIIbHEE TIOPTAJIOCH €r0 HACTPOEHHE, a
HOTM LUK Be€ MensieHHee. COBCEM He XOTeNIoCh BUAETh Mepy HM KMBOW, HU MEPTBOM, HU BOCKpe-
LIEHHOM.

Ha camom nienie, HEKpOMaHT IMpPEACTAaBUTh ce0e He MOTr, KOMY MOIVIa IOHaAOOUTLCS CMEPTh
CTOJIb YHBUIOTO, alaTUYHOTO M 3aIllyraHHOTo co3iaHus. Mepa Obuta Oonee 4yeM NpHBJIEKATETbHOM
neBymkoi. VneanbHas ¢urypa, kackan OelOKypbIx Bosoc, dapdoposas koxa. M raza... [maza
Mepbl ObUIM HEBEPOATHBIMM, IyTalolle MpeKpacHbIMU. Bo3MOXXHO, TO ObLIO HacleJUeM CEMbH WJIH
ONBITAMH MaTepU-YapoIeiK, OKa OHAa HOCKIIa B cebe HOBYIO BE/IbMY, HO Y AMepaJtb/bl ObUIH I71a3a
pasHoro nBera. OauH romyooi, Apyroi jJaBaHaoBe. Ha He€ oOparany BHUMaHe MTHOBEHHO, HE
B CUJIaX IPOTUBUTHCS KEHCKOMY OYapOBaHMUIO.

Huk Toxe He octasics B cropoHe. Kak 1 MHOTHe Apyrue, OH CTa IVIeHHMKOM OOMaHYMBO# Kpa-
cotbl Mepsl. Ho mapa KOpOTKHMX pa3roBOpPOB HAaIpoub M30aBWJIa MY)KUYMHY OT cUMIIaTuu. JleByIka
BCET/la YTO-TO HEBHATHO OJiesijTa, CMYIIasiCh MOAHSATH IM1a3a. OHa MOXOQrIa Ha CyMacIe/IIyio, KOTo-
past yIMBUTEIbHBIM 00pa30M CMoIJIa cOekaTh U3 LEIUTEIbHOIO Xpama 1 000CHOBaIach B AKaJJEMUM.
Hukro He 3Hau, uto y Meps! 3a cuia. [la 310 O6bUT0 M HeBakHO. [leByIlke He HyXHa Obula Marus,
4yTOOBI PAJOM C Hell 3axoTesnock ymeperb. OHa HU ¢ KeM He ropopuiia. CTOMIIO MPUKOCHYThCSA K €€
PYyKe, KaK Be/IlbMa HauMHaJIa UCTOIIHO BOIUTh, BOBMYIIEHHAs MIOCATATEIbCTBOM Ha CBOE TeJlo. A yxK
€CJIM OCMEJIEBIINI CTYAEHT pelial ypBaTh C IeKd Mepsl ObICTpBIi NOLETyid, TO UCTEpUYHAs AEBUIIA
1 BOBCE JIMIIIAJIach YyBCTB. A MIOTOM kajoBajachk. KanoBanack. JKanoBasack.

Huk omsare ckpuBmicsa. Kro O6bl Hu youn Mepy, HEKpOMaHT TOYHO y3HaeT ero mms. Moo
JIEBYILKA TIEPBBIM JI€JIOM HA4YHET 10 MPUBBIUKE jKaJIoBaThecsl. Bo3amMoxkHO, mostomy e€ u younu. Ona
MIPOCTO B OYEPEAHOM pa3 KOro-To OOBMHMIIA B HECYIIECTBYIOILEM IPECTYIUICHNH, a YeJIOBeKa yIpsi-
TaJIM Ky/a-To MOJaJiblile, YeM B AKaJEMUYECKYI0 UCIIPABUTEIbHYIO KOMHATY.

Huk 6pocuin B3r1s1 Ha OonTaiomuiics Ha mmiee KyJloH. HakoHen-To masik Hayas OJ1e/1HeTb, 3Ha-
YUT LieJIb COBCEM ONTM3KO. MyKUMHa CKOJIb3HYJI B3MJISIOM I10 YJI04Ke. BosbIoii, co BKYCOM OTesaH-
HBII IOM B OKPYKEHHM KYCTOB ITMOHA. DTO TOYHO OH — JIOM O€3BPEMEHHO MouMBLIed AeBYIIKH. O
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TOM, 4TO0 Mepa o0uia 9TH 1BETHI, 3Haa Bcsl AkageMusi. Kaxaplii npa3qHUK AeByIIKa Moiydasa
OrpOMHbIE OYKETHI, Clensinue Oequ3Hoi OyToHOB. PoauTenu mieapo ocklnany JIoOUMYI0 JOYb apo-
MaTHBIMU TOJAPKAMHU.

HakunyB Ha ce0st WILTIO3UI0 TOYTEHHOTO MYKUMHBI TPEKJIOHHOTO BO3pAcTa, HEKPOMAHT TOCTY-
yaJl B /IBepb. PaciiapkuBaionuiicss B MOKJIOHAX CIIyKalllMil TOTYac MPOBOAWJ €ro K XO3SMHY, HE
3aCTaBJIsAs KAaTh B ABEPSX.

Tlocnonva Buiiiem BCTpeTHIT HEKJAHHOTO TOCTsl B KAMUHHOM 3ajie. HUK ObLT MpUSITHO yAuB-
JI€H 00CTaHOBKOW, IapuBIIeld B KoMHaTe. CTHIIBHO, IOPOro, yioTHO. I[lpusiTHas oTaymHa mocie
noma [lnopust. Heckosbko qUBaHOB, MSTKKE YIOOHBIE KPecia U IEPEBsIHHBIE CTEJUIaKH MOTHbIC KHHUT .
XO035MH cpa3y ke pacronokui K cede HeKkpomaHTa. Yto 1 roBopuTh, HUK TI0OMIT YMTAIOMIKX JIIOfIEH.

Orel1 OKOMHOM Mepbl HETOPOILIMBO MU pPyOMHOBYIO KUAKOCT U3 pe3Horo 6okaia. Mopirachk
OT KpEernocTy HaluTKa, Buiiem fesan mioTok 3a INIOTKOM.

—ITpoxonute, rocionuH Heopa, — X031H 10Ma 1oxkail pyKy HOXuUiIomMy Myx4urHe. [IpoBopHbIii
CIIyra yxe ycries JOJMOXUTb U 00 UMEeHHU TocTs, U O 1ieu Bu3uTa. Hazo ke, Kakasi pacCTOpOITHOCTb.
HagepHsika 6e3 Maruu 311ech He 0OOILIOCh.

— Mory npeajiokuTh BaM MOPTBEWH ?

— IIpocrure, HO BO3EPXKYCH, — CyX0 oTo3Basica Huk, xkaies, 4ro He MoxeT cortacutbes. [on-
HATHE MEPTBBIX OTHUMAJIO MHOTO CHJI. MOTHJIBHBIN XOJI01 IpoOupalt 10 caMbix Koctel. Byap oH He
TaKMM YCTaBIIUM, 00s13aTebHO yroctuiicsi Obl. Ho Huuero. OH BeinbeT nosxke. — K coxanenumo, y
HAC HET BpeMeHH JIs1 IOTHUX Oecel.

Huknac npotsiHyn conpoBoautesbHbie Oymaru ot JJuopust. Oterr Mepbl KuBasi, BUNTHIBASICH B
nocnanve. OH u3penka crpensi maszamu B Huka. Tounee, B rocrioguna Heopaa, He Bepst, 4to niepen
HUM MCTUHHBIN HEKpPOMaHT. CJIMILIKOM YK HEJIENO BBIJISIIEN TOCTb.

Huknac ynbiOHyCs B wumo3opHylo Oopony. IToxoxke, U 3TOT HEKPOMAaHTOB HE KaJoOBaJl.
Bosines, kak u Bce ocranbHble. Y Maru, 1 1eMoHbI, ¥ Jiioau. bonranu, 4To BMecTe ¢ MaroM CMepTy B
JIOM BXOJIUT U €ro KOCTJISIBasl FOCIIOXKa, MPUCMaTpUBasi cebe HOBYIO JKEPTBY.

Bunnem He Mor noiitu npotuB uopus. Ilosatomy, He Haii 1 HY €IMHOIN TPUYMHBI 17151 OTKA3a,
orer] Mepsl cO B3J0XOM KHBHYIL.

— 51 mpoBOXY Bac B yCHINAIBHUILY OYEPU, — CTOPOMBIIKMCH, OH TIOIUIENCS K ABepu. ['ope He
IIaJUT HUKOro. HUK BCOMHWII, KaK HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3a/l CTATHBIM M MOATSAHYTHIN MYKYMHA JIMXO
KpYXWI Ha 6aimy B AkageMuu cBolo cynpyry. C TOro MOMEHTa, Ka3aloch, MPOIUIN JIECSITUIETHS.
[Nepen HUM YHBIIO IapKasl cTapuk. — Mory i s mpucyTcTBoBath? [lpu Bamem. .. oOpsize.

— VBHI, rocionuH Busuiem, — Hukiiac pa3Bén pykamu. — TbMa MOkeT KOCHYThCSI Bac. Mbl ke
HE XOTUM BTOPOI'O IIOKOMHUKA B IoMe?

I'py6o, ma. Ho ceuneremn Huky Obutn HE K yemy. Kak u cniéspl, corum, MOIbOB O BEUHOM
BOcKpernieHuu. Hem3BecTHO, 4yTO cOOOmMUT HeKpoMaHTy Mepa. He cTouT BBSI3BIBaTH YOUTOTO ropeM
MYKYMHY B HOBbIE TIEPEKUBAHUS WU IAPUTh HECOBITOUHbBIC HATIEKIbL.

Hukiac MHOXECTBO pa3 MOAHMUMAJ MOKOMHUKOB Kak BO BpeMs yu€Obl B AKaIeMHH, Tak U 3a
e€¢ creHamu. He Ope3roBasl U CBeXUMHU MEpTBELIAMH, M, TaK CKa3arh, ¢ AymKkoM. OH 3apabaTeiBa
CBOEi cuItoi Ha 6e30e1HyI0 KU3Hb. He Tak yK 3TO U CIIOKHO, €KeU 3Haelllb, YTO U Kak JestaTb. Huk
3HaJI. MHOTHE KeNaiv MPOCTUTHCS C JTIOOMMBIMU U IIEIPO TUIATHIIM 32 3TY BO3MOXKHOCTD. [lecsTh-
MATHAALATh MUHYT — MAKCIMYM, Ha YTO MOIJIM PAaCCUMTHIBATh Oe3yTelIHbIe POACTBEHHHUKH.

KT0-TO XOTEN 0OHATHCA B MOCIEIHUIN pa3 WM MOMPOCUTH TpoineHus. Ho Jaie Bcero nokou-
HUKOB TPEBOXWIM pajav HaxuBbL. Kyna nepenpsitana oonkeHHas ’keHa CyHAYK C MOHETAMH, WX T1e
3aKoMaJl KJIaj CTapbli, 3a0bIThIA BceMu JsmomKa’? YTo 3a CJI0BO HYKHO CKa3aTh BOJIIIEOHON JBEpH,
YTOOBI OTBOPHUJIACH COKPOBUIIHMIIA? MHOTrHE OTKPhIBAIM CBOU CEKPETHI MOTOMKAM, TPOIIasi OO IbI.
Bcerpeuanuch Takke MEpPTBELbI, YTO JIMILb XUXUKAJIU B OTBET, KOTJIa Y HUX BBIMAJIMBAJIU JIEHBIU WU
BakHble Oymaru. [1o ucteueHnn BpeMeH! MMOKOMHUKH, TaK U HEe TMOAJABIINCH HA YTOBOPHI, CIIOKOHHO
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JIOKWJTMCh B CBOY I'pOObI, MaxHYB Ha MpoIlaHye pyukor. HekpomaHT uckpeHHe Hazesiics, uto Mepa
C HAM TaK He TIOCTYIIUT.

Korpa-to ouenp naBHO Mama Huka pacckasbiBasia O TOM, YTO JPyUbl MOTYT OCTaBJISITh B TEJE
BBI3BAHHYIO Ayllly HaBceraa. B 1oHocTH, xuBs B XonMax [pynaos, oHa momMoraja ux BO3BpalllaTh.
Hyxnbie. Heooxonumeie. CeiiiaH BO3MYTHJIACH OBl CAMOYIIPABCTBY, €CJTIM Obl Maru 3JI0yMoTpeOIsm
cBonMu cuitamu. CTapedIvHbl TOBOPUJIM, YTO OOrMHSI caMa JapoBaia JIpyuaaM 3Ty maruio. Bos-
MOYHO, Tak OHO 1 Ob110. Ho Hukiacy ymeHue mMatepu, yBbI, He Iiepeaioch. [la u caM OH efiBa Jiu cTal
Obl MOTOJIOBHO BOCKpeIIaTh MOKOWHUKOB. Marus 3a Bcé TpeOyeT oruiathl. A IJIaTUTh CBOEH CUIION
WJTA KU3HBIO He OOJTBHO-TaKW XOTEJIOCh.

Hux Bén meicieHHylo Oecey ¢ camMuM COOOM, KOTAa TOCMOAWH BuWiijieM OCTaHOBWJI €ro y
HeOOoNBIION MpaMopHOU Oeceku. KaMeHHOe KpYyKeBO YKpaIllaio YCHIMATbHUIYY MOJIOIONW BEIbMBI.
KpacuBo. PoiHbie Becbma nocrapaiuch, ycTpauBasi CBOIO JOUb Ha BEYHBIN COH.

— bnaronapio Bac, rocrionus Busiem. Hanbiie s cam.

Huknac He cran 10XkuaaThCst OTBETHOTO CJIOBA M, BOKJIS B CKJIETI, 3arep 3a COO0U TSKENYIO
aBepb. «lloka 6cé uoém Hennoxo», — IpuoOOIPUIT ceOs1 MyKUMHA 1 OTJISIEINCS.

INocpeny mpocTopHOro 3aj1a Ha BO3BBILICHUH TIOKOWJICSI KaMeHHBIN Tpo0. [lapa mpocrenmx
3aKJIMHAHUK, U TSKENAs MpaMOpHasi KpbIIIKa Me/IJIEHHO onycTuiach Ha nosl. Huk B3noxny:n. HyxHo
CKopee 3akaH4uMBaTh. EIIE pa3 Bo3HeCsS MOJMTBHI BCeM Ooram, 4ToObl, OUHYBIIIHUCH, Mepa He pa3opa-
J1aCh, OH CKJIOHWICS HaJ| TEJIOM JEBYLIKU.

HekpomaHT coBceM ckuc. K coxaneHuio, CKBepHBIII HpaB HUKOMM 00pa3oM He OTpasmJcs
Ha BHEIIHOCTU JEBYIIKU. B rpoly Jiexkana ocienuTenbHast KpacaBuiia. E€ coBepIeHCTBO MOPTHIIH
JIVILITH U3JTUIIHSS OJIeIHOCTB, 1a yooruid Hapsia. Beibm monaragoch XOpPOHUTh B TOHKUX OATHCTOBBIX
copoukax, utoObl CeiiiaH cpa3y ke y3HaBajla XpaHUTEILHUIl Marku.

BzsB xononHylo 1agoHs Mepsl B cBolo pyky, Hukiiac moTsHyscs BceM CBOMM TEMHBIM €cTe-
CTBOM K jymie eBymkd. [Iporcxoanno 4to-to HeoObyHOe. HekpoMaHT OTKanuisics ¥ MOBTOPUIT
cBoii 30B. CHavasia yx Mepsl oTKa3biBaJicsl OTKJIMKaThcs. Hukiiac He Mor oteickaTh ero B Cajax. Ho
BHE3AIHO Jy1l1a, CJIOBHO yKaJIeHHas, C JIEFKUM IIMIIEHUEM 3allpbITHYJIa B TEJO.
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I'maBa 5. I'octbsa

AJca HECKOJIBKO pa3 3aKpblla M OTKpbUIA [JIa3a. BUIMMOCTB MI10Xas, roja0Ba pacKaiblBaeTCs,
BO pTy cyxo. Bariomiku, HeyXTo BUepa Oblia MbsiHKA, a OHa BCE 3a0buta?! A eci HUYero He MIOMHUT,
TO 4TO K€ MOIJIa HATBOPUTh? AJMca ¢ ycusreM ciesiaia HOBbIM BIoX. JIErkue toxe Gonenu. OHa,
4TO 3TO, Kypwia Buepa? HeoxkugaHHoe mpearosoxeHue B30OAPIIIO JIEBYIIKY. AJMca OCTOPOKHO
MOJHSJIAa BEPXHIOK YaCTh Tejla M 3aMepiia. YTo-To KpoBaTh OTBPATUTEIBHO XOJIOAHAA U keEcTKasA. U
CHaJIbHA €€... He e€. baTiolku, He CIuT JIM OHA Ha yiule, Ha jaBke? Ilo3opuie kakoe. Ho BeTpa
He ObLJIO, KaK W 3Be3/IHOro HeOa HaJ| rojioBoi. Pasnasicst B3mox. AJjvca cxaiach B ykace, OCO3HaBasl,
YTO BO3JIE €€ MOCTEIM B TEMHOTE KTO-TO CTOMT.

— Yro 3a uUAMOTCKME IIyTOYKU? — XpaOpo BO3MYTWUJIACH [IEBYIIKa, OOHUMas ceOs 3a
mieun. — Kto 3nech? XBaTuT Tak rpoOMKO AblaTh. MeHs 3TO HepBUPYET.

Huk, npusHatbcsi, HEMHOTO onenw ot cjiora HexkeHku Mepbl. Ho pemm, uro ayia, Haxo-
JSCh B CTpecce, He BEIAeT, YTO TOBOPUT. PellnB OTKa3aThCsl OT BHICOKONIAPHOTO UMEHU AMepasbaa
B M0JIb3Yy MPUBBIYHOTO — Mepa, MyKUrHa OTKAIUISIICA.

— I'ocrioxxa Mepa, — Haua1 HEKPOMaHT, BOBPEMSI BCIIOMHHUB, UTO CEMYAC OH HE CTApPbIi 3HAKO-
MBI U3 AKa/IeMUM, a TIOKUIION ciefoBareb. HUKy oHa efjBa jiu Obl YTO-TO MOBeAIa, CKOpee, YCTpo-
WJIa UCTEPUKY. — Bl MO3BOJIATE OCBETUTD 3TY 3aiTy?

B ymax Asmchl 1rymesno, Kak Ha OJIONIMHOM PhIHKE B BBIXOJHOW JeHb. JIeBYyIKa YCHUIIEHHO
MPUCTYIIMBAJIACH K HU3KOMY T'OJIOCY, HO MOIJIAa PACMIO3HATH JIUIIb OTAENbHBIE CJIOBA. Jla 4TO mpouc-
XOOUT-TO?

— Cser? Xopolllo, CBET HYk€EH, — YTO 3TO OHa HEeceT? Aumca mpokauuisiace. — Bkiounre,
NoKaJlyicra.

Komuary HanosmHmI npuATHbIA nosyMpak. CTpaHHO, OHa He YCJIbIIIaJIa IIeTYKa BBIKTI0YATEN .
[TogHsAB rosnoBy, AnMca U3yMIIEHHO paccMaTpuBaja Mapsllye IMoJ MOTOJIKOM OroHbKH. [leBylika
Harpsiriack. Kyzia ato e€ 3anecio? Moxet, OHa BCE eIié CIUT, UK el KaKUM-TO 00pa30M MOICHITAIH
HApKOTHKH? AJjrca oOIIapuia ria3amMmu 3a1, HO OOJIbllie He 3amMeThia Hudero HeoObsraHoro. [Toka B
yXkace He 3ameplia, pacCMaTpuBasi CBOM. .. rpo0.

—TI'ne? I'ne 310 g nexy? — Anuca pe3Bo BCKOUMJIa Ha HOTH, Pa3IsAbIBasi CBOE KAMEHHOE JIOKE.
Yro-To 10 60M 3HAKOMasi KapTHHa. .. [laHHOUuKa 1 Bakyna*, moxkanyii. Aimca nocrapaiach CiepKarh
UCTEpUYHBIN cMeX. JleByIlKa Bc€ ke HaJeslach, 4TO He MPeBpaTUIach BO B30ECHUBIIYIOCS BEIbMY.

— Bbl momHuuTte, kak ymepnu? — HUK pelns He UCHBITHIBATh CyabOy, Tpars OrpaHUuYeHHOe
BpeMsi, U Cpasy ke OUTh B LIeJb.

— Kak s uyt0? Tak, mucrep, yro npoucxonur? Yto s nenaio B rpody, U rMoyeMy Ha MHe 3Ta
AypHO TaxHyIIas TpsAMKa? — Kpykach Ha MecTe, Asmca Bc€ Oolbile yoek1anach, YT0 HaXOIUTCS B
pacckase ['oronst*. TosbKo B TaHHOM ciydae oHa Be€ elng Obuia skuBoit. [la ske? MokeT, 310 Iy parkuii
po3birpeiii? CIMILKOM YK BCE JUKO. ..

— [Tomoru MHe BbUIE3TH ! — CKOMaHAOBaJA IEBYIIKA, HE TOBOPAYMBAsCh K HE3HAKOMITY. MOXHO
ObLIO OBl U CaMOU TOTePOMCTBOBATH, HO IAHC CBAJMTHCS KYJIEM, Becessl MyOIMKY, ObLT CITUIITKOM
BEJIK.

— Dro JmiHee, — oto3Basicss Hukiac, xmyps 6poBu. Ha Gecrione3Hble TeloBUKEHUSI BpEMEHU
He OBLIO.

— V¥ 1ebs 51 3a0bUTa CIIPOCHTD, JIMIITHEE 3TO WM HET, — pa3Apak€HHO OrpbI3HYJach Anuca. —
ITomoskern ?

— Her, — HEeKpOMaHT CKpecTUJ1 pyKH Ha Ipyid, 0:KUAAs TPOoaokeHusl. Mepa B )KU3HU HE CTAHET
npbiratb BHU3. CIMIIKOM BBICOKO 1711 He€. K ToMy ke BOCHHMTaHue MPOCTO HE MO3BOJIUT BEIbME
pacxaxuBarh repel My>KUuHOU B IonoOHou onesxie. [TycTeie ciiosa.
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— Hy u 4épr ¢ T060ii. .. CBHHBS, — nporminea cede Mo HOC AEBYIIKA. 3aMOTaB pacITyIlieHHbIE
BOJIOCHI B y3€JI Ha MaKyIlIKe, AJ1ca Mprcesia Ha OCTPbIi Kpaii rpo0a v CIIpbIrHyJ1a Ha XOJIOTHbIN MOJ. —
Oii... BonmpHO-TO Kak, — B3BbUIA HecuacTHast. Cujist Ha MoJTy, OHa JIIDOOBHO OaloKasia CBOW MU3HHEII,
KOTOPbIM yJIapHJIach BO BPEMSsI OCBOOOKICHHUS.

— I'ocnioxxa Mepa... — Hayas tepars Teprnienue Hukiac. Ero crano HepBupoBarh CTpaHHOE,
HETUIUYHOE TOBeeHue JIeByIIKU. OObIYHO JYIIH SIBJISUIMCH, HU KaIuTl He M3MEHUBIIHCH. [Iponcxo-
asiee COMBAJIO C TOJIKY.

— locrioxka. .. kak? — Asica yIuBJIEHHO TTOBEPHYJIACh K HA30WIMBOMY OONTYHY. B ymax Bcé
eI Kyskkan pod muén, Meras capimumoct. OH, BooOIne, ¢ Heli TOBOPUT?

— Bo3moskHO, Bam TpedyeTcsi 4yTh OOJbIlie BpeMEHH, YTOOBI CBHIKHYThCSI C OUeBUIHBIM, — HUK
MOJIONIEN ONMIKe, MPOTArMBasi BeibMe pyKy. — Ho 51 He Mory kath cumkoM aoiro. [loqHumanTech.

AJrca mpHUCcTaIbHO CMOTpeia Ha HABUCHIYIO Hall Hell (purypy, HO HUYEro He MoIJia pa3o0parh.
A Bejip IeByIlIKa HUKOITIA HE ’KaJloBaJlach Ha 3pEHUE.

BHeszanHblil BU3r TOPMO30B U pe3KMil I'YJOK KJIAKCOHA 3aCTaBUIIM €€ yracTh Ha KojieHu. CxkaB-
IIMCh B KOMOYEK, Anmca 3akpbuia ymu pykamu. OT ODTyIIMTEeNbHOTO 3ByKa pa3dosiesnach rojioBa.
EmeE MraoBeHue, ¥ oHa JIOITHET, Kak rnepe3peBiiasi AbiHsA. CJIOBHO CHIsl B KMHO, AEBYIIIKA HaOmoaasa
MOMEHT. .. aBapHU.

Bort ona nmo0yercsi HOBeHbKOM MalMHON. BOT BoguTeNb He CIIpaBisieTcsl ¢ yIpaBiIeHUeM Ha
MOKpO# fopore. BoT oHa JieXkUT U3JTIOMaHHOM KYKJIOM Ha OCTaHOBKE, 3ajuBasi OETOH COOCTBEHHOM
KPOBBIO. AJIHCa yBUZIEIA CBOU IIMPOKO PACKPBITHIE TJIa3a, Oe3KM3HEHHO CMOTPSIIIME B HEOO.

— 41 ymepna... — HEOXKHUIAHHO 3aKOHYMJICS BO31yX, U AJnca 3apoxana. XOpollo, 4YTO OHa
Jexana, uHaYe HOTY OTKa3aJIuCh Obl CITyXuTh. Kak Takoe BO3MOXHO?

— K coxanenuio, 310 Tak, — HEOXKHUIAHHO [T camoro ceOst Huk ckasan 3to uckpense. Yro-to
C JIEBYIIIKOM ObUIO HE Tak. MyX4HHY TSHYJO K Hell. HeKpOMaHT mprcest psioM | JIErKO TOTIaIniI eé
10 IIIEJIKOBUCTBIM BOJIOCAM. XOTesloch 0OHATh Mepy, ycrnokouTts. Uto 3a quBo? Huk onépHyin pyky,
Oy/ATO OOKETTIUCE.

— W naBHO £... noumna? — HEPBHO XMXUKHYJIa AJjca, He Bepsl B Ipoucxopsiiee. Bapyr ato
BCE-TaKU COH?

— D1uM yTpoM, — Huka HaunHan 6ecuTb COOCTBEHHBIN 3ayHBIBHBII TOJIOC.

— Yro k... — JeByIIKa Ollynaja CBOE JMIO0. YMepia, oHa ymepia... ['ocroau, Kak ke Tak?
OHa CIMIITKOM MOJIOZIA, YTOOBI yMepeTh. DTO MPOCTO HeCIIpaBeTMBO! Arca HECKOJTBKO pa3 ITyOoKo
B3JI0XHYJIa, BO3Bpailas cede sicHocTh Mbiciield. Micreputs oHa He ctaHeT. Ecim Tosbko. .. — Hageroch,
YEepBHU elIE He YCIeI MHOM 3aKyCUTh?

— Ilpocture?

— 3a yro? Bel OblH 32 pyniEM? — AJTica IarHyyia K MyXX4uHe, BCE eIlié CKPHITOMY B TCHH.

— 41 Bac He MOHMMAI0, — HEKPOMAHT OTCTYIMJI Ha IIar ¥ TPOMKO KallUIsiHYJ, BO3Bpatnas cede
rosioc. Ero cnoBHo 3ayapoBaiy. OH HUKaK HE MOT OTBECTH OT JeBYIIKM B3msga. Ho mouemy? Bee
HEXHBIE YyBCTBA K Mepe JTaBHBIM-JaBHO ero nokuHyam. HyxHo coOpatbes. Huknac emié pa3 kari-
nsHya. — [ocnioxka Mepa, 51 HOIHST Bac M3 MEPTBBIX He Oe3 MpUYMHBL. Bamm pomHbie XOTAT 3HATh,
KaK MMEHHO Bbl 3aKOHYMJIN CBOIO KU3HB?

— Mens cOwna mammHa. Kpytast Tauka. .. — Ayrca mpuTONHY/Ia HOrol. — A TioueMy 5 CTo?
EnBa 1m y MeHs1 ocrasach LIeJION XOTh OfIHA KOCTh! — YMBIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA JIEBYIIIKA, BCTIOMHUB
00 aBapuu. OHa Havasia CyAOpOXKHO OIIYIBIBATh CBOE Teno. PEOpa, pyku, ruteun. Beé B mopsiake. Kak
Tak-1o? JleByIKa nojpHsa 10 O€nep miarbe, YToO0bl MPOBEPUTH COCTOsTHUE HOT. HY chHSIKa.

—Tocnoxa Mepa! — Huknac ene ciepxarcsi, 4ToObl He 0TBepHYyThCs. Ho, ipaBo, cMeriHo 3a60-
TUTBCSI O YECTHU YCOIIIIIEH.

— 41 Amuca, BOOOIE-TO... — JAEBYyIIKa OAEPHYJIA TUIAThe, C pa3apakeHreM YCTaBUBIINMCh Ha
6e3mukuii rooc. — Kto takas Mepa?
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I'1aBa 6. Ommoka

Huxknac orcrynui Ha 1ar, He Bepsl cBouM ymam. Uto 3a epeck HECET 3Ta cymacuienmasn? Myx-
YMHA IaBHO YK€ HUYEeMY He YAMBIISIICS, HO CErOfiHsI ero OpOBH caMu ¢ OO0 B3JIeTENIN BBEPX.

— Kak BbI ckazaym? — npoxpunesn HekpomaHT. OH He MOT IPUTAHYTb HE Ty Oylly. Teso npu-
HMMAJIO JTyX, aDCOIIOTHO CO3BYYHBII caMoMy ceOe. 3HauuT, mpodseMa 3aceiia B TOJIOBe JEBYIIKH.

— O, nydiie ckaxuTe, KaK CKasaJu Bbl?! — AJOBUTO BhINaNnIa AJnca, TECHS MYXKYHHY K
creHe. — Kto BbI Takon? Kakoro uépra nenaere B MoéM ckJene? 1 nouemy s B ckJiene, a He B 3emuie?
[Mouemy s xuBa, u KTo Takast Mepa? CoBeryio oTBe4aTh OBICTPO U BHATHO. VHa4ye Mosl MCTepuKa
U OpaHb pa30yaMT BCEX MEPTBEIOB Ha 9TOM MOrocte! — MocieJHue CJIoBa JEBYIIKA MPAKTHYECKU
IIPOKpHYaJa.

Hux crnornyn cmony. to onpenenéHno He Mepa. Kazanock, gaxe BHEIHOCTb IEBYILIKH CTajla
apyroiu. JIoBko 3Ta HE3HAKOMKA, OIHAKO, HA HETO Hacea.

[MonsB, 4TO CKpBIBaTh €My Heuero, Hukac cHsiI ¢ ceOst CKphIBAIOIINe Yaphl U HEJIOBKO YJIBIO-
HYJICA.

— Mens 30ByT Huknac. I Hekpomasr.

BarisiHyB Ha BHE3aITHO M3MEHUBILETOCsI MY)KUMHY, AJliica BMUT pacTepsiia Bech 00eBOH 3araJl.
Ha He€ cMoTpesn He TOJICTOBaThIi JAEOK C yCaMH MOpiKa, a COBEPIIEHHO W HEBBIHOCHMO O4YapoBa-
TEJIbHBI MYKUMHA. BBICOKMM, XyIOUIaBbIM, ¢ AIMHHOM 4€pHOM Kocou. Cepbesno? C kocou? Ero
cepble ¢ cepeOpsHBIM OTIIMBOM IJ1a3a JIyKaBO pasmisiblBaiy cMymEHHyo Amucy. Kpacapumk emg
pa3 y/IbIOHYJICS, IPUBJIEKast BHUIMAaHUE K CBOMM CEKCYaIbHBIM T'yoaMm. JleByIika paccMarpyBasia My K-
YMHY BHUMaTeIbHENIIMM 00pa3oM, He yIycKkas HU eanHoil netanu. He, Hy TouHo ymepna... Hy He
XOIMT IO 3€MJIE TAKOE BEJIMKOJIEIIHE.

— Hpasurca? — yemexnynca Huknac, Buzs, kakoe BHUMaHKE y AEBYIIKHY BbI3BaJla €r0 IIEPCOHA.

— Becbma, — Anuca 1 He fymana otnupatbes. a u 3auem? MykunHa U BIPsAMb ObUT IIMKapEH.
Mo3r Tak BoOOIIIE YCITYKJIMBO MPEIOKUI el HECKOJIBKO MMMKAHTHBIX CILIEH, B KOTOPHIX AJtiica caMo-
3a0BEHHO HACJIaXKaJ1ach €r0 OOHAKEHHBIM TEJIOM.

— Ilpuartno, — Huknac paccmesica. — [lpomnutasg xo3siika Ballero Teja HE OLEHWJIA MOETO
COBEPILEHCTBA.

— Bunumo, Kak ¥ CKpOMHOCTH, — yCMEXHyJ1ach AJlnca, IpoJoikas pa3aeBarh la3aMH CTPaH-
HOTo MyX4KHY. PyOarika u OproKu JaBHO yxe ObUTH «OTOPOIIIEHbI» B CTOPOHY, U JIEBYIIIKA TOTOBU-
Jlach copBaTh ¢ OEnep NOCIeJHUN KIOUOK TKAHH.

— Bo3moxHO, — Huk, NpHUCIOHMBLINCE K CTEHE, PAa3MIAdbIBAl 3HAKOMOE TEJO HE3HAKOMKH.
Ecnu oHa mpoioimkUT Tak Ha HEro CMOTPETh, TO IO MpUE3Ay JOMOI eMy HoTpelyeTcs He TEras
TIOCTEJb, a JeAsaHou ayul. Kanb npomarsca. Huk pazapaxéHHo kauny: ronosou. OH 3Hai1, 4to Mepa
He HaBcerza Boccrana. He cront o6maHbIBaTh ceosl.

— OOBSICHUIIIB, YTO 3/1€Ch TPOUCXOIUT? — YCTAJIO TIOMHTEpecoBajlack Ajmca, 00Be/isi KOMHATY
pykoii. CekcyasbHbIi 3anai uccsk. CrabocTs rnocie cMepTH Jaja o cede 3HaTh. OYeHb XOTeJI0Ch IpH-
CeCTh, BOBMOXXHO, JJa’ke MOIJIaKaTh O CBOeH Oe3BpeMeHHON KoHUMHE. TobKo He B rpo0y, KOHEUHO. . .

CoBHO MPOYMTAB MBICTH JEBYIIKM, HUK 4To-TO mpoOypuan cede nog Hoc. [Ipsmo nocpeau
ITyCTOM KOMHATbI NOSIBWJIMCH JIBA YIOTHBIX MATKHUX Kpecia.

— Bomme6nuk, uto m? — Asica OKpyIivia 171a3a, Tporas najiblieM OapxaTHylo OOMBKY. — Thl
u3 ['pudppunnopa* nmm Cnnzepuna®? — 1eByniKa OCTOPOXHO OIyCTHIIACH HA YTUBUTEIBHYIO MeOEJIb.

