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Bce npasa 3auumenvl. Hukaxas uacme s1eKmpoHHOL 6epcuu Mol KHU2u He Modlcem Obinb
80CNPOU3BEOEHA 8 KAKOU Obl MO HU ObLA0 hopMe U KaKUMU Obl MO HU ObLAO CPEOCMBAMU, BKAIOUAS
pazmeuierue ¢ cemu Humepnem u 6 KOpnopamueHvlx cemsix, 045 4acmuozo U NYOAUUHO20 UCNONL30-
8aHUsL De3 NUCbMEHH020 PA3PEUEHUs. BAA0eNbUA ABIMOPCKUX NPAB.

AHHe, KOTopasi OTJIOKUJIa

B CTOpOHY naske «Bnacrennna Konerry,
YTOOBI TPOYUTATD ITY KHUTY

(MOXHO JTi TpeOOBaTh OT JI0Uepyr OOJIBIIEro?)

W SnuHop, ube M4 5 03aUMCTBOBAJIA,
XOTsI OHO U He IpeJHA3HA4YaJI0Ch
1Tl KOPOJIEBBI DITHOBI
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Taynw Leaan. Y3kum nymem
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Hounon He3HAKOMeI]

JlyHuolli ceem Ompasxicancs 6 2na3ax KOHs-KAUAAKU U UgpyuteuHou
Mmouuxu, komopyro Toaau docman uz-nod nodywku. Tukaau uacel, u emy
Ka3aa0Ch, 4Mo OH CAbIUUM 8 MUUMUHE WAENAaHbe MANEHbKUX OOCbIX HOe,
a NomoM XuXuKauve, WeNnom U UeNecH, CA08HO KMO-MO Nepeaucmulédn
CMpanuybl 6ONLULOT KHUZU.

JI. M. bocmon. /lemu u3 I'pun-Hoy

Toii HOYBIO IIEeN JA0XIb, MEJKHM, Imermdynmi. M croycrss MHoro et Merru He 3a0buta ero
IIENOT, OHA CJIbIIIAJIA €10, JIMILbL CTOMJIO € 3aKPbITh IJ1a3a, — CIOBHO KPOLIEYHBIMU MaJIbYUKaMH KTO-
To GapabaHu No cTekity. [ ie-To B TeMHOTe Jasiia codaka, 1 Merru He Morjia 3aCHyTh, Bce BpeMs
BOpOYasich ¢ OOKy Ha OOK.

Ion noaymko# y Hee Jexana KHUATa, KOTOPYIO OHa YuTajia nepes cHoM. KecTkuil neperuier
YIIUPAJICS el B YXO, CJIOBHO 3aMaHUBAasl €€ Ha KHUKHbIE CTPAHULIBI.

— Kak Tl MOXelb Tak crarb? — CIIPOCKJI €€ OTell, BIIepBble OOHAPYKUB Y Hee MO, MOAYIIKON
kHury. — [Ipu3Haiics1, oHa HalenTeBaeT TeOe Ha YXO CBOM UCTOPUH?

— NHorna, — orBetmiia Merru. — Ho ToJbKO JeTH CIOCOOHBI MX YCIIBILIATb.

B otBer Mo crerka ymumnHys ee 3a Hoc. Mo — IMEHHO Tak OHa Ha3blBajla CBOETO OTLA, M HUKAK
MHaye.

B Ty HOUB, YTO NONOKMJIA HAYAJIO CTOIBKMM COOBITHSIM M TAK MHOTO M3MeHWa, y Merru nox
TMOJIYIIKOM Jiexkasa OHa U3 ee caMblX JIOOMMbIX KHUT. M MOCKOJIbKY AOX/Ib HE JaBajl el 3aCHYTb,
OHa ceJia B MOCTeJIM, POTepiia COHHBIE IJ1a3a ¥ JOCTala U3-NOoJ MOAYIIKY KHUTY. E/iBa OHa OTKpbLIa
ee, KaK CTPaHMLIBI TYT K€ 3aMaH4MBO 3alllesnectesn. Merru Bceraa Ka3auaoch, YTO CTPAHULIBI KaKI01
KHUTY IIYpLIAT B EPBBII pa3 M0-CBOEMY, M 9TO 3aBUCEJIO OT TOro, 3HaJIa OHa, O YeM OyJleT pacckas,
v HeT. Tenepb eil HykeH ObLT TOJIbKO CBET. B BBIIBIKHOM SIIIMKE TYMOOUKH y Hee ObLT IPHUITPATaH
CITMYEYHBIN KOPOOOK — Mo 3ampeTriI eil 3a)Kurath Houblo cBedr. OH He JIOOMIT OTHSL.

— OroHp NOXXUPAeT KHUTH, — HE pa3 TOBOPUJI OH.

Ho B KOHIIe KOHLIOB, €l yxe ObLIO JABEHALaTh JIET, U OHAa XOPOILO 3Haja, YTO HA/l0 CJAECAUTH
3a cBeyamMu. Merru o0oxaia uuTaTh Mpu cBeyax. Ha MOIOKOHHMKE CTOSJIO MIECTh MOJCBEYHUKOB.
Omna nogHecsa ropsiyo Cl4Ky K OJHOMY M3 YePHBIX (DUTUJIEH U BIPYT yCIIbIILIAA Ha YJIULIE Iark.
HcnyraBimce, oHa 3ay/a CIAYKY M — KaK OHa MOTOM BCHOMMHAJIa CIIYCTSI MHOTO JIET, — CEB Ha
KOJIEHH IepeJl MOKPbIM OKHOM, IIOCMOTpesa Ha yauily. M TyT oHa yBuzena ero.

Ha ¢one cBet10ii cTeHbl 10K HE3HAKOMEL] Ka3aJicsl TEHbIO, JIUILb JIULO €ro ObLIO OCBEIIEHO,
a MOKpbI€ BOJIOCHI IPYJIMILIH KO J10Y. JIokIb CTPYHIICS IO HEMY, HO OH HE 00palliajl Ha 5TO BHUMAHHUS.
OH cTos11 HeNMOABUAKHO, 0OXBATHUB Ce0s1 pyKaMH, MbITasiCh XOTh HEMHOTO COIpeThesl. Tak OH U CTOsA,
YCTaBMBLINCh HA UX JIOM.

HyxHo pa30yauts Mo, tymasia Merru, HO He MorJia ABUHYTbCs ¢ MecTa. Ceplie KOIOTHIIOCh
y Hee B TPy, ¥ OHAa IPUCTAJIBHO CMOTpeJia B HOUb, CJIOBHO OLIETIEHEHHE HE3HAKOMIIA Mepeasloch
eil. Bopyr oH pe3ko MoBepHyI rojoBy, U Merru nokasajioch, YT0 OH CMOTPUT € MpsAMO B IJia3a.
OHa BcKOYMJIa C KPOBATH, M PACKPbITasi KHATa ynaja Ha 1ojil. Merru Beioexana O0CUKOM B TEMHbIN
Kopuaop. B ctapom ome ObLIIO XOJIOIHO, XOTsI Maid YK€ MOIXOAM K KOHILY.

B xomnare Mo erie ropesn ceet. OH 4acTo He crias 10 ITyOOKoM HOuM 1 YnuTaj. VIMeHHO OT Hero
Merru yHacnenoBaja moOoBb K KHUram. MIHOrIa, MpoCHYBIIMCH HOYBIO OT KOIIIMAapa, OHa Iproeraia
K OTILY, JIO)KMJIACh C HUM PSAAOM M OBICTPO 3achllialia MoJ] €ro pOBHOE JAbIXaHHUE U IIEJIECT CTPAHUII.
Hlypiranue Oymaru, Kak HUYTO JPYyroe, ObICTPO OTIOHSUIO CTPAILIHBIE CHBI.

Ho 4enoBek, crosBiMii iepes JOMOM, BOBCE €l He IPUCHUJICS.



K. ®yHke. «YepHWwibHOE cepaie»

B Ty HOub MO unTas KHUTY B 0J1€IHO-TOITYOOM JIHSIHOM TeperieTe. TO HaJOoJIr0 Bpe3asioch
B IaMATh Merru. YMBUTENIBHO, KaKWe MEJIOYH XPAHUT Hallla aMsTh!

— Mo, Tam Ha ABOpE KTO-TO €CTh!

Orer1 MOAHS TOJIOBY M OpOCHII Ha Hee OTCYTCTBYIOIIMI B3IJISA — TaK OH OOBIYHO CMOTpE,
KOTJja OHA OTpBIBaJIA €ro OT uTeHusl. Kaxapiii pa3 emy TpeOoBaIoch HECKOIBKO CEKYH/I, YTOOBI Bep-
HYTBCS Ha 3eMJTI0 M3 IPYTOro Mupa — U3 JadupuHTa OYKB.

— Tel yBepena?

— Jla, CTOMT ¥ MPUCTAJILHO CMOTPUT Ha HaIl OM.

Mo OTI0KWJI KHUTY.

— Yo ThI ynTaNa NEpes cHoM? «Jlokropa Jlxxekuna u Muctepa Xanga»?

Merru HaxMypHIIach.

— Hy, noxanyiicra, Mo, ugem co MHOI!

OH He TOBepwJI ei, HO ToIel. MeIrTi ¢ TAKMM HeTeprieHueM TSAHYJa ero 3a coOOH, YTo OH
CIIOTKHYJICS] O CTONKY KHUT B KOPHJOpE. Y HUX B JOME KHUTHM ObUIM MOBCIOLY — HE TOJIbKO Ha TMOJKAX,
KaK y BceX, HO M IOJ1 CTOJIOM, TOJ1 CTYJIbSIMH U T10 yI71aM KOMHAT. KHUTH Jiekay Ha KyxXHe U B TyaJieTe,
Ha TeJIeBU30pe U B KAy, HeOONbIIINE CTOMKH U LIeJIble TOPBI TOJICTHIX, TOHKUX, CTAPBIX, HOBBIX KHHT .
Onu BcTpeuastt Merru 3a 3aBTpakoM, MpHIJIaliasi HA CBOU YBJIEKATEJIbHbIE CTPAHUIIB, THAJIU TIPOYb
CKYKY JIOJNITUX CepBIX THE, a MHOTJa OHU C OTIIOM O HUX MPOCTO CHOTHIKAJIHC.

— OH crout Tam 1 He yxoaut! — menTana Merru, Begs Mo 3a coO0i B KOMHATY.

— Mozxer, 310 000pOTEeHBb?

—TIlepecranb! — Merru nocMoTpesia Ha Hero CTporo, XOTs MOCJIE ero IIYTKH OT CTpaxa B AyIlle He
ocTajioch U cnesa. Eil jaxe nokasajiock, 4To 3Ta cTpaHHast (purypa rnepej OKHOM e IoOMepeliach,
HO ITOTOM OHa CHOBAa IPUCTAJIbHO IIOCMOTpeEa B TEMHOTY M IpouienTaia: — Bon tam! Buanms?

Mo cMoTpes B OKHO, TIBITasiCh Pa3MIsiIeTh YTO-HUOYIb B CTPYSIX JOKAS, U MOJTYAIL.

— Pa3Be Thl He yBepsul MeHs, YTO rpabUTeNM K HAM He MOJIe3yT, OTOMY YTO KpacTh Y Hac
Heuero? — Tuxo cnpocuia Merru.

— 310 He rpadbutesib, — OTBETUI Mo, OTCTYIUB OT OKHA. Ero Mo OpU10 TaKUM CEpPbe3HBIM, UTO
cepmiie y Merru 3a06uiioch erie cuiibHee. — Moy criath, Merru, — cka3aj OH. — DTO MPUIILUTA KO MHE.

W npexne yem Merru ycriena ClpoCHTh, YTO K€ 3TO, COOCTBEHHO, 32 T'OCTb, KOTOPBIH sIBJISI-
ercst mocpenu Hour, Mo yxe u cien npoctbil. [lepermyranHasi, oHa 6pocuiIach 3a HUM CJIEIOM U
yCIbIIasa, Kak 3BsIKHYJIa ABEpHas Liernouka. Boexas B mprxoskyio, Merru yBujesna oTia, CTOsIBIIEro
riepesi OTKPBITOIN JBEPBIO.

TeMHOTa ¥ CBIPOCTh HOUM MPOHUKIIM B JIOM, U JIOK/Ib YTPOKAIOIIE 3aIyMell.

— Caxepyk, — KpUKHYJI Mo B TEMHOTY, — 3TO Tbl?

Caxepyk? YUro 3a crpanHoe uMsi? Merru He Morjia NpUroOMHUTD, CJIbIIIIAJIA JIU €0 MPEX/Ie, HO
OHO TOKA3aJI0Ch €l TAKUM 3HAKOMBIM, CJIOBHO OBbLJIO CMYTHBIM BOCIIOMHHAHHMEM U3 JTAJIEKOTO TpPO-
ILJIOTO.

3a Bephio apwia TUIINHA, HapyIlaeMasl JIMIIb HIeTOTOM A0S, ¥ Ka3aloch, YTO TO ObLT
rosioc Houu. [ToTom pa3manuck mard, ¥ U3 TEMHOTBI BO3HHUK TOT CAMBIN YEJIOBEK, UYTO BCE ITO BPeMsI
CTOsLJT Ha IBOpe. [ITMHHOE MajIbTo, MOKPOE OT JI0XK s, TPUJIMILIO K €r0 HOTraMm, M, KaK TOJIBbKO OH OKa-
3aJics Ha CBETY, Merru novyausioch, YTo HaJl €ro TIEYOM OHa YBHEJIa Ybl0-TO MOXHATYI0 MOPIOYKY,
KOTOpasi, Cropast OT JIIOOOBITCTBA, BRICYHY/IACh U3 PIOK3aKa U TYT ke HBIPHYJIA Ha3al.

Caxepyk mpoBes pyKaBOM 0 MOKPOMY JIMITY U IPOTSIHYI Mo pyKy.

— Kak tBom nena, BommeOHbIi 31k ? — cripocuit oH. — JIaBHO He BUJICITUCH.

Mo ¢ HEOXOTOil MoXaa eMy PyKy.

— OueHb J1aBHO, — CKa3aJl OH, CKOJIb3HYB B3IVISIOM 32 CITUHY TOCTS, Kak OyATO OTTYAA JAOJIKEH
OBbLIT TIOSIBUTHCS €Ille OJIMH HOYHOM mocetuTesb. — Hy, BXxoau e ckopeid, a To emie cama CmepTsb 3a
TOOOI ClIeJOM HarpsiHeT. Merru roBOpPUT, YTO THI YK€ IaBHO CTOMIIIb Ha ABOPE.
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— Merru? A, ny 1a...

Caxepyk nojjajcst Ha yroBopsl Mo u Boiiesn B goM. OH TYT ke ycTaBwicsi HA Merru u Tak
MPUCTAILHO PA3IJIS/IBIBAL €€, YTO OT CMYIICHUS IEBOUKA He 3HaJla, KyJa JeThCsl. B KOHIE KOHIIOB
OHa MPOCTO OIYCTUJIA IJ1a3a.

— OHa BBIpOCHA.

— Tol nomHwUIIIb ee?

— Hy KoHeuHo.

Merru ycnbimana, kak Mo aBak bl IOBEPHYJI KJIIOY B 3aMKeE.

— Ckosbko et net?

CaxepyK Kak-To CTPaHHO YJIbIOHYJICS. MerTu He MOIJIa MOHSITh, YIBIOAJICS JI OH HACMEIILIHBO,
CHUCXOJIUTEIHHO UJIM TTPOCTO OT CMYIIIEHUsI, ¥ IO3TOMY He YJIBIOHYJIaCh B OTBET.

— IIBeHaauarh, — oTBeTUI Mo.

— JIBenaanars? Huuero cede!

Caxepyk yOpas MOKpbie BOJIOCH co Ji6a. OHM JOCTaBaIyi eMy IOUYTH J0 Tuied. MerTH MmbiTajnach
MOHSATh, KAKOTO OHU I1BeTa. PhikeBaras ImeTHHA BOKPYT y3KUX T'y0 ObUIa TOUb-B-TOUYb KaK IIEPCTh
0e3/IOMHOI KOIIIKH, JJIsI KOTOPOH Merru WHOTAa BBICTABJISIA TIEpe/l BEPBI0 TAPETIKY C MOJIOKOM.
Penkue Bomocku, MpoOMBaBIIMECs HA €ro IeKax, CIOBHO MepBasi 0opoa y MOIpOCTKa, HE MOTJIH
CKPBITh TPU JUIMHHBIX OJIETHBIX IIpama. Ero Juiio mpou3BOAWIO BrievaTieHue, OyITO ero, Kak pas-
outyio papdopoByIO CTaTyITKY, CKJICHIN U3 KYCOUKOB.

— JIBeHaath JieT, — MOBTOPUJI OH. — Hy KOHEeuHoO, BeJlb TOoraa e OblIo. .. TpH, aa?

Mo KHBHYIIL.

— Unem, Tebe Hamo niepeoneTbcs. — Mo CHeniI yBeCTH TOCTs, OyATO XOTeJ CIpATaTh ero oT
Merru. — Hy a TbI, — 0OpaTiiicsi OH K Jiouepr He 000paynBasiCh, — UIM CaTh. — V1 OH 3aKpbLT 32
co00ii IBEpb MAaCTEPCKOM.

Merru ocranach Ha TOM e MeCTe U NIepeMUHaIach C HOTU Ha HOTY, TIbITasiCh corperhes. «aun
craTh». lHOrma Mo oOpariascs ¢ Hell Kak ¢ MEeIKOM KapTOIIKU — IIPOCTO Opocall Ha KpoBaTh, KOT/ia
OBbLIO yke OueHb MO3JHO. IHOT/Ia OH KMCKaJ ee TI0 BceMy JJOMY JI0 TeX IOp, NOKa OHA He BBHIXOIWIIA
13 CBOETo yOeKHIIa, MOKATHIBASICh CO CMeXy. A MHOT/IA OH TaK XOTeJ ClaTh, YTO, BMECTO TOI'O YTOOBI
UATU B MOCTENb, €l NMPUXOIUIIOCh TOTOBUTH eMy Kode. Ho HUKOra mpeskae oH He OTIpaBisii ee
CIIaTh TaK, Kak cenyac.

[IpenuyBcTBUE Yero-To 370BEILEro 3aKpajioch eil B aymly. Eil ka3anock, 4To BMECTe ¢ 3TUM
HE3HAKOMIIEM, HOCUBIIIM CTOJTb CTPAHHOE U B TO e BpeMsi 3HAKOMOE UMsI, B €€ KHU3Hb MpHIIUIa Oesa.
Omna oueHb coxasena o ToM, 9to Mo myctui ero B oM. Eit xotenock, utoosl Cakepyk ocTaBajics Ha
YJIUIIE IO TeX TOP, TIOKa J0XK/Ib He CMBUT OBI €ro.

Korpia nBepb B MacTepcKyio HEOKMAAHHO pacnaxHysiach, Merru B3Aporuyia.

— To1 Bee emie 31ech? — cnpocust Mo. — Unu cniath, Merru. Hy, nasaii.

Merru 3ameTnia y Hero Ha JIOy MOPIIIMHKY, KOTOpasi OSIBJISIACh TOJIBKO TOT/a, KOra OH ObLI
YeM-TO MO-HacTosImeMy ooecriokoeH. Ero B3riis ObUT HarpaBlieH MUMO Hee, Kak Oy/ITO MBICJIEHHO OH
HAaXOJUJICS COBCEM B pyroM mMecte. OT 3TOro mpeauyBCTBUE OelIbl pa3pacTasioch U yke pacrpaBsiio
CBOM YEpHBIE KPBLIbSI.

— Boironu ero, Mo! — ckazana Merru, korjia OH BTOJIKHYJI ee B KoMHaTy. — Hy, noxamyicra.
OrTmipaBs ero Tyna, OTKyza oH rnpuiiesn. 1 6owock ero.

— Tsl pocHeIbesl 3aBTpa YTPOM, a €ro yKe U clie]] mpocThll. Jlaio Tebe YecTHOe CIoBO, —
noo6eman Mo.

— YecrHoe cyioBo?

Merru npucTajibHO OCMOTpENIa EMY B I71a3a: OHa Beerja 3Hajla, korga Mo siran, gaxe eciv oH
OUEHb CTapasICsl ITOTO HE BbIIATh.

— la, yecTHOE CJI0BO, — CKa3aJl OH, HE OTBOAA IJIa3.
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OH 3aKkpbLT 32 COOOM ABEPbh, XOTS 3HAN, UTO €d 3TOro OYeHb He XOTeJOCh. Merru MpUcIOHu-
JIach YXOM K 3aMOYHOM CKBa)XKMHE M YCIIBIIIAA 3BOH MOCyabl. «A-a, Peokas Bopona cobpasicst muth
Yaid, 9T00BI COrpeThcsi. XOTh Obl OH MOMYYHJT BOCHIAJICHUE JIETKHMX», — ogymasia Merru. 1 BoBce He
00513aTeJIbHO OH JIOJDKEH OT 3TOTO Cpa3dy yMepeTh, Kak MaTh €€ YUMTEIIbHUIIBI aHTJIUHACKOTO SI3BIKA.
Merru cibiinana, Kak Ha KyXHe 3aCBUCTENT YalHUK M Kak TIOOPSKHUBAJIA MOCY/Ia Ha MIOJHOCE, KOTOPYIO
Mo Hec B MacTepCKYyIo.

BbiK/1aB U3 OCTOPOKHOCTH HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, XOTSI 3TO JaJIOCh €1 HeJIErKOo, OHa CHOBA YKpa/l-
KOH BBIIILIA B KOPUAOP.

Ha nBepu mactepckoil Bucena y3kas xecTsiHas Tabnuuka. Hagmuch Ha Helrn Merru 3Haia
Hau3ycTh. B MATH JIeT OHA Havasa yIpaKHATHCS B UTEHUH, MHITasCh pa30UpaTh CTApUHHBIE OYKBBI:

Ecmb knuzu, Komopwole HAOO MOAbKO omeeaamb,
eCcmov makue, Komopuole ayuuie 6ce2o npozaoniumno,
U utb HEMHO2UE CMOoUum pasaiicesams U nepesapuino.

B 1o Bpems1, uToOs! paciimdpoBaTh TaOINUKY, i MPUXOJUIOCh B3OUPAThCs Ha SAIIMK, a CIIOBO
«pa3keBaTh» OHA IMOHsJIA B OyKBaJIbHOM CMBICJIE, TOITOMY C OTBpallleHHeM cripocuia Mo, nouemy
MMEHHO 3TH CJI0BA OH MOBECHJI ceOe Ha JABEpb.

Tenepb-TO OHa 3HaJIa, YTO UMEJIOCh B BULY, HO €€ OoJibllie He MHTEPECOBAJIO, YTO HAITMCAHO Ha
asepu. OHa nbITaIack MOHATH TO, O YEM 3a HEW TOBOPUJIM: €Ba pa3InuMMbIe, TUXO, [IOUYTH LIENIOTOM
MIPOU3HOCUMBIE CJIOBA.

— Tel HenoouieHnBaelb ero! — ckaszan Caxepyk. Ero rosoc 61 coBcem He oxox Ha rosioc Mo.
Hu onuH rosnoc Ha cBeTe He 3Byvall TaK, Kak rojoc ee orua. — OH crenaeT Bce, YToObl 3arolyYuTh
ee! — cHoBa ckazas Cakepyk. — A «BCe» 3HAYNT «BCE», IIOBEPh MHE.

— 51 ee HUKOrAa emMy He oTaam, — orBevai Mo.

— Ho on noGepercs 1o Hee Tak win uHaye! IToBTOpsI0: OHM yKe UAYT MO TBOUM CJIEAaM.

— Ho 310 Beap yxe He B nepBblii pas. [lo cux nop MHe yaaBajaoch NpsATaTh €€ OT HUX.

— Ma? U nonro, no-tBoemy, Tebe yaacTcsi cKpblBaTbesi? A uto OyzaeT ¢ TBoeit nouyepbio? Thl ke
He coOMpaelIbCcsl MHE PAacCKa3blBaTh, Kak el HpaBUTCS nepee3karb ¢ Mecta Ha Mecto? IloBepb MHe,
51 3HAI0, O YEM I'OBOPIO.

3a ABEpBIO BAPYT CTAJIO TaK TMXO, 4TO MerTH 3araniia JpIXaHUe OT CTpaxa, YTo €€ YCJIbIIaT.

IToTom cHOBa 3aroBOpUII OTELl, HEPEIIUTENBHO, CIOBHO SI3bIK HE CITYILIAJICS €rO.

— W 4gro 1, no-TBOEMY. .. IOJKEH JeaTh?

— IMoexamu co muoi. f npuseny teds k HUM! — Jloxkka 3a3BeHena o apgopoBble CTEHKU
yanku. Kak OT4enIMBO CIbIIIHBL MaJIeHIIMe HIOPOXH B MOMHOM TeMHoTe! — Thl 3Haenb, uto Kanpu-
KOPH OY€Hb BBICOKOI'O MHEHHsI O TBOMX TaJIAHTAX, OH HEMPEMEHHO 00pajyeTcsl, €CJIU Thl CaM K HEMY
npuzeis! HoBeHbKUI, KOTOPOro OH B35J1 TeOe Ha 3aMeHY, IPOCTO TUJIETAHT.

Kanpukops. Eme onHo crpanHoe nms. Caxkepyk Tak IPOU3HEC €r0, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, OH OTKYCHUT
ceOe s3pIK. MerTH MoleBenia OKOYeHEBIIMMHU MaJIbLIAMU Ha HOTax. X0JI0/1 TpodpaJl ee 0 KOcTel, 1
OHa OblJIa YK€ He B COCTOSIHUM MOHSATh, O Y€M FOBOPUJIM 32 JIBEPBIO, TEM HE MEHEE MbITAIACh 3aII0OM-
HUTb Ka/10€ CJIOBO, KOTOPOE €l y1aBajloch pa3o0parh.

B macrepckoil cHOBa CTHXJIO.

— 4 He 3Hap... — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB cka3ai Mo. Ero ronoc 6pu1 Takum ycTasieim, uto y Merru
ckasoch cepaue. — MHe Hajo nogymarh. Kak Thl cunTaelis, Koraa ero Jioau OyayT 371ech?
— Cxkopo!

CJI0BHO KaMeHb PYXHYJIO B TUIIIMHY CJIOBO.
— Ckopo, — nosropus1 Mo. — Hy, xoporo. Toraa s penry Bce 40 3aBTpailHero yrpa. Y teos
€CTb HowIer?
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— Jla HOwler s Bcerja Haiay, — orBeTs1 Cakepyk. — § yxke Herioxo 37eCb OpUEHTUPYIOCh,
XOTsI U He YCIIEBAl0 32 BCEMU STUMU COOBITUAMU. — OH 3acMesyics, HO ero CMeX ObLIT HEBECeJbIM. —
MHe ObI XOTeJIOCh Y3HATh O TBOeM pelieHnu. Uto, eciu 51 3aBTpa cHoBa 3aiiny? K odeny.

— Hy koneuno. {1 3a6epy Merru u3 mIKossl B MOJIOBUHE BTOPOTO, a MOTOM U PUXO[IH.

Merru ycipliimana, Kak KTO-TO 3aJBUHYJ CTYJI, M ToMuasach B CBolo komHary. Korjga asepb B
MaCTepCKyI0 OTKPBLIACh, OHA €jBa yCIiesia MMBITHYTh B MOCTesb. HaTaHyB ofesio 10 nogdoposka,
OHa JieKasa M cilyllana, Kak ee orel npomaics ¢ CaxepyKkoM.

— Cnacu6o ere pa3 3a mpeayrnpexaeHue! — yciplinaaa oHa ero rojoc.

[Notom paznanuck ynansonmecs maru Caxepyka. OH 11es1 MeJIeHHO, 3aMHasiCh, OyATO eMy
BOOOIIIE HE XOTEJIOCh YXOIUTh, Oy/ITO OH CKa3aJ elle He Bce, YTO XOTell.

B KkoOHIIe KOHIIOB OH YIIIeJI, BCE CTUXJIO, U TOJBKO JOXAb MPOIOKA 6apadaHUTh MOKPHIMU
MaJIbIAMU TI0 CTEKJIY.

Korma Mo oTKpbLT 1BEph B €€ KOMHATY, OHA JiekKaJla C 3aKPhITBIMHU TJ1a3aMH U JpIIIaa Tak
Me[JIEHHO, CJIOBHO criajia ITyOOKUM MJIAICHYECKAM CHOM.

Ho mipoBectit Mo ObL10 He Tak-TO TIPOCTO.

— Merru, nokax)u-Ka MHE CBOIO HOT'Y, — CKa3aJl OH.

OHa HeXOTs BBITSIHYJIa U3-TIOJ] Ofiesiyla HOT'Y C OKOYEHEBIIMMM MajbliaMy U TOJIOKUIA ee Ha
Terylo pyky Mo.

— 4 Tak w 3Ha”N, — cka3an oH. — Thl MIMMOHMIA 32 HaMK. Thl MOXelTh XOTs Obl pa3 cAesaTh TO,
41O TeOe TOBOPSIT?

['my6oKO B3MOXHYB, OH IMOJIOKHUJ €€ HOTY TOJ TeIUIoe OfIesiylo, 3aTeM cel K Hell Ha KpoBarth,
MIPOBEJT PYKOM MO CBOEMY YCTaBIIEMY JIMILy W IIOCMOTPEJT B OKHO. Ero Bosockl ObUTH YepHBIMU Kak
cMoltb. Bosockl y Merru OblTM CBETJIBIMU, KaK y €€ MaTepH, KOTOPYI0 OHA BUjIeNa TOJBKO Ha JBYX
OmekJbIx (hoTorpadusx U 0 KOTOPOU HIUEro He 3HauIa. « Thl JOMKHA paIoBaThCs, UTO TIOXOXkKA HA Hee
Ooubilie, YeM Ha MeHs, — JIIOWI MOBTOPATh Mo. — TobKo TipejicTaBb ceOe MOIO TOJIOBY Ha JeBUYbE
[Iee, KaKk HEJEIo 3TO BIIIAAENIO Obl!»

Ho Merru xotenoch moxoquth Ha Hero. He ObUIO B MUpe Jpyroro JMia, KOTopoe OHa JIoOuIa
OBl CHJTbHEE.

— 41 Bce paBHO He TIOHSJIA, O YeM Bbl TOBOPHJIH, — IIPOOOPMOTAJIa OHA.

— Xoporo.

Mo ycraBuiicst Ha OKHO, cJIOBHO Cakepyk Bce ellie CTosu1 Ha ABope. [ToToM oH BcTast v roforiesn
K JIBepH.

— Ilocrapaiics erie HEMHOTO NIOCHATh, — CKa3aJl OH.

Ho Merru He xotena cnatb.

— Caxepyk! Uto 310 32 MMs Takoe? — cripocuiia oHa. — M mouemy oH Ha3biBas TeOst BoseOnbiii
S3bIK?

Mo HUYEro He OTBETHIL.

— A TOT, 4TO TeOs pa3biCKUBaeT... f ciplmana, kak Caxepyk roBopui 00 3ToM. .. KarnmpukopH.
Kro 310?

— HuxkTo 13 Tex, koro Tede cieqoBaio Obl 3HaTh. — MO MOBEPHYJICS. — A 5I-TO yMaJl, Tl HIYETO
He pa3zoOpaia B Haiem pasroBope. Jlo 3aBTpa, Merru.

Ha sToT pa3 on ocraBui 1epb OTKpbITON. CBET U3 KOpUa0pa rajaai eil Ha Kpoarh. OH poH3as
TEMHOTY HOYH, ITPOHMKABIIIYI0 B KOMHATY 4epe3 OKHO, 1 Merru Jiexana v kJaja, Koraa pacceercs
ThbMa, & BMeCTe C Hell U TTPeIyBCTBUE OC/IbI.

[Mo3xe oHa y3Hasa, uyTo Oe/ia MOoSBUIIACH HA CBET HEe TOW HOYBIO. 3aJI0JIT0 IO Hee OHA YiKe TOJI-
*ujana Merru, NpuUTauBIIMCh B YKPOMHOM MECTEUKe.
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TanHbl

— A uem e 3aHUMaIOmCcs MU Oemu, Ko2od PsOOM Hem KHUNCEK CO
ckazkamu? — cnpocun Hagpmanu.

H Pe6 3ebyayn omeemun:

— Um npuxodumcesi ¢ amum cmupsimocsi. Kuuowcku co ckazkamu —smo He
xne6. Mooicro u 6e3 Hux npoxcums.

— A 51 6b1 He cmoe, — ckazan Hagopmanu.
H. b. Bunzep. Cxazounux Hagpmanau u e2o xonuwv Cyc

Merru npocHyach ¢ IEPBBIMU JIydamu cojTHIA. Han nonsimu GniejHeNna Houb, CJIOBHO JIOXKIb
BBICTUPAJI KaliMy €€ IulaThs. Yackl MOKa3blBaIM OKOJIO MATU. OHa yxke XoTeja MepeBEpHYThCS Ha
Apyrow OOK U CIaTh JaJibllie, KaK BJIPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO B KOMHATE KTO-TO €CTh. McmyraBmmch,
OHa ceJia B IOCTeM U yBuaeaa Mo, CTOSIBLLIEro nepej ee IIaTsHbIM IKahOoM.

— IoGpoe yTpo! — ckazai OH, YKJIajbiBas ee JIIOOUMBII CBUTEp B YeMofaH. — M3BuHU, 1 3HAIO,
YTO celyac OYeHb PaHO, HO HaM HYKHO yeXaTh Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMs. byaens Kakao Ha 3aBTpak?

Merru coHHO KvBHY/A. [ITHIIBI 32 OKHOM mIeOeTaji Tak I'POMKO, OyATO MPOCHYJIUCH YXKe
HECKOJIbKO YacoB Hazas,.

Mo MoJIOKHMIT B UeMOJIaH ee OPIOKHU |, 3aKPbIB €ro, TIOHEC K IBEPH.

— Hanenpb uto-HuOyab moTerien, — ckazas oH. — Ha yiuiie mpoxJiiaaHo.

— Kyna mbi egem? — cipocunia Merru, Ho Mo B KOMHate yxke He ObLIO.

Merru pactepsiHHO IocMoTpesa B okHO. OHa ymalia, 4To HelpeMEeHHO YBUIUT TaM Cakepyka,
HO JIMIIb YE€PHBIM APO3[ MPbIrajl TaM MO MOKPBIM OT J0kASA KaMHSAM. Merru HatrsiHy/1a IUTaHbl U
noOpea Ha KyXHI0. B Kopuaope cTosiyin jBa yeMoiaHa, IOpoXkHast CYMKa U SIIUK C MHCTPYMEHTaMU
Mo.

Ee oter1 cuzen 3a cTosioM 1 Hama3bIBaJI Maclio Ha XJied — MpoBUaHT B opory. Koraa ona Bomuia
B KYXHIO, OH OKWHYJI €€ B3[JISIZIOM M CJIeTKa YJIBIOHYJICS, HO Merru cMoTpesia Ha Hero Tak MPUCTaJIbHO,
YTO OH 3a0€CIOKOMJICH.

— MbI He MOXeM BOT Tak yexarb, Mo! — cka3zasia oHa. — KaHUKyJIbl y MEHsI HAUMHAIOTCS TOJIBKO
yepe3 Heaeso!

— Hy 1 ut0? Y:ke He B IepBbIi pa3 HaM MPUXOAMUTCS Ye3kKaTh U3-3a BAXKHOTO 3aKa3a, HECMOTPS
Ha TO YTO TeOe HYKHO B IIKOIY.

OH 6bu1 mpaB. [logoOHOE MPOUCXOOWIO OYEHb YacTO: BCErya, KOrga KakoMy-HUOY/Ib aHTH-
KBapy, KOJUICKIIOHEPY WM OMOINOTEKe TPeOOBAJICS TeperuieTyrK 1 Mo ToyJas 3aKka3 OTYMCTUTh
LIEHHbIE CTAPUHHBIE KHUTW OT TUIECEHW U MbUIM WIM 3aHOBO MEPEIUIECTU UX. MerTu cuuTalia, 4ro
Ha3BaHUE «IEPEIUIETYMK» BMEIAIO B ce0s He Bce, YeM 3aHuMalicsi Mo, TI03TOMY HECKOJIBKO JIeT
Ha3a/l OHa CMacTepusia TabJIMUKY J1JIsl er0 MAaCTEPCKOM, Ha KOTopoii Hanucana: «Moprumep ®omnxaprt,
KHIKHBIN JieKapb». Y 3TOT KHUKHBIN JIeKaph HUKOTA He e3/1WJ1 K MarreHTaM 0e3 cBoeit foyepu. Tak
ObLIO M OyJeT Bceraa, U He BaXKHO, YTO TOBOPWJIM IO STOMY MOBOAY yuuTess Merru.

— Kak Hacuer BeTpssHku? He omMHIO, S KCNIOJIB30BaJIa YKE 3Ty OTTOBOPKY?

— B nponueiii pa3. Korga Mel e31ui K TOMy IPOTUBHOMY THITY ¢ BruOmusvu.

Merru He cBoguna a3 ¢ Mo.

— Mo? Ml ye3xkaeM u3-3a... CErOgHANIHEN HOUm ?

Ha MraoBenue eii mokasanoch, YT0 OH TOTOB €l Bce paccKas3arh, BCe, UTO TOJIBKO MOXKHO ObLIO
pacckazatb. Ho OH Jiuiib mokavas rojoBoi.

— Yenyxa! HeT, KoHEUHO! — cKa3aJl OH U TIOJIOKWJT TTPUTOTOBJIEHHBIE OyTepOpOIbl B MOJTUITU-
JICHOBBIM MAKeT. — Y TBOEW MaMbl €cTh TeTsd. Terss DauHop. Mbl e30uIM K HeM B TOCTH, KOTrJa Thl
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ObL1a coBceM MaJieHbKOH. OHa JaBHO yike MPOCHJIa MEHsI PUBECTHU B TIOPSAJOK ee KHUru. OHa KUBET
Ha Oepery ogHoro o3epa Ha ceBepe Ttanuum — Bce BpeMs 3a0bIBalo, Kak OHO Ha3blBaeTcsl. TaM oveHb
KpacuBo. [lopora Tyna 3aiiMeT He OOJIbIIIe MEeCTH-CEMU YacOB.

OH roBopwI, HE MOHUMAS IJ1a3.

«[Touemy 3TO CTyYnIIOCh IMEHHO cefvyac?» — xortena crpocuTh Merru. Ho Bompoc 3T1oT Tak
1 OocTaJicsl He3aaHHbIM. Kak 1 TOT, He 3a0bUT JIU OH O CErOHSIIHEN BCTpeve BO BTOPOU MOJIOBUHE
ansi. OHa yepecuyp 0osis1ach OTBETOB U TOTO, YTO MO CHOBa CKaKeT el HerpaBy.

— OHa Takasi xe CTpaHHasi, Kak U OCTaJIbHble? — cripocuiia Merru.

OHu He pa3 HaBellaM CBOMX POJCTBEHHUKOB. MHOrOUMCIIEHHAst pOAHS, KaK C €ro CTOPOHBI,
TaK ¥ CO CTOPOHBI MaTepu Merru, Oblia pa30pocaHa, Ka3ayioch, 1Mo Bcedt EBporie.

Mo ynbIOHYIICA.

— Jla, OHa HECKOJIbKO CTPaHHOBATA, HO ThI C HEH MOAPYKUIIbCA. Y Hee MOUCTHHE 3aMevaTeib-
HBIC KHUTH.

— W naymonro mbl ye:xaem?

— Bpsin i1 MBI CKOPO BepHEMCS Ha3ajl.

Merru rioTHyIa Kakao. Hanutok ObUT TAKMM TOPSYMM, YTO OHA OOOXKIJIA TYObl 1 MTHOBEHHO
MIPUJIOKUIIA KO PTY XOJOAHBINA HOXK.

Mo 3a1BHHYII CTYIL

— MHe elrie Hy’KHO yIakoBaTh KOE-4TO B MacCTePCKOM, — CKa3asl OH, — HO 51 OBICTPO CITPABIIIOCh.
TeGe, HaBepHOE, OUEHb XOUETCsI CIaTh, Thl CMOXEIIb IOTOM BBICTIAThCSI B aBTOOYCE.

Merru TONBKO KMBHYJIA U IOCMOTpEJIa B OKHO. YTpo ObUI0 cepbiM. Haz monsiMu, 3a KOTOpBIMU
B3JbIMAJIMCh XOJIMBI, BUCEJ TyMaH, 1 MerTu Ka3auoch, 4To 3a CTBOJIAMU JIEPEBbEB MPSIUyTCS] HOUHBIE
TEHHU.

— Vioxw ey ¥ BO3bMH € COO0U KHHUTH! — KPUKHYJI U3 Kopuaopa Mo.

Kaxk Oyaro ona sToro HuKorjaa He jaenana. Heckonbko JieT Ha3aa OH cMacTepuJI e SIIUK ISt
KHUT, KOTOPbII OHA MOIJ1a Opath ¢ cOO0M BO BCe MOE3/IKU. «Bcerna XopoIo UMeTh ¢ coO0i JIIoOUMBbIe
KHHUTH, OCOOEHHO BJIAJIA OT JIOMa», — 0O nmoBropsATh Mo. OH cam Bceraa Opait ¢ co0oi OKOJIo
TIOKVUHBI KHUT.

Mo NOKpBLUT SIIIMK KPACHBIM JIAKOM, SIPKUM, KaK MakK, JTIOOMMBIA IBETOK Merru. Mak MOkHO
ObLIO 3aCYIIMTh MEXIy KHWKHBIMU CTPAHUIIAMH, a TIECTUK MPY HAJIABIMBAHUM OCTABIISUT HA KOXKE
cien B popme 3Be3abl. Ha kpeiiiike Mo BbiBen KpacuBbiMu OykBamu «CyHIydok Merru», a BHYyTpU
00w ero OrecTsiel yepHoit Tadproit. Ho pasrisaers TkaHb ObUIO TOYTH HEBO3MOKHO, IIOTOMY YTO Y
Merru GbLJI0 MHOTO JTIOOMMBIX KHHT. V1 KK Ibli pa3 1ocie 04epeHON MOE3/IKH B SIIIUKE CTAHOBHIIOCH
Ha OJIHY KHUTY OOJIbIIIe.

— Ecnu ThI BO3bMEIIIb B IOPOTY KHHTY, — CKa3asl el Mo, MOJIOKKB MEPBYIO KHUTY B €€ CYHILy-
YOK, — TO MIPOU30MIET HEUTO yIUBHUTENIbHOS: KHUTA HAYHET COOMpPAaTh TBOM BOCIIOMUHAHMS. [1o3xke
TeOe HyKHO OyJeT TOJBKO OTKPBITh €€, YTOObl OKa3aThCsl TaM, IJie Thl YMTaja e€e B MEPBBI pas.
HavanbHble CTPOKM KHUTY BO3BPATST TeOsI HA3a/1: THl yBUAMIIIb BCE, UTO TeOsI OKPYKaJIO, TOTyBCTBY-
elllb 3HAKOMBIE 3arlaxu, OIIyTHUIIb BKYC MOPOKEHOT0, KOTopoe ena. .. [loBepb MHe, KHUTY MOIOOHBI
numydke. HIuTo He coxpaHsieT Haly BOCIIOMUHAHMS JTyYIlle KHUKHBIX CTPAHMII.

