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AHHOTaAMSA

HlepeBeHckass JeBymika AmuHduca XodyeT TIOMOYb CBOEMY
BO3IIIOOJIEHHOMY CIIPABUTLCS CO CMepTeNbHBIM Heayrom. [Iis 3Toro
OHAa wujeT ¢ mpochOOW K JecHOW BeapMe Yiurte. Ha Oepery
TaMHCTBEHHOro MepTBOro ozepa BelbMa MPOBOAWUT KOJJOBCKOH
00psi Hall IapHeM. A B3aMeH oHa TpeOyeT oT AHQUCH], YTOOBI Ta
HaBcerja OCTanach B ee N30YIIKe. ..

Uro ke XJIeT NeBYIIKY B Jiecy?
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Exarepuna IllutoBa
MepTBOE 03epo

Yacte 1

Korma s yBuaena ero B MHBAJIMIHON KOJISICKE: XYJOrO M W3-
MOXJICHHOTO, MO€ CepIIe CKaJoCh OT TOCKH. §] monpaBumia mab
Ha TUIeyax, CIpBITHYJIA C TeJIerd U Momnuia HaBcrpeuy. [lomorias
BIUIOTHYIO, 51 MIpUCeJa Ha KOPTOUYKHM, B3slJIa €r0 XOJIOJAHbIC PYKU
Y TIOJIHEC]IA MX K T'yOaMm.

Moii B3r1s1/1 OBUT CIIOKOEH, @ €0 — PacTepsiH U CJIerKa Hary-
rat. 1 HUKOra paHblie He BHUIENIa, 4TOObI OH Oosiics. Haobopor,
OH Bcer/ia ObLT CUJIBHBIM, CMEJIBIM, a TeTlephb Ka3aJiCsl COBEPIIICH-
HO OECITOMOIIHBIM U TIO9TOMY BBI3BIBAJ JKAJIOCTh. Y MEHs Iepe-
XBATWIO JIbIXaHWE OT MOJKATUBIIIETO K TOPIYy KOMKA.

— BoT TOJIBKO He HaJIo MeHsI kKajieTh! — CKa3ajl OH BMECTO IPH-
BETCTBUSI, KaK OyATO MPOYUTAB MOH MBICTIH.

— 4 pana Buneth TeOs1, Kupu! — orBeTnna s, — a BOT MeHH,
HA000pPOT, MOKHO TIOXKAJIETh.

Sl ykazaya BbIpa3UTENIbHBIM B3IJISIOM Ha ceOst — Ha MHE Obl-
JIM HAJEThl BHICOKHE PE3WHOBBIE CArOTH, JAOBEPXY 3ajIsaHHbIe
rps3pio. Houbto ObLT NOX[Ib, U C yTpa I'psA3b ellle He MPOCOoXIa.
OH ynbIOHYJICSI MHE. YIMBUTENLHO, HO YJIBIOKA Y HETO OCTalach
NpeXHeN — Nep3KOi U 3aJIOPHOM, COBCEM, KaK B CTyJeHUYECKHE



rofpl. Y MeHsl clierka 3akpyKWiach rojioBa OT YyBCTB, KOTOpPbIE
BHE3AITHO HAXJIBIHYJIM U 3alumnaio B Hocy. He xBataiio emie pas-
peBeThCs MPAMO ceryvac!

— A T IOXOpoIena, AHduca! — NpUSTHBIN KEHCKUI TOJI0C
C XPUIIOTLION MPO3BYYal MPsIMO HA10 MHOM.

41 monpaBuia CBOE MPOCTEHBKOE TUIATHE B KPYIHBIM TOPOX U
B3MJISIHYJIA HA MOJIHO OJIETYIO JIEBYIIKY, CTOSIIYIO psaoM ¢ Ku-
PUJLIOM:

— Cnacu60, MapuHa. Thl TOXE OTJIMYHO BBITJISIAIIIb.

JleBy1ika mojionuia Ko MHe 1 00Hs1a 3a 1ieun. OObaTHs Obl-
JIM XOJIOMHBIMUA U HEUCKPEHHUMHU — TMPOCTO Jyis Buaa. S mpe-
KPAaCHO 3Hal0, Kak OOHUMAIOT JIIO/IM, KOTOPHIM MBI, ICTBUTEb-
HO, IOPOTHY — TaK, Kak Oy/ITo Yepe3 MPUKOCHOBEHUE XOTSAT MOJe-
JIMTBCSI YACTUYKOM CBOETO Teria. MaprHa ke OTCTpaHWIach OT
MeHS1, He YCIIeB PUKOCHYThCS.

OT Hee MaxJio IOPOTMMHM JIyXamMHu. DTOT TSKENbIA, TyIIHbIA
apomar 3a OJIHy CEKyH/ly [IepeHeC MeHsI B POIILJIOE. Y IUBUTEb-
HO, KaK MHOTO XpaHsT 3anaxu. 5 xe oberana cede rnepes BCTpe-
Yeid, 4TO MPOIUIOe — B MPOIILJIOM, U YTO s1 He Oy/1y BCIIOMUHATH
HU 0 yeM. Ho cTomsio MHe o4yBCTBOBAaTh apOMaT, 3HAKOMBIiA €
TeX JaJIeKUX JHEH, KaK mepe]] I1a3aMu Cpasy ke CTaId MeIbKaTh
KapTUHKHU, KOTOPbIE 51 TAK CTApasiaCh 3a0bITh. ..

— Koraa 51 nonyuunia TBoe m1uchbMo, 51 He IOBEPUJIa CBOUM IJia-
3aM, — 3aropopujia MapuHa, CMOTpsl Ha MEHSI BHUMATEJIbHbIM
B3IJISIZIOM M3-TIOJ] TYCTBIX, HAPOIIIEHHBIX PECHUII, — a KOTJIa TPO-
YyHUTasa ero, To MoAyMasa, 4to Thl TYT, B CBOEH JIEpPEBHE, COBCEM



conuia ¢ yma. HaBepHoe, s Tak u He oTBeTHIIa OBI, eci Obl Ku-
PUJUT CaM He HaIlleJT 3TO MUChMO B Kyue CTapbIX Oymar.

— Tsl TOXE MOIYMaJI, 4TO 5 COILIA ¢ yMa? — crpocua s, 00-
pamasice K Kupumny.

— Her 4rto THI, — OTBETHII OH, TTOMOJTYAJT C XUTPHIM BUJIOM, a
MIOTOM JI00ABWJI, — TIOMHUTCS, ThI BCeraa ObUla ¢ JIETKOW TpUIy-
pbio!

Ha mapy cexkyH/1 HaJ HAMUY TIOBUCJIA TUITIMHA, a IOTOM MBI, HE
CroBapMBasiCh, 3aCMESUIHICh BCE BMeECTe.

— Ha camowm sieste, o B MOEM TIOJIOKEHVH TOTOBBI TIOBEPUTD
BO BCE, JIaXe B Jiejia MOpo3a. JIuib Obl POJTUTh XOTh HEHAJION-
0 3Ty YEPTOBY KU3Hb.

MapuHa oTBepHYJIaCh B CTOPOHY C MOMPAYHEBIITNM JIUIIOM, a
s cMoTpesia Ha Kupwiia u He 3Hasa, 4TO OTBETUTD.

[Topa Obu10 oTnpaBaAThCA B MyTh. Hac knana Yiura. Haka-
HYHE 5 IPUXOJIMJIa K Hel B XMXKHMHY, YTOOBI HATOMHUTH O CBOEH
npockOe. Yiura Oblia MeCTHOM BebMOM, J1a TAKOW JIPEBHEM, UTO
Jla’ke CTAPUKU HEe MOIJIM BCHIOMHUTD, CKOJIBKO €l JIeT Ha CaMOM
Jene.

