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Yacrs nepsas
IIpunnecca I'opominHKa 1 ceMb APaKOHOB

I'maBa 1

— Tax! Hago Bce ormMeHuTs! — CcKa3ail mamysis OECATBI pa3 3a CETONHAIIHEE YTPO, IPOCTHO
paspe3ast CTEMK Ha ThICAYy MaJIEHbKMX KYCOYKOB.

XpyIiKas Tapesika He BblIepKalla Haropa ero CUJIbHBIX PYK U, )KaJIOOHO 3BAKHYB, PaCKOJIOIACh.
[MamyJ1s1 HECKOJIBKO YAMBIIEHHO TIOCMOTPEJ Ha ee OpeHHbIe OCTAaHKH U JJOOKJI, IBBIPHYB CBEPXY HOX U
BWIKY. [larmysnsi y MeHs1 camblil JOOpBIi, HO CErOqHS OH HEpBHUYAJ M3-3a MeHs1. Mama MSTKO yibIO-
HYJIaCh Y BBITAILMJIA U3-TI0J ET0 PYKU OCKOJIKH (hapdopa:

— Ilocyna He BuHOBara, Ckaii. V1 He Haflo Tak nepekuBaTh. JTO TOJIBKO cMOTpUHBI. HUKTO He
00sI3bIBaeT ee BHIXOUTH 3aMYK, Thl Belb 3Haelb! Ho, 3aMeTh, Mbl caMy yCTaHOBHJIH 3aKOH, O KOTO-
pOMy Bce BOCEMHAALIATUIETHUE JEBYIIKH, B KOTOPBIX TEYET KPOBb JPAKOHA, JOJKHbI 3HAKOMUTHCS
C MOTEHIIAAIbHBIMY KEHUXaMH. . .

Mawma obonpsitorie yabiOHynach MHe. HeT, MeHst BoBce He HyKHO ObLIO yroBapuBarh. 51, B OT/Iu-
yMe OT Mallbl, IPEKPACHO MOHMMAJIA, YTO MHE HAYTO HE I'PO3UT. EciM KTO-TO M3 MOJNOIBIX JIOPIOB
IIPUJETCA MHE IO AyILE, s CMOTI'Y OCTaBUTb €0 MOrOCTUTh. A €C/IM HUKTO HE MIOHPABUTCS, IPOCTO
MIOMAIIly PY4KOH JI0 CJIEIYIOLIETO TOAa.

— Ona pebeHok! — kpukHyI nana. — Kakue eii sxennxu, Pu! Eil B KyKkjbl Haio urpars!

— a? — Mama MpOHMYHO NPUNOAHIA OPOBb. — S MOMHIO, KakK 5 B KyKJIbl UTpaJia B €e Bo3pacTe.

[MTana HemHOrO MOOIeAHET U COABUIT MBLI.

— Cepaue Moe, JaBail IPOCTO MPUTBOPUMCS, uTo I'opommHka npudonena, — NpPOU3HEC OH
BKPa/I4MBO, a [IOTOM I'0JIOC MaIlbl ¥ BOBCE CTaJl MEAOBBIM: — A TO BeJlb 51 UX BCEX NPUILUOY K YepTIM
c00aubMM, ITUX KEHUXOB.

— 41 ne I'opommzka! — Bo3amyTuiace 1. — CKOJIBKO MOXKHO 3BaTh MEHS 9TUM AETCKUM IPO3BU-
meM! M xBatut yxe Hazo MHOU Tpsctuchk! f B3pocnas, camocrosTenbHas ApakoHuna! 3axouy —
ynedy 3aBTpa... Kyna xouy. Bor.

— Kyna xe? — B nanuHsIX I71a3ax B3METHYJIMCh TEMHBIE CIIOJIOXU, U 5 JaXe HE Cpa3y MOHsJIA,
YTO OH IPOM3HEC 3THU CJIOBA Ha yJocce. Sl yBuena, Kak Mama IpegypekIaolie MoNIoKIIa JIaJ0Hb
Ha €ro IUIEYO.

Oii, nasky s Bce xke nepersyia. [lana MHoroe MHe Ipoliaj, HO OJUH BEpHbIN CIOCOO BBIBECTH
ero u3 cedsi BCe ke CyIIECTBOBA — MOMNBITATBCS cOeKaTh U3 oMa. HeckonbKo JieT Hazax s yzapana,
TMIOB3JJOPUB C JIeAYIIKOM 13-3a epyH/bl. MHe BOBce He ObLJIO CTpalHO, CKopee Beceso. S MCKynasach
B ’KemuyxxHOM 03epe, modorana ¢ pycajikamu, noodenasna B CToppe, a IOTOM OTIPABUIIACH B TOCTH K
nsine Tapky, rae u ycHyna. [IpocHynack OT rysia roiocoB, B KOTOpOM Oe30IIMO0YHO yraaja CHIbHbINA
U TAKOM JIIOOUMEIN T'OJIOC MOETO OTLIA.

— 4 enpa ¢ yma He comten, Tapk! Pu mecra cebe He HaxoauT. MBI ycrienu BOOOpa3uTh caMmoe
crpamHoe! Jlymanu, ee yHecaIu XUMepsl!

4l cxxanmach B KOMOYEK, Tak CTHIHO cTasto. B ronoce otia nmpoGuBasiack He MPOCTO TPEeBOra WIIH
THEB, B HEM CJIBIIIIAJICS HACTOAIINM yKac. XMMEpBI. .. 3a CBOIO )KU3Hb 5 HE BUJIeJIa HU oiHOU. BepHee,
s BUjIesa, Korja Obl1a COBCEM KPOIIKOM, HO, KOHEYHO, HE 3allOMHIJIa 3TON BCTPEYH.

— Jla BoH oHa, Bama npuHIiecca ['opommHka. [IpeixHer 6e3 3aqHux HOr. U pa3Be XuMepsl He
0OXOMIAT ee ecATON CTOPOHOW? B mpomuislil pa3 oHa UX B TPyXy UCKPOIIHJIA.

S yciplnana, Kak nana B3JOXHYII.

— 3Hao, Tapk. Ho crpamHo. ..
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OT BONHEHHMS €10 TOJIOC JPOTHYI, U 51, 3aIMBAsICh Clie3aMU, OpOCHIIach Tare Ha IIelo.

W BoT ceitvac onsATh 3asBMIIA, UTO yoery. [lake Mama, BCTPETHBIIMCH CO MHOM B3IJISIIOM, OCY K-
JAlolle MoKayaa roJ0BOM.

— JlagHo, — 51 onycTmiia mia3a. — 5 He cTaHy paccrpauBath TeOs, namna. Jlenail Kak XOuellb.

[Tana B300XHYN U 107T0€ BpeMs MOJTYaJl.

— A Tbl caMa X04elIb 3TOro, Mosl IEBOUKa? — TUXO CIIPOCUJI OH.

4 xuBHyna. § mpaena xorena. BoBce He moTomy, 4TO pBajach 3aMyXk, HO MHOIZA B 3aMKe
OBIBAJIO TaK OJIMHOKO. .. MeHs1, KOHEUHO, Bce Joommu 1 OanoBanu. [1ana, Mama u neysiss OyKBaJIbHO
AyIIM BO MHE HE Yasiii, HO y MeHsI He ObUIO Apy3eil Cpeny CBEpCTHUKOB U HE ObUIO OpaTheB WM
cecrep.

Sl TOYHO He 3Hal0, YTO CIyYMJIOCH JIaBHBIM-JIABHO, KOrja mama 3abepeMeHesla MHOW, HO,
KaXeTcsi, YTO-TO CTpaliHoe. bosblie eil He yaaaoch HUKOro poauTh. MoxkeT ObITb, ellle ¥ IO3TOMY
POAUTENH TPSICIUCH HA/I0 MHOM, KaK HaJl BEIMYAUIIMM COKPOBHILIEM.

OnuH pa3 s cayvyalHO MOACIYIaia pa3roBop B rocTHOW. Mama cujierna y narsl Ha KOJIEHSIX,
a OH IJIaJUJI ee 10 pyKe, YCIIOKAuBasi:

— Huyero, Most pagocts. ¥V Hac Briepe/u ele cCOTHU JieT. Y Hac Oyayt emie aetu. [daxe eciu
HeT... Y Hac ecTb [ OpOIIMHKA, y MEHsI €CTh Thl, OOJIbIlIe MHE HUYETO HEe HYKHO... DTO 5 BO BCEM
BuHOBaT. CTpax, KOTOpBIY Thl TOrAA UCTIbITaNA. .. [IpocTtn MeHs!

— 51 naBHO TeOst mpocTuia! — OTBETHUIIA MaMa.

A TIOTOM OHM TIOLIEJIOBAJIUCH, A S YpaJia: HEJIOBKO ObLJIO CMOTPETh Ha 9T0. Mama 1 nara 70 cux
TOp BBINJISLIESIN HE HAMHOTI'O cTapiiie MeHs. Mbl ke JpaKkoHbl, B KOHLIE KOHIIOB, M [TIOYTHU HE CTAPEEM.

Tak BOT, 3aMyX 51 He XOTesla, HO cMOTpuHBI Xotena! Beceno Oyner! IlecHu, TaHIIbI, cOCTSA3a-
HUsI. DTO MOU 3aKOHHBIN MPa3/IHUK, UMelo TpaBo! 7Kamko TONbKO, JeAyllKa yieTea B AMPOXpoH, K
Kopoo. SkoOsl Ha Mokiaa. Ara, 3Hato 51! OH BOJTHOBAJICS ellle cujibHee manbl. M eciv mara ToJIbKo
Ipo3uJICs BCeX )KEHUXOB MOPBATh Ha KYCKH, AEAYIIKA, TOKAIYH, OT yrpo3 cpa3y nepeies Obl K Jey.

— Bugerts 3t0ro He Mory! — OypKHYJI OH, TpoIasick. — BepHych 4epe3 Tpu JHs, YTOObI AyXy X
31ech He Obuto! JIuTe KpoXoTHOE, U3 TIeJICHOK Buepa Bhuie3na! Kakve eil xxeHuxu!

— A eciiu Hapu ocTaBUT KOTO-TO MOTOCTHUTHL? — POOKO CIIPOCHIIA MaMa.

— 51 emy noromy! {1 emy Tak noromry! Bek Oyaer mOMHUTE MOE TOCTETIPUUMCTRBO.

Henynsy mens crporuii! Ho cMesnbiil 1 cuibHbIA. Kak-To Mbl BeuepoM ryisiiu B cay, U HEBECTb
OTKy/Ja HaOe:KaJiu MUCKYHbI — TaK Ae/yJIsl UM BCEM I'OJIOBBI OTKYCHJI, HU OfIMH JIaKe MUKHYTh He ycren!

WTak, 3Ty MasieHbKy10 OMTBY s1 BRIMTrpaia. CIyrv O)KUAAIM TOJIBKO pAaCOPsKEHHSI MOETo OTILIa,
Y BOT OH JIONWJI B3Bap, MOCTaBWJI YaIIKy Ha CTOJI, MOAHSJICS HAa HOTH U TIPOU3HEC:

— ¥V Hac Bce roToBO K BCTpeye?

Herpomko ckazan. § mymana, 4to ycibllllad TOJbKO Mbl C MAMOM, HO B 3aMK€ HEMEJJIEHHO
Hayaaach CyMaroxa, TOYHO 1O BomeOcTBy. CJIOBHO CIIYTH CTOSIUIH, CIIPSTABILKCH 32 ABEPbMU, CKU-
Masi B pyKax TPAIKHY JJis1 YOOPKH, OXaIlKH! IIBETOB, YTOOBI OCBEKUTh TOCTUHYIO, TOKPHIBAJIA U TIICbI,
YTOOBI MPUTOTOBUTH TOCTEBBIE KOMHATHI K NpWieTy rocteil. VI BOT Bce 3acyeTwiuch, 3aderaiu, a
sl HEBOJIHO TOATPHITHYJIA OT HETEPIIEHUsI, HO OBICTPO CHHKJIA MO/ IIPOH3UTEILHBIM MAIMHBIM B3IJIsI-
nom. IlpaBna, OH TYT ke yIBIOHYJCS, MOAOIIEN, OOHSUI, MOLEJOBAI B MaKyIIKy, Kak 4acTo Jesal,
Korja s OblIa COBCEM MAUTBIIIIKOM.

—T'opom... Hapu, Tl Belb y MeHsI yMHasl JeBOYKa?

S KuBHYyJa, 3Hasi HaNlepes1 Bce, YTO OH CKakeT. Takol pa3roBop MPOUCXOAWI MEXy HaMU He
BIIEPBbIE.

— To1 gpakonuna, Hapu. TeGe He HY)KHO TOPOMUTHCA. Thl MMeelh MPaBoO BHIOWPATH JIIOOOTO.
W He BHIOpaTh HUKOTO.

— IlpaBaa, 4TO CHIH KOPOJISL XOUET MPUJIETETh HA CMOTPUHBI?

— IIpaBna. HanblmeHHBIH OONBaH.

— A mutaqiuaii e [mapecos?..
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— DT0 UMS J1ake He YIIOMUHAN! — PBIKHYJT OTell.
— INamna, — paccMesinack s1. — MeHst BooOIie KTo-HUOYIb JTOCTONH?
— YectHo? — mamna npuxai MeHs K cede. — Hukro!
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I'taBa 2

OOBIYHO 51 cOOMpAI0 BOJIOCH B XBOCT, HO Yallle BCETO OHU MPOCTO PACHYILEHHI 10 TuleyaMm, a
CEerofHs1 Mosi ciy’kaHKa Apxa czesaja MHE KpacuByIO IpUuecky. Mama Jocraja IuiaTbe, KOTopoe
CIIVJIM CTIEIMAIbHO K 3TOMY CJIy4Yalo: 30JI0TUCTAs TsDKesask TKaHb, yKpallleHHas 1o JUQy JparoueH-
HBIMM KaMHSIMH, pyKaBa OT/AEJaHbl TOHUAMIIMM KpyXeBoM. SI cMoTpena Ha ceOsl B 3epKajio U He
y3HaBasa. OTTyga Ha MeHs IJIsiena B3pocniasi, cepbe3Has JeBylika. e ta 3a6aBHasi YepHorasas
JIeBYOHKA CO B3JEPHYTHIM HOCOM M SIMOYKOU Ha mpaBoi mieke? Korga s Oputa MajieHbKast, pOauTeu
OYeHb JIIOOWIIU 11eJI0BATh Ty MOIO SIMOUKY.

— Y Hee TBOM IJ1a3KH, — TOBOPUJIA Mama.

— VY Hee TBOU HOC, MBIIIIKa, — CMEsICA IIala.

A sMouKa JtocTajiack MHe, 5 3Haja, oT Moei 6adymku Onun. OHa ymepra, Koraa marna Obut
MAaJIEHbKHMM, a [I0YeMy yMepJia — He 3Hato. IHOria MHe KaKeTcsl, YTO MHE Yero-To HeJJOroBapuBaloT.
Bort 1 mos ryBepHanTKa Po3u, mpuObIBIIas U3 Mupa JIofIeH, B JeHb 3HAKOMCTBA CKa3ala MOel Mame
CTpaHHOE:

— Pana nosHakomuthbest ¢ Bamu, Jiea Mapraputa. O Bac XoasT JiereHabl. Bel ciaciu neByiiex
OT MYUYHUTEJILHOM. . .

— I-m-mm1, — Mama OKOCHJIach Ha MEHsI M MPHJIOKWIIA Taviell K rydam. — B Hamem gome He
MPUHSTO 00 STOM TOBOPUTb.

— U kak gonro B coOMpaeTech CKphIBaTh? — ynuBmiach Posu.

— Ilo kpaiiaeit Mepe, 10 COBEPIICHHOIETHS J0YepH, Korjia ArHapa CTaHeT JOCTaTOYHO B3pocC-
JIOH, YTOOBI IIOHAT.

S nymato, oHM CIUIIIKOM 000 MHe TieKyTcsl. 1 TaBHO He peOeHOK, a MEeHsI CIPSITAJIM TOJT CTEeK-
JITHHBIN KOJITIAK, TOYHO 51 XPYNKHiA 1iBeToYek. Ho Hu4ero, ceroqHs HauHeTcsl B3pocast )KU3Hb!

Tocty cramu cobuparbes Omke K 0Oedy, Koria s yke u3Bejach oT HeTeprieHus. 51 cuuena
B KpecJie, 00sCh MOIIEBEUThCA U TIOMSATH I1aThe, U Nepedupana KapTOuKH, KOTOphIE TOCTIEAHUE
IBa Mecsla, Tocje TOro Kak MHe MCTIOTHUIIOCh BOCEMHAIIaTh, IPUXOAMIN B 3aMOK Hbopr OT sxeHu-
x0B. KapTouek ObI0 CTONBKO, YTO OHU €[1Ba YMEIIAIHNCh B KOPOOKe. 30JI0ThIe KBaAPaTUKX TBEPIOM
OyMaru, YepHble C 30JI0THIM THCHEHHEM, TOHKUE, TOXOXKUE Ha JIETIECTKH, a eIle C 3araXoM IIBETOB —
KaKMX TOJIBKO He ObU1o! fl BriisiapIBaach B MMEHa, MbITAasiCh BCIOMHUTD, BUJIENA JIM s KOraa-HUOYIb
9TUX JIpakOHOB. HO B roCTH MBI JIeTaM pesiko, TO3TOMY 51 CMyTHO TIOMHMJIA TOJIBKO ApeHa Bunapna,
cbiHa npasutens, aa Ceipxka [mapeca, miaanero ceiHa opaa ['apeca, B poILJIoM rojly OHU 3arisi-
AbIBAJTIA K HAM TIO JIeJIaM.

Sl He 3HaJa, KOMY OTell JaJl pa3pelleHue MPUObITh HA CMOTPUHBI, TO9TOMY C HETEPIICHUEM U
BOJTHEHHEM TIOTJISI/IbIBAJIA HAa BXOTHYIO JIBEPb.

[epBbiM npudbLT Apen Bunapn, cbiH Koposist. [lymaio, OH 3Haj, YTO BHIIVISAUT HEOTPA3UMbBIM
B cHsIoIIeM OeioM ofestHuu. $1 He ycrena MOJHSTHCS C Kpecia, Kak OH OKa3aJicsl PSAOM M MPUKa
K ry0aM ThUTbHYIO CTOPOHY MO JIaJIOHH.

— Moe noutenue, jenu ArHapa.

— ApeH... Dm-nopa Bunapa. .. [ paga Bcrpede.

SI3bIK He ciTymasncs OT BOJIHEHMsI, MBIC/IU 3aITyTaIUCh. $1 MombITaiach BCTaTh U €Ba HE HACTY-
NWIa Ha JUTMHHBIA TTOJ0JT. 3aMeTHIa, KaK Mamna CeiuT 32 ApeHOM I1a3aMy XUIITHUKA, CKPECTUB PYKH
Ha rpyad. ApeH MpOTsSHYJ JIAIOHb, YTOOBI O/IEPKATh MEHSI, HO 51 IIPEATNowIa YIAacTh B KPECIIo: Marry
paHblIie BpeMeHHU JIydllle He 3/UTh!

— IIpomry B rocTuHyIo, — pouienTania s cadbiM T'OJIOCOM.

[No sTHKeTY, KOTOPBIA KOrJa-TO COCTABIJIM MOM POIAMTENH, KEHUXH JIOJKHBI ITPEACTABUThLCS,
a TIocJIe JK/1aTh 3a OOLIMM CTOJIOM, TIOKA HEBECTa B COMPOBOXKICHUM POAMTENICH BBIIET UX TOMPH-
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BeTCcTBOBaTh. OHA MMEET MPaBO HEMEAJIEHHO OTIIPABUTh MX IO JOMaM HECOJIOHO XJIeOABINH, €CIIH
MOMMET, YTO HUKTO U3 MOJIOIBIX JIOPOB €M He MOAXOMT.

UYecTHO, MHE XOTEJIOCh IOCTYNUTh IMEHHO Tak ! §I TOJIKOM HU ¢ OIHUM ellle He MO3HAKOMUJIACh,
a cepaue yxe Oyxano B rpyau. Eciy oHM Bce cTaHYT CMOTPETh Ha MEHsl, Kak 3TOT ApeH, OKupast
I71a3aMH, TO, TIOKAIYH, JTy4dIlle cCpa3y BCe OTMEHUTb.

Sl mornsinena Ha mary, KOTOPBI, He OTPbIBasiCh, CMOTpes Ha MeHsi. OH pUMoaHsu1 OpoBb: «Pas-
TOHUM HX TI0 ioMaM, a, ['opommHka?» {1 cxkana ryosl v yrpsMo rokavasa roJIoBOM.

Bropeim npu6sin Eppex Copen, nocne — Ceitpk [mapec. Mama nopomuia mo3gopoBaThesi €
HAlllUM COCEIOM.

— Pana Bunets Te0s, Ceiimx. Kak 3mopoBbe TBoelt mambi? [lepenagaii Jlefipe ot MeHsI cepaey-
HBI NpUBeT!

Onu MuIto HeceoBaIIH, a S, MOTYNHB B3MJISA, Msila B pyKax KapTouku. [Ipu3HaThes, 51 Kak-To
uHave 310 cebe mpencrapisia. dymana, s ceiiyac — yx, pa3BepHych. B3MaxHy JIeBbIM pyKaBOM — U
KEHUXU Y MOMX HOT, B3MaxHY MpPaBbiM PyKaBOM — M OHH XOpOM TeCHH TOI0T. A uto Ternepb? Cuxky,
YTKHYBIINACH B OyMaKKu!

Eppek u Ceiiik OTIPaBUINCh K CTONY, a 51 IOUYBCTBOBaJIa IPUKOCHOBEHNE MaMUHOM PYKU:
OHAa HEKHO TOTJIansIa MEeHS IO IIeKe:

— Hapu, Bbitie Hoc! D10 TBOM AeHb! [IpocTo noBecenuch XOpoIeHbKO!

Sl HeMHOXKO B30OIpMIachk. JIefCTBUTENIBHO, HE CheAsT ke oHM MeHs! [la m mamyns Bcernga
PSIIOM, OH caM KOTO YTOIHO ChecT!

DcreiiH, Xwibauc 1 Jlaropa mokasaanuch MHE TMOXOKHUMU, Kak OpaThs. BbicOkue, cTaTHbIC,
[IUPOKOIUIEYHE, C BIACTHBIMU TOJOCAMH M TPOH3UTEIbHBIMU Ta3aMu. [IpsMO XOTh 3arucOuKd K
HUM Kpenu — rj1e KTo. Haneock, K KOHIy AHS sl UX 3alIOMHIO.

CenpMoOl XKeHHUX OMa3fpiBalL. S MOYTH Yac MpoBena B Kpecie W oTcuiena cede... Bce, UTo
MOHO OTCHIeTh. OH JIOJKEeH ObLT MPUOBITH K 00€/y, HO YTO-TO €ro 3aAepKalo.

Co cBoero mecTta s BUjieNna, Kak MecTh MOJIOABIX JIOPAOB CUIENH 32 CTOJIOM, HATIOMHUHAS CTaTyH
camux ce0si, B pa3roBOpbI He BCTYIAIIH, TOPIIO CMOTPEJIH BIAJTb, & B 9TO BpeMsI €/1a Ha CTOJIe OCTHIBAJIA,
MOCTETNIEHHO 3aBETPUBASIC.

[Nama Toxe mocTeneHHo Tepsil TepreHre. BoT oH pacnpsMuiIcs, TOTOBSICh TMOJOWTH KO MHE,
MPEAJIOKUTh PYKY U BecTH K crony. [Toxoxe, mpuaeTcss 0O0OMTUCH IIECTIO KeHUXaMu. YTo X, Tak
Jacke Jryudiie!

B 310 Bpemsi 1Bepb pacraxHyaach 1 yepe3 opor Kydapem BIIeTelT MOJIOZION JIOPI] — OH 3aITHYJICS
U efiBa yaepskaics Ha Horax. Yygom He pyxXHyJI Ha KOJIEHH, HO B MOCJIETHIO CEKYH/y CyMes BBIPOB-
HSATBCS, OTTOJIKHYBIIUCH OT T0J1a KOHYMKAMH TaJIbLIEB.

OTpsixHyJICSI, BBITSIHYJICSI, HAKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, TIPUBETCTBYSI, M IIarHyJl MHE HaBcTpedy. ['ocTh
ObLT YEPHOBOJIOCHIM, TOHKMM, TMOKUM M HE TaKUM IIUPOKOIIEYNM TMIAaHTOM, KaK OCTaJbHbIe MOU
keHuxu. JImo Henmb3st ObUIO HAa3BaTh KPACHBBIM, HO ObLTa B HEM KaKas-TO MpUTAraTebHas CHa,
KOTOpasi 3aCTaBJIsa B3IJISI CHOBA M CHOBA BO3BPAIIAThCs, M3yYast €ro YepThl. PasmisapBaTh y3Kue
CKYJIbI, TyOBI CTpaHHOM (DOPMBI — y3Kasi BEPXHsIsl M TTOTHOBATast HUKHSSA, psiMoid Hoc. Ha 1106 maganu
BCKJIOKOYEHHBIE TPSI/IN BOJIOC.

TocTh cMOTpen Ha MeHs1, HO BOBCE HE TeM, YK€ 3HAKOMBIM MHE B3IJISIIOM: « Tak BOT Thl Kakas,
Arnapa!» OH cMoTpes ¢ HenoHATHBIM oT4yasiHueM. OH Gostics. Koro xke? Heyxenn mens?

