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IIpoJior

CTpeJioK, YKPBHIBIIMIACS B TYIIe KPOHBI CTApOro /1y0a, MEJICHHO MOJIHEC apOaJieT K Iiedy, orep
Ha TOJICTBIN CYK, PUMEPHIT U CTaJl *KJaTh. BbIJIO %apKo, U OUeHb XOTeJIOCh MUTh. PIIsiKKa ¢ BOIOU
y Hero OblIa, HO OH 0OsiIcs OOHAPYKUTh ceOsl HEJIOBKMM [JIBMKEHHEM WM YIYCTHTh PEIIAIONIUi
MOMEHT, a OH, 3TOT MOMEHT JIOJKEH CKOPO HacTaTh. CTPENOK ka1 BTOPbIE CYTKH, U, CyAs 110 BCEMY,
€ro UCIIBITAaHUS, MOIXOJWIN K KOHILY, KaK U ku3Hb. OH NOHMMAJ, YTO YWUTH IOCJE TOro, Kak 3aro-
BOpEHHasl CTpesia Cpa3uT Bpara, He yJacTcsl, HO 3TO €ro MouyTH He BOMHOBaIO. HaemHblil yOuiiiia
3HaJI 00 STOM C CaMOro Havasia U ObUT TOTOB BBepUThCs cynbOe. OH yke yMep, a MEpTBOMY HUYEro
HE CTpAIIIHO, TaK, [0 KpaifHell Mepe, eMy BHYILaI HACTABHUK.

Haemuunk nocmotpe:t Ha rpsizHOe HeOo. Kak roBoprii MOHaX1 B MOHACTBIPE, (2 OH IIPOBEJ TaM
BCE CBOE JIETCTBO), 10 MPHUX0Ja Ykaca HeOO ObLIO YUCTBIM U SIPKUM, a COJTHIIE )KAPKUM M BECEJTbIM.
To ObLIH, HAJIO TONIAraTh, CYACTIMBBIE BpeMeHa. MHOro JiereH 1 XOAUI0 O TOM BPEMEHHU, U CITUIIKOM
HE BepOSITHBIMU OHM Ka3aJTHCh ceiiuac, YToObl ObITh MpaBiol. OH UM He 0YEHb-TO U BEPHII, J1a i KAKOE
Ternepb TO UMEJIO 3HAaYeHUE ISl Hero. . .

MaccuBHble 1yOOBblE BOPOTa 3aMKa PACMaxHYJIHUCh, CO CKPEXKETOM OIYyCTHJICS Y3KUNA MOCT
HaJ| TyOOKUM PYKOTBOPHBIM KaHAJIOM, 3aIlOJTHEHHBIM MYTHOM 3aCTOSUION BOOH. JIpoOHO 3acTydasnu
TIOJIKOBHI TIO OpycuaTrke BOpa, U B apKe KPEMOCTHOM CTEHbI MOKa3asicst epBbiii BcagHuK. OH HACTO-
POKEHHO OCMOTpEJICSA [0 CTOPOHAM U, HEe 3aMETHB HHUUYEro OMacHOro, TPOHYJ KOHSI, MUHOBAJT MOCT.
MoirtieHasi KaMHEM JIOpora Mpoxouiia HeJaJIeKo OT JepeBa, U BCKOPE BCAJAHUK MPUOIU3IICS K 1yOy,
TIO/IHSUI TOJIOBY M C MUHYTY BHUMATEJIbHO PAcCMaTpUBA YPOIJIMBOIO TMraHTa, BUJEBIIETO COJHIIE
B YKMCTOM HeOe U MepexXuBIIIero BpeMst Yxkaca, npuiiesiero ¢ Heoec. [1yd ycTosim B MOMEHT BceoO-
IIer0 pa3pyIIEHUs U TeTleph CTa MOCIeAHUM MTPUCTAHUILIEM cTpesika. JI030pHBIN, He 3aMeTUB HUYEro
TMOI03PUTENIBHOTO, OOEPHYJICA U MOJAl KOMY-TO B 3aMKe 3HaK pyKOl. TpOHYJ KOHSI U Me[JIeHHO
HaIpaBWICS K TopOsiiieMycsi HeBAaJIeKe X0JIMY, 3a KOTOPbIN yXOAu/a y3Kas Jopora.

Crpeok He 0osiicst ObITh OOHAPYKEHHBIM, OH 3HAJT, YTO HAJICKHO YKPBIT, TOITOMY, KaK TOJIBKO
JO30PHBIT MUHOBAJI IEPEBO, MPOAOIKIIT HAOTIOIEHHE 32 MpPavHOU 0OuTeNbio. Bpems paciBera 3amka
OCTaJIOCh TaM, B MPOIIUIOM. Y3Kac He MOIIAAUI €r0 MOIIHBIX CTeH U MHOTOYMC/IEHHBbIX OareH. Mx
BOCCTAHOBWJIM, HO BOCCTaHOBIJIM HACKOPO, Oe3 ObLION TINATEILBHOCTH U TBIITHOCTH. BoccTaHOBMIM
IJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI TPOTUBOCTOSITH Xa0Cy U O€33aKOHUIO, 3aXJIECTHYBIIMX CTPaHy, €1Ba He MOTrHOIIyI0
O] HATUCKOM KaTaKJIM3Ma.

Cryx cTpenka ylIoBWI 3BYKU JIBUKEHHS B 3aMKe. UTO-TO JOKHO OBLIO MPOM3OMTH, TaK Kak
BOPOTA BCE ellle OCTABAIMCH IIMPOKO PACHAXHYTHIMU, MOCT OITyIIEHHBIM, U HAEMHUK OIILyTH MPUOIH-
JKeHHe pOKOBOro MoMeHTa. OH He oImOCcst — BCKOpe TIOKa3aJicsl HeOOMbIIoi KOHHbIHA oTpsi. Ceprie
youiitipl poruyno. Cepaie, HO He pyka. C MpauHbIM yAOBJIETBOPEHUEM OH OTMETWII, YTO BhIOpa
OYeHb yIaYHOE MECTO /17151 3aca/ibl. B 9T0 BpeMsi CyTOK MyTHOE COJTHIIE CBETHJIO €MY B CIIMHY U HE cJle-
nwto ma3. M Betep Iy OT 3aMKa B JIMLIO, YTO HA KAKOE-TO BPeMsi MOIJIO CIIACTH €r0 OT OOHAPYKEHU S
cobakamu, HO K CYACTBIO B OKPYXKEHUU OTpsiia UX He ObLJIO, OH OKOHYATEILHO YCTIOKOMJICS M CTall
*1atb. Llens eiie He MOsIBUIIACh, HO CTPEJIOK MEAJIEHHO, MOYTH OeclryMHO B3Bel apOasieT. OH Obul
TOTOB.

HeOosbimoi priliapckuii KOHHBIA OTPSiI MHOBAJI MOCT U, BbIeXaB Ha JJOPOTY, OCTAHOBHUJICS.
Paznmanach KopoTKasi KOMaHIa, U BOMHBI MEPECTPOUIMCh B TMOXOAHYI0 KOJOHHY, HO OCTAIUCh
Ha Mecre. JIuib 1Ba BcaJHUKa OTAETUINCH OT OTPsijia U, IOBTOPSIS IyTh JO30PHOI0, MEJIJIEHHO CKa-
KaJIM TI0 IOpore, ele pa3 mpoBepsisi 6e30macHoCTb myTu. CTPeJIoK ciierka pacciaduIcs, PeliuB, YTo
MyCTh TOT, KOTO OH 3KJET, CBOEH 3aIeP:KKOW HEMHOTO MPOJUIUT U €ro Ku3Hb. ’KUTh BCe-TaKM XOTe-
JIOCh, HO TYT B IIpOeMe Y3KMX KPETOCTHBIX BOPOT MOKA3aJics ellle OIMH BCaJAHUK. 10 Obu1 oH! CTpe-
JIOK y3HAJ €ro cpasy, U BCe pa30M M3MEHWJIOCh, BCe COMHEHHsI OTCTYIUJIM, OH AyMaJl TOJIbKO O Mpo-
THUBHUKE !
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Pocbiii BOMH B MPOCTHIX AocTiexax Ha 0ejoM KoHe mogbexant K oTpsaay. CTpesiok OTY4eTIMBO
pasznrya MmsITHO €ro JIMA B OBaJe IuleMa ¢ MOJHATHIM 3a0pajioM, CIIbIIIAJ €ro royioc, OTIAIOIIUI
KOMaH/Ibl BonHaM. Criplinas, HO He MOHUMal HU ciioBa. OH coCpeioTOUMICS Ha TPHUIIEIMBAHUH, OH
HE MOT' IIPOMaxHYTbCs, OH 3HAJI, YTO €My JIaH JIMIIIb OIUH BBICTpPEI, U OH 00s3aH nonacts! OTpsin
TPOHYJICS, YepPe3 MUHYTY TOJI0Ba KOPOTKOW KOJIOHHBI IOUTH TMIOPABHsIIACH C MeCTOM 3acajibl. CTpesiok
BBUKIAJT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia [1eJ1b PUOIM3UTHCS HA MAKCUMAJIBHO OJTM3KOE PACCTOSTHUE W HAaXKaJl MyCK.

Tsokenasi, U3rOTOBJIGHHAs] MaraMu CTpejia BIMJIaCh B IPyb, MPOOUB JOCHEXH, HO BCAJHUK
JIMIIb TIOKAYHYJICS B BBICOKOM ceJijie. PhIlapb CTOSIIMI PSIOM ¢ HUM IPOpearupoBaj MIHOBEHHO:
ero B3IVIS/ MPOCISAN MPeroiaraeMyio TPAeKTOPHIO TIOJIeTa CTPesibl M Yepe3 CeKyH/y KOHb Hec
BcagHMKA K 1yOy. UyTh Mo3ke ClIeIoM MOMYAIUChH €Ille HECKOIbKO BOMHOB, & OCTAJIbHBIC B3SLIH
B KOJILIIO Cpa)keHHOro cTpenion phiapsa. CTpesok OOJIeryeHHO B3J0XHYJ, OH He MpOMaxHYyJcs!
[Nonan, a ocTajabHOE TOBEPIIUT HEOOBbIUHAS cTpesa. VM ellie OH ¢ yAMBJIEHUEM YBHIEI Ha JIUIIE POCIIOTO
BOMHA YJbIOKY. HeOpeXHbIM IBHKEHHUEM OH PBaHYII CTpelly, HO CIEIMATbHO BBHIMIOTHEHHOE IPEBKO
JIETKO CJIOMAJIOCh, OCTaBUB HEOOBIYHBI HAKOHEUHHK TIIyOOKO B TeJie YeJIOBeKa, Terepb BCe PEeaio
BpeMs. HakoHeUHMK yxke Hayasl CBOe pa3pyLUMTENbHOE JEHCTBUE. DTO MOUYYBCTBOBAJ U PAHEHBIN
BoMH. OH TOKauHYJICS, MPUHUK K JIOMAIN M CTAJI MEUIEHHO CIION3aTh Ha 3emuno. Ero moaxsaruim
BOMHBI, OEPEKHO OIYCTUIIM Ha COYHYIO TPaBY, HO BO BCEX UX ACUCTBHAX YUTAIOCH HegoymMeHne. OHM
ObLIM SIBHO pacTepsiHbl. YOUIIA YIOBIETBOPEHHO YJIBIOHYJICS, BCE MIET TaK, KAaK eMy W TOBOPHJIM.
Ot 371011 CcTpenbl 1IeMOHy He yiTtu! Bo3mesaue HacTuriio ero!

Crpenka oOHapyXWM OBICTPO, OH HE MBITAJICA 3apsAAUTh apOaJieT U OKa3aTh COMPOTHUBIICHHE,
HO ¥ He ToponuJics caatbesi. OH XOTeN HaclaJuThCsl KOHIIOM KU3HH Bpara.

OnuH U3 BCaIHUKOB BJIOKHUII CTPEITY B JIETKUM JIYK, putienics. CTpesiok paBHOLYIIIHO CMOT-
pesT Ha BCaJHWKA M KJaJ, HE IMBITasICh YKPBITHCS 32 TOJCTHIM CTBOIOM. OH M HafeAThCS HE MOT
Ha TaKyIo JIETKYIO CMEPTb.

— B3Atb %kMBbIM! — paHEHbII1 BOMH NIPUIIOAHSIICS Ha JIoKTe. — ZKuBbiM! — ['o510C 3Byuan rpomko,
TMIOBEJIUTENILHO, HO CTPEJIOK YiKe YJIOBMII B HEM HOTKY CIa0OCTH, BOUH TEPSUT CUJIbI, 3HAYMT, BCE IILIO
no tiany! W, Tem He MeHee, eMy He XOTeJIOCh YMUPATh PaHbIIIE CBOEH KEPTBBI.

OH mponepskascs ele OKOJIO YeTBepTU 4Yaca, Mpeske YeM OTIMYHO TPEHUPOBAHHBIE BOWHBI
COMJTH €ro CTpeJlaMu, CO CHATBIMM HAKOHEYHMKAMH Ha 3eMJTIO U TIOBEN K PAHEHOMY.

— MarwucTp, MBI CXBaTHIIM €ro! — yrpioMO MPOU3HEC OIMH U3 HUX.

Maructp MeIeHHO OTKPBUI IJ1a3a, Halles B3IJISA0M yOUMILy:

— Kro Tebs1 mocnan? — mporoBopuii OH JIOCTaTOYHO TBEpAbIM ronocoM. CTpernok Momyai,
C OTpEIIeHHBIM BUJIOM. Maructp ¢ MUHYTY COOMpAJICS C CUJIAaMHM, HallleJ KOro-TO IJ1a3aMH, MpHUKa-
3aJ1 3aMETHO OCIa0eBIINM 32 STU MTHOBEHHMsI TomocoM: — Kpom, Bo3Bpaliaemcsi 3aMOK, ¥ TIPUBEIH
nekaps!

BouHbl nepenoxuiyd MarucTpa Ha TMpPUHECEHHbIE U3 3aMKa HOCHJIKM M OCTOPOKHO TTOHECIIH
B ero nokou. OHY ObUIM MOJIABJIEHBI M PACTEPSIHBI, HE JO KOHIIA TOHMMAasl BCEH TPAaru4HOCTU CITyYHUB-
IIIETOCHI.

Maructpa BHECIM B IPOCTOPHYIO KOMHATY, CIYXHUBIIYIO CIaJIbHEH, OEpekHO MepesioKIIHI
Ha KpoBaTh. Pa3Buras BOMHOB, K JIOXKY MarucTpa nogoien jekaps [apr.

— OcraBbre Hac ¢ Kpomom u ['aprom! — mpurkasai ciabeiM rojiocoOM YMHPAIOIINK, JTOKIATCS,
TMIOKa BOVHBI C TUIEHHUKOM MOKHHYJTH ITOKOH, TOMAHWJT OCTABIIIErocsi KOMaHMpa €ro JINYHOM rBapIuu
U JIeKapsi, IPOrOBOPMII TUXUM, TEPSIOLIMM TBEPAOCTh ToiocoM: — Kpom, st ymupaio! — oH cyaopokKHO
CIJIOTHYJ, 3aKanuisiics. Ha ryGax mokasanach KpoBaBasi MeHa, HO IJia3a MOKa OCTABAIUCH SICHBIMU
1 BiacTHeIMUA. OHU 3aCTaBIITM BOMHA CKJIOHUTHCS ellle HUKE K YMUPAIOLIEMY PhILIApIO, ¥ OH YCIIbIIIAT
IIENOT MarkcTpa:

— Kpowm, a5 Toro, 4to0s! st BEpHYJICS, Thl OyAEIIb BHIIOIHATH BCE, 0 4YeM TeOst monpocut [apr!
3anomMHu — Bee!
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— Ha, maructp! § BeINONHIO, BCE, YTO MHE MpUKaxeT ['apT, — MOBTOPWIJI HU CKOJIBKO, HE YIU-
BUBIIIKCh, BOUH. — §] Bce czienan! — moMe i1, pOU3HEC TBEPIO, CIOBHO JIaBajl KJIATBY. — Marucrp,
sl HAWAY JIONEH, MOCIABIIMX YOUIIly, 1 YHUUTOXKY !

— Her! — ¢ mocnemHocThio poropopui ymupatomuii. — Het! Jlaxke He mipiTaiics uckars! Y te0s
apyras 3aga4a! — nepeBest couBlieecs IpIXxaHue, Mponokm. — Cenaenib, Tak Kak 51 Tede ckasa!
Ecnu He ycneens cam, mepeaaiib CBOUM JETSAM WM HAJIEKHBIM JIOASAM, — OH OIMSTh 3aKaluIsICs,
CUJTBI yOBIBAJIM Ha TU1a3ax. — 5 Oyay xaath! A kKaath s yMelo! — OH HaJJ0JITo 3aMOJT4all, HO BOUH BUE,
YTO CO3HAHWE He MOKMHYJIO MarucTpa, ¥ TepIeIruBo Kaal. — A Ternepb OCTaBb Hac ¢ ['aproM, — BOMH
TOPOILIMBO, LIEHsI KAXKIbI MUT YXOJAIIEH KM3HA MarucTpa, BbIIE, TUIOTHO MPUKPBIB IBEPb.

— Tapr, nonoiiau 6mke! — mporoBopr MarucTp. Jlekaphs OeciryMHO TPUOIM3IICS. — Y MeHs
Ha Irpyay KJII0Y OT JJabopatopuu. Bo3bmu ceituac, moka s ;kuB. HUKTO He 10J15KeH 3HaTh, UTO OH Y TeOs,
BIIPOUEM, 32 ITUM TpocieauT Kpom, — 3aMOJIK Ha HECKOJIBKO TATOCTHBIX Uil ['apTa MrHOBEHUH. —
ThI XOpOIIIO YCBOMJ TpakTar oTua ['yHHa?

— Jla, maructp, He coMHeBaiTech! f 3Ha10 ero Hau3ycTh! — He 6e3 rOPAOCTH 3aBEePHII JIeKaph.
OH ¢ HapacTaroIiel TPeBOroi Caeau 3a TePSIIONUM CUJTbl YeJIOBEKOM.

Maructp MoHsII ero, cado YabIOHYJICS, IPOrOBOPHMII BCE TaK K€ TUXO, HO TBEP/IO:

— DTO XOpOIIIO, KaJlb, YTO OH HE YCIIENl €r0 OKOHYUTh, BIIPOYEM, TPAKTAT HEJIb3s1 OKOHYHUTD,
MOKa €CTh... — JIepHyJ cnaberomeil pykoi. — [loroBopuM 6e3 MUCTUKH, €€ OCTaBUM ApPYrum. Thl,
3Haelllb, EMy C TTOMOIIIBI0 KaMHE! JIIoAen cO 3Be3/1 YIaI0Ch VYUTN! JLJ1st 3TOro HY’KHO JIBa KaMHs1 !
ITO OH B TpaKTaTe MOIPOOHO ONKcal ¥ Ha ceOe ke M MPOBEPHJI, s MOJaraio, Mpou30IILIa. . .

lapT ¢ nevanbHBIM BOCTOPrOM CMOTPENI Ha MarkcTpa, OH MOHUMAJ, YTO, IPUJIMB CHJT TIPUXO-
JWTCS HA TOCNIeTHIE MUHYTHI )KM3HU 3TOTO YeJIOBEeKa, M MOSTOMY He repeOuBall, OIyIast BCIO BakK-
HOCTb MOMEHTA.

...JIOCa/IHas1 CIyYalHOCTb, YTO OH JIO CUX TIOP HE BEPHYJICS. ..

Ho 1o storo oren I'yan o6ocHoBas BozmoxxHOCTE BO3BPAIIIEHU A ¢ HeGec ¢ momoripio Tpex
KamHeit! BoT 310 Tl U I07KEH czienath: BHaYajle TIOMOYb MHE YWTH Ty[a, — OH C TPYAOM TOIHSLT
PYKY BBEpX, — a IOTOM BEpHYTb, JUIsl Yero Hy>KHO JI0OBITh elle oAuH KameHb! Moe Tesno cripsiuerns !
XOopoIo crpsiyellb, Tak, YTOObl TOT, KTO TIOCa yOUIIly HE MOT €ro HaWTH... DTO TBOU IJIaBHBIC
3a/1a4M, a OCTaJIbHOE, ThI 3Haelb! 3alMUCh, 9TUM, HE OTKJIaAbIBas!

OH onsTh HAJOJTO 3aMOJIK, HO JKU3Hb €I1Ie IepKasiach B ero Teiie, 1 Kpom penicsi mnoToponuTh
MarucTpa:

— Yro ganplne, Maructp? — OH MPUJIOKHIII YXO K TPYIM YMHUPAIOILIETO U YJIOBHII c1adboe OueHne
cepana. — Yto genatb noTom!? — MpoIIenTat OH B OTYASTHUM, U MarkCTp YCIBIIIAI €ro.

— B mikarynke nBa KaMHs, IPUCTYNail K pUTyally HEMEMJIEHHO. .. Y y3Hail KTo CTOUT 3a Moei
CMEpTHIO... Y3Hail Tak, 4ToObl HEe MPUBJIEYb €0 BHUMAHUE, 51, MOJIaraio, 3T0 OYCHb BIIUSATEIbHbBIN
Y OTIACHBIN YEJIOBEK, — CJIOBA JABAJIMCh MY BCE TPY/IHEE U TPYAHEE, MBICIIH Iy TAIMCh. — Y3Hal U 3aTa-
uch. TBOs I71aBHAs 3a1a4a HAWTU TPETUI KaMeHb U MPU3BaTh MeHsI ¢ HeOec Ha 3eMITI0! — MocTIeIHue
CJIOBA JIEKaph €jBa pacciblmai. Maructp Jojaro cooupaics ¢ CHlaMu, Tpesxie YeM MPOAOIKUTh. —
W3Bnevenis U3 Tesa, MoToM, KOrjaa s yMpy, HAKOHEUHHK CTPeJTbl M COXpaHuIllb. JKaute MeHsl, st 00si-
3arenbHO BepHych! [IpucTynaii k putyany! — ero pedb crajia Hepa3O0OpUYMBOUM, OH Havayl OpeInTh,
’KU3HB MOKUJIAJIa MarMCTPa, ¥ MOCNIeTHee, YTO MPOU3HECIH I'yObl yMUPAIOIIEro, ObLJIO CTPAHHOE CJIOBO
Benbzom. ..
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I'maBa 1

dapr BOTKHYJ MeU B [IECOK, OIPEAEINII BPEMsI [0 OTOPOIIEHHOW TEHH, TOCMOTPEJ U3-TIOJL PyKH
Ha COJIHIIE, OIPe/iesisisl CTOPOHBI CBETA, HAMETWII ITyTh, M TPOHYJI yCTaBIIEero KoHs. JKMBOTHOE TOCK-
JIMBO BCXPAITHYJIO M CTAJIO MEJVIEHHO NOHUMAThCS1 HAa BO3BBIIIEHHOCTb. Papr 1 caM efiBa Jepkajcs
B ceie. [71a3a HEBOJIBHO IAPHIIM IO TOJIBIM BEPXYILIKaM OAMHAKOBBIX XOJIMOB B MOMCKaX YIOOHOTO
MecTa Jis1 OMBaKa ¥ He HaXOIWJI: BCIOLY BBDKKEHHAsI CIIeTKa XOIMHUCTas1 cTenb, MeprBasi crers. Hu
KJIOUKa TeHH, JIMIIb ucnenessomee condie. Crenp 3aTaniach B 0KUIAHUM MPEACTOSAILETO MUpILe-
CTBa, OHA ’kj1ana, 1 Papr NoHUMaJl, 4To KJaTh el octasloch Hegouro. IpecienoBarenn ynopHo 1M
10 cJIe/ly, a MOCJIEAHUE /1Ba JHS UX MOKHO ObLIO HAaOMI0AaTh Ha caMoM ropusoHTe. C3au 3acK punes
MIECOK, U PAAOM TSKEJIO 3a/1blIasia JIOMA b JeCATHHUKA.

— I'ocnogun! Tlorons coBcem psjgom! Ilopa yxoauTs! — npoxpumesn oH NepecOXIMM FOPIOM.
OnaJsieHHble COJTHLIEM I'YObl PACTPECKAIUCh ¥ KPOBOTOUMJIM. BocnasieHHbIe 171a3a ¢ HEHaBUCTBIO CMOT-
peiM Ha 3aBUCIIEE HAJl JIMHUEH ropU30HTa UCIIeneNsiolee cBeTusI0. PasoBano oaHO: MyTh COJMHIIA
10 JIMHUM TOPU30HTA ObLT KOPOTOK, CKOPO OMYCTATCS T'YCThIE B 9THX HIMPOTax CyMepKH, OBICTPO
niepexoAsye B HOUb, — MX JUHCTBEHHAsI Ha/Iek/1a Ha XOTs Obl BpeMeHHOe criaceHue. Beerna xmas-
HOKPOBHBIH CTEMHSIK Ha 3TOT pa3 HepBHUYAII. Jla ¥ ObLJIO OT Yero: y HUX 3a CIIMHOW COBCEM OJIM3KO
0003/IeHHBII Bpar, He 3HAIOIIMIA MOIIa/Ibl, U He 1ail 60T ObITh UM 3aXBaY€HHBIM B ILIeH. Jlydie yme-
peTh B 60M0. ..

dapr HaMeTHIT OYepeHON HEBBICOKMI XOJIM, MasTYMBIINI Ha TOpPU30HTE Oe3rpaHnyHor Mepr-
BOW CTeNH U, 0OEPHYBIIMCH K HEOOJIBIIION I'PyIIIIE JTIOAEH, BCe, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT €ro OTpsijia, CKOMaH-
J0BaJl, yKa3bIBasi IJIETKOM HalpaBJieHUEe JABUKEHUS:

—Briepen! Ckopo fomkeH ObITh KoJTozeI! — TYT OH OYTH He JiyKaBuil. Konopern 1eficTBUTeIbHO
IOJKEH ObITh, 00 9TOM €My YCIeN CKa3aTh Iepel] CMEpThI0 TPOBOAHUK, KOTOPOrO OHM HAHSUIM /ISt
nepexona yepe3 MeptByio crernb. Ho rie ero uckars, ecim nepeq ria3aMu OeCKOHEeUHbIe HEBBICOKHUE
XOJIMBI U TJIa3y HEe Ha 4eM 3ajiepkarbesi? I ie TOT X0IM ¢ KaMEHHbIM UCTYKaHOM, O KOTOPOM IFOBOPHJT
npoBOAHUK? M OT KOTOPOro, eciiv ABUTaThCS Ha ceBep, 0 oasuca moiaHs mytd. OH oOepHyscs,
Ha TOPU30HTE PACION3AIOCh TBIIbHOE 00JIaKO, — MIOTOHST MPHOMKAIACh CITUIIIKOM OBICTPO.

— lNocnonuH, HazO yXOoUTh! — HAMOMHUI AECATHUK. — OHU CMEHWIH Jlolajei. X0oTs — Ham
HE YITH, — B TOJIOCE CTEIHSIKA 3BydYaJia OOpEUeHHOCTb.

— Xar, — Ha3Bas1 Papr cTenHsAKa 10 UMEHH, — IPOBOJAHUK YTO-TO TOBOPUJI O KAKUX-TO PyHHAX. ..
ITO r1e-TO HelANeKo. . .

CrenHsK AepHYJICS B Cefljie, pe3KOo MOBEPHYJI TooBy, U Papr yBuIes B IJ1a3ax AECATHUKA BHA-
yajie HeJOyMEeHHe, a 3aTeM CTpax:

— Her, rocnogu! — B royioce Beeraa xJiaJHOKPOBHOIO CTETHsIKA Clblaiics yxac. — Her, Tyna
Hesb3s! D10 BepHast rudesb!

— Ay Hac 4rt0, ectb BbIOOp? — ycTasio npousHec Papr, oH 1 cam ObLT HACJBILIAH O MPAYHON
cJ1aBe 3TUX pyuH. — YTo Ham TepATh. — OH 00epHyJIcs, U Opa3uiIcs, — MOTOHs OblIa OJIMKe, YeM OH
OXuzai yBuaeTb. — JKar, Tak Thl 3Haelllb, Iie 3T pyuHbl? Tam MOXHO AepxkaTb 000pPOHY? — ynapuil
KOHS TUIETKOM.

JIeCATHUK MPUILTIIOPUII CBOETO CKAaKyHa, JOTHAJI, IPOrOBOPUJI XMYPO:

— 41 3nat0, rie pyunsl 3amka Meptebix! Hajo exars Ha tor. Ecim nponepxxumest 10 cyMepek,
TO, — OH OCEKCsl, IOMOTYaJl, OIJISHYJICS U TIPOAOJDKMIT [IOYEMY-TO ILENOTOM: — XOTs, Jake e OHU
Y He pelarcs Hac IpeciieoBaTh B 3aMKe, TO Mbl BCe paBHO oOpeueHbl! OTTy/a ellie He O1H YesIOBEK
He BO3Bparuacs!

OHM BEepHY/IUCh K OTIBIXAIOLUIMM BOMHAM, JECATHUK BCTaJl B TOJIOBY MAJIEHBKOIO OTpsAa
Y KpPyTO NIOBEPHY.I Ha IOT.
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daprom oBnaaeBago OTYasHUE: KAkl pa3, KOIJia OH OMISIBIBAJICA, TO BUAEN, YTO TIOTOHS
MeJJIEHHO, HO HEOTBPAaTUMO MpuoOkaercs. Jlomaabs mox HUM M1aTaiach OT YCTAIOCTU U 00€3BOXKH-
BaHMSI, YacTO CIIOTHIKAJIACh, HO BCE K€ UM YIAJIOCh MPOAEPKAThCS O OBICTPO TYCTEIONINX CYyMEpeK.
A TIOTOM K €ro yAMBJIEHHUIO, Pa3pbIB MEXK/y HUMH U MaJICHbKUM OTPSIIOM CTajl yBeIuuuBarbcs. Papr
BHayajie 0OpagoBajICsl STOMY, HO KOTrJja B TYCThIX CyMEpKax KOITbITA IIATAIOIIEroCst KOHSI 3all0KaJIH
10 KaMHIO, ¥ OH yNaJl, CIIOTKHYBIIKCh O TOpYAIllMe U3 MEeCKa OCTATKU CTEH KaKUX-TO CTPOEHUM, TO
TMOHSLJI, TA€ OKa3aJicsl, ¥ MoyeMy oTcrasa rnoroHs. OH OCTaHOBWIJI U3MOXK/JIEHHOTO €J1€ IUIETYIIEerocs
KOHS, M CIIPBITHYJI C 3aTHAHHOTO )KMBOTHOT'O; HE /1aBasi OCTAHOBUTHCS, TIOBEJI B TYLTy €1Ba BUIUMbBIX
B CyMEpKax KaMEHHbIX HarpoMoxkieHUid. OKUBUIICS M KOHb, OH BCXPAITHYJI, €0 HO3APH KaHO BTS-
I'MBAJIM BO3/YX, OH NoATaikuBas Papra B CIIUHY, U TOT MOHS, YTO )KUBOTHOE NOUYsLI0 BoAy. BonHa
pagoCTH NpolLUIa Mo Tey, OH CYJOPOKHO IJIOTHYJI IEPECOXILIUM rOpJioM, onepxHyscs. I3 TeMHOThI
BO3HHUK /Kar.

— Xopol10, YTO HET JIyHbI, — TPEBOKHO MPOLIENTAJ OH, TOXE Be/lsl Ha-NIOBOJY CBOETO U3HYPEH-
HOT'O CKaKyHa.

— Ilouemy? — He nonsn Papr.

— [NoTomy 4TO MOM JIIOAM HE 3HAIOT, Kyla s MX 3aBell! — 37I0CTh U OOPEYEHHOCTh CIIBIIIATNCH
B ero ronoce. — MiHaye oHM UM yOrsi Obl MeHsl, YTOOBI CIIACTH MOIO JIYIIy WJIM MPOCTO HE MOILIH
3a Hamu !

JKar omm6ces. V3 riyOuHBI HOUM IOHECITUCH SIPOCTHBIE BOIUIM M 3BOH MeTayuia. BouHs! oTpsina
MOHSUIM, KyJa UX BEJM, U OCTAIMCh HA T'paHULE, OTIACIAIIEH 3aMOK MepTBBIX OT MHpa KUBBIX.
He pemmnuch nepeceur HU BUAUMYIO TPAHULLY, IPEANIOUTSI YMEPETh C OPYKUEM B pyKax, HO CIIaCTu
ayury. JlecaTHUK 3acKpurien 3y0aMu, B OECCUIBHOM SIPOCTH, YIajdl Ha KAMHHU U 3aKOJIOTWII PyKaMH,
3aBbLJI 3BE€PEM, OIUIAKHUBAsI CBOMX COIJIEMEHHUKOB.

dapr pacrepsiiics, He 3Has, YTO JeNarh Jajblie. MaTm Ha MOMOIIb, BOMHAM M MOTUOHYTh
B HEPABHOW CXBAaTKe, M TEM CAMBIM ITPOBAJIUTH 33JAHUE, Pa/Ii KOTOPOTO OH CTOJIBKO IEPEHEC, U IOUTH
ycrerHo BoInoHmI? OH ¢ 00J1bI0 B cep/lie BCIYIIUBAJICS B 3aMUPAIOIIME 3BYKH OUTBBI: Uyepes3 YeT-
BEpTh Yyaca Bce ObUIO0 KOHUYEHO. OCTaTKM OTpsiga Maik Mojl MeYaMu IpeciieloBaTesiei, Ho OoJblie
THIIMHA HOYM HUYETO He JIOHOCHIIA, Bpar He PeIIviICcs UITH B 3aMOK MepTBbix! OH B3JJOXHYJI ¢ 00JIer-
YEHUEM, [TIOHMMAs1, YTO TO BCETO JIUIIIb KOPOTKasi OTCPOUKA.

— Kar! MsI nonyunau nepespliky! — oH TpoHyJ cTenHska, — Hajo Hanmouts KoHel u npu-
rOTOBUTHCS K MpopbiBy! Mbl MokeM npopBarbcsi! — 1 TyT dapr BCHOMHWII, CyHY/ PyKYy 3a Ma3yxy
Y HaIllyTaJl MelloveKk ¢ KaMHeM. B IbuTy IOroHM OH coBceM 3a0bUT O TJIABHOM — KaMHeE, pagy KOTO-
pOro u ObUT COBEPILIEH TOT Oe3yMHbIN HaOeT Ha CBSATUJIMIIE CBUPETIBIX JIIOIEH MPEArophsl.

JleCATHUK MeUIEHHO MOJHSIICS, €ro 1aTao:

— I'me ocranbHble? — CIIPOCKIT OH, OIJISIIBIBASICH 110 CTOPOHaM. — ['1e? — MOBTOpMII OH B OTYas-
HUM, 3Has oTBeT. Papr k/Jaj B3pbIBa IMKOW SPOCTH, U €r0 pyKa HE3aMETHO JIerla Ha PyKOsITh Meya,
HO CTEITHSIK BHE3AITHO YCIIOKOMJICS, JI0JITO CMOTPE BO MpPaK HOUHM, HABCET/1a MOITIOTUBLLEN €ro corie-
MEHHHUKOB: — 3HAUUT MbI OMHH. JloxkuBeM i 10 yTpa? — 3s0K0 MOBeJ IJIeUaMH.

— JKar, Tyt ectb Boza, — HaniomHWI Papr, — HaJO NPUTOTOBUTHCA K TpopeiBY ! Ha ncxone Houn
nonpodyem yiit! Mx konu He nmoeHsl! OHM He pemaThCcsi BOUTH Ha TEPPUTOPHIO 3aMKa MepTBBIX,
a JU1s IJIOTHOTO OKPYXkeHUs — MX Majio! Mel mpopBemcs, 7Kar! — npItancs BOOLYIIEBUTh OH MOCHE/-
HEro CopaTHUKa

CrenHsK paBHOAYIIHO KMBHYJI FOJIOBO M MTOBEJI KOHS1, BEpHEE KOHb, ITOUYSBIINIA BOAY, HETEP-
TMIeJIMBO MOTSIHYJ X03MHA 32 COOO.

OcraBuB JecATHUKA C JIoma My, Papr OCTOPOKHO JBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY, Ii€ PUHSLT IOCIIE]I-
HUi 60i1 ux orpsan. [Ipsuack 3a pyuHamu, OH IOCTUT HE3PUMOU I'PAHUIIBI, U, YKPBIBIIUCH 32 00JIOM-
KaMU CTEH KaKOro-TO COOPY’KE€HUs1, CTajl BCMAaTpUBAThCsl B TEMHOTY. HeBrianeke cBeTuscs CKyaHbIM
IUIAMEHEM KOCTEep, BEPOSITHO, UX TpecieoBaTeIn Be3IM ¢ OO0 M TOIIMBO AJISl IPUTOTOBJICHUS
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NI, WK CyMenH Tae-1o ero Hatu. Cyas Mo paccTOSHMIO, HA KOTOPOM OHHU PACIIONOXKHIIHCH
OT 3aMKa, YXOIUTh IPEeCieIoBaTeM He COOMPANIUCh, Ha YTO B TaiiHe Tak Hajesuicss Papr. OH Kpaay-
YKCh, U TINATEILHO MaCKUPYSICh, OOOIIIENI PyUHBI 110 IIEPUMETPY, B IIOUCKAX MYTH, U, K CBOEMY pa3o-
YapoBaHUIO, Be3/ie OOHapyK1Basl HaOmoaaresns. Mx yoexuie B3sutd, MyCcTh He TUIOTHOE, HO KOJIBIIO,
peumrB JOBECTU OCJIO OO KOHIA, JIMIIb HACTYIIMBIIAA HOYb WJIM CTpaX IIOKa YACPKHUBAJ IIPECICOO-
BaTesiell OT IMPSMOTO BTOPKEHHUSI HA TEPPUTOPHIO Pa3pyIIEHHOTO B He3araMsITHbIE BpeMeHa 3aMKa.
3HAYUT, TOYHO 3HAIOT, OO MPUHSIIN HE BCE, U KTO-TO PEIIIIICS YKPBITHCS B TIPOKJISITOM BCEMH MeCTe.
dapr TaKe0 B3I0XHYI U IOBEPHYIT Ha3a]l.

Omn Harren JKara 6e3y4acTHO CHSIIMM Y BsIo ObIOIIEro Kiova. HanmBimecs jomaiy CTosim
B CTOPOHKE U JIOe[JaJIi OCTaTKM OBca B TopOax. Papry crayio ICHO, 4TO JECATHUK JIake He TIPUHUK
K JKMBUTEJIbHOMY UCTOYHUKY. OH CKJIOHWICA K JKary, Mojioxui pyKy Ha 1jie4o BOMHY:

— JKar, oHM B3sJIM Hac B KOJIBLIO, OHU 3HAIOT, YTO KTO-TO PEIIWJ YKPBITbCA B 3amke. Hamo
YXOIIUTh HEMEJIJIEHHO, TIoKa TeMHO! Dtoro onu He xkayT! — Ho XKar momuan. dapr BcrpsxHyi ero,
1 OH Oe3BOJIbHO TOBAIMJICS Ha KaMHU. Dapr HAKJIOHWICS, NMPUIOKUT yXO K TPYIU CTENHSKA, —
cepate OblI0 MepTBO. HakoruieHHBIN HECKOJIBKUMHU MOKOJICHUSIMU CTpax IMepel STUM MEeCTOM YOu
OeccTpalrHoro BOMHa.

