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AHHOTaAIMA

He Bce cka3ku 3akaHUMBAIOTCsI CBaIbOOM, 3Ta 00EPHY/IaCh THOEITBIO
smooumoro. M Kpacasunia yxe He CMOXKeET sUTh Oe3 cBoero YynoBuiia.
VXBaTuBIIKMCh 32 TNPU3PAYHYI0 Halekay, UYTO OH BCE €IIE KUB,
JeBYIIIKa BO3bBMET JIYK, 3aTOYMUT CTPEJIbl M OTIIPABUTCS B ONACHOE
MyTelecTBHE, YTOOBI HAWTH TOTO, O KOM TOCcKyeT cepaiie. Ho Heyxenu
9TOT UMHUYHBIA 1 OECIyBCTBEHHbIN KOPOJb U eCcTh e€ modumblii? 1
KaK cracaTh TOTO, KOMY XOYeTCsl MOIapUTh He TOLeNyH, a CTpey B
60k ? OX, WM Bee ke Noreyi. .. Bropast yacts kauru "VicTuHHast ist
yymoBuIa"
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Po3a Ajekcanapusi
(He)3HakoMKa AJ151 KOPOJIA

IIpoJor

— Ilaniexo cobpaicsa? — He Mopras, sl TOCMOTpeJia Ha cOexaB-
IIEro U3-Toj HOoca KOpOJisl, HAIIEIMBINKCH HA Hero u3 jJyka. Ho
OH JIepsKaJl JIOIIA/Ib 32 Y31y ¥ XUTPO YXMBLISIICS.

— Tak nomMoii HaJ10, KpacaBulia! — 3HAKOMOE MPO3BUIIIE OOJIBIO
pe3aHnyJio o cepaity. He oOpaiast Ha 5T0 BHUMaHWS, S CUIIbHEe
HaTsIHYJIa TETUBY, IPUKPBIB OJJUH IJ1a3, BCE TaK K€ Cleausa 3a
KaXIbIM €r0o JBHMKEHHUEM.

— ¥V Bac TyT, KOHEYHO, BECeJI0, KOPMST BKYCHO U JIeKaThb CBSI-
3aHHBIM Ha CBIPOM 3eMJIe yI0OHO, HO TIopa 1 4ecTh 3HaTh! — Kupo
JICHMBO paccMaTpyBajl MeHs, Kak OyATO He BEPUJI, UTO 51 BHICTpe-
J0. YBBI, HO OH 3a0bLJI, YTO CaM e MeHs U y4uJI CTPEeNIATh, He
Merikasi. [J1y00ko BIOXHYB, s ME[IEHHO BBIIOXHYJIA Yepe3 HOC.

«Ha BpiiOXE, AMeziea,» — MPO3BYYaAIH B TOJIOBE €ro e CJIOBa,
CJIOBHO IPUBET U3 MPOLLION KU3HU. B r1a3ax koposs 3aropescs
MHTEpEeC: BBICTPeNio Jin? PyKu MyXYMHbBI HAPATIUCH, U B TJ1a-
3aX 3aropesicsl XMIIHBIN OroHb. B ero B3misae OyATO YUTaIoCh:



«Hy naBaii ke, mokaxu Ha 4To crocoOHa, feBouka». Hamo 6b10
OCTAHOBUThHCS, HO 1 y’Ke He MOIJIa HU4Yero ¢ coooit cenarsb. Me-
Hs1 Oymopakuiia ero 6;1m30ctb. To, UTO OH Tak MPOCTO cOEXa,
Kak OynTo pasBiiekasch. Ho GoJbliie Bcero MeHsl pa3apaxa’o ero
JIEHMBOE PaBHOJYIIIKE, B TO BPEMsI KaK s 3aropajiach OT OIHOTO
€ro B3IJISA.

HecmoTpst Ha MO0 IPOBOKAIMIO C JbIXxaHueM, Kupo ocrascs
crosith Ha Mecte. Cmenbiidi. Ho 1 s oco0oii poOOCThIO HE OT/IH-
yasnack. JKajb, 94T0 OH Bce 3a0bLI.

S pe3ko, HEOKMIAHHO Jake i celsl, OTIMyCTHIa TETUBY U
yBUJENA, KaK CTpesa paccekjia BO3/AyX U Bpe3anach B JEPEBO
psIMO BO3Jie yxa Koposisi. CaMOA0BOIBHO YXMBUIbHYBIINCH EMY
B JIMIIO, MOOJIEHEBINIEe U 3aCThIBINEE, s IOKHY/A s3bIKOoM. He
BEpWUJI, MOAU, YTO KaKasi-TO IeBUYOHKA... Moe 0axBalbCTBO Clie-
TeJIo, KaK Inenyxa, korga Kupo ¢ peikom Opocucs Ko MHe:

— Howurpanacsk, JyyHuual
OH, CJIOBHO JieB, MPOHECCS1 KO MHE, HE /1aBasi HU CEKYH/bI,
9YTOOBI TIepe3apsaaAnTb JIyK. Cepatie MpoImyCcTuIo yaap, u, conBas

MECHA C HOT', KOPOJIb YPOHHUJI HAC HA 3E€MJII0, HABAJINBAACH CBEPXY.

— Bor u nonayacs! CrienmanbHO WM HET, HO 3ps Thl IPOMa-
3asa! Ceiiyac TeOs JKIeT pacruiara, Be/ib ¢ KOpoJieM Tak He 00pa-



HIAI0TCs!| — OH 3aBEJ1 MOU PYKH HaJl FOJIOBOM, KPETIKO CXKUMasi 3a-
TISICThSI, U 51 YBUJIEJIA B €70 B3MJIsIE BCIIOJIOXU, KOTOPBIE HE TIPe/I-
BellaM Hu4ero xopoiero. CTydanuil B MOUX BUCKaX CTpax Ie-
peruIesics C a3apTOM, HO S U130 BCEX CHJT TIOIBITAJIACh BBIPBAThCSI.
[TpoGnema ObuIa B TOM, YTO OH BBIIIE U TsUKeJiee MEHsI, 1 MOU
IIaHCHI PaBHSUTUCH HYJO. [IpaBa, 51 Bce ke HEeUCTOBO TpeTbiXa-
JIach M, KaKeTcs, caesiana eig Xyxe, BeJlb My)KUMHa eIll¢ TecHee
TIPUIKAJICS KO MHE, YTOOBI yAepKaTh.

— Ipekparu! — 1menHya OH MHE Ha YXO, TIOYTH Kacasich €ro
ryoamu. — TeGe He crpaBUTBHCS CO MHOM.

370 5 yKe MOHSIA, HO MBICTIb, YTO OH CIIUIIKOM OJIM3KO, He
JaBaja nokos. Ternsoe OpIXaHue MEKOTAIO KOXKY, U MPEeAATeNb-
CKO€ JKEeJIaHWE PA3IWIOCh TIe-T0 BHU3Y kuBoTa. Hetr, Amesnea,
BO3bMU ce0s1 B pyKu!

Ero npum:xaroe Ko MHE TeJIO CJIMIIKOM CUJIBHO ITyTaJIO MbICIIH,
U 51 OOMaHYMBO paccaabuiach, 1aBasi MOHSTh, YTO CMUPHUIIACH C
MIPOUTPBIIIIEM.

JIuto Kupo 6su1o cmmmkom 6:1m3ko. Hactombko, 9To st Moria
paccMOTpeTh, KaK PACIIMPHIINCH €ro 3pavyku, KOrja OH OCMOT-
peJt MeHsl U3yJaloluM TsOKENBIM B3rIsiioM. OT 3TOro B3rjsiaa
O KOXe MPoOekaIi MypallIKH, ero JAbIXaHHe YIACTHIOCh U CTa-
JIO BTOpUTH MoeMy. 51 JokHa ObLTa BBIPBATHCS, HO C KaXIOW



CEeKYHJION MHE XOTeJIOCh 3TOr0 BCe MeHbIIe. MBICJIeHHO OTBECUB
ce0e OIuIeyXy, s OLIEHWJIa, YTO XBaTKa ero, Kak W rnpexje, Obuia
CHUJIbHA, HO B3IJISA]] Paccesyics ¥ MOJIEPHYJICSI TOMHOM MTOBOJIOKOM.
Wnes npurnuia cama coOoi, U s He cTaja ee J0JITro OOIyMbIBaTh,
IIPOCTO cesaa.

Xoth pyku u Horu Kupo mMHe 3a06nokupoBaji, HO s Haluia
€IMHCTBEHHBII BBIXOJ, B 9TOW CUTyallMH. Sl PUIIOAHAIA TOJIOBY
K €ro ry0am M ¢ apom IoLeJIoBaIa. . .



I'maBa 1

Msrkuil MOX NpYKHMHWI 110J, HOTaMU U 3arjyllal MO IO-
CTyIb. I 112 B TEMHOTE, TIBITasICh pa3o0path gopory. C cymkon
HarepeBec, B KOTOPYIO CIIOXKWJIA HEMHOTOYHMCIIEHHbIE TTOKUTKU
Y MAJIEHBKYIO CYMMY JIEHET, § 11UIa Ha CEBEP I10 HAIPABJIEHUIO K
ropaM. [JTyOOKMiA KaImoOIOH HAKUIKU CKPBIBAJ BOJIOCH M TEHBIO
naja Ha Jio0. { 1mma yxke HEeCKOJIBKO 4acoB, U OeCCOHHAsT HOYb
naBajia o cebe 3Hath. [lemkom Hago ObuTO MaTH Aoaro. Ho so-
ma M y MeHs He Obuto. K ToMy ke IMyTh MOXET 3aTSHYThCS, TaK
KaK 51 TOYHO He 3HaJja, KyJaa HyXHO uAtu. I'ne oH, Mot Kupo?
Kaxoe-To BHyTpeHHee 4yThe BEJIO MEHs Ha CeBep, U s He MOIJia
eMy MpOTUBUThCS. BelpMa ckazalia ciiyniath cBoe cepille U Ha
3TOT Pa3 s €€ NOCIyIAKCh.

SIpkue 3BE31bI M JIOOOMBITHAS JIyHa OCBEIAIA MOU IMyTh B
HOYHOM Jiecy. S He Oostack. Te coObITHS, YTO CO MHOM TTPOU30-
IJIM HEJIaBHO, UCKOPEHWJIM CTpax 3a CBOIO KW3Hb. [la M JyK ¢
OCTPBIMHU CTpeJIaMU 3a CIIMHOM JJ0OaBJIsll yBepeHHOCTH. Bcee, ue-
ro s 0osIach Terephb, — 3TO He BCTpeTuTh Kupo. Wi He ycnets
HaWTH €ro.

¢l BCmOMHMIIa pa3roBoOp € BeIbMOIl U MEHsI BEPHYJIO B Te BOC-
noMuHaHusA. S BcrioMHMIa Kak Beiisaen Kupo B Moem Buje-
HUM, TAKOW POHOM U TaKOW 4yKOi OOHOBpeMeHHO. Ero B3,
HarpaBJIEHHBII Ha TO MECTO, IJI€ 51 CKPbIBAJIACh 10 CUX MOP, MPO-



JKHATAT KOXKY M 3aCTaBisil cepaue Outbes vame. Heyxenn ko-
ponb? Kak Takoe Bo3moxHO? Ho oyeMy oH Tak cMoTped, OyaTo
Obl sk 1a71 MeHs1? Kak cka3zasia BeibMa, OH POCHYJICS] M HUYETO He
HIOMHHUT C TOrO BPEMEHH, Koraa Obul (paBHOM. A 3HAYUT HE MOM-
HUT U MeHs. Torna s IeCTBUTENBHO HE IOHMMAIO 3a4EM eMY .
Kakum 06pazom st Mory eMy roMoub?

Korga mbl ¢ JIkopakeM BEpHYJIUCh JOMOM, OH OTPeOoBas OT
MeHs1, 4TOOBI 51 B3s1a ero ¢ codoil. Hukakue oObsicHeHUs, UTO
OH HYKEH 3JIECb CBOM POAMTEJISAM U A€peBHE, He omoraiu. Ila-
peHb ymépcs, Kak océ... Kak oOpraHO. Ho s xoTena moitu on-
Ha. He Xxouy noaseprarp OracHOCTU €JUHCTBEHHOI'O Apyra. A B
TOM, YTO 9TH OIACHOCTH OyIyT — s He coMHeBajach. Ho ynep-
TOCTb NMapHSl HUKAaK HE JaBajla €My CMUPUTHCS C MOMM BBHIOO-
pomM. [ToaTomy 51 OroOBOpHIIaCh C HUM, YTO BBIXOJUM Ha CIIEAYI0-
M IEHb, a CaMa YJIM3HYJIa HOublo. [lymalo, mapeHb paccepaur-
cs1, HO KOrja-HUOYyAb MOMMET, 4TO TaK Oy/eT JIydlle JJIsl Hero.

Korpa g 3amuia B 1om, otnpaBuB KOpaka roTOBUTHCA K ITy-
TEILECTBUIO, TO BCTPETWIIA TPYCTHOTO AEAYIIKY, KOTOPBIM IIOHY-
PO CHJIEJ Ha CKaMbe.

— Jlemynika, 4ero He Ciib? — B3BOJTHOBAHHO IpoOLIeNTaIa 4,
HE 3Has Kak cKa3aTb O MOEM YXOIE.

Ho 1o ero B3misaay MHE OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK
Tepsier MeHs1. [loxionaB psgomM ¢ coOOM, OH TMPHUITIACKI MEHS
CeCTb Ha CKaMblo. 5l Tak U czienaia, OKa3aBIIUCh B KPEIIKUX 00b-
ATUSX.

— Amenea, 51 TOJKEH KOe-4To Tebe paccKasarh. ..



S HanpsAIace, YTO €IE MHE HYKHO 3HaTh? He cimikom
MHOT'O CEKPETOB JJI MeHs ofHou? Ho epyiika He 3aMeTun Mo-
€ro HalPsDKEHMS, OH TPYCTHO B3/I0XHYJI M HAYaJl paccKas.

— OaHax b, Korjaa si ObUT MOMOJIOKE, sl OTIPABUIICS B TOPBI
Ha OXOTy. Bce 1110 XOpoIio u s jaxe CIOBWI Mapy 3aileB U
KypOIIaTKy, KOTJIa YCIIBIIIAN KamoOHbI rrck. CHavama s momy-
MaJji, 4YTO ITO MUIIUT KAKOU-TO 3BEPEK, HO CIYCTs CEKYHIy U3
TEHU JEPEBBEB BBIIILIO CYIIECTBO C poraMu. S 1ymai MeHs XBa-
TUT yJap, HO 4y/l0BHILE He Harnaaano. OHO BBLDKMAAIO UTO-TO U
CMOTpEJIO NPSAMO MHE B IMa3a. M torma g cHOBa ycibliaa TOT
e TIUCK, U MOHSJ, YTO ITU CTPAHHBIE 3BYKHU U3aeT MaJICHbKUI
CBEPTOK y Hero Ha pykax. Pe6énok? CHauasa s mogymas, 4rto
YyJOBUINE YKPAJIO TJIe-TO MAJIBIIIA, YTOOBI €r0 CheCThb, HO CITy-
CTA ITapy MIHOBEHMM OHO IOJOIUIO KO MHE M CKa3aJlo 4eJIoBe-
yeckuM rojiocoM: «Bospmu! Bel ¢ keHOl 1aBHO XOTenu JeTeu,
1 3710 BaM aap. Pactu ee, kak cBow...» OH ucue3, CIOBHO MC-
napuics B Bo3/iyxe. A s1 OCTaJICSl CTOATh C MAJICHbKUM TEILIbIM
KOMOYKOM Ha pyKax. B Ty e cekyHmy st Opocui1 BCIO 1OObIYY U
noHéccst oMo, TeOs1 IBHO Ha/Io OBLIO MOKOPMHUTh, KTO 3HAET,
CKOJIbKO ThI [IPOBEJIa BPEMEHHU B JIECY. ..

Bropoii pa3 s yBunen gaBHa, a K TOMy BpeMEHHU $1 y3HaJl, 4TO
3a YyJOBHIIE KO MHE BBIIIUIO, BTOPOM pa3 OH MPUHEC MHE TeOs
nocyie noxuiienusi. U rorya s moHsi1, 4To JOJT HYKHO Oy/ieT OT-
JaBaTb. YTO Tl BCETO JIMIIb TOCThS1 y HAC B AJOME. BhIMOsIeHHOE
YyJIo0. ..

Jlen mpuTHX, paccKas3as CBOIO UCTOPHUIO, & Y MEHS CJIE3BI CTO-



s Ha T1a3zax. OOHSIB ero Kperrye, s poIenTana:

— 41 obs3aTenbHO BEpHYCh, AEAYIIKa, HO CeYac MHE HYKHO
noMoub eMy. OH He OIVH pa3 criacayl MeHs OT CMEPTH U, B KOHLIE
KOHIIOB, MOIUIATWJICSA 32 3TO XU3HbI0. M 1 HEe Mory ocraBarbcs
B cTtopoHe. Ceilluac OH HyKAAeTcsl BO MHE, OH XUB, JIeAyIlIKa, 5
00s13aHa CIIacTH ero. ..

OT mbICIIEM OTBJIEK MEHS XPYCT BETKHU 32 MOEH CIIMHOU. Pe3-
KO BBIHYB JIYK, $1 HAIIpaBUJla OCTPUE CTPEJIbl B TEMHOTY, OTKY/a
CIIbIIIAJIA Ybe-TO MpuomkeHre. Moxet 3Bepb? S cocpeaoToun-
JIach, TOTOBASI B CHIO K€ CEKYHly BBICTPEINUTbH, HO U3 TEMHOTHI
JIOHECJIOCH:

— Awmeziea, 310 4, He cTpeisii! — Ko MHe Bblien Jxopmx, nosu-
HAB PYKH. 3a HUM IUIesicd AMUKO. BOT HeyromoHHas napoyka.
YBepeHa, 6e3 moMoIy BoJka, J[’Kopmk He cymenn Obl HAlTH Me-
HSl.

— UYro BbI 37€Ch Aenaere? — youpasi opykue BbIJOXHYNA s. —
4 xorena uaru onHa!

— W nosatomy oOmanysa MeHs1? Amenea, s ke NCKpeHHE XO-
gy Tede momoub! CKOJBKO pa3 ThI elnie Oy/iels 0OMaHbIBaTh Me-
Hs1? — JIKOpIK BIOJHE 3aCTYKEHHO OOBUHUJI MEHs1, BCTIOMUHAS
HECOCTOSIBIIYIOCS CBA/IbOY U MOM 1oOer.

S B3noxHyna. [edcTBUTENBHO, 51 ¢ HUM HecnpaBeaausa. [Ipo-
CTO HE XOTEJIOCh OCTaBJIATh JIMHENTY OHY, PUCKOBATh €€ €AMH-
CTBEHHBIM CHIHOM Pajid MPU3PAYHOIN HalleXK/Ibl HAUTU MOIO JIIO-
OOBb.

— Jlagno, mpoctu mens, [Ixopmxk! f neiictButensHO oOMaHy-



Ja 1e0s1, HO TOBepb, CAeasla 3TO TOJBKO U3 JIyUIIUX TOOYyKIe-
HuM! U Tel, AMHKO... — 51 IOCMOTpEJIA Ha BOJIKA C TPYCThIO, MO-
HUMasi, 4YTO ero-To Kak pa3 W Hajo ObUIO T03BaTh ¢ codor. OH
Jlake He 3HAET, Ky/la Mbl MJIEM, HO BCE ke He OpocaeT MeHs OfIHY.
Hacrosimuit apyr. JIBa HacTosimumx apyra.

Sl ynbIOHYIaCh CBOMM MBICIISIM Y KUBHYJIA:

— Yro x monutu, He orcraBaite! ToJIBKO MyTh MPEACTOUT
JUTMHHBIH, ¥ CTIaTh OyJIeM 4acTo npsiMo B Jiecy. Eciu moBeseT — To
HaliJIeM KaKOU-TO HOWJIET B JIepeBHE, KOTOPYIO OyaeM MPOXOIUTb.
Ho sT0 Oyzer HewacTo, — 51 pa3BepHyJIach U CHOBA 3alliaraja o
TOJILKO MHE BUJIMMOM Tpone. [Ipy3bsi MOMIEIUCh 3a MHOU.

— Twl y3Hana, Kyna Hy:)kHO uATH? — cripocut J[kopmx, mopas-
HsBIIMCh co MHOU. Illar y Hero ObUT IMHHEE MOETO U CKopee
BCETO 9TO MHE MPHUJIETCS €ro JOTOHSTh, 2 He HA0OOPOT.

¢l mokauana roJioBoi M rpycTHO B3[IOXHYJIA:

— He oco0o0... 51 He 3HaI0, Kak 3TO OOBACHUTH, HO MEeHSI OyITO
OBI YTO-TO BEJIET K HEMY, — 51 XMBIKHYJIa, /IO TOTO HeJeIbl ObUIN
Mou cyioBa. IKopmk Momda 0OyMal MOU CJIOBa, a IIOTOM Oro-
POIIIIIT BBIBOJIOM:

— A mHe HpaButcs! S Obl TOXE XOTeN MOMOOUTH HACTOJIBKO,
9TOOBl YUTH U3 JIOMY JIaXe He 3Has, KyJa UMEHHO! — OH YJIBIO-
HYJICSI, ¥ 51 He cMoIJIa He oTBeTUuTh TeM xke. C JlxopmxkeM ObUIo
HaMmHOro Becesiee. OH ymen pa30aBUTh OOCTAaHOBKY W ITOMOTAT
BBIKMHYTb IIJIOXUE MBICII U3 TOJIOBHI.