A B crenymolyio CeKyHIy s eBa He 3akpuyana. O6epHynach 3a MOMIEPKKON K POAUTENIAM,
HO OHM HUYEro He 3amevasnd. [lama morssabiBai yrpioMo, HO OH M Ha JIpyrMX Tak cMOTpes. Mama
CMOTpeJIa Ha TOCTS C JIETKOH NMPUBETIMBOM MOMYYyIBIOKOH. A ... 51 Buzmena tak sicHo!

Sl oueHb CMYyTHO MPEJCTABISAI, YTO TBOPUJIOCH B MUPE B TOT TOjl, KOTIa sl poaWiach. 3HAIo,
YTO paHblIle JPAKOHBI HE OOIIATINCH C JIOJbMH, HO TIOTOM Havajiach BOWHA C XMUMEpaMu, U TOJBbKO
Omaronapsi TIOICPKKe JIIOJIEH HAIlM 3aMKU BBICTOSUTH. PaHbllle Mama He ObUla TpakOHMIIEH, aeTei
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ApakoHaM poXaiy OObIYHBbIE AeBYIIKM. HO oqHaX bl KPOBb ApakoHa MpoOyansIach B Mame. A s —
repBasi UICTUHHAS IPAKOHMILIA, POKIEHHAS 110CJIe MHOTUX JIET.

A e1rie s1 3HaI0, YTO XUMeEPHI €1Ba He YOrT Mamy | narty. OHM yMEIOT CKpBIBaTh CBOI UCTHHHBIN
00JHK, a IPAKOHBI MX HE YyBCTBYIOT. 1 MaMa He 4yBCTBYeT Toxe. A s... OKa3bIBaeTcs, 51 YyBCTBYIO.
U eme kax!

I'naza rocrs, Korga oH MOCMOTPEN Ha MEHSI, CBEPKHYJIU sIpYallIM 3€JI€HBIM LIBETOM, 3aCH N,
TOYHO OTOHBKM B TeMHOTe. OH He ObUT IpaKOHOM, OH He ObLT YesoBekoM. Xumepa! Bot kTo crosit
repeo MHO !

Sl oTKpBLIa POT, YTOOBI KPUKHYTH, MO3BATh HAa TIOMOIIIb, OOBSIBUTH BCEM: «31eCh yOuiila, XBa-
Taite ero!»

UYepHOBOJIOCHIM TApPEHb HE OTPBIBAsICh CMOTPEJT HA MEHs1, 3Hasl, YTO HAXOAUTCSl Ha BOJIOCOK OT
cmeptu. Ecim 51 ckaxky, 4TO B IoMe XUMEpa, €ro HEMEIJIEHHO pacTep3aioT. Y HEro HeT HU €UHOTO
IIaHca BBHIATH U3 3aMKa Hbopz KUBbIM.

Mow 1y0bl 6€33ByYHO IIeBeTbHYIMCh. «C KaKOW CTaTH Thl, CyMacHIeANINiI, TPUNIepcsi B MO
oM ? — XOTeJIoCch KpUKHYTh MHe. — Thl camoyOwuiiiia?»

[apeHs cMOTpes Ha MeHs, TOHUMas1, YTO YMOJIATH Oecrione3Ho. OH U He yMOJIsiI, HO OBbUIO B
€ro B3MJISJE YTO-TO... JloJirMe HECKOIbKO CEKYH]] Mbl CBEPJIMJIM JPYT Jpyra IJa3aMH.

— Kak 30ByT Haiero rocrsi, Hapu? — Bcrpenenysach Mama. — Kaxercs, s1 He paccibliania.

[TocnenHsiss BO3MOXHOCTD BblIaTh XxuMepy. Henb3s ocraBndates ero B gjome! Benp Henb3sa? A
MOKPBUIACH XOJIOJHBIM ITIOTOM, CEpIIe CTy4aso. f 3Haja TOJIbKO OfIHO: €r0 YOBIOT, €CIIH 51 €r0 BbIIAM.
Tonbko Mo3TOMY, HABEPHOE, £ C/eNaja TO, YTO Clelaa.

Barsaa ynan Ha KapTO4Ky, pacchlllaHHbIE HA KOJIEHSIX.

— DM-nopa DHpaH AJibreiip, — npoienTana si.
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I'naBa 3

— DHpaH Aupreiip? — B rojioce Marbl MOCIBIIANIOCH YIUBIeHUE. — f qymal, 4To npulymer. ..
XM, JagHO, HEBAXHO.

KoneuHo, mana a1 Apyroro Jopaa, HO BBISICHSTh TOAPOOHOCTH My TAHUIIBI HE CTaJl, a 51 B3J0X-
Hy/a ¢ oOneryeHueM. Bot Toibko yeMy s pajgoBaiach, rynas? 4 mycruna B 3aMok xumepy! U dro
MHE Terepb ¢ HUM JIe/aTh?

— Ilpomy Bac k cromy, jopa Aubredp, — ckasaja Mama, a Tamna MpeAoKuWI MHE PYKy U
TIOBEJI BIiepel, YTOObI O(PUITNATIBHO MPEACTaBUTh CEMEPhIM KEHMXaM, OIUH U3 KOTOpBIX xumepa. Oif,
mamouku! Yto xe 51 HaTBopuia!

CamosBanel] DHpaH Kak HU B 4eM He ObIBaJIO ceJl Ha CBOOOJHOE MecTo. S yBuena, Kak Xuiib-
JWC 9yTh TIOTECHUJICS, TIOABUHYJI CTYJI. 3aMeTHIa, Kak ApeH pa3riisgbIBaeT HOBEHbKOTO, 4yTh TPH-
IIyPUB IJIa3a, BUAUMO OIIEHHUBasI MaHChl, a CeNIK, HATPOTUB, TOMYEPKHYTO Oe3pas3iimueH. DHpaH ke
OTKMHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY CTYJ1a M BCKUHYJ Ha MeHs B3, «Hy? — ciioBHO roBoput oH. — BoT 51 31ech».

4l crapanach Ha HErO HE CMOTPETh, HO JIMIIA JPAKOHOB TOYHO MOOJIEKJIH, CIWINCh B €UHYIO
Maccy, a MOM I71a3a CHOBA M CHOBA MCKAJIM CPE/IM CEMEpPbIX HENpPaBIJIbHBIE YEPTHI JIUIA HE3BAHOTO
rOCTSI.

— Mos nous, Jiean Ardapa Heopa, — CJIOBHO U3AaJieka yciIblaia s ToJIoC OTLA.

Kaxplii xkeHux mogHsuics: U nokjJIoHwIcsA. Y DHpan Toxe. MHe nouemy-To nouyausach B ero
TIOKJIOHE JIerKasi U3[IeBKa, TOUHO OH HE COIJIaCeH C MPaBWJIAMHU UI'PBI, HO, TaK U OBITh, IPUTBOPUTCS,
YTO UTPATh €My HPABUTCH.

41 Obuta kak B TymaHe. He moHumana, uto aenars gasnbine. MOXeT, e He TIO3HO OTKPHITh
npasay?

Ho noka s qymana, B3BelMBasi BCce 3a ¥ MPOTUB, TOCTH MPUCTYITIIN K 00eny. f ena, He uyB-
CTBYs BKyca OJioj1, eKu ropeiu. Poaurenm oOMeHsMCh 03a009eHHBIME B3MJIJAMU, HO PEIIvIIH,
YTO 9TO CMOTPHHBI TaK MEHSI B3BOJIHOBAJIH.

Sl moutH roroBa OblJTa BO BCEM MPU3HATHLCS. TOIBKO XOTea MOMPOCUTH OTIIA He YOUBATh XUMEPY
cpa3y ¥ noTpedoBaTh OObICHEHUH, HO MPOU3OIILTIO COOBITHE, CITyTaBIIIee MOU ILIAHBI.

Cnyru yxe HayajaM pa3HOCHTH JecepT, KOIja Ha Mopore 3aMKa BO3HUKJIA cTpaxka HeOecHbix
VYT1ecoB. 1o 10oroBopy, 3aK/JII0YEHHOMY IOCJ€ OKOHYaHWUSI BOWHBI, XMMEphl JOKHBI OCTABaThCsl B
MUpe JIoJel U He niepecekaTh Bpara, KoTopble Ternepb OX paHsuIMCh JpakoHaMu. Tonbko ceivac, yBu-
JIeB TPeX CTPAKHUKOB, s MOHsLIA, YTO Aeja OOCTOSAT ellle XykKe, YeM s Jymajia. XOTs Kyaa YK XyKe.
Koneuno, xumepa, IBUBIIMICS B 3aMOK, ITpopBajics ¢ Toi ctopoHsl Bpar. Henopmasenbiii! Ha uto
OH PacCUUTHIBAJ?

— MBI nipecnieoBaiv XMMepy, — CKa3ajl OWH U3 MPUOBIBIINX, OKUAABIBAS IIETTKUM B3IJISIOM
3aJ1 ¥ BCEX, MPUCYTCTBYIOIMX B HeM. — [lotepsim ero u3 Buaa Hepaneko oT 3amka Hpopa. 3amum
MIPeAYyNPEaNUTh, YTOOBI BB OBUIM HAUEKY.

— Xumepa, — MpoIenTaia MamMa 1 00xBaTuia cedst pyKamu, CJIOBHO €il BAPYT CTaJIO XOJIOJHO.

[Namna mososX w1 JIaIOH! MHE Ha TUIEYH, U 51 OLIYTHJIA, KaK OH HampshkeH. f 3Hana, 4To oH ceivac,
KaK M CTPaXHUKU, BHUMATEJIHHO BITISABIBACTCS B KaXKOTO TOCTSI.

— lopommHKa, Thl HUYEro He 4yBCTBYeIIIb? — CIIPOCHJI OH, U TOJIOC €r0 Ka3aJiCsi TAKMM CIIOKOW-
HBIM. .. TakuM OOMaHYUBO CIIOKOWHBIM. . .

Bor ceituac. Ceitdac! To camoe MrHoBeHMe. 51 HEBOJIBHO pacnpsIMUIACh Ha CTyJle, cama cede
HAIOMWHAsl HATSHYTYIO CTpyHy. U. ..

«JlaBaii, — cKa3zanuM MHe 3eJIeHble I71a3a, M Mpe3puTeNbHas yCMellKa TpoHysa ryosl. — Yero
TsAHYa?»

— Her, — tuxo npousHecina . — Huuero He 4yBCTBYIO.

Oo6manyna pognoro otia! Pagu xumepst! Ofi. ..
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— Mp1 octaHemMcst TOOIN30CTH, — MOOOSTIAN CTPAKHUKH, MPOIIASACh. — MBI 0053aTENILHO €ro
OTBIIIEM.

Bor cnacu6o! Tonbko st cobupanach 0ObSIBUTH JiKe-JHpaHa HEYTOJHBIM KEHUXOM U OTOCIATh
BocBosicu! Pa3 yx st ¢ Kakoro-To neperyry JBa pa3a cracia He3aaa4wIMBOMY XUMepe KU3Hb, TO TeTrlephb
MO3JHO OTcTynaTh. 1 B3poxHyna. [To kpaitHeil Mepe, Hao CIPOCUTD, 3a4€M OH TaK PUCKOBAJI, 3a5IBUB-
IIMCh HAa TEPPUTOPHIO, TIOJIBIACTHYIO IPAKOHAM.

Tomnbko kak cpocuth? Kak ocrarbest ¢ HuM HaenuHe? S 3aep3aia Ha cryse. Kak HeyioTHO mof
STUMHU B3IIs11amMu !

—Taxk, — ckazana s1, HaJIesiCh, YTO TOJIOC IPO3BYYUT OOZIPO M BJIACTHO, HO YCJIbIIIAJIa IMCK KaKOW-
TO MAJISIBKU M TYT ke cama ceOe 1MoKa3asach ele MJajiie, YeM eCTb.

[ecTdb map ra3 cMOTpEIM Ha MEHSI C BeXKJIMBBIM, HEMHOT'O OTCTPAaHEHHBIM OkuaHueM. MHTe-
PEcHO, Tepe TeM Kak OTIPaBJIsATh MOJIOIBIX JIOPIOB K HEBecTe, ¢ HUMU IpoBoauin Oeceay? ['oBo-
puiH, Kak Hazo ceOs Bectu? «Ata ArHapa Heopn — n3banoBaHHast I€BUOHKA, — 51, KAK HasIBY, YCITbI-
I11aJ1a TOJI0Ca YOTIOPHBIX JPAKOHOB, M CPEM HUX TPOMYE BCEX CIIBIIAIICS rojoc Kopons. — Ho oHa
JpaKkoHMIIA, OHA HaM HYyXHa. ByabTe npeaynpeauTesbHbl, BEKIUBb U MUJIbL. Pa3Biiekute JeBOUKY
Kak cieayer!»

[lectepo cMoTpeny ¢ OXUIAHUEM, a OVH — C e[JBa 3aMETHBIM YJVBJICHUEM. «A TOoueMy f /10
CHX TTOp KB ?» — YUTAJIOCH B €ro Mia3ax. OJJHaKO HE3BaHbIN TOCTb IOUTH CPa3y HAXMYPUJICS, CKIIA/IKa
npoJersia Mexay OpoBsimu: «He Hazieiics1, 4TO 51 CTaHy TBOEH UTPYILIKO».

— Tak, — noBropuina s. — [laaiire cnoem «Ha Cepep».

«Ha Cesep». IlecHs1, HanvicaHHasi B Te BpeMEHa, KOrja Havyajacs Beaukuid ucxon Craprmmx
HaponoB B HeGecHble YTechl. HernacHslil TMMH, KOTOPBIH 3HAET KaKAbIN JPAKOH.

KeHrXu KOPOTKO MeEperyisHyJINCh, U s ObUTa YBepeHa, UTo ceilvac OHM IMPUAYMAIOT CIOCco0
BEXKJIMBO OTKa3aThCsl. Sl M cama ¢ TpyJoM MpeACTaBIsiia MeHre MIeCTePhIX APAKOHOB a Karleia.

— Xopom? — ¢ ycuueM nipousHec Apen Bunapn. — Wiu o ouepenu?

— X-XOpoM, — npoJienerania .

BooGiie-to onn menu 310poBo! Y IpakOHOB aOCOMIOTHBI MY3BIKAJIbHBIA CIyX W CHJIbHBIC
rosioca. Bot TonbKo Jike-DHpaH, 3apasa, Bce noptuil. OH He 1ies1 ¥ He cooupascs, ¥, Kak OH HU CTa-
pajicst 3TO CKPbITh, ITO-MOEMY, €ro Becelusio XxopoBoe nenue. Her, Hy He ran?

— A BBl IOYEMY He MOeTe, A0POroit Jopa Anbreip?

Sl Hagesack, YTO HE3BAHBIN FOCTh YraJaeT B BEXKJIMBOM OOpaIIeHUH CKPBITYIO YTPO3Y, HO TOT
Y YXOM He TOBeJI.

— 41 yTO-TO HBIHUE HE B roynoce, goporas jJeaun Hpopa, — OTBETWII OH B TOH MHE, U 1 TIOHSLIA,
YTO BIEPBbIE CIIBIIIY TOJIOC XUMEPBI.

CoBepIiieHHO OOBIYHBIN TOJIOC MOJIOAOTO MYKYMHBI, C €JBa 3aMETHBIMH CApPKACTUYHBIMH HOT-
Kamu. JIn6o OH MOHsII, UTO 51 €ro He BhlAaM, JIMOO OpaBUpOBAII NIepe]] JIMIIOM HEMUHYEMOW CMEpPTH.
C npyroii CTOPOHBI, YTO €My OCTaBaJIOCh?

Sl momxHa HallTH CrIOCOO ¢ HUM TIOTOBOPHTH, YTOOBI PELIUTh, YTO AENAaTh JaJblie!

[Nama, cam TOroO He 3Has, MOAAT MHE UJIEI0.

— CerogHst 04eHb BeTpEHO, — CKa3asl OH. — 3a Mpe/eJbl IUIATO JyYille He BblleTaTh. Tpaauiu-
OHHbIE COPEBHOBAHUSI MOKHO TEPEHECTH Ha 3aBTPa, & CErOfIHs MPOCTO MPOTYJIATHCS 1O Cay.

[Nama xuTpu, He XOTea MeHs JaJIeKO OTITyCKaTh, KOT/a rae-To psaoM xumepa. [ie-to psaom.
I'ne-to coBceM OM3KoO. .. AX, mara, eciiv Obl ThI 3HaJL.

Ho nporysika o cagy — 3T0 IMEHHO TO, YTO HYKHO.

— S mporynstiock ¢ KaxIpIM 0 ouepenu! — 00bsIBUTIA 51 M OTJIsifIeNa )KEHUXOB, Jesast BUI, OyITo
pelnaw, KOoro BHIOpaTh.

Msue HyxkeH ObLT JKe-DHpaH, HO MHE Ka3aloch, YTO BCE YK€ HAUMHAIOT 3aMeyvaTh BIIJISIIBI,
KOTOpbIE MbI OpocaeM JIpyT Ha JIpyra.
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— Okaxete MHe 4ecTb, M-JIopa Bunapn? — s KMBHYA ChIHY KOPOJISI M BEXJIMBO YJIBIOHYJIAC,
a OH, TIOJIBIIIEHHBIN, TOJAHSIJICS CO CBOETO MeCTa.

B camy 6b110 MpoxJ1agHO, M ApeH ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO HAOPOCKIT Ha MOM IIJIeYX HAKUAKY. MBI 1T
10 JIOPOXKaM, TIOCBITAHHBIM MECKOM, A PeH UTO-TO TOBOPHJI, HO 5 TIOUTH HE CJIbIIIAJA CJIOB, OE3AyMHO
KMBas B OTBET. Bce MbIC/TU OBUTH 3aHATHI XUMEPOH.

— Bl ciymiaere mens?

B ronoBy Bpyr BopBasicsi BOIPOC, MPOM3HECEHHBIH Ha yiaocce. Buaumo, chiH Koposis 3aaat
€ro He MepBbI Pa3 U PelIvl TAKUM 00pa30M OOpaTUTh Ha ceOs1 BHUMAaHUE.

— Jla, — coBpaia 1.

— U cornacHel ¢ Tem, 4TO BO3POK/AEHUE IPAKOHOB HYKHO HayaTb ¢ KOPOJIEBCKON ceMbu? Bl
KHUBaJIN, 3HAYUT, COIVIACHBI?

1, 3acTUrHyTas1 BPacIuIoX, MOJHsIIA HA HETO I71a3a U BIIEPBBIE pACCMOTPEJIa ero JIUIO. ApeH ObLT
CUMIIATHUYHBINA, BOT TOJIBKO CJIMIIKOM cliepKuBail ceds1. Bosiics mummHuii pa3 OpoBbI0 MOBECTH WU
ynbIOHYThCsl. OH, OyIyIIMI IpaBHUTeNb, YKe ceiliyac KOHTPOIMPOBAT Kak/I0€ CBOE CIOBO M KakKI0e
MPOSIBJICHUE YYBCTB.

— 41... He 3Hatl0, ApeH, — 4eCTHO co3HaJlach si. — Bl Bellb HE XOTUTE YCIbIIIATh MOM OTBET
npsiMo cervac?

ApeH 1o3BoynII cede JIETKYI0 YIIBIOKY:

— Bbl Ha3Ban MeHsI 10 UMEHH, 3HAUUT, €CTh HaJeKa. . .

B monmHOM MOMYaHMM MBI BEpHYJIHCh B 3aMOK. $1 TIpe/CTaBiisijia, YTO MOU JIPAKOHBI CHOBA
3aMepJii, CJIOBHO KaMEHHbIE U3BAsTHUSI, HO MEHsI O)KUAAN CIoprpu3. Mama M3BJIeK/1a Ha CBET KaKylo-
TO JIPEBHIOIO UTPY B BOIPOCHI M OTBETHI, U CEIYAC BCE TOCTH, YCEBIIKCH 32 CTOJIOM, OTJIMYHO MPOBO-
IWIA BPeMsl — CMESUTICh U BECEJUIIUC.

— TBos moOuMasi ea? — cripocriia MaMa, 0OepHYBIIHCH K JDke-JHpaHy. — OTBeT UiH keiaHue !

— M-M-M, — cKa3aj DHpaH, 3aMETUB MEHS, CTOSIIYIO B JIBEPSIX, U KPUBEHBKO YCMEXHYJICS. —
VY Mens crieniudeckre BKYCHI.

Mens nepenepHys10. OJHAKO YTO-TO BO B3IJISA/Ie XMMEPHI JaBaJIO MIOHSITh, YTO OH HAPOUHO MEHS
MO/THAYMBAET.

— 3HauwT, kejnaHue! — MojiBesia UTOr Mama M 3ayMaJiach, a IOTOM OOepHYJIach 3a MOIACPKKON
K narie: — Ckail, npuaymai Thbi!

[Nana equHCTBEHHBIN He yibpiOaics. Majo Toro 4to eMmy He HpaBWJIACh 3Ta 3aTesi CO CMOTpU-
HAMH, TaK Terlephb ellle U XUMepa rae-To MoOaM30CcTy. § MoHsa: MaMa CrielaibHO 3aTtesiia urpy,
YTOOBI MOCTAPATHCS €T0 OTBJIECYb.

— Dm-nopa [mapec, — GpICTPO MPOroBoOpuIIa 51, YTOOBI MOCKOPEe BHICKOJIb3HYTh M3 3aMKa M HE
BUJIETh COCPEJOTOUSHHOTO MAMHOTO JIUIA.

Ceiimx Betas. [ Buzena, Kak OH JIOBOJIEH: €ro BHIOpaJM 1mocJie chiHa Kopossi. He mory ckasarb,
yro Celk MHE HpaBHJICS, HO €r0 51 XOTh HEMHOTI'O 3HaJIa U HAfIesIach, YTO C HUM OyAET IpOIIe.

W BHOBB MBI IIUTM TIO TEM CaMBIM JIOPOKKaM. B cay crasio eine nmpoxjajgHee, s cTapanach He
APOXaTh ¥ MBICIIEHHO MPOKJIMHAJIA XUMEPY, U3-32 KOTOPOTO Tereph Oy1y BBIHYK/IEHA HApe3aTh KPyrH
0 Cajly CO BCEMU XeHHXaMu 1o odepeau. Celmk, B OTJMUYKME OT pa3srOBOPUMBOrO ApeHa, J10roe
BpeMs I1eJI MOT4Ya, ¥ MEHsI 3TO YCTPanBaJo.

— 5l nomHI0, KaK MO cTapiuii 6pat OUiICs C TBOMM OTIIOM, — BAPYT cKazan oH. — U mpowurpait.

S cnprmasia 3Ty ucropuio. Ponuteny pacckasbiBaiv ee Kak 3a0aBHyIo 1yTky. Ho, qymaro, B ToT
JeHb UM OBUIO BOBCE HE JI0 CMeXa. A 51 BHOBb OLTYTHJIA TIPHITB TOPIOCTH.

— D710 *e MOl nara, — yabIOHynack s1. — Keratu, TBO# Opar keHuics?

Celix AepHYJI TUIEYOM:

— Ha nonykposke. BriosiHe cuacmgo.

— Yro xe, 51 paja 3a Hero... — MpoOOpMoTaIa si, YTOOBI XOTh YTO-TO CKa3aTh.
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Ceiix BHE3aITHO OCTAaHOBUJICS, TAK YTO MHE TOKE MPUIILIOCh MPUTOPMO3UTh. Kak u B ciryuae
¢ ApeHowm, $1 3a7ipaja rojioBy, YToObl pasIyIsAeThb JUIIO MOETO MOTEHIINAIBHOTO jKeHuxa. B ero ceppix
r1a3ax, oOpalieHHbIX Ha MEHs, MEJIbKHYJIO CTPaHHOE BhIPaKEHHE.

— Korna-to s ropouics crapmmmM Opatom, a noToM... OH npocto caancs. s ce0s s pemu,
YTO CTaHy OMThCS 3a Ty, KOTOpasi JEUCTBUTEIBHO ITOTO JIOCTOMHA.

MHe oTuero-To cenanoch HEYIOTHO, 51 He TOHMUMaJa, yTo oTBeTuTh. He 3Hato, kak Celk pac-
LIEHWJI MOE€ MOJTYaHUE, HO OH BIPYT B3sUI MOIO JIAIOHb, TIOMHEC KO PTY U MOIYJI Ha 035101111 MasbIbl.
Ero npixanue ObUIO TETUIBIM U IIEKOTHBIM. §] MOYyBCTBOBaA, KaK IMOKPHIBAIOCH MY PAIITKAMMU: TTPEXKIE
HUKTO TaK He JIepKasl MEeHs 32 PyKY.

— Toukue nmanpuuky, — ckasan Cermx.

— He nago. Otnycru, — npoienrania si.

