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AHHOTaAIMA

BruzuTes caMblil cTpalliHblil JEHb B KM3HU MTpUHIIECCH BHOMETTH
— Opak ¢ HeHaBUCTHBIM UMIiepaTopoM CeBepa, YyAOBHUIIEM C JIEJTHBIM
cepameM. YTo MOXeET MPOTUBOINOCTABUTh HEXHAs «TapoapyHTCKas
po3a», Kak MPO3BAIM TPHHIECCY MEHECTPEH, MOTYIIECTBEHHOMY
ceBepHoMy Mary? OHa IIPOCTO YeJIOBEK C ropsiueil KpoBbIo M CMeJIoN
aymoii. OHa oOpeyeHa Ha ruOesb, eCIM He BMEIIAeTCsl UyjIo. .. UJIH ee
M30paHHMK, IEP3HYBIIMI BOCCTaTh MIPOTUB camoro Biaapiku CeBepa.
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I'nasa 1. Ilogapok

B nokosix mpuHLIeccs! BUONETTH CTeHBI 3aj1e/IeHeNn U3HY TP,
HeB3Mpasi Ha PACKAJICHHBIE YIJIM B KAPOBHSX M TBIIIYIIUH Ka-
poM KamuH. VIcKpsiipiecsi y30pbl BHIIISACIN KaK XHITHbIE TITH-
1Bl C OCTPBIMU 3y0amu Ha KJioBax. Mimneparop Ceepa noKa3bl-
BaJI cBOM r'HeB. [Toka3bIBasl, YTO HUYTO HE CMACET €ro HEBECTY,
€CJIM OHA He MTOKOPUTCS €ro BOJIE.

Tak CTOUT 7T COMPOTUBIATHCS?

Jlerta 3amaxHyja MOIUIOTHEE PhICHIO 1IyOy, HAKMHYTYIO Ha
IUIeYH, TIOTPy3KiIa Najablbl B MArkuil Mex. [logapok mosnonoro
TOPHOTO Mara, ee TeJOXpPaHWUTeNId, 3alUIIal OT X0JIoAa JIydlle
’kapoBHU. Eil moka3asoch, 4TO BOJOCKM MeXa UyTh CBETSATCS.
Winu 310 Urpanu, oTpaxasch, HeOeCHbIe CIIONOXU?

STOM HOYBIO JIACXM YCTPOWIIM (peepHio, OTMeUask OMOJIBKY
CBOEro mmrieparopa. PagyxHble CUSHUS pa3TUBAIMCh HA TIOJ-
He0a, WUrpajiy, PUCys CBEpKAaIOIIMX KOHEH M HeOecHbIe Callbl,
CBUBAJIVCh B )KUBbBIE Y30Pbl, HEPEPHIBHO MEHSIOIUECS, CJIOBHO
10 MpHKa3y OoxecTBeHHOro aupuxiepa. CeBepHass HOYb yOUid-



CTBeHHa Jist cMepTHHIX. Ho 1 mpekpacHa.

Buornerra cunena B kpeciie y OKHa, JIoOOysich B HeOecax CHsi-
IOIIMM PUCYHKOM 3pUMOW peud, U3 KOTOPOH He TOHWMaJia HU
cioBa. Ho He Moria oTBeCTH 1i1a3, MokKa He MpoJporia.

— Barie BricOuecTBO, BaM HYKHO TOCHATh, YTOOBI YTPOM, XO-
TSI U, KOHEUHO, BEChMa YCJIOBHBIM B TOJISIPHYIO HOUb, BBITJISI/IETh
JOCTOMHO, — HaTIOMHIWJIA TIPUHIIECCE ee Kamep-(peiyinHa, Jienu
Hcabers.

O6e ¢peiinunbl, Mcadens u D6uraii, ciaji TyT Ke, XOTsS UM
ObLIa OTBeJIcHA OT/ieNIbHasi KoMHaTa. Ho B MOKOSIX TOCTOXY 11a-
PUJT TAKOW aJCKHMIA XOJIOM, YTO JaMbl OObEAMHWINCH, HEB3Upasi
Ha CTaTyChl, EPETANWIN KAPOBHU U CABUHYJIM IUBaH U cody
NOOJIMKeE K JIOKY TTPHHIIECCHI.

— Ha, Wcabens, — kuBHyna Buonerra. M roppko ycMmexHy-
nack: — Mapiiena Tak 1 He BepHYJIach.

— Her, rocrioxa.

Tpetbs ppeitsivHa, CONPOBOK/IABIIAs HEBECTY U3 OTYErO J10-
Ma K KeHUXy, Jeau Mapiiena, mociie 6ercrsa rocro)u ¢ TOpKe-
CTBEHHOT'O Y)KMHA B UECTh TIOMOJIBKM OCTaJIach CU/IETh Ha KOJIe-
HSIX UMIIEpaTopa.

Bonbiniee yamkenue Buonerte TpyaHO ObLIO MPeCTaBUTh, HO
OHa yX€ HE COMHEBAJIaCh, YTO MCTHUTEJBbHBIN Biagbika CeBepa
NpUAyMaeT ISl Hee elle YTO-HUOY/Ib.

U Bce u3-3a ee mpochObl MOYTUTH TAMSITh Kopouist PoGepra, ee
noruoiero oria. [IpockObI COOMIOCTH BEKOBBIE TPATUIIMH U OT-
JIOXUTH CBaIbOy Ha Bpems ee Tpaypa. Pa3se oHa MHOroro mpo-



cua? Kakoii-to roa! Beero s rog.

N tenepr Buosnerra 3agymanace: a Kyga Tak TOPOIIUTCS UM-
nepatop Aimp? HacuibHO ee B3STh B KEHBI OH HE MOXET — JI0-
rOBOP 3aKJII0OYeH Marndyeckuii. Ho ynmpsiMcTBO HEBECTHI €ro Tak
B30€CUJIO, UTO AJPp pelIwy NPUHYIUTh ee Tak Wi uHave. U
CBOM IMAHTAaX Hadasl ¢ coOnaszHeHus yienn Mapriensl. Mo, pa3s
Buoserra oTkazanach yCKOpUTH CBa/ibOy, TO IPeTh €ro MocTelb
Oyzaer ee (peitsinHa.

JleByIiKa CTHCHYJIA KYJIaKU, YyBCTBYSI, UTO OECCUIIbHBIN I'HEB
MeNIaeT ey AbIIIATh.

Hano nocnare. Hafio ObITh Ha BBICOTE U HE TIO3BOJIUTH MOTY-
IIIECTBEHHOMY Mep3aBIly M ero cBope cMesiTbesl HaJ Hell. Hap ee
3arUIakaHHBIMU TJIA3aMH U OMYXIIUM JIMIIOM, HaJ| XJIIOMAIIAM
HOCOM IIIeCToi 1ouepr Kopoinsi Pobepra.

Ho, xorna cusinus u eiiepBepku yraciu, BO3Bpaliiasi 4epHo-
My Oapxary HeOa 3Be3[HbII OJecK, a MO JABOPIY U HaJ ceBep-
HOW CTOJIMLEN MPOJIeTeN MeJIOANYHbIN XPYCTalIbHBII 3BOH, OIO-
BELIABIIMY O HaYaJle 1HsA, Buoserra Bee ele He COMKHYJIa IJ1as.

k %k %k

He cnana u nequ Mcabenb, CkBO3b pecHUIIBI HAOMI01as] 32 UM-
NIepaTOPCKON HEBECTOM, Yell Oe3yKOPU3HEHHO KPACHBBINA MPO-
(buth ¢ TOUSHBIM HOCOM Y OKPYTJIBIM BBICOKAM JIOOM BBIJIEIISIICS
Ha (pOHE MEPIAIOIIMX CIIOJIOXOB OKHA.

Mano mu... TlonHOBecHass Maruyeckasl KJsITBa, B3sTas C
(perinab KOposiem Podeprom, 3acTapiisiia ObITh BTpOWHE O/IH-
TeJIbHOM, TIOKa I1iecTast Ioub Pobepra He pomuT, a ee peOeHOK He



MOJIyYUT OTHEHHOE OJIarocyioBeHue OT OpaTa, yHACIeIOBABIIIETO
TPOH U Maruio.

AX, ecim Obl HE KJISITBA, €CIIU Obl KOPOJIb, STOT MPOKJISITHIN
PbUKMIA ObIK, HE MPOSIBIJ HEOKUIAHHYIO MPO30PIUBOCTb B Ca-
MbIi mocnieiHuid MoMeHT! HaBepHsika eMy KTO-TO MOACKa3al,
HaychbKaJl. VI 3TOT NMPOHUIIATENIBHBI «KTO-TO» HE MOXKET OBITh
HUKEM MHBIM, KaK BEHPUIHOM, HACTABHUKOM TpuHIa JIslipuHa.

YepHornasblii 1 XOIOJHOKPOBHBIN Kpacasell Parap — BOT KTo
BMHOBEH B TOM, UTO YTOHUEHHasl Jo4b repiora Jleckapa tenepb
B TIOJTHOM CMBICIIE CJIOBA MPO3si0aeT Ha Kpaio 3eMJIM, TAe OHa
HOYB UIMTCH moyironal

Hcabenb BCHOMHMIIA XOJIOAHBINA M OCTPbIiA, KaK Jie3BHe HOXKa,
B3IJIsI]] BEUPHUIHA, IEPEXBATHUBIIIETO €€ Y JIBepeid B TOKOM MPUHIIA
JIstipuna. U Bcio Ty 6e300pa3Hylo CIieHy BCIIOMHWJIA, U CHOBA
COIIPOTHYJIaCh OT yKaca.

Ona B TOT Beuep MpuHecIa MPUHILY 3alUCKy OT MPUHIIECCHI
Buosisl u penmia BOCiob30BaThCs MIAHCOM, CAEJATh IIAr I10 ITy-
TH, KOTOPBIX e Mpopoumia ctapas 6abka-ImaMaHKa v ee pOTHOM
OTell, KOTOPBIA Crajl U BUJIENT Ha TOJIOBE ero eIMHCTBEHHOM J10-
4yepy KOpPOJIEBCKYI0 KOpoHY. [lonyuuTh ee ObL1 JMIIb OAUH J10-
BOJILHO TTPOCTOM MYTh — BIIOOUTH B ceOs1 IoHOTO mpuHIia JIsiipu-
HA Y BBIMTH 32 HETO 3aMYK.

Bce apyrue KopoHBl MEpa OXPaHSUTUCh TPATUIMSAMU ITPECTO-
JIOHAC/IE/IsI UM K HUM HEBO3MOKHO ObLIO MPOOpaThCs vysKay-
K€ C IIIayHCKOW KPOBBIO M Maruem.

VY caMux 11ayHOB JKEHIIMHBI HE OMYCKAUCh K MPSIMOW BJia-



CTH, a OBITH MIEPBOM T'OCIIOKOM TapeMa 1 BCIO KHU3Hb IIPOBECTH B
Jpsi3rax ¥ 3MEUHBIX UHTPUTax — He Ta y4acTh, O KOTOPOl Mey-
Tajoch ymHulle McaGenb.

YV COI03HBIX IIayHaM 3eJIeHbIX MaroB Py BCEM UX MHOToo0Opa-
3UM IMeJIach HEM3MEHHAs TPAJIUIHS — TPOH HACIIEAOBAIN TOJTb-
KO JIETU C MHCEVCKON Marueu.

ApPUHTBI. .. Y HUX KHATUHS MQJIO YeM OTJINYasIach OT CTyXKaH-
ku. JKeHimHa 00s13aHa BECTH JIOM U XO35IUCTBO, ITYCTh 3TO U JIBO-
pell, TOTOBUTH CYMPYTy CAMOJIMYHO YTPEHHIOIO Kallly, CJIe/IUTh 32
JETbMH ¥ 3aIUIIATh UX C MEYOM, eciii oHagoourcs. Mcabernsb
He MpeICTaBsiia ce0s1 HU C MEYOM, HU C TIOBAPEIKOM.

CeBepHble Marv — BeKOBbIE Bparu mayHoB. Jla 1 0 TpexcoTer-
HeM umIepatope ymHuiia Micabenb yxe Obliia HaCTIbIIIIAHA U TTPe-
KpacHO TIOHMMAJIa, YTO el He Mo 3y0aM HU STOT BO BCEX CMBIC-
JlaX OTMOPOKEHHBIN Mar, HH ero jeTu. Jla u Kakoi CMBICT, ecu
CTpaJaBIlUi MapaHouel uMmmeparop AJSp UMeN AYpHYIO MpH-
BBIYKY KA3HUTb HACJIEJHUKOB IO Mepe X MPUOIMKEHUs K 3a-
BETHOU KOpOHE?

A B Benoropse KOposieBOl MOXKET CTaTh TOJIBKO FOpHAasi BEb-
Ma — pudHHA. OHM U CBOMX-TO JKEHIIIMH HE TOPOMUJIKCH BO3BO-
JWTh Ha TTCTOBABIIINI MOJITOPA BEKa TPOH.

N yt0 ocraercs B mupe?

Tonpko HeOosbINoe, clladoe, HO OYeHb BBHITOJHO PACIIONO-
’KEHHOE KOpPOJIeBCTBO ['apiapyHT v eIMHCTBEHHbIN HAC/IEIHUK,
KpoHnpuHI JI3iipuH. U 4TO € TOro, 4YT0 MaJb4yMIlKa HA YEThIpe
rofa Myaiie 4ecToMOONBOM I0)KaHKU Y 3HATh HE 3HAET O ee CY-



IIECTBOBAHUU ?

VY3Haer.

Bmoourcs.

Kenurcs.

Hcabenb kpacuBa, 3HaTHAa, yMHA U OCTOpokHAa. OHa — Mar.
OHa 3HaeT HEKOTOPBIE I0KHBIE TAMHBI ¥ IOMOXKET B IIEPETOBOPAX
¢ mayHamu. OHa 3HaeT Bce CEKPEThl rapiapyHTCKOro JBopa 1
CTaHeT UeabHOU OMOpPOM ropHoMy nukapio. Kro emie, kak He
oHa?

A craB KOpPOJIEBOM, OHA OCYILIECTBUT MEUTY TalHBIX TOKPOBU-
TeJIEU €€ CEMBH, J1a ¥ BCEX IIayHOB — BEPHET KEJITOMY IJIAMEHU
OKKYINHMPOBaHHbIE OTHEHHbIMU Koposisamu 3emuid. U Bech 'apaa-
PYHT BIIpyjiady, BIUIOTh A0 Besbix rop. A eciiu BCHOMHUTb, YTO
1 camu benbie ropsl (hopMasbHO €Ie B COCTaBe KOPOJIEBCTBA,
TO OTKPOIOTCSI COBCEM I'OJIOBOKPYKUTEJIbHbBIE IEPCHIEKTUBHI. .. O,
Hcabenb ocTaBUT CBOE UM B BeKax, ee OyayT MIOMHUTh U OOro-
TBOPUTb, [TOKA TOPUT B MIAYHCKUX Ovarax ejiaroe rjaams!

K rapmapyntckoii kopoHe oHas Mcadenb Hayama BOCXOX/e-
HUE 3arojisi, B MSATHAALAT JIET, KOIJIa enle ¥ CaMOro KpOHIPUH-
1a He ObuT0 B Haiipeoce, otcrzkuBasicst B nanekux ropax. Ho vu
MYJIpPEUInid OTell I0KHOM KpacaBuIlbl, HU OaOKa-IllaMaHKa, HU
cama JIeByIlIKa HE COMHEBAJIACH: IPUHLL BepHeTca B Hanpeoc n
MOJTYYUT KOPOHY U3 OTHEHHBIX, HO CUJIBHO OcjiabeBIINX pyk Po-
Oepra.

OH u BepHyicA.

Bor Tonbko Heponro pagoBasiack Mcabems. U naxe He ycrie-



Jla HayaTh Ha MAJIbYMIIKY HACTOAILYIO OXOTY, KaK JABaALIATUIIET-
HIOIO TEPLIOTCKYIO JOYb B IIPUHYANUTEILHOM NOPSAAKE HA3HAYWIN
Kamep-(ppeisinHor BUoneTTsl, HEBECTHI CEBEPHOTO UMIIEPATOPA,
¥ BBINPOBOAWIM U3 ['apnapyHTa B 6€3[1yIIHbIE CEBEPHBIE JIb/IBI.

Tonbko NOTOMY BBIIPOBOAWIIN, UTO BelipuaHy Parapy He mo-
HpaBwics B3s Vicabenb, nckoca OpoIieHHbIH Ha TpuHIIa JI9ii-
puHa. Tak ryno nonanack. OAWH TOIBKO B3MIAA. 3ayMUYUBBIN,
npuleHUBaloNumics. .. Vicabenb suiib Ha MUT 3a0bL1ach, yieTe-
7a B Meutax. M ee ckortui Oesblil KOPIyH.

He cpasy. IOxaHka eme jenesna MedTsl JO TOTO JIHS, Kak
IIPUILUIA B TTOKOY ITPUHILIA C 3alTMCKOM OT npuHLecchl. K JIsnpu-
HY €€ He IIPOITYyCTHIIN.

— Jlenu Wcabenb, oToaiTe nociaHue MHe, s IepeamMm KpOoH-
IIPUHLLY, — CKa3aJl BeMpHUaH Parap, npoTaHyB pyKy Tak, 4To Iepe-
TOPOJMJI BXOJL B allapTaMeHThI pUHLA. V1 CJIOBHO OXer B3IAA0M
YTOJIbHBIX 71a3. — Y mpumute Moii coseT, eau. He npubnmxkaii-
TEeCh K €r0 BBICOUECTBY JIa)Ke B MBIC/ISIX. 3a0y/IbTe Balllk YeCTO-
moOuBbIe TUIaHkl. Bamm u Bamrero cemericta. M Bammx mokpo-
BuTesiel. PekoMeH1y1o0 BaM cTaTh BEPHOU ONIOPOY rapapyHTCKO-
My TPOHY, HO He mocsirath Ha Hero. Toraa y Bac Oynet Onectsi-
iee Oymyiee.

— 51 He mocsira, — mposneneTata mooneTHeBIIast AEBYIIKA.

— 4 pan, 4TO BBl MEHS MOHSUIN.

Heckonbko peruivk, nepeyepkHyBIIMX ee Oymyiee. . .

Teneps JIsiipuH yxe cran koponeM ['apnapynra. Bpsg nu co-
BETHUKH OYIyT TSIHYTh C KOPOHAIMEH.



Bor rae et Hago OviTh. Ho. ..

Ho oxanka ObU1a yMHA, U pacTpaynBaTh JyIIeBHbIE CUJIbI HA
coxajneHusi He codupainach. OHa ymesla YUTaTh PUCYHOK [IIOH
CyabOBI, HEMPEPbIBHO MEHSIOIIUICS TOfI BETpaMU MepeMeH U
KpbUbsiMu [lecuanoro [IpakoHa, HOKpOBUTEJIS IECUAHBIX MAroB.

Eu HyXeH Apyroy 1uiaH.

U BoOT yXe eBATh THEH 10kaHKa ero ooaymbiBaia. OH cocTo-
ST BCETO JIMIIb U3 TPEX MYHKTOB.

[MepBoe — He pomycTuth cBaaLOB UMMeparopa CeBepa u To-
SIBJICHUS1 OTHEHHOT'O HACJIEIHUKA.

Btopoe — youTb Aapa Wi OTCTPaHUTb €ro OT BJIACTH.

TpeTbe — BBIMTH 3aMyX 3a KpoHIpuHUA MruHupa u B utore
CTaTh UMIIEPATPUIICH.

DTO MOXKET OKa3aTbCA KyJa JIydlle KaJKOW rapAapyHTCKOU
KOPOHBI, NOTycKHeBlIed B TeHH benbix rop. oprpl HHMKOraa
HE JONYCTAT CAMOCTOSITEIbHOTO MpaBjieHus JIsriprHa, CIMIKom
OOJIBIIYIO BJIACTh OHM HAJl HUM UMEIOT. A yX €ro CMyriylo Ko-
poJieBy OHH TeM OoJiee OTTECHST, ¥ TUIaH TIOKPOBHTENIEH 10 BO3-
BPAlIEHUIO OKKYIIMPOBAHHBIX CEBEPHBIX TEPPUTOPUIL, Paau KO-
TOPOro OHU U TIOAHSUIM U3 HUILETH ceMblo Mcabesb, Hamo npu-
3HaTh HepeaibHbIM. IOkaHka Bruaena Tapps v npeKpacHO NOHU-
MaeT, 4To IayHbl — OonbIime Meutatenu. Kak u ee orerl. A 3Ha-
YUT, €e JIMYHbIE TUIAaHbI HAaI0 MEHSTb, €l HeYero JIOBUTh B TEHU
PaBHUHHOTO TPOHA.

Bce, uTo HM Aenaercsi, MOXKHO MTOBEpHYTh ceOe Bo Oj1aro. Bor
u ee nmyremecTsre Ha CeBep CTaHET JOPOror K 3aBETHOU KOPO-



He. U naxe ee 10:)kHast KpOBb — HE MPEMSATCTBHE, ObLIA Y MMITEpa-
Topa Andpa U MayHKH B octenu. A npuHn Uruaup tem Gonee
HE CTaHET HOC BOPOTUTb, C Er0-TO JAUIJIOMATUYECKHAM OITBITOM.
OH Kak pa3 OLEHUT POAOCIOBHYIO MU MarM4eCKUe TAJIAHThI CBOEN
Oy/1yIei KeHbl.

[Mpuvmuputs CeBep c¢ Orom, co3mare HEOBIBaIBI Marmye-
CKHU COI03, CXKATh KJIEIIY U pa3JaBUTh beltble ropbl — 3T0 HEOKHU-
JAHHBIM U TEHUAJIbHBIMA 11ar, KOTOPOTO HUKTO W3 BParoB Jake
MOMBICJIUTH HE MOT !

Orer1 b1 0OMOOPHIT TAKOM 3aMevaTesbHbIN TU1aH, — YABIOHYIach
Wcabernsp, 1117151 Ha TOHKUE TPOoMITb PUHIIECCH. BOT TONBKO B
ee 3aMbIciIax He OblJIo MecTa umnepampuue Buonerre.

Ho noka nous PoGepra neiicTByeT Tak, Kak HY)KHO I0)KaHKe,
Hcabennb Oyzet eii momMorars.

* sk ok

3a yac 10 3aBTpaka B IIOKOM MPUHLECCH MOCTyYaslach CIIy-
kaHka. Tak ObUIO MPHUHATO B MMIIEPATOPCKOM JBOPLE: CIYTH
OyIvIIM TOCMON, YMCTHIIN HOUHbIE TOPIIKYA U MEHSUTN KapOBHHU.
JInip K UMIIEpaTopy HUKTO HE CMEJN CYHYThCS, MOKa AJSp He
BbI30BET caM. OcTasibHble MOAUUHATINCH TPAJULINAN.

Munanmuii jopa SlppeH, B 3TOT 4ac OXPaHSIBIIMI TOCTEBOU
9TaX, BIYCTUJ CIy’KaHKY Y, B3IJISIHYB Ha Buonerty, nepeOpas-
HIyIOCS B TOCTUHYIO, HEOIOOPUTEILHO MOKavasl TOJIOBOK:

— Bbl onaTh He cnianu, Bailie BICOYECTBO?

Ona oTmMaxHyJ1aCh:

— Tlosepwre, pbepp Wpaapy, B Takylo JJIMHHYIO HOYb, KaK



3nech Ha CeBepe, 5 ellle yCIelo BhICaThCsl.

IOHoO1Ia XMYpO MpeIoKU:

— Brl no3BoymTe noMmoun? S He 1eMTeNb, HO MOCIEICTBUASA
06ecCOHHON HOYM cyMelo CHATh. Hu K 4eMy J1eMOHCTpUpOBaTh
BCEMY JBOpY Ballly ca0ocTb. Bam ke He HyXKHBI HACMEIIIKH 32
criHon?

— Hacmenku?

— Pazymeercs. Bece XMIIHUKY BOCIPUHUMAIOT KPACHBIN LIBET
KaK CUTHAJI K arpeccuu. A Ballli KpacHbIe I71a3a U HOC. . .

— INonsna. S mpumy Barry nomortb, gprepp.

— Ona OyzieT 1oporo CTouTh. 3a MPEeKPacHbId BHEITHUUN BUL
Ha OJJHO YTPO MpUIETCs OTAaTh noavaca xku3Hu. He Oymayeit, a
yke MpoxkUTOH. [lyxu Bo3bMyT y Bac BOCIOMUHAHUs 0 Hel. Ho
BBl CAMHU MOXETe BHIOpaTh, YTO OTAaTh. COrJIaCHBI?

Buonerra HU Ha MUT He 3a/lyMaach:

— Koneuno! Bel enie cripaiimBaete! 910 ke JieueHre He TOJb-
KO TeJia, HO ¥ Ay1u!

— OcropoxHee, npuHiecca. Kaxaoe BOCIOMUHAHUE — 3TO
KUPIIUYMK, U3 KOTOPOTO CKJIAJBIBAETCS 3[AaHKE Ballled JIMYHO-
ctu. Bbl MOxeTe okepTBOBaTh 3aBUTKOM OT/EJIKU, HO HE (PyH-
nameHToM. Ul naxke y30p, KOTOpPBIA BBl COTpeTe, OOEHUT Bac.

— 41 ¢ pagocThiO OTIaM HEKOTOPbIE BOCIIOMUHAHUS, OHU MHE
HE HYXKHbI, — PEIIUTENBHO 3asiBUIa JleTTa.

— Toraa npukaxure BamuM (ppelsiMHAM OCTaBUTh HAc Ha
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT.

UYepe3s yeTBepTh Yaca MPUHIIECCA BBIMISAEIIA KaK CBEKANIIINM,



TOJIBKO YTO PACHyCTHUBIIUH JieniecTku OyToH. Hu ciena HOUHBIX
NIepeKMBAHNI B SICHBIX KaK COJTHEYHBIN JIeHb TOTYOBIX Ila3ax U
Ha YMCTOM JIMYMKE CO 3JJOPOBBIM HEKHBIM PYMSHIIEM.

— Y10 370 3a uynecHas Marusi, ppepp? — NOMOOONBITCTBOBA-
JIa IpUHIiecca, Jooysch coOou B 3epkaie. — Eciiu o Hell y3HaioT
rapiapyHTCKUe JaMbl, BaM MPoxoza He OyaeT.

— JJambl He y3HaIO0T, Muied. Mbl He OyieM HUKOMY rOBOPHUTb,
HE TaK JiM? — yCMeXHyJICsl IoNyKpoBKa. — K ToMy *ke, 310 Marus
pusHa, a bestbie ropbl He BCEM rOTOBBI MPOTSHYTh PYKY MOMOIIIH.

— 3a mary, — HalOMHWJIa IPUHIIECCA, BEPHYB YCMEILKY.

— [lnary B3suM 1yXu, HE 1.

k %k %k

B tpane3nyo Buosnerra siBuiach BOBpeMs, U €€ MopaaoBaia
J0cajia Ha JIMIEe UMIIepaTopa, KOTOPOro sIBHO MOKOPOOHJI TMOJI-
YEpKHYTO CBEXMUM, BHICTIABIIMICS U BECEJIbI BUJL €r0 HEBECTHI.
CaMm OH BBIIJISAZIEN CJIETKA IOMSATBIM U YEM-TO CUJIBHO HEJJOBOJIb-
HBIM.

A ero HOBasi HAJIOKHULIA, JTeAn Mapliena, K 3aBTpaKy He sIBU-
Jack, 1 JleTTa He cTana cripalBarh O €€ CaMO4yBCTBUM.

— Buky, BBl XOpOLIO IPOBENIM 3Ty HOYb, MOSI MPEKpacHast
HeBecTa? — Mmpoueana AJISp CKBO3b 3yOHI.

— Jla, BOCXMTUTEJIBHO, OJ1arofapio.

— 3a yto?

— 3a Ballle BHUMaHUeE.

Oma xoTena 100aBUTh «He KO MHE», HO HE Pellniach eP3UTh
CTOJIb OTKPOBEHHO.



Ycneercs.

Himmieparop BSIJI0 KOBBIPHYJT BUJIKOU B TapeJke Kakou-To Oe-
JIBIM CTYCTOK, MOXOKMIM Ha oATasieiiee xene. [lepen Buonerrou
CTOSUIM TapeJKU ¢ MHOHU MuIlel, Oosiee MPUBBIYHON JIOISIM, U
IpUHIlecca MPUHYyIIIa ceOsl CheCTh KYCOUEK OMJIETa, XOTs arle-
THTa HE OBLIO.

Ona gaBwiach, HO ena. [loHumasna, 4yTo cui OoJbIIe B3SITH
HEOTKY/a. ITO HE OTIIOBCKMI 3aMOK, IJIe OHA MOIJIa BTUXaps Ha-
BE/IaThCs HAa KYXHIO, IJie CepaoOOIbHBIN TJIABHBIN ITOBAp BCEra
JieprKaJt IO/l PyKOU J1si KOPOJIst KOP3UHKY C Oy ThUTBIO BUHA U CBE-
el 3aKyCKOH, a JIJIsl MJIAAIIUX MPUHIECC — (DPYKTHI U TTUPOK-
KM C BUIIIHEN Wi ss0nokamu. 3pech Jlerte npuuercs JOBOJb-
CTBOBAThCS TEM, YTO OHA CYMEET MPOIJIOTUTD O] TPULIETbHBIMU
B3MJISIIAaMU UMIIEPATOPA U €ro CHEKHO-JIEJISTHOUM CBUTHI.

Ho criokoiHO no3aBTpakaTh €il He Jajiu.

— YV MeHs ecTh IS Bac MOJAPOK B YECTh HAIlIEW [MOMOJIBKH,
Joporasi HeBecta. — MiMreparop 1IeNKHYJ NajibliaMu, U K HEMY
TOPOIUIMBO TIOAOIIEN CIyra ¢ 0apXaTHOW MOAYIIEYKON B pyKax.
Ha Takux 0ObIYHO MOTHOCST rOCyJapsiM KOPOHBI, & IPUHIIECCaM
— auageMsl U aparorieHHocTd. Ho Ha cuHem Oapxarte Jiexkalio
JJAMCKOE 3€pKaJlblie B POCKOIIHOM pame, YChIIIAHHOW aJIMa3HOU
KPOIIIKOH ¥ TIepeJMBaloIeiics: B cBeTe BOMMEeOHbIX orueit. C 00-
paTHOW CTOPOHBI K paMe Kpenuiach OTKUIHAS Oropa.

MMniepaTop nocTaBrJjI 3epKajio psAAoM C TApeIKOM TPUHIIECCHI
TaK, YTOObI OHA BUJIEJIA B HEM ero oTpaxkeHue. JleTte mokasanoch,
YTO €ro I71a3a CBeTATCS NmpeABKyieHreM. Kakyio makocTb oH e



MIPUTOTOBUIT?

Jlerra mMXopagoyHO BCIIOMMHAA MTPABUJIA CIOKHOTO CEBEp-
HOro stuketa. JlomkHa M OHa ceiluac OTIapuThCs Ha Ilazax y
npuaBopHbIX? U yem xe? OTLOBCKasi COKPOBUIIHULIA JAJIEKO,
Jla ¥ OHa COBCEM ITyCTa. A B €€ CyHJyKax C IPUAAHbIM XPAaHUTCS
TOJIBKO CBaeOHBIN MOAPOK. Pa3Be 4To Mcnonbp30BaTh YTO-TO U3
JapoB IJIsl IPUHLEB WUJIH. .. Yellsau?

— 9T0 0COOEHHOE 3epKaslo, MOsI JIeIx, — IIETTHYJI BEHIIEHOC-
HBII JKEHUX, CKJIOHMBUINUCH K JieBylke. — He Tonbko s toro,
9TOOBI OTPAXAaTh BAITy HECPABHEHHYIO KPACOTY. DTO peAKUil Ma-
r'MYecKuid apTedakT, mpeAHa3HauYeHHbId 411 00yueHus. OH OT-
pakaeT KapTUHBbI, 3areYaT/IeHHble Ha OCOOBIX JIEJISTHBIX KPUCTA-
nax. BoT Ha Takux, 3TO TOXe MO BaM MOJAPOK, YUeOHbIH, — AJ-
3P BHITAILWJI U3 KAPMaHa LIECTUT PAHHBII KPUCTAJL, TOXOKUI HA
TOPHBII XpyCTallb C MOJMU3MHIIA BeJIMYrHOU. — Hazetoch, Bbl He
3a0bLTN O Halem jgorosope? HarmomuHalo, 10 1Hs Haiiero 6pa-
KOCOUYETaHUSI Bbl 00sI3aHbI 00yUYaThCsl BCEMY, UTO 51 COUTY HEO0O-
XOAMMBIM JIJIs1 MOe#t Oyayieii cynpyru. 1 ceromHs y Hac mepBbIit
YPOK.

He 3a6bina. CioBa umneparopa oTIeyaTaiuch B ee maMsTy,
CJIOBHO ObLTY HAHECEHBI OCTPBIM O€3KaTOCTHBIM PE3LIOM IO KaM-
HIO: «Y Hac macca BapuaHTOB. [IoMoONBKa ¥ O4HOE OOydeHue.
[TomonBKka u 3a04HOE 0OydeHue yepe3 nocpennuiry. OdyuyeHue
6e3 MOMOJIBKM 1 Opaka U CTaTyC HaJOXHUIIbI WM, €CJIM Balllu
TAJIAHTbl MEHS1 BOEYaT/IAT, paBOpUTKU. Y HaKoHel, MOJHOLEeH-
HBII Opak 6e3 mocpeanutipl. Hukora emre st He ObUT CTOJTH TIeAp



Ha TIpe/IJIoKeHUsl. Y Bac MoJHast CBOOOIA BHIOOPA, MOsI Ioporas,
Y HUKAKOro npuHyxaeHuA. Kak n y Bammx ppennnn».

— IIpsiMo ceityac? — IporHyI ee royioc.

— $1 e Mokaxy, Kak UM MoJib30BaThes. bepere kpucramn
U BCTaBJIsieTe B LIEHTP IIBETKA B OCHOBAHMHU paMKHU. Bot cio-
Jia, — UMIIEPATOP KOCHYJICS TUIOCKOM CTOPOHOM KpHCTaJlIa Ile-
CTUI'PAHHOW BBIEMKM BHU3Y 3€pKaJa.

Ha pame TyT e BCIIBIXHYJl Pa3HOLBETHBIMU MCKPAMHU IpPU-
YyJIUBbIN y30p. AJI9p HAKATUEM MAJIbIIA YTOMMIT KPUCTAILI B BbI-
emMke A0 1enuka. VICKpel mpuliuid B ABUKEHME, TIEPEeTeKIn Ha
cepeOpHCTYIO0 TIOBEPXHOCTh 3epKajia U CJIOKWINCh B KAPTUHY.

[IpuHuecca 3ameTnia, Kak MPUABOPHbBIE BHITATMBAIOT ILIEH,
MBITASICh PACCMOTPETH, YTO TPOMCXOUT BO IJIaBE CTOJIA, & CIIYTH,
CTOSIBIIME 32 KPECJIOM MMIIEpaTopa, Ha00OPOT, OTBEPHYJIUCH U
OITYCTHJIY TOJIOBHI.

Buoserte Toxe XOTeI0Ch OTBEPHYTHCS, 3aKPITh I71a3a, UCUE3-
HYTb. .. IOTOMY UYTO B 3€pKaJjie OTpaxKajlaCh HE POCTO KAPTUHKA,
a aeukywasaca. Jlenm Mapuena, BelisgaeBIIas HE Kak Jieay, a
KaK TbsHas Kalarkasl IeBKa, MoJIyrosas, ¢ pacimylieHHO! IIHY-
POBKOM Jiha ¥ pa3IoOXMaTUBIIIEHCS TPUYECKOM, KaIHO 11eI0Ba-
Jla UMIIepaTopa, a OH CHUCXOIUTENbHO, CO CKyvalolled MUHOU
HaJIMEHHOT'0 JIMIa, IPUHUMAJI €€ MOLEITYH.

Ho Jlerta He nomeBemmiack. KpoBb OTXJIbIHY/IA OT ee Julia,
JbIXaHue COMJIOCh, CIIOBHO €€ yIapWJiIM, MaJIblibl 3apOKalli, U
OHA OUYEeHb aKKYPATHO, YTOOBI HE BBIPOHUTH, TIOJIOXKUJIA BIJIKY Ha
Kpay TapeJIkH.



Nmnepatop ycMexascsi, BHUMATeIbHO pasrJisiblBasi HEBECTY.
W numib yepe3 MUHYTY ee MOo30pa OH HaKasl Ha TOPYaBIIUNA U3
BBIEMKH paMbl OCTPbII KOHUMK KPUCTAILIA, U TOT BHICKOUMIT Ha-
MOJIOBUHY JUTMHBI U3 Na3a. VICKpbI Moraciu, 3epkajo CHOBA Bbl-
IJI514e710 OOBIYHBIM 3€PKaJIOM.