— Bor THI 1 ymien U3 qoma, — XOXOTHYJIA 1, — U TOXE UIENID
HEM3BECTHO Ky/a.



—Hy, 310 npyroe. .. — npotsanyn JIxopax v 3eBHy1. — AMelea,
HY pa3 WJITH HOUYBIO Terieph He 0O0sI3aTesbHO, pa3 s BCE PABHO
TeOs1 HaIlleNl, TAK MOXET cAelaeM MPUBaJI U MocnuM? A yTpoMm ¢
HOBBIMM CHJIaMU BbIIBUHEMCS B IyTb.

— Hy BOT 1 HBITh HayaJ1, a Mbl HE TPOLUIX €IE U Yyaca! — (pbIpK-
HyJa s, HO MOTOM NOAYMaJja, YTO OH MpPaB, HY:KHO OTIOXHYTb.
Bce paBHO Moii moder He yaaiics, a TOJIbKO PaJiyl 3TOTO 5 BhIIIUIA
HOYBIO.

— JlagHo, naBaii! — CKuHYJIa 51 CYMKY C Ijleva.

JxopnK TOBOJIBHO YXMBUIBHYJICSI M BBIHYJI W3 CYMKHM Ka-
KOE-TO MOKPbIBaJIO. BpOCKB €ro Ha 3eMJI10 BO3JIE MBIIITHOW €JIH,
OH JKECTOM MpUIJIacCUII MeHs cecTb. CaM 3Ke MOIleN 32 XBOpO-
CTOM, MPHUKa3aB AMUKO CJIEJJUTh, YTOOBI MEHSI HUKTO He OO Ie.
Bosik no-aesoBoMy KMBHYI U JIET Y MOMX HOT.

[MapHs He OBUIO KAKUX-TO JIBAAIIATh MUHYT OT CHJIBL, a 5 yXKe
HauaJja NnepekuBaTh. A eciiv cilyuusioch yero? Bapyr 3Bepu ka-
kue-To Haraau? Hago Obl10 OTIIpaBUTh AMUKO C HUM, 5 ¥ caMa
Owl cripaBuiiack. Ho He ycriena s Kak ciemyeTr ceOst HAaKpyTUTb,
Kak Jxopak nosiBUICS ¢ oxankou BeTok. CJI0KUB UX B aKKypart-
HYIO KYUKY, TapE€Hb Pa3KEr OrOHb U XUTPO B3MJISHYJ HA MEHS:

— Houu xosonHbie, a 1 HE TUIAHUPOBA 3aMEP3HYTh. [ 'peTh-
TO MEHSI HUKTO He cOOMpaeTcsi! — BOJIK HEZOBOJIBHO 3aBOPUYAIT HA
9THU CJIOBA, KaK Oy/ATO HaroMuHasi o cede.

— Tonbko ThI, MOW Jpyr! — Jxopax noyecan )KMBOTHOE 3a
YXOM U JIOBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— AMUKO... — mporuienrania s, I8 Ha OrOHb, — €r0 30BYT



AMUKO.

Bonk KuBHYyJ, T4 TO HAa MEHs, TO HA MApHS U, MOJIOKNB
T'OJIOBY Ha JIaIlbl, TOKE YCTABUJICS HA OTOHb.

— Yr0 %, AMUKO 3HAUHUT. .. — 33 QyMYUBO NPOTAHY]I [[KOPIK,
a TIOTOM BCTPENEHYJICSI M HaYall PhIThCSL B CYMKE.

— Yro ThI enaenb? — He BbIAEPKAIA 5.

— Bor 3Haenb, Amenea, MOKET M XOPOILIO, YTO Thl HE CTajla
Moeii xxeHoil. C TOOOH *ke ¢ TOJI0Ay MOXHO MOMepeTh, — CMe-
sICh OTBETHUJI MapeHb, JOCTaBast XJ1e0 U BAJICHOE MSICO.

B xuBOTE TpeboBaTenbHO 3aypyaio, U IKOpIK XMBIKHYIL.
OTmioMuB JIOMOTH XJ1€0a, OH IEIPO OTpe3a Msica U, MOTOKUB
Ha HEro, MPOTSIHYJI MHE:

— Ha, ems! Bce e xopoiio, 4Tto s morest ¢ ToOoi, XOTb Ha-
KOPMJIIO.

4l ¢ GmarogapHOCTHIO MPUHSIA €y W KaJHO Havaja KeBaTh,
HaOmoaas kak [[xopmx nonenuics ¢ AMUKO.

— V MeHs1 ToXke ecTb efa, s MPOCTO 3a0blIa... — MbITANACh
OIpaB/aThCs $1, OTKYChIBas xyied ¢ msicom. Kazanoce, s B ku3-
HU HUYETO BKYCHEE HE e1a. 3alMB 3TO BCE TPABSHBIM YaeM, Mbl
YJETJIUCh PSAIBIIIKOM JAPYT C JPYTOM M YCHYJIU MOJ] TPECK KOCTpPa
U CTPEKOTaHHEe Ky3HEUMKOB B TPaBe.

[TpocHynach 1 OT COMTHEYHBIX JIydel, KOTOpble TPOOHBAIIHICH
CKBO3b €JIOBBIE BETKM U NaJajiy MpsAMO MHE Ha juio. CBexun
XBOWHBIM 3aMax Y BJAKHOCTh TYMaHa HAIIOJTHSIM CUJIAMU U TIEp-
BOE, UTO s YBUJIENA, KOrJla OTKPbUIA I71a3a, ObUT BHUMATEIbHBIN
TaKoW B3NIAL AMUKO. SI MOIHAIACh U, OIVIAHYBILUWCH, NTOHSA,



yto Jl)kOpaxa HeT.

— Yro x apyr, 5 MO Jiesam, a Thl CMOTPH, YTOOBI HAIlIU TIPH-
1achl HUKTO HE CBOpPOBaJl! — BOCHOJIb30BABIIMCh MOMEHTOM, S
CrpaBujia BCE HYX[bl, YMbUIACh M BEPHYJACh KAaThb. JlKOpmK
NoKazascs crycTs napy MuHyT. OH yJIBIOHYJICS HaM, pa3MUHAs
1Ielo:

— Tak cebe HOYKa, KTO © 3HaJI, YTO CHaTh HA 3eMJIC KO
HEey100HO!

— A s Te0e 1 He TOBOpUJIa, YTO OyAeT JIETKO, MOKET BEpHEIIIb-
cA cervac, MoKa eI€ He CIIMIIKOM JaJIeKO OTOUUIA? — sl IOAHS-
JIach U CTaJla COOPYKaTh HAM MOECTb.

JIKOpIK YXMBUIBHYJICS Y B3sUT U3 MOMX PYK XJ1€0.

— Her yx, Tl OT MeHS Tak MpocTo He n3dapuibcs! [Torepr-
mo!

Mpl emié HeMHOro MoroBopusiv, moka enu. Ilotom cobpa-
JIMCh Y BBIIBUHYJMCH Jaiibilie B MyTb. OOOrHYB rOpbI, Mbl IILTH
HECKOJIbKO JIHEeH, ycTpauBasi cebe HOUHBbIE MPUBAJIBI U HEOOIb-
IIMe TIePEe/IBIIIKY CPe/In THS. 3arachl e/bl TasTi U HaM Hazlo Obl-
JIO MX MONOJMHUTh. He cTpensaTs ke 3auneB B jiecy! XoTb AMUKO
U He Ope3roBajl OXOTOM, MbI ITOKa JeP:KAIMCh Ha TOM, YTO B3SUIU
U3 JOMa.

CrycTst mATh AHEW HAIEro IyTH, KOrAa yke He ObUIO CHI
CraTh Ha TBEPIOW 3eMJIe, a pajii TOTO, YTOOBI MOMBIThCSI, MOXKHO
ObLJIO OTIATh BCE HAa CBETE, MbI JIOILIN 10 TOPOAKA.

— Hakonernr-to, moau! — Beraoxnyin Jxopmx. JIuio ero 3apoc-
JIO IIETWHOM, a TeHU O] IJIa3aMU cTau riryoke. borock npencra-



BUTbH, KaK BHIIVISIKY ceivac 4. .. Jla, Mbl 00a HyKJaJI1MCh B TIOJTHO-
IIEHHOM CcHe 1 oTpixe. [loaTomy, He croBapuBasich, HalLTA Ou-
KA TPAKTUP U OCTAHOBMJIMCH HA HOWJIET, YTOOBI ITPAaKTHYe-
CKU cpasy yCJblIIaTh TO, PaJy YETO Mbl YIIIU U3 JEPEBHU. . .



I'maBa 2

— Koposs Bepnyics!

— He moxer 6biTh! ToT camblit, OrHenHbiid? [a Tol Bpelb!

— 51 Te6e 3y6 nato! He crprman, uro am?

— Huyero He ciplina, a 4to, IeHCTBUTENBHO MpaBa’?

— Jla, npocHyJscst 1 Hu4ero He noMHUT! Jlaxe To, 4To OoJblle
COTHH JIET MPOLLIO!

— Bo nena... Yyneca npsmo!..

4l pazBepHysach K My KYMHAM, KOTOpPbIE CUJIEJN B TPAKTUPE U
HOTATMBAJIM 3J1b, Pa30aBJIsis €r0 CBEKUMHU CIUIETHAMU. [[Kopak,
KaxeTcs, He ycablual ux ciioB. Ho ¢ HeaBHUX MOp 3TO CI0BO
npecienosano MeHs. Kak tonbko cipiana "Kopons", Bce Teno
HAYMHAJIO NOTPSAXMUBATh B peABKylieHnu. Heyxenn onun o Ku-
po?

4 notaHysa HUYEro He noHMMamwIero Jlxopaxa K coceHe-
My CTOJIKY M MOMPOCHJIA CAEJIATh 3aKa3, IOKa caMa CHOBA ITPH-
CITylMBajiach K My;uuHaM. [lapeHb xotes ObU10 CIPOCUTH B YeM
JeJ10, HO 1 IIMKHYJIa Ha Hero U cliejiajla BUJ, 4TO paccMaTprBalo
YTO-TO B OKHO. My KUMHBI €€ HEMHOIO [TOBOCTOPraJIUCh UyJe-
cam, ITPOU3OLICAIMY B JAJIEKOM KOPOJIEBCTBE, & TIOTOM CO-
BCEM cMeHWTM TeMy. Kak Ha3/10, OHM Havasu CHIOPUTh O TOM, KTO
KOMY TOBOPUT OOJBILYIO MpaBly U KTO KOMYy Korjga HaBpai. f,
Pa304apoBaHHO B3/I0XHYB, NIOBEPHYJAch K Apyry. Ham kak pas
MIPUHECIH ABIMSILUECS IIMHSHBIE TOPLIIOYKH C MSICOM U OBOLIA-



MU, ¥ MBI MOJTYA TTPUHSITUCH 3a ey. Korna ¢ Heli ObU1o MOKOHYe-
HO, J[’KOpAK TOBOJIBHO OTKMHYJICA HA CIIMHKY CTYJA Y CIIPOCHUJL:

— Tak 4TO THI TaM MHTEPECHOTO YyCIbIIIAIA?

4 ornsinynack, YTOOBI yAOCTOBEPUTHCS, YTO HUKTO HAC HE TIOJI-
CIIyILLIMBAET, a JIKOpAK 3aKaTui rasa.

— AMeriea, iepecTaHb Tak AEPTraThCs, ThI K He yOMBATh KOPOJIsI
UIEIH ! — OH XOXOTHYJI, HO MHE OBUIO He Beceso. XOTelI0Ch B3ATh
U TPECHYTb IIyTHUKA JEPEBSHHON JIOKKOW MO KpacuBOMY JI0y.
Bwmecro 3Toro s npoienrana:

— Te MyXuMHBI TOBOPWIM O TOM, YTO MHE IOKa3aJjia BeabMa!
YTo KOpOJb BEpHYJICA. .. — IIpOILIENTaa .

— W... kakum O0OKOM K 3TO¥ Bcelt ucropuu Toi? OTKyna Bep-
HYJICSI XOTh? — pacciabiIeHHO MPOTSHYI MapeHb.

— C nynst! JIxopmx, Tel BOOOIIE CITyIIaelib, 4To 5 Tede To-
BOPI0? MBI HIIeM UMEHHO 3TOro Koposs! BeITh MOXeET, 3T0 MOU
(paBH. .. — Ha OCJIETHEM CJIOBE MOW T'OJIOC IPOTHYJI 5 ¥ MOCTIEII-
HO BCTaJa:

— Tak, Bce! Thl Kak xo4denb, a s MOMPOILY T'OPAYYIO JIOXaHb
Y crath!

[lapeHp nosas mie4yaMy U ¢ UHTEPECOM Havall pa3IisiIblBaTh
MOJIOZIEHBKYIO MOAABAIBIIMILYY. S1 XMBIKHYJIA M HalpaBUach B
CBOIO KOMHATY, IO IIyTH 3aJyMAaBIIXCh: YTO 3HAYUT OrHEHHBIN ?
910 Marus Takasa? U cipocuTh-TO HE Yy KOTO. ..

OTMOKas B TEIUION BOjiE, s UyTh ObLJIO HE YCHYJA, OyKBaJIb-
HO Kynasch B yaoBoJIbCTBUU. HO BOzla Hauaia ocTeIBaTh, U MPU-
IIJIOCh OBICTPO BBUIE3aTh. 51 BHITEpIACh, HA/IeNa YICTYI0 HOYHYIO



py0ariky, KOTOpyio B3sjla U3 JOMa, U yraja Ha KpoBaTb. Jlaxe
JKECTKOE TOCTeNIbHOE Oellbe He MCTIOPTUIIO HACTPOeHHUsI. 3a Ma-
JIEHPKMM OKOLIKOM PAaCCEMBAIUCh MOCJIEIHUE YU 3aXOASILEro
COJIHIIA U 51, PACCIaOUBIINCh, OBICTPO YCHYJIA.

[MoyTpy MeHs1 pa30yaniI TPOMKUI CTYK B IBEPb.

— Ameniea, BCTaBay, IOLUIA 3aBTpakarh! — Jlxopmk ¢ HeTep-
NIeHreM B37I0XHYJT 1 OoJiee xanobHo podaBui: — EcTh xouercs.

Bot nposkopnuBblii nonascs! 51 ynslOHyIach U, KPUKHYB, UTO
ceiyac cryurych, ObicTpo ofenack. [Ipoctoe nmoBcegHEBHOE I1a-
The OBUIO CIIMIIIKOM HEYHOOHBIM JJIsl TAKMX JUTUTENBHBIX TIOXO-
JoB. FOOka To 1 A€o Herisiach 3a KOJMIOYKM U CyXYyI0 TpaBy.
[TosTomy s perniia CXOAUTb HA PBIHOK U KYITUTB IITAHBI J1a MYXK-
CKyIo pyOaxy. inTu eime naneko, a Tak OyaeT ropasjo ynooHee.

CobOpaB Bemwu, s He 0e3 COXaJeHHs TMOKHHY/IA KOMHATY.
JIKOpIXK KAajl MEHsl BHU3Y M O YEM-TO BECEJIO Pa3roBapvBal C
BUEpAIIIHEN TOAABAIBIIUIICH.

"He TOJNIbKO MPOKOPIUBBIN..." — B3JOXHYJA 51 U yCENach 3a
cBOOOIHBIN cTON. [Ipyr mopomén mpaktudecku cpazy. OKUHYB
MEHS XUTPbIM B3[JIs1IOM, OH 3aKa3aJl HaM 3aBTPaK U pacIuiaTui-
cs. 5 Hauasla OBIJIO HacTaMBaTh, UTO 3aIjiady 3a ceds cama, HO
napeHs Obl1 HerpekJioHeH. Hy 4To k, He ¢ MOMMHU IpoIIamMu OT-
Ka3bIBaTHCS OT TAKMX MpeioxkeHni. Tem Oomee HyXHO ele Ky-
NIATH OJEKITY.

— JIKOpK, 3aiiieM Ha PbIHOK, HY’KHO KOE-4TO KYIHTh? — IO-
MHTEPECOBAJIACH 51, IOO/IBUras K ceOe 3aBTpak.

— Jla 6e3 mpoOiiem! XOTh MOCMOTPHUM, KaK JIIO/IN KUBYT B MH-



pe! — mapeHp novecan OpOBb U MPUCTYIHII K €JIe.

S xe pemmna pa30aBUTh THIIMHY W CIIPOCKIIA TIEPBOE, UYTO
IIPUILUIO HA YM:

— Hy d4ro, yxe co Bcemu nepe3nakomuiics? Kak Houb? — ur-
PMBO CIpOCUIa 1, 3a4eprbIBasi Kally.

— Ox, AMezea, g K He MPOCTO TaK 3auUTPbIBAI0 C MECTHBIMU
kpacotkamu! He 117151 cest crapaioch, Tak cka3arh! — XUTPO MOA-
MUTHYJI MHE ApYT, — BOT, K IIPUMeEpY, [TOKa ThI CaJia, 5 YK€ MHO-
ro 4ero y3Han!

— Hanpumep?

— IIpo KopoJ1s TBOErOo y3HAII. .. — CKa3aJl v CTajl HApOYHO Me[l-
JIEHHO KeBaTh KYCOK XJie0a.

— Tak uto y3Han-Tt0? ['oBOpM y*ke! — He Boiepxkana s1. Hy 3a-
YeM JIPa3HUTh?

— A T0, 4TO 370 npaBna! [IpoKAATHIM CTO JIET Ha3aj] KOPOJIb
ceiiuac BepHyJics. OH Bce 3TO BpeMms craj, MoKa Ui OUTBHI 32
npecton! Koropelie, kctatu, ObLIM BeChbMa XeCTOKHE U He BCer/ia
gyecTHbie. HO TOBOPST, 4TO OH OBbUT OYE€Hb CHIIBHBIA W MYJIPbIU.
MHorue kJany ero BO3BpaLCHHUS.

Ot pacckasa [xopaxa y MeHs NOLUIM MypallKy MO KOXKE.
3Hauut npasaa? Kakue mascel, 4yto 310 1 ecth Knpo? Xors no
OMMCAHUIO OYEHb MOXOK. . .

— A d4T0, ecnu oH MeHs1 He y3HaeT? Yto s Oyay aenats? Kak
BOOOIIE MOKHO TIOMOYb YE€JIOBEKY, CIIACTH €ro, KOrJa He 3Haelllb
POBHBIM CYETOM HUUETO? — HAXMYPUBIIUCH, 51 YCTABUJIACh B Ta-
peJIKy. ANIETUT ITPONaJl.



— Hy, em¢€ mHe ckazanu, 4yTo OH Bce 3a0blI, Mo3TOMy Tebe
npujaercs. .. TouHee, HaM NpUAETCs MPUAYMaTh KAKOM-TO TUIAH.
Bpsin v oH TeOs1 BCOMHUT. [1J1s HEro Thl OKaXeIIbCsl Ouepe/i-
HOW OXOTHHMIIEH 32 OOraTCTBOM U TUTYJIOM. — 51 OTKphbLIa poT OT
yAMUBJIEHMS, a BeJlb OH MpaB!

JIOpmK rourpa OpoBSIMY U JIOOABIL:

— Koposnb-To y Hac cBoOOjieH OT y3 Opaka, a TyT Thi!

4 ax nmornepxHynack, HO MAPHS 3TO TOJIBKO MOBECETUIIO.

— Hy a 4ro Tl aymaemb, Thl OfHAa UAELIL B KOPOJIEBCTBO,
y3HaB, YTO KOpOJIb pocHyics? Ox, Amenea, TPyaHO ObITh TAKOM
HanuBHOM ?

— Ho s He coOupatock Ha Hero Bematbes! S ke cmacT ero
xouy! — BbIAJIAIIA 1.

— Ture, cMOTpU Kak pacKpuyasach, a eie Buepa 0osiach
1J1a32a TOJIHATH, KOTJIa 00CYK/1aTh KOPOJIS. . .

4 BcKkoumia, He B CHJIaX YCUJIETh Ha MecCTe:

— JlagHO, mouui, AMHKO yXe 3a:KJaJICs, a HaM eLIe 3a OfCK-
JIOW HY’KHO CXOJIUTb.

JxopmK yAMBUWIICS, 3a4EM 3TO MHE OJEXK[a, HO 51 HE craja
BJABaThCA B MOAPOOHOCTH. OH MOXas TiedaMu M Mbl, TTOJXBa-
TUB CBOM CYMKH, BBILIUIA HA YJIUILY.

Bo3myx ObUIT IOBOJILHO CBEXHIA M COJTHIIE HE TIAJTUJIO TaK, Kak
y Hac. Bce ke Mbl yKe JaJIeKO YIILIM Ha ceBep. Sl B3MIsiHY/Ia Ha
HeOOo M 3aaymaiachk: MoxeT rmoBe3eT u yBUaIuM cHer? S uuta-
JIa CKa3Kku 00 3TOM uyJie, HO HUKOT/A Jake He MeuTasia YBUIETh
CBOMMH IJIa3aMH. . .



Bce xe ObUIO IEHCTBUTENFHO MHTEPECHO MOCMOTPETh, Kak
JKUBYT JIIOOW B JIPYyrUX ropojax u jaepeBHsax. Korga-to gaBHO,
Kak Oy[ITO B MPOILION XU3HH, sI 3aLyMbIBJIACH O TOM, UTO MEHS
KJET BIIepeIu U TOCKOBasa. ['pycTuia o ToM, YTO Tak U MPOKHU-
BY B CBOEH JlepeBHe, HUuUero He yBujaeB. Ho BOT s 31ech, B 1aje-
KOM T'OpOJIKE Ha CEBEPE, a BIIEPEIU €IIIE JJIMHHBIA TyTh U MHOTO
NPUKJIIOYeHUH. PasiocTh y3HaTh YTO-TO HOBOE, OyIOpaxuia, HO
1IeJb, C KOTOPOU s OTIIPAaBWJIAaCh B IMyTEIIECTBUE, BCe ke Opana
BEpX HaJl MOMMH YyBCTBaMH.