OH HeMeIeHHO TOCITYIIANCS U, TIPEJIOKUB OMEPeThCs Ha ero JIOKOTh, TIOBEJ MEHS JJOMO.
Bce, yero MHe ceffuac XoTesnoch, — 3T0 crpsrarbes. ylny pa3aupaiy MpOTUBOPEUUBbIe YyBCTBA. S1
TOJIBKO ceifuac MOHsIa, YTO BCE ITU JPAKOHBI BOBCE HE pas3BiieKarhcs mpuexanu. OHU, B OTIIMYKE
OT MEHsI, HaCTPOeHbI Oojiee ueM cepbhe3HO. IJist HUX Bce MpoucXosiiee BoBce He Obuio urpo. OHu
npuoObLIA OOPOTHCS 32 HEBECTY. A Belb s1 HA CAMOM JieJie BOBCE He cOOMpasach 3aMyk, M1 MHE He
HYXKHbI OBUI 3TH TIPU3HAHKS — HU OT ChIHA KOPOJIS O TOM, YTO MBI JIOJDKHBI BO3POJUTH JIPAKOHOB,
Hu ot Celjika, KOTOPBINA, OKa3bIBAECTCs, TABHO JIEJIesl HAIe:K/1y 3aBOEBaTh NEPBYI0 UCTUHHYIO JIpa-
KOHUIy. [lymMaio, U y Ipyrux KEHUXOB HAUIYyTCSI CBOM apTyMEHTHI.

Ho coBcem TomIHO cTasio Torga, Koraa s OCO3Haja, YTo cedyac MHE MPEeACTOUT pasroBOp C
xuMepor. «OHU KeCTOKHMe YOUUIIbI, — CIbIaia s ¢ aetcrBa. — OHM KoBapHHI U Oecrionagabl. OHU
yOuBaioT ApakoHoB. OHHM MBIOT Hallly KpoBb». M BOT ceifiuac 51 OCTaHyCh OJJMH Ha OfIUH C YOWHIIEH.
[TpaBna, roBopsAT, s1 00IaJaI0 CUJION, 3alMINAIIEH OT XuMep. S1 Mory yOuTh JIoOyio MrHOBEHHO. S
criacjia caMmoro KopoJsi. 7Kajb TOJNBKO, YTO 51 3TOr0 COBEPILEHHO He TIOMHIO U He 3HAl0, KaK 3aCTaBUTh
Maruio padoTars.

B roctunyio s 3amuia Ha moAruOaoIMXcs HOrax, a MO roJioc MPO3BYYasl UCITYTaHHO U XKaJKo:

— DM-niopa Asbreiip, Bbl OKaKeTe MHE YeCTb?

Xumepa MoAHSIICS Ha HOTH ¥ KUBHYJI. MHe MOUyIHIOCh HJTH Ha €To JIUIIE POMESIbKHYJIO XHUIII-
HOE BbIpaxkeHue?

— Byny pan corpoBoskaarh Bac Ha MporyJike, jgeau Heopa.
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I'naBa 4

INo nopoxkam st mouTH Oexkaia, YyBCTBYs, UTO MO33/1M MEHS IBIKETCS TeMHasi TeHb. BoT ceid-
Yac HACTUTHET, HAKMHETCsl, BLIEMUTCS B Topio... Kakyio e Kairy s 3aBapujia CBOUM HEOOMyMaH-
HBIM pereHreM! $1 6osiach OrITHYThCS ¥ YBUAETH €0 UCTUHHOE JIMILIO, TTOTHOE 37100bI 1 HEHABUCTH.
Terepb, Kora Mbl OTOIUTH JAJICKO OT JOMa M sl MOTY CTaTh JierKol goowrueit... Ho s He crany! ¥V
MEH$ €CTh MOs1 Marus!

Sl HaOpasta BO3/yxa B TPpy/b M PE3KO MOBEPHYJIACH.

— 51 Te6s1 He Goroch! — BRITIATWIIA $1, 3aCTaBUB ceOs1 TIOCMOTPETH B IJ1a3a Xxumepe. — 5 mory teds
yOouTh B 1000 MOMEHT!

OH cTosi1 32 MOeH CIIMHOM Tak OJNM3KO, YTO 51 cama ke M OTImatHyaack. [IpokisToe IMHHOe
riatee! §1 cCHOBa HacTynWIa Ha TOOJ M B3MaxHy/la pyKaMH B BO3/yXe, MBITAsICh YAEPXKATbCs, HO
CXBaTUTHCS OBUIO He 3a 4To... Kpome ero pyku.

OH yxBaTHJI MEHSI 3a 3aI5ICThe, TOMOT 0OpecTH paBHOBecue U oTiycTiil. [1o ero HempoHuIae-
MOMY JIAIy HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO HMYETO MOHSTh, OJHAKO JIMIIO OCTABAJIOCH MPEKHUM — HEKPACUBBIM,
HO CTPAaHHO MPUTSATATENIbHBIM, JIMIIb TyObl H30THYJIUCh B YCMEIIIKE.

— Tak ckoJIbKO MOXKHO KJaTh? — XPHUILIO CKa3asl OH. — [IoKOHYMM € 3TUM.

—Yr0? - onemmna 5. — B kakom cmbiciie?

Xumepa cMOTpes Ha MeHsl YMBJIEHHO, CJIOBHO HE 3HaJ, KaK paclieHUTb MOHM CJIOBa, M HE U3Jie-
BAlOCh JIU 51 HaJl HUM. XOTsI y MEHsI CKJIaIbIBaJIOCh OIIyIIEHHE, YTO 3TO OH U3JEeBaeTCsI.

— 3auem, aymaere, s1 BopBajics B Bail oM’ MHe U3BecTHa Bailla CWia U €€ MTHOBEHHOE Jeu-
crBue. Bee, Ha 4TO 51 MOT HaJIESIThCS B TOT MOMEHT, — JIeTKasi CMEpTh. YBEpPEH, OKaXHCh 51 B pyKax
CTPaXKHUKOB, MEUTA O JIETKOW CMEPTU — €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MHE OCTAJIOCh OBlI.

Sl BcmoMHMIIa, Kak OH BJIETEN Yepe3 MOpor, Kak MOCMOTpes Ha MeHsl, KaK HaKJIOHHII TOJIOBY,
YBEPEHHBII B TOM, YTO 51 MTHOBEHHO YTa/iaio, KTO Mepeo MHOM, 1 yobio... Ho marus He cpaborana,
a 51 OCTaBUJIa XUMEpY B JIOME. . .

— 3Ha4uT, BBl HE HA CMOTPUHBI KO MHE TpHjieTesn?

He 3Ha10, 10BOIMIIOCH JTU KOMY U3 IPAaKOHOB BUAETH U3YMJICHHOTO XMMEPY, 2 BOT MHE I10CYaCT-
JIUBUIIOCH.

—KoneuHo Het! — oTpe3an oH Tak, 4To Jaxe HEMHOTo OOMIHO CTajIo. — S v He 3HaJI, YTO CErOqHS
ycTpauBaloT cMoTpuHbl u1s1 ArHapel Heopn. Hey:xenu Bbl yxke Takas B3pocnas? A BBIISIIUTE Tak,
OyITO BUepa B KyKJIbl UTpau!

Onu cropopwinch, uto u? M BooOile, 4To 3a pa3sroBOp Mekay IBYMsi CMepTeIbHbBIMU Bpa-
ramu? ['ynee He mpuaymars.

— 3a4eM ke Bbl B TAKOM CJIydae MpOpBaIMCh CKBO3b BpaTta? Bbl He OHMMAaIIH, YTO CTPAKHUKU
HaWayT Bac U yObIOT?

— ITonuman, — mpocto oTBeTH oH. — Ho He MOT He MOMBITATLCS. . .

— Ho nouemy?

— HeBaxHo! — TBep1o ckazasi OH, U 1 I0raiaiach, 9TO OOBSCHEHUN HE TOXKIYCh.

— W ut0 Teneps? — nporienTtana si, 9yBCTBYs ce0s1 MAJIEHbKOW JEBOUKOM, KOTOpasi 00paIaeTcst
3a COBETOM K B3pOCIIOMY, & OH, KaKeTcsl, 0e30IMO0YHO YIOBUI B MOEM rOJIOCEe STU HOTKH U YCMEX-
HYJICSI.

— Tpu BapmanTa. Bbl ocTaBisiere Bce Kak €CTh, @ HOUBIO s TIOMBITAIOCh TPOCKOJIb3HYTh MUMO
cTpaxkxHUKOB. JINOO pacckasbiBaeTe Bce CBOEMY OTILY — YBEPEH, OH CTPAIITHO 00paayeTcsi, OOHAPYKUB
B CBOEM JioMe xumepy. Minu xke npsAMo ceiluac yHUUTOKUTE MEHSI CBOEH Marueil.

— ¢l He 3Hal0, KaK ee aKTUBUPOBATD. .. — OTBETUJIA s ObICTpEe, YeM OCO3HAJIA, YTO JIeJIalo: IO CUX
1IOpP, BO3MOXHO, TOJIBKO CTPax ObITh YHUUTOKEHHBIM YIEPKUBAJI XUMEPY OT TOTO, YTOOBI HAIlacTh Ha
MeHsi. I Beqp He cily4yaifHO OH, PUCKYSI KU3HBIO, rpuiieten B HeGecHble YTech?
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1 Obina Ge33ammTHA: OJHA, B TIyOMHE cafa, pAaoM ¢ BparoM. Jlake KpOIIKU-CaJOBHUKY JeJTH-
KaTHO CIIPSITAJIMCh, HE XKeJlask Memarh. Sl Mory KpiuaTh CKOJIBKO YTOIHO: HUKTO HE YCIieeT KO MHe
Ha MOMOIIIb.

— MaMouKku, — IUCKHYJIA s, TOMSTUBIINCE. — ... Sl momrytmia. Marus otmysao padotaer. He
npubnmmkaiics! Mnaue s tede ucnienemo! [MoHsaTHO?

Sl mombITanack CKaTh Kylaku U 0OEpHYThCs APakOHOM. He 3Hal0, CKOJNBKO IIAHCOB Y ApaKo-
HUIIBI TIPOTUB XMMEPBI, HO ObITh Oe33aIMTHOW KepTBOW s1 He codupaioch! W... OH cXBaTUI MOH
JIaJIOHH, He JJaBasi HOI'TSIM BIUTHCS B KOXKY M BKJIIOYMTh Maruio o0opora.

— I'mynas neBuoHka, — ckasall OH, HAKJIOHMBLIKMCh K CaMOMY MOeMYy JiLly. §1 Bujesia MepLaHue
ero 3eJIeHbIX I71a3 U, KaK 3aBOPOKEHHAs1, He MOIJIa OTBECTH B3IJIsAa. — 51 He TpoHY Tebsl.

— a?! — To 11 BOCKJIMKHYJIA, TO JIU BCXJIUMNHYA 5. — Ho Beap Tebe Hy:KHa MOsSI KPOBb!

Bor Kak Tak MOMy4YHIIOCh, YTO MBI YK€ Ha ThI C 9TUM TaioM?

— He B TOM cMbIciIe, Kak ThI cebe 3TO MpecTaBiselllb, — YCIbIama s B OTBET. — [{pakoHbI 17151
HAC He ef1a, a JIEKApCTBO. .. VI Tl MpeCTaBIIsiia, YTO B CEMENCTBE XUMEP KakI0€ yTPO HAYMHAETCS
C TOTO, YTO MBI U3BJIEKaEM Ha CBET APAKOHbU KOCTU U HAYMHAEM HX IJIOaTh?

— Hy... — cmemanace 51, He 3Hasi, YTO OTBETUTb.

[TpusHathcs, MpUMEPHO TakK 51 cebe U IpecTaBisiia. YTo Kaxaas Xumepa MpOCHIaeTcsi ¢ MbIC-
JIbIO O TOM, YTOOBI TIOJ3AKYCUTD APAKOHbEH MEUSHKOMN WM, Ha XYJ0M KOHell, KpbUIbIKoM. OH yBU-
JeJ1 pacTepsSIHHOCTh HA MOEM JIMLIE U PACXOXOTaJICs, OTIYCTUJI MOU PYKH, KOTOpBIE 51 HEMEJIEHHO
CJIOXKUJIA Ha TPYAH.

— Uro cmenHoro? Bl 3100HBIE, kecTokue TBapu! Eciu Obl He JOTOBOp C JIIOABMU, BBl ObI
pa3opUIM HAIIK 3aMKHU !

Jlxe-DHpan cmesaTbes nepectan. OTIMYHO!

— B BoliHe Bceraa qBe CTOPOHBI. 3I00HbBIE, KECTOKUE TBapH, TOBOpHUIIh? To ke camoe MOKHO
ckazarh o JpakoHax! Eciu Obl y IpakoHOB OblJTa BO3MOKHOCTh Pa30PHUTh HAIIM IOMA, AyMaelllb, Bbl
Obl TOCTYNIMIN MHAYe?

— la! — kpukHyna s1. — Ml Obl He cTanm!..

HaronkHynach Ha ckenTUYECKUid, XOJIOAHBIN B3I, Tak MHOIA CMOTPAT Ha JETeil, TOBOPs-
IIMX C YMHBIM BUJJOM pa3Hble TIYNOCTH.

— 51 BBIpOC B M00sIIIEN ceMbe, — BAPYT CKa3al OH. — YBEPEeH, MOM POAUTENH JIIOOUIN MEHsI He
MEeHbIIIe, YeM Ballu JooAT Bac. He nenait u3 Hac 4yaoBHIIL.

— Jlopn Xapocc... — ¢ TpeneroM Ha3Baja sl UMsi, KOTOPOE B Hallel CeMbe HaXOIWJIOCh TOJ
3anpeToM. CTOWIIO ero MpOM3HECTH, Kak B JOME TOBHCAJIa THUIIMHA U BESJIO CMEPTHIO U OOJbIO. —
Vo6un Hammx cyr... EnBa e yow Bcex Hac. ..

MHe nokaszajuioch WM Ha JIMLE XMMEpbl MEJIbKHYJI CThI? A IOTOM OHO 3aCThLIO.

— Brnacth pasBpainaert, — ckazan oH. — He Bce 0qo0psiii ero MeTofIHl. . .

Tak MBI ¥ CTOSIIIH IPYT HAIPOTHB JIpyra — IBa MICKOHHBIX Bpara, 0OpeyeHHbIe Ha BEUHYIO BOWHY.
CUIIKOM CHITbHBIE, CITUIIIKOM TOpAbIe, YTOOB KOMY-TO U3 HUX OTCTYITHUTb. ..

— Kak 1e6s Ha camom fiesnie 30ByT? — B3JJOXHYB, CIIPOCHIIA 1.

W yBunena, kak OH eBa 3aMETHO BbIIOXHYIL. [10H:I, KOHEYHO, YTO €CJIH CIPAIIMBAIO UMS, TO
HE CTaHy BbIJJABaTh €I0 MPsIMO ceiyac.

— Kepun.

MBp1 Moirga nonuii o cagy. Curyarusi CTaHOBHJIACh Bce OoJiee 3amyTaHHON U CTpaHHOM. [[pa-
KOH U XMMepa UAYT PsiIOM, HUKTO HUKOTO He TIBITAeTCsI COKPaTh. MBICIIM Iy TaJIUCh OT HEPEATbHOCTH
IIPOMCXOSALIETO.

— Yeii Te 0ONMMK TIpUHsLT certuac, Kepun?

— DTO MO€ UCTUHHOE JIULIO.

— Uctunnoe nmio?
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— Wm THI tymasia, 9TO XUMeEphl POXKIAIOTCS HA CBET OechOpMeHHBIMU Kycoukamu Tecta? ¥V
HAC eCTbh MCTHHHBIC JIMIIA, 1a. A MOCIe TOro KaK rnevaty ObUTH pa3OMThl, Mbl IIOTEPSITA BO3MOKHOCTb
oOpararbces B 1000€e BpeMsi ¥ JJOJITO yIepKUBATh JIMUUHY .. .

— Ax, Kakas notepsi! — He yaepkaiach U chsizBuia 5. — He moBesno! Mor Obl cTaTh KpacaBuu-
KOM, a Tak MPUXOAUTCS TacKaTh Ha cebe He CIUIIKOM MPHBJIEKATEIbHYI0 BHEITHOCTh. A BOOOIIE 5
AyMaJa, 4To Balla UICTUHHASI CyTh — MaJIeHbKUE OelTble KapuKH.

He 3Haro, 3a4eM s1 XoTesa ero ysi3BUTh, HO MOM CJIOBA BBI3BAIM Y XMMEPBI JIUIIIb YJBIOKY.

— 3penuiie He is cIaObOHEPBHBIX, — CKa3aJl OH, 3arOBOPIIMYECKM MOAMHUTHYB. — Ho, mymaro,
B 9TOI WUIIOCTACU Thl MEHSI HE YBUIMILb. DTO MPOUCXOAUT, €CIIU JIMIIACIILCS BCEX CHJI: OPraHU3M
MEPEXOAUT Ha PEKUM SKOHOMUM.

- dy!

— A 4 caplalt, — He ocTalics B Aoiry KeprH, — 4TO YepHbIE UIaly y JPaKOHOB — 3TO BCETO
JIMIIb Marnyeckasi MaCKUpoBKa! A Ha caMOM JieJie HUKaKMX YEPHBIX IUIAIIe HeT ...

— Y MeHs cupeHeBbIi! — 3a4eM-TO cKa3asia 51 M orpeJjia Haxaa 1o pyke.

S1 orpena xumepy 1o pyke, a oH Juilb paccmesuics! Kyna karurces atot mup!

HeszameTHO MBI IOUTH JOILIH 10 Kpas miato. Obnaka pazmeTaio no HeOy OeJIbIMU MephIIIKaMU
— IEWCTBUTENILHO BETPEHO, Mara He OOMaHyI.

— YXoau cerogHs1 HOYLIO. . .

S mpou3Heca 3T0 OYeHb TUXO, HO IO TOMY, Kak BeiIpsAMuiIcs: KepuH, NoHsIa: OH yCblIal.

— Xopoulo. ..

— U yneraii HemeyieHHO, He UCKymIail cyapOy. Ecim Tebe onuH pa3 rmosesso, 3T0 He 3HAUMT,
YTO MOBE3ET CHOBA!

B 310T pa3 on Huvero He orBeTHII. BoT ynpsamer!

— Tebe Benp Hy)Ha OblTa KPOBb JIPaKOHA, a? — BIPYT OCO3HAJA sI, U MypAILIKU OOEXKaIU 110
pykam. — TonbKO 32 STUM MOXHO sIBUThCs1 B HebecHbie YTecht!

W TyT %e oyapoBaHue CTpaHHOW NIPOTYyJIKU pa3pyumiock. Cepaue cxanock. Huuto He ucnpa-
BUT 3TUX MPOKJATHIX XuMep! BO3MOKHO, MEHSI OH HE TPOHET, 3Hasl, YTO HacieAHuLy 3aMka Hbopn
KMHYTCSl UICKaTh U €My He yaacTes Aajieko yuTu. Ho kakoro-To ipyroro gpakosa...

41 3akycwmiia ry0y W MOfIHsIa HA HETO I71a3a, HaJIesiCh, YTO OIIMOAIOCh, HA/IESICh YBUIIETh XUTPYIO
yIBIOKY, KOTOpas pa3Besuia Obl MOM COMHEHUsI, HO TyObl KeprHa ObUIH TUIOTHO CHKATHI.

— BbI Bce-Taku keCTOKME TBAapH, — MpOILEeNTania .

VY KepuHa aepHysach 1IEKa, B IV1a3aX MEJIbKHYJIA 3JI0CTb.

— To xe mory cka3arb 0 gpakoHax! Bekamu keHUTbCS Ha YEJIOBEUYECKUX AEBYIIKaX, 3Has, UTO
Te yMPYT BO BpeMs ponoB! JIpakoHbI Takue J0OpbIe cO3/1aHuMs !

— Yro?.. UTo THI TaKOE TOBOPHUIIIH?

Ero 6poBu M3yMIJIEHHO MPUIOAHSIIUCH, U TOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUE CITYCTS OH TOHSUI, YTO sl HUYEro
He 3Hasa. OHAKO 3TO €ro He OCTAaHOBUJIO.

— U TBO# oTel, — kecTKo ckasasl oH. — OH XeHWJICs, 3Hasl, YTO JOJKEH YOUTh TBOIO MaTb.
Tenepb kuBU C 3TUM!

«Her! — xorena kpukHyTh 5. — Thl Bpellb, HEHABUCTHBIN xuUMepa! OH JIIOOUT, JIIOOUT MOIO
Mamy !»

Ho, npesx e yeM packpblia poT, yke 3HaJla, 4To 3TO IpaBaa. Bce HeAoMONBKY, KOTOPHIMU MEHS
MUYKAJIM C JIETCTBA, CIIOKWINCH B €IMHYI0 KapTuHy! «BbI criaciy JeByIiek OT MyYHTENIbHOM. ..» —
ckazana Po3u. «CmepTu», — OTKJIIMKHYJIOCh MO€ TOJICO3HAHUE. «TO 51 BO BCEM BUHOBAT, — TOBOPUII
rara, yTeras MaMy u3-3a TOro, 4YTo OHa OOJIbIe He MOXET UMeTh AeTeid. — CTpax, KOTOPBIA THI TOT/IA
HUCIIbITAJIA. . .»

Sl 3akpuyana, cJI0BHO OCTpHE HOXa MPOH3WIO cepaue. KuHynach K Kpako I1aTo U MPBITHYIa
BHU3, Ha JIETy CKUMasl KyJaku. MrHOBEHUE — M 3a CIIMHOM pa3BEepHYJIMCh KpbUlbs. Bo3ayxa He xBa-
TaJIo, 51 JIOBWJIA €T0 OTKPHITBIM PTOM, a HA/IBIIIATLCS HE Moria. BHyTpr Oblia Takast O0Tb. . .
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INana He 3ps npexynpexaa, 4To CEerofHs Jy4lle He JIeTaTh 3a KpaeM IU1ato. [laxke B XOpoIlyo
TMIOTO/1y HYKHO ObLIO OBITh OCTOPOKHOM: BOCXOASIIME MOTOKM BO3yXa MOIJIM KMHYTh Ha cKasibl. Ho
ceifuac 51 3a0bl1a 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH. .. Betep ymapuit cOOKy, 3aI0MIIT IOTYyOTKPBITOE KPBLIO, 3aKpy-
TWJI ¥ LUBBIPHYJI MEHS1 HA KaMHHU.

1 3ackosnbp3mMIIa 0 HUM, O0IMPASICh, TIBITASICh OTTOKHYTHCSI HOTaMH, HO HUYETO He TOJTy4aioch:
BETep CHOBA M CHOBA NMPUOMBAJ MEHS K CKaJie. A TIOTOM $1 yAapuiach 00 OCTPBIA BaJTyH, IOXOXHUI Ha
3y0, TOpyYaIluil U3 3eMJIH, U, Tepsisl CUIIbI, TIOHSIA, YTO CMEHMJIa MIIOCTACh, BHOBb MTPEBPATHBIIKCH
B 4€JIOBEKA.

Sl nexana Ha XOJNOAHBIX KAMHSX U CMOTpeJia BBepX. Tam, MOTyCKPBIThI TYMAHHON JBIMKOW,
crosn Kepun. 'agckuit xumepa! Kakoe-To BpeMsl OH IuIsiie Ha MEHs ¢ Kpas IU1aTo, a OTOM MOBep-
HYJICS U YILIEL.
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I'naBa 5

4l 3Hana, 4To He cMory OoJIblIIe IOOHATHCS B BO3/YX, BeTep He aacT. K tomy ke s Tak odonpa-
Jlach O KaMHH, YTO 3allMIeNa CKBO3b 3yObl, MBITasICh BCTaTh HAa HOTH. JIaqHO, 3HAUUT, TIOEM Mel-
koM! { ornsinenach, YToObI MOHSATH, T/Ie HAX0XKYCh. He Tak janeko oT miaro, OIHAKO BCKapaOKaThCs
M0 OTBECHOU cTeHe He nosnyuutcs. bavkaimmii ropog — CTopp, HO 10 HEro MemKoM WJITH LETyIo
BeyHOCTh. BOT 3710 51 BinrLIa!

KoneuHno, s enie He nanukoBasia. ['opa Heopn — Moii 1oM, 1 Bce IOPOKKH, TOHHENU U TeIIepbl
M3y4YeHbl MHOIO BJIOJIb U TIONepeK. Sl BCHOMHMIIA, UTO HEMOJAJIEKy Ha CKJIOHE €CTh BXOJ] B CETh TOH-
HeJIeH, ¥ eCJU s TIOWY 10 HUM, TO K HOUU J100epyCh TOMOM.

K Houwn. .. Mou GentHble poauTenu corayT ¢ yma. [lama npemynpexgan, uro jerats Hesb3s. OH
oropuurcd... W pazosmurced... U...

[Mama. Moit goOpsIii, mobsiumi nana. 1 He xoTena BepuThb, uTo KepuH ckazan MHe npaBiy, HO
yXKe 3HaJla, 4TO HUKY/Ja OT Hee He CIIpsiaych. 51 Take pajioBaiach, YTo MHE ceifuac OOIbHO U XOJIOIHO,
YTO MPEACTOUT JOJTHMIA MyTh — 3aTO sI CMOTY BPEMEHHO 3a0bITh 00 OTKPBIBIIEIHCS MHE CTpaIIHOM
MpaBJe.

Kepun Bce ke raa! Yeugen, uto g ygapuiachk, 1 npocto yien. Cuaut ceidvyac y KaMHHa, ecT,
MbET U YCMeXaeTcsi, BCIOMUHAS, KaK $1, OECIIOMOIIHAS, JIeXkasla Ha KaMHSIX.