Bo3morkHo, on 011 TpaB. Ho Merru Gpaia ¢ codoil KHUTH B JOPOTY MO JIpyroit npuunHe. Ha
qy;KOMHE OHU ObLIU €€ IOMOM, OJTM3KUMH JPY3bsIMH, KOTOPbIe HUKOT/IA C Hell He CIIOPUJIU, MYIPBIMH,
OTBaKHBIMHU, MOTYILIECTBEHHBIMH JIPY3bsIMHU, TOBUIABIIMMHI MHOTOE Ha CBOEM BEKY M IIPOIIEIIINMU
yepe3 ThICSAYY UCTIbITaHuiA. KHuru odoapsim ee, Korjaa el OblIo pyCTHO, M IPOTOHSUIM CKYKY, MOKa
Mo 3aHOBO MOJAIIMBA CTapble CTPAHMIIBI, OOBETIIABIINE OT BpEMEHH ¥ IPUKOCHOBEHUI OecuncieH-
HBIX MaJIbIIEB.

Hekotopble KHUIM OTIPABISUIUCh C HEH B IMyTEHIECTBUE BCErIa, JPyrue OCTaBaJMCh JIOMA,
MOTOMY 4TO JIMOO HE COBIMAJAIH C IEJIbI0 MOE3KH, JTMO0 3aHUMAJIM MECTO HOBBIX, €Ille He M3BECTHBIX
WCTOPUI.
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Merru nornaauia okpyrisle Kopemkd. Kakue ucropum B3siTh ¢ coboi Ha 3T0T paz? Kakue
MIOMOT'YT €M CITPaBUTBLCS CO CTPAXOM, KOTOPBIN MPOHUK B UX JOM BYepa HOUbl0? «MoxeT ObITh, CTO-
WJIO B3AITh KHUTY, B KOTOPOH paccka3blBaeTcsi O BpaHbe?» — nogymana Merru. Benp Mo Bpan eii.
OH Bpas, XOTs 3HaJI, YTO OHA 3amMevasia 10 €ro HOCy, KOrja OH TOBOPUT HemnpaBay. «IIMHOKKKHO?»
— nogymana Merru. Her. Yepecuyp xyTtkasd ucropus. M rpycrHasa k Tomy xe. HykHO B34Tb HEUTO
3axBaThIBAIOIIEE, YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO CIIOCOOHO M3THATh U3 TOJIOBBI BCE TPEBOKHBIE MBICIU. Beabmbl,
touHo! Hy koHeuHo BenpMbl. JIbichie BebMBI, MpeBpamianime aereid B mbieid. M Opucceit ¢
[UKJIonaMu U BosmeOHuten [yprieeii, oopatuBiieli BOMHOB B CBUHEH. UTO MOXkeT ObITh OmacHeu
ero miaBaHus? Yk HaBepHsSIKa He MX MOe3/IKa.

CreBa CTOSUTM KHMKKM C KQpTHMHKaMH, 10 KOTOpbIM Merru yumiack untath. Eil ObUto TOrAa
TISATh JIET, U CJIe/Ibl €€ KPOIIEYHBIX MaJbYMKOB ObUIM BCE ellle 3aMETHBI Ha X CTPaHUIIaX. A Ha CAMOM
IHE SIUKa OHA CIIpsTaja KHUTH, KOTOpble CMacTepwyia CBOMMM pykamu. Henemo Hamponer oHa
BbIpE3aJjia, KJIenia, pUcoBasia HOBble KAPTUHKH, TIOJl KOTOPhIMHM MO mucal, 4To Ha HUX N300pakeHo:
«AHnren co cuactmBbiM oM. Ot Merru 1151 Mo». CBoe UMs OHa Mucaia cama, B TO BpeMsl OHa
BCerja MpoIycKaia ofHy OyKBY «I». Merru mocMoTpea Ha HeyKJIokue OyKBBI U TIOJIOXKUJIA KHUTY
Ha3aJ1 B CyHAy4OK. M koHeuHo, Mo romorait ey neperuierars camojie/ibHbie KHUru. OH 00J1eKas ux B
OfIe)K Ay U3 SPKOH pa3HOLBETHOW Oymaru. [Ijisi Ipyrux KHUT OH Mojapui Merru rnevars ¢ ee IMEeHeM
¥ TOJIOBOW €JMHOPOTa, OTTHCK KOTOPOM MOXKHO OBUIO HAWTH Ha TIEPBOM CTPAHUIIE KaK/IOW €€ KHUTH.
WHorna ona Gpaja a5 3TOM LIeJId KpacHble YepHIJIA, MHOTJa YepHbIE — B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT HAaCTpOe-
Hust. Ho Mo Hukorja He uuTait el kKuuru Beayx. Hu pasy.

OH nopOpackiBan ee BBepX, caxall K cebe Ha TUIeuH, MOKa3biBajl, Kak MACTEPHUTh 3aKJIAAKH U3
nepbeB uepHoro aposzaa. Ho Beiyx oH HuKoraa e He unTai. Hu pasy, Hu OfHOTO CJIOBa, XOTs OHa
YaCTEHbKO KJlala KHUTH eMy Ha KosieHd. [Tostomy Merru npuiioch caMoil HayYUThCsl YMTaTh U
OTKpPbIBaTh CYHIYYOK. . .

Merru Bcrana.

B cynnyuxke 6b110 erie HeMHOTO Mecta. Moxet ObITh, y MO ecTh Kakasi-HUOyIb HOBast KHIIKKA,
KOTOPYIO OHa MOTJIa ObI B3SITh C COOOM, Kakass-HUOYIb OCOOEHHO TOJICTasl, OCOOCHHO UHTEepPECHAS. . .

JIBepb ero MacTepcKoi Obliia 3aKpHITA.

— Mo!

Merru HaiaBiIa Ha IBEpHYIO pyuKy. JJTMHHBIN pabouuii cTon ObUT MpuOpaH — Ha HeM He ObLIO
HU Mevateid, Hu Hoxell. Mo, BEpOsTHO, ke Bce yrmakoBasl. MoxeT ObITh, OH BOBCE He Bpasi?

Merru Boluia B MacTepCKylo M OCMOTpesach. [IBeph B 30JI0TYI0 KOMHATy Obljla OTKpHITA.
Boo01ie-To 31a KOMHATa OblJIa HE YEM MHBIM, KaK OOBIKHOBEHHOM KJIAJOBKOM, HO Merru Ha3blBaja
€€ UMEHHO TaK, IOTOMY UTO OTELl XPaHWJI B HEVl CBOM LIEHHbIE MaTepHasIbl: TOHUAMIIYIO KOKY, Aparo-
LIEHHEWIIIMe TKaHU, MPaMOpPHYIO Oymary, e4ary, KOTOPbIMA MOKHO OBUIO JeJaTh 30JI0Thle OTTUCKH
Ha MSATKOH KOXe... Merru nmpoThcHyJIa roJIoBy B OTKPBITYIO IBEPh M yBHEa, Kak Mo 3aBopaunBa
KaKyl0-TO KHUTY B yIIakoBOUHYI0 Oymary. OHa He Oblia 04eHb OO0JIbIIoN niu Toactoi. CUIbHO noTpe-
TIAHHBIN CBETJIO-3eJIeHBIN TKaHBI TeperuieT — Oonbiie Merrr HU4ero He CMOIJIa YBUAETh, TTOTOMY
4yT0 Mo, 3aMeTUB €€, TYT Ke CIPSTal KHUTY 3a CIIHHY.

— YTO THI TYT J1€N1aelllb? — CIIPOCHII OH.

—4... — Ot ucnyra Merru He 3Hasia, YTO OTBETUTb, TAKUM MPAYHBIM OBLIO BBIpKEHHE €rO
una. — § XxoTenaa TONBKO CHPOCUTh, HE HAWAETCS JIM Y TeOsI KakoH-HUOYIb KHUTH TSl MeHs... Bee
KHHUI'M B CBOEW KOMHATE 51 yke IPOYUTAIA. . .

Mo nipoBest pyKo# 1o JIuLy.

— Hy xoneuno. Yro-HuOyp s yK TOUHO HaiIy, — CKa3aj OH, HO IJ1a3a €r0 FOBOPUJIN: « YXOMIH.
Vxomm». A 3a ero ciHOM Imypiraja yrnakoBouHasi Oymara. — f ceituac k Tebe nmpuy, — cKa3a OH. —
S1 TONBKO yMakyio eie Koe-4To, XOpoIo?
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Cpa3y mocJie 3Toro OH IMpUHEC €l TPU KHUTH, HO TOM, KOTOPYIO OH 3aBEPHYJI B YITAKOBOYHYIO
Oymary, cpeid HUX He ObLIO.

Yepes yac oHM BbIHECH Belly BO 1BOp. OKa3aBIIKCh Ha yiuile, Merru crajia 3amep3arb. YTpo
OBLJIO TAKUM K€ XOJIOHBIM, KaK JI0X/b HAaKaHyHe, ¥ COJIHIIE OJJMTHOKO BUCEJIO HaJl TOPU30HTOM OJ1e/1-
HBIM TISITHOM, CJIOBHO MOTEPsIHHASI KEM-TO MOHETKA.

Borbinie roja OHM KU HA CTapOM JBOpe. Merru moouia Byl Ha OKPYXKaIOIIHe XOJIMBI, JIACTOY-
KUHBI THE3/1a MOJ] KPBIIIEH, BHICOXIITNI KOJIOZEL, 3USIOIIUI CBOEH YePHOTOM TaK, CJIOBHO JOCTaBal /10
caMoro cepria 3eMiid. XOTsI B OTPOMHOM JJOMe ObLTM CKBO3HSIKH, & B ITyCTOBABIIMX KOMHATAX TIPsI-
TJIUCh TOJICTHIE TIAyKH, TUIaTa 32 Hero Oblla yMEpeHHO!, Aa ¥ Mo XBaTaio MecTa JiJIs KHUT U MacTep-
ckoil. Kpome Toro, psiqioM ¢ JOMOM HaXOIWJIUCh KyPSATHUK U capaid, B KOTOPOM Telepb MPOIUcaIcs
UX aBTOOYC, XOTs el ObUTO OBl OOJIBIIIE TIO AYIIIE, eCJIM Obl €r0 MECTO 3aHSUTH KOPOBBI WJTU JIOITIATH.

— Kopos Hazio nqouts, Merru, — ckazan eit Mo, Korjia oHa Kak-To pa3 MpejioKuia eMy 3aBeCTH
x0Ts1 OBl 1Be UM TpH. — PaHO-pano yrpom. U Tak Kaxaplid IeHb.

— A Kak Hacyer Jomaau? — cnpocuia oHa. — [Jaxe y Ilenmu JIMHHBIIYYIOK €CThb JIOIIAlb, U
0e3 KOHIOIITHU.

Omna moruia Obl BIIOJIHE JIOBOJILCTBOBATLCS M MIAPO KYPOUEK WK KO30M, HO Ml UX HYKHO OBLIO
KOPMHTh KaX[IbIi IeHb, a OHHM TIOONTY ObIBAIM B pa3besfax. [loatomy Merru ocraBanach TOJBKO
pbIKasi KOIIKa, KOTOpas BpeMs OT BpEMEHHU IMPOKPaIbIBAJIACh B JIOM, KOTJIa ycTaBajia OT OeCKOHed-
HBIX CKJIOK C cOOaKaMM Ha COCEJICKOM JiBope. JKUBIIMI TaM BOPWIMBBIA CTAPBIN KPECThSHUH ObLI
UX €IMHCTBEHHBIM cocelioM. MIHorma ero coOaku BBUTM TaK KaJOOHO, UTO €i MPUXOIUIOCH 3aThl-
Katp ymu. JIo coceiHelt nepeBHu, B KOTOpyIo Merru xonuia B MIKOJTY Y I/ *KUIU ABE e TOAPYTH,
HYXHO OBLJIO €XaTh Ha BeJIOCHIIe/Ie JBa/IIaTh MUHYT, HO Mo darie Bcero OTBO3WII ee Tyla Ha aBTO-
Oyce, IOTOMY UTO y3Kasi 0pora, BAOJIb KOTOPOM He ObIJI0 HUYETro, KpoMe TOJIeH M TEMHBIX JIePEBbEB,
Obl1a coBceM Oe3ToHAS.

— Boxe, uto ke bl Tyga Hanuxana? Kupnuun? — cnpocun Mo, BeiHOCS cyHIy4oKk Merru u3
JoMa.

— Tsl Betb camM TOBOPHIIIb: KHUTY JAOJKHBI OBITh TSKEIBIMU, IOTOMY YTO B HUX CIIPSITaH BECh
MHp, — oTBeTWIa Merru, 1 Mo BIiEpBbIE 32 3TO YTPO PACCMESLICS.

ABTOOYC, CTOSIBIINI B MTYCTOBABILIEM capae U MOXOKHUI Ha TIECTPOro HEYKJTIOKETO 3Bepsi, ObLT
st Merru posiHee BCex JIOMOB, B KOTOPBIX OHM Korna-an0o xuid. Hurae u HuKorga oHa He cnajia
TaK KPEeIKo, Kak Ha KpoBaTH, KOTopylo Mo cmactepu B aBToOyce. KoHeuHo, B HeM ObLIM U CTOJI, U
KYXOHbKQ, M CKaMe¥Ka, 10jl KOTOPOW CTOIKAMHU JIEKaJIW ITyTEBOJUTENH, TOPOKHBIE KapThl, 3aTepPThie
3aIMCHBbIE KHUKKH, MOSIBJISIBILIMECS TaM U3 HUOTKY/A.

Ha, Merru mo6uina cBoi aBToOyc, HO B TO YTPO OHA TaK U HE PEIIuIach 3a0paThCs B HETO.
Koraa Mo mnozomien K oMy, 4ToObI 3aKPBITh ABEPb, €i1 MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA YK€ OOJIbIIe HUKOTAA
HE BepHETCs CI0ofa, UTO 3Ta Moe3ka OyJeT He MoXoXka HU Ha OJHY MPEKHIO, YTO OHU OYIyT exaTh
BCE JIaJIbIIIe U JaJiblIie OTCIONIA, Criacasich OEITCTBOM OT YEro-To, YTO He MMesto Ha3BaHwMsl. [1o kpaiineit
Mepe, 1715 Hee.

— Wtak, Ha 1or! — ckazas Mo, xBartasich 3a pyJib.

Bot Tak OoHM M yexayu, HU C KEM He MOMNPOIIABIIUCH, XOJIOIHBIM YTPOM, KOIZa 3eMJsl elle
raxJa J0K/IeM.

Ay BopoT ux yxe nomkuaain Caxepyk.
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Ha ror

3a Jpemyuum Jlecom — Beavuii Ceem, a 3mo yoice Hu meosi, HU MeHsL He
kacaemcsi. A mam nuxoeoa ne 6vln u HUK020a He OYydy, U Mol MAM HUK020A He
OyOeuts, ecau 8 mebe ecmb XOMb KANeavkad 30pagozo CMbICAA.
K. I'pam. Bemep 6 usax!

Y Merru Obuta Urpa: Kperko 3akKMypHB I71a3a, OHa MBICIEHHO TO YAAJIsia, TO MpUOIMKaIa
orpajy C pKaBbIMH METISIMA Ha BOPOTaX, YTOOBI ellle YeT4e MPeICTaBUTh ceOe TUTpa C KENTHIMU
SIHTAPHBIMU TJ1a3aMH, KOTOPBIN CHJIEN B 3apociisix 6amOyKa y caMoro MOAHOKUS CTEeHbI. A Tenepb Ha
nopore 3a orpajioi crosu Caxepyk.

Ot onHoro ero Bujaa cepaue Merru Hadano KoJaoTUThCS. OH MOSBWICS TaK HEOKUIAHHO, B
OJIHOM CBHUTEpE, JpoXka 1 00XBaTHB ceOsl pyKamH, MbITasich corperbesi. [lanbro ero, HaBepHo, ere
ObLIIO MOKPBIM OT JIOXK[S, HO €r0 OTHEHHO-PBIKKE BOJIOCH! YK€ BBICOXJIA — OHHM TOTOPIIMINCH HAJl
UCTICIIPEHHBIM IpaMaMU JIULOM.

Y Mo BrIpBajioch pokJisiTie. OH 3arTyIvI MOTOP U BbIes U3 aBTodyca. Caxkepyk yablOHyICs
CBOEH CTpaHHOM YJBIOKOU 1 TIPUCTIOHIIICS K Orpajie.

— U kyna xe bl coOpaicsi, Bommeonsiii A3bIk? — crpocuit oH. — Tl uTO, 3a0bLT MPO HAII
yroBop? OnuH pa3 Tl MEH$ yXke MPOBEJ, IOMHUIIIb?

— Thl 3Haemb, noyemy s TOPOILTIOCh, — OTBETUI Mo. — Ilo Toii ke camoil mpuyMHe, YTO U B
MIPOILLIbII pas.

OH Bce elre CTOsUT Y OTKPBITOM JIBEPIIbI MAIIMHBI, €0 TeJIO HAMPSAIIOCh, Kak OyATO OH HE MOT
noxaathes, koraa Caxepyk HaKOHel] YIIET ¢ JOPOT!.

Ho ToT Ben ceOs Tak, CJIOBHO He 3amMevast HeteprieHust Mo.

— Mory s 3Hath, KyJa Thl €[elllb? — CIIPOCHJI OH. — B MpoNuIbIil pa3 MHE NPUILIOCh UCKAaTh
TeOs 1eNbIX YeThipe roga. M ecnu Obl MHE HEMHOXKO TOBE3JIO, TO si Obl CMOT' ONEPeaUTh JIIoAIEH
Kampukopna.

IMocmoTpeB Ha Merru, oH BpaxaeOHO yctaBuiics Ha Mo.

Mo nomosyain, npex/je 4em JaTh OTBET.

— KarpukopH Ha ceBepe, — cKka3ai oH HakoHell. — [Toatomy Mbl enemM Ha 1or. Vi oH 060cHO-
BaJICA IIe-To ere”?

Caxxepyk MOCMOTpEJT Ha yXOASIIYIO BB yIuIy. B BBIOOMHAX MoOnecKruBaia JoxaeBast Boa.

— Her, Het! — cka3ain on. — Her, oH Bce ele Ha ceBepe. Tak roBopsiT. A TBOe pellieHHe He 1aTh
eMy TO, YTO OH MIIET, BRIHYKAAeT MEHs TOXKe HeMEIUIEHHO OTIPABHUThCS Ha for. Bumur 6or, s Obl
HE XOTeJ pasriamark TaiHsl mofasm KanpukopHa. Eciy Obl BBl MEHsI HEMHOTO TIOIBE3NH. .. S yxe
roToB B Jjopory!

Oobe cyMKH, KOTOpbIE OH BBITAIIIJI M3-32 OTPa/Ibl, BRITJISIIEH TaK, OYATO yKe JeCATOK pa3 000-
rHy/M 3eMHOU 1map. KpoMe HUX U prok3aka 3a criuHoi, y Caxepyka HUYero He ObLo.

Merru cxana ryosl. «Her, Mo, — gmymana oHa, — HeT, Mbl He BO3bMeM ero ¢ coOoi!» Ho et
HYXKHO OBUIO BCETO JIMIIIb B3MJISIHYTh Ha OTIA, YTOOBI OHSTH, YTO €r0 OTBET OyJET COBCEM JPYTUM.

— Hy xke! — ckazan Caxepyk. — Uro MHe pacckazaThb Joasm KarpukopHa, eciyu oHU Bee-Taku
0OBEIyT MEeHsI BOKPYT Masiblia?

Ero notepsiHHBIN BU Jes1all ero MoxXoXuM Ha Oe3/10MHyIo codaky. M kak Hu crapanack Merru
HalTU B HEM CJIEJIbl YETrO-TO 3JIOBEILEro, OHA TaK U HE CMOIVIA 3TO C/IENATh.

! IlepeBon M. TokmakoBOI1.
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— IloBepp, 51 HEAOATO CMOTY CKPbIBAaTh OT HUX TO, YTO BUAEN TeOs1, — nmpogomkan Caxepyk. —
N nortom... — OH 3agymManics Ha MTHOBEHME, MPEk/Ie YeM 3aKOHUMTb MbIC/Ib: — Thl BCe elie Mou
IOJIKHUK, Tak BeIb?

Mo onyctui rosioBy. Merru 3aMeTnia, Kak ero pyka CylopoxHO Ckajla ABEpIly aBToOyca.

— Hy, eciii Ha 3TO Tak MOCMOTPETh, — CKa3asl OH, — 4, 51 TBOW JAOJIKHUK.

Ha n3pe3annom mpamamu sune Caxepyka oTpasuiochk oonerdenue. OH Toryac HaOpOCcHI Ha
TUIEYH PIOK3aK U TIOJOIIEN CO CBOUMH CYMKaMH K aBTOOYCY.

— Ionoxaute, — 3akpuyana Merru, koraa Mo yxe 6110 codpascst nomoub Caxepyky ¢ cyM-
Kamu. — Eciii oH moezieT ¢ Hamu, TO s Xouy 3HaTh, OT KOro Mbl 6exuM. Ko takoit stor Kanpukoph?

Mo noBepHyJICcs Ha MeCTe.

— Merru... — Hayas OH XOPOILIO 3HAKOMBIM TOHOM, TOBOPSIIMM: «MerTH, oMU ke HaKOHEll.
Merru, He IPUTBOPSICS».

Omna oTKpbLIa ABEpIly aBTOOyCa U BHIIPHITHYJIA.

— Merru, yept Bo3bmu! Csib B aBToOyc. Ham yxe mopa!

— 51 BepHYCB TOJIBKO TOI/Ia, KOrJja Thl OTBETULIIb MHE Ha 3TU BOIIPOCHI.

Mo noforien K Hefl, HO Merru npoIIMbITHY/IA Y HEro Mek/1y pyKamH U BbIOeXkasa 3a BOpoTa
Ha JIopory.

— IloueMy Tl MHE HMUYETO HE TOBOPUIIIL? — KpUyajia OHa.

Hopora BuirsAaena 3a0poiieHHoN. BeceHHU# Betep Jlackasl Juiio Merru U myMen JIMCTBOU
JIATIBI, CTOSIBINIEW HenonaieKy. HeGo ObLIo Bee elrie TYCKJIBIM U CEPbIM, CIIOBHO HE XOTEJIO CBETIIETb.

— 4 xouy 3HaTh, YTO Hpoucxoaut! — Kpuyasa Merru. — 5 xouy 3HaTh, NOYEMY MbI BCTAIU
CEroJHs B [ATh yTpa U [OYEMY s HE U]y B LIKOJY. Sl Xouy 3HaTh, BEpPHEMCS JIM MBI Ha3a/1 U KTO TaKOW
KanpukopH!

VYenpimap 310 uMs, Mo orsiencsi, CJIOBHO TOT, KOro oHu ¢ CaxepykoM Tak OOSUIHCh, MOT
BBIMTH U3 ITYCTOTO capasi Tak ke HEOXKUJaHHO, Kak cam Caxepyk, NosiBUBIIMIACS y orpaasl. Ho 1Bop
ObLT IyCT, a Merru nepenoHsijia Takast spocTb, 4TO el ObUIO He o cTpaxoB. Tem Oonee uTo OHA He
3HaJ1a O HEM HUYEro, KpoMe UMEeHH.

— ThI 5xe MHE Bcerja Bce pacckasbiBajl! — KpuKHYJIa oHa oTiry. — Beergal!

Ho Mo momuann.

— CekpeThl ecTb y BceX, Merru, — HakoHel] cka3an oH. — Ceiiyac e caguch B aBTro0yc. Ham
nopa.

Caxepyk IMpUCTaIbHO HaOMIOOAN 32 MPOMCXOASIINM, TiepeBos B3risia ¢ Mo Ha Merru.

— ToI el HUYero He pacckazai? — menorom crpocus Caxepyk.

Mo nokayai ronoBox.

— Ho uT0-TO THI K€ 10/KeH el paccka3ath! Eif MoXkeT yrpoxaTh OMacHOCTh, €CJIM OHA HUYEro
He OyJeT 3HaTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA yKe He MaJICHBKHIA PEOSHOK.

— Eii MoXeT yrpoxaTb ONacHOCTb U B TOM CJIydae, eclii OHa OyieT 00 9TOM 3HaTh, — OTBETHI
Mo. — 1 310 HMUYETO HE U3MEHMT.

Merru Bce enie crosijia Ha JOpOre.

— 4 capiy Bee, 0 uem Bbl roBopHTe! — KpUKHYJIa oHa. — Kakas oracHocTs? [ He csy B aBTOOYC
70 TeX MOp, MOKa HE BBISICHIO 3TO.

Mo npogoskall MOT4arh.

CaxepyK HepeLIMTENIbHO IISIHYJI HA HETO U MOCTaBUJI CBOU CYMKHM Ha 3eMJII0.

— Hy, xopomo. Toraa s pacckaxy eit nmpo KanpukopHa.

OH He criemia nogoren K Merru. OHa HEMPOU3BOJIBLHO OTCTYIHJIA.

— Tel ¢ HUM y)ke BcTpedanach, — ckazan Caxepyk. — DTo ObUIO OYEHb JABHO, TOSTOMY ThI
HE TIOMHWUIIIb, ThI ObLIA eIlle BOT TaKOW MaJieHbKoW. — OH OMmyCTHJI PyKy JI0 KojieHa. — Kak xe Tebe
OOBSICHUTD, KTO OH Takoii? Kora Tbl yBUIMIIb, KaK KOIIKA TOXUPAET MOJIOAYIO MTHUILY, Thl HABEPHSIKA
3aruiaventb, npasaa? Vmm nonbitaenibes: crnacti Oeausry. A KarnpukopH CKOPMUT NTHUKY KOIIKe
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JIVILITH JIJISI TOTO, YTOOBI TIOCMOTPETh, KaK KOIIIKa Pa30PBET €€ Ha YaCTHU CBOUMU KOTTSIMU, U YCIIBIIIATh
ee KPUK U TpereT KPbUIbeB, — IS HErO HeT 3peJIiiia MPUsSTHEN.

Merru otcTynuia eme Ha mar, Ho Caxkepyk TOofIoIes K Hell OJvke.

— JIymaro, Tebe He TOCTABJISET yIOBOILCTBUS BHYIIATH JIIOJSIM CTPaX, BHI3BIBATh TAKYIO IPOKb
B KOJIEHSIX, UYTO OHU €IBa MOT'YT CTOATh? — cripocuit oH. — [l KanpukopHa Het Hudero 6omnee npu-
sTHOrO. Thl HABEpPHSIKA CUUTAEIllb, YTO HE MOXElIb MOJTYYUTh BCE, YTO XOUelllb, BO YTO OBl TO HU
crasio. A KanpukopH qymMaer UMEHHO Tak. I K cokaJieHHIo, y TBOEro OTIa €CTh KOe-4TO, YTO OH
HETIPEMEHHO XOYeT 3aroyYuTh.

Merru B3rsiHyna Ha Mo. OH He cBOUII C Hee IJ1as3.

— KanpukopH He ymeer meperuieTaTb KHUTH, Kak TBOW otell, — rnpojgoikan Caxepyk. — OH
3HAET TOJIK TOJIKO B OJHOM — B 3amyrvBaHuM. B 3TOoM OH HemnpeB3olaeHHbIl MacTep. OH KUBET
3TUM. XOTSl MHE KaXeTcsl, EMy CaMOMY HE3HAKOMO TO UyBCTBO, KOIJd CTPAaX CKOBBIBAET TEJIO U Thl
OITyIIaellb CBOI0 HUITOXKHOCTh. HO OH TOYHO 3HaeT, Kak BhI3BATh CTPaX M MOCEIUTh €r0 B CepIax u
ymax. Ero siiofm pasHOCAT cTpax Kak YepHYIo IOUTY: IPOCOBBIBAIOT €€ MO ABEPU, pa3dpachIBaIOT 110
MOYTOBBIM SIIIIMKAM, PACKJIEMBAIOT HA CTEHAX U JIBepsX, MOKA OHA He 3allOJTHUT BCE BOKPYT, CJIOBHO
yyMma. — Caxepyk cTosi1 yxke psagom ¢ Merru. — YV KanpukopHa MHOTO Jofiel, — cKa3ajil OH THXO. —
BonbIIMHCTBO CityXaT emMy C JeTCTBa, U, ecv KarpukopH npukaxeT OJHOMY U3 HUX OTpe3aTh Tede
HOC WJIM YXO, TOT CAENAET 3TO U IJIa30M He MOprHyB. OHM OfIeBAIOTCS BO BCE YEPHOE, MOJOOHO BOPO-
HaM, ¥ JIUIIb MX MPEIBOJUTENL HOCUT OeTylo pyOaIlKy moj| YepHOM Kak caxka KypTkoi. Ecim kTo-To
U3 HUX BCTPETUTCA TeOe Ha MyTH, caesail Bce, yToObl OHU TeOs He 3ameTviu. [loHsna?

Merru kuBHyna. OHa ef1Ba MOIJIa IEPEBECTH IyX — TaK CHJILHO KOJIOTUJIOCH €€ CEp/LIE.

— IlonsaTHO, MOYeMy OTell HMKOT/1a He pacckasbiBani Tede o Kanpukophe, — ckazan Caxepyk u
Opocu B30I Ha Mo. — 4 OBl TOKe, HaBepHOE, PaCcCKa3bIBal CBOMM JETSM TOJIBKO O JOOPBIX JIIOMISX.

— 41 3Hato0, YTO Ha CBETe eCTh He TOJBKO J00pbie moau! — ['onoc Merru aposkait oT THeBa, Kak
HU CTapajach OHa CKPHITh €ro, a MOKET ObITh, B HEM OBUI M CTpax.

—IMpaBaa? Otkyna xe? — TanHCTBEHHAS YJIBIOKA TOCTS CTaJIa CHOBA TPYCTHOM M OTHOBPEMEHHO
HagMeHHo. — [Tpuxonunock 1 Tede UMETh JeJI0 ¢ HACTOSIIIMM 3J101eeM ?

— 4 yuTtana o HuX.

Caxepyk paccmesiics:

— A! Hy na. D1o nouru To ke camoe, — cka3zas oH. Ero Hacmenka o0oxriia ee. OH HAKJIOHUJICS
K Merru u mocMoTper et B uio. — f xemnaio tede, YTOOBl 3TO YTEHUEM M OTPaHUUYMIIOCh, — CKa3al
OH THXO.

Mo nocraBui cymku Caxepyka B 33/IHIOI0 YacTb aBTOOYCa.

— Haperoch, B HUX HET HMYETO TAaKOTO, YTO JieTaJIo Obl Y HAC HAJ rOJIOBaMH, — CKa3aJl OH, a
Caxepyk cen Ha cuzieHbe 32 Merru. — $1 3Hal0, 4TO 32 MHCTPYMEHTHI Thl C COOOM BO3UIIIb, TIOITOMY
MeHs1 ObI 9TO BOBCE HE YIUBUIIO.

[pexnae uem Merru ycriena CripoOCUTb, YTO 3TO ObLIH 32 UHCTPYMEHTHI, CaxkepyK OTKPBLT CBOM
PIOK3aK M aKKYpaTHO BBITAIIIMJI COHHOTO OJIECTSIIIETO 3BEPhKa.

— [NockombKy HaM TIPEICTOUT AJTUTENIbHASL COBMECTHAS MOe3/Ka, — 00paTuiicsi oH K Mo, — 51 Obl
XOTeJ KOe-KOro MpeACTaBUTh TBOEH JOUYEPH.

XyaeHbKHI 3BEpPEeK C MYIIMCTHIM XBOCTOM ObLI pa3MepoM C KpOJHKa. 3BepeK 3alenuiics
KOrTsIMU 3a pykaB Cakepyka U ONeCTSIMMU YepHBIMU I1a3aMHU-ITyTOBULIAMH CTaJl pacCMaTpPHBATh
Merru, a Korga OH 3eBHYJI, TOKA3aJIMCh €r0 OCTPbIe KaK UTOJIKU 3yOBl.

— 3ro I'Bun, — ckazan Caxepyk. — Eciu xouenib, Moxelb nodecars emy ymu. OH ceidyac
OYEHb COHHBIH, IOITOMY TOUHO HE YKYCHUT.

— A BooOI1Ie oH KycaeTcs?

— KoneuHo, — ckazan Mo, CHOBa ycakMBAasiCh 3a pyJib. — Byab 51 Ha TBoeM MecTe, 1 Obl JepsKa
CBOM MaJIbLbl OT 3TOT'O 3BEPbKA MOJAJIBIIIE.

20



K. ®yHke. «YepHWwibHOE cepaie»

Ho nepskath masblipl mogasbiie ot 3Bepeit Merru He Moruia B IPUHITAIE, TeM OoJiee ey y HUX
ObLIN TaKUe OCTpbIE 3yObl.

— 370 BeAb KYHMLIA, 1a? — CITPOCUJIa OHA, OTIACJIMBO ITPOBO/sI KOHUMKAMU NAJIBLIEB MO KPYIJIOMY
yXy 3BEpbKa.

— Jla, 4TO-TO B 3TOM POZE.

Caxepyk J10cTal U3 KapMaHa 3aCOXIINI Kycouek xjieba u cyHy:n ero [ BuHy B pot. Merru ria-
J1Jia 3BE€PbKa 110 MAJIEHbKOM TOJIOBE, TTOKA TOT jKeBaJl, © KOHYMKAMHU MaJIbLIEB HAIlyIIasla YTO-TO TBEP-
J0€ 0], ILIEJIKOBBIM MEXOM: KpOlleuHble pora 3a yuaMmu. OT yIuBJIeHUs1 OHA OTAEpHYJIa PYKY.

— ¥V kyHwur1 ObiBaloT pora?

CaxepyK MOAMUTHYJI el 1 TI03BOJIWIT [ BUHY CHOBa 3a0paThCsl B PIOK3aK.

— V 310ro ectb, — cka3aj OH.

Merru pactepsHHO HaOMIoasa, Kak OH 3aTsHy/I peMHU. OHa Bee ellle 1yBCTBOBAJIA Ha MabIlax
poxku I'BuHa.

— Mo, ThI 3HaJ, YTO y KyHHI] OBIBAIOT pora? — CIpoCHyIa OHa.

— CaxepyK NMPUKJIEUST UX CBOEMY 3y0acToMy YepTeHKy. Vcxoss U3 CBOMX COOOpaKEHHI.

— Kakux Takux cooOpaxeHwii?

Merru BonpocuTebHO OCMOTpesna cHayasla Ha Mo, notom Ha Caxepyka, Ho Mo yxe 3aBoau
MoTOp, a CaxepyK CHSJI carorv, KOTopble, Kak U €ro CYMKH, OYEBUIHO, MHOTO€ YK€ TIOBU/IAJIM Ha
9TOM CBeTe, U, IITyOOKO B3[I0XHYB, pacTsHYJICS Ha KpoBati Mo.

— Moiuu, BommeOHbIi S3bIK, — cKa3al OH, MpekIe YeM 3aKpHITh I71a3a. — 51 He BbIIaM TBOU
CEKPETHI, a 32 TO ThI He pa3danThiBail MoM. Kpome Toro, cHauasia JOJKHO CTEMHETb.

Bosnbine yaca Merru Jiomana cebe rojioBy Haj TeM, YTO MOT O3HadaTh 3TOT oTBeT. Ho erme
OoJIbIlie ee BOJTHOBAJI JAPYTOM BOMPOC.

— Mo, uTo Hago 3ToMy. .. KanpukopHy ot Te0s1? — cripocuiia oHa, korjaa Caxepyk 3axparel.

Ee ronoc noHu3miics Ha MOJITOHA, KOTJIa OHA PElIniiach MPOU3HECTH ero MM, OYATO MbITaJIach
TEM CaMbIM YMEHBIIIUTb OMIACHOCTh, YTPOKABIIYIO UM.

— Knury, — orBetni Mo, He 0TBOIS B3MIsAA OT JOPOTH.

— Knury? [louemy Thl ee He oTaaub emy?

— IMotomy. S1 Tebe cKkOpo Bce pacckaxky, HO He ceridac. Xoporo?

Merru mocMoTpesia B OKHO aBToOyca. Mup, MpoJieTaBIIMi MUMO, YKe ceiiuac Kasayics e
Yy)XUM — HE3HAKOMBIE JIOMa, He3HAKOMbIe YIIUIIbI, HE3HAKOMBIE TOJIs, Jake JAepeBbs U HeOO ObUIH
COBCEM UYXHUMH, HO Merru yxe K 3ToMy TpuBbikjia. OHa ellle HUKOTJa He YyBCTBOBasIa ce0sl Kak
noma. Mo ObL1 ee ToMoM, Mo ¥ ee KHUTH, @ MOXET ObITh, eIlle U 3TOT aBTOOYC, KOTOPHI Be3 ee U3
OJTHOM UyXOUHBI HA APYTYIO.

— Dra TeTs, K KOTOPOU MBI e/ieM, — CIIPOCHJIa OHA, KOTJIa OHU MPOEe3kKaIu depe3 OECKOHEUHO
JUIMHHBINA TYHHEJIb, — Y HEe €CTh JIeTU?

— Her, — otBetut Mo. — Botock, oHa He ocoOeHHO ux xanyer. Ho s yBepeH, BBl C HEl Tofpy-
KUTECh.

Merru B310xHy/1a. OHa 3HajIa HEKOTOPBIX TETYILEK, HO HU C OIHOW U3 HUX HE CMOIJIa HalTu
0OIIIero sI3bIKA.

XO0JIMBI IPEBPATHITUCH B TOPBI, CKJIOHBI TIO 00EUM CTOPOHAM JIOPOTH CTAaHOBIUTUCH BCE Kpyde, U
BCKOpE JIOMa MepecTasid ObITh IPOCTO Uy:KUMH — OHH U BBITJISICITN YKe COBCEM TMOo-Apyromy. Merru
TBITAJIACh CKOPOTaTh BPEMsl, CYMTAas TYHHEIM, HO, KOTIa OHU OKA3aJIUCh B TIACTH JIEBSITOTO TYHHES U
TEeMHOTe He ObLJIO HM KOHIIA HY Kpasi, OHAa 3acHY/1a. Eif CHUIMCh KYHUIIBI B YePHBIX KYPTKAaX U KHUATA
B KOPMYHEBOW YIAKOBOYHOM Oymare.
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JIoM mMOJIOH KHUT

— Moii cao — smo moii cad, — ckazan Beaukan, — u kadxcoomy smo
00MIICHO OblMb SICHO, U, YJHC KOHEUHO, HUKOMY, KPOMe Camozo cesi, 5 He
N0360410 30eCh UzpaMb.

Ockap Yaiinwo. Beauxan-320ucm?

Merru npocHynach OTTOrO, YTO CTAJIO THXO.

PaBHOMepHBIIT peB MOTOpa, YOAIOKaBIIHMii ee B aBTOOYCe, CTHUX, U MECTO BOAUTEINS PSIIOM C Heil
omycresio. Merru noHagoouIoch Kakoe-To BpeMsl, YTOObl TIOHSATh, IIOYEMYy OHA HE JISKUT B CBOEH
kpoBaTu. K 1060BOMY CTEKJTy NMPUIUIUIN JOXJIbIE MYIIKH, & aBTOOYC CTOSIT TIepe]] XKeJIe3HBIMU BOPO-
Tamu. Bua ux cBepkaionmx 3yObeB BHYIIAT CTpax — Ka3ajaoch, OHU TOJBKO M XKJAJIH, YTO HETIpOIlle-
HBIA TOCTb, MOTBITABILIMUIICS MEPEEe3Th Yepe3 HUX, 3alETIUTCS 3a UX OCTPbIe MPYThsl U OCTAHETCS Ha
HUX BUCETb. [ po3HBIE BOpOTa HAMOMHUIM MerTH OfiHy U3 ee JTOOMMBIX CKa30K 0 Besnrkane, KOTOpbIit
HE XOTeJI IycKaTh JeTel K cede B ca. IMeHHO TakuMHU Tpe/ICTaBIisiia OHa cebe ero BopoTa.

Mo crosin Ha ynuie BMecte ¢ CaxepykoM. Merru BbllIa U3 aBToOyca M MOJOILIA K HUM.
Jlopora ynupasnach B IOKPBITHIA T'YCTBIMH 3apOCIISIMU OOPBIB Ha Oepery OO0JIbIIoro o3epa. XoiIMsl 10
APYTyI0 CTOPOHY 03€epa, IMOAHUMABIINECS U3 BOJIBI, ObUIM MOX0XHU Ha YTOHYBIIIKE ropbl. Boa B 03epe
OblJIa MOYTH YEpHOW — B BOJIHAX OTPaXaJloch TeMHOe BeuepHee He0o. B jmomax Ha Oepery, Oynro
CBETVISIYKM WUJIM YTIABIIKE 3BE3/Ibl, 3aKIJIUCh NIEPBbIE OTHU.

— Kpacuso, na? — Mo o6Hs1 Merru 3a treun. — TeOe Belb HpaBATCS paccKasbl MPO pa3zdoi-
HUKOB. Buauiib BoH TaMm pa3BaivHbl Kperoctu? B Hell koraa-To xuia 6anna pazooiHukoB. HyxHo
CIIPOCUTH DJIIMHOP, OHA BCE 3HAET 00 ITOM O3epe.

Merru TONbKO KMBHYJIA U MOJIOKWJIA TOJIOBY €My Ha IUIEYO — OT YCTaJOCTU y Hee KPYKUIach
rosioBa. JIuio Mo BriepBbie 3a BpeMsl UX OTbe3/1a He ObLJI0 OMpPAaueHO BOTHEHHEM.

— I'me ke oHa xuBeT? — crnipocwia Merru, mogaBiiss 3eBOK. — YK TOYHO He 3a 3yO0acThiMU
BOpOTamMu?

— WMmenHo tam. D10 BXOJ B ee moMecThe. He oueHb-To mpuBemivBo, npasaa? — Mo 3acmesiics
1 noBes1 Merru uepe3 Aopory. — DIMHOP OY€Hb rOpAUTCS 3TUMM BopoTamu. OHa 3aka3ajia ux 1o
PUCYHKY B OJHOH KHUTE.

— He o pucynky nu caja Benmkana-sroucra? — npodopmotana Merry, Iiss 4yepe3 UCKYCHO
W30THYTHIE KEJIE€3HbIE TPYThs.

— Benmkan-srouct? — Mo 3acmestics. — Het, MHe kKaxeTcs, 9T0 OblJIa COBCEM JIpyrasi HICTOPHSL.
XOTs 9Ta OYE€Hb XOPOIIIO MOAOLIA ObI K DIIMHOP.