MbI npuIIM HAa PHIHOK U TIEPETJISIHYJIUCh. 371eCh OBLUIO JO-
BOJILHO MHTEepecHO. MHOro mocyapl, 3epkajl u TkaHeu. I'ne-to
cOOKy MpoJaBay CHelWU, U HEOObIUHBIN 3amax IIeKoTaa HOC.
OT pa3HOOOpa3us IIBETOB U 3aMax0B HaYaJla KPyKUThCS TOJIOBA.
N g pactepsHHO crajia nocpeay Aoporu. xopax yBUIEN MOe
3aMeIaTe/ib.CTBO M TIOTSHYJI K JIaBKe ¢ ofex 0. 51 Obuia emy
6marogapHa. Bee ke Xxopollo, 4To OH Molies1 CoO MHOM, 0e3 Hero
ObLIO0 ObI HAMHOTO TPYJHEE.

[Mon ynvBIeHHBIN B3MJISIT IAPHS 1 BHIOpaia MYyXCKHUE I TaHbI
u pyodaxy. OH-TO OXMJaI, YTO 51 BO3bMY Mapy IJIaThEB MOTE-
nee. [Tpunuiock 6path cOBCeM MajieHbKUE, TOYTH JETCKUE BEIlH,
TaK KaK BCe B3pOCoe ObUIO MHE CITUIIKOM BeuKO. Onpeaenus-
IIUCH C BHIOOPOM, MBI CJIOKWJIA TIOKYTIKH 1 TIONLIH JaJTbie. 3a-
KYIIUB €lle HEMHOTO MPOIYKTOB B IOPOT'Y, Mbl HAITPAaBWJIUCh HA
CeBep, TY/a, I1le N0 paccKa3aM MECTHBIX CTAPOKUIIOB, HAXOJUT-
cs1 3aMok orHeHHoro Koporst. [TyTh cTosiim HeOMM3KUH, U HY)KHO
OBLJIO JIO TEMHOTBI YCIIETh JIOUTH XOTsI ObI IO KAKOW-TO JICPEBHU.



Ham o6oum He ynbibanock criaTh Ha 3emiie B jiecy. Tem Oosee B
9TUX KPasix rmorofa Oblia Moxyxe, YeM y Hac, M HOUM CTOSUTH YK
COBCEM XOJIO/IHBIE.

Korza MBI BBILIUIM U3 IEPEBHU, TO YK€ Yepe3 Yyac CHOBA OKa-
3aJIUCh B Jiecy. AMMKO MOKa He MOSIBIISUICS, HO 5 3HaJIa, YTO OH
I7Ie-TO HeJaneKo. BhcTpo nmepeoeBrch 3a TBIITHBIM OPEITHH-
KOM, $1 BbIIIUIA K JIPKOPIIKY B MYKCKOM OOTMYHH.

Tot ocMOTpes MeHs € HOT /10 I'OJIOBBI U XOXOTHYII:

— Thl pemmia 3TUM NOKOPUTH KOPOJISi? — OH OKMHYJI MEHS
CHUCXOJMTEIbHBIM B3TJISIOM.

— He rosopu epyHpl! 910 yT0OB YN10OHEe ObUIO UATH! — 5
IpolUla MUMO HEro, HEMPUBBIYHO LIypIla pyKaBaMu pyOaxi.
[IItaHs! jke OKa3aIMCh HEMHOTO TECHBI U OT 3TOTO O0JIEraikd MOU
HOT'Y CJIMIIKOM T€CHO. MOXKET U BBIIJISLIEIIO 3TO HE COBCEM IPU-
JIMYHO, HO MHE OBLJIO BCE PaBHO.

JIKOpIK TOrHaJI MEHS M YJIbIOHYJICS:

— Eciu Ob1 THI HE TOBEPHYIACh KO MHE 33710M, 51 Obl TOYHO MOT
crytath Te0st ¢ mapHeMm. [Ipekpachbie dopmbl, Amenea! Uys-
CTBYIO OHH TeTleph MHE JJOJITO Oy/IyT CHUTHCS. . .

Sl XMypo mocmoTpena Ha NapHs, M pelwia Bce ke HaJeTh
TUIall, YTOOB! CKPBITh TO CAMOE MECTO, KOTOPOE BHIJAET BO MHE
neBymiky. CobpaB BOJIOCHI, 5 CIpsITaja UX MO KAIOIIOH U J10-
BOJIHO YJIbIOHYJIACh:

— Tak nyuie?

— He ckazan 6b1! Ho Tak s XoTs1 ObI He Oyy OTBJIEKAThCSI OT
JOpPOTH Y HE CBAJIOCh B OMKAMIIYIO KaHABY! — XUTPO YXMBLTb-



HyJcs ILxopmxk.

A paccmesnace. OH ymMesn NOAHATb HACTPOEHUE, JaKe TAKUMU
HECHOCHBIMU LIyTOYKaMu. MHOrna He moHuMMasa, 4ero si Xouy
OoJIbIIIE: PACCMESIThCS BMECTE C HUM UJIM CTYKHYTb.

— Jla, mTaHbl TECHOBATHI, HO JIaXKe TAaKWE OHU HAMHOTO YI00-
Hee CaMOU KPachBOU I00KH.

— Amejea, Thl XOTh MEILOK HaJieHb, BCE PaBHO KpacaBuua! —
KaK-TO TPYCTHO CKa3aJl apeHb, a 5 IOKpacHeJIa.

YTtoObl OTBIICYCS, 51 OTJISAEIACH U 3aMETHIIA, UTO U JIEC 3[IECh
ObLT KakoK-TO Ipyroit. [lacMypHBIi 1 HeMpUBETIMBHIA. TyIMHA
HaBonuia yxac. [Touemy e Tak Tx0? Hu vl He CIbIIIHO, HU
3Bepei. S nocMotpesna Ha [l)xopazka v 3aBesa pa3roBop B IOMbIT-
Ke M30aBUTHCS OT HABSI3YMBOIO YYBCTBA, UTO 32 HAMHM CIIEJIST.

— Y0 THI CKa3aJ1 pOAUTENAM, KO yXOAU?

JIKOpkK KUHYJI HA MEHSI HAXMYPEHHBIN B3IJISA:

— CkaszaJ, 4To Uiy UcKaThb cBolo cyap0y! UTo 31€ch, B AepeB-
He, s He BUKY Jyisi ceOst Oymyiero!

— Oro, 1 KaKk OHH 3TO BOCHPUHSIN? — YOIUBUIACH 1.

— la no-pazHomy. Oten cornacuicsl ¢ MOMM pelieHuemM. Ma-
Ma CHavaja IOIUIaKasaa, HO MOTOM CKpersl CepAlle OTIYCTHUIIA.
OHM y MEHS XOpOILIKE. ..

— Jla, g1 3Hamw. ..

TummHa cHOBa HaKpbLIa HAC TYCTHIM MOJIOTOM, U TOJIBKO Iy~
MsIIIME BEPXYILIKH JIepeBbeB pa30aByIsiiiv Hallle MoTdaHue. Beko-
pe s ycnbllayia CBUCT U, HE TIOHUMAs, YTO MPOUCXOIUT, BbIHY-
JIa JIyK, HO ObUIO To3/1HO. Hac co Bcex cTopoH cranu oOCcTynaTh



paszooitHuku. Kpyr cyxaics, a s1 He 3Haja B KOO CTPeJisATh, UX
OBbLIO CIMIIKOM MHOTO. MBI ¢ JIKOpIKeM CTajd COIMHAMU JPYT
K JIpYTy, TOTOBBIE /IO KOHIIA CPAXkaTbCsl 3a CBOIO KM3Hb, HO 00a
IIOHUMAJIH, YTO, CKOPEE BCEr0, HaM HE BBICTOATD.



I'nmaBa 3

— Kro Takue? — pazgancs rpyOblii rojoc MpeIBOJUTENS.

CrimHa [[opaka Hanpsriach M OH, HE JJaB MHE JIake CJI0Ba
CKa3arb, OTBETHL:

— IIpocro nytHuku. Ma€m BOT ¢ IpyroMm B KOPOJIEBCTBO, T1O-
CMOTPETh Ha KOpOJisi, KOTOPbIN BepHyJcs. — Ha cioBe «apyr» oH
CIIeJiall aKIIeHT, CKOpee BCEro JIJIsl MEeHsI, YTOOBI s ceOsl He BbiIa-
na.

4 mopagoBasiach, 4TO Tak MPEIyCMOTPUTENBHO MEPEOAEIIACh
B MYXKCKYIO ofie’k1y. Bee e, cpenu pa300MHUKOB MTPAKTUYECKU
BCE MY)KUYMHBI, M KTO 3HA€T, KAKWUE MbICIM Y HUX BO3HUKHYT MpU
BUJIE MOJIOZION NIEBYIIKU. {1 3aMeTMIa TOJBKO OHY JEBYIIKY B
MX KOMITaHUU. PbIKEBOIOCAs M MaJIeHbKasi, OHA BBIIVISIENA, KaK
MaJieHbKas (pesi, pa3Be UTo I71a3a CBEPKAJIM 3JI0CTBIO TaK, UTO
Obl OOOsIACH BCTYMATh C HEW B CXBATKY. YK JIydIlle CO 310pO-
BSIKOM, KOTOPBIH ceifuac K HaM oOparaics.

— Bo1 3a0panuch Ha Hairy Tepputopuio! [ToatoMy BhIBOpauu-
BaiiTe CBOM KapMaHbl M €CJTi TaM HaOepeTcsi NOCTaTOYHO MOHET,
TO MOXET YHJETe OT HAC )KUBbIMHU.

A 3aapoxana Or 3TUX CJI0B, HO IIKOPIK, KAKETCA, HE BUIET
B HUX HUYEro CTparrHoro. OH yJIbIOHYJICS U CKa3a:

— Tak HeTr y Hac HMYEro, caMmuM Obl KTO TIOIKUHYJ JICHbXAT.
Enpl TOIBKO HEMHOTO [J1a OAE:KIa cTapas! — OH CTPENIbHYI [J1a3a-
MU Ha PBIKYIO U ellé mupe yIbIOHy/ICA. Ta MUTOM BCITBIXHYJIA



u npuntypuiack. OX, XUTpPbIid JIMC, 3HAET, KAK JIEBYIIKUA HA HETO
pearupyior. 1 ceituac HaM 3TO TOJIBKO Ha PYKY.

— A 3TO MBI cer4yac MOCMOTPUM, €CTh y BaC 4TO-TO UHTEPEC-
HOE JJIs HaC WM HeT! — 3/10pOBsIK 00OIIIeNT MO KPYry U OCTaHO-
BUWJICSI HATPOTUB MeHsI. — Thl ObI OITyCTHIT JIYK, APEHEK, a TO T0-
PaHUIIIbCS.

4 HexoTd nociymanach, Bejb BCE PaBHO HaM BJIBOEM HE BbI-
CTOSITh TIPOTUB TOJIIBI MY’KUMH. A pa3HUTh 3Bepsi ObUIO IIIYTIO.

['maBapb TeM BpeMeHEM BHUMATEJILHO BCMOTPEJICSI B MOE JIH-
1[0 W, NPUILYPUBLINCH, PE3KO CKMHYJI MOM KaIlomoH. Bomocel
JUIMHHBIMU CBETJIBIMU JIOKOHAMHU PaCCBIIAIACH MO IUIeYaM, U
MY’KUMHA TOBOJIBHO YXMBUIbHYJICS:

— A KTO y Hac TyT? XOpOIlIeHbKasA JEBYOHKA! — OH OCKaJIMIICS:

— Jla em€ ¢ Takon KOXEM: CBETJION M HEXHOW — BCE KaK MHE
HpaBuTcs! Y MeHs ellé He OblJI0 TaKUX MpUHIECC! — 3acMesiics
OH, TIOTEPEB PbIKYI0 Oopomy, a [lKopmxk 3armren:

— TonbKo TpOHB €€, YepTOB yOIOI0K !

— WM 9T0 THI MHE clienaenb? — BhIIAIAI PIKUM.

Me:xay MyK4rMHaMU 3aBA3a71aCh 3pUTE/IbHAS IEpeNnajKa, rpo-
3sil1asi BOT-BOT MEPEeUTH B pyKomaiHylo. Pa300MHUKN BOKpYT
HayaId TPO3HO UYTO-TO BBIKPUKHUBATh, PA303JICHHBIE BbI3bIBAIO-
el (ppasoit apyra, HO Oe3 pa3peleHrs TIaBapsi He Peraivch
KUHYThCS B OOM.

4l 3acTbUIa, CyIOPOXKHO MPUAYMBIBAsA UTO jAearh. MykunHa
HaMpOTHB BO3BBIIIAJICS HAJ0 MHOW rojoBbl Ha Age. [llupokue
IUIEYM U OCTPBIA B3MJISAJ TOBOPWIM O HEM, KaK O YEJIOBEKE JI0-



cTaTo4yHoO k€cTtkoM. Kakue mancel coexaTs? [la MoYTH HUKAKKUX.
3HAYUT HAJIO TOTOBOPUTHCHL.

— MbI HUYEro BaM He CMOXKEeM JIaTh, YTO Bbl OT HAC XOTUTE? —
s TIBITAJIACh OTBJIEYb PHIKEro Ha ceOs, YTOObI OHU HE CIETTUIIMCh
¢ [IxxopmxeM, 1 My)XYMHA HEXOTS NiepeBe B3IISA:

— Kpacotka xo4et 4to-To cKa3arb?

— Hla, xouy! — s HampaBWJIa JyK Ha JI€BYOHKY, KOTOpasi BMUT
3aCThUIA Y MPOIIKUIIENA!

— Ecnu BBl TpoHETE HAC — 1 BhICTpeto! MHe TepsiTh HeYero!
CtouT JI1 TBOE MUHYTHOE YIOBOJIbCTBHE KU3HU OTHOU U3 Bac?

PbIKMI TPOMKO 3aCMESIICS, HO B IJ1a3aX MOSIBUICS OTOHEK WH-
Tepeca:

— Tak yx 1 MuHyTHOE? DTO THI MEHA €ILIE He 3Haelb... Hy
xopouo, MHe Hpassitcsl cmenble! [Tpennaraio mokasare, Ha 4TO
ThI CIIOCOOHA, KpoMe ITyrnoro 6axBajibeTBa! JIokaxu cBou ciioBa
nerucTBuaAMHA!

— Yro T IMeEELIb B BULY 7 — IOMHTEPECOBAJIACH 1, HE OITYCKast
JyK.

MyX4rHa XUTPO YJIBIOHYJICS W TIOI03BaJl TIAPHS U3 OKpYXKa-
OILIIEN HAC TOJIIEI.

— Bort, Apoc, OH nyuIuii JIy4HUK U3 BCEX, KOro 51 3Hai. CMo-
JKelIb OOBIrPaTh €ro B CTpesibOe — U BBl CBOOOJIHBI. A HET... —
PBUKMIA 0OOIIIENT MeHsI 1 HAMOTAJT MPsib MOMX BOJIOC Ha TiaJiell, —
TOrAa MPUIETCA NMOJAPUTh MHE, KaK Thl CKa3ajla, MUHYTHOE YJI0-
BOJILCTBUE.

— 4 cornacHa! — He pa3gyMbIBasi KUBHYJIA f1.



— Ameniea, HeT! — mpopeiyait JKopmx.

51 oGepHyIach K HEMy U MOJOKIJIA PYKY Ha €ro Iiedo.

— He nepexwugaii, Bce Oyner xopouio! Bepb B MeHs1! — 51 noa-
MUTHYJIa TIApHIO, U Mbl C ApOCOM, HE CrOBapvBasiCh, OTOILIN
Jpyr OT jpyra. BeiOpaB MuIlieHbs B BUjie MaJIEHHKOU 3a3yOpHHBI
Ha KOpe JiepeBa, Mbl IPUTOTOBUJIHA CTPEJIbI M OOCY/IMIIU TTPaBUJIA.
[o Tpu BhIcTpena kaxaomy. ToT, KTo monajaeT Onmxke K HEHTPY
BCE TPU pas3a — OCTaHeTCsl MOOeAUTENIEM.

[lepBbiM BbICTpeEsl Apoc, U, ONAB MPSIMO B LIENb, 3ACTABUJ
MEH$ 3aHepBHUYATh. YTO, eciu s He cMory? Ho, 3akpbIB M1a3a, s
BCIIOMHUJIA BCe, 4eMy yuni MeHs Kupo. A emi€ kak-1o camu 1no
ce0e B MaMsATH BCIUIbUIM cioBa Ppeda, KOTOPbIA TOBOPHUIL, UTO
JIYK Y MeHsI HeOOBIYHBIA. UTO OH MOKET 3alUIaTh CBOETO XO-
3siHa O1arofiaps CAMBOJIAM, YTO Ha HEM M300paskeHbl. Sl HeXHO
NOIJIaIIa OpYXKUeE, MPEACTaBIIAA, Kak (paBH BbIpE3aJl €ro Cre-
IUAJIBHO ISl MEHS, U 4yTh He 3aruiakaia. Kak ke g no Hemy
cKyyaiw... OT pa3gymuil OTBJIEK IOJIOC MPEIBOAUTEIS:

— Hy 4ro, kpacotka, 3agymanace? M MoxkeT Xouenb CaTh-
ca?

— Hy yx ner!

4l oTonua u caenana ynop npaBoit HOroi. BelioxHyB, 51 OTITY-
CTWJIA CTPEJTy, M OHA IoNajia TOYHO B LIEJb.

Kaxercs, 51 ycbliaia nojHeli ooierdyenust B3ox Jxopmxka.
Bennwbiil, moceneer co MHOM.

Bropoii BicTpen Apoca Takke moraj B IIEHTP, a 51 — BCEro Ha
TIOMIM JIeBee, UTO BBI3BAJIO Y Pa30OIHUKOB IPOMKOE JIMKOBAHUE,



a 'y Jlxxoprnxa JIETKYI0 UCTEPUKY.

Tpetuii BeICTpen Apoc ceal He s/, U MHE JaXe He HyX-
HO OBLIIO CMOTPETS, 51 ¥ TaK 3HaJIA, YTO OH CHOBA TIOMAJ B LIEJTh.
VYenpiana no Bosriaacam ero apyseit. Cuenus 3yObl, 51 HATSHYJIA
TETUBY M COCPEIOTOUMIACh. [IKOpaxk, KaxkeTcsl, Hauaal MOJUTb-
Csl, @ PbUKUM 3JI0PATHO MOTUPAT PYKH.

TyT HEOXKUAAHHO U3 Jieca BhIlLE]T AMUKO, Y TIOJ YAUBJIEHHbIE
B3[JIsL/Ibl HANIPAaBUJICS KO MHe. Bee 3acTbuiu, He 3Has, 4To Mnpej-
MPUHSTH, HO BUJIENIU, YTO BOJIK HACTPOEH HearpeccuBHO. OH 1o-
JOMIEN KO MHE Y TIPUCITIOHMJICS TEeTJThIM OOKOM K Moe# Hore. {1
YIBIOHYJIACh U TOTPENas ero 3a XOJKy. DTO MpHUIao MHE yBe-
PEHHOCTH.

BbinoXHYB, 51 IpUHSIA HYKHOE MOJIOKEHUE U OTITyCTUIIA Te-
tuBy. CTpesa nonajia TOYHO B 11€J1b, PACKOJIOB CTpeTy Apoca Mo-
nosiaM. Ha mur Bce 3amonyany, a NOTOM HayaJIiCh HACTOSIINE
nepenaiku. Cutyarnusi, IeMCTBUTENILHO, OblIa 1BOsIKast. MOXHO
CKa3aTh, YTO Mbl BHICTPEJIMJIA OIMHAKOBO, HO MOCJIEHEE CJIOBO
BCe ke OBUIO 32 PBIKUM IJIaBAPEM.

— Y10 X, KpacoTka, CTpeJisiellb Thl ¥ BIIPSIMb HETJIOXO, HO BCE
e He oborHasia Hariero Apoca. ITosromy ¢ Moeit cTopoHbl Oyaer
HEpa3yMHO CTaBUTh CBOM UHTEPECHI BbIIIIE UHTEPECOB MOUX JIIO-
Jell, — OH OIVISIHYJICSI Ha CBOMX Jpy3eH U Te ONOOPHUTENIHHO 3ary-
JIeJIv, — & 3HAYMT, Thl IOKACIIL C HAMU. Byzeli, noMoraTh HaM B
HalleM HeJIErKoM Jielie, U s TeOsl He TPOHY, eClIM cama, KOHEYHO,
HE 3aX04elllb! — OH C HAJeXJ0M TTOCMOTpEJT Ha MeHS, a 5 (PhIpK-
HYyJIa.



— He nymaio!

— Hy 310 MBI HOCMOTpUM, BAPYT Pa3IJIsSIUIIb BO MHE CHIIBHO-
r'0 ¥ CMEJIOTO. .. — OH 3aMOJTYaJl ¥ movecan 0opoay:

— A BOT 4TO jiefiaTh ¢ 3TUM? — KUBHYJI OH Ha JI’kopmka. AMHUKO
MOZIOIIEN K MAPHIO U 3apblual Ha PhIKETO.

— 3amuTHEK Bai? XOpoImi 3Bepb, OJIaropoHbIl! — BbIIAI
raBapb. Ho AMMKO HUKaK He OTpearupoBajl Ha ero MoxBay.