®apr ocraiicsa oguH. B nepBoe MruoBeHue oH pacrepsiics. [lorom pemm, 4To eciam XOpouo
YKPHITBCS B pyUHAX, TO YTPOM, IpecyIeoBaTed, €CJIU PeIiaThCsl BOWTH Ha TEPPUTOPHIO 3aMKa, OOHA-
pyKaT MEpTBOI'O CTEMHSIKA, MOT'YT IIOlyMaThb, YTO 3TO MOC/IEAHUI BOMH OTpsa 1 yiiayT. Ho, mogymas,
TIOHAJI, YTO Ha TaKOU HCXOO HE CTOUT HAACATHCA, — UM HY’KEH KaMEHb, a €0 OHU HE HaﬁHYT. K TOMY K€
YBUIAT IBYX KOHGI7I, a OHU 3HAIOT, YTO CMEHHBIX JIOHIEI)ICI';I B OTpAOEC HE 6I)UIO, 3HA4YMT, B pyHMHAX YKPbI-
nuck aBoe. Het, Hafo mpuayMarh 4To WHOE, HO uTo? Papr ¢ TOCKOM MOCMOTpes Ha OJIeAHEIOIYI0
JIyHY, BPEMEHHU OCTaJIOCh HE TaK YK U MHOTO, CKOPO HACTYITUT PACCBET, a TaM. ..

[IpecnenoBarenu pemmiInch BOMTU Ha TEPPUTOPHIO 3aMKa, KOT/Ia COJTHEUHBIN TUCK MTOJTHOCTBIO
OTOpPBAJICSI OT TOPU30HTA, U OCBETHJI PYMHBI ellie OeIHbIM cBeToM. Papr 3atausics B CBOEM YKpbI-
THHU, Y CHEIIMBIIMECS Bparu He 3aMETHIIM €ro, BIIPOYEM, OHM CMOTpPEIX He TOJ HOTH, a MO CTOPO-
HaM, OXKuast HaraaeHus1. PeKo 1enbio MpoIuIich 1Mo TEPPUTOPUH 3aMKa U OOHAPYKHUJIM UCTOYHUK,
a psAIOM MEPTBOIO CTEIHsIKA U JABYX JIOLIAEH.

dapr ycrbian ux pajocTHble KPUKM, CMEHHBIIHECS! BCKOPE BOIUISIMU sipocTH. Borm npu-
Omxanuchk. Ero xutpocts Obu1a ObICTpO pasrajana. KaMHs Ha Tpyrie OHY He HalllId, ¥ TeTieph Havyau
OoJee TIIaTeIbHOE MpoYechiBaHe pyrH. Papr eire Ooblile BKaJICSA B KAMEHHYIO CTEHY CBOETO HeHa-
IEXKHOTO YKPBITUSL. 3BYKM MPUOIMKAINCH MEIIEHHO, HO HEOTBPaTUMO. BOMHBI TIATENILHO MPOBe-
PSUTM KQKAbI KaMeHb, 3arIsbIBAJIM B KQKAYIO INIeNb, WA CJIeibl BTOPOrO YeJloBeKa, U BCKOpe,
Hanuti. Papr ycyblian ropTaHHbIA KPUK U TONOT Jofei. OH ertie OoJblle COTHYIICS B TECHOM HUIIE
¥ CTaJI C TIOMOIIBIO MeYa 3aKarbIBaThCsl, OTCEeKast ceOsi TPyHoi mecka ot Bxoza. Ha ynusnenue konarhb
OBLJIO JIETKO, CIIOBHO I'PYHT HE33/I0JITO JI0 HEr0 KTO-TO Pa3phIXJIMJ, HO OH OMO3/1al, — ero yOekuIie
oOHapyXWIM. BTopomsx oH He TIIaTeIbHO YHHUTOXIII 32 COOOM Cle/lbl, U OHW TIPUBEITH TPECIeio-
BaTesiel K ero TaHuKy. Papr MoHsUT 3TO MO MPUOIMKAIOIIMMCS IIaraM | JIsSI3ry OpyXus, HO KOIaTh
HE MepecTal, TOJIbKO JIeJlall ITO OCTOPOXKHEE, CTapasch HE IIyMETb, U, HaAesch Ha yygo. Ho uyna
HE MPOM30IILIO. . .

l'onoca 3a3Byvanu npsmo Haj rosioBod. ITotom 4ro-TOo Hactopoxuiao ux, u dapr ycibiman
CKpPEeXeT BHITACKMBAEMBIX M3 I'PYIbl KAMHE.

«Bce, HalumM!» — IMXOpPaJOUYHO MPOHECIIOCH B TOJIOBE, U OTYASIHUE HA CEKYHIY JIMILIUIO €ro
BOJIM, HO B CJIE/lyIOIlle€ MTHOBEHUE OH YK€ BBITALMII MEY U3 MeCKa U HAIlPaBUJ B CTOPOHY Y3KOTO
naza.

Knate npuIuioch HEAOJTO, CKBO3b LIEJAN B KAMHSIX 3aJI0KEHHOIO MM Jla3a OH BUJEN MeJbKa-
HUE TeHel ero npecienopatesieil. BoT OTKUHYT NOC/IeTHUH, TIATEIbHO 0OPa0OTAHHBIN MTPSIMOYTOJTh-
HBI KaMeHb U B ero yOexwulne 3arissHys BouH. dapr 3amep, 3atani JpIXaHHe, HO BCE OKa3aJloCh
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HalipaCHbIM. BowH He YAOBJICTBOPUJICA BHEHTHUM OCMOTPOM H CTaJl MIPOTUCKHUBATLCA BHYTPb TECHOI'O
npocrpaHcTBa. CKpbIBaoierocs Oersera oH elle He BUfEI, HO 3TO ObLIO JieJIoM BpeMeHH, 1 Papr
HaHEC yJap NnepBbIM. B TeCHOM MpoCTpaHCTBE 3amMaxa BBINOIHUTH OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO, ¥ OH ITPOCTO
TKHYJI MEYOM BIIepe[l, HO pyKa B MepuaTke 3alenuiiach 3a BHICTYI KaMHs, YBes KIMHOK B CTOPOHY,
U ylap He Topasui Leiib. [IpOTMBHUK OKa3asicsi ObIBaIbIM BOMHOM U He pactepsiics. OH BBICTABUI
niepesi coOoi Meu, TOTOBSICh OTPA3UTh CIEAYIOIIHI YAap, U, paJOCTHO KpUYa, MATHICS Ha3aj, Crela
BBIOpAThCS M3 TECHOTO MpocTpaHcTBa. OceruieHHpd oTyasiaieM Papr Halynaal HOro KameHb |,
OTTOJIKHYBIIIKChH OT HEr0, OpPOCHJI TeJIO Ha IPOTUBHUKA, HO OPOCKa HE MOy YMJIOCh, KAMEHb 01 HOTOr
yIIIeJl B CTOPOHY, OH YCJIBIIIAJ IIEJIeCT CTpyserocs mnecka. [TouyBcTBoBas, Kak OH yXOAUT U3-MOJ
HEro, BTATUBAsI TEJIO B 0OPa30BaBILYIOCS BOPOHKY. Bce mpou301io croiab HeoXUIaHHO U OBICTPO,
4qTOo CI)apr HE YCIIEJI HA 3a 4YTO 3alCIIMThCA, U IeCYaHbIN BOAOIIa[ BTAHYJI €0 B OTBEPCTUC. HpOJIeTCB
MeTpa TpH, yIaj Ha Ipyy [ecKa, a CBepXy Ha Hero oOpyIIICs MecYaHblid OTOK. BhijIo TeMHO, TOY-
Hee OH He BHUJIeNl HUYero, KpoMe TYCKJIOTO TSITHA HaJl TOJIOBOM, U OTTYJa MPOJOJIKaJl U3BEPraThCs
TMIECOK, M JIOHOCUThCS KpuKU. Kpuku pagoctu u 3m00HOTO ynosiaeTBopeHus. OHM CUMTANU, YTO OH
yXke B UX pyKax, Ho ®Papr Tak He ymasl. Y Hero nosiBuiack Hajaexjaa. OH ¢ Tpyaom pas3rpe0 npuia-
BUBIIIUI €ro IPYHT U CKaTUJICA KyJa-TO BHU3. TKHYJI ME4OM B TEMHOTY — TEMHOTa OTO3BaJIach IMyCTO-
Tol, 1 Papr He pa3ayMbIBasi, MArHYJ TyAa. BombHO yrapuiics roloBoi 0 HU3KMiA cBoj. Heckombko
CEeKyH]I Tpuxoau B ceds1. [IoToM, 0CTOPOKHO HAIIyTbIBas B TEMHOTE ITyTh PYKOM, TBUHYJICS BIIEpE/I.
VYnepcs B creHy, octaHoBuiIcs. [IodyBCTBOBaN Jierkoe JyHOBEHHE BO3AyXa B JIMIIO, U, HE OTPbIBasI
PYKH OT XOJIOAHOW TIOBEPXHOCTH CTEHBI, TIOIIEe] HABCTPeuy BO3AYLIHOMY MOTOKY. Beckope pyka mpo-
BaJIMJIaCb B IYCTOTY, a CAJIAa IIOTOKA BO3POCia. C MHHYTY BO3WJICA B TEMHOTE, IbITAACh BBIACHUTD,
YTO K€ Tepesl HUM. DTO OKas3ajcsl MPOeM B CTeHE, U3 KOTOPOro OLIyTHUMO A/ BeTepoK. Xoj ObuT
[IPUMEPHO ITOJITOPA METPa B BHICOTY, METP B LIMPUHY U BBIIIOJIHEH U3 XOPOIIO ITOJOrHAHHBIX KaMEH-
HBIX Os1okOB. [Tonymas, @apr pemmicst BOUTH B Hero. MUHOBAB MPOeM, OH YCIiesI TPOUTH € JeCATOK
METpOB, KOIJIa C3a/I1 JJOHECCs IIyM IMaJeHHs U BO3IJIACH ITPEciIeoBaTesiel, IOroHs He OTCTaBaJa.
Bo3znyx B TyHHese OblT cBeX U cyxX. Papr 1mes 1o Xoay Aepka Med repej; codoko, HO OaCHOCTb
NPUIIUIA CHU3Y, — [ie/1asi OYepPeHON Iar OH He MOYyBCTBOBAJ TBEPAOro KaMHs 110J1a U MOJIeTesT BHU3,
K CYACThIO NaJajl He J0JIro U ¢ HeOobIol BeicoThl. HekoTopoe Bpems cuziesl HeMOABUAKHO, HaCTO-
POXKEHHO BCIYIIMBAACH B TUIIHMHY, W YCJIbIIIAJI MEJIOAUYHOC KypYaHUE, KOTOPOE HCBO3MOKHO HU
C 4eM CITyTaTb, — IJle-TO Brepeau Oblia Bofa! OH cpasy OLIyTHIT Kaxk 1y, OOIM3HYJ NEPEeCcOXIIne pac-
TpeckaBIyecs ryosl. Papr noBes MeYoM 10 CTOPOHAM U ONpPeeNul, 4TO XOJ U3 KOJIOAL@A, B KOTO-
PBIfl OH ymHaj BCEro OJMH U BeJl TyJa, OTTyJa U JOHOCWIOCH KypyaHUe. DTOT TyHHEJb MMel elle
MEHBIIYI0 BBICOTY, 1 Papry MpuUIIIOCh JIe3Th Ha YeTBepeHbKax. MeTpoB uepe3 COPOK OH OLTYTHI
BO3POCIIMI TOK BO3/IyXa, 1 OCTAaHOBWJICS, CTapasiCh TOYHEE ONpPEIEIUTh HAIlpaBJIeHHe, OTKYJa JyJl
BETep, U, ONPEAEINB, MEIJIEHHO MOIIeN TyJa, CTapasich He TepsATh MPOXJIaAHyIo cTpylo. Bckope cko-
POCTb IOTOKA Pe3KO BO3POCIA, U NMPUXOAMIOCH NPUIAraTh YCHIME, YTOOBI IIPEOIoeTh HAop BO3-
ayxa. IToTok mpuBen ero K y3KkoMy MpoeMy, U3 KOTOPOIO U JIyJl OCBEXKAIOIIUKA BO3/1YILIHbII MOTOK.
dapr ocraHoBwics. EMy COBepIIEHHO HE XOTEJOCh JIE3Th B HEM3BECTHOCTb, HO C33/M, OTKYyAA OH
TOJIBKO, UTO TIPHUILIEJI, IOHOCKIIUCh 3BYKHU IoroHu. IIpecienoBareny Halgymnamm ero ciefpl, 1 ocMe-
JIIUCH TIOCIEZIOBATh 32 HUM. DTO MPUAJIO €My PEIIUTeIbHOCTH, ¥ OH JBHHYJICS Brepea. C Tpyniom
nposie3 B Y3KUH XOII, KOTOPBIM BbIBEN €ro B cnabo OCBelleHHYIo remepy. CBeT Imesn oT BUCAIIMX
Ha CTCHC CTPAaHHBbIX HUJIMHAPOB. CDapr OCTOPOIKHO ITPOHICJICA BAOJIb CTECHBI 1 OCTAHOBUJICA IO OAHUM
U3 HUX, ¥ C U3YMJICHHEM 3aMEeTUJI, KaK SIPKOCTh LIMJIMHPA Hayajla pABHOMEPHO YCHIIMBaThCs. Bekope
neriepa NpeBpaTiiach B SpKO OCBEILIEHHBIN OIPOMHBIN 3aJ1. 3a1 ObLT KPYIJIbIM B IJIaHE, B LIEHTPE
KOTOPOTO, HaXOAWJICS YEPHBIM MOCTAMEHT B BUJE JUCKA METpa TpU B Auamerpe. Papr Kpaayduch
HAIPaBUJICS BJOJb CTEHBI, HAJEsCh HAWTHU ellle OfHY Tajiepelo, U ero HaJexpl onpasaanuck. OH
Hales Xof, IpuJeM He OfvH, a 1esbix Tpu! He cuutas Toro, KOTopslil mpuBed ero cioga. OH 3aMKHYT
KPYT ¥ OKa3aJics y poeMa, yepes3, KOTOPbIi MOMaJl B 9TOT CTPaHHBIH 3aJ1. 151 4ero npeaHa3Havaaoch
HOJ3EMeJIbE, OH MOT' TOJIBKO JOTabIBAaThCS: TO JIM 3TO OB 3aJ1 Xpama APEBHETo Oora, TO JI1 apeHon

12



H. A. UanoB. «Jlunusg Ha crekie. Cepa 2»

KaKOro-To AercTBus. Ero yxo yJoBHJIO HapacTaloHiA IIyM, IITyM JOHOCHJICS] U3 Tajepeu, KOTOpyIo
OH MUHOBAJI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3a/l. 3HAYUT, IPecieJOBaTeN PN JI0BECTH TIOTOHIO IO KOHIIA
Y BEpHYTh KaMeHb. YUTo X, eMy eCTb KyJa yXxoauTb. Papr cyHyJs pyKy B KapMaH, HaIynaa KPUCTaLT.
Kawmensb cran 3ametHo teruieil. OH He yzaepkajcs U A0CTall KaMEHb M3 MEIIOYKa: Ha JIQJI0HHU JIeKall
Ooipion m3ympya. OH ObUT 3aBOpakUBaIIe mpekpaceH! B3risg He Mor oTopBaThcsl OT MepIa-
IIero KpHCTaJlia, Ka3ajxoch, OH Bech ObLT MpoHu3aH cBeToM! OH caM W3JTydasl MPUSATHBIA MSITKHAN
CBET, CO3/1aBasi BOKPYT ceOst paaykHblii opeon! Kpucrann MaHui, mputsaruBai k ceode, u Papr He cmor
MPOTUBUTHLCS €70 Maruu, BpeMsl OCTAaHOBHJIOCH, TIEPECTANIO CYIIECTBOBATD JJIsl HEro!..

TumuHy HapyIIiI ¢ ONTYHIUTEBHBIA TPOXOT. DTO YHasl OCIEIUIEHHBIH HEOOBIYHO SIPKUM CBe-
TOM, BOPBaBIIMICA B 3aJ1 BOMH. Papr ciIbIIiai Js3r MeTajuia, CKPHIT IECKa MOJ1 CarloroM MprOInKaio-
IIErocsi BOMHA, HO HE MOT OTOPBATh IJ1a3 OT KaMHS, JISKAILEro Ha JIaIOHH. B 3aJ1 ¢ 1iryMoM BOpBasvch
ere HeCKOJIbKO 4esoBeK. OHM COMTNCH B Ky4y U pacTepsHO o3upaivch. HactopokeHHO paccMat-
pUBaIA HEOOBIYHBIE CBETUIHUKY HA CTEHAX, YEPHBIA MOCTAMEHT B LIEHTPE MOMEIeHUs. 3aMeTHIIH
dapra, MmepraoIMil KaMeHb Y Hero Ha 1ajoHu. [1epBblil BOMH MeIIEHHO I11eJT K IOXUTHUTEITIO, ¥ KOTAa
10 HETO OCTaBaJIoCh He Oonee nATH 1maroB, Papr npuiien B cedst. Pe3ko moBepHyJICs B €ro CTOPOHY,
HEOCO3HAHHO MPOTSHYJ PYKy C KAMHEM HaBcTpedy. BouH ocTaHOBUMIICS, KaK BKOTIAHHBIH, €r0 B3I/
ObLT yCTpEMJIEH Ha MEPLAIOIIMI KPUCTAJUT Ha JTafgoHb Papra, MX pas3esnsiyio BCero HECKOJIbKO MIaros,
HO 4TO-TO HE IABAJIO €My CEJATh STU MOCTIeAHUE Iary. B3rsaa BouHa ¢ TpyIoM OTOPBAJICS OT KaMHS,
UX TJIa3a BCTPETUIIUC:

— T'ocriopuH, momaau! — BOMH MaJl HA KOJIEHU, MPOrOBOPMJI OJ1aroroBeiiHO, He OTBOAS IJia3
oT kpuctayuia: — Kamens npusnan teds1, rocrionun! Tenepb Thl €ro X03siMH, a Mbl TBOU paosbl !

CrnoBa BoMHA ¢ TPYyIOM JONLTU OO0 co3HaHus Papra, M OH, MPEOIOIEB MPUTITaTeIbHYIO CUITY
KaMHsI, 0CO3HAJT X cMbIci. Oco3Ha u oOpajgoBaics! 3HauuT, oH OyneT kuth! Ho TyT e, Ha cMeHy
PagoCTH MpHIIUIA TPEBOTa, a €CJM 3TO JoByIKa. Papr, 03upasch 1Mo CTOPOHAM, OTCTYIHJI Ha3aj.
['ma3zamu Harten OMVKalIMie BXOJ B rajiepero.

— T'ocrionuH, mpuKaspiBail HaM! — Havalx BOMH, HO HE YCIeN 3aKOHYUTh, — B 3ajie TIOSIBUJICS
ere oauH vesnoBek. OTKyaa oH B3suics, Papr He 3aMeTHII. ITO ObLT BHICOKUH XYIOIIABbIA MYKIMHA
CpenHMX JIeT B yepHOM OajtaxoHe. OH yBepeHHO HampaBuics K Papry. B ero aBnkeHUN 4yBCTBOBA-
Jlach 37I0Belasi CUiia, CMepTeibHask yrposa u oecrnomanHocts. Papr KakMM-TO YyBCTBOM OCO3HA
UIYIIYI0 OT HEro OMACHOCTD U MpHies B cMsTeHue. CylIopoKHBIM IBHKEHHEM, HIYEero He cooOpa-
’Kasi, OH BBITSIHYJI JIAIOHb C KAMHEM B CTOPOHY HEM3BECTHOTO, HO Ha TOTO 3TO HE MPOU3BEJI0 HUKAKOTO
BrieuamieHust. OH Bce Takke yBepeHHO 1en K Papry. JIuio He3HakoMIla He ObLJIO TIOXOKe Ha JIUIA
Joae mpearopbsi: Oenas Koka He 3Haja TOPHOTO COJIHIIA M MCCYIIAIONIMX BeTpoB crenu. Her, oH
ObLT HE C HUIMH, — HE C BOMHAMU TpeAropksi, 1 Papry crajno crpamHo. [a3a yensoBeka cMOTpeu
Ha TIOXUTUTEJNS KAMHSI, U B HUX OH HE MPOYMTAT HUYEro Xopoiero st ceds. Bnpouem, HeT: KyT-
KW B3IJIsA] HE3HaKOMIIA ObLT HarpasiieH He Ha Papra, ero BHUMaHUE TOXe MPUBJIEK MEPLAOIIUI
kpuctaut! M emy HyxeH Obut KameHb! U ente dapr onry T, Kak B3MIsA] YeloBeKa OYKBaJIbHO TUTI-
HOTH3HUPOBAJI €10, MOAUMHSLI ceOe, ¥ OH He YCTOsLI, CeNal HABCTPEUy HE3HAKOMILY IIar, HeOOJIBIIOH,
yepes Cuily, elle NbITasich 00poThes. Pyka ¢ KaMHeM OeCCHIIBHO OIyCTUIIach. M JUIIb CITycTsi MrHO-
BeHre Papr NoHsI, 4To 3TO KOHell. [loHsu1, mpuIen B yxac, ¥ 3T0 npuseno ero B ceds. Cobpan
B KYJIaK BCIO CBOIO BOJIIO, ITPEO0JIe]] HA MTHOBEHHE Yaphl YeJIOBeKa B YEPHOM, U OISITh HAIPaBUI
CBEPKAIOIIMII KaMEeHb B €r0 CTOPOHY, C OOJIerYeHneM yBUjIeN, Kak AepHyncs HesHakomel]! Kavenb
neyictBoBan Ha Hero! Ho 3To mpopomkaioch cuntaHHble MrHOBeHHs. Ha 5o He3HakoMIia Jiersa
TeHb, HO He cTpaxa! Her! Jlumib jierkoro HenoBosbeTBa! OH KYTKO OCKAMJIICS, OTBEI B3MJIsA OT Mep-
Haomero kamus. VX rimasa BcTpeTuivch, u cepate Papra ckoBas )KyTKHUI X0JIO, OHO TIOUTH OCTAHO-
BUJIOCh, a HE3HAKOMeEI[ B3MaxXHYJI IIPaBO PyKOM, OaJlaxOH pacKpbUICs, M OH CTaJl TIOXOX Ha OrpoOM-
HYIO JIeTY4yIo Mbliib. Ha rpynu OsiecHys1 YepHBIi TUCK C OTTHCKOM, 1 ymupatonmii dapr y3Han ero
10 3TOMY JUCKy. HeT, He camMoro He3HaKoMIIa, a TOT OpfieH, K KoTopomy oH npuHamexan! U cryxa
CKoBaJ1a Bce ero tesio. 00 3ToM oprieHe Majio ObLIIO M3BECTHO, — JIMIIIL TO, YTO BCTPEYA C €ro ajielnTaMu
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HE MPUHOCHJIA HUYETO XOPOIIEro, MOTOMY YTO CBUJIETEJNIel TAKMX BCTPEY, KaK MPaBUJIO, HE OCTaBa-
nock. OTuasiare oxBaruiio Papra, M 3T0 Ha KOPOTKOE MTHOBEHHUE MPHUIAIIO ciiibl. OH He CTajl IPOTH-
BUTBCS BOJIE IPOTUBHUKA, TIOHUMAsI, YTO 3TO eMy He 1o cuitaM. OTcTynarh ObUIO HEKy/a, ¥ OH Clie-
JIaJl 1Iar HaBCTpedy He3HAKOMILy, Jiepka KaMeHb riepert coooi. [To-npexnemy Papr He cBOAWIT I71a3
C JIUIIA YeJIOBEKa, HO Terieph JaBJieHne HEe3HAKOMIIa 3HaUMTeIbHO ocnabno. KameHs 3ammuiman cBo-
ero HoBoro Biajesnbia!l Papr ¢ yIoBIeTBOPEHUEM 3aMETUI, KaK TEHb JIETKOTO OECMOKOMCTBA BHOBb
MPOIIUIA T10 JIUITY CTPAIIHOro MpoTuBHUKA. OH caenai miar Ha3aj u Papr pemm, 4To BHIUTpasl 3TOT
CTpPaHHbIY MOEAWHOK, HO YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM IOAHSI BTOPYIO PYKY, (UTO CIenaso ero emie Oosblie
MIOXOKUM Ha JIETYUYIO MBIIIIb), B KOTOPOH OKa3aJicsi KOPOTKUM xe3i1. JKesn nmokazasncst Papry oueHb
IPEeBHUM, U UM BHOBb OBJIafieNl CTpax. YenoBeK HarpaBuiI e3JT Ha CBOETO NMPOTHBHUKA M HA €ro
KOHIIE 3arTbljIajl HECTEPIMMO SIPKUM OrHeM pyOuH. Aypbl ABYX KaMHEH BCTPETHIIMCh, 0O03HAYMB Ipa-
HUILLY SIPKOY M3I0MaHHOM InHUer. dapr neiicTBoBaI HEOCO3HAHHO, IO HAUTUIO, HO YEJIOBEK B YUEPHOM
3TOro He 3HaJI. Ha ero nmiie mpomenbkHyso yausienue. OH SIBHO He 0XKMAAJ TAKOTO COMPOTUBIICHUS
OT MTPOTUBHHKA, HO HEe 0XUAaN OT cebst Takoro u Papr. OH BOOOIIIe HUYETO He TOHUMAJT: HU TT0YeMy
TIOXUINEHHBIN KaMeHb TIOUMHSETCS] My, HM KaK ero Haries 3TOT aJIelT MOTYIIECTBEHHOTO OpfieHa
cpeny HeoOO3pUMOit BbIKKeHHOH crenu? Y moyeMy oH BbIOpa 1enbio nMeHHo Papra, a He BOMHOB?
Heyxenu v eMmy HyXeH UMEHHO 3TOT KaMeHb?

B 310 Bpems rpaHuiia KOHTaKTa JBYX ayp CABMHYJAch B ctopoHy Papra, omryiieHue ObUIo
TAaKOBO, CJIOBHO IO pyKe yaapuid ruiammsi MedyoM. OH efiBa yaepkaja KamMeHb, U 3TO, BO3MOXKHO,
CTIacyIo eMy JKM3Hb. YeJIOBEK B UEPHOM YOBJIETBOPEHHO OCKJIAOMIICS, TeTepsb IIJIO0 TaK, KaK 1 JOJIKHO
obu10 maTH. Papr moja JaBleHWEM MPOTHBHUKA OTCTYMAJ, JIMXOPAJOYHO COOOpaxkas, 4To JeiaTb
Aajbllie, HO MMPOTUBHUK OBUT OMBITEH U HE aJl eMy BpeMeHHU Ha oO0aymbiBaHue. OH MPOKpUYas 4yTo-
TO Ha He3HaKOMOoM Dapry s3bIKe U Pe3KUM JIBUKEHUEM BHIOPOCHIT PYKY C ke3sioM Briepen. Papr enpa
yZIepKaJiCsl Ha HOTax, TOJIOBY OXBaTWUJI PAaCKaJICHHBIN 00pyY, OH C TPYAOM caepkai Kpuk oomu. OH
He Mor OoJIbiie CONPOTUBIATHCS. COOpaIcs C CHJIaMU U TIPOU3HEC €1Ba CIIBIIITHO:

— Tebe HyxeH kameHb? Bo3pmu! — OH OBLT cOTTIaceH Ha Bee, JIUIb Obl IPEKPaTUIach 9Ta Helle-
peHocumast 60JTb.

UYesioBeK B UYEpHOM, YJIBIOHYJICSI KPACIIKOM XHIIIHO OYEPYEHHBIX I'yO M YBEPEHHO INarHy.I
K TIOXUTUTEMO KaMHs1. Papr morepsii CriocOOHOCTh MBICIUTD, BCe 3aKpbuia 0onb. [lomaBiieHHBIH
MOIIIBIO TPOTUBHKKA OH MPOIOJIKAJ OTCTYMAaTh, M OTCTYMAJ JI0 TeX TOp, IOKa HOra He KOCHYJAch Yep-
Horo noctamenTa. M 6omp MraoBenHo ynuia! K Hemy BepHy/1ach criocoOHOCTh MBICIUTB! OH MOHSLT
MPUYMHY TPOU3OIIEIINX NIEpeMEH, — aypa ero KaMHsI IIepeCcrIiia BO3eHCTBIE KaMHS B Ke3JIe Mpo-
tiBHUKA! Papr oxwmi. Co 370paHBIM YyBCTBOM IIarHyJl HABCTPEUY YelIOBEKY B YEPHOM, M HeCTep-
nMast 00JIb TPOH3UJIA BCE TEJO, JIMIINMIIA CO3HAHMSI, 2 HeBeJOMasi CHJla OTOPOCHIIA ero Ha3ajl — K 4ep-
HOMY AUCKOOOpazHOMY noctameHTy ! U onsiTh K HeMy BEpHYJIach SICHOCTh MbICIH. He pazaymbiBasi oH
BCKOYMJI HA JAUCK, ¥ CUTYAIMsl MTHOBEHHO M3MEHMJIACh: MOTYIIECTBEHHBI TPOTUBHUK OBLIT COBCEM
PSIIOM, HO TeTiepb OH He YiIbioascsl. PacTepssHHOCTD H... CTpax YMTANUCh Ha ero Jiuie. OH OTCTYIHI
OT TMOCTAMEHTa, OIYCTUJI MOracini ke31. Ero ryosl 4ro-To menTanu, Ho Papr He CIbIa, CIOBHO
HAXOQW/ICS B MPO3PAYHOM KYTIONE, U elle OH OTMETHJI, YTO JBIKEHHS YeJIOBEKA B YEPHOM CTaJIH
3aMe[JIeHHBIMU, BsTbIMU. Kazasock Bpemsi /1151 Hero 3acTbllo, pacTsiHYJIOCh. B cieyoiiee MrHoBe-
HHE BCe MpOCTpaHCTBO BOKpyr Papra 3ameprasno sSpKUMHU crionoxamu. VX poskiana moBEpXHOCTb
JMCKA, HO CTIOJIOXM He OOXUTaJId U He OclerUisuii. beuto omrymenue, uto oH, dapr, pactBopsieTcs
B 9TOM OTHEHHOM IPOCTPAHCTBE, CTAaHOBUTCS UM! CIIONOXM TJTAMEHH CTAHOBMIIUCH C KaK/I0M CEeKYH-
101 Bee sipue, Bee mioTHee. OH AEeNCTBUTENIBHO PACTBOPUIICS B 9TOM IIAMEHE, CTajl OTHEHHBIM BUX-
peM, BO3HecCsl HaJl YepHbIM rnoctameHToM. CTos0 cBeTa, pOoKICHHBIN YEpHBIM JCKOM U ITOXMITIEH-
HBIM KaMHeM, yIapui B CBOJ 3a1a 1 yHec Papra B HeBeJOMbIE JAJIH. . .

UYesnoBek B YEpHOM B OTYasiHUE BO3HEC K CBOAY 3ajla PyKH; KOPOTKUI TOCKJIMBBII BOIUIb
BBIPBAJICS U3 €r0 YCT, U HACTYNWJIA MepTBas THIIMHA. BoWHBI mpearopbsi B yxace ynajau Ha 1o,
U JIexanu, 60sICh TIOIIEBEUTHCS M TEM CAMBIM OOpaTUTh Ha ce0s1 BHUMaHKE CTPAIITHOTO HE3HAKOMITA.
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UYestoBEK B UEPHOM CTOSUT HETOABUKHO €Ille KaKoe-TO BpeMsl, MOIaBISHHO HAOI0/1as1, KaK 3aTHXaeT
OrHEHHBII BUXPb Ha OIyCTEBLIEN MIOBEPXHOCTH YEPHOTo KaMHs1. JIMIIb Korja norac rnocjaeaHui cro-
JI0X, OH IneBenbHYyICs. CTpamiHo 3ackpexeTan 3yoamu. He oOpaiiasi BHUMaHHS Ha TOBEPKEHHBIX
Ha I0J1 BOMHOB, OH YCTaJIOM TOXOJKOM TIOIIeN K BXOAY B ONVIKAWIIyIO rajiepeio, MarHyl U hcues3
B TEMHOTE. ...

C nona crayim NoAHUMATHCS MOTPSICEHHbIE HEBUAHHBIM 3pEJIUIIIEM BOMHBL. Morda coopasmch
BOKpPYTI [OCTAMEHTA, C CYEBEPHBIM CTPAXOM CMOTPEJM Ha YEpHbIA JUCK, MOMIOTUBIIMN YeJOBEKa
Y KaMeHb U3 MX Kanuiia. Bo3Bpaienue 6e3 KprcTaia 03HAvaIo JUIsl HUX CMEpTh, Kak, BIIPOUYEM,
U Ui Bcero ruieMeHu. HykHa Obuta xkepTBa. DTO MOHMUMAIA BCE BOMHBI, IOITOMY BOXKAK MEPBBIM
BBITALIWJI KMHKAJI, [IOJOLIEN BIUIOTHYIO K KAMHIO U, IIPOH3UB CBOIO I'PY/ib, YIIAJl HA XOJIOAHYIO IOBEPX-
HOCTb noctameHTa. CTpyiika KpOBU ME/JIEHHO MOTEKJIA 110 YEPHOW MOBEPXHOCTH, 3aIOHSIS HEPOB-
HOCTH, ¥ Ha KaMHe MPOCTYIUIIA KaKasi-TO Ham¥ch. Ho HUKTO B 3TOM MUpe He MOT Obl IPOYECTh ITY,
MPOSIBJIEHHYIO KPOBbBIO, HA/IITUCh, HE HACTYIIWIIO €111 /JIs1 9TOTO BPEMSI. ..

Uepe3 MUHYTY MATH TPYIOB 00ArpHIIN CBOEH KPOBBIO KEPTBEHHbIN KaMEHb. . .
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I'maBa 2

OnrHOKMI BCA/THHK, 3aKyTaHHBIN B TEMHBIN TLIAIIl, TIOYTH OECIITyMHO BO3HHK M3 ThMBI TIEpe/t
BOPOTaMH 3aMKa, 3aTepsIBLIEroCs B ApeMydeM Jiecy, Ha OKparHe 6e30peKHBIX TONKUX OOJIOT U yBe-
PEHHO TOCTy4YaJl B MOIIHbIE BOPOTA. MacCHBHBIE CTBOPKM M3 TOJICTHIX NYOOBBIX JOCOK MOIJIOTHIIN
CTYK, ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO €ro He YCJIbIIIAJIM, HO OH 3HAJI, YTO 3TO HE TaK, U He ommocst. C THXUM CKPUTIOM
B BOPOTaxX OTKPBUIOCh MaJIeHbKOE OTBEPCTHE OOMHMIIBI, OCBETUIIOCH KEJITHIM CBeToM (hoHapsi. Beas-
HHK COPOCHJI C TOJIOBBI KAaITIOIIOH TIJIaIla, OTKPBIB JIMLO. Yepe3 MUHYTY BOPOTa MEAJIEHHO, TTOYTH 0e3
IIyMa MPUOTBOPHUJIMCH, POBHO Ha CTOJIBKO, YTO ObI MOT ITPOEXaTh BCATHUK U, IPOIYCTUB €T0, TYT ke
3aKkpbuMCh. CO CKPUIIOM Ha MECTO BO3BPATUJICA MOILHBINM 3aCOB. Mex/ly MpHILesbLIEeM 1 BCTpevalo-
MU, He ObLJIO POM3HECEHO HU CJI0BA. BcajiHuKa 3HaIM M KAl B 9TOM OOJIOTHOM 3aMKe.

Bo aBope 6b110 THXO. ITIpOHU3BIBAIOLIMIA CHIPOCTBIO M XOJIONOM BETEP OCTAJICA 32 KAMEHHBIMU
CTEHaMM, HO OH YCIIeJl HarHaTh TSUKEJble TYYM M OTCeYb JIyHY OT 3eMJIM, U ThMa CTajia elle 3J10Be-
meid. VI3 mioTHo 06CTyNMBIIEro 3aMOK Jieca MPOTSDKHO 3aBBUTH BOJIKHM, YITyCTUBIIME H00bI4y. I 1e-
TO B INIyOMHE OOJIOT KpyIHAas BaTara JIMXUX JIOJel Haraja Ha COMBILHIACS C JOPOT'M TOProOBHIN Kapa-
BaH. HeBeloMblii XMIITHUK, C IITyMOM BBIOPABILHIACS U3 O€3I0HHOTO 00JI0Ta JIOMUJICS CKBO3b YaXJIble
KYCThI Ha 3arax CBexeil KpOoBH. ..

BeclryMHBIM CTyCTKOM TEMHOTBHI MEUIEHHO, PE3KO CHM3MBLIMCh, HaJ 3aMKOM IIpoJieTelia
OrpOMHasi ITULIA, HU Pa3y HE B3MaxXHYB TPEYroJibHbIM KpbuloM. CTpaHHas ITULIA cieJlala HECKOJIBKO
KPYIOB Hajl MpPauHbIM 3aMKOM, U, paCCMOTPEB BCe, YTO el ObLIO Ha/l0, B3MbLIA KPYTO BBEPX U yJIe-
Tena BriIyOb OOJIOT. ..

MomuanuBelii ciyra MPUHSLIT OT TOCTSI UICCEUEHHBIN IUT, TPOTSHY PYKY 32 MEYOM, HO TOT TaK
B3[JISIHYJT HA HETO, YTO OH HE PEeIINJICS HacTauBaTh. [IoMOr CHSTh TOJICTHIN BJIAKHBIH ILIAI U TSKETbIN
[IUIEM, U TOJIBKO TOCJIE 3TOTO IBMKEHUEM PYKU MPUIIIACKI PHILIAPs MPOUTH B 3aJl.

[NonpIxaoinuii OroHb B KaMUHE HE MOT OOOrpeTh BEChb OTPOMHBIA O0bEM MOMEIIeHUS,
Y TIOSTOMY OTIBITHBINA CJTyTa MOJOABUHYJI OJHO M3 TPOMO3IKUX KpeceJ, MOOIMKe K TOPSIIUM ToJie-
HbSIM. Phlllaph NpuABKHYI Kpeciio erle Ofke K KaMUHY M cesl. XOTesl 4To-TO CKa3aTh, HO Clyra
OTEepeanI:

— locriogun ceituac Oyner! — OOBSBUII OH MO MPUBBIYKE OUEHb TPOMKO U TMOKUHYJ TOCTS.
He miponiio 1 MuHYTHI TIOC/IE €r0 yXo/a, Kak B 3aJ1 BOILEN HOBBIH CIyra ¢ MOAHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM
CTOsIT KYBILIUH C TOJOTPETHIM BUHOM M OJIONO C XapeHbIM Ha yrisix (azanoM. OH MOCTaBUI BCe
Ha CTOJI PSIIOM C KPECJIOM U, He TOXKUIASICh OT phlliapsl pacriopsKeHN s, HAJTUII KPacHOE TATy4Yee BUHO
B OOJIBINION KyOOK, OTOIIEN K JABEPH.