— DTO Balll CErOAHANIHUM YPOK, 10porasi HeBecra, — AJI3p BbI-
HYJI KpucTasul v ipoTsaHyn ero Jlerre. OHa cujiena Kak cTarysl.
Torpa oHa cam B3I €€ BSUUTYIO PYKY, BJIOKHWJ B JIaIOHb OMEP3U-
TEJILHBIN Jap, CKajl €€ MaJIblibl U, CKJIOHUBIIUCH TTOYTH K CaMO-
My JIMILy JIEBYIIKHU, cka3and: — K MoeMy BU3UTY BaM HAIJIEKUT
MIPOCMOTPETH €r0 MOJTHOCTHIO. S1 crpoly ¢ Bac, HACKOJIBKO YCBO-
eH ypok. 1 eciiu MHe MOKaKeTcsl, UTO Bbl YTO-TO MPOITYCTUIIH, 5T
MPOAEMOHCTPHUPYIO €ro yxke Ha Bac. Bctperumcs uepes nBa vaca.

OH OTCTpaHWJICA U CHIEAJT 3HAK CIIyTe.

— OTHecuTe 3epUajjo B MOKOM MOEU HEBECTHI.

Bropoii cityra, 6epeskHo 1 ¢ TOKJIOHOM 3a0paJl 3epKaJio U ylo-
KW Ha noAyIedky. O0a HarpaBUJIMCh K BRICOKMM JIBYCTBOpYA-
THIM JIBEPSIM TPAre3HOl, KaK BIPYT T€ PacHaxHYyJIUCh, U B TIO-
MellleHUe TJIOTHBIM KOMOM BJIETE]I CHEKHBIN BUXPb, 32 HUM BO-
pBajach BOMSIIAS YTO-TO HEBPA3yMUTEbHOE Ha SI3bIKE JIACXOB
MaJsieHbKas npuHiiecca OcusiHa, 3a HEM — ee TyBepHaHTKa, a Io-
clieHel BOeskasia 3ambIXaBInasics CyXKaHKa ¢ 0OOpBaHHBIM I10-
BOJIKOM B pyKax.

Buxpb 0BKO yBOpauuBaicsi or OCHUsiHBI U IIapaxajics OT I'y-
BEPHAHTKHU.

— Ilepxwu ee, nepxu! — HaKoOHeI, pazooOpana Jlerra.



— Croiite, mpuHIIECCca, OCTAHOBUTECH! — pblJjasia 'YBEPHAHTKA,
3aJIaMbIBasi pyKH.

Buxpb, o4t MOMMaHHBIM 32 KOHYMK CHEKHOTO XBOCTa, OT-
NPbITHYJI, YIIMBITHYJI 32 CJIYTY C TIOAYIIEYKOM, TOT CIIOTKHYJICS,
JParolieHHOE 3ePKajio COCKOJB3HYJIO U C Ipe0e3roM MIMSIKHY-
JIOCh O KAMEHHBIM TTOJI.

U Bce 3amepiu.

W3ymieHHbII BUXPb OTBJIEKCS HA OJIECHYBIIMIA aJiMa3aMu ap-
TepakT. OCTAaHOBWIICS M OCTOPOKHO ero ooOHioxasn. Temeps, B
MAJIOTIOZIBMKHOM COCTOSIHUM JIOXMAaToe CHEXXKHOe HeuTo obpe-
JIO OYEPTaHU I MAJIEHBKOT'O YIIUTAHHOTO IPAKOHYMKA C MOTYIPO-
3pavyHbIMU KPBUIbIIIKAMU U XPYCTAIBHBIM I'peOHEM Ha CITUHKE.

— Bor Buamiib, 4TO THI HATBOPWIIA, 3UITH! — YKOpHUIIA ITPUH-
1iecca M HeMeJIJIeHHO BIenuiach B rpederb. Ho TyT ryBepHaHT-
Ka yXBaTWJa caMy IPHUHIIECCY, a BUXPUK MUCKHYJI, pBaHYJICs, U
OcusiHa He yznepxaia.

CHexXHbIl JPaKOHYUK, B KOTOpoM JleTTa ¢ TpyJoM Omno3Hajia
MOJAPEHHYIO €M KPOLIKY 91X0, TEM BPEMEHEM YCIIEJ OIJISIEThCS,
y3peJl XO35IMKY U C BOCTOP)KEHHBIM ITMCKOM PUHYJICSI K HEM.

— 3urry, Henb3s! — 3aBonuiia MajieHbKasi IPUHLIECCA, BbIPHI-
BasICh U3 PYK I'YBEPHAHTKH.

[To30HO. DUX0, OCTAHOBUTH KOTOPOTO HE OCMEJIWJICST HUKTO,
Jla’ke OHEMEBIIIUI TPY BUjie pa3doutoro apredhakta UMIeparop,
y’e MPBITHYJT Ha KOJIeH! K Bronerte 1 cMauyHO 00/1M3al1 el JIUIIO.

[lomnpITaBIIKUCh 3aCTOHUTBCS, UMIIEPATOPCKAsk HEBECTa BCKU-
HYyJIa pYKH, 320bIB O KpHCTaJUIe. XPyCTaslb OJIECHYI B BO3yXe U



ObLT HA JIETY MPOTJIOUEH MPOKOPIUBBIM JIETEHBIIIIEM.

AP TONBKO 3y0amMu CKPUIHYI OT TOCATBI.

— Ilpocrtute, Ballla MHOTOJIUKOCTb. .. fI... HEYAsIHHO... MPO-
CTUTEe, — CIIOXBaTWJIach rapiapyHTcKas mpuHiecca. — MHe Tak
Kauib!

Ona ¢ TpyIoM czepXkajia JUKOBAaHUE U 3apblUlach B MATKYIO
MYHIIKMCTYIO IIEPCTh YYIOBUIIHO MOAPOCIIEN 3UTTH. DUXO ONATh
ee Bbipyuria. U tTak BoBpems! Kak oHa TyT oka3zasiach?

— OOBSICHUCH, 10Yb, — MTOTPEOOBATT UMIIEPATOP CKBO3b 3YOHI.
CKyJTbl CBEJIO OT THEBA. Y €ro HOT SIPUJIMCh OeJible CMepuH, pa-
3eBaJIM TaCTH, KaK KIIyOOK pa3bspeHHbIX 3Meit. [Tapouka Takux
3Mel nmoBepHyJia K JleTTe rojoBbl CO CBEPKAOIIUMU KIIBIKAMU U
SIBCTBEHHO IIIUTIETIA.

DIiX0 KpyTaHyJach Ha KOJEHSX MPHUHLECCH W PbIKHYJIA HA
HUX. 3MeH, NI, OMYCTUIUCh U OOJIbIIE HE JIe3JTH.

—ITanouka, npoctu! — OcusiHa NOTyNUIa rojoBy. — 51 mpuiia
MOKOPMUTb 3UITU. Thl € 3Haelllb, y €€ HOBOW BOCIIUTATEIbHU-
I[bl HET Maruu, BOT 5 U MogyMaia. .. Tenepb-To MHE yke MOXHO
KOPMUTb 3UITH, MIOCTIE €€ MPUBSI3KU, HE TOJIOfIaTh Ke €. ..

— OcusiHa! — uMniepaTop NONbITAJICS MPEPBaTh CIIOBECHBIM IM0-
TOK.

— A OHa BIpPYT KakK BbIPBAJIACh! — 3aTOpONMJIach MpUHIECCA. —
[ToBOOOK OTKyCHJIa U BBIPBAJIACH! DTO K€ MXO0, OHA K€ MaJICHb-
Kas, 5 3a Hee ucryraiack! A uto TyT npousonuio? OHa ke K X0-
3qiKe nmooexaiia, Tak Bean? Pranke Obu10 rioxo? MHadve ¢ yero
OBl 91X0 3aBOJTHOBAJIACH?



— Kakoii emie puanke? — OypkHya Anap.

— Buonerra Ha A3bIKE JIIOAEN CPEIUHHOM PAaBHUHBI — 9TO K€
(puanka, ¢puoneroBwlil 11BETOK ! — 1eBOUKa Opocuia Ha Jlerty Jty-
KaBblil B3MVIS/] U OIYCTWJIA PECHULIBI. A MOPO3HBIM Y30p Ha €e
PO30BOM 11IEYKE BAPYT 3aMepliall, KaK Marunyeckoe 3epKajo, 1
TUIABHO TIEpeTeK B M300pakeHHe IIBETKA, O KOTOPOM IIUIA PEYb.

— OcusHa! — cHOBa phIKHYN umneparop. Ho B3s cedst B py-
ku. — Ctymnai k cebe.

— A 3urru?

Ycenbimas cBoe MMsl, 9MX0 3a0€CTIOKOMIIACH, 3aCKYJIIIIA, TTPH-
’KaBIIUCh K rpyau JIeTTsl.

— MokHO 311X0 ocTaHeTcsl y MeHs? — cipocuJia IpUHIiecca. —
Pa3 yx mHe ee nopapwin?

— DIXo He JapsT, — Adp OPOCHIT Ha HEBECTY 37I0H B3IJISII. —
ITO He BElM U He )KUBOTHBIE, YTOOBI X JAPHUTh. DTO YIEpPOHbIC
netu. Ho pa3 yx npousoluia Marnyeckasi IpyMBs3Ka K Bam, TO
Bbl MOXeETe B35ITh Ha ceOsl OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a JeTeHblma. Ee
HSHBKA [TOMOXET BaM C YXOJOM.

— Cnacu6o! — ¢ MCKpeHHel pajiocThio nodmarogapuia Jler-
Ta. — A 3urru He OyeT MJIOXO OT TOTrO, YTO OHA CheJia Balll KPH-
crayn?

[IpekpacHoe Mo AJdpa Ha MU IEPEKOCUIIOCH, HO TYT K€
pa3mIaguiioch, a B IN1a3aX CHOBA 3aCBETUJICS] OTOHEK IPE/IBKYIIIe-
HUS.

— Huyero He Oyaer. DTo He TPUPOAHBIN KPUCTAILI, @ Marude-
ckmit. Yepes /1Ba yaca OyapTe TOTOBBI K MOEMY BU3UTY, AOpOTast



HeBecTa. MbI Bce-Taku IPOBENIEM YPOK.



I'naBa 2. Ypok st Puajiku

O0patHo JlerTy conpoBoxkganu 1Be (PpeisInHbI, TeJOXPaHH-
Tesab Kangap u cimykaHka ¢ 91X0 Ha OBOJIKE U KOP3UHKOM C Be-
mamu. [ToBooK ObUT YK€ HOBBIiA, €r0 IOCTaBWIIM K KOHILY 3aB-
Tpaka, U JPAKOHYMK CMUPEHHO IO3BOJIAJ MPUCTETHYTh €r0 K
OLLEMHUKY U3 TUCHEHOM KOXKHU.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — nounrepecoBaiach Jlerra y ciyxaHku.

Hsnpka ObUta KPYMHOM M KPENKOHW KEHIIWHON ¢ TpyOBIMH
yepTaMu KBaJIpaTHOTO JIMIA, HO YIMBUTEIbHO JOOPHIMU KapUMU
mazamMu. Pyku y Hee OblIM CUJIbHBIE, CJIOBHO y Ooiina. MHele,
HABEPHOE, U HE CHPABATCS C TAKUMHU JETOYKAMM, KaK CHEKHbIE
JPAaKOHYHKH.

— Mapa moe umsl, — rojioc y KEHIUHbI OKa3aJICs TPOMKHUIA 1
T'YJIKHN, Kak Tpyoa.

— Ckaxu, Mapa, eciu 91X0 — He KUBOTHBIE, TO MIOYEMY UX
JepXaT B3allepTH U Ha MOBOJKE?

— Taxk Benp... yOeryT xe 1 moMpyT OT Trojiofa. YMa-To y HUX
C TOPOLINHY, a JIOOOIBITCTBA C JIEASHYIO TOpY.

— Pacckaxu o cebe, Mapa. Kak momyuunoch, 4to 4eJIoBex. . .
THI BEJIb Y€JIOBEK, He Mar? — JleTTa Joxaalach KMBKA KEHIIVHBI
U npopoibkmuiIa. — Kak Mmosrydmsinock, 4to Thl CTajla HAHBKOW Ma-
TMYECKOrO CyIecTa?

Mapa okazasiack pogom u3 BoctouHoro nmporekropara, U3 ce-
JIeHW 1 Ha TPaHMIIE C APUHTCKUMU BiIaieHusIMU. B Heli Oblia ochb-



MYIIIKa ApUHTCKON KPOBH, HO He ObUIO Maruu. A 3Xo japa Kpac-
HBIX MaroB MPOsIBUJIOCH B TOM, YTO Mapa Jierko rnoHuMarsa pas-
HBIX JKUBOTHBIX, M T€ 32 HEW XOIWJIM XBOCTUKOM. M3BeCTHO *xe,
YTO apUHTHI U CAMU 3BEPH, U 3BEPUHBIN S3bIK IOHUMAIOT. Mapa
HE IMOHUMaJIa, HO JIIoOWIa BOBUTCA C JII0OOH )KMBOTHHKOM. A T10-
TOM B CeJIe 3aMETUJIM, KaK K HEW TSHYTCSI HECYACTHBIE MXO.

O TasianTe JOEBYIIKM JOHECHM NpuHIy [aspy, coBceM elne
IOHOMY JIOpIy-TTpoTeKTOpY BocTouHOro nporekropara, u TOT 3a-
Opas Kk cebe BO JBOpeEIl MOJIE3HYIO YeJIoBeuKy. Yepes MmATh JieT
OHa, Oyay4d HSHBKOUW €3JI0BBIX 3WXO MPUHIIA, TPUObLIA B CBH-
T€ B UMIIEpaTOpcKuil 1Bopell. la 3aech 1 ocranack, HOTOMY 4TO
MasieHbKasi ipuHiiecca OcusiHa, TI0OUBIIAs HECMBIITUIEHBIX CH-
POT 31X0 Ky/a OoJbIlle, YeM POJHBIX IO OTILy OpaTheB U CECTpY,
BlLIENIach B Mapy, Kak B pOJHYIO MaTh, U HE MIO3BOJIAJIA YeXaTb,
YCTPOWJIA TAKYI0 UCTEPUKY, UYTO UMIIEPATOP APOTHYII, a [lasp BhI-
HYXJeH Obl1 nmoBuHOBaThcs. C Tex mop crapiuil Opart 3aTaui
3710CTh Ha Mutanyio cectpy. He mo6un [lasp, koraa y Hero 4ro-
TO WJIU KOTO-TO OTOUpAITH.

3a HeMPUXOTIMBBIM PACCKa30M IPOIIeCCHs 100paiach A0 ro-
creBoro Kpbuia. [1pu Bune AppeHa 31xo 3acKyauia, CIOBHO CO-
0aka, pBaHyJIa BIiepe/1 U MPOTAIHIa Ha MOBOIKE HECKOJIBKO MET-
POB KPETIKYIO C BUly HSIHBbKY. BOT 31O cuina, — yxacHynach Jlet-
Ta. Yto ke Oyner, Koraa 91xo BeIpacTeT?

— Ilpuser, 3urru, — SIppeH npucesn Ha KOPTOUYKU U MPOTSAHYJ
9MXO PAaCKPHITYIO J1aJIoHb. — Kak ThI mogpocia, Kpacapuiia!

— Ypppm! — 3aypuasia MJIBIIIKA, JIACKASICh K €T0 PyKE Kak IIe-



HOK.

Jletrta nonaBmia peBHUBYIO MBICIIb, UTO SIppPEeH KaK-TO CIIMIII-
KOM JIeTKO M OBICTPO 3aBOeBaN cepiile ee JpakoHo4YkHu. Korna
yenen?

— 3urru Tenepb OyAeT KUTh 3[1eCh, — COOOIINIIA TEIOXPAHH-
Temo neau Mcabens. — U ee HsaabKa Mapa Oyaer 3a Hell yxaxu-
BaTh. Hy)XHO TIOIrOTOBUTH KOMHATY JIJIsI HUX.

— Diixo OyaeT cnaTh B MO KOMHaTe, — BHE3AITHO pelia
Jlerra.

— T'ocnioka, a kak xe g? I xe momxHa ObITh TOOIM30CTH! —
pactepsiiach Mapa.

— A 1H — B KOMHaTe ¢peitiuH. Tam Kak pa3 0cBOOOIUIACH
KOMKa.

— Muneau, kak MoxHO? — yxkacHynach Mcabersp.

Ho Jletty 6bU10 He nepeyoeuTh.

KoneuHo, ¢ Takoii coceikoi OynieT MeHbliie CBOOOIbI, TPUIET-
csl CIeUTD 32 s13bIKoM. HaBepHsiKa ciy)kaHKe MPUKaKYT IIIMHIO-
HUTB 32 ITpUHIeccou U ee cBUTOM. Ho 3ato Tak 6e3onacHee. Bpsin
JIM IMIIEPATOP 3aSBUTCS HOUBIO U Oy/IET yCTpauBaTh MPOBEPKU
npy TakoM peOeHKe Kak 3iixo. Jlerta 3ameTuiia, 4yTo ceBepsiHe
OTHOCSITCSI K HUIM OUY€Hb TPETETHO.

N Ha ypok Jlerra ee Bo3pMeT. Benp Ha0 ke el MpUBBIKATh K
HEOOBIYHOU BOCITUTAHHUIIE.

— Ee BbicouecTBO MpaBa, Tak AEUCTBUTETBHO OydeT Jydllle.
DIiX0 — JIydIIre CTOPOXa, OHU UYIOT JIIOYI0 Maruio HE3aBUCUMO
OT ee 1IBeTa, — SIppeH Tak CBepKHYI I1a3aMU Ha BO3MYIIIEHHYIO



Hcabenb, 4To Ta cpasdy 3amoirdana.

JlpakoHOYKa, BOCCOEAMHUBINASICS C «MaMOUKOW» OblIa CO-
BepIeHHo cyacTmBa. A Jlerra, yTo Obl TaM HY TOBOPHIIU O Ye-
JIOBEYECKOM CTaTyce APaKOHOB, BOCIIPMHUMAJIA €€ KaK OOJIbIIO-
ro menka. [IpuHIiecca caMmo3abBEeHHO BO3WJIACh C X0, He 00-
SICh TIOPAHUTB PYKHU 00 ocTpsle rpedbHu. U, ynuBuTeabHOe Jeno,
UTOJTbUATHIN TIOKPOB JPAKOHOUYKHU HA OINYIb OKA3JICA MATKUM,
XOTSI ¥ XOJIOMHBIM KaK CHET, a XpyCTaJbHble TPEOHU TOJBKO BbI-
TJISIA€T OCTPBIMU.

HaxkoHe1-1o B MOKOsIX rapAapyHTCKOM MTPUHIIECCH 3Byl UC-
KPEHHUH CMEX.

Ho Obli1 1 HEMpPUSATHBIE TTOCTIEICTBUS TPeObIBAHU ST HECMBIITI-
JICHOU 31XO0: IIyNbIIKa 3UITU BBIIWIA BCIO Maruio, O Kakou
MorJia OTSIHYThCSI — CHSIJIA BCIO 3alIIUTY C KOMHAT, Cliu3ajia 4a-
PHI C pBIChel YOl M 0OpaThIIa B MyCThIe CTEKJISIIKU OXKepesbe
MIPUHIIECCHI, MTOJAPEHHOEe el UMITEPATOPOM M «yCOBEPIIIEHCTBO-
BaHHOE» €ro CbIHOM. Y JIeTThI OcTasiach TOJIBKO OyJIaBKa-amMyJieT,
TalHbIN NOAAPOK KPOHIprHIA VrHKpa, 0 Hee BEYHO rojIoAHas
911X0 ere He 100paiach.

O0ba ropiia, OTBETCTBEHHBIX 3a 0€30MaCHOCTh TPUHIIECCHI, TTO-
TpeOOBaJI BCe-TaK1 OTCEJIMTh MEJIKOe Uy/IOBHIIE, HO JleTTe Obl-
JIO JIO CJIe3 XKaJIKO.

— Ipunymaiite uTo-HUOYb, BHI ke Mark! CKOpO Clofa SIBUTCS
UMIIEpATOpP, HY’)KHO BOCCTAHOBHTD 3AIUTY, OT HETO MOKHO JIIO-
OBbIX CIOPITPU30B OKUIATh! — MPHUHIIECCA KAPU3HO CKPUBHJIA TY-
Obl 1 OOHSIIA IPAKOHOYKY, OKOHYATEIbHO Pa3MSATIIIYIO OT TaKo-



IO KOJIMYECTBA JIIOOBU U JIACKU U TPEBPATHUBIIYIOCS B ITyXOBYIO
MOAYIIKY C KJIbIKAMHU.

Appen, nepernsHyBiMch ¢ Kangapowm, TSKKO B3AOXHYI.

— Kak npukaxere. BooOiiie-1o 3T0 mapaiokc — Marvey 3aru-
TUTh Yaphbl OT TIOKUPATETHHULIBI Maruy.

JlpakoHOUKa, MOYyBCTBOBAB, UTO Peub O HEil, U3Jajia BUHO-
BaThIll XHBIK, BHIBEPHYJIACh U3 PYK MPHUHIIECCH W TOATNON3A K
dAppeny. ToT npuriaann MArKue, Kak 'y MOJIOION €JI0OUKH, OeJTo-
CHE’KHBIE UTOJIKH, TIoUecasl MPOOUBAIOIITUECS JICISTHbIC POXKKH. ..
XMBIKHYJI ¥ PaCIUIBLICS B YJIbIOKE:

— Jlambl, y Bac e eCTb HOKHUIIbI?

UYepe3 nomuaca 3amuTa Oblla BoccTaHoBJeHa. [lomykpoBka
OISITh IPOSIBUAJT HEMIIOKUHHBIN YM U XUTPOCTb, BILIETS] B Marnye-
CKYIO OXPaHHYIO CETb €IIle U 3alUTy OT APAKOHOYKH, U CO3[aHa
OHa Obl1a U3 UTOJILYATON IEPCTU CaMOM MXO.

3urrv 3HaYMTENILbHO TMOXydeja U Tepernyraiach, Korjga ee
CTPUIVIA B BOCEMb PYK, HO JIaMbl XOPOM YBEPSLIM JPAKOHOUKY,
YTO C TAKOW MPUYECKON OHA CTAJIA €Ille CUMITATUYHEE, a IIEPCT-
Ka BbIpacTer elnie ryie u oesnee. [Ipapaa, sfixo mouemy-To craia
TIOXOJUTh Ha Iyzesisi, 0COOEHHO, TIOCIIe TOro, KaK Jiean DOuraii
TOBsI3aj1a el PO30BbI OAHT Ha IIEH0.

Co Bceit 310l Bo3HEN JleTTa 1 ee CBUTA KaK-TO U 3a0bLIM O
TOM, YTO C MUHYTY Ha MUHYTY K HUM SIBUTCSI XO3SIMH JIBOpIIA U
BCEX CEBEPHBIX 3eMeJlb, BOJ U JIbI0B. M pacnaxHyBIilecs B pa3-
rap Becellbsl JBEPH NMPOU3BEJIM Ha HUX BIleUaTeHre BHE3AITHOTO
rpoma.



— Yro TyT npoucxogur?

Wmmeparop oOBes B3MISIIOM Becesible U pa3pyMsIHEHHbIE JIU-
11a TPUHIIECCHI U ee (PPENIMH, OKUBJIEHHbIE (DU3MOHOMUU TEJIO-
XpaHUTeNer, JOBOJIbHYI0O MOPAALIKY 3UITU U KJIOYKU LIEpPCTH,
pa3OpocaHHBIe TI0 KOBpaM, AWBaHaM 1 noaymkaMm. Hsaxapka Ma-
pa, ToJI3aBIIas HA YeTBEPEHbKAX 110 KOBPY U MOIOUpABIIas IMIep-
CTUHKHU B MIEPEIHUK, 3aMepJia 3a JUBAHOM U B I0JIE €T0 3PEHUS
He rnonajia.

— Bailla MHOTOJTMKOCTb. .. — JaMbl IIPUCEJTU B PEBEpaHCe.

Jlerte mpUIIUIOCH U151 ITOTO CHATH C KOJIEH MOPy pa3oMJIEB-
1Iei MXO0.

— Mm1 nenanu npudecky Masneliiike 3urrd. OHa cTpariHo 06-
pocna! — orBeTrIa BroserTa u norpaBuiia OaHT Ha JIpaKOHOUKE.

— 41 pax, 4TO BBI HE CKy4aeTe, MUJIEIN.

Nmniepatop Boles B TOCTUHYIO, a CJIEAOM 3a HUM, HE TIOAHU-
Mas a3, Bouuia Mapueina.

N armocdepa B KOMHaTE MTHOBEHHO CTaJla TAKOW HAIPsKeH-
HOW, 4TO J]a’ke KOPOTKAas MIePCTKA 3UTTH B3ABIOMIACH HA 3aTrPUB-
K€ U 3aMCKPUJIACh.

Jlerra oueHwia HacMeniKy umnepartopa. Mapuesny nocie Ho-
Y C MYKYMHOM OJIeNIM KaK HEeIOPOYHYI0 HEBECTY Ha OpauHylo
niepeMoHMI0. Ha Heli G110 HOBOE POCKOIITHOE TUIAThE, CIITUTOE TI0
MoOJIe CEeBEPSIH — OEJIOCHEKHOE, YKPAIlIEeHHOE CBEPKAIOIIMMU Kak
WHel y30paMu, MPUTAIEHHOE U y3Koe B Oepax, paciuupsioliee-
Cs1 KHU3Y HECIIUTHIMMU JIENIeCTKaMu KoJIoKobuMKa. [lpu npuxe-
HUU JIETIECTKM CJIETKa PacXOAWINCh, OTKPbIBAsi MHOTOCJIOMHBIE



HWKHUE I00KU U3 JIETKOU JICTSIIEH OpraH3bl.

Ho nipu BceM BeMKoJIenny Hapsiia IoHas JIeJu, C €€ KOJIOPUT-
HBIMU MEJTHO-PbIKMMU BOJIOCAMM, SIPKUM PYMSTHIIEM Y BECHYIII-
KaMH, BBITJIsAJE/Ia B HEM KaK BapeHbI pak B KpeMaHKe CO B30U-
THIMU CJIMBKAMM.

— Beiiaute. OcraBbTe HAC C MOEW HEBECTOM, — MPUKa3al UM-
niepaTrop, oOpaTuB TsKeJbI B30p Ha SIppeHa.

Bo3pa3uth emy HUKTO He TIOCMelI, J1a ¥ TToBojia He ObLIO, BCe-
TaKU KEHUX OCTABAJICS HE HAeIMHE C HEBECTOM, a B IPUCYTCTBUU
ee ObiBIIeH (ppeiinabl. Elie He pa3zkanmoBaHHOM, K CJIOBY.

— 3ajepkuTech Ha OJHY MMHYTY, AaMbl M rocroga! — mo-
TpeOoBaJsla MpuHIEcca. BrimpsiMuiiach, B3/IepHY/Ia MOAOOPOIOK
U TocTapajach MPUAaTh B3MISIAY (PUATKOBBIX 13 CTaJIbHYIO
BJIACTHOCTb, KaK yMeJ ee oTell. — B BaieM mpucyTcTBUU, BbICO-
KHe JIe/IA U JIOPJIBI, 51 OOBSIBIISIIO, UTO OTCTPAHSIIO OT JIOJDKHOCTH
(peiiunbl e Mapreny, 104b BUKOHTa JxkeHa [lopad. [Tpu-
YUHY, HaJel0Ch, OOBSCHATH HE HAJIO.

Mapiiena nojHsiIa roJIoBy U YJIBIOHYJIACh, TIPSIMO M OECCTHIJI-
HO TIsiAs mpuHIiecce B miaza. CTob MOpouHylo yabiOKy Jletta
BHUJIeJIa TOJIbKO y CBOMX CTapIIuX cectep, OnymHull Aienb u Ar-
Hecc.

— Ecnu MHe OyrieT mo3BosieHo, 51 Obl XOTeJIa YCIbIIATh TPUIH-
HY, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, — MTPOIIesIa HAJIOKHUIA UMIIEPATOPA.

Jlerta cTrcHyna KyJlaky, HO YCWJTUEM BOJTU 3acTaBuIa ceOsi He
3JIUTHCSI. DTO HUUTOKECTBO HE BHIBE/IET €€ U3 PABHOBECHSI.

— M3BosbTe. Baia HoBast JOIKHOCTD HAJIOKHULBI UMIIEPATO-



pa HecoBMecCTHMa C JOJKHOCTBIO (hpeiyiuHbl. B Moeit cBute Mo-
TYT CIYXUTh TOJBKO LIEJIOMYIPEHHbIE JEBYIIKU C HEMTOPOUYHOM
pernyTaruen.

— Ho 4 elie 1eBCTBEHHMIIA, — HAIJIO YXMBLIbHYJIACh PhIKEBO-
Jocas.

«3aueM s pa3roBapuBal0 C 3TOU OPSHBIO?» — YKOpHIa ceOst
NpUHIIECCa, a ee B3MJIsA]] MIOTEMHEN OT CIEPKMBAEMOro I'HEBa.

— ITO yKe HEBAXKHO, — CIIOKOWHO MpOU3Heca OHa. — Bbl Ha-
PYIIWIN KJISITBY BEPHOCTH, TIOKUHYJIM CBOM MOCT 0e3 MOero Ha
TO JTO3BOJICHUSI M HE HOUEBAIM B OTBEJEHHBIX BaM MOKOsiX. Ba-
1a pemnyTanusl, Jieau, He TIO3BOJISET BaM HAaXOIUThCSI CO MHOM
PA/10M B OIHOU KOMHATe.

PymsiHoe nuiio Mapiiensl mo6sieiHeNno, HO OrOHb, TOPEBIIAN
B PhUKE-KapHX I71a3ax cTa emie 6e3yMHee.

— 3aT0 OHa MO3BOJISIET MHE HAXOAUTHCS PSIIOM C MOUM UME-
paTtopoM Be3Ae, II€ OH MHE TIPUKAKET.

— O 4em u peub, Mapuena. Tel HE MOXEITb CITyKUTh IBYM rOC-
nozam, OTOMYy st OCBOOOXKIai0 TeOs1 OT ClykeHusi MHe. — JleTTa
niepeBesia B3IJIsi/l HA UMIIepaTopa, C YAOBOJILCTBUEM HaOII0/IaB-
1IEro 3a CKaHAAJIBHOM cUTYyaluen. — PA1oM co MHOM A0JIKHA Ha-
XOIUTKLCS OfIHA U3 MOMX BepHbIX (peituH. Jlequ cadens. . .

— UckmoueHo, — BECKO, KaK JIeJ[STHOW TJIHIOOM, IPHIABILT BJla-
apika CeBepa. — DTUKET cOOMONCH, Mbl He HaeuHe. Bee mpoune
MOTYT OTIIPABJIATBCA K TEMHBIM. DTO B BalllUX K€ MHTEpecax,
MOsI Ioporasi HeBECTa, JIMIITHUE CBU/IETESIM HaM HE HYKHBI.

W 4gro-To Takoe ObLIO B €ro B3IVISA/AE, MA3HYBIIEM I10 ee JIUILY



Y Tpyau, 4to JleTta MrHOBEHHO BCIIOMHWJIA YBUJIEHHBIN B Maru-
YECKOM 3epliajie MOoIeTyil U COOTHEC/A ¢ BUBUTOM HAJIOKHUILIBL.
Ecnu 3epkano ciomano, To... Heyxenu oH 3aiiieT Tak Jajieko B
TIOTBITKAX €€ YHU3UTh, YTO MPOBEJET MPOKJISITHIN YPOK HA2A50-
HO?

— Torpa... — ronoc neByIIKK BCe-TaKU APOTHYN, — TOrJA CO
MHOM OCTAHETCS IMXO.

AJ13p OMOPIIWICS, HO YCTYIHII.

[Mocneqanm BeIxOIWI SIppeH, U eiBa 3a HUM, OPOCUBIIIMM Ha-
MOCJIE/IOK 0OECIIOKOCHHBIN B3IJIsII, 3aKPbUIACh ABEph, Buonerta
3asBUIIA:

— B uem Obl HM 3aKJTI0YAJICS YPOK, Ballla MHOTOJIMKOCTb, TIPO-
Iy Bac HE OCKBEpHATh MoM Mokou. CaMo MpUCYTCTBHE Balllen
HAJIOXKHUIIBI 37IECh — OCKOPOJIEHUE TIOCIIe TOTO, KaK I J1ajia e OT-
craBky. OHa JOKHA HEMEIJICHHO YUTH.

AJ3p HaCMEITMBO B3JIEpHYJ OPOBb, CJIOBHO TIOpasKaJICs Jep-
30CTH 10HOM HeBecThl. C TOH ke HaCMENIKOM B3IVIsAHYJ Ha Map-
ey, B3UPABIIYI0 Ha OBIBIIYIO TOCIIOXKY C BPaXJIeOHOCTHIO U
MIPEBOCXO/ICTBOM, a TIOTOM €ro B3IV yhaj Ha 3X0, He OTBO-
JUBIIIYIO TJ1a3 OT €0 PhIKEBOJIOCON UTPYIIKU. DUXO0 HE CIIOCO0-
Hbl TOBOPUTh, HO OTJIMYHO YYBCTBYIOT UyKM€ SMOLIMU, U OHHU
ell He HpaBWIKCh. Tak He HPABUJIMCh, YTO JIPAKOHOUYKA 3aMeplia
CKaTOU MPYXKUHOU, TOTOBON B3METHYTHCSI M BIIETIUTHCS B TOPIIO
oouuuIe.

Kposu Amsp He xoten. He ceiiuac.

— Mapuena, BB, — IPAKA3aJI OH.



- Ho...

— Tt 3a0bIBaCIILCS, — TOMYEPKHYTO POBHO HATIOMHWIT UMTIE-
parop.

— Ipocrute, rocnogux. [Ipocture!

K usymuienuio JlerTsl ppikeBosiocast npenaTebHULA PyXHYJia
Ha KOJISHH TIepe/i MyKYHUHOU U, OCTOPOKHO B3SIB 00EUMU pyKaMuy
MPOTAHYTYIO €1 JIaJOHb, UCCTYIUIEHHO IOLIEIOBAA.

«Kak ObIcTpo OH ee ciomal, — yxacHynach npuniecca. — OH
Y MeHs Tak xe jjomaeT. JloOnBaercst paOckoii mokopHoctu. He B
9TOM JIM 3aKJII0YAETCS €r0 YPOK 7»

— IIpocrute, Mmou rocnionuH! — nenerana Mapuena Mex1y no-
uenaysiMu. Y auib nosnyyuB GMarocKJI0OHHBIA KUBOK MMIIEpaTo-
pa, n30aBuia JIeTTy OT CBOEro MprCyTCTBUSI.

JBepb octanack oTKpeITOl. Jlenu Vcabenb TyT e BcTama y
Mopora, HO B KOMHATY 3alUTH HE PUCKHYJIA.

— Croite tam, nequ Wcabens, — npukasan Amp. U yemex-
Hyics: — He myman, uro mipu 1Bope koposst Podepra ¢ ero-to
penymauyueii, CTojb CTPOTUe HPABBI.

— Jlety 3a OTLIOB HE OTBEYAIOT.

— Ho uayT no ux cronam. Yxe BceMy MUPY M3BECTHO, UTO
YeThlpe U3 HIECTU ero Jo4Yepel NOTepsiiv IEBCTBEHHOCTD A0 3a-
MYXKeCTBa. A sl BCEro JIMIIb MpeJyiarao YCKOpuTh Hai Opak. Ho
BbI TaK COIPOTHUBJISIETECH, MOSI JIEJIU, UTO Y MEHSI BOBHUKAIOT MO-
Jo3peHusi. Bailie Tes10 HeBUHHO, K CUacThIO AJIs Bac, HO Aylla. ..
Tak i1 HeBMHHA OHA? YK He BIIIOOJIeHBI JIU BB, MosI ioporasi? He
MOTOMY JIA BBl JJa)k€ CMOTPETh Ha MeHs1 He xotute? He moromy



JIM B BaC cervac, pyv BUAEe MOEN HAJIOKHUIIbI, TOBOPUJIO TOJBKO
OCKOpOJIEHHOE IOCTOMHCTBO, HO OTHIONb He peBHOCTH? K10 OH?
Otgeuanre!

Audp npoTsHyN pyKy U, yxBatuB JleTTy 3a nogOoposiok, no-
BEPHYI K ceOe ee JINII0, 3aCTaBUB CMOTPETh B JIeASHbIE I71a3a.

— Ilycture! — npouenuna npuHiecca. — Bam He B ueM MeHst
YIIPEKHYTH!

— OrtBeuaiite, nenu. Bam HpaBuTCS Apyrord Myk4vHa?

— Her!

