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I'nasa 1. Illogapox

B nokosix npuHIieccsl BUoneTThl cTeHbl 3a1eIeHen U3HYTPY, HEB3UPasi HA PACKAJICHHbIE YN
B ’KapPOBHSX U MBIIIYIIUI )KapoM KaMUH. VIcKpsIyecs: y30pbl BBIIVIAIEN KaK XULIHBIE ITULBI C OCT-
pbiMu 3yOamu Ha KimoBax. Mimneparop CeBepa Moka3biBasl CBOU IHeB. [Tokas3biBajl, YTO HUYTO HE
CMACET €ro HEBECTY, €CIIM OHA HE TIOKOPUTCS €r0 BOJIE.

Tak cTouT 11 CONPOTUBIATHCS ?

JlerTa 3anaxHysia MOIJIOTHEE PHICHIO 11y0y, HAKMHYTYIO Ha IJIeYH, OrPy3uia Majblbl B MSITKUNA
Mex. [logapok MonIoIoro ropHoro mMara, ee TeJIOXPaHUTeNsl, 3aUINAI OT XOJ0AA JIyYIle KapOBHU.
Ei1 nokazanock, 4To BOJIOCKH MeXa 4yTb CBETATCA. VI 3T0 Urpasu, oTpaxasch, HeOecHble Criooxu?

DTOI HOYBIO JIACXU YCTPOWJIM heepHio, OTMEYask IOMOJIBKY CBOEro ummneparopa. PagyxHble
CHUSTHUS Pa3JIUBAIMCH HA TIOJIHEOA, UTPaJi, pUCYsl CBEPKAIOIIMX KOHel U HeOeCHbIe CaJlbl, CBUBAJIICH B
JKUBBIE Y30Pbl, HEITPEPHIBHO MEHSIIOIINECS, CJIOBHO IO MPHUKa3y 00KeCTBEHHOTO quprikepa. CeBepHast
HOYb YOWIiCTBeHHa 1151 cMepTHBIX. Ho 1 mpekpacHa.

Buonerra cuzena B kpecie y OKHa, JIIoOysCh B HeOecax CHSIIOIIUM PUCYHKOM 3pUMOM peyuH, U3
KOTOPOM He MOHUMaJIa HU cjioBa. Ho He Moryia OTBeCTH I71a3, oKa He MpOoJaporva.

— Bariie BbicoYecTBO, BaM HYXKHO TOCIIaTh, YTOOBI YTPOM, XOTsI ¥, KOHEYHO, BEChMa YCIIOBHBIM
B MOJIAPHYIO HOYb, BBINJISIIETh IOCTOMHO, — HAIIOMHWJIA TIPUHIIECCE ee Kamep-peisinHa, jJeau Mca-
Oeb.

O6e dpeitnunbl, Vicabens u 0uraiin, cnai TyT ke, XOTs UM OblTla OTBe/IeHa OT/Ie/IbHAsI KOM-
Hata. Ho B MOKOSIX rOCMOXM LIAPUJT TAKOW aJICKUH XOJIOA, YTO JaMbl OOBEIUHUIINCH, HEB3Upas Ha
CTaTyChl, EPETALIIIN KAPOBHU U CABUHYJIM AUBAH U cOy MOOIMXKE K JIOKY ITPUHIIECCHI.

— a, Vcabenb, — kuBHyna Buonerrta. U ropeko ycMexHyacek: — Mapiiena Tak U He BEpHYIach.

— Hert, rocnioxa.

Tperpsi (ppeinivHa, CONPOBOXAABIIAS HEBECTY M3 OTUEro JOMa K KEHMXY, Jienu Mapiena,
rocJie GercTBa roCHoOXK ¢ TOPKECTBEHHOTO Y)KUHA B UECTh MIOMOJIBKU OCTAJIaCh CHIETh HA KOJICHSIX
MMIIEpaTopa.

Bonbiiee ynmxenve Buonerte TpynHO ObLIO MPeICTaBUTh, HO OHA YK€ HE COMHEBAIACH, UTO
MCTUTENbHBIN Biaabika CeBepa MpuayMaeT AJisl Hee ellle YTO-HUOY/Ib.

U Bce u3-3a ee mpockOBI MOUTHUTH MaMsATh Kopoiisi Pobepra, ee morudiiero orna. [1pockObr
COOJTIOCTU BEKOBBIE TPAJUIIMM U OTJIOKHUTH CBaIbOy Ha BpeMs ee Tpaypa. Pa3zBe oHa MHOroro mnpo-
crna? Kakoui-to ron! Beero ouie rom.

U tenepr Buonerra 3agymanace: a Kyza Tak Toponurcs umneparop Ansp? HacuinbHo ee B3STh B
JKEHBI OH He MOXKET — JIOTOBOP 3aKTI0UeH Marnueckuil. Ho ynpsiMcTBO HEBECTHI €ro Tak B30EeCHII0, UTo
AJ3p perui NpuHyIuTh ee Tak Wi uHaue. M cBoil maHTaxk Havyal ¢ coOnazHeHus e Mapiiesbl.
Mo, pa3 BuoneTta oTkazanach yCKOpUTh CBab0y, TO TPETh €ro MocTelb Oy/ieT ee (ppeilyinHa.

JleByIlIKa CTHCHYJIA KyJIaKH, YYBCTBYS, UTO OSCCHIIbHBIN T'HEB MEIIAET €M JIbIIIATh.

Hano nocnare. Hajo ObITH Ha BBICOTE W HE MO3BOJIUTH MOTYIIECTBEHHOMY MEp3aBIly M €ro
CBOpE cMesAThCA Haj Hed. Han ee 3arsiakaHHBIMM IJIa3aMHM U OMYXIIUM JIMLIOM, HaJl XJIIONAKIIUM
HOCOM I1IecToil fouepu koposist Pobepra.

Ho, xoraa cusinus u pefiepBepKy yraciiv, Bo3Bpaliasi YepHoMy Oapxaty HeOa 3Be3/IHbIN OJlecK,
a 1o JIBOPILLY M HaJl CEBEPHOM CTOJIMLIEN MPOJIETES] MEJIOANYHBIN XPYCTaIbHbIM 3BOH, ONOBEUIABIINN

O Ha4YaJIC OHA, Buonerra Bce ellie He COMKHYIJIa TJ1a3.
% 3k ok
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He cnana u nenu Vicabenb, CKBO3b pecHUIIBI HAOMIOAAS 32 UMIIEPATOPCKOW HEBECTOM, el Oe3-
YKOPU3HEHHO KPaCHUBbIA MPO(WIb C TOYEHBIM HOCOM M OKPYIJIBIM BBICOKMM JIOOM BBIJEJISUICS Ha
(boHe MepLaIMX CIIOIOXOB OKHA.

Mano ... TlonHOBecHasi Marmveckasi KJsTBa, B3fiTass ¢ (ppeitymmHbl KoposneM Pobdeprom,
3acTaBJIsyIa ObITh BTPOMHE OIUTENILHOM, ITOKa IiecTas 10ub PoOepTra He poauT, a ee peOSHOK He MOoTy-
YHUT OTHEHHOE OJIaroCcJIOBeHre OT Opara, YHAC/IeIOBABIIEro TPOH U Maruio.

AX, eci Obl He KJISTBA, €CM Obl KOPOJIb, STOT MPOKJIATHIN PHUKUI OBIK, HE TIPOSIBUI HEOXKHU-
JAHHYIO IPO30PJIMBOCTh B caMblil ocsieiHui MoMeHT! HaBepHsika emy KTO-TO MoJCKa3all, HAyChbKaJl.
W 3TOT NMpOHUIIATENbHBINA «KTO-TO» HE MOKET ObITh HUKEM WHBIM, KaK BEHPUIHOM, HACTABHUKOM
npuHua Jlsiipuxa.

UepHornasslil ¥ XOJIOTHOKPOBHBIN Kpacasel] Parap — BOT KTO BHHOBEH B TOM, YTO YTOHYEHHAsI
noub reprora Jleckapa Tenephb B MOJTHOM CMBICTIE CJIOBA MPO3si0aeT Ha Kpako 3eMJIH, IJie OHA HOYb
IUINTCA 11oaroga!

HMcabenb BCOMHMIIA XOTOAHBINA M OCTPbIN, KaK JIe3BHE HOXA, B3IJIsA] BEHpHIHA, NIepeXBaTUB-
IIero ee y Apeped B mokou npuHna Jlsiipuna. M Bcio Ty 6e300pa3Hyio ClieHy BCIIOMHMIIA, M CHOBA
COIPOTHYJIaCh OT yKaca.

Oma B TOT Beuep IpuHecIa MPHHILY 3alMCKY OT PUHIIECCH BHOJBI U peliia BOCTIONb30BaThCS
IITAHCOM, CZeJIaTh Iar 1Mo MyTH, KOTOPBIA el popounia crapas 6abka-1aMaHKa M ee POIHOW OTell,
KOTOpBIY Criajl ¥ BUJEJ Ha TOJIOBE €ro €IMHCTBEHHON JJ0Uepy KOPOJIEBCKYI0 KOpoHy. [lomyuuts ee
ObLT JIUIIb OIVH JOBOJILHO TIPOCTOM MyTh — BIIOOUTH B ceOsl IOHOTO MpUHIA JISprHA U BBIATH 32
HEro 3aMYK.

Bce npyrue KOpoHBI MUpa OXPaHSJIMCh TPAAUIUSAME MPECTOJIOHACIEUS WM K HUM HEeBO3-
MOXHO OBLIO MPOOPATHCS UyKaUKe C IIAYHCKON KPOBBIO M Marvien.

VY caMux IIayHOB KEHIIMHBI HE JOIMYCKAIUCh K MPSIMOM BJACTH, a OBITh MEPBOM TOCHOKOM
rapema M BCIO JXM3Hb ITPOBECTH B IPS3rax M 3MEUHBIX MHTPUTAX — HE T YUaCTh, O KOTOPO MEUTaJIOCh
ymuwuie Mcabenb.

¥V COI03HBIX IIayHaM 3eJIeHbIX MaroB MpY BCEM MX MHOTOOOpa3suy MMeslach HeM3MeHHas Tpa-
JUIKS — TPOH HACJIEIOBAIM TOJIBKO JIETH C MHCEMCKON Marveu.

ApUHTBL... Y HUX KHATUHS MaJlo YeM OTIMYaiach OT CIyKaHKU. JKeHIIMHa oOsi3aHa BECTH
JIOM U XO3SIICTBO, ITyCTh 3TO U IBOPELl, TOTOBUTH CYINPYTy CAMOJIMYHO YTPEHHIO Kallly, CIeAUTD 32
JeThMHU U 3alMIIATh UX C MEYOM, eCJ IMoHanoouTcs. Mcabens He mpeacraBiisiia ceOsl HU C MEUOM,
HU C TOBAPEIIKOM.

CeBepHble Maru — BEKOBbIe Bparu mayHoB. [la u 0 TpexcoTieTHeM umreparope ymuuia Mca-
6eb yxe OblTa HACHIBIIIIaHA U TIPEKPACHO MOHMMAJIA, YTO el He 1Mo 3y0aM HU 3TOT BO BCEX CMbIC/IAX
OTMOPOKEHHBIN Mar, HU ero J1eTy. [la 1 Kakow CMBICI, €CJTU CTPa/IaBIINI MapaHoei uMreparop Aap
MMeJT JypHYIO IPUBBIUKY Ka3HUTh HACJIEJHUKOB 10 Mepe UX MPUOIMKEHUs K 3aBETHOU KOpoHe?

A B benoropbe KOpoJeBOil MOKET CTaTh TOJBKO TOpHasi BeJpbMa — pusHHA. OHU U CBOUX-TO
JKEHIIIMH He TOPOITUJIMCh BO3BOIUTH HA IyCTOBABIIMI MOJTOPA BEKA TPOH.

N uto ocraercsi B Mupe?

Tonbko HEOOMBIIOE, CTa00e, HO OYEHb BHITOJHO PACHOIOKEHHOE KOPOJIEBCTBO ['apaapyHT u
eIMHCTBEHHbI HACNIETHNUK, KPOHIPpUHII JIsiipuH. M 4TO ¢ TOro, YT0 MasbyuMINKa Ha YEeThIpe roaa
MJTa/IlIe YeCTOMIOOMBOM 10;KaHKU M 3HATh HE 3HAET O €€ CYIIECTBOBAHUH ?

V3Haer.

Bmo6urcs.

Kenurcs.

HNcabenb kpacuBa, 3HaTHa, yMHa M OocTopokHa. OHa — Mar. OHa 3HAaeT HEKOTOpble I0XKHBIE
TalHBI ¥ IOMOXKET B TIeperoBopax ¢ mayHamu. OHa 3HaeT BCe CEKPEThl rapAapyHTCKOTO JBOPA M CTa-
HET UeaIbHOM OMopoil ropHoMy qukapio. Kto eine, kak He oHa?
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A cTaB KOpPOJIEBOI, OHA OCYIIIECTBUT MEUTY TaHBIX ITOKPOBUTEJICH €€ CEMbH, J1a U BCEX I1IayHOB
— BEPHET KEJITOMY IUIAMEHU OKKYIMPOBAaHHbIE OTHEHHBIMHU Kopossmu 3emid. U Bech [apnapyHT
BIIpUJavy, BIUIOTh 10 Benbix rop. A eciu BCIIOMHHUTB, YTO U caMu benble ropsl (popmasbHO ere
B COCTaBE KOPOJIEBCTBA, TO OTKPOIOTCSI COBCEM TOJIOBOKPYXKUTEJbHBIE MepcrneKTuBsl. .. O, Mcadennb
OCTaBHT CBOE M1 B BeKaX, ee OyayT HOMHUTb U OOTOTBOPUTD, TIOKA TOPUT B IIIAYHCKHMX OYarax eJroe
riams!

K rapmapynrtckoil kopoHe oHast VcaGenb Havyana BOCXOXKJIEHUE 3arofisi, B MATHAALATD JIET,
KOTJIa ellie ¥ caMoro KpoHNpuHIIa He Obu1o B Haiipeoce, otcmkuBasics B ganekux ropax. Ho vu myq-
perImMil oTell 10KHOW KpacaBuIbl, HA Oa0Ka-IlaMaHKa, HU cama JIEBYIIIKAa HE COMHEBAJIUCh: MTPUHII
BepHeTcs B Haiipeoc 1 moy4uuT KOpOHY U3 OTHEHHBIX, HO CHJIBbHO ocnabeBinx pyk Pobepra.

OH u BepHyJICS.

Bort Tonbko Heponro panoBanack Mcabens. U nake He ycriesla Ha9aTh Ha MAJIBUYMIIKY HACTOSI-
LIYIO OXOTY, KaK JBa/ILATUJIETHIOI TePLOICKYIO 10Yb B IPUHYIUTEIBHOM MOPSAKE HA3HAUMIINA KaMep-
(peiimHoN BroneTTsl, HEBECTHI CEBEPHOTO MMIIEPATOPA, W BHIPOBOAWIN U3 [ 'apaapyHTa B 6e3my1ii-
HBIE CEBEPHBIE JIb/IbI.

TosbKO MOTOMY BBIIIPOBOIVIIH, UTO BelipuaHy Parapy He noHpasuiics B3rsij VMcadens, nckoca
OporeHHbIN Ha prHIa JIsiipuna. Tak riryno nonanack. OOUH TOJIBKO B3MISII. 3aAyMUUBbIA, TPULIE-
HUBawIuMics. .. Micabenb uiib Ha MUT 3a0bI1ach, yieTena B MeuTtax. M ee CKOrTiil Oeiblid KOPIITyH.

He cpazy. IO:xxanka enie siesesiia MEUTHI 10 TOTO THS, KaK IPUIIUIa B TOKOM IIPUHIIA C 3aIlIUCKON
ot npuHuecchl. K JIsiipuny ee He mpomycTHIn.

— Jlemqu Vcabernb, oTnaiite ocianue MHe, 5 TiepeiaM KpOHIIPHHILY, — CKa3asl BepruaH Parap,
MIPOTSIHYB PYKY TaK, 4TO NEPErOPOANII BXOJ B alapTaMeHThI NPUHLIA. Y CIIOBHO OXeT B3IVISAOM YIoJlb-
HBIX I71a3. — Ml mpuMuTe Moit coBert, jeau. He npuOnmkaiitech K €ro BHICOYECTBY JaKE B MBICISX.
3a0yabTe Bally 4ecToMoONBbIe TUIaHbl. Barm v Bariero cemeiicTa. M Bammx nmokpoBuresneid. Peko-
MEH]IyI0 BaM CTaThb BEPHOM ONOPOW rapAapyHTCKOMY TPOHY, HO He mocsrarb Ha Hero. Toraa y Bac
OyzeT Onecrsiiee Oymyiee.

— $1 He mocsrat, — mposeneTana NooOIeAHEBIIAsT JeBYIIKA.

— 4 pan, 4TO BBl MEHS NOHSJIN.

Heckomnbko peruivk, nepeyepkHyBIIMX ee Oyaymiee. . .

Teneps JIsiipun yxe cran koposiem ['apgapyHTa. Bpsia 1 coBeTHUKYM OyayT TSHYTh C KOPOHA-
1uen.

Bor e eit Hayio ObITh. Ho. ..

Ho 1oxaHka Obl1a yMHA, U pacTpauMBaTh IyIIEBHbIE CHUIIbI HA COXaJIeHUs1 He coOupanack. OHa
yMeJia YUTaTh PUCYHOK MIOH Cy/IbObI, HEMTPEPIBHO MEHSIOIMICS TI0]] BETPaMU MepeMeH U KPbUIbsIMU
Ilecuanoro [IpakoHa, MOKPOBUTEJIA NIECUAHBIX MAroB.

Ei1 HyeH pyroi 1uiaH.

W BOT yxe NeBsITh THE 0kaHKa ero o0aymbiBaia. OH COCTOSIT BCETO JIMIIb U3 TPEX MyHKTOB.

[NepBoe — He momycTUTH CBaabObl UMIIepaTopa CeBepa U MosIBJICHUSI OTHEHHOTO HACIIETHHUKA.

Bropoe — youts Anapa Wi OTCTpaHUTh €r0 OT BJIACTH.

TpeTbe — BHIATH 3aMy:K 32 KpoHIIpuHUa ruHupa u B UTOre CTaTh UMIEPATPULIEH.

ITO MOXKET OKa3aThCsl Ky/a JIydllle *KaJKoW rapAapyHTCKOW KOpPOHBI, IOTYCKHEBIIEH B TEHU
Benpix rop. ['opiisl HUKOrIA HE JOMYCTAT CAMOCTOSITENILHOTO TipaBJieHus JIslipyuHa, CIUIIKOM O0JTb-
IIyI0 BJIaCTh OHM HAJl HUM UMEIOT. A yX €ro CMyIJIyl0 KOpPOJIeBy OHHM TeM 0oJiee OTTECHST, U TUIaH
MOKPOBUTEJIEN 110 BO3BPAILEHUI0 OKKYIMPOBAHHBIX CEBEPHBIX TEPPUTOPUI, paiy KOTOPOrO OHU U
TIOJIHSITM U3 HUILETH ceMblo Mcabenb, Haqo npusHath HepeasibHbiM. IOkanka Bunena Tappa u npe-
KpPacHO MOHMMAET, YTO IIayHbl — Oobliie MeuTaTenu. Kak u ee orer. A 3HaYUT, ee JIMYHBIC I1JTaHbI
HAJI0 MEHSITh, €l HEYEero JIOBUTh B TEHU PABHUHHOIO TPOHA.

Bce, uto HM penaercsi, MOXHO MOBEpHYTh ceOe Bo Onmaro. Bot u ee mytemniectBue Ha CeBep
CTaHeT JOPOroy K 3aBeTHOU KopoHe. M maxe ee 10)kHast KpOBb — HE MPENATCTBUE, ObUI y MMITEpa-
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Topa AJIdpa U MmayHKu B noctend. A nipuHil Uruaup tem Oojiee He CTaHeT HOC BOPOTHTH, C €ro-TO
AUTUIOMATAYECKUM onbIToM. OH KaK pa3 OLEHUT POJOCIOBHYIO M MAaruecKye TAIaHThl CBOeH Oyy-
IeH KEHBI.

[Mpumuputs Cesep ¢ FOrom, co3nats HeObIBAJIBIA MATMUYECKUI COI03, CIKATh KJIEIIN U Pa3JaBUTh
Benble ropbl — 310 HEOKUMJAHHBINA U TEHUAJIbHBIN 1Iar, KOTOPOrO HUKTO U3 BPAroB /1a’e MOMBICIUTD
He Mor!

Ore11 Ob1 0TOOPUIT TAKOU 3aMeuaTeNTbHbIN IUIaH, — YILIOHYIach Mcabenb, s/ Ha TOHKUM MTPo-
¢ub npuHLIecch. BoT TobKO B ee 3ambiciiax He ObLIo MecTa umnepampuue Buonerte.

Ho noka nous PoGepra neiicTByeT Tak, Kak HyKHO IoxkaHke, Vicabenb Oyaer el momMorars.

% sk ok

3a yac J0 3aBTpaKa B TIOKOM MPHUHIIECCH OCTyYaIach CrykaHKa. Tak ObLJIO MPUHATO B IMITe-
PaTOPCKOM JBOPIIE: CIYTH Oy TOCIIOM, YUCTHIM HOYHbIE TOPIIKA U MEHSUIM KapoBHU. JIUIb K
MMIIEpaToOpy HUKTO HE CMEJI CYHYTbCsl, ITOKa AJI9p He BbI30BeT caM. OcTajibHble IOMYMHSIINCH Tpa-
JVLINY.

Munaaumii nopa SIppeH, B 3TOT Yac OXpaHsABIIMN TOCTEBOM TaX, BIYCTUII CITy)KaHKY U, B3IJIsI-
HYB Ha Bronerty, nepeOpaBiyiocsi B TOCTUHYIO, HEOTOOPUTEIBHO IMOKAaYasl rOJIOBOM:

— Bbl onsiTh He criany, Balle BbICOYECTBO?

Ona oTMaxHyJ1ach:

— Iloepbte, prepp VMpnapu, B Takylo JUIMHHYIO HOYb, Kak 37ech Ha Cesepe, s elle YCIelo
BBICTIAThCS.

IOHo1a XMypo npeayIoxKuI:

— Boi mo3BonuTe momous? {1 He LieuTeNb, HO MOCIEACTBIS OECCOHHOWM HOUM cyMelo CHATh. Hu
K YeMy JeMOHCTPUPOBATh BCEMY JBOPY Ballly cla0oCTh. Bam ke He Hy:KHbI HACMEIIKH 32 CIIMHOM ?

— Hacmemku?

— Pazymeercs1. Bce XMITHMKY BOCOIPUHUMAIOT KPACHBIN 1IBET KaK CUTHAJI K arpeccuu. A Ballu
KpacHbI€ I71a3a U HOC. ..

— INousa. d npumy Baiily nmomoriib, psepp.

— Omna OyzieT 10poro CTouTh. 3a MPEKPACHBIN BHEITHUI BU HA OHO yTPO MPHUJIETCS OTIATh
nomyaca xwu3Hu. He Oymyiieit, a yxe nmpoxutoi. Jlyxu BO3bMyT y Bac BOCIIOMUHAHUS O Heidl. Ho Bb
caMu MOXeTe BbIOpath, uto otaarh. CormacHbl?

Buonerra HM Ha MUT He 3ayMaJlach:

— Koneuno! Bpl elnie cripamvBaete! DTo ke JiedeHrue He TOJbKO Tella, HO U Ty1u !

— OcropoxHee, npuHIiecca. Kaxaoe BOCOMUHaHKE — 3TO KUPIWYUK, U3 KOTOPOTO CKJIabIBa-
ercsl 3JaHue Baller JIMYHOCTU. Bbl MOXkeTe oKepTBOBATh 3aBUTKOM OT/IENIKH, HO HE (DYyHIaMEHTOM.
W naxe y30p, KOTOPBIH BBl COTpeTe, 0OSJHUT BaC.

— 41 ¢ paiocThIO OTIaM HEKOTOPBIE BOCTIOMUHAHM 1, OHU MHE HE HYKHBI, — PEILIUTEJIbHO 3asBUJIa
Jlerra.

— Torna npukaxure BalmM (ppeiyivHaM OCTaBUTh HAC HA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

Yepes ueTBepTh Yaca MpUHIIECCA BHINIsS/IENA KaK CBEXKAWIIMMA, TOJIBKO UTO PACHyCTHUBIIUI
nenecTku OyToH. Hu ciieqa HOUHBIX NIepekMBaHMiA B SICHBIX KaK COJTHEUHBIH AEHb OMyOBIX IJla3ax U
Ha YMCTOM JIMYUKE CO 3710POBbIM HEKHBIM PYMSHIIEM.

— UYro 3710 3a uynecHas Marus, ¢pbepp? — MOMOONBITCTBOBAJIA MPUHIIECCA, JTIOOYACH COOOH B
3epkasie. — Eciv 0 Hell y3HaIOT rapiapyHTCKUe JaMbl, BaM MPOXojia He Oy/eT.

— lambl He y3HAIOT, MuJiequ. Mbl He OylieM HUKOMY TOBOPHUTD, HE TaK JIM? — yCMEXHYJICS TIOJTy-
KpoBKa. — K Tomy ke, 9310 Marus pusHa, a bessle ropbl He BCeM TOTOBbI IPOTSHYTh PYKY MOMOIIIH.

— 3a ruiary, — HallOMHWIa TPUHLIECCA, BEPHYB YCMEUIKY.

— Ilnary B3si1m ayxu, He 1.
% sk ok



. Apbsp. «Jlio6oBb u kopoHa. Kuura 2. JIio60Bb 1 n€mn»

B Tpanesnyio Buonerra siBunach BoBpeMs, U ee MOpafoBaia Aocaja Ha JIMIE UMIIEpaTopa,
KOTOPOTO SIBHO MOKOPOOMJI MMOAYEPKHYTO CBEXUMA, BHICTIABIIUIICS U Becesblil BUJ ero HepecThl. Cam
OH BBIIVISIZIEIN CJIETKa MOMSTBIM U Y€M-TO CHJIbHO HEJIOBOJIBHBIM.

A ero HOBasi HaJIOKHMIIA, JieAn Mapuena, K 3aBTpaky He sIBUJIach, U JIeTTa He craja cripaniu-
BaTh O €€ CAMOYYBCTBUH.

— Buxy, BBl XOpOIIIO MPOBENM 3TY HOUb, MO ITPEeKpacHasi HeBecTa? — mpoueaua A3p CKBO3b
3yOBI.

— Jla, BOCXUTUTENBHO, OIarogapio.

—3a uro?

— 3a Bailie BHUMaHHe.

Ona xotena 100aBUTh «HE KO MHE», HO He PelInIach JAeP3UTh CTOJIb OTKPOBEHHO.

Ycneercs.

Nmniepatop BsIO KOBBIPHYJ BUJIKOW B Tapelike KaKOW-TO OeJIbIil CI'yCTOK, TIOXOXKHIA Ha TOTA-
spiee xese. [lepen BuoneTToi cTosui Tapesku ¢ MHOUM NUIIei, OoJiee PUBBIYHOM JTIOASAM, U ITPUH-
1iecca MpuHyauiIa cest CheCTh KyCOueK OMJIeTa, XOTs amreTuTa He ObLIo.

Ona jaBuiach, Ho ena. [ToHnMaa, 9to cui 60JbIIe B3ATh HEOTKY/IA. DTO HE OTIIOBCKUI 3aMOK,
I7ie OHa MOIJIa BTUXapsl HaBeJaThCs Ha KyXHIO, IJie CepaoOObHBIN TJIaBHBINA MMOBAp BCerga Aepikal
TI0J1 PYKOM /17151 KOPOJIsi KOP3MHKY € OYTBUTbIO BMHA U CBEXKEH 3aKyCKOH, a I MIIAAIIAX TPUHIIECC —
(OPYKTHI ¥ MUPOKKY C BULIHEH WK siOmoKaMu. 3z1ech JleTte mpuuercst JOBOJILCTBOBATLCS TEM, UTO
OHa CyMeeT MPOIJIOTUTH MO, MPULIETIbHBIMU B3IJISIIAMHA UMIIEPATOpPa U €0 CHEKHO-JIETHOM CBUTHI.

Ho criokoiiHo ro3aBTpakarh eil He JaJiu.

— ¥V MeHs ecTh AJ1 Bac MOJApOK B YECTh Hallel MOMOJIBKY, Joporas HeBecTa. — Mimneparop
IIEJIKHYJT MajbllaMi, ¥ K HEMY TOPOIUIMBO TOJOIIEN Cliyra ¢ OapxaTHOM MOAyIIeYkoi B pykax. Ha
TaKMX OOBIYHO TMOAHOCAT TOCyapsiM KOPOHBI, a MPUHIIECCaM — JUaIeMbl U aparorneHHocTi. Ho Ha
CHHEM Oapxare Jie)ayo JIaMCKOe 3epKaJiblie B POCKOIITHOW pame, YChIITaHHON aJIMa3HOW KPOIIKOW U
niepesrBalonieiicsi B cBeTe BOMIeOHbIX orHeil. C 0OpaTHOW CTOPOHBI K pamMe Kperuiach OTKHUIHAS
oropa.

MmmiepaTtop mocTaBuil 3epKajio psiIOM C TapesIKoW MPUHIIECCHI TaK, YTOObI OHA BUjIENa B HEM
ero orpaxenue. Jlerre nokasajuoce, 4TO €ro riia3a CBeTsATcs npeaBKyleHreM. Kakyo nakocts oH e
MIPUTOTOBUJI?

JlerTa tmxopa104HO BCIOMUHAJIA IIPABHJIA CIIOKHOTO CEBEPHOro ITHKeTa. [lomkHa i oHa cei-
Yyac OTJApUTHLCS HA IJ1a3ax y npuaBopHbIX? M yem ske? OTIIOBCKasi COKPOBHUIIHMIIA AJIEKO, Aa U
OHa COBCEM ITycTa. A B ee CyHAyKax C MPUAaHbIM XPaHUTCS TOJIBKO CBaIeOHbIN Nofapok. Pa3zse uro
UCIIONB30BaTh YTO-TO M3 JAPOB /ISl IPUHIIEB WIH. .. YeNIsIIu?

— DT0 0CcOOEHHOE 3epKajio, MOsl Jied, — LICMHYJ BEHIEHOCHBI KEHHX, CKJIOHMBIIUCH K
aeByike. — He TonbKo Aj1s1 TOro, 4ToObl OTpakaTh Ballly HECPABHEHHYIO KPacoTy. DTO pe/IKUiA Maru-
Yyeckuil apredakT, mpeqHa3HauYeHHbI uisi oOyueHus. OH OTpakaeT KapTHHBI, 3arevaTieHHble Ha
0COOBIX JIESHBIX KpHUCTAIaXx. BOT Ha TakMX, 3TO ToXe MOU BaM NOJApPOK, yueOHbI, — AJI9p BbITa-
AT U3 KapMaHa [eCTUTPAHHBIA KPUCTAJUI, TIOXOKHMIA Ha TOPHBIM XpycTalib ¢ IOJIMU3UHIIA BEJTYH-
HoW. — Hazeroch, BbI He 3a0bU1H O HatieM jgoroBope? Haromunarw, 10 JHs Halero 6pakocoueTaHust
BbI 00513aHBI 00yYaThCsl BCEMY, UTO sl COUTY HEOOXOAUMBIM JIJIsi Moel Oymyie cynpyru. U ceronHs
y Hac NepBbIA YPOK.

He 3a6pita. CnoBa mummepaTtopa OTIEUYaTATUCh B €€ MaMsTH, CJIOBHO ObLIM HaHECEHbI OCT-
pbIM OE€3KaJOCTHBIM pPe3IOM O KaMHIO: «Y Hac Macca BapuaHToB. [ToMonBka u 04HOE 0OyueHue.
[TomonBka 1 3a04HOe oOyueHHe yepe3 mocpenuuiry. OOydyeHrne 6e3 TIOMOJIBKY U Opaka W CTaTyc
HAJIOKHUIIBI WM, €CJTM BaIlly TaJaHThl MEHsI BIIEYAT/IAT, (paBOpuTKH. M HAKOHEI, MOJTHOLIEHHBIN Opak
6e3 nocpennunpl. Hukorma eme s He ObUT CTOJNB IIEAp HA MPEUIOkKeHUs. Y Bac MojHas cBoOoma
BBIOOpA, MOSI OpOTasi, 1 HUKAKOTO MpuHYkAeHus. Kak 1 y Bammx ppeiiia».

— IIpsimo ceituac? — IpOrHYJI €e royoc.
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— $1 numb MoOKaky, Kak UM IOJIb30BaThCsl. bepeTe KpucTayll U BCTaBJIsieTe B IIGHTP IIBETKA B
OCHOBaHMU paMKH. BOT ciofia, — uMnepaTop KOCHYJICS IJIOCKON CTOPOHOW KPUCTAJLIA IECTUTPAHHOM
BBIEMKU BHU3Y 3epKaJia.

Ha pame TyT ke BCITBIXHYJT Pa3HOIBETHBIMU MICKpAaMH MPUYYIJIMBBIA y30p. AJPp HaxaTreM
TaJIbIIa YTOIWJI KPUCTAJIT B BBIEMKE JI0 e T9Ka. VICKpbI IPUIIUTY B IBUKEHUE, IEPETEKIIN Ha cepeo-
PHCTYIO TIOBEPXHOCTh 3€pKaJia M CIIOKWIUCh B KAPTUHY.

[MpuHniecca 3amMeTna, Kak MPUIBOPHBIC BHITATUBAIOT IIEH, THITAsCh PACCMOTPETh, UTO MTPOUC-
XOIWT BO IJIaBE CTOJIA, & CIIYTH, CTOSIBIIIME 32 KPECJIOM UMIIepaTopa, Ha0OOPOT, OTBEPHYJIVCH U OITy-
CTUJIH TOJIOBBI.

Buonerte ToXe XOTENIOCh OTBEPHYTHCS, 3aKPBITh I71a3a, UCUYE3HYTh... TIOTOMY UTO B 3epKaJie
oTpaxaach He MPOCTO KapTUHKA, a NBWXKyasics. Jlequ Mapiiena, BBINIAAeBIIas He Kak JieAd, a
KaK TibsiHas KaOallkasi JIeBKa, MOJyrojiasi, C paciyIleHHO! IITHYPOBKOU JMda ¥ pa3IoXMaTUBIICHCS
MIPUYECKOM, JKaJIHO 11e7I0BajIa UMIIepaTopa, a OH CHUCXOIUTEBHO, CO CKYYaloIeld MUHOW HaJMEHHOTO
T, IPUHUMAJT ee TIOIeTYH.

Ho Jlerra He momeBenwiack. KpoBb OTXJIBIHY/IA OT ee JIMIIA, JAbIXaHUe COWJIOCH, CJIOBHO ee
YIApPUJIH, TIAJBIIBI 33IPOXKAIN, ¥ OHA OYCHb aKKypaTHO, YTOOBI HE BBHIPOHUTH, TIOJNIOKIIIA BUJIIKY Ha
Kpail TapesKu.

Nmneparop ycMmexascsi, BHUMAaTeIbHO pa3IiisiibiBasi HeBecTy. M Ui, yepe3 MUHYTY ee mo3opa
OH Ha’kKaJI Ha TOPYABIIIHIA U3 BBIEMKH PaMbl OCTPBIT KOHUUK KPHUCTAJUIA, U TOT BBICKOYHJT HATTOJIOBUHY
JUTMHBI U3 1a3a. VICKpel moraciv, 3epKajio CHOBA BBITJISIETIO OOBIYHBIM 3epKaJIOM.

— DTo Balll CErOMHANTHANA YPOK, Ioporasi HeBecTa, — AJI9p BBIHYJ KPUCTAJUT U TIPOTSHYI €r0
Jlerre. OHa cunena Kak crarys. Torma oHa cam B3sUT ee BSUTYIO PYKY, BJIIOXKUJ B JIAIOHb OMEP3UTEITh-
HBIA Jap, CKajl ee MaJblibl ¥, CKJIOHHMBIIUCH TIOYTH K CaMOMY JIMITy JEBYIIKH, cka3al: — K moemy
BU3UTY BaM HAJJICKUT MTPOCMOTPETh €ro MOJTHOCTBI0. S CIIpoIny ¢ Bac, HACKOJIBKO YCBOEH ypok. U
€CJI MHE TIOKaKETCsI, YTO BbI UTO-TO MIPOIMYCTHIIH, 5 IIPOJIGMOHCTPHUPYIO €r0 yKe Ha Bac. Bcrperumcs
yepe3 J1Ba Jaca.