Phittaps ipuryOui1 BUHO, OHO OKa3aJI0Ch IPEKPACHBIM Ha BKYC, ¥ OH C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM OCYIIIHT
KyOOK MEJIKUMHU IJI0TKaMu. Teruio ropsmx B KaMHUHE TOJIEHbEB CHAPYKH U BUHO U3HYTPH COTPEITH
roctsi, B30OIPUIN, U B HEM MPOCHYJICA anneTuT. dPazaH okazascs OTIMYHO MPOMEYEHHBIM, B MEpy
TOPSTYMM U TIE/IPO CIOOPEHHBIM CIIEIUSIMU, Yepe3 YeTBepPTh Yaca ¢ HUM ObUIO TIOKOHYEHO, U CITyTa
MIPUHEC PHILIAPIO Yallly ¢ BOIOW M uMcToe mojoTteHie. OH ele BHITUpal PyKH, KOrAa B 3aj1 BOILE
BBICOKHIA CTPOMHBII YeJIOBEK HEOIPeJeJICHHOIO BO3PAcTa C BJIACTHBIMU YepTamHu Jiia. [ ocTh y3Hau
€ro ¥ TOPOILIMBO MOHSIIICS C Kpeca.

— Cunure, MOt ApYT! — BIACTHBIM JBHKEHUEM PYKH BOIICAIINI OCTAHOBUJI philiapsi. — [lopora
1151 Bac ObLTa TPYJHOM U OTTaCHOM.

— Jla, KHS3b, — COITIACUIICS] TOCThb. — §I MPOCKAKal MIeCThAECAT BEPXOBBIX MIJIb, 1 HECKOJIBKO
pa3 MpHUIIIOCh OOHAXATh MeY MPOTUB JIECHON HEUYNCTH !

— BbI puckoBasu, Cnuir, HaJeoCh, 4TO AOCTaBJIEHHbIE BAMU HOBOCTHU CTOSIT TOTro?!

— He mHe cynuTh 00 3TOM, TOCIIOUH, — HECKOJIbKO oOuescss CIuIT, — s BBITIOMHSUT IPUKa3!
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— Hy uto %k, moknanpiBaiite! — KHSI3b Cesl B TOAOABUHYTOE CIYTOM Kpecio, OTKUHYJICS
Ha CIIMHKY. YCTaJIo TIoTep I71a3a, cAesIal KeCcT PyKoH, U3 MoyMpaka BO3HHK CITyra, TIOCTaBUJI BTOPO
KyOOK, HATIOJTHWJI BUHOM. KH$I3b I MPUTYOUIT CIIerka U OXKMJAIOIIE IIOCMOTPEIT Ha TOCTSI.

—ro Kacaetcs orpsia Papra, — HauaI pacckas pilapb. — PaHee B JOHeCEHUH s COOOIIIAN, YTO
HekuM DapromM ObUT MOXMICH U3 KaTKIIa MPeArOPHOTO TUIEMEHN KaMeHb. DTH CBE/ICHUS TTOATBEp-
ek, OH NeNCTBUTETHHO MOXUTHIT KaMeHb, Y 32 HUM OBbLT TMOCJIaH B TIOTOHIO OOJIBITION OTPS. . .

— Crnnr! — HeTeprieNMBo MpepBasl KHs3b, YCIbIIAB 0 KaMHe. OH HEe MOT CKPBITh 3aMETHOTO
BOJTHEHH . YCTaJTbIe TJIa3a OXKWJIN, 3ACBETUIINCH HeTeprieHueM. — JI0TokuTe T1aBHOe, — UTO C KaMHEM,
MOXUINEHHBIM 13 Kanuina? ['ne oH ceiluac, U AEUCTBUTENIBHO JIM Tak LieHeH? — mocieqHsst dppasza
MPO3BYyYasia CO CKPHITBIM TMOITEKCTOM, HO PHIIIAPh HEe MPUIAT STOMY 3HaUCHHE.

— Huyero Hem3BecTHO, KHs3b, HUKTO He BepHyJcs u3 IlomsemHoro 'opopa: HU U3 oTpsiia
®apra, HU U3 TeX, KTO MPeCIeI0BAJl €ro, — MPOrOBOPUJI C JIETKOM JJOCAI0i phillapb, XOTEBILIUN TIpe-
TIO/THECTH 3Ty HOBOCTH Oosiee a(ppekTHO. — Hu vestoBek B yepHOM !

— ®apr Hamen [MomzemHsiii ['opon? — BOCKJIMKHY M3yMJIEHHO KHsI3b. OH TIOJAJICS K paccKas-
YHKY, €ro Ijia3a BIUJIKMCh B JIUIO paccKazumka. — [ie xe oTbickascs 1ot ['opoa? — moTopomnusia oH
pacckas3umkKa.

— 310 51 gymarto, uro Papr Hamen [logzemusiii ['opos, — TOOCTOPOKHUYAI PhILIAPb, — U CTHHYJT
TaM. A HaXOASTCS 3TH MOA3EMelTbs TIOJI pyuHaMu 3aMKa MepTBbIX, KHSI3b, U OTTY[a HUKTO HE Bep-
HYJICSI, BOT TOJIBKO. . .

— Yo TONMBKO? — HACTOPOXKWIICS KHSI3b.

— Kak s coo0rman paHee, — poiliapb cTapajics ObITh TOUHBIM U TIOCIIEIOBATEIbHBIM, HO B TOXE
BpeMs KPaTKUM B M3JIOKEHUH, — B MeCTe, YKa3aHHOM TOOOM, KHSI3b, Mbl OOHAPYKUJIH CIIE/bl YeIO-
Beka, Bemymiero HaomoneHue 3a otpsgom Papra! OH HeoTCcTymHO ciefoBas 3a Humu! — Crmar
C COXaJIeHMEeM TOCMOTpeT Ha TIOJTHBIA KYOOK, HO HE PEIIvICs TIOIHAThH ero, U Mpoaoukumit. — Ham
HE yJIaJIOCh 3aXBaTUTh €70, ¥ OH, JOCTUTHYB 3aMKa, MCUe3 B €r0 PyHHAX, a ITOCJIe 3TOro HaJl HUMH BO3-
HUKJIO CTpaHHOE CBeTsIIeecs: 001aK0, HO BCKOPE OHO MPOTIAO. DTOT YeIOBeK ObUT 00/IaueH B UepHOe
ofesiHue, KHA3D!

— BoT oHO 4TO! — MPOTSAHYJT MHOTO3HAYUTEILHO KHS3b, OMMCAHHOE BOMHOM OOJIAYKO MHOTOE,
CKa3aJio eMy; MPOAOJIKUI 3a[yMYMBO U MAJIOTIOHATHO IS PHIAps: — 3HAYMUT, KTO-TO CyMeN Bep-
HyTbcs. Heyxenu bemn? Korpa e 310 cimyumnoch? — B €ro rojioce 3Bydania Tpeora. OH MocTaBuil
KyOOK Ha CTOJI U TIOJHSUICS C Kpecia, MOJOIIeNT BIUIOTHYI0 K KaMUHY, JIOJITO CMOTpPEJ Ha XKeJToe
iamsi, He ornyiast Tervia. Crvir HIJero He MOHsUT, HO He pelicsl cripocuTh. OH BOCHOJIL30BAJICS
BO3HUKINEH May30i ¥ MOJYa MW BEJIUKOJEIHOe M0 BKYCY BUHO. KHS3b MpHIles K KaKkOMY-TO
peleHuIo U BepHYJIcs B Kpeciio. Ero nmiio 6puto cympaunbiM. [TocMoTpes Ha philiapsi, TPOroBOPHIT,
HU K KOMY, He oOpariasck: — Heyxkenu oH cymen BEpHYThCS. .. — KHS3b ObLT paCTEPsIH U HE MBITAJICS
9TOro cKpbITh. Takum CIIUIIT €ro HUKOT/Ia He BUJIEIT, U 9TO MOpa3uIo peinaps. — Ho kak? 3HauuT q0K-
Top Benb3om npa, OTTY JIA MokHO BepHYThCSI?! — OH CMOTpEJT Ha TOCTS U HE BUJIEJ €T0, MOTPYKEeH-
HBIT B CBOM MPAYHbIE MBICJI, U PHIIIAPh OIYTHJI CMATCHUE B AyIe KHS35. — 3HAUYUT U MATUCTP MOXKET
BEepHYThCA? A eciii OH BEpPHETCs, TO, — KHA3b OCEKCS, BEPHYJICS K PealbHOCTH, ocMoTpes Ha Criu-
JIra XOJIOMHBIM B3IJISIIOM, IPOBEPSIsl, IIOHST JI OH €r0 COKPOBEHHBIE MBICTH. [0 criuHe philiaps mpo-
OeKaJi XOJIOAHbIE MYPAIITKU OT TUX, OTAAIOIIMX CMEPTHIO TJIa3, a KHA3b HAIOTO 3aMOJTIaNI, TyMast
O CBOEM.

Primiapb o05ierdyeHHO B3I0XHYJI, OCTOPOKHO TIOCTABUJI OOKAJT Ha CTOJI M CTAJl TEPIIEJIUBO K/IaTh
pacropsikeHusl CBOEro TOCIOMHA, a YTO OHU OyayT, oH He comHeBajcs. CHwir oveHb ycTaln,
a OT BBIIIUTOTO BUHA pacCIaOUJICs, U ero KJIOHWJIO B COH, Y OH U3 MOCTIGAHUX CUJT OOPOJICS C APEMON. . .

— Bor uro, Criunr! — nmpousHec, HaKOHEII, Pe3KO KHsI3b, MOAAJICS K PHIIAPIO, JILIOM OJICCHYIIN
r71a3a, MPOJOJIKUII TIOYTH IIETIOTOM: — BeisicHUIIb, TOOBIBaJ Jiu TaMm, B [TonzemHom ['opone, dyenoBek
B uepHoM? TouHo BeisicHuIlb! Be3 oMbICIOB 1 Tipeanonoxenuii! 1o neproe. Bropoe: uro ciyun-
nocsk B [Tonzemuom I'opone, u kyaa ucuesz ®apr ¢ kamuem?! [Ipoiigeins 1o ero cjiefam v BbISICHUIIb,
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KTO OH Ha camoM Jiesie? Kto crout 3a Hum? J1j1s1 uero emy, MM KOMYy-TO Hy’KeH KaMeHb. FIMEHHO 3ToT
KameHb! Kak momnas 3TOT KaMeHb B Kalulille STUX TUKapeu, TOXKe BBISCHUIIb! — OH LENKUM KOJIIO-
YMM B3IJISI0M HaOsmozian 3a peitapem. — [lepenams Tyimy, 4To BBIOMHSENTH MOE 33JjaHUE U TOJIBKO
moe! He mocBsamain Hu ero, HUKOro-iauoo ele B Aeraid 3amadud, sacHo?! OH JoJDKeH OKa3bIBaTh
TeOe MOMOIIIb, KaKylo Thl IOTpeOyelb, He 3a1aBasi BOIpocoB! f oTaaM COOTBETCTBYIONIHME PACTIOPsI-
keHHs Ha 3TOT cueT! — KHA3b pe3Kum JBMKEHUEM MOAHSIICS, SHEPIUYHO MPOUIESICS 10 3aj1y, IOTOM
BepHyJicsa K Crimry: — JlokmaapiBarh tuuHO MHe! Jliomelt mondepers caM, Kakue Tede HyXKHBI. Bce
poitaps! OTnoxHu ABa aHs v npuctynai! Bosspamaiics ¢ yaaueit! Tonbko ¢ ynaueit!

W3 TeMHOTBI O€CIIIyMHO BO3HHK Y€JIOBEK, TOMOT PHILIAPIO IOTHATHCS C Kpecia v MOBeJl B OTBe-
JEHHBIE JUIs1 HETO allapTaMEHTHI.

KH:3p poBOANIT TOCTS OLIEHUBAIOIIKM B3IJIS1JOM, CIyTa 3aKpbUI 32 PhILIAPEM JBEPb, U HACTY-
NWia TUIIMHA. JIMIIb MOTpecKUBaHUE APOB B KAMUHE A pe3KUe MOPBIBBI BETPaA C I0KIEM B Y3KHE
OKHA HapyllaIy ee, HO MOrpyKEHHbII B CBOM HEBECEJIbIE MBIC/IM KHSI3b HE 3aMeyal 3TOro. 3HAYUT
BCE, UTO MpeCcKa3biBajl KOraa-To JOKTOp Benb3om — copiBaetcsi! Maructp MOXeT BEpHYThCSI, a €CITH
OH BepHeTcs, To... KHs310 He xoTenock nmponoskars. MM, Brepsble 3a OC/IeIHUE HECKOJIBKO AeCs-
TWJIETUM, OBJIaJe/IN paCTEPSIHHOCTb U TPeBOra. A €cji MarucTp y3HaeT, KTO IIOMOI eMy YUTH B MUP
WHOM, TO... Her, Heb3s JOoIMyCTUTh, YTO OBl UMEHHO ceituac Maructp BepHyJics. Henb3sa! Hu B koem
ciydae Henb3si! [losxke — mycts! Ho He ceitdac! 1o MoxeT KoHuuThes Katactpodoit! U tak cutya-
1151 HEOKMJAHHO OCJIOKHUJIACH, CTasla He IpeickasyeMoi. A Bce u3-3a beia, eciiu, KOHEUHO, 3TO
OH... A eciu ieicTBUTENbHO, OH?.. [IpaBna, be npoTUBHUK HE TOTO ypOBHS, HO TEM HE MEHEE. ..
XO0po1110, YTO €ro AIXUMHUKH, MOJIb3YsCh TpaKTaToM MOHaxa ['yHa, cymesn BoBpeMs 3aceub C [OMO-
uipio CBOMX kamHelt BCIUIECK SHEPIyu, U 1axke MPUMEPHO OMPEAeTUTh MECTO, TAe TO MPOU30IILIO,
KOTOpOE, Kak Tenepb BblsicHsAeTCs, U ecTb [logzemusiii ['opox!

CooO1ieHre aTXMMHUKOB HECKOJIBKO O0ECHOKOMIIO KHsI3s, HO BCIIOMHMB MoHaxa ['yHa u ero
MCKYCCTBO OIPE/IENIATh MECTO U BpeMs MOSIBJICHUS JIIOJIEH CO 3Be3[l, OH IMOC/Ie HEKOTOPBIX Koseba-
HUI BCe Ke, OTIpaBWI TyAa Ajs npoBepku otps Cnuira. Bapyr noseseT u ygacres 3aBiaajeTh Kam-
HeM Jmofer co 3Be3.! JefCTBUTENBHOCTh pa3pyIlliia MEUTHI; PHIIIAPI0 TOBOJBHO OBICTPO YIAJIOCH
BBIITH Ha CJIe]] YeJIOBEKa B YEpPHOM, HO TOJIbKO Ha ero cien! Ilpecnenys TaMHCTBEHHOTO HE3HAKOMIIA,
OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOYTH HACTUTaJl €ro, HO TOT YMEJIO CKPBIBAJICS, CIOBHO PACTBOPSUICS B BO3/yXE.
VY ONBITHOTO B TakMX JieNax phIliaps CJIOKUJIOCH BIIEYATIEHUE, YTO HE3HAKOMEI] B CBOIO OYepelb,
CJIelyeT I0 MATaM OTpsJa CTEHSIKOB, KOTOPBIM YXOQMJI OT IIOTOHM BOMHOB MPEArOPHOIO IIEMEHHU.
Bckope, 3aXBaTHB OIHOTO U3 OTCTABLIMX OT OTPsi/ia BOMHA-CTENH KA, Criir BeIICHWI, 4To Papr, Tak
3BaJIM KOMaH/iMpa OTpsiJia, MOXUTUJI U3 KalluIla PeropHOro MjIeMEH! CBSAIIEHHbIM KaMEeHb U 32 HUM
nocyiaHa norodst! Yto 3T0 3a KaMeHb, KHS3I0 CTaJI0 MOHATHO, KaK TOJBKO OH YCJBIIIAT 00 oOMavke
MOSIBUBLIMMCS HaJ pyrnHamu 3amKka MepTBbIx. Teneps o4ty He OCTaBajIOCh COMHEHMI, KEM SIBJISI-
eTcsl yesioBek B yepHoM. D10 besut! OH onepenu, u nepBbIM Boillen Ha cien kamusi! Kak emy yna-
Jock 310! ? A eciiv OH oBJIa/leN1 KaMHeM Jiiofien co 3Be37? KHs3io He xoTenock Bo Bce 3T0 BepuTh. OH
TSDKEJIO B3JOXHYJI, HE UyBCTBYs BKyCa BUHA C/IeJIall HECKOJIBKO ITIOTKOB 13 Ookana. [a, cyas o Bcemy,
BepHyJics ben. Bee ke BO3HUK 13 HEOBITHS. .. BeposTHO, KaMeHb, TOXUILEHHBIH PaproM 1o Kakou-
TO MPUYKHE, TPOOYAUJICS TIOCIIe MHOTHX JIET MOTYaHUs M TIPUTSIHYJI ero K cede. .. Ho yeM ke 3aKoH-
ymiack Bcrpevya ®Papra u bemna? ¥ koro ke teneps kameHb? M k1o ke Takoir ®Papr? OTKyna oH
nosieuiicsi? Kro crout 3a Hum? U Bce ke He TH M3BECTHS TPEBOXKWIM KHs3s1 Oonee Bcero, Her!
C 3THM POTUBHUKOM OH MOT OOPOTBCS, Y HETO XBATHJIO ObI CUJT BHOBb OTIIPABUTH B HEOBITHE 3aHOC-
ynBoro bea, HO ecm BepHETCsl, U MarucTp. .. He I0MycTui v oH B Te JaBHKME BpeMeHa OIIMOKY,
YCTpaHUB ero co cBoero mytu? KHsa3b ¥ caMm He MOT OTBETUTb, YTO MOATOJIKHYJIO €r0 Ha CTOJIb OIpPO-
METYUBBIH IIIar. ..

BocnomuHanust BepHY/IM KHs351 Ha HECKOJIBKO JecATWIeTuil Hazaa. Ecim oH Torma Obut Obl
6oJiee OCTOPOXKEH, BCE CIOKUIOCH MHaYe!
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I'nmaBa 3

— Kus3p! MBI oueHb OJIM3KY K TOMY MecTy! — 0OepHYBILKCh, IIPOrOBOPHIT HETPOMKO TPOBOJI-
HUK, OMACIMBO KOCSACh Ha KapeTy, U3 OKHa KOTOPOH BBHIIVISA/IBIBAJI CTapell, 3aKyTaHHBI B TEMHBIN
miail. ['00By cTapuka MpUKphIBaia IJIOCKas IIarovka ¢ repOoM, YJOCTOBEPSIOIIMM MPUHALJIEK-
HOCTb XO3IMHa K YUYeHOMY IleMeHu. KHs3b pocieans B3rIsAA NPOBOIHUKA:

— Yro ckaxemib, Mmynpsiii [llen? — mporoBopui oH oOparasich K CTapiry.

ToT ckpbuICA B ITyOMHE KapeThl Ha HECKOJIBKO MHUHYT, IIOTOM €I0 IoJI0Ba MOSIBUJIACh B OKHE,
MIPOrOBOPHJT TUXO, TaK YTOOBI CIIBIIIIAI TOJIBKO OH:

— Ha, kHs3p! KameHb moaTBepK1aeT, — Mbl OUeHb OJIM3KM K HY’KHOMY MecTy !

— Eme yerBepTh JHA U BBIAJEM K YEPHOH IUIEIIM, HO 3TO YK€ 3eMJIM CTENHSKOB, a C HUMHU
Jydllle He BCTPeYaThcsl, — BMELIAJICs YCIbIIABIIMI CI0BA CTapLa MPOBOIHKK, B €ro rojoce 3ByJasa
TPeBOra, HO KH:35 9TO He 3auHTepecoBaso. OH ynoBaeTBOpeHHO KuBHYI [lleny, okMHYI B3MIAAOM
CBOI OTpsii. BOMHBI ero JIMUHOI rBapaAnK ObLTM COCPEIOTOYEHHBI M COOPaHBI, HO TSTOTHI IyTH CKa-
3aJMCh M Ha HUX. Jliofeit u3moTasia 3Ta 3aTskHask TOHKA [0 HE3HAKOMOM MECTHOCTH C HEIPUBBIYHOM
PACTUTEIBHOCTBIO ¥ CYXMM KapKUM KiuMaTtoM. Ho oHM Bepuiiu KHS310 M MOJTYa, IEPEHOCUIIN TATOTHI
3T0ro noxozaa. KHsA3b OTIMUHO 3HAJ KaXA0ro, ObLI YBEPEH B MX MPEAAHHOCTH M BOMHCKOM UCKYC-
cTBe. BHyTpeHHe 10BOJIBHO YCMEXHYJICS, TaK M AOKHO ObUIo ObITh. Ha To OH 1 KHs3b! U He pocTo
KHS3b, A...

— Briepesin KTO-TO ecTh! — KPUKHYJI BOMH, HAOMIOABIIMI OKPECTHOCTH, CTOsSI Ha ceasie. — Tam
YTO-TO OJIECHYJIO HA COJHIIE!

KHs13p BeITAIIT M3 YeXJjia NOA30pHYI0 TpyOy, MOJHEC K IPAaBOMY IJIa3y, U, HaBedsl Pe3KOCTh,
cran HaOmonatk. Habmomarens 1aj HECKOJIBKO OPUEHTHPOB, ¥ KHS3b OBICTPO HaIlle TO MEeCTO, KOTO-
poe HaCTOPOXWIIO BoMHA. [l0/Iro BcMaTpuBasicsi, Haesich, YTO-TO YBUAETh, HO BCE OBLIO HAITPACHO.
Briepenu, cieBa 1 cripaBa Bce TOT ke OAHOOOPA3HBIN JTaHAMA]T U3 MEJIKMX XOJIMOB, MOKPHITHIX YaX-
JIO pacTUTENILHOCTBIO. B TO ke BpeMs OH 3HaJl, YTO MPOCTO TaK JIO30PHBII TPEBOTY HE MOIHUMET.
Pa3 ckazan, Buzen, — 3Haunt Bugen. OH cipsTan TpyOy, OJ03BaJl COTHUKA!

— Brinum o30pHbIe rpynmbl, MyCTh OHA OCMOTPHUT TOT XOJIM, & OCTaJIbHBIE Pa3BE/AlOT IyTh
OTpALYy.

CoTHMK OTaJ1 pacopsiKeHus, U, 10K JABLINCH, KOI/a J030pHbIE YIAIWINCh HA 3HAUUTEIbHOE
paccrosiHue, MPUKa3ajl OTPsLy HauaTh ABMKEHUE. XOTS COTHLE TOJIbKO NOIHANIOCH HaJl TOPU30HTOM,
HO yXe CTaJIo OLYTHMO >kapKo. HaJ moBepXHOCTBIO 3aCTPyMIIUCh BOCXOJAIIME MOTOKH IPOrPETOro
Bo3ayxa. IToxyn nerkuii BeTepok, NOKaTUIUCh OOJbILINE HEBECOMBbIE KJIYOKH TO JIM CITyTAHHBIX pacTe-
HUIA, TO JIM KAKUX-TO HACEKOMBIX. 3allly Py 3Meu U OOJIbIINe AIEPULIbl, 3aCKAaKaIN JJIMHHOHOTHE,
TIOXOKME Ha 3ailleB KUBOTHbIE. B HeOe MealeHHO mapiiay B IOTOKAX BO3/yXa IPOMaJIHbIE MTHUIIBL,
BhICMaTpuBast 100bIuy. [IpoMyascs HeOombII0i TaAOYH HU3KOPOCIIBIX, IMKHUX Jomaaei. BerkokeHHas
CTelb OXUBAJIA.

ITpoBonHMK He 0OMaHyJ1. BcKkope OHM BBILIUIM K Kpalo OrPOMHOM KOTJIOBUHBI. [IpoTrBONONOXK-
Hasl ee CTeHa Tepsulach B JbIMKe KOJIeOIoIerocss MyTHOro Mapesa. Ha jHe MOXHO ObLJIO paccMoT-
PeTh pelKue 3apOoCi KyCTapHUKA, CIPYJMBLIETOCS OKOJIO KPOXOTHBIX O3€p C YEPHOM BOJIOM, TOUYHEe
He o3ep, a 6osot. CripaBa Oeper Aenan pe3Kuil HOBOPOT U BABAJICS MOTyOCTPOBOM BHYTPb KOTJIO-
BUHBI.

KHa3b gocran tpyOy u fonro paccMmarpubai nonyoctpos. OH y3Hau 310 Mecro! Mecro, rae
KOI/Ia-TO CTOSUI €r0 3aMOK, I7ie oruoiia ero nepas 1adopaTopHs, TIe OH BIIEPBbIE OfepXkal Mmoodexy
HaJ| IpuIleasbuaMy co 3Be3. U ceifuac, o npomecTBUM HECKOJIBKUX COTEH JIET, MOXKHO ObLJIO pac-
CMOTpETh PyMHBI €ro 3aMKa. MHOXecTBO 03ep M OO0JIOT ¢ YepHOH BOJIOM Ha JHE KOTJIOBHHBI — BCE,
YTO OCTAJIOCh OT BEJIMKOTO IPECHOBOJHOTO MOps1. 371002 Ha MPUILESIbLEB BHOBb, KaK TOra, yaapuia
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B rojioBy KH:3s1. Bee Genpl or Hux! He 3ps Benukuii Benb3om npenynpeskaan He UCKAaTh C HUMH
Apyx06b1. OHU MPOCTO HE CIIOCOOHBI TPOHUKHYTHCS HYKAAMH JIOICH. . .

— YepHas 1ruienib TaM, KHA3b! — MOSICHWII IPOBOJHUK, HO KHSI3b U CaM 3HaJI, YTO OHA TaM. 3HaJl
u ee npoucxoxaenue. — A HebGecHas ckana npasee! 1o naneko orciona! — ykasaia OH B CTOPOHY
YaxJIoro Jjieca, U KHs3b YBUJET HAa FOPU30HTE YTO-TO OTPOMHOE, MPAYHOE, C Pa3MBITHIMU JIETKOW
JbIMKOM KOHTYpaMu. Ho BepirHa ero Majo MHTepecoBaa.

— Crmyckatbcesi OyaeM 371ech! — prKas3ai OH COTHUKY. [IpOBOAHMK XOTe BO3Pa3UTh U CKa3aTb,
YTO CITyCKaThCs JIy4llle Y YEPHOM IIJIENIH, HO B MIOCJIEIHUI MOMEHT NepeayMall, UCIyTaBIIMCh HETIO-
HATHOM TPUMACHI 37100bl UCKA3MBIIEH JIMLIO KHSI351, MBIC/IM, KOTOPOTO OBUTH 3aHSATHI BOCTIOMUHAHU-
SIMM O KOBapHBIX MPUILESbLAX. . .

B 3TOM MecTe CKJIOH KOTJIOBHHBI ObLJI CPABHUTEIBHO TIOJIOTUM U CIYCK HE COCTaBHJI 0COOOTO
TpyAa. JanpHenmmii myTb KHA3b [IPECTABIIsLI IOBOJIBHO TOUHO. 3HAJI OHM KOHEYHYIO TOUKY M0X0/1a, —
BBICOKMIA XOJIM, OBIBIIMIA KOT/Ia-TO OCTPOBOM cpefu OeckpaiiHero o3epa. To Mecro, rjae Koraa-to
JIexka pa3OMTHIH JIeTAONIMIA KOpaOiib MPHILESIBIEB CO 3B€31, M CTOsIa ero KpernocTb. VIMeHHo 371ech
OH YHUUTOKUJI TIEPBYIO JIETAIOILYI0 MallIMHY NpuliesbleB! KH3b CyHy pyKy 0[] HArPYIHUK, HAIIy-
naJ Memoyek ¢ kamHeM. OIyTuJ1 Jierkoe Bo30yKJIeHHe, KaK TOr/ia, KOra CXKer TPOUX MPHIIESIbIEB
BMecTe ¢ KopadieM y npuyaia 3amka. OH HOHSUI, YTO MOXKET HOBTOPHUTH 3TO OMSATh, U 'y HETO TOJTy-
yurcst! OUryTHI TO IaBHee, MbsHAIIee cocTosiHue 6e3mepHoro morymectsa! [la, on cmoxer! [Tpsmo
ceityac! Jlumb Ob1 011 KameHb! U erie oH rotoB OOpPOTHCS 32 HOBBI KAMEHb, KOTOPBIN XKJET €ro
BIIEpeH 1 YABOUT ero MorymiectBo! KameHb Ho/mkeH ObITh ero v TOJIBKO ero!

Otpsan Havan ciyck. BouHsl cnemwiinch, B3su Jiomaaen noa y3ausl. [Ipucenas Ha 3aaHue
HOT'M, KOHU OCTOPOKHO CXOOWJIM BHM3. Tpy/iHee MPUIILUIOCh C KAPETOW, HO U €€ YAAJIOCh CIIyCTHTb
C TIOMOIIIBI0 BEpEeBOK, He BbicaxkuBasi nmoureHHoro Illena. B menom oGomuiock 0e3 OCIOXHEHU,
XOTsI 1IOCJIE CITyCKa Ha THO KOTJIOBUHBI JIOIIAIU €/1Ba MOIJIM CTOSATh OT YCTAJIOCTH, O JIOASAX U TOBO-
puth ObUTO Hevero. C MOJTYaIMBOTO COMIACHsI KHSI35 COTHUK pa3pelivi HeOObIION OTIbIX, U JIOAH
c o0sieryeHreM OMyCTUIMCh Ha KAMEHUCTBIM TPYHT JIHA, HEKOTJa OrPOMHOTO 03€pa.

KHs13b HeTeprenmBo BCcMaTpUBaJICs BAaJb, /€ JOJKEH BO3BBIIIATLCS OBIBIIHI OCTPOB, — LIEJh
UX T0XO0/1a, HO J€Hb 3aKaH4YMBAJICA, a AAJbHEUIIMA MyTh He ObUT pa3BenaH. KHs3b ornisHysncs, —
Ha (hoHe erle cBeTIOro Heba YeTKO MPOCMATPUBANIACh JIOMaHAas JIMHUSI CTEHBbl KOTJIOBUHBI. Bymyun
XOPOILIUM CTPaTeroM, OH MIHOBEHHO IOHSUI, UTO OCTaBAThCS PSAAOM CO CTEHOW KpaiHe oracHo. s
MIPOTUBHKKA CBEPXY OHU MPEJICTABISUIN OTJIMYHYIO 1IEJIb, U OH 3aTOPOIUIICS, TPUKa3aJl UCKaTh MECTO
OvBaKa Mojiajblie OT TOro ONacHOro Mecta. OT KOBapHBIX CTEITHSKOB BCETO MOXHO Oxuaarh. CoT-
HUK CKOMaH/I0BaJI IObEM, U OTPSA POIOIKUI MY Th.

B OpicTpo crymiaionmxcsi cymMepKax HacTyHaloliell HOUM OTpPsii CTaJl Ha HOWIET Y OIHOTO
13 03ep, CKopee OYeHb OOJBIIOro 00JI0Ta, Oepera KOTOpOro rycTo 3apociy Oe3TUCTHBIM, KOTIOUUM
KyCTQpHUKOM. BOVHBI CTPEHOXUIIM JIOMIAeH ¥ OTITyCTHIIM TACTUCh, OJIaro, 4To BIOJIL Oepera o3epa
KpOMe KYCTapHHMKa pocia y3Kasl MoI0ocKa COUHOM TpaBbl. COMHIIE pe3KO YIIUIO 32 CTeHY KOTJIOBUHBI,
M HacTymwia Oe3nyHHast Houb. KHs3b 3ampeTus1 pa3kurath KOCTpPbl M BOMHBI, HACKOPO MOYKHUHAB
JIeNeNIKaMy ¥ ChIPOM, BBICTaBUB Kapay.l, JIETJIN CIaTh.

KHs1310 He criasioch, HOUB MpHUHECa TpeBory. YTo kaaio ux Ha ObIBIIEM ocTpoBe? MHOro JieT
HAa3a]| MPUILEITBIBI CO 3BE3/1 TPUJIETEN Ha OCTPOB U 3a4eM-TO YBE3/IM OOJIOMOK JIETAIOIIETO KOpaos.
B TOT pa3 oH cymen uX mpOydYuTh, MOPA3UI UX JieTalomuii Kopadib. Kak gaBHO 310 ObL10! [TOoTOM
Hactynmuin BpemeHa Y KACA u nonrue roasl Benmkoro XAOCA. Kazanock, karactpoda cmena
C JIMKa 3eMJI HE3BaHbIX IOCTEN, U OHU OCTAJIMCh OfIHU Ha 11aHeTe. OH u Maructp. C HayaJloM KaTa-
KJIN3Ma KHsI3b MOTEPsUT BCAKYIO CBsi3b ¢ mpoctoaymHbiM Mccom. Emme panee kyaa-To ucues, K cya-
cThi0, Besut. BoT yk 0 KOM KHSI3b HUCKOJIBKO He XKaJlell, CKOpee 9TO OTBEYaJIO ero IlaHaM, /1a U IIaHaM
MarucTpa Toxe. CIMIIKOM He MpeAcKa3yeMbiM U KOBapHbIM ObLT Opatell. [ToTom yien B HeObITHE
MAarucTp, u oH octajcs oguH. OauH BiaacTutesb! MHOrMe rojisl Tak U ObuUTo. VI BOT KPHCTA/UT B €10
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nmaboparopru oxui! B mepBoe MrHoBeHHe, KOrja eMy AOJOXWIN O MPOOYKISHUU KpUCTaJlIA, OH
OTIEIIIIJI, U CBSI3AJ1 9TO sIBJIEHHE C MpHIIesblaMu. Heyxenu Jiiou co 38e371 OnsTh OObSIBUIMCH Ha T1J1a-
HeTe, U pellvId MPOJOIKUTh CBOIO pa3pyLIUTEIbHYIO JeATeIbHOCTh? B TOT pas, B Aanekom mpo-
IIJIOM, OH CyMeJT TPOTUBOCTOSITD TIPHUIIIENIbIIAaM, JJaKe YHUITOXKMI HECKOJIBKO JISTAIOMIUX KOpaoei,
a Mo3e U Tpoux u3 HUX. He ¢ MecThio i1 OHM BepHY/HCh Ha TuianeTy? Torna um ObUIo He O KHS3S.
Vikac U3 mIyOMH KOCMOca yKe KOCHYJICS IJTaHETHl ¥ TPO3WJI BCeM TMhesbio. A Ternepb, Korja ornac-
HOCTh MMHOBAJIa, OHA BHOBb BCIIOMHUJI O TIIaHeTe?

C3aau MocnplIaics Mopox, MPEepBaBIIMI BOCHOMUHAHUSI, KHSA3b MTHOBEHHO OOEPHYJICS, PyKa
JIeryia Ha pyKOsSITh Meya.

— 3710 1, KHs3b! — npousHec U3 TeMHOTH anxumuk llen. [Togommen BrutotHyo. — He cniutest, —
OIAac/IMBO TIOCMOTpEI MO CTOpoHaM. — Hexoporiiee 3T0 MecTo, KHs3b. Ykac M3 Oe3IHb KocMOca
Halies 3/1eCb MECTo, — 3s0KO MOBEJ CTAPUECKUMU TUICUYaMH, U MTPOJOIDKII YKe Ha APYTYIO TeMy. —
4l emme pa3 nmpoyen ApeBHUE MAHYCKPUIITHI O KaMHE, KHsA3b. Te, aBTOPOM KOTOPBIX ObLT TeHUAJIbHBIH
['yH! — mOYTUTENHHO MTPOU3HEC YUEHbIH. — M mpHInesn K BHIBOIY, UYTO HAC TaM, — OH MAaxHYJ B TeM-
HOTY, — KJeT 4To-T0 uHoe! KaMHM cBeTsATCsl mo-apyromy, — He TaK, KaK OMNKCHIBAET YBaKaeMbIil
opar 'yH.

— Mynpsiii Illen, — HeTepriemBo, HO cTapasich ObITh BEXKJIMBBIM MPOU3HEC KHS3b, — UTO K€ HAC
k1eT!? — OH MBITIIMBO B3MJISTHYJ Ha y4eHOro. — MBI JOJKHBI 3HaTh, K YeMy ToToBUThCS? K BcTpeue
C TIPHIIETBIIAMU CO 3B€3[] WM C YeM-TO MHBIM? — O JIIO/ISIX CO 3B€3[] OH ObUT BRIHYK/IEH paccKasaTb
anxuMuky. — [IpoBeau ceaHc emie pa3, 3T0 OYEHb BAXKHO!

VueHslil TUIOTHEE 3aKyTaJICS B TUIAI, TIPUCTYIIAJICS K HOUHBIM 3BYKaM, TSKEJIO B3IOXHYII: —
He 3Hato, kHs3b. MeHs1 GECIOKOUT CHJIa, YTO MOKa IpeMJIeT B KaMHe, a BAPYT oHa mpocHetcsi? Komy
MOIUYNHUATCA?

KHs13p XMBIKHYJI. YK OH-TO 3Hajk, Kak 0Oy3[aTh HPOCHYBIIYIOCS CHIIY, ITyCTh TOJBKO
npocHetcsi! TonpKo Obl 9Ta CUJIa He TIPUHECTa B 3TOT MUp MarucTpa! MbIcib 0 corepHUKe OKOHYA-
TEJIbHO UCTIOPTHJIA HACTPOEHUE KHS3.

B temMHOTE yueHBIil He pacCMOTpeJI JIila TOCIIOIMHA, HE YBUE HA HEM PaCTEPSIHHOCTH U U3Ma-
THIBAIOLIETO TATOCTHOTO OXWIAHUS, HE TOHST HACTPOEHHS COOECelHHKa, a MOTOMY MPOMOJTYAI.
KHs13b TOXKEe 0€3MOIBCTBOBAJT HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI, O YeM-TO Pa3MbIILIsAs], a TOTOM ITPOrOBOPHJI, YKa-
3aB PyKOW B TEMHOTY:

— e, THI MOXeIIb OMPEETNTh PACCTOSTHHE M HAITPaBJIeHNe, B KOTOPOM HaM Ha10 OyAeT uaTu?

VueHslil OTBETHJI HE Cpa3y, KaKOK-TO 3BYK OTBJIEK €ro. 3ByK ObUI CTPAaHHBIM, paHee HeCIbl-
mmMbIM. OH ObLT, €/1Ba Pa3IMuiM B HOYHOW THIIH, HO CKJIOHBI KOTJIOBUHBI MHOTOKPATHO OTpaxkas,
YCWJIWJIM €70, ¥ TTIOTOMY OH CTajl JOCTYNEH YXY 4YeJIOBeKa. YCIbILal U KHsA3b. YCIbIIaa U y3Ha!
B nepBoe MrHOBEHHE €ro TeJI0 CKOBAJI UCITYT, HO OH OBICTPO OMPaBUJICS, OHSIB, YTO 3BYK yAAJIsIeTCs,
HO noyemy-to nporuenrani [lemy Ha yxo:

— 3aroMuHall HarlpaBjieHHe, Ky/a YIUIbIBaeT JIeTalomuil Kopalib moaen co 38e3a! 1o oHu!
Onu npunerenu 3a kamHem! Ham Hayio onepeauts ux! — Bpocuiics k cisium BouHam. [Tpokpuyat
B MOJTHBIN rojioc: — TpeBora!