MyxuuHa CHOBa IepeBell B3MUIsAL Ha MapHs, Pa3ayMblBasi, HO
TYT BBbIIILJIa MUHUATIOPHAS! IEBYIIIKA U TPO3HO 3asiBUJIA:

— Pouic! XBarur nyrars ux! IlycTs npucoenuHoOTCS K Ham
BIBoEM! TouHnee BTpoéM! — OHa ¢ MHTEPECOM 3bIPKHYJIA Ha
Jlxopnxka U ObICTPO OTBEPHYJIACh K MYXUYMHE, — JOCTATOUHO
nipencTaBienuii! Ham erie rocteil BcTpedars U B IEPEBHIO BO3-
Bpararbes!

Polic MOCIyIIHO KMBHYJI U C POOKOH YJIBIOKOH 0OpaTHiICcs K
Ham:

— Cectpa mos1, Anuka! OX yk 3TU KEHIIUHBI. .. — C J0CAA0N
OypKHYJT PbIKHUI U HAYAJT TIPEJICTABIIATh HAM KaKIOTO WIeHA X
pa3OoiiHOi cembU. BbUIO BUIHO, YTO 3Ta MajieHbKasl JEBYIIIKA
KPEernKo B KyJIake JIepKUT X mpeaBoautens 3a 6oponay. Kpome
He€, MO0-BUIMMOMY, OH HUKOI'O HE CIIyILIAeT.

[1o3HaKOMUBIIUCH CO BCEMH, Mbl OTIIPABUJIMCh HA 3aJaHUE.
$1 He 3Hal0, YTO OT HAC MOTPEOYIOT, HO BBHIOOpa 0COO0 He OBLIO.
HyHo roka ocTaTbcsi, a IOTOM YJIy4UTh MOMEHT U cOexaThb. Mbl
UM 10 TPONMHKE B HEM3BECTHOM HampasiieHud. Briepenu mia-
rajt Poiic ¢ TpeMsi My )K4MHaMU, psJIOM C HAMUA CEMEHWIa AJn-



Ka, 3aMBIKAJIM IIECTBUE eIlle YETBEPO MYKUUH ISl TOTO, YTOOBI
™Mbl He yoexamu. [To mytu J[xopmk Momrdas, HO Kak TOJBKO MbI
OCTaJIUCh OJIHH, IIEMOTOM BbINAJIUI:

— Amenea, HyxHO Oexatb! [laBail HOUbIO, KOTJA BCE JIATYT
cnath?

A xuBHyna. Ho mbl emi€ He 3HayId, 4TO0 HOYaMH Halll HOBBIE
3HAKOMbIE 3aHMUMAIOTCS TPa0EKOM, a BOT CIaTh JIOXKATCS TOJIBKO
noa yTpo. ITo eie Oosbliie 3aTpyAHsuo Ham noder. Kaxercs,
AJMKa ycIblIaa Haill pa3roBOP U XUTPO YABIOHYIACH:

— He crniemmute yOerath, MOXET BaM elle MoOHpaBuTcs! Y Hac
OBIBA€ET JOBOJILHO BECENO!

— MbI 3ameTunu. .. — npoOypyana si, BCOMUHAS] YTPO3bl OT
Poiica.

JleBy1IKa 3BOHKO paccMesiiach U ykKe MOTHIIE CKa3aa:

— Bpar Tonpko ¢ Buay Takou rpo3Heid. Ha camom nene B tyie
OH Jsianiouka. [ToBeps MHe, OH ellle HU OJIHY JIEBYIIIKY He 00U Ie.
U 1e6s He ctan Obl Tporath. Ho Hajo ke eMy Kak-To TOIIepKH-
BaTh OOEBOM JIyX B KOMaHJIE.

VYcapimas 310, 1 HeMHoro ornenmwia. Hy pas ero cecrpa tak
TOBOPUT, TO MOKET AEUCTBUTEIBHO HE BCE TaK ILJIOXO.

— Tak BBl JEHUCTBUTEIHLHO WJETE MOCMOTPETh HA KOPOJsA? —
OHA CTpEJIbHYJIA SIPKO-3€JEHBIMU IJIa3aMU CHA4YaJla HA MEHs, a
norom Ha [lxopmka, — Hy JaaHO, AMeaea MOXET UMETh Ka-
KHMEe-TO HaJIeXk/pl Ha HEro, Kak U IMOJIOBMHA KOPOJIEBCTBA, HY a
b1, JIKOpmK? 3auem TeGe 3TO HYKHO?

JIKOpIDK MOXKaJI TUIEYaMy Y OTBETHII €M UTPUBBIM TOHOM:



— Tak 310 He Amenea, 3TO s XO4y YBUJETh €r0, BIIOOWIICS
IIPOCTO, YTO HU €CTh, HU CIIaTh HE MOTY !

JleByIKa 3acMesyIach, U 51 He CMOIJIA CIIEPXaTh YIIBIOKH.

— He 3Hasia, 4To Thl y HAC MO MaJIbYMKaM! — CKBO3b CMEX CKa-
3ajla AJMKa.

Hpyr naviip MoJlya NoKaydajl TojIOBOM, BHUMATEIBHO Pa3Iiis-
JIbIBasi HOBYIO 3HAKOMYI10. OT Takoro B3misija JIEBYIIKA BCIbIX-
HYJIa, U, 3aJlpaB HOCUK, OTBEPHYJIACh.

Tem BpeMeHeM MbI JOIUIA JI0 pa3BeTBJIEHUs TPONUHKY. B Je-
Cy Ha4aJIo cMepKartbes U Polc pa3pait BceM yKa3aHHMs.

— Tak, Bcem 1o mectam! AJiMKa, Thl IPULJISIIBIBACIIIb 32 Ha-
IIIMMK HOBBIMHM JIPY3bSIMH, YTOOBI HE BBITBOPUJIA YETO, — OH IJIsI-
HYJI HA MEHS U XUTPO MPUIILYPUJICS:

— MoX)HO faxe NoMO4Yb, €CJH JIyYHHULIA 3aX0YET.

A dwipkHYIa M OTBEpHYJIAch. MyXUMHA JIMIIb XMBIKHYJI U
MaxHyJ PYKOH, 4TOObl BCE 3aHMMAJIW CBOM TMO3UIMH. MBI C
JIxopmkem 1 AJIMKON B30OpaICh Ha TIBIIIHOE PACKUIMCTOE e-
PEBO C OYEHb MIAAKUM CTBOJIOM. Ejie MOIHABIIMCE, 1 CKOJIb3WIIA
MOJOIIBAMU 110 BETKAM U HE Cpa3y CMOIJIa YIENUTbCA. Y AJIUKU
u JI>xopmka Bce BBIIUIO HAMHOTO ObIcTpee. A s eIlg pa3 mopajo-
BaJIach YTO Ha MHE INTAHBI, a He 100Ka, M TOJILKO cerlyac 3aMeTH-
J1a, 4TO AJMKA TOXKe HOCUT OPIOKH C TYHUKOU, U CBEPXY HAKHIbI-
BaeT TOHKU muiail. ToNbKO IITaHbl y Hee MeHee oOJeraklue.

Mpl cTanu xJaTh rocTell, 0 KOTOPbIX Npeaynpexaan Poiic, a
MeEHSI Ha4yaJI0 MEJIKO TOTpsAXuBaTh. UTO, eciu mpuaeTcs enarh
4TO-TO y)kacHoe? Boke, Hy KOHEUHO TIPUJIETCSI, OHU JKe Pa3Ooii-



HUKU. HykHO ckopee npugymars, kKak yoexarsb. [Toka st gymana,
JIKOpIK 1 ANMKA IIENOTOM Havyald Mepenaliky u3-3a Toro, uto,
10 MHEHMIO JIEBYIIIKH, TOT CeJ TaK, YTO C IOpOru ero BuaHo. [1a-
pEeHb Ke JI0Ka3biBal oOpaTHOe. f 3ameTmia MpUOIUKAIOIIUXCS
JKEHIIVH U IIMKHYJIA HA MApoYKy. AJIMKa Mpociequia 3a MOUM
B3MJISIAOM M MaxHYJa PyKOM:

— DTO MecTHble, Mbl kA€M He ux. [lo cityxam, 37€ch CKOpo
JOJKHBI TIOSIBUTBHCS TIOMEIIUKY U3 IepeBHU. BOT ux 10 MbI 1 Oy-
JeM rpadbuth! — eByIIKa 37I0PaJHO YXMbUIbHYJIACh, & S YIUBU-
JIaCh:

— A pa3Be COBECTb BaC He MyYaeT — IrpaOMTh HEBUHHBIX JIIO-
neun?

— HeBuHHBIX ? — AeByIIKA (DBIPKHYJIA, HO HE YCIIela OHA MPo-
JOJKUTD (hpasdy, Kak U3-3a MOBOPOTA MoKazaics skunax. OH 1u-
X0 MOIHUMAJ JOPOXKHYIO TIBUTb U MYAJICSI TIPSIMO Ha CIIOKOWHO
WAYIIMX )KEHIIVH. B 107110 MTHOBEHUS 51 OLIEHWJIa, YTO JAakKe MpU
BCEM JKEJIAHUU Ky4ep He CYMEET BOBPEMSI OCTAHOBUTb KOJIECHU-
y. Ho MeHst ynuBmiio, 4to oH aaxe He nbitasncs. [Jo Huuero He
3aMevalollrX KEHIIUH OCTaBAJIOCh HECKOJIbKO METPOB.

YV MeHs B rpyiu Bce 3aKJIOKOTalIO OT 3JI0CTH. [la 4To OH ce-
6e no3BossieT? He otnaBas cede oTuéTa, s MUTOM JIOCTalla CTpe-
Jy ¥, TIPUIEMBIINCH, HAOMogama, Kak ObICTPO MPHOSFIKAIOIIA-
sICSl IOBO3Ka JIOE3KaeT JI0 Harlero ykpbitvsi. He ciblina Borieit
JIKOpIKa O TOM, YTO HY’KHO OCTAHOBUTBCS, 51 OTIYCTUJIA TETUBY
¥ TIoraJia MpsiMO TIOJ] KOMbITa OJHOM U3 Jomiaaei. Ta BcTaia Ha
JBIOBI 1, TPOMKO 3apkaB, OCTAaHOBUJIAach. Kydep Beipyrasics, a 10



MEHS IOJIETENIN CJIOBA AJTUKU:
— Monogen, Amenea, Tl OCTAaHOBUJIA UMEHHO Te€X, KOTO MBI
Kaanu!



I'nmaBa 4

He ycnena st oco3Hath, 4TO Hajesana, Kak pa30OiHUKY MOBBI-
CKaKMBAJIM U3 CBOMX YKPBITUN M CTAJIU MPUOIMAKATHCS K KHIIA-
Ky. Kydep mbItTancs xmecrars Jomaiei, 9ToObl Te CKopee yHec-
JIM X U3 MIepefipsATd, HO JIOUIAAW, BU/sl MPENSATCTBUE, CTOSLIH,
KaK BKOIIAHHBIE.

— Ja, uto 6 Bac, TBapy MPOKJISITHIE! — BHIpyrajicsi Kydep, a
Poiic TeM BpeMeHeM NOMOI' MOJHATLCA ABYM KEHIIMHam. Te
YIIUTY, 37I00HO OIJISIABIBAsICh HA SKUIAK, U B UX IJIa3aX YUTAJIOCh
SIBHOE 3JI0PAJICTBO, YTO TOT, KTO UX UyTh HE Ilepeexall, [IOHECET
3aC/lykK€HHOE HaKa3aHUe.

S cnesna ¢ nepeBa M cTajla 3a COMHAMU MYKYHH, KOTOPBIE,
TIOUT'PBIBAS OPYKUEM, CYKAJIM KOJIBLIO BOKPYT MOBO3KM.

Psnom co MHOM yXMbLIsIach AJIMKa, U 3aMETUB TO, Kak 5 TPs-
CYCb, MOJIOKUJIA PYKY Ha MO€ IIPEAIJIeYbE.

— Paccrabbesi, Amesiea, Bce He Tak IUIOXO, Kak TeOe Kaxker-
cs1! DT yBaxaemble rocrnoja 6eccoBECTHO 00I0KMIM MOOOpaMu
JIOJEW B JEPEBHAX, KOTOPBIMU OHH YIIPABJIAIOT. MBI BCETO JIMIIb
yKakeM MM HMX 3aKOoHHOe Mecto. Bor, 6epu mpumep c [Ixop-
IKa, — OHA TIOAMHTHYJA OJIeTHOMY MApHIO ¥ XUXUKHYJIA, — CTOUT
Kak Oy[ITO CBOW, 3psl TOJIBLKO OJIe/IHBIA, HO MOXET 3TO Y HEro ot
TIPUPOLIBL. . .

Sl B3rIsiHYMA HA Opyra, KOTOPBIA C MHTEPECOM HaOoal 3a
CLIEHOM, UTO pa3BOpaYMBaIach Ha JOPOre U He oOpaIan BHIMA-



HUs1 HA HAIIM CJIOBA O HEM.

Ox, Ixopnx, TAKUX MPUKJIIOYEHUN Thl XOTeJ?

Tem BpeMeHeM JBO€ T'PY3HBIX MYKUHMH BBIIIUIA U3 SKUTIAKA U
C HEJIOBOJIbHBIM BUJIOM YCTaBMJIUCh Ha Hac. Kydep e npuTux Ha
KO3JIaX, HE 3Hasl KyJla eMy JIEThCsl.

— Yero Bam Ha0, BOPbI MIPOKJISIThIE? — BBIKPUKHYJI OJIUH U3
TOJICTSIKOB.

Poiic 1eHMBO MOAOIIEN K My3aTOMY YITPABJISIOIIEMY U CXBa-
THJI €T0 3a JIAIKAHbI:

— 9TO MBI IO-TBOEMY BOPbI? — OH LJOKHYJT SI3bIKOM M [OKayal
TOJIOBOM, — MHE KaXeTCsI s BUXKY TYT TOJBKO JBYX TpaduTese,
Y OHU TIepesIo MHO! — My )KYMHA OTTOJIKHYJI OT ceOsl yIpaBJIsiio-
IIEro ¥ TOT, HE YCTOsIB HA HOT'aX, IJIIOXHYJICS HA 3a/IHUILY.

— Jla mbl Bac Hauaem! A otnpasiio Bac Bcex Ha BUCENHUIly! —
BEpeIa TOT, OpbI3rasi CIIIOHOM.

— bobwu, 3aBskU PThI 3TUM JIBOMM, HUYETO TMOJIE3HOTO MBI OT
HUX He yCIbllaii, — Polic MaxHyJ1 pyKOW B CTOPOHY T'OCTeil, — 1
po Kyuepa He 3a0yp. X KpUKH, KOT/Ia MbI IPUCTYITIAM K TIBIT-
KaM, OyJeT cibllarh BCsl coce/iHsAs aepeBHs. Ilereil nepernyra-
I0T, @ OHO HaM HaJl0? — PbLKUUM HE CITyCKaJs B3IVIsJa C pe3KO Io-
OJIeHEBIINX MYKYMH U 3JI0 yXMbUTbHYJICA. Ero mmio nprobpe-
JI0 XunHbIY By, Y nake s nOHUMasia HACKOJIBKO OH MOXET OBITh
OIAaCHBIM.

HeBbicokmil TapeHb ¢ KalllTaHOBBIMU BOJIOCAMU MOAOEKa K
YIPABISAIOLUIUM Y MOJ] HAIIMMU B3IJIs1JaMU CBSI3aJ1 UM PYKHU U 3a-
BsA3aJ1 PTHL. Te e NOHMMAaJIM B KaKOI CUTyallM1 OKa3aJIuCh U He



criemi conpotuBiAThes. Korma boou 3akonum, Poiic momo-
HIEN K TUIEHHUKAM, KOTOpbIe TeNephb CUIEIN CBSI3aHHBIE CITMHA-
MU JIPYT K JIPYTY, U TIPUCEN HA KOPTOUKH PSIIOM.

— A Ternepb MOroBOpUM ! — XUTPBIT KOMIOUUIA B3IJIsA] Ope3riiu-
BO ITPOIIENCS 110 JiniaM 1 Po¥ic yBepeHHO OTYeKaHWI:

— MHe KaxeTcsi, BBl HEMHOTO OOHArJIeNN, ¥ HaJl0 ObI TIPUKO-
narh Bac IJe-TO B 9TOM JIeCy, BCeM ObLJIO Obl OT TOTO TOJIBKO
Jierde, Tak Bellb? — OH BOIMPOCUTEIBHO MOTHST OPOBH, a CBSA3AH-
Hbl€ MYKYMHBI OTUYASIHHO 3aMOTaJIA FOJIOBAMH.

— He cornacupt? CtpanHo. .. — Poiic moTép pprkyio 6opony u
OTBEN B3MIsA, OyATO ObI 3aAyMaBIIUCh. [I0TOM pe3Ko MoaCKOUrIT
Y KUBHYJI CBOMM peOsiTam:

— JlaBaiite, MyKHMKH, ienaeM paOdOTy U MOIILIA IOMOMA, TO3/IHO
yKke!

Pa300MHUKY MOIXOAUIIN OMIKE, U C KaKIbIM UX IIarOM JIMLIA
YIPaBJISAIIIMX CTAHOBWINCH Bce OnenHee. [1oT rpagoM crekan
10 BUCKaM U BITUTHIBAJICS B TIOBSI3KM HA MX pTax. B rma3zax oe-
CTeJ1 HACTOSIIIIUM CTpax U MPOIIAHUE C KU3HBIO !

Sl oxHyna, BUJETh YOUICTBO, MyCTh JAake He COBCEM YECTHBIX
nofiel, s1 He xoTena. OOepHyBIIUCH K AJIMKe, s TIOTSHYJIA ee 3a
pYKaB:

— OHn uxX yObIOT? — MaHWKA B MOMX CJIOBax ObLIA CIMIIIKOM
CJIBIIITHA, U JIEBYIITKA, MSATKO OTIIETIMB MOU MAaJIbIBl OT CBOEH py-
KU, IIEITOTOM OTBETHIA:

— Amejiea, yCIIOKOICS, MbI He yOuBaem Jmoniei. Y He Hacuity-
€M, $1 e TOBOPHJIA, Thl YeM ciryIasna?



— Ho kak xe...

— Poiic moOuT ycrpauBaTh NMpeNOCTaBICHUS, TOBOPUT, TO-
JpyroMy He ymeeT, CKydHo! MBI TOJIBKO MPOYyYHMM HArJeroB,
9YTOOBI OBUIO HEMOBAIHO OOIMPATh JIONEH ! — TyKaBO MOCMOTPEB
Ha MeHsl, a 3aTeM Ha [[op/aska, OHa yCMeXHYJIach IOCIEAHEMY U
TOT OTBETHMJI €1 HAMTPSKEHHOW YITBIOKOM.

— XoTb MBI He yOUBaeM, HO BOPOBaTh YMeeM, OCOOEHHO y Ta-
KHX, KaK 3TH JIBoe! — ¢ HACMEeNIKO! 100aBUIa JeBYIIKA.

Tem BpeMeHeM pa30OWHHMKU JAEWCTBUTEIHHO BHIBEPHYJIU BCe
KapMaHbl 1 OOBICKJTH SKUIAK.

— A BOT 1 HarpaOJieHHOe 3a MecsIl! DTO MBI yIauHO Bac BCTpe-
TWJIU, KaK 3HAJIM, YTO UIMEHHO CErofiHsl Bbl Oy/ieTe BO3BPAIAThCS
¢ mobopamu 3a Mecsl! — BoOu paccMestics M OCTaIbHbIE TIOJI-
xBatuin. VX Becesbe SIBHO YKa3bIBAJIO HA TO, UTO 3TA BCTpeva
Ha JIOpore He ClIyJaiiHa.

MBI OCTaBUIIM CBSAA3AaHHBIX MYKUMH JIEXKATh HA JOPOIe, a CaMU
OTITPABWJIMCH B OJMKadIIyIo nepeBHio. Ham He 0ObsICHUIH, UTO
JieNaTh U 3a4eM Mbl ¢ JIKOpKeM UM HYXHBbI, HO s1 Jaske He ycrena
00 3TOM 3a/lyMaThCsl, Kak Mopomen Polic 1 ¢ TOBOJILHON YITbIO-
KO CBITOrO KOTa MPUOOHSLT MEHsI 3a TAIHIO:

— A TBI MOJIOJIEI], MAJIBIIIIKA, HE TyMaJl, YTO TaK OBICTPO COpH-
eHTUpyelbcs!

§1 yOpana ero pyky u 3710 3bIpKHYJIa Ha HEro:

— 41 u He cobupanach Bam nomorats! I xorena cnactu Tex
JKEHIIWH, TIOKa UX He nepeexanu!

— Kak 6b1 TO HU OBUITO, THI TENeph ¢ HaMu 3a04HO! VI MHE 3TO



HpaBuTcs! — poTsiHy Poiic, HO OoJIbIle He TbITaICsS MeHs 00-
HATb.

MBbl1 oty A0 AepeBHU, KOrJa CTosiIa IyOOKast HOub, HO, K
MOEMY YAMBJIEHUIO, JIIO[I1, BCTPETUBIINE HAC, HE CTAJIA KpUYaTh
Ha BCIO OKpYTY, yOerasi B cTpaxe, HA000pOT — 10OpokKeIaTebHO
N03/I0POBAJIUChH U, MOKAaB PYKH, IOBEJIM HAC MO IOMaM.