ITo o6erm cTopoHaM OT BOPOT POC BBHICOKUI KYCTAPHHUK, KOJIOUME BETBH KOTOPOTO CKPBIBAJIH
BCE, YTO HaXOAWJIOCh 3a HUM. Jla 1 uepe3 nmpyThst Merru He ObUIO BUIHO HUYETO OCOOEHHOT0, KpoMe
PaCKUAMUCTBHIX KYCTOB POMOACHIPOHA M MCYE3AIOIIEH MEXAY HUMU IIMPOKOW JOPOXKKHU, MOKPHITOM
IpaBHEM.

— OueHb MoXoxe Ha OOTaTeHbKUX POJACTBEHHUKOB, — TpomienTat eil B yxo Caxepyk.

— Ha, DnrHop moctatouHo Oorara, — ckaszan Mo u oteen Merru B ctopoHy. — Ho, BeposiTHO,
CKOpO OHa OyrieT He Ooraue 1IepKOBHOM KPBICHI, TOTOMY YTO BCE CBOM JIEHbI'M TPATUT Ha KHUTHU. Botock,
OHAa MPOAACT U AYIIY, €CJIU YePT NMPEJIOKUT €i 3a 3TO CTOSIIYI0 KHUTY.

OpnumM TomykoM Mo pacnaxHyJi TsKesble BOPOTa.

— Yro Thl Aenaeis? — BCTpeBokeHHO crpocia Merru. — Ham Tyna Henb3s!

2 IlepeBon T. Ozepckoil.
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Ha Tabnmuke psigom ¢ Bopotamu MoxHO 0bUT0 TipounTath: « YACTHA S COBCTBEHHOCTD.
[MOCTOPOHHUMM BXO/1 BOCITPEIIIEH», — XOTsl BEeTBU KyCTapHUKA U CKPBIBAIN rapy OykB. [l
Merru nonoOHas HAAMUCh ¥ TOCTETTPUUMCTBO HUKAK HE MOTJIM COYETaThCSI.

Ho Mo paccwmestics.

— He BonHyiicsi, — ckazaj OH ¥ pacKpbLT BOPOTA elle mupe. — EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO 3aIUIIECHO B
J0Me CUTHAJIM3aIMe, — 3To OMOIMoTeKa. A ecii HerpoIlleHble TOCTH U 3aiiyT B BOPOTA, HE CTPAIITHO.
DNMMHOP BOBCE HE U3 MYIJIMBBIX, a TOCTH y Hee — sIBJIEHHE PEIKOe.

— A cobaku? — Caxepyk 03a004YeHHO 3aryIsHYyJI B cajl. — Eciii BXox 000pyaoBaH TAKUME BOPO-
TaMH, TO 32 HUMH JOJDKHBI OBITh KAK MUHUMYM TpPU 37Ible COOAKH pa3MepoM C TeJIeHKa.

Ho Mo nokayain ronoBoi.

— DIMHOp TepreTh He MOKET COOaK, — CKa3aJl OH, MOAXOAS K aBTOOYyCY. — A Tenepb CaJuTech.

Branenue terymky Oosbliie HAMOMUHAJIO Jiec, yeM cai. Iloutu cpasdy 3a BopoTamu Jopora
Aenana u3rud, CJIOBHO XOTea JOOABUTh 030PCTBA JIBUKEHUIO, 3aTEM BeJla BBEPX 10 CKJIOHY M HaKO-
Hell Tepsulach MeXAy TEMHBIMU eJIsIMU U KamTaHamu. VX BeTBH OKaliMIISLIIM IOPOTy, 00Opa30BbIBast
TYHHEJb, 1 Merru Ka3asaoch, YTO OHa yke HUKOT/Ia He 3aKOHYMTCS, KaK BIIPYT A€PEBbsI PACCTYIHIIHCH
¥ OHM OKa3aJIMCh HA HEOOJBIIION TUIOIIAIH, TIOKPHITON IPABHEM M OKPYKEHHOW YXOKEHHBIMU KITyM-
6amMu ¢ po3aMHu.

Ha rpaBum, npsiMo niepez; AOMOM, CTOSLT cepblid KomOu. [loM Obu1 O0JIbIIE, YeM IIKONA, B KOTO-
pyio Merru xonwia B nponuioM rogy. OHa NonbiTajiack NEpecuuTaTh OKHA, HO OBICTPO cOMIACH CO
cuera. [Jom ObUI OYE€Hb KPACUBBIA, HO CMOTpEJICS He TPUBETIIMBEE XKeJIe3HbIX BOPOT Ha Jopore. Boz-
MOXHO, JKeJITas ITyKaTypKa BhIJIsesIa TAKOW I'PS3HOM TOJIBKO B JIy4ax 3aXOASIIEro COMHIA, U BO3-
MOXHO, 3€JIeHble CTABHU OBUIM 3aKPHITH TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO 32 COCEHUMU TOpaMH yxKe Jiexasa
HO4b. BodmoxHo. Ho Merru puckHysa npeaosnokuTh, 4TO U JHEM OHU OTK PhIBAJIMCh HeyacTo. Bxoa-
Hasl IBEpb U3 TEMHOTO AepeBa Oblia MoX0Xka Ha HeAPYKeToOHO MoaKaThie TyObl, 1 Merru Hermpous-
BOJILHO cxBaTmiia Mo 3a pyKy, KOrjia OHH MOAXOAWIIN K Hell Onuke.

Caxepyk cieoBasl 32 HUMH, HEPEIIMTEIbHO HAKWABIBAsI HA IJIEY0 PIOK3aK, B KOTOPOM BCe
eme cnan ['sun. Korma Mo u Merru okazanuch nepen asepblo, Cakepyk OCTaHOBUJICS B HECKOJIb-
KHX IIarax OT HUX ¥ BHUMATEJIbHO PACCMATPUBAII 3aKPBIThIE CTABHU, OYITO MBITAJICS YJOBUTH B3I/
XO3AMKU, AKOOBI HAOJTIOOABILIEH 3a HUMU U3 OKHA.

Psinom co BxogoM ObUIO pelieTyaToe OKOIIKO, €AMHCTBEHHOE, KOTOPOE HE 3aKPhIBAJIU 3eJICHBIC
crauu. [log HYIM Bucena elie ofiHa TaOaryKa:

ECJIV Bbl HAMEPEHBI TPATUTD
MOE BPEMS HA TTYCTSKU, JTVYIIE IEPKUTECH
OTCIOJIA TIOIAJIBIIIE.

Merru 00ecriokOeHHO B3IIsiHY/1a Ha MO, HO OH JIMIIb COCTPOMJI B OTBET I'pUMAcy U Haxkal
KHOIIKY 3BOHKA.

Merru cibliiana, Kak 1o Bcemy J0My pa3Heccs 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbUKKa. Hekotopoe BpeMst Hu4ero
He npoucxonuio. Tobko copoka B3JieTelna ¢ KycTa poJoJeHAPOHa, PACTYIIEro OKoJIO JIoMa, Aa mapa
JKUPHBIX BOpPOObEB HarepeOoil KieBajla HEMPUMETHBIX HACEKOMBIX B rpaBuM. Merru Opocuia UM
KPOLIKH, KOTOPbIE OCTAJIUCh Y HEe B KApMaHe KyPTKH I0CIIe KaKOro-To MUKHUKA. Bpyr aBepb pe3ko
pacnaxHynach.

JKenmmHa, crosiBIIast Ha ropore, Op1a crapie Mo, ropaszio crapiie, XoTss Merru Hukorja He
MOIJIa C YBEPEHHOCTBIO ONPEeIUTh BO3PACT B3POCIbIX. JIUIIO KEHIMHBI HAIIOMUHAJIO OyJIbA0Ta, HO,
BO3MOXXHO, /110 ObUIO BOBCE HE B JIMIIE, a B ero BelpaxeHuu. Ha Heil Obul cepblil ImyJ0Bep MoBepx
TeTesIbHO-Cepol 100KHM, Ha KOPOTKOM I1iee — keMUyKHble OyChbl, a HA HOraX — BOMJIOYHbIE TAlKH, KaK
T€, YT0 MerTH MpUIIOCh HaJIETh, KOra OHU ¢ Mo ObUTH Ha 9KCKYPCUU B OTHOM 3aMKe. CeJible BOJIOCHI
DIMHOP 3aKajblBajla HA MaKyIlKe, HO TEM HE MEHee CO BCeX CTOPOH CBUCAM Mpsiau, OyITo, YKJa-
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OpbIBasi BOJIOCHI, OHA TOPONMJIACH M TEPIEHUE €€ UCCAKIIO. Bhulo BUIHO, YTO DIMHOP HE MPOBOAWIIA
MHOI'O BpPEMEHHU Tepe]] 3epKaJIOM.

— T'ocriogu, Moptumep! Kaxkoii ciopnipus! — ckaszasia oHa, He Tparsi BpeMsl Ha ITPUBETCTBUE.

I'onoc ee 3Byuan pe3ko, HO JIMLO HE MOIJIO CKPBITh PAJOCTH OT BCTpeuu ¢ Mo.

— Ipuset, DnuHOp, — ckazan Mo U nosjoxui pyky Ha redo Merru. — Tol nomauns Merru?
Bort oHa yxe kakas Bbipocia!

SnuHOp oKKMHYNa Merru ObICTPBIM pacCesTHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Ha, BUKy, — cka3ana oHa. — Ho netsiM Besib CBOMCTBEHHO pacTH, He Tak Ju? M HacKoIbKo
s TIOMHIO, 32 TOCJIeTHHE TO/IBI s He BUjieNa HU TeOsl, HA TBOIO Joub. YeMy 51 00si3aHa TAKOU YeCThIO
MIPUHUMATh Bac y ceOsl CerofHs M Tak HeOKuAaHHO? HakOHEI-TO Thl YIOCTOMIIIL CBOUM BHUMAaHUEM
Moy Oe/THbIe KHUTH?

— Touno, — kuBHYJ Mo. — §1 ObLT BHIHYKAEH MEPEHECTH OAMH M3 CBOMX 3aKa30B, 3aKa3 OTHON
ouomoTeku. Thl ke 3Haelb, y OMOTMOTEK BCeraa He XBaTaeT JeHer.

Merru He cBopmia ¢ Hero r1a3. OHa ¥ NMOHSATHS HE MMeJla, YTO OH YMEET TaK yOeIuTebHO
Bparh.

— U3-3a cnemiku, — npoaoskan Mo, — Mbl HE CMOTJIM HAMTH HUYETo MOAXO/SIIEro J1si HouJiera,
MIO3TOMY $1 IPUBE3 ee Clofa. 51 3Hat0, YTo JeTe Thl He 0COOSHHO KajTyelllb, HO Merru He MaKeT KHUTH
BapeHbEM U HE BBIPHIBAET M3 HUX CTPAHUIIBI IS TOTO, YTOOBI 3aBOPAYMBATH B HUAX JIOXJIBIX JISATYIIEK.

SnuHOp NpoOOpPMOTaia YTO-TO HEOJOOpHUTENbHOE M MOCMOTpena Ha Merru Tak, OyATo Ta
TOJIBKO U JIeJIaNa, YTO YCTparuBasia MogoOHbIe BBIXOIKH, HECMOTPSI Ha 3aBEPEHUS ee OTIIA.

— Korna Tbl mpuBO3MII €€ B OCIEAHUI pa3, Mbl, 110 KpaiHell Mepe, MOIVIM 3allepeTh €€ B 3arOHE
IJIs1 CKOTa, — XOJIOHO CKa3asia oHa. — Ho Tenepb 310 Gosibilie HEBO3ZMOXKHO.

Ona emie pa3 ocMoTpesa Merru ¢ roiosbl 0 HOT, Kak ONACHOE KMUBOTHOE, KOTOPOE €l IMPUXO0-
JWUJIOCH 3aITyCTUTh B JIOM.

Merru nouyBcTBOBaJIa, Kak OT FHEBA KPOBb ITpUJIMIIA K JuLly. Eil XoTenoch oMol wiv Ha3aj B
aBTOOYC — KyJa-HHOY/b, TOJbKO HE B JIOM 3TOM OTBPATUTEJILHOW KEHIIWHBI, JIS/ISTHBIE I71a3a KOTOPOU
MIPOH3UJIY €€ HACKBO3b.

Barsaa Dnunop nepenten or Merru k Caxepyky, KOTOPBII CMYIIEHHO JepXKajcs Ha 3aJHEM
TUIaHe.

— A st0o1? — OHa nocmotpena Ha Mo. — 4 ero Toxe 3Ha0?

—3rto Caxepyk, oauH. .. Mo# aApyr. — [Toxoxe, Tonpko Merru 3ameruina, uto Mo komne6nercs. —
OH coOupaeTcsi OTIPaBUTHCS JAJIbIIE HA 10T, HO, BO3MOKHO, Thl MOIJIa ObI TO3BOJIUTH €MY TIEpEeHO-
YyeBaTh B OJIHOHM M3 TBOMX OECUMCIEHHBIX KOMHAT?

DIMHOP CKPECTHIa PYKHU.

— ToJbKO pH YCIIOBUH, UTO €r0 UMS1 He UMeeT OTHOIICHUS K TOMY, KaKk OH 00paIaercs ¢ KHU-
ram, — cKasajia oHa. — B mo0OoM ciydae emy npHaeTcsi JOBOIbCTBOBATHCS CKPOMHBIMU allapTaMeH-
TaMU TIOJ] KPHIIIEH, MOCKOJIbKY MOsi OMOMOTEKA B TIOCTIEAHUE OBl OYEHb Pa3pociach U MOIOTHIA
BCE KOMHATBI J1J151 TOCTEM.

— CkonbKo ke y Bac KHUr? — cnpocuia Merru.

Oma BbIpOCIIa Cpeayl CTOMOK KHUT U MPOCTO He Morvia cebe MpeCTaBUTh, YTO 32 OeCUuCiIeH-
HBIMHM OKHaMH 3TOTO OTPOMHOTO JIoMa OBbUTH TOJBKO KHUTH.

DIMHOP CHOBA MOCMOTPEJIAa Ha HEe, Ha 3TOT pa3 C OTKPOBEHHBIM IIPE3PEHUEM.

— Ckonpko? — nepecnipocuiia oHa. — He gymaenib jiM Thl, YTO S CUMTAIO UX, KaK ITyTOBMLIBI
wiy ropouinHel? Ix MHOTO, 04eHb MHOTo. Mory NnpeanonoxkuTh, YTO B Kak/I01 KOMHATe 3TOro I0Ma
HAXOJUTCS CTOJIBKO KHUT, YTO Thl BPSJI JIU KOT/Ia-HAOY/Ib CMOXEIIb UX MEPEeUnTaTh, & HEKOTOPHIEC U3
HUX HACTOJILKO IIEHHbIE, UTO 51 TeOsi MpUcTpeso 0e3 KoaeOaH A, €CM Thl TOCMEeIlb K HUM TPUKOC-
HyTbcsl. Ho mockosbKy, Kak yTBEpXkJaeT TBOM OTell, Thl JEBOYKA YMHasl, Thl 3TOrO HE ClIeNIaelllb, TaK
Beb?
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Merru HUYero He oTBeTHIa. BMecTo aToro oHa mpencraBuia cede, Kak BCTaHET Ha IBITOYKH
Y TPWXK[IBI TUTIOHET Ha TOJIOBY 3TOM CTapOil BEIbMBI.

A Mo paccmestics.

— Tsl coBceM He U3MEHWIACh, DITUHOP, — 3aMETHII OH. — SI3BIK ocTpee HOXa i Oymar. U Bce
ke s Ipeiynpexaaln Te0s: ecau Thl yOobellb Merru, st cesaio TO e caMoe C TBOMMU JIIOOUMBIMU
KHUTAMH.

['yObI DIMHOP CKPUBMIIUCH B YJIBIOKE.

— XopoIuii OTBET, — CKa3ajla OHa U OTOIILIA B CTOPOHY. — Tbl, IOXOXE, TOKE HE U3MEHUJICS.
Bxonurte. f nokaxy Tebe KHUIH, KOTOpbIE HYXJAal0TCsl B TBOeH momoinu. U ere koe-Kakue.

Merru Bcerga aymaia, uto y Mo Obi10 oueHb MHOro KHUr. [locsie Toro Kak oHa nepemiaraysia
Yyepes Mmopor AomMa DIMHOpP, OHA TiepecTasa Tak AyMaTb.

KHuuru He nexanu 371ech cTorkamu, Kak y Merru qoma. O4eBUIHO, y KakI0M KHUTH ObLIO CBOE
MecTo. Bee cTensl, rie y qpyrux ObUTH HakJieeHbl 000U WA BUCEIH KAPTUHBL, Y DIIMHOP ObUIN 3aHSTHI
KHWKHBIMH TIOJIKamMH. B BecTrOI071e, Ky/ia OHA MoBesa UX B MEPBYIO OUYEPe/ib, MOIKH ObUIH OSJTBIMU 1
JOXOVJIN JIO TIOTOJIKA. B cremyomeit koMHaTe OHU ObLITM YEPHBIMH, KaK U BBUIOKEHHBIN TJTUTKAMU
nos1. YepHble MOJKY ObUTH U B KOPUAOPE, TIe OHU OKA3JTUCh, BB/ U3 KOMHATHI.

— BoH Te, — ykazana DiauMHOp, MPOXOAsi MUMO TECHSIIMXCS] KOPEIIKOB KHUT, — COOPaJIMCh 3a
nocneqaue roasl. OHU He OYeHb LIEHHBIE, OOJBIIIEN YacThl0 HU3KOTO KAauecTBa, HUYEro OCOOEHHOTO.
Ecnmm Hekotopele, He Biajiesi cOOOM, BCe-TaKu BO3BMYT OJHMH K3EMIUISIP C TOJIKHU, — IIPU STOM ee
B3IV yrasl Ha Merru, — 310 He OyZleT UMETh Cepbe3HbIX MOCIIE/ICTBUH, MPU YCJIOBHH, YTO, YIOBIIE-
TBOPUB CBOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO, OHU MOCTABAT KHUTY HAa CBOE MECTO M HE OCTaBAT B HUX HENpPUBJIEKA-
TeJIbHBIE 3aKJIA/IKU. — DIMHOP NoBepHYyJIach K Mo: — Xouenib Bepb, XOUellb He BEpb, — CKa3aJia OHa, —
B OJIHOM M3 MOUWIX TOCJIEAHUX MPHOOPETEHU, YyIeCHOM M3/IaHUU JEBATHAIIATOTO BeKa, s Hallljla
3aCOXIINN KYCOUEK CAIsIMU, KOTOPBIN UCTIONB30BAM B KAYECTBE 3aKJIAIKH.

Merru XMXYKHY/IA ¥ TIOMMaJa ele OAuH HeIpyKeMOOHbIN B3I B CBOIO CTOPOHY.

— DT0 He CMEIIHO, AETOUKa, — CKazana dnuHOp. — HekoTopele yauBUTENbHBIE KHUTH OBUIN
yTpaveHbl TOJILKO MOTOMY, YTO KAKOK-TO MyCTOTOJIOBBIN PHIOAK PBAJl U3 HUX CTPAHUIIBI, YTOOBI 3aBO-
pavynBaTh B HUX CBOIO BOHIOUYIO ppiOy. B CpenHue Beka ObUTM YHUUITOXKEHBI THICSYM KHUT JIUIIb JIs
TOTO, YTOOBI IIUTh U3 UX TEPErvIeTOB MOIOIIBH AJisi OOYBH WM TOMUTH OaHU. — DIMHOP TSKENO
3ajplliaja, BCIOMUHAS IOAOOHBIE THYCHOCTH, IYCTh U COBEPIIIEHHBIE HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETUI Ha3ajl. —
Hy, xopomo. OctaBum 310! — BOCKJIMKHY/a OHA. — MIHaue s1 pa3BOHYIOCH eltie OOoJIbIie, a y MeHs U
6e3 TOro BBICOKOE JIaBJICHUE.

Omna ocraHoBwIach niepes aBepblo. Ha cBemsioMm nepeBe ObLT M300pakeH SIKOPh, OrMOaeMBbIi
JebMUHOM.

— DT 3HaK OIHOTO 3HAMEHHTOTO MeYaTHUKA, — OOBSICHIIA DIMHOP U MPUKOCHYJIACH MAJIBIIEM
K OCTpOMY HoCy JienbpuHa. — B camblii pa3 ajs1 BXoga B OMOIMOTEKy, rpaBaa’?

— 4 3Hai0, — ckasaia Merru. — Anpax Manunuii. OH kw1 B BeHernuy 1 reyataia KHUTH TAKOrO
pa3mepa, 4ToObl OHM YMEIATUCh B IIEpEMETHbIE CYMKH €ro 3aKa34iKOB.

— la? — DauHOp nmomMopIuIack. — AToro s He 3HaIa. Tak wiv uHaue, s ABJSIOCh CYACTIIMBON
oOnagaTeIbHULIEH OJHOM KHUTH, KOTOPYIO OH Hareyatasu COOCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMH B THICSYA MATHCOT
TPETbEM TOfy.

— Bol umeeTe B BHy, OHA C/Ie/IaHa B €70 MACTepCKOi? — yTouHmia Merru.

— VIMeHHO 3T0 51 ¥ MMeI0 B BULy. — DJIMHOP OTKAILISIACh U TocMoTpena Ha Mo ¢ Takoi yKo-
PU3HOM, OYATO TOJIBKO OH ObLI MOBUHEH B TOM, YTO €r0 JOYb 3HaJIa TAKHE MaJIOM3BECTHBIE (DAKTHL. —
Uepes 3Ty IBEph, — CKa3ajia OHA C TOPKECTBEHHBIM MMOYTEHUEM, HAKMMasl Ha PydKy, — ellle He Mpo-
XOZIWJI HA OJJH peOeHOK, HO, TIOCKOJIbKY TBOM OTeIl MPUBUJI TeOe Onpe/ieieHHOE YBaKeHHE K KHUTaM,
s caenaio a7 Tedst uckmouenre. Ho TonbKo mpy YCJIOBHH, UTO ThI HE TIOJOMIEIb K TOJIKaM Onke
YeM Ha TpM mara. Thl IPUHUMAaEIb 3TO yCIoBUe?
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Ha mraosenne Merru 3agymanack. O4eHb yx €l XOTeJIOCh OTKa3aTbCsl U MOPA3UTh DJIMHOP
TEeM, C KaKUM IIpeHeOpeKeHNeM OHa OTHOCHTCSI K ee AparorieHHbIM KHuram. Ho ona He cmorina. JIio6o-
IBITCTBO OBbUTO criTbHEe ee. OHa yke mpejcTaBiiia cede, UTo CIBIIINT IIeJIECT CTPAHMIL Yepe3 MOTy-
OTKPBITYIO iBepb. OHM 00eIav el THICSYN HEM3BECTHBIX HCTOPUM, THICSIUM JIBEPEU B THICSIM HEBU-
AaHHBIX MUPOB. VIcKyienue OblJIo ropasao cuiibHee ropaoctu Merru.

— IIpunsTO, — MPOOOPMOTAJIa OHA U CKPECTHUIIA 3a CIIMHOM pyKu. — Tpu miara.

OT HenpeogoIMMOTrO KeJIaHHS Y Hee 3a4eCaIuCh PYKH.

— VMHBII peOeHOK, — cKa3zasa DJIMHOP TaKUM CHUCXOOUTENILHBIM TOHOM, YTO Merru uyTh He
B3s1J1a CBOE CJIOBO Ha3aj.

W oHm BOIUTH B CBATASI CBATHIX JOMA DIUHOD.

— Ee orpecraBpupoBasin! — ycnbiinana Merru rosioc Mo.

OH ckazaJ elle 4To-To, HO OHa yke He ciymaina. OHa MpocTo ycraBuwiachk Ha KHUTH. [lonkwy,
Ha KOTOPBIX OHM CTOSUTH, TIaXJIM CBEXECPYOJIEHHBIM JIEPEBOM U JOCTaBAIM O HEOECHO-TOIyO0ro
MOTOJIKA, C KOTOPOT'O, CJIOBHO 3B€3/Ibl, CBICAJIM KPOIIIEUHbIE JJaMIIbl. BO3Jie MOJIOK CTOsIHN y3Kue iepe-
BsIHHBIC JIECTHUIIBI C KOJIECUKAMM, TOTOBBIE BO3HECTH JKaKAYIIEro YMTaTeNsl Ha CaMblid BepX. 37ech
K€ UMEJIMCh TMIONUTPBI, Ha KOTOPHIX JIeXKAIN PACKPHIThIE KHUTH, MPUCTETHYTHIE KEITHIMU JIaTyH-
HBIMH LIETIOYKaMHU. PIIOM CTOSITTM BUTPUHBI C KHUTAMU, CTPAHUILIBI KOTOPBIX C MOSIBUBIIMMHUCS HA HUX
OT BPEMEHH MATHAMH OTKPBIBAIU B30PY KAXKAOTO, KTO MPUOIMIKAIICS, YAUBUTEIbHENIIINE KAPTUHBIL.
Merru HUYero He mora ¢ codoi moaenars. Illar Brepen, ObICTPBIN B3MJIAA HA DIUHOP, KOTOpasi, K
CUaCThIO, CTOsIIa K HEW CIIMHOM, U OHA YXKe nepel BUTpUHOW. Huske n HUXKe CKJIOHAIACh OHA Hall
CTEKJIOM /IO TeX TOp, MOKa He yIepiach B HEr0 HOCOM.

Komoune muctbsi 00BUBAIMCh BOKPYT OJIeTHO-KOPUYHEBBIX OyKB. M3 KpacHOU rojioBbl Kpo-
IIIEYHOTO JpaKoHa Ha Oymary u3Bepraiuch 1BeTsl. Ha Merru cMoTpenn BcaIHUKU Ha OeJTbIX KOHSIX,
CJIOBHO HE TPOIILIO W JHS C TeX MOp, KaK KTO-TO BbIBEJ UX KPOLIEYHOW KMCTOUKOM. PsioM ¢ HUMHU
ObLTA M300pakeHbl BIIOOJIICHHBIE, BOBMOKHO HOBOOpauHble. MyK4KMHA B OTHEHHO-KPACHOM IILISIIe
BpakJIeOHO CMOTpEJT Ha HUX.

— W 310 THI Ha3BIBACIIIb «TPU IIAra»’?

Merru ucyraHHoO 0OepHYJIach, HO DIIMHOP BOBCE HE Ka3aJIach pacCep:KEHHOM.

— [Jla, UCKycCTBO KHMKHOM MMHHMATIOpHI! — CKa3aia oHa. — PaHblle ToMbKo Oorartbie ymenn
YHTATh, MOITOMY K TEKCTY JOOABISUTN MJUTIOCTPALIUH, YTOOBI OeJHbIE TOKE MOIJIM TOHATh COflepKa-
Hue. KoHeuHo, Torja HUKTO He 3ayMbIBajiCsl 00 YIOBOJIBCTBUU, OSHBIC JODKHBI ObUTH paboTaTh,
a He HaCJIaK/IaThCsl KPACUBBIMH WILTIOCTpAMsIMU. UTeHre sIBIISIOCh MTPEUMYILIECTBEHHBIM MTPAaBOM
Oorarbix. Het, GoJbIlei 9acThio KHUTH MOy4Yaid. B oCHOBHOM 3T0 ObUTH OMOJIEHCKIe UCTOPUH, KOTO-
pble 1 6e3 Toro Bce 3HaIM. KHUrK j1exany B epKBax, ¥ KaxX/blid IeHb CTPAHUIIBI [IEPETUCTHIBAIIVCh,
YTOOBI MOKA3aTh CJIEAYIONIYIO WUTIOCTPALHIO.

— A sta kHura? — cripocuiia Merru.

— A-a. MHe KaxeTcsl, OHa HUKOIJIA He Jieasla B IEpKBU, — OTBeTHIa DnmuHOp. — OHa Obia
CO3/1aHa, YTOObI JOCTABJIATh YIOBOJBCTBUE OUYEHb OOTaTOMY YElOBEKY, M €Hl yXke MOUYTH IIECThCOT
net. — Hemnb3s ObUIO He 3aMETHTh TOPIOCTD B rosioce DIUHOP. — M3-3a 9TOM KHUTH OBUIO COBEPILIEHO
cMeproyouiicTBo. K cyacTbio, MHe 3a Hee IPUIILIOCh TOJIBKO 3aIUIATUTD JICHBIU.

Brpyr ona pe3ko nosepHyJsach 1 mocMotpena Ha Caxepyka, KOTOPBIH OeCIIyMHO CJIeIOBa 3a
HUMHU, OYITO KOIIKA HA OXOTe. Merru nogymania, 4To DJIMHOP OTOLUIET ero Ha3aja B KOPUAOpP, HO
OH, CJIOMB 32 CIIMHOW PYKH, C TAKUM OJIArOrOBEHHEM OCMAaTPHUBAJI TOJIKH, YTO MPOCTO HE JIaBasl ei
noBoza. OHa Gpocuiia Ha Hero HeonOOPHUTENTBHBIN B3IJIsI M CHOBA MOBEPHYJIach kK Mo.

OH cTosin niepe OMHUM U3 MIONUTPOB U JepKaJl B pyKe KHUTY, KOPEIIOK KOTOPOI BUCEN BCETO
Ha JABYX HUTKax. OH Jepkaj ee O4eHb OCTOPOKHO, KaK NTHUILY CO CJIOMAHHBIM KPBLJIOM.

— Hy? Tsl Mmosxenb ee criacti? — 00eClOKOEHHO Cripocuiia IMHOP. — § 3Halo, OHA B Y)KaCHOM
COCTOSIHUM, /12 ¥ OCTaJIbHbIe, O0I0Ch, HE B JIy4IlleM, HO. ..

27



K. ®yHke. «YepHWwibHOE cepaie»

— 9TO MOXHO UCIIPaBUTh. — MO MOJIOKMII KHUTY B CTOPOHY U B3su1 cieayoiyio. — Ho g nymato,
MHe MoTpedyeTcsl 1o MeHbIIIeH Mepe 1Be Heaeu. [Ipu ycioBuu, YTo MHE He PUIETCS MCKaTh JOTOJ-
HUTEJILHBIN MaTeprasl. T0 MOIJIO Obl YCJIOXHUTH Jes10. ['0TOBa JIK Tl TepHeTh HAC BCE ITO BpeMsi?

— Pasymeercs, — kuBHyJ1a DIMHOP, HO Merru 3aMeTuiia, Kak oHa rnocMorpesa Ha Caxepyka.

OH Bce elrie CTosuT BO3JIe MOJIOK OKOJIO IBEPU U, Ka3aJI0Ch, ObUT MOJIHOCTHIO TIOTJIOIIEH U3yJe-
HUEM KHHT, HO Y Merru OblIO Takoe YyBCTBO, YTO OT HErO He YCKOJIB3aJIO TO, YTO TOBOPUJIOCH 32
€ro CIMHOM.

B kyxHe DnuHOp KHHUT He ObLIO, HU OMHOM KHHUrA. Ha hepeBsHHOM cTolsie MX KJIasl OTJIHY-
HBIA YKUH. DJIMHOP YTBEPKAAJa, YTO paHbIle TOT CTOJN HAXOAWICSA B KaHLEISPUU OJHOTO MOHa-
cTeips B Wtamiu. Merru He noBepwiia ei, Beb OHAa 3HaJa, YTO MOHAXU-TIMCApH pabOTaIu 3a CTO-
JlaMHM C HaKJIOHHOUM TMOBepxXHOCThi0. Ho OHa permia octaBuTh 3HaHMe Npu ceOe. OHa B3sia ele
KycOYeK XJieba, bITasiCh pacpoOOBaTh CHIP, CTOSIBIIIMIA HA TAK HA3bIBAEMOM IMHUCbMEHHOM CTOJIe, KaK
BJpPYT 3aMeTuIa, YTo Mo 4TO-TO IENHYI Ha yX0 DiuHop. [71a3a DIUHOP OT :KaITHOCTH paCIIMPUIIUCD,
ot4ero Merru czenana BbIBOJ, YTO pedb MOIJIa MJTH TOJIBKO O KHHIE, U OHA Cpa3y BCIIOMHMIIA 00
YIaKOBOYHOU OyMare, 0 CBETJIO-3eJICHOM JIbHSHOM TeperieTe U O pa3apakeHHoM rojgoce Mo.

Psanom ¢ Merru cunen Caxepyk. OH B3s1 KyCOU€K BETYMHBI CO CTOJIA U OTIIPABUJI €70 B PIOK3aK
— yxuH ['BuHa. Merru Bujena, Kak U3 plok3aka oKa3blBaJICsl KPYIJIbI HOC B HA/IEK 1€ MOJIAKOMUTHCS
erie yeM-H1Oyab BKycHeHbKUM. CaskepyK yablOHysIcss Merry, 3aMeTuB Ha ceOe ee B3IJIsI, ¥ TPOTSHYI
I'Buny Kycouek cBuHOro cana. OH aenaj BUJ, YTO He MPOSIBIISIET HUKAKOTO MHTEpeca K IIyIIyKaHbIO
Mo ¢ Dmunop. Ho Merru nokasajiock, 4To OHU TallHO TOPrOBAJIUCH.

Uepes HekoTopoe BpeMs Mo BcTan 1 Bblen. Merru cipocuia DiIMHOp, IAe HaXOAUTCS TyaJleT,
U TIOIILJIA CJIEIOM 32 OTLIOM.

Ona eme HUKorIa He NMOHWIA 32 Mo, KpoMe Toil Houu, Korja npuiesn Caxepyk, HO3TOMy
€10 OBJIa/IeNIO CTPaHHOE UyBCTBO. Kak B TOT pas, Korja oHa MombITaaach BHISICHUTH, ObuT i1 Mo [lenom
Moposom. Eii 66110 cThITHO MATH 32 HUM 110 TisstaM. Ho oH Obut cam BuHOBAT. [ToyeMy oH cripsiTan
OT Hee Ty KHUTY? A Teriepb coOMpacs OTAaTh ee DIMHOP, KHATY, KOTOPYIO €l BUIETh ObUIO Heslb3st!
Omna He MorJa 3a0bITh, Kak ObicTpo Mo cripsiTalt ee y ce0s 3a crHoi. [ToToM OHa mbITanach UCKaTh
ee B CyMKe ¢ Bemamu Mo, HO Tak 1 He Halllla.

Merru pemma, 4to ei MpocTo HeOOXOAUMO OBUIO YBHUIETh €€, MPeske YeM OHA MCYE3HET B
ofHOM 13 BUTpuH muHop! OHa TOJKHA 3HATh, TIOYEMY 3Ta KHHTa MpecTaBiisuia it Mo OOJIbIIyo
LIEHHOCTh, pa3 OH MpUBE3 ee ¢ COOOM B TAKYIO 1AJb. ..

Beixons u3 goma, oH orsaencs y aBepu, HoO Merru ycnena BOBpeMs CIIPATaThCs 3a CYHAYK,
MaxXHYIIMA aHTUMOJIBIO U JlaBaHaoi. OHa peria He MOKUAATh CBOEro yOeKHIa /10 TeX Mop, MokKa
He BepHetcs otell. Ha qBope oH HaBepHsika Obl ee 3aMeTHII.

Bpems TssHYIOCH MyUHMTENTBHO MEJIIEHHO, KaK BCerja ObIBaeT, KOrJa OueHb KJEMIb Yero-To, a
cepiie Tak 1 ObeTcs B TpyAd. Merru rnokasanoch, YTo KHATY Ha OEJTbIX MOJIKAX CIIEAST 3a Hell, HO OHU
MOJTYAJTH, CIIOBHO YYBCTBOBAJIM, YTO B TOT MOMEHT MerTu aymaia TOJIKO 00 OTHOM-eTMHCTBEHHOM
KHUTE.

Hakownerr Mo BepHyicsi, B pyKe OH JiepKaJl 3aBepHYThI B KOPUYHEBYIO YITAKOBOYHYIO Oymary
CBEpPTOK. «MoxkeT ObITh, OH IIPOCTO XOUET CIpSTaTh ee 3/1ech!» — mogymana Merru. A rie jydiie
BCEro0 MOXHO CIIpSTaTh KHUTY, Kak He cpenu Thicsy apyrux? Ja. Mo ocTaBuT ee 31ech, 1 OHU CHOBa
noenyT AomMoil. «<Ho MHe Obl XOTeJIOCh YBUJIETh €€ XOTh pa3ouek, — Jymaia Merru, — nmpexjie yem
OHA OKaKeTCs Ha TMOJIKe, K KOTOPOW MHE MOKHO MPUOIU3UTLCS TOJIBKO HA TPU IIara».

Mo mpories1 MUMO Hee Tak OJIM3KO, YTO OHa MOIJIA Obl JOTPOHYTHCS O HEro, HO, HECMOTPS
Ha 9TO, OH He 3aMeTuI1 ee. «Merru, Hy, He CMOTPY Ha MeHsI Tak! — TOBOpPHJI OH MHOT/Ia. — Thl CHOBa
YUTAEIlb MOM MBICIIN».

Terepb OH BHINIAIET 00ECIIOKOSHHBIM, OYATO He ObUT YBEpEH, MPABUJIBHO JI OH IOCTYIIAeT.
Merru MeJIeHHO I0cYMTaa JI0 TPEX U CHOBA MOC/IeIoBalla 32 HUM, HO HECKOJIBKO pa3 Mo Tak pe3Ko
OCTAHABJIMBAJICA, YTO OHA YyTh HE Bpe3ajach B Hero. OH He BEpHYJICSA B KYXHIO, a Cpa3y IpOILe
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B OuOmmoteky. He orsiapiBasich, OH OTKPBUT JBEPh CO 3HAKOM BEHEIMAHCKOTO IMeYaTHUKA U TUXO
3aKPBUI €€ 32 COOO.

Merru Tak ¥ OCTajach CPeAM BCEX STUX MOMYAIIMX KHUT, 33]aBasiCh BOIIPOCOM: CTOUT JIU i
WATU 32 HAM JQJIbIIIE. .. CTOUT JIM € MPOCUTh MoKa3aTh e KHury? Pazosnutcs au on? Toibko oHa
X0Tesia cooparhCs C yXOM U TOWTH BCJIe]] 32 HUM, KaK YCIIbIIIIAja Mard, peluTeIbHble, ObICTPbIE OT
HeTeprieHns. DTo Moria ObITh TOIBKO DnuHOp. Ho mouemy?

Merru OTKpbUIa COCEIHIO BEpb U IIMBITHYNIA B Hee. KpoBath ¢ 6angaxuHoM, mkad, ¢oro-
rpadun B cepeOpsHBIX paMKax, CTOIKA KHAT Ha HOYHOM CTOJIMKE, Ha KOBPE PACKPBITHINA KaTajior, Ha
CTpaHuLaX KOTOporo potorpacuu crapuHHbIX KHUT. OHa nonasa B cnajibHio dnuHop. Cepaue Merru
OCIIeHO KOJMOTHIIOCh, OHA MPHCITYIIANTACh — U3 KOPUAOpa JOHOCUIMCH SHEPTHMYHbIE MIard DIMHOP, a
MOTOM OHA YCIIBIIIANA, KaK JIBeph B OMOMMOTEKY 3aKpbLIach BO BTOPOH pas.

Merru OCTOPOHO BHIIIIA B KOPUIOP. B HepermmTeIbHOCTH CTOsIa OHa Tiepen IBEpbio B OMO-
JIMOTEKY, KaK BAPYT YbsI-TO pyKa C3a] Jieria ei Ha miedo. [lpyras pyka 3akpbuia e poT.

— 9710 51! — mpomenTan ei B yxo Caxepyk. — CToli CIIOKOIHO, a He TO HaM 00OUM JIOCTAHETCS.
[Tonumaenis?

Merru kuBHyna, 1 Caxkepyk MeJIeHHO yOpas pyKy OT ee pTa.

— TBo¥i oTel] X04YeT OTAATh ITOW BeJbMe KHUTY, Tak? — mpoiuentan oH. — OH XOIuI 3a Hell K
aBtoOycy? Hy, roBopu xe! OHa Obl1a y Hero B pykax?

Merru OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro OT ceOsl.

— 41 He 3Ha0! — nporenTtana oHa. — BaM-To 0 3TOro Kakoe neno?

— Kakoe mue 110 31010 1eio? — Cakepyk TUXO 3acMmesicst. — MoxeT ObITh, Koria-HIOYIb 51 TeOe
paccKaxy, Kakoe MHe JI0 3TOro JIeJI0. A ceivac s TOIbKO X04y 3HaTh, BUJEJIA JIU ThI 3TO.

Merru nokavasia rojoBoil. OHa cama He 3Haja, rnoyemy coBpasia Caxepyky. Moxer ObITb,
MOTOMY, UTO PyKa €ro yx O4eHb KPEIKO CJaBuIa ed poT.

— Merrn, nociymaii! — Caxepyk cMotpen eil B jmno. Ero mpambl HanoMuHamm OneHble
TI0JIOCHI, HAPMICOBAHHBIE KEM-TO Ha €ro IIeKax: JBe PacITyXIye MOJIOCKU Ha JIEBOHM U TPEThs Ha Mpa-
BOI, camasi IJIMHHAs, OT yXa JI0 Hoca. — KarpukopH yObeT TBOETO 0TI, €C/IM He MONYUYHT KHUTY! —
nporrentan Caxepyk. — OH yObeT ero, moHumaenib Tl 3107 Pa3Be s1 Tebe He paccKa3biBasl, KaKou
oH? OH XOueT 3aroIyYlTh 3Ty KHUTY, & OH BCErJa MoaydaeTr Bce, uyTo xoueT. CMeIIHO ayMaThb, 4To
311ech oHa OyJeT B Oe30MacHOCTH.

— Mo Tak He gymaer!

Caxepyk BBHIIPSIMIJICS U YCTaBUIICS HA IBEPh OMOIMOTEKH.

— Ja, g 3Ha10, — MpodopMoTai oH. — B 3ToM-TO Best u 3arBo3aka. M mostomy... — OH B3suI
Merru 3a TUIeud U TMOABEN ee K 3aKphiTol aBepH. — [loaToMy ThI 3aiijienis Tyla Kak HU B YeM He
OBbIBAJIO U Y3HAelllb, YTO OHU HaMEpEeHsI ceaTh ¢ KHUTOW. [ToHATHO?

Merru xoTtesna ObI0 BO3MYTUTHCS, HO HE YcIiesia OHA TIOBEPHYThCs, Kak CakepyK OTKPbLT JBEPb
Y BTOJIKHYJI €€ B OMOIMOTEKY.
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IIpocro kapTUHKA

Ecau kmo-mo kpadem KHueu uau He 8036paujaem ux, 0OOANCUB HA
8peMsl, NYCmo NPEGPAMUNCS KHU2A 8 €20 PYKAX 8 NOA3YHUe20 2a0d, U Oa X8amumn
€20 yoap, u da omemerom 6ce ezo unervl. M1 da 6ydem oH 2poMKO Kpuuams,
npocsi nowadvl, u 0a He Oydem myueHusim e2o kKorya. M nycme KHUdiCHble uepeu
211001CYM €20 GHYMPEHHOCMU, A NOCACOHUM HAKA3AHUEM €20 CIaHen 6e4Has
I'eenna oenennas.