Pa3Be MOXeT MpocToe U IyCTOE CJIOBO «HPABUTCS» OTPa3UTh
ee uyBctBa? Het. M maxe cnoBo «Bi0OIEHa» — CIUIIKOM TIO-
BEPXHOCTHOE, c1a00e, Kak CKBO3HSIK MPOTHB yparaHa.

Her, ona He Bmo6Oena. OHa moout. Beeit gyioi, Bcem cepi-
1IEM, BCEN JKMU3HBIO.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT CKYJIMBINIAsI SMXO HE BbIAEpXkasa, MPeojo-
Jieyia CTpax nepes MOIIbI0 CEBEPHOrO Mara 1 1arHyJa ero 3a Ho-
ry. Ho TyT e oTckoumiia CTpEMUTEbHBIM CHEXHBIM BUXPEM U
IOpKHYJIa O] IMBaH.

Jlerra nepenyranace. Ceituac Anap yobeT WIH 31X0, WU ee.

JIuiio umneparopa MCKa3UIOCh TpUMAacor OO, MOKPBLIOCH
Kopko# Jipaa. He tonbko suiio. Jlerta nouyBcTBOBaia, Kak aji-
CKUM XOJIOJl CKOBBIBAET €€ TEJIO, a JIe[sIHbIe CTPEJIbl MOSBUIINCH
Ja’ke Ha MOTOJKE.

Ho Amap ObicTpo oBIiaies1 coOO0M U 1axe KEPTBY HE BHITYCTHIT
U3 KOTTUCTBIX Jiar. JIuIb MOKOCUIICS Ha JUBaH, 32 KOTOPBIM IO-
CKyJIBaJIa TOXE MepernyraiHas 31xo. Bamax BTopou ero pyku,



Y XOJIO[l OTCTYMWJI, & YTOJIbKY B )KAPOBHE OKHUJIU.

— Bl 1OKHBI 3HATH TIPaBUJIA, MPUHIIECCA, — KYTKUI B3IJISA]
AJapa He gaBasl el AbIIaTh MOJTHOW Ipyablo. — Mbl HEe HaKa3bl-
BaeM JeTel, B TOM YHMCIie 91X0. 3a Ka)/Iblid UX MTPOCTYIOK HaKa-
3aHUE HECYT UX BocmuTarenu. Pa3 yx Bbl peliniym oCTaBUTh Ba-
11y 3UX0 MpH ceOe, BaM MPUAETCS HAyUUThCS CIEPKUBATH IMO-
MM U HU B KOEM CJIy4ae HU K KOMY He WCHBITHIBATH 37I0CTh U
HEHABUCTb, €CJIM HE XOTUTE PACIUIAYUBAThCS.

— Kak... pacrutaunBatbcs? — TpACICh KaK OCUHKA, CIIPOCUIa
Buonerra.

— Bamna siixo nprumHMIa MHE OOJb.

— Ho 4... He nenures.

— 910 HeBaxHO. B Bammx cuiiax uceauts Mot pany. [loga-
pUTH BMeCTO OOJM HACTIaXICHHE, — TIPOIIENTaNl OH el B TYOBI U,
CKJIOHUBIINCh, HAKPBLT KX CBOMMHU I'yOaMU, XOJOJHBIMU U TBEP-
JbIMU, KaK y 3aKOYEHEBLIETO TPyTIa.

Jlerra 3a10XHYyaCh, IEPHYIACH PHIOKOM, TIOMABIIEeN Ha KPIO-
Jok. Eif 6bI710 OMep3uTeNbHO, TajIko. M3 171a3 OpbhI3HYIN CIIE3HI.
«Y nacxoB OOMEH TOLIEJTyeM IPOUCXOIUT TOJBKO IMOcje Opad-
HBIX KJISITB», — BCIIOMHMJIA OHA npeaynpexaenue Mcadens. Hor-
TH [IPUHIIECCHI LAPAITHY/IX N0 BHIIIIUTOMY Kam30Jly UMIepaTopa,
HO y JIEBYIIIKW He ObLIO CHJI HU OTTOJIKHYTh, HU BBIPBAThCS, HU
3aKpUYaTh.

Ho umrmiepaTop y:ke OTCTpaHWIICS, U B €ro Jiuile OblIO CTOJIbKO
Ope3rMBOCTH U... HEeHaBUCTH, 4TO JleTTa He BhiAepxkana. Cna-
cUTeNbHAsI TEMHOTA OKYTajla €€ CO3HAHUE.



SlppeH, BOpBaBIIKCH, YCIIEN MOAXBATUTH MPUHIIECCY W OITy-
CTUTh €€ Ha AVBAaH.

WNmnepatop, yxe He oOpainas BHUMaHHS Ha OOMOPOYHYIO
HEBECTY, PACKPBLI CHEKHBI MOPTAJ U, CXBaTUB 3a pyKy Mapiie-
JIy, ¥Cue3 BMeCTe C HaJloxkHuIer. M He crblimal, ¢ Kakou sipo-
CTBIO TTOJTYKPOBKA OPOCHII €My BCJIel THEBHBIE CJIOBA!

— 51 BBI30BY TeOs Ha CYJI Ye€CTH, OTMOPOKEHHBIN uyypOaH!

«3auem s emy? — Obl1a MepBasi MbIC/Ib OUHYBINEWCs JIeTThI. —
OH ke MeHsl HEHaBUAMT. Tak JII0TO, YTO €r0 HUYTO HE OCTAHaB-
juBaeT. [Ja 1 4T0 MOKET OCTAaHOBHUTH Takoe uyaoBwine? be3bi-
MSHHBIN, YEM £ 3aCIyKuia Bce 3T0? 3a 4T0?»

OHa MCKpEeHHE He NOHMMaJla, Kak BO3MOXXHO TaKOE€ OTHOLIE-
HUe K OynyIiei cynpyre, Oyayiiei MaTepu cBoux neteit. Vi Bce
Jesio B ToM, 4To Buonerra — He mar? A K IpyruM CBOMM Ke€Ham
Kak oH oTHocuiicsi? He Bee ke u3 HuX 00nafanu UCKpoy Ooske-
CTBEHHOTO IJIJAMEHU allpOB.

OnHa no4YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK PSIIOM C HEW MOILIEBEIUIICS U 3aCKY-
JIJT JeTeHsI 21x0. OTKpbUIa I1a3a, yBUIENA 3alUIaKaHHOE JIN-
YUKO JIeau DOUrai.

— Baitie BrICOUECTBO, Kak s pajia, YTo Bbl MPUIILTU B celsi! —
cpasy 3anpuuuTania peiarna. [IpotsHyna crakan ¢ Bogou. —
Bor, nonevre. Jlopa SIppeH npukasai BBIIATE 3TO Cpa3y, KaK Bbl



OYHeTeCh. 3UITH, HE Melan!

JlpakoHOYKa, JKaJHO CYHYBHIasiCSI K CTaKkaHy, OOMKEHHO
(ppipkHYNIa. 3HAYNT, B HAMTUTKE Marusi. A Mo BUY U HE CKaXelllb,
BOJIa Kak Bojia. BkycHas. JleTTa, 1onuB 10 1Ha, BhITEpIIa Kareib-
KU C TYO Y MIPOTSIHYJIA PYKY K MAJIBIIIKE ¥ TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, CJIOB-
HO KPOXOTHBIE UTOJIOYKH MPOIUIMCh MO KOXKE — IMXO BIOUTAIA
OCTATKU Maruu ¥ ¢ 6J1arofapHOCTHIO JIM3HYJIA €€ PYKY IIeJIKOBbIM
SI3BIYKOM.

— Hayo math 3¥xo HOBoe MMsl, TOCTioka! — ryjko rmpodacuiia
HSIHbKA, BHIOMPAsICh N3-3a JIMBaHA. — DTO 3aKPEIUT Ballly CBSI3b.
Bce Bocnurarenu gaoT NMTOMIIAM HOBbIE MMEHA BMECTe C IJIOT-
KOM Maruu.

— Ho 310 He mos marus, Mapa, — Jlerra nokpytuia B pykax
IIyCTOM CTAaKaH.

— HeBaxHno. BriBaeT, 4yTO U JIIOAW BOCIHUTHIBAIOT MOPYEHBIX
nereit sacxoB. Jla XoTs Obl A TOMYy MpUMeEp. YK MPOCTUTE Me-
Hs1, OE3rpaMOTHYIO, HO s BOT 4TO CKaxy. Her Ha 3emie monei
6e3 karum Maruu. Benp aifpbl, Korjaa nepegaiy riamst Maruy u3-
OpaHHBIM, HaKa3aJIM UM pas3aath BceM. Komy-To Gosbliie qocTa-
JIOCh, KOMY-TO MEHBbIIIE, HO C TeX MOP B KaXJJOM YEJIOBEKE JIPEM-
JIET XOTbh KPOXOTHAas1, HO UcKpa. Ho He kaxxaoMy yaaercsi HaTu
ee B ceOe 1 pa3IyTh ee JI0 HACTOAIIETO TuilaMeHu. Tak 4to, ecTh
B Bac Marusi, rocrioxa, eCTb.

VYnuBUTEIbHO, HO TPOCTHIE CJIOBA JIPAKOHBEUN HSIHU BCKOJIBIX-
HYJIA YTO-TO B ChEKUBIIEUCS, 000K KEHHOU JILIXaHUEM JIIOTOTO
xonozia ayie npuHiiecchl. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA ceOsl IIBETKOM,



OKMBAIOIINM T10]] HABAJIMBIIIUMCS HA HETO CYTpOOOM.

Kak yacto B nerctBe oHu ¢ Bronon ropeBajiu, 4To OHH, J10-
Yepy OPHEHHOTO Mara ¥ TOPHOU BOJIIIIEOHMIIBI, HE YHACTIS0OBAIN
napa ot ponuteneil. Hukto u3 cemepsix aeteit Podepra u Xenu-
Hbl. Ho kpoHnpunity JIslipuHy Aap 1ocTaHeTcsi B HACNEACTBO, a
MIPUHIIECCHI TaK ¥ OCTAHYTCSI 00€3/I0JICHHBIMHU.

[Totom, Koraa npuHIIECCH MOB3pocieny, BuonerTa yxe noHu-
MaJia, 4TO YeM BBbIILIE 1ap, TeM OOJIbIIIe IUIATUT MUPY OAPEHHbIM.
Omna 3ameua’a, Kak UcCyllaeT OTLA €ro BHYyTPEHHUI OrOHb, Kak
cBOIUT ¢ yMa. He 3ps ero mpo3Bainu 3a mia3za «belensi pplikui
OBIK».

Bor u TpexcotnerHuit Amap... D10 Marus CBOAUT €ro C yMa.
OrpomHasi, OOXecTBEHHasl BJIAaCTb HaJ MHUPOM, JOCTaBIIASICS
OOBIYHOMY YEJIOBEKY, CO3[IaHHOMY He KaK COCY/I JIsl TAKMX CHJL

Yro Oyzer, eciii HaJIUTh pacKaJICHHBIN CBUHEI] B TOHKYIO (hap-
(opoByio vaiiky? OHa JIOITHET.

XoTb OBl TOCKOpEe, — B3AOXHYJIa JIeTTa U TyT e YCThIIUIAC.
Henw3a xenatp 31a npyromy. [IpusBanHoe 310 cHavaia nmpuxo-
IIAT K Tede.

[IpuHLIECCa MBICJIEHHO Cliesaa OTBPALIAIOIIAN 3HAK, TIpel-
CTaBWJIa 3€PKaJI0 — CUMBOJI BOJl, OTPa3UBIINX JIMK Be3bIMsHHOTO
— ¥ MIOBEPHYJIA €r0 HaJ rOJI0BOM OTPAKAIOIIEH CTOPOHOU BBEPX.

— Cnacu6o 3a monckasky, Mapa, — yabiOHy1ach oHa. — Hagep-
HOE, UM [T UXO JOIKHO OBITh Ha CBAIIEHHOM ?

— Xoporro Obl, — KUBHYJIa HSIHbKA. — Belb B 9THX TUTATKAX —
YyuCTasi Marvsi, a 4To OHa, Kak He Aap aupoB? ToNbKO BOT YTO.



Hayo, 4T0OBI HOBOE MMSI HECJIO B ce0e YaCTHYKY CTaporo.

Jlerra 3agymanace. OHa 3Haja CBSIIEHHYIO pe4b OYeHb MO-
BEPXHOCTHO, B OCHOBHOM, 13 IIEPKOBHBIX TICAJIMOB ¥ TUMHOB, J1a
u Te OOoJIbIIIeN YacThio 3yOpurJia, a He MOHUMAJa CMbICI.

— Hapeky 1e6s1 3uaHTpoil, — OHa OCTOPOXHO MO Ma-
JIBIIIKY TIO OJIECTAIIMM JIeASTHBIM POKKaM. — 3UaHTpa — CIacao-
mias. M npocro 3u.

— A Besib B camylo cyTh! — ymuimiach Mapa.

— A e nequ cabenb? — crioxBaTuiiach IpUHIIECCa.

OtBetnia peiiHa DOurai:

— OHna 6ecenyet ¢ kponnpuHiiem Urunupom. Ero BeicouectBo
IIPUIIIET OCBEJIOMUTHCS O BallleM 3[J0POBbE, HO HIETUTENb 3arpe-
THJI BaC OECIIOKOUTb.

Crpena peBHOCTM MpOH3WIA cepiie mpuHiecchl. Ee Ka-
Mep-(ppeisnHa o cux nop 60ITaeT C TOCTOPOHHUM MYKUMHOM?

— MHe yxe nerude. [1o30Bu ee, — mpukasaia npuHiiecca. J0u-
rail MeTHyJ1ach 3a ABepb. A JleTTa nepesesna B3IJIsA] Ha CIIyKaH-
Ky. — A TbI, Mapa, MOXeIllb IoKka ObITh CBOOO/IHA. 3UAHTPA T10-
OyaeT co MHOM.

— 41 Torpa Bemwm ee npunecy. [Ipuniiecca OcusiHa 3amapunia
MAJIBIIIKY, YerO TOJIbKO HETY. .. — yKe Ha IIYTH K JBepH MPoOOp-
MoOTaJIa HSIHbKA 1 TIOCTOPOHWUJIACH, TIpOITycKast Jieau Vcadeb.

W3-niog monyomnyineHHbIX Bek JleTTa HaOmo1ana, Kak Hecrel-
HO, C JOCTOMHCTBOM Kamep-(peilyinHa BXOIUT B roctuHyio. Ha
€e CMYIJIOM JIUIIEe UTrpaJl pyMsiHell, O4eHb KPACUBIIUI JEBYIIIKY,
TIOJTHBIE TYOBI YJIBIOANCH, a B3TJIS] OOJIBIIINX U TEMHBIX, KaK 10XK-



Hasi HOYb, IV1a3 ObUT TYMAHHBIM, C TIOBOJIOKOW.

Oo6xwuraroniast kpacora, MaHsimas. M nmpumaHuBana oHa ee
mooumoro! A Jlerta HMUero He Moria cienars. Hu B3risaaom, Hu
’KECTOM HelJTb3s1 TIOKa3aTh HU CBOEH JIIOOBU, HA CBOEW PEBHOCTH.
Eciu KTO-TO orajaercs, e He KUTh. ..

— Jlenu Vcabenb, momaiite MO 9K3eMILIsIp OpavHOro I0rOBO-
pa, — pacniopsiimiack Buosnerra.

Ona 3aMeTHs1a, KaK YAWBJIEHHO B3METHYJIMCh PECHMIIBI Ka-
Mep-(peisTuHbL, HO Ta OBICTPO B3si1a ceds B PyKH, MpOILIa K
OIHOMY W3 CYHIYKOB U, CHSIB Marm4ecKylo 1evarh, IOBEpPHYJIa
KJII0Y, OTKMHYJIA KPBIIIKY ¥ BBITAIIMIA JIapell, TJe XpaHuia Jipa-
TOLIEHHOCTU W JIOKYMEHTHI.

Tot ToXe ObUT OnevyaraH IMayHCKOW mMaruei, oueHb 3(peKT-
HOW: Jiapel] OOBHBaJI MaJICHBKHIA IPAKOH MECOYHOrO 1BeTa. Vc-
abeJb TOIJIaniIa ero 1o TOJIOBEe, CHUMAs 3aKJIsATUE, U JAPAKOH
TIOIHST KAMEHHYIO TOJIOBY, OCKAJIMJICS C INUIIEHUEM, HO, TIPH-
3HAB XO3SIMKY, PaCChINaJICs, CIOBHO TOPCTh TIECKa, U KCYe3.

Jlenn D6wuraiin Habmonana 3a KOJIJOBCTBOM C BOCXUIIIEHHEM
— IOHYIO JICBYIIIKY BOCTOPrajio Bce, YTO Kacajaoch Maruu, U OHa
3aBUJIOBAJIA CTapiiel (ppeiHe Kyaa Oolbiie, YeM MpUHIIECCe.
A BOT 311X0 37I00HO 3apbIvajia Ha BpakIeOHYI0 el MayHCKYI0 Ma-
TUIO — OHA ObLIA ISl Hee SIJIOM.

Wcabenb, CHsSB TOC/IEHUE 3alopbl, BHITAIWIA W3 Japia
HECKOJIbKO IIIKATYJIOK U, HAKOHEIl, Ha CBET MOSBUJICS JJTUHHBIN
neHas1. Ero oHa v nmogana ¢ nmokJIOHOM MpHHIIecce.

— Bamr gokymeHr, muneau.



Jlerta noBeprena B pykax neHas, Haxasa B OIpeIeJIeHHOM Mo-
CJIEOBATEIBHOCTA CEKPETHBIE 3aIOpbl, 3aMAaCKHUPOBAHHBIE IO
3aBUTYIIKA OPHAMEHTa, a KOr/a, IIEJKHYB, OTOILIAa B CTOPO-
HYy OJIHA U3 3aBUTYILEK, OTKPbIBAasi OTBEPCTUE 3aMKa, CHsJIA C
IeM LEMOYKY C KPOXOTHBIM KJIIOUOM M OTKpbUIA IMIKATyJKy. U
BCKPHKHYJIA.

Ha anom Gapxare He ObUTO HU KJIOUKa. [leHas okasascs mycr.

— Kak 3T0 noHuMarb? — rHEBHO BO33pWJIaCh OHA HA XPaHU-
TEJIbHULLY JOKYMEHTA.

Hcabens modneqHena.

— Ho, Bamnie BeicouectBo. .. Kak xe tak? [leyatu 6bu11 He TPO-
HYTHI!

— Ho noxyment ykpanen! W cnenars 310 MOIJIM TOJIBKO BbI!
KTo eme mor CHATh edaTy U HAJTOKUTh 3aHOBO?

— KiisiHyCh kenThIM IJIaMeHeM, 51 He MpUKacalach K MeHay.
W xak g Mornia, eciu K04 eCTh TOJIBKO Y Bac, M Bbl C HUM HE
paccraerechb?

— Ho s 6bi1a 6e3 coznanus. U... He nepsbiit pa3! Jlegu D06u-
raiJ, 308U ¢preppa Upnapu!

Sppen siBUIICS TONBKO Yepe3 YeTBepTh vYaca.

— [Ipoctute 3a 3aepkKy, Baille BHICOYECTBO, — MOKJIOHUIICS
MJIa NN JOpA. — Mosi CMeHa 3aKOHUYMJIach, U 51 IO3BOJIHII cebe
B CBOOO/IHOE BpeMsl OTTYUUThCS U3 FTOCTEBOrO KOpITyca.

— Kak raBa Moeit oxpaHbl Bbl He JIOJDKHBI HUKYJA OTTy4aTh-
cs1 6e3 JIOKJ1aJa U MOEro J03BOJICHHUsI! — BCIIBIXHYJIA TPUHIIECCA



HEroI0BaHUEM.

W3meHunBBIE, KaK BECEHHsIs MOroja, Iia3a MoayKpOoBKH IO-
3€JICHEIN.

— Kak rmnaBe Bartieit oxpaHbl, MIJIEIU, MHE UHOTa HEOOXO/M-
MO COXPAHSITh MOJHYIO CEKPETHOCTh MOUX MEPEMELLICHUN.

— Iaxe ot MeHs?

— Jlaxxe ot Bac. HeT rapaHTuu, 4TO Ballly [IOKOW HE MPOCITYIIH-
Batorcsl. Kpome Toro, nHorga )XU3HEHHO BaKHO KaXJJ0€ MTHOBE-
HUE, U HEJIOMYCTUMO TPaTUTh BPEMS HA OKUJIaHUE, KOTja Ballle
BBICOYECTBO M3BOJIMT MPUHATh MEHA. Bbl B 3TO Bpemsi Moxere
craTh, KynarbCsi WM NpedbiBaTh B 0OMOPOKE, KaK CEroHsl.

[lonyuyuB oTnoBedp, MpHUHIIECCA MOKPACHENTA U BBIHYXJAEHA
ObLJTa COTJIACUTHCS C JKeJIe3HbIMU aprymMeHTamu Mara. Ho mocren-
Hee CJIOBO OCTaBHJIA 33 COOOM:

— UYro Xk, ec/u 51 He MOTY NPUHSATD BacC, UM €XKeJI eCTh CPOY-
Hasi HEOOXOIMMOCTb MIOKMHYTb Balll ITOCT, Bbl BOJIbHBI TIOCTYTIATh
Ha cBoe padyMeHue. Ho B octaibHOE BpeMsl s JOJIKHA 3HATb, KO-
I71a ¥ Ha Kakoe BpeMs Bbl yxoaute, ¢pwepp Mpnapu.

— Kak npukaxere, — MOJyKpOBKa CKJIOHWI HEMOKOPHYIO TO-
JIOBY, HO €r0 B30p BCE €Ille HEIPUMUPUMO U SI0BUTO 3€JICHEII.

— Tak u npukaxy, — Jlerra B3aepryna nondoponok. Erie He
XBAaTaJI0, YTOOBI €€ MPHKAa3bl OCTIapUBANCh. — WTak, s 3Basia Bac,
YTOOBI Bl pa300PATUCh, KTO M 3aUeM MOXUTHIT MO SK3EMILISP
JIOTOBOpA U3 NeHaJIa, KOTOPbIM XPAHUJICS B JIApLIE C MArMYECKU-
MU TeYaTSIMHU.



I'naBa 3. MuHyc oaMH U3 Tpex

[Topran nepenec Amspa u Mapueny B X0/l niepe]; OKOsIMU
umneparopa. Kak Toibko norac sipko-cuHHMiA KOHTYp, Biagsika
JILJOB OTTOJIKHYJI IPWJIBHYBINYIO K HEMY JIEBYIIKY.

— Crynail B ciajibHI0!| — MpUKa3ajl OH ¥ B3MaxHYJl PyKo#, Co-
3[aBasi HOBBIM MTOPTAJL.

— I'ocrionuH, MOry s CIPOCUTH?

— Hy uto eme? — Ayap pasapakeHHo oOepHyscs. HameTns-
IIMICS CHEKHBIM KPYI MTHOBEHHO pa3BeslICS.

— Yem MHE MOKHO 3aHATHCS B O’KUJIAHUU Bac?

— Huuem. O0s13aHHOCTh HAJIOXKHUIIBI — COTPEBATh CBOUM Te-
JIOM TIOCTENb K IpUXOy rocrnioguHa. Ecim noxe okaxercs Xo-
JIOHBIM, s1 TeOsI BBITOHIO.

— Ho 3710 %€ ckyuHO — Bce Bpems Jexarb! — Mapuesna Hayna
MyXJIeHbKUE I'yOKH.

— CkyuyHO? — uMniepaTop noiMaJ JeByIIKYy 3a MOAO0OPOJOK U
npoBeJT OOJBIINM MaiblieM 1o ee rydam. — JI03BOJISII0 YnuTaTh.

— Yt0? — pbIKas rapaapyHICKas po304Ka U3yMJIEHHO OKPYT-
ymna riasza. — Yurars? 9 GnaropojHas jieiu, a He ClyKKa-urer!
4 He ymero unTars!

— Hypa! — Anap oTBBIpHYI OT ceOs neBuily. — M Kak ke Bbl
’KVBETE B TAKOM HEBEXKECTBE?

— B xax oM 6;1aropotHOM rapaapyHTCKOM JOMe €CTh CIIeIU-
QJIbHO OOYYEHHBIE CITYTH — YTEIbl ¥ TIHCAPH, — TOPAETUBO TOSIC-



HUWJIA HATOKHUILIA. — APUCTOKPATy HEMPUJIMYHO 3aHUMAThCS -
JIOM HHU3KHX COCJOBUU. Kpome Toro, 3To mpocro BpeIHO, OCO-
6eHHO feBylkam! OT YTeHUsI NOSBJSAIOTCS MOPILMHBI M IOPTUT-
Csl IBET JIMLA, a OT YEPHUJI IAYKAIOTCS PYKU U OfIek1a. DTO MO-
creigHo! EqUHCTBEHHOE, UTO He BO30paHsETCsl BBICOKOPOIHBIM
— pacnuchHBaTLCS B JOKYMEHTaX. DTOr0 yMEHMs BIIOJIHE JA0CTa-
TOYHO.

Wmnepatop pacxoxorajcs.

— Mos HeBecTa Takad xe aypa?

Mapriena 0OMKEHHO Mocoriesna, HO BbIJaBUIIA!

— Xy:ke! OHa BTaliHe Hay4WJIach YUTATh U JJaXKe MH1CaTh, CIIOB-
HO Kakas-To Kyluuxa, a He npuHIecca. Sl cama Bujena, Kak ee
oOyyaJ 31oT ropeil. .. ¢pbep AppeH!

— Yr0? — MyKUMHA CKaJl TUIEYO HAJIOKHHULIBI TAK CUJIBHO, YTO
OHa BCKPUKHYJA. — 3HAuuT, SIppeH o0ydan? DTOT MabuUIIKa
et HpaButcs? OTBeyvait!

— Jla, oH eut HpaBuTcs. § BUena, Kak npuHiiecca Buonerra
uM JiioOyetcs. U erie koraa KpoHnpuHil IrmHUp OCTaBUII €ro ofl-
HOTO Ha MOTPaHUYHOM Oepery B Ty HOUb, Korjaa TemHasi cTpaHa
enBa He noxpaia [apnapyHT, y Buonettsl Oblia camasi HacTosi-
11ast ucrepuka. tomy Bce Obutu cBuerenu! A yx korma SAppen
BEPHYJICS )KMBOW M HEBPEIUMBIIA, OHA €My Ha I1ei0 OpoCHIach!

— Bor kak? Appen, nogymars Tonbko! IlleHok! — 3mas yemenn-
Ka paccekJjia MpeKpacHoe JIMLOo umneparopa. — Tenepb NOHATHO,
novyeMy OHa Tak COINpOTHBIsieTcs Opaky. U uemy eme oHa 00y-
YUJIach y Takoro... yuntensa? Yto onn untamu Bmecte? JIioOoB-



HblE MOCJIaHU S APYT apyry?

—4... He 3Ha10, rocnoguH. He 3Ha0! — 3axXHbIKajIa HAJIOXHU-
ua. — [lycrure, rociogud. MHue 0osbHO!

— JKauip, 4TO THI YK€ JUIINAJIACh 10BepUs JeBUOHKU. [loTopo-
IAJICS 51 ¢ TOOOM. .. A 4TO ThI CKakelb 00 Douraitn? B koro ona
BmoOsieHa?

— Mu He ycrmenu cOMM3UTHCS, Balia Oe3yNpedHoCTh. AW,
60J1bHO !

— HyxHO roBoputh «Bailla MHOTOJIMKOCTb», T1ymnasi. Thl OKa-
3ajlach coBceM Oecrionie3na, Mapriena. § pasodapoBan. U mpe-
KpaTy XHBIKaTh, HEHaBHKY 0a0CKOe HbIThe!

Wmnepatop oyHy! B JMLIO JEBYIIKM, U OHO JIMIIWJIOCH Kpa-
COK, a MOTOM MeJIJIEHHO, YTOOBI JKepTBa YcIiesia POuyBCTBOBATD,
MPEBPATUJIOCH B JIEASHYIO MAacKy C Pa3MHYTHIM B HEMOM KPHKE
PTOM M yKacoM B 3aCTHIBILIUX IJIa3aX.

Mapuena ycrniesna cCXBaTUTbCS PyKaMu 32 HEMEIOIIYIO 11IE0, e
Ipy/ib B3[IbIMAJIaCh, HO KPUK HE MOT BBIPBATbCS U3 JIEASHOTO I1J1e-
Ha, a MOTOM OCTAaHOBWJIOCH JIBIXaHWE, U HECUACTHAs ynajia HU4-
KOM y HOT' paBHOJYIIIHO HAaO/MIOaBIIEro UMIIEPATOpA.

Ot ynapa 00 not JieiIsTHOe JIUIIO TPECHYIIO.

— IlocTatouHo, — AJdp pacpocTep pyKy HaJl CJIOMaHHOW KYK-
noit. Ee okytano cunee cusiaue. — Haneiock, 3TOT ypok Oyaer
YCBOEH TBOEH OBIBILICH TOCIIOKOM.

OH 1IeTKHYT NalbllaMU, U B 00JIaKe CBEPKAIOIINX CHEXKUHOK
NOSIBUJIACh OTPOMHAsS U TUIeYHcTasi (purypa OOHaXEHHOTO Jiac-
Xa, CIUIOIIb MOKPBITOrO CBETAIIMMHUCS y30pamu. Bmecro swia



y Hero Oeenia YydOBHIIHAS OyrpycTasi MOp/ia C BHITSIHYTOM Ta-
CTBIO.

— Y6epu 3nech, Pepanap. C neBKoii jenan, yto xovenib. Ha-
UTpaellibCs, OTAAN B Ka3apMBbl.

— Pa3Be 310 He GnaropojiHast J04Yb pABHUHHOTO OapoHa? — IITy-
XO CITPOCHIT JIACX.

— Bukonta, ®epanap. [da rmyctb XOTb rapaapyHTCKOIO KOpPOJI.
DTO HE UMEET HUKAKOIO 3HaYeHM 1. BbINonHsil.

— bnarogapio 3a nogapok, Moi umrieparop, — Kislku depa-
Hapa OJIECHY/IA B XUIITHOU y/IbIOKe. — Thl BIIepBbIe OT/IACIIh MHE
JIeBCTBEHHUILY !

Amp ormaxnycs. Kakue menoun.

— Hacnaxnaiicsi. Y Hee, yBbl, HONOPTUIJIOCH JIMYUKO, HO TeOs
3TO BPAJL I CMYTHT.

— DTO TOYHO, — XOXOTHYJI MOHCTP.

— U Bot eme uto. C ropua Appena ¢pbep Mpaapu He cryckaThb
123, HO TIOKa HUKAaKUX MIPOBOKAIUI 0e3 MOero rnpukasa.

— Cnymatoch, BiaaplKa.

OcTaBMB CJIOMAHHYIO UTPYIIKY B JlallaX BEPHOI'O CIYTH, AJ3p
OTKPbLI HAKOHEL] CHEKHBIM MOPTaJ U yILEJ U3 JBOpLA.

* sk ok

SIppeH MOKpyTHI B pyKax IyCTOM MEHaJl, Tak ke TINATEeb-
HO ocMmotpen Japer. Ilormpocun nemu Mcabenb akTMBHpPOBATh
oxpaHHbI1 apTedakT. [TogpasHuil mecyaHoro ApakOHYMKA, JOBE-



JI51 TOTO JIO MPUCTYTA SIPOCTH, U YOAUJIICS, UTO 37I0OHOTO OXPaH-
HUKa He 0OOMaHyTh U3BECTHBIMU MOTYKPOBKE Yapamu. Apredakt
NpY3HAaBaJl TOJIKO pyKy camoid McaGenb U KpaiiHe HEOXOTHO —
PYKY npuHIiecchl BUoneTTsl.

SlppeH oToABUHYI JIapell U MOBEPHYJICS K I0KaHKe.

— Ecnm Batie KomoBCTBO Tak O€3yNnpevyHo, Jieid, TO MoayJa-
€TCsl, B3ATh JIOTOBOP MOIJIU TOJIBKO BHI.

— 3aueM MHe 3TO jenarh? — Kamep-(penIuHa noxana rie-
YMKOM, MPUJIBUHYJIA JIapel] K ce0e W YCIIOKAUBAIOIIE TOTJIaInia
JPaKOHYMKA, BCE ellle TUTIoIoIIerocs B AppeHa siioBUTHIMU Ka-
MeHHBIMU IinamMu. Komouku, yBbl, He MPUUYMHUIN MTOJTYKPOBKE
HUKAKOT'0 Bpe/la — OHU OCHIMAJIKCh, HE JIOJETEeB 10 Bpara.

SlppeH B3sul MyCTyI0 HMIKATYJIKY, TOKPYTHJI, OCMaTpUBasi CO
BCEX CTOPOH.

— Bor u 4 He noHMMalo, 3a4eM KOMY-TO 3T0 Jiesath? § nmom-
HIO JI0roBOp HauzycTb. B I'apnapyHTe XpaHUTCS ele OOUH K-
3eMIUISIP MOIMHHUKA, M MaryecKasi KOnus ¢ Hero OyJeT UMeTh
TaKyIo Xke puauIeckyo cuty. Kakoit cMbici kpacts Oymary? Ee
Jake He MOJeNIaTh, OHA OCBSIIEHA TPEMsI MarusiMu, B TOM YHC-
e B xpame be3bIMsIHHOTO.

— Mosxet ObITh, BOp XOTeJ MOKa3aTh, YTO €CJIA OH 3aXOUeT,
TO HUYTO HE CMOXET 3allUTUTh HU Camble 1IEHHbIE MO BEIlIU,
HU... MeHs? — TUXO CIpOCUJIa MPUHIlecca, He OTBOAMBIIASA T71a3
OT MeCYaHoro ApakoH4MKa. TOT yxe nepectan HalOMUHATD Pa3-
JyBIIIErOCsI €a 1 MPUKPBUT I71a3a, MJjles OT JJACKH CBOeW co3/ia-
TEJIbHULIBL.



— Ecnu Bbl rOBOpUIIM O BallleM rOCTEPUUMHOM KEHUXE, MU-
JIe1, TO B JIM €My HyKHa JJIS 9TOTO Takasi CTpaHHasl IEMOH-
crpauus. — SIppeH nepeses Ha JleTTy 3ayMunBbIi B3I . — Ba-
11I€ BBICOYECTBO, MTPUKAKUATE BAIMM (PPEUSIMHAM OCTaBUTbh HAC
JU1s1 KOH(PUIEHIIMATIBHOTO pa3roBopa.

Jlerta kuBHY/a 11 00€ JaMbl HATIPABHUJIACH K BBIXOZY.

— U napernt ¢ coboit Bo3pMute, sienu Mcabens, — morpedoBain
Appen.

[ma3za okaHKM Ha MWI U3YMJIEHHO PacllMpUIMCh, HO OHa
MOJTYa BEPHYJIAch, MOAXBATHIIA 32 OOKOBBIE PYYKH JIapell C Jpa-
KOHYMKOM Ha KPBIIIIKE 1 BBIIILIA.

— Tak s 1 mogymal, — yCMeXHyBILIUCh, TIpodopMoTal SAppeH,
HE TIOJICHUBIIUICS TUIOTHO 3aKPHITh 3 (PperIMHaAMU JIBEPb.

— Yro nogymanu? — Haxmypuiacsk Jlerra.

— Yo mayHckuil amysieT paboTaeT He TOJIbKO Kak OXPaHHUK,
HO M Kak corisinaraid. Hazieoch, Bbl HE BEJIM CEKPETHBIX Pa3ro-
BOPOB TIpU HEM?

— H-Her, — B ronoce JleTTsl HE TpO3ByYasIo yBEPEHHOCTH.

— I'nmaBHOe, nepxarp japen B cyHayke. Ha Hero s HaBecun
CBO€ 3aKJIMHAHUE-UIUT OT KPaku, IOPYM, OTHS U Ipoyero. Bpsn
JIY 4yepe3 TaKOM AT MOKHO ObLIO YTO-TO MOACTYIIATh, HAXOISCh
BHYTPH CYHJyKa.

— 3akMHaHue? — MpUHIIECCa OTYEro-To noodseanena. — Toxe
cienguiee?

— Pazymeercs! — pagoctHo ynbiOHYIICS omyKkpoBka. — [Toto-
My 51 yBEPEH, YTO HUKTO IOCTOPOHHUII HE MPUTPArUBAJICS K CYH-



nyky. Ho Bonpoc, kak Bopy yaajioch YKpacTb JOKYMEHT, Mbl IO-
Ka OTJIOKUM. A BOT BOIIPOC «3a4eM» ... YTO CIyUUTCs, €CIIU UC-
YE3HYT BCE TPU IK3EMILIsIpa JJOroBopa, mpuHiiecca?

Ee nmasblipl IpOrHyJv, U OHA MOCTIENIHO CIIpATaIa PyKH IOJ,
CTOJL.

— He 3Haio, — BeIIoXHY 12 JleTTa U TyT e MpHUKycuia ryoy.