VauTa Kuja B jecy oTiieabHullel. BMecTo onexasl Hocuia
cTapoe, 3aHOIIEHHOE JIO AbIP TPSIbe, MOKPHIBAJIA TOJIOBY TOCE-
PEBIIMM OT BPEMEHH TUIATKOM, U3-TI0]] KOTOPOTO B Pa3HbIE CTO-
POHBI TOpYAJIM TIPSIM Ce/IbIX BoJIoC. Ee Koska OblTa MoK phiTa TITy-
OOKMMM MOpIIIMHAMU U OOpOJaBKaMU, KYCTUCTBIE, TOCTOSTHHO
HaXMypeHHble OpOBU MPUIABAIIM JIMITy CYpOBOE BHIpaKEHUE, a
TO/1 TOHKAMHU, KPETIKO CKAaTBIMU r'y0aMu, CKpbIBaiach 0e33ydast



4emmocTb. MI3-3a 0TCyTCTBHS 3yOOB peub YIIUTHI Oblj1a CBOEOOpa3-
Hasi — ¢ OOMJTHIEM HIMIISIIMX U CBUCTSIIMX 3BYKOB, a KOTJa OHa
pyrajach, TO BO BCE CTOPOHBI JIETEJIU OPBI3TU CJTIOHBL.

Hetu Gosimich YIuTy, Kak OrHsl, Be[Jb POAUTENH C TMEJIEHOK
MyTrajy HEMOCIYIIHBIX MaJIbIIIEH 37101 BeIbMOM, )KUBYIIIEH B Jie-
cy. [a 1 B3pocibie 01 €€ ONnacaylvch — CJIUIIKOM BPEAHOM OHA
Obl1a. YyTh UTO HE 10 Hel — ryousia yposkai OTHUM CBOUM TTPO-
KJISIThEM, CKUTajla CEHO MCKPOMETHBIM B3IVISOM, BaJIjA 3/10-
POBOro MYy;KMKa Ha POBHOM MECTE — TaK, YTO OH U MOJHATHCS
MIOTOM HE MOT' OT HETIOHSTHOIO HEAyra.

4 Buzena BenpMy YIUTY JIMIIb OJHAXK/bI, B IETCTBE — KakK-
TO OHA MPOIILJIa MUMO HAILIero JOMa, OCTAHOBUJIACh Y KaJUTKU
Y TI03BaJla MEHSI.

— DU, IeBYOHKA, HE XOYEIllb JI IOMTH cO MHOM? MHe Kak pa3
HY’KHa IMOMOIIIHUIIA MO XO35UCTBY !

4 ucnyranach 10 cMEpTU U, IOMOTAB U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY
rOJIOBOM, MOMSATUIIACH K IoMY. Mama Bcerzia MHe TOBOpUJIa, YTO
CIMHOM K Be/IbMe MOBOPAYMBATLCS HU B KOEM CJIy4ae HeJb3s —
OHA HEMPEMEHHO HaILIeT MOpYy, U s CTHUI0 3a:kuBO. [Toatomy
MaJIEHbKMMH IIa)XKKaMH Ha TPSCYILMXCS HOTax 51 MpOJBUIaIach
Ha3aJl, HO BJAPYT OCTYNWJIACh W ymaja B TpaBy. Beapma Yiwura
pa3pasuiach MPOTUBHBIM, TPOMKHUM CMEXOM, a IIOTOM CKa3aJja:

— Hy-ny! Hacraner nens — npugems Ko MHe cama!

W BOT, IENCTBUTEINILHO, KaK ¥ MPOPOYMIIA CTapyXa, s Mpulllia

K HEH cama. ..
skksk



Mpsi ¢ MapuHoii BMecTe niepecaauiu Kupuiia u3 uHBaIua-
HOH KOJISICKM B 3aNpsDKEHHYIO JIOMIAABI0 Tenery. YToosl eMy Obl-
JI0 ynoOHO, 1 ellle ¢ Beyepa ycTiaia JHO TeJleTH MSATKOH CoJlo-
Moi. [ Ha 1o, Kak MapuHa Koe-Kak KOBBUISIET 110 KOYKaM
B CBOMX MOJHBIX TY(JisiX, s HE clepXkajach U MpOIIUIeNna en
CKBO3b 3yOBI:

— Tr1 BOOOIIE Mymaita, Kyaa Thl eferb? Heyxenn Hentb3s ObLIo
HAIETh Keabl?

— N3BuHM, 51 HE 3HAsA, YTO y BaC TYT BCE TaK IJIOXO! — HApoO-
YUTO TPOMKO U BBICOKOMEPHO OTBETHJIA JIEBYIIIKA, PE3KUM JIBU-
’KE€HUEeM OTKMHYB CBETJIbIN 3aBUTOM JIOKOH, YIIABIIUNA HA JIUIIO.

MapuHa npe3puTesbHO B3IVISIHY/IA HA MOM Carlory, U MHE 3a-
XOTEJIOCh TTPOBAIUTHCS IO 3eMJTI0 OT cThiga. OHa 3a0pasnach B
TeJIETY, a s OTBEPHYJIACh U, B34B JIOIIAAb [10] Y3Lbl, [IOBENIA €
B CTOPOHY Jieca. { cipluana, kak Mapuna u Kupuin neperern-
THIBTUCH MEXy COOOM, HO U3-3a CKpHUIIa KOJIec, He MOIJIa pa3o-
OpaTh HU OJHOTO CJIOBA.

— He Bonnyurecs, g xopoio 3Hato 311 Mecra. C Bamu He Ci1y-
YUTCSl HUYETO TIOXOro, — CKazaja si, 00EpHYBIINCh.

Bup y moux "maccaxupoB” ObUT B3BOTHOBaHHBIN. Kpaem ria-
3a A 3aMeTrIa, 4To MapuHa aepxut Kupuiuia 3a pyKy v J1aCKOBO
NIOIVIaXKKBaeT ee. B rpyau KosbHYJIO, U 1 yCTaBUIIaCh Ha JOPOTY.

kekesk

Hano Ob1710 ciymiate MamMy, KOTOpasi yrpaiBaia MeHsl CeMb
JIET TOMY Ha3aj He €3[AUThb B ropo]. MaTeprHCKOe cepale yxke
TOTAa YyBCTBOBAJIO, YTO HAYEM XOPOIIMM 3TO HE 3aKOHYMTCSI.



Ho s 6bu1a 10Ha 1 ynipsiMa.

[loHavany s yumsiach TOBOJIBHO-TaKH ITPUJIEKHO, ITOCIIE yUe-
Obl HUKY/Ia HE XO[1JIa, TOTOBMIIACh K napam. Ho Ha TpeTbeM Kyp-
ce Ha MeHs BJIpyr oOparwi1 BHUMaHue Kupuui, camblii nomyssp-
HbIIi [TApeHsb B HallleM yHuBepcuTeTe. Kupuiut 6bu1 KpacaB4nkoM
Y CIOPTCMEHOM, OH OYapOBBIBAJI BCEX CBOEN XapU3MOU, IOHOIIIE-
CKOH JIep30CThI0 U cMebiMU TocTynkamu. Kasanock, He ObL10
JEBYIIKH, KOTOpast Obl TAHO HE B3JIpIXaJla [10 HEMY.