Sl HalIa HaKoHeI| BXOJ B TOHHENb U C COIPOTraHMEM BIVISAENIach B TEMHOTY. UyTKuil ciyx
yJIaBJIMBAJI ’KypUaHUEe BOAIBI 10 CTEHAM, LLIETIOT CKBO3HAKOB. I, Kak U Bce JPaKOHbI, MOIJIa COTBOPUTD
OTHEHHBIN I1ap, KOTOPBIA OCBETUJ ObI MyTh, HO JJISI STOrO Hy’kHa ObUIAa MOSI KPOBb, a s yXkKacHasi
Tpycuxa. CcaguHbl HA MOMX pyKax M HOTax YK€ HayaJli 3aTArMBaThCs, a MOpe3arb PyKy OCTPhIM
0OJIOMKOM KaMHS$I He XBaTaJIo PeIMMOCTH. S OJITO CTOsIa B IIPOEMe, He PUCKYSI IBUHYThHCS C MECTa.
Ho Tak 1, noxaiyii, MOry BCIO HOYb 3/1€Cb ITPOBECTH.

B3noxnyB 1 mooberas cede, UTO MOIBITAIOCHh YyTh MO3KE CO3JaTh CBETUIIBHUK, 51 TOTUXOHBKY
Havasa MmyTb.

S mpoaBUranace co ckopocthio yepenaxu. He 3Haio, CKOJIbKO BpeMEHM IPOIILIO, HO § ycrena
yCTaTh U MPOroioAaThcsl. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HE pasIisieB BHepeau BaIyH, s OOJBHO yAapuiach 00
Hero Horoi. Crienanoch Tak 0OUIHO, CJIOBHO BCE CErOHS MPOTUB MeHs1. BOT 1 moBecenmiach, Ha3bl-
Baercs! f cena Ha KaMeHb, MOJKaB HOTH, YCTaBIllasi, HECYacTHAsl U pacTepsiHHAs.

B 3TOT MOMEHT HeNnpOHMIIAEMYIO ThMY BIQJIEKE paccesisl Ca0blid JKeNThIiA CBET. A UyTh MO3XKe
10 MEHsI JoHecHch ronoca. OHM Ka3auch 3HAKOMBIMU. . .

— ArHapa Bce e eIle COBceM peOeHOK, — TOBOPHJI KTO-TO HEIOBOJIbHBIM TOHOM. — ThlI yBepeH,
YTO MPABUIILHO TOHSUI ee, DHpaH? Kakoe HeBeposATHO TIIyTNoe 33/1aHNe — CIPSATAThCs, YTOOBI MBI €€
Pa3bICKUBAJIN. . .

lonoc npunHagiexan Xuiabaucy, U eMy BTOPUII I'yJ pa3pakeHHbIX ronocoB. Heyxkenu qpakoHsl
BCE BMECTE BBILIUIM HA [TOUCKH, IOTOMY YTO MOCUMTAJIM 3TO 33aHueM HeBecThl? 10... Kepun npu-
nyman? Ho 3auem?

Takomy MOIJIO OBITH TOJIBKO OJIHO, XOTh U HETPaBIONOA00HOE OOBSICHEHHE: HeBeCTa Ha CMOT-
pUHAX MMEET MpaBoO MPUAYMbIBATh KaKUe YrOIHO 33/1aHus, Jaxe camble Hesernble. Ponurenu, Bo3-
MO’HO, OCTaHYTCSI HEIOBOJIbHBI, HO HE HAKaKYT 32 HETOC/yIIaHUe. A s ITOydy IOMOIIb, HA KOTOPYIO
He paccuuThiBaja. f Tak oOpagoBaiach HEOXKUAAHHOMY TOSIBJICHUIO APAKOHOB, YTO Pa3JpakeHUe B
UX rojlocax MEeHs He pacCTpouIIo.

— Nmeer npaBo, — orBetmi Celiik. — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHa JI0JKHA YBUJIETh, KAK MBI CIIpaB-
JISIeMCS1 C TPYIHOCTSIMHU !

Ha, Celigx! Benp He 1ymanu MOM KEHUXH, YTO BCE CMOTPUHBI IPOCUSAT B 3aMKE Y KaMHHA 32
UTPOI B BOMIPOCH ¥ OTBETHI. f mproGoapuiiack U mocrapaiach NPUHATH KPACUBYIO MO3Y.

— Bot oHa! — KpUKHYJT KTO-TO U3 CEMepbIX, Kaxercs, Jlaropa.
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Ckopo KeHUXU OKPYKHJIM MEHs, CTapaTebHO HaTSHYB Ha JiMIa YIslOku. BepHee, 1miectepo
YIIBIOAJHCDH, & OAMH CMOTPEJ TaK, CJIOBHO XOUET TO JIM COXKPaTh MEHsI, TO JiIM MOOUTh. KepuH.

[lectepo MpoTSIHYIM PyKH, YTOOBI IOMOYb CITYCTUThCS Ha 3emtio. S mpoTsHya nagons Ceid-
JKY U CIIPBITHYJA.

— XM, — ycIpllIaga TUXUA CMEIIOK HaJl CAaMBbIM YXOM. — A TUIAIIMK JAEACTBUTEIBHO CHPEHEBBIN !

Exunnas xumepa. He misns, s HacTynuia eMy Ha Hory. EiBa m, koHeuHO, Most Oocast IsITKa
MIPUYMHUJIA EMY CEPhE3HBbII BpEl.

— Yro teneps, nequ Hbopn? — caiepxaHHoO cripocuil ApeH, KaKeTcsl, CaMblil IMTIOMAaTUYHBIA U3
MOUX keHUXOB. OH eIMHCTBEHHBII HE BO3MYILIAJICS 33/1aHMEM, HO U HE 3aluiiai MeHs, kak Cenmx. —
BosBpamaemcs B 3aMok ?

S meutana okazatbcs oma. [lepeoneTbesi, MOECTh, 3aKyTaThCS B TEIUIBIA TUIE, MOIIEeJIOBATh
MaMmy, CecTb y KaMUHa, HO... [lama 3axo4eT y3HaTh, Kak y MeHs jiena. 3axoueT MeHsi OOHSATh, a fi...
41 He ObLTa yBepeHa, U4To X04uy ero BUIETh CEroHsI.

— Her, — ckazana s, crapasich, 4ToObI TOJIOC He Apoxan. — Mnem B ['poxodymnmii rpot, Tam u
nepeHouyem!

Sl 3ameTnia 3aMelaTeNbCTBO Ha JIMIax JpakoHOB. KoHeYHO, UM 3TO Ha3BaHME HU O YEM He
TOBOPWIJIO, a 51 OYEHb JIOMJIA BOJIOTIA/L U IISIK C MSATKMM TeCKOM. PouTesny 4acto mpuBOaUIIN MEHS
TyJa B JETCTBE U IIJIaBaJIM HalleperoHKU. BcrioMuHam nHoraa JeHp, Korjaa BoJa B BOJONA/Ie 3aCThblIa,
Y CMOTPEJIH JIpYT Ha JIpyra TAKUMH JIIOOSIIIUMH I71a3aMu. .. Ho pa3Be ObIBaeT Tak, 4ToObl BOJA 3aCThI-
Basa’?

OHHM TOYHO JIIOOAT APYT ApYyra, OHU... 5 TPSXHYJA rOJOBOW:

— 4 mokaxy gopory!

— MosxeT ObITh, CITyCTUMCSI Ha KPbUIbsX ? — yrpiomo ripeaioxui Eppek. — f mory oTHecTH Bac,
€CJIM BETEP CJIUILKOM CHJIbHBIN JUIs1 BALIMX KPbUIBIIIEK.

Jla, oTmuaHbI ObLT OBl BApPUAHT, €CJM Obl HE OHA rajcKas XUMepa, 3aTecaBIlasics B HaIIA
psabl. CTouT emy 0O0epHYThCS, Kak BCe TYT e YBHUISAT, C KEM UMEIOT Aeso. S XMypo rmocMoTtpesna Ha
KepuHa, a TOT He cliesian M ONBITKU YTOBOPUTBH, HE Tofia Jake 3Haka. CTosi1 XOJIOOHbIN U OTCTpa-
HEHHBIH, CJIOBHO He ero cyap0a pemanack. OX, Hy He MOT'Y ke 51 B cCaMOM Jieie. . .

— Ioitnem nemkom!

JInna KeHrUXOB OTpasWiId pa3HyIO CTENEHb HeJOBOJIbCTBA. Kakercs, TONbKO ApeH cOXpaHsl
camooOnananue, na Celk KuBHYI, cornammasich. A Kepun... Ha 3Ty Mopay s mpenmnodsia He CMOT-
peTh.

MBb! OoTIIpaBUIMCH B JOJITOE MyTeulecTBUE M0 TOHHENsAM. [Ipu cBeTe orHeHHoro mapa, COTBO-
PEHHOro ApeHoM, Iarajoch Becesiee U ObICTpee, HO BCe JKe uepe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMsl MPHUIIIOCh Clie-
JIaTh OCTAHOBKY. f cesa B LEHTpe, a JKeHUXU OKPYK WM MeHs1. Kak-To HeloBKo. ..

— 4l ronoaHast, — HEBOJIBLHO BBHIPBAJIOCH Y MeHs1. S BOBce He coOrpasiach MPOM3HOCHUTH 3TO BCITYX,
HO TaK YX BBIIILIO.

ITo cocpenoToyeHHBIM JIUIaM JIPAKOHOB $1 MOHSIA, YTO OHU MPHUHSUIM MOM CJIOBA 3a O4Yepesl-
HOE UcIbITaHue. MeJIeHHO MOAHSUINCh Ha HOTU. $I MOT'y MOKJISICTBCS, YTO IOYTH CIIbIIIANA, KaK OHU
CKpeXelryT 3y0amMu OT Oe3MOJIBHOTO THEBA.

— DHpaH, pa30KIU KOCTep, — OTAaJl IpUKa3 ApeH. — A Mbl BCe OTIIpaBJIieMCS Ha TIOMUCKU Yero-
TO, YeM MOKHO HAaKOPMMUTb JIE/I.

TemHble TeHN pa3Opesuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, @ 51 BHOBb OCTAJIaCh OJMH Ha OMH C XUMEPOH.
39X, ApeH, Kak e Tbl HeygauHo BbiOpat. U kak, nHTepecHo, Kepun cobupaercst pazxurarb KocTep,
He 00s1a/1as1 JpIxaHueM qpakoHa? OrHeHHBIH ap ele BUCe HaJl HAIIMMU TOJIOBaMu, HO 0e3 X031Ha
OH CKOPO BBIJIOXHETCS U MOTacHET.

— 41 Te6s He mpoman! — 6ypkHyna 1.

— BezanabepHasi 1eBUOHKA! — OJHOBpEeMEHHO co MHOU mpousHec Kepun. — BecrosnkoBasi...
[Tpsimo kak Most cectpa. Ee Ovl 51 oTruienad, a teos. ..
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TyT 10 HEro AoIIeN CMbIC/ CKa3aHHOTO MHOWU.

— He npomaenis? MHe He HY’)KHO TBO€ ITPOILEHHE, U 51 €r0 HE KIY.

— Bor Ttak, 3Hauut! Moxer, Tede U KU3Hb He HyXHa?

OH MoJT4aJ1 COBCEM HEJONIT0, HO 3a 3TO BPEMS MHE C/IE/IaIoCh COBECTHO: CHAaYaJIa 51 criacjia emy
KU3Hb, a TENEepb MOIPEKAIo 3a 3TO.

— Okaxu MHe 4ecTb, Jeau Hbop/, v MOKOHYM yKe C STON IUJIEMMOM. .. U CO MHOM.

— Her, ner... He Gyaem Gosblie 06 3TOM.

3eJIeHb ero 11a3 000XKIIa MEHA, HO OH HUUYEro OOJIbIIe HEe CKa3all.

— A emie y Hac poOneMa, — CIoXBaTuach 5. — Thl BeJjb HE CMOXKEIb pa3kedb KocTep?

— A 1?7 A Hagesincs. ..

— IToHumaenip, U1 TOro Hy’kKHa MOSI KPOBb. A s y’KacHO OOI0Ch BUJIa KPOBH. . .

Kepun npoBes 1aioHBIO 110 JIMITY, TOYHO XOTeNd cKka3aTh: «O, 3a 4TO MHE 3TO HaKa3zaHUe», HO
BCJIyX HAYETrO He MTPOU3HEC.

— JlagHo. .. Xoporo... [TonpoGyem nHaue.

S cupena, 0OXBaTMB KOJIEHW PYyKaMH, U C JIIOOONBITCTBOM HaOmonana, kak KepuH mnbitaercs
U3BJIEYb OI'OHb, YCTAHOBUB B JIOIIEUKY CYXYIO Najouky. OH KpyTuj ee Mex.y JaJOHsSMU, BpEMs OT
BPEMEHHU CTAaHOBHJICSI HAa KOJICHH, IyJ1 ¥ TIOJICHITIAI MOX, KOTOPBIA HackpeO ¢ kamHs1. Ho neso He muio.
ToHeHbKasi cTpyiKa AbIMa — BOT BCE, Y€Tro OH CyMelT JOOMThCS 3a Tordaca yeepaHou padbotsl. dymaio,
B TIeIepe, I7e apuiia BeYHast ChIPOCTh, 3TO ObLT KpaliHe HeYJauHbIi crioco0 T0OBITh OTOHb. Mex Ty
TEM BOT-BOT BEPHYTCSI OCTAJIbHBIE IPAKOHBI.

Kepus BbITep 10T €0 7102 1 codMpacs caeaaTh yxe MAThIi WK IMIECTON 3aX0[ — 51 COMIach co
cueTa, — KOr/a s B3JOXHYJ/A U PelInIach:

-V 1e6s ecTb HOX?

— Jla, — yIMBWIICS OH.

— Komnu! MHe Bcero-To juiib 4 Hy’)KHa Karesabka KpOBH. . .

S nporsaHyna pyky, Ho KepuH orimarHyscs.

— Her! Hox g tebe mam, Ho... TbI caemaelis 3To cama.

— Ho noue....

He norosopuia. Kposb apakoHa u xumepa. ..

— Bournbest He coBaaTh ¢ cOO0? — mporenTana .

— Jla, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJI OH, CTUCHYB 3yObl. — §I OTOI Iy moaasbliie.

OH 1poTSHYJA MHE KOPOTKHiA, HO OCTPBI HOX, MOJHSJICS M OTOLIEJ Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaroB.
Kakoii e OH cTpaHHBIil. ..

Sl moBepresia HOX B PyKax M TKHY/IA B KOHYMK Najibla. TyT jke BBICTYINMIIA Karesabka Kposu. 1
He OOJILHO COBCEM. YiKe uepe3 CEeKyH[y Ha IOy Becesio ropes MaJeHbKHA KOCTEPOK. DTO, OKa3bIBa-
eTcsl, TaK 30POBO — TBOPUTH ITaMsi. Bot mana obpaayercs, kornga y3Haer!.. [lama. .. He xouy o HeM. ..

— Dii! Bo3Bpamaiics! — KpukHyna s.

Bepnyics ve Tonbko Kepus, ciiejoM 3a HUIM B KpyT CBETa BBIIUIM BCe MOU keHUXu. OHU Hecn
YTO-TO, 3aBEPHYTOE B JIUCTbS.

— Bynem yxunHats! — ckazasn ApeH.
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I'naBa 6

JpakoHBI pa3100bUH IPUOOB-CBETISKOB, KOTOPBIE ObLIH JIETKOW JOOBIUEH, TaK KaK WX MUTSATIKA
TYCKJIO CBETWJIUCh B TeMHOTe. [IprHecnu elie HECKOJIBKO KPYIHBIX MEIIEPHBbIX YIUTOK. Beirsaaenu
T€ HE OYEHb aIMEeTUTHO, HO OKA3AJIUCh BIIOJIHE CheJJOOHBIMHU, Ha BKYC ITOYTH KaK MOJUTIOCKU, KOTOPBIX
K HallleMy CTOJTy ITOCTaBJIsLIM PyCaJIKU. 5l Haeslach U MOHSIA, YTO I71a3a CIUMNAIOTCH, a MyTh Jo ['poxo-
YyILEero rpoTa npeacTonT HeOmm3Kuit. OTHAaKO yCTpauBaThCsl HA HOWIET B CHIPOW M TEMHOM Telepe,
i€ NaxJIo IJIECEHBIO U 3aTXJIOCThIO, HE XOTEJIOCh.

Hwuuero, ckopo BBHICILUTIOCh, PACTSIHYBUIMCh Ha TEIJIOM MECOUKe, TOJ] CBETUJIOM, UTO ObEeTCs B
TaKT C CEpALIEM MOEro Marbl. ByATo OH pSIOM M NMPUIVIAIBIBAET 32 MHOM. fl 3aMypuiach, BHOBb
BCIIOMHUB. .. Bckounsa Ha HOru:

— 3a mHoi!

TonbKo HeaIeKo yIia — ylapuiach 00COM HOTOM | 3arpbiraia, COrHYBIIUCH, CKUMAsl YIITUO-
JIeHHbIe Najblbl. VI BOPYr MOYYyBCTBOBAIA, KaK MEHS KTO-TO MOAXBATWJI HAa PYKU. YBHENIA KTO — U
e/1Ba N0/1aBWJIa BO3MYILIEHHbI KPUK.

— Okaxute MHe 4ecTb, Jiei Hpopn, pa3pemnre oTHECTH Bac Ha pyKax! — TPOMKO IIPOM3HEC
Kepun — mi1s Bcex, a moTtoM 00AaBMIJI CO CMEIIKOM, TaK THUXO, YTO YCI/BIIANA TONBKO s1: — BOT He
AyMaJl, 9TO APAKOHHUIIHI TaKUe CTa0CHbKUE CO3JaHusI.

— AX THI....

— W nnist mens aTo Oyaet yects. Y 1711 MeHs1, — TIOCITBIIIAJICS XOP HECTPOWHBIX TOJIOCOB: JKEHUXU
TMOHSIIM, YTO TaKOW IIaHC YITyCKaTh HEJIb3sl.

— Xopoto, — gaja s pa3peleHue, a YTO MHE €llle OCTaBaIOCh.

Tak OHM W TaUMIM MEHs, MepejaBas U3 pyK B PyKH, CJIIOBHO LieHHbI Tpodeil. CHavana s
CTECHSIJIaCh, a MOTOM CMUpWIIack. Tem Oosiee YTo y BCEX MOMX KEHUXOB B TOT MOMEHT ObLITH TaKue
COJIUJIHBIE Y OTBETCTBEHHBIE JIUIIA, OYATO OHU BBHITIOIHSIMA 3aJaHUE TOCYJAPCTBEHHOTO 3HAYEHUS, —
MHE JaXe HEJIOBKO ObUIO JIMIIATh UX STOW PajoCTH.

B I'poxouymuii rpoT NpUIIUIM MO3/IHEH HOUB0. XOTs 371€Ch, KOHEYHO, BCeraa ObUIO TEIUIO U
COJTHEYHO. $I HeBOJIBHO OpOCHIIa B3IJIsI HA OTHEHHBIH I1ap, BUCSIIUIA 10/ cCBoaMH rietepsl. OH cHsi
POBHBIM CBETOM — [1arla HE BOJIHYETCS. XOPOLIO.

Penxue Kynayiplimky py BUJE HACJIETHULIBI POAA U KEHUXOB-PAKOHOB ITOCTIEIINIIN TOKUHYTh
6eper. CKOpO MbI OCTAJIMCh B TPOTE COBCEM OJIHM.

— HagepHoe, ctout 00yCTpOUTH BaM MECTO JJIs1 HOUJIera, — cKasasl ApeH u, He I0KUAasiCh MOETO
OTBETa, OTIPABUJI KOTO 32 BETKAMH, KOTO 32 TPABOl.

Msue ObicTpo coopyauiM Inanami. ['ycTele BETBM CKPBIBAIM OT IJIa3 MOACTUJIKY W3 MSTKOM
TpaBbl. JIOMMK MONyuYMiIcs TaKOM CJaBHBIM, YTO S HEBOJILHO 3€BHYJIA, NPEABKYIIAsl, KaK CIAAKO
BBICILTIOCH.

— Bornbiiie HUYero He kenaere? — CIPOCHII 3a BCeX ApeH, | 10 ero JIMILY ObLIIO 3aMETHO, YTO OH
Y caM He MPOYb OTIOXHYTb, a CIPAIIMBAET TOJBKO U3 BEKIUBOCTH.

[Tpu3sHatock, 51 MPOCTO XOTeNa MOIIYTHTh, 320bIB O TOM, YTO KaK/10€ MOE CJIOBO BOCITPUHMMA-
€TCs1 CO BCEH CEPbE3HOCTHIO.

— [Touemy Obl He IOTaHIIEBaTh, — YBIOHYIACh s1. JIUIa APAKOHOB BHITSHYJIHCh.

OX, Hy KTO MeHs 3a fA3bIK TSAHYJI, TENepb MO3AHO JaBaTh 33JHUN XOJ — IPOCTO HE MOWMYT,
periat, 4To 51 B30AJIMOIIIHAs JEeBYOHKA: TO XOUy TaHIEBaTh, TO HE X04y. XOTs, py4aloch, OHU U TaK
AYyMaIOT, YTO sl N30aJIOBAaHHASI | CBOSHPABHASI.

— IlpaBaa, My3bIKM HET... — poOLLIeNTaa .

— Huvero, — otBeTn 3a Bcex ApeH, ero JMIo OblJI0 HEMPOHUIIAEMbIM. — MBI HalloeM.

3a criuHamu JIpakoHOB ctosul KepuH u enBa ynepxkuBajics oT cMmexa. Mopna xumepckas!
Hwuuero, Tebe Toxke npuaercst co MHOM TaHIeBaTh, HUKY/IA HE JIeHeIIbCs!
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Hukorpa ere 51 He TaHIeBasia Tak, Kak B 9TOT Beuep. Kaxpoe MrHoBeHre ObIJI0 HEOOBIYHBIM U
He3a0biBaeMbIM. [Toxaityid, s1 He jKajiesa O CBOEM HEBOJIBHOM 3aJaHHH.

My3BIKaIbHOE COMPOBOXKICHUE MOTYYMIIOCh CTPAHHOE: JPAKOHBI HalleBaiu Oe3 CJIOB CBOMMMU
CUJIbHBIMU, TYCTBIMU TOJIOCAaMH — MEJIOAMS BBIIIUIA Me[UIEHHAsI, TATyYas U MPOHUKAJA, Ka3ajioch, B
camoe cepLe.

Sl Haxomuack B IIEHTPE KPyra, OKPYKeHHasl IECThIO IPAKOHAMMU, TIOKA OIMH M3 HUX KPYXKUT
MeH$ B TaHLIE, OCTOPOHO CiKaB JIAJIOHb U €/1Ba KacasiChb Jpyroil pykoil Moeil tanuu. Terslii necok
corpeBas O0ocklie CTYMHU. $1 MOHMMANAch Ha IBIITIOYKHU, YTOOBI IOTSHYTHCS 10 MOUX CTATHBIX KEHH-
x0B. U KpyKuitach, KpyKuiiach, He pazinudasi uil. OauH Kpyr ¢ ApeHoMm, BTopoit ¢ Eppekom, motom
yXe He TIOHUMaJia, KTO MO/IXBaThIBaJ MeHs B TaHIle. [1oka... He BcTpeTniach ¢ eXUIHBIM B3IJISAOM
3eJIeHbIX IJ1a3.

— Bot 3T0 THI MX TpeHUpYelllb, — MPOIIENTA OH MHE Ha yXO0. — YBaxaio!

S eipkHYIa ¥ ONPoOOBaIa BEIEPHYTH JIJI0Hb, HO OH YIEpKaj ee B CBOEH pyKe, POTSHYB:

— Tak-Tak, 51 MOKa TOXe TBOM JKEHUX U MMEI0 IIPAaBO Ha TaHel!

— YT0? — 3a10XHYyNach OT BO3MylIeHus 5. — KeHux?

OH 6e33ByYHO paccMestyICs, yBU/IEB MOE HETOIOBAHUE, U 5 TIOHSIA, YTO 9Ta XMMepCKas (PU3HO-
HOMHUSI TIPOCTO €XUAHMYAET, THITasICh BHIBECTH MeHs U3 ceOs1. M s OT 3710CTH TOJIBKO CUJIbHEE CKajla
€ro MaJbIIbl.

— Yo xe, noraniryem! Benpl He OyeT OT OJHOrO TaHIA ¢ XUMEPOi!

— He Oyner, — cornacucst oH.

A TaHUIeBaJ 3TOT raj nmpekpacHo. He 3Halo mouemy, BO3MOXHO, OTTOro, 4ro Kepun ObL1 He
TaKMM BBICOKMM, KaK OCTaJIbHbIE MOU KEHHWXU, MHE HE HYKHO OBUIO HAIpsAraThcs, He Hajgo ObLIO
BCTaBaTh Ha LBITIOYKK. Harmm nBrokeHHs MOMyvYaauch TAKUMH CIQKEHHBIMUA U TAPMOHUYHBIMH, UTO
TaHell JUTWICS U iiics. Sl coBcem 3a0blia, YTO MHE HYKHO TaHIIEBaTh ¢ KeM-To eine. Kepun cmotpen
Ha MEHsI, 9yTh HAKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY, YTOJIKM €ro ry0 TpoHya jierkasi ycmenka. OH OyaTo caM He BepuJ
B TO, YTO 3TO MPOUCXOAUT ¢ HUM. [la u s He Bepwia. S TaHiyto ¢ xumepoi. C )KyTKHM UyJOBHUILEM
W3 MOMX KOIIMapoB!