Haonuco 6 oudauomexe monacmuips Can-Iledpo ¢ bapcenone’

Merru yBuziena Ha CTyJe YIaKOBOYHYIO OymMary — KHUTY pa3BepHy/Id. HUKTO He 3aMeTHJ1, 4To
OHa BOIIUIA. DJIMHOP CKJIOHUJIACH HAJI MIOMUTPOM, a PSIOM C Hell, CIIMHOM K JBepH, cTosi1 Mo.

— HeseposiTHo. §I mymaiia, 4to 60sblie He CyIeCTBYET HA OHOTO SK3eMIUIsIpa, — CKazaia -
HOp. — OO0 3TOi KHUre pPaccKasblBAIOT MHTepecHble UcTopur. OIUH aHTUKBAp, Y KOTOPOTO s 4acTo
TMOKYTIAl0 KHUTH, COOOIIMI MHE, YTO HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3aj y Hero yKpajau TpU SK3eMIUIspa TOH
KHUTH, IPUYEM BCe B OIUH JieHb. [10X0Xk1e UCTOpUM MPOU3OIILIH el1ie C ABYMSI KHUTOTOPTrOBIAMHU.

—IIpaBaa? lefictBuTenbHO cTpaHHo! — ckazas Mo. Merru ciMikoM Xopo1io 3Hasa rojoc oTia,
YTOOBI IOHSATh, YTO €ro YAUBJIEHHE ObUIO TPUTBOPHBIM. — HO, 4TO OBI TAM HU OBLIO, 9Ta KHUI'a OYEHb
J0pora MHE, HECMOTPsI HM Ha Kakue TalHbl. W 51 3Ha10, 4yTo y TeOs1 OHAa B HAJECKHBIX PyKax 0 TexX
Top, TOKa 51 He CMOTY 3a0paTh ee.

— V MeHs Kaxjaas KHUra B HaJIeXKHBIX pyKax, — CTPOro ckazayia dnuHop. — Thl Be/lb 3Haelb,
9TO MOM AETH, MOU YEPHIJIbHBIE JIETH, U 51 pajelo M 3a004yCch O HUX: 0Oeperal X OT COJTHEYHOTO
CBETa, CTUPAI0 C HUX MbUIb, 3AIIUINAI0 OT IPA3HBIX MaJbLIEB. DTa KHUrA 3aliMET MOYETHOE MECTO,
Y HUKTO HE YBHIWT, MIOKA THl HE 3aXOYelllb MOMYYTh ee Ha3ad. Most OMOIMOTEKa, KaK Thl 3HACIIIb,
He TMpeiHa3HavYeHa 1Jis mocetutesnield. [locie ux BU3BUTOB B MOMX OCJHBIX KHUTAX OCTAIOTCS JKUPHBIE
TISITHA U CJIEJIbl TTAJIbIEB. A KpoMe TOro, MOM JIOM 3allIMIIEH OYeHb JOPOroil CUTHAIM3AIUEH.

— Jla, 310 ocobeHHO oOHaeuBaeT! — ¢ oberdyeHreM ckaszan Mo. — Criacu6o tebe, dmuHop!
Sl nevictBuTeILHO OYeHb TeOe Omarogaper. U ecnu B Onukaiiiiee BpeMsi KTO-HUOYIb CIIPOCUT TeOsI O
KHHTe, cliesiaid BUjI, Oy/ATO Thl O Hel HUKOT/Ia He CIIbIIIaja. XOpoIo?

— Hy, pasymeercs. Yero He crenaelib paau xopoiiero nepervierdynka? M norom, Tel Beb Myk
MoOeH TUIeMSIHHUIIBL. 3Haelllb, BpeMEeHaMH MHe ee Tak He xBaraeT! [la v Thl HaBepHsIKa YyBCTBYeIllb
TO ke caMoe. A BOT J10Yb TBOS, IIOXOXe, 00XOIUTCA U Oe3 Hee.

— OHa no4uTH He MOMHUT MaTh, — TUXO cKazay Mo.

— Moxert, 310 U K JyunieMy. MIHOraa coBceM He MJI0XO MMETh KOPOTKYIO MaMsiTh. Bo3MOXHO,
MBI HUYETO He 3HaM Obl, eciiu O He KHUTU. Bce Ha cBeTe KaHys10 Obl B HeObITHE: TpOsTHCKast BOWHA,
Komym6, Mapko Iomno, Illekcriup, Bce TH HEHOpMaJTbHBIE KOPOJIM U OOTH. . . — DIIMHOP OBEPHYJIACh
M 3aCThUIa Ha MecTe. — §l He crbliana, Kak Thl BOILIA, — CKa3aja OHa, YCTABUBIIKCH Ha Merru Tak
BpaxIeOHO, YTO OeTHSKKE OTpedoBaIoCh COOpPATh BCE CBOE MYKECTBO, UTOOBI HE Pa3BEPHYTHCS U
He BBIOEKaTh B KOPUJIOP.

— JaBHo TbI 31€Ch cToMIb, Merru? — cripocut Mo.

Merru BBICOKO TIOHSIIA TOJIOBY.

— Ei1 Tel noKa3biBaellb 3Ty KHUTY, @ OT MeHd npsyenib! — cka3ayia oHa. Hananenue Bceraa
JydIliee CpeCcTBO 3auThl. — Elle HUKOraa Thl He mpsATai oT MeHsl KHUru! YUTo Takoro 0coOeHHOTo
B 3T0M? { 4ro, ocnenHy, npountas ee? M oHa OTKycUT MHe Tayiblpl? UTO 3a CTpaIllHble TaiHbI
XPaHSTCS B HEH, O KOTOPBIX MHE HeJIb3s1 3HATh?

3 LuTupyetcs mo A. Manremo.
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— V MeHs ecTh IPUYHHBI He TTOKa3bIBaTh ee Tebe, — OTBEeTH Mo, ToOJIeTHEB.

be3 nuimHMX cj10B OH J8(0)1(0)11(SN) N Merru n IOTalInI 6I>UIO €€ K IBEpU, HO Merrn BbIPBAJIACh.

— Kak xe ona ynpsima! — 3asiBusa nmunop. — MHe 3T0 B Heit 1axe HpaBuTcs. Ee MaTh B 1eTcTBe
ObL1a TOUHO Takoi ke. [Tomoian. — OHa oToIILTa B CTOPOHY U MO3BaJia ee K ceOe, MaxXHyB PyKoi. — Thl
COOCTBEHHBIMU TJIa3aMH YBU/IMIIIb, YTO 3TA KHUra COBEPIIEHHO HUYEM He rpuMedaresbHa. Ho yoe-
Mch B 3ToM cama. CBOMM IJ1a3aM BEPSIT B MIEPBYIO ouepe/ib. lyMato, TBOM OTel] CO MHOM COTJIaCUTCS.

Omna BornpocHTeITbHO B3MIsAHY/Ia Ha Mo. Mo kone6arcst, Ho, CMUPHUBILKCH C CUTyallel, KUBHYT
T'OJIOBOIA.

PackpeiTast kHuTa Jexana Ha monutpe. Ha nepBblii B3MJIs] OHa He Ka3anach OCOOEHHO CTapowu.
Merru 3HaJIa, KaK BBIITTAIAT [MO-HACTOAIIEMY CTApPbIC KHUTHU. B MaCTepCKOﬁ Mo ona BUACIa KHUT'U, HA
JKEJITBIX CTPAHUIIAX KOTOPBIX MOKHO OBUIO OOHAPYKUTD IIEJIbIN Y30p U3 MATEH, TIOXOKHUI Ha Jleonap-
JOBYIO paciBeTKy. OHa BCHOMHMJIA KHUTY, TIEperyieT KOTOPOH ObLT OpakeH JIPEBECHBIMU YEPBSIMHU:
OCTaBJICHHbIEC UMU CJICIbI 6I)IJ]I/I IMOXO0XHU Ha CJICAbl KPOHICYHLBIX I1YJIb, U MO, OTCOCIUHUB KOPEIIOK
OT KHUT'U, aKKYPATHO MEPEIIC/T CTPpAHULIBI U CIOWJI 1JIA HUX HOBOC I1J1IaThE. Takoe miaTbe U3roTOBIIA-
JIOCh U3 KOKM WJTH M30 JIbHA, YacTO YKPAIIaloCh TUCHEHWEM, KOTOPOE BBITIOJHSIOCh KPOIIEYHBIMU
revyarsiMm, a MHOT/IA ¥ 30JI0YEHHEM.

[Neperier 3TOM KHUTK OBLT M3TOTOBJIEH M30 JIbHA CEPeOPHUCTO-3€IEHOTO 1IBETa, KaK JIUCThS
uBbl. Kpas neperiera ObuM ciierka MoTepThl, a Oymara Oblla IOCTATOYHO Oelo, TaK YTO KaXAylo
OyKBY ObLIO YeTKO BUIHO. Ha OTKpBITOM pa3BopoTe Jiekaia KpacHast TecbMa-3akiagka. Ha crpanurie
cripaBa Oblla KapTHMHKA, HA KOTOPOW OBUIM M300pakeHbl POCKOIIHO OJEThIE KEHIHHBI, TJIOTaTeNb
OTHsl, aKpoOaThl M HEKTO, TIOXOKUI Ha KOpoJsl. Merru Jiucrana aajipiie. B kHure 010 Majio wuto-
CTparnyii, Ho OYKBHIIbI B HAUaJle KaxKJ0H IJIaBbl CAMH TIPECTABIISIA COOON KAPTUHKM: HA OJHUX OyK-
BaX CHJEJH XKUBOTHBIE, pyrue ObUIM OOBUTHI PACTEHUSIMU, OYKBY «B» OKpyKaju SI3bIKU TJIAMEHH.
Oronb KazaJjcs TaKUM HaCTOAIIIMM, 4TO Merrn MMpUIIIOCH JOTPOHYTLCA OO0 HETO, ‘ITO6LI IIOHATH, UTO
oH He oOxwuraet. Crenyromias rjaBa HaunHaach ¢ OykBbel «K». OHa mpecTaBisia coO0l BOMHA C
IIUPOKO PACCTaBJICHHBIMUA HOTaMM, Ha IPABOM PyKe KOTOPOTO CHIEN 3BEpPEK C MYIIUCTBIM XBOCTOM.
«KT0-TO e/1Ba 1 3aMeTwWII, Kak OH TIOKMHYJI TOPOf», — MpounTasia Merru, Ho DIUHOP 3aXJIOMHYJIA
KHUTY TIPSMO y Hee Tiepel] HOCOM, MPEexk/Ie YeM JAEeBOYKa JOUMTAsIa IPeIIoKEeHHe 10 KOHIIA.

— Ilymaio, 3TOro 1I0CTaTOYHO, — CKa3aja OHa U CyHyJIa KHUTY 110, MBIIIKY. — TBOM OTell Honpo-
CUJI MEHSI XPAaHUTh 3Ty KHUTY B O€30IMaCHOM MECTe, sl TOTYAC BBITIOJIHIO €T0 MPOChOY.

Mo cHoBa cxBatuil Merru 3a pyKy, 4 Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa MOAYMHUIIACH EMY.

— Merru, noxaiyiicta, 3a0yap 00 1ol KHure! — mporenTtan oH. — OHa MTPUHOCUT HECUacThe.
51 Haiiny Tebe COTHU qPYyTHX.

Merru TOJIBKO KMBHYJA. Y JIBEpY OHa OpocHIIa MOCTISAHUI B3I Ha DIMHOP, KOTOpast CMOT-
peJia Ha KHUTY C TaKOW HEKHOCTBIO, ¢ Kakoi Mo Jacto cMoTpes Ha Merru, HakpbiBasi ee OfiesyIoM
riepesi CHOM.

[Totom nBEpb 3aKpbLIaACS.

— Kyna ona ee cripsuer? — cripocuiia Merru, uzisi o KOpuaopy cieom 3a Mo.

- O, IJIA TAKHUX CIIYy4YaeB Y HEC €CTb YAUBUTE/IbHLIC T&leI/IKI/I, — YKJIOHYMBO OTBCTUJI Mo.-Ho g
O HUX HUYCTO HE 3HAI0, YTO BOBCE HE YIUBUTEJILHO, KOI'ld p€4b UIET O TarHuKax. Thl HE BO3pakacllb,
ecyu s1 oTBefy TeOsi B TBOIO KOMHATY? — OH TIbITaJICSl TOBOPUTH 0€33200THO, HO 3TO y HETO HE OYeHb
XOPOLIO NMOTy4Yasiock. — OHa BBIJISIIUT KaK JOPOrof FOCTUHUYHBIA HOMep. HeT-HeT, ropasio jydie.

— 310poBo, — mpodopMoTaia Merru u orfsiHysiack, Ho Caxxkepyka HUr/Ie He ObLIO.

I'ne on nponagan? Eit Hy)HO OBUTIO KOE-4TO CIIpocHTh Y Hero. [Ipsimo ceiiyac. OnHa Bce Bpems
Aymaja TOJbKO 00 3ToM, moka Mo mokasbiBajl el KOMHATy U yBepsil, UTO Ternepb, KOoraa Bce ObUIo
B TIOJTHOM TIOPSIIKE, EMY OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO BBINOJHUTD padoTy, U y&ke OYeHb CKOPO OHU BEPHYTCS
nomoi. Merru kuBana, Jenas BUJ, YTO CIyLIAeT €ro, a Ha caMoM JieJie JyMajla O TOM, YTO XOTeJsa
y3HaTh y Caxepyka. Eil kazanoch crpaHHbIM, 4T0O MO HMUEro He 3arnojo3puil.
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Korga oren ymen 3a 6araxxom, Merru TyT e omyanach Ha KyxHio, HO Tam Cakepyka He ObLIO.
OHa 3amisiHysa B criayibHIO DUHOpP. CKOJIBKO JIBepeil B 3TOM OIPOMHOM JIOME OHa HU OTKphIBaJa,
Haiitu Caxepyka el Tak ¥ He yAaJoch. B KOHIle KOHIIOB OHa MPOCTO ycTajia uckarb. Mo yxe 1aBHO
JIer CraTh, 1a ¥ DIIMHOP CKPbLIACh 32 JBEPbMH CIIAJIbHU. Merru HUuero He 0CTaBajioch, Kak OTIpa-
BUTBHCSI B CBOI0 KOMHATY U JIeub HA OTPOMHYIO KpoBaTh. Jleska Ha Heill, OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl TaKOM
KPOXOTHOM, CJIOBHO €€ MPeBpaThIIv B Kapiuily. [IpoBozst pyKo# MO MOCTeIbHOMY OeJblo B IIBETOYEK,
oHa mipeacrapiisia ceds Anucoit B CtpaHe yygec. B octanpHOM ke KOMHATa el HpaBwiach. B Heli
OBbLJIO MHOTO KHUT U KapTuH. Tam J1a)ke KaMuH ObUT, HO OH BHIIJIAJEN TaK, OyATO UM yKe CTO JIeT He
TMOJIB30BAJIMCh. MerTu BcTasia ¢ KpoBaTy U MOJOILIA K OKHY.

Ha ynune yxe nqaBHO ObLJIO TEMHO, M HE yCIIesa OHa PacraxHyTh CTaBHU, KaK XOJIOAHBIN BeTep
OyHYyJ1 edl B Juio. EAMHCTBEeHHOE, YTO OHAa MOIJIa pasmisgeTh B TEMHOTE, ObUT TOCHITAHHBIA Ipa-
BueM J1Bop. Cepo-0Oeribie KaMHU OJ1eIHBIM CBETOM ocBernai hoHaps. [Tonocatsiii aBToOyc Mo, CJIOBHO
3e0pa, CTOSLT PAJIOM C CepbiM KOMOU DIMHOP — Mo HaHec MOJIOCKH Ha OeJIBI JIak TOCIe TOro, Kak
nonapwi Merru «Mayrimn». OHa BCIOMHIIIA JIOM, KOTOPBIM OHU Tak CIIENTHO TIOKUHYJIU, CBOIO KOM-
HATy Y KONy, B KOTOPOH Ternepb MyCTOBAJIO €€ MECTO. BhIJIo M 3TO CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO TOCKOM IO
JOMY, OHa He 3HaJA.

CraBHM Tak M OCTaJIMCh PacTIaXHYTHIMU, KOT/Ia OHA Jieryia craTh. Psgom ¢ kpoBateio Mo nocra-
BUWJI ee CYHIIy4OK ¢ KHuramu. OHa 10cTajia u3 Hero MepBylo MOMAaBIIYI0CsS KHUTY U MOTBITAIach CBsI-
3aTh 3HAKOMBIE CJIOBA B €IMHOE 1IeJI0€, HO €i 3TO He yIaBaJIoCh — TO U €O y Hee mepe] Ia3amMu
BO3HUKAJA Ta, pyras, KHUra, To u aejio Merru Bujiena nepen coooi OyKBHIIbI, OKpYyKeHHbIe 00pa-
3aMU, YbU UCTOPUHU OCTAJIUCH [JIs1 HEC HEU3BCCTHBIMU ITPOCTO ITOTOMY, YTO Y KHHUI'K HE 6I)UIO BpPEMCHU
UX paccKasaTb.

«51 momxHa pasbickath Cakepyka, — HOBTOpsUIa OHa, 3achimnast. — JJokeH ke OH rae-To ObITh!»
Ho Tyt KHura Beinana y Hee U3 pyK, ¥ OHa 3aCHYJIa.

VY1pom ee pa3Oymuio comHile. Bo3myx ObUT ellie XOJMOOHBIM, HO HeOO OBbUIO SICHOE, U, BBITJIS-
HYB U3 OKHa, MeITu CMOIJIa pacCMOTpPETh BIAJA CPEe/iU JIePEeBbEB MEpIAIIYIO I71ajb 03epa. Kom-
HaTa, KOTOPYIO ONpeeNuia el DIMHOP, HAXOIUIIACh Ha MIEPBOM 3Taxke. Mo criaj uepes3 JBe KOMHATBI
ot Hee, a CaxkepyKy MPUIIUIOCh IOTUTHCSI B KAMOPKe TIOJ] Kpbiltieil. Buepa, pa3bickuBas ero, Merru
3arisiHy/Ia ¥ B Hee. Tam cTosiia y3Kasi KpoBaTh, BOKPYT' KOTOPOW IPOMO3IMJIUCH SIIIUKYU C KHUTAMU.

Korzma Merru criyctuiack K 3aBTpaky, Mo cujen 3a cTojioM BMecTe ¢ nuHop, Ho Caxepyka
C HUMH He OBLIO.

— A OH yKe M03aBTpaKaj, — I3BUTEJBHO CKa3ajia DIIMHOP, Korga Merru cpocuia 0 HeM. —
[Tpruem B KOMITaHUU OCTPO3YOOTo 3Bepsi, KOTOPBII CHIIET Ha CTOJIE, KOTJIa 51, HIYEro He Mojio3peBas,
BOlJIa B KyXHIO. On YBUOET MEHA U TYT KE€ 3alIUIICIL. Ho g sacno Aajia IIOHATb BalleMy Apyry, 4To
eIMHCTBEHHbIE )KMBOTHbIC, KOTOPHIX sI TEPILTIO Ha CTOJIE, — 9TO KOMHATHBIE MYXH, U TOCJIE 3TOTO OH
yIIIeJT Ha YJIUIy BMECTE CO CBOMM ITYIIIMCTBIM 3BEPEM.

— Yro Tebe ot Hero Haxo? — crpocu Mo.

— Huuero ocoGeHHOTO, ... TOJBKO XOTella KOe-4To CIIPOCUTh Y Hero, — cka3aia Merru.

Omna J1oesna Kycok xJ1e0a, BhIIHIa HEMHOTO Y’KaCHO FTOPbKOT'0O KaKao, IIPUTOTOBJICHHOTO DIIMHOP,
1 BeIOEXKATIA BO JIBOP.

Caxepyk ObLT 32 IOMOM, Ha TIOCTPUKEHHOM JTyXKalKe, T PSIIOM C THIICOBOM CTaTyel aHresa
CTOSLT OJIMH-ETUHCTBEHHBIN IIe3JI0HT. [ BUHA HUT/Ie He ObLTO BUIHO. Ha KpacHOM poyiofieHApoHe pyra-
smchk nTuiibl, a Cakepyk CTOSUI PSAOM U caMO3a0BEHHO KOHIJIMPOBaI. MerTH MbITajlach COCUUTATh
APKUE HIApbl — YETHIPE, MIECTh, BOCEMb. Crog Ha OIIHOI;'I HOre, OH JIOBUJI UX TaK 6bICTpO, 4TO OT IIpHU-
CTaJIbHOTO HAOMIOICHUs 32 HUIMH Y Hee 3aKpyKuiiach rojioBa. OHU Tak JIETKO CHOBA OKa3bIBAIUCH Y
HEero B pyke, OyATO eMy BOBCE He Hy)KHO ObLIO CIIeIUTh 32 HUMHU. JIuIib 3ameTB Merru, OH OTBJIEKCS
Y YIYCTWJI O[JMH I1ap, KOTOPBIN MOJKATUJICS MPSIMO K €€ HOraMm.

Merru nonoOpana ero u 6pocria Caxepyky.
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— I'ie BbI 3TOMY HAyYWINCh? — CIPOCKHIIA OHA. — DTO MPOCTO. .. MOTPSICAIOIIE.

OH ¢ HacCMeIIKOU MOKJIOHMWJICS eil. Ha ymiie y Hero cHoBa OblTa Ta CTpaHHasH yJIbIOKa.

— 51 sTM 3apadaThiBalo, — CKa3aj OH. — DTUM U ellle KOe-4eM.

— U kak ke 3TM MOXHO 3apaboTarh IeHbIU?

— Ha priakax. Ha npazaaukax. Ha neTckux npasgHukax v THsX poxkaeHus. Tel Korna-HuOyIb
OblJIa Ha TAKOM PBIHKE, Ha KOTOPOM Bce BeqyT ceOsi Tak, OyaTo xkuByT B CpeHeBeKOBbe?

Merru kuBHyna. Kak-To pa3 ona Oputa Ha HonoOHOM phiHKe BMecTe ¢ Mo. Kakue ynuButenbHbie
TOBapbl MOXXHO OBbLJIO TaM yBUeTh! Kazasioch, OHM ObLIIM He U3 PYroro BpeMeHH, a U3 APYroro Myupa.
Mo Kyt el IKaTyInKy, yKpaleHHYI0 MaJleHbKOW PHIOKOM 13 3eJIeHO-30JI0TUCTOro MeTaia. B Tyso-
BUIIE PHIOKM ObLT BCTABJIEH IIAPUK, KOTOPBIA 3BEHEN, KaK KOJOKOJIbYMK, KOT/IA IIKATYJIKY TPSCIH.
B BO31yXe Tam MaxJio CBeKeBBIIIEYEHHBIM XJIEOOM, IBIMOM M MOKPOW OfiekKA0i. Merru Buzena, Kak
Ky3Hell KOBaJl M€Y, a 3aMETUB NIEPEOAETYIO BeAbMY, TYT ke CrpsTajach 3a ciuHor Mo.

Caxepyk coOpaJ Bce miapbl 1 OpOCHII UX B CYMKY, OHA Jie)Kasla PAaCKPhITON Ha TpaBe Mo3au
Hero. Merru nojionuia 1, 3arjisiHyB B Hee, YBUjIena OyThIIKHY, OeJTyIo BaTy 1 MaKeT MOJIOKa, HO OOJIbIe
HUYEro paccMOTpPeTh He ycriena, moToMmy uTo Caxepyk ObICTPO 3aXJIOMHYIN CYMKY.

— W3BuHu. [IpodeccronanbHble TaliHbl, — CKa3all OH. — TBOM OTell BCe-TaKu OTAAJ KHUTY 3TOW
SnuHop, ga?

Merru B3apOrHyJa.

—l'oBopu, He Hoiics. 51 Bce paBHO Bee 3Haw. S moacaymmBain. OH MpoCcTO HEHOPMAJTBHBIN, eCin
XOUET OCTaBUTh ee 31ech. Ho uto s Mory caenars?

Caxepyk ces B HIE3JIOHT. Ps/ioM ¢ HUM Ha TpaBe Jiexkas pIoK3aK, U3 KOTOPOro Topyas Mmyllu-
CTBII XBOCT.

— J Bupena I'suna, — cka3zana Merrn.

— Hapo xe! — Caxepyk OTKMHYJICS Ha3a/ U 3aKkpbul IM1a3a. [Ipu coHeuHOM cBeTe ero BOJIOCh
Kazanuch ceemiee. — 51 Toxke. OH cUAUT B ploK3ake. B 310 Bpemsi OH CIIuT.

— 51 Buzena ero B kHure. — Merru He cBoauia a3 ¢ Caxepyka, HO OH OCTaJIcsl HeBO3MYTUM. B
om4re 0T MO MBIC/IY €r0 HEBO3MOXKHO ObLIIO IPOUMTATh Ha JIOY. Ero JUIio 06110 Mogo6HO 3aK phITOM
KHUTE, 1 Merru nokasanoch, YTO OH YAApUT MO MajbllaM KakKI0ro, KTO MOIBITAETCSI B HEW YTO-TO
npountatsk. — OH cuzen Ha OykBe «K», — mpomomkana oHa. — ¢ y3Hasia ero pokKKH.

— IlpaBna? — Caxepyk Tak M Jiexkasl, He OTKpbIBas I1a3. — A Thl, CIy4ailHO, HE 3Haelllb, Ha
KAaKyIo TIOJIKYy OHa IIOCTaBUJIa KHUTY?

Merru CIOBHO He ChbllIasia BOIIPOCaA.

—IMouyemy ['BuH Tak MOXOX Ha 3Bepsi B KHUTE? — CIIPOCKIIa OHA. — A pora Bbl eMy JIeHICTBUTEILHO
MIPUKJICHITH.

CaxepyK OTKpbUI I71a3a U 30KMYPHJICS OT COJTHLIA.

— Heyxem? — cipocui oH, misas Ha HE0O.

JIBa obnaka noBuciu Haj goMoM DnurHop. CoNHIEe CKPBUIOCH 32 OHUM M3 HUX, M TYT ke Ha
3€JIEHYIO TpaBy ylajia TeHb, [I0X0XKasl Ha TPA3HOE MATHO.

— Orerr untaet Tede Bemyx, Merru? — cipocun Caxepyk.

Merru He1OBEpUMBO MOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETo, MIOTOM CeJjla Ha KOJIEHW BO3JIe PIOK3aKa U MpoBesia
PYKOH 110 111es1IkoBoMy XBocTy ['BuHa.

— Her, — ckazayia oHa, — HO OH Hay4YHJI MEHS YUTaTh, KOT/Ia MHE OBUIO TISITh JIET.

— Cripocu ero, ouemMy OH Tebe HUKOTJa He YuTal BCIayX, — ckasan Caxepyk. — Ho He Bepb
€ro OTTOBOPKaM.

— INoyemy xe? — pazapakeHHO orpaBabpBaiach Merru. — OH IpocTo 3TOro He JIIoOUT. BoTt 1
BCE.

Caxepyk ycMexHyicsl. OH IPUNOJHSICA B LIE3JIOHTE U OIYCTHJI PYKY B PIOK3aK.
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— A y Hac, MOXOXe, MOJHbIA KHUBOT, — Ha OLLYIb ONpeaeana oH. — lymaio, ['BuH ycrnenHo
MOOXOTUJICS TPOLLION Houblo. Haznelock, oH He pa3zopui ouepeaHoe rues3no. M Bce 3To TOIBKO
OyJIOUKY U s, KOTOPbIE JaBaJIM Ha 3aBTpPaK.

I'BuH 3aBUJISIT XBOCTOM. MerTy ¢ OTBpAIlIEHUEM yCTaBUJIACh Ha piok3ak. OHa OblTa paja, uTo
He Bujiena Moprnodky ['BuHa. MoxkeT ObITh, Ha Hell Oblla 3aCOXINasi KPOBb.

Caxepyk CHOBAa OTKMHYJICS B LLIE3JIOHTE.

— Tebe mokasarhb, IJisl 4Yero MHe HyKHbI OyTBIJIKH, BaTa U MPOYME TAMHCTBEHHbIE BEIIUIIbI? —
CIIPOCUJI OH, HE IIsAsA Ha Hee. — Ho a7 aToro Heo6xoamumo, 4ToObl CTEMHENI0, YTOOBI HACTYIHJIA
KpomeniHast TbMa. OCMEMIIbCS JIU Thl BBIUTU U3 A0MA MOCPEIN HOUM?

— Koneuno! — o6mxeHHO oTBeTMIa MerTH, X0Ts el ObLIO He MPOCTO cienarh 310. — Ho cHavana
OTBETHTE MHE, ITIOYEMY .. .

— OtBerbre? — Caxepyk paccMesuics. — ['ocrioau, Thl elie ckaxu MHe: «OTBEeTbTe, oXKajyiicTa,
rocrionuH Caxepyk». DTOro BHIKaHbs s TPOCTO HE TIEPEHOIITy, TI03TOMY OpPOCh 3TO, TIOHSTHO?

Merru npukycuia ry0y ¥ kuBHyna. OH ObUl TIpaB — oOpaiiatbCss K HEMY Ha «Bbl» OBLIO
yepecuyp.

— Hy, xoporio, noyemy Tbl Ipukjiens1 I BUHY poXKH? — 3aKOHUMIIA OHA BOIPOC. — W 4TO Th
3HaelIb 00 3TOi KHUre?

Caxepyk CKpecTuJI 3a roJIOBOU PyKH.

— 41 3Ha10 0 Hell OYeHb MHOTO, — CKa3al OH. — V1 BO3MOXKHO, KOT/1a-HUOY/Ib 5 TaKe PacCKaxy
tebe 0 Heill. Ho HauHeM co BCTpeuM CeroiHs HOYblo, OKOJIO OJMHHAIIATA Ha 9TOM CaMOM MeCTe.
Cormnacna?

Merru B3IJIsIHY A Ha Apo3/a, 0e3 YMOJKY IeOeTaBIIero Ha Kphllie 0Ma DIIMHOP.

— Jla, — ckazayia oHa. — B oquHHaauarh. — M nmodexaia B JI0M.

DMUHOpP Mpeiokmia Mo yCTpOUTh MacTepCKyIo psaoM ¢ oudmrorekoin. Tam Obula MajieHb-
Kas KOMHaTa, B KOTOPOH pacrioaraioch COOpaHue SHIMKIIONeIiA )KUBOTHBIX M PACTEHUH (KaxeTcs,
DnmuHOp codupalia BCe CYIIECTBYIONNE BUIbI KHUT). KHUTY CTOSUTM Ha MOJIKaX U3 CBETJIOrO JIepeBa,
IO T[BETY MOXOXKero Ha Mell. PAIoM ¢ HEeKOTOPHIMU M3 HUX OBUTH BUTPHUHBI C 3aCYITIEHHBIMU KyKaMH.
VBuzeB 3Ty KoJUIeKIuio, Merru craa ere Xyxe gymaTb 00 DIMHOp. Y eTUHCTBEHHOTO OKHA CTOSLT
CTOJT — KPACHUBBIU CTOJ C PE3HBIMHM HOKKaMU, HO BIIOJIOBHHY KOpPOYE TOTO, YTO CTOST B MACTEPCKOM
Mo y nux goma. Ckopee Bcero, OH BhIpyrajicsi mpo ce0si, korga Merru npocyHyna B JBepb I'OJIOBY.

— Tlocmotpw, kakoii cron! — ckaszan oH. — Ha Hem Tonbko miepeduparh MOYTOBBIE MAapKH, HO
He KHUTH nepervieratb. CaMo MoMelieHre Kakoe-To MaJleHbKoe. A Ky/a MHe MOCTaBHTh mpecc? A
WHCTpYMeHThI? B mponuteii pa3 s pabotan HaBepxy, MOJ KPHIIIeH, HO ¢ TeX TOp TaM CoOpaioch
HECUYETHOE YKCIIO SIIUKOB C KHUTAMHU.

Merru nipoBesia pyKoii 1o KOpeIlKaM KHHT, TECHSIITUMCS Ha TIOJIKe.

— Ckaxu e, uyTo Tede HyKEeH CTOJ MOOOIbIIIE.

OHnHa akKypaTHO B3sJ1a C MMOJIKK OJIHY KHUTY U pacKpbuia ee. Ha cirydaifHO OTKPBITOM CTpaHuUIle
ObLTM N300pakeHbl HEOOBIUHBIE HACEKOMBIE: KYKH C pOraMu, TIAyKH ¢ X0O0TOM, a Y OTHOTO OBbLT Aaxke
HACTOAIIMI HOC. Merru mpoBesia YKa3aTeJIbHbIM MaJTbIIEM 10 MOTYCKHEBIIIUM KapTUHKAM.

— Mo, mouemy Thl HUKOT/IA HE YUTAJT MHE BCITyX ?

Orell BAPYT Tak pe3KO OOEPHYJICS, UYTO U3 PYK Y HETO UyTh HE BhINAJIa KHUTA.

— [Mouemy TBI MeHs1 00 3TOM cripammBaensb? Thl pasroBapuBaia ¢ Caxepykom, Tak? Uro oH
TeOe pacckazan?

— Huyero. CoBcem Huuero!

Merru cama He MOHMMaJa, moyeMy coBpasia. OHa MocTaBuia KHATY TPO KYKOB Ha MecTo. Eif
BJPYT CTAJIO Ka3aThCsl, YTO KTO-TO IJIETET BOKPYT HUX TOHYAKIIYIO Ay TUHY, TAYTUHY U3 TalH U JIKH,
Y YTO OHA He3aMETHO CTAaHOBUTCS BCE IJIOTHEE.

— [To-moemy, 3T0 OueHb Jake HEeIIOXOW BOIIPOC, — CKaszajia OHa, Oepsi C TOJIKH APYTYIO KHUTY.
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Knwura naseiBasiach «Mactepa MacCKUpOBKU». ’KUBOTHBIE B HEW BBHIIJISIIENN KaK BETOUKU WU
CYXHe JIUCThS.

Mo cHOBa NMOBEPHYJICS K HEH CITUHOM U HaYaJl BBIKJIAAbIBATh HA CTOJI CBOM MHCTPYMEHTBHI: ClIeBa
Jexana rnonurpadpudeckas raanika, psaoM ¢ Held — MOJIOTOK C KPYIJION rOJIOBOM, KOTOPBIM OH COM-
BaJI KHWKHBIE KOPEIIKH, OCTPBIN HOX 111 OyMary. . .

OOBIYHO OH HACBHCTHIBAJ ceOe MO HOC KaKylo-HUOYIb MEJIOMI0, HO ceiiyac OH Bce Jesal
Momya. Merru 4yBCcTBOBaJa, YTO €r0 MBICJH ObLIM T7ie-TO oueHb Janeko. Ho rae?

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH yceJicsl Ha Kpai CTojIa ¥ MOCMOTPeT Ha J10Yb.

— 41 He moOITI0 YUTATh BCIIYX, — CyXO CKa3asl OH, — IPOCTO TIOTOMY, 4TO He Joomo. Hy, Thl ke
3TO BCErJa 3Haja.

— INouemy e mobumbs? Tel Beab paccKasbpiBaelllb MHE pa3Hble UCTOPUU. Thl MPOCTO 3aMeva-
TEJIbHBIA PacCKa3uuK. MoXkellb IMUTUPOBATh pa3HbIe T0JI0Ca, MOKEIIb TOBOPUTh M TAMHCTBEHHO, U
CMEIIIHO. . .

Mo CJIOXWI pyKH Ha TPyAd, OYATO MBITASCh 32 HUMU CIIPSATATHCS.

— To1 Mor 661 TounTaTh MHE « ToMa Coliepa», — mpemioxuiaa Merru, — unm «OTKyIa y Hocopora
IKypa».

D10 OBUI OMWH M3 CaMbIX JIOOMMBIX paccka3zoB Mo. Korga oHa Oblia ele MajeHbKOW, OHa
urpaia ¢ Mo u npezcrasiisiia cede, 4To xJieOHble KPOIIKY Ha ee Ofexk/e ObUTM TaKUMHU ke, KaK Ha
KO’K€ HOCOpOTa.

— la, 3TO IEMCTBUTENIBHO YAUBUTEIbHASI UCTOPUSI.

Mo cHoBa noBepHyJIcs K Hell cniHoi. C paccestHHBIM BHIOM OH B3sUI CO CTOJIa MAIlKy ¢ Oyma-
roii 17151 (hop3arieB, OTKPBUI €€ U CTasl epeMCThiBaTh. «Kask1as KHUra Jo/KHA HAYMHATBCS C TAaKOM
Oymaru, — cka3aj OH Kak-To Merru. — Jlydiie Bcero 1yist 3Toro MogXxoquT TeMHBIN IIBET — TEMHO-
KPacHBI WM TEMHO-CHHUI, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT IIBeTa reperuieta KHUru. OTKpbhIB KHUTY, Tl OOHa-
PYKMBaelllb repes; coooi TeaTpasibHyIo CLIEHY: IEPBOE, YTO Thl BUMIIIL, — 9TO 3aHABEC, U, KAK TOJIbKO
pa3aBUraenib ero, MpeacTaBlIeHre HAUMHACTCS».

— Merru, MHe cefiuac JeHCTBUTETIFHO HYXKHO padoTaTh! — CcKa3ajl OH, He MOBOPAYMBASCH K
Hell. — YeMm paHblIe s1 3aKOHYY paboTy, TeM CKOpee MbI MOe/IeM JOMOIA.

Merru nocraBujia KHUTY Ha MECTO.

— A 4T0, eciu pora He MPUKJIeeHbI? — CIPOCHIIa OHA.

—Yro?

— Pora y I'una. Yto, ecnu Caxepyk ux He IpUKjIenBa?

— KoHeuHo OH ux npukiiens1. — Mo nofiogBUHYI CTYJI K 4epecuyp KOpOTKoMy croity. — Keraru,
DnuHOp yexasia 3a MOKynKamu. Ecii He Xouelb yMepeTh C ToJIofly 10 ee MpHe3/a, UCTICKU OIMUHBIL.
Xopoto?

— Xoporto, — npodopmoTana Merru. Ha MraooBeHue oHa 3aymaiach, CTOUT JIM paccKa3aTh
€My O MpeJCTOosIIe HOUHOU BeTpede ¢ Caxepykom, HO MOTOM pelliniia 3TOro He JenaTh. — Kak Tbl
AyMaelllb, MOXKHO B3STh OTCIO[A HA BpeMsI KHUTH? — CIIPOCHJIa OHA BMECTO 3TOTO.

— KoneuHo, eci TOJBKO THI HE TMPUITPSUYEIb UX B CBOEM CYHIYYKe.

— Kak TOT moXuTuTeIh KHUT, 0 KOTOPOM Thl MHE paccKasbiBai? — Merru CyHyna Tpy KHUTHY TIOJ
JIEBYIO PYKY U YeThIpe 1oj MpaBylo. — CKOJIbKO ke OH Toraa ykpain? Tpuauars Teicsa?

— Copok Teicsid, — oTBeTHT Mo. — Ho 1o kpaiiHeid mepe, He yOuBasi B IeIIbLIEB.

— Her, To ObUI UCTTAHCKMIT MOHAX, UMsI KOTOPOTO s HE TIOMHIO. — MerTH Toruienach K ABepy U
OTKpbLIa ee HocoM Tyiu. — Caxkepyk roBOpHT, 4To KanprkopH MoxeT yOuTh TeOs1, YTOObI 3aBIa/IETh
KHUron. — OHa MOMBITAIACH CKA3aTh 3TO COBEPIIEHHO PaBHOAYIIHBIM TOHOM. — OH JIEUCTBUTEIBHO
criocoOeH Ha 310, Mo?

— Merru! — Mo noBepHyJICSl M yTpoXalollle TIOHSUT Ha Hee PyKy ¢ HOXOM [utst Oymaru. — Mnun
103aropaii WM NOYMTall KHMKKH, TOJIBKO Jaid MHE CIIOKOMHO padotars. M nepenait Caxepyky, 4To
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sI BOT 9TUM CaMbIM HOKOM TTOPEKY €ro Ha MeJIKMe KyCOUYKH, €ClIM OH U Aajbiie Oynet OonTaTh Tede
BCSIKYIO YeITyXy.

— 310 He oTBeT! — cka3asa Merru 1 BhIIILIa B KOPUAOP.

[Mpuns k cebe B KOMHATY, OHAa Pa3liOXWJIa KHUTH HA OTPOMHOM KpOBaTW M Havaja YUTaTh:
0 JKyKax, KOTOpbIe CEJISTCS B IMYCThIX PAKOBMHAX YJIMTOK, CJIOBHO JIIOOW B 3a0pPOIICHHBIX JOMaXx;
0 JIATYHIKax B (popMe JIucTa, O TyCeHHIaX C IPKUMU IMIaMu, 0 6e1000poabx 00e3bsiHAX, O MOJIOo-
caThIX MypaBbe/IaX M KOIIIKaX, KOTOPbIe POIOT 3eMJII0 B MOMCKAX ClaqKoro kaprodesns. Kakux Tombko
CYIIECTB He ObLIO — M TaKUX, Kakux Merru Moria cebe NpeCcTaBUTh, U TAKUX, KAKUX TPEJCTABUTh
ceOe OHa HE MOTJIa.

Ho Hu B 01HO¥ yMHO# KHUre DJIMHOP OHA HE HAalllla HU CJIOBA O pOraThiX KyHULAX.
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OroHs u 3B€31bI

Tym nosieuAUCt OHU ¢ MAHUYIOWUMU MEOBEOSIMU, CODAKAMU U KOZAMU,
MAPMBIUKAMU U CYPKAMU, MAHUEBANU HA NPOBONOKE, KYEbIPDKANMICL 6Nepeo
U HA3a0, Memaa Mevu U HONCU U OCMABANMICH UeAbIMU U HeBPeOUMbIMU,
dadxce K020a me CAYUANHO 3A0e8aNU KO20-MO U3 HUX, 2A0MAAU 020Hb U
Pa3HCesvlBan KaMHU, NOKA3vledau (POKYCbl ¢ NOKPLIBAAOM U WIASINOU, C
B0NUEOHBIM KYOKOM U UeNOUKAMU, CIMABUAU KYKONbHbIE NPEOCABAeHUS, Nel
KaK con06bll, KpUuaau Kak NaeiuHbl, O0pOAUCh U MAHUEBAA NOO 36YKU
Paelimol.

B. I'epmuy. Kuuea Illnuavmana

Bpems tanynock measienHo. Merru Buaena Mo HejoJIro Bo BTOPO# MOJIOBUHE AHS, Korjaa Du-
HOP BEpHYJIach ¢ MOKYIKaMU U IIPUTOTOBUJIA UM CIIAreTTU C KAKMM-TO COYCOM.

— WI3BuHUTE, HO y MEHS MIPOCTO TEpPIEHHs HEe XBaTaeT 3aHMMAThCs CTPSIHEH, — CKa3ajia OHa,
CTaBsl Ha CTOJI KaCTPIOJIbKU. — MOXeT ObITh, HAIIl APYT C MYIIMCTHIM 3BEPbKOM YMEET TOTOBUTH?

Caxepyk noxas Ije4aMu U ¢ COXKaJleHUeM MPOU3HEC:

— Her, B 3TOM 51 HEe MOry Bam OMOYb.