OH oTCTpaHWICS U CHesal 3HaK CIIyTe.

— OrtHecure 3eplajio B IOKOU MOEU HEBECTHI.

Bropoii ciyra, 6epeskHO U ¢ TIOKJIOHOM 3a0paJt 3epKaJio 1 YJAOKUI Ha Tioayieuky. O6a Harpa-
BUJIMCh K BBICOKMM JIBYCTBOPUYATHIM JBEPSIM TPAIE3HOMW, KaK BAPYT Te PACHIaXHYJIUCh, U B TIOMEIIICHIE
TUIOTHBIM KOMOM BJIeTeJl CHeKHBIM BUXPb, 32 HUIM BOPBAJIACh BOISAINAS YTO-TO HEBPa3yMUTEIbHOE
Ha sI3bIKE JIACXOB MaJleHbKasi puHIiecca OcusiHa, 3a Hel — ee TYBEpHAHTKa, a TMocjeqHel BOexkaa
3arbIXaBINasicsl CIy’KaHKa ¢ 0OOPBAHHBIM TMTOBOJIKOM B PyKax.

Buxpb 0BKO yBOpauuBasicss ot OCHUSIHBI U Iapaxajcs OT TYBEpHAHTKH.

— Ilepxu ee, nepxu! — HaKoHell, pazoOpaina Jlerra.

— Croiite, mpuHIIECCa, OCTAHOBUTECH! — phljlajia T'YBEepHAHTKA, 3aJ1aMbIBasi PyKHU.

Buxpb, OUTH MOMMAaHHBIA 32 KOHYMK CHEKHOTO XBOCTA, OTHPBITHYJ, YIIMBITHYJI 32 CIYTY C
TMO/IYIIIEYKOM, TOT CIIOTKHYJICS, IParorieHHOe 3ePKaI0 COCKOIB3HYJIO U ¢ Ipe0e3roM MM SKHYJIOCh O
KaMEHHBIN TTOJ1.

U Bce 3amepin.

V3ymieHHBI BUXPh OTBIIEKCS] Ha OJeCHYBIIMIA anMazamu aptedakT. OCTaHOBHICS W OCTO-
pOkHO ero oOHIOXaI. Terneps, B MAJIONIOABUKHOM COCTOSTHUM JIOXMATOe CHEsKHOE HEUTO 0Opesio ouep-
TaHWSI MAJICHBKOTO YITUTAHHOTO JIPAKOHYMKA C TIOTYMPO3PAYHBIMU KPBUTBIIIKAMU U XPYCTATBHBIM
rpeOHeM Ha CITUHKE.

— BoT BuuIIb, Y4TO THI HATBOPWIIA, 3UTTH! — YKOPUJIA TIPUHIIECCA ¥ HEMEJICHHO BIICTIJIACh B
rpederb. Ho TyT ryBepHaHTKa yXBaTHJIa caMy MIPUHIIECCY, a BUXPUK MUCKHYI, pBaHyics, U OcusiHa
HE y/epxkana.

CHeXHBII JPaKOHYMK, B KOTOpoM JleTTa ¢ TpyJoM OMO3Haja MOJAPEHHYIO e KPOIIKY X0,
TeM BPEMEHEM YCIieJT OIISI/IEThCS, Y3Ppell XO35UKY U ¢ BOCTOPKEHHBIM TICKOM PUHYJICS K HEl.
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— 3urru, Henb3s1! — 3aBONMJIA MaJIeHbKas TIPUHIIECCA, BBIPHIBASICh U3 PYK I'YBEpPHAHTKH.

[Mo3aHo. Diix0, OCTAHOBUTH KOTOPOTO HE OCMENHMJICS HUKTO, Jake OHEeMEBIIUH MpU BUJIE pas-
ouToro apreakta UMIEpaTop, yke MPbITHYJ Ha KolleHn K Buonerte u cMayHo o0mu3ant et JuIio.

[NonbITaBIIMCh 3aCTIOHUTHCS, UMIIEPATOPCKasi HEBECTAa BCKUHY/IA PYKH, 3a0bIB O KpUCTAJLIE.
Xpycranb OJiecHYJ B BO3yXe U ObUT Ha JIETY TIPOTJIOUEH MPOKOPIMBBIM JETEHBIIIIEM.

AJ3p TONBKO 3y0amMM CKPUIHYJT OT JI0CA/IBI.

— Ilpoctute, Baiia MHOTOJMKOCTb. .. ... HEYasiHHO. .. IPOCTUTE, — CIIOXBATHJIACH rapIapyHT-
CKas npuHIiecca. — MHe Tak xaJb!

OHna ¢ TpyoM clepajia JMKOBAaHUE W 3apbliach B MATKYIO MYIIUCTYIO HIEPCTh UyIOBUIIHO
noapociien 3urru. Jixo onATh ee Bbipyumia. M tak BoBpems! Kak oHa TyT oka3zanach?

— OObsICHUCH, 10Yb, — TIOTPEOOBAT UMIIEPATOP CKBO3b 3yObl. CKYJIBI CBEJIO OT 'HEBa. Y €ro
HOT SIPUJIKCH OeJTble CMepYH, pa3eBaji MacTH, Kak KIyOOK pa3bsipeHHbIX 3Meit. [lapouka Takux 3Meit
noBepHyJia K JleTTe rosoBbl CO CBEPKAIONIMMU KJIBIKAMU U SIBCTBEHHO IIUIIENA.

DIX0 KpyTaHy/Iach Ha KOJEHSIX MPUHIECCH M PhIKHYJIA HA HUX. 3MeH, WIS, OMyCTUIUCh U
OoJIbIIIe HE JIE3TH.

— Ilanouka, npoctu! — OcrsiHa NOTyNMJIa rojIoBy. — §l MpuIllIa NOKOPMUTb 3UrTH. ThI ke 3Ha-
elllb, y €€ HOBOW BOCIUTATEJIbHUIIBI HET Maruu, BOT S M MoAyMaia... Ternephb-To MHE yKe MOXKHO
KOPMUTb 3UITH, 110CJIE €€ MPUBS3KY, HE TOI0JATh KE €. ..

— OcusHa! — umneparop NoMbITaICs NIPEepPBaTh CJIOBECHBIN MOTOK.

— A oHa BAPYT Kak BhIpBaJiach! —3aToponuiack npuHiecca. — [JToBoJoOK OTKycHIa M BHIPBAJIach!
ITO Xe X0, OHA JKe MaJIeHbKas, s 32 Hee uciyraiack! A yto TyT mpousonuio? OHa ke K X03siiike
nodexaina, Tak Benp? Puanke 6b110 IWI10x0? MHaue ¢ yero Obl 91X0 3aBOJIHOBAJIACH?

— Kakoii eme ¢uanke? — OypkHyn Ap.

— Buornerrta Ha s3bIKe JII0/IeN CpeIMHHON PaBHUHBI — 3TO ke (puaska, (puoleTOBbIN 1IBETOK! —
neBouka Opocuia Ha JIeTTy JyKaBblil B3IJIsL] M OMYCTHJIA PECHUIIBL. A MOPO3HBIH Y30p Ha ee po30-
BOU IIIEYKe BJPYT 3aMepliaj, Kak Marmueckoe 3epKajo, U IJIaBHO MepeTek B M300pakeHHe 1BETKa,
0 KOTOPOM IIUIa peyb.

— OcusHa! — cHOBa pBIKHYT uMIiepatop. Ho B35t ceOs B pyku. — Ctymaii k cebe.

— A 3urru?

VYernplmap cBoe UMsl, 91X0 3a0€CTIOKOUIIACh, 3aCKY/IUJIA, TPHKABIINCH K TpyAu JIeTTHI.

— MoXHO 3¥1X0 ocTaHeTcs1 y MeHs1? — cripocuJia npuHiiecca. — Pa3 yxx MHe ee nomapuau?

— DIX0 He AapaT, — Ap OpOCKIT Ha HEBECTY 3JI0M B3I, — DTO He BEllM W He KUBOTHbIC,
YTOOBI UX ApUTh. DTO yiiepOHbie netu. Ho pa3 yx nmpousoluia Marmueckasi puBs3Ka K BaM, TO BbI
MOXeTe B35ITh Ha ceOs1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a JieTeHbla. Ee HsIHbKa IOMOXKET BaM C YXOJIOM.

— Cnacu6o! — ¢ uckpeHHell pagocteio nmoodnarogapuia Jlerra. — A 3urru He OyJeT mioxo OT
TOTO, YTO OHA CheJia Balll KPUCTAIL?

[pekpacHoe UI0 AJT9pa HA MUT MEPEKOCHIIOCh, HO TYT K€ pa3Iaguiioch, a B I71a3aX CHOBA
3aCBETHUJICS] OTOHEK MPEBKYIICHHUS.

— Huuero He Oyzmer. TO He MPUPOTHBIA KPUCTAUT, a Marudeckuii. Yepes qBa yaca Oynbre
TOTOBBI K MOEMY BU3HUTY, JOpOrasi HeBecTa. Mbl BCe-TakU IPOBEIEM YPOK.
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I'naBa 2. Ypok ajs1 Puajiku

O6parHo Jlerty conpoBoxanu qBe peilsInHbI, TeaoxpaHuTens Kanaap u ciyxaHka ¢ 91xo
Ha TIOBOJKE ¥ KOP3MHKOM ¢ Beramu. [10Bo1oK ObLT yKe HOBBIH, €ro JOCTaBIIIM K KOHITy 3aBTPaKa, U
APaKOHYMK CMUPEHHO MO3BOJIMJI IPUCTETHYTh €0 K OIIEHHUKY U3 TUCHEHOW KOXU.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — nounrepecoBasiach JIeTTa y ciyKaHKH.

Hsapka Obuta KpYNMHOW M KPENKOW JKEHIMHOM ¢ TPyObIMHM YepTaMy KBAJIPaTHOTO JIMIIA, HO
YIAMBUTEJILHO TOOPHIMU KapyMHU I71a3aMu. Pyku y Hee ObUIn CHIIbHBIE, CIIOBHO y Ooiilia. MIHbIe, HaBep-
HOE, U He CIIPAaBATCS ¢ TAKUMH JETOUYKAMH, KaK CHEXKHbIE JPaKOHUMKU.

— Mapa moe umsi, — roJioc y KeHIMHBI OKa3aJICsl TPOMKUI U T'YJIKHI, Kak TpyoOa.

— Ckaxu, Mapa, eciu 31X0 — He )KMBOTHBIE, TO [TOYEMY UX JiepKaT B3alepTH U Ha MOBOAKe?

— Tak Benp... yOeryT e v MoMpyT OT rojioga. YMa-To y HUX C TOPOIIMHY, a JIOOOMBITCTBA C
JIEISIHYIO TOpYy.

—Pacckaxu o cebe, Mapa. Kak nomy4nsock, 4to 4esioBek. . . Thl Be/lb YeJIoBeK, He Mar? — JleTta
J0’K/1a71aCh KMBKA KEHIMHBI U IPOAOJIKIIIA. — Kak momy4nsiock, 4To Thl cTajia HAHBKON Maru4ecKoro
cyuiecrBa’?

Mapa okazasnach pogom u3 BocTouyHOro npotekropara, U3 ceJieHus1 Ha FpaHULIE C APUHTCKUMMU
BJaieHUsAMU. B Hell Obli1a ocbMyIlIKa apUHTCKOM KPOBH, HO HE ObLJIO Maruu. A 3X0 jJapa KpacHbIX
MaroB MPOsIBUJIOCH B TOM, 4TO Mapa JIerko oHMMasla pa3HblX KMBOTHBIX, M T€ 32 HEW XOAWJIU XBO-
CTUKOM. M3BECTHO e, UTO apUHTBI U CAMU 3BE€PH, Y 3BEPUHBIN A3BIK MOHUMAIOT. Mapa He MoHnMala,
HO JII0OMJIa BO3UTCS C JMOOOH KMBOTHHKOM. A MOTOM B ceJie 3aMETHJIN, KaK K Hell TSAHYTCSl HecyacT-
HBIE 3MXO.

O TanaHTe JIeByILLIKY JOHECIU MpUHIYy [laspy, coBceM ellie I0HOMY JIopay-IpoTekTopy Bocrou-
HOTO TIPOTEKTOpara, ¥ TOT 3a0pajl K cebe BO JIBOpEI] MOJNE3HYI0 YesoBeuKy. Yepes mATh JIeT OHa,
Oy/lyuM HSIHBKOW €3/10BBIX 1XO MPUHLA, IPpUObLIA B CBUTE B MMIlepaTopckuid aBopell. Jla 31ech u
ocTaJsiach, IOTOMY YTO MasleHbKas npuHnecca OcusiHa, MoOKBIIAst HECMBIIIIEHBIX CHPOT X0 Kya
OoJIbIlIe, YeM POIHBIX IO OTILy OpaTheB U CecTpy, Blenuiaack B Mapy, Kak B pOHYIO MaTh, ¥ HE TI03-
BOJIMJIA YeXaTh, YCTPOMUJIA TaKyI0 UCTEPUKY, UTO UMIIEPATOp IPOrHyI, a [lasp BEIHYKIEH ObUT TIOBU-
HoBatbcsl. C Tex mop crapummid 6pat 3atani 370CTh Ha Mulafiyio cectpy. He mo6un asp, korga y
HEro YTO-TO WJIM KOTO-TO OTOMpaJIH.

3a HeNpUXOTIMBBIM PACCKA30M IpoLieccHs JoOpasack 10 rocreBoro Kpbuia. [Ipu Buge Sppena
91X0 3aCKY/IMJIa, CJIOBHO co0aKa, pBaHyJia BIepe/l ¥ IMPOTalliia Ha MOBOIKE HECKOJIBKO METPOB KpeTl-
KyIO C BUJly HSIHBKY. BOT 310 cnna, — yxkacHynack Jlerra. Uro xe Oyaer, Koraa 31xo BhIpacTeT?

— IIpuser, 3urru, — SIppeH npucen Ha KOPTOUKU U MPOTSHYI 3MXO pacKphITYyIO JaJoHb. — Kak
ThI [IOIPOCIIA, KpacaBuLia!

— YpppMm! — 3aypuaiia MaJbIIIKa, JIACKASICh K €T0 PyKe KaK LIEHOK.

JleTTa momaBmiIa peBHUBYIO MBICTb, YTO SIppeH Kak-TO CJMIIKOM JIETKO M OBICTPO 3aBOEBA
cepaue ee ApakoHouku. Korna ycnen?

— 3urru Tenepb OyJeT KUTh 3[€Ch, — COOOIIMIIA TeJIoX paHuTeo Jeau Mcabens. — U ee HsaHbKa
Mapa Gyzer 3a Hell yxaxkuBaTb. HykHO MOArOTOBUTH KOMHATY ISl HUX.

— Diixo OygeT cnath B MOeil KOMHaTe, — BHe3aHo permia Jlerra.

—T'ocnoxka, a kak xe a? 4 e qoykHa ObITh MOOMM30CTU! — pactepslack Mapa.

— A T — B KOMHare ¢peiyinH. Tam Kak pa3 ocBoOOIMIaCh KOHKa.

— Munenu, kKak MOXHO? — y)acHys1ach Vcabens.

Ho Jlerty ObuT0 He TiepeyOeTuTh.

KoneuHo, ¢ Takoil cocetkoit OyaeT MeHblle CBOOOBI, IPUIETCS CIeqUTh 3a s3bikoM. Hasep-
HsIKa ClIy’kaHKe MPHUKaXyT HINMMOHUTH 3a MpUHIeccoi U ee cButoil. Ho 3aro Tak Ge3onacHee. Bpsa
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JI1 IMITEPATOP 3asBUTCSI HOUBIO U Oy[eT yCTpauBaTh MPOBEPKU MPH TAKOM peOeHKe Kak 31xo. Jlerra
3aMeTHJIa, YTO CEBEPSIHE OTHOCATCS K HUM OY€Hb TPEIETHO.

W na ypok Jlerra ee Bo3pmeT. Benb Haslo e eil MpUBBIKaTh K HEOOBIYHOW BOCIIUTAHHHMIIE.

— Ee BbicOUeCTBO MpaBa, Tak JeUCTBUTENIBHO OyAET JIydllle. DUXO0 — JIyUIlrue CTOPOkKa, OHU YyIOT
moOyI0 Maruio HE3aBMCHMO OT ee IBeTa, — SIppeH Tak CBEpKHYJI INla3aMy Ha BO3MYyILeHHYIo Vcabenb,
YTO Ta cpa3y 3amMoIyaia.

JIpakoHOYKa, BOCCOSTUHMBIIASCS C «MaMOYKOW» ObLJIa COBEPIIIEHHO cuacTmBa. A JlerTa, 4to
Obl TaM HH TOBOPUJIM O YEJIOBEUYECKOM CTaTyce JAPAKOHOB, BOCIIPUHUMAJA €€ KaK OOJIBIIIOro IeHKa.
[MpuHIecca camo3a0BEHHO BO3MIIACH C 9X0, He 00SICh MOPAHUTh PYKU 00 ocTpbie rpeOHu. U, ymuBu-
TEJILHOE JIEJIO, UTOJIbYAThI IOKPOB APAKOHOYKH HA OIILYTIb OKA3aJICsl MATKUM, XOTS U XOJIOZHBIM Kak
CHET, a XpyCTaJIbHble TPEOHU TOJIBKO BBHINJIIETA OCTPHIMU.

HaxkoHen-To B NOKOSIX rapiapyHTCKOM MPUHIIECCH] 3ByYasl UICKPEHHUN CMeX.

Ho Obiti 1 HENpUsATHBIE TOCTEACTBUS MPEObIBAaHKS HECMBIIUICHOW 9MX0: TIIYIBIIIKA 3UITH
BBIIIMJIA BCIO Maruio, 0 Kakoy MorJia JIOTSHYThCSl — CHSJIA BCIO 3alIUTY C KOMHAT, CJIM3aJa yapsl C
PphICheit 1TyOBl M 0OpaTHJIa B ITYCThIE CTEKJISIIKH OKepebe IMPUHIIECCHI, OIAPEHHOE el UMIIepaTopoM
1 «YCOBEPIIIEHCTBOBAHHOE» €T0 CHIHOM. Y JIeTThI OCTaJIach TOJIBKO OyJIaBKa-aMyJieT, TAHBIN TIOIAPOK
KpoHnpuHIA MruHupa, 1o Hee BEYHO roJIoiHasi 9MX0 elle He 100pasach.

O6a ropiia, OTBETCTBEHHBIX 3a O€30IMacHOCTh MPUHIIECCH, MOTPEOOBAIN BCE-TAKU OTCEJUTh
MeJTIKOe 1y/IoBHIle, HO JleTTe ObUIO 10 Clie3 KaJlKo.

— Ipunymaiite uTo-HMOYIb, BH ke Mark! CKOpO cioia IBUTCSI IMIIEpaTop, HYyXKHO BOCCTaHO-
BUTD 3aIIIUTY, OT HET'O MOXKHO JIIOOBIX CIOPIPU30B OKHMIATh! — MPUHIIECCA KAIIPU3HO CKPUBHJIA TyObI
1 OOHsIJIa IPAKOHOYKY, OKOHYATEJILHO Pa3MSITIIIYIO OT TAKOTO KOJMMYECTBA JIIOOBH U JIACKH U TIpeBpa-
THUBILYIOCS B ITyXOBYIO MOAYILIKY C KJIbIKAMH.

SAppeH, nepernanyBIIUC, ¢ KaHaapoM, TAKKO B3JOXHYIIL.

— Kak npukaxere. BooOre-To 310 napagokc — Maruen 3aimTiTh Yapbl OT MOXKUPATETbHUIIBI
Marum.

JlpakoHOYKa, OYyBCTBOBAB, UTO Peub O HEl, U3/1aj1a BUHOBATHIM XHBIK, BBIBEPHYJIACh U3 PYK
MIpUHIIECCHl ¥ TIofnoinsia K Appeny. ToT npuriaaui Markue, Kak y MOJIOION eJI0UKU, OSJTIOCHEKHBIE
UTOJIKH, TIOYECasl MPOOUBAIOIINECS JIS/ISTHbIE POKKH. .. XMBIKHYJ M PACIUIBUICS B YJIBIOKE:

— Jlambl, y Bac ke ecTb HOKHULIBI?

Uepes nomuaca 3amuTa Obljla BOCCTaHOBJIEHA. [10TyKpOBKa OMSATH MPOSBUI HEMIOKMHHBIA yM
U XUTPOCTb, BIUIETS B MaryecKyl0 OXPaHHYIO CEThb €Il U 3allUTy OT APAKOHOYKHU, U CO3[aHa OHa
ObLIa U3 UTOJTBYATON IIEPCTH CAMOU 3MXO.

3UITH 3HAYUTENIBHO MOXY/IeJ1a U Ieperyraiach, KOra ee CTpUINIY B BOCEMb PYK, HO IJaMbl XOPOM
YBEPSUIA JIPAKOHOYKY, YTO C TAaKOW NMPUYECKOM OHA CTajla elle CUMIIaTUYHee, a IepCTKa BblpacTeT
eme rymie u 6enee. [IpaBaa, siixo mouemy-To cTaja MoXoAUTh Ha Iy/Iesist, O0COOEHHO, TOCIe TOro, KaKk
Jeqy DOUraii MmoBs3aia e po30BbIid OAHT HA IIIEH0.

Co Bceil 3TOM BO3HeH JleTTa U ee CBUTA KAaK-TO U 3a0bLIA O TOM, YTO C MMHYTY Ha MUHYTY K
HUM SIBUTCSl XO35IMH JIBOPLIA U BCEX CEBEPHBIX 3€MeJlb, BOJ U JIbIOB. M pacnaxHyBIIvecs B pasrap
BECEJIbs1 IBEPU ITPOM3BENIM Ha HUX BIIEUATIEHUE BHE3AITHOTO IPOMaA.

— Yr0 TYT nNpoucxonut?

Nmneparop o6Ben B3MIAAOM Becellble U pa3pyMsSHEHHBIE JIMIA TIPUHIIECCH U ee (hpeiiivH,
OMBJIEHHBIE (DU3MOHOMUHU TEJIOXPAHUTEJIEH, JOBOJIBbHYIO MOPAAIIKY 3UITH U KJIOYKU LIEPCTH, pa3-
OpocaHHbIe IO KOBpaM, AMBaHaMm 1 roayiikam. Hsaapka Mapa, nonsasiiast Ha 4eTBepeHbKax 1o KOBpY
¥ noAOHMpaBIas MEePCTUHKY B TIEPEJHUK, 3aMepiia 3a AUBAHOM U B T0JIe €ro 3peHHs He MOMnaa.

— Baia MHOTOJIMKOCTb. .. — 1aMbl IIPUCEJIA B pEBEpPaHCE.

Jlerte nmpunuiock 17151 3TOr0 CHATH C KOJIEH MOP/Y pa30MJIEBILIEN JXO.

— Mu penanmm npuyecky mMautbike 3urrd. OHa crpamHo oOpocna! — orBeTrsia Buonerra u
nonpasmia OaHT Ha JPAKOHOUKE.
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— 51 pan, 4TO BBl HE CKydYaeTe, MUJIEIH.

Nmneparop Boluen B rOCTUHYIO, a CJIEJOM 32 HUM, He OJHUMas I71a3, Bollia Maprena.

N armocdepa B koMHaTE MTHOBEHHO CTajla TAKOW HAIIPSIKEHHOM, YTO Aae KOPOTKas IepCTKa
3urru B3IpIOMIaCh Ha 3arpUBKe U 3aMCKPHIIACh.

Jlerra onieHnna HacMelIky uMIiepatopa. Maplieny rnocje Houu ¢ MyKUMHOM OfIE/IN KaK HEIo-
POUHYIO HEBecTy Ha OpavHyIo riepeMoHuio. Ha Heit ObU10 HOBOE POCKOIITHOE TJIaThe, CITUTOE 110 MOJE
ceBepsiH — OEJIOCHEKHOE, YKPAIIEHHOE CBEPKAIOIIMMU KaK MHEeW y30paMu, MPUTAIICHHOE U y3KOe B
Oespax, pacumpsiomieecss KHU3Y HECIIUTHIMU JIETIECTKAMK KOJIOKOMbUMKa. [1py IBMKEHUH JIeTIECTKA
CJIeTKa pacXOAWINCh, OTKPbIBasi MHOTOCJIOWHbBIE HUKHUE I00KU U3 JIETKOH JIETSIIEH OpraHs3bl.

Ho npu Bcem Besmukosenuu Hapsia 10Hast Jie[iy, C €€ KOJIOPUTHBIMUA MEHO-PbIKMMU BOJIOCAMH,
SIPKUM PYMSIHIIEM M BECHYIIKaMH, BHIIJIS/IeNIa B HEM KaK BapeHbl pak B KpeMaHKe CO B3OMTHIMU
CJIMBKaMH.

— Brritmute. OcTaBbTe HAC C MOEH HEBECTOM, — IMTPUKA3AT UMIIepaTop, 0OPATUB TAKEIBIN B30OP
Ha SIppeHa.

Bo3pasuth eMy HUKTO He MocMesl, Aa M MOBOJa He ObLIO, BCe-TaKU JKEHMX OCTaBajiCs He
Hae/IMHe C HEBECTOMH, a B MMPUCYTCTBUM ee ObIBINel (ppeitnnbl. Elie He pazkanloBaHHOM, K CJIOBY.

— 3anepxuTech Ha OIHY MUHYTY, JaMbl M rocriofia! — moTpedoBaa npuHiecca. Buimpsmuacs,
B3JIECpHYJIa MOIOOPOAOK U MOCTapaiach MPUIATh B3I (PHATKOBBIX IJ1a3 CTAIBHYIO BIACTHOCTb, KaK
yMeJl ee oTell. — B BaiieM npucyTcTBUM, BBICOKHUE JIEIU U JIOPABL, sI OOBSBIISAI0, YTO OTCTPAHSIO OT
JOKHOCTH (bpeiuHbl ieau Maprieny, 10ub BUKOHTa DxkeHa liopaH. [Iprunny, Hagech, OObSICHATD
HE HaJo.

Maptiena mofHsiIa rojIoBY M YJIbIOHYIACh, TIPSMO U OECCTHIIHO 51151 TpUHIiecce B r71aza. CTomb
MOPOUHYIO YJIBIOKY JleTTa BUena TOJbKO y CBOMX CTAapIUX cecTep, OnyaHull Afenb U ATHecc.

— Ecnm mue OyaeT no3BosieHo, 51 Obl XOTeJa yCIIBIIaTh MPUIKHY, Ballle BBICOUECTBO, — ITPOTIea
HaJIOKHULIA UMIIepaTopa.

JlerTa cTUCHYNa KyJ1aku, HO YCHJIMEM BOJIM 3aCTaBHJIa ceOsl HEe 3ITUTHCSA. DTO HUUTOKECTBO HE
BBIBEZIET €€ U3 PaBHOBECHS.

— M3Bonbre. Baia HOBast JOMIKHOCTh HAJIOKHUILIBI KMIIEpPATOpa HECOBMECTUMA C JIOTKHOCTBIO
(ppeiiunbl. B Moeii cBUTE MOTYT CITyKUTh TOJIBKO LIEJIOMYAPEHHBIE JEBYILIKU C HETIOPOYHOM perty-
Tarven.

— Ho 1 ele 1eBCTBEHHMIIA, — HAIVIO YXMBUIbHYJIACh PHLKEBOJIOCAS.

«3a4eM 1 pa3roBapuBalo C ITOM JPSHBIO?» — YKOpHJIa ceOsi IPUHIIeCca, a ee B3IV ITOTEMHEN
OT CIEpPKMBAEMOI0 'HEBA.

— DT0 yKe HeBaXHO, — CIIOKOMHO MPOM3HECIa OHA. — BBl HApYIIMIM KJISTBY BEPHOCTH, TIOKHU-
HYJIM CBOW MOCT 0€3 MOEro Ha TO JIO3BOJICHUsI U HE HOYEBAJIM B OTBE/ICHHBIX BaM IMOKOsiX. Bara
peryTarus, Jeau, He M03BOJISIET BaM HaXOIUTbCS CO MHOM PSIIOM B OJHOM KOMHATe.

PymsHoe nunio Mapiiesnsl o6ieiHesio, HO OrOHb, TOPEBIINI B phIKe-KapuX I71a3ax CTajl ele
Oe3ymHee.

— 3aro OHa MO3BOJISIET MHE HAXOOUTHCS PAIOM C MOUM UMEPATOPOM BE3ZE, I OH MHE IpU-
KakKerT.

— O uem u peub, Mapiiena. Tbl He MOXeIlIb CITyXKUTh JBYM TOCIIOAAM, TIOTOMY sl OCBOOOKIA10
TeOs1 OT CITy’KeHHs MHe. — JleTTa nepeBesia B3MIsiI HA UMIIepaTopa, ¢ YIOBOILCTBUEM HAOTIONABIIIErO
3a CKaHJAJIbHOU cUTyalyen. — PAaom co MHOH 10/KHA HAXOIMThCS OIHA U3 MOUX BEPHBIX (DPEMJIMH.
Jlenu Ucabens. ..

— WckimoueHo, — BECKO, Kak JIesTHOU ITTbIOON, TIpuAaBuII Biaasika CeBepa. — DTUKET COOMIOIEeH,
MBI He HaeauHe. Bce mpoure MOryT OTNpaBisAThCSA K TEMHBIM. DTO B BAlIMX K€ MHTEpEcax, MOsI
Joporasi HeBecTa, JJMIIHUE CBUJETENIM HaM HE HYKHBI.

W 4urto-To Takoe OBUIO B €ro B3IJIsi/ie, Ma3HYBIIEM T10 €€ JIUITY U Ipyau, uTo JlerTa MrHOBEHHO
BCIIOMHWJIA YBUJIEHHBI B MArn4eCcKOM 3epliajie OLeayl U COOTHECIa C BUBUTOM HaJlOKHULIBL. Ecnu
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3epKaJIo CIIOMaHo, TO... Heyxkenu OH 3aiieT Tak JaJIeKO B MOMNBITKAX €€ YHU3HUTh, UYTO MpPOBEAET
MIPOKJISAATBIN YPOK HA2ASI0HO?!

— Torga... — rojoc AEBYIIKH BCe-TaKK APOTHYI, — TOTJa CO MHOM OCTaHETCs SMXO.

AJ3p IOMOPIIUTICS, HO YCTYTHIL

[Nocnenaum BeIXOIMI SppeH, u eiBa 3a HUIM, OPOCHBIIIMM HATMIOCIIEAO0K 00ECIIOKOSHHBIN B3IJISI,
3aKpbUIach 1Bepb, Buonerra 3asBua:

— B yem Obl HM 3aKJTI0YAJICS YPOK, Ballla MHOTOJIMKOCTb, ITPOIIY Bac HE OCKBEPHATh MOU MOKOU.
Camo npucyTCTBHE Balllell HAJOKHUIIBI 31€Ch — OCKOpPOJIEHHE TIOCTIe TOro, KaK s Jjajia el OTCTaBKY.
OHna JomkKHa HEMEJIEHHO YHTH.

AJ3p HaCMENUIMBO B3AEPHYN OpOBb, CIIOBHO MOpaXxascs Aep30CcTH I0HOM HeBecThl. C TOH xke
HACMEIIKOH B3MJIsSIHY/ Ha Mapiieny, B3UpaBIIylo Ha OBIBIIIYIO TOCTIOXKY C BPaKAEOHOCTHIO U TIPEBOC-
XOZICTBOM, & TIOTOM €rO B3IJISIJ YIIal Ha 9WX0, He OTBOAMBIIIYIO I71a3 OT €r0 PhKEBOJIOCON MIPYIIKH.
DiX0 He CrIOCOOHBI TOBOPUTH, HO OTJIMYHO YyBCTBYIOT Uy’KH€ SMOLIMH, M OHU €/ He HpaBUJIMCh. Tak
HE HPaBWJIKCh, UYTO JPAKOHOUKA 3aMepJia CKATOU MPYKUHOW, TOTOBOM B3METHYTbCS M BLETIUTHCS B
rOpJIo OOUIUHIIE.

Kposu Amsp ne xoresn. He ceiiuac.

— Mapuena, BbIiId, — PUKA3aJl OH.

- Ho...

— Th1 3a0bIBaeIIbCS, — MOAYEPKHYTO POBHO HATIOMHIJT UMIIEPATOP.

— Ipocture, rocrionux. [TpoctuTe!

K uzymnenuio JleTTsl ppikeBoiocas mpeaTebHUIA PyXHYJIa Ha KOJIEHU Mepe] MyKYMHOM U,
OCTOPOXHO B35IB 00EMMHU PYyKaMU MPOTSHYTYIO €i J1al0Hb, UCCTYIUICHHO TIOIEIOBAIA.

«Kax 6pIcTpo OH ee ciomall, — ykacHy/1ach puHiiecca. — OH ¥ MeHs Tak ke jioMaeT. JloonBa-
eTcs1 paOCKol MOKOpHOCTU. He B 3TOM J1 3aKJTI0UaeTcsi ero ypok ?»

— IIpocrute, Mo rocnionuH! — nererana Mapriena Mex 1y norenysavu. Y b momydus Osa-
TOCKJIOHHBIY KUBOK MMIIepaTopa, u3daBuia JIeTTy oT CBOEro MmpucyTCTBUSI.

JIBepb octanack oTkphiToi. Jlequ Mcabenb TyT *ke BcTasla y Iopora, HO B KOMHATY 3aiTH He
PUCKHYJIA.

— Croiite Tam, nequ Vcabens, — nmpukaszan Amsp. U yemexnysies: — He gymai, uto nipu 1Bope
kopousi Pobepra ¢ ero-to penymauueii, CToib CTporue HpaBbl.

— JleTu 3a OTLIOB HE OTBEYAIOT.

— Ho uayr no ux cromam. Yxke BceMy MHPY M3BECTHO, UTO UYEThIPE U3 IECTH €ro Jouepeit
MOTEPSUTH IEBCTBEHHOCTH JI0 3aMYKeCTBa. A 51 BCETro JIMIIb IpeJIaraio yCKopuThb Haill Opak. Ho BbI Tak
COMPOTHBIISIETECh, MOSI JIE/IU, UTO Y MEHsI BO3HHMKAIOT MOJI03peHus1. Bailie Tesio HeBUHHO, K CYACThIO
IJIs1 Bac, HO Jymia... Tak i HeBUHHA oHA? YK He BIIOOJIEHBI JIM BB, MOsi joporas? He motomy nu
BHI JIaXke CMOTpeTh Ha MeHs1 He xotuTe? He motoMy jiu B Bac ceiuac, mpy BUJIE MO HAJIOKHUIIbI,
TOBOPUJIO TOJIBKO OCKOPOJIEHHOE JOCTOMHCTBO, HO OTHIONB He peBHOCTH? KTo oH? OTBeyvaiite!

AJ3p NpOTSAHYN PYKY U, yXBaTUB JIeTTy 3a monOopoaoK, MOBEPHY.I K cede ee JIMIIO, 3aCTaBHB
CMOTPETb B JIe/ISIHBIE I71a3a.

— Ilycrure! — npoueanna npuHuecca. — Bam He B ueM MeHs yIIpeKHYTh!

— OtBeuvaiire, Jiend. Bam HpaBUTCS Apyroi My xumHa?

— Her!

Pa3Be moskeT nmpocToe M MycToe CI0BO «HPaBUTCS» OTpa3uTh ee uyBctBa? Her. U naxe cnoBo
«BJTIOOJIEHA» — CJIMIITKOM TTOBEPXHOCTHOE, cl1adoe, KaK CKBO3HSIK MPOTHB yparaHa.

Her, ona ne BmoOieHa. OHa mo0ut. Beeit Tymon, BceM ceparieM, BCei KU3HBIO.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT CKYJIMBIIIAsI 91X0 HE BBIIEPKaJIa, IPeooJiesia CTpax nepe]] MOIIbIO CEBEPHOTO
Mara ¥ LamHynia ero 3a Hory. Ho TyT ke OTCKoYMsIa CTpeMUTETbHBIM CHEKHBIM BUXPEM U I0PKHYJIa
TOJ1 IBaH.