CoHHble BOMHBI ITPOJOJIKAIM JpeMaTh Ha XOy, JIOBEPHUBILMCH BOMHCKOMY OIIBITY COTHHMKA
Y 9yThIO CBOMX MpeJaHHbIX KoHel. KHs3b He oOpaliai BHUMaHUs Ha TaKOe HapyIleHHe JUCIUTUIMHBI,
MOHKMMAs, YTO TIO-IPyrOMY HEJIb3s1, ¥ UYTO B CITyyae CXBATKH €ro JIOH Oy/IyT BBIIE BCTUYECKUX MTOXBAJL.

Uepes yac MyTHBII PacCBET CTEK C 3alaJJHON CTEHbI KOTJIOBUHBI BHU3 U MOXHO OBUIO pa3iu-
YHUTh MMOKAYMBAIOIIETocsl B cefjie cocena. Emne yepe3 yac Ha BOCTOKe IMOKa3asiach y3Kasi OarpoBast
II0JIOCKA, a TIOTOM M CaMO COJIHIIE 3aIVIAHYJIO Ha JTHO MPA4yHOIO MUPA, U B €TI0 MEPBBIX JIy4yax IPsIMO
niepen; cOOOH KHsI3b YBHE HArPOMOXK/IEHHE CKaJl, U OMHOBPEMEHHO YCIIBIIIIA 3HAKOMBIH 3BYK. 3BYK
JieTaTeIbHON MalHbl puieabieB! MamHbel OH He YBUZEN, HO 3BYK OBICTPO ocnadeBasl — Npu-
IIeJIbIIbI, TO JIM 3aKOHYMB CBOM JIeJia, TO JI 3aMETUB NPUONMKAIOIIUICA OTpsi, yaetanu. KHssb,
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CKOJIbKO He BCMaTpuBaJjics B HeOO, HO Tak HI4Yero He oOHapyxui. C oOnerdyeHueM B3JOXHYIT, OKUHYIT
B3[JISIOM CBOMX JIIOJICH, HO HUKTO He 0OpaTHJI BHUMAHU I Ha HEOOBIYHBIN 3BYK, U TOJILKO TETePb OH
TIOHSIJT, YTO BUJIUT Tiepe]] cCOO0M OCTOB OCTPOBA, C KOTOPOTO Ky/Ia-TO UCYE3 MOKPOBHBIM CJIOW IPyHTA
BMECTE C COCHOBBIM JIECOM 1 KpenocThio Ha Oepery. B qau Benkoro YKACA HeOOMBIION METEOPUT
YTOAWI B IIEHTP OCTPOBA, PACKOJIOB €r0 CKaJIbHYI0 OCHOBY Ha HECKOJILKO YacTel, MPEeBPaTUB B IPyly
KaMHel U UCTIapyB MOYBEHHBIN cJIoW. [TOHSB 3T0, KHA3b 3a1yMaJICS: UYTO UCKAJIU MIPUIIIEIIBIIBI 3/1ECh,
Cpe/y 3TUX XaOTMYECKU HarpoOMOXIEHHBIX OrpoMHbIX KamHen? W Ham mm? U kyna xe ynerenu?
He o3navaer 310, 4to OH omno3xan? EMy, mouemy-To, cTayio criokoiHee. B riyOuHe ay1iy oH He XOTel
BCTpPEYH C TIPUIIIEIbIaMH, axe nodauBajcs. OH He MOT OOBSICHUTh TPUUYHMHY CTpaxa Mepej1 JTIOIbMU
CO 3BE3/I, HO TIOJICITYJHO TIOHMUMAJI, YTO JIyUIlle C HUMH He BCTpeuaThcs. B qajiekoM mporuioM nmode st
OBLTM HA €ro CTOPOHE, HO cefvac, 1Mo MPOIIeCTBUH CTOJNIBKUX JIeT OH cTas 00sAThcs ux! BosAThes, 4To
OHHU pa3pyliaTh BCE, YTO OH YCIIeJ CO3/1aTh U MPHUJIETCS] BCe HAYMHATH 3aHOBO. YBEPEHHOCTh MOKH-
HyJa ero...

— Kus3p! — npepBan Tsokessie ymbl rojoc cOTHUKA. — Myapsiid [llen xoder Bam 4to-T0 c000-
MTh, rocnoguH! CpovHo!

Kus3b ciepkan KoHs, IOXkJajcs, MOKa Kapera He MOPAaBHAETCS ¢ HUM UM HE OCTAHOBUTCS.
N3 okomka Beicynyics [len:

— locrioguH! — B TOJIOCE 3BydYaii BUHOBAThIE HOTKH, M OH M30eraja CMOTPETh B IJ1a3a KHS3S,
a TOT JIOTa/IbIBAJICS O IPUUMHE TAKOTO MOBEACHUS AIXUMUKA. — KaMeHb yKa3bIBaeT Jpyroe Hampas-
neHue!

KHs3b BCTperneHysICs: OH OKa3aJICs TPaB HATIOJIOBUHY — ITPUIIESIbIIBI HAIIUTU U YHECIIH C COOOM
KaMeHb, 3TO MOHATHO, HO...

— Kyna oH ykaseiBaet teneps, llen?

—Tyna, KHs3b! — X03MH HE TPOrHEBUJICS] HA U3BECTHE U AJIXMMUK YCTIOKOWICS. YKa3asl Ha ejBa
MPOIISABIBAIOIIYIO BAAM MpayHylo rpoMany: — Ha HeGecHyto ckaiy, rocrioaus!

KHa3p kakoe-TO BpeMsi Moiyall, C COXaJIEHHEM pacCMaTprBasi HarpOMOXKIEHUE CKall, IJe
HEJITaBHO MOOBIBAIM TIPUIIIETIBIB M JIMIIVIIN, TaK HY’)KHOTO eMy KamHs. OH MO4YyBCTBOBaJ, Kak UM
OBJIA/IEBAET 3JI0CTh U pa3ipaxkeHue, Ho U COTHUK, U Illen xmamu ot Hero pemeHusi. Kussp gocrai
MOJI30pHYI0 TPyOy M HaNpaBWJI B CTOPOHY CKajbl. Jloyro paccMarpuBali, MOTOM Hepeaai COTHHKY,
Y TOT OUYEHb JOJITO CMOTPEJI, TO Ha CKaJTy, TO YBOIWI TPyOy B CTOPOHBI. KHS3b TeprienBo xaal.

— Kusa3p! MbI MOXeM MOIONTH K CKaJle MO JIHY KOTJIOBUHbI! — HAKOHEII CKa3aJl OH, BO3Bpalliasi
TpyOy.

Kus13b cornacHo kuBHyJ. OKMHYJ B3IJISIOM OTPsiJl, PUKa3ajl COTHUKY:

— Torga Brepen!

K HebecHo¥i ckalie OTpsiq MOAOIIeT TOJMBKO K TONyAHIO cieayomiero qasa. Ckana 3aMblKaia
BOCTOYHYIO CTeHY KOTJIOBUHBI, M YaCTUIHO OpaJia CBOe Hauaio U3 OBIBILIETO THA, KOT/Ia-TO OTPOMHOTO
o3epa.

KHs3b XMypO CMOTpeI1 Ha MpayHyIo CKaJTy, KOT/Ia-TO YIaBIIyIo C Hebec B MPECHOBOTHOE MOpe
Y uccylmBiiee ero. ['ie-to tam, cpeiv OCTpOBEPXUX OTCIIOMBILIMXCS OT OCHOBHOT'O TEJIA CKaJIbl MOHO-
JIMTOB CKPBIT KaMEHb, €CJIM TOJIbKO M €r0 He MOXUTWIY JIIOAU CO 3Be31. Yem JoJblie OH CMOTpes
Ha CKaJly, TeM Bce OoJiblliee COMHEHHE OBJIAJICBAJIO UM: YK OUCHb HETPECTYITHOW TBEpP/AbIHEH OHa
BHITTISIAENA. . .

Kus13b! — COTHUK OCTOPOKHO TPOHYJI 33 lyMaBIIEroCsl KHsI3s 3a JIOKOTh. — YUTO MpUKakKellb
Jenarthb?

KHs3b 0uHYyJICH, TKETI0 B3JOXHYI, OTBEJ IJ1a3a OT CKaJIbI, M OECIIOMOIIHOCTh MEJTbKHYJIa Ha €T
JIMLE, HO HUKTO 3TOrO HE 3aMETWUJI, U OH MPOTrOBOPUJI [IIYXHUM TOJIOCOM:

— Bynem uckarp myTh nogbeMa HaBepX, COTHHUK !
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— Kas3p! — u3 kapeTsl BblJIe3 aIXUMHUK, 3aTOPONIICSA K HUM. — KHsI3b, He HaJj0 UCKaTh MyTh
HaBepx! OH 371ech! — MPOroBOpuII, TSKENO Abla, YueHblil. — EcTh cuiibHbIi curdan! To, 4to Mbl
WIIeM, OueHb Om3Ko! DT1o rae-To 3aech, BHU3Y! — OH XOTe MPOIOIKUTh, HO KHS3b M CaM TOHSL,
YTO XOTeJ cKazaTh crapen. OH 00paioBajIcs, HO COMHEHHUE OISITh MOSIBUIOCH Ha €ro JIUIIE.

— Ero mornu Haviti npuiiensiipl, [len, — yrpiomo npousHec KHs3b.

— Her! Onu He Hanwm ero! Mnu uckanu uto-to nHoe! A oH 3aech! CoBceM psigoM! — yueHbI
MIPOTSHYJI PYKY U pa3KaJ JIaJIOHb — KaMeHb ObLT OKYTaH JIETKOU IIMKOM, U OHa PUTMHYHO ITyJTbCHPO-
BaJIa B KAKOM-TO 3aBOpaKMBAIOIIEeM puTMe. KHsI3b MUTOM mpeoOpa3uiics, OKMHYJI [71a3aMH CTOSIIIUX
BOKPYT BOMHOB, SHEPIMYHBIM T'OJIOCOM OT/IAJI IPUKA3aHUS U Pa3/ICIUBIINIACS HA TPYIIIBI OTPSIT CTal
00XOIUTH CKaJIBI C IBYX CTOpOoH. OfiHa U3 HUX, COMpoBOXk Jasia KHs3s v [1lena. YaeHblid MeJIeHHO I11es
TI0 MEJIKOH OCBINH, epka B pyKax KaMeHb, 1 BHUMATEJIbHO CJIEAN 32 U3MEHEHHeM ero aypsl. KHs3b
HE MellIaj CTapIly U IeJ Ha pacCTOsTHUM, OH U caM CyMell Obl OIPEeNIeSTMTh MECTO HAXOXKICHU I KAaMHSI,
HO ceiiyac ero TPeBOKMIIO IPyroe: KyJa ucues3y npuiiesbiibi? TpyaHO OBEPUTH, YTO OHU TaK JIETKO
OTKa3aJIuch OT KaMHsl. Vtu jmioiu co 3Be31, JeMCTBUTENbHO, UCKAIU, YTO-TO apyroe? Toraa 4ro?

KHs3p TIIATENbHO MPUCTYIIMBAJICS K 3ByKaM, WAYIIUM CBEpXY, HO Oe/a MpuIIlia, ¢ JIPyrou
cTOpoHbl. THXO, MOHUMAsI, YTO KHA3b 3aHATh OUSHb BaXKHBIM JIEJIOM, TIOJIOIIeN COTHUK. [IporoBopu
IIETIOTOM:

— Kas13b, moru6 1030p, 4T0 MPUKPBIBAIT HAIT OTPSJL C ThUIA, — IJIa3a COTHUKA CBETHJIMCH XOJIOI-
HOU SIPOCTBIO.

— Kak?!

— Teno ogHOTrO BOMHA HANLIM Ha Oepery 00oTa, r1e OHU ObUIM B CKPBITOM JI030p€, OCTATBHBIX,
Cyas 1O criefiaM, YCTIeNH yTalllTh B BOMY.

— KT10?! — 10 co3HaHUs KHS3S I0IIIa TPEBOra COTHUKA.

— Te, xTO %MBeT B 60OJIOTaX, HO 3TO HE 3BEPb, KHA3b. [lorudImii yOUT CTpEsion, — OH MoKa3al
TOHKYIO JIETKYIO CTpeJTy U3 TPOCTHUKA. KHA3b MPOTSAHYI JIaJOHb, COTHUK UCITyTAHHO OTAEPHYI PYKY
CO CTpeJIol, TOPOIUIMBO NosicHWIT: — OcToposkHO, rocrioguH! OHa, HaBepHsIKa, oTpaBJieHa!

KHs3b mocyImacs onbITHOrO BOMHA, OMYCTHII PYKY. BBUIO SICHO, UTO CTpesIsiiv 9TOU CTpeion
HE M3 JIyKa, a U3 JIyXOBOW TPYOKH, M UYTO HAKOHEUHUK U3 PHIObEH KOCTH JICHCTBUTEILHO OTPABJICH.

— Ho kax xe, OHM IOMTyCTHIIN, COTHUK? — C YKOPOM M HE CKPBIBAEMOM OOJIbIO TIPOU3HEC KHSI3b.
OH oYeHb IICHNJT CBOMX BOMHOB, BCEX 3HAJ 0 UMEHH. B moxoiax ero v ux ObIT HIUeM He OTINYaITUCh,
OHU ObLT OOEBBIMU COpPAaTHMKAMU. A Tenephb ero OTPs YMEHBIIMJICS Ha TATh ONBITHBIX BOWHOB,
a 970 OOJbINAst CUJIA B UX HBIHEIIHEM TOJIOKEHUH.

CorHuk nocagmBo nomopimics. OH cuutan rudenb JToaei CBoel MPOMaIKoi:

— DT0 6ONOTHBIE JTIOAW, KH3b! BEposATHO, BOMHBI CIIEIIVINUCH, YKPBUTUCH B 3aPOCIISAX KyCTap-
HUKA, a TYT OHU, 3TU 000poTHU! CTpeisin ¢ OIM3KOro paccTostHUs, — outy B yrop! TyT u ot mapa-
uHBI BepHasi cMepTh! KTo Mor nogymars, 94to OOJIOTHBIE JTIOM HE CKa3Ka!

KHs3p XOTeN 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TYT M3-3a CKAJIbl BbUICTET KOHHBIA BOMH. OH OCaaui KOHS
OyKBaJIbHO B METpPE OT HUX.

— KHs13b! MBI OKPYRIIN KAKOTO-TO YeJIOBeKa! — BOMH HE CTaJl CTeIIMBAThCS, OKUIasl PacIio-
PSKEHUS.

— Beaute ero ciona! — KHA3b CXBaTUIICS 32 MeY.

— MBI He MOXeM MPUOIU3UTHCS K HEMY, Y HEro B pyKax KOJIIOBCKOM e3J, KHA3b! — BOMH
Y HE TBITAJICS CKPBITh CBOEH pacTepssHHOCTHU. Ero /1eo oObIYHbBIN MPOTUBHUK, a TYT, TO JIA KOJI/IYH,
TO JIW BOJIIIEOHUK, TO JIK Yapoyieil. OH 1 He MOHMMAJT B YeM MeXy HUMH pasHuiia. OTHUM CJIOBOM, —
HEXUTh!

KHs3b HACTOPOKWIICS, TIOMYMAJT U B35JT Y AJIXUMUKA KaMeHb, KUBHYJI COTHUKY:

— Ocragaiics 31ech! {1 moliay, BCTpeuych C STUM KOJAYHOM! — OH BCKOUMJI Ha TIOABEIEHHOTO
KOHS Y, B COITPOBOX/ICHUU TOHIIA, [TOMYAJICS Ha BHIPYYKY CBOUM BOMHAM.
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HewnsBecTHBIN CTOSUT MPUXKATHINA K CKaJlaM BOMHAMU KH$I3s1, IPaB/a, AEpKaIIMMICS Ha JI0CTa-
TOYHO OOJIBIIOM paccTosTHUM OT Hero. OH ObUT 0ONaueH B [UIMHHBINA YepHbIN TJIAI C HAJBUHYTHIM
TI0 camble I71a3a KaImoIIOHOM. B poTsSHyTO B HAITpaBJIEHUU OKPYXKUBIIIMX €0 BOUHOB PyKe OH Jep-
’ay He ke3/ — KameHb! KHa3p B3ApOrHynn oT HeoxuaaHHOCTH. Kak eMy moKa3anock, 3To ObLT U3Y-
MPpY/IHBIA KpUcTasul mojel co 38e371! dopma, y3HaBaeMblil pUCYHOK IpaHel, HETIOBTOPUMOE U3SIIIe-
CTBO 0OpabOTKM BCE TOBOPHJIO 32 3TO! 3HAYUT, HEM3BECTHBIN OMEPEArsI €ro M 3aBiajesl KaMHeM,
U Terephb YyrpokaeT STUM KaMHeM ero jofasM! KHa3b B 0JHO MIHOBEHHE OLICHUIT CUTYAIHIO, HE Clie-
3asi ¢ KOH$I, PEIIUTENILHO TIepeceK IPaHuIly, 0003HAUEHHYI0O BOMHAMU, U HAIIPABIJICS K YEJIOBEKY:

— Kro ThI, HE3HAKOMEI! — MPOrOBOPHJI OH TPOMKO, IVISAsI HA HETO, MHITasiCh pacCMOTPETh
uno. — Yto genaemis Tyt? M mouemy yrpoxkaerib MOMM BOMHaM?

UYesioBeKk B YEpHOM ILIAIIE MPEeJOCTEperaoie MOIHsT CBOOOJHYIO JIEBYIO PYKY, IVla3a IO
KaIoIIOHOM SIPOCTHO OJIECHYIM, HO OH He mpousHec Hu cioBa. Cy/s o TOMY, KaK YeJIOBEK pacro-
PSIWIICS KaMHEM, KHsI3b C HEYAOBOJILCTBUEM KOHCTATHPOBAJI, UTO €ro MoJ03PEHHs OKa3aJiCh Bep-
HBIMH, YTO HE3HAKOMEI] OKa3aJcs TYT He CIIy4ailHO, M €r0 1eJIbio ObLIO 3aBJIaJIcHNe KaMHEM JIIofIeH
CO 3BE3]1, K TOMY € OH 3HAaeT, KaKre BO3MOXHOCTH TauT B ceOe 3TOoT Kpuctaywi! M He TONbKO 3HaerT,
HO U yMmeeT nonb3oBatbesi! TyT Hago AefcTBOBaTh C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO. KHSA3b MOHSIT BCE 3TO B OHO
MTHOBEHHE U TIOUTH BOBPEMsI OCA/IMJ KOHS, CMJIa KaMHs JIMIIb CJIeTKa TOJKHYJIa €ro, OH MOvyB-
CTBOBAJI YIIPYTOCTb IPOCTPAHCTBA U HE PUCKHYJ ABUrathcs aanibiie. C Takol (hopMoi UCTIONb30Ba-
HUS CUJIbl KaMHSI KHS3b CTAJIKUBAJICS BIIEPBBIE, JTUYHO OH KCIIOJIB30BAJ €r0 MHAYe. DTO MPUBEIIO
KHSI351 B MUHYTHOE 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO, 8 HEU3BECTHBIN TeM BpeMeHEeM MeIJIEHHO IBUHYJICS BJOJIb CKaJ,
Ha BOCTOK. BOMHBI IIpH €ro mpuOIMKeHU! MOMSTUINCH, HO HE PacCTYITHIIUCh.

— Hesnakomer, otnaii kameHb, U Tl cBoOOsieH! CiioBo KHsA3s1 MoHca! — KHA3b TPOHYJT KOHS,
Y He3HAKOMeEll OCTAHOBHJICS, ME/IJIEHHO TIOBEPHYJICS, HAITPABIJI KaMEeHb B €ro CTOpoHy. V3-nio karmo-
IIIOHA MTPO3BYYasl FPOMKHI1 TOJIOC:

— Bepurp kHs310 MoHcy!? Beputb, TOMy, KTO... — HE3HAKOMEI] PHIBKOM COPOCHJI C TOJIOBBI
KaITIOIIIOH.

— benn! — uzymmcs kua3p. C gocaou B I1a3ax cMOTpes Ha poTuBHUKA. [IponsHec Ha 1peB-
HEM s3BIKE JIonen co 3Be3l; — beut! 3auem tede kamens!? 3ayem!?

— A 3auem 1ebe!? — orBeTH1 Besut Ha TOM Xke SI3bIKE, HEMHOTO OITYCTHJI PYKY C KAMHEM.

— To ke 3Haenb, yToOOB OOPOTHCS C JIIOABMH CO 3BE3]l, KOTOPBIE €Ba He pa3pylIMJIM HAlll
MUp! — TPOHYJI KOHSI B CTOPOHY belia, HO TOT TYT ke, HalpaBuil KaMeHb B €r0 CTOPOHY, U IIPHUIILIOCH
OCTQHOBHTBCS.

— W nns storo Te1 youn maructpa Hopma!? Hamero Opata? — He gokaancs OTBeTa OT pacTe-
PSIBILIETOCS KHSI3SI M TIPOAOJIKIIT: — ThI 3a0bLT 3a110BE/Ib HAIIETo co3aatesst — Mbl Opatbsi! U Thl, 1 4,
Y Marucrp, ...

— Tet ommbaemnmbesa, bemn! 3auem ke MHe ObIO yOuBaTh Maructpa!? — KHSI3b OMpPaBUIICS
OT HOTPSICEHM I, CiesaT HeOOMbIIOM mar K besuty, TOoT He 3aMeTHI ABUKEHHUS], U 9TO AaBAJIO HAJIEK/LY.

— Her, 310 1h1 yOun Hopma! — mosropun Bemn ynpsimo. — $1 momyunn oT Hero mociaHue!
Ortryna! — oH Bo3Ben m1a3a Ha He0o. — M oH HazBa Tebs! Trl you mydiero u3 Hac. OH ObLT JTydInuii,
no3ToMy Thl 1 yous ero! MimeHHo noatomy! Thl X0Tes ObITh IIEPBBIM, a eIle JIydIlle — €AMHCTBEHHBIM!
Ho 161 320611 0 Cozpnatene! OH CKOpPO BepHETCS, ¥ HaM AepXkaThb nepes HuM oTBeT! YUTo Thl CKakelb
emy! — rmaza Besuta ropeny rHeBoM. — Thl pyIIMING IJ1aH HAIIETO CO3/1aTelNsl, a MarucTp BepHeTCs,
Hac, TBOpeHus Besib3oMa, HEBO3MOKHO YHUUTOKUTD!

«OH ke cymacienmui!» — KHs3b JTMXOPAJ0YHO MCKal BbIxo[. OH He MOr MO3BOJHTH cede
MOTEPSITh KaMeHb, TeM OoJiee MO3BOIUTh YUTH C HUM MOIoyMHOMY Besuty, KoToporo HUKOria He Cuu-
TaJI IOCTOMHBIM TPOTUBHUKOM. — UTO-TO YKOJI0J10 ero noj nanuympeM. OH MaIiHaIBHO MOJAHEC PYKY
Y TOJILKO TOTJA IMOHSUI, YTO 3TO KameHb! Ero kamenn! Kamens ozeit co 3Be3n! OH mpoOyauics
u 3ammiaer ero! Bor Tenepp norosopum no-uHomy! KHsI3b Halyman Kpuctayul, cKajl B JIATOHH
Y BBIOPOCHII PYKy C HUM B CTOpoHY Bena. Yiaap okaszasicsi HEOKUIQHHBIM [Tl TPOTUBHMKA, OH OTJIe-
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TeJI K CKaJlaM, YAapuJjIcsi CIIIHOM, HO CBOM KaMeHb He BRIPOHWJI, 1 MOHC YBH/IEJ, KaKk OTHEHHAsI BOJTHA
OT ero KaMHs1 He jionuia 10 besta, oTropoauBIIerocst HEBUAUMOM Mperpajion:

— MoHc, He aenait 3Toro! — McmyraHHO MpoKpuvas bet okpoBaBieHHBIM pToM. — MbI 00a
noruOHeM, ¥ Moryoum mup!

KHs13b TpOHYIT KOHS 1 HampaBuJI ero K besry:

— Tebe nyurie oTnaTh KaMeHb, OH HE HYXeH, TakuM Kak Tol! OH He ciymaet 1e0s1, bemut! To
HE OCTAHOBUIIIb TIPUILENBIEB O 3Be3/! DTO Mory aenath Toibko 51! Y ruian Cozparesisi BOIJIOTUTD
B JKU3Hb MOTY JIWIIb sI! — KHsA3b ObLT OlbsiHEH cBoe cuyoi! Ceituac y Hero He ObLIIO CONIEPHUKOB,
OH ObLT cuiibHee Beex! Y oH onsTh Mor Bce!

— He penaii atoro, MoHc, Thl He moHMMaenb! Bee He Tak, Kak Thl peICTaBIIsIeIh! — MOBTOPUI
Benn tuie v 3aKanuisics: KpoOBBIO.

— Otnait KaMeHb! — KHS310 CTaJI0 CMEIIHO, BCE OKAa3aJI0Ch 3HAYUTEIILHO ITPOILIE, YEM OH TyMaJl.

— MoHC, OCTaHOBWHCb, ITOKA e11le He T03AHO0! — Besst ¢ TpyaoM MOAHSUICS Ha HOTH, OTep ¢ Ty0
KpoBb. — Thl MOryOHIIL HaC, a BO3BMOXHO M Bech MUp, MoHc! Thl He MOHMMaeIb, a ...

Kus13b 60mb11e He caymait. Ero kons HaBuc Haj Besutom, OH MpoTsaHY/ I CBOOOTHYIO PYKY, IPO-
pbIYa CBUPEIO, Tepsisl TepIieHNe U BHYTPEHHE JIUKYS:

— Kamens!

WX rnasza BCTpeTUIMCh, U KHA3b TOHSUI, YTO POTUBHUK He cioMyieH! KHs3b pactepsiics, oH
He oxupgan sroro! Bemn geictButensHO xanen ero! Mckpenne xkanen! 31mo0a ygapuia B rOJIOBY,
BCKUIIEJIa HEHABUCTBIO, OH MEJIEHHO, YTOOBI IIPOTUBHUK XOPOIIIO PACCMOTPEJI, IOIHST PYKY C KaM-
HeM K Hemy. bet cnaGo mieBespHyIcs:

— TbI cam He BeJaellb, YTO TBOPHUIIIL! — €ro TyObl CKpUBIIIMCH OT Oou. — [la Oyger To, 4To
oyner! Ho momuwm, st BepHych! M Hac paccyauT Hai co3aTens! — B CIeAYIONHA MUT BCE TIPOCTPaH-
CTBO BOKPYT HUX BCITYXJIO OTHEM. . .

KHs13b MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KK €r0 MOAHSUIN U Ky/1a-TO MOHECU. BoJM He oIy1asn, TOIbKO B TOJI0Be
CTOSIJT MHOTOTOJIOCHIN IIIyM, ¥ HECTEPITUMO OOJIeNI0 ONAJEHHOE KapOoM JIMIO, HO OH Halel B cede
CUJIBI OTKPBITH IJ1a3a.

— To1 kuB, rocrionuH! — ¢ oOJeryeHMeM POU3HEC COTHUK, YBUIEB, UTO KHS3b MPHUIIIEN B ceOsl.
MoOHC OTMETHJI, YTO HECYIIIME €r0 BOMHBI ONIACIMBO OIVISIIBIBAIOTCS Ha3aa. Okuila mamMsITh, U MeJTbK-
HyJIa cMyTHasi TpeBora. CyIopoXHO CkaJjl JIaJIoHu — KaMHs He ObUto! B yxace nepHysics, MbITasCh
MOJIHSATHCS, ¥ OT OO TIOTEPSLT CO3HAHUE HAa HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I.

— Yro nmpomsonwio? ['ne kameHb 1 He3HaKOMell? — IPOU3HEC OH, IPU/IS B CO3HAHHUE, HA JIUIAX
BOMHOB BO3HMKJIO HEJJOYMEHHE, ¥ KHSI3b TIOHSI, YTO IIPOAOJIKAET TOBOPHUTH HA IPEBHEM, HE TOHST-
HOM MM s13bIKe. [IOBTOpHIT HA MECTHOM HapedrH.

— Ocrasicst B JKUBBIX TOJIBKO Thl, KHSI3b! — B TOJIOCE COTHMKA 3Bydasia UICKpeHHsisi 007b. — Bee
noru6mu! M yaponei, 1 Bce HalllM BOUHBI. AJICKUI OTOHb BCEX YHUUTOXWI!

KHs13p HE choeprkan CTOHA, I7la3a 3aBOJIOKJIA TEMHOTA, OH e[Ba He MOTepsul co3HaHue. Bce
HanpacHo! Kak oH Henoornennn bemna! OTkyna-to uzgajieka nocybliainuch BCTPEBOKEHHbBIE rooca
BOMHOB. YCWJIMEM BOJIM OH M3THAJ TEMHOTY U3 IJ1a3, OCTOPOXHO TOIIEBEJIMIICS U clena ciadyo
TMIONBITKY BCTaTh HA HOTHY, HO CHJIBI €1lle He BEPHY/IUCh K HeMy. OH 3amarascs, ero NoaxBaTHid PyKH
BOMHOB, O€PEKHO OMYCTU/IM Ha HarpeTble KamMHU. Cylis 1O COJHILY, MPOILIO COBCEM HEMHOTO Bpe-
MeHH C MOMeHTa KatacTpodbl. Bo3aMoskHO, erie He Bee nmotepssHo? OH coOpasics ¢ CulaMu, TpuKas3a
COTHHKY:

— Tomumm mopeit uckars kamenb! Ceitvac ke nonum! M He yxonuTe Jajleko OT 3TOT0 MECTa,
sI XOUY CaM BCE OCMOTPETb.

— locnonuH, 1030pbl MpPHUCIANIM TOHIIOB, — CIOJA CKauyT CTEMHSIKH, UX OYeHb MHOTO, Ham
HE yCTOATh NMPOTUB HUX ! CIIMIIIKOM Majio Hac OCTajIoCh.
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KHs13b 1oKaza sxectoM, 4to 6 ero NpurogHsuM, ¢ TPYIOM, C TIOMOIIbIO BOMHOB BCE K€ BCTA
Ha Horu. [TocTosiit HeKOoTOpOe BpeMmsi, CAeNal yCUire, OIISIHYJICS Ha3a 1 yxkacHyJIcs. [TosiBunacs eme
ofiHa yepHas 1enb! Y oH 3Hau, 4TO ee nopoauso. 3/1ech B MPOTUBOAEHCTBUM COLIACH MOLIb JBYX
HE3eMHBIX KaMHEl. Y HEero CXaJloch Cepile B HeIoOpOM MpeuyBCTBUH, U, TOHUMAs BCIO THIETHOCTb,
HO, ellle HaJesCh Ha 4Yyl0, CYHYJ PYKYy IOJ MCKOPEXEHHBIH MaHIMPh — HET, 4yAa He MPOU30IILIO,
kaMHsI He Obi10! OH He nomyunt kKameHb berta u notepsit cBoii! Ho, XxBaTasich 3a COJIOMHHKY, eI1ie
HaJesiCh Ha YTO-TO, TIPOXPHIIEIT YKACHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Nmure kamuu! Moii u yapones!

—I'ocrioauH, MBI OCMOTpEIM MECTO OMTBBI, U HAIIUIH JIAIIb MeJIKMe OCKOKK! OHM COBEPIIIEHHO
HE TMOCTPaaiy OT UcTenensiomero orasi! Bor onuH, — COTHUK MPOTSHYN PyKY, pa3kai JIaIOHb:
KHSI3b YBUJIEN HECKOJIBKO HEOOJIBIIMX OCKOJIKOB OCTABIIMXCS OT JBYX KaMHel. B3sis1 KpOXOTHBIN Kpu-
CTAJUTUK, He cziepkan OeccriibHOro croHa. COTHHMK OKasasics MpaB, 3TO ObUIM OCKOJIKHM €ro KamHs!
Hanexna pyxnyna. OH co 37100011 IIBBIPHYJI Ha 3eMJTI0 HEHYKHBIN OCKOJIOK. Bce moTtepsiHo, 3To Kara-
crpoda! B 37100e BTONTAT HE HYKHBIN KPUCTAUTUK B TPYHT. COTHUK CMaxHYJI C JJaJOHH OCTAIbHBIC,
U JIETKUI BETEPOK OTHEC UX B CTOPOHY, CIIPATAN CPEAU KAMHEH. . .

KHs13b Ti1yO0KO ommbancs, U, K COXaJeHHIO, TIOHSUT 3TO CIUIIKOM IM03/1HO. BeckoHTponbHast
cuJIa BeIpBajach Ha Boimo. [Toka oHa apemara, CripsITaBIIMCh B OCKOJIKAaX KPUCTa/UIa, HO COH 3aKaH-
YMBaJICs, M 00 3TOM He 3Hajla, HA OfIHA KMBasl AyIlla, U HE KUBAasl TOKE. ..

KHs3b HEpBHO BHIIIArMBaJI M0 TIOMEIIEHUIO. BOCIIOMMHAHKS O MPOIIIOM €ro B3BOJTHOBAJIH.
B TOT pa3 oH He moOpascs N0 KaMHs MPHIIESIbIEB CO 3Be3]l, OH OCTAJICS TaM, B HarPOMOXJICHUU
KaMeHHBIX 171610 HeOecHol ckasbl. Bo3aMokHO, OH 1 HbIHE TIokouTcs TaM. Torna Bee ucrnioptit bein,
TaK He BOBpeMs MosiBUBIIUICS. 1 eMy, u moasaM co 3Be3/1 ObLT HY)KeH TOT KaMeHb! A pa3 Tak, TO
Bem, ecnu 310 OH BepHyJics, oOsi3aTebHO HaBenaercs Tyga! EMy Toxke HykeH TOT kameHb. Tem
OoJiee UTO elle OWH, OH, OYEBUIHO, yke Nonyuwil. KHA3b B cepamax B3MaxHYI PYKOH, CTHCHYII
JaoHb B KyJak. [Ipeckazanue ux rocrofnHa, JOKTopa Benab3oMa, B OTHOIEHUU CHJTBI, YTO HAXO-
autcs B HeOecax — cOputoch!? OHa BepHyJa bemia! Bipoyem, Takyio BO3MOKHOCTh JABHO Mpe/cKa-
3aJ1 TeHUAJTbHBIN AJIXMMHK MarucTpa MoHax ['yH, TpakTar, KOTOpOro eMy ¢ OOJBIIIM TPYIOM yIaIoCh
3aMoy4YUTh. DTO CTOMJIO OOJBIINX 3aTpat, HO ero JIIoAU J00bUTA OECIIeHHBIN TPy, KOTOPBIM C yCIie-
xoMm mionb3yetcs [len. K coxanenuto, JIUIIb KOMUIO TPAKTATaA... A Yero CTOMJIO MOI00paTh COCTaB
MeTasuia TMOeIbHOTO JJTsI MarucTpa HAKOHEYHHMKA CTPeJibl, KOTOPBIN JIONroe BpeMsl He JaeT paHam
3axuBarh! ['MOeIbHOTO, BipodeM, ISl BCeX OpaTheB, U )i Hero camoro. K cyacteio, Tenepb 3Tum
CeKpeToM BJIaJieeT TOJbKO OH! KHs3b OCTAHOBUJICS Tiepe/l KAMHHOM, TIOJICHbsI TIPOTOPEN U CBETH-
JIMCh KPACHBIMH TOJIOBEIIKAMH, HO M OT HHX IO OIIyTuMoe Teruio. Crierka HaKJIOHWIICS, TIOTHeC
K YTOJIbSIM PYKH, M BMECTE C TEIUUIOM B Hero Bimiach yBepeHHOCTh. C Beiom o pasdepercs. Hopm —
BOT IJ1aBHasi onacHocTh! U oH chenaer tak, uyro HopMm HaBcerga octaHeTcs TaM, KyJa OTOIILIA €ro
nyma! Het, oH, KHS3b, TaK MPOCTO HE OTCTYMUTCS OT cBOel MeuThl. OH 3HaeT, Kak BOIUIOTUTH IJIaH
Co3zpgatesis B XU3HD!

MBpiciu BEpHYIUCH K 3a/IaHUI0, KOTOpoe OH Jai peiapoo. Her, oqua Criwiir ¢ 3TUM He cripa-
Burcs. .. He cnpaBurcs. Hano noaksmounts Bee cuitbl. U kasb, 4TO TOrAA, MOCIE YIAYHOTO MOKYIIe-
HUS HA MarucTpa He y/lajaoch HAUTH ero BepHoro Kpoma, ToT ucyes, Kak TOJIBKO MOHSUI, YTO 32 HUM
CleqAT. YK OH-TO MHOTOe MOT pacckasarh. Jla, Torja CIUIIKOM paHo OH CTaJl TPa3IHOBATh MOOETy.
Pano. [ToTepsi cTONBKO IParorieHHOro BpeMeHH. .. A KOrjJa CIIOXBAaTUIICA OKa3aJIoCh, YTO OIMO3/IaJ.
He ynanocs HaiiTi naske Mecto norpederust maructpa! U crpenok ucues 6eccrieino! JJaBHO 310 ObLIO,
HO BOT MPOIILIOE HATTOMUHAET 0 cede, na eme Kak ! KHa3b 350Kk0 NoBe ryieyaMu, MoJ0ABUHYJI KPECIo
ernie Onke K KaMuHYy, cell. [0 uI HeCKOTBKO CyXHX TIOJIeHheB Ha MEPIAIOIIUe B CyMpaKe yroJbs,
MOBOPOIIWT KAMAHHBIMHF IIWITIIAMH, U OIATH HAJOJTO 3ayMaJICs. . .

B nocnemHee BpeMs OH MOTEPsIT TEMIT, PACTEPSUICS, MPEXAe TaKOro He ciydanock. OH 3HaI
MIPUYUHY MTPOUCXOMSAIIETO C HUM, TIOHMUMAJIO M ero OKpyxeHue. [IToHMMao u HejoyMeBaJio, HUKOT/Ia
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paHee Takoro He ciry4anochk. [adw... [lepea rima3aMu BO3HUKJIO ee TIPesieCTHOE JIMIIO, OOJIbIIME Kapue
71a3a CO CMEIIMHKON B TIIyOWHE, B KOTOpbIE OH TaK JIIOOUI cMOTpeThb. Teruibie HexxHble pyKu. Msr-
Kasl ynplOKa. ['ycThie TeMHbIe BOJHHUCTBIE BOJIOCHI JIO Tuied... [lamMsTh yCIy:KJIMBO pucoBasia 00pas
MOJIONION JKEeHIIMHBI, He JIaBasi 3apyOrieBaThCsi KpoBOTOUAIel paHe. Bee B porwiom. .. ['abu Gosbiie
HET, U BIIEPBbIE 32 9TU CTOJICTUSI OH OMIyTHJI O0Nb B cepaue. Her mobumoro venoBeka, U HUKOTAA
He Oyzer. Y Hero ObUIO MHOTO XEHIIWH B €ro JIOJTo Ku3HU. Beina m 310 modoBs? [Toxamnyi, Her,
cKkopee npuBbIuKa. OH yBaXas 3TUX KEHIIUH, ObLT J00p, 3a00THIICS O HUX, HO U TOJIbKO. OHU poXkaiu
eMy AeTell U, COCTApUBIIMCh, TUXO UCUE3AJIM U3 €ro MaMsTH, U 3TOro Mupa... ['abu Oblia Ipyroil.
Jlio6umoii. CHIITKOM paHO OHA TIOKHMHYJIA €ro. . .