U Bot kak-To Kupuut noponien Me:x iy napamMmu KO MHE U IIPU-
racui1 B KMHO. Bot Tak mpocto! Mou nonpy kK 1o oOIIexu-
THIO BOCTOP/KEHHO aXajli BCE OCTaBILMECS MEPEMEHBI, 5 KE pe-
IIMAJIa, YTO BCE ITO KakKasg-TO IVIynas LIyTKa. I'7ie nmomysaspHble
JEBYOHKU — B CTUJIbHBIX Haps/Jax, C KPaCUBbIMU YKJIAJKaMHU U
JUIMHHIOIIIMMU HaKJIaJHbIMU HOI'TSIMH, U TJie 51 — MaJIeHbKasl, ce-
pasi, HeB3pauHasi Mblka? [1o Moeit ofesk/ie cpasy MOKHO ObLIO
HIOHATH, YTO f NIpUEXaa U3 IIyXOU JEPEBHU — CEPbId CBUTED,
JUITMHHASI YyepHas 100Ka 1 Oenast myxoBasi iajlb BMECTO MOJHOTO
mapduka. Ax fa, eme y MeHsl OblTa KOca, YIOKEHHAsh BOKPYT
T'OJIOBBI — MaMa FOBOPWJIA, YTO MHE OUYEHb MJIET 3Ta MPUYECKA.

K Tomy *ke g 3Hasa, yto Kupnsul TonbKo-TOJBKO paccTaiics
CO CBOEU AEBYIIKOW, C KOTOPOH OHU COOUPATTUCH TTOKEHUThCSI.
Mex/ly HUIMM IPOM301LIa KaKas-TO HEMPUSATHAsI UCTOPHS, T0-
rOBapyBaJIv, YTO OHA U3MEHWJIA eMy c pyrom. Eie u u3-3a 3to-
IO MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE HECEPBHE3HO.

Kak e g1 ynuBuiIachk, Korja nocje nap Msl ¢ ogpyraMu Bbl-
T U3 y4eOHOro Kopmyca u yBuaean Kupwiia, oH Kaan Me-



Hsl ¢ OyKeTOM 1BETOB. $1 CHUIBHO CMYTHJIACh, TMOJOILIA K HEMY
U CKazaJia, 4To 3aHATa U B KUHO He noiiny. [lotom s pa3BepHy-
JIach ¥ OBICTPO yOeskasia B OOILIEeKUTHE, 1aXKe IIBETHI HE TPUHSLIA.
Buaumo, 3T0-TO 1 3aCTaBUIIO €ro BKJIIOUUTh PEKUM "OXOTHUKA".
Kupuut npuBbIK, 4TO JIEBUYbs JIIOOOBH JTAETCS My JIETKO U 0e3
YCWIWI, U €T0 3ajieia MOsI PeaKIusl.

OH He craics 1axe Toraa, Korja rmojly4dniI HECKOJIBKO OTKa30B
OT MeHsl. Mou NoAPYKKU KPYTUJIM Y BUCKA U CUUTAIIM MEHS CY-
MacIIe/IIed — TaKoW KJIACCHBIN MapeHb JT0OMBAJICS MOETO pac-
MOJIOXKEeHH S, a 51 BopoTuiia Hoc. Ho s cepaiiem 4yBcTBOBasIa, YTO
YTO-TO TYT HE Tak. "Y BCEro B MUpE €CTh POBHS: U Y )KUBOTHBIX,
u y monei. He umm BTOpyio MOJIOBUHY Cpeau Tex, KTo TeOe He
POBHS," — Tak roBopuja MHe Mama. VI 10 mopsl 4O BpeMeHH s
CJyIIaIach ITOTO COBETA.

skekk

OT MOUX MBIC/IEN O MPOIILJIOM MEHS OTBJIEK TPOMKHU CBUCT.
S noaHsIa royIoBy U yBUJENA BebMY YIIUTY, KOTOpast yke MOj-
*ugana Hac 'y bosbmoro xonma. Ilorpysusimce B BOCIIOMHAHA-
HUS, 9 JaXe He 3aMeTHIa, KaK MbI JIOIUIM 10 Hero. ¢ moporia
K YiuTe, 1 MHE TIPUIILIIOCH CIiepBa BHICIYIIATH e 3I00HOe BOp-
YaHUe IO MOBO/Y TOTO, YTO MbI CJIMIIIKOM JIOJITO TOOUPAIIUCh.

— Bot npokiisiHy Beex Tpoux, Oynere 3HaTh, Kak 3aCTaBJIsITh
KJaTh YIUTY — IPOIIIUTIENA OHA, TIOMPABJIsisl HAa TOJIOBE TPSI3HBIN
TJIATOK.

A nocmotpena na Kupuiiia ¢ MapuHo# — OHM TOPUBETCTBO-
BaM YIIUTY, HO Ta JJaXke He B3MJISIHYJIA HAa HUX, U Terepb peds-



Ta PACTEPSIHHO CMOTpPEJM Ha CTapyXy, He 3Hasl, KaKk BeCTH ceOsi
¢ Hell. UToOBI XOTh HEMHOTO pa3psAUTh OOCTAHOBKY, 51 0OpaTu-
Jlach K Yiure:

— Viura, 310 Kupusut u Mapuna, Mou 1py3bsi U3 ropoja.

Benpma Opocuiia HemoOpbIi B3MIAL Ha Kupuiuia v mpomam-
Kaja 6e33yObIM PTOM:

—3TO U eCTb TOT OE3HOTMI KajieKa, KOTOPbIid coOpasics MOMHU-
parb? 3a HEero Thl MPUXOAUIA MPOCUTb MEHS?

4l mokpacHena, cuienuiaa pyky B 3aMOK M ¢ MOJIbOOH ITOCMOT-
pena Ha crapyxy. OT HEJIOBKOCTH MHE CHOBA 3aXOTeJI0Ch IPOBa-
JIMTHCS1 CKBO3b 3eMJTIO.

— He nepexusaii, Anduca. ta crapymika MHe o aymie. OHa,
B OTJIMYME OT HEKOTOPBIX, HE JIbCTUT U3 KAJIOCTU, & TOBOPUT TO,
4TO €CTh Ha caMoM jene, — Kupun ynsionyncs Yaure.

— Crapymka? Cam Tbl crapyiuka, Oapan HeryTeBblit! S ere
BCEX Bac MepexkuBy!— 37100HO BbIpyrajaach YIuTa, U s, IOKpac-
HEB ellle CUJIbHee, MprKalia K rydam yKa3aTe/IbHbIN majiell, MHO-
rO3HAYMTENILHO MOCMOTpesa Ha, Kupuiina.

— Ham nopa otrnipaBisitbesl B My Th — CKa3asa s, eJjasi OCKO-
pee 3aKOHYMTb 3TY HEYMECTHYIO CJIOBECHYIO NEPENaJIKY.

BenpMa gOKOBBUISIIA IO MEHSI M IIPUCTATILHO TOCMOTpeJia MHE
B JIMLIO.

— AHdwuca, Muias Thl MOA IEBKA. .. — TOJIOC CTapyXH MTPO3BY-
Yaj JJACKOBO, HO OBbLJIO B €€ TOHE YTO-TO HACTOpaXkHBaloliee, —
a Thbl TOYHO HE MepeayMaelllb, KOrja NpuaeT BpeMs pacIulauyu-
BATBCS 32 MOIO YCIIyTY?



41 obepHynach 1 CMyIIEHHO IMOCMOTpeJIa Ha pedsT. bruto Buj-
HO, YTO OHU NpUCTyIIMBAIOTCA K pasroBopy. M ecimm o Ku-
pyILIa BhIpakasio HEMOAIEIbHbBIN UHTEPEC, TO MO JIUIy MapuHbl
MOXHO OBLIO TIOHSITh, UTO €l IIyOOKO Oe3pa3inyHbl Halll B3a-
MMOOTHOIIIEHUsI C BEIbMOM, 1 OHA YK€ CTO Pa3 MoXajesaa O TOM,
YTO MpUexasa Clofa. YBEpEeHHO KUBHYB YJIUTE, 51 B351JIa TIOBOJbSI.