Jlerra nepenyranace. Cefiuac Ayap yObeT WK 1X0, WU ee.
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Jluno nmmneparopa UCKa3ujIoch rpUMacoi 00, MOKPBUIOCh KOPKOH Jibaa. He Tonbko jmro.
Jlerra nouyBcTBOBAJIA, KaK aJICKMI XOJIOJ CKOBBIBAET €€ TeJIO, a JIeASHbIE CTPEJIbl OSBUINCH AaKe
Ha IMOTOJIKE.

Ho Amsp 6bicTpo oBnaes codoii U ake KepTBY He BBITYCTHII U3 KOTTHCTHIX Jiarl. JIUib moko-
CWJICS Ha JIMBaH, 32 KOTOPBIM MOCKYJMBaJa TOXE NepenyraHHas 3ixo. B3max BTopoil ero pyku, u
XOJIOZL OTCTYIHJI, @ YTOJIbKY B KapOBHE OXKUJIU.

— BbI JO/IKHBI 3HaTh NpaBUIIa, MPUHLIECCA, — )KYTKUM B3MIAA AJdpa He JaBall i AbIIaTh M0JjI-
HOU TpyIblo. — Mbl HE Haka3bIBaeM JETel, B TOM YUCIIE 1X0. 3a KaXIbli UX MMPOCTYNOK HaKa3zaHWe
HECYT MX BOCTIMTATENU. Pa3 yk Bl pelIiid OCTABUTH BALIly HXO0 IpU ceOe, BaM MPUIETCS HAYIUThCS
CIIEp)KMBaTh SMOLIMY U HU B KOEM CJlyyae HU K KOMY HE WCIIBITBIBATh 3JI0CTh M HEHABUCTh, €CIIU HE
XOTUTE pacIllayuBaThCs.

— Kak... pacruiaunBarbesi? — TpsCSCh Kak OCHMHKA, cripocuiia Buonerra.

— Bamma s#ixo npuumHIIa MHE OOJTb.

— Ho 4... He uenurens.

— 310 HeBakHO. B Bammx cuiax ucenuts Moo pany. [Togaputh BMecTo 6011 HacnaxaeHue, —
MIPOILETITA] OH el B TyObl U, CKJIOHUBIIMCh, HAKPBUI UX CBOUMH T'yOaMH, XOJOIHBIMU U TBEPIBIMH,
KaK Yy 3aKOYEHEBIIIETro TpyIa.

Jlerta 3a10XHYNach, JIepHYJIach PHIOKOM, MOMaBIIed Ha KpioyoK. Eil ObUIO oMep3uTesbHO,
rajiko. M3 ria3 OpeI3HYy/ M cie3bl. «Y J1JacXOB OOMEH IOLEeTyeM ITPOUCXOIUT TOJIBKO MOcie OpayHbIX
KJIAATB», — BCIOMHMJIa OHa nipeaynpexaeHne Mcadens. Hortu mpuHIiecchl HaparHyIiy 1o BHIITUTOMY
KaM30Jy IMIIepaTopa, HO y JeBYIIKHM He ObUIO CHJI HM OTTOJIKHYTh, HM BBIPBAThCS, HUA 3aKPUYATh.

Ho ummnepatop yxe OTCTpaHuiICs, U B €ro Jiuie ObUIO CTOJIBKO Ope3riIMBOCTH ... HEHABUCTH,
yro Jlerta He Bblaepxkana. CnacutesibHas TEMHOTA OKYTajIa €€ CO3HAHUE.

SIppeH, BOpBaBLINCh, yCIEN MOAXBATUTh IIPUHIIECCY U OIYCTUTh €€ Ha JUBaH.

Nmnepatop, yxe He oOpaiiasi BHUMaHHUs HA OOMOPOYHYIO HEBECTY, PACKPBLT CHEKHBIH MTOPTAT
1, CXBaTWB 3a pyKy Maplieiny, ucue3 BMecTe ¢ HaJloXHULIEH. U He ciplmar, ¢ Kakoi sSipoCThIo MOIy-
KPOBKa OpOCHJI €My BClle]] THEBHBIE CJIOBA:

— 51 BBI3OBY TeOs Ha CyJ] YecTH, OTMOPOKEHHBIN YypOaH!

«3auem s emy? — OblIa mepBast MbIC/Ib OUHYBIIeHcs JleTThl. — OH ke MeHs HeHaBUIuT. Tak
JIOTO, YTO €r0 HAYTO HE OCTAaHABIMBAeT. [la M 9TO MOXKET OCTAaHOBUTDH Takoe uynoBuine? be3pmsiH-
HBIH, YeM £ 3aCily’)Kuja Bce 3107 3a 4to?»

OHa UCKpeHHe He MOHMMAJIa, Kak BO3MOKHO TaKOe OTHOIIICHUE K OyayIiei cymnpyre, Oyaymien
marepu cBoux Jereil. nu Bce aesno B ToM, uto Buonerra — He Mar? A K JpyruM CBOMM K€HaM Kak
oH otHocwicsi? He Bce ke n3 HUX o0Jaiaiyd UCKPOi 00KeCTBEHHOTO IJIaMeHH aipoB.

Ona nouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK PSIIOM C HEW MOILIEBEIMICS M 3aCKYJIWII JIeTeHBIT 311X0. OTKpbLIa
71232, yBUJeNa 3arlakaHHOE JIMUKMKO JieTu DOUrai.

— Barmie BbicouecTBO, Kak s paja, 4To Bbl MPHIIUIM B cebs! — cpady 3anpuunTana (peiimHa.
[IpoTsnyna crakas ¢ Bopoil. — Bot, noneiire. Jlopa SIppeH npukaszai BbIIATH 3TO Cpa3y, KAK Bbl OUHE-
TeCch. 3UITU, He Meman!

JlpakoHOYKa, 5KaJHO CYHYBIIIasICS K CTaKaHy, OOMKEHHO (DBIPKHYJIa. 3HAYNT, B HAITUTKE Marus.
A 10 BUJIy M HEe CKakelllb, BoJa Kak Bofa. BkycHas. Jlerta, TONuB /10 THA, BHITEpIia KanejabKu ¢ Iy0
Y MPOTSIHYJ/IA PYKY K MAJIBIIIKE ¥ TOYYBCTBOBAJA, CJIOBHO KPOXOTHBIE UTOJIOYKH MPOIILIUCH TIO KOXe
— 9UX0 BOMTAJIA OCTATKM Maruu U ¢ 0J1aroqapHOCTHIO JI3HYJA €€ PYKY IIEIKOBBIM SI3bIYKOM.
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— Hapmo parte 3iix0 HOBOe uMs, rocrmoxa! — TylKo MpoOacuia HsSHbKA, BHIOMpAsCch W3-3a
AMBaHa. — DTO 3aKPENuT Bally CBs3b. Bce BocnMTareny Jal0T MMTOMIIAM HOBBIE MMEHA BMECTE C
[JIOTKOM Marvu.

— Ho 310 He mMos1 Marusi, Mapa, — JleTTa mokpyTuia B pyKax IyCTOM CTaKaH.

— HeBaxno. BbIBaeT, YTO U JIIOOW BOCITUTBIBAIOT MMOPYCHBIX JICTGI';I JIaCXOB. I[a XOTA 6bI A TOMY
npumep. Yk mpocTute MeHs1, 0e3rpaMOTHYI0, HO 51 BOT 4TO CKaxy. Het Ha 3emuie mozieit 6e3 Karuim
Maruu. Benp aiipbl, Koraa nepeaas rjiamMst Marui n30paHHbIM, HaKa3aJid UM pasaarth BceM. Komy-To
OoJIbIIIe JOCTAIOCh, KOMY-TO MEHBIIIE, HO C TeX TOp B KaKJIOM YeJIOBeKe JPEeMJIET XOTh KpPOXOTHas,
HO nckpa. Ho He kak1oMy ynaeTcst HaiiTu ee B ce0e M pa3ayTh ee 10 HACTOsIero riaMeHn. Tak 4o,
€CTh B BAC Marus, rocrioxa, ecTb.

VAUBUTENBHO, HO MTPOCTHIE CJIOBA JPAKOHbEN HSHHM BCKOJIBIXHY/IM YTO-TO B ChEKUBILIEHCSI, 000-
JOKEHHOM JIBIXaHWEM JIIOTOTO X0JIofia JTyIie mprHiiecchl. OHa MovyBCTBOBasIA ceOsl IIBETKOM, OKHBa-
IOIIMM TIOJ] HABTMBILIMUMCSI HA HETO CyrpoOOM.

Kak 4vacto B nercrBe onu ¢ Buosnoil ropeBasid, 4YT0 OHH, JIOY€PU OTHEHHOTO Mara W FOpHOMN
BOJIILIEOHMITBI, HE YHACTIEAOBAIM Aapa oT poauteselt. HukTo us cemepoix aereir Podepra u XenuHsl.
Ho kponrnpunity JIsiipuHy aap A0cTaHeTCs B HACTEACTBO, a IPUHIIECCHI TaK U OCTaHYTCS 00e3/1071eH-
HBIMMU.

[oTom, Koraa MpHUHIIECCH MOB3pOCIieNy, BrosnerTa yxe MoHUMasia, YTO YeM BHIIIe Jap, TeM
OobIIIe TUIATUT MUPY oflapeHHbIH. OHa 3amevasa, Kak MCCyIIaeT OTIa ero BHyTPEHHUN OrOHb, KaK
cBoouT ¢ yma. He 3pst ero nmpo3panu 3a r1a3a «beleHbiid peikuil ObIK».

Bort u TpexcomierHuit Anap. .. D10 Marusi CBOgUT ero ¢ yma. Orpomnasi, 00xecTBeHHasl BJIACTh
HaJl MUPOM, JOCTaBIIasiCsl OOBIYHOMY YE€JIOBEKY, CO3/JaHHOMY He KaK COCYIL JUIsl TAKUX CHIL.

Uro Oyner, eciii HATUTh PacKaJIeHHBIN CBUHEII B TOHKYIO (hapdopoByio vamiky? OHa JIOIMHET.

XoTb OBl IOCKOpee, — B310XHya JleTTa u TyT *ke ycTeiamnack. Henb3s xenars 31a 1pyromy.
[Tpu3BaHHOE 3710 CHaYasIa MPUXOIUT K Teoe.

[TpuHIIECCA MBICTIEHHO Clieiajia OTBpALIAIONINI 3HAK, MPEAICTAaBIIA 3epKajo — CUMBOJ BO[,
OTPa3MBILIMX JIUK Be3pIMSHHOIrO — ¥ MOBEPHYJIA €r0 HaJl TOJI0OBOM OTpaXkalolleld CTOPOHON BBEPX.

— Cnacu6o 3a nojickasky, Mapa, — yinbiOHyach oHa. — HaBepHOe, UM 17151 91X0 JOJKHO OBITh
HAa CBSIIIEHHOM?

- XOpOH_IO 6bI, — KMBHYJIa HAHbKA. — BCIIL B OTUX JUTATKaX — 4YUCTad Maruvs, a 4YTO OHA, KaK HE
nap aiipos? Tonbko BOT yto. Hamo, 4ToObI HOBOE MMSI HECIIO B ce0e YaCTUUKY CTaporo.

Jlerta 3agymanace. OHa 3HajIa CBAIIEHHYIO pedb OUYeHb NMOBEPXHOCTHO, B OCHOBHOM, U3 Liep-
KOBHBIX TICAJIMOB Y TUMHOB, J1a ¥ T€ OOJIbIIIEN YacThio 3yOpuiia, a He TIOHUMaJla CMBICII.

— Hapeky 1e6s1 3uaHTpoii, — OHa OCTOPOKHO TMOIIAAMIA MABIIIKY 1O ONECTSIIIM JIEISTHBIM
poxkaM. — 3uaHTtpa — cnacaomast. mu npocro 3u.

— A Benip B camyIo cyTh! — ymuimiack Mapa.

— A rae nequ McaGenb? — CrioxBaTUIach MPHUHIIECCA.

OtBermia (ppeityinaa Douraii:

— Ona 6ecenyet ¢ KpoHnprHIeM Uruarpom. Ero BeIcOUECTBO MpUILIEN OCBEIOMUTHLCS O BaIlleM
3I0POBbE, HO LIEJTUTEITH 3AMIPETHIT BaC OECTIOKOUTb.

Crpena peBHOCTH TIPOH3WIIA cepjlle npuHilecchl. Ee kamep-dpeinHa do cux nop 6onraer ¢
MIOCTOPOHHUM MY KUMHOI?

— MHe yxe sierde. [To30Bu ee, — prKa3asia mpuHIecca. JOUrail MeTHyJIach 3a 1Bepb. A JlerTa
riepeBeia B3IJIsi/L Ha CITy’KaHKy. — A Tbl, Mapa, MOxelIb Moka ObITh CBOOOIHA. 3MaHTpa MoOyAeT o
MHOW.

— 4 toraa Bemwu ee npuHecy. [Ipunnecca OcusiHa 3aapuia MaJIBIIIKY, Y€ro TOJIbKO HEeTy... —
yXe Ha IyTH K IBEpU MPoOOPMOTajIa HHbKA U MOCTOPOHMIIACK, TPOIyCcKast jieau Mcabenb.
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W3-non momnyomnyieHHbIX Bek JleTta Ha0umoiana, Kak HeCTIeNHo, ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM KaMep-(ppei-
JIMHA BXOJIUT B TOCTUHYI0. Ha ee cMyrioM nuiie urpast pymsiHell, OUeHb KPACHBILIUH ICBYIIIKY, TOJTHbIC
ryOBI yITBIOQTUCH, & B3TJIsA] OOJIBIIUX U TEMHBIX, KaK I05KHAS HOUb, I1a3 ObUT TYMaHHBIM, C TIOBOJIOKOM.

OOxuramomas Kpacota, MaHsmas. M npuManuBasia oHa ee mooumoro! A Jlerta HUYero He
Moria caenarb. Hu B3MIsiioM, HUA jKeCTOM HeJb3sl MoKa3aTh HU CBOEH JTI0OBU, HA CBOGH PEBHOCTH.
Ecnm kTo-TO Horajgaercs, el He KUTh. ..

— Jlenu Wcabenpb, opaiite MO¥ 3K3eMIUIsSIp OpauyHOro JOrOBOpa, — pacropsianiack Buonerra.

Omna 3aMeTHIa, KaK YIUBJIEHHO B3METHYJIMCh PECHHIIBI Kamep-(PEHIMHBL, HO Ta OBICTPO B3sijIa
ce0s1 B pyKH, MPOIUIA K OJHOMY U3 CYH/IYKOB U, CHSIB MarmyecKyio Tievyarh, MOBepHYJIa K04, OTKH-
HYyJIa KPBIIIKY U BBITAIIMJIA JIAPEIl, T/Ie XpaHWIa APArolieHHOCTH U JOKYMEHTHI.

Tot Toke ObUT OrnevaTaH IMAayHCKON Maruei, oueHb 3(PpeKTHOM: Jlaper 0OBUBAT MaJICHbKUIA
ApaKkoH recovHoro npeta. Mcabens moriaguia ero mo rojioBe, CHUMasl 3aKJIsATHE, U JPAKOH TOM-
HsUJT KAMEHHYIO TOJIOBY, OCKAJIMJICS C IIUTIEHUEM, HO, IIPU3HAB XO3AWKY, PACChINacs, CIOBHO TOPCTh
necKa, 1 ucyes.

Jlean D6uraiin HaOmoOnAIa 32 KOIJOBCTBOM C BOCXHUIIIEHUEM — IOHYIO JIEBYIIIKY BOCTOPraJio Bce,
YTO Kacajioch Marvu, ¥ OHa 3aBUJOBaJa CcTapiieil (peiyinHe Kyna Ooblie, YeM IpuHIecce. A BOT
91XO0 37I00HO 3apblvajia Ha BpakJeOHYIO el ayHCKYI0 Maruio — oHa ObUia JIIsl Hee sS0M.

Hcabenb, cHAB MOCIeAHNE 3aTI0OPhI, BHITAIIMIIA U3 JIapIa HECKOJILKO MIKATYJIOK U, HAKOHEI], Ha
CBET MOsIBUJICS JUTMHHBIN NeHas. Ero oHa u mogasa ¢ OKJIOHOM TTpUHIIeCCe.

— Bam nokymenT, munenu.

Jlerta moBeprena B pykax NeHal, HaKaja B ONpeIesIeHHON MOC/Ie0BATEIbHOCTH CEKPETHBIE
3arophl, 3aMaCKUPOBAHHBIE ITO]] 3aBUTYIIKMA OPHAMEHTA, a KOTJIa, IIEJKHYB, OTOIUIA B CTOPOHY OJJHA
13 3aBUTYIIIEK, OTKPHIBAsi OTBEPCTUE 3aMKa, CHsLJIA C ITIEH IETMOYKY C KPOXOTHBIM KJTIOUOM U OTKpbLTa
IKaTyJIKy. M1 BCKpUKHYIIa.

Ha anom 6apxate He 6110 HU KiI0uKa. [leHan okasasncs mycr.

— Kak 310 nmoHnmars? — THEBHO BO33pHJIaCh OHA HA XPAHUTEJIBHUITY TOKYMEHTA.

Hcabens nmodennena.

— Ho, Bame BeicouectBo... Kak e Tak? [leuatn ObUTH HE TPOHYTHI!

— Ho nokyment ykpanen! U caenath 310 Mo Tojbko Bbl! KTO eiie Mor cHATh medaty u
HAJIOKUTh 3aHOBO?

— KnsiHychb keNThIM TUIaMeHeM, 51 He TIpUKacayiach K neHary. M Kak s Moria, eciii KJIio4 ecThb
TOJILKO y Bac, M Bbl C HUM HE paccTaeTech?

— Ho s 6b11a 6e3 co3nanusi. U. .. ve nepsbiit pa3! Jleau Do6uraiin, 308U preppa Upaapu!

SIppeH sIBUIICA TOJIBKO Yepe3 YeTBEPTh Yaca.

— Ilpocrute 3a 3agep:xkKy, Balle BBICOYECTBO, — IMOKJIOHUWJICS MJIAAIIMNA JopA. — Most cMeHa
3aKOHYMJIAChH, U 1 TO3BOJIMII ce0e B CBOOOJHOE BpeMsl OTIIyYHMThCS U3 TOCTEBOTO KOPITyCa.

— Kak rmaBa mMoeii oxpaHsl Bbl He JOJDKHBI HUKY/IA OTJTydaThcsi 0e3 I0KJIaia U MOEero J03BoJie-
HUs1! — BCOBIXHYJIA IPUHIIECCA HETOIOBAHUEM.

W3meHuuBbIe, Kak BECEHHSIS TIOT0/a, I71a3a NOIYKPOBKU MO3EJICHENH.

— Kak maBe Bameir oxpaHbl, MIJIE{, MHE MHOT/Ia HEOOXOIMMO COXPAHSTh MOJHYIO CEKpeT-
HOCTh MOUX I€PEMEILIECHU.

— Haxe oT meHs?

— JHaxe or Bac. Her rapanTuu, 4ro Bamm IOKOM He npociaymmsanTrcsa. Kpome Toro, nHorga
KM3HEHHO BaKHO KaX/I0€ MTHOBEHHME, U HEJOIYCTUMO TPaTUTh BpEMs Ha OXHUJAHME, KOTAa Ballle
BBICOUECTBO M3BOJIUT MPHUHATH MeHS. BBl B 9TO Bpemsi MOXkeTe CIiaTh, KyNarbCsl WK MpeObBaTh B
00MOpOKe, KaK CerOfHs.

[NonyuynB oTHoOBenb, MPUHIIECCA MMOKPACHEA U BBIHYKAEHA OblIa COIMIACUTHLCS C JKEJIe3HBIMU
aprymeHTamu mara. Ho mocnieHee ci0Bo ocTaBmiia 3a COOO:
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— UYro X, ecu s1 He MOTY MPUHSATH Bac, WM €XKeJIU €CTh CPOYHAsT HEOOXOIUMOCTh TIOKUHYTh
Balll IIOCT, BbI BOJILHBI [IOCTYIIATh Ha cBOe pasyMeHue. Ho B octanbHOe Bpems 51 10JbKHA 3HATh, KOTa
Y Ha Kakoe BpeMsl Bbl yxoaurte, (prepp Upaapu.

— Kak npukaxere, — oJyKpoBKa CKJIOHWAJ HEOKOPHYIO I'OJIOBY, HO €0 B30p BCE €11 HEelpH-
MHUPHUMO U 51JOBUTO 3€JIEHE].

— Tak u npukaxy, — Jlerra B3aepHyna nondopoaok. Eie He xBartasno, 4toObl ee mprKasbl ocra-
puBauch. — tak, st 38asa Bac, 4ToObl Bbl pa300PATUCh, KTO U 3a4eM MOXUTHII MOH K3EMILISIP I0TO-
BOpa U3 NIeHa/a, KOTOPbI XpaHUJICS B JIaplie ¢ MArHYeCKUMHU MeYaTsIMHU.
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I'naBa 3. MuHyC 0/JUH U3 TpeX

INopran nepenec Ampa u Mapiieny B XoJul nepeji MOKosAMHM uMrieparopa. Kak Toinbko morac
SIPKO-CUHUI KOHTYD, Biiajpika Jib0B OTTOJIKHYJ IPWJIBHYBLIYIO K HEMY JIEBYILKY.

— Crynaii B ciajibHIO!| — ITpUKa3aJl OH ¥ B3MaxHYJI PyKOH, CO3/1aBasi HOBbIA MOPTaJlL.

— T'ocnionux, Mory s cipocuTh?

— Hy uro eme? — Anmap pasapaxkeHHo odepHyscs. HameTuBImiics: CHeKHbIN Kpyr MTHOBEHHO
pasBesuics.

— YeM MHe MOXHO 3aHATHCS B OKUJIAHUU Bac?

— Huuem. O6513aHHOCTb HAJIOKHULIBI — COTPEBaTh CBOMM TEJIOM MOCTeSIb K IPUXO/LY FOCIIOIMHA.
Ecnu no%e okax)eTcst XOJIOAHBIM, 51 Te0s1 BHITOHIO.

— Ho 310 3%e cky4yHO — Bce Bpems JiexkaTs! — Mapiiesna Ha/tysia myXJieHbKHe TYOKH.

— Cky4HO? — UMIIepaTop MoiMaJ JAeBYIIKY 32 MOAOOPOIOK M MPOBE OOJBIIMM MajbIIeM O
ee ryoam. — JI03BOJISII0 YMTaTh.

— Yro? — ppKas rapaapyHTCKas po304Ka M3yMJIEHHO OKpyrvia rasa. — Yurare? 4 Omaro-
ponHas Jieau, a He ciiykka-uren! S1 He ymero unTath!

— Hypa! — Asp oTIBBIpHYI OT ceds AeBully. — M Kak ke Bbl )KUBETE B TAKOM HeBekecTBe?

— B kaxg0M 651aropoqHOM rapiapyHTCKOM JOMe €CTb CTIeNMaIbHO 0O0yYEeHHBIE CITyTH — YTElbl 1
ncapy, — TOpAEIMBO MOSICHWIA HAJIOXKHULIA. — APUCTOKPATy HEMPUJIMYHO 3aHUMAThCS JIEJIOM HU3-
KHX cocioBuid. Kpome Toro, 3To mpocto BpesiHo, 0co0eHHO AeByIiKaM! OT yTeHHs NOSABISIOTC MOp-
IIMHBI U IOPTUTCS LBET JIUIIA, & OT YEPHWJI NAYKAIOTCs PYKH U ofeka. 1o noctbiiHo! EquHCTBEH-
HOE, YTO He BO30paHAEeTCs] BHICOKOPOAHBIM — PACIUCHIBAThCSA B IOKYMEHTaX. DTOrO YMEHUsl BIOJIHE
JOCTATOYHO.

Nmnepatop pacxoxoTascs.

— Mos HeBecTa Takas xe gypa’

Mapuiena 0OM:XEHHO MOCOoIeNa, HO BbIIaBUJIA:

— Xyske! OHa BraiiHe HayulJIach YUTATh U Ia)Ke MHUCATh, CJIOBHO KaKasi-TO KYI4MXa, a He IpHUH-
necca. §I cama Busiena, Kak ee o0y4as 3ToT ropel. .. ¢poep SAppen!

— YT10? — My)K4MHa CXKaJl IJIe40 HAJIOKHULBI TaK CUJIBHO, YTO OHA BCKPUKHYJIA. — 3HAUMT,
SAppen oOydan? DToT ManbUMIIKa el HpaBuTcs? OTBevaii!

— Ja, oH eii HpaBuTcs. S BuAena, kak npuHiecca Bronerra um moodyercs. U emme koraa KpoH-
npuHL UITMHYP OCTaBMII €0 OHOTO Ha IOrpaHUYHOM Oepery B Ty HOUb, Korja TeMHas cTpaHa epa
He noxpana ['apaapyHr, y BuonerTst Obi1a camast HacTosiiasi HICTepuKa. IToMy Bce ObUTH CBUIIETENH !
A yx Korza SIppeH BepHyJICs )KMBOM U HEBPEMMBII, OHA eMy Ha I1elo Opocuiach!

— Bor kak? SIppen, nogymatsb Tonpko! IlleHok! — 371as ycMelka paccekiia peKpacHoe JIUIO
umrieparopa. — Terepb NOHSTHO, TOYEMY OHA Tak CONpPOTHBIIsieTcs Opaky. M yemy ere oHa 00y4u-
J1ach y Takoro... yuurensi? Yto onn unran BMecte? JIloOOBHBIE MOCIaHus JpyT Apyry?

— 41... He 3Haw, rocnoguH. He 3Hato! — 3axHbIKana HanoxHua. — [lycrute, rocriogus. Mue
00J1bHO!

— Xanb, yTo THI yke JuIIMIach J1oBepus JeBYOHKU. [lotopornumics s ¢ TOOOM... A 4TO Thl
CKasellb 00 Douraitn? B koro oHa BmoOneHa?

— MBblI He ycnienu cOMM3UTHCS, Bala 6e3ynpedyHocTb. A, OOIHHO!

— HyXHO roBopuTh «Baia MHOTOJIMKOCTb», Tiynast. Tl OKa3amach coBceM Oecrionie3Ha, Map-
nena. 1 pazoyaposaH. U mpekpaTu XHbIKaTh, HEHABUKY 0a0CKOE HBIThe !

Wmriepatop ayHys B JIMIO JEBYIIKM, M OHO JIMIIMJIOCH KPACOK, a MOTOM MEIEHHO, YTOObI
JKepTBa ycresa NpoyyBCTBOBATh, TPEBPATUIIOCH B JIEASHYIO MACKY C PA3UHYTHIM B HEMOM KPHUKE PTOM
Y Y’KacoM B 3aCTHIBILIMX IJIa3aX.
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Maprena ycnena cXxBaTuTbCsl pyKaMu 3a HEMEIOILYIO 11110, €€ TPy/b B3/IbIMaach, HO KPUK HE
MOT BBIPBAThCS U3 JICASHOTO TUIEHA, a TOTOM OCTAaHOBUJIOCH JIbIXaHHE, U HECYACTHAs yIaja HUYKOM
y HOT PaBHOIYIIIHO HaOTIOABIIIEro UMIIepaTopa.

Ot ynapa 06 1o JieisiHOe JIUIIO TPECHYJIO.

— HocratouHo, — AJ9p pacnpocTep pyKy Hajl cJIOMaHHOU KykJion. Ee okyTasno cuHee cusiHue. —
Hapneroch, 3TOT ypok OyaieT yCBOEH TBOEH OBIBILIEH TOCTIOKOM.

OH IenKHYJ MaJIblIaMH, U B 00JIaKe CBEPKAIOIIMX CHEKMHOK MOSIBUJIACh OTPOMHAS U TUICUH-
crasi purypa oOHaKeHHOTO JIacXa, CIUIONIb MOKPBITOTO CBETSALIMMUCS y30pamu. BmecTto uia y Hero
Oeslena YyJOBHUIIHAS OyrprcTasi MOP/IA C BBITSIHYTOH MACTHIO.

— Voepu 3nech, Depanap. C geBkoii nenaid, 4to xouerb. Haurpaenibcs, oTaai B Ka3apMbl.

— PasBe 310 He GnaropoaHasi 104b PABHUHHOTO OapoHa? — TIIyXO CIPOCHJT JIacX.

— Bukonra, ®epanap. [la mycTb XOTh rapIapyHTCKOTO KOpPOJIsi. DTO HE MMEET HUKAKOTO 3Have-
HUS. BeImomHsii.

— Braromapio 3a momapok, Moii uMIiepaTop, — Kbk @epanapa ONeCHY M B XUIITHOH YIIBIOKE. —
ThI BriepBbIE OTACIITL MHE JIEBCTBEHHUITY !

Aisp ormaxnyJics. Kakue menoun.

— Hacnaxnaiicsi. Y Hee, yBbI, IOMOPTUIIOCH JIMYUKO, HO TeOsI 3TO BPS/L JI CMYTHT.

— DTO TOYHO, — XOXOTHYJI MOHCTP.

— U Bor ewe uto. C ropua Sppena ¢wrep Mpnapu He criyckath 11a3, HO IOKa HUKaKKX MTPOBO-
Kalui 6e3 Moero mpuKasa.

— Crnymaioch, BiapIKa.

OcTaBUB CJIOMaHHYIO UTPYILKY B JIaliax BEPHOTO CIYTH, AJISp OTKPBUT HAKOHEII CHEKHBIN MOp-
TaJl ¥ yILIeJl U3 ABOpLA.

i S

SIppeH MoKpyTWi B pyKax IyCTOM NEHa, TaK e TIIaTeJIbHO ocMoTped Japel. [lonpocun neau
Hcabenb akTMBUpOBaTh OXpaHHBIN apredakt. [TogpasHil necyaHoro IpakoOHYMKA, JOBEs TOTO JI0
MIPUCTYMA SIPOCTH, M yOeOuICs, YTO 3JI00HOrO OXpaHHMKA He OOMaHyTh M3BECTHBIMH IMOTYKPOBKE
yapamu. ApredakT mpu3HaBaJl TOJBKO pyKy camort Micabenb 1 KpaiiHe HEOXOTHO — PYKY IPHHIIECCHI
BuonerTsr.

SIppeH OTOnBUHYJI JIapel] U TOBEPHYJICA K I0KaHKe.

— Ecyu Bariie KonioBCTBO Tak Oe3yNpeyHo, JIeIH, TO MOy4aeTcsl, B3ATh JOTOBOP MOIJIU TOJIBKO
BHI.

— 3a4yeM MHe 3TO Jienarh? — Kamep-(ppeiyinHa rmoxa’a njaedukoM, IPUIBUHYIA Jlapel K cede u
yCIOKauBalollle Moryaauia ApakoHYMKa, BCe elle IUTIoILIErocs B ippeHa si10BUTHIMU KaMEHHbIMU
HIuIamMu. KOJIIO‘{KI/I, YBBI, HC IPUYHUHUJIN ITOTYKPOBKE HUKAKOI'O Bp€la — OHU OCBIIIAJIMCh, HE TOJIETEB
10 Bpara.

SIppeH B3 YCTYIO MIKATYJIKY, IOKPYTUJ, OCMaTpUBasi CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— Bot u 51 He moHUMalo, 3a4eM KOMY-To 3To JiesiaTh? S momHIo goroBop Hauzyctb. B ['apnapynre
XpaHUTCA €€ OOWUH IK3EMIUIAP MOJJIMHHUKA, U Mar4e€CKas KOIIUuA C HETO 6yI[6T HNMCTb TAKYIO KE
fopuarueckyio cuty. Kakoit cmblicn kpacte 6ymary? Ee naxe He mopnenaTh, OHa OCBSIIEHA TPeMs
MarusiMy, B TOM 4ucje B xpame be3bimsiHHOTO.

— Moxer 6I)ITI>, BOp XOTEJI IIOKa3aTb, YTO €CJIM OH 3aXO4€T, TO HUYTO HE CMOKET 3alllUTUTD
HU CaMbI€ IEHHbIE MOU BEIIH, HU... MeHs? — TUXO CITIpOCUJIa NPpHUHLECCA, HE OTBOAUBIIAA IJ1a3 OT
MIECYAHOTO JIpakKOHYMKA. TOT yxe nepecran HalOMUHATh pa3AyBIIErocs exa v MPUKPbLI I1a3a, Milest
OT JIACKM CBOEH CO3JaTeIbHUIIBI.
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— Ecnu BBl TOBOPUJIM O BallleM FOCTEIPUMMHOM KEHUXE, MIJIEIU, TO BPsJ JIM €My HYyXKHA /115
3TOro Takasl CTpaHHas JeMOHcTpauus. — SlppeH nepesen Ha Jlerty 3agymuuBblid B3I, — Barue
BBICOYECTBO, IPUKAKUTE BAlIUM (PpEIMHAM OCTaBUTDb HAC AJIs1 KOH(UIEHIIMATIBHOTO pa3roBopa.

Jlerta KuBHY/1a ¥ 00€ TaMbl HAITPABUJIACh K BBIXOMY.

— U naper ¢ coboit Bo3pMuTe, Jieau Mcadennb, — morpedoBan AppeH.

I'maza 10kaHKM Ha MUT U3YMJIEHHO PacIIMpUJIMCh, HO OHA MOJIYa BEPHYJACh, NOAXBATHIIA 32
OOKOBBIE PYUKH JIapel] C IPAKOHYMKOM Ha KPBIIIKE U BBIIILIA.

— Tak g m momymas, — YCMeXHYBIIMCh, poOOpMoTan SAppeH, He MOJEHUBIIWICS TUIOTHO
3aKpbITH 3a (PpeiyIMHAMU JIBEPb.

— Yro nongymanu? — Haxmypuiach Jlerra.

— YTt0 miayHckuii amysieT padoTaeT He TONbKO KaKk OXPaHHUK, HO U Kak corisaaraid. Hazmerocs,
Bbl HE BEJIM CEKPETHBIX Pa3roBOPOB IPH HEM?

— H-ner, — B ronoce JIeTTsl He IPO3BYYAJIO0 YBEPEHHOCTH.

— I'naBHOe, nepxatp napen B cyHayke. Ha Hero s HaBecus1 CBoe 3aKJIMHAHME-IIUT OT KPaxkH,
MIOpYM, OTHSI U TIPOYero. Bpsid nu yepe3 TakoW MIUT MOKHO OBUIO YTO-TO TOJCIYIIATh, HAXOISCh
BHYTpPHU CYH/IyKa.

— 3akJuHaHue? — MPUHIIECCAa 0TYEro-To modneaHena. — Toxe crnensiee?

— Pazymeercs! — pagocTHO yneiOHYyICS TONMyKpoBKa. — [ToToMy 51 yBepeH, YTO HUKTO TOCTO-
POHHMI1 He IpUTparuBajcs K cyHayky. Ho Bonpoc, kak BOpy yaajloch YKpacTb JOKYMEHT, Mbl TIOKa
OTJIOKHUM. A BOT BONPOC «3a4eM»... YTO CIyUUTCS, €CJIM UCUE3HYT BCE TP IK3EMIUISIpa JOr0OBOPA,
npuHiecca?

Ee manbup! 1porHyiy, 1 0Ha NOCHEUIHO CIIpsATaia pyKy MOJ CTOJ.

— He 3Hato, — BeiiOXHYJIa JIeTTa U TYT e mpUKycuiia ryoy.

— Eciu 661 ToroBop ObLT OOBIYHBIM, BBl OKA3aJTCh ObI CBOOOTHBI OT BCEX 00SI3aTENILCTB, CJIOBHO
1 He ObLJI0 HUKAKOTro JOroBOpa, — MOsICHWII TeJIOXpaHUTelb. — Ho oH HeoObryHbIl, Musieau. OH Maru-
yeckuil. Bymara, Ha KOTOpO¥ OH HaIMCaH, 3allMIIEHA OT BCEX BOZMOXKHBIX MOIBITOK €€ YHUUTOXHUTb.
Bel XoTenu ero nopsarth U cixeub, Tak? M 'y Bac He MOITy4nsIoCh.