[Mnamsi MeTHYJIOCh M3 Odyara, OCBETWJIO HA MIHOBEHHE 3aJl, MPauyHOE JIMLO KHS35, HO TOT
HE 3aMeTHJT 3Toro. VI3 TeMHOTHI OECIIyMHO BO3HUK CITyra W TMOMPABUII MbLUIAIONINE MONEHbsI, YKPO-
THJI OTOHb, M TaK e Momda ucue3. Kussp He 3ametit U ero. OH HanpsikeHHO pasMbiuisit. C Tpy-
JOM TIOTacHJI MaMsTh, CIPATA MbIC/U O [abu. .. Tskkre BOCHOMHUHAHUS OMATh COUJIM €ro C TeMIIa,
HO BpeMs He xzet! Hano neiictBoBath HemenieHHO! CIIMIIIKOM CTpaHHbIe COOBITHS HavYaId MPOUC-
XOAUTH BOKPYT. Y CIMIIIKOM YacTO YbKM-TO AEHCTBHS CTAJIM MEIIATh BOILIOIIEHHIO €T 3aMbICIIOB. BoTt
U B TOCNIeHEM ciydae... He MCKITIIoueHO, YTO KaKue-TO CHJIbI CAaMOCTOSITENTBHO BEIYT MOUCK ITHUX
apTeakToB B COOCTBEHHBIX MHTEpECax, He 3Hasi O HEM, KHs3€, HO He MCKJIOUYEHO, U 3TO ObLIO Obl
HAMXY/IIIMM BapUAHTOM, YTO KTO-TO CIIEIIUT ONIePEeIUTh, 3Has1, U1 Yer0 OHU HYKHBI UMEHHO €My ...

KHs13b NOKMHYJ 3aJ1 O yTPO, KO/, OT/AAB MOC/IEAHee TeIUI0, OYEPHENIN YIojibsi B KAMUHE,
a y3KHe OKOIIIKH-OOWHUIIBI OCBETHIIUCH MYTHBIM CBETOM.

He BbicnaBiumiicsi, yTOMJIEHHBI, HO HECKOJIBKO YCIIOKOEHHBIN, OH HAMETHWJI TIJIaH JeUCTBUM,
1 Teriepb OyJeT KeJIe3HOW PyKOH MPOBOIUTH €ro B KU3Hb, Yero Obl 3TO HU CTOWUIO. . .

Co nBOpa noHeccst APOOHBIN CTYK KOTBIT: 3aMOK MOKHU1a1 HeOombIon orpsaa Criwra. Peiiiaps
HE CTaJl HAC/IaXIaThCsl 3aCITyKEHHBIM OTABIXOM M HauyaJl MPOBOIUTH B KU3Hb IJIAH KHSI35I.
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I'naBa 4

— ... Yro uzBectHo 0 Papre, Ken! — yenoBek B cepom OajiaxoHe OTOABUHYJI JIUCT HEPOBHO OTO-
pBaHHOI Oymaru, C HApMCOBAHHBIM Ha HEM IUIaHOM pyMH 3amka Meptsbix. [lonpasun ceeuy. Ipu-
CTaJIBHO MIOCMOTpEJ B IJ1a3a U3MOXKJEHHOIO YesIoBeKa, CUAALIEro nepej Hum: — ['ie ocrayibHble? —
roJI0C 3By4asl OECCTPACTHO, HO YEJIOBEK CKAJICS, JIUIIO ellle OOJIbIIIEe MOCeperto.

— OH yuien B 3aMOK MepTBBIX, TaK Ha3bIBAIOT TO MECTO, MECTHBIE IIJIEMEHA, MACTEP, — TUXO
npousHec KeH, He cMest oTBecTU I1a3. — BOMHBI CTEMHSAKY He MO3BOJIMIIM MHE CJIeJOBaTh 34 HUM,
Y MBI IPUHSUTN O0M. §1 ouHysCs Moz yTpo, 63 JOCHeXOB, U TOHSLI, YTO OHU MTPUHSUTM MEHsI 32 MepT-
BOT'0, — OH 3aKalUIsJICs, Ha Ty0ax BHICTyNMIIA po30Bas ieHa. ToT, KOro OH Ha3BaJl MacTepoM, TMOJIO-
JBUHYJI €My KyBLIMH C BOJOH U IepeBAHHYIO KPYXKKY. KeH TopoIMBo HaJlwil M aaHO BBIIWJI, ITPO-
JOJIKAJI, TOCTaBUB KPYKKY: — OHM BBICTaBWJIY ITIOCTBI BOKPYT 3aMKa, M1 MHE ITPULLUIOCH ITOJI3TH, TIOKA
Pa3BaJIMHBI HE CKPBUIMCH U3 BUay. I1oTOM 111es1 HeCKOIbKO THel 1o crenu. Myuniia kaxia, moTepsii
co3Hanue. O4HyJICA B TOBO3KE TOPrOBOrO KapaBaHa, K CYACThIO OH LIEJI B HAIlIM Kpas. ..

— UYro T UM cKazan? — nepedusT MacTep, rojioc ero 3Bydall CIIOKOHHO, HO 3TO He O0OHA/IEKHIIIO
BOMHA.

— CkazaJ, 4TO OXpaHsI TOProBelv KapasaH, uaymui B Cronuiy. Ha Hac Hanam rpearopHsie
Pa300HUKY, U sI, PAHEHBIN ObLT UMM CXBa4eH, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JTHEeH Oexal. ..

— Slcno, — mactep 3anymaiics, a KeH, ObiBIIMiA BOMH oTpsAaa Papra, cray oXUIaTh pelieHus
cBoelt cyabObl. OH 3HaJI, 4eM 3TO 0OBIYHO KOHYasIoch. Ero *u3Hp OblIa B pyKax rocrofuHa, KOTo-
pOMY, OH JaJl KJISITBY BEPHOCTH M O€30rOBOPOYHO MOBUHOBAJICS MHOrMe rojipl. KeH nonumait, 4yro
KPYIIHO IPOBUHUJICSA, MOTEPSIB U3 BUIY KOMAHAMPA, U HE BBIIIOJHUB 3aaHKs. Takoro He JIOIKHO
ObITb. 1 BOT Temneps perasiach ero cyapoa, a BepHee xu3Hb. Ho on ommbanca. Macrep Car peran
CyabOy He CHIALIEro Mepej HUM areHTa, HeT. OH NbITaJICS MOHATb, YTO K€ MPOU3OLIO C OTPSIOM
dapra. Buto sicHO, YTO OH MOrMO MO MeYaMM MPOTUBHMKA, HO ObLIA JIM 3TO CIydaiHOCTh? Bos-
MOXHO. B Tex 3emisix He pa3 OeccieqHo MUcue3any Lesible apMHUM, He TO, YTO MaJIeHbKHE OTPSIIb,
HO ceifuac ObUT 0COOBIN CITy4yail, 1 OH He MOT OCTaBaThCsl B OOJIACTH JIOTA/I0K U MpeAronoxeHnid. OH
JOJDKEH 3HATh TOYHO, YTO MPOU301LIO B 3aMKe MepTBbIx. M 4to 310 32 3aMOK? OH yiKe peAlpuHSII
HEKOTOpbIE Mephl U cefuac kJaJl JOHECEHHe Jla3yTUMKa.

B nBepb THXO NOCTYYaIl, IPOCYHYJIAch FOJI0BAa OXPAHHUKA:

— Macrep Car, KakOi-TO YEJIOBEK CIIPAIIMBAET JO3BOJIEHUA BCTPETUTHCS C BamHu !

— Ortapixaii, KeH, u neunich, THI CKOPO MOHATOOMIILCS! — OTIYCTHII areHTa MacTep M JKeCTOM
T0/103BaJI OXPaHHUKA: — YTO elle cka3ajl 3TOT YeJIoBeK?

— Bort! — mpoTsHy:1 OXpaHHKUK HEB3pavuHOE KOJIBIO U3 CBETJIOr0, HEOOBIYAITHO JIETKOr0 METaIla.

Macrep, eBa B3IJISIHYB, IPUKA3ajl, U B €10 IOJ0Ce CIIBILIAIOCh HETepIeHHe:

— [poryctr, HO Tak, YTOOBI €r0 HUKTO HE BUJIEN, U YTOOBI HaM He Melaju!

— Jla, Mactep! — OXpaHHMK HCUe3 32 JIBEPBIO.

— ... B cenenue otps, nocianHbIi B oroxio 3a @aprom BepHysics 6e3 KaMHs1, U 6€3 BOGHHOTO
BOk/. OH U ellle YeTBEpO BOMHOB, YTO CITyCTWIMCh B IMIOI3EMEILE, HE BEPHYJIUCH OoTTyaa. 1 eme, —
JIA3yTYMK TIOHU3HII TOJIOC, — TaM, B ITPEArOpbe, MOM JIIOIM OOHAPY KM, YTO HE TOJIHKO OHU COOMPAIOT
cBefieHus o Papre ¥ MHTEpeCy0TCs KAMHEM, HO U ellle KTO-TO.

— Kro!? Thi BhisicHi!? — OpOBU MacTepa MpavHO CONUIMCH Ha iepeHocwuie. Ero xymmme ona-
CEeHMs NOATBEepKaIncCh. — Bac 3aMeTnin? — OH OTOABHUHYJ B CTOPOHY PUCYHOK, C/EJIAHHBIH JIa3yT-
YHUKOM.

Tot ropmo ynbIOHYINCS:

— Her, macrtep, Hac He 3aMeTWIM, IO KpaiHel Mepe, Te, O KOTOpbIX f paccKas3all, — Hayal
OTBET CO BTOPOI'o BOIpOCa Ja3yTYuK. — A coOupanu ceeaeHus o Papre u kamHe Jiioau KHA3s Kaca!

28



H. A. UanoB. «Jlunusg Ha crekie. Cepa 2»

I'maBHbI y HUX pbitaps Conwir! Mowu jmony npociaeauin 3a phillapeM, U OKa3ajoch, YTO OH UMEI
BCTpeuy C KeM-TO B OOJIOTHOM 3aMKe.

— B 6ooTHOM 3amMKe? — He CKpbUT TpeBoxkHOrO yausieHus Car. — C kem!? C kas3em!?

— DTOro yCTaHOBUTH HE YAAJIOCh, MMOAXO/bI K 3aMKY CJIOKHBI, MECTHOCTb O€3JTI0/IHaSl, HO YTPOM
phILIaph CIIEIHO OTOBUT. MoM JII0AM MPOIOIKAIOT HAOMIOAATh 32 HUM, — IPUHSIICS OTPaBIbIBATHCS
Ja3yTUUK.

— Xopormo. [Tpomormkaii HabMoaATh 32 3aMKOM U phitiapeM, — nepeomi Car, — Ho noucku @apra
MPOJIOJIKAM, HEOOXOAUMO BBISICHUTB, UTO C HUM CITyYWJIOCh! DTa TBOS IIaBHas 3aqava. Y y3Haid, 4to
370 3a 3aMOoK MeptBbix. o mopeit tyaa. ..

— Macrep, — 1a3yT4uK 3aMsUICS, HO MOJ, PUCTaJIbHBIM B3IUIs10M CaTa MpoIoyiKuIl, — BOMHBI
MIPEATrOPHOTO IJIEMEHU, BEPHYBIIMECS U3 OKPECTHOCTEN 3aMKa MepTBbIX, Te, KOTOpbIE HE IEPECEKIIN
rOeSTbHOM TPaHMIIBI, YTBEPKIAIOT, YTO y 3aMKa BUIEH YesloBeKa B YepHOM. 3a HUM TOTHAJIUCH,
HO OH TIepeceK TMOeIbHYI0 YepTy U 3atepsiics B pyuHax ! Bosnbine ero He Buaenu! [TpeanonoxurebHo
3TO MPOU3OILIO 3[1ECh, — OH TKHYJI NaJIbLIEM B PUCYHOK, BBIIIONIHEHHBI KeHoMm. A uepe3 HekoTopoe
BpeMs HaJl 3TUM MECTOM TMOSIBUJIOCH O0JIaKo. . .

— Kakoe o6nako?

— Hy, BHe3ammHO BO3/1yX HaJjl 3aMKOM KaK Obl CI'YCTUJICSI M TIOTEMHE, HO 3TO JUIAJIOCh HE AOJITO,
MIOTOM BCE CTaJIO KaK MPEXIE.

— N 4yt0?

— 310 Bce, mactep. [ToroM BOMHBI OTpsijia K AU ellle CYTKU, BOSHHBIN BOXK/b U YETBEPO BOU-
HOB HE BEPHYJIMCb U3 3aMKa, U OHU BEPHYJHUCh B CEJIEHUE, HO STUM YEJIOBEKOM B UYEPHOM, OYEHb
unTepecyercs Criwir, psiapb kHA3s Kaca.

Car, nomMopiuJics, ycibllllaB BTOPOil pa3, YIIOMUHAHUE O KHs3€, HEKOTOPOE BPEMsl Pa3MBblII-
JISUL, TSI Ha c1a0oe T1amMsl CBEYH.

— JleficTByii TaK, YTOOBI TeOsI 3HAJIO, KAK MOKHO MEHBIIIE JIIOfIeH, a MeHsI JOJIKEH 3HATh TOJIBKO
TBI OJIVH, TIOHsT!? — B TOJI0CE CJIBIIIAIMCH U TPEBOTa, U yrpo3a.

JlazyTuuk B3su1 npoTssHyToe CatoM KOJIbIIO, MOTYa KMBHYJ TOJOBOM M OECIIYMHO CKPBUICS
3a ABepblo. Mactep ocrajics oguH. 3HAYWT Bce ke KHsa3b MoHc. Cary He Hajio ObUIO KOIaThCs
B MaMsITU WM Oymarax, OCTaBJI€HHBIX MY B TSDKKOE HACIIE/ICTBO OT €ro OTIia, a OTILy MepelIeanmx
OT Jlefia, a TOMY OT ero Jieia, KoToporo 38aiu Kpomom, 1 OblsT OH KOMaHAMPOM JIMYHOM rBapIvy Marv-
crpa Hopma, npenatenbcky cpa)xeHHOro 3aroBOpeHHOH cTpesio. U Teneps TSKKUM rpy3 BOCKpelile-
HUSI MarucTpa Jier Ha ero ruieud. Ho rae-to oH caenan ommOKy, eciy 3aBO3WIICS KHsI3b, KOTOPOTO
Teriepb 3HAIOT, Kak KHs3s1 Kaca, a panblie oH 3Basicst KHs3eM BapOoMm — opranuszatopoM yOuiicTBa
Marucrpa, (Tak, o KpaiHei Mepe, YTBep:KIaJl ero Jie/l, a eMy MOXHO ObUIO BEPUTH). A B COBCEM YK
ApeBHUE BpeMeHa OH ObUT KHs13eM MoHcoM. O0 3ToM /103HAICS ellie Jefl, @ MHOTHE JIeTaJId He OIUH
JECATOK JIET YTOUHSIT OTell. YTOUHSUI THXO M He3aMEeTHO, YTOObl He 0OpaTuTh Ha ceO0s BHUMAaHUS
6e3xanoctHoro Bpara. Cary crajo XOJIOAHO, TIO CIIMHE MPOIIes 03HOO, OH CJMIIKOM XOPOIIO MOHH-
MaJl, B KaKylo OMacHYIO CTaJMIO repenuia 3ta urpa. M xopouio, eciny KH3b BeJIeT IOMCKU B CIIENYIO,
HO OIHa HUTOYKA €CThb, U 3TOW HUTOUKOM siByisieTcst Papr. [Ipsmoii csizu Papra u ero, Cara, macrepa
TallHOTO OpfieHa, HeT. Ha 3ToT cyeT OH noAcTpaxoBajics, CO3/1aB MHOTOCTYIIEHYATYI0 CUCTEMY CBSI3H,
Taky1o, 4yto dapr 1 He 3HaJ, Yeil, Ha cCaMOM JieJie, IPUKa3 [OC/al €ro OTPsiL B JAJIEKYIO CTPaHy 3a KaM-
HEM. A CKOJIBKO JIET TIPUIIUIOCH ITOTPATUTh, YTOOBI BHIUTH HA 3TOT KameHb! HezameTHo oTcinenuthb
ero cyabOy B JaJIEKOM IPOIIJIOM, U TIPA 3TOM HUKOTO HE HACTOPOXUTh, U HE AaTh MOHATH, YTO 3TO
MMeHHO TOT KameHb! [1paBia u ceiiuac HeT yBepeHHOCTH, uTo dapr Harles To, 4To Hy)KHO, — KaMeHb,
KOTOPBII MOXeET MpoOynuTh MarucTpa! Haten u icues BMecTe ¢ KaMHEM. .. DTO TaK, HO Ternepb JIOAH
Kaca moryt yxBatutbcs 3a dapra v npoiTuch 1O BCEHl LIEMOYKE, a OHA, XOTb U HE CKOPO, MOXET
npuBe3Ty K Hemy, Cary. U torga karactpoda! [Ipotus Kaca emy He ycTosTh, €civ Bce, UTO OH 3HAeT
0 HeM M3 3aruceil npeakoB npaea! M KTo 3TOT yenoBek B uepHOM? JIefCTBUTETHHO JIM OH ObLT?
Uro on uckan B [MogzemHom ropone? Yro 3a o6nako BO3HUKJIO Haj pynHamu 3amka? Kymga ucues

29



H. A. UanoB. «Jlunusg Ha crekie. Cepa 2»

®apr? Yto crano ¢ KaMHeM, KOTOpbIid MOT Obl BepHYTh Maructpa? Kpyrom omnu taiiHbl. Car Tsokesno
B3JI0XHYJI, 3aKET HOBYIO CBEUY M CKJIOHWJICS HaJl PUCYHKOM JIa3yTUMKA. ..

Jla3yTumK BBICKOJIB3HYJI U3 HEB3PAYHOIO CTPOEHUS, /1€ OCTAJICS] MAacTep, U TIIATEJILHO IPOBE-
PASICh, HET JIN CJICKKU, HAITPABWJICS K TOPTOBOM TUIOIIAAM, TJIE €r0 k/1aJ1 OJUMH U3 MHOTOUUC/IEHHBIX
areHToB C JoHeceHueM. U TyT oH mouyBcTBOBaJ TpeBory. Het, He onmacHOCTb, ee ToKa He ObLIo, HO TO,
YTO 32 HUM HaOJIOAIOT, OH TMOHSLI, KOTJa 3aMeTHII, 4TO KyJaa Obl HU CJIeIOBaN, 32 HAM IO IsTaM
111eJ1 O/IVH U TOT e YesIoBeK. Bechbma HelprMeTHBIN BHEIITHE, BITOJTHE OOBIYHBIN OOBIBATEIh CPETHETO
nocrarka. JlazyTuuk He pactepsiics, B TEYEHHE Yaca OH TacKaj corisiaras 3a COOOM, He IMBITAsCh
YWTH OT HETO, U He JaBasl MOHSTh, YTO TOT OOHapykeH. BecTpeua ¢ areHTOM copBasiack, U Teriepb OH
XOTeJI BBISICHUTD, [IJ151 KOTO K€ MPEJCTaBIIsSIeT MHTEPEC €ro MEPCOHa.

JlazyTuMk CBEpHYJ B Y3KYI0 YJIOUKY M IMOMAJ B TOJIY U3PSIHO BHIMUBIIMX MO KAaKOMY-TO
MOBOJly PEMECJICHHUKOB, BBIILIEANIMX U3 XapuyeBHU. [ pOMKO roroua, OHu HaMEpEeHHO TOJIKaJIU CIy-
YaiiHOTO TPOXOXKEro TOMABIIEro B UX KOMITAHUIO, JIeJaii OOMIHbIe 3aMEYaHHs B €ro aapec, siBHO
MIPOBOIMPYS Ha IpaKy. JIa3yTunKy ObLJIO HE 0 3TOT0, OH TOPOITUIICS, MY HaJJ0 OTOPBAThCS OT HAOIO-
JEHWs1, a He 3aTeBaTh CCOPY C MbSHbBIMU peMecaeHHUKamMu. OKpyXeHHBbI UMHU CO BCEX CTOPOH, OH
HEBOJILHO OKa3aJICsl OTCEUEHHBIM OT HaOJofiaTesist. BICTPO OLEHMIT IPeIoCTaBIeHHBIN eMy IIaHC, —
BpsIIl JIM HaIesicsi Obl JOOPOBOJIE] MOKEIaBIINIA BIe3Th B TOJITY arpECCMBHO HACTPOSHHBIX peMec-
JICHHUKOB, CJIABAIIUXCS CBOMMU JPAYIUBBIMU TPATUIMUAMU. JIa3yTUMK OTJIMYHO 3HAJI STOT PaioH
ropoja 1 ycTpeMuics Ha mpopbiB. OH JIOBKO YKJIOHWJICS] OT OYEPEIHOTO TOTYKA, YMEJIO BheXall B UblO-
TO KPacHYI0 (PM3MOHOMMIO KYJIAKOM, OCBOOOK/1asl IyTh, M BOEXkaJ B IOMEIIeHNe XapYeBHH. 3a CITH-
HOW MOCJTBIIIAJICS HEIOBOJIBHBIN PEB 1 3ar03/1ajbli TormoT. He oOpaiias BHUMaHMsI Ha BO3MYIIIEHHbIS
BO3IJIACHl XO35IMHA, TIEPECeK 3aJ1, U BHIOSKAT Yepe3 YepHbIi X0 Bo ABOP. OH MpeKpacHO 3HaJ 3TOT
KBapTaJl U 3HAI KyAa Oekarh. YCHENIHO MPeoosest MaTKUii 3a00p M MPBITHYJ B KOJISICKY PEMITIO-
1Iero Kyvepa:

— BricTpo Ha TOproByio momak, — npukasan od. Kyuep npooynuics. Koco B3risiHyn Ha K-
€HTa U, He 3aJaBasi BOIIPOCOB, B3MaxHYJI KHyTOM. XJIMIIKOE C BUAY COOPYKE€HHE MEJICHHO 3aIPOMBI-
xano no Opycuarke. [Ipexae yeM OHU CKPBUIHCH 3a MOBOPOTOM JIA3YTUMK OIJISTHYJICS, — COTJIsiAaTast
Hurae He 6pu10. OH oTopBasics. He nosiBunuck u pemecneHHuKy. Ho 310 Oblta JIMIIIb MOJIOBUHA MTPO-
O11embl, Terepb HEOOXOAMMO BBISICHUTD, KTO K€ 32 HUM CJIE/IUT.

Benn pazapakeHHO MepuJ IaraMyd MpavHoe TOMeIIeHHe ¢ HU3KUM CBOAYATBIM TOTOJIKOM.
Bb1J10 BJ12XKHO ¥ IPOXJIATHO, HO €70 3TO MaJI0 MHTEPECOBAJIO, @ TOYHEE OH MPOCTO 3TOTO He 3aMeyval.
Emy HyxeH kameHs! Teniepb OH 3HaJ1 TOUHO, YTO KameHb ecTh! KameHs Jtioziei co 3Be311, a He KaKO-To
camofie, TOTyYeHHBIN KOrJa-TO B AIXUMUYIECKOU JJAOOpATOPUH, U YKPAIIAIOIIUI ceiiyac ero xe3Jl.
VIMeHHO TOT, ¢ IOMOIIIBI0 KOTOPOTO OH MOJYYUT HEOrpaHMYEHHYIO BiacTh! O0s3aTebHO MOMYqHUT!
W oH ObUT BCEro JMIIb B IIare OT STOr0 KaMHS1, TPUHECEHHOTO JIIOAbMHU CO 3Be3]1 B Hauate X snoxu.
Kt0 Mor npeamnonarars, YTo OH MPOOYAUT APEBHUE CUIIBI, IPEMJTIOIINE B YEPHOM KEPTBEHHOM KaMHe
C BBICEYCHHBIMH 3araIouHbiMu pyHamu! Ero ornepeniim Bcero Ha HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHHIA! Xopoltio,
YTO YIIeJIeJ ero MOCIeAHUI U3 IBYX, KOTJa-TO PUHAIJICKABIINX €My KaMHE!, OTyYeHHBIX aIXUMU-
KaMU B He3anaMsTHbIe BpeMeHa. KOHeuHO, OHM He CTOJb MOTYIIIECTBEHHBI, KAK KaMHH TPHUILEIIBIEB.
CBoi1 camblil MOILIHBII, [TOYTU HACTOSALIMI KaMeHb MPUILESIbLIEB OH MOTEPsUl B CThIuKe ¢ MoHCOM
y HeGecHoti ckasbl. BocnomuHaHue o TOi BCTpeue prBesio bea B 6eleHCTBO: ero JIUIO Mooesieso,
ryObl CKpUBUJIMCH B 37100HOM ycMelnke. Her, oH HUKOra He 3a0yeT BUHOBHHUKA €TI0 UCUE3HOBEHUSI
13 3TOro Mupa Ha jgosrue rogsl. Hukorna! Ho npaBna Boctop:xkecTBoBajia, 1 oH BepHysics. Ho yero
910 emy ctomwio! OH He 3a0yJeT U He MPOCTUT TOW OOJU, TOTO yKaca, KOTOPBIN MEPekKIT MPU BO3-
BpAIllEHNHU B 3TOT MUP; KOTJIa BHOBb CTAJI OIIYIIaTh ce0s1, TOYyBCTBOBAB MOSBIISIONIEECs (PHU3HMUECKOe
TeJI0, MEJJICHHOE BO3BpAIlleHHe CIIyXa, 3pEHUsI. .. U HEBBIHOCUMAsI O0Jb. YiKac OKMIAHUs, YTO BCE
MIPEpBETCS U OH BHOBb PACTBOPUTCS B HEObITHE. .. HeT, oH HUKOrja He POCTHT KHsI3sl. .. Ho uTo ke

30



H. A. UanoB. «Jlunusg Ha crekie. Cepa 2»

nipuBeJio U ero k HeGecHoii ckane? Hamex/ia 3aBiaeTs eie oHuM KaMHeM mputiesnbiieB? Ho kamHs
Tam Het! Tam TauTcsl 4TO-TO UHOE, — CTPAIITHOE, YYKJ0€ 3TOMy MUpPY. BoT Tosibko MoHC nomeran
CBOMM TIOSIBJICHUEM y3HATh, UTO ke TaM. .. XOPOIIIO, YTO KHSI3b YBEPOBAJI B THOEIh KaMHel 1 OOJIbITe
HE TIOSABJISICS y cKautbl. Tak, 4to He Bce motepsiHo. OH MOXKET OYeHb HEMPUATHO YAWBHUTHL MoHCA.
7Kasb, 4To MacTepcTBO BhIPAIMBAHUS KAMHE CHIIBI YTEPSHO B BeKaxX. Y HEro ocraBajiach Imocye-
HsS HAJIeKIa. . .

PasmepenHoe nBmkeHre HeMHOro ycrokowno Bemna. OH ocTaHOBWIICA, TTOCMOTpEN Ha KOII-
TSIIANA OrOHb CBETWJIbHUKA. VI3 KyBIIMHA JOJIWI Macia, IIaMsi OKperwio, MoTsAHYJIoCch BBepx. CBer
npuHec yBepeHHOCTh bemny. On noyner kamens npuiesnsieB! On Oyaer ero! C 3Toii 3aauei oH
cripaButhesi! Haiiner ®@apra! Hukyna Tot He ckpoetcsi! Ho mist koro ®apr mbiTancst 1oObITh KaMeHb
Biactu? He s ce6s xe!? D1o craio sicHo Bemty cpasy ke, Kak TOJIBKO OH YBUET HEYMeJbie JIeH-
crBus denoBeka. U crpax! Crpax mepen kamHem! Her, He 1y1s ce0s1 OH CMepTEIbHO PUCKOBAJT JKU3-
HBI0! 32 HUIM KTO-TO CTOMT, ¥ 3TOT KTO-TO UCTIONB30BaJ Papra, He 00bICHUB KOHEYHOM 11e/T1 33JaHM 1.
BoT 3TO ¥ HYXHO BBISICHUTBH KaKk MOXHO CKopee! BO3MOKHO, yIacTcst BBIMTH Ha YesloBeKa, 3HAIOIIETO
MECTO 3aXOPOHEHMSI Maructpa. BoT KTO JelCTBUTENbHO OMacHblil NMpoTuBHUK! bbut... XoTs, eciu
BEpUTh TIPOPOUECTBY... BepuTth He xoTesock. Jla, Korga-to OHM ObUIM JOBOJIBHO JPYXKHBI, HO TIOCTIEe
BosBpaiienuss OTTY A, o, Besut, moHs1, 4TO JIUIIIb eMy MpeHaYePTaHO BHITIOJTHUTD BEJTMKYIO MUC-
cuio! U on BemoHUT ee! He 3pst ke BepHyJICS OTTyaa 0e3 TOCTOPOHHEH MOMOIIY, YCIIeB 3aXaTh
B JIAJIOHU CJTy4YailHO COXPaHMUBLIMIACS KAJIKUI OCKOJIOK CBOETO KaMHS. A MarucTp /10 CUX MOp TaM. ..
712, OH BBITIOJIHUT BEJIUKYIO MUCCHIO, HO ISl 3TOTO HAJIO 3aBJIaIeTh KAMHSIMM KHsI1351 MOHCa, U TOT/Ia
ero MOTYIIECTBO CTaHeT HeorpaHuveHHbIM! Torma, y ckaji, oH MpOSBUJI HEHYKHOE OJaropojCcTBo,
HAJIESICh, YTO Wl KHS3b OTBETUT TEM ke, U Omuocs. JIMIb B MOCASTHIIA MUT, OH OCO3HAJI KOBAPCTBO
Mosuca u B otHomienuu Hopma u ero, bemia! Torna Mouca Beiganu miasa, bet 3armisiHysn B HUX
1 yKacHYJICS, MPOYMTaB cede mpuroBop. JlaBHO BEIHECEHHBI CMepTHBIH MpuroBop! U ata pacrepsH-
HOCTh cTtomna Bemuty MHOruX jiet 3a0BeHus. KHsI3b ornepeni ero Ha J0JU CeKyH/Ibl, U best nouru
Ha TpU JecATUICTHS yien B HeObiThe. [IpaBaa, B omimure or MoHca, JIMIIUBIIErOCcsl KAMHS B TOU
CXBaTKe, OH COXPAHMJI OCKOJIOK CBOero. M He TONBKO COXpaHUJI, HO U CyMeJl C €ro MOMOIIBIO Bep-
HYTBCS B 3TOT MUp. BepHysics, 400 OTOMCTUTh MOHCY M CTaTh CaMbIM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM HaCTIe -
HUKOM JoKkTOpa Benb3oma! Tenepb on He ommbercsi! Her! M kHaA3b 3HaeT 06 stom! Ilycth 3HaeT
u tpenemer! Tem cnamoctHee Oynet mectb! Ho 3to Oymer mosxke! A ceituac, npesxae Bcero, ®apr!
BepHee, kameHb, 4TO OH MOXUTUI U3 Karmia! Hamo ero, Bo 4To Obl TO HY CTAJIO HAWTH, U OTOOpATh
OecrieHHBIT KaMeHb! V1 BOT Toria OH OTBETUT, HeHaBUCTHOMY KHs3I0! JloctoiiHo otBeTuT! Ben ocra-
HoBuJIcs. [opsiuass 60Jb ckajla TOJIOBY, TPOHMKJIA BHYTPh Yepera, CTajio pBath Mo3r. OH moutu
HUYEro He BUJIEJ, €ro IaTajo, Mojl YIea y Hero u3-Toj HOT, ¥ OH yIal. ..

[Tpumen B cebs1 1 He cpa3y MOHsLI, re HaxoauTcs. [TpoIyio He MeHbIIle MHHYTHI, PEKIe YeM
OH OIIY THJI XOJIO/T KaMeHHOTO 1mojia. CBETUJIBHUK CKET MOCIeIHNE KaTlli Macyia v 1orac, Mpak mojize-
Mebs cryctiics. Crosiia TuiHa. MepTBasi, Hu4eM He Hapylaemasi TUIIMHA, TIPUTHXIIN TaXKe Be3-
JecyIye KPbIChl ¥ JIeTyure MBI, Bee skuBoe O0MTCs ero, 4yBCTBYS MOTYIIecTBO U crity! U He 6e3
OCHOBaHM 1!

OH o0sier4eHHO B3/I0XHYJI, IOHSB, YTO HAXOAUTCH Y ceOsI B 3aMKe, a He TaM, 1aJIeKo, I7Ie TIPOBET
CTOJIBKO JIeT Onarofapsi HCHaBUCTHOMY KHSI310. MeJICHHO MOTHSJICS C XOJIOAHBIX IUIUT rojia. OH
MIPOJIPOT, ¥ YTOOBI COTPEThCS 3aKYyTAJICS TUIOTHEE B USPHBIH TUIAIl. XOTeJ I03BaTh CIYTY, HO BOBpEMS
BCIIOMHUJL, YTO CaM OTOCJIaJl €r0 U3 MPAYHOI'O MOA3EMENTbs 3aMKa HaBEePX — OH JIIOOWJT Pa3MBIIILISTH
B OJJMHOYECTBE U MEPTBOU THUIIIMHE.

Bert oTKpbUT TsOKETyI0 JBEPh U, IPUTHYBIIMCH B HU3KOM ITpOeMe, BBIIIEN B rajepeo. Yactb
CBETWUJIbHUKOB TIOTacja M TaM, JIpyras IycTO KONTHJIA, YePHS HU3KHUUA CBOM, JAOKUTas MOCCIHHE
KaIUTM Macjia. 3HA4YUT, OH MPOOBUT B OOMOPOKE JOBOJBHO JOJT0. DTH OOMOPOKM M CHJIbHEHIIAs
rOJIOBHAs1 OOJIb MOCTOSIHHO TPECIeOBAIN €ro C TeX Mop, Kak eMy YIaJIoCh BBIPBATLCS U3 3a0BEHUS
Y BEPHYTHCS B 3TOT MHUP.
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Ben KpuKHYN XpUILIBIM TOJI0COM B TEMHOTY:

— I'an! — u3 TeMHOTHI BBIIIBUIA KPYIHas pUrypa Kakoro-To cyiiecrsa. Bmecre ¢ cyiiectBom
MIpULIES JIEISTHOM XOJIOf, M 3arax TiIeHa, HO besla 3To HUCKOIBKO He cMyTuilo. — Tertoro BuHa,
Msica 1 xseba! 1 OpicTpee! — mpukasan oH, He TePIISIIIM BO3paskeHus, ronocoM. [Ipodypyas uto-
TO HE WIeHOpa3/elbHOe, (pUurypa MemJIeHHO YIOI3/a BO Mpak, YHOCS C COOOM M XOJOI M CMpaj.
XJIOTMHYJ1a ABEPb M HACTYMHJIA TUIIIMHA.

Benn BepHyscs B KeNblo, TONWI B CBETWJIBHUKM Macia M 3aker. YToObl corperbest Mpoaoi-
KWJT MEPUTB IIaraMu TMOMeIleHNe, MBICJIEHHO Hamevas 11aH Jneiictuil. [lepoe: Hamo Havitn Papra
1 0TOOpaTh y HEro KaMeHb, BTOpOe, — y3HaTh, KTO ctouT 3a Paprom. Best mor y3Hath, uto conep-
*uT rosioa dapra, ele B oa3eMelibe, HO KaMeHb CBOEH aypoid HaJIe)KHO 3alllUTHII CJTyYaitHOTO BJla-
Aenblia ¥ He Aaj atoro caenars. Her, ®apra Hafo BepHYTh U yOpaTh, CIIUIIKOM OH OBICTPO HaOUpaeT
Moriib. Elrie He co3HaBasi CBOMX BO3MOKHOCTEW M CHJIbI, OH HHTYUTUBHO CyMeJ MPOOYIUTh KaMEHb,
Y CIIACTHCh, Y/ HA BpeMs B MHOW Mup. Cy/s MO ero NpbHITKOCTA: KaMeHb, OH He TIOTepsil, 3HAUMT,
ckopo BepHercst! OH xe, Ben, BepHYyJIcs, UMest BCEro JIMIIb 0CKOJIOK ! BepHysics, 4To0b OTOMCTUTD
Momcy! U Tak OTOMCTUTB, UTO 3eMJIsI COIPOTHETCs OT yxkaca! B aBeps poOko mocrydanu, u Best
B3JPOTHYJI, OT HEOKUJIAHHOCTH.

— locnonyH, Bamn yuH! — IBEph 3acCKpeskeTana PKaBbIMU METISIMUA, U B TIOMEIIEHHE BOIIIEN
cayra. BeicTaBrI Ha CTOJT HECKOJIBKO MUCOK, KYBIIIMH BUHA, M TOPOILIMBO MOKHMHYI NomereHne. OH
XOPOIIIO 3HAT XO35IMHA M MOT JTOBOJILHO TOYHO TMpecKa3aTh, YeM KOHUUTCS CETONHSIIHUI Bevep,
Ho ["an omm6Gest. He ycren oH OTORTH OT IBEpU Ha AOCTATOYHOE, YTOOBI HE YCIIBIIIATh TOIOC X03MHA
paccTosiHUe, KakK [0 HErO IOHECCS pa3ApakeHHbI HETEPIEIUBbIA KPUK:

— I'ant! — mpunutocs Bo3BpaIarkCes, Apoxa OT CTpaxa, MPUOTKPBUT ABEPb, YCIIBIIIA BU3TTIMBbINA
royioc xo3siuHa: — Yoepu yxuH! [Ipurotos ¢akensl u nozosu [eiipa ¢ Jlymom! Ilycth 3axBarsr
apOaeThl co cTpenamu!

Ian 3amposkal, 3ajjeaeHeBIIe B MUT TYObI C TPYJIOM pa3KasliCh, YTO Obl €JBa CIIBIIITHO MPOU3-
HECTH:

— Te, cTpenbl, X03511H?

— Te! JKuBoTHoe! — BBIKpUKHYJI HETepHeanBO best Bech 3aXBaueHHbIN CBOE niaeen. — 1, uto
He sicHO cka3au? U 6ombine crpen! M3 nomzemenbst mycTh npuBeyT asoux! Het Tpoux! CeromHst Mol
Oymem MHoro padorats, ['an! 4 xay ux B nemepHom 3ae! Jla TOponuchk ke, HeKUTh!