ManeHbKre XUKUHBI HE MOIJIM BMECTUTh B cebe BCIO Hallly
OpaBy, [MO3TOMY pacceuii Hac no Tpoe. C HaMKu Halpocuach
AJMKa, ¥ s yXe He 3HaJa YTO efl HY)KHO OOJIbIlie, POCIIEANTh,
YTOOBI MBI HE COeXaIM WM BCE XKe /IO B JJMYHOU CUMITATUN
U cyns no B3risaay [opaka Ha pelKEBOIOCYI0 MAJIEHBKYIO JIU-
CUUKY, CUMIIATHsI OblIa B3AMHOM.

Hac npuiotuna noxuiias cemeiHas rnapa, Koropyo AJIMKa Xo-
poro 3Hana. [To3nopoBaBiIKCh, Mbl IPEACTABUINCH U 3aIUU B
aom. Tam, 6e3 TUIITHUX TPEAUCIOBUIA, HAC YCAUIIN €CTh, U MOKA
MBI YIUIETAIU HEMEepeJaBaeéMoO BKYCHYIO Kallly ¢ MSICHOU MOJIH-
BOU, HAYAJIMCh PACCIIPOCHI.

— Auuka, Hy Kak ynoB? Berperinm nx ? — 60poaaThiii My KId-
Ha C CeAbIMU BOJIOCAMHU YCTAJIO OTKUHYJICS HA CIIMHKY CTYJa.

— A Kax ke, BOH Hallli HOBbI€ TOCTU ¥ MTOMOIJI OCTAaHOBUTh
YepToB KUMax! — AJMKa KMBHYJIA B HAllly CTOPOHY, — Hecnucp
TaK, Kak Oy/ATO 3HAIM, YTO MX KAYT U CTAPAJIMCh TEepPeceub JieC
Kak MokHO ObicTpee! Uyt MoHy ¢ Bpurranu He conmm! — Anu-
Ka Herojyoiie (bpIpKHYJIa, CMOPIIUB HOCHK, U CTaja eme 00b-
111€ MTOXO0’Ka Ha JIUCY.

— Ax, Bor xe Hemomu! Keratn, o rocrsax! Kro takue Oyne-



te? Kakumu cynpOamul B HalUX Kpasx? — CTApUK YCTABUICS
Ha HAaC, a 5 4yTh HE MOJABUJIACh OT TAKOrO MPUCTAJIBHOTO BHU-
Manus. [snyna Ha [Ixopmka, HO TOT, He oOpallasi BHUMaHUs,
MPAKTUYECKM BBLIM3bIBAJ Tapeliky. boxke, BUAHO XOpoIlIo, YTO
OH PONWJICS y OOTaThIX POOUTENEH, Ipyrre He MPOKOPMUIIA OB
Sl ymeIOHYMach, ¢ HEKHOCTBIO Pa3IJIsi/IbIBast IPyra, a MOTOM OT-
BETHUJIA!

— Ml uaém Bo aBopent! XoTeny nocMOTpeTh CBOMMU IJ1a3aMu
Ha OTHEHHOT'0 KOposist! ['0BOPAT, 4TO OH IMPOCHYJICH, CJIbILIAIN?

— A Kak ke, CIBIIIAJIY, CIBIIAIH... — CTAPUK MOTEP CEAYIO
060poy U B3IJISIL €r0 PACCEsIICS:

— [TomHIO, MHE eI MO# Jie[lylIKa paccKas3bIBall, YTO ObLI Ta-
KO KOpOJIb, KOTOPBIM Biajea Marueil ordsi! OH MOr BbI3BaTh
Y3 BO3/lyXa OTHEHHBIM IIAp WIX K€ MOIkeuyb BClo aepeBH0. Ho
OH HUKOIJIa HUKOMY HE BPEJWI, IIyCKaJl CBOK SHEPIUIO BCETna
TOJIBKO B MHUpHOe pyciio. OueHb Myapbiid Obu1 KOpodib. [IpaBaa
HE OCTaBWJI HACJIEIHUKOB, U MO3TOMY, KOIJla IPUIIUIA Bparu, a
NPOKJISITUE YCHIMUIIO KOPOJIs Ha JOOPYIO COTHIO JIET, TO B KOPO-
JIeBCTBE OOJIbIIIE HE OCTAJIOCh OTHEHHBIX MaroB. TONBKO ajIbHUE
POZICTBEHHMKH, Yy KOTOPBIX U3 Marvu TOJbKO KPYMHMIIbl, HE CIIO-
COOHBIE U CEHO B KapKWid JIEHb MOKEUb. .. — CTAPUK BEPHYJICS
13 BOCIIOMUHAHMK U c(pokycrupoBai B3MIAL Ha MHe. He 3Hato,
YTO OH TaM XOTEJ PaCCMOTPETh, HO OTBJIEKJIA HAC KEHA CTApUKA:

— A c Halen JepeBHU TOXE HECKOJBbKO MOJIOABIX JEBYIIEK
YIIUTA TIOCMOTPETh HA OCOOEHHOTO KOPOJIsi! — BCTaBUJIa CBOM Ta-
Py CJIOB XO35IMKa M XUTPO NMOAMUIHYJa MHE. Sl moKpacHena 10



KOHUMKOB Yy1uei. Heyxenu oHu JyMaloT, 4To U 51 U3 TeX OXOTHHULL
3a TUTynoM u 6orarcteom? Jla, st momoowia Kupo, korma oH Ot
YyJOBUILEM U U3 OOraTcTBa y Hero ObLjIo JIMIIb 30710TO€e cepatie!

[TpokalIABIINACE, A NOAHSAJIACH U, I0KEJIAB BCEM CIIOKOMHOM
HOYH, yIIlJIa B KOMHaTy. CIMIIKOM MHOTO BIEYATJIEHUI 32 CEro-
aust. Hago 6010 oTnoxayTh. Teno ayBcTBOBaIO ceOsi BBIKATHIM
Kak JIMMOH. A ayma TpeboBasia cHa. Ilo3xke mpucoearHuImch
JIxopnk u AnvKa, ¥, He BKJIIOYasi CBET, JIEIVIM HA CBOM KPOBAaTH.
Sl 3acHyJ1a, KaK TOJIBKO 3aKpblla I71a3a, CKBO3b COH CJIbIIIA NIEpe-
HIenThIBaHue apy3en. Kaxkercs, OHM CHOBA PyrayvCh. ..

[To yTpy, Kak TOJNBKO Sl OTKpbLIa IJla3a, TO yBUJENA, UYTO
JIKOpIK JIEKUT HE Ha CBOEH, a Ha COCeJHE KpoBaTH U OOHMMa-
eT Anmky Bo cHe. Uto g nponyctuia?

Pe3ko ceB, A Mpokaluisgack U OT 3TOrO 3BYKa JEBYIIKA
npocHynacb. COHHO OTKpbIB I7Ia3a, OHA CHayajla XoreJja repe-
BEPHYTbCS Ha APYroil OOK U MPOAOKUTH CHaTh, HO, OLYTUB Ha
ceOe uyKre pyKH, BCKPUKHYJIA U BCKOYMIIA.

— Tel uTO TYT Henaemb? — nponUuIaia JEBYIIKA C YKOPOM,
tosikasi Jxopaxka. TOT mpOCHYJICS ¥ He cpasy MOHSLI, YTO OH HEro
xorar. Ho, paccmoTpeB Hamm ¢ AJIMKOW JIMLIA, NOAOPBAJICA U
OIJISAHYJICH:

— A7 IIpocto cnai... 5 310... — OH HE 3HaJ, YTO CKa3arh, a
S pellnsia He MelIaTh UM BBISICHATDH CIIYYMBLIEECA Y BBIILIA HA
KYXHIO.

X03s1MKa TOTOBUJIA Ha TUIUTE 6JII/IHI>I, U B KOMHATe CTOAJ 9y-
,HCCHLIfI 3al1ax JXape€Horo TeCra U TeIjioro OJIMBKOBOIo Macia.



— Bol yike ipocHysmch? A rie pedsita? — ObICTPO OKUHYB MEHS
B3[JISIIOM, OHA BEPHYJIACh K TOTOBKE.

— Tak, 310... OHHU ceituac npugyT. BHISCHAT KOE-4TO TOJb-
KO. .. — PaCTepsBIIIUCH, s HE CTaJa TPOJOIKATh, HO KEHIIMHA KaK
Oy/ITO AOTa/IaNnach, YTO STH ABOE MOTYT BBISICHSTb.

— Ox, mosopocts. Hamra Anvka HY Ha KOTO €IlE Tak HE CMOT-
pefia, Kak Ha TBOEro Apyra. 9T0 Mbl C MYXeM Cpa3y NIPUMETHIIH.
Haneioch, s Te0s1 He obuaena? He moxoxe, 4ToObl MEka1y BaMu
C TBOMM CIYTHUKOM OBUIM KaKHE-TO OTHOIICHUSI.

— Her-Her, 4to BbI, MbI ¢ [IKOpAXKEM IPOCTO IPY3bA.

— Bor u npekpacHo! CtpaHHO ObIIO 661 OpaTh CBOETO JIIOOU-
MOTO B JOpPOTY, YTOOBI MOCMOTPETh Ha KOpOJs, Mpapia xe? —
JKEHINMHA YCMEXHYJIach U TiepeBepHyJia OJINH, a 5 TOJIbKO MOJT4Ya
KUBHYJIA.

Cnycrsl mosyaca, Korja sl IpUCTyIuia K 3aBTPaky, KO MHE
npucoeauHwuch Anuka u Ixxopmax. Cenu OHUA IO pa3HbIM CTO-
pPOHaM CTOJa, KaK MOKHO JIJIbIIE IPYT OT APYTa, U 37I00HO 3bIpP-
KaJI1 10 CTOPOHaM. I ycMexHynach, HO MOJT4a IPOJOJIKUIIA €CTb.

— Ameniea, Poric, KOHEYHO, HE CKaXET, YTO BBl CBOOOIHEI, HO
910 Tak! BUHO, YTO Thl €My NMPUIJISHYNAChH, /14 TOJBKO 3a/ep-
KUBaTh BaC Mbl HE UMeeM TpaBa. MoxeTe OcTaBaThCsl WK UI-
TH CEerofHs ke cBoe noporoi. [IpaBna MHe OyneTr oueHb Kajb
NPOIIATHCS C TOOOM, — OHA IIOCMOTpEIa Ha MeHsI C KaKOR-TO Ipy-
CTbl0. BuiHO OBUIO TOT caMblil B3MJISA, UTO s BHUJEIA KaKIblid
JIeHb B 3epKaJie: B3MJIsl offluHOYeCTBa. [[eByIlKe sIBHO He XBara-
710 ioapyru. OHO U MOHSITHO, O/IHA CPEIU MYKUKH. . .



Tyt ee B3 ynan Ha Jxopazxka, 1 OHa, 3a1paB HOC, PaBHO-
JYITHO MPOIOJIKUIA:

— Tol MOXemb yxoauTh O0e3 npomanus! Povic He Oynet mpo-
TUB! — BCEM CBOMM BHJIOM JIEBYIIIKA MOKA3bIBAJIA, UTO HE TOJILKO
Poiic Oyner He npoTuB. OX, YTO e MEXAYy HUMU CTPSICIOCh. . .

— 41 mogymarto, Anmka! Criacu6o TeOe 3a MOAJIEPKKY U TOCTe-
MPUUMCTBO. [lymaio, Mbl MOKEM [MOUTH BMECTE, ECJIA HAM IO TTy-
TH.

— M&iI TOXE UAEM Ha CEBEp, HO B KOPOJIEBCTBO HE MOWEM, TaM
HaM JieJlaTh Heuero!

— Torpga pemeHo! Mui ¢ Bamu! Jla, [Ixxopnxk? — s BOmpocu-
TEJILHO B3IJIsSIHYJIa HA JIpyra, a TOT (PbIPKHY:

— Kak pammbl nmoxxenaior!

OH BBICKOYMJT U3-32 CTOJIA U BBIILIEN Ha YJUILY. AJIMKA TOJBKO
roxarsa rjiedyamu, IeCKaTh, yCTh YXOIUT.

Lenblid geHb Mbl OpOOWIIM TIO JEepeBHE, 3HAKOMUJIMCH C
JIIOJbMH, TOBOPUJIM. ¢ TIBITAIaCh y3HATh O KOPOJiE, HO HUKTO He
MoOr MHe 1ToMo4b. O[IHA KEHIIMHA CKa3aJjia, 4YTo Korga Obljia MO-
JIOZION, TO TIOMHUT, YTO B KOPOJIEBCTBE ObUI CTPAIIIHBIN MOXKap,
B KOTOPOM TOTUO KOPOJIb C CEMbEH, HO UTO TaM TOYHO IMPOU30-
111710, OHA HE TIOMHHT.

K Beuepy mMbI cobpauch y orymniku u Poiic ortacui rians Ha
HOYb. BUIHO OBUIO, YTO OH 0OpaIOBAJICS HAILIEMY PEIICHUIO W1
TH BMECTe, HO BUJ1a He nojiajl. Ml BCkope Mbl OTIPaBUTUCH B Iy Th,
9TOOBI CHOBA CTOJIKHYTHCSI C OMACHOCTSIMU U TIPUKJTIOYESHUSIMH.



I'naBa 5

JIKOopIK M AJMKa IO Iy TH He pa3roBapyBaJIi M BOOOILE BEJIU
ce0s1 OBOJIbHO cTpaHHo. U 3aMeTnia 310 He 51 ofiHa.

— Cectpa, ThI Yero ceropHs Takas 37as? Heyxenu rocts oou-
nen? — Polic kuHyJ npepocTeperamimyn B3 Ha Jxopaxka, —
ThI TOJILKO CKaXH, U Mbl OBICTPO MONPABUM CUTYALHUIO!

— He nHyxHO Huvero nompasisth, Polic! — HepBHO mMoBena
riedamMu AJTHKa, — MOC/Ie TBOUX MOMPABOK OOBIYHO CTAHOBUTCS
TOJIKO XYyXKe!

4 xuxukHyna, a Poiic HemoHMMAaroILe yCTaBUIICA Ha JEBYIIKY:

— 910 KOraa rakoe ObU1o?

— 3a0bU1, KaK Thl PEIIWJI CBECTH MEHSI CO CBOMM JIpyrom? —
THEBHO NpUUIlypuachk AJIMKa, — s IOTOM HECKOJIBKO MECSLEB
B3/[[parvBaja BO CHE, lyMajla OH BEPHYJICS M XOUET CBECTH MEHSA
¢ yma!

— Jla ckombKO ThI OyfIelTs BCIIOMUHATH MHE TOT cimydaii? Hy,
ommOcs, ¢ keM He ObiBaeT? KTo ) 3Has1, 4TO OH Takoil HaBsI3UYM-
BbI? — PoViC yXMBUIBHYJICSA, — 3aTO £ K€ U UCIIPABWJI CUTYALIUIO,
HE Tak Ji?

— IIpuBsA3aB ero rosoro K gepeBy? — mia3a JIE€BYIIKH BCIIbIX-
HYJIY, a MBI ¢ JIKOPIKEM YK€ OTKPOBEHHO XOXOTAJIH.

— A Hedero K Moey cecTpe HOublo B KpoBaTh poOrparhcs!

AJvKa B3IOXHYJIAa M OTBepHYIachk. Jleckatp, 4to Tede, OCTOo-
jony, nokassiBath. M Tyt JIXXOpmk BHEpBHIE 3a BEYep HapyILIUII



MOJTYaHHE ¥ 0OPaTUIICS K JAEBYIIKE:

— Tt ObUIA IPOTUB ITOTO BU3UTA?

AJiKa HeoBEpYMBO B3IJISTHY/Ia Ha HETo, He Bepsi, 4TO OH 00-
paiaercs K Hel, a IOTOM IOKaB IJIe4aMy CKa3aa:

— He Gosee yem Oblyia IPOTUB TBOETO BU3UTA!

JIKOPIK yXMBUIBHYJICS, a POWC MHOrO3HA4MTENIBHO MOJIYa
MOCMOTpEJT Ha CECTPY.

— Tonbko nornpoOyii! — Anmka cmepuiia Poiica yHMUnkKUTE -
HBIM B3IJISIIOM, @ TOT TIOTHSIT PyKH B IPUMUPUTETIBHOM XKECTE:

— A g4t0? { — HUYero! — BeINaIMI My>KYMHA U MOLIEJT BIIEPE,
MIPUCOETUHSISICh K IPYTUM.

JIKopax Bce MPOAOJIKal CMOTPETh HAa AJIMKY C HECKpbIBae-
MBIM MHTEPECOM, a 51 MOJT4a HaOJojiana, Kak Ta KpacHeeT, HO
crapaercsl He 1oAaBaTh BUAA.

— Kakue y Hac maHpl Ha CErOAHSIIHIO HOYb? — CIIPOCUJIA,
9YTOOBI pa30aBUTh HEJIOBKOE MOJIYAHUE.

Anrka 06panoBaach, 4TO s OTBJIEKJIA €€ OT HeJIOBKUX MbIC-
JIEW Y OTBETHJIA!

— Ecnu BeTpeTum Koro-To 60raroro — orpabuM, mpocThiX pe-
OsT MbI He Tporaem. Mbl BIOMpaeM Bcer/ia JIIOAHbIE TOPOTH, Tak
YTO YJIOB Y HAC MPAKTHUECKU KAKAYIO0 HOYb.

— U Te6e HU pa3y He ObUIO COBECTHO? — HETOBEPUUBO MIPOTSI-
HYyJIa 5.

— Ilo Havany, npu3HaThCsi, ObUIO, HO MOTOM. .. [ToTOM 51 yBU-
Jefa, KeM B JICUCTBUTEIbHOCTH SIBJISIIOTCS Te JIIOAU, TIO CYTH Ta-
KAMHU K€ TpaOHTeNs MU, U Y MEHs OTJIErNIoO OT cepata. Terneps



sl yBEpeHa, YTO Mbl BCE JIeIaéM IMPABUJIbHO, — JIEBYIIKA YIIbIO-
HYJIaCh ¥ JIETOHBKO TOJIKHYJIA MEHS IIJIeYOM, — TeM OoJiee y Hac
JEUCTBUTEIIHHO Beceno. [la 1 My KYMH MHOTO, MOXET KTO U TeOe
MIPUTJISTHETCSL.

A ckoHyxeHHO BIPKHYIA, HO MpoMoyaa. A BoT [[xxopmx
pELIWI He JeNaTh U3 MOUX YYyBCTB TaliHY, U BbIJAJT BCE KaK Ha
AYyXy:

— OHa yxe BioOneHa! Mpl m03TOMy ¥ OTHPABUIIUCDH B Iy Th!

— Tak BbI ke ujeTe NOCMOTPETh Ha KOPOJIsA? — HEMOHUMAIO-
1€ yCTaBWJIaCh HA MEHs AJIMKa, HO IOTOM B 3€JIEHBIX [Ia3ax 3a-
KIJIOCh TOHMMAaHUE, U OHa MEJIEHHO MPOTSAHYJA, — MIOCTOM, Th
K HE XOYelllb CKa3aTh, YTO BII0OJIEHa B KOPOJIsi? — NeBYIIKA 3a-
CMeslIach, MOCYUTAB aOCYPIIHOM CBOIO JIOTA/IKY, HO MBI C IPyrOM
OCTaJIMCh CEPbE3HBIMH.

— 3HauuT 4 npasa... boxe, AMenea, a Thl HE Takasi pocCTas,
KaK MOIJIO TIOKA3aTbCsl BHAYaJIe.

SI XMBIKHYJIa, ¥ MBI TIOLILTA MOJTYa Beyte 3a Poricom u peds-
TaMH, CJyIlasi HOYHbIX NTHUI] ¥ 3BYK HAIIMX I1aroB.

Jlopora OblIa CIIOKOWMHAsA, ¥ TOJIBKO JKEJTas JIyHa TOJHUMA-
Jlach BCe BBIIIE, NYTasACh B BepXyLIKax JaepeBbeB. [ ne-1o Baa-
JIeKe 3ayXaja COBa, IPOMKO MM CBEPUKM U IIymen Jjec. MHe
HPaBWJIOCh 3TO MOJIYAJIMBOE CITIOKOWCTBUE. MyKUMHBI BIIEpEIU
HEr'POMKO NEPEroBapUBaIUCh,  Mbl ¢ AJIMKOU U [[KOp/IKeM 1LUT!
MOJT4a, TyMasi Kaablii 0 cBoeM. S1 yciipliasa TOMoT KOIBIT YyTh
paHbllle, YeM OCTaJIbHbIe, ¥, OOEPHYBIIHICH HA 3BYK, MIOUyBCTBO-
BaJIa, KaK AJIMKA TSAHET MEHS C JOPOTU:



—IIpsiubcs! Crkopee! U Tb1, [Ixoprxk, He CTOM, OTKPBIBIIU POT!
3a mHoM!

OHa noTsiHYy/a HacC K JEPEeBbSIM U Mbl, CIIPATABIIUCH, YCTa-
BUJIMCh B TEMHOTY, IBITASACh Pa3MIseTh, KTO ke ener. Huue-
ro He ObUIO BUJIHO, U, €CJIM YECTHO, C TPYJOM IPECTaBIsIIOCh,
KaK pa30OMHUKYU MOTYT OCTAHOBUTH IKHIIAK, KOTOPBIH, CY/Is TIO
OBICTPOMY TOMOTY KOIBIT, MYaJICsl BOBCIO. M TyT s yBUena ot-
BET HA CBOM BONPOC, ITPOU3OIILIO HEBEPOSTHOE, OTKYJa-TO CBEP-
Xy MoJieTena cTpesia ¢ ropsiliiiM HAKOHEUHMKOM U BOH3WJIACh B
KapeTy. Ta BMHT BCIBIXHYJIA, U Ky4ep MOMNBITAICS OCTAHOBUTH
KOHel. VI3 kapeThl MOCIIbIIACs KeHCKUU BU3T, a U3 OKOIIKA MO-
Ka3aJ1ach roJioBa C MbIITHON MPUYECKOM:

— OcranoBu koHed, ocroson! Tel YTO HE BUAMIIB, YTO MBI
ropum? YUro mpoucxoqur? — Kpuyasa JeBYIIKa, BHIOUPAsCh U3
ObICTpO OOroparoieii KapeTsl. 3a HEl CeMEeHWJa WCITyraHHast
CITyKaHKA.

