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A. T. ArteeB. «CoiHIle MEPTBBIX»

Anekcen I'puropreBud AteeB
CoJuaHue MepTBBIX

Hoceawaemces Onvee u Hpune

Yacte 1

Ecnm 661 kTO-HIOYAL pacckasan Banentune CepreeBHe [leTyxoBoii 0 TOM, B KaKoi BOZOBOPOT
TaWHCTBEHHBIX 1 HEBEPOSITHBIX COOBITHI OHa OyIeT BOBJICUEHA, 3Ta MOKUIIasi, HO BEChbMa SHEpPrUvIHas
Jiama ToJIbKO nocMestiack Obl. Hu BO UTO cBEpXbeCTeCTBEHHOE OHA He Bepuiia. MaJio Toro, oHa BCIO
’KU3Hb OOPOJIACh C PETMTHO3HBIM MpakoOecheM 1 Oblia sIpoii aTencTKoi. bubmmoreka, KOTOpo# pyKo-
Boqwia Banentnna CepreeBHa, omMyaiach BBICOKMM YPOBHEM aTEUCTUYECKOU IporaraHpl. 31€Ch
MIOCTOSIHHO YCTPauBaJIMCh pa3/IMUHble BBICTABKY, Pa3BEHUMBAIOIIME HENPUIVISAHYIO POJIb PEJIUTUH B
coBpeMeHHOM odmiecTBe. He pexe omHOro pasa B MecsI TPOXOAWIIM AUCITYTH HA TY K€ TeMY, a MOfI-
OOpKe aTenCTHUYECKOH JIMTepaTypbl MOIIa Obl ITO3aBUIOBATh T00ass KpynHas OMOIMOTEKa CTPaHBI.
CnoBomM, atensm ObuT KOHBKOM Banentunsl CepreeBHbl. Ho, U4TO yaMBUTENBHO, IPyTHUM €€ yBJede-
HIeM OBbUTH cOOP 1 3acOJIKa rpuOoB. DTH JBe, Ka3ai0Ch Obl, TPOTHUBOIOIOKHBIE CTPACTU MUPHO YKHU-
BaJIUCh B Kunyuen ayuie [letyxoBoi.

['pubam, MM MUKOJIOTUH, KaK HayYHO M3bsicHsIach BanentnHa CepreeBHa, OHa MOCBSIIAIA
MHOTM€E Yachl M CUMTAJIa UX JIy4YIIUM OTABIXOM. UMTasla COMUIHBIE MHOTOTOMHBIE UCCIIEIOBAHUS O
rpudax, He MpoIlycKaJla MOCAeAHUX HOBUHOK IO 9TOH TeMe, a JIETOM CO BCEH CTPacThio OTIaBaJIaACh
«THXOM 0XOTe», Kak Ha3plBaloT cOOp rpuOoB. ITouTn Kaxaplii CBOM OTIIYCK TPOBOIMIIA OHA B ITyXUX
JIECHBIX JIepeBYIIKaX, IpOoYechiBasi OEPe30BbIe POLIM U COCHOBBIE OOPBI B MOMCKAX IPUOHBIX bAO-
pano, U, Ciy4anaoch, HaXOIWIa MOUCTUHE POCCHIIM PbIKUKOB U rpy3aeil. TyT ke conuia, UCHOMb3ys
Be/IOMbIE OJJHOI eil pelienThl. BasienTHy CepreeBHy ominyaia ofHa 0coOeHHOCTb. OHa HUKOTA He
coOupasia TpuOOB B yXke M3BECTHBIX €l MecTaX, MOCTOSIHHO BBHIMCKMBAJIA BCE HOBBIE HEM3BECTHBIC
YTOJIKH.

W HBIHEHMIA OTIYCK OHA pelInja MPOBECTH B AOTOJIE HeU3BeCTHOM Mecte. Kak-To, Bo3Bpa-
IIASCh HA MEKTPUYKE U3 OUYEPETHOr0 rPUOHOTO MOX0/1a, OHA CIYYaiHO MOACIYIIaIa pa3sroBop JIBYX
CTapylleK, TaKMX ke COOMpaTeIbHUI] I'PHOOB, Kak OHa. VI3 TMXOro pasroBopa, He BCe MOAPOOHOCTH
KOTOPOI'0 OHAa pacciblliaja, yAaloch YACHUTb, UTO €CTh-1Ie TaKas AepeByllka JluxoneeBka, Tak BOT y
9TOM JepeBYIIKHU Oesblid rpud monagaeTcsi B TAKOM U300MIIMH, YTO XOTh KOCOW KOCH, OJHAKO HYKHO
3HaTh MecTa. Jla u ¢ camoii JIuxoneeBKo# He Bce B MOPS/IKE, UTO-TO B TOM JIEPEBYILKE HEJaIHO.

— Heuucro Tam, — Belpa3uiach ofHa CTapyLIKa.

«Bupnarte, 1edpu HerponasHele, — nogymaia IleryxoBa, — HeOGoCh HM POWTH, HU MTpoexath». U
OHa MPOJOJIKAIA MPUCITYIIMBATLCSA K Pa3rOBOPY.

— I'pu6oB Tam cTpacThb, — NpoAOIKaia HaIeNThiBaTh 6a0Ka, — TOJBKO s TyJa HU HOroi. [a u
MECTHbIE B T€ MECTa He XOJAT, ONACaIOTCS.

Yro yx Tam Takoro omnacHoro, Banentuna CepreeBHa He paccibliliaja, IIOTOMY 4TO B JIEK-
TPUYKY BOILUIM Becesible MapHU C TUTapaMy M 3a0paid KaKylo-TO MECHIO.

PasroBop mpo ckazouHo Ooraryio rpudamu JlnxoneeBky He aaBai edd mokos. OHa BbIsiC-
HWJIA, YTO JIEPEBHS JEUCTBUTEIBHO HAXOAUTCA JAJIEKO OT ropoja — KWJIOMEeTpax B MATUAECATH, YTO
noOparbCs Tya HEJIETKO, BO3MOXKHO JIMIIb Ha MOIYTKe, HO BCE 3TH TPYAHOCTH TOJIBKO MOI3a/I0PUIN
SHTY3MACTKY T'PUOHOTO MPOMBICIIA.

W BOT HacTynui AOJNTOXIAHHBIA OTIYCK. ABIYCT TOJBKO HaumHaics. Crosyla MMEHHO Ta
I0ro/1a, KOTOPYIO TaK J00AT rpuOHKUKU. Houblo ces MenKuil Terislil 10K IUK, a ¢ yTpa JeHb ObLI
CBEX U siceH. [l MOHMMAIOLIEro yesioBeKa JIydllie norojsl He ObiBaeT. BanentrHa CepreeBHa coopa-
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Jack B jopory Oe3 mpomeyieHus. Ha ynuBneHue ObICTpO Hallula MOMYTHYI0 MAIIMHY M BCKOpE
yXe TpsiCiIach B KaOWHE rPpy30BHKa, BE3IIEr0 B Ky30B€ KaKHUE-TO CEJIbCKOXO3AWCTBEHHBIE 3aITUacTH.
Mogep nonasncs HepazroBopurBbii. OH BCIO 10pOry MOIYal U, Kak Kazanock Banentune CepreesHe,
ObLT YeM-To pacceprkeH. Ha Hee oH, Kazasock, He oOpalian BHUIMaHMS U Ha BCE €€ TIOMbITKY 3aroBO-
PUTH C HUM YTIOPHO OTMATUUBAJICS. M TOJbKO B CAMOM KOHIIE TTYTH, YCJIBIIIAB, YTO TOMYTYHIIA €/IET B
JluxoneeBKy coOrparh rpuObl, BHUMATEILHO MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, OTBJIEKIINCh HA MUHYTY OT JOPOTH.
[Tpu 3TOM MalMHy OCHOBATEIbHO TPSIXHYJIO.

— 3a rpubamu, 3Haunt? B JluxoneeBky? — Ha yure ero nosiBuiach rpumaca HaCMeIUIMBOTO
cocTpaiaHusl. — 3psi BB 3TO 3aTesIv, qamMouka. [ prOoB ceiiyac Kpyrom MHOro. 3auem xe B 3Ty JIuxo-
neeBky? YoexuTe Bbl OTTya 0€3 OIJIsSAKH, TONOMHUTE MOU CJIOBA.

Ha Bompoc, 4To e TaM Takoro CTpaIIHoro, mogep XMbIKHYI, TOKOCUIICS HA Hee U MovYeMy-
TO CMYIIEHHO POMOJIBHIL

— Komapog 60515HO MHOTO.

Komapos Banentuna CepreeBHa He 00s171aCh, HO YTO-TO B TOHE BOAUTEISI HACTOPOKIIIO ee. OHa
TMONBITANIACh Y3HATh KaKKe-TO MoApoOHOCTH 0 JInxoneeBke, HO mogep B pasroBop OOJIbIIE He BCTYMAT
¥ BHUMAaTeJIbHO CMOTpEJ Ha Jopory. MaimHa BCcKope chexasia ¢ pa30UTOro TpakTa M roexasia JIECOM.
Betku Gepe3 To u Aeno ynapsu ro kabuse, oonaas Banentuny CepreeBHy J0kIEBOI BIarou, u
OHa TMOCTIEIIHO 3aKpblla OKHO.

Brpyr nec paccrynuics, 1 okasanach IepeBHsI.

— Bor ona, JIuxoaeeBka, — ckaza modep 1, TpuTopMo3uB, ioBepHYyJics K Banentune Cepre-
eBHEe: — A MOXeT, Jaiblie noejere, 10 Kyrtymesa, Tam Toxe rpuOOB ThbMa, a MecTa He B IPUMEP
CIIOKOMHee.

Ho ona oTpunarensHO 3aMoTasia TOIOBOM M CTajla COBAaTh BOTUTEIIO JEHBIH, OT KOTOPBIX TOT
PEIIHUTENHHO OTKA3aJIC.

— Hazan noBe3y — paccunrtaemcsi, — 3aCMesiICsl OH M MaxHYJI PyKOH Ha MpOIaHue.

MarmmuHa yexaia, a Banentuna CepreeBHa OCTAaHOBUJIACH Y Kpasi TOPOTH U OIJISIIENach.

Cetpli0, KOTOpOE MPecTalio Mepej U3yMJICHHBIMU TnazamMu BanenTunsl CepreeBHbl, CJIOBHO
COIILIO C MIWUIMYECKOro Mei3axka AeBATHaAuaroro Beka. CTONeTHUE JIUIBI U TOTONsS 0OpaMJIsiv
JecsITKa TPY KUBOIMMCHBIX 130, BepHee, OeJIeHbIX XaT, KPHIThIX 4yTh JIM He cojoMoil. He BuaHO ObL1O
Jaxe MPUBBIYHBIX TeserpadHbix cToooB. M XOTs sIpKO CBETUJIO COJTHIIE U BCE CBEPKAJIO KpacKamu
aBTYCTOBCKOTO JIHSI, OT 9TOW MWUTUK CTAHOBUJIOCH TIOUEMY-TO MEYaTbHO U IaXe TPEeBOKHO. Moxker
OBITh, MPUYNHO ObLIA aOCOTIOTHAS TUILIMHA, CTOSIBIIAS BOKPYT. He CIIBIIIHO ObUIO MPUBBIYHBIX 3BY-
KOB JIEPEBEHCKOM KU3HU: Kyl1aXTaHbsl Kyp, MbIYaHUsI CKOTUHBI, COOAYBETO JIasl.

«BpMepnu 31eck Bee, uTo n?» — ¢ TpeBoroi nogymania Banentuna CepreeBHa u moopena mno
3apocIiell KypUHOW CJIETIOTON TPOMMHKE K KpaiHEMY JIOMY.

B oropoze kakasi-To jKeHIIMHA TOJIONA KapTomKy. BanentnHa CepreeBHa 1o31opoBayiach U
MOMHTEPECOBAJIACH, HEJIb3$1 JIU /i€ TIOCETIMThCS Ha BpeMsi?

— A 4T0 BaM 311eCh? — CIIPOCHIIA KEHIIMHA, OKa3aBIIasiCs IPH OJIMKHEM PACCMOTPEHUH COBCEM
CTapoy, C MOPIIMHUCTBIM, KaK Me4eHOe SOT0KO, JTUIIOM.

— Jla oTHOXHYTh X0uy, — MosiBWIa Banentuna CepreeBHa, ocmarpuBasich BOKpyr. Eii moHpasu-
Jlach aKKypartHast n30a, YMCTOTa U MOPS/IOK BO JIBOpE.

— JlauHuila, 3HA4YUT, — IPOTSIHYJA CTapyXa ¢ COMHEHHEM. — TOJbKO JayHWKaM y Hac JieNaTh
Heuero. Kpyrom 6osora fa jieca apemyure. VX y Hac oTpoasich He ObiBasio. [IpoGoBasin HEKOTOpHIE,
2 I0JIr0 He BhIIEPKUBTU. MyTOPHO TyT 0€3 IPUBBIUKH.

Crapyxa HU C TOTO HH C CETO MepeKpecTUIach.

— A rpulbI TYT y Bac ecthb? — nomooomnsiTcTBOBasa BanenTnna CepreeBHa.

— I'pu6oB-TO Mponactk, — ObLT OTBET. — Jla He OOIBHO-TO MX COOMPAIOT, B JieCaxX STHX MPOKJIs-
THIX.

— Tak, MOXeT, MmycTUTe Ha MOCTOM? — PoIoIKaia rHyTh cBoe IleTyxoBa.
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— Ja xuBH, kanko, 4yto ju! ToabKO J0JTO JI Tl POKUBEIH?

— Henenu aBe To4HO.

— 41 He 06 sToM. Hy na tagHO, MOIUIA B JIOM.

BHyTpr 13061 ObLJIO OYEHb YHUCTO, HO KaK-TO cympauHo. [lepemHuii yron 3aHMMan OOJBIION
KHMOT C MKOHAMH, TETUIJICSI CHHEHbKHMI OroHeK Jiamraaku. IKoH ObUI0 04eHb MHOTO, KyJa Oosblle,
YeM B OOBIYHOM KPECThSIHCKOM JIOMeE, J1a ¥ ObUIM OHM HE TIPOCThIE, & XOPOILEro CTAPUHHOTO MUChMA,
Kak cpa3y onpezaennia Banentrna CepreeBHa.

— Tel, Hago ymaTh, B TOCIOAA-TO HE BEpUIllb? — CIPOCUJIA CTapyXa, 3aMETUB €€ MHTEpEC K
MKOHaM.

Hecmotpst Ha To uTo Banentuna CepreeBHa Oblia sIpOil aTeUCTKOM, OT OTBETA OHA YKJIOHUJIACH,
HE KeJlasi MOPTUTh OTHOIIEHHUS C XO3SIKOM.

— A crnatb s e Oyay? — MorsITanach NEpeMEeHUTh OHA TEMY pa3roBOpa.

— Hy, He Bepwub, 1 rocnogp ¢ ToOO#! — nogpIToxkuia crapyxa. — Crnare-to? [la BOT TyT.

OnHu BOIIUIM B KOMHATY TIOMEHbIIIE, T/l Y CTeHBI, 3aBeIIEHHOHN SIPKUM KOBPHKOM, HA KOTOPOM
YepKec IeTUICs U3 PYKbsl B TUTPA, CTOsIa OOJIbINast HUKEIMPOBaHHAs TopojcKas KposaTh. Ha mon-
OKOHHHMKE KPACHEJIM TOPIIKK C TepaHblo, MEPHO TUKAJIMA XOAMKU Ha CTeHe. Bhlio uncro, cBeTio u
YIOTHO.

HeronstHO, B 4eM ObLIO /1e710, HO B TIEpBbIE MOT4aca, mposesieHHble B JIuxoneeBke, IleTyxoBa
YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 KaKk-TO HeyBepeHHO. M raBHOe, MprYuHa 3TOro AuckomgopTa Obliia eil HeBegoma.
Ho komHartka, rje npeacrosio )UTh, HACTOJIBKO MOHPABUJIACh, UTO OHA MOBECEJIEa.

— KpoBaTtb-TO y Bac ropoackasi, — permsia OHa NOJIbCTUTh XO35HKe.

— DTO CHIH MpUBE3, — OXOTHO OTKJIMKHYJAch Ta. — Kak u3 roposja mpuesxkaer (OH y MeHS B
ropojie JKMBET) — 3aBceryia Ha Hell oTpixaeT. Bel He 6ecrokoiiTech, Bce Ha HEll YhcToe.

— A nouemy Baiia fepeBHs JInxoneeBKol Ha3bIBaeTcs? — MoMHTepecoBasach [leryxona.

— A noTtomy, — HacynuJiach crapyxa, — 4To Jiejla B Hell JIMX1e TBOPUJIUCH, [1a M cervac ciiyya-
I0TCS1.

U oHa onATh nepekpecTuiiach.

«boromonpHas kakas», — nogymana Banentuna CepreesHa. Ho cioBa crapyxu 3actaBuiu ee
HACTOPOXKUTHCS.

— DTO Kakue ke JUXue Jena? — IeJlaHO 3aCMEsIBILIICh, CIIPOCHUIa OHA.

— lonro pacckasbiBaTh, Ja U HE K HOUM, — OypKHYJIa cTapyxa. — JlaBaiite-Ka Jiyyiiie s caMoBap
nocTapio. Yait muTh Oyem.

IToka 3akumnan camoBap jAa notoM mwim yail 1 Banentuna CepreeBHa yroiaia crapyxy (Kak
0Ka3aJioch, ee 3By ArpunnuHa Ky3sMHUHUYHA) TOPOICKUME JIAKOMCTBAMH, OBICTPO cTemMHes0. U
BHe3arHo Ha [leTyXoBy HaBaymIach Takasl yCTaJoCTh, YTO OHA €JBa J0OpaIach 10 HUKEIMPOBAHHOM
KpOBaTu U MOrpy3usiach B MyxoBUK. COHHOE CO3HaHUE YCIEeNo 3apUKCUPOBATh SIPKUI CBET JIyHBI,
MPOOUBAIOIIMIACS CKBO3b 3aPOC/IY TepaHy Ha OKHE, U TOHKMI KOMapHHbIN MUcK. OHa ycHya.

Ha HOBOM MecTe npUCHHUCH XeHUX HeBecTe — miacuT nociiopuiia. Kakoit xxenux? Kakas nese-
cra?! Banentuna CepreeBHa — Jjama, Kak TOBOPUTCS, HE MEPBOM MOIOAOCTU. Mekay TpUILAThIO
U TISTHIONECATHIO, Te-TO Tak. Bbumi 1 skeHuxu, U Myx Obu1. Ho Kumydvast Hatypa Harieil 6uomvo-
TEKapIIM OTPUHYJIA BECh STOT MEIIAHCKUI XJiaM. Po30BbIi abaxyp, CeMb CIOHMKOB Ha JUBAHHOM
TOJIOYKE, KPYXKEBHbIE CalI(PeTOUKU — CIIOBOM, CEMENHBIN yIOT. Jlasieka oHa Obl1a OT 9TOTO, OX JasieKa!
EnnncTBeHHast cnabocTh — rpuOHON MPOMBICEN — TIIATETbHO CKPBIBAJIACH OT 3HAKOMBIX. ATEH3M U3
©€3001IHOTO YBJICUCHUsI pa3BUICS UyTh JIM HE B MaHu0. OX ¥ MHOTO TIOMOPTHUJIa OHA KPOBU MECT-
HbIM Oatomkam! laxe B CuHOIE TIPO Hee CAbIXUBAIH. [la 1 OBbUIO 3TO, YTO HA3BIBAETCS, «B CTPYIO».
Xpambl 32K PbIBAIMCH, UKOHBI CKUTAIMCh, U TIETIEN OT TUX KOCTPOB KPYXKWJI HaJ| 3eMJIeH.

BoromonsHbie crapymiku xopoio 3Haau Banentuny CepreeBHy, IuieBaliv € BCe U 3BaId
HEe WHaue, Kak apsiBonunen. M Hago ckazaTh, oHa 3TuM ropauiack. Kak-to IleryxoBa mpouuTtana
npo ['mnaruio, yueHylo, XHBIIYIO B IpeBHOCTU B Anekcanapun. HecuactHas Obuta pacTonTana Toj-

7



A. T. ArteeB. «CoiHIle MEPTBBIX»

no# (paHaTMKOB-XPUCTHAH 32 TO, YTO ObLIa yOEkKIeHHOU sI3bIYHUIeH. VicToprs 3Ta notpsicna Ilety-
xoBy. OHa npezctaBmia ceOst Ha Mecte ['vnarum: 3a Hell, pa3MaxuBasi KJIIOIIKaMy, OSKHT TOMIA CTa-
PYX, IOBSI3aHHBIX Y€PHBIMHU ITaTOUKaMu. OHU TOroHsI0T ee. Banentuna CepreeBHa, 3aMupasi, OUTH
ourymania ynapsl najiok. Kak ciagko crpanars 3a mpaBoe Jeso!

Ho BepHemca k peasibHOCTH.

Omna npocHysach. Bputo no-npexHeMy HeOOBIKHOBEHHO THXO. COJTHEUHBIH CBET 3UTUBAJ KOM-
Haty. HakoHer Ha ynuiie MICKHYA Kakasi-To MTaxa. 3BsSKHYA KoJlofe3Has 1ienb. Banentuna Cepre-
eBHA CJIaIKO MOTsIHYJIAch U BCTana ¢ nocrenu. Ctapyxu He ObUIO BUAHO. .. «HaBepHO, KOpOBY BBITO-
HsIET», — MOAyMasa JAavyHUIlAa. BBICTPO yMbITach U3 CTAPUHHOTO MEIHOTO YMbIBAJIbHUKA, HACKOPO
nepeKyciwyia ¥ OTIPaBUIaCh Ha CBOKO TMEPBYI0 BbUIA3Ky B Jiec. Ho cHavana pemmia OCMOTPETh
nepeBHIio. Ta oka3anachk COBceM KpOXOTHOU. Ha etHCTBEHHON ymile ObUTO MyCTHIHHO. Eii moBcTpe-
YaJICsl JIMIIIb O;1aroo0pa3HbIi CTAPUUOK, THABIIUNA XBOPOCTHHOM K03y. OH BEkKJIMBO MO3/I0POBAJICS U
nonro risiaen Benes Banentune CepreeBHe.

Jlec Obut uKct U cBeren. KpacHele KOJOHHBI COCEH MCUe3asid BHICOKO B HeOe. Bcrpevasnmch
OCUHBI ¥ Oepe3bl, HO B OCHOBHOM 3TO ObUI HACTOSIINI KopaOellbHbI 0op. BekoBbie 1epeBbsi pociu
JOBOJILHO JaJIeKO JAPYT OT JIpyra, B TpaBe ObLIH Iiefible 3apociu OpycHUKH. Banentina CepreeBHa
COpBaJia HECKOJIBKO SITOJ1 M C YIOBOJILCTBUEM MX Cheia. HakoHell MosiBUIIMCH U TPUObL. DTO ObLIIM Mac-
JISITa — COBCEM MEJIKME, CKOJIb3KHe, PSHO MaxHyBIIHe, A0 TOTO almeTUTHBIE, YTO XOTeI0Ch OTIpa-
BUTb X B POT MPSIMO ChIpbIMU. Kop3uHa ObIcTpo HamomnHsiack, HO Banentuna CepreeBHa 9TOro He
3amevasia. OHa 1112 OT AepeBa K JIepeBy, BHUMATEIbHO BIVISIIBIBASICH B 3aCHINIAHHYIO XBOEH 3EMITIO.
Azapr 3axBaTwiI ee NOIMHOCTHI0. HakoHer kop3uHa HanosHuiack. [Ipuiniocs noBopaunsars Hasa.
W onATh 3HAKOMO# TPOMKOM OHA BHIIILIA B IEPEBHIO. 3[eCh ObLIO MO-TIPEKHEMY TUXO U ITyCTBIHHO.
TumuHy HapyIa JUIIb TYCUHBIA BHIBOJIOK, TUIECKABIIMICS B JIyXke. X03sika Obuta foma. OHa pas-
HOJIYIITHO TJISIHY/IA Ha KOP3WHY, OypKHYJIa YTO-TO B OTBET Ha INpuBeTcTBUe. BasnentnHa CepreeBHa
TMIONIBITANIACh 3aBECTH Oecely, HO CTapyxa OTMaIdnBasach, M Basentrna CepreeBHa 3aHs1aCh CBOUMMU
rpudamu.

Tak npomwo aBa aHs. Bpems tsHynock oqaooOpasHo. [1oxoasl B jiec, B pa3HbIX HAITPABJICHUSIX,
TaK CKa3arh, Ha pa3Besiky. Komy-HuOyab, HaBepHOE, Hajoesa Obl Takas kKHU3Hb, HO OMOIMOTEKapIa
OTIbIXaJIa 3/1€Ch AYIION M HU O YeM JIPyroM He MeuTasa. EquHcTBeHHOE, UTO GECIOKOMIIO ee, — OTCYT-
cTBUe OeJTbIX TPUOOB — CAaMOU KeJIAHHOM OOBIUM 3as1/1710ro rpuOHMKa. KoHeYHO, OHY MOmajaiuch, HO
ux OBbLJIO CTOMB MaJIo, uto [leTyxoBa paccTpanBasach 4yTh JIM He /10 crie3. PazBe 00 3ToM oHa MevTana,
BeIOMpas JluxoneeBKy MecTom oTapixa? Pa3 oHa morbitTaack 3arOBOPUTH C XO3SUKOW HA 3Ty TEMY.

— A ckaxwure, ArpunnvHa Ky3pMUHMYHA, — HaYaJla OHA TEM HEECTECTBEHHBIM TOHOM, KaKUM
TOBOPSAT C HAPOJOM YMHBIe OMOIMOTeKapIy. — Bbl, HaBepHOe, 3/1eCh BCe 3alOBEIHbIE MeCcTa 3HaeTe?

— Kakue takue 3anoBeHble? — HACTOPOXKMIIACH CTapyXa.

— Hy rzae nyumme rpudst pactyT, Gesbie rprobl.

— A, GOpOBUKHM, — CTapyXxa BHUMATEJIbHO MOCMOTpesia Ha Oubmuotekapity. — EcTb, KoHeuHoO,
Takue MecTa. $1 paHsillie, Korjua omMosoxe Obuia, ToXe 3a rpudaMu XOAusIa 4yacTo. BOpOBUKOB THX
Opasia, BEpUILb JIM, MEIIKaMHU U3 Jieca TacKaJia, OTOOPHbIE — OIUH K OTHOMY.

— A otkyga xe? — Hactopoxwiach Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— Ha xoTs Obl MpOTHB cyxoro 6onoTa. — baOka HeonpeeieHHO MaxHy/la pyKoW Ha 3amaj. —
Tam u cefiuac 3TMX OOPOBUKOB MOJHO. TONBKO BOT UTO s TeOe ckaky, munas! — Crapyxa mogHsiia
naJier KBepxy, 1 JIMIO ee MPUHSIIO CTPOroe v nevaabHoe BeipaxkeHue. — He xoaua Obl ThI TIO Jiecam,
HE POBEH Yac, MPUKJIIOYUTCS Oea Kakasi.

— YTO MOXET NPUKJIOUUTHCS? — MAIIMHAIBHO Tiepecnpociiia Banentuna CepreeBHa, MpuKu-
IbIBast, KaK J0OPaThCs JI0 ITOrO CyXoro 0onoTa.

— Ila masio i uto. 4 Tebe yxe ropopuia. Jleca TyT rudible, MecTa TOIKHE, I7ie He Ty/1a HaCTy-
MUIIb, U IOMUHAN Kak 3Banu. C BUdy 3elieHasl JyXaiika, a mo Hed Torb 6e3 aHa. VM MuKHyTh He
ycIieellb, Kak yTSHET HEBeJOMO Ky/a.
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— A 4ro, nponagaiy Joau’?

— Eme u kak nponagamu! [la BOT rofa Tpu Ha3aj Toxe Bpoze TeOst pueska JayHUK. YUeHbIH.
Bce TpaBku pasnble cooupai. Tak ucues, u ciesa ero He chickanu. [Ipuesxana TyT MMM, BCE
oOIIapuix, a TPAaBO3HAS ITOTO TaK M HE ChICKaNM. Tak 4YTO ThI, romyOyIlKa, e3Kai JIydiie JOMOM,
OTIPABJIANCS B CBOIO OMOMOTEKY, CHIY TaM M HE MOPOYb ce0e U JIIOM TOJIOBY.

— OTtkypna BbI 3HaeTe, 4to s B Ononmoteke padoran? — ynueuiach BanentuHa CepreeBHa.

— Hy kak xe, 1aBeva 3a yaem pacckasblBajia, — OTBeJIa I71a3a 6adka. — M He moMHUIIb?

[NeryxoBa mpomMoryaa, XOTsl TOYHO MMOMHIJIA, YTO CBOMX aHKETHBIX JTJAHHBIX HE COOOIIaa.

— A MOXeT ObITb, CITy4aitHO OOMOJIBIJIACH? — MOTBITAIACh BCTIOMHUTD OHA.

— U eme. — Crapyxa npucena Ha Oepe30Bbiil uypOaH. — 31ech Bellb He TOJIbKO 00710Ta 3TH. 311eCh
MHOT'O 4€ro ApPYroro CIy4uThcsi MOXeT. MecTta Haiu riiyxue, TeMHble. [Ipo HUX B Hapoze pasHoe
pacckasbiBaioT. M KongyHamu Hac 0O3bIBAIOT, U BelbMyXaMu. Thl BOT, 3HAIO 51, B OOra He Bepyelllb, a
6e3 Bepbl 31ech Henb3sl. [Iponanens. MiHOI pa3 v cama He 4alo, Kak 3/1ech KUBY. BCIo )XU3Hb MpoKIIa,
a TMPUBBIKHYTh HE MOTY.

Crapyxa HEOKMIAaHHO 00OpBaJa pa3roBOp W, TSKENIO B3JOXHYB, ITPOCieaoBaa B 1oM. Basen-
trHa CepreeBHa ObUIa 3aMHTPUTOBaHA. YTO-TO OHA YK€ CIIbIXajia Mpo JIePeBHU, HACEICHHbIE OHUMHU
KOJIlyHaMH, HO KOTJja U rie — He npurnoMHmia. C oIHOW CTOPOHBI, OHA XOTesIa oIpoOHee paccIpo-
cuth 0aOKy 00 uctopun JIuxomeeBKHy, ¢ JPyrol — MOHMUMAJIa, YTO ceidvyac Ta HUYero el He CKaxer.
A y3HaTh NonoApoOHee, KOHEUHO, cTonsI0. OHa PEe/ICTaBIIa, KaK HA OYePeTHOM aHTUPETUTMO3HOM
JWCITyTe 3aMHTEPECyeT CIylIaTesell pacCKa3oM O TIOCEIIeHNH TauHCTBEHHOU IEepPeBHH, T JI0 CHUX
TIOp TJIyTIble CyeBepHsi, MAYIIHE U3 ThMbl BEKOB, TYMAHST JIOJSIM TOJIOBBI.

«Kaxkoe nuntepecnoe mecto, — nogymana Banentuna CepreeBHa, — IpsAMO Kakasi-TO JOTIETPOB-
ckas Pyce. A B niecy, BUnaTh, 1 M30yIIKa Ha KypbuX HOKKax umeercs. .. Ho rimaBHoe — Oesbie rpuosl, —
BIPYT BCIIOMHWJIA OHA. — 3aBTpa ke OTIPABIIOCH HA TIOUCKU».

JlHM CTOSIIM Kak Ha 3aka3. B HeOe HM 0Onauka, TOJNBKO IMOJ Beuep WHOT/A 3aTSHET HU3KUMHU
Ty4aMH, ¥ BCIO HOUb UAET MEJIKUI TeTUIbIi J0k UK. U Bee ke mpuOamkeHre OCeHH CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE
orueTMBedl. Ha Kycrax, Ha BEeTBSIX JepeBbeB 3a0JieCTeld HUTH NAyTUHBI, U B YTPEHHEW MpoXJyaje
YyauJICs IPUBKYC OYAyIHX MOPO30B.

Panexonbko nunynack Banentuna CepreeBna B rmyTh. Hanpapnenue B3sijia B Ty CTOPOHY, Kyda
yKazajia pykou ctapyxa. B pyke Kop3uHa, 3a TuieyaMy pIOK3a40K ¢ HEXUTPOU cHenpio. Ha 3ToT pas
pemmia oHa coOMparh TOIBLKO OTOOpHBIA rpud. [ToaTtomy 6e3 coxalieHus: cMaxuBaia Oepe30BbIM
0aTOKKOM MHOTOYHMCIIEHHbIE CBIPOEKKU M BOJTHYIIKH.

[Nonavasy nec ObUT BCE TAKOM ke CBETJIBIN U MPOCTOPHBIN, Kak 0O0bIYHO. M3peka nonaganmch
HeOOJIbINNe, 3apOCIINe JIyTOBBIMU I1BeTaMU NoJstHBL. [111a 0Ha HETOPOIIMBO, BHUMATEBHO CMOTPS
nog Horu. Ctau momnaiaThes U niepBbie Oenble Tprobl. [Toka 4To OBUIO MX HEMHOTO, HO CaMO UX
MIPUCYTCTBUE OKPBUISLIO OnOmoTekapiry. [Tpomuia oHa MUHYT COPOK, HAaKOHEI! JIeC CTall peleTh, 1
NoKazajcs Kpail O0J0TUCTOM TTycTommy. [ ie-To 311ech, Mo ClIoBaM CTapyXH, U HAXOAMJIUCh POCCHITH
OOPOBHKOB.

Banentnna CepreeBHa mojoruia K kKpawo Oonora. Y Oepera oHO ObUIO COBCEM HETTTYOOKHM.
[lenecrenu KaMBIIIU U OCOKA, U3-TI0/] HOT B 3€JIEHYIO PSICKY TO U AEJIO MPBITAIH JIATYIIKH, C IPOTHB-
HBIM [TMCKOM Ha JIMIIO CaJMIUCh KOMaphl. YTO fasbiie 3a 60I0TOM, U3-32 BBICOKUX 3apOCieil BUIHO
He OBUIO.

JleHb, ere HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3a] CBETJIbIA M SICHBIM, BAPYT MOTYCKHE, CHENAJICSI CEPhIM.
[Momyn XOMOAHBIN BETEPOK. 3aTXJIbIM CJIAIKOBATHIM 3aalikoM MOTSIHYJI0 ¢ Oonot. Banentuna Cep-
reeBHa MOeKMIAch U MOBEpHYJIa Ha3az B jec. Ho u jiec cray Kakoi-To He Takoi. YeM Jasibine oHa
112, TEM MEHbIIIe CTAHOBUJIOCh COCEH, ToIIeN Oepe3HsIK U OCUHHUK. [10osBUINCDH 3e1eHble MOXOBBIE
TUIEIIMHBI, B KOTOPBIX HOTa yToraja, Kak B JoporoM KoBpe. Banentuna CepreeBHa MITH 1O MXaM
oracanach, MOMHS pacCKa3bl XO35UKU O Oe3I0HHBIX TpsicHaxX. OHa MyIJIMBO ThIKAjda B MOX CBOEH
XBOPOCTHHOM, HO TIOKa CTPaxy ee ObUTH HallPacHBI. beccMBbICIEHHOE XOK/IEHHE CTaJIO HA/I0e1aTh, KaK
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BAPYI OHA HATKHYJIaCh Ha M3PSAHOE CEMEHCTBO OOPOBUKOB. TpeTh KOP3MHBI Cpa3y HAMOJHHUIACH.
OxorHnunii azapt oxBatui [letyxoBy. OHa 3ameTtanach 1o jecy, cpasy 3a0biB PO CBOM cTpaxu. ['pu-
OO0B, HACTOAIIMX TPUOOB, CTAHOBUJIOCH Bce Oobiie. Kop3uHa yke MouTH HalOMHUIACh, & UX KOJIH-
4YecTBO He yMeHbInasioch. Hukoraa ere He Busiena Banentrna CepreeBHa Takoro n300mimst 00poBu-
kOB. OHa peliia OCTAaHOBUTHCS, IEPEIOXHYTh M pACCOPTUPOBATH CBOIO JOOBIYY. Ha Xomy nepekycus,
niepesiokuia TpruObl U3 KOP3MHBI B OCBOOO/IMBINMIICS PIOK3aK U MOBECHJIA €ro Ha CyYOK OrpPOMHOM
COCHBI, TIPUBSI3aB K HEMY KPACHBIN TUIATOK, YTOOBI M3/1aJIM 3aMETUTh Ha oOpaTHOM myTH. [Iponesnas
9TU MaHMITYJISLIMY, IBUHYJIaCh Jasbiie. Ternepb oHa coOrpasia He Bce Gelible TpUObl, YTO TOMAIAIHCh
Ha MyTH, a TOJILKO OTOOPHBIE, MaJIeHbKHE, C KPENKUMU IUIOTHBIMH HUTANIKaMK 0e3 eIMHOIN YepBOTO-
YMHKH.

Tak nuta oHa OT JepeBa K JiepeBy, 3a0bIB PO BpeMsi, OXBAaueHHAsl BCEOIIONIAIONIEN CTpa-
cThi0. BHe3armHo rpuOHOe M300U/IMie KOHYMIIOCh, Kak oTpe3ano. M XOTs KOp3uHa CHOBA ObLIa TOJ-
HoM, Banentuna CepreeBHa oyyBCTBOBaJIa TOPbKOE pasodapoBaHue. OHa IIIsiHy/Ia HA CBOU YaCHKH
— ObLJI0 ajeko 3a nonaeHs. Yto k. [Topa Bo3Bpamarkcs. M TobKO TYT MOHsIIA, UTO HE 3HAET, KyJa
uary. BepHsiit opuieHTHp — 00710TO — ponas. OHa MoMHMIA, 4To 1uta Ha 3anaja. Ho Ha 3aman m? [la
1 B Kakoii cropoHe 310t 3anaj? ConHia He BuaHO. Hebo 3atsaHyTo obnakamu. Heyxro 3a0myaunach?

Banentune CepreeBHe crayio He 1o cede. BCHOMHMIIMCH TAaMHCTBEHHBIE HAMEKH CTapyXH, a
TYT ellle cpeau Oena aHs 3ayxas (pwiIvH. Bapyr sec paccTynmuiics v mepej ee Ia3aMH OTKpPbLIach
oOIIMpHAsI TONSIHA, CKOpee axe HeOObIIoe Toe.

B nepByio munyty IletyxoBa pemimia, 4To 3TO OKOIUIA cefla. BuaHency Kakue-To u3roposm,
TOpYaIIye U3 3eMJIM KoJibsi. [IpurnsineBnmcy, oHa MoHsIa, YTo nepe] Hell Kiaaouiie. ITo ee oOpa-
J0BAJIO — pa3 KJIaaouINe psaoM, TO JepeBHs Heganeko. OHa mojpomuia moosmke.

Knan6urie ObUT0 CTapuHHOE, ¥ HE TIOXOXkE, YTOObl HA HEM XOPOHWJIM KpecThsH. [lomagamich
MAaCCHBHBIE T'PAaHUTHbIE MpPAaMOpPHbBIE HaArpoObsi, OONBINIEN YacThi0 TIOKOCUBIIMECS, & HEKOTOPbIE U
BOBCe BaJIsiBIIMecs Ha 3emie. EBa untanuch UMeHa U JaThl, CTepThie BpeMeHeM. YyBCTBOBAJIOCH,
YTO YeJIOBEK MPUJIOKUI PYKY K 3ToMy. HeKoTopble naMsATHUKY ObLITA Pa30MThl, y MPAMOPHOT'O aHresia
ObLIIO OTOMTO KPBLJIO, & y CTaTyH JKEHIIMHBI, A€pXKaBIlei B OHON pyKe OIMyIIEHHBIN (hakes, BTopas
BOOOIIIE OTCYTCTBOBaJIA. BBIIO 3/1€Ch M /IBa-TpH CKJIeNa — MACCHUBHBIE MPU3EMHUCThIE CTPOSHUS U3
CTApPUHHOTO KHUPIUYa C PKaBbIMU YYT'YHHBIMH JIBEpPbMHU. [IBepH OIHOTO M3 CKJIETOB OBUTM pacrax-
HyThl, 1 Banentuna CepreeBHa nouty mpodeskajia MUMO HHUX, OXBaueHHas KyThbio. Ha crene apyroro
ObLJ1a yKpervieHa YepHasi MpaMOpHasi JOCKa, U3 HAAMMCH Ha KOTOPOH CJIEIOBAJIO, UTO 31ECh MOKOSATCS
npeacTaBuTeNn caaBHOro pofaa KokyeBbix. 3a0bIB 0 CBOMX Iprbax ¥ O BpeMeHH, XoAuiaa Xxpadpast
OMOIMOTEeKAapIa Cpeid CTAPMHHBIX MOTHIL. YeM-TO CTapolaBHUM, HEBEIOMBIM TTOBESUIO BAPYT Ha Hee.

«Bunumo, 310 cTapuHHOE JBOPSIHCKOE KJIAJA0MIIE», — el OHa.

A TeM BpeMeHEM HAYaBIIUKCS MEJIKUI JOXKIUK YCHIWJICS U Tiepelnien B JuBeHb. CBepKHyJIa
MOJIHUS, yAapui TPOM, MOJTUJIOCh, Kak M3 Beapa. B mouckax ykpeits IleryxoBa 3ameranach 1o
KJIaIOuIy. 3aliTH B OMUH W3 CKJIETIOB ObLIO cTpariHo. Ha caMmoM Kpaio BUJHEIOCh KaKOe-TO CTpoe-
HUe, BUJIHO, ObIBIIIast yacoBHs. Banentuna CepreeBHa ycTpeMmiach Tyaa. 37ech ObUIO OTHOCUTEBHO
cyxo. CTpyu 0K/ C CHJION OMIM TIO PKaBOM KEJIE3HOHM KpBIIIE, U 3BYK STOT TYJIKO OTIAaBajCs B
nyctom nomenieHnd. M TyT napusio romiHoe pasopenue. Ha mep6aTom kaMeHHOM TOJTy BaJIsuics pas-
HBI Mycop, OOJIOMKU KUPIHUeH, THUIbIe TOCKU. CTeHbl ObUTM W3PUCOBAHBI M MCIIMCAHBI MEJIOM U
yrieM. YTo HarucaHo Ha cteHax, BanentnHa CepreeBHa M3-3a IUIOXOTO OCBEINEHUsI HE pa3oOpaia.
Oma nonbITazach NPOYUTATh OIHY U3 HAJMUCEN, MPUOIU3UBILIUCH TIOUTH BIUIOTHYIO K CTEHE W BOJS
naJyibIieM 1o OyKBam.

— Orue Harll, Wxe ecy Ha HeOEeCH. .. — YUTaJIa OHA IO CKJIAJIaM ¥ BCTIOMHIJIA, YTO STO MOJIUTBA.
Jlasbilie OHa YMTaTh HE CTaja, a NMOBEPHYJIAch K OKHY, OesielolieMy Ha TeMHOW CTeHe. 3a OKHOM
1iest iuBeHb. CKBO3b CTPYHW OBUTH BUIHBI OMKHUE HAArpOoObs, Jajiblle ke Bee TEPSIoch B Oesiecom
TyMaHe.

Brictpo Temneno. Joxap He mpekpaniaics, Ho cTai cnadee.
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«Hano nnt», — pemmmna Banentuna CepreeBHa. OHa XpaOpo BBIIILIA U3 JBEpell YaCOBHH, HO
TYT %€ 4yTh He ynana. Horu pa3pesxanich Ha CKOJNIb3KOM ITIMHUCTON nouBe. CTPYHKU BOABI CTEKAIN
1o ee paccTpoeHHoMy Jiniry. OHa HeyBEpEeHHO JBHMHY/IAChH BIlepel, HO, PO/ HECKOJIbKO METpPOB,
OCTaHOBUJIACK.

Kyna uary, B kakyio ctopony? Opex/ja NpoMOKJIa, Ha JIETKME TEHHUCHbIE TallOYKU HAJIMIUIN
KOMbs$I ITTUHBI. PactepstHHOCTD cMeHmIach crpaxoM. OHa oOepHysiach Ha3a[, MOrJseNna Ha pachax-
HyTbIe J1Bepu. Paccynok mopckaspiBall, YTO HAJI0 BEPHYTHCS B YacOBHIO. Tam ObLJIO XOTs OBl CyXO.
CrparHo, KOHeYHO, HO Bellb BanenTrHa CepreeBHa He Bepuiia BO BCSAKYIO UYepTOBIIMHY. [lepexaer
JOX/1b U IBUHETCS B MYTb.

BHyTpu crano eme cympauHeil. BrnoTbmax, HaThIKasich Ha OCTpble KUPIUYHBIE OOJIOMKH,
Banentuna CepreeBHa mogoOpasia HECKOJIBKO TPYXJISIBBIX JOCOK U COOPYIMIIA U3 HUX Tofodue Tady-
pera. Cena, NpUBAJIMBIIKCH MOKPOU CIIMHOM K KUPIMYHOH CTEHe, M 3a1yMaach.

Koneuno, nHenpusitHo. Buaumo, npuzaercss HoueBath B 3710l yacoBHe. Ceituac Obl pa3BecTH
KOCTep, HO cliuueK He Obu10. MoskeT ObITh, epekycuTh? OHa rolapuia B KOp3uHe, Halllla MOKPBIH
ra3eTHbBIN CBepTOK ¢ OyTrepOponamu. [ToxeBasa 6e3 anreTwra.

Crasio coBceM TeMHO. MepHBIN I'yJT I0XK/I51 YCHITUISUI, M OHa 3a/ipeMasia. Her, 31o ObL1 He HacTo-
SIIIMI KPENKUil CoH, a nosyapema. OHa ciblliajga CTyK Karenib IO Kpbllle, 3aBbiBaHue BeTpa. Ho
O/IHOBPEMEHHO BH/JIEJIa COH, J]ake HEe COH, a KaKMe-TO CTPaHHbIe, HU Ha YTO HEe MOXOkKe 00pasbl KITy-
OWIIKCh, Ka3aJ1och, BOKPYT. Ee o0ctynanu GecriiotHbie TeHu. Jlioau i sto, mpuspaku? OHa He 3Haua.

BuesarHo ona npocHynack. Joxap koHunics. Ctosuia abCcomoTHasi TUIIIMHA, TOJIBKO WHOTIA
OZIMHOKAsI Karlisl CphIBAJIach C KPBIIIHM, W 3BYK €€ MaJieHusl Ka3ajicsi rpoMoM. Beiio Terio, naxke
ayuHo. ['onoBa Banentunsl CepreeBHbI Oblia CBEXeH U SICHOM, Kak OyTO He JpeMasia OHa, pUBa-
JIMBIINCH K XOJIOJHOM, IIEPIIaBOM CTEHE, a JOJIT0 U KPEMKO Claia B TEIJION U MITKOW TOCTEJIH.

«Hano uaru otciona», — nmogymana oHa, HO MBICJb 3Ta MOKa3alach HACTOIBKO HEJENOH, 4To
ObL1a TYT e OTOpOIIIeHA.

«Kyna naru? He niporue jin noxaarscst yrpa?»

Bce Ob1 x0poI110, HO OBIJIO OYEHb CTpAITHO. BApyr rae-Tto gajieko 3ayxali, 3aX0XoTasl (PUivH.
Mopo3s npoiien no koxe Banentunst CepreeBnsl. [ITuiia ycriokousaack, CHoBa HaCTyIWIa TUILIMHA.
OpHako oHa Obi1a Hefonroi. [Tocpimanvck HOBbIe 3ByKU. BHavasie eil mokas3aiock, 4To rjie-T0 ObIoT
B pesibe. Ho 3ByK ObLT He pe3KHid M TYJIKUH, a HAIIPOTUB, TIIyXOW M yHBUIHIN. Banentuna CepreeBHa
TMIOHSJIA, YTO 3TO KOJIOKOJ. [lorpeGasibHbIil 3BOH BHE3AIMHO MPEKPATUIICS M CMEHIICS HECTPOWHBIM
’a0OHBIM TIEHUEM, BepHee, BoeM. [1e/n HeCKOJIbKO YesloBeK, M Hellb3s1 ObUIO pa3odparh, MY KUMHbI
v xeHIuHbL. ['onoca npubmxkanuce. Banentuna CepreeBHa cujena HU kuBa HU MepTBa. Horu
cTayi Kak BarHble. CKBO3b Xa0C MbIC/IEH OTHEHHOM HUTBIO Ouiack onHa: Oexars! Bexars! Ho cun
He ObLIO.

W Bapyr cTpax OTCTYNWJI, U HA CMEHY eMy IPHUIIUIO KIydyee JIOOOMBITCTBO. XOTh OMHUM IJIa3-
KOM B3IJISIHYTb, YTO TaM ITPOUCXOANT!

Crapasch He IIIyMeTh, OHA TMOJHSUIACH C TI0JIa U BHIIVISTHYJIA B OKHO.

Bnavasne ona Huuero He yBuaena. Tbma, Ka3anoch, Obiia abcomoTHoi. OIHAKO BO ThME Mpo-
MCXOIWJIO KaKOe-TO JIBMKeHre. BHe3aImHo 3axercsi OroHeK, 3a HUM — BTOPOU, TPETHH. ...

«Cseun», — noHsuia Banenrtuna CepreeBHa.

TyCKJIBII CBET BBIPBAJ U3 Mpaka KaKue-TO CHIy3Thl B Oesom. CuinyaTsl npuonmxanmuce. [1o
OrOHBKAM CBEUEH CTajo SICHO, YTO X Tpoe. BhIJIo Tak MHTEPEeCHO, UTO OHa Tiepectana 60aThes. BHe-
3aITHO CHJTY3Thl OCTAHOBWJIMCh. Haxommimch OHM BCEro B AECSATH METpax OT YaCOBHU, B KOTOPOM
nputamiack Banentuna CepreeBHa. [71a3a ee MpUBBIKIM K TEMHOTE M Tereph U Oe3 CBeTa CBevei
paznuuny Tpu purypsl B 6es10M. OHU CTOSTH Y MOTHJIBI C HEKOT/1a BEPTHUKAIBHBIM, & TeNepb CUIIBHO
MOKOCUBIIIUMCSI HAArpOOHBIM KaMHeM. VIMEHHO Ha 3TOT KamMeHb U ObUIM MOCTaBJeHbl cBeur. OHU
Pas3ropenuck, ¥ Tenepb CTaJI0 BUAHO, YTO 3TO KOPOTKHE TOJICTBIE OTapKH 3€JI€HOTO IIBETa.
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TeM BpeMeHeM TauHCTBEHHbBIE CHUJIYITHI CTAIM YTO-TO JIENaTh MOOJab OT MOrmibsl. CHavaia
Banentnna CepreeBHa He MOHsIIA, YTO, HO TIOTOM JOTajlasiachk — pa3BoIsAT Koctep. Buaumo, nposa
ObLIM TIPUHECEHBI C COOOM, TaK KaK KOCTEPOK 3arofibIxal B CYMTaHble CeKyHbl. B ero cBere Banen-
trHa CepreeBHa Kak ClieyeT pacCMOTpea TeX, KTO MPHUIIIENT B 3TO CTPAHHOE MECTO B CTOJIb CTPaH-
HBIH 4ac.

D10 OBLTH JKEHIIMHBI B JIJIMHHBIX OeJIbIX pydaxax JIo MmsT, O0Chie, C paciyIeHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU
1, KaK el IoKa3aioch, HeoObryaiiHo OeHbie. CHavana BanenTrHa CepreeBHa He MOTJIa ONPEIeTUTh
ux Bo3pact. Eif kazanock, 4To 3TO CTapyXxu, U, XOTsI CTOSIJTM OHU COBCEM HeIasIeKO, B HEPOBHOM CBETE
KOCTpa HEBO3MOXHO ObLIO Pa3IIsAeTh MX JMia. BHe3armHo OHM cOPOCHIN CBOM pyOaxw M CTaJv B
KPYXKOK BOKPYT KOcTpa. JIelicTBUTENILHO, ABE U3 HUX ObUIM HaBEPHSIKA He Mosofbl. VX rpy3Hble Tena
C OOBUCIIIMY TPYASIMU ¥ KMBOTAMHU peJibe(pHO BBIPUCOBLIBAJIMICh HA (DOHE OTHEHHBIX S3BIKOB. Tpe-
Thsl ObLIa MOJIONAS KEHIIMHA CO CTPOMHBIM OesbiM TesioM. OHM B MOJTYAHUM MOCTOSUTA HECKOJIBKO
MHUHYT y KOCTpa, 3aTeM OJHa U3 HUX YTO-TO Opocmiia B OroHb. Koctep MosbIXHYIT 3eJIeHBIM 1IBETOM.
JKeHIMHBI BHOBB 3al1e/ii THXUMH TOJI0CaMH KaKylo-TO 3ayHbIBHYIO TiecHIo. CiioB Banentuna Cepre-
eBHa He pa3oOpaia, ja eciiu Obl U pa3oOpaia, Bps v Obl UX MOHsUIa. Bpems oT BpeMeHu To OfHa,
TO Jipyrasi Opocaji 4To-TO B KOCTEp.

Banentuna CepreeBHa 3amepra y cBoero okHa. CMoTpesna Bo Bee 1a3a. Hukorna ona He crasi-
KHMBaJIach HH C YeM MOJOOHBIM. B rooBe MenbKkaim 0OpbIBKH MBICIIEH: UTO 3TO 32 CTPAHHBIN 00psia?
[Ma6am Benpm? Kakoii-HuOYIb JPEeBHUMN S3bIYECKUI KYJIBT?

Bcro xu3Hp Meutana IleryxoBa o uyemM-HUOYAb MOJOOHOM. Benp naxke camplil 3aKOpEHEbIN
CKEITUK B TTyOWHEe YU HaJeeTcs] BCTPETUTHCS C HEBEIOMBIM.

Crpax nepe]; cBepXbeCTeCTBEHHBIM OTOIIEI HA 33/IHUI TU1aH. JIIOOOMBITCTBO OKA3aJI0Ch CHITh-
Hee YyBCcTBa camocoxpaHeHus. Banentuna CepreeBHa 3a0bUIa PO OCTOPOKHOCTb.

BHesarHO kocTep 3aropesicsi YMcThM 3esieHbIM cBeToM. CTos0 ero moabsIMacst BRICOKO BBEPX
¥ OCBETHJI HE TOJIbKO KJIAOUIIE, HO M OMyIKY Jieca. OOHaXeHHbIe (PUIYpBl Y OTHSI MEIJICHHO M3TH-
Oasch, Kak OyATO MCIIONHSUIA KaKOW-TO HEBEJJOMBIN TaHell. 3ayHbIBHOE MEHNE He TPEeKpariaioch.
N Tyt Banentnna CepreeBHa ¢ y’)kacoM 3aMeTWJIa, YTO 3eMJIsl Ha MOTuiie meBenuTcs. Bor TyT-To
OenHast OMOMOTEKApIIIA U y3HAJIA, YTO TaKoe HacToAIMi cTpax. OHa 4acTo YMTasia, 9To OT yKaca Ha
TOJIOBE Y JTIOJEH IIEBEIATCS BOJIOCHL. Tenepb OHa OTYETIIMBO MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK BOJIOCHI INIEBEIISTCS
y Hee camoit. OT cTpaxa oHa Bcsl orernieHena. ToJbKo cepiiie TyJaKo CTy4aso B TPyAd, U CTYK 3TOT
OTJABAaJICS B MO3TY.

Mexay TeM TeHre YCHIMJIOCh M CTajlo MOXOAUTh Ha ucteprueckue Boru. CTond 3e1eHoro
CBeTa MOTeMHeN U Kak Obl 3arycrtes. [leTyxoBy Havano TpsCTH, KOrla OHA YBHJENA, YTO U3 3eMJIU
CHauaJsia TMOKa3JIMCh KOHYMKH TAJIBLIEB, a TOTOM BBUIE3/IA M BCS pyKa OTBPATUTEJHHOTO YepHOTO
nBera. [labiipl GecripecTaHHO ABUTAUCH, KaK OYITO XOTEHN YTO-TO CXBATHUTh, Pa3JaBUTh, N30PBATh
B KJIOUBSI.

JKeHmmuyHb yranu Ha KojieHH. [IeHne ux mpeKkpaTuioch, U B TUIIMHE ObLT CIIBIIIEH TOTBKO 3BYK
ochinaroreiics 3eman. Ctond 3e7eHOro orHsi BHe3aItHO McYe3, a Ha ero MecTe HeCTEPIUMBIM MaJIH-
HOBBIM CBETOM TIOJIBIXQJI YTOJIbsl. B MX cBeTe OBUIO BHIHO, KAK W3 MOTHUIBI TIHITAETCS BBIOPATHCS
HEUYTO OrPOMHOE, HEBEPOSTHO CTPAIITHOE.

Banentnna CepreeBHa aepkaiach U3 nocneqHux cuil. OHa CTosia y OKHa Ha CaMOM BHY, C
y’KacoMm B3Hpasi Ha MPOUCXOISIIEE.

W3 morumbl mokaszanack rojioBa. Bua ee ObLT HACTONBKO YYJIOBHILECH, YTO OMOIMOTEKapIIa,
3a0bIB 000 BCEM, B3BU3THYJIA OT yXkaca. B Ty jke MUHYTY 3ayXaJl, 3aX0X0TaJl (PUIIHH, JKEHIIMHBI TIOBEp-
HYJIY TOJIOBHI B €€ CTOPOHY — MX JIMIa ObUIH ellle y)KacHee TMUUHbI MepTBena. OHY BCKOUYMITH C 3eMJTH
U, 3aBU3KaB, Opocrivch K yacoBHe. Koctep B Ty ke MUHYTY morac, a Banentuna CepreeBHa, He ys
1oj1 cOOOM HOT, TPOXHYJIACh Oe3 YyBCTB.
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Pa30ynun ee miedet nuil. beuto sichoe cBeskee yTpo. ColHEYHbIE JTyUu, MPOHUKAs CKBO3b IPO-
eMbl OKOH, OCBEIlIald MpayHble BHYTPEHHOCTH YacoBHU. OHa mogHsach ¢ nona. Bee Teno 6onerno,
KOCTH HBUIH, CJIOBHO BUEpa MPHIILIOCH Je1aTh HEMOCHIBHYIO PadoTy.

BarisinyB Ha vacel, Banentuna CepreeBHa yBUzena, 4To MOYTH BoceMb yTpa. OHa BhIILIA U3
YacOBHU U orsizienack. Ceidvyac, B COJTHEUHOM CBETe, CTapoe KJIaAOHIIe UMeJIO TPSIMO-TaKd POMaH-
THYecKuid BUuI. OMBITBIE JOX/IEM MaMSTHUKY U HarpoOusi CBEpKaJIU MOJIMPOBAHHBIMU rpaHsmMu. Bee
KPYI'OM ITOK PbIBAJIM 3aPOCITH BBICOKOH TpaBbl, TYTOBBIX IIBETOB. OcoO6eHHO MHOTO ObUTO poMamiku. C
NMaMsTHUKA Ha MAMSATHUK TiepeieTain JBe cOpokd. OHU O YeM-TO B3BOJTHOBAHHO CTPEKOTAJIH.

Banentuna CepreeBHa B3IOXHYJIa ITOJTHOW TPy/IbIo: Kak xopomo! Y Bapyr BCOMHMIIA O CBOEM
HOYHOM NpuKTioueHnu. Heysxenu Bce 310 Obl10 Ha camoM nenie? Eif Bapyr craio He o cede. Xote-
Joch GexaTh CIIOMSI TOJIOBY M3 3TOTO KYTKOro Mecta. Ho 3/1paBbiil cMBICH B3sUT BEpX.

«Hy:xHOo Bo BceM pa3oOpartbcsi, — pemiiia Oudnuorekapiia. — HaBepHsika 31o 6611 coH. Besikoe
MOXET MPUCHUTHCS. A TaKOH SIPKUI ¥ IOAPOOHBINA TOTOMY, UTO YCTasia, HEPBbI ObLIIM HATIPSKEHBI, 12
¥ MeCTO HeoObIYHOE. BOT 1 moMepemmmiach BesiKas 4emyxar.

Ona nocMoTpena B CTOPOHY HaArpoousi, KOTOPOE Tak SPKO 3areyvariesioch B MPernoaraeMom
CHE.

«[Topoitty, yto MM ?» OHa HEpEeLIUTENbHO 1IarHyja B CTOpoHy Moruibl. HouHele ctpaxu Bce
ele AaBanu ceOsl 3HaTh.

«A 4ero s1, cobcTBeHHO, 6010ch?» OHa MeIeHHO nofonuia K Morwie. Ha Hee oHa crapanach
HE CMOTpeTh. [ 1e-To 31ech ropen KocTep, eciii HOUHbIe BUJCHUS — JeHCTBUTENILHOCTD, TO TOJKEH
ocTaTbes ciel. Ho HUKakux cliejoB KOCTpHIIa He ObLIO.

— Koneuno, 310 ObLJT COH, — yCITOKOMIach 6udmorekapiia. OHa mogoIuia BIUIOTHYIO K MOTHJIE.
Huxkakoii cBexeli 3eMiid, KOHEUHO, He ObUTO. Best oHa 3apociia KakoW-TO OCTPOJIMCTHOW TPaBOM, U
TOJIBKO MOCEPEeIMHE TIaMeHe T KPOBABBIMH LIBETAMH KYCT YE€PTOIOIOXA.

[NaMSTHUK — MPOOITOBATAsI KOHYCOBUIHAS TUTUTA YEPHOTO MpaMopa — CHJIbHO HAKJIOHUJICS U
Kak OyJTO BOT-BOT JJOJIKEH ObLIT PyXHYTh B 3apociu OypbsiHa. Haanucn Ha kamHe ObUT0 HE pa3ooparh.
[Mpoctynamu kakue-to OYKBbI, HO OHM OBUIH, Ka3aJ0Ch, 3aMa3aHbl TPsi3blo. brubnmorekapiie crano
HECTEPIMMO JIIOOOMBITHO: KTO e 371eCh TOXOpoHeH? OHa CMOUmIIa B JIyKHIIE JIAJIOIIKY.

«He nenaii atoro! — roBopui el BHyTpeHHuU royioc. — beru orciona!» Ho MyxkecTBeHHas 1ama
He nociyiagack paccyaka. OHa nmpoesia MOKpOW pyKo# Mo Haanucu. Ta crasna yerde, penbedHee.
Ternepp BIOIHE MOKHO ObLJIO IIPOYUTATD.

CraprHHBIMM BUTHEBATHIMUA OyKBaMHU Ha KaMHE ObUIO HAITUCAHO:

«IIETYXOBA BAJIEHTUHA CEPTEEBHA»

Huxe crosina nata poxaeHus.

It0 ObUIa ee aTa poXKICHuUs!

Buauase IleryxoBa HUYEro He MOHANA.

«YTO 32 CTpaHHOCTH, — OAAyMaJia OHa, — oqHodamuuiia Mosi? Toxe Banentuna u Toxe Cep-
reesHa! U rog poxeHus Moii». ITO HE YKJIaIpIBalIOCh B rojiose. JleHb BHe3anHo rnomepk. Kasanocs,
HOYHBIE BU/ICHUS OOCTYITUIIN €€ BHOBb.

A korja xe oHa ymepsia?

Hannuce, cBunerenscTByomas 00 3ToM, Obl1a Bce elle CKpbiTa rpsa3bio. CHOBA IOTparuBaThCs
10 KamMHS ObLIO HEMPUATHO W Jake cTpamrHo. BanentuHa CepreeBHa JocTaa U3 KapMaHa KO(MTHI
HOCOBOW TJIATOK M HAMOYMJIA ero B JIyke. C MOKPBIM IJIATKOM B pyKe OHa B HEPEIIUTETbHOCTH CTO-
si1a ToyIe MaMsITHUKA. JII0OOMBITCTBO MOATAJIKUBAJIO €€, CTpax He JaBasl MOAHSATh pyku. Hakonern
TMOOOIBITCTBO TNepecuiniao. OHa OCTOPOKHO MPOBeSa MOKPOM TKAHBIO MO €[Ba MPOCTYIABIIAM U3
rpsasu nudpam. [ToToM ¢ BHE3aHO MOSIBUBIIEHCS CMENIOCTHIO JIMXOPAJ0YHO 3apadoTalia MIaTKOM.
Ha kamHne 4eTko u penbepHO MpOsSBIIIUCH UG PbL. DT0 ObUT HbIHEeTHUH rof. Cyas 1o gare, el ocra-
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JIOCh KUTh TpUHAIATh qHel. BanenTnHa CepreeBHa HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAIACH, YTO HAJINCH ITa
HaIpsIMyIO CBSI3aHa C HEMl.

He nmomHs cebs1, cxBaTrIa OHa KOP3UHY C yKe HEHYKHBIMH BUSPALTHUMU TpUOaMU 1 modesxaia
Ky/ia 1J1a3a rsasr.

BykBasibHO Yepe3 moayaca OHa MalTMHAIBHO OTMETHJIA, YTO CTOMT Ha OKoJuie JIuxoneeBKy.
3nech Banentuna CepreeBHa mocrapanach B3siTh ceOsi B pykd. BoT HakoHel[ U oM, T/ie OHa OCTa-
HoBWIach. EjiBa KUBHYB y/IMBJIEHHON X0351Ke, KOTOpasl Konajach Bo 1Bope, Banentuna CepreeBHa
MIPOCKOJIb3HYJIA B CBOI0 KOMHATY U, HE pa3zieBasich, Opocuiiach Ha KpoBath. Cepaiie OeleHo cTydao.
Mpicnu muxopaiogHo ckakaa. CTpairHo pa30oenach rojioBa. Ykac MepernosHsil Bce e CYIIeCTBO.

3arnsHyna xo3sika. [TountepecoBanachk, rae Oblia nocrosmia. Ta oTBeTHIa, 4To 3a0Iynu-
J1ach.

— A rae Tel, MAIasi, HOUeBaia? — MpoaoJIKalia paccrpanimBarh 0adka.

— Jla B niecy, Toj1 AGPEBOM, — OIHOCTIOKHO OTBETHJIa OMOIMOTEKapIIIa.

— BeiMokuia HeGOCh? — He OTCTaBasia cTapyxa.

— Ycrana g o4eHb, OTIOXHYTh X04y.

— Hy nangno, otapixait. — Ctapyxa BblIILIA.

Banentuna CepreeBHa 3a0b11ach B TSKEJIOM CHE.

Beuepom 3a cronom OubIMOTEKapIla nuia yai, 6e3 anmeTura kepaja KyCOK MUpora ¢ Kary-
croit 1 Momyana. Crapyxa ¢ J0OOMBITCTBOM MOMJISIIbIBAIA HA Hee, B3[bIXalla, Kalllsijia, HO TOXe He
MPOM3HOCWIIA HU cJIoBa. HakoHell crapyxa He BblaepKasa.

— A Bce xe rae Te0s1 Hocuio?

— 41 xe ckazana, 3abmynunace! — Banentuna CepreeBHa Oblla He HAMEpeHa BCTYIATh B pas3ro-
BOP.

— 3abmyaumnack, — IpoTssHy/Ia 6abka, — BOH 4YTO... A MOXET, Thl Ha KJIaJOWIIe 3aBepHyIa? —
OHa uCTIHITYIOIIE TIsHYIA Ha OMOMOTEeKapIITy.

— Ha kakoe knagouie? — BCTpeneHynach Ta.

— Jla ecTh TYT OTHO... — HEONpEeeIeHHO MPOMOJIBIJIA CTApyXa M CHOBA B YIOp IIIsHYJA HA
MOCTOSUTAITY. — 3HAYUT, Ha KJIaJOUIIle HEUHCTHIA TeOs 3aHec! — yTBepAUTeIbHO 3aKIoumia oHa. — U
4qT0 K€ Thl TaM Bujena’?

Banentnna CepreeBHa MoTyasia, Iisijisi B OKOIIIKO.

— He xouerms, 3HaumT, pacckasbiBaTh! — paccepauiiach crapyxa. — Hy 4rto 3k, TBoe mpaBo.
Tonbko cMoOTpH, Kak ObI Xyxke He Obuto. Hakyimkana 6eqy Ha CBOIO royioBy!

«A MOXeT ObITh, ¥ MpaBJia paccKkas3arh el Bce? — mogymaia Ounommortekapiia. — A 9To paccka-
3bIBaTh, KTO B 9T0 MoBepuT? Her, yx Jydiie Bce 3a0bITh U HE BCIIOMHHATH HUKOT/A. 3aBTpa Ke yejy.
IIpsamo ¢ yrpa».

YTpom oHa pacruiaTiiiach ¢ XO3MKOM, CyX0O pacrpollaiach ¢ Hell ¥ JBUHYJIACh K TTPOCEIIKY.

— A rpubsI Kak xe? — cripocuia 6abka, KMBHYB Ha CyIIAIMECS HA CONHIE HU3KU OOPOBUKOB
Y OA0EPE30BUKOB.

— 51 ux Bam OcCTaBJIAI0: HA MaMsTh, — ycMexHyJach Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— Kakas namsthb. .. — MonBIIa cTapyxa. — Uepes ieHb-/Ipyroil CHOBa yBUAUMCS.

Banentuna CepreeBHa NpUOCTaHOBIIIACH U YIWBIICHHO IJISIHY/IA HA CTAPYXY.

— Ha-na, Munasi, BEpHEIIbCsSl Thl BCKOpE, 1a He OfiHa BepHelbcs. [la BOT He 3Hao, K 100Dy,
K xyny ym? He ckazana Tl MHE MpaB[bl, TIOKAEIIbCs BCKOPE, — CKa3aB TaK, CTapyxa yIlula B IOM.
Uepes narHaauate MuHyT Banentuna CepreeBHa Tpsiciach B KaOrHe MosiokoBo3a. [lodep nonancs
HEepa3rOBOPYMBBIN, ]a ¥ y Hee He ObLIO JKeJIaHUs BCTyNaTh B Oecejy.

OHa My4UTEIbHO Pa3MbIIUISLIIA, YTO e BCE-TaKHU MPOM3O0IILIO. 32 OKHAMH MAIIIHBI MEJTbKAJIH
Jieca, Kakue-To JIEpPeBYIIKH, a Mepel r1a3aMu OuoImoTeKkapiy cTosuio Kiaaoume. Hukoraa, Hu Ha
MUHYTY He JJOIMyCKaJla OHAa ¥ MBICJIU O CYIIIECTBOBAaHUHM CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIX CHII. Bosee Toro, Bcemu
cuIaMu OOpPOJIach C pa3TMUHbBIMU cyeBepusiMu. U BoT Tenepb. Heysxemu Tpyapl Beeli ee )KU3HH ObLIn
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HaripacHbl? Heyxenn TeMHble CHITBI cyniecTByIoT? Vi Bee ke TO, UTO CITy4rIIoch, TUIOJ ee BooOpa-
xenusi? HouHble MUCTepry Cpeid MOTHJI MOIJIM M TipuBHUeThcs. Ho Haamuch Ha mamsatHuke? Kak
970 NoHATH ? Muctudukanms? Ho kem ocyiecteienHas? A riaaBHoe, 1)1t 4ero? MoxeT ObITh, TIONTH
B Muymiuio? Ho tam ee momaumyT Ha cmex. Ta camas [letyxoBa, u3BecTHast aTeucTka — 1 Ha Teoe,
TaKKe CTpaHHbIe 3as1BJIeHHs. [la 1 9To OHa MOXeT paccka3arh? Kakue-To rosbie 6a0bl, 3aBbIBAOIINE
B HOYM, MEPTRBEll, MOJHUMAIOIINIACS U3 MOTHIIBL. TYT 1 10 TICUXYIIIKHA HEAJIeKO.

Bot Haanuck, Haamuck. .. A Obl1a i1 OHa Ha camoM Jiesie? MosxeT ObITh, 3T0 rumHo3? Vim rpu-
6amu orpaBmiack? OT rpuOOB OBIBAIOT TAJLTIOIMHALIMK, OHA T/Ie-TO YMUTAJIA, YTO KOJIAYHBI BAPHIIH U3
MYXOMOPOB OTIbSIHSIIONINI HAIMUTOK, 3aCTABIISIIONINI TPe3UTh HasiBY. BHINbET ero 4eaoBeK — U 3arpo-
CTO OOIIAeTCS C TyXaMH.