Jlurto JlerTsi cTano coBcem OenbiM. OHa MOJTYa KMBHYJIA, HE OTBOJS OT rOpiia OrPOMHBIX UCITY-
TaHHBIX IJ1a3.

— Bcee-Taku 3ps nmozieit He 00y4aloT XOTs Obl TEOPUH Marvu, Bbl Obl TOTA 3HAJIM €€ BO3MOKHO-
CTH, — B3/IOXHYJI MOTYyKpoBKa. — [Ipearnosnoxy, 4To Bel Nepegaay yepe3 nocia B ['apaapyHT, 4ToObl
BTOPOM 9K3EMILISP JI0TOBOpa ObLT YHUUTOXKEH WK crpsitaH. Ho 4to Obl BB ieniay ¢ Toi 6ymMaroit,
KOTOpast XpaHurcs y Amnspa?

— {1 HajesIach YTOBOPUTD. .. KOE-KOrO. .. IOMOYb MHE, — IpoulenTaia Jlerra, a B mpekpacHbIX
(pranKoBBIX IT1a3aX MOSBUIINCH CIIE3BI.

— Kak e BblI emie HauBHbL. [Ipoctute, Mueau, — SIppeH cHoBa Ayliepas3iuparonie B3I0XHYI. —
I'ne norosop?

— B xapoBHe, cripaBa OT MOETO JI0ka, — BexymnHaya Jlerra. — 1 on He cropen. Houslo 51 3ako-
rajia ero B yIiu.

— U ciayru, MeHstionye nporopeBIrii yroiib B )KapOBHSIX, CKOPO MPUIYT U OOHAPYKAT B TIETIe
Hecropaemyio Oymary ¢ MHTEpecHbIMH TedarsiMu. C Ballero mo3BoJIeHHS 5 ee JOCTaHy.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, — MPUHIIECCA CIJIOTHYJIA CIIE3bl.

— He nmauwTe, npoiiy Bac.

Vremurenp U3 yuyeHMKa BEHpUIHA OKa3ajiCs HUKYABIIHBIA — JEBYIIKA pa3pblJajiach elie
ropire. SppeH HeMeaeHHO cOexan B CHAJBHIO U Yepe3 Mapy MUHYT MOSIBUJICS Ha TOpOre ¢ Iielie-
XOHbKMM CBUTKOM B pyKax.

Jlerta yxe cripaBusiach ¢ coOOM, BBITEpIa ClIe3bl U CHJesa ¢ MPsSMOM, KaKk HaTsHyTasl CTPyHa,
CIIMHOM.

— Kak BBI oraganmuce, 4ro s cama B3sila IOKyMEHT?
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— B nocneaHue qHU K 9TOMY CyHIYKY HUKTO HE IpUKacaics, KpoMe Bac, Muienu, — Sippex
BJIOXKWI CBUTOK B IIKATYJIKY, HO HE TOPOMUJICS OTaBaTh. — Bl OTKPBIBAIM €r0 IMOC/e Ballei BUe-
palHel TOMOJIBKY, CETOAHS HOUBIO, KOTIa OCTAJIUCh B ClAJIbHE OJHA.

— BbI 1 910 3Haete?

— Bam HyXHO MOMHHUTb, YTO BBl OKPYKEHbI MaraMu, U Terepb, MOCJAE CTOJBKUX MMOKYIICHUH,
KasKIbIH Bal miar otciexusaercs. [Ipuuem, He Tonbko MHOM. Ham ¢ Kangapom crout Hemastsix ycu-
JIM1 OTBOJUTH UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CIIEKKY.

Jlerra cruchHyna pyku.

— 41 ve 3Hana. [Touemy BBl MHe He COOOITIIN?

— Bawm u 6e3 31ux 3HaHU# Henerko. Mepbl peloCTOpOKHOCTU Mbl ¢ KaHgapom npearnpuHsimy,
Yy’KHe YA HIYEro He YCIIBIIIAT, 2 MOM /17151 BaC aOCOMIOTHO 6€30MacHbl. Y MeHsI TOJIbKO OJJFH BOIIPOC:
3a4eM BBl pa3bIrpajid STOT CIIEKTaKJIb [is1 jieau Mcabens ? [la, BBl He 3HAIH, UTO ee apTehaKT COOOIIHT
eif, KTO Ha CaMOM JieJie B351JT CBUTOK, 1 Oy/Ib OHA BaIlIIM BParom, TO MOIy4usIa Obl TOBOJ AJIsI IIAHTaKA.
Tak 4TO 3aCTaBUJIO BAC OTKPHITh €1, YTO IIKATYJIKa MmycTa?

[TpuHIiecca ckoMKaaa MOKPBI TUIATOK M MIBBIPHYJIA €70 B OMMKANIIYIO KapOBHIO.

— 3Halo, 4TO BCE MOMYYMIIOCh IIIyNo. — JIeTTa cxkana Ky/lnaku U B3AepHya mogdopoaok. — Mue
MOIyMAJIOCh, YTO HYKHO Kak-TO TMpeaynpeauTh Vcadbenb, 4To cBUTKA HET... M1 HEBO3ZMOXKHO MpH-
3HATBCS, YTO ITO s cama. .. [Tonumaere? HaBepHoe, HaJ0 OBUIO TUXO MOJIOKHUTH €ro0 0OOPaTHO B IITKA-
TYJIKY, HO 5l HE MOIJIa BBITALLIUTB €r0 U3 packaJleHHbIX yriiei! Pemnna nopoxkaats. U o ciyrax, MeHsito-
IIMX OCTHIBILIME KAPOBHHU, 51 TO’Ke MogyMasia. M ucryranace. f e He 3Hasa, 4To Oymara ¢ Maru4ecKoi
niedatbio He roput! A Mcabens ymMHast, OHa Obl 9TO-HUOYIL IpUayMaia. Bapyr Ob TOTOM MOTYYHIOCh
YHUYTOXKHUTh STOT TIPOKJISATHIN JOTOBOP?

SIppeH oTpuLaTeIbHO KauHYJl TOJI0BOM.

—HeBo3moxHO. XOT. .. BB ke He BCe CrIocoObl MPOOOBAIH, a TOJILKO OiMH. Bartiie BricouecTBo,
s1 Ha Bawen cropoHe. S gan Bam kiATBy. [lpoiny Bac, BIpeab COBETYHTECh CO MHOH IMPEXAe YeM
YTO-TMO0 MpeanpuHATh. Kakum Obl HeOXKHMIaHHBIM HU ObLT Baml 3ambicesl. MOXeT ObIThb, I CMOTY
TMOJICKa3aTh BaM OoJiee. .. MpaBmibHOE pereHne. ObernianTe MHe.

Jlerta Monyana, ClIeNTMB TOHKHME MaJIbIIbl ¥ Kycasi TyOBl.

— Iporry y Bac Bcero JiMIIb 4yTh OOJIbIIIe JOBEpHsl, — IPOHUKHOBEHHO CKa3aJl MOJMyKPOBKA. —
Mos 3aaua — OXpaHATh Bac OT BCEX yrpo3, Aaxe OT TeX, KOTOpble MOPOXKIAETe Bbl CAMU CBOEW
HEOCTOPOKHOCTBIO M HEOCBEOMJIEHHOCTBIO.

— HeBexecTtBoM, — ¢ ropeusto yrounwia Jlerra.

— Bui Hayunrtech. Ecim yrieneete. U 51 monoxy Bce CUIbl, 9ToOBI yiienenu. Ho MHe HykHO Barie
o0OerraHue.

— Obemaio, — permuachk Jlerra u oTBepHYyJach. Eif ObIJIO MYUYUTEIBHO CTBIIHO.

— bnaronapio. [laiite-ka MHe, 1 KOe-4TO MIPOBepIo, — SppeH MOKJIOHWICS U, 3a0paB U3 ee PyK
TaK ¥ He 3arepTyIo IKATYJIKY, HAPABUJICS K BBIXOMY.

— [Nopoxaure. Yto BbI ckakeTe MouM (ppeiiuHam ?

— [punymato uto-HUOYAH, — ocTaHoBUIICA SIppeH. — [Toka MM He HYXHO 3HATh, UTO JOTOBOP
Hamesncs. [la, 3a0bUT CITPOCH TS, BBI YK€ I HOBOE MM CBOEH MOOTICeYHOM ?

— Ha. 4 Ha3Bana ee 3uantpa.

EnBa mpuHiiecca mpousHecaa HOBOE MM 3MXO, Kak ABEpb pacliaXxHylach, U B KOMHATy
BOPBAJICSI CHEXXHBIN BUXPb, COMBITINIA ¢ HOT SIppeHa. TeloxpaHuTelTh B TIOMBITKE YAepKaThCsl Ha HOrax
B3MaxHYJI pyKaMH, He3arepTasi IIKaTyJIKa B €ro pyke pacKkpblUlach, CBUTOK BbINAJ U IMPOIAI B CHEX-
HOW KPYTIOBEpTH.

DIX0 OCTAHOBWJIACH HA MHT, YTOOBI CIJIOTHYTh, OOJIM3HYTHCS U O1aroJapHo B3MISIHYTh Ha KOP-
MUJIBIIA, HO TYT JK€ JKaJOOHO 3aBM3Kajla M MOKATUJIACH 10 MOy — MPOIJIOYEHHAs] OTHEHHAsT Marusi
OKa3aJlach CMEpTEJIbHO OIAcHa ISl €€ CEBEPHOI'0 OPraHu3Ma.

23



. Apbsp. «Jlio6oBb u kopoHa. Kuura 2. JIio60Bb 1 n€mn»

— Broirumions! Ckopee! — fppeH mnoiiman Hec4aCcTHOTO ISTEHbIIA, TPUKAT K cede coaporarolie-
ecsl B KOHBYJIbCUSIX TeJiblie U 0€30053HEHHO CYHYJI PYKY B KJIBIKACTYIO MACTh.

DIX0 3aKalUIsIa, OTPHITHYB KPOXOTHBIN KJIOUOK OyMaru. POBHBIN, KPYIJIbiid, pa3MepOM aKKY-
par ¢ yMeCTHMBUIYIOCSI Ha HEM ajlylo IevyaTh OTHEeHHbIX Koposed ['apmapynra. Bee, uro yueneno ot
HETJIEHHOTO, HEMOTOIUISIEMOr0, HECTOPAEMOr0, Marn4eCK! 3allMIIEHHOTO M OCBSILEHHOTO 3K3EM-
isipa OpavyHOro JOroBopa IecTo aouepu kopossi Podepra n nmmeparopa Cesepa.

— Kakas tparnueckas ciyvaitHocts! IIpoctuTe, Bailie BbICOYECTBO, MOIO HEJIOBKOCTh, — SIppeH
niepeast ’KajaoO0HO CKYJIMBIIYIO 91XO0 B PYKH MPUHIIECCHI, IO KJIOYOK C TeYaThIO JIEBOIM PYKOM,
Ha KOTOPOH 3aCBETUJIOCh PyOMHOBOE KOJIBIIO, U OPOCHI B KaPOBHIO O ciioBamMH: — OTOHb — K OTHIO,
coevHUCh. 3abepu croe!

W3 konplia ynapuo anblii 1yd. Ileyats BCIbIXHY/Ia HECTEPIMMO SIPKOM 3BE3/I0M M UCYe3Ia.

Hsanbka Mapa, ckasioid 3acThIBINIAsI HA TOPOTe U 3aropoauBINast 0030p ppeilyimHaM CBOe KpyIi-
HOM (purypoi, enBa ycriesa MprKphITh IJ1a3a PyKOH. A 3a ee CIMHOW BCKPUKHYJ/IM U YT B 0OMOPOK
o0e 1amBbl.

iiX0, BHIPBABIIMCH U3 PyK JIETTHI, C BU3rOM ymuaniach K HsIHbKE, IPUYEM, KAKMM-TO IyIOM
CymeJia ¥ BBIHECTH U3 TIPOX0/1a TPY3HYIO JKEHIIUHY, ¥ 3aXJIOMHYTh 32 COOOW CTBOPKH JBEPH.

SAppeH u Jlerra BCTpETUINCH B3I IAMU.

— Bo1 He nocTpagany, Bamie BeicouecTBO? Kak Bamm rnaza? — 00eCOKOMIICS MOTYKPOBKA.

— 41 c myaieHyecTBa ellle U He TaKue CBETOIPECTABJICHUsI BUIbIBAJIA, TTAlleHbKA JIIOOMIT MpH-
JBOPHBIX MyTraTh, — yIBIOHY/IACh MpHHIecca. — [TpuBbIKIIa.

[TonykpoBka rmokayvas rojoBO.

— Bpsa m Takyo yCTOMUMBOCTH MOXKHO OOBSCHUTH TOJIBKO NMPHUBBIYKON. BB — 0Yb rOpHOM
JIeid, PUSHHBIL, MYCTh K BaM M He Tieperen Oenbiid qap. Ho rmaBHOe — Bamn oTell Bce-Taku Aajl BaMm
3aIIUTy OT OrHs, Muieau. M 3To oueHb Xxopoliast HOBOCTh JUIst HAC. XOTs sl MOT Obl M paHbllie Jora-
JaThCsl.

— Hymaete? Eciiu Ob1 OH Jajm MHe 3alUTy, 1 Obl MOIJIa OpaTh YIJIU TOIBIMU PyKaMH, HO 51 HE
MOTY.

— 3ammurTa ObIBaeT pa3HOW. [ pOMOOTBO/ 3AIMUTHUT OT MOJIHUY, HO HE OT JOKIA.

— Ho BbI TO)e He nocTpagaiv. OH ¥ BaM a1 3aimuTy?

— MOKHO U Tak cKa3arh. 1 — Oesblil Mar, MOTOMCTBEHHBIN PUH U YUEHUK BEHpPHUIHA. .. — HAYall
OBLIIO MOIYKPOBKA, HO OCeKcsl M yeMexHyics. — Ho He Oyay Bac oOMaHbIBaTh, MPUYHMHA HE B 9TOM. Y
MEHsI €CTb 0CO00€ KOJIBIIO OTHEHHOTO KOPOJIS U €r0 OJ1arocyioBeHre. A ceiiyac mporry MeHs IPOCTUTb,
1 TOJIKEH MPOBEPUTH COCTOSIHME BallMX (PpeilyivH.

— ®pep Upnapu. .. criacu6o.

— Moii gonr — 3anminaTh Bac, — MOKJOHUJICS AppeH.

«Jlonr... — ¢eIpkHYaIa Mpo ceds MpuHIecca. — YIoOHOe cIoBO. B 0060 MOMEHT MOXKHO
PelInTh, 9TO 0T OoTHaH. M uto Torga ynepxut? Ecim Obl 3TOT phIlaphb 3aIUIal MEHS 110 BEJICHUIO
cepaia, a He J0Mra, st Moryia Obl eMy JI0BEpsITh, KK OH IIPOCUT».

Howast 1o nqBepr U OpPOCUB B3IJISII 32 MOPOT, TOPELl... TUIOTHO 3aKPbLI MX M MOBEPHYICS K
MIpUHLIECCE.

— BamwmmM 1By™m (ppeitinHam ysxe nomoraer Kanjgap, Baiie BHICOYECTBO. A y HAC €CTh €l11e OIHO
JeJ10, U MO JOJIT 3allIUTHUKA BEJIUT MHE MPEIOCTEPEYb Bac OT MOCHEUIHbIX. .. IEHCTBUIA.

— 41 yxe pgaya BaM CJIOBO. .. — HEJOBOJIBHO ITOMOPIIMIIACK JleTTa.

— 4 nmero B BuaYy sieau Mapueny.

Jlerra BcnbIXHYJIA, BCKMHYJIA TOJIOBY, IIPU/AAB B3MVISALY X0I0OJa U HAAMEHHOCTH.

— 4 3anpernai MPOU3HOCUTHh B MOEM IIPUCYTCTBUU €€ UMs!

— I[No3BonbTe cka3arh. [leByIika Obula OKOJIIOBaHA. Y Hee HEeT TAKMX pOMTENeH, Kak y Bac, HeT
TAKOM 3aIlIUThI, KaKasl €CTh y BaC, M HET CUJI TPOTUBOCTOATh. OHA BCEro JIMIIIb CJIa0bIid YeIOBEK.

24



. Apbsp. «Jlio6oBb u kopoHa. Kuura 2. JIio60Bb 1 n€mn»

— DOurai Toxe BCEro JIMIIb CIa0blil YesloBeK, HO OHa yaepkaaach OT UCKylIeHus. A Map-
1ieJia. .. OHa BeJia ceOst OCKOPOUTENIHLHO !

— Henb3s ockopOuUTh conHile, mpuHIiecca. Bl — 1o4b KOpoJis 1 HeBecTa umreparopa. Bol Hens-
MEPHMO BBILIE €€.

— BoI cobupaetech mpovecth MHE MPOIoBeb, (hrep Mpmapu?

— Her. 4 npomry Bac moMHuUTh 0 TOM, 4YTO Jiean Mapuena — nogaanHas [apnapynra. 1 o towm,
YTO BB B3SIJTM €€ IO/l CBOE MOKPOBUTEIIHCTBO.

— OHa npenaJia MeHsl.

— Ona B3s1a Ha ce0sl TOT yaap, KOTOpbIi MpeaHazHavascs BaM. [Toka jgeau Mapiiena oTBiekaet
MMIIepaTopa, y Bac €CTh BpeMsl MOATOTOBUTHCS, BBIBEJATh €r0 Clladble CTOPOHBI U 3AIUTUTHCS.

JlerTa BO3MYIIIEHHO CBEPKHYJIA [T1a3aMHU.

— Bel npeqyiaraere MHe MCHOMB30BATh UMIIEPATOPCKYIO. .. TIOICTUIIKY B KAueCTBE IIMUOHKHU?
ITO OTBpATUTENBHO, JopH. Huzko. Peiliaps HUKOIIA HE TpeyIokui Obl Takoe!

— 41 He pbiLIaph, CMe HAOMHUTS. [[71st MeHst OyIyT XOpOIIN BCe METOIBI, KOTOPbIE TIOMOTYT
BBITIOJTHATH MOIO 33/1a4y. A MOsI 3a[]a4a — COXPAaHUTh BaIlly KM3Hb U )KU3Hb BAIIUX MPUOIMKEHHBIX
naM. Hac 311ech cimiikom Maiio, a B CeBEpHBIX JIbJax JIETKO OCKOIb3HYThCA. S npeiaraio BaM mpo-
TSHYTh PYKY YIaBILEH U BHITALUTH €€, He 1aTh IPEBPATUTD €€ B CJIerNoe opyaue npotus Bac. U tem
CaMBIM MPOTUBOCTOST. . .

— Moewmy Bpary, — npoenraia Jlerra, c:kaB KyJaku.

— Iloka eme He Bpary.

— Borock, 4To 112, ¥ y)Xe HU4ero He UCTIPaBUTh, HUKOTIA, — HETPUMHUPUMO CKAJTMCh TyObl IIPHH-
LIECCHI.

— Torzma Bam Tem GoJiee HYXKHO JIepKaThCsl 3a JIIOOYI0 HUTOUKY, AaXe 3a TaKylo THIIIYIO, KaKk
nequ Mapuena. [TposiBute Muiiocepiue, Baillie BBICOYECTBO. A y MEHS MOSIBUTCS LIAHC CHATH C Hee
IIPUBOPOT, ECJIH €I1IE HE MO3/IHO.

[Tpunuecca 3agymanacsk. He BpeMst 1 He MeCTO MPOsIBJIATh TOPABIHIO. Benlb B Hell TOBOPUT He
PeBHOCTD (OBLIO ObI K KOMY PEBHOBATh!), a BCEro JIMIIb ys3BJIEHHOE caMomoOre. A yX HacTynarh
eMy Ha ropio Jlerte He BHepBOW ¢ TaKUMHU-TO CTapIIMMHU CECTpaMu, Kak y Hee. M moBopauuBarb
CHTYAIIHIO B CBOIO NMOJIb3y. [1aBHOE — AppeH eit HyxkeH. U ecni eMy oHagqo0MIach 3a4eM-TO HarJiast
u OGecuecTHas ieBuIia O1aropoHbIX KPOBEH, TO He Tak U BesuKa 1ieHa. U Jlerta He OyaeT BBIIVISACTD B
r1a3ax npuHua Uruaupa B3J0PHOM U MCTUTEIBHOM Topasiukoil. OHa POSIBUT MY/IPOCTb, MUJIOCEPAME
Y TIOCTOUHCTRBO.

— Xoporuo, ¢pvep Upnapu. S nonsiTarocs.

i S

[NokuHyB npuHIIECCY M, KaK BCeraa, 3a0bIB OTYMTATHCS O TUIAHAX, BONPEKU TpedoBaHmio Buo-
JIeTTHI, SIppeH OTIpaBWIICS K BBIXOMY M3 OamrHu, HO ObUT MepexBaueH Jienu VcabGems. Hecmotpst Ha
NIEPBYIO MOMOILb, OKa3aHHYI0 KaHzapom, 171a3a AeBylleK HENpEepbIBHO CIE3WINCh — AaXKe MPUIITY-
IIIEHHBIN KPYITHBIM TEJIOM JPAKOHbEW HSIHBKU CBET BCIIBIIIKU OCJIETIUI UX.

— Yro 310 OBLT0, (prepp Mpaapu? — NpuioKUB JagoHb K MOKPACHEBIIMM TJa3aM, CIIPOCHIIA
nenu Vcabenb.

— DIIX0 pacHiaauiach, — ckaszain SppeH, He TOKPUBUB HU CJIOBOM.

— A, TaK 310 cpaboTasa BaIla 3al|Ta OT Ype3MEePHOro YPOBHS Maruu?

— MOXHO M Tak cKa3aTb, — corlacuiics ropenl. He oOsi3ateibBHO caMoMy JIraTh Tam, Iie pajibl
oOMaHbIBaThCsl 6€3 ero MOMOIIIH.

— A noroBop Hanum?

— Hammm. Ho, yBbI, 91X0 UTaeTCsl Maruei.

HNcabenpb omyctmia pyky. [71a3a 10kaHKM M3yMJIEHHO OKPYIJIMJIChH, a CJIE3UMHKHA MTHOBEHHO
BBICOXJIH.

— Maruyeckwuii 1oroBop. .. ucue3? U uro terneps Oymet?
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— Huuero crpamHoro. Eciu nonamo6urces, 3aTpedyeM KOMUI0 U3 KOPOJICBCKOW KaHIIEISIpUA
lapnapynra. Vnu u3 umnepckoit kanuesnsipuu. Ho moka He BHKY HEOOXOAMMOCTH KOro-mbo oecro-
KOUTb.

— Bel ipaBsl, jopa Upaapu.

— Pan B3aumononnmanuio. [To3BonbTe Bac OCTaBUTS.

IOxanka npoBoausa ropiia 3ayMUUBbIM B3IJISIIOM.

Tak xe 3aqyMuuB ObUT B3IV MoTYaauBoro Kanmapa.

SIppeHy MOBE3JI0 ¢ HAllAPHUKOM — TOT HE 3a/laBajl JUIIHUX BOIMPOCOB. Bripouem, mutamiiero
JIOp/a ¥ YMUCTOKPOBHOTO PHIHA TPOMHCTPYKTUPOBAI HA TOT CYET caM KOpoJib PodepT, sicHO 0603Ha-
YUB, YTO YUCTOTA KPOBU M POJIOBUTOCTh €r0 MHTEPECYIOT B MOCJIEIHIO OYepeb.

dnermaTUuHBI Kak TeHb KaHaap u He ocrapuBajl, OH CIIOKOWHO MPUHSUT JUAEPCTBO MOIY-
KPOBKH, HO SIppeH CIMIIKOM 4acTo JIOBHJI TpUMacy OOJM Ha JIMIIEe Toplia U HEKYI0 IOTYCTOPOHHOCTD
B I71a3axX, CBUJIETEJIbCTBYIOIIME 00 OOIIEHNU HAallapHKKA C yXaMy pofa.

yBI)I, 9TU HIINMMOHBI HUKOT'JA HE CIIAT.

B Tom, uto Kangap yepes n1yxoB o Kax10M ux mare JokjaasisaetT Cosery jopaos besnbix rop,
MOJTYKPOBKA HE COMHEBAJICSI, HO TIOKA 3TO UTPaAJIo €My Ha PYKY.

Kanp tonmpko, ¢ KoposieM ['apnapyHTa HEBO3MOXKHO BBIUTH Ha CBSI3b 4Yepe3 3TOT KaHal, U
Ha mpu3bB Yepe3 PodeproBo komblio JIsipuH, yHACAEIOBABIIMN TPOH, MOYEMY-TO HE OT3BIBAJICS.
Moxket ObITh, HACIICTHUK eIlle He OBJIa el MOJTHOM criok orHeHHo maruu? He Bce ke cpasy.

C stumu MbicisaMu SIppeH no0paiicst 10 4acoBHM Be3bIMSIHHOTO, JIEMMBIIEHCS K TOCTEBOMY
KPBUTY, TIPOIIES K aJITapHOM YaCTH ¥ MOAHSICS 10 OOKOBOM JIECEHKE B 3aaJITAPHYIO YaCTb, II€ CTOSUIH
YaHBI C BOIIOﬁ IJ1d «KHEUCCAKACMBIX» XpaMOBbIX qarii.

— Bxomu, Ony/iHbIi ChIH, — IPUBETCTBOBAJ €T0 CBAIIEHHUK B TEMHO-CMHEM MOHAIIIECKOM OaJia-
XOHE € TIIYOOKUM KaITIOIIIOHOM, CKPBIBABIIMM JIHIIO.

— Bbl onisiTh MeHsI ¢ KeM-TO criyTaiu, ppap*. S oxuman yBUieThb 31€Ch CBOETO CIIYTy, a Harles
OOKBETO.

## * pap — oOpaimenue k MoHaxaM Be3bIMsSIHHOTO.

— Bce mMbl 00XbH CITyrH, IMEHHO CITy’KeHHe JieJlaeT Hac OpaThsiMU BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH OT Pachl
u mMarun. Yyno 60kue B eIMHEHUH TI0 Xy, a He MO KpoBH. Pa3Be TeOe 3T0 He 3HAKOMO, YUEHHUK
BelipuaHa? PazBe Thl He BEpUIIb B TO, UTO BCE JIIOAU — OpaThsi U CECTPhI?

— I'xMm... 51 6b1 mocriopus1. MiHaue npuzeTcsi Mpu3HaTh Bce Opaky HE3aKOHHBIMU U 3alPEeTHTh
MX KaK KpOBOCMECHUTEJbHbIC, YTO TIPUBEIET K BHIPOXKICHHUIO YesoBedecTBa. Ho s mpuinen ciona He
IJ1s1 CLIOPOB, a 32 3HAHUEM U COBETOM.

— Bernomy napeBruy nmoHa1o0MsICsS COBET HUYTOXKHOTO MoHaxa? Heyxkesu Thl MeHs MociyIa-
elib? — (PBIPKHYI CITyKUTEb.

— Ilo meHbILIE# Mepe MpUCITyIalCh, eciy ycublily. Ho cHavyama MHe HyKHbI 3HaHUS.

— He xouy Te6s1 oOHagexunBaTh. MHe He JO3BOJISETCS XOOUTh JaJIbllie TOCTeBOM OarHu. Pazy-
MeeTcsl, B IIeJIsIX Moeit ke Oe30rmacHOCTU. MHOTO JIn 3HaeT 3anepThiil B YaCOBHE MOHAX ?

— MHoro, eciii OH — MHCEH, CIIOCOOHBIN CITyIIaTh BOMY. A eC/Id BCTIOMHUTb, YTO Jie — Ta ke
BOJA... TO IIOYTH BCE.

— Tc-c! Tuxo! — MoHax JepHYJCs, HEPBHO OIVISIHYJICS U elle ITyOKe HaTsSHYJ KaromoH. —
HeBekecTBEHHBIN MAJIBUMIIIKA, HUKTO HE CIIOCOOEH CJIBIIIATD JIbIbI, OHU HeMble! A BOMY. .. JTJaCXH He
[JIYTIIBI, OHU HE TOJIb3YIOTCSl €CTECTBEHHBIMHM MCTOUYHMKAMU B CBOMX JIOMax, a OepyT TOJIBKO BOAY,
npomeyo 00padoTKy ¥ Maru4ecku OTUIbTPOBaHHYI0. Eciy Obl THI MOMYYMII MaIO-MaJIbCKOE
oOpa3oBaHKe B JIOME CBOETO OTIIa, TO 3HaJ Obl, YTO TaJsible BOABI HE MH(OPMATUBHBI, a KUIMSTYEHbIE
— MEpTBBI.
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SIppen ObICTPO OMYCTUJT B3MIsA, YTOOBI MOHAX HE 3aMETUJT MEJIbKHYBILIETO B HUX YIWBJICHUSI.

—IIpoctu Mmoe HeBexecTBO, (ppap. Thl — IepBBIIl MHCEM, C KOTOPBIM 51 TOBOPIO O TallHAaX 3€JI€HOM
Marum.

— Ho 1 MepTBBIil MOXKET 3arOBOPUTD, €CJIM BEPHO TO, UTO FTOBOPSAT O TEMHBIX, — MOHAX MOXJIOMAJ
SAppeHa 1o 1evy.

— To ectb, uHcelt u3 pona Temubix Bop criocobeH ciblaTh W3MEHEHHYIO BOY ?

— Jla, HO He B ee TBEPOM COCTOSIHMU U HE TaK SICHO, KaK CUJIbHBIN 3€JIEHBIN Mar CIIBIIINUT PyYbd
1 pekd. [la v moOble MprMecH 3ariymaoT sS3bIK BoA. BUHO, OTBaphl M HACTOM MaJIO UTO CKAXYT JaKe
coiny Temubix Bog. Ho st momory Te6e, uem mory. Uto umeHHO Tebst MHTepecyeT, IapeBuyd?

— S — mmapumii opa Mpnapu, dpap, — nonpasui SppeH. — A UHTEpecyeT MeHsI UMIIEpaTop
Cesepa. Bce, 4to ThI MOXeIb paccka3aTh O HEM M ero Maruu. Bce cuibHbIe M c1aOble cTOpoHbL. U
0COOEHHO — OTBET Ha BOIIPOC: II0YEMY OH MOT' BOBHEHABH/IETh JEBYIIIKY, KOTOPYIO BUEJ MEPBbIiA pa3
B JKU3HU?

— WurepecHsiii Borpoc. Ilocne ckaHaaabHON MOMOJBKM 00 9TOM ceivac BCsl CTOJMIIA IeTl-
YyeTcsl.

— U kakue BapraHTbI?

— Hukakux. HUKTO TOUHO HE 3HAET, YTO MPOUCXOAWJIO M MPOUCXOIUT 3a IBEPSIMU CHAJIbHU
MMIIepaTopa, HO Ha JIIOASX AJIp Beeraa ObUT BEKJIUB € skeHIIMHaMu. [ToToMy Bce 3aMeTHsIu, 4To OH
CJIMILIKOM. .. IpUcTpacTeH. EcTh JuIlb PEAnonokeHus, 4To JIeJI0 He B JIEBYIIIKE, a B CAMOM MMIIe-
parope. ['oBopsT, OH cXomuT ¢ yma. Bee-Taku TpucTa jiet — OOJIbIION CPOK Aaxe ISl Mara.

— EcTb BeposAATHOCTB, YTO OH MOTEPSIT MYKCKYIO CHITY, OTTOro U Oecutcs? dpeitnHa, mpoBe-
11asi C HUIM HOYb, OCTaJIaCh JE€BCTBEHHULIECH.

— Ta 10Has neau yxe He JeBcTBeHHULA. OH OTal ee CBoeMy BEpHOMY IIcy U najady Pepanapy.

—Yro? Korpa?

— Yac wim aBa Hazan. U ciacats ee yxke NO3/1HO, CbIH BOJ.

[TocnenHio pasy ciykuUTeNb cKa3all yKe B IMyCTOTy — SIppeH BUXpeM yHeccs U3 YaCOBHH,
e/lBa He COpBaB [IBEPU C I€Teb, C TAKOW CUJION UX CTBOPKU CTPOXOTAIN O CTEHBI.
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I'naBa 4. Taiina Aundpa

CHeXHbIii IOpTaJl IOJKEH ObUT IEpeHeCTH MMIIepaTopa B 3aroJIsIPHYI0 pe3UIEHIIMIO ero cTap-
1Ieil 1ouepu, Tenephb yxe ObIBIIEH Jeau-nporekTopa. Ho yxke yepe3 mapy cekyH[ 4To-TO MOLUIO He
TaK. AJI9p, CTYIIUB B OPTaJI, IOYYBCTBOBAI YyJOBHIIHYIO OOJIb O] JIEBOM JIONIATKOM, CJIOBHO B CIIMHY
BITWJIACh 3M€s1 U BOT-BOT IIPOTPhI3ET IUIOTH JI0 JIEASHOrO CepALa Jacxa.

B ymiax paznacst cBUCT, B KOTOPOM AJISp € TPyAOM pa3oOpall MpuKas.

N yxacnyncs.

OH, cumnraBimiics cuibHenum Marom CeBepa U OJHUM M3 JIYUIIMX MaroB Mupa Dajibp, ObL1
MOVIMaH, KaK MbIIIb.

Ero Bpar ¢ JIerkocTsio 10CTalI UMIIEpaTopa He Tie-HUOY/Ib, a TaM, T1e 000 CUMTAJICS B TIPUH-
LIMIIE HEYJIOBUMBIM — B CHEKHOM IIOpPTAJIE, BO BPEMs NIEPEMEILIEHNS CKBO3b TKaHb MUpa. B MOMeEHT,
KOTOPBIII He CMOT OBl OTCIIEAUTH HUKTO, KpoMe Oora.

Kak 310 BO3MOXHO?

OcnenutenpHast OOMb JIMINANA pasyma M CHJI. AJI9p HEBEPOSTHBIM YCHUIIMEM BOJIM COXPaHSII
CO3HAHUE M TO JIMIIb MOTOMY, YTO 3HAJI: Marus Mnoprajia, He yaepKMBaeMas pa3ymMoM, YObeT ero B
MI'HOBEHHE OKa.

Bce, Ha 4TO OCTAI0Ch CHJI CAMOTO MOTYYETO JIACXa CPEAX KUBYILMX — 3TO I1OCIEJOBATh ITPUKA3y
Y NIEPECTPOUTH MOPTAJ [0 HOBOMY MyTH, KyAa TOJIKaJIa My/IbCUpyoas 0oJb.

Bnagpika CeBepa oka3aiicsl B TOM caMOy JIOJIMHE MEXIY JIEASHbIX CKaJl, TJI€ IBECTH JIET Ha3a/l
COBEpILNJI CAMbII THYCHBIA M OMEP3UTEJIbHBIN PUTYaJl B CBOEU TOTJa €Ile IOHOW KU3HHU.

Puryasn, koTopblii Jajl eMy BCe, 4TO OH IOXKENAN, U OTHSUI BCE OCTAJIbHOE.

Tam, B MEPTBOH JOJIMHE, CPEY HETJIEHHBIX 3aMOPOKEHHBIX TPYIIOB XKEPTB AJI3pa, B MOTYBEP-
cre oT pyoexa TeMHO# cTpaHbl, HA PyMHAX JAPEBHETO alTapsi JACXOB, pa3pyIIeHHOTO M OCKBEPHEH-
HOTO €r0 pyKaMH, A TOT, KOTO UMIIepaTop HeHaBUIeN Jaxe OOJbIIe, YeM camoro ceosl.

AJ3p BRIBaJIMIICS U3 MOpTajia KyBBIPKOM, KaK Oe3BOJIbHASI COJIOMeHHasi Kykia. Ecim Osl KTO-
HUOY/Ib U3 €ro MOAJAHHBIX YBUEI €ro B 3TOT MOMEHT, HIUTO HE CIacyio Obl €ro KOpOoHY, /1a ¥ XKU3Hb.