— Mucc, BBl Obl HE BBIXOAWJIM U3 KAPEThl, 3TO CKOpPee BCETO
Pa30OMHUKH. .. — TTOTIBITAJICSI OCTAHOBUTH €€ Kyuep, HO Ta 3aBU3-
’aJila My1ie MpeKHEro:

— W 4t0, TH MHE nIpe/iaraenib cropethb B 1ol Kopooke? ['oc-
TMOJIM, KAK 51 B TAKOM BHU/IE OKAXKYCh KOPOJIIO? ITO BCE Thl BUHO-
Bar! [Ipuenem — npukaxy TeOst BbiceUb!

W3 temHOTHI BB Po¥ic u pebsTa, v ieByIlKa ObICTPO 3a-
XJIOTIHYJIa POT, YCTAaBUBIINCh HA HUX UCIYTaHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Koro 1yt Takasi mpekpacHas jieiu codpaiach Bbiceub? — ¢
YXMBUIKOU cripocu Poric.



JeBy1ika nooseaHena, 3To ObLI0 BUJHO AaXe MPH CBETe JIy-
Hbl. CiTy)kaHKa TYT e XJIOMHY/Iach B 0OMOPOK, HO Ha Hee HUKTO
He oOparw1 BHUMaHus1. [TyTHHIIA 3aMKAOIIUMCSI TOJIOCOM CITPO-
cua:

— Y-4r0 BBl XOTUTE? ¥V MEHA HUYETO HET!

— A 3TO CMOTPS € KaKOM CTOPOHBI IIOCMOTPETh, — MYy KUMHA
NOZIOIEN OMMIKe, MEJUIEHHO pasisjibiBasi €€ C HOT JI0 TOJIOBBI.
Barsag onycruics Ha rpyab AeBYLIKU U Poiic XMBIKHYIT:

— W npaBna, Hudero Het! — 3ayM4nBO rovyecas oH 0opojay, —
YTO %K, TOrJIa BBIBOPAYMBAN KapMaHbI !

— Ja xaxk Tol... Jla Kak cmeels? — MpoIbIXTea AeBylKa. Ei
Obl B TIOPY Pa/IOBaThCsl, YTO TaKoW, Kak Polic He oOparui Ha ee
JKEHCKHUE MPEIeCT HUKAKOrO BHUMAaHUS, HO OHA, KaKeTcsl, ro-
TOBa ObLIA IPSIMO Ceivac JIOKa3bIBaTh, UYTO JIOCTOMHA. MHe 1axe
NIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO pyKa €€ MOTAHYJach K KOPCaxy, HO JIEBYIIKA
ObICTPO OMOMHUJIACh. [71a3a Bce Tak ke CBEpPKaJIM HEHABUCTHIO
JIMKOW KOIIIKH, a Poiic OTKpoBeHHO 3a0aBJisiics..

— Hy-Hy, He kunsaTuce, kykonka! Iloegems k cBoeMy Kopoio,
KaK TOJIbKO BBUIOKHIIIb HAM BCE, YTO OJIECTUT.

HeBymika cTsiHyna ¢ ce0s1 Bce yKpalieHus: 1 KuHysa Poiicy.
ToT 6e3 crecHeHUsI PUHSUT UX, ¥ HIMPOKO YJIBIOHYIICS:

— U cayxanky npubepu 3a codoii! 3emis-To XoIoqHast, mpo-
crymurcs, moau. Kro x tebe Oyaer mpuyuecku it COOa3HeHUsT
KopoJis Aenarb? SIBHO He 3TOT, — MyKYMHA KMBHYJ Ha Kyde-
pa, — ero-To Thl BeICEYb COOpaJiach, a Mmocjae KHyTa TAra K Ipe-
KPaCHOMY YMEHBILIAETCS.



— Hopa, BcTaBaii! — AeBYIIKA MOTSHYJA 32 PYKY MaJeHbKYIO
TOJICTYIIKY, ¥ Ta HEXOTS OTKPbLIA IJ1a3a.

[Toka onu mpuxoauiu B ce0s1, Poic monoxusn qo0bIToe B Kap-
MaH 1 MaxHyJl HaM:

— 3a MHou!

MBbI OTIPaBUIIKCH B Ty Th, TPOMKO 00CY/1ast TIPOU3OIIIE/IIee.
Anmka oTuMThIBaa O6para 3a TO, UTO TOT OMATH YCTPOWJI MPeJ-
CTaBJICHHE, HO MY’KUMHA JIUIIb YCMEXaJICs U MoJall. A 4 3a1y-
MaJsach O TOM, 4TO CKa3asa AeBylika. OHa elleT K KOPOoJIo U 3TO
HE JJaBaJi0 MHE MOKOsi. A BAPYT 310 ero HeBecta? Mnm onHa u3
TeX, KTO METUT Ha MECTO KOpoJeBbl. Eciiu 3TO Tak, TO y MeHs
HET HUKAKUX IIaHCOB.

JIKOPIUK yBUJIENT MOIO TPYCTh U MOATOJIKHYJI TIEYOM:

— Tt yero npuynsuia? Jlymaems 0 TOM, YTO OHA Halpasis-
Jlach Ty/Aa ke, KyJla U Mbl?

4 ynuBUiIack €ro NpOHMULATEIbHOCTH:

— Ia... moxer Bce 310 miynas uaesa? OH MeHs Jaxe CIIylaTh
He 3axoueT! Ha uto 51 Hazeroch? — pa3nocagjoBaHo MHYIMA s Tpuo.

JIxopak pe3ko OCTAHOBWJICS U MOTSIHYJI MEHS 32 PYKY:

— Croii, Amenea! Thl 3ps ce0s HakpyumBaenb! Hukakue mo-
OPSIKYIIIKY U TJ1aThsl HE IOMOTYT MeTrepe BBIIJISIIETh Jake UyTOU-
Ky npusJiiekarenbHee! Ipyroe geno — tei! [laxke B 310U ofexne
YMYJpSIeIIbCS BRITTISAAETh Kak Koposiea! [Touemy Tl HE BUIUIIID,
Kak Ha TeOs pearnpylor myxunHbl? U 3Haems, eciu OH neii-
CTBUTEJILHO TeOs1 JIIOOWII, TO He MOT' COBCeM 3a0bITh. [la, ymom
MOT, HO CEpJLE AOJIKHO MOMHUT. . .



[TapeHb MPOU3HEC NMBUIKYIO peub U yIIes BOEpPe/l, a s 3aCThlIa,
oTkpbiBIIM poT. Heyxenn [Ixopnx Takon mynpeii? A neucrsu-
TEJILHO TOJIBKO ceryac MOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero no-apyromy. OH no-
B3pocJeil. U B 3Tol KpacuBOM roJIoBe, KpPOME MBICIIEN O JEBUYOH-
Kax, BOJSTCS U APYTUE PA3MBIITUICHUS], CIOCOOHBIE YVBIISATS.

K yTpy mMbI mprOBUIM B KaKyI0-TO IEPEBHIO U, yCTaJIble, 3aBa-
JIMJIMCh CHaTh B JTI0OE3HO MpeAocTaBieHHOM nqome. C HaMu CHO-
Ba HouyeBaia Aimka. Kaxercs, Hallla KOMIIaHUSI U3 TPEX YeJlo-
BEK YK€ CTaJla MPUBbIYHOM HE TOJIBKO AJ1s1 MeHsl. 1 xoTb [Ixxopmxk
OoJTbIlIE HE TIPOCHITIAJICS B KPOBATH Y JIEBYIIIKH, HO HE 3aMETUTh
WCKPBI, JIETAIIUE MEK1y HUMU, ObLIIO HEBO3MOKHO.

MBb1 Bce Tak ke cinenoBanu 3a Poiicom u pedstamu, momorast
UM B ux jeje. Heckonmbko Henenb i ¢ pa300iMHUKaMU K 3aM-
Ky Koposisd. HoueBasiv B AepeBHsIX, Ije MHOTHE OYEHb XOPOILIO
3HaM pedsaT. Oka3bIBaeTCs, T€ OUYEHb XOPOIIIO MOMOTaan HeOo-
raTbiM xuTessiM. Bee HarpaGneHHOe OHUM pa3iaBaiv UM B 0OMeH
Ha HOWIer U npuioT. Jloay momoousy ux, a Hac 3a0JIHO.

OpHasx/Ibl, B OIHY THXYIO HOUb, KOT/IA JIOPOTH ObLTH HEOObIU-
HO ITyCThI, @ MBI OCTAJICh Oe3 padoThl, Poiic mpeioku 3aH0-
4eBaTh MPSIMO B JIECY, YTOObI HE UJTH C TTYCTBIMU PyKaMU B Jie-
PEBHIO M HE TPATUTb BpeMsi. Bce IpyXHO cortacuiuch.

BribpaB HeOOJBINYI0 TONSHKY HEMOAANIeKy IOpPOTd, MBI C
AJIMKON yCeluch BOKPYT KOCTPA, Pa30kKKEHHOIO MYKUYMHAMU U
YCTaBUJIMCh HA OTOHb. APOC ITPUHEC NOICTPEIEHHYIO TYIIKY ITH-
16l ¥ TIAPY 3aiilIeB U, OBICTPO pa3JiesiaB MX, 3a)Kapui Ha KOCTpe.
Hpyrue My:K41HbI IEPErOBAPUBAIIUCH, TOTOBUJIA MECTA J1s1 HOY-



Jlera WM Iy TUJIM, PacCKa3bIBask CMeIHble ucTopur. Mbl pacce-
JIMCh Y KOCTpa U APYXKHO MPUHSUIUCH 32 YKuH. [1e-To Baaneke
3aprKkajia JIolIab, U BCe rojoca pe3ko CTUXJIM.

— V¥V Hac roctu! — AOBOJBHO YXMbUIbHYJICS Poiic, motupas
pyku. M MBI Bce pa3oM MOBCKaKMBAIU, YTOOBI 3aHSATH MeCTa B
YKpbITUAX. «BoT 11 "ynoB" noxanosai,» — nogymaia . [To npas-
JIe CKazaTb, s He 3Haj1a, 4eM M ¢ JIKopikeM ObUIH MOJIE3HBI pe-
OsiTam, HO XOTb HE MYTAJIUCh TMOJl HOTaMU U TO XOPOIIO. AJIMKa
OblIa TIpaBa, rOBOPsI HaM, YTO HAC HUKTO He JepKuT. Kakapiid
W3 HUX IIEHIWI CBOOOIY MPEBHIIIEe BCETO U MOT YWUTH B JIIOOOM
MOMeHT. Ho TakoW clla)XeHHOCTH B JEUCTBUAX S HE BUIEJA EIE
HUKOrAa. MHe KaxeTcs, Bce JIelo MMEHHO B Hel, B cBodoze! He
Oy/Ib KaK/Iblii U3 HUX BOJIEH B CBOEM BBIOOpPE, y HUX OBl HE T0-
JyYUIIOCh JOOUTHCS TAKOTO B3aMMOTIOHMMAaHUS1, KOTOPOE BUJHO
naxe 0e3 CIIOB.

TeM BpeMeHeM U3 TEMHOTBI BbIEXAJIU JJBA ITyTHUKA HA YePHBIX
nomaasx. Exanu onu He crnienia, Kak OyTO He 3HAJIM, YTO HOYBIO
B JIECY MOTYT OBITh pa30oiHUKY. Min ke 3HaIM, HO He OOSUTUCH.
TeMHBIC HAKMIKUA CKPBIBAIU OJICXKY, a TIIyOOKHE KAITIOIIOHBI —
mvna. Sl He Mora pasrisaeTh MyKUMH, HO YTO-TO HEYJOBUMO
3HAKOMOE MTPOCKAJIB3bIBAJIO B OCAHKE, Pa3BOPOTE TUIEY U rOIoce
OJTHOTO U3 Ty THUKOB.

Kak TOJNbKO MX JIOIIA ¥ MOPABHSIMCH C HAIUM YKPBITHEM,
Poiic BblIen 1 1a71 3HAK OCTaJIbHBIM. MBI TUIOTHBIM KOJIBLIOM 00-
CTYTWJIA HE3HAKOMIIEB, HO HUKAKOH MTAHUKY B ITOBEJICHUH TEX HE
3ametii. OHM 3aMOT9aNIH, Kak Oy/ATO MPOCTO HE TIOHSUTH KTO U



3a4eM MX OCTAHOBUJI, HO THIIIMHY pa3OwI1 3ByuHbIii rosoc Poiica:

— Kro takue?! Kyna nyts aepxure?

My>KUUHBI MOJTYAJIH, paccialieHHO CUISl HA TAKHUX XKe CIOo-
KOMHBIX JIOIIAISIX, HO TYT CJIyYHJIOCh TO, YETO 51 COBCEM HE OXKHU-
nana. O1MH U3 MyTHUKOB CKUHYJI KAMIOIIOH, U 5 3aMepiia B U3yM-
nennu. He moxer ObiTh! HampoTwB MeHsi, Topoo MpHUITOAHSIB
1o100POIOK, CUJEN TOT, KOTO 1 YK€ HUKOI/Ia He Ha/leslach YBU-
JeTh. 1o 661 Knpo.



I'naBa 6

VBuaes Kupo, s npepblBUCTO B3AOXHYJIAa M HA MUT 3aKMY-
putach. MBICIH MOHECIUCh BCKayb, OOTOHSIS AbIXaHKUE, a BPEMs
CJIOBHO 3aCThUIO B 3TOM MIHOBeHMHU. OTKpBIB I1a3a, 5 OKUIA-
Jla YBUJIETh IPYrOro MyXK4vHy, TyMaja, YTO MHE MOKa3ajaoch U
BUJIEHHE celvac yuzaeT, Ho HeT. Ha yepHOM BOPOHOM KOHE JIeH-
CTBUTEJIBHO BOCCEAAJ XMYPbIii cepbe3HbIi (paBH. beiBIMii (paBH.
Ceifyac OH BHIITISIZIEN HAYE U OfIET OBbLT MO-APYTOMY, YeM B Ha-
11y TOC/eIHIo BcTpeuy. Ha HeM, CJIOBHO BJMTOM, CHJIEN MyH-
JUP C 30JI0TBIMH ITyTOBULIAMH, KOTOpbIE MOOJIECKUBAIN B CBETE
JIyHBI, HIMPOKKE TJIEYH OapXaTHBIM ITOKPHIBAJIOM CKpbIBajia TEM-
HO-00p/IOBast HAKHUIKA.

Yro-TO B ero o6MKe HEYJIOBUMO M3MEHWJIOCh. BhipaxkeHue
IJ1a3 WM YBEPEHHOCTh nocaaku? Moxer B3raa? Takol BHU-
MarteJIbHbIA, KOMIOYUA 1 0OMaHUMBO CIIOKOMHBIN. Kupo kazasncs
MHe ceifyac TakuM JanékuM. Ho comHenmii ObITh HE MOITIO, 3TO
ObLI TOT, KOro $ Joduia 1o 6onu B cepate. MyxuuHa, He crie-
IIMBAsICh, OTSAHYI Ha ceOsl BOXKU, OCTAHOBUB JIOIIA/Ib, U CIO-
KOIHO CIPOCHUJT:

— B yem zeno? Ham HyHO MPOJOSIKUATH MyTh!

B rosoce ero 3Byyasna HenpuBblYHAs cTajib. M XOTh Ha HeM
He ObLIO cefiuac KOPOHBI, 51 KaK HUKOI/IA OILIYyIIajIa UCXOIAIIYIO
OT Hero BiacTe. Teneps 51 Bujena nepen codoit kopons. Ho kak
JpyTHE 3TOr0 HE 3aMETWIN?



— Tl'ocrioga, Mbl BUMM, Bbl NMPUNO3IHUIACH C MPOTYJIKOM!
Houb — Hame Bpems. OtnaBaite Bce HEHHOE U MOKETE ITPOAOII-
karb cBOM MyTh! — Polic CHOBa 3aBOJMJI CBOIO MECHIO C TIOKa3a-
TEeJBbHBIM BBICTyIUIeHHeM. EMy Hy)XHO ObLJIO ogaThest B Opofs-
qre apTHUCThI, a He B pa30oiHuKu. Cy/isi 0 BHIPAXEHUIO JIMIIA
AJIMKM, OHA TIOJTHOCTBIO Pa3Aesisiyia MOU MBICIIH.

—I'paburenn? — ckyyHo npotsHyi Kupo u mocMotpes Ha cBo-
€ro CIyTHUKA. TOT JIMIIIb PABHOAYIIHO MOXaJI ILUIEYaMHU.

— Hy uto0 %), 3abupaiite! — KOpoJIb KUHYJ UM KOIIIEJb C 30J10-
TOM U MPUIITIOPHII JIOIIA/Ib.

— Crostp!! — Poiic ObLT SIBHO paccep:kKeH TaKMM MpeHeOpeku-
TEJIbHBIM OTHOIIIEHUEM K €I0 TIEPCOHE.

— A MBI Bac He OTIycKaau! — OH BCTaJI NEPE] JIOMAIbl0, HE
JaBasl Mpoexarh.

— He Goutech kapbl kopossi? Bucenuiia — 310 He oueHb Mpu-
SITHO! — BKPAQUMBO MPOTAHY nonyTuuk Kupo.

— A 410 ero 0osAThCs, KOraa KOposisl TyT HeT! — yCMeXHYJICS
Poiic, u Knupo orsepkayni ero yXxMblIKy:

— HenctBurenbHO, HeT! Torga 4To Bbl XOTUTE?

Poiic yXMbUIbHYJICS, pa3MBIIILIsIs KaK Haka3aTh HArJeIoB, a
MHE TI0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO KOPOJIb ITPOCTO HaJl HAMH 3a0aBJISAETCS.

— Bsl ocTanerech 31€Ch, HAIIMMU [UICHHUKAMHU. S mo3xe pe-
11y, 4TO C BamH JieniaTh! — Bbiiasi Poiic u kKuBHYI cam cele.

Kupo deipkHyI, oTBepras 31 ciioBa. OH 00BeJ HaC HacMelll-
JIUBBIM B3MJISIIOM. S UyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH, CJIOBHO JIEB, CMOTPUT
Ha OpaBa/iy MbIITIed ¥ He YOUBAET, POCTO TIOTOMY, UTO CHITBIH.



— DT0, KOHEYHO, OYEHb 3aMAHUYMBOE MPEAJIOKEHHE. .. — IIPO-
Ty Kupo u ero B3mian gouien 10 MeHs. Myx4unHa BOPYT 3a-
Mep, BIJISI/IBIBASICh B MOM TJ1a3a, ¥ MPUITYPUIICS. YJIBIOHYBIIHICH
caMm ce0e, OH MOBEPHYJICS K JIPYyry:

— A 4o, Bepr, s Ob ocTasicsi! — XUTPO MOAMUTHYJT KOPOJIb
emy. TOT Jmib 3aKaThiI MJIa3a.

— 910 He npeayokeHue! — Beinai Poiic, 4yBCTBys, Kak ero
OISATh MPUHMKAIOT. M €10 ObUIO HE TOJNBKO B CJIOBAX U MOBEJE-
HUM MYKYMH, a B TOM, YTO OT HUX UCXOAMJIa MOIIIb U CHJIA, C KO-
TOPBIMH Pa300MHUKY HEBO3MOKHO OBLIO TSraTthcss. MBI Bce 3TO
YyBCTBOBAJIU.

Kupo cnpbirnysn ¢ jomaay v nogomen k Poiicy.

— 4l ocranych, a BOT ApYyry HEYero TyT JeaaThb, MyCThb €AeT!
TakoBo Moe ycnoBue!

— He Tebe nukTOBaTH MHE YCJIOBUS... — pa300WHUK YNEpPCs
B3[JISIIOM B KOPOJIS U, CIYCTS 1apy MITHOBEHWI MOJTYaHUS, Bbl-
JOXHYIIL:

— JlagHo, nycts enet! Ho Thl ocTtanembes!

Poiic kuBHyn1 bobwu:

— CBSIKU €ro U Tally K HaM.

Kupo 6ecnipekociioBHO aai cedst cBs3aTh. Ero apyr Toibko
XMBIKHYJI ¥, TIOKQ4aB TOJIOBOW, TIPUIIIIIOPHII JIOma k. Kak Toib-
KO OH CKPBUICSI B TEMHOTE HOYHOW JIOPOTU, Mbl HAIIPABUJIUCh K
KOCTDY.

Poiic cam Best KOpoJisi ¥ TIO TIPUXOAY MOATOJKHYJ €ro K KOCT-

py.



— Cazuck, MBI KaK pa3 yKUHATh COOPAITUCH.

Kupo cen pagoM co MHOM, HO HE YIOCTOWJI MEHS B3IISIOM.
CnoBHO £ mycToe MecTo.

— Jlaxxe mHe nocraHetrca? Tak MokeT, pa3BsikeTe pyKU WU
MHE €CTb JIOKTSIMH? — ITPOTSAHYJI HacMelMBo Kupo.

Poiic caMOCTOATENBHO CHSJI BEPEBKU C PYK U CBA3aJ1 BMECTO
HUX KOPOJIIO HOTH.