Banentnna CepreeBHa BCIOMHMJIA OTPOMHBIE MyXOMOPBI, KOTOPBIE OHA BHJENA B jiecy. Bot u
oObsicHeHHe. [IoTpoHyIachk Ciy4ailHO 10 SIIOBUTOTrO Tprda, a MOTOM siJI MoMNajl B OPraHu3M: C €101
WA PYKOU TIpoBeJia 1o rydam. .. Majo . ..

W Bce-Taku 3T0 pa3yMHOE, JIOTUIECKOe OOBSICHEHNE CITyUYMBIIIEMYCsI, KaK OHA IIPEKPACHO MIOHU-
Maia, ObUIO MTOCTPOEHO Ha recke. [lons mpasapl B HeM, HaBepHOe, Obuta. Ho Bce ymupanock B Haj-
TTHUCh.

BepHyTbes Obl, mocMOTpeTh Ha Hee eme pa3. Her! OnHa oHa Tyna He MoiaeT HU 3a 4To. A C
kem? bubnuorekapina crana nepeduparb B MaMsTH 3HAKOMBIX, CIIOCOOHBIX HA TaKOW moasur. Bre-
3aITHO BCIIOMHMJIMCH MPOIIAJbHbIe cioBa ctapyxu. Toraa Brionsixax Banentuna CepreeBHa He oOpa-
THJIa HA HUX BHUMaHMs. YTO-To OHa Tam OOpMOTasia 0 CKOpoy BCTpeue. 3aragkaMu KakuMH-TO TOBO-
puia. Ctapyxa onpeJeneHHO 4To-To 3Hana. HaBepHoe, MOXHO ObLIO eil pacckas3arth Bce. CaMa Bepb
C paccripocaMu HabuBasiack. Terepp MO3IHO.

A He morpoOoBaTh JIM MOKOMAThCS B TOPOACKMX apxuBax? Yto 3a JIuxoneeBka takas? OTKyna
PSIIOM C Hel cTosb HeoObuHOe Kianouie? [la, BUAMMO, HY’KHO HAUMHATD C TOTO.

3a OKHOM IMOKa3aJIMCh TOPOJICKME OKpanHBbl, U ckopo [eTyxoBa Obuia yxe qoma. 371ech, B rTOpofI-
CKHX CTEHaX, BCSI 9Ta MUCTHKA, CITyUUBILASICS C HEH, Ka3alach €KUM AypHbIM CHOM. OT 3HAKOMBIX
10 Menouel Bemen — abaxypa, TOOPOTHOTO KOKAHOTO JIMBaHa, MKaga ¢ KHATAaMU — BEsLJIO TIOKOEM,
YCTOSIBIIMMCS OBITOM. 371€Ch OHa ObLJTa B TIOTHOM O€30MacCHOCTH.

A MOXeT ObITh, IUTIOHYTb Ha 3Ty UCTOPHUIO, 14 ¥ 3a0BITh ee? MaJto JI 4To B )KU3HH CITy4aeTcs. . .
Ho ner! He takum venoBekom Obuta Banentuna Cepreena IleryxoBa. Ha ciemyrormmii geHs crio3a-
paHKy OHa yxe ObUla B TOPOJICKOM apXHBe.

B 3T1OM HEOOIIBIIIOM, TOCTPOSHHOM B IPOIUIOM BeKe 0COOHTUKe OMOIMoTeKkapiia Oblia He pas.
B cBOMX aHTHPETMIMO3HBIX M3BICKAHMAX KOMalach B CTAPBIX MOAIIMBKAX Ta3eT, phUlach B TOJICTHIX
narkax, HaOMTHIX TTOKENTEBIIMMU JOKYMEHTaMu. HeMHOrouncieHHbIe COTPYAHUIIBI 3TOTO YUpeskK/ie-
HUS ee He TO YTO He JII0OWIM, a ckopee modavBaymch. Kumyunii temmepameHT IleTyxoBoi Obul
XOpOIIIO U3BeCTeH. EAMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MO3BOJISUT ce0e TOCMENBaThCsl,  MHOTJA U PyraThCsi C Hell,
ObL1 3aBeayomuii apxuBoMm I[letp [NerpoBuu 3adanyeB, TOBOJBHO BETXHiA, HO SHEPIMYHbBIN U BbE/-
JIMBBIY CTApPUYOK, HACTOSIIMI JOKA 10 YaCTW UCTOPUU Topofa, Ja 1 Bcero kpas. OH JaBHO ObLT Ha
TMIEHCHH, HO TTPOJOIIKAT padoTaTh, TaK KaK ero (peHoOMeHasbHasl MaMsATh U 3HAHUE apXUBa IIEHUJIHChH
HavyanbcTBOM. K arencruueckum yBiedeHusM [1eTyXoBOW OH OTHOCHIICS CKENTUYECKH, HO YBaXkal
ee JOTOLIHOCTh ¥ IMOTOMY He TPEMsITCTBOBa paboTe B apXUBeE.

Veupes IleryxoBy, Ilerp IleTpoBrud exumHO 3ayabi0aics U, KAPTUHHO pa3Bels PyKH, CIIPOCHIT
HACMEIIUTUBBIM TOHOM, YTO MPHBEJIO €e Clofa B CTOJb paHHMI 4ac. BanentuHa CepreeBHa kaaja
3TOroO BOIMPOCA M 3asBUJIA, YTO TOTOBUT MaTE€pUaIIbl 10 UCTOPUU POAHOTO TOpOIa AJIsl MyOrKalium
B MECTHOM rasere.

— HUcropus Bpoze Obl He Bamia 0071acTh? — yauBuics 3adanyeB. — A 4TO KOHKPETHO Bac MHTe-
pecyet?

VYcnpixaB, 4TO MHTEpECYeTCs AaMa CTApUHHBIMU TBOPSHCKUMH POJIaMH, TIPOKHUBABIIMME Ha
TEPPUTOPHH MX ye3[a, erle Oosiee yIMBIICS. 3ayMUMBO 3aKUBAJ TOJIOBOM U CIIPOCHIL:
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— D710 YTO, HOBasi MOZIa Takas nonuia? JJaBHEHHKO O HUX HE BCIOMUHAM. Permnuy u3 rpo0os,
13 TJIEHa Ha BceoOlnee 0003peHUe BHITAIIUTS?

VYnomuHaHue o rpodax He MoHpaBwioch Banentnne CepreeBHe, HO oHa cMonmyaia. Haobopor,
JIbCTUBBIM TOHOM OHa Hauasia TIpeBO3HOCHUTH 3aciyru [lerpa IleTpoBruya Kak M3BECTHOTO MCTOPUKA
Y KpaeBeqa.

— BbI 3T0 OCTaBbTE, — CTPOrO MPOM3HEC OH. — [ OBOpHTE, 3aUeM MPUIILIH.

— TyT Henopaneky OT ropora ecTb COBCEM KpOXOTHasi JiepeByiika — JIuxoneeBka. bouta 51 B
Hell HeTaBHO, OT/bIXajIa, MECTa TaM 3aMeuatelibHble. M BOT, TyJisis Mo Jiecy, HAaTKHYJIACh Ha JOBOJIBHO
HeoObruHOe Kianoutie. Cyas 1o HaArpoOusiM, XOPOHWIIM TaM MECTHBIX JBOPSIH, HO IMOYeMy He Ha
T'OPOJICKOM KJIaIOUIIIE, a B TIIYIIH, JIa ellle nocpeau jieca? To-To MeHsl U 3auHTepecoBao. CioBoMm,
XO4y MPOU3BECTH UCTOPUUECKHE M3bICKAHMU S, — BBICOKOIIAPHO 3aKOHUYMJIA OHA.

— JluxonmeeBka, JluxoneeBka... — CTapuk HaMOPIIWI U 0e3 TOro MOPIIMHUCTHIN J10O. — YTo-
TO TaKOHM He MpuroMuHaercs... He mory BcriomHuTs. Bbl ipucakuBaiitech, Banentuna CepreeBHa,
ceiyac 4ailkoM YTroIy.

[NeryxoBa nuia yaii co cBeXUMH OapaHKaMu, a 3abayeB, CyAs 10 OTCYTCTBYIOIIEMY B3IJISLY,
HAaIpsUKEHHO AyMall. 3ateM OH yOexkalsl U uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT MPUTAIIMI OTPOMHYIO TIBUTBHYIO
narnky. TopornMBo pas3Bsizani ee, Hauas nepeduparb JOKyMeHTh. Yaii faBHO ObuUT BHITUT, U [leTyxoBa
cuzena, He 3Hasi, yeM ceds 3aHATh. OHA CMOTpesa, Kak Majblibl apXrUBapuyca repedrupaioT JOMKHEe
TMIOKEJITEBIIIUE JIMCTHI, ¥ B KOTOPBIN yKe pa3 AymaJa, He 3psi Jiv 3atesiia Bee 3t1o? [Ipornio ¢ nomyaca.
3abanyeB, Ka3alaoch, COBCEM 3a0bLI PO HEe, OH, BUIMMO, HE HAIlleJ TOrO, YTO UCKaJl, TOTOMY 4TO
3axXJIOMHYT TAIKY, MOAHAB CTOJIO MUK, U CHOBA KyJa-TO yOeKall.

Ot ckyku Banentuna CepreeBHa NpUHSIACH paCCMATPUBATh MHOTOUYKCIICHHBIE CXEMBI U Ia-
rpamMMBbl, BUCEBIIHE TIO0 CTeHaM. 3/1ech ObUTA M KAPTHI JIOPEBOJTIOIMOHHOTO Ye3/1a U Bcel ryOepHuu, U
rpauKu, CBUJETEIbCTBYIOIIHE O KOJIMYECTBE MAXOTHOW 3eMJIH B paiiOHe, U pa3Hble CTATUCTUYECKHUE
Tabnuiel. OAYH U3 TUIAHOB NpUBJeK BHUMaHue [letyxoBoii. OH pacckasbiBasl, KAaKUM MOMEIHKaM U
r7e MpUHAJIJIeKaia 3eMJIs B ye3/ie 10 OTMEHBI KpenocTHoro rpasa B 1861 roay. [Lnan 61 O0BINON U
KPAacOYHO BHITIOIHEHHBIN. 3eMebHbIe BJIaJeHHUs TOMEIIMKOB ObUIN 3alITPUXOBAHBI PA3HOLBETHBIMU
JIMHUSIMU Y TIPEJICTABIISUIN TIECTPYIO MO3AKKY.

Banentuna CepreeBHa ObicTpo Hamuia JluxoneeBky. Ta Haxoguiack B IEHTpE MOYTH MPABUIIb-
HOT'0 HE3AIITPUXOBAHHOTO KPYXKKa BEJIMUMHOM C MATAK, 2 BOKPYT pactoiarajrch MOMEIUYbH 3eMJIH,
CXOIOMBIIKECS K KPYXKKY OCTPHIMH yIilaMu. Bce 3To HarmoMuHaso cTpaHHON (pOpMBI IIBETOK C pa3-
HOILIBETHBIMHU JieniecTkamu. Beero IleTyxoBa HacuuTasia 1eCTh JIEIECTKOB — 3HAYUT, y JIuxoneeBku
CXOIMJIOCH IIECTh ABOPSHCKUX BiaJieHni. bruOmuorekapina ynTtaina Ha iaHe (paMIIK BJIaeNblieB
3emid. HekoTopele OKa3aiuch e CMyTHO 3HakKoMbIMH. Bot, Hanpumep, KokyeBsl... OHa Bcnom-
HWIa crapoe kiaaowiie. Jla Beab HA MpaMOpPHOW TUIMTE, YKpalllaBIIeld OIWH W3 CKJIENOB, OblTa
MMEHHO 3Ta pammius!

Pasmbiienns IleTyxoBoil mpepBai BepHYyBIIMIACS apxuBapuyc. [1o ero yapy4eHHOMY BUIY
OHa MOHSJIA, YTO MIOMCKY ObLIM HAITPACHBL. BUIMMO, €ro caMoro 3To oropumiio, Tak Kak OH JOCaJTUBO
MOPIIIJICS U KPSIXTEL.

— K coxanenmio, — ckazan apxuBapuyc, He s Ha [leTyxoBy, — HIYeM oMoub He Mory. Bo
BCSIKOM CJTydae, IpsiMo ceiyvac.

XOTsl, — OH BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY, — XOTI 51 TOYHO TIOMHIO, YTO € 3TOH JIMXoeeBKo# CBsi3aHa Kakasi-
TO MHTEpecHasl, 3arajiounas ucropus. [a He ogHa. ..

— Iocmotpurte, Tlerp IleTpoBuy, — OuOMMoOTEeKapIa B3sia 3adanyeBa 3a pyKy W MoABesa K
KapTe, — Mo4YeMy Takasi CTpaHHOCTb? Bce 3emuin Halero J0peBOJIOIMOHHOTO ye3a KOMY-HUOYIb
MIPUHAJIEKAIIH: IOMEIMKaM, [IEPKBH, HAKOHEI], HeIOCPEACTBEHHO KpecThsiHaM; a JInxoneeBka Haxo-
JWTCS B LIEHTPE HE3AIITPUXOBAHHOTO MATHA, ¥ HUKAKUX YKA3aHUH HA 3TOT CUYET Ha TIaHe He UMEeTCs.

3abaiyeB BIUJICA I71a3aMH B KapTy.

16



A. T. ArteeB. «CoiHIle MEPTBBIX»

— JIefiCTBUTENILHO, IEUCTBUTENLHO. . . — 3a00pMoTall oH. — Bot uT0, Banentuna CepreeBHa, nmpu-
XOZIUTE-Ka Bbl B apXUB BEUYEPKOM, HUKTO OTBJIEKaTh He Oy/eT, — OH IVISTHYJI Ha BOIIEIIIYIO COTPY/-
HHUILY, — a sl TEM BpEMEHEM ellle pa3 BHUMaTEeIbHO TIOKOIAI0Ch B ApXHBE Ja IEPEroBopio koe ¢ keM. Tak
410 10 Beuepa. — OH yTBepAUTEIbHO KUBHYJ T'OJIOBOH, MTpoBokasi Banentuny CepreeBHy K ABEpSIM.

ITo nopore gomoti 3anuia Basientrna CepreeBHa B TOPOJICKOM MapK, cejla Ha CKaMeKy U 3ay-
MaJiach. HaJ1 royioBO# KOJIBIXaJIH JIMCTBOU CTOJIETHUE JIUITBI, IPKUE IIBETHI HA KJIYMOAX paioBaJIv IJ1a3,
a Ha JyIe MexX.y TeM ObLIO HEeCTOKOHO. MyTOpHO ObLIO Ha Jy1Iie.

Uem Oonbine [leTyxoBa mbiTagach OCMBICTUTD TPOU3OILEIIEE, TEM TPYAHEE MOIAABAIOCH OHO
KakoMy-1100 00bsicHeH 0. JKn3Hb Bcera Ka3zanach el poCTOl U SICHOM, KaK TaOI1Ia YMHOKEHHUS.
CorHile BcTaBasio Ha BOCTOKE, a CaAMIOCh Ha 3amnaje, Bonra Bnagana B Kacrimiickoe mope. ..

Kcraru, BouHCTBYIOMIIEH aTercTKOl [leTyxoBa craja UMEHHO MOTOMY, YTO He MOIJIa MU MBICIIH
JOIYCTUTH O CYILIECTBOBAHUM KaKHX-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIX crjl. OHAa MCKPEHHE CUMTalIa u3peye-
HUE «PEeJIUTHUs — OITUYM JIJIs1 HApO/ia» CBOMM JIEBU30M H JieJiajia Bce, YTOOBI U JPYTUX YOSTUTh B STOM.
C nmeTckux JieT Bce ObUIO «Pas3fioKeHO MO TMOJKaM», U BOT TeTeph B OOUH MUT PYXHYJIO.

«A BAPYT 3TO HAYAJIO MICUXUYECKOTO 3a00JIeBaHMsI? — KOJIbHYJIA TIPSMO B CEpAIIe HEOKUIaHHAS
MBICTTb. — Bummo, umenHo Tak v mpuxonut 6esymue. Het. He MoskeT ObITh! DTO OBLIO Xyke BCAKOM
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHON HeUnCTh». «He mait mue, 60r, coiTH ¢ yma... Her, Jierye mocox u cyma...» —
BCIIOMHMJIA OHA MYITKWHCKKE CTPOKU. BOCIIOMUHAHMS O BCTPEYEHHBIX KOT/IA-TO CyMACHIEAIIHX SICHO
BCIUTHIBAJIM B €€ MaMsTh. DTo ykacHo! Tak cuaena oHa, pa3MbIUIsis O CIyYUBIIEMCS, HE 3amMeyvas,
YTO MPOUCXOIUT BOKPYT. A MPOUCXOAMIIO CleyIoIIee.

[o amnee mapka IBUrayiach Kakas-To cTpaHHasi ¢purypa. 1o ObUia BBICOKAs, HEOOBIYAIHO
Xynasi JKeHIIMHA HeonpeneaeHHbIX JieT. Onera oHa Obula B MPSIMO-TaKU JIETCKOE MOTYIPO3pavHOe
PO30BOE IJIaThUIIE C BOJIaHAMU U JieHTaMu. ['010Ba jambl OblIa yKpallieHa HECKOJbKMMY OaHTaMu, B
pyKax ObljIa MpUUYIMBAsi, paclIuTasi CTeKJISIpycOM cyMKa. Ho cTpaHHOCTB 3aKJT09anach He CTOJIbKO
B €€ OJICSTHUH, CKOJIBKO B JIUIIE ¥ BCEM OOJIUKE.

BriBator monu 6e300pa3HO TOJCTHIE, M BUJ MX BBI3BIBACT YIIBIOKY, 3Ta ke Obula 6e300pa3HO
xyna. OHa, Ka3ajaoch, COCTOsIIA U3 OIHUX KOCTEH, BHIMUPABIIMX M3-TI0J] UTPUBOTO IUIaThuia. JIuio
ObLJIO IOKPBITO TAKUM TOJICTBIM CJIOEM ITy/IpbI, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch OIITYKaTypeHHBIM. B couetanuu ¢ kpo-
BaBO-KPACHBIMU TyOaMH OHO MOXOAMJIO HA JKYTKYIO MAacKy.

DTO CYyIIECTBO MEAJICHHO MPOILUI0O MUMO CKaMelKu, Ha Kotopou cuzena Banentuna Cepre-
€BHA, U CKPBUIOCh B IMTyOMHE MapKa. 3aHsATas CBOMMM MBICISIMU, Ta HE OoOpaTuiia Ha CTPaHHYIO
rpak/IaHKy HUKAKOro BHUMaHUs. Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT HeJlernasi (purypa rokasanach cHoBa. OHa
MOPaBHSJIaCh CO CKaMbeH, B HEPEIIMTEbHOCTHY 3aTONTAIACH BO3JIE Hee, a IOTOM CeJla Ha CaMbli Kpa-
elleK.

Banentnna CepreeBHa MoJHsIa TOJIOBY M YBHJEJA TIOUTH PSAAOM ¢ cOO0 cTpaHHOe Juio. OT
HEOXKMIAHHOCTY OHA UyTh HE BCKpUKHYJA. HensBecTHas AKeHIIIHA CMOTpeJia Ha Hee TYCKJIbIM, MepT-
BBIM B3IVISIOM U O€33BYyYHO IIEBEIMJIA SPKO HAKPAIIEHHBIMU ryOamMH, 3aTeM OTBEPHYJIACh U TYIIO
YCTaBUJIACh B TIPOCTPAHCTBO.

Banentnna CepreeBHa XoTesa BCTaTh M YHTH, HO UTO-TO He ITycKaslo ee. TONbKO Aymaia o
cymaciieqimx, 1 BoT Ha tede! OgHa TyT Kak TyT. U emie oqHO 00CTOSATENbCTBO HETIPUSATHO Mopa-
3us10 GubnmoTekapiry. OT HEMPOILIEHOW COCEIKH IIIeJT TSKENbIN CIaAKOBATHIH 3arax, CMECh ApOMATOB
JEIIEBOTO OJIEKOJIOHA, IMyJIPhl, KAKOW-TO Map(oMepHuy U elle Yero-To, HalOMUHAIOIIETo 3arax CBe-
JKEBCIIAXaHHOTO JKMPHOTO YepHO3eMa. «biaroyxanbe» OblII0 HACTOIBKO CHITBHO, YTO XOTEJIOCh 3aKATh
HOC U IIYCTHUThCS OETOM.

Banentnna CepreeBHa penmia Tak u caenars. OHa BCTana U XoTena ObUIo YWTH, HO HE3Ha-
KOMKa CHOBa BIIEpHJIa B HE€ CBOM XKYTKMH B3IJIsI U CKa3ajia YeTKO U pas3iesIbHO:

— JIBeHaaLaTh IHEH TeOe OCTAJIOCh.

BubmoTekapina cHavana HA4Yero He noHsuia. Kakue aBeHaqarh AHel, pacTepsHHO NogyMaia
OHa.
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— BpI 0 yem, rpaxganka? — OHa BOITPOCUTENIBHO TIOMIIsENa Ha CTPAaHHYIO cocesiky. Ta, kaza-
JIOCh, HE 3aMEeTHJIa €€ U CHOBA YCTaBWJIACh B IyCTOTY.

— Oii! — Banentuna CepreeBHa BCIIOMHUJIA BYEPAILIHIOI HAINMCh HA MaMsATHUKE. Benpb u3 Hee
CJIEIOBAJIO, UTO €M OCTAJIOCh XHUTh TPUHAIIATH JHEH. DTa HEHOPMaJbHAs UTO-TO 3HaeT. bubnmore-
Kapiia npuOIM3nIach BIUIOTHYIO K CTPAaHHOMY CO3/aHUIO.

— Ckaxure, — Ha4aJ1a OHA KaK MOJKHO BEXJIMBEN, XOT4 €Ba Biiaeiia coooi. — CKaxure, Kakue
IBEHAALATh JHEN?

Hesnakomka ynopHo mommyaiia.

Banentuna CepreeBHa HAKJIOHWIACH U IVIsTHYJIA i1 B 171a3a. .. OHYM ObUTH COBEPILIEHHO MEPTBBIE,
OeJecblie 1 TYCKJIbIE.

— Jla ckaskelb Thl WUJIM HeT! — 3aKpHUyasia Halla My)KeCTBEHHasl JaMa.

— ThI cama 3Haelb, — 6€3 BCAKOTO BHIPAXKEHHSI CKa3ala sKeHIIMHA.

Banentnna CepreeBHa, COBEpILEHHO HE Biajesl COOOH, cCXBaTH/a HE3HAKOMKY 3a IUICYHd U
Havasa TPsICTH, IPUTOBAPHUBAsL:

— Yro s 3Ha10? Yro 51 3na10? OTBeuvai, 3apasal

TyT Ha10 OTOBOPUTKLCS, UTO, HECMOTPSI Ha BCIO CBOIO MHTEJUTMTEHTHOCTh M BOCTIMTaHKe, BaseH-
trHa CepreeBHa 3HaJIa TOBOJIbHO MHOTO KPEMKUX BBIPAKEHUH U, CIIy4aoch, B MUHYTHI THEBA YIIO-
TpeOssia HekoTopble u3 HuX. OHa ObLIa BIIOJTHE COBPEMEHHOM JTaMOW.

OT TpsICKM TOJIOBa HEJIENOro CymecTBa OONTanach, Kak y TPAMUYHOM KyKJbl. Bo Bce cTo-
POHBI ToJieTeNa mynpa. PasnaBacs 3ByK, HATOMUHAIONINI OpsiIKaHbe KOCTel ApYT o Apyra. BHezamHo
Banentune CepreeBHe MOKa3ajioCch, YTO Ha JIMIIE MPEHETTPUSTHEHINETO CYIIecTBa Kak Obl JIOMHYJIa
Koka. OHa IPUCMOTpENIach: IEUCTBUTENBLHO, MTPSIMO Ha JICBOW CKYJIe OONTAJICS JIOCKYT KOXKH, a U3-
TI0J1 HEro BUJIHEJIACh XKeNToBaTast KocTh uepena. B yxace Banentnna CepreeBHa BBITYCTHIIA CBOIO
KEpTBY U Opocuiiach 6exaTh.

[Nocnennee, yTo OHA ycIbIIIasa, ObUIM CJIOBA, TPOU3HECEHHbIE PA3MEPEHHO 1 YeTKO: «OCTasioch
IBEHAALATh JHEW».

Ona Myasiach, He pa3Oupast JOpOry, He BUAS repes coOoi Hudero. OUHyIach TOJIBKO JIOMA.
Bce muiblio 1 BepTesioch mepen ra3aMu: IepeBbs B Mapke, )KYTKOE CYIIECTBO, KaKHe-TO I[BETHBIC
nosockl. .. Kaneimockon KommapoB KpyTHJICS B €€ BOCIIAJICHHOM BOOOPaKEHUH.

BuesarHo HaBanwicst coH. Tsokesnslil, 63 CHOBUIGHUH, Kak OyITO MPOBAIIIACH OHA B YEPHBIH
Oe30HHBIN KOJIOZIEIl.

Omna nipocHyach. Beuepeno. 3a OKHOM YMpHKasa Kakas-TO NTHUbS MeIoub. CIBIIIHBI ObUTH
3BYKH JyXOBOTO OPKECTpa, Ille-TO Tuiakai pedeHok. Ha myrie Ob10 JIerko ¥ criokoiHo. OHa BCoM-
HIJIa O CITyYMBIIeMCs U 3acMesiach. Kakast xe Bce a1o epynaa! lyxu, mpuspaxu. .. [Ja ObITh 9TOrO He
MoxeT. Kpyrom oObruHasi, HopMasibHast KM3Hb. Bce Tak ke JeHCTBYIOT 3aKOHBI TUaJIeKTUKU. Marte-
pUAIM3M TIPET CO BCEX CTOPOH. .. BOT Kak muia/ieHel| 3aI1MBaeTcs. . .

[eryxoBa BCIIOMHWMJIA, YTO HYXXKHO MATH B apxuB K 3abaiyeBy. A crout qu? He mpome u
MOY)KMHATh, HAIMUTHCS Yalo, TIOUTH TIOTYJIATh. A 3aBTpa Ha padoTy. XBaTUT OTAbIXaTh. PaboTa, oHa
— JIydIiliee JIEKapCcTBO.

Her. Cxonuth B apxuB Bce ke Hajuo. Beap Bcio 3Ty KyrepbMy cama 3aresiia. M oHa cranma
TMOCTIEIITHO OfIEBATHCS.

B crapom ocoOHsike ee yxe kaanu. bonbimnoi cron B kabuHete 3abanyeBa ObUT 3aBaJIeH MHO-
TOYMCIIEHHBIMU Ta3€THBIMH TIOIIIMBKAMH, CTAPUHHOTO BUJA M3IaHUSIMU, KAKIMU-TO PYKOIUCSIMH.
TyT e Ha Kpalo CTOsUT paCIIMCAaHHBIN SPKUMU IIBETAMU TOJHOC, HA KOTOPOM I'POMO3IWIICS PUYY/I-
JIMBBIA CaMOBap, TapeJKa co CBEKMMU OapaHKaMU, MacJIeHKa, CaXapHHIIA.

— Yaiiky He *kenaete u? — npenioxui mooe3nsii [lerp [lerpoBuu.

[TeryxoBa ornsigenace.

B yriy cuzen denoBek, KOTOpPOro OHa B MEPBBI MOMEHT HE y3Hasa, a Y3HaB, HUCKOJIbKO He
00pagoBaIach.
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310 ObUT M3BECTHBIN BceMy ropony dmutpuiit BopoOweB, nim nonpocry Mutska Bopobeit —
KaK HEeMoYTUTEIbHO Ha3bIBAJIa €ro HEKOTOpasi yacTh HacelleHusl. A U3BECTeH OH ObUT CBOUMU HEYTO-
JIMMBIMH KPaeBeJUECKIMMHU M3BICKAaHUSIMH, a elle OoJblre OecliepeMOHHOCTBIO, HaXPAIUCTOCTHIO 1
Jaxe HarJaoCThio, C KAaKOM IPOU3BOIIII 9TU U3bicKanust. OqHaxapl BopoObeB BOpBasics Ha 3aceaHue
T'OPOJICKOTO MCIOJIKOMA, HAXOJMBIIETOCS B CTAPUHHOM JIOME TOCTPOWKM BOCEMHA/IIATOTO BeKa, |,
HUYYTh HE CMYIIIAsiCh OTBETCTBEHHBIX TOBAPUINEH, CTAT Pa3IJIsIbIBaTh YKpaIIeHUsI KaMUHA, HaXO-
JMBLLIETOCS B 3aJI€ 3aCe/laHU.

Mauto Toro, oH BHITAlLWJI OTKY/AA-TO JPEBHUI (poToanmapar U Hayas potorpacpupoBarb 3Tu
camble yKpanieHus. Pazpasuiics ckangai. [loTpsiceHHBIN TakoW HArJIOCTBIO TIpeiceaaTe b UCTIONKOMA
Tonaja Ha MUTIO HOramu, KpuuaJi, OpbI3rasi CIIIOHOH BO Bce CTOpOHBI: «BoH! BoH!»

Humano He cmymasich, TOT codpait cBou (hOTONMPUHAIIEKHOCTH U YIATHIICS.

Brixonka sta umena qyist BopoObeBa nevasibHbie MoceaAcTBUs. Ero ¢ Tpeckom BBITHAIM U3
TOPOJICKOTO My3es, Tie MuTs HeKoTopoe Bpems paboTall.

Banentnna CepreeBHa TOXe HECKOJBKO pa3 MMesa ¢ BopoObeBbIM CTONKHOBeHUs. Tak, Ha
OJIHOM M3 PEeTMTHO3HBIX AUCITYTOB MHUTS CTal MmyOarMyHO OOBHHSATH €€ B He3HAHUM (PopM CTapood-
PAIHUYECTBA, O KOTOPOM OHa Jiejiasia IOKJIaa. JIpyroi pa3 OH MBITAJICS BBIKPACTh M3 OUOTMOTEKU
pelKue TIepKOBHBIE M3/IaHM S, PUHAJISKAIIME HEKOraa KyniaM baxpyiHbIM.

— He BbIkpacTh, a TOJIBKO IOYMTATh, — OMpaBbBasics Kpaesea. Ho Banentrna CepreeBHa Oblia
HEyMOJIMMA ¥ cliajia BopoObeBa B MUJIMIIMIO, OTKY/Ia TOT ObLT BHITYIICH Yepe3 mapy JHel «3a OTCYT-
CTBHEM COCTaBa MPECTYIUICHUSI».

IMoce storo cimyyas IleryxoBa, 4yBCTBYsl ceOsi OTYACTM BUHOBHOW, YBH/IEB HAa TOPU3OHTE
MaJIeHbKYI0 (purypky BopoObeBa, crapanach OT BCTpeUH YKJIOHHUTHCS.

W BOT Teneps BcTpeya 371eCh, J1a elle He B CaMblid IOIXOASIINI MOMEHT.

— Boi, Basientuna CepreeBHa, He CTeCHANTECh. — 3a0allyeB MOABUHYJ ei CTYJ. — A eciiu Muts
Bac CMyIIaeT, — OH KUBHYJT Ha BopoObeBa, — Tak 3T0 BbI 3psi. OH JIsl HAC CAMBII MTOJIE3HBIN YeJIOBEK,
OH-TO KakK pa3 U MPOJIWJI CBET Ha MHTepecylomi Bac Borpoc. Cagureck, mpomry Bac. U Bce xke, —
3abayeB OMe I, pacCcessHHO TNepedupast Oymaru Ha CTojie, — Bbl Obl paccKa3ajv, 4To C BAMH Ha
CaMoM JieJie TTPOU3O0IILIO.

Banentuna CepreeBHa 3agymainach. Pacckazats um Bce? A crout sin? Benb He noBepsT. Pernar,
YTO YOKHYJ1ach 6a0a. [TomHuMyT Ha cMex. PaszHecyT o ropomy. Y Toro ke BopoObeBa ectb J1s1 STOro
OCHOBAHHUSI.

— Bupaure 11, — Havyana oHa OCTOPOXKHO, — TO, YTO CO MHOH CITyYHJIOCh, HE COBCEM OOBIYHO.

— Hy, Hy, — mogboapwi apxuBapuyc.

— W ecnu s pacckaxy nogpooHo, To O0I0Ch, BBl MHE HE MTOBEPUTE.

— [Nonumaro, BB GouTECH OIJTACKH, — CKa3an BopoObeB. — Bontech, 4To Mbl pa30osiTaeM BCeM. . .
N mHue BB He noBepsieTe. Tak BOT, MBI. ..

Ho ero nepe6un 3adanyes:

— Banentuna CepreeBHa, Mbl TOPKECTBEHHO KJISTHEMCSI MOJTYaTh 10 Tpoda. — OH NIy TJIMBO MpU-
JIOKWJT PYKU K TPYJIH.

«...Jlo rpoda, — ormetuna [eryxoBa. — JIBeHaAaTh qHEH OCTAIOCh. .. A, Oblia He ObLIa. ..»

U ona Hauana noBectBoBaHue. Ctapasich He MPOITyCKaTh MeJTbYakIIel OIpOOHOCTH, MTOBeaIa
O CBOMIX IPUKJIIOUYEHHSX, HEe 3a0blIa U O CErofiHsIIHeM ciydae. Paccka3 mpomoikaicsi 10BOJIBHO
nonro. B koMHare coBceM cTeMHeN0, HO cBeTa He 3axurand. CoOeceJHUKH HAMTPSKEHHO CITyIITANIH.

— Hy, BOT 1 Bce, — noapitoxmwia [leryxoBa, — MOBEpUTh MHE, KOHEYHO, TPYIHO. Bynp g Ha
BallleM MecTe, KOHEUHO Obl, He TOBEpHUIIa.

— JlioGonbITHBIE BEUIM MBI TYT YCAbIIATN. — 3a0anyeB MoTep pyKd OT yIOBOJBbCTBUS, 3aTEM
BKJIIOYMJT HACTOJNBHYIO Jlamiy. KoMHaTta 3anosiHuiIach MArKMM 3ejieHoBaThiM cBeToM. Crajio mo-
AoMallHeMy YIoTHO. — Hy 4To %k, — apxuBapuyc BHUMATEIbHO IOCMOTpeN Ha IleTyXoBy, — MBI TYT
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TOXe KOe-4TO packonaan. MuTs, cOOCTBEeHHO, oMor. Bot rmyckaii oH u pacckasbiBaeT. [laBaii, Muts,
HaYMHAaM.

— 41 yx u He 3Ha10. — BopoObeB HepemmTeIbHO TocMOoTpe Ha 3adanyeBa. — Banentuna Cepre-
€BHa CJIAaBUTCSI CBOMM HEBEpUEM. XOTs TeNepb, OCIIE CIIyYMBILIETOCS, OHO, BO3MOKHO, MOIIATHYJIOCh.

— Jlanno, Muts, KTO ctapoe nomsHer. .. He TsaHu.

— Xopotuo, [lerp Ilerpoeuu. Utak, uro 3a JluxoneeBka? O nepeBHe 3TOM CIbIXal f €lle B
aercrse. [ToMHI0, %11 IO coceICTBY ¢ HamM cTapuk oguH. CoBceM psxJbiid. Eme kpenoctHoe npaBo
noMHWI. Tak BOT, Kak-TO Ha Mpa3IHUKE CHUAEIU B3POCIbIE 32 CTOJIOM, U CTAPUK ITOT TYT Ke ObLI.
A MBI, peGATHIIKY, BO3/Ie KpyTHiach. Hy, BeimmBamm, camo coOoi. [leny Toxe pIoOMOYKY HAJIHIIH.
3ariesn Mex/y B3pOCIbIMU Pa3roBOp O Pa3HbIX TAMHCTBEHHBIX CIy4asX. Y KaxkJOro, KOHEYHO, CBOSI
UCTOpHS, OIHA UHTepecHel apyroi. [omuia ouepeap u Jo crapuka. OH u roBoput: «Bcee, 4To TyT
pacckasaiu, — 9TO CKa3Ku, BpaHbe. A BOT €CTh TYT HEINOAAJIEKY JEpPEeBHS, TaK TaM JEHCTBUTEIBHO
CJIy4aloTcsl UyJeca, HO paccKas3bIBaTh PO HUX HEJIb35».

Bce, koHE4HO, 3aMHTPUrOBaHbl, MOJ33A0PUBAIOT: aBai, JAaBail, TOBOPY, MOJI, Jajbllie. A TOT
ynepes M HM B Kakyio. TYT KTO-TO Jorafajicsi HAUIMTh €My HE PIOMKY, a FpaHeHblil cTakaHuuK. CTapuk
BBIIWJI, KPSKHYJI ¥ TOBOPUT: «B 37001 camoii JIuxoneeBke KMBYT OHU KOJIIYHBI Aa BebMbl. MoryT
000pauMBaThLCS JIIOOOW TBAPHIO, XOTh 3Meel, XOTh KOIIKOH, XOTh ObIkoM. Ho He 3T0 raBHoe. A T71aB-
HOE TO, YTO MOT'YT OHU MEPTBBIX OKUBJIATh. [logHMMATh U3 3eMJIM TO €CTb.

Bout pa3 ciyyvait. Ymepna ogna 6a6a. [pomwio ¢ monroaa. [isiib, mosiBisieTcs: OHA B JepEBHE.
Herno 6b10 paHo yrpoM. [epen Tem HOublo Oblia cuiibHast Oypsi. A CrIO3apaHKy BHIIUTH JIIO/H, TIISIAAT:
CTOUT y cBoel u30Obl. Bumom meprtBerr MeptBeriom. Onexaa nowctiena. Jlumo HernoaprxkHoe. Hy
HapoJ, KOHeuHO, B Kpuk. COexanack Bes epeBHsA. CTOAT, CMOTPAT, a MOAoNTH OosTcs. Brimen ee
MYKHUK, KPECTUTCSI, pyKaMy OTMaxMBaeTCs: Uyp MEHs. .. 4yp MeHs. ..

Ona Ha Hero — Hoib BHUMaHMs. Ctout cebe Bo aBope. OH ee o umenu: «Imacpupa, T a1
3107» OHa MomuuT. [loTom nomnia K ABepsM B IOM. A B JIOM€ J€TU MaJlble J1a €e CBEKpOBb. [IBepb
3aKpblIM M3HYTpU. OHa, MEPTBasA-TO, TOJIKAET ABEPb, Ta HUKAK. ..

Tyt moau onoMHmIMch. OAUH €] BBITAIMI U3 U3TOPOIU KOJI, TYT %€ TONOPOM HACKOpPO €ro
3aTOYMJI, TOACKOYMJI C33/I4 K MEPTBOM J1a M 3acauil €l KoJ 1oj JieBylo jjonatky. OHa j1aBaii Ha KOty
TPENbIXaThCsl, POBHO U He OONBHO eil. TyT erre [Boe MmoAoctesny, OB ee Ha3eMb JIMIIOM BHU3 U
JaBail KOJ 3TOT B 3eMJII0 3a0MBaTh. A MEpTBEUMXa JAEePraercs, CIOBHO KYyK Ha Oy/aBKe, M BCE pyKaMU
KOJI-TO JIOCTaTh XoueT. TyT elle onuH 3akojJoTiM 1 BepHocTh. Hapon He pacxoaurcsi, CMOTPHT,
YTO JaJibIe OyJieT.

«Cxeub, ckedb ee!» — KpuJaT OIHH, JPYTrre TOBOPSIT, MOJI, 32 CBSIIIEHHUKOM OBl IOCATh HAJIO.

Brpyr oTkyna-To u3-3a TOJIIBI BBIIIUIA CTApyXa, TAK KaK-TO OOKOM, HU Ha KOTO He IJIsi/1s1, TIOJ0-
IIJ1a K MEpPTBOM, BBIPBaJa KOJbs, /1a JIETKO Tak. A 3a0uThl OHM ObUM Kpenko. [lomHsna ee ¢ 3emin,
B3s1JIa 32 PyKY M NIOBeJIa U3 AepeBHM K Jiecy. HUKTO 1 masybliem He 1ienoxHy:1. Tak crpariHo ObL1o, y
MHOI'MX BOJIOCHI Ha TOJIOBaX MOJHSAINCH. A MEpTBasi UJET CO CTAPyXOil, a B CIIMHE Y HEE JIBE JIbIPULIIH.

[ToTom, KOHEUHO, CTAHOBOW TIPUE3sKaJl, MO MOJIEOeH Jeal BO JBOPE y TOrO MYKHUKA, CBATOM
BOJIOM Bce KpornuJjl. Tak v He 1o3Hamuck: yto? Ilouemy?

MyXUK, TOKOMHON-TO MYX, C yMa CBUXHYJICSI, @ IOTOM M BOBCE KyJa-TO CTUHYJI.

A JluxozneeBKa OT Halllel JepeBHHU BEPCTax B MATH ObUla. 3HAIOIIME IO Ha Hee M YKa3bIBaJIH,
MoOJ1, Bce OTTyaa unaeT. He nepBbiii-ge ciyyvai».

Hy, xoHumsn es cBoii pacckas, a Bce KpyroM CMEIOTCsl, MOJI, CKa3KH, J1aBail ellle, BpY JaJbllle.
OH obuzesncs u yiesn. § TOMHIO, ITOTOM HECKOJIBKO pa3 K HEMY MPUCTaBaJl, pacCKaxH erre rnpo Jluxo-
J€EBKY, OH TOJIbKO OTMaxXMBaJICS.

Bopo0ObeB ocTaHoBUIICS, HATIAII ceOe CTaKaH OCTHIBLIETO Yasi U CTaJl IOTUXOHBKY MPUXJICOBIBATH
ero.

[NeryxoBa, HanpsiKeHHO ciymaBiiass Mutio, Obula pa304apoBaHa.

— Hy u 4ro, — mpomosnBmIIa OHa, — 00bIYHASI JIETeH 14, KAKMX MHOTO T10 IEPEBHSIM PaCcCKa3bIBAIOT.
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— He Toporurech, Banentuna CepreeBHa, — OCTaHOBHII ee 3a0aryeB. — MuUTS elrie He KOHYMT,
caMo€ MHTEPECHOE BIEPE/IN.

— NurtepecHad xeHmmHa Topapuil [leryxoBa, — yeMexHysicss Muts, OTCTaBUB B CTOPOHY HEJO-
MUTHIA cTakaH. — Takue ¢ Hell COOBITHS Cy4YaloTCsl, TAKWE MPUKITIOYEHHS TIPOUCXOAT, a OHa BCe
CBOE: «ITOT0 HE MOXKET OBbITh, TIOTOMY UTO HE MOXET ObITh HUKOTa». MBI TYT ¢ [lerpom IlerpoBuyem
MIOMOYb BaM XOTEJH. . .

— OcraBb, Muts, — HaxmMypuJics apxuBapuyc. — Banentuna CepreeBHa, Kak MHE IpeJICTaBIIs-
ercs, rmomnasyia B Oefy, v, BUIATh, HEMaIyl0. XOTeJI0Ch Obl IIPOIUTH CBET Ha BCE 9TH 3arajiku, a HEKO-
TOpPBIE TYT CUEThI CBOAUTH COOMPAIOTCS. A BbI, — OH 0OpaTHicsS K OMOIMOTeKapIie, — YK CenainTe
MUJIOCTh, OCTaBbTE BalllM AaTEUCTUYECKUE NTACCaXH, Mbl HE Ha auciyTte. Tak yTo Thl, Muts, rponos-
Kau.

— Hy nagno, u3BuHu, Iletp IlerpoBud, — MUTS MOKOPHO B3I0XHYJI, — [TO3BOJIBTE, S 3aKYPIO.

OH goctan u3 MATOU NMaYKy Nanupocy, 3aTSHYJICS U MPOIOIKUAI CBOM PaccKas:

— Hcropuio 3Ty, paccka3aHHYIO CTApUKOM, sI, KOHEYHO, 3a0bU1. BCIIOMHWIT TOJIBKO Yepe3 MHOTO
ner. I BOT mpu kakux oOcrositenbeTBax. Kak-To monajiiack MHe MOAINMBKA «PyCCKOW CTapuHBI».
[To-moemy, 3a 1881 roa. iMeHHO TaMm HATOJNKHYJCS 1 Ha cTarblo Hekoero OcTpogyMoBa — IpH-
BaT-f1o1leHTa MOCKOBCKOro yHuBepcutera. CTarhsi, €ClM s He OIMOaloch, HasbiBajgach «TaiiHbie
KYyJIbTHl Ha PycH 1 uX porcxoxIeHue».

ITo cyTH, 310 OBLIA MOJIEMUKA ¢ KAKMM-TO (PpaHITy3CKUM STHOrpadoM, (paMuImio 51 I03a0bLI.
®paniy3 yTBEpK I, UTO sI3bIUeCcKHe 0Opsiabpl B EBpone 1aBHBIM-/1aBHO YMEPIH, a €CJTU TIe U CYIIe-
CTBYIOT, TO SIBJISIIOTCSI CKOpee HOBOOOPa30BaHUSIMU, TUTEPATyPHBIMU PEMUHHUCHCHIIMSIMHM, a HE Uy-
IIUMU U3 ITTyOUHBI BEKOB BepoBaHUsMU. [1o ero MHeHMIO, HacTosImas YepHasi Marusi 1O CHUX TOp
CyIIECTBYeT y a)pUKaHCKMX HAapOJOB WM BbIxoAueB U3 Adpuku, Hanpumep Ha autu. Bugumo,
(panity3 ObIBa HAa 3TOM OCTPOBE, IOTOMY UTO B CTaThe €CTh CCHUIKA Ha BUJICHHYIO UM [IEPEMOHUIO
KynbTa Byny. Kak n3BecTHO, ByayHCTCKME BEpOBaHMSI BKJTIOUAIOT B ce0sl U pacCKa3bl O 30MOU — OKUB-
IIMX MepTBeLax.

Kpeusl BenyryHsl IKOOBI CITIOCOOHBI C TIOMOIIBIO 3aKJIMHAHUNA OKUBJISATh MEPTBBIX M UCTIONb-
30BaTh UX B CBOMX KOJIJIOBCKUX LIEJISIX.

OctpomyMoB, NoJieMU3UPYs ¢ (PPAHITY30M, JTOKA3BIBAI, UYTO KOJIJOBCKUE KYIbTHI U OOPSIIBbI 10
CHX IOp coxpaHsoTcs B Poccum, XOTs U TIATEIbHO CKPBIBAIOTCS UX NpuBepkeHaMu. Yto kacaercs
FaUTSHCKUX 30MOM, TO UX aHAJIOTM UMEIOTCSl U B CJIaBSHCKUX MOBepbsix. CKaxeMm, yIbIpu, Bypra-
JIaKky ¥ T. 1. MaJo Toro, oOpsibl, HAMOMHUHAOIIKE TAUTSIHCKUE, BCTPEYaloTcsi 10 cux nop B Poccum.
TyT OH cchulazcsl Ha 3alMCKU OTCTaBHOTO Maiiopa KokyeBa — momeluka Hamiero yesjaa. 3anucku
ObLIM OIYOIMKOBAHBI BEChbMa MaJTBIM TUPAKOM Ha CPE/ICTBA aBTOPA U HA3bIBATIMCH JOBOJILHO CTPAHHO:
«CoHMHuIIIE IEMOHOB YepHBIX U OeJtbix». [1o cioBam OcTpoayMoBa, OH He TOJIbKO YUTAN STH 3aITUCKH,
HO ¥ ObLT 3HAKOM C UX aBTOPOM.

Tak BoT, 3TOT camblii KokyeB yTBep:kAaj, UTO HEMOJAIEKy OT €ro IMOMECTbsl CyLIECTBYET
nepeBHs JIuxoneeBKa, HaceIeHHAsI C He3aMaMsITHBIX BpeMeH KoJgyHaMu. M OyaTo Obl 9TU KOJTYHbI
CIIOCOOHBI OXKUBJISITh MEPTBEIIOB, YeMY CTOJIO0BOM ABOPsIHIH KOKyeB ObUT CBUIETENIEM.

B cratbe, npaBaa, JOBOJIBHO TyMaHHO TOBOPUTCS, 4TO KOKyeB cam mpucyTCTBOBaj Ha Mpolie-
Aype BOCKPEILEHHUs], YTO MOATBEPKAAET CBOUM JBOPSHCKUM CJIOBOM. MOKHO MOHSATH, YTO 32 BCEM
3TUM CKPbIBAJIaCh Kakas-To JuuHas Apama. KokyeB Tak:ke 3asBUJI, UTO JIMYHO 3HAKOM C KOJIJyHAMU U
YEPHOKHIKHUKAMH, HO Ha Mpock0y OCTporyMoBa O3HAKOMHUTH C HUIMHU U €T0 BEKJIMBO, HO Pelllu-
TeJIbHO oTKazaul. [Ipuyem ckazas, uTo Tak Oyaer Jiydie it camoro xe OcTpoaymoBa.

OctponyMoB Jasbliie pacckasbiBaeT 0 KokyeBe, HeJTIoIMMOM XOJIOCTSIKE, HEKOI/1a y4aCTBOBAB-
mieM B KpbiMckoii kammnanuu. OTCTaBHOW Maiiop, BUAMMO, caM OaJIoBaJICs YepHOW Marvei, BO BCS-
KOM CJlyyae, C ee TIOMOIIbIO TIbITajcs UcKaTh Kiaasl. Ho, kak nponndecku 3amevyaer OCTpogyMOB:
«CartaHa Tak ¥ He Jai emy OoratcTBax». [lonpoOHeli o TuuHOCTH U AessHusIX KokyeBa MOXKHO MpoYH-
TaTh B ero Tpyae «COHMHUIIE IEMOHOB YEPHBIX U OEJIBIX».
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Crarbsa OctpomymoBa KpaiiHe Bo30yauia Moe JIOOIBITCTBO. 3aX0TeIOCh CAMOMY ITO3HAKO-
MUTBCS C 3aNMCKaMH OTCTAaBHOTO Maifopa. $1 mepepbil Bce MecTHble OMOIMOTEKH, JIeal 3arpockl B
KpYIHEHIIINe KHUTOXPaHWIIUINA CTPaHbl, HO Bce Oe3pe3y IbTaTHO.

Torna s permi cbe3nuTh B JIMXOEEBKY, HO CHavYasIa MoOoJIbIe pa3y3HaTh O CaMOH JIepeBHE.
Onsare apxuBbl... CBeleHUI JOBOJBHO MaJlo, HO KaXIbI MOMAIaBIIMICA JOKYMEHT ObLT BeChbMa
TOOOTTBITEH.

Bor, Hanipumep. — MuTS KMBHYJI Ha JABEUTHIOK TOPEBOIOLMOHHYIO KapTy ye3aa. — [louemy
JluxoneeBKa CTOUT Kak OBl B IIEHTPE HECKOJIBKUX TTOMEIINYbUX BJIAICHUI, a caMa HUKOMY He ITpUHa/I-
nexut? OKas3blBaeTcs, 1eJIo B TOM, YTO HACENSUTN €€ OHO/IBOPIIbL, JIOBOJIBHO CBOEOOpa3Hasi rpyIma
PYCCKOro cBOOOIHOTO KpecThsiHCTBA. Hekorna Mx OTHOCHIM K HU3IIEMY JBOPSIHCTBY, HO MaTyIIIKa
Exareprna Bropast ocoOsIM yKa3oM mepeBesia ux B KpecThsiHe. OJJHAKO OTHOIBOPIIHI ObLIBIX BOJTb-
HOCTEH He 3a0bUTH U C IPOCTHIMU KPETIOCTHBIMH He OOJIbHO-TO SIKIIAJIHCh.

bruto ux B JIuxoneeBke coriacHo peBu3ckom ckaske 1858 roma 48 mymn myxckoro nosa. Eine
OoJiee MHTEPECHBIN JOKYMEHT — PyKOTIMCHBIN COOPHHUK JIETeH/I ¥ TIPeIaHr i Halllel T'yOepHUu, COOpaH-
HBII U 3arMcaHHbIil ceMuHapuctoM JlaBpeHtuem BozaBrkeHcKkuM. DTa ToncTas amOapHasi KHUTIa B
KOJICHKOPOBOM TIeperuieTe, UCITUCAHHAS KaJUTUrpapuIeckuM OYepKOM, MoNaaach MHE Cpey KHUT
Y JIOKYMEHTOB OBIBIIIEH ApXaHTelbCKOU IIEPKBU. APXUB 3TOH IIEPKBH HAXOAUTCS, KCTATH, B Balllei
oudnoteke, Banentuna CepreeBHa.

Tak BOT, Tam roBopurcs, 4yro npu nape Penope Moannosuue, ceine MiBana ['po3Horo, B Hamn
ye3/1 ObLIO COCJIAHO HECKOJIBKO MPEICTABUTENeH 3HATHBIX IBOPSHCKUX CeMell, OOBUHEHHBIX B €pecH
1 KOJIOBCTBE. JIuieHsl oHM ObUTM BCEX CBOMX 3eMellb M 100pa, HO HE COMOKEHBI, KaK IM0Jarajioch,
Hpasbl 1pu Pepope Moannosuye cranm nomsarye. MimenHo onu u ocHoBaiu JIuxoneesky. Bunnumo,
KOe-KaKHe CPE/ICTBA Y HUX OCTAJIMCh, TOTOMY UTO MOCTABHJIM OHU ce0e KpernKue ycaabObl U 3aKIIIH
Ha CBOM MaHep, THXO0, HO He3aBUCHUMO.

W3 Toit ke kHUTH crienyeT, uto JInxoneeBka n3gaBHa MOJb30Balach HENOOPO CIIABOM Cpeu
OKPECTHOTO HACEJICHUSI.

«B 6oxbeM Xpame penKo KTO U3 HUX ObIBAeT, — MUIIET CEMUHAPKCT, — a B CAMOM JIepeBHE
LIEPKBU HeT». XOTsI OH OrOBAapUBAETCS, UTO BCe XKUTeIU JIMX0AeeBKM KpeleHsl 10 MPaBOCIaBHOMY
o0psiny. Cemunapuct JIlaBpeHTHH, BUAMMO, 3HaJI OOJIbIIIE, YeM HAITMCA B CBOEM TPYIIE, HO 10 KAKMM-
TO MPUYUHAM 00 STOM HE PaCIPOCTPAHSIICS.

Banentuna CepreeBHa ciyiaia 3TOT paccKka3 CHauasia ¢ HalpsisKeHHBIM MHTEPeCoM, HO MocTe-
MIEHHO BCS 9Ta CTapMHAa CTaja el HajloeJaTb. 3a OKHOM JIaBHO CTOsUIa Terulasl aBrycroBckas Houb. C
YJIUIIBI HAJIETENTN HOUHbIe Oa00UKM U KPYKHIIUCH BO3JIE HACTOJILHOM JIaMITbl. BbIJIO THXO U YIOTHO, a
BCE 9TH YKaChl, KAa3aJIOCh, CYILIECTBOBAJIM TOJIbKO B BOOOPaKEHUH.

OHa noTsHy/1ach, HEYasTHHO 3a/1eJ1a CTAKaH Ha cTojie. 3BSAKHYJIA JIoXkKeuKa. MUTS IPUOCTAaHOBUIT
CBOMH paccka3 ¥ HACMEILIMBO 3aMeTu1, uTo Banentune CepreeBHe, BUIUMO, YKe HE CTPAITHO U Mopa
PacXOAUTHCS TI0 JOMAaM.

— Her, ner! — BockymkHyn 3adanyes. — [lesio BoBce He B rpaxaaHke [1eTyxoBoii, Bcst 3Ta UCTO-
pUsl IPE/ICTaBIsIeT HECOMHEHHbII NCTOPUYECKUI UHTEPEC.

— Kak 310 He BO MHe, — paccepauiach OMOIMOTEKapIa, OOWAEBINAsICS Ha CIOBO «TPak-
IaHKa». — IMEHHO BO MHE.

B komHaTte noBucna HanpsbkeHHas TUIIMHA. BanenTuna CepreeBHa MOAHSIACH U, BIJISTHYB Ha
yackl, cKa3aja:

— Hy uro x, ToBapuiu, MmHe nopa. [To3aHo yxe. Criaci0o 3a UHTEPECHBIN paccKas, HO HUKAKON
SICHOCTH OH HE BHEC: KOJIAyHbI, 30MOU — BCE ITO. ..

Ho BopoObeB He aai el JoroBOpHTh.

— Csanpre! — ckazan oH BnactHo. VI Basientnna CepreeBHa HEBOJILHO MOAYMHWIACH. — B,
Banentuna CepreeBHa, 1 He 10I03peBaeTe, B KaKOH MeperuieT nomnaiu. HackoibKo Bce 3TO Cepbe3Ho.
Bepute BbI nim He BepuTte, 9TO, KOHEYHO, Ballle AEN0, XOTs MOCie TOro, YTO ¢ BaMU IPOU3OIILIO,
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HY)XHO OBITh TIOJIHBIM KPETHHOM, YTOOBI OTPUIIATh OUeBUAHOE. f ele He Jopacckaszai Bcel 3Toi
UCTOPUH.

Crnosa BopoObeBa criibHO cMyTHIIM OMOMoTeKapiny. HarmomuHadue 00 OracHOCTH IMOJEWCTBO-
BaJIO, KaK YIIaT XOJIOJHOUN BOJIbI.

«JlagHo, — pemmia oHa, — JOCITYIIAI0 STU TIIYMOCTH JI0 KOHIIA, pa3 yXK caMa HaIpOCHIIaCh».

— Wrak, s mpoposkaio. — MUTS OTYIIWII OKYPOK B METIEbHULIE U OTXJIEOHYIT CTaKaH XOJIOAHOTO
vaio. — [Tocyie Bcex M3bICKaHMiA Ha/I0 ObUTO exarh B JInxoneeBKy. MHe OYeHb XOTEJIOCh 3TO C/eNaTh,
HO YTO-TO MOCTOSIHHO Memasio. To pasHble kuTercKre 3a00ThI, TO ellle Kakue-To Menoun. MHoraa
MHE Ka3aJloCh, YTO HEKMI BHYTPEHHHUH TroJIOC IIemyeT: He €311, MuTs, He e31u... $1 JenoBek He
CYeBEpHBIiA, OTHAKO, TIO TIpaBJie CKa3aTh, ObLJIO KaK-TO He To cede.

W TyT cy4nsioch AOBOJBHO CTPaHHOE MPOUCIIECTBUE, AaBIIee TOMYOK LIEJION IIETOYKe elle
OoJiee CTpaHHBIX COOBITHIA.

Kak-To B My3eii 3amien MoXWION TpakJaHUH JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHOW HAPYKHOCTH, HATOMUHAB-
i [Taranens us uzBectHoro ¢gpuibMa «/letu kanurtana ['panta». Tonpko B ominume ot aktepa Yep-
KacoBa OH ObUT MaJIeHbKUI U TOJICTHIA. A CXOACTBO K€ 3aKJII0YAJIOCh BO MHOKECTBE MPHCIOCO0Ie-
HUI [UTs1 JIOBJIM HACEKOMBIX, UMEBILIUXCS TIPH HEM. B pyKax JIMKOBUHHOTO CTapuKa ObLI CAYOK IS
JIoBJIM GaboveK, elre OIMH cadyok OonTascs 3a cniuHoi. Ha 60Ky Bucenu KecTsiHble KOPOOKH, KaKue-
TO MOPHJIKHU. OfieT OH ObLT B MPOCTOPHBIN MAPYCHHOBBIN KOCTIOM. J0TONHSAIa HApsI[ IIMPOKasi COJIO-
MeHHas naHama. Korjja motoM mMbl ¢ HUM IIUJTM TIO YJIUIIE, TO BUJ] €r0 BbI3bIBAJI KMBEUIIINI UHTEPEC
MIPOXOXKHX. A peOATHIIKY TaK BOOOIIE OeXalli 32 HUM CIIEIOM.

DTOT JUKOBUHHBIN Y€JIOBEK MPEACTABUICS TPOGeCCOPOM-3HTOMOJIOroM BukeHTrieM Apkajbe-
BuueM CTpyMcOM.

Bpems Obl10 HEmpocToe, M Halll OUTENbHBINA TUPEKTOP MEepPBO-HAEPBO MOTPEOOBA Y HEro
JOOKYMEHTBI. JJOKyMEHTBI OKa3aJiCh B TIOJHOM TOpPsiIKe: KOMAaHIMPOBOYHOE YIOCTOBEpEHHE, Mac-
TIOPT, ellle Kakue-To Oymaru. Beuii 1 peKoMeHaTeIbHbIe TIChbMa U3 OUeHb COJTMIHBIX YUpekICHUI
¢ pocsOoii okasbBath B. A. CTpyMcy Bcsiueckylo TIOMOIIb B ero uckanusx. [loka mupekTop pac-
cMaTpuBajl Oymaru, pa3ajicsi 3BOHOK. U Mo MouYTUTEIbHOMY TOHY AMPEKTOPA MOXHO OBLIO MOHSTh,
YTO Ha TOM KOHIIe TPOBOJA KTO-TO M3 HavalIbCTBA. Pa3roBop, BUAMMO, 1miesn Bce o ToM ke CTpymce,
MOTOMY UTO, MOJIOKUB TPYOKY, AUPEKTOP PacCHIalICs nepes MpogheccopoM METKUM OecoM.

W3 pasroBopa BbISICHIIIOCH, YTO HAIIl HOBBIF 3HAKOMBIH — CIIELIUAJIMCT [0 HOYHBIM Oaboukam. U
YTO, KaK €My CTaJIO U3BECTHO, B HAIIIMX MECTaX BCTPEYAETCs peAyaiIvil MoaBUa — 6abouka «MepT-
Bad rojiosa».

— A 171 K€ BOAUTCS TOT MOABK[? — BCTPSLT B Pa3roBOp S1.

JupekTop My3est HeJOBOJILHO HA MEHS TIOKOCHJICS.

— 371ech, HEe OYeHb JalieKO OT ropoja, ecTh AepeBHs JIuxomeeBKa, Tak, IO MOUM CBEIICHUSIM,
r71e-To BO3Jie Hee, — oTBeTUs1 CTpyMmc.

VYnomunanue o JIuxoneeBke pa3okIio MO MHTepec HeBeposiTHO. M, He oOpaiiasi BHUMaHUS
Ha HAXMYPEHHOTO TUPEKTOPA, 51 TIOJTHOCTHIO 3aBJIa/IeNl Pa3rOBOPOM.

— A oTkyga y Bac 3T cBelieHus1? — cripocu st mpodeccopa.

— Jla BOT 13 3TO¥ KHWUTH. — VI OH JOCTaI U3 TOJICBOM CYMKU — UTO OBI BHI iymMain — « CoHMUIIIe
JEMOHOB YEpHBIX M OeJIbIX» OTCTaBHOTrO Maiiopa Kokyesa.

[IpounTaB 3arnaBue KHUTH, OTTUCHYTOE 30JI0TOM Ha YEpHOM MeperuieTe, s 4yThb CO CTysa He
CBAJIHJICSL.

— Bot Bumute, — mpodeccop packpbul KHUTY U MOKa3aJl PUCYHOK TUTAHTCKOM 0a004KH, — aBTOP
yTBEPKAAET, YTO N300paXkeHUe 3TO B HATYpasibHyIo BennuuHy. U s emy Bepio, 1a, Bepio! — OH 3anaiib-
YHMBO MOBBICHII T0J10C: — OCOOEHHOCTH PUCYHKA JIOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO PUCOBAJ OH C HATyphl. [logBua 3TOT
HUTITIEC TTOKA He OIUCaH, U 51 HA/IeloCh. . .

TyT OH OCTaHOBWJICS U TIEPEBEI AyX.
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— Hy, nagHo, 06 3toM notom. OJHIM CJIOBOM, 5 TIPOIITY Batel momory. — OH ImocMoTpest Ha
aupekropa. — [Tomorute MHe 100paThest 10 3ToM JIMXOneeBKH.

— Her Huuero npoine, — ckazan qupekrop. — [ato B Bare pacriopsikenue Mutio BopoObeBa. —
OH KUBHYJI B MOIO CTOPOHY. — 3aBTpa k€ U OTHPABJISANTECH.

S mpoBonwu mpodpeccopa 10 TocTUHUIIBL. Mbl 000 BceM TOroBOpHITUCh. B KOHIIE ke s1 Habpasics
CMEJIOCTH U TTOTIPOCUJT Y HETO Ha OJIHY HOYb KHUT'Y, 32 KOTOPOM 51 TaK AOJTO U Oe3yCHENTHO OXOTHJICS.
CTpyMc BHUMATEIBHO TOCMOTPENT HAa MEHsI, HO KHUTY JIaJl, TOJIbKO IOMPOCHB KaK MOXKHO OepexHee
c Hell oOparatbes. BooOiie oH mpon3BoIMII BrieUaT/ieHHe dyaka He oT Mupa cero. OHako Ha mpo-
IIaHKe ellle Pa3 BHUMATEIBHO MOCMOTpPeST Ha MEHs1, M MHE MTOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH COBCEM HE TOT, 32 KOTO
ce0s1 BbIgaeT. JIMIo ero NpuHsIIO Cepbe3HOE U IaXKe CTPOroe BhIpakeHue.

— KoneuHo, Bce, 4TO M3JI0KEHO B 3TOM KHHIe, HEBEPOATHO, — npomonBui Ctpymc. — OiHaKko
HET OCHOBaHWIA He BepUTh aBTOpy. KoHeuHo, MHOro tymany. Ho nu4Hoe, TMYHOE HE MOXKET OBbITh
npuaymado! Bel, MOoaoit YenoBek, HaJleloch, CaMU CieJTaeTe BBIBOL.

CxBaTHB JparolieHHyI0 KHUTY, s nodesxan K cede. M Hano cka3arb, OHa AEHCTBUTEIBHO OblIa
HeoObruHOM. [lonro paccka3siBaTh 000 BCeM, YTO TaM HarmcaHo. CleniaHa oHa ObljTa B BUJIEC THEBHUKA.
ABTOp nepeiaBall YUTATEINIO BCE CBOM MepekUBaHMsI, HACTpOeHHUs U T. 1. Kpome Toro, oH yBiekasncs
Maruey, ¥ CTPaHUIIbl IEPENOTHSIIN pa3InYHble MUCTHUECKHE Maccaky. borblie Bcero Ha MeHs Mpo-
M3BeJI BIIeYaT/ieHne OUH U3 (pparMeHTOB TON HEOOBIYHOW KHUTHU. [10 cMbIciTy OH OBbLT KYJIbMUHAIIU-
OHHBIM. Y TJIABHOTO reposi (MM y aBTopa) ObliIa BO3MOOJIEHHAs!, KaK OH IHUIIET, «IeBUIla HEOECHOU
yuCcTOThl». HazpiBas1 oH ee no-pasHomy: 1o Cynamudsb, To M3ombaa, To KeneBbeBa. OJHAKO B OTHOM
MecTe TeKCTa CTOMT COBEPILIEHHO KOHKpeTHOoe uMs — Jlapbst Muxaiinosna CypuHa, 1049b COCE/ICKOTO
nomenuka. Tak BOT, MOXHO MOHSATh, uTo Cynamudnb-[laia coBceM OTCTaBHBIM MallOpOM HE WHTe-
pecoBaiack. OH ke cropai ot o0Bu. [Ipocui ee pyku y OTIIa U MOy4rI OTKa3: BUAUMO, ObLT He3a-
BUJIHBIM J)KEeHUXOM. Bripouem, 000xaHue Ha pacCTOSIHUM, OUEBHIHO, HpaBUIOCh KOKyeBy, cOBMaiano
C €ro phIIAPCKUM HJICAJIOM.

Opnnako pama niepepocia B Tparenuio. Japbs CyprHa BHe3armHo 3a601es1a U BCKOpe CKOHYa-
J1ach.

[orpsicennslit KokyeB uyTh He uiuwics paccyaka. OnHako 3a1yMan OpUrMHAJIbHBIN X0, Y
Hero ObUTH 3HAKOMCTBA Cpe/id KOIAYHOB JepeBHU JInxoneeBku. Kcratu, 0 CBOMX CBSI3SIX C HEUHCTOM
CHJION Maiop MUIIIeT BeChMa OCTOPOKHO, He Ha3bIBasi UMEH U He B/IaBasiCh B MOAPOOHOCTH. MOXKHO,
OJIHAaKO, MOHSATH, YTO BOITPOCH BOMIIEOCTBA, YaPOACHUCTBA M Mar MHTEPECOBAJIM €r0 YPe3BbIUaiiHO
Y YTO OH He ’KaJieJl Ha OBJIaJJeHue UMH HU BPEMEHU, HU CPEJICTB.

OnHUM CIIOBOM, HEUMCTAs CHJIA TIOIIUIA HABCTPEUY HECYACTHOMY.

TyTr-T0 M HauMHaercss camoe uHTepecHoe. Llepemonust Bockpemenus Jlapb MuxailloBHbI
CypuHo#1 onricaHa 0OYeHb TIOIPOOHO.

[Tpomwto yersipe AHS ¢ MOMeHTa rorpedenust. Jeno OblIo JieTom, o-MoeMy, B aBrycre. Kan-
OuIIe HaXOAWJIOCh BAAJTEKe OT JIepeBeHb M ycaneO, Ha HUUYerHOW 3emule. M3naBHa XOPOHWIA TaM
OKPECTHBIX IOMEIIUKOB U YWIEHOB UX CEMeH.

KokyeB Obu1T M3BEIIEH 3apaHee U MpUIes Ha Kiaaouile emle 3acBerio. OH I01ro CTosil y cBe-
el MOTWJIBI, Tie ObliIa MOXOPOHEHa ero Bo3iooeHHas. [ToTom mpucen nooaasb U CTal KIath.

Jlo TeMHOTBI HUKTO He MosBIsiics. Ho Kak TONMbKO CTEMHEN0, Maidop MOYYBCTBOBAJ Ha KJIa/I-
ouine kakoe-To IBMkeHue. [locTeneHHo OH cTal pa3nuyarh HeBAaJIeKe OT CBEKEH MOTHIIBI TEMHbIE
cuiyaThl. BembixHynm koctepok. B ero csere KokyeB yBuzesn, 4To MpUCYTCTBYIOT TPU JKEHIIMHBI U
OZIH MY’KUMHA, TIIyOOKHUH CTAPHK C JUTMHHBIMU CE/ILIMH BOJIOCAMH 1 C TAKOH ke O0poaoi. JKeHIIHbI
CKUHYJIU C ceOs1 OIexKTy.

Jlanpllie crefyeT onvcaHue puTyasia, TIOUTH MOJHOCTBIO COBIAAOIEe ¢ paccka3oM BaneH-
tuHbl CepreeBHbl. M 3akjMHAHWSA, W 3eJIeHBIA CTONO cBeTa... Bce 3TO ecTh M B pacckaze Mamopa.
OnHako caMoe MHTEPECHOE CITyYrIIOCh Jauibie. 3eMils, Kak nuinetr Kokyes, pacctynuiack, ¥ MOsiBU-
Jach ycommasi. JKeHIMHBI yaid Ha KOJIEHH U 3are/d Kakylo-TO CTpaHHYIo kanoOHyio necHio. Cra-
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PUK 3Ke TIOZIOLIENT K Mafopy, B3sU1 3a PyKy U nofBe K Heid. KokyeB Ha mpoTsikeHUH BCeil TPOLEAy pbl
XOTs1 U UCTIBITAJl CUJIbHEMIIIEE TIOTPSCEHUE, HO COXPaHUJI IIPUCYTCTBHE AyXa. Ternepb e CUIIbl OCTa-
BUJIM €T0, OH €/1Ba Jiepkajics Ha Horax. MeprBasi cTosiia, 3aKpbIB I71a3a, U BbIIVISIJEIA COBEPIIEHHO
Kak MpH KU3HH, TOJIbKO OblTa oueHb OeaHa. OT Hee IIe TshKeTIblid 3amax cBexeir 3emim. Hakoner
OHA OTKPbUIA I71a3a ¥ BIWJIACh OE3)KU3HEHHBIM B3MJISIOM B Maiiopa. ToT okameHnen. OH He MOT JBH-
HYTb HU PYKOH, HU HOroi. BHe3anmHo mMepTBel] MOJHSUT PyKH, TOYHO XOTes oOHATh KokyeBa. Dtoro
OTCTaBHOM Maiop yxe He BbiHec. OH moTepsi1 co3HaHue. — BopoObeB MPUOCTaHOBUII CBOM paccKas
Y BHOBb 3aKypHJL.