— Ecm Obl 7OroBop ObLT OOBIYHBIM, BbI OKa3aJIMCh ObI CBOOO/I-
HBI OT BCeX 00513aTeNbCTB, CJIOBHO U HE ObUIO HUKAKOTO JIOTOBO-
pa, — MOSICHUJI TeJIoXpaHuTesb. — Ho OH HEOOBIYHBIN, MUJIE/IH.
On marnyecknid. bymara, Ha KOTOpOY OH HallMCaH, 3allUIlEHa
OT BCEX BO3MOXKHBIX MOMBITOK €€ YHUUTOXKUTh. Bbl XOTEM ero
NIOpBAaTh U CKeub, Tak? M y Bac He MOIy4nsIoCh.

Jlutio Jlettsl cTano coBcem OenbiM. OHa MOTYa KUBHYJIA, HE
OTBOZS OT roplia OrPOMHBIX UCITyTaHHBIX [J1a3.

— Bce-taku 3ps monei He 0OydaroT XOTst Obl TEOPUM Maru,
BbI ObI TOT/Ia 3HAJIM €€ BO3MOKHOCTH, — B3JJOXHYJI TOJTyKPOBKA. —
[Ipeanonoxy, 4To BBl Nepenany yepes nocia B 'apoapyHr, 4To-
ObI BTOPOU 3K3EMILTSP JIOTOBOPA ObUT YHUUTOXKEH UJIH CIIPSTAH.
Ho 4rto ObI BBI e1aii ¢ Tol OyMaroi, KOTopasi XpaHuTcs y AJi-
spa?

— 51 Hazesiach YTOBOPUTb. .. KOE-KOTO. .. [IOMOYb MHE, — ITPO-
nienrtana Jlerra, a B mpeKkpacHbIX (PUAIKOBBIX IJ1a3aX MOSBUIACH
CJIe3bl.

— Kaxk sxe BbI emie HauBHbI. [Ipoctute, Munenu, — AAppeH cHoBa
QyLiepasarparoiie B310xHyl1. — e forosop?

— B xapoBHe, cripaBa OT MOETO JIOXKa, — BCXJIMIHYJIa JleTTa. —



U on He cropen. Houblo s 3akonasnia ero B yriu.

— W cnyru, MeHso1me nporopeBIv yrojb B KapOBHSX, CKO-
PO MpUIYT U OOHApYKAT B MeIjie HecropaeMyio Oymary ¢ uHTe-
pecHbiMu niedatsiMu. C Ballero ro3BojieHus 51 ee JOCTaHy.

— Jla, KOHEUHO, — MPUHIIECCa CIJIOTHYJIA CJIE3BI.

— He mnauste, miporiy Bac.

VYremmrenb U3 yYeHUKa BEMPUIHA OKA3AJICS HUKYIBIIIHBIA —
JIeBYIIIKA pa3pblAajiach elie ropiie. ippeH HemeIeHHO cOeka
B CHAJIBHIO U Yepe3 Mapy MUHYT MOSIBUICSA Ha IMOPOre C lieje-
XOHBKHMM CBUTKOM B pyKax.

Jlerta yxe cnpaBuiiach ¢ coOOid, BeITEpa Ce3bl U CHjeNa C
MPsAIMOM, KaK HaTsIHyTasi CTPyHa, CIMHOM.

— Kak BbI 10orajanuce, 4ro s cama B3sijia JJOKYMEHT?

— B nocnenHue JHU K 3TOMY CYHIIyKY HUKTO HE ITPUKacacs,
KpoMe Bac, MWIeau, — SIppeH BJIOXKWI CBUTOK B IIKATYJKY, HO
HE TOPOMNWICS OTAABaTh. — Bbl OTKPBIBAJIM €TI0 MOCIIE Balllel Bue-
pariHei MOMOJIBKH, CErOHsI HOYbIO, KOTJ]a OCTAJIMCh B CHaJIbHE
OJIHA.

— Bu1 1 310 3Haere?

— Bam Hy’KHO TOMHMTb, YTO Bbl OKPYKE€Hbl MaraMu, 1 Ternepb,
MOCJIe CTOJIbKUX MOKYILIEHWI, KaKAblil Balll IIar OTCJIeKUBAET-
ca. [Ipuuem, He Tonbpko MHOM. Ham ¢ Kannapom crout Hemasbix
YCUJIMA OTBOJIUTH UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CIIEKKY.

Jlerta cTucHyna pyku.

— 41 ve 3nauna. [Toyemy BB MHE He cOOOIIMIN?

— Bam u 6e3 31X 3HaHUH HeJlerko. Mepbl peIoCTOPOKHOCTH



MbI ¢ KaHmapoM npeinpuHsuIm, 4yXKue YIIi HIYero He yCIIbIIar,
a MOM ISl BaC a0COJIIOTHO Oe30IacHbl. Y MEHS TOJIBKO OAUH BO-
IPOC: 3a4eM Bbl Pa3bil'pajid STOT CIIEKTaKJIb s jieau Mcadesns?
Jla, BBl He 3HaJIM, 4TO ee apTepakT COOOIIHI ei, KTO Ha CaMOM
JieJie B3sJ1 CBUTOK, M Oy/Ib OHA BaIllUM BParoM, TO MoJydusia Obl
NOBOJI, JUTSl ITIaHTaxa. Tak 9YTo 3aCTaBUJIO BAC OTKPHITH €, UTO
HIKaTyJIKa mycra?

[TpuHIlecca CKOMKaJla MOKPBIM TUIATOK M IIBBIPHYJIA €r0 B
ONMKAKIIYIO )KapOBHIO.

— 3Halo, 4TO BCe MOMYYIIOCh TIIyTo. — JIeTTa cxkaja KyJlaku U
B3JICpHYJIa OAOOPOIOK. — MHE MOAyMaJioch, YTO HY)KHO KaK-TO
npeaynpeauTh Mcadeb, 4To CBUTKA HET. .. V1 HEBO3MOXKHO MPH-
3HAThCS, UTO ITO s cama... [lonumaere? HaBepHoe, Hago ObLIO
THIXO TIOJIOKHTH €ro 0OpaTHO B IIKATYJIKY, HO 51 HE MOIJIA BbITa-
IIUTh €r0 U3 pacKasieHHbIX yrier! Permia nonoxaars. 1 o ciy-
rax, MEHSIOIIMX OCTBIBIIME XAapPOBHU, 51 Toxke mogymaia. 1 uc-
nyrajach. S e He 3Haja, 4yTo OymMara ¢ Maru4ecKOM IeYaThio
He roput! A Hcabens ymHast, oHa Obl YTO-HUOY/Ib TIPUIyMaJa.
Brpyr ObI TOTOM MOTYYHIOCh YHUYTOXUTH STOT MPOKJIATHIN JI0-
roBop?

SlppeH oTpuIIaTeIbHO KaYHYJT TOJIOBOM.

— HeBo3MoxkHO. XOTs... BBI e HE BCe CIIOCOOBI IPOOOBAIH,
a TOJIbKO OviH. Bailie BrICOUECTBO, 51 Ha Bailiei ctopoHe. 51 nain
Bam KJIsATBY. [Ipolity Bac, BIpe/ib COBETYHTECh CO MHOM MPEK/ie
YeM 4YTO-JTMO0 MpearnprHATh. Kakum Obl HEOXKMIAaHHBIM HU OBLIT
Barl 3ambicen. MoxkeT ObIThb, 1 CMOTY TIO[CKa3aTh BaM OoJee. . .



npaBuibHOe pereHre. ObeniainTe MHe.

Jlerra MoTuana, ClienB TOHKUE MAJIbIB ¥ Kycas TyObl.

—IIpoiy y Bac BCero JIMIIb 9y Th OOJbIIIE JOBEPHSI, — IPOHUK-
HOBEHHO CKa3aJl MoJyKpoBKa. — Mos 3a/1aua — OXpaHsATh Bac OT
BCEX YI'PO3, AakKe OT TeX, KOTOPbIE MMOPOKAAETE Bbl CAMH CBOEH
HEOCTOPOKHOCTBIO 1 HEOCBEAOMJIEHHOCTBIO.

— HeBexecTBOoM, — ¢ ropeubto yrouHwia Jlerra.

— Boi Hayuutech. Ecnm yueneere. U 51 nosnoxy Bce CUJIbI, YTO-
ow1 yuienienu. Ho MHe HykHO Bailie oOelaHue.

— O6emato, — permmack Jlerra u orBepHynack. Eit 610 My-
YUTEJIbHO CTHIHO.

— bnaronapio. [laiite-ka MHe, 51 Koe-4To IpoBepio, — SIppeH
TIOKJIOHWJICS M, 3a0paB U3 €e PYK TaK M He 3alepTyio IIKaTYJIKY,
HANPABWICA K BBIXOAY.

— Nopgoxaute. YTo BbI CKaxeTe MoUM (pperiiHaM ?

— IIpuaymato uro-HUOYIb, — ocTaHOBUJICA SAppeH. — [Toka um
HEe HY’KHO 3HaTh, YTO JIOrOBOp Harescs. Jla, 3a0buT ClipoCUTh, BbI
yiKe J1aJI1 HOBOE MMsI CBOEH MOJONEYHOM ?

— Ha. 4 Ha3zBasia ee 3uaHTpa.

EnBa mpuHuecca npou3Hecia HOBOE MMS 3MXO, KaK [IBEpb
pacnaxHysach, U B KOMHATy BOPBAJICS CHEKHbI BUXPb, COUB-
MK ¢ Hor fAppeHa. TenoxpaHuTelsb B MONBITKE YAEPKaTbCs Ha
HOrax B3MaxHyJl pyKamu, He3arepras IIKaTyJIKa B €ro pyke pac-
KPbLJIach, CBUTOK BbIIIAJI ¥ MIPONAJ B CHEKHOM KPYTOBEPTH.

DIiX0 OCTAaHOBWJIACh HA MHT, YTOOBI CIJIOTHYTh, OOJU3HYTHCS
1 OnaroapHo B3MJISTHYTh HA KOPMIUTBIIA, HO TYT Xke KaJJOOHO 3a-



BU3KaJIa ¥ TIOKATUJIACh TIO MOJTY — MPOIJIOUEHHAs] OTHEHHAsl Ma-
I'Msl OKa3aJlach CMEPTENIBHO OIacHA IS €€ CEBEPHOIO OpraHu3-
Ma.

— Boirumions! Ckopee! — AppeH noiiMasn Hec4acTHOTO JIETEHbI-
I1a, IpUKal K cede comporamolieecs: B KOHBYJIbCUSIX TEJNbIle U
6e300513HEHHO CYHYJI PYKY B KJIBIKACTYIO MACTb.

DIX0 3aKaluIsyia, OTPHITHYB KPOXOTHBIA KJIOYOK OyMaru.
PoBHBIN, KpYIJIBIA, pa3MEPOM AKKYPAT C YMECTUBIIYIOCS HA HEM
ajlylo mevyatb OrHEHHbIX Koposieil ['apaapynTa. Bee, uro yuene-
JIO OT HETJIEHHOTO, HETIOTOILISIEMOI0, HECTOPAEMOT0, MArMYECKH
3alMIIEHHOTO U OCBSIIIEHHOTO 3K3eMILIsipa OpauHOro A0roBopa
1IecToit gouepu kopossi Podepra u umneparopa Cesepa.

— Kakas tparunueckas ciyuaitHocts! IIpoctuTte, Baiiie BbICO-
94eCTBO, MOIO HEJIOBKOCTh, — SIppeH mepenas kano0HO CKYJIUB-
HIYIO 91X0 B PyKHU MPUHIECCHI, MOALETII KJIOYOK C MevaThio Jie-
BOI PYKOH, Ha KOTOPOW 3aCBETUIJIOCH PYOMHOBOE KOJIBLIO, 1 OpO-
CHWJI B KapOBHIO €O cjioBaMU: — OrOHb — K OTHIO, COEIMHUCH. 3a-
Oepu cBoe!

W3 konblia ynapui aieiid 1yd. [leyats BCIbIXHY/IA HECTEPITUMO
SIPKOM 3BE€3JI0UM U UCYe3JIa.

Hsanpka Mapa, ckasioil 3acThIBIIIasi Ha TIOPOTe M 3arOpOjIvB-
mast 0030p (ppeiimHaM cBoeld KpyrHou (hUrypo, eBa ycrena
MIPUKPBITH IJ1a3a PYKOM. A 3a ee CIIMHOW BCKPUKHYJIM U yIaJiu B
0OMOpOK 00€ J1aMBl.

DiiX0, BBIPBABIIUCh U3 PyK JIeTThl, ¢ BU3roM ymuasnach K
HSIHbKE, IPUYeM, KAKUM-TO 4yJJOM CyMeJia U BBIHECTH U3 ITPOXO-



JIa TPY3HYIO JKEeHIIMHY, ¥ 3aXJIOMHYTh 32 COO0M CTBOPKH JIBEPH.

Appen u Jlerta BCTpEeTWINCH B3MIAAAMMU.

— Bbl He nocTpagany, Baie BeicouectBo? Kak Bamm masza? —
00ECIIOKOMIICS TIOTYK POBKA.

— 51 ¢ MnaieHUeCTBa ellle U He TaKKUe CBETONPECTABICHHS BH-
IpIBajia, ManeHbKa MOOWI MPUIBOPHBIX MyraTh, — YJIBIOHYIACH
npuHiecca. — [IpuBbIKIIa.

[TonykpoBKka mokavas roioBoi.

— Bpsin 1 Takyo yCTOWYMBOCTh MOKHO OOBSICHUTBH TOJIBKO
MPUBBIUKON. Bbl — 10Ub TOPHOIL JIeAU, PUSHHBI, TYCTh K BaM U HE
nepenien 6enbiii qap. Ho rmaBHOe — Bamn oTelr Bce-Taku /1l Bam
3aIUTy OT OTHsA, Muienu. M 3To oyeHb xopoliasi HOBOCTb s
Hac. XOTs sl MOT Obl ¥ paHBIIIe I0TaJaThCsl.

— Iymaete? Eciu Obl OH 1aT MHE 3aIIUTY, 51 ObI MOTJIa OpaTh
YIJIM TOJIBIMU PYKaMH, HO sl HE MOTY.

— 3anmra ObiBaeT pazHou. [ poMOOTBO/ 3alITUTUT OT MOJTHUH,
HO HE OT JAOXK/S.

— Ho BbI TOXE He nocTpaganu. OH 1 Bam J1ajl 3auTy ?

— MoHO ¥ Tak cka3aTb. 51 — Oeblii Mar, TOTOMCTBEHHBIN PU-
9H M YYEHUK BEeWpHUIHA... — Hauasl ObUIO MOMYKPOBKA, HO OCEK-
cs1 v yemexHyJcs. — Ho He Oyny Bac oOMaHbIBaTh, MPUUMHA HE B
9TOM. Y MeHs eCTh 0c000€ KOJIBIIO OTHEHHOTO KOPOJIS ¥ €ro OJ1a-
rOCJIOBEHUE. A ceryac Mpolly MEHs MPOCTUTh, 51 IOJIKEH MPo-
BEpPUTh COCTOSIHUE BallIUX (DPEMIMH.

— ®pep Upnapu. .. criacuoo.

— Mo nonr — 3amminarh Bac, — NOKJIOHWICA SppeH.



«Jlonr. .. — ¢bIpkHYIA PO ceds mpuHIlecca. — YI00HOe Clo-
BO. B /m000ii MOMEHT MOXHO pemuTh, 9TO AOJT oTnaH. U uro
Toraa yaepxut? Eciu Obl STOT phillaph 3allyInal MeHs 10 Be-
JIEHUIO Cepalla, a He JoNra, s Moria Obl eMy JI0BepsiTh, Kak OH
IIPOCUT».

Hoiins 1o aBepyu 1 OPOCKB B3I 32 MOPOT, TOPEII. .. TUIOTHO
3aKpbUT UX U MIOBEPHYJICS K MPUHIIECCE.

— Bammm 1Bym (ppeiinnam y:xe nomoraet Kannap, Baiie Bbl-
COYECTBO. A y HAC €CTb €l1le OJHO /110, U MO JOJT 3allIMTHUKA
BEJIUT MHE MPEJOCTEPEYb BAC OT MOCIEUIHBIX. .. JICUCTBUM.

— 51 yxe nana BaM CJIOBO. .. — HEAOBOJILHO IOMOpIIUach Jlet-
Ta.

— 4 umero B BUnY Jieau Mapiieny.

Jlerta BcnibIxHYJIa, BCKMHYJIA TOJIOBY, PUAAB B3IJISLY XOJI04a
Y Ha/IMEHHOCTH.

— 4 3anperao MTPOM3HOCKUTH B MOEM IIPUCYTCTBUU €€ UM !

— INo3BonbTe ckazarsk. [leByInka Obl1a OKOJIOBaHA. Y Hee HeT
TaKUX POIUTENIeH, KaKk y Bac, HET TAKOW 3alllUThl, KaKas €CTb Y
BAaC, U HET CWJI MPOTUBOCTOATh. OHa BCEro JIMIIb CIa0blid Yesno-
BEK.

— D0Ouraii Toxke BCEero JMIIb c1adblid YeIoBeK, HO OHa yIep-
’Kajach OT UCKyieHusi. A Mapriena. .. oHa Bena cebst OCKopOu-
TEJILHO !

— Henb3st ockopOuTh cosnHile, puHiiecca. Bol — 104b KOposs
Y HeBecTa umreparopa. Bel Hen3smepumo BBIILE ee.

— Bui cobupaetech mpouects MHe mporioBesb, (pbep Upmnapu?



— Her. 4 npoiry Bac moMHUTH O TOM, 4TO JIeagu Mapnena —
nogaanHad I'apnapynTa. M o0 TOM, 4TO BbI B354 €€ O[] CBOE I10-
KPOBUTEJIbCTBO.

— OHa npeniajnia MeHsl.

— OHa B3s1a Ha ce0sl TOT yaap, KOTOPBIM MpeaHa3HAYaIICs
Bam. [loka negu Mapuena oTBiekaeT UMIeparopa, y Bac ecrb
BpeMsl TIOITOTOBUTHCS, BbIBEATh €ro c1adble CTOPOHBI U 3alH-
TUTBCH.

JleTTa BO3MYIIIEHHO CBEpPKHYJIA IVIa3aMH.

— Bpl mpenaraere MHe MCIONB30BaTh HMMIIEPATOPCKYIO. ..
NOJACTWIKY B KauecTBEe LIMHOHKUA? DTO OTBPATUTENILHO, JIOPI.
Husko. Pritiaps HUKOIIA He Mpeuioku Obl Takoe!

— 41 He pwiliapp, cMe HaMOMHUTH. [Tt MeHst OyayT XOpOIr
BCE METO/IBI, KOTOPBIE IOMOTYT BBHIITOJTHUTH MOIO 33Ja4y. A MOs
3aJjaua — COXPaHUTh BaIllly KU3Hb U KU3Hb BAIIUX MPUOJIMIKEH-
HBIX 1aM. Hac 34ech cMinkoM Masio, a B CEBEPHBIX JIbJax JIETKO
MOCKOJIb3HYThCA. {1 mpeasiaraio Bam MPOTSHYTh PYKY yHaBILIEH U
BBITAIIUTh €€, HE JaThb MPEBPATUTh €€ B CIIENOE OPYAUE IMPOTUB
Bac. I Tem caMbIM IMPOTUBOCTOATb. . .

— Moewmy Bpary, — npoutenraia Jlerra, cxaB KyJIaku.

— Iloka einie He Bpary.

— borock, 4To 13, U yKe HUYEro He UCHPAaBUTh, HUKOTAA, —
HEMTPUMHUPHMO CKAIUCh TYObI TIPHHIIECCHI.

— Torna Bam TeMm Oosiee HYKHO AepkKaThcs 3a JT0OYI0 HUTOY-
Ky, JaKe 32 TaKyl0 THUWIYIO, Kak Jiend Mapuesna. [Ipossure mu-
JIOCEpAME, Ballle BBICOYECTBO. A 'y MEHS MOSABUTCS IIAHC CHATD C



Hee MPUBOPOT, €CIIU €l1lle He MO3AHO.

IIpuHuecca 3anymanacs. He BpeMsa u He MeCTO NpPOSABIATH
ropapiHIO. Benb B Hell TOBOPHUT HE peBHOCTD (OBLIO OBl K KOMY
pPEeBHOBATh!), a BCEro JIMIIb YsA3BJIEHHOE camolioore. A yx Ha-
CTyHath emMy Ha ropso Jlerte He BIepBO# C TAKUMU-TO CTapIlIU-
MU CECTpaMu, Kak y Hee. I moBopaumBaTh CUTyalMi0 B CBOIO
nonb3y. [aBHOe — SIppeH eit HyxeH. U ecim eMy noHago0mIach
3a4eM-TO Harjasi u OecuecTHasl JIeBHIIa OJNAarOPOIHBIX KPOBEW,
TO He Tak ¥ Benuka 1ieHa. W Jlerra He OyneT BBIIISIIETh B IJ1a-
3ax npuHUa Mruaupa B3g0pHOM 1 MCTUTENBHOU ropassukon. OHa
IPOSIBUT MY/IPOCTh, MMJIOCEPAUE U JOCTOMHCTBO.

— Xoporuo, ¢pwep Upaapu. { nonbITaioch.

% %k ok

[NMokmHYB puHIIECCY U, KaK BCEI/1a, 3a0bIB OTYUTATHCS O TIa-
Hax, BONpeKu TpedoBaHuio BuoneTtsl, SIippeH oTrpaBuiics K Bbl-
xony u3 OamHM, HO Obul niepexBaveH Jjeau Mcabens. Hecmor-
ps1 Ha MEpBYIO NOMOIIb, OKa3aHHYI0 KanaapoMm, riaza neByniek
HETPEPHIBHO CIE3WINCh — JaXEe IPUITYLIEHHBI KPYIHBIM Te-
JIOM APAaKOHbEW HAHBKU CBET BCIIBILLIKY OCJIETWII UX.

— Yrto 370 OBLIO, Pbepp Mpnapu? — NpuiioKUB JaJ0Hb K TO-
KPacCHEBIIIMM TJ1a3am, cripocuia jeau Mcaders.

— DUX0 pacliayiviach, — ckasai SppeH, He MOKPUBUB HU CJIO-
BOM.

— A, Tak 3T0 cpadoTaia Ballia 3aluTa OT Ype3MEPHOTrO YPOBHSI
maruu?

— MoxHo U Tak cKkazarhb, — cornacuics ropert. He ods3atensao



camMoMy JiraTh Tam, IJie pajibl 0OMaHBIBaThCs O€3 ero OMOIIIH.

— A noroeop Haum?

— Hamumu. Ho, yBbl, 91X0 IUTaeTCsl Maruen.

Hcabens onyctuia pyky. ['71a3a 10xaHKHA M3yMJICHHO OKPYT-
JIWJIACH, a CJIE3UHKA MTHOBEHHO BBICOXJIM.

— Marnueckuit foroBop. .. ucues? 1 uro teneps Oyaer?

— Huyero crparmHoro. Eciu nonagoourcs, 3arpedyeM KOIUIo
U3 KOpOJIeBCKOU KaHienasipuu ['apaapyHra. Minu U3 umnepckon
KaH1esnsipud. Ho noka He By HEOOXOAMMOCTH KOTo-JI100 Oec-
TTOKOUTD.

— Be1 nipasst, nopn Upaapu.

— Pap B3aumononnmanmio. I1o3BojibTe BaC OCTaBUTD.

IOxaHka mpoBoauMIia ropua 3aAyMUYUBbIM B3IJISIIOM.

Tak e 3agymMuuB ObUT B3I MoTdaBoro Kanmapa.

SlppeHy MOBE3I0 ¢ HAMTAPHUKOM — TOT HE 3aJaBaJl JIUIIHUX
BOIPOCOB. Bripouem, mutaaiiero jopaa M YMCTOKPOBHOIO pU-
9HA TIPOMHCTPYKTUPOBAJ HAa STOT CUET caM KOpoJib Pobepr, sicHO
0003HAYMB, YTO YKCTOTA KPOBU M POJIOBUTOCTH €r0 MHTEPECYIOT
B [OCJIEHIOI0 OYEPEe/b.

dnermaTnyHbIN Kak TeHb KaHgap v He ocnapuBaj, OH CHO-
KOIHO MPUHSLT JIUJIEPCTBO MOIYKPOBKH, HO SIppeH CIMIIKOM Ya-
CTO JIOBUJI TpUMAacy OOJIM Ha JIMIE TOPIa U HEKYIO TIOTYCTOPOH-
HOCTb B IJIa3aX, CBUJIETEIILCTBYIONTME 00 OOICHUY HallapHHUKA C
JyXaMH pofia.

VBBI, 3TH NIITMOHBI HUKOTIA HE CIIAT.

B tom, uro Kangap uepe3 n1yxoB 0 KakAOM HX IIare AOKJa-



asiBaet CoBery J10paoB besnbix rop, noyryKpoBKka He COMHEBAJICH,
HO TOKA 3TO UTPAJIO EMY Ha PYKY.

7Kanb Tonbko, ¢ KoposeM ['aprapyHTa HEBO3MOKHO BBIMTH Ha
CBSI3b Yepe3 ITOT KaHaJl, ¥ Ha Mpu3bIB uepe3 PobepToBo KoOJbII0
JIsiipuH, yHacne10BaBILIUI TPOH, IOYEMY-TO He OT3bIBaJIcsl. Mo-
KeT ObITh, HACJICTHHK eITle He OBJIaJIeNT IIOJTHOM CHIION OTHEHHOU
marun? He Bce ke cpasy.

C stumu meicnsamu SIppen noOpasics 10 yacoBHU Be3biMsiH-
HOT'0, JITIMBIIENCS K TOCTEBOMY KPbLITY, ITPOIIIeS K JITAPHOI Ya-
CTU Y TIOJHSJICS 1O OOKOBOM JIECEHKE B 3aaJITAPHYIO YacTh, TJie
CTOSITM YaHbI C BOJIOW JJIsI «kHEMCCAKAEMbBIX» XPAMOBBIX Yalll.

— Bxonu, OyaHbINA ChIH, — MPUBETCTBOBAJI €TI0 CBSIIIEHHUK B
TEMHO-CHHEM MOHAIIECKOM OalaxOHe C TTyOOKHUM KaITOIIOHOM,
CKPBIBABIIIMM JIUIIO.

— Bbl oniaTh MeHsA ¢ KeM-TO cyTaiu, ppap*. 4 oxunan yBu-
JIeTh 3/1ECh CBOETO CIIYTY, a HAIlesl O0KbEro.

## * pap — oOpaienne k MoHaxaM be3pIMSHHOTO.

— Bce MBI O0XbH CITyTH, UIMEHHO CITy)KeHHe JefaeT Hac Opa-
ThSIMU BHE 3aBUCUMOCTHU OT pachl 1 Marun. Yyno 6oxue B enu-
HEHUHU 10 IyXY, a He 1o KpoBu. Pa3Be Tede 3T0 He 3HaKOMO, y4e-
HUK BelipusHa? Pa3Be Thl He Bepulllb B TO, YTO BCE OO — Opa-
Ths1 U CECTPBI?

—I'xMm... 51 661 mocnopwit. MiHave mpuaeTcst mpusHath Bee Opa-



KU HE3aKOHHBIMU U 3aIPETUTh UX KaK KPOBOCMECUTENIbHBIE, UTO
IIPUBEJET K BHIPOXAECHUIO yesoBeuectsa. Ho A npumen clona He
JUIS1 CIIOPOB, A 34 3HAHUEM U COBETOM.

— Bernomy napeBudy noHajoOoUsICs COBET HUUTOKHOTO MOHA-
xa? Heyxenu Tel MeHs nociyiaenib? — ObIpKHYI CITYKUTEb.

— Ilo MeHbIIEM Mepe NMpUCITyIIACh, ecnn yeabiy. Ho cHa-
Yajia MHE HYKHbI 3HAaHUSI.

— He xouy Te6s1 oOHanexuBath. MHe He JO3BOJISIETCS] XOIUTh
JaJipllie TocTeBOW OartHu. Pazymeercs, B 1iensx Moei xe Oe3-
ONacHOCTH. MHOIO JIM 3HAET 3alepThli B YACOBHE MOHAX ?

— MHoro, eciii OH — UHCe, CHOCOOHBIN CIYIIATh BOAY. A eciiu
BCIIOMHUTb, YTO JIeJ] — Ta € BOJA... TO NOYTH BCE.

— Tc-c! Tuxo! — MOHax AepHYJCs, HEPBHO OIVISIHYJICA U elle
ryOXke HaTSHYJ KamomioH. — HeBe:KeCTBeHHBI MaJTbuMIIKa,
HHKTO He CIIOCOOEH CIIBIIIATH JIbjIbl, OHU HeMble! A BOfy... Jac-
XU HE IJIYTILbl, OHU HE MOJIb3YI0TCS ECTECTBEHHBIMU UCTOUHMKA-
MU B CBOMX JJOMaX, a OepyT TOJIBKO BOY, TIPOIIIEANTYI0 00padoT-
Ky ¥ Maru4eck oTpmibTpoBaHHy0. Ecim Obl THI moTydwm Ma-
JI0-MaJIbCKOe 00pa30BaHKe B JIOME CBOETO OTIIA, TO 3HAJ Obl, UTO
TaJible BOJbl HE MH(POPMATUBHBI, 4 KUIISTUYEHBIE — MEPTBBI.

SppeH ObICTPO OIMYCTWI B3IVISA, YTOOBI MOHAX HE 3aMeTHII
MEJIKHYBIIETO B HUX Y/AWBJICHUSI.

— IIpoctu Moe HeBexecTBO, (ppap. Thl — EpBBIN UHCEMH, C KO-
TOPBIM $1 TOBOPIO O TallHAX 3€JIEHOW Maruu.

— Ho 1 MepTBbIil MOXET 3arOBOPUTD, €CIIA BEPHO TO, UTO IO-
BOPAT O TEMHBIX, — MOHAX MOXJIonal fIppeHa no rueyy.



— To ectpb, uncelt u3 pona Temubix Bon crocoOeH cliblaTh
V3MEHEHHYI0 Boa1y?

— Jla, HO HE B €€ TBEP/IOM COCTOSIHUY U HE TaK SICHO, KaK CUJIb-
HBII 3eJIeHbIi Mar CIbIIUT py4ybd U peku. [a u molble mpume-
CH 3arIyHIAloT SI3bIK BOI. BUHO, OTBAaphl U HACTOM MAJIO YTO CKa-
KyT gaxe ceiy Temubix Boa. Ho s momory te6e, uem mory. Uto
UMEHHO TeOs1 MIHTEpeCyeT, [lapeBuy?

— A — muagumii topn, Upnapu, gppap, — nonpasun AppeH. —
A uHtepecyer meHs umrieparop Cesepa. Bee, 4to Tel MOKelb
pacckaszaTh 0 HeM ¥ ero Maruu. Bce cuiibHbIe U c1aOble CTOPOHHI.
W 0coOGeHHO — OTBET Ha BOMPOC: MOYEMy OH MOT' BO3HEHABU/IETh
JEBYILIKY, KOTOPYIO BUJIEJ IEPBBIM pa3 B )KU3HU?

— MurepecHsbiii Bonpoc. Ilocne ckaHganbHOW TOMOJBKH 00
9TOM ceryac BCS CTOJNMIIA EMYeTCs.

— W1 xakue BapuaHThl?

— Hukakux. HUKTO TOUHO HE 3HAET, 4YTO MPOUCXOAUIIO U TIPO-
MCXOJIUT 3a JIBepsSIMU CHaJIbHU UMIIEpAToOpa, HO Ha JIOAsAX AJdp
Bcer/ia ObLT BEXKJIMB C JKeHIMHaMu. [lotoMy Bce 3amMeTuiu, 9to
OH CJIMIIKOM. .. IPUCTPACTeH. ECTh JUIIb MPeanoaokeHusi, YTO
JIeJI0 He B IEBYIIIKE, a B CaMOM UMIIepaTope. [ oBOpAT, OH CXOOUT
¢ yma. Bce-Taku Tpucra jieT — OOJBIION CPOK Aaxe JJIsl Mara.

— ECTb BEpOATHOCTD, UTO OH MOTEPSIT MYKCKYIO CHITY, OTTOTO
u OGecurcsa? OpeitvHa, MpoBeAIas ¢ HUM HOYb, OCTAJIACh JeB-
CTBEHHUIIEH.

— Ta oHad negu yxe He aeBcTBeHHUIa. OH ot ee cBoeMy
BEpHOMY IICy U najadyy Pepanapy.



—Yro? Korga?

— Yac wim nBa Hazan. Y cracats ee yxe MO3aHO, CbIH BOJ,.

[NocnenHioo pazy ciykUTeb CKa3all yke B yCTOTY — SppeH
BUXPEM YHECCs U3 YaCOBHU, €/IBa HE COPBAaB JABEPU C METeb, C
TAKOW CUJIOM UX CTBOPKHU CI'POXOTAJIA O CTEHHBI.



I'naBa 4. Taiina Adpa

CHeXHBII TIOpTal JOJKeH ObLT MEepPeHecTH uMIepaTopa B
3aMoJISIPHYI0 PE3UCHIMIO €ro CTapileil JovepH, Terepb yxke
OwbIBIIICH Jienu-ipoTekTopa. Ho yxke uepe3 mapy ceKyHi YTO-TO
TIOIIO He TaK. AJI9p, CTYIUB B IOPTaJI, MOYyBCTBOBAJ UyIOBHIII-
HYI0 OOJIb TTO]] JIEBOH JIOMATKOM, CJIOBHO B CITMHY BITUJIACh 3Mes
Y BOT-BOT IMPOTPbI3ET IJIOTh JO JIEASHOTO Cep/lia jacxa.

B ymax pa3zpuacst CBUCT, B KOTOPOM AJI3p € TPYIOM pazodpat
MpUKa3s.

N yxacHyncs.

OH, cuuTaBIIUics cuibHeUIMM MaroM CeBepa U OIHUM M3
JIYYIITUX MaroB Mupa Daybp, ObLT MOWMaH, KaK MbIIITb.

Ero Bpar ¢ JIerkocTeio JOCTaJl UMIIepaTopa He rae-HuOyab, a
Tam, rjie JI00H CUUTANICS B MPUHIIAIIE HEYTIOBUMBIM — B CHEX-
HOM TOpTaJie, BO BpeMs MepeMeleHns] CKBO3b TKaHb Mupa. B
MOMEHT, KOTOPBIA He CMOT ObI OTCJIEIUTh HUKTO, KpoMe Oora.

Kak 310 BO3MOXKHO?

OcnenurtenpHas O0Jb TMINANA pa3yMa U CUJl. AJI9p HEBEPOST-
HBIM YCUJIIEM BOJIM COXPaHsUI COHAHUE U TO JIUIIb TIOTOMY, YTO
3HAJI: Marvs mnoprajia, He yaepKuBaeMasi pa3yMoM, YObET ero B
MTHOBEHHE OKa.

Bce, Ha 4TO OCTa10Ch CHJT CaMOro MOT'YYero jlacxa Cpeid Ku-
BYIIIUX — 3TO MOCJEJOBaTh MPUKA3y U MEPECTPOUTh MOPTAJ MO
HOBOMY ITyTH, KyJa TOJIKaJIa IyJIbCUPYIOmas O0JTb.



Bnagpika CeBepa okazajcsi B TOW CaMOU JJOJIUHE MEKAY Jie-
JSIHBIX CKaJI, TA€ ABECTH JIET Ha3a 1l COBEPILMI CaMblil THYCHBIN U
OMEP3UTEbHBI PUTYAJT B CBOEH TOT/IA €lIe IOHOM KU3HU.

Putyas, KOTOpBIi Aa1 eMy Bce, YTO OH TOXkeJIasl, U OTHSLI BCe
OCTAaJILHOE.

Tam, B MEPTBOM JOJNMHE, CPEIM HETJIEHHBIX 3aMOPOKEHHBIX
TPYIOB XepTB AJapa, B mosyBepcTe OT pydexa TeMHoli cTpaHsl,
Ha pyWHAxX JIpEBHETO aJITapsl JIACXOB, Pa3pyIIEHHOTO U OCKBEP-
HEHHOT'O €ro PyKaMu, J1aJI TOT, KOr0 UMIIEpaTop HEeHaBH/IEN Ja-
e OOJIbIIIE, YEM CaMOoro ceOsl.

AJ3p BRIBAMJICS U3 TIOpTaJia KYBBIPKOM, KakK O€3BOJIbHASI CO-
JoMeHHas Kykja. Eciy Ob1 KTO-HUOYIb U3 ero MOAJaHHBIX YBU-
JeJ1 er0 B 9TOT MOMEHT, HUUTO He CIaciio Obl €ro KOpoHy, Aa U
JKU3Hb.