— 4 He 3Ha10, 4TO 3T0... — HUK MOXaJs riedyaMy M yMOCTWIICS Ha cocefHee Kpecio. — Tak
Ha3bIBAETCSA Balll Topox?
—Mp»... — neBymika nomxkana ryoel. MuTepecHo, kyaa 3to e€ uépt 3anéc? Hy HeT Takoro yesno-

BeKa, KOTopblid Obl He cibiall o [lorrepe®. Moxer, OH U3 cena Kakoro-to gajiékoro... Hy a Teno
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TaKOe HakKavaJl, pa3rpedas JIonaroy ro.... HaBo3. Bcé moxer ObITh. — Hauném c npocroro. [Moyemy
s1 JIBILITY ¥ TOBOPIO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI PE3BUTHCS B paliCKUX Kyiax ? O0eman, HUKaK1X UCTEPUK.

— Xoturte ecTb? — UTHOPUPYS BOIIPOC BE/IbMBI, NTOMHTepecoBasicss Hukac.

— CmeprenpHo! — yemexHynach Anuca. — [Ipoctute 3a mogodpaHHbIE CIOBa.

Huk ynbiOHYsICA ¥ onsATh UTO-TO Tpornentait. [lepen neByIkoi HapucoBascsi HEOOJBIION CTO-
k. Ha HéM, OpIMSACH 1 rcToYast O0KECTBEHHBIA apoMar CIelni, cTosia O0JbIas Tapeika ¢ MsC-
HBIM coycoM. Yepe3 MraoBeHue oOe ObLT JOTMOMHEH OONBIIUM JIOMTEM ropsyero xjeda, CBeKUM
MAacJIOM M KPYKKOM JIEASTHOTO CUJIpa.

— Boxeuku! — Anuca BOCTOpkEHHO IMOCMOTpESIa Ha MYKYMHY, IOTUpast pyku. MyKuuHa, pu-
HOCSILIMI efly psAMO B... ckJjer. [leBymika ycmexHyaace. Haxonka! — Tsl 31O cam nmpurotoBui?

— VBbI, — Huk noxan redamu. — Beero nuimb nepemMectit u3 Onvkaiiieil TaBepHBI.

—To ectb ykpan? — Anca XUTpo IOCMOTpeJIa Ha JOOBITUMKA, Oepsi B pyKHU IpyOyIo IepeBSIHHYIO
JIOKKY.

— Ot 3TOroO €a He CTAHOBUTCS MEeHee BKYCHOW. DTo npasna. [IpoepeHo He enuHOXx b, — HUK
MpUTTIALIAIONIE MAaXHYJ PYKOW, Mpesiaras pUCTYIUTh K efie.

— BopoBcTBO 51, pazymeercsi, He MOOIIPSII0, HO ceiluac s Ha BCE coryiacHa, — AJrca BIOXHYJIa
M3YMUTENBHBINA apoMarT MpUATHBIX oBolIel. — K ToMy e st MepTBa 1 Oosbiiie He 00peMeHeHa MyKaMH
COBECTH.

Hux momkan ryosi.

— Bul embre... 9 Bam moka Bc€ 00BsICHIO... — HUKJIac TOHSJI, YTO UMEHHO B JIEBYIIIKE BCE
BpeMms ero cmymiaio. [maza! V atoit Bepcun Mepbl 0OHU ObLUTH M3YMPYIHO-3eNIEHBIMU. Kak OH cpasy He
3ameTwi1? Y BO3BMOXKHO Ji BOOOIIe n3MeHeHue 11BeTa ria3? [Ipex e Takoro oH He Bcrpeyasl. Moxer,
aeno ObLI0 B €€ Tporion xku3Hu? — CKaxuTe TONbKO, U3 KAKOTO BbI MUpa?

— Mupa? — Anrca Tak ¥ 3aCTbljIa € JIOKKOH Y pTa.

— Hy kak Ha3pIBaeTcs1 MecTo, rae Bbl kuau? He ropon, He cTpaHa... A B IEJIOM. — HEKPOMaHT
HaxMypwics. Jlyia sIBHO U3 IPUMUTUBHOTO MUPa, B KOTOPOM HET Marui.

— Hy, s xuBy Ha ruianete 3emJisi, — HEYBEpEHHO MPOMbIUAa JeBymiKa. JIIoOOMbITHO, YTO 3a
Yy/IaKOBAaThIM KPacaBUMK MOCEWICS Ha €€ Morwie. MoxeTr, OHa B YUCTUJIMIIE, Ha IyTH K paio? Bcé
cXoawIoch. VI My’>KMK CUMITATUYHBIN, U €/1a OTMEHHAas1. AJiuca rJIoTHY/1a cuap. TouHO, paiickoe Haca-
KJEHUE.

— Bsl ¢ Kparoca, — ynoBieTBOpéHHO KMBHYJ Hukiac, npepbiBast pa3MblUIEHUS AEBYIIKHU. —
Teneps emibTe U ciyniaiTe. Bama ayia ciyvaiiHo nomnasna B tejio Amepaibabl Hua. Beapmel, koTopast
CTPaHHBIM 0Opa30M CKOHYAJIAch 3THM yTpoMm. S HekpomaHT. KonayH, KOTOpBI MOXET MOJAHUMATh
MEPTBBIX U3 MOTWJI. BpeMeHHO BepHYTb /ylily B TEJIO, — MY)KYMHA [IOCMOTPEJT Ha JIEBYIIIKY, HAJIEACh,
YTO CMBICJI CJIOB JIOMJET /10 He€. He xoTenoch MoBTOPATH 3TU TOpbKKE CJI0Ba OMsATh. OT MBICIH, YTO
MPUAETCS OTITYCTUTD 3TY Ayiny, HUKy xotenock 3aBbITh. CTpaHHBIE, HEOHSATHBIE SMOIMHY OyIIIeBaIH
y HEro BHYTPH, MIOKA OH OTCTPAHEHHO pa3IJisi/ibIBa]l MPaMOPHBIH 1OJI.

— BpemenHo. .. [ nonsiia, — Anmca otBena B3MIsA OT KoygyHa. OHa BHe3anmHo nodsieHena u
OTJIOKUJIA JIOKKY B CTOPOHY. — 51 CKOpO OnsITh ymMpy?

Hux cxan yemoctu. IpokisaTse!

— VYcuére. .. Boi ipocto ycHETe HaBceraa. Jlymaiite 06 3TOM Tak, — My)KYMHA HEPBHO OTOPOCHIT
3a cruHy Kocy. Ceiluac Kak HUKOIJa OH COXaJlel, YTO HE YHAC/IEA0Ball Japa MaTepyu — YAepKUBaTh
JyIIy B TeJe.

— D710 OyeT 60JIBHO? — rOJIOC JEBYIIKH MTPO3BYYAJI CIMIIKOM CHILIO, M OHA OTKAIILISIIAC.

— Her.

— JIn1st gero Tornma Thl BOCKpecuI MeHs1? — AJrca yHBUIO KOBBIpsiIa Kycok xJieba. JKuth xoTe-
JIOCh TTPOCTO HEBBIHOCKMO. JIeBYIIIKa BCIOMHMJIA BCE CBOM OECTONIe3HO MOTpaYeHHbIe JHU, KOTJa OHa
XaHJIpUJIa U3-3a BCSIKMX MEJIOUel M He PaIoBajiach KakIoMy Jydy COMHIIA. BepHyTb Obl CBOIO )KU3HD
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oopatHo. OHa Bc€ Obl m3MeHwma. [Ipexe Bcero, ynuia Obl ¢ OTBpaTUTEIBHON PA0OTHI U OT HEJTIOOU-
MOTO MYKYHHBI.

— 41 Bockpeman Mepy, HO oYeMy-TO OTKJIMKHY/IAch Bala ayma, — Hukilac ¢ couyBcTBUEM
CMOTpeJ Ha PacCTPOEHHYIO NEeBYIIKY. — JIOMKHO OBbITh, BBl YMEpIM OJHOBpeMeHHO. [lyma Mepsi
ycrena MoKMHYTh 3aTop, Ballla ke IpUTSHyJachk K e€ Teay. Bel Ha 3arope, Anmca. [IpaBuibHO ke,
Ammca?

JleBy1Ika KMBHYJA, He caepkaB yiablOKH. OH Tak HeoObIuHO TpousHocuil ee nMsi. He Anlca,
KaK NPUBBIKJIM Ha 3emJie, a AsucA. [epByto OykBy ObUIO TPAKTHUECKH HE CIBIIIHO. .. Tonmbko Jluca.

— Bsl B 1pyrom mupe, — npogoskain Huk. — S mano uro 3Hato o Kparoce, HO, o-mMoemy, y
Bac HeT maruu. Jla?

JleByIiIka MOKOPHO KMBaja, 00AyMbIBas yCIlblanHoe. IHTepecHO, BAPYT STOT MyKUMHA — [0
e€ BooOpaxeHus. Kak u ckJer, rpod, ena... MoxeT, OHa B KOMe JIeXKUT WU Ha OTlepaliii, a HapKo3
el Takre Npuxozpl BbiaeT? XM. .. 3By4UT pa3yMHee, 4YeM TO, UTO OHa NoNaJia B IPYTyI0 BCEIEHHYIO.

— [Nouemy s moHMMAaIO TBOW SI3BIK? — KCTaTH, Aa. AJica BCKMHY/Ia OpoBb. — CKakellb, U3-3a
3TOro TeNa?

— Her. He ckaxy, — Huknac xmbikHy/ 1. HemoBepunBast Iyiia BRIMCKUBAeT Opelilb B €ro UCTo-
pun. — Kaxziplil, KTO momnagaer B 3aTop U3 JI0OOOro BO3MOKHOTO MUPA, B TOM YHCIIE U AEMOHHYE-
CKOro, HAUMHAET MOHUMATh ¥ TOBOPUTH Ha OOIIEM SI3bIKE.

— OOmem s3bIke?

— Ha. Panpire 3atop ObLT NIepeBaOUYHBIM MUPOM Y KYMIIOB U MUpatoB. HyxHO ObUIO MOHU-
Marthb SI3bIK, YTOOBI TeOs He 00ayprin. K HaM 3as1eTasy MomoIHUTh 3aackl ebl, MPUKYUTh Marye-
CKUX apTeakTOB WM 3a HEBECTaMU. 3aTOp CJIaBUTCS1 CBOMMMU KpacaBuliamu, — Hukmac yBuzesn, kak
AEBYIIKA pa3apa)EHHO Nomkaa ryosl. — B3sre xots 661 Mepy. Uyno kak xoporma!

— ¥V 1e0s ecTh IpeAnooKeHre, MoueMy s nepeHeciach IMEHHO B Tesio Mepbl? — Arce Halo-
€JI0 CIIyLIaTh PO HEBBIHOCUMBIX Kpacasull. Toxxe MHe. Ha 3emuie He xyxe.

— Ecrb.

Huxk Bcras ¢ kpecna u ogommén k Asvce. B3sB e€ Iuiio B CBOM JTaJlOHH, OH MPUOTU3KI ceOs
MPaKTHYECKH BIUIOTHYIO. [leByIllka 3amepiia, 3a0bIB O ApixaHuu. OHa 001m3ana BHE3AMHO Mepecox-
e ryobl 1 6pocuiia ObICTpbIi B3MIAA Ha poT Huka. Ceituac Oynet mouenyii? UTo OHa Takoro cka-
3aj1a, YTO MOTUBUPOBAJIO MYKUMHY Ha JecTBre? A MOXET, CTOUT B3SITh BCE B CBOU PyKH?

— Anmca, — XpUIUIO M03BaJl HEKPOMAHT JEBYILKY, IUIEHss e€ B3I — CMOTpUTE MHE B I71a3a.
He otpsiBasce. f npounTato 3akarHaHue. Bol cMoxeTe BuieT MouMu 1azamu. [lonsm?

Aunuca kuBHyna. Huk 3ameBenun ry0aMu, MpoKUrasi B3rIsIOM JEBYIIKY HACKBO3b.

Mawmouku. JIo6 Anuchl MOKpeUICS UcTapuHOW. Teso, perms, 4TO MEJIKOW JIPOXKU HEeI0CTa-
TOYHO, BKJTIOUMJIO PEXUM «eHTpudyra». ['yObl HbUTH, yOexkaas, 4yTo eiBa 3aMeTHOro kacanust Huk
nasxe He 3ameTuT. OUH MaJleHbK Ui 1oLienyil. BHU3y ’k1BOTa CBOpauMBasICsl OTHEHHBIN BUXPb. AJnca
yarie 3ajpimana. CJIOBHO TOJBKO BBIHBIPHYJIA M3 TIIyOUH MOpPSI M HUKAK HE MOTJIa HACHITUTHCS BO3-
ayxoM. Moxert, y 3TOro TeJsia IaBHEHBKO He ObLIO ropsiuero, HencToBoro cekca? Vinm Beé aeno B 3Tom
MIPUTATATEILHOM KOJIIyHe?

TEémHas BCObIIKA HA CEKYH/Iy OC/enuia AJIUCY, JIMIIas 3peHus1 1 KPaMOJIbHBIX MbIcyiel. OHa
3aKMYPUJIACh.

— ITocmotpute Ha MeHs1, — poutenTan Huknac, oBeBasi e€ ryObl TOpSYUM JIBIXaHUEM.

AJrca HEOXOTHO MPHOTKPBUIA IJ1a3a M YCTABUIIACK. .. HA caMy cebs1. BieaHoBata. Bonock Heué-
canble. .. HeckobKo poIMHOK, KOTOPBIX Mpesk/ie He ObLI0, yKparaiy meEKy u 100. Hazxeocs, He yepBu
MPOTPBI3IH. .. MOXET, 00 3TOM HYXKHO CKa3arh?

— 4 BuKy cebs1, — Arca BCKpUKHYJIA, YBUJIEB, KaK 3allleBeIMINCh €€ TyObl. JKyTKo-To Kak. —
[IpaBna, y MeHs1 NOSABUIMCH TPU HOBBIE poauHKU. Hazeroch, He crapaHusIMM MECTHOU (payHBI. . .

— 4 tak u mymaut, — Huk otmyctit Anucy u B3oxHyi. Be€ crano Ha cBou mecta. — OObsicHI0. B
Ka’K/IOM MUpE BCEJIEHHOH, Y KaK10T0 U3 HaC €CTh ABOMHUK. [IpakTnyecku TouHask KONMs HAC CaMUX.
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Hyimm MoryTt nepemeniatbcsi Mexay Teaamud. Ho 1171 3Toro HyXHO UCIOJIb30BaTh OYEHb CHIIBHYIO
Marvio. TEMHYI0 Maruio.

— 3HauuT, KTO-TO 3aKOJI0BaJI HAC ¢ Mepoi? — o3ajaueHHasi IeBYIIIKA JIaxe TpereTarhb rnepey
HEKPOMaHTOM 3a0bLa.

— boroce, 310 cnenana cama Mepa, — Huk 3agymancsa. — Y Hac o4eHb MaJIO BpeMEHH, AJlnca.
[Tpocrtu. 51 He MOry HMYEro U3MEHUTH U IOMOYb BaM MPOKUTH ITY KU3Hb. Y MEHs [TPOCTO HET TaKOW
CUJIbI, — OH HEPBHO 3a4ecall MpPsIIKy BOJIOC, BHIOUBIIYIOCS U3 KOCBL. — CKOpPO MPHUIET BpeMsl YXOAUTb.

— 51 Bepio Tebe, Hukunac. .. — Asnmca ynslOHy/Iach, @ HEBKPOMAHT B3/IPOTHYIL.

JleBy1ika BriepBble Ha3BaJsla €ro 1o uMeHu. Ha 3Tu npuBbIYHBIE 3BYKH C YOUBUTEJIBHOMN TeTl-
JIOTOU OTO3BaJIach €ro gymia. MyKuuHa OUIyTHJI BCIUIECK HEOKMIAHHOTO cyacThs U pagoctu. Huk
HEe3aMeTHO ocMoTpencs. MoxeT, octatouHast marust Mepsl manut? OH BbeIJIMBO BCMATpUBAJICS B
OKpykarollee ero rnpocrpadcrso. Huuero.

— TeOe He 3a UTO U3BUHATKLCS, B caMoM Jiesie. Hao6opot. Tel ogapu MHe HEMHOTO JIUIITHUX
YacoB XKU3HU. YTOCTHII TAKAM BKYCHBIM pary U pacckasajl 0 cBOéM BoiieOHOM mupe. He kaxkiomy
Tak Be3€T. [loaroMy ckaxu, 4em st MoT'y MOMOYb ? — IOHSIB, YTO CMEPTh HE 3a ropamu, AJirca perusia
yiATH B MUp UHOU Oe3 rpycTu. JleByiika Buaena, Kak Tsokesno Huky paéres ux npornanve. Bugumo,
KOJIYH XOpOIIo 3Hajl Mepy U He XOTesl BHOBb OTITYCKaTh e€. AJiuca pelinsia, YTo MOKUHET 3aTop
CBITOM ¥ MbstHOU. CJiesiaB OOJIBIIION TJIOTOK CHJIPa, OHA 3aKyCHJIa ero oYepeTHOM JIOKKOU pary. Kper-
KM HanmuToK. Ha 3emuie mouTH mammnaHckoe, 37ech ke He YCTYIUT XOpOoIeMy BUCKH. — A T0OaBKy
MOKHO?

— MoxHo, — riryxo mpodopmoTtan Huk u MaxHynn pyKoil.

Bosne peByiiku nosiBuiach emeé ofHa MojiHasl Tapeyika. AJiica pagocTHO notépna pyku. O
KaJIOpUsIX MOXHO He qymarh. OTJIOMHB XJIEOHYIO KOPKY, OHA C HACIAXAECHHEM YTONWJIA TOPSIYIO
cno0y B TATy4eM MSICHOM COyce.

Huxk nponomxun taiikom ornsapiBarecs. He nmpomyctui m oH 4ero. [lycroroii B rpyau cBep-
OwI1a MBICITb, YTO OH HE JIOJIKEH OTITyCKaTh JeBYHIKY. UTo e€ Mecto B 3aTtope BO3Jie HEro caMmoro.

['ne-To Ha MOACO3HAHUM MEJIBTELIMIIM BOCIIOMUHAHUS elIE ¢ nepBoro Kypca Akagemuu. [lpen-
MeT HazbiBaJicsi AHapa/ib. CTapblil yuuTe/lb paccKa3blBajl TaK MHOTO O Aymiax... M Tsre Takow...
HeBBIHOCUMOW. Eciii BOOOpa3uTh camMoe HeBO3MOKHOE, U yia ¢ Kparoca Opuia ero MCTUHHOM NMapoi,
TO HEKPOMaHT CMOT ObI 00 TOM y3HATh, JIUIIIb HATIOWB JEBYIIIKY CBOEW KpOBbIo U ciioi. Eciim Anuca
Maruio ¥ 4eprHyja, To KpoBu cBoeil Huk eii TouHo He maBasl. Uto-To ObUIO emig... IX, xKalb, Toj
PYKOH HET KOHCIIEKTOB. YTO-TO KPYKHJIOCh BOKPYT APEBHUX OOroB, HO, Kak HWK HU Hampsrasncs,
HHUYEro He BcrnoMuHanochk. HeynusurensHo. OH Beerza cuuTa, 4To AHapesb — CaMblid OECTIONe3HbIH
U3 Bcex MmpeaMeToB. laxe MpUKiIaaHas Marks U To Obula Hy)KHed. XOTh IITaHbl ce0e MOKHO ObLIO
LITONATh MOCJE JpaK ¢ ApIEHOM.

— Ilpeacrapisenp, Kak HEJOyMEBAET KyXapKa B TaBepHe? — 3BOHKUII T0JIOC JIEBYILIKU BhIpBaJl
Huxka u3 pazpymuii. — Tonbko HarmosHWIA TAPESIKU U... pa3, BCE UCTIAPUIIOCH, — MPOAOJIKAIA YIbl-
OaTbcst AJrica, COCPEIOTOYEHHO PadoTast JIOKKOM.

Huknac emé pa3 nopasuics, Kak k€ HEBEPOSITHO OTJIMYAJIUCh IEBYIIIKU APYT OT Apyra. Mepa
Aéprajiacb M1 HEPBHMYAJA B IPUCYTCTBUM KOJIIyHA, MOJIYaJla U Msllach, a AJIMCa Kak HU B YEM He
OBIBAJIO YIUIETAET yKe BTOPYIO MOPIIHMIO pary U OpOBbBIO HE BEJIET.

— B 3arope nponagaloT BeAbMBI, — PELIMII NIEPEUTH K LIEJIM 3TOW HOYM HeKpoMaHT. Henb3s
ObUTIO OoJbllie TAHYTh. — MBI HEe HaxoauM uX Tesl. [lake pogoBas Marust He omoraet. JKeHIIHBI
npocto ucuesaot. Ho Amepanga ymepna. He sicho mouemy. [pomry Te6s1, cocpenotouncs. [Tocra-
paiicsi BEpHYThCSI B MBICJIM CBOETO JBOMHHUKA, 9TO Tl CMOKeEIIb. .. OTHILM TOTO, KTO YOI e€. Y3Haii,
Kak. [TamsaTe Mepsbl — Hallla €JMHCTBEHHAsl HUTOUYKA, BeAylIas K NOXUTUTEIIO.

— Xoporo. 51 nonpoOyio, — Anuca oTI0kIIa JTOKKY. — Thl 3HaT e€? OHa Obuta fopora Tede? —
HEOKUJIAHHO CIIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIKA, TOMEPXHYBIIUCh CBOMM JIOOOMBITCTBOM. — [IpocTH, 3T0 HE Moe
neso. YUTo Hy)KHO UCKaTh U Kak?
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— Anuca, mbl ¢ Mepoii. ...

— Her, noxasnyiicra, He Ha/10, — AJca pe3Ko MOTHYJIa rojioBo. — [Ipocto roBopu, 4to aenars,
Huxkunac.

— Bakpoiite maza. [pimute poBHee, — Huk ctuchy 3yobl. CTOMIIO caMOMY BOCIOJIB30BATHCS
cBorM coBeToM. OT OIM30CTH AEBYIIKH ero Opocaiio B kap. — [lopoiitech riryboko B maMsTH. .. Bel
BCIIOMHMUTE.

— Oi1, apyr Mo, — AJtica ¢ 3aKpBbITHIMU IJ1a3aMU HAKPy4YMBaJla JIOKOH Ha najel. — C naMsrTbio
y MeHsl OblIa HalpsiKEHKA U B cOOCTBEHHOM Mupe. Ho s romnbITaoch.

JleByika omycTuia mieun U paccaadminack. OHa [Iplnana MeIeHHO, TIOTOM OBICTPO, TIOTOM
onsATh MeuieHHo. W Hampsiranach, W paccriadinsiiachk. Jaxe mpuieria Ha MPaMOPHBIM TOJ, HO
HUYErO. ..

— Ilpoctu Huknac, — oHa yapy4€HHO B3JOXHYJA. — $I MOMHIO TOJBKO COOCTBEHHYIO JKM3Hb.
Jlaxe oTronocka 4yxou naMsaTH HeT. MHe xkaJb.

Hekpomant ycrasio notép Bucku. OH U HEe OXUJaJl UHOTO, €CIM 4eCTHO. [IBOMHMKHM PEeIKO
aenvy namsaTh. HUK Ha BCAKMIA ciTydai monpocui AMcy KOIHYTb riyoxe B cedst. 160 Besikoe city-
yaercsl.

— MHe... MHe crajno Hexopolo, — Ajuca CKpUBWIACh, IPUJIOKUB JIaJOHb K KUBOTY. — Bce?
[Topa? Mo€ BpeMs BbILLLIO?

Huknac vcnbIThIBaJT IpakTHUECKU (pU3HUECKyIo O0Jb, KOrja KUBHYJ B OTBET. JleByIiKa ObICTpO
OTBEpHYJIaCh, CTApasiCh CKPHITh HaOexkaBIme cae3bl. OHA ke 3Hasla, YTO 3Ta KU3Hb HE HaBCerJa.
[Touemy ke Tak HeoxumaHHo? M oOuaHo. ..

Aunuca puKpbLIa r1a3a. B ronose ObUIO Tak MHOTO MbICIel U BorpocoB. OHa ke Takasi MoJIo-
nas. I moxuTh COBCeM He ycresa. XoTeJIoCh 00be3IUTh BeCh MUP, 3aBECTH COOAKY, JI0 OeCraMsaTCTBa
BITIOOUTHLCS. A BMECTO 3TOTO — CKJIeN U MpaMOpHbIii Tpod. HecripaBennpo!

— Hukoac, Thl @ IMHCTBEHHBIH Y€I0BEK U3 9TOr0 MUpPa, KOTOPOro s 3Hao. HuKkTo He Oyaer nom-
HUTH 000 MHe. Bce cranyT omakuBate Mepy, — AJica mofonuia ke K HeKpOMaHTy, BCTajla Ha
IBITIOYKY U TIPHKAJIACh CBOMMH IMbUIAIOIIMME ry0amMH K ero. Bcero HecKoIbKo MrHOBEHUM MPOITHIICS
3TO LIEIOMYZIPEHHBIN Tonesyil. BeiioxHyB, Anmca orcrynmia. — Hazneroch, Terepb 060 MHe Oyenb
MOMHUTH Thl. Hedacrto ke Te0s 1eyer NoKouHuIa?

— Boi nepBast. .. — Huk ocun. OH X0Tesn 4To-TO cKas3arh, HO HUKAK HE MOT MMof00paTh CJIOB.

— Mos ynaua, — Anmca 3a0pajiach Ha BO3BBIIIIEHHE U YJeraach B rpo0d. [leByIika rioraa ciessl,
KOTOpbIE HE XOTEJIOCh MOHAIIPACHY JINTh. Jlely OHM He TIOMOTYT, JIUIIb elIé OOJbIIe PACCTPOSAT e€ 1
Huka. Anuca Buzena, Kak HEIPOCTO €My TAETCA UX pacCTaBaHUE.

— Anmca, eciu Obl 51 MOT, — HUK, MpuOMM3UBIIMCH K TPOOY, KPEIKO CKall €€ JIagoHb, — BBl OBl
KITH.

— $1 TeGe Beplo, — IEBYIIKA TIOHUMAIOIIE YJIBIOHYIACh, HO B IIyOUHE e€ IJ1a3 OTYAsIHHO TUIeC-
Kavics ctpax. — He tauu. [pomrait, Huknac.

— Ipomait, roctest ¢ Kparoca, — 3akpbiB I1a3a, My)X4MHA PU3BAJT YTy AEBYIIKHA H THXO CKO-
MaHoBaj. — Jletu 10Moil.

Heckomnbko riyOOKHX B310XOB, M AJMca 3aTHXJIA.

Huk OpicTpo cMaxHys HaOexkaBInyio ciedy. OH M MogyMaTb HE MOT, YTO MPOIIaHUe CTAaHEeT
TakuM Oosie3HeHHBIM. Ecii Obl HeKpOMaHT 001aJai XOTh KPYIHUIIEH CHIIBI MaTepH, TO JIEBYIIKE He
MPUIIUIOCH OBl TIOKUAATH 3aTop.

He nmymast o MoTuBe cBoero nocrtynka, Huk mprokaiicst rydamMu K emmié TEIon pyke AJTUCHL.
Yeépr O6b1 moOpan 1 MHKBU3UTOPA, U Tenel, u OyxaHa ¢ ero nopydeHrieM. BamaxnayB pykoi, Hukmac
3aCTaBWI TSUKEYIO KPBIIIKY Tpoda roasereTs ommke. HykHo HailTh criocoO BepHyTh Asmcy. Bos-
MOXHO, €My CMOXET IOMOYb Jpyr MatepH. bpeiifeH, qpyws, KUBYIIUA COTHU JieT... Eciau KTo u
3HAeT OTBETHI HA BCE BOITPOCHI, TAK TOYHO OH.
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— MHe oueHb KaJlb. .. — OPOCHB MMOCTIeHUI B3I Ha Acy, HuK Hauan MeJIeHHO HaKphIBaTh
KPBIIIKOM Tpo0.

— Ha, mue Toxe... Eme nonro? — pazgasics HanpsiKEHHBIN roJioc AEBYIIKY, U OHA YCTABUJIACh
Ha Huka omHUM OTKPHITEIM I71a30M. — OT KaMHs X0JI0qHO. $1 Gosbiiie He O0I0Ch MPOCTYAUTD MOYKH,
HO BCE Ke€...

HekpomaHT oTrpbIrHy1 OT rpoda, Kak BCTPEBOKEHHBIH 3111 OT TOJIONHOM Jmcuiibl. KameHHast
KPBILLIKA C TPOMKHM CTYKOM YyIlaJla Ha IOJI.

— Bol He ymepiu! XwM. .. [Touemy Bbl He ymepnu? — Huk 3akapkain OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH.

— Moxer, moToMy YTO HE OYEHb-TO M XOTeJoch? — AJiMca MPUIMOIHSIIACh Ha JIOKTAX. — S
CMOTPIO, ThI He OOJIBHO-TAKM CUACTIIMB, TOTYyOUHK.

— 4 nopaxen.

— DTO MOHATHO, — JIEBYIIKA 33JyMYMBO MOUYecaja MakylmKy. — Bo3MoxHO, kelnymIok pa3oo-
JIeJICsl U3-3a U3JMIITHE KMPHOTO COyca, KOTOPBIM s IIEAPO ceOsl HamnJKaa.

Huk nmonomén 6mmske 1 B3s1 Asiucy 3a pyKy. YauBuTtensHo. [lyiia Obuia Kpenko npuBsizaHa K
TeJIy U IaXe He Aymasia HUKyaa yiaerars. Ero imm ato marus Obi1a? Huvero He nonstHo. Eciu Obl He
3HaHUe, YTo HUK TOUHO He IaBaj JeByIIKe CBOEH KPOBH, TO, TIPABO, MOAYMal Obl, YTO OHA €ro. ..

— Uro 6ynem aemnath? — Anrca eBa NoJiaBuia 3eBOK, BTOPrasich B MbICIIA MYy KUWHBI. — BeUHbIii
COH OTMeHsieTcs1?

— Jla, — HukJsac uickpeHHe yJIbIOHyIICs, TIOMOTast IEBYIIIKE B OY€PEIHON pa3 BbLJIE3TH U3 rpoda. —
Bama nyma u reno Meps! equsl. [1py 1omkHOM 00pallieHny ¢ HUMU BbI IIPOKUBETE IOJTYIO U CYACT-
JIUBYIO KU3Hb.

— A eciu KTO-T0 0OHapy)uT Mo€ ncuesHoBeHue? Tena, MMelo B BUIy, — AJTca, KOHEYHO ke,
HE JyMaJjia, 4To CIISITUBINASL OT TOPsi POAHS PEIIUT HaBellaTh YMEPIIyIo, OTOABHIasi KPBIIIKY Ipooda,
HO PUCKOBATb HE XOTEJIOCH.

— 310 He npodema. § ocTaBo Ballly WLTIO3UIO B yCHIAIbHUIIE, — HUKJIac Toxas ruiedyamu.
Takast Marus Obl1a eMy Xopoio u3BectHa. [IporynmBas yuedy, OHM ¢ ApIEHOM YaCTeHbKO OCTaBJISLIIH
B AYIIHBIX KJaccax BMecTo ceOsi uutio3uu. [109ToMy HEeKpOMaHT HEe COMHEBAJICS B YCIIeXe CBOEH
3areu. — [lapy MecsALEeB TPOAEPKUTCA TOYHO.

— A a7 — 0CTOpO)HO MOMHTepecoBasiach Asmca. — OTrpaBuIlb MeHs1 00paTHO Ha 3eMitio?

— Coxarero, HO 3T0 HEBO3MO:XHO. Bbl nepeesiere ko MHe, AJjnca, a 3BaTh s BaC CTaHy T'OCIIOXka
Mepa. He crout HUKOMY, OCOOEHHO MOMM POJHBIM, 3HaTh, KTO BBl M OTKy/A. [IJIs1 BCEro OCTaabHOIO
MUpa BBl OCTaHETECh MEPTBOM, ITOKA MBI HE OTHIIIEM YOuiil Mepsil.
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I'masa 7. IlpoBuaguna

Hukiac Gosibliie He OTBJIEKAJICS Ha JIEBYIIIKY U €€ BOIIPOCHL. YMeJIO )KOHIIIPYS 3aKTMHAHU MM,
OH CO3JIaBaJl MJLTIO3MIO, KaK XyIOKHUK muieT KapTuHy. Co Bcell BO3MOXKHOW COCPEIOTOUEHHOCTHIO
U BIOXHOBEHUEM.

— ToroBo. JlobyiTech, rocnoka Amca, — KOJIIYH OTEP BCIOTEBIIMIA 10O pykaBom. Cui,
KOHEYHO, 9TO 3aTPauyrBaeT HEMAJIO.

Ho Toro cuzeBias B 3aAyMYMBOCTH AJICa COCKOUMIIA C Kpecia U MOJOILIa K MECTY CBOETO
HEYJaBILErocsl YIOKoeHusl. [IeByIlKa IIyMHO B3I0XHYJIa, HE pelasich BHIIOXHYTh. YEpT... [Ipuxkan
PYKH K Tpy/iv, OHA BO BCE IJIa3a pasmisiabBaia. .. ce0s B rpo0y.

— Barromku! — Anmca 6pocriia o6ecriokoeHHbId B3rIs] Ha Huka u ymnaysna ce6s1. TouHo
oHa 1pu Tejie? — BBIITISAUT COBCEM Kak s ¢ IOXMelTbsl, — jodaBuiia Asmca rpo ceOsi. CIUIIKOM YK
OneqHoM ObLUIA JIeKaBIIas KOIMA.

Nnmo3us B rpoOy OblTa MOTpsicalolie TOYHO BhINMOMHeHa. MieanbHble JJOKOHBI OKPYKalli TOUE-
Hoe Jutio. [TyxJible TyObl ObUTH UyTh sIpue, YeM y KUBOH Ajmchl. [Tnatke, OyATO TOJIBKO YTO OTYTIO-
’KEHHOE, POBHBIMU BOJIAHAMH OITyCKJIOCh JI0 OOCHIX HOT. A PYKH, TIOBUHYSICh Markiu, KPEernKo CXU-
Maiu OyKeT 3aBsAiux 1BeToB. Kazanock, MrHOBeHUE, U AEBYIIKA OYHETCS, YIbIOasiCh BCEM BOKPYT.

— JXyTKO, KOHEUHO. .. — Asrca oTcTynuia. — Xo4ercsl yiutu nockopee. Thl emié He Haurpascs?

HekpomaHT Opocut pa3ipax€HHBII B3IJISI HA JKaBIIYIOCS BO3JIE HETO HHOMUPSIHKY. CTpaHHast
oHa. To BbI3BIBaIOIIE JEep3Kasi, TO BOT APOXKHT, CIIOBHO MaJieHbKUN PEOEHOK, YBUIEBIIMI B HOUU
Tens.

— Bcé nomxkHo ObITh MAEaTbHO, — MEAJICHHO MOSICHUII OH, CJIOBHO FOBOPSI C HEPa3yMHbBIM MJla-
nenueM. — Cembst Hua, ckaxem Tak, He 0co00 OTKpbITa. HUKTO He 3HaeT, 4Tto y HuX 3a Marus. He
XOUy TMOMACThCs HA TIIYTOCTH.

— Kak ckaxere, Bailie yMHe#IecTBo, — Anica BEpHY/IACh Ha CBOE KPEeCo.