— A 4T0 OBLJIO aNbIIe? — ¢ KUBEHIIIUM MHTEpEeCcOM BOCKJIMKHYIa BanenTuna CepreeBHa.

— Bor Bunute, BH yXe U YBIEKJIHCh, — 3aCMesiics 3a0aiyes.

— A nanbine... oH mpumien B ce0si B KaKOR-TO KpecThsiHCKOW u30e. Bout nens. Tyt ke Haxo-
OWJICS M IaBeITHUM cenoOopoapiii ctapuk. OH KpaTko oObsicHusl KokyeBy, 4To CBOMM 0OMOpPOKOM
TOT Bce UCTIOPTMIL. V1 4TO BO3/MIOOIEHHON OOJIbIlie HUKOI/IA HE YBUIUT. «A eciu Obl TH HE COMJIEN, —
KaK BBIPA3WIICS CTapell, — TO MOTr Obl 0OPECTH HECIIBIXaHHYIO PajJoCcTh». Bce 3TO 51 BBIYMTAT B 9TOM
CTPaHHOW KHUTE, — 3aKOHYMJI CBOU paccka3 BopoObeB 1 IiyO0Ko 3aTsiHYJICS. — BbIJIO Tam eliie MHOTO
Ype3BBIYAiHO MHTEPECHBIX MECT, HAIlPUMep, PaccKka3 O TOM, KaK C IMOMOIIBI0 BOJIIEOCTBA Maiop
TIBITAJICS] UCKATh KJIA/Ibl M KaK NOYTH Hamiesa oguH. CJI0BOM, BCETO HE MepecKakelllb.

— OnHako Kakoe MopasuTeIbHOE CXOICTBO C paccka3oM BaseHtunsl CepreeBHbl, — 3aMETHII
3abanyesB.

— Jla, cXOICTBO HECOMHEHHOE. — MUTS MOTYIIWJI HAUPOCy U rocMoTpen Ha [leTyxoBy.

— EcTb B 9TOM KHUTE, IOYTH B CaMOM KOHIIE, paccKa3 O KaKOM-TO TAMHCTBEHHOM OpJEHE KOJI-
IyHOB, OynTO OBI CyIecTBYIOIIeM Ha Pycu ¢ HezanmamsTHBIX BpeMeH. KoKyeB yTBepik1aer, 4To HeKo-
I71a BCe OKKYJ/IbTHBIE HAYKU ObLIM pa3paboTaHbl ¥ IOBE/ICHHI JI0 COBEPILIEHCTBA Iie-To Ha BocToke, mo-
BUAMMOMY, B BaBuione. A yx oTTyna, py MOMOIIM XaJIECKMX MaroB, pa3HECEHBI [10 BCEMY CBETY.
B ucropun Poccum Bce 3TH TaiiHble CHITBI UTPaTM OOJIBINYIO, XOTSI U HEBUAMMYIO HEMIOCBSIILICHHBIM,
POJIb. ABTOpP MPUBOAUT HECKOJIBKO UCTOPUYECKUX IPUMEPOB, KOI/IA, IO €r0 MHEHUIO, He 000ILIOCH
6e3 KonIoBcTBa. YnTall s1 KHUTY BCIO HOUb. A HEKOTOPBIE MECTa MEePeunThIBAN 10 HECKOJIBKY pa3 U
HHUKaK HE MOT MOHSTh: YTO 3TO — MUCTU(DUKAIIMSI, UCTIOBE/Ib CYMACIIE/IIIETr0 UM peaibHble COOBITHS,
MIPUYYTUBO MEPEIJIETEHHbIE C MUCTUKON?

MosxeT ObITh, OTBET JACT MpEeACTOsIIIAs moe3aka B JIuxoneeBky?

N Bor Ha cnenyloiee yTpo s yxke Bo3jie TOCTMHULB nopxkugalo Ctpymca. Mbl ycinoBuIMCh
BCTPETUTHCSI B BOCEMb... M pOBHO B BOCEMb BHIXOAWUT BukeHTHiII ApKkaabeBWy, a psSAOM C HUM
3I0POBEHHBIN MaJiblii, OOBEITAHHBI CyMKaMH U piok3akamu. YBugena CTpyMc MeHs, MaxHYJ 3TaK
HEeOpeKHO PYKOH, MoA3bIBast, a caM — K «[lobeze», uto crosyia y rocTHUIbL. Y 1eThHa ¢ cyMKamu
32 HUM.

— 3HakombTech, Murts, — ropoput Ctpymc, — 310 Mo accucteHT Hukonait Eroposuu benos,
MOXHO 11pocto Kojs.

Irot Kosst Mommya cyet MHe pyKy, rpy3uT Beliu B «IToGejty», caTuTcst 3a pyJib, M Mbl TPOTaeMCsl.
BepHyn 51 eMy KHUTY, ¥ BBIIIEN Y HAC MTPETIOOOIBITHBIN pa3roBop.

Ctpymc MeH$ CripalliMBaeT, MOJI, KaKOBO BIIeUaTJIEHUE.

Hy cran g emy uznarare cBou Mbiciiu. OH CUANUT, XMBIKA€T TaK, HE MOMMEIlIb, HE TO CMEeTcs,
He To coMHeBaercs. [lotom cnpaivBaer:

— A BBl 00paTHJI BHUMaHHE Ha TO MecTo, T1e KokyeB pacckasbiBaeT 00 opsieHe KONIyHOB?

— Kak xe, — roBopio, — ooparui. Tprskasl mepeunral.

— Hy u uTO ke BBl 110 3TOMY 1OBOAY AymMaeTte?

— V3BuHUTE, — TOBOPIO, — JYMAaIo, 4TO BCE ITO Opelt.

— Bpen, 3HaunT? — nepecnpanmsaer oH. — A Bockpetenue aesutibl CyprHoi Toxe Open?

TyT 51 pactepsuicsi. He Mory ToKoM BbIpa3UTh CBOMX UYBCTB.
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— Ara, MomuuTe, — KOHCTaTUpYyeT npodeccop. — A ckaxute, Muts, camu-To Bbl 00 37011 JIuxo-
JeeBKe YT0-HuOY/Ib 3HaeTe?

Sl maBaii paccka3piBaTh 00 UCTOPUH, UTO 51 B JETCTBE CJIBIIIAI, O CBOMX U3BICKAHUSX. .. YIIOMSI-
Hyn o ctatbe OcTpoaymoBa B «Pycckoii crapune». OH KMBaeT: YuTai, Mo, 3Hao.

Sl pacckazan o pyKonmucHO#M KHure ceMuHapucta Bosnsuxkenckoro. ITpodeccop 3aunTepeco-
BaJICS Upe3BbIYaiiHO. JlocTan GIOKHOT, 3armica BKpaTiie OCHOBHBIE (hakThl. Paccrpocuii, Kak MOKHO
YBUZIETb STOT TPYI.

Tak Mbl 1 eieM. OH TO paccIparmBaeT, TO TOMaJIKUBAET, YTO-TO OOAYMbIBAET.

TyT 1 1 eMy BoIpoc 3aJaro:

— A camu-T1o Bbl, BukeHTHi1 ApKagbeBuy, 4To Jymaere 000 BCeld 3TON ucTopuun?

—Yro gymaio? A Hudero He nymaio. [lprenem Ha MecTo, TaM ¥ AymaTh OyzieMm.

U Bot MbI B JIuxoneeBke. K MoeMy yIuBIEHUIO, OCTAHOBWINCH HE B ICPEBHE, a OThEXAB OT HEe
C MOJIKMJIOMETpa. 3aeXajy B JieC M PacIoIOKWINCh Ha HEOOJBINOW YIOTHOW TOJIsTHe. MoTJyaBmii
Kons mocran u3 GaraxkHMKa MajaTky, Ja Kakylo-TO XUTPYIO, KaKOH s HUKOrma He Bujenl. fApkyio,
MIPOCTOPHYIO, C TEHTOM, MaTparibl HagyBHbIe. CIIOBOM, Bce MHOCTPAHHOE. BBICTpEeHbKO, CHOPOBHCTO
BCE YCTAaHOBWJI. 3arisiCHbE.

— INoxxuBeM AeHeK-apyro Ha npupope, — roBoput Ctpymc. — Yem B IyliHOM U30e ¢ Tapaka-
HaMU J1a KJIOTIAMH, JIyYIlle Ha CBEXEeM BO3JlyXe, BOH KpyroM Kakas O1aroiars.

[Nepexycram Mbl HACKOPO. A TOTOM MPOdeccop C ACCHCTEHTOM B JieC coOpasiuch. Basiim cBou
CavyK| [y1s JIOBIM 6abouek, cHacTh BesKylo. [lotom sy, y Komm kakasi-to mryka Bpojie MHHOMC-
KaTeJsi, C HayIIHUKaMH, TOJIbKO KOMITAKTHEe.

— A 3710 4TO, — ClipalMBaw, — y Bac Takoe?

— D10, — rooput CTpyMc, — MPUOOP IJIsI ONIPE/ICICHNsI TeOMAarHUTHBIX MOJEH.

— Tax BB ke He pU3MKY.

— He ¢usuku, — noareep:xaaer npogeccop, — HO 9TOObI Bbl 3HAJIM, MOJIOON YeJIOBEK, UMEHHO
B MeCTaX T€OMAarHUTHBIX aHOMAJIUI U BOOUTCS 0ab0UuKa, KOTOPYIO MBI UilleM. TakoBa 0COOEHHOCTh
BHUJIa «MEPTBasi FOJIOBA».

Hy 4ro x, 00BbsICHUIM MHE TIONYJISPHO, s 1 JoBoJieH. [lepes yxomom nmpodeccop MHE TOBOPHT:

— Bbl, MuTs, 1aeko OT MaIlIvHBI He YXOUTE, MaJIO JIM YTO. ..

— A 1, BukeHTHii ApKa/ibeBUY, B IEPEBHIO XOTEJ CXOAUTb.

— 3aueM 310?

— Hy Tak, moroBoputh ¢ MECTHBIMH JKUTEJISIMH, MOTJISIETD, UTO 32 JIMxoneeBka Takasi.

— Bot uto, Murs, — roBopuT nipodeccop, — Mbl ¢ BalllIM JUPEKTOPOM JIOTOBOPUJIUCH, YTO BbI
TMIOJIHOCTBIO TOCTYTMAeTe B MO pacnopsikeHre. Tak BOT 51 O4eHb MpOIIy, Jake HACTAUBAIO, BBHITION-
HSIUTE TO, YTO s BaM CKazas, 63 MeHs] HUKAKMX CAMOCTOSITENIbHBIX BBUIA30K HE MPeANpUHUMANTE.

— Jla 4TO 32 TAMHCTBEHHOCTH TaKasi! — BOSMYTHJICS 1.

— ] HacTauBal, — TMXO MOBTOPUJI ITPOeccop, ¥ ObLIO UTO-TO TAKOE B €70 TOHE, YTO ST 3aMOJTYAL.

Tyt nonoren accucreHT Koss, Moya, Kak-To COOKY MOCMOTpEN Ha MeHsI, TOYHO TPUMEpH-
BaJICs1, Kak OBl IOJIOBYEE YAAPUTb.

— Bri He oOmxkaiiteck. — [Ipodeccop morpemnan MeHs 1o 1y1evy. — Bel HaM CKOpO MOHA100UTECh
Y He ToXkajeeTe, YTo MOeXau.

Vi onu. «3re, — [yMaio, — Jia OHM MEHsI BMECTO CToposka B3suin». Ho nenats Heuero. [Toxo-
IWJ TIO TIOJSTHKE, 3aJe3 B MaJlaTKy, MOBAJISJICS Ha HAAYyBHBIX MaTparax. B3sil KHUXKKY, TOUUTA. . .
CremHeno, TyT U oHu nosiBuKCh. [Ipocdpeccop unet Becensiii. HaneBaet uto-To.

51 ¢ paccripocamu He J1e3y, Toxke MoT4y. 3anamid koctepok. Jocran Komst npoBusuio, risky,
KOHBSTYOK TIOSIBWIICS. A Beuep TUXUH, OJHUM CIIOBOM, YIOBOJIbCTBUE TOJTHOE.

— To1 661, MuTs1, 6€3 TMPUKH, — TepedrIT paccKkazurka 3adanyeB, — BpeMs ro3jHee, Basentinna
CepreeBHa ycraia.
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— Her, ner, Muts, — paccka3biBaiiTe Bce, YTO CUATAETE HYKHBbIM! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia BaneHTruHa
CepreeBna. OHa HAaCTOJILKO 3aMHTEPECOBAIACH ITOW UCTOPUEH, UTO 3a0bl1a 000 BCeM Ha CBETe.

— 3HauuT, a1 npoaospkato. Tak npomwio aea qHsA. Ctpymc u Komst ¢ yTpa yxoauiau B Jiec, BO3-
BpallaJIMCh YK€ 3aTEMHO, HUYETO ONPEEIEHHOIO He PaccKa3plBaid. MHe YepTOBCKY HAJ/I0€JI0 TaKoe
BpeMsIperpoBoxaeHre. Tem Oosee 4To HU OIHOM KMBOM JIyIIH 32 9TO BpeMs B JIECy HE BCTPETHIL.
Ho s momuan.

Ha tpetbe yTpo npodeccop mpukazan MHe UATH ¢ HUMU. To ecTh, KOHEUHO, He TIpUKa3all, a
MONIPOCHJI, HO BCE PABHO CKa3aHO 3TO ObLIO YEJIOBEKOM, MPUBBIKIIIMM MOBEJIeBaTh. 1 JaBHO MOHSL,
yto u Ctpymc, u Kosnsi, KoHeYHO, He SHTOMOJIOTH, HO KTO OHM Ha CAaMOM JIeJie, OIpeJeIUTh HE MOT.

$1 OBLT HEe HACTOJIBKO TITYII, YTOOB MPUHUMATh UX 32 MHOCTPAHHBIX IIIMTUOHOB, XOTs HA MEPBHIN
B3[JIsA]] UX CHAPSIKEHUE BBI3BIBAJIO M0A03peHre. Bo3MokHO, OHM U3 «OpraHoB», HO BukeHTuii Apka-
IbeBUY OBUT CIIUIIIKOM WHTEJUTUTeHTeH, na u Ko, HecMoTpst Ha ero rabapuThl M MOIYATUBOCTD,
BU/IMMO, OTHIOZIb HE KOCTOJIOM. §I Tepsiiicst B goragkax. OJjHaKo ¢ Bompocamu OOJIbIIe He Jie3.

Hckomouast erkyio ccopy B MEpBbI JieHb, KOH(MIMKTOB y HAC He Obu10. OTHOCHIIUCH OHU KO
MHE MMOJYEPKHYTO JAPYKeTI0OHO, HUIYTh He cTaBs ceds Boiie. C MomdamuBbiM Kosiell Mbl B ITepBbIii
’Ke Beuep CpasuiICh B IIaXMaThI IpH cBeTe (poHapuka. [IpudyeM urpas oH 3HAYUTESTHHO JTydIlie MEeHS.

Wtak, yTpoM MbI OTIIPaBIITUCH B Iy Th. Ha 3TOT pa3 HUKAKKMX CAYKOB HE B3SUIH, 4, KPOME JIaBelll-
Hero nmpuodopa, MOXOkKEro Ha MUHOKMCKATE b, IIPUXBATHIIN eIlle JBa HEOOJBIINX SIIUKa, HAIOA00me
TeX, B KOTOPBIX HOCST reofie3nyeckue MHCTpyMeHThl. Kpome Toro, u3 Garaxxauka «[lodempr» Kons
JOCTAaJI IBE CariepHble JIOMATKHU U TOXE B3I UX C COOOM.

WAty npuiiiock TOBOJILHO JOJTO, TPUMEPHO Yaca MoiaTopa. Mou MOMyTYMKU JOPOTY 3HAIA
XOPOIIO U YBepeHHO 1K yepe3 Jiec. COCHOBBIN O0p, Yepe3 KOTOPBIN MBI IIarajiu, ObUT TIOJIOH TITH-
ybero medera. JIeto 6b110 B caMoOM pasrape, ¥ TO TYT, TO TaM CPelv TPaBhI M OTaBIIEH XBOU MEJTbKAJIH
KYCTHKU 3eMJISTHUKH CO CTIeJIBIMHU COYHBIMU sirojiaMu. HakoHer jiec opezie, ¥ Mbl BBIIILTA Ha OTPOM-
HYIO TIOJISIHY, 1aXke ckopee HeOoJbIoe nose. S cpa3dy MoHsI, YTo nepe HaMH KJIaJ0uIle, TO caMoe
Kyaaowuie, onvcanHoe B «COHMMUIINE IEMOHOB YepHBIX U Oenbix». Jla, na, Banentnna CepreeBHa,
MMEHHO Ha HeM Bbl ¥ ObUTH. HO TOJTBKO BBI MOAOILIM K HEMY C IPYroro Kpasi, Co CTOPOHHBI OOJIOTA.

Wtak, BOT OHO, TAMHCTBEHHOE KJIAIOUITIE, MECTO KYTKUX MPOUCIIIECTBUM. [IpU3HAIOCH, 51 UCITHI-
THIBAJI HE COBCEM IPUATHOE YyBCTBO, CTyIast HA ero TeppuTopuio. OJHAKO MO CITYTHHKU HUKAKUX
SMOIUI He BhIpaxaar. OHU MOJTYA IIarajiv Cpear MOTHIT M HAArpOOUiA.

4 mootcran. Kpyrom 6buto cronbko uHTepecHoro. Knanouie crapunHoe. [JOBOJIBHO MHOTO
MaMSATHUKOB, CY/s IO aTaM, BBICEUSHHBIM Ha HUX, OTHOCHJIOCHh K BOCEMHAIIATOMY BeKy. Buanmo,
31ech ObUTH 1 OoJiee paHHUe HaArpoOusi. Koe-rae BUaHEMCh OrpoMHbIE YepHbIE KPECTHI C eJie 3aMeT-
HBIM, BBIPE3aHHBIM Ha JIepeBe JIPEBHUM TOJIYyCTAaBOM.

Boo0bire Haanvcu Ha OOJBIIMHCTBE MAMSATHUKOB YMTAJIMCh C TPYJIOM, TaK CIJIAJUIIA UX BpeMs
Y Heroroya.

Tak 51 XomuJI cpey 3aryCTeH s, IIOKa He YCIIBIIIAT OKPHK:

— 91, Mur4, nasaii ciona!

Mowu TOBapHIIY CTOSIM BO3JIe TTPU3EMUCTOrO KUPIIMYHOTO CTPOSHUSI, OKA3aBIIErocs CKJIeTIOM
nBopsiHckoro poaa KokyeBbix. Cpequl MiMeH, BBICEYCHHBIX HA YepHON MPaMOPHOM JIOCKe, ObLIO U
uMs Moero 3HakoMua: «MBan AnosuioHoBuuy KokyeB — maiiop ot nH(panTepuu, repoil KpeiMckoit
KaMIIaHUM» .

— Bor oH riie moxopoHeH, orctaBHo# Mariop KokyeB, — ckazan Ctpymc. — B Mecte Tak Jo6e3HOM
ero MeJIaHXOJIMYeCKoH aymie. A Bo3mooOieHHas ero, aesuna lapps CyprHa, COBCEM HEJAJIEKO JICKHUT.

— MoxerT, ¢ Hee 1 HauHeM, BukenTuit ApkaaseBud? — cripocui Koss.

—Ioxanyii... — [Ipoceccop 3a1yMunBO NOCMOTpEI IO CTOpOHaM. — [Toxkaiyil, c Hee U HauHeM.
Nrak, HamMu OBUTO BBISIBJICHO ceMb aHOMaHi. OTHa U3 HUX — MOTHJIa BO3TIOOIEHHON Maiiopa. DToro
¥ CJIeI0BAJIO 0KUAaTh. KOHEUHO, TAaKMX aHOMAJIMH TOJKHO OBITh 3HAYUTEIIEHO OOJTbIIE, HO KJIaA0HIIe
OYeHb OOJIBINIOE, /1A M YYBCTBUTEILHOCTh HAIIIETO «JIOKATOpa» OCTaBJISIET JKeJaTh JIyUIllero.
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— Yto Bce-Tak MPOUCXOOUT? — He BhIAEPXKaNT 5. — MBI UTO, MPUIILIH JIOBUTH clofia 6abouek?
Heyxenn nMeHHO 371eCh BOIUTCS «MEpPTBas TOJIOBa» ?

— Moxer, mepTBasi, a MOKET, U HE MEPTBasi, — PACCESTHHO cKa3aJl Mpogeccop, — 3TO Mbl ceryac
IIPOBEPUM.

— BukeHtuii ApkaabeBud, Ha0 Obl eMy OOBSICHUTD, — HEOKUIAHHO CKa3aa MomayH Kojs.

— Koneuno, koHeuHo, — crioxBatuiicss Ctpymc. — Tak BoT, ToBapuil BopoObeB, Bbl, KOHEYHO,
JOTabIBAJIICh, YTO MBI HUKAKHE€ HEe SHTOMOJIOTH, XOTsI, HaJJO MPU3HAThCS, 0A00UKHM — MOsI CTPaCTh.
Ho tem He mMeHee Mbl YeCTHbIE COBETCKHME JIIOAM, OTHIOAb HE IIMMOHBI, KAK MOXET MOKa3aThCs Ha
nepBbi B31AA. Ho Bam-To He nmokazasnoch?

A momyait.

— Hy BoT 1 oT7tmuHO, — mpopoikan nmpodgeccop. — Padoraem mbt ¢ Hukonaem EropoBuyem, — on
KHMBHYJI HA aCCUCTEHTA, — Kak Obl BaM CKa3arh. .. B OMHOM Hay4YHO-UCCIIE0BATEIbCKOM YUPEKICHUH,
3aHMMAIOIIEMCSI HEKOTOPBIMHU. .. HY, CKa)KeM, MaparncuxojoruuecKuMu rnpoodiaeMamu. [ndb, nogyma-
eTe Bbl, OTHAKO OIIMOeTeCh. YUpexkJeH!e Hallle He peKJIaMUpPYeTCsi, BBl 3TO, KOHEYHO, [IOHUMAETe U,
HaJeIoch, He OyzieTe apuIMpoBaTh Hallle 3HAKOMCTBO. — TyT JIMIIO ero Kak Obl 3aTBEpIesIO U IPUHSIIO
KECTOKOE BbIpaskeHHe. — 3Haio, He Oyaere. Tak BoT. Bce 3T jiereHpl, moBepbsi, KAK Mbl CUUTAEM,
MMEIOT 110J] COOO0# BIOJIHE peasibHyIo MouBy. KcTtatu, MHCTUTYTHI, TOJOOHBIE HAIIIEMY, UMEIOTCS M Ha
3anazge. CkaxeM, HEJABHO B IeYaTh MIPOCOUYIIIUCH CIYXH 00 MCCIIEI0OBAaHMAX aMEepPUKAaHIIEeB, Kacaio-
IIUXCS1 3HAMEHUTBIX 30MOU, Bbl, HABEPHOE, CIIBIXQJIU O HUX.

S kuBHYyN ronoBor. CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE MHTEPECHEE.

— Heuto nogo6Hoe BeTpevaercs Uy Hac. Ml ¢ ToBapuiiieM BesloBbIM ¢ MOMOIIBI0 TPUOOPOB
OOHAPYKWIJIM Ha 3TOM KJIaJOMIIE CEMb MECT, T7e, IO HAIIIMM IPEATOIOKEHUSIM, MOTYT HaXOAUTHCS
TaK Ha3bIBaeMble OMOPOOOTHL. KOHEUHO, CII0BO «OMOpOOOT» B JAHHOM ClTyyae He COBCEM TOYHO Tepe-
JA€eT CYTb SIBJIEHUS1, HO, HA MOM B3IJIsA[l, OHO BCE K€ JIyYIlle 3BYUUT, YEM UYKJO€ HALLIEMY CJIYXY CIOBO
«30MOU».

Wrak, 31ech nop 3emJielt Jieskat 0ObEKTHI, Ubsl KU3HEJESITEIbHOCTD 3aMeJIeHa MOYTH JI0 HYJIS,
HO C TIOMOIIIBI0 OCOOBIX YCJIOBHM MX MOKHO pPEaHUMHPOBaTh. YCJIOBUS 9TU HaM Heu3BecTHbL. Kto
3TUM 3aHUMAETCs], Mbl JlorajpiBaeMcs. Mex Iy npouum, Mo 31oil camoit JIuxoneeBke elle B KOHILIE
JEBSITHA/IIIATOTO BeKa COCTaBJIeH MOAPOOHEHIIINIA CeKPETHBIN JOKJIal, X pAaHUBIIHIACS B apxuBax Tpe-
THETO OTJEJICHHS U YUTAHHBIH, Cy/Isl IO COOCTBEHHOPYYHBIM IIOMETKAaM, CAMUM HapeM AJIEKCaHIpOM
II.

Mex 1y TpOYrM, COCTABMII 3TOT IOKJIA]L ITPUBAT-A0LEHT OCTPOIyMOB, U3BECTHBIN BaM 110 ITy0-
mukanuu B «Pycckoil ctapune». KcraTu ckazarhb: Takux 3710BeIUX MecT, Kak JIuxoaeeBka, B Poccuu
ObLTO ere Heckonbko. Hy na magHo, 00 3TOM motoM. A ceidvac K jaeny. HyXKHO BCKpPBITh MOTHITY
nesuiibl CyprHOM, 32 TUM MbI U TTPUILLIH.

[ToTpsicenHblil ycIbIIaHHBIM, 51 HE 3HAJI, UTO U cKa3aTb. [loaToMy s1 mpomonyan B ouepeiHon
pas, B35UT CallepHyIo JIONIATKY U TOILJIeNICs 32 MOMMHM ToBapuIiamu. JKu3Hb y MeHs ObUla JOBOJIBHO
nectpasi. [Ipruxoquaoch 3aHUMAThCSl PA3HBIMM, MHOTJA HECKOJBKO HEOOBIYHBIMHU 3aHSITUSMH, HO
MOTWJIBL 5 I0 TOrO He BCKpbIBaJ. HO KOMM 3TO HAlO COBETCKOM HayKe, OTYero Obl HE BCKPBITh.
OpnHako Ha ayie cKpeOsnu Komku. M BOT Mbl cTOMM Tiepe]] MaMsTHUKOM JeBulbl CypuHOi. D10
MOKOCUBIIIASICS TIOpUUYECKast KOJIOHKa 13 6estoro Mpamopa. Ee, BUTUMO, KTO-TO TIBITAJICST PACKPHITh,
MOTOMY UYTO YacTh KOJIOHKH ObliIa OTOMTA M BaJIsIachk TYT ke. Mbl ¢ Hukonaem B3smich 3a JIOMATKH.
[TouBa B 3TOM MecTe OblIa TIeCUYaHO|, padoTa ABUTANACh OBICTPO, OIHAKO MPOIIO HE MEHbIIIE ABYX
YacoB, MOKa Mbl JOKOMAJIUCh 10 TpoOa. Hakoner Bbuie3nu u3 simbl, 3aKypuid. CTpymc, He IPUHU-
MaBIIHIA YYaCTUsI B PACKOIKAX, CUJIEJ TYT ke Ha KaKOM-TO uypOaHe.

— Hy uro, 6ynem BckpbiBath, BukenTtuit ApkaaseBud? — crpocuit Koitsi.

— A Henb3s JIU BBIBOJIOYB rpod HaBepx ? — crpocuit CTpymc.

— Her, Bpsn n, coBceM TPYXJISIBBIM, [1a U HE TOJLIETIUIIIb.

— Hy torna siomaii kpbiky, Kosns.
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Komst B3511 HEOOMBIION JJOMUK M CHOBA CIyCTWJICS B MOTWTy. Pazfasicst Xpycr, Kakoi ObIBaer,
KOTJa pa3laMbIBalOT HACKBO3b TPYXJIsIBOE OpeBHO. MBI CrpyAMIMCh y Kpasi MOTHJIBI M 3arjIsTHYIH
BHYTpb. $1, €CTECTBEHHO, OXMIall YBUJETh CKEJIeT, HO B TIEPBbIi MOMEHT yBUjEN KaK Obl TYCTYIO
KHCEI0, 3aKPBIBABILYI0 BEPXHIOI MOJIOBUHY Tesa ymepiiel. «[lnecenb», — HakoHel MOHS 1.

— Kons, HazsieHb nepyatku 1 pecnuparop! — KpUKHYJ ipodeccop.

3710 OBUIO WCHOMHEHO. ACCUCTEHT OCTOPOXKHO CHSUT LIAMNKY IUIECEHU, U Mbl YBUJIESH TO, UTO
HeKor/a ObUIO JIMIIOM MOJIOON KPACUBOM JIEBYIIIKH.

MosxeT ObITh, Bbl BHIEIH B apXeoJOrnyeckux mysesx Mymuu? Tak BOT JuIo Tpymna ObUIO
JIMIIOM MyMHU. BUIOM 1 IBETOM OHO HarmoMuHaso 0osblnoe neyeHoe s16;10ko0. Ho Oblia B HeM ogHa
crpanHocTb. [lepBoii ee 3ametmn Kosns. C Boriem: «OHa cMOTPUT, OHa CMOTPUT!» — OH B yXkace
BBICKOYWJT U3 SIMBI.

W pefictBUTENIBHO, Y MyMUU OBUTH IIIMPOKO PACKPHITHI )KUBBIE IJ1a3a.

— CnokoiiHo, Konsa! — 3akpuyan Ctpymc. OH Toxe 3aMeTHO TIOOJIeJHe T, HO Jep:KaJiCsl OTHO-
CHUTEJILHO CITIOKOIHO.

Kak BbIrmsizien s, CO CTOpPOHBI CKa3aThb HE MOT'Y, HO, AyMalo, He JIy4Ille aCCUCTEHTa, KOTOPHIH
ObLT COBEPIIIEHHO CEePBIi.

Ctpymc 1ocTalt MOIIHBIA (pOHAPH U TIOCBETHII B IMY. DJIEKTPUYECKUH CBET OJIeCHYJT B IIIUPOKO
PacKpBITHIX Ia3ax. MepTBer| cMOTpes Ha Hac. Barsag ObuT ImycToit U Oe3HaIeKHBIN, MOKHO OBLIO
TMOJIyMaTh, YTO I71a3a 3T C/IEJIAHbl U3 CTEKJIA.

B nepBy1o MUHYTY Takasi MBIC/Tb MEJIbKHYJIA U Y MEHSI.

— Wrak, — ckazan CtpyMmc, — MPeArnoIokeHus moaTBepawnch. [lepen Hamu O6MOpOOOT, Win
30MOU, BHIOMpATe, UYTO BaM OOJTbIIIe HPABUTCA. XOTsI, KOHEYHO, HY’KHO IIPOBEPUTH, MOKET OBITh, 3TO
BCEro-HaBcero MymuduuupoBaHHbiil Tpyn. laBaii-ka, Hukonaii Eroposuy, n3mepum Haiuei kpaca-
BUIIE TEMIIEPATypYy.

Kons nocran u3 simuka oy U3 NpuOOPOB U HEPEIIUTENBHO BCTAT Y MOTAJIBL.

— Yo, Goutbest? — cripocut CTpymc.

— Jla He 1o 4TOOHI OOI0Ch, BukeHTHII ApKaapeBUY, a Kak-To He 1o cede.

— Hy, nagaii s1. — [Ipodeccop HEOKUAAHHO JIETKO ISl CBOETO BO3PACTa CITYCTHJICS B SIMY.

Kons nopan emy npudop. [lnu munyThl. HakoHelr mpodeccop pazodyapoBaHHO IMPOU3HEC:

— Temmniepatypa Tena COOTBETCTBYET TEMIIEpaType OKPYKAIOIIEH Cpe/bl.

— A maza, rmaza?! — 3akpuuan Kosms.

— I'maza Ha cBer He pearwpyioT, Aaii-ka MHe 30H[. [lompoOyeMm ompenenuTh TeMIepaTrypy
BHYTpH Tena. Tak, moxoxe, HeOombInas pasHUIa ectb. HesHaumrtenbHas, HO Bce xe. OJHAKO BO3-
MOKHO, 9TO PE3yJ/IbTaT TJCHUS TKAHEH.

— Kakoe mienue. — Ko ckentnyecku XMbeIKHYJL. — Tpyny oyt cro jiet. Bce 1aBHBIM-1aBHO
JOJKHO PACCHINaThCs B Tpax.

— He Ttopornucs. .. — [Ipoeccop 3agyMunBoO CKIOHMIICS Haf TpynoM. — [laii-ka MHe Orooka-
TOP.

W B 3Ty MUHYTY psIIOM C HAMU pa3jajicsl HE3HAKOMBIH TOJIOC:

— A 4eM 3TO BBI, Tpak/laHe, TyT 3aHUMAeTeCh?

[Tpu3Hatock, OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH 51 UyTh He CBAIIICS B siMy. Koist Toxxe ObUIT MOTpsICeH, TOTOMY
YTO C UCITYTY BHIPOHKJI U3 PyK OMOJIOKATOP.

Ms1 o6epHyuch. [lepen HaMu CTOsT OOBIYHBI MUJIMIIMOHEP B CUHEW (pypaxke ¢ KpacHBIM
OKOJIBIIIIEM, C TIOJIEBOM CYMKOU 1 KOOypo# Ha 60Ky. Ha ruredax ero OpUIM TIOrOHBI CTAPITIHHBIL.

— Urak, 51 IOBTOpSII0, TPaXKJaHe: YTO TYT MPOUCXOOUT? — CKa3aJl MIJIUIIMOHEP O(PUIIMATIBHBIM
TOHOM. Bpone Hu4yero oco6eHHOro, OOBIYHBIA MIJTMIIMOHEP, OTHAKO YBHIETh €r0 3/1eCh, TOCPEeIH
Jieca, BAAIU OT HACEJICHHBIX IyHKTOB MbI HUKaK He oxuganu. [loatomy mbl ¢ Koneit crosu u cMoT-
penu, BHITApAIUB I71a3a HAa TIPE/ICTABUTENs BIACTH.
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Tonbko npogeccop He pacrepsuicsi. OH HETOPOIUIMBO BbUIE3 U3 SIMBI M TIOOUIES K MUJIMLIMO-
Hepy.

— Mp1 paboTHUKY AKageMuu Hayk, — cka3ai eMmy CTpymc CIIOKOIHO. — Beniem 371ech pacKoIKH.
Komns, mocranp Haimm 10KyMeHTH. BOT pa3pelieHre OoT COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX BEJOMCTB, KCTaTH, U OT
00JIACTHOTO yIpaBJIeHUs] BHYTPEHHUX JeJT Ha MPOBEICHUE PACKOIIOK.

W oH npoTsiHYyT 10KyMEHThl MIIHAIMOHEPY. OIHAKO MUJMUITMOHEP JIOKYMEHTHI T0YeMY-TO He
B3su1. OH CTOS11, IEpEeMUHAsICh C HOTH Ha HOT'Y, ¥ CTapaTeIbHO OTBOIMII B3IJISI] B CTOPOHY.

Sl obpatii1 BHUMaHKE Ha ero JIMIO. DTO ObUT MOJIONOH NapeHb JIeT ABAAATU—/ABALATH JBYX,
C BECHYIIIYATHIM 3arOpeJibiM JIUIIOM, U3-11071 (Y PakKH TOpUAT phIKEBATHIN 4y0, HO BOT IJ1asa. .. [ J1a3a
ObLM Kakue-To Hexopoiue. Ctapueckue ObUIH 1J1a3a, Oesechie W BBIBETIINE, TOUHO BaJIeNell IIis-
e UMM Ha OeJIblid CBET MHOTO-MHOTO JIeT.

He oOpamas Ha Hac BHUMaHUsl, OH MOAOIIEN K MOTHJIE, IJISIHYI BHU3. 3aJyMYMBO MOKaYa
T'OJIOBOIA.

— Vuensle, 3Haunt. Japsio Beikonaim. Hexopomo.

VYcipixaB, YT0 MIJIMITMOHED 3HAET UMsI IOKOWHHMIIBI, MbI TIEPETTISIHYJIUC.

— A BBl caM# KTO? — OCTOPOXHO cripocuii CTpymc.

— d-10? {1 3nenHuii y4acTKOBBIM.

— A Ha JOKYMEHTHI Balllil TO3BOJITE B3IJISIHYTh.

— JIOKYMEHTBI MOM. .. — MUJIMIIMOHEDP TIOYEMY-TO TIOJIOKHUI PYKY Ha KOOypy.

Kpaem rnaza s 3ametnst, kak Kosst Bech HaNpyKMHWICS U CYHYJT PYKY 3a Ma3yxy.

— JIOKyMEHTBl MOM, 3HAYWT... — MOBTOPWJI MWIMIMOHEP. OH KPyTO MOBEPHYJCS M OBICTPO
niorres mpoyb. [ToToM BIpYr OCTaHOBUJICS, OIJISIHYJICA U, TSI B CTOPOHY, CKazal: — A Jlapbsi-To K
BaM CErofiHsl B TOCTU cama IMpueT.

CkazaB 3710, OH OBICTPO 3aIIarai ¢ KjIagouIia.

— 3anepxu ero, Kons! — kpuknyn npodeccop.

Koms pBaHyscst K MUJTMITMOHEPY, BHIXBATUB M3-3a NTa3yxu NMHCToseT. OH MOYTH HarHaj ero, HO
BAPYI MIJIMIIMOHEP HEM3BECTHO KaK OKasajics HaMmHOro Briepenu. OH He Oexal, a mei ObICTPhIM
maroM. Kak 310 mosmyuniocs, s v Terepb He moHumalo. Kossi cHoBa pBaHyJicsi 32 HUM, TIPH 9TOM OH
HECKOJIbKO pa3 BhICTpesvII B BO3AyX. Ho mpeciienyemMslil He 0OpaTvil Ha BHICTPEJTbl HUKAKOTO BHUMA-
HUSL.

Bckope oH 6b11 mouTH y onyIku jieca. Torga Kosst, 6exaBinmii 3a HUIM BO BECh JIyX, OCTaHO-
BUWJICSI, BCKMHYJI ITUCTOJIET U C/eJall HECKOJIBKO BBICTPEJIOB MO ynasnsomnieiics: purype. Ho Bce Obu1o
HarpacHo. MUJIMILIMOHEp HCYes.

— Yro ke 310, BukeHTnit ApkaabeBud? — MpepbIBAIOIIMMCS TOJI0COM CIIPOCUJI 3aIlbIXaBIIMICS
Kosns.

— A 310, BUAMMO, X0351eBa KJIQJI0MIIA JAI0T O ce0e 3HATh, — COBEPIIEHHO CIOKOWHO MTPOMOJIBILT
nipopeccop. — BOT THI CTpesisi 1o Hemy, a 3psi. b Obl cepeOpsiHbIe IyJIH, TOr/Ia Obl KAKOH-HUOY/Ib
TOJIK TIOJTYYHJICS].

«Of, oit! — mogyman s1. — CepeOpsiHbie mynu! BoT Tak B uctopuio nonas. Heurcras cuna okpy-
’KaeT, a Ha MHE U KpecTa HeT».

CrtpyMc TeM BpeMeHeM Hauall yKJIaIbBaTh MHCTPyMeHThl, Kons kuHyscs nomorats emy. B
MHUHYTY Bce ObLJIO cOOpaHo.

— A ¢ atum uro Jienath? — Kosist KUBHYIJT HA PaCKOMAaHHYI0 MOTHITY.

ITpodeccop 3a1ymMunBO MOCMOTpPES HA HETO.

— DTOT MWJIMILIMOHEp, MOMHHTCS, CKa3as, YTO KpacaBWIla CETOIHs HAC HaBECTHT. MOXHO,
KOHEYHO, OCHHOBBIN KOJ 3a0MTh B HEe, OJHAKO XOYETCs CAMOMY YBUETb, HA YTO OHHM CIIOCOOHBI.
OcraBuUM BCe Kak €cTh, a 3aBTpa BUIHO OyJeT.

MBbI OTIIpaBHIIMCh HA MECTO CTOSIHKHU. [leHb KioHwmicst K Beuepy. [loenn, XoTs anmeruTa He
OBLIIO.
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— To, 4TO cerogHs HOYbIO HAC TOCETSAT, HE BbI3bIBAET COMHEHUS. — CTpyMC XOAWI 10 TOJISIHE
U, Ka3aJI0Ch, Pa3roBapuBaj C CAMUM COOOM.

— MosxeT ObITh, yeeM? — peIOKUI 51, HO OH He 0OpaTHJ HA MOM CJIOBA HUKAKOTO BHUMAHUSI.

— UYro npennpunars? Hy koneuno! Marnueckuil kpyr. CpecTBo crapoaBHee, HO UCIIbITaH-
HOE.

S Bcnomumi rorosieBckoro Bus. Kak e oH ouepTut Kpyr — rno tpase?

— Tak, pebsarku, — CTpyMc CXBaTHJI CallepHYIO JIOMIATKY, — CPOYHO OKarblBaeM Halll OMBaK.
MarmvHa 1 majaTka — HeHTp Kpyra. KanaBka qo/mkHa ObITh HENTYOOKOH, HO 00513aTeIbHO CIIIOIITHOM,
He Jait Oor, Tj1e pepBeTcs.

Ckopo ObLT BBIKOTIAH aKKYPATHBINA KPYT, JMAMETPOM MTPUMEPHO NECATh-TIATHAALATD METPOB.

— Tax, — nponomxan pykoBoauts CTpyMc, — e BepeBKa? YKJaJbplBailTe €€ B BbIKONIAHHYIO
KaHaBKY J1a IJIOTHEe K 3emuie puxkumaite. Hertoxo nomyunsocs. Teneps Hy’)KHO BBIKOTIATh YETHIPE
MATUKOHEYHBIX 3Be3Abl. Ha kaxaylo ctopoHy cBera mo 3Be3se. Komnac cioga... 3pech, 3HaUMT,
ceBep. — CTpyMc BOTKHYJI B 36MJIIO HA TPAHULIAX KPyra YeThIpe KOJIbIIIKA.

— Bor Tyt Konaiite. BepimHa 3Be3/1bl JomkHA ObITh HarpaBieHa B Kpyr. Jla nemaiite 3Be3/Ibl
nooosbie, morayoxe. B HUX MBI YJIOKUM JpoBa, 000JbeM YeM-HUOYIb TOPIOYMM, a B HYKHBIH
MOMEHT IOJOXKKEM.

Pabora 3akunena. CTpymc 3aj1e3 B OJJHY U3 CBOMX CYMOK M JJOCTaJI OTTY/1a 37J0POBEHHYIO Oy ThLTb
JIMTpa, HaBepHOE, Ha TpU. BHYTpHU KoMbIXasach Kakasi-To Mpo3pavHasi )KUAKOCTb.

— Kak 1ol gymaernis, Muts, uto 310 Takoe?

— Bonka, HaBepHoe, BukeHntuii ApkajibeBuy.

— Ckaxelriib TOXe, Bogka! 1o cBsiTasi BoJa. 3HAKOMBbIM MOU CBSIIEHHUK, oTell Puiaper, crie-
LMAJIBHO OCBATWJI JIJ151 TAKOT'O Cilydast. DTO, TaK CKa3aTh, OPYKHE MACCOBOTO YHUUTOKEHHU S IEMOHOB.
IIpaBna, s1 HUKOTIA €rO HE TPUMEHSL, 3HAIO JIUIIb MOoHACbIKe. Ho roBopsT, MoIHeHas Belllb.

Bce npoucxonsiee kazanock MHe cHOM. Kakoit Bek Ha nBope? Kongynabsl. OO0pOTHH. . .

— Hy Bor, Bpozie Bce BO3MOXHBIE MEPbI IPUHSATHI, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO POMOJIBIII ITpopeccop. —
Ha, kcratu, Murtsi, Bac B A€TCTBE KPECTUIIN ?

Sl yTBEpAMTENILHO KUBHYJI TOJIOBOW.

— Torna Bce B opsiaKe.

— [Nocnymaiite, BukeHTuil ApkaapeBuy, HEY:KeJIu BCE, YTO Mbl TYT J€NaJH, 3TO CEPbe3HO? —
OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHII 1.

[Tpoeccop BHMMATEBHO MOCMOTPEN HA MEHS.

— A BHI enie comHeBaetech? CoBepilieHHO 3psi. Bbl, BUIMMO, 1ymMaeTe, YTo B ABAIIATOM BEKE
MoI0OHOe CIIy4IUThCs He MoxkeT. OHako TryOoko 3a0myxaaerech. Pa3se yrpom Bbl caMu He ObUTH
cBuzeTeneM. MWIMIMOHep 3TOT. .. TUMWYHBIA KOJIAyH-000poTeHb. [a uyro Mummimonep. [, Harpu-
Mep, 00paTriI BHUMaHHUE, YTO BCe BPeMsl, ITOKA Mbl HAXOIWJIMChH Ha KJIaAOMIIE, HA CTAPOW JIUIIE CHIET
3/I0pPOBEHHBII BOPOH, a BOT KOI/1a IOSIBUWICS TOT CTapIlIMHA, BOPOH Kyna-To ucyes. Kakas, cnpocure,
ca3b? S gymato, camast psimasi. 7Kasib, 4TO Bbl HE YMTAIM CEKPETHbIN 1okiag OctpoaymoBa. B Hem
MHOTO MHTepecHOro. TpyaHO, KOHEYHO, B 3TO MOBEPUTDb, TeM OoJiee B HAILl CTpaHe, IAe aTen3M
BO3BE/IEH B JI0TMYy. XOTs U OuIMajIbHasA IEPKOBb OTPULIAET BOZMOKHOCTh CYILIECTBOBAHHUSI BCKOM
HEUYMCTON CUJIbl, CyeBEpUI. A Be/lb MHE MPUXOANJIOCH CTAJIKMBATHCS C TAKMMU SIBJICHUSIMU, KOTOPbIE
HUYEM JIPYTUM OOBSICHUTD Hemnb3s. Hamn uHCTUTYT u3yvaer... — TyT oH ocekcsl. 3aMomdal, o0 4eM-
TO 33 yMaJICS.

Bouto yxe mout TeMHo. Kosist Bo3uiics ¢ KocTpoM, Ha KOTOPOM 3aKMITal YailHUK. [ ie-To Hexa-
JIEKO TIOCBUCTHIBAJIN NIE€pETIesia, CTPEKOTAIN TOC/IeIHUE Ky3HEUMKH, HACTymaja Ho4yb. YTo OHa Hecer
Ha CBOMX KPbUTbAX? OO 3TOM MOKXHO OBLIO TOJIBKO JOTa/IbIBATHCS.

MpbI THX0 cuzenu y kocrpa. Kypuau, momdamu. I'oBoputh He X0Tenoch. S ¢ orpoMHBIM JII000-
MIBITCTBOM ¥ OTHOBPEMEHHO CO CTPaxoM KAajl Havasa cOObITHI. 2Kaast, HO B ITyOMHE AyIIN HE BEPUJT
B TO, UTO OHU CJIy4arcsl, — HACTOJILKO HEpEaIbHbIM Ka3aJI0Ch IIPOUCXO/SILIEE.
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B simb1, BeIpe3aHHbIE B MATKOM JiepHE B (hopMe 3Be31, ObLIN 3aJI0KEHbI KYCKH CTApOi aBTOMO-
OWJIbHOM MOKPHIIIKY. BriepemeIky ¢ ipoBamMy UX Mbl OOJTHITA OEH3MHOM M KAKMM-TO TEXHUUYECKUM
MacyioM. 3arotoBwiv pakesisl. Mbl sxgauiu.

[Tpodeccop B3rIsAHYI Ha CBETSIIUICS MpepOIaT Yacos:

— Ckopo nBeHaauarb. Ocranoch AecATh MUHYT.

He ycrien oH mpousHecTH 3TH CJIOBa, Kak HaJ HAMU MpoJieTeNa Kakas-To OrpOMHasi HOUHast
nTuia. becirymMHO Maxast KpbUIbsSIMHU, OHA Cliefiajia OfMH KPYT, IPYyroi... BHe3anmHo MoCbIIaioch
Kakoe-TO 3ayHbIBHOE TieHre. CHavasa s mogymal, 9YTo MHe I0Ka3ajaoch, HO TIEHHe CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE
SIBCTBEHHEE.

CrpaHHasi Mesnonusi, HAIOMUHABIIAS OTIIEBAHKME MOKOWHUKA, [EPEeBOpauMBaja BCE BHYTPU.
CroB ObLJ10 He pa3o0paTh, HO MeJIM Ha KAKOM-TO HE3HAKOMOM SI3bIKe.

— Bpone nauanocsk, — mporoBopust CTpyMc, ¥ B €ro Tojoce 3By4asio YIOBJIETBOPEHHUE.

Hous, erie HeCKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3a/1 MOJTHAS 3BYKOB, BAPYT 3aMepiia, UCUE3U Ky3HEUMKHU, He
IICJIOXHYJIAaCb HU OJHA BCTKA. Crosuia noyiHasg TUAIIWHA. JIuib MOTPECKUBAJIM [JpOBa B KOCTPE Oa
CIIBIIIIAJIOCH HETIOHSITHOE TICHHE.

Ho BOT B TeMHOTe, OKpy:KaBIllel Hall Jiarepb, 0003HAYMIOCh HEKOE JBMKEHHWE: IIypIiaia
TpaBa, 3BYyK HEYBEPEHHBIX IIAr0B.

Mopo3s nowiesn y MeHs 110 kKoxe. To ke 4yBCTBO, 0-MoeMy, ucnbiThiBal U Ko, Tonbko npo-
deccop 6buT BHETHe criokoeH. OH BHUMaTeIbHO CMOTpeEIT BO ThMY. B ero pykax s 3amerw potoart-
rapar co BCIBIIIKOM.

W3 TeMHOTHI BbIIIUIA Kakasi-To (pUrypa M BCTala Ha rpaHuiie Kpyra. TpyaHo Obuto pa3oOparts,
KTO 3TO, — OHa Ka3ajach coBceM YepHor. OHaKo Koraa s BHUMATEJIbHO MTPUCMOTPEJICS, TO YBUIE,
YTO OT (PUTYPBI UCXOOUT Cllad0e 3eJICHOBATOE CBEUEHME, KAKMM CBETSITCS WHOTIA THUJIbIE TTHU Ha
6omnoTax.

— Ilo-moemy, Hama 3Hakomasi noxasnoBaia. — [Ipodeccop Bckunyn oroarnmapar. B cBere
BCIIBIIIKY MBI SIBCTBEHHO pazyimumiu aesuily Hapeio Cypuny.

Omna OTIIATHYJIaCb 1 YyTh HE yIIaJjia. I[BI/DK@HI/IH €€ HaIlTOMUHAJIN ABUKCHUA MApHUOHETKH, 6YI[TO
BCE TEJIO COCTOSIIO U3 IIAPHUPOB.

Crpymc HanpaBuJI Ha MEPTBYIO MOILIHBIHM (pOHapb. B ero jgydyax MesbKHYJIO YepHOE OCKaJleH-
HOC JIMIO, CTEKJISAHHBIC, OCTAHOBUBIIIUECA I'Ta3d, KAKUE-TO UCTJICBIINE JIOXMOTbA, IMOKPLIBABIIHC €€
octoB. OHa CHOBA MOJOIILIAa K TPaHUIIAM Kpyra M YCTaBWIach Ha Hac. VI3 TEeMHOTHI MOKA3aJvCh eie
KaKue-TO (PUrypsl.

— Oro! Jla ona ¢ kommnaHuen, — ycmexnyJicst mpodeccop. — ['oToBbTe hakessl.

B 3Ty MHHYTY MeHsI KTO-TO KPENKO CXBAaTWJI C3a[H 3a PyKy. 51 ¢ yauBiIeHHeM OOepHYICsS U
MMOYyBCTBOBAJI TSDKEJIBIN 3arlax THUJIN.

— IMomoruTe! — 3akpuyan s1. CtpyMc panysics Ha Mol rojioc. Kak ceituac moMHIo, B CBETe €ro
(poHapuka s yBUIE OTBPATUTENIBHYIO, IOKPBITYIO 3€JICHON IJIECEHBI0 PYKY MepTBela C JJIMHHBIMU
JKEJITBIMU HOT'TAMU.

CTpyMc cXBaTWII CallepHyIo JIONATKY ¥ OIHUM MaxoM Tepepyort 3Ty pyKy y npearuieubs. Pas-
Jajcst KaKOM-TO YaBKAIOIIMKM 3BYK, TOYHO pa3pyOrsIM OrpOMHBIN THHIION oMuaop. OfHako oTpyo-
JIeHHast KMCTh TPOJIOJIKAJIa KPEMKO CXKUMATh MOIO PyKy. $1 3aBU3KaJ OT ykaca.

— DTO OH C ThUIa MpopBAJICS! — 3aKpuyai mpodeccop, Mbl Tyaa He cMoTpeau. B ero pykax
MOSIBUJIACH OYTHUTb CO CBSITOW BOJIOM.

[Tpodeccop miiecHy €10 Ha MepTBeLa, KOTOPbI BCE €l1le MBITAJICS CXBAaTUTh MEHsI yIleJIeBILen
PYKOW.

[Mocbimanock mureHue, TOYHO 3TO OblIa cepHast KUCTIOTa. 30MOU 3a0MJICS B KOHBYJIbCHUSIX U
SIBCTBEHHO 3a/IbIMUJICS].

— Kons, 3axwuraii koctpsl, — otnan komangy Ctpymc.
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B OJIH MUT 3aI1ojIbIXaJIM YE€TBIPC IMATUKOHCYHBIX 3BE€3JbI 110 KPpasAM MarudcCkoro Kpyra. YHI)IPI/I
IIapaxXHYJIUCh B CTOPOHY. B SIpKOM CBeTe KOCTPOB CTa0 BUAHO, YTO MX OKOJO JecsaTtka. Ho ceer
BBIPBAJI U3 THMBI U €Ille OJHY TpyMIly (pUryp, CTOSBIIMX MOOAANb. Y 3TO ObLIN SBHO KUBbBIE JIOAM.

ToT MepTBell, KOTOPBII MTPOHUK B KPYT, MPOAOIIKAJ JEpPraThCsl Ha 3eMJyie U BIPYT CTa KaK Obl
BCACBIBAThCS B Hee (Ipyroro onpenesieHus s He noadepy). BHeszamHo oH ucues. Tak ke BHE3AIHO
HMCYE3IN U BCe OCTalbHble. MBI OCTaIMCh OIHH, 1 TOJIBKO YETHIPE KOCTpA YaJUJIN YCPHBIM, KUPHBIM
JIBIMOM.

Muts ocTaHOBWIICS, IEPEBE JbIXaHUE U B KOTOPBIN Pa3 ykKe 3aKypuil.

— A npanpine yto? — Banentuna CepreeBHa OT HeTeprieHUsl BCsl Nojiaiachk Brepea. — asbiie,
Mur4, nanbine.

MuTs MoT4alt, MOMNbIXMBasi MalMPOCOM.

— 9T0 BCe, — HAKOHEL[ CKa3aJI OH.

— Kak Bce? — Banentuna CepreeBHa HeIOBEPUHMBO YJILIOHYIACH.

— IlpencraBbTe cede. Ha npyroii neHs, koraa mpogeccop ¢ aCCUCTEHTOM CHOBA COOpaJIiCh Ha
PACKOIIKH, s CKa3aJjl, 4To OoJibllie B 9TOM He ydyacTBylo. [1o coBectu roBops, st ucnyrasncs. [da u 1o
CUX IIOp, KOorga BCIIOMUHAIO 3Ty UCTOPUIO, UCTIBITBIBAI0 HE COBCEM IIPHUATHLIC YyBCTBA.

[Tpodeccop meHs He yaepKuUBall.

- Hy YTO XK, — CKa3aJl OH, — A INOHUMAI0, YTO BTAHYJI BaC B HCTIPUATHYIO UCTOPHUIO. He oaro-
TOBWJI, HUYEro He 0ObsICHWI. .. [ToaTOMy He cMelo 3aepkuBaTh. XOTs BABOEM HaM OyIeT TsKelnee.
A xotesnock Obl pa3oOparbcs BO Beelt 3Toi ueptoBiiuHe. Hy mpormaiite. — OH moxan MHE PyKy H,
MOCBHCTBIBAs, 3aIlIarajl BCIe 32 aCCUCTEHTOM.

C Tex mop o HUX 51 OoJblIe He cibixal. [1e-To yepe3 Mecsll MeHsl BHI3BAJIM B OJHO YUpeskK/ie-
Hue. Hu o yem He paccnpaivBaiiyi, HIUEro He cooOmany. 3acTaBuiv TOJBKO OMKCATh BCE TPOU30-
[Ie/iiee, MpuieM ¢ MeTbuaiiniMuy moApoOHOCTAIMH. Ha npoianye HacTosTeIbHO MOCOBETOBAIN HU
0 YeM HMKOMY He paccKasbiBaTh. HECKOJBKO JIeT s AEHCTBUTENBHO MO, TeM OoJiee YTO TPH yIIo-
MuHaHUY JIMXoneeBKM MeHsI OXBaThIBa/Ia APOXKb. Bosbiiie Bcero MeHst My4us1 BOITPOC, YTO CITyYHIIOCH
co Ctpymcom 1 Koseit? Crunyiu oHu B 60ph0Oe ¢ HeurcTol cuiioi ? Viu 61arormoyYHo BTy TATUCH
13 BCEU 3TON UCTOPUU?

W BOT coBceM He1TaBHO MHE CTaJIO M3BECTHO, YTO CTpyMC KUB U 3ApaBcTBYeT. O MogpoOHOCTIX
s Ioka ymonay. CoOCTBEHHO, IOSTOMY s 000 BceM U pacckazai. YecTHo roopsi, Banentuna Cepre-
€BHaA, s1 HE UCIIBIThIBAJI K BaM OCO6OI>i CUMIIaTuu. O}IHaKO MBICJIb O TOM, YTO KTO-TO MOXXET ITOBTOPUTDH
MOM OIIMOKH U MOTACTh U3-32 TOTO B CKBEPHYIO UCTOPUIO, HE TAeT MHE TTOKOSI.

— Ho uTo *e OyeT co MHOI?! — Bckpuyasia 6ubarorekapiia. — Besib eciii Bcemy 3TOMY BEpUTb,
MHE OCTaJIOCh JKHUTh JBEHAIIATh AHel. HeT, yxe oguHHaaAuaTh, — OHA MOCMOTpeia B OKHO, T/Ie 3aHU-
MaJioch OJIeIHOE yTPO.

— Boixon omuH, — ckazan 3abanyeB. — Hano exars B JIuxomeeBKy, Ha MecTe BO BCEM paso-
Oparbcsl.

— Bort BH 1 noe3xaiire, — yemexHyncst Muts, — BisoeM. Banentune CepreeBne uto! OHa He
BEpUT BO BCE ITU MIIYNOCTU. A C MeHs JA0CTaTOYHO. Kak BCIIOMHIO 3Ty PyKy B 3€JIEHOM ILIECEHHU. . .
Bces TpyxiisiBas, a U3 Hee uepBH BbINoO3aloT. .. — Ero nepenepuyno. — Her yx! VBosnbte!

— Ho Benp Hajio e 4To-TO AenaTh, — Mpoaomkan 3adanyeB. — Hemb3s ke Tak Bce OCTaBIIATb.
B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, YeoBeYecKas KI3Hb B ONACHOCTH !

— 4 Bac ouenp yBaxkawo, Ilerp IlerpoBuu, — TMX0 3aroBopui MuTs, — U MHE MOHATHO Balle
6ecriokoiicTBo. Ha Banentiny CepreeBHy 51 JaBHO 371a HE IEpKY M UICKpPEHHE X04y el moMoyub. Ho BbI,
BUIMMO, HE TIOHUMAeTe, C YeM CTOJIKHYJIHCh. DTO 3710. 3710 ¢ OOJIBIION OYKBHI, CYITIECTBYIOIIee COTHH,
MOXeT OBITh, ThICSUM JIeT. MBI He 3HaeM, YTO 3TO, OTKYJa 3TO U Kak ¢ HUM OopoThes. CiydaitHO
3arJIsIHYJIA MBI 32 TPaHb PealbHOCTH, U UTO ke? Bce Halm npeicTaBleHus pyIaTcs, Kak KapTOYHBIH
JIOMUK.

— Murs, Bce 9T0 ciioBeca! — BOCKIMKHY 3abanyeB. — Thl MOMOXeIb WA HET?
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BopoObeB BcTas, 00BesT MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX TOATUM B3IJISIIOM U, HE TIPOIIAsICh, BBIIIIE.

Hexoropoe Bpems cunenu monya. [Torom nonHsiace Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— Hy uro xe, [lerp [lerpoBuy, nopa nomoi. Criacu6o 3a HOMOIIIb.

— Kakas nomottp. ..

— Hy Bce-Takm paccka3 ObUT JOCTATOYHO TMOy4MTeNeH. Bo BCSKOM cityuae, s 3HaI0, YTO MEHS
xaer. [Ipuger MmepTBell, «30MOU» — Kak Ha3bIBaeT UX MHUTS... — OHa KPUBO YCMEXHYJIACh.

— Ioiinemre, 51 Bac poBoky, Banentrna CepreeBHa, — 3acyeTics: 3adaiyeB.

— A OyTBUTb CO CBATOM BOJIOH Y Bac ecTh? — CHOBa ycMexHyJach BasienTnHa CepreeBHa.

— CaaTyo Boly AOCTaTh MOXHO, — B TOH €l CKazajl apxuBapuyc. — BoOpyXHUTbCS cOriacHO
MuTHHBIM penenTam.

OHu BBIILIM U3 3[1aHUS apXUBa. BbUIO paHHee JieTHee yTpo, CBexee U urcToe. Baamu paznascs
ryiok napososa. Emy Bropum ¢padpuunsie ryaku. [lna OyaHuvHas Ku3Hb Oe3 BCAKHX UyJiec.

— U Bce-Takm exath! — BOpyr ckazan 3adanyeB. — Pemeno! Cerogus xe.

— Ho... — nauana 6s10 Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— Hukakux «Ho». Ceiluac ugute MocruTe, a YaCUKOB B OAMHHAIIATH 5 32 BAMU 3ai[ly, U JIBU-
HeMcsl. YeM cuzieTh M KIaTh HEM3BECTHO Yero, JIydille MATH HaBCTpeuy OMAacHOCTH, — HECKOJIBKO
BBICOKOIIAPHO MTPOM3HEC aPXUBAPUYC.

[etyxoBa CHOBa HEBOJILHO YCMEXHYJIACh, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 0e3 capkasMa.

«MmuJblii KaKo# cTapuK, — MoJymaia oHa. — A Belb oH npaB. Exats Hamo. Pa3zoOparbces co Beeit
9TOW YEPTOBIIMHON pa3 M HaBceraa. A eciu 4To-HuOyab ciydurcs... Hy 4to x, yemy ObITh, TOTO
HE MUHOBATh».

— JlagHo, — oHa B3s171a 32 pyKy 3adajyeBa, — eeM.

...Banentnna CepreeBHa Kak KEHIIMHA MyHKTyaJlbHasi POBHO B OJMHHA/IIATh YaCOB BbIIILIA
U3 CBOEH KBapTUPBI, YK€ TOTOBas K MyTelecTBUIo. Tenepb Mpu Hell He ObLIIO OOBIYHBIX KOP3UH IS
rprOOB, TOJIBKO JIETKHI PIOK3a4OK C 3a11aCOM €/1bl, KOe-KaKuX BellIel — CJIOBOM, caMoe HeOOXOIUMOE.
Bo aBope 6b110 mycro. OHa mpucena Bo3Je MoAbe3/1a B OKUAAHUN. «A BIPYT MepeayMal, — MeJTbK-
HYJIa MbICJIb, — YTO TOrga?»

«A Torna, — cKazajl BHyTPEHHUI ToJIoc, — CUJIU JIOMa U He BBICOBBIBAKCS. 3aKynu MPOLYKTOB
Jla KHUKKY YMTal, a BCe 3TO OMacHOe BpeMsl 3a IBEPb HU HOTOM».

Mpicnb OblTa MHTEpECHas.

Banentuna CepreeBHa 3ayMuMBO NOIVIS/IENIa Ha PIOK3aK, JIEKAIWA y HOT, IOTOM Ha OKHA
CBOEM KBapTHUPHI.

«Bce paBHO OTIyCK, — Iymalia OHa, — HUKTO HE XBaTUTCS, OTKJIIOUY TesiepOH, ABEPh HUKOMY
OTKpBIBaTh He Oymy. BeITepruno kak-HUOyAb 3TH MPOKJIATHIC OJWHHAMAIATH THEW». Mmes 3ta Bce
Oonbliie 3axBaThiBaja ee. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA CTPAIIHYIO MCTOPHMIO, pacCcKazaHHylo BopoObeBbM, U
MIOYTH YTOBOPHJIA Ce0s1 OCTaThCsl, HO UTO-TO MEIIAJIO IPUHATh OKOHYATEIbHOE PellieHHe.

TyT Hafo OTMETHTBh, UTO B XKU3HU BaneHTrHbl CepreeBHbI MPOUCXOIUIIO YPE3BHIUANHO MAJIO
BBIJIAIOIIMXCS COOBITHI. MOXHO CKa3aTb, YTO M BOOOIIIE He TPOUCXOIMIIO. A TaK XOTEJIOCh TIEPEKUTh
HacTosiee npukmouenue! M BOT Tereph, KOrjga HacTosiee MPUKIIOYeHUE JASHCTBUTENIBHO CITyYH-
JIOCh, OHA UCITyrajach. 3a0MThCs, KaK MBIIIKA B HOPKY, MEPeXIaTh — a Be/lb IJe-TO PsIOM TasITCs
I'PO3HBIE, HEBEIOMbIE CHIIbI. MOXKET, pUCKHYTh?

Omna cHOBa MorIsiena Ha ploK3ak. PermmrensHOCTh Beerga omMyalia Hally Jamy.

Ecnmu atoT crapukamka 3a0anyeB He SIBUTCS, OHa moeieT B JIMxogeeBKy camMOCTOSITEbHO!
Koneuno, nyume 661 BMecto 3adainyeBa ¢ Hell moexas Muts. OHa MpeacTaBuiia ero HeBBICOKYIO
(urypky, JIbICOBATYIO I'OJIOBY, B3AEPHYTHI HOC — BCE-TaKM MYKUMHA «B PACLBETE JIET», MOKHO CKa-
3aTh, CAMIIATHYHBINA, HE TO YTO TOT CTapblii IPHO apxXUBapUYyC.

C myxunnamu [leryxoBoii He Be3n0. OHa MOIaBIIsIa UX CBOUM KUITYyYUM TEMIIEPAMEHTOM, a
KoMy xo4eTcsi ObITh IofaBneHHbIM? [ToctenenHo Banentuna CepreeBHa cTajia He TO YTO MyKEHEHa-
BUCTHHMIIEH, HO CMOTpeJIa Ha BceX 0e3 UCKIII0UYEHHS TIpe/ICTaBUTeNIel CUIbHOTO TI0N1a C JITKUM TIpe-
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3penreM. OiHaKO B IIIyOWHE MyIIM OTBaKHAs OMOMMOTEKapIa MeuTana OOpecTH CIyTHUKA KU3HH,
XOTS JTake ce0e caMOi CTBIAMIIACH B 9TOM MPU3HATHCS.

B Mure ObUIO YTO-TO, YEro e Bcerja He XBaTajo, — AyIIEeBHAsK PaCKpPeromeHHOCTb, YTO JIn?
W nerckas HenocpenctBeHHOCTh? Jlake ero oTkas moexatb B JIuxoneeBKy He oduaen oubamore-
Kapiy.

Tak cuzena oHa U pa3MbILUIsUIA, KaK BAPYT pa3Jalicsl CTpalHblid 11yM. Bo ABop Bbexan MoTo-
IIUKJI C KOJISICKOM. 3a pynem cujen Murts, a 3a ero crmHou ckopunics 3abamnyeB. Hamo ckasats,
YTO 3TOT MOTOILMKII, TpodeiHbil «BMB», OblT mpeagmMeTom ocob6oit roproctu Mutu. Ky on ero
y KaKOro-To CHMBILIETOCSl OTCTAaBHOI'O BOEHHOIO, YTO Ha3blBaeTcs, 3aJapoM. IIpuBen B mopsaok u
HOCHWJICSI IO OKPECTHOCTSIM C HEMMOBEPHBIM I'POXOTOM.

— DKuINax 1ogaH, — ckazaa MUTS Becedo.

— OH ener ¢ HaMu, — [0OaBMIT 3abanyeB, — 51 €70 He YTOBapUBaJl, CaM PEIIHJICS.

Banentuna CepreeBHa HU pa3y B KM3HM HE €3/11J1a Ha MOTOLMKIIEe. OHA ¢ COMHEHUEM ITOCMOT-
peJia Ha CTPaHHbIiL, IO €€ MHEHUIO, arperar 1 ClipoCKiia HEPEeUIUTENIbHO:

— Mb1 Ha 3TOM NIOEZIEM ?

— VIMeHHO, HO HE «Ha 3TOM>», KaK Bbl U3BOJIMJIM BBIPA3UTHCS, & HA MOTOLIMKJIE Mapku «BMB», —
00MIUMBO 3aMeTHs1 MuUTsl.

— A KyJa xe MHe cecTb?

— B konsicky, u cmeree.

Eit Boimasin orpoMHbie OUKd. MOTOLIMKJI, B3pEBEB, TIOHECCS] HABCTPEUY yKACHBIM MPUKJIIOYE-
HUSIM.

Ho JluxoneeBku 100pasvch AOBOIBHO ObIcTpo. E3ma Ha MotorukJie [leTyxoBoii 1axke moHpa-
BWJIACh, XOTsI HEMMOBEPHO TPSICIIO M 001ABAJIO MBLIBIO OT MPOE3KAIIIET0 MIUMO TPAHCIIOPTA.

Cpagzy :xe BcTall BOIIPOC: IJI€ OCTAHOBUTHCSA?

— 51 mymato, — ckazan 3adanye, — Basentune CepreeBHe Jrydllie BCero OTIpaBUTHCS K TOU CTa-
PYILKe, y KOTOPOH OHa OCTaHABJIMBAJIACh B TIEPBbIN pa3. A Mbl ¢ MUTell pacronokumcs riae-Huoyab
3a JiepeBHEH B Jiecy: MmajaTKa y Hac eCTh, TaK yIOOHeH, i BHUMaHUe TIPUBJIEKaTh He OyaeT. A To cpasy
MOWAYT BOMPOCHL: YTO 3TO 3a KommnaHus? A Bbl, BasieHTnHa CepreeBHa, 0ObSICHUTE, UTO PEIIVIN
MPOJIOJKUTh CBOHM IPpUOHOM MPOMBICEIT. 3aBTpa ke C yTpa BHIXOAUTE 32 IEPEBHIO U MPSIMO TI0 Iopore
MPOUINTE C TMOJIKWJIOMETPa, TaM MbI Bac OyzeM rnomxkuaate. Ha Tom u mopemm.

Banentnna CepreeBHa collula, HEMHOIO HE JIO€XaB JI0 JIEPEBHHM, a MOTOLMKJ 3aTapaxrell
nasbine. Bot v 3HaKOMBIi 1oM. X035HKY He ObUTO BUTHO, U [IeTyXoBa HepelmTeIbHO OCTAaHOBIIIACH Y
KQJIUTKU. BcrmoMHMIHCH TIOCTIeTHIE CJI0Ba TOM 0abKH (30BYT ee Bpojie ArpunmuHa Ky3sMuHuaHa?).
Uro Takoe oHa Tam roBopuiia? Mo, yepe3 JieHb yBuauMmcs? «Hy 4dto x, u 6aOka 3aMeliaHa B 3Ty
HCTOPHIO», — CO CTPAHHBIM YAOBJIETBOPEHUEM KOHCTatupoBaia Basentuna CepreeBHa.

Hwuuero Gorbliie ee He yIUBIISLIIO.