— CmoTpw, IeBKa, Ha3aJ1 IyTH yke He OyJerT. . .

Benpma eriie pa3 Opocuiia nmpe3puTenbHblil B3 Ha Kupui-
Jia, TIOTOM Pa3BEPHYJIACH Y 3aKOBBUISIA BIIEPE.

keksk

Ham nyts nesxan k Meprsomy o3epy. B aercrse g MHOTO Cllbl-
1aaa o0 3TOM 3arajlouHoM MecCTe, O TOM, U4TO BOJbI STOro 03epa
OYEHb ONIACHBI ¥ XOIUTh B TY CTOPOHY Hesb3. HUKTO 1 He xoaui
Ty/la YK€ MHOTO JIET.

JlaBHBIM-/IABHO B TeX Kpasix *kuia Jlemaunxa ¢ 1Bymsl CbIHO-
BbsIMU. Kax[plil ee chiH ObUT HajIeleH JapoM — CTapIIvil ymen
000pauMBaTLCSl MEBENIEM, MJIAIIIANA — BOPOHOM. Bpathst Obutn
JPYKHBI MEXTy COOOM, TPUXOISAIINX JTIOJel He OOMKaJu, HO 3a-
HIUINATIM JIEC OT BCAKOro 371a. Ho ogHax bl dy:Kaky MPUIILTA B
9TU Kpasi C HAMEpeHHEM BbIpYOUTD JIEC U MPOJIOKUTH TYT aBTO-
MOOWITBHYIO Jtopory. Crapimii OpaT BBHIIIEN K JIOAAM U BeJel
VM YXOJIUTb U3 UX BJIQJICHUU.

— 31ech UCMIOKOH BEKOB ObU JieC. 3/1eCh OH M OCTaHETCSI, — TaK
CKa3aJl OH UM.

Ho mogu He nocnymanuce ero. JIroqm HUKoOrga He CIIyIalT
roJioca MPUPOIBI M TEX, KTO €€ XpaHUT. OHU CITyIIAIOT rOJIOC JII0-



Jeid, KOTOPbIM TMPUHAIJIEXAT JIEHBI'W U BJIaCTh. A Be/lb OHU TO-
pazno cnabee mpUpoOIbL.

PaccBupeneB, cbiH BeibMbl OOEpHYCsS MeOBeneM U, He J0-
KJABIIUCh TOMOINM Opara, pa3rpoMui jiarepb crpouTeseil. B
9TOI HEPABHOW CXBATKe OH ObUI CMepTesIbHO paHeH. Jlemaunxa
TaK U HEe CMOIJIA BBHIXOMUTH ChiHA. Kak Obl CHIIbHBI HEe ObUTH ee
CHa/100bs1, YBbI, OHU HE TIOMOTJIH.

Torpa Jlemaunxa 3akosnoBaia Jofed, YTo BTOPIJIUCH B ee
BiageHus. Bce oHM MOruoIM My4YuTENIbHONM CMEPTHIO — KTO-TO
npsIMO Ha MecTe, B JIeCy, a KTO-TO Mo MmyTu Aomoi. Ot Gecko-
HeuHbIX cie3 Jlemaunxu B jiecy MosBUJIOCHh 03€po, a cama OHa
ucuesna. [loroBapuasu, 6yITO OHa YTOMUJIACH C TOPSI.

C Tex mop MecTHbIe He XOIAT B 9TU Kpasi — OOSITCS THEBa
OsepHuKa, Tak MpO3BaJIX MJIAALIETO ChiHA Be/lbMbl. O3epHUK 10
CHX TOp JIETaeT YepHbIM BOPOHOM HaJj Bogamu MeptBoro o3epa
Y OXpaHseT MOKOM CBoell Matepu U Opara. A Bcex, KTO BTOpra-
€TCsl Ha ero TEPPUTOPHI0, OH Oe3:KaJOCTHO YOMBAeT W TOIUT B
TEMHBIX BOJax 03epa.

Jlerenny o MeptBom 03epe 3HaIOT BCe B HAIlIUX Kpasix. Yeso-
BEK, KOTOPbII MO HE3HAHUIO UCKYIAETCs, YMOETCS] UJIM BBIITbET
BOJIbI U3 03€pa, YMPET B T€UCHUE HECKOJIBKUX JIHEH, HeJlesb WiIn
MecsAleB. TakoBa MecTs Jlemauuxu.

KoHeuHo, coBpeMeHHbIE JTI0I1 He BEPAT B OIOOHbIE JIETeH/ 1B,
nosiejienue MepTBoro o3epa oH OOBSICHSIIOT IBUKEHUEM 3EMHBIX
TUTUT, TIOI3EMHBIMU UCTOYHUKAMHU ¥ TTpourM. BOT ToJbKO MocIie
TOTO, KaK B 9TUX MeCTax OeCcCIIeHO Mpomnajia OqHa KpyIHasi 9KO-



JIoru4eckas SKCneIuuus, JIIOAU NEPECTAIN UCCIIEN0BATh ITH Me-
cTa, 0OBSBUB MX AHOMAJIbHOW 30HOM.

W npaBwibHO caenamu. He crout xomuth Tyda, rae tede He
panpl.

keksk

YeM manbiie Mbl yXOOWIN OT BosbIoro xonma, Tem xyxe cra-
HOBMJIACh 1opora. Mbl 1LIJIM ME/IJIEHHO, KOJIECA TEJIETU TO U JIE0
3aCTpeBaJIM B sIMax M yxabax, M1 HaM MPUXOAUJIOCH TOJIKATh ee.
Vnura vHOTAA OrMIsABIBANIACH, YTOOBI YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UYTO MBI
BCE elle uaeM 3a Her. MiHorga, korga Msl ¢ MaprHOU BBITAJIKH-
BaJIM TEJIETY U3 OUYEPEIHOM MBI, YJIMTA yCleBajla EPeJOXHYTh,
YCEBILMCh Ha [IEHb WA KOPATY.

[locsie HECKOJIBKMX YacoB IyTH, MbI CIIEJIAJIN [TPUBAJl. YBU/IEB
Ha JiepeBe BO3JIE JOPOr'¥ OrPOMHOI0 YEPHOTO BOPOHA, YIIMTA 3a-
MaxHYJIaCh Ha HETO CBOEU KJIIOKOM U 3aKpHUYasa eEMy:

— Ilepenaii cBoeMy XO3siuHYy, YTO YiuTa uaeT Ha MepTBoe
o3epo. MHe Tyna ectb gopora! A 3TH Bce — CO MHOM.

VnuTa HeOpekHO MaxHyJa PyKOU B Hallly CTOpOHY. f Buzena,
Kak Mapuna ¢ Kupusuiom KpacHOPEUMBO NEPENISHYIUCH MEKAY
coboii. IlpusHatbcs, s ¥ cama peluia, 4to YIIuTa cierka Tpo-
HYJIaChb YMOM, pa3 rOBOpUT ¢ ntulieil. Ho BHUMAaTeIbHO MOCMOT-
pEB Ha BOPOHA, s YBUIENA, YTO 3TO, ACHCTBUTEIHHO, HE OObIU-
Has nTuia. Bo B3misiie YepHbIX 1a3-0yCMHOK YMTaJIaCh BEKOBAsI
MYIPOCTb U TPEBOTA.