Heiip u JIyM 3akpenwiv B IpOpKaBeBIIUX JAepKaTessix ropsiue (pakesibl, Ha JpOKaIIUX HOrax
TIOJIONITN K capKodary, CTosIeMy MoYTH B IIEHTPE, OKPYIJION B TUIAHE TEIIEPHI, C TPYIOM CABUHYJIH
KaMEHHYIO IJTUTY, TIOOHSB I'ycToe 001aKo MbuTH. OTTAIMIN TSIKETYI0, UCTICHPEHHYIO TTOTYCTePTHIMU
3HaKaMH KPBIIIKY K CTEHe Telephl ¥ 3aMepiii CKOBaHHbIE JISCHSIIMM CTpaxoM. B MepTBoii TuIliHE
ObLIO CJIBIIITHO, KaK y OIHOTO M3 HUX OT CTpaxa Jis3raioT 3yObl. OHU CIUIIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAJIU, YTO
JOJDKHO ceiuac MPOU30MTH, M UCTIONHSIA TPUKa3bl XO35MHA MEXaHMYEeCKH, Oe3/yMHO, Mapain3o-
BaHHBIE yXkacoM. M3-1o HOT Jiiofiell BPacCHITHYIO, C MPOH3UTENIBHBIM MTUCKOM, OPOCHIIUCH KPBICHI,
UCITyTaHHO 3aMEeTaJIHCh JIETYYHe MBIIIH, HO CIyTH 3TOro He 3aMeTWu. J[poka oT cTpaxa, OHU clie-
IWJIH 32 ISHCTBUSIMU XO3SIMHA.

Benn memienHo mpubmmM3uics K capkodary, B TEMHOTE €ro Ija3a CBEpKHYJIM Oe3yMHBIM
OmeckoM. OH cMaxHYJI 3aKpBIBAOIIUNA OCTAaHKM WCTJCBIIWI CaBaH, CKJIOHUJICS HaJl capkodarom,
U JI0 CIIyXa ero CIIyT JIOHEecCs IIernoT KaKOro-To 3aKJIMHAHUS Ha HeM3BEeCTHOM s3bike. [locTeneHHo
IIENOT YCUJIMJICSA, CJIOBA CTAJIM 3BydYaTh IPOMYE W rpoMue, TIOKa He Mepeluid B JISACHSIINN TyIy
BorUIb. HernoyBr:kHast BHauase urypa bena crana packaunBaThesl ¢ BO3pacTaloliel aMIuIuTyI0M,
PYKH BO3HECIIUCH K CBOJLY TEIEepHl, TepstioneMycsi Bo Mpake. CIIyru He 3aMeTHJIM MITHOBEHHM I, KOT1a
B pyKe XO3sIMHA TOSIBUJICS XKe3J1 CO CBEepKaiolmM KamHeM. CBedeHue KamHs OBICTPO HapacTalio.
durypa Benna 3amepna, Kpuk odopsasics. Hactynuna gaBsmias tuimza. OTKya-To CBepXy, U3 TTy-
OVHBI TEMHOTHI B capkodar yaapui sipuaiiimi 1yd ceeta. CBeT ocBeTH1 capkodar, pa3aBrUHYI Mpo-
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CTPAHCTBO, M OHU YBHJEIH TO, YTO 3aCTaBWJIO MX 3aCTHITh B KMBOTHOM ykace. JleneHsmmii yxac
napayn3oBai Boo. CKOJIBKO 3TO POAOIKAIOCh, OHU He 3HaM. JIyd, KOCHYBIIMCH YeTO-TO BHYTPH
capkodara, Kakoe-To BpeMsl KoseOaJicsl, ONMChIBasi CTpaHHbIe (PUTYpPBI B €T0 Mpejesax, MoTOM 3aMep
U Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE MEMJIEHHO yrac, 3aJIuB BCEe IIPOCTPAHCTBO cepbiM cympakoM. 3 mpaka yxaca
MX BBIpBaJI SIPOCTHBIN KpUK bea:

— WUnure ciona, kankue otpoapsi! Crpeinsl! CTpesbl MPUTOTOBBTE, €Cii He XOTHTe, 4ToOs OH
Bac coxkpaii! A OH ceituac oueHb roJIofiHbli ! — TOPKECTBOBAJ B KAKOM-TO HEYEJIOBEYECKOM IKCTa3e
Benn. Cepkaomumu 6e3ymMreM riia3aMu, OH, He OTPBIBAsICh, CMOTpPEJI BHYTPb capKodara, Tjie 4To-To
meBesioch. Kak Obl 3ammuimasich, besut mpoTsHyI pyKy ¢ %Ke37I0M, U B CBETe, UCITyCKaeMOM KaMHEM,
CIIYTH YBHUJIEJH, KaK UCCOXIIAsk KUCTh CXBATHJIACh 32 Kpall KAMEHHOTO capKodara, prhIBKOM BCKHHY-
JIOCh TO, YTO KOT/Ia-TO OBUIO TEJIOM. 3araxJio TISHOM, U IJla3aM JIoAeH MPEeICTaIn OCTAaHKU M3BECT-
HOTO pbILIapsi, TPOCIABUBIIETOCS B HEJAJIEKOM IPOILIOM, KaK CBOMMH BOGHHBIMU MOOEIaMH, TaK
JKECTOKOCTBIO ¥ KOBAPCTBOM.

Benn XMBO OTCKOYMIJI OT OXKMBIIETO MOKOMHUKA, TO-TIPEKHEMY MPHKPHIBAsCh ke3oM. Ero
I1a3a JIMXOPaJOYHO MepLalId B CBETe KaMHs, JABWKEHHUs CHETAJMCh CYJOPOKHBIMHU, PE3KHUMH.
Jloxancs, Koraa KOCTSIK TOTHOCTBIO TOAHUMETCS U3 capKodara v CIyCTUTCS Ha T0J, IIPOKPHYAJL:

— Iogumnuce mue! U g gam tede miots! Ecnu cornacen craHb Ha KoleHH! — KOCTSIK, MpU-
KPBITHIN CBUCAIONTMMHU OOPBIBKAMH OJEK[IbI 3aMep, Oe3rJIasblil uepert MOBEPHYJICS Ha 3BYK, M BAPYT
PE3BO MpPHITHYT B CTOPOHY bBesta, HO monan B 30Hy CBeTa, MAYILIETO OT JKe3Ja M yhajl K ero Horam
6eccopmeHHON Tpyaoi. Ben CKIIOHMIT jKe31 ellle HUXe U TPy, CKpesKela KOCTSIMHU 110 KaMHIO TT0J1a,
OTIOM3/1a B TEMHBIN yTOJI TEIIepPbl, 3aTansIach, Yero-To BUKUAAsA. ’Ke3J1, HanuTaHHBIN SHepruey Jyya,
TYCKJIO CBETHJICS B TEMHOTE, ¥ OT TOTO CJIyraM CTaJIo ellie CTpalHee, OHU OOsTHCh OKa3aThCs B MOJ-
HOW TEMHOTE.

— IomunHuck MHe! — popeBen noenuTeNbHO best u B3mMaxHyi1 ske3noM. Bo Beeii ero durype
OLIyIIaIach MOIIb U cuila. OrpoMHasi UCKa)kKeHHasl TeHb OT €ro (PUrypel JieTajia 1o CTeHaMm, Mosi3aia
TI0 TIOJTy, ¥ OT STOTO OH Kas3aJics ellle MorylecTBeHHee U Oe3xanocTHee. — CTaHb Ha KOJICHH, PhILaph
Kara! TomurHMCh 1 0OpeTelIb TUIOTh !

Bo TbMe, Tam, T1ie YKpBUICS MEpTBell, MOCBIIIATIOCH IIEBEJICHNE, U B KOHTYP pacIulacTaBIiie-
rocsi Ha TIOJy CBETOBOTO IISITHA JKe3J1a BIIOJI3 CTOSIIIMN Ha KOJIEHSIX KOCTSIK, €ro JIBMKEHHS CTaJIH
3aMe[JIeHHBIMH, CKOBaHHBIMU. — M tn 3a MHOI1! 1 06petemns 1m10Th! — B rosioce besa 3Bydasno sipoct-
HOE Y/IOBJIETBOPEHHE, CKPHITasi PaoCTh, HO OH HE TMOBEPHYJICS CIIMHOW K MEpTBelly, a, MPOIOIKast
AepXkKaTh €ro Ha PacCTOSHUM C TIOMOIIIBIO TIOYTH TOTACIIEro ke371a, CTaNl MATUTLCS BIIyOb IMelephl,
TyJa, T UX OKUIATH TP TUICHHUKA, IPUBEICHHBIE U3 Moj3eMenbs 3aMKa. [eiip u JIym Gosmmch
TIOIIEBEJINTHCS, B3IJITHYTh Ha BOCCTaBIIEroO M3 capkodara mepreeria. OHEeMeBIINE MabIlbl YCTATH
CKMMaThb TSUKeJble apOasieThl, OHM ObUTM Ha TpaHu Oe3yMus. 3aCKpeskeTasl OTOOBHIAeMbIid 3aCOB,
3aCKpHUIIEH MTPOPKABEBIIINE IBEPHbIE TIETIH, TPUITYIIIEHHO 3alllypIIaid KOCTH 10 KAMHIO TOJIa. . .

W3 ryOuHbl nienepbl JOHeCCsl KOPOTKHUI HeueJIOBEUYECKHU BOILIb, a CJIEJOM TPECK pa3aupae-
MOW TIJIOTH, XPYCT KOCTEH 1 IOBOJIbHOE YaBKaHBE. . .
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I'naBa 5

I'maza ocnenuna sipkast Benbllika, Uy Papra BO3HUKIIO NPUATHOE OLIYILEHUE M0JIeTa, HO 3TO
JJTUJIOCh HEJJOJITO, YTO-TO MPOU3OLIUIO, M OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO MOJIET CMEHWICS najieHreM. OH ynad,
OO0JIBHO yapuJICs OJIOBOM O KaMEHb U MOTEPsI CO3HAHUE.

®apr npuren B ceOs OT MAAAIOIIUX HA JIMLO Karesb Boabl. YyBcTBOBasI ceOsi OTBPATHTEIBHO.
Bbi10 0YeHb X0MoAHO M MoyeMy-To naxjo cepoid. C OrpoMHBIM TPYAOM, ONMPasiCh Ha CKOJb3KUIA,
OT MOKPOT'O JIMIIaHUKA BaJIyH, IOJHSUICS HA HOTU U TYT € CO CTOHOM YIaJl Ha BJIAXHBI ECOK,
OOJIBHO YIApHUIICS TUIEYOM O OyJIBDKHHK TIOMeHbIe. Bosb MpUHMU3bIBaJIA BCE TEJIO M IMOCEIMIIACh, CYs
110 BceMy Hajoro. dapr gposali, MPOMOKILIHI J1aI1l YKe He 3alMIIal OT A0/ U Pe3KUX OPhIBOB
BeTpa. OH OLIYyTWII Ha JIMLIE HAYMHAIOLIHIACS Kap TOPHOW JIMXOpaaKu. BriepBele 3a nocieHue rofpl
OH, ONbITHBIN U 3aKaJ€HHBI BOMH YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 oOpeueHHbIM. ClloMaHHasi HOra rnepevyepkHyJa
Bce Hazexpl. Hora n HensBecTHOCTh. OH J1ake He 3HaJI Ky/a [oMajl, He 3HaJl, YTO C HUM IIPOU30IILIO.
[TocnenHee, 4TO MOMHMII, — 3TO Y€JIOBEKA B YEPHOM ILIAIE U BCIBIIIKY KPACHOTO CBETa. A MOTOM
PBIBOK, OPOCHBIIHIA €r0 Ha MOKPBII BJIyH U PE3KYIO OOJIb, JIMIIKBIIYIO HA HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl CO3Ha-
HusA. C ycurem NOoBepHYJI FoJIoBY, ¢ TOCKOW MOCMOTPEJT Ha 3aTsSHYTO€E IJIOTHBIMH OOlaKkamMu HeOo.
TpyaHO OBLIO MOHSATD, YTO CEYaC: paHHee YTPO WM HaYMHAIomuiics Bedep. [1o conHIly oH XOTs Obl
NpUOJIM3UTEIBHO OIpe/ieNil Obl BpeMsl, a TaM, J0XKJABIIMCh HOYM IO 3BE3/1aM M MECTO, KyJa ero
3a0pocKiIM Yapsl 371010 KoaayHa. Ho tenepb Bce KOHUEHO, OH oOpeudeH. OT 3TOM MBICIH €My CTalo
ere xyxe. Bo pry omymiasncs HenpusTHbIN KeJe3UCThIi PUBKYC. Papr HAJ0ITro 3aKalLIsAICs, TeJO
3aTpsICIIOCh B 03HOOE, OOJIE3Hb YKe BOBCIO BJIACTBOBAJIA HAJl HUM, a 3TO KOHEI], B TAKOM COCTOSTHUU
OH OOpeyeH.

Ha kakoe-To Bpemsi OH ONSITh TOTeps1 co3HaHKe. HeObITne ocnaduio 6051k, MPUTYIUIO YyB-
CTBAa M €My CTaJlo Jydule. DTO MPOJOJIKAIOCh HEAOJIO: YCUIMBIIMICSA TOXKIb BHOBb IPUBEI €r0
B UYBCTBO, HO U3MOTaHHBII BO3BPATUBIIENCS OOJIBIO U OOJIE3HBIO, OH HE Cpa3y pacclbliajl piKaHue
JIolIazieit 1 J1ait coOak, a Koryia yCblIall, PUHSUIT 9TY 3BYKH 32 HAUMHAIOIIUIACS Opet 1 oOpagoBajics,
YTO MyY€HHs CKOpO 3akoHYarcs. OHaKO 3BYKM MPHUOIMKAINCh, OH, HAKOHEL, YCIIBIIIAI UX OYEHb
YeTKO, U JIMIIb TOT/ia, HEMMOBEPHBIM YCHJIIEM OUYKCTUB MO3T OT OOJIH, HACTOpOXMIcs. OcoOeHHO
00€eCIOKOMIIM ero COOaKH, 3TO HaroMHHaJIo oroxio. Ho 3a kem? Kto ero 3naet 3xeck? Vinm o ipocto
NOTEPsUT NaMAThb, U €ro Bce ellle MpeciefyoT? Pa3MbllIeHHs] HEMHOTO OTBJIEKJIM OT U3HYPAIOIIEH
001, U OH BCIIOMHII O I1aBHOM. CylIopoXHO pazxkai JiaJoHb. C oOnerdyeHrueM B3/I0XHYJI, Ha Hel
CBepKaJl KaMeHb. [lake motepsiB cO3HaHUE, OH MPOAOJIKal XPaHUTh CBOIO JParoleHHOCTb, CACIIYI0
ero OT 4yap 4epHoro koiayHa. CyHyJ pyKy MOJ MOKPBIH IUIalll, Hallynaja Ha TPyAr MEIIOYeK U CyHYI
B Hero OeclieHHbI KaMeHb. Ho TyT e MOHsUI, 4To ero HeoOXoauMo HajiexkHoO cripsaTars! OH He 1071
’KEeH TOMACTh B Uykue pyku. Papr TOPOIIMBO BBITALMIT KaMEHb, pa3kal JIaJOHb 1 3a0bLT 000 BceM!
Kamens «npocHyicsi»! MArkui cBeT, UCIyCKaeMblil KpUCTa/uIoM, 3aBopaxkuBai! Mim oBiazaen Boc-
Topr! M3nyuenne KaMHs BEpHYJIO TeJIO BOMHA K JKU3HU, COTPEJIO, HAIUTANIO CHJIOH, M3rHajio 6omb. OH
OIPOMETYMBO BCKOYMJI C MOKPOT'O NECKa H... TPOH3EHHBII HECTEPITUMON OOJIbI0 BCKPUKHYB, yIiall,
OIATh MOTEPsIB CO3HaHMe. KameHb BN U3 €ro JIaJoHH, 3aCBEpKaJl Ha MecKe MATKUM IUIaMEeHeM
HEOOJIBIIION pagyTH.

Bckope ero oOHapy:xui1 KOHHbIA BorH. OTorHai codak. Crienmiics, CKIOHMIICS HaJl JIEKAIIUM
YeJIOBEKOM, U YBHJEJ Ha NECKe MEpLAIOIIMI KaMeHb. . .

Ha stoT pa3 npoOyxaeHne 6bU10 HAMHOTO MpUsATHee, Papr mouTH He olIyIan O0MU B CIOMaH-

HOH Hore. Jla ¥ Jieasl OH He Ha MOKPOM I1€CKe, IOJ1 MPOJIMBHBIM XOJIOAHBIM JOXKAEM, a Ha YUCTOM
IIPOCTBIHE, YKPBITBIA TEIUIBIM ofiestsioM. OTKya-To ¢ OOKY LIUIO TEIJI0, OH IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U YBUE
CBeTsAIMeCs OarpoBBIM OTHEM YIoOJibsl IPOropeBIlero kamuHa. Ero ciierka JMxopaanio, HO OlLylie-
HUE 3/10pOBOTO Tejla HE YXOOWIO, OH BbI3/I0PABIMBAJ. Y3HaTh Obl €lle, IJJe OH HAXOOUTCS, KTO €ro
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CITacHTellb, U UTO cTaso, — ®apra 6pocuiio B kap, — ¢ kamaeM! Kamens! D1a MbICITh 3aBJiajiesia BceM
ero CyIecTBoM, oH 3a0buT 000 Bcem! Kamenn! ®apr nepHyscs TeJaoM, U KOBApHO TaWBIIAsiCS OONb
BEpHYJIach, yIapuiia B CIIMHY, OH OISITh TOTEPSIT CO3HAHUE, HO HEHAIONTO.

dapr movyyBCcTBOBAT YTO-TO XOJIOAHOE Ha JIOy, Mpoxajaa Obula MPHUATHAS, YCIOKAWBAIOIIas,
1 HOra OoJiblIle He Topesyia HeBBIHOCMMBIM OrHeM. U ele oH oIy TuII 3amax Jiekapsi.

— Bam neruye? — mpo3By4as 100pokenaTesIbHbIN TOJI0C U YeOoBEK YOpasl MPOIUTAaHHYI0 YeM-
TO caJipeTKy co Jba.

dapr nmoBepHy’1 roIoBy Ha 3BYK Trojioca, Tiepe] I71a3aMH BCe MOTUIBLI0, HO M3MaThIBaloIIas Ooib
HE BEpHYJIach, U Yepe3 CEeKyHy 3peHHe MPUIILUIO B HOPMY:

— Ha, nerue. ['ne 17 — oH pa3iMuuiI B CyMpake MOMEeNIeHUs] CUTy3T yesnoBeka. — Kto BbI? —
MIPOTOBOPUJI OH HIEPIIABBIMU OT TPOIIEAIIEro xapa ryoamu. VM3 maMsTi BCIUIBUT BOIIPOC O KaMHe,
HO Papr MoHMMaI, YTO CIpalIuBaTh ceiiuac He BpeMsi. MBICIb O KaMHEe MOOMJIM30BaJIa €ro, OH BHYT-
peHHe coOpajcs, CTajl ONsATh BOMHOM, HO M OOJIb B HOTE aKTMBU3MPOBAJIACH, YCUIIWJIA CBOM HAIOp,
Y OH He clepKasl CToHa. YeNoBeK CKJIOHWJICS HaJ JIOKEM, MOHSLI, YTO OOJIBHOTO YTO-TO TPEBOXKUT,
MIPOM3HEC YCIIOKANUBAIOIIIE:

— Bol y npy3eit, ceituac Oyzet yurie, — Papr yciplman OylIbKaHbe KUIKOCTH U Oy THII Ayp-
MaHSIIIMIA 3amnax. — Brirneiite 310 cHa100be, OHO YCTIOKOWT, a TIOKOH /151 Bac cefiuac BakxHee BCero, —
roJIoc 3By4asl BKpaI4nMBoO, y4acTimBo. Jlekapp mognec ko pry Papra yaiiky, ¥ TOT BB TYCTYIO,
CJIAJIKOBATYIO KHUIKOCTb. ..

— MOXHO HaYMHaTh, TOCMIOAMH! — MPOM3HEC BHUMATEbHO HaOmoaaBimmil 3a Paprom jekapb
1 oTolen ot nocrenau 6oabHOro. [ToBepHyIcs K cTosIemMy 3a CIMHOM denoBeky: — CripaimmBaiire,
rOCIOAVH!

MoHc ckyioHmICS Haj examuM Paprom, HEMKUM B3IISIIOM BCMATPUBAsICh B JIMIIO BOMHA:

— Kro 181!? Kak k Tebe nmomnas 3ToT KaMeHb!? — HO CHa100be JIeKaps elle He MOJTHOCTBIO MOJI-
yrHUIo cebe Papra, 1 oH He ycibiai ero. EMy He XBaTHiI0 ciit O0pOThCS € IByMsI IPOTUBHUKAMM,
TEP3AIIUMH €ro TeJo U Mo3r. OH CMOTpes B JIMIIO KHsA3s U He Bujeln ero. Ho Bot 60 HEMHOTO
OTCTYIWJIA, ¥ €T0 OlypMaHEHHbIH 3eJIbeM MO3T YCIIBIIIA BKPaIUUBbIA JIJACKOBBIN rosioc. ['onoc crpa-
MBI, ¥ OH CTaJl OTBEYATh:

— 41, ®apr! Komanaup nuyHoil reapauu koposis Pyma! — 3ayyenHo orBetun oH. OH He Jirad,
TaK, Ha caMOM JeJjie U OBLIO.

MoHC 10CaJTMBO XMBIKHYJI, IBMKEHHEM PYKH MTPUKA3aJl PUHECTH ceOe KPeciio, Cell U Ha 3TOT
pa3 3aaJ1 BONpOC MOCyIe AJIUTEbHON May3bl:

— ®apr, 4TO THI JIeSal B CTOJb OTIAJIEHHBIX OT KOpoJieBcTBa Mectax? Kro mocnan teds?

— Kopons Pym 6orieH, u [Uisi MPUTOTOBJIEHUS JIeKapcTBa HEOOXOAMM KaMeHb, KOTOPBIN, Kak
CKazaJl IPUIBOPHBIN JIEKaph, MOKHO OBUIO JOOBITH B IpeAropse. KoponeBckue acTposiory npousBeiu
pacyeThl ¥ MOATBEPIMIIN MPABUIILHOCTD JeNUCTBHS Jiekapsi. Koposb HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOCkLIa MOCOIb-
CTBa, C MPOCKOOM MPOJATh ITOT KAMEHb, HO €My OTKa3bIBaJIM, BOT TOrJja OH U OTIIPABKJI MEHsI B BaIllU
Kpasi! — ®apr nouemy-To pelIni, 9To BCe elle HaXOOUTCS B MPEAropbe.

MoHc roBepHY!I FOJIOBY, HaIlIeN IJIa3aMu JieKapsi, TOT MHOTO3HAUYMTEIbHO KUBHYJI, TOATBEP/VB
ckazanHoe Paprom, ¥ OH MPOIOIKUI JOTPOC:

— Teb6s mocnan cam Kopoib!?

Her, koponeBa! — 6maroroseiino npousHec @apr. — OHa 0ueHb MPOCHUIIA TOOBITH KAMEHB U TTPH-
ObITh B cpok! — dapr He caepkajcs: U3 ero I71a3 MOTeKJIU Cle3bl OropYeHus. — Sl He BBINOJHUI ee
MpUKa3a, ¥ Tenephb Halll KOposib MOrHOHeT!

Hacuer nocnennero yreepxaenust dapra KHs3b CUIBHO COMHEBAJICS.

— C KkeM ThI ellie pa3roBapvBall Niepeji NoxoaoM B npearopHbsie 3emiin? C keM KpoMe KOPOJIeBbI
u Jiekapsi! — MoHC HACTOPOXEHHO K JaJl.
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®dapr HEMHOrO YCIIOKOWJICS, MOMbITAJICS MPUTIOAHATHCS Ha KPOBATHU, YMOJISIIOIIE MPOTSAHYI
PYKH K COOECEIHUKY:

— Eme moxHo ycrniets, rocnionuH! Eme ecth Bpemsi! — ero rojioc apoxall, B jia3ax 3acTbLIN
cie3sl. MBICJIEHHO OH OBUI yKe He 371eCh, — OYeHb JIAJIeKO, TaM, TJe OblIa MpeKpacHask KopoJiena.

Jlekapb BUHOBATO pa3Besl pyKaMu:

— Bosbliie OH HUYEro He CMOXKET CKa3aTh KH3b, MPOCTO MaJjio 3HaeT! Ero nucnosb30Baiv B «ciie-
Iy10», FOCMIO/IUH !

KHs3b TOXE MOHST OECCMBICIIEHHOCTh TIPOJOJIKEHUE TOMPOca, HO B OTJIMYME OT JieKaps OH
VIMeJT IOHSITHU S O KOIMPOBAHMU CO3HAHUS M TIOHSLT, YTO CTOJIKHYJICSI UMEHHO € 9TUM citydaeM. OTHaKo
CBOEH JIOTaJIKOM JIEJTUThCS HE CTall, XOTS BHIBObI HAPAIIIMBAJIUCH BeChbMa MpauHble. MOHC 3HaJI, YTO
TaKOW TEXHUKOW BJIAJESU U OCTaJIbHbIe co3/laHus jokTopa Benb3zoma. besta u Mcca on uckiounn
cpazy, clieoBaTeIbHO, OCTaBAJICSI MATUCTP, HO €ro He ObLJIO B TOM MUPE MHOTHE TO/Ibl, 3HAYHUT, BCE
9TO BpeMsl TallHO AEUCTBYIOT ero nocienosarenu? Eciu, Te, kro ctouT 3a Paprom — JIoay Marucrpa,
TOT/Ia TIOHSITHO, KOMY | ISl Yero Tak HeoOXoauM KameHb! TTOHATHO, KTO 33 yMall TaKylo XUTPOYM-
Hylo urpy! OH NOIHSIICS ¢ Kpeciia, KUBHYJI JIEKAPIO, U OHU BBIIIUIM U3 KEJIbU.

— Yt0 THI 3HaeMb O Jiekape Kopossi, MuT? — ciipocusi MoHc, marasi o y3KkoMy KOpUjaopy. —
Kamens, 4to, AeCTBUTEIBHO CTOJb LIEIUTENIEH ?

— Ero 30ByT [1uTOM, 11 OH BechMa 3HAIOIIUH JIeKapb, — OTBETHWJI MUT Ha MepByIo 4acTh BOIIpoca
Y OCTAHOBUJICSI, UYTO-TO TIPUIIOMHHASI, TOCMOTpEJT Ha KHsI35l. — MecsiI] Ha3a/1, Koraa KOpoJib 3aHey-
*wi, U [TuT HUYEeM He cMOr MOMOYb, KOPOJIEBE MOCOBETOBAIN MPUIJIACUTH JIEKapsl U3 COCETHEro
rpagerBa. Kak ropapuBasu, BecbMa YCIIEIIHOTO. ..

— Kt0 0H? — tekapb BUE, 4TO KHS35 OUeHb 3aMHTEpecoBajia MH(pOopMaIus 00 3TOM YeIOBeKe,
HO He MoHMMaJ noyemy. — Trl BeTpeuasicst ¢ HuM? Kak 30ByT? KTO 1ocoBeToBas koposieBe mpurJia-
CUTb UMEHHO €ro? — ChIfaj OH BOMPOCAMH.

Murt pactepsijicsi OT TaKOTO Haropa, HeonpeAeJeHHO MOoXKal IUIeYaMu:

— 3oyt Catom. OauH pa3 Mbl OeceIoBaJi ¢ HUM, Tiepell ero otobiTieM u3 CTONUIIBl, U OH
MPOU3BeN Ha MeHs OnaronpusaTHOe BrieyatieHue. OTHIONb He mapaTaH, HeT. U To, 4To s ycoblmat
ot Papra, npuBesio MeHsl B HEIOyMEeHHe, KHsI3b, XOTS... Ha BOCTOKE, KaK s CJIbIIIAJ, JiedaT MOPOIII-
KaMM U3 JIparolieHHbIX KaMHeW U METaJUIOB.

KHs13b pa3zovyapoBaHHO B3I0XHYI, eMy Oblila Hy)KHa TouHasi uHgopmanusi, 1 HemenieHHo! OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJ, UYTO YXBATUJICSA 32 KOHYMK TOHKOM HUTOYKH, U OOSJICS, UYTO OHA MOKET 00OPBATHCH.

— 310 Bce?!

— Bce, rocnionguH! — oTBeTHT BUHOBaTO MWT, ¥ TOMBITAJICS ONpaBaThcs. — S He ObLT BXOX
B KOPOJIEBCKOE OKPYKEHHUE. . .

— A actponoru? MoryT oHM uTO-JIn00 nposiciuTh? Hy, HacueT 6one3Hu KopoJs?

Jlekapb Heorpe/ieIeHHO MoKal TIeYaMu:

— Kus3p, 1 He acTposior, XoTsl ¢ OOJIBIIUM YBaKEHUEM OTHOIIYCh K 3TOM Hayke. — MUT ObuI
B HE/IOyMEHUH, OH He TIOHUMAJI HallpaBJieHUe MbICTIeH KHSI351 U 3aMOJIK.

MoHc 3aymMascsi, MOTOM MOIBITOKILI:

— 3HAYUT, TH CYMTACIITH, YTO KAMEHb HE MOXKET ITOMOYb KOpomo, u CaT 06 3ToM 3HaeT?

— 41 nymaro, 9To OH JIOJIKEeH 3HaTh 00 3TOM! — B rojioce JieKapsi CIIBIIIATIOCh KoeOanue. — Moxer
OBITh MMOCTICJHAE HAyYHbIe N3bICKAHWS, KHSA3b. . .

—'oToBBCA K MOE3/IKE B KOPOJIEBCTBO, MUT! — Ha Jiviie KHSA3s MOSBUJIACH MCTHTEIIbHAS YIIBIOKA.
Jlexapp Bugesn — MOHC 4TO-TO 3aiyMaJl, U €My CTaJIO HEYIOTHO.

— Kusas3p, HO...

— TeOs TaMm 3HAIOT, KaK YCTEITHOTO LIEUTEeNs1, BOBMOXKHO, IIPUTJIACAT B KOPOJICBCKUIA IBOpEI, —
HE JaJl BO3pa3uTh KHsI3b, HO YBUJIEB COMHEHHWe Ha jmile Muta, ycnokowa. — Eciu Her, To Oyzenib
TOJILKO HAOMIOATh 32 COCTOSIHUEM KOpoJist PyMa co CTOpOHBI, €CTECTBEHHO HerJIaCHO! — TMOSICHUII
KH$I3b, YXMBUTBHYBIIIFCh CBOMM MBICJISIM, U JIeKaph OOJIErYeHHO B3/IOXHYJI. — Y TOYHHUIIIb, HACKOJIBKO
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YXYIIIUTCS €ro JParolieHHOe 37I0pOBbe, JIMIIEHHOE JIEKAPCTB, MPUTOTOBJIEHHBIX M3 KamHs! Brisic-
HUIIIb, KaKyI0 POJIb B TOM UI'pajl HOBOSIBJIEHHBIN Jiekapb Car u KyJa oH ucues. B cpescrBax crecHeH
He Oyners!

— Crnymaioch, KH3b. 3aBTpa ke oTObBa0! — MUT CMUPEHHO TIOKJIOHUJICS M YITIET TOTOBUTHCS
K oTbe3y B Cronuny.

KHs13b ozIo111€1 K Y3KOMYy OKHY: pe3KHe TOPBIBBI BETPa U XOJIOAHBIHN A0/ BCTPEYaIn HACTY-
naoiryo Houb. Ho 1axe OHM He MOIJIM TIEPEKPBITh PEB UyIOBHUIII, MHOTJA JOHOCSIIHMIACS ¢ OeCKpaii-
HUX OOJIOT, OOCTYNUBIIMX 3aMOK C TpeX CTOpoH. KHs3b He MOT BUIETh, KAK B YePHOM HOYHOM HeOe
HaJ[ 3aMKOM OECIITyMHO TPOJIeTeNr JBe OrpOMHbIE MTHIIBL. OHU Ceaai HECKOJIBKO KPYTroOB HaJl 3aM-
KOM U, OJIECHYB TPEYTOJIbHBIM KPBLJIOM, YIIIM B CTOPOHY JAJIEKOro TOPHOTO XpeoTa.

MoHc 061IT 3TOT 3aMOK, TOJIFKO HaXO/IsICh B HEM, OH YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 B Oe3omacHocTH. [Toka
B Oe3onacHocTy. besut... 910 uMs MOpTIIIO eMy HacTpoeHwue, Jmiaio nokos. U eme Hopm, cambiii
[JIaBHBIA M OMAcHBIA MPOTUBHUK. CeromHsi OH yXBaTWJICS 32 KOHEIl HUTOYKHM, BO3MOXHO, OHA HU
K 4YeMy He IIpUBEJET, a MoxeT. .. Eciu 910 CaT 0XOTUTCS 32 KAMHEM, TO OH OYJeT BBISICHSTH, UTO e
npousonuio ¢ daprom, U Ha TOM MOXKHO ChHITpaTh, BBIMAaHUTH ero! Jla, sta urpa mMoria NpUHECTU
ycnex! KHs3b HEpBHO Mporiiescs no noMenieHuo. Puck ects, 1 He Maiiblil, HO Car, eciii OH 3ame-
IIIaH B 3TOM JieJsie, JOJDKeH KJTIOHYTh Ha mpuMaHky! BoT Torma-to MoxHO OyneT MOCTaBUTh TOYKY,
B 3aTsIHYBLIEMCsI COIIEPHUYECTBE, MeX 1y HUM U MaructpoM! Ho 310 uyTh nozxe, a cefiyac ciegyer
MIPOBEPUTH OJHY JOTAJIKY, ¥ OH, MOAOJBUHYB K ceOe YUCTHIN JIUCT OyMaru, B3sjICs 3a Iepo. ..

MoHc nepHy 3a IIHYP, YCIbIIIaI JaJIbHUIA 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbYMKA.

— IHogaumu u nocrass ciofa ['os! Cpouno! He Berynail ¢ Hum B nepenaiiky! Muave!.. — npu-
Kazaj OH C yrpo30# B rojioce BOIIeAIIeMy ciyre. — Jlato st MUHYT, sICHO!?

— Byner ucnonHeHo, KHsI3b! — UCITyTraHHO MPOU3HEC CTyTa, TOPOIUTMBO NATSICH K Bbixoay. C Hero
MUTOM cJieTesia COHIMBOCTb. OH CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO U3YUYHMJI CBOETO KHSI351, YTOOBI TSIHYTh C UCTIOJTHE-
HueM. Takoe HacTpoeHre MoHca MPUBOAIIIO B TPENeT oOUTaTesNeld 3aMKa, M UCKYIIaTh TePIIeHHe roc-
nojiMHa ObLI0 KpaiHe onacHo. Cityra OTIIMYHO 3HAJI, YeM OOBIYHO 3TO KOHYAJIOCh, M 3aCHeIIN, KaK
TOJIKO MOT. XJIONHYJIa IBEPb, U KH3b YCIBIIAT OBICTPBIE YIAISIONIMECs Iaru. YJOBIETBOPEHHO
YIBIOHYJICS.

MoHc Hayu B cepeOpsiHbIil KYOOK MOIOrPEToe KPACHOE BUHO W BBINMWJI MEJIKUMU IJIOTKAMHU.
JocTas U3 HarpyIHOro KapMaHa KameHb, HaijieHHblld y Papra. OH 3aurpaj rpaHsiMu, 3aCBETHIICS
nu3HyTpu. [lo cBoeit hopme 3TO ObLT TBOWMHUK KOT/IA-TO MOTEPSIHHOTO B CThIYKE ¢ BeuioMm kamHs,
U oTIMvaiIcs Jib 1BeToM. U ee oH momvan. Moimyan ¢ Tex nop, Kak ero Haluid psJoM ¢ IoTe-
pasmmM co3Hanue Paprom. U sto xoporo. Tenepb HUKTO He 3HAET, I HaXOAUTCA KameHb. [1ycTb
noka MoryuT. [Toka. OH HaiiieT K HeMy MOAXO/bI U 3aCTaBUT CilymiaThest ceOsi! 3actaBut! 3acTaBuT
OTHATh CHITY, 3aKJI0ueHHy0 B HeM! U ¢ ero momoripio BepHeT Obutoe MoryiiectBo! K KHsI310 BepHy-
JI0Ch TipeKpacHoe HacTpoeHue. OH ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM BBIMUJI €Il BMHA U HE YCIIeN IOCTaBUTh OOKaJ
Ha CTOJI, KaK €ro 0OOCTPEHHBIN CIIyX YJIOBHJI MPUOMKAIOIIMECS 1Iard HECKOIBKUX YeJIOBEK.

— I'noit! — Havyas KHA3b, HE JaB PACKPHITh PTa MPAYHO CMOTPSIIIEMY acTpOJIOry, 3510KO KyTaio-
nieMycsl B TeIUIbIN Tulall, eABa TOT Boues. — CocTaBb TOPOCKOIN BOT HA 3TOTO YEJIOBEKA, C YYETOM
HEKOTOPBIX €ro 0COOEHHOCTEH. 3/1eCh Bce HEOOXOIMMBbIE CBE/ICHUsI O HEM, — IBMKEHHEM pyKu MoHC
MOI0BUHY.JI UCIIMCAHHBIN JIUCT. — DTO OUYEHb CPOUHO! — BHIJIEJIMII OH MOCJIETHEE CIIOBO.

AcCTpOJIor, U3BECTHBII CKJIIOUHBIM XapaKTepOM, MOJYa B3sU1 JIMCT, IOCMOTpe B Miaza MoHca,
TMIOHSUI, YTO TpepeKarbcsl ¢ KHI3eM He BpeMs, ceOe J0opoxke OOOMAeTCSs, U, XOJOTHO IMOKJIOHUB-
IIKCh, UcYe3 3a ABepbio. KHS3b MopoIiesn K ejBa IenleMy KaMuHy, OpOCHIT HECKOJIBKO TTOJICHBEB.
Bckope oHM 3a1onbIXxaiy KapKuM IJIaMeHeM, U OBICTPO HAMUTAIM TETIOM HeOOJIbIIOe MTOMEIIEHNE;
CeJl B KPeCJIO C BBICOKOU CIMHKOM. BpIIo Jaseko 3a MmojiHoYb, HO COH He 1en. OH ¢ HeTeprieHreM
kaan actposora. Knan ropockort. KHsi3b 1 cam ObLT OTJIMUHBIM COCTaBUTEJIEM, HO CEHYac perm
noBepuThbes [71010: 3HAMEHUTOMY M YBa)KaeMOMY B UX Kpyrax actposory. Bpems 1o, ot nojieHbes
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B KaMHMHE OCTAJIMCh JIMIIIb OarpoBO MEPIAIOIIHE YIoibsl, YK€ U OKHO 3aCBETUJIOCh MYTHBIM CEpPbIM
PacCBETOM C YCHJIMBIIMMICS MOpbIBaMU BeTpa. [1e-T0 BHU3Y 3aMKa 3allleBeInIach Yelisib, 3arpe-
MeJia rmocynon KyxHsi, a [0t Bce He mien. KHs3b enBa caepkuBai pasapakeHre, HECKOJIBKO pas
OH TIOPHIBAJICS OTIATh PacropshKEeHHe, YTO ObI MPUBEJIM CTPONTUBOTO aCTPOJIOra, HO B IMOCTICIHUN
MOMEHT TepeAyMbIBaJI, TIOHMMAsI, YTO Y TOTO YTO-TO HE MOTyqaeTCs. . .