— A, 310 THI, Baneuka! — HeO)XMIAHHO pa3/aics BeCcelblil Bo3riac. — 3a rpudaMu CBOMMH Bep-
Hysach?

BubmmoTtekapina 4yTh He MOATIPHITHYIA C UCIYTY. Y Hee 3a cruHOM cTosiia ArpunnuHa Kys3b-
MUHUYHA.

JlaBHEHBKO ee HUKTO He Has3biBasl Baneukoil. YeM-TO JETCKUM IOBESJIO OT 3TOrO MMEHMU. . .

— Hy, npoxoau B oM, — mpojosskana crapyxa. — [ prObl TBOM MOACOXJIH, AOKIEH-TO He ObLIO.

Banentrna CepreeBHa BOIIUIA B JIOM, M CHOBA, KaK B MIEPBbII pa3, OPOCUIIUCH €i B I7la3a UKOHBI.
HeBonbHO 0OHa nojiHsIa pyKY, CJIOBHO XOTeJa EPEKPECTUTHCS. «A Be/lb U BIIPABY XOTeJa», — Malllu-
HaJIbHO oTMeTHIa po cedst [eryxoBa. Crapyxa Toxe 3aMeTHsIa ee KecT.

— A TBI BpOJIe KPECTHIIbCSI? — YAUBJIEHHO 3aMeThIa OHa. — JlaBHo 1 B Gora yBepoBaa?

Bubmorekapiia mpoMosyaia, a mpo cedsl mogymaa, urto Bopy Obl yBepoBaTh. OHa mojionuia
K KMOTY ¥ CTaJia Pa3liisibIBaTh UKOHBI: CBATHIE CTPOrO U MEYAJIbHO IVISAEIM Ha HEE CO CTapblX JOCOK,
CJIOBHO YKODsUTH B 4eM-To. OCTaTok AHs mpoliei B Oecesie U YaeluTUM. YkKe MO3IHO BEeYepoM OT
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HEYero JiesiaTh MepeKrHYIMCh ¢ 6aOKol B KapTuinku. Hu o Tom, 3aueM nprexana OudamoTeKapia,
HU O MUHYBIIIUX COOBITUSIX HE TOBOPHLIH.

— A xouemnb, Bass, s TeGe nmoraao? — BHE3aItHO CIIPOCHIIA CTapyXa.

— Hy uto %), noragaiire, — ycmexnysach Ileryxosa.

Crapyxa gocraiia Jpyryio KOJIoay KapT: OOJIbIIIYIO U I0BOJILHO 3acalieHHYI0. KapTel Obutn cTpaH-
uele. Takux BanentrHa CepreeBHa HMKOI/A He BUjaia. 31ech He ObUIO OOBIYHBIX MAcTel, He ObLIO
KopoJiel, aam. .. VIX 3aMeHU M CTpaHHbIe 3/I0BEIIE CUMBOJIBI.

Bs3s1B o1Hy KapTy, OHa paccMaTpyBasia HAPUCOBAHHYIO HAa HEW BUCEJIMILY C ITOBEIIEHHBIM.

— Y0 3TO0 3a KapThl TaKMe? — 3aMHTEPECOBAJIACH OHA.

— D10 crienyasbHble rafajibHble KapThl. « Tapo» HasbiBaTCA. JJoCTaanch MHE J1aBHBIM-IaBHO
1o ciyyvaio. OueHb cTapuHHBIE KapThl. [IprHa e Kanm Koraa-To OqHOMY 3/ieliiHeMy omenuky Koky-
eBy.

— Komy-komy? — yausiieHHo niepecripocuia [letyxosa.

— Ja 6bu1 TyT ouH. Bee Heuncroro Termmn. Hy na nagHo. ..

Crapyxa pa3zdpocaJia 1o CToiy KapThl, BHUMATEJIBHO CTaJla pacCMaTpUBaTh UX, IOTOM CMelaja
Y pa3/iokuiia CHOBa, HO y&e B Ipyrom nopsiake. [TpucraibHo mocMorpesna Ha OubaMoTeKapiiy:

— Ma!.. laBHeHbKO He BUjeNa 1 Hu4ero nmogooHoro. Hy uro Tebe, 6aboHbKa, ckasats. .. Haxo-
JWIIBCS Thl MEXKIY JIBYX OrHeil. BpioTcs 3a TeOs 1Be CHIIBI, OJJHA XOpoIasi, Apyras — He TpUBEIH
rocrnioib. [Toka yepHasi-To cuiia nepeTsruBaer.

— W nepetsinet? — B3BOIHOBAHHO cripocuJia [leryxoBa.

— He toponuce, Bce ckaxy. CBeTiass cujla MOXET MepeTsiHyTh,  MOKET U HeT. Bce 3aBUcHT oT
Te0s1 caMOid, HO He TOJIbKO. ECTh KTO-TO TpeTuii, KTO MEpEeTSIHET Yallly BECOB, & BOT B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY
— HesicHO. Ho ToJbKO oracHyIo Thl UTpy 3atesiyia, 0abOHbKa, OX OMACHYIO.

Crapyxa cMelnana KapTbl, TepeKpecTUIIach:

— Ilopa cnats. ..

«[Toyemy Bce Kpyrom ropopst 3arajkamu?» — aymana Banentuna CepreeBHa, BOpoJasich Ha
kpoBatu. C 3TMMU MBICJSIMU OHa 3acHyJa. VI mpucHwWIICS eil cTpaHHbIi COH. BynTo uuer oHa 1o jecy
Y BBIXOJIUT BCE Ha TO ke Kiaaowuine. Tam THX0, HA Oy, ¥ BIPYT, OTKyAa HA BO3bMHUCh, PEOCHOK,
MAaJTBUHK JIeT TATH. BeneHpKuii, romyoorasbiid. YBuien o OMOIMoTeKapIy, moadexa K Hel U Kpu-
yut: «Tets, Ters, yBeau MeHs gomoi!» Basiia ero Banentuna CepreeBHa 3a pyKy U CIIpalliuBaeT: «A
rae TBou noM?» — «[loiiaem, mokaxy!» — TaHeT ee 3a co0oii MastbL. [TOqBOAUT K CKJIETTY ¥ TOBOPUT:
«Bot moi1 oM, uau 3a mHo#!» Banentuna CepreeBHa CONPOTHUBIISIETCS, HE UIET, 4 OH BCE TSHET,
12 TaK CHJIBHO. ..

Brpyr Byt oHa: Ha KJ1agOHIIe JIOe MOIHO, & BMECTO JIMII Y HUX HIUUYETrO HeT, IIIaJKoe MeCTO,
a TIOCPeIy CTApUK Ccefl000PObI CTOUT B MUJIMIIEHCKON hopme. DTu Oe3uIple MeayTCsl Mo Kiaj-
ouiy, OyATO KOro-To MIIYyT. A CTapyvK TYT M TOBOPHT: BOT OHa, XBaTaiite! Besnuiipie Opocaiores K
Helt, a pedeHok KpuuuT: «Het! OHa most!» Besnuipie TyT ke pacchlaiuch B MPax, OCTAIUCH CTa-
puK 1a pedeHok. OHa CTOUT MEXIy HUMH, U KaXIblid ee K cede MaHWT... TyT Bce rmponaso, 1 OHa
MIPOCHYJIACh.

YTpo, cepeHbKoe U Terioe, HesSIpKO TOopesio aBI'yCTOBCKMM cBeToM. CujibHasi poca MPHUSATHO
XOJIOJMJIa HOTH, TIOKa OHA Oeskajia K KOOI YMBIBaThcs. XO03slKa Oblia yXe BO JBOpe, Hecla U3
XJIeBa TOJTHOE BE/IPO MApHOTO MOJIOKA.

— IIpocHynace yxe, — onoOpuTenbHO 3ameTrnia 6adka. — [la Th HUKaK Kyna coOpanach?

— B niec noiiny 3a rpudamu. — BanentrHa CepreeBHa cTapartebHO OTBOJAMIIA IJ1a3a OT IMBITIIU-
BOT'0 B3IJIsI1a XO3SUKH.

— He naxoguiace eme, — mompaunena ta. — Hy unu, ko ectb oxorta. Tonbko Moii COBET — B
CTOpOHY KJaouina He xoau. [loreii-ka mapHOro MojoukKa.

Hemnoro norons 6uonrorekapina Obl1a roToBa K BhIXOLY. TONMBKO BOT Oe1a — KOP3UHKH IS
rprOoB y Hee He ObLIO.
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— Jla Bo3pMu MoI0. — X03sIiiKa Mojiajia el KpacuBylo OOJbIyI0 KOp3uHy. — Ha-ka Mosodka Ha
nopoxky. — OHa TpOTsAHY/IA el KPUHKY, TYTO OOMOTaHHYIO YMCTON Oesoit Tpsmnkou. — [ToctaBb Ha
IIHO, TIO JOPOTe BHITIHEIIIb.

Banentnna CepreeBHa OBICTpPbIM IIIArOM JBUHYJAch B MyTh. Eil 0YeHb XOTENOCh MOCKOpee
BCTPETHUTHLCS CO CBOMMHM ToBapuiamu. Hamo o0s3aTenibHO moOkIBaTh Ha Kiiaaowuiie. [locMoTpers errie
Pa3 Ha MaMSITHUK: AEHCTBUTENHHO JI HA HeM ee uMs? [lepeBHsI KOHUMIaCh, U BCKOPE CPe/iv IEPEBbEB
MeJIbKHYJIa TajaTKa.

ToBapuIIy ee yke BCTAIM U TI03aBTPaKaIH.

— Hy, kakue Ha cerogns riansi? — cripocut 3adanyeB. Banentuna CepreeBHa peajioxKuIa TyT
’Ke MJITH Ha KJIagouIIe, 9To ObLJIO BCTPeUeHO Oe3 BO3paKeHUH.

ITo mopore GubMMOTEKApIIa MOWHTEpecoBaIach Y MUTH, J1ajieKo JIi OTCIofia ObUT Jlarephb Mmpo-
(peccopa Crpymca.

— Ila Hert, — mocnenoBan otBeT. — CoBceM psiioM. $1, Mesk1y IpourM, TyAa yKe CXOIUII.

— Hy u uto?

— Jla Hmyero, HUKakux CJIelI0B HE OCTaJIOCh.

Hopory Ha K1agoutiie Bpojie Obl HUKTO TOYHO He 3HAJT, HO JOIILIH IO HEro HEOKUIAHHO OBICTPO.
[Tonyn Berepok. M3-3a Tyu BBIISIHYJIO COJIHLIE, CEPOE YTPO NEPENIo B SIpKUid JIETHUI 1eHb. U ipu
COJTHEYHOM CBETe KJIJ0MIIe Ka3aJI0Ch OTHIONb HE 3JI0BEIIMM. 3amycTeHue, apuBIliee 31eCh, pUa-
BAJIO €My POMAHTUYECKUI BUJI, & CTAPUHHBIE TAMATHUKY elrie OOJbIIle YCUIIMBAIIM BIICYaTICHHE.

Banentuna CepreeBHa, oHa4YajTy CHeNIMBIIAsT YBUAETh MECTO CBOETO MPUKJIIOYEHUS, 3aUHTe-
pecoBaiach Haarpoousmu. OHa XoIuia OT OIHOTO MAMSTHHUKA K JJPYTOMY, MHITasCh IPOYECTh MOJTY-
CTepThie BpEMEHEM HAJIITUCH, pasIIsbiBas MPUUYIIMBbIe 0Oeaucku. Ee ToBapuim Benu ceOsl Tak
*e. HakoHel BB K CTapoy YacOBHE, CTOSIIIIEN Ha caMOM Kpaio. BoT 311eck oHa nepexuana rposy.
YacoBHs TeMHea MpoBajlaMK OKOH U IBepel, HO yxke He BbhI3biBaJIa cTpaxa. bubmmortekapina mogo-
IIJ1a K JBEPHOMY ITPOEMY U 3ariisiHysia BHYTpb. TaM ObUIO Tak ke TEMHO M IyCTO, TOJIBKO JIyYH CBETa,
MPOOUBABIIHMECS CKBO3b JIBIPHI B KPBIIIIe, MPUUYITMBO BHIXBATHIBAIH (DPArMEHTHI MTOTYOCHITIABIIIAXCS
(dpecok Ha creHax. OHa IOBEPHYJIACh, TIBITASICh BCIIOMHUTb, TJIe HAXOMUTCS TOT NMAMSTHHK, Ha KOTO-
POM MpOYMTAJIa OHA JaTy MperoaaraeMoil CMepTH.

Barisn ee cpasy ke Halllesl HAKpEHUBIIYIOCS TUIMTY U3 YEPHOTO Mpamopa.

— Bort oH, — 60s1311MBO Mpon3Hecia OuOIMoTeKapIa, yKa3biBasi Ha MaMsTHHK.

— Hy-ka, Hy-ka. — 3a0aiyeB JOCTaJI U3 KapMaHa OYKH U MOIOIIEN K HaArpoouio. 3a HUM 1ocJie-
JnoBast Murs.

Oma ke octajiach Ha MeCTe, CO CTPaxOM U HEeTepIIeHneM OXHJasi pe3yJibTaToB. BHe3arnHo pas-
nascs Becesblid cmex. CMesuuch o0a. «YTo OHU, ¢ yMa COILIHM ?» — OMelia OuOIMoTeKapiia.

— WUnute-ka cioma! — 3ax71e0bIBasACh OT CMexa, To3BaJl 3adaiyeB.

OHa HepelmTeTbHO MOJOIIIIA, He TIOHUMAsT TPUIMHBI UX BECEITbsI.

— Yuraiite! — ycmexasch, mpukasan 3adanyeB. OHa BIIsieach B HA/IITUCH.

«[lerymkoBa Banentnna CaBenbeBHa, — U3yMJIEHHO MPOYMTaia OHa. — BioBa aeicTBUTENb-
HOT'O CTATCKOT'O COBETHHKA, TOTOMCTBEHHAS IBOPSIHKa» . JlaJTblie T JaThl poskAeHus 1 cMepTu. [on
POXKICHUS NeWCTBUTEIHHO MOXOWII Ha €€, HO TOJIbKO 3TO ObLI JeBATHAIIIATHIA BeK, a JaTa CMEPTH U
OJM3KO HE COOTBETCTBOBAJIA HbIHEIIHeMY roxy. Heyxenu oHa Torga co cHa ommomnacsk? BaneHTuHa
CepreeBHa cTOsJ1a, HUYEro He IOHUMasI.

— Koneuno, BbI 0003HAIMCh, — MOATBEPAWI ee Joraaky 3adanyes. — [Tocie KommapHOi HOYH,
I'PO3BI 3TOM, OMSATH ke CIaIi yPHIBKAMHU.

— Tak 4TO Xe, HHYero 3Toro He ObUIO? — elle JO KOHIIa He Beps, cripocunia [leryxoBa. — U
KYTKHX JKCHIIVH, U PYKH, TIOKAa3aBIICHUCS U3 MOTHIBI?

— Hy koneuHo, — nocnieioBas oTeeT. — Bee 3T0 BaM IPUCHWIOCH. A UMs Ha ITAMATHUKE ITOX0XKE
Ha Ballle, B TOPSTYKe HEMYIPEHO OBUIO OIMOUTHCS.
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Banentnna CepreeBHa B HEIOyMEHMH IEPEeBOAMIIA TJla3a C OFHOTO Ha Jpyroro. 3adayeB
BeceJIo yJbloascs, uio ke Mutu 0bu1o Haxmypeno. OH ellie pa3 BHUMATEIbHO IPOYNTAN HAATHUCh.

— Iloxoxe Ha npaBay, — 3alyMYMBO Mpou3Hec Muts. — XOT4. ..

— A Bama wucropusi, Muts, He cpoanu s ucropuu Banentunsl CepreeBHbl? — 3abanyeB
HACMEIIIMBO MOCMOTpell Ha BopoOseBa. — BopoOyIiiek BbI MO HEHATJISTHBIN, IPU3HANTECH, UTO BCE
9TO MPUAYMAJH, TaK CKa3aTh, OABITPAIN HaIlleH yBaxkaeMoi OuOIMoTeKapiie.

— Bpockre! — cepauto Bo3pasmwit Muts. — Banentuna CepreeBHa, BO3MOXKHO, U OIIMOIACh, HO
s1-T0 OBUI B Tpe3BoM yme. TloiinemMre, MoKaKy BaM MECTO PacKOIIOK.

On OpIcTpo 3armaran cpeau Haarpoouit. CiaeqoM 3a HUM JBUHYJICS U 3a0alTyeB.

INeryxoBa mesnach 3a HUIMH CJIeIOM U YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOs1 IOCTEIHEN Ty pOd.

Kazanock 6bl1, pagoBarbcst Hafo. Bee okazasoch mpocto aypHbiM cHOM. OHaKO cepiiie Moj-
CKa3bIBaJIO: HE BCE 3/1€Ch TaK MPOCTO. ..

ToBapuiy ee ObLIH yke JOBOJIBHO Aajieko. OHM OCTAaHOBWJIVICH U, OKHMBJIEHHO KECTUKYIUPYS,
0 4eM-To criopwii. HexoTs1 mofonia Kk HUM 1 OHa.

I[NepBoe, uto yBUIENA, OBLT TAMSATHHK, Ta camasi oy pa3ouTas foprueckasi kononHa. [on Hei,
KaK CBHJETEbCTBOBAJIA HA/IMKCh, TOKOMIACh AeBriia Japbs MuxaitioBHa CypuHa.

— Hy Bor, y6emumuch, Banentuna CepreeBHa? — 3adaiyeB MoKa3ajl PyKoW Ha MOTHIILHYIO
Hachinb. — Hukakux crnenoB packonok. [nura Ha Mecte, Aa BB MIOCMOTPUTE, BE/Ib HUKAKUX CIIEOB!

— Ilpo1u1o HECKONBKO JIET, — XMYypO 3aMeTii1 Murs.

— Kakux net? — 3a0asyeB sI3BUTEIIBHO YCMEXHYJICS. — 3/1€Ch HUYEro He M3MEHUJIOCh C MOMEHTA
niorpeGenus. Bbl, TOMHUTCS, CKa3ay, YTO OCTABHJIM MOTHITY OTKPBITOM?

— Ee mormum 1 3aKkomnars.

— W ne ocraButh HUKakux cienos? [lomunyitte. HeyxTo nepeno MHoi KpaeBeJ 1 apxeosor?

— Taxk BBI XOTHTE CKa3aTh, UTO s BCe BbIAyMas? — JInio MuTH MOK pblIoCh KPACHBIMHU TSITHAMU.

— Ycnokoiitech, ToyOunK. S HU4Yero He yTBepxkaaio, HO (haKTHI. . .

— A ums Ha namsTHUKE?

—Hy, ums. .. Ero BbI Mo mpounTath B rpeciioByToi KHure Kokyea, a yTo BbI 371eCh ObIBAIN
Y paHbllle, s He COMHEBAIOCh.

— JlamHo, uaemMte Hazajl, — MaxHys1 pyKor Muts. — MoxeT ObITb, 3TO 1 K JIy4iieMy. Bo Bcsikom
cllydae, HIYero He HY)XKHO OOBsCHSTh, Ja U BanentnHe CepreeBHe, Kak BBISICHUIOCh, HUYETO HE
yrpOXaer.

— 41 cwbHO yctana, — xano6Ho nporoBopuiia IleryxoBa. UyBCTBO OMacHOCTH HE TOJBKO HE
MOKMHYJIO €€ — HaIpOTHB, CTAIO cujibHee. YTo-To TyT ObUTO He Tak. — JlaBaiiTe rmepeoXHeM.

— KoneuHo-koHe4Ho, — ogxBaTuil 3adaiyeB. — [lepe1oxHyTh Hy:KHO 00si3aTennbHO. [a u epe-
KYCHTb ObI HE MEIIIaJIO.

OH OMH COXpaHsUT CIIOKOMCTBUE U MPHUCYTCTBUE yXa U ObLI, Ka3aJI0Ch, Becesl. BricTpo pasio-
KW Ha TpaBe Oenylo candeTky, JOCTal Koe-Kakylo cHeb. Basentuna CepreeBHa BCIIOMHIUIA TIPO
CBOE MOJIOKO, IOCTaJIa U3 KOP3UHKU KPHUHKY.

— He xenaere, I[lerp IlerpoBuu?

— Her-ner, — 3abanyeB cnenan Ope3rnuByio rpuMacy. — He yrorpeoistio.

— A 1, noxanyi, Buinbio. — M oHa nogiHecna KpuHKy Ko pry. — ®@y! Jla mosoko ckucio! A Benb
YTPOM TOJIBKO XO3sIKa HaJJOMJIA. . .

— Huuero ynuButenbHOro, — 3ametii 3adainyeB. — JKapko cerofHsi, BOT U pe3yibrar. Hy:kHO
B MOJIOKO CaaTh JIATYIIKY, TOIIa HA 32 YTO HE CKUCHET.

— Kakas ragocts! — Banentuny CepreeBHy nepeaepHysio OT OTBpAIlIEHUs.

— Tak, roBopuTte, CEeromHs yTpoM HagomIn ? — MUTs ¢ TIOOOMBITCTBOM B3sU1 KPUHKY U TIOHIOXAJT
conepkuMoe. — Brieyatienue takoe, OyaTo eMy JHS TpU-YeThipe, BOH Aaxe noseneHeno. — OH BbUInII
MOJIOKO Ha 3eMJIIO.
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Onn o Hazaa. [To gopore co ckyku Bamentuna CepreeBHa Hadana coOMparh TpuObl U
CKopo HaOpasa nosHyio kop3uHy. Ho 1 310 He pagosaso. ['onoBa Obia MojHa caMbIX TPOTUBOPEYH-
BbIX MbIciiel. C OMHOM CTOPOHBI, BCe Bpoje Obl CKJIaapBasiock Xopoio. Ho ¢ apyroii... Banentuna
CepreeBHa MOIJIa TIOKJISICTBCS, YTO CIIyUYMBIIIEECs ei He MPUBHUIEIIOCh.

Jla 1 cTpaHHOe CyITIecTBO B ropoackom napke? Beapb 31o-To 010! A paccka3z Mutu? Heyxenu
oH Bce nmpuayman? 3auem? Ciona noexal... C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI: Ijie HAIIUCh, T/e Clie/Ibl PACKOIIOK ?

Bunumo, y kaxaoro ronoBa Obula 3aHsATa MOAOOHBIMU MBICTSMU. B MonmuaHuu IOILHM /10
nagaTKy.

— A pasneiie-to yto? — cipocuna Banentuna CepreeBHa.

Murts momnyai.

OtkmkHysncs 3abaiyes.

— 41 mymaio, — Havas OH, — HY’KHO BO3BpaIaThCs B TOpojl. — Bee MposicCHUIIOCh: He ObLIIO HUKAKOW
HAJIITUCH, /12 U KJIQAOUIIE 3TO caMoe 0ObyHOe. YTo cTaprHHOE — 3T0 BepHO. Ho He Ooee. A KOJTyHbI
BCE 3TH, OKUBIIIE MEPTBELIbl — IO BOCIIAJICHHOTO BOOOPaKEHUS.

Muts Kak-TO CTpaHHO TIOCMOTPEJT Ha HETo.

— Murs, TH yX TpU3HANCS, YTO XOTeJN, TaK CKa3arhb, pa3birpaTh Banentuny Cepreepny. Umen
Ha Hee 3y0, Hy u momryTui cierka. IllyTka, KOHEYHO, HE COBCEM yadyHasi, HO OpuruHaibHas. U s,
CTaphbIil Ocell, MOKHO CKa3aTh, MOBEPUJ TeOe, Ionepcst B 90AKYI0 JaTb. . .

— Ma, — ckazan Murts xMypo. — 10 ObUIa IIyTKA.

Banentnna CepreeBHa HeIOyMeHHO MocMoTpena Ha Hero. OHa BooOIIIe repecraia 4To-JIuto
MOHUMATb.

— Hy 4ro %, maBaiite coouparncs, — ckazan 3adaityeB.

Murts Mom4a Konajcsl y MOTOLIMKJIA.

— MHe Hajo K X03s1iiKe cOerarh, — crioxBaruiach [leryxoBa. — Kop3uHy eii oTaarth, Bely cBou
3aXBaTUTh.

— Hy, nagaiite OpicTpee. K Beuepy xoTenoch Obl OBITh JIOMA.

Xossiika BcTpeTuia ee y BopoT. OHa cujiena Ha JIaBOYKe Y NOIIsbIBaIa Ha Hee C JIIOOMbIT-
CTBOM.

— I'puboB-To HabGpana! [la Bce oguH K ogHOMY. — OHa ¢ MIHTEpecOM MOCMOTpesia B KOP3UHY.

— Yeskalo s, BOT 3a Bel[aMU MpUIIUIa. 32 KOP3UHY Cracuoo.

— He ycrniena npuexatb — onath ye3xaenib. CTpaHHas Thl, BasieHTHHa, xeHmuHa. Hy 4rto xe,
BOJISI TBOSI. ..

— Bospmute Baily KpuHKY.

— Hy kak, MOIOYKO-TO MOHPAaBWIOCH? Y MEHS BKYCHOE MOJIOUKO, HE YeTa FOPOACKOMY.

— Jla cKuCJI0 OHO, MOJIOKO BalIle.

— Kak ckucio, He moxet ObiTh! — CTapyxa noHoxana KpuHKy. — JleiictButesnsHo. [la Beap s
yTPOM HAJOMJIa, HE MOKET Takoro ObITh. [1ocToit, mocToi, moctoii. — OHa BHUMATEIHHO MOCMOTpeJIa
Ha [leryxoBy. — Thl Besib 110 Jiecy He oHa xoausa?

— He onnHa, — nonTBepauia ta. — Mbl BTpoeM nprexaiy, Ha MOTOLMKJIE.

— A KTO TBOM TOBapUIIH?

— OObIYHBIE JIIOIU, CTAPUYOK OJIMH — B apXUBE PadOTaeT, U KCTOPHK HAIll TOPOACKOM. [la B uem
1eno-1o?

Crapyxa HAYero He OTBeTW/IA. 3amoryaia, 4YTo-To oOaymbiBasi. Uepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT OHa
MONPOCHUIIA:

— Cnyiaii, TIOKaXxu UX MHe.

— Hy noiinemre, TOJBKO BBl MHE BCE-TaKU OOBSCHHUTE, B YeM MPUYMHA BaIllero uHrepeca?

— Ilocne oOBsicHIO, TIOMIEM CKOpee.

MuHyT Yepe3 MATHAALATH OHU MOAOILIM K TOMY MeCTy, TJie CTOsIa nayiatka. Bee yxke ObUIo
cJIokeHo. Bossiie Motonukiia cTosu1 onuH Muts.
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— A Ilerp IlerpoBuu rae? — cnpocuna [eryxoBa.

— Ha Tyt 661, — MuTs orisiziesncs o cropoHam. — Ceiiyac mpuaeT, HaBepHoe.

Crapyxa BHUMaTeIbHO oriisiaena MuTio, moTom noBepHynack K Banentune CepreeBHe:

— Ctapuuok-To — KyJ1a OH Aescs?

Ta HeToyMeHHO NoXaJa Ie4aMu.

— Ilerp [lerpoBuu! — 3akpuuan Murts. — ['ne Bbl, uauTte ciona!

Ho B niecy 6b110 THXO.

— Tak, peGsTKY, — yTBEPAUTEILHO MPOU3HECHA CTapyXa. — A Beb TO KOJIYH ObLI.

— Kakoi kongyn?! — ucnyraHHo BockJMKHYsa Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— Jla crapu4oK-To Baiil. Bbl BOT €ro kJere, a OH, KOHEYHO, HE SIBUTCS.

— C 4ero BBI 9TO B3$UIM, YTO OH KOJIIyH? — BHUMATEJIHHO TJISIsl Ha CTapyXy, COpOCHI MuUTs..

— Jla MOJIOKO CBEsXee CKUCIIO B MUHYTY — 3TO NepBbIi npu3Hak. K Tomy xe ucues oH. [Touemy?

— MoxeT ObITh, IPUAET? — HepelmmTeIbHO MpoTsaHyIa [leTyxoBa.

— A camu-To BBl KTO? — MUTS, Ka3aJI0Ch, HE YAUBHJICS COOOIIECHHIO.

— d-10? la HUKTO, 00XKbs cTapyiika. — OHa ycMeXHYIach. — MecTHast )KUTeJIbHUIIA.

— MHe enie Ha KJ1agouIe moka3aaoch — 3a0amyeB Kak-ToO CTpaHHO ceOsl Bell.

— Taxk BbI ¥ Ha KJIaAOMIIE ObLTM? — YIUBIIIACH cTapyxa. — A 3aueM? He mopa v MHe BCIo IpaBLy
pacckazarb?

— C kakoii 310 cratu? — BCKUHYIcs Murs.

— A c takoil. be3 MeHsi Bbl Bpsi[J JIM BBITYTa€TECh U3 3TON UCTOPHU.

— Dre, T, 6a0Ka, BUAHO, U3 TOM K€ IMAUKH. .. — IPOTAHYT MUTS.

— Tody, nypenn! U3 maiiku. .. Tel, ToyOOK, 1a 1 OAPHILIHS TBOSI, IO BCEMY BHUATh, B TAKYIO
niepeesiKy Monaiy — He MpuBeau rocrnofb. Cagurech Ha Ballly TapaxTesiKy Jia moeaeM ko MHe. Her-
HET, 51 HOraMu JIONly, — OTMaxHysach 0a0ka Ha MpUIJIalieHre CeCTh B KOJSICKY.

CoBcem cOuTasi ¢ TOJIKY BCeMHU STUMU uyaecamu, Banentuna CepreeBHa Momuia psijioM co CTa-
pyxoi, Muts noexai Boepen.

— Tw1 MHe cpa3y Obl Bce pacckaszasia, Mojib3bl ObLI0 Obl OoJIbIIe. A ceitvac... — baOka Heomnpe-
JeJICHHO MaxXHyJ1a PyKOM.

— Jla c yero Obl s1 TOKJIABIBATH CTAJIa, ¥ TAK OIMH pa3 yKe Bce paccKasasia, BOH UTO MOy YHIIOCH.
BrI roBopure, koiayH. [la ObITh 3TOr0 HE MOXeT!

Bckope oHM BTpoeM cujienu 3a CTOJIOM B TOCTEITPUUMHON M30€ XO3SIMKH. MUTS 3ayMYMBO
MOKOCHJICS] HA MKOHBI, TIepeBesT B3MIsI Ha 0a0Ky, MOMPOCK pa3pelieHnsl 3aKypHTh.

— Her, cblHOK, y MeHSI He KypsAT, XO4elllb JbIMUTh — U BO JBOP.

3anbIxTen camoBap, 3a0yJbKaJl B CTaKaHaxX Yail.

— Hy xe, %1y, — BIacTHO mpousHecna crapyxa. — JlaBaii, mepBasi pacckasblBail, — KUBHYJIA OHA
Banentune CepreeBte.

Ha mpotstkeHnu Bcero pacckasa OHa Movajia, MHOTJa 33 JyMYMBO KMBajla TOJIOBOM, U TOJIBKO
Koryia OuOIMoTeKapIa OMKUChIBAJIA BUJICHHOE Ha KJIaOUIIe, cTapyXa JI0CaIJIUBO KPSAKHYJIA:

— Dk Tebs yropazauio! 1 gero Tel MHe cpa3y Bcero He pacckazana! Hy, tereps T, — 0OpaTu-
Jlack OHa K Mwure.

Korga ero uictopus Obuia 3aBepiiieHa, crapyxa Mmorpocua;

— Hy a teneps o Tperbem. O KongyHe 3TOM.

[NepeduBas apyr Apyra, OHM CTATM PACCKa3bIBATh O COOBITUSX MOCIETHUX THEH.

— a, — 3akmounia Arpunivia Ky3bMUHUYHA, — HEUCTTOBEAMMBI, TOCIIOAM, Jiej1a TBOU. Bbl Tpe-
Oyete, 4TOOBI 51 OTKPBUIA BaM I1a3a Ha Mpoucxozsiee. MoXHO, KOHEYHO, TOJIBKO He XyKe JI OT 3TOT0
craner? JlagHo. Hy, npo JluxoneeBky Bbl Koe-4To 3HaeTe. YTO TyT M3AaBHA KOJNJIYHBI KUBYT. DTO
BepHO. Ho He onau konayHsl. Bot s1, Haripumep. C yepHbIMU He 3HAIOCh, XOTsI [IeJIa UX MHE U3BECTHBI.
W onm menst He TporaioT. CocyiecTByeM, 3HAYUT, TOBOPSI MO-COBPEMEHHOMY. UTO TYT K Yyemy, JOJITO
pacckasblBaTh, 1a ¥ 3HaTh BaM 3TOr0 HeoOs13areabHo. OTHAKO KOE-UTO MPUAETCS PA3bsICHUTD.
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Tol, BanentuHa, Buaena OpeBHHMI 0Opsj, MPOCTOMY CMEPTHOMY BHIIETh KOTOPBIA HUKAaK
Hesb3s1. Kak OHM MepTBBIX TOMHUMAIOT U JJTsI 4ero — 310 ocodoe aeso. Ho uto Twl cynp0y cBOIO Mpo-
YHTaJIa HA MOTHJILBHOM KaMHE — B 9TOM He coMHeBaiics. OHU Bce crenaioT, 4ToObl Tedsl yXaijakarh.
Onu Te0s1 Tak IPOCTO HE OTITYCTAT. DTOT, KOTOPOTO Bbl 3a0ajlyeBbIM Ha3blBaeTe, BOBCE M He 3a0a-
JyeB, a T1aBHbIN uX. [Ipocto oH npunsn Bug storo [lerpa IlerpoBuya. 1o onu ymerot. B ropone
TeOe MooCaNy KyKJTy-TiepeBepThiia. M KonayH ¢ BaMu yBs3aJics, TeNepb OH I/Ie-TO PsiIoM XOAUT,
eci © He 9TO MOJIOKO, MOXET CTaThCs, OblTa OBl JJT BaC CErOAHAIIHSSA HOub nocnenHen. CiryJaii-
HocTb noziBesa. Ho onu, koHeuHo, He oTcTynstcs. bega B ToM, 4To MOMOYb BaM HUYEM HE MOTY.
3aroBopsl HYXKHO 3HaTh OCOObIE, 3aKJISTUA. 3a JIeHb MHE Bac He 0OyuuTh. [lepeHouyiiTe y MeHs,
TYT Bac HUKTO HE TPOHET, a 3aBTpa CaIUTECh Ha CBOIO TApaxTeliKy — U B ropos. Tebde, Banentuna, s
COBETYI0 BOOOIIE yexaTh Kyaa-HUOY/Ib MOJaIbIIIE.

Banentuna CepreeBHa 1 Muts cuenn Moirya, OCMBICIMBAS YCIIBIILIAHHOE.

— Heyxenu HU4ero Henb3s cAenaTh? — CpOCUII HakoHel MuTsl.

— Oryero xe? MoxHO. MOXHO NOUTH K IVIABHOMY MXHEMY (HAalTU €ro HEeCJIOXKHO), 1acTb
Ha KOJICHH, MOMPOCUTh MUJIOCTH. MOJKET, U TIPOCTST, HO TOrJa JIIOAbMU BBl OOJbllle He Oynere, a
oyzmete... — Tyt oHa 3amouaia.

— Kewm xe? — nopasumcsy Briepen, cnpocuia Muts.

— Jlyumie Bam 00 3ToM He 3Hath. Ho ectb u apyroii Boixod. O HEM s yke rOBOpUIIa — JIydllie
BCero yoexarb, ecJii CyMeere.

— A eciu NOUTH B MWIKIIMIO, paccKka3aTh Bce?

— Jla xTO Bam moBepuT? A ecii ¥ TIOBepAT, Ky/a Thl MX MpUBEJIellb, Ha Kiaaouie? Bot eciu
ObI TOro TIpochpeccopa, MPo KOTOPOTO Thl PACCKa3biBa. .. YeloBEK OH, Cy/si 1O BCceMy, TOHUMAIOIIHI.
Jla 94TO C HUM CITyYMJIOCh, THI U caM He 3Haellb. He 3Haers Beab?

Muta npomomyal.

— Hy nanHo, ocTaBaiiTech HoueBaTb. YTpO Beuepa MyJpeHee.

— Iocnymaiire, ArpunnuHa Ky3pMUHUYHA, a HE pacCKakeTe, YTO ITO 3a KOJAYHbI Takue? —
cripocuiia Banentuna CepreeBHa.

Kak HM cTpaHHO, OHa IaBHO HE MCIBITHIBAJIA HUKAKOTO CTpaxa, OAHO HECTEPIMMOE JII0OOMbIT-
CTBO.

— Hy uto x, paccka3zars MoxkHO. — CTapyxa 3alyMYMBO IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOMX rocTei. — Xyxke
oT 31oro He OyneT. JKMBYT OHHM TyT C He3anaMsTHBIX BpeMeH. VIX HEMHOro, HO CHJIy OHH UMEIOT
6onpiryo. Yero ckpbiBaTh, caMa B 9TOM Jejie KOe-4TO MOHMMAM. JIeunTs Jiofieil Mory, HaroBOphI
3HAl0, HY J1a JIAJIHO. ..

Panbllle oHM B cTpaxe BCIO OKPYTy Jepkaiu. beiBasio, HU ofHa cBagbOa 0e3 uX paspelieHus
He urpajack. [la yro npocroil Hapoauuiko. .. [Tomemuku onacanucs. He yronut UM KTo — HaUIIOT
MPU3PAK WU ellle KaKylo YepTOBILIMHY, a TO CIJIa3AT, YaXHET YeJIOBeK. . .

C necHoit 1 GOIOTHOM HEKUTHIO TOXKe sIKIaoTcsl. Ceityac, KOHEYHO, BpeMsl IPYroe, 3aTarIvCh.
Jla o mpaBe cka3arb, OCTAJIOCh X COBCEM HEMHOI'O, BOT OTTOIO, YTO YyIOT CBOIO TOJIMHY, 3allle-
Beuch. TyT npogeccop 3TOT elnie, BUIHO, CUJIbHO UX Hamyrai. U ele ckaxy: KOHEUHO, UM Ipo-
CTO YeJlOBeKa CO CBeTy CKuTb. be3 Besikux (pokyco. Hanpumep, B 00J10TO yTAHYTh, YMOPUTH TPH-
O0M MoraHsIM, 1a MaJjio i Kak. Ho He Moryt onu 6e3 BeiBepTOB. Camu ce0s1 yBakaTh NepecTaHyT.
[ToaToMy 1 0OCTaBISIOT BCe, CIIOBHO B ITUpke. CHavaa HamyraioT 0 MOIYyCMEPTH, a YK TIOTOM JIH0O
Ha OpIoXe TMoI3aTh 3aCTaBJISIIOT, OO0 B METII0 3aCYHYT.

Omna npepBana pacckas, IOCMOTpeJia Ha XOAUKH, MUPHO THUKAIOLIIE Ha CTEHE:

— Hy ut0 %), Bpems nosaxee. ..

Murts yuien Ha ceHoBall, a Banentuna CepreeBHa elle J10Jro BOpoyasaach Ha CBOEi KpoBarH,
MIPUCITYIIUBASCH K KQXKAOMY IIOPOXY.

CniozapaHky cTaiai coOMparbesi. BrICTpO ynokuan B MOTOIMKI Beti. CTtapyxa CcTosiia TyT ke,
MOJT4a CMOTpeJia, KUBaJla YeMY-TO TOJIOBOM.
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Hakownen Tponysuch. baGka nepekpectiiia X Ha JOPOTY U CKa3ajia HaIroC/IeIOK:

— BBl yk OCTOpOXHEH e3:xaiTe, a B TOpOJIe TOKE OMacaiuTech.

OTbexaB HEMHOTO OT IepeBHH, MUTSI OCTAaHOBMJI MOTOIUKII.

— Be1 uto-T0 320b1TH, MuTS? — [leTyxoBa BONPOCUTEIHFHO TIOCMOTpEJIA Ha CBOETO CITyTHHUKA.

— Xorten s BaM Koe-4To pacckasath, BasentuHa CepreeBHa, 1a nipu 0aOke He permaics. Bee
e s1 ei 0 KOHIIa He Bepio.

— INocnymaiite, Muts, uro Bbl Bce MeHs: Basientnna CepreeBHa a Banentuna CepreeBHa.
3oBute npocto — BanenTuHa, a ayyie Bans.

Murts ynbIOHyCS:

— Hy uro x, Basns tak Bans, a Beap He1aBHO MBI C BAMH Uy Th JIM He Bparamu Obld. Tak BOT, —
JIMIIO €ro MoCepbhe3HeNo, — OyKBaIbHO 32 TIapy JHEH JI0 Hallleld BCTPEYH B TOPOJCKOM apXHBe MOTyYalo
s iicbMo. OT koro 0wl BB iymMamu? Ot Ctpymca! I[Tucbmo odens kpatkoe. JKuB rpodeccop u 310poB
¥ 04YeHb XOoTeJ Obl yBUIeThCs. [Tuter, 4to qHel yepes MsTh, TO €CTh CerofiHsi, OyeT B HallleM ropofe.
Boi1 B ucbMe U TeniepoH, o KOTOpOMY 1 00sI3aTeIbHO JIOKEH O3BOHUTh. BOT OHO, MUCBMO 3TO. —
W oH goctan U3 BHyTPEHHEro KapMaHa MSTHI KOHBEPT U NPOTsAHYJ ero [leTyxoBoid.

— Her-ner, — otaepHyna ona pyky. — C Kakoii ctaty s Oy[y YuTaTh 4yXkue nicbma?

— Hy xoporo. — Muts cHOBa cripsiTai nMchbMO. — Kak ToJIbKO preaeM B ropoj, cpasy HO3BOHIO
1o 3Tomy Tesiepony. Ham Hy)kHO 00s13aTelIbHO BCTPETUTHCS ¢ podeccopom. Bonbliie HaeaTbes He
Ha KOro.

— A 9TO, €ciM 3TO TOKE MPOUCKU TEMHBIX CHJI? — 33 JyMUMBO MIPOU3HECIa OMOIMOTEeKapIIa.

— Yro X, He MOTY UCKJTIOUMTh U TAKOW MOBOPOT. OJJHAKO YTO HaM TepsATh? A MOTOM, BCIOMHUTE
MOJIOKO, — YCMEXHYJIcsl OH. — BepHoe cpezctBo. Kynum B MarasuHe 1o OyThUIKE, BO3bMEM € COOOM
Ha Bcrpeuy. CKHUCHET — 3HauuT, podeccop KONIyH.

— W uto Torna?

— Toraa ocraercst cepeOpsiHAsI MyJs.

— A 11e ee B3STh?

— [lepenbio 6aOyIIKMHY JTOKEUKY.

MoToLMKII B3peBe U MOHeCcs 1O MbUIBHOM JOpore.

Banentnna CepreeBHa, IJIOXO CHaBLIasi HOYBIO, ApeMalla B KOJSICKE, HECMOTPsSI Ha TPSCKYIO
JOpOry.

Bne3sartHo MoTOIMKI1 6pocuio B ctopoHy. OHa B HEJOYMEHUH OTKPbUIA IJ1a3a ¥ YBUEa TPSIMO
niepes; coOoi Ha gopore peOeHKa.

MoTouuk MYajics MpsIMO Ha Hero, MUTS JIMXOpaIoyHO BRIBOpaYMBai pyisb. [letyxoBa ouerne-
HEJIO CMOTpeJia Ha HA/IBUTAIOIIEeCs JIMLO. DTO ObLT TOT CAMBIN MaJIbYMK, KOTOPbINA MPUCHUIICS €i B
nome crapyxu. HUKakoro COMHeHwsI, JIMIIO ero OHa 3aloMHMJIa Hakpenko. Cefiuac oH yipioacs, HO
KaK-TO KPUBO U OECCMBICTIEHHO, KaK yIbIOaoTCs UAMOTHL. OH ObLT yKe B METpe OT MOTOIMKJIA.

Murts pe3ko oBepHYJI pyJib, 1 MOTOLIMKJI C TPECKOM cBauiuiIcs B KioBeT. [locnennee, uto ycnena
yBuzeThb [letyxoBa, —3T0 (pUrypa CTpaHHOro MaJIbuMKa, OTOPBABIIASICS OT 3eMJIM U Kak Obl TAPHBIIIAsT
HaJ1 JOPOTOil.

Omna ObICTpO MpHIILIA B ce0s 1 TMOIbITaIach BeTaTh. K yauBieHuio, e 1o ynanock. Bee Teno
6011eI10, HO 0COOBIX MOBPEKICHUI OHA He Tomyuria. OHa rnouckana razamMu Murio. OH Jiexan TyT
*ke psgom. ['onoBa ero OblTa B KPOBH, pyKa HEECTECTBEHHO BBIBEPHYTA.

— Hy BoT, — cKka3aJ oH, efBa ImeBesis rydamu. — Bce-Takv OHU MeHS JIOKOHAJTH.

Banentnna CepreeBHa OpocHiach K HEMY, MOIBITATIACh NIEPEBSI3aTh IIATKOM. 3aTeM BBICKO-
YKJIa Ha MYCTBIHHYIO JOPOTY, 30BS1 Ha TIOMOIIIb.

— Banentuna CepreeBHa, Bans! — ycibimiana oHa ca0blii rosioc. — Mute crona!

[leryxoBa nogunHMIACE.

— BosbmuTe mucbMO, OHO B KapMaHe MUAXKaKa, CpsiubTe M HUKOMY He ToKasbiBaiite. W 00s-
3aTeJIbHO IMO3BOHUTE I10 ITOMY Tesle]OHY.
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— Her, Murts, He Haj10. — OHa TIIETHO MbITAJIACh CAEPKATh CJIE3bI.

— Bospmurte, 51 Bac oueHs rnpoiiy. — ['onoc ero copcem ocnaden. OH IoTepsis1 CO3HaHKE.

[NeryxoBa MalMHAIBHO AOCTala MSTHIA KOHBEPT M CYHYJIa €ro B CBOIO CyMKy. IloToM moms-
exaJll Kakue-To JIIOAY, Havasiachk cyera. [losBunace mummimsi, «Ckopast momorib». OKOHYaTeTbHO
MpUIIUIA OHA B ceOs TOJIBKO B TIPUEMHOM TIOKOE TOPOACKOM OONBHUIIBI, T/Ie el 00padoTaiv yIuoObl
Y CCaJIUHBI.

Murts B Gecco3HATETLHOM COCTOSTHUM ObUT B peaHUMAITUH.

COUBYMBO M HEBIOMA/1 OTBEYAsIa OHA Ha BOMPOCH MAJIMIIMH, & TOTOM OblIa I0CTaBJIeHa JOMO.

BesyuacTHo cuena Ha JMBaHe, YCTAaBUBIIKCH B OOHY TOUKY. He ObLlI0 HU MBICIIEH, HU JKeTaHusI
Ky/1a-TO WATH, YTO-TO JesaTh. JJaBHBIM-JaBHO CTEMHENIO, HO KOTOPBIA OBbLT Yac, OHa He Mpe/ICTaB-
nsina. EquHCTBEHHOE, YeM Obljla 3aHSTa ee roJIoBa, — 9TO MOJICUETOM, CKOJIBKO K€ € OCTAIOCh KUTh.
[Touemy-TO OHa HMKaK HE MOIJIa TOYHO COCUUTATh, CKOJIBKO K€ JHEW MPOLUIO C TOW 3JI0CYACTHOW
HOYHY Ha KJIagouIie.

JleBsTh, HET, BOCEMb. .. WK ceMb? HeT, BoceMb... wim neBsath? Lludpsl menkam B ronose
CYXMMH KOCTSIIIKaMHU cueToB. Kaxkercs, oHa cxommna ¢ yma. Kak HM CTpaHHO, OTBJIEK KakKOH-TO
crnadbiil cBeT B npuxoxeid. OHa Koe-Kak BCTala M 3arisHysia Tyga. CBeTwsioch 3epkasio. Mepraio
M3HYTPH caObIM 3€JIEHOBAThIM CBETOM, HATIOMHUHASI TJIOXO OCBEIIEHHBIN aKBApUYM.

ITO CTapUHHOE 3epKaJIo (HAI0 CKa3aTh, OPSAKOM OMYTHEBIIIEE) CTOSIIO B KBapTupe [letyxo-
BOI1 TaBHBIM-JIaBHO. He BeIOpachiBasia OHa ero TOJIBKO U3-32 KPACHBOM Ye€pHOTo iepeBa pambl. Huko-
I71a JI0 3TOTO MOJIOE 3ePKaJio He CBETUIIOCh.

Banentnna CepreeBHa HACTOJIBKO MPUBBIKJIA K UyJecaM, 4To HaOmogaia 3a CTPaHHBIM SIBJIe-
HHeM 0e30 BCSIKOro crpaxa. OHa TOJbKO MAlIMHAJIBHO OTMETHJIA, YTO 3€PKaJlo HE OTpaXaeT mpe[-
MeTbl. CBeUeHMe MOCTENEeHHO HApacTalo, ¥ BHYTPU €ro CTATM Pa3MuMMBbl [[BA CHUIIy3Ta, KOTOpPHIE
MOCTENEeHHO MpUOIMKanch. HakoHel OHM OKa3aInch TOBOJBHO OJIM3KO OT paMbl, HO TIO TY CTOPOHY
3epkasia. BanentriHa CepreeBHa y3Halla B OJIHOM M3 CHIIYSTOB Ty 0cO0y, KOTOpasi B IapKe rojcena K
Hell Ha CKaMeWKy U Jie3Jla Co CTpaHHBIMU pa3roBopamu. BepHee, He y3Hasa, a cCKopee Jorajianach 1o
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIM OQHTHKAM U JIEHTaM Ha I1J1aThe, TOTOMY UTO JIMIIO ee ObUIO Kak Obl B TeHU. BTopoii
e CHITYST MPUHAAJIeRKAT MYKUMHE CPeTHHX JIeT, Kak MoKa3anoch [1eTyxoBoii, B BOGHHOM MYyHJMpE.
JIutio ero Toxe ObUIO TPYIHO Pa3IunIUMO.

OHM OCTAaHOBUJIUCH U TIPUCEITH, HO Ha YTO, HENb3s1 ObUIO MOHATH. Kazanock, X OKpyxkaer 3erne-
HOBaTblil TyMaH. BaeszanHo [letyxoBa ychplmana rojoca. OHY 1M HE U3 3epKajia, a Kak Obl BO3HU-
KaJI1 TIOCPEH MPUXOXKEH, IPUUeM ObLTH ITyXHe ¥ MOHOTOHHBIE.

— Ona Hac BUAUT? — CIPOCUIT KEHCKUIA T'OJI0C.

— U emme yBUaMT HE pa3, — cKa3aj MyXCKOM.

—Yro ee xner?

— Morwuna.

— CKoJbKO el ocTaioch?

— Bocewmb anen.

— Ectb 11 BBIXOZ?

— Boixopga Her.

— Boixon ectb Beerna! — paspazics BOPYT BBICOKMH JETCKMI rojsioc. B Tor ke mur pasgasncs
TPECK M CTAJIO TEMHO.

Banentnna CepreeBHa BKJIIOUMJIA B TIPUXOKEH CBET. Bee 3epKasio ObUIO MOKPHITO T'YCTOM CETHIO
TpemmuH. D10 ObUTO0 YKacHO. [axe noma Het criaceHusi! OHa OBICTPO OfIeNIaCh, HAKMHYJIA TUIAIL, B3sJ1a
CYMOUKY U BbIOe:Kajia U3 KBapTUPHI.

Kyna unru? Koneuno xe, B 6ompauIly K Mute. 1 ona nobexana no HouynsiM yiuiam. Eif kaza-
JIOCh, YTO €€ KTO-TO TpeciieayeT, MepeliINCh KaKie-T0 TeHH, HO OJIHO jKeJlaHhe CKopee YBHUIETh
MurTio, y3HaTh, KaK OH ceOsl YyBCTBYET, JKHB JIM, 3ACTABUJIO MO3a0bITh O CTpaxax.
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Bot u 6opHuIa. OHa BOEkasa B MyCTHIHHBINA BECTUOIONb U PBAHYJIACH B OT/IEJICHHE peaHrMa-

LIMHU.

— Kyna BbI? — 3aKpryaa 3acriaHHasi HIHEuKa.

— MHue k BopoObeBy, — ymonsitorie nonpocuia Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— OH cnwr.

— A Kak ero camouyBcTBUE?

— HeBaxnoe. CiiomaHa pyka, HECKOJIBKO pedep, COTPSICEHHE MO3Tra, HO ONTACHOCTH ISl KU3HU
HeT.

— MoxHo, 51 monoxay 3aech 10 yTpa? — [leryxoBa BOIPOCUTETBHO IIOCMOTpENA HA HSIHEUKY.

— Jleno Baite, — paBHOAYIITHO OTO3BAJIACh Ta.

— A 3a4em ke 371ech? — BAPYT CIPOCUJT Ye-TO TOJI0C.

[NeryxoBa pe3ko 0OepHyIaCh.

Ilepen Hel cTOSN TOBOJIBHO MOXKUJION, HEBBICOKOTO POCTA, KPYIVIEHbKUI, YPE3BbIYAIHO CUM-
MATUYHBIA YeJIOBeK C YMHBIMU BECEIbIMU IJ1a3aMHU.

«Her, oH He u3 3THX», — cpazy ke pemmia Banentnna CepreeBHa.

— K10 BBHI? — cripocuia oHa.

— 4 — Ctpymc, — IpocTo OTBETUIT YeloBeK. — A Bbl, 0ueBUAHO, Banentuna Cepreesna [lery-
xoBa?

— Jla, — yAMBJIEHHO TTPOM3HEC/A OHA. — A BbI OTKY/Ia 3HaeTe?

— 4 TyT He3agonro N0 Barero npuxoaa odmaics ¢ Mureid. OH XOTh 1 c1ad, HO B CO3HAHWH.
OH-TO U paccka3ayl MHE BCE Ballli MpUKJII0YeHus. Bkpariie, koneuHo. OCOOEHHO MYYHTh 51 €ro He
CcTaJl, HO, HafIeI0Ch, BBI JOTIOJTHUTE.

— Hy xax on? — cnpocuna IleryxoBa.

—Tlopazpo nyurtie, yem 51 oxugan. Keratu, 3T0 Bpauu pa3penwim MHe ¢ HUM rodeceoBats. Hy
noiinemte, Basientuna Cepreesna. Het Huyero Jiydiiie, 4eM MporyJsika ¢ JaMoi aBr'yCTOBCKOUW HOYBIO.

W oH rananTHO B351 OMOIMOTEKAPIITY TIOI PYKY. YAMBHUTENIBHO, HO HAIIA 1aMa He COIPOTUB-
JIS171aCh, OHU BBHIIIUTA U3 OOJTBbHHUIIBL.

B xotopsiii yike pa3 nepeckaspiBasia Banentuna CepreeBHa UCTOPUIO CBOUX MPUKJIIOUEHUN U
JoBUJIa ceOs1 Ha MBICIIHM, YTO TH NepecKas3bl HUCKOJIBKO el He Hajoenu. Bonee Toro, oHa Bomuia BO
BKYC U, XOTs TPSCJIACh OT CTPaxa, BCe PaBHO CMaKOBaJIa MOAPOOHOCTH.

Cupmenu oHM B HEeOOJIBIIIOM, HO BechbMa ymoOHoM Homepe Ctpymca. ['ocTuHMIIA, B KOTOPOH
)u mpogpeccop, Obuta xoporro u3BectHa Banentune CepreeBHe, XOTs caMa OHa ObLyTa 3/1€Ch MEPBBIit
pa3. B Heil 0OBIYHO OCTAaHABJIMBAIUCH CaMble BBICOKME MAPTUIHBIE U TIPOYME YMHBI, TOCTOPOHHUX B
Hee He myckanu. M ofHO To, 4To mpodeccop KUl B TAKOM MECTe, CBUJIETEILCTBOBAJIO, 0 MHEHUIO
Banentunsl CepreeBHbl, UTO MPEACTABUTENIEM HEUMCTON CHIIBI OH OBITh HE MOXET.

[leryxoBa cupena B MATKOM KOXAaHOM Kpecjie W )KMBO ONMUCHIBAaja CBOM CTOJIKHOBEHHS C
OyXaMH.

[Tpodeccop Mexay TeM HAIMII PIOMOYKY KOHbsIKA, TIOKOCHJICS Ha Hee, KUBHYJ Ha OyTBLUIKY,
MoJ1, He xoTuTe Jiu? OHa SHEPruyHO 3aMaxajia roJIoBOM.

— Hy, neno Bame! — I[Ipogeccop MeneHHO BBINUIL, 3aKyCHIT 10JbKOH JIuMoHa. [locMoTpen Ha
OUOIMOTEKApIITY, KaK el TIOKa3aI0Ch, CO CKPBITON HACMEIIIKOM U BIACTHBIM KECTOM PYKU OCTAaHOBHII
3axBaThIBAIOIIEe TIOBECTBOBAHUE HA TOJTYCIIOBE.

— JIoBOJIbHO, TONMYOYIIIKA, — CKa3aJl OH MSITKO, HO pelIuTesbHO. — Pacckas Bail o4eHb Toy4vu-
TeJIeH U HACTOJIbKO KMBOIMCEH, YTO HAMTOMUHAET MHe (M «barmaackuit Bop».

Banentuna CepreeBHa obuieniach ¥ IOKpacHesa:

— Bbl MHe He BepuTte?

— Hy otuero ke, Bepio, koneuHo. Ho, — mpogeccop moaHs1 BBepX yKazaTelbHbIN Majel, — 3a
BCEMHU STUMH YKACAIOIIMMU MOAPOOHOCTSIMU HESICHO OITHO, TOYEMY OHU 32 BaMH OXOTATCS ?
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— Bor 3T0-TO Kak pa3 siCHel SICHOro, — 3anajabuuBo Havyasa IletyxoBa, — 51 BUesna ux TailHy1o
[IEPEMOHUIO Ha KJIQJIOUIIE. . .

— A g aymaro, He CIieIIMaIbHO JIU JIJTs Bac ObUIa 9Ta camasi liepeMOHH st opraHn3oBaHa. To ecTb 5
XOUy CKa3aTh, He ObLI JI 3TOT BECh CIIEKTAKJIb TIOITOTOBJICH 3apaHee U CPEeKUCCUPOBAH TAIAHTIIMBLIM
PEKHICCEPOM.

— Tak BBl cuuTaere, 4To BCE ITH Y:KaChl — MUCTUDUKAIUS?

— OtHionp Het! Be3ycioBHO, TYT HAJIMIIO camasi HacTosimast YepHas Marusi. Ho BOT 3auem oHU
BaM JIEMOHCTPHPOBAJIU ¥ IEMOHCTPUPYIOT JIO CHX TIOP Bech cBOM apceHas? Hanbornee, s1 Ol cKazan,
M3bICKaHHbIe TPIOKU. — OH 3acMesyicsl M CHOBA HAIOJTHWUJI PIOMKY. — Bee 9Tu mpencka3zaHus Hacyer
TPUHAIATU JTHEW... KyTKoe 3HaMeHue. He mporre i ObUIO 3aTSHYTh Bac B TPSICHUHY, KOTOPBIX,
KCTaTH, B TeX MeCTaX MOJHBIM-TIONHO, WA OOPYIIUTh Ha TOJIOBY THWIOE epeBo. [Tpocto u apdek-
TUBHO.

— A motonuk? — 3akpruyaia Oudnmmorekapiia. — 51 ke IyTh-4yTh He Toruosa.

— MMeHHO «uyTh-uyTh». Ha Bac ke HeT Hu eMHOI LiaparuHBbl.

— [apanussl ecthb, — YHBUIO Tipor3Heca [leTyxoBa 1 MCKoca TJIsHYJIa B BUCEBIIIee HAIPOTUB
3epKaJo.

— 310 He cunTaercs. Tenepp MoCIeHUI MU0/ BUAECHNUS B IpUXoxked. Beaph BaM ObLIO SICHO
CKa3aHO: BBIXOJI €CTh.

— Ila rae xe on?

— INoroaure, moroxute — He Bee cpa3y. CHauasa pa3zdepeMcs, 3a4eM Bbl UM IMOHATOOUIIHCh. A
npasja, 3auem?

[eryxoBa HEeIOyMEHHO MTPOMOJTYAIIA.

— Kak MHe kaxercsi, Bcsl UCTOPHSI MMeeT TTyOOKUI CMBICT. DTO OTHIONb HE Ybe-TO XKeJIaHWe
CKUTh Bac CO CBeTY. Bellb BbI, HACKOJILKO MHE U3BECTHO, TIOJIb3yeTeCh B 3JeIITHEM OOIIECTBE pernyTa-
1IMell HEYTOMUMOM aTeUCTKHU.

— Ha! — ¢ nocrouncTBOM KuBHYa rojiooii Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— Bor umenno. — IIpodeccop oOMM3HYN SA3BIKOM T'yObI, TTIOKOCHJICS Ha PIOMKY, HO IUTHh HE
crai. — Tak BOT. DTH YepHbIe Maru, KOJAYHbI, BUUMO, OUeHb CTAphl. B MpoIuIBil pa3 HaM, K Coxa-
JICHWI0, HE TIPUIIIOCh ¢ HUMH TooOIaThes JuyHo. Haneock, Ha 3ToT pa3... — OH OoCTaHOBUIICS.
3amormuan, ooaymbiBast. — Tak BOT, HACTOSIIMI KOJIIYH JOJKEH 00s13aTesIbHO MepeaaTh CBOU 3HAHUS,
CBOIO, eciii XxoTute, crty. Komy? EcrecTBeHHO, He TIepBOMY BCTPEUHOMY.

— BrI XxoTHTE CKa3arTh. .. — mopanack Briepes [leryxosa.

— WMnadve roBopsi, — He oOpaliiasi Ha Hee BHUMaHUS, poaoikan CTpyMc, — eMy HY)KHBI YYCHUKH.
MHe kaxeTcsi, pojib TAKOTO yUeHHKa OTBeJieHa BaM. — [leTyxoBa B M3yMJIGHUM BHITapallyia Iiasa.

— Yro BH Tapamutech Ha MeHsi? Jla! iMeHHO Bam, Tak, BO BCAKOM ciiyyae, MHE KaxKeTcsl.
HecomHeHHO, OHU JI0JITO TIPUCMATPUBAJIUCH, HO PEITyTalysl Y Bac BIOJHE MOIXOASINIAS.

Banentnna CepreeBHa He Haxojwia cjioB. HakoHel OHa miepeBelia JyX M HEYBEPEHHO CIIPO-
cuia:

— Ecnm crieioBath Bareii JIOTUKeE, TO TToYeMy Obl UM ITPOCTO HE MPUITH KO MHe?

— Jla, — nepedun ee npodeccop, — B3ATh 32 PyKy U CKa3aTh: MoOWeM, JioOe3Has BaneHTnHa
[eryxoBa, MBI criesiaeM TeOst BeIbMOW U HAyYUM KaTaThCsl Ha momedie. S gymaro, rjiaBHast UX el —
pacTonTaTh Ballle «s1», MOJTHOCTHIO JIUIIUTH BOJIH, 3aCTABUTH MTPUTION3TH K HUM Ha Kapaukax. A yx
MOTOM. ...

— To, uTo BBI TOBOPUTE, COBEPIIEHHENUIIINIA B3/I0P, — BCIJIECHYJIA OHA PYKaMH.

— A mo-MoeMy, 3TO eIMHCTBEHHO BepHOe 0ObsicHeHue. TeM Oosiee UTo ¢ TIOOOHBIM ClTydaeM
MHE yKe TTPUXOJUIIOCH CTATKUBATHCS.

S Xouy HEMHOXKKO paccKa3aTh O BCEH TOU YepToBIIMHE. MUTS yXke, KOHEYHO, IIPOCBETHI Bac
HacyeT MeHs1. [IefCTBUTEIIHFHO CYIECTBYET HeKOe HayYHOe yUpexkJIeHUe, HA30BeM ero WHCTUTYTOM,
3aHUMAIOIIeeCs] M3yYeHUEM pa3IMYHbIX CBePXbEeCTeCTBEHHBIX siBieHH. CO3/1aH MHCTUTYT elle J0
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BOIIHBI, 110 YKa3aHUIO OTHOM OYEHb KPYITHOU rocyapcTBeHHou purypsl. [loquepkusaio, oueHb KpyI-
Hou! Bbl cipocure, 11 yero? A BOT Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC HE UMEIO IpaBa OTBETUTh. CKaky TOJIbKO, UTO
HEBUAMMBIN MU OKa3bIBAET HA HAIIY )KU3Hb 3HAUYUTEILHO OOJbIIE BIMSHUS, YeM PUHSITO TyMarTh.
U Ttak 6110 Beerna. Ene B He3anamsTHbIe BpeMeHa Ha Pycr BOJIXBBI yIIPaBIIsiIN KU3HBIO M CMEPTHIO
THICSY U ThICSTY. LIepKOBb BBHITECHWMIIA UX, U OHU YIIUIM B TIOMIOJNbE, HO HE UcUe3Nu. [[peBHee 3HaHue
HecJIoch uepes croneTus. I3mMeHssich 1 TpaHcopMupysch, OHO JOILIO JO HAIIMX JHEH.

B BocemHaaiatom Beke B Poccio mpoHHMKIM MUCTUKH U KaOOamvcTsl 3amana. Kamoctpo,
Cen-KepmeH — 3tu MeHa oOmen3BecTHel. Ho Masio KTo 3HaeT, 4yTo HeKoTopoe BpeMs B Poccru
ObLIa MTa0-KBapPTUPA BIUATEIBHOTO U CBEPXCEKPETHOTO OpJieHa po3eHK pelitiepoB. KomnyHs! 3anana
HACTOMYMBO UCKAJIM CBS3EH C MECTHbBIMM caTtaHucTamu. W Hanmu. Ha kakoe-To BpeMsi po3eHKpeit-
1iepsl B Poccun o6penu nmpeskHee MoryiecTBo. beuto 1o Bo Bpemena [Napna I. OqHako cMepTh numrie-
paropa pa3pylnia UxX IUIaHBbL.

[Tpu momomy Bonme6cTBa Bepimch oonbliime aena. Ceituac 3To Kaxercs: Opeom, HO MMe-
I0TCSI TIOJUIMHHbIE CBUJIETENILCTBA OYEBU/LIEB, KOTOPHIM Hesb3sl He BepuTh. CKakeMm, ITOCTOBEPHO
M3BECTHO, UTO TpeAroaraeMelii 6pak HamoneoHna u cectpsl umreparopa Ajekcanjapa [ b1 pac-
cTpoeH ¢ nomoipio Marun. K npuniiecce Obi1 mocaH (paHToM, KOTOPBIHA MPUHEC ei OTPyOSIeHHYIO
rojioBy (bpaHIly3cKOi KoposieBel Mapun-AHTyaHeTThl. Hamek noctatouno mpo3padeH. [TomoOHBIX
MCTOPUI MOKHO MPUBECTH HEMAJIO.

[TpaBuTENILCTBO OUEHBb OECTIOKOMIIO HAJTMYME TAHBIX KOJOBCKUX Ky/IbTOB B Poccuu. Benb oHM
ObLIM HENIOJIBJIACTHBI ITAPCKOM BOJIE, a TOT, KTO HE MOAYMHSETCs, BbI3bIBaeT onaceHue. [loatomy rpu
TpeTbeM OTIENIeHNH TIO YKa3aHUIO TpecioByToro benkenmopda Obuta cozgana ocodas ciyxbda 1o
6opnoe ¢ konpoBcTBOM. CrtbHOE OECIOKOMCTBO BJIACTEH BHI3BIBAJIO BIMSHKUE Pa3HOrO poaa KOJmy-
HOB Ha Hapogl. OCOOEHHO YCHIIMBAJIOCh OHO BO BpeMs HeypokaeB. Hepenku ObLH cydar MacCOBOTO
cymaciiectBrsi. Clydanuch M yesoBeueckre skepTBbl. COOBITHS YaCTEHBKO MPUHUMATHA KPOBABbIN
xapaktep. KoHeuHo, 1 paHblile, B CEMHA/AIIATOM, BOCEMHA/IIIATOM BEKaX, BJIACTh aKTUBHO OOPOJIACh
C KOI0BCTBOM. ApxuBbl [IprKaza TaliHBIX JeJ1 MOJHBI JOKYMEHTOB O cily4asix BopoxOsl. Ho Torma ¢
YIMYEHHBIMHU B KOJIZIOBCTBE MOCTYMAIN MPOCTO: UX CKUTATH WU TOIHIIH.

OpHako Bce 3TO JaJeKo O Hallero ABaJLaToro Beka. B camoM Hayasie CTONETHS MbIILIHBIM
I[BETOM PACIIBEJIM BCAKHE TAlHblE CEKThI, MUCTUYECKHUE TPYIIIBI, caTaHuHCKUe Onenus. [locie peBo-
Jmonuu 0060 BceM 3TOM 3a0bli. Bpems Obuto 1 6e3 Toro crpamHoe. Ho KoayHbl COXpaHUIMCh, OHU
3aTanIMCh BOT B TakuX JIMXozieeBKax 1 nmepexuin Bee auxoneTbs. Keratu, ux ropasno 6omblie, yem
BBl MOXeTe ceOe MpeACTaBiTh. ECTh OHU M B OOBIYHBIX cellax, U B OonblnX ropogax. Ho nvenHo B
JIuxoneeBke Ux TBEPABIHA.

— Iocaymiaitte, npodeccop, — npepsana ero IleryxoBa, — yem Bce-Takd KOHUMIJIOCH Ballle C
HUMM CTOJIKHOBEHUE?

— A, Muta pacckaszan. [Ja HuueM. MBI TOorga xorean BMeCTe ¢ MOMM acCUCTEHTOM bestoBbim
BBIKOIIATh OJIMH U3 TaK Ha3bIBAEMbIX OMOPOOOTOB, HY, ITPOILE FTOBOPSI, ’KUBBIX MEPTBELIOB U YBE3TH €T0
B MHCTUTYT Ha UCCIIeioBaHue. MUTsI, HAaBepHOE, TOBOPHJI, YTO Mbl OOHAPYKMIIM HECKOJIBKO OMOAHO-
Mauiii Ha kiaaouiie. OqHy U3 HUX packornaiau. I[TotoM, Kak Bbl IOMHUTE, KOJIIyHBl HACJIAJIM HA HAC
MepTBeloB. Mbl OTOMIUCE. $I, COOCTBEHHO TOBOPS, K Aal Yero-HuOya» nogpodHoro. CioBoM, Koraa
Ha JPYyroil AeHb MBI TIONLIM Ha KJIAJOUIIE, TO HE CMOTJIM OOHAPYKUTh HA OJIHOW aKTMBHOW TOUYKH.
Morwuna aesunpl CypuHo#t Oblia 3akorana. Mpl packonanu ee cHoBa. M uto Obl Bbl gymanu? OHa
Obl1a mycta. Mbl pelmiy MpoBeCTH BTOPYI0 HOUb B HaileM Jjiarepe. COOCTBEHHO, 3TO s PeIIn, —
MIONpaBIJICS OH. — MUTs He Bhiiepxkan u yexan. Kons Besos Toxke 61 Ha rpanu 6erctBa. Ho camoe
MHTEPECHOE, YTO Ha BTOPYIO HOUb HUKTO He MpHIIeN, Bce ObUIo TUXO. M Toraa s MOHsI, YTO MBI UX
cryraynu. [lombitancs moroBoputh B epeBHe. Ho Bce Obui TOYHO rmyxue. Mexay mpourM, Barry
6a6ky Arpunmnuny Ky3sMUHUYHY XOpOIIo MOMHIO. Tak 1 He MOHsII, KTO OHA Takasi. OHa eqMHCTBEeH-
Has He YKJIOHWJIACh OT Oecelpl co MHOM. MOKHO MOHSITh, UYTO CTapyIIKa — MPEACTABUTENb Oesoi
Maruu, J100pbIX CUJI, KOTOpble OOBIYHO MUPHO COCYITIECTBYIOT C YepHOM Marveil. Bol Kak mo0uTes-
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HUIa cOopa rpuOOB 3HAETe, YTO PSAAOM MHUPHO YXKUBAIOTCS SIOBUTHIE MOTaHKUA M OOpoBUKU. U y
HEUMCTOU CHUJIBI TO ke camoe. KcraTh, 3T0 He IPOTUBOPEYUT M CAMUM TAHBIM YUSHUSIM.