— Yro-T0 crpor HeiHYe O3epHuK. CepyaeT Ha MEHS ONATh. . .
Hy nma nagno, paszdepemcsi, — THXO cKa3aia YJuTa.



— O3epHuk? — cripocuia g menotom, — OH TOYHO HAC HE TPo-
HeT?

BenpMa oTMaxHysach OT MeHsI, KaK OT HaJ0€IJIMBOM MYXH,
YTO 03HAYAJI0, YTO OHA HE HACTPOEHA ceruac paroBapuBarb. OT-
JOXHYB, Mbl OTIIPABWJIUCH Jabliie. Bckope crapyxa Bce ke 1Mo3-
BOJIJIa MHE JIOTHATh €€ U CIIPOCKJIa IIPUTOPHO JIACKOBBIM TOHOM:

— ThI-TO Bce nena noma ynaawia, Angucka? He xkxanko nom-
TO OCTABJIATH?

A moxana riedamu.

— C T1ex mop, Kak MaMbl He CTaJio, MEeHsI IoMa 0COO0 HHYETO
U HE JIePKUT.

Viura nomosyania, a moToM CHOBa CIIpocuJa:

— ymaeriib, 3TOT TapeHb CTOMT TOTO, YTOOBI UTH HA TaKue
JKEPTBBI paJl HETO?

MHe He XO0TeJIoCh TOBOPUTh C BpeAHOM cTapyxon o Kupusuie
¥ O MOMX YYBCTBaX K HEMY, HO U MPOUTHOPUPOBATH €€ BOMPOC
s1 HE MOIJIA.

— Korna mo6utib, To &epTBOBATh YEM-TO — €CTeCTBEHHO. Ko-
IJ1a JIOMIIT, TO TOTOB HA BCE Pajiu JIIOOMMOTro. XOT. .. He 3Hal0,
MMOHMUMAEIIb JIA ThI, O YEM S1.

VYnura ycMexHynach 1ocjie MOMX CJIOB U 3aMOJTyasia, a IoToM
¥ BOBCE OTOIILIA OT MEHSI B CTOPOHY.

Ms! nm Briepea. Mapuna u Kupusn momuanmu. Korna o6iee
MOJTYaHUE CTAJI0O HEBBIHOCUMBIM, UYTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO MPHOOOI-
PUTH BCeX, s1 0OEPHYNIACH U CITPOCHJIA:

— Kpacugo 31¢ech, npaBaa?



Kupusn ynbiOHysICS MHE B OTBET U KMBHYJI, 2 MapuHa cKpu-
BUJIA TYOHI.

— Andwuca, W3BUHUA, KOHEYHO, HO YTO-TO sl yKe TepeKrBalo.
Korna Mbl yke npuaeM Ha MecTo? — cKa3ajia OHa.

— VXke CKOpo, — OTBETWJIA sl U OTBEpPHYJIACh, YyBCTBYS, UTO
Mapuna pa3znpaxaer MeHsi Bce cuiibHee. [lobnmm3octu BOpyr pas-
JaJIoCh TPOMKOE KapKaHbe. § MmojHsia rojoBy. 9To CHOBa ObL1
BOpoH. OH uTO, IIpecieioBal Hac?

keksk

Torna naBHO, Kora Kupuiut ¢ 1oHOIIeCKUM ThUIOM JI00MBaJI-
Cs1 MOETO PacIoJoKeHus, s1 Bce-Taku cliaiack. PUckHya mose-
pUTh B TO, YTO MOXHO CTaTh CYACTJIMBOM C Y€JIOBEKOM, KOTO-
phili He paBeH Tebe. $1 prcKkHya MOBEPUTH B TO, UTO CMOTY TIpe-
BPATUTHCS U3 HAMBHOW JIEPEBEHCKOW MIPOCTYIIKU B CTUJIBHYIO U
YTOHYEHHYIO TOPOJICKYIO Jie/ii, KoTopasi OyaeT noj crtath Kupuii-
y.

B kako#-T0 MOMEHT )15l MEHSI IepPecTasio CyIecTBOBATh BCe:
yueba, OKpykeHue, 1py3bs Kupuiia, ero ObiBIas qeByIka, Ko-
TOpasi KaXkIbIi pa3 KOCO CMOTpeJia Ha MeHsI, Kak Oy/ATO 3TO 51 ObI-
Jla BMHOBAaTa B TOM, YTO MX Mapa pacnaiach.

S Bmoounack B Kupuiiia 6e3 maMsTi, ¥ MHe Ka3aJioch, 4TO OH
TaK e CUJIBHO JIIOOUT MeHs1. U BOT, KOr/1a s1 OKOHYATENTbHO JIOBE-
pUJIach EMY, BBISICHUJIOCh, YTO OH IOOMBAJICSI MOETO PacIiofioKe-
HUS Ha criop. OH 3asBUT APY3bsIM, YTO MOKET 3a0BITh MTPEKHME
OTHOIIIEHUSI ¥ BIIIOOUTH B ceOs JII0OYIO IEBYOHKY — Ha pa3-/Ba!

Hpy3bst He 3acTaBuiaM ceOst Jonro kaarh. Mx BeIOOp man Ha



MEHS1 — CaMyI0 3ayPsiIHYI0 U HEPUMEYATENIbHYIO CPEIU OCTab-
HbIX. Krpyyu1 BeIMrpas cnop 1 1axe noixy4u 3a 31o aeHbru. Ko-
raa s y3Hajaa o0 9TOM OT ero Apyra, MHe CTajo Tak IUIOXO, YTO
s MOIUIa B BaHHYIO, I1le MeHs cromHuio. Ka3anock, BMecTe ¢
ocTaTKamH €/lbl U3 MEHsI BbIXOIUT ropeyb, KoTopasi B J0JIU Ce-
KYH/Ibl HAaIlOJIHUJIA MEHS 0 KPAaeB.

Ha MeHs mocnopu/iv — Kak Ha KyKJy, Kak Ha Bellb. S Bce
AymaJia u Jymaiia o0 3TOM, M HUKaK He MOTJIa IOHSTh, KaK TaKkoe
BO3MOXHO. To ecTb, 51 3Hasa ogHoro Kupuiiia, a Ha caMmoM Jene
OH ObLJT COBEpIIIEHHO ApyruM? YUTo U B KAKUX MOIPOOHOCTSX OH
pacckasbiBa 000 MHE CBOMM JApY3bsiM? ['opausics v OH cBoei
noOe1oit B criope?

MHe He XOTeJIoCh ero BUIETh, ObUIO (PU3UYECKH U MOPATLHO
OOJILHO OT 3TOro pasovapoBaHusi. HeckombKo THEN y MeHS To-
Jy4asioch u30berarh ero. A moTom OH MOWMa MeHsI B KOPUAOpe
yYHUBEpcuTeTa — OJIe[JHYI0, C KPACHBIMH, 3aIUIaKaHHBIMU TJ1a3a-
MHU.

— He y6eraii! {1 B kypce, 4To THI y3HaJ1a 0 TOM criope. AHwuca,
MuJIasi, 3T0 Bce ObUIO J1aBHO, — cKkazasl Kupuiui, aep:xa Mou Xo-
JIOZIHBIE JIAJIOHU B CBOMX PYKaX, — HE CIIOPIO, BCE HAYaJIOCh UMEH-
HO TaK — C 3TOro Aypaukoro cropa. U s ero, 1efiCTBUTENILHO, BbI-
urpasi. Ho ipu 3TOM 51 IGHCTBUTENILHO BIIOOUJICS B TeOsi, BEpb
MHE.