Ho 3a mo3opHbiM majeHueM Biaabiku CeBepa HaOmonana
JIMITII TIapa HACMEIITMBBIX 3€JICHBIX T71a3 MYKUYMHBI B ITIEJTKOBOM,
HE 0 CeBEpPHOMY KJMMary, yepHoM Tuiame. OH cuyien Ha 00-
JIOMKeE aJyiTapsi, 3aKMHYB HOTY Ha HOTY U IMOUTPbIBasi TOHKOM TPO-
CTBIO C POTraThiM KOCTSIHBIM HabamnjanHukoM. Ha ero y3kom -
1€, OCBEIIICHHOM 3BE€3[IJaMH 1 CUSIBIIIUMU B HeOecax MOISIPHBIMU
CUSTHUSIMU, WT'pajia Takas pajoCTHasl yJbIOKa, Kak eciu Obl ee
o0JaiaTeb yBUIE J0JTOX JAHHOTO, CAMOTO JJOPOTOTO €ro Cep/-
Iy TOCTS.

Aap erie ¢ MUHYTY JieKas riepel HUM HUYKOM, KaK Mpe3peH-
HBIA pad, OOpsICh ¢ OMYpSIOIIeH OONBIO MO JIEBOK JIOTIATKOK.

— He cnpitity TBOMX NPUBETCTBUM, CEBEPSIHUH, — HAPYIIMJ



BEYHYIO TULLIMHY HaJ KPACHBIMU OT KPOBY HETAIOILMMHU CHETaMu
HErpPOMKMI U TIPUATHBIH, CJIOBHO TEIUIbIN Oapxar, rojoc. — Yro-
TO Thl CETOAHSA HE TAK BEXJIMB, KaK B Hallly NIEPBYIO BCTpeuy. A
BeJlb KaK Thl MEH$ 3BaJl Torja, kak moawi! 3adeu1? Hy 1 namsrsb
y Te0s1 HUKy/pIIHast. Bcero-To 1BecTH JjieT nporio.

— [IpuBetcTByIo TeOs1, A3apxapT, — IITyXO BBIAABUI AJIp.

VYnan oH HeynavyHo, JIMIOM B YbU-TO OCTaHKH, W TEpE €ro
1a3amMu Oeesia OTOpBaHHAas U CJIerka MorphI3eHHask KUCTh TOH-
KO JKEHCKOU PYKH.

Yro k TEMHBIE €€ HE 10 KOHLA COKPAJIN? — TOMOPLIWICS UM-
neparop. Morim Obl 1 puOpath 3a coOol movuiie. XoTs, KO-
HEYHO, EePTB TYT ObLJIO CTOJIBKO, YTO JIa)ke TEMHbIE TBApH Ipe-
CBITWJIUCE.

B anHanax ucropum Ta HOYb, CIYYMBIIASACA JBECTH JIET Ha-
3aj, 3anucana kak Tparenusa [uxopckoro IIpopsiea. M HUKTO He
Y3HAET, YTO IyTh TEMHBIM OTKPbLUI HUYTOXKHBINA MJIAIINI [IPUHIL
AJ3p, B KOTOPOM 1 MarMK-TO MOYTH He Obl10. HUKTO He morama-
€Tcsl, C KAKOIo yXKacalolero MpeaaresibCTBa HA4aJIoCh €ro Kpo-
BAaBOE BOCXOKAECHUE K TPOHY.

C tex nop B JIMXOpCKyIo AOJMHY HE BEJla HU OfIHA TPOIa, Tyja
HE MOT OTKPBITbCS HU OJUH NOpTaJl. TOJNBKO IO JIMYHOMY ITPH-
ITTALIEHUIO TEMHOT'O BJIAJBIKH.

— He Tak, pa6! — TpocTh B pyKax caMoro KyTKOTrO B MHpe
Dabp CyIIECTBA CO CBUCTOM pa30pBajia BO3AyX M OOpYyLIMIACh
Ha CIIMHY JIEKAILETO.

— IpuBercTByI0 TeOsI, TOCMOANH! — TMOCTYIIIHO MOJBHIIN Oe-



Jpie TyOb! nmriepatopa CeBepa.

— Bcerans.

HeBuumasi 3mes1, noceauBILAsCs Ha CliMHe AJdpa ¢ TOM Mpo-
KJIATOW HOYM, pazxkaia 3yObl, U O0Jb OTCTyNHUJIA.

Jlacx ¢ Tpyaom NONHsIICS HA YEeTBEPEHbKH, HO TPOCTh CHOBA
yIiepJiach B €ro Iiedo, B OMAacHOW OMM30CTH OT IIEH.

— Hocratouno. Tak u CTOii, UMIIEpaTOPUIIIKA, [TOKA HE JOJIO-
KUIIIb, TOYEMY JIO CHX TOp He MPOBeAeH TBOW OpayHblid pUTYya
¢ nouepwio Pobepra. M nmprurHa nomKHa OBITh OUeHb, OUeHb Be-
COMOM, Appp.

Ero ums TeMHbII IPOpPhIYaJl C TAKOM CUJIOH, UTO IIE-TO HETIO-
JaJjieKy TpecHyJ1 OOJIOMOK anTapsi M OKATHIIUCh MEJIKUe Kamelll-
KM, a JKEHCKasi KUCTh Mepe] Ia3aMu Ajapa JIporHyJia U Iole-
BeJIMJIa NTAJIbLIAMM.

Ho TpexcoTieTHril uMnepaTop yxke He TOT BIeYaTIUTeTbHBII
IOHEIl, ero TAKMMHU KOIIMapHeHbKUMU 3(peKTaMu He HamyraTh.

— IpuuuHa npocTa... rocnoguH. Y Moei HeBeCThl ITyOOKUi
Tpayp MO JIOOMMOMY OTILy, TOTHOIIeMy AecsTh AHel Hazad. B
JHU Tpaypa y JIo[ei He UrpaloTcsi CBaJbObl, a Kpelibl B XpaMax
He OJ1arocyIoBJISIOT OpaKH.

— Kakas uymp! C kakux nop Te0si OCTaHABIMBAIOT KaKhe-To
TITyTIble TPAIUIY HUYTOXHBIX moauinek ? [locneansis mormsITka
OOBSICHUTh, CEBEPSIHUH, WX Thl Oyelb Haka3aH, — A3apxapT
HAKJIOHWJICS BIIEpe]], JIOBKO MepeBEepHYJ KOHIIOM TPOCTH KEeH-
CKYIO KUCTh, U TETIEPh €€ MaJIbIIbl C BHE3AITHO OTPOCIITUMHU OCT-
PbIMU KOT'TSIMU HALIEJIMJIUCh B I71a3a J1acxa.



Amp, nonb3ysichk TeM, 4To TeMHbll Biiajblka HE BUAUT €ro
JIMLIA, TPEBPATUII KOXKY B JIEASHYIO MAacKy, TOHKYIO, HO IIpOYHee
craym. HenpusaTHo, KOHEYHO, eciii Tebe HAuHyT IJ1a3a Bhillapa-
IIBIBaTh, HO HE CMEPTEJIbHO U JJaKe HE OMacHO. BoT 3mes nop Jio-
NaTKoM — 3TO ropas3fo xyxe. Ho oH *KUBeT ¢ Hell y:ke ABECTH JIeT,
NIPUTEPIIEICS.

— MeHs1, KOHEYHO, BPsiJ JIU OCTAHOBMIIM Obl KAKUE-TO CTPaH-
Hbl€ TPAJMILIMM PAaBHUHHBIX JIIOAEW, — TOPOIUIMBO CKa3ajl OH. —
Ho 3a ux cobmoieHneM ciieiaT 1Ba rOpHbIX Mara. Becero nBa, 310
TOXKe He TIpodiemMa, — ellie ocrerniHee J00aBI AJdp, U pBaHyB-
HIMECs K HEMY KOT'TH 3aMEpJIY y caMblX I71a3, €/jBa He Nolaparas
JIMH3BI JIeJAHOU 3aIuThl. — Ho Marmyeckuii JOroBop He N03BO-
JIMT B3SITh HEBECTY CUJION, a JieBKa ynopcryeT. OueHb HaOOX-
HOM OKa3aJiach, B OTIMYKE OT €€ CTapILIMX CEeCcTep.

— ThI pazyumsicst cCOONa3HATD KEHIIWH? — YAUBUIICS TEMHBIH.

— Jlait MHE HeJielTo, U 51 MOJIOKY €€ Ha CBOE JIOKE U BBIIIOJIHIO
HAIII JIOTOBOP, OTKPOIO TeOe MyTh BO BOPEIL, YUTOOBI Thl BOCTIONb-
30BaJICS PABOM IIEPBOM HOUM.

— W mpaBoM BTOpOW HOUH, ¥ TPETHEU HOUH, ITTYIIBIN CEBEPHBIN
Harnenl. [lo Tex mop, noka gous PoGepra He moHeceT OT MeHs
cbiHa. S nam tebe Henenmo. — TpocTh onmycTUIach U OTIIBBIPHYJIA
KYCOK KOI'TMCTOM MEPTBOM IUIOTH OT Jmua Aispa. — Ho Tel uc-
KyNUIIb BUHY. Thl JOJKEH CAeaTh BCE, YTOObI BHIMAHUTBD K ceOe
HOBOro Koposs ['apnapynra. Kak MoxHO ObicTpee.

— Ilpunna Jlsiipuna?

— Yxe xopous JIsupuna.



AJap He ynepxkacs, BCKUHYJI U3yMJIEHHBIN B3I/ CIUIITKOM
HEKHO, JIACKAIOIIe TPOU3HeC A3apxapT uMs HacieaHuka Pobep-
Ta. A Ha JMIEe YyJOBUIIHOIO BJIQJABIKM MEPTBBIX MPOCTYIMIIA
HeBeposATHAS YJIbIOKA.

WiMniepaTop orycTul BCIIbIXHYBIIMMA B35, TeMHblid He 101-
JKeH TIOHSITh, YTO BBIIAJ ceOs 1 Jajl ceBepsiHMHY Hagexay. U ka-
Kywo! Yyzneca ciydalorcs, €Ciid O HUX HEITPEPhIBHO MOJIUTh JIBE-
CTH JIET.

— 4 mpuraman ero, — NOKastHHO CKazajl OH. — Masibuuiika
OTKa3aJicsi IpuOBITh Ha CBAILOY CECTPBI BCE M3-3a TOTO ke Tpa-
ypa 1o otity. M otnmcas, 4To He of0OpHUT OpaK, 3aKTI0YEeHHbIH
BO THU cKopOu. M peOGeHOK, poKIEHHbIN B TaKOM Opake, He I0-
JIY9UT OTHEHHOE OJIarocyioBeHMe.

— Bor kak? 9710 To4HO JI3upuH Hanmcan? Pa3ee He ero npo-
HBIPJIMBBIN COBETHUK Tapp3? — MoKa3ajl TEMHBIM CBOIO NIOTpsICa-
IONIYI0 OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTh. — BripoueM, MeHs yxke He 0co0o0 Oec-
TIOKOWT 3TO OTHEHHOE OJ1arocIOBeHUe, CEBEPSHIH.

— TeGe yxe He HykeH Aap OTHs, CMEIIaHHBIA C TBOEH Kpo-
BbI0? — KaK MOXKHO PaBHOIYLIHEE OMHTepecoBascs Amp. Mor,
KAKOM MYCTSIK, HE CTOAIIMIA BHUMaHUSI.

— Thl 5xe He qymaelb, YTO TBOW OpaK C pABHUHHBIM IIHITUICH-
KOM — €IMHCTBEHHBIN /7151 MEHSI CIIOCO0 MOTYyYUTh TO, UTO HYX-
HO? — A3apXxapT CKy4alolle OCMOTPEJI CBOIO IPaBYIO PYKY, LIEJIK-
HYJI IAJIbLIAMU JIEBOM, Y €70 CMEPTOHOCHASI TPOCTh IPEBPATUIIACH
B MUJIOYKY AJ1s1 HOrTeil. MM TEMHBIN U 3aHSICS MEXKY JEJIOM,
MOKa OVIH U3 CWJIbHEUIIIMX U OMACHEUIINX BJIAIbIK MUpa Dajbp



BAJISUICS y HETo B HOrax. — TBOsI HesKHast IeBOYKa C (PUATKOBbI-
MM TJIa3aMHU — TeTNlepb BCETO JIMIIb 3anmacHoi xof. [loatomy Thl,
HAPYIIMBIIMIA CPOK HAILlEH CEJKH, eme uB. M Oynens KuB u
3[0POB ellle HeJIesTi0. A MOTOM. .. YTOBOp, KOJUIera, TOpOoXe Ku3-
Hu. Eciu ynpaBuiibest, oy dui, oT MeHs1 OOHYC — TPYIT TBOETO
mobumoro ceiHa. W nenail ¢ HIM 9To XOYelb.

— Parapa? — mporrentan Anp BHE3aITHO CEBITMM T'OJIOCOM.

— A y 1e04 ecTb ellle JTIOOUMBINA ChIH?

— OHu Bce MI00UMBIE.

— KakoB nuiemep, mensmernt! — Azapxapr I'yJIKO pacxoxoTali-
csl, CIpATa MUIKY B KapMaH M BCTaJ C KaMHsI, MONTypacKphIB
KPBUIBSI.

AJ3p ycnien 3aMeTUTh, YTO OTHO KPBUIO BIIAJIbIKU CJIOMAHO, He
roBOps1 yke 00 hX 0OIIeM MOTPEeNnaHHOM BHIE. A KpbUIbs Mara,
BUJIMMbIE VI HEBUAUMBIE, — 9TO €ro CUJIA.

Tak BOT mouemMy TeMHBIN IIPU3BaJ [IAPCTBEHHOTO pada K OTBe-
Ty HE Ha CJIe[IyIOIYI0 HOYb MOCIIe MPUOBITHS BUONETTHI, a TOJb-
KO cefiuac, Korja oIrpaBuiICs mociie cxBaTtku ¢ Podeprom u Ge-
JIOTOpLaMHu — JoTaacst Aap.

Bot nouemy u ceituac TeMHbIN HE OOPYIIUI CBOU I'HEB Ha 3a-
KJIEMMEHHOTO €ro nevarbio ceBepHoro mara. Ceituac Ansp emy
HE 110 3y0am.

Wmniepatop enpa caepskai JIMKOBaHHUE.

Ho Azapxapt Bce-Taku nouyBcTBOBaI. Kiieiimo nop jonaTkoi
CHOBA TIPEBPATWIOCh B KaJlo, B PaCKaJIeHHbIN SITIOBUTHIA HAKO-
HEYHHK KOITbSI.



— OcropoxHee, ceBepsAHHUH, — A3apxapT YCMEXHYJCH, a
B3MJISAJl €T0 HEYEJIOBEUECKU SAPKMX 3E€JICHBIX IJIa3 CJIOBHO MW
00JIb JKepTBbl M Hacnaxkaascs. — S emle He noBepxkeH. TemHas
CTpaHa BCe ellle 3[1eCh, Ha CEBEPHOM 3eMJIe, a MOsI [IeYaTh €llle Ha
TBOEM TeJie, elle KOPMHUTCSI TBOEH Kaxk /01, aTYHOCTHIO U CTpa-
craamu. Jlaxke TBOEH 370U PagoCThiO B 9TOT MUr. Thl Moii pad,
rinyrniert. Tel MOT TOOPOBOJBHBIN pad, uTo rTyno BaBoitHe. Ho 310
ObLIT TBOU BBIOOP. §I HUKOTJa HUKOTO HE IPUHYKIAIO.

— Heyxemu? Tol u Buonerty He Oynelis NpUHYKAATh CIIaTh
¢ T0O0#?

— Her. D10 cnenaems 1ol 111 MeHsd. JleBouka JOMKHA cama
Jeub ¢ ToO0i, TouHee, co MHOU. Henens. [Tomuu.

B rnazax ummneparopa noTeMHesI0 OT OCTPOro MPUCTyIa HEHa-
BUCTH, U TUIEBATh HA Pa3IMPAIOIIYI0 OOJb.

Koria HeHaBHCTh CXJIbIHYNA, AJI3p OOHApPYXWII, YTO OCTasl-
cs1 onuH. Ecnu He cuutarh HenmorpeOeHHbIX OCTAHKOB JIIOAEH U
JIacX0B, OEJIbIMU MATHAMU YCTUJIABIIUX KPACHBIN CHEr. BoT yke
JBECTH JIeT JiexkaBImx nop 3Be3namu Cesepa. HemorpeOeHHbIe.
HeorommeHHbIE.

A Beop AzapxapT U €ro KHs3bsl CHELMAIbHO OCTaBWIM 3TU
omMeTKH 110Th. Ha nonryio namars Aiapy. TemHbIM HU4YEro He
CTOMT CHATH KYIIOJ C IPOKJIATOrO MECTa, X TOrAA MPECTYIJICHNE
MUJIQ/IIIEro MpuHIA Adpa Oy/IeT sIBJICHO MUPY U JI0Ka3aHo.

Cun Ha opTajt He OCTaoch: A3apxapT, yXo/s, BbIIIAJI Yepe3
nieyath OCTaTKy. VI HAMOMHWMIT, KaKuM c1abbiM ObUT AJTI9p B UX
NepBYIO BCTpedy. Mnm 3T0 3710CTh U HEHABUCTD MEPEXKIIIN Uep-



HBIM OTHEM Maruyeckue KaHajbl. .. imneparop He xoten pa3ou-
paThbCsl ¢ MPUPOION MarmuecKoro ucromenus. OH OpeJ, CroThI-
KasiCh O KOCTH, TIOKa He ynai. M ToibKo Toraa oOHapysKul, 4To B
Kpayl ero ofiesiHAs1 BUETIMJIACh Ta caMasi )KeHCKasi KUCTh, OH y3HAJI
€€ 10 KPUBBIM KOI'TSIM.

«Tpl Mep30cTHas TBapb, A3apxapT», — OILyMaJl CEBEPSHUH,
Cpe3aB KMHKaJIOM Kpall AParoleHHoW TKaHh. OCTOpPOXKHO IO-
JyMaJl, 3ar1ylIuB HeHaBucTh. He u3 Tpycocty, a U3 nparmaru-
Jyeckux 1iesierd. Kak-To Hamo BeIOMpaThes u3 JoaMHbl MEPTBBIX.
Jlomnbl ero mepTBOM coBecTH. JlosmHbl ero rpexonaneHus. Ero
MPOKJIATHS.

JIBECTH JIET €TO CEepLE JIEKUT 31ECh, CPEANA MEP3JIBIX OIPhI3-
KOB IUIOTH, CPeId OCKOJIKOB anrtapsi. Tam, rae oH B 0e3yMHOM
TI0 CBOEH KECTOKOCTH pUTYyaJie Mpu3Bal A3zapxapTa, JOOpPOBOIIb-
HO CTaJ ero paboM 1 yOuJI CBOETO eIMHOKPOBHOTO Opata, YToObI
3a0paTh y HErO OrOHb Maruu JIACXOB.

... HUYero He Nnoyy4YnioCh.

«[lozxe, manpuuk. Bee Oyner, HO MO3%e», — YCMEXHYICS TO-
raa AzapxapT B OTBET Ha €r0 pa304apOBaHUE.

Her, TemHblii ciepxasl CJI0BO: 3a0paJt CThI U COBECTh BMECTe
C KMBBIM CEpALIEM M B3aMEH JaJI CBOK CUJIY XWJIOMY IOHOILE,
JBAJLIATOMY B O4€peu K TPOHY, IIOMOI CTPEMHTENBHO COKPa-
TUTb IyTh K KOPOHE U CTaThb €AMHCTBEHHBIM HACIEJHUKOM TPO-
Ha.

Ho marum nacxoB, HEOOXOIUMOM JIJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI CTaTh UM-
nepaTtopom, y Aiapa He CTajio OoJbIIe.



U TonpKO OTOM, CIYCTA ABAJLATH JIET, XJIbIHYJIa Marus, CJIOB-
HO peKa MpOopBajIach 4epes3 IVIOTUHY. AP CTajl MOJTHOLEHHBIM
CMHMM MaroM, M y4acTb OTLIa-UMIIEPATOpa U CEBEPHOM KOPOHBI
Obl1a pellieHa 3a OJHY HOYb.

[Tocnie 4ero B nociaaHusAX TEMHOIO MOSBUJIOCH SI3BUTEJIBHOE
oOpallleHre «KOJIjIera.

A eme no3xe APp y3Hal, 4TO Yy HOJIYKPOBOK PEAKO, HO
ObIBaeT no3jHee MpolyxaeHre Maruyeckoro orss. [losnHero,
HO M3-32 HAKOIUIEHHOT'O MOTEHIIMAa HEBEPOSATHO SIPKOT0, — Kak
JIECHOU TOXkap, JOJTO TVIEBIIHMIA B TTyOMHE TOP(SHUKA U BIPYT
OrPOMHBIM (paKesIoM BbILLEIIINN Ha TOBEPXHOCTb.

To ectb, MHOTOTBICSTUHBIE 5kepTBbI [lnxopckoro ITpopsiBa Obl-
JI HaIlpaCHBbIMHU.

Ho TemHbIii Biajiblka B OTBET HA UCTEPUKY €Il MOJIOOTO U
IJIYIIOT'O J1acXa TOJBKO PAaCcCMEsUICA M HAIIOMHWI, YTO pedb LUIa
JIMIIB O BJIACTH, U €€ AJI9P MOJIYUYWI, KaK ¥ IOTEHLIAJI BEJIUKOTO
mara. He cam nap, He MCKpy, KOTOopasi Bce-Taku O0XKECTBEHHOTO
MIPOUCXOK/ICHHUS, & TOT TOP, TOT KOPM, O€3 KOTOPOro He BO3TO-
puTCs MIams.

M HEeBO3MOXHO AOKa3aTh, YTO YECTOMIOOMBBIA CEBEPSHUH
okazasicsi oOManyT. CaM BUHOBAT.

JlykaBast TeMHast TBapb! — CKpHITHYJ 3y0OaMu MUMIIEpATOp U
BCTaJI C KPACHOTO CHEra.

Cula MoHEMHOTy BO3Bpalllajiach, HO MOPTAJ €Ile paHo OT-
KpbiBath. Y Bnasipika CeBepa HarpaBUJI MBICITH Ha OO{yMbIBaHUE
IJIAHOB MECTH.



CeronHsi OH y3HaJl KOE-4TO Ba)KHOE HACTOJIBKO, YTO B IPUCYT-
CTBUM Bpara MoCTapajicsi CKPbITh MEJIbKHYBILYIO MbIC/Ib OT Ca-
Moro cebs1. Tenepb ke MOHEMHOTY, CIIOBHO BBITPABIMBAJI CHACTD
IPY JIOBJIE PBIOBI, TPUOTITYCKA IIIUTHI.

3nauur, JIsvipun?

JIsiipun. MntepecHo. Ho... Han stoit 3aragkoit Amsp Oyaer
JQyMarth MO3Xe, 32 3aKPbITHIMU ABEPSAMHU CIIAJIbHU B 3ALIUILIEHHOM
Bcen cuion CeBepa aBople. A He 37ech, B pe3ujeHunn Azap-
XapTa, B HarlOJIHEHHOW CMEPTHIO U OXpaHseMON ThbMOU JOJIUHE,
yke He MpUHaJIekaIleldl MUPY KUBBIX.

Ckopee 0b1 BepHyThcsl. Kyna on cooupasics? [Iposeaars 3em-
i [Monynoun? IoTpsictu cTapeiiiH ¢ ux 6eCKOHEYHBIMU 3aro-
BOpamu?

Iozxe.

HyxHo Bo3Bpamiarecs Bo asopell. Ha nepBom mecre ceituac
crpontuBula Buonerra.

CTouio BCHOMHUTh XOPOIIEHbKOE, JbIIIAIIee KU3HbIO JINUK-
KO IIPUHIIECCHI, CBEPKAIOIIME HErofloBaHWEM (pHajIKOBbIE I71a3a,
KaK KyJaKd UMIIEpaTopa HEMPOU3BOJIBHO CHKAUCh OT OECCUTb-
HOW SIPOCTH.

Bced aByxcoteTHss moTas HEHABUCTb K A3apxapry, KOTOPYIO
AJ13p He MOT BBIIUIECHYTh Ha TEMHOT'O BJIAJIBIKY, HAIlIa HOBOTO
anpecara — cnaylo 4eJI0BeYeCcKyIo IEBYIIKY, axe Oe3 Maruu.

Wmneparop Hu4ero He Mor ¢ coboii nogenarb. CTomio emy
YBUIIETb TapAapyHTCKYIO pO3y, Kak OH MPEJCTaBIIsI UX MEPBYIO
Houb. Ee, 0OHaKEeHHYIO TPETIeTHYIO AEBY, HA IMITEPATOPCKOM JIO-



K€ W... YEPHOBOJIOCOTO 3€JIEHOINIA30r0 MYKUMHY, pa3JBUIal0-
IIEr0 HOTM HOBOOPAYHOM Y BOH3AIOIIETOCS B €€ MSATKOE, HeXKHOE,
ropsiuee Tesno. A cam AJdp co 3Meell Ha 11ee BMECTO paOCKOro
OLLEMHMKA CTOUT B CTOPOHKE U CMOTPHT, Kak TEMHAas1 TBapb NUMe-
€T €ro I0HYIO JKEeHY, U Ta CTOHET MOJ APEBHUM, HO TaKUM OXO-
YUM JI0 YYKHX XKEH 3eJIEHOITIa3biM crnactomoonem. M Tak kax-
JYI0 HOYb, TTOKa HEHABUCTHAS U3MEHIIUIIA HEe TIOHECET TEMHOTO
peOeHka.

OT OmHO¥M MBICTIM O TAKOM YHWXEHUU AJBpy Xodercs: you-
BaTh.

CMsTh, U3/IOMaTh U PACTONTATh MAPHIUBYIO TapAAPYHTCKYIO
po3y.

Ecmu Obl He iprKa3 A3apxapTa JKeHUThCSI Ha JTI0OOH U3 J1oue-
peli THUJIOTO, XOTh ¥ OTHEHHOTO KOPOJIsi, AJT3p Obl HUKOT/IA AaXke
HEe MOCMOTpeJ1 B UX CTOpoHY. OHU BCe XyXke TaJION IPsI3U MOJ ero
HOT'AMHU.

U oH Teprieth He MoxeT po3bl! U pranku. Yto Takoe JooObie
YeJIOBEUECKUE IIBETOUKHU MO CPABHEHUIO C U3BICKAHHOM KPaco-
TOW JIACXMHb WM C Oe3yNnpeyHOCThio BepraH? OcoOeHHO, ero
Haiinbl. BoxkectBeHHO npekpacHor Haitbl.

Kak xopor1io, 4to oHa He BUJIUT, KAKUM OH CTaJl.

U kaxkum ObLT Beeraa.

KpoMe Tex HECKONBKHX MECSIIEB CYaCThsl, KOrga OH ObUI C
Hel.

Am. .. BoneHo. JIo cux mop 60JIbHO Tak, YTO Y OKHUBIIIASI
3MEeUHasi 11e4aTh MOJ JIOMATKOW KakeTCs JIETKUM IOLIETyEM.



AJI3p BCTPSAXHYN pyKamMM pa3MUHAst MX U PacChiliasi CBepKa-
IOIMe CHHUM CHEXWHKHU, B300pasiCs Ha OOJIOMOK CKaJIbl U ellie
pa3 ¢ BBICOTHI OIJISAIEST MEPTBYIO JIOJIMHY.

HexopoIlio ocTaBisATh KOCTH HEMOrpeOSHHBIMHU. DTO KaK-TO
YK CJIMIIKOM JIae JUIsl TAKOro OeccepiedHoro OTMOPO3Ka, Kak
Amap. Jla m MepTBbIe MAJIBIIBI HOPOBSIT BHIKOIYIIATh COPUHKU U3
IJ1a3 BMECTe C TJ1a3aMHu.

Yro k. Pa3 yx ero crona nmpuTammim, Kak IeHKa Ha MOBOJKe
U JKECTKOM OILIEMHUKE, TO OH, MOXaJIyid, HAraJuT B XO35WUCKUE
TaITKH.

Uepes nomuaca cam AzapxapT He Harles Obl JOIMHY MEPTBBIX
Cpeny pOBHOTO, KaK KaToK, JISASTHOTO TUIATO, BHIPOCIIIETO Ha Me-
CTe IIETKH OCTPBIX JISSHBIX CKal. JIMIIIb B cCaMO# cep/IlieBUHE, B
HEeOOJTBITIOM KOTJIOBAHE OCTAJICSI pa30UTBIN anTaphb M KOJIBIIO 00-
HAKEHHBIX KaK KOCTU CKaJl, TPOMMTAHHBIX KPOBBIO M TBMOW 10
camoro KopHsl. [TocreiHee CBUAETENBCTBO 30esTHUNA AJapa.

* sk ok

Bo aBopenr 3Be3nibl AJI3p BEpHYIICSA TOJIBKO K HOYM U Cpazy
no3BaJi BepHoro 1nica Pepanapa, 66CCMEHHOTO UCTIOHUTEIIS Te-
HEBBIX 3aMbICIIOB camojiepkia. Hajno 610 paspadorars 1UiaH,
Kak cjioMath ynpsiMmoe oTpoabe Pobepra — akkypaTHO, He BHI3BaB
rHeBa besnbix rop.

Cam ummneparop aaxe IymMaTh HE MOT HaJl TOH MPpoOIeMoi,
I71a3a cpasy 3acTujia JukKas Apocts. Bor ®epanap mycts u gyma-



€T, Y HEro 1Mo 4acTH KOBApCTBA, KECTOKOCTU U TaWHBIX 3J101es1-
HUI 1a)ke AP MOT Obl TIOYYUThCSI.

KakoBo e ObIIO yIMBIEHUE, KOTIa KaMmeprep JIOMOKUI, YTO
MMIIEPAaTOPCKUH Maj1ay, TalHbIi COBETHUK U JIEBasi pyKa HaXo-
auTcsi B 6€CCO3HATENIbHOM COCTOSTHUM !

— Io kako# npuumnne? 3a605e1? YIuics B yCMepTh «KOPHEM
conHua»? Wnu, 4to coBceM HEBEpOSITHO, MEpeycepaCTBOBA B
nocrenun? S eMy ceronHs Kak pa3 Noiapuil CBOIO HAJIOXKHUILY.

— He ynasioch BbISICHUTD, Ballla MHOTOJIUKOCTb, — OKJIOHUJICS
kameprep. — Ero Haiuii efisa )xuBOro B TOM COCTOSIHUM, B KOEM
OH JIO CUX TIOp U IpeObIBaeT.

Kawmeprep oTBes1 IporHyBHIMIA B3MJIsAL, U AJIDP MOHSI, 4TO
€My JOJIOKEHO He BCE.

— I'oBopu! — mpopsryan oH. — I'ne Ham?

— Mou umneparop. .. B noranou sime nozagu Kyxsu. I'-roso-
ro.

Branpika CeBepa He MOrHyIascsi HaBecTuTh Oose3Horo. M-
TU NPUILIOCHh B LIEJIMTENIbCKUE NaJlaThl, IJe UMIIepaTopa, pasy-
MeeTcsl, HUKTO He *kJaJl. IleperyraHHas cujesnka npoesa Io-
JIYHOUYHOTO TocTsl K OOJbHOMY, M AJISp Ha MUHYTY 3aCTbLl, B
HEMOM HM3YMJIEHUH pas3Iiisi/ibiBasi paciyxiiee, 0arpoBoe, Mecra-
MU 3arMIcoBaHHOE, 0OMa3aHHOE pereHepuPYIOIUME OaTh3ama-
MU, NIepeBsI3aHHOE MOJIOTHSIHBIMU MOJIOCAMU U MOABELIEHHOE Ha
BUXPEBBIX «IIOAYILLIKaX» TEJIO Najaya.

B BO31YXE BUTAN TOIIHOTBOPHBIN 3amax JIEKAPCTB, THWIN U
MIOMOEB.



— Ilouemy ero sieqar B 3ToM Tese?

— OH He o /1aeTCcsl HaCWJILCTBEHHOM CMEHE JIMKA, — MPOILIET-
Tajla CUJIEJIKa U Mojiajia UMIIepaTopy KakOM-TO CBUTOK C 3aIUCs-
Mu. — {1 pa3OyKy LienuTes s, Baia MHOTOJTUKOCTb.

— Crynaii.

AJ3p pa3BepHYyJ XpyCTHYBIIIME B €r0 PyKe JIMCTHI, OMBITAJI-
cs1 pazoOpaTh 6e300pa3Hble KapaKy/H, HO CKOpo Opocu Oe3Ha-
JEKHOE 3aHSTHE.

Jlekappb, SIBUBIIUICS Yepe3 HECKOIBKO TOMUTEbHBIX MUHYT,
TOXE HE CKa3aj HUYero TojakoBoro. IloBpexaeHus umneparop
BUJIENT U caM, Kak (usnueckue, Tak U maruueckue. depanap,
nepBbiil Ooell Ha KyJakax, JIOOMBIIMN 3TH MPOCTOHAPOIHbIE
3a0aBbl, OBUT MOMPOCTY 3BEPCKHU M30UT. MHOKECTBO reMaToM,
HECKOJIPKO MEPEIOMOB M HABEPHSIKA COTPSICEHUE MO3Tra.

— Bce 3axuBeT, Ballia MHOTOJMKOCTb, BHYTPEHHUE OPraHbl
HE CWJIBHO 33/I€ThI, TOJIBKO... XM... HAPY)KHBIE. .. HE3HAYUTEIb-
HO... — 3aCyeTHWICS AEKYPHBIN LIEJIUTENb, CYXOHBKUI 1 HEBBICO-
KM JIACX C TYCKJIBIMU OT YCTaJIOCTH m1a3aMu. — Ho Boccranas-
JIMBAThCS Balll. .. KXM... COBETHUK OyzeT nonro. [lapy mMecses.
He 3Haro, Kak, HO y HEro cJIOBHO Obl OJIOKMPOBaHA BO3MOKHOCTD
CMEHBI JIMKa. Marndyeckue KaHajibl 4eM-TO OYATO 3aKyIIOPEHbI.

«CIoBHO 0bI», «OyATO» ... YTO 32 Jiener!

Koneuno, Anap Haiizer 6e3ymua, k1o 310 caenain. Ho ®depa-
Hap HyxeH ceituac! Henens, uro nan emy A3zapxapr, — CJIMILIKOM
MaJiblii CPOK.

— MakcuMasnbHO YCKOpb PEreHepaluio, — pacropsiAnIC UM-



nepatop. — JloHopoB npusieku. CunbHeiiux jacxoB. Ho cHu-
MU 0510ku. MO¥ COBETHUK JOJIKEH MOHSITHCS 32 TPU JTHS.

— HeBo3moOxHO, Meccup! — yKacHyics JieKapb.

— Ecnu 17151 Te0s1 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO, 3a4eM Thl MHE HYXeH? —
npouenui Asp, U JieKapb MOJ €ro TSKEIbIM B3IJISIIOM 3aXpU-
niest. CJI0KHO ABIIATh 3aMOPOKEHHBIMUA B MIHOBEHHE OKa JIeT-
KUMH.

Jlacxa cnacio TOJBKO TO, YUTO Y HErO-TO CIIOCOOHOCTDb K CMEHe
JMKa He OnokupoBaHa. Llennrens KOMbIXHYIICS B BO3AYXe U OCe
K HOram AJ13pa CBETAIIMMCS TOTyOBIM CyTpOOOM C TPSCYIIIAMCS
OT CTpaxa JIeJsTHbIM rpeOHEM.

— Beinonusit! — Besnen Bnaapika Cesepa.

Cyrpo6 o3apwiicsi KpaTKOW BCTIBIIIKOW 3pUMOM peuH, TOJI-
TBEPWII, UTO MPUKA3 OyJeT UCTIOTHEH.

AJ3p yke Hayajl CTPOUTh MOPTAJl, HE MENIKOM e BO3Bpa-
IaThCsl B TOKOM, HO €r0 OCTAHOBUJI POOKHUI IIENOT HEeTUTeNs:

— A ¢ TpynoOM JIEBYIIIKM YTO JI€1aTh, MO UMIiepaTrop?

— Kaxkou geBymkn?

— OpeimHbl Bareit HeBecThl. Crziesika 0OHapyXuiia ee B Jie-
4yeOHMIIEe HEe3a/10J1r0 JI0 TOro, Kak ObLT HaiijIeH TOCIOIMH COBET-
HuK. KTo npuHec ee u kak yMyapuiics MPOMTH MUMO IOCTa OXPa-
HbI, Hen3BecTHO. CUTrHAJI 3aIUTHI cpadoTall ¢ oro3ianreM. Bme-
CTO CUTHaJIa BbI30Ba, KaK Mbl OHSIW. MBI iesiayid BCe, 4TO MOT-
JI, HO OHA BCETO JIMIIb YEJIOBEK U CKOHYAJIACh OT BHYTPEHHETO
KPOBOTEUEHHUSI.

— Ona Toxe Obla n36uTa’?