[Nenue Bapyr o6opBasock. Kepun otolmesn Ha miar U MoKJIOHWIICS. TaHel 3aKOHYMJICS.

— $1 — cnath, — MUCKHYJA 51 ¥ TYT K€ HBIPHYJIA B IIAJAIlI, crpsTagack oto Beex. llexu ropenu.
Cepnue cryyano. Ox, Hy U JieHb. ..

4l ycrana v Haziesiach, YTO yCHY MPHOBEHHO, OTHAKO COH He Iefl. S1 jiexasna B TeHU 3e/IeHbIX
JIUCTHEB HA YIOTHOM MOACTHJIKE, ApeMalia, HO MPOJOJIKaJia CIIBIIIATh CKBO3b COH T0JIoca.

Mow sxeHrxH Bce ernie He crniany. OHU pa30XIiiv KOCTep U MOKapyuBaJIv Ha HEM CeMeHa TUKOTO
MIPBITYHIIA — T€ IIHIEIU Y B3PHIBATUCH, CJIOBHO MAJICHbKUE CHAPSIbI, TIPEBpAIasch B IMAPUKHU OeJIoi
BaTHI.

— M36asnioBaHHas IEBYOHKA, — BAPYT Ycibiiaia s roinoc Eppeka. — Ona monpocty u3aeBaercst
Haj Hamu. [Toxoske, CMOTpUHBI [J1s1 Hee He OoJiee YeM rmoTexa.

1 3akycmiia ry0y, coH Kak pyko# cHsuo. [To cytu, Eppek Obut 11pas, st A€HICTBUTENIHHO HE OTHO-
CHUJIaCh K CMOTPUHAM CEepPbe3HO, HO He AyMaJia, YToO 9TO CTaHeT 3aMeTHO. 1 K ToMy ke CeroqHsIIHINA
BEUEp HE IUIAHUPOBAICA TakuM... IIpocto Tak nmomyuwmitocs... JlagHo xe, Eppek, 3aBTpa nepBbiM
OTIPABUILILCS JIOMOIA!

— 51 BOOOIIIE HE TTOHUMAIO, K YeMy TU TaHIIbl ¢ OyOHaMU, — BTOPIJT eMy XWIbauc. — VIcTHHHOM
JPaKOHUIIE HEe 00sI3aTeNIbHO JIIOOUTh KOTO-TO U3 HAC, YTOOBI 3aKJIIOUUTh OpauHbIil COI03. DTO BCe IS
MOTYKPOBOK.

Xoporio, XuIbauc, Thl KAaHIUAAT Ha BeIObIBaHME HOMep ABa! S Bce 3amomHmMa!

— TakoB oObrvaii, — ckazan Jlarops, u s yclislliajga COMHEHUe B ero rojoce. — K Tomy ke pa3se
MBI He MYKUUHBI? MBI IOJKHBI OUTHCS 32 TIPaBO 00J1a1aTh HEBECTOM.

— CornaceH, — ropstyo noguep:xai ero Ceiax. — burbes! Y modeauts JOKeH CUTbHEeH I !

UYro ke, BBl JBOE TIOKA OCTABANTECh. . .
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— Mmue kaxercsi, ArHapa He ToToBa K Opaky, — ycibliiaia st Bapyr rojoc Kepuna. — OHa coBcem
AeBYOHKa. Bce ee Oe3paccyqHble U IIyTible MOCTYIKH OTTOTO, YTO OHA IO CYTH eI1le AUTS.

— Yro 3Xe Thl AeJaelb Toraa Ha cMOTpuHax ? — noajaen ero dcreiiH. — [louemy He yreren?

S Bapyr cooOpasmia, uTo u3-3a MeHs KepuH 3actpsit Ha rope Hvopn erre o kpaitHedt mepe
Ha CYTKH, JI0 clefiylomei Houl. .. EMy Hedero OblJIo OTBETHTH Ha CJI0Ba DCTelHA.

Kepun... § nexana 1 HEBOJIBHO BCIIOMHMHAJIA CBOIO JIAIOHb B €r0 pyKe, Halll TaHell, ero I71a3a,
YTO CMOTPEJIM TaK BHUMATEJIbHO U B TO K€ BPEMA C TOJIMKON E€XuacCTBa. On IMPUBEJI JPAKOHOB MHE Ha
niomoriik. OH oTo11eN, YToObl He YyBCTBOBATH 3ar1axa Moer KpoBH. Hec MeHsI IO TEMHBIM TOHHEJISIM.

3aueMm TbI xuMepa, Kepun?! I'ackas xumepckas ¢pusznonomus. C 3eneHsiMu riazamu. U ten-
JILIMH PpYKaMHU. . .

51 cepnuTo mepeBepHyIack Ha Apyroi 6ok. He cxonu ¢ yma, Araapa Heop!
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I'naBa 7

S mpocHyach OT 3amaxa roTOBSIIENCS Ha KOcTpe elbl. JIpakoHbl YCIieu K MoeMy TpoOyK-
JICHUI0 HAJIOBUTH PHIOBI U TETIEphb JKapwiiv ee Ha yIsax. 51 cena M Kak Morja, msTepHel, pacdyecana
3aryTaHHble TpsAau. Hu ciykaHKy TOOIM30CTH, YTOOBI ClieNiaTh TPUIECKY, HU KYBIIMHA C BOJIOM,
4yTOOBI yMBITECS. HeBecTa-3amapariika. $1 mombitanack MpuaaTh JMITY CTPOroe BhIpakeHue, OyITo Mo
3aCMaHHBIN U HEPAIUTUBBIN BUI COBCEM MeHS He CMyIaer. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TOT, KOMY 5 HY)KHa B
Ka4yecTBe KeHbI, TOJKeH MOHUMATh, YTO JKEHUTCS OH He Ha 3(heMepHOM CO3JIaHHH, UTO 51 TAKOW XKe
JPaKOH — U3 IJIOTH U KPOBHU.

[Tpu BUie MEeHS KEHUXH MTOTECHUINCH, YCTyMasi MECTO y KocTpa. 51 cesa Ha TIECOK, U TyT ke Y
MOMUX HOT TIOJIOXKWJIH JIUCT C 3aTIeUeHHOU PhIOOH, TIOCHIITAHHO! TpaBamu. [1axji0 yMOmoMpadnTebHO.

— Yo Tenepn? — cripocust ApeH, KOTOPBIA, HACKOJIBKO 1 TIOHSIA, B3sUT Ha ceOs1 poJib JIMepa.

[Ta1h 1pakOHOB MOCMOTpENIM Ha MEHSI C HEKOTOPhIM ykacoM. KepuH ke OnecHy/ 3e/ieHbIMU
r71a3aMU, ¥ MHE TOYYIUJIOCh B €ro B3MJIsA/e MPpeaBKyIeHne: «UTo OHa elre BhayMaeT?»

A 4T0 5 Mory BhIIyMaTh? Buepa Bce MPOM3O0IILIIO CIyYaiiHO, BCE MOM 3a/1aHUs ObUIA YMUCTON
MMIIPOBU3ALMEN.

— M-M-M, — IpoTsIHYNA 1, ONJISI/IBIBASICh, U XOTeJa ObUIO YCTPOUTHh COPEBHOBAHUE, KTO OOJIbITe
HaOepeT SATrof, MyCTh JIaXe ITO BHIITISAACTIO COBCEM IMO-/IETCKH.

Ho 1yt npousomnuio HenpeapuaeHHoe. OrHEHHBIN Iap HA/I HAIIIMMU TOJIOBAMU BIPYT 3aMep-
a1, 3a01Ics, KaKk BCTPEBOKEHHOE CepalIe.

— INana! — HEBOJILHO BHIPBAJIOCH Y MEHSI.

Yro-TO ciyymrioch B 3aMke. UTo-To paccTpowmsio narmy. YBepeHa, puurHa Obl1a He BO MHE, HO
OT 9TOTO C/AEAJIOCH elre cTpariHee. [1arna 0OBYHO He MepekrBaeT U3-3a MeJIouel, 3HAUUT, CTPSICIIOCh
YTO-TO JIGUCTBUTENIBHO cepbe3HOoe. UTO-TO ¢ MaMOYKOM?

4 BckouMsIa Ha HOTH:

— Wnem nomoii!

— Bbl X0THTE CKa3aTh, JeTUM? — YTOUHUI ApEH.

OH He XyXe MeHs IMOHSUI, YTO TBOPUJIOCH UTO-TO HeJlagHoe. S 3a)KMypuiach, 4yBCTBYS, UTO
3eMJIsI YXOIUT U3-TIo1 Hor. Mosl Ayina pBajiachk B 3aMOK, HO COTJIacHe JIETeTh O3HAYaso, YTo 5 MOJ-
crapmo Kepuna. {1 He mory, HEe MOy 3TOro CAEJaTh. . .

I'my6oko B310XHYNA, MEAJICHHO BBIJOXHYJIA, H300pa3uiia Ha JIUIIE YIILIOKY.

— 4... Xo4y nporynsaTscs.

Ha numiax apakoHOB SICHO YMTAJIOCh BCE, YTO OHM 000 MHe aymaior. U b KepuH BriepBbie
rocMoTpest 6e3 cBoell OOBIYHON eXUAHOW yeMeliku. [la, Xumepuina, s Jesiai 310 paau TeOsi, U Thl
9TO NOHsLI!

Bech gonruii myTh IOMOH S HE MOIJIa J[yMaTh HU O YeM JIPYroM, KpoMe Kak O B3BOJTHOBAH-
HOM cep/Iiie Moero oTia. JKeHUXH MbITATUCh pa3Bjiedb MEHsI Pa3roBOpamMu, HO s OTBeYasia HEBITOMAI,
OTBJIeKaJIaCh, U OHU OTCTAJIH.

Ho BoT HakoHer1 caj 1 3aMOK. Ha miepBBIi B3MJIsA] HUYETO CTPAITHOTO He TPOU30IILIO. 1 TOBKO
ycresia MUMOJIETHO YIMBUTBCS TOMY, UTO COJHIIEC YKe KJIOHUTCS K Beuepy: U3-3a MPOryJIoK o Moj-
3eMHBIM ITepexoiaM U HOYEBKU B [ poxodyIiiem rporte, rjie BeYHbI IeHb, MOM BHYTPEHHHE Yachl COM-
JIVCh, U 51 HE yMaJia, YTO 3aKaHYMBAIOTCS BTOPHIE CYTKU.

Bce kazasoch 0OBIYHBIM, HO s BCE YCKOpSUIA IIar, a MOTOM IOYTH Oekasia Mo MPUCHITAaHHBIM
MIECKOM JIOpOXKaM. JKeHUXU JIETMKATHO OTCTAJIN Ha HECKOJIBKO JIECATKOB METPOB.

$1 MUHOBaJIa KPBUTBIIO, TOJIKHYJIA JIBEPH.

Mawma crosiia y kamuaa. OHa BHITJIsIIENIa TaK, TOYHO Hape3asia KPyry 1o TOCTHHOM, a 3amepria
TOJIKO TOT/A, KOTJa yBWjeda MeHs. MeHs — B3bepollleHHYyo, B IUiamie, 6ocyo. HasepHoe, mms
HACJIETHUILIBI POJA s CMOTpeJiach ceivyac Henogooaroiie. Mama BCILIeCHYIa PyKaMHu.
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— Jloub! — TONIBLKO U CKa3aJia OHa.

— Yro-TO0 ¢ mamnoii? — OpIcTpo cripocuia 5. — Ero cepaiie. ..

Mawma, crapasicb MeHsI YCIIOKOUTb, OBICTPO TMOKayaja roJoBOH, a IOTOM MOOILIA U O0HSIA,
YYBCTBYSl MOE COCTOSIHUE.

— Her, Her, — npomenTana ona. — C nanoii Bce xopomo. Ho... [Tnoxue HoBocTH.

— Kakue?

UYro-To B ronoce MaMbl MeHsI O4eHb Iyrajo. Ho raBHoe — ¢ maroi He CIIy4rsIoch HUYEro
crpariHoro. U TyT ke BepHYJIOCh BOCHIOMHHAHKE O TOM, YTO pacckasan MHe KepuH.

—I'ne oH? — cripocuiia s ¢ 3aMHUpaHUEM cepaLia.

— Vrneren te6s uckatb. Ho oGeman Bo3Bpaiarbcst Kak/Iplil 4ac v y3HaBaTh, HE BEPHYJIACH JIU
THI.

CTpaHHO, HO BIEPBBIE 32 BCIO JKU3Hb S UCTIBITAIa OOJIETYEHUE OT TOTO, YTO Marbl HET IoMa.

Mawma roriesioBasia MeHsI B JIOO:

— Tbl uau, Most IEBOYKA, MpUBEU ceds B TOPSIOK, a 51 TIOKa COOEPYCh C MBICIISIMHU, YTOOBI BCE
TeOe pacckaszarb. A TBOM KeHUXU?..

— Unyt cnenom. Ckopo OyayT.

— Pacnopsikych HaKpbITh Ha CTOJ.

51 ybexana BBepx 1o JiecTHHIle. S OblIa paja, 4To OcTaHyCh oqHa. MHe Toke HaJo coOpaThes
C MBICTISIMH.

Apxa, ThXas U CKpOMHas, HE Jie3lla C paccrnpocaMu. Momuya MOMOIJIa YMBIThCS, 3aruieia
BOJIOCHL. $1 BRIOpasia B rapaepode cuMmnaTuyHoe, HO JOBOJIBHO MpocToe riathe. [locmoTpena Ha cebdst
B 3epkaJio. [a, BOoT Tenepsb 310 Obia st — ArHapa Heopa, ¥ IycTh B TOM Hapsifie s BBIIVIsIAENA COBCEM
nes4yoHkoi. He Bpemst muist urp. Cityqmsioch 4To-To IJIOXOe. .. S1 OyKBajabHO 4yBCTBOBAJIA HATIPsIKeE-
HUE, Pa3JIMTOE B BO3IYXE.

B nBeps nocryyanu, v MaJbYMIIKA-THOM POOKO MPUOTKPBLT €€ POBHO HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI IPO-
CYHYTb B LIIeJIb HOC U KPUKHYTh:

— Jlenu, Bam otery BepHysicsi. OH KI€T Bac BHU3Y.

$I He MorJIa MOHATH, YTO YYBCTBYI0. Panocth? Beab oH BepHysics, ¢ HUM Bce Xopoio. I'HeB?
OO6uny? Benb OH CTONBKO JIET CKpbIBaJ OT MeHs mpaBay. M Bce xe... HaBepHoe, ceiiuac He Bpems
3ateBaTh pa3roBop. 1 0OnMM3Hya cyxue ryOobl ¥ pacTepiia BHE3AIMHO MOOJIeJHEBIINE IEKH, YTOOB! OHU
CTaJIM XOTh YyTOYKY PO3OBBIMU: HE XOTeJIa BOJIHOBATh MaMy.

Cryckanach Me[IJIEHHO-ME/JIEHHO. YBU/Ie/Ia HAKPBITHINA K YKUHY CTOJI B TOCTUHOM. [IpakoHOB,
YTO He MPUCTYNAJHU K Tparie3e: k/1am MeHs. KepuHa, KOTOpbIil PUCTAIbHO CMOTpPESI B CTOPOHY JIECT-
HUIIBL $1 BCTpeTniach ¢ HUM B3ISAOM. A OH MOYEMY-TO MOKa4asl FoJIOBOM, TOYHO rOBOpWIL: «Her».
Yro ner, Kepun?

A marma... {1 He yBUJIeNa €ro 3a CTOJIOM, a OH, OKa3bIBAETCH, CTOSLJT Y TTOJHOKMS JIECTHULIBL.

— lopommuka! — OH CHsUT MeHs C TOCIeTHEN CTYNEHbKH, MPUXKaJl K TPydu, TOUYHO s CHOBA
CTajia MaJIbIIIKOM.

Sl BHOXHYJ1a pOIHOM, TETUIBIN 3amax U Ha CeKyH/ly TOYyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl B IOJTHOW O€30MaCHOCTH
B JTIOOSIIMX M HAJISKHBIX pyKax. A TOTOM...

[ToToMm s ero oTTOJNKHY/A, pacenuia ero pyku. K ropity mogkatui ropbKuil KOMok. MHe ObL10
OOJBHO BUJIETH €10 I71a3a: OH HUYEro He MOHMMAJL.

—4... ycrana... — conrana s, He 0OBSICHSISI HICTUHHBIX 9yBCTB. — YTO cityymsiock, mama? Yrto
3a IJI0XUe HOBOCTU?

OH B3s1 MeHs 3a pyKy M MoBeJl K ctony. W Tonpko cefiyac s 3amMeTusia, 4To Cpeau rocrei
HaXOJSATCS CTPAXKHUKHU-/IPAKOHBI. 3a4eM OHM 31eCh?

— Vxe Bce 3HAIOT, KpOMe MOeH J1ouepH, — ckaszas nana. — Ho ee 31o kacaetcsi OoJbliie BCero.
Heckonpko yacoB Hazaja y mogHoxus ropbl Heopn Obuto 0OHapykeHO Tesio DiieiBa 3ubepra co
crnenamu 3yOoB u korteid. OH Jpajcs U oruo, cpaxasich 3a CBOIO KU3Hb.
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— DnnieiiBa 3ubepra? — nporenrana s.

9TO UMS HU O YEM MHE He TOBOPUJIO.

— OJHOTO U3 JKEHUXOB, — OOBSICHIII Mara. — Toro, KTo He MpueTel Ha CMOTPHUHBI.

— 310 YOUICTBO! — BECOMO IMPOU3HEC OIUH U3 CTPAKHUKOB, BCTaBasl. — M 3TO [1EJI0 pyK XMMepBHI.
Kotopsiii, BEpOsITHO, 3aHSIT MECTO OTHOTO U3 JKEHUXOB.

Sl BCKpUKHYyna, CKaB pyKH y rpyau. HUKTO He yaMBWIICS, YTO I0HAs IeBYIIKA HAITyraHa TaKUM
M3BECTHEM, HO HUKTO HE 3HAJI, YTO 51 UyBCTBYIO Ha camoM jeie. [louemy MHe MoKa3ajioch, CJIOBHO
s IPOBAJIMJIACH B UepHYylo-uepHylo 0e3aHy? [Touemy Tak oTyasiHHO XodeTcs Kpudarh? Xumepa. Hy
koHeuHo. Kto e ere! OH mpuieTen 3a KPOBbIO IpaKOHA U MOYTH MPUBEIT B UCTIOJTHEHUE CBOM TUIaH,
OJIHAKO B MOCJIETHIIA MOMEHT BCe TOIIUIO HE TaK, KaK OH 3a/lyMaJl.

— Ckopee Bcero, ero 37ech HeT, — HaXMypuJcs nana. — Mosi 10ub UCTUHHAsI JPAKOHUIA U
qyBCTBYeT xuMep. OHa TaBHO YHUUTOXHIA Obl ero cBoeit Marvieil. C MpuriameHrssMy Mpor30IILIa
MYTaHWIIA. . .

[Nama roBopuJI, HO B TO e BpeMsI CKOJIb3UJI LIETTKUM B3IJISIIOM TIO JIUIaM SKEeHUXOB.

— T'opommHka, — CHOBa BBIIOXHYJ OH, TOYHO HE HAJ/IEsICh Ha CBOIO MaMsITh M HE 3Hasl, YTO elle
MOXHO TIpeANpUHATh. — Thl MpoBesa ¢ HUIMU CTOJIBKO BpeMeHH. Thl Obl TOUyBCTBOBaJIA €ro?

Bennprii mana. Kakoit on 6611 OieHbiid. ['yObl cxathl. MHe KakeTcsi, cefiuac U3 CaMbIX CKPBITHIX
YTOJIKOB €ro AyIIH BHINOJI3IN BCE 3aTaeHHble cTpaxu. OH cliea mar Brepes, HEOCO3HAHHO 3aK pbIBast
MeEHS COOOM, 1 4 MOHSJIA, 4TO OOJIBIIIE BCErO OH OOUTCA 32 MEHS.

«310 Kepun! — xorena KpukHyTb 1. — Camo3BaHbli1 JJopa DHpaH Ajbreip! XBaraite ero!»

Ho TosipKO BCXJMITHYSA, MOMIATHY/IACK, & TIOTOM OpOCHIIach BBEPX IO CTYIEHSIM, CTPEMSICh
cripsiTatbes B cBoell KoMHare. CJI0BHO 51 CHOBa MaJjieHbKasl eBouKa. CJIOBHO JBEpY CNAJbHU MOTYT
3alIUTUTH MEHS OT JTII0OOTO yKaca.

1 Bce paBHO JI0KHA cKa3aTh. Ternepb MOHSITHO, 3a4€M Thl TOBOPUJI MHE «HET». Ho TakoMy He
Oyner rpoienus. Bep He cunTaens ke Thl, YTO 1 HACTONIBKO HauBHA? [Toasblid, KOBapHBIN, HEHA-
BUCTHBIN XUMeEpa.

Ceituac. .. § TOMBKO BBIIABIIO M3 TIAMSITA BOCTIOMUHAHUS O TBouX pykax. O TBoei yibiOke. O
TOM, YTO 51 yJbI0anach B OTBET. MHe HyKHO BCETO JIMIIb MSATh MUHYT, YTOOBI OCO3HATh. A TOTOM S
BEPHYCh ¥ Bbl1aM TeOs!
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I'naBa 8

Ho muHyTHI yOeranm ogHa 3a APYroi, a s ChjieNa Ha Kpako KpoBaTH, olerneHeB. S 3Hana, 4to
OHHU cJIeNIaioT ¢ HUM. Jlerkoii cMepTH oH He ToyuuT. KeprH ObUT 1paB, mperoaras, 4To CTpaXHUKA
CTaHyT yOUBaTh €ro Me/IJICHHO. Y KakJOro IpakoHa CBOU CUETHI C XUMEPaMHU, a Terepb, TOCIIe TOTO
KaK OH YOWJI OJIHOTO U3 HAIIIKX, Jake CTPAIITHO MPEANOI0KUTh, CKOIBKO MPOAJIATCS €r0 MyYeHHUS. . .

Ecnu Tonbko norpocuts namy? Moskert, oH cMoskeT noBiusATh? Ho s TyT ke mokpyTuia rojio-
BOM, OTMETast 3Ty MbICJIb: OH He CTaHEeT IIOMOIaTh XHMepe.

Uro Tel YyBCTBYelllb ceituac, KeprH, OCTaBIIMCH Cper BParoB, OIIyIasi, YTO CMEPTh MOICTY-
U1 COBCEM OJTU3KO?

YV MeHSs TOJIBLKO OUH BBIXO. OTIYCTHTS 51 €70 He MOTY — KTO 3HAET, KOTO OH YObET CII/YIOIINM.
Ho s cama... Cama mory ero youts! BeicTpo 1 6e30071e3HeHHO.

S Benp cmory? S momkHa! 4 npakonunia! Mama Obl cMorIIa, 51 9T0 TOUHO 3Hat! Eciv oH Hanager
Ha MeHs1, Marus cpaboraet! Ho cHavana... 4 criporny, 3auemM OH 3TO clesall. . .

Tereps, Koraa pereHue ObUIO PUHSTO, s TOYYBCTBOBAJA oOserdenvie. [logHsack, mommmurania
ce0s1 3a Oyie/THBIE IIEKU, BCTPSXHY/IA pyKaMu, pa3roHsis 110 Tely KpoBb. Hudero, BUIHO, CeroiHs IeHb
TAaKOM, UTO MPUAETCS OBICTPO MOB3POCIIETh. XBATUT ObITh MAJIEHHKOW AEBOYKOM TOJ] ONIEKON MaMbl,
TIarnbl ¥ JIeTyIIKH.

Hayo Tonmpko npuaymMarh odepeHoe UIMOTCKOe 3aJaHre, KOTOPOe MO3BOJIUT MHE OCTaThCs C
HUM HaeauHe. K MouMM BBIKpyTacam Bce yKe MPUBBIKJIM, TaK YTO He YAUBATCA. A TIOTOM, KOT/a Bce
Oy/IeT KOHYEHO, 51 00BSICHIOCH ITepe] POAUTEISIMU.

Tlocty mo-npexxHeMy cUIer BOKPYT CTONA, YKUH MTPOXOAWIT BSJIO: HUKOMY KYCOK B TOPJIO HE
ne3. PasroBop, BCIibIXMBast TO HA OJIHOM KOHIIE CTOJIa, TO Ha APYroMm, ObIcTpo rac. CTpaxHUKHU-/pa-
KOHBI CBOUM TIPUCYTCTBHEM MOTYATMBO HATOMUHAIIU O TOM, YTO CIYYHUJIOCHh CTpAIIIHOE.

[Nama npu BUjie MeHsI MOAHSIICA HaBcTpeuy. [ToqHSAINCh U OCTAJTbHBIE.

— Ecnm xouerb, y:kuH TeOe MPUHECYT B CMIATBHIO, — CKa3aJl OH, HAKJIOHUBIIIHUCH, YTOOBI TIOIIE-
JIOBaTh MEHS B BHCOK.