Ho 3a no3opueiM nagenueM Biagsiku CeBepa HaOso1a1a JIMIIb [apa HACMEIUIMBBIX 3€JIeHbIX
71a3 MY’KYHMHBI B IIEIKOBOM, HE 10 CEBEPHOMY KJIMMary, 4epHoM ruiame. OH cupien Ha 0OJIoMKe
aJITapsi, 3AKMHYB HOT'Y Ha HOT'Y M [TOUT PbIBasi TOHKOM TPOCTBIO C pOraThiM KOCTSIHBIM HA0AJIIAITHUKOM.
Ha ero y3kom suiie, OCBEeIIIeHHOM 3Be3JaMH M CUSIBIIMMHU B HeOecax MOISIPHBIMU CUSTHUSIMU, UT'paJia
Takasl paJOCTHasI y/IbIOKa, KaKk eciii Obl ee 00JIaaaTelb YBUIE JOJITOXAAHHOTO, CAMOTO JOPOrOro ero
cepaLy rocrs.

AJdp emie ¢ MUHYTY JIeXall iepe] HIM HUYKOM, KaK Ipe3peHHbI pad, Oopsich ¢ Oy psomiei
OOJIBIO IO JIEBOU JIOMIATKOM.

— He citplily TBOMX NPUBETCTBUI, CEBEPSIHUH, — HAPYIIAJI BEUHYIO TUILVHY HaJ KPaCHBIMU OT
KPOBH HETAIONIMMH CHETaMH HErPOMKHIA M TIPUSITHBIN, CJIOBHO TEIUIBbIA Oapxar, rosoc. — YTo-To Thl
CErofHs He TaK BEXJIMB, KAK B HAIlly IIEPBYIO BCTPedy. A Be/lb KaK Thl MEHs 3BaJl TOra, Kak Mo/
3a6bu1? Hy 1 mamsThb y Te0st HUKyplHas1. Beero-To aBectH et mporwio.

— IIpuBetcTByIo TeOs1, A3apxapT, — INIyX0O BbLIABUJI AJI9p.

VYnan oH Hey#auHoO, JIMIIOM B YbM-TO OCTAHKH, W TIepe]] ero Ia3amu Oesesla OTOpBaHHAs M
CJIETKA NIOTPI3EHHAS] KUCTh TOHKOM KEHCKOM PYKH.

Yto X TeMHBIE ee He /10 KOHIIa COKpaJIU? — MOMOPIIWIICS umreparop. Mormiu Ol 1 mprOparh
3a co0oii moumie. XoTsi, KOHEYHO, XKEPTB TYT ObLIO CTOJIBKO, UTO JIa’Ke TEMHbIE TBAPH MPECHITHIIHC.

B anHayax ucTopuM Ta HOYB, CITyYUBILIASACA IBECTH JIET Ha3a[l, 3anucaHa Kak Tparenus JIuxop-
ckoro ITpopeiBa. I HUKTO HE y3HAET, YTO MyTh TEMHBIM OTKPbLI HUYTOXKHBINA MJIaILIAN IPUHLL AJI3p,
B KOTOPOM M Maruu-To 1noyTy He Obl10. HUKTO He forajsaercs, ¢ Kakoro ykacalollero npejarebCTa
HA4yaJIoCh €TO KPOBABOE BOCXOXKJIECHUE K TPOHY.
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C Tex mop B JIMXOpCKYyI0 JOJIMHY HE Beja HU OHA TPOIa, TyAa HE MOT OTKPBIThCS HU OIUH
noptast. TONBKO MO JIMYHOMY MPHUIJIAIIEHHIO TEMHOTO BJIa IbIKH.

— He tak, pa6! — TpocTs B pykax caMoro )yTKOro B MUpe Dajbp CYIIEcTBa CO CBICTOM pa3o-
pBajia BO3/1yX ¥ OOPYIIIJIACH HA CIIMHY JISKAIIETO.

— IIpuBeTcTBYIO TEOS1, TOCTIOAMH! — MOCITYITHO MOJIBUJIM OeJble ryOsl nMiieparopa Cesepa.

— Bceranb.

HeBuaumas 3Mes1, mocemBIIIasicsl Ha CIIMHE AJpa ¢ TOM MPOKJISATON HOUYM, pazxaia 3yosl, 1
00JIb OTCTyIHIIA.

Jlacx ¢ TpyIoM NOJHSJICS HA YeTBEPEHbKH, HO TPOCTh CHOBA YIIEP/Iach B €ro Ijievyo, B OMacHOM
OJIM30CTH OT IIIeH.

— HoctatouHo. Tak ¥ CTOM, UMITEPATOPHIIIKA, TIOKA HE JOJIOXKHUIIIb, TIOUEMY J0 CHX TIOp He Mpo-
BejIeH TBOU OpavHbIi puTyas ¢ nouepbio Podepra. Y npuunHa gomkHa OBITh OYeHb, OY€Hb BECOMOM,
AJppp.

Ero viMst TeMHBII TPOPBIYA C TAKOM CUJIOH, YTO Ie-TO HEMOJAJIEKy TPECHYI OOJIOMOK aJITapst
Y TIOKaTMJIMCh MEJIKME KaMelllKH, a )KeHCKash KUCTh Mepej I71a3aMu AJidpa JpOorHyJia U TMoleBesmia
MaJIbIIAMHU.

Ho TpexcoTieTHuil umMnepaTop yxe He TOT BIeYaTJIMTEebHBIH I0HEll, ero TAKMMH KOIIIMapHEeHb-
KUMHU 3(peKTamMu He HaIyTraTh.

— [MpuumHa ipocTa. . . TOCToAMH. Y MOel HeBECTHI IITyOOKHUH Tpayp M0 JIIOOMMOMY OTITY, TIOTU0-
IemMy JiecsTh JHeH Ha3al. B MHY Tpaypa y Jofei He UrpaioTcsi CBaabObl, a JKpellbl B XpaMax He Ona-
TOCJIOBJISIIOT OpaKH.

— Kakas uymp! C kakux nop Te0si OCTaHABIMBAIOT KaKKUe-TO TIIYIble TPAIUIUU HUYTOXHBIX
moguiek? TocnenHsiss MONBITKA OOBSCHUTH, CEBEPSIHWH, WIM Thl Oylellb HakasaH, — A3apxapT
HaKJIOHWJICS BIiepe]], JIOBKO MepeBEPHYII KOHIIOM TPOCTH KEHCKYIO KUCTh, ¥ TENepb €€ MaJIblIbl C BHE-
3aITHO OTPOCIIMMHU OCTPHIMU KOT'TSIMU HAIIEIMIIMCh B IJ1a3a Jlacxa.

Audp, monb3ysch TeM, uTo TeMHBIN BiIaJblKa He BUAUT €ro JIUIA, IPEBPATUI KOXKY B JIEISTHYIO
MacKy, TOHKYI0, HO TIpo4Hee cTajau. HerpusTHo, KOHEUHO, eciii Tebe HAYHYT I71a3a BBIIapaIbIBaTh,
HO HE CMEpTEJIbHO U Jjake He ornacHo. BOT 3Mes mop jonatkoil — 3T1o ropas3zno xyxe. Ho oH xuBer
C Hell yKe JJBECTH JIeT, IPUTEpIIesCs].

— MeHsl, KOHEUHO, BpS/l JIM OCTAaHOBUJIM Obl KaKWE-TO CTPaHHBIE TPAAWIMUA PABHUHHBIX
Joae, — TOPOIUIMBO cKa3asl oH. — Ho 3a ux coOmoneHneM cieasT ABa TOpHbIX Mara. Bcero npa,
3TO TOXE He podiieMa, — ellie MmocrentHee JoOaBII AP, U pBaHyBIIMECS K HEMY KOTTH 3aMepiH y
CaMBbIX I71a3, e[Ba He Tolaparas JMH3bI JIeJTHON 3amuThl. — Ho Marmueckuii JOroBop He MO3BOJIHUT
B3SITh HEBECTY CHJIOH, a JieBKa ynopcrByeT. OueHb HAO0KHOM OKa3aach, B OTJMUYHE OT €€ CTapIIuX
cecrep.

— T pazyunsicst cOONa3HATH KEHITMH? — YIUBUJICS TEMHBIH.

— Jlail MHe HefieINIo, U 51 TIOJIOKY €€ Ha CBOE JIOKE M BBITIOJTHIO HAIl IOTOBOP, OTKPOIO TeOe My Th
BO JJBOpELI, YTOOBI TH BOCTIOIb30BAJICS PABOM MEPBOM HOUM.

— W npaBom BTOpO# HOUM, U TPETHEI HOUM, IIIYTIBIN CEBEPHBIN Haruiel. 1o Tex rnop, noka g04b
PoGepra He noHeceT ot MeHs chiHa. f gam Tede Heaemo. — TpocTh OIMyCTHIIACh U OTIIBBIPHYJIA KYCOK
KOTTHUCTOM MEPTBOM IJIOTH OT Jmiia Asspa. — Ho Tel ickynuib BuHY. Thl JOJKEH crienarh Bce, YTOObI
BBIMaHHTH K ceGe HoBoro koposs ['apaapyHra. Kak MoxHO ObicTpee.

— Ilpunua Jlsiipuna?

— Vixe koposns Jlsiipuna.

AJap He ynepxkaics, BCKUHY/I U3yMJIEHHBI B3IVIsL: CIMIIKOM HEXHO, JIACKAIOIIE TTPOU3HEC
Azapxapt nmMs HaclieqHuKa Pobepra. A Ha JuIle YyJOBUIITHOTO BJIabIKK MEPTBBIX MTPOCTYIIHIIA HEBe-
pOsiITHasI YJIBIOKA.
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WmniepaTtop omycTui BCTIBIXHYBIIME B3/IsA. TeMHBIN He TOMKEH TOHSTD, YTO BblIAM ceds U
nan ceBepssHuHY Hagexnay. U kakyio! Uyneca ciydaroTcs, €clii O HUX HEMPEphIBHO MOJIUTDb JBECTH
JIeT.

— I mpurnaman ero, — MOKasHHO CKa3asl OH. — MaJIbumIlIKa OTKa3aJics MPUOBITh HA CBAIbOY
CeCTphI BCE M3-3a TOTO ke Tpaypa 1o oTiy. W ormucan, 4to He oqoOpuT Opak, 3aKTIOUEHHBIN BO JHUA
ckopOu. M peGeHOK, pOXAEHHBIN B TAKOM Opake, He MOIyYUT OTHEHHOE Oaroc/ioBeHHUE.

— Bor kak? 1o TouHo JIsiipun Hanucan? Pa3Be He ero MpOHBIPIMUBBIN COBETHUK Tappa? —
TMIOKa3aJ1 TEMHBIH CBOIO MOTPSICAIOIIYIO0 OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTb. — Bripouem, MeHsI yke He 0c000 OeCIIOKOUT
3TO OTHEHHOE 0J1arociIoBeHNe, CEBEPSHUH.

— TeGe yxe He HyKeH Jap OrHsi, CMEIIaHHBIN C TBOEH KPOBBIO? — KaK MOKHO PaBHOAYIITHEE
nouHTepecoBaiicss Ayap. Moi, Kakoi MycTsK, He CTOSIIMNA BHUMAHUSI.

— Tel e He TyMaelb, YTO TBOW OpaKk ¢ PABHUHHBIM IIBIIIJIEHKOM — €JMHCTBEHHBIN JJIs1 MEHS
Croco0 MOMYYHTh TO, YTO HYXKHO? — A3apXapT CKydalolle OCMOTPEI CBOIO MPABYIO PYKY, INETKHYI
NaJIbLIAMHU JIEBOM, ¥ €T0 CMEPTOHOCHASI TPOCTh MPEBPATHIIACH B MUJIOUKY JJIs1 HOrTeld. iMu TeMHbIit
¥ 3aHsUICS MEXY J€JI0M, TTOKa O/IMH U3 CHUTbHEHIIMX U OMTACHEUIIINX BJIAJbIK MUPa DaJibp BAJISIICS y
HEro B Horax. — TBOsl HeXHasi AeBOYKaA ¢ (PUATIKOBBIMH TJIa3aMU — TETEphb BCETO JIMIIIb 3aracHON XO/.
[TosToMy ThI, HAPYIIMBIINIA CPOK HaIlIeH CHENKH, ele KuB. 1 Oynemns KuB 1 3/10pOB ellle HeAeIo.
A motoM. .. YroBop, KoJuiera, Iopoxe Ku3HU. Ecim ynpaBHIbest, MOMyYHUIIb OT MeHsI OOHYC — TPy
TBOETO JIOOMMOTO chiHa. W nenait ¢ HUM 4TO XOYelllb.

— Parapa? — niporernitan Aj3p BHE3AIMHO CEBIITUM TOJIOCOM.

— Ay Te0s ecTb el1ie JTIOONMBIA ChIH?

— OHu Bce MoOnMBbIe.

— KakoB snuniemep, mensmen! — A3apxapT TyJIKO pacxoxXOoTajics, CIIpsITal MAJKY B KapMaH U
BCTaJI C KAMHS1, TIOJTyPACKPBIB KPbLIbSL.

AJ3p ycren 3aMeTUTb, 9TO OIHO KPBUIO BJIAJbIKH CJIOMaHO, He TOBOPS yke 00 MX 00I1eM roTpe-
MAHHOM BUJE. A KpPbUIbsl Mara, BUIMMbIEe WM HEBUIUMBbIE, — 3TO €r0 CHJIA.

Tak BOT HoueMy TEMHBIH MPU3BAJT IAPCTBEHHOTO pada K OTBETY HEe Ha CJIEAYIOIIYI0 HOUb MOCTe
npuObITHsI BUOJETTHI, a TONBKO ceiuac, Kora OrpaBuiIcs Iociie cxBaTKu ¢ Pobeprom u Genoropriamu
— gorajancs Anap.

Bort nouemy u ceityac TeMHBII He OOPYIIMI CBOM THEB Ha 3aKJIEWMEHHOT'O €r0 IeYaThio ceBep-
Horo mara. Ceituac Anap emMy He TIO 3y0am.

Nmmnepatop enpa ciepxai JIMKOBaHKE.

Ho A3zapxapt Bce-Taku nouyBcTBOBaJI. KieiiMo 1o JonaTKoi CHOBa MpeBpaTUiIOCh B JKajio, B
pacKaJIeHHBIN SJOBUTHIA HAKOHEYHUK KOTIbSI.

— OcroposkHee, ceBepsIHIH, — A3apXapT YCMEXHYJICS, a B3IJIsA]] €0 HeYeIOBEUeCKHU SPKUX 3eJ1e-
HBIX IJ1a3 CJIOBHO MUJT OOJIb JKEPTBHI M HacHaxaascs. — S emme He moBepxkeH. TemHas cTpaHa Bce elle
31eCh, HA CEBEPHOM 3eMJie, a MOsI TevaTh eIlle Ha TBOEeM Telle, ellle KOPMUTCSI TBOEH KakI0u, ard-
HOCTBIO U cTpacTsaMH. Jlaxe TBOeW 37101 paiocThio B 9TOT MUT. Thl Moii pad, raynerr. Tl MO¥ 100po-
BOJIbHBIN pad, uTo inyrno BABoiHe. Ho 310 ObLT TBOM BBIOOP. 1 HUKOTIa HUKOTO HE MPUHYKAAI0.

— Heyxem? Tel 1 Buonerry ve Oyaenibs NpuHykIaTh cliaTh ¢ TOOOM?

— Her. D10 caenaemsb Tol 11 MeHs. JleBouka JOKHA caMa Jieub ¢ TOOOM, TOUHEE, CO MHOM.
Hepensa. Iomun.

B rmazax ummepaTtopa MoTeMHEN0 OT OCTPOTro MPHUCTYIa HEHABKCTH, U IJIEBaTh Ha pa3Iupalo-
11yto O0JIb.

Koraa HeHaBUCTB cXJIbIHYNIA, AP OOHAPYKWUIL, UTO ocTasicst oauH. Eciv He cunTtarh Herorpe-
OEHHBIX OCTAHKOB JIIOJIEH U JIACXOB, OeJIbIMU MSITHAMH YCTUJIABIIMX KpacHbI cHer. BoT yke aBectu
neT nexasimx nop 3Be3aamu Cesepa. Henorpedennsie. HeotomieHHbIE.
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A Beib A3apXxapT U ero KHs3bs1 CHIELMaIbHO OCTABUJIM 3TH OLIMETKH I710TH. Ha nonryio namsre
Ampy. TemMHBIM HUUYETO HE CTOUT CHATH KYNOJI C POKJISATOrO MECTa, ¥ TOrja MpecTyIuieHne Miaj-
1ero npuHIa Aspa OyaeT sIBJIEHO MUPY U TOKa3aHo.

Cun Ha mopTast He OcTaloch: A3apxapT, yXo/s, BbIIIAJ Yepes nevyarb octaTku. My Hanomum,
KakuM c1abbiM ObLT AJISp B MX TIepBYI0 BcTpedy. MM 3TO 3710CTh M HEHABHUCTD MEPEXKITIA YEPHBIM
OrHEM Marndyeckue KaHajbl. .. iMreparop He XoTen pa3duparbes C MPUPOIONA Maru4ecKoro MCToIIe-
HusA. OH OpeJt, COTHIKAsACh O KOCTH, TIOKa He ynaji. W Toibko Toraa oOHapyXui, 4To B Kpail ero
OZIESIHMSI BLIENIWJIACh Ta caMasi JKEHCKasl KUCTb, OH Y3HaJI €€ 110 KPUBBIM KOTTSIM.

«Tbl Mep30cTHas TBapb, A3apxapT», — MOLyMaJ CEBEPSIHUH, CpPe3aB KMHXKaJIOM Kpai Jparo-
LEeHHOU TKaHU. OCTOPOKHO MOgyMaJl, 3arylluB HeHaBUCTh. He U3 TpycocTH, a u3 mparMaTuyecKux
neneid. Kak-to Hao BeIOMpaThest u3 JJomuHbl MepTBBIX. [JJ0oMMHBI ero MepTBOit coBecTH. [oMMHBI ero
rpexonasenus. Ero npokisaTus.

JlBecT JIeT ero cepaie JIeKHUT 3[1eCh, CPEAU MEP3JIbIX OTPbI3KOB IUIOTH, CPEJU OCKOJIKOB
antapsi. Tam, rae oH B 0e3yMHOM I10 CBOEH KECTOKOCTH pUTYyasie mpu3Bal A3apxapTa, 100pOBOJIBHO
cTay ero padboM 1 yOUJI CBOETO eJUHOKPOBHOTO Opara, 4ToObl 3a0paTh Y HETO OrOHb Marviu JIaCXOB.

... Huyero He MOIYYUIIOCH.

«[lozxe, maspurk. Bee Oyaet, HO Mo3xe», — yCMEXHYJICS Toria A3apXxapT B OTBET Ha €ro pa3o-
yapoBaHUE.

Her, TemMHblIi1 ciepskai clioBo: 3a0pajl CThI M COBECTh BMECTE C JKUBBIM CEp/LIEM U B3aMeH A
CBOIO CHJIy XWJIOMY IOHOIIIE, BAIIATOMYy B OY€peH K TPOHY, IOMOI' CTPEMUTEIBHO COKPATUTh Iy Th
K KOPOHE U CTaTh €JMHCTBEHHbIM HACJIEJHUKOM TPOHA.

Ho maruu nacxoB, HEOOXOOMMOM Uil TOTO, YTOOBI CTaTh MMIIEPATOpoOM, Y AJdpa HE CTalo
OorblIIe.

W Tonmpko noToMm, crycTs 1BaALaTh JET, XJIbIHYJIA Marvs, CJIOBHO peKa IpopBaJlach Yepe3 IIo-
THHY. AJI9p CTaJI MOJTHOLEHHBIM CHHUM MaroMm, U y4acTb OTIa-UMIIepaTopa U CEBEPHON KOPOHBI ObLIa
pelleHa 3a OfIHy HOYb.

[Nocrne yero B MOCIaHUSX TEMHOTO MOSIBUTIOCH SI3BUTEIBHOE OOpaIlleHNe «KOJIJIeTa».

A emie no3xe AJp y3HAI, YTO y MOMYKPOBOK PEKO, HO ObIBaeT Md31Hee mpooyxkIeHHe Maru-
yeckoro orus. Ilo3nHero, HO M3-3a HAKOIUIEHHOTO MOTEHIMAIa HEBEPOSATHO SIPKOTO, — KakK JIECHOW
noxap, J0JITO TJIEBIIUI B ITyOuHe TOP(SHUKA U BIPYT OTPOMHBIM (DaKeIoM BBIIIEIINIA Ha TIOBEPX-
HOCTb.

To ecTb, MHOTOTHICSTYHBIE KepTBBI [rxopckoro ITpopbiBa ObUIM HATIPACHBIMH.

Ho temHbli1 Bablka B OTBET Ha UCTEPUKY €I11e MOJIOIOrO U INIYIIOro J1acXa TOJIbKO PACCMEsIICs
Y HallOMHWJI, YTO peyb 1A JIMIIb O BJIACTH, U €€ AJI9p MOTy4ns, KaK ¥ MOTEHIMAJ BEJIMKOro Mara.
He cam pmap, He WcKpy, KOTopasi Bce-Taku O0KECTBEHHOTO MIPOUCXOXKAEHHUS, a TOT TOP(, TOT KOpPM,
6e3 KOTOPOro He BO3TOPUTCS ILIaMsl.

W HEeBO3MOKHO JOKa3aTh, YTO YECTOMIOOMBBIN CEBEPSIHIH OKa3ajics 0OMaHyT. CamM BUHOBAT.

JlykaBasi TeMHasi TBapb! — CKpUITHYJI 3y0OaMU UMIEPAaTOp U BCTAJI C KPACHOTO CHera.

Cua noHeMHOr'y BO3Bpalliajiach, HO MOpPTal elie paHo oTKpbiBaTh. M Biagpika CeBepa Hampa-
BWJI MBICJIA Ha OOJJyMbIBaHHE TUIAHOB MECTH.

CerofHs OH y3HaJl KO€-4YTO BaKHOE HACTOJIbKO, UTO B IIPUCYTCTBUU Bpara MocTapajicsi CKpbITh
MEJIbKHYBIILYI0O MBICTIb OT caMoro ceds. Tenepb ke MOHEMHOTY, CJIOBHO BHITPABIMBAJ CHACTh TPH
JIOBJIE PHIOBI, IPUOTITYCKAIT IIIUTHI.

3Hauut, JIsiipun?

JIsiipun. UatepecHo. Ho. .. Hapm aToii 3araakoit Aysp Oyaet Aymarh Mo3xke, 32 3aK PHITBIMU JIBe-
pSAMU CHIVIbHU B 3alllUMIIIeHHOM Bceit cuiion CeBepa ABopIie. A He 3/1eCh, B pe3ujieHIIuu A3apxapra,
B HAIlOJJHEHHOM CMEPTHIO M OXPAHSAEMOW TbMOW JOJIMHE, YKE HE IPUHAICKAIIEH MUPY KUBBIX.

Ckopee 0b1 BepHyThCS. Kyma on codupascs? [Tposenars 3emuu [omyroun? [lotpsictu crapeii-
IIIMH C UX OECKOHEUHBIMH 3arOBOpaMu?
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[Tozxe.

HyxHo Bo3Bpaiarbest Bo gBopel. Ha nepBom mecte ceituac ctpontuBuiia Buonerra.

CTounso BCHOMHUTB XOPOLIEHBKOE, AbIIIAIIEE KU3HBIO JIMYMKO TPUHLECCH, CBEPKAIOIINE HErO-
noBaHueM (PHAJIKOBBIE I71a3a, KaK KyJIaKy UMIIepaTopa HETTPOU3BOJIBLHO CKAIMCh OT OECCUIILHOM SIPO-
CTH.

Bces nByxcomieTHsAA JI0Tasi HEHABUCTh K A3apxapTy, KOTOPYI0 AJI9p HE MOT BBIILIECHYTh Ha
TEMHOTO BJIa/IbIKY, HaIllJIa HOBOTO ajipecaTa — cJadylo YelIOBEUECKYIO JIEBYIIKY, Jake Oe3 Maruu.

Nmnepatop Huvero He Mor ¢ co0oi nopenars. CTOMIO eMy YBHIETh FapAapyHTCKYIO PO3y, KakK
OH TPEJCTABISUI MX MepBYI0 HOub. Ee, 00HaKeHHYIO TperneTHYIO JeBy, HA UMIIEpPaTOPCKOM JIOKE H. . .
YEPHOBOJIOCOTO 3€JICHOTJIA30T0 MY KUMHY, Pa3/IBUTAIONIETO HOT'M HOBOOPAYHOM U BOH3AIOIIET0Cs B €€
MSATKOE, HeXKHOe, ropsidee TeJo. A caM AJ9p co 3Meei Ha Iiee BMECTO paOCKOro OIIEHHUKA CTOUT
B CTOPOHKE U CMOTPHT, KaK TEMHasl TBapb MMEET €ro IOHYIO EHY, U Ta CTOHET MOJ APEBHUM, HO
TaKMM OXOUHMM JIO UyKHX JKEH 3€JIEHOTTIa3bIM cliacTomooueM. Y Tak Kaxyio HOUb, TOKa HEHABUCTHAS
M3MEHIIMIIA He TIOHECET TEMHOTO peOeHKa.

OT OAHO¥ MBIC/IM O TAKOM YHIMKEHUU AJIDpY XOUeTcsl yOuBaTh.

CMsATh, U3I0MaTh U PACTONTATh NAPIIMBYIO FAPIAPYHTCKYIO PO3Y.

Ecnu Ob1 He mpuka3 AzapxapTa KEHUThCS Ha J0OOW U3 JoUepel THIUIOTO, XOTh M OTHEHHOTO
KOpOJisi, A3p Obl HUKOT/IA Jake He MOCMOTpes B UX cTOpoHY. OHM BCe XyKe TaJlod TPsI3U IO ero
HOTaMH.

W on tepriets He MoxeT posbl! U puanku. Uto Takoe moOble yenoBeuecKre BETOUKH IO CPaB-
HEHUIO C M3bICKAHHOM KPAaCcOTOM JIACXMHB WU ¢ 0e3yNpeyHOCThio BerpuaH? OcobeHHo, ero Haibr.
BoxecrBenHo npekpacHoi Haisbl.

Kak xopo11io, 4to OHa He BUAUT, KAKUM OH CTaJl.

M xaxum ObLT Beera.

Kpome Tex HeCKOIBbKHMX MeCAIIEB CUaCThs, KOT/Ia OH ObLT C HEW.

Ammm. .. BoibHo. [Io cux mop G0JbHO Tak, 4TO M OKMBIIAsI 3MEMHasl Mevyarh MoJ JIOMATKOM
KaKETCsl JIETKUM TIOLIEJTyEM.

AJ3p BCTPSIXHYI pyKaMy pa3MUHAsi MX M pacChiliasi CBEpKAIOIe CHHUM CHEKMHKH, B300pasics
Ha 0OJIOMOK CKaJIbl ¥ eIlle pa3 C BBICOTHI OIJISI/IeNl MEPTBYIO JIOJMHY.

Hexoporio ocTaBiifATh KOCTH HENOrpeOEHHBIMU. DTO KaK-TO yXK CIUIIKOM AaXe JUIsl TAKOTOo
OeccepaevyHoro OTMOpPO3Ka, Kak Aap. [la 1 MepTBbie MajbIbl HOPOBST BHIKOTYIAaTh COPMHKH U3 TJ1a3
BMECTE C ITIa3aMHU.

Uro xk. Pa3 yx ero cioga npuraimiyg, Kak MEHKa Ha TIOBOAKE U KECTKOM OIlIEHHUKE, TO OH,
MOKaJTyi, HArQJUT B XO3SIMCKUE TalKU.

Uepes momuaca cam AzapxapT He Haties1 Obl I0JIMHY MEPTBBIX CPEJ POBHOT'O, KaK KaTOK, Jie -
HOT'O IUIATO, BBIPOCLIETO Ha MECTe IETKU OCTPBIX JIeASIHbIX CKal. JIuibp B camoOll cepiaueBHHE, B
HEOOJBIIIOM KOTJIOBaHE OCTAJICSI Pa30MTHIN aTapb U KOJIBLIO OOHAKEHHBIX KaK KOCTH CKaJl, TPOITH-
TaHHBIX KPOBBIO M TBMOM JIO camoro KopHsl. [locienHee cBUETENbCTBO 3/10[esIHUI Aapa.

% sk ok

Bo nBoper 3Be3/1bs Aap BepHYJICS TOJIBKO K HOUH U cpa3y Mo3BaJl BepHoro rica Pepanapa, Oec-
CMEHHOT'0 UCIIOJTHUTEJISI TEHEBBIX 3aMBICIIOB camofiepkiia. Hamo 610 pa3padoTarh 1iaH, Kak Clio-
MaTh yrpsimoe otpoase Podepra — akkypaTHO, He BbI3BaB THeBa Belrbix rop.

Cam ummneparop jaxe Jymarh He MOT HaJl STOU MPOOJIeMO, I71a3a cpa3y 3acTiia TUKast IpOCTb.
Bot ®epanap mycThb U JiyMaeT, y Hero Mo 4acTé KOBApCTBA, )KECTOKOCTU M TAWHBIX 3JIOACSIHUN Jake
AJ3p Mor Obl IOYYUTHCH.

KakoBo e ObUI0 yauBIICHUE, KOTJa Kameprep JOT0KWII, YTO UMIIEPATOPCKUN Majiad, TalHbIA
COBETHHUK M JIeBasi pyKa HaXOIUTCs B OeCCO3HATEIHHOM COCTOSTHUM !
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— Io kako¥t npuumne? 3adonen? Ynuics B yCMepTh «KOPHeM COJHIA»? Mim, 4ro coBceM
HEBEPOSITHO, TIEpeyCepICTBOBAN B TocTesu? $1 eMy cerofiHs Kak pa3 Mojiapuil CBOIO HAJIOKHHUILY.

— He ynmanoch BBISICHUTB, Ballla MHOTOJTMKOCTh, — TIOKJIOHWJICS Kameprep. — Ero Hanumm ensa
’KHMBOTO B TOM COCTOSIHMH, B KOEM OH JIO CHX ITOp U IIPeObIBaeT.

Kameprep oTBen AporHyBIIMi B3I, U AT MOHSLI, YTO €My JIOTOKEHO He BCe.

— T'oBopu! — npopsruan ox. — I'ne Hatwm?

— Moii umneparop. .. B noranoii ssme nosanu Kyxuu. I'-rosoro.

Branpika CeBepa He MOTHYIIQICS HABECTUTh Oose3HOro. MIOTW MpUILIOCH B IEIUTETbCKUE
naJiathl, re UMIeparopa, pasyMeercsi, HUKTO He kjaaj. [lepermyranHas cuzienka mpoBesa MnoxyHo4-
HOT'O TOCTSI K OOJIBHOMY, ¥ AJI9p Ha MUHYTY 3aCThUI, B HEMOM M3YMJICHUM pa3lJisbIBasi paciyxiiee,
0arpoBoe, MeCTaMH 3aruricoBaHHOe, 0OMa3aHHOE pereHepUpyIOIIUMU Oalb3aMaMU, MepeBsi3aHHOEe
MOJIOTHSTHBIMY TIOJIOCAMH M TIOJIBEIIIEHHOE HA BUXPEBBIX «IOMYIIKAX» TEJIO Majayva.

B Bo3yxe BUTaJ TOIIHOTBOPHBIH 3amax JIEKapcTB, THUIN M TTIOMOEB.

— Ilouemy ero jsieyar B 3ToM Tee?

— OH He moagaeTcst HaCMJILCTBEHHOW CMEHe JIMKa, — MPOIIenTaia CHIeIKa 1 Mojiajia uMIepa-
TOPY KaKOW-TO CBUTOK C 3aNUcsIMU. — 5 pa3Oyxy 1ieJmTess, Balla MHOTOJMKOCTb.

— Crynaii.

AJ3p pa3BepHYJ XpyCTHYBIIIME B €r0 PyKe JIMCTHI, TIOMBITAICS pa3o0paTh Oe300pa3Hble Kapa-
KyJI, HO CKOpO Opocui1 6e3HaIe:KHOE 3aHsTHE.

Jlexapb, SIBUBIIMICS Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO TOMHUTEIbHBIX MUHYT, TOXE HE CKa3aJl HUYero TOJIKO-
Boro. [ToBpeskieHrsI UMIIepaTop BUEN U caM, Kak (pu3nvecKue, Tak 1 Marmueckue. depanap, nep-
BBIIi OOeI] Ha KyJlakaX, JIOOUBIIMIA 3TH MPOCTOHAPOHbBIC 3a0aBbl, ObLT MOMPOCTY 3BEPCKU M3OUT.
MHOKeCTBO reMaToM, HECKOJIBKO NEPEIOMOB U HaBEpHSIKA COTPsICEHHE MO3Ta.

— Bce 3axuBeT, Baiia MHOTOJIMKOCTb, BHYTPEHHHE OPraHbl HE CHJIBHO 33/I€ThI, TOJNBKO. .. XM. ..
HApYy/KHbIC. .. HE3HAYUTENBHO. .. — 3aCYETUJICS SKYPHbIN LIEJTUTENb, CYXOHBKUI M HEBBICOKHI JIacX
C TYCKJIBIMH OT YCTAJIOCTH I71a3aMu. — Ho BoccTaHaBIMBAThCA BAIll. .. KXM. .. COBETHHK OyJeT JOJTO.
[Mapy mecsieB. He 3Hato, Kak, HO y HEro CJIOBHO Obl OIOKMpOBaHa BOBMOKHOCTh CMEHBI JIMKa. Maru-
YeCcKre KaHaJIbl YeM-TO OYTO 3aKyIOPEHBI.

«C1oBHO ObI», «OynTo»... YTO 32 nerner!

Koneuno, Amap Haiier 6e3ymiia, kto 310 caenain. Ho ®epanap HyxeH ceiiuac! Henens, dro
aain emy A3apxapT, — CJIMIIKOM MaJblid CPOK.

— MakcumainbHO YCKOph pereHeparuio, — pacropsauics umnepatop. — JJOHOPOB MPUBJIEKH.
CunpHelmux acxoB. Ho cHumu 651oku. Mo¥ COBETHUK JOJIKEH MOJHATHCS 32 TPH JHS.

— HeBo3moxHO, Meccup! — yKacHyJICS JTeKapb.

— Ecim y1st Te6s1 9T0 HEBO3MOKHO, 3aU€M Thl MHE HYKeH ? — IIpoLie v AJdp, U JIeKapb MO €r0
TSDKEJIBIM B3IIs110M 3axpuriest. CJIOKHO JIBIIATh 3aMOPOKEHHBIMU B MTHOBEHHE OKa JIETKUMH.

Jlacxa criacyio TOJBKO TO, UTO y HETO-TO CIIOCOOHOCTH K CMEHe JIKa He OiokupoBaHa. Llenvrens
KOJIBIXHYJICSI B BO3[yXe M OCEJT K HoraMm AJdpa CBETAIIUMCS TOIyObIM CyrpoOOM C TPSICYIIUMCS OT
CTpaxa JIesTHbIM IrpeOHEM.

— Beimonnsii! — Benen Biaagsika Cesepa.

Cyrpo0 o3apuiicst KpaTKOUM BCIIBIIIKOW 3pUMOI peyuu, TOATBEPAUI, YTO NpUKa3 OyaeT UCro-
HEH.

AJ3p yKe Hayaj CTPOMTH MOPTAJI, HE TIEIIKOM K€ BO3BPAIIAThCsl B TIOKOM, HO €r0 OCTAaHOBHUJT
POOKUI MIETIOT IETUTES:

— A ¢ Tpyrnom JeBYIIKHM UTO JieJiaTh, MOU UMIepaTop?

— Kakon neBymiku?

— @peiinuabl Baried HeBecThl. Creka OOHapy ) uia ee B JiedeOHMIIe He3a 00 JI0 TOro, Kak
ObLT Hali/IeH TOCMIONUH COBeTHUK. KTO mpuHec ee M Kak yMyapuics MPOWTH MUMO TOCTa OXPaHbl,
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HensBecTHO. CUrHaJI 3alUTH cpadoTa ¢ oro3gaHueM. BMecto ciuraasa Bhi30Ba, Kak Mbl IOHSUTH. MBI
JeNay BCe, YTO MOTJIM, HO OHA BCETO JIMIIb YEJIOBEK M CKOHYAJIACh OT BHYTPEHHET0 KPOBOTEUECHHUS.

— OHa Toxe Obuta n3ouTa?