— Yt0? — Huk npunogsst 6pou. [IOHSITHO, KOHEYHO, YTO OHU HE C TOTO HavaJv, U AJrica He
UCITBITHIBAET OJIArOrOBEHOTO yKaca repesi HUM, KaK BCe OCTaJIbHBIE, HO CTOJIb OUEBUIHOE EXHUJICTBO
ObLI0 eMy B HOBUHKY. EfiBa 111 KTO-TO, KpoMe Diu3bl U ApieHa, MOT TIOXBACTaThCsI CTOb BOJIBHBIMU
OTHOIIIEHUSIMU C HEKPOMAHTOM.

—IIponomkaid. 1 6onbine He Oymy TeOst OTBIEKaTh, — AJTHca 3eBHYJIA M 3aHs1Ia HAOTI0IaTe IbHbIN
MOCT B Kpeciie. — TBopu CBOM IIe/IeBPBI.

Huxknac easa cnep:xan ynbiOky. HeBeposiTHO Henoxoxue ayiu. [laxe He mpecTaBisioch cede
nogo6Hoe nosenenre Mepbl. [leByiika npeanousia Obl CKOpee yMepeTh, YeM HaXOAUThCS B €ro oo1e-
CTBE TaK J0JIIO.

Korpa ¢ marueii wimosuii ObU10 MOKOHYeHO, HUKTac HeyBepeHHO B3MJISIHY/I Ha JIPeMaBIIIyIo
npoGsieMy. A BOT Terieph HAUMHAETCSI CaMOe CIIOKHOE.

— Anmica, — MyXX4KMHa TTOZIOMEN OJTMkKe, Kacasich HeXHOM IEeKH NeByKU. — [IpocHUTECS.

— 4 u He crmo. .. — OHa COHHO NoMopraia. — [IpocTo Aana HEMHOro OTAbIXA IJ1a3aM, — CIAAKO
MOTSIHYBIIKCh, OHA TIO/IHSJIACh HA HOTU. YXOJUM, Ballle TeMHEHIIEeCTBO?

Huxk cmopmimn Hoc. HykHO 00s13aTeibHO 0OrOBOpUTh co3Aaanue npo3suill. Eme yero He xBa-
Tausio. XOTsl, BOBMOXHO, KOrjia Ajrca y3HaeT U IPOUyBCTBYET €ro OTBPATUTEIbHBII XapaKkTep, 0X0Ta
IIYTUTh UCHIAPUTCS caMa COOOIA.

— AJnica, s He MOTY CO3[aTh NOpTal oTcioAa. MHe HeoOXOAMMO YBUAEThCS C OTHOM Mepsl 1
pacrpolnaTbes, Kak rnojaraeTcs criejioparestio, — Hukiac BeIIpsAMUIICS U HaYasl YUTaTh 3aKJIMHAHUE.

INoka myxunHa KonoBa, Anrca 6e3 yTailky pasriisijipiBasia CBoero criacutesis. Kakoii ke oH
BbICOKMI. C TaKMM MOXHO He MEepeKMBaTh O BHICOTE KaOMyKa HUKOrJa. MIHTepecHO, B 9TOM MHpe
yxe n3o0penu mmuiabku? Eciiu HeT, To OHa MX C palocThlo CO3/1ACT.
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B stor MomenT Huk népHyics, nmpusiiekasi BHUMaHUe U 6€3 TOro COCpeIOTOYCHHON AeBYIITKU
K IIUpUHE CBOMX Iuled. He nHaue, THU ¥ HOYM MTPOBOAUT B 3aJie. .. MHaue Kak MOXKHO OBbITh TAKUM
ropstuuM, axe B Oanmaxone. [Toka Asmca 6e33acTeHUMBO paccMaTprBajia KOJIyHa, MeuTasi COpBaTh
C Hero OecCTIONe3HyI0 TPATKY, MyKUMHA YXMBUTBHYJICS M XJIOMHYJT B JIA/IONIH.

— de-e-e... — npocToHa a Asuca, psya I71as3a B JaJOHSX.

Huknac BHOBb HakuHY.I Ha cebs1 mmunHy Hbopna.

— Tak uro mHe aenath? YV Tebs ecth npenoxenue? — Anrca cMotpena Ha Huka, crapiero
ycaTeiM MyXUKOM. — CJiesaeliib MeHs Takou e Kpacotkoi? Ecim aa, To naBaii 6e3 pacTUTEIbHOCTU
Ha jmue. .. He 11 Toro st Mmy4nia ce0si o jga3epom.

— Jlazepom? [laxe He mpencTaBisiio, 0 4éM Bbl, — Huk yneionysncs. — Ho Het. 41 He mory Bac
MPEBPATUTh B JPYTrOro 4yejioBeKa, — B3I0XHYN. — VIHaue Kak si OOBSCHIO, UTO 3aIlEN B CKJIET OJIUH,
a BBILLEN BABOEM C HAITAPHUKOM.

— OTKpbLI NOpTan? — BOAPYT XOXOTHY/Ia AJlKca, BCIOMHMB, O YEM IIPEXK/IE COKPYLLIAJICS HEKPO-
MaHT. — $1 HUKOI/1a He iyMasia, 4To MPOM3HECY BCEPhE3 UTO-TO CTOJb Oe3ymHoe. OTKpoeM ero?

— Hukakoro nopraia, — Huksiac yquBia€HHO MOCMOTpEN Ha IEBYIIKY. E€ MbICIM XaOTUYHO CKa-
KaJIi, HO 9TO, CKOpEee BCEro, CIIE/ICTBUE BOCKpelIeH . — JIerko MOXHO rornacTbest Ha oomane. Critb-
HBIA KOJIYH MOXET IOYYBCTBOBATh M MOPTAJI, ¥ KOJIMYECTBO I, YTO OH MEPEHEC.

— Hy, Tak uto ThI mpuayMan? — aeByiKa nog0oYeHmIach. — Thl ke SBHO 3aMbICIIUIT KaKyI0-TO
rasioctb. MlHaue He cTosi1 Obl C TAKMM CAMOJOBOJIBHBIM JIUIIOM.

— Bl MHe j1oBepsiete? — Huk Hayasl noTuparh CBOM JIaJJOHU JIPYT O Apyra.

— Boo0ie-To HeT, — Anrica Hayasla OTCTyNaTh BIIyOb cKiiena. Maio i 4ero MOKHO OXKHJIaTh
OT KOJIJIyHa, MOMABILIEro B 3aTPyAHUTEIIbHYIO CUTYALHIO.

— Kanp, — cyxo oro3Baiicst KonayH. He oObsicHsis1 Oonbinie HUYero, Huk 3amenTan Kakoe-To
3akJiMHaHue. Jlyuine OH MpUMeT pellleHre 32 HUX 00OMX. YCTpaHeHUe KEHCKUX MCTEPUK U CIIE3 He
ObLJIO €ro0 CHJIbHOM CTOPOHOM.

— Yto TH Aenaenib? — Asrca cxBaTwiach 3a KUBOT. EIlIE MrHOBEHUE, U BCE CheIEHHOE pary
TMIOJIETUT HA MPAMOPHBIH 10J1. — MHe CTpaHHO TOIIHO. .. [Tnoxo... Tel MeHs1 yOuBaeins?

— Kak ™Mbl yxe BbISICHWIN, YOUTB Bac TOBOJILHO MPOOJIEMATHUYHO.

My>X4rHa OTBEpHYJICS M MaxHYJ PYKOM, TJIABHO HAKPBIBAS KPBIIIKOH Ipo0d.

Aurca XoTesa CIpoCUTb, AJISl Yero e Toraa ObUIO CO37aBaTh HACTOJIBKO TOUHYIO WILTIO3HIO,
€CJIM OH BCE PaBHO MPSTAN COIEPKUMOE rpoda, HO 30 PTa BBIPBAJIOCH JIUIIIh:

— May.

UYro, mpoctute? Anrca 06epHyach, UIla MyIIUCTOrO XO3sIMHA roJIoca.

— May.

Tak... [louemy Kormak e€ nepedusaet?

— Msay. May. May.

— Aunuca, 6e3 BO3MYyIIEHHI, TIOKanyiicta. BeIOOpa-To He OBLIO... — HEKPOMAHT TOIOMIEN K
OeJIOCHEKHOM KOIIIKE, CU/ICBINEH Ha MecTe NeBYIIKH. — CKaxy, YTO Thl MOW (haMUJIbSIP, SBIISIIOIIUICS
Ha MOMOIIIb.

— Msy! — o3BepeBIas Anrca-KoIka 37100HO 3aIlvIiesa U BHITyCTHIa OCTpble KOrTi. Yto 10T
niorater| cede mo3BoJsier?

— JlaBaii-ka 6e3 pyKOIPHUKJIAACTBA, MIJIOYKA, — HUK OCTOPOXHO B3sJ1 HA PyKU B30ECHUBIILY-
10cs1 KUBOTHHY. — ThI 371a. Cornanryck, cTomio npenynpenuts. Ho Bpemenn Ha oObsicHeHre HeT. He
3aCTaBJIAN HAKJIAbIBATh HA TeOsl 3aKJIMHAHKe cTa3uca*. Byabp Xopolieil KKCoii, U Mbl CKOPO BEpHEMCS
JOMO¥.

Kuca 6pi1a xoporueit. Bcé Bpemsi, moka Huk oObsicHsuIcs ¢ TocnoquHoM Buiuiemom, oHa crio-
KOIHO Jie)kajla Ha pyKax KOJIyHa, HETOPOIUIMBO NOMaxuBasl MyLIMCTBIM XBOCTOM. 3aTo AJca B
MeJTbYaiIIiX JeTalssx 0OIyMbIBaJIa CBOIO MECTh. DTOT HEKPOMAHT elng noxaneer. Ecm oHa ocra-
HETCsI KOIIKOW TOJ0JIbIIE, TO OCTABUT CBOM CJIe/l B KaKI0i mape 0OyBH B JOME.
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Pacrnipomasiucs ¢ otiiom Mepst, Hukiiac noa imunnoi Heopaa nocnienmvi k Bopotam. HyxHo
ckopee youparbcst u3 ropopa. IlpeBpaienue monell B JKMBOTHBIX — HayKa HETOYHAs U MECTaMU
3arnpenéHHas. MyK4rMHa Ormacaicsi, 4To KOIIKa B JIIOOOH MOMEHT MOXET CTaTh TIOKOMHOW TOCTIOKOM
Mepoii, u Toraa TouHO Oe/lbl He MUHOBATb.

Bumumo, GersienioB 3anuiaiy BeJmkue 6oru 3aTopa, noo Ha cBoéM nyTr Huksiac He BCTpeTt
HU ofHoM nymu. Hu sxuBoii, Hu MéptBoid. Co3jaHue noprasa Takke He 3aHsJI0 MHOTO BpEMEHH, 3aTO
3a0paJio OCTaTKM ciil. My)X4rHa TSKEJIO B3/I0XHYI, HA/IesICh, YTO HUUYETO He HAIyTal OT YCTAJIOCTH.
He xotenochk Obl, 4TOOBI TOPTAT 3a0pOCHIT KX B MUP AEMOHOB MJIM TIOTEPSIHHBIX JIyIII.

Ho Ha camom nene HekpoMaHTaM Bcerjga ObUIO JIETKO BO3BPAIIAThCs HA CBOIO TEPPUTOPHIO.
TémHast Heprust MEPTBBIX B3bIBajlla K CBOEMY XO3sIMHY, NpUTAruBasi Onuxke. JloMa HEKPOMaHTOB
ObLTA 0COOOH TOPAOCTHIO TEMHBIX MaroB. HarmuranHoe cUiIoi MpeaKoB JKMITHILE CTAaHOBMIIOCH MTPaK-
TUYECKU pa3yMHBIM CYIIECTBOM. B ciydae Hyk /bl MM OACHOCTH JJOM BCErAa MPUXOAX Ha IIOMOIIIb
XO35IMHY, CJIy’kKa BEPHO JI0 TEX NOP, MOKA 3[JaHUE HE CPOBHSIOT C 3EeMJIEH.

HaueptuB HeoOxoauMBbIe 3aIIUTHBIE CUMBOITBL, HUK, prskiMast K cebe paccepkeHHYIO KOIIKY,
IIarHyJ1 K KIyOsAeMycst ThMOU MopTay.

— 3anepxu apixanue, Anica, — Hukac mornaau CBoIo MyIIUCTyo cnyTHuUIly. — Jlopora Oyaer
OBICTPOI1, HO OOXKHUTAIOIIE XOJIOIHOM.

Komka pazapaxéHHo (bIpkHY/Ia U NpUKycHia pyKy HeKpoMaHTa. Mo, He HaJlo MHE YKasbl-
BaTh! HUK1ac yapIOHYIICSA M BOIIEN B IAXHYIIYI0O MOPO30OM TEMHOTY.

Marus BBHIILTIOHY/Ia Mara ¢ lapanaoleics THOMUPSHKON HEeNaJIeKo OT MoMecThbsi. Kak Obl
YMeEJIO HEKPOMAaHT HU 3aME ClIeIbl, He CTOMJIO HeJoolieHuBaTh ceMblo Mepsl. Huk He cran nepexo-
JWTH Cpas3y B IOM, YTOObI HE ITPUBECTH CJIEJOM O3BEPEBIIETrO 0TI, KOTOPBIA MOT 3aMETUTh MJUTIO3UIO
BMECTO TeJia I0YepH.

— Ml outu 1IoMa, BpeHA, — COOOIIMI MYXKUMHA, eIBa cAepXuBas cyacthbe. CKOpO B Kpo-
Batb! M on mpocnut cytku. Her, ydine Tpoe. .. OT MbICIIel ero oTBIeKJIa 37100HO mumsmas Anmca. —
Ecnu cranems pyrarbcs, HU 3a 4TO TeOsl HE PaCKOJIYIO.

Komka nepecrayia Tounth KOrTM 00 M3pSAAHO MOTpEMaHHylo onexny Hukiaca m 3amepna,
37I00HO CBepKasl IJia3aMu.

— Xopomuias aeBouka, — HUk He cMor yznepkarbcs ¥ CHOBA MOMJIAWII MYIIUCTYI0 KPAacaBHILy.
HeckomnbKo ¢710B, 1 y HOr HEKpOMaHTa pacroyIokKuIack Anca BO IJIOTH. [IeByIlKa IpUKpbIBaja CBOIO
HaroTy JIIIb BCKJIOKOYEHHBIMU BoslocaMu. Ha cTparernyecku BaxHble MecTa AJMca MOJTHUEHOCHO
nosoxuna nagoHd. OHa cepauTo CMOTpesa Ha Mara, He TOpoIsich BcraBaTtb. CMOTpUTE-Ka, TO OH
TepsU1 CO3HAHUE TP BU/Ie OOHAKEHHOM JIOJBIKKY, a Terepb OECCTHIIHO pas3IiisAbIBaeT KaX bl CaH-
TUMETP €€ TeJa, 1aXke He yMasi CMyLIaThCsl.

Huknac pemnmi He MCOIBITBIBATH AJIFCY Ha TPOYHOCTH U €/1Ba 3AMETHBIM JIBUKEHHUEM PyKH 00J1a-
YHJI IEBYIIKY B OEIOCHEKHOE IIETKOBOE TuiaThe. Hapsin eil, KoHeuHO, €N, HO ero OTCYyTCTBHE ObLIO
npeanouturenbHee. HekpomMaHT OTBEN B3MIsA]] OT Uepecuyp 3aMHTEPECOBABILIEH €r0 BEIbMbI U OTKAIII-
nsics. HaBaxkeHne Kakoe-To.

— 3Haelllb, YTO, MUCTEp... — MOAHSABIIMCH C KOJIeH, AJlica pacCepKeHHO HACTyMNasla Ha MYX-
yuHy. — YTO THI. ..

He noroBopus cBoeit npeteH3uu, Asnca yrnaja Ha KOJIEHU U CO CTOHOM CXBaTWJIach 3a T'OJIOBY,
KOTOpasi TaKk M HOPOBWJIA pa3nieTeThesl BApeOe3ru. boneno u mynbcupoBasio BCE — MO3T, 171a3a, YIIH.
Anucy 6una KpynHasi Jpoxb. VI3 171a3 XJIbIHYIIM CIIE3BI. XOTEJIOCh 3aBOMUTD OT OOJH, HO JII0OO0I 3BYK
MPUHOCKI eIE OOJbIlie MyUYeHHUH.

— Aunuca. .. Yto He Tak ? — pe3Ko OIyCTUBIIKMCH BO3JIE AEBYIIKY Ha KojieHH, Hukiiac ckaHupoBas
e€ TeJso, cTapasiCh MOHSATD, B YEM Jies10. bbula in aroHus cieacTBieM HellaBHEW CMEpTHU Tella, Tepe-
MEILEHHs] WK TIepeBoIUIomeHnsi? Mora i ero HeOCTOPOKHOCTh YOUTD €/1Ba BOCKPECIIYIO TyITy?
OH pa3 3a pa3oM OCTOPOKHO OCMaTpUBaJl aypy ApOXKalley JAEeBYIIKH, HO HE HaXOAWJ UCTOYHUKA €€
CTpaJlaHUM.
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Anmca crapanach a0CTparmpoBarhcs OT Tojoca Huka, oT BeIiecka IIyMsIiero Hermomgajaéky
pyubs M 1IeJiecTa JIUCTheB. JlepeBbsi OKpYXadl UX CO BCEX CTOPOH M CITUIIKOM I'POMKO IIIEBEITUIN
CBOMMHU BETBSIMHU.

HeoxunganHo Bcé vicyesno. E€ ronoBy OyaTo 3acyHysu B BaKyyM, B KOTOPOM He OBbLIIO MecTa
3ByKaM. JleByIlIka HAaCTOPOKEHHO OTKphUIA Ta3a, OO0siCh IIeBeNUThCs, M odomuiena. Korma 3to
Huxknac ycrien nepenectu e€ B jom?

«Aauca cmosina 803ne MsHCEN020 OePessiHHO20 MPIOMO U pa32asidblédnd cebs 8 3epKane.
Huuezo ne nousimmo. Ecau oHa moavko umo ymupana nocpeou aecd, mo novemy ceiuac ceexcd u
pymsiHa cmoum Ha céoux Hozax? M umo na Heii Hademo? Maz comeopun onsi Heé beavlii capagpar,
KOomopwlii c60000HO Koavixancs Ha xyoom mene. Ceituac dHce Aauca 6vina 001aueHa 8 NblUtHoe 3010-
moe naamve. Bepx kpyorcearozo 6e3ymust 0onezan 8vbicokyio 2pyodb, CAOBHO NEPUAMKA. Y camozo 2opaa
NOKOUNOCH KOAbe U3 KPYNHBIX HEOOPAOOMAHHBIX KaMHell, noxoxcux Ha sHmape. Ceemavie NOKOHbL
YMeNvIMU pyKamu macmepa Oviau cOOPaHbl 8 HUBKULE C60O0OHbIL NYUOK, NO3BONSAGUIULL BONHUCTTBIM
npsi0SM 8bI0UBAMBCS U3 NPUUECK.

Tlouemy oHa @vlzas10Um Mak, CA0BHO 8OM-BON OMNPABUMCSL HA KPACHYHO 00podicKy? Aauca
NOOHSANA 21a30 eué BblUle U BCMPEMUNACH 832A5100M CO CBOUM ompadxceruem. H edpyz oHo 3az2060-
puno.

“Tlpusem, zocmuvsi ¢ Kpazoca. K coxcanenuro, ne 3uaro meoezo umernu. Ilpowy meo6s, npocmu,
Umo u3-3a MeHsi Ml OKA3ANACH 8 IMOM YYHCOM ONsi ceDst mupe. Y MeHst npocmo He 0blno ebloopa. A
uckana nosciody. Ho Hu 6 00OHoM Opyzom mupe s He cMO2Aa HALimMU c80ezo 0BOUHUKA, 00NA0AI0U,e20
XOMb Mmoaukou mazuueckoti cunvl. Kpome mebsi. Mol ¢ mo6oii eOuHcmeenHblii Warnc cnacmit nposuoul,
mep3arouuxcst om 604U u cCmpaoanuli 6e0b.

A suodena smo. Kax eudena ux myku, caésvl u Kpuku o nomowu. Mue npuoémest ymepemo,
umoObl JHCUNA Mul, cAyUariHas xeepmea Henasucmu 3amopa. Ecau ympy, s 3uaro, cemwvst 3axouem
Y3Hams npuuuHy moeii 2udeau. Omey, 8b1308em HEKPOMAHMA. A MOU Yyuumenvb NO3AOOMUMCs, YMoobl
SABUACSL HYIICHDBIIL.

Koneuno, st nonpooyro cnpasumucsi cama. Ho yoice Heckonvko paz meHst noceuyanit GUOeHUst o
KOHYe moeti scusnu. Tlosmomy, ecau mul celiuac 3mo UOUUb, 3HAUUM 51 He CMONA UBSMEHUNMb CEOEll
cyovoOvl. Menst 6onvute He Oepocum 3amop. Ceituac s, HagepHoe, Hacaaxcoaroco ceemom ¢ Caoax
Celinan, — degyutka nevanbHo nOOXcaa 2yobl U omeena 2aasa. — Besi omeemcemeennocmo u 6cst Most
Mazust ommubviHe npuHaonexcam meoeii oyuie. Tenepb muvl 6edbma. Yuuco u nocmuzaii c60é macmep-
cmeo. Tol 00dcHA ObiMb CUALHOL U cMenol. JTuub max mvl 000béMcs ceoell ueau. A eepio 6 smo!

Tocmenenno mol 6cnomuus éce demanu moeti cmepmu. Ooxaun mHe smo ooeujan. byov xpao-
poti. Huxnac mebe nomodxcem. On oueHv xopowiuit. Boamodcno, mot u 6 3amope cmodxceutv Oblimo
cuacmaugoti. Yoauu eam oooum’».

Bupenue wucuesno, yHocst ¢ coOoil TOJIOBHYIO O0ib M ciadocTh. [loMopraB mjiss BepHOCTU
HECKOJIbKO a3, AJMCa OCTAaHOBWJIA CBOW B3IVISIA Ha OJIEJHOM, MEperyraHHOM JIMIle HEKPOMAaHTA.
Mykx4rHa He TiepecTaBasi IeBe i ryoaMu. 3aKIMHAHKe, TIOIU, YATAET.

— Hukunac... XBarut OyOHUTB... — AJFca XOTesna IPUCECTh, HO JIMIMKAsl TOITHOTA HAKaTWIIa
BHOBb, 3aCTaBJIsIsI TIOCYIITHO OIYCTUTBCSA B OOBATHS Mara. — YK He TIPOKJIMHATH JIU Thl MEHs B3/1y-
Mman?

— CrnaBa Bcem Ooram, BbI [IEJTHL. .. — MY)KYMHA BHUMATEJILHO BIUISICIICS B 3pauKH JIEBYIIKH. — 5
B 3aMelaresibcTBe. Tak ¥ He CMOT TIOHSATh TPUYHMHBI BAIIEr0 CAMOYYBCTBHS, — HEKPOMAHT BBITJISIJIEN
0YapOBaTeNIbHO PACTEPSHHBIM.

— C stiMm s Mory Tede MoMoYb, MPHUSATENb, — AJIHCa CIJIOTHYJIA CJIIOHY Y TOJHSIIA I71a3a BBEPX,
CMOTpsI Ha 3BE3AHOE HEOO.

Huknac e€ BomHoBai. [lake cTpax OT BUAEHHUS OTCTyNal, KOTJa OHa CMOTpEsa B IJla3a MyxX-
YMHBI WK OIIyIIaa Terio ero pykK. C KakpIM HOBBIM B3IJISZOM MYKUYMHA Ka3aJiCsl el BCE KpacH-
Bee, a Tperenlylnee cepie OTOMBaIO BCE Oojiee HEUCTOBYIO NpoOb. MOXeT, TO Marus Kakasi, Win
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Tes10 Mepbl BCIOMHWIIO MYKUMHY, B KOTOporo Obuta BimoOeHa nponuias ayma? Xwm... HaBepHsika
y HUX 4TO-TO ObUTO. BOT mouemy HukJiac mpumuasicst B CKJier, Topsi paBeJHbBIM THEBOM, U TIOIHSLT
JEBYIIKY U3 MOTWJIBL. TOJIbKO HE Ty, YTO XOTeJl. ['OppKO OT TakMX MbIC/IEN.

— U ut0 )e npousonuno? — HUK Haxmypuics, BUJsl IEPEMEHY B HACTPOEHUU AJIKCHI.

— Tol He moBepuIllb. .. — Anuca u cama He Bepuia. U, Boobiie, He 04eHb-TO XOTEJIOCh TOBOPUTH
0 Mepe, Bockpelasi B roJIOBe MyKYUHBI TAMSTh O Moruoiei aepymnike. OHa He X0oTeNia BUIETh B €r0
razax rpycts. M tocky. M mo6oBb. Her, Tak He noiinér. Mepa ymepna paau KU3HU IPYTHX.
Husko obecrieHuBaTh € XepTBy WIM yMaTUMBaTh O Hel. — S TOJIBKO YTO MpoCiyIiaia IeMOBEPCHIO
oObsicHeHHs1 Mepbl, 3a4eM 51 OKa3aiach 3€Ch, IS Yero ¥ oyeMy oHa yMepra. ..

— Pacckaxete? — MyXurHa 3aMHTPUTOBAHHO MOHSLT OpPOBH, CTApasCh HE aKIIEHTUPOBATH CBOE
BHUMaHME Ha HETIOHATHBIX cioBax. [locne oH 00s3aTebHO HAIIOMHUT AJce 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH, HO
cervac, B TIIyXOM JIECy, TIOCJIe MIEPEKUTOr0, OH PEIII OOOUTUCH Oe3 YITPEKOB U HPAaBOYYEHHI.

— EnBa stm cMory 10C/oBHO. .. — Atica 3aymanach, Harpsras HaMsrth. — TaM TOYHO ObLJIO TBOE
nMA. YTO-TO IIPO MPOBUAMLI, ITPO €€ YUUTes . XaHa KaKoro-1o... Tak BCE MyTHO, €CJIM YECTHO. ..

— He Bo3pasaere, eciti st TOCMOTPIO cam? — HEJIOBKO JEPHYB MOJ00POIKOM, TOMHTEPECOBAJICS
Huk.

— Ecnm 17151 3TOro He Hy’)KHO BCKPbIBaTh MOH Y€perl — BeJIKaM, — AIEBYIIKA TPUTOTOBUJIACH CAMO-
3a0BEHHO [IETUTHCS] UH(OPMAIIUEH.

—Yro?

— Iloxanyiicta, roBopio. .. — AJlMca XMbIKHYJIA U 3a4€M-TO IIPUKPbLIA TJ1a3a.

Huk KMBHYJ U TSAKENO BBIIOXHYIL.

— Bcé B nopsake? — neByllIKa Hanpsriack, MPUOTKpbIBass OAMH I71a3. Majo i 4To OH TaM
ynymait. — Tsl yBepeH, 4Tto 310 6e30macHo?

— Ja. Bcé xopormio, — yoexaas cam ce0s1, OTBETAI HEKPOMaHT. UTO MOXET MOWUTH He Tak?

YcrpouB zeByliKy ynoOHee B rHe3/ie CBOMX pyK, Hukiiac HakoHmIIcs K Hell Onmke. B oTBet
Ha ero JieicTBue AJica, CJIOBHO 3epKajisi MyKYMHY, 4yTh TIOJAIACh BIEPER U OOIU3HY/Ia BHE3AITHO
niepecoxinue ryosl. ['ocroau, Kak xe oH Xoporit!

K Hukunacy e€ TsiHys10 HeBbIHOCHMMO. Kak jKapKuM JIETHUM JTHEM MaHUT OOKaJI JIE/ISTHOTO 1I1aM-
nanckoro. Koryia 3Haelb, 4To BCero HeCKOJIBbKO IIaroB OTAENsAET TeOs OT MPOXJIaJHOTO HACaKACHHUS,
Y HE MOXeEIIb CONPOTUBIATHCA. He xouemn.

«Ecau on mens ceituac ne noueayem, s coeaaio smo cama», — gymana Ajuca, He CBOAS IJia3
C MY’KUMHBI.

Huknac, crapasich octaBaThCs XJIaTHOKPOBHBIM, COCPEIOTOYEHHO HaXMypui JioO. I maBHOe, He
3a0bITh O Liesu. ChenaB TIyOOKUH BJOX, OH MPUKOCHYJICSI CBOMM TOPSYMM PTOM K TIPUOTKPBITHIM
ry0am AJTUCHI.

HexpomaHT 3akpbLi I71a3a, Hacjaax/aasch MPaBUIBHOCTBIO Mpoucxoasmero. OH OCTOPOKHO
nesoBasl Anicy, 60sich CIIyTHYTb M BUZIGHHE, M caMy AEBYIIKY. B AKageMuu BBICIIIMX MaroB y4wIu,
YTO, paccaaduB YeJIoBeKa, MOKHO CHSITh €ro MEHTaJIbHBIN KOHTpOJTb. Korjga co3Hanue He 00peMeHeHO
HUKaKUMU IOCTOPOHHUMH MBICIISIMU, TIOJIyYUTCSI CYMTATh UTO YrofiHO. He HyKHO roBOpUTSH, yTasiCh
B XPOHOJIOTMH, UMEHAaX U JeHcTBUAX. Uepe3 MpuKocHOBeHUE OTKpbIBaeTcs Bee. Ilocie HeckombKux
JIETKMX KaCaHWU Mar yriIyOus Mouesyi.

Hwuknac Mor CKOJIBKO yrogHO OIpaBAbIBaTh ce0sl TEM, YTO HEIOCTATOYHO CKOPO HAIIEN HYXKHBIE
BOCIIOMMHAHMS, WIA MBICJIM OKAa3aJIUCh CIIUIIKOM ITyTaHbl, ¥ MO3TOMY OH HHMKAaK HE OTpbIBAJICS OT
Amucel. Ho nipaBia Ob1a B TOM, YTO €My IPOCTO HE XOTEJIOCh ITOTO Je/aTh.

TéMHOe 00JIaKO MYIIMCTHIM TYMaHOM KPYKHJIOCh BOKPYT, KyTasl apy B KOKOH, I7ie BCe UyB-
CTBa M SMOIMK ObLTM ycHJieHbl Marved. CJIOBHO HEKPOMAHTCKAs CHJIa MpU3HaBaia B AJIUCe Cyke-
HYIO CBOETO MPAYHOT'0 FOCTIO[MHA ¥ MSTKO Kavajia B CBOMX 0ObATHSX. UTO ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHBIM. be3
ero KpoBU Marus He B3bIBajia Obl K BeZbMe. TspKeNno Jpliiia, HEeKPOMaHT PelInl, YTO MpU TepBOH ke
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BO3MOKHOCTH OH 3aCTaBUT JIEBYIIIKY BBIITUThH XOTh KaIlIO cBOel KpoBu. HykHO ObUIO pa3BesiTh Bce
COMHEHHUS.

Annca OTBETCTBEHHO Mojolia K Bonpocy. OHa MOCIyIIHO OTBeYasa Ha MOLENyH U IPUKOC-
HOBEHUs, JapuMble MykunHOM. Hy, Hamo Tak Hamo... Yero He cienaellb pajy CrACeHUsl YbUX-TO
xu3Hen. [IpusTHoe Tenio pa3amBaiochk 1o Tely, a MBICJIM CTAHOBMIIMCH BCE myTaHee. Koraa ke A3bIk
Huka nepemén B akTHBHOE HACTYIUIEHUE, A BOJIHA JKEJIaHUS 3aIly/IbCMpOBasla BHU3Y )KMBOTA, AJnca
repecraia aymarh.

Buenusiices ogHo# pykoii B mmpokue ey Huka, npyroit Anvca 3apbliach B IyCTbI€ BOJIOCHI
MyK4IuHBI. [IpUTIOHSB JEBYIIIKY, HEKPOMAHT Nepecaan e€ K cede Ha KOJICHH, BKMMAsi B CBOIO IPY/Ib.
E€ nuatbe 1aBHO COMIIOCH, MOAHSBINKCH A0 CEpeIUHbI Oe/ipa, HO MpaBIJIa MPUINYHS yXKe HUKOTO He
MHTEPECOBAJIH.

Pa3nancs HenoHATHBIN XpycT. Bunmumo, Kakoro-To 3Bepbka OueHb 3aMHTEPECOBaJIa OTK PbIBAB-
1masicsl KapTuHa. JIeByIIka OTopBaiach OT I'y0 My>KUUHBI, IyMHO BTSIHYB B ce€0sl BO3/IYyX.

— Botock, Thl yBHIET O0JIBIIIE, YEM S TUTAHMPOBAJIa MOKa3aTh, — €XUAHO 3aMeTHIa AJnca, HaMme-
Kas Ha OrOJIMBIIMECS] B IPOLIECCE HOTM M HECKOJIBKO PACCTETHYTHIX IYTOBUI] y JIMHUU JIEKOJIbTE.
JleByIIKa TsKeo JIOBUJIA BO3YX, YCIIOKamBasi CBOE Telo M B30eCHBIIyIOCS KpoBb. E€ opraHmsm
ObLJT KATETOPUYECKHU TIPOTUB MIPEPHIBAHUSI CTOJIb BOOLYILIEBIISIONIETO Mpoliecca M MCTUTEBHO MOCIa
OTHEHHYIO BOJIHY K HU3Y )KMBOTA. AJIMCa CKpHITHYJIA 3yOaMH, OIIYINasi, YTO HE TOJIBKO €€ TeJI0 TOTOBO
K MpOIOJIKeHU0. JleByllKa 4yyTh CABUHY/ACH, [IOHUMAasl, HA YEM MMEHHO OHA ceilvyac HeTeprearBO
€p3aeT, yMyIpsAsCh [PU ITOM SI3BUTb.

— K coxanenuio, HeT, — MPUTBOPHO B3/I0XHYJ KOJIAYH. — MbICISIMU 51 ObLT AAJIEKO.

— Ara, Kak ke... — XMbIKHYJIa AJKca, 3aKaTUB I1a3a. — VIMeHHO o3TOMy TBOW JIPYKOK UYTh
HE MPOTKHYJI MEHsI HACKBO3b! — JIEBYIIIKA €JBa C/IepKayach, YTOOB HE OMYCTUTh PYKY HUXKE W He
MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATH HEKPOMAHTY €ro 0OMaH.

O06a 3amepnu. KapTuHbl «ITpOTHIKAHUS» CJIOBHO 3arlleCTpWId B BO3IyXe, OyJopaka Bcé erme
BO30YKJIEHHYIO Mapouky. Huk mpummén B cedst NepBbIM U OTKAIIUTISLIICS.

— Bo3moxHo, Ha Kparoce Bbl MOeTe U3bSICHATBHCS CTOJIb OTKPOBEHHO, HO B 3aTOPE TaK HEJIb34.
Bynpre, noxanyicra, HEMHOTO. .. OCTOPOXKHEH.

— Ilonsna, Ballle HyAHEHILECTBO. .. — AJlUca CKPUBWIIACh. XaHXKa.

OHna pe3Bo BCKOUMJIa Ha HOTY ¥ OTBEPHYJIACh, ITOACTABJISASI CBOE Pa3ropsIuEHHOE JIULO IPOoXJIal-
HOMY BeTepky. Hy:kHO HemeiiieHHO nipuiiTu B ceds. He mepBblii ske 31O rolienyi e€, B caMoM Jedie. . .