— Kak xe MHe BepuTb TeOe Mocie BCero CiayduBIerocs? —
BOCKJIMKHYA s1, — CoiraB OfiH pa3, COJIKElllb U BTOPOU. A To-
TOM BCSI JKU3Hb MTOCTETICHHO MpeBpaTuTcs B ooMaH. [Tpu3Haiics,



ThI JK€ TMPOCTO XOTEJ OTOMCTHUTb €. . .

— Komy? — ciipocuit OH, pekpacHO MOHUMAs, KOro 1 UMeI0
B BU]LY.

— Mapumne. Tbl x0Ten, 4TOOBI €ii CTajo Tak ke OOJNBHO, Kak
Tebe.

Kupuin 3amonmyai, omycTun rasa.

— Tpomny 1ebst, qaii MHe ellle OfWH IaHc. Beero onuH, u s
BCE MCIPABIII0,— nonpocul Kupusui, 1 B rojioBe ero rnpo3pyyasia
HaUTPAHHOCTb.

— Her, — orBeTH1A 1.

Mpl paccTtanuch. A BCKOpe MHE MpUIILIa CTPAIIHOE U3BECTHE
O CKOPOIIOCTHKHOM cMepTH MaMbl. 1 Opocuiia yHUBEpPCUTET, He
JOYYMBIIIKCH JIBA Kypca U yexasla OOpaTHO B JIEPEBHIO JICUUTD
CBOE U3PAaHEHHOE CEPALIE.

Korpna s 1ma ¢ aBToOyCHOM OCTAHOBKM K JIEpPEBHE, TO YBUjIE-
JIa Ha jopore paHeHoro nieHka. OH ucrekan KpoBblo. bes pa3ny-
MUH, 5 mogo0pasia ero u MpuHecaa JoOMOU. BrixaxuBas 1eHKa,
s OTBJIEKAJIACh OT CBOETO TOPsI ¥ 3a0BIBAJIA O TSIKEIIBIX MBICTISIX.

Ilec BbIKMI, OKper, BbIpoc. M Tak U OCTaJICA KUTh CO MHOM,
s1 Ha3Basa ero JJoOpsIid.

keksk

BocnoMuHaHus 0 npoIUIOM, HAKOHEL, PacCesiINCh, U sl yBU-
JieJ1a, 4To JIECHAs TPOIla 3aKOHYMJIACh, BIIEPeI ObLIT TOJIBKO JIEC.
MBI ocTaBWIIY TENETy, PACHPSIIIY JIOIA/lb, M YJIUTA MOBENA ee 32
NoBoAbsi. MbI ¢ MapuHoi niepenoxuin Kupuiiia Ha moaCTHIIKY,
KOTOPYIO S 3apaHee JOMa CMacTepuia U3 KyCKa MEIIKOBUHBI, U



MBI BOJIOKOM TOTAIIWIA ero jaanbiie. OH Tak CHIIBHO MOXY/e,
YTO TalUTh €ro ObUIO COBCEM HE TSAKENO, s1 Obl CIPaBUIIACh U
OfIHa, HO MapuHa He OTXO[uJIa OT HEero HU Ha IIar.

[Mo nuity Kupusia 66110 BUAHO, UTO OH KpaiiHe HeJIOBKO ceOst
gyyBcTBYeT. Korma mMbl B ouepeiHON pa3 OCTaHOBWIIUCH, UYTOOBI
nepeaoxHyTh, Kupuit ckasan Tuxo, oOpamasch He TO KO MHe,
He TO K MapuHe.

— MHe Tak HenoBKO. MykHK 3[1eCh s1, HO Ceiiuac st MOJTHOCTBIO
3aBUIITY OT KEHIIIUHBI.

S moBepHynace k Kupuiy u orBeTnia:

— He nepe:xuBaii no stomy nosony. MiHora nosie3Ho kakoe-to
BpeMsI TTOOBITH C1a0bIM.

Kupusnn nokayan roaoBon.

— 3Hana Ol ThI, KaK MHE HAJ0eJ0 ObITh C1a0biM! — YyrpioMO
CKa3aJl OH, — MHOTJA MyMalo, 4To JIydlne Obl MHE yMepeThb TO-
obIcTpee.

— He roBopu Tak, mooumslii! — BoCKJIMKHYJIa MapuHa.

— Vnura nomoxeT Tede, BoT yBuauis! MHave 51 Ob1 He TIO3Ba-
J1a 7eds clofia. YuTa — Bpe/iHasi 1 Ioxoska Ha CyMacIle/Iyio, HO
OHA OYeHb CUJIbHASI BeJIbMaA. . .

41 e moroBopuia, MapuHa nepeduia MeHs. YBues, uro Ku-
PUJUT 3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTPUT Ha MEHs, OHa IMOJceNa K HEMY U
TIOIIeJIOBaJIa B TYOBI, a IOTOM 3aTapaTopuia:

— Mubiii Moii! S Oyny BUHUTB ceOs1 BCIO KM3Hb, €CIH ceiuac
HE UCIIOJIB3YI0 3TOT 1aHc. HaBepHska, Mbl yxke 1ouTtu y neiu. S
Bce caenaio paau 1ebs. Ecnu moHagoOutcs, st moTarty Tedst Ha



CBOHUX IUIeYax Jake Ha BEpIIMHY ropbl! — OHa MaxHyJia pyKou
KyZAa-TO BBEpX.

Sl cMyI1IeHHO 3aMoiT4alia ¥ OTBEPHYJIACh. YCIIbIIIAB 3HAKOMOE
TPEBOKHOE KapKaHbe BOPOHA HAJl TOJIOBOH, 51 TOCMOTpeia B He0O
Y YBUJEJIa YEPHBI CUIIYST JIETSAIIEN Hall HAMU [ITULBI.

"Tomnpko 661 O3epHUK HaM He MOMeIna," — mogymana .

Hkskok

K 3akary mMbl fo6pasiuch 10 MecTta. Y 03epa Hac BCTpeTuia 1ie-
Jasi crast BOPOHOB. OrpOMHBIM, KHMBBIM, TEMHBIM OOJIAKOM OHU
B3METHYJIUCH B HE0O, 1 JIEC BOKPYT HAMOJTHHUIICS KyTKUM KapKa-
HbeM. [ITHIIBI Kpryaui, MOAJIeTaa COBCEM OIM3KO K HaM, XJIO-
NaJId OTPOMHBIMU KPBUIbSIMH, CTYYaJIU KJIIOBAMHU.

— Beperure ronoBsl! — 3akpryaa s, 00epHyBIIMCh K MapuHe
y Kupwiity v IpuKpeIBast CBOIO I'OJIOBY pyKaMH.

— Y0 3107 — 3aKpryaa MapuHa, Npr:KaBIINCh K 3eMJIE, Mps-
Ya rojioBy noj pykamu, — Kto-uuOyap, nomorure!

[ITuipl Bce netanu Haja HaMU. B 3TOMl yepHOW KyTepbMe si
IBITAJIACh PACCMOTPETh XOTh YTO-HUOY/b, HO HE MOIJIA, BUIEA
JIMIIIb, YTO YJIMTA CTOUT U €€ NMTHULBl He TporalT. BHe3anHo no
OKpyre pa3jajcs POMKHUIA CBUCT, U BOPOHBI MOJHSIUCH BBICO-
KO, CEJIM Ha JIEPEeBbsl, CIMINCh C YEPHBIMU CTBOJIAMH, 3aMepJiv
HETIOIBUKHO.

Viura 3acmesnach CKpUIyYuM CMEXOM, a TOTOM BOCKJIUKHY-
na:

— Bor kak HelHYe kanyeT rocrer O3epHuk!