— Ee 3Bepcku HacuioBasu, Baiiia MHOTOJIMKOCTb. HO B Held Mbl
OOHAPYKWIIM TOJBKO. .. — JIACX 3aITHYJICSI, HO PENIUTEIIHHO TPO-
JIOJIKWIL, — ceMsl Balliero copeTHuka depanapa, v Ha ee KOxe cie-
JIbl TOJIbKO ero Maruu. Kak ¢ ero nocsieaHei xeHou, MON TOCIO-
JIVIH, — B TJIa3aX LeUTeNs1 O71eCHY YKOPU3HEHHBIN OrOHEK. — MBI
OTHECJIH €€ Ha JISJIHUK TP JIeYeOHHIIE.

[onyyanack crpanHas kaptuHa. KTo-To yTamun y majgava ero
KEPTBY, TAHKOM MOAOPOCUJ TIEJTUTENISIM, BbI3BAT UX YKE YXOMs,
a MoTOM OT Qylu otaenan HacuibHUKa? Kto n 3auem? U kak
CYMeJT CITPABUTHCS C MOIIIBIO UMITIEPATOPCKOTO TIca, Mepe]] KOTOo-
PbIM TperneTaiu Jake MOTYIIECTBEeHHbIE CTAPEUITUHBI?

— Enre koMy-HUOyIb ceromHs TpedoBaaach MOMOIIIb IeJIiTe-
neun? — cpocui Anap.

He mor xe ®epanup nmo3BonuTh U30MThH ceOs1 Kak OeCroMOIII-
HOT'O MJIaJIeHIIa. 3HAUHUT, €CTh ellle Kak MUHUMYM OJIH TOCTpa-
nasimil. Ho ckopee Bcero Ha COBETHUKA Haraiy IPyIoi.

— Her, Bamma MHOTOJIMKOCTb, OOJIbIIIE HUKTO HE OOpariacs.
Tak Kyna Tpyn-To geBarb?

AJ3p xoTes ObLIO MpHKa3aTh, YTOObI TOKOWHUITY COPOCHIIU B
MOTWJIBHUK JIs1 HEOTTO3HAHHBIX JIIOJIEN, HO BOBpEMsI BCIOMHMII,
grto siein Mapriena Oputa nognanHou ['apgapyHtckoi koponsl. U
MPUIETCS MIPUILYMbIBAaTh, YTO K€ C HEW CIIyUUJIOCh U TIOUYEMY.

Kanb, yto BeIMaHWTh JI3MiprHA Ha TaKyl0 BO BCEX CMBIC/IAX
JIOXJIYI0O TIPUMaHKy He TMOJy4uTCs. A BOT MOTpenarh HEXHbIe
HEPBBI TPUHIIECCHI. . .

OH ycMexHyJIcs ¥ TOTpeOoBasl MOKa3aTh HECUACTHYIO KEPTBY



moOBu nanaya Pepanapa. Hamo orieHnTh 00bEM padOTHI.



I'nasa 5. Caaakui UK MOHOTI'OJINMKOI'O

Chavasa Jlerta ¢ HepBHOW JPOXKBIO kKJjajla HOBBIX KaBep3 OT
xeHnxa. Ho oH otcyTcTBOBas Ha obese u yxuHe. [la u HayTpo
€ro Kpecjio B Tpare3Hou MycTOBaJIO, YTO HE MOIJIO HE PaJOBaTh.
Cepredko NpUHIIECCHl OKUBUJIOCH KaK Cajl [0 BECHE.

Ona fake Hauasa ysapl0aThbes 3a CTOJIOM, 3Hasl, KaK yKpariaeT
y/biOKa ee OnenHoe, 3a0bIBIlee O CONMHIIE JMYMKO. W KpacHyio
pBIOY Teriepsb e1a 6e3003HeHHO, TOTOMY UTO MPHHIT IrMHup Kak
Obl MeXk Iy POYMM, B CBETCKOH Oecelle, 3aMeTHII, YTO B priOe co-
JepaTcsl BellecTBa, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIME YMY M aMsTu. Bpsin
yZactcsi OBICTPO MOYMHETh, YTOOBI IOKOPUTD CEpALe HACIeJHU-
Ka, HO HUKaKUMH CPEACTBaMU NpeHeOperarh He cTouo. Jlerra
xoTesia ObITh B MTPEKPACHBIX I71a3aX MPUHIA CAMOM-caMoil — Kpa-
CUBOU, YMHOM, TOCTOMHOM !

W1 Benp moHMMAaa, 4TO 3a Mapy HeAeNb He HaBEPCTaelllb, HO
OHa OYeHb crapasack. [Ipocuna y mpuHUa KHUATU 1O UCTOPUU
CeBepHOl UMIIepHH, CTapaTebHO pa3dupajia pyHHOE MUChMO,
IpaB/ia, He BCerja MOHUMAask CMBICH ITpounTaHHoro. Y rorga no-
SIBJISITICS TTOBOJI, MUJIO KPAcHesl, CIIPOCUTh O HEMOHATHBIX €H Tep-
MUHAX 32 Tpare30i UK Ha MporyJke no asopiy — Pamacxa B3sut
Ha ce0s1 Tpy[] TO3HAKOMUTD OyIyIIyI0 Mayexy ¢ KOJJIeKI1e pea-
KOCTEH.

Ona mJ1es1a OT HeXXHOCTU U BOCTOPTa, CITyIIAasi €ro MPUSsITHBIN,
DTyOOKHUH M TYCTOM KaK HOYHOE MONsIpHOe He0Oo, TOJI0C MoTpsica-



o1Iero Temopa, yMesno Urpaloiiuil MOLYJISIIASIMUA U TIOTyTOHA-
MH.

O, 5T TaliHBIE UCKYCCTBA JIACXOB!

To 3pumas peus, mpeBpaiamias TbMy HeOec B 3aXBaThIBAIO-
1y deepuio, B My3bIKy IS IJ1a3.

To ocsi3aeMbIi, Kak MTPUKOCHOBEHHUE, TIOMYIIETOT.

Ona TOMUJIaCh OT TUICHUTEJIBHOTO OIIYIIEHH S, CJIOBHO 3BYKH
€ro rojoca Kak JIaCKalolie Najiblibl JOTPAruBajIkch A0 ee yIlew,
JIaHuT, ycr. Jla uro Tam ryosl, ecim 3ByK Ero ronoca tporai ee 3a-
MUpaoIee OT HeKHOCTH U yMUparoliiee oT crpaxa cepaie. Ctpa-
Xa, 9TO KTO-HUOYIb 3aMETUT €€ UyBCTBA, €€ CMYIIIEHHBIN pyMsi-
Hell, ee B3MJIsIbl YKPAJIKOW, ee TOMJIEHHE.

OcobeHHO TsKeNo ObUIO B Tparne3Hou, Koraa npuHi Uruaup
B OTCYTCTBHE MMITEpaTOpa JUIJIOMATHYHO Opast Ha cebst 00s13aH-
HOCTH XO35IMHA pa3BJieKaTh Oece/lon OTIOBCKYIO HeBecTy. Korna
COTHHM YY)XUX IJ1a3 JIOBUJIM KaX[IbIil UX KECT,  CTOJIBKO ke UyT-
KHX YIIed — KakJ0€e CIOBO, YTOOBI JJOJIOKUTH TIOTOM I'PO3HOMY
CEBEPHOMY BIIAJIBIKE.

Ho mnammas npunnecca [apmapyHTa BeIpOCia B TaKOM Xe
SITIOBUTOM KJTyOKe JBOPIIOBBIX TQ/II0K, & KaK U3BECTHO, siJI, MPU-
HUMaeMbIil TOJaMHM B MeJIbUaMIMX /033X, yXke He CIocoOeH
OTpaBUTh. JleTTa ymena AepkaTb HEMPOHUIIAEMOE JIUIIO U JIOBKO
NPUKPHIBaTh POT OOKAJIOM MM CaIPeTKOM, YTOOBI PUIBOPHBIC
YMeJbIIbl YUUTATh 10 Iy0am He pa3oOpaliu CJIOB.

Kyna cBobonHee OblJI0 Ha IPOTYJIKaX, KOT/Ia MPUHIIA U TPUH-
IIECCY COMPOBOK AN TOJIBKO JIBA TEJIOXPAHUTEJIS, JIACX M TOPEIl,



Ja napa (ppeisivH, TAKTUYHO CJIEJI0BABIIMX B IISTH Il1arax 3a Clu-
HAMU IJAPCTBEHHBIX COOECETHUKOB.

Ho Ha Tperuii neHb, Korga Jlerra pemmia, 4to uMIeparop
CMUPUJICSI C OTCPOYKOM, 3a0blT 00 «0O0yUYeHUN» HEBECTHI U 3a-
HSUJICSl BaXHBIMM TOCY/IaPCTBEHHBIMU JI€JIaMU, OH HEOXUJIAaHHO
MOSIBWJICSI M3-3a IIIUPOKOY KOJIOHHBI B MOPTPETHOM rajepee, rie
Pamacxa paccka3sbiBas1 Oyayiiein Madexe NCTOPHIO pojia.

AJPp OKMHYJI IPOH3UTEJIbHBIM B3[JISIIOM MWIYIO NApOuKY,
u Jlerte, okamMeHeBIIel OT yKaca, MOKa3aJloCh, YTO UMIIEPATOp
yXe JaBHO HaOMomaeT 3a HUMHU. MaJo Toro, oH yxe 000 BceM
Jorajiajics, — Takas sI3BUTENIbHAsI YCMeEIlIKa UCKPUBHJIA ero Oe3-
yIpeyHble I'yObl.

— Bort BHI I71e, MO# BO3IIOOIEHHBIN CBIH ¥ MOSI JIOpOrasi HeBe-
cra! — AJI3p MPOUTHOPUPOBAJT OCTAJIBHBIX, CKIIOHUBIIMXCS B MO-
KJIoHe. — IruHup, Thl MOXelb UATH. MHe TOHEC/U, 4TO Thl TPU
JHS MaHKHUpYellb ePeroBOpaMu C MocjiamMu Lapuibl TeMHBIX
BOJI. DTO HEJIOMYCTUMO. 3aliMUCh MU HEME]JIEHHO.

Pamacxa nonpomancs ¢ JIertol nmo4TuTenbHbIM KUBKOM U
BBIPA3UTEIbHBIM, TIOJIHBIM JIOCAJbl U OECHOKOICTBA B3IJISIOM.
Hocanpl! — B3noxHyna Jlerra, BnosnHe ee pasnenssiias. becro-
KoiicTBa! 3HaUMT, OHA eMy He Oe3pa3auyHa?

Ho npuHIiecca omycTuiia pecHUIbl, U CYACTIMBBIN OJiecK ee
r71a3 yBUjIE] TOJBKO Y30puaThiii MapKeT U3 YHUKAJIBHOTO JIeJ0-
BOTO JIepeBa.

[Ipenarenbckoe AepeBO OTPA3KUIIO U XMILHBIN B3IJIs1]T UMIIepa-
TOpa, HO TIpUHIIeCca B 3iihopur He oOpaThiIa Ha HEro BHUMA-



HUs1. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €€ MPOMAIIKYy MOKHO CIMCATh HA PajloCcTh
BCTPEYM C KEHUXOM IOCJIE €r0 TPEXJHEBHOTO OTCYTCTBUS.

EnBa HacneqHUK Mcyes3 B OpTajie BMECTE CO CBOMM TeJoXpa-
HUTENEM, UMIIEPATOp MOMNbITAICA U30aBUTHCS U OT SppeHa:

— JlroGe3Henmmid. .. Kak Bac Tam... Muaamui jgopa Upnapu.
OcraBbre Hac. Co MHOU U (pperIMHAMM MIPUHIIECCA B MOJHOU
6e30MacHOCTU. 3aiiMUTECh MPOBEPKOM MOAAPKOB I10 CITyYalo Mo-
MOJIBKM Balllei rocnoxu. Kak MHe crano u3BeCTHO, OHU 10 CHX
Top J1aXke He pacrakoBaHbl. Bonmioree nmpeneOpexeHue!

I'open pacipsAMWI TUI€YHM, HO CMUPEHHO OITYCTHJI B3ITISAA,.

— Baiie MHOrOJIMKO€ JIEIENIIIECTBO, TOAAPKAMU B JAaHHYIO MU-
HYTY 3aHMMAaeTCsl MOM HanapHUK. BaBoeM B Takoll KpOXOTHOM
KOMHATYIIKE, [JIe OHU CJIOKEHBI, HaM Jjake He moMecTuThes. [1o-
TOMY C ITO3BOJIEHUSI MOEH T'OCIIOKH, s OCTAaHYCh IIPY HEW M MOMX
HeNnoCpeOCmeeHHbIX 0OSI3aHHOCTSIX.

— AL .. — COPBAJIOCh HATYPAJIbHOE 3MEUHOE IIUIIEHUE C
3aJIe[IeHEeBINMX OT THeBa ryo rocynaps. Harner He moquuHwMiics
€ro npukasy!

Ja ere u mo3Bonua cebe OCKOpOUTEbHBIE HAMEKU Ha CKY-
MIOCTb KeHMXa, 3a0paBIIero JIbBUHYIO JOJTIO TOJAPKOB B CBOIO CO-
KPOBUIIHUILY | 3aMETUJT UMIIEPATOP U JOBOJILHO CBEKUE IIPAMBI
Ha KOCTSIIKAX MaiblieB U ckyie Sppena. Ho 310 Mormm ObITH
criesibl Kaballkou Apaku, 0 KOTOPO Apy TOke MOKJIadbIBAIIH,
a He n30OmueHus ero rca Pepanapa. [la Takol MOJIOKOCOC U HE
CripaBwWJICS ObI C IEPBBIM KYJIAYHBIM OOUIIOM CEBEPHOM CTOJIHIIBL.

— 51 ObI xOTena cama pacropsiKaThCsl CBOEH OXPaHOH, Balla



MHOT'OJIMKOCTb, — B3/IEpHYJIa MoA00poaoK Buonerra, rsis npsi-
MO B TIOO€JIeBIIME T71a3a KeHUXa. — 51 TIOHOCTHIO JIOBEPSIO BaM,
HO YyBCTBYIO ceOsl yBepeHHee, KOrjia MoOJIM30CTH Te, KOTO BbI-
OpaJ erie MOU OTell.

AJdp HanloMHMUI ce0e, YTO Y Hero OcTajach Jaxe He Heleds,
a BCEro YeTBepo CYTOK, U MOJABUJI pa3ApaxKeHue.

— Kak xouernib, oporasi, — UMIIEpaTop B3sUI PyKy HEBECThI U
raJaHTHO TOLEJIOBAJT KOHUYMKU TasiblieB. Ml MOYyBCTBOBAJI, Kak
OHU 3aJIe[ICHENI B €r0 XOJIOMHOM pyKe. — MeHsl paayerT, 4To Thl
TIOCITyTITHASI U TIpeJJaHHAas JI0Yb. 3HAYNT, CTAaHEIIb TAKOH JKe T0-
CITyIITHOM ¥ BEPHOM JKEHOW. DTO Jake XOPOIIIO, UTO 37eCh CTOJb-
KO OecripucTpacTHbIX cBujeTesnen. 1 xoren npuHecTu Tede u3-
BUHeHUs. Sl ObUT HeMoO3BOMUTENBHO TPYO U Haryras Tedst. Ho Thi
cama cTajla MPUYMHON MOEN HECAEPKaHHOCTH.

- A1?

— Mory 06bsicauth. — IMniepatop, He BbIITycKasi pyKH JIEBYIII-
KM, TIOBEJI ee K JIaJibHeMy BbIXOy w3 ranepen. — Korga s te0s
YBHJEJI, TAKYIO HEKHYIO, IOHYIO, CBeXYIO. .. Thl Tak TIpeKpacHa u
’KEJIJaHHA, YTO KaXKIbliA Yac OTCPOYKM HAIero Opaka Jisi MeHs
CTaJl MBITKOW. § HEe PUBBIK K OTKa3aM, 3Haelllb Jiu. 5 Gecuicsl.
3nmuics. Buzgets 1 He uMeTh. Bocxuimarbes u He oOmanars. [1pu
TIOJTHOM TIPaBe Ha TBOIO OJIM30CTh — CTPAJIaTh OT TOTO, YTO ThI TAK
najeka. .. $1 comen ¢ yma, BIIOOWICS KaK MaJTbuuINKa !

Jlerty monavasy O6ui1 03HOO, HO € KaXK/bIM I1arOM e — O 4y-
10! — CTAaHOBWJIOCH Terliee, U IaXke XOJOIHAS KaK Yy TPYyIa UMIIe-
paTopckasi pyKa Hadaja sIBCTBEHHO TBUIATh )KapoM IO Mepe TO-



0, KaK OH FOBOPWJI, KaK pacna’sijics €ro rojioc, a Kaxj0e cJioBO
Kak Oy/ITO IO CTPACTHIO.

— Ilpoctn meHs, Mos npekpacHass Buonerra, MO HEXHBIN
IBETOK, — AJI9p OCTAaHOBUJICA y OesIof MOIyNPO3pavyHON ABEpH,
MIOKPBITON JMBHBIMU Y30paMH U CHOBA TOJTHEC €€ PYKY K Ty0am.

Jlerra BckpukHyna. Koxy 000KIJIO Kak OT MPUKOCHOBEHUS
packasien”oro yris! Ho oH ke mar jbaa u xonopaa! Kak Takoe
BO3MOKHO?

— IIpoctu, npuHuecca. § onsATh MO3BOJUI BHIPBATHCS MOUM
gyBcTBaM. COBCEM UyTh-4yTh. X0OUY, YTOOBI ThI 3a0bLJIA, UTO HAIII
NPEe/ICTOSANIMIA Opak — JIMIIb KOPOJIEBCKask OOSI3aHHOCTD, a 5 —
HaBsI3aHHBIN TeOe BoJiel oTia MyxuuHa. Jlail MHEe BTOpO# IIaHC
HauaThb Hallle 3HAKOMCTBO CHa4yaJla M 3aBOE€BaTh TBOE CEPALIE, MOsI
IIpeKpacHas Jama.

[IpuHLIECCa OLIEIOMJIEHHO OKpPYIJIMJIA [Ja3a, U AJI3p MOHA,
YTO J1a)Ke 3Ta IIIyMbIIIKA HE ChECT 3 OIUH Pa3 CTOJIbKO MAaTOKHU.

— Bariia MHOTOJIMKOCTb. .. BHI. .. BBI 3200J1eT1 ? — IpoJiereTaia
JEBYIIIKA, CIBUHYB OpOBH, HO €€ B3I TYT e 3aCBETHJICSA TO-
HYMaHKEM, 2 MUAJIEHBKOE JIMYMKO 03aPUJIOCh YIIBIOKOM, KOTOpast
0e3yMHO el 1IJ1a. — AX J1a... MHOTOJIUKOCTb %ke!

JlerTta GecroMoIIHo OrisiHy/1ach Ha (PPEIIIMH, HE TOCMEBIITNX
cyefioBarh 3a HeH, B omnune ot SppeHa. [lomykpoBka ocraHo-
BUJICS BCE TaK K€ B ISITH I1arax, HAXMypPEHHBI, HANTPSKEHHBIMH,
TOTOBBIN K JII000OW HEOKUIAHHOCTH.

Wmnepatop mnepexBaTWil ee B3MUIsL] HAa TEJOXpaHUTENIsl U
CKPHITHYJT 3yOaMHu.



— Bce-taku on?

— O yem BbI?

— OH — TBOI1 BO3/I00IEHHBIN ?

— He ockopOnsiite mensi, muiiopa! Bbl TONbKO 4TO mpocuiu
MPOIIEHUS], U 5 ellle Bac He MPOCTUIIA.

— IIpoctu 1 3a 310, MOS1 PO3a, — PBAHO, C MPUTBOPHBIM CMHUpPE-
HUEM B3JIOXHYJ AJI9p, MOAYMAaB, KaK ke MpaB MPOKJISTHIN A3ap-
XapT, OH IEUCTBUTEJIBHO pa3yunsics cOONas3HATh AeByIiek. Heib-
3s1 IIyraTh HEBUHHBIN 1IBETOYEK CTOJIb SIPOCTHBIMU MOPbIBAMU. —
Borble HUKakux nmogo3peHnil, HUKOI/Ia.

— MHe HeJlerko MoBepUTh BaM.

— ITonumaro. 4 3aBOIOI0 TBOE TOBEPHE.

— A Maprena? OHa no-nipexxHeMy Oy/eT Ballleid HATOKHH-
ueu?

Wmniepatop caepskas JIOBOJBHYIO YABIOKY: MPHUHIIECCA cama
3aroBopuIIa o ObIBIIel (ppeiirHe.

— O, Her! Hukakux HanoxuHun! [IpusHatock, s1 ee He Tporai,
JIVIIITh XOTEeJT MOAPA3HUTh TeOs, BBI3BAaTh TBOW PEeBHOCTH. Jleau
MPUHSLJIA OTCTABKY U 3aXOTEJa BEPHYThCS HA POJIMHY, K OTIy. S
ee cpa3y OTITyCTWJI, €1l TPH IHs Ha3a[l.

Kpaem maza Jlerra 3ameruna, Kak gepHysics SppeH, orpu-
LATEeJIbHO KA4YHYJ TOJIOBOM, a €ro JIaJJOHH CKAIWCh B KYJIAKU.
CrpaHHOe OECITOKONCTBO OXBATUJIO MIPUHIIECCY.

Kycas ry6s1, oHa cnipocuia:

— Korja BukoHnTecca yexana u kak? [Tocon 'apgapyHTa Hrue-
TO He TOBOPWIT 00 ee OThe3Ie.



— MwMmmm. .. He unTEepecoBascs, HO y3Halo, ECJIM HYKHO, — UM-
nepaTop MaxHyJl PyKOH, CJIOBHO peub IIUIA O IyCTSTYHOU Oe3jie-
aymke. — Ho MHe He HpaBUTCS, 4YTO Mbl TOBOPUM O KaKMX-TO MO-
CTOPOHHMX BEIlaX.

Jlerra c0BHO He yciblaa.

— Yenosek — He Belb. BepHure ee, Baiia MHOTOJIMKOCTb. Bbl
Be/lb MOKETE OTIPABUTH CPOYHOE MOCIAHKE ITOCTOBBIM? Bpsizt i
Mapiiena goGpanack 10 rpaHuiisl 3a 310 Bpems. [Ipomry Bac!

— 3auem?

— 41 He cepxxych Ha Hee. [l iein ee cTatyca OyzieT mo30pom
BEPHYTHCS BOT TaK, CJIOBHO OCTJISIHKA, BOMPEKH Ipucsre. 51 3Hato
€e OTLIa, OH O4YeHb cypoB. CeMbsl ee He MPOCTUT. A 5 HE XOuy,
9TOOBI €€ KMU3Hb OKA3aJIaCh CJIOMaHa U3-34. . . U3-32 OIHOW-ETUH-
CTBEHHOU OIIMOKHU.

— Tonbko paau Bac, MIJIEAMN.

C pyku ummeparopa copBajach paaykHas NTHUIA, B3MbLIA
1oJ; CBOIbI U B3opBajiach 3 eKTHHIM (heriepBEPKOM, pacriaB-
IIMCh HA COTHM IOCJIAHWM, CTPEJIAMUA METHYBIIIMXCS B CTOPOHY
okoH. Yepes mur Bce HEOO 3a OKHAMM 03apUJIOCh, CJIOBHO B30-
w10 conHue. iMneparopckoe rnopesieHre MOT TPOYECTh Kaxk bl
JlacX Ha THICSTYM BEPCT.

Bechb ocraBmmiicst ieHb MMITEpaTop ObUT HEOOBIYANHO JTI00e-
3eH M MWJI ¥ HE PACCTAaBAJICS C HEBECTOM HU HA MUHYTY, MPe/y-
npex/as MaJieiiee ee keJaHue, KpoMe OIHOTO: OCTaBUTh JleT-
Ty B ITOKOE.



OH u3MeHWICA 10 Hey3HaBaeMoCTU. Vcuesnu neasHoe npe-
3peHue 1 OPe3TTUBbINA XOJIO/, PACTAs/I MOPO3HAsi HAJMEHHOCTh
U 3200/1a4Hast BHICOKOMEPHOCTD. VIMrepaTop CIOBHO MOMOJIO-
JIeJT ¥ BBITJISIZIENT POBECHUKOM CBOEMY TepBOMY HaciieHuKy. OH
IIyTHJI U CMEsUICSI, OY4apOBBIBAJI M COOJIA3HsLI, CJIOBHO HEB3HA-
Yail KacaJicsl EJIKOBBIX BOJIOC HEBECTHI, PUICP/KUBAT 32 JIOKO-
TOK TIPH JTIOOOW BO3MOKHOCTH, JOTPAruBajICs A0 PyKH U JIOOBI-
3aJ1 TOHKME NMaJIbUUKU. Bessuecku pas3Biiekan CBOIO MPEKPacHYIo
JaMy, YATajl CTUXH, Japril OucTaTesIbHbIe SKCITPOMTBI, OChITIAI
KOMIUTMMEHTAMH, UCKPWJI OCTPOYMUEM M CHSUT BITIOOIECHHBIMU
OYaMHU.

[MpuHiiecca K Beyepy U3HEMOIIa OT OOPYIIMBIIUXCS YXaKH-
BaHui. Ecii Obl OHa He ycresia HeB3/IoOUTh JKeHUXa, TO Helpe-
MEHHO BO3HEHaBHIea Obl yKe K YKUHY.

Takue mepeMeHbl Myraiu Jake POMaHTUYECKOE CEepIeYKO
10HOH JieBbl. OHAa HY Ha MUT He MOBEPUJa, YTO MOIJIA BbI3BAThH
CTPaCTh B TPEXCOTJIETHEM, C JIECATOK pa3 ’KeHATOM Mare H Ipo-
JKEHOM MHTpPUTAHE, OMBITHOM TOCy/ape, MPUBHIKIIEM Ka3HHUTh
6onee, YeM MUJIOBATb.

Camoe yxkacHOe — YeM dvarlle JIOTparuBajcs 0 Hee KeHUX,
TeM NpUsTHee Ka3aJIuCh ero MPUKOCHOBEHHUsI. A KacaJiCsl OH IO
moGoMy TMOBOIY M 6€3 OHOTO, — TO MOAAEPKUBA 32 PYKY BO Bpe-
MsI TIPOTYJIKU TIO JBOPILY, TO TIepeaBa IBETOK PO3bl B U3yMHU-
TEJILHOM II0 KPacoTe 3UMHEM Cajy, TO COOCTBEHHOPYYHO yro-
AT 9K30TUYECKUMH (PPYKTAMU M CIIAJOCTAMU, TO TOTPABIIST
HA TUIGYMKE HEBECThl MEeXOBO€ MaHTO... OH ObLT UyJOBHIITHO



n3o0OpeTaresicH!

[IpoBOAMB HEBECTY O €€ MOKOEB, UMIIEPATOP CKJIOHUJICS B
ToLIeTye HaJl €€ PyKOM, KOCHYJICSI Ha YAUBJIEHUE TOPSIYMMHU Ty-
6aMu ¥ MPOIIENTal, BbITPSIMUBIIKUCE:

— Mos nequ, s1 6marogapeH cyapOe 3a TO, YTO UMEI0 4ecTb
OBITh 3HAKOMBIM C BaMU, CAMOU M3bICKAHHOU ¥ MTPEKPACHOM po-
3011 ['apaapynra. [Ipocute Bce, UTO yrOIHO, 51 BHIIOJIHIO JIOOYIO
Ballly MpochOy, €C/IM OHA B MOMX CHUJIaX.

Jlerra onyctuna pecHunpl. «M3B0JIbTE CAOXHYTH, BALLIE MEP3-
JefecTBo!» — mogymana oHa. M yibIOHYyIach camoil poOKo#
YJIBIOKOW M3 CBOETO MPUIABOPHOTO apCceHaa:

— 51 ObI XOTeNna HaBeCcTUTh OpaTa 1 MO3PABUTh €ro ¢ KOPOHa-
1Mei, Ballla MHOroJauKocTh. Kak HUM npekpaceH u Benuk CeBep
Y €ro BJIAJbIKA, HO 51 TaK CKyYalo M0 poauHe!

B orpomMHbIX (bHANKOBBIX I71a3aX, KOTOpPbIE OHA TMOJHSUIA Ha
’KE€HUXA, CBETUJIMCh TOJIbKO BOCXUIIEHUE U HAJEKA.

LlenbIX mATH CEKyH] OHAJOOUIHCH AJISpY, YTOOBI CAEPKATh
BCIIBIXHYBIIIYIO SIPOCTb. MeTenu ero BoJIOC B3BUJIHCh, 3aUCK PUIITU
KPOXOTHBIMU 'HEBHBIMU MOJHUSIMU. HO OH Bce-Taku caepkai-
cs1, He MPUOWJT APIIIMBKY HA MECTe U MPOJIOJIKIIT Pa3birPhIBATh
BJIIOOJIEHHOTO J10 OecraMATCTBA I0HIIA.

— Mos poporas, A ke ckasal: Bce, 4To B Moux cuiax. Ormy-
CTUTH TeOs1 OT ceOs1 — BhIlIe MOMX cujl. Ho s roTOB cam oTBe3TH
te0s1 B ['apnapynr. Cpasy nocne nHaiieit 6pauyHoit Houu. Tel Mo-
JKellb YBUIETh POJVHY U OpaTa XOTh 3aBTpPa, €CJIM CErOfHs CTa-
HEIllb MOEH KEHOM.



Pyxka JleTTsl, 3aaras Mex 1y JIaJOHEe UMIlepaTopa, OHeEMeia
OT BHE3aITHOTO MMIyJibca xonofa. OHa mepecrana ee 4YyBCTBO-
BaTh.

— Bbl comtacHbl? — AJI9p CKJIOHWJICS HaJl HEW KaK KOPIIYH.

— IIpocrute, 4 He... HE Mory. Y MeHd Tpayp!

AJap pazxan JaloHd, ¥ pyKa JIeTThl BRICKONb3HYIIA U YA,
KaK MEpTBBIN 3aslll U3 XUIIHBIX KOTI'TEH.

— JKaub, — orcTpanuics myxkurHa. — Ho MoskeT ObITh 3aBTpa’?
[ogymaii, Mos1 kenaHHasi jieAu. Thl MOXelllb YBUIETh POTHOM
JIOM TakK CKopo... U s He Oyay ToponuTh TeOsi C BO3BpaIllEHEM
Ha Cesep. ¢ He 3Bepb, U s MOHUMAIO, KaK TSKEJIO U XOJIOJHO Ta-
KOMY HEKHOMY IIBETKY B HallleM KJ1mare.

OO01aB MPHUHIIECCY CTPAHHO FOPSIIM B3IJISIOM CTHUIBIX IJ1a3,
UMIIEPATOP OCTABUJI €€ HAKOHEI] B TIOKOE.

* sk ok

Hous Jlerra nposesna kak B juxopaake. To mpukasbpiBaia Te-
JIOXPaHUTENIAM U (PPEHSTMHAM TOTOBUTHCS K OETCTBY U COOMPATh
CYHAYKH, TO CAMOJIMYHO BBIIIBBIPUBAJIA U3 HUX TUIAThsI U COPOY-
KM, TIOHUMas1, 9To OETCTBO criaceT ee, Ho noryout [apnapyst. U
Opar... pa3Be OH IPOCTUT, €CJIA OHA HE BHITTOJTHUT JIOJIT ¥ HaBJIe-
JeT Ha JoM Oey?

Elle Hem3BecTHO, Kak ayKHYJIach e POJHOM 3eMJe yayIlalo-
mast 6;mm30cTh TEeMHOM CTpaHBbI, a eClId HeBecTa COKHUT, Ha TI0-
por mpuaeT HoBasi BoiHa ¢ Mimmepueii. Y1 Opat — oH BOCIIUTHI-



BAJICS JIAJIEKO B ropax, OH IMOYTU HE 3HAET HU MPUABOPHBIX, HU
rOCY/IapCTBEHHBIX jie. Jla v Marus. .. ecii Kopoiib PoOepT u ie-
pena ee, Kak JIOJDKeH ObLT, TO pa3Be 3a 310 Bpems JIsiipuH cMor
€10 OBJIAJIETh TaK, KaK BJIAJIEET CBOEH CHJION MPOKJISTHIA AJdp
1 ero crapedmuHbl? [la XoTs Obl TaK, KaK CaMBIl pacroCIieIHAN
nacx? OH He CIIPaBUTCS W MTOTHOHET.

W 4ro Toraa cranercs ¢ koposeBcrBoM? [IpeBparutcs B Oe-
JIyI0 ycThiHIO? A 4TO Oy/IeT C ee BBUKUBIIMMHU CecTpamu, ¢ ber
v bec? CtaHyT MMIIEPATOPCKUMU HAJIOKHUALIAMHA ?

A oT Hee Bcero-To Tpedyercs cTaTh 3aKOHHOM keHou. Vmre-
parpuuen.

Ila u uyto Takoe ogHa Houb? [la, ¢ MyxuuHoi. Ho Benp Gpau-
Has. C MyxeM.

Mapuena npoesa ¢ AJ13pOM HOYb ¥ HUYETO, J1akKe JEBCTBEH-
HUIIEN ocTaiack. MOXET, He BCEe TaKk CTPAIIHO?

A HayTpo BepHysach Mapiiena, u Jlerta noHsuia — CTpaiiHo
JI0 KYTH.

Hkskok

[IpuHiiecca MpocHyIach OT I'POXOTa: MOKa3aJloch, 3aMOK B
ocajie, ¥ KTO-TO ObeT OrpOMHBIM TapaHOM B cTeHy. [logparuBanm
CTeKJa B OeJIbIX paMax, MOKAYMBAIUCh HA LIETISIX CBETUIbHUKH
C TMOTYIIEHHBIMU CBEYaMHM, COTPSICATUCH KUCTHU OangaxuHa. Vc-
MYraHHO BCKPUKHYJIA Jienu DOuraiis u 3axria gammy Jenu Vca-
6enb. PpelHbI B 3Ty HOUb CHOBA PACHOJIOKUINCH HE Y ceOs,



a OXPaHsAJIM rocroxy. Brpoem reruiee.

— Yro npoucxonut? — Jlerta NpUNoaHsIACh Ha JIOKTE, IbITa-
SICh Pa3MISAZIETh KOMHATY B TYCKJIOM CBETE OT )KapPOBHHU.

B Horax 3aBopo4asioch 4TO-TO TSKEJoe. DUXO MPUIIOTHSLIIA
TOJIOBY U 3€BHYJIa KJIBIKACTOM MACTHIO.

— 41 y3Hatwo, Baimre BeicouecTBo! — nequ McabGenb HakuHyma
HIEPCTSHOM, OTOPOYEHHBI MEXOM XaJlaT U CKOJIb3HYJIA K JBEPU.
[Tpucnymanace.

['poxoT cTHX, c1abo TOHECTUCh KaKHUe-TO ToJIoca.

Kawmep-(pennnHa pemmresbHO OTOMKHYJIA 3aMOK, TOJIKHYJIa
CTBOPKM M CTyNMJIa B TbMYy CMEXHOM KOMHATBI, TaK ke cJado
IIOJICBEYECHHYIO KAPOBHAMM, KaK U CIIAJIbHA.

Bepnynack oHa yepe3 MUHYTY, OeiHasl ¥ IpoKaIasi.

— T'ocnoxa, Bac mpOCUT MPUHATH MJIAAIIMU Jopd SppeH.
Cpouno. Yto emy nepenarb?

— 4 npumy.

JlerTa, BHyTpeHHE COIPOrHYBILIYCH, OTKMHYJIA HATPETOE OJIE-
s710. XOJIOA MTHOBEHHO OOHSIT M OCTYAMJI. DOWTaiiyl momoria
OEThCSA B JOMAIIIHEE, COTPETOE Y MEYH IJIAThE U HATSHYTh MAT-
KM€ MEXOBBIE CallOXKM BMECTO JOMAllHUX Ty(eab — HexKHas
MpPUHILIECCA Mep3Jia B ITOU CTpaHe MOCTOSIHHO, HEB3UPasi HA Me-
Xa, 1Ie4n, KAMUHBI U JKapOBHH.

— Ilpocu, — pacnopsauiack npuHuecca. — Yro tam ciryyu-
JI0Ch?

— Yt0-TO OUYEHb HEXOpolllee, CM Ha OOOMX Topiax JHIia
HeT, — nporenTaia Vicabens 1 cHOBa Mcye3na 3a ABEpPhIO.



SIppeH BoIlen CTpeMUTENBbHO, 2 BMEeCTe C HUM B KOMHATY XJIbl-
HYJI CBET: Mar Jiepxajl B pyke (pakes, HO Ha KOHIIE JIePEBSHHON
MaJIKU POBHO CHUSIJIO HE pbIKee, a OCJIEMTUTENILHO Oeoe TuiaMmsl.
Iix0 B3BU3THYJIA U C TOJIOBOM 3ar10J13/1a MOJ1 OJES1JI0 MPUHIIECCHI.