— Tak TbI nasIeKo He yOeKuIllb!

Koponb misiHyn Ha y371bl ¥ IOABUraJl HOCKaMU Carior.

— Hasepnoe, 1o npaB! — npomenran Kupo u, nonyuyus nop-
M0 Msica, Ope3rIMBO TIOMOPIIIMJICS:

— 910 4r0, Oenka?

4 xuxukHyna, BcromuHas cioBa Kupo, korma Tot Osu1 (has-
HOM, U KOPOJIb BIIEPBBIE YIOCTOUJ MEHS BHUMATEJIBbHBIM B3IJIS-
JOM:

— Yo Tebs paccmeniio, Kpacapuna?

41 3amepna, BIISABIBAsCH B 3€JIEHBIE, IPOHU3AHHbBIE CBETIIbI-
MU JTydamd, ra3a. OH yxe He OblT (paBHOM, HO TUICHWJI MEHS
B3IJIS1IOM TOYHO, KaK Toraa. S mpomoprasace, cTpssxuBas ¢ ceds
HaBaXXJECHUE, U TUXO CKa3aJa:

— Korna-to 1aBHO, KOr/ia s mbITaach YCIIOKOUTHLCS TITYOOKUM
JbIXaHMEM, OJIMH JIPYT TOLYMaJl, 9To 3TO OeJIKa MoIaBIIach Ope-
XOM. W Tbl HAIIOMHWIJI MHE €T0, TOJIKO U BCETO.

Kupo en€ pa3 okuHys1 MeHs 33 lyMUMBbIM B3[JISIIOM U OTBEN
rasa:

— WnTepecHo. ..



TonpKO M CcKa3al OH, aKKypaTHO TpoOyst Msico. MHe ke Ky-
COK B TOPJIO HE Jie3, XOTS ’KUBOT HACTOMYMBO TpeOoBas efibl. B
OuYEepeIHOM pa3, KOrjaa KeJylaok 3aypyai, Kupo KuBHy1 Ha MO0
TapesiKy:

— To1 OB IOEJIA, @ TO Pa3OyAUIIb BCEX OMOCCYMOB, pa3deryrcs
OeqHbIE 3BEPYIIKU, U BaM HeueM OyJeT B CIeTYIONIHA pa3 yro-
ATh TOCTEMN.

A BenbIxHYyNMA:

— Dro 3as1! He 6enka, u e onoccym!! U BooOirie, erb Moi-
ya!

Sl oTBepHYyJIaCh OT MYXKUYWHBI, THEBAsCh OOJIbIIIe HE HA HETO,
a Ha ce0sa. OH Belpb Jake He IOMHUT MEHS, a S Talo OT OJHOIO
ero B3misiaa. [axke to, uto Kupo Boneit cyapObl okaszaics psiiom,
yxke ObIJIO HaCcTOSIUM ynoMm [ist MeHst. Ho He myist mero. Kupo
BOCIIPUHHUMAJI BCE, KaK MPocToe NnpukiodyeHre. Ho 3auem-T1o o
e moren ¢ Hamu? Ha 3ToT Borpoc y MeHs He ObLJIO OTBeTa.

PeOsita 0 4eM-TO HErpoOMKO IeperoBapuBaJIMCh, AJIMKA C
JlxopmxkeM, He oOpaiiasi Hi Ha KOro BHUIMaHMSI, CHOBA CIIOPLUTH,
a s, OJIb3YsIChb MOMEHTOM IOKa HUKTO HE CJIEUT 32 MHOM, CHOBA
B3MJIsIHYJIAa Ha 3aayMunBoro Kupo. OH cMOTpes Ha OrOHb U B €r0
ia3ax IUisicav OTOJIECKM KOCTpa, Jiesiasi My KUMHY eIng Oosee
TaMHCTBEHHBIM U HEIOCSTAEMBbIM.

Tyt Poiic oTopBajcs ot Gecenpl ¢ pedataMu U 0OpaTHIICS K
TOCTIO:

— Pacckaxu Ham, myTHUK, KeM Oyzenib? OTKyaa v Kyzia myTb
JEepXKALIb?



Kupo nomHs rmasa u noxan riedamu:

— 4l KopoJb, 00BE3xKAT CBOH 3€MJTH C COBETHIKOM U 3aJIepikKa-
JIUCh HEMHOTO, & TYT BHI. ..

Poiic mapy cekyH/ cepbe3HO CMOTpes Ha MY:KUMHY, a IOTOM
I'POMKO pacxoxoTtaics. OcTabHble OBICTPO MOJIEPXKATH TIaBa-
psi. HeMHOTrO yCOKOMBIIUCDH, TOT BbIIABUI:

— Hacmenm, koneyno! Koponb, kak ke! Ho 3a mryky cnacu-
00, a BOT s OTHA/Ibl BCTPETUJT YeJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIA yTBEPK A,
YTO OH 0 HOYaM CTAaHOBUTCS YTKOU. . .

Poiic Hauan pacckaspiBaTh Kakylo-TO CTapyl0 HCTOPUIO M
OCTaJIbHBIE HariepeOoi JOMONHSIIM ee HOBBIMU jieTasisimu. Kupo
BpeMsi OT BPEMEHHM MOIJISAbIBAI HA MEHs U B IJla3ax Iuisicaiu
JyKaBble oroHbKkH. OT ero B3Misiga CTAHOBHIIOCH KApPKO, U s He
3HaJIA KyJIa JIEThCsI, YTOOBI HE BBIIATH CeOsl.

— Kak Tl MIJIO KpacHeelllb, JIyYHHIIA. . . — IPOIIENTAas TOJTbKO
MHE CJIBIIIHYIO (ppa3y KOpoJib, YeM elié Oosbliie MEeHs CMYyTHUIL.
$1 BckouMa U, IIyMHO BHIJJOXHYB, YIIIJIa C TIOJISIHBL. YeM aanblie
OT KOCTpa 51 OTXOIWJIa, TEM MeJJIeHHee OMIOCh MOe Cepalie. XO-
TEJIOCh BEPHYThCS U KUHYThCA B 00bsITUS JIoOMMoMy. LlenoBath
ero /10 60y B ry0ax, MOYyBCTBOBATh €T0 PYKU Ha CBOEH KOXe. . .
VY, ycnokousnack, Ha3bIBa€TCH. . .

IlocTosB eme napy MUHYT B TEMHOTE, 51 BEPHYJIACh K OCTaJIb-
HBIM U OOJTbIlIE HE CMOTpeJia B CTOPOHY (haBHa.

HukTo He poranasncs, 4To nepesl HUMHU KOpOJib, a 51 He CIelIy-
J1a 00 3TOM coodmark. Kupo siBHO He KeJiall IeJMThCS STON MH-
opmarmeii, a yx s Tak Tem Oosiee. MHe ObIJIO HHTEPECHO, YTO



OH 3aJ{yMaJl, M03TOMY, KOT/Ia BCE YJIETJIUCh CIaTh, 51 HE CMbIKas
IJ1a3 BCMaTpUBaJIach B TEMHOTY, TY/a, [€ JIekKaJl KOpPOJb.

VKPBITBIN JIMIITH CBOEH HAKUJIKOM, CBSI3aHHBIM 110 pyKam 1 HO-
ram, OH JIOJITO He MOT HallTH yIOOHOE TMOJIOKEeHUE, HO B KOHIIe
KOHIIOB YJI€rcs U ycrokowics. 1 6Goponack co cHoM, OyaTO 4yB-
ctBys, uto Kupo He cnut. U 6pi1a mpaBa. Korna Bce ycHynu, s
YBUJIENIA OTOHEK, KOTOPBI CXXHUraJl BEPEBKU HA PyKax M HOrax
MYKYMHBI, HO He onajsit koxy. Ho kak takoe moxer ObITh?
rojrymaia OblJ10, UTO MHE TIOKa3aJI0Ch, HO SIBHBIM 3ariax ropesioun
BEPEBKM He JaBaji ycoMHHUThCs: Kupo mbitaercst coexars. Ho s
HE MOIJIa 3TOro AomnycTuth. He 3Hato mouemy, HO Moe cepjlie He
XOTEJIO ero OTITyCKaTh HM HAa MUHYTY. §l moTepsijia ero OiHaK/Ibl
U TeTiepb He MOIJIa OTITYCTUTh. [IOBUHYSICH TIPEUYBCTBHIO, 51 BbI-
xnana. OH ocBoOOIMII cebe PyKU U HOTH, CTIAJIUB JIOT/IA BepeB-
KW, U, THXOHbKO MOJHSBIIUCH, HAIIPABWIICS B CTOPOHY, T/ie MBI
NPUBS3IIM €ro Jiomab. EIE oqHa 3arajka OTKpbliach, sl MOHs-
JIa, YTO 3HAUUT "OTHEHHbIN" KOposib! OH yMeeT UM yIpaByIsTh!

Korma Knpo ckpbuiCs B TEHM JEPEBLEB, 51 HECHIBIIIHO BCTa-
Jla U, CXBATHB JIYK, MOILIA 32 HUM. YBUAEB, Kak Kupo oresizan
JIOmaAb U cOOMpaeTcsl yapaTh, OCTABUB MEHs, 51 pa303JIWIach U
OKJIMKHYJIA ero:

— aneko cobpaicsi? — He Moprasi, s TOCMOTpesia Ha cOekaB-
IIEro M3-TMoJ HOca KOpOoJis, HAlleJMBILIUCh HA Hero u3 jyka. Ho
OH JIep’KaJl JIOMIab 32 Y31y U XUTPO YXMbLISLJICS.

— Tak momou Hazlo, KpacaBuIa! — 3HAKOMOE ITPO3BUIIE CHOBA



OoIpi0 pe3aHysio Mo cepaily. He oOpaiast Ha 910 BHUMaHusA, 5
CHUJIbHEE HATSIHYJIa TETUBY, TPUKPBIB OJIVH TJIa3, BCE TaK Ke CJie-
JWJIa 32 KQKIbIM €TO TBHKEHHEM.

— ¥ Bac TyT, KOHEUHO, BECEJIO0, KOPMSAT BKYCHO U JIEKAThb CBS-
3aHHBIM Ha CHIPOM 3eMJIe YJ0OHO, HO TTopa 1 4ecThb 3HaTh! — Kupo
JIEHMBO paccMaTpuBaj MeHs, Kak Oy/TO He BEpHJI, UTO 5 BBICTpe-
0. YBBI, HO OH 3a0bL1, YTO CaM K€ MEHsI U YUuJl CTpeJIsATh, He
menikas. [71y0oKo BIOXHYB, 51 MEAJIEHHO BBIJJOXHY/Ia Yepe3 HOC.

«Ha BbiIOXE, AMesiea» — PO3BYYaJIM B TOJIOBE €ro ke CJIOBa,
CJIOBHO NPUBET U3 MPOLION KU3HU. B riazax koposns 3aropescst
MHTEpeC: BBICTpeNo Ju? Pyky MyK4MHBI HANPSIIIIMCh, U B IJa-
3aX 3aropeJicsl XUIIHbIA OrOHb. B ero B3misie OyITO YUTAIOCH:
«Hy naBaii xe, mokaxu Ha 4To crocoOHa, JeBouka». Hamo 6pu1o
OCTaHOBUTKCSI, HO 51 y’ke He MOIJIa HUYero ¢ coboii caenars. Me-
Hs Oygopaxkuia ero 613ocTh. To, UTO OH Tak IPOCTO cOekKal,
Kak OyaTo pasBiiekasich. Ho Oonblne Bcero MeHs pa3apaxao ero
JIEHVBOE PaBHOJYIIINE, B TO BPeMsI Kak s 3aropajach OT OIHOTO
ero B3rIs/a.

Hecmotps Ha Molo poBoOKanuio ¢ apixaHueM, Kupo ocrasncs
crosaTh Ha Mecte. Cmenbiii. Ho 1 s1 0co60i1 poboCThio HE OT/IN-

qajiacCb. >KEU'II>, YTO OH BCE 3a0blI.

Pe3ko, HEOXUIAaHHO Jake ISt ceOsi, s1 OTIMYCTWIa TETUBY U



yBUJENA, KaK CTpesa paccekjia BO3/AyX U Bpe3anach B JEPEBO
psIMO BO3Jie yxa Koposisi. CaMOA0BOIBHO YXMBUIbHYBIINCH EMY
B JIMIIO, MOOJIEHEBINIEe U 3acCThIBINEE, s IIOKHY/A s3bIKOoM. He
BEpWUJI, MOAU, YTO KaKasi-TO IEBUYOHKA... Moe 0axBalbCTBO Clie-
TeJIo, KaK Inenyxa, korga Kupo ¢ peikom Opocucs Ko MHe:

— Howurpanacsk, JyyHuual

On, cJI0BHO JI€B, IPOHECCS KO MHE, HE JlaBas HU CEKyH[Bl,
9YTOOBI TIepe3apsaaAnTb JIyK. Cepatie MpoImyCcTuIo yaap, u, conBas
MEHsI C HOT, KOPOJIb YPOHUJI HAC Ha 3eMJTI0, HABAJIMBASICh CBEPXY.

— Bor u nonasiacs! CrienmanbHO WM HET, HO 3ps Thl IPOMa-
3asa! Ceiiuac TeOs JKIeT pacruiara, Be/ib ¢ KOpoJieM Tak He 00pa-
HIAI0TCs! — OH 3aBEJI MOM PYKH HaJ TOJIOBOM, KPEIKO CKUMast 3a-
ISCThS, U 51 YBUJIENA B €TI0 B3IVIA/IE€ BCIOJIIOXH, KOTOPBIE HE MPEJI-
BellaJIM Hu4ero xopouiero. CTyyamuil B MOMX BUCKaX CTpax me-
pEIuIEsCs € a3apTOM, HO sl K30 BCEX CUJI TIOMBITAJIACh BBIPBATHCSL.
[TpoGema OblIa B TOM, YTO OH BBIIIIE U TsDKeJlee MEHs, U MOU
IIaHCHI paBHsUIMCh HYMO. [IpaBaa, s1 Bce e HEMCTOBO TpeIibiXa-
JIach U, KaXeTcs, Clesalla el XykKe, Be[lb MyKUMHA EIlIE TECHEE
NpUXKaJcs KO MHE, YTOOBI yAePKaTh.

— INpekparu! — 1menHya OH MHE Ha YXO, TIOYTH Kacasich €ro
rybamu. — TeOe He CIpaBUTHCSI CO MHOW.



37O 5 yKe MOHSIA, HO MBICTIb, YTO OH CIIUIIKOM OJIM3KO, He
JaBaja nokos. Tersoe OpIXaHHue MEKOTAIO KOXKY, U MPEAATeNb-
CKOE JKEeJIaHWE PA3IWIOCh TAe-T0 BHU3Y kuBoTa. Het, Amesnea,
BO3bMU ce0s1 B pyKu!

Ero npu:xaroe Ko MHE TeJIO CJIMILIKOM CUJIBHO ITyTaJIO MbICIIH,
U 51 OOMaHYMBO pacciaabuiach, 1aBasi MOHSTh, YTO CMUPHUIIACH C
MIPOUTPBIIIIEM.

JIutto Kupo 6su1o cimmmkom 6:1m3ko. Hacrombko, 9To st Moria
paccMoOTpeTh, KaK pacHIMPUIIMCh €ro 3pavykH, KOrja OH OCMOT-
peJ MeHs N3YYaIOIIMM TsKEBIM B3rJ1s110M. OT 3TOro B3MIsA1a MO
KOXe TPOOeKal MypAIlKH, €ro JbIXaHUe YYacTHJIOCh U CTaJIO
BTOPHUTH MOEMY.

Sl momkHa ObLTa BRIPBAThCS, HO C KXK/IOW CEKYHJION MHE XO-
TEJIOCh TOTO BCe MeHblIe. MBICJIEHHO OTBECHB ce0e OIUIeyXy, 5
OLIEHIJIA, YTO XBATKA €ro, KaK U Ipesk/ie, Oblia CUITbHA, HO B3I/
paccesics ¥ HOAEPHYJICS TOMHOM MOBOJIOKOW. Mies npunuia ca-
Ma co0OM, U 5 He CTajia ee JOJITo OOMYMbBIBATh, IPOCTO C/IeNaa.

Xotb pyku u Horm Kupo mHe 3a0J0KMpOBai, HO S HAlUIA
€IMHCTBEHHBIM BBIXOJl B 9TOM CUTYallMH. Sl MpUNOAHSIa TOJIOBY
K €ro rydoam M ¢ ;kapoM IoLEeJIoBaJa. . .



I'nasa 7

[Touenosas ero, s Aaxe He 3ayMbIBajIach, HACKOJIBKO 3TO OT-
pasuTcs Ha MHe. ] xoTesna OTBJIeYb €ro, YTOObI BHIPBAThCS, a TIO-
Jy4rJIOCh, 4TO cama ceOs ke U noacrasuia. Kupo 3amep u Ha-
npsrcsi, OLUyTHB Ha CBOMX rydax mou mouenyit. Ho yxe yepes
MTHOBEHUE IMbIJIKO OTBETHII, KaK OYJITO 5K/1aJ1 9TOr0 MOMEHTAa, TaK
e CHJIBHO, Kak U s1. Vlnu Bce 310 s ceGe npuaymbiBaio?

[TnaBsce, CJI0BHO CBeYa, B €TI0 pyKax, s HE MOIVIa OCTAHOBUTh-
cs1. OObATHSA, KOTOPBIE TaK kJaJla, ceiiuac MoKa3aauch MHE pa-
eM. f kak OyaTo OKasajach JOMa, B POJAHOM KOJBbIIE PYK.

Kupo 3amycTui nasslipl B MOM BOJIOCH M CTSIHYJI IIHY POK, pac-
ChINAaB Mpsiay 1o riedaM. OH OTIYCTHII MO KUCTH, 1aB BO3MOX-
HOCTb IPUKOCHYThCS K JiloOMMoMmy Jiuily. Haie npixanve cou-
JIOCh U CTaJIO €AMHBIM. §l mponuiack JIaJIOHAMHM TI0 €TI0 CKYJIaMm,
1Iee M crycruiach K rpyad. CTyk cepaua ormylal Tak, 4To Ka-
3aJI0Ch CeYac OHO BHIIIPBITHET U3 IPyaH. 3HAI0, UYTO JOKHA ObI-
Jla OCTAaHOBUTH MyXuMHY. 51 e XxoTena ocBodbogutses. Ho ero
SIBHOE KEJIaHWE, YU PAIOLIEeCsd MHE B )KUBOT ¥ TOPTAaHHBIN CTOH,
JIMIIWJIM BOJIX K CONPOTUBJIEHHUIO.

Kak TyT ocTaHOBUTBCS, KOTIa TOMITH MypallieKk OeryT Imo Ko-
XKe, Jesasi ee YyBCTBUTENIbHOM, KaK HUKOI/A B JKU3HU, a TOMSI-
11eecs Ie-TO BHU3Y KUBOTA KeJIAHUE, HE Ta€T MBICJIUTD 37PaBo.
Kupo crycruics nouenysiMu K 111ee, BbI3BaB BO MHE JPOKb IO
BCEMY Tesly. 3alyCTHB MaJjblibl IO MO0 PyOalllKy, OH HaKpbUI



JIAJIOHBIO TPy/ib U ITyX0 3acToHas. Ero BTopasi pyka CIyCTUIIUCh
K MOMM ILTaHaM, a MaJIbLIbl HAIYTIAJIN IIYTOBUILY U C JIETKOCTBIO
€€ pPacCTErHyJIu.

Ox, centyac uiam HUKorga! f pe3ko ykycuia Myk4uuHY 3a I'y-
Oy U CTOJIKHYyJa ero ¢ ceOsi. YCbIliaB UKW PhIK, 51 HE CTaia
ontsiAbIBaThCs. [IOBEpHYBIIUCH Ha KUBOT, 51 MOAXBATUIIA JIYK U
Bckounia. Ho He ycniena u iByx maroB caesnarb, kKak Kupo yxsa-
THJI MeHsl 3a Hory. I cHOBa ynasia, OOJIbHO YAApUBIIKCH IIEKOM
0 3eMJIIO.

— AX TBI )X MaJICHbKAsl UCKYCUTEIbHULA! — MyKYMHA MTOTSHYJI
MeHs Ha cebs1. § mpoexasiach JIMIIOM TIO TPSA3HOM JIUCTBE U BBI-
pyranace. Ho Kupo Tonbko paccmesiics.

— Huuero He BoilifeT! bosbliiie Thl MEHSI HE Oy PAYMILIb!

OH noaxBaTuj MEHS Ha PyKU M MEPEKUHYJ yepe3 mievo. S
orouBasiack, HO Kupo He pearmpoBan Ha Mou yaapbl. EMy Obl-
J10 He OO0JIbHO, CKOpee MPOCTO JOCTaBIsuIo HeynoocTBa. Harnys-
IIKCh BMECTE CO MHOM, OH MOJIXBATUJI C TPABbl MOM IIHYPOK 151
BOJIOC U JIOBKO IIEPETSAHYJI MHE UM KHUCTH, CBA3bIBAsI KpEye, 4eM
BEPEBKaMU.