S ornapIBasIach O CTOPOHAM, ITBITASICh TOHATH, C KEM IOBO-



pUT cTapasi BelbMa, HO BOKpPYT HUKOro He Obut0. O3epo, Geper,
TEMHEIOIINI 32 HAIIIMMU CIIMHAMU JIeC — BCE BOKPYT OBLJIO MYCTO.

— JlaBau xe, [leMbsiH, BBIXOJIM, S 3HAI0, YTO THI 371ech. He 3a-
CTaBJIsI MeHS KJIaHAThCS TeOe!

— Bboxe moii, AHduca, moxoxe, crapyxa Bcepbe3 TPOHYJIACh
yMOM, — TiporienTtaia MapvHa, TO0iIsi KO MHE BIUIOTHYIO U
CHOBa 0071aB MEHSI apOMAaTOM CBOMX TEPITKUX JTyXOB.

"dra XUMHUs KOTAa-HUOYIOb BBHIBETPUTCA?" — TMogyMaia s ¢
HEroJI0BaHUEM, a BCIyX OTBETUJIa CTPOTO:

— He 3anaBaii 3neck Boripocos. [Ipocto xau. U Hadmonaii 3a
TEeM, UTO MTPOUCXOAUT. ITO OCOOEHHOE MECTO, & Mbl B HEM — I0O-
CTHU, IPUYEM He3BaHBIE.

Kax TonpKo s ckazana 3To, u3-3a JepeBbeB BhIIIET MyKUNHA.
OH OBUT BBICOK U MYCKYJIHCT, IIIMPOKKE TUIEYX €ro TMOKPBIBaJIa
MeXOBasl HAKMJIKA, U3-TI0]l KOTOPOW BUIHEUCh TEeMHAsl XOJIIO-
Bas pyOaxa u mapopapbl. Ha mpaBom muiede ero cujien orpom-
HBIW YepHBII BOPOH, MHE TIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO OBLT UMEHHO TOT
BOPOH, YTO BCIO JOPOT'Y JI0 03epa COMPOBOXK/1aJ HaC.

"Hey:xenu 310 1 ectb O3epHUK? f npejacTaiisiia €ro cTapsiM
¥ 37I00HBIM CTAPUKOM," — pacTepsiHHO MojiyMaJa si, paccMaTpu-
Basl KPYITHYIO MYXCKYIO (DUTypy.

MyXuuHa CHSIJT C TOJIOBBI KAIIOIIOH U TOXE OCMOTpEJT Hac C
HOT /IO TOJIOBBI IPUCTAILHBIM U COBCEM HEIPYKETIOOHBIM B3IJIsI-
noM. OH ObLT XOpoIn coO0oil — BOJIEBOM MOAOOPOIOK, MPSAMON
HOC, T'yCThle OpoBH, TeMHbIe T1a3a. ['yObl ero ObUIM TIOTHO CKa-
ThI, 2 JJ0O — HaXMypeH. BOpoH Ha ero rjieue moBopauyrBal roJIoBY



TO B OJIHY, TO B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY, 1 TOXe OypaBMIJI HAC HACKBO3b
J1a3aMU-0yCHHKAMH.

— 3npaBcTBYyH, [lemMbsaH, JaBHO HE BUIEINCH! — TPOMKO CKa-
3a1a YiuTa.

— 3ayeM Thl IIpUBEJIa 4yKaKOB? — BMECTO IPUBETCTBUS OTBE-
THJI MyXKUYHMHA, ¥ TOJIOC €r0 MPO3BYyYasl HU3KO M BJIACTHO, — TeOe
BCE MaJIO?

Crapyxa HUYEro He OTBETUJIA, XUTPO MPUIILYPUJIach U MOIILIa
K HeMmy HaBcTpeuy. [lomoWas K MyK4MHE, OHA CTajia IIeNTaTh
€My 4YTO-TO Ha yxoO. BeiciymiaB ee, OH enie pa3 BHUMATEJIbHO
OCMOTpEJ HAC, 3aCTHIBIIMX HEMOJAJIEKy B HEMOM W3yMJICHUH,
KHMBHYJI, Pa3BepHYJICS U TOIIe] 0OpaTHO K Jiecy.

— Auduca, k10 3107 — Briojrosioca cripocua Kupu.

BuyiHo 6bUTO, YTO OHU ¢ MapyHOW CHJIBHO YAWMBIICHBI BCEMY,
YTO CJYYWIOCh. YECTHO roBops, s HE 3HaJla, KaK UM PaccKa3arb
00 O3epHuKe, He XOTeJIOCh IMyraTh UX ele OOoblile CTPATHBIMU
JIETeHJaMH.

— He 6oiitech, pedsTa, 9TO BCETO JIUIIb XPAHUTEIb 3/ICITHIX
MECT.

— W13 3003ammutsl yto i ? — cnpocuiia MapuHa.

— Ckopee, U3 BOIOOXpaHbl, — [IIYIIO MOIIYTHJIA 1.

Sl ObuTa yBEepeHa, YTO MyKUYMHA MEHS He CIBIIINT, HO MOCIe
MOUX CJIOB OH BHE3aITHO O0OEpHYJICSI M OPOCHII HA MEHs B3IJISA,
NOJIHBIA SIPOCTU. Y MEHsI OT CTpaxa 3aJpoXkKajii KOJEeHHU, U
OBICTPO OTBEJIA IJ1a3a B CTOPOHY.

— Owu, nypa! Tei-To mectHast. 3Haenb, 4To O3epHUK TEpPIETh



He MoxkeT Joaen. Ere cmeeris roBOpuTh 0 HeM!

— 41 nymana, OH He CJIBIIINUT, — MPOIIENTasa 51 BEbME.

— O3epHUK BCce BUAWUT U BCE CIBIIUT. Y HEro Be3/e IJ1a3a 1
yIi, — YuTa 3700HO 3bIpKHYJa Ha Mapuny u Kupwina, — B
CJIy4yae 4ero, CrHOUT Bac 3[1ECh 3aK1BO, WJIH €1IE XYKE — YTOIUT
B MeprBom o3epe. Byzner Bam torna norexal

4 cogporHynach ¥ npeacraBuia, KakoBo cenvyac Kupusty u
Mapune — HaBepHOe, 00a yke He eIUHOXKIbI KaJIeNy, YTO PelIu-
JIUCh TIpYexarth cioa. Sl BUHOBATO mocMoTpena Ha Kupwiia u
MpOLIEeNTAJIa:

— Bce Gyner xopoliio, Bepb MHE. ...

skeskesk

HecmoTpst Ha nepBoHauasIbHOE BIIEYATIEHHUE, 3TU MeCTa I0-
KOPWJIM MO€E CEpALIE CBOEU KpacoTou. MepTBoe 03epo pacrosa-
rajgoch B HEOObIUAITHO )KUBOIMCHOM MECTe — BOKPYT CTOSLT Jiec,
OKYTaHHBIM BeUEPHEW CyMepeYHOM JAbIMKOM.

OpnuH Geper 03epa ObUT MOKPHIT KAMHSIMH, 3/1€Ch ObLTIO HETJTy-
60KO, ¥ Bofla ObLIIa COBEPINIEHHO Mpo3pauHoi. [[pyroii 6eper 3a-
POC POro30M U MBHSIKOM — TaM, Cy/is1 [10 BCEMY, ObL1 OMYT — BOZIa
Ka3aJ1acb TEMHOM, 11o4TH YyepHou. [locse 1oaroro mytu XoTesnoch
UCKYIAaTbCsl, BOAA TaK U MAaHWIA, HO 51 3HAJIA, YTO ITOrO AesaTh
HEJIb34.