— Ee 3Bepcku HacuiIoBaM, Ballla MHOTOJIMKOCTh. HO B Hell Mbl OOHAPYKHUJIHM TOJIBKO. .. — JIACX
3aIHyJICs, HO PEeIINTENIbHO MPOJOJIKIIL, — CeMsl Balero copeTHuka depanapa, 1 Ha ee KOxe Clie/bl
TOJIBKO ero maruu. Kak c ero mociemHeid xeHOu, MOU rOCIOIVH, — B TJIa3aX HeauTeNs OJIecHy YKO-
PU3HEHHBIN OrOHEeK. — MBI OTHEC/ M ee Ha JISAHUK TIPH JieueOHMIIE.

[Nonyyanack crpaHHas KaptuHa. KTO-TO yTanmi y majada ero >kepTBy, TAHKOM MOIOPOCHIT
LEeJIUTENSIM, BBI3BAJI UX YK€ YXOfs, a IOTOM OT IyIu oTaenan HacuiabHuKa? Kto u 3auem? U kak
CyMeJI CIIPaBUTHCS C MOIIBIO UMIIEPATOPCKOTO TICa, TIepei KOTOPbIM TPereTaay Aaxe MOTYIIECTBeH-
HBIE CTAPEUIINHBI?

— Emie komy-HuOyb ceropHs TpedoBaiach MOMOIIIb IeIuTeen? — cpocust Aap.

He mor ke ®epanup mo3BoiuTh U30MTh ce0s1 Kak OeCIOMOIIHOTO MJIaJeHI[a. 3HAUUT, €CTh elle
Kak MUHMMYM OfIMH rocTpaaaBimmii. Ho ckopee Bcero Ha COBETHMKA HAIaJTH TPYIITIOH.

— Her, Bamma MHOTOMKOCTB, OOJIBIIIE HUKTO He oOparaiics. Tak Kyaa Tpyn-To eBath?

Audp xoten ObUIO IPUKA3aTh, YTOOBI TOKOMHHUITY COPOCHIIM B MOTHUTBHUK J1J1s1 HEOTIO3HAHHBIX
Jofer, HO BOBpeMsI BCIIOMHMII, UTO Jieid Mapiiena Obita nomaHHoi [apnapyHTCKol Koponsl. U
MPUIETCS IPULYMBIBATh, YTO XKe C HEW CIIyUUJIOCh U TIOUEMY.

7Kanb, yto BeIMaHuUTh JI9iiprHa Ha TaKyl0 BO BCEX CMBIC/IAX JOXJIYIO PUMAHKY HE MOITyYHTCS.
A BOT noTpenarb HeKHbIE HEPBbI TIPHHIIECCHI. . .

OH ycMmexHysicsl 1 IOTpeOoBas MOKa3aTh HECUACTHYIO JKepTBY JioOBH nanaya Pepanapa. Hamo
OLICHUTb 00bEM padOTHI.
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I'nasa 5. Ciaaakuni JUK MOHOT'OJNKOI'O

CHauana Jlerta ¢ HEpBHOM JIPOXKBIO kJ1ajla HOBBIX KaBep3 OT keHuxa. Ho oH orcyTcTBOBasN
Ha oOele M yxuHe. Jla 1 HayTpo ero Kpecio B TPaIe3HOH MycTOBaJlo, YTO HE MOIVIO HE PafioBaTh.
Cepaeuko pUHLECCH 0KUBUIJIOCH KaK Cajl 10 BECHE.

OHa J1a’ke Havasa yJaeloaThCsl 32 CTOJIOM, 3Hasl, KaK yKpalaeT yJIblOKa ee OresiHoe, 3a0bIBIee
o conHue JmunKo. U kpacHywo peiOy Tereps ena 0e300s3HEHHO, MOTOMY 4YTO NMpUHL rHup Kak
OBl MEX/1y TIPOYMM, B CBETCKOI Oecesie, 3aMeTHJI, UTO B phlOe COIepKaTcs BEIIECTBa, CIOCOOCTBYIO-
e yMy ¥ mamsTi. Bpsaa am ynactest OpICTpO MOYMHETh, YTOOBI TOKOPUTDH Ceplle HACeAHNKA, HO
HUKaKMMHU CpeJICTBaMU MpeHeOperaTh He cTono. JleTta xoresa ObITh B IPEKPACHBIX [VIa3ax MPUHIIA
CcaMOM-CaMOM — KPaCUBOU, YMHOM, TOCTOMHOM !

W Benp nmoHMMasa, 4yTo 3a napy Heze/lb He HaBepCTaelllb, HO OHAa OYeHb cTapajiack. [Ipocuna y
NpPUHLIA KHUTY 110 uctopry CeBepHOM MMIIEPUH, CTapaTebHO pa30upana pyHHOE MUChMO, MpaB/a,
He BCera MOHUMAsi CMBIC] IPOYMTAHHOTO. M TOorga nossiisjics NOBOJ, MUWIO KpacHes, CIPOCUTh O
HETIOHATHBIX el TepMMHAX 3a Tpare30il WK Ha Mporyike Mo ABopLy — Pamacxa B3su1 Ha ceOst TpyA
MO3HAKOMUTh OYIyILyI0 Mayexy ¢ KOJJIEKLIMel PeaKOCTeN.

Omna mutesia OT HEKHOCTH M BOCTOPIa, CJIyllasi €ro MPUATHBINA, IIyOOKUI 1 I'yCTON Kak HOYHOE
NOJISIPHOE HE0O, TOJIOC MOTPSICAIOIIEro TeMOpa, YMeJIO MIPaloIIii MOAYIISIMAMA 1 IOy TOHAMH.

O, 3TU TaliHble UCKYCCTBA JIACXOB!

To 3pumast peub, peBpalamIas TbhMy HeOec B 3aXBaThIBAIONIYIO (DeepHIo, B My3bIKY IS I71a3.

To ocsizaemblil, Kak MPUKOCHOBEHUE, MOTYLIETIOT.

Ona TOMHJIaCh OT IJIEHWUTEJIBHOTO OLIYILEHMS, CIOBHO 3BYKHM €rO rojoca Kak JIaCKaloIlue
NaJIbIbl JOTPArkBaJIKCh JI0 €€ YIIe, JJaH!T, ycT. [la uTo Tam ryosl, ecim 3ByK Ero ronoca tporan ee
3ammparoliee OT HeXXHOCTH M yMHpaloliee oT ctpaxa cepane. CTpaxa, 4To KTO-HUOYAb 3aMETUT ee
YyBCTBA, €€ CMYIIIEHHBIN pyMsIHEll, €€ B3IVIS/Ibl YKPAKOH, ee TOMJICHHE.

OcoOeHHO TsTkeNo ObUIO B TPare3Hoi, Koraa IprHI] IrMHUp B OTCYTCTBHE UMITEpaTOpa AUILIO-
MaTH4YHO Opast Ha ceOs1 00SI3aHHOCTH XO35IMHA pa3BJIeKaTh Oecenol OTIOBCKYIo HeBecTy. Korna cotan
YyKHX I71a3 JIOBUJIM KaXKJbIi UX XKECT, & CTOJIBKO e YyTKUX yIIeH — KakJ0oe CII0BO, YTOOBI I0IOKUTh
MIOTOM I'PO3HOMY CEBEPHOMY BJIafIbIKeE.

Ho mnammas npunnecca I'apaapyHTta BeIpOcia B TAKOM ke SIIOBUTOM KJIyOKe TBOPLIOBBIX
TraJIOK, a KaKk M3BECTHO, si/1, TPUHUMAEMbIi TOIaMH B MEJIbUAlIINX 032X, YK€ He COCOOeH OTpa-
BUTb. JleTTa ymena aepxkaTh HEPOHUIAEMOE JIMLIO U JIOBKO ITPUKPBIBATH POT OOKAIOM WIIH callpeT-
KOM, YTOOBI TIPHIBOPHBIE YMEJIBLIBI YMTATh TIO ry0aM He pa300pajiy CJIOB.

Kyna cBobozmHee ObUIO Ha MPOTYJIKax, KOrAa MPHHIIA ¥ MPUHLIECCY COMPOBOXIAIN TONBKO 1B
TEJIOX paHUTEJIs, JIacX U ropell, Aa rnapa (ppeiyiMH, TAKTUYHO CJIeI0BABIIMX B IATH LIarax 3a ClIMHAMU
[APCTBEHHBIX COOECETHUKOB.

Ho Ha Tpetuii neHb, koraa Jlerta pemmia, 4To UMIIEpaTOp CMUPUIICS C OTCPOYKOH, 3a0blT 00
«00y4eHHU» HEBECThI U 3aHSJICS BaKHBIMU TOCYIAPCTBEHHBIMH JIeJIaMU, OH HEOXKHIAHHO TIOSIBUJICS
13-3a IIUPOKOI KOJIOHHBI B IOPTPETHOII razepee, rae Pamacxa pacckasbiBast Oyayllei Mayexe UcTo-
puIo poza.

AJ3p OKMHYJ POH3UTENIBHBIM B3IISIIOM MUIIYIO ITApoyKy, U JleTte, okameHeBIel OT yxaca,
MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO MMIEPATOp yXke JAaBHO HaOMoAaeT 3a HUMH. Majio Toro, oH yxe 000 BceM aora-
hacsl, — Takasl sI3BUTENIbHAST YCMEIIIKA UCKPUBHJIA €r0 Oe3yIpedHble TyObl.

— Bor BBl r11e, MoOil BO3/TIOOIEHHBIN CbIH U MOs1 jioporasi HeBecTa! — AJsp MpOUTrHOPUpPOBaJ
OCTaJIbHbIX, CKJIOHMBIIMXCS B MOKJIOHE. — VIrMHUp, ThI MOXEIIb UATA. MHe JOHECIH, YTO Thl TPU
JHS MAaHKUPYeELIb IEPErOBOPaMH C MOCJIaMU LIApULIbl TEMHBIX BOJ. DTO HEAOIYCTUMO. 3aliMUCh UMU
HEMe/IJIEHHO.
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Pamacxa nonpormascs ¢ JIeTToil mouTuTe IbHBIM KMBKOM M BBIPA3UTEIIbHBIM, TIOJIHBIM JOCAIbI
u OecriokoiicTBa B3MIsAaoM. Jlocaabl! — B3moxHya Jlerta, BrionHe ee pasnenspiias. becriokoiicTra!
3HauuT, OHa emMy He Oe3pa3uaHa’?

Ho npuHIiecca ornycTuia pecHHIIbl, U CYaCTIIMBBIN OJIeCK ee Ia3 YBHUJET TOJIBKO Y30puarhlil
MapKeT U3 YHUKAJIBHOTO JIEJI0BOIO JIepeBa.

[Tpenatenbckoe nepeBO OTPA3UIO M XUITHBIN B3MJIsIT UMIIepaTopa, HO TIpUHIiecca B g opun
He 0OpaTuia Ha Hero BHUMaHus1. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ee MPOMAIIIKy MOKHO CITUCATh Ha paloCTh BCTPEUH
C KEHMXOM TIOCJIE €r0 TPEXAHEBHOTO OTCYTCTBHSI.

EnBa HacneaHuk ucye3 B OpTajie BMECTE CO CBOUMM TEJIOX PAHUTEIEM, UMIIEPATOP MOMBITAJICS
n30aBUTKLCS U OT SIppeHa:

— JlioGe3Hermmii. .. Kak Bac tam. .. muaammii jopa Mpnapu. OcraBbte Hac. Co MHOM U peit-
JIMHAMU TIPUHIIECCA B MOJTHON 6€30MacHOCTH. 3aiiMUTECh IPOBEPKOM MOAAPKOB IO CITyYar0 MOMOJIBKU
Balnei rocroku. Kak MHe cTano u3BecTHO, OHM JI0 CUX TIOp JIa)ke He pacrakoBaHbl. Bonmiomee npe-
HeOpexeHue!

Toper pacripssmul miedr, HO CMUPEHHO OITYCTUJI B3IJISIL.

— Baiuie MHOrONIMKOE JIEAeHIIeCTBO, MOAAPKAMU B JAHHYIO MUHYTY 3aHUMAETCSI MO HallapHUK.
BaBoeM B Takoil KpOXOTHOUM KOMHATYIIIKE, I7Ie OHU CJIOKEHBI, HaM Jlaxe He roMecTuthest. [Toromy ¢
TIO3BOJICHUSI MOEH TOCIIOKH, sI OCTAHYCh TIPH HE M MOUX HeNOCPeOCmEeHHbIX OOSI3aHHOCTSIX.

— Ammm. .. — copBaJIoch HaTypaJIbHOE 3MEMHOE IIMTIEHHUE C 3aJIeICHEBIINX OT FHEBa I'y0 rocy-
napsi. Harsery He moquuHuCs ero npukazsy!

Ja ere 1 mo3BonHI cede OCKOPOUTENIbHBIE HAMEKH Ha CKYIOCTh JKeHUXa, 3a0paBIlero JIbBU-
HYIO JIOJTIO MTOIAPKOB B CBOIO COKPOBUIIHUIYY! 3aMETUJI UMIIEpaTop U JIOBOJIBHO CBEXKHUE IIpaMbl Ha
KOCTSIIIIKaX MajblieB U ckyie Sppena. Ho 310 Morim ObITh cliepl Kabalkoi Apaku, 0 KOTOpor Aapy
TOXE JOKJIaJbIBaJIM, a He n30ueHus ero rca Pepanapa. [Ia Takoil MOJIOKOCOC U He CIpaBHJICS OBl C
MEPBBIM KYJIAYHBIM OOMIIOM CEBEPHOW CTOJIMIIBL.

— 41 OBl XOTENMa caMa pacTiopsiKaThCsl CBOEH OXPaHOM, Ballla MHOTOJIMKOCTb, — B3[IEpHYJIa MOJI-
6opook Buornerra, misas npsMo B moOesieBIIre 171a3a keHuxa. — 1 OTHOCTBIO AOBEpsIio BaM, HO
YyBCTBYIO ce0s1 yBepeHHee, KOrjia OOIM30CTH Te, KOrO BHIOpa elie MOM OTell.

Auap HatoMHWMII ce0e, YTO y Hero 0CTasach Jaxe He Heflelisd, 2 BCero YeTBepO CYTOK, U TIOJABUI
paszpaxeHue.

— Kak xouers, goporasi, — UIMIiepaTop B3sul pyKy HEBECTBl U TAJIAHTHO MOIEIOBAJT KOHUMKHU
najblieB. VM mMouyBCTBOBaJI, KaKk OHU 3aJie[IeHESI B €ro XOJOOHON pyke. — MeHsl pamyeT, uTo Thl
MOC/IyIIHAA U IPeaHHast J04Yb. 3HAUUT, CTAaHEUIb TAKOM e MOCIYIIIHOW U BEPHOI kEHOM. DTO Aaxe
XOpOIIIO, YTO 37I€Ch CTOJILKO OECIPUCTPACTHBIX cBUeTeNnel. 1 xoten nmpuHecTu Tede M3BMHEHUS. S1
ObLT HETIO3BOJIMTENBHO IPy0 U Hamyras Teds. Ho Thl cama craa mpuInHON MOer Hecoep:KaHHOCTH.

-7

— Mory 00bsicHuTb. — IMniepaTop, He BBIITyCKasi pyKH JIEBYIIKH, TIOBEJ €€ K AaJbHEMY BBHIXOLY
u3 rajepeu. — Korna st Tebs1 yBuzesn, Takylo HeXXHYIO, IOHYIO, CBeXKYIO. .. Thl Tak peKpacHa U keJlaHHa,
YTO KaX[bIil Yac OTCPOYKH HAIllero Opaka Jisi MEeHsI CTajl BITKOK. Sl He MPUBBIK K OTKa3aM, 3Haelllb
m. § 6ecwiics. 3nuiics. Bunets u He umets. Bocxuiarbest u He oOnagats. [Ipy monHoMm mpaBe Ha
TBOIO OJTM30CTDb — CTPAAATh OT TOTO, YTO THI TAK JaJieKa. .. S1 comen ¢ yma, BIIOOUICS KaK MaJbuMIIKa!

Jlerty nonavaty 6u1 03HO0, HO C KaK/IbIM IIIATOM € — O 4ylio! — CTAaHOBHJIOCH TeIliee, U Iake
XOJIO[HAsI KaK y Tpyla UMIepaTtopcKasl pyka Hayasla sIBCTBEHHO IbUIATh KapoM 10 Mepe TOro, Kak
OH TOBOPHJI, KaK PacHaJIsiyICsl €ro rojioc, a KakA0€e CJIOBO KaK OyATO JBIIIAIO CTPACTHIO.

— Ilpoctu meHs1, Most ipekpacHast BuoserTa, MOW HEXHBII LIBETOK, — AJI9p OCTAaHOBWICS y
6eJ101i IOy IPO3pavYHON BEPH, TOKPHITON TUBHBIMU Y30paMH M CHOBA TIOIHEC €€ PYKY K rydam.

Jlerta BckprkHy1a. Koxy 000KIIIO Kak OT MPUKOCHOBEHHUsI packasieHHoro yriist! Ho oH ke mar
nbaa u xonofa! Kak takoe BO3MOXHO?
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— IIpoctu, npuHIecca. I onsATh MO3BOMII BBIPBAThCS MOUM 4yBcTBaM. COBCEM UyTh-UyTb.
Xody, 4ToObI ThI 3a0blIa, YTO HAII MPEACTOSIINA OpaKk — JIMIIbL KOPOJIeBCKasi 00sS3aHHOCTb, a 5 —
HaBsI3aHHBIN TeOe BoJel OTLa MyX4rHa. [lait MHEe BTOpPOH IIAHC HAavaTh Hallle 3HAKOMCTBO CHaJasa
Y 3aBOEBATh TBOE CEP/LIE, MOS IIPEKpacHas Aama.

[MpuHIIECCa OIETIOMIIEHHO OKPYIJIHIIA TJ1a3a, M AJISp MOHSLI, YTO Jake 9Ta IIyTbIIIKa He CheCT
3a OVH pa3 CTOJIbKO MATOKHU.

— Bamma MHOTOJIMKOCTS. .. BBHI... BB 3200JieNii? — mpojierneraia JIeByIlka, CIBUHYB OpOBH, HO
ee B3IVISAA TYT K€ 3aCBETWJICSA MOHMMaHWeM, a MUJIEHBKOE JIMUMKO O3apHIIOCH YJIBLIOKOW, KOTOpast
0e3yMHO eif 1Ita. — AX J1a... MHOTOJIMKOCTD Xke!

Jlerta GecrioMOIIIHO OIVISIHYJIaCh Ha (PPEWsIMH, He MOCMEBIIMX CIE0BaTh 32 HEW, B OTJIMYUE
ot SIppena. [TonykpoBKa OCTAaHOBWJICS BCE TaK € B MATH IIarax, HAXMYpPEHHBIN, HAMPSKEHHbIM,
TFOTOBBIA K JIIOOOM HEOKUIAHHOCTH.

Nmneparop nepexBaTuiI ee B3IV Ha TeJIOXPAHUTEIS ¥ CKPHUITHYJT 3yOamH.

— Bce-taku oH?

— O yem BbI?

— OH — TBOH BO3JIOOJICHHBIN ?

— He ockopOnsiite MeHs1, muiopn! Bbl TOJBKO YTO MPOCKITY TIPOIICHUSI, U S €Ile Bac He Tpo-
CTUJIA.

— IIpoctu u 3a 310, MOSI PO3a, — PBAHO, C IPUTBOPHBIM CMUPEHUEM B3IOXHYJT AJI9p, MOAyMaB,
KaK ke TpaB MPOKJIATHI A3apxapT, OH JISHCTBUTEIBHO pa3ydmyics cOOMa3HATh AeBymiek. Hemb3s
MyraTh HEBUHHBIA 1IBETOYEK CTOJIb IPOCTHBIMU TIOPbIBaMU. — BoJIbIlle HUKAKKUX TIOI03PEHMI, HUKO-
raa.

— MHe Henerko noBepuTh BaM.

— [Nonumaro. fI 3aBOI0OI0 TBOE IOBEPHE.

— A Mapuena? OHa no-nipeskHeMy OyeT Balleid HaJOKHUALECH ?

Nmneparop caepskait JOBOJIBHYIO YIIBIOKY: MPUHIIECCA caMa 3aroBOpuIIa O ObIBIIIeH (bpeiHe.

— O, "er! Hukakux Hayoxuuil! [TpusHatoce, s ee He TpOra, JIUIIb XOTes OAPA3HUTh TeOs,
BBI3BATh TBOIO PEBHOCTH. Jle[n MPHUHSIA OTCTaBKY U 3aX0OTejia BEpHYThCS Ha POIUHY, K OTIy. {1 ee
cpasy OTITyCTHJI, ellle TPH AHS Ha3al.

Kpaem rnaza Jlerra 3ameTwiia, Kak JepHyJcs SppeH, OTpUIIaTeIbHO KauHY/ TFOJIOBOM, a ero
JIaJIOHU CKATMCh B Kynaku. CTpaHHOE OECIIOKOMCTBO OXBATHJIO MPHHIIECCY.

Kycast ry0s1, oHa cnipocuia:

— Korna Bukonrecca yexaina u kak? ITocon ['apnapyHTa HUYEro He roBopui 00 ee OThe3Ie.

— Mmmwm. .. He nHTEepecoBascs, HO y3Halo, €CIi HyKHO, — IMIIEpaTop MaxHyJ PyKOM, CJIOBHO
peub 1uUIa 0 MyCTAYHOU Oe3nenyiike. — Ho MHe He HpaBUTCs, UTO MBI TOBOPUM O KaKMX-TO TIOCTO-
POHHUX BeIlax.

JleTTa c70BHO He yciiblana.

— Yenosek — He Belllb. BepHuTe ee, Ballla MHOTOJIMKOCTh. BBl BeZlb MOKETe OTIIPABUTH CPOUHOE
nocyianvie ocToBbM? Bpsig mu Mapriena noOpaiack 10 rpaHuIls 3a 3o Bpems. [Iporry Bac!

— 3auem?

— 51 He cepxych Ha Hee. 1y ieny ee cratyca OyJeT o30poM BEpHYThCS BOT TaK, CIIOBHO Oer-
JISTHKA, BOIIPEKH mpucsre. 1 3Haio ee OTIa, OH oueHb CypoB. CeMbsl ee He MPOCTHUT. A s HE X0uy,
YTOOBI €€ KM3Hb OKa3aJ1ach CJIOMaHa U3-3a. .. U3-3a OIHON-eJUHCTBEHHOW OITHOKH.

— Tonbpko pagu Bac, MUJIEIHN.

C pyku umrieparopa copBajiach paayxkHasi ITHIIA, B3MbLIA MO/ CBOJBI U B30pBaiach 3(PeKT-
HBIM (peiiepBepKOM, paclaBIIMCh HA COTHU TIOCJIAHWUM, CTPEJIaMM METHYBIIIMXCS B CTOPOHY OKOH.
UYepes Mur Bce HEOO 32 OKHAMU 03apHIIOCh, CIOBHO B30IILIO COJHIIE. MIMIiepaTopckoe rnoBeieHre Mor
MPOYECTh KaXk/IbIA JIACX HA THICSYM BEPCT.
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Bech ocraBmmiics ieH» UMITepaTop ObUT HEOOBIYANHO JTI00E3eH U MUJI U HE PACCTaBAJICS C HeBe-
CTOU HU HAa MUHYTY, TIpeAyNpexaas MajeHinee ee xeJlaHue, KpoMe OJJHOTO: OCTaBUTh JIeTTy B mokoe.

OH u3MeHMICA 110 Hey3HaBaeMocTu. Vcuesnu sefisiHoe npe3peHue u Ope3rIvBbIA XOIO, pac-
TasuId MOPO3HAsl HaJIMEHHOCTh M 3a00J1auHasi BBICOKOMEPHOCTh. MMIiepaTop CJI0BHO MOMOJIOZEN U
BBITJISIIE]T POBECHUKOM CBOEMY TIEpBOMY HacJeqHUKY. OH IIyTHJT U CMEsLJICS, OYapOBBIBAJI U COOa3-
HsUJI, CJIOBHO HEB3HAYal KacaJicsl MEeJKOBBIX BOJIOC HEBECTHI, MPUJIEPKUBAI 32 JIOKOTOK TPH JIIOOOM
BO3MOXHOCTH, IOTPArvBAJICS 0 PYKH U JIOOBI3aJI TOHKHUE MAJTBYMKU. Besiuecku pa3Biiekas CBOIO Ipe-
KPacHYIO JIaMy, YATAJl CTUXH, TapyT OJTUCTATEeNTbHbIE SKCITPOMTHI, OCBITIA)I KOMITMMEHTAMU, UCKPHIT
OCTPOYMHEM U CHSUT BIIOOJICHHBIMH OYaMHU.

[MpuHiiecca kK Beuepy M3HEMOITIa OT OOPYIIUBIIUXCSA yXxaxkuBaHui. Eciu Obl OHa He ycriena
HEB3JTIOOUTH KEHUXA, TO HEMPEMEHHO BO3HEHABH IeNa Obl YKe K YKUHY.

Takue nepeMeHsl Myrajiu J1axe pOMaHTUYECKOe CEPAEUKO I0HOM ieBbl. OHAa HY Ha MUT HE MOBe-
puiia, 9YTO MOTJIa BBI3BaTh CTPACTh B TPEXCOTIIETHEM, C JIECATOK pa3 KEHATOM Mare W MpOoKKEHOM
WHTpUTaHe, OMBITHOM rocyaape, MPUBHIKIIIEM Ka3HUTh 0ojiee, YeM MUJIOBATh.

Camoe yxkacHoe — 4eM yvalle JIOTParuBajics J0 Hee JKeHUX, TeM MPHUsTHee Ka3aIuch ero mpu-
KOCHOBEHHs. A KacaJjcsi OH 10 JTIoOOMY TOBOIY 1 O3 OHOTO, — TO MOJIEPKHUBAJ 32 PYKY BO BpeMsi
MIPOTYJIKY TIO JBOPILY, TO TIepeIaBasl IBETOK PO3bl B U3YMUTEILHOM IO KPAacoTe 3UMHEM Cay, TO COO-
CTBEHHOPYYHO YTOITAJ 9K30TUIECKUMU (PPYKTaMU M CIAIOCTAMU, TO TIOMPABJISIT Ha TUICUMKE HeBe-
CThI MEXOBOE MaHTO. .. OH ObUT UyIOBHUIIHO U300peTaresieH!

[TpoBoaMB HeBecTy JI0 ee MOKOEeB, UMITEPATOP CKJIOHUJICS B TIOIETye Hajl ee PyKO, KOCHYJICS
Ha yVBJICHUE TOPSTIMMU TyOaMH U TIPOIIETTa, BHIITPSMUBIIIHCE:

— Mos e, s GmaromapeH cyabOe 3a TO, YTO MMEI0 YeCTh ObITh 3HAKOMBIM C BaMH, CaMou
M3BICKAaHHOM 1 mpeKpacHou po3oit [apnapyHra. [Ipocute Bee, UTO YTOAHO, s BHITOJHIO JIFOOYIO Ballly
npockOy, €Cc/ OHa B MOMX CHJIAX.

Jlerta omyctuiia pecHutipl. «3BosibTe CIOXHYTh, Ballle Mep3JIelIlecTBO!» — nogymasa ona. 1
YIBIOHYJIACh caMOi POOKOU YJIBIOKOM U3 CBOETO MPHUIBOPHOTO apceHaia:

— 1 OBl XOTeNa HaBeCTUTh OpaTa W TIO3IPaBUTh €ro ¢ KOPOHAITUEH, Ballla MHOTOIMKOCTh. Kak
HU npeKpaceH ¥ BeJrK CeBep U ero BIaIbIKa, HO s TaK CKy4alo 1Mo pojauHe!

B orpoMHBIX (hUaIKOBBIX IJIa3aX, KOTOPbIE OHA TIO/IHSJIA Ha KEHNXA, CBETUJIUCH TOJILKO BOCXH-
IeHUe U HaJeK/1a.

LenbIx mATh CEKYH I MOHATOOMINCH AJIIPY, YTOOBI CAepKaTh BCIBIXHYBIINYIO IpOocTh. Metenu
€ro BOJIOC B3BUJIHCh, 3AVICKPUJIA KPOXOTHBIMH THEBHBIMU MOJTHUSIMU. HO OH BCce-Taku criepxkarcs, He
MPUOWJT TAPIIUBKY HA MECTE W MPOIOJIKUIT Pa3bIrPhIBATh BIIOOJICHHOTO JI0 OecraMsTCTBA IOHIIA.

— Mos poporas, 5 ke cKa3ai: Bce, 4To B MOMX cuyiax. OTnycTUTh TeOs1 OT ceOs1 — BBIIIE MOUX
cuit. Ho s rotoB cam otBe3tu Tebsi B ['apmapynt. Cpasy nocne Hamieit Opaqynoir Hour. Thl MOKeIIb
YBUZIETb POJMHY M OpaTa XOTb 3aBTPa, €CJIM CETOHS CTaHeIIb MOEH KEeHOM.

Pyxka JlerTsl, 3axatas Mesx1y JaoHel UMIiepaTopa, OHeMella OT BHE3AIMHOTO UMITYJIbca XOJIOA.
Omna nepecraja ee 4yBCTBOBATb.

— Bbl cornacHbl? — AJI9p CKJIOHWICS HaJl HEU KaK KOPIIYH.

— IIpocrute, 51 He... He MOTY. Y MeHs Tpayp!

AJ3p pazxkall JaJloHd, U pyka JIeTTsl BBICKOIb3HY/IA U yHala, KaK MEPTBbIM 3asIl] U3 XUIIHBIX
KOI'TeM.

— Xaue, — orcrpanmiics myxurHa. — Ho Mmoxer ObiTh 3aBTpa? [Togymaii, Most KeJlaHHAS JIeIH.
Thl MOXeIb YBUAETh POAHOM JOM TakK CKopo... W s He Oyay ToporuTh TeOsi C BO3BpAIllCHHEM Ha
Cegep. 4 He 3Bepb, U 51 TOHUMAIO, KaK TSKEJIO U XOJIOMHO TAKOMY HEKHOMY IIBETKY B HAIlleM KJIMMaTe.

O061aB IpUHIIECCY CTPAHHO FOPSIIIIUM B3MJISIOM CTHUIBIX TJIa3, UMIIEPATOP OCTABUII €€ HAKOHEI]
B TIOKOE.
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Hous Jlerta nmpoBerna kak B iuxopaake. To mpukaspiBaia TelIoX paHUTeNIsIM 1 (ppeiyInHaM roTo-
BUTBHCSI K OETCTBY M COOMpPATh CYHIYKH, TO CAMOJIMYHO BBIINIBBIPUBAJIA U3 HUX IIAThs U COPOYKH,
MIOHKMMas1, YTO OETCTBO criaceT ee, Ho noryout [apnapyHT. M 6par... pa3Be OH MPOCTUT, €CJIM OHA He
BBITIOJTHUT JIOJIT M HAaBJICUeT Ha JIoM Oexy?

Eie Hen3BecTHO, Kak ayKHYJIach €e POAHOW 3emule yaymamomias Onu3ocTb TeMHO# cTpaHsl,
a ecyM HeBecTa cOeXUT, Ha MOPOr NMpuieT HoBasl BoiHa ¢ Mmnepuei. M1 6pat — oH BOCITUTHIBAJICS
JaJIeKo B TOpax, OH MOUYTH He 3HAeT HU MPHUIBOPHBIX, HA TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX Jiell. [la ¥ Marus. .. eciu
Koponb PobepT 1 nepesan ee, Kak AOJDKEH ObLI, TO pa3Be 3a 3TO BpeMsi JISMpHH CMOT €10 OBJIaJeTh
TaK, KaK BJIaIeeT CBOEW CHJION MPOKJIATHIN AJdp U ero crapediuHbl? [la XoTs1 Obl TakK, Kak CaMblii
pacniocnennuii 1acx? OH He CpaBUTCS U TIOTHOHET.

W uto Torma cranercsi ¢ koposnesctBom? IlpeBparutcs B O6eiyio mycThiHIO? A 4TO OyHeT C ee
BBIKMBIIMMMU cecTpaMy, ¢ ber u Bec? CraHyT nmMriepaTopckuMu HajlO)KHULAMA ?

A oT Hee Bcero-To TpedyeTcsi CTaTh 3aKOHHOMW keHou. ViMmnieparpuiieii.

Ha u uto Takoe oqHa HoYb? Jla, ¢ MyxunHOU. Ho Beap OpauHas. C MmyxeM.

Mapuiena nposena ¢ AJ9poM HOUb U HUUETO, JIaXe JeBCTBEHHMILIEH ocTanack. MOXeT, He Bce
TaKk CTpalIHO?

A HayTpo BepHyJack Mapueina, u Jlerra noHsia — CTpamnso 10 KyTH.

keksk

[TpuHIIECCAa TPOCHYIaCh OT TPOXOTA: MOKA3aJI0Ch, 3AMOK B OCaJle, U KTO-TO ObET OrpPOMHBIM
TapaHoM B cTeHy. [logparuBaiy cTekia B OeJbIX paMax, MOKauMBaJIKCh HA LIEMSAX CBETHIIBHUKHU C
MOTYIIIEHHBIMHM CBEYaMU, COTPSICAIUCH KUCTHU OangaxuHa. VcimyraHHo BCKpUKHYJIA Jiequ DOurain u
3axria Jammy Jeau Vicabenb. ®@peiyinHbl B 3Ty HOYb CHOBA PACTIONOKUINCH HE Y ce0sl, 8 OXpaHsLIH
rocrnoxy. Brpoem teree.

— Yo npoucxoaut? — Jlerta npunogHsIach Ha JIOKTE, IBITASICh Pa3rJisiIETh KOMHATY B TYCKJIOM
CBETE OT KAPOBHHU.

B Horax 3aBopouasioch 4TO-TO TsIkKenO€. DUXO MPUIIOAHSIA TOJIOBY M 3€BHY/A KJIBIKACTOW
acThIO.

— 41 y3Haio, Baie BbicouecTBO! — jieau Vcabenb HaKMHYJIA MIEPCTSHON, OTOPOYCHHBI MEXOM
XaJiaT v CKOJIb3HyJa K 1Bepu. Ilpuciymanace.

I'poxot cTux, c1abo JOHECIUCh KaKue-To rojioca.

Kawmep-¢peitinHa pemunTeabHO OTOMKHYIA 3aMOK, TOJIKHY/Ia CTBOPKY U CTYIHJIA B TBMY CMEX-
HOU KOMHAThI, TaK XKE cnabo MOACBCYCHHYIO JXapOBHAMMU, KaK U CIIaJIbHS.

Bepnynach oHa yepe3 MUHyTY, OeiHast U ApoKarasi.

— TI'ocrnioxka, Bac mpocuT npuHATh Mutaaimi jJopa Appen. Cpouno. Yto emy nepenatsb?

— 4 npumy.

Jlerta, BHyTpeHHE COOPOTHYBIIKCH, OTKMHYJIA HArPETOE Ofesyio. XOIOA MTHOBEHHO OOHSIT U
OCTyAMJI. DOUTaiiI MOMOIJIA OIEThCS B JOMAIIIHEE, COTPETOE y MEUH IUIaThe U HATSHYTh MATKUE MEXO-
BbI€ CAllOKKM BMECTO JIOMAIIIHUX Ty(Qesb — HeXXHasl MPUHIIECCa Mep3Jia B 9TOM CTpaHe MOCTOSIHHO,
HEB3UpAaA Ha ME€Xa, I1€Yr, KaMUHBI U JKapOBHU.

— Ilpocu, — pacniopsiaunach npuHiecca. — YTo TaM ciyquioch?

— Yro-TO 0YeHb HEXOpOIlIee, €Ci Ha 00OMX rOpIiax JIMIla HeT, — npoenTaia McaGenb v cHoBa
ucyessa 3a ABEpbIO.

SIppeH BolIen CTPEMUTENBHO, @ BMECTE C HUM B KOMHATY XJIBIHYJI CBET: Mar JAepkall B pyKe
(bakes1, HO Ha KOHIIE IEPEBSHHOM MAJIKU POBHO CHSIIO HE PIKEE, a OCIIETUTEbHO Oetoe riamst. DUXo
B3BU3THYJIA U C TOJIOBOM 3aIl03/1a MOJ], OESAI0 IPUHIIECCHI.
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— Barre BbIcOU€CTBO, — CKJIOHHJICSI TOPEIT B IIEPEMOHHOM TOKJIOHE. — Y MeHs Obl1a Obl XOporas
HOBOCTb, €CJI Obl OHA He ObLIA TAKOM IUIOXON

— I'oBopure.