Osxunanue u eie oauH OOKal BHHA BCE XK€ YTOMUIIM €ro, U OH He3aMETHO il ce0sl 3aCHYT
MpsIMO B KpecJie, a 32 OKHOM CTaJIO TIOUTH CBETJIO OT HACTYTIAIONIETO THS.

— Kas3b! — MoHC OTKpBUT TJ1a3a: ero 6ecriepeMOHHO Tpsic 3a Iy1edo acTposior. OH ObLT BO30Y K-
IieH ¥ pazfocanoBad. B pyke [710#i nepkan ckpy4eHHBIN JTUCT OymMaru, KOTOPbIM pas3ipakeHHO Maxal
niepen uiioM Mosca. Teriepb OH MOT OTHIIPaThCs HAa KHsI3€, 49yBCTBOBAJI, UTO CEMUac 3TO MPOUJIET. —
KHs3b, BB UMMM MEHS CHA, TpeOysl COCTaBUTh OJMH TOPOCKOM Ha JIBYX Jiozieii! Kakoii pe3yibrar,
B TaKOM CJIy4ae BaM HyKeH! DTo 1IapiaTaHCTBO, MOW JOPOrOM KHS3b. ..

AcTporior, 4To Ha3bIBAETCS, 3aKYCHJI YIIJIA, HO HA KHS3S 9TO HE MPOMU3BEJIO BIEYATICHHS, OH
JOCTATOYHO XOPOLIO 3HAJI €r0 XapaKkTep, ¥ BOIPEKU OKUIAHUIO IIPOU3HEC C TEPIIEHUEM B I'OJIOCE:

— I'noii, y MeHsI HEeT BpeMeHU Bce OOBSICHATh TeOe, U 3TO OYeHb BaXHO ISl MeHs1! — KHS3b
BBIXBAaTWUJI U3 PYK acTpOJIOra JIUCT U, pa3BEpHYB, NMPUHSLJICS U3y4aTh, HE CIyIIask MPOAOJIKAIOIIETrO
M3JIMBATh JIyITy OCKOPOJIEHHOTO YeI0BEKa, IPOBE/IIEro OECCOHHYI0 HOUb, HEOHSATHO BO UMSI YEro.

— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO ITOMY YEJIOBEKY, CEiUuac, MMEHHO B 3TO BpeMsl, HUUEro He Ipo3utr? —
KH$I3b OYEPTUJI TAJIBLIEM [TPOCTPAHCTBO HA JIMCTE, MBITJIMBO OCMOTpeE Ha [71041, Mpoomkui, yKaszas
Ha JIPYTYIO YacTh JIUCTA. — A BTOPOTO YeJIOBEKa, C TAKMMHU BBOTHBIMU ITPOCTO HE MOKeT ObITh? Tak!?

Actporior ObUT COUT C TOJKY, OH HE 3ayMBIBAJICS HAJl TAaKOH HEOOBIYHOW TPAKTOBKOM TOpO-
ckona. C nogo3peHneM NocMOTpell Ha KHs351, CTapasiCh NOHSATS, I€ MOABOX, K YEMY TOT KJIOHUT.

— HWmenno! Tak roBopsIT 3Be3/bl, KHs3b! — BBICOKOMApHO Hayasl acTposior. — YeyoBeka,
C TAKMMU. . . — TIOTBITAJICS OBLIO MPOOIKUTH MOSICHEHUS [ JI01, HO KHS3b BHOBb TIEpEeOI.

— CrnenoBaresnbHO, C HUIM B 9TOT MEPUOJ HE CITYYUTCS HUKaKast 00J1e3Hb ? — MPOAOIIKAI K YeMy-
TO KJIOHUTH KHSI3b.

— Hy, cobcTBeHHO, 9TO MOKHO MOHUMATh M Tak. Tak TOBOPAT 3BE3IHI. . .

— Bot u omyHO! — KHA3b MOAHSIICS, BO30YKJEHHO MPOIIIENCS 10 MaJeHbKOMY ITOMEIIEHHIO.
Bepnyiics, ocranoBuIics nepen actposorom: — S roxe gymato, uto OHU HamyTamu! — 10BOJIBHO 10TO
MoOTYaJl, IIOTOM MPOU3HEC B pa3iyMbe, HU K KOMY, He oOpariasice: — Hanyranu ans mensi! Ho s
pacrnyTato! — rmogormen k acrponory. — Tel qoOpocoBecTHO notpyauics, [oi! You, otapixaii, Tede
MIPE/ICTOUT CIIOXkHas1 padora. ..

OTHYCTI/IB C6I/ITOFO C TOJIKY aCTpoJiora, KHsA3b BbI3BaJl HAYaJIbHUKA OXPaHbI. I[OCTEUI H3 rpo-
MO3/IKOro IiKada OOJBIIION PyJIOH OyMaru, pa3BepHYII Miepel HUM OOJIBITION JIUCT:

— 3Haenib, Pym, 4to 310 Takoe?

HavanpHUK OXpaHbl MTHOBEHHE PacCMaTPUBAI IJIaH KaKOro-TO TOpoja, KUBHYJI TOJIOBOW:

— 3to Cronuiia KOpoJIeBCTBA. . .

— Te6s1 HUYEM HEBO3MOXKHO YIMBUTH, PyM, — B roJioce KHsI3s1 3By4alio HEMOAIEIbHOE pa3oyva-
POBaHUE, HO B FJIy6I/IHC Ayl 6I)UI JOBOJIEH, KOMIIETEHTHOCTBIO CBOUX INOAJYUHCEHHBIX. — Tor IpaB.
Ato Cronuiia, — yKa3asl pyKod Ha JIUCT. — Y TeOs eCTh TaM Ha/IeKHbIE JTIOH ?

— Yto HEOOXOOUMO c/ieNaTh? — XyIoIIaBoe JHio Pyma He BeIpaxasio HUKakux smoruil. Hukak
OH He OTpearupoBaj U Ha noxsany MoHca. KHs3b 3HaT €ro MHOTO JIeT U IIeHWI 32 YMEHHE BbITOJ-
HUTh JTIOOOH TIPHKa3, He 3a]aBasi HU HY)KHBIX BOIpocoB. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 3ajaHue ObUIO CIIUIIIKOM
PUCKOBAHHBIM U, B CJTy4ae MpoBaJjia IPO3UII0 OYeHb MHOTMMH HETIPUATHOCTSIMU JIMYHO EMY, a ceiyac
3T0 ObLIO OBl HE KO BpeMeHu. Eciu Ob1 B 3T0 fe710 He Obula 3aMernana koposieBa! Car, eciim IMEHHO
OH CTOSLT 32 BCE ITOM oreparyert, mokasai ceOs N300peTaTesIbHbIM IPOTUBHUKOM, U 3TO MPUAETCS
yuuTbiBaTh. OH OTOrHAJ MPavHbIe MBICJIH, IIOCMOTpPEN Ha Pyma TsKeNIbIM B3IJISIIOM:
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— Tlomwm Tyga cBOMX JyYllIMX JIOeH, caMblX Jydiux! CaMbIX MPOBEPEHHBIX areHToB! —
nomosyal, aasasi Bpemsi Pymy ocMmeiciuth yensimanHoe. [Iponsnec tuxo: — Heobxonumo cienatb
CIIeyIOILee. . .
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I'maBa 6

Paznancst pookuii cryk, Car HeIoBOJIbHO moBepHYJics. OH He JIOOWII, KOrJa ero OeCIoKOIIH
B slaboparopuu. TobKO TaM OH OTIbIXaJl, 320bIBAJ O MOCTOSTHHOM OMACHOCTH, HABUCIIICH HaJl HUM
Y TOW MUCCHH, 4TO ObLJIa BO3JIOKEHA Ha HETrO HECKOJIbKUMHU MMOKOJIEHUSIMU MPEIKOB.

— Boiigure! — ¢ Tpynom caepkuBasi pa3ipakeHue, POU3HEC OH HEOXKUAAHHO IPOMKO. [IBepb
CKPUITHYJIA M1 HEMHOT'O MPUOTKPbLIach. B 111e/1b 3arisHy OMH U3 OXPaHHUKOB:

— l'ocrioauH, — OH MPOTSAHYJ PYKY Uy Hero Ha jagoHu Cat yBuen KoJblo U3 6e10ro Metaia.

— 30BH HEMEJIEHHO ! — OXKUBUJICSA OH. — HO Tak, 4TOOBI HUKTO €ro He BHEN!

BouH ckpbuics 32 IBEpBIO U Yepe3 MUHYTY B J1a00paTopuio OECIIIyMHO BOIIIEN YEJIOBEK, JIUIO0
KOTOPOT0 OBbLJIO CKPBITO HAJJBMHYTHIM IO CaMble I1a3a KaIoIOHOM MTPOMOKITero ruiama. He ckpun-
HyJa J1a)e BcerJa IIyMHasi 1Bepb.

— Yro cimyumnocsk, Pat? — Car nozpomen BIUIOTHYIO K JIa3yTYMKY, OH IOHSJI, YTO TOT IIPUHEC
HE OYeHb XOPOILIME BECTH, pa3 MPHILIEN CaM.

— Macrep, 3a T0060i1 cnegar! — u, npeaynpexaasi BONpoc, yrouHWwI: — Mou Jioau BeIBeAasH,
e OCTAHOBWJICS] X CTapIlIMHA.

— Krto onn!? — Mactep He MOT CKpPBITh YAUBIEHUE U TpeBOry. — VI 1aBHO 3T0 HavaIoch?

— Ecnu BBI, MacTep, pa3peluTe B3sITh OIHOTO U3 HUX, UJIH BCEX, TO. .. — PaT MHOro3HauMTE IbHO
3aMOJIK.

Car Hagonro 3agymascs. C OHOM CTOPOHBI, OBLIO 3aMaHYMBO PEIIUTH MPOOIEMY OTHUM Ylia-
POM, HO [UISI TeX, KOrO 3aMHTepecoBaja ero rnepcoHa, 3To OyAeT CUTHAJIOM, 4To oH, Car, ¥ ecTb TOT
YeJIOBEeK, KOTOPOro OHM UIyT. Takke OyIeT UCTOIKOBAHO U €ro UCUE3HOBEHHUE. A ceifuac 9T KpaiiHe
HesxenatesnbHo. Papr ucue3. Kamus Het. [lyx MarvicTpa He MOKET OOPECTH TUIOTh ¥ BEPHYTHCS B 3TOT
mMup. B o01miem, B KOTOpBII pa3 Bce KOHUMIIOCH Oe3pe3y/IbTaTHO. YTEelIaio, YTO U €ro Mpe/iecTBeH-
HUKHU, paOOTaBIIIIe MHOTHE TO/Ibl B 9TOM K€ HampaBJieHUH, He JocTuriu ycrnexa. Crnaboe, HO Bce ke
ytenienue. JKajaKko moTpayeHHbIX il U BpeMeHU. CKOJIBKO TPYIOB MPHIILUIOCH MPUJTIOKHUTH, YTOObI
yOenuTh KOpoJisl B ero HecylecTByloliei 6onesnu! B 3Tom oueHb momoriia KoposieBa; B CBOe Bpemsi
Car, enie 10 ee 3aMykecTBa, OKa3aJl € HEKUE YCIIYTH, O KOTOPbIX HE TPUHATO TOBOPUTDH B IOPSAH0Y-
HOM OOIIIECTBE, M O YeM 3HAJIM JIMIIb OHM JiBoe. KoposieBa Ha ynuBIIeHHE OKa3ajiach OYeHb YMHOM
Y JaJTbHOBUIHOM KEHIIUHOM, YMeIoIlel [IeHuTh HYKHbIX eil moaei. Koneuno, Car u ¢ Heil He Obu1
JI0 KOHIIa OTKPOBEHEH, HO ero Bepcus, ee yOenuiia 1 OHa, B CBOIO OUepe/ib, CyMelia YOeauTh B 9TOM
KOPOJIsi, KOTOPBI ObLT 03 yMa OT Hee. Yero oHa, BIpoueM, TIo BCeoOIeMy IPU3HAHKIO BITOJTHE 3aCTy-
KMBaJia, KaK JKEHIIMHA PEIKON KPacOThl, K TOMY K€ MOJyYMBILAsl XOPOIllee BOCIIUTaHUE U 00pa3o-
BaHMeE, YTO OYEHb IIEHUJIOCH B OITPE/ICNICHHBIX, 00JIAJAIONINX BJIACTBIO U JIeHbI'aMU, Kpyrax. Mx 3ambl-
cen BIojiHe yhascsl. Ha mepeqHuii miiaH HU O 4eM, He Bejas, BeABUHYIUCH [Iut u ®apr — nekapb
Y KOMaHJIUp TBapIeCKON COTHHM KOpoJs, a KoposeBa U Car ocranuch B TeHU. [l KOposis U ero
CBUTHI OH ObLJI OMHUM W3 MHOTHMX TPHIJIAIIIEHHBIX JIeKaped W TOJBKO, KOTOPBIH, BIPOYEM, BCKOpE
o1ObUT 13 CTONUIIBL, U TYT ke ObUT 320bIT. O ero IJ1aBeHCTBYIOIIEH POJIU B 3TOM JIeJie 3HaJI BCETO OJJVH
yenoBek, — koposieBa! Ho oHa BHe nmono3penusi... Ho KTO-TO TO ke BBLIENWIT U3 BCEIO OKPYKEHUS
KOpOJisi UMeHHO ero! Bo3MOXHO 3T0 Bcero Juiib MOUCK, Ha OIlYIlb, Ha yrady. BriomHe BO3MOXHO.
Toraa cnenyeT caenarh BUI, YTO HUYETO He CIy4UIIOCh U BeCcTu ceds Kak mpexkjie. HUKTo He 3Haer,
410 OH octayicsi B Cronuiie, u Car caenan pokoByio omOKy. OH ¥ He MOT' HU C/IeJiaTh ee. ..

— IIponomkait HabMoIEeHNEe, HO TOJIBKO TaK, YTOOBI TeOs1 M TBOUX JIofel He oOHapyxum! 1 00s-
3aTesIbHO BBISICHU, KTO OHU, HE JIIOU JI1 KH:3s1 MoHca!? — HakoHell MPUHSLT OH pelieHue. — U Huka-
Kux 3axBaToB! SIcHO!

— {cno, macrep! — noropun Par, Ho Cat Buaen, 4To TOT OCTajCAd B HEAOYMEHUH, [TOITOMY
MOBTOPUJI, HE OOBSICHSISI CBOETO 3aMbICIa:

40



H. A. UanoB. «Jlunusg Ha crekie. Cepa 2»

— I'maBHOe ceiiuac, 4TOOBI TBOETO HAOMIONCHUS He OOHApYXuUIK! ITO OYeHb OMacHbIe Joau!
[MoHsATHO!? — MPHUCTAILHO MOCMOTPEJT Ha JIa3yTYMKA, YTO Obl TOT MPOHUKCSA BAXKHOCTBIO 33JJaHUS,
1 TOT moHsuT. Cat npopomkui: — JlokyansiBaTh TMaHO MHe! Bee moppoOHOCTH! — clienan KOpOTKyo
nay3y, MOBTOPWJI ¢ HaropoM: — JIeficTBOBaTh MpeesbHO OCTOPOKHO, YTOOBI BaC He OOHAPYKMJIH!
3arnomMHuu 310! Yl HUKTO HE IOJKeH 3HAaTh 00 3TOM!

Par, cMupeHHO OKJIOHWICS, TUIOTHO 3aKyTaJICS B TUIAI ¥ TEHBIO BHICKOJIB3HYJI 32 JIBEPb.

[To3nHO HOUBID MBPSAAHO TOTPEMAHHBI OTPsA AOCTUT 3aMmka. Komanmup 3acBeTws aken
¥ mpocurHaI. M3 TeMHOTH OTHOW M3 OallleH UM OTBeTW M cBeToM poHaps. Jlssras nensmu,
OITyCTUJICSI MOCT, COCJJMHMB Oepera KaHaja, 3aJIUTOro OOJOTHOW BOAOH. [TpHOTKpBLIMCH BOPOTA,
1 B Y3KYIO IIIeJIb BO IBOP 3aMKa BheXaJId OCTaTKU OTpsiia. BHyTpr HEOOBIIIOro IBOPa, 32 BBICOKMMU
CTEeHaMH CTOsIIa HeTIpOHUIIaeMasi TEMHOTA, JIUIIb B IICHTPAJIBHOW OalllHe, B CaMOM BEPXHEM STaxke
TYCKJIO CBETHJIMCh HECKOJIBKO Y3KHMX OKOH-OOMHMII. KHs3b He crat, kaai gjoHeceHre. OH yCbIma
CKPHII TIeTIeH, OIMyCKAIOIMX MOCT, IOKOT KOMBIT. HecKoIbKo Mmo3Hee MOCIBIIAIach HeyBepeHHas
MOCTYIb YeJioBeKa. DTO ero HEMHOTO YIWBWJIO, HO OH He CTPOHYJICcS ¢ MecTa. be3 mpemynpexie-
HUSI OTKPBUIACH JIBEPb, M BOIIE] YeJIOBEK B TPA3HOM IIPOMOKIIEM TUIAIIE, TOAICP)KUBAEMBIH CITYTOM,
3a HUM MPOCIIe0BA HAYAIBHUK OXPaHbl PyMm.

— Bort, kHs3b! — TOHEIT ¢ MOKJIOHOM TMPOTSHY/I MaKeT U3 IJIOTHON Oymaru, 3aJIuThiii KPOBBIO,
TIOIIATHYJICS, HO He 6e3 MOMOIIY CTYTH YAepKaJiCs Ha HOrax, 3aMep B OKUIaHUM MTPHUKa3a.

KHa3b B3sT IOHeCEHWE W3 PYK BOWHA, ONIYTUJ MX XOJIOA, 3aMETHJI KPOBb, TIOMHSII IJla3a
Ha TOHIIA: TIepe]l HUM CTOSUT MOJIOJION BOMH B 3a0pbI3raHHOM KPOBBIO U TPsA3bI0 Tutaiie. KHsa3b oTMme-
THJI HE €CTECTBEHHYIO OJIETHOCTD IOHOTO JIMIA, CIIEKIIUECs TyObl, TUXOPAJIOUHBIN OJIECK IJia3:

— Bac nipecnenoBasin? Trl paneH? — MoHC MoBepTelt MakeT, pa3riisiibiBast COXPAHHOCTH Teva-
Tei. [OHeIl XOTesl OTBETUTh, HO €ro 3aiiarayio, KHA3b MOHMMalolle KuBHYJ. [lpukaszan ciuyre: —
Jlekapsi! Cpouno!

— Kus3p, 1 xopomio cebs 9yBCTBYIO! — 3ampoTecToBa)l C1a0bIM, COMBAIOIIMMCS Ha INETOT,
rojiocom roxenl. CoOpasicsi ¢ cijiaMu ¥ IPOAODKIIL: — MBI onanu B 3acay. BepHee, BCTpeTHIIHChH
C KAKUM-TO OTPSIJIOM, IIIE/ININM HaM HaBCTPEUy, — OH 3aMOJIK, TSIKEJIO 3a/IbIIIAJl, BSUTBIM JIBUKEHHEM
rpoBert 1o Jmity. — O4YeHb CTpaHHbIe BOUHBI ObLIM B 9TOM OTPsijie, HO Mbl OTOWJIM TEPBBIA HATHCK,
BBICTOSUIM, a TIOTOM TpopBajick. HekoTopoe BpeMsi Hac MpeciieioBaId, HO JOCTUTHYB Pa3BUJIKU
J0pOT, MPOTUBHKK TMOBEPHYJT Ha3al. BeposATHO, OOSUTCH, YTO HEJAJIEKO 3aMOK M TTPUET MOMOIIb. . .

Bomen nekaps. OCTOpOXHO ycaau eBa JepKallerocss Ha Horax paHeHOTO B TMOIOJBUHYTOE
KpecJio, IPUHSJICS pacCTeruBaTh 3aCTEKKY ILIala.

— Bac xpam!? Ho kt0!? Kto Mor 3Hath 0 Bamiem nmyTu? — MPOAOIKUII pacCIpoChl KHS3b,
HaOMmoaas 3a MAHUIYJIALUSIME Jiekapsi. [1akeT ¢ JoHeceHreM OH TakK U He BCKPBLUL.

ToHer momopImics OT 00JIH, TPOTOBOPHIT TIPUTITYIIIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— BeposiTHO, 3T0 3acaja roTOBWJIACh TOPrOBOMY 0003y, YK CIIMIITKOM OHU OBLTH PacTepsHBI
HAIIUM OTIIOPOM. MBI TTOHECIH TIOTEPH TOJIBKO OT apOajieTHOM cTpesibObl. Ho 3T0 ObLiM OYeHb CTpaH-
HblE€ BOUHBI, KHS3b!

— Ha crnoBax 4to-HMOYyAb Mpocuiv nepeaath? — KHsI3b, HAKOHEIl, BCIOMHWI O JOHECEHUH,
Jomasi TiedaTy, BCKpbUT TakeT. JlocTan iBa MCTIMCAHHBIX JIMCTA, pa3BEPHYIT MEPBbIA. BhICTpo mpoode-
JKaJl IJIa3aMH, YIOBJIETBOPEHHO XMBIKHYL.

Jlekapb, TeM BpeMeHeM, 3aCTaBWJI IOHOIIY BBITUTh, KAKOW-TO PE3KO MaxXHYIIWi, HACTOM,
C MOMOIIIBIO CJTYTY CHSUT TIPOOUTHINA MaHIUPhb. OToNnI rpyabs U IPUHSIICS 00padaThiBaTh paHy, BOWH,
C TPY/IOM CIEpKHMBasi CTOH, MPOIIENTAN Yepe3 CHITY:

— JlazyTuuk, OH He Ha3BaJl CBOEr0 MMEHH, TOKa3asl SPJILIK C TBOUM KJICMMOM KHSI3b, TIPO-
CHJI TIepeiaTh, YTO ero MPUCYTCTBHE MoKa HeoOxonumo B CTONUIe KOPOJIEBCTBA, — OH 3aCKpeKeTall
3y0amu U, TUXO BCKPUKHYB, IMOTEPsLT CO3HaHUE. JIeKaph BBHIMPSAMUIICS, BUHOBATO pa3Besl pyKaMu.
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KHA3b KUBKOM r'OJIOBEHI IMpUKa3ajJ YHECTH I'OHIIA, a CaM ITOAOLIC]T 6JII/I)K6 K CBETUJIbHUKY, ITPO-
OexaJ r1a3amMy UCTTUCAHHBIE JIMCTHI, TIOBEPHYJICS K HAYaJIbHUKY OX PaHbI:

— PymM, ThI mocnan xopormx Ja3yturkoB! Ho Hamo pa3oOparbesi ¢ TeMH, KTO YCTPOMIT 3acary
Ha Hamx Jiozgeill. — Biaoxun nuctel B nakeT. — CTpaHHO, YTO HamaJeHue MPOM30LUI0 HEAAJIEKO
OT 3aMKa, TyT HeT ToproBeix myTeit! Korna ronen npuer B ce0si, yTOUHH, B UeM BBIPaKaeTCsi HEOObIY-
HOCTb pa300MHMKOB, HATIABIIMX HA HAIIIMX JIIOJIEH, — MEJJIEHHO TPOIIecs 1Mo 3aimy. Pym Momua sxaan
npofoykeHust. OH 3HaJ KHA3S CIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 1 He omuocsi. MOHC MOBEPHYJICS K HEMY, TIPOAOII-
xun: — Harpagu moneit. OtMeTh 3Toro 1oHomry. — [ToxeBas rydamu. — Pym, Tl JomkeH mpoBecTu
HaMEYEHHYIO OIepalyio, 1 HEMEIJIEHHO, MIOKa Mbl HE OIO3/1aJH. . .

3a CTeHOI HEKa3KCTOM, HATIOJIOBUHY BPOCIIel B OOJIOTUCTYIO 3eMITIO M30YIIKH, 3aBBIBAJT BETED.
WHorma oH MpophIBAJICS B INEIU MEXAY TPYXJISIBBIMUA OpeBHaMH, M3 KOTOPHIX OblIa B JaBHHE Bpe-
MeHa cpyOseHa n30yIKa, ¥ Torja ciadoe riaMs CBeuH KojeOaaoch, FOTOBOE MOTYXHYTh. 3a CTOJIOM,
COMTBIM M3 KOPSIBBIX, HE OCTPYTaHHBIX JIOCOK, CHJIESIN TPOe MYKUMH. TYCKJIbIIA CBET e1Ba MO3BOJISII
pazobparh UX JIMIA, HO UM, BUAMMO He ObUTIO HEOOXOAMMOCTY 3HAKOMHTBCS U ITPUCMATPHUBATHCS APYT
K JPYTy, OHHU U TaK ObLIM JIOCTATOYHO JIOJITO 3HAKOMBI.

My>XK4MHBI BEJI pa3roBOp Ha sI3bIKe, MaJI0 KOMY IMOHSATHOMY Ha 3TOM IJIaHETe.

— ... CIIe[IOBATeNIbHO, KaKMe-TO COOBITHSI, KOTOPBIE PO MUMO HaIllero BHUMAaHUs, 3aCTa-
BWJIM aKTUBU3UPOBATHCS KH:3s1 MoHca, Kop! — roBOpHBIIMIA YeTOBEK MOMPABIIT TSIKETYIO TIEPEBSI3b
¢ meuoM. — U3 LleHTpa s momyuyma cooOleHre, 4To OTTyAa, — OH BO3JEN IJ1a3a K 3aKOMUEHHOMY
TMIOTOJIKY U30YIIKY, — BEpHYJICS uesioBek ¢ KamHeM! B LIeHTpe cuMTaioT, YT0 UMEHHO 32 HUM OXOTUTCS
MoHc, kotoporo ceityac Mbl 3HaeM 1oj; umeHeM Kaca!

— Ecim oH ero nony4ur, To HapylIuTcsl CJIOKHUBILEECs pABHOBECHE, M TIPOJILETCSI KPOBb! — Mpo-
OOpMOTaJ TPETHA, YCTAJI0, MOprasi BOCHAaJEHHBIMU OT HeJOChINaHus ria3aMu. OH MOPBUICS B AOPOXK-
HOH CyMKe, JOCTaJl TEPMOC, ITOTOM BBIYWJI METAUTMYECKUE KPYKKHU. Hanmmi npsiHo maxHymii Harm-
TOK, TIOJOJBHHYJI COCESIM IO CTOMy. KaJHO OTIIII TOPSUYIO KUAKOCTh, KPSIKHYJI OT YIOBOJIbCTBUS.

— JlaB, B Cronmiie KOpOJEBCTBA 3aMEYeHBbl areHThl KHs3s MOHCa, KOTOpble HaOMIOAIoT
3a [Mutom, siekapeM koposst! OH-To TyT nipu yem? Kakast MexIy STUMU COOBITUSIMH CYIIECTBYET
CBs13b!? — HEJOYMEHHO BO3pa3mJi TOT, KOro 3By KopoM, moBepHyJics K Aocese MOTYaBIIEMY MYX-
ynHe. — TeGe Toxe ecTh, YTO cKa3aTh, MopT? 3aueM-To Tl HAC BbI3BaJ? UTO 3a CTPaHHYIO HAXOIKY
oOHapyxui?

Tot, koToporo HazBau MopToM, OTCTaBIII IYCTYIO KPYKKy. OTep BCIOTEBIIIEe JIMILIO IJTATKOM.

— Ectb cBa3b! A TO, Kak xe! — Mopt 3arajouHo yxmbuibHYJICs. [IpuHsSITOE 3€/1be COrHaIo COH-
JIMBOCTb, U OH BKJIIOUMJICS, HAKOHEII, B Oecey. — 3a 4esIOBEKOM, TIOXUTHUBIIUM U3 KalluIla KaMeHb,
a 3aTeM YIIeIIIIM TyAa, — ¥ OH TIOYTH TKHYJI MAJIbIIEM B HU3KUH MOTOJIOK N30YIIKH, — a TeTlepb BbISC-
HSIETCSl, YTO YCIEBILIUM YK€ BEPHYTbCS, CTOUT 3arajouHblii jekapb Cat! Jlekapb, KOTOpBIH, Mocie
KpaTKOBPEMEHHOTO MpeObiBaHus1 B CTONHUIIE KyJa-TO U3BOJIMJL, IKOOBI, OTOBITh! — BBIIEPKAI MAy3Y. —
Ha camom zene on 3atamicsa B Cromuue! Car yero-to BbIKUIaeT!

— OtKyza 3T0 U3BeCTHO!? — MOYTH OMHOBPEMEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIM €ro COOSCeJHUKH C HEKOTO-
pbIM ckenTuiu3MoM. — Cenenust Toudble? Kto Tebe coodnmn 3to, Mopr!?

— Hauny ¢ npeapicropuu, apy3bsi! O Xxpame, YTO HaXOAWTCS B MPEAropbe, M Iie XPaHUTCS
KaKOW-TO 4yJI0AEHCTBEHHBIN KaMeHb, CyXH XOIWJIU AaBHO, HO TOT/a s1 He 0OpaTh Ha 3TO BHUMA-
HHe, HeKor/1a ObUIO: BOKPYT KOPOJISi Ha4aJlach HETIOHATHAS BO3HSI, [IOTOM OH HEOXHU/IAHHO 3aHEMOT ! —
Moprt nocauBo noMopinuics. — U g yrmyctun Bpemsi, TbITasich pa3o0paThcsi B TUX MHTpUrax!
[Nozxke oKpykeHHe, Kak CrOBOPHBIIICH, BAPYT 3aroJIOCKIIO O YyI0ICHCTBEHHOM JIEKapCTBE, KOTOPOe
MOXET ObITh IPUTOTOBJICHO U3 OIPE/IEICHHOTO KaMHSI ¥ cliacTy KopoJisi. OTHUM CJIOBOM, KOT/Ia 3ar1o-
no3pui HenagHoe, Papr — 3TO YeJIOBEeK, KOTOPOro KOpoJb MOCHal Ha MOUCKH KaMHS, YKe OTOBLT
B HEM3BECTHOM HallpaBjieHH. MHe He yJaaoch MPOCIeAUTh MapIIPyT OTPsiia, CIUIIKOM TallHO BCe
rotoBmsIoch. He Toxoske, 4To opraHu3anuend moxoja 3aHUMAJICsl KTO-TO M3 KOPOJIEBCKOTO OKpyXke-
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HU$1, CJIMIIIKOM OCHOBATEJILHO U TAlHO Bee ObLIo TipoeaHo! OMHAKO s OBICTPO MOHSLT, Ky/Ia ¥ 3a4eM
oTOBLT OpaBbIi rBapzeel]! — OH CaMOJOBOJILHO BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY, HO B MOC/IEIHUIA MUT TIONPABHJICS: —
[IpennonoxuTenbHO, KOHEYHO, TOUHOTO MECTa 3TOr0 Xpama, CKOpee, KanMila sI3bIYHUKOB $ €Il
He 3Haj! — 3aMomyal, gocammBo noMopiuics. — K coxanenuio, @apr 1eficTBOBaJ CTONb JEP3KO
1 OBICTPO, UTO MOM JIIOJM BBIIILIM Ha CJIe/l OTPsIA, TIOCJTAaHHOTO B IOTOHIO 33 TIOXUTUTENIEM CIIUIIKOM
TO3/1HO, 32 CYTKH J0 €ro MICYe3HOBEHM I B pa3BajIMHaX Kakoro-to ropoaa! M3 necstu npekpacHo noj-
TOTOBJIEHHBIX areHTOB BEPHYJIOCHh U3 MYCTHIHU YeTBepo. HO TOUHYI0 KapTHHY BCEro MPOUCXOMISAIIETO,
s1 coctaBul, Korjaa B Ctosuiie yaaaoch BeITH Ha areHTa Cara M HaleNUTh Ha HEeTo MOJCTyIIMBaloIIee
ycrporcTtBo! BoT Torna-to MHOroe v nposicHWIoch! Bhllluii Ha areHra city4yailHoO, IPUHSB 3a Yello-
BEKa KH:34!

— YT0 NposicCHUIOCh? — BBIPBAJIOCH Y €TI0 KOJLJIET.

— To, uto Car Kak-TO CBSI3aH C HEKMM MarucTpoM, KyJa-TO UCUYE3HYBILIMM MHOIO JIET Ha3aj,
HO 0OOemaBImM 0053aTeJTbHO BEPHYThCS, — YBJIEKIIHMCH pacckazoM, MopT He 3aMeTHJI, Kak BO30Yxk-
neHHo OnecHynu Ta3a JlaBa. — MHOro Jjiet Ha3aJq MeXIy KHS3eM M MarucTpoM IpOM3OILIa pas-
MOJIBKA, U KHSI3b MOATOTOBMII M OCYIIECTBIII MOKyIieHue. Jlanee u3 obnactu mpeAronokeHui: Tak
VI MHAYe, MarucTp ObUI TO JIK yOUT, KAKOH-TO OCOOSHHOM CTPEJION, TO JIM BIIAJI B JIETAPTMUECKUI COH
Y €ro TeJIO T/Ie-TO MPSUyYT J0 JTy4inux BpeMeH. MimeHHo Cat 3Haer, Kak BEpHYTb K )KHU3HU Marucrpa
C TIOMOIIBI0 KaMH#1, a Papr ObLT JIUIIb OJHUM U3 UCHIOIHHUTENEH UCTIONb3YeMbIX, KaK BBISICHUIIOCh,
B «TeMHYI0». Ho cBOIO 3a7a4y OH BBIOJHII — KPUCTAILT 100bUT. KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM KHS3I0 CTaJIo
00 3TOM M3BeCTHO. BO BCSKOM Ciydan €ro 4To-TO HACTOPOXKUJIO, U OH YCUJIEHHO OXOTUJICS 33 STUM
KpuctajioM. EMy oH, moyemy-To, Toke O4eHb HYyKeH !

— Bort u 3amkHyscs kpyr! — ckazan Kop MpauHo, u mocmotpen Ha Mopra.

— Kakoii kpyr? Yrto Tl XO4elllb 3TUM cKazaTb? — JlaB He ycresl OCMBICIUTh MH(pOpMAIIHIO. —
N noueMy «oxoTuiics»?

— 1o moum cBelieHMSM B 3aMKe KHS35 MIET aKTHUBHAs, HO TLIATEJIbHO CKpbIBaeMasl J1esTelb-
HOCTb. YTO-TO FOTOBUTCS, — AOTIOTHMIT MH(pOopMatuio MopT U 3aKOHYMI TUXO: — KaMeHb y KHsI351 yxe
ectb... [lepen mpuObITHEM Clofla, KO MHE TIOCTYIIMIIN CBelleHus1 u3 LIeHTpa, Bbl BEPOSITHO HE ycrenu
C HUMH O3HAKOMUTHCS, TIOTOMY YTO OTOBUIM paHbine, yeM s1. Tak BoT, anmaparypa Llentpa 3adpuk-
CHpOBaJia BCIUIECK SHEPIrUu B paiioHe 3aMKa Ha Oonotax! O4yeHb KOPOTKUE umIynbc! Bee naHHbIC
roBopsTt, 4to 310 HAIII kpucrann! OH npoOynuiicss Ha OYeHb KOPOTKOE BPeMsl, U YCTAaHOBUTb, ITIE
B HacCTOsIIIee BpeMsl KpUCTAJUI HAXOOUTCS, MOKa He ynaiochk. Ho s yBepeH, UTo 3TO KHs3b 3aIlony-
4yu1 ero!

— Omnstb KpoBb! — BeipBasioch y Kopa. — Ho kak KpucTasut okaszaics y KHsI351, €U ero MOXUTHIT
dapr? — Borpoc NoBUC B BO3AYXE.

— Hano Berperuthbest ¢ Koopaunatopom, — MopT noaHsiicst co ckambi. — M Kak MOKHO OBICT-
pee. Ee HOBOCTh: 0OBSBIIICS KaKOU-TO MoNoyMHBIH Bent. JJocTtoBepHBIX cBeieHU# 0 HeM coOparth,
emie He ycrienu. Hem3BecTHO OTKyAa OH MOSIBUJICA, M €CTh MOI0O3PEHUE, UTO Y HErO TOXKE MMEETCs
kpuctaju1. Beposithee Bcero, He Hat! O besuie XoasT KyTKUe CTyXy, HO MOKHO JIM BCEMY BEpUTh? —
BBICOKOMY MopTY CTOSITh B M30yIIKe ObUIO HEYIOOHO, U OH IIAarHyI K ABepu. — Kcrati, HeoObIYHYI0
HaXOJKY, paay KOTOPOH s Bac BbI3BAJI CIOJa, CBSI3BIBAI0 MIMEHHO ¢ HUM. [Iporiearei Houblo anmapa-
Typa HaOJIO/IATENIbHBIX TJIAHEPOB 3a(pUKCUPOBasIa CTHIUKY OTPsIIa KHs3sI C HEeM3BeCTHHIMU. KHshke-
CKMM BOMHAM YAAJIOCh TIPOPBATBCS U CKPHIThCA B 3aMKe. — OH pacraxHyJ 1Bepb, HU3KO IMPUTHYJICS
U, LIETUISISICh HOXKHAMM 3a KOCSIK Y3KOTO IIPOEMa, BBIILIEN B TYMAHHYIO HOUb. Jlok1acs KoJuier, Ipo-
JOJDKWII, Ky/a-TO WX Bells: — $1 mMpocMOTpen 3anuch, ¥ MeHsl YAMBWIIO TIOBEJCHUE HalaJaBIINX, UX
He MpoecCUOHAN3M, KaK B KOJUIEKTUBHBIX, TaK ¥ B MIHAWBUAYAIbHBIX JEUCTBUsIX. VI Bce ObI HUYEro,
ec Obl OOBbEKTOM HaraeHusi ObUT Obl HEOOJBIIION TOProOBbIA KapaBaH, a TYT BOMHBI CAMOTO KHSI34,
0 YeM HaraJaBIre He MOIJIM He 3HaTh. YTPOM TOTO K€ AHSI OCMOTPEI MECTO CTBIYKH U OOHAPYKHUII
9T0! — OH yKa3ajl Ha MPUBSA3AHHYIO HEBJAJIEKe K MOBAJIEHHOMY Oypeil JepeBy JIoma/ib, C KaKOU-TO
MOKJIA)KeH, IEPEKMHYTON Yepe3 CeaJIo.
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[Nonmonmm k moHypo crosimeMy kuBotHOMY U Kop ¢ JlaBoMm, yBuaenu, 4to oOHapyKuIl mpo-
IIeAmM JHeM MopT: TeJ1o OruoIIero B CXBaTKe YesloBeKa, Cy/sl 10 KaYeCTBY I0CHIEXO0B, JOCTATOYHO
YCHEIIHOTO BOMHA, XOTS U HE TAHYBLIETO Ha PhILIAPCKOE 3BAHUE.