51 oTmarHynack, yabpIOHyIach C1aboi YaBIOKOM, Ha/IesCh: Tara pelmT, 9YTo Y MeHs pa3dosiesiach
rosioBa. Cesa 3a CTOJ Ha OCTaBJICHHOE Il MeHs MecTo. [TofHsIa B30I — ¥ ITepBOe, UTO yBUIENA,
3eJIeHble BHUMaTeIbHbIe 11a3a. KepuH Toxke ObuUT OneieH. MeHs 3aMyTHJIO, U 1 OHAM MaxoM OCY-
mIa 0oKas ¢ BOJOM.

— 41 xoTena Obl MPOIOTIKUTD UCTILITAHUS, — CKa3ajia sl TUXO, HO TBEPJIO.

W namneBatsp, 4TO s B IIa3aX BceX CMOTPIOCH TIOC/IEIHEN HIUOTKOM. Bee Tak 3amyTaiock, 4to
PacIUIeCTH TOT y3eJ MOKHO TOJIBKO OJJHUM CIIOCOOOM — pa3pyoOuB ero.

— JIOYeHbKa. .. — OCTOPOKHO HavaJla Mama.

— D710 NMyuine! — nepedusa s ee T0BOJIBLHO I'py00, HO TYT ke cOABWIA TOH: — DTO JIyUllle. .. YeM
IIPOCTO */1aTh. .. Bbl Be/lb Mocaiv 3a KOPOJIEBCKOW CTpaske, Kak s IOHUMalo?

PaccrnenoBannsiMu yOUICTB JPaKOHOB 3aHUMAJICS OCOOBIA OTIEN KOPOJIEBCKOW CTpakH, W,
BEpOSTHO, TIOKA OHU He MPUOYIYT, HUKTO W3 HAIIUX TOCTEH He BIpaBe MOKuUAaTh ropy Heop.

— Ia, — orBetun ApeH. — Mo OTell ToKe ITPUJIETUT.

OTM4YHO, TOBLKO KOPOJIS 371eCh He XBaTaio! Y MeHs He TAK MHOTO BpEMEHHU, YTOOBI UCTIOJTHUTh
3ayMaHHOe.

— 4 monmnmaro Bac, ieau Heopn, — nponosmkui npuHil. — Hetr Huyero xyxe oxuaanus. Kak Mbt
MOKEM OTBJIeUb Bac?

— Sl momymato, — ckazasia s TUXO, He OTpbIBasl B3IJIsAA OT TApeJKH, OMacasiCh, YTO BHOBb YBUKY
o Kepuna. HeBeiHOCHMO OBLITO BUIETH €TO. . .

CHoBa BbI3BaTh X Ha MPOryJKy 1o caay? [lama He ormyctut... Ho Kak ke ocTaThCcs HaeauHe
TaK, YTOOBI HUKTO HAC He yBUEN U He ycibimain?.. M TyT MeHs 03apuJio.
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— 4 mpoBeay [U1s Bac 9KCKYpCHIO IO 3aMKy. Bbl Beab ero tonkom He ocmotpenu. Haunewm c
OalllH1 HA CaMOM BEpXy.

Haunem co cmorpoBoii Oanman, Kepun. Tam Bcerga Tak BETpeHO, YTO TBOU CJIOBA, €CJIHU ThI
3ax04ellb YTO-TO CKa3aTh MHE HAMOCJEO0K, YCIIBIILY TOJIbKO 1.

— Hapmu. ..

— He BonHyiics1, mana, — odopBasia s ero. — Thl Bejib TIOMHHIIb, MOSI Marusi yOUBaeT Xumep.
MHe Heuero 0osAThbCS.

Mos marust youBaet xumep. S B ynop cmotpena Ha Kepuna, a TOT psiMO ¥ CMEJIO CMOTpE
Ha MeHs1. OH TIOHsUJT, OH 3HAJI... YTo e Thl OOJIbIIe He Kavaellb TOJIOBOM, TTpocs normaab? Yto xe,
TEeM Jierdye MHe OyJier. ..

— CocraBute MHE KOMITAHUIO, JIOpA AJbreip?

B 310T pa3 s He crana XOAUTh BOKPYT J]a OKOJIO: HEKOTJa U He3aueM, Halo PelIuTh BCEe OHUM
MaXOM.

— Ja.

— Jlequ Hpopn siBHO O7aroBoMT K 3TOMY BBICKOUKe, — mpormnen Celmk, oOpaiiasich
K Eppeky. OH Mor gaxe He MPUTBOPATHCA, OYATO HE XOTell, YToObI 51 310 ciblmana. Ho s coenana
BU/JI, YTO HE 0OpaTuiia BHUMaHHS Ha €ro CJIOBA.

Bcrana n nocnenmia K J1eCTHULE, CIIBIIIA 32 CIIMHOM 11ark Xumepsl. [1epBblii TposieT, BTOPOX. . .

— Bul gpoxute, nequ Heopa.

Bor kak, mbl cHOBa Ha Bbl. [lepen cMepThio Bce CTAHOBATCS Tak OUIMAIBHBL. 1 HUYero He
crana orBevarb. U n1a, s 1eMCTBUTENBHO ApOXKaa.

Tpertuii stax. [lenymika He JIIOOUT, KOT/ia Mana 1 MaMa MOJHUMAIOTCS clofa 0e3 pa3perieHus,
HO 51 MOIJIa IPUXOIUTh K HEMY B Jmodoe Bpems cyTok. YerBeptoiid. CTyneHu, BeAyIye B OalIHIO.
ITo Horam notsnyso xonogom. Kpyrblii mycroit 3a1. CkBO3b y3Kue OKHa BpbIBaJIcsl BeTep. BeiBectu
Kepuna Ha 6ankon? W npsimo 3aech?

1 pe3ko obepHyaack. Bee Bpemsi, Moka 51 OAHMMAIACh, MHE YyJHJIOCh, UYTO €r0 PYKHU TSHYTCS K
MOeH I1iee, HOT'TH BBITATUBAIOTCS, TTPEBPAIAsCh B KOI'TH, 3yObl YITMHSAIOTCS. BKiTIouriack Obl Marus,
eci Obl MHE I'pO31JIa HeMoCpeACTBeHHast onacHocTh? Hanetock, uto fa. .. Ho oH mpocTo 1mien cieaom.
U ceiivac cTos1, He 0N HECKOJIBKUX IIAroB.

I'neBHbIE crioBa 3amepsn Ha s3bike. HeHaBUCTh BTSHYJIA OCTpble UIVIBL. Sl MJIOXO pasnuyana
B TEMHOTE €ro JIMIO, HO ceidvac, KOrja OH CTOsUI Tak OJNM3KO, He yrpoXkas MHE HUYeM, s BHOBb
BCIIOMHMIIA Bee. Kak OH rornpasiisiyl B3MOKUIYIO YEJIKY, B IISATBIA pa3 MbITasICh pa3kedb HEMOCTYITHbIN
KOcTep B chipoil neniepe. Kak aepxkan Molo JIaIoHb ¥ yrafplBajl BCe ABWKEHUs B TaHLle. YTo OBl s HU
AymaJa, s He MOIJIa OBEPUTh, YTO OH YOHMHIIA.

Ho on yowiiia. IHaue He MOKET OBITb.

— Yo e Thl He MOJIUIIL OOJBIIE O Momaae? — sI3BUTETBHO CIIPOCHJIA s, TIOorpeBas B cede
310cTh. — Kak moHs, uto pazobnayeH, Tak cpa3y BCs TOPIOCTD YJIETyYHIach, aa?

— 51 He mpocui o noutaae, — CAePXKaHHO OTBETHJI OH, KaXeTcsl, ICHCTBUTENIBHO HE MIOHUMAs,
YTO 51 UMEIO B BUJLY.

— Toraa 3a cTONIOM ThI TIOKayaJl TOJIOBOM, OYATO TOBOPWI «HET». Heyxenu mymai, 4To s He
BBLIAM TeOSI [IOCIIE BCEro?

— 4l... — Havan OBUIO OH, HO TYT JIMILIO €ro 3aTBepaeso. — He crany Hu4ero oObsICHATh. Thl U
Tak BCE pelwia. 3aKOHYMM yXke C 9TOH 3aTsHyBLUelcs ucropred. oy u pacckaxu UM, yCIOKOW
cBOIO coBecTh! Benb T 32 3TMM MeHs ciofa npuBena? OObSIBUTH, YTO OOJIbINE HE CTaHelTh MEHS
MOKPBIBATh?

— Her, ue 3a stum, Kepun!

— 3auem xe?

— YtoObl youTs TeOs1, Xxumepa!
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Kax oH HU OBLT cepbe3eH JI0 3TOro MOMEHTA, HO TYT He BbIIEpKaJl, pACCMESIICS TUXUM CMEXOM,
KOTOpBIN. .. Tak MHE HpaBWJICS B HEM. ..

— Yro cmerHOro?! — KpUKHYIa si, 00psich C MPOTUBOPEYMBBIMH YyBCTBAMH, UYTO BHOBb CTeC-
HWJIM cepaLe.

Mama roBopuiia, YTo XMMepbl YMEIOT 3a4apoBbIBaTh. MOXET, OH UMEHHO 3TO CO MHOM Mpoje-
nan? Xors... MaMa TOBOPUJIA, YTO JJIs TOr0 XUMeEpY HaJlo nouesosats. .. Ho He nenoBasa xe Mmama
xumepy?

— UzBunMTE MOI1 cMmex, Jienu Hvopn. A nogymait, uro sto mytka. Ho tenepb BUKy, 4TO HET, —
Y BHOBb B €I0 I0JI0CE€ CKBO3WJIM 3HAKOMBIE SI3BUTEJIbHBIE HOTKU.

BusHo, 3Ta TMYHOCT NOMNBITAETCS A3BUTD AaXe TOINA, KOIAa OXPaHHUKM CTaHYT pPBaTh €ro Ha
YacTH.

— Eciu 51 1e6s1 BolIaM, OHU OyayT yOUBaTh T€Os MyUHUTENBHO. .. A ...

— Xotenmm n30aBUTh MeHs OT 3Toi yuacTu? Kak G1aroposiHo ¢ Baiei CTOpoHbI!

OH cHOBa MPOHU3MPOBAJ, a s HAJIMBAJIACh KPAackoy OT cThiga u rHeBa. M Bapyr Kepun cran
cepbeseH, MoIoIIe OJIMIKe Ha Mapy MaroB, MPOTSHYJI ObUIO PYKH, CIOBHO XOTeJI B3ITh MEH:I 3a TUIeUH,
HO § OTIIPSIHYJI4, U OH OIYCTHJI UX.

— Her, Hapu. 4 He xouy, 4TOOBI YMCTasi 1 HEBUHHAS AEBOYKA KUJIA TIOTOM C MBICJIBIO O TOM, UTO
OHa coBepima youicTso. [ycTs 1axe Thl JyMaellb, YTO OKaKeIIb MHE YCIIyTy. YOUICTBO pa3beiaeT
ayuiy...

On nHasBan meHs Hapu? U OblT Tak cocpeioToueH ceiyac. §l cMoTperna B I71a3a B3pocComy,
YMHOMY COOECEeIHUKY. B rpyam Bce MyYHTENTbHO CKaIOCh.

— A TebGe yOMICTBO AyIly He pa3benaeT? — B 3aMalbUMBOCTUA KPUKHYIA S, TIHITAsICh BEPHYTh
OCTaTKHM MYXECTBa, YTOOBI JOBECTH AEJIO O KOHIIA.

Ho 4 yxe noHumana, 4to Bcs MOSI pEIIMTEIbHOCTb PA3JIeTeNach B MbUIb OT €r0 CIIOKOMHOTO
rojoca ¥ BHUMATEJIbHOIO B3IVIsAAA. BexymmHyma, oco3HaBasi, yTo npourpaia. Yto MHe npuiercs
BBIJIaTh €r0 ¥ 00peyYb Ha MYKH. ..

U 1yt Kepun kocHyscsi Moeii meku. B ero sxecte He ObUTO yrpossl. $1 Buzena siCHO, 4TO OH
clieJiaJl 3TO HEOCO3HAHHO, OH TOJIBKO XOTeJ yTeluTh MeHsA. OH U paHbllle MeHs Kacajcs, U He CIIy-
4aJIOCh HUYETO IUIOXOTO. . .

Ho ceituac. .. BugHo, B TiyOMHe Ayl st MOBepHJIa B TO, YTO OH yOwiinia. B cBoem BooGpake-
HUHM 5 yCIieJia YBUJIETh HE3HAKOMOTO MHE Jiopaa 3ubepTa, Ybe UCKAJICYeHHOE TeJI0 OOHAPYKIIH Yy
nogHoxus ckaibl. M korna KepuH n0TpoHYyJCsS 10 MOEH IIEKU — MATKO, OCTOPOKHO, CAMBIMU KOH-
YMKaMH TaJIbLEB, — MHE BIPYT CTaJIO KapKO-KapKo, a KOXa TMOJBbIXHY/Ia cepeOpUCThIM cHsTHUEM. S1
MIOYTH Cpa3y coBiagaa ¢ COOOM, IEMCTBYs CKOpee Ha MHCTUHKTAX, YeM OCO3HaHHO. [ yOOKO B310X-
HyJIa, TOYHO BOUpast B ceds cuity. CusiHue noracyio, Ho KeprH yske oTieTes K CTeHe U ynas Tam, Kak
MOIOUTHINA. YT, Kak Kyda TPAIbS. ..

— Kepun! — B3BbUIA f1, majgas psagoM Ha kosneHu. — Her, Het. [loxanyiicra, ver! Ckaxu, 4to
THI )KUB!

4 Benp He ycnena? S Beap He Moria CUJIbHO eMy NoBpeauTh? CusiHue JUIMJIOCh HE JOJIbIIIe
cekyHbl! A Tpscia Kepuna, 4yBcTBYys, UTO Ha najblax ocraercst Kposb. UTo 5 cnenana! 4 3akpuyana,
a MOTOM 3aIljIlakajla OT HEMOoIpPaBUMOCTH TOTO, YTO HaTBOpwia. M TONBKO ceiuac OIIyTHIa CMBICI
ckazanHoro KepuHom: youiicTBo pazbenaet ayiry. Bo MHe yxe 00pazoBajiach uepHasi BOPOHKa, FOTO-
Basl yTSHYTh 32 COOOM BCIO PajjOCTh, BECh CBET. ..

U TyT oH nommesenuics. 3akanuisl. A s, OMKHYB, HalIlJIa €0 PyKY.

— Trol Benp xuB? Tol kUB?

— JKug... — mpodopmoTait oH. — Kakast kanoctb. Ycren noHagesiTbCsl, YT0 BCe 3aKOHIMUIIOCh. . .

— T HeBbIHOCUMBIN XUMepa! f cuibHO TeOs1 paHuia?

— He coumkom.
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B TyckJsioM 3akaTHOM CBeTe 51 CMOIJIa PasIiIsieTh, YTo Koka KepruHa mokpeiTa nopesamu, Ho,
CyZs 10 BCEMY, HE OUeHb TITYOOKUMH.

— Dro Benp He Thl, Aa? He Thi! — BOpyr coodpazmna s1. — Ecm OBl THI IpaJics ¢ APAKOHOM, TO
ObLT ObI BECh M3PAHEH, & ThI SIBUJICS K HaM O3 eTMHON I1apaIiuHbl !

— Ha, Hapwu, 310 He 51, — B3AOXHYJ OH, CIIOBHO cAaBasicb. — O0 3TOM u xoTen Tede cKas3arh 3a
CTOJIOM.

Tak BOT 0HO uTO! VIMEHHO 3TO OH MIMeJ B BUILY, KOT/Ia OTPHULIATEILHO MOKAYasl FOJIOBOM.

OH ¢ TpyoM ceJl, MPUCTIOHMBIIKUCH K cTeHe. Tskeno npimai. Bee-Taku emy ObII0 OOMBHO. A
... He ormyckana ero pyky.

— Ho Tb1 Beab mpuseren 3a KpOBbIO JpaKkoHa, ja? — crpocuia s, xonojaes. — MHavye kakom
CMBICIT. ...

— Ja. 3a kpoBblo npakona. Ho s mooGerman cebe He yOMBaTh. XBaTUT yXkKe HEHABKCTH. . .

— 3aueM TeOe KpoBb ApakoHa, KepuH? — ynpsiMo cripocuia .

— J11s1 Moeit cecTpbl. DTa Titymasi JeBYOHKa!.. DTOT Hepa3syMHbI peOeHOK. .. CurTtaet ceOs yxe
B3pOCJION JieBUIIeH, a BefieT ceOs kak autsa. CoBceM Kak Tl. He paccumrtana cui B mosiete, pa3ouiach.
Hanexapl moutn Het... §I mooberan e, 4To Halay CPEeCTBO, & CaM. ..

B 31001 HegockazaHHOCTH OBLTIO CTOJBKO 0o, «S1 ee oOmany:. S He cnipaBmicsa. OHa moOruo-
HET» — BOT YTO yCJIbIIIAJIA 1.

— Ckonbko Tebe HykHO KpoBH, Kepun? — cipocuina 1.
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I'naBa 9

OH cMmoTpe, TOYHO He MOHSLT Borpoca. HaBepHoe, emy mokas3aioch, 4TO OH OCJIBIIIAJICS.

— CkonbKo Tebe HyKHO KpoBu? — oBTopmia si. — Hy!

— He 1BOEIA. ..

— KepuH, He riynu! Eciiu He oueHb MHOTO. . .

41 3akycmna ryOy: OT MBICJIH, UTO TPUIETCS MOpe3arh pyKy, 3aMmyTuio. Ho 3To Beap cMerHo —
APaKoH, KOTOPbIA OOUTCS BU/IA KPOBH.

— 4l momory TBoel cectpe. A motoM rpocto yieraii! Ceituac camoe Bpemsi: COJTHIIE CeJ0, CTPax-
HUKH B 3aMKe, 2 KOPOJIb U OCOOBIN OTPsIZ MOSIBATCS €11l He CKOPO.

Kepun myman HECKONBKO CEKyHI, TTOTOM KHMBHYJ M BBITAIIMIJI M3-TION PyOaIlku HEOOJBIION
(pr1akoH ¢ TIOTHOM KPBIIIKOM, KOTOPBII BUCEJ HA JJIMHHOM ILIHYPKE.

— CkosbKo crofa nomeniaercs? ProMouka qpakoHbel KpoBU? — HEPBHO MoinyTuia si. — OHa He
cBepHercs 1o gopore? M moO0NbITHO, KaK Obl Thl YTOBOPHJI MEPBOrO BCTPEUHOTO JIPAKOHA OTIIUTD
TeOe HEMHOTO KPOBU B OYTHUIOUKY ?

— dymau, 4to cTtaHy pemarb MpoOIeMbl 0 Mepe UX MOCTYIICHHS, — OTBETUJI OH U BBITJISIIIEN
P 3TOM BMHOBATO, HABEPHOE, HE XOTeNl YyBCTBOBATh ceOsi 00s3aHHBIM. — DJIAKOH 3aroBOpEH U
COXPAHHT KPOBb CBEXEW, HO ThI HE JJOJIKHA. . .

— Oi1, xBarut yxe! [laii MHe HOX!

OcraBajioch TONBKO HA/IesAThCs, YTO KeprH He BUIMT B TEMHOTE MOero nooesesiero juia. OH
ere KoneOascsi, CTOUT JIM AaBaTh HOX, HO s OyKBJIBHO BBIXBAaTUJIA €70, a TIOTOM BBIIILIAa Ha OAJIKOH,
CKMMasi B OIHOW pyKe HOX, a B IpYIroi (pjakoH.

«Hy xe, Hapu. Takas epynna. Manenbkuii mope3 Ha jgajonu! OH 3aTsHeTcs yepe3 yac!»

3a)xMypuIach M MOJOCHYJA MO pyKe. Bpbi3Hyna KpoBb M YaCTBIMHU KarlISIMHU ycesijla cepble
KameHHble Thl. Kaxas kams gparoreHHa. f cxania Kyjaak, MOACTaBUB MOJ ATYI0 CTPYHKY Top-
JIBIIIKO CKJISSHKHA. MHE 9TO HUYero He CTOUT, & €r0 CECTPE CMACET KU3Hb. . .

S cnacaio xxu3Hb enie oqHou xumepe! Kak ke Bce 3amyTayiocs!

Bepnynach 1 npotsHysa eMy (JIakoH.

— Hapu, 4. ..

— He Gnmaromapu! Vneraii ceituac xe.

Kepun MenyieHHO MOAHSJICS Ha HOTH, €ro IiaTaso. 51 Belb paHuia ero, Kak s Morja 3a0biTh!

— Croii!

INope3 Ha MagoHM Bee ele COYMICS KPOBbIO, ITYCTh M eMy NepernazeT mapa Kamnesb. S cyHyna
PYKY MpsIMO eMy TIOJT HOC.

— Bot! D10 TeOs BbITCUMT.

OH OTIpsiHYJI, TIOUTH BIIEYATAJICSl B CTEHY U, KaXeTCs, Jaxe JbIXaHWue 3a/iepKaJl, 9ToObl He
YyBCTBOBAaTb 3aIiaxa.

— Her. 4 He crany, — nporunel oH.

— Kepun! Kakas tenepp pasnuna! MHue 310 He noBpeaur!

— Her! — TBepao ckaszan oH v IOBTOPWII, YeTKO pasnenss ciopa: — 1. He crany. [IpoGoBarth.
Tsow. KpoBb.

VYrpsamslii, ropablid, DIyNelid Xumepa!

— TBoe nieno! — KpUKHYIIa 5 B 3aMalbuMBOCTH. — BOT cBasIMIIIbCS 10 fopore — Oy/ielb 3HaTh !

OH BIpyr HAKJIOHWICS U TIOIEIOBAI MEHS B LIEKY:

— Cnacu6o, Hapu. Cniacu6o 3a Bce.

CrnoBa 3amepiiv Ha KOHYMKE s13bIKa. S omnelmia: STOT MOLETyi, BIOJIHE HEBUHHBIN, KOHEYHO,
ObLT BcE PaBHO CaMbIM IIEPBBIM MOHMM IoLiesTyeM. f MpUKOCHY/Iach JafdoHblo K Ieke. Ilouemy-To
Ka3aJIoCh, OYJTO OHA TOPUT U CBETUTCS B TEMHOTE.
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— Tsl cMoerb B31eTeTh ¢ OANIKOHA? — MPOIIENTANA s, YTOOBI XOTh YTO-TO CKa3aTh: KOHEYHO,
OH CMOJKET B3JIeTeTh C OaJIKOHA. — A ellle JIydllle, — TIOMEHsIa s pelieHre, — OMyCTH MeHsI BHU3, B
can. He xouy oOpammarbest B ApakoHa. .. Xopomio?

41 He mpu3HaBaslach cebe caMoi, HO, KaKeTcs, s TAHYJa BpeMsi, OTKJIAIbIBasi MOMEHT IpOIIia-
Hud. Kakas rynasa Hapu. ..

Kepun Bbimen Ha OGajKoH, NO3XkKeE OH yke He CMOr Obl MPOTUCHYThCS CKBO3b JBEpb. BOT OH
BBITHYJICS Ha3a[], B3POTHYJ BCEM TeJIOM, U MEepeJ0 MHOW OKa3ajaach XMMepa B CBOEW M3HAYaIbHOW
unocraci. 5 Bcerjaa npeacrasiisijia UX ralIkUMU CO31aHUSAMU, HO KepuH, ¢ TyJI0BUILIEM JIbBA U CEPbIMU
KPBUIBSIMH 32 CIIMHOM, ObUT KPACHBBIM M CUJIBHBIM 3BepeM. Pazmepom oH ObUT, KOHEYHO, IOMEHBIIIE
JPaKOHa, HO BCE PAaBHO OrpOMHBIM. TOJIbKO HEMHOTO ITOPaHEHHBIM 110 Moel BUHe. .. Ero raza tenepb
CBETHJIMCH SIHTAPHBIM OJIECKOM, YTPATHB 3€JIeHb, OJIHAKO MOpP/A OCKAJIMJIACh B 3HAKOMOH YCMEIIIKe.
OH TpsIXHYJ T'OJIOBOM, yKa3biBasi ceOe Ha CITUHY.

— Cectb Bepxom?

KuBok u ypuanue.

— O#i, Tl MypuulIllb, KaK KOTUK... Hy jagHo, He mumnmu. . .

Kepun nier Ha o1, a s1 B3SrpoMo3auiiach cBepxy. Ipakon Bepxom Ha xumepe! C yma coiitu!

— 3a yTo Aepxarbcs?

VY npakoHOB ecTb rpedeHb, a y XUMep TOJBbKO Mo100re rpuBkI. S Beb eMy BCIO IIEPCTh BBIPBY.

— 3a rpusy?

On kuBHyn. Hy nagHo, B ciydae yero oOepHycCh U rojedy cama!

VYerpounack HakoHel, 1 KeprH pacnipaBuil KpbUIbSl.

VX, 9T0 OBUIO TOTOBOKPYKUTENbHO! S 1 paHblIle j1eTasna, Cusi Ha CITUHE Talbl, HalpuMep, HO
CHUIETh BEPXOM Ha XUMepe — 3TO ObUIO KaK-TO COBCEM MHave!

N BoT MBI yke B cany. [lepeBbs clipsATaiy, yKpbIIM HaC OTO BeexX. EnBa Jin Hac CKOpO XBaTATCS.
Mou xeHuXU B TOCTUHOM K IyT cBoeil ouepean. CTpaKHUKU U POIUTENN OKUIAIOT KOPOoJisd. A B 3TO
BpeMs s cnacaio xumepy. Ox, yyeT Moe cepile, 1ocjiae TUX CMOTPUH I MecsLl IPOBely B CBOE
KOMHaTe M0/l JOMAaIllHUM apecToMm !