— B Buziennu Bam Obuto crpamHo? — Huk otomén or aepymku. OH 3ampaBiisiyl pyoOaIlky B
OPIOKHM U C TIOMOIIBI0 Marvy BO3BpaIllal OTOPBaHHBIE ITyTOBHIIBI HA MecTo. Eciu Obl He 3BYK, MpH-
BJIEKIINI MX BHUMaHKe, OHU €JJBa JIU CMOTJIM Obl OCTAHOBUTHCS. AJlrica JeCTBOBAjIa HAa HETrO CJIMII-
KOM. .. MIHTEHCUBHO.

— Ouenb. OcoOEHHO JKYTKOIM MHE TOoKa3aiach Baria Moaa. MeHs Toxe oOpsiiAT B IiaTbe-0e3e
Y PIOIIY KPYyKeBHbIe? — HEOBOJIBHO CKPUBMIIACH JIEBYIIIKA, 3arljIeTasi COMBIIMECS JIOKOHBI B KOCY.

— B M0€Mm 3aMKe Tbl MOXKEIIb XOUTh KaK YTOIHO. .. — HUK 3aMsuics. — Mosi ceMbs I0BOJIBHO. . .
coBpemeHHa. Ectb emé Bonpocel?

— Ara, — Anuca permia HEMHOTO pa3psauTh 00CTaHOBKY. — CKaxu, Bce HEKPOMAHTHI TaKHe
KpacaBUMKU, WM 5 Takas Be3ydas?

—41... 5... He o Tom mymaernb, Anuca, — HO, OTBEPHYBIIHChH OT JIEBYIIIKH, OH YJIBIOHYJICS. —
Nném k nomy.

BssiB BenpMy 3a pyky, Huk nputsnyn e€ Onmmke k cede. B secy Oblsia KpomeniHasi TEMHOTA.
[Maras no BaakHOM OT TyMaHa TpaBe, Hukiiac mpokpy4rBai B rojioBe BUIEHUE, KOTOPOE, HECMOTPS
HAa JKapKU¥ MOLETyid, OH CMOT YXBaTHUTb.

Bo-niepBbIX, OH HAKOHEI-TO HAIIEN YTO-TO oOIee Mexay BeabMamu. O6e nmpoBuauibl. Bos-
MOXHO JIF, YTO BOPYIOT JIMIIIb CTOJIb PEIKYIO KacTy BOJIIEOHMII, WM 3TO JIMIIb coBraaeHrne? Ho B
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HUX HEKPOMAaHT He 0co00 Bepuil. Ckopee BCero, MHKBU3HIIMS UILET YTO-TO ONpeesiéHHoe, U TeHsM
HeoOX0IMMa MOMOIIb KIMEHHO STHX BE/IbM.

Bo-BrOophiX, Mepa okaszanace He Tak yX M HMKYEMHA, Kak Huk Bcerma cumran. [leBymika
BCEMH JIOCTYITHBIMH CUJIaMH CTApaJiach CIIACTH MOXHUILEHHBIX JKeHIIUH. [laxke cMepTy He mo0osiiach,
MOKEPTBOBAB paau 0O1Iero Oj1ara ¥ CBoel KHU3HbI0, U cBoell Marueit. Ceituac ObUIO CTBIIHO BCTIOMU-
HaTh O CBOEM ITpeHeOpeKeHNH TI0 OTHOIIIEHHUIO K BEYHO MevaibHOM BegpMe. KoHeuHo, oHa omacasnach
BCeX, He KeJlash HM TPUKOCHOBEHUH, HU On30cTi. CIMIIKOM CHITbHO Mepa 60s171ach pacKpbiTh CBOM
Jap Y HaBJieub Ha ceOsl PAHHIOI CMEPTb.

A B-TpeTbux, pekTop OzxaH B oYepeJHOI pa3 MoKasan cebst 6osnee OCBEIOMIIEHHBIM M TalH-
CTBEHHBIM, YeM JIa)ke Mpe/rosaraiock. Bo Bpems yueObl Ka3aloch, YTO OT MOYTEHHOTO CTapUKa He
YKpBIBaJIaCh HU OJIHA TIPOKAa3a, HU OIWH MPOCTYIIOK U HU OIHO 6e300pa3ue, TBOpUMoe B AKaJJeMUM.

PexTop Bcerna u Bc€ KoHTponupoBail. Bot u ceituac Huk ObU1 B pacTepsiHHOCTH, MPEAroa-
rasi, YTO PeKTOpy BCE€ ObLIIO M3BECTHO M3HAYAIILHO — CTpaHHasi cMepTh Mepbl, noxuiieHre Bumopsr
U yyXke3eMHas Oyllla, OTBETHBILAs Ha ero 30B. BO3MOXHO, Ha IIaXMaTHOM JOCKE KU3HU PEKTOP
OpnxaH paccTapiisiI yenoBedeckre (Urypsl Tak, Kak eMy caMoMy ObLJIO yIOOHO, HeB3Upast Ha KEPTBBI
1 TIOCJIE/ICTBUSI CBOEW UTPBI.
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I'raa 8. Témubin 3aMOK

Ve Havyaso cBeTath, Korma Hukiac HaKOHEI-TO OCTAHOBUJICS, TIEpEeBE/Ist AyX.

— locnoxxa Mepa. Bel MoxkeTe nepectath OTpbIBaTh PyKaB MOEro kam3osia? ITo 3KCKIO3UB-
Has Belllb, CO3/IaHHAsI caMUM rocriofiiHoM CapeHr. MOKHO MPOSIBUTh HEMHOTO yBaxkeHUs1? Mbl Tipu-
ObLITH, YCIIOKOWTECH yXKe, — MY)KUMHA BBITYTAJICSA U3 LEMKUX KEHCKUX PYK M C OMACKON MOCMOTPE
Ha TPONMHKY, BeAYyIIylo K goMy. Bim3octs k TéMHOMY 3aMKy ¥ ceMbe HauMHasa ero OECIIOKOUTb.
HyxHO OBUIO XOPOILIEHBKO BCTPSAXHYTH CBOIO MOMYTUYMILYy U BEPHYTh el O0eBoi HacTpou. He xote-
JIOCh, YTOOBI TOCThsI, HE YCIIEB MEPECTYMUTD MOPOT, YHECIACH ITPOUb, TOJIOCS HA BCIO OKPYTY.

JpemaBinasi Ha xoay AJMCa HEJOBKO CIIOTKHYJIAaCh M €Ié Kpermue yXBaTHIach 3a ILJIeYO
Huknaca. OTuasiHHO 3eBasi, OHA C TPYIOM pasJieliuia riia3a u orisenack. HemoBosbHbINM U pa3apa-
JKaIoIe XMYpPbIi HEKPOMAHT MOABE €€ K BBICOKMM KOBAaHBIM BOPOTaM, BBIKPAIIICHHBIM B YEPHBIN
uget. Kak npesickazyemo. Annca 3akatuia ria3a. My)JuHa MOCIENTHO OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY, OCMATPH-
Basi OKpyry. BouTcst HOuHbIX 3Bepeit Wi e€ camy? Autica CIaBIeHHO XMBIKHYJIA U TOKE OIJIS/Ie/1ach.
B BO311yXe BUTAN APKUI apoMaT MPeJIoN JIMCTBBI M LBETYIIMX PACTEHUH. 3arax HaOMHHA JOJITUE
MPOTYJIKM TI0 TOpaM M HOYEBKU B MajaTKax. E€ ceMbsi YaCTEHbKO MPOBOIMIA TaK CBOW BBIXOIHbIE
JIHU, HACJIAXIasiCh €IMHEHUEM C TIPUPOIOH U CBEKMM BO3AyXOM Oe3 MpUMecei TOPOICKOro CMora.

JleByIIIKa HACTOPOKEHHO TOOIIUIA K JKEJIE3HBIM MPYThsIM BOPOT U, HE CYMEB CIIEPKaTh JII00O0-
NBITCTBA, 3arVIsAHy/Ia B Cajl, IPUHAICKAIINI KoinyHaM. [IpaBo, He Kak/Iplii IeHb MOKHO HE TO YTO
MIPOM3HECTU TAaKOE, HO W YBU/ETh COOCTBEHHBIMHU Iazamu. OOXBATUB pyKaMHU JISISTHONW MeETaJll,
Auica BO Bce IJ1a3a paccMarpuBalia CTPaHHYIO, Myraiollylo CBOel MpadyHOCThio pority. Takas cebe
armocepa. Xots... B puibpmax yxacoB oHa BHJajda KapTUHbI M IOCTpPAIIHEe.

I'yCcTO# MOJIOUHBIN TYMaH CTEJTUIICS OJTbIM O/IEsJIOM IO BHICOKO# TEMHOM TpaBe. Biaseke mpo-
DJISIIBIBAIMCH OUEPTaHUsI BEIMUECTBEHHOIO 3aMKa, YaCTh KOTOPOro OblIa CKPBITA TYCTOM 3€JIeHBI0
nepeBbeB. TeppuTopusi Obljia OrPOMHO#, TAMHCTBEHHOM U KYTKOW. ECii n3-3a KYCTOB BBICKOYHT IPH-
BUJICHHUE U clieIaeT «Oy», eiBa JIi CTOMT yAuBIAThCA. Kya e€ 3aHecn yeptu? Anunca moéxuiach u
HEJIOBKO OTCTYITIJIA, HAPYIIIast CIIOKOWCTBIE HOYM Iy PIIIAHUEM CYXHUX BETOK IOJ] HOTaMHu.

Kakast orymiarommasi TuiiHa. Pa3se He JIOJKHBI Ha paccBeTe MeTh MTHLbI?

— Bbl Bcex mUuyr B KepTBY, 4TO JiHt, puHecan? [Todyemy Tak Tixo? — Asvica 3aHepBHHUYaia. He
CJIMIIIKOM JIM CKOPO OHA TOBEPHUJIACh ITOMY CTpaHHOMY 4esioBeKy? [Touemy-To el jake B FOJIOBY He
MPUIIUIO TIOMPOCUTD 3AIIUTHI M KPBILIK HaJ| FOJIOBOH y oTiia Mepbl. Huk1ac Tak ObICTPO peru Beé
cam, 4TO y He€ Jake He OCTaJoCh BPEMEHH Ha pasMbIIUICHUsA. B 0ObIYHOM ku3HKM AJrca He Obuia
CTOJIb OECTIEYHOM.

— CrpanHO BbI ce0e TMpejcTaBisieTe 3aMOK HEKPOMAaHTOB, rocrioxka. Ecim 3mech u jieTaior
ITHUIIBI, TO TOJIBKO TE, YTO JABHBIM-IABHO MO0X/M. Takue, K c4acThio, 3ByKOB He U3/1aoT, — Hukacy
He MOHPABUJIMCh HOTKH CTpaxa B clioBax AJuchl. [ToHMMasia i OHa BOOOIIIE, KTO OH M YTO 3a CHJIY
HOCHT B cebe?

Hwuknac ObUT 03a/1a4€H CBOMM pEIlieHueM B3sITh HHOMUPSIHKY ¢ coO0i. OH HUKOTIa U HUKOTO,
KpoMe ApreHa, He npurianian B Témaeii 3amok. JIom, Kak ¥ ero oouTaresu, ObUT HElpeICKa3yeM.
Yro 3a cuiia 3acTaBUIIa HECTMOAeMOro HEKpOMAaHTa IMPEIOKUTh NEBYIIKE CBOM KPOB U CHEJATh
YacThio CBOEH 13HK? Beb OH MOT IIPOCTO TepeiaTh €€ peKTopy, U Toraa AJjrca craia Obl 3a00ToM
Onxana, a He ero. Hukiac TpsiXHYJT rOJIOBOW. YCTaJIOCTh ClieJIajia ero IIymbiM, a BeJjb CllaboyMue —
HETO3BOJIUTEIbHASL POCKOIIb /11 TEMHOTO Mara.

— MHe HyXHa Karisi TBOel KpOBH, 4TOObI... — HE IOTOBOPUB Mpeasiokenue, Hukac 3amep.
HekpomaHT HeJOyMEHHO HAOMONAN, KaK pelIéTyarhie ABEPIIbl BOPOT CO CKPUITOM OTBOPHITUCH, BITYC-
Kast TOCThI0 HA TEPPUTOPHIO JIoMa. — UTOOBI ThI MOIJIA BOKMTH. .. — HIEMOTOM 3aKOHYMI OH. Hukiac

36



K. A. Crepnenko. «HeBecra u3 ckjiena»

MOKPYKIJT Ha MecTe. UTo 3a Marus BIycTiiia JeBYOHKY B TéMHBIN 3amok? Ero 6ecusio KolmuecTBo
BOIPOCOB, HA KOTOpbIE HUKTO HE AaBajl 0TBeToB. UTo 3a qyty oH BbipBas u3 Kparoca?

— Yo THI TaM roBOpHIIL? HUKTac, moyeMy Tol Bc€ BpeMsi 60pMoyelib? ITO MPUBbIYKA Bpe/l-
HBIX CTapUKOB, €CIM Thl He 3Haj. [Ipekparnail, — AeByIIKa HEJOBOJIBHO MOBEPHYJIACh K MYyKUMHE,
€xach Ha ogbe3/1HoM 1opoxke. — [Toiiném ckopee B 1oM. [ToceTyelis Ha CBOIO CJIOKHYIO )KU3Hb TaM.
MHe XOJNOIHO. .. «i HCYMKO...», — J0OABHIIA PO ceOs1 AJrica, HEJIOBKO MEPEMHUHASICH B TyMaHe. Maiio
JIM YTO B HEM MOXKET KOMNOIIUTbCS. 3Men, HartpuMep. Ho u oHM HaBepHska MEPTBBIE, TaK YTO Bpeaa
IIPUHECTU HE MOT'YT, HaBepHoe. BcE paBHO comMHMTENbHAS 1O pafocTH Berpeya. OHa He 1Sl TOro
BOCKpecaJa, 4ToObl cefiuac yMepeTh OT CTpaxa IpH Bujie 00Ie37I0ro Tpyra.

— Yro npoucxonut? — cam y ce0st nonHTepecoBasicss Huk, maras Benen 3a Anucoit. OH cMu-
pWJICS, YTO CTpaHHAasl JIEBYIIKAa HE JPOXKUT OT CTpaxa Mepef CUJIOM HEKPOMaHTa, HO HUKaK HE MOT
MOHSATH, [IOYEMY BE/IbMY IPUBEYAET JJOM.

PonoBoii 3aMok ObUT 3aUINEH (PaMUITBHBIM 3aKJISITEM, KOTOPOE HEBO3MOKHO OBLIO UTHOPU-
poBath. TOJNBKO YJIEHBI €r0 CEMbH MOTJIM CBOOOTHO MEpeMenIaThCsl M0 TEPPUTOPUN U Oe3 OILIaThI
KPOBbBIO BXOIUTD B JIOM.

Huxknac Touno 3Hai1, yto Mepa, ObIBIIast X03siiKa Tesla, He MOrJIa ObITh HU CECTPON eMy, HU
TETEH, HU KeM-To emié. TEMHBIX KOJIyHOB HeJlb3s1 00MaHyTh. PomHast KpOBb CJIOBHO IMOET, paaysach
CBOMM OJMM3KKUM. 32 BCE BpeMsl, MPOBEIEHHOE B CTeHaX AKaJleMUu, MyKUMHa HU pa3y He MOYyBCTBO-
BaJI B Mepe XOTb YTO-TO cO3ByuHOE ceOe. HUK Haxmypuiics, pasriisabiBast JpOXKaIlyio Ha BETpy JKeH-
ckyo urypy. HykHo yTouHUTS Yy lefia, Kak ¥ IOYeMy JIEBYIIIKa CyMeJia Iiepecedb YepTy, 3a KOTOpOor
OTKPBIBAJIUCH BJIAJICHNs] HEKPOMaHTOB. CaM OH TepsuICs B I0TaIKaX.

Yem Omke oHM mopxomwi K TéMHOMY 3amKy, TeM XOJIOTHEe CTaHOBMIJIOCH. AJca yxe
aKTHUBHO CTydasia 3y0aMu, KyTasich B COOCTBEHHbIe pyKu. BeTep, 3aBbIBasi, MPOHU3BIBAJ JI0 KOCTEH.
Bot uto 32 u€pt? Beo ke Tak Terio! OHa yke Bcepb€3 momymbiBaia copBaTh ¢ Hukmaca moan,
CeTysl Ha CBOIO JIEBUYBI0 HEMOIIIb, HO OCTAaTKM TOPIOCTU HE MO3BOJISIM €H 3Tol cinadoct. He ors-
ObIBASICh HA MPUTUXLIETO MYKUMHY, JEBYIIKa CIEIINIAa B JOM, B3sIB 32 MasK ()OHapb HaJ BXOAHOW
aBepbio. Onacasich BCTPETUTh HA MyTU KaKylo-IMOO HEKUTh, OHA MPAKTUYECKU Oeskalia, MOJISCh O
TeIlIe U YIOTe.

Anvca Kaxaplii pa3 BHYTPEHHE CKUMAJIACh IPU MBICIM O TOM, YTO K€ UMEHHO OKHIAJIO0 €€
B 3amMke [Ipakynel? MHaue 310 )uimie OblsIo He Ha3Barh. [71aBHOE, YTOOBI IBEpPU € OTKPBUI HE
30MOM B CTAPUHHOM pBaHbe, a JOOPOYIIIHAS TETYIIKA, MBIIITYIAst ;KU3HbIO U 310poBbeM. HaBepHsika
OHa cpasy ke MPeUIOKUT AJrce ropsiyero vasi 1 BKYCHOU efibl. OT OIHUX MBIC/IEN O TPUBETIMBOM
KyXapKe CTAaHOBWJIOCH TeILIee.

OniepeuB rocThio, ABepy oTBOpU cam Hukac.

— Bxonute, Mepa. He Bryckaiite BeTep B IOM, MHE TIOTOM €TO BBHITOHATh MPUIETCS, — HEKPO-
MaHT OeClIepEMOHHO BTAIIMJT 3albIXaBUIYIOCS JIEBYIIKY B IOMEIEHNE U PE3KO 3aXJIOMHYJ IBEPb.

AJnca B3/1porHyJia M He/IOyMEHHO TTOCMOTpesia Ha My:kunHy. He crisitit i od wacom? Beiro-
HATh CKBO3HSIK coOpavics. .. Her, B 3TOM MUpe OHa TOYHO He MPUKUBETCS.

— Kak ckaxenib... — IeByIlIKa HEJIOBKO 3aMsljlach Ha MECTE, HE pellasiCh BICKA3blBaTh CBOU
onaceHust. Bokpyr kiyOuaach TbMa, MPaKTHUECKH HUYEro He OblIo BUAHO. IllarHyB Ommke K Myx-
ynHe, Asica nojxkana ryosl. Beunsie cymepku, a He mup. Hy Kak el MOXeT IOHPaBUThCS KUTh B
3arope? [loM elg 3ToT, HerocTenpUUMHBIA U KYTKUW. VIX axe HUKTO He BcTpeTwil. EaBa mu takas
rpoMaIHa JeprKaach TOJBKO Ha CAMOM HEKPOMAaHTE U €ro 9HTy3ua3Me. Asrca cama cede yCMexXHy-
nack. Eif cMyTHO MpeAcTaBUiICsl HEKPOMAHT B IIEpEeHUKE, OOIPO OPYAYIONIHIA METION WITH IBAOPO.

Huxknac Bpoze uro-To roBopu o cembe. Hy 1 moueMy oHM He BbICBIIAJIU BCTPEYaTh CBOIO YCTaB-
Iyl0 TUTATKY? XOTs 4ero 3To oHa mpuienuiack? Anuca og€pHyna ceds. OTKyaa B Hell CTOJIBKO
xemun? Ha ynune enpa 3abpesxun pacceer. CisT Bce, HaBEpHOE, M HE 3HAIOT, YTO XO3SMH JOMOM
npuObLI, 12 elI€ U C MOy TYHLIEH.
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— Huknac, ménkuu, noxanyicra, BHIKTI0YaTesieM. Sl HUUeromeHbky He BUKY, — AJca ocTa-
HOBWJIACh Ha MeCTe, oracasich MATH Beiienylo. He xotenoch Obl ynapuTh B IpsA3b JIMIIOM, TPUYEM B
MPSIMOM CMBICIIE CJIOBA. YUUTHIBAsI, YTO 3TO JJOM HEKPOMAHTA, MO MOT OBITh YCEsIH KOCTSIMH JlaJie-
KOTO IpeKa WM MOBEPKEHHOTO Bpara.

— YeM WENKHYTH? — pa3Jaiicsl yAUBIIEHHBIN T'0JIOC Yy CaMOro yxa. — Mepa, U3bsCHANTECH, 0Ka-
JIyiicTa, Ha o0111eM si3bike. MHe CJIOKHO Bac MOHSTh.

— Huxknac, ecnu s HaUHY TOBOPUTH HA MOEM JTIOOUMOM SI3bIKe, MOBepb, Tebe OyaeT CThIIHO, —
AJ1cy HEpBUPOBAJIO CIIUIIKOM TECHOE COCE/ICTBO C MY KUMHOM. Ero «BhIKaHbe» TOXKE NOPSIIKOM pa3-
apaxaiio. [TpaBo, oH BUJen e€ MEPTBOM, MOTOM BOCKpPECIIEN U MPAKTUYECKH T'OJION, KaKue MOTYT
OCTaBaThCsl MLy HUMH ycnoBHOCTH? HO HEKpoMaHT ObUT SIBHO HEIOBOJIEH IMTPOMCXO/SIIIINM, U 3aTe-
BaTh CIOP ceiyac OnpesieIEHHO He CTOUJIO.

— O, mporry Bac, ropopute. Kak TOJIBKO MHE CTaHET CTHIAHO, 51 BaM 00s13aTeIbHO co00Iy, —
Huxknac cxBaTui I€BYIIKY UyTh BbILLE JIOKTSI M Pa3BEPHYJI B IPYTyI0 CTOPOHY.

Anvca B3JpOrHyJia OT HEOKMIAHHOCTU M BBIIEPHYJIA CBOIO PYKY U3 KPENKUX MaJblIeB HEKPO-
MaHTa.

— Tak 4to Tam co cBeToM? — [IeByIIIKA OTOILIA HA Mapy IIaroB B CTOpoHy. — Tak u Oynem
CTOAITh B TEMHOTE, MOJISICh O Uyze? — J10 uero Oecsamii MyxurHa. [lodeMy OH BHIHYXAaeT e€ IPOCUThb
CHOBa U CHOBa. AJica He yroBapuBaia Hukiaca ctaHOBUTBCS €€ HAHBKOH U 3a0MpaTh K cebe JOMOIA.
WHumaTriBa LETMKOM U TIOTHOCTBIO UCXOAMJIA OT MYKUHMHBI, TAK TIOUEMY K€ OH CTaJl BECTH ceOsl TaK,
CJIOBHO OHA — HAIPOCUBIIIMICS Oaact?

— Kaxercs, Bbl 3aKOHUWIU Ty k€ AKaJIEMHIO, YTO U s, rocroxa Mepa, — eXugHO OTO3BaJICs
KoyyH. — HeyxTo co3naHue cBeta BaM He MOABJIACTHO?

— 4 ycrana. Ilpeanararo noymMmHAYaTh B Jpyroy pas, — Asuca rnokavasa ronooit. Uro 3a océn?
Ecnu Obl OHa ymena ynpasisTh Marueid Mepsl, 1aBHO Obl y)Xe OCBETHJIa KOMHATY, a Tocjie Oe3xka-
JIOCTHO CMajiijia HarJioMy YMHUKY OpoBU 1 Bosiochl. — Hy Tak uto? ByneT cBeT, Wi Thl TPOAOJIKHIID
CaMOYBEpPEHHO JbIIIATh MHE B yXO?

Huxknac ycmexHyscs, U 1o BceMy NepuMeTpy KOMHAThI 3aKIJIUCh (pakesibl. JlecaTKu ropsimx
OrHEM ’KapKO BCIIBIXHYJIU, PACCerBasi MpakK.

— Kakas kpacora! — BOCTOp)KEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIa Asnca, 3a0bIB O CBOEM HEJOBONIbCTBE. [laxe
yCTaJIOCTh OTCTYIIWJIA HA BTOPOii Iu1aH. — Hukorna He nymara, 4to nomnajay B CpeIHEBEKOBBIN 3aMOK.
Huknac, Thl IpocTO BOMIIEOHUK !

Hakonern-to Asmca cmoria ocMoTpeThes. 3aiia ObUTIO OUeHb OOJIbINasi, HO B Hel He ObUIO POB-
HBIM cYeTOM HU4ero. AOcommoTHas myctorta. [louemy KoMHaTa, BMelaBIiasi B ceOsi 10 MEHbIIIEN Mepe
IBE €€ 3eMHbIE KBapTHUPHI, CTOsJIa B TAKOM 3allyCTeHUU? YIMBUBUIKCH, JIEBYIIKA €€ pa3 OCMOTpe-
nack. Bapyr uyro-to ocranoch HezameueHHbBIM. Ho HeT. YeTsipe creHbl. [IBe MacCUBHbBIE A€PEBSHHbIC
JBEpH C JIATYHHBIMU PYyYKaMH, C JIECSITOK KOBaHBIX CBETUJILHMKOB — U BCE. Jlake OKOH He ObLIO.
Anuca 3agpaja rojoBy BBEpX U axHyJIa OT BOCTOpra. BMecTo Kpblllii KOMHATy HaK pbIBaJl O POMHBIA,
3aTeMIMBO COOpaHHBIN BUTpak. [leByIlIKa Hampsraia 1mas3a, KpyTuiach Ha MecTe U JIa)e TOIpbIT-
HyJa Pa3oK, HO Pa3IIsIeTh PUCYHOK HUKAK HE YJaBaJOCh.

— Huxkunac, 4to Tam n3o6paxkeHo? — mENOToM rornHTepecoBasiack Anuca. He xorenock nrymerb
Y TOPTUTH OYAPOBATENIbHYI0 TAMHCTBEHHOCTh MOMEHTA. JII0OOMBITCTBO 3aCTaBWIIO €€ TMOJOWTH K
HEKPOMaHTY OJMKe U Jaxke YAbIOHyThCsl. — HaBepHsKa 4To-To coBepIeHHO cka3zouHoe! CKaku CKo-
pee.

— Ipungre cioga Ha 3akare 1 mocMoTpute. M300paxkeHre MOKHO YBUIETh TOJIBKO TP 3aXO/Is-
1meM cosHie, — HuK HezameTHO ckpuBWIICsS. Butpask ObUT MOAAPKOM OJHOTO M3 BEIUKUX KOJIIYHOB
MPOIUIOro. ITO ObLIa CIIEHA, KaK ero MpeloK C APEBHUM JAPYTOoM MOJAHUMAT ApMHIO MEPTBELIOB U BET
UX Ha 0Cajly 3aMKa o4eperHoro 3iozaes. KoTopelii cuMTancs TakoBbIM IO MHEHUIO Mpajiefia U KoJl-
nyHa, pasymeercs. Mctunbl cam Huk He 3Has1. OH He JII0OWIT BAABAThCS B UCTOPUIO CBOETO KECTOKOTO
pona. OOBIYHO MPH KOMAHUSX B CEMENHBIX MKadax cKeJIeTOB HAXOMUIIb OOJIbIIe, YeM XOTeJIOCh Obl.
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Huknac oTBepHyJCS OT BUTpaka. YTropasauiio ke AEBYOHKY €ro 3aMeTHTh. MyKunHa OaropoaHo
pelI He MOJMUTHIBATh CTPaXH JIEBYIIIKM OTHOCHUTEIIBHO €€ HOBOTO KIJIHINA M HE PacCKa3blBaTh 00
UCcTOpHHM Toiapka. JIoMoJaibl U Tak He JaIyT el cKy4yarh. HUK MOATONKHYN AJIUCY K IBEpH, BEy-
1ieil B OCHOBHYIO 4acTh jiomMa. — némre kuBee, s OKaXxy Bally CHAJIbHIO. 3aMUTECh TaM YeM-
HUOYb, MHE HY)KHO OTJOXHYTb. BbI MEPTBOI MPOBAISUTUCH B Tpo0y HECKOJIBKO YacOB, MHE ke Bpe-
MEHHU Ha COH HUKTO He MPEeJOCTaBHJL.

— 310 HAMEK, UTO s BBITJISIKY CBEXkee, YeM Thl? — yIUBUIIach AJTCa, HEBOJILHO OKU/IBIBAS B3IJISI-
JIOM YCTaBIIIETO MY KUUHY. — Y TeOsI Takas COMHHUTEbHAS CIIOCOOHOCTD JeJIaTh KOMILTMMEHTBI, CKaXy
OTKPOBEHHO.

Huxknac auyero He otBetmi1. MyskunHa oryassHHO 3eBajl. OH goma. Hakonerl-ro! Ot oco3Hanust
OIM30CTH TIOCTENH TMOJKAIINBAIMCH HOTH. EIE HECKOIBKO MUHYT M OH CMOXET yIacTh Ha MEpUHY,
MPOBAJIMBAsICh B HEOBITHE.

— A moueMy 3Ta KOMHara Imycras? — IOMHTepecOBalach JEBYILKA, IOKOPHO ClIEys 3a HEKPO-
maHToM. Hy He Morna oHa Moi4ath, 1axe Bujs cyxocTb Hukiaca. JIoykeH ke OH MOHUMATh, 4To 715
WHOMUPSIHKU BCE BOKPYT ObLJIO HEOOBIYHBIM U HETIOHSITHBIM.

— lNocrioxka Mepa, cobeputech 1 IepecTaHbTe CHINATh BOITPOCAMU. DTO aTbKOB ITPUBETCTBUS, —
BCE ke HexoTs nosicHu Hukiac. Kakas 6onrymika emy nonasiack! Termepb OH BcepbE3 Hauall CKy-
Yarh M0 MOYAJIMBON U TUXoi Mepe. — Bo BpeMst 6ajI0B, UTO yCTpauBajMCh Ipexk/e, B HEM BCTpe-
yanu rocteil. [ToBcioy cTosiiy GOJbIIHE CTOMBI, YTOOBI MAark MOIJIM B3SITh OOKAJ JIIOOMMOTO HAITUTKA
Y TIPOMTH B OONIYIO 3aTy B MPHUIOAHITOM HAacCTpoeHUH. K ToMy ke B JoMax TEMHBIX YCTaHOBJICHBI
JIOBYIIIKY C 3aKJIMHAHUAMH. [Iputiieaimnmii HaBpeuTh 3Ty KOMHATY He TIOKUHET.

«Buoumo, amo ux unmepnpemauus npuxodceii, — pemiia Amuca. — B makom cayuae ouenw
xouemcs 832A5HYMe Ha 6aavHelll 3a4. OH, HABEPHOE, PAZMEPOM ¢ PYMOONLHOE NOAE».

— Ecnu BBl yIOBIETBOPMIIM CBOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO, MIPOIITY O HEOONBINON THUIMHE. BBI, rocrnoxka,
CIMIIKOM ImyMHasi. He ctout OyauTh MOMX pOJIICTBEHHHKOB. YBEpSIO Bac, 9TO HE TO 3HAKOMCTBO,
KOTOpOE CJIe/lyeT 3aBsI3bIBaTh YCTaBIIIEH.

— Banpl Oonblnie He ycTpanBaioT? — pacCTPOEHHO CIPOCHIIA IEBYIIKA, A0COMIOTHO UTHOPUPYS
HekpoMaHTa. Ho ronoc Anmca BCE jxe NOHU3MIIA.

— Her. Ho 06 3TOM MBI TOrOBOpHM B MOel OuOmoTeke, rocroxa Mepa, — ¢ HAKAMOM TPOIIH-
nien Huk. — Tam Hac HUKTO HE CMOKET YCIIbIIIATD.

— A ceifuac, mapIoH, KTO HAC CJIBIIIMUT? — AJKca 3aKaTuja 1jia3a 1 MaxHy/a pyKoW Ha MycTyIo
KoMHarty. — Bes ata Tonma?

— He oGonbmaiitecs. M He BepbTe CBOMM I1a3aM. B 3TOM 3aMke y CTeH IEWCTBUTENBHO €CTh
yIIIH, — OAEPHYJ €€ My)k4nHa. — 1 3amMonuure yxe.

— Kak ckaxere, rocnoguH. .. — ieByIika MOTHYJa ronoBoit. — Hy wet! [ He crany Tebs rocno-
JVIHOM 3BaTh M BBIKATh TOXe. Tak 1 3Hai.

— He cmeto HacTanBath, — MyKU4MHa TOTOB ObLIT COTTIACUTBCS CO BCEM Ha CBETE, JIUIIb Obl OBICT-
pee oTIeNIaThCsl OT HA30MIMBOU JICBUIIBI U IIOTPY3UTh CeOs B TIOCTEb.

— U korzma mbl, 4EPT BO3bMHU, yke JOUIEM A0 MPOKJIATON ABEpU U BhleM otcioaa? Yro 3a
OeckoHe4YHast KoMHaTa? — AJrica BOMYIIEHHO YCKOpUIIa Iiar. — $1 ye Tarkuy CTonTaia, a Mbl HUKaK
HE JIOIUTyTaeM.

— 310 marus. [Ipocto uaute. Ocranock Hegonro. U, Bo ums Bcex OOroB, 3aKpoMTe CBOM POT.

«CeuHbsi», — Iymania Anvica, nepectapiisisi Hori. KoHeuHo, JIETKO 3aThIKaTh APYTUX, KOT/A Thl
y cedst toMa B cBoéM mupe. OHa Obl MOCMOTpEIa C MPEBETUKON PaJOCThI0, Kak Obl HEKPOMAHT Tep-
TeJIMBO MOJTYAJI, [OMa M OH Ha 3eMJIIO.

Bcé€ xe crycTs JonTyio MUHYTY OHM OTBOPHUTH IBEPH B elIE Ooniee TEMHOE romenienue. Hukiac
MPaKTHYECKH BTOJIKHYJI B HETO AEBYIIIKY. AJca Jjaxe pyK CBOMX He Bujena. Kak ona cMoxer uaru?

— Bxutioun, noxkaityiicta, cBeT, — AJuca NpWIMILIa K CTEHE, OTKa3bIBasICh MIEBEIUThCA. — S
HUYEro He BUKY.
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Hux pazppaxénno ckpusuics. [Ipunenunack ke co ceoum ceetoM. OH Jep:kaiicsl U3 Mocies-
HUX cul. [lake Ha 370cTh He ObUTO pecypcoB. OTCYTCTBHE CHA IUTIOC BOCKpENIeHHe, KOIJOBCTBO,
nepemMelnieHye. .. Peseps Mara ObUT MPaKTUYECKU ITyCT. Bee cuitbl opraHr3ma yXOIuiv Ha IIar.

Hwuknac Kpenko cXBaTuII IEBYIIKY 32 JIOKOTb U MOTAIIJI 32 COOOM, KaK HEPa3yMHOTO TEJIEHKA.

—Tocrioxka Mepa! Y MeHsI HeT cefiuac CHJI Ha HEeHYKHOE KOJIJJOBCTBO, — OH O0pO MOJHUMAJICS
IO CTyneHbKaM. — 51 mpoBey Bac 10 KOMHAThI U Tak.

— Hapnerocp, Baiia 5KOHOMHOCTD, Bbl paclliepUTECh Ha CBET U TEIIO B MOEH ClajbHE, — €AKO
Opocuiia Anuca, TOpOIUIMBO MOAHMMAsICh 3a MaroM. OHa Kpenko jaepxana Hukiaca 3a pyky, 6osich
3aIyTaTbCsl B HOTax.

— O, keM ObI 1 ObUI, ecTi ObI He 03a00THIICSI KOM(OPTOM JIaMbI? — B TOH eil oTo3Bajicss Huk.