— A 3abanyeB, OH KTO?

— ApxuBapuyc Bami? K coxanenuio, s ¢ HuM He3HakoM. Bo3MoxHbI 1Ba BapuaHTa. [lepBblii:
YTO OH JIEUCTBUTENILHO OIMH U3 HUX M HAMEPEHHO MOPOUYMJI BaC, BTOPOW: YTO HACTOSIIINIA KOJIIYH
MPUHST OONHMK 3TOro 3adajyeBa, YTO 3HAUUTENBHO cllokHee. OOBIYHO MepeBOIUIOMATLCS, A elle
Ha CTOJIb JUTUTENIBHBI CPOK, MOTYT JIMIIb CaMble-camble... Tak 4To CKOpel BCEero CTapuk Ball U3
YEpHOKHMKHUKOB. §I 00s13aTeIbHO C HUM MTO3HAKOMITIOCh.

— U Bce ke 4TO MHe Jenarh?

— Jla H1uero, coObITUSI CaMH HAXOMAT Bac.

— OnHako Hevero cKa3aTb, YTeHIWIIN.

— Hy a uro Bbl xoTermm? UToObI 51 IPUCTABMII K BaM JIBYX AIOKHMX MOJIOAIIOB B Ka4eCTBE TeJO-
XpaHUTeNeH WM MpoYnTall 3aKJIMHaHKs? Bee 9T0 B MOMX cuiax, HO Bpsa Jiu Oyaer Tonk. Tak 4to
xaute. Ha Bammem mecte 51 Obl caM MpeAripuHsiT KOHTpaeicTBust. CHoBa Obl oexaut B JInxoneeBky u
C TTOMOIIIBIO TOM CTAPYIIKHU MOCTapacst Obl BCTYNUTh B KOHTAKT C HUMH.

— To ectb BbI TOJNKaeTe MeHsI K HUM B pyku? — BasientriHa CepreeBHa BCTasla U B3BOJTHOBAHHO
3axoAusIa Mo KoMHaTe. MallvHaIbHO B3sIa OHA B PYKH PIOMKY C KOHBSIKOM, TaK kK€ MallMHAIBHO
BBITIHJIA.

CrpyMc nocMoTpesn Ha Hee ¢ ogoOpeHreM: — OIHAKO BHI JieflaeTe YCIeXu, Cyasi 0 BCEMY, BbI
BecbMa penresbHbL. Tak B 60ii! A THUTH 51 0Oecrieyy.

[NepcriekTiBa OOPHOBI C HEYHUCTOM CHIION OYEHb HAIIOMUHAJIA CPAKEHHSI C BETPSHBIMUA MeJlb-
Hunamu, a Banentuna CepreeBHa He cunrtana [Jon Kuxora cBonm uaeanom. OqHako ObUIO B 9TOM
YTO-TO HEOOBIYAHO TIpUBJIeKaTesbHoe. [leTyxoBa Hagonro 3aaymanach. MIHOra OHa MOMIsIIbIBasIa
Ha CTpyMmca, Kak Obl IPUKU/ABIBASI ¥ B3BELIMBAasi CBOM BO3MOXHOCTH. HakoHell oHa cripocuia:

— Hy a uto Bce 310 naer?

— Yro naer, — BcTpenieHyscss CTpyMc, — 0 YeM Bbl, KOMY JaeT, HAPOAHOMY XO3SIMCTBY, 4TO JIK?

— Hy, nonyctum, crpane Harei?

— Crpane, s IymMaro, He IaCT HI9Yero, HO OMUJTYITe, TOyOyIIKa, HeyKeIh BAM CaMOU He MHTe-
pecHo? Pa3Be mpeacTaBUTCS BOBMOXKHOCTb MEPEKUTH €IlIe Pa3 TAKOE 3aXBaThIBAIOIIEe MPUKITIOUe-
Hue. [Ipuyunim Bac rio0aIbHO MBIC/IUTB: «...4TO JIaeT crpaHe!..» — OH 3axoxotan. — Tak u BUguTCs
razeTHasl 3aMeTKa Toj 3aroioBkoMm «[epou cpeau Hac». «B. C. IleryxoBa pazoOnaunia U OTmpa-
BUWJIA HAa KOCTEp TPYIIITY KOJIYHOB-BpeauTeneil. OTBakHask JKEHIIMHA yI0CTOeHA MPaBUTEIbCTBEHHOM
Harpajisl. ..»

[NeryxoBa 3acMesinach. YIMBUTEBHO, 32 HECKOJIBKO JHEH B €€ MUPOBO33PEHUH MPOU3OIILIH
3ameTHbIe cIBUrH. He To 4ToOBI Mcuesna uaeonornyeckas 3amopeHHoctb. Ho Mup nepecran cocto-
STh U3 YEPHBIX U OEJIbIX TOHOB, OH HAIOJHWJICS KPAacKaMH, 3aCBEPKaJl, KaK COJIHIIE B JIy)Xe MOcie
TOXKSL.

— 41 cornacha, — IpPOCTO MPOU3HEC/IA OHA, M STH HETOPOIUIMBbIE CJIOBA €Ile pa3 JOKa3aju, YTo
MOYTH B KaxJ0H xeHiuHe Tantcs JKanna ' Apk wim xots1 661 Cobsi KoBaneBckast.

— Urak, 51 nmoBTOpstio, — OyTHUYHBIM TOHOM MPORokua CTpyMC, — HUKAKMX aKTUBHBIX JEH-
CTBUI HE TMpPEANPUHUMATh, O KaKJOM IIare NOKJIaablBaTh MHE JIMYHO, TeJaedoH y Bac ecTb. s
Hayasa 3aBTpa, HEeT, CErofiHsl, — MOMPABUJICS OH, — CXOUTE B apXxMB K 3abanyeBy. Huuero emy He pac-
ckasbiBaiiTe. [IpocTo nmprcMoTprTech K HeMy nmoBHUMatesbHee. Kakve-HuOyab CTpaHHOCTH B TIOBE-
JEeHuM, B pa3roBope. .. pukcupyiire Bce. Hy a Teneps Bam Hazio gomoin. Ceilyac 1 paciopsikych, Bac
OTBE3YT.

Banentuna CepreeBHa Ipe/icTaBUiIa CBOIO MYCTYIO KBAPTUPY, 3€PKAJIO B IIPUXOKEN U MOEKU-
J1ach.

— Yac mpuzpakoB ysxe npoies! — BockiMkHyn CTpyMc, 3aMeTuB ee KonebaHus. — A TO ocTa-
BaiTech y MeHsl. MecTa XBaTuT.
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— Her, Her, — pemmTensHO OTBEpIVIa €ro MpeiokeHne Haia 1ama. Ee HpaBcTBEHHOCTD ocTa-
BaJIach MOCJIeTHEN TBEPIBIHEN B MOIITHON HEKOTa KPEeroCcTy JEBUUECKOTO HEJTOMYIPHSI.

Bnusuics Beyep, Korjga OHa CHOBa BOIILIA B 3jaHKe apxuBa. be3 cTyka oTKpblia ABepb KaOUHeTa
3abanyeBa. CTapuioK CUfeN, CKJIOHUBIIUCH HAJl KAKUMHU-TO OyMaramu. YCJIbIIIaB IIyM, OH TIOJHSUT
TOJIOBY, 1 JIUIIO €r0 PaCIUIbUIOCh B IPUBETIIMBOM YJIBIOKE.

— Banentuna Cepreesna?! Kakumu cynpbamu?! [JaBHEHbKO, TaBHEHBKO Bac HE ObLJIO BUJIHO.
C yem noxanosanu?

[NeryxoBa mprcTaIbHO MOCMOTpENIA HA HEro, He 3Has, Kak ceOsl BECTH.

«Yro 310? — oyMasia oHa. — Heyxenu oH OyAeT OTpHUIaTh, YTO Mbl BUJICJTUCH TPH THS Ha3aq?»

— Iletp IlerpoBuy, 1a Beapb s OblIa y Bac B 3TOT MOHEJEITHHUIK.

— B nonenensuuk? Yro Bbl, Baentnna CepreeBHa! B noHenenpHUK apxuB He padoTal, y Hac
ObLT caHieHb. MOXeTe CIIPOCUTh y COTPYJHUKOB.

«He Oynem yrnyonstecs B getanu, — nogymana [leryxosa. — He Oblia Tak He ObLta».

— Hy, 3HauwT, 51 ommoack, MOXeT ObITh, XOTeJIa 3alTH.

— A 4TO BaM MOHA0OUIIOCH?

— Jla BOT nHTEpecyIoCh AEPEBEHbKOW OHOM, JIMXoeeBKa Ha3bIBACTCHI.

— A, 3Ha10, — apXMBapUyC HACMEIUTMBO NOISAE] Ha Hee, — 9TO Iie pa3Hble CTPAHHOCTH MPO-
UCXOJIAT.

— Kakue, nanpumep?

— Hy roBopsT, 0ueBHIHO TEMHbIE JIIOX, YTO TaM KOJIILYHBI )KUBYT, MEPTBEIIHI 110 JIECaM BOKPYT
Xo#AT. — [71a3a ero Tak U CBETHJIMCH 3JI0PAJCTBOM.

«KoneuHo, 310 ObUI OH, — yOenuiach OudnroTekapia. — Bee 3HaeT aa eine u u3eBaeTcs, CBO-
JIOUb».

— Ierp IlerpoBuy, 1aBaiiTe rOBOPUTh OTKPOBEHHO, YTO Bbl OT MEHsI XOTUTE, 3a4eM TpaBUTE,
TOZICBUIAETE 3Ty HEUUCTh?

— Tosapu [etyxoBa, 1a BbI 370pOBHI i ? — JIUI0 apXxuBapryca MpUHSIO 03a004YeHHOE BhIpa-
KEHUe.

Banentnna CepreeBHa BCKOUMJIA U, HE MPOINASCh, PBAHYJIaCh K ABEPSIM.

— A 3atem, Muasi, — BAPYT pa3aajics C3a1u JETCKHA TOJI0C, — YTO Thl HY’KHA HaM.

[NeryxoBa cTpemMuTesbHO OOEpHYJIACh U YBUJIENA, UTO HA CTYJIe, IJIe TOIBKO 4To cuaen 3abda-
JIyeB, TeNepb CUJIUT JABEITHUI Oen0oOpBICH MaIbuYOHKA, BUJEHHBIN €10 MOCIEIHUNA pa3 Ha JOpore.
PeGeHOK XOMOMHO YIIBIOATICS U TPO3KJT €1 TTATbUUKOM.

— Ioesxait, Munasi, cHoBa B JIMxoneeBKy, He MoKaJieelllb, — MMCKJISIBBIM TOJIOCOM M3PEK OH.

[NeryxoBa KMHYJIAaCh K MaJIbYMIIIKE, ¥ BIPYT OH Mponaji. B komHare Obu10 mycTo. B pacrepsin-
HOCTH CTOsJIa OMOIMOTEKapIiia, HO TYT pacKpbLIach JIBeph U Bollel 3adanyes.

— IIpuBeTcTBYIO, TPUBETCTBYIO! — PAJOCTHO 3aKpUYasl OH. — A sl B XpaHUIIHILE Oeras, 3aX0xy,
a TYT BBL

INetyxoBa MeAJIEHHO OMYCTHJIACH HA CTYIL.

— 51 6pla y Bac B IOHEAGIBHUK, — OCTOPOKHO HavyaJla OHa.

— Hy na. — 3abanyeB BHUMAaTENILHO MOVIsIACNT Ha Hee. — Bcio Houb mpocuaenu BMecte ¢ Muteid.
XoTenu elle exaTh B JEPEBHIO Ty, KaK OHA TaM Ha3bIBaeTcs. .. $1, K COKaJIeHHIO, OM03/1aJ1, B KBapTHpe
HEeOOJBINON MOXKap CITyYHIICs, IPOBOJKA 3aropesiach HY C TOro HU ¢ cero. [Ipubesxai Kk Bam, cka3aiu,
41O BB yke yexanu. Hy u kak cbezaumm? Yto-Hubynp y3Hamm?

Banentuna CepreeBHa NOJHSIACH U, HE OTBeYasi, HAIPABUJIACh K IBEPU. Y MOpora oHa 0OepHy-
Jlach, CHOBA OXHJasi yBUAETh BMecTo 3adanyeBa pedbeHka. Ho [etp [leTpoBud pacTepssHHO U y4yacT-
JIMBO CMOTpEJT Ha Hee.

Beuepom Toro ke aus [leryxoBa cHOBa Oblia B HOMepe y mpodeccopa.
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— Tak, Tak, oueHb HHTepecHO. — [Ipodeccop MoTUpan pyku OT yAOBOJIbCTBHSA. — 3HAYUT, CHA-
yasia ObLT ofiH 3abaityeB, a 3ateM apyroi? U pederok? Hy a pasHuIly, pa3HUILY-TO MEKIY STUMU
JBYMsI BBl 3aMeTHIIN?

Banentuna CepreeBHa HeTOyMEHHO TOKaJIa TICYAMH.

— Hy kakue-uu6ynp neranu? [maza, Harnpumep?

— Jla s 0cOOeHHO He MPUTTIAABIBANIACK, TTPaBa, MHE IMOKA3aJI0Ch, UTO MepBbiid 3a0anyeB ObuI
KaKOW-TO HEECTECTBEHHBI, CIIMIIIKOM BECEJIbIi, UTO JH. .. Kak-To yXk O4eHb OKUBJICHHBIN.

IMpodeccop 3amymunBo nornsapBa Ha [leTyxoBy.

— Bce-Taku MHe KaxkeTcs, IeJI0 TYT clokHee. 1 TyMaut, 9TOT apXuBaprycC TOKE U3 UX KOMITAHUH.
Ho, Bugumo, ommmoces. Craercst MHe, 3/1eCh MIMEeT MECTO HarpaBJieHHasl TaJUTIONMHALIMS, & MOXET, 1
TOTO Cepbe3Hee, MOKET, TYT KIACCUUYECKUIT 000POTEHb.

Terepp pedenok. [Touemy MMeHHO peOeHOK, MamburK? Ha KOro oH Mmoxox, 4to BOOOIIE BbI
000 BceM 3TOM 3Haete? Beap 9TO IUTS BBl BUJUTE HE B TIEPBBIN pa3?

— Ja, — monrBepauia [leTyxoBa, — MepBbIi pa3 OH MHE TIPUCHUJICS, BTOPOU pa3 s BUJEIA ero
Ha II0CCe 3a CeKYH/y [0 aBapHu, Hy U B 3epKaiie. Ml oH MHe aOCOMIOTHO HE3HAKOM, XOTsI Bpoze Obl
KOT0-TO HallOMUHAET.

Banentrna CepreeBHa Hampsria maMsaTh, HO HUYETO OMPeJIeIEHHOTO BCIIOMHUThL HE CMOIJIA.

— JlagHo, — cka3an Ctpymc, — ¢ 3TuM elle pazdoepeMcst. 3HAUUT, TAMHCTBEHHBIN MaJIBIII ITOCO-
BeTOBaJ BaM exath B JIuxoneeBky? BoT u 51 BaM COBETYIO, U BECbMa HACTOSATEIIHHO.

— A ckaxwure, — Banentuna CepreeBHa BHUMATEIBHO MocMoTpesia Ha CTpyMca, — OHU 3HAIOT,
YTO BbI B ropojie?

— Be3 comHeHw s, 3HAIOT OHU, KOHEYHO, ¥ TO, YTO BHl B JAHHYI0 MUHYTY HaXOIUTECh Yy MEHs.
Ho, yBepsiio Bac, 3T0 He UMeeT HUKAKOTO 3HAYeHUSI.

—To ectb? — He nonsuia Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— BunuTte 1, ronmyOyIiKa, OHM HACTOJIBKO YBEPEHBI B CBOMX CHJIAX, UTO He 0OpaIaloT BHUMA-
HUS Ha TIPOTUBHUKA, /14, BUUMO, U IPOTUBHUKOM-TO MEHSI HE CUMTAIOT. 3HAeTe, KaK WHOI/IA yBJie-
KAIOIIUICS MMAaXMaTUCT, 3aHATHIA OCYIIIECTBJICHUEM XUTPOYMHON KOMOMHAITUY, He 0OpalaeT BHUMA-
HUSI Ha Xofbl conepHUKa. Tak u 3aech. Hy 4TO 51 M. .. KaKOR-TO JKaJIKUI CMEPTHBIN, /1a U HE BO MHE
7eno, a B Bac. M TyT B XOJI MyIIIEHBI BCE CPEJ/ICTBA.

— CrpartHo-To Kak, — cofporayiace [leryxosa.

— Ha, — cornacuics npodeccop, — cutyarus HeBecenasi. M Bce ke MOMHUTE, YTO CKa3al 3TOT
MAaJTIOTKA B 3epKajie: «BhIXoI Bceraa ecTb».

Mo nopore nomoit pazmbinuisuia Banentuna CepreeBHa 060 BceM YBUIEHHOM U YCIIBIIIIAHHOM
Y TIPUIIJIA K BBIBOIY, YTO OMACHOCTU TOJILKO HauumHAIOTCSA. OCOOEHHO 3aHMMAJl ee TAauHCTBEHHBIN
pedeHok. OnpeziesieHHO OH Ha KOro-To moxox. Ha koro?

CoBceM cremHeNo, Korja oHa mpuuuia gJoMmoil. Brimounna Bciogy ceer. Iloyxunana. Cra-
poe 3epKajio B MPUXOKEH HEM3MEHHO MPUTITUBAIO K cebe ee B3rIsAA. Bes ero nmoBepxHOCTh Oblia
MOKPBITA CETHIO MEJIKUX TPEIUH. A UTO, €CJTU MOTYIIUTh CBET U TIOCMOTPETh, MOXKET OBITh, 3€PKaJIo
cHoBa 3acBeTuTcsi? HecMOTps Ha cTpax, OHa Tak U cAenana. B TeMHOTe 10/1ro, MOXET ObITh, C MOJ-
yaca, CMOTpeJia OHa Ha 3epKajio, HO OHO OCTaBaJIOCh MO-TIPEKHEMY TEMHBIM.

Bce-Taku mno pebeHka He qaBano ei mokosi. [louemy-To Ka3anock, YTo JIMIIO 3TO ObLIO U3 ee
COOCTBEHHOTO JeTcTBA. MOXKeT ObITh, KAKOH-TO ABOPOBBHI MAJIBUMIIKA WM COCell 1o ToMy? YV Hee
MeJIbKHYJIa MBIC/Tb TTOJTUCTATh CeMEWHBIN anbOoM. OHa JOCTasa ero ¢ TaXepKU M OCTOPOKHO pac-
KpbLTa MACCUBHYIO, OOTSHYTYIO CHHUM TUTIONIeM KpbimKy. Ha mon ynan Bopox dotokaprodyek. OHa
noyio0pasia ux U crajia Me[IeHHO niepeduparth. Bor Mama, oTelr, BOT OHa yke B3pociasi, C OApyramMH.
Balymka ¢ geaymikoit. A Ha 3ToU Kaprouke ei Jjiet necatb. Cton! Ee nuio... oHO Tak Moxoxke Ha
7m0 Toro pedeHka. Tak BOT OTKy[a YyBCTBO, UTO OHA ero 3HaeT. Ho Kak 310 MoxeT ObITh?!

U TyT OHa BCMOMHMIIA ¥ TTOXO0JT0/IeNa. JJaBHBIM-IaBHO, B IOPY PaHHEH MOJIOAOCTH, ObLT Y HAIlIeH
OuOIMOTeKApIIY OypPHBIN, HO CKOPOTEUHBII POMaH C OIHUM MOJIOIBIM YeJIoBeKOM. TOT BhigaBas ceost
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3a JIETYMKA, HO Ha MOBEPKY OKa3aJicsi OyXrajarepoM, YeM CHJIbHO CHU3WII CBOIO LIEHHOCTDb B IJIa3ax
Banentunsl CepreeBnsl. OHa He coOMpaiach CBSA3bIBATH KU3Hb C KAKUM-TO CUETOBOJIOM, Ja M OH He
ropen xkenanreM. OHU MUPHO pacCTaJIiCh.

OpnHako poMaH UMel HerpusTHbIe nocnencTBrs. Kak Hu ckpeiBana BanenTnHa, Kak HU 3aTsi-
T'MBaJIach B KOPCET, MaTh CKOPO 000 BceM Jioraaiack. Beixos Ot HaliieH oueHb ObicTpo. Ee ormpa-
BUJIM K JaJIbHEW pOJCTBEeHHUIIe, KuBIed B KoHotore. TaM oHa G1aronoiiyyHo poawia MajibuuKa.
PeGeHok ObLT TYT ke OTAaH Kopmuuie. bruOmuoTtekapiia ero oyt He BUjIENA, J1a, OTKPOBEHHO
TOBOpsI, M HE CTpEMUJIach yBUIETh. KopMuuiie peryisipHO BHICHUTAJICH JEHBIH, a Ta B KOPOTKUX
MUChbMax cooOIana, YTo MayibukK (ero 3Bauu [1aBiaom) sxuB u 300poB. 1o rpazie, MbICIIb O TOM, YTO
y Hee eCTb ChIH, ITyCTh B JajiekoM KoHotore, cuibHO Tarotuia Banentuny. Eit 6b110 He kajKo AeHer,
MOCHIIAEMBIX HA BOCTIMTaHKE MajbunKa. Ee Myuunna coBecTh, a KpoMe TOro, CTpax, YTo y3HAeT MK,
a OHa K TOMY BPEMEHH YK€ BBIILIA 3aMYK.

Tak 4to KpaTkoe cooduieHue, uto [laBen ymep ot audrepurta, 3aCTaBUIO MPOPOHUTH JIBE CJie-
3UHKU W B3JOXHYTb ¢ oOneryeHrem. M BoT Tenepb... Heyxenu s1o mno ee chiHa? OHa B 3TOM
HHCKOJIbKO He COMHeBaJlach. BoT oTKyna Bce ee Myku. Bot, okaspiBaetcs, uto 3a kapa! OHa Marm-
HAJIBHO MPOJOJIKaJIa pacCMaTpyBaTh CBOIO JIeTCKyIo ¢otorpaduio. A Beapb pororpacuu cChiHa y Hee
He ocTasiock. [Iprcnana Kak-To KOpMIITHIIA TVIOXOHBKYIO JTIOOMTEIBCKYIO KApTOUKY, HO BajieHTrHa B
CTpaxe MopBaJla €€ Ha MEJIKUE KYCOUKH.

OnHa BCIIOMHMJIA CBOM COH: KaK MaJIbUMK B3sUT €€ 3a pyKy U ToBes 3a coOoi. KomMok 3acTpsii B
ropiie, cepaie Oyxano B rpyau. Momua kycana Banentuna CepreeBHa ryObl, HE B CHJIaX CIIPAaBUThCS
C OyMMBIIUMH ee cae3aMu. COBEpIIIEHHO 3a0bIThIA ChIH BAPYT TOSIBUJICS M ITPOM3BEN B JIyIlIe TAaKOEe
CMSITEHHE, KAKOTO He MOTJIM BHI3BATh BCE MIPE/IBIAYIIHE YKAChl. «DTO Kapa, Kapa 00Kbsi», — IBCTBEHHO
BCILTBUIA YETKAasl MBIC]Tb.

Ona peifasa goiro u 6e3yterHo. JInmo pedeHka CTosio meper r71a3aMu U He 1aBaJIo YCTIOKO-
UThCSL.

[IpeBo3mMoras cie3sl, TPACYIIMMUCS pyKaMH OHA JOCTajla U3 CaMoro JAJIbHEro yria mkadga
MAaJICHBKYIO IIKATYJIOUKY KpacHOro aepeBa. Tam Ha caMoM JIHe, CpeJy TIOKENTEBIINX JOKYMEHTOB,
KaKHUX-TO CTAPOMOJIHBIX YKpAIIeHUH, JIe)KaJl MAJICHbKUI KPECTUK Ha 30JI0TOH IIeMOYKe, KPECTHK ee
marepu. OHa JjocTasna ero, noBepresa B pyKax M BIPYr PELIMTENIbHO HaJesla ero Ha Ilelo, 3aller-
Tajla cJoBa MOMy3a0bITOi MOMUTBBL. [ymno, koneuHo. Kakoii-to kpectuk... EpyHna u cyesepue.
Ho otuero-to crayio BHyTpu Teree. bynro xpycrtHyna u paccelnajiach JbAUHKA, XOJIOAHON KOPKOW
JexaBinasi Ha aymre. Jla ¥ BHENTHOCTh HAllleld TepOMHU M3MeHWIach. PaHbilie 310 Oblia SHEPrud-
Has JaMa, YTO Ha3blBaeTcsi, 0aIb3aKOBCKOrO BO3PACTA, C XOJOJHBIMU CEPHIMU IJIa3aMU U BOJIEBBIM
JOBOJIBHO KPACHUBBIM JIMIIOM. MIHTepecHast KeHIIMHA, HO YK OOJIBHO CypOBasl.

A TyT nmpousomuia ctpanHas MmeTamopdo3a. [71a3a ee BIPYT MOTEePsIN XOJIOIHBIA OJeCK, JIUIIO
CTaJIO TPOCTHIM 1 MATKMM. CJIOBOM, Tiepesi HaMH ObLT APYroy yesoBek. BoT Kakue cTpaHHOCTH MHO-
r71a mpoucxonsAT. BunoBara mm B 3ToM Heuuncrasi cunna? TpynHo ckasarh. ..

Bcio Houb mporutakana I[leryxoBa. BeiMoumna momymiky cie3amu, OHa KOJIOTWJIA TIO HEH
pyKamu, BIIMBaJach B Hee 3y0aMH OT BEJMKOH TOCKHM. 3aueM oHa kxwia? Yrto caenana xopomiero?
CoOcTBeHHas KU3Hb, BCEI/a Ka3aBIIascs el 0e3ylpevyHo MpaBUIbHOM, BAPYT MpecTaia CMEITHON
1 Hesenoil. Y TobKo HenmpuBBIYHAS TSKECTh IETIOYKH Ha Illee YCIIOKanBasia, BHyIIAIA HaIexKIy. A
YTPOM MPOU3OIILIA COOBITHSI, KOTOPbIE BHITECHUIN TOCKY.

Havanocs Bce ¢ Toro, 4To, KOrja oHa yMbIBaj1ach, BAPYT UCTIOPTUIICS KpaH. OH He XOTeJ 3aK pbl-
BaTbcsl. M3 Hero nmachk CHauasia TOHEHbKasi CTpyHKa BOJIBI, HO, TI0 Mepe Toro Kak [letyxoBa sipocTHO
KpYTWJIa BEHTWIb, CTPYHKa MPEBPATUIACh B MOIIIHYIO CTPYIO KMITATKA, I'YJIKO OUBIIYIO B THO BaHHBI.
[Nomernienne HaMoOMHUIOCH KiyOamu mapa. [ToCKONbKy cripaBUThCs ¢ pa3OylIeBaBIIEHCs CTUXUEH
CaMOCTOSITEJILHO He yznanock, Banentuna CepreeBHa Opocuiiach 3a ciecapeM. IHTepecHo, UTo B 3Ty
MUHYTY OHa COBEpPILIEHHO 3a0bUIa BCE CBOM NIEPEKMBAHUS U MPUKIII0YEeHHS. Yepe3 HeKOTopoe BpeMs
MIPUIIIENT cliecapb. DTO ObUT I0BOJIBHO MPAYHBIN M YTPIOMBIN MYKUMHA HeonpeaeaeHHbIX JieT. Kak u
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y OOJIBIIMHCTBA CAHTEXHUKOB, €0 JIMIO OBbUIO UCMIOIHEHO CYPOBOTO JOCTOMHCTBA. BaHHas KoMHaTa
MeXy TeM TpeBpaTuiach B mogodue napHou. CTpys KHMITSATKA MPOAOIKana OUTh ¢ HECTIBIXaHHOW
CUJION.

CypoBblil criecapb, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, MPOIIENT B BAaHHYI0. YyBCTBOBAJIOCH, YTO OH TOTOB Ha
noyiBur. MyskecTBeHHasl JKeHIIMHA, TIepeHecIas CTOIKHOBEHMSI C CUJIaMH a/1a, Ha 3TOT pa3 MoTepsijia
muio. OHa 3aMCKUBAJIA U CYeTUJIach Tiepe]] ClIachTeNieM, Ha 4TO OH rpy0o Mpou3Hec:

— INocroponutech, Mamaiiia!

Hakownerr aBapust Obia ukBuarpoBaHa. [leTyxoBa Bbiana repoio aecstb pyoneit. OH 3a1yM-
YHMBO MMOCMOTPEJT Ha Y€PBOHEIL], TOBEPTEJ €ro, CpsATa U YIPIOMO CITPOCHIL:

— A Her 1 y Bac?..

[eryxoBa OIpOMETHI0 KMHY/IACh HA KYXHIO UM MPUHECNIA B CTAKaHE CTO MSTHAECAT I'PaMMOB
BOIKU M XJieba ¢ konmdacou. [71a3a crnecapsi OyiecHy/M, MOYeMy-TO Hadyald BbUIe3aTh U3 opout. OH
PagOCTHO YABIOHYJICS U OMHUM JyXOM OMOPOKHUJI CTaKaH.

INocne 3TOr0 OH CHOBa yOeskasl B BAHHYIO M SHEPIUYHO 3arpeMelt TaM KeJIle3KaMu.

Uepes nomyaca BHIIIENT U YAOBJIETBOPEHHO 3aKJTIOUMIL:

— Bee!

Jluto ero syye3apHO CBETHJIOCH, BUJHO OBUIO, YTO MacTepa MeperoHsieT ropaocThb 3a mpoje-
naHHylo padoty. Ha pagoctsx IleryxoBa ere pa3 coeraia Ha KyXHIO.

— Hy, xo3siika! — BOCTOpKEHHO U HEWIEHOPa3/IebHO IPOr3HeC ymeJell. — B modoii yac qHs
Y HOYM, TOJIBKO 1M030BU. — C 3THIMH CJIOBAMHU OH BBIIIIE.

[NeryxoBa OTIpaBMIach YCTPaHATh MOCIEACTBUS KaTaCTPO(BHI.

B BanHO# KOMHaTe ObUTH JI)KH BOJIBI, KPOME TOTO, CAMOXKHUINU CAHTEXHHKA TOXE OCTABHIIM
3ameTHbIe ciiebl. BeiMbB o, Banentuna CepreeBHa pelmia BHIKYIAThCS U cama, a 320IHO MPOBe-
pUTH pabOTy MOYMHEHHOTO KpaHa.

[Noka HanmMBasack BoAa, GMOMMOTEKApIIIa pa3MbIIUTsLIA O JEUCTBUM ATKOTOJIS HA ICUXUKY Yesio-
Beka. [IbsiHBIX OHa He oOMIIa, caMa MiJIa YPe3BBIYAHO PEIKO, TI0 MPa3JHUKAM, a U TO CIaeHbKOEe
BUHIIO.

Ho TonbKo uTO Ha ee r71a3ax ciydmioch 4y10. MpauHblil ¥ yTploMbIi YeJIOBeK BAPYT CTajl Bece-
JIIM U 5KM3HEPAIOCTHBIM. JKHM3HB MepenoHsiia ero yepes Kpail. Y caenan 3To Bcero-HaBcero CTakaH
BOIKHU. A moudemy Obl He TorpoOoBaTth u eii? Tem Gosiee UTO BOIKY OHA HE MUJIA HU pa3y B KHU3HU.

3akpbIB BO/y, OHAa pa3fenach U B HEPEIIMTEbHOCTA TONTANACh HA MECTe, He 3Has, Ha 4TO
peumthes. A, Obuta He Obuta! [Iponuia Ha KyXHIO MMOYeMy-TO Ha IIBIIIOYKAax, jJocTaia u3 Oydera
OyTBUIKY, HaJIWIA cebe CTONBKO ke, CKOJILKO HaJMBaJla TIepBBId pa3 ciecapio. [Ipuroromia xied ¢
kosbacoii. CtakaH nmoOJiecKUBal Ha CTOJIE U CY/IWII HeoXuAaHHOCTH. He pa3mymbiBas Oosbliie, Myxe-
CTBEHHAsI IaMa OJJHAUM MaxoM BBINKJIA BOJIKY.

B niepBy1o cekyH1y OHa 4yTh HE 3aJJOXHYJIACh, €€ KOPEKHIIIO U UyThb He BhIpBasio. Coaporasich OT
OTBpalleHH s, OHa HaOMJIa pOT XJIeOOM ¢ KoJtOacoii. BHYTpH CIIOBHO KTO-TO 3aXer HeOOJTBIION KOCTep,
10 TeJTy MOKATHJIMCH MPUSITHBIE BOMHBI UCTOMBI. CTasio Jierko U xoporio. B3 ee ynan Ha ctapoe
3epKasio B mpuxoxeil. OHa mogonuia noommke. CTpaHHO, HO 3epKajio ObLIIO COBEpIIeHHO Tieioe. Hu
OfIHA TPEIHA He TIepeceKasia ero OJecTSIyI0 IIOBEpXHOCTh. bosee Toro, OHO BHIMTISAEIO KaK HOBOE,
a Bellb COBCEM HeJaBHO ObUIO MyTHBIM M TycKJIbIM. Ho [leTyxoBa HUCKOJIBKO 3TOMY HE YIUBHJIACh.
OHa cTosijIa ¥ BHUMATEJIBHO pasisiIbiBaIa CBOE TEJO, BIIEPBbIE 32 MHOTO-MHOTO JIET.

«Hy 4ro X, — yIoBIeTBOpeHHO KoHcTaTthpoBaia Banentnna CepreeBHa, — elje BIOJHE...
KoneuHo, He 1eBouka. — AX, Kak JIaBHO y Hee He Obu1o MyxkuuHbl. OHa BcrioMHWIA MHUTIO, eKHYJIO
cepate. — A moyemy Obl 1 HeT». OHa pa3misapIBajia CBOe OTpakeHre, TOBOPAYUBAIACH U TaK M /IAK.
W orpaxkeHue B 3epkajie MOBOPAYMBAJIOCH BCJIE 3a HEW: TO MEJIbKHYT HAJIUTBIE TPYAU, TO KPEIKUIA
3a1. Ho Obl1a omqHa CTpaHHOCTh, Ha KOTOPYIO OfypMaHEHHas] BAHHBIMU Mapamu OMOIHOTEKapIla He
oOparuia BHUMaHUs. Bee ee mpenecTu 0Tpaxasinch B 3epKajie YeTKO U 3pUMO, a BOT KPECTHK, KOTO-
PpbIi BUCETT Y HEe Ha TPy, He OTpakaJicsi COBCeM, OyATO U He OBLIO 3TOro KpecTrka. BroBosnb Hasmo-
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OoBaBIMch coOol, [leTyxoBa oTnpaBuiach B BaHHYI0. Bor yxk OnaxeHctBo! ['opsiuas Boga, paszo-
MJIEBIIIEE TEJIO, CIIAI0OCTHBIE BUICHHS BUTAJIM TIepe]] 3aTyMaHEeHHBIM B30POM.

Bopa crana octeiBath, ¥ OHa peruia 100aBuTh ropsiueil. OTkpbuia KpaH. B kpaHe 3a0ynabkaro,
Y OTTYJa MEJICHHO BBITIOJI3 OTPOMHBIH, BPO/Ie MBLILHOTO, ITy3bIpb, HO TOJIBKO BO MHOTO pa3 OoJbIIIe,
MPUMEPHO KaK BO3/AYLIHBIN map. [lepennBasich BceMu IBETaMU payTH, TPO3PAYHBIi My3bIPb KOJIbI-
XaJicsl B BO3lyXe HaJl BAHHOM.

Henoymenno cmotpesna [letyxoBa Ha 3TO 4y[0, a ¢ My3bIpeM MEkIy TeM MPOUCXOIMIIN U3Me-
HeHus1. Ero BHyTpeHHOCTD HaIlOTHMIACh KAKUMH-TO MEPIAIOIIMMH Pa3HOIBETHBIMHA OTOHBKAMU. DTO
ObLIO OUYEHb KPACKBO, HO CTPaxX MOHEMHOTY HauaJl 3aIl0/13aTh B Y1y, BHITECHsIS OnbsiHeHHe. OTOHbKU
HavyaJM Crymatbcsi M oOpa3oBajiy mogoOue Jimma. YepThl ero CTaHOBWJIMCH BCE OTUETIMBEH. DTO
OBLJIO JIUIIO KAKOTO-TO TIIyOOKOTO CTapHKa, COBEpIIeHHO He3Hakomoro Banentune CepreeBre. Cra-
pell, Ka3aJoch, BHUMATEIbHO CMOTpPEJ Ha OMOIMOTEKapIIy.

Hwu xvBa HU MepTBa cujena Ta B BaHHE, OCTATKH XMeJs cieTteu ¢ Hee. OHa ¢ y’KacoM CMOT-
peJia Ha MepeMBaloIeecs: Pa3HO-IIBETHHIMU OrOHbKaMU JUI0. OJJHAKO OHO HAYaJI0 MYTHETb, JIMHUM
CTAHOBUJIUCH PACILIBIBUATBIMH U CKOPO CMEHMJIMCh Xa0COM PA3HOIBETHBIX UCKOPOK. [ToToM BHYTpU
My3bIpsi HAUaJIa CKJIaIbIBaThCA Apyras KapTuHa. Banentuna CepreeBHa cpa3sy ke y3Hasa crapoe Kiaj-
ouIne, HarpoOMOXAEHHE CTapUHHBIX HaarpoOwid. Kimagouie ObUIO MyCTHIHHBIM, TOJBKO Ha OIHOM
naMsITHUKe cuzena Oonbinas ntuiia. BaesanHo [letyxoBa omryTuiia B BAHHOW KOMHATe TOK XOJO[-
Horo Bo3ayxa. O0pazoBasics Kak Obl CKBO3HSIK. [1y3bIpb BHITSHYJICS M CTaJl HATOMUHATD Kostoacy. OH
MeJJIEHHO TIOJUIETe) K KpaHy M C YMOKaHbeM BTSIHYJICS B Hero. Yepe3 MrHoBeHHE U3 KpaHa TOJH-
nachk Boja. bubmmoTekapiia Bce Tak ke OIeNeHeNo ycTaBuiach Ha KpaH. Boaa, Gerymas u3 Hero,
BHE3AITHO CTajia PO30BOM, a 3aTeM Hayala TEeMHETb, [TOKa He Mpro0Operia rycTo-KpacHbIi 1BeT. Basen-
trHa CepreeBHa BblIeTeNa U3 BaHHBL. Tereph OHa CTOsIIa M CMOTpesia Ha HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE 3PEITHIIIE.
Ona 3a0bU1a TIPO MOJIOTEHIIE U XaJiaT. Buto )KyTKO, HO MHTepecHO. ['ycTast TeMHO-KpacHast KUIKOCTb
HAIoJMHsIa BaHHY. TspKeNnbli 3amnax e ot Hee. [leryxoBa HaOpanachk MyXecTBa U KOCHYJIACh MaJlb-
1ieM kuakoctu. Ta Obuia Terion, rycroi u unkoi. OHa noHoxana. CoMHeHW He ObUIO — 9TO KPOBb.
Kupakocts 3a0ypnnia, U U3 Hee NMOoKa3alach yepHasi KOCT/IsABas pyKa C HeNKUMH JJTMHHBIMUA TaJTb-
[AMHU.

Ito ObUTO CBBIIIE ee crl. OHa CTPEMUTETBHO BBICKOUYMJIA U3 BAHHOM, KOe-Kak ofiesiach U Opo-
CUJIach BOH U3 KBapTUphl. OHa Oeskasia 1Mo 0XKMBJICHHBIM YJIHIIAM, U TIPOXOXKHUE C HEAOYMEHUEM IJIsi-
[eY Ha HeOPEeXKHO OIETYIO KEHIMHY C MOKPBIMHU BOJIOCAMH M AUKHUM JIMIIOM, HEKOTOPHIE Y3HABAJIH
ee, M MX HeIOyMeHHe CTaHOBUJIOCH etle Oosbiie: Banentnna CepreeBHa Oblia U3BECTHA CBOEH aKKy-
parHocTthio. Ho Ta, HUUYero He 3amevasi, MYaslach K B€JIOMOM €l OIHOU LIeJH.

Oma crienmmia k CTpymcy.

«ToipKo OBl 3aCTaTh, TOJBKO OBl 3aCTaTh!» — OJIHA MBICJIb CTyYaJla B TOJIOBE.

K cuactpio, Ctpymc Obu1 1oMa. TyT e HaXOAMIICS KaKOK-TO MOJIOION YeJIOBEK.

— O! — Beceno BockJMKHYJN nipodeccop. — Bor u Hama repounns! Jla Ha Bac ymna Her! Yto
CIIy4nsIOCh?

Banentuna CepreeBHa He MOIJIa HIUETO OTBETUTD, TOIBKO OECCMBICJIEHHO pa3eBajia poT.

— Kons1, Haselt el KOHbSIKY, — pacropsiauics rnpodgeccop, — Aa B CTaKaH Jiek !

Cryya 3ybamu 0 Kpaii cTakaHa, criesana OuoIMoTeKapiia r7I0TOK U TOJIBKO TOra repeBesna ayX.

— Hy-ny, BoikyagpiBaiite. — CTpyMc Ka3aJicsi HEOOBIYAHO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM.

W ona, apoxa ¥ MOMUHYTHO O3UPasiCh, MPUHSIIACH PACCKA3bIBaTh. Paccka3 ObLT HECKOIBKO CyM-
OypHBIM, HO HACTOJIBKO BIIEUATIISIIONINM, YTO HU ITpodeccop, Hu Kosst He pOpOHMITH HU CIIOBA.

— a, — ckazan CTpymc nociie Toro, Kak oHa yMOJIKJIa, — TIOBECTBOBaHME ITPOM3BOAUT BIleyar-
nenue. He npaBaa i, Kona? [la, kcraTv, O3HAKOMbTECh, 3TO TOT camblid Hukomaii Eroposuu beos,
O HEM BB, TI0-MOEMY, yKe CIIbIXaIH.

[leryxoBa BsJ10 KUBHYJIa TOJIOBOM.

— A! KakoBo! I1y3bIpb 3TOT... YTO-TO HOBEHBKOE?
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— Heuto nono6Hoe ynomunaetcs y Onmyca AKBUIapcKoro B ero Tpakrare «leMoHbI HOUn», —
MpayHo 3ameTni Koss.

— ¥V IOmyca? He npunomuHaoo. XoTs1 He COMHEBalOCh B TBOeH 3pyauuuu. Huuto He HoBO noz
ayHoR. OgHako AKBUJIAPCKUI W1 B YETBIPHALIATOM BEKe, a Ternepb ABaauateii. Ho MHe HpaBuTcs
pasmax! Kak Bce nogaercs!

A uto, Onnyc AkBUIIapcKuil TOXe UMeJT BAHHYI0 KOMHarty, a, Kosns? — [Ipodeccop XxoxoTHyII. —
Hy nangno, nagHo, He oOvKaiics.

A 4TO, HEe ChE3IUTH JIM HAM Ha MecTo AeicTBUsA? Tak cka3arh, yOSAUTHCS CBOMMU IJIa3aMHu.
Mhue nmuaHO oueHb xouercsi. — OH nocmotpen Ha IleryxoBy. — [loexanmu, Banentuna CepreesHa. C
HAMU He Tporiajere.

Oma Bce Tak e Morya KMBHYJ1a rosioBoit. [lepes BXoIOM B TOCTHHUILY CTOsIJIA POCKOIITHAS JIeT-
KOBasi MainHa. Banentnna CepreeBHa MpUIIOMHMIIA, YTO OHA Ha3biBastach «Bonrax». Takue MammHbl
TOJIBKO-TOJIbKO Ha4YaJIM BBIITYCKAaTh, U B TOPOJE MX OBbLIIO BCETO HECKOJIBKO IITYK.

— IIpomry Bac. — CTpyMc rajanTHO pacriaxHyJ asepity. Koss cein 3a pysis.

Bort u ee mom. Beriins u3 aBromoomis, [letyxoBa HepelmmTeIbHO TolTajgach Ha Mecte. Bo3Bpa-
IIaThCS1 B CBOIO KBAPTHUPY i OUYeHb HE XOTEJOCh.

— Hy xe, cmenee. — [Ipodeccop B3 ee nox pyky. Y Komu B pykax mosiBUcs 00beMUCTHIN
KOKaHbIi IOPT(ESb, ¥ OHU JBUHYJIMCH BBEPX I10 JIECTHULIE.

Boiing B kBaptupy, CTpyMC C MUHTEPECOM OIS IEIICS.

— O, na y Bac pockontHo. — OH IUTIOXHYJICS Ha KOXKaHbIH AuBaH. — TOYHO TaKoH *ke ObUT y Moei
Mambl. YyznecHasi Belllb, HET el cHocy. — [1oToM BCKOUMII, TIpOLIesicsl 10 KOMHATE, 3aryIsTHyJT 3a4eM-
TO Ha KYXHIO. YBHJEB Ha CTOJIE CTaKaH, B3sUI €r0 B PyKH, MOHIOXaJl. — BOJIKOI MaxHeT, — 3aKJII0UMT
oH. — W3 Hero BbI criecapst yromaiu?

— Her, 3710 51 unia, — CMyIIeHHO MPU3HAJIAch OMOIMOTEKapIIA.

— Bul nbete? TlomunyiiTe, pa3se ceifuac Bpems... XOTs 51 Bac MOHMMaI0. A elle BOjIKa y Bac
ectb? Hy Hu4ero. Mbl ¢ cOO0¥ KOHbSTUOK 3aXBATHIIH.

— [Nocnymaiite! — B ronoce IleTyxoBoi MOCIBITIAIUCH JiesTHbIE HOTKU. — BBl cloga muth npu-
num?

— Hy He T0 4T0OBI IUTH, a TaK, HA BCAKUM CITy4ai, 7151 HEpPBHBIX JaMoyueK B3s1. OYeHb TOMO-
raet: Aa Bol Beab camu 3Haete? Hy nanHo. [JoBonbHO miytok. Tak rae y Bac Tyt BaHHa? Boapl-To
CKOJIBKO! A HeJb3sl JI1 HABECTU MUHUMAJIbHBIA TOPAIOK? XOTs1 Obl BHITEPETD JIyXKHU?

Banentnna CepreeBHa MoTya ucroyHmIa Tpedyemoe. HacMenuMBeIz ¥ Jake HaXa bHBIN TOH
npopeccopa HaUMHAT pazapaxkarh ee. CTpaxa He OCTaNIoCh, OBUIO YyBCTBO HEJIOBKOCTH, KakK Oy/ITO
OHa rojiasi, a 3T JBa MYKYMHBI PACCMaTPUBAIOT €e.

Hakonerr B BaHHOU ObUT HaBeIeH TOPSIZIOK.

— Hy uto, Hukonaii EropoBuy, Oynem HaunHath! — CTpyMC 33 JyMYHBO CMOTpPEJT Ha 3€pPKaJIo B
npuxoxei. — IMEHHO 3TO 3epKaJio U sBJISIO BaM pasHble uyzeca? — cripocui oH [leTyxoBy.

Tem Bpemenem Komst HauepTHs MenoM Ha KageabHOM MOJNy BaHHOW KaKylO-TO CIIOXKHYIO
3Be31y. [1oToM OH pacrucan ee HeMOHSITHBIMY 3HAKaMH U cuMBosIamMH. [leTyxoBa ¢ MHTepecoM crie-
AWJIa 33 er0 MaHUITYJISILUSIMHU.

— Yro 310 OH fIesaeT? — MmenoToMm cripocuia oHa Ctpymca.

— la Huero oco6eHHoro. YepTuT Marnyeckyio neHrarpammy. [lyxoB OyleT BbI3bIBATb.

— Bl cepbesHo?

— BrnonHe. [la BB He ©eCMOKOMTECh, HUUETO CTPAITHOTO HE MPOM30UAET. A eciu OOUTeCh, TO
MOXeTe YUTH Kyaa-HuOyab nepeHoueBars. Hampumep, B Moii Homep. Koist oteser.

— A MOXHO MHe ocTaTbcsi?

— A mouemy Obl ¥ HET, BeJlb BbI, TAK CKa3aTh, [JIaBHOE AecTByoIee uiio. [IpucyTcTBue Bare
BeChbMa XkesatesibHo. — TOH ero M3MEHWIICS, CTall CEPbE3HBIM U CACP/KAHHBIM.

53



A. T. ArteeB. «CoiHIle MEPTBBIX»

Me:xy TeM Ha yJIulie CTajlo COBCEM TeMHO. KopoTkue cyMepku Nepeliv B TEMHYIO aBIyCTOB-
CKYIO HOYb.

Banentuna CepreeBHa MpoTsHYJIa PyKy K BBIKJTIOUATEIO.

— He nano! — Bactao ckomangoBan Ctpymc. — Ceituac Mbl 3a5KKEM CBOM OCBETUTEJIbHbBIE TTPU-
60pbl. — OH 1ocTan u3 noprdens Kakou-To MpeaMeT, YUPKHYI CIIMTUKOM.

Banentuna CepreeBHa yBrz€esa y HEro B pyKax TOJICTYIO CBeUy U3 3eJieHOro Bocka. OH nepenai
ceeuy Kone u nocran uz noprdens eme ape. 3axer UX M NPUCTPOMII OJHY Ha Kpai0 BaHHBI, [IBE
OCTaJIbHbIE Ha TyaJIETHBIX MOJMoYKax. [LmaMs cBedel, KoneOsch, Opocano MpUUyUIMBbIe TEHU Ha
creHbl. Banentune CepreeBHe CHOBA CTasloO KYTKO.

CtpymMmc B3s11 ee 3a pyKy:

— He ©Goiitecs.

OmuryTuB ero TBepaylo, TeIUIylo JajaoHb, Banentuna CepreeBHa HEMHOTO ycrokownach. Koms
CTOSLJT HETTOJABUKHO U OTPEIIEHHO, MOJTHOCTHIO YISl B ceOsl.

— Hy urto, Bukentnii ApkaabeBuy, nornpodyem?

— A ne panosaro? Enie oquHHaIuaTu HeT.

— IlonbiTKa He nbITKA. [la ¥ YTO MelaeT Ham OBTOPUTD?

— Hy nagHo, HaunHaii.

Kons Bcran nuuom Kk 3Be3ne, HauepyeHHOW Ha noiy. IToTom oH mpou3sHec Kakoe-To CIIOBO.
KoHTypsl 3Be3/1bI c1a00 3aCBETUIIUCH O/1eTHO-pO30BBIM cBeToM. OH elle pa3 HOBTOPHJI TO e CJIOBO.
CBeueHue 0CcTanoch NPexkHUM.

— Pano eme, — 3akmounn Kosns pazouapoBaHHO.

— He Toporuck, mogosx 1 noadacuka, — 000apsiolie npousHec mpogeccop. — A s oka 3aiMych
3epKajioM.

OH B31J1 OJHY U3 CBEYEH U NIOCTABUII €€ MePEe 3epKajioM. SI3bIUOK IJIaMEHU OTPa3UIICS B HEM,
HO KaK-TO cTpaHHO. BMecTo omqHOro oroHska B 3epkajie Obu10 ceMb. [Ipodeccop mpoBen pykoi mo
(urypHoOil JepeBsIHHOM pame, U 3epKajlo 3aKOJbIXaloch, Kak OyITO 3TO ObUIO HE CTEKJIO, a BOJA.
CepeOpucras mMriia cTajia mpo3pauHoi, u Banentune CepreeBHe MoKa3aaoch, U4To Mepe] Hell IBeph B
HeBeoMbIi Mup. [lepe Hell paccTHIIaIOCh OTPOMHOE COBEPLIEHHO MYCTOE IPOCTPAHCTBO. 3€pKAaJIo
HHUYEro He OTpaxaso. BHe3amHo Tpenentyuyil OroHeK OTAEIUIICS OT CBEYHM U KaK Obl TPOHUK BHYTPb
3epKaJa.

ITpodpeccop kpemnko cxan pyky IleryxoBoii.

— Konst, uau cioga, — no3Bast oH menotoM. Ho TOT 1aBHO yike CTOsUT Y HUX 3a CITIMHOM.

— Cmotpu, nipsAMyI0 A0pory Mposioxuiu. — OroHeK Mexay Tem Omyskaan cpenu Morui. Benen
32 HUM YCTPEMUIJIUCH el1le HECKOJIBKO OTOHBKOB, CKOPO MX 00pa30BaJICs IENIbIN pOu.

— KnagOuiieHckue oram — mepBbIil MPU3HAK KOJIIOBCTBA, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO MTPOMOJIBIII ITPO-
eccop.

Banentrna CepreeBHa cMOTpesia Kak 3aBOpoxkeHHast. ByaTro He B cOOCTBEHHOM MPUXOXKEH CTO-
siyla OHa, a Tam, Ha Kianouie. Kazanoce, marau, u Tel OyJemib Cpeay STUX MOTHJL.

A OroHbKH, NepeJsierasi ¢ OIHOrO MecTa Ha APYroe, puaaBajid POUCXOAAIIEMY U BOBCE UYyB-
CTBO HEepeaJbHOCTH. YeM-TO IpeBHMM, HEBEIOMBIM BESUIO OT BCETO ITOTO.

— A BeIb IPsAMO U3 Ballled KBapTUPbl MOXKHO MOMNACTh Ty, — 3aJyMUMBO ckazajl Ctpymc. —
[IJarHyTh CKBO3b 3€pKAJIO.

— Heyxenu? — He nosepuia Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— AOGCOIIIOTHO Cephe3HO, HYKHO TOJIBKO 3HATH YCJIOBHBIM KO/,

— Dr10 BoJIEOHBIE CI0BA, YTO JIn?

— Hy MOXHO U Tak cka3arh, U HE TOJIBKO CJIOBA.

Ctpymc npoBes pyKo# MO MOBEPXHOCTH 3epKaja:

— Her! Bel norporaiire!
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Banentrna CepreeBHa OCTOPOKHO JOTPOHYJIACh O cTekia. Ho mox ee pykoit ObUIO OTHIONB HE
crekyio. OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA UTO-TO UPE3BBIUANHO YIIPyroe Ha OIIymb. BemecTBo ObIO CKOTb3KUM
1 npoxJaaHeiM. Kak 6ynTo BO3ayX CryCTHIICS IO TAKOW CTETEeHH, YTO CTal TBEPABIM.

Elte HecKobko MUHYT 3€pKajio ObIJIO OKHOM B HEBEIOMBIN MHUP, TIOTOM BHE3AITHO TOracyo.
[NeryxoBa CHOBa MpoBeJia PyKOH 10 €ro TIOBEPXHOCTHU U Ha ATOT Pa3 OIIyTHJIa OOBIKHOBEHHOE CTEKJIO.

— Hy a tenepp BepHeMcs K Halllell TIeHTarpaMMe, — PeluTeIbHO MPOroBOpMII mpodeccop. —
BpeMH K ABE€HaAllaTH NOAXOAUT, BIIOJIHE MOXHO HAYUHATD.

Kons mosua kuBHy1.

— Jeno B TOM, noOe3Hass BanentuHa CepreeBHa, UTO €CIM Bac JICHCTBUTENLHO TOCETUIIN
CBEpXbECTECTBEHHBIE CHJTBI, TO JOJIKEH OCTAThCS HEKU MX OTIIEYATOK, TaK CKa3aTh, SMaHAIUs, €CIU
3TO ObUIA MTPOCTO-HAMPOCTO TALTIONMHALSA, TIO BJIMSIHUEM BHHHBIX MApoOB, — Mpodeccop BhIpasu-
TEJIbHO KallUISIHYJI, — TO pe3y/bTar OyleT OTpuIaTesbHbIA. XOTs M Ha OYeHb KOPOTKOE BpeMsi, HO
MBI CMOXEM YBHJIETh KOJIAYHA, BepHee, He ero caMoro, a ero npuspak. Koss y Hac crieruasmcT no
BBI3BIBAHUIO TYXOB.

B kBapTupe no-npexuemMy ObLIO TEMHO. 3eIeHelT CBET B BAHHOW KOMHaTe, CBEUH CJIerKa Oria-
BUJIMCh, HO MPOJIOJIKAIA TOPETh POBHBIM HesipkuM cBeToM. Kouist mpormiest BHyTpb, a mpodeccop ¢
OMOIMOTEeKAapIIel OCTAIUCH CTOSITh Ha TIOPOTe.

OH BHOBb BCTaJI BO3JIE HapHCOBaHHOﬁ Ha IOJIy 3BE€3bl U, YTO-TO BITOJITOJIOCA ITPUTOBApHUBasd,
CTaJI ME/IJICHHO U TJIABHO BOIUTD HAJl HEW JIaJOHAMU. 3Be3/1a c1abo 3aCBETUIIACH, TOTOM HEOKUAAHHO
APKO BCIIBIXHYJIA. HBGT €€, €IIC HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I Ha3a/l 6I>IBH_II/II'/JI 6HCI[HO-pO3OBbIM, CTaJ1 OrHEHHbBIM
Y HaTIOMHMHAJ I[BET pacKaJieHHOro xese3a. [TotoM 3Be37a oTopBajiach OT ToJia U MOBUCIIA HAJl HUM
Ha PacCTOSIHUY MOyMeTpa. BHYTpH ee BCIIBIXHYJT CTONO SIPKO-TOIyOOro cBeTa.

BanentnHa CepreeBHa HEBOJIBHO CXBaTWJIA Mpodeccopa 3a pykKy.

— He BonmHyf#iTech, — menotom npousHec oH. — [Iporiy Bac cOXpaHsTh CIIOKOWCTBUE U MOJTYATh,
4qTo 6bI Bbl HU YBUACIIH.

Kons rpomMko u pa3fenpHO MPOM3HEC KaKue-TO HEeMOHsSTHhe cioBa. CTond romyOoro cera
HavaJl JKeJTeTh, 3aTeM PO30BETh, BHYTPH COTKAJIACh Kakas-To Moiymnpo3padynas dpurypa. [Tpucmor-
peBIIUCH MOBHUMaTebHel, BaenTrHa CepreeBHa pa3inuniia CTapuKa, HeBBICOKOTO, ceI000poIoro,
C XUIIHBIM IITHYbUM JIMIOM U ITPOH3UTCJIbHBIMU IJ1a3aMU. .HI/IHO CTapuKa BpeMA OT BPEMECHHU II€PE-
KallMBaJia CyIopora, Kak OyaTo Bce PorCXosIiee MPUINHSIIO eMy OOJb.

ITpodeccop BbICTYyIIMII BIIEpE.

— K10 THI? — BJIACTHO MPOU3HEC OH.

— X0341H KJ1aaouina, — ObLT OTBET.

— 3auem ThI IpUXOAWI ciofa?

IlocnenoBano MouaHue.

— 3akiuHa Teds JeMOHOM JeMOHOB ACTapOTOM, OTBEYaid, 3a4eM Thl PUXOIUI Clofia?

— 3a Hell, — MOHOTOHHO TTPOMOJIBHJT CTapell.

— 3aueM TeOe oHa?

— OHna nomkHa crath OfHOM U3 Hac. M oHa cTaHeT, — TOPXKECTBYIOIIE 3aKTI0YHII CTAPHK.

— Ckosbko Bac? — mpojoikal 10npoc npodeccop.

— Hac nervoH, — mocieioBajl paBHOAYIITHBIA OTBET, HO B TOJIOCE CTApUKa TOCIIBIIIATIOCHh EXU/I-
cTBO. — U1 He Tebe, CMepTHBIN, XOTh THI M CBEIYI B KOJIJJOBCKUX JeIaX, OCTAHOBHUTH HAC.

B 310 Bpems crond cBeTa M3 PO30BATOrO CTAl MAJTMHOBO-KPACHBIM, 3aTeM (PUOJIETOBBIM,
¢durypa craprika noTyckHes a U MeJIeHHO rcuesnia. CBeT morac, ¥ TOJMbKO MarmuecKas 3Be3/a Mmpo-
noinkana cnabo cBeTUThCS. HakoHel] ¢ JIerkuM TPEecKOM Ioracjia U OHa.

Bce 6e3MonBCcTBOBAIH.

[lepBpiM HapymMa MoT4aHue rpodgeccop:

— Hy BOT MBI 1 yBUZEIM OpraHU3aToOpa BCeX ITUX COOBITHI. X035IMHA KJIaI0UIIIA.

— WnTepecHslii ctapuvok, — 3ameTil Kosst. — Becbma.
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— Ha yx, — moaTBepau mpodeccop, — He yMaJl si, YTO OCTATUCh MOI0O0HbIe peUKThI. Cysist o
BCeMy, cepbesHasi iuuHocTh. Hy, Banentrna CepreeBHa, MOXeTe BKJIIOYATh CBET.

[NeryxoBa mIeaKHYJIA BBIKJIIOYATEIEM, HO CBET HE 3aKercsl.

— Yro Takoe? — BOCKJIMKHYJI Ipodeccop.

— 41 nymaio, — criokoitno pomonsu Kost, — cefiuac HauHeTCst KOHTpaTaka.

— BospmuTe KaxapIii IO CBEUKE U WAUTE B KOMHATY, — CKOMaHoBas npodgeccop. — Hazerocs,
Banentuna CepreeBHa He MOTepsieT MPUCYTCTBUS IyXa.

[NeryxoBa, Bce 3TO BpeMsl MOJTYaBIIIasi, CKa3aja, 4To MOCTapaeTcs.

TpynHO Aaxe onMcarh, YTO TBOPUIIOCH B ee ayiie. M cTpaiiHo, u MHTEpecHO, HO MPUMEIINBa-
JIach K 9TUM UyBCTBaM eIlle 1 Mevasib, HEOHATHO OTKY/a B3sBINasics. bpuia B CJIOBaX TAMHCTBEHHOTO
XO3sIMHA KJ1aA0uINa HeToKoJieOnMast yBepeHHOCTh, OT KOTOPOU CTaJIoO SICHO HaIllel OuOIMoTeKapie,
YTO BCE, YTO C HEl MPOMCXOIUT, — HE COH, He Opell BOCTIAJICHHOTO CO3HAHUs, a caMasi HaCTOsIIasI
peanbHOCTh. W Teneph HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAIACh OHA, UYTO OCTAJIOCh €i JKUTh CUMTaHble JHU. Kak
HU CTPaHHO, OCO3HAJIA OHA 3TO COBEPILEHHO CIIOKOMHO M Besia cedsi COOTBETCTBEHHO: MAITMHAIBHO
B3sJIa B PYKHU 33K KEHHYIO 3€JIEHYIO CBEvY, IOUYBCTBOBAB JIETKUI OXOT OT HECKOJIBKHMX Karesb pac-
TJTABJICHHOTO BOCKA, YMaBHIMX Ha majbiibl. Cela Ha JAMBaH M CIIOKOMHO CTajla kJaTh JaJIbHEHUIINX
COOBITHH.

—Yto ¢ Bamu? — yuyactuBo crpocut CTpymc, HOUyBCTBOBAB €€ HacTpoeHue. — Bam crpaiiHo?

— Jla Het, — paBHOAYIIHO oTBeTHIA [leTyxoBa, — MHE Bce paBHO.

— D-re, ronyOyIlKa, TaK He TIONJIET, MOXKET, BHITbETE KOHBSUKY ?

— He crour, 4yero noOpo-To NepeBOAUTH, BHITICHTE JIyUIlle CAMU.

— HenpemenHo.

B temHOTE 3BsIKHYNA OyTHIJIKA O Kpall CTakaHa, 3armaxjio KOHbSKOM.

B aT0oT MOMEHT mpuxoxkasi ocBeTriach. Banentuna CepreeBHa MOHsIA, YTO CBET UET U3 MPO-
KJIATOTO 3epKaia.

[ToToM pa3manuch YbK-TO JIETKUE IIATH.

— Banmanwue, Kons! — mpomenran npodeccop, OyThUIKa Tak U OCTAACh B €T0 PyKe.

[NetyxoBa IOBOJILHO PAaBHOMYIIIHO K/1aJ1a, UTO ke OyIeT Jablie.

[Mary mpuGAMKaIUCh, U TIPU CBETE CBEYEH MOXHO OBUIO PAa3IMYUTh MaJICHBKYIO (PUTYPKY,
BOIIIE/INTYIO B KOMHATY.

— Mawma, — pa3faiics ciadblil JEeTCKUI roJioc.

CnoBno kyBanoi ynapwio Banentuny CepreeBHy. 1o OblIo crpariHee Bcero. CrpariHee
MIPU3PAKOB, MEPTBEIIOB, CTpAlllHEe CMEPTH, HaKoHell. Hu cioBa He roBOpsi, BCKOUMIIA OHA C AMBaHa
1 6pocuiiach HaBCTpedy JIETCKOW (purypke.

— Cunute! — BIacTHO TpHKa3zail mpodeccop U KPernko CXBaTWil ee 3a pyKy. To ke camoe ¢
apyrou pykoit caenan Koss.

Banentrna CepreeBHa MoIbITaIach BeIpBaThes. [Ipy 9TOM ee cBeuka yrasa u roracia Obl, eci
Ob1 Kosist He cymen moxBaTuTh ee Ha JIeTy.

— llepxure cBoio cBeuy, — 3ammnen CtpyMmc. — [loka oHa y Bac B pykax, Bac He BUJHO U He
CITBIIITHO.

[NeryxoBa MaIMHAIBHO B3siJIa CBEUY.

— 3TO MOH ChIH, — CKa3aJia OHA MOTEPSIHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— Kakas rynocts! — menorom otBeTr1 mpoeccop. — ITo 000pOTeHb, MePeBEPTHIIIL.

— Ho 1... — Monsmie nmpousHecaa OuOIMoTeKapina.

— Monuurte, MHaYe JOCTABUTE HAM BCeM OOJIbIITHE HEPUSATHOCTH.

— Mawma, — moBTOpWJI peOCHOK, — T7e ke Thi?

[Tpodeccop Kpemko cxal ee pyky.

— Hy BoT, — nponomxkan peGeHOK, — Thl MEHsI Beerna Opocaeltib, s Tak Teds xaai. [loiiaem co
MHOH, MaMa.
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OH Hayvas Ha oOlIyNb OPOAUTD MO KOMHATE, BBHITSHYB BIlepe] PyKH M TO U JeJI0 HaThIKasiCh Ha
Me6elTb, CTPAaHHO, HO K JMBaHY OH HU pa3y He MOJOIIEIT.

— Hurze Het, — BAPYT cKa3al OH )KEHCKUM TOJIOCOM. . .

— W, mypa! — oTBeTHIIO 3epKalo CTAPUKOBCKUM JJMCKAHTOM.

— 51 He nypa, — ckazan peOGEHOK OOUIUMBO, — 51 CTOIOOBAS IBOPSTHKA.

— JlyOuHa ThI cTOEpOCOBasi, a He CTOJI0OBast TBOPSHKA, — CKA3aJo 3€pPKaJio, — HUYETO HeJlb3s
nopyuntb. CoBceM Mo3ru mpoTyxiu. Vimu, TyT OHH.

Crpansbiii tuasor BoiBe Banentuny CepreeBHy U3 COCTOSIHUS, OM3KOTO K UCTEPHU.

— Mama, mama! — 3akpruait peGeHOK CHOBa ATCKUM rojiocoM. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 B HeM 4yBCTBO-
BaJIaCh HEYBEPEHHOCTb.

— JlagHo, nan Hazaj, — pa3gascs rojoc, — CKOpo MeTyXH 3aroloT.

TeHb MOCMHEIIHO BBICKOUMIIA U3 KOMHATHI.

— Bce paBHO s 110 Bac 1o0epych, — pazgalics CTAPUKOBCKHIA TOJIOC, a BCIe] 32 HUM XOXOT.
3epkaJio moracJo.

— Ha cerogns Bce, — 3akmounit npodeccop. — Ilpencrapienue OKOHUEHO. A YTO 3TO 3a ChIH
TaKoOM? — C IIOOOIBITCTBOM CITPOCHJI OH.

— Bbut y MeHs Koraa-To peGeHoOK, 1a ymep. .. — HeOX0THO oTBeTmia [letyxoBa.

— Bon ono ut0, — ipotsinyn Ctpymc. — Tak 3T0 ero Ao Bl BUIEIN TOrJa Ha Opore, 1a u
CETrOfIHsI, HeT, y)ke Buepa? — mornpaBuiics oH. — OHAKO 9TH CHEIMAKCTBI IEJIO 3HAIOT, Ha YyBCTBAX
urpaiot. Hy Tenepb Mbl X0Ts1 Obl 3HaE€M, C KEM UMEEM JIEIO.

— K0 ke Takoi X03siMH KJiaaouia? — monHTepecoBaiachk [leTyxosa.

— Brumounte, noxaiyicra, cBet, — norpocus CTpymc.

BcrnbixHyImo anekTprueckoe ocBelieHre. B ero ceere Bee ClydMBIIIeecs Ka3auoch IPOCTO CHOM,
Y TOJIbKO CBEUYKH B pyKax MPUCYTCTBYIOMIMX MOTYEPKUBAIIH, YTO IPOU3OILE/IIEe — PEabHOCTb.

— Hy uro, Banentuna CepreeBHa, Mbl Bac octapisieM. [JHeM o0s13atebHO yBuanmcst. — CTpymc
BOIPOCHUTEJIEHO TIOCMOTpe Ha 6ubnmoTekapiry. Ta HeonpeeaeHHO KMBHYIA FOJIOBOW. — YTO-TO BbI
MHE He HpaBUTECh, — KOHCTaTHPOBAJ Mpodeccop. — A 3HaeTe 4To, oeJeM K HaM, YCTPOUM Bac, 4ero
BaM B 9TOH KBapTUPE OCTABATHCS MOCIIE BCETO. . .

Banentune CepreeBHe ObLIO BCe PaBHO.

— C BaMU Tak C BaMH, — OHa KMBHYJIA, — MIOEXAJIH.

Boina Teruias aBrycToBckasi Houb. Hu BeTepka, HU 1mopoxa, maxJjio KaKUMHU-TO TEPITKUMHU 11Be-
TaMH, BUIUMO, AYyIIUCTHIM TabGakoMm. OHM celv B MallvHY, 3allyMel MOTOp, M MalllHa MeJJIEHHO
JABUHYJIACH IO MTYCTHIHHBIM YJIMIIAM.

— U Bce xe, — BcTpeneHynach Banentnna CepreeBHa, — Bbl HE OTBETHJIM HA MO BOIIPOC, MPO-
deccop. Ko xke Takoii xo3auH Kiagouia?

— O, 310 noMTras uctopusi, — NpoTsaHy1 CTpymc.

— A movemy Obl BaM ee He paccKasaTth, CIiaTh, OTKPOBEHHO rOBOPsI, He Xo4eTtcsl. Konu BbI BTSI-
HYJIM MEHS B 9TY HUCTOPHIO, TaK YK MPOCBETHUTE JJO KOHIIA.

— S Brany:. .. — 3acmesuicst Ctpymc. — Ckopee Bbl Hac BTsHYM. Hy, Hy, — OH KalluissHyJ, — He
oOwmxkaiitech. PacckasaTth, KOHEUHO, MOXHO, axe Hyx)HO. Kak, Konsa? Tel, HaBepHOe, criaTh XO4elllb.

— Jla kako# yx TyT con! — Konsi, cuaeBimii 3a pysiem, paccestHHO TOTJIsIAEN Ha MyCTYIO TOPOTYy.

— Hy nanmHo, — cornacuics nmpodeccop, — cefiuac mprejieM, Jaio IMorbeM, a TOTOM, MOXET ObITb,
U PaCcCKaxy.

Ckopo B HOMepe npodeccopa 3aKuIies YaiHUK.

— Wcropus aTa yXomuT B IiyOMHY BEKOB, — Hauaul pogeccop, — a rae Oeper Havalo, He 3HaeT
HUKTO. $1 He 3Hal0, CJIBIXAJIH JIU BBl KOTJa-HUOYAb O TaK HA3bIBAEMBIX PHIIAPSX Xpama, Ha4Ye roBops,
TaMIUIMEepax.