Kepun BHOBb 00€pHYJICS U CTaJT IPEKHUM COOOM.

— XM, ¥ KypTouKa rnpu teoe. ..

— Mui uHaue ycrpoeHsl. Oniexaa He paciiiaBisieTcs mpu odopore. Hapw. ..

—Yro?

OH nepHysicst ObUTO HaBCTpedy. MOKeT, XOTeJ ellle pa3 MoIEeI0BaTh WM XOTsI Obl 3aKJTIOUHUTH B
oObsATHA. 51 OBl He cTasia coNpOTUBIATLCSA. Ho OH 3amep, He chenaB U 11ara, 1 HakJIOHWUJI TOJIOBY.

— bnaronapio Bac, siequ Arnapa Heopa.

Bor Tak BoT... S 6ombiie He Hapu. Ho vero s xorena? ¥V Hac He Moryio ObITh U He OyaeT
HUKakoro Oyayiero. [lpakoH u xumepa. .. ITo ke Kypam Ha cmex! Eciin Mol mama ero He opseT Ha
YacTH, TaKk poACTBEHHUUYKU KeprHa MoToM BBHINBIOT U3 MEHs BCIO KpOBb. B npsiMOM U nepeHOoCHOM
CMBICJIE. . .

— 51 6pla paga 3HAKOMCTBY, — MPOIIENTANIA 5.

OH BCKMHYJ Ha MEHs 3eJieHblid B3rIsAA. Ha jMiie MenbKHYJIO CTpaHHOe BbIpakeHue. BuiTh
MOKET, U OH Ha CEKYH/I0UKY, BCETO JIMILIb Ha OJIH MUT, [IPEJCTaBUJI, UTO OH U 4. .. YTO BCE BO3MOXKHO,
ecs 3axoTeTsh. .. Ho MraoBenue yiuuio, KepuH erie pa3 KuBHYyI, OTBEpHYJICA U 3amiarai npoys. W3-
3a JIepeBbEB MOAHSIIACH KpbulaTasi purypa.

Jletn, netu, Kepun. Toponmcs. Tebe Hamo muHoBath Bpara HeGecHbIX YTecoB Kak MOXKHO
ckopee!

4 emie kakoe-To Bpems Clie/iniia 32 YePHOM TOUKOM, KOTOpasi CTAHOBUJIACh BCE MEHBIIIE, 4 [IOTOM
cIIach ¢ TeMHOTON HeOa. Bagoxuyna. YTo ke, Hajio MATH JOMOM M pacckaszarth Bee. [1aBHOe, 00b-
SICHUTb, UTO XMMepa He BUHOBaTa. YOUMIa — KTO-To JIpyrou... OX, Kak ke pa303ysATcs POIUTEIH,
KOIJIa y3HAIOT, uTo s oTnyctuia Kepuna, aa emie nana cBoeid KpoBu!
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MensieHHO s moOpena B CTOPOHY 3aMKa, MPOAyMbIBasi (ppasbl, C KOTOPHIX HAYHY pasroBOp:
«Mawma, namna, B 3aMKe JIeHCTBUTEIIHHO ObUIa XUMepa. ..» TyT Bce BCKaKMBAIOT Ha HOTHM, MaMa XBaTa-
eTcsl 3a Ipy/ib, Nara CKMMaeT KyJIaku — BOT-BOT 00epHyTcs. HeT, Hajo Kak-To momsirye.

— Oi1! — B3poruyna s, MOTOMY YTO U3-32 TEMHBIX JIEPEBHEB HABCTPEUY MHE IarHysa qurypa.
Mbi enBa He cronkHyauch. — Ceitxk! Thl MeHs Harmyrat. Yto Tl nesaelis B caay?

KoneuHo, He Tak yx s Haryraiack. 1o xe Ceiik, Hatl cocel]. Ero e IMHCTBEHHOTO U3 )KEHUXOB
sI 3HAJIA e1le 10 CMOTPHH.

CHauaJyia OH HIYero He OTBETHII. A MOTOM MPOOOPMOTAJ HETIOHSTHOE:

— Yr0 e, BUTHO, TAK TOMY U OBITb. ..

INocne cxBaTuiI MeHs 3a pyKy, Ipyo0 U CUJIbHO, U TIOTAIIUII 32 COOOH.

— Ceitk?.. Yto?.. Uto TH nenaeis?

Sl moKa He BBIPHIBAJIACH, TPOCTO MBITANIACH MOHATH. OH, BO3MOXHO, XOUeT MEHsI 3allUTHTh, HE
3Has1, YTO OMACHOCTh MHE He I'PO3WT. YBeCTH B O6e30macHoe MecTo. BoT TosbKo. .. [IBUranuch Mol He
B CTOPOHY 3aMKa, a OT Hero...

Ceiix He o0OpavMBaICs, MPOJOJIKAs TAHYTh MEHS BIlepell, HO 3aroBopuil. $1 He y3Hasa ero
roJIoca: TAKUM OH CTaJl XPHUILIBIM U 3JTBIM.

— To n36aT0OBaHHAs ¥ Kanpy3Has JeBUOHKa, ArHapa! Takas skeHa — cyniee HakazaHue! OHaKo
OJIHO HEOCTIOPUMOE TPEMMYIIECTBO Y TeOsi MMeeTcs: BOBCE He 00sI3aTeNIbHO, YTOOBI ThI UCKPEHHE
moOuia cBoero Mysxa. Thl HICTUHHASI JPAKOHUIIA U POAMIIb Oe3 podiieM. A xapaktep... [Toanpasum!
Kak B ctapbie 106pbie BpemeHa!

OH 60JIbHO CKaJl MO€ 3arsiCThe, U 1 BCKpUKHYJa. $1 Bce ere Huvero He noHnMana. OObYHO
s1 cooOpaxkaio ObICTpee, HO TYT pacTepsilach: CTOJIBKO COOBITUI cpa3y — KepuH, yOuicTBO, a Ternepb
erte 3T0. ..

— Ho... 51 BoBce He cobuparock 3a Te0s 3amyk, Ceiimk! S BooOIIe moka 3aMmyx He COOMparoch!
Ornycu!

Sl morpITanack 0CBOOOAUTH PYKY, HO OH TOJIbKO CHJIbHEE ee CTUCHYJI. U TyT MHe BIiepBbIe CTAJIO
MO-HACTOAIIEMY CTpaliHo. $1 He 3Haja, YTO MPOTUBOMOCTABUTH TPyOoll cuite. Celk He XuMepa,
MIPOTUB HEro MOsi Marusi OeccriibHa. A MeHsI BCIO KU3Hb 0Oeperasy, 3alyiair U HOCHIA Ha PyKax,
a OT Takoro oopareHus s BApYr coBceM otoponena. llna ganpine, Kak TeJEHOK Ha MOBOLY.

— Kyna Te1 MeHs1 Begenn?

— 41 otHecy Tebst B 3amok [mapec. Ml oskeHUMcs. §1 jieTes ¢ TBepAbIM HaMepeHHEM 3arloy-
ynTh TeOs B skeHbl, Hapu! 1 He octaHoBuMIICS 1ake mepern. ..

OH pe3ko 3amoiya, a MeHs BAPYr oceHnio! HecuactHbii 1opa 3u0epT — Mo yOUTHIH sKEHHX !

— Ceiimx! D10 THI ero youn? Ho 3a uro? Tel Bellb HE lyMaJl, YTO TAKUM 0Opa30M MOXHO MeHSI
3anony4ynTh! A OCTasIbHBIE MATH KeHUXOB? ThI AymMas v OT HUX U30aBUTHCS?

— 3amommuu! — KpUKHYJI OH, OCTAaHOBWJICS M TPSIXHYJI 3a IUIEUM TakK, YTO y MeHs 3yObl KJall-
Hym. — 1 youn ero B uecTHOM noejuiHKe ! MBI BCTpeTU/IHCh YTPpoM Ha rojyiete k rope Heopa. Ceiivac
yXke He BCIIOMHIO, U3-3a Yero BO3HUK criop... Ho oH ObUT HaCTpoeH cepbesHo, s Toxe! f oberman
cebe, 4To JII0OOM IIEHOM 3aIoTyqdy UCTUHHYIO JPaKOHUITY !

Ecnu panbliiie MHe ObLIIO CTPAIIIHO, TO TEMEPh CAEIAI0Ch )KYTKO, JISJTHOH yKac 3aroi3 B Cepile.
Celix CTOBHO TIPOAOJIKAIT JKUTh B CTAPOM MHpE, KOT/Ja MOSAMHOK MEXy APAKOHAMH MOT PEIlUThb
criop. Teneps BCe M3MEHWIIOCH.

— YowuiicTBa 3anperensl! — KpukHyna 5. — Koposb y3Haer! Te6s apectyior!

— IloequHOK Ha paBHBIX HE TMOJ1 3alPeTOM. £ Tak ke MOT MpOUrpaTh, HO 5 modenwi! BeiHecyT
npenynpexaenve. 3amtauy mrpad B kasHy! Heeaxno! Kanelo, yro He npusHaics cpazy. [losen
ce0s Kak cmadak. Berkgan BpeMs, JaBast paHaM 3aTSHYThCS.

Ceiix TOBOPUJI Tak yOeqUTENbHO, YTO 51 HE 3HANA, YeMy BepuTb. Beap yOMiicTBa IpakoOHOB
3arpenieHsl. B yectHom noeaunke wiu Het. OHU MpocTo 3ampertieHsl. Beab Tak? A moToM MeHs
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HACTHUIJIO OCO3HAHUE TOTO, YTO OH CKaszasl mpo 3amMok [apec. OH oTHeceT MeHs B 3aMok [apec u
MBI. .. TIO)KEHUMCS?

— Ornyct MeHs1! — KpUKHYJIa 51, YIIUPasiCh HOTaMH B 3€MJIIO U TIBITAasiCh BBICBOOOJUTH PYKY
u3 ero xpatku. — Otmycrty, cibimmib! Moii oter] mopeeT Te0s Ha yacTu! Ha Thicsauy KpoIeyHbIX
Ceiixes!

— Her! K Tomy BpemeHHM Thl yke cTaHelllb Moew skeHor! CMupuTes, HUKyAa He neHercs! Bopo-
YeM, K YeMy TSHYTb 70 IoMa. . .

O uem oH? I Besib HE MOT'Y CTaTh €ro KEHOM 311eCh, B cajay? 31ech HU alTapsi, HU PUTYaJIbHOTO
HOXa. ..

W TyT OH nipuUTsAHYN MeHS K ceOe, 00XBaTHII OIHOW PYKOM 3a TaJIMIO, a APYTOM PBaHYII C TUieya
riatke. TkaHb, xKaJ00HO 3aTpelaB, pa3opBaiach 1 Croi3ia, oOHaxas Koxy. Toabko Toraa s noHsia
U 3aKpruana, 3abmiack. OH caenaer MeHsl CBOeH KeHOW B MPSIMOM CMBICJIE CJIOBA, a MOTOM TOCTa-
BUT poauTteneit nepes ¢gakroMm. OH caesaeT To 3/1eCh U ceiluac, a s HU4ero, HU4ero He Mory emy
MIPOTUBOIIOCTABUTb.

— Ilanouka! — 3akpuyana 5. — [Tomoru!!!

— OH He ycapiuur!

[Inatbe yxe nmoutu Cromisno, s yaepKuBajia €ro Ha rpyau, He JaBasl yrnacTb. A MOTOM CKajla
KyJIaKH, 0OpaIasch B JPAKOHUILY. Y MeHs, 10 KpailHel Mepe, MOSIBATCS OCTpbIe 3yObl, YTOObI 3aIllH-
matbes... Ho m Cellk TyT e 0OepHyIIcsl B JpakoHa. B orpoMHOro 4epHOro ¢ KpacHbIM JpaKoHa.
OH u Teniepb OBbUT TOPA3/I0 BhIIIE ¥ cHiIbHEee MeHs. Ckall MOIo IIeI0 B CBOEH MAacTH, ClIeTKa MPOKYCHB
KOXY U SICHO JaBasi IOHSATb, YTO COMPOTUBIIATHCS Oecrosne3Ho. TpsaxHy:.

«O06opaumBaiicsi! — Mpou3HeC Ha yJIocce ToJIoc B Moei rojioBe. — MiHave crenaenib cede TONMbKO
Xyxe!»

N g obGepHynachk. A 4TO MHE OCTaBajOCh... YIaja Ha KOJEHU, COBCEM JIMIUBIINCH cvl. U3
PaHOK Ha 1Iee CTpymIach KpoBb. OH mooIiesn Ovke — BRICOKUH, BIACTHBIA 1 KecTKUA. 1 ToMKHYI
MEH$ Ha 3eMJI0. ..
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I'nmasa 10

— Yt0 37€Ch MPOUCXOAUT? — MPOU3HEC 3HAKOMBIN rosnoc. OH ObUT YOIMBUTETBHO COCPKAaH U
CTIOKOEH.

Kepun! D10 npasna to1? 3auem Thl BepHyJics, Diymbiii! U kakoe cyacTbe, 4To Thl BEepHYJICH !

Ceiix, He OXuIask yBUIETh B caly HUIKOTO, KpOMe MEHsl, HA MTHOBEHUE pacTepsiics.

— Jlopa Anbreiip?.. — TYyT OH BCTIOMHIJI, UTO I YXOAMJIa C HUM, U XMBIKHYJ. — Hy KOHEeuHo. ..

Bocnonb30BaBIMCh €ro CEKyHIHBIM 3aMeIaTebCTBOM, s BCKOUWJIA Ha HOTM M KUHYJIACh
Kk Kepuny, a TOT OJIOKMIT PyKy MHE Ha TUIeUO, CJIOBHO 3asiBJIsUT CBOM MpaBa. [1o ero cxxarsiM rydam
s TIOHsIJIa, YTO OH JOTajiajicsi 000 BCEM, UTO 3/1€Ch MPOUCXOIMIIO, HO XOTeNl BOCIIOIb30BAThCS TEM
npeumyiecTBoM, uTo Ceiik Ha caMOM Jiesie He 3HAeT, KTO CTOMT Nepe]] HUM.

— Jlenn Hpopp octynmiiack u ynasia? — OH TOUYHO caM nojckasbiBasl Ceiaky Bbixoa. — S npo-
BOXY €€ JIOMOM.

Sl moHuMmara, 3a4eM OH 3TO JeJIaeT: eCJIM BCTYITUT B CXBATKY, TO IAHCOB Y HAC MPAKTUYECKH He
ocTtaHeTrcs. XuMmepa, BCTYNHBIIAsi B OO C IPAKOHOM OIIMH Ha OJVH, NOYTH HaBEPHsIKA MPOUTPAET.
Kepun Hagesuicst, uto Ceiijik OTCTYNHT, HO OH He 3HaJ, uTo Celixk yxke yOrI OqHOTO IPaKkoHa.

A Ceiimx ycren orpaBUThCS OT UCITYTa, BHI3BAHHOTO HEOKUIAHHBIM TOSIBJICHUEM COTIEPHUKA,
Y, HaOBIYMBIINCH, TOIIEN BIIEpell, CTUCHYB KyJIaKd U TOTOBSICH OOEpHYThCsA. YemocT ero peru-
TEJIbHO CKMMAJIUCh, I71a3a TOPeJI HeHABUCTHIO.

— beru nomoii, — Thx0 ckazay KepuH, HaKJIOHUBIIKCH K MOEMY yXy. — BeICTpO.

— Ona mos! — kpukHyn CelK, OKOHUATEIbHO 00e3yMEBIIHNI OT PEBHOCTH.

A TIOTOM TIpBITHYJ BIIEpE/, Ha JIETy MpeBpaiiasich B JpakoHa. KepuH OTTONIKHYJ MeHs B CTO-
POHY ¥ BBITHYJICS, BO3BpaIasi CBOM MCTUHHBINA OOMUK. Cel)k He oMl YBUAETh XUMEpy U Ha
KOPOTKHMH MHUT 3aMep, oToporeB. KepuH TyT e BOCTIOIb30BAJICS TUM MPEUMYIIECTBOM U KUHYJICS
Ha HEero NepBbIM, pBaHyJ 3y0amu. [IpakoH B3peBel1, yAapuil XBOCTOM, oTOpachiBas ero. Ot 6011 oH
npuien B cedst. Ero ataka Opi1a ObICTPOI U SIPOCTHOM.

OH pBasn xuMepy 3ydamu 1 KOrtsimu. A ... [Ipogomkaiia cTosTh Ha MeCTe BMECTO TOTO, YTOObI
Pa3BepHYThCS U OeXkaTh K JOMY €O BceX HOT. f mpocto ocrondeHena. Heckonbko pas B MLty GOpbObI
Kepun Haxonus MeHsi CBOMM SIHTAPHBIM B3IJISIIOM, CMOTPEJT MPUCTAIbHO, TOYHO XOTEN YTO-TO CKa-
3aTh. Sl He Mora CiIBIIATh ero rojoca. XvuMepsl U APaKOHbI TOBOPAT HA PasHBIX sI3bIKax. TOJBKO
MIOTOM 51 TOHsLJIA, YTO OH roBopus MHe: «beru!»

Kepun ObL1 MOIIHBIM 3B€peM C IIUPOKOU TPYAbI0, KOTTUCTBIMU JIallaMU U OCTPBIMH 3y0amu,
HO B pocTe OH MpourpsiBasl gpakoHy. HaepHoe, Ceilx qaBHO Obl MOAMSLI ero mof cedsi, Oyap Ha
mecte Kepuna npyrast xumepa. Ho npeumyectso Kepuna 6pu10 B mHOM: OH He 6osuicsi. OH 3Ha,
YTO MOKET MOrMOHYTh, HO HE OTCTYTIAJI, IIIeJI IPY/bI0 Ha IPYIb CHOBA U CHOBA, U JIa)Ke KPOBOTOYAIIINE
paHbl, Ka3ajioch, He ocaaduum ero. § Buzena, uto Celax TepseT pemmMocTb. OH, BUJHO, BIIEPBbIE
BCTPETHUJI TPOTUBHUKA, KOTOPOTO He Iyraja ero ¢pusnveckas cuina. U s ycriena nopeputs, uto Kepun
MOXET OOeUTb. . .

Han nepeBbsiMu BIOpPYT MOSIBWIIMCH KpbUlaThie (pUrypsl Opyrux apakoHoB. Ilama, koponb u
CTpaXXHUKU. $1 y’kacHO 00pasoBasIach M 3aKpuyaa:

— Ha nomorp, cioga!

Jlumib Kora OHM MPU3EMITIITICH M HEMEIJICHHO KUHYJIUCh B SMHULIEHTP CPaXeHUs, a raria Biie-
nwicsi KepuHy B KpbUIo, 51 0CO3HANA, Kakas 3To Obl1a ormmoOka. OHM HUYEro He 3HaJIM, OHU MOHSLIH
Bce nHavye. KoHeyHo, yBuzieB OUTBY XMMEphI M PAKOHA, OHK peliin, uto CeiIk 3almIaeT MeHs.
Brsitepom oHM pa3opByT ero Ha yacTtu!

— Her! — 3aopana s1, Opocasich mpsiMO B MEKJIO, 3Hasi, YTO MOTY CIYYailHO MOJBEPHYTHCS TIO]T
Yel-TO KOTOTh WJIM KJIBIK, HO TaK TOPOITMJIACh, UTO Jaxke 3a0blia 0OepHYThCs B ApakoHMIly. — HerT,
rara, He Tporai ero!

37



A. C. IlnarynoBa. «Cepaie Xxumepbi»

Ha mowm cnoBa HUKTO M BHUMaHHS He oOpariii. KakvM-To 4yIoM sl MPOIIMBITHY/Ia MEXIY
JlanaMu KOpoJisl ¥ MoBUc/a Ha 1mee KeprHa, mpukasiach BCeM TeJIOM, 3aKpbiBasi ero coO0M, 1 3aKMy-
puiach, oxuzaas ynapa. Ho 6utsa Tyt ke ctuxia.

«ArHapa?» — mpopblyaJl B rOJIOBE MANKH ToJoC.

51 oOGHMMaa XUMepy, YyBCTBYSI, KaK MOl MOMMH JIAJIOHSIMU B3[bIMAIOTCS ¥ OMAAAIOT OT IIPEphI-
BUCTOI'O AbIXaHUSA €I0 60Ka, omymasd, Kak MeXy najiblaMu CTPYUTCS €ro ropA4vast KpoBb, U IJTaKaJIa.

— l'opommmzka? — mama cMEeHWJI UIIOCTach M HEKHO KOCHYJICSI MOEW ILEKH, OTBOAS BOJIOCHI C
muna. OT ero 3710CTH He OCTaJIOCh U CJIe/1a, TOJIBKO CTpax 3a MeHs. — YTo mpoucXoauT, Most IeBOYKa?

W Torpa s BeigaBuia:

— 3710 Ceiigx. .. Celimx youn nopna 3ubdepra. Celx XoTes MOXUTUTh MeHs, a Kepun 3amu-
madf. ..

Heckomnbko cekyH cTosiia Takast THIIMHA, YTO 5 TIOAyMajia ObLIo, YTO OIJIoXJa. A IOTOM mara
3apblyajl, CMEIMBast YeJIOBEUECKYI0 peub U YJI0CC:

— INopRy, Mpa3ss!

Ho cnenom s yciblimasia BIaCTHBIN roJI0C KOPOJIS:

— He no cmepru, nopa Heopn. Hago Benp Haj KeM-TO YCTPOMTh NOKA3aTeIbHBIN MPOLIECC.

Sl He BMIeNa, YTO MPOMCXOIWIO 32 MOEW CIHMHOM, TOJNIBKO BCE CHIIbHEE BKMMAlach B MeX
XHUMCEDPBHI, IIpAYa JTMIO U MeUTad 3aKPbITh €HIC U YN, ‘{TO6BI HEC CJIBIIIATh PbIYaHHA U CKPEKETA 3y6OB.
KepuH, KOTOpBIN BCe 9TO BpeMsl CTOSIT HA HOTaxX, BAPYT MOIIATHYJICS M OMyCTUJICA Ha 3eMinio. CHJIbl
ero OKOHYAaTeIbHO OCTaBUJIH.

Kak s y3nana norom, Ceiiixk ObUT He €TMHCTBEHHBIM JIPAKOHOM, KOTOPOT'O HE YCTpauBaJIu Mpa-
BWJIA HOBOTO Mupa. Hekotopbie Mosobie JIOpIb! MBITANCH CIEA0BATh MPEekXHEMY 00pa3y KU3HH.
Tpamuuus oTéopa KEeHUXOB ISl HEBECT-TIOJYKPOBOK Ka3alach UM YHHM3WUTENIbHOW. Bbutn ciydaw,
KOTJIa IEBYIIeK BOPOBAJIM M XOTEJIU MTPUHYANUTH K Opaky cruton. Ceitjixk 3a0myk 1aics, gymas, 9rto eMy
BCe coineT ¢ pyK. Koposnb JaBHO MCKaul MOAXOASAIYI0 KaHIUIATYPY AJIs TOKa3aTeIbHOro mpolecca 1
Ka3HH, HaJIesICh, YTO 3TO MOCTYKHUT YPOKOM BCEM OCTaJIbHBIM. YOUB JpakoHa U HalaB Ha UCTUHHYIO
npakonuity, Ceifx moamucan cebe CMepTHBIN TIPUTOBOP.

Bce 310 51 y3HaMa o3xke. A ToKa Oblj1a HOUb, phYaHUEe JPAKOHOB, TSKEJIbIS IIary U BO3LYIIIHBIE
BUXPH, TIOIHATHIE IBMKEHHUEM KpPbUIbeB. XUMepa, UCTeKalollasi KpoBblo. U s, crosimas nepen HUM
Ha KOJIHsIX. A MOTOM HACTYyIHJIa ThMa.

Sl oTKpbIa 1232 U OOHAPYXKWJIA, YTO HAXOXKYCh B TIOCTENM B CBOel KoMHare. M TyT *e mop-
CKOYMJIA KaK YyKaJeHHAs:

— Kepun!

— Tuxo, THX0, MOsI posiHasi, — MAlMHA PyKa OCTOPOXKHO JIeryia MHe Ha JI00, ycriokauBasi. — OH
*uB. [lox oxpaHo#i, HO ero He TpoHyT. OH oA 3aIUTON ITUX CTEH.

[Tana Bocmonb30BaJICs ApPEBHEW TPAaJULIMEN JPAKOHOB: XO3(MH 3aMKa MOI TapaHTMpPOBaTb
HETPUKOCHOBEHHOCTD JTIOOOMY TOCTIO, COBEPIIIM OH JIaXe MPECTyIJIEHHE MPOTHB KOPOHBI, HO TOJIbKO
10 TeX MOp, MOKa TOT HE MMOKMHET CTEH 3aMKa.

ObeccuiieHHas1, s1 OTKMHY/Iach Ha Tonyniku. OONMM3HYIa IepecoXITre TyObl.

— Ilana, morpocu Bcex MOMX KEHUXOB OCTaBUTh 3aMOK. BoI0Ch, 51 HE XO4y HUKOTO BUAETb.

— Koneuno. U s yxe 3to caenan. Ocraics TOIbKO ApeH, HO JIUIIb TOTOMY, YTO OH ChIH KOPOJISL.