— Mo xopoI110 roToBUT, — cKa3asia Merru, nepeMeluBas crareTTy ¢ BOASHUCTBIM COYCOM.

— OH JOJI)KeH MOM KHUTY PECTaBpUpPOBaTh, @ HE TOTOBUTh, — PE3KO OTBETHJIA DIUHOP. — A Thbl?

Merru B3IpOrHyJia.

— 51 ymero neup OuHBL, — cka3aia oHa. — Ho mouemy Bbl He mproOpeTeTe NOBapeHHble KHUTH ?
V Bac, Kaxercs1, eCTb Bce KHUTH, KpoMe ToBapeHHBIX. OHM Obl BaM IPUTOMIIUCH.

C TOYKM 3peHus DIMHOP MOAOOHOE TPeJIOKEHNE He 3aCTyKMBAJIO HUIKAKOTO OTBETA.

— A KcTaru, ellie OHO MPaBUJIO MOBE/IEHNs] HOYBIO, — CKa3ajia OHa, KOIAa BCe CMOJIKJIM U MpU-
HAJMCh 3a crnarertd. — Heonmyctrmo, 4toOsl B ioMe 3axuraiu ceedu. Ilpu Busie orus s HauMHaIo
HEepBHUYATh — OH HUKOI/IA He Ope3ryer Oymaroii.

YV Merru KoMOK noAcTynui kK ropiay. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO €€ MOoMMau ¢ noauyHeiM. Ecrte-
CTBEHHO, OHA MpHBE3JIa ¢ COOOH CBeYH, M OHU JIeXKaIu Ha ee HOUHOM cronuke. HaBepHska DnuHop
UX 3aMeTHIa.

Ho Dmunop cmotpena He Ha Merru, a Ha Caxepyka, KOTOPbI Urpajl CIMYEYHbBIM KOPOOKOM.

— 41 Hapjewoch, BBl TOKE IPUMETE K CBEAECHMIO 3TO MPABUJIO, — CKa3ala OHa, — MOCKOJIBKY, OYe-
BUJTHO, MbI Oy/IeM HaXOIUThCS B BallleM OOIIECTBE €1lle HECKOJIBKO JTHEH.

— Pa3Be s Mory 3710ymoTpeOsATh BalllMM TOCTENPUUMCTBOM? 3aBTpa YTPOM MeHs 371ech He
Oyner, 310 g BaM odentaio. — Caxkepyk Bce elle Jepkal B pyKe CIIM4YedHblii KopoOok. HeomoOpuresn-
HBII B3MIA]L DIIMHOP, NIOXOXE, He 3a/eBajl ero. — 5 {ymaio, y KOro-To COBEpLIEHHO HElpaBUIIbHOE
npejcTaBieHne 00 orHe, — ckasai oH. — CoryaceH, OrOHb MOXET KycaTbCsl, HO €0 MOXXHO IpUpY-
quTh. — OH BBITAIIMII CITUYKY M3 KOPOOKA, TOIKET ee U MOAHEC IJIaMs K CBOEMY OTKPBITOMY PTY.

Merru 3azepikana JIpIXxaHue, Koraa ero ryobl COMKHYIJIMCh, CKPBIB 32 COOOM TOPSIIYIO CITUKY.
CaxepyK OTKpbUI POT CHOBA, BBIHYJI MOTYXIIYIO CIIMYKY U, CMESCh, MOJIOKMII €€ Ha CBOIO MYCTYIO
TapeJKy.

— Bupure, DnuHop? — ckazan oH. — OH MeHs1 He yKycwil. Ero MoXHO mpupyduuTh ObICTpeit
KOTEHKA.

DNMHOP JMIIb TOBEpTEIa HOCOM, a Merru He Moryia OTBECTU BOCXUILIEHHOTO B3I ot Caxe-
pyKa.

Mo, noxosxe, coBceM He ObUI YIUBJIEH 3TUM MaJIeHbKUM TPECTaBICHUEM — OH JIMIIb TPO3HO
nocmotpen Ha Caxepyka, ¥ TOT MOCIYIIHO CIPATA CIUYKY B KapMaH.

— Koneuno, 51 Oyay nmpuiepKuBaThCsi 3TOrO MpaBmJa, — OBICTPO CKasall OH. — be3 mpodeM.
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DNUHOp KUBHYJA.

— Xoporo, — cka3ana oHa. — Ho y MeHs ecTb einie mpochOa K Bam. Eciti BbI ceroiHsi Beuepom,
KOTJa CTEMHEET, MICUe3HETe, KaK Bbl C/IEJIANIM TO BUEpa, BO3BPAIAWTECh HE CIIMIIKOM MO3/1HO. POBHO
B JIEBSITH TPUALATH 51 BKJIIOUY CUTHATM3ALIMIO.

— 3HauuT, MHEe Buepa npocto nopesno! — HezametHo oT DnuHop Caxepyk CyHY/T HECKOJIBKO
MaKapoHHUH B CYMKY, HO Merru Bce Bujena. — CornaceH, s JIIOOMO TYJIATh HOUbIO. TONBKO HOYBIO S
OIIYIIAI0 CBOM MU — THXHA, TOYTH OE3ITIOAHBIN 1 TAMHCTBeHHBIN. [TpaBya, ceroqHs st He coOMparch
W/ITH TYJISITh, HO TEM HE MEHee MPOIIly BaC BKJIIOYUTH 9TO CKA30YHOE YCTPOMCTBO MOMO3KE.

— Heyxemu? U ¢ kakoil ctatu, pa3penimre CpocuThb?

Caxepyk nogMurays Merru.

— 41 oberan Hateit MaJieHbKOM Tocroske HeOobInoe mpeacTaBienue. Hayano — 3a yac no nosy-
HOYH.

— Bort kak! — DnuHOop BhITEpa ryobl casiheTKou. — A 4To, eciv Bbl ycTpouTe ero quem? B KoHie
KOHIIOB, MaJICHBKOM TOCIIOKE BCETO IBEHAALATH JIET, U B BOCEMb € ToJIaraeTcst JiexKaTh B KPOBATH.

Merru cxana ryObl: ¢ TISTH JIET OHA He JIOKWJIAch CTIaTh B BOCEMb, HO pelliia He yTPyXIaTh
ce0s1 0ObsicHeHusAMU ¢ DnuHop. OHa yIUBIISIACh TOMY, KaKk HEBO3MYTHUMO pearnpoBai Caxepyk Ha
37I00HBIE B3MJISAIBI DIMHOP.

— ®OoKyCHI, KOTOpBIE 51 XOUY TOKa3aTh Merru, He CMOTYT MPOU3BECTH JJHEM JOJDKHOTO BIleyar-
JIEHUS1, — CKa3aJl OH U OTKUHYJICA Ha cTyJie. — [[j1st 5Toro HeoOXoauM, K COkKaJIeHHIo, YePHBIN MOKPOB
HOYHU. A MOXET OBbITh, BBl TOJKE CMOKETe IMONPUCYTCTBOBATh? Toraa Bel molMeTe, oYeMy BCe JIOTIKHO
MPOUCXOIUTh UMEHHO HOYBIO.

— Ilpumu ero nipeioxkenue, dmuHop! — ckazan Mo. — [pencrapneHue Tebe TMOHPABUTCS.
MoskeT ObITh, ITOC/IE TOrO OTOHb MEPECTaHeT HABOAUTH Ha TeOsT TAKOU yxKac.

— OH He HaBOJIUT Ha MeHs yxac. $1 mpocTto ero He mooOmo! — 3asBUIa DIMHOP C 3aCTHIBIIAM
JIMLIOM.

— A ellie OH yMeeT KOHIJIMPOBaTh, — BeIpBaJIoch y Merru. — Bocemblo mapamu.

— OpunHagareio, — nonpasui ee Caxepyk. — Ho ®KOHIIMpPOBATh HY)KHO THEM.

DNUHOP NOJHsJIA CO CKaTepTH CNAreTTd U HeJOBOJILHO MOCMOTpeJIa CHavas1a Ha Mo, a motom
Ha Merru.

— Hy, xopomo. { He Xo4y NOpTUTH Becesbe, — CKa3aia oHa. — B monoBuHe faecsaroro st Oyay
JIeXkaTh C KHUTOH B TIOCTEJH, a JI0 3TOTO BKJIIOUY CUPEHY, HO, Korjia Merru oTHpaBUTCs Ha TIPE/ICTaB-
JIEHUEe, 51 BHIKJTIOUY €€ Ha yac. DTOro XBaTur?

— Brnonne, — ckazan Caxepyk M MOKJOHWICS € Tak HU3KO, YTO HOCOM AOCTal 0 CBOEW
TapeJIKU.

Merru noaBuia B cebe cMex.

bBe3 nATy oquHHAAIATE OHA MOCTYYasla B CHAJIBHIO DITUHOP.

— Boitnute! — otkimkHysack nuHop. [IpocyHyB ronoBy B 1BepHOi npoeM, Merru yBuzaena
DNMUHOp, KOTOpasi CUea B CBOEH KpOBaTH, CKJIOHMBLIMCH HAJ| TOJCTHIM KaTajorom. — Ciuiikom
JOPOTO, CIIAIIIKOM JJOPOTO, CIIUIIIKOM JOpOoro! — 6opMoTaia oHa. — 3arilOMHU MOW COBET: HeJlb3s1 yBJIe-
KaTbCsl TeM, Ha 4To HeT JeHer. [Ipucrpactue Oyaer rmoaath Tebs1, Kak KHWKHBIA yepBb. Bo3bMu, K
IpUMepy, 3Ty KHUTY | — DIMHOP Tak TKHYJIA MajbleM B CTPAaHHUITY KaTajiora, 4to Merru He yIuBuiIach
Obl, ec Obl B HEell OKaszasiach IpIpka. — UTo 3a M3gaHue, U B KaKOM XopolleM coctosiuuu! Bot yxe
MATHAALATD JIET s XO4UY €r0 KyIUTb, HO OHO CIIMIIIKOM JOPOTroe, Yepecuyp 10poroe.

B3noxHyB, DnMHOp 3aKpblIa Katayior, Opocuiia ero Ha KOBEp M OIMyCTWJIA HOTM C KPOBATH.
K ymuenenuio Merry, Ha Heit Obula JJTMHHAS HOYHAs pyoOaiika B 1iBeroyek. OHa BHIITIsENA B HEl
ropasJo MOJIOKE, CJIOBHO J€BOYKA, KOTOPasi IPOCHY/IACh OHAK/Ibl YTPOM C MOPIIMHAMMU Ha JIULIE.

— Hy na napHo. Bee paBHO Thl, CKOpee BCero, He CTaHellb TaKOW HEHOPMAJIbHOM, Kak s! —
npoOypyaa OHa, HATATUBAs TOJICThIE HOCKM Ha HOTH. — TBOW OTeI| He CKJIOHEH K CyMacOpOJICTBY, U
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TBOSI MaTh HUKOTJAa HMYEro MOJ0OHOro He nenana. HampoTus, s1 He BcTpedasa Oojiee pacCyauTesTb-
HBIX JTOACH. A MO oTell ObIT TAKUM K€ CyMacIleIIuM, Kak 5. BoJbllie MoJOBUHBI CBOMX KHUT S
yHacJieoBaja ot Hero. M kako# Tojk Obl1 eMy oT Hux? Criaciu onu ero ot cmeptu? Haobopot. Ero
XBaTWI y/ap Kak pa3 Ha OMHOM KHMKHOM ayKimoHne. He cmernHo Jim 3107

Merru He MorJia €fi OTBETUTh U BMECTO ITOTO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Most math? Bbl ee xoportio 3Hamm?

SmuHop GeIpKHYA, OyaTo Merru 3aaiia e Borpoc, TpeOyIoIvid ITyOOKUX pa3IyMui.

— Pasymeercs. TBoii otel mo3HAKOMUIICS C Hel 371ech. OH UTO, Tebe HUKOora 00 9TOM He pac-
CKasbiBaJ1?

Merru nokayvasa rojioBoi:

— OH He 0YeHb-TO CO MHOU pa3roBapuBaeT.

— BepositHO, Tem syuiie. He k ueMy coBaTh MOBCIOY CBOM HOC! A Thl €€ HE IOMHHUIIIb. Thl
BUJIeJIa 3HAK Ha JIBepU B OMOIMOTEKY? DTO Be/ib OHA ero HapucoBasia. Hy namgHo, waem, a He TO Thl
MIPOMYCTHIIL CBOE MPEICTABJICHHE.

Merru 1ia 3a DMMHOpP 10 TEeMHOMY Kopuaopy. Ha MrHoBeHue eii mokazanoch, 4To ee MaThb
MOTJIa OTKPHITh OJIHY U3 MHOTOUMCIIEHHBIX JIBepel U TIoCMesThes Hall Held. [Toutu Bo BceM Jome He
ropes CBeT, U B TeMHOTe MerTH HECKOJIBKO pa3 CTyKaJlaCh KOJICHKOU 00 YTJIbL.

— [Noyemy 31€Ch Tak TEMHO? — CIPOCHIIA OHA DJIMHOP, KOTOpast MbITAJIACh HAIYTIATh BBIKJIIO-
Yarelb.

— [MoTtomy UTO s IPEANIOYUTAIO TPATUTH JCHBIM HA KHUTH, 4 HE HA HUKOMY He HY)KHOE OCBeIIle-
HUe! — OTBETUIIa DIMHOP U Pa3/I0Ca0BAaHHO METHYJIa B3I/ K 3aropaoliieiics iamre, Oy/ATo MbITasich
CKa3aTh ITOM Jypexe, UTOObl Ta SKOHOMHee odpaiaiachk ¢ anektpudectBoM. [llapkas Tydismu, ona
HAMpaBWIach K METAULTMUYECKOMY SIIIUKY, KOTOPBIA ObLT CIIPSITAaH 3a TUIOTHBIM TBUILHBIM 3aHABECOM
Ha CTeHe BO3JIe BXOIHOM JIBEpU. — 51 Ha/IeI0Ch, THI BHIKJTIOUMIIA CBET, TIepe]] TeM Kak MPUITH KO MHE? —
CITPOCHUJIA OHA, OTKPBIBAs SIIUK.

— Hy xoHeuHo, — cka3zana Merru, XOTs 3TO MOIJIO OBITh BOBCE HE TaK.

— OtBepHuUCH! — MpuKazana IMHOP U, CMOPILUB OT HATPSKEHM I JIOO, CTasla BO3UTHCSA B SIIIUKE
¢ cupeHou. — boxe moii, Bce 31 kKHotku! Hazeloch, Ha 3TOT pa3 s caenaia Bce npaBuiibHO. [lai
MHE 3HaTh, KaK TOJIBKO TIpe/ICTaBJIeHue 3aBepinTcs. M He Tymail BOCIIONB30BaThCSI BOZMOKHOCTBIO
1 IpoOpaThecsl B OMOIMOTEKY 32 KHUTaMU. [IOMHM 0 TOM, 4TO 51 BCerJa psiioM M YTO MOU YIIH JTydIIIe,
YeM Y JIETYyUYel MBIIIIH.

Merru yiepkaiach OT OTBETa, KOTOPBIN y&Ke BepTesics Y Hee Ha sI3bIKe. DIIMHOP OTKPhLJIA BXOJI-
HYIO IBEpb, 1 MerTu BHICKOUMIIA BO JJBOP.

Crosiyia Teruiasi HOYb, HAIOJTHEHHAS] HE3HAKOMBIMY 3aIllaXaMHU.

— A K Moeli MaMe BBI C TAKUM Ke JPYyKeToOueM OTHOCHIIMCH? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA, KOraa DIIMHOP
yXke XoTesia ObUIO 3aKPHITh IBEPb.

DNMUHOP 3aCThI/Ia HA MTHOBEHHE.

— Hymato, 1a, — cka3ana oHa. — Hy koHeuHo. A oHa OblJTa TaKOM JKe HarJIou, Kak Thl. [IpusTHOTO
BPEMSATIPEITPOBOXK/ICHUS C OTHerioTaTesieM!

N DnuHOop 3axJ101IHYMa ABEPS.

IIpoxons nmo TeMHoMy cany, Merru Bapyr yciblmana My3blky. HeoxxngaHHO HOUb BCTynuia B
CBOM BJIaJICHU S 1 3aII0OJTHIJIA BCE BOKPYT, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO U K/1aj1a IaroB Merru: He3Hakomasi My3bIKa,
OecriopsiIouHOE, Becesioe M OMHOBPEMEHHO IPyCTHOE, 3ByYaHue OyOHOB, AyIOK U OapaGaHoB. Merru
HE yIUBHIIACH Obl, YBHIEB 32 IOMOM DIIMHOP LIEIYIO TOJITY CKOMOPOXOB, HO Ha JIyKaiKe ObUT TOJIbKO
Caxepyk.

OH xp1an Ha TOM MecTe, rae Merru BeTpetuia ero qHeM. Mysblka pazgaBajiach U3 MarHUTO-
(poHa, KOTOPBII CTOSLT PSZIOM C ILIE3JIOHTOM Ha Tpase. [[jis cBoero eauHcTBEHHOTO 3puTesist Caxepyk
MOCTABWJI HA Kpalo JIyKaiku ckameliky. CripaBa U cieBa OT Hee CTOsLIM ropsituue ¢pakesnsl. Y Ha camoit
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Jy’Kaiike ropenu JBa (akesa, oTOpackiBasi B HOUb MOIPArvBaoIIye TeHW, KOTOphIe TAaHLIEBAIN HaJl
TPABOM, CIIOBHO CITYTH, KOTOPbIX CaxkepyK BbI3BAJ [UIsI TAKOTO CIIydast U3 Jieca.

BepxHnss vacthb ero tena Obuta oOHakeHa. Koxka y Hero Oblia OeiHast, Kak JIyHa, TMOBUCIIAS
HaJl TOMOM DJIMHOP, — Ka3aJIoCh, JIyHa TOXKE XOTesa ObITh Ha MPECTaBICHUH.

Kax Tonpko Merru BeicTymuIa U3 TeMHOTBI, CaxepyK MOKJIOHUJICS .

— INoxanyiicra, caguch, IpeKpacHasi rocrioka! — KpUKHYJI OH TIOJ, My3bIKY. — Bce et TosbKo
TeOs1.

CmyTHBIIMCh, MeErTH cena Ha CKaMelKy M ocMoTpesiach. Ha mie3noHre crosiim 1Be OyThUIKH
U3 TEMHOTO CTeKJIa, KOTOpble OHA yXke Buuena B cymke Caxepyka. B ofHO# OyThUIKE YTO-TO OTIIH-
BaJIO OEJIbIM LIBETOM, OyATO Tyda HAJWIM JIYHHOTO cBeTa. MexIy JepeBSHHbBIMU MepeKJIaTuHAMU
I11e3JI0HTA JIesKasH (hakesibl ¢ OesIoN BaToM, a BO3Jie MarHUTO(hOHA CTOSITIO BEIPO M OOJIbIIIAs ITMPOKAsT
Ba3a, KOTOpasi, HACKOJIBKO MOMHMJIA Merru, 0ObIYHO HAXOMWJIACh B TIPUXOKEH DIIMHOP.

Ha mrHoBenue oHa niepeBesna B3IJIsi] Ha IOM, OKyTaHHBIN TbMOU. B koMHaTe Mo 6510 TEMHO —
MOXeT OBbITh, OH ellle padoTal, a TakKoM HUke Merru yBuena IMHOP, CTOSIBIIYIO BO3JIe OCBEIIECH-
Horo okHa. Kak tonpko Merru mocMoTpena B ee HalpaBJIeHUH, OHA cpa3y ke 3aKpblla 3aHaBECKH,
CJIOBHO 3aMeTHJIa Ha ceOe B3IIsiA, HO ee TeHb BCe ellle MPOPUCOBBIBATIACH HA 3aHABECKAX.

— Caplmiib, Kak TuXo BoKpyr? — Caxepyk BbIK/IOUMI MarHuTooH. Hounas TuimHa 3ao-
*kuna Merru yimm. Hu onyH JTMCT He IeTIOXHYJICS, CIBIIIHO ObUIO JIMIIb MOTPECKMBaHUE (PpaKkesIoB Aa
CTpeKoTaHue cBepukoB. CaxepyK CHOBA BKJIIOUMJI MY3bIKY. — I TOBOPHJI C BETPOM, — CKa3aj OH. —
ThI 107KHA 3HATH: KOT/Ia BETep HAUMHAET UTPaTh C OTHEM, JIake sl He MOry ero yKkpotuth. Ho oH man
MHE YEeCTHOE CJIOBO, UTO CETOHsI HOUbIO OH OyJeT BeCTH ce0sl TUXO M He UCTIOPTUT HaM BeceJbe.

Caxepyk B3su1 pakes, HAOpaJsl B pOT JIyHHOTO CBeTa U3 OYyTBUIKHM M CIUTIOHYJI €r0 B OOJBIIIYIO
Bazy. 3aTeM OH OKYHYI (pakes B BEIpO, BHIHYJI €r0 M MOJHEC K ero ropsiemy opary. OroHb BCITBIX-
HYJI TaK HEOXUJIaHHO, uTo Merru B3aporayna. Caxepyk MOgHeC K ry0aM Ipyryio OyTHUIKY U CTal
HAIOMHATH POT KUIKOCTBIO IO TeX TOp, MOKa ero MmeKH He pa3aynuch A0 npexaena. [Totom oH riy-
OOKO-TTyOOKO B3/IOXHYJT, BHITHYJI TEJIO YTOU U BBITUTIOHYJI BCE, YTO OBLIO Y HErO BO PTY, MUMO hakesia
B BO3/IyX.

OrHeHHbI} 11ap MOBUC HAJl JTyKalKO#, CBEPKAalOIMI OrHeHHBIH 11ap. CJIOBHO KMBOE CYIIECTBO,
BbEJAJICS OH B TeMHOTY. OT ero orpoMHbIX pa3MepoB, ayMana Merru, Bce BOKPYT B TY ke CeKYH/1y
MOTIJIO OBITh OXBAUEHO TIAMEHEM, BCe: TpaBa, me3oHr u cam Caxepyk. [Tocnennuii, oqHako, pe3Bo
TIOBEPHYJICSI HA MeCTe, CJIOBHO TaHIYIONIUHA PeOEHOK, U elle pa3 U3pbIrHy/ miams. OH HarmpaBu
OTOHb BBICOKO B HE00, OYy/ITO MBITASICh 3akeub 3Be3/1bl. [IoTOM OH 3asker BTOpO# hakes v IpoBelt I1a-
MEHeM T10 pyKaM. [ 71a3a ero cBeTUIMCh CYaCTheM OTTOTO, YTO OH UTPAET CO CBOMM JIIOOMMBIM M30paH-
HUKOM. OTOHB JIM3aJl €ro KOXy, JlacKasi CBOEro Jpyra, JUis KOTOPOro OH MPOTHal HOYb U YCTPOUI
aToT TaHen. Caxepyk mogOpOCHI BBBICH (bakell, Tyaa, T/ie ellle Mbljiajl OTHEHHBIN 11ap, MOIXBATU
ero CHOBA, 3aKer ellle OJWH ¥ CTaJ KOHIJIMPOBATh TPEMsl, YETHIpbMs, MAThIO (pakenamu. M1 oroHb
KPY)XWJICSI BOKPYT HEro, TaHIIEBaJl C HUM, He TMBITasiCh YKYCUTh €r0, IOTOMY YTO OH ObUT HE TOJIBKO
CaxepyKoM, YKpPOTUTEJIEM OTHSI, HICKpOMeTaTesieM, HO U JIPyTOM.

Bnpyr daxeisl, NOMIOEHHBIE TEMHOTOM, KyAa-TO Tponaiu, U Caxkepyk MOKJIOHWICS MOTepsiB-
meit gap peurt Merru. Kak 3auapoBaHHasi OHa cujiesia Ha XKECTKOW CKaMelke M He MOIJla HacCMOT-
peThcs Ha TO, KaK OH MOTHOCKJ OYTBUIKY KO PTY U CHOBA M CHOBA M3BEprajl OrOHb, Pa3roHssl Kpo-
MEIIHYIO0 TbMY HOUH.

Merru He MOIJIa MOHATh, YTO 3aCTABUJIO €€ MEPEeBECTH B3IVISAA OT BpalaBUIMXCS (DAKENIOB U
pasneTaBIIMXCsl UCKP K OKHaM JioMa. MoxeT ObITh, IPUCYTCTBUE 3714 UyBCTBYEIIb KOKEH, Kak kKap
WM XOJIOM. .. A MOXKeT ObITh, €€ BHIMaHHE MPUBJIEK CBET, KOTOPBIN BIIPYT 3aCTPYHJICS Yepe3 CTaBHU
OMOMMOTEKH, Tafasi Ha KyCThl POJOICHAPOHA, IPUKABIIMECS K CTaBHAM. MOXET ObITb.

Ei1 mokasasnoch, 4To OHa CIIBIIIAT MYKCKHE TOJI0Ca, OHU ObLITM IPOMYE MY3bIKH, pa3/IaBaBIIeics
u3 MarHuTooHa. M HEMOHATHBIN CTpaX OXBAaTWUJI €€, YePHBI 1 BpakJeOHbIN, KAK caMa HOYb.
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Korpa ona Bckounna ¢ mecta, Caxepyk ypoHWI (hakes B TpaBy. 3aTYyIIUMB OTOHb, OH IIOCMOTPEJ
Ha Merru, 6eXaBIIyio K JOMY.

Merru mMuaniach u30 Bcex cuil. JIBepb OblTa OTKpHITA, B MPUXOKEH ObUIO TeMHO, HO Merru
CIIBIIIIAJIA TOJI0CA, IOHOCHBIIIMECS U3 KOPUI0PA, BEIYIero Kk OMOIoTeKe.

— Mo! — no3Bana oHa.

JleBOuKy CHOBa OXBaTWJI CTPaxX, BOH3ABILMI CBOM KOITH B €€ CepILe.

JIBepb OuOMMoTeKN ObUTa OTKpPBITa. Merru XoTena BOMTH, HO JBE CUIIbHBIX PYKU CXBATHIIU €€
3a IJIeYH.

— Croko¥Ho, — mpoIenTajia IUMHOP U 3aTalllijia ee B CHAJIBHIO.

Merru 3ameTuiia, 4Tto y Hee JposKalv Majiblibl, KOTAa OHA 3aKphIBajia IBEPb Ha 3aMOK.

— IIpekpatu! — Merru otaepHyna pyKy DJIMHOP U MOMBITANACH TIOBEPHYTH KJTIOU.

Ona cobpanach ObUIO 3aKpUYATh, YTO XOUYET MIOMOYb OTIY, HO DJIMHOP 3aKpbUIa €l PyKOH poT
Y OTTalIWIa OT ABepU. Merru COnpoTUBIISIIACH, HO DIMHOP OblIa CHIIbHEE, TOPa3I0 cuiibHee MerrH.

— WX cmmkom MHoro! — mmresna oHa, koraa Merru mblTanach yKyCHTh ee 3a Tajiblbl. — Yer-
BEPO WJIM TATEPO POCIBIX MapHEl, U OHU BoopykeHbl. — OHa noTammia 6apaxrapiryiocss Merru k
creHe y KpoBatu. — CKOJIBKO pa3 s coOupanach KynuTh ceOe MPOKJISTHIA PeBOJIbBEep! — mpolienTaia
OHa, MPUMNAJAAsi YXOM K cTeHe. — Thicsuy pas!

— Koneuno ona 371ech! — ycapimana Merru, npudem 1ist 3TOro eid He HyKHO ObUIO TIPUCIIOHSTh
yX0 K creHe. ['0oc OblT HEMPUATHO MUCKJISBBIM, KaK y KOIMIKKA. — MOKeT, PUBECTU U3 Cajia TBOIO
II04b, 4TOOBI OHA HaM ee mokasaia? Mnu Tl caesaemns 31o cam?

Merru cHOBa NoNbITaNIach YOpaTh PyKy DJIMHOP OT CBOETO PTa.

— Ycnokoiics ke Thl, HAaKOHeIl! — mpoienTaia oHa B yxo Merru. — Thl ipuHecels emy elie
6onbiie 6es1bl. CITBIIHUIIB?

— Moo 1oub? UTO BB XOTHTE OT MOe Jovepu?

Merru y3Hasa rosoc Mo 1 BCXJIUITHYJIA. DJIUHOP TYT Ke 3aKpbljia e JIUIIO PyKOH.

— 4l mompITaNack MO3BOHUTH B MOJIUIIMIO, — TUXO TOBOPHJIA OHA € Ha YXO, — HO CBSI3b 00OpBaHa.

— O, MBI 3HaeM Bce, YTO HaM HaJ0 3HaTbh, — CHOBA MOCJBIIIAJICS Jpyrou ronoc. — Urtak, rae
KHUra?

— 4 ornam ee Bam! — 'onoc Mo kazancs ycrasmum. — Ho 4 noiiay ¢ Bamu, OTOMY UTO XOUy
TMIOJTyYHTh €€ CHOBA, KOrza oHa OyJeT yke He HyxHa KarnpukopHy.

«1 moiiy ¢ Bamu...» Yto oH XoTen 3TuM ckazath? He mor ke oH mpocTo Tak yiltu. Merru
CTaJla CHOBA BBIPHIBAThCS, HO DJIMHOP KPETKO Jiepkaiia ee, 00XBAaTUB CBOMMH CHUJIbHBIMU PYKaMH.

— Tem syumie. Ham Bce paBHO mopy4eHo npuBecTy 1edst ¢ OO0, — rpy00 Mpou3HeC KTO-TO. —
Tol ceOe qaxe MpeacTaBuTh HE MOXeIlb, Kak M3BOAUT ceOs KampukopH, kaxgas yciblaTh TBOM
rosioc. OH OUYeHb MoJaraeTcsi Ha TBOM HEOOBIKHOBEHHbIE CITIOCOOHOCTH.

— Ha, Kanpukopn Hartien tede 3aMeHy, HO HOBUYOK ITPOCTO IIapiiaTaH, — CHOBa pa3aJicsl Kollia-
ynii rosoc. — [Tocmorpure Ha Kokepens. — Jlo Merru gonecnoch mapkanbe Hor. — OH XpoMaer, aa
1 [1I0CKOHOC BBITIISIES rOpa3zo Jydile, XOTs OH HUKOI/1a He ObUT KpacaBIieM.

— XBatut 6oJTaTh, y HAC HET BpeMeHH. bacTa, Kak gymaeliib, B3siTh €ro J04b? — CIIPOCHJT ellle
KTO-TO THYCaBbIM I'OJIOCOM.

— Her! — xpuknyn Mo. — Vi Most 10Ub OCTaeTcs 31eCh, WM BbI HE MOTyYUTe KHUTY!

Kro-To 3acmesuics.

— Ha ycriokovicst To1, BonmeOnsiii SI3bik. O0 3T0M peus He uaeT. PeGeHOK TOBKO 3a1epXKUT HAC
B ITyTH, a KanpukopH ket yxe odens poiro. Hy, roe kuura?

Merru npukagach yXxoM K CTeHe Tak KPerko, 4To el crano 60pHO. CHavasia pa3gaiich Iiary,
a MIOTOM OHa YCJIbIIIIA/IA, KaK YTO-TO MO/IBUHYJIU K CTEHE.

DNMHOp 3aTaniia JIbIXaHUe.

— Henutoxoii TaitHUK ! — 1oHeccst MUCKJISIBBIN rosioc. — Kokeperb, ynakyii ee u He Tepsiii U3 BULY.
Toneko nocie teds, Bonmeonsit J3sik. [Tomum.
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Onu ynum. [NonHast otyassHusi, Merru nonsitagach 0CBOOOAUTHCS OT pyK DnmuHop. OHa CITbl-
I1aja, Kak 3axJIONMHYJIach IBepb OMOIMOTEKH, Kak ynansuuch mard. [Totom Bee cruxiio. Y DnuHop
HaKOHeI| OTITYCTHJIA ee.

Merru, BCXJIMMbIBasi, pBaHYJIach K JIBEPU, OTKPbUIA 3aMOK M MoOekasa Mo KOpuaopy B Ouo-
JIMOTEKY.

Ona 6bL1a mycta. Mo B Helt He ObUIO.

KHuru, Kak UM 1 MoJIoKeHO, CTOSUIM Ha TMOJKAaX, TOJIbKO B OTHOM MECTe 3Hsila JbIpa, OoMbIIast
¥ TeMHasi. Merru yBujesna, 4rto cpeji KHUT Obl1a OTKUIHAS KPBIIIKA, 32 KOTOPOW ObLIO IMYCTO.

— HeBeposiTHO! — ycaiblIana oHa rojoc IUHOP, CTOSBIIEH y Hee 3a criuHou. — OHM IefCTBU-
TEJIbHO MICKAJIM TOJIbKO OJIHY KHUTY.

Merru OTTONKHYJIA €€ U BhiOeKaa B KOPUIOP.

— Merru! — kpukHyna eit Beaen dnuHop. — [ogoxau!

Ho yero ona gomkHa Obuta sxaath? XKaare, moka He3HAKOMITBI yBe3yT ee oTia? OHa cliblania,
Kak DnuHop Oexaiia 3a Hell. MoxeT ObITh, €e pyKU U ObUIH CUiIbHEe, YeM y Merru, Ho Horu Merru
ObLM OBICTpEE.

B npuxoxeit no-npexuemMy ObUI0 TeMHO. BXxoHast [Bepb Oblia OTKPBITa HACTEKb, M XOJIOIHBIH
BeTep Aya Merru B JIMII0, KOT/ia OHa BOPBAJIACh B HOYb.

— Mo! — kpukHyJa oHa.

Ei1 kazanocsk, 4To Briepeii MeJIbKHYJI CBET aBTOMOOMIIBHBIX (hap, a TaM, Iie MEXy AePEeBbsIMU
ucyesasa gopora, padorayn Morop. Merru O6exana Ha ero 3ByK M yraja, MOCKOJIb3HYBIIUCH HA BJIAK-
HOM OT POCHI I'paBuu. M3 KoeHa counsiach KpoBb, HO Merru He oOpainaia Ha Hee BHUMaHusl. OHa
Oexaa Bce Jajibllle U Jaibllie, pblaasi ¥ BCXJIMITBIBAS, TIOKA HE OKa3asach repen OOJbIIMMU Keje3-
HBIMHA BOPOTaMH.

Ho nHa gopore 3a HUMH HUKOTO He ObLIIO.

Mo ucues.
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YT0 CKpbIBAET HOYDb

Jlyuwe moicsua 6pazog 3a cmeHamu 0omd, yem 0OUH GHYMpU.
Apaodckas nocaosuua

Casxepyk mpsTasics 3a KalTaHoM, Korna Merru npo6exkana Mumo Hero. OH BHIEN, KaKk OHA
OCTaHOBHMJIACh Y BOPOT M CMOTpeJIa Ha OITyCTeBIIyIo opory. OH ciblimal, Kak OHa CJIaOeloIiM roJio-
COM MoBTOpsIa MMs oTLA. Ee 30B pacTBopsijics BO TbMe, KaKk CTPEKOTaHME OAMHOKOW LMKaJbl, a
MIOTOM BOOOI1IE ITpornaj, U Merru 3acTbljia Ha Mecte. CaxkepyKy Hayasio Ka3aTbCsl, YTO OHA YKe HUKO-
r71a OOJIbIIIe HE TTOLIEBENIUTCS, CIIOBHO CHJIBI OCTABWIIM €€, U Jaxe caboe TyHOBEHHE BETpa MOIJIO
Obl MOJHATD €€ B BO3/lyX U YHECTH NPOYb.

Ona crosina Tak 107110, yTo CaxepyKy NpHIUIOCh Ha BPEMs 3aKpbITh IJ1a3a, YTOObI IPOCTO He
CMOTpeTh Ha Hee. [TotoM 10 Hero goHeccs ee tiay. OT CThIfAA IEKH ero BCIBIXHYINU: TOA00HO sA3bIKaM
IUIAMEHH, XOJIOJHble PYKM BeTpa KIJM ero jmno. Onepiiuck Ha cTBoi JepeBa, Caxepyk CTOsUT U
*KJaj1, korga Merru BepHeTcsl B IOM, HO OHa Tak M He JABUTajach C MecTa.

Korga y Hero yxe 3aHeMenu HOTM, OHa TIOBEPHYJIACh, CIOBHO MapHOHETKa, KOTOPYIO JIEpPHYJIH
3a BEPEBOUKH, M TOIUIeNach K Jomy. IlopaBHABIIMCE C HUM, OHA BBITEpJa C JMLA cie3bl. B a1oT
HEBBIHOCUMBIN MOMeHT CakepyK MOUyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €My XOUETCs MOA0ekaTh K HeHl, yTeHIUThb ee U
OOBSICHUTB, TTOUYEMY OH Bce pacckasan Kampukophy. Ho Merru yxe npormia mumo. OHa yckopsiia
IIary, Kak Oy/IToO CHJIbl CHOBA BO3BPAIIAIUCH K HEH, U IIIJ1a Bce ObICTpee U ObICTpee A0 TeX Mop, MoKa
He Mcye3Jia CPeId YEPHBIX KaK CMOJIb EPEBbEB.

CaskepyK BbIIIEN U3-32 JepeBa, HAOPOCKIT Ha IJIEUO PIOK3aK, MOAHSII CYMKY C MOXUTKAMH U
OBICTpO 3alaraji KO Bce elle HACTeXb PACKPBITHIM BOPOTaM.

Houb nornotuia ero, Kak XUIHOIO JIMCA.
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Oana

— Jlopoeoii moui, — ckazana mue oadywxa. — Tol 6edb coscem He
JHcaneetb 0 MOM, Umo 00 KOHUA OHell C6OUX mebde NPudemcsi OCmamvCsi
Mblutblo?

— Hem, mue 6ce pasro, —omeemun si. — Kaxas pasnuya, Kax evieasoutito,
ecau meos Arosm MaKkum, KaKoli mol ecme.

P. /laawb. Beovmul

Korma Merru BepHynach, IMHOP CTOs/Ia HAa SIPKO OCBELIEHHOM IOPOre, HAKUHYB Ha IUIEYU
NaJIbTO MPSAMO MOBEPX HOUHOM copouku. Houb Oblia Terioit, Ho ¢ o3epa Ay XonoAHbIi Betep. JIuio
Merru BbIpaxaJio OT4astHre. DIMHOP ObLIO 3HAKOMO 3TO UyBCTBO. XY/IIIIErO YyBCTBA OHA HE 3HAJIA.

— Onu 3a6pamm ero ¢ coboit! — 'onoc Merru 3atyx ot oco3nanus 6e3picxonHocTH. OHa Bpax-
nebHo cMoTpena Ha DimuHOp. — [Toyemy Th MeHst ocTaHoBMIIA? MBI MOTIH OBl €MY TIOMOYB !

OHa cikana Ky/laku, CJIOBHO Obljla TOTOBA YAAPUTh DIMHOD.

U 310 4yBCTBO OBLIO 3HAKOMO DIMHOP. MIHOrIa 0YeHb XOUeTcst KOro-TO CHIIBHO CTYKHYTb, HO
Kako# B 3T1oM Tosk? CoBepiieHHO HUKakoro. Ileyans HUKyga He yizer.

— He necn yemnyxy! — pe3ko orBetmiia oHa. — M kak Obl Mbl 310 yeTpomnu? OHu 3a0panu Obl 1
TeOs ¢ coboit. [Tomoro 6s1 310 TBOEMy oTiry? Her! [TosToMy He cToii y mopora, a mpoXojiu B JOM.

Ho neBouka He 1ieBesmiach.

— Onu npuse3yT ero k KanpukopHy! — npoienrana oHa Tak TUXO, YTO DJIMHOP €/1Ba CMOIJIA
ee MOHATh.

— K komy?

Merru TOJIBKO MOKayasia rojIoBOM M IIPOBEJIa PyKOi 0 MOKPOMY OT CJIe3 JIULLY.

— [Tonmuus ceityac yxe NpueaeT, — ckasajia NUHOP. — 51 MO3BOHWIIA UM C COTOBOTI'O Telle(hoHa
TBOero otia. JlaBHO coOupaioch KynuTh cede Takoii TesnedoH, HO Terephb YK TOUHO 310 caenain. OHu
MPOCTO 00pe3a MHe TeJle()OHHBIN Kabelb.

Merru apoxaa BCeM TeJIOM.

— WX yxe aBHO U ciefi mpocThul! — cKa3aa OHa.

— Panu Oora, Merru, HIYEro ¢ HIM He CITyquTCs !

DIMHOP 3aBepHYJIach B MajibTo. Betep ycunmBaics, cooupaics D0k Ib.

— Otkypa 1ol 3Haemb? — ['ostoc Merru gposkai oT ApOCTH.

«Ecnm Obl B3r110M MOXHO OBLTIO yOUTB, — MOyMaiia DIIMHOP, — TO 51 ObUIa OBl YKe TPYIIOM».

— [lotomy 4yTO OH MOYTH JOOPOBOJIBHO IMOLIEN C HUMH, — Pa3Jpa)keHHO OTBETHJIa OHA. — Thl
Be/lb CJIbIIIAJA, YTO OH FTOBOPUJI, MM HET?

JleBouka orycruia rojiopy. KoneyHo, oHa Bce ciiblinaa.

— To1 mpaBa! — mpomtenTtana oHa. — OH G0JIbIIIe BOJTHOBAJICS O KHUTE, 4eM 000 MHE.

DIMHOP He 3Haa, YTO cKa3arh. Ee otert 6bu1 TBEPHO YOEKIEH B TOM, UTO O KHUI'aX HEOOXOIMMO
3200TUTBCA OOJBILIE, YeM O JETAX. A KOrja OH HEOXKHUAAHHO CKOHYAJICS, ee U ee CecTep elle JOJIro
He MOKKUJAJIO0 YyBCTBO, YTO OH, KaK OOBIYHO, CUAUT B OMOIMOTEKE M cTUpaeT Mblib ¢ KHUTr. Ho ortent
Merru ObLT Ha HETO HE TIOXOX.

— Epynna! KoneuHo ke oH Oecriokomicst o Tede! — ckas3ajia oHa. — § He 3HaI0 Apyroro oTua,
KOTOpBI OBl TaK CUJIBHO JIDOMUJI CBOIO JJ0Ub, KaK TBOW. BOT yBUMIIb, OH CKOPO BepHETCSA. A Ternepb
3aX0/1 ke, HakoHell, B 1oM! — OHa npoTsiHyaa Merru pyky. — f 1aM TeGe ropssuero Mojioka ¢ MeoM.

Merru naxe He B3IIsSIHYJIA Ha POTSHYTYIO pyKy. OHa pe3ko NOoBepHyJach ¥ noodexasna mpoysb,
Oy/ITO €e 4TO-TO OCEHWJIO.
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— 3, monoxau! — Bopmoua pyrarenscTsa, DIMMHOP HACKOPO 00yJa cajioBbie TY(IU U, CIIOTHI-
Kasich, moOexana 3a Merru. Dta qypexa nodexana 3a oM, Ty[a, Te IJI0TaTelb OrHs JaBasl CBOE
npezacrasienye. Ho ra3on Obu1, KOHEYHO, myct. Ha Hem ctosim b oOyriieHHsle (akensl. — [la
Yk, TIOXOK€E, TOCHO/IMH MTMPOMAaH eI I0Jr0 He 3a/lepXKUBaThCs, — cKazasia nuHop. — 1o kpaitHe
Mepe, B IOMe €ro HeT.