— BepHynace tequ Mapuiesna v IpocUT NPUHATD €€ U TPOCTUTD.

— W uto TyT 110X0ro? S rotoBa ee BbICAYIIATb.

— Ho 310 He nequ Mapuena.

[NoBucna MepTBast THIIMHA, TIOKA MPUCYTCTBYIOIIME JAMBI TBITAJICh OCO3HATH CKa3aHHOE.

— Kak 310 nonnumarts? — Haxmypuiiack Jlerra.

— B Heit HeT qyiu, Muwiead. DTO roBOpsIas KyKia.

Jlenu VcaGens XMBIKHYJIa ¥ IIpoBOpYasia ceOe Mo HOC:

— OmHa Bceryia Tako# ObuTa.

Toperr roppko ycMexHyJICs, OTPULIATEIbHO KAYHYB T'OJIOBOM:

— 41 He MHOCKa3aTeabHO TOBOPIO 00 OTCYTCTBUM Aynu. Eciu Obl He mpoBepka Maruei 6e1oro
CBeTa, KOTOpOe He MPUYMHWIIO Jienu Mapliesie HUKakoro Bpena, 51 Obul Obl YBEpEeH, YTO Mbl UMEEM
aeno ¢ TeMHOU Maruei. Kak u3BecTHO, TeMHbIE KHsI3bsI CIIOCOOHBI TIPUIABATh MEPTBOMY BHIMMOCTb
’KHBOTO, MOJTHOCTBIO UM TOCIYITHOTO cyiecTBa. Ho ey — He JesnoBe4ecKuil Tpytl, a... — roperl
OCEKCsI OT KEHCKOTO BCKPUKA — MaJleHbKast DOuraii ynaia B 0OMOpoK. Tak Kak ymnajia oHa BIOJTHE
O1arornonyyHo, Ha MArKyIo coy, 6eccepaeuHblil Mar He CTal HaJIONTo MpepsIBaThes. — To CyIecTBo,
KOTOpOE ceiiuac HOCUT JIUIIO Jieau Mapiiesibl, HUKOT/Ia He ObUIO KMBBIM.

— Pa3Be Tak ObiBaer?

— B CeepHnoii umniepuu ObIBaeT. f cblma, 4To caMble MOTYIIECTBEHHBIE JIACXH YMEIOT CO3/1a-
BaTh CHexHble (paHTOMBI. CHerypouek. OHM BBIVISIIAT COBCEM KaK JIIO/IH.

— OHnu onacHbl?

— Jliobas marus onacHa, a obevueHHas B popMy YesioBeKa — 0COOeHHO. BbI ciibiam rpoxot?
D70 HeXHAs pyKa Jiequ Mapiiesbl IocTyvasia B IBEph U pa3Hecsa ee B IIeIy, KOrJa Mbl He OTKPBUIH.

[IpuHuiecca HaxMypuIach:

— Nmmeparop 3axoten menst oomanyTh? [logcyHyTh KyKity Tof BUoM Moei ¢peinabl? OH
CUMTAET MEHsI COBCEM JIypoii?

— Mwusieniy, HUKTO, KpOMe MEHsI, He OTpe/ie/ il Obl, YTO B Hel HET KUBOW KPOBU. S BUXKY Takue
BeIlIN.

— Ho y kyxkJbl Her nmamsatu! Kak MOKHO NPUHATH €€ 3a XOPOLLIO 3HAKOMYIO HaMm JIeqH, Aake
o0naail OHa IOXOKUM KaK JIBE Karlld BOBI JIUIIOM?

— Marunueckue 3epkaia, Bailie BbicouecTBo. Jlymaro, 1es10 B Hux. M, KOHEUHO, B BLICOKOM HCKYC-
cTBe Mara-cosparesisi. $1 661 Obl BOCXHIIEH LISAEBPOM, €Cii Obl OH He HeC B cebe yrpo3y [yis Ballen
KU3HU. DTO HE3HAKOMAsi HaM Marusi, 1 gaxe jopa Kangap He 3arnomo3puit Obl OJIEIKY.

— 41 He Mory He mpUHATH ee. 51 cama mpocuia UMIIepaTopa BepHyTh Jeau Maprieny. Yto 060
MHE MTOJyMalOT, €CJIN 51 CHOBA OTBEPTrHY ee?

SIppeH mosxas rieyaMu: Takasi epyH/ia, Kak «4To 000 MHE TIOyMaloT», 3a00THIIa €r0 MEHBIIIe
Bcero B ku3HU. OH 33[yMUMBO MOTEP MOAOOPOIOK.

— A eciu opAeNKy MpHCIAN He UMITEPaTop, a TOT, KTO YKe He Pa3 MOKYIIAJICs Ha Ballly KU3Hb?

— 51 He Mory kWTh B TIOCTOSTHHOM cTpaxe! [IpuBeauTe 3Ty, Kak Bbl TOBOPUTE, KYKJIY, SI XOUY
B3IJISIHYTDb Ha Hee. $1 mprKkasbiBaio! — TONONHIIA TPUHIIECCa, BUS, YTO rOpel] He MIeJTOXHYJICS.

i S

BriBmas (peityinHa BeITISAIENA TaK ke, Kak Bcerga. Moxer, 4yTh OniejiHee, Aaxe BECHYIITKU
noutu ucuednu. U eire ee counble TyOKH, KOTOpble Mapiiena yKpaJKkoi OKyChIBaJIa JJis SPKOCTH,
Ka3JIUCh ITPUTIOPOIIICHHBIMU O€JION MyApOid. A B OCTAILHOM — TaKasl e. B3ris ClioKORHO-JIe/ISTHOM,
0e3 MaJIeHIIIero packasHus, yIplOKa Ha rpaHu aep3octu. Opexaa ¢ rieda CeBepHbIX KEeHIIMH, HO
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9TO M HE YIMBUTEIILHO: CYH/IyK OBIBIIEH (DPEHIMHBI TaK U CTOSUI B OOIIEH CrabHe, U TIePeoeThCs
el OBUIO HE BO UTO.

Ecmu ato Maprena. Eciii ona, To 1 671€IHOCTh, ¥ pAaBHOLYIIIHE MOXKHO CITACATh HA IMTOCTISACTBUS
MOCTEIITHOTO OThE3/1a, MPUHYIUTETLHOTO BO3BPAILICHHUS U YCTATIOCTH.

Ecnu 310 OXMBJIeHHAs YyIeCHON Maruei KykJjia, CHerypouKa, Harmogooue CHeXKHbIX 06a0, KOTo-
PBIX JICTIST 3UMOM JIETH, TO OHA BOUCTUHY COBEpIIIEHHA, a ee co3/1aTeb — rnourtu oOor. [louru, motomy
YTO, CTOMJIO OETJISTHKE OTKPBITh POT, KAK HECOOTBETCTBUE CTAJIO PA3UTEILHBIM.

CHerypouka To MuInana, To Bemana 6acom, U caMoe neyajibHoe — He 3Hajia aTukeT. OHa crie-
Jlaja peBepaHc, Kak Iojiaraercsi, HO BhIIpsMuiach 6e3 no3onenust. OHa oOpaTuiach K MpHHIECCe,
OITyCTUB TUTYJI, KaK K TIPOCTOTIONUHKE.

— IIpuBercrBy1o, Buonerra.

[TpuHIiecca He OTBETHIIA, JIWIITH IIOMOPIIIIACK, KOTa OACOBUTHIN rOIOC KYKJIbI Jai neryxa. C
MUHYTY OHA B ITOJTHOM TUIIIMHE pacCMaTpPUBaJia rOCTHIO.

Ta crosia, cJIOBHO 4ypOaH, He MPOSIBIIsAs HUKAKMX MPU3HAKOB HeTeprieHust. Hacrosias Map-
1eJ1a JaBHO OBl TIOKPACHea MOJl HACMEIUTUBBIM B3II0OM JIeTThl OO OT CThIAQ, IMOO OT HEroAo-
BaHUS. A 3Ta... KyKJa U ecTh. Jlaxke rpyab HEe B3ILIMACTCS OT JIbIXaHUS.

— Kro 11?7 — cipocuina JleTta nociie Joiroi nayssl.

— Mapuena. Bama ¢peitnuna. beiBias. 1 Mapuena.

— W 4eMm Tbl 3TO JOKa)elIb?

Tummaa. [Tyctoit B3misaa 6meqHo-romyObix mia3. M cHoBa, pasmMepeHHO, MOHOTOHHO:

— 4 Mapuena. Bama ¢peitnuna. BoiBias.

Cepnue JleTTsl 1a)xe OUTHCS CTANIO Peke, CIIOBHO OLIETIEHENIO OT CIABUBIIIETO €ro yKaca.

— 3amonuu! — He Boiepxkaia Jlerra. — I'ne Hacrosimas Mapuena? e Ta, ube JIMIO Thl yKpasia?
I'ne ona?

SIppeH, cTosBIIMIA 32 TJIEYOM CHETYpPOYKH, IIArHyJl BIEpell, YTOObI MepexBaThUTh, eCIU Ta
KWHETCs Ha mpuHIeccy. Ho Kykiia MomJana, u3peaka Moprast ¥ TYIo TJIsiAs mepen; COOOM.

— Ko 1ebs1 otripaBui ciofa, Mapiiena? — cripocuit ropeit.

CHerypoyka peIBKOM, KaK MTHUIA, TOBEPHY/IA K HEMY TOJIOBY.

— Moii rocrionuH otnpaBuii. Moit umrneparop.

— Yo oH Benen Tede cienaTh?

D10 ObLT PUCKOBAHHBIN BOIIPOC, HO SIppeH ycren 0OMEeHAThCs KPAaCHOPEUYMBBIMU B3I IaMU
u ¢ Kargapom, 3amepimm 1o Apyryio CTOPOHY, U ¢ jeau Mcabenb, Toe Marmdkou, U ObLT TOTOB K
moObIM cropripu3aM. VX He CITy4riioch.

— Moii ummeparop Besiell MHE TIPOCUTh TPOIICHUS Y TIPUHIIECCHl BHONETTHI U CITyXKHUTH €H.
BeImoHATh 10001 ee mpuKas.

— [IpukasbiBaio TeOe BEpHYThCS K TOMY, KTO Tebsl ocaai Ko MHe, Mapriiena, — ckazana Jlerra,
YJIOBUBIIIAS TJIABHOE — YYIOBUIITHOE CO3/IaHKE OTBEYATIO, TOIBLKO €CJT OOPATUThCS K HEl 10 MPHCBO-
eHHOMY MMeHHU. — W mepezail MoeMy KeHHXY: €CJIM 9TO ouepeqHasi IyTKa, TO 51 He CIocoOHa ee o1e-
HuTh. Eciii 3170 ouepegHoOe ucnbiTaHue, To sl He MoHUMalo ero 1eiu. Ctynai npoys.

SIppen kuBKOM moka3an KaHmapy Ha «CHErypouKy», TOT TIOHSUT MOTYAJIMBBIA TIPUKA3 W B3sUT
Ha ceOsl COMPOBOKACHUE KYKJIBI K BHIXO/Y U3 TOCTEBOM OAIITHHU.

Crouno camosBaHke yuTH, Jlerra npukasana (peiiMHaM NPUABUHYTh K HEH KapOBHIO
noomuke. Emre 6mke. [Todtn BIJIOTHYIO.

— OH xouer 3amyraTb MeHsI ¥ cjiomMath! — npoientaina oHa. — 3ayeMm? [louemy OH Tak TOpoO-
nutcs?

®peitTuHbI, MeperyIsTHYBIIKCH, TIOTYIHIN IJ1a3a. A TPYCHIIIKa UXO0 KaJIOOHO 3aCKy/IHIa, HO 13-
TOJ1 Ofiesiyia He BblIe3Ja. 3HAYMJIO JIA 3TO, YTO UCTIBITAaHKE HEe 3aKOHYEHO?

[TpuHIeccy TpsICIIo OT CTpaxa, OTBPAICHHS ¥ XOJIOA, STOro BEYHOTro Xxosoza. Terneps o Houam
eil OyayT CHUTLCSI MEPTBbIC JIeJTHBIC I71a3a CHETYPOUKHU-Mapiiessl.
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B 4em Ob1 HU 3aKJTIOUAJICS YPOK MMIIepaTopa, JIeTTa czienasia riiaBHbIi BHIBO/, HATIOMTHUBIIINK ee
cepiie CMEPTHBIM YKacOM: €CJIU TPEXCOTIETHUI AJIdP JOCTUT TaKMX BBICOT B Maruu, 4To CriocoOeH
CO37aTh ABOMHUKOB, TO YTO €My TOMEIIAeT 3arepeTh ee B JIeASHOM rMorpede U HacHIOBaTh, MOKa
HE POJIUT, a MOAAAHHBIM U TIOCJaM JEMOHCTPUPOBAThH B TO BPeMs IMOXOXKYIO Ha Hee, CUaCTIMBYIO U
6e33a00THYI0 KYKJTy, KOTOpasi 6e3pOoIoTHO COIJIACKTCS Ha OpavHbIl 0Opsi XOTh 3aBTpa?

Tak He JTydI1e i1 MpepBaTh Tpayp U CaMOol BHIMTH 3aMYXK, KaK TojlaraeTcs puHIiecce ee pona?

Ho u Torna — yro nomeraer ummneparopy 3aMeHHUTh ee Ha KykJy? Huuero u Hukro!

B >xapoBHE ¢ TPeCKOM pacchIlajics yrojeK, CIOBHO MOATBEPKIask MbICIIU PUHIIECCHI.

— Jlenu, octaBbTe Hac ¢ (ppepom Mpaapu, — BcTpeneHysiach oHa.

— Ho rocnoxa! — BckunyJsiach kamep-(peiinna.

Jlerta cBena OpoBu.

— Ceityac He BpeMs U He MECTO OJTIOCTH STHKET TaK CTPOro, CIIOBHO 3TO MOHACTHIPCKHIA YCTaB,
nequ Vicabens. Jlopn mpuHec MHe KIATBY. Hepymmumyio Maruveckyo KJisitBy. Bel 3a0bumn? — ceiiuac
MpUHIIECCa KaK HUKOT/IA MOXO/MIIA Ha CBOETO OTIIA, HEHCTOBOTO phikero Obika Podepra, Tak mpuuys-
JIMBO OTPA3UIIUCH B €€ I71a3aX OrHEHHbIe OTOHBKU OT KAPOBHH M TAKUM HEMIPEKJIOHHO-CTAILHBIM CTaJ
ee B3IsA. HUKTO OBI HE 3am003puJI, YTO B STOT MUT TaplapyH/ACKas po3a roToBa 3aBbITh OT yXkaca
1 Oe3HaJeKHOCTH.

— Kak ckaxere, Bailie BbICOYECTBO, — OTCTYITHJIA I0KAHKA.

Kak Tompko ux ocraBuim HaeauHe, JleTta yxe He caepkuBajiach. BeiriecHyna 1 CBOi CTpax,
Y CBOU KYTKHE TIOI03PEHHUS.

— Yro ke nenats, Jopn Appen? Yrto mue nenars? Kakosa ero nennb?

— O nensax uMmneparopa He 3HaeT HUKTO. MIHOTja MHe KakeTcs, axe OH caM He BCerja O HUX
3HaeT. [Ioka He MO3JHO, HY)KHO OeXaTh, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, — SIppeH MorbITajIcs BO33BaTh K pazyMy
UCITyTaHHOW JIEBYIIKHU.

— Moii gour...

— Bpocskre. D10 nuiiib BICOKHE c/ioBa. Balll 10T — OCTaThCs JKUBOU U 3[I0POBOM, BHITH 3aMYykK
3a JOCTOMHOrO MYKUMHY U POOUTH HACJEIHUKA. YBepeH: Bce benoropbe MogHUMeTCs Ha 3alluTy
I'apnapyHnra u Bac, 1ouepu ropsoii ieau. Ceituac, ociie OTCTyIUIeHus1 TeMHOM CTpaHbl M BO3Bpallle-
HUSI OTHEHHOTO Cep/lla Hallleld Mariu, ropsl BHOBb CTaM ciIbHBIMU. Elie He Tak, kak npu benoit
KOpOJIEBE, HO YK KaKOro-TO MMIIEPATOPUIIIKY Mbl HA MECTO TMIOCTaBUM. Bee Balm cTpaxu ocTaHyTcs
03311, CTOUT JIMIIIb TIOJIOKUTH BOT 9TO KOJIBLIO B OTOHb.

SIppeH cHsI ¢ masbla nepcTeHb ¢ OTHEHHBIM PyOMHOM M TIOJHSUT ero Hajl ’kapoBHei. KameHb
BCIBIXHYJI JIOW 3BE3/10M.

JlerTra He ycniesia HUYEro OTBETUTh: UX MTpepBasl TPOMKHI CTYK.

— Ero muoronmkocts, umneparop Cesepa AJap, jKelaeT BUAETh CBOIO HEBECTY, — JOHECCSI TOJIOC
Kanpapa.

«JlemoHb! TbMBI, OMATH €r0 MEP3IEUIIIECTBO 3aCTyKaJl HAC HaequHe!» — JI0CaIUBO MTOMOP-
muIcs SIppeH v MoToponuiics: yoparh KOJIBIO M PaClaxHyTh JBEPH.

Nmneparop, oneTwiii ¢ yTpa Kak Ha mapaj, B Oejblid, CBepKAIOIIUNA U3TIOOTEHHBIMA OPUILITH-
aHTaMH IlJII/IHHI)Iﬁ KaM30J1, BOIICJI, BCKUHYJI 6pOBb M OYCHb HEXOpPOLIO yJIbI6Hy.HCH, OLICHUB OUCIIO-
3UITUIO. I[eBymKa, 3aKyTaHHasd JIMIb B IIOMaH_IHI/II'/JI XaJar, CMyHI€eHHad 1 4YEM-TO HAITyraHHad, — yiK
HE €ro JI1 HECBOEBPEMEHHBIM BUBUTOM? — M €€ MOJIOJIOW M KpacuBbli TejoxpaHuTesb. Haenune. 3a
3aKPLITBIMU OIBEPAMMU.

A roper1 TyT ke 3allOI03PHJI, YTO HE BCe CIIeASIIIIe 3aKJIMHAHNS CMOT HAalTH 1 00e3BPEeInTb.

B cnyuaiiHoe siBeHHe uMIiepatopa, CliocOOHOTO OBICTPO TMEpPEeIBUTaThCsl CHEKHBIMU TTOPTa-
JIaMH, HEBO3MOXHO OBbLJIO TIOBEPUTh. A BOT KOMIIPOMETHPYIOIIME CUTYAINH /ISl IaHTaka Onmaroye-
CTUBOM HEBECTHI JPEBHEMY MHTPHUIaHY COBEPIIIEHHO HEOOXOMUMBIL. U, ecii X HET, TO Ha/I0 BOCTIONb-
30BaThCsl MaJICHILIEH 3alIEIIKOM.
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— 4l Bac oTBEK, MOS Joporasi? — C HMHUYHBIM HAMEKOM CITPOCHJT AJI9p, HE YIOCTOMB MJIALLETO
JIOpAa KMBKOM, CJIOBHO €r0 TYT U HeT.

— Her, Bamma MHOroiMKOCTb, — MPHUHLECCA, OTVIMYHO OCO3HABaBIIAsl BCIO ONACHOCTH JJIs €
peryTaiuu, ObICTPO B3siyla ce0s1 B pyKH, HO HE MOIJIa 3aCTaBUTh ce0s1 ynbIOHYThes. — HaoOGopor, Bar
BU3UT KaK HeNb3s KCTaTh. S Kak pas npocuia ¢pbepa Mpnapu y3HaTh 0 CpOUHOM ayTUEeHINHN AJ151 MEHS.

— Hacronbko cpo4HO#, 4TO HeNb3s1 IOAOKAATh U YBUIETHCS 32 3aBTPAKOM?

— 4 ero nponyiy. ¥ MeHs Het anreTuta. MHe €ro UCIIOpTHIIA € yTpa.

— U kT0 ke nocmen?

— Bpl, Bama MHOTOJIMKOCTh, — JleTTa TIiateabHO MPOKOHTPOIMPOBAJIA B TOJIOCE MPOMOPIUN
yOOIHOW cMecH Kanpusa, Aep30CTU U Topeud. — Bl OTIIpaBMIIM KO MHE COBEPIIEHHO YyJOBHIITHOE
CYILIECTBO C OOJIMKOM Jienu Mapiiesnsl, JIMIIb OTIAJIEHHO MOX0Kee Ha Moo ObIBIIyI0 (hpeimHy. OHO
HAIlyraJlo MeHs /10 JPOKH.

— Yewm xe?

— Ono noxoauio Ha ropopsimid Tpyn! Yro ciyumnock ¢ Hacrosuien Jienu Mapuesnoit? Ona
KuBa?

CoBepliiieHHOE JIMIIO UMIIEPaTOpa Ha MUT MCKa3wilock rpuMacoy rHeBa. Ha pgomo mura. Yto
MOIJIO TaK ero B30ecuTh?

— ®pep Mpnapu, BB CBOOOIHBI, — HE TIOBOPAYMBASICh K ropity, Opocui Biaasika Ceepa. — [1ycTpb
KTO-HUOYAb M3 (PPEWIIMH MPOCISTNT 32 COOMoAeHHEM Npranduii. [ToHnMalo, 4To CBUTA MPUHIIECCHI
HEMO3BOJIMTEIBHO MaJia JIIsl cTaTyca MOEU HEBECTHI, HO Bbl BCE-TaKU He (ppeiivHa.

SIppeH He MIeNOXHYIICS, JIMIIb BOMPOIIAIOIIE B3IJISHYJ HA JITH.

— Crynaiite, nopa, — KuBHysa Jlerra.

JloXk JaBIIMCh, KOT/Ia TOpel MOKMHET CMAIbHIO, a Ha opore nosiButcs jeau Mcabens, ummnepa-
TOP BCIIOMHWJI O BOIpoce BronerTsl.

— Pazymeercs, ¢ niequ Mapiienoil Bce B mopsijike, Mosi joporasi HeBecta. YTo ¢ Hell MOXkeT
ciyuntbesi? OHa ckopo BepHeTcsl K BaM. Ho MHe moka3asoch, 4To MOM MOJapoK Mo3abaBUT Bac U
CKPacUT OKUJIaHKE.

— O ner! I ornpaBuia ee Bam 0OpaTHo.

— 2Kanb, uto BB He orieHnH. Ho y Bac errie 6y/ieT BO3MOXXHOCTh PHUCMOTPETHCS U OlleHUTh. Ha
CBaJIeOHOM 1IEPEMOHHH Y BacC JAOJKHO OBITH IOCTOMHOE COMPOBOXIECHUE, a JieAn Mapiiesia MOXeT He
yCTIETh BEPHYThCS, OHA 3a0pajiach yXe CIMIIKOM JlasieKo. Mo# MoAgapok ee BIOJIHE 3aMEeHUT. Pa3 Bbl
HE 3aXOTeJIM IPUHSATH B CBOIO CBUTY (DPEMIMH, KOTOPBIX Mpejsiarana Mosi crapiias Jo4b, Bac OyaeT
COMPOBOXK/IATh CHEKHTb.

— CHexutp?

— NmenHo tak. Co3naHHble JIeASHOW Marueil MOpoku. VX Ha3bIBalOT CHETYpOYKaMH, CHEX-
HBIMU Oabamu, JieJTHUIIaMU, BhlokHHUIIaMu. CHEXUTH — ernle ofHo BoMHCTBO CeBepa.

— U yem onM ommyalotes ot acxos? W ot 3iixo?

— B HUX HeT U He ObUIO XHMBOK YeJIOBEUECKON KPOBU, MOsI loporast. 1o MOpok. [lociyriHbie
opyaust. [Toutu coBepilieHHbIE B CBOEH HEYSI3BUMOCTH.

— IloTomy BBI CO BCeli CBOEl CHEXKUTBIO HE CMOTIJIN ITOKOPUTH besioropbe, KOTopoe MoKOPUIoCh
OTHEHHBIM KOposisiM? — JleTTa ropao B3epHYyJIa Mog00poaoK.

AJ3p paccMmesics:

— Mos 3a6aBHast HeBecTa, He 0OoJbINaics, bebie ropsl He TOKOPUIIUCh HUKOMY, TeM OoJiee,
KaJIKUM, CaMOYBEpEHHBIM, TPYCIUBBIM ropaetiam Opuszpa... 0, IpoCTH, TO ke TBoM Jenpl. Ho
JOJKHA K€ Thl KOrga-HUOyab y3HaTh npasny. Het, most noporas. Benoropbe npukpsuio [apaapyHT
CBOEH TEHbIO, YTOOBI JIpyrre COCce/ld He MOPBaIM Hy:KHOE TOPHBIM JIOpJaM KOPOJIEBCTBO, KaK Tpsi-
TMOYKY. YK IOBEpb, €CJIM K HUM BepHeTcs benast koposieBa, Bariie paBHUHHOE KOPOJIEBCTBO yxke O(hu-
LMAJILHO CTAHET UX MPOBUHLIMEN U KOPMYIIIKOM, a KOpoJieBckuii oM Opuenpa 3aiiMeT MpekHee HU3-
Koe MecTo, eciii He Oynmer yHuuToxeH. [laxe B CoBeT KJIaHOB He BOWET. [OpIlbl MCTUTENBHBI U
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HUKOra HI4Yero He 3a0bpiBatoT. Ho, Musast Mos1, He 3a0uBaii Ips3HOU MOJIMTUKOM CBOIO XOPOIIEHBKYIO
rosioBy. JKeHIIMHaM MOJIMTHKA HE UJIET, OHA UX YPOLYyeT.

Jlerra KuBHYa, €l ¢ A€TCTBA BHYIIAJIM, YTO )KEHCKUI YM HE CO3/1aH /17151 BRICOKOU TUTUIOMATHH,
Ja U IENOTKYU O CIIECU U HENO3BOJIUTEIbHOM IMOBEJIEHUN FOPHBIX JIOPAOB JOHOCWIUCH JI0 €€ YILEH,
MOTOMY HUYEro HOBOT'O OHA HE YCIIbIIIAIA.

— Musiopz, nporry nNpocTUTh MEHs, HO 51 HE IPUMY B CBOIO CBUTY Ballly CHeXUTb. Moii be3bl-
MSIHHBIF OOT 1 MOM TyXOBHHK 3TOTO HE OHOOPST.

— OHa noHagoOuTCs TOJBKO HAa BpeMsl CBabObI, 10porasi, — MOKJIAAUCTO OTCTYIMI UMIIepa-
Top. — M TO, ecnu He ycrieer BEpHYThCs Jieau Mapiiesia. A K CErofHsIIHEMY BeUepy Jieu BPs J1
yCreeT BEpHYThCH.

— K Beuepy? — Bcnonommiack npunuecca. — Her! Her-wer! S He nana cornacue! Tonbko He
ceronHs!

Nmneparop 1marHy:n k Hel, B35J1 32 pyKY, [IOLIEIOBaJT ApOXKaIlye NaJIburKH, 3ariIsibiBas B Iepe-
ITyraHHbIE I71a32 HEBECTHI.

— Ckonbko skcnipeccuu! BorcTuny, 104b OTHEHHOTO KOpOosist. §1 MpeABKyIIao Hairy OpayHyio
HOYb. Thl BeJJb MOMHUIIIb MO€ CJIOBO, MOsI HexkHas puanka? OgHa HOYb, U Thl BO3BpAILAEIILCS B
lapnapyHT, 1 JKUBEIb TaM CTOJIBKO, CKOJIbKO TeOe OyzeT yrogno. bimcraii B Haiipeoce, Most 3Be31a,
s1 Oy/1y 3aBOEBBIBATh TBOE CEpIIe, Iie Obl Thl HU CHSIIA.

— Ho... Bama umnepus.

— V MeHs npekpacHble HAaCleIHUKHU, crpaBaTcs. Mory ke s HEMHOIO OT/JIOXHYTb 3a IOCTIe-
HUE. .. MHOTO JIET.

JleTTa B M3HEMOXEHMM TPUKpbLIA T71a3a. Y Hee He ObUIO HU CHJI, HU YMEHHsI, HU XUTPOCTH
YCTOSITh TIEpe]l TAKUM HAIlOPOM.

— Iloxanyiicta, mporry Bac... — MpoIIeNnTaia MprHIecca. — XO0Ts Obl ellle MecsiI| He TOPOITUTE
meHsl. [TycTh mpoiiaer copok qHel Tpaypa Ajisi COOMOAECHHS TPUITMYHA.

AJap cxail ee najiblipl Tak CUJIbHO, uTO Jlerta BckpukHyia. [Togyn, 1 oHa coBcem nepecrania
UX YyBCTBOBATb.

— Beo1 He B 'apaapyHTe, Most ripesiecTsb. B Moei cTpaHe HeT Takoro oOblvast, a Bbl, BBIXOS 3aMYK,
MPUHUMAETe MOIO PYKY, MOIO KOPOHY, MOIO CTpaHy M MOU OObI4au. Mbl — ceBepsiHe, Mbl CIIUIIKOM
MOOUM KU3Hb U JOPOKUM BCEMU €€ PAJOCTSIMU U MIPEANIOYUTAEM, YTOObI YCOMIIME PaJoBAIUCh Ha
HeOecax BMecTe C HaMH, a He KOPUJIM Hac 3a CJIe3bl U YHBIHUE. Y HaC EBSATh JHEH — MaKCUMAaJIbHBIH
cpok Tpaypa. Onu nponum. CBagp0a 1 KOHCYyMMAIMst MOTYT OBITh OTJIOKEHBI TOJIBKO JI0 COBEPIIIEH-
HOJeTHsI HeBecThl. HO BBI COBEpILIEHHONETHSS Aaxe M0 3aKOHaM cBoel cTpansbl. [lotomy 51 Gosbiiie
HE BUKY NPUYMH JU1s MOTakaHus Baiemy ynpsamcrtBy. CeronHs, Buonerra.

Ona 3armtakana ot Oeccrmusa. Crie3bl HePEPHIBHBIMU TOPSIYMMU pydYeiiKaMu TEKJIH TI0 OJief-
HBIM IeykaM. VimmepaTtop AOTPOHYJICS 10 ee IIEeKU, M CIE3WHKHU MPEeBPaTUIIMCh B OelIble jKeMJy-
KMHKM cosieHoro rpaja. CHSB CI€3UHKY, AJ9p MOJOKUT €€ HA SI3bIK.

— Cre3bl JeBCTBEHHHMIIBL. .. PeIKMil MHIpeTUeHT 1151 0000 EHHBIX MarnueckKux 3euil. Be3bl-
BaeT MpUBbIKaHUE.

[HokupoBaHHas npuHIIECCa HEMEJIEHHO MPEeKpaTuia pblaarh.

— Tak-T1o myuirie, — 6;1ar0CKJIOHHO YIBIOHYIICA AJI9p. — 51 He 3Bepb, MOsI CoieHast HeBeCTa, IpH-
HY)X/IaTh K KOHCYMMAIMX He Oyay. DTO OCKOPOUTENBHO IJIsi MEHs Kak JUisl MyKUHHBL. Tak U ObITh,
nam Teoe ere BpeMst. Ho ceroqus cBagbOa COCTOUTCS, TAK MHE BEJISIT 3BE3/IbI M HAILIU JIPEBHUE CeBep-
Hble o0brdan. OTcoa Mbl PSIMUKOM OTIIPABUMCS K aJTaplo, pa3 YK Thl OTKA3aJach OT 3aBTPaKa.

— $1 Bo3HEeHaBM:Ky Bac! — 3JIbIM IIENOTOM MPOILIUIIENA 3arHaHHAs B YIoJl JeByllIKa. — bor Moii,
Kak ke s Bac... BO3HEHABUKY !

Caetible 0 OeNM3HBI IJ1a3a Mara CBepKHY.IU. JIeASHON MaHIMPh MTHOBEHHO 3aTsIHYJT TBEPHOM
MpoeM, OTTECHUB HAPYXKy OILIEJIOMJIEHHYIO (DpEeiInHY.
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OnHOBpEeMEHHO HEBUIUMBbIE JIeJsTHbIe IIyNasblia CXasi rpyau JIeTTsl 10 60u, 3a1e3/1u Moj
XaJIaT ¥ HUKHIOK COPOYKY U C CUJION OOBIIIM ee Oejpa. A 0c000 Harjioe MpUkaaoch K MPOMEKHOCTH.
Jlerta 3a/10XHY/IaCh OT OMEP3EHUS U OlleTeHeNa, O0sICh IeBEIbHYThCS.

— 9To He UMeeT HUKAKOT0 3HAUeHHsI, — POBHO, CJIOBHO HUYETO HE MIPOU30IILIO, CKa3all Aap. —
91 pab nonra, Kak U Thl, MOM HEXKHBIH 1IBETOYEK. YeM criibHee Thl CONPOTHUBIISEIILCS, TEM XyKe IS
TeOs1. Bce MOXeT ciyunThest MpsIMO ceiyac, 1 HUKTO MEHsI He OCTaHOBUT. §I BO3bMy TeOs1, Kak OepyT
MaTpOChl IOPTOBYIO JIEBKY.

OH pBIBKOM 33/1pal ee COPOUKY, 0OHaKHUB CKOBAaHHBIE XOJIOZIOM OefIpa. .. ¥ HEIOYMEHHO HaXMy-
puiicss. MexoBble MaHTaJOHbI — BOBCE HE TO OeJibe, KaKUM COOMa3HSI0T MykurH. JleTTa BeIrisaena
B HUX, KaK MYIIMCTHI HBITUIEHOK. HacTonbko Ge33aimuTHo, YTo Jake B OMEpTBENIon Ipyau Oeccep-
JEYHOTO Mep3aBlia 3alleBEIUIOCh YTO-TO AaBHO 3a0BITOE.

He cepnuie. 1 e coBects. U He coctpaganue. Cmex. Hag camum co6oid.

— XM... Tol Mep3Hemns. Mol Jiekapb TUIOXO UCIIONHSET CBOM 00s3aHHOCTH! — AJISp ONlepHYIT
TI0JI0JT COPOYKH, 3aKyTaJI IeBYIIKY B XaJIaT ¥ MOATAIIMII ee MOOJkKe K kapoBHe. — Thl He Jociymana,
noporasi HeBecTa. He o0si3aTesibHO TeOe caMoii CTOATh CerofHs y antaps. [axe y Bac, B paBHUHHOM
KOPOJIEBCTBE, €CTh 0ObIYal: KOrja )KeHUX WJIM HEBECTa HE MOTYT B CUJTY KaKUX-TO IPUYMH CaMU IIPH-
CYTCTBOBATh Ha OpayHOI IEPEMOHHHU, TO IPUCYTCTBYET KTO-JIMOO OT MX UMEHH. DTOTrO J0CTATOUYHO
TSI IPU3HAHUS Opaka.

— Ho... BBI 5xe TOBOpWMIIN, YTO PUTYaJl MarMYeCKHL.

— Pazymeercs, s xe mar. Ho 310 nonueiii putyain — marudyeckuil. Ceiiuac JOCTaTOYHO MAJIoro
putyasa. A OOJIBIIION MbI IPOBEAEM MO3XKe, KOT/Ia 3aKOHYUTCS TBOU Tpayp. XoTh uepe3 roa. Hy kak?
ToI cornacHa?

Jlerra 3agymasiack. 910 ObUT BhIXOA. OHA XOTSI OBl CMOXKET M30ABUTHCS ceivac OT KeHUXa U
cOexarb. A TO C HEro CTAaHETCs1 BOIUIOTUTD YTPO3Y «IIPSIMUKOM K aJITapio».

— Ho k10 cornacutcs Ha Takyio nogMeHy? CHeXUTb?

— He nonyuwnrcs, — ¢ rpyctbio npusHaics Ayap. — CHEKUTD — JieisiHast KyKJla 10 CYyTH. A HyKHa
KMBasl 3aMeHa, HacTosImas JeBymka. M Kk Tomy ke JeBcTBeHHMIA. MHas He cMOXeT HaJeTh BeHell
HOBOOpPAYHOH Jake TOHAPOIIKY.