4 6 moria 3aKpuyarh, HO Toraa coerytest Bce U pansat Kupo,
WU Jjake YOBIOT. A MHE 9TOTO XOTEJIOCh MEHbIIIEe BCEro Ha CBETe.
Cepmiie yxaJio rae-To B ToJIoBe, KoTopast 0ojTasach Ha ypOBHE
ero MATOM TOUKH. YKycUTh, uto Ju? Ho He ycrena s o0ymaTthb
3Ty MBICJIb, KAK KOPOJIb JJOHEC MEH$ JI0 JIOIIA/IU U, IOCTaBUB Ha
3eMJTI0, 3aMETHUIL:

— CrpaHHO, 4TO THl HE KpUYMILL. A TO 5 BCE IyMall, YEM Te-



Oe 3aBsA3aTh POT, — HEJIOBEPUYMBO B3IVISIHYJI OH HA MEHS OXKHU/Iast
9TO 51 BOT-BOT 3aKpudy. Ho, He yBHIeB HUKAaKKX MOIBITOK, Kupo
OITYCTHJI B3IJISI/1 HA MOM T'YOBI M €0 I71a3a CHOBA MOTeMHeN . S1
WHCTUHKTHBHO 0oONM3asia ux, a Kupo XMbIKHYIT:

— Her yx, kpacaBuiia, Thl MHE 4yTh MOJTYObl HE OTKYCHJIA.
Ecnu Oyners BecTr cedst TUXO, TO TIOEEIIb Ha JIOIMAIH, KaK Je-
JIOBEK, MHAUe — MPHUBSIKY TOMEepeK, Kak MEeIoK MyKu. BoiOupaii!

— Kak yenoBek! — ObICTpO CKa3asia s, MPeACTaBsis, Kak Oyay
O0JITaThCS MOTMEPEK JIOIAN, CTy4da 3y0amu.

Kupo JOBONBHO XMBIKHYJT M yCaJuJl MEHs BIIEPEIN, CaM Ke
yCeJiCsl C3a/I1 U TIPUIITIOPHIT JIOIIA/Ib.

Ha BocToke 3aHMMaJICsl paccBeT, KOTJla Mbl BbIeXaJlu U3 Jieca
Ha MUPOKYI0 paBHUHY. CIIMHOW YyBCTBYs MEpHOE cepiieoune-
HIE MYKYMHBI ¥ TETJIO €ro KOKH, 51 IPOTUB BOJIU 3eBHYJA. ToMb-
KO ceifuac s MOHsJIa, YTO HE Craja BCI0 HOYb, & CKOJBKO HaM
ele MpejICTOUT exath — Hem3BecTHO. [ToBepHyB ronoBy k Kupo,
s CIIpOCHIIa:

— Kyna Tel MeHs Be3€lib? — Kajib, YTO s HUKOIO HE CMOIJIa
npenynpeanTb. JKopIk mpocHeTcs: ¥ OyaeT BOTHOBAThes. Jlaxe
AMHKO He ObIIO0, YTOOBI TOMOYb. BOJK Kak pa3 ucue3 HakaHyHe
Haiew BbiTa3ku. Jlymarto, oH ObUT ObI paji yBUIETH CTAPOTO APYTa.
Kupo noiro momyait, a moToM BBIIOXHYJI:

— B xoponeBcTBo. Thl MoT71a OB OCTATHCSI CO CBOMMU JIPY3bsi-
MU, U 51 Obl TeOs1 He TPOHYJI. Yexasl CIIOKOWHO, a BbI ObI TTPOIOJI-
JKUJIA CBOM OECCOBECTHBIE JEJUIIIKH, HO Thl 3aUeM-TO TbITAJIACH
MEHS OCTAaHOBUTB !



— 51... — He 3Has YTO CKa3arTh, 3aMsljlach, moxOKMpas cioa. He
TOBOPUTH kK€ €My, YTO HE CMOIJIA €r0 OTIYCTUTh, IIOTOMY 4TO
JOOJTIO JIO IPOKU B KOJICHKAX.

— Mwm? — HakoHusCs HUXe Kupo, yToObl paccibliare MOU
cioBa. Ero japixaHue 3alieKkoTano KOXy BO3JIE yXa M BbI3BAJIO
MPENATENIbCKYIO JPOKbD.

— 4 roBopio, 3a4eM MeHs B KOposieBCcTBO? YTO Thl CO MHOM
TaM cJieJiaeliib? — MoMbITajlach cOOPaTh MbICIU B KYUKY.

Kupo ycMexHysicst 1 CHIOKOMHO OTBETHII:

— ToI BbIBesIa MeHsI U3 ce0s, JABHO TaKoro He ObL10. [ToaTomy
Opollly B TEMHHUILY, @ TaM BUIHO OynieT. MoXeT, IpOCHIMIIb TaM
JIeT ABAATh, 2 MOXKET HE CTaHy TeOsi My4YUTh U OTIIPABIIIO CPasy
Ha BUCEJIMILY.

A 3actbuta, ycaeimas 3ty cnoBa. OH mytur? Kakas eme Bu-
ceauua?

Kupo nouyBcTBOBaJI, Kak 51 HAMPSTIACh U CEPbE3HO OPOCKIT:

— Thl tymana, 4To MOKHO BBICTPENIUTh B KOPOJIsl, YKYCUTh €T0
U OCTaThCsl Oe3HaKa3aHHOM ?

S noxasna mueyamu. A 4to ckaszarh? Urto st BooOIe 0codo He
aymainia. He ctouT BbicTaBisATh cebs eme Oombleld 1ypovyKkol B
ero rmaszax. Ho uto ke nenars? [omeiTathest yoexkarsb? A 9ToO 1M0-
toM? Kak ciacate Myk4rHYy, €CJIM CKPbIBaThC IIE-TO B JIECY OT
ero Mmecti? CKobKO y MeHs BooOiiie BpemeHu? Borpocsl ryze-
JIM B TOJIOBE MTYEJIMHBIM YJIbEM, U 5 BbINAJIWIIA!

— Korna mb1 Oynem B 3amke?

— 3aBTpa yTpoM, — OTYEKAHWJI KOPOJIb U 3aMOJTYAJL



Ms1 exanu 10 Bevepa, M TeIJIo, UCXOsIee OT ero Ipy/u,
HE BSI3AJI0Ch C )KECTOKMMHM CJIOBAMH, CKa3aHHBIMU UM paHee. C
HETIPYBBIUKK Y MEHS HbUIA CIMHA M KYTKO 3aTekjiv Horu. Crie-
HIMBAJIKCh Mbl TOJIBKO TAapy pa3, YTOObI CIIPABUTh HYK/bI U Pa3-
MATh HOTU. TouHee, pa3MUHAIACh TOJIBKO $I, KOPOJIb Ke TIPOCTO
KJaJ1, IOKa 51 OTAOXHY OT €37Ibl ¥ 3aKUbIBAJI MEHsI CHOBA Ha JIO-
mabe. K yemy Oblia 3Ta jKanocTh ¢ OCTAHOBKAMM, €CJIM OH TIa-
HUPOBAJI IO MpHe3/ie BCE PABHO MEHsI Ka3HUTh? Kask/1blil cKauok
JIOIIA/I OTJABAJIM B TOJIOBE, KOTOpAsi pacKasbiBaIach u3-3a oec-
coHHO HOuM. EIE 1 keTyaoK ypdas, HACTOMYMBO TPeOys eIbl.

M#bI norbexaiy K OITyIIIKe Jieca, KOra COHIIE OTIaBajo To-
ClieTHUe JIy4d 3eMJIe, PAcChirasi UX MO 3eJIEHBIM MOJISIM U JI0JH-
HaMm. Krpo HEeOoXMIaHHO CHemWICS W CTSHYJ MEHsI Ha 3eMJTIO.
[TocTaBrB Ha HOrM MO€ yCTaJIOE TEJIO CIIPOCHIT:

— Thl AEUCTBUTENILHO XOPOIIO cTpessiens? Vnu He paccek-
JIa MOIO TOJIOBY, CJIIOBHO TBHIKBY, IIPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO MpoMasa-
7a? — BHUMATENbHBIN B3IJISI] SICHO TOBOPHJI O TOM, YTO JIydlIle
He BpaTtb. Ho MHe 1 He3aueM.

— JHevictButensHO xopomo! S He cobupanach B Teds CTpe-
nsth! [Ipocto xoTena cOUTh TBOIO Criech! — ropaIo 3aapasa HoC.

— Torpa y Te6s BoIUIO poBHO Hao6opoT! Hanewock, Thl moa-
CTpEeJIMIIIb HaM YTKY, @ He TIPOCTO COObEIh C Hee crech? — Iie-
penpasaui Menst Kupo u no6aBui: — 3amacoB y MeHsI HEMHOTO.
Hymaio, Thl TOJKE HE Haesach TeM TYIIKAHYMKOM, YTO MO/aBaIN
TBOM COOpaThsi?

— Ha 3as11 310 OBLI, 3a411! — HE BbIEpKaa 5, TOMHYB HOTOM.



— VX, ckonbko neua! Ilorpars ero B rosie3Hoe pyciio, 1oporas
BOMTEJIbHUIA, — KMPO XUTPO OIfisiesn MeHst ¢ HOTr JO TOJIOBBI U
TIOMaHMI K cebe.

4 MenIeHHO noAoILIa K HEMY, HE TIOHMMAsl, YTO MYKYMHA OT
MEHS1 XOUET, paccMaTpyBasi €ro Kak B nepsblil pa3. Ceityac, npu
CBETE YXOISIIEro COJMHIA, OH Ka3aJICs TAKUM POIHBIM M 3HAKO-
MBIM, YTO CJIE3bI BHICTYNAJIM Ha Ia3ax. [louemMy ke OH MeHs He
MIOMHUT?

Yro-To cTpaHHOe 0TOOpa3mIoch B riazax Kupo, Ho He ycrena
s TIOHSITh, YTO UMEHHO, KaK OH Pe3KO pa3BepHYJ MeHs K ceOe
CIMHOUN M MpUTAHY Onuxke. 1 mouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK TEIUIOE JIbl-
XaHue MPUKOCHYJIOCh K MOEH I1iee, a cep/lle Hayajo OTOMBaTh
OBICTPBIA PUTM.

— bounibcsa? — menoToM CIpocuil MEHsI KOPOJib, MOMIAXKUBAS
’KMBOT CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb PYOAIITKH.

— Her!

— Hy emg€ Obl... — OTKyaa HU BO3bMUCH, B pyKax Kupo noka-
3QJICA HOXK, ¥ OH JIOBKO pa3pe3asl NIHYPOK, CTATMBAIOIIMN MOU
pyKH. MyX4HHa TYT ke OTOWIEN, a 51 YyTh ObUIO HE yIasa, Jiu-
HIMBIIKCH onopbl. CepanTo B3MJISIHYB HA HETro, MOTepia 3aTeK-
I1E PYKHU.

— W uto Teneps? — cripocuia s HETPOMKO.

— Tyt Henopasieky ectb peuyiika. Hy’KHO yMbITbCSI U TIpUBE-
ctu cebs1 B opsAoK. Thl MOACTpeNuIIb Mapy YTOK W, Ha XyI01
KOHell, 3ai1IEB, U HY)KHO OTIOXHYTb. I HE criaj HECKOJIbKO HOuen
Y YyBCTBYIO, UTO CKOPO 3aCHy NpsMO 37echk. [loaToMy He TsHU



BpeMsi, KpacaBuIia, MONLIH. AX, 3, €Y B3/lyMaelib OekaTb, TO
HoXKaJieeln !

CranbHble HOTKM B TOJIOCE MYXUHUHBI SICHO JaBAJU MOHSTh,
41O OH He 1IyTuT. [a u Kyna mue 6exatb? $1 momkHa ObITh psi-
JIOM C HUM. MHe emé MpeICTONT Pa300paThCs UTO 3a ONMACHOCTD
emMy rpo3uT. Eciu, KOHEUHO, OH He MOBECUT MEHsI paHblIle, YeM
51 Y3HAIO BCE.

MBblI nonuty B r1yOb Jieca U yke CKOpO Tepejl HaMU JeWCTBU-
TeJIbHO TIOKAa3aJ1ach MOJSIHA, 32 KOTOPOW TeKJ1a ObICTpasi peuka.
Beuep BcTynas B cBOM 1paBa, U 51 OEKWIACH, IPEICTABUB, UTO
HY)KHO OyJeT JIe3Th B XOJIOAHYI0 Bomy. axe THEM ObUIO TpoO-
XJIATHO, YTO Y’ TFOBOPUTh O HOYax. Mbl 3a0pajiMch AajieKo Ha
CeBep M XKJaTh Teruia OOJbIIe He MPUXOIUIOCh.

Kupo monsén nomans K peke W, JaB HAIUTHLCS, MPUBSI3AT
HernoAaneky. 1 B 3T0 Bpems B3sljla CBOU CTPEJIbl, JIYK M HE TO-
POIISACH MOIIIA UCKATh 3aiilla WM YTKY. Y3Ke CITyCTs rnojvaca s
BO3BpAIllajiach Ha MOJISIHY, BOJIOYA B PyKax JBE TYIIKHU.

KuHyB 1x Bo3Jie pa3BeJEHHOIO KOCTPA, 5 MOUCKaa IJ1a3aMu
Kupo, HO ero Hurjie He ObUTO. BApyr mocibiiancs mieck BOJbI,
Y f MOIIJIa Ha 3BYK. BhllllIa K peuke U 3ameplia, yBUJEB T'OJIOr0
KOPOJIsl, KOTOPBIH CTOsUI KO MHE CLIMHOM No 1osic B Boae. Cepa-
11e 3a0MJI0Ch Yallle, a K JIMILy Mpuinia Kposb. boxe, yero s ms-
mock! 3acTaBuB ceOs1 OTBEPHYTHCS, 51 COOpasaCh TUXO YUTH, HO
yCIIbIIIAIA OKJIMK:

— Kyna xe 1ol, kpacasuua? Eciam permmia nogmisasiBaTh, Tak
Oy noopa, nocmotpu! IloBeps, TH He 3aX0Yelllh TAKOe MPOITY-



CTUTh!

Bort xe...! OH Hauas BBIXOAUTH, a I, YBUAEB TO, UTO BOT-BOT
JOJDKHO OBLIO TIOKa3aThCsl U3 BOJBI, B3BU3THYJIA U MoOexaa K
koctpy. Benen Mue nonéccst roprannbiid cmex Kupo. IyTHUK!

OH npuiien crycTsi napy MUHYT U KUBHYJI MHE:

— Wau, TBOS1 ouepenp, a 5 MOKa 3aMYCh Y)KUHOM. Y HAC BCe
Hao6opoT ¢ Todou. He Tak u?

— YTO TH MMEeLIb B BUy? — IIEpECIPOCUIA 1.

— Te1 moOBITA MsICO, a 51 TOTOBIID. OOBIYHO OBIBAET HAOOOPOT.

Sl moxana rJeyamM M COIVIACHO KUBHYJIA, HA MUT 33 yMaB-
IIKCh, OTKYJA KOPOJIb 3HAET, KaK MPUTOTOBUTH XOTh YTO-TO? YV
HEro, MOJM, CJIyTH JIENAIOT BCE.

Bopma neiictButennsHO ObUTa JOCTATOYHO mpoxiiamHou. [Tpu-
IIJIOCh Pa3JeBaThCs JIOTOJIa, BeJIb MO IITAHAMK W PyOaxoil HU-
Yero He ObLJI0, 8 HAMOYMTD €JUHCTBEHHBIE BEIIH TOJBKO MOTOMY,
91O 6OI0CH OBITH 3aMEYEHHOM, OBLIIO ObI TTyTI0. BRICTPO MCKyNaB-
IIKCh, 51 HATSHYJIA HA MOKPOE TEJIO OIEK/1y U YKYTaJIaCh B ILIALLL.
OxkazaBimch BO3JIe KOCTpa, s oOHapyxuia, yro Kupo yxe xa-
PUT HaM MsICO. ANMETUTHBIA apoMaT Pa3HOCUIICSA IO BCer MOJIsI-
He, HaloJHsAsA poT cMoHOM. [lpoka oT Xonofa, s ycejaach BO3Je
KOCTpa 1 MoMMaJia BHUMATENIbHBINA B35 Kupo.

— 3amépana?

— H-nemHoro... — npocrydana 3yoamu 5. PyOarmika u mmra-
Hbl HEMTPUATHO MPUINIAJIM K TeJly ¥ He 1aBajii corpeTbes. S 3a-
MeTuia, uto Ha Kupo Oblna cyxas ofek/ia, Kak 3TO y Hero Io-



ayuunocs? He ycnena A cripocuTh, Kak MyKYMHA BCTal U MO/
MOV yIMBJIEHHBIN B3I TOJOIIEN OJTMKe. YCEBIINCH PSIOM, OH
MPUOOHSIT MEHsI, U 51 TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MOsI OfIeXk/1a cama 1o
ceOe BBhICHIXaeT.

—Yto? Kak 310? YTO THI cliesian? — He MorJia IOHATH 4.

— DTO ceKpeT OrHeHHOro Koposns! — yneionysncst Kupo u mo-
YeMy-To MOCMOTpes Ha Mou TyObl. Bo pTy BApyr nepecoxio, u s
WHCTUHKTHUBHO OO/MM3HYJa Iryobl. MyKYMHa HaKJIOHWJICS HUXE,
a s 3aMepia, Keyasi ero Touenys OoJbllie BCEro Ha CBere. 3a-
OBIB €T0 CJIOBA PO BUCEITHILY, 51 )KaHO BIUTHIBAJIA €T0 IbIXaHUe,
kacatoreecs: Mmoux ryo. Ho Kupo oTkjoHwWICS U, 3aKpHIB 171432,
BBIJIOXHYIT:

— Kak 1e6s x0T 30ByT?

A Be/Ib IEUCTBUTEIIBHO, OH K€ Ja)K€ UMEHU MOET0 HE CITPOCHUIT
3a BECh JICHb.

— AMeJiea. .. — pa304apOBaHHO OTBOPAYMBASCh, MPOIIeNnTana

Kupo pe3ko oTkpbLI M1aza:

— Yro?! Amenea? — OH Kak-TO CTPaAHHO OIJISI/IEN MEHSI.

— Ha, a yto?

S oxupana, YTo OH cerJac CKakeT, YTO IMOMHUT MEHs, WIIN
XOTs1 ObI TIOMHUT MO€ UMsI, HO, TIOKaYaB rojioBou, Kupo Beran u
yIIIeJ Ha CBOE MECTO.

JayibHeNIIMiA Halll yKUH MPONIEN B TUIIMHE. § MbITanach 3a-
TOBOPUTH C MYKUYMHOM, HO OH €CJIM U OTBevaJ, TO KpaTko. Bcko-
pe { mepecTajia ero JOHMMaTh, MOHUMAs1, YTO TOT HE HACTPOEH



Ha Oeceny. [Ipuria HOUb U sIpKUe 3BE3/BI MOKA3AIMCh HAJ| HA-
MU TOJIOBAMH, OCBEINast BCE BOKPYT CEPeOPOM.

Kupo focran u3 cyMKu, 4To BUCENA HA CelJie, TEIUIYI0 HAKU/-
Ky. [locTeMB ee Ha MOYIIKE U3 JIUCThEB, OH 0OPATUJICS KO MHE:

— 3pech XBaTUT MecTa Ui ABOUX. JIOKUCh.

[Ipo3By4asto, cnoBHO npukas. Xorsa noyeMy "ciaosHO"? Ho He
B MOMX IpaBWJIaX OTKA3bIBATHCS OT BKYCHOM €J1bl UJIM TEIJIOrO
CHAJILHOTO MeCTa, TeM Oosiee psAaoM ¢ HUM. [Ipu3HaThes, 5 1axe
Ha TOJIOM KaMHe crnajia Obl Kak MJIaJeHelLl, €Ciail Obl TOJIBKO OH
o1 psitoM. Sl ynernmack u Kupo ciieiom pacronioxkusicst Ha Bbl-
TSHYTYIO PYKY OT MeHs1. ByATO crienMaabHO Kak MOXKHO JIaJIblIie.
Hy u nagHo.

Sl cmotpena Ha HeOO, BIVIAIBIBAsICh B 3BE3/bI, U HE MOIJIa
ycHyTb. [IpucmymmBanace k apixanuio Kupo, kotopoe u3 nmpepsl-
BUCTOTO MOCTENEHHO CTAaHOBWJIOCH poBHee. OH yCHY/. DTO Tak
cTpaHHo. JlyMana jim s, 4To CIIyCTsl Mecsll Iocjie cMepTH (as-
Ha, Oy[y Jiexarh psIOM C HUM TJIe-TO B JieCy, JaJIeKO OT J0Ma,
U JIyMaTh O TOM, 4TO OE€3yMHO HE X0UY, YTOOBI 3Ta HOYb 3aKaH-
YMBaIach?

Heoxxunanno Kupo noBepHyscst BO CHE W, IPUTSIHYB MEHs
Omke, YTKHYJICS HOCOM B MOIO MakyIIKy. be3syMHast He:)XHOCTb
pasiuiach B rpyIv U CTAJI0 HAMHOTO Teruiee. Jlaxke mpakKTUYeCKu
*kapko. Koxxa MyunHBI ObLJIa TOPSTYEH, KaK TIeYKa, HO, BUAUMO,
€My 3TO He JOCTABJISIO HEYIOOCTB.

BoT TbI Kako#, OorHeHHbIN KOopoJib. Y kocTep 3axkeub U3 HUYe-
IO, ¥ BEIIY NPOCYIIUTh, U MIbLJIATh CAMOMY HE XyK€e TOrO OTHS. ..



Y06atokaHHas ero JIbIXxaHeM ¥ MEPHBIM CTYKOM Cepia, 5 Ha-
KOHEII-TO CMOIJIA PAaccIabUThCS M YCHYTb. YCKOMb3asi B OOBATHS,
CHa MHE MOYYAUJIOCh, YTO KMpO JIeroHbKo moiienoBay MeHsl B
MAaKyIIKy 1 mpoiientai "Amenea..." Kakoi 4ylecHbIN COH. ..
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