— MoskeT ObITh, OH MOCTIeI0BAN 32 HUMU ? — [[eBOYKa MOAOIUIA K OJHOMY M3 00ropeBInux (ake-
JIOB U IpoBeJia o HeMy pykol. — Touno! OH yBUzE, 4TO IPOU30LLIO, U OTIPABUIICSA MO KX cliefam!

OHa ¢ Hagexk A0l mocMoTpesia Ha DIUHOP.

— HaBepHsika Tak 1 ObLI0. — DIMHOP CTapasiach Ka3aThCsl UCKPEHHEH. «A Kak, MO-TBOEMY, OH
BOOOIIe Mor ux npecienoBatb? Ilemkom?» — MbicieHHO JoOaBuiIa oHa. OHa MONOXKUIA PYKYy Ha
wiedo Merru. «boxke Mol, oHa Bce elie IpoxuT». — Hy, nmomm xke! — ckazana nuaop. — CKopo
npuenet nonunys. Bot yBunuiie, yepes napy AHei TBOW OTell CHOBAa OOBSIBUTCS, U HE UCKJTIOUEHO,
YTO B KOMITAHUM TBOETO JIpyTa, IoTartesist orasi. Y Tebe nmpuaeTcs A0KUIaThCs 3TOro BMECTe CO MHO.

Merru TOJIBKO KUBHYJIa To10BOi. ObeccuieHHasi, OHa TI03BOJIMIIA YBECTH ceOsl B IOM.

— Ho y MeHs ecTb OHO ycioBUE, — CKazaia DIIMHOP, KOTIa OHU YKe CTOSUTH Tepell IBEPHIO.

Merru noo3pUTENIbHO TOCMOTpENIa Ha Hee.

— He morua 6bl ThI, M0 KpaiiHel Mepe MoKa Mbl Oy[eM XHUTh BMECTe, IlepecTaTb CMOTPETh Ha
MeHsI TaK, CJIOBHO Thl TOTOBA MEHsI OTPaBUTh? BO3MOXKHO j11 3107

Ha muuie Merru nosiBuiach efja puMeTHasi oTepsiHHAs YIIbIOKa.

— llymaro, 11a, — cKa3zajia OHa.

Ha niBop, nokpeIThIi rpaBueM, Bbexaiu JBoe noiauueickux. OHu gonpocuan Merru u iauHop,
HO HY Ta HY JIpyrasi He MOIJIM OTBETUTh Ha OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh X BOIPOCOB: HET, DIIMHOP HE BUIEa STUX
JOJel Tpesk/ie; HeT, ISHET OHU He TIOXUTHIIM U BOOOIIIe HUYEro IIEHHOTO, TOIbKO KHUTy. Korzma oHa
3TO IIPOU3HECA, ONIMLEUCKUE, YCMEXHYBIIUCh, EPENISHYIUCh. DIMHOP pa3ApakeHHO MpoYrTaa
UM JIEKIIMIO O IIEHHOCTU PEIKMX KHHT, HO 9TO TOJIBKO ycyryomso cutyanmio. Korma Merru HakoHer
3asiBUJIa, YTO OHU HABEPHSIKA CMOTYT OOHAPYKHTH €€ OTIIa, eCIi OOBSBAT B PO3bICK HeKkoero Kanpu-
KOPHa, JIIs1 HAX 3TO OBIO PaBHOZHAYHO TOMY, YTO JIEBOYKA C TIOJTHOM CEPhE3HOCTHIO MpEeAIonaraa,
YTO €€ OTLA MOXUTUJI 3JI01 BOJIK.

[TotoMm oHu yexanu. nuHOp npuBesia Merru B ciaibHIo. [71a3a y OeTHSKKY CHOBA OBLTU TOJTHBI
cJie3, U DIIMHOP 3aX0TEJIOCh YTEUIUTh JIEBOUKY.

— B 3710l KOMHaTe cnana TBOs MaTb. — DTO ObUIO, BEPOATHO, XY/IIEe U3 TOrO, YTO MOKHO
ObLIO CKa3aTh B TAKOHM CUTYaIUH, TIO3TOMY OHa ObICTpO noOaBmia: — [lounTail 4to-HUOYIb, €CIIU He
CMOeEIIIb 3aCHYTb. — DIIMHOP OTKAILISIACH U TOILIA K ce0e B KOMHATY 110 TEMHOMY ITyCTOMY JIOMY.

[Touemy OH BIpYT MoOKa3aJycsl €l TAKUM OTPOMHBIM M COBEPILEHHO MycThIM? 3a BCe Te rOfibl,
YTO OHA MPOXWJIA B 9TOM JIOME, HUYEro MojoOHOro He MPHUXOAWIO € B TOJIOBY, €l He Ka3aJloch
CTPaHHBIM, YTO 3a BCEMU ITUMU JBEPbMHU €€ KJaJIM TOINbKO KHUTU. [Iponuio yxe MHOro Jer ¢ Tex
1Op, Kak B TUX KOMHATax M KOPUAOpax OHA Urpaja ¢ cecTpaMu B npsATKU. Kak THxo oHa ymena
OTKpbIBaTh JABEPb U HE3AMETHO MPOKPAIBIBATHCS B OUOTHUOTEKY . . .

Berep rpemen craBHsiMuU. «boike, 1 Bejb HE CMOTY COMKHYTb I71a3», — ogymajia DIuHop. A
3aTeM OHa BCIIOMHMJIA O KHHIE, KOTopas KJajla €e Ha MIPUKPOBATHOM CTOJIMKE, M CO CMEIIaHHbIM
YYBCTBOM PAZOCTU U HEYHUCTOM COBECTH CKPbLUIACh B CBOEH CIIAJIbHE.
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KoBapHblil mo1or

Cmpawnas, 20pvkas KHUJCHASL 0one3ib  odonesaem Oyuty. Kax
OMEP3UMENbHO  OWYWAMb €836 ¢  OeCPOPMEHHOI MACCOU, COCMOSU4eELE
u3 oOymazu, nucemer u cmpadauuii mepmevix. He Oviro au npaeunvhee,
0Na20pOOHee U OMBANCHEe OCMABUING 8eCb SMOM XAAM U 6bIHMU 8 OONbULOL
MUP CBOOOOHBIM, HUMEM HE CIECHEHHBIM, HEOOPA30BAHHbBIM CYNnepmeHom?

C. Hzn. Ilepee30 oudauomeru

Toit Houblo Merru He criania. Kak TonbKo maru i1MHop CTUXJIM, OHA Mo0eskana B KoMHaTy Mo.

OH elrie He pacrakoBas CBOM BEIIY — €ro CyMKa Ha Moty Oblia OTKpbITa. JIUIb KHUTY U HA/JIO-
MaHHasl TUTMTKA IIOKOJIaa JieXkaad Ha IPUKPOBaTHOM cToymke. Mo oboskan mokonaj. [ake camblii
3aCOXIIMI MTOKOJIAIHBIHA JIEN-MOPO3 HE MOT UyBCTBOBATh ceOs1 B OE€30MACHOCTH, HAXOISCh PSIOM C
HUM. Merru omioMuia OfHy JOJbKY M OTIPaBUJa B POT, HO OH ObLT COBEPIIEHHO OE3BKYCHBIM U
OT/1aBAJI JIULIb TPYCThIO.

Merru Jieria Ha KpoBath U 3a0pasack nof ofesyio Mo. OHO ObUIO XOJIOHBIM, a TIOMYIIKA eIle
He ycIiesia IepeHsTh ero 3amax M MaxJia MOIOIIUMM CPEICTBOM M KOHAMIIMOHEPOM [1s1 Oesbst. Merru
CyHyJIa 1oji Hee pyKy. Jla, oHa Obuta Tam: He KHura — hotorpacdusi. Merru BeITammia ee. 1o Obul
MOPTPET €e MaTepy, OH BCerjia Jiexan noj noaymkoin Mo. Korga oHa Oblila MaJleHbKOM, TO BepHUIa,
yTt0o Mo npuaymaer eif MaMmy, IOTOMY 4TO OH TOBOPHJI, YTO OHA MOHPaBUJIach Obl eil. OH paccKas3bIBall
O HEW YIMBUTEJIbHbIE UCTOPUHU.

— A ona MeHs moOunia? — cripaiiBaia Toraa Merru.

— QOueHb.

— A e ona?

— Eit npuniuioch NOKMHYTH HAc, Korja Tede ObUIO TPH roa.

— [Nouemy?

— IIpocto oHa oKHA ObLTa yexaTb.

— Jlameko?

— OueHn gajeko.

— Ona ymepmna?

— Her. VBepeH, uto Her.

Merru npuBbIKJIa, UTO HA MHOTME BOMPOChl MO AaBal CTpaHHbIE OTBETHL. B necsATh JieT oHa
Bepwia yke He B Ty Mamy, 4To npuayMan Mo, a B Ty, 4To yexana. A noka Mo ObUT psiioM, OHA He
0COOEHHO CKy4aJsa Mo MaTepu.

Ho Tenepp u ero He 6bu10 psigoM. U oHa Obia oHa ¢ DIIMHOP.

Merru BhITalMIa U3 CyMKUA CBUTEp MO M yTKHYJIaCh B HEro JMIOM. Bo Bcem BMHOBaTa 3Ta
KHMra, He repecraBas TBepawia oHa. Ilouemy oH He otnan ee Caxepyky? MHorna rHeB momoraer,
KOIAa rpycTh MelaeT HauTu Bbixoa. Ho motom y Merru cHOBa MOTEKJIM CJIe3bl, U OHA 3acCHYJA C
COJIEHBIM MPUBKYCOM Ha ry0ax.

Korna ona pe3ko mpocHysach B OTY, ceplie €€ KOJIOTUIIOCh, M BCE BEPHYJIOCh HAa3a/l: MYKYMHBI
B YepHOM, rojoc Mo u mycTbiHHas ynuna. «5 moiay ero uckarb, — nymana Merru. — [a, g Tak u
chenai». 3a OKHOM 3apfiesl pacCBeT — ellle HeMHOTo, U B3oWAeT comHile. Jlydine Bcero ObUio Obl
MCUYE3HYTh JI0 TIEPBBIX JIy4el COJHIIA.

Ha cryne Bo3ne okHa Bucena KypTka Mo, CIIOBHO OH TOJIBKO UTO ee CHsiI. Merru BhiTaluia
OyMaXHUK — eil HaBepHsIKa MOHA00STCS AEHbIM, MOTOM KPaAy4ucCh JOOpaiach O CBOEH KOMHATHI,
YTOOBI B35ITh C COOON HEKOTOPBIE BEIIN — TOJIBKO CaMOe HEOOXOAMMOE: KOe-UTO M3 OIEkKIbl 1 (pOTO-
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rpacuto Mo, Ha KoTopoii oHM BMecTe. C ee OMOIIBI0 MOKHO paccipariunBarh 0 Hem. CBOU CyH/1y4OK
OHa, KOHEYHO, OCTaBHT 37ech. CHauasla OHa XOTeJIa CIPSATaTh €ro Moj KpoBaThio, HO TIOTOM pelinia
HaMucaTh JJIMHOP 3aITUCKY.

«Jloporast DnuHOpP», — HanKcasla OHa, XOTsI 3TO OOpAIlleHNue HE OYE€Hb-TO TIOIXOIUIO DIUHOP,
W 3aJyMajiach HaJ TeM, KaKk K Hel oOpalatbcsi — Ha «Bbl» WM Ha «Tbl». «Hy &a jmamHo, — momy-
MaJia OHa, — K TETyIIKaM MOXHO 0OpaIlaThCs M Ha «ThD», TaK MPOIIE». «51 JOMKHA OTIIPABUTHCS Ha
TIOMCKH CBOETO OTIA, — MPOIoKasa oHa. — He Oecriokorics 3a MeHs1. — XOTs BpsA[ I DIMHOP Ha 3TO
criocoOHa. — [Iporiry Teds1, He 3asBJsAN B MOJUIMIO TIO TIOBOAY MOETO UCUE3HOBEHUsI, B IIPOTMBHOM
cllydae MeHsl BEpHYT Ha3aj. B 3ToM simumke HaxonsTcs MoM moOnMble KHUTH. K coxanenuio, s He
Mory B3sITb UX ¢ co0oi. [Toxkanyiicra, MPUIIISIIU 32 HAMU — 51 UX 3a0epy, KaK TOJIBKO Pasbllily OTIA.
Cnacu6o. Merru.

P.S. MHe TOYHO U3BECTHO, CKOJILKO B AIIMKE KHUI».

[NocnenHee npeayiokeHne oHa BEIYEPKHYJIa — OHO TOJIBKO PA303/IMIIO Obl DITMHOP, U KTO 3HAET,
YTO OHA CHEJIaeT C STUMH KHUraMH. BO3MOKHO, OHa MX TIPOAACT, Bellb Y KAXA0W U3 HUX ObLT 3aMe-
YaTeJIbHbIA MepervieT, u3rotopieHHsi Mo. Hu oquH, npaBna, He ObUT KOXaHbIM — MerTu He XoTe-
JIOCh ITPY YTEHUH JyMaTh O TOM, UYTO paJy MeperuieTa ¢ Kakoro-HuOy b TeIeHKa WM CBUHBY COIPAIIH
koxky. K cyacteio, Mo norumait ee. OH pacckasblBal €id, YTO MHOTO BEKOB Ha3a[ MeperuieThl s
0COOEHHO IIEHHBIX KHUT JIeJIAJIM U3 KOXKU HepoauBIIUXcs Tenst: Charta virginea non nata — KpacuBoe
Ha3BaHMeE JJIs1 y’KaCHOM BELIU.

— U B 3THX KHUTaX, — TOBOPII MO, — OBLIIO MHOTO MYJIPHIX CJIOB O JTIOOBU U JOOpOTE.

[Makys Bemym, Merru n30 BCex CUJI MBITAIACH HU O YeM He JyMaTh, TIOTOMY YTO 3HaJIa, YTO BCE
ee MBICJIU CBeAyTCs K onHoMYy: «I1e %e ero uckarb?» To ¥ 1e710 OHa MBITaNach OTOPOCHUTH 3TY MBICITb,
HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OCTaHOBHWJIACH M TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha JOBEpXY HATOJHEHHYI0 CYMKYy. BHyTpeHHMit
roJIoC IIernTas Bce rpomyue u rpomue: «Hy, ckaxu, rie Tl coOnpaenibest ero uckatb? Jlymaerib, Tl
JaJIeKO CMOKeIllb YUTH, MOKa TeOsl He CXBATUT nonvuusa? [IBeHauaTuIeTHssI JeBOYKa C CYMKOU B
PYKE ¥ HEeMpaBJIOMOA00HONM UCTOPUEN O TIPOIIABIIEM OTIIE M UCUE3HYBILIEH MaTepr».

Merru Kpenko 3aKpblia pyKaMu YIIU U TOTpPsiCIa TOJOBOM, YTOOBI rojioc 3amomyai. OHa
BBIHEC/IA B KOPUJOP CYMKY, KOTOpasi OKa3ajach OYeHb TsDKeJIol. Merru OTKpblia ee M BBIOpOoCcHIa
BCE B KOMHATY, OCTaBUB TOJIbKO CBUTEP, KHUTY (110 KpaiiHe! Mepe OlHa KHHTa Oblila He0OXOa1Ma),
dotorpacuio n 6ymaxxHruk Mo. Takyio cyMKy OHa cMoruia Obl HECTH CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO TIOTpeOyeTcs.

Merru TUXOHBKO CITYCTHJIACh 110 JIECTHUIIE C CYMKOU B OJIHOU pYKe U C 3aITUCKOM J1J1s DIUHOP
B JIpyroil. YTpeHHee COJHIIE yke IPOOMBAIOCh CKBO3b IIEJM CTaBHEM, HO B OOJIBIIIOM JIOMe ObLIO TaK
THXO, YTO Ka3aJIoCh, OYATO Jdaxe KHUTM Ha MOJKaX YCHYIH, JIMIIb U3 CHaJbHU DIUHOP JTOHOCHJICS
TUXWIA carl. Merru xotenia CyHyTh 3aIllUCKy TOJ] ABEpPb, HO OHAa He MPOCOBBIBasIach. Merru 3axyma-
Jlach ¥ HaJJaBWJIa HA PYYKY ABepH. B crianbHe DMMHOP OBLIO CBETIIO0, HECMOTPS Ha 3aKPBIThIE CTABHM.
Bo3ne kpoBatu ropena jamna — DIMHOP HaBepHsiKa ynTaia nepeq cHoM. OHa Jiexana Ha CIUHE C
MIPUOTKPHITHIM PTOM U Xpariesia, CIOBHO oOpalanach K TUTIICOBBIM aHTe/IaM, CBHCABIIHM C TIOTOJIKA,
Y MIPIKUMAaJIa K Tpyau KHUTY. Merru TyT ke y3Haja ee.

Cpenas fBa 1mara, OHa OKa3ajaach BO3Jie KPOBATH.

— Otkyna oHa y Te0s1? — 3aKkpryaa IeBOYKa W pBaHy/la KHUTY U3 OTSDKENIEBIINX OTO CHA PyK
DNUHOP. — DTO KHUTA MOEro oTual

SNUHOP BAPYT MPOCHYIach, OynTO MerrH IiecHyna e B JIMIO ropsiyeid BOJbI.

— Tw ykpana ee! — kpuvana Merru, BHe ceOst OT sipocTH. — Thl 03Bajia 3TUX OaHAUTOB. T U
stoT KanpukopH, Bbl ¢ HUM 3201HO! Thl OpraHn30Bajia MOXMIIEHUE MOETO OTIIA, U KTO 3HAET, YTO ThI
cnenana ¢ Caxepykom! Trl xoTesa HOMyYUTh KHUTY € caMoro Havasa! § 3aMeTusa, 4To Thl CMOTpea
Ha Hee TaK, CJIOBHO OHa kuBasi! MoxeT ObITh, OHA CTOUT MUJIJTMOH, WJIH B, VI TPH. ..

DNMHOpP MOJTYa CHAENa B KPOBATH M paccMaTpuBaia IIBETOYKM HA CBOEH HOYHOM COpPOYKE.
Tonbko Kora Merru 3amomyana, YToObl IEPEeBECTH JbIXaHUe, OHAa HAPYIIIIIa MOTYaHHe.

— T 3akoHUMIIA? — cripocuiia OHA. — VImu ThI coOMpaeNIbest Kpudarh 314ech 10 cMepTu?
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Ee ronoc 3Byuas, Kak Bceraa, pe3ko, HO B TO ke BPeMsI B HEM UyBCTBOBAJIMCh YT PbI3EHUS COBE-
CTH.

— 51 coobry 00 3TOM B MONMMIUIO! — BRIKPUKHYJIa Merru. — § ckaxy, 4To 3TO Tl yKpajia KHUTY
1 4TO TeOs CIeyeT JOIPOCUTD, YTOOBI BBISICHUTS, IJIe HAXOAUTCSI MO OTell.

— DTy KHUTY U Tebs 5 cracha!

SNMHOP BCTasla ¢ KPOBATH, MOAONLIA K OKHY M OTKPbUIA CTaBHH.

— Heyxemu? A uto Teneps ¢ Mo? — cHOBa 3akpruasia Merru. — Urto Oyaer, Koraa OHU 3aMeTsT,
YTO OH OTAAJ UM He Ty KHUTY ? Thl Oyzienis BAHOBATA, €CJIM OHU YTO-HUOYIb cienaoT ¢ HUM. Caxepyk
ropopuit: «KamprkopH yObeT ero, eciiv oH He OTaacT emy KHUry». OH yobeT ero!

SNMHOP BHICYHYJIA TOJIOBY U3 OKHA, ITyOOKO B3[IOXHYJIA U OOEPHYJIAC.

—Yemnyxa! — pa3apaxeHHO cKa3asia oHa. — Thl Yepecuyp 10Bepsielllb BCeMY TOMY, YTO PACCKa3bl-
BaJI Te0e TOT IIIoTaTesb CIIUYEK. SICHO OJJHO: ThI MepeunTaa MPUKIIOUYEHYECKUX PaccKa3oB. 3aueM
UM youBath TBoero otia? OH 4To, TAWHBIA areHT Wi onacHbii 6aHauT? OH pecTaBpupyeT cTapbie
KHUI'M. DTO He Ta Ipodecchsi, KoTopasi CBsi3aHa ¢ PUCKOM Ui u3HM! § mpocTo XOoTena u3yuyuTh
KHUTY B CIIOKOMHOW 00CTaHOBKE — BOT U Bce. TOJbKO MO3TOMY $1 ee ogMeHuia. Moria Jia s 3HaTh,
YTO MOCPEV HOUM 3asIBATCS STH TPOMUJIBI, YTOOBI OTOOpaTh y TBoero oria KHury? OH pacckazai
MHE TOJIbKO O TOM, YTO KaKOH-TO CyMacCIIeIIIMi KOJUIEKIIMOHEP yKe MHOTO JIET YTPOXKaeT eMy H3-
3a 910l KHUrH. OTKy/a MHE OBUIO 3HATH, YTO TOT KOJUIEKIIMOHEP HE OCTAHOBUTCS MEpe Kpakei co
B3JIOMOM U TIOXMILIEHMeM 4esioBeka? Jlake MHe HHMKOra He MpHIuio Obl Takoe B ronoBy. Hy, pagu
TOJIBKO OJJHOU WJIM JBYX KHHUT.

—Ho Beap Caxepyk roBopuit 00 3tom. OH cKa3aJi, YTo OHU ero YObioT! — Merru o0erMu pyKaMu
C’KMMaJia KHUTY, CJIOBHO ITBITAsICh HE BHITYCTUTH OCTABIIIeECs B HE HecuacTbe Hapyxky. Eil mouyauics
rosioc Caxepyka. — Ml KpHK U TperneT KpbUTbeB, — IeNTala OHa, — I HErO HeT MPHUSATHEH 3pesuia.

— Yro? O KOM 3TO Tl TaM FOBOPHMIIIL? — DIMHOP cejla Ha Kpall KpOBAaTH M MIPUTSIHYJIA K cebe
Merru. — Tol pacckaxellb MHe ceiiyac Bce, 4To 3Haelb 00 3toM. Hy, naBaii.

Merru OTKpbUIa KHUTY M TIEPETUCTHIBANIA CTPAHUIIBI 10 TeX TOp, IMOKa He Hallljla 3arjiaBHYIo
OykBy «K», Ha KOTOPOI1 cHes 3BepeK, OUeHb MOXOKMiA Ha [ BiHa.

—Merru! 4 ke c T060i pazroBapuBan! — DMUHOP pe3KO CXBATHJIA €e 0OEUMH PyKaMH 3a TUIeUn
u notpsciaa. — O KoM Thl ceituac ropopuia’?

— O Kanpukopse.

Merru TOJIBKO TpolienTtana ero ums. Eil kazanock, 4to Kaxgas OyKBa ero IMEHH TauT B ceOe
OIAaCHOCTb.

— KampukopH, a nanbine? 1o uMs s y’&Ke HeCKOJIbKO pa3 oT TeOs cibimania. Hy a kto, depr
noOepHu, 3TO TaKon ?

Merru 3aKkpblia KHATY, TTPOBEJIa PyKOM MO MeperuieTy U pacCMOTpeia ero Co BCEX CTOPOH.

— Ha Heii HeT Ha3BaHUsI, — TPOrOBOPKJIA OHA.

— Hu Ha neperuiere, HM BHYTpU. — DIMHOP BCTaja M MOJOILIA K IUaTssHoMy mkady. — Ecte
MHOT'O KHUT, Ha3BaHUE KOTOPBIX Y3HAEIIb He cpa3y. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TOMEIIaTh €ro Ha MeperyieTe —
9TO OTHOCHUTEJILHO HOBBIM 0ObIYaii. Bo BpeMeHa, Korjia KHUTH MepervieTaiy Tak, YTo KOPeIoK BJia-
BaJICSl BHYTPb, Ha3BaHKME HAXOAWJIOCh CHAPYKH, Ha OOKOBOM YacTH KHKHOTO OJIOKa, HO YaIlie BCEro
€ro MOJKHO OBUIO Y3HATh, JIUIIIb OTKPBIB KHUTY. [103Ke MeperieTunKy HayYrInuch JIef1aTh MOMyKpyT-
JIble KOPEIIKH, Ky/la ¥ IepeKOUeBaI0 Ha3BaHHeE.

— Ha, s 3Hat0! — HeTepriesuBo 3asBwiIa Merru. — Ho 310 He coBceM crapas kHura. $1 3Hato, Kak
BBITJISIAAT CTapble KHUTH.

DnmuHop Opocuiia Ha Hee HACMEIITUBBINA B3IJIS/.

— Oi1, uzBuHK! 4 3a0blaa, YTO THI y HAC HAacTOAIMME 3KkcnepT. Ho THl mpaBa: 3Ta KHHUra He
o4eHb crapas. OHa MOSIBUIACh OKOJIO TPUALIATA BOCHMU JIeT Hazajl. IloncTuHe cMentHoi BO3pacT
JUIst KHUTH! — DIMHOP McYe3sia 3a OTKpbITOM ABepuel mkada. — Ho y Hee Bce ke ecTb Ha3BaHUeE:
oHa HasbiBaeTcs «YepHWiIbHOE cepaiie». [lymaio, TBOI OTell repervies ee TaK HaMEepPEeHHO, YTOObI
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HEBO3MOXXHO OBUIO y3HATh MO MepervieTy, YTo TO 3a KHUra. Y eciu 3arisiHyTh B Hee, TO Ha3BaHUE
HE HaWJelllb U Ha TIEPBOM CTPaHMIIe — OH IIPOCTO BHIPE3a ee.

Hounas copouka DnuHOp ynajia Ha KoBep, U Merru yBujiena, Kak ee rojisle Horu 001av4asmch
B UYJIKH.

— MBI TOITKHBI CHOBA OOpPATUTHLCS B MOJUIMIO, — CKa3aja JIeBOYKA.

— 3auem? — DrHOp HAOpOCKIIa Ha JBepity IKada cBou myoBep. — UTo Thl coOupaenibest uM
pacckazarb? Thl UTO, HE BUJIENA, KaK Te JBOE CMOTPEIN Ha HAac BUepa’? — DIMHOP U3MEHUIIA IoJIoC: —
«Hy, kak e Bce 310 npou3oIiuio, rocnoxa Jlopenan? Kto-to BopBajcs K BaM B IOM IOCJIE TOTO, Kak
BbI U3 JOOPBIX MOOYkKICHUI BBIKJTIOUIIN CUTHAIM3AIMI0. 1 3TH ymenbie rpabuTeny yHecIu ¢ cooou
OJIHY-€/IMHCTBEHHYIO KHUTY, XOTs B Ballleld OMOIMOTEKe eCTh KHUTH TIeHOW B HECKOJIbKO MUJUTHOHOB,
1 yBeJd ¢ cOOOM OTIIa 3TOM JIEBOUKHM, XOTS OH caM MpPeJIOKUI compoBokaaTh ux! Hamo xke, kak
uHTepecHo! U 3tu moau padotaiot Ha Hekoero KanpukopHa. Pa3Be 910 He Ha3BaHMe acTposormye-
ckoro 3Haka?» ['ocrioau, AeBovka MOsi. — DIIMHOP CHOBA MOSIBWIACH U3-3a JBepiibl mikacda. Ha Heit
ObLJIa OTBpaTHTENIbHAS KJIeTyaTast I00Kka 1 OeKeBbIi MyJI0BEp, B KOTOPOM OHA BHITJIsAIesa OIeTHOM Kak
npocThIHS. — Bee, KTo )KUBET Bo3Je 03epa, M 6€3 TOro CUMTAIOT MEHsI HEHOPMAJIbHOWM, a €CJIY MBI TOH-
JIeM C 9TOU UCTOPUEH ellle pa3 B TOJUIIHIO, B OKPYre OYayT FOBOPHUTH, UTO S OKOHYATEIHHO CITSATHIA.
U 310 cTasno Ol ele OHUM J0Ka3aTebCTBOM TOTO, YTO CTPAcTh K KHUTAM HH K Y€MY XOpOIIeMy
HE MPUBOJIUT.

— Tsl oeBaerbest Kak Oadyiika, — ckazana Merru.

DNMHOP OIMyCTHJIA I71a3a Ha 100Ky U MyJI0Bep.

— Cnacu6o, — ckazana oHa. — Ho KoOMMeHTapuu 0 Moeil BHEIIHOCTH HexkenatesbHbel. Kpome
TOTO, sI MOTJIa OBl ISCTBUTEILHO OBITH TBOCH 0a0yIIKOW. Ecii Obl MPHIIOKMUIA HEMHOTO YCHITHIA.

— T korma-HubyIbL OblIa 3aMyxem?

—Her. A 3auem? He Moryia Obl THI ITepecTaTh 3a/1aBaTh MHE BOITPOCH IMYHOTO XapakTepa? Pa3zse
OTell He TOBOPHJI TeOe, YTO ITO HEMPHIINYHO?

Merru 3amommyana. OHa cama He 3HaJa, oyeMy 3aajia DIMHOP BCE STU BOIPOCHI.

— OHa Beb OYEHb LIeHHas, Ja? — CIpOCHIa OHa.

— «YepHuibHOE cepaue»? — DIMHOP B3sla y Merru KHury, npoBeJa 1o NepervieTy pykou u
BepHyJa ee. — Jlymato, 1a. XOTsl Tl He HaW/EIIb €€ HU B OTHOM KaTaJlore WM CIMCKe IIeHHBIX KHHT,
HU OJJHOTO 9K3eMIUISIpa 3TOr0 U3aHus. S, MeXay MpovnM, KOe-4To BBISICHUIIA 00 9T0i KHUTe. OauH
KOJUIEKIIOHED TMPEIORUI Obl TBOEMY OTI[y MHOTO-MHOTO JIEHET, IOTOMY UTO, TIO CIIyXam, y Hero
OCTaJICS1 €IMHCTBEHHBI 9K3eMIUISAp. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO HE TOJIBKO peaKasi, HO M OUYeHb XOpOIlas
KHUTA. §l HUYero He MOTy cKasaTb 110 STOMY MOBOJY — Buepa HOYBIO 51 OCHIIMIIA He OoJiee JiecsTKa
crpanmil. Kak TonbKO rosiBuiach repsast gest, 1 TyT ke yCHysIa. MeHsi HUKOTia He MHTePeCOBAIU 3TU
UCTOpUH PO hell, THOMOB U BCEX UM TMOA0OHBIX, XOTS 51 OBl MOCTaBWIIA B Caly TAPOYKY THOMOB.

SnUHOP NMOAOIIUIA K IBEpIIe Kada — 0OueBUIHO, OHAa paccMarpuBaa ceds B 3epkase. [Toxoxe,
3ameuyanue MerTH 1o ToBoy ee rapaepoda 3aeo ee.

— la, s nymaio, OHa OYeHb LIeHHas, — MIOBTOPUJIa OHA 3aJyMYMBO, — XOTS TIPO Hee ykKe BCe
3a0bUTH. BpsiJ JT KTO-TO 3HAET, 0 4eM B Hell peus. [Jaxe B bubnuortekax ee HeT. Ho Bpemsi OT BpeMeHH
MOSIBJISIIOTCS CITyXH, UTO JIPYTHX K3EMIUISIPOB HET ITPOCTO MOTOMY, UTO OHU ObLIH moxuItieHs!. [Togo-
3peBalo, uTo 3TO epyHAa. Vcyes3aloT He TOJbKO KMBOTHBIE M PACTeHHsI, HO U KHUTU. K coxaneHuio,
TaKOE CITy4aeTcsl He TaK YX peako. MokHO OblIo Obl CTO BOT TaKMX JOMOB HAIOJHHUTH MCYE3HYB-
MU KHATaMU. — DJIMHOP 3aKpbUia JBEpIly IKada u OECIIOKOMHBIMY MaJIbLIAMH B30HJIa BOJIOCHL. —
Hackomnbko MHe U3BECTHO, aBTOP TOW KHUTH eIlle KUB, HO OH, BEPOSITHO, HUYETO He CAENAI IS TOTO,
4yToOBI KHUTA ObUIA Mepen3aHa. Moxer ObITh, €My 3Ta HCTOpPHs OOJbIlle HE HPABUTCS WJIM KHHTa
TaK TJIOXO MPOJaBajach, YTO OH HE CMOT HAalTH M3ATeIbCTBO, TOTOBOE €€ OImyOnrKoBarh. [Ja Mao
JM 4TO?

— $1 Bce-Takm qymaro, 4To MX MOXMIIAIM He U3-3a IIEHHOCTH, — MpobopMoTaia Merru.
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— Het? — paccmesinach DimuHop. — Boxxe Moi, Thl I0Ub CBOETO OTIIAa. MOPTUMED TOXE HE MOT
MOBEPHUTh B TO, UTO JIOIY COBEPIIAIOT HEOJArOBUJIHBIE TIOCTYIKHU TOJBKO M3-3a JIEHET, BEPOSITHO,
MOTOMY, YTO JAEHBIH JUIsl HETO CaMOro He MMEIOT OOJIBIIIOro 3HAYeHUsA. A ThI TIPE/ICTABIIACIID, KAKYIO
LIEHY MOeT UMETh OJIHa KHUTa?

Merru ¢ pa3apakeHueM MmocMoTpesia Ha Hee.

— Ja. Ho s Bce paBHO cUMTalO, YTO 3TO HE OBUIO IPUYNHON MMOXUIICHUS.

— A Bot 4 Tak cunra. U lepnok Xonmc cornacuicst 6s1 co MHOW. Thl unTana mpo Hero?
3ameuarenbHbie KHUTH. OCOOEHHO KOIJIa 32 OKHOM HMJIET J0XK/Ib.

SnuHop Hagena Ty, g ee pocra y Hee ObUTH YAMBUTELHO MaJIeHbKUE CTYITHH.

— Moxet ObITh, C ITOM KHUTOM CBs3aHA KaKasg-TO TaliHa. — Merru 3a[yM4rBO TIPOBEJIa MasTb-
[IAMH TI0 CTPaHUIIAM.

— A, Tbl IMeeIIIb B BUJIY YTO-TO BPOJEC HEBUUMBIX IMOCTAHWI, HATUCAHHBIX TUMOHHBIM COKOM,
WM KapTy ¢ 0003HAYeHHBIMHU Ha HEW COKPOBWIIIAMU, KOTOPAsi CKPHIBACTCS B OJHOM M3 WILTIOCTpa-
LIMH, — SI3BUTEJILHO CKazaJia DJIUHOP.

— A ouemy Obl 1 HeT? — Merru 3aXJI0NHyJ/Ia KHUTY ¥ CYHYJIa €€ ITOJ] MBIIIIKY. — 3a4eM UM TOT/1a
noHaoousicss Mo? VM ObLj10 OBl JOCTATOYHO U KHUIH.

DNUHOp NoKaJia IJIeYaMH.

«Kak e oHa MorJia MpU3HAThCSI MHE B TOM, YTO He TIoJyMajia 00 3TOM, — IPe3pUTeTbHO TOBO-
puia cebe Merru. — [Ipocto paBoTa Bcerja JOKHA ObITh Ha €€ CTOPOHE».

DMUHOP MOCMOTpEJIa Ha IEBOUYKY TaK, CJIOBHO MPOUYUTANIA €€ MBICIIH.

— 3Haems uro? [IpounTaii ee cama, — cka3aja oHa. — MoxeT ObITh, Thl HaWACIIb B HEH TO,
YTO, HA TBOU B3IJIsI]l, HE OTHOCHUTCS K TIOBEeCTBOBaHMIO. [lapa JIMIITHKX CJIOB TaMm, Tapa JIMIIHUX OyKB
csaM... U msaumb, coOepeliib BOSMHO TalHOE MOCIaHue, yKa3zaTellb K coKkpoBuiiaM. KTo 3Haer,
CKOJIbKO BpeMeHHU TMPOK/IET, TIOKa TBOK OTel[ BepHeTCs, a Tebe HyKHO KaKoe-TO 3aHATHe, YTOObl yOu-
BaTh BpeMsl.

He ycniena Merru cka3ath 9TO-TO B OTBET, KaK DJIMHOP TOIHSJIA C MOJIa 3aIUCKY, JIeKABIIYIO
BO3JIe KpOBaTH. DTO OBUIO MPOIIATbHOE MUCHhMO Merru — oHa, JOJKHO OBbITh, OOPOHMJIA €T0, YBUJIEB
B pyKax DJIMHOp 3aBETHYIO KHUTY.

— Yro 310 emre Takoe? — HAXMYPUB JI00, CIIPOCKIa DIUHOP, KOTrIa MPOUrTaa 3anucKy. — Thl
cobupasiachk Uckath cBoero otma? I'me, pamu Bcero cearoro? Thl emie Oonee cymaciieqmas, 9eM s
aymada.

Merru npuxana k cebe «YepHUIBHOE cep/tie».

— A KTO OyeT ero uckarb, KpoMe MeHs1? — cKazajia OHa.

V Hee HaYaJIM IPOKATh TYOBI, U OHA HUYETO HE MOTJIA C STUM TO/IENaTh.

— Hy, eciit yx Ha TO TOIUIO, TO MBI OyJeM MCKaTh ero BMecTe! — Bo3paswia el DIMHOp. —
Ho cHauana njaaum eMy BO3MOXXHOCTh CaMOMY BepHYThCS. Vu THI TyMaerib, OH OyJeT paj, Koraa
y3HAET, YTO ThI TOIILJIA UCKATh €ro 1O CBeTy?

Merru nokavaia rojioBO, BCe MOIUIBUIO Y Hee Mepe]] IJIa3aMH, U T10 IeKe MOTeKJIa cie3a.

— Hy nagHo, Teneph Bce MPOSICHWIOCH, — HEPBHO MPOW3HECTa DIMHOP, MpoTaruBas Merru
1aTOK. — BeICMOpKaiics, U MoieM 3aBTpaKarh.

Omna He BhIycKkaa Merru u3 oMy, IMOKa Ta He Chejla KycodeK Xjie0a U He BBHIIMIA CTaKaH
MOJIOKa.

— 3aBTpaK — caMblil TJIABHBIN MPUEM IHUIIH, — 3asIBUJIa OHA, HAMa3biBasi ce0e MacioM TPeTHid
KyCOK xJie0a. — 51 He Xo4y, 4TOOBI TIPU BCTpeUe Tl paccKaszalia OTILy, YTO st MOpHJIa TeOs 3[1eCh ToJo-
JIOM.

Merru nporyioTiiia ¢jioBa, KOTOPHIMUA OHAa XOTeJla OTBETUTh DJIMHOP, BMECTe C OCTABIIAMCS
KYCOYKOM XJieOa 1 rodexana BO IBOp C KHUTOM.
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JIoroso JbBa

Tocaywartime. (B3pocavie mozym nponycmums smom adzay. ) A ne xouy
20680pUNb 8AM 3aparee, Ymo y Mo KHueu mpazuueckuii koney. A yoice ckazan
8 CAMOM Haua.le, Ymo Mo MOsL MOOUMAS KHU2A, HO 8 Heli NPOU3otoem MHo20
310.

V. I'oaoman. Ilpunuecca-nesecma

Merru cenla Ha CKaMeHlKy 3a JOMOM, BO3Jie KOTOPOH BCe ellle CTOSUTA OOYIJICHHBIe (haKeJbl
Caxepyka. Hukoraa oHa He Konebasach Tak JIOJIro, Mpeskie 4eM OTKpbITh KHUrY. OHa 0osiiach TOro,
YTO ee 0XKUJaNI0. DTO ObUIO COBEPILIEHHO HOBOE YyBCcTBO. OHa ellle HUKOTIa He UCIIBIThIBAJIA CTpaxa
niepen TeM, 4To coOrpaeTcsl pacckasaThb et kuura. Haobopot, Merru Beeria epernosHsiuIo JTI0OOTBIT-
CTBO U KHUTa C TAKOM JIETKOCTHIO MOIJIa YBJIeUb €€ B CBOM TAMHCTBEHHBII MUP, YTO OHA MOIJIA HAYaTh
YUTATh €€ B CaMblil HEMOAXOAAIUIA MOMeHT. OHU ynTaiu ¢ Mo 3a 3aBTPakoM, U U3-3a 3TOTO OH He pa3
C OMO3JaHMEM TTPUBOIMII ee B MIKoMy. OHa YiTania KHUTY MOJ] MApTOi, HA OCTAHOBKAX, MOJ1 OfIES/IOM
70 TeX Top, IOKa Mo He CTATUBA €ro M He TPO3WII el yOpaTh U3 ee KOMHATHI BCe KHHUTH, YTOOBbI OHA
MOIJIa KaK Clie[lyeT BhIChIaThcst. KOHEUHO, OH Obl HUKOTIa 9TOTO He Cieiall, ¥ OH 3HAJI, YTO OHA 00
9TOM 3Hasa. Ha mpoTsikeHnH HeCKOJIbKUX JHEH BeuepoM OHA MPsTajia KHUTY O[] MOAYIIKY, YTOObI
OHA HaIIeNThIBaJIa el HOUbIO CBOM UCTOPUM, 2 MO MOT MOYYBCTBOBaTh Ce0s1 XOPOIIUM OTIIOM.

Ty Ke KHUTY OHAa HU 32 4TO Obl HE CHpsATasa Moj MOAYIIKON MU3-3a CTpaxa mepej TeM, 4To
OHa MorJia Obl el HalenTarb. Bce HecuacTbsl, CIyYUBIINECS 3a 9TU TPU JIHS, TTOXOXKE, COILIU C ee
CTpaHMII, ¥, MOXET OBITh, 3TO OBUIO BCETO JIMIIh TEHBIO TOTO yXKaca, KOTOPBIN JKJIaJI €€ BIePEIH.

Ho, HecMOTpst HM Ha 4TO, OHA JIOJKHA ObLTa OTKPHITH €e. A Tje elle el uckatb Mo? DiamuHop
ObL1a TIpaBa: MPOCTO TaK yOexkaTh ObUIO Obl OecCMbICIIEHHO. MerTH JIOJKHA BO YTO ObI TO HU CTAJIO
pasbickath cieabl Mo cpeau cTpaHul « YepHUIBHOTO Cepaia».

He ycniena oHa OTKpBITh KHUTY, KaK YCJIBIIIAIA 32 CIIMHOW YbH-TO IIATH.

— YV 1ebs OyaeT coHeuHbli yrnap, eciv Oyelib CUICTh Ha TIAJISIIEM COJTHIIE, — TPOM3HEC 3Ha-
KOMBIH TOJI0C.

Merru 00epHYyIach.

[epen neii crosin Caxepyk. Ero ynpiOka Oblia Ha 3TOT pa3 €CTeCTBEHHOM.

— AX, OCMOTpHTE, KaKOU clopripu3! — cKa3asl OH, CKJIOHUBIIMCH HAJl HEMl U YCTAaBUBIIKCH Ha
PaCKpBITYIO KHUTY Y Hee Ha KoJieHsiX. — Tak oHa eltle 31ech, y TeOsl.