[NeryxoBa yTBepaMTEIbHO KMBHY/IA TOJIOBOM, YTO-TO TAaKOE YMTAIA.
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— Bce-Taku s nosiciio. Tamriepsl — pblLAPCKUN OPIEH, BO3HUKIIMKA BO BpPeMs KPECTOBBIX
noxoyioB. Llenbio ero ObTa OXpaHa MaJOMHUKOB, CleloBaBIMX B MepycaauM. DTUM OHM 3aHUMa-
JIMCh Ha MPOTsKeHUH Aecsatuiaetnit. CypoBasi MoHaIlecKasi Ku3Hb, 00eT 0e30paunsi, MOCTOSIHHBIE
OINACHOCTH CILIOTWJIM pblliaper Xpama, JeJajii uX Heys13BUMoi TBepabiHeld. Ho ¢ TeueHreM BpemeHnu
3Ty HEIIPUCTYIHYIO KPENOCTh B3sla MOTYILIECTBEHHAs! crjla — ieHbI'n. OpIeH TaMILIMEepPOB, HEKOIia
CJIAaBUBLLIMIICS CBOEW PbILIAPCTBEHHOCTHIO M HEMOIKYITHOCTBIO, NPEBPATUJICS B ILANKY CTsKaTesew,
POCTOBIIMKOB M pa300MHUKOB. [1ob3ysich cBOEH BOEHHOM MOIIBIO, phIllapu Xpama 0e33aCTeHUYMBO
rpaduIM KOro TOJIBKO BO3MOXKHO, B MEPBYIO OYepeb TeX ke MaJOMHUKOB, menmux K ['pody [oc-
MOJHIO. B TOMKHMKAX y HUX XOAWIIM BJAJIETENbHbBIE OCOObI, KHS3bsI, IEPKOBbB, [1a MaJIo JIM KTO eIlle.
Branenus TamruinepoB Obutn packugansl 1o Bceid EBporne ot [Monsimm go Ucnanuu. [bstHCTBO, pac-
IyTCTBO, CTS)KATEIbCTBO phbIllapeld XpaMa cTajio npuTyel no sasbiex. «[Iber, kak Tamruimep» — 3ta
MIOroBOpKa KUBeT BO ®paHimy 1 moHbiHe. OIHAKO KaK pa3 He 9TO CTajo MPUIMHON UX rudenu. Yro
Kacaercsl HapyIlIeHUs1 XpUCTUAHCKUX 3allOBE/IEN, TO 3[1ECh OTCTYITHUKOB XBaTaJo.

['maBHast mpuYMHA KPYyIIeHUs1 OpieHa ObUla B KOJIOCCAIBHOW BJIACTH, KOTOPYIO 3a0pajiil TaM-
repsl. VIX KpeAuTopaMu CTaiu BIMATETbHEUIIFE OCOObI, B IIEPBYIO ouepe/ib (PPAHITy3CKHA KOPOIIb
@unmunn YeTBepTslil.

Hekorna ropapie 1 HEMPUCTYIHbBIE PHILIAPU-ACKETHI MTPEBPATHIINCH B OOBIKHOBEHHBIX POCTOB-
IIMKOB. B CBOMX BiaJieHMsIX OHM OBUIM MOJHOCTBIO HE3aBUCHMBI OT TOCYAAPCTBEHHON BJIACTH, TBO-
PUIM CYJ U paclipaBy IO CBOEMY pa3ymeHuw0. Perpeccunt mpoTvB HUX TOTOBUJIMCH JOJITO U TailHO,
pacnpaga rpsHynia HeokuIaHHO. POPMaIbBHO MHUIIMATOPOM FOHEHHI TPOTUB TAMILIMEPOB ObLT Mana
pumckuid Kiiumenr 1V, (paktruecku 3a ero crimHou crosin ppanity3ckuil kopoabs @uumnm IV Kpacu-
BBIH, PEIIUBIINIA OMHUM YAApOM M30aBUTHCS M OT KPEAUTOPOB, U OT MOJUTHYECKUX MPOTUBHUKOB.
Crencrue Besia MTHKBU3HIIYS,  OHA He 3HaJa xkayiocTr. OOBUHEHNE ObLIO UCIIBITAHHBIM M XapaKTep-
HBIM JIJIS1 YETBIPHAIIATOTO BeKa — BeKa CMYT U peJMriuo3Horo ¢anatu3ma. Prinapeit Xpama o0BU-
HWIU B KOJIIOBCTBE.

HecomHeHHO, 4TO OCHOBaHHMSI [1s TOTO ObUTH. BBUIO IOTOATIMHHO U3BECTHO, YTO TAMILIUEPHI
MCIIOBEJOBAJIM KaKyI0-TO TAMHCTBEHHYI0 penvruio. Heuto Bpozie Kysbra cataHu3ma. OHU TPUHOCUIIN
JKEPTBBI IbSIBOITY, OOTOXYJIbCTBOBAJIH, BO BPEMS CBOMX CATAHMHCKMX MOJICHHH IJIEBAJIM HA PACTISTUS
Y TIOKJIOHSUIMCh CTPaHHOMY MOy Tof Ha3BaHueM bBagomer. Bce 310 OBUIO XOpOIIIO M3BECTHO U
paHblIle, HO Ha 3TO 3aKpbIBAJM I1a3a. Teneps ke (ppaHIly3ckoMy KOPOJIIO TOHAOOMINCh HECMETHBIE
dorarcTBa OpJieHa, a TMarne Hy)KHO ObUIO YHUUTOXUTh €PETUKOB.

ITo Bceit EBpone 3ambinamu kocTpbl. Ha HUX KITIM MPOKJIATHIX TaMIivepoB. Ho riaBHbIN
koctep ObL1 3a10xeH B [Tapuke. Ha Hem cropen Benmkuii maructp opaena e boxe. [lepea cmeptbio
OH TPOKJISLT (ppaHIly3cKHMX KopoJsel quHactun Baya. Cunrtaercs, 4To ero mpoKJssTHe CObUIOCH.

OpnHako He 3TO I71aBHOE B MOeM pacckase. PaKThl, KOTOPbIE s M3JI0KWIL, 00IIen3BecTHbL. VHTe-
pecHo npyroe. HecMoTpsi Ha TO 4YTO CylecTBOBaJI NpUKa3 U3 Puma kak MOXHO ObIcTpee pacrpa-
BUTHCSl C TAMIUIMEpaMU, WHKBU3HUIIMS TPOBEJa TINATENIbHOE Cle/IcTBUE. B OONBIIMHCTBE CiiydaeB
HE y/1aJ10Ch MOJYYUTh KOHKPETHBIE MTOKA3aHUs, YIUYalole peliapeil Xpama B CBSI3X C HEUUMCTOU
cuion. [a, mesaacrBoBanmu! [la, passpatHuyaiu! Ho caTaHMHCKUX Opruil He CIpaBisuid, a peaMeT
MOKJIOHEHHSI ObUT OWH — rocrofp Haml WMucyc Xpucroc. TimatenbHble JOMPOCH, Kak MPaBHIIO, C
MIPUMEHEHUEM TIBITOK, a THITKM TOT/Ia OBUTM 3HAYMTENBHO M3OIIPEHHE!, YeM ceiuac, He pacKpbLIH
TaiHbL. Phiiapu 1160 HUYero He 3HaM, OO0 Momdyainu. M Bce ke He Bce CyMeNTH BblIepKaTh MBITKH.
Heckomnbko yenoBeKk Aaiy MoKa3aHWs, KOTOpble ObUTM HACTOJIBKO HEC/IBIXaHHBI, YTO HE TOJIBKO He
ObLIM OOHAPOIOBAHBI, HATIPOTUB, XPAHWIIUCH B TIIyOOUaiiiei TaiiHe. 3 3TUX MOKa3aHU# ClieIoBao,
YTO BHYTpU OOJIBIIIOrO OpJeHa CYIIeCTBOBAT Kak Obl HEKWI TAWHBIA OpAEH, B KOTOPBIA BXOIWIN
TOJIBKO TMOCBAIIEHHBIE. VcnmaHckuil Tamiuinep Mapku3 Je MeHao3a 1oj NneiTKaMu MPU3HAJICS, UTO
y4acTBOBaJI B TallHBIX LIEPEMOHMSAX, HA KOTOPBIX BBI3BIBAIM JYIIM YMEPUIMX, & TAKKE COBEpILAIN
YeJioBeuecKre xkepTBonpuHoienus. OH pacckasal, 4yTo B OqHOM u3 neniep 6:1m3 CasaMaHKy Nepro-
IWYECKU YCTpauBaJIM 0Opsil, HA3BIBABIIMIACS «4YepHast Mecca». [t ero ocymiecTBiaeHus: U3 OKpecT-
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HBIX CeJIEHHI 0OBIYHO MOXUIIAJICS PeOEHOK, Yallle BCero HeBUHHAs ieBovKa. Ee MpHUHOCHIN B )KepTBY
Carane, a MOTOM COBEpILIAN KOITYHCTBEHHBIE OOPSIIbL: TONTATIM CBSITOE PACIISITUE, TUIEBAJIA B 1apO-
HOCHILy, Hy U TIpoure OoroxynbctBa. KpoBbio HEBUHHOrO pebeHKa Maszaiu ceOs. A U3 yesioBeue-
CKOTO cajla KpyTUJIM CBEYH, CIOCOOHBIE SIKOOBI JIe/laTh YeJIOBeKa HeBUAUMbIM. MapKu3 ObUT COXKKEH
B Tone30, a mokazaHusi €ro MOXOPOHEHHBI B apXMBax DcKopuasa.

Eme 60nee 3arafgounyio nHGOpMAIIUIO MOBEIaI MHKBU3UIMY (hpaHITy3CKUiA JBOPSHUH Jie Top-
Heil. Hano ckazarse, uto meBasbe ne TopHel cunrascs cpeny xkurteneit [lyaty ncuaauem aja HU4yTh
He MeHblIIIe, YeM ero 3eMyIsik JKuib e Perr «Cunsist 6opopar. J{onro nepeyncisth, B 4eM OOBHHSIICS
IIeBaJIbe-XpaMOBHUK. JIOCTaTOUHO CKa3aTh, YTO IIPU OOBICKE B €r0 3aMKe ObLITA HalAeHbl O0UKH, TTOJI-
HBIE JETCKUX KOCTEMl.

B camom e 3amke ObUIO OOHAPYKEHO HEUTO BpOAE Kamuia IbsiBona. CaTaHUHCKasl YacOBHS
OblIa yKpaleHa pa3MuHbIMA MaryecKMMU CHMBOJIAMH, TIOCPEIM Hee BUCEJIO paclsiThe BBEpX
HOTaMH.

Cresibl pasrysibHBIX MHPIIECTB 00 3TOM CBUAETEILCTBOBAJIM — YTO COOMPAIIOCh TaM MHOTO
Hapoja M J0CcTatoyHo 4yacto. OfHaKo B3ATHI B 3acTeHKH Tamruis meBasbe e TopHEN He BbIHEC
NBITOK. VIcriaHCKue carory, AbIObI, TOHOKY CBATOr0 AHTOHHS Y MHOTHX pa3Bs3bIBasM s13bIKH. He cTan
UCKJIIOYeHUeM U 1eBasibe. [1o TeM BpeMeHaM OH ObUT JIOBOJIBHO MPEKJIOHHOTO BO3pAcTa, eMy ObLIO
JaJIeKo 3a mAThAecAT. Bumumo, aackas 6071b M KalocTh K ceOe 3aCTaBUIIM HAPYIIUTh €ro CTPAIIHYIO
KJATBY. [log MBITKaMU, KpoMe BCEro MpOYero, OH paccKasasl O TalHOM 0Opsifie, MPOUCXOIUBIIEM
u3peKa B TIOTHOMYHHE Ha HEKOTOPBIX Kiaaoumax. [1o ero cioBam, umMesnch HEKHe CyliecTBa, uMe-
HOBABIIIECs «METpP € CUMThEP», UTO B MepeBojie ¢ (PPaHIy3CKOTO 3HAYUT «XO3SUH KJIQJOUIIA».
Takux cymiecTB Bo ®@paHIIMKU ObLIO JIUIIIb HECKOJIBKO, YUCIIO MX HU B KOEM Clly4ae He JOJKHO MTPEeBbI-
maTh TpruHAAIATH. OOBIYHO OHU CYIIECTBOBAIM HEBEPOSITHO JOJTO, a €CIM M YMUPAJIH, TO UX MECTO
3aHMMAaJM JaBHO WU3BECTHbIC KaHAUaThl. HO HU OMH M3 «MeTp 1 CUMThEp» He MOT YMepeTh, He
riepesiaB CBOMX 3HAHUW IIPEEMHHUKY.

['maBHBIM TIpeHa3HAUYEHHEM XO3seB KJIagOuINa ObUIM KOJJOBCKUE OOPSIIbI, «OKUBIISIBILIIE»
norpedeHHbIX. He Kaxmoro nmorpeGeHHOro MOXHO ObUIO MOAHSATH U 3aCTaBUTh CIYKUTh cede. Tak,
HEBUHHbIE AYIIN HE MOAYMHSINCH KOIAYHaM, J1a M OObIYHbIE CMYThsIHBI HE BCET/a MOAJABATINCH UX
yapaM. Jlyuie Bcero BOIEOCTBO AEHCTBOBAIO HA CaMOYOMIALl, TPEIIHUKOB, Iyasux Aesuil. Ha
BOIIPOC, JUISI Yero 3To ObUIO HYXkHO, e TOpHel OTBETUJI, YTO YMEpILIe MOTJIM CITyXKUTh KOJIIyHaM,
BBITIOJTHSATH UX TIOpy4eHusi. Pabotanm Ha HUX. B 3TOM ciydae KOlayHy NpUXOIUIOCh KOPMUTD OKUB-
IMX MepTBenoB. ENMHCTBEHHOE, Yero He MOT IEPeHOCUTh KaaBp, 3TO coib. CTOUT JaTh eMy XOTs
Obl KPYMMHKY COJIM, Cpa3y K HECUACTHOMY BO3BPAIIAETCsl CO3HAHME U OH B CTPAIIHBIX MYYEHHSIX
pacceinaercsi, Tenepb yxe HaBcer/a.

B 0co6bIX ciydasx MepTBelaM NpuaaBaicsi OONUK PeasIbHBIX JIIOAEH, KOTOPBIX MOIJIM OTJIHU-
YHUTH OT HACTOSIIMX TOJBKO 3HAIOIIKME JIIoaU. Biagenu nonoOHeIMU cekpeTaMy Hanbosiee N30IpeH-
HbIE CrIeIMaIUCThl. Tak cKa3aTh, Maru BHICIIEH KBaTM(HUKALIUN.

OpHax e K 0fHOMY (DpaHITy3CKOMY MPUHILY ObLT MOJOCIaH Mog0OHbI 060opoTeHs. M300pa-
’KaJI OH KpacaBlia-I0HIIA, OTJIMYHOTO Hae3THUKA U OXOTHUKA. MOJI0J0# YesioBeK ObUT IKOObI 3HATHOTO
pora, ¥ MPHHI] B HEM AyIIH He yasul. [Ipr ABOpe HaXOAMIICs ONBITHBIN acTPOJIOT, KOTOPBIH Cpasy ke
pacrnosHaj B oHoIe 000poTHs. EcTecTBEHHO, eMy HUKTO He moBepui. TIIETHO MbITajics OH JAOKa-
3bIBaTh CBOIO TIPABOTY, €0 MOAIMAIM HA CMeX. bosee Toro, Ha HECYaCTHOTO acTposIora OOPYIIHIICS
THEB CaMOTO KOPOJISL.

Opnako nomor ciydail. Kak-To (paBopuT NprcyTCTBOBAJ HAa IEPEMOHUH B KOPOJIEBCKOU OMOYM-
BasibHe. M 0OpaTniiv BHUMaHKe, 4TO OH CTapaTeIbHO N30eraeT MpuoOImKaThes K 3epKajiam. A Tak Kak
3epKaJl B KOPOJIEBCKOM CriasibHe ObUIO MHOTO, & YUTH 0€3 pa3pelieHus: OH He MOT, (paBOPUT CKPOMHO
CTOsIJT B CAMOM TEMHOM yrojike. OJJHaKO eMy BCe jKe MPHUIIUIOCh BHIATH, U KAKOBO ke ObUIO YAUBJICHHE
OJIHOTO M3 TPUBOPHBIX, CIIEIMATFHO HAOMIONABIIIEro 32 HUM, KOTJIa OH He YBHIEJ B 3epKajie OTpa-
xenust paBoputa. 00 3TOM ObUIO 1010%kEHO Koposio. OH CHavasia He TOBEPHII, IOTOM BbI3BAJI acT-
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posora. Curyarus Obula IeKoTIMBast. MI3BeCTHO, YTO 000POTEHb He UCTIBITHIBAET Oomm. Penmuch
TMIO/IBEPrHYTh €ro MbITKaM. B pesysbTrate (haBopHT ObLT COXKEH Ha KocTpe. Ho BepHeMcs K X03sIMHY
KJIaaouIna v Tamruimepam. JJonpocsl HEKOTOPBIX philiapei Xpama NMOoKa3aid, YTO XO31H KJIaa0uIIa
T0JIb30BaJICS KOJIOCCaIbHOM BIacThio. OH MOT MTHOPUPOBATh yKa3bl Besnmkoro Marucrpa opaeHa. Pa3
B HECKOJIBKO JIET COBEPIIATIMCH COOPUIIA STUX CTpAIIHbIX (Uryp co Bcerd EBporibl. OOBIYHO TaiiHbIe
BCTpeur npoucxoauna Bo @panuumu, Ho He Beerga. Ciyvanucs onu B cnanuu, Uramu, ['epmanum.

— Ho Poccus! — Bockimknysna [leryxoBa. — 31ech HUKOTIa He ObUTO HUKAKUX TAMIUIAEPOB!

— Bbl npaBbl. OiHaKo JaiiTe MHE 3aKOHYUTDb PACCKas.

— Ilocne cnencTBus U cyaa HaJ TaMILIMEPaMH 00 STOU CTpaHHOU rpyrie 3a0buti. Bo Bcsikom
ciaydae, opurmansHo. OIHAKO KOJNIOBCKHE OOps/Ibl MPOAOIKAIM CYIIECTBOBAaTh B HApoJe, /1a U B
BBICILIEM CBETE TOXE.

Bpemst ot BpeMeHr 00HapoJOBATUCH Jielia, Ka3HWJIMCh EPETUKH, BCE IIUIO cBoMM uepeaoM. Cie-
ayiolee CoObITHE, B KAKOK-TO Mepe MPOIMBAIOIIee CBET Ha IpodiieMy, cydnioch B TpaHcHIbBaHUM
B XV Beke. MectHomy npaButenmio Braay Llerenry ObUIo T07T0KEHO, 9TO B OMHOM U3 iepeBeHb TpaH-
CUJIbBAHUM TPAKTUYECKU BCE JKUTETH — 000poTHU. [0 HOYaM OHM HamaJaloT Ha IMyTelleCTBeHHH-
KOB, IbIOT UX KPOBb, TPOKYCHIBAIOT SIpEMHYIO BeHY. YesioBeK, CTaBIIMI KepTBOM BaMIIMpa, WM, 110-
MECTHOMY, «BYpJaJlaka», cCaM CTAaHOBUTCA BamnpoMm. Bian Lenem no npo3suiy Ipakyna, TO eCTb
3Meil, ObUT YeTOBEK PEeIIUTEbHBIN U KeCTOKUIA. UTOObI yIOCTOBEPUTHCS B TIPABIMBOM paccKase, OH
MIPUKa3al OLIEMNTh IEPEBHIO, APECTOBATh BCEX €€ JKUTeJel M pacKomaTh MecTHOe Kiaaouiie. YTto u
ObLJIO UCTIONHEHO. B OOMBIIMHCTBE MOTMIT ObLTM OOHAPYKEHBI MEPTBBIE O€3 MPU3HAKOB Pa3JIOKEHHUS.
OHM MMenM HOpMAJIbHBIN LBET JIMLIA U BIVISAENU cisamuMu. Hegonro qymast, B Kak/I0ro U3 Takux
MEpTBELIOB ObLT 320UT OCUHOBBIN KOJ, & )KUBbIE )KUTEJH AePEBHH ObLIM TIOCaXkeHbl Ha Koi1. He 3Hato,
YTO JIyYILE. ..

OpnHako miepes; 3TOW HEBECEJIOW MPOLEAYPON MOCIEAOBAIM TaKUe MBITKH, YTO Jake CTOJb
MOyYHTeIbHAS Ka3Hb cTasia u30apiaeHueM. UTo ynanock BbIsICHUTH? Bo r1aBe 3TOH, eciim MOXKHO Tak
CKa3arh, OPraHU3alMU CTOSI MECTHBIN Ky3Hell, KOTOPBIA U ObUT X03sMHOM Kiaaouiia. OH He Obul
MOMMaH.

NutepecHo, uyTo HaponHasi MOJIBa, a 32 HeW W JuTeparypa caenanu camoro Brnaga Ilenerna
BamnupoM. ims «Jlpakysaa» cTajao HapuLaTeIbHbIM.

A B Poccun OHM NIOSIBUJIUCS. . .

Ctpymc BHE3aHO MpepBajl pacckas3 U HaJI0ro 3aayMacs.

— Haueine, nansine, — morpedoBaia [leTyxosa.

— K uemy 3Ta nekums, — OTBETCTBOBAJ Mpodeccop, — JOMYCTUM, 51 pacCKaxy BaM, KOIJia OHU
MosIBUJIMCh Ha Pycu, Kakyio posib urpaiv 3tu cyniectsa B napcrsoBanuu Misana I'posnoro? Hy 1 uto?
He B aTOM neno. [aBHOE, UTO OHU KUBYT U IO Cell JeHb U 0OTAAI0T CUJIOW HUYYTh HE MEHBIIICH,
yem B CpeliHue Beka.

Bor Bam npumep. [o BoiiHbl B KueBe B 0fHON M3 rOpPOACKMX HIKOJN CTaJIM MCYe3aTh [ETH.
CHavasna onuH peOeHOK, M0-MOoeMy, AEBOYKa, JIET JECSITH, TOTOM U Apyrue peosTuiiku. Beero ke
ucuesso ceMb yesosek. Hy, ectectBeHHO, Muuius, cneactsre. .. Hukakux cineno. CI0OBHO CKBO3b
3eMJTIO TPOBATIMIIMCH. MOXET OBITh, 3TO TaK Obl M 3aMsUTH, HO OTEIl OJJHOTO U3 MPOIABIIHX JeTel ObLT
kpynHbiil yuH B HKB/I. Cram 10CKOHAJIBHO NPOBEPATh KAXKIOr0 U3 MPOXOAUBIINX MO Aeny. [Ipu-
BJIEK K cebe BHUMaHUE TUPEKTOP IMIKOJbL. Bpoae Obl 6e3ynpeynast TMYHOCTbh, TIeJaror, Kakux Majo.
Co BCeX CTOPOH XapaKTepU30BaJICs MOJOKUTEIbHO. OqHAKO OblIa OJHAa CTPAHHOCTh. JTOT YEIOBEK
JOBOJIBHO YacTO MOCEIIa HeOOJBINOEe, MOYTH 3a0pOIIeHHOE KJIaJOUIIIe, TjIe IKOOBI ObljIa TOXOPOHEHa
ero Matb. OHO HaXOAWJIOCh IPU OJHON U3 MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIX KUEBCKUX LIEPKBEN, TaBHO HE JAEUCTBY-
IOLLEH.

Ha mepBelii B3MJIAn — HUYEro OCOOEHHOTO, JIIOOSIIMIA, Oe3yTelTHBIA ChIH, CKOPOSIIUN 1O
MaTepHu. . .
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OpHaKo 3TU TOCEIeHNs TPOUCXOIWIN TOYTH BCerJa Mo Bedepam, OOBIYHO B CYMEpKH. 3a
JIMPEKTOPOM OblIa YCTAHOBJIEHA CIIEKKA. Pe3ynbTaThl ee ObLTM HACTOJIBKO HEOXHIAHHBI, YTO Jaxke
BU/IABIIIVE BU/IbI ONBITHBIE KPUMUHAIMICTHI ObUIN TIOTPSICCHBI.

Kak okazasock, Ha K1ag0uIile MPOUCXOAWIA CBOEro poja madary BeapM. KueB u ero okpect-
HOCTH BOOOIIIE CJTABHBI CBOUMHU KOJIJJOBCKUMU TPAIUIUSAMU. BbipakeHre «KHMeBCKHE BEIbMbI» ke
BOIILJIO B MOTOBOPKY. CJIOBOM, Ha 3TOM 3a0pOIIIEHHOM TIOrocTe cOOMpasiach HeUncCTas CUia, a ieJjaror
OBbLT y HUX KeM-TO BPOJIE BEPXOBHOT'O JKpelia.

— YemM ke OHU TaM 3aHUMAaUCh? — ciipocuiia [leryxoBa.

—Hy... —ipodeccop ycMexHyIIcs, — Mek/1y POYMM, MUCTEPUN OUSHb HATIOMUHAIOT BU/ICHHbIC
Bamu B JIuxoneeBke. $1 unurast onvcanue 3Tux urpmiil. VX OpU10 MATEpO: caM JUPEKTOP U YeThIpe KeH-
IMHLL Bce, 9To Tam mpoaesbiBaiv, MOKHO ObUIO OBl Ha3BaTh CEKCyaIbHOM Opruei, oHaKo HaOmo-
JaBIFe OOpaTWIM BHUMAaHUE HAa HEKOTOpble 0coOeHHOCTH. CaM TUPeKTOp MHOT/AA TOJHUMAIICS B
BO3/IyX U Kak Obl 3aBUCAJ HA HECKOJIbKO MUHYT. KEHIIUHBI YeM-TO Ma3aJid CBOM TeJia, U C HUMHU TIPO-
HACXOOWIIO TO ke camoe. CIIoBOM, 3TO OBUT KJIACCHMYECKUH adarin, onucanHei eme ['ére. Beio kom-
MAHUIO, ECTECTBEHHO, apecToBa. OHAKO Ky/a ke JeBaiuch Aeth? OKa3pBaeTCs, UX yMEPIIBISIIN
BO BpeMsI KOJIJOBCKUX 00psinoB. Hy, ueM He mpeciioByTas «4depHasi Mecca»? Q0 3TOM paccka3aiu Ha
J0Mpocax KeHIMHbL KcTaTh, OHM OKa3auch CaMbIMU OOBIYHBIMU COBETCKMMU I'pakJaHKaMu. [[Be
JKEHIIMHBI JOMOXO3SIUKHU, OJJHA — allTeKaph, OJIHA — YUYUTEILHUIIA U3 TOM Xke IMIKOJbL. Bt 3a1epkaH u
IWPEKTOP, OH YITOPHO MOTYAJI, HO caMoe TIOPa3UTeNIbHOE, Yepe3 TPU JHS OH ucue3. A Bellb cOexarb
u3 caencrBeHHoro uzonsaropa HKB/ HeBo3MoxHO. Bpiiv HaliieHbl OCTaHKM JIETE, 3aKOMaHHbIe Ha
TOM ke Kianouie. Bot takas ucrtopus. He xyxe yem B CpeHEBEKOBbE.

— Hy a panspie yro? — cnpocuiia Banentuna CepreeBHa.

— Jla Huyero. OOpaTHIIMCh 32 KOHCY/IbTAIEN K HEPKOBHUKAM. Te TOIbKO pyKaMu pa3BejId.
[Mpennoxunu kamepsl, Iie HAXOIUIUCh APECTOBaHHbIe, OKPOIUThH CBATON BOogoW. Ha 310, KOHEUHO,
He nonuty. [ToTom Hamum ofHOro cTapuuka. ToT, yCblmaB 0O0CTOsATeIbCTBA AejIa, HUIYTh He YIu-
BuJjics. Takux ciydaeB, TOBOPHT, paHbIIle MPEIOCTATOYHO OBUIO, ]a U TeTepb, KaK BUIWTE, BCTpeYa-
I0TCSI. A TUPEKTOP MIKOJIBI — 3TO KOAyH. OOOPOTHUIICS MBIIIBIO, ]a ¥ IPOCKOJIB3HYJI B KaKyl0-HUOY/Ib
miesky. Terneppb Uiy ero. DTUM POCCKa3HAM, eCTeCTBEHHO, He TIOBEPUJIH, HO OOBSICHUTH HCYC3HOBE-
HUE TUPEKTOpa TaK U He CMOTJIH.

Takux UCTOpHIA MOKHO paccKasath JI0BOJILHO MHOro. Hy na magHo. CkonbKo JHEH Bam ocTa-
nock? — [Ipodeccop He JOKOHYMIT BOTIPOCA.

— ...Kutp, — 3akoHUYMIA 32 Hero [leTyxoBa, — ¢ CErONHSAIIHErO yKe NATh.

— He Tak yx maio, — 3akmouun mpodeccop.

— KoneuHo, HEKOTOPBIM MOKHO BECENUThCs, — YHBIIO MpousHecia [leryxoBa. — Tem Goree ¢
HAyYHOH TOUYKM 3pEHUsI SKCIIEPUMEHT, He TpeOyIOLHid HU 3aTpar, HU paboThl. 3Hail ceOe KU, YTo
W3 3TOT'O BCETO BBIMAET.

— Hy-ny, — mocepbe3nen npodeccop, — roayOyIiKa, Mbl PsIZIOM C BaMH.

— A 4TO TOJNKY, HaJIO ke YTO-TO JiesiaTh. Beap He ChIeTh ke U He KIaTh. DTO HECTEPITUMO.

— Bort uto, — ckazan npogeccop. — [loeszxaiite cHoBa B JIuxoneeBky. Maute k cBoeii 6abke u
TMOMTPOCHTE €€ CBECTH BAC C INIABHBIM, C XO3SIMHOM KJIQIOMIIA.

— A ecii oHa He COrJIacuTCs?

— Cornacutcst! Moxete He comHeBaThes. Tak BoT. Koria Bel BCTpeTHTeCh ¢ HUM, U300pa3uTe
packasiHue, J1aiiTe MOHSTh, UTO TOTOBBI Ha Bce. CJIOBOM, BOMIMTE K HUM B JIOBEPUE.

— A ecra He oBepAT? OHM, Cy/sl 0 BCeMy, He TaKue YK MPOCTaku. [la v moToM, 4To 3HAYMT
— roToBa Ha Bce?

— Hy, 310 y% cMoTpuTe 1o 0OcTosATeIbcTBaM. OJHAKO Ha BallleM MecTe sl Obl HE XOPOXOPUJICS.

— U 310 Bes Bamia nomors? — Bekpuyania [eryxoBa. — Huuero cebe, Xoporn coBeT, camoi
MIPHITHYTh B OTOHb . . .
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— A MOXeT ObITb, TO JYUIIIUHI BBHIXOJ, — 3ayMUUBO rpousHec Ctpymc. — CaMoii IPLITHYTh B
oronb! A mMbl ¢ Hukomaem EropoBuuem, — OH MOCMOTpEIT Ha aCCUCTEHTa, — OyaeM MoOIM30CT. Bol
HE BOJIHYWUTECH, I71a3 C BaC HE CITYCTHM.

— Jla Bo3MO3kHO Ji11 3107 — Banentuna CepreeBHa HACTOPOKEHHO MOCMOTpEJIa TO Ha OHOTO, TO
Ha JIpyroro. — Bel yx He TeMHuTe. CKaKUTe YeCTHO, YTO XOTUTE YBUAETD, UTO U3 BCETO TOTO BHIM/IET.

— Ona Ham He BepuT, Koins, — HacMenumBo ckazan Ctpymc. — [Ipuzercs: mpoaeMoHCTpupo-
BaTh €l HAIlTK BOMOXHOCTH. — Kosist joctait crpanHoO# (hopMbl Oy THIIKY, HATIOTHEHHYIO SIPKO-CUHEN
KUAAKOCTHIO. OUeHb OCTOPOKHO HAJIMIT HECKOJIBKO Karesb Ha JHO CTaKaHa, 0 MOJIOBUHBI 10U €ro
BO0M. [TOTOM OH 'POMKO M OTYETIMBO MPOU3HEC KAKOE-TO HETIOHSTHOE CJI0BO, COCTOsIBIIIEE, Ka3a-
JIOCh, U3 OJJHUX COIJIACHBIX 3BYKOB, M BBIITHIJI KHUIIKOCTb.

BuesarHo oH ucues. Banentuna CepreeBHa Oblla HACTOJIBKO MOPaXkeHa, YTO BCKOYMJIA U CTO-
siJ1a, OTKPBIB POT M BBITAPAIIMB IJ1a3a. Bapyr oHa movyyBcTBOBaA MPUKOCHOBEHHE. KTO-TO KOCHYIICA
ee BOJIOC, 3aTeM pyku. [loTom JjexkaBlias Ha cTone ra3era MOJHsSIACh B BO3AYX U 3aCThlLIa, CJIErKa
Kosbixasich. IleryxoBa 3aBu3:xana oT yxaca.

— Tuxo! Tuxo! — ycniokousn ee npodeccop. — He kpuuute Tak. Bbl ke coMHeBaIMCh B HaIIMX
criocodnocTsix. Kos!

— Ja, Bukentuii ApkagbeBuu? — J0HECCS U3 IyCTOM KOMHAThl 3HAKOMBIH TOJI0C.

— Hy Bor, 310 Beero-Hascero Koms.

— Heyxenu 310 BO3MOKHO?

— Ha sto mpocreiimmii pumep Oesoit Maruu. eno B Tom, uto Mbl ¢ Koneil Toxke HEMHOXKO
BommeOHuKH. [la u kak nHaue? Crieniudpuka takasi. — B sty munyty Konst cHOBa BO3HUK B MaTepu-
aJlbHOM OOpase. OH CTOsUT KaK HU B 4YeM He OBIBAJIO U IepXkal B pykax rasery. — ClioBom, — OIBITO-
xun Ctpymc, — e3xkaiTe B JIMXOIeeBKy U HU O YeM He OECIIOKOUTECh, B CIIy4ae Yero — Mbl PSIOM.

[peBparenusi, MPOM3OIIEAIINE Y Hee Ha IJ1a3ax, HECKOJIbKO ycrokownu IleTyxoBy, omqHako
He 710 KoHna. Ho Beixona He Obut0. [Ipodheccop, KOHEUHO, TIpaB: exaTh Hajo. Ha ToMm 1 mopermIim.
WM BOT OHa CHOBa y 3HaKOMO# AepeBeHbKU. [lormyTHass MalMHa yexana, a OHa OCTalach CTOSITh Ha
o0ouMHEe TOpory. 3HaKOMBIN Tei3ax He pagoBai. Beero Heemo Ha3a/l yBrea OHA ero BIiepBbie, HO
CKOJIBKO C T€X IOp MUHYJIO cOObITHIA. Kak OynTo B yCKOPEHHOM KMHO MEJIbKaJIH JIUIA, IPOUCIIIECTBHUS,
KOIIIMApHI.

[Nepen Helt BUnach uyTh puMeTHas Tporka. [1oiTu o Hell HaBCTpeuy HOBBIM MTPUKJTIOUYEHUSIM
WJIH CJIOMS TOJIOBY OpOCUTBCS OekaTh B OOpPaTHYIO CTOPOHY?

Her! Bee xe Brniepen.

Crapyxa ArpunnuHa Ky3sMuHHMYHaA BCTpeTwiia ee Kak crapyio 3Hakomywo. Hu o yem He pac-
ClipalvBasi, ycaauia muTh yail. PacckasbiBasa o cBOel )KM3HH, O ChIHE, KOTOPBIH JABHO HE MPHE3kKaeT
u3 ropoya. PasroBop miesn o cambix OOBIYHBIX JIeJIax, OJHAKO U Ta U ApYyTrasi AaIu: KTO jKe HAYHET O
ToM, pagu 4yero [leryxoBa nmpuexasa B 3TO KYTKOE MecTo?

Crapyxa He BblJep:kasia [epBOu.

— Hy, 4t0 y Te6s1 HoBOro? — ¢ JII0OONBITCTBOM CITPOCHJIA OHA.

Banentuna CepreeBHa pacckasajia KOe-4TO U3 IIPOUCIIEALIETO C HEMl.

— He ocrapnsiior, 3HauuT, T€OsI B IOKOE, — MOIBITOXKMIA cTapyxa. — Hy)XHa Tbl UM, BUIHO, [T
Yero-To.

— A KTO OHM? — ¢ 3aMupaHueM cepaua cripocuia Ileryxosa.

— KongyHsl MecTHbIE, — TPOCTO OTBETHIIa OaOKa. — A caMblil IMIaBHBIN U3 HUX AcMozein Yep-
HonsATOB. OH-TO BCEMU 3arpapiisieT. XO35UH KJIaJOuINa erlie Ha3blBaeTCsl.

— A BHI UX He Goutechb?

— A 4ero MHe 00AThCH, 51, CUUTAM, OIHA W3 HUX. TOJNBKO s HA TOOPO MOBEPHYTA, a OHK Ha 3J10.
Tak Bcerna OpBasio. EcTh neHb, ecth HOUb. OJJHO ¢ APYTUM He MelnaeTcs. [lepeByika-To Haia, Thl
3Haellb, IpeBHsIsl. B He3anaMsaTHbIe BpeMeHa KOJIIyHBI 3/1€Ch YTHE3/IMIUCh.

— A Henb3s 1 yBUIETH 3TOro AcMozes?
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— Ha nokJion cama penmwia nortu? [la yBUageTs ero MoxHo, 4ero mnpoiie. Tonbko He moxase-
ellb Ju?

— Yero mHe TepsTh?

— U 1o npasna. Hy, ceronHs Tl He Xoau. 3aBTpa C yTpa U MOWAEIIb.

— 51 TONBKO OTHOTO HE MOoKMY, — IPOAOJIKaa THYTh cBoe Banentuna CepreeBHa, — 4yeM xke
OHH, KOJIIYHBI 9TH, 3aHUMaloTcsl. Kakas 1iesb-To y Hux?

— lens? — mepecnipocuina 6adka. — Llenb y HUX TpocTasi: moBelieBaTh JIIOAbMU. PaHbIlie-1o Tak
1 OBLIO.

— Yro xe OHU MOTyT?

— Jla MHOroe. MoryT XBOpb Ha 4esioBeKa HacjaTh, IPUCYXY Ha JEBUILY WM MOJIOAYXY. MoryT B
Pa3HBIX 3Bepel, MTHUIl 00paIaThes, fa Majo Jii uto enie. Cuia y Hux Oosnbinasi. MOryT axe MepT-
BEIIOB OKUBJISAT, 12 Thl BE[lb 3HACIIIb.

— A 310 3auem?

— Hy, pa3ubie npuuunsl ectb. [Ipo KokyeBa-maitopa u Japeio CypuHy ThI yxke ciibixana. Maiiop-
TO ee mooun 6e3 mamsaTu. Cama OHa TOXe STOW HEYHUCTHIO MHTEPECOBANIACh, APYXOY KOU C KeM U3
HUX Bofwia. [la 4Tto oHa, MOUTH BCe OKPECTHBIE MOMEIIMKY K HEYMCTH STOH 32 MIOMOIIBIO ¥ COBETOM
oOparmanvcek. Tak BOT, He OblTa ObI OHA MCIOpYEHa, He cTajia Obl )KMBBIM MepTBelloM. [a TyT ere
Kokyes stot. CioBom, onHo kK oqHoMy. KetaTu, u ero Ta ke yuacts oxugana. Komv monangens Kk HUM,
B UX MAay4bH CETH, HU B XU3HU, HU B CMEPTH MOKOs1 He OyaeT. OnsaTh e KJIaIbl MHOTHE MBITAINCH
MCKAaTh C UX MIOMOUIBIO U, CITy4aJI0Ch, HAXOAWIU. TOJBKO OT IeHEer STUX MPOKJIATHIX YIauu He ObIBAIO.

— A mHoro ux? — cripocuia [leryxosa.

Crapyxa 3acmesiach.

— Iloronu, cama y3Haellb, Thl, s CMOTPIO, KPECTHK Hajiesa. DTo Hersioxo. Ho koria noiaenis K
AcMoziero 3aBTpa, Thl KPECT CHUMH U CHIPsTYb KyJa-HUOYIb OJaJIbIe. YBUIUT, Oebl He 00epeIIbCs.
A naBaii-ka s1 TeGe moragaio. — OHa gocTtana JaBeliHie KapThl.

— A MOXHO, 51 UX IOBHUMATeJIbHEN pa3risiky? — nonpocuia [leryxosa.

— Ha, cmoTpum, — poTsiHyia cTapyxa KOJlomy.

[NetyxoBa paccMarprBaia MpUUyIMBbIE CAMBOJIBI: COJHIIE, JIyHA, CMEPTh, IbsiBOJI, OarHs. Kak
Y B IIEPBBII pa3, ee BHUMaHHE 3a/iepXkaja KapTa, Ha KOTOPOW ObLT M300pakeH MOBEIeHHBIMH.

— D10 Jluxo. — Crapyxa B3sla KapTy yxke U3 pyk. — Buauis, yisidaercs. Ecnu Boimaner Tebe,
3Hal: B KM3HU TBOEW MIPOU30MAET KPYTOU MOBOPOT, HO BOT B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY — 3TO JIEJIO TEMHOE.

Crapyxa B3si1a y Hee U3 pyK KapTel. CMeliana KoJoqy ¥ He TOPOIISICh IOCTala U3 Hee JecsTh
KapT, pa3lokuia ux Ha croje. HaumHasncs psja oTiieNbHUKOM ¢ (hOHApeM, KOHUYAJICS BCE TEM Ke
BUCEJIbHUKOM, HO TIperoceHel KapToi OblT [IbsBOL.

— CkazaTb MOXHO OJJHO, — BAJKHO IIPOM3HECIA CTapyXa, — OOJbIIIast OMacHOCTh TeOs MOIKU/IAET,
a BBHIOEPEIIbCsl WITH He BHIOEPEIbesl U3 Hee — 3aBHCHUT TOJIBKO OT TeOs.

[Moytpy Banentuna CepreeBHa Oe3 anmeTuTa xeBaja OyrepOpos, npuxyeObiBas Yai, U JyMajia
TOJILKO 00 OJTHOM: CKOpeW Obl Y& YBHUIETh 3TOro AcMojiess YepHonsiToBa, a TaM Oyjib UTO OyJeT.

— Ioinems no ynurie, — oObsACHWNIA €l cTapyxa, — Yyepe3 TpU JOMa YBUIHIIb TOKPAIIEHHBIN
CHUHEl KPacKoy 3a00p, TaM OylieT KaJIMTKa, 3a 9TOU KalIuTKo# u OyzaeT aBop Yepromnstosa. Thl, riaB-
HOE, He 0OIcd, cMeJiee UIH.

— A 410 OH 3a YesioBek ? — morpodoBaia paccpocutsb [leTyxoBa.

— YenoBek! — XMBIKHYTa Oa0Ka. — YBUAUII, 9TO 3a yesioBek. Crymaii!

TpornuHKa Besa MUMO BeTXHX JoMuliiek. Horu cpasy ke BBIMOKJIM B T'yCTOM poce. BoT 1 jom ¢
cuHuM 3a60poM. Banentina CepreeBHa HEPEIIUTEIBHO TOMKHYJIA KATUTKY Y BOIIUIA HAa TIPOCTOPHBIN
nBop. Ha nope Hukoro He Obu10. X0wIa, mpas/a, o JBOpY YepHasi Ko3a, Ho [leTyxoBa He oOparuia
Ha Hee BHUMaHMSI.

OHa 0CTOpOXHO TIOCTyYasia B IBEPU JIOMa, ITOTOM BOIILIA B CEHH.
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— [Ipoxoau, mpoxonu, — ycislana oHa MpuBeTuBbIi ronoc. lllarnyna B ropuuity. 3aech ObLIO
YKCTO ¥ TIPOCTOPHO, TTOJT OBbLT 3acTesIeH NoJIoBUKaMH. Ha cTeHe MUpHO THKall XOIUKHU. 3a CTOJIOM
CHJEeJ XYJIOUIaBblid CTapuK U uuTai rasery. OH nocmorpen Ha IleTyxoBy moBepx OYKOB, OTJIONKHII
razery u JOOpOMYyIIHO ycMexHyncsi. — [Ipuiia, romyOyika, — JJaCKOBO CKa3as CTapuK, — a s yXK
3akK/1aJCs.

Banentnna CepreeBHa BO Bce Ilaza cMOTpesa Ha crapuka. JIumo ero ObUIO el He3HaKOMO.
OpnHaxo 171a3a, 171a3a OHa IJIe-TO ONPENIeIeHHO BUIEIA.

— MHe 6bl TOBapuIna YepHOISITOBa, — OCTOPOXKHO Hayaja OHa.

— «ToBapuia» | — nepegpasHui crapuuok. — He ToBapui 1, He rpaJJaHyH, HE TOCTIOVH JaskKe.
A mipocto aenymka Acmoneit. [Tonsina, munas?

[leryxoBa KuBHYJIa TOJIOBOM.

— Taxk 3auem xe noxanopaia?

— 41, — Hauana IleryxoBa 1 ocTaHOBUJIACh, HE 3Has, YTO cKa3aTh. CTapyK BBLKUAIOLIE MOTYAL. —
He 3nato, ¢ 4ero Hayars.

— A THI ¢ HaYaja, MUJasd.

— Hepnemo Hazaz s1 cmyvaiiHo 3abpesia Ha crapoe KJIaa0uile, — 3aliHasACh, mpoposukuia [lery-
XOBa.

— Aii-aii, 4TO e THI 0 KJIaJOUIIaM-TO OPOIUIIIE?

«Jla OH cMeeTcs1 HaJlo MHOW», — 3aKkuIasi, nogymaina Ileryxosa.

— W Bunena tam. ..

— Yro xe?

— A MOXeT, MHE ITOKa3aJIoCh.

— Hy-ny! — mogGonpur ee crapuk.

— Bupena Kakoii-To HEOOBIYHBIN OOpPsII, KaKk OyATO U3 3eMJIU... TIOKOMHUK MOTHUMAJICS. .. —
KO€-KaK JIOKOHYMJIa OHa.

— Oii, crpactu-To Kakue! — JIuio craprika n300pa3uiio MPUTBOPHBIN UCTIYT.

— Ilotom, — meyieHHO npopokaia [leryxoBa, — Ha MaMATHUKE S POYMTAIA CBOIO (PaMUIIUIO
Y J1aTy: BBIXOJWIIO, YTO MHE OCTaJIOCh KUTh TPUHAALATH JHEH.

Crapuk KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM.

— ITotom cranu ciyyarbcst pa3Hble CTpPaHHBIE COOBITHS, 51 HE 3HaJIa, YTO ¥ MOAyMaTh.

— W nagymana npuiity Ko MHe, — OABITOXMIT YepHonsaToB. — M KTo Hagoymu 1ebs?

— Arpunnusa Ky3pMuHMYHa NoJcKa3aia, — HepeluuTenbHO npousHecia Ileryxosa.

— A, 9rta... — Crapuk crenan npe3puTebHyl0 I'pumacy. — Tak 4To ke BCe-TakKu OT MeHs
Xouerb?

— T'oBOpAT, UTO BBl MOXKETE CHATH HaBaXJCHUE.

Crtapuk TOpKECTBYIOIIIE 3aCMEsLICSL.

— Mory, — BAPYT TBEpIO U BJIACTHO MPOU3HEC OH, — sl BCE MOTY. A Tebe, BUJaTh, )KUTb CUIBHO
XOUeTcs.

[leryxoBa norymnuJa rososy.

— Ho cHauyana nociayXutb Thl MHE JOJIKHA.

— Ha Bce rortoa, Oatiomika, — Bapyr 3aBu3xaia [leryxoBa u Opocuiiack Ha KOJIEHU Tieper CTa-
pukoM. Kak 3T0 momy4msoch y Hauiei Jambl, C Yero 3TO BAPYT yIaja Ha KOJEHU Iepes KaKUM-TO
CTapUKAIIKOM, OHA U caMa He MOIJIa MIOHSATh, KaK /10 KOHIa He 0CO3HABAJIA, YTO 3TO — YMBIIILJICHHAs
urpa UM HeoCco3HaHHbIN opsiB. CKopee U TO, U APYroe.

CrapuKy BbIXOAKa OMOMMOTEKapIIY SBHO OHpaBuiach. OH paciesn B yJbIOKe U TIOTpena ee
IO TOJIOBE:

— Monogen, Bamomia, JTT00/10 BOT TAKUX MPOCTHIX.

To, 4TO OH Ha3BaJl €e 0 UMEHU, HUCKOJIBKO HE YAMBUJIO, & BCEJIMIIO HEKOTOPYIO YBEPEHHOCTb:
JeJI0 UJIET Ha JIaJl.
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— JlagHo, BCTaBaM, — MPOAOJIKAT CTapell, — HEUero Ha Mojy-TO BaJIAThC.

[eryxoBa meieHHO Betana. OHa MCHOATHUINKA, HO BHUMATEIbHO paccMaTpUBajia TAMHCTBEH-
HOTO YesioBeKa. DTO ObUT XYIOIABbI, CyXOi, HO, BUIUMO, OYE€Hb KPEIKH, KUIUCTHIA CTapUK.
lomnoBa ero ObLIa TUIENIMBA, MOAOOPOIOK YKpalaia pekast O0poJIKa, JIUIO MOXOIUIO Ha OOTSIHYTHIN
KOkeli yepert. Y TONBbKO 11a3a, mo-MoJoIoMy OCTpble, OJIecTsIue, He MUTasi, CMOTpeJIi Ha Hee.

«Ctapryok He Tak IpocT», — nogymaia [leryxoa. Bcem cBorM BHIOM BbIpakasi CMUPEHUE,
OHa KJaj1a MPUKa3aHUM.

Kaxk ObI HeB3Hauall orisiziesia OHa ¥ YOPaHCTBO KOMHATBHI, Tie TTPOUCXOIIo ferictBrue. OHO He
MOXO/IVJIO Ha JIEPEBEHCKYI0 OOCTAaHOBKY B €€ MPEICTaBICHUN. 3aKJIeeHHbIE 000SIMU CTeHBI, 3aHABECKU
Ha OKHaX, TaXepKa ¢ KHUIaMHU, TOpojicKasi MeOeslb M Jake OOJIBIION paJuONPUEMHUK — BCE 3TO
nopsiikoM yauBwiio [etyxoBy. CTapuk 3aMeTI ee B3IJISI.

— Yto ynunserbesa? — OH XUXUKHYL. — A modemy Obl HeT? BbI, ropojickue, qymaere, 9YTo Mbl
TYT B XJIEBY )KMBeM? 3HAUUT, TIOCITYKUTh MHE XO4elllb? — CMEeHII OH Temy. — Hy 4uro %... Yroauiib
— He noxaseenib. Bugena Bo qeope ko3y? [oinu nogou ee.

— Jla He ymeIo s1, 6aTIoNIKa, — PO ceOs1 OHa pelvia Ha3bIBaTh €r0 MMEHHO TaK.

— Yro ThI 3ataguiia: OGaTionika jia 6arorika! «He ymero!» — nepeapasHut OH. — A Thl Y4IHCh!

[eryxoBa BhIIIUIA U3 JOMA, YIUBIAACH PO ceOsl CTPAaHHOMY Hadaly 3HAKOMCTBA C BEJTUKUM
KoyryHOM. MoxeT, emy 6aTpauka HyxHa? C BBICIIUM 0Opa30BaHUEM. ..

Ona HepermmTeIbHO MpUOIM3IIach K ko3e. C kakoro xe 0oka K Heil moaxonsat? Ko3a Hemura-
I0II[e CMOTpeJIa Ha Hee OOJIBIITMMU KEJITHIMU TJIa3aMHU.

— Kak xe 1ebs qouth? — MalmmHaJILHO poMosiBiia BanentuHa CepreeBHa.

— V-Me-e-toun! — BApyr mpoodiesiia Ko3a.

— Batomku! — Bubnmotekapiia ¢ ucnyry cena Ha 3emunio. Ko3a Bce Tak ke paBHOIYITHO TPO-
J0JDKala CMOTpPETh Ha Hee.

— Tl 4TO, TOBOPUTH YMEEIIIh? — OCTOPOKHO CITPOCHJIA OHA.

— YV-Mee-10, — pa3anoch B OTBET.

— Kro xe Te6s Hayuwmn?

— Omn, 3-Mee-i1, ¥ Hay4YWJI, — K032 KUBHYJIA OAIIIKOM Ha JIOM.

«X035IMHa 3MeeM HasbIBaeT. ..» — nogymaia Ileryxosa.

— He mo6umipb ero? — 3a/1a1a OHa HOBBIM BOIIPOC.

Ko3za npomosyana.

Banentnna CepreeBHa ¢ TpyIOM Bepuiia poucxosieMy. [1ononTs 0ObIYHYI0 KO3y OHA ellle
noreiTaack 66, Ho roBopsiyo? Yeonbre!

«MHTepecHo, — BAPYT MogyMasia OHa, — 2 KAKOB YPOBEHb 3HAHHI Y 9TOTO KUBOTHOTO 7>

— A CKOJNBKO OyZIeT JBaK/bl ABa? — BKPATIMBO CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

Koza HekoTopoe BpeMst MoiTda cMoTpesia Ha Hee. BanenTrHa CepreeBHa yke pelvia, 9to He
JOXeTCs OTBeTa.

BHe3arnHo Ko3a u3pekJia:

— He c-mee-11u mee-Hs1, 0 cmee-pTy nogymaii!

Kyna ona nonana! Bexatsb orciona 6e3 ornsaku. Ho Horn camu TsiHY M ee B I0M.

— Hy uro? — cnpocun crapuuok. — ITononmna?

BanentnHa CepreeBHa BHE3allHO BCIIOMHMJIA CKa3Ky, TJie TEPOMHE IMPEIaraioT UCTIOIHUTD
HEBBITIOJTHUMBIE TTPUKA3aHUSI, U 3aCMesIach.

Crapuiok, Ka3ajoch, ObUT 00ecKypaxkeH Takol peakieid. OH yAMBICHHO YCTABUJICS.

— TbI yero? — cupoCcuJI OH.

— Ko3za y Bac cmemnas, — nosgcauia Ileryxosa.

— A... — ycriokousicst AcMofielt. — A 51 AymaJt, Thl HAJIO MHOUM CMEeIIbCs.

— Kak MoOxHO... — moutuTesibHO mpoimenTania [letyxosa.
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B 310 BpemMsi B KOMHaTy BOIIUIa BBICOKAsi TEMHOBOJIOCASI XKEHIIMHA CPeIHUX JieT. BanenTuHa
CepreeBHa MeJIbKOM IJISTHYJIa Ha Hee U C YIUBJICHMEM 3aMeTHJIa, YTO IJla3a y JKeHIIMHBI TaKHe e
OOoMbIIINE, TPO3PAYHBIE U KEJThIE, KaK y AaBEIIHEel KO3bI.

— Bor noxasioBana K HaM rocTtbsi, — MMOSICHIJI CTapUK, KUBHYB Ha [leTyxoBy.

— [la Bugena yxe, — paBHOIYIIIHO OTBETHJIA JKEHIIMHA, — Tymnas Kakas-To... Ha ko yept oHa
HaM c/1ajach?

— Hy, ny, I'nachupa. .. — npuMupuTeIbHO CKa3all CTapHK.

— Dt10 oHa y 6abku ['anbl kuna? — [macdupa npucranpbHo B3MIssHyna Ha [letyxoBy. — [Totom
10 KJIaAOMIIy ImacTania. .. [opoackas! — mpe3puTenbHO Mpor3Hecia oHa. — B yka Obl ee IpeBpaTUTh
WM B KPBICY.

«Oi1, oi1, — noxonozena [leryxoBa, — Takasi IpeBpaTUT, B CaMOE JIOTOBO OMAaJIax».

KennmHa Mexy TeM MOJONUIA K NMPUEMHHUKY M BKJIOUMJIA €ro. 3a3Bydasa KJlacCHuecKas
MeJIOfIuSI.

— 3Haelb, 4To 3T0? — CTAPUK KUBHYJ Ha TPUEMHHUK.

— Mycoprckuid, mo-moemy, «PaccBer Ha MockBe-peke», — HeyBepeHHO ckasaia [leryxosa.

— IMpaBunbHo, Mycoprckuii! Xopommii kommnosutop! — CTapuk ogoOpUTENbHO KPAKHYIL. —
Kaxkue Bemu nucan — 6aba-sira, KUKUMOpA. . .

— Kukumopy s Buiena HegaBHO, — HEOKUAAHHO cKaszasa [macdupa, — coBcem crapa crana. B
60JI0Te STOM HEMYJPEHO C yMa CBUXHYTbcsl. Kpyrom Besikast ragocts muiaBaet. ['oBoput mue: «Thl,
MUJIOUKA, BCEX ka0 y MeHs nepenoBmiax». 1o S-1o muiodka! XKab eit sxanko. OHa n1ymaer, MHe
MIPUATHO ka0 3THX JIOBUTH J1a MoTpomuTh. Eciu Ob1 He 7KaOuii kKameHsb. ..

— Hy n nanuia 1ot 7Kabwuii KamMeHb? — ¢ JTIOOOTBITCTBOM CITPOCHJI CTapuK. — AW, aif, AcMofe-
IONIKO, — 3acMestiach [ magupa, — Oyaro Tol He 3Haennb. Wiy nokynosa. 51 mymaio, — 3alyM4YHBO Mpo-
M3HECNIa OHa, — Y KUKUMOPbI TOYHO OH €CTb.

— Tak monpocua Osbl.

— Ara, 1acT, KaK Xe. ..

CrpaHHble, OTHaKO, ObUTH pa3roBopsl. [leTyxoBa ciymana BCio 3Ty rajIMMaThIo U C yIUBJICHUEM
JIOBUJIa ce0s1 Ha MBICITH, YTO TOXE XOUeT BKJIIOUUTHLCS B Oecesy.

— A 410 32 Kabuit kameHb? — poOKO CITPOCHIIa OHA.

I'macdpupa peIpKHYIa U HE YAIOCTOMIIA JTIOOOMBITHYIO OMOIMOTEKAPIITY OTBETOM.

3ato AcMojielt Ype3BBIYaiiHO JTI00E3HO Haval OOBSACHST:

— Ouenb nosie3Has Berb. JIloOo# a1 00e3BpeauTh MokeT. CKaxkeM, Thelllb Thl OTPABJICHHOE
BMHO — Opoch B KyOok Kabuii kKameHb U 1ieil cede CriokoiHo. ToNbKO He B Kak/I0M kabe OH eCTh,
['macdupa BOH CKOJIBKO HEUMCTH TOW M3BEJa, a BCE HE HAIILIA.

— A moxer, Hanuia! — 3ananpuuBo npousHecia [madupa.

— XopoI1o, Mbl TPOBEPUM, — KPOTKO IMPOMOJIBIJI CTapHK. — OHAKO Hallla FTOCTBIONIKA B HEJ0-
YMEHUH, 3a4eM MBI ee MO3BAIU. A 3aTeM, JJaCTOUKA ThI Hallla, YTOOBI TOCBATUTH TEOSI.

I'macpupa cHOBa (PBIPKHYJIA, HO IPOMOITYATIA.

AcMozieit TJIsTHY/T Ha Hee UCTIONJIO0bs], I71a3a ero MPeBpaTUIMCh B OTHEHHBIE YTOJIbSI.

— Ts1, 6ab0HBKA, — BKPAIUYMBO CKa3aJl OH, — MHOTO ceOe TIO3BOJISATh CTaa.

Ta Kak-To ChekKUIACh U JJACKOBO, YCIIOKAWBAIOIIE MPOU3HECa:

— ACMOJIEIONIKO, HE CepAMCh Ha TIIyIyio 6ady, BCe OT CKYIOCTH yMa. ..

— JlagHo, THI He ciymaii ee, — obparwuiics kK [leryxoBoii crapuk. — [Tocuau u mocmyimai. Ter,
KOHEYHO, IVIsIAS HA HAC, HeJJOyMeBaelllb: KTO Mbl, UYTO MBI, HY M TaK Jajee. ..

Banentuna CepreeBHa KMBHYJA, XOTs M TIPEACTABIISIIA, KTO TIepe] HEel.

— MBb1, KOHEUHO, IEPCOHBI HETTPUMETHBIE, OJJHAKO JPYTUX XOPOIIo 3ameyaeM. BoT 1ebs1, Harpu-
Mep, JaBHO puMeTHiIn. MHoroe o Tebe 3HaeM. U oueHb yx Thl HaM MoHpaBmwiack. Tem Gosee 4To
OJIHOTO THI C HAMH KOPHSI.

— To ectb? — He nousina [Neryxosa.
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— Hy kak ke, sactouka, polocjIOBHOM cBOoell He 3Haeb. [len-to tBoH, IleryxoB I'puropuit
CeMeHOBUY, BeIb OH U3 HAIIUX OBLI.

— He moxeT ObITh! — iomanack Briepe Banentrna CepreeBHa.

— MoxeT, MOXeT, Thl YK TMOBEepb CTapuKy. KOHEUHO, OH B ropojie CIIyKujl, YUHOBHUKOM OBLI,
910 BepHO. HO ¢ Hamm CBsI3b He Tepsil, Hae3xkas, OblBaIo, ciofa, B JluxomeeBky. S Torga momosnoxe
ObLJI, HO TIOMHIO €r0 XOpOIIO. A yX Tpajenpl, Mpanpajaeas TBOM BOOOIe oTciofa poaom. Mesxkiy
MIPOYMM, MBI C TOOOH JTaJIbHUE POACTBEHHUKH. Tak dToO. ..

Crapuk 3aMoi4aji, BHUMATEIbHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha Hee.

— JlestHUs1 TBOM BeCbMa HaM IO HpaBy NMpUIILTHCh. KpoBb-TO, OHa ceOst JaeT 3HaTh.

— Bbl Ha uTO Hamekaete? — cripocuia [leryxoBa.

— Kak Ha uto? A ¢ penurueii Kak JIOBKO Thl 6operbesi? He 6e3 TBoero yuactusi Bce ropofcKue
LIEPKBU 3aKPbLIH.

— D70 He 4 3aKpblBaJla, 3TO BJIACTb 3aKpbIBaJIa!

— IpaBwibHO, BIACTh, HO C TBOEH, MIJIasA, oMo, Tak uto cracn6o! — Ctapuk BCTal u
MOKJIOHWJICA eil. — [IpuxonuTcsi, KOHeYHO, TeOsl OMPaBIsATh, TOATATKMBATH HA UCTUHHYIO JIOPOXKY.
Ha kyanuie Tel Bujena, Ha 4YTO Mbl CIIOCOOHBI, 1a M TIOTOM, s AyMmaio, yoeaunack. K apXuBHOi
KpbIce 3Tol — 3a0anyeBy npuoexana, a s TyT Kak TYT.

Banentuna CepreeBHa BApYI C yXkacoM 3aMeTWJIa, Kak JIMIO CTapuKa Hayajlo MEHSThCS —
CJIOBHO TIO OTPaKEHHIO B BOJIE TOIILIA MeJIKast psiob. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO CeKyHI Iiepe] Hell cuzen 3ada-
JIyeB.

— Hy kax, moxox? — cipocu oH.

Banentuna CepreeBHa rotoBa Oblia MOKJISICTBCSI, UTO MOXO0X JI0 MeJbyaiiiei yeprouku. [aza
BOT TOJIBKO. ..

JIuiio craprka cHOBa CTajlo MPEXHUM.

— Jla, — mpoposkan oH, — Win 3ToT MuTs. [laBHO OH y Hac nornepek Aoporu ctout. [lepbiii
pa3 He B CBOE JeJIo 3aje3, Terepb CHOBA Moj Horamu mytaercs. Hy Huuero, Hago aymartb, Oosbiie
He nomeraer. A ¢ MaJTlOTKON 3TUM JIOBKO Kak MOIy4nIoch. — CTapuK XUXUKHYJ OT YIOBOJIbCTBUS.
BHesarHo Ha ero Mecte okazascsi 3HakoMblii Banentune CepreeBHe peOeHOK.

— Mama, mama, — kaoOHO 3aXHBIKAJI OH, — KaK s JOJTO TeOst KA. ..

Banentuna CepreeBHa cxBaTwiiach 3a Cepiue.

— XBarut! — rpoMKO KpUKHYJa oHa. — [lepectanbTe MeHsI My4YMTh !

— CnaboBara oHa, Acmopielt, — cka3ana Bapyr [madwmpa, cuaeBmas Momda, — KaJOCTIUBAs
OOJTBHO.

— 3amomyn! — NpUKPUKHYJ Ha Hee peOeHOK. OH He TOPOIUIICS IPUHUMATh TIPEXHUIA OOJIHK.
Cupien Ha ctysne, 60aTaN He OCTAIOIIMMU JI0 TIOJTy HOraMU M XUTPO cMOTpel Ha [1eTyxoBy.

— la, MaMOUKa, a XOuelllb, KaXyI0 HOUb SIBISITHCS Oyay?

IleryxoBa 3acToHana.

— Hy nagno. — K crapuky onsth BepHYyJICS IpexXHUI 00mMK. — Thl, JacTouka, He OOMKaiics,
TaK JIsI JieJla HaJl0: IOMYYHTh TeOsl MalocTh. YTO MHE MOHPABIJIOCH, UTO THI C YUE€HBIM TUM MO3Ha-
KOMMJIach. Bola k Hemy B 1oBepue. BoT 310 mosie3Ho.

[leryxoBa noxonopnena.

— Irtot npodeccop CtpyMc Ham MelaeT. YeaoBek OH HENpPOCTOM, TOXKE, MOKHO CKa3aTh, U3
Hamux. Koe-uro ymeer, TyT criopy HeT. YOpath ero He yoepellb — He Ta (purypa, 1a u cede JI10poxe
OyneT, OMHAKO OTBAAUTH OT HAIIMX MeCT HagoOHO. Hazeroch, Thl HAM B 3TOM MOAMOTHEIIIb.

Ho rnaBHOe He B 3TO# MoITKape, a B Tebe camoit. [Topa BepHyThCs K Ham. Hayunm koe-uemy,
He roskaseensb. Bce umerts Oyzienib. A riaBHOe — BiacTb. UYto Tede monu! Bykamiku fa Tapakamiki. . .
A wmbl... Bon I'machupa xoth 1 1ypa, a KO-4ero Mo)eT, He TOJIbKO KO30i 000paunBaThCsl.
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B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHaTe OSIBUIIUCH JIBA HOBBIX Y€JIOBEKA: IOBOJILHO cTapast, 6e300pa3Ho TOJI-
cTasi KeHIIMHA ¥ OYeHb KPACHBasi MOJIOJMIIA C PYMSIHBIM JIMLIOM, JIbHSIHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH U TOTyOBIMU
r1azamu, OyITo colleamasi ¢ JiyOouHol KapTuHKU. OHY ¢ MHTepecoM ocMoTpesu Ha IletyxoBy.

— Bort oHa, romyOymika Hamia, — cTapuk KUBHYJ Ha [leryxoBy. KeHIIMHBI MOTYa TIOKJIOHU-
muck. — Cerogns Oynem ee mocBsniath. Harorure GaHbKy, IPUTOTOBBTE BCE, UTO HYKHO. A ThI,
JIACTOYKA, NEPEeIOXHU MOKYH0BA.

— Tak B koro xe Bbl MeHsI ocBsaTh Oyznere? — [leTyxoBa HeNOHMMAIOIIE BO33pHIIach Ha ACMO-
aesl.

— AJb THI erne He noHsuia? BeapMoi, Muitas, Mbl TeOS CAETAEM.

— Kakas u3 Hee Beipma, — 3acomueBasiach [ acpupa. — OHa TOJIbKO MyXOMOPBI COOMPATh yMeeT.

— MyXOMOpBI TOXE MPUTOISATCS, — HACTABUTEIbHO M3PEK CTapUK. — A BBINEH-Ka MOKa BOT
3TOTO, — OH MPOTsAHYJ [1eTyX0BOW IMIMHSHYIO KPYKEUKy C KAKMM-TO HAIIUTKOM, — U UJIU OT/ABbIXaH.

Banentuna CepreeBHa Momya B3siia KpY:KKY ¥ OTIHJIA [TIOTOK. DTO ObUT HACTOM KAKUX-TO TPAB,
TOPbKUI Ha BKYC, HO TEM HEe MeHee NpUsATHBII. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KakK M0 TeJly Pa3jJuBaeTCs rops-
yasi BOJIHA, roJIoBa cJlerka 3aKpyKujiach, HO CTaJlo JIETKO U BECEJIO.

— OtBenu ee, Bepka, — ckazan cTapuk.

Monoaunia monua B3siia Banentuny CepreeBHy 3a pyKy U Kyga-to nosena. Janbueitee [ety-
XOBa MOMHMJIA TUI0X0. OHa OKa3aiach Ha KaKOW-TO MATKOM KYIIeTKe 1 OaxkeHHO 3acHy/1a. CKOJBKO
OHa IMpocriaia, cKa3arh TpyAHO. B koMHaTte ObIO TEMHO U AylIHOBaTO. HeoXMIaHHO KTO-TO BOIIEI.
10 ObUIA BCE Ta K€ MOJIOAAsH KEHIIMHA.

— IToiigem, — cka3zajia OHa THXO.

— Kyna? — ucniyranso cripocuia Ileryxosa.

— He 6oiicsa. — OHa cHOBa B3sJ1a €€ 3a PyKYy U TMoBeJa Mo KakuM-To kKopuaopam. OHM BHIIUTA
Ha YJIMIly U HallpaBWJIMCh K HU3EHBKOMY Capaio.

bans, nonsuia IeryxoBa.

W3 TpyOBl KypWiIcsl JIETKUN IBIMOK, MAaxXJo MpebiMyA Oepe30BbIMUA BEHUKAMM, CJIOBOM, OaHs
Kak OaHsl.

[eryxoBa Obuta 6e3ydacTHO paBHOAYIIHA. TO JIM pa3yM, MPECHIICHHBIN YyIecaMU, OTKa3bl-
BaJICsl UX OOJIbIIIE BOCHIPUHUMATh, TO JIM TO OBUIO AEWCTBHE AaBelrHero Hanmutka. OHU BOILIA B
MIPOCTOPHBIN MpeadaHHuK. Tam ObUIO TyCTO.

— Paznenaiics, — cka3ana Bepka, — 3axonu B 0aHIO W X[IH.

Cama oHa BbIIILIA.

IleryxoBa HexoTs pa3nenach.

BaHsi okazanach CHJIBHO HaTOIUIEHHOH. BO3ayx ObLT CyXOM M pacKaJeHHBIH, M OHA TYT ke
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK Karuly 10Ta 3aCTPyWJIKCh I10 JIULLY U Tely. Bpulo MoYTH TEMHO, TOJIKO B YTOJIKE
TEIJIWJICS] KPOXOTHBI orapoyek. B HepemmTebHOCTH OHa MpHceia Ha CKaMblo U CTajla KJath.

[Nocnpimanucy YpK-TO 1IArk, MpUITTylIEHHble ronoca. Bomm Tpoe. Banentuna CepreeBHa
OIpejieNIuIIa TO 10 CBeYaM, FOpeBIUM B pyKax Bomeqmux. Crano ceemiee. Bee Tpoe Obln eii 3Ha-
koMmbl: [tacupa, Toncras crapyxa u Bepka. CBeun ObUIHM TOJICTBIE, U3 3€JIEHOTO BOCKA, HAIogooue
TeX, KoTtopbie Obutn y CTpymca.

— B nmoneps! 6ynem npuHuMarh! — xoxotHyna ['macgupa.

— Ipm! — 3ammnena Toncryxa. — lyTouky BCe UIyTHIIb.

— A uto0, Heb34?

Ta Huvero He oTBeTUIA, NojgonUIa K [1eTyxoBoii 1 HEOKHMJAHHO JTACKOBO MOIIPOCHJIA:

— Jloxuck, munas. OHa ykazaia Ha IIUPOKYI0 CKaMblO, CTOSIBIITYIO TIOCper OaHM.

Banentnna CepreeBHa OeCpeKOCIOBHO MOAYMHUIIACK, JIEINA, YYBCTBYS CIIMHON AEPEBO, U
MojiyMaJia, uTo elle MperoJHeceT el cynp0a U JII0OOBb K MPUKTIOUSHHSM.