— Co0o1i? — BcE He yHUMAJIach JICBYIIKA.

Xopo1o, 4To ANMCY HUKTO HE BUIWUT, KpoMe Hero. Hukiac ckpuriayn 3yoamu. Hu B xu3HU
HE MIPU3HATh B 3TON CMYTbsIHKE YHBUTYI0O Mepy.

XOoT4 ceifyac HEeKPOMaHT MHOTO YBaKHUTeJIbHEe TyMal O orudiei aepymike. Ternepb oH 3HaJ,
KeM OHa OblTa M 4to caenaia. [locie OTKpBIBIIEHCS CHITBI BEAbMBI CTAJIM TOHSATHBI €€ UCTEPUKH U
HE’KeJlaHWe YyKUX MPUKOCHOBEHMI. bejHast ieByIka mpocto 60siack MPOsSIBUTH CBOIO Maruio. Bos-
MO’HO, IPOBUAMLIA JIABHO 3HAJA, KaK YMPET, U CTapajach OTTAHYTh STOT HEXENATeIbHBII UCXO/.
WuTepecHo kak OHa MpOKoJIoiach?

C TpynoM NOAHABIIUCH HA TPETUM 3TAXK, MYKYMHA OTBOPUJI TSKENYIO IBEPb.

— ITpoxogure, rocnosxa, — HukJ1ac mpomycTun JeByIKY BIEPE.

— Moxert, o0oiIEMcs 6e3 «ToCTokm» ? — ycTaso nonpocuia Ajmca. — becur, 4eCTHO ToBOps.
MBs1 ke Bpojie KaK y4uJIuCh BMecTe. .. MoxeT, IMEHU XBaTUuT?

— Xopomo... Mepa, — Huksnac rotoB ObUT COITaCUThCA HA YTO YTOJHO, JIMIIbL OBl JIEBYIIKA
3aKpbUIa POT U TepecTayia YTo-Iu00 MPOCUTh WM chpammuBark. Ho, BO3MOXHO, €ro pasapaxeHue
MOANUTHIBAJIIOCH TEM, YTO [0 HEBEJOMBIM IIPUYMHAM €TI0 J0M, BEPOI M NPaBAOM CIYKUBIIUKA BCEM
Mpe/IKaM ThICSYETeTUsIMU, Oe3 3a3PEHUsT COBECTH BITYCTHJT HE3HAKOMKY.

Huka Gecun cam akt mpousomieaniero. MyKunHa OTKa3bIBAICS [ake IPEANONOKEHUS
Aenathb, OT Yero 3To 0e300pasue cirydnsiock. [IotoMy ¢ KaxJo0i CeKyHION CTAaHOBHUIICS BCE 3JIee.

[Mpenynpexnas ouepennyio nmpocs0y, Huknac nmpomenTain 3akiuHanue. OH 3aTONII KaMUH U
3aKET CBEYN B KOMHATe.

—Ionb3yiiTech BceM, UTO €CTh, — yKe JpYKeToOHee pa3pel HeKpoMaHT. — Ha Bpemsi Baiiero
npeObIBaHUS B 3aMKe KOMHaTa Bamia. [lom youpaer cam ceds, TIO9TOMY He BOJHYHUTECh — TOCTENb
yucras. KaMuH 1 cBeun He nporopsr, OHM oA 3aKJIsAThEM. 51 Mory ynanuTbes, Hajetoch? Wi y Bac
MOSIBUJIMCh €1IE HEOTJIOKHBIE BOITPOCHI?

— He xamu. 4 xoTena yTo4YHUTD, ThI IJTAHUPYEIIb, BOOOIIIE, 3HAKOMUTb MEHSI C CeMbEI ? — AJnca
CJIOXWJIA PYKHU Ha Tpyau. — Vinu s Oyy nmpsATaThesi B CiajibHe 10 KOHIA KU3HU?

— C Baiuero 1o3BoJjieHusl, 51 OTTSHY CJIaBHBI MOMEHT IIPEACTABJICHUS BaC IPYT APYTY.

Aunuca noxasa riedamu. Moxer, y HuX Takue oobrdan B 3atope? M Hukiac — cBiHbS HEBOC-
nuTaHHas. Takoe MpearonoKeHue Toke He UCKITI0Yasoch.

He naB Anmce ckazarb HU ciioBa, HUK nogomeén k asepu.

— SIcHoit HOuH, rocrioka Mepa, — 1 yIIén, MJIOTHO 3aTBOPUB 3a COOOM JIBEPb.

—Tocnoxa... I'ocrioxka. .. 3ananun Toxe.

Hesynika norsnyiack. Hy u genék. CHayasia oHa ymMHpaeTr, IOTOM He IOVMHU I7ie BOCKPECaer,
OISATh IOYTH YMUPAET, IPEBPAILAETCS B KOIIKY, LIEJIYeTCsl C IEPBBIM MONABIIMMCS U... OKa3bIBAETCS
3aech. B cBOéM BpeMeHHOM mpucTaHuine. [lake B MHCTUTYTCKHE TO/Ibl €€ )KU3Hb He Oblla CTOJb pa3-
HOOOpa3Ha M yBJIeKaTebHa.

Uro k. Anuca orsiienack. KomHara Obuta mpoctopHast. [leByika cama cebe ynbiOHy1achk. OHa,
KOHEYHO, He Jymasia, 4to Hukiac nocesuT e€ B KaMOpKY, HO M TaKOTO BEJIMKOJIENUSI HE OXKUAANIA.
CnanbHs ObUT IIMKApHA, AaXKe CIUIITKOM. BO3MOXKHO, OHa MOAXOMIIa TepIIOTMHE KaKOM, HY UM Map-

40



K. A. Crepnenko. «HeBecra u3 ckjiena»

KM3e, HO HUKaK He MPOCTOM JIEBYIIKE C 3eMiId. AJjrica 3a cebs He BOMHOBajach. K pockomm oHa
MPUBBIKHET OBICTPO.

KpoBatb pazmepa KMHIcaii3 ropio pacrojioKuIach y AajdbHel CTeHbI, 3aHMMast YeTBEPTh KOM-
Hatbl. Pa3zOexaBmmck, Anvca MphIrHy/ia Ha MyHIMCTYI0 iepuHy. Tak U aymania — cama MSTKOCTb U
HEKHOCTb. TSKENBIN 30I0TUCTBIN TOJIOT MPSITA JIOKE B CBOEH TEHU, Japs jKeJaHHYIO TIPUBATHOCTb.
Mo ObUT BBICTIIAH HECKOMBKMMU MYIIMCTHIMUA KOBPAaMH TEIUIBIX OTTEHKOB. Criacu0o0, 4To He MIKY-
pamu. Takoe 60raTcTBO eBa JI MOIJIO MOHPABUThHCS. CTEHbl KOMHATHI, OOTSIHYTHIE IETKOBOM 3eie-
HOBATOW TKaHBIO, YKpaIlasl BHIOUTHIN 30710TOM pUCYHOK. O4eHb CTHIBHO. [laxke cTpallHO MogyMarh,
CKOJIBKO K€ CTOMJIa 0OCTaHOBKA KOMHAThL. OnpenenéHHo, X031H JJoMa He ObLT CKYIIIIOM.

Y 3aKpBITOrO TUIOTHBIMY IITOPAMH OKHA CTOSLT HEOOJBIIION epeBsIHHBIN cToMK. Ha HEM akky-
PaTHO BO3BBHIIAJACH CTOIKA OEJIOCHEXHBIX JIMCTOB OyMarw W mepbsi ¢ yepHWIaMu. Ha ctyn ObLn
HeOpeKHO OpolIeH TEMHO-CUHHI XajaT. AJrca HeIoyMEHHO MoXJionaia riazamMu. Heckonbko MUHYT
Ha3aj ero 3aeck He Obuio. Vinu 6su1? HaBepHoe, oHa, kak u Hukiac, odeHs ycrana... 3aTo kuBas!
[Nocne noy4eHHOro MmaHca Ha HOBYIO KU3Hb, 1ae BO3IyX CTall... ocoOeHHee. Be€ pasapaxkenue Ha
Huknaca BHe3anHO ucniapuiioch. briarogaps eMy oHa CHOBa TOBOPUT, YJIbIOA€TCsl U XOAUT. 3a CTOMb
OeCIIeHHBIN Jap MOKHO MPOITYCTUTH JTIOOYI0 TPyOOCTh MUMO YIIIel. AJvca ciesasa yOOK A BIOX U
yneiOHynack. HyxHo Oyner emmé pa3 ckazath Hukiiacy ciacu6o 3a BOCKpeleHue, XOTb U ClTydaiHoe.

JleBy1Ka NojIoluia K MbUIA0IIEMY KaMIHY, corpeBasi 3amepaiue pyku. E€ meura. Anmca 060-
’aa oronb. KamuHsel, KOCTphI, cCBeur. B HUX AeByIIKa Bceraa onryIania kakoe-To BoimeocTso. [opsi-
Yee TuIaMsi 3aBOPaKUBAIIO U JAPHIIO CIIOKOWCTBHE.

Ouar ObL1 B MoJITOpa YesoBeyeckux pocra. OH ObLT OONUIIOBAH TIPUPOIHBIM, TUIOXO 00pado-
TaHHBIM KaMHEM, HO MOHSATHO OBUIO Cpa3y, UYTO KOPIIEIH HaJl ero co3/1aHneM He ofuH Mecsil. Cpazy
e TMOBESUI0 CpeJHEBEKOBbEM. VIHTEpeCcHO, CKOJIBbKO JIeT 3ToMy oMy ? OT KaMHHa CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE
xapue. Hacrosmuii ucnonusa. HaBepHoe, 3MMBbI 371eCh CHEXHBIE U CypOBBIE. 3aCTaHEeT JIM OHA XOJI0/a,
WM HAJIOCIJTBYIO TOCTBIO OTIIPABAT BOCBOSICH, OBUIO HE SICHO.

B o61iem, cianbHs OKazaiach He Tak YK M 1ioxa. HecKombKo Mojyiok ¢ KHUramMu, OyKeT 1IBETOB
Ha CTOJIe, YIOTHOE KPec/Io-KaJalka y KaMUHA U Byallsl — Oe3KM3HEHHAss KOMHATa CTaHET JIIOOMMbBIM
THE3/IBILIKOM.

— HyxHo Obl BaHHYIO HAlTH. .. — BCIyX paccyxkaana Amca. — Kak xke st Huka-to He paccrpo-
cuia o tyasnere? Hazeoch, IMBUIM3ALIMS TOTO BOMIIEOHOTO MEpa JIOIUIA 10 KaHaIu3alun, — Arca
BO3HEC/Ia MOJIUTBY HEM3BECTHBIM €l 6oram 3Toro Mupa. — TobKo Obl HE MPHUIILUIOCH TUCATh B TIPH-
KpOBaTHBII rOPLIOK !

K coxanenuio, mkacg B KOMHATE OTCYTCTBOBAJI, @ 9TO 3HAUUT, YTO MPUAETCS MEHSTh BUIbHYIO
OZIEKKY Ha Yel-TO 3a0BITHIN XaJiaT. XOTeJOCh BEPUTh, YTO OH HOBBIi, a HE 3a0bIT OJHOW U3 TIOIPYKEK
Huknaca. A, yauThiBasi BHEIIHOCTh KOJIYHA, TAKOBBIX HABEpHSIKA ObUIO OeCUMCIeHHOE MHOKECTBO.

[Nomo#ast k cTyny, AEBYIIKA B3sj1a B PyKH IIEIKOBBIN NeHbloap. TkaHb Obuta 6ecrioqoOoHoN —
HEKHOU U JIETKOH.

— Tak. I'me xe uckatp BaHHyI0? — AJca HEXOTs MPE/ICTaBUIa, Kak OyJeT IUTyTaTh M0 TEMHBIM
KOpHIOpaM B TOMCKax yoopHou. Cer-To B nmome Huka Obi1, BuauMo, non 3amperoM. — Yeépr! —
JEBYIIKA PAaCKpbUIa POT OT YAUBJICHUsI, MOMSATUBIIKCH K ocTeu. Ckopee Bcero, e€ ri1asa 10 CUX Mop
He MUY B ceds mocye HeaBHel cMepTr. M160 Kak enié MOKHO OOBSICHUTD, YTO JI0 9TOTO MOMEHTa
OHAa COBEPIIEHHO He 3aMeyasia MaCCUBHYIO IBEPb, MUPHO MPUTAUBIIYIOCS B TEHH KaMHHA.

— Pa3 yx 910 MOsI KOMHaTa, 3HAaUUT MHE MOXHO Be3[ie, — MprodopuiIa ceOsl IeByIKa 1 Mpu-
Onusuiack K 3areprtoil Asepu. [locTydaB Ha BCsAKMIA ciydaid, Ajmca paspenia cede BouTH. — Jla
YTO ke 3TO 3a HaracTh? ['ie cBeT? — 0OMKEeHHO CeToBaJIa JeBYIIKA, BO3BPAIAsCh B CHAJIBHIO 32 CBe-
yoii. [Ioka oHa He y3HaeT, YTO CKpbIBAET 3a COOOM /IBEPb, YCHYTh TOYHO He Moay4uTcs. Be€ xe ato
JI0OM HeKpoMaHTa. Bapyr tam sexoure MeptBsikoB? K Tomy ke BCE emme Terumiach HaJiexaa, uro
9Ta TaiiHas KOMHATa M OKaxercsl BaHHOW. HepBHO mocMmeunBasich, Ajca BHOBb OTBOpHWJIA JIBEPH B
HEU3BeIaHHOE.
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— Yt0 32 4E€PT? — NHOMUPSHKA J1a)Ke UKHYJIA OT YAUBJICHHUS.

Komnara cusiia 1o pesu B mazax. JeByiika, nrypsice, 3aayna ceedy. OIHON pyKoi IpUKpbIBasi
71432, OHa BTOPOU IIapHJIa MO CTEHE B MOMCKAX BBIKJIOYATESI.

— l'ocrionu 61 Boske! §1 ceituac ocnernny! — B cepaiiax BOCKJIMKHY/Ia AJjMca U OMKHYJIa, KOrjaa
B KOMHaTe BOIApUJiICs KOM(OPTHBINA NOMyMpak. Tak-Tak, 3JIeKTpUIECTBO pearrpyeT Ha KOMaH/IbI. . .
Vixe uro-to. Teneps eit Hu Kk yemy 3aHyna Hukmnac. Jlom oHa CMOXeT OocBeIaTh U 0e3 ero HaTyKHOU
TTOMOIIH.

[NMomerieHvie, K BeJIMKON pajjOCTH, OKa3aJI0Cch HeOObINoW yoopHoU. [Tocpean MpaMOpHOIi BaH-
HOM KOMHATHI CTOs/Ia BHYIIMTEIbHAsI JepeBsiHHasA Oajibsi. AJMca ¢ M3yMJICHMEM paccMaTpHBaja
BBIPE3aHHbIC HA HEW AMKOBMHHBIE CUMBOJIBL. [lony BOMeOHUKY TBOPWIM 3Ty KpacoTy. Ciuikom
UCKYyCeH ObLT pUCYHOK. UTOOBI MonacTh B HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO, CJIAJIKO MAXHYIIYI0 MO KEBEIbHUKOM
BaHHY, HY)KHO OBbLJIO MOIHSATHCS MO Y3KUM, BHICEUEHHBIM M3 KaMHsI CTyIEHsIM. AJTca JOTPOHYJIACh
1o onnoit. Térbie. OHa MoAoIUIa K pe3HOU AepEBSHHON IIIMPME, CTOSIBILIEH B YTy KOMHATHI. 3a Het
ObLT crIpsiTaH HEOOJIBIION KAMEHHbII YHUTA3.

— Vpa! — Bo3nmmKoBasa AeByIIKa, OOHSIB ce0si OT pajocTu pykamu. He mpuaércs odneryarscst
B I'OPIIOK. TO JIM HE cYacTbe?

C Kaxm0il MUHYTOM B KOMHATe CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE jayiHee. BricTpo cOpocuB ¢ ceds TuiaThe,
JeByIKa 3a0panack B 0anpio. M-nma. Bo3myxom He momoenbesi. Uto nanbire nenats? Kpana Hure
BU/IHO He ObUIO, KaK ¥ AyIia. 3aTo Mo BCeMY MEepUMETPY BaHHBI CBEPKAJIM Pa3HOLIBETHbIE KAMHH.
Campblii KpyHHBIF ObUT ¢ €€ KyJlak 1 HanomuHa onail. Hy, Mup BonmeOHbIH, Oblia HU OblTa. Anrca
OCTOPOXHO TIOIJIAIUJIa KaMEeHb, a TIOTOM Haskajla Ha ero CepevHy.

Heenomo oTkyzaa B3siBIIasicsi BOJa HavasIa 3aroaHATh 6aapio. [Ipo3pauHast sKUIKOCTb KPyKHIa
HECKOJIbKUMH BOIOBOPOTAMHU, MTPUSATHO IEKOYa HOTH. BOJIBI CTAaHOBMIIOCH BCE OOJBIIIE.

— Kiacc! — Anica pasBe uto He 3axJjionasa B JIaIou. JIeByiika Haxkasia Ha KpynHbiid pyous. C
I'POMKHUM XJTIOTIOM YTO-TO BBICKOUMJIO 32 e€ criuHoi. [lepenyrano aépHyBIIUCh, Ayca 0OepHYIach.
Bomnme6HbIlt KaMeHb BHIJAJT €l yIOOHOE JIepeBAHHOE KPEecio, BO3BHIIIAIONIEEeCs Hall BOJIOW B caMoi
cepenuHe OaJIbu.

— 3TO CJMIIKOM XOPOIIIO, YTOOBI OBITh MPABIOK. .. — AJIFICa HA MHT 3aMepJia, KOTjia XOJoIHas
y€pHasl MbICJIb 3MEEN 3amo3ia B €€ MbIc. MokeT, OHa U He oxkuBasia BoBce? Bapyr Bc€ ato mpo-
MCXOIMT B 3arpoOHOM Mupe? — XOTs HeT, — BCIIYX YCIOKOMIa ceOsl ieBylIka. — it afga Cimikom
XOpOIIIO, &, YYUTHIBAS TAIKUN HPAB XO35MHA 3aMKa, IJIs1 Pasi CIIUIIKOM TUIOXO.

PemmB, 4to Ha ceromHs SKCMEPUMEHTOB ¢ KaMHSIMHU JOCTaTOYHO, AJHca cejla B yIoOHOe
kpecno. Hano sxe, BeIpe3aHo Kak pa3 mof e€ nomny. Bosie kpast 6aabi HEOXKUIAHHO OOHAPYKHUIICS
CTOJIMK, 3arOJTHEHHBIN BCEBO3MOXHBIMU CKJISTHKaMH, OaHKaMu U OyThUIKaMu. PaccmarpuBarh Koc-
METUKY cujl He Obu10. CMepTeIbHO XOTeNOCh €CTh U crarh. ONpeenuB MaMITyHb, JeBYIIKa ObICTPO
BBIMBUIACH U BBUIE3/IA U3 BOIBI.

«Hyorcno 3aempa nounmepecosamucsi, Kax 600y cau8amu», —3¢BHYB, ogymaia Anuca. Hacyxo
BBITEpEB ce0s1 OrPOMHBIM O€JIbIM TIOJIOTEHIIEM, JEBYIIKA MOAOINUIA K BUCEBIIIEMY Ha IBEPH XaJaTy U
OmaronapHo yabiOHynack. HaBepHsika ero B mogapok octaBui Hukiiac. XoTh KOJIIYH | yapas, BCE ke
no3adoruiics o e€ komdopre. [TogHsaB HeBecoMylo TKaHb, Anrca octonoeHena. Her, ecrm Beg Oyner
MPOJOJIKATLCS B TOM XKe JyXe, MOKHO U B CTaTylo MpeBpatuthesi. Kpyrom crutommssie uygeca. [lox
XaJIaToOM JIeBYIIIKa OOHApYKMJIa HOYHYIO pyOaliKy U3 TOHYAWIIero kpyxesra. OHa JTIOOOBHO JOTPO-
HYJIACh 10 MATKOHM TKaHH, TIOIUBHBIINCH 3aTEMIMBOMY 30JI0TOMY Y30pY, UTO OIUIETasl BOPOT, MO0
Y pyKaBa pyOallku.

— Kpacora! — pesomupoBana Anmca, obnavasice B nogapok. Copouka cujena Ha Hell Kak
BJIUTAs], BBITOAHO MOMUEPKMBast U3ANIHYI0 (urypy. — Cniacudo! — KpuKHyJIa OHa, HaJesiCh, UTO JIO
Huxknaca moinér e€ GraronapHoCTb.

3amMOTaB MOKpbIE BOJIOCHI B CyXO€ TOJIOTEHIIE, IEBYIITKA BOIILIA B CHIAJIBHIO.

— 310 *ke... Kak xe... HeBeposTHO.
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[MpuxaB pyku K cepaily, AeBYIIIKa C yIIOSHHEM B3UpaJia Ha MpeodpakeHrne e€ KUIUIIA.

3a OKHOM BOBCIO IJApCTBOBAJ JIEHb, YTO MOKHO OBLIO MOHATH MO SIPKUM TTOJIOCKaM CBETa, Mpo-
OVBABIIMMCSI MEXY TSDKENBIX rapauH. Ho B koMHaTe BCE el ropein HecKobKo cBevel. Biaronaps
’KapKO MBIIIYIIEMY KaMUHY ObLJIO OUeHb Teruio. Terepp BO3/ie KPOBATH CTOSLT BHYIIUTEIbHbIN IIKa(
13 KpacHoro JiepeBa. Ero aBepiipl ObUIM HEMHOTO MTPUOTKPBITH, JEMOHCTPHUPYS TOJIKH, 3a0UTHIe pa3-
HOOOpasHo# ofesx1ou. [IpusiTHO 00paoBaIM JBE MPUKPOBATHBIE TYMOOYKH, HA OJHOW U3 KOTOPBIX
JIe’KaJTl HeCKOJIBKO TYXJIBIX KHUT B 30JIOUEHBIX 00IOKKax. Ha BTopoi, B OMPI030BOIi ITy3aToii Base,
cTOs11 OyKeT OeJIOCHEXHBIX IIBETOB. [IyIrcTbie Oy TOHBI ICTOYAITH HEXKHBIM apOMaT MMOHOB U UPUCOB.
Adnmca riryOOKO BIOXHYJIa HEXKHOE OaroyxaHue pacTeHuid. ITo Jid He uyao?

JleByika 3a0pajiach Ha BBICOKYIO MocTesb. CKONB3HYB MO TSKENOE Ofesio, OHa yraja Ha
00JTaYHO-MATKUE TMOAYIIKY. HakOHEN-TO 3TOT My4YHMTENbHO-I0ITUIA JeHb MOJOIMIEN K KOHIy. Yike
3ackinasi, Anmca Opocuiia MPOIIATbHBINA B3IJISA HA OTOHb, M OT YBHICHHOTO CJIeTeN Bech COH. Mor-
HUEHOCHO COCKOYMB C KPOBATH, JIEBYIIIKA Mog0ekaia K KaMUHy.

Bo3sne kaMeHHOro, apKo THUIAIOIIEr0 MUCTIONHMHA ClIeTKa TOKAYMBAJIOCh MACCUBHOE KPECTIO.
CupieHbe POCKOIIHONM MeOesTr ObLIO 3aChIIaHO NMECTPHIMU MOAYIIKaMU. 3a0bIB 00 OT/bIXe, AJHca ¢
HOramu 3a0paJiach Ha MSITKOE KPecsio, Heach B TeIUie oyara. Y camoro yxa pasiajics MeJOIUIHbII
niepe3BoH. JleByIlKa, yxe He YIUBIISISICh TBOPUBILIEMYCS BOKPYT BOJIIEOCTBY, oOepHy/ach. Bosne
MOJJIOKOTHUKA MPUMOCTHIICA KpOXOTHI)Iﬁ CTEKJISSHHBIN CTOJIMK Ha N3AMIHbIX HOXKaX. HGBI/IIII/IMHﬁ
OnarozieTesib IOCaJ el OOMBIIYI0 KPYXKKY ell€ JbIMSIIErocsi Kakao U TapesiKy, MOJHYI0 MECOYHOTO
TMIEYCHBS C OPEXaMH.

BssiB B pyku vaniky, Anvca mpuctajibHO e€ ocMoTpena. Be€ no 6011 HanmoMuHao MyabThUIbM
«Kpacasuna 1 Yynosuime*». He xBatano Toibko, YTOOBI MOCYJa Havyasia MeTh BO BpeMsl NEPBOrO
r1oTka. OCTOpOKHO MOAHECs YallKy K rydam, Asrca nonpo0oBaia rycTol HamMTOK M 3aCTOHANA OT
ynoBosnbeTBUsL. Kakao ObUT B Mepy HEKHBIM, HO CJIAAKUM, C JIETKMM apOMaTOM KOPHIIBI ¥ TEPITKOCTHIO
TOPBKOTO IOKOJIAMA.

— Cnacu6o! — neByiika ornpasmia HuKy cBow HCKpeHHIO OnaromapHocTh. Beap KTo emnié mor
OKyTaTh e€ Takoi 3a0otoi? Hano ke, ka3ajics TakuM OyKOM, a Ha CAMOM JieJie — TOCTeIIPUUMHAs
JIaroyka.

Pasmopénnas Anuca cienana eme ouH OOJBIION IIOTOK KaKao U OTKYCHJIa KYyCOYEK MeYeHbsI.
Paccroimuaras CJIaJOCTh TadJjia BO PTY. HpI/IKOH‘H/IB BCIO Tap€JIKY BBIIICYKH, Anmca cHTo MOTAHYJIACh.
— Tenepb 1 cIaTOUKM MOKHO, — COOOIIMIA cama ceOe JeBYIIKa U MOIJIeach B TIOCTeb.

[TpoBanuBasick B riTyOOKMIA COH, yTOMJIEHHAsI AJTHCa TIOHSIIA, YTO Jae He BCIIOMHUIIA 32 Cero-
JOHSAIIHUYT IeHb HU MPEKHIOK KW3Hb, HU OBIBIIIETO BO3TIOOJIEHHOTO.

keksk

B niepBblii pa3 Asuca mpocHyJach OT HEMPUSATHOM TOITHOTHI, Oblollerics B paiioHe ropia. Hane-
sICh, YTO BPEIHBIA HEKPOMAHT He PelIul €€ OTPaBUTh, AEBYIIKA Clieslajia HECKOJIBKO TIIyOOKUX BO-
xoB. He momoriio. K npoTuBHO# TolHOTE 100aBMIachk 3yasinast 0oib B rojoe. Yto 3a u€pr?

[opruts nmymiecTBo Hukiaca He X0Tesoch, Mo3ToMy AJtica BeTajla Ha ApoXaliue HOTH, CTa-
pasich JIOHECTH COIECPKMMOE JKelTyaKa 10 yoopHoi. Crenas 1ar, AeByIIKa HEJIOBKO yIajia Ha KOJICHH.
Cun uaru He ObUT0. CBEpHYBIIUCH KAJTAYMKOM Ha TEMJIOM KOBpE, JEBYIIIKA Pa3MEPEHHO [IBIINIAIA,
CTapasichb YCIIOKOUTh CBOE MATEXHOE Teso. Bembliika roinoBHoy 001, 1 Avca poBajiniiach B o4e-
peaHoe BocnoMUHaHe Mepbl.

«Bedbma cudena 6 nézkom 1a8aHO080M naamve, NPAUACL 8 MeHU packuoucmozo depesa. Ona
YCEPOHO WMYOUPOBANA MOACIYIO KHUZY, YMO-MO 3aNUCHIBAS. 8 NOMPENAHHDBIL OLOKHOM.

— Kax otce mHe cnacmu Opyaux Oedyuuex, ecau s He 8 CUNAX NOMOUb 0axce Camoli cebe? — paccep-
arcenHas Mepa 3axycuna 2yoy. Omopocus 6ecnones3nyio KHuzy, 0e8yutka npuXcana aeosiHvle Aa0OHU
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K noKpacHesuum 2nazam. — I 0e sce mHe Hatimu nooxoosiwezo 0golinuka? A nocelnana 306 npaxmis-
uecKU no 8Cem MUPAM, HO POOCMBEHHAS CUAA He OomKauKkaemcst, — Mepa edea coepicusana caézol.

Anuca xomv U NOHUMAAA, YMO €€ HUKMO He 8UOUN, HO 8CE JHce NONSIMUAACH ON HEPEHOLL
8e0bMbl, pyeasuielicst 8 nycmomy. A nomom eopye yeuoenda ezo — KPOXOmHoe NYUUCOoe CO30aHUe
8acunbk06020 usema. Manernvkuti, ynumauHwlli KOMOK nyxa 0bla eoea au 6oaviue koméuka. Mopoou-
KOl OH Obl NOXOJHC HA KPOAUKA, HO 60N YL UMEN BNOAHE ceDe KOUAaubU. ANUCa YMUASIAACL 36€Pb-
KOM, NOOX00s1 K HeMy 8CE baudice.

Paccmampuesas 3mo cmparHoe uyoo, OHA ¢ YOUBNEHUEM NOHSAA, YMO HCUBOMUHKA-TNO BNOAHE
cebe pasymHas. 36epék COKPYUEHHO Kauan 2010601, cayuwas Mepy. On Hemoponauso nepeoupan
WEPCMKY Hd... 08yx ceoux xeocmax. Huuezo cebe! Anuca youenénno xaonana znazamu, 3a0ui8, 4mo
HAXO0OUMCSL 8 UYHCOM BUOCHUU.

— Canu... Hy, nomozu! B kakom mupe mol ewsé He uckau? — oHa nozaaouna Ao0UMud no wen-
Ko8ucmoti maxyuixe. — Bpemeru coscem mano. Budenusi o moeti cmepmu npecaedyrom Kancoblii Oetb.
Tenu oviwam 6 cnuny. A npakmuuecku caviuly ux 31080HHOe OvixaHue, — Mepa, onycmusuwiucs Ha
KONEHU, PACNAAKANACD.

Anuca npuspauroli pyxkoii nozaaouna ceoezo 08olHuKa no zonoee. Cepoue paspuléanocs om
arcanocmu Kk naauyuieti 6edbme. Mepa Obina 00HOBPEMEHHO NOXOHCA HA HEE, HO 8 MO Jice 8PeMst OMAU-
uanace. Aauca HUK020a He CYMyAUAAChb, He 2080PUNA MAK NOPLIBUCMO U XPUNAO, HUKO20A He 0ép-
2anacb om Kaxcoozo wopoxa. Hx sxcusno ovina coeeputenHo pasnou. «Haoderocw, u cmepmo 6yoem
OMAUUAMBCSL», — 80pYe NOOYMANA Oe8YUIKA.

Tem spemerem Canu nOOHAACS HA 3A0HUE NANKU U 3ANUXHYA 8 PO 0uepeoHoll opex. TIpukpvie
21A3KU-OYCUHKU, OH NPUHIOXAACS U, NOKPYMUBUIUCH HA Mecme, 8binatonyn naod. Ho opex ne ynan
Ha 3emar0. 3a8UCHYS 8 8030yXe, KAK 8 2YCIMOM dicene, Opeutek Hauan aKkmueHo pacmu, NoKa He npe-
8PaAMuUACs 8 MEMHOE NPO3PAUHO-CUHee nsimHo. Ewé cekynoa, u na e2o mecme nosi8unoce okpyznoe
cepebpsiHoe 3epKano. Mepa 3a60poXiCcEHHO YCMAUNACH HA NEPEAUBAIOUYIOCSL NOBEPXHOCTTb, HANOMU-
Haguyro 21a0b 800bl. CNé3bl MOMEHMANLHO 8bICOXAU, KO20A 0e8YUKA BCKOMUNA HA HOZU.

—Canu... Tol Hawen ewyé 00HY. .. Moii manviw odumblli, cnacubdo, — Mepa paccmesinace, npu-
JHCUMASL 36€PLKA K 2PYOU.

Anuca, MyuuMas 1M0OONBIMCMBOM, MOXce NOOOUAA K 80nueOHOMY 3epKany. OCmanoBUSUUCY
3a CNUHOUL MUKYIOWell 6e0bMbl, OHA 3A2ASHYAA 8 CMPAHHOe OKHO U yeudend... ceos. He Osoiinuka, He
K020-Mo NOX0JCe20, A UMEHHO camy ceOsi... napy Heoeav Ha3do.

Anuca cudena Ha pabome, NOCMYKUBASE NAALUAMU NO Kadsuamype Komnviomepd. 3a OKHOM
wén cree. bvino xon00H0 dadxce 6 ogpuce. OHa HEMOPONAUBO NOMSUBANA KPACHOE 8UHO. Bcé jice ecmu
C80U NAIOCHL 8 OpYdHCOE C OUPEKMOPOM U NO30HeM Yyxode domoli. Hukmo ne mewaem Hu pabomamo,
HU HACAAHCOAMBCS NPSIHLIM HANUMKOM. [le8yuKa MeAaHXoNuuHo Haoa0ana 3a npblea8uumMu Ha
9Kpare yugpamu.

Anuca, cmosisuast 6ozne Mepwi, obxeamuna cebsi pykamu, omcmynas. Bom mom momenm,
K020a eli 8bIHeCAU NPUzogop. Imomy Habopy 60KAN08 He ObLNO U Mecaud. SHAUUM, 8Ce20 HECKONbKO
Hedenb HA3a0 MO HeAeNnblli KOMOK NYXa MKHYA 8 Heé CBOUM OPEXOM, MEHSIS PAZMEPEHHYIO HCU3HD
Hagcezoa. Ipoxasimue! Tenepv 3aKkpadvléanacs Mblcab, OblAA AU €€ CMEPMb CAYUATIHOCHIBIO, UL BCE
MO NOMPACAOUULL NAAH OOHAZe8Uell napouKu?

B smom momenm, ne gedast mepzanuii Aaucet, Mepa noonsina kuuey. bvicmpo umo-mo 3anena
HA HENOHSIMHOM sI3blKe.

Jesywixa 6 ompadsicenuu OEpHYAACH, NPOAUE HECKONBKO KANeAb BUHA HA 204001 caumep.

— Yeépm! — Aauca u3 npoutnozo Hed080AbHO NOOHANACL U3-3a cmoad. Base é pyku erasxcryro
cangpemky, oHa OMMSHYAA C8Umep, Ymodbl HAMu pYouHo8ble KANAU, HO OM HUX He OCMANOCL U
creda. — Taxk, Ha cez00Hst ¢ pabomoii nokoHueHo. Buoicy, uezo Hem, — 0e8YWKA C 2AYXUM UWENUKOM
3axnonHyaa HoymoyK. Bumecme co 36yKom ucuezno u eonuebHoe 3epKano.
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Tpuces na msiekyro mpasy, Aauca 3ax3cmypuna 2nasd, eosa coepxcueas 8 cede ucmepuxy. Ona
NOMHUNA SMON MOMEHM, HO He NPUOANa emy 3HAYEHUSL. .. mozod. Imo Ovira Hedeast omuemos. Tozoa
Mo210 npusudemucsi 6cé Ha ceéeme. M npoaumoe 6UHO 0bl10 MeHbuuM u3 304. Ho okazanoce, ecé
ObLI0 NO-HACMOSIUEMY.

Mepa s#ce, padocmmo eons, kpysxcunacey Ha mecme. I[lepuoouuecku oHa xeamana Ha pYKU 6HOBb
JHCYIOUe20 36ePbKa U PACUeN08b18A.NA HEO0BONLHO20 NAPA3UMAL.