MapuHa, HECMOTPsI Ha yCTaJIOCTh, aXHYJIa OT TOW KPacoThl,
KoTOopas napuia Bokpyr. Jiumo Kupuiia Toxe Bbipaxano Boc-
Topr. BT Oe3BeTpeHHBIN JIETHUI Beuep, U BOjIa B O3epe Kasa-
JlaCch TEMHOM, 3€pKaJIbHOW. MapuHa xoTeJia CIyCTUThCS K BOJE,



HO 51 OKJIUKHYJIA ee:

— He moaxomu 6mmsko. Boga Tosbko kaxkercss qoOpoi. 1o
camMoe KOBapHOE 03epo B HaIIMX Kpasix. Boabl ero cmepresbHO
OTIACHBI.

MapuHa ycMexHyaach B OTBET, JEMOHCTPATUBHO MOAOILTA K
CaMoi BOJie, HO CTYIIUTh B HEE TaK M He Pelviach. YmTa (bIpk-
HYJa, TJIsi/Isl Ha Hee:

— JlaBaii-ka, OKyHUCb, MUJIas. .. KEHUIIIOK TBOW MOCMOTPUT
MIOTOM Ha TBOIO THWJIYIO KOXY M COEXKHUT OT CTpaxa Ha CBOMX HO-
rax, ¥ KOJJoBaTh He mpuaercs!

MapuHa pe3ko OTCKOUMJIa OT BOJBI TOCJIE ITUX CJIOB. YIUTa
paccMesiiach XpUILIBIM CMEXOM, TIOTOM yCeJlach Ha 3eMUTIO U JI0-
CTaJia U3 CBOETO y3eJIKa TPaBhl U CHaJ0Obs1. MHe OHa Besiesnia pas-
BECTU KOCTEp W COOPYIUTH JiexkaHKy it Kupuina.

Kupusut BceMu cuiamu TbITajicst TIOKa3aTh, YTO BCE MPOUCXO-
Jsi1liee ero MaJjio BOJIHYeT: OH IIIyTHII U Be celsl Tak, Kak OyaTo
C HUM He MTPOUCXOOUT H1uYero HeoOsryHoro. Ho o Tomy, Kak oH
BpeMsI OT BpeMeHU OJie[JHeT M HEPBHO CKUMaJT KYJIaKH, MOXHO
OBLIIO TIOHSITh, YTO OH CHJILHO MEePEKUBAET.

— Tloligem-ka co MHOM, ropoackas duda, moMoxelib> MHe
HECTH TpaBhl [Uis 0Opsijia, — no3Bayia Yiura MapuHy, Ta oOu-
JKEHHO HajyJ1a ryObl, HO BCe e TMOIUIA 32 BETbMOI.

Ocrapmick ¢ Kupusuiom HaevHe, st BAPYT CTPAITHO CMYTH-
Jack. MHe CTOJIbKO BCEro XOTENOCh CKa3zaTh eMy, KOrja OH Obll
JlaJieKo, HO ceiyac, KOrjaa OH CHjies, MPUCIOHUBIIUCH CITMHOU K
CTBOJTY CTapO¥ COCHBI, HA PACCTOSTHUY BBITSIHYTOW PYKH OT MEHS,



BCE CJIOBA MOKA3AJIMCh JIMITHUMU U HEHY:KHbIMU. Bce 3akoHYM-
JIOCh OYEHb JAaBHO, BCE MPOIIUIO, BCE pacTasiio, Kak AbiM. Harm
YYBCTBA B MPOIILJIOM.

— 37ech Bce 0OYEHb CaMOOBITHO M KpacuBo, AHduca: Mprpo-
Ja, JIoAU. DTU MecTa HACKBO3b MPOMUTAaHbl MUCTUKOW. Heynu-
BUTEJIBHO, UTO Thl BEPHYJIACh Clofia, — ckazan Kupusui, HapymB
THUIIVHY, — Thl UCTUHHOE JUTS 3TUX KpPaeB.

4l ciymana noTpeckuBaHUE KOCTpa, KOBbIPsLJIa BETOYKOM 3€M-
JII0 ¥ HE CMOTpeJia Ha HEro.

— 910 Mo poauHa. Ha 3TOM 3emiie KU MHOTHE TIOKOJIEHU S
MOMUX TPEAKOB. MHe JIeTKO XOIUTh MO HEW, JIETKO 371eCh KUTh 1
aplmare. 1 He uiry Oosbiiie cedsi, TOTOMY YTO BOT OHa, I, — S
TIOJIOKWJIA JIAIOHU K ceOe Ha TPy/b, a TIOTOM MPOIOIKIIIA, YyB-
CTBYSI, KaK Ha IIIEKax MPOCTyMaeT pyMsiHell, — Y MeHs eCTb Bce,
YTO HYKHO JJISI CUACTBSI.

— [louemy Tl pelraa MHE MOMOYb ? — CIIPOCKJI OH Y MOJIOKUIT
CBOIO PYKY Ha MOIO JIaJJOHb.

— Ilpocto Tak, — oTBeTMIIA 51, CTapasiCh TOBOPUTh 0e33a00T-
HO, — TI0YeMy Obl He TIOMOYb, €CJIA €CTh TaKast BO3MOXKHOCTh?

Kupunn ynbiOHyYIICS U KPETKO CKasl MOI0 PyKy. A MOTOM OH
yCTaJIO 3aKPbUI 1J1a3a, U s TOHSIIA, YTO ero My4YaeT OoJb.

— Ts1 00s13aTENTBHO BCTPETHIIIL CBOIO TI0O0BB, AH(prca. meH-
HO ee TeOe He XBaTaeT /0 MOJHOTO CYACThsI, MpaBa? — CIPOCHIT
OH.

— B moeit aymie u Tak MHOTO JIIOOBU — K KU3HU, K IPUPOIE, K
monsim. K moemy nicy JIoOpomy, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB! — 51 yJIBIOHY-



Jach, — Tak 4TO He nepexuBan.

Ha camom nene s pemmia nomouys Kupuity, motoMy 4ro oH
JI0 cMX TIOp OBLT MHE JA0POT. 5l He cTasia eMy paccKa3blBaTh O TOM,
YTO, KOT/JIa Sl IPUIUIA K BE€bME MPOCUTh 34 HETO, TO B JYIIHOM
Mpake CTapOi XWXKHHBI, 51 OCTOJIOEHEeNa OT TOTO, YTO MOMPOCHIIA
B3aMeH YiuTa. f Joiaro qymalia Haj ee yClaoBHEM. A MOTOM BCe
ke cornacuiack. Cornacumiaach caMa, HUKTO MEHsI HE 3aCTaBJIsLI.
Hy u uto, yro Kupuin HUKoraa He y3Haet o0 3TOM U He OLIEHUT
MoeM kepTBbI? S BOBCE He Tillec/IaBHa.

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, XU3Hb TEPSIET CMBICII, ECIIM MBI HE KaJleeM
cnalbIX, He JieylaeM JOOPBIX JeJl, He coBepiaeM OeCKOPBICTHBIX
MIOCTYIKOB, HE UJIEM Ha MOIBUTHY paau ToOBU. JKUTh — 9TO 3Ha-
YUT OTJABATh YTO-TO JIPYTUM, JeJIaTh 100po. S Tak cuuraio. ..

YcnoBue crapoii BelbMbI OBLIO TAKMM: TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK OHa
UCLeUT Heyr Kupuiia v MocTaBUT €ro Ha HOTH, 1 IOJDKHA Oy1y
HaBCer/1a OCTaThCs B €€ U30YIIIKe U 3a0bITh O CBOEM MPOIIUIOM. . .
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