— U B yem HeoObIYHOCTH 3TOrO Tpyna? — JlaB cierka MmoMOPIIMIICS OT MCXOASIIEro 3araxa
Y OTOIIEJT Ha HECKOJIBKO 11aroB Hazal. OH Obul pazouapoBaH. — CMEpAUT, Kak-TO Y. ..

[TpumepHO TaKylo K€ peakluio TeJIo MoruoIero BouHa Bei3ajio u 'y Kopa.

— Nmenno, Jla! — Moprt, He oOpaiiiasi BHUMaHMS Ha 3amax, MOoIIe K Jiormaau. Oroiui KUCTh
youToro, v, BKJIIOUMB (pOHAPUK, ocBeTHII. — CmoTpute! CMOTpUTE BHUMaTebHee !

Komnneru BoiHY X 1eHbI ObUIM BEPHYTHCSI, U OHH yBUIEH !

— Ho emy ke, — BockMkHyJ1 yausieHHO Kop, — He meHee Hepenu!

— W g npuien K TakoMy ke BbIBOLY! — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO 3aKJIIOUMJI JOBOJIbHBIN ITPOU3BE/IEH-
HBIM 3pdexToMm MopTt. — Ho mocmoTpute Ha paHbl, OT KOTOpbIX OH moru®! W obparute Ha ciepl
yapoB Ha JI0CHEXax, OHM CBEXHEe! — OH MOMOJYal, MOTOM 3aKOHYMJI CO CTPAaHHOM MHTOHALMEn
B rojioce: — DTO HaBOJUT HAa HEKOTOpPbIE BEChbMa CEelM(PUUECKUE Pa3MBIIUIEHUs, BOT MOYEMY $
u BbI3BaJI Bac! Teno HeoOxomumo goctaButh B LleHTp! U ernie: kakue-To Joau CTIruBaoTcs K boot-
HOMY 3aMKY KHS341.

— K 3amky kHs3517? — MammHaiIbHO niepecnipocui, Kop, 3akoHunB ocmotp tena. — Ho 3auem?

— 3aueM, Mbl IOIIMEM, KOT/Jja y3HAeM — KTO OHH? — IpOoOypYasl yCTABIINIA OT HEOKUAAHHOCTEN
stoil Houu JlaB. — [laBaiiTe rpy3uTh 3TOT HEOOBIYHBIN TPYI, & TO CKOPO yTpO. TONBKO yHmakoBaTh
HYKHO IJIOTHee. YTo 3a BpeMsl HaCTYIWJIO, CIUIOIIHbIE 3arajJKu. . .

Mopr noxain miedyamu, ¥ TOT, He HailJl COUyBCTBUSI POJOJIKUIL. — XOPOILO, TPY3 5 TOCTABJIIO
npsimo ceityac! Mens BbizBait KooparHatop, XoueT y3Hathb O NOJIOKEHUN B MOEM CEKTOpE, BOT U pa3-
PEIII BOCIIONB30BAThCSI BEPTOIETOM. S OBUT yiKe B IyTH, KOT/1a MeHs BbI3BaJI Thl, MopT, 1 Koopnu-
HATOp TMepeHec BcTpedy. S ceifvac Jiedy K Hemy, U Oyay IPOCUTh O BCTpeue ¢ HaOmoIaTesIsiMu Bcex
CEKTOPOB 30HbI, B MOeM LIeHTpe, Hy ckakeM 3aBTpa B 3TO K€ BPEMsl, — OH BOIIPOCUTEILHO ITOCMOTPEI
Ha KoJuter. Te COmacHO KUBHYJIN.

— Torna nopa.

Onu BepHyauch B u30ymky. JlaB m Kop Habpocunu Ha muieun JOpoxkHble CyMKUA. MopT mo-
XO3SIICKM 3aracuil OrapoK CBEYH, CIIPSATAI B KAKYIO-TO IIIeJNb, MEK/1y OpeBeH, M OHH BBIIILIN MO HA3-
Koe HouHoe He0o. CBeT JIyHbI e[jBa MpOOMBAJICs CKBO3b TOJICTBIE 00JIaKa, U3pe/IKa pa3pbiBaeMble pe3-
KMMHU MTOPBIBAMHU JIEASHOTO BeTpa. MopT MojBe JIOMIa/b K CTOSIIEMY B IEHTPEe HEOOBIION MOJISTHBI
KPOXOTHOMY BeproseTy. TiiateabHo cBsi3al pyKM U HOTHM TpyIia IIPOYHOM BEPEBKOM, U JIMILb 3aTEM
TUIOTHO 3aBEPHYJT TeJI0 B OOJIBIION IJ1a11l, 0OMOTaJl BEPEBKOM HECKOJIBKO pas.

Hab6monaromue 3a aeiictBusiMu MopTa KOJJIery 3aCThUIM B U3YMJICHUH.

— 3auem!? — TonbKO U cymen npousHectu Kop.

[TeixTs1, MOpT nogHEC TSKETBIN TIOK K BEPTOJIETY, MPOCYHYJ B Y3KYI0 1Bepb. JIioau moaxBaTuiu
Y BTSIHYJIM BHYTPb MAIlIHBI.

— 3auem? — TOBTOPHJI MOPT OTABIIIABIIUCH. 3aKOHUMII O3 MPOHUH, OYeHb CEPhe3HBIM rOJIO-
com: — 3arem, 4TOObI BBl CITIOKOWHO j1071eTenu. He HpaBsiTcsi MHe Xozsiune MepTBelbl. — M, He naBas
Pa3BUTHCS HEJIOBKOH Tay3e, 3aMeTHJT 03a00UeHHO, IS/ Ha OBICTPO peICIONIUiA IOl HATIOPOM BETpa
TyMaH: — Bam nyurie nepexaars, Jlap! Ciauikom cuiibHbIN BeTep!

Ho 1ot yxe Bkimounn neurarens. Kop MaxHyi Ha IpoIiaHue pykoii, Ipy 3TOM ONACIUBO B3MJIsI-
HYJI Ha TIOK U 3aKPbLT JBEPLLY.

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OT 3€MJIM OTOPBAJICSI TEMHBIN IIap BEPTOJIETA U PACTBOPUJICS B HOU-
HOM HeOe. UyTb Mo3sKe MOCIBIIAIOCh YIASIONIeecs: YaBKaHbe KOHCKUX KOMBIT B OOJIOTUCTOM TPyHTE
1 BCE CTUXJIO.

IMopsiB BeTpa MpUHEC Ha OCTPOB 3JIOBOHHOE JbIXaHUE THIJION BOfibl. COBCEM PSIZIOM pa3iasioch
KYTKOE YXaHbe, YTO-TO OOJIBIIIOE 3aBO3KIIIOCH B Oe3/10HHOM Tonu. HeBaneke GeciiryMHO BCITYX U JIOT-
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HYJI C TJ[yXMM 3BYKOM U OMEP3UTEIbHBIM 3aI1axoM OOJIBIION MYTHBIH ITy3bIpb. TPEeBOKHO KapKHYJIa
COHHAsI MITUIIA, ¥ BCE YCTIOKOMJIOCh. HaneTeBmuii BeTep pa3opBai Ha KOPOTKOE BpeMs HU3KHE Ty4H,
Y XOJIOIHBIIA CBET JIYHBI yIaJl Ha OCTPOB.

OcToposkHast TeHb BBIIVISIHYJIA U3-32 TOJICTOTO CTBOJIA BsI3a, METHY/IACh K BHIBOPOUEHHOMY ypa-
raHOM JIEpeBY, CHpATAIACh B sIME I10]] YPOAJIMBBIM KOPHEBULIEM. 3amepJia, IPUCITYIINBAsCh K 3BY-
Kam 60510T. [IpoObLia B siMe HEJOJITO, YeM-TO TPOMBIXHYJIA, M TOSIBUJIACH U3 MpakKa, Jepka B pyKax
3a:KeHHBIN (poHapp. YesnoBek MoaHsu1 poHAph HAJl TOJIOBOM U, NOJEPXKAB CEKyHIY, OIyCTUJ, PH-
KPBIB CBET pykol. Tak oH mponenan Tpukabl. M 3a007049€HHBIN JieC OTBETUII: TOCTBIIIAINCH XJTO-
TMAloIHe IIary, TPECK pa3ABUraeMbIX CYUbeB, M U3 MpaKa damoObl BHIOPAIOCh KAKOE-TO CYIIECTBO,
3aKyTaHHOE B JAJMHHBINA Tuiail. ClieoM, ouTH HACTyMasl Ha MSITKY NIEPBOMY, ABUTAJIOCH €1e OHO,
MIOTOM, C HEOOJBIIIMM UHTEPBAJIOM Ha MOJISTHY BBIOPAJIHCH e1lie HECKOIBKO (DUTyp, BEChbMa OT/IAJIEHHO
HaIOMMHAIOUIMX JIIOZEH.

Yenosek ¢ poHapeM HEKOTOpOEe BpeMsl IPUCMATPUBAJICS K IPUILIEblaM, Y3Hal, TOPOILJIMBO
Opocuicst HaBcTpeuy. Heckonbko pas eiBa He ynaji, 3allelUBIIICh O KOPHH AepeBbeB. OCTaHOBUIICS
niepes nNepBoit (pUrypo, MoAHsII Ha ypOBEHb Jiila (DOHAphb: YBUAE JIEACHSIIUI B3IJIsIT CBOETO Ioc-
TO/IMHA, U CJIOBA 3aCTPSUIA B TOpIie.

— I'me JKara! — nmpousHec SBUBIIMICS M3 Mpaka 4ejoBeK rojiocoM bemna u otoOpan y Hero
¢ponaps. — Marmap, rae Kara!

— l'ocnonuH! — gposkaiM OT cTpaxa rojxocom npousHec Jlarmap, HO YyBCTBOBAJIOCh, YTO OH
OOMTCS HE CBOETO XO35MHA, a Yero-To JPYroro, CKpeITOro B Iym TeMHoro jieca. — Onu, tam! Te,
YTO OCTAJIUCh B... JKUBBIX, FTOCTIOAWH!

— Tak 30BH, 3TUX MEP3KUX, TPYCIUBBIX TBaper, JJormap! 30Bu! — 3710 mpopbIuai OH v POTSAHYI
ciyre poHaps. — U mycts TOponstes, Jormap!

Cryra ToporuMBo cxBaTuil (DOHAPh U CKPBUICS B TEMHOTE, JIMIIb YaBKAOIIAS MO CAlloraMu
IPsA3b U TPECK THIJIBIX BETOK YKA3bIBAJIM €r0 MyTh. DTO MPOAOIKAIOCH HEAOJTO: MOCBIIIANICS HEeMo-
HATHBIA KPUK, ¥ B TEMHOTE TYCKJIBIM ISTHBIIIKOM 3aCBETHJIOCH OKOIIKO MaciistHoro ¢oHapsi. I1pbi-
rafoiree MsATHBIIIKO OBICTPO BO3BPAIAJIOCH, 4 32 HUM U3 TUIIMHBI JIOHECTIACh TSKeNask MOCTYIb, YyTh
M03%e BeTep MPUHEC BOJHY FHUJIOCTHOTO 3araxa. ..

Benn moMopIuiics, HEXOPOIIO YXMBUIBHYIICS, HE 000paunBasich, IPUKA3a:

— Heiip, JIym! Tpurorossre apOanetsl c TEMU crpenamu!

Venbiman 3a CIMHOW COTIeHUE U CKPUIT B3BOIUMBIX apOasieToB. [IepBbiM, ¢ OOIBITUM OTPHIBOM
OT OCTaJIBHBIX, TOJOIIIEN 3arbIXaBiuiics Jarmap.

— T'ocionuH, onn uayT! Bee, uto ocranuck nocie 6ost!

Benn KMBKOM OTITYCTHII €70, M OH CIPATAJICA 32 €ro CIMHOW. Besut ciblman, Kak OH CTy4uT
OT cTpaxa 3y0amHu, IOBOJIbHO YABIOHYJICS, ITyCTh CTY4HUT, 3TO He BaxkHo! Celivac, IIaBHOE, BOPBAThCS
B 3aMOK, rje Haxogutcst Papr! EMy n010Xuim, 9To YeaoBeKa MOX0kKero Ha IMOXUTUTEIsST KAMHSsI, CXBa-
THJIM JTIIOOW KHSA351, M yBeJM B BONOTHBINA 3aMOK, 3HAUMT, KaMeHb y Hero, y KHs3s! Bemt B sipoctu
3acKpuries 3y0amMu: U Ha 3TOT pa3 MoOHCY noBe3no, Ho 310 HeHajgonro! EMy ectb, YeM OTBETUTH
HEHABUCTHOMY KHS310, U OH OTBeTUT! OueHb cKopo oTBeTUT! besut mpoiien ere HECKOIbKO 1Iaros
Y OCTaHOBUJICS.

TeHnu ogHa 3a Apyroil BO3HMKaIM M3 Mpaka. VX oka3ajioch NATHAAATh, 1 OHU MEJJIEHHO,
HO HEOTBpATUMO MpuOmkamuch. Korga 1o HUX octanoch METpOB JiecsiTh, besn cOpocit ¢ TOJIOBbI
KaIoIIOH, BCKMHYJI PYKY C JKe3JIOM B HarpasjieH!H unynmx. [Ipokpuyan cBuperno:

— Croiite! Hu miara Gosbline! — B3MaxHyI 5Ke3/10M, IPOBO/ISI HEBUIVMYIO YEPTY, U MPUIIICAIINIE
U3 Mpaka MOHSUTH, OCTAaHOBIJIMCH. — BBl He Mpolum ucnbiTanue KpoBbio! — rasa Bena 6e3ymHo
CBEpPKHYJIM B TeMHOTe. — He cymenu 3axBatuThb Kypbepa! OH npopBajics TyAa! — OH KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY,
r7ie B IIyOuHe O0JIOT pa3Melnascs 3aMOK KHs3s1i MoHca.

— IloBenuresnp, MO3BOJIb CKa3aTh, — IPOXPHUIIENIO HE YEJIOBEYECKUM TOJIOCOM CYILECTBO, 3aKO-
BaHHOe B OpoHI0, HO Besn nmpepsai:
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— Thl TOTOB BHINIOTHUTH MOW mpuKa3 JKarn!? BemomHuTh, BO 4TOOBI-TO HU cTasio! MIHave Thi
HUKOI/Ia HE TIOYYHUIIIb. . .

— Jla, Mo¥i oBenuTeNb! — MOKOPHO OTBETCTBOBAJIA (pUTypa INIyXUM TOJI0COM. — S BBINOJHIO
moOOo TBOH MPUKa3, OBEIUTEIN! — CYIIECTBO COPOCHJIO TIIAII, CKJIIOHUIIO TOJIOBY, MTPUXKAJIO JIEBYIO
PYKY K TOMY MECTY, IJie y YeoBeKa cepaie. B cBere ¢oHaps Tyckiio GnecHys1a OpoHs HaHIMpsI.

— Ja, BbimonHMIIb! 3aBTpa, B 3TO e BPeMs, Ha STOM MECTe Thl OTy4UIIb TpUKa3 oT JJormapa
Y BBINOJTHUIIG ero! 1o Oyner Mol npukasz! — Best ObuT 10BOJIEH, €ro MyIaH Havasl BOIUIOIIATHCS
B KU3Hb. VI HEe BaXXHO, YTO 3TU aJOBBI OTPO[bsi, BOCCTABILEE U3 TJI€HA C €r0 MOMOIIbIO, UCUE3HYT
U3 3TOr0 MHUpa ele pa3, ObITh MOXET, Ha 3TOT pa3 HaBcerda. Ilycts. Tak Oyaer jydie ajs BCex.
['maBHOE, Y4TO OHM CHIENAIOT, TO, O Ye€M He JIOTa/IbIBAIOTCS, HO TAKOBA UX CyapOa. Best He UCTIBIThIBAT
K HUM HH JKaJIOCTH, HA CokaieHus1. Tak JI0/KHO ObITh U Tak Oynet. Ero mpicib paboTasa JyeTko, pac-
cyaouHo. U oH kecTKo MOBTOpUJI: — BoimoHuib! A 1oka — Uy, TOTOBbCS K CPAKEHUIO ! — B3IIISHYI
Ha cbexuBinerocs JJormapa. — Uau 3a Humu!

— lNocriojun! Tomaau! — ciyra 6pocuics Ha kojeHu. — S Gosbie He Mory ¢ Humu! 51 ux...
6010Ch !

Benn Haxmypusicst, HO caepxaiicsi. O4eHb YK UCKpEHHE MPO3BYYasIO MTPU3HAHUE €ro CIYTH.

— Tonpko HAOMONAN U3ATH, U KJIM MOETO MpHKa3a, s npununo ero ¢ Jlymom! Iepenaris ero
Karny, u mpocieauis 3a ero ucrnoiHeHreM! VIX Hesb3s1 OcTaBATh Oe3 npuriisjaa, [Jormap! — Hetep-
NeJIMBO MaxHyJs pykoi: — Bee, uau, 3a Humu! Haiigy mMecto 11 jarepst 1 OCTaHOBU 3TO OTPOJbE,
a TO TaK W OyayT UATH. ..

Poittaps, TeM BpeMeHeM, TIOBEpHYJICS, MaxHYJl PyKOM, CTOSIIM Tepel HUM CyIIeCcTBaM, Kak
Y OH, BOCCTABIIIMM M3 MOTHWJI U CKJIETIOB C TIOMOIIbIO Besta, 1 MajeHbKuid OTpsi OTCTYNWT Hazas,
PacTBOPUMIICS BO MIJie OOJIOTHBIX UCTIApeHUi. Besut mprcTynui K JeHCTBUSAM. ..

Beicanus no mytu Kopa, JlaB 6e3 mpouciiecTBuii 1o0paics 1o pesujaeHmu KoopauHaropa
MO3JHEN HOUBIO, U TIEPBBIM JIEJIOM CIaJl B JTaOOPATOPUIO T'Py3, MOSICHUB €ro MPOMCXOXKIEHUE U Olla-
ceHus 1o 3ToMy nosoay Mopra.

Bcerpeua ¢ kooparHaTOpoM He coCcTosach. B cBeTe MpokeKTOpOB, OH YBUJEJ €r0 Ha B3JIETHOW
IUIOIIA/IKE, CafsAIIMMCS B MOILHBIN BepToJieT. BMecTe ¢ HUM rpy3uiiach JeKypHas TpyIia B yCUJIEH-
HOM cocTtaBe. KoopauHatop oTOBUI 110 3KCTPEHHOMY BBI3OBY, M YCIIE JIMIIIb [TOMaxaTh PyKOM Ha Mpo-
IaHre. Yke 1O paiyu cooOIIMII, YTO BCTpeva MEepeHOCUTCS] Ha Bevep clieaylomiero aHs. BooOme
Ha Oa3e mapuia HepBO3Hasl aTMocepa, BEPOSTHO B KAKOM-TO CEKTOpe OOCTaHOBKA OOOCTPHIIACH
10 Tpejiena, XOTsl HUKTO, HUYEro TOJIKOM CKa3aTb HE MOT.

JlaB He cTan 3aepKrBaTbhCS B PE3UICHLIMU KOOPIMHATOPA, U, yTOBOPUB JUCIIETYEPA 1aTh EMY
Ha TMapy YacoB MMOCBUIBHBIN BEPTOJIET, OTOBLT BOCBOSICH.

Hacrynuno pannee ytpo, korjga JlaB nocaiui MallvHy Ha TOJISIHY HEAAJIEKO OT CBOETO POIO-
BOTO 3aMKa, 1, 33/1aB MalllMHe POrpaMMy BO3Bparta, Mouies B ycJIoBIeHHOe MecTo. OH OueHb JIIOOUT
JIeTaTh, U MOT MPU3EMIIMTBCA MPSAMO BO JBOPE 3aMKa, HO MHCTPYKLIMS CTPOrO perjiaMeHTHpoBaa
MPUMEHEHNE TEeXHUYECKUX CPENCTB, B CIyvae, €Clv, CBUICTEISIMUA MOTJIA ObITh a0OpUTEHbI, U TIPH-
XOIOWJIOCH C ITUM cuuTathes. [lepecynoB o cTpaHHOM rpadpe U ero rocrsix XxBarauo U Tak.

Ero HUKTO He BCTpevasl, HO K CTBOJTY HEOOJBIION Oepe3KH yke ObLT MPHUBSI3aH €ro JIOOUMBIH
OCe/IJIAaHHBII KOHb. BCKOUMII B ceJ10, TPOHYJI 3aCTOSIBIIETOCS CKaKyHa, U B 9TO BpeMsl HaJ| TOJI0BOM
OecIyMHO IpoJieTesia KarieoOpasHasi MaiuHa. JIaB ¢ rpycThio Mpocyean 3a MoJIeTOM JIETKOTO Bep-
TOJIETA.

OH BbIexas U3 pe/IelolIero yTPEeHHEro TyMaHa Ha €/1Ba IPUMETHYIO TPOIIMHKY U YCJIbIILIAJ TOKa
elle TUXUI 3BOH KeJe3a, U KOHCKUH ToroT. Ero jxaanu, HaBcTpeuy ckakasla KOHBOMHAs AECATKA.
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— IpuroroBs Masblii 3a npueMoB! — npukasan JlaB ciyre, CIycTsl YeTBepTh 4Yaca, Tpesich
y KamuHa. [IoBepHyJICs K HauaIbHUKY CTpaky: — BpICTaBb yCHIIEHHBIE KapayJibl HA JOPOrax, BEyIIUX
K 3aMKy ¥ BHyTpH qBopa! [TpoBeps Bce cam! ¥V Hac OymyT oueHb IOYETHBIE TOCTH !

Havansauk CTpa’ Xy MOJI4Ya BBICJTYIIAJI ITPUKA3, HUYEM HE BbICKAa3aB YAWBIJICHUA, U OTIIPABUJICA
€ro BBINOJTHATh. 32 HECKOJIBKO JIET CIIyKObl y rpaca JlaBa OH MPUBBIK K HEOKUIAHHOMY TOSIBJICHUIO
CTPaHHBIX TOCTEH, U TeNepb ero ObUIO TPYIHO YEM-JTHOO YIUBUTb.
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I'nasa 7

JlaB otnasn pacnopsikeHus, Ok AJICS, KOI/a HOCJAEHUH CIyra CKpoeTcsl 3a JBEpPbIO U, OO 15
K CTEeHe, Ha/IaBIJI 3aMAaCKMPOBAHHYIO IO LIBETHOE BKpAIIeHWe B KAMEHb KHOIIKY C IATYMKOM pac-
TMI03HABATEJIs, OTKPbLI KPBILLIKY ITyJIbTa YIPABICHNS M BKJIIOUMII CUCTEMY Oe3011acHOCTH 3aj1a. Ternepb
9TO MOMEIIEHHE CTaJI0 a0COMIOTHO HEI0CATAeMBIM M3BHE. BepHyJIcs K meperoBaprBaloMcs MexXIy
COOOM TOCTSIM.

— Bce roroBo, KoopauHarop, MoxHO HauMHaTh! — 0OpaTHIICS OH K CHASIIEMY BO IJIaBe CTONA
YeJIoBeKy, ycaxkuBasich B Kpecjo. Mopt u Kop cornacHo KMBHYIH.

YenoBek, 0OaueHHbII B CKPOMHBIN, HO CO BKYCOM CIIHTBI KOCTIOM BEJIBMOXH BBICOKOTO
paHra, OTCTaBUJI B CTOPOHY OOKaJI, TPOMOKHYJI cayipeTKoM ryosl:

— Xoporo, nepeieM K Jenam, TeM Oosiee YTo ecTh, O YeM MOrOBOPHTh, @ BPEMEHU OYEHb
Masio! — cortacuiicst Koopaunarop 30Hbl. OH TOJBKO 4TO MPUOBLI, HO HaOmoaatesbHblid Kop 3ame-
THJI, YTO KOOPMHATOP IPU BXOJIE B 3aJ1 OPOCUJI OBICTPBIN B3I HA KAMUHHBIE YacChl, M MOHSJI, YTO
BCTpeya OyAeT HeIOJroi, YTo TOT cpasy ke noarsepant. — C BalIMMu IOKJIaJHBIMHU 51 KPaTKO O3Ha-
KOMMUJICA, ¥ COCTaBUJI HEKOTOPOE MPEJICTaBJIEHHE, O TOM, C KAKUMH TPYJHOCTSIMH Bbl CTOJIKHYJIMCH
B CBOMX CEKTOpax 3a MOCJIEAHUE MeCsLpbl, — IOCMOTpes Ha cuisiiero Hanpotus Mopra: — Haunem
C TBOEro cekTopa, Mopt. Hazio npusHats, uyto opranusanus Cara, Kak, BIIpoueM, U KHs13s1 MoHca oka-
3aJIMCh 3aMEYaTeIbHO 3aKOHCITMPUPOBAHHBIMU, U Mbl Y3HAJIM 00 UX CYLIECTBOBAHUM CPABHUTEIBHO
HEJJABHO, a 3aMHTEPecoBaJla HaC 9Ta MApoyKa, TeM, 4To KHA3b MoHc, nim Kac, kak oH ce0s1 Ha3blBaeT
ceifyac, MpOsIBUJI HETIOHATHBIN UHTEPEC K JieKaplo. BOT ToibKo yeM 0OBSICHUTB 3TOT UHTEpec? — OH
nocMotpes Ha Mopra u ToT noHs1, yro y Koopaunaropa ectb cooOpaxeHust o 3TOMy BOIpPOCY. —
Yro ke 3acTaBMIIO KHs3s1 00paTuTh BHMMaHue Ha Cara? — 3agan Koopnunarop Borpoc, HA K KOMY,
KOHKPETHO He oOpalasch U nNpoao/ukuil. — He noneiTka ju jekaps JOObITh KPUCTAJLT ONEPaToOpoOB,
C MOMOMIBIO KOTOPOro, OH HAaMepeBaJICsl BEPHYTh MarucTpa B Halll MUp?! — IpoJoJikas paccyxJarh,
KOOPIMHATOP MpHUryomn u3 6okana. — Ecim ata Bepcus BepHa, a Ipyroro oObsICHEHUs Y HAC HeT,
TO MOHATEH MHTEPEC K HEMY KHs351, KOTOPOMY BO3BpAILlEHHE MarucTpa COBEpIIEHHO He HYXKHO, TaK
Kak K rudenu maructpa Hopma oH umeer, cyas 1o BceMy, HeocpecTBeHHoe oTHomeHue! Tak uto
OT HEro cjeayeT OXUIaTh PEIMTEIbHOro NnpoTtuBoAercTBus! Pagu noctrkeHus Lenu OH HORIeT
Ha Bce, TeM OoJiee 4To y Hero HeT BbiOopa! DTo oueHb yMHBIN U TMOKUE yenoBek! Car HaxomuTcst
B CMEPTEJIbHOM OMACHOCTH! — OH OKMHYJI B3IVIS110M COOPABIIMXCS, OTMETUJI Ha JIMLIAX KOJIJIET COMHe-
HHE, YCMEXHYJICA. — $1 cKaTo M3J0KWUII 3Ty UCTOPHIO, U TMPOIIY MPUHSATh €e B TaKOM Buje, Oosee
IIPOCTPAHHO M JIOKA3aTeIbHO HET BPEMEHU OObSCHSATD, OBEPBTE, Jiejia 00CTOAT UMeHHO Tak! Ono-
CPeIOBAaHHO MPOJOJIKAETCS TPOTUBOCTOSTHUE MarucTpa ¢ KHsA3eM BOT U Bee!

INocnenusas ppaza KoopauHatopa Bbi3Basa y JlaBa Jjierkoe HeJOyMeHHUE. Y HEro CJIOKHIOCh
Brievarienue, yro Koopaunaropa u kHsA3s MoOHCa B MPOILIOM, B OYEHb JIAJIEKOM IPOLIOM, YTO-TO
CBSI3bIBAJIO, HO OH, IO KAKOW-TO MPUYMHE, yMATYMBAET 00 3TOM, M HE JaeT MOJTHON MH(OpMaIHK.
Bnpouem, emy, Koopaunaropy, BuiHee, 4To TOBOPUTh, 2 O YEM YMOJIYATb.

— Koopnunarop! — Bocrione3oBaiicst Kop nay3oit. — Cyas 1o Bcemy K 3TUM COOBITUSIM UMEET
otHomeHue v Hekuil Papr, — Toxe BecbMa 3arajjouHas JMuHoOcTh! Komanaup reapaeiickoit cotHu,
Y TaliHbI{ MIOCJAHHUK KOPOJIsA, 32 KOTOPbIM ITpocMaTpuBaercs purypa Koposeckoro yiekaps [ura!
U stot ®apr, Kak BHISICHIIOCH, OBUT IOCTIAH C 3aJaHIEM, JOOBITh 000! IIEHOH KPUCTAILT 13 Kaluina
IIPEArOPHOrO IJIEMEHH, N0 O(UIMATIBHON BepCUU HEOOXOAMMOro 1 jedeHus kopons! Yto sto —
COBMAJICHUE WM CTpEMJIEHHMEe COUTh KHS35 CO Cliefia, ¥ 32 BCEM 3TUM CTOMT Bce ToT ke Car?.. —
B TOJIOCe MPO3ByyYasia TPYAHO CKpbiBaemasi mocana. — Kpucramt reapaeent 100bU1, HO MOTOM Oec-
cienHo ucues. e ceftuac ®apr? Yto 3a KpUCTaLT OH HOOBUT Uy KOTO ceiiyac 3TOT KameHb? Y Bac
€cTh JJOCTOBEpHas MH(pOpMalys 110 3TOMY U304y ?
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— Ha, Takas nH(pOpMaIys ecTb! — pelu MposiCHUTH cuTyarmio Koopaunarop, moHss, 4to qaH-
Hasl UM KpaTKas CIIpaBKa MO TEeKyIlel CUTyalluu He YIOBJEeTBOpuIIa Kojuter. — Jla, 3a BceMu 3TUMuU
Bpojie ObI He CBA3AHHBIMU MEKIY COOON COOBITUSAMU JEUCTBUTELHO cTOUT Jiekapb Car. OH pa3pa-
©0TaJI MJ1aH NOXUILEHHU I KPUCTAIUIA U YCTIEIITHO €ro OCYIECTBIJI YyKMMHU PyKaMU, OCTaBasICh B TEHH,
HO BCE WCIIOPTUJIA CIIyYalHOCTD B JIMIE HEe K MecTy nosiBuBiierocst bemna! Kussio MoHcy HeoObI-
yaitHo nose3iio! CoBepilieHHO CIIyYaliHO K HeMy IoMaJl MOCIaHHUK KOposis, reapaeell Papr, BMecTe
¢ HAIIIMM xpucraiuiom! U g yBepeH, uto nonydenHas ot Papra nungopmaiys ckasaia emy, KTo
3a BceM 3TUM cTouT! Car mpourpa 3ToT payHA KHA3I0, YITyCTUI U3 PYK KPUCTaJL1, HO HE €T0 B 3TOM
BuHa! OngHako 310 He Bce! PackphIB ceOs mepes KHsA3eM, OH MOABEpraeTcs, Kak sl ye TOBOPWII,
cMeprenbHO# onacHocTr! Tenepb KHA3b 3HAET, O €r0 MpeJHa3HAYEeHUH, U HAUHET Ha HEro )KECTOKYIO
oxoty! — Koopaunartop Tsxesno B3noxHy1. — Cara IyT HeJllerkue BpeMeHa! — OH ycTaso rnorep Jioo,
MIOMOTYaJT MUHYTY, OKMHYJI COOPABIIMXCS MPOHULIATEIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM, TPOTOBOPHJI 33/[yMUHBO: —
[Tpumiio BpeMsi aKTUBHBIX JIEHCTBUH, Jpy3bsi! — mocmotpen Ha Kopa. — Te6e, Kop, Hago Haiiti
1 3axBaTUTh Cara, 3TOro TAMHCTBEHHOT'O JIeKapsi! — MoMoJT4al, 1aBast OCMBICIUTh MH(POPMALHIO CBO-
€My COTPYAHHUKY. A Toro npukas KoopauHaropa nopasus, OH NOTEPATH Jap peuu. Takoro 3ajaHus
€My elle He PUXOANUJIOCH MotyydaTh! 1o cux mop riaBeHCTBOBaIa JOKTPUHA MSTKOr0, HE3aMETHOTO
BMeltnaresnberBa. Y Bapyr. .. KoopauHaTop noHsu1 COCTosiHME NOAYMHEHHOT 0, osicHWL: — [ocTapaiics
B3sITh O3 HACWUJIMSI, Ia)Ke He 3aXBaTHTh, a CKOpee MPUIIIACUThL! — 3aMOJIK Ha CEKYHIy, KOJIeOIsCh,
MOTOM 3aKOHUYMJI TUXUM TOJIOCOM, CJIOBHO OOSICh, UTO MX MOTYT MOJCIYIIATh: — MOXeIIb COOOIIUTD
Cary, 4TO C HUM XOTSIT BCTPETUTHCSA APY3bsi MarucTpa. .. Hopma.

— Hopma? — o3agauenHo nepecrnpocuii Kop.

— Hpy3bs maructpa Hopma, — noBropun Koopaunarop TBepabiM ronocom. — Ilpocnenunb
3a €ro peakluel, OHa MOJACKaXET JajbHEeHINe TBOU JEUCTBUS, HO ¢ CaToM 5 JOJIKEH YBUIETHCS
He no3ke, yem uepe3 Tpu AHs1! He nozxe, Kop! — nogyman MraoBenue, yrounui 3aaauy. — Eciu on
noTpedyeT MPOBECTH BCTPedy B YKa3aHHOM UM MeCTe — s TOTOB TYy/1a HeMe/IJIeHHO IPUOBITH! — cKaza
1 BHOBb 3acomHeBasicsl. [logyman ¢ MuHyTy, npousHec pe3ko: — Her, cnenaem tak! Yepes nenp s
Oyny y Te0s1 yrpoM B CTOITMYHON pe3uICHIINH, BHI30BU Ha 3TO BPEMSI CBOETO areHTa, 4To 3aHUMAaeTCsl
CaroM. §l MpOMHCTPYKTUPYIO €r0 U caM TMOCTaBIIo 3a1auy !

[ocnenuss ¢paza Obula MpOU3HECEHa TAKMM MPAYHBIM TOHOM, YTO BCE MOHSUTM — B MUpE,
JEWCTBUTEILHO, TPOMCXOIUT, YTO-TO YPE3BbIYAIHOE.

Koopaunatop ornt u3 6okana, moBepHyics k Mopry:

—Tebe, rpacp MopT, — 03ByUIIT OH O(PUITUATIBHBII TUTYJT KOJUIETH C ITY TJIMBBIMHA MHTOHAIUSIMY,
YTOOBI CIJIAJIUTH TATOCTHOE BIIEUATIIEHHE OT paHee CKa3aHHOTO, — HEOOXOAMMO MPOIOJIKATh TUNIOTHOE
HaOJIOIEHUE 3a 3aMKOM Ha 00JIOTE, TaM YTO-TO 3areBaercd KHa3eM MoucoM! HeoOxonumo noaroro-
BUTb OTEPAIMIO 10 0cBOOOkIeHUI0 Dapra, ecii OH ellle TaM, ¥ ¢ HUM He TIPOM30IIUI0 HUYEro I1J10-
XOT0, — OTJAJ1 OH BTOPOU 32 9TOT Beuep HEOXKUAAHHBIN 110 CBOMM MOCEACTBUSIM MpuKas. — M o0si3a-
TesbHO 13bsATh HAIL kpucTtaut, uto oH 10061 y npearopHoro remenu! Ho faeiicTByit 0CTOpOXKHO,
KH$I3b OU€Hb OMAcHbI yesoBek! OH ymeeT MCNob30BaTh CUTy KpUCTaJlla MPOTUB CBOMX BparoB
1 BecbMa Ipeycnen B 3tom! 1 umen ¢ HUM Je10, ¥ XOPOLIO 3HAI0 €r0 CKIOHHOCTh K CHUJIOBBIM JIEi-
creusim! Becbma ycrenmHbIM JeiicTBUAM! — naBas Takue pekoMeHnanmu, KoopauHatop HEBOJIBHO
MIPOTOBOPUJICS, U TIOHSIT 3TO TIO HEJOYMEHHO MEPErIsTHYBIIMMCS HAOTIOATENISIM CEKTOPOB €r0 30HbI.
Onu-To cuntany, uto KoopauHarop eiie He cTapblil YeloBEeK. DTO PO3BYYaIO HECKOIBKO CTPAHHO
u3 ycr KoopauHaropa, HO nepecrnpaiivBaTh HUKTO HE peluics, a ToT npopokan: — Ha noaro-
TOBKY orepanuu faercsi Heyiedisi! I1o roToBHOCTH JOJIOKUTH JTMYHO MHE, MopT! — 00Bes MOgYMHEH-
HBIX OOOAPSIONIMM B3MJISAOM, MoAHsUIcS. — Ha sTom Bce! Bbl JOMKHBI IOHATD, — CUTYalusi 000CT-
PUJIach ¥ BBIXOAUT U3-TIOJ Hatero KoHTpossi! HeoOXomumo npuHATh SKCTPEHHbIE MEpbl, HHAUE MUD
KJET JTMHHBIA TIepHOJ] Xaoca M OECKOHEUHBIX BOWH, O KOTOPBIX YEJIOBEYECTBO YCIENO YKe 3a0bITh!
Heo6wrunbix BoiiH! Hactano Bpems nevicteuii! Y mMbl Oynem permresbHb!

— Koopaunarop, a uto genats MHe!? — HAMOMHWI O ceGe 10 Toro MosvaBimi Jlas.
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Koopnunatop 3amymaicsi Ha CeKyHIY, €ro JIOO HaMOPIIMJICS, TIOTOM MTPOTOBOPHJI, CTapasiCh
HE TI0Ka3aTh pa3apakeHusI:

— [TnorHo HabGmoaatTk 3a bemom. OH He Tak yx U Oe3yMeH, Kak 3To Kaxercs. B ero neiicTBusix
€CThb KaKOK-TO, He TIOHSTHBIN HaM CMbIC]I. MHOTO JIET Ha3a]] 9TO ObLT BeChbMa MPHUSITHBIN B OOIICHUH
YeJIoBeK, eClIi Obl He ero BCTpeva ¢ KHs13eM MOHCOM. ..

— KoopnuHarop, — He Beiiepxai MopT, MOXET BHI. ..

I'y6s1 KoopanHatopa A0OCaaivBO CKPUBWINCH, OH CKa3zal U Tak OOJblle, YeM CJel0BaJlo,
Y TI03TOMY MPOU3HEC TOJIOCOM, B KOTOPOM 3BYy4Yajia pe3KOCTh:

— Bl nonyunim noctatouHo WHGOPMAIIUK /TSl BBITIOJIHEHUS 3a[IaHUsl, — U, KeJlasl CIJI/IUTh
HEJIOBKOCTb, Mmoodemman: — B crenyiomuii pa3 Mbl Bce o0cyauMm nogpodHee. .. [Ipormaiite, apy3bsi!
[TpoBoxath He Ha/1O!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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