— 9mo ona, Canu! U 20e mot e¢ namau? B Kpazoce! Kmo 61 moz nodymame, umo 6 makoii
AU Hac oyoem Hcoamo HYHCHbLI 080UHUK 7! — OYyOmo 3a0b18 Npo cOOCMBEHHYIO CMePb, 0e8YUKA
paccmesinaco. — Hyorcro nonpocums nomowgu pexkmopa Ooxara. OOHOI MHe Oyuly He nepemecmuma.
A on mouro nomodicem.

Mepa, omeepHysuiucoe om 00peuénHo cudesuteli AaUcol, NOCNEWUNA 8 OOM».

keksk

Anmca otkpsUta miaza. OHa JIpoxkaia BCeM TeJIoM, JIEKa Ha CThUIOM Tony. Jlaxe rycroit Bopc
KOBpa He Criacaj OT MPOHU3BIBAIOIIETo XoJ0a. [eByIIKa pasriisaplBaia JISMHUHY Ha IOTOJIKE, OOPSICh
co crnie3amu. He xoTesioch, KOHEUHO, OBITh STOMCTKOM, CTABAIIEH CBOIO KU3Hb BHIIIE APYTUX, HO 3TO
He e€ MUp, He e€ BOIHA, HEe €€ BEe/IbMBI.

— YEpT... — Anmnca OCTOPOKHO MPHITOAHSIIACH, Nlepedupasch B Teruio nocrend. Kak ternepb
XKUTb C MPABJOM, YTO el OTKpbuIack? CHavyama oHa OECKOHEUHO Oarogapuiia CUIIbI, 4TO MOAPUIIH el
BTOPYIO ’KM3Hb, 4 TENIEPD MOJIyYAETCs, YTO MEPBYIO y HEE NMPOCTO OTHsIM. — HyKHO BCE pacckazaThb
Huxknacy... — npomenrana IeByllka, najias B COH.

CnoBHO CKBO3b BaTy AJmvca ClbllIaja IPUNTYIIEHHBIE TOI0Ca, HE 3aMOJIKAIOLIME HU Ha MUT.
Omna ycepHO Jepikaiia rjla3a 3aKpbIThIMU, CTApasiCh HE YIYCTUTb YCKOJb3AIOLIMUII COH.

— K70 3T0? — HEI0BOJIbHBII KEHCKUI TOJIOC MPOIIEIECTEN Y CaMOro yXa.

— INouém mue 3Hath? $1 B GarHe ObLT, — MyXX4YMHA ObLT SIBHO paccepkeH. — A Thl HAaBepHSIKa
MPOXJIaXk/IaIach B CBOEM cafy, Oe3nenbHuiia. Bot BeE u ymycruna!

Anuvca pa3apax€HHO pasjienuia CHayala OUH I71a3, IOTOM BTOPOHM M YCTaBUJIACh Ha HEIPO-
IIeHHBIX rocteid. Kora sxe aeByIika oco3Hasa, 4to OOJIbIIIe He CIINT, TyIIepa3gpaIoNIHii KPUK 3acTa-
BWJI 3aMOK B3JPOTHYTb.

— Hu-u-uxk!!
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I'naBa 9. Cembsa

Huk npocHyrcst B XOIOAHOM TOTY € T'YJKO OblorumMcs cepaueM. [lannka caaimiBaia ropio,
a UHCTUHKTBI PUKa3bIBAJIM O€kKaTb.

OTKUHYB 0f1es1710, HEKPOMAHT MPUIIOJHSIICA Ha JIOKTSAX. B yIax HenmpusTHO LIymeso, a Tpe-
BOra Kpenko Omiack B Tpyau. Yto Morio ero pa3oyauts? [len ¢ Matepblo ObUTH CIIMIIIKOM TUXHU U
OCTOpPOXHBI. Ec/i OHM 1 pyrayiuck, T Aenanu 3T0 B JaJIbHEM KpbUle, OTKYAA 3BYK ME€PENaKu He MOT
TMOMacTh B ero KoMHary. K ToMmy e OHM HU 32 4TO He cTaiy Obl IOTHUMATh CBOETO OTIPHICKA, 1a0bl
O4epeHON CKaHJal He coTpsical cTeHbl 3amka. [Ipuciyru Het. Bee oy eme HecKobKo AecsATH-
JIeTUIA Ha3aJ MOKUHYJIM JOM. Tak YTo e MOIJIO CIy4uThCs?

Huk npusér o6patHo, cTupas KarJy 1oTa, BBICTYMBIINE Ha BUCKaX. MoxeT, yMepTBHE Kakoe
BJIe3710 K HeMy? Ho oM To4HO He mo3BOJIII Obl TAKOMY CITy4unThesl. PasBe uTo. ..

— Anmca! — B30y10pakeHHBIN MyKUMHA BCKOYMJI C KpOBaTH. XPYIIKasi, HeJaBHO BOCKPEILIEHHAS
Be/ibMa 0e3 CuJl B IOMe, MIOJTHOM Maruu U HeyrnoKoeHHbIX Ayil. Kak e oH Mor 3a0biTh O JeByLIKe?
HagepHoe, e€ cTpax u pa30Oyani HeKpoMaHTa. Kak HU yAMBUTENIBHO, HO Cyp0a MHOMUPSHKY OblIa
eMy HeOe3pa3InyHa.

HaOpocuB ENKOBBII Xas1aT, My K4rMHa BBICKOUWII U3 CBOeH criasibHU. CiesiaB HECKOJIBKO I11aroB,
Huknac ¢ npokasTUsAMA BCHOMHMUJI, YTO OH KOJIyH. OTKpbIB MOPTAJ B CHAJIBHIO IEBYLLIKHU, OH YXKe
yepe3 MTHOBEHUe OKasalics y e€ kpoBat. Ho, K JieneHsiiemMy yxacy, HalTi AJMcy He CMOT.

— Huknac. .. — gpoaruii rojioc AeBYIIKY pa3[alicst U3-3a IUIOTHOW TKaHM OasiiaxiHa. AJica
CTOsJIa Ha TIOCTEJM, MPYKMMAsCh K cTeHe. OHa Tpsiciiach OT CTpaxa, 0osich meoxHyThcsl. Huk, yBu-
JI€B yKac B IIUPOKO PaCKPBITHIX I71a3aX, MPOTSAHYJI JEBYIIIKE PYKY.

«Y0v10! — ybCUPOBAJIO €r0 CO3HAHUE. — YObl0 1100020>.

Anuca 1opkHyaa B cropoHy Hukimaca. CXBaTMB MyXUMHY 32 IPEIJIOKEHHYIO JIaJOHb, OHA
CITPBITHYJIa C BBICOKOHM KpOBaTH, OBICTPO Mpsiyach B €ro TeHu. [leBymika Kkpenko ooHsuia Huka, mpax-
THUYECKU BIleyaThiBasi ceOsl B €ro MIMPOKYIO CIUHY. AJMca TPSCIach TaK, YTO HEKPOMAHTY ObLI CJIbI-
IIeH CTYK €€ 3yO0B, OMBIIMXCS JPYT O JIpyra.

— UYro ¢ To60#? — HukJ1ac 0cTOpOXKHO MEepeMecTH1 JEBYIIIKY BIEpEN, OOHMMast XPYIIKOe TeIo.
V06paB e€ BCKJIOKOYEHHBIE BOJIOCHI C JIMLIA, OH MTPOBEN OOMBIIMM MablieM 1o OneaHo mieke. — Tede
MIPUCHUJICS IyPHOW COH, MaJIbIIIKA?

— Huxk! — Anmca enpa mieBesnmia 6enbiMu rydaMu. — YMOIISIIo, He TIOAyMaid, YTo s COIIUIa C yMa.
Ho... s Buaena. .. — AeByIKa BCXJIMITHYJIA, — IPU3PAKOB. .. 1 KissHych Tebe. Onu pyramvch. Ha mens,
Ha TeOs, Ha JIOM, a IOTOM HayaJlid CCOPUTHLCS MEXy COOOM M Mcuesu, — Auca paciiakaiach. — 51
craTuiaa, aa? 1o nodouHslil a¢gdext cmeptn? Ckaxu MHe npapay! IT1o ke MHU30(ppeHus. . .

— Mepa! — rpyGee, 4em XOTeJIOCh, OKJIMKHYJ JIeByIIKY HuK m XoporieHbKo BCTpsixHyn. He
XBaTaJo emi¢, YToObl CBOMMH CTPAHHBIMHU CJIOBeYKaMH Asrca ceOst Bblaaia. A B TOM, UTO MPU3PAKU
OB BITOJTHE ce0e peaibHbl, COMHEBATHCS HE IIPUXOAMIIOCH. [ TaBHOE, 4TOOBI OHU ceityac He K Py KU
NOOIM30CTH, kaJHO BIMTHIBAs Kak/10€ MPOU3HECEHHOE AJIMCOM CIOBO. — YcIokoiics. Thl He collia
C yma.

Hukac riryOoKo BIOXHYJ M YAApWIT JIAIOHBIO TTI0 KAMEHHOM CTEHe.

— SIBuTeCh! — ero pokouyIIMil roJI0C 9XOM yAApUiICcsd O KaMEHHbIe CTEeHbl W MPOKATHIICH IO
koMHare. Kazanocs, gaxe BeTep 3a OKHOM IPUTHX.

— fcHo. Tenepb cOATHI ThI, — MpaYyHO cOOOIIIIIa AJMca, MTHOBEHHO B30ozapuBIIuch. He o6pa-
111asi BHUMaHUs Ha pacriaxHyThli Xanar Hukoaca, aeBylika npuxkanach K Topsueil rpyiyd MyKUMHbI
u 3amepia. CXOouTh ¢ yMa, Tak BMeCTe.
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TummwHa crosiia rpodoBasi. HUK1ac HETOPOIIMBO MOIIAXUBAI IEBYIIKY 10 CIIMHE M BOJIOCAM.
Kazanock, HeKpomMaHTa TOke He pa3ipaxkaet nogooHast OIM30CThb. YCIOKOEHHASI MEPHBIM CTYKOM €r0
cepzia, Auca onacjivBO OTKpbLIa OvH a3, OnsaTh oHu!

Boane e€ nocrenu HEBO3MYTHMO KOJIbIXaJlach Mapoyka MpUBUICHUN.

— Huxkuac, nocMotpu Ha KpoBaTh. TOJIBKO OCTOPOXKHO, — MpouienTaia Anuca, npsya JuLo B
CKJIaaKax ero xajara. Ho mpo3paunsle cyiiecTBa HUKaK HE BBIXOJWIN y HEE U3 rojioBbl. [leBymika
3axMypuiiachk nokpemye. Her, Bc€ paBHO nx 00pa3 MeabTENINI Jake CKBO3b 3aKPHIThIE BEKH.

[pu3pak Myxk4rHbI ObUT OOJIEE YEM OUTHTETBHOTO BO3pacTa. CMeso MOKHO ObLIO 1aTh BCE CTO
net. Ctapuk 6bu1 ctateH. OH MMeI JUIMHHBIE CeJIbIe BOJIOCHI JI0 TIOSICHULIBL, CICP;KMBAEMbIE M3SIIITHBIM
oOpydeM Ha rosnoBe. benocHekHble TPsIM MIEBEIMINCh, He MTpeKpalas, Tak 1 HOPOBsI JOTPOHYThCS
10 HE3HAKOMKH.

My:>xurHa ObUT OIET B TEMHO-CUHUIM KaM30J1 C 30JI0THIMH BCTABKAMU M B TOH K HUM Opioku. Ero
KPIOUKOBATBIC TAJTBIIBI TTO-TIAYYbY BIIEMIMIIUCH B YEPHBI KaMEeHb HAOAJIAIHUKA TPOCTU. XMYPSICh,
OH CYpOBO IUIsiie Ha AJIMCY, KOTOpasi MpooJKala CJIMBAThCs B ONHO 1iesoe ¢ Hukom.

Bropsim npriBeeHrem Obliia Monoziast skeHIuHa. [penectaas u nzsniHas. IMeHHO Tak MOKHO
ObLIIO OMKUCAaTh NIeYaIbHYI0 KpacaBuily. E€ mbliHOe, 1IBeTa Creioi BUIIHH, IIaThe TUIOTHO 00Ieraio
CTpOMHYIO (PUTYPY, CIIeTKa PacKIEMMBasACh KHU3Y. VICCHHSA-YE€pHBIe BOIOCH ObUIN 3aIlJIeTEHBI B KOCHI
Y YJIO)KEHbI BOKPYT TOJIOBBI HA MaHep KOpPOHbL. Eif rocThsi TOXe SIBHO HE MPUIILIACH 110 ayine. JKeH-
IIIMHA BHUMATEJIbHO BIJISBIBATIACH B AJIUCY TAKUMH 3HAKOMBIMH CEpeOpUCTO-PTYTHBIMU IJ1a3aMH U
MOPpIIIJIA CBOM M3SIIHBIA HOC. B TOM, Kak OHa JlackoBo cMoTpena Ha Hukiaca, Opu10 4TO-TO TpOra-
TEJIbHOE, TI0-MaTePUHCKU HEXKHOE. AJIMCa CIIIOTHYJIA.

BooOie, npuBuneHnii Anvca cede npeacrapisiia uHade. B e€ BooOOpakeHUM OHU JOJIKHBI
ObUTA OBITH ONEKJIBIMH, Pa3MBITBIMHU, C TEMHBIMU KpyramH TOJ IJ1a3aMH M MAayTUHOW B BOJIOCAX.
[MamsTh 320/HO IOIKKBIBAJIA KAPTUHKH MPU3PAKOB, BUICHHBIX B (pribMax. Pa3Be He TOJKHBI Y HUX
OBITH KPOBOTOUAIIME PaHBI HA IlIee WJIM OTBAJMBAIOIIMECS TONOBBI? YTO HE TakK C 3TUMU IK3EMILIS-
pamu?

[pu3paku y mocrenu easa i OTIMYATUCH OT KUBBIX Jiofel. [1o1 mpaBUIbHBIM yIJIOM BIOJHE
MOXHO OBLJIO U HE 3aMETUTh MX NMPO3PAYHOCTh WM TApPEHKE HaJl MOJIOM.

MEépTBas KeHIIMHA BCE BpeMsl TPUKYCHIBAJIA CBOIO ITyXJIyI0 pyOMHOBO-KPACHYIO TyOy U T0Caj-
JIMBO Kocuiach To Ha Hukiaca, To Ha CBOEro npu3pavyHoOro HalapHUKa.

— Uro 371€Ch MPOMCXOAUT, pa3peIInTe MOMOOONBITCTBOBATh? — Pa3rHEBAHHbBI HEKPOMAHT Opo-
CWUJI CBUPEIIBIN B3IUIsi Ha apouyky. HecMoTpsl Ha CBOIO 3710CTh, OH MPOAOIKAN INIAAUTh AJIHCY IO
BOJIocaM. — UTO BbI 320bLTM B MOEM KpbUIe? — OH MIOHU3KJI TOJIOC [0 IIEMOTa U MPAKTUUYECKU IIUTIeT
M10-3MEUHOMY.

— W K70 %e 3TO TaKasi? — KOJIBIIIYIIUIACS Ha BETPY CTAPUK, UTHOPUPYsSI BOMPOC MYKUMHBI, 38271
cBoil. OH BaXXHO BBHITSTUJI IPYJb U BCKHHYJ OCTPbIA TOTOOPOIOK.

— D710 rocnoxka Mepa, — muposoorBo Hauan Huknac, Beigsuras Amucy Briepén. Hu k yemy
HACTpanBaTh MPU3PAKOB MPOTUB rOCThU. — MBI yursIuch BMecTe B AKageMuu. [IeByika oka3aiach B
ornacHocTH. [103TOMYy Kakoe-To BpeMst OHa TIOKUBET y Hac. .. TaitHo, — no6aBmit Huk, oco6o Bbiiessis
TOCJIE/IHEE CIIOBO.

— ¥ rocnio:xu Mepsl HEeT CBOEro kujuia? — poJoIkajio yIOPCTBOBAaTh BPEJHOE NPUBEACHHE,
OKU/IbIBasI HAJIMEHHBIM B3IJIsiIoM Autncy. — [louemy oHa nocesnuiack B MOéM Jome?

— B tBOEM nOME? — psABKHYII BCE ke BbIme i u3 ceOs Huknac. — Ctapuk, Thi MEPTB yiKe IO
Beka. Jlom Moii. U skxuTh B HEM OyZieT KaxkIblii, KOTO sl TIOKeJIalo 3/1eCh BUIETh. EIlEé HEeMHOTo HeyduTH-
BOCTH B CTOPOHY MOEH T'OCThH, W S TIO INETUYKY MajiblieB 3acyHy TeOs Tak jaaieko B Cambl CeilsiaH,
YTO THI 10 CKOHYAHMSI BEKOB Oy/Ielllb UCKaTh JOPOTY K MpeaKam, — noodemian B3oemeénnsii Hukac.
OH cam He MOHMMAJI, TIOYeMy ero Tak BO3MYTHJIM XeTuHble cyioBa Aeaa. Crapelii BOpYYyH BOOOIIE
HE ’KaJIOBaJl HUKOro HOBoro. HeynuBuTebHO, YTO €ro 3aeiio NosiBjeHue AJHCh. — Maryiika, He
*kenaete Beickazarbesi? Cyis 1Mo BaleMy JIMIy, BaM €CTh UTO JI00aBUTb.
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7KenmmyHa n€pHya M€40M M HEIOBOJIBHO MOKOCHIIACh HA BUHOBHUILY NIEPENoJoxa.

— Jlunib TO, 4TO 5 HAZIEI0Ch, TBOSI IPUATEIbHULIA HE 3aTOCTUTCH. . .

He oOparuB BHUMaHMS Ha OOMIHBIE ClIOBA MaTtepu, Hukiac B3s1 JiesiHyI0 J1aIoHb AJIUCHI B
CBOIO PYKY U YCIIOKAauBaIoOLIe €€ CkKaJl.

— He xotenoch, KOHEYHO, YTOOBI 3HAKOMCTBO OBUIO TakMM CKBepHbIM. Ho 4TO MMmeem, TO
umeeM. Mepa, o3BOJIbTE BaM MPEICTaBUTh MOETO Jefa AKcesa M MaTymky MusieHy. 9To U ecTb MOsl
ceMbs1. Bed, 9TO ocrasace.

Anmca nepecrasia cooOpaxarh MocJie TIepBOro ke pasa, kak Hukiac Ha3zBan OSCIIOTHBINA TyX
MAaTyIIKOW. 3HAYMT, Er0 CEMbs1 — 3TO HECKOJIBKO MOKOMHUKOB? Alica HEpBHO XUXHMKHYJIA. baTiomku,
TaK OHU OYIYT KUTh B 3aMKe OONbIIoN. .. CTpaHHOU cemMbeit?

— Mepa... — Tuxuii rojnoc Huka BBITpSIXHY/T JEBYIIKY U3 OIETIEHEHMSI.

— 3npaBcTBYiTE, — AJlCa 3a4€M-TO CKJIOHWJIA rOJIoBY. IHTEpeCHO, HYKHO JI KJIAHATHCS MPH-
3pauHbIM rocrnogam? — MHe kaiib, 4To sl IOTPEBOKMIIA Ballle yequHeHue. [locrapaioch NOKMHYTH Bac
IIpU NIEPBOM € BO3MOKHOCTH.

— He 3arsaruBaiite, — 4yTbh CIIBIIIHO CKPUIHYJI IPU3PAK MAaTEPH, U OHU C JIEJ0M PacCesTUCh.

Huk HesoBko KanuisiHys1. AJnca, MOHSB, YTO BCE €I1E BUCUT HA HEM, OTCTYIIMJIA HA HECKOJIbKO
111aroB.

— HeoObruHasi y Tebs1 pofiHsl, CKaXy MPSMO, — OIIEJIOMJIEHHO YCMEXHY/IAch AJHca, 3aroHsIsa
HEJIOBKOE MOJIYaHue. — A g elé gymalia, YTo Y MOEro IapHsl MaTh CO CTPAHHOCTSIMM.

— INapens? — Huky He moHpaBUiIcs €€ TOH M yJIbIOKa, TPOMEJIbKHYBIIIAsS HA YCTAJIOM JIUIIE. —
Tak na Kparoce Ha3bIBaIoT Apy3eii?

— Ckopee keHUXOB, — YTOUHMJIA AEBYIIKA. Ayrca 01aropasyMHO pelniia He YIOMHHATh, YTO
OHU C MapKoM KU BMecTe HEeCKOJIbKO JieT. B 3atope HpaBbl Obuti uHBIe. He XoTenoch, 4ToObl
HEKPOMAHT IUIOXO O HeW MoiyMadl.

— Kenunx? 1o nmapa, n1a? Bam n30paHHbIA? — HEKPOMAHT CTApPAJICS IPOIJIOTUTH KOM XKEJTYH,
YTO BCTaJl ONEPEK TOpJia, HO HUKAK HE BBIXOAUJIO.

— W36panHblii. .. — Anica KaluisHy/a, YTo0bl CKphITh cMeX. — [ymaio, uto Het. Ecnu Bcé ke
moOOBb BJPYT MPOXOIUT, 3HAYUT, U He ObUTO e€ BoBce. HacTosimee yyBcTBO HaBcerna. bes cpoka
ronHoctu. Kak cuuraenis?

— Tak xe... — oH 3aMeTHO pacciadwmics. — Ho uctuHHbIX map BcE MeHbine, — HUK 3eBHYy,
MIPUKPBIBAsi POT KyJIakoM. — JlaBaii emme mocnium HeMHOTO. [I0ToM MOKHO BCTPETUTHCS B OMONHOTEKE.
OO6cynum BCE.

— Hagaii. .. Tonbko, Huknac, npoiiy, He yxoau. JIoxkuck co MHOM. §I oueHb Xouy crath, HO MHE
CTpAIIIHO, — BU/Sl COMHEHHMS B TJIa3aX MYKYMHBI, Ajrca ObIcTpo nodaBmia. — KisiHych, mpucraBath
He ctaHy. TBost J0OpoIeTeb OCTaHETC sl He3asATHAHHOM.

— Xoporo, — paccmesicss Hukmac. — Tak yx 1 ObITh, TOBEpsIio TeOe CBOIO YeCTb.

keksk

«Aauca 2nyooKo 800XHYAA ApOMAM HABUCABULE20 HAO Hell Mydcuurbl. Huzkuii cmon yoosons-
CMeUS, BbIPBABUIUCH U3 €€ 20pAA, NPOHECCS NO YIOMHOMY MPAKY OUOAUOMEKU U 3aMEPSACS 8 HOUU.

T'opsiuue 2yowvr Huka yenosanu wiero 0egyiukiy, noKycol8as OCOOEHHO Yy8CmeunienbHvle Mecmd.
Xoms, modcem, oHU CIMAHOBUNUCL MAKOBLIMU, BCIPEUASICH C BAAHCHBIM AZbIKOM MYHCUUHBL.

Ianvybl Aaucol mMmoponaugo paccméUuBany HcemuytcHvle NYeo8UUbl AMAACHOU pYOauKU
Huxknaca. Cropee, ckopee, ckopee. Ecau cuto dice cekyHoy oHa He 00mpOoHemcst 00 80HCOEAEHHOL KOHCU
Huxkaaca, mo npocmo ceopum.

Myorcuuna o0asro cnpasuacs co cemu mecémKamu U eepesoukamu Ha eé naamoe. I[losmomy
00HaxMCEHHas Aauca cudena 201bIM 3000M HA NAKUPOBAHHOU NOBEPXHOCHIU €20 CMoAad, OOHUMAS
Hozamu maauto Huxknaca. Ona msdiceno, nopeléucmo obludand, cA08HO 8ce20 8030yXa Mupa eli Oblno
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mano. Oceobodcoas bonvue mecma, 0e8yuKa coOpPACbIBANa OCMAMKU CBOell 00eHcObl U 0eN08bIX
nucem Ha noA.

— Huxk... — Aauca 2ayxo 3acmonana, owmywas, KaxK AH0OUMbIE MYHCUUHA NPUNOOHUMAEN eé
0eopa, npuNCUMAsIC K eé 2opsaueli, Hoowell om dceaarus naomu. Huxaac 6b1n 00Ha0CEHHBIM U 20moO-
8bIM K causiHuro. OH NPUNCUMANCS 8CE MeCHee, HO HUKAK He nepecmynan nocaeoHeli uepmol. I1oonse
DPYKU, Anuca odxXeamuna AUUO MYHICHUHbL, NPUMSAUBASL €20 0Nt hoyeays. Bzeaso desywiku Ha meHo-
8€HIe OCIMAHOBUNCS HA KPYNHOM azame, OKPYIHCEHHOM Opunrauanmamu. UHmepecrno, omxyoa y Heé
makoe oukosurHoe konvyo. Ho ona cpazy dice 0bo ecém 3abvina, cmounro Huxaacy, cicas eé 6010cbl
8 KYAaK, GnumuCsi 8 2y0vl SpoCmubiM noyeayem. Bozoyxa ne xeamano. Hy u nycme. 3auem Oviuams,
K020a MONCHO UEN0BAMbCS, CMAKYS KANHCOBIL MUNAUMEMD NHOOUMOI KOJHCU.

Cxeamue Aaucy na pyku, Hukaac npudican eé k 2nadkoii cmene oubauomexu. 3aneuamag pom
0eBY UKL NOYEAYeM, MYNHCUUHA PE3KO BOPBANCSL 8 €€ PA320PAUEHHOE Meno, U 00a 3aMePAU, HACAaxHCoa-
5Cb eOUHeHuem men u Oyul.

— Ceem moii... — Huk 3apulacs 6 pacmpénarntvle 8010Cbl 0e8YUiKlL, NPOOOANHCASL O8UAMBCSL.

Anuca 2pomko 6cxaunvieéana, yapanas naeuu u chury myorcuunol. Ewé... Ewé... Ewé...
THoumu...»

keksk

Aunuca obukeHHO pasinienuia riasa. E€ teno no-npexHeMy Ouia Apoxsb kenanust. Hus xkuBorta
OTBPATUTEJILHO HBUI, YMOJISISl, XOTh COOCTBEHHOPYYHO, HO 3aBepIIUTh 3TOT cOH. CoH nm? [leByIika
OCTOPOKHO TIOBEPHYJIa T'0JIOBY B CTOPOHY MUPHO crsiiiero Huka.

Tenepp, korga Asmca y3Hasa, Kak KOJIYH BBIIJISIAUT O€3 ONEk[bl, CTAHET KpailHe HEJIOBKO
o0IaThCs, ©KeMUHYTHO He TUIAHUPYs MX TopsTunil ceke. [ToKychIBast ryObl M IPUTIOMUHAS OITYIIECHUSI
OTO CHa, JIEBYIIIKA MPHIIUIA K BBIBOIY, YTO 3TO ObLIO BUaeHHe. BriepBrie nMeHHO e€ — Asmchkl. He
BOCIIOMHUHAHUSI Mepbl, a COOCTBEHHOE TpeIBUICHHUE.

JleByIIka MoTsHyAach NajgblamMu K rydam Huka, 4toObl mpoBepUTh, TaKUE JIM OHU TETLIBIE U
TBEpIBIE, KAKUMHU Ka3aJIuCh BO BpeMs morenys. [Ipixanue AJmchl cOMIOCh, M JEBYIIKa ONEPHYJIa
PYKY, Oynro ooxkerimch. Lymr! CpoyHO XONMOAHBIN A1, 7151 OTOJIOABIIeH 3eMIIsTHKY. MiHaue oHa He
CIEP)KUT CBOETO CJIOBA M HANIAJET Ha CHSIETO MYKUMHY.

Bopgasice B cBOI0 BaHHYI0, Ajrca BOe:kasa Mo CTyrneHsM B 06aipio. IHTepecHo, KTo e CITy-
crui Bony? CTpaHHBIE, OJHAKO, MBICJI IIPUXOAAT B COCTOSIHUM appeKTa.

Anvca KpyTuiach Ha MecCTe, CTapasich IIOHSTB, I7I€ K€ KaMeHb, OTBEYAIOILUII €€ KenaHuo. Beé
TEJIO TOPeJIo, a YCIyXJIMBasi MaMsTh TaK U NMoxOpackiBasia BOCTIOMUHAHUS U3 CHA, He J1aBasi COKY-
CHpOBaThCs Jake Ha 1iBeTe kamHel. HaBaxaeHue kakoe-To.

— Boxe moit! MHe npocTto HyXeH XonoaHbii ayi! Pa3zee s 0 MHOrom mpory? — B cepatax
BOCKJIMKHYJIA JIEBYIIIKA, CTYKHYB IO 0a/Ibe KYJaKOM.

HeBuaumblil MOMOIIHUK OTKJIMKHYJICA. Boonaa u3 neAsHbIX Kanejab B MTHOBEHUE POMOYMII
JEBYIIKY HACKBO3b U JIMIIWII IbIXaHUs1. 3aKaB JIAJOHBIO POT, YTOOBI HE NepedyIuTh Bech 1I0M, Anrca
OTCKOUMJIA B MPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY OT B30€CHBIIIMXCS TIOTOKOB. YTpsiMasi BOJa CJe/IoBaja 3a
Hell.

— VMoo, Teriee, Moxanyicra, — nmpoxpurena Anuca, qpoxa ot xonona. [lpaBaa, ronosa
MPOSICHIIIACh, & B MBICIISAIX TMOSIBUJIACh OJakeHHasl MyCToTa, He OOpEeMEHEHHAsI POCKOIIHBIM TEJIOM
Huxkunaca.

HeBunumka BHOBb NpHCIyIIaics K cJIoBaM HOBOH X03sIKU. Boaa craya npusTHOU Temrepa-
Typbl. JleByllIKa, pacCTaBUB PyKH B CTOPOHBI, TO3BOJISJIA KAIUISIM CKOJIB3UTb IO €€ TeJly, CMbIBasi BO3-
Oyxnenue. [ 1aBHOe, caMoii K cebe He MPUKAcaThCs. . .
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Hakownern, Anuca ynoBieTBopéHHO B310xHY/Ma. OTiyctuio. [Ilypsick, 4TOOB Karumm He Moraim
B IU1a3a, JIeBYIIKa CTapajach MOHATh, OTKYAA K€ JILETCSA BOAA, HO HUKAK He mosyvanock. Cyas no
BCEMY, OHa MOSIBJISUIACh NIPSMO U3 BO3/1yXa.

Aunuca yneiOHynack. Kaxercsi, oHa Hauasia MpUBBIKATh K dynecam 3Toro Mupa. Enpa neBymika
XOTeJ1a MOMpOCUTL CBOCTO HEBUANMMOI'O IIOMOIIIHHUKA BBIKJIIOYHUTH AYII, KaK TOIIHOTA U HOBAA IroJIOB-
Hast OOJIb MPAKTUYECKH IIBBIPHYJIH €€ Ha TOJ.

keksk

«Mepa nedxcana e noxoorceil 6aove. /legyuika HEMOPONAUBO HAMUPANA KOHCY OYUUCMOLL eno-
eoli mazvro. Caviuancs aézkuti ecnaeck 600vl. Eosa ynosumsiii mpeck nonenves 6 kamume. (Y Heé 6
Kynanavre kamun? Yx mot!) Pummuuroe uaskanve Canu. 36epéx ynaeman courvle 51200bl, NOKOPHO
CAYULAast XO3UKY.

— Ooxan nomoz Ham ¢ 3akaunaruem. Canu, 3mo au He uyoo? /la? — ona 2pycmHo yavlOHYAACs. —
Bom 3axonuy omoeenue u npoumy ezo. He cmany meoaume. ..

Aauca noooutna 6.audice K desyuike u Onycmuaacy Ha cmosuuii nooausocmu cmyaa. Jluyo Mepui
06110 énadxcHviM. Ho He om enadicrozo 6030yxa KynanvHu, a om caés3, Komopble He NPpeKpauianu mevs
U3 NOKPACHEBUUX 2143. AnuUca n00anacs 6nepéo u 2pycmuo noodxcana 2yoel. Mepa eviensioena uzmodic-
oénnon. Eé wéxku esanunuce. I1oo Hekoeoa cusiiouumu 2aazamu 3aneznu mémmvle kpyeu. /lesyuxa
npoeena pykoli no AUUYy, cmupas CoNéHole Kanau. Aauca 3amemund, 4mo eé Hoemu Ovlau noo KOPeHb
uckycauvol. beonas.

— Mos cmepme cmanem kamaauzamopom, — Mepa npooondicana 0eaumvcsi COUMU CeKPemamu
¢ mooumyem. — A omnpasntoce k Celinan, a 8 MOém mene cmodxicen 803poOUMbCst OBOUHUK, — naeul
OesyuiKuL 3a0podcani, Ko20a muxuti naau nepepoc 8 pvloanus. — A xouy xcumo. Canu! Hy nouemy
51 00NIHCHA YMUpamo?

CaHu 3anpelenyn HAa NAEHO OeBYWIKU U NPUHANCS CAUBLIBAMb €€ cAé3bl. OH HcaN00HO cmpeKo-
man, pycms emecme ¢ 0OPeUEHHOU XO35UKOLL.

Aauca 2omoea 6vina pacnaakamucs cama. To, umo ona Haxoounace é 3amope, 6 mene Mepui,
AUWHUIL PA3 HANOMUHANO, HA KAKUE HCEPMEbl NPUULNOCL NOUMU HeCUACMHOU 6edbMe, U KaK PaHO
obopeanacsy eé rHcuznv. Ckopoe Canu Ovlra makoli OmuasHHoU U UCKpeHHell, umo Aauca ouymuna
U Yy cebs Ha ueKax ménavie OOPOHCKU CAE3.

— Manvuu... Teos 5 omoam méme Taau. Ona 0boxicaem meorw caaokyro mopoawky. byoem
A0OUMb U 3a00MUMBCSL. .. KAK 5, — 0e8YUKA 3apbloand 8 2010C, Npuxcumas K cebe 3eepvka. Mepa
NOAUBANG CB80€20 OPY2a 20PHOUUMU CAE3AMU, Ydice CKYUAsl NO HeMy. AAuca 8CXAUNHYAA, CMOMPS HA
Kapmury, psyuyro oyuy. /lesyuike cro8HO 6bLA0 He MAK HCANKO YMePemb, KaK paccmamvCsi ¢ NYulu-
CMbIM OpY2OM.

— Canu, — 20n0c Mepwt oxpun. — 3aempa 6 omuyoéckuii kaburem noiidy. B 3anpewérnyro kom-
Hamy. Tam MHO20 KHU2 U3 pasuwvix Mupos. BoamooicHo, é Opesrux ceumkax s cmoey 8vlopamv 045
ceOs1 cMepmb, He OCMABASIOUYIO CAE008.

keksk

Anuca ¢ ycmnueM oTkpsbuia 1a3a. OHa Jexaiia Ha JJHEe BaHHbI, I10Ka €€ MpoJoIkall MoJIMBaTh
HGBI/IIII/IMbIﬁ ITIOMOIITHHK.

— Mepa! — paccepxenHslil ronoc Huknaca 60J1bHO OTO3BajICS B OOECCUICHHOM CO3HAHHMHU. —
Ecnu oI He OTKPpO€IIb CaMa, A BbIHECY 9Ty ABEPH U HE ITO3BOJIIO IIOCTABUTH HOBYIO, — Hux APOCTHO
YAApUJI 10 JEPEBY KYJIAKOM.