Merru pactepsiHHO cMOTpesia Ha ero u3yBeueHHoe Jmio. Kak oH mor Bectu cedsl, CJIOBHO
HUYEro He Mpou301LIo?!

— I'ne b1 Ob11? — Hauana oHa. — OHK He MpUXBaTIIIHN TeOs1 ¢ coOoii? A rae Mo? Kyna onu ero
yBe3u? — SI3bIK IeBOYKH €/1Ba IIEBEJIUIICS, KOTJa OHAa MTPOM3HOCKIIA 3TH CJIOBA.

Ho Caxepyk He crienuii ¢ OTBETOM U PacCMaTPHBAaJl KYCThl BOKPYT, OYTO HUKOTAA HE BUIE
HUYEro 1nogooHoro. Ha Hem ObUIO MabTOo, XOTs IEHb ObLT TETUTHIM, HACTOJIBKO TETUIBIM, UTO MOT CBEp-
KAIOIUMHU KareJlbKaMu BBICTYIIII Y HEero Ha JiOy.

— Her, oHu He B3s/ MeHsI ¢ COOOM, — CKa3al OH HAaKOHEI[ U CHOBa OOpaTWiI CBOW B30p Ha
Merru. — Ho 51 BUJes1, Kak OHH yeXaJld BMECTe C TBOMM OTIOM. §1 OekaJl 3a HUMU yepe3 KYCTapHUK.
Hymaut, 4to cBepHY cebe IIel0, MYach 3a HUMHU 110 3TOMY TPOKJISTOMY KOCOTOpY, HO BOBpEMSI IOJI0-
CIIeJI K BOPOTaM U yBUJEJI, YTO OHU MOeXasiu B I0KHOM HarpasieHnd. KoneuHo, s ux y3nai. Karpu-
KOPH MOCJIaJl CBOMX JIyUIIIHX JIIoAeH, faxe bacta Obul ¢ HUMU.

Barsig Merru 3acTbil y HEro Ha ry0ax, CJIOBHO Tak OHa MorJjia ObICTpee BBIYIUTb Y HErO Bce
MOJIPOOHOCTH.

— Hy u?.. Tsl 3Hae1b, kyaa onu otBe3 Mo? — OT HeTeprieHus ee ToJI0C JPOKall.
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— B nepesnio Kanpukopna, nymato. Ho 51 xoten B 3ToM ynoctoBeputhes. .. — Cakepyk CHsUI
MaJIbTO U TIOBECHJI €ro Ha cKamelKy. — [Tosatomy s npecnenoBan ux. £ 3Haio, 6exarh 6erom 3a Marim-
HOH MPOCTO HeJeNo, — CKa3al OH, Korga Merru nomopimia jod, — Ho 51 ObUT B Takol sipocth. Bee
ObLIO HATPACHO: 51 ke TPeIyNpexaal Bac, YT0 HAM He CTOMJIO Clofia pre3xkarsh. .. [lotom MHe yaa-
JIOCh TIOMMATh MOMYTKY, JOOPOCUBIIIYIO MEHsI IO TOTO MECTa, I/Ie OHU 3alPaBJIsLIHCh, — YETBEPO MYK-
YWH B YEPHOM BBIIIAC/IN HE CJIMIIKOM ITPUBETIIMBO. HpOH_IHO HE MHOIro BpEMCHH C TOI'0O MOMCHTA,
KaK OHM yEXxalJiu. S B34 MOIICA. .. Ha BpEMA U MOIBITAJICA ITPEC/ICAOBATh UX. He CMOTPpU Ha MCHA
TaK, MOXeIllb ObITh CIIOKOMHA, 1 BO3BPATUII ero motoM. OH He ObUT OUeHb OBICTPBIM, HO, K CYACTHIO,
31€Cb OUCHb MHOI'O IIOBOPOTOB, MU g YBUACI UX YK€ BHU3Y, B JOJIMHE, @ MHC IPUIIIJIIOCH €HIC MCTIATD
10 ceprnanTuHy. W Toraa s MoHsUI, 9TO OHM Be3yT TBOETO OTIlia B mrad-kBaptupy Kanpukopna. He B
OJIHO U3 YKPBITHI Ha CeBepe, a B CaMo JIOTOBO JIbBA.

— B soroBo npBa? — nepecnpocuiia Merru. — ['ne ato?

— [Ipubnu3urenbHO B TpexcTax KUJIOMeTpax K Iory orcioga. — Cakepyk ces psjaoM ¢ Hel Ha
CKaMelKy 1 3axMypui rmasa. — Hemaseko ot nodepexbs. — OH CHOBa IOCMOTpEIT Ha KHUTY, JIeKaB-
mryio y Merru Ha koneHsix. — KanpukopH Oyaer pasrHeBaH, KOT/ia YBUIUT, YTO €My IPUBE3JIH HE Ty
KHUTY, — CKa3aJl OH. — 5] TOJIbKO MOTY HaJIesIThCs Ha TO, YTO €r0 pa304apoOBaHMe HUKAK HE OTPA3UTCS
Ha TBOEM OTIIE.

— Ho Mo Besib He 3HaJI, 4TO 3TO OblIa He Ta KHHUra! DIMHOp TaiHO nojMeHwIa ee! — M cHoBa
10 €€ JIMITY TeKJIM 3T MPOKJISATHIE clie3bl. Merru nmpoBea pykaBoM 1o riazam. Caxepyk OMOPIIIHT
700 ¥ IPUCTAJIbHO TIOCMOTpEN Ha Hee, CIIOBHO He 3HaJl, BepuTh el uin HeT. — Eil xoTenock Bcero
JIMIIb MOJTACTATh €€, TaK OHa MHe cKka3asia! Knura Oblia y Hee B cniasibHe. Mo 3HaJI TOJIBKO O TallHUKeE,
B KOTOpBII OHA ee MOJIOKIIIA, a TAK KaK OHa OblIa 3aBepHYyTa B Oymary, TO OH He 3aMeTHJI, YTO 3TO
Ob1a He Ta KHura! A monu KanpukopHa Toxe He POBEpSUIH.

— Koneuno Her, a 3auem? — ['onoc Caxkepyka ObUT UCTIONTHEH Tipe3peHuss. — OHU He yMeloT
yntaTh. KHUTA U1 HUX He OOJbIlle U HEe MeHbIle, JyeM ymodass apyras Oymara. Kpome Toro, oHu
IMMPUBBIKJIX K TOMY, 4YTO UM JAKOT TO, YTO OHU XOTAT.

Or crpaxa ronoc Merru 3a3Bydalt POH3UTENBHO.

— Tel nomxen npuBe3Ty MeHs B 3Ty AepeBH0! [loxanyiicta! — Monsiumu ria3amMu oHa ycra-
Buitach Ha Caxepyka. — 51 Bce oObsicHIO KanpukopHy. S otnam emy KHUTY, ¥ OH oTITycTuT Mo. Jla?

Caxepyk KMypuJI IJ1a3a Ha COJIHIIE.

— Hy KoHeuHo, — cka3aj OH, He 1515 Ha Merru. — 9To Be/ib €IMHCTBEHHOE PellieHuUe. . .

BHesarHo 10 HUX JOHecCs roJioc DIHHOP.

— Koro 310 K Ham 3aHecn0? — KpUKHYJa OHA, BBHIIJIIHYB U3 OKHA CBOEH criayibHU. BienHo-
JKeJIThble 3aHABECKU PA3BEBAJIMCH HAa BETPY, CIOBHO B HUX 3aIyTaJICsl HEKUH yX. — [JioTarens criuek
COOCTBEHHOM TMepCOHOM?

Merru Bckoumia 1 odeskasia K Held TI0 Ta30HY.

— DMHOP, OH 3HaeT, rjae Mo! — KpuKHyIa oHa.

— Heyxenu? — DnuHop, npuiypuB riasza, nocMorpena Ha Caxepyka. — [lojoxkure KHUTY Ha
MecTo! — KpUKHY/a oHa eMmy. — Merru, 3ab6epy KHUTY.

Merru cMyIIEHHO 00epHYach. « YepHUIbHOE cep/tie» ObUIo AeHCTBUTENBHO B pykax y Caxe-
PYyKa, HO He ycriena Merru mocMOTpeTh Ha Hero, Kak OH TYT K€ TMOJIOKIIT KHUTY Ha CKaMEeNKy M o[-
MUTHYJT eli, OpOCHB 3JI0M B3IJISI/I B CTOPOHY DIIMHOP.

Merru po6ko BepHYJIach K HEMY.

— Xoporo, 51 mpuBery Te0s1 K TROEMY OTILY, JAa)ke €CId 9TO MOXKET HaBjeub Ha MeHs Oeny! —
HIETHYJI OH el Ha yx0. — Ho oHa, — OH He3aMeTHO KMBHYJI FOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY DJIMHOP, — OCTAHETCS
3nech. Ilonsma?

Merru HeyBepeHHO rocMoTpesta Ha oM. Hap jryxkaiikoi pa3aaics rojoc IuHop:

— NnTepecHo, 4To OH TeOe TaM HalenTan?

Caxepyk npenocTeperaiiie B3rJIssHyJl Ha Merru, Ho OHa 9TOro He 3aMeTHIa.
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— OH xoueT npuBe3Td MeHs K Mo! — KpUKHYyJa oHa.

— 3mopoBo! — KpuKHY/a B oTBeT DimuHop. — S moeny ¢ Bamu! [lake eciu BbI MIPEAIOUTH Obl
OTIPABUTHCS B IyTh O6e3 MeHs!

— A xak MoxeT ObITh MHave! — nporrenTtan Caxepyk, HeBUHHO yibioasich muHop. — Ko 3Haer,
MOXET, MbI CMOXeM OOMEHSITh ee Ha TBoero oTua’? KanpukopHy He rmoMeniaeT ele oiHa CIyKaHKa.
['oToBUTH OHA, TIpaB/a, HE YMEET, HO, BOZMOKHO, OHa OyeT cThparh Oelibe, MyCTh STOMY M He y4aT
KHUTH.

Merru 3acmesinach, XOTs HEe Morjia MOHATH 1o Jymiy Caxepyka, IIYyTHJI OH WM TOBOPUII
CEpPBE3HO.
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Tpyc

Joma!l Dmu nackoevle oxauKu U OCMOPON’CHblE NPUKOCHOBEHUS.,
nepedasasuiecss no 6030yXy, He3puUMble KPOXOMHbIE DYUOHKY, KOMOpble
MAHYAU U BAEKAU €20 8 COBEPULEHHO ONPEONEHHOM HANPABACHUU.

K. I'pam. Bemep 6 usax

Caxepyk mpoOpajcss B KoMHaTy Merru u yoemuics, 4yto oHa cnuT. [Bepb Oblia 3amepra.
HagepHsika D11MHOp yroBopuJja ee cziesiath 310, IOTOMY 4TO He J0Bepsila eMy U MoToMy uto Merru
He XOTeJla OCTaBNIATh « YepHuiIbHOE cepatie» 0e3 mpucMotpa. Caxepyk 3acMesiiCsl, BCTaBJIsAs TOHKYIO
IIPOBOJIOKY B 3aMOYHYIO CKBaKMHY. «Kak IJTyna 3Ta KeHIMHa, XOTh U ITPOYMTajla Tak MHOTO KHMT!
OHa BepuT, 4TO 3TOT NMPOCTOM 3aMOK JIJIs1 MEH# nperpazaa’?»

— [a, MoXkeT ObITb, 1151 TAKKX HEJIOBKUX MAJIbLIEB, KAK TBOU, DIIMHOP! — MPOILIENTa OH, OTKPbI-
Basi BEpb. — A MOU C y/IOBOJIbCTBUEM UI'PAIOT C OTHEM, U MI03TOMY OHM TaKHe MPOBOPHBIE.

CuMrnarusi, KOTOpPYI0O OH UCHBITHIBAT K Jouepu BommeOHoro SI3bika, ObTa cepbe3HbIM Mpe-
MSATCTBUEM, a YIPhI3EHHs COBECTH BOBCe He obneryanu ero 3aaady. [a, Caxepyka Hadaia My4uTh
COBECTb, KOIJa OH poOpasicsl B koMHaTy Merru. OH He coOupajicst yKpacTb Y Hee KHUTY, X0Ts1 Kanpu-
KOPH BCe elle XoTel ee nonyuuTb. Knura u gous Bomme6Horo f3bika — TakuM ObUIO €ro HOBOE 3a/1a-
Hue. Ho nmoka oHO OTKJIabIBAJIOCh. DTOM HOUBIO OH IPUILES K HEl MO JPYyroi pUYMHE: ero MpUBEIO
TO, YTO YK€ MHOTO JIET I'PBI3JIO €r0 CepALe.

OH 3a[yMuMBO CTOsUI BO3JIe KPOBAaTH M paccMaTpuBall CISAIIYI0 AE€BOYKY. BbliaTe ee orma
KaripukopHy ObUIO He Tak CJIOKHO, a BOT ¢ Hell 310 OyaeT He npocto. Ee mmno Hanomunano Caxe-
PYKY OZIHOTO OYeHb JOopororo yenoeka. Kaxaplil pa3, korjga 1eBoUYKa CMOTpeJia Ha HEro, ero oOxXBa-
THIBAJIO JKeJIaHUE JOKa3aTh €1, YTO OH He 3aciyKuJl ee HeioBepue. Ciiel1 Toro HeIoBepusi Beeria ObLl
B €€ B3IUIAJIE, JaXe KOrJja OHa cMestlach Hall HUM. Ee oTtell cMoTpes Ha Hee COBCeM O-Ipyromy, Kak
OyaTo OBbLT FOTOB 3AIIMTUTH €€ OT BCETro 3710r0 Ha cBete. «Yrto 3a rmynast Meicib! HUKTO He cMokeT
3aIUTUTh €€ OT ITOrO».

Caxxepyk NPUKOCHYJICS K IIpaMaM Ha Jiiiie 1 noMopuuics. IIpoub Bce 3TH HEHYKHbIE MBICIIH,
OH JlocTaBUT KarpukopHy neBouky u kHUry. Ho He 3Toii HOublo.

['BMH MOIIEBEIMIICS Y HETO Ha IIjIeue, MBITasiCh COPBaTh OMICHHUK — OH HE JIIOOWJI HU €ro, HU
LIENOYKY, KoTopyio Caxepyk NpUIaini K OIIEHHUKY. 3BepeK XOTel OTIPaBUThCA Ha OXOTY, a Caxe-
PYK He oTityckas ero. [Iporiioil Houblo KyHHIa yOekasa OT Hero, Korja OH pa3roBapuBaJl C JIIOAbMU
Karpukopha. [TymmcTslii uepreHoK 10 cux nop 6osuics bacty. Caxkepyk He MOT Ha HETO OOMKaThCsI.

Merru criajia KpenkuM CHOM, YTKHYBILUKCh B CBUTEp (BEPOSAATHO, OH MPUHAIEKAI €€ OTLLY).
Ona 6opmoTasia 4to-T0 BO cHe, — Caxkepyk He MOr pa3o0parhb, YTo MIMEeHHO. Ero cHOBa cTaia My4YnTh
COBECTb, HO OH T'HAJI TATOCTHOE YyBCTBO Mpodb. OHO ObLIO eMy He HykHO. Kakoe eMy z1erno 110 3Toi
neBouku? [la v ¢ oTOM ee OH IpocTo cBOAMI cyeThl. C Kakoy CTaTH OH JIOJKEH YyBCTBOBATh ceOs
NO/LTBIM HerozsieM, 3MeeM-npearesem?

Caxepyk orisen KOMHary, oH Mckal KHUry. Kyna oHa ee crnpsrana? Psnom ¢ KpoBatbio
Merru CTOsIT CyH/1y4YOK, BBIKPAIIEHHBI KpacHOW Kpackol. Caxepyk MOIHAT KpbILKy. CyHIy4oK
ObLJ1 HAIOJTHEH KHUTAMM, IpeKpacHbIMUA KHUramu. Cakepyk J10cTajl U3 KapMaHa MajibTo (pOHApUK U
MIOCBETUJI BHYTPb.

— Bel TobKO MocMoTpuTe! — mpomenTan oH. — Uro 3a kpacota! CJI0OBHO MBIIIHO pa3ofieThlie
nambl Ha Oy y KHs3s!

BommeOHbiil SI3bIK, BEpOSATHO, Neperien KaxIylo KHUTY 3aHOBO, IMOCJE TOro Kak MaJbYMKH
Merru pactpenanu crapble neperieTsl. Koneuno, TyT ObUT 1 €ro 3HaK — rojioBa equHopora. OH ObuT
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Ha BCeX KHWKHBIX TUIAThSIX, KAXKJ0€ U3 KOTOPBIX UMEJIO CBOM HEMOBTOPUMBIN IIBET. B cyHIyUKe ObLIH
KHUTY TIOYTH BCEX LIBETOB PayTH.

Knwura, kotopyio uckan Caxepyk, Jexaia B caMoM HU3Yy. B cepedpucro-3eneHoM neperuiere,
OHa BBIIJIsIZIeNIa OYeHb CKPOMHO, CJIOBHO HUIIMIA CPeIy POCKOIIIHO OfIETOW 3HATH.

To, uyto BonmeOHbli A3bIK Hage M 3Ty KHATY TAKUM CKPOMHBIM TYaJeTOM, HHCKOJBKO He
ynuisiio Caxepyka. Ckopee Bcero, otell Merru HeHaBUIEN 3Ty KHUTY TaK ke CHIIBHO, KaK JIIOOWII ee.
Caxxepyk OCTOPOKHO BBITAIIWII ee. [Ipo1uio yske mouTu JeBsTh JIET, Kak OH B TIOCJACHUN pa3 iepKa
ee B CBOMX pykax. Torga oHa ObUta B KAPTOHHOM TeperieTe U B CyNepoOsIoKKe, TOPBAHHON BHU3Y.

Caxepyk MOIHSLT rojioBy. Merru B3JOXHYyJIa ¥ TIOBEPHYJIach Ha OOK, TaK YTO €€ COHHOE JIMILIO
ObLI0 oOpareHo K HeMy. Kakoll HecyacTHOU BhIIsiena nepouka! HaBepHska el CHUJICS TIOXOU
coH. OHa 1meBesmiIa ry0amMmu, CKMMasi CBUTEp, CJIOBHO MCKaJla KAKOW-TO Oropsl... Ho B ioxux cHax
Yarie BCero HeT HUKOTO PSZIOM, U OH UyTh ObUTO He pa3Oyau Merru. Kakum cnabakom oH ObLT Ha
camoM Jiee!

Caxepyk MOBEepHYJICs K KPOBaTH CIIMHOM — C IJ1a3 JOJION, U3 CepMiia BOH — M OBICTPO PACKPBLT
kHUTYy. EMy cTasno tsokeno apiiate. OH MPOUCTAN MEPBbIe CTPAHUIIbI, TOYMTAI, TIOIUCTAI TAJIbIIe,
nanpire U gansine. Ho ¢ Kakol cTpaHuiedl Bce Me[JIeHHee JBHUIaIMCh €ro MaJiblibl, M BAPYT OH
3aKpbUl KHUTY. JIYHHBIN CBET CTpyMJICS Uepe3 CTaBHHM Ha OKHax. OH He 3HaJ, CKOJIBKO OH TakK IMpo-
CTOsLJI, IOTEPSIBIIKCH B JTabupuHTe OyKB. OH Tak U He HAYYWJICS YUTATh OBICTPO. ..

— Tpyc, — mpomenTan oH. — Tel Tpyc, Caxepyk! — OH Kycas ry0bl 10 TeX Mop, OKa eMy He
crayio 6opHO. — Hy, Opock Thi! — mienTas oH. — DT0 MOXKET ObITh MOCIESTHSISI BO3MOXKHOCTh, OOJIBaH.
Korga kHura okaxercs B pykax KanpukopHa, OH Bpsi JIM TTO3BOJIUT TeOe 3aryIsiHyTh B HEe.

OH CHOBa OTKPBLT KHUTY, MPOJIUCTAJ 10 CEPEMHBI U OMSATh 3aXJIOMHYJI €€, a TaK TPOMKO, YTO
Merru B3ApOTrHY/IA BO CHE ¥ CIIpsITaia rojioBy mof ofesioM. Cakepyk KJajl, He IIeBesiCh, BO3Je
KpOBaTH, MOKa ee IbIXaHue CHOBA HE CTAJIO PABHOMEPHBIM, a MOTOM, TITyOOKO B3[JOXHYB, CKJIOHHJICS
HaJl €e CYHIy4KOM, TIOJIOKHUJI KHUTY PSJIOM C IPYTUMU M O€33BYYHO 3aKPbUI KPHIIIKY.

— Tol BUgen? — 1wenHyn1 oH cBoeil KyHule. — S mpocto He Mory pemmmrtbes. Eciu xodenb,
Uiy cebe X035IMHA MMOOTBaXKHEH. — [ BUH THXO TSBKHYJI BO3JIE €ro yXa, HO €CJI 3TO U ObUI OTBET, TO
Caxepyk ero He MoHsLI.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi OH cityiiain poBHOE JpixaHue MerTu, a moTom Mofomes K JBepH.

— Y10 BCe 3TO 3HAYMT? — IIENTaJ OH, CHOBA OKa3aBIIMCh B Kopuaope. — M KTo 3HaeT, uem Bce
3TO KOHYMTCS?

OH nonHsJICA B KAMOPKY IO KPbIIel, KOTOPYIO BhIAETUIa eMy DJIMHOP, U JIeT Ha y3KYI0 Kpo-
BaTh, BOKPYT KOTOPO IPOMO3/IMIIMCH TOPHI SITMKOB C KHUTAMH, HO TaK M HE COMKHYJT IJ1a3 10 CaMOro

yTpa.
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N Bce gajbiie HA 10T

B noxoo, 6ecneunnviii newexoo,
Viioy, usowie neuanv, —
Cnewwum oopoza om eopom
B 3amanuusyro oanv,
Cesusas muicsuy nymeli
B ooun, 6ypauswiii, kak pexa,
Xoms, Kyoa mHe navimo no Heli,
He 3naro s noka!

Iloc. P. P. Toaxun. Baacmeaun Koney?

VYT1powm, cpa3y nociie 3aBTpaka DJIMHOP pa3/okuila Ha KyXOHHOM CTOJIE JOPOXKHYIO KapTy.

— Wtak, Tpucta KWJIOMETPOB K 10Ty OTCIO/Ia, — CKa3ajia OHa, C HeJloBeprueM nmocMoTpeB Ha Casxe-
pyka. — Hy, mokaxwre e Ham, Iie TOYHO MbI JOJKHBI UCKaTh OTIa MerTH.

Merru nocmotpena Ha Caxepyka, U ee cepiiie OeIeHO 3aK0TOTUIIOCh. Y Hero ObUTH KPYTH MO
r1a3aMu, OyATO MPOIUION HOYBIO OH He crnajl. Caxepyk poOKO MOOMIEN K CTONY M TOTep KOMIOYHiA
no60opoaok. OH CKJIOHWICS HaJ KapTod U HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs U3ydas ee, IOTOM HAKOHEI| TKHYJ B
Hee MaJIbLIEM.

— Tyrt, — ckazan oH. — Bor 31ech HaxoguTcs AepeBHs KarpukopHa.

DNMMHOP NOJOILIA U 3aITIsIHYJIA Yepe3 ero IIeUO.

— Jlurypus, — cKa3ajia OHa. — A Kak ke Ha3bIBaeTCs 3Ta IepeBHsl, pa3peiure cripocuts? Kanpu-
KOpHUs?

Ona He cBonwia a3 ¢ Caxepyka, Kak OyITo XoTena B3IJIS0M YAATUTh [IPaMBbl C €ro JIUIA.

— V¥V Hee Het HazBaHus. — CakepyK TOBOPWIJI C OTKPOBEHHOW Hempusi3Hblo. — Korna-to jas-
HBIM-JIaBHO y Hee ObUIO Ha3BaHKe, HO K TOMY BpeMeHH, Korjia TaM rocenuicsi KanpukopH, oHO ObLUIO
3a0bITO. DTy JIEPEBHIO BBl HE HaliIeTe HU HAa 9TOU KapTe, HU Ha KaKko JIpyroi. st ocTanbHOro Mupa
3Ta JepeBHsI — JIMIIb JECATOK MOy pa3pyIIeHHbIX JOMOB, K KOTOPBIM BEJIET I0pOra, He 3aCiTyKHUBIIIast
Ha3BaHUSI.

— I'M. — DnuHOp CKJIOHWIIACh HAJl KapToi. — B 3T0ii obnactu 5 emme HA pa3y He Obuta. B 'enye
Obl1a OIMH pas. § Kymuia TaM y OJHOTO aHTHKBapa 3amevaresIbHbIi SKk3eMIuisip «Asmcel B CTpaHe
YyJec», B XOpOIIEeM COCTOSIHUM U 32 MOJIOBUHY PEaIbHOW CTOMMOCTH KHHTH.

Ona nocmortpesna Ha Merru:

— TeGe npaButcs «Anuca B Ctpane uygec»?

— He oueHns, — otBeTIIIa MerTu U nepesesia B3I Ha KapTy.

DNUHOP TOJBKO TMOKayvajia TOJIOBOM, YAMBIISAACH AETCKOW TIYNOCTH, M CHOBa OOpaTWiIach K
Caxepyky.

— A yem 3aHMMaeTcs 3ToT KarpukopH, Kpome TOro 4To OH KpaJeT KHUTHU U TIOXHIIAET OTIIOB? —
cripocuia oHa. — Ecim st mpaBrIibHO MOHS1a Merru, Bbl XOPOIIIO 3HAETe ero.

Caxepyk OTBEJI B3IVIs1/1 B CTOPOHY U ITPOBEJT AJIBLIEM BJIOJIb PEKH, BBIOIIEICS MEX/TY 3eJIeHBIMU
Y KOPUYHEBBIMU TISITHAMH KapTHI.

— KoneuHo, MBI poioM U3 OTHOTO MeCTa, — CKa3aJl OH, — HO OOJIbIle y HAC HET HUYero OOIIero.

DNMHOP YCTaBUJIACh HAa HETO TaK MPHCTAIBHO, KaK OyATO MbITAIACh MPOXKEUb €ro B3IJISIOM.

4 IlepeBon A. KuctsakoBckoro.
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— OfHO NUIIb KaKeTCcss MHE CTPAaHHBIM, — CKa3asa OoHa. — MopTuMep XoTen cripsTarh «Yep-
HWIbHOE cepatie» oT 3toro KanpukopHa B 6e3omacHoM mecte. [lodyeMy OH MprBe3 KHUTY UMEHHO
ciona? BeIxonuT, OH caM BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO TIOMAJICS K HEMY B pyKu!

Caxepyk Mnoxan rjedyamu:

— BeposiTHO, OH cunTaeT Bailry OMOIMOTEKY CaMbIM HAaJIEKHBIM MECTOM.

B mamsati Merru BCIUTBIIIO OOHO BOCIIOMHUHAHME, CHavasla OYeHb PacIUIbIBYUaTOe, MOTOM OHO
CTaJIO YETKUM, KaK KapTuHKa B KHure. OHa Bunena Caxepyka, CTOSIBIIETO Y BOPOT PsIJIOM C MX aBTO-
OycoMm, U el MoKa3aJIoCh, YTO OHA CIIBIIIUT €ro Tojoc. . .

HcnyraBimck, OHa B3IJISIHY/IA HA HETO.

— ToI ckazan Mo, uro KanpukopH xuBeT Ha ceBepe! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA oHA. — [ToaTOMy OH crie-
[IAJIbHO TIePECTpOCKI TeOs1, ¥ Thl OTBETUJI, UTO TIOTHOCTBIO YBEPEH B 3TOM.

—Hy na... Tak oHO 1 ObUIO, — CKa3aJ OH, He ogHUMas T1a3. OH paccMaTpuBasl CBOM HOT'TH, a
MIOTOM CTaJl TepeTh MU CBOM MYJIOBEP, CIIOBHO MBITASICh OTTEPETh MATHO. — Bel 00€ MHe He 10Bepsi-
eTe, — CyX0 CKazaj OH. — SI... MOry 3To MOHSTh, HO 51 He Jiran. Y KarpukopHa JiBe mTad-KBapTUPHI U
HEKOTOpOE KOJIMYECTBO YKPBITUH, HA CITy4ai, €cii eMy BIIPYT TJIe-TO HAYMHAET yIPOXkKaTh OMAaCHOCTh
WM €ro JIIoAsM HeoOXOIMMO Ha BpeMsl UCUYe3HyTh. Yalle BCero OH MpOBOUT JIETHUE MeECSIbl Ha
ceBepe, a B OKTSIOpe OTIIPABJISIETCS] Ha 10T, HO B 9TOM rOfly, TIOX03Ke, OH IPOBOIUT JIeTo Ha fore. OTKyaa
MHe 3HaTh? MoxeT ObITh, Y HEro Ha ceBepe MpoOIeMBbl C MOUIMen? A MOXeT, Ha Iore Y Hero Jielio,
KOTOPOE OH JJOJKEH MPOKOHTPOJIMPOBATh? — CKa3al OH OOMKEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM, KaK MaJICHbKUI MaJlb-
YHK, KOTOPOTO B YeM-TO HECITPABEIUBO OOBUHSIOT. — YTO ObI TAM HU OBLIO, €T0 JIOH OTITPABHIIUCH C
otrioM Merru Ha for. § cam 31O BUZe, a BAXKHBIMU AeaMu, Oyay4u Ha fore, KanprkopH 3aHuMaetcs
TOJIBKO B 3T0M JiepeBHe! OH 4yBCTBYeT ceOst TaM B O€30MaCHOCTH, Kak HUrje. TaM y Hero HUKoraa
errie He ObUIO MPOOJIEM C MOJIUIIMEH, TaM OH MOKET BeCTH ceOsl Kak MaJIeHbKUH KOPOJib, Kak OyITO eMy
MIPUHAJICKUT LIeJIBI MUp. Tam OH NMUIIET 3aKOHBI X MOXKET JIeJIaTh BCE, YTO €My 3a01aropacCyamuTcs.

Caxepyk yiabiOHyCsS. D10 ObUIa ropbKas yablOKa. «Eciu Obl BBl TOMBKO 3HANMM! — rOBOpHJIA
oHa. — Ho BbI BOOOIIIe HMUETO He 3HaeTe M HUYEro He MOHMMAETe».

Merru mouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK ee JIyIly CHOBA 3allOJHIII YepHbIN cTpax. OH pa3pacraiicsi He OT
TOTrO, 4TO cKa3aj Caxepyk, a OT TOro, 4TO OH He CKazall.

DNUHOP TOXKe, TIOX0kKe, IIOUYBCTBOBAJIA ITO.

— Boxe moii, nepectanbTe roBOpUTH Tak TAMHCTBEHHO! — Ee pe3kuii TOH nojipesas cTpaxy Kpbl-
Jbs1. — 1 cripammBaio ere pas: uem 3aHumaeTcs 3tot Kanpukopa? Kak oH 3apabarsiBaeT qeHbrH?

Caxepyk CJIOXKWI HA TPYAU PYKH.

— Ot meHs Bbl Oonbilie HUYEro He y3Haete. Crpocute Jiydille ero camu, pa3 yx s IpuBeLy
BaC B €ro JIEPEeBHIO, YTO MHE MOXKET CTOMTb ToJIoBbl. HO ¢ Kakoii cTaTyu 51 JOJKEH paccKasbiBaTh BaM
o Kanpukopue? — OH nokauan ronoBoit. — Het! {1 npeaynpesxpaan otia Merru, s coBeToBal emy
I0OPOBOJIBLHO OTAATh KHUTY KanpukopHy, HO OH MeHsI He iociyat. Eciu Obl st ero He mpeaynpean,
To Jionu KanprkopHa cxBatuim Obl ero eme pabiie. Cripocute Merru! OHa ke Oblia psaoM, Koraa
s1 ToBOprJI eMy 00 3Tom! Xopoiiio, 1 pacckazall eMy He Bce, uto 3Hal. Hy u uto? S pacckassiBaio
KaK MOXHO MeHblIIe 0 KarnprukopHe, s cTapaioch BOOOIIE TOMEHBIIE O HEM AyMaTb, U, TOBEPhTE MHE,
KOTJa Bbl C HUIM MO3HAKOMHTECH, Bbl MEHsI TIOMMETE.

SNMHOP MOMOPIIUIIA HOC, OYATO TaKOe MPEAIOIoKeHHe ObLJIO IIPOCTO HEJETbIM, YTOOBI TOBO-
PUTH O HEM.

— Bbl, KOHEYHO, HE CMOXETe CKa3aTh MHE, TOUYEeMY OH TaK OXOTHUTCS 3a 9TOWM KHUTOM, BEPHO? —
CKazaJia OHa, CKJajpiBasl Kapty. — OH 4TO, KOJUIEKIIUOHED?

Caxepyk mpoBeJ najblieM Mo Kpako CToJa.

— 41 ckaxy TOJIBKO CIIeAyIoIee: OH XOYEeT MOy4UTh 3Ty KHUTY, U TIO3TOMY BaM CJIeI0BajIo Obl
eMy oTrath ee. Sl MOMHIO clly4ail, KOrja ero JIOAW Ha MPOTSKEHUH YeThIpeX HOYeW CTOSUIM TMepes
JOMOM OJJHOTO YeJIOBEKa TOJIbKO MOTOMY, YTO KamprKopH XOTes MOoMy4YuTh ero cooaky.

— W o nomyuwit ee? — Tuxo cripocuia Merru.
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— Koneuno, — 3agymunBo otBetis1 Caxepyk. — [ToBeph MHE, HA OJMH HE CMOXET CIaTh CIIO-
KOWHO, ecyiu Jiiony KarnprkopHa CTOSIT 1oj1 ABEPHIO €ro JIoMa U HOYM HAIPOJIET CMOTPSAT B €r0 OKHA.
Yare Bcero yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO JHer KarpukopH nosnydaer 1o, 4To XO4erT.

— Yeprt! — BoCKJIMKHYIA DMUHOP. — Moo cobaKy OH Obl HE TTOTYIHJI.

CaxepyK CHOBA YCTAaBUJICS HA CBOU TAJIBIIBI U YJIBIOHYJICS.

— He ynwibaiitech Tak! — ckazana emy DmuHop. — Moy coOmpait Benu! — oOpatuiachk oHa K
Merru. — Yepe3 yac Mbl 0Tbe3xkaeM. HacTynmur Tot Mur, Korja Thl CHOBa OOpeTelllb OTIIA, AaXKe eCIn
A HE X041y OCTaBJISATb KHUT'Y 9TOMY THUITY. il HCHABUXKXY, KOI'’Jda KHUTU TMOMaJaloT B IJIOXUE PYKHU.

Onu cemu B KoMOu DnurHOp, x0Ts1 CaskepyK HacTauBasl Ha TOM, YTOObI OHU €XaJld Ha aBToOyce
Mo.

— B3nop, Takoe  erie HUKOTrIA He BOAWIA, — CKaszasa DIMHOp, nepenaBast CaxepyKy KOpoOKy,
JOBEpXy HAMOJIHEHHYIO MPOBHaHTOM. — Kpome Toro, Moptumep octaBui1 aBTOOYC 3aKpBITHIM.

Merru 3ametuina, uto y Caxepyka yke OblT TOTOB OTBET M Ha 3TO, HO OH MPOIJIOTHUII €ro.

— A ecnu HaM HY’KHO OyIeT 3aHO4YeBaTh? — CIIPOCHJT OH.

— O uem BHI? {1 paccuuThIBal0O camMoe IMO3/IHEE 3aBTpPa YTPOM OBITh CHOBA JJOMa, HE JIIOOIIO
MOKUAATh CBOM KHUTH OOJIbIIIE YeM HA JICHb.

Caxepyk NOIHS I71a3a K HeOy, CJIOBHO TaM OH MOT HalTH OOJIbIIe CMBIC/A, YeM B CIIOBaX
SmuHop. OH codupaics CecTh Ha 3ajIHee CUIeHbe, HO DIIMHOP OCTAaHOBUIIA €TO.

— Ionoxure, mogoxanTe, OyAET Jydllle, €Cv Bl TMOBEAETe, — CKa3aja OHAa U CyHYyJIa eMy B
PYKY KJIIOUM OT MalIuHbl. — BBl JTyulnie 3HaeTe, Kak HaM eXarb.

Ho Caxepyk BepHy eil KJIlouu.

— 51 He ymelo BOAMTh MallMHY, — Mpou3Hec oH. — CaMa roe3aKa B aBTOMOOMJIE HeMpUsTHA JIJTsT
MeHsl, HE TOBOPSI YK€ O TOM, YTOOBI €T0 BECTH.

DnuHop 3abpalia y HEero KJI0UH |, TIOKaYaB roJIOBOM, celia 3a PyJib.

— Bbl Kakoi-TO CTpaHHBIM MapeHb! — cka3aja oHa, a Merru TeM BpeMeHeM ycakuBajlach Ha
MECTO PsIOM ¢ BoguTeseM. — U s oueHb HaJeloch, YTO Bl 3HAETe, IIe HAXOAUTCs oTel] Merru, a He
TO BaM IPUJIETCS IIOUYBCTBOBATH, YTO HE TOJILKO 3TOT KamprkopH crnocoOeH BeensTh ykKac.

Merru OTKpbLIa OKHO, KOrJa DIMHOP 3aBejia MOTOp, 1 Opocuia B3I Ha aBrooyc Mo. Eii
ObLJT0 OOJTBHO OCTABJIATH €70 TaM — 3TO OBUIO TSI Hee XyXkKe, UeM MOKUHYTh KakKoH-HuOyab oM. Kakum
Obl 4y’)KMM HU OBLIIO HOBOE MecTO, ¢ Mo y Hee Bcerga ObLT psiIoM Kycodek JjomMa. A Tenepb M ero oHa
JOJDKHA ObLIAa OCTaBUTh, U OOJIbITIIe HUYETO POIHOTO ISk Hee He ObLIO, KpoMe, MOKATYH, OIeXk bl B
piok3ake. Enie oHa B3si1a ¢ co00i HEKOTOpbIe Bely Mo U JBe €ro KHUTH.

— WnuTepecHbiii BoIOOp! — 3asiBUIa DNMHOP, Koraa Merru ofiojkuia y Hee 7Sl 3THX Bellen
CTApPOMOJIHYIO CYMKY M3 TEMHOM KOXH, KOTOPYIO MOXHO OBUIO IMOBECHTH Ha IU1e4o0. — Thl Oeperb ¢
coboit «Koponst Aprypa u peiapeir Kpyrioro crona» u «®poyo» ¢ ero BOCEMbIO My TEeIIeCTBUSAMHI.
Hernoxue cniytHuky. O4eHb IJIMHHBIE TOBECTBOBAHMSI — TO, UTO HA/IO AJIs MOe3IKHU. Thl yxe unTasa
ux?

Merru KuBHYyJIA.

— MHoro pa3, — npobopMoTaja OHa U ellle pa3 MpoBeja PyKoH MO MepervieTam, Mpexae 4em
TMOJIOXKUTHh KHUTU B CyMKy. OHa XOpOIIIo TOMHMJIA JIeHb, Koria Mo 3aHOBO Tieperyien OfHy U3 HHX.

— TonpKo HEe cMOTpPHU Tak MpayHO! — cKa3zaja DJIMHOP, B3BOJIHOBAHHO TIISIHYB Ha Hee. — Bot
YBUJMIIIb, HAIlIA TTOe3/1Ka OyJeT HeJJONTOM.

Merru Obia Ob1 pasia, eciii Obl TOXe OblTa Tak yBepeHa. KHura, ofHa U3 MPUYMH UX MOE3]KH,
Jexana B OaraxHUKe, MOJ1 3allaCHBIM KOJIECOM, 3aBEpHYTasl B LieJUI0(aH.

— He roBopu Casxepyky, riae Haxoqurcsl KHura! — ckasajia IMHOP U 0T/ajla KHUTY € B pyKH. —
4 Bce-Taku eMy He OBEPSIIO.

Ho Merru penmna Hauats 1oBepsath Caxepyky. Eif xotenock noBepsats eMy. OHa JoJKHA ObUTa
eMy JOBepsATh. A KTO ellle MOl IpuBe3Tu ee K Mo?
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HepeBHnst KanpukopHa

Ho na nocaeonuti éonpoc 3eauz omeemun:

— Beposimuo, ou ynemen 6 Kpaii no my CMopoHYy MeMHOMbl, KYod He
Ccmynana Hoea 4enoseKa U He 3abezan Hu 00UH 36epPb, 20€ HeDO U3 MeOU, A 3eMAsL
U3 dHcene3a u 20e NoO WASNKAMU 2pUb08 U 8 3a0POULEHHBIX KPOMOBbIX HOPAX
obuUmarom 3avie CUNbL.

H. b. Bunzep. Cxazounux Hagpmanau u e2o xonwv Cyc

CornHIze cTOs1I0 BHICOKO B HeOe, KOrja OHU OTITPAaBIJIMCh B 1OpOry. Bckope B MarmHe ctaiio Tak
AYILHO, YTO K Tesly Merru npuiniia MoKpast OT nota (pyTooKa. JIMHOP OTKPbUIA OKHO MalllHbI
U nepeaaia eit OyTeuiKy Boabl. Ha Hell Obuta Hajieta BsizaHast KogTa, 3acTerHyTasi o CaMoro Bepxa,
u Merru, nepecras gymatb o Mo uinm KanpukopHe, 3a1a1ach BOIIPOCOM O TOM, He BCIIOTEJa JIM OHA
B TaKOH OHEXKIE.

Caxepyk Tak THXO CUAEN Ha 3a/IHEM CHUAEHbE, UTO MOXKHO ObLJIO Aaxe 3a0bITh 0 HeM. Ha kore-
HsIX y Hero ObL1 ['BUH. 3Bepek crian, a Cakepyk I71a/Iu ero He epectaBasi. Bpems ot Bpemenn Merru
rocMaTpuBajia Ha Hero. OH 6e3y4acTHO s ies] B OKHO, OY/ITO MOT CMOTPETh CKBO3b I'OPbI 1 JIEPEBbSI,
J0Ma 1 OOPBIBBI, TSHYBILIMECS BIOJb JOpord. Ero B3risy kasascs COBEpIIEHHO MyCThIM, CJIOBHO OH
OB I7Ie-TO OYEHb JJasieKo. B kakoi-To MoMeHT Merru oOepHy:1ach U 3aMeTHIIa y HerO Ha JIIE TaKyIo
IPYCTb, UTO TYT K€ OTBEPHYJIACh.