Jlerta nonsia Hamek. OTpUIaTeIbHO MOTHYJIA TOJIOBOM M MOTUIOTHEE 3allaxHyJla Xauar, OXu-
nast HoBoro JapieHus. OHa yxke MOHsUIa METOIbI, KaKUMU AJ9p paciiaThiBai ee o0opoHy. Hakaza-
HUe-TIepe/IbIIKa-NooLIpeHre-Haka3aHue. Mep3kuil nanay!

— Her! — BckuHyna OHa royioBy, pacchlmas Mo IyIe4aM 30JI0THCThIE JIOKOHBL. — S He 0TIam CBOMX
(peitiun. Bel yxe nonoss30BaIMCh OHOW HECYACTHOM, U uTO ¢ Hen? ['ne ona?

— Jlasxe eciu IeByIIKa caMa 3axo4eT? — BKPaAuMBO MMOMHTEPECOBAJICS BIIAIBIKA, TIPOUTHOPU-
POBaB HeylIO0OHbIE BOIIPOCHI, HA KOTOPBIE OH yXke OTBeuall, JUKMBO MOIMEHUB B MBICIIAX ofHy Map-
ey Ha APYTylo, Ha3BaHHYIO 9TUM ke MMeHeM. Marusi He moouT npsamoit Jiku. 1o cyacTeio, HauB-
HbIE JIIOAM 00 TOM HIOAHCE He JOTaJIbIBAIOTCS, MHAYe Maram IMpUIILIOCh Obl BBIKPYUMBATLCS Ooliee
M3OIIPEHHO.

— Haxe ecmu! § MMelo OJTHOE MPaBO 3alpeTUTh! — OTpe3asa yrpsMasi IpUHIECca.

Auap nomkan ryosl, 00yMbIBasi JajbHeUMi mar. OTKy/a TOJNBKO B Hell OepeTcst CTONBKO CUJT
IIPOTUBOCTOSATH €ro Hanopy? He Kaxaplii crapeiiivHa BblIepKUBaeT JaBjieHue Bnaablku Cepepa. A
9Ta MUTAJIUIA — JaKe He Mar.

— MHe Bce paBHO, Iie Bbl HaiijjeTe HEMOPOYHYIO JIeBY AJIs1 3aMeHbl. Eciu He oThIeTcsl, mou-
nenrb cama. U Torna ysxe Bce OyAeT Kak Hy>KHO: U TIOJTHAsI LIEPEMOHMSI, ¥ OpayHast HOUb. BUIAT JIbIpl, s
MIBITAJICS C/IENIaTh BCE BO3MOKHOE, UTOOBI HAlTH KoMIipomucc. Ho koMripomucce, Most yripsiMasi HeBe-
CTa, 3TO KOTrJa JBOE JIeJIaloT IIIar ¢ IByX CTOPOH HaBCTpedy APYT JAPYrY.

«[ar HaBcTpeuy? [la s 6exaina Ob1 OT TeOs Oe3 orsaku! U coery!» — momymana npuHIecca.

— A 3iix0 ke xuBasi? — BIPYr BCIOMHMIIA oHa. — OHa ke MOXKET 3aMEHUTh MeHs1 y airapsi?

AJ3p Ha CEeKyHJy 3aMep U PacXOXOTaJIC.
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— Crpiuck, npuniiecca! Thl mepekJiagpIBelib OTBETCTBEHHOCTh Ha pedeHka! [Toutn miaaeHmna!
VBBI, 31X0 HE YMEIOT TOBOPUTh, OHA HE CMOKET ITPOM3HECTH 32 TeOs KIISATBY.

«Eme n knatBy! U HaBepHsika HepymMMyo!» — noexuiach Jlerra.

— Xopowo. 4 cornacHa Ha 3aMeHy.

— Ecnu cymeens Haiitu ee 1o Beyepa. Eciiu HeT — uzens cama.

— Ho Toraa Bh BeIONHSIETE 0OeIaHwe U OTITycKaeTe MeHs B [apiapyHT noclie iepBoii OpaaHoin
HOYM.

— CnoBo Biagpiku CeBepa, — TPECHYJIO B YCMEIIIKE IT1aKOe XOJIEHOe JIMLOo Adpa.
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I'naBa 6. O mogmenax

«Tonbko ObI MpUHIIECCA BhIAEPKAIA U HE CAAIACh», — HEpBHUYAT SIppeH.

Hu croBa U3 ee mokoeB He JOHOCWIJIOCH 0 YIIed ee CBUTHI, OCTAaBILIEHCS B CMEKHON KOM-
Hate. HecMOTpsi Ha OTKpBITHIE Hapacnaiiky aBepu. HecMoTps Ha cieasiiye 3aKJIMHAHMSA, TOCTaB-
JIEHHBIE TOPLAMHU TI0 MIEpUMETPyY criaibHU. MiMmeparop B ouepeiHoN pa3 MIEIKHYJI [0 HOCY MOJIOIBIX
1 HEONBITHBIX MaroB. U 310 Gecuiio.

SIppeH MBICIEHHO BO33BaJI K JIyXaM-TIOKPOBUTENsIM poia. TouHee, K OTHOMY XUTPOMY U Bpejl-
HOMY JIyXY, CBOEMY Ipa-Tipajie/ly B OOrM 3HaI0T KakoM nokosieHny. Ho naxe Mpnan He cMor pouTH
HEBUIUMBIMH TPOIIAMU JYXOB K MPUHIECCE U MOACTYIIATS.

Ho Bce okazanoch Kyaa xyxe.

Crouso umneparopy MOKMHYTh MOKOM HEBECTHI, 10 MAHOBEHUIO €r0 PYKHU 32 OKHAMU JIBOpPLA
pasbIrpajiach HeBUAAHHAS CHEXKHAsl Oypsl. AJI9p HACMEILTMBO OPOCHII, YXOASI:

— T'oToBbTECh K OpayHOIl 1IepeMOHUH, 1ambl 1 rocrioga. OHa cocToutcs ceroqHs Beuepom. [o
TeX MOp HUKTO, HU €IMHasl Jyllla, He CMOXET MOKUHYTH ABopell. 1 faxe TaliHble TPOIIbl JyXOB BaM
HE MOMOTYT, OeJble Maru.

SAppen u Kannap Tyt ke npoBepuin. [JeiicTBUTENBHO, TyXy HE OTO3BAIUCD.

— CuneHn! — nouru ¢ BocxuileHueM 3ametus Kannap.

— Eme 6b1! — momopimuicst nonykpoBka. — OH y cedst noma. [Tpudem, oueHb TpeBHEro Maru-
YeCKOro JoMa.

Ho nipoBeputs, cpadoTaet m koibiio Podepra, cromo.

He cpab6oraio.

U 310 OBblIIa camas I10Xxast HOBOCTb.

Bort ecnu Obl BbIiTH U3 J1BOpIIA... HO HapyHbIe [BepH U3 OAlllHU TIEPEeCTaid OTKPhIBATHCS.
Kak u okna. BeIiiTi 13 rocTeBOro Kpbuia Ternepb MOKHO ObUIO TOJIBKO MO BHYTPEHHUM IEPeXoam,
HAIOHEHHBIM cTpaei. Y TONbKO Mo pa3pelieHuio U MPUIIIAeHUI0 UMIIEpaTopa.

keksk

[MpuHiiecca 6e3y4acTHO CMOTpesia Ha aliblii pyOWH, CBETHMBIIMIICS SIPKOW 3BE30UYKOHN Cpeau
yrien xkapoBHU. Huuero He npoucxoauso.

HacnenHuk orHeHHOR Maruu, Koposib 1 6par JIsiipuH, He 0To3BaJIC.

Iepexon B ['aprapyHT He OTKpBUICS.

Ee %13Hb KOHYEHA.

C KaXJpIM MATOM OXMJAHUS PYLIMJIMCh NTOC/IEIHIE WILTIO3UM CIIACeHUs1, U €€ Cepllie CKOBbI-
BaJIU Jie[IsiHble OOpYyYH.

Omna gaxe He cTasia cIpaliuBarh y (PpeisivH, COrIaCUTCs JIM KTO-HUOYIb U3 HUX 3aMEHUTD ee
y anTaps. SI3bIk He MOBOPaYMBAJICS.

ITocne Toro, kak Jlerra yBuaena jeasHble Ila3a CyIIECTBA C JULIOM Mapuesbl, HEMBICIUMO
elrfe KOro-To OTAaBarh B pyKu Biaasiku CeBepa. 1o Oyaer youiictBoM. MyunTenbHON Ka3Hblo. OHa
MOHMMAJIa, YTO HUKY/a ee Miynas ¢peilyinHa He yexasna. MiMneparop conrain. Mapuena MepTsa.

— 3aueM Bbl COIVIACUJIMCh HA IIEPEMOHMIO YK€ CErofiHs, Ballle BHICOYECTBO? — YKOPSI ee
SppeH. — [louemy He OTIOXUIM XOTA Obl HA Mapy AHEH?

— Y10 6Bl 3TO U3MEHMIIO?

Jlerta Tak 1 He pacckasaja HUKOMY 00 yCJIOBUM umrepaTtopa. 3aueM? Uto cMoXeT cliearh ee
KpoxoTHas cButa? Eciu ieByiky el BEpHBI, OHM TTOXKEPTBYIOT COOOM paay Hee, a JKepTB IPHUHIIECca
He XOTeJa.
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— Kasxipiit 1eHb, Jaxe Kaxplid yac MOXKET JIaTh HaM IIIaHC TIePEeUrpaTh Bpara, — MIIIIINN JOPI
Wpnapu orOpocuit qurioMaTudeckue pacimapkuBanus. — Jliob6ast orcpouka. Kaxaplii 1eHb KOposb
JIsiipuH oOydaeTcsi OTHEHHON Marvy, YCHJIMBAaeT BO3MOXHOCTH. YBEpEH, KOJBIO HE OTO3BAJIOCH
MIOTOMY, UTO KOPOJIb ellle He 0CBOMJICS. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO CHJIBI Ha HETO OOPYIIMIIOCH Cpasy. DTO Kak
TMIONACTD MO BOZIOMAJL — OIJIyInaeT. §l 3Haio, YTo TOBOPIO. Y MeHS OJHAXIbI OTKPBLICS BTOPOH Aap
Y e[IBa MEHsI He YOI

— [To3nHo Teneps roBoputs, prep Upnapu. Uro ckazaHo, TO ckazaHo. § BBy 3a HETO 3aMyX.
A 3aBTpa OH o0emian cam 0TBe3TH MeHsl B ['apmapyHT.

—Yro?

— OH J1aJ1 CJIOBO BIAABIKH.

Ho npuHIiecca mjioxo 3Hajga CBOEro TeJOXpaHuTeNsl. SIppeH Modvysil MONyNpaBAy U Majio-
MOMaJTy BBITSIHYJI M3 Hee Bce MOAPOOHOCTH, MOKA €€ BBICOUECTBO 3aBTpaKkaia (MMIepaTop yUTHUBO
MIPUCTIAJI CITYT C KYXHH, & T€ TIPUHECIIH MOJHOCHI C €101 AJ1s1 TapAapyH/ALIEB), 2 TOPEll BBIICKUBA JIe/Is-
HBIE 3aKJIMHAHUS, BTUXAps OCTAaBJIEHHbIE UMIIEPATOPOM, U CKapMJIMBAJl X MAJIEHbKOW 31X0. 31ech
ke ObUla M CHEKHOJIPAKOHbsl HsAHbKAa Mapa. [losb3ysch MOMEHTOM, OHA pacuechiBajia JUTMHHYIO U
CITyTAHHYIO CHEXHYIO IIEPCTKY BOCTUTAHHUIIBL.

— 3HauuT, eMy HYXKHa y anTapsi AeBCTBEHHUIIA, — 3aiyMaJics SppeH.

Ecnm 61 AJap mperycMOTPUTENBHO He 3a0I0KMPOBAJI IBOPIIOBBIE BBIXO/IB B TOPOJ], HEBUHHYIO
JIeBy MOKHO ObLTIO ObI IOMCKATH 3a ero npeenamu. [la Xots Obl B OvkaiinemM MOHacThipe be3biMsH-
Horo. C NMOMOIIIBIO TyXOBHUKA-MOHAXa, TOT Obl yOOJITaI KOro YrogHo Ha uTo yrogHo. Ho uto6 Tema
CoXxpajia 3Toro Ajspa, OH U 3TO MpeLycMoTpeit!

— Ia, 310 ero ycnoBue, — KUBHYJIa rpuHIiecca. OHa He COM3BOJIIIIA MIEPEOIEThCS — KaKasi Tereph
pasHuIa! — ¥ KyTanach B TOT K€ IIEPCTSHOM XaJlaT, a HOTY MPUKPBUIA ITYOOH.

— A (¢peiiHam Bbl TOBOPUTb HE XOTUTE, — KOHCTATUPOBA MOTYKPOBKA.

— Hu B xoem ciydae! Bot ecnu 661 Mapiienia BepHy/Iach KUBasi M HeBpeAuMasi, s Obl MOIJIa
HaJesIThCS HA TO, YTO MOU JKEHHMX UX HE OOHMIUT.

— He Bepuercsa Mapriena, munenu. Ee yowmi. He nMriepatop JIMYHO, HO C €ro BeJjoMa WU Jaxke
10 TIPUKa3y 3TO CIeJal ero COBETHUK M Majiay. YKe TOUHO U3BECTHO.

— bennas! Ilycts ee gyx ynokoutcss ¢ mupom! — Jlerta BCXJIMIHYJIA U COTBOPWIIA Y TPYIU
CBSIIIEHHBIN KPYT.

SIppeH KOHUMKOM KWHKaJjla BHIHYJI U3 YTOJIBKOB PYOMHOBOE KOJIBIIO, TIOJIOKIII HA KAMEHHYIO
TMOJIKY KaMUHA, YTOOBI OCTBUT METAJLIL.

— [Nonarato, 4TO X071 C 3aMEHOM y anTapsi Ha MPeJCTABUTEILHUILY HEBECThI IIOHAI00MIICS AJIDpY
IJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI BBIHYAUTD BAaC YCTYNUTh. [ocie 3akiiioueHns Takoro Opaka HIKTO M HUUYTO He IoMe-
IIaeT UMIIepaTopy KOHCYMMHUPOBATh €ro yxke rno-HacrosimemMy. Hanenbre konbiio koponsi Pobepra,
Ballle BHICOYECTBO.

— Ho oHno 6ecnionesno.

— K Hemy MosxeT BepHYyThCs CHIIa B JTI0OOW MOMEHT. A MHe OyJeT CIioKoWHee, ecli OHO OyaeT
y Bac. MoxeT ObITh, OHO CpabaThIBaeT TOJBKO B MUHYTY CMEPTEIbHOIN OMAcHOCTH, KaK MOCIIEAHUIM
maHc? Y Pobepra yxe He cripocHiiib. .. A xaiib. Tenepb st Obl 0 MHOTOM XOTeN y HErO CIPOCHTb.

Jlerta oTOBMHYIAa IOAHOC C €/10M, OCTAaBUB MOYTH Bce Oyiofia HETPOHYThIMU. Kycok B ropio
HE Jie3, XOTS CUJIBl Hy’KHBI, 2 B IPOTUBOCTOSIHUM BEYHOMY XOJIOAY OHU ellle HyKHee.

— Mapa, BbI TOXE MOEIIbTe, — CKa3aja OHa CHEXKHOJPAKOHBEN HSHBKE.

— Ox, npekpacHas rocroxa, omaromapio! Criacu He6o Bamty HepunHyo aymny! Jla He roimogHa
s, yKe ycrena cOeraTb Ha KyXHIO-TO, U TIOECTb, ¥ CIUIETHH MOCITYIIATh. A YTO y MEHsI O Bac BBICIIpa-
IIMBAJIM, TaK HU CJIOBEUKa He cKazasa! — XUTpO yIbIOHY/IACh CITyKaHKa.

— Cnacu60, Mapa.
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— Ilpocrute, rocnoxka, 4ro ciylajia Ball pa3roBop, Ja Jie3y HE B CBOE /€0, HO IIPABUJIbHO
JIM s TIOHsUJIa, YTO TOCIIOMHY HaIlleMy UMIIEPATOPY HY’KHa B XpaM BMECTO Bac JAEBUIIA, MYKUMH He
3HaBIIIasl, a CBOUX BBI JKajieeTe?

— IIpaBunbHO, Mapa, — B310XHYJIa TPUHIIECCA.

— A 4t0 nenath Hajo Oyet?

— CkazaTb KJISITBY BMECTO HEBECTHI OT €e UMeHH. TO eCTh, OT MOETO.

— Bcero-to? A HyXHa TOJBKO OJIArOPOIHBIX KpOBei geBa?

— He ob6s13aTenbHO, — crientHo BMetasics SIppeH, rmoka rmpuHiiecca Bce He ucroptuia. — Jliobas
[OIOMIET, JIUIIL Obl HEBUHHOM AEBOU OBLIA.

— Tak, MOXeT, s IOIoiIY? — CMYIIIEHHO YJIBIOHYJIACh CITyXKaHKa U CIpsTaia KPYyIHbIE HATPY-
JKEeHHbIE pyKu 1ol papTykK. — S Beab AeBUIIa, 3aMY>K TaK U He BbIlUIa. [la ¥ KTO Ha MEHsI TIOCMOTPHUT,
KOI/Ia CEBEPSIHKHU CIUIONIb TAaKUe HEKHBIE 1A TOHKUE, TUKOM JUBHBIE, KPACOThl HEMUCAHOW? A TyT
s... BOT Takas...

— Tol kpacuBas, Mapa. Ilo-cBoemy kpacuBasi, — cKka3ajl NOJIYKPOBKA, KOTOPBI HUKOTAA HE
joket. — [IpocTo y JlacXoB Apyrue BKYChI, M Kapue IJla3a OHU He IIEHST. A BOT Y KPACHBIX MaroB IIEHbI
Obl TeOe He ObLIO.

«Ei#1 Obl 32 BeJlMKaHa apyHTA 3aMYK BBIMTH», — IIOyMaJjia PUHIECCa, OKUHYB 0100 pPUTETLHBIM
B3MJIAJIOM KPENKYIO, CTATHYIO, C OOJBIION TPYIbIO ¥ CHIIBHBIME PyKaMU, (DUTYPy CHEKHOIPAKOHBE
HsHbKU. C TaKUMU pyKaMU Ha Me/IBe[lsl XOauTh. Vn 3a TsKeJIeHHBIMU JISASTHBIMU JIPAKOHAMU yXa-
*kuBath. U nuiio y Hee rpy0oe, ¢ KpyIHbBIMU YepTaMH, CJIOBHO U3 OeJIoro iepeBa BeIpyOeHHoe. 3aTo
r71a3a — OOJIbIIINe, Kapyue, TerUIble, IO JJTMHHBIMU 3aTHy TBIMU PECHUIIAMU — ¥ TTPaBJa O4YeHb KPacH-
BbIC.

— 41 ouens TeOe OarogapHa 3a TMOIMBITKY CIIACTH MeHsI, Mapa, — B3[I0XHyJ1a npuHiiecca. — Ho
9TO 1151 TeOs1 OUeHb OMACcHO, a MHE He TIOMOXeT. PaHO Win MO3HO, 51 BHIHYX/IeHA Oy/1y BBHITIOIHUTD
JOrOBOD.

— Ho... rocionux SIppeH roBopuJi, 4em no3xe, TeM JIydlle s Bac, — ClIy’kaHKa MOKpacHesa
u norynuiack. — [Ipocture Mmoo nep3octs. 1 nonumaro. Kro g takasa? ['psasp HuskopoxaenHas. U
BJPYT 3aMECTO Bac, 1a C UMIIEPATOPOM psoM !

— Her-net, Mapa, He B ToM aeiio. He B TBOEM NPOUCXOKIEHUM U cTaTyce. A B TOM, UTO ISt
TeOs1 3T0 omacHo. 1)1 TBoel ku3HU. MiMrepatop MOXeT pa3srHeBaThCsl Ha TeOsl.

— Ecim Tonbko B ToM fes1o, To MeHs-To oH He TpoHet! Hama 3u He nact, — Mapa ¢ HexHO-
CTBIO MPOBEJIA JIAJOHBIO IO MPUIJIAKEHHBIM KOJTIOUKaM 31X0. — A BeZlb 51 HE TOJIBKO €€ BOCIIUTala. 3a
MOCJIeTHUE TO/Ibl BO JIBOPIIE, TOYMTAM, KX/ Ibli X0 MOHAYATY U3 MOMX PYyK el. Helrto oHu MeHs B
o0uIy KoMy 1aayT? DTO TOJNBKO JIACXM AYMAIOT, YTO y UX CHEXATOK-APAKOHSATOK MaMsATh KOPOTKasl,
a OHM... oHU npocto Apyrue. Ho namsmiueeie. Y npuBsizuuBbie. [lake Koraa BHIpacTaloT. TO HE Mbl
UX B ceMblo OepeM, a OHM Hac. Ml HUKaKMX BJA/IbIK OHU HE TIPU3HAIOT, TOJIIBKO CBOIO CEMBIO.

DiiX0, CJIOBHO COMJIAIIASICh, JIM3HY/Ia PYKU HSHBKM OneqHO-(proseToBbIM si3bikoM. [lomymanna,
TOATON3/1a K IIPUHLIECCE U TOXKE JI3HYIIA.

— Ecii Ob1 3T0 MeHS criaciio 0T HEHaBUCTHOTO Opaka. .. — TOCKJIMBO MpoienTaia Jlerra.

Ho npakoHouka monoxuna eil Mopay Ha KOJIEHU, U TIPUHIIecca MepecTaia YyBCTBOBATh ceOs
3arHaHHOM B JIOBYHIKY. JIe/IsIHOM IJIeH HUKY/Ja He JIeJICsl, HO OHA 3[IeCh HE OJHA.

— Yr0 XK, — ¢ obneryeHreM BbIIOXHYN AppeH. — OaHy npoOiaeMy Mbl TIOUTH perii. Tenepb
HYKHO MPUIyMaTh, KaK 3allIUTUTh BaC OT MOCSATAaTeNILCTB UMIIEpAToOpa, Ballle BhicouecTBo. COexarb
3a IpeJiesibl ABOPLIA Mbl HE MOKEM, HO YKPBIThCSI B YaCOBHE — BIIOJIHE. Bpsizi i Ayap noieT Ha Takoe
KOIIIYHCTBO, KaK IITYPM YaCcOBHU. EMy Takoe He CIyCTST ero eJMHCTBEHHbIE COI03HUKU, UHCEU. DTO
YpeBaTO Pa3pbIBOM OTHOIIEHUI CO BCEMH CTPaHAMHU, I1I€ €CTh LIEPKBU Be3bIMsIHHOIO, a €CI y4ecTb
00OCTpUBIIIHECS] BHYTPEHHHE MTPOOIeMbl B UMIIEPUH, TO U TIEPEBOPOTOM. .. YBEPEH, OH MPEArouTeT
TMOZI0K/1aTb.

— V1 yMOpUTB HAC TOJIOIOM.
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— Ocazy MBI BBIIEPKUM 0€3 MTpodieM, — ycMeXHyJICs MOMyKpoBKa. — Ho cMelo 1ymath, OH He
Oynet ccoputhes ¢ nHCesiMu. CeBep HUKOTAA He BOEBAJ C 3eJIEHBIMHU MaraMu, U He 0e3 IPUYMHBI.

— Kakoii? — 3aunTepecoBanach Jlerra HEOXKUAAHHO ISl caMoil ce0sl — ei-TO Kakoe JeNo 10
Marnueckux OuTB? Eif Obl CBOIO XHM3Hb HE TIPOUTPATh B HEPABHOM CPaKEHHH. . .

— Jlacxy MOTYT 3aMOpO3HTh BOIYy, HO BOAOW OHA OBITh HE MEpecTaHeT, a BOJa — CYIIHOCTh
uHceeB. Ecim oto3Barh BoApl ¢ CeBepa, TO UTO OCTAHETCS OT BJIAABIKM JIBIOB U cHeros? Jla ¢ Hero u
JBOpLIA JOCTATOYHO — OH HAIOJIOBUHY TIOCTPOEH U3 JibJa!

[TpuHuecca caenala U3 ycblIIaHHOTO COBEPLIEHHO HEOKUAAHHBII BHIBOL M MAXHYJIa B CTOPOHY
OKHa, 32 KOTOPBIM BbLIa CHEKHAS Oypsl.

— Torma movemy Bbl 3TO He ocTaHoBHTE, Jiop Appen? He cHumere cHexHbIN Oapbep, YTOOBI
MBI Mo Oesxath B I'apaapyHnt? Bl ke nHceit!

T'open cmyTmics.

— Hanonosuny. { monykpoBka, 1 Bcex TallH MHCEWCKOW mMaruu He 3Hai. Ho cimyxurens B
YacoBHE HaBEpHSIKA 3HaeT OOJIbIIIEe MEHS.

Ha tom u nopemmnu: cripsatath NpUHLIECCY B XpaMe, a K UMIIepaTopy oTnpaBuTh Mapy npes-
CTABUTEJIbHULIEH HEBECTBHI.

% sk ok

AJI3p OTCTYNHJI Ha IIAr OT CBOETO TBOPEHHUSI U YJIBIOHYJICS cJlerka 6e3yMHON yJIbIOKOH TBOPILIA,
MpeObIBAIOIIEro B SM(hOpHU OT CAMOT'O MPOoIiecca CO3UIAHMs, KOT/Ia U3-TIOJ] €r0 PYK BBIXOJHUT HEUTO
HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE, BOJIIEOHOE; KOIJIa Mar YyBCTBYET ceOsl BOMCTUHY JIEeMUYProM, paBHBIM Ooram-
CO3JaTeIISIM.

OH ¢ 1000BHBIM TPETIETOM U HEKHOCTHIO MTPOBEJT MOAYIICUYKAMH MAJIBLIEB TI0 JIUILY CTOSIBIIIEH
riepe HUM JIEBYIIIKH, U Ha €€ IIeKax MOsIBUJICA JIETKUiA pyMsiHell. Ee rpyib paBHOMEPHO B3/IbIMAJIach,
IIeBeJIsl YMaBIIyl0 Ha OOHaKEHHBI COCOK TEMHO-PBUKYIO MPsiib, PhUKHE PECHUIIBI TPETIeTaNIH, a Ha
aJIpIX OMecTAMUX Ty0ax urpajia yyTh CMYIIEHHAs! yJIbIOKa.

— IIpexpacno! CosepiienHo, Mapiiena! — BbIIOXHYJI UMIIEPATOP, U OT €ro JbIXaHWs Ha JJIUH-
HBIX PECHUIIAX U IIaJKUX IIeKaxX JeBYIIKU OCEN CHEXKUHKH.

N He pacrasnm.

Amp Haxmypwics. OcMOTpeN OMOYMBAJIBHIO, 3aBAICHHYI0 OOJIOMKaMH JibJa C KEHCKUMHU
OYepTaHUSMU — HEYJaYHble SK3EMIUISPHI, KOTOPBIE OH B J0Cajie pa3owil v He YAOCYKUJICS yOparh.
Ero B3m1s11 ynas Ha CTONMK Yy JIOXKa C XPYCTaIbHBIM (DJTAKOHOM, TOPEBIIMM pyOMHOBOM 3BE3/I0M.

— Bpewms, Bpemsi... Y mens ero Het! OcoOeHHO, Ha SKcrieprMeHThI. Ecin ee pacKycuim Kakue-
TO IOHIIBI C TIEPBOTO B3IJISIa, TO MOM HEHABUCTHBIN Bpar TeM Oosiee moimveT... Het, He moiper. ..
HyKHa XuBas, Terias... A ecmd... Pacraer wim Her? Wnu mompoboBarh mHavye? Yepe3 KpoBb
MOCPEJHUKA. .. XM...

OH 0CTOpOXHO, TBYMSI MaJbI[aMU B3su1 pyOMHOBBIN (hrakoH ¢ «KopHeM conHia», B30onTa,
PAacCHITaB MO XPYCTAIBHBIM CTEHAM PBIKEBATO-ajIble OTHEHHBIE OTOJIECKH, U IJIECHYI HA JIHO CTOSIB-
1iero psimom 6okana. ITomopruiics, Koraa B BO3AyXe MOIUIbUT TYCTON Me/IOBBIN 3ariax.

— Brinieit, Mapuiena, — npukasaji UMIIEpaTop CHET'ypOUKe.

— bnaropapio, Moii UMIiepaTop, — CHeXKUTh IIPUCesIa B PEBEPAHCE, MOJHSIACH U CJIerKa PBaHbIM
I11aroM JIBUHYJIaCh K CTOJIHMKY.

370 OBUIM MOCNIEIHNE IIark B HEAOITON KU3HU JIEATHON KYKJbl. OT MepBOro e II0TKa JHK-
CHpa OHa TOTEeKJIa pyYeKOM, U Yepe3 MUHYTY B JIyKe JIe)KaJu OIUIbIBIINE, KaK BECEHHUI CYrpoo,
KYCKH JIbZIa ¥ OCKOJIKM XPYCTaJIs.

Auap 6pe3ruBo nHY ux. 3agymaics. LenkHyn nansiiamu, BeIceKasi CHHUE UCKPBI.

— Bcranb, Mapiiena!
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OmbIBIIMI Cyrpo0 3allieBesMICcs, CKIIaIbIBasACh B OOHAKEHHYIO IeBUUBI0 (DUTYpY C YepTamu
muna neau Mapuenst. 2KyTkoBaras BosOa Hauanach 3aHOBO.

AJdpa ycrokamBajio OHO: ¢ KaK/IbIM pa30M CHETYpKa BBIXOIWIIA COBEpIIeHHee, xkuBee. [laxe
noo6ust Haiisbl, — a OH co37aBajl UX COTHSIMU, THICSYaMU, TIEJTyI0 apMUIO KOMUH! — y Hero He Mojy-
YaJIUCh TAKUMU OJIM3KUMHU K OPUTHHAITY.

A ecnu nath e mompoOOBaTh TEIUIYI0 YelIO0BEYECKYI0 KpPOBb C PACTBOPEHHOW B HEH Karuiei
«KopHs conHia»? — 3agymascs mar. Takoe Tero He pacTonuT JejsHyo Kykiay. He cpasy. 3ato
NPUIACT el HeOOXOMUMYIO JIJIsi CHOLIIEHUH 3M1aCTUYHOCTh. OCTalbHOE JIOMONMHSAT 3epKajia, Marks u
MOpOK. A TO, 4TO A3apxapT B JTIOOOM ClIy4ae MovyeT Markio, MOXKHO CIHCATh Ha MOCIeNCTBUs Opay-
HOTO PUTYaJia ¥ JTMKCUPA ISl TPYCIIMBOM HEBECTHL.

— U He 3a0bITh OBl 3aMEHUTH TeOe MOPIOYKY Ha JIMUMKO MPUHIIECCHI, — YCMEXHYJCS AJdp,
MOXJIONAB TIO IIEKe MOMYYUBIIYIOCS JIyUIlle MPEekKHEeH CHErypouKy. — [1I0X0 TOJNBKO, YTO MaTpHIiia
MOJTyYMJIach C U3bSIHOM — OPUTMHAJ Y)Ke He JeBCTBEHHMIIA, HO y TeOs Mbl 9Ty MeJIOYb TONPABHM,
muias Mapuena.

— Bnarongapio, Moii UMIiepaTop, — ¢ YILIOKONH 000KaHHS OTO3BAJIACh CHEKHUTh.

AJ3p cMaxHyJI ¢ Kpecya JieITHOe KPOIIEBO, CeJ, 33yMUYMBO YIIepeB MOIOOPOIOK B KYJIaK.

— Kak xe TsKes1o ucnpapisTh ONIMOKKA MOJIOOCTU! A BeIb s IEPKYCh yke He OJJHY COTHIO JIET,
He MOAIa0Ch A3apxapTy, OylIb OH IPOKJIAT. TeMHast cTpaHa He OTKycHia OOJIbIIe HU TISI/IU OT 3eMeJlb
UMIICpHH, He B3si1a HU JIyIIIU, XOTs yOusIa, yBbl, MHOTUX. U KTO 3TO O1ieHuT, Mapriena?

— 51, MOV TOCTIONMH! — CHEr'ypoUKa COBCEM Kak JKUBasi OIyCTUIIACh HA KOJICHU U, IOYTUTEJIEHO
B3sIB B JIQJIOHH IIPUCMUPEBIITYI0 MIMIIEPATOPCKYIO KOCy, MoliesioBaia. Koca BepBasiach, B3METHYIACh
CHEKHOW METeJIbIO, M Mar C yJIOBJIETBOPEHHEM OTMETHJI, UTO Ha 3TOT pa3 CHE)KUHKU HE 3a/IePKaTICh
Ha KOKe JIEBYIIKH, a TIOTEKJIN BIAXHBIMU JIOPOKKaMU. BripoueM, OHM OBICTPO OCTBUIH, a KYKJIa CHOBA
NoTepsiyia TEKYUyI0 )KHBOCTb.

—Pab6otarts erie u paboTaTh, — B3I0XHYIN AJap. — Eciti THI lymMaeliib, 4To MHe X04YeTCsl OTIaBaTh
npokJisiToMy TeMHOMY MOIO HEBECTY, TO Thl olmbaenibes. 51 eme He coBceM 3Bepb. OHa HUYEM He
3acykuia Takor ydactu. Momuum, Mapriiena, — 060pBajl OH BCTPENeHYBIIYIOCs CHETYPOUKY. — YTo
ObI TBOS OT3epKaJIEHHAs TAMATh TeOe HU IIeNTala, He CMel TOBOPUTH MHE. 3epKaJia IMeIOT CBOMCTBO
WCKaxaTh. A ecii BronierTa u 3aciyxuiia, To  erie 00 TOM He 3Halo, U Y3HAI He OT TeOs. B modom
ciydae Azapxapty Oy/eT CJMIIIKOM XHPHO MOIYYUTh TO, YTO JOJIKEH MOTYUYHTh S

— U Bl OTHAIMTE €My MeHsI BMeCTO Hee? — C paBHOYIIIMEM CHEKHOM ITyCThIHU CIIPOCHJIA CHe-
r'ypouKa.

— I'mynas. Kak 6bu1a, Tak U ocranachk qQypa aypoi. S otmam TBoe Terno, He Te0s1. TBoe nensHoe
teno. I[lycth fenaer ¢ HuM, uto xoueT. OHO Bce paBHO ObICTpO paspymmtcs. Ho pa3Be Thl — 3TO TBOE
teso? OHO y TeOs yke MsToe 3a Mocyieanue Tau, Mapriena.

— Ilecroe. Tol AT pa3 MeHs yOUBAJL.

— Yersipe. [lepBbiii pa3 TeOs youn Mo# nasiay.

— Ho TbI 3HaI1, 4TO MeHs KIeT! — yIpeKHyIa KyKJa.

— 3nan. Ho kak Owl 51 caenan tedss 6eccMepTHOM, He YOMB TBOE TeJO, STOT HECOBEPIICHHBIN
HOCHUTEJIb, 32 KOTOPBIN TaK CUJIBHO IIETUISIIOCh TBOE CO3HaHKE? DTO ObLIIO HEOOXOAUMO. A Terepb Thl
MIOYTH COBepIlieHHa 1 OeccmepTHa. [1o kpaiiHelt Mepe, 0 TeX Mop, MOKa CYIIECTBYIOT MOM BOJIIIEO-
Hble 3epkaia. O, ecau Obl s cam youst Haiiy, oHa Obl HUKOT/Ia HE CMOTJIa OT MeHsI cOeskath! — AJap ¢
SIPOCTBIO pa3/IaBIII KaOJTyKOM OCKOJIOK XpycTaiibHOro 6okasa. Ho Berblmka ObICTpO moracia — uMrie-
parop ciuImkoM ycrail. — S momapui Tede cMepTh U OeccMepTre, JKeHIMHa. Jaxke eciiv moruoHeT
9TO TeJo, 1 co3/1aM Jisl TeOsl HOBOE M CHOBA HAIOJTHIO ero To0o0i. M dacteio Teds1. Toi, uto ycren
COXPaHUTb.

— D10 GONBHO.

— Bpemn. Tebe yxe He GOIBHO.

— ¢ momHI0 My 6omb. U xoTena Ob1 3a0bITh. HO KaXIpIil pa3 OHA BO3BpAIIAETCs.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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