AJca HEJIOBKO MEepEBEPHYJIACh HA CIIMHY, MO3BOJIAA TEIUIBIM MIOTOKAM BOIBI CMBITh BCE €ILE
OexaBIlue CIE3bI.
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— Beixiiounre, noxasnyiicra, Boay, — TUXO Nornpocuia aesymka. E€ nocimymanucs. — Huknac, —
XPUILIO OTKALUIABIIMCH, AJICA OKJIMKHYJIA HEPBHAYABIIIEIO My K4uHY. — BC€ B opsake... Y MeHs
BUjieHHe ObUIO. .. [lali MHe mapy MUHYT, MOXaJyicTa. .. S BhIimy.

— Xopo1110, — MOC/BIIIAJICS IJIyXOW OTBET.

AJrca Ha HETHYIIMXCSl HOTax BbUIessa u3 6anpy. TOpOIIMBO BHITHPAst BOJIOCH], OHA MTPOIOII-
’Kajia MpOKPYyYMBaTh B roioBe cBO€ BuaeHue. Tounee, BugeHue Mepol. CoBceM 3amyTasiach.

HMcxons u3 Bcex BCIBIIIEK MPOBUACHUS, TIPUCTYIIBI MOKHO ObLIIO Pa3desvTh Ha TP TPYIIIHI.
B niepBoii oHa cMoTpesna Ha Mepy u e€ xu3Hb. Bo BTOpoii Buena To xe Oymayiee, YTo W Mpe/IbiIy-
1mast Xo3siiKa Tena. A B TpeTbell yxke COOCTBEHHOE SICHOBH/ICHUE KOBAPHO MOAKHU[BIBAJIO JEBYIIIKE
KapTUHBI OyIy1iero.

Anvca BblIILIa U3 BaHHON KOMHAThl, KyTasCh B TEIUIbIA XajlaT. 3apbIBasCh MajblaMU HOT B
BBICOKMI BOPC KOBpa, OHA B MOJTYAHUM ILJIEJIaCh K KpoBaTu. JleByIka MmpeKkpacHo MOHUMaIa, 4To e€
BUHBI B CMepTU Mepbl HEeT, HO IraJJKue COMHEHH sl BCE paBHO HETIPUATHO KOIOIIMIIMCh BHYTPU KUBOTA.
Amnmca 3a6pajiach B TIOCTEIb.

— S momory? — He noXUAASCH pa3peleHus, HuKac mpuces psaoM 1 10cTal u3 KapMaHa Oupio-
30BBIi rpeOeHb AT BOJIOC. — DTO MATYIIKMHO M300pEeTeHre, — MYKUMHA TPUMOCTHIICS 32 CIIMHOM
Aunucel. — B 3aMKe KyTKue CKBO3HSIKU. He xoTenoch Obl 1eunTh Te0s1 OT TOPSUKH.

— Yro 310? — He 00OpaYMBasICh, TOMHTEPECcOBaIach Asnca, OOHMMas PyKaMu CBOU KOJICHH.
Ceitvac oHa OblIa TOTOBA OOCYIUTH YTO YTOJHO, JIUIIbL Obl HE BUICHHE.

— 3avyapoBaHHbII TpedeHb. § Oyay pacuéchiBaTh TBOM MpEKpacHbie Bosockl, — Hukiac ocro-
POKHO IPOBEI IO MOKPOU MPSIIU, — U BCKOPE OHU BBICOXHYT.

— Tsl cunTaemb MoOU BOJIOCH MTpeKpacHbIMU? — AJvica yabIOHyach. — [IpusiTHO. A 3Haelb, B
MOEM MUpE IJIs1 3TOTO JABHO MpUIyMau (eH.

— II-m1-1m, — MyX4KMHA HAKJIOHWICS K CaMOMY YXy JEBYUIKH, CJIerka MOTSHYB 3a BOJOCHL. —
3abbu1a? O00 BCEM TallHOM FOBOPUM B OMOIHOTEKE.

— IIpoctu, — 3x0M OTO3BaJIach JEBYILIKA, HACIAXKOASCh €r0 MPUKOCHOBeHHEM. BoT pasep-
HYTbCsI OBl ceiiyac U 3aKOHYMTDb BHUJEHUE... AJrica B3JOXHYJA U OCEKJIa MOTOK CBOMX MbIcael. He
ceryac.

Huxknac cocpenoroueHHo pacuechiBall JJIMHHbIE CITyTAHHbBIE JIOKOHBL. JleBy1ika npoxana. To iu
MpoXJiaJla KOMHATHI TaK Ha He€ JEeWCTBOBAJIA, TO JIM Mepexutoe BuaeHue. [IpoBuamiieit ObITh OYEHb
TSIKEJIO.

Huxknacy ouensb xorenock npukacarscs K Asnmce. [leperuieras Mex/ay najibleB MOACHIXaIoIHe
MIPsIAM, OH, CJIOBHO HEB3HAUal, KacaJiCsl TO HEKHOW KOXKH IIIEKH, TO XPYIKOH 1ieu. [leByiika B OTBET
Ha NMPUKOCHOBEHHUS 3aMHpajia, HO He OTTAIKMBAJIa HEKPOMaHTa. DTO ObUIO HEOOBIYHO U OYEHb TPO-
raTesbHO.

Huky Bceraa xoresnoch uMeThb ceMblo. CBOI0 cOOCTBEHHYI0. JII0OSIITYI0 5KeHY, CMEJIBIX CHIHOBEH,
MIPEJIECTHYIO J0Ub. UTO-TO COBEPIIIEHHO CBOE, HAa UTO HEe MMeJT Obl ITpaBa HUKTO JApyroi. Ceitvac, cus
Ha 1ocTeu Bossie Anucel, HUKJac oyt noBepuil, 4to BCE 3T0 BO3ZMOKHO.

Ot 31X MBICTIEH cTasio He 1o cebe. HekpoMaHT clierka KauHyJ1 ToJIOBOM U 3aCTaByII ceOsl Bep-
HYTbCS B HACTOSIILIEE.

— Pacckaxerp, uto Busiena? — HUK HakJIOHWIICA K caMOMy YXY AJIMCHI, TIOIJIa)KMBast AEBYIIKY
1o 1uievy. — M s mory cam nocMotperts. .. Eciu noxenaenis. . .

JleByIlIKa MOYTH COIJIACHUIIach, YKe OIIyInasi TpeneT OT OyAyIIero mouenys. A MOTOM BIpPYT
BCIIOMHMWJIA O BUJIEHUHU, YTO MOTHAJIO €€ MO/ JIEASHYIO BOLY.

— He crour... 4 pacckaxy, — Anuca HeloBko noép3asia. — He Oyay 31oynoTpednsaTh TBoen
TIOMOILBIO.

HeBymika nomopumiack. Kak ke riyno v xajako 3To mpo3ByYallo.

— Hy-ny... — Huk yneiOHyscs, mpofoikasi pacyéchiBaTh cyxue Bosnocskl. Heppauyuaer. MuTe-
pecHo, novyemy?
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Aurca cKkoporoBopKoy noBejasia 0 CBOMX BUICHUsIX. He Iy1s1/1s1 HeKpoMaHTy B 171a3a, OHa MOJIU-
Jach, 4T0Obl HUKJIaC HE CMOT MOHSATH, YTO OHA YTO-TO OT HErO yTauBaeT.

— Bce o4eHb 3armyTaHHO, — pe3I0OMHUPOBAT MYXXUYHMHA, 33 {yMaBIIMCh. MOXKET, CTOMJIO HalvcaTh
Opnxany? CaMIIKoM 4acTo BCIUIBIBAET €ro uMs. PekTop HarHai cymaciuennieid TaMHCTBEHHOCTH, a
OKa3bIBAETCS1, YTO O OOJIBIIMHCTBE COOBITHIA €My M Tak U3BecTHO. OT MbICIIEH O 3araJIoUHOM YUuTes e
€ro OTBJIEKJIA AJnca.

— DT0, KOHEYHO, He MOE [IeJIo, HO 51 He MOTY CIIPaBUTHCA € JOOONBITCTBOM. [Touemy TBOM
POIHBIE OCTAIUCH OPOAUTD MO 3aMKY? — OCTOPOKHO TIOMHTEPECOBAJIACH JIEBYIIIKA, MEPECKAKUBAsI C
IIEKOTJIMBOH TeMbI Ha OoJiee MpU3eMIIEHHYI0. — Pa3Be OHU He JOJIKHBI OTIIPABUTHCS JaJiblile, K CBETY,
HaripuMmep? Y HHUX YTO-TO BPOJE HE3aKOHUEHHOTO Jena’?

— OnpepenénHo, — Hukmac ycMexHyscst M OTcesl UyTh JaJibllle, YTOOB MOKHO OBLIIO BUJIETh
o Anucel. — [len ¢ MaTepplo TeprieTh APYr Ipyra He MOTYT. Y Hac Hexopoluas cembs, Mepa.
HekpomaHTOM OBITH CITOKHO. TSKEI0 MOCTOSHHO OOIIAThCs ¢ MEPTBBIMH U HE OTPACTUTh HA CBOEM
cepIIe IOMOMHUTENBbHYI0 OpoHIo. [la 1 BoooIe. .. OTell He moOwT MaTh, aen — 6aOKy. B oOrmiem, B
HaleM pojay HeT MecTa MpUBS3aHHOCTH. KeHWIMCh Beeraa TONbKO ISl MPOJoJbKeHus poaa. Panu
CUJIbHOTO HACJIEIHMKA, BMECTHIIUINA TEMHOW Marvu, — HUK1ac OTKUHYIICS Ha MOAYIIKY, pas3riisibl-
Basl JIMHMHY Ha noToske. HenmpusATHO ObIO BCE 3TO OCO3HaBaTh. — Takasi revyasibHasi 3aKOHOMEp-
HOCTBb MPOJIOKAJIACh U3 BeKa B BEK, MOKA MOsI MaTh HE OCTAHOBMJIA CEMENHYIO TPAJUIIMIO, — YBHUICB
CUSIIOIITYIO YJIBIOKY Ha JIMIIE JeBYIIKU, HEKPOMaHT 3aKaTuJ 71a3a. — HeT, oHa He BoOMIach B OTLIA.

— MHe xaJb, — paccTpoeHHO ipodopmoTasia Anuca, 6eps Hukiaca 3a pyky.

— MHe HeT, — OH yXMbUIbHYJICS. — $1 He 0O ero, — My’KUMHa TOXaul Tuieyamu. — B o0iem,
B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT Math ce0s1 OTpaBuIa, MPUBS3aB CBOIO AYIIY K MOel cuiie. YMHasi Obuia BeabMa,
JOCTOMHAsl CBOEro Hapoja v cBoerd maruu. CBoell CMepThi0 OHA OTKPbLJIa HAM C Hel BO3MOXKHOCTb
cTarh OJTKe.

— I'pycTHO. A 4TO MeIano Bam OOMIAThCS MPH KU3HU? — AJIHCY BCeria Mnevaiiii ceMeiHbIe
ccopbl. OUYeHb KaJlb, YTO MHOTHE HAYMHAIOT LIEHUTb PYT IPyra, KOrAa CTAHOBUTCS CJMIIKOM MO3HO.

— Memana cembs otra. § He poc ¢ mMarepblo, Mepa. D10 ObIJIO HEro3BOIMUTENBHO. O yIe
MuieHsl, CyIecTBYIOIIEH MOJie MEHsl, M0 €€ HACTOSHUIO s HUKOMY He TOBOPHJI. DTO ObLI Hall
CEeKpeT, KOTOPBIH s TIATeJIbHO oOepera, ornacasich, YT0 HEKpPOMaHTHI 3a0epyT e€ y mMeHs. Crycrts
HECKOJIBKO JIET BCSI MOSI CEMbsI ITOrrOJ1a BO BpeMsl YMCTKHM MHKBU3UIMU. OO 3TOM IOrOBOPHUM IO3KE, —
menHy1 Hukmac 4yTh CIBIIIHO, BUsA, YTO AJMCa XOYeT 3a/1aTh oyepeJHOi Borpoc. — Tak Kak y
HAC MPUBSI3aHHOCTHU JIPYT K JIPYTY HET, BCE POACTBEHHUYKH AOPOTHe Cpasy ke OTIPaBUIMCh B Capl
Ceiinan, — Amica Opocuiia Ha HEro YOWBJEHHbIA B3I, HO HUK OTpHIIaTebHO MOTHYJ TOJIOBOU
— TIOTOM. — YMBUTEIBHO, HO CTApbIii BOPUYH AKCEN PelInI 3aJIeTeTh, TaK CKa3aTh, MOMPOIIATHCS.
Hy u BcTpeTnin HeBeCTKy CBOIO HEMoOUMYIo... BelHECTH He cMor, YTO OHa CO MHOM, & OH HET, BOT
Y OCTaJICS] U3 BPEJHOCTH.

— BoBce He U3 BpeJHOCTH, MaJIbUMK, — Pa3laiCsl BO3MYIIEHHBIN TOJIOC, & CIYCTs] MTHOBEHUE
ero oonaiaTesb MOsIBUIICS B Kpecie-Kadaiike. — Heroxe k 6aObuM cOBETaM MPUCITYIIUBATHCS HEKPO-
MaHTy. f ocrascs, 4ToObl ToMorarh Tede.

— A BMECTO TOro JIMIIb Melaellb, — BO3MYTHJIACh TMOSIBUBIIAsICS y OKHa MuseHa. — BeuHo
Je3elb He B cBOE Aeno. OTpapiisiellb ChIHY KHU3Hb.

— 3akpoii cBOil pot, keHImuHA. Yaii He co cIyroil roBopuilib! — B30eeHusICs Jiel. — 3a0biia,
U3 KaKOTO 3aXOJyCThsI BBIBE3/U TeOsI a KU3Hb KPACHUBYIO TIOKa3aiu?

— Vitmurech Ceitnat pagu, Axcein! O kakoil KpacMBOH XU3HU peub? B 3TOM mpoKJIsATOM 10Me
KpacuBbIe JIUIITh MO ChIH U MO cafl. Bc€ octasibHOE cMEpAUT TJICHOM U CMEPTHIO!

Auuca, cipsITaBIIMCD 1O CaMblid HOC TIOfI OJEsIO, C BECETbIM MHTEPECOM MPUCITYIIUBAIACH K
Opanu poncrtBeHHUKOB Huka. CkyOaioTcst TOKOMHUYKY 3HaTHO. BeHas Oymyias nepBast e 3Toro
aoma.
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— Boru! Bsl MozkeTe npocto 3aTkHyThcsA? — psiBKHYI Hukiac. — Bbl noctosiHHO rpeizérecs! Ot
BalllX BOIUIEH CKOpPO M JIyX JIOMa YHECETCs Mpoyb, CO MHOU BO IlaBe. BaiuTe U3 3T0I KOMHATBHI.
Hemenns.

— A 4ero Thl KAajl, MAIBYUK? — HA KaIUIM He CMYTHMJICS Jiell. — BOT yxke Baauarh JieT Kak Mbl
3anepThl BIBOEM B 3ToM 3amke. Tebst Bc€ Bpems Her. ['octeit Toxe. Tonbko 6aba 3Ta CKJIOYHAS U
criacaer.

— Baba! — B3Bunacy Musena.

Aunuca, yxe MONTHOCTBIO HAKPBIBIIKCH OJEsIOM, O€33BYYHO CMESIach, O YeM CBHUIETEIbCTBO-
BaJla MojiparuBaoias Tkaub. [Ipuspaku nepecranu crpammth e€. CI0KHO OOSATHCS TOTO, KTO TeOs
CMEIIINT.

— Bon! — 3aopan Huksac, B3aiieil BBITAJKMBAsE C TMOMOIIbI0 Maruu POJHIO U3 CHAJIbHU
nesymiku. — O, CeilslaH, 4TO ke Thl He MPUOEPEIIh MOUX POACTBEHHUKOB caMa? — MPUBBIYHO MPO-
CTOHAJI MY)KYMHA M BCTAJI C ocTeNu. — Mepa, MHe IlepeoieThest HyKHO. $1 He Mory B Xayiate OpoiuTh
10 JIOMY, J1a ¥ Te0e He CTOUT.

HekpomaHnTt Gpocuit B3/ Ha IKad, KOTOpOro npexae B KomHate He Obuto. OH ObLT MOJIOH
opexpl. Criacu6o MuJieHe, HyXHO Oynet mo3xe e€ moonarogaputh. [o3adoTunack o roctbe, XOTh
Y HE B BOCTOpre OT HEE.

— Hawm HyxHO B 6ubnmoteky, — Hukiac nogomeén k kamuny. — PoyHe Tyna xomy Het. CMoxkeM
MIOTOBOPUTH CITOKOIHO.

IToka oH 3amaxmBan xangar, AJjwca, MOJNb3YsACh TeM, YTO €€ CKpbIBaeT TEMHOTA OaJJaxuHa,
KaJHO T1a3ena Ha purypy Mara. OT OIHOTO BH/Ia €To0 TJIAJKOM, 3ar0pesion KOKHU XOTEIOCh COPOCHUTD C
ce0s1 ofIek 1y U BOIUIOTUTH BUJEHHE B 13Hb. Hy Kak MyX4MHa C JUTMHHBIMH BOJIOCAMHU U IMOYKOM Ha
IIeKe MOXET BBIIJISIIETh TaK MYXKECTBEHHO? AJHca Bcerja JoOuIa BHICOKHMX, CTATHBIX, pebepHbIX
napHeii. Ha 3emiie el Takoii He romnasicsi, 3aTo 3aTop MpeIyIoKuI i JIydIuil BApUaHT U3 BO3MOKHBIX.

— Mepa? — yauBnénsbiii Huknac okamkHyn AeBymky. — Tl ycHys1a uTo Jin?

—9-3-3... HeT, — AJMca MPOKaNLIAIACh, CTAPAsSCh OTOTHATH MEUTHI, T/Ie OHA OOIM3BIBACT Jie/ie-
Herl ¢ royioBoit Hukoaca. .. Minu Hukmaca o6mm3biBaeT, Kak jefeHer. JleByika OecliryMHO 3aCTOHAIA.

— Mepa, — HEeKpOMaHT SIBHO ycTail. — Thl coryacHa?

— KoneuHo! — oTBeTwia ieByIlIKa, HEU3BECTHO BO UTO BBs3bIBasich. HO He roBOpUTH ke, UTO
y HEe€ OTCYTCTBHE BCSKOTO MPHUCYTCTBHUS.

— XopoI11o, — YAOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJI HEKpOMaHT. — Min Tonbko 3a Hum. CTur npuBeaeT teds
B OMOJTMOTEKY U He JacT B OOUy.

XnonHyB ABepblo, Hukiac Beiien B KOpuaop.

— Kro He mact meHs1 B 00uay? — 4yThb CJIBIIIHO TpomienTana Anuca, orisapBasice. — W KTo
TUTAHUPYET MeHSI OOUIETh?

Huxkro He orBetusn. CnaBa 60ry, HA30WIMBBIC TTPU3PAKU TMOKUHYJIU €€ CHaJIbHIO. AJHca pac-
KpbUIa TSDKENbIE ABEPLIb MKada.

— Tl'ocnionu! Prommm! Tosnbko He 3T0... — He ycresna AeBYIlIKa pacCTPOUTHCS, KaK COAePKUMOE
SIIIIUKOB TTOMEHSUIOCh. AJTCa OTCKOUMIIA, O3UPAsICh 10 CTOPOHAM. — 3]1eCh €CTh KTO? Ay?

Hukoro. YcraB BepreTh rosnoBoi, Aimca Hayajga camM03a0BEHHO HCCIENoBaTh IIKadg.
Muienpko. Criacu6o 6oram — HU4ero ooiero ¢ rapaepooom Mepsl. [leByiika Hajena Y€pHbIe o0sie-
raiomye OpUIKA U TEMHO-CHHIOI TYHUKY, OTOPOYeHHYI0 30710ToM. Ha Horu Autnca oOyia 4épHbie
MEXOBBIE TAlIOYKH, BECbMa TIOXOKHUE HA YITH.

— Be3oOpasue, — npommrieny 3a e€ CIMHOM.

JleBy1iIKa, B3IpOrHYB OT HEOXUIAHHOCTH, 0OEPHYJIACh.

— Yro TH mo3BoOJIsenb cede, eBKa OecKyJIbTypHasa? — 1e]], TOJbIXask THEBOM, KPYXWI 10
crasbHe. — Tol B TéMHOM 3amke! Kak cmeelb OTIpaBIsThCS K XO3SIMHY JIOMa B TAKOM HEMOTPeOHOM
Bujie? [IpukaspiBaio Tebe CMEHUTh Hapsia!

[TpukaseiBaeT? Anmca, 3a0bIB O CTpaxe, pacipaBiia IIeuH.
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— O, genyns... 30pacTu... — MOHUMAsI, YTO B30ECUT MpecTapesioro 3aHyy emié OoJblie, OHa
paccTertysia HeCKOJIbKO BEPXHUX ITyTOBHIl TYHUKU, OOHaKasl MBIIIHYIO TPYIb.

— locnoxxa Mepa, Mo3BOJIbTe YTOUHHTh, B KAKOM XJIEBY Bac 00ydanu? — sIIOBUTO MPOCHIIEN
cTapuk. — Bbl Jake He B COCTOSIHUM MPHJIMYHO OJEThCS!

O, rocroxa yxe. A Ie[I-TO He TaK YK U IUIOX.

— B ToM ke, rie ¥ BHyueKa Balllero HeHarJIsJHoro, — AJjinca yXMbUIbHYJIACh, pasIiisablBas repe-
KOILIEHHOE JIMLIO Npu3paka. — Ho 3Haere, nemyns, oH Tak 3a MHOM yXJIECTBIBAJ, — JEBYILKA TaAKO
MOXMXHUKAJA, — YTO BpeMeHH Ha yu€Oy cOBceM He ocTaBajioch. Pacckazars nmogpobHocTH?

— Ax 1hl... Pacnyrauua! M Heroasiika! — cBepKHysa 3e1€Hast BCIIBIIIKA, U IPU3PAK UCUES.

— IIpusHaiitech, s BaM HpaBIIOCh! — BIOTOHKY eMy paccMesiiach Anrca. Kiace, XoTh kKakoe-1o
pasBiieyeHue, a To BCE BUJICHUS, /1a TOOoBHAs 001b. [leysnst MpocTo HaxodKa.

Bcé emé mocmenBasich, AeByIKa MmoaoIuia K 3epkainy. Hudero cebe. A rpeGeHb-TO MaTyIIKUH
Y BIPSMb BOJIIEOHBIM OKa3ajics. Bomockl IMagkuMu BOJTHAMM CTPYWJIHCh IO CIIMHE, J0CTaBasi /10
sroaul. Y AJMchl HUKOTAA HE XBaTaJIo TEPIEHUS Tak AOJITO OTpalMBaTh KOChI, 3aT0 Y Mepsl ¢ 3TUM
npoGieM sIBHO He OBLIO.

Hogwlit Hapsi Toxxe mopagoBai IeBymky. [ToHATHO, yero Tak B30ecuiicsi crapuk. Koctiomunk
COBEPIIICHHO HUYEro He CKPhIBJI. BN OHa roiol — ObUIO Obl MeHee OTKPOBEHHO. JIeByIiKa mpo-
BeJIa JIAJOHBIO 10 MATKOM TKaHU. [TopTHBIE B TOM MUpe ObUIM MacTepaMu CBOETO Jielia.

Anuca onyctuiiack Ha Kpail KpoBati. CMOTpsI Ha 3aKPBITYIO IBEPb, OHA TEPIIEIMBO KJajla CBO-
ero rnmpopoxaroro. Ho ToT uro-To 3ana3apiBajl. 3psi TONBKO JIeAa MPOrHaa. . .

HeoxunganHo Bo3ie nocrenu pa3faics JeIUKATHBIN PhIK. AJca OCTOPOXKHO NepeBesia B3IJIs]
B CTOPOHY HEMOHSITHOrO 3BYKa M HATKHYJIAch Ha [Ba OONbIIMX 3eNEHBIX IM1a3a. [leperyranHas
JEBYIIIKA 3aBOIMIIA U, TIOTEPSIB PaBHOBECHE, yIalla ¢ KPOBATH, MPEOOJIbHO YIAPUBIIICH KOJICHKOM.

K Heit TyT e nmogOeska 370pOBbIH JIOT pa3MepOM C HEOOJIBIIIOrO TeIeHKA 1 KaJT00HO 3aCKYJIHIL.

— CKy/muTh, OTHAKO, HY)KHO MHe, MpUsATeSb, — MpodopmoTaia Ajuca, moThpas ymumo. —
Kaxercsi, TBOM OECTOJIIKOBBIN XO35MH 3a0bUT MEHSI IPEIYTPEAUTD, YTO Thl TOKOWHHUYEK. . .

W npenynipeani, HO Anuca Obljia CIIMIIIKOM COCPEIOTOUEHa Ha CO3epIIaHUH IpeJiecTeit Mara?

— Tot Ctur? — oHa HEJOBEPUYMBO pacCcMaTpUBasIa JOBOJIBHYIO COOAUBI0 MOPY.

[Tpu3pavHbIil IEC PaJOCTHO TABKHYJ U OOAPO 3aBUIISIT XBOCTOM.

— Kuace. .. — Anmica ¢ omackoyi mpoTsiHy/Ia pyKy K HEOOBIYHOMY TOCTIO. — B JoMe KUBbIe JIUIIIb
s 1 Huknac?

[€c pbIKHYT U CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY, corjamasich. Kakoil ymMHBIA NEcHK. AJrica Bceraa Joouia
KUBOTHBIX. [I03TOMY, CIIpsiTaB MCIyT, OHA JOTPOHYJACh 10 TEMHON MaKyIIKA COOAKU. YBHI, pyKa
MpOIILJIa HACKBO3b.

— IIpoctu, npusTens, — JEBYIIKA C COXKAJIEHUEM MOCMOTpesia Ha 1ca. — C IpUKOCHOBEHUSIMU
MPUIETCA IPOCTUTHCS.

Cobaxka 3acKyJvia M MprKaia Jiarbl K TPYCTHOM MOpIE.

— Tbl He BonHy¥cs. 3aTo s TOOMI0 TIOTOBOPHTH, M CKyYaTh Tebe He JaM, — OHa TIOJMHUTHYJIA
HOBOMY Jipyry. — OtBezémb MeHs Kk Hukmacy?

CTHr BCKOUMI U, PAJOCTHO Jiasi, mooexal... CKBO3b CTEHY.

— [Nopoxau, npustens! 51 Tak He ymel0, — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia AJica, MoAcKakuBas ¢ nosna. OTeo-
PMB JBEPb, JEBYILIKA OCTAHOBUJIACH BO3JIE BbIX0AA. KOopraop mornpuBeTcTBOBasl €€ YEPHOM 3UAIOLIEN
acThIO.
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I'nrasa 10. Buojsmoreka

— Crur, Apy)OK! — TOHKMM OT BOJIHEHU S TOJIOCOM IT03BaJa 1ca Ajmca. — Sl HU4ero He BUKY. ..
MoskeTt, noackaxerb OeHON MHe, I/ie 3[eCh CBET BKJIIOYAETCs? — IEBYILIKA LIIapUJIa 10 CTEHE PYKOl,
60s1ch octynuThes. HaBepHsKa 3700HBI NPU3pAavHbIil CTapUKAaIllKa MpUTaUiICS B YLy, Ougas eé
YHUBUTEJILHOTO Na/ICHHUS.

Auica crplana rpoMKoe JbIXaHue COOaKH, HO, K COKAJICHHIO, 3TO OTBPATUTEIbHBIN OPUSHTHP
IJ151 TOTO, KTO ¥ Ha POBHOM OCBEILIEHHOM MECTe CIIOCOOEH CHIOTKHYThCS.

HeBuauMelil MOMOIIHUK BHOBb NOJACYETUICA. [IMHHBINA KOPUIOP SIPKO BCIBIXHYJT OT 3K KEH-
HBIX 110 CTeHaM (DaKeJIoB.

— Cnacu6o! — kpukHy/1a Anuca B HUKyAa. Bo3aMoXHO, eByIlIKa IPOCTO MPUITISHYJIACh JOMO-
BOMY, 1 OH oOJieryaeT el ku3Hb B 3aMKe. Hago Obl yrocTuTh BOMIIEOHOTO MOMOIIHHUKA CIAI0CTSMU
WU J1aTh MUCOYKY MOJIOKA.

MpauHblii KOpyA0p ObLT HENPWJIMYHO JUIMHHBIM U HENIPUATHO ChIpbIM. Ero creHs! ykpaiaau
COTHM TIOPTPETOB. YUMTHIBas 0OIIee KUCIOe BhIpakeHHe Jinia, Ajrca ObICTPO CMEKHYIA, YTO BCE
JOOU, N300pakEHHBIE HA KapTUHAX, pOACTBEHHUKHU. [IpeBHss cembsa y Hukiaca, ogHako. B3msg
OCTAHOBWJICSI HA XMYPO-pa3IpakéHHOM Jinie AKcena.

— O, nemyns... — Anmca B3IpOrHyJa, KOra Mo Iiee mpodexacs JUIMKUI X0IonoK. Buanumo,
Marust Mepbl mocrapajiach, IOTOMY YTO JE€BYIIKA BCTBEHHO OLIYTHJIa IPUCYTCTBUE CTAPUKA 3a CITU-
HOi1. ['pex He BOCIONIb30BaThCsi MTHOBEHHEM pasiocTu. — Kakoii 6e3BKycHBIH clopTyk. M KTO, MHTe-
pecHo, 3aHuMaJics ero rapaepodom? Crieroit u 6e3pykuii Tpoiib? — AJice eiBa yIaBaioch CoXpa-
HATH Ha JuIe OeccTpacTHoe BeIpaxeHue. OT JAyHIMBIIEro cMeXa BBICTYIWIM c1€3bl. — W nuisna sta
HEBO3MOXHasl, C KypUHbIM IIEPOM... .

— Jla 4T00 THI MPOBaIMJIACh, IPYOUSHKA! — 3aroJOCKII OTEPSIBILINIA BCSIKOE caMooOIaaHne
Axcein. — Ito nepo cu3oro (azana! MHe 3Ty HUIAy NOAAPUJI JIMYHO UMIIEPCKUN MOJENbep!

— Cpaercsa MHe, CTOJIMYHBIA MOIHUK HEXWJIO BAaC AypaHyll. .. — yKe Xpuriena Anuca, caepKuBas
MCTEPUYECKHI XOXOT. — Y meTyxa Moeit 6a0ynu ObLIT POBHO TaKHe Ke Tephs, Aake el Kparle.

— AX TBIL... DIynasi IOTAaCKYyHbs. .. — NPU3paK AKcesa B3OPBAJICS, HE OCTaBUB Iocie ceds U
caena.

[MotackyHbsi? Anrca HAKOHEL-TO paccMesiiach, OoMblie cedst He CAEPKUBasi. YMOPUTEIbHBIH
nenok. 7Ku3Hp 3aurpajia HOBbIMU KpackaMmu, Korjga Ajuca, HareBasi, OIUIeJach 32 MeJbTellalim
y Hor CTtHrom.

Bnepenu Havan mpoOMBaThcsl COMHEUYHBIN CBET. AjMca BbIOXHYla. HemMHoro vero-HuOynp
peasibHOrO He IometnaeT. [IpeooneB y3Kyio TEMHYI0 KOMHATY, JEBYIIIKA OOHAPYKHJIa ApOYHBIN BXO[
B HOBBI Kopunop. Ckoibko MoxHO? JlabupuHT MunortaBpa*, a He noM. Ho BCIIOMHUB, y KOro
MMEHHO OHA T'OCTUT, JIMIIb MOXKaJla 1yie4amu. [J1aBHOe 4yI0BUIIE OCTAIOCh MT03a/IH.

AJca OCTaHOBMJIACh Y TOCIIEAHETO MOPTPETa, 3aJUTOTO MOMYyIeHHBIM coHIeM. OHa yibIO-
HyJIach OT IPOH3MBILEN cepale HexxHocTH. Cembs Huknaca... MuseHa nepxkana Ha pyKkax Kpoxy
Huka. Masbim 611 ouapoBatesnieH. KyapsiBbie JIOKOHBI, yXJIble IIEUKH, paJocTHast 0e33y0ast yiblOKa.
Muora. Musena Obl1a HaroJIHEHa CYaCTheM U TOPIIOCTBIO, CMOTPsI Ha CBOETO JIIOOMMOTO chiHA. BynTo
HE B CUJIaX OTBECTU OT HEro MaTepHHCKOIo B3MIsAA. AJMca MpoBesia JIAJOHBIO 110 JIMIaM MaTepH U
peOEHKa, crupas cioi mbuti. [1a3a Musiensl 3acusiii e€ sipye. Kyna ke nenach e€ pagocts ceiiuac?

Panom crosu, Bunumo, orent. [Ipsamon, BbICOKMH, HaIMEHHBIA. OT BBIpaKEHUSA €TI0 JIMLA XOTe-
JIOCh YIABUTHCS, TPUUEM HeMe uieHHO. benplii Hukotac, kakoBo eMy OBUIO JKHUTh C TAKMM OTLIOM?

— OH 1 He XWI C HUM. .. — Ipoluenectena MuseHa, Takxke pa3riiabiBas KapTUHY.

Aunrca HeOKMJAHHO MOHSJIA, YTO CKa3aJia MOCAEIHIO MBIC/b BCIIYX,  MAMEHbKA TYT KakK TYT.
B kopupnope uto, cemeiiHoe coOpaHue 00bIBUIN?
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— Ilouemy? — ocMenuIach CIpOCUTh 3aMHTPUTOBaHHAS JIEBYILKA.

— INotomy uto 61M30CTH B 3TOM CeMbe HEYrogHa, rocroxa Mepa, — XOJIOIHO OTBETHIA KEH-
IMHA. — A JTIOOOBB XYKe CMEePTETbHOIO MPOKJIATUA. YXoaute u3 TémHoro 3amka. [TpoxuBuTe cBOIO
’KM3Hb CUACTIIMBO, — MUJIeHa pacceslach Tak:Ke HEOXKUIAHHO, KaK U MOSIBUJIACh.

Crur yxe TaHIeBaJ Ha MeCTe, IOTOPAILUIUBAs JEBYIIIKY.

— Hda uny 4, uay... — Aimca TSXKKO B310XHY/la. — KTo ke 3Haj, 4TO 3a KaXJbIM IIOBOPOTOM
MeHsI OKUIAI0T coBeTUnKH. Hy nmoyeMy Thl roBOpUTH He ymeelnb? S Obl BhINbITasa y TeOs1 BCe CeKPEThI
3TOr0 MpPayHOro AoMa.

— 41 roBopio B coBepieHcTBe, rocroxka Mepa, — HefoBOIbHO IpoBopyan Huknac. — IIsirats
TOXe HUKOro He mpuaercs. [Ipocro cipocute. Bbl He O0IBHO-TO TOPOITMIIUCH, KAK S1 TTOTJISIKY.

HaxkioHMBIIMCH, HEKPOMAHT CMavyHO NIOYECa IICa 3 YXOM.

— Xopomui manpurk ! Criacu6o tede. [TocToposxuiis 1Bepb? — Hukiac ckpouics B OMOIMOTEKe.
Jlox1aBIIKCh, KOTJa IEBYIIKA BOMIET, C LIYMOM 3aXJIONHYI ABepb. — HakoHen-To.