Ona ToX)e Obuta Obl HEe MPOTUB TOAEPKATh KAKOrO-HUOYAb 3BepbKa Ha KOJEHSX. DTa uies,
HaBepHOE, MPOTHaja TEMHbIE MBIC/IY, TIOCEIMBIIHECS B €€ COHAHMU. A 32 OKHOM OTKPBIBAJICS OOJTb-
110/ MUP: B3/IbIMAJIUCh BBICOKME TOPbl, FOTOBbIE CBOMMM OTBECHBIMHU CKaJlaMM O€3)KaJOCTHO CKATh
nopory. Ho crparinee rop Obuid TyHHeaW. B HUX Tamiuch BUIEHUs, KOTOpble Jaxke I'BMH He Mor
cryrHyTh. HaBepHoe, oHu % Jasii B TeMHOTe MerTH, KoTopas npejcrasisia Mo B KAKOM-TO TEMHOM
xonopHOM Mecte u KanpukopHa... Merru 3Hasa, 9to 310 ObUT OH, XOTSI K&XIbI pa3 y Hero ObUIn
pa3Hble JMLIA.

Omna nomnelTajlach YATaTh, HO BCKOPE 3aMETWJIA, YTO HUYETO HE MOIJIA 3allOMHHUTBH, MIOITOMY,
kak Caxepyk, cTaja CMOTPETh B OKHO. DJIMHOP BbIOMpajia HEOOJbILIUE, 3arpyKEHHbIE TPAHCTIOPTOM
JOPOT'!U.

— A HE TO MOKHO IPOCTO YMEPETh CO CKYKH, — TOBOPHJIA OHA.

Merru 6b110 Bee paBHo. Eif xorenoch b godparbes 10 Mecta. [lonHas HeTeprieHus, OHa
paccMarpuBajia ropbl U joma. MHorga eil ynaBajgoch OpOCHTh B3IVISi[ HA HE3HAKOMILIEB U3 BCTpEU-
HBIX MAIlIMH, HO MX JIML[a MTHOBEHHO YHOCWUJIUCh BJIaJIb, CJIOBHO KHUTa, KOTOPYIO OTKPBUIM U TYT XK€
3akpbutd. [Ipoeskas yepes MaJleHbKYIO IEPEBYILKY, Ha Kpalo JOPOTM OHU YBUIEIN MYXKUUHY, KOTO-
Ppblii IPUKJIEUBAJ IUIAYyILEeH AeBOYKE Ha KOJIEHO IJIaCThIpb. YTellas ee, OH NOIIauil ee 1o rojioBe,
u Merru nogymazia o Mo, 0 ToM, Kak 4acTo OH Jiesiasl TO ke caMoe, Kak Oerajl o oMy B MOUCKAaX
IUIACTBIPSA, U OT TUX BOCIIOMUHAHUI y HEE€ CHOBA MOKATUJIUCh CJIE3bl.

— Boske moii! 3neck Triie, 4eM B orpedaIbHON KaMepe MupaMuibl! — ckaszasa DIMHOP.

Merru o6paTria BHUMaHME Ha TO, YTO OHA YacTo ropopuia: «bosxe moii!»

— Xots ObI KTO-HUOYIb cKazal: «O, Kakoil KMBOMMCHBIN JTaHmmadt!» wim «Kakow npekpac-
HbII 3aMOK |». Ellle nmomyaca rpoO0BOi THIMHBL, U 51 3aCHY IIPSMO 32 PYyJIEM.

Ee xo¢ra rmo-npexkHeMy Oblia 3aCTErHyTa Ha BCE MYTOBHIIBL.

— 51 He BUXKY HMKAKOTO 3aMKa, — IpodopmoTana Merru.

Ho npomio HeckonbKO MUHYT, M DJIMHOP yKa3ajla € Ha 3aMOK.

— IllectHaguaTelii BeK, — 3asBWJIa OHA, KOIZA HA CKJIOHE TOPBI MOKA3JIKCh pa3pyllIEHHbIE
creHbl. — Tparndeckas ucropus. 3anperHas Jo6oBb. [IpecienoBanue, cMepThb, TOCKA.
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DnuHOp pacckazaia o OMTBE, KOTOpasi pa3birpaiach 31€Ch COTHH JieT Hazall. («Komas mexmy
9TUMU KaMHSIMU, TOYHO OOHAPYKUIIbL KOCTH U TIOTHYTHIE ITUIeMbl».) OHa 3HaJIa UCTOPUIO KaXkJIOW
KOJIOKOJTbHU. HeKkoTophle U3 ee paccka3oB ObUIM TAKMMU CTPAHHBIMU, YTO Merru Mopiuia Jio0, ciy-
asi ux.

— Tax Bce u 6bUI0, MOBEPh MHE! — TOBOPHJIA TTOTOM DJIMHOP, HE OTPhIBasi B3MJIsAA OT JOPOTH.
Oco6eHHO oHa 000kaJla KPOBaBbIe HCTOPUU: O HECYACTHBIX BIIIOOIEHHBIX, KA3HEHHBIX Ha 3MmadorTe,
O KHSI3bsIX, 32)KMBO 3aMYPOBAHHBIX B CTeHaX. — B Hallle Bpemsi Bce TUXO U CIIOKOIHO, — CKa3ajia OHa,
3aKOHYMB OYEPEHOM paccKas, OT KOToporo Merru noonieiHesna, — HO BCeraa rjae-To TauTcsl TeMHast
ucropus. HeckonbKo croneTuit Ha3za/l )Ku3Hb OblIa OoJiee 3aXBaThIBAIOIIEH.

Merru He MorJia IOHSTh, YTO 3aXBaTHIBAIOIIETO ObLJIO BO BpeMeHa, KOrja y JIojei, Kak pac-
CKasbIBaJia IUHOP, ObUT €AMHCTBEHHBIN BBIOOP MEXy CMEPTBIO OT YyMbI ¥ THOEJIBIO OT PYK MPOXO-
AAImuX yepe3 ceneHue conaar. Ho, yBuaeB pyrHbI Kakoro-HUOYIb 3aMKa, DIIUHOP OT BO3OYKICHUS
3aJIMBajIach PyMSIHIIEM, a KOT/Ia OHA 3aBOMJIA PACCKA3 O BOMHCTBEHHBIX KHSI3bSIX U JKAJHBIX €TTUCKO-
nax, HABOAMBIIMX HEKOTJA CTpax Ha )KUTEJIeH 3TUX rop, yepe3 KOTopble Terneph Bena acaibTupo-
BaHHasI IOPOra, B €e OOBIYHO TYCKJIBIX IJIa3aX 3aropaJicsi OrOHEeK.

— Joporass DnuHOp, OYEBUIHO, YTO Bbl POJMIIMCH HE B CBOEH MCTOpUM, — 3asaBui Caxepyk
TOCJIe JJOJITOrO MOJTYaHUSI.

— He B cBoeit ucropun? Bel umeete B Bu1y — He B cBoe BpeMsi? Jla, mojoOHast MBICIIb MHE TOXE
MIPUXO/INJIA B TOJIOBY.

— HaseiBaiiTe 310 Kak xotute, — ckazan Caxepyk. — B mo6om cityuae Bbl HaiijieTe OO S3bIK
¢ Kanmpukopaom. OH ToXke JTIOOUT TaKue UCTOPUH.

— MHe NoHMMaTh 3TO Kak OCKOpOJieHre? — OOMKEHHO CIpOCHIia DIUHOP.

[ono6GHoe cpaBHEHUE, MOXOXKeE, €l He TIOHPABUIIOCH, TIOTOMY YTO OHA MOYTH Yac MoJJyasia, v
Merru CHOBa HUYTO HE OTBJIEKAJIO OT €€ CTPaxoB Mepe/l YKaCHBIMU BUICHUSIMU, TIO[UKUIABIIIUMH e
B KaXXJOM TYHHEJE.

Hauano cmepkarbcsi, Koria ropsl ObUTH yiKe 0331 1 32 3eIEHBIMU XOJIMaMH TOSIBIJIOCh MOPE.
OHo MoGIecKMBAIIO B JIy4yax 3aXOfSIIero CoHIA, Kak Koxa KpacuBoii 3men. Korna-to naBno Merru
BUJIENIA XOJIOMHOE, Cepoe MOpe, U3-3a BEeTpa KasaBllieecs: OeCIBETHBIM. DTO MOpe OBbLIO COBCEM JIPY-
TUM.

OpnuH BUJ ero corpeBan Merru cepitie, HO OHO TO | JeJI0 TIPOTaIaio 32 YPOIJIUBBIMU BBICO-
KMMH JIOMAaMHM, 4TO 3aHMUMAJIM HEOOJIBIIOE MPOCTPAHCTBO MEXAY OeperomM M MOJHOKUEM XOJIMOB,
KOTOpbIE KOe-TJie He OCTaBJISUIM JIOMaM MecCTa, MOAXos OIM3KO K MOPIO, ¥ TOT/Ia MOpe JIM3aJlo UX
3eJieHble HOTU. B cBeTe 3aXoAsiiero coHIa OHM HATOMHUHAIM pa3OUBIIMECS O CYIITY BOJIHBL.

Muach 1Mo U3BWIMCTOM IOpOre BAOJb MOOepekbsl, DIMHOP CHOBA HaYasla PaCcCKa3biBaTh O pUM-
JISTHaX, KOTOpbIe SIKOOBI TIOCTPOUJIM 3Ty AOPOTY, O CTpaxe Iepel AUKUMHU KUTEJSIMH 3TOW y3KOM
TIOJIOCKHY 3EMJIH. ...

Merru ciyniasa ee oqHIUM yxoM. Ha 000urHaxX pociy MajibMbl, KOTIOUHE JIUCThSI KOTOPBIX ObLITH
TIOKPHITHI MBUTBI0. MeXy HUIMU [IBEJI OTPOMHbBIE araBbl, MSICUCTBIE JIUCThsI 1NN UX TTOXO0XKUMH Ha
naykoB. He6o, mpocTtrpasinieecsi 3a HUIMH, OKPACHJIOCh B PO3OBBI 1 JKEJITHIH [IBET, & COHIIE CaTUIIOCh
BCE HUXE U HUKE, M CBEPXY, CJIOBHO YEpHUJIA, HA HEM TOSIBIUIUCh TEMHO-CUHHUE CTPYHKH HOuM. Bua
ObLT TAKMM KPACUBBIM, YTO OT YMUJICHUSI HABOPAYMBAJIUCH CIIE3BI.

Merru nipeacTaBisiia cebe MECTHOCTh, B KOTOpo# ki KanpukopH, coBcem npyroit. Kpacora
Y CTpax Pe/IKO YKUBAIOTCS PSIIOM.

OnHu exanmu yepe3 HEOONBIIYIO AEPEBHIO, MUMO JOMOB, KOTOpPble ObUIM TAKMMH IECTPBIMH,
CJIOBHO MX pa3pvcOBbIBaM AeTH. OpaHKeBble, PO30OBbIE U JKEJThIE: CBETIO-KEIThIE, TEMHO-KEJThIE,
OJ1e/THO-KEJIThIE, TPSI3HO-KENIThIE — C 3eJIEHBIMH CTABHSIMHU U KPACHO-KOPHMYHEBBIMH KpblliaMu. [laske
OITYCKABIIIMECS] CyMEPKU HE MOIJIM OKPACUTh MX B TEMHBIE I[BETA.

— He noxosxe, 4ToObl B 3TUX JOMax Taujach OMACHOCTb! — BOCKJIMKHYJa Merru, mpoBoKas
rJ1a3aMu OYepeIHON PO3OBBIN JIOM.
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— IIpocto nmotomy, 4TO ThI BCE BpeMsl CMOTPHIIIb TOJIBKO HAJIEBO, — CKa3aJ 3a ee criiHoi Caske-
PYyK.

Merru crajia cMOTpeTh Ha Apyrylo cropoHy. CHavyasaa U Tam ObUIM TOJBKO sipkue aoMa. OHU
CTOSUIM Ha Kpalo YJIUIIbl, CJIOBHO OOJIOKOTHBIIMCH JIpyr Ha Apyra. Ho Bapyr goma rponasiu, 1 oTBec-
HbIE CKaJIbl, B CKJIAJJKaX KOTOPBIX YK€ THe3MIach HOUb, OKaMiIsiiu opory. [la, Caxepyk ObL1 pas,
peskue Joma, 0OpedeHHbIe YTOHYTh B OITyCKaBIIIEHCSs ThME, HABOAMIIN yKac.

Pe3sko cremHesno — Ha 1ore HO4Yb HacTymnaeT ObIcTpo, — 1 Merru Obula paja, uTo DIMHOP Besla
MAIlMHY 10 SIPKO OCBELIEHHOH Jopore BIOoMIb nodepeskbs. Ho B KoHIle KoHIOB Caxepyk Besen eil
MOBEPHYTh Ha JIOPOTY, YXOIUBIIYIO B TEMHOTY, — TE[IEpb U MOPE, ¥ IIECTPhIE JOMA OCTAJIUCH MTO3aH1.

Bce Tecnee craHOBHUIIaCH I0TIMHA, BCE OOJIBIIIE XOJIMOB B3[IBIMAJIOCh CO BCEX CTOPOH, A0POra TO
MOJTHMMAJIach, TO orycKanack. CBeT (pap ymana Ha 3apociiv APOKa, OAWYABIINE BUHOTPAJAHUKY U Ha
OJINBKOBBIC A€PEBbA, KOTOPLIC CKPIOYHJIUCH, CJIOBHO CTapUYKH.

3a Bce BpeMs ITyTH UM BCTPETHIIUCH TOJIBKO JIBa aBTOMOOWJIAA. [1opoii B TEMHOTE BCITBIXMBATU
OTHH TO 3[IECh, TO TaM pa30pOCaHHBIX JiepeBeHb. Ho goporu, o KOTOpbIM OHM eXajiv, yOoeraau B Kpo-
MeIHyo TeMHOTY. Heckomnbko pa3 apbl ocBeran oOBeTIaibie TOCTPOUKH, HO DIIMHOP HE 3HAJA
HH OI[HOI7I HUCTOpHHU O HUX. B 3TuX cTeHax XWiIM He KHS3bS U HE EIUCKOIIBL B KpaCHbIX MAaHTHAX,
a KpecThsiHe U 0aTpaky, YbM UCTOPUM HUKTO HE 3aIlicall, a KOrja OHU MCYE3ITH, MOrpeOeHHbIe MOJ
IUKAM TUMBSTHOM U OYPHO Ppa3pOoCIIMMCS MOJIOUaeM, MX 3a0bUTH.

— MBbI paBUJIbHO eeM? — cripocuiia IMHOP MIENOTOM, OYITO MUP BOKPYT Hee MOrpy3uiics B
THUIIMHY, 1 OHA He XOTeNa Hapymarth ee. — Ml re HaMm MCKaTh ero JepeBHIO B STOM OOrom 3a0BITOM
kpaio? [lo-BuarMomy, Mbl yke JBAXK/Ibl HE TaM CBEPHYJIH.

Ho Caxepyk nokauas rojioBomu.

— Mmn1 €EM B IIPpaBUJILHOM HAITPAaBJICHUU, — OTBETUJI OH. — Ha Tou CTOPOHE XOJIMa Bbl YBUIUTE
aoma.

— {1 Hazerocs! — mpodopmoTaiia dmuHop. — [loka s u goporu He BUKy. Boke Mo#, oxoxe, BO
BCEM MUpE He CHIIIENTh MecTa TeMHee. A Bbl HE MOIJIM 3apaHee MHE CKa3aTb, UTO TO Tak Jayeko? 51
Ol elrfe pa3 3anpaBwiack. He 3Hato, XBaTuT i Ham OeH3MHA Ha 0OPATHYIO JOPOTY JI0 TOOEPEKbI.

— A ubs 310 MamurHa? Mosi? — paznpaxeHHo oTBeTi1 Caxxepyk BOIPOCOM Ha BOIpoc. — 1 yxe
TOBOPWJI BaM, 4TO B 3TUX Bell[ax HU4ero He cmbiciio. Cmotpute Briepea. Ckopo Oyaer MocT.

— Moct? — DnuHOp 3aBepHYJIa ellle pa3 ¥ pe3Ko Haxkasa Ha TOpMO3a.

INocpeny ymuiibl, OCBEIIEHHOW OBYMSI CTPOWTEIBbHBIMU JIAMIIAMH, CTOsIIa 3arpajvTesbHast
perieTka, Kotopasi ObUla Takas pkaBasi, CIOBHO OHA CTOsIJIA TaM YK€ HECKOJIBKO JIeT.

— Bor Bam noxanyiicta!l — KpUKHyJIa DIMHOP U CTYKHYJIAa 00EMMH pyKaMU 1O pyimio. — Mbl
npuexaay He Tyaa. f Beab Bam ropopuJal

— A BOT ¥ He TakK.

CEDKGPYK cHAn I'BuHA ¢ TUTeYa W BHIIIET U3 MAIIMHBL. HOHOﬁHH K PCHICTKE, OH CTaJl OIJIAbI-
BaTbCA U IPUCTYIINBATLCA.

Merru 4yTh HE paccMesiiach, IOCMOTPEB Ha OIIETIOMIICHHYIO DIIHHOP.

— DTOT napeHb, MOX0kKe, COBCEM M3 yMa BBDKIJI, — IpolIenTaia oHa. — Eciv oH aymaer, 4to B
TaKylo TeMEeHb s Moe/1y 10 3aKPHITON JOpOre, TO OH OIIMOAETCS.

Ho ona He BbIKJTIOYas1a MOTOP, U, Koraa Caxepyk J1as el 3HaK, 4TO MOKHO eXaTh, OHA Ipoexaia
Briepen. 3ateM Cakepyk BepHYJI 3arpak/ieHUe Ha MpeKHee MeCTo.

— He cmoTpuTe Ha MeHs Tak! — cKa3ajl OH, CEB B MAaIlIMHY. — DTO 3arpaxJeHue BCErjaa 3/1eCh
crouT. KanpukopH nprKasan ycTaHOBUTh €rO HA TOM MecCTe, YTOObl M30eXkaTh He3BAHBIX TOCTEH.
Penko KTo-TO OCMeNnMBaeTcs 3amIsiHy Th clofia. MHOTMX OTIYTMBAIOT MCTOPUH, KOTOPBIE pacipocTpa-
HseT KanpuKOpH 10 OKpyre, HO. ..

— Yro 3a ucropumn? — nepeduna ero Merru, XoTsi Ha CaMOM [IeJie OHa He XOTeJla STOTO 3HATh.
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— Crpawnsle ucropuu, — oreetii1 Caxepyk. — JlIoagu B 3TUX MecTax CyeBEpHBI, OKAIYH Kak
1 noBciofy. JloOrmMast UCTOpust 34€Ch O TOM, YTO 32 STUM XOJIMOM JKUBET CaM JIbSIBOL.

Merru pa3o3nuiack Ha ceOsi, HO He MOIJIa OTOPBaTh IJIa3 OT TEMHOM BEPIIMHBI XOJIMA.

— Mo roBopuT, 4TO IpsABOJIA JIOAU CaMU NMPUIYyMaJH, — CKa3aja OHa.

— Brionne Moxet ObITh, — 3arafgouHo yiabiOHyscs Caxepyk. — Ho 310 Beap THI XOTena 3HaTh,
YTO 37IeCh PACCKa3bIBAIOT. [ OBOPAT, JIIOfIEH, KMBYIIMX B TOU JepeBHE, HE YOUTH MyJield, OyATO OHU
MOTYT XOIUTb CKBO3b CTE€HBI U B KaK/10€ HOBOJIYHUE KpadyT TPEX MaJbUMKOB, KOTOpbIX Kanpukopx
o0y4JaeT BOPOBCTBY, TOIKOTaM U YOUHCTBaM.

— Boxe, k1o *e Bce 310 Bpiagyma? MecTHble xkutenu nin cam KanpukopH? — DuHOp cKilo-
HWIACh HAJl pyJieM: Jopora ObUla B BHIOOMHAX — MPUIILIOCh €XaTh MEJIEHHO, YTOObl HE TONAacCTh B
OJIHY U3 HUX.

— Onu BMecte. — CaxepyK OTKMHYJICS Ha CHIEHbE M MOACTaBUI [ BUHY CBOM Masblibl, KOTO-
pbl€ TOT C yIOBOJILCTBUEM NIPUHSLICS TPbI3Th. — KanpukopH Bo3HArpaxaaer Kax10ro, KTo MpugyMaeTr
HOBYIO UCTOpHIO. EJMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO HE y4acTBYeT B 3TOW Urpe, — bacra, HOTOMy 4TO OH Tak cye-
BEPEH, YTO OOXOIUT CTOPOHOM BCEX YEPHBIX KOIIIEK.

Bacra. Merru yxe ciplinana 3To UMs, HO He ycrena paccpocuTb o Hem Caxepyka. U oH ¢
YI0BOJILCTBUEM MPOJOJIKAI CBOM paccKas:

— A! YUyt He 3a0bu1! Y BCeX, KTO )KUBET B 3TOW MPOKJIATON JIepeBHE, KOHEUHO, AyPHOU IJia3,
Jaxe y KEeHILHUH.

— ypHoii rma3? — Merru nocMoTpeJsa Ha Hero.

— O ga. OgHOro WX B3MIsAAA IOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI C/IENaTh YeJIoBeKa CMepTeIbHO OOonbHBIM. Y
yke 4epe3 TP [IHS OH yMHUPAET.

— U kT0 BO Bce 310 Beput? — cripocuia Merru.

— Jlypaku, — cka3ayia DJIMHOP 1 CHOBA Hakajla Ha TOPMO3a.

MarmmuHa 3ackonb3uia no miebdenke. [lepen HuMuU ObUT MOCT, O KOTOpoM roBopril Cakepyk.
Cepbie kaMHM OJIeTHO MepIiaiv B cBeTe hap, a MporacTh BHU3Y Ka3aiach O€3I0HHOM.

— Brniepen, Bnepen! — HeteprienuBo BHIKpUKHYI Caxepyk. — OH BBIIEPKHUT, Jake €CJIM BaM Tak
He Kaxercs!

— OH BHIIJIAINT TaK, OYATO MOCTPOEH ellle APEBHUMH PUMIISTHAMHU, — TIpoOypyUaia IUHOP. —
W sBHO 17141 OCJIOB, a HE /1711 MallWH.

Merru 3a)xMypuiia 1ia3a M OTKpbLIa UX TOJIBKO TOTAQA, KOrJa yC/blllaja, Kak Moj KoJecaMu
CHOBA 3axpycTesa IeOeHKa.

— KanpukopH oueHb LIEHUT 3TOT MOCT, — TUXO cKa3zal Caxepyk. — Hu omHOMy BOOpyKeHHOMY
YeJIOBEKY He YJIacTCsl MPOUTH IO HeMY He3aMedyeHHbIM. Ho, K cyacTbio, CerogHsi HOUblo €ro HUKTO
HE OXpaHsIeT.

— Caxepyk. .. — Merru HepemmTeIbHO TIOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY, B TO BpeMsi KaKk aBTOMOOWIIb -
HOP B30UpAJICs Ha MOCIETHUNA XOJIM. — A YTO HaM CKa3aTh, €CJIM HAC CITPOCST, KAK MbI HAIIIH IOPOTY
B 3Ty JepeBHI0? HaBepHsaka KanpukopHy He IOHpaBUTCS, YTO Thl IIOKA3aJl HaM TyAa AOPOTY.

— Tol ipaBa, — ckazan Caxepyk, He s Ha Merru. — XoTs, B KOHLE KOHIIOB, Mbl [IPUBE3EM
eMy KHUTY.

OH mnoiiman ['BuHA ¥ 3aMaHWI €ro KycKoM xJjieba B piok3ak. Kak Tonbko cTeMHesno, KyHuIla
cTajia BecTu ce0s1 OeCIIOKOMHO — OHA XOTeJla OTIPABUTLCS HA OXOTY.

Koraa onu nocturim rpeGHs XoiMa, MAP BOKPYT HUX B MTHOBEHHE PacTBOPUJICS B HOUH, HO
HEeTo/IajieKy BUIHEJIOCh HECKOJIBKO OJIE/THBIX YEThIPEXyTOJIbHUKOB — OCBEIIEHHBIX OKOH.

— Bor oHa, — ckazan Caxepyk, — nepeBHs1 Kanpukopna. Wnu, ecnu xotute, 1epeBHS JbsBOIA.

OH THUXOHBKO 3acMesiyIcs.

— DTU UCTOPUH, KAXKETCs, BaM OYEHb HPABSITCS, — Pa3JpaxkeHHO cKa3zaja dnuHop. — KTo 3Haer,
MOXeT ObITh, BBl UX CAMU MPUIYMAJIH, a 3TOT KanpukopH He KTO MHOM, KaK KOJUIEKIIMOHEDP KHHUT.
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Caxepyk npomormdan. OH CMOTpeJT B OKHO, y/IBIOAasiCh CBOGH 3araJIouHoOM YJIBIOKOW, KOTOPYIO
Merru ¢ OOJBIIMM YIOBOJILCTBUEM CTepiia Obl C ero Ty0, M Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa BbIpakalia TOJIBKO OJIHO:
«Kaxk xe Bbl 00€e Tinyrib!»

DNUHOP BBHIKJTIOUWIA MOTOP, M THINMHA, OKPYXHUBINIAs MX, OblJIa TIOMCTUHE aOCOMIOTHOM, TaK
yTto Merru He ocMenrBasach B310xHyTh. OHa B3IIsIHY/IA Ha OCBellleHHble OKHa. [Ipexne eil Bceraa
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO CBET B OKHE 30BET W MpHIJIAlIaeT BHYTPb, HO 3TOT CBET ObUT OOJiee 3I0BELINM, YeM
TEMHOTa BOKPYT.

— A B 3TOii JiepeBHE eCTh Kakue-HUOyIb HOpMaJIbHbIE KUTENMU? — crpocuia DinuHop. — bes-
oOuHbIe 0a0yabKH, IETH, MYKUYHHBI, KOTOpbIE HE UMEIOT HU4ero ooiero ¢ KarmpukopHoM. ...

— Her, tam xuByT TOonbKo KanpukopH u ero monu, — npomentan Caxepyk, — U KEHIIUHB,
KOTOpBbIE JIIs1 HUX TOTOBSIT, yOUPAIOT U AENAI0T BCE, YTO OHU MOTPEOYIOT.

— Bcee, uTo oHM IOTPeOYIOT. .. 300poBO! — (PHIPKHYIIA OT OTBpaIeHUs DIHHOP. — DToT Kampu-
KOPH HpaBUTCs1 MHE Bce Oonbine 1 6obine. Hy, xoporo, gaBaiite MOKOHYMM C 3TUM. S X04y JOMOit
K CBOMM KHHI'aM, XO4y HOPMaJILHOTO OCBEIIEHUS U YallKy Kode.

— Heyxenu? § nyman, Bbl MeuTaeTe O NPUKJIIOYEHUM !

«Ecmm 6b1 I'BUH MOT TOBOpUTSH, — mogymaia Merru, — 1o y Hero Obutl Obl rosioc Caxepykar.

— 41 6b1 uyBCTBOBAJIA CeOsI JTyuIlle, ecii Obl CBETUIIO COJTHIIE, — PE3KO BO3pa3uiia eMy DIIMHOP. —
locnonu, Kak s HEHABMKY 3Ty TbMY, HO €CJIM MBI 37€Ch 3aJepPKUMCS, TO MOM KHUTY TIOKPOIOTCS
TJIECEHbIO, U Aake MopTUMep UM He MOMOXKeT. Merru, oiau npuHecu CBEPTOK. Thl 3HAEIIIb, O YeM S1.

Merru KMBHYJIa M TOJIBKO XOTeJIa OTKPBITh JBEPb, KaK €€ OCIEIII IpKuii cBeT. KTo-To cTosi y
JBEPH BOJUTENISI — JIMIIO HEBO3MOXHO OBIJIO PACCMOTPETDh — U OCBEIaJl MaIIMHY (DOHAPEM, a IOTOM
CTYKHYJI UM CO BCETrO pazMaxa Mo JIOOOBOMY CTEKITY.

Ot ucriyra DMMHOP Tak B3APOTHYJA, YTO YAAPUIACh KOJIEHOM O Py/ib, HO TYT e MpHIIUIA B
ce0s1. ChITuist MPOKJIATUSIMU M TOTHPasi OOJIEBIIYI0 HOTY, OHa OTKPbUIA OKHO.

— Yro Bce 3TO 3HAUMT? — KPUKHYJIA OHA HE3HAKOMIly. — BBl 4TO, XOTHTE HAc Hamyrath 10
cmeptu? He Goutech, 4TO B TaKOW KPOMEIITHOM ThME Ha Bac HaeayT?

BmecTo oTBeTa He3HaKOMEIT TPOCYHYI B OKHO CTBOJI PYKbsl.

— 31ech YacTHOe yrojbe! — ckazaji oH, 1 Merru nokasajioch, YTO OHa y3HaJla KOIIAYMid rojoc
13 OUOIMOTEKN DIMHOP. — A Bbl HE OOMTECH, YTO BAC MOTYT MPHUCTPESIUTH 32 BTOP;KEHHE B YaCTHBIC
BJIaJieHus?

— 41 ceituac Bce 00BscHIO! — mponsHec Cakepyk.

— BpI Tobk0 mocmotpute — Caxepyk! — HezHakomerr yOpan pyxkbe. — Kakoro uepra Thl 3asiB-
JISielIbCs clofja Mocpeay Houun?

SnuHOp 00epHYJIach U ¢ HeIoBepreM rocMoTperna Ha Caxepyka.

— 51 v He 3HaNa, YTO BBl HAXOIUTECh HA JPYKECKOW HOre C STUMHU JIbsIBONAMH! — U3yMJIEHHO
cKaszaJia OHa.

Ho Caxepyk yxe Bblies U3 MalHbl. Merru Toxke MoKa3ajoch CTPAHHBIM, UTO 3TH JBOE TaK
ApyxemoOHo menTtaivch. OHa BCIOMHUIIA O TOM, UTO pacckasan el Caxepyk o moasx KanpukopHa.
Kak mocre Tex ci0B OH MOT pa3roBapuBarh ¢ OAHUM 13 HUX? Kak Hu Hanpsirasia Merru ciiyx, oHa He
yCIbIIIana, 0 YeM OHM TOBOPHMIIM, HO ynoBMIa, yTo Caxepyk Ha3Basl He3HaKomIla bactoi.

— DT0 MHe coBceM He HpaBuTcst! — mporenTtana muHop. — [locMoTpy Ha HUX — OOIIAI0TCS
TakK, CJIOBHO Halll IPYT CIIUYKOIJIOTaTe b 3/1€Ch CBOM YesIoBeK !

— BeposiTHO, OH 3HaeT, YTO OHM HUYEro eMy He CJEeJaloT, MOTOMY YTO Mbl Be3eM KHHry! —
npowenraina Merru.

VY nesHakomia Obu10 JBe oBuapku. OHu oOHIoXam Caxkepyka U YTKHYJIUCh B HETO CBOMMM
MOpIaMH, BUJISISE XBOCTAMH.

— Cmotpu! — npomtenTana muHop. — Jaxe IU1si MPOKJIATHIX co0ak oH cBoi. Yto, eciu. ..

Tyt bacTta BHE3aImHO OTKPbUI JBEPILYy BOAUTEIA.

— Beixogure, — mpukasan oH.
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DNUHOP CITyCTUIIA HOTH U3 MalIMHBI, MerTH BhIIILIa ¥ BCTasla psaaoM ¢ Hell. OHa elle HUKoraa
He BUjIeNa yesioBeka ¢ opyxkueM. Cepilie roTOBO ObUIO BBIPBAThCS Y HEe U3 IPY/IH.

— Cnymaiite, MHe BOBCE He HpaBUTCS Balll ToH! — HaOpocuiach Ha Bacty Dmuuop. — Hara
noeszika ObUla OYeHb U3HYPUTEIBHOM, U MBI TIPUEXAH B 3Ty IIYIIb, YTOOBI OTAATh Baliemy Iedy,
M 00CCy, WIM KaK TaM BBl €ro Ha3blBaeTe, TO, YTO OH MEYTAeT IMOTyYUTh, TOITOMY BeauTe ceds
nioyroarorie.

Bacra 6pocui B ee CTOpOHY TakoW MPeHeOPeKUTETBHBIN B3I, YTO DIUHOP TKEIO B3IOX-
HyJIa, 2 Merru Hempou3BOJIbHO CKajla MAJIbIbl B KYyJIaK.

— Otkyna Th ee B3s1? — cipocuit bacta u cHoBa noBepHysicst K CaxepyKy, KOTOPBIF CTOSLT C
TaKMM Oe3y4JacTHBIM BHJIOM, KaKk OyATO BCE MPOKMCXOAMBIIIEE €r0 BOBCE HE Kacaioch.

— Eit npunaqyiexxut 10oM, Hy, Thl ke 3Haellb. .. — CakepyKk roBOPHJI TUXO, HO Merru cJbliiara,
YTO OH rOBOpWII: — S He XoTen Opathb ee ¢ COOOH, HO OHA YIpsIMa.

— Mory ce6e npencraButh! — Bacra erme pa3 mocMoTpesn Ha DIMHOP U TepeBeN B3MIsA Ha
Merru. — A 310 HUKak gouypka Bomme6noro A3bika, 1a? He oyeHb-TO OHAa Ha HETO MOXOXka.

— I'me moii otenr? — cripocuina Merru. — Yto ¢ HUM?

OHna npor3Hecya 3TU CJI0Ba TaK XPHILIO, OYATO IAaBHO HUYETro He TOBOPHUIIA.

— O, y Hero Bce xoporio, — otBeTi1 bacra, rsins va Caxepyka. — X0Tsl €r0 MOKHO BIIOJTHE
Ha3BaTh CBUHIIOBBIM fI3BIKOM — TaK MAJIO OH TOBOPHT.

Merru npukycuia cede ryobl.

— MpmI xoTuM ero 3abpath, — cKa3asia oHa. Ha 3ToT pa3 oHa roBopuiia BHICOKUM, HO ClaObIM
rOJIOCOM, XOTSI cTapajiach TOBOPUTH B MaHepe B3pocJbix. — Kaura y Hac, Ho KanpukopH nomyuur ee
TOJIBKO TOT/Ia, KOT/Ia BHITYCTUT MOETO OTIa Ha CBOOOY.

Bacra cHoBa noBepHyiicsi K Caxepyky:

— OHa moyeMy-TO HaroOMUHaeT MHe cBoero otua. IlocMoTpH, Kak ImeBenuT rydamu, na u
B3I, [la, poACTBO HAMIIO.

OH roBOpMJI BecesbIM TOJIOCOM, HO BBIpaKEHHE €ro Juia ObUI0 COBCEM APYTMM, KOTAa OH
nocMotpes Ha Merru. Y Hero ObUIO y3KOE JIMIIO C IPyObIMU YepTaMu, OH TO U JeJI0 IIypusl OJIU3KO
MOCaKEHHBIE I71a3a, KaK Oy[ITO TaK MOT JIy4Ille BUIETb.

Bacra He oTIyasICcsi BBICOKMM POCTOM, IIJIEYH €ro ObLIN He MIMPe MATBUHIIECKUX, TEM HEe MeHee
y Merru nepexBaTuiio JpIXxaHue, KOraa OH caesial miar B ee ctopony. OHa ellie HUKOT/Ia HUKOTO TakK
He 60s11ach, ¥ PUUMHOM 3TOMY ObLJIO BOBCE HE PYXKbe B €T0 PyKax — B HEM CaMOM ObLJIO YTO-TO 37I0€,
SIPOCTHOE.. ...

—Merru, BO3bMH CBEPTOK U3 OaraxHUKa. — DIMHOP MPHKpblIa coOoit Merru, kak Tonbko bacra
TIONIBITAJICS 3aJepKaTh ee. — B HeM HeT HUYero onacHoro! — paspaxkxeHHO cKazasia oHa. — ToJbKO
TO, U3-32 YETO MBI CIO/Ia TIPUEXAJIH.

Bacra nmoarsnyin k cebe coOak, CUIBHO JIEpHYB 32 MOBOJKHU, U COOAKM B3BU3THYJIH.

— Merru, nocnymai MeHs! — npoienTaia JIUHOP, KOTJa OHU OCTaBUJIM MaIllMHY U OTIPaBU-
JIMCh cliefioM 3a bactoii o oOphIBECTON Tporie, Beayled Kk gomam. — OTiaBail KHUTY TOJIBKO TOT/A,
KOIJ1a OHY NPUBEIYT K HAM TBOETO OTLIA, MOHsa?

Merru KuBHYJIa ¥ KPETIKO MpHsKaia K rpyau LeU1o(aHOBbIH MAaKeT C KHUTOM. 3a KOro DJIMHOP
ee npuHuMana? C Apyroil CTOpOHbI, KaKk MOKHO HE BBIITYCTUTh KHUTY U3 PYyK, eciau bacra craner
BbIpbIBaTh ee? Ho 3Ty Mbiciib Merru penunia ocTaBUTh. . .

Hous crosina pymnas. He6o Haa yepHbIME X0nIMaMu ObUIO YcestHO 3Be3aamu. Tpoma, 1o KoTo-
poii Bacra Benr ux BHM3, OblJTa KAMEHHUCTOM M TAKOW TEMHOM, 4To Merru He BUjeia CBOMX HOT, HO
Ka/Ipli pa3, KOrJa OHa CHOTHIKANACh, €€ JIOBMJIA 32 PYKY TO DIIMHOP, HieAwas psaioM, To Caxkepyk,
CJIEZIOBABIINIA 32 HEW CIOBHO TeHb. [ BUH CHIEN y HEero B pIOK3ake, U coOaku bacThl uysim 3amax
3Bepsl.
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Hap crapsimu tomamu U3 ceporo, Tpy0o 0TecaHHOTO KaMHsI B3/IbIMaJIach KOJOKOJIbHS. MHOrue
J0OMa TyCTOBAJIM. YJIOUKU ObUTM TAKMMHU Y3KMMH, 4yTO MerTH, Ka3anioch, He XBaTajo BO3yXa, TaK
TPY/AHO CTAJIO JIBIIIATh. Y HEKOTOPHIX JIOMOB He OBLIO KPHIIIH, OT IPYTUX OCTAJIHCH JIUIIIb MTOTyOoOBa-
nuBLIMecs cTeHbl. B nepeBHe KanpukopHa ropeno TOJBKO HECKOJBKO (POHApel, KOTOpble CBHUCAIN
C apoK, MepeKpbIBaBIIMX YJouku. HakoHell oHM MpUIUKM Ha Y3Kylo Iwiomaas. Ha omHoil cropone
IUIOIIA/IM BBICUJIACH KOJIOKOJIBHS, KOTOpYI0 Merru 3aMeTuiia u3jaieKka, a psjaoM ¢ Held HaxOouiICcs
ABYX3TaXHBIN JIOM, B KOTOPOM He ObLIO HMYEro rnpuMedaresibHoro. Ilnommanp ocBeranach Jiydiie,
YeM Bcs JepeBHS, — Cpa3y YeTblpe (poHapsi pUCOBAJIM 3JIOBELIME TEHU Ha MOCTOBOM.

Bacra nonggen ux Kk OOJIbIIOMY JOMY, B KOTOPOM M3 TPEX OKOH Ha BTOPOM 3Take JIUJICS CBET.
bout mu Tam Mo? Merru npuciymumBajiach K KakaoMy HIOPOXY, MbITasCh HAUTHA OTBET, HO €UH-
CTBEHHOE, O YeM pacCKa3aiu er yaaphl ee cepana, Obi1 crpax. CTpax U BOJIHEHHE.
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BoeinmoJsiHeHHOE 3a1aHue

—a Hem HuKaKozo cmvicaa e2o uckamo, — npopbiuan 60oep.

— 9mo eue umo 3Hauum? — cnpocuna Cysu. — OH dce He Modcem
ylimu danexo! Mol donxchbt Hatimu e2o! Tlouemy 8l ymeeporcoaeme, umo Hem
cMbICAa e20 uckamu?

— Ilomomy umo coeepuierHo sicHo, 20e oH, — omeemun 000ep. — Pazee
6v1 He noHumaeme ? OH sice K Hell nowen, Kk beaoii Kondynwe. U on nac npeoan!
K. C. JIvtouc. Xponurxu Hapruu

Merru coTHIO pa3 pucoBaia cee ymno KanpukopHa, ¢ Toro Bpemenu, kak Caxepyk BIiEpBble
pacckasaj 0 HEM: U 110 AOPOre K JA0MYy DJIMHOp, Korna Mo cuzen ¢ Hed psfoM, U B TOU OrPOMHONU
KpOBaTH, 1, HAKOHeLL, 10 fopore coaa. Cro, 1a YTo TaM — THICAYY Pa3 IbITa1ach OHAa IPEACTABUTH €TO
ceOe, MpU3bIBasi B MOMOLHUKU BCEX 3710/€€B, KOTOPbIE BCTPEYAIUCh €M B JIIOOMMBIX KHUTrax: Kpioka,
ropOOHOCOTO U ToIIero, AoiroBs3oro [xona CuibBepa, BEYHO C IPUTBOPHON YIBIOKOW Ha ry0ax,
uHenna 1o ¢ ero HoXXOM M CaJIbHBIMHU YepHbIMHU BOJIOCAMHU, KOTOPOI'O OHA CTOJIBKO pa3 BCTpevasa
B IUIOXUX CHaX...

Ho KaripukopH BbIIIsiies1 COBceM MHayve.

Merru ObICTpPO cllaslach, CYATAS IBEPU, MUMO KOTOPbIX OHM IPOXOUJIM, NoKa bacra He ocra-
HOBWJICS TIEpe]] OJJHOM M3 HUX, HO OHa MOJCYMTANA BCEX MYKUHMH, OIETHIX B YepHoe. VX ObLIo uer-
BEPO, OHU TONTAJIMCH B KOPUAOPE CO CKYYAIOLIUMHU JIMLIAMU. PSI0M ¢ KaXkJbIM K CTEHE, BBIKpallIeHHOM
©eJI0¥1 M3BECTKOM, OBUIO TIPHCIIOHEHO PyXbe. B oOeraiommx 4epHbIX KOCTIOMaX OHHU OBUTH MOXOXKH
Ha rpaveil Ha mamHe. OauH Bacra 6b11 B 6estoit pyOarike — OeTOCHEKHOM, Kak ckas3ai Obl Cakepyk,
a K BOPOTHHUKY €TI0 KYPTKH, CJIOBHO NpeaynpexIeHre, ObUl MPUKOJIOT KPACHBIN 1IBETOK.

TakuM sxe KpacHbIM OblT gomariHuil xanar KanpukopHa. OH cuzgen B Kpeciie, Korja BowLle
Bacra ¢ TpemMs HOUHBIMU NTOCETUTENISAMM, a Nepejl HUM Ha KOJIEHSX CTOsIa JKEHIIMHA U MOACTpUrasa
eMy HOITH Ha Horax. Kpecio kazanoch Ui HEro CIMIIKOM MajleHbKUM. KarnprukopH ObUT BRICOKHI,
BBITVISIZIENT OH M3MOKJICHHBIM: KOXa Kak Oy[ITO CIMIIKOM TYro oOTArMBasia ero KOCTH, ¥ OHa Obuia
OneqHee JIMCTA HEMCIIMCAaHHOW Oymaru, a Ha ToJloBe — KOPOTKHI €KMK BOJIOC. Merru He MorJia cKa-
3aTh, CE/Ible OHU WJIU CBETIIBIE.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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