— Bariie BbICOYECTBO, — CKJIOHWJICS TOPEI] B IIEPEMOHHOM I10-
KJIOHE. — Y MeHs ObUta Obl XOpoIiasi HOBOCTb, €Clii Obl OHA He
ObLIa TaKOU TJIOXOM

— I'oBopure.

— Bepnynace nienu Mapiiesia 1 IpOCUT MPUHSATh €€ U TPO-
CTUTb.

— W1 4ro TyT ruioxoro? S rotoBa ee BbICIyIIATb.

— Ho 310 He nenn Mapuena.

[ToBucna MepTBast TUIIMHA, TOKA MPUCYTCTBYIONINE TAMBI IThI-
TaJIMCh OCO3HATh CKA3aHHOE.

— Kak 310 nonumars? — Haxmypuack Jletra.

— B Heit Het gy, Muequ. DTo ropopsiias KykJia.

Jlenu VicabGenb XMbIKHYIA ¥ TTPOBOpYaia cede moj HOC:

— OHa Bceraa Takoi ObLa.

['oper; roppbKO YyCMEXHYJICS, OTPUIIATENILHO KAYHYB TOJIOBOM:

— ¢4l He uHOCKa3aTeNbHO rOBOPI0 00 OTCYTCTBUM Aylu. Eciu
OBl He MPOBEpPKa Marven OeJIoro cBeTa, KOTopoe He MPUIUHUIIO
neay Mapiiene HUKakoro Bpesa, st ObU1 Obl yBEpEH, YTO MbI IMe-
€M JIeJIO ¢ TeMHOH Maruei. Kak n3BecTHO, TEMHBIE KHS3bSI CIIO-
COOHBI ITPUABATh MEPTBOMY BUIIMMOCTD )KHUBOTO, IOJTHOCTHIO UM
MOCITYIITHOTO cyIiecTBa. Ho niequ — He uenoBeyeckuid TpyT, a. .. —
roper] OCEKCs OT KEHCKOTo BCKPHKa — MaJieHbKast DOurai yna-



Ja B 0OMOpok. Tak Kak ymajga OHa BIOJHE OJarornoiyyHo, Ha
MSATKYI0 cody, OeccepaeyHblil Mar He CTajl HaJIOroO TpephiBaTh-
cs1. — To cyiecTBo, KOTOpoe cefiuac HOCHT JIULIO Jiean Mapliiesbl,
HUKOT/Ia He ObUIO KUBBIM.

— Pasge tak ObiBaet?

— B CeBepHoii umnepuu ObIBaeT. 1 Ciblia, 94to caMble MOTY-
IIECTBEHHbIE JIACXU YMEIOT CO3/1aBaTh CHEXHble (haHTOMBI. CHe-
rypouek. OHM BHIJIAIAT COBCEM KaK JIIOIU.

— OnHu onacHel?

— Jliobast marus omacHa, a obnedeHHasi B (hopMy YenoBeKa —
0cobeHHo. Brl crbimany rpoxot? DTo HexHas pyka Jienu Map-
1eJIbl TIOCTYYaJla B IBEPb U Pa3Hecsa €€ B ILEMy, Korja Mbl He
OTKPBLIH.

IIpuHuecca HaxMypuIach:

— Wmniepatop 3axoren MeHss oOmMaHyTh? [ToACyHYTh KYKJTY
noJ; BU1I0M Moeit ppeisiiabl? OH cUMTaeT MeHsI COBCEM J1ypoi?

— Musienin, HUKTO, KpOMe MeHsl, He OIpeesi Obl, YTO B Her
HET XUBOW KPOBH. S BUIKY Takue Bellu.

— Ho y kykb1 HeT mamsat! Kak MOXXHO NPUHSATH ee 3a XOpo-
1110 3HAKOMYIO HaM Jie[iy, Jaxe 00najail OHa MOXOXKHUM Kak JiBe
KaIUIA BOABI JIMLIOM ?

— Maruyeckue 3epkana, Baile BbicouecTBO. Jlymaro, 1eo B
HuX. M, KOHEYHO, B BHICOKOM MCKYCCTBE Mara-co3fartesns. 51 Obut
Obl BOCXMIIIEH I1IE/IEBPOM, €CIT Obl OH He HeC B ce0e yrposy s
Ballleyl KU3HU. DTO HE3HAKOMasl HaM marus, u aaxe jopn Kan-
Jap He 3arofo3puil Obl MOAIETKY.



— 4 He mory He npuHATH ee. Sl cama nmpocuiia uMIeparopa
BEpHYTb Jieii Maprieny. Yto 060 MHE MOAyMaloT, €CJI s CHOBA
OTBEprHy ee?

SIppeH noxasn njaeyamu: Takasi epyHa, Kak «4To 000 MHe Mo-
AyMaioT», 3a00THJIa €0 MEeHbIlIe BCero B Ku3HU. OH 3alyM41BO
noTep MoIOOPOIOK.

— A ecii OJIENIKY MPUCIIaJl HE UMIIEPATOp, a TOT, KTO YXKe
HE pa3 MOKYLIAJICS Ha Ballly )KU3Hb?

— 51 He Mory xUTb B NOCTOSAHHOM cTpaxe! [IpuBeaure 31y, Kak
BBl TOBOPUTE, KYKJIy, 51 XOUY B3IJISIHYTh Ha Hee. S mpukaspiBaio! —
JOTOJTHWJIA TIPUHIIECCA, BU/ISI, UTO TOPELl HE IEJIOXHYJICS.

* ok ok

beiBas peisinHa BbIIIsAENA TaK ke, Kak Bcerga. Moxer,
yyTh OJieHee, 1aXe BECHYIIKH MouTH ucuesnu. U ere ee cod-
Hble TYOKH, KOTOpble Mapiiena yKpaJakoi MOKyChIBaIa ISl SIp-
KOCTH, Ka3aJIMCh IIPUITOPOIIEHHBIMH OEJION MyIpOid. A B OCTaIIb-
HOM — Takas Xe. B3y COOKOMHO-JIEAAHON, 0€3 MaJIEHIIIEro
packasiHus, yapIOKa Ha rpaHu Aep3octu. Onexka ¢ reda ceBep-
HBIX JKEHIIWH, HO 9TO U He yIMBUTEJIBHO: CYH/IYK ObIBINEH (ppeii-
JIVIHBI TaK ¥ CTOSUT B OOIIEH CriajibHe, U MepeoieThCsl el ObUIO He
BO UTO.

Ecnu at0 Mapriena. Ecim oHa, TO 11 6716 THOCTD, U paBHOIYIIINE
MO’KHO CITUCATh Ha MOCIEACTBUS MOCHEIIHOIO OThe3/1a, IPUHY-
JUTEIBHOTO BO3BPAILIEHUS U YCTATOCTH.



Ecinu 310 0MBJIEHHAS 4yA€CHOM Marren Kykja, CHerypouka,
HArog00ue CHEeXHBIX 0a0, KOTOPBIX JIEHAT 3UMOM JIETH, TO OHA
BOWCTHHY COBEPIIIEHHA, a ee co3/aTesb — routy oor. [Toutu, mo-
TOMY UTO, CTOWJIO OErJISIHKE OTKPBITh POT, KAK HECOOTBETCTBUE
CTaJIO Pa3UTEJIbHBIM.

CHerypouka To MUINaia, TO Benaia 6acom, U caMoe Tedaib-
HOE — He 3HaJ1a 3TuKeT. OHa caelnana peBepaHc, Kak Mojiaraercs,
HO BBINPsIMUIIACH O6e3 fo3BosieHusi. OHa oOpaTuiack K MpUHIIEC-
ce, OIYCTUB TUTYJI, KaK K MPOCTOJIIOIUHKE.

— IIpusercrByio, Buosnerra.

[TpuHIlecca He OTBETWIIA, JIMIIL MIOMOPIIWIACK, KOra 6aco-
BUTBIN IOJIOC KYKJIBI 1a71 ieTyxa. C MUHYTY OHA B ITOJTHOM TUIIIN-
HE paccMaTrpuBalia roCThIo.

Ta crosia, cIoBHO uypOaH, He IPOSIBIISISI HUKAKUX MPU3HAKOB
HeteprieHust. Hacrosmas Mapiiena 1aBHO Obl TIOKpacHesa Toj
HACMEIUTUBBIM B3MJI110M JIeTThl 100 OT CThiga, MO0 OT Hero-
JIOBaHUs. A 3Ta... KyKJa U ecTh. [laxe rpyap He B3bIMAeTCs OT
JIbIXaQHUSI.

— K10 TBI? — cipocuiia Jletrta nocse 10arou nays3sl.

— Mapuena. Bama ¢peiinuna. beisinas. 1 Mapuena.

— U 4yem TBI 3TO HOKaXelb?

Turmmna. [TycToii B3risi 61egHO-ronyObIX r1a3. Y cHoBa, pas-
MEpPEHHO, MOHOTOHHO:

— 4 Mapuiena. Baia ¢peitinna. beiBiasi.

Ceparie JleTTol 1axe OMTHCS CTAJIO peXke, CIIOBHO OIeTIeHe 0
OT CAABMBIIIETO €I0 YXKaca.



— 3amonuu! — He Beiaepkana Jlerra. — ['ne Hacrosias Map-
uesa? I'ne ta, ube muo ol ykpana? ['ne ona?

SlppeH, CTOSBIINY 3a IJIEYOM CHETYPOUYKHM, LIarHyJ BIEPE,
9YTOOBI MIEPEXBATUTh, ECITU TAa KUHETCs1 Ha npuHiieccy. Ho kykia
MoOJTYaia, U3peika Mopras v TyIo IJsIs Tiepelt COOO0M.

— Kro Te6s1 ornpasui ciona, Maprena? — cipocus ropett.

CHerypouka pbsIBKOM, KaK ITHIIA, TOBEPHYJIA K HEMY T'OJIOBY.

— Moi1 rocniofuH otripasuil. Mo# ummneparop.

— Yro oH BeJies Tede caenarh?

370 OBLT PUCKOBAHHHIN BOIIPOC, HO SIppeH ycrnen oOMeHSIThb-
cs1 KpaCHOpeuYMBbIMM B3DIsAaMu U ¢ Kangapom, 3amepiimm no
JPYTyI0 CTOPOHY, U ¢ siean Mcabenb, Toxke Maruikoi, u ObL1 ro-
TOB K JTIOOBIM clopripu3aM. VX He ciiyumiocs.

— Mon umneparop BeJiesl MHE IIPOCUTh ITPOLICHUS Y IPUH-
uecchl BuosnerTsl v ciykuTh eil. BIMonHATh 10001 ee npukas.

— IlpukaspiBaio Tebe BEpHYTHCS K TOMY, KTO TeOs 1ociai Ko
MHe, Mapuena, — ckazaia Jlerra, yJoBuBLIas IJIaBHOE — 4y[0-
BUIITHOE CO3[JaHME OTBEYAIIO, TOJIBKO €CIT OOPATUTHCA K HEH 110
IIPUCBOEHHOMY MMeHU. — M niepefail MoeMy KEHUXY: €CIM ITO
ouepe/iHas IYTKa, TO 51 He CIOCOOHA ee OlleHUTh. Ecim 310 ove-
peIHOe UCTIBITaHKe, TO 51 He MOHUMAIO ero 1eau. Ctynaid npoys.

SAppen kuBkoM nokazan Kangapy Ha «CHErypoudky», TOT IO-
HSUT MOJTUQJTMBBINA MTPUKA3 U B3sJT HA ce0sl COMPOBOXIEHUE KYyK-
JIbI K BBIXOly U3 TOCTEBOH OalltHHU.

Crouno camo3BaHke yWTH, Jlerta mpukazana ¢peluHam
NPUIBUHYTh K Hed kapoBHiO moOmmke. Eme Ommxe. [Noutn



BILJIOTHYIO.

— OH xouer 3aryrarb MEHs M CJIOMaTh! — MpolIenTana oHa. —
3auem? Ilouemy OH Tak Toponurcs?

dpeinvHbl, NeperIsiHYBUIMCh, IOTYIWIM I71a3a. A TPYCHILKA
9UX0 KaJTOOHO 3aCKYJMIIa, HO U3-TIO/ Ofiesiyia He BbUIe3Na. 3Ha-
YWJIO JIM 3TO, YTO UCIIBITAHUE HE 3aKOHYEHO?

[IpuHLIECCY TPACIO OT CTpaxa, OTBpAIEHUS U X0JI0a, ITOTO
Be4HOro xosona. Teneps o HoyaMm e OyayT CHUTbCS MEpTBbIE
Jie[IsIHbIE T71a3a CHErypouKu-Mapliensi.

B dem Obl HU 3aKJTIO9AJICS YPOK MMIeparopa, Jlerra cnenana
IJIaBHBIM BBIBOJI, HAIIOJIHMBIIIMK €€ CEPALE CMEPTHBIM yKACOM:
€CJIM TPEXCOTIETHUI AJI9p JIOCTUT TaKUX BBICOT B Maruu, 4To
CrocoOeH co3/aTh JBOMHUKOB, TO YTO €My TMOMeIlaeT 3arnepeThb
ee B JIeJTHOM Torpe0e 1 HaCHUIJIOBaTh, MOKA HE POIMT, a MOAIaH-
HBIM U TOCJIaM JIEMOHCTPHPOBATH B 3TO BPEMs ITOXOXKYIO Ha Hee,
CUACTIIMBYIO M 0€33200THYIO KYKJTy, KOTOpasi O€3pOIoTHO COoryia-
CHUTCsI Ha OpauHbIi 0OpsI]T XOTh 3aBTpa?

Tak He Jyyllie 11 IpepBaTh TPAyp U CaMOi BBIMTH 3aMy Xk, Kak
riojiaraercs npuHuecce ee poga’?

Ho u Torga — yto nomeniaer uMnepaTopy 3aMeHHUTh €€ Ha KyK-
ay? Huyero u HUKTO!

B ’kapoBHE ¢ TPECKOM pacchiNajcs yrojek, CJIOBHO MOATBEp-
KJ1as MBICJIA ITPUHLIECCHI.

— Jlenqu, ocraBbTe Hac ¢ ¢pbepoM Wpnapu, — BcTpeneHysach
OHa.

— Ho rocnoxa! — Bckunynace kamep-(penivHa.



Jlerra cena OpoBw.

— Ceituac He BpeMsI U HE MECTO OJIOCTH ITUKET TaK CTPO-
r0, CJIOBHO 3TO MOHACTBIPCKUH ycTaB, Jienu Mcaberns. Jlopn mipu-
Hec MHe KJIATBY. Hepylmmyio Maruyeckyio KiasTBy. Bl 3a0bI-
Jm? — ceiuac MpUHIEcca KaK HUKOTAA MOXOAWIa Ha CBOETO OT-
114, HEMCTOBOTO phiKero Obika Pobepra, Tak mpuyyyIMBO OTpasu-
JIUCh B €€ [J1a3aX OrHEHHbIE OTOHBKH OT KApPOBHU M TAKUM HeTlpe-
KJIOHHO-CTaJIbHBIM CTall ee B3DIsiA. HUKTO Obl He 3amono3pui,
YTO B 9TOT MUI rapiapyH/ICKasi po3a rotoBa 3aBbITh OT yXkaca 1
0e3Ha/Ie)KHOCTH.

— Kak ckaxere, Baiie BbICOUYECTBO, — OTCTYITMIIA I0KAHKA.

Kak TonpKko UX ocTaBW/IM HaequHe, JleTTa yxe He ciepkuBa-
Jlack. BhluiecHya ¥ CBOU CTpax, U CBOU KYTKHUE MOJO3PEHUS.

— Yro ke nenars, nopg Appen? Yro mue genars? Kakosa ero
Heanb?

— O nensAx uMmneparopa He 3HaeT HUKTO. IHOraa MHe Kaxer-
csl, Jake OH caM He Bcerja o Hux 3Haet. [loka He mo3gHo, HyX-
HO OeXkaTb, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, — SIppeH mombITaics BO33BaTh K
pa3ymy MCIYTaHHOU AEBYLIKU.

— Moii gour. ..

— bpocere. 10 M BeICOKKE coBa. Bai oar — ocrarbes
KUBOW U 30OPOBOM, BBIMTH 3aMYXK 3a JOCTOMHOTO MYKYHMHY W
POIWTH HaclieIHUKA. YBepeH: Bce benoropse nogHuMeTcs Ha 3a-
umty ['apaapyHTa u Bac, godepu ropaoit jeau. Ceivac, nocnie
OTCTyIUIeHUs1 TeMHOI CTpaHbl U BO3BPAIlIEHUsI OTHEHHOTO Cepil-
1a Hallell Maruu, ropsl BHOBb CTajM CUibHbIMU. Ellle He Tak,



Kak 1pu benoil koposieBe, HO YK KaKOro-TO UMIIEPATOPUILIKY Mbl
Ha MECTO MocTaBuM. Bce Barim crpaxu OCTaHyTCs MO3aqu, CTOUT
JIAIIB TIOJIOKUThH BOT 3TO KOJIBIIO B OTOHb.

SIppeH cHslI ¢ masiblia MEPCTEHb C OTHEHHBIM PYOWHOM | IO/
HsLJI €ro Hajl %kapoBHeW. KameHb BCIIBIXHYIT alof 3BE3/10i1.

Jlerra He ycmena HMYEro OTBETUTH: WX IIPEpBajl T'POMKHUHU
CTYK.

— Ero muoronmkocts, umneparop CeBepa AJap, kejaeT Bu-
JIeTh CBOIO HEBECTY, — JJoHeccs rosioc Kanpapa.

«demonb! TbMBbI, OMATH €r0 Mep3JEHIIECTBO 3aCTYKaJl Hac
HaequHe!» — MOCaJJIMBO TOMOPIIWICA SAppeH U moToponuics
yOpaTh KOJIBLIO U PacTiaXHyTh JBEPU.

Wmmeparop, ofieThlii ¢ yTpa Kak Ha miapaji, B OeJIbli, CBepKaio-
A U3MI00IEHHBIMU OPWUTMAHTAMM JUTMHHBIA KaM30J1, BOIIIE,
BCKMHYJI OpOBb U OUY€Hb HEXOPOIIIO YJIBIOHYJICS, OLIEHUB JTUCIIO-
surmio. JleBynika, 3aKyTaHHasl JIMIb B JOMAITHUN XasaT, CMY-
IIEHHas1 ¥ YeM-TO HaIlyraHHasl, — YK HE ero JI1 HECBOEBPEMEH-
HBbIM BU3UTOM ? — ¥ €€ MOJIOJION M KPACUBBIN TesioxpanuTeb. Ha-
enuHe. 3a 3aKPBITHIMU ABEPSIMHU.

A ropel TyT ke 3aroI03puII, YTO He BCe CIesIIMe 3aKINHA-
HHSI CMOT HalTH ¥ 00€3BPEAUTb.

B cnyuaiiHoe siBIieHME UMIIepaTopa, CloCOOHOTO OBICTPO Tie-
PEIBUraThCsl CHEKHBIMM MOPTAJIaMU, HEBO3MOKHO OBLIO MOBE-
pUTh. A BOT KOMIIPOMETUPYIOIINE CUTYAITUH ISl IIIaHTaxa Ora-
TOYECTUBOW HEBECTHI IPEBHEMY MHTPUTAHY COBEPIIIEHHO HEO0O-



xonuMbl. U, eciii X HET, TO HaJO BOCIIOJIB30BAThCS MAJIEHIIIEN
3aLIENKOMU.

— 41 Bac oTBIEK, MOsI 1oporasi? — ¢ IMHUYHBIM HAMEKOM CITPO-
cuil AJdp, HE YIOCTOMB MJIAJIIETO JIOpA KUBKOM, CJIOBHO €rO
TYT U1 HET.

— Her, Baiiia MHOTOJIUKOCTb, — MPUHIIECCA, OTIIMYHO OCO3HA-
BaBIlasi BCIO OMACHOCTh JIJISI €e peryTaruu, ObICTPO B3sila ceOst
B PYKH, HO HE MOIJIa 3aCTaBUTh ceOsl yIblOHYThCs. — Haobopor,
Balll BU3UT KaK HeJib3sl KcTtaTu. S kak pa3 mpocuia ¢pwepa Mpna-
pU y3HATh O CPOYHOU ayAUEHINH [IJIs1 MEHSI.

— HacTonbko cpo4HO#, 4TO HeJb3s MOAOKIATh U YBUIETHCS
3a 3aBTPaKkom?

— 4l ero mponynty. ¥V Mens Het annerura. MHe ero uCiopTuiin
C yTpa.

— W k1o xe nocmen?

— Bpl, Balia MHOTOJIMKOCTb, — JleTTa TiareabHO MPOKOHTPO-
JIMpOBaJia B TOJIOCE MPOIOPIIUN YOOMHON CMECH Karpusa, JIep-
30CTU U TOpeud. — Bbl OTIIPaBUIM KO MHE COBEPILIEHHO YyJ0-
BUIIHOE CYIIECTBO C OOJMKOM Jieu MapiieJibl, JIUIIb OTAAJICHHO
Noxoxkee Ha MO0 ObIBIIYIO (ppeitiiuHy. OHO Hamyraiao MeHs 10
JPOXHU.

— Yewm xe?

— OHo noxoausio Ha roopsAmmMK Tpyn! Yro ciryumnocs ¢ Ha-
crostiien e Maprenoit? Ona xuBa?

CoBeplliIeHHOE JIII0 UMIIEpAaTOpa Ha MUT UCKa3UJIOCh TpUMa-
cort rHeBa. Ha nosmo mura. Yo mMoriio Tak ero B30ecuTsb?



— ®pep Upaapu, Bl CBOOOIHBI, — HE TTOBOPAYMBAsICh K TOP-
1y, Opocuin Bnaasika Ceepa. — [1ycTh KTO-HUOYIb U3 (ppeiyiuH
npoceuT 3a coOmoaeHueM npuanunii. [ToHnMaw, 4to cBUTa
MIPUHLIECCHI HEMO3BOJIMUTENIBHO MaJla JIJIsl CTaTyca MO HEBECTHI,
HO BBI BCE-TaKu He (ppeiInHa.

SppeH He MeTIOXHYICS, JIUIIb BOIPOIIAIOIIE B3MJISHYJI Ha Jie-
hiiZ8

— Crynaiite, 1opa, — KuBHyJa Jletra.

Jlo’kAaBIIMCh, KOI/a ropell MOKUHET CNajbHIO, a Ha Mopore
nosiutcs Jienu Mcabenb, ummneparop BCIIOMHUI O Borpoce Bu-
OJIETTHI.

— Pazymeercs, ¢ nequ Mapiesnold Bce B IOPsiIKE, MOsI JOporast
HeBecTa. YTo ¢ Hell MoxeT cinyuuthbesi? OHa CKOpO BEpPHETCS K
BaM. Ho MHe mokasanoch, 4To MOU MOJApOK 1M03a0aBUT Bac U
CKPAacUT OXUJIaHKE.

— O ner! 4 ornpaBuia ee BaMm 00OpaTHO.

— 7Kanb, uto BH He onennn. Ho y Bac eme OyieT BO3MOX-
HOCTb MPUCMOTPETHCS ¥ OlleHNUTh. Ha cBajieOHON 1IepeMOHuM y
Bac JIOJDKHO OBITH JIOCTOMHOE COMPOBOXIEHHe, a Jienu Mapiie-
Jla MOXET He YCIIeTb BEPHYThCSI, OHA 3a0pasiach yXke CIMIIKOM
naneko. Mol mogapok ee BITOJIHE 3aMeHUT. Pa3 BBl He 3axoTte-
JIM TIPUHATDH B CBOIO CBUTY (PpEMIMH, KOTOPBIX ITpejJiaraia Mos
crapiias 104b, Bac OyJeT COIPOBOXIATh CHEKHUTb.

— CHexuts?

— Nmenno tak. Co3naHHble JeAssHOM Marveld Mopoku. Mx
HA3bIBAIOT CHETYPOYKAMHU, CHEXHBIMU 0abamu, JieIsTHUIIAMH,



BblO)KHUIIAaMU. CHEXUTH — ellle 0IHO BOMHCTBO CeBepa.

— U1 gyem oHn ommvarorcs ot sacxos? Mim ot 31xo?

— B HUX HeT u He ObLIO KMBOU Y€I0BEYECKON KPOBH, MOSI JI0-
poras. 91o Mopok. [Tociaymnbie opyaus. Iloutu coBeplieHHbIE
B CBOEH HEYSA3BUMOCTH.

— IToToMy BBI CO BCEM CBOEU CHEXUTBIO HE CMOIIM IIOKOPUTh
Benoropee, KOTOpoe MOKOPUIJIOCh OTHEHHBIM KoponsamM? — JleTta
ropIIo B3JIepHYJIa MOJOOPOIOK.

AJ3p pacemesuics:

— Most 3a6aBHas HeBecTa, He 00oJIbIIaics, bembie ropsl He Mo-
KOPHJIFICh HUKOMY, TeM OoJiee, )KaJIKUM, CAMOyBEPEHHbBIM, TPYC-
JuBbIM roprenam Opuagpa. .. 0, IPOCTH, ITO ke TBOM Jeabl. Ho
JIOJDKHA K€ Thl KOTIa-HUOYIb y3HATh npaBay. Het, most toporas.
Benoropse mpuKkpbUio ['apaapyHT cBoed TeHbI0, YTOOBI ApyTue
COCE/IA He MOPBAJIM HYKHOE TOPHBIM JIOpIaM KOPOJIEBCTBO, KaK
TPAMNOYKY. YK MOBEPb, €CIM K HUM BepHercs benas koponesa,
Ballle pABHUHHOE KOPOJIEBCTBO Y:ke O(PUIIUAILHO CTAHET UX MPO-
BUHIIMEW Y KOPMYLIKOW, a KOposneBckui gom Opuenpa 3aiMer
npexkHee HU3KOoe MecTo, eciii He OyaeT yHuuTtoxeH. [Jaxe B Co-
BET KJIAHOB HE BOWJET. [ OpIIbl MCTUTEIbHBI M HUKOI/IAa HUYETO
He 3a0bIBaoT. Ho, Muiast Mos1, He 3a0MBail rpsI3HOM MTOJTUTHKOM
CBOIO XOPOILIEHbKYIO roj10BY. JKEeHIIMHAM MOJUTHKA HE UJIET, OHA
UX ypOIyer.

Jlerta kuBHyJa, €i C I€TCTBA BHYILAIU, YTO KEHCKUW YM He
CO3/1aH /Il BHICOKOU AWIUIOMATHM, a2 M LIETIOTKU O CIECH U
HETO3BOJITENIBHOM MTOBEJEHUH TOPHBIX JIOPAOB JOHOCUJIMCH 10



ee yIiel, HIOTOMY HUYero HOBOI'O OHa He YCIIbIIaia.

— Mustopn, npoiily NpOCTUTh MEHsI, HO 51 He MPUMY B CBOIO
CBWTY Ballly CHeXUTh. Mol Be3bIMsHHBIN GOT U MO TyXOBHUK
3TOrO HEe OI0OPSIT.

— Ona 1oHagoOMTCS TOJILKO Ha BpeMs CBaJIbObI, Joporasi, —
MOKJIAANCTO OTCTYNMII umrnepatop. — U 1o, ecu He ycrieeT Bep-
HYThCS Jieiu Mapriena. A K CErogHsIIITHeMYy Beuepy Jieau Bpsil
JI yCrieeT BEepHYThCS.

— K Beuepy? — Benosommiack npusiecca. — Her! Her-ner! 51
He jpana corjacue! Tonbko He cerogHs!

Wmniepatop marnyn K Hei, B3sUT 3a PyKY, MOIEIOBaJT ApokKa-
1€ MaJbYUKH, 3arJIs/IbIBasi B epenyraHHble IJ1a3a HEBECTHI.

— Ckonbko skcnpeccnn! BouctrHy, 104 OTHEHHOTO KOPOJIS.
Sl mpenBKyma Harry OpadHy0 HOYb. Thl Belb TIOMHUIIb MOE
CJIOBO, MOs1 HexkHasi puasika? O1Ha HOUb, M Thl BO3BpAILIACIbCs
B ['apmapyHT, 1 XUBEIIlb TaM CTOJIBKO, CKOJILKO TeOe Oy/eT yroj-
Ho. biucraii B Haitpeoce, Most 3Be371a, 51 Oy/ly 3aBO€BBIBATh TBOE
cepmiie, rae Obl Thl HU CHSLIA.

— Ho. .. Bama umnepus.

— YV MeHs npeKkpacHble HaCJIeJIHUKH, cripaBiTcs. Mory xe s
HEMHOTI'O OTJIOXHYTb 3a MOCJIEIHUE. .. MHOT'O JIET.

JlerTa B M3HEMOXEHMM TIPUKPHLIA T71a3a. Y Hee He ObLI0 HU
CWJI, HU YMEHUSI, HU XUTPOCTH YCTOATh TIepe/i TAKUM HATIOPOM.

— INoxkanyicra, npoiiy Bac... — MpoIenTaia MpyuHIecca. —
Xorts Ol erre MecsIl He Toporute MeHs. [1ycTh mpoiaeT copok
IHEH Tpaypa A COOMIOACHNS TPUITAIHN.



AJ3p cXall ee mayiblpl TAK CWIIBHO, YTO Jlerta BCKpUKHYIA.
[lonyn, n oHa coBceM IepecTaia X 4yBCTBOBATb.

— Bui He B ['apnapyHre, Mos nipeniects. B Moeli crpane Hert Ta-
KOro 00blYasi, a Bbl, BBIXO/s 3aMYK, IPUHUMAETE MOIO PYKY, MOIO
KOPOHY, MOIO CTpaHy ¥ MOH 0ObI4au. Mbl — ceBepsiHe, Mbl CJTUII-
KOM JTIOOMM KM3Hb U IOPOKUM BCEMH €€ PaJOCTSIMHU U TIPEIIIO-
YuTaeM, YToObl YCOMIIME PaJIoBaIUCh Ha HeOecax BMecTe C Ha-
MU, @ HE KOPWIN HAaC 3a CJIe3bl U YHBIHME. Y Hac AEBATb [IHEU
— MakCUMAaJbHBIN CpoK Tpaypa. OHu nponum. CBagp0a U KOH-
CYyMMaIysi MOTYT OBITh OTJIOKEHBI TOJIBKO JI0 COBEPIIEHHONETHUS
HeBecTbl. HO BBl COBEPIIEHHONIETHSAA J1aXke 0 3aKOHAM CBOEU
crpanbl. [loTromy 51 Gosibliie He BUXKY MPUYMH JU1s IOTaKaHUS Ba-
uieMy ynpsamcrsy. Ceronns, Buonerra.

Omna 3arutakana ot 6eccusmsi. Ciie3bl HePePHIBHBIMU TOPSTIH-
MU pydeiKaMu TeKJIM 1o OyieHbIM Hieukam. Mimneparop goTpo-
HYJICS IO ee LEKH, U CJIe3UHKHU IPEeBPATUINCh B OeJIble KeMuy-
JKUHKM cojieHoro rpaga. CHAB CIE3MHKY, AJI9p IMOJIOKUI €€ Ha
SI3BIK.

— Cnesbl 1eBCTBEHHUIIbI... Pelkuii UHrpeueHT s 0co0o
LICHHBIX Maru4ecKuXx 3eJ1i. BhI3bIBa€T IPUBBIKAHUE.

[IlokupoBaHHas NpHUHIIECCA HEMEMJIEHHO IpPEKpaTHiia phbl-
Jatb.

— Taxk-To0 syurne, — GIAroCKJIOHHO yIBIOHYNCS Amap. — 5 He
3BEpb, MOsI COJIEHAs] HEBECTA, IPUHYXKJATh K KOHCyMMAllUu He
Oymy. DTO OCKOPOUTENBHO ISl MEHS KaK /ISl My)XK4uHbL. Tak u
ObITh, TaM TeOe ere Bpemsi. Ho ceromHs cBagp0a coCTOMTCS, Tak



MHE BEJISAT 3Be3/1bl M HAIlIM IpeBHUE ceBepHble o0bruan. O1ciona
MBI IPIMUKOM OTIPABUMCS K aJITapio, pa3 yK Thl OTKa3anach OT
3aBTpaKa.

— $1 BO3HEeHaBMKy Bac! — 37IbIM ILIENOTOM ITPOLLUIIEa 3arHaH-
Hasl B yroJ AeBylllKa. — bor Mo#, Kak e s Bac... BO3HEHABUKY !

Caemnible 10 OSMU3HBI I1a3a Mara CBepKHyH. JleasHoi man-
IMPh MTHOBEHHO 3aTsIHYJ JIBEPHOW MPOEM, OTTECHHUB HapyXy
OIIIEJIOMJIEHHYIO (DpENITUHY.

OnHOBpEeMEHHO HEBUIMMBIE JIE/ISIHBIE IIyHasIblia CXKAIU TPY-
u JletTsl 1o 60MM, 3a/Ie3/M MO, XajlaT U HWKHIOI COPOUYKY U
c cusioit 0O6BMM ee Oeapa. A 0co00 Harjoe MpUKaIoch K Mpo-
MeKHOCTH. JleTTa 3a10XHy/1ach OT OMEP3€Hus U oLereHena, 6o-
SICh LIIEBEJIbHY ThCSI.

— DTO HE UMEET HUKAKOro 3HAUY€HMs1, — POBHO, CJIOBHO HUYE-
o He MPOU30ILIO, cKazal Amap. — f pad nonra, Kak M Thl, MOM
HEKHBIA [JBeTOYEK. YeM CHIIbHEE Thl COIIPOTUBIISICIIIBCS, TEM XY-
ke 1151 1eds1. Bee MokeT ciryunThest mpsiMo cefiuac, 1 HUKTO Me-
HsI HE OCTAHOBHT. $1 BO3bMY TeOsI, Kak OepyT MaTpOChI IIOPTOBYIO
JIEBKY.

OH pBIBKOM 3aJpaJl ee COPOUKY, OOHAXKHB CKOBAaHHBIE XOJIO-
aom Oefipa. .. 1 HeJOYMEHHO HaXMyPpHJICs. MeXOBble TaHTaJIOHBI
— BOBCE He TO OeJbe, KaKUM COOJa3HSIOT My XXUHH. JleTTa BbIrs-
JieNa B HHAX, KaK MyHIMCTHIH IbIIIEHOK. HacTonmbko 6e33amuTHo,
4TO Ja)xke B OMEPTBEJION Ipyau OeccepIeyHOro Mep3aslia 3allle-
BEJIMJIOCH YTO-TO JIABHO 3a0bITOE.

He cepnoue. U He coects. U He coctpaganne. Cvex. Han ca-



MUM COOOH.

— XM... Tol mep3Henb. Mo Jiekapb TUIOXO UCTIONHSET CBOU
00s13aHHOCTHU ! — AJI9p OfIepHYIT MO0 COPOUKH, 3aKyTaJ AEBYIII-
Ky B XaJIaT ¥ MOATAIIWII ee TIOoOJHKe K kapoBHe. — Thl He ociy-
maja, goporas HeBecta. He o0s13aTesibHO TeOe caMoi CTOSITh ce-
rogHs y anraps. Jlaxe y Bac, B paBHUHHOM KOPOJIEBCTBE, €CTh
0OBIYaii: KOrJa KeHUX WJIM HEBEeCTa HEe MOTYT B CHJIy KaKHX-TO
NPUYKMH CaMU MTPUCYTCTBOBATh HA OpavyHOM 1IEPEMOHUH, TO MPH-
CYTCTBYET KTO-JIUOO OT UX UMEHH. DTOrO AOCTATOUHO IS IIPH-
3HaHUS Opaka.

— Ho. .. B %e TOBOpWIH, YTO PUTYaJT MAaTUYECKHIA.

— Pazymeercs, 51 ke mar. Ho 310 monHBIA putyan — Marude-
ckuit. Celiyac JOCTAaTOUHO MAJIOTO pUTYyasa. A OOJBIION MBI TIPO-
BeIeM TO3Ke, KOTAa 3aKOHYUTCS TBOU Tpayp. XOTb yepe3 rofl.
Hy kak? Tol cornacHa?

Jlerra 3amymanack. 1o Obu1 Bbixo. OHA XOTS Obl CMOKET W3-
0aBUTHCS ceiluac OT JKeHuXa U cOexarb. A TO C HErO CTaHeTCs
BOIUIOTHUTh YTPO3Y «IPSMUKOM K aJITAPIO».

— Ho kto cormtacurcs Ha Takyto noagMeHny? CHeXUTh?

— He nonyuutcs, — ¢ rpyctbio npusHaiicsi Amap. — CHEXUTb
— JIeNisTHAsl KyKJIa 10 CYTH. A Hy)XHa JKMBasi 3aMeHa, HaCTOSIIIAs
neByiika. M kK Tomy ke 1eBcTBeHHMIIA. MIHAsl HE CMOXKeT HaJeTh
BEHEeI] HOBOOPAYHOM J1aXke TMOHAPOIIIKY.