Me:xay Tem 3aXIJIM Kakue-TO TpaBbl. baHsl HanonHMIach CTpaHHBIMU 3arnaxamu. [leryxoBoit
MOYYAMJICS apOMAT TMOJIbIHYU, KOPHIIB, CIofa ke MPUMEITNBAJICS Clalblif, HO TOITHOTBOPHBIM 3amax
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NaJIeHoW KOCTH Wi mepcTy. [1axyo erie yemM-To He3HaKOMbIM, HO TpusiTHbIM. Banentune Cepre-
eBHE [M0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BO3/1yX BHYTpH OAaHU MPHUHSLIT MOJIOYHBIN IIBET U BPOJie ObI CJIerKa 3aCBETHJICS.
JKeHIMHBI MOTYa CHOBAJIM BOKPYT, YTO-TO TOTOBMIIM. OHa kJaJia, 3aKpbIB I71a3a.

K Hell mpuKOCHYIHMCh OCTOPOXHBIE PYKH, OHAa OTKpBUIA I71a3a U pa3induiia MOJonyio Bepky.
Ta crayia HaTUPaTh ee TeJIo KaKoi-To Masbio. Jlenana oHa 3TO JIOBKO M OUYeHb OCTOPOKHO.

BuesarmHo Banentuna CepreeBHa MOYyBCTBOBajia HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO JIETKOCTh. Teno crano
HEBECOMBIM, Ka3aJI0Ch, OHA CeUac OTOPBETCS OT CKOJIBb3KOM JIaBKU ¥ IOMHUMETCSI B BO3yX. ['onoBa
HAITOJTHUJIACh JIETKUM HEKHBIM 3BOHOM. OHa MOMbITAJIACh TPUTIOAHSTHCS.

— Jlesxu, nexu, — ycpliaa MmoBeUTebHbIA ToJI0C.

Bce Tpu eHIMHBI CTOsUN psijioM ¢ Hell. VIX moTHbIe Tesa MoOecKMBaIv B CBETE CBeUeH, pac-
MYIIEHHBIE BOJIOCHI CTPYHJIUCH T10 TUIeYaM, JIMIA Ka3aJich YepHBIMUA MAaCKaMU.

BuezanHo onu Thxo 3arenu. [lecHs moka3zanack [letyxoBoit 3Hakomoi. Heuto nomo6Hoe oHa
crablnana Ha knaaouiie. CiaoBa ObUIM HETIOHATHBIE, BEPHEE, BHICKAKMBAJIO TO OJTHO, TO APYTroe 3HAKO-
MOe€ CJIOBO, HO CBSI3aTh MX B €IMHBIN TEKCT OHa He MorJia. [TecHs Obula MPOTSKHASA, HO HE KaJIOOHas,
a ckopee aukas. HanomuHana oHa He TO 3aBbIBaHKE BOJIKOB B JIECY, HE TO TUIay 1O MOKOWHUKY.

B sty Munyty B 6aHio Bomien crapuk. OH ObLT OZIET BO YTO-TO YepHOE U JAJMHHOE, BCTAJ IO
APYTYIO CTOPOHY CKaMBbH.

[enue ycwmmioch. JKeHIIMHBI yrajy HAa KOJEHW W HAYald WCCTYIUIEHHO pPacKavuMBaThCS,
roJIoca UX CTaji COBCEM AUKHUMHU.

Crapuk uto-To KpukHyiI. [TecHst obopBanack. Ctosuia TuimmHa. Tosbko rae-To B OaHHOM 1yXoTe
cKpunen cBepyok. [louemy-To OT ero MenoAnYHOro cKpuma Ha ayire [leTyXxoBou crano moserye.
Hakonery crapuk 3aroBopuit. Eif crano sicHO, 4TO OH MPOM3HOCUT Kakoe-TO 3aKJIuHaHue. [{peBHue
TIOJTYTIOHSITHBIE CJIOBA, KaK I'BO3/M, BIMBAIMCh B CO3HAHME. 3aryCTeBIIHMIA BO3AYX KPYXHWJ TOJIOBY,
niepe] I1a3aMu IUISICATIM KaKUe-TO OTHEHHBIE TOUKH.

B pykax y crapuka 4to-TO TpembIXajJoch. Pa3iancs HEMpUATHBINA CKPEKEIIYINA 3BYK, U Ha
Banentuny CepreeBHy XJIbIHYJIa CTPYSI ropstueid KuaKocTH. OHa MOMbITaNIaCh BCKOYUTb, HO KEHIIMHBI
KPEerKo Npukaiy ee K ckambe. CTaprk OpOCHII el Ha TPyAb YTO-TO Msrkoe U Teruioe. Kak roHsiia
Banentnna CepreeBHa, 310 ObUIa TOJBKO YTO 3ape3aHHasi KypuIla, ee TylIKa MpoJoiikKaia OUThCs,
u Banentnna CepreeBHa UCIIbITaIa HEBbIpa3MMOe OTBpallieHue. Teras cTpys, XJIbIHYBIIAas Ha Hee,
OblJ1a, KOHEYHO, KYPUHOH KPOBBIO. JKEHIIMHBI CTalM pa3MasbiBaTh ee 10 Tely, Ma3aTh ceOe JIuIa U
pyku. [leryxoBa Bckoumiia co ckambu. C HEll MpOU30IILII0 CTpaHHOE MpeBpaiiieHre. OHa MoYyBCTBO-
Bajia ce0s1 COBepIIieHHO Apyroi. Tesmo nepernoHsiiia )Ku3Hb, Kak OyATO eif CHOBa ObIJIO BOCEMHA/IIIATh
JIeT.

Eit cynymu B pyku koBil. OHa oTxJ1eOHyJa, OYYBCTBOBAIA 3HAKOMBIN BKYC M CHeJajia ele
O0MBIIIOM TT0TOK. UTO-TO Ccityumiock co 3peHreM. OHa MpeKpacHo Bce BHUENA, Kak OyATo Ha JBOpe
Obl1a HE HOUb, a JIeHb. [lepe Hell KPYKWIMCh Harue Tesia, U OHa cama KpPYKUJIaCh BMECTE C HUMM.
Bce BbICKOUMIIM Ha yJIdILy.

OrpomHas skeirtasi JJyHa BUCesa MpsMO Haj HUMH. [leTyxoBa MOANpPHIrHYJIa OT BOCTOpra M
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KK MOBUC/A B Bo3yxe. OHa BOCIIPUHSIA 3TO KaK JOJIKHOE.

— A 4TO, IEBKH, HE CJIeTaTh JIM HaM Ha KJjiagouine? — npeiokui crapuk. C BUSTOM M XOXOTOM
B3MBLTA OHH B BO3[IyX U MIOHECIIMCh HaJl TEMHBIM JiecoM. Bripouem, 11st [letyxoBoii Jiec He ObLT TeM-
HBIM, OHa BUjIeJIa KQKAYI0 TPABUHKY, KaX[plid rpu0, Oojiee TOro, OHa BUEIa U YTO HAXOAUTCS O
3emJiell. BoH KpOoT MUPHO CITUT B CBOE HOPE, & BOH I0/] BRIBOPOUYEHHBIM ITHEM CBEPHYJIACH Ta/II0Ka.
B onHOM MecTe eil mouyauiioch KpacHOe CBEUEHHE, MPUTJISIEBIINChH, OHA YBHEAa KaKOW-TO KOTEJ.

— Y10 3T0? — CIipocuIia OHA Y JIETEBILETO PSIOM CTApUKa M yKa3ajia Ha HEeTIOHSTHOE.

— Kian, HaBepHOE, — PaBHOLYIITHO OTBETWII OH. — TyT 110 JilecaM MX MHOTO 3aKonaHo. Jleca atu
CTapUHHBIE, Pa30ONHUYBY.

[Nonnerenu k ctapomy KJIaaouILy, MeAJIEHHO OIyCTUIINCH Ha 3emitio. Han ux ronoBamu 3akpy-
KUJIaCh CTallKa Pa3HOLIBETHBIX OroHbKOB. Kak 0abouku, repenapxuBald OHM C MecTa Ha MecCTO.

69



A. T. ArteeB. «CoiHIle MEPTBBIX»

CrnyTHUKY ee yBEepeHHO UM MeXIy HaarpoOuid. Banentuna CepreeBHa efBa ycrieBasia 3a HUMH.
Bce eii O6bu10 MHTEpEecHO. Terneps OHa MOTIJIa BUJETh HE TOJIBKO MAMSTHUKY, HO U T€X, KTO JIEKaJ IO
Humu. K ee ynuBnenuto, 3to 6sutn He KocTu. OHa pasnuyaia 4epTsl Juil, ofexay. [IpaBaa, Bce oHM
Ka3aJIMCh 3bI0OKMMU U PaCIUIBIBYATHIMHU, HO TO ObLIM peasibHble Moau. OT HEKOTOPBIX HUIO c1adoe
CBEUYEHHEe, M OHA MOJyMaJlia, YTO, BUJMMO, 3TO Te caMmble OMOPOOOTHI, O KOTOPHIX i pacCKa3bIBall
nipocpeccop.

Hakomery ee ciyTHUKY OCTaHOBUJIMCh y KaKOW-TO MOTHJIBL.

Banentnna CepreeBHa XOpOIIO pa3IMymiIa YepThI JIMI[A HEMOJIOIOTO YeIOBEKa, B CTAPUHHOM
BOCHHOU (popMme JiexkaBIIero B rpooy.

W Tyt noBTOpHIack LiepeMOHHMSI, CBHETENIEM KOTOPOM OHA OKa3aiach B CBOE MEpBOE Mocellie-
HUE KJIag0uma.

JKeHIMHBI BCTAJIM B PsAI M 3aTSHYJIM KaKylo-TO YHBUTYI0 Mesonuio. Heoxumanuo st ceds
[NetyxoBa TOXe MPUCOEANHIIACH K HUM M CTajla HeyBEpPEeHHO noArneBarh. CTapuK MEXIy TeM 3aKer
KOCTep 1 OpOCHJI TyAa TOPCTh KAKOTO-TO TIOPOIIKA. 3eJIeHbIi CToN0 cBeTa B3METHYJICS HaJl KJ1ag0u-
IIEM.

Banentnna CepreeBHa yBujena, 4To MEPTBBIA B rpo0y 3arieBenics. Pyku ero norsHy/mch
BBEpX, OH CJIeJIaJl YCUJIHE, TIOTOM ellle OTHO M CTaJl BHIOMpaThcsl U3 rpoda. Eii OblI0 He TONBKO He
XKYTKO, a, HATPOTUB, OUEHb MHTEPECHO.

Hakoner 3ammeBenuiach 3eMJIs1, ¥ HaJl MOTUJIbHBIM XOJIMUKOM TTOKa3aJiach CHavasIa OJJHa pyKa,
a 3a Heii apyras. [losBunachk ronosa. M ckopo YesoBek yxke CTOsul y COOCTBEHHOTO MaMSITHUKA.

— 310poB0O, Maiiop! — rpyboBaTo MPUBETCTBOBAJ €T0O CTAPUK.

ToT monbiTajaCcs BCTATh MO CTOMKE «CMUPHO», HO Y HEr0 HMYEro HE MONYUYMIOCh. [IBUKEHHUS
€ro HarlOMHWHAJIM BVKEHHUSI MAPUOHETKU, KOTOPYIO AEPraioT 32 HUTOUKHU.

— Tbl MHE HYXeH, — IPOAOJIKaJl cTapuK. — CTymaii B A6pEBHIO, YTOOBI JI0 paccBeTa ObLT y MEHSI.

Tpyn MOKOPHO 3aKOBBUISLI, HE pa30upast JOPOTrU, HATHIKASICh HA OTPaIbl M MAMSITHUKY.

— KoopnuHanyst qBrkeHHid HapyllleHa, — 33[yMUlBO CKa3aJl CTapyK, — AaBHO He BcTaBal. Ho
BCE PAaBHO, K YTPY JIOKOBBLISIET.

BripakeHue «koopauHaIMs ABMKEHUI HapyIeHa» notpscio [leryxoBy Gosibliie Bcero BUICH-
Horo. Ha 3ToMm 3Kckypcust Oblta 3akoH4eHa. Heuncras cuia, CBUCTS M THKasi, TojieTesa 0OpaTHO.

Co3HaHue Haiel reporHu Kak Obl pa3aBomsiock. C OIHOW CTOPOHBI, BCE MPOUCXOASINEE OHA
BOCIIPMHMMAJIA Kak JoybkHoe. [IpeBpariieHns Ka3aarch eCTeCTBEHHBIME U MTPUBBIYHBIMEU. Ho npyras
YacTb CO3HAHMS OTKA3bIBAIACh BEPUTD B 9TU uyeca. [JoJKHO ObITh, TOTOMY TOJIOBA Y HEE CTPAIITHO
6onena. Ee cyTHIKaM MOI0OHOE COCTOSTHUE, BUAMMO, OBUIO XOPOIIIO 3HaKOMO. Koria oHM BepHYHChH
BO JIBOP U 3aIIUIM B Ty ke 0aHIo, il MOJIYa CYHY/IM B PyKH KOBII C IABEITHUM HAITUTKOM.

Kogi norren o Kpyry, U CKOpo BCe MOBECeelIH.

— Tenepb 1 TOMBITBCS HE MEIIAET, — BECeJIo cKa3al cTapuk. — [longaii-ka napy, ['acdupa.

W cHoBa Hactynuiio ytpo. IIpochHynack IleryxoBa Bece Ha Toil e KyILIETOUKE, Ky/a MOJI0KUIIA
ee 3a0o0THBasi Mosonuiia. [IpocHynack 1 cpazy BCHOMHMIIA CBOM HOUHBIE MPUKJII0YeHHS. [la ObL10 1
910? OHa NOTAHYJMIACk, OIMIsAHYIach. CKBO3b OKHO, 3aKPBHITOE CTABHSIMU, MPOOMBAIIUCH JTyYH cBeTa. B
MOJIyMpaKe pa3induiia, YTo psAA0M, Ha KAKOM-TO TMBaHYMKE, aKKYPATHO CJIOXeHa ee ofexaa. Beko-
YKJa, cTajla TOPOIUIMBO ofeBaThesl. Korna HaseBasia 100Ky, Halymnana B TOsiCe YTO-TO TBEPAOE.

«Kpecruk!» — Bcnomamia ona. OH ObUI ClIpATaH B IOTaHOM KapMaHuKKe. OCTOPOKHO BBITSI-
HyJIa [ETIOYKY, B3s/Ia KPECTHK B PYKH W BIPYT BCKpPUKHY/A OT O60mu. Kpectuk oOxer pyky, Oyaro
ObLT pacKasieHHbIH. OHa 3aCyHyJIa ero CHoBa B KAPMaHYMK U BBIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI.

310 ObLT CTpaHHbI J0M. CHapYK¥ COBCEM HeOOJbIION, BHYTPH OH ObLI MOJIOH KAKUX-TO 3aKO-
YJIKOB, KOPUAOPOB, KOMHaTyIeK. Co31aBajioch BIeYaTJIEHHE, YTO OH HA CAaMOM JieJie 3HAUYUTEIILHO
OOJIBLIIE, YEM KAKETCH.
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Banentnna CepreeBHa HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl IUIyTasa 10 STOMY JAOMPHUHTY, HAKOHEI[ BHIIUIA B
3HaKoMyto KoMHaty. Ctapuk AcMozeit Ot 31ech onuH. OH Urpaj caMm ¢ coOOM B IaXMaThl. YBUJIEB
[etyxoBy, OH paJOCTHO 3ayJbIOaJICS.

— Hy kak cnana? Ilocie 3Tux KyBBIpKaHHiA, HAIO JyMarth, ciagko. M to xopomo. Hy kak TeGe
BegbpMoli? EcTh B 9TOM HeuTo, mekouyiiee Booopakenue. He mpasna mi? Tem Oosee B Hallle CBEpX-
palMoHaIBHOE BpEMs.

Banentnna CepreeBHa B Kakoil yK pa3 oOpaTuia BHUMAaHUE HA pedb CTAPUKA: TO OH BbIpa-
XKaJICs MO-TIPOCTOHAPOJHOMY, TO TOBOPHJI HAPOUMTO KHMKHBIM s13bIKOM. Her, HerpocT Obl1 cTapu-
YOK, HeTpocT!

— Ha, — npopomxan AcMozield, — Kak roBOpuJM apeBHue: «O BpeMmeHa, 0 HpaBbl». Hukakoro
HBIHYE [TOYTEHUS K HallleMy JIpeBHeMY IlJieMeHHU. Bpoze u HeT Hac. ['a3eTsl moumnTaes: CrijIomHoOu
MarepuanusMm. [Tokopsor npupony, He KIyT OT HaC MUJIOCTH, 3aMeTh. Ha 3emiie TecHo craso, cryT-
HUK 3armycKaioT. .. Ho MbI-TO ecTb! B Obljible BpeMeHa Toxe, KOHEUHO, He O0JIbHO Hac xkajtoBaii. He
MoOWIIM, Yero yK ckpbiBath. W Tormwm, u xru. .. Ho 6ostmcs! [la u cuntamich ¢ Hamu. BoH napb-
Oatomka Asiekcanap II. Ha uTo yxk mpocBelieHHbIi rocyaaps OblI. A iepes; 0CBOOOXKIeHHeM Kpe-
CThSIH CAMOJIMIHO coOpast Hac y ceds B [letepOypre. Co Beelt Poccuu codpait! Bee TpuHaamars nepen
ero ouu sBMIMCh. .. CoBer cripammBad. [Jaim Mel emy coBeT. BoT Kak Obuio! YBaxkad.

«CKOJIBKO ke eMy JIeT?» — ¢ JII0OOIBITCTBOM Togymana [leryxoa.

— [Nocnenuuii-To Haph — TOT BOOOIIE MO HAIITy YKy uisical. [ puIKy-KOHOKpaaa KTo K HeMy
MIPUCTABUII?

— 3to Pacnytuna, 4ro ym?

— Ero, ero. Xots1, o coBecTH, TOJIKY ObLJIO HeMHOTO. Tak, IrymM ofiH. A HOBas BJIACTh IPO HAC
3a0bUIa, J1a, HABepHOE, 3TO U K JyurieMmy. KoHunnock, gymaenib, Haie BpeMsi? — CTapyK MBITIMBO
nocmorpen Ha [letyxoBy.

Ta HeolnpeaeaeHHO MOTHYJIA TOJIOBOM.

— O, kacaTouka Mosl, a 4TO ITO y TeOst 100Ka ABIMUTCS ?

Banentuna CepreeBHa cxBaTujach 3a MOTAaiHOM KapMaH.

— Uro 310 Tam y 1eds? Hy-ka mait mocmorpeth. — OH BCKOYMJI, OHOW PYKOM, KaK KJICIIAMH,
60sbHO ckal Tiedo [1eTyXoBoM, APYroi JJOBKO 3ajie3 B MOTAHOM KapMaHYUK W BBIHYJ OTTYIa Kpe-
CTHK.

— BaTiomku! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. — 3HaK OOXUH. .. 1 r1e, B MoeM joMe? OTKyna oH y 1edst?

— BaOymkuH, — 4yTh CIIBIIITHO OTO3Banack [leTyxoBa.

— 3910 Artan JIopMUIOHTOBHBI, 4TO J1nA?

IleryxoBa MosT4a KMBHYJIa FOJIOBOA.

— Kro xe Te0s1 Hamoymu B3sTh ero ¢ codori? OTeeyaii!

[leryxoBa monuana.

— IMonumaro, — 3ayMUYMBO CKa3ajl CTapuk. — Ha BCAKuMi cydail, Majio i 4To. YOepeubcs
xotena. Ho tereps oH TeOe HU K 4yeMy. Beabme kpecT — Xysxke comu. — OH 3akan KpecT MexKIy MaJlb-
LaMH ¥ yHyJ1 Ha Hero. Ha cron ynasia oqHa Karuis, 3aTem Apyrasi, Yepe3 MUHYTY KPecT IIPeBpaTHiICs
B JIyXKHUITy MeTaJuia, MoOJaecKuBaIyio Ha crose. [To (popMe oHa HamoMUHANA 3BE3Y.

— Tak-To syyie Oyner, — CKazas CTapHK, — s Ha TeOs He CepKyCh, IIOHUMAIO, TI0 TITYTIOCTH 3TO,
0 HeIOMBICITHI0. A MOXeT, mpodeccop Teds Hayuwn? Keratu, rie on?

— He 3naro. ..

— He 3naemn? [la Her, 3Haenb, KOHEYHO. [ ie-To psgoM OH TYT, 4yio ero. Benb 310 OH TeOs
cona rpucat, He Tak jim? [looOmarbest co MHOM X04ueT. YTo k, 3T0 MokHO. [Toiau noryJisii, noumm
ero. Berperuip — ckaxu, 4yro AcMoaerd YepHOISTOB TOTOB €ro BbICIYIIATh.

Banentuna CepreeBHa MOKOPHO MOAHSIIAC.

— U1 nomHM, nacrouka, Tenepsb TH Hama. — CTapuk 3acMmesiics. — Bo3bMu KOp3uHy, rpuOoOB
HacoOHpaii — OYeHb JIIOOIIO 'PUOOUKH JKapeHBIE.
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Omna OpoauJia 1o Jiecy, paBHOIYIIIHO MOIJISIIBIBAS HA POCCHINU IPUOOB, M HATIPSKEHHO TyMaJia.
Kro xe oHa: BenpMa, areHT CTpymca, BBIIOIHSIOIINI KaKOE-TO 3araflodyHoe, HEBEAOMOE el caMou
3aJiaHue, WIN MPOCTO Iiynasi, ooMaHyTasi 6ada? «Ckopeii Bcero Tpetbe», — peria oHa. [leryxosa
HaYMHaJIa MOHUMATh, YTO €€ UCIIONB3YIOT IPOTUBOOOPCTBYIOIINE CUIIBI.

«Jla u kto Tako# 310T CTpymc? JIOKYMEHTOB HE MOKa3aJl, pA0OTHUK KAKOTO-TO 3arajiouHoro
MHCTUTYTA... A MOXeT ObITb, OH OMH U3 HUX ? AcMozielt YUepHOIISITOB — TOT XOTbh MOHSTEH. . . [loHsITeH
m? — BAPYT ycOMHMIach oHa. — Toxe crapuyok eiie ToT. Hy a s cama? Bce 31 HOuHbIe Uypeca. ..»
Ceituac oHa He YyBCTBOBaJIa B ce0e HUKAKUX CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIX CHJI. BBUIO JIM BCe 9TO U ITPOCTO
€e YeM-TO OMOWJIY, JOBEJIH J0 TajutiouuHanuii? OHa BbIIILIA HA MOJISIHY U TYT YBUJIEJIa BIEpEIH J1BE
urypsi.

[Tpucmorpesimcsh, oHa y3Hana CTpymca U €ro aCCUCTEHTA.

«Jlerku Ha MOMUHE», — TOCKJIMBO TIOlyMaJjia OHa.

— A BOT ¥ Hama repouHsi! — Becesio 3akpuyail rnpocdeccop, IpoTIruBasi €l pyky. — 3ApaB-
CTBYMTe, yBaxkaeMas BeapMma. Heruioxo y Bac nonmyvaercs. Buaenu, Bugenu Baiy noxoxJIeHUs Ha
kiagouine. Y koMnanus npusiTHasl.

«3HauMT, 3TO OBLT HE COH», — Moaymaia [leryxosa.

— A BHI Bce BpeMsl ObUTH pIoM? — OCTOPOKHO CIPOCHIA OHA.

— He T0 uto psijiom, a ckakeM Tak, moOnm3ocTu. PacckasbiBaiiTe.

On BHMMaTesbHO citymian [leTyxoBy, MHOrIa KUBaj roloBOM.

— 3HauUT, BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOW XOUeT 3TOT Acmozeit? YTo kK, BCTpeTUuTbhcst MOkHO. A, Konsi?

Kons mosua kuBHY1.

— Ckaxwure yecTHO, BukeHTuil ApkaabpeBud, kakoBa Mosi poiib? Bpoze nozacagHon yTku?

— Hy Bl ckaxete! Benb Bbl — m1aBHOE JieficTBYyIOIEee JIUIO. M3-3a Bac 3TOT ChIp-O0p U pasro-
peJics.

[etryxoBa ¢ coMHeHHEM MOCMOTpea B JUIo npodeccopa. TpyaHo ObUIO ONpeeuTh: IIyTUT
OH WJIM TOBOPUT CEPbE3HO.

—IIpeObIBaHue B KauecTBE BEIbMBI MOIILIO BaM Ha MOJb3Y, — poaoikai Ctpymc. — Bel 3ameTHO
nomosonesnu. CoBceM Jpyras keHiuHa. ECTb B Bac Kakasi-To YepTOBIIMHKA, YTO JIU. Tak Kak ke MHe
BCTpeTUThCs ¢ BamM npeasoauteneMm? C atum Acmoneem? Kyna uartu? K nemy gomoi?

— Jlasieko XoaMTh HE HaJ0, — pa3zajics C3a1 3HAKOMBIiA I'oJIoC.

Banentuna CepreeBHa CTpeMUTENbHO 0OEpHYJIACh U YBHENA CTaprKa. BUIMMO, OH MOSIBUIICS
3a UX CIIMHAMM TOJIBbKO 4TO. [laske HeBo3MyTUMOe 1o CTpyMca BBINISIEIO0 PACTEPSHHbBIM.

OHu MomT4a pasrisiapiBaIu apyr Apyra. [lepBbiM Hapymn Mmoayanue ACMOJei.

— INomHI0 Bac, — HAYaJl OH JOBOJIBHO JPYXKETOOHO, — BO3JIE TUX KOCTPOB C OYTHUIBIO Oerasm,
CYETHJIUCh OueHb. He K Juily yueHOMy YesloBEeKYy TaK CyeTHThCSI.

— Ha yx, — B ToH emy noagakHyn Ctpymc, — Hanyraiau Bbl Hac torga. [lyrate Bl HEIJIOXO
ymeete. OcoOeHHO Tex, KTo nocnabdee. — OH kuBHYA Ha Banentuny CepreeBny. — Ho MHe kaxercs,
JaJibllie BHYILEHUI IETCKUX CTPAaXOB Bbl HE UJETE.

— O 1! — BOCKJIUKHYJI KOJIAYH.

— 41 TonbKo roBopio TO, 4To BUAE. C HAaMM B NPOLUIBIA pa3 CIPaBUTLCS Bbl HE CyMEIIH.

Crapuk ycMexHyJICs.

— Yo k, Bama npasja. Hy a tenepb 3a4eM Bbl IPUILLIA?

— 3a TeM ke, YTO U B NIEPBBIA pa3.

— A umeHHo?

— Ham HyXeH oiMH 13 BallluX KUBBIX MEPTBEIIOB.

— JIns HayKH, KOHEYHO, HUYETO He KAJIKO, OTHAKO YTO e 5 MOJIy4dy B3aMeH ?

— B3ameH, MOH 11ep, Bbl [IOJTyYUTE OTITYILLEHHE TPEXOB.

— [IpusITHO BCTPETUTH B HAILIEH Ty CTOIb OOPA30BAHHOTO YEJIOBEKA, — BECEJIO TPOMOJIBILT
crapuk. — I3Boute 0OBSACHATHCS TO-(PpaHITy3cKu?!
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W on mepermen Ha ¢paHiy3ckuii si3bIK. [Ipodeccop orBeTs. PasroBop oxuBHIICS, HO OBLT
COBEpIIIEHHO HeroHsATeH Banentrne CepreeBHe.

«3a aypy nepxar», — ogyMaia OHa ¥ OTOIILIA B CTOPOHY.

—IIpocrute, — noackoun K Helt CTpyMC, — 3T0, KOHEYHO, OECTAKTHO, HO JABHO HE YIIPAKHSIICS
B TAJJTbCKOM Hape4ynu. YBaxaeMblid MITp ACMOJIel, Mbl HEBOJIBHO OOUIENH JaMy.

— Huero, nepexuBeT, — JOBOJIBLHO rpy00 OTKJIMKHYJICS CTAPHK.

— Urak, — ckazan nmpodeccop Mmo-pyccku, — Bbl MHE YCTYIaeTe OIHOTO M3 Ballux OMOpoOOTOB,
a TakXke JIEMOHCTPHpYeTe BEJIMKOE BOCKpEIIEHHE, a B3aMEH sl OCTaBJIsII0 Bac B MOKoe. VMHaye Mbl
Pa3BOPOIIMM BCE Ballle OCMHOE THE3[10, a KJIaJOUIIE 9TO MepeKoraeM 1 3ajbeM OETOHOM.

— Berona-To y Bac XBaTuT, — HACMEIIMBO CKa3aJl CTApPUK, — HE BB IIEPBbIE, HE BB ITOCIIE/IHHE.

— Capixamu Mbl 911 pa3roBopbl. — Ton Ctpymca cran yrpoxaromumm. — M Kriu Bac, ¥ TOTWIH. . .
12 HUYero, MoJl, CeIaTh He CMOMITH. .. OHM HE CMOIJIM, & MBI CMOKeM !

— XO0pol1110, — KPOTKO CKa3aJl CTApUK, — sI COTIACeH Ha Baim TpeboBaHus1. CeroaHs ke yCcTpoum
BEJIMKOE BOCKpEIIIEHUE, a 3aBTpa MOy4UTe KaJaBpa, K, Kak Bbl BRIpaxkaerech, ouopodora. [Ipotus
BJIACTH HE TOMPEIIb. .. — PYCTHO JOOABHII OH.

— Imoc k aTOMY BBl CHUMaeTe 3akJisiThe ¢ Banentunsl CepreeBusl, — 100aBui CTpymc.

— C nacrouku Hatreit? Tebe uto, BeagpMoii ObITh Ha10e0? — 00paTHiics cTapuk K [leTyxoBoit. —
A He oHpaBmiiock? 3psi, JoOasi rOpoAcKas MaJlaMKa rmo3aBuayeT. Vinu cpeu mblTbHBIX KHIKEK
cunets syuiie? Hy, kak 3Haens. .. Ko HadaabHUKY yKas3bIBAIOT. .. — U3[EBATEIbCKU MPOU3HEC OH,
rsins Ha Ctpymca. — He moxaneTs Obl TeOe, JlacTouKa.

— He yrpoxaiite, matp! — Ctpymc B3si1 Basientuny CepreeBHy 3a pyKy. — A Bbl HUYEro He
OoiiTech.

— Wrak, B HOJIIHOYB Ha KJ1aaOuie! — BOCKJIMKHYJI CTAPUK U BHE3AITHO MCYE3.

— Hy BoT, MBI 000 BCEM JI0TOBOPUJIUCH, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO cKa3an CTpymc.

— Jlymaerte, BaMm yJajioch €ro 3amyrarb? — ocTOposkHO cripocuit Kosis.

— Bpsig mu. 3amyrate ero B IpUHIIMIIE HEBO3MOXHO, HO OH OYeHb OCTOpOKeH. K Tomy ke Bi1acTh
yBaxaer.

— A s emy He Bepwo. — Konst jocamymmBo cmopimics. — O0s13aTenbHO KaKyio-HHOYIb MaKOCTh
BbIKMHET. A Bbl, Banentuna CepreeBna?

Ho B ronose y Hareii 6uOavoTekapiiy ObuT MOMHbINA cymOyp. OHa 4To-TO OYpKHYJIA B OTBET.

— Koneuno, Ko, He vickiioueHo, uTo Tel ipaB. Hy 4ro %k, OymeM Harotose.

BesyuacTHo 1111a 32 cBouMH ciiyTHUKaMu Banientrna CepreeBra. Jlareps ux ObUT TYT e Hemo-
naneky. YTo-To He aBajio el YCIIOKOMThCS. YTHETEHHOE COCTOSTHHME TPECTIeIOBaJIo ee O CaMoro
Beuepa. U TonmbKo ¢ mpuOIMkeHneM HOUYM MMOYYBCTBOBAJIa OHA BHe3arHbli npuiuB cuil. Kak Oyaro
TYMaH, HanoyiB3Imi ¢ 6051oT, npuaan doapocti. Ckopo crano coBceMm TeMHO. OT HeTeprieHus BasieH-
tiHa CepreeBHa He Haxoguiaa cede Mecta. CTpyMmc, ¢ yAMBJIEHHEM MOCMOTPEB HA Hee, MOMHTepe-
COBAJICSI, YEeTO ITO OHA TaK BOJHYyeTcs. HakoHell cTpesiku 4acoB mojonui K oguHHagnatu. Cranu
cobupatbcsi. CKopo BBIIUH, CBETS ceOe (hpoHapUKaMu O[] HOTH.

W3penka 3Be3na npouepurbaia HebocBo. bruto Terio u tuxo. [Tog Horamum mrypinaia Tpasa,
MaxJio ceHom, Oosotom, rpudamu. Paza nBa B secy kpuyvan ¢ummH. Houb okpykana ux, Ka3anach
3puMoid, xkuBoi. [Tokazanock kianouie. Y crapoi YaCOBHU CTOsLIa TPyIa TeMHBIX (uryp. bouio
WX JIECSITh-/IBEHAILATb.

Crtpymc co cmyTHuKamu mioforien modmmke. OnHa u3 ¢uryp Beictynwia Briepen. [leryxosa
y3Hasa B Hell crapuka Acmozes. OH Moiya Iisiges Ha BHOBb NMPUOBIBIIMX, MTOTOM TOBEPHYJICS K
CBOHIM.

— Wrak, OHM TIPUIILTIHA, — TPOMKO MPOM3HEC KONAYH, — U TpeOyIOT, YTOOB MbI MOKA3aId UM
BEJIMKOE BOCKpEIeHHeE.

— K10 oHM Takue, 4ToOBI TpeOOBATH? — CIIPOCKUIT TITYXOH IOJIOC U3 TYIIHU CTOSIIIHX.

— ¥ HUX ecTb IpaBo, — cKa3ajl KOJAYH.
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— Hu oqviH 13 HeNoCBAIIEHHBIX HE IPUCYTCTBOBAJ HA BEJIMKOM BOCKPELICHUU.

— D70 npasja, — NOATBEPAM ACMOIeN.

— Tak nouemy xe 371u. ..

— 41 noBTOPAIO, Y HUX €CTh IIPABO.

T'osoc ymork.

— Wrak, Oparhsi U CECTpbl, IPUCTYIIHM.

OTtBeToM eMy ObLIO MOJTYaHUE.

Buesanno Baneke 3ayxan ¢punuH. Kazanock, Tbma cryctuiach Ao npejena. Ileryxosa nepe-
CTajla pa3nyarh Jaxe CBOMX CIyTHHKOB. He0o, elie HeCKOJbKO MUHYT Ha3aj ObIBILEE YHCTHIM,
HAIJTyXO0 3aTsHYJI0 Tydamu. M X0Ts1 ObUIO MONTHOMYHUE, HU OAMH JIYYHK JIYHHOTO CBETa HE MTPOHUKA
Ha 3emun0. Bce Monmyanu, TMILIMHA CTOsIA TOJTHAS.

N 1yt Hajg ronoBaMu MOSIBUJICS CMHMIM OrOHEK, 3a HMM JpYyrou, TpeTuil... PasHouser-
HbIe OrOHBKHM 3aMETAIMCh HaJ KJIaAOMIEHCKMMU pyuHamu. IloToM Ha 3emiie 3aropescst KocTep,
HECKOJIBKO APYT'UX KOCTPOB BCIBIXHYJIM MOOAAIb.

Banentuna CepreeBHa NpUHSIACH CUUTATh X, HO cOmtack. KocTpel Kak-To 04eHb OBICTPO Mpo-
ropeny, 1 Ha X MECTEe OCTAJIMUCh TOJIbKO MAJIMHOBBIE Y. OHU SPKO TJIEM B HOUYM, CIIOBHO YbU-TO
HeueJIOBeUeCKre 1J1a3a, U BIPYT MPEBPATIIKCH B 3eJIeHbIe CTOIObI CBETA.

Bniepen Boiien Acmonei.

— HyxHa xepTBa! — rpOMKO IIPOM3HEC OH.

— Xepry! KeprBy! — 3aBU3KaIIN, 3aX0OXOTaJIU, 3aCKPEKETAIIN KPYTOM.

KpacuBas Haras sxeHimuHa, B kotopoil IleTyxoBa y3Hana Bepky, BeiBena 3a pyKy peOeHKa.
['onoBa ero OblIa MOKPBITA YEPHBIM IIATKOM TaK, YTO JIMIA HEe ObLJIO BUIHO.

Banentuna CepreeBHa pBaHynach ObUIO K peOeHKy, HO CTpyMC KperKo JIepKall ee 3a PyKy.

— Turre, THINE, — 3aIIMIIe]T OH.

— Ho Besb oHM XOTAT ero youTb.

— DT0 BCEro JIMIIb NpU3pak, — 3ammmnes CTpymc, — YCIIOKOUTECD.

— Hyxen nanau! — npokpuyan AcMozen.

— 4! 4! — 3aBu3)aM ronoca.

Konayn mMeneHHO 00X0nuI IPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX, BIJIAbIBAsICh B Kaxaoro. CBeta Ha KJiag0ouie
Terepb ObLIIO I0CTaTOYHO, U [leTyxoBa XOpoIo BUe a Xapy STOM CTPAaHHOW KOMITAaHUH.

Cpenu Hux oHa y3Hasia [aupy u crapyxy.

Crapuk Mexy TeM npuoOmmxkanics K Heid. OHa moxosoznena.

— Twi! — TKHYZ B Hee masblieM, B APYToy pyke y Hero Oblia oOHaxeHHast cadmst. OH mpOoTsAHYT
ee [leTyxoBoii.

Ta HEBOJILHO OTHPSIHYJIA.

— 41 xe ckazai, TbI!

— Her! Her! — Banentuna CepreeBHa Jposkaiia, Kak OCUHOBBIH JIMCT.

— [No3BosbTe 310 CenaTh MHeE, — BeicTynu Biepel Ctpymc, u BanentrHa CepreeBHa BriepBble
MIOYYBCTBOBAJIa K 3TOMY Y€JIOBEKY HENPUS3Hb.

— Te6e Henb3s! Tol He Ham. 3HAUUT, He Xouerb! — CTapuk HAaCMEILIMBO B3MIsAHYT Ha [lety-
xoBy. — Hy Toraa ato caenaio si. — OH MOACKOUYMIT K OJMHOKO CTOSIBIIEMY PEOCHKY U OJHUM MaxoM
OTCEK eMy rosioBy. Paznasics B3pbIB 1ukoro Busra. Heuncrs mpuBeTcTBOBaIa CBOETO MOBEJIUTEIIS.

Banentune CepreeBHe cieniaioch TypHO, 1 oHa 3amaraiack. Omaako Ctpymc u Kons ¢ obenx
CTOPOH TOJJIEPIKaJI €e.

AcMoyieit BBICOKO MOHSLT OTPYOIEHHYIO TOJIOBY. JIMIIO KepTBbI ObLIIO MICKAKEHO, KPOBb CTEKaJIa
u3 nepepyOneHHoro ropia, Ho Banentuna CepreeBHa y3Hana 31o juno. OHO He pa3 3a MocyeaHue
JHU SIBJISUIOCH K Hell. JIMKO BCKpUKHYB, OHA pBaHy/ach Brepel]. B aTy MUHYTY pa3jacs HeuenoBe-
YecKui X0oxoT, 1 [leTyxoBa yBu/esa, 4TO BMECTO TOJOBH peOeHKa ACMOJEH IepKUT B pyKax KO3JH-

74



A. T. ArteeB. «CoiHIle MEPTBBIX»

Hylo rosioBy. OHa miepeBena B3IUIsA]] Ha 00e3IJIaBIeHHBIN TPYIl, HO BMECTO HEro OHa yBUENA pa3pyo-
JIEHHYIO TYIIy KUBOTHOI'O.

— XeprBa npuHeceHa! — 3aBonusIa HEYUCTb.

B 3Ty MUHYTY B pa3HBbIX YacTsX KJIaJ0UIIa HaYaaoch ABKeHre. CIibleH ObLT IIIOPOX OCHINa-
IolIelics 3eMJIH, TIOTPECKUBAJIO THIJIOE AepeBO rpoOoB. M3 Morui BcraBanu meprtaelpl. Kak orpom-
HbIE YepHBIE KYKJIbI, HEJIETIO KOBBLISUIM OHU Cpe/ii Haarpoouil. JIOXMOThsI CBUCAITH C TIOTY Pa3JIOKHB-
IIAXCS TeJ, AYIIHBIN 3aax TJICHUsI HAMOJHUII Bce KpyroM. MepTBelibl pHOIMKaIiCh Bee Omke 1
omke. BoiHectr sToro [etyxoBa He CMOTJIa, CHITB OCTABUIIM €€, BCE MOTLIBLIO Mepe] I1a3aMu, U OHa
MOTepsijIa CO3HAHUE.

MenJieHHO, OYeHb MEJICHHO BO3Bpallajiach OHA K PEaJIbHOCTH, [1a U YTO ke ObLJIO HACTOSIIIEH
peanbHOCTBIO? Bee, 4To pUIIIOCh UCTIBITATh € 3a MOC/IEAHUE THU, — HE COH JIM 3TO?

OuHyJsack OHa B HE3HAKOMOM KOMHATe. BbIIo TXO0, CBETIIO, y OKOHHOI'O CTEKJIA Ky K:Kala MyXa.
I'ne ona?

Ocmotpesiuch, Banentuna CepreeBHa MoHsiIa, YTO OHA B JoMe Y KonayHa. M oOcTaHOBKa
Obl1a CMyTHO 3HaKOMa. Ha 9Toil KyIleTke oHa y)Xe HoueBasla OUH pas.

OTKyza-To CBIIIAIUCH NPUITyIIEHHbIe ronoca. OHa OCTOPOXKHO MOILIA HA HUX.

B 3Hakomoii ropuwmrie 3a cronom cunear Ctpymc u Acmozeir. OHu 0 4eM-To OeceIoBaIIH.

VBuzes [leryxoBy, CTpyMc NPUBETIMBO YBIOHYJICA, 2 ACMOIE paJOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYI:

— A, roiyOka Hara noxanoBaia! Hy, kak cianiocs? He Beiiepkara Buepaisero-To. beiBaer. ..
[MpaBmibHO roBopria [madupa — Hy kakas u3 Teos Beapma? [loatoMmy cHUMalO ¢ TeOsI 3aKJIsATHE, 14,
COOCTBEHHO, ThI caMa ero ¢ ceds cHs1a. He crana pyOouTh MiajeHia. . .

[Tpu ynomuHanuu o BuyepaiiHeM [letyxoBa B3aporaysa.

— Tenepb MOXeIIb OTHPABISTHCS JAOMOW, — MPOAOIKAT KOJIYH, — HUKTO TeOs1 Oosblie He
MOTPEBOXKMUT.

[leryxoBa B3mIsiHY A HA podeccopa — TOT YTBEPAUTEIbHO KUBHYJI FOJIOBOM.

— Hy 4ro %), — ckazan CTpyMc, — IepBYIO YaCTh HAILIETO YCJIOBUS Bbl BBIOJIHMIMA. A UTO Kaca-
eTcsl BTOPOX. ...

— Bam HyxeH kanaBp. — AcMozelt yemexHyJcs. — Hy urto %k, oH TyT, Henaneko. Ecnu xorure,
MOXeTe MOCMOTPETh. JTO JIydlllee, YTo y MeHs ecTb. He kakoi-HuOynp 3aBaismmii... Cam maiiop
KokyeB cobcTBeHHOI nepcoHOl. JIMUHOCTh HeOe3bI3BECTHASI, COUMHHTENb, MOIT, Aa MAJIO JIM KTO
ewe. [loiinemre.

Crpymc BeTall

— A TBI He *keJaelllb MOMOOONBITCTBOBATL? — oOpatwmiicss Acmonei k [leryxoBoii. Ta orpura-
TEJILHO [OKavaJla roJI0BOM — XBAaTUT € Hee 3TUX ykacoB. — Hy Kak 3Haelb.

«Heyxenu Bce koHUMIIOCH? — ¢ TpeBOroil Aymaia oHa. — Ho crapuk Beap ckaszai, 4to Bce. A
MOeT ObITh, OH coBpas? Kakoe ceromnst uncino? — OHa MpuHSIACH CYUTaTh. BHIXOMWIIO, UTO MOCe -
HUI JIeHb CPOKa, OTIYILLEHHOTo eil. — Heyxenu Hudero He npousoiaeT? Hago cpocuts y AcMones».

Ona oo cuzena B OAMHOYECTBE U pasMbliuisia. Hakonen nmocneiianuck rojgoca. B komnary
Bonw Ctpymc u koiayH. Cynst o Bcemy, mpodeccop ObUT OYeHb JIOBOJIEH.

— Tak BB MHE Maliopa oT/1aeTe? — NepecnpoCcuil OH.

— Jla 3a0upaiite XOTh ceryac.

— Hy 4ro Xk, Tak, HaBepHOE, U CHCJIAEM.

— C mepTBELIOM B OJHOI MalllMHE s He Moefy, — TBepao 3asBuia [leryxosa. — Jlyuiue s noitny
TEILIKOM.

[Tpodeccop 3amsiics:

— JlevictButenbHO. .. BanentriHna CepreeBHa U Tak NepeHeca JI0CTaTOYHO. MOXKeT ObITh, MbI
CHayaJla OTBE3EM €€, a 3aTeM BepHeMcs 3a Baium KokyeBbim?

— Hy, 310 Kak xotute, A€10 XO3SHCKOE. . .
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— A ckaxwure, — oOpaTuiach [leTyxoBa K CTapuKy, — MHE ObLJIO OTIYIIEHO TPHHAAIATH JHEH,
cerofHs nocieaHuit. Yto xe, 3aBTpa MHE yMUuparhb?

— Hy uro T8I, nactouka. — Acmonei yeMexHyscs. — § ke ckaszal, 3akysitue cHATo. JKuBu cebe
Ha 3710poBbe. B roctu 3ae3xaii, 3a rpudamu. Tel Beb rprObI JTIOOUIIIL COOMpPATh. A KyIIaTh?

[leryxoBa mpormycTuia MUMO YIIEH eXUIHbIE CJIoBa cTapuka. Eil X0Tesoch TOJIBKO OIHOIO —
MOCKOpEee yexarb JIOMOM.

— Huuero nono6HOro MHe BUIAETH HE IPUXOIUIIOCH, — JIUII0 CTpyMca CHSIIO OT yIOBOJIbCTBHS. —
Baiu maiiop — yHUKaJIbHBIN K3EMIUISP.

— Jla yx, — B TOH eMy nojiakHys1 Acmopeit. — Jlydiee otaaio, ot cedst orpbiBaio. He To uto 312
PYXJIsiib, KOTOPYIO BbI BUEIM HOUBIO. A MO3BOJIBTE Y3HATh, YTO Bl C HUM Oynete aesats? [loTpormTs
WIH ellie 4ero?

— Her. — Ctpymc, kazanock, fymait o 4eM-To gpyrom. — [loTpommts He OyzieM, XOTsl TOCMOT-
puM.

— Haneroch, OH monazier B Xopoliue pyku. — ACMOJIEN MPOCUTENIBHO CMOTpEN Ha Ipodeccopa. —
Bbeperure ero.

— JlagHo, TronmyOuMK, moctapaemcs. Tak Mbl 3aBTpa 3a HUM TIPUEIEM.

— Hy koneuHo, — noareepaui Acmozei. — M Haill yroBop, — OH BOIIPOCUTEIBHO MTOCMOTPET Ha
nipopeccopa, — TPEBOKUTH HAC OoJtbiiie He Oyaere? [laauTte CIIOKOMHO JTOXUThH CBOU Bek?

— Ml ke poroBopmiinch, — CTpyMC HEIOBOJIBHO IVISIHYJI Ha CTapyKa, — UM Bbl MHE HE BepuTe?

— Bepio, 6aTiomika, Bepio, — 3anede3m1 Acmozeit. Ha yiurie mocbiianoch ryjeHue MalliiHbI.

— 310 32 HaMH, — ckazai CTpymc, — Hy 4TO ke, JI0 3aBTpa.

— Jlo BcTpeuu, — OTBETUJT KOJIYH. — A Thl, JJACTOYKA, YETO HE MPOIIAEIIbCs ?

[leryxoBa MoTya HanpaBWJIach K JBEPU.

— Ali-aii, HEBEeKJIMBA THI UTO-TO CTasia. 3psi cTaprka oOrkaelb. — OH XUXUKHYIL.

Uepe3 MUHYTY MallllHa HECJIACh 1O MbUIBHOMY MPOCEJIKY.

— Iocroiite, — monpocuia IleryxoBa, — 3aegeM k 6adke Arpurimuse. Tam ke MOM Bell OcTa-
JIUCh.

MainmnHa ocTaHOBUJIACh BO3JIE JoMa cTapyxu. Ta, Ka3anock, Kaaja ux.

— A, Bajneuka! — 00pafgoBaHHO 3aKprJajia oHa, efiea yBujeB [leTyxoBy. — Thl BCe TOPOMHUIIIBCS.
Onsth, 3HauMT, ye3xaemb? Hy uto xk, ckarepToio nopoxka. [Tpuesxkaii eme 3a rpudamu. [a, kcratu.
S TyT KOp3UHOUKY cerofHs yrpom codpana. OtoopHble, Oernbie. .. Bo3bMu, joMa noxapuiiib.

[eryxoBa crayia OBUIO OTKAa3bIBATHCSI.

— Bepu-6epu! — OHa MOUTH HACKIIBHO 3aTOJIKAJIa KOP3UHY il B pyKu. MailiHa CHOBa TPOHY-
nace. Kons cupen 3a pynem. CTpyMc psIoM C HUM, Ha TIEPETHEM CHJIEHbE.

— Hy uro xe, — cka3an oH, 00epHyBIIHUCH K [leTyxoBoii. — Bee Xopoitio, 4To XopoIo KOHYaeTcsl.
A Buepa Ha kyagouine s ObUTO JyMaJl, YTO HaC 9TU YIbIpu pactep3aioT. Ho, BUIHO, cioBo AcMozest
IJ1s1 HUX — 3aKoH. [locie Toro Kak Bbl B OOMOPOK YIajii, OH OCTAaHOBUJI CBOMX MepTBeloB. CioBOM,
BCE KOHYMJIOCH BIIOJTHE MTPUCTONHO, Oe3 sKciieccoB. [la u ceromHs komayH Ben ceOst cMupHo. [loka-
3aJ1 HAM 3TOTO KpacaBiia-Maiopa. DK3eMIUIsIp, YTO U FOBOPUTh, OTJIMYHBINA. 3aBTpa, Kossi, Thl ero
yeuguiib. Hy a Bbl, Banentuna CepreeBHa, s1 HaIel0Ch, B TopsaKe?

[leryxoBa Mosya KMBHYJIA.

— Ilymaio, OH CAEPXKHUT CBOE CJIOBO, — Ipoaosikain Ctpymc. — Bac oH Oosbilie He TPOHET.

— He Bepio 51 aTOMy KOJIIyHY, — BCTynwiI B pasroBop Kossi.

— Jla u 51, npu3HaThes, He Beplo. — CTpyMce 3alyMUMBO IIOCMOTpe Ha BoauTes. — Ho noka Bce
uzeT Herutoxo. KoHeyHo, OT HMX MOXHO KAaTh J1I00o# nakoctu. Ho Bedp 310 He B ux nHTepecax. He
JIydIIIe JIU BECTH ceOsl JIOSTHO — 3TO ObLIO ObI JIOTUYHO?

— Bena B ToMm, — 3amerun Kons, — 4yTO 3aKOHBI JIOTUKM UM HeBeIoMbl. COIVIACHO JIOTHKE, UX
BOOOIIIE HE JI0JKHO CYIIeCTBOBATD.
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Banentuna CepreeBHa B pa3roBOp He BCTyIaja U BCIO JOPOTY MoJTJasia. Y Hee HUKaK He BBIXO-
JWJIO M3 TOJIOBBI, YTO CPOK, OTMEPEHHBIM el Ha CTapOM KJIaAOWIIe, ellle He BBIIIEs, YTO CEeroiHs
MOCJIEIHUI U3 TPUHAALATH MTPOKJISATHIX AHEH.

«[Ipueny momoii, — fymasia OHa, — IEPBBIM JIEJIOM Pa300bI0 YEPTOBO 3€PKAJIO, & OCKOJIKHU TYT ke
BeIOpOITYy |» Mammna Muanack Briepeq, a [leryxoBa pa3MsblIIuisiia, Kak IPOBECTH OCTATOK OMAcHOTO
CpoKa.

«YCTpolo-Ka sl BEeUEpUHKY, — [OlyMaJia OHa ¥ cama 00paoBasiach HEOKMIAHHOMY PELIeHHIO. —
Colepy COCITyKMBIIEB, CKaXxy, MOJ, I100MIel Y MEHsI I YTO OTIYCK pelia OTMETUTh. DTUX, YTO
nm, no3Bath. — OHa mokocwiack Ha Ctpymca. — Her, 6e3 Hux oOoiaych». Bce, 4T0 HanoMuHaio
el 0 cTapoM KJaaouIle, OHa PeIrTebHO THaIa u3 mamsatu: «Crapuk Acmoment oberan, 4to Bce
3akoHYIIOCh. A eciiu HeT? Hy, Oynem HanesiTbes. . .» HakoHel MalmHa 0CTaHOBIITACH BO3JIE €€ IoMa.

— Ipuexamu, — ckazan Ctpymc. — 3aBTpa MbI K BaM 00s13aTesibHO 3aiiiem. [IpoBeputs, Bee Jn
B TIOPsIIKE.

— Xoporo, — Basnentina CepreeBHa Ha X0y MOIPOINAIACh ¥ OETOM yCTPEMUIIach IOMOM.

B kBapTupe 610 THXO U cymMpauHo. OHa OTAEepHYJIa ITOPHI, pacraxHyaa okHa. [ToToku cBera
PBaHYJIMCh B KOMHATY, U Cpa3y e CTaJIo BUIHO, Kakoe B KBapTHpe 3amycrenue. Ha momy erme ocra-
JIMChH CJIEJIBI CAIoT JAaBEIIHETo ciecapsi, MOBCIOLY JieKalla MbUIb.

«Ceituac xe Gepych 3a yoopky, — permmia IleryxoBa. — Ho HauHy Bce ke ¢ 3epkana». OHa
3aIll1a B PUXOJKYIO U 10O CMOTpEJIa Ha CBOE OTPaKeHHUE B MBLJILHOM CTEKJIe. 3epKajio Kak 3epKaJio.
«A moxert, octaButh? Het!» OHa pemmuresibHO cXBaTujia MOABEPHYBIIUICS TOA PYKY MOJIOTOK U
3aIyCTH/Ia UM B 3epKasio. Pa3zasicsi 3B0H ObIOIIErocs CTeKa.

«Hy BoT, n36aBuiach HakoHel-To. Terepb 0OO3BOHUTH BCEX, MPUINIACUTh HA BEYEPUHKY». B
CIeyIoIIKe MoTyaca OHa 3TUM U 3aHUMAaJIach.

Tocreli HaOpanOCh YeIOBeK CeMb — COOCTBEHHO, Bce Pa0OTHHUKM ee OMOIMOTEeKH. BombIH-
CTBO ObUIY YAMBJICHBI HEOKUIAHHBIM TPHTJIAIIIEHHEM, HO He OTKa3aJIcsl HUKTO. HanpoTus, oHu Obln
3aMHTPUTOBAHBI: 0 CHX MOP B TOCTH OHA HUKOTO He npumamaia. Eme mapa yacos yiuia Ha yOOpKy
Y Ha TIPUTOTOBJICHUE BCSIKOW CHE/IW: TYJISITh TaK Ty/isiTh. Hayaso Ha3Haumia yacoB Ha BOCEMb, HO TIPO
ce0s1 TBEp/IO pelIna, YTO 3aKOHYUT CETOMHSIIHUN AeHb 0053aTeIbHO B OKPYXKEHUU JIIOJIEH.

OHa TIaTesIbHO TOTOBUJIACh K BEUEPHHKE, YTOObI HE YAAPUThH JIMIIOM B Ipsi3b. YTO ke MpuUro-
TOBUTH? B3z ee ynas Ha KOp3UHY 'prOOB, MTOJAPEHHYIO CTAPYXOH.

O! I'pu6si! Beriib BKycHast 1 IPOHIET «HA ypa», TeM Oojiee Oesibie IpUObI.

K BocbMM yacam ctanm coOupaThesi TOCTH, JaMbl IPUXOIMIIN C MYKbsIMH, M JIIOJEH ObLIO 3HA-
YHUTEIBHO OOJIbINE, YeM OHA paccuMThiBajia. BeuepuHka ynanack Ha cnaBy. HUKTO He oxuzgal, 4To
UX CTPOTMi JUPEKTOp — TaKkash KOMIAaHeWcKas *eHIMHA. MHorue ObUIM MPOCTO TIOTPSICEHBI, a OHA
IyTHJIA, CMEsLTach, COBCEM 3a0bIB PO CBOM CTpaxu. BbIjIo yxke JOBOJIBHO MO3IHO, KOT/Ia OHA BCIIOM-
HWIA, YTO B JYXOBKe y Hee ToMsTcsi rpuObl. OHa BhiHECHa OO0, OOMIBHO TIOIUTOE CMETAHOH, U
CTaJla pacKJIabpIBaTh IPUOBI MO TAPEJTKaM.

— A ceOe royeMy He KJajgere? — CIpOCHIIH ee.

— la s cobuparts 0010, a €CTh HE OYeHb, TaK, B OXOTKY.

Ho Bce cranu HaxBayMBaTh BKYCHBIE I'PHOBI, BOCXHIIATHCS MACTEPCKUM UX ITPUTOTOBJIEHHEM,
u Banentuna CepreeBHa pelmia monpoooBarh Jesio pyk cBoux. [IpaBaa, oHa onacasach JUXOEeB-
CKHX JIapOB, HO BCE KPYrOM TaK armeTUTHO €JIM, YTO OHa He BhlAepkasa. 3arenuia Ha BUIKY rpuo,
TMOJIOXKUJIA B POT M CTaNa keBaThb. JlefcTBUTENbHO BKYyCHO. Hernoxo oHa nmpurotoBumia.

Brpyr IleryxoBa nmouyBcTBOBasIa, OYATO MEKTPUYECKHUIA 3apsiji OTPOMHON MOITHOCTH YAAPUJT
ee. YikacHasi Ipoxb 3aTpsicia Teno. OHa BHITHYJIACh Jyrod U nmoBayimiack Ha moi. OHa He crbixasa
HU MCIYTAaHHBIX TOJIOCOB FOCTEM, HU 3ByKa MoJgbexaBlIen KapeThl «CKOPOil MOMOIIU».

Bpau Hackopo ocmotpen ee. Kaptuna Obina sicha: [letyxoBa Obuta MeptBa. [lynabc He mporiy-
MIBIBAJICS, 3pauKy Ha CBET He pearnpoBain. Heyxenn orpasienue rpudamu’? MHOTUM CTajio IypHO,
HEKOTOPBIX HAYaAJIO PBATh.
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JIOKTOp ¢ COMHEHHeM TIOCMOTpeJT Ha TpHObI, TIOHIOXa UX M YCIOKOMI coOpaBiuuxcs. Hege-
POSITHO, YTOOBI CMEPTh OT OTpPABJICHUs HACTYNMJIA Tak cTpeMuTesbHO. CKOopee BCero 3To Cepale.
OnHaKo OH B3sU1 HEMHOTO TPUOOB Ha aHAIU3.

[ToTpsiceHHbIe TOCTH MEIJIEHHO PACXOIMIIKCH MO JOMAaM.

...IleryxoBa ouHynach (y:k€ B KOTOPBII pa3 3a 3TO BpPeMs), HO HMUYEro He MOIJIa IMOHSTb.
Uro ¢ Heit? I'me ona? OHa 4yBCTBOBasa, YTO JIEKUT HA YEM-TO XOJIOJAHOM, IOXOXke, HaA KaMHe, HO
el Obl10 He xonomHo. Co3HaHWE TOJBKO KOHCTAaTUPOBaIo 0OcTaHOBKY. OHa mompoOoBaia mpUIio-
HATBCS, OTKPBITh [J1a3a, MOLIEBEIUTh PYKOW WJIM HOTOW. DTO €l He yAaIoch. YTo ke CIy4nioch?

B TO Xe BpeMsi OHa cIblIajia OTAAJIEHHBbIE TON0Ca, KAKOM-TO TIIYXOH IIyM, 3BYK JIbIOIIEHCS
BOJbL. BHE3ammHO rpOMKO XJIOMHYJIA JBEPh, U B TIOMEIIEHNE, IJIe OHA JieKasia, BOIUIH, Kak [leTyxoBa
TOHsJIa 10 TOJI0CaM, JBOE.

— Hy, xoro Gynem BCKpbIBaTh? — CIIPOCKJI IPYOBIN MY KCKOH rojioc. — DTy, 4TO Ji, U3 Oubimo-
TeKu?

— Her, ee He Hafo, — OTBETHJIA JKEHINMHA, — TTOJOK/IEM IJIaBHOTO. [laBail BOH TOTO CTapuKa ¢
PaKOM JIETKUX.

«YTo 3HaUMT BCKpBIBaTh? — B Mcryre nogymaia [leryxosa. — ['ne s17» Mbiciu GelieHo ckakaiu
T0J1 YePEHON KOPOOKOH.

[Mocnpimanock 3BsikaHbe METAJUIA, KAKOW-TO HEMOHSTHBIN XPYCT.

UYro nporcxoaut? W nmoyeMy oHa COBEpIIIEHHO HE BiajeeT cBouM TenioM? OHa BIPYT BCIIOM-
HWIA O BeYepuHKe: a rie xe roctu? [ToToM B mamsATH BCIUIbLUT rpud Ha BUJIKE, CTPAILTHBIN yaap. ..

«THU MEPTBELIbI BCE K€ I0CTATM MEHS», — Y’KAaCHASI MBICITb, KOTOPOW HE XOTEJIOCh BEPUTh, BO3-
HUKJIAa U TIOTpsiciia ee co3HaHue. OHa yMepra U HaXOAUTCs B Mopre. DTO MOATBEPKAAIM Toloca B
KOMHaTe — BUAMMO, BCKpbIBaM Tpym. Creayiomas Ha ouepean — oHa. UyIOBUIITHOCTD MPOUCXOSI-
ITIETr0 3aCTaBIJIa Pa3yM BKIIIOYUTHCS B OYEPEHON Pas.

Co3zHaHue BepHyYJoCh K Hell BHe3arnHo. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, UTO JIEKUT HA YEM-TO JKECTKOM, Ofie-
Tasi. Psimom Bnonrosioca pasroBapuBaiy. ['onoca 6sutn 3Hakomble. ['oBopuim o Hell. BecenoBanm ee
3amectutesib Bepa KanntoHoBHa u oiHa n3 Ounbmmortekapin — Jliocs. Banentuna CepreeBHa cienana
MONBITKY TIOIHSATHCS, HO, YBBI, TIIETHO. Teno He moBMHOBaIOCH eii. Torna oHa crajia ciymars.

— INokoiiHuIia, MapcTBO el HebecHoe, Oblla KpyToBaTa, — TMXO MpomoiBuia Bepa Kanuro-
HOBHa.

— Ha yx, — nonreepauia Jliocst. — O MepTBBHIX IJIOXO HE TOBOPST, HO HENIpUsATHAsI OblIa jKEeH-
IIIMHA.

«ITO 5 ¥ cama 3Halo», — oTMeTsIa [leTyxoBa U mpogosIKaia HapsiKEHHO MPUCITYIIABATHCS.

— Boo6rie co crpanHocTsIME, — mpofgoikania Jlocs, — 3ta ee OopbOa ¢ peurues. . .

— Ha, — mponomkana Bepa KanmutoHoBHa, — TOINOB OHA He JTIOOWIIA, TIONMWIA UX KPOBYIIKH.
Ternepb-To OHU 0OpaTyIOTCSI.

— Moxer, oTrieBarth ee Hy’KHO ObLJIO? — HepelMTeIbHO 3aMeTrIa JIocs.

— T'ocrionp ¢ ToOOMH, KTO OBI €€ OTIIEBATE CTA?

— Hy Bce xe...

— OpHako Kak cTpaHHO oHa ymepha... Cugena psiioM, CO MHOM IIyTWJIa, CMesIach, 51, IIpU-
3HAThCSI, €e He y3HaBala, U BAPYT OpsK Ha mon! f Bce ke qymaio — oHa rpuOamMu OTPaBUIIACh.

— A roBopsrT, cepatie.

— Mauto j1 41O roBOPAT. ..

— Tak Beab TprOBI-TO MBI BCE €111, U HUKOMY HUYETO. . .

— Huuero He 3HauMT, — HEIOBOJILHO cKa3asia Bepa KanntoHOBHA, M 4yBCTBOBAJIMCH B €€ TOJIOCE
BJIACTHBIE HOTKH OyayIlen AupeKTpuchl. — [lonacs, HaBepHOe, sIIOBUTHIN Ipuo.

Jliocst ipeAnowia He BCTyNaTh B CIIOP ¢ HAYAILCTBOM M HEPEIIMTEILHO CIIPOCHIIA:

— A BCKpBITHE YTO MOKa3ajao?
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— Tak He OBUIO K€ BCKPBITUsI! — MOYTH C BOCTOproM 3akpuyaia Bepa KanurtoHoBHa. — A Thl
4YTO, HUYETO HE 3HAEIlb?

— Bl 0 uem?

— Jla 06 yOuiicTBe B 3TOM TOCTUHUIIE /JIs1 HAYaJIbCTBA — 3HACIIb TAKOW OCOOHSIYOK JIBYyX9TaK-
HBIH, B MTapKe 32 UCTIOJIKOMOM ?

— Her, Huyero He cipIxaja.

Banentnna CepreeBHa ciymiana ¢ 4Ype3BblYaliHBIM BHUMAaHHUEM, Jla U 4YTO €l OCTaBaloCh
nenarb? OHa oYeMy-To cpasy MOHsIa, YTo peub ceruac noujer o Ctpymce.

— Tax BoT, — npogomkana aApamaruyeckuM Ienorom Bepa KanuroHoBHa, — ¢ accUCTEHTOM.
Uro y:k 3a yueHblii, HE 3HaIO0, TOJILKO, BU/IaTh, OUEHb BaKHbII, IOTOMY YTO BCE TOPOJICKHUE IIUIIKY TaM
COOpaJIHCh, HY 3TO ke TIOTOM. .. Tak BOT, Buepa Be4epoM yxke MOYTH HOUbIo, MX younu. [la crpariHo-
TO Kak! Y MeHs 34Th B MHJIMLIMH CITyKUT, OH 0 CEKPETy pacckasai. VickpoMcany ux, Bpoae OpuTBOiA,
Ha MeJIKMEe PEMEIIKH, TOJIOBB Y 000X OTpe3aiv, TaK X M He HalLIM. Bech HOMEp KpOBBIO OT I0J1a
10 noTosKa 3aiut. Y mpeacraBb, HUKTO HUYETro He ciiblnali. JdexXypHylo 1o 3Taxy, KOHEYHO, Cpasy
yBE3JIY, KyJa Thl Aymaelib? B «kpacHoe 31aHue».

Jlocs ucnyraHHo OMKHYJIA.

— Bupnatb, uX COHHBIX NPUCTYKHYIU. VI camoe cTpaHHOE, 35Th TOBOPUT, BCE B HEJOYMEHUU
— CTEHbl KPOBbI0O KAKUMH-TO 3HAKAMHU UCIIMCAHbl HEMOHATHBHIMU. EMHCTBEHHBIN 3HAK 3HAKOMBI,
3Be3/1a MATUKOHEYHAs, HO BEPIIMHOW BHU3!

— Tak k10 %€ ux youn? — mernotom crpocuna Jlocs.

— IIpeanonaralor MMNMOHaX, — 3HAYUTEIBHO OTBeTWIIA Bepa KanmToHoBHa.

Hanonro Boapunock momyanue. [lorom Bepa KanntonoBHaA npopomkaia:

— BckpeIBaTh-TO e BYepa JOKHBI ObLTH, Ja MATOJIOrOaHATOM YEro-To 3aMeIIKajcs. A CeroqHs
BCE TaM, Ha 3TOM yOMIACTBe, He /10 Hee. MHe ee BblIajM, CKa3alIu: XOpOHHUTe Oe3 BCKPBITHS, M TaK
BCE SICHO.

«Boxe moit! — ormeruna npo cedst Banentuna CepreesHa. — [Iporuio yxe aa qas!» Ctpymc
noru6 u Konst — emuHCTBEHHAsI HAZIeK/1a, €AMHCTBEHHAS CIIACUTEIIbHASI HUTOYKA MOPBAJIach. . .

Ho Benp ona xuBa! Jla xuBa nmm?

OnHa BCIOMHWJIA BCEX 3THX MEpPTBELIOB, WJIM OMOPOOOTOB, Kak Has3biBal UX mpodeccop.
Heyxenu u eii cyxaeHo crath Takoit ke? Ho noyemy? B uem ona BuHoBata? Kakumu cunamu BTsI-
HyTa B HEMIOHSITHYIO UTPY, ITpaBUJia KOTOPOU €l HEM3BECTHBI, a L1e/In HerocTHkuMbI? KTo Ha camom
nesne 3tot CTpymC U POCTO JIK IepeBeHCKU KoayH Acmozein YepHonsatoB? U He BBIXOAUT JIM Tak,
YTO JIIOAW BPOJE MYPaBbEB B MYpaBEHHUKE, KOTOPbIE CYeTATCsI, Ky/la-To OECIpephIBHO OEryT U He
3HAIOT, YTO PSJJOM C HUMM CYILECTBYET KOJIOCCAIbHBIN Hero3HaHHbI Mup? He okaszasnach i oHa B
pOJIK MypaBbsi, IONBITABLIETOCS 3aVISIHYTh 32 Kpail peaJIbHOCTH ?

«Wnm cTpeko3bl», — IBCTBEHHO pa3/iajicsl B CO3HAHMU I0JI0C, YAMBUTEIBHO MTOXOXKUI Ha rojoc
Crpymca.

«Wmm crpekossl, — noBTOpUIiIa oHa. «Thl BCe Mena, 3TO JeJIo, TaK MOMIM ke MOIuIsaiun». Bot
U 1orJrAacasia. . .»

Oma nprcymianach K pa3roBopy, MPOUCXOIUBILEMY PSIOM C TpoOOM, B KOTOPOM OHa JieKasa.

— [leryxoBa-To Halia HOMep BHIKMHYJIA, — HEIOBOJIBHO enTtaia Bepa KanutoHoBHa, — 3aBe-
IIIaHKe OCTaBUJIa: TOXOPOHUTH HAJIO €€ He KaK BCeX, Ha TOPOACKOM KJIAI0UIIEe, & OTBE3TH B KaKyI0-TO
JluxoneeBKy 1 3aKomnarh Ha KAKOM-TO CTApUHHOM. .. Bpoznie Tam espl-nipaaeapl cxopoHeHsl. CMOTpH,
Kakasl apuCTOKpaTKa, HUKOrAa Obl He TogyMala.

— U w1 uTO, BCe noesieM Tyaa? — TOCKJIUBO crpocuia Jlocs.

— INoe3xail, eciu xouelllb, a s He oedy. [IpoBogum B Mocie AU MyTh, @ TaM Ha MAIIMHY U B
3Ty ueproBy JIuxoneeBky. Bee yxe npUroToBieHo, MOTruia BbIKOMAHA.

— A KTO 1oBe3eT-To ee?
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— [la moroBopuiiach s TYT C OTHUMH U3 aBTOOa3bl, JBOE MbsHUYKEK. A TaM B JInxoneeBke mx
BCTPETST, CTAPUK OJIMH, UM 3a0bl1a, MyApeHoe Kakoe-10. OHM U 3aKOMaloT.

— A namsTHUK?

— Bce motom. MammHa cerofiHsi B 4eThipe Y Hac B OMOIHMOTEKE.

— 3710 51 3Ha10, — cKazana Jliocs. — [la Kak-To HeyI0OHO, BCe-TaK 3apOI0T KaKKe-TO COBEPIIEHHO
MOCTOPOHHUE JIIOAH, HAJIO Obl, YTOOBI KTO-TO OT KOJUIEKTUBA OBLI.