—ITouemy Thl MOXellIb ToTparuBathes 10 CTUra, a 1 HeT? — 3aMHTePECOBAaHHO YTOUHMIIA AJnca.

— Sl HeKpOMaHT, — My’KUMHa YIUBIEHHO BCKUHYJ OpoBH. — J1J151 MEHsI HEBeJIMKa pa3HUIIA MEX Ty
KUBBIM U MEPTBBIM. fI BCE BpeMs 3a0bIBalo, uTo Bl ¢ Kparoca u He 3HaeTe leMEeHTApHBIX BEIlei.
[oka Oynere y HaC XWTh, MOXETe IMOCeIaTh OMOIMOTEKY. 3HAHUS eIIé HUKOMY HE BPE/IVIIH.

— fcHo, — geByiKa 3aKkaTuiIa 171a3a. YMHUK. OHa HETOPOIIMBO MOKPYKUJIa IO KOMHATE, YyB-
cTBys ceOs1 bamb u3 ckasku «Kpacasuiia u aynoBuie»*. COTHA BBICOYEHHBIX CTEJIIaXel U Thicsua
TBICSTY KHUT. — DTO MPOCTO MOU pail.

— Pai1? Yro 310? — 03aaueHHo nepecrpocui HUK 1 cest 3a pOCKOIIHBINA CTOM U3 OTIIOJIMPO-
BaHHOTO AepeBa. CTOUI TakoOM, HABEPHOE, 11eJ10€ COCTOSTHUE.

Anmca oTpoHysack A0 custiomie nopepxHoctu. [ogoxaure-ka. .. leByiika pe3ko onepHyJia
PYKY.

— Pait — 3710... 3T0... — B ropJie CTajio cyllle, YeM Ha YTPO IOCJ€ BHITyCKHOro. B BuIeHUn
MMEHHO Ha 9TOM CcTojIe OHM ¢ Huk1acom 3aHnMamch 6e3yMHBIM CEKCOM. AJTMCa CITIOTHYIA. — MecTo,
KyZAa IOCJIe CMEPTU OTHPABJISIIOTCS XOPOILIWE QYIIW... — K JIMIy NPWInIa BCs KPOBb, YTO A0 TOTO
OymieBana B Tene. KocTu Hauanm miaBUThCS, Kak jKBauka Ha COJHIIE. MaMOUKH. . .

— Bol B nopsiake? — Huk, 3aMeTuB niepeMeHy B JIMLE JEBYILKH, HAIPATCS.

— Kak ckazars... — nporrenTana Ammca, CTapasich OTOWTH KaK MOKHO JaJibllie OT CTOJA.
— Bunenne?
— Bo3MOXHO. .. — Kakas KJIacCHas OTMa3Ka Ha BCE BPEMEHa.

Huk mopommen K JeByIIke, METaBIIeHCsl BO3Jie KaMUHA, HO AJlMca IapaxHyJach B CTOPOHY.
MyX4rHy NEPEKOCUIIO OT Pa3IpaKeHUS.

— Ecim BaM oTBpaTHUTEIbHB MOM IPUKOCHOBEHU S, TAK M CKakKUTe. BBITOHATH Bac He TUIAHUPYIO
B JTIOOOM cJTy4ae, — OH CTUCHYJ 3yObl M BEPHYJICS 3a CTOJI.

3Han Obl OH... Ayuca ene ceOs caepkuBayia. IHTepecHO, Kak oTpearupyer 3TOT CHOO, eclii
OHa HaOpOCHUTCSI Ha HETO, He JjaBasi CHSTh HOCKOB? HaBepHoe, He O4eHb.

— IpucaxuBaiirech, — Hukac ykasayi Ha JUBaH, PacHoIOKEHHBIN B caMOW JaJbHEN 4acTh
KOMHaThl. — Hazeloch, He CITUIIKoM OJM3KO KO MHE? — MOTIOOOMBITCTBOBAI HEKPOMAHT, HE CBOAIS C
AEBYIIKH B3IJIS1A.

— Ioiinét, — Anmmca pa3 3a pa3oM AaBasia cebe MbICJIEHHbIE TOIEYHHBI, YTOOBI IIPHIATH B UyB-
crBo. Huuero He nomorasno. E€ MarHUTOM TSHYJIO K My)KYMHE, KOTOPBIM ceiyac CMOTpes Ha Hee ¢
HECKpBIBAEMBIM pa3ipaxeHueM. Kakias KieTka e€ Tena ycTpousia MsTEeX, 3aCTaBiisisl APOXKaATh OT
BO30yxaeHus. E€ teno TaHynock k Hukiacy, He qaBast HM yCueTh Ha MecTe, HU 0OyMaTh MPOUC-
XofsIee.

— B o101 KOMHaTe neicTByeT Kakas-HuOynp Marusi? HeoObluHas... — He CMOIJIA yAepKaThCs
OT Bompoca Ajca.

— INouemy BBl cipammmBaete? — cripocuit Hukiiac, pe3ko BCKUHYB T'OJIOBY.
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On 6bL1 cam He cBoit. EjiBa ieByIika nepectymuia nopor 6udamoreku, kKak Huk mouyBcTBoBas
ce0s1 B30ECHBIIIMMCS OT TOPMOHOB TIOAPOCTKOM, KOTOPBIN TOTOB ObLIT U3 IITAHOB BBINPHITHYTh, JIUIIIb
Obl IpUBJIEYh BHUMaHUE AJChl. HEeKpOMaHT MBICJIEHHO OTIpaBUJI OJIAarofapHOCTh JOMY, BbIIABIIEMY
eMy C yTpa IIMPOKME IITaHbl U3 TUIOTHOM TKaHu. EnBa Aunuca Bomwia, Huknac metHyscs 3a croi,
HaJesiCh, UTO JEBYIIKA HUYEro He 3amMeTHT. V0o monprBeTcTBOBaTh €€ BCTAl HE TOJIIBKO MYKYMHA,
HO U HeyIlpaBJisieMasi, Kak 0Ka3aJloCh, 4acTb €ro TeJja.

Huk cxxuman u paz3kuman KyJlaku, yCroKanBasi B30yHTOBaBieecs: Tuona0. OTiaTHyBIIasics
OT Hero Asmca IpWJIMYHO pa3o3iniia HeKpoMaHTa. becut, Korjia Thl Xkenaelib Toro, KTo K Tede 6e3-
paznuueH. Bputo im0 B jKeHUXe, KOTOpOro MpUILIoch octaButh B Kparoce, wimm cam Huk Obit
eil HenpusITeH?

CrenaB HECKOJIBKO ITyOOKHX BJIOXOB, HEKPOMAHT IMOBTOPUJI CBOM BOIPOC.

— YT0-TO HE TaK?

— JIy1iHo. .. — OJIHOCTIOKHO Opocmiia AJica, Kycast TyObl.

Huxknac npaktruecku 3acroHas. JIeBYOHKa ITPOCTO U3/IEBAETCS, UCTILITHIBAS €70 HA IPOYHOCTb.

Hy:xHo orBieuscs. Kak yronHo. [Toka oH He 3aBajiuil IEBYIIKY IIPSIMO Ha TOM CTOJIE, BOCIIOJb-
30BaBIIKCh €€ HAMBHOCTBIO U 3aMELIaTeIbCTBOM.

— Mepa...

— Asuca. ..

— Ja. I3Bunute. Anuca. §I KpaTko pacckaxy BaM O MUPE, KOTOPbI CTAHET BaIllUM JJOMOM.

— OnsATh TH BBIKAEIIb, — MPOIINIIENA AEBYIIKA, HAIMBask cebe BOLY B BHICOKMIA cTakaH. Huk
pel HUKaK He KOMMEHTUPOBaTh YIPEK. YeM olyTrMee AUCTaHIMSA, TEM JIyYIle.

— B cknene s HemMHoro npocBeTw Bac o 3arope. Ho He yBepeH, UTO B TOT MOMEHT Bbl BCE
MOHUMAJTU ¥ 0co3HaBaU. [103TOMy HEMHOTO TOBTOPIOCH. Bam yno6HO?

«Y106HO OBUTO OB Y TeOsI Ha KOJICHSIX», — MPOLIE/INIa B CBOEH rojioBe AJica, HO MIJIO YJIbIO-
Hysach HeKpoMaHTy. OHa pacronoKuiach Ha KOKaHOU TaxTe, MOATSHYB HOTY K I'pyIu.

— Jla, nuBaH ominuHbi. He yeta ToMy, 4TO KIET MEHs IoMa.

Huxknac xpycrHyn kocrsimkamu. Tak u 3Hain! [leno B Kparoce. I B MmyxunHe, 4to ocraics
KJ1aTh AJIMCY Ha €€ AUBaHe.

— B Kparoce Bac 0osnbinie HUKTO He KAET. CMuputech. s Bcex Bbl IOTMONM, — HE XOTEIOCh
OBITH TPYOBIM, HO OOHMJJHBIE CJIOBA BBIPHIBATUCH caMu coboi. — Teneppb Bam mup — 3atop, — Hukiac
OITyCTWJI B3[JISI/T HA CBOM PYKM, 3aMETUB Ieyasb B IM1a3ax JAeBymKu. Hy oH u ckoruHa. — Hamum
MHUPOM YIPABJISIOT OOTH, a Marvs MOsIBIJIACh BMECTe C TIEpBBIMU JIIoibMU. HensBecTHO, KTO U 3aueM
HaJIeJIWJI HAC CWJIOW, HO ceiyac 3aTtop — 3TO CpeJoTOYMe Maru4ecKux CyIlecTB. Bebmbl, KOIyHbI,
00OPOTHH, IPAKOHHI. . . [lepeuncisaTh Bcex A0JIro U HeoOs13aTelIbHO. B 00111eM, HECKOJBKO ThICSUese-
THIA Ha3aJ K BJIACTH MPUIIET POJ HBIHEIIHEro Baagblku. [lepBbiii uMmnepatop oObsBUII, YTO C TOTO
CaMOro MOMEHTa Marusi CTAaHOBUTCS BHE 3aKoHa. Biajpika co3nan TeHeld, cBoux BepHbIX ciyr. Bee
OHU OBIBIIIVE BE/IbMAaKU, CKJIOHUBIIIHECS TIepe]] HOBBIM TOCIOIUHOM. TeH! MOTyduiv OOJBIIYIO CHITY
U BJAcTh. B3aMeH e OHM YHHUTOXAlOT cede MmogoOHbIX. [IpaBas pyka HBIHEHIHEro MpaBUTENs —
uHkBu3uTOp Kaiinen. Ero nepeocrenenHas 3aaya OUUCTUTH 3aTOp OT JII0OON Maruu. BegpMm 1 Ko-
IYHOB XTyT HemaaHo. be3 cyna, 6e3 nokazarenscts. Mbl 6opemcsi. Ho Ha mecte oHol youtoit Tenu,
TMOSIBJISIIOTCS JIeCATh HOBBIX. K TOMy ke Hem3BecTHasi O0KECTBEHHAsl CHJIa YKPBIBACT CITyKUTENeH
MOBEJIUTEIS, U HE BCETla MOKHO MTPEAyraiaTh UX MOsIBJICHHUE.

— [a, B oqHOM M3 BuaeHuil Mepa 4To-To roBopuiia 0 TeHsX ¥ OMacHOCTH, YTO OHU IPEJCTaB-
JISTIOT, — AJrica, KITlyOOUKOM CBEpHYBIIMCH Ha AMBaHe, CITyIIaja O 4yKOM U CTPAITHOM MHUpE, B KOTO-
POM €l IPUIETCS KUTb.

— Mepa... Crpannas Mepa... Kro 61 MOr mogymarhb, 4TO OHa MPOBHAMIA? — caM C cOOOM
3aroBopu1 Hukuac, kauas rojnoBoid. — Eciu Marus e€ cuiibHa, TO JEBYIIKA MOIVIa IOYYBCTBOBATh
npuOnmkenue TeHeir. Y He€ ke ObUTM BHICHUS cOOCTBeHHOW cMepTH. CTpaHHO, YTO OHA BCE ke
noruOna. .. S nomHsm Mepy He TOJNBKO ISl TOro, YTOOBI Y3HATh MPUUUHY €€ cMepTH, — Huk 3amor-
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yaJji, 00ayMbIBasi CIe/lyIolre clioBa. — B ckiene s ynmomuHa, 4to B 3aTope MponajaoT BeibMbl. bec-
cienHo. Hu oguH Masik, HU Yapbl, HU 3aKJISITUS], HU KPOBb HE MOT'YT OTBICKATh KeHIIMH. Hu jKUBBIX,
HU MEPTBBIX. HU Tena, HU qyIm, — HEKPOMAHT yCTaso MoTép riasza. Tak xoTeaoch 3a0bITh 000 BCEM
Y IIpOCTO craTh. — HeckosbKo aHel Hazal mponaia ouepeaHas Beapma — Bustopa. Tosxe npoBuauiia,
Kak 1 Mepa, Kak OTHbIHE U Bbl. MHE MOPY4YEHO OTHICKaTh AeBYILIKY. PekTtop moeit akagemun Opxax
HACTOSTEJILHO TOMPOCUII, a €CJIM YECTHO, TO 3aCTaBUJI MEHS B3SIThCS 32 ITO JIEJIO.

— Onxan? — Anvca Hanpsria namsTh. — Mepa HECKOJIBKO pa3 yIoMHuHasa 3T0 uMs. OH 10/KeH
ObLT TOMOYb MIEPEHECTH MOIO AyIIy B Bail MUp. Bo Bcsikom ciyyae, Mepa oueHb Ha 9TO pacCUMThI-
BaJa.

— BoBpeMs Bbl BCHOMHWIIY, — HE10BOJIbHO Haxmypuiics Huk. — Iocrapaiitech TouHee paccka-
3bIBaTh O BAIlIMX BUJICHUsIX. Pa3 yXk OTKa3pIBaeTeCh OT APYTUX CIIOCOOOB MPEAOCTABUTh MH(POPMAITHIO.

— [Ipoctute MOKOpPHO, Ballle yMHEHIIIECTBO, HO 51 B CBOM BUJEHUS He Oepy Kamepy ¢ AUKTOdO-
HOM! — BO3MyTIWIach Asuca. — JJoBOIbCTBYHCS TEM, UTO €CTh. A Toxe Xouy nomoub. Jlesnaio, 4to Mory.

— Uro Takoe Kamepa u... A, HeBakHO, — HUK MaxHy:n pykoil. — Ham HykHO OTbICKaTh IEBYIIIEK.
Wnm ux gy, eciam cOBCEM He MOBE3ET, — MyKUMHA HEPBHO PACKJIaJbIBaJl LIBETHBIE KAPTUHKU Ha
crosie. TuiMHy HapyIIan TOJIbKO LIEJIECT JIUCTKOB.

— VBrekaembes nachsiHcaMu? — Asrica HaOmogaa 3a 3alyMYUBbIM MYKYMHOH, TPOIOIIKAI0-
UM CBOM pacKJiaj.

— BosmoskHo. ¢ He 3HaMw, 4To 310, — HUK OEPHYI YyroakoM pra, eBa 3aMeTHO YJIBIOAsICh.

WutepecHo, Kak B UX MUpe 30BYTCs KapThl? B TOM, 4TO OHM 00s13aTeNbHO CYIECTBOBAJIH,
COMHEHMI He ObLT0. AJMca HepelmTesbHO MOJOIIIA K CTOMY, 3arisapBasi yepes miedo Hukiaca.

— JIIoO0MBITHO, — CKJIOHUMBIIKCH HUXE, JIEBYIIKA YBUJENA C JIECSATOK KEHCKHUX MOPTPETOB. —
Bribupaems cebe sxkeHy? — Arica MOMEHTAILHO BO3HEHABH/E A KaKIYIo.

— DTo NpomnaBIye BeAbMbI, — MYKYMHA MoOapadbaHI MaIbIIaMu IO cTomy. — [1o KpaiiHel Mepe
Te, 00 UCYE3HOBEHUH KOTOPHIX HAM COOOIIUIIH.

— Ilpomy npoienusi, — Aymca npoTsHy/a pyKy K rnoprperam. — Moxso?

JeBymika Obuta Tak 61u3k0. OIHO IBMKEHHUE, M OHA Ha CTOJE. Y MYKUMHBI AEPHYJICS KaJbIK.

— MoskHo, — xpuruto oto3Bajicss Hukmnac, oTBoas B3MIsI.

Aunuca noéxunack, omlyias, Kak oT ronoca Huknaca no crimnae 3a0eranu 0opbie Mypaiiky.
Bunenue 3aeBineil MiaeHKoN Kpyxkuio B €€ roioBe. OIepKUMOCTb Kakasi-To.

JleByIIka B3sila MayKy MOPTPETOB M BEpHYJAach Ha Oe3omacHblid nuBaH. Jlydine nepikarbes
ot Huksaca nojasnbiiie. A TO MOXHO JIMIIUTBCS HE TOJIBKO YE€CTH, HO U KPBIIM Haja rojoBoi. CTo
MIPOLIEHTOB, €T0 POJICTBEHHUYKH, y3HAB 00 OCKBEPHEHUH JOOPOIETENH UX JIParOlieHHOTO OTITPBICKA,
BBITOHAT €€ B3alllel.

OcobenHo zien. Anuca rpeacTaBiiia, Kak Obl HErofIoBajl CTapyKaH, MOTPsICasi CBOEH KITIOKOM.
CwmerHo. BusieHne cekca OTCTYNUIIO Ha BTOPOH IJ1aH.

[TomxaB HOrM, AEBYIIKA COCPEOTOYEHHO paccMaTpuBajia OAWH NOpTper 3a ApyruM. Ha Heé
CMOTpEJIY KEHIIMHbI pa3HOTo Bo3pacTta. B royoBe HeNpusATHO 3a710MIII0. AJca HEIOBOJIBHO CMOP-
[I1JIa HOC M MOTEPJIA BUCOK. MUTpeHb MOCTENEHHO Nepelia Ha BCE Teno. [leBynika IEpHYJIAch, Kak
OT yJapa, U XOTesa Mo3BaTh Ha romonib Huka, HO pe3kuil BCIuieck OO OTHSUT €€ s3bIK, U MUP
3aKpyKUICS.

«I'pomko xpycms cyxapsamu, Mepa uumana. M3 smux oypayxkux KHuz He y0aeanocs 6vbl8eoamy
HUU€20 HOBOZ0.

— Canu, npexpamu eoposamyo edy! Mue nHadoeno cnyckamucsi Ha KYyxuwo. A meos moacmas
nona, Mol CAaOKUIi, CKOpO He NOMeCMUMCs 8 NOCMeNU, — NONCYPUNA OHA 36EPbKA.

Ecau Canu u obudencs, mo suoa ve nooan. O npooonxican 6KYcHo YyMuHams 3a8mpax 000xca-
MOl XO3AUKU.

— Canu, — Mepa 3axcmypunacs. — Onsimo HAUUHAENCSL.
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Llupoxo pacnaxuye 2naza, Mepa é3upana oOHUMU OeAKaMU 21A3 HA PACMEPSHHYIO U CO8Ep-
WeHHO cOUmyto ¢ moaxka Aaucy.

«Heyotcmo st mooice mak vlensidncy», — ycneaa nooymams 0esyuKa, Kozoa eé 3amsiHyno 8 guoe-
Hue Mepwt.

B kamepe 06110 x0100HO0 U coipo. /lesyuika ¢ OAUHHOT YEPHOLL KOCOLL 1eX#cana Ha KAMEHHOM 803-
eviutenuu. Eé pyxu, noeu u wies Ovlau cmanymol moacmoimu eepésxamu. OOHANCEHHOE MeNo CNAOULb
NOKPbI8ANU KPOBb U 2PSI3b.

— T'oeopu, — pazoanoce epyboe ckpedxcemarue u3 yend. Aauca nOBEPHYAA 20108y U OMUAM -
HYaacy. B memHome, crosHo cmamyu, cmosau mpu 8blcokue puzypul, ykymarHle @ uéproe. Jluya
cKpbléanu macku. Heavzs 06110 noHAmMb, KMO UAU UIMO CKPbIBAemcst NOO KANIOUWOHAMU.

— IIpowy eac, — npocmonana Oegyutka, 0OAU3bI8ASE ONYXUUE U NOAONAGUIUECS. O UCTNSA3AHULE
2yovl. — Kasinyco 60eamu, s Huuezo te audxcy. A ool ckazana eam. Ho euderus He npuxoosim no siena-
Huto... Ilozeonvme mue yiimu.

— bonaw evizvisaem amoyuu, a amoyuu — BUOEHUsl, — 0MO36A10CH CYULECmeo 8 naaue. — 3Hauum,
mano ooau. [lomoeu eii docmuus dHcenaemozo, — oH KueHyn coceoreli Tenu. — [ycmo yeuoum 6cé...

Aesywuxa 6e338yuno 3apvioana. Eé xpynkue naeuu 3ampsacauce, u3 2na3 nomekau CAé3wl,
ocmaensguiie Yucmole noA0Cul Ha 2pasHom auue. OHa He moauna o nomowu. He npocunra ocmaro-
eumscs. He noimanace evipeamuvcs. FOnas eedvma peana 20pao om CmoHo8, NOAHbIX 60U, cCMOMPs
MYMHBIMU 21430MU 8 NOMOAOK neulepsl. Tenb nomana eé nanvupl, OpodUra KOCmu Hoe, coupana
KOJICY U Pe3ana HCunwl.

Kpuuana oesywxa, kxpuuana Mepa, kpuuara Aauca».

—Huk. .. — Anmca nieruisiiach 3a TEIUTYIO PyKy, OOSICh OTKPBITH I71a3a. — HUK. .. — OHa 3apbiaara.

Oy THB HOBBIY TOTYOK B TOJIOBE, JIEBYIIIKA OOHSUIA MYXXUYHMHY, OIUIETas €ro M0 PyKaMH.

— boxe moit. Onsth, — Anrca 3anuBaiia cne3amu rpyab Hukiaca, cxumasi B Kylakax BOpOT
copouku. — Ymorsiio! IIpekpatu ato. He ornyckail meHs.

— Anmca. .. — HEKpOMaHT OECITOMOIITHO B3MpaJl Ha 3aKaTUBIIIKECS I71a3a AeBYIIKH. OHY BHOBb
crayim 6epiMu. My KurHA HEKHO OaloKasl HeCUaCcTHYIO BeIbMYy B CBOMX 00bATUAX. LlenoBan 3anuTeie
cie3aMu MIEKH, BCKJIOKOYEHHbIE BOJIOCH, PYKH, CKUMAIOIIHUECS B KYJIaKH.

«TeHv cnaonyn Ha uspamerHoe meno uepHo8on0coll Oesyuiku. EE nekozoa onecmsuue, nonHvie
300p08b3L U HCUHU 80A0CHI NPEBPAMUNUCH 8 KPOBABYIO CONOMY.

— Ewé oona mepmea. A mvl mak Huuezo u He yznaau. Ocmanuce 6cezo 08e 6e0bMbl.. .

— Ham HystcHo Oblmb ocmopodichee, —2ayxo npoyedun e2o HanapHuk. — Katioeny ne nonpasumcs,
ecau 6ce Ynokosimcs, a npopo4ecmseo mak u He Oyoem packpuimo.

— Kaiioen 3ansm nouckamu youtiypl pwiiceli 6e0bMbl, KOMOPYIO COOUPANCS YHUUMONCUMD
cam, — Tenv nepekunyn uepes naeuo 6e3HCU3HEeHHOe MeNo 3AMYUEHHOL OeBYUIKU U 8bLUULEN U3 KAMEDbL. —
Ceiiuac emy naesamuv Ha 8C¢, — 08ePb COCEOHELl KAMEPDL C 2DOXOMOM 0meopunacsy. Tenv neeko 3a0po-
CUNL CBOIO JHCEPMBY HA 2PYOY HCEHCKUX MeN, NeHCABUUX HA KaMeHHOM noay. — Hyowcno uzbasumocs
om 3mo2o. OHU CKOPO HAMHYM BOHSMb, — OH 2PYOO OMNUXHYA 8 CHOPOHY 0OPbIBOK Ubeli-1M0 00eHCObI.

— Heawvzs. Hukeu3umop ckasan, umo noka menda Haxo0samcs 30ech, ux OYuil He NOKUHYN 20py
u 3amop. A cemvu He cmozym yzHamo mecmo cmepmu. Ocmanoce 0ge edbmul. Hyorcno nomepneme.

3acmaenss cebs gotimu credom 8 kamepy, Aauca paccmampueana usypoooeaHHbvle MUY 0esy-
wex. Ona sudena ux ecex. Kascoas eéedvma, nexcasuas ceituac, 6yomo mycop Ha noay, yavloaiacs
el ¢ nopmpema.

Aauca 3axcmypunace. [ouemy euderue eé ne ocmaensiem? 3auem oHa 30ece ? /lesyuwika 6 omua-
SHUU NPOCKOAB3UNA 8324500M NO Kamepe U ysuoeaa cmaiiky oyut... becnaomuvie 6edbmbl dHcarucsy
opye K Opyey, 8 yocace cCMOMPs Ha UCKOPENCEHHble mend U COUX Kapamenel.

Aaucy npoounra opodic.

— boorce...»

— IIpomry Te6si... Ounuch! — Hukiiac o0THpat IO AEBYIIKH BIAKHBIM MOJTOTEHIIEM.
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Anuca 3akanuisiiack. OHa Jiekaiia Ha cBoei nocreu. Bo pry nocenwicss HEIpUATHBINA MeTal-
JIMYECKUH BKYC KPOBH. J[JOJKHO OBITh HEKPOMAHT OTHEC €€ B CIIAIBHIO.

— Huk. ..

— Bepnynack. Kak e Thl MeHs Hamyrasia, — Hukonac Osut OnieiHee cBoel pyOariku.

— Bugumo, oueHb, pa3 Thl peliu EPEUTH Ha Thl, — IEBYIIIKA MPOBeJIa PyKoH 1o juily. VI3 Hoca
BCE €IlE 11T KPOBb.

Huk ynbiOHysacsa. OH Kpernko Aepikai AEBYIIKY B CBOMX pyKax, OyATO OOsUICS, YTO BUJCHUS
BHOBB 320epyT e€.

— OHM MepTBHI... — BOCIIOMUHAHUS 0OpyIirch Ha Asnucy. OHa MoBepHYJIach, Mavkasi Kpo-
BBIO U Clle3aMU pyOaIky mMy;kurHbl. — Huk, Beabmbl MepTBbl. I Bunopa ympér. [ e cMory Huvero
crenartb. Ml €€ He CrlacéM.

HekpomaHT He ctast Oonbllie HUYero crpanmsath. [IprkaBIIMCh K BIQKHBIM T'yOaM JIEBYIIKH,
OH TIPUHSUT pellieHre 32 HUX 00OMX. BCIIBIIIKY BUIGHUI MEJTbKAJIM B TOJIOBE, MOKA3bIBasi MyKUMHE
y4acTb HECUYACTHBIX KEHILIMH.

— MeptBbl He Bce. Octanuch emnié aBe MpoBUAMLbL, — HUKIac mpuxuman k cede miadyInyio
AeBYHIKY. — MbI orpoOyeM UM MoMOYb.

— Her. Ux noka tpoe. IlepBoe Buaenue npuHayiexkano Mepe, a nmocieaHee ObJI0O MOUM JIY-
HbIM. YepHOBoJIOCas IeBYIIKA MTOKA )KMBA, HO CKOPO YMPET.

— [Touemy TbI mymaeriib, 4To 3T0 BUAeHUe He Mepbl? — Hukiac o3agaueHHO HaXMyprJT OpOBH.
OH OCTOpPOXHO CTHPaJ OCTATKM KPOBH C JIULA JIEBYIIKH, CTAPasICh HE NOPAHUTh HEXKHYIO KOKY.

— Hpyrue omryiieHus, — Anuca ykasana pykoi Ha rpyab. — COOCTBEHHbIE UyBCTBYIOTCSI MHAYE.

— Bor kak? — Myx4rHa efiBa 3aMeTHO Harnpsrcs. — M urto 3a BugeHue Obi10 nepsbiM? TBOMM.

AJca rycro NnokpacHesna.

«f sudena meos... Ha mue... Bo mue...»

Ho B™MecTO 3THX CJI0B OTKaILIsLIIach.

— D70 IMYHOE.

— Ma? — Huk ckpunHyn 3yoamu. — M HacKonbko JudHoe?

— Ouenb, — Asrca nokavasa rojioBoii. — CoBepilieHHO He TBOEro yma JieJo.

— JloOomnbITHO, — HUKIac CKpUBWIICS U, TIOAHUMASCh, MPAKTUYECKU MIBBIPHYN JEBYIIKY CO
CBOMX KOJIEH Ha MOCTEJIb.

— Huckonbko, — IEKM BHOBb 3aJIMJIO KPAacKol. [ OHs noaasbiie majibHble MBICIH, AJHca cesa
poBHee. — Uto Oynem nenarts?

Huxknac ne 3Han, yero xorena Asuca, HO BOT €My CaMOMY JI0 CMEPTH XOTEJIOCh BBITPSICTH U3
BPEIHOW BEeIbMBI BCIO MPaBY. YK He KEHHMXa JI OHA CBOETO TaKk CaMO3a0BEHHO CKPbIBAET?

— 41 Hanuiy nucekMo cBoeMy pekTopy. Pacckaxy mpasiy 0 Bac ¥ O TOM, YTO Bbl U3 BUJIEHUI
y3HAJIM.

Onste oH BbIKaeT. [leByliika 3akaruia riasa.

— TBoi1 pekTop MeHs He BbLAACT? — AJica UcbITyoIIe ocMoTpena Ha Hukiaca. — Hukro xe
HE JIOJIKEH Y3HaTb, YTO TeJI0 Mephl BCE €IIE KUBET U. .. IIPOBUANT.

— Her, koneyno. C1aé€rcst MHE, XUTPbIid CTApUK BCE ITO CaM U MPUAYMaJl, — HEKPOMAaHT yceJscsi
B KpecJio, HaOJmo/Ias 3a TaHmeM orasi. — Ho yBeioMmtio ero Bc€ paBHO.

— Huknac, 3Haerb, 0 4éM s mogymasa? — AJiica MoBepHY/Iach K My KUUHE, JIOBSI €r0 B3IJIsAL. —
4 xouy nonacte B 1oM Mepsl, B €€ KOMHaTy. MHe KaxkeTcs, TaM €CTh YTO-TO, YTO HAM ITOMOXET. ..

— 4 Toxe mymai 00 3TOM, — MyKUMHA KUBHYJ CBOUM MBICIISIM. — Bam HykHO cnaTb. A yTpom
MBI BCE 00CY/IUM, XOPOIIIO?

- Ha...

— [Ipunumo Bam eny B KoMHary, — Hukiiac nogomeén k nsepu. — Ho KoMIIaHuIo cOCTaBUTh HE
cMory. CIMIIKOM MHOTO JIell.

— Kak ckaxenib, — Ajica yTKHYJIACh B3IJIS1JOM B CBOM CLETJICHHBIE MAJIbLIBI.
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— Mepa, — HEO)KMIAHHO OKJIMKHYJ JeBYIIKY Hukiac, He ycneB 3aKkpbiTh ABepb. — S 3a0bL1
CIIPOCUTH. .. B BalieM BUIEHUH Bbl OOHAPYKWJIM TOJIBKO Tena JeByiiek? B kamepe Toii. . .

— Her. Iy s Toxxe Bugena, — Anuca no€xumiack. — OHU ObLTM HECUACTHBIE U OYEHb HaITy-
TaHHBIE.

— He moxer takoro Obith. ThI %€ HE HEKPOMAHT, — HEIOBEPUYHMBO BHITATIIT MY KUMHA U OCEKCSI.
C 3T0¥ IeByIIKOM BCE OBUIO HE IO MIPABHJIAM.

— A Tebs celiyac coBceM Oropoliry, HO s ¥ Ballly MAMEHbKY UMEIO PaJoCTh JIMLIE3PETh, U I00pOro
nenymo. Keratu, nicuny s Toxe Buky. OTyéTiBee Te0s1, MEeXIy MPOYMM, — €IKO 3aMeTHIa AJuca.
E€ pasppaxanu nocrossHHsle comHenns Hukiiaca.

— B aT1OM Kak pa3 HET HUYEro yAMBUTEBHOIO. [le/l ¢ MaTepblo HAIIOJHEHB! POIOBOM Maruei.
WX maxe OOBIYHBINA YEJOBEK CMOXET YBHIETh, HE TOBOps yke o BeabMe. A Ha CTHra si HaJIOXKUT
3aksTre. s Te6s. YToObl BBl MOTIIM B3aUMOZICHCTBOBATh, — HUK CTOSIT B IBEPSIX, HE 3HAS YUTH WIH
BEpPHYThCSA Ha3aj. — [Ipyrue nymm Tel He JOJKHA BUIETh. TONIBKO Maram CMEpPTH 3TO MOABJIACTHO.

— JlomkHa — He JIo/kHA... He momkHa — 3HauwT, He Oyay... — Asmca 3eBHyJIa. — Mo yxe,
Huknac. 4 xouy ectb u cnatb. He 3a0ynb 3akpbiTh 32 OO0 IBEepb, —AJHca yrana Ha MOLYIIKH.
[oBepHyBIIMCh HAa OOK, AEBYIIKA MOMOJIMIACH BCEM M3BECTHBIM OOram, 4ToObl OHU JapOBaIU €Ml
CIIOKOWMHBII COH.

HexkpomaHTt niprcionuics K 3aTBOpEHHOM 1Bepu. [1aas rnca, KpyKUBIIIETro Y ero HOT, OH 3a/1yM-
YUBO BCIIOMUHAJI TIOCIEJHUI pa3roBop ¢ Asucoit. JIo Jero e crpaHHasi BeJibMa.

— Cryr, npucMOTpHUIIb 3a HAILEH FOCThEM, APYKOK ?

[I€éc pamoCTHO raBKHYJI ¥ 3aBWJISITT XBOCTOM.
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I'maBa 11. HoBas :KXu3HbL

Anucy pa30ynuit apomar 3arned4éHHoro msca. Heyxenn oHa ycnena Tak OblcTpo ycHYTb? OT
NPEIBKYIIEHHUS TOPSYEero yKMHA BECh COH MTHOBEHHO CJIETell,  HACTPOSHUE B3METHYJIOCH J10 Hebec.

CockouMB ¢ nocresu, Ajuca ycenach 3a CEpBUPOBAHHBIN CTOJIMK U MOJIHSIA METATTUYECKYIO
KPBIILIKY. 3anax eJpl BOpPBAJICA B HOC, HANOJIHSAS POT CIIOHOM M MPOBOLMPYS OE3yMHOE XKeJlaHue
ChECTb BCE U Cpa3y. 3ane4yEHHbIe OBOIIM, HECKOIBKO BHIOB MsCa, KPOXOTHbIE OYJIOUKM U OOJBIION
rpacuH, HAMOJIHEHHBIH a0l KUAKOCTHIO. JIeByIlKa paJocTHO MOTEPIA PYKU U 3alleNiiIa ¢ TapeKU
pyMsiHyIo niepenénky. [Ipubopamu Anuca permna nperedpeyus. BoileHapruBarbes He niepe]] KeMm, a y
He€ C caMoil CMEpPTH MaKOBOW POCHMHKH BO pTy He Obulo. Tosbko pary... [IBoiiHas nopuus. . .

63



K. A. Crepnenko. «HeBecra u3 ckjiena»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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