Jlerra nonsina Hamek. OTpuIaTeTIbHO MOTHYJIA TOJIOBOM U T10-
IUIOTHEE 3araxHya XajaT, OXujaasi HoBoro jaieHusi. OHa yxe
TIOHS1JIA METObl, KAKUMH AJI9p paciiaTeiBai ee 00opony. Haka-



3aHMe-TIepe/IbIIIKA-TTooIpeHNe-HaKka3ane. Mep3kuii najay!

— Her! — BckuHy1a OHa royioBy, pacchlaB Mo Tiedam 30JI0THU-
CThbIe JIOKOHBL. — §I He oTnam cBoux peitsiuH. Bol yke momnosb-
30BaJINCh OJHOW HECYACTHOM, U uTO ¢ Heu? I'ne ona?

— Jaxe ecnm JeByLIKAa cama 3ax0o4deT? — BKPAIuMBO IOWH-
TepPECOBAJICS BJIA/IbIKA, TPOUTHOPUPOBAB HEYIOOHBIE BOITPOCHI,
Ha KOTOPBIE OH YK€ OTBevaJs, JKMBO MOJMEHUB B MBICIISIX OJHY
Maprieny Ha Ipyrylo, Ha3BaHHYIO 3TUM ke UMeHeM. Marus He
JOOUT MpsMoi JikH. 1o cyacThio, HAMBHBIE JIIOAW 00 STOM HIO-
aHCe He JIOTa/IbIBAIOTCS, MHAYE Maram IMPUIIUIOCh Obl BBIKPYYH-
BaThCsl O0JIee U3OIIPEHHO.

— Haxe ecmu! S1 nmeto mosiHOE MPaBO 3aMPETUTh! — OTpe3aia
ynpsimasi IpUHIIecca.

Amp moxain TyObl, 00yMbiBasi qaybHedmmi mar. OTKyaa
TOJIbKO B HEll OepeTcsi CTOJIbKO CUJT IIPOTUBOCTOSITH €r0 Haropy ?
He xax/plii cTapeiiiiiHa BhIEpKUBAET JaBjieHue Biaapiku Ce-
Bepa. A 3Ta nurajamia — JIaxe He Mar.

— MHe Bce paBHO, T/l Bbl Hail/leTe HEMOPOYHYIO AEBY IS 3a-
Menbl. Eciii He oThimercs, noviaentb cama. M toraa yxe Bce Oy-
JIeT KaK HY)KHO: U TOJTHasl IEPeMOHM S, U OpayHasi HOYb. Buasr
JIBJBI, 51 TMBITAJICA CAeJIaTh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOObI HAWTH KOM-
npomucc. Ho komrpomucc, Most yrpsimasi HeBecTa, 3T0 KOorja
JIBOE JIEJIAIOT IIIar C IByX CTOPOH HABCTpeuy JApPYyT APYTY.

«IIlar HaBcTpeuy? a s 6exana Obl OT TeOs 0e3 ornsaaku! U
cbery!» — mogymasia mpuHIIecca.

— A 30iX0 xe kuBasd? — BAPYr BCIOMHWIA OHa. — OHa xe Mo-



JKET 3aMEHUTb MeHs1 y anTapsi?

AJ3p Ha CeKyH[ly 3aMep M pacXoXOTaJcsl.

— Crpiguch, npuHiecca! Tol mepeksaabiBelllb OTBETCTBEH-
HocTb Ha pedenka! [Toutn muazneHna! YBbl, 3lX0 HE YMEIOT TO-
BOPUTb, OHA HE CMOKET IMPOU3HECTH 32 TeOsI KIISITBY.

«Eme n knarey! 1 HaBepHsKa HepylIuMyIo!» — noexuiach
Jlerra.

— Xopowo. { coracHa Ha 3aMeHY.

— Ecnu cymeenns HaiiTi ee 1o Beyepa. Eciu HeT — uzaenisb ca-
Ma.

— Ho Torza Bel BhITNIOJIHSIETe OOEIIaHUE W OTITyCKaeTe MeHs B
[apmapyHT nocJe nepBoii OpayHON HOUH.

— CnoBo Biagpiku CeBepa, — TPECHYJIO B YCMEIIIKE [NIAAKOE
XOJIEHOE JIMLIO AJdpa.



I'naBa 6. O mogmeHax

«TospKo OBl MpHHIIECCA BbIIEPKAJIA U HE COAACh», — HEPB-
Hu4a SAppeH.

Hwu cnosa u3 ee MOKOEB HE JOHOCWIOCH JI0 YILIEH €€ CBUTHI,
OCTaBILIENCS B CMEXKHOU KOMHare. HecMOTps Ha OTKpBITHIE Ha-
pacnaniky asepu. HecmoTps Ha cieasiye 3akJIMHaHusA, IOCTaB-
JIEHHBIE rOpLIaMU I10 IIEpUMETpPY cniayibHu. MiMneparop B ouepen-
HOW pa3 IIEJIKHYJI IO HOCY MOJIOJBIX M HEOIBITHBIX Maros. 1 3To
6ecuo.

SIppeH MBbICIIEHHO BO33Bajll K AyXaM-IIOKPOBMTEJAM PpOAA.
TodHee, K OTHOMY XUTPOMY U BPETHOMY IyXY, CBOEMY IIpa-Ipa-
aemy B OOrH 3HAIOT KakoM rokosieHnu. Ho naxe Mpnan He cmor
IIPOMTHU HEBUAMMBIMM TPOIIAMH TYXOB K IPUHLECCE U MOJICITY-
I1aTbh.

Ho Bce okazaznock Kyza Xyxe.

Cronnio MMIiepaTtopy NOKMHYTb ITOKOM HEBECTHI, 10 MAHO-
BEHUIO €r0 PYKHM 3a OKHaMH ABOpLA pa3birpajach HEBUIAHHAA
CHe:xHasi Oypsl. AJI9p HaCMEIUIMBO OPOCHJI, YXOAS:

— l'oToBbTECH K OpavHOI IIEPEeMOHUY, JaMbl U rocrofa. Ona
COCTOMTCA cerofgHs Beuepom. JIo Tex nop HUKTO, HU €UHAs 1Ty-
1112, HE CMOXET MMOKUHYTh JBOpeL. W naxe TaiiHble TPOIIbI TyXOB
BaM He MOMOT'yT, OeJible Maru.

Sppen u Kangap Tyt e npoepuin. [IefCTBUTENBHO, TyXU
HE OTO3BAJINCH.



— CwiieH! — ouTH ¢ BocxXullleHueM 3ameTu Kanap.

— Eme 6b1! — momoprmics nomykpoBka. — OH y cebst joma.
[Ipuyem, 04eHb JPEBHETO Marun4eckoro JoMa.

Ho npoBeputs, cpadotaet i kosbio Podepra, cTouo.

He cpaboraro.

U 310 ObLIA camast TIoXast HOBOCTb.

Bot ecnu Obl BbliiTH U3 ABOpIA... Ho HapyxHble ABepU U3
OaIHu nepectaiv oTKpbiBaThes. Kak v okHa. BeiiiTv U3 rocteBo-
IO KpbUIa Termepb MOXKHO OBLIO TOJIBKO TI0 BHYTPEHHUM TEPexo-
JlaM, HAIMOJIHEHHBIM CTpaxen. V1 TOIbKO Mo pa3penieHmio u npu-
IJIAlIEHUI0 UMIIepaTopa.

ek

[Mpuniiecca 6e3y4acTHO CMOTpeia Ha aiblii pyOuH, CBETUB-
IIMICS SIPKOM 3BE3/I0UYKOW Cpedu yriied kapoBHU. Huuero He
MTPOUCXOAUJIO.

Hacnenauk orneHHO# Maruu, Kopoib u Opar JIsiipus, He oTo-
3BAJICH.

[lepexon B 'apnapyHT HE OTKpBLICS.

Ee 13Hp KOHYEHA.

C Ka/1bIM MUT'OM O3KU/IaHUS PYLLIMJIMCD [TOC/IEAHNE WLTIO3UU
CTIACEHM I, U €€ Cep/lle CKOBBIBAIIU JIE/ISTHbIE OOPYYH.

Omna paxe He craia crpaliuBaTh y PpeliuH, COIacuTCs JInd
KTO-HUOY[Ib U3 HUX 3aMEHUTH ee Y aiTtaps. F3bIK He MOBOpaYM-
BaJICA.



[Tocne Toro, kak Jlerra yBujena JieasHble [Jla3a CYILECTBA C
JuuoM Mapiiesnpl, HEMBICIIMMO €I1l€ KOrO-TO OTIaBaTh B PYKH
Biaabiku CeBepa. D10 Oynet youiictBoM. My4uTeIbHON Ka3HBbIO.
Ona noHuMasna, 4To HHMKyJa ee Iiynas (ppeiyiiHa He yexasa.
Nmneparop conran. Mapiiena meprsa.

— 3a4yeM Bbl COIIACWIIMCh HA LIEPEMOHHUIO YKE CErO/IHs, Balle
BBICOYECTBO? — yKOpsI ee SIppeH. — [louemy He OTIOKUIN XOTSA
Obl Ha Tapy JHewn?

— Yt0 OBI 3TO U3MEHUIIO?

Jlerta Tak u He pacckasaja HIKOMY 00 YCJIOBUM UMIIEpPaTopa.
3auem? Yto cMoxeT caenarh ee KpoxoTHas ceuta? Eciu neByii-
KU €i1 BEpHbI, OHU MOKEPTBYIOT COOOH pajiu Hee, a KepTB MPUH-
1iecca He XoTeJa.

— Kaxaplil 1eHb, Jaxe KaxIbIid Yac MOXKET IaTh HaM IIIaHC I1e-
peurparb Bpara, — Mjaaiuii opa Upnapu ordpocui aurioma-
THUYecKue paciiapkuBanus. — Jliodas orcpouka. Kaxaelil neHb
Koposib JIsiipuH 0Oy4yaercsi OTHEHHOM Marvu, yCUJIMBAeT BO3-
MOHOCTH. YBEPEH, KOJIBLIO HE OTO3BAJIOCH IOTOMY, YTO KOPOJIb
ere He ocBouJIcsl. CITMIIIKOM MHOTO CUJIbI HA HETO OOpYIINJIOChH
cpa3y. ITO Kak NOMacTb Moj Bogonas — orymaer. 1 3Hato, 4yTo
rOBOpI0. Y MEHs1 OIHAXK[Ibl OTKPBUICS BTOPOM Jap U €/1Ba MEHs
He yOuI.

— Ilo3nHo Tenepwb roBopuTh, prep Upaapu. Yto ckazaHo, TO
cKkazaHo. S1 BeIiiy 3a HEero 3aMmyx. A 3aBTpa OH 0OeIas cam OT-
Be3TU MeHs B ['apnapyHr.

- Yr0?



— OH pgaJ1 cI0BO BIAJBIKU.

Ho npuHuecca mioxo 3Hasia cBOero rejoxpanurens. SAppen
MOYYsUT MOJIYNPaBy U Majio-MOMaly BBHITSHYJ U3 HEE BCE MO-
JOpOoOHOCTH, TIOKA €€ BHICOUECTBO 3aBTpaKasia (MMIeparop yuTu-
BO MpUCIIAJ CIYT C KyXHH, a T€ MPUHECIH MOIHOCHI C €101 I
rapIapyHALEB), a TOpell BBIMCKUBAJ JIEISIHbIE 3aKJIMHAHW S, BTU-
Xapsi OCTaBJIEHHbIE UMIIEPATOPOM, Y CKAPMJIMBAJ UX MAJIEHbKOU
911X0. 3/1ech ke ObliIa M CHEKHOIPAKOHbsI HsiHbKa Mapa. [Tonb3y-
sICb MOMEHTOM, OHa pacyechiBaJia IJIMHHYIO U CITyTAHHYIO CHEX-
HYIO HIEPCTKY BOCITUTAHHUIIBI.

— 3HauuT, eMy HYKHA Yy ajnTapsi I€BCTBEHHUIIA, — 3a1lyMaJICs
Appen.

Ecmu Ob1 AJI3p npeaycMOTPUTEBHO He 3a0JIOKMPOBAJ JIBOP-
IIOBBIE BBIXOJIBI B TOPOJ], HEBUHHYIO JIEBY MOXHO OBUIO ObI TIOMC-
KaTh 3a ero npenenamu. Jla Xotst Obl B OMKadIieM MOHACTBIpE
besbiMsHHOro. C MOMOIIbI0 JyXOBHUKA-MOHAxa, TOT Obl yOOII-
TaJl KOTO yrojiHo Ha 4yTo yrogHo. Ho uto6 ThMa coxpasa 3Toro
AJdpa, OH ¥ 3T0 npegycmorpen!

— Ha, 310 ero ycnoBue, — KuBHya npuHiecca. OHa He cous-
BOJIMJIA TIEPEOAEThCS — KaKas Telepb pa3HUla! — U KyTajach B
TOT JKe IEPCTAHOM XajaT, a HOrM MPUKPbLIA MTyOOH.

— A (¢peisiHaM Bbl TOBOPUTH HE XOTUTE, — KOHCTATUPOBAJ
MOJTYKPOBKA.

— Hu B koem ctydae! Bot eciiu 661 Mapiiena BepHy/1ach xkuBast
Y HEBpeAuMasi, 51 Obl MOTJIa HAZIESIThCS HA TO, YTO MO KEHUX UX
HE OOUIUT.



— He Bepuercsa Mapuiena, munienu. Ee youm. He umneparop
JIMYHO, HO C €ro BeAOMa WM AAXe MO MPUKA3Y ITO CHEJIaN €ro
COBETHHK U Tajay. YKe TOUHO U3BECTHO.

— bennas! Ilycte ee ayx ymokoutcs ¢ mupom! — Jlerra
BCXJIMITHYJIA M COTBOPUJIA Y TPYIIU CBSIIEHHBIN KPYT.

SIppeH KOHYMKOM KHMHXajla BBIHYJ U3 YTOJIBKOB PyOHMHOBOE
KOJIBIIO, TIOJIOKMJI Ha KAMEHHYIO TIOJIKY KaMHHA, YTOObI OCTBLI
METaJLL.

— INonarato, 4To X0A C 3aMEHOM y ayiTapsi Ha MPEACTABUTEIb-
HUITy HEBECThI IOHAIOOWIICS AJISPY IS TOTO, YTOOBI BHIHYTUTD
Bac yctynuthb. [locrie 3aK/oueHunst Takoro Opaka HUKTO M HUYTO
HE MOMEIIaeT UMIIEPATOPY KOHCYMMHUPOBATh €T0 yXke MO-HACTO-
simemy. Hamenbre Koubiio koposist Pobepra, Baiiie BRICOYECTBO.

— Ho ono 6ecnonesHo.

— K Hemy MOXeT BepHYTbCsI CHJIa B JTIOOOK MOMEHT. A MHe Oy-
JIeT CTIOKOIHee, eciii OHO OyneT y Bac. MoskeT ObITh, OHO cpada-
TBHIBAET TOJIBKO B MUHYTY CMEPTEJIbHOI OMAaCHOCTH, KaK MOCIe/-
Huii manc? Y PoGepra yxe He cripocuiiib. .. A xaib. Tereps s
ObI 0 MHOTOM XOTeJl Y HETrO CIIPOCHTb.

JlerTa oToBUHYIA MOAHOC C €/10ii, OCTABUB MOYTH Bee Oiiozia
HeTpOHYTHIMU. Kycok B ropsio He jie3, XOTsl CUJIbl HYKHBI, a B
MIPOTUBOCTOSIHUM BEYHOMY XOJIO[lY OHU €Il Hy/KHEE.

— Mapa, Bbl TOXE NOEIbTEe, — CKa3ajla OHa CHEXHOAPAKOHbEN
HSIHbKE.

— Ox, npekpacHas rocroxa, onarogapio! Crnacu Hebo Bamny
HeBuHHYIO Aymry! [la He ronogHa s1, yxe ycrena coerarb Ha KyxX-



HIO-TO, Y TIOECTb, U CIUIETHU MOCTYIIAaTh. A UTO y MEHs O Bac
BBICTIPAIIIBAJIY, TAK HU CJIOBEYKA HE CKa3aja! — XUTPO YJIBIOHY-
Jlach CITy’KaHKA.

— Cnacu6o, Mapa.

— [IpocruTe, rocroxa, 4to ciylaia Balll pa3roBOp, jAa Jie3y
HE B CBOE JIEJI0, HO MPABWJILHO JIM 51 IOHSIA, YTO TOCTIOIUHY Ha-
1IeMy UMIIepaTopy Hy’KHa B XpaMm BMECTO BacC JIEBUIIA, MYKUMH
HE 3HaBIllasl, a CBOUX BbI kKajyieeTe?

— IIpaBuibHO, Mapa, — B34OXHYJIa IPUHILIECCA.

— A 4uTo nenath Hajo Oyner?

— Ckazarp KJISITBY BMECTO HEBECTHI OT €€ UMEHU. TO ecTb, OT
MOETO.

— Bcero-1o? A Hy’xHa TOJIBKO OJIarOPOIHBIX KpOBeH JeBa?

— He o0s3arenbHO, — crienHO BMemaics SIppeH, moka mpuH-
iecca Bce He ucroptwia. — Jliodast mogonaeT, JUiib Obl HEBUH-
HOU 1eBOM ObLIA.

— Tak, MOXeT, sl TOfIoNy 7 — CMYIIIEHHO YJIBIOHYJIACh CITyKaH-
Ka U CIpsTajia KPyIIHblE HATPYKEHHBbIE PYKH non (aptyk. — A
Be/Ib JEBUIIA, 3AMYK TaK 1 He BbIIUIA. [la M KTO Ha MeHs1 IOCMOT-
PUT, KOT/1a CEBEPSHKMU CILIONIb TAKUE HEKHBIE /12 TOHKUE, JINKOM
JUBHbBIE, KPACOThl HEMUCAHOW? A TYT f1... BOT Takas. ..

— To1 kpacusas, Mapa. [lo-cBoeMy KpacuBas, — cKa3ai IoJy-
KPOBKa, KOTOPbIM HUKOT/AA He JkeT. — [IpocTo y nacxoB gpyrue
BKYCBI, M Kapue I71a3a OHU He LEHAT. A BOT y KPACHBIX MaroB
LIEHB! ObI TEOE HEe ObLIO.

«Eit OBl 32 BeMKaHa apuHTa 3aMYXK BBIUTU», — MOAyMalia



NpUHIIECCA, OKMHYB OI00PUTENIBHBIM B3IVISIIOM KPENKYIo, CTat-
HYyI0, C OOJBIIION TPYABIO M CHIIBHBIMU PYKamH, (PUTypy CHEX-
HOZpakOHber HAHbKU. C TaKMMM pyKaMU Ha MeIBEAs XOOUTb.
Vnu 3a TsKeJIEHHBIMU JIEASHBIMU IpaKOHAMU yXaxkuBatb. U m-
110 y Hee rpy0oe, ¢ KpYITHBIMH YepTaMH, CJIOBHO U3 ONoro Je-
peBa BbIpyOsieHHOe. 3aTo ria3a — Ooblne, Kapye, TerUble, MO
JUIMHHBIMU 3arHYTBIMU PECHUALIAMU — U IIPABJIa OUYEHb KPACHBBIE.

— 51 oueHb TebOe OnarojiapHa 3a NOMNbITKY CIACTH MeHs1, Mapa, —
B3JJ0XHYJ1a ipuHLIecca. — Ho 3To 7151 Tebs1 04eHb onacHo, a MHe
HE MOMOXeT. PaHO miM MO3HO, 1 BRIHYX/IeHa Oy/Ty BBITIOITHHTH
JIOTOBOP.

— Ho... rocnonun fppeH roBopui, 4em Mo3xke, TeM JIydlle
IUIg Bac, — CIIy’kaHKa MOKpacHesla ¥ norynuiace. — IIpocrure
MOI0 iep30cTh. S nonnmaro. Ko s takaa? I'psA3b HUBKOPOXIECH-
Has. U Bapyr 3amecTo Bac, 1a ¢ UMIEpaTopoM psaoM!

— Her-ner, Mapa, He B ToM Ae710. He B TBOEM ITPOMCXOXKIEHUA
U cTaryce. A B TOM, 4TO Jjis Te0s1 9T0 onacHo. J{71s TBoei KU3HU.
HmmepaTop MOKET pa3rHeBaThCs Ha TEOsI.

— Ecim ToJIbKO B TOM J1€710, TO MEHSA-TO OH He TpoHeT! Haina
3u He jact, — Mapa ¢ HEKHOCTBIO ITPOBEJIA JIAJOHBIO 10 MPUIIa-
KEHHBIM KOJIIOUKaM 31X0. — A BeJlb 1 HE TOJIBKO €€ BOCIIUTAJIA.
3a nocnegHue roipl BO ABOPLE, MOYUTAN, KAKIABIA MXO MOHA-
yajy U3 Moux pyk en. Hemrro onu MeHst B o0uay KoMy aaayt?
ITO TOJIBKO JIACXU JYMAIOT, YTO Y MX CHEKATOK-IPAKOHATOK Ia-
MATb KOPOTKasl, a OHU... OHU IpocTo gpyrue. Ho namsatiuBbie.
W npuBsa3uuBele. [Jaxe Korna BEIpacTaioT. ITO HE MBI X B CEMBIO



Oepem, a oHM Hac. Yl HUKaKKX BIaJbIK OHU HE PU3HAIOT, TOJIBKO
CBOIO CEMBIO.

DIiX0, CJIOBHO COINIAINASCh, JIM3HYJIA PYKW HSIHBKHM OJieji-
HO-(proneToBbIM s3bIKOM. [logymara, moanonsna K NpuHIIecce U
TOXE JIU3HYJIA.

— Ecnm 6Bl 3TO MeHs cmacno OT HEeHaBHCTHOTO Opaka... —
TOCKJIMBO mpouenTaia Jlerra.

Ho npakoHouKa nosyioxuiia e Mopay Ha KOJIEHU, U ITpUHIIecca
niepecrasia 4YyBCTBOBaTh ceOsl 3arHAHHOM B JIOBYIIKY. JlensHou
IUIEH HUKY/A He JeJICsl, HO OHA 3/1eCh HE OJ1HA.

— Yro k, — ¢ obneryeHreM BbI0OXHYA SppeH. — OnHy npo-
61eMy MBI TOUYTH perniu. Teneps HYyXKHO MPUAyMaTh, Kak 3a-
HIMUTUTH BaC OT MOCAraTeNIbCTB UMIIEPATOPA, Ballle BHICOUECTBO.
Coexarp 3a MpeAesbl TBOPIIa Mbl HE MOKXEM, HO YKPBIThCS B Ya-
COBHE — BIoJyiHe. Bpsag m Ayap nmouzger Ha Takoe KOIYHCTBO,
KaK IITypM 4acOBHU. EMy Takoe He CITyCTAT €ro €IMHCTBEHHbIE
COIO3HUKM, MHCEU. DTO UPEBATO Pa3PhIBOM OTHOIIEHUI CO BCEMU
CTpaHaMH, I7ie €CTh LIEpPKBU Be3bIMSHHOTO, a €CJIH y4ecTh 000CT-
pUBILIMECS] BHYTPEHHUE MPOOJIEMbl B UMIIEPUH, TO U MEPEBOPO-
TOM... YBEPEH, OH MPerouTeT MO0k IaTh.

— Wi ymopuUTh Hac rojaoaoM.

— Ocajty MBI BbIIEpKUM O€3 MPOOIeM, — YCMEXHYJICS TIONy-
KpoBka. — Ho cmelo fymath, OH He OyJeT CCOPUTBLCS C MHCESIMU.
CeBep HUKOIIA HE BOEBAJI C 3eJIeHBIMU Maramu, U He 6e3 mpu-
YUHBI.

— Kakon? — 3auHTepecoBanach Jlerrta HEOXUAAHHO IS ca-



MO ce0s — el-TO Kakoe AeJj10 10 Marundeckux outs? Eii Obl CBOIO
JKU3Hb HE TPOUTPATh B HEPABHOM CPAKEHUH. . .

— Jlacxu MOTYT 3aMOPO3UTh BOIY, HO BOJIOK OHA OBITh HE Tie-
pecTaHeT, a Bojia — CyuIHoOCTh MHceeB. Eciin oto3Bath Bobl ¢ Ce-
BEpa, TO YTO OCTAHETCS OT BJIQJIbIKM JILJOB U CHEroB? [la ¢ Hero
Y IBOPLA JOCTATOYHO — OH HAIOJIOBUHY MTOCTPOEH U3 Jibja!

[IpuHIiecca caenana U3 YCIbIIIAHHOTO COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKU-
JaHHBIA BBIBOJI M MaxXHy/la B CTOPOHY OKHa, 3a KOTOpPBIM BbLjIa
CHEeXHas Oypsi.

— Torga noyemy BbI 9TO He ocTaHOBUTE, JIopA SAppen? He cHu-
MeTe CHeXXHBIN Oapbep, YToOB Mbl MO Oexath B ['apaapyHT?
Bui xe unceit!

I'open cmyTHCA.

— HanonoBuny. { nonykpoBka, ¥ BCEX TallH MHCEMCKOW Ma-
ruu He 3Hal0. Ho cirykuTtess B 4acOBHE HaBepHSKA 3HAET OOJIb-
111€ MEHS.

Ha Tom u nopeiwiu: copstaTh NPUHIIECCY B XpaMe, a K UM-
nepaTopy OTHPaBUTh Mapy npeaCcTaBUTEIbHUALIEM HEBECTHI.

* sk ok

AJBp OTCTYyNMII HA IIar OT CBOETO TBOPEHHS W YIBIOHYJICS
ciierka 6e3yMHO# yJIbIOKO TBOpLIA, MpedbIBaloLIero B akidopun
OT CaMoro TpoIiecca CO3U/IaHMs, KOTAa U3-TI0J] €0 PYK BBIXOIUT
HEUYTO HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE, BOJIIIIEOHOE; KOT/Ia Mar YyBCTBYET ceOst
BOWCTUHY JEMHUYPrOM, PaBHBIM OOTaM-CO3IATEIsIM.



OH ¢ 1000BHBIM TPEMETOM U HEXKHOCTHIO TIPOBEJT MOAYIIIEeY-
KaMHU MNaJjblLEB M0 JIMIly CTOSIBILEH Mepe HUM JEBYILIKHU, U Ha ee
IIeKax MOsIBUIICSA JIeTKui pymsiHell. Ee rpynb paBHOMEPHO B3/bl-
MaJlach, IIeBeJIsl YMaBIIyI0 HA OOHaKEHHBI COCOK TEMHO-PbI-
XKYIO TIPSi/ib, PIKUE PECHUIIBI TPETIETAIH, a Ha aJIbIX OJECTSIINX
ry0ax urpajia 4yTh CMyIIEHHAs YIIBIOKA.

— Ipekpacuno! CosepiienHo, Mapuiena! — BbIIOXHYJT UMIIEpa-
TOP, ¥ OT €r0 JbIXaHW$ Ha JJIMHHBIX PECHULIAX U INIAJAKUX IIeKax
JEBYIIIKU OCEJU CHEKUHKU.

W He pacrasiu.

Amsp Haxmypuicsa. OcMOTpes OMOYMBAJIBHIO, 3aBAJICHHYIO
0OJIOMKaMH JIb/Ia C KEHCKUMH OYEPTAHUSMU — HEYJauHble K-
3eMIUISIPbI, KOTOpBlE OH B A0caje pa3Omyl U He YHAOCYKHUICS
yOpats. Ero B3ris ynas Ha CTONMK y JIOKa C XPyCTaTbHBIM (bia-
KOHOM, TOpeBIIUM PyOMHOBOM 3BE3/101.

— Bpewms, Bpems... Y mens ero Het! OcoOeHHO, Ha SKCIepH-
MeHTbl. Eciiu ee packycuiiv Kakue-To I0HIIbl ¢ IEPBOTO B3IIIsAA,
TO MOV HEHAaBUCTHBIM Bpar TeM Oojee monmer... Her, He moi-
J€eT... Hy’)KHa )KuBas, Teras. .. A eciu... Pacraer wim Her? Unu
nonpo6oBarh MHaue? Yepes KpoBb MOCPEAHUKA. .. XM...

OH OCTOPOXHO, ABYMSI MaJIblIaMK B3sUT PyOMHOBBIN (prIakoH
¢ «KopHewm comHIta», B300Tal, pacCHIIaB MO XPYCTATBHBIM CTe-
HaM pBDKEBaTO-ajible OTHEHHbIe OTOJIECKM, W TUIECHYJ Ha JTHO
CTOSIBILIETO psfoM Ookana. [Tomopiuics, koraa B Bo3ayxe IMo-
TJTHUT TYCTOM MEJIOBBIY 3ariax.

— Beinien, Mapuena, — npukazai UMIIEPATOp CHETYPOUKeE.



— Brnaronapio, Mol UMIIepaTop, — CHEXUTh MpuUceia B peBe-
paHce, MOJHSIACH U CJIeTKa PBAHBIM I11IarOM JIBUHYJIACH K CTOJIH-
Ky.

3t0 ObLIM MOCAEJHHE 1Iark B HEJOITON KU3HU JIeASTHON KyK-
abl. OT MepBOro ke IOTKa JMKCUPA OHA MOTEKJIa pyUYEerKoM,
U yepe3 MUHYTY B JIyKE JIeKaJld OIUIBIBIINE, KAK BECEHHUM CY-
rpo0, KyCKH JibJa U OCKOJIKU XPyCTaIsl.

Aumap OpesriuBo nuyn ux. 3agymancs. HlenkHyn naneiiamu,
BBICEKasi CHHUE UCKPBI.

— Bcranb, Mapuena!

OruteIBIIMI CYrpo0 3aIieBeUICs, CKJIA/IbIBasiCh B OOHaKEH-
HYIO IEBUYBIO (pUTypy C uepTamu Jimua Jienu Mapuensl. KyTko-
BaTasi BOJIIIOa Ha4YaIach 3aHOBO.

AJapa yCroKauBaso OHO: C KaX/IbIM pa30M CHETYpPKa BbIXO-
JWJia coBepileHHee, kuBee. Jlaxe nogooust Haiinbl, — a oH co-
3[1aBaJl UX COTHSMHU, ThICSYaMHU, LIETYI0 apMUIO KOMU! — y HEro
HE TOJTy4aJIiCh TAKUMU OJIM3KUMHU K OPUTHHAITY.

A ecimu gath el monpoOoOBaTh TEIUTYI0 YeTOBEYECKYI0 KPOBb
C pacTBOpeHHOU B Hel Karuied «KopHst conmHua»? — 3amgymai-
csa Mar. Takoe Terio He pacTonuT JeAsHylo Kykiy. He cpaszy.
3aro npugact el HeoOXOMUMYIO JIJIsl CHOIIIEHUH SJIaCTUYHOCTb.
OcrasibHOE AOMOJHAT 3€pKajia, Marvsi ¥ MOPOK. A To, 4To A3ap-
XapT B JIIOOOM CITydyae MovyyeT Markio, MOXKHO CIHMCATh Ha TTOCTIE -
CTBHUSI OPaYHOTO pUTYyasia U JMKCUPA IJis TPYCIUBOW HEBECTHI.

— W He 3a0BITh ObI 3aMEHUTH TeOE MOPIOYKY Ha JIMUYUKO TIPUH-
LIECChl, — YCMEXHYJICSI AJI9p, MOXJIONAB MO IIeKe MOTyYUBIIYIO-



csl JTydllle IpexHer CHerypouky. — [1710Xo TosbKo, 4To MaTpula
MOJTyYMJIACh C U3bSTHOM — OPUTHHAJ YK€ HE JEBCTBEHHUIIA, HO Y
TeOs1 MbI 3Ty MeJIOUb NIONPaBUM, MUJIasi Mapuena.

— Bbnaronapio, Mo umnieparop, — ¢ ylIblOKoi 000kKaHUsI OTO-
3BaJIACh CHEXUTb.

AJ3p cMaxHyJ C Kpeciia JIEASHOE KPOLIEeBO, Cell, 3alyM4YnBO
yIiepeB MoAOOPOIOK B KyJaK.

— Kak e Ts:xkeno ucnpapisiTh OMOKHA MoIogocTu! A Befib s
JepKyCh ykKe He OTHY COTHIO JIET, He MOAIA0ch A3apxaprty, Oyab
OH mpokJiaT. TemHast cTpaHa He OTKycHsIa OOJIbIe HU TSN OT
3eMeJib UMIIEPUH, He B3sJ1a HU JIyIH, XOTsI yOuia, yBbl, MHOTHX.
W ko 310 oienut, Mapuena?

— 41, Moii rociofIMH! — CHErypouKa COBCEM KakK KUBast OIyCTH-
JIaCh Ha KOJIEHU U, IOYTUTEJILHO B351B B JIAJOHA TPUCMUPEBIIYIO
MMIIEPATOPCKYIO KOCy, nouenoBana. Koca BelpBasach, B3METHY-
JIach CHEKHOM METEJIbIO, U Mar C y/10BJIETBOPEHUEM OTMETHJI, UTO
Ha 3TOT pa3 CHEXKUHKU HE 3a/IePKATUCh HA KOXKE JIEBYILKH, a MO-
TEKJIM BJIAXXHBIMU JJOPOXXKKaMU. Bripouem, OHU OBICTPO OCTBLIH,
a KyKJla CHOBa NoTepsijla TEKYyUyIO )KUBOCTb.

— Paborarts emne u padorath, — B3A0XHYT Amap. — Eciu Th 1y-
Maelllb, YTO MHE XOYeTCsl OTAABATh MPOKJIATOMY TeMHOMY MOIO
HEBECTY, TO THI ommbaemnbes. S emne He coBceM 3Beph. OHa HU-
9yeM He 3aCITy’Kiia Takor ydactu. Momun, Mapriena, — oGopBat
OH BCTPEINEeHYBIIYIOCS] CHETYpOUKY. — UTO Obl TBOSI OT3€pKaJIeH-
Hasl MaMsTh TeOe HU IIenTaia, He CMed TOBOPUTh MHE. 3epKaia
MMEIOT CBOWCTBO UCKaxarb. A eciii Buonerra u 3aciyxkunia, 1o



s erre 00 3TOM He 3Hal, U y3HA He oT TeOs. B modoM ciydae
Azapxapty OyJeT CIMIIKOM XHPHO TOIYyYUTh TO, YTO JOJIKEH
TIOJTyYUTb S1.

— U BB OTHA/IUTE €My MeHsI BMECTO Hee? — C paBHOIYIIHEM
CHEXHOM IMYCTBIHU CIIPOCUJIA CHETYPOUKa.

— I'nynas. Kak Obi1a, Tak 1 ocranack aypa aypou. 1 oraam
TBOE TeJo, He TeOs1. TBoe sensHoe Teno. [1ycTh aenaer ¢ Hum, 4To
xoueT. OHO Bce paBHO ObICTpO paspymmTcs. Ho pa3se Tl — 3T0
TBOe Tesio? OHO y TeOs yKe IATOoe 3a NocieiHue Hu, Mapiiena.

— Iecroe. Tol mATH pa3 MeHs yOUBaI.

— Yertsipe. [lepBblil pa3 Teds1 yOus1 Moil najad.

— Ho Tb1 3Hau1, 4TO MEH# X/1eT! — ynpeKHyJia KyKia.

— 3Hnain. Ho kak OblI 51 cienan 1edst GeccMepTHOM, He yOUB TBOE
TEJIO, ITOT HECOBEPIIEHHBIA HOCUTEIb, 32 KOTOPBIM TaK CUJIBHO
HETUISUIOCh TBOe co3HaHue? DTo ObUI0 HEOOXOAUMO. A Terephb
ThI TIOUTH COBepIlIeHHA 1 6eccMepTHa. [1o kpaiiHeii Mepe, 10 Tex
1op, TIOKa CYIIECTBYIOT MoU BoeOHble 3epkaia. O, ecnu Obl
s cam youn Haiiny, oHa Obl HMKOTZIa HE CMOIJIa OT MeHs cOe-
KaThb! — AJ3p C SIPOCTHIO pa3IaBUI KAOITYKOM OCKOJIOK X PyCTallb-
Horo 6okasa. Ho Berbilika GpICTpO Toracia — UMIIepaTop CITHII-
KOM ycTall. — S momapui Tede cMepTh U 6eccMepTHe, KEHIIMHA.
Jaske ecii MOrMOHET 3TO TEJIO, 51 CO37aM U1 TeOS HOBOE U CHO-
Ba HAaroyHIo ero To6oi. Mnu vacteio Teds. Tol, 4yto ycnen co-
XPaHUTb.

— D10 OOJIBHO.

— Bpemb. Tebe yxe He GOBHO.



— $1 nomHI0 my 6omb. U xotena Ob1 3a0bITh. HO Kakapiil pa3
OHa BO3BPAIIIAETCSl.
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