— JlaBaii-naBail e3kaii, eCJii COBECTh My4aeT, TOJIbKO CMOTpPH, Kak Obl Yero He BHIIUIO. J[Ba
MIbSIHBIX MYKHKA, KPYT'OM JIeC, Kak Obl 100Ky TeOe He TIOMSIUIH.

Jlocs olikHyJIa U 3aMosyania.

Banentnna CepreeBHa npo ceOst TOpbKO B3IOXHYJIA: Jake TTOXOPOHUTh TOJIKOM HE MOTYT, BCE
TAN-J1s1. Masio oHa rossiia 3ty Bepy KanutonoBhy, 3meto noakononHyo. OfHako BAPYT BCIOMHMIIA
oHa, nose3yT-To B JIuxoneeBky. Bee crapuk Acmopent cienan no-ceoemy! «Kak xoren, Tak u cae-
Jaj», — CHOBa OyXHYJI B TOJIOBE MYKCKOU SI3BUTEJIBHBIN TOJIOC, OYE€Hb IMOXOXKUN Ha rojoc YepHorsi-
TOBA.

«YT0 3TO Yy MeHs ¢ roJioBoi crano? — ¢ yausieHueM nogymana [leryxosa. — ['onoca kakue-
TO... DU, KTO TaM, OT30BUCh!» — MBICJIEHHO KpUKHYJ1a OHa. Ho HUKTO He oTo3BasICs.

«C yMa CXOXKy, — CIIOKOMHO 3aKJII0UMJIa OHA, — @ MOXKET, COIILIA IABHO. ..»

Komnara, B KOTOpOI1 CTOs11 Tpod, CTasia HAMOMHSTLCS JiIoabMU. BanentrHa CepreeBHa y3HaBasia
3HAKOMBIE TOJIOCA COCTYKHUBIIEB, cocener. JIIoay Mpuxoanin, yXoAauid, TOBOPUIN KaKKie-TO CJIOBA.
OHa sxe HanpsiKeHHO qymana: «Ecth u Bbixoa? «BbIxof ecTb», — cKa3asl TOT MaJIbUUIIKA B 3€pKaJle.
A BbIxoauT, BhIxoga-to u HeT! Bout Ob1 kuB Ctpymc, Komst, HO oHu youTsl. Mutsi B G0OJbHUILIE. . . »
[NeryxoBa ¢ ropeysio MogyMaa, 4To Tak HU pa3y ero U He HaBecTwIa. J[la, MHOrO 4ero He cuenana,
a BeIb MOIJIA. .. A TJIABHOE, MOTJIa KUTh MO-/IPyTrOMy.

— Hy uto %, mopa BEIHOCUTB, — YCIIbIIIAA OHA TIOBEJIUTENBHBIN rosioc Bepbl KanuToHOBHBI.

3aurpana TpaypHas My3blka. [ poO MOAXBAaTWJIM M HEAKKypaTHO CTalM CITYCKaThb BO JBOP.
[ToToM ero mocTaBu/IM, M OHA YCIIBIIIAIA MPOIIATBHYIO Peyb, TPOM3HECEHHYIO €€ 3aMECTHTEIIEM.

— Joporas nama Banentnna CepreeBHa... Tparmyeckasi CMEpTh... MHOTO CHWII... Thl BCerjaa
ObLJ1a IPUMEPOM. .. — TOHOCHJIUCH JI0 Hee OOPBIBKU PEyH.

[NeTyxoBO#i CTAJIO CMEIIHO: CTPAHHO, HO YKac MPHUTYITUIICS, yIIeT KyAa-To B Mojco3HaHue. [la
Y Tak Jim 310 crpamHo? Benp He ymeprna, ’KuBa ke, CIBIIUT 3TY MIYNYI0 pedb... 3HAUUT, Yero-To
eme npousonzer. ITycts cTpariHoe, HO OHa MPOIOJIKAeT cyliecTBoBaTh. CHOBA 3aUrpajiv TpaypHbIN
Mapi. ['po6 noxHsm, norpy3uwii Ha MamuHy. [letyxoBa ciblinaina, kak Bepa KarmuronoBHa Bros-
rojoca KOMy-TO FOBOpHUJIA:

— Bul yx caenaiite Bce Mo-4eoBeUecKr, CXOPOHUTE, BOT BaM Ha MIOMUH JTyIIIH.

— He 6ecriokoiics1, x03s1iiKa, BCe CAENaeM Kak I0JaraeTcsi, — pa3ajiuch B OTBET rpyoOble rojoca.

I'po0 3aTpsiciio B Ky30Be Tpy30BUKa, U co3HaHUe [1eTyXOBOW OTKJTIOUMIIOCH, BEpHEE Jaxke CKa-
3aTh, HE OTKJIIOYMUIIOCH, a TpaHchopMmupoBanoch. C HUM MPOUCXOIUINA COBEPIIIEHHO HEOOBIYAHbIC
MeTamopdo3bl. BApyr cTano coBepIeHHO SICHO, YTO MO3I' €€ — OrPOMHBIN MUP, BpPOJie 3eMJIU CO CBO-
MMH TOpPOJaMH, MOPSIMH, JiecaMH. UTO ero MOKHO McclieoBaTh OECKOHEYHO M OECKOHEUHO OTKPHI-
BaTh YTO-TO HOBOE.

«He ©6olics1, — menTaay e JJaCKOBbIE TOJI0Ca, — CMEPTH HET, IBUKEHHE BEYHO».

Crpaxa coBceM He CTaJlo, MOSIBUIOCh Oe3rpaHMYHOE YIUBIICHUE, CMEIIIAHHOE C TUXOW I'PYCTHIO.
Jla Mayo u 4To elre NPUBUAEIOCH €1 32 BpeMsi JOPOTH.

MarmuvnHa BApyT BeTana, u [leTyxoBa mpuinia B ceOsl.

— [Ipuexanu Bpoze, — cKazaj Yen-To rojoc.

['po6 moaxBaTUIM M CIYCTUIIA HA 3eMITIO.

— Mecro-TO Kakoe cebe BbHIOpasa, — CKa3ajl TOT ke rojoc, — onarogats! CtapunaHoe Bce. Tyt
U JIeKaTh Becesiee, He TO YTO B TOPOJIE.
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— JlagHo-naHO, — rpy00 000PBA POMAHTUYECKOTO MOTHIIBIIMKA APYTOM T0JI0C, — HEUero pac-
CyCOJIMBAaTh, 3aKOIAaeM CKOpee, Aa U BCe.

— TyT r1e-To cTapuK AOKEeH ObITh, KOTOPBI MOTMTY BBIKOMAJ. — [1OCIBIIANOCh HIypIIaHAe
Oymaru. — YepHOITSITOB KaKOW-TO.

— Hery 1Tyt Hukakoro YepHonsitoBa. Buaars, sxaare Hajoes0, a MOruika — BoH oHa. Coyrai,
Ja TyT Y MAMSATHUK TPUTOTOBJIEH, XOPOIIMI Kako, U3 YepHOro Mpamopa 1 HarucaHo: «IleryxoBa
Banentuna CepreeBHa». W 1ata cerogHsImHssA, BCe KaK MoJaraeTcs, ONepaTuBHO PadOTaIoT.

— Tak HavanbcTBO Belb! [IaMATHUK CTAPUHHBIN, a HAAMUCHh cBexkass. CTapuK-To HEOOCh STUM
Y TIPOMBIIIUISIET, CTAPYI0 HAMKCh COWII, @ HOBYIO TIOCTaBUJL.

— Hy nagHo, mOmHUMU KpBIIIKY, — CKa3al POMAaHTUYECKUI MOTWJIBIIUK, — MYCTh MOCIESTHUAN
pa3 Ha COJIHBIIIKO TOCMOTPHUT.

— Konuaii mypaka BansaTs! — oOpe3ast «mparmMatuk». Ho «poMaHTHK» 3aynpsMuUIICs.

Banentuna CepreeBHa ycibliana CTyK MOJIHUMAEMOUM KPBIIIKUA. YTO-TO TeIioe KOCHYJIOCh ee
JIMIIA, OHA TIOHS1JIA, YTO 9TO COMHEYHBIH cBeT. [locneqHuit, JOIKHO ObITh, COTHEYHBIN CBET B €€ JKU3HH.

— A Herutoxasi, BUJaTh, 6ada ObUIa, B CAMOM COKY JKEHIIMHA, — CKa3aJl «POMAHTHK».

— Craposara... — He COITIACUJICS] «IIparMaTuK».

— A 110 MHe B camblil pa3, — HE MOT YCIIOKOUThCSI «POMAHTHK». — Takasi Bce MOHUMAeT U He
BBIKOOEGHUBAETCSI, OOHMMEIIIb TIOKPEITe, U Thl B paio.

— Hy oOHuMH, — XMBIKHYJT «IIparMaTuk». — JlaBaii-ka jydiie noMsiHeM pady O0XKbIo, Kak ee
Tam... BaneHtuny.

[ocnpimanock OyabKaHbe.

— Hy, — cka3zan poMaHTUYHBII MOTHJIBIIMK, — IyCTh OyneT Tebe 3emJsl myxom, BaneHTuHa.
Xopotmasi Tbl, BUIATh TI0 BCEMY, JKEHIIIMHA, HO yke OOJIbIIIe HUKOMY He oHanoouIibest. Thl cMoTpH, —
YIMBIIEHHO TIPOTSIHYJI OH, — JISKUT, KaK K1Basl, KaKAasi KPOBUHKA HA JIUIIE UTPaeT.

— BriBaer, — 3akmoun ero HanapHuk. — Hy, 3akonaunBai.

Vnasa KpslIika, HOCTbIIIAJCs 3ByK 3a0MBaeMbIX rBo3ziel. M TyT-To u moyyBcTBOBaia IleTyxoBa
HEBBIPA3MMBIH yKac BCEro Mporcxoasiero. I’ pod 3akavacs Ha BEpeBKe, a MIOTOM HEYKITIOKE PyXHYJT
B Morwity. 1o Kpbliike 3acTydana 3emJsi, CHauala OIMHOYHbIE KaMHH, [TIOTOM JIONaTa 3a JIONATOM.

BuesarHo [1etyxoBa mouyBcTBOBaJIa B Tpo0y Kakoe-To ABMKeHue. UTo-To MajleHbKOe U TeTioe
LIEBEIUJIOCh B HOTaX, KakJas HOBas Jiomara 3eMJIM 3aCTaBJIsijla HETIOHATHOE CYLIECTBO 1IapaxarbCs
U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. [TOTOM 3TO HEUTO MOMOII3JI0 BBEPX 1O €€ Tely, MPUOIU3UIOCH K JIHILY.

«MBpi1b, — noHsina [eryxoBa. — Kak oHa cropa nonana?»

Mex 1y TeM CTyK 3eMJIM MpeK paTuiicst. BUauMo, MOTHITBIIMKY PEIIIN IOMSIHYTh €€ ellle pas.

Mpimb 3ae3na Ha o Basentrnbsl CepreeBHBI M CTasia €0 OOHIOXUBATh. YCHKH KUBOTHOTO
IIEKOTAJTM, MBIIIb Oeraia 1Mo ee JIMIly, TPUHIOXMUBAIACh, THXOHBKO KYCHYJa HOC. 3BYK MaaloIei
3eMJId BO30OHOBWIICS. CTaHOBMJIOCH TPY/AHO JIBIINIATH, YYBCTBOBATIOCH, YTO MOTMJIA TTOYTH 3aChIIIaHA.
W Bapyr oT Beel 3Toi MbIHOUM OeroTHH [leTyxoBa HEOKMIaHHO YMXHYJIa. Yl BHE3aImHO MouyBCTBO-
BaJIa, YTO CHOBA MOXET JABUTATh PyKaMu U HoramMu. OHa OTYasiHHO 3acTyvasia Mo KpbIIIKe rpoda,
3akpuyana. CTosia THIIMHA, ITyM MaJaloneld 3eMJId He ObUT CIIbIIIEH.

«[lorpe6ena 3axuBo. Heysxenu vet Boixoma?» OHa cHOBa OTYasiHHO 3acTydana. [Totom, nepe-
BEPHYBIIIMCh, CIIMHOMW TOMBITATIACh OTKPHITh KPBIMIKY T'poda. Ta Bpome HEMHOTO CIBHHYJACH, HO
3eMJIU OBLIO CTOJIBKO, UTO €€ TSKECTh He MycKasia KPHIIIKY.

A HaBepxy Mexk]ly TeM ITPOMCXOJUIIO CIIEyIOIIEe.

— IMocroii-ka, Bacs, — ckazan poMaHTUYECKUN MOTHIIBIIMK. — CIIBIIIUIIB, BPOJIE IITyM KaKou-
TO U3-TIOJ1 3€MJIU.

— Cnal T, OIHAKO, HA BOJOYKY, — CEPAUTO CKa3al CKeNTUK Bacs. — MepemuTbesi BOH yxke
Havaso.

— Her-Her, Tbl nociyimaii!

— He npaButcst MHe Bee 9T0, — cka3ai Bacs. — [laBaii 3akarbiBaii ObicTpee, 1a MoeaeM B TOpOI.
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— O#i, Bpojie o1siTh, — HE C/IABAJICSI €ro HallapHUK.

Bacs crimoHys v Hadan padoTarh JIONAToi ObIcTpee.

— CMoTpH, KTO-TO OSKUT, JIIOIN KaKHe-TO.

— Kakue eme monu?

K HumM npubnmxkanack crpaHHasi KoMIanus. Briepeau, xpomasi, Oexall CpeJHUX JIeT My KIMHA
C MEPEBSA3aHHON T'OJIOBOM U PYKO B TMIICE, 32 HUM IIOCIIEBAJI KAKOU-TO CTApUYOK, CJIEJOM CTEIIEHHO
I11eJT MIJTUIIAOHEP.

— Croiite! — 3a0pa yesloBEK ¢ NepeBs3aHHOM ronoBou. — [IpekpaTure 3aKkanbiBath!

— Tam *kuBO¥ YeIOBEK, — MOAAEPKAT €ro CTApUYIOK.

— Yro 3TO BCE 3HAYUT? — CEPIMTO CIIPOCHIT Y MUTUIMOHepa Bacsi.

— [la BOT, 9TH rpaxkaaHe yTBEpXkIaloT, 4To B rpoly KMBasl KEHIMHA, — XMypO CKa3al MUJIU-
IIIOHED.

— 4 xe roBopusi! — 3aKpuyan «poMaHTUK». OH CXBaTWJI JIONATY U MPUHSUICS JUXOPAJAOYHO
packanbiBaTh Moruity. CTapuvok BeIpBai y Bacu nonary u cran momorarh eMy. YesnoBek ¢ nepeBsi-
3aHHOM TOJIOBOM Oeraj BOKPYT U BCEM MeIlaJl.

Banentnna CepreeBHa CHOBa yCbliliajia Kakve-To 3ByKH. BHauasie oHa HUYero He MoHsLIa, HO
MIOTOM JI0 Hee JIOILIO, YTO ee OTKarnbiBaoT. Heornucyemas paiocTpb, Kazanock, mpuaana ei cui. OHa
3aKpHyasa Tak, Kak, HABEpHOe, HUKOT/IA B XKU3HU HE KpUJaJa.

HaKOHCI_[ JIONAaThl CTaJin Oapariarb O KPLIIIKY rp06a, IIOTOM KTO-TO CIIPBITHYJI W 3allCTINJI
BepeBKU. [ pob MensieHHO moren BBepx. Pa3pancs ckpexer Metajuia o IepeBo, M KPBIIIIKa OT/eTesa
B cropoHy. Han Hell ckyioHuMch yennoBeveckue Jimia. Banentuna CepreeBHa y3Hana Mutio Bopo-
ObeBa 1 3abanyeBa. Muts ObLT OJleieH, TOJIOBa U pyKa ero ObUIM MepeBsi3aHbl, HO JIMIIO BBIPAXKAJIO
TaKyI0 pajiocTh, uTo cepatie [leTyxoBoi 3acTydano ermie ObicTpeit. 3abamyeB J1axke MpOCIe3uIcs, OH
Tpsic Basientuny CepreeBHy 3a pyKy M HUKaK He MOT NPUATH B ceOsl. [[Ba MOTMJIBIIMKA CMOTpEH
Ha BCE 3TO, OTKPBIB POT, IIOTOM OJVMH M3 HUX, BUIUMO Bacs, moctan OyThUIKy, HaTMI cebe CTakaH
X 3aJIIIOM BBIITNII.

—INocenena, Bcst HACKBO3b MOCEIENA, — HIEMIOTOM CKa3ajl Apyrol Mormisivk. Banentuna Cep-
reeBHa M cama 4yBCTBOBaJIa, UTO C HE UTO-TO Mpou3o1iio. OHa rmpoBesia pyKou Mo BoJocam U BOIPO-
CUTEJIbHO TIocMOTpesa Ha 3abanyeBa.

— Ha-na, — OpicTpo 3aKuBaj roioBoit oH. CJie3bl ¢ HOBOM CHJION OPBI3HYIIM U3 €T0 TJ1a3.

«Yero xe oH avyer? — ynusuiach [leryxoBa. — Bep Bce KOHUMIIOCH XOPOILIO».

— Muanuce ciopa, Iymayid, HE YCIeeM, — paJoCTHO Tapatopuwi Mwutsa. — Bee 310 ocuHOoe
THE3/10, — OH MaxHYJI pyKoii B cTopoHy JInxozmeeBku, — okpyskeHo. [Tocie CTpymca ocTaich 3amcKH,
1o HUM U pa3obpanuck. Kanko npodeccopa, u Komo xanko. Ho HUUero, Bce 3TH Mep3aBIibl yke
apeCTOBaHBI.

«Pa3Be ux MOXHO apecToBaTh?» — yauBUIach mpo ceds [eryxona.

Briepen BeICTYIIMII MUIMLIMOHEDP.

— Wrak, — ckazai OH HETOPOILIMBO, — BBl M €CTh rpakaaHka [leryxosa?

Banentnna CepreeBHa mepBblil pa3 BHUMATEJIBHO MOCMOTpea Ha MUATUAIIMOHEpa. OOBIYHBIN
MapeHb, KaKMX MHOTO. BestoOphIChIil, BECHYITYATHIN. .. BOT ToMbKO rm1a3a. .. OcTpble, MPOH3UTEbHBIE,
Y B TO e BpeMsl I71a3a APeBHEro craprka. Koro-to el OHM HAOMUHAIIH.

Hap ee ronoBoii mposeresa Oosbiast YepHas NTUIIA. . .
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Yacte 11

1

IToToMm yske momnsITanuch pa3odparbcs, ¢ Yero BCe 3TO Ha4ajloch, U TOIAA KTO-TO BCIIOMHUII O
KPHBOW CcTapyxe AHTOHHMXE. AHTOHMXa ObLIa M3BECTHAS IbsIHUYKKA, I1aTajlach JIeHb-JEHbCKOH OT
MarasuHa K MarasuHy: cooupasa MmycTble OyTBUIKM M K Beuepy OOBIYHO ObIBaia MbSIHEXOHBKA.

7Kuna oHa Ha MepBOM 3Taxe OJHOTO U3 OKPECTHBIX JJOMOB B TaK Ha3bIBAEMOW IBOPHUIIKOM,
IIOCKOJIBKY HEKOTOPO€E BpeMsl MeJia YJIuLLy.

U BOT ofHaKIBI IPSAMO C yTpa nproeskana 6abka K Mara3uHy ¥ — HeObIBAJIBIN CITyYaii, — KyIiB
BOJIKH, 1T03BaJIa K ceOe B KOMITaHMIO IBYX OOJITaBLIMXCS TYT K€ CTPakKIyIIMX OMOXMeInThes. Hanmus
TPACYIIMMHUCS PyKaMH MOJICTAKAaHA, OHA TYT K€ €ro BBIIINUJIA, & IOTOM MOBeJJajla CBOMM «IPUATEIIAM»
O TOM, 4TO ¢ Hel ciyumnock. [1o ee coBaM BBIXOIWIIO, YTO BYepa BEYEPOM OHA MPUTAIIIIACH K ceOe
JIOMOI1 «OUYeHb XOpolIasi», TYT ke YCHYJIa U MPOCHYJIAch CPEAM HOUYM OT YbUX-TO rosnoco. Criepsa
OHa HAYEro He pa3odpaja M MmogyMasa, 4To B KBapTupe HAeT Kakas-To ryiasHka. [lomo6Hoe, Kk cloBy
CKa3aThb, MPOMCXOIWIIO NIOYTH KakAbli JeHb. OHa pasiienuia ria3a v yBUela, 4To B KOMHATE TEMHO.
I'onoca ke pa3gaBaayuch PsIOM C HEW U CIIBIIIHBI ObUTM OYeHb SICHO. [ 0BOpUIM ABOE.

— CKyuHoO, 6aTIoIIKa, — CKa3aJl JKEHCKHUII ToyIoc.

— Jla, HeBeceno, — MOATBEPANI CTAPUKOBCKUIA XPUILIOBATHIA HAATPECHYTHIN TEHOP.

— CoBceM XWTbSl HE CTAJIO OT 3TOM MEJIO3THU, — MPOAOJIKAIA KeHIIMHA. — Bece mog kopeHb
u3Benn. A Belb Kakoe BpeMeuko Osuto! U Bee THI. ..

— Hy-ny, s TyT nnpy 4eMm, — CTapvK CEpAUTO 3arlbIXTeN, — Thl CIOBAM-TO MEpY 3Hail.

— He npubeii Th TOrma 310r0 npodeccopa, He Myapyi ¢ 6a00ii 3TOW — KWK Obl B THIIHA U
NoKoe. — B rosioce jkeHIMHbI OCBIIAIKICH CiepKUBaeMble pblaanus. — [floMHuib ero ciosa: «Bee
TYT acaabToM J1a GETOHOM 3aJIbeM>», — TaK M BBIIILIO.

— Ero cnoBa TyT HM IIpU YeM, — CEpANTO CKa3aJl CTapuK, — MOXKET, HE KOHUYH €ro TOrja, COBCEM
OBl HaC M3BEJH, Ja M BOOOIIIE, Yero Thl Pa3HbLIACH, pa3Be MbI TYT He X03sieBa?

— Kakue xo3sieBa? — KpUKHYJIa JKEeHIIMHA. — YeM TyT X035ICTBOBATh — MbHYYTaMU STUMHU.

babka AHTOHMXa Jiekasla HM )KMBA HU MEPTBA.

«Yro 3107 — AyMasa oHa co crpaxoM. — Vinm 1oMOBO# ¢ BeAbMOM rOBOPAT, WK Oesiast ropsiuka
HauuHaetcs? Bropoe BepHeil. .. »

— Ho cuibi-To eie octanmch, — IPOMOJIBUII CTApUK.

— W 4ro? — cipocuia keHIMHa.

— MOXHO TpsAIXHYTb CTAapUHOM, IOKa3aTh, KTO €CTh KTO. ..

— D), OaTIoIIKa, HE MMO3IHO JIn?

— He nozaHo, — ckazai crapuk, — 1a ¥ BOOOIIE: JIydllle O3JHO, YeM HUKOT/A.

Ha stom pasroBop 3akoHUMICA. AHTOHHXA ellle HEKOTOpoe BpeMs Jiexkasa, OOMupasi v Mpu-
CITyIIMBAsCh, HO Bce ObuIo THXO. [TooXk JaB ¢ momyaca, oHa Koe-Kak MOIHSAIACh U Ha LIBIIOYKAaX Mpo-
KpaJiach K BbIKJIIOYaTemo. BermbixHyn cBet. B komHate G110 mycTo.

AHTOHMXa HEJOYMEHHO OIJIsi/ieSla IPUBBIUHBIA pa3rpoM, IOTOM MoJie3/a B IIKad, e y Hee
Oblla MpUOpsATaHa YETBEPTUHKA, JOCTala ee, ceiaja NpsSMO U3 TOpJiblliKa M3PAIHBINA IJIOTOK,
HeyMeJIo NepeKpecTUIach U CHOBA YJIEIIach Ha CBOIO 3aCaJIEHHYIO KPOBATh.

Ha stom paccka3 6adku obopsasicsi. CoOyTHUIBHUKH CITyIIAIN CTApyXy C HHTEPECOM, Iepersis-
AbIBAJIMCh ¥ KOCWJIMCh Ha HEAOMUTYIO Oy ThUIKY. ITocie Toro kak 4acTh coiepkUMOro JOCTanach U UM,
3aBSI3AJICS1 OKMBJICHHBIA pa3roBop. CobecelHMKK B OMH TOJIOC 3asIBIJIM, YTO 0€3 HEUMCTOMH CHIIBI
31ech He oOoruiock. CTany BCIOMUHATH Pa3MyHble UCTOPHH U, TiepeOuBasi APYT Ipyra, paccKasbl-
BaTh MX CTapyXe — B HaJeXk /1€, YTO OHA PACKOILEIUTCS elle Ha OJHY OyThUIKY. Tak OHO U CITy4nIIOCh.
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Korzia mpukoHYWIN U ee, cTapyxa MOHecIa TaKyl0 OKOJIECHILY, UTO ee COOYTBUIBHUKAM CIENAIOCh He
1o ceOe. TOCKJIMBO TIIsi/Isl HAa OTOJIOYMEBIITYI0 0a0Ky, 00a OJTHOBPEMEHHO TIOyMaJId, YTo y Hee Oelast
ropsiuka.

Yepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMst KOMITaHHsI pa3omuiachk. baOka rmononsnia k cede JOMOi, a ee HOBOSIB-
JIEHHBIE JIpY3bsl — B CBOM HOPBI. BBUIO 9TO B KOHIIE 3UMBI. A IIe-TO Yepe3 HeleNo cTapyxa AHTOHMXa,
MPOJIOJIKUBINAS TTUTH OeCITpoOyIHO, HE CMOTJIa JOOPAThCs 0 POTHON KPOBATH U 3aMep3Jia MapTOB-
CKOI HOUBIO TOJ] TPUOOYKOM Ha IETCKOM TUIOIIAIKE B OKPYKEHHH OTPOMHBIX TEMHBIX MHOTOSTaXKHBIX
rpomaauH. HuKTO 0cOOGEHHO 1Mo Hell He ropeBal, a B JIBOPHUIIKYIO BCEIWIach pa3OUTHAs, Becenast
Mosofyxa. Pacckas crapyxu HECKOJIBKO pa3 ObLT MOBTOPEH ee COOYThUIbHUKAMU B Pa3HbIX KOMIIa-
HUSIX, HO 0co00ro ycrnexa He umen. O0 3Toi UCTOpHM TYT ke 3a0bUTH. A 3psi. ..
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Topon, rae mpoucxoauso AeicTBHE HAIIero MOBECTBOBAHMSI, BO3HUK, MOXKHO CKa3aTb, COBEp-
IIEHHO CJTy4aitHo. [0y B IIeCTUAECATOM reosyioru, Opozs 1o OKPECTHBIM JiecaM, HATKHYJIMCh Ha Oora-
ThIe MECTOPOXKJICHHUS. . .

Yero?

Jla Tak 1u yx) BaxHO, yero? B HapogHOM XO3sICTBE BCE CIOAUTCS: XOTh YPaH, XOTb yIrOJb,
r1aBHOe, UTo Goraroe. U XOTs 10 061aCTHOTO IEHTpa OBUIO BCETO HUYETO, KUIIOMETPOB TATHACCAT,
MecTa 3/IellIHIe ObLTH IITyXue 1 Hen3BeJaHHble. Kpyrom seca 1a 6010Ta, iepeBeHb MOYTH HET, OTHUM
cnoBoM, ryis! Henosnro aymast, pemmim CTpouTh psiioM C MECTOPOSKIEHUEM T'OPOYI.

VY Hac Tak: HAOYT MeCTOpoXAeHHe, Oarl! — Topol; ele MeCTOpOXAeHHe — elle ropoi. Tak u
pacTyT nogoOHbIe rOpo/a, Kak rprOBbI B Jiecy: He MOMMEIIb TOJIbKO, MOJIe3Hble WIN saoBuThie. Ho Kak
Obl TaM HU ObUIO, TOpOT poc. HazBanue emy nanu kpacuBoe: CBETJIBIH.

Jlo oGmacTHOTO IIeHTpa ObUIO HEJAJIEKO, KUJTbE B TE BpeMeHa CTPOWIIU ObICTPO, IEHbI' M TIATHIIH
HETIOXKe, U MoTsHyJcs B CBETIBI MPUIILIBIA HAPOJ, CO BceX CTOpPoH. bena Tonmbko, Mecta Tam ObLIH
HEeXOpolIre. BoJoT CIUIKOM MHOTO, CTPOUTD yX OOJNBHO HeynoOHO. Henmb3s cka3arh, 4TO CTPOMIIH
Ha rmycroM Mecte. Mimenach 1 iepeByIiKa co CTpaHHOBATHIM Ha3BaHKeM JIuxoneeBka. [la v To — Kakas
JepeByIIIKa, TaK, OfHO Ha3BaHue. CTOsII0 TaM BCEro HECKOJIBKO JOMMIIIEK, lecsITKa He HaOepetcst. [la
Y IOMUIIIKY Te ObUIM JTake He MPOIIUIOTo, a, BUAATh, MO3AMPOIIIOro BeKa.

KT0 B HUX *)WI1, cTpouTeM HE UHTEpecoBaIUCh. [lepBble ToMa BBIPOCIIH MPSIMO BO3JIE IOPOTH.
JIuxomeeBKy O BCeX CTOPOH OKPYKHITM KAMEHHbIE CTEHBI. 32XKIJTMCh OKHA B JIOMaX, 320pajia My3bIKa.
[epBocTpouTtenu Hapo[ IIYMHBINA: TO IUISAIIYT, To AepyTcs. [lepBoe BpeMsl MBITATNCh HAIATUTh C
JepeBEeHCKUMU KOHTAKT. OCOOEHHO YCep/ICTBOBAJIM MOJIOIbIE TTAPHU B HAJIEkKIE OTHICKATh CPEe/Iv NaT-
pUapXabHBIX XMXKUH CEJIbCKYIO HEMOCPECTBEHHOCTh. HO MoobiMu IeBKaMu, Cyfist TIO BCEMY, TaM
1 He naxyio. CHOBaJIM Kakue-TO CTapyxH, Ja U To peako. U eme ogHUM nprMaHuBania aepeBHs. Ha
CTpO¥Ke OBbLIT CyXOH 3aKOH, a YTO 3TO 32 3aKOH, KOTOPBIN ObI HE XOTEJIOCh HAPYIIIUTD?

— He moxeT Takoro ObITh, YTOOBI B 3TOW 4epToBOM JIMXomeeBke He 'HAM CaMOTOH! — opait
BBICOKMI PbIKMI NTapeHb, BEYHO XOJUBILIUI B 3aCTUPAHHOI IMMHACTEPKE, U3BECTHBIN Kak Butbka
Canep. — Ha cto npornientoB — rousit! Hioxom uyio!

OH KpyTHJICS BO3JIE JOMUIIIEK, MBITAJICS 3aTOBOPUTH C PEIKUMU CTApyXaMH, HO BCE HAITPACHO.
Torna orvyassHHbIN Cariep penmics Ha BbUIA3Ky, €r0 HeYBEPEHHO OTTOBAPUBAIIN, HO BTalTHE OKUIAIIH
TMIOJIOXKUTEHHOTO pe3yabrara. [Ipuiten oH mog yTpo ¢ BhITapallleHHBIMU TJIa3aMU U HaBCET/Ia YIUB-
JIeHHBIM JIIoM. Ho criupTHBIM OT Hero He naxJio. Ha MHOrourcieHHble BOIPOCH OH OTMATUYUBAIICS U
TOJILKO OJTakeHHO YJIbIOaIcs. DTo elnre OoJbIle 3aMHTEpecoBasio OKpyxaoiux. Carep ObUT U3BeCTeH
KaK TOBOPYH, CKENITUK M CKBEPHOCJIOB, a TYT MapHs CJIOBHO noaMeHw M. OH MoTJyall Win OTBeYa
HeBrona/. bosbiie HUKya HOUblo OH He XOIWJI, a JIeKaJl Ha KpOBaTH, YCTABUBIINCH B TIOTOJIOK, U €0
PbIKHE BOJIOCHI CTOSUIM TOPUKOM, KaK HadJIeKTPU30BAHHBIC.

JIvis omHAkK/IbI OH TIPOMOJIBIJT, HU K KOMY, COOCTBEHHO, HE 00paIiasich:

— BbIBaloT xe Ha cBeTe uyjeca!l

BkoHel1 3auHTpUroBaHHbIE TOBAPHUIIIY JIOBUIU KAXKI0€ €ro CJOBO.

JIHsa yepe3 Tpu Buteka nonan noxa tpaktop. Jlexa B J1y:xe KpOBH, C pa3JaBJICHHbBIMUA HOTaMH,
OH CMOTpeJI Ha TPSICYIIErocsi, OEI0ro Kak CHer TPAKTOPHUCTA W TIOBTOPSLT:

— Cnacu60, 6paTok, cracuoo.

Ckopo oH ymep. Ciyyaii 3TOT ¥ BOBCE OTITYTHYJI TPULILIBIA HApoj OT AepeBHU. HUKTO He moHu-
MaJt, B YeM TYT AeJI0, HO HOTY caMU OesKaJTi OT MPOKJIATOM nepeBHU. O Hell, Ka3anock, 3a0bim. OueHb
CKOPO BCE CBOOOIHOE MECTO BOJIb IOPOTHU ObLIO 3acTpoeHo. CTasy UCKaTh HOBBIE MOAXOAIINE TI0-
maau. B HECKOMBKMX KUJIOMETpax OT IepeBHU HATKHYJIMCh Ha OOIIMPHOE POBHOE TOJIE — UACATbHOE
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MECTO ISl CTpouTebcTBa. OTHAKO XOTS MPOEKTUPOBIIMKY U TIPOU3BETN U3BICKATEILCKUE PaOOTHI,
CTPOUTH Bce He HaumHaM. He ObUI0 KOMMYHUKAIIHIA, TO J1a ce. ..

Hakonerr mposiokuii B BEKOBOM JieCcy HECKOJIBKO TTPOCEK, U JIJIO 3aKHUTIETIO.

Ha crapoe knaaouiie nepBeIMU HATKHYJIMCH Teoiord. OHU ¢ TIOOONBITCTBOM TIOXOAWIIA CPein
JIMKOBUHHBIX 0OEIMCKOB. 3arisHyJIM B pa3pylieHHY0 4acoBHIO. [1oObBamM 31€Ch U MPOEKTUPOB-
IIUKHA. OHI/I HaAHECIN KJIaII6I/IHle Ha CBOH KpOKI/I 1 OTMETUJIU B )lOKJIaIIHOI;'I 3aItmckKke, 4To HpI/I IJIa-
HOBOMH 3aCTpoiiKe KJaaouie OyaeT oueHb MellaTh U ero, BUAUMO, Tipuaercs cHecTd. OIHAKO OHU
yHOMHHyJII/I, qTo BaXOpOHCHl/Ie CTapI/IHHOG 1 HE XYJIO 6])1 HpI/IFJIaCI/ITI) JJIA KOHCYHbTaL[I/II/I I/ICTOpI/IKOB,
4TO ¥ OBUIO CHEJIAHO.

[Mpuexan monomol mapeHs U3 OOJACTHOTO KPaeBeAUeCKOro Myses, 3ayMUYUBO MOXOAWI IO
KJIQIOWIITY, TIOIIENKaI (pOToarmapaTom, a IOTOM COOOIIMI PYKOBOJICTBY CTPOMKH, UTO KJIagOuIIe
MCTOPUYECKOM IIEHHOCTH He mpescTaBisieT. C TeM u yexall.

— K ueproBoii Mmarepu! — ckazan riaBHbI HHAKeHep. UTo 1 6bU10 McnonHeHo. [Togornany Oyib-
103ep, U CTaJbHbIe HOXKHU MOIUTM OOPO3/IUTh BEKOBbIE PYHHBI. BMUr cMenu B CTOPOHY MpaMOpHBIE
Y TPaHUTHBIE OOCJTUCKY, CPOBHSUIA C 3eMJiell yacoBHI0. [Lommanka Obl1a roroBa. Ha npyroit neHb
MPUCTYIIIIIN K 3aKJIajKe (PyHIaMeHTa OrPOMHOIO JIBEHAAIATUITAKHOTO MHOTOIIOIBbE3JHOTO I0Ma,
YHCJIMBIIETOCS Y CTpouTesiel mog Homepom 13. Bpore dero ocobeHHOro — 3akiaaka pyHaaMeHTa, a
K TUIOIAAKe cOexanach Bes CTporka. KaMeHIMKY, OTAETOUYHUKY, MOHTaXKHUKU — BCE CTOJITHIIHCH
y Kpas IJIOMAAKA B MOITYaHUH, HAOMIONast 32 MTPOUCXOMSIIIINM.

— Hexoporio MOruiku pymmTh, — FPOMKO CKa3aja MOXKWIasi MAISIpIIa, HA K KOMY KOHKPETHO
He oOparasick. [IpurIyleHHsI ITyMOK TOMIeN Mo psgaM. M BOT KOBII 9KCKaBaTopa Bpe3asics B
JKUPHBIA KJIaI0UIIEHCKUI YepHOo3eM. OOIIuii B310X MPOHECCs MEKLY JTIOAbMH.

[Touemy?

Benp 60bIIMHCTBO U3 HUX HE BEPUJIO HU B O0Ta, HU B uepTa. [la M HU Y KOTO He JIe)aTH B 9TUX
MOTMJIaX He TOIBKO POACTBEHHHKH, a M OTHAJICHHBIE MpeaKy. OIHAKO YeJIOBEK OCTaeTCs YeTOBEKOM.
Henpb3s1 clOKOWHO CMOTpPETh, KaK CHOCATCS LIEPKBH, PYIIATCS MAMSTHUKH, PA3PbIBAIOTCS MOTAJIBL.

[NepBble KOBIIM ObUIM HATIOTHEHBI OOBIYHOM 3€MJIEH, TOTOM 3eMJIS TTOIIUIA BIIEPEMEIIKY C TPyX-
JISIBBIMH JOCKaMU, OOPBIBKAMH TKaHHU M KOCTsMHU. KocTteil ObUI0 MHOTO, 3HAYUTEIEHO OOJIbIIE, YeM
npeArnonarajiocs. Buaumo, kiagouine ObU10 0YeHb JpeBHee, U 3aXOPOHEHHsT HACIauBaIMCh OJIHO Ha
apyroe. Koctu celmanuch U3 KOBIIA YEpHO-KEITHIM JOXKAEM, U MHOTUM CTajlo He 1o cede. OnuH
yeper OT/IeTes JajJeKo B CTOPOHY U MOAKATHIICS K CaMbIM HOTaM Mpopada, CTOSIIIETO BIIEPean BCeX.
Ero mycTbie r1a3HUIBI CMOTPEITH Ha JIOJEH 37I0Bele U MeYabHO.

[Noxunas Masisipia MoJa CIUTIOHY/Ia ¥, KPyTO NMOBEPHYBIIUCH, CTajla BHIOMPATHCS U3 TOJIIHI.
3a Hell noBaJIWIIM M ocTasibHble. Han KitagouieM B3BUIach CTast HEBEJJOMO OTKY/Ia B3SIBIIMXCSI BOPOH.
C npoH3UTEILHBIMU KPUKAMH MITHLIB JIETAJIM HaJl TIOTPEBOKEHHBIM 1paxoM. Kazasnock, BOT-BOT mpo-
M30UET HEMPHUATHOCTb. Tak OHO U CITyYHIIOCh.

BHesarHo 3KcKaBaTop ¢ HaJIPbIBHBIM T'yIEHHEM CTajl 3aBaIMBAThCS HAOOK, a MOTOM PYXHYJ,
MPOBAJIIIICS B KaKylo-TO siMy. TopYaiay TOJNBKO KpbIa a CTpesia ¢ KOBIIOM. JIioau, oToreaimme
OBLJIO, CHOBAa OPOCHITHCH K SIME.

W3 Hee ObLIM CITBIIIHBI ITyXHe KpUKU MayHuCTa. CKOpO OHU CMOJKJIU. [IBUTATENh MAIIMHBI
MPOJOJIKAN PaboTaTh.

— A BeJlb OH TaM yTOPUT, — BCTPEBOKEHHO cKasasl mpopad. — Hy-ka, peOsta, Gerure 3a BepeB-
KaMu.

Bckope HeckoJbKO 1I00pOBOJIBLIEB, OOBS3aB JIMIA MOKPBIMH TPSTKAMU, CITyCTUIIUChH B SIMY, U
Yyepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OHM BBITAIIMITN U3 KAOMHBI MOTEPSIBILIETO CO3HAHKME MAIIMHKCTA. [BUraresnsb
3arTyIIIN.

— Tam kakoe-TO Mmoa3eMeNbe, — PacCKas3bIBas JIIOOOMBITHBIM OIUH U3 100poBoJbleB. — [Ton u
CTEHbI KUPITUYOM BBUIOKEHBI.
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[Tpopad nocaameo Mopiwics. Hago Ob10 Kak-To 1I0CTaBaTh IKCKaBaToP.

Ho pa6oTs! mpogomkanvck CBOMM depeaoM. TpaHIien ObUTA TPOJIOKEHBI, U BCKOPE MOSIBUIICS
dbyrmament Oymymero goma. Ho monro eme mom caroramul CTpouTesield XpycTeid HEeBeIOMO UbU
koctH. VIu BIIpyT U3 3eMJIH BbUIE3ET OOPHIBOK OJieCTAIIEro raayHa. Haxoauam u crapuHHbIE IEHBIH,
B OCHOBHOM Me/ISIKM, KOTOPbIE KJIAJIM YCOMIIIUM Ha TJ1a3a.

[oroBapuBau, YTO CIyYaJvch HAXOAKU U MolieHHeW. Ho Tak i 3TO, HUKTO TOYHO HE 3HaJl.
Oco0eHHO YITOPHBIM OBLT CITyX, UTO OeTOHIMK [TopdupbeB Hallle MAaCCUBHYIO 30JIOTYIO LIETIh C eIlie
OoJiee MacCHBHBIM 30JI0TBIM KpectoM. Ha Bce paccripocsl TlopdupbeB OKpyIJIs riia3a M OTPUIIA-
TEeJILHO MOTAJI TOJIOBOU. BCKOpe OH paccuuTalicsi M COBCEM yeXall CO CTPOUKH.

DT CITyXU MPUBEHM K TOMY, YTO 10 HOYaM BO3Jie KOTJIOBaHA CTAIM MeJIbKaTh KaKue-T0 TeHU
¢ (poHapukamu. HoBosiBJIeHHbIE KJIaJOUCKATE/H IITHBIPSIA CPEIM Pa3phIThiX MOrmil. Kak-To yTpom B
OJIHOM U3 KOTJIOBAaHOB ObLIT HAWIEH TPYII, KOTOPbIH ObLT HACKBO3b ITPOTKHYT KYCKOM MPYTa OT CTApUH-
HOU orpajpl. D10 ObUI CBOM MapeHb, XOPOILO W3BECTHBIN Ha cTpoiike. [Ipreskana MUIUIHUS, JOJITO
pa3dupauCh, HO MPUIILTHA K BHIBOY, YTO MOJIOZIEI] CIIOTKHYJICSI B TEMHOTE M CaM HATIOPOJICS Ha MPYT.

Kax ObI TaM HE OBLIO, & HOYHBIE KJIAJOUCKATEIN UCUE3IIH.

JloM mocTeneHHO poc, HO Ha €ro CTPOUTENILCTBE CYJaINCh Pa3Hble MEJIKUe, a TO ¥ KPYITHbIC
npouciecTBrs. To BAPYT 3aBAJISITCS TOJIBKO YTO CJIOKEHHbIE KUPIMYHbIE TIEPETOPOIKH, TO PYXHET C
BBICOTHI 0a/IbsI C paCTBOPOM. Jla MaJjio Jii 4To ellie CIy4aaoch Ha BO3BEACHUH 3JI0MOTyYHOTro 0ObeKTa!

U Bce ke oM ObLI 3aKOHYEH, MYIIEH, KaK BOTUTCS, B CPOK, M B HEr0 Havajd 3acelAThCs
JKUJTBIIBL.

Bce kpyrom 3aachanbTipoBaiv, pa3oM BEIPOCTH Jpyrue JoMa, HO CTapoe KJIaaouIle HeT-HeT
12 ¥ 1aBajio o ceOe 3HaTh.

To Bapyr cpeau Mycopa OTBIIIETCS APEBHUI MPAMOPHBIA OOEJIUCK CO CTEpIIIeNCs HAIIUCHIO,
TO Ha JETCKOM IUIOIIAKE CPEIH JKEeITOro Mecka peOsSTUIIKA OTKOTMAIOT Yeperl.

Ho xwutenu He oOpaliiany Ha 5TH He3HAUYMTE IbHbIEe MeJIOUr BHUMaHUst. OHYM CTPEMUJIHCH YCTPO-
UTh cBOM ObIT. O03aBomMIMCh MeOeIblo, MallIMHAMK, KpPacuBbIMU JiIocTpamu. CJIOBOM, CIISIIVIN
KHUTb.

Tem BpemeHeM ObLIT IIOCTPOEH 3aBOJI, 34 HUM ellle OMH. BuepaliiHue cTpouTe 4acThio pa3b-
€XaJIUCh, YACTHIO CTAIM PadOTaTh Ha 3aBojax. Hparsl B CBETJIOM CTayi MsATYE, KEHCKOTO MOy OBLIIO
yXke B JJOCTaTKe, CJIOBOM, OH CTaJl OOBIYHBIM OOXKHUTHIM T'OPOJIOM, KaKUX COTHH Ha Hamiei PoiuHe.

A nepeyiika JInxoneeBka, 3axarast MeX/y OJMHAKOBBIMU CEPBIMU TPOMAJIaMH, MPOIOIIKaIA
CYIIIECTBOBATh CBOEH 0COOOH, HEBEIOMOI OKPYKAIOITIM XHU3HBI0. HECKOJIBKO pa3 ee MbITaIuCh CHe-
CTU TIOJ] TIPEJIOTOM, YTO BpOJie Melllajia OHA OXWBJICHHOMY IBVIKEHHIO, TIOTOM TIOSIBUJIOCH MHe-
HHE, YTO He BITMCHIBAIOTCS 3TU BETXUE JOMMIIKHU B IIPUBBIYHBINA OOJIMK COLMATUCTHYECKOrO ropo/a.
OpHako Bceraa 4To-To MeIaio: TO He MOIJIU BBIJICIUTh KBAPTHP IS IepecesieHrs] OOUTaTelel Cllo-
6omku. To BBISICHSJIOCH, YTO MECTO, TJIe OHA CTOWT, TIOYeMY-TO He TIOIXOAUT JJIsi CTPOMTEIILCTBA.
Bcerna kakue-1o 006CTOSATEIbCTBA MPETATCTBOBAIN CHOCY.

Tak u crosiia JepeByIKa B OKPY/KEHHU CTOJIETHUX JIMII, U KPOIIEYHasl ylIo4yKa B HEH Oblia
OOBIYHOM, JIepeBEHCKOM, He3aacdanbThpoBaHHON. Kykapekanu 1o yTpam meTyxu, Onesiii KO3bl, U
OKpYy:XaJl ee OyATO He3pHMBIH 3a00p. Peako-penko MOXHO ObUIO YBHIETH B HEH IOCTOPOHHETO Yeio-
BeKa.

Ho Bepremcs k oMy HOMep TprHaALATh. OH COXPAHUIT 3TOT HOMEp, KaK Bbl IOMHUTE, TIOJTY-
YEeHHbIH elle Mpu crpouTtesbeTBe. JJom Homep 13 mo mpocrekty XWMHKOB, JABEHAIIIaTUITAXKHBIH,
BOCBMMITOIBE3/IHBII, BMEIAJ B CBOeM OETOHHOM HYTpE ThICAUY C JIMIITHAM YeJIOBEK, CAMBIX Pa3HbIX:
pabouurx, MHKEHEPOB, MTPOJABIIOB, YUUTENIEH, Bpauel, MApTUHHBIX PAOOTHUKOB — KOTO 3/1€Ch TOJIBKO
He OBUIO.

W i, HaJlo CKa3aTh, TUXO, CIIOKOWHO, HY MPUMEPHO TakK, Kak *KUBYT Ha CBATON Pycu Bce —
ot Kenurcoepra, To 6ummp Kannauarpana, no Braausocroka.
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Pabora, TeneBu30p, Mo BHIXOTHBIM BOJOYKA, phIOaiika, TPHOBL. A rprOOB KPyrom ObLIO MPO-
MacTh; MEpBOE BpeMsi TPUOHMKOB pa3Besioch BUAMMO-HeBuauMo. [llactamm, rae Tonbko MoxkHo. Ho
COBCEM PsIZIOM C TOpOIOM ObUIM TTyXHe Jieca, 00oTa, MecTa KyTKHe, OlacHble, HeBeoMble. [1po-
naja pas KeHIIMHA — yIIUla 32 rpudamMu ¥ He BepHyJs1ach. Vckanu ee, MCKayy, /1a TaK U HE HaIIUTH.
Pemmmnu, ytonyna B 6omote. BbUTO elie HeCKOIbKO MOAOOHBIX CITydaeB. A OTHOTO 'pUOHHUKA — CKPOM-
HOTO TUIAHOBUKA W3 CTPOUYyNpaBJICHUS — WCKAIM TPH JIHS IMOCJIe TOro, Kak motepsuicsa. Haitu-to
HalUM, J1a Jydire Obl 1 He Haxonwiu. CoBceM JIpyroil 4eoBeK CTOsUT Mepes] TOMCKOBOM TPYITION.
Boroce! qp160M, T71a3a TopsT, PEIYMT, KycaeTcs, B pyKU He AaeTcs. Jla ¥ TOBOPUTH pa3ydwiics 3a TpU
IHSI, MBIYQJI YTO-TO HEWJIEHOPA3eIbHOEe, U JIUIIO TO U JeJI0 NepeceKasl HepBHbIN THK.

CBs3a111 HECYACTHOTO TUIAHOBHKA 2 M YBE3JTH MPSIMUKOM B <«KEJITHIA JOM».

C Tex mop mornuia 00 OKPEeCTHHIX Jiecax HefioOpas ciaBa. [ puOHast snuaeMus TyT ke TpOIIa.
Tosnbko Hanboee OTBaXKHBIE PEIIATUCH YITyONIsAThCS B JIECHBIE TPYLIOOBI, 1a ¥ TO HEHA/I0ITO.

W nonomnsnu no ropoay HesiCHble CIIyxd, OyATO B jiecax 3THX Heuucto. To KTo-TO BHUIEN Ha
00JI0Te HEeKOe CYILECTBO: BpPOJe YeJIOBeK, a Bpoae U HeT. CUAMT-Ae Ha KOUYKe U KaJIOOHO CTOHET.
Jlpyrue Cblany B JieCy JUKUM XOXOT U KyTKHA BOW. TpeTbl BCTpEUaCh JIUIIOM K JIMITY C HeBe-
JoMOU cTapyxou, BeutnTol Badoii fAroit. KoHeuHo, 310 ObUTH TITyIIBIE CKAa3KHW, HO BCE-TAKH. . .

Kaxk HU cTpaHHO, CITyXOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C KJIa0UIIIeM, He ObLIo coBceM. Bornee Toro, o Hem j1axe
He BcroMHuHaM. .. Ho BCKOpe OHO caMo HarmoMHHJIO O cede.
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3

Kgaprupa Homep 49 Haxonwiiack BO BTOPOM TOABE3/IE HA TIEPBOM 3TakKe, U KUJIA TaM CEMbSI
AUPEKTOpa MECTHOW MY3bIKaJIbHOM IKOJBI AnoyutoHa CtenanoBruva Kayro6oeBa. CeMbsi Kak ceMbs;
HUYEM OCOOBIM OHA HE BBIENSIIACH, Pa3Be TOJBKO TEM, UTO M3-3a JIBEpell KBAPTUPbI PA3HOCHIIACH
rpomkas oprenuanHasi My3bika. JKena Knyro6oesa — Matunbaa [anTteneeBHa — pabotana B TOH ke
IIKOJTe, BeJia Kiace popTenuaHo, a B CBOOOIHOE BpeMsl JaBajia yacTHbIe YPOKU. [leTeil y HuX He ObLIO.

Cocenu B 00meM-To He npu3HaBam KayToOoeBbIx 3a cBoux. [1o o01ieMy MHEHHUIO, M MyXK U
’eHa ObUTH BeChbMa CIIECHBBI, 3710pOBasiCh, €jBa KMBAJIM rojloBoM. HUKoOrma HU ¢ KeM He 3aroBapu-
BaJIM, CJIOBOM, BeJIM ceOsl Tak, Kak, 0 MHEHUIO MHOTUX, ¥ TIONOOAET BeCTU ceOsl JTIOsAM, HOCSIIIM
o4ku ¥ nuisy. Kpome toro, yromsisina GecripepblBHasi My3bIKa, Bce 3TH (Dyr' ¥ TaMMBbl. ATIOJJIOHA
CrenaHoBrYa B IIKOJIE HE JIIOOWJIM, HA3bIBAJIM 3 I71a3a AMOJUIOMKON. M yyeHuKam, U rpernogaBare-
JISIM He HPABHJIKCh €T0 CYXOCTb, IEAAHTUYHOCTD. 7KeHa, HalpOoTHB, MOJIb30BaIach OOIIEN cUMIIaTHeH,
MOCKOJIbKY ObLIA BECEJION U TTPOCTON B OOXO0KIEHUH JKEHIITMHOM.

HecmoTpsi Ha HecXokecTb XapaKkTepoB, KWK OHU JPYKHO. ENVHCTBEHHOE, YTO Oropyasio
00ouX, — OTCYTCTBHE JeTeil. AnoutoH CTenaHoBUY JAEHCTBUTEIHFHO OBUT CyXOBAT M 3aMKHYT, BITPO-
YeM, TOJIbKO CHapyXu. B myiie oH OblJT OUeHb CEHTUMEHTAJICH, CTBHIIMIICS 3TOTO U TIIATEIbHO CKPBI-
BaJI CBOIO YYBCTBUTENILHOCTh. B OMHOYECTBE OH MOT BCIUIAKHYTh, CyInas bpamca.

Wmericst y HEero JivIiib OIMH «ITYHKTUK», BRI3BIBABIIMI YyBCTBO J0CaIbl Y MaTUIIbIbI, — OH ObLT
BeJIMYANIINI akKypaTtucT. [lo ero MHeHMIO, KaxkJas Belllb JOJKHA HaXOAWUTHCS B pa3 M HaBCeraa
OTBEJICHHOM e MecTe. BpiBaso, OTCYTCTBHE OOYBHOM JIOKKHM MOPTHIIO €MY HACTPOEHHE Ha BECh JIEHb.
OnHako Takoe ciyvasiock He yacTo. [Topsiiok B KBapTHpe ObUT HeabHbIM. Bee Gniecteno u cBepKao.
Marunbaa, XoTsl ¥ He 0100psijia Ype3MEePHON aKKYPATHOCTH MYXka, TIIATENILHO CJIe/NIIA 38 YUCTOTOM.
Jla, coOCTBEHHO, 1 OeCOpPsIOK OBUIO HEKOMY YCTpauBaTh.

B T0 OKTAOpBCKOE YyTPO, YK HEM3BECTHO modyeMy, KHyToOO€B m0KeH ObUT MATH Ha PadoOTy
MO3XKe JKEHBI.

Koraa on ymbuics, moOpwIcs U 3aliiel Ha KyXHIO BHIIUTH CTAKaH valo, ee yxe He Obuto. [on u
CTeHBI B KyXHe ObLTM BBUIOXKEHBI OeJIbIM KadesneM, Kak B ONepallMOHHON WM MOJIOYHOM MarasuHe.

KHyTOOO0OEB HameBas Kakylo-TO MeJIOIUI0, HACTPOEHHE ero ObUI0 OTJMYHBIM, HO BMHUT HCIIOpP-
THJIOCh, KOT/Ia OH YBHJEJ Ha OEJIOCHEKHOM IOJTy JIY’KHILy KPacHOTO IIBETa.

«be3obpasue», — pazapakeHHO MOAyMas OH U, XOTsI TOPOITUJICS, TPUHEC TPSITKY U CTaJl BBITH-
patb 6e300pa3HyIo JTyKY.

— Yro 310 32 psiHb? — OH 0OMaKHYJI B )KUAKOCTh MaJIell ¥ TIOOHEC K Hocy. — Bpone KpoBb. .. —
«HaBepHoe, — mogyman Knyto0oeB, — skeHa MSICO U3 XOJOIMIbHUKA Pa3MOPaKMBAaJIa, BOT U MOTEKJIO.
BriBaet». OH HaBes MOPSIOK U TYT ke 3a0bUT O CITyUMBILIEMCS.

Anomton CtenaHoBUY, HAJIO OTAATh MY JOJKHOE, OCO3HABAJI, YTO OH 3aHY/a, U OYeHb ITOTO
crecHsuics. Ho uto oH mMor nogesnats? TakoB yx ObuT XapakTep. JKeHe OH HUYero He cKasall.

OpHako Ha Jpyroi JieHb, cOOMpasich Ha padboTy, OH OOHAPYKIJI HA KyXHE Ha TIPEKHEM MecTe
TOYHO TaKOE ke KPOBABO-KPACHOE TSTHO.

TeprieHnio npuies KoHel. YepThixasich, OH CXBATUJI TPATKY U TPUHSIICS JIMXOPAIOYHO BBHITU-
path 370MoMyuHyIo J1yxky. OH Ja)e He 3aayMbIBaJICs O MPUUYUHAX CTONb CTPAHHOTO cOObITHS. Bee
KHIIEJIO B Jy1ie. MbICIIEeHHO OH niepeOupat BCe SI3BUTEIIbHbIC U YHUUITOXAIOIIUE CJIOBA, KAKUE CKaXeT
npu BcTpede cynpyre. Koe-kak HaBe[ist MOPsIIOK, OH MOMYAJICS B My3bIKaJIbHYIO IIKOTy. Ha nepemene
Hales KeHy M, OTO3BaB B CTOPOHY, YCTaBWJICSI HA Hee THEBHBIM B3IVISIOM. SIpOCTb €ro HECKOJIBbKO
yJleryiach, HO HOBOE TOJ03pEHHE 3aKpajioch B ayiny. KHyToO0eB perw, 4yTo BCe MOACTPOEHO CIelH-
QJIBHO, YTOOBI JOCTABUTh €My HETIPUSITHOCTb, BBIBECTH U3 cedst. COOCTBEHHO rOBOPsI, TIOBOIOB TaK
AyMaTh OH HE MIMeJI M BCe K€ TION03PEBAJT YTO-TO HEXOPOIIIee.

— B yem z1esio, AouioH? — HEIOyMEHHO CIPOCHJIA XKEeHA, BIVISIBIBASICh B Pa3bsipeHHOE JIMIIO.
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— ThlI e1ie cripainmBaeliib, B 4eM JeJ10, — 37I0BEILIMM IernoToM npousHec KHyro0oes, — THI elnie
ClpallvBaelsb!..

Marunbaa JIMXOpaJouHo Nepedupana B yMe IPUYMHBI, KOTOPhIE MOIJIM JIOBECTH €€ MyKa JI0
TaKOTO COCTOSTHHMSI.

«Boke, — ¢ yxkacom mogymaia oHa, — HEyKeJIu OH y3HaI...»

Hecmotps Ha BeicOKMe MOpasibHble IpUHIMITEL Matuibabl [lanTeneeBHbI, BOAWINCH U 3a HEW
rpemiku. CkaxeM, yBjeueHue mpenopaBaresnieM ¢pusBocnutanuss CeipoBareix. Poman ux ammiics
JOBOJILHO JJABHO, HO 0 CUX TIOP, 110 MHEHMI0 MaTuiibpl, 0 HEM He BeJlasia HU offHa jayiia. Heyxenu
HACIUIETHUYATN ?

Opnnako Matuiibia 3Hasa, 9To Cynpyr ee ObLT He PEBHUB, U €CJIU YTO-TO MOIJIO KPEMKO BHIBECTH
ero u3 ceds1, TO ITO CKOpee BCEro Kakoh-To OBITOBOM HEMOpsI0K. [109TOMY OHa K aajia MpoaoKeHHUS.

— Bropoii aeHb 3Ta rpsasb Ha Moy, — IPOAOJIKaI 37I00HO HIUIETh ATIOJJIOH.

— Kakas rps3p? — HemoyMeHHoO Tniepecnpocuia Matuiba, mpo cedsi ¢ o0sierayeHreM rmoaymas,
YTO CTPaXH €€ OKA3aJIUCh HAIPACHBIMH.

Wuorna, pa3mbIIniss 0 ceMeHOM KU3HH, OHA CIipalimBaia ceds: a criocodeH Jim ee KHytoOoeB
Ha HACTOsIIIIee MYKCKOE€, CBUPENOe YyBCTBO peBHOCTH? Ee Tak M MOgMbIBajIO MPU3HATHCS B CBOUX
M3MEHaX M MOCMOTPETh, KAK OH Ha 3TO MPOpearnpyeT, HO OCTOPOKHOCTh Opajia BepX.

A AnomioH MCKIAY TEM IPOOOJIKAJI BLICKA3bIBATh BCIO HAKOIIMBINYIOCA B €r0 AYIIE ropeydb 1o
MOBO/IY HEAKKYPAaTHOCTH CYMPYTH.

— Bropoii 1eHb, — HyJes1 OH, — 3T KPOBaBbI€ MSTHA HA TOJTY, U 51 BBIHYKAEH CaM UX BBITUPATh.

— Kakas kpoBb? — uzymmunace Matuibia.

— Hy ot msca unm ot vero tam enie? — ANOJJIOH A0CAIJTMBO JEPHYJ FOJOBOU.

— Y0 THI, JOPOTON, — MaTuiibaa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA CBOIO IIPABOTY M Iepelula B HACTYIUICHHE, —
HUKAKOro mMsAca 4 HE pa3MOpaxuBalida, Tbl YTO-TO HyTaC]_Hb!

ATOJUTOH 3aK01edacs, OH MOHSLI, YTO 3[eCh UYTO-TO HE TaK.

— JlagHo, noma pazdepemcs, — OypKHYJI OH, YCIIBIIIIAB 3BOHOK Ha YPOK.

JloMotii rocie paboThl OH MPHIIET BMECTe C KEHOM, 00sICh, UTO B €r0 OTCYTCTBHE OHA MOXKET
YHUYTOXHTDH BCC YJIMKU U OH OKAXETCA B AypaKax.

«Crespl TOJKHBI OCTaThCsl, — AyMaJl OH, — Ha TPAIKE, Ha MOy. ..»

EnBa ycneB otrneperh ABepb, OH TYT ke MoOekasl Ha KyXHIO, CTaJl IPUCTAIBHO BCMaTPUBATHCS
B CBepKaommii Oesbiv kadenem noin. Hu eaunoro nsatHeika KHyTo0oeB He 0OHApYKUIT.

OH ¢ mogo3peHreM MocMoTpesT Ha cyrnpyry. MoxkeT ObITh, B €r0 OTCYTCTBUE OHA IpHOerasia
JOMOM U HaBeJia MOPsIIOoK ?

— Hy, AnosuioH, — rpo3HO IPOU3HECIIA Ta, — IJIe Ke 3Ta MPECIOBYyTas IPsi3b?

KHyTto60eB pactepssHHO ynbiOHyncsl. [IoToM OH BCIOMHMII O TpsINKe, Ha HEW HaBEpHSKa
AOJIKHBI COXPAaHUTLCA CJICbI, BEAb OH €€ HE ITPOIIOJIaCKUBAJI. On IMPUHEC TPAIIKY U CTaJl €€ IPpU-
cTaJIbHO paccMaTpuBath. Ho, yBbl. Hukakux ciieoB KpoBHM Ha Hell He ObLIO.

— 4 Tpebyio oObsicHeHmit! — erie Gosiee TPO3HO Mpou3Hecna MaTtuibaa. — dta 6e300pa3Hast
CLIEHa B IIIKOJIE Ha I71a3aX YYEHUKOB, 5 IO KOHIA AHSI He MOIJIa COCPEOTOYUThCs. TyT U3 CHIT BHIOH-
BaellbCsl, BbUIM3bIBaeIb Bee. M BOT oHa, OnarogapHocTb. — OHa BBIpBaJIa y HErO U3 PyK TPAIKY U
IIBBIPHYJIA €€ Ha ToJI. — $] Kakasi-To loMarHsist paObiHs!

Bembimka sipoctu cynpyru okoHuyareabHo cMyTia Kayroboesa. OH Hayausl 4To-TO HEBHATHO
JIenieTarh O JIyke, BTOPOU JIeHb MOSIBJISIIOIIEHCS Ha TIONTY, O TOM, YTO OCO3HAET HeJIeTIOCTh COOCTBEH-
HOT'O MeJaHTU3MA. . .

Marunbaa, He ciymasi ero, NMpuHapsiiuiach, Hakpacuiach W, OpocwB uepe3 miedo «S k
JlioGare» (JIroOara OblIa ee JTydIiei moapyrou), XJIOMHYJIa IBEPhIO.

KnyTto6oeB octancs oquiH. OH yHBUIO TIOOHSUI C TOJa TPAIKY, OTHeC ee Ha Mecto. [lotom
MEPEKYCUJI, CEJl IEPE]] TEJICBU30POM, IIPEABAPUTENILHO BBIKJIIOYMB 3BYK, Y, MAIIMHAIBHO TS, KaK
durypku pyTOOIUCTOB CyeTsTCs Ha IMoje, CTal Pa3sMBIILIATh. [IpOKIIsiTOe MATHO HE LUIO y HEro
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13 rosioBel. OTKy/1a OHO MOTJIO B3SIThCSI? MaTuiibia CBOIO MPUYACTHOCTh OTpUIaeT. MOXeT ObITh, C
MOTOJIKA HaKamnasao?

Han Humn xuniii Kakre-To MoJ03pUTESIbHBIE TMYHOCTH, B KBAPTUPE Y KOTOPBIX, CY/Is IO BCEMY,
TMIOCTOSTHHO TapuJI Npa3aHuK. MiHOroa cpem Hour OHU ycTpauBaiy OyiHbIe MUIsICKH. Torna moTonok
xoau1 xomyHoM. City4daioch, 3TH IUISICKU NIEPEXOUIIA B TOOOMIIIE — TOT/IA XOAYHOM XOIMJT HE TOJIbKO
MIOTOJIOK, HO U CTEHBI.

KHyTo60eB nobexan Ha KyXHIO, BKJIIOYMJ CBET U BHUMATEJIBHO OCMOTpes NoToNoK. Her, oH
ObU1 yncT. Ho Bellb JOJIKHBI ke OCcTaThCsl Kakue-HuOyb crebl — KHyToOOeB 03a/1aueHHO YCTaBUIICS
Ha I10J1, — TeM O0Jiee OH XOPOILIO TOMHMJI, YTO BBITEP 1101 BechbMa HeOpekHO. OH pa3bIcKas JIyIy, BCTA
Ha KOJICHU U BHUMATEJIbHO UCCIICI0BAJT KaKAYI0 TPCIIUHKY, Ka)KIlbII;'I OB MEXKAY IJNIMTKaMU. He 65110
Y HaMeKa Ha YTO-TO KPacHOro IBeTa. «[la Opuia mm 310 KpoBb? — nogyman Kuyroboes. — Moxer,
Kpacka? A Moxer, MHe noMeperuiock?» Ho nBa nus nmoapsaa? [a v panbiie HU4ero noroOHOro oH
3a co0oil He 3ameyall.

Tak 1 He pa300paBIIKCh B CIyduBIIeMcsl, KHyToOOeB peru jieds crarh.

<<CJIy‘IaIOTCH Ppa3HbIC HEOOBSICHIMBIE ABJICHUA, — AyMaJl OH, JIC)Ka B KPOBATH, — PA3HBIC TaM
HJIO...»

B sTOT MOMEHT pumia MaTI/IHL)Ia. brina ona B MPUITIOJHATOM HACTPOCHHHU, OT HEE AABHO I10I1Aa-
XMBaJIO BUHOM, HA My’a OHa JJa)ke He B3IVISIHYJIAa U TYT K€ CTaja FOTOBUTHCS KO CHY. [ s, Kak ¢
ee MOJHBIX OeJbIX TUIeY COCKAIB3BIBAIOT OpeTenbky mdurka, KHyToO0eB TOCKJIMBO Pa3MbIIUISLI O
CBOEM HECHOCHOM XapaKTepe U O BBITEKAIOIINX OTCIOIa HEYJ0OCTBAX.
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4

Houblo OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 BCKaKMBaJ, Oerai Ha KyXHIO U, BKJIIOUHB CBET, TPOBEPSLII, HE MOSIBU-
Jach M KpacHasi Jyxa. Ho Bce Obu1o umcto. PazOyani ero yTpomM MCTOIIHBIN KpHK keHbl. ClioMs
rosioBy Knyto6oeB nmodexain Ha KyxHio. Ero Matuibaa B HOUHOH pyOaliike CcTosiia ocpeau KyXHH
Y BBITAPAILICHHBIMHU I71a3aMH CMOTpeJia Ha 4To-TO Ha noy. OHa GoJbllie He Kprudasa, a TOJIBKO Oec-
CMBICJIEHHO IieBesniia rydamu. CHayana KHyToO0eB pelmi, 4To Takoe BrieuaTieHre POr3Beo 3710-
MOJTyYHOE KpPacHOE MSATHO, BHOBb BO3HMKIIEE Ha nony. Ho, mpucMoTpeBIInCh, OHSII, YTO BMECTO
MsATHA TOSBIJIOCh KOE-YTO JIpyroe. B mepBblii MOMEHT OH He COOOpa3ml, YTO UMEHHO, HO, TIPUCMOT-
PEBILKCh, PAa3IMUWII Ha KaeabHOM MOy JIMLIO YeJIOBEKa.

Ha! D1o OpUTO camoe HacTOsIIEee YeTOBEYECKOe JIUI0, CMOTPEBIEe Ha HUX C Ka(esIbHBIX ILIU-
TOK. VIMeHHO 3T0 Oosbliie Beero v Haryraio Martwiby. B3risig uenoBeka ObUT MCTIONHEH CTPa/IaHuUs.
JIuo nepekoieHo KOHBYJILCMBHOM rpriMacoit 6onu. Ho camoe critbHOE BrievaTsieH|e MpOrU3BOIMIIH
r1a3a. OHY, Ka3aJ0Cch, MOJIMJIM O oMoIy. M300paxeHue — TUI0 MyKUMHBI JIeT COpOKa ¢ 60poioi n
ycaMu — ObUIO B HATYPAJIbHYIO BEJTMUUHY. [IMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, BUIMMO, KYIPSIBbIE OT MPUPOIBI, CITUTI-
Jmch oT noTa. KHyTOO0€B J0JIT0 CMOTpes Ha ToJ, He B CHJlax momeBeauThess. Co3HaHMe OTKa3bIBa-
JIOCh TIOHSITh, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. [TOTOM OH BCTaI Ha KOJIEHH U MPOBEJ MO M300pakeHuo pykou. [lox
JIaIOHBI0 ObLTa COBEPILIEHHO IaaKas KadenbHas MoBepXHOCTh. Kazasnock, Ha TuimTKax Obljia oTrieva-
TaHa (potorpadgusa. MaTuibia Toxke OIyCTUIACh PSAAOM.

— KpacuBbliil MykurHa, — cKa3ajla OHa € IPOXKbIO B TOJIOCE, — UHTEPECHO, KTO 3TO TaKOW?

— MHrepecHo apyroe, — 3alyMUMBO MMPOU3HEC ATIOJJIOH, — UTO BCE 9TO 3HAYMUT U IOYEMY IpO-
WCXOOUT UMEHHO B Halllei KBaptupe?

— Moxert ObITh, 3TO YbsI-TO HIyTKa? — MPEATONOKUIIA CYIIpyTa.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

[TpounTaiite 3Ty KHUI'Y LIEJIMKOM, KYIIMB IIOJIHYIO JIETaJIbHYI0 Bepcuio Ha Jlutpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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