— A Ceiiix... — s 60si1ach CripalvMBaTh, HO B OTBET Ha HEBBICKA3aHHBIN BOMPOC Y3HAJIA BCe
O TOTOBSILIEMCS POLIECCE.

— Koposb, OTpsiJi CTpaXKHUKOB U... PECTYIMHUK MOKUHYT TOpPY YTPOM.

Korza nana npousHec «IpecTyHUK», €0 PyKH HEMPOU3BOJIbHO CKaHCh. [103%ke OH OObSCHUT
MHE, 0 4YeM AyMaJl B 9TOT MoMeHT. OH qymait, 4to Koraa-To Celik ObUT BCEro JIMIIb MATbUHIIKOM,
YTO Mana XOoTeJ JaTh IIaHC 9TON ceMbe u3-3a Jlenpel, koTopas ogHax bl momoria Mame. «Koraa xe
OH ycIeJ BBIPACTH TAaKMM Mep3aBLIeM ?» — CITpallvBa ceOsl rnara.
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— IMocunets ¢ TOOOM, MOKA Tl HE YCHEIITh?

OH yacTo pacckasbiBaJl MHE, MAJICHPKOM, CKa3KH, TeJT TIECEHKU. Y MOEro Marbl HeBEPOSTHO
KpacuBbli ronoc. Oco6eHHO MHE HpaBMIIACh KOJbIOebHAs «PaocTh Mosi», a Tana yabi0asicsi ¥ TOBO-
PUJI, UTO 5 JIIOOWJIA ee yxke TOorjaa, Korja Haxoauwiach B MaMHHOM xuBote. Ho ceiiyac s He xotena,
YTOOBI OH OCTaBaJICs. S TONBKO CErOIHs OCO3HANA, YTO APAKOHBI, K YUCITY KOTOPBIX OTHOIIIYCh I cama,
BOBCE He Tak JI0OOphl U BEJTMKOAYIIHBI, KaK 5 Bcerna cumrtana. M naxke mou nama... Moi JTioOuMBbIii
nana. . .

— OcTaBb MeHS OJIHY, MOXKATYHCTA, — ITTyXO MPOU3HECa 5 B MOAYIIKY.

— INo3Bath Mamy?

— Xouy noObITh OfHa!

— l'opommHKa. .. — HavajI OH, HO 3aMOJTYaJl, MTOLEJIOBAN B MAKYIIKY U BBIIIIEIT.

VYCHyTS 51 HE CMOIJIa — BepTesiach, KPyTUIIACh, CMsijia BCe MPOCTHIHM, BBINUJIA BCIO BOAY U3 Ipa-
¢una. [ToTom HakMHY/Ia XaJaTUK U BHIIUIA B KOpUAOP. 1 He MOHMMaNa, KyJa |y, HO OCTaBaThCs B
CraJIbHE TOXE HE MOTJIa.

W3 rocTrHOI TOHOCHITUCH MIPUTITYIIICHHBIE TOJIOCa poauTeiel. S THXOHBKO Havasa CITyCKaThCs,
cTapasich OcTaTbcsl He3aMeueHHoU. He 3Hato, 4To 51 Hajesuiach YBUIETh WM YCIIBIIIATh. 3aTaniach,
HaOmonast.

[Nama mecra cebe He Haxomwi1. OgHAXIBI Y MOETO IeqyIIKA U3 MUPA JIIOAEH, MAMHHOTO OTILIA,
pazoboresncs 3y0. 1 moMHIO, Kak OH He MOT' U MUHYTHI YCHIETh CITIOKOWHO, KaK OH CTOHAJI, KaK IBITAJICS
YCTPOMTHCSI TO Ha KpecJie, TO Ha iuBaHe. Y IPakOHOB He OOMST 3yObl. Y HAC ecliu U OOJIUT YTO-TO, TO
odeHb Henonro. Y mama He croHas. Ho Best ceOst coBceM Kak JeAyIKa, KOTOPbId MyJaeTcsi OT OOu.

OH TO BCTaBaJ M CTOSJT CTOPOMBIIUCH, ONMUPASCh PYKOW HA KAMUHHYIO TIOJIKY, TO CaJUJICs, TO
XoauJ 1o 3aty. Ero ¢iioBHO pa3beano 4To-To U3HYTpU. BOT OH CHOBa BCKOYMIT HA HOTH, HO TYT Mama
KPEIKO OOHsIJIa €ro ¥ MOJIOKUIa TOJIOBY €My Ha TPY/b.

— C neii Bce xopoio, Ckail. C Haiel 1eBOYKOM He CIIYYMJIOCh HUYEro CTPAIIHOro, — CKaszajia
OHa THXO, HO TBEPHO.

A marmna OTBeTUJT HETIOHSTHO:

— 41 3Ha1, 4TO KOrma-HUOY/Ab MOE MPOIILIOE BEPHETCS KO MHE. . .

Mama rojiHsisIa Ha Hero B3MJIsA[] U IPUKOCHYJIACh K ITIeKe:

— Bonbiie He BepHeTcs:, Ckai.

[Nama HaKpBLT ee J1aoHb cBoel. Tak OHU U CTOSUH, TSI APYT OPYyTy B mia3a. B ux xecrax, B
MX B3IsAJaX ObLIO CTOJBKO JIIOOBH. .. §1 y’ke HMUYero He MOHUMAIA. . .

S moBepHynach ¥ monuia no kopujaopy. CHauana He 3HaJja, YTO S WY, a MOTOM 3aMeTHJIa
CTPaXKHUKOB BO3JIE OJHOW M3 KOMHAT M JIOTaJajiach: s HE MOTY YCHYTb, IOTOMY UTO JOJIKHA YBU/ETD
Kepuna.

CTpaKHHMKY MOJHSIMCH MHE HABCTPEUY:

— Jlenu Heopn?

— Orerr pa3peui HaBECTUTh TOCTSI, — YBEPEHHO MTPOU3HECA 1.

— IneHHMKa, — MOTIPABUJI OJTUH U3 HUX.

—T'ocr4, — TBepnO noBTOPUIIA 4.

OHM neperysHyJIMCh, HO CTIOPUTh He CTaJIA, PACCTYIUJIKCH, ITPOITyCKas.

41 Bo1IIa B Oy TEMHYIO KOMHATY, TJIe TYCKJIO CBETHJICS MaTOBBIN Iap. KepuH jexain Ha criviHe,
BBITSIHYBIIIMIACS Y HeMOABWXHBIA. OH ObUT YKPHIT OSIOM, HO s YBHJEJA, YTO €ro TPydb U PyKU
CTSITUBAIOT OMHTHI.

— Tsl Benib He coOMpaeIIbcsl yMUPaATh? — ¢ BBI3OBOM CITPOCHIIA S1.

Ha camom nienie y MeHsI OT cTpaxa Tpsiciuch KojieHKU. KepuH ObLT He TIpocTo OJIeJHBII, ero Koxa
ObLJTa KaKOTo-TO Jja’ke 3eJICHOBATOrO OTTEHKA, IV1a3a BBAIMIIMCh. MoXeT ObITh, OH YK€ HE CJIBIIIUT
MOUX CJIOB... MoXeT ObITh, OH yXe Iepelies rpaHb, OTACISIONIYI0 KUBBIX OT MEPTBBIX, U HM MOU
CJIe3bl, HU MOW YTOBOPBI HUYETO HEe CMOTYT U3MEHHUT. . .
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U tyT TOHKME ryObl M30THYJA clladast, HO TaKasi 3HAKOMAasi YCMeEIIIKa.
— 3ajiepKych, MoKamyi, — roJoc ObUT He TPOMYE IIEeToTa.
S mouyBcTBOBaJIA Takoe OOJIerYeHue, YTo OIlyTIIa ce0s HeBecoMol ObLTMHKOM. [Ipucena Ha

KpaelleKk KpoBaTu, He pasperas cede peBeTb. ToIbKO MOUX CJle3 eMy He XBartaJlo.

— 41 nam Tebe HemMHOTO CBOel KpoBu. M He cMell OTKa3bIBaThCs !

OH OTKpbUI CBOM 3€JIEHbIE I71a3a ¥ [IOCMOTPEJl BHUMATEJIbHO U CEPbE3HO:

— He Hy)xHO. MHe yxe 1aiu KpOBHU. ..

— Kr0? — ynuBuiacs 1.

— Tgoti orerr. ..

[Tama. Bor Kaxk...

S nocupena-nocuaena, a noToMm Jiera psagom ¢ KepuHoM, crapasice He IOTPEBOKUTD €0 PaH.

CBepHy/1ach KaJJayMKoM Ha Kpalo, TOJIbKO MpHKalach MIEKOH K ero Iievy — €JUHCTBEHHOMY )KUBOMY
MECTY.

— 4 ¢ ToO0o¥ mosnexxy HeMHOXKO. MOKHO?

— MoiHO, — rosoc ero caenajics XpuaruisiM. — MoxkHo, Hapu. ..

Ha mens BOpyr HaBaamiaach yCTanaoCTb.

— A mouemy Tl He OeJbIl KapiMK? — MpoOOpMOTaia si CKBO3b ApeMoTy. — Tak Hajesuiach

YBUAETb. ..

COH.

OH TuX0 paccMmesiics:
— Toraa Hago ObUTO TpUMIITH Ha Yac paHbiie. Ho eaBa i Obl 51 MIOHPAaBUIICS TeOE TaKUM. . .
— To1 6b1 MHE MOOBIM TIOHpaBUJICs, KepuH, — mpolenTania si, OKOHYaTeIbHO POBAIMBAsICh B

Vcapimana TOJIBKO, KaK OH B3JOXHYJI.
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I'masa 11

Kepun cnan u He movyyBCTBOBaJ, Kak s yIula OT HEro riyookoil Houblo. Kak Obl 51 xoTena
OCTaTbCsl C HUM J0 yTpa... Ocratbes ¢ HUM... Ho 51 moHMMasa, 4To He MOTY TIO3BOJIMTH ceOe Jake
TEeHH HaJexabl. Ham HuKoraa He ObITh BMeECTe.

[Nama, KOHEYHO, MPEIOCTABIII €My 3allUTy M MOAEIWICS KPOBbIO, YTOOBI CIIACTH KU3Hb, HO
COMHEBAIOCh, YTO €ro OJaropojCTBO 3ai/IeT Tak AajeKO, YTOObI OTAATh JOYb 3aMyXk 3a Xumepy. f
TOPBHKO paccMesiach OT OIHOW MBICIIH, BOOOpa3uB cebe, KaKoH Mepenoyiox HauHeTCs B 3aMKe, eCITH
s TOJIBKO 3aMKHYCh O TAKOM BHIOODE.

Her, s ve mory u gymats... Ceifuac raBHOe — czienath Tak, 4Toosl Kepun cmor decripernsr-
CTBEHHO MUHOBaTh BpaTta HebecHbIXx YTecoB. A cys 1Mo TOMY, YTO CTPaKHUKU HA3bIBAJIM €T0 TUICH-
HUKOM, KOPOJIb €Ille He P, Kak MOCTYMUThb ¢ XuMepoi. KeprH B 6€301macHOCTH JIMIIb JI0 TeX Mop,
MIOKA HaXO/IUTCS B 3aMKe.

A ¢ TpynoM poxpanach BpeMeHM 3aBTpaka. [Ioka Apxa npuuechiBasia MeHs, CHIENA KaK Ha
uronkax. Koposb cIycTUTCs K 3aBTpaky, 1 sl IOroBopio ¢ HUM. §1 fomkHa yoeautbes, uto Kepuny He
I'PO3UT CMEPTh U OH CMOKET MOKMHYTh FTOPHBIN Kpau.

[Tocne ByepalliHero cyMaTolIHOro JHs1 FoCTUHAs Ka3ajach BhIMepIel. Mou kKeHUXU YJeTenu
ele BYepa. 3a CTOJIOM CHJIEJU POAUTENH, KOpoib U ApeH. ApeH MOJHSJICS NIPU BUIE MEHs, Clep-
’aHHO KuBHY. OcrtanbHble Mecta myctoBainu. Ceitk nox crpaxeit. Kak u Kepus. ..

— MHe TobKO BObI, — IONPOCUIIA 51 CITYKAHKY.

— Her, Hapu, Boirieii XoTs1 Obl rOpsTYero B3Bapa U Chelllb Mapy JOXKeK, — CTPOro cKasal mara.

Sl noHrMaJta, 9To OH IMpaB, M He CTajla CopuTh. Tem Oosiee MOsSBUIIACH OTCPOUKA MEPEs] CIOXK-
HBIM Pa3roBOPOM ¢ KopoJieM. $1 He 3Hasia, ¢ 4yero HauaTh, Kakue cjioBa nogoopars. Beprena B ronose
U Tak ¥ 3TaK. «OH JOJKEH CracTH cecTpy...» Ho Kakoe /1e/1o MoBeuTeNo JPaKoHOB JI0 ellle OTHOM
xumeps!? «OH criac MHE KU3Hb. ..» Ho niepe 5TUM pOHUK Ha TEPPUTOPUIO JPAKOHOB C HAMEPEHUEM
JOOBITH KPOBB, a MOCjIie 0OMaHOM CKpbhIBaJICS Ha Tope Hhopa. JI1o0oii Moii apryMeHT pacchiraics ere
HEMPOU3HECEHHBIM.

— Kak BHI uyBcTBYeTe ce0s, Jienn Hoopa? — 3yn Buapn Bapyr nepBbIM 0OpaTuiics KO MHE. —
O 4yeM BB lyMaeTe Tak HalpsKEHHO?

3ametun? Yto ke, 3HAYWT, TaKk TOMY M ObITh. I HaOpana B TPyap BO3yXa U BHIMAIMIA BCe,
0 YeM JlyMasia, PUCKys IOKa3aTbCsl HECHEepKaHHOM, HO cefiyac MOsl permyTalusl BOJIHOBaJla MEHS
MEHBIIIE BCETO.

— INouemy Kepun nop crpaxkeii? OH He miieHHUK! OH criac MeHsi! Bbl JOJKHBI €10 OTITYCTHUTS !
Jla, OH HapyIIWJI TPaHUILy, HO Y HEero OblIa BecKasi PUYMHA: €T0 CeCcTpa P CMEPTH, a KPOBb APaKOHA
eMy Hy)KHa JIMIIb JJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI BBIJICUUTH ee!..

Kopors B Te peakue BcTpeun, Kora Mosi ceMbsi OblBasia IPH JBOPE, 0OpAIaCsl CO MHOU BCeraa
MPUBETIMBO U foOposkeaTensHo. HaspiBan Hapu, 3B€31049K0l U CBOEH CIaCUTEIbHULIEH. XOTb 5 U He
MOMHUJIA TOTO, HO OJTHAK/IbI 51 HA CAaMOM JIeJIe Cracia eMy XU3Hb. .. OT Xxumep...

Ceituac xe ero B3IJIsI/I 3aTBEpEI, U 51 BAPYT yBUIENA Mepeji cOO0M He MPOCTO CTAPOro 3HAKO-
MOTO CEMbHU, a HacTOsAIIero npasutesss. OH HAPOUUTO MEAJIEHHO OTJIOKUJ BUJIKY U HOXK, OTCTaBUJI
TapeJiky, JaBas MOHSATh, YTO C YTPEHHEN Tpare30i NOKOHYEHO. Mama ¢ BOJTHEHHMEM ITOCMOTpeJia Ha
MeHsI: 51 BBI3BaJIa THEB CAMOr0 KOpoJisl. 3aMeTuiia, 4to U narna Hanpsircs. Ho orcrynars 51 He coOu-
pajack.

— OTtnyctute ero, — NOBTOPUIIA 51 TUXO.

— Ecim kaxas xumepa cMokeT Oe3HaKa3aHHO HapyIlaTh IPAHUIBI MOUX BJajieHHH, To Bpara
HeGecHbIX YTecOB CKOPO NPEBPATATCS B TPOXOAHOM 1BOp! MHE aJib I0HOIITY, KOTOPBIH CTaJl 3aJ10K-
HUKOM 0OCTOSITeNLCTB. OH JEHCTBUTENIHHO TTOMOT Tebe. 3a 3T0 S Japylo eMy OBICTPYIO M CIIAaBHYIO
CMepTh 0e3 MyUYeHUH.
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S B3aporHyna. Jloxkeuka, KOTOPOH 51 HEPBHO NOMEIIMBAla B3Bap, OCTYXas €ro, Bellajla U3
pyku. A v He Tymana, 4To BCE HACTOJIBKO IUIOXO. ..

— la, 3T0 HecnpaBeIUBO, — roj0C KOposis cMsArdmics. — Ho 31o neno rocyaapcTBeHHOM Baxk-
HOCTH. §] BHIHYK/IeH Oy/ly Ka3HUTh ApakoHa. OH 3acitykui 310, 6eccriopro! Ho 51 He Mory OTIyCTUTb
xumepy! Hukro 3toro He noiimer!

«HuUKTO M3 MOIaHHBIX 3TOTrO HE MOWMET, IPECTUK BJIACTU MOIIATHETCS, @ BaM 3TOI0 OYEHb He
XOUeTcs, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO. . .»

— OH nof 3a1MTOM 3TUX CTEH, — CKa3aja sl HErPOMKO, HO TBEPJIO.

XoTs yke cama MOHMMaJsa, 4Tto He yaepxky KepuHa, efiBa OH cCMOXKeT MOJHATbCS Ha HOTH. $1
3HaJIa, YTO OH MPEANOYTET CMEPTh KU3HK Ha MpaBax IuieHHMKa HebecHsix YTecoB. M Kopoib 310
TOXE TOHSUI, YJIBIOHYJICSI COUYBCTBYIOIIEH MOMYYIBIOKOI: MOJ, 51 3HAIO, 3HAIO, AEBOYKA, HO TaKOBa
KU3Hb. ..

Memns 6pocuiio B xkap. Jliodoe ckazaHHOE MHOIO CJIOBO TYT € pa3OMBAIOCh O HE3BIOJIEMOCTh
KOpoJieBCcKoro cinoa. OH oTaaul MpUKas, MpuKas ObUT HapylleH. Bce octaibHOE — JTMPUKA U CAaHTH-
MeHThl. Kak Toneko Kepun nokuner ropy Heopn, ero HUUTO He cracer. ..

3a0bIB O TOM, YTO TO HEMIPUIMYHO M BBHINJIUT COBEPIIEHHO MO-IETCKH, 51 pa3peBenack. a
YTO TaM, 51 TOTOBA ObLJIa Ha KOJIEHSIX YMOJISITh IPABHUTENs, BOT TOJIBKO 3TO HE IOMOKET. . .

Oren Bce 3T0 BpeMsl Molya CHJE O IMpaBylo pyKy oT MeHs. Ho uto emy ocraBajioch, OH
nojIaHHbIN Koposist. B cioBax 3ysa Bunapaa npucyTcTBoBaia rpasja, COPUTh ¢ KOTOPOU TPYIHO.
K tomy xe Kepun xumepa... A narna Bceraa HEHaBUIEN XUMEp JII0TO U HETPUMUPUMO.

Sl pplmana HaB3pBIT U HUYETo He Morjia ¢ cobou mopenars. [lanma Harren Moo pyKy U CKall B
CBOEH JIaJIOHH, TIOTOM TMOAHSIICS U3-3a CTOJIA.

— 4 npoBoxy xumepy 1o Bpar HeGecHbix YTecoB, — cka3ajl OH CIIOKOWHO, CJIOBHO HUYETO
0COOEHHOTO ceiluac He MPOUCXOIUT, OyATO OH He OOBABIISAET O CBOEM HElOAUYMHEHUH Kopomo. — OH
MOW T'OCTh, ¥ 3TOTO TPeOYIOT 3aKOHBI TOCTEPUUMCTBA. A €CJT MOETO TOCTSI MOMBITAIOTCS YOUTb. . .
Yro xe... Torga g craHy cpaxaTbCs 3a HETO.

Sl mporyotuna ciesbl, ¢ yKacoM IS Ha Mamy. DTO pellieHHe TPO3WUJI0 HaM CTPAIIHbIMU
kapamu. HermogumHenue. .. Xyke 3TOro HIUero He MOTJIO ObITh. . .

Koponb Toxe nogHscs, 1 OHU BCTaJIM IPYT HAIIPOTUB Jpyra.

— Ioaymaii naxel, Ckaitrapa Heopi, — mpousHec rpaBUTeb Ha YI0CCe.

Bapyr s yBuzena, 4to 1 Mama BCTaeT u3-3a cTojia. Mosi Xxpyrkas MajeHbKasi Mama, KoTopast
Ha BHJ| Ka3aJ1aCh COBCEM JIEBYOHKOM.

— 41 Toe nonevy nNpoBoKaTh HAIIEro roCTs, — CKa3aja OHa.

A BeJb JIeTasia-To OHa JI0 cuX mop Tak cede. [Ipapia, Mbl ¢ TIAMOM i 3TOro He TOBOPYIIU, YTOOBI
HE paccTpauBarh.

B rocruHol moBucia 370Belnas THIIMHA, KOTAA BAPYT BCTal ApeH. YIbIOHYJICS MPUMUpPU-
TEJILHO:

— Oreun, nopa Heopa, naBaiiTe He cTaHEM MOPTUTH STOT MPEKPACHBIA JEHb CCOPOH, JIydllle
BCIIOMHUM, 3a4€M MbI 3[IeCh COOPAJIUCh.

— B cBs13u ¢ youiictBom Jiopaa 3udepra, — MpayHO BBICKA3aJICS KOPOJb.

— V3HavanbHO 51 MpUOBLI Clofa, YTOOBI MOMBITATHCS T0OUThCS pyKU TIpeKpacHoi neau Hwopy,
oTell, — TepHeIMBO Nonpasuil ero ApeH. — M eciii MeHs BBICIYIIAIOT, 51 MOTY IIPEAJIOKUTH CAENKY. ..

— Cpenky? — I'naza 3yna Bunapaa cBepkHyiu. OH, KaXeTcs,, MTHOBEHHO YJIOBHJI, YTO XOUYET
CKa3aTb €MY ChIH.

A BOT 0 M€Hs, IPU3HAIOCh, AOIUIO HE Cpasy...

— Jlenu Heopn Bce paBHO B KOHIIE CMOTPUH JOJIKHA ObLIa BHIOPATh KOTO-TO U3 KEHUXOB, UTOOBI
MPOJOJIKUTh C HUM BeTpedaTbest. Ho Ha cerofiHsIIHMIA JeHb 51 €IMHCTBEHHbIN KEHUX B 3aMKE. ..

Moe cepaue 3amepiio, Korjaa s oHsIa, K 4eMy OH KJIOHUT. ApeH He BbI3bIBAJl Y MEHs OTBpa-
IIEHKs], HO MHBIX YYBCTB TOXE HE BBI3bIBI. OH OBUI CIUIIKOM OOCTOSATENIBHBIM, CIIUIIKOM 0€339MO-

42



A. C. IlnarynoBa. «Cepaie Xxumepbi»

[IMOHATBHBIM. .. Jla BeJb 51 ¥ He lyMasia, YTO CMOTPUHBI — 3TO CEPbE3HO, s1 HUKOTO He TUIAaHUpOBaja
BeIOMpaTh. Ho ceituac 6wl BeiOpasia! 51 Ob1 6e3 coMHeHui BriOpaial

KepuHa. ..

Poaurenu Toxe goraganuck, TpeBOXHO neperssiHyavcs. Y 3yn Bumapa noHsii, mocMoTpes Ha
ChIHA KaK-TO MO-0COOEHHOMY, C TOPIOCTBIO. 3arOyYUTh B KOPOJIEBCKYIO CEMbIO TIEPBYI0 UICTUHHYIO
APaKOHMILY — TaKasl ClIeJIKa BIIOJIHE MOIJIa OKYIIUTh HapyIlleHUe MPUKa3a.

— Bor moe nocnenHee cioBo, — BECKO ckazal oH. — ArHapa Heopa maer cBoe cornacue Ha To,
YTO B TEUEHME roJja OHA BCTPEUaeTCsl C MOMM CBIHOM, TpUHLIEM ApeHoMm Buapriom, a o ucreyeHun
3TOrO rofja BCTYIUT C HUM B Opak. B3ameH xumMepa cMoxeT OecripensiTCTBeHHO MMOKUHYTh HeGecHblie
Vrecol. CornacHa?

OH B ynop nocMoTpes1 Ha MeHs. I cTosiia HM kuBa HU MepTBa. OH cepbe3Ho? Bot Tak, npsmo
ceiiyac permurcsi Mosi cyap0a? OHU 1Mo CyTH BBIHYKIaM MeHs Ha Opak. [1ycTh He ceilyac, a TOJNBKO
yepes rofl, HO BEIOOpa y MeHs Bce paBHO He ocTaHeTcsl. Ha ofHoM yariie BecoB Mosi cyib0a, Ha Ipyroi
— xu3Hb Kepuna u Onaronomnyuue moeii cembu. 1 1ot ApeH... OH Bpoae He Takoil 1yIoxoi... Hy
MoYeMy, Noyemy Bce Tak HeclpaBeaanuBo?!

— Hla, — mporenTaia .

— Bor u omm4HO, — KOpOb YABIOHYJICA TaK HIMPOKO, YTO MHE B TOJIOBY HEBOJIBHO MPHIILIA
MBICJTb, UYTO BCE 3TO OBUIO CIIaHMpPOBaHO. UTo HUKOMY Xu3Hb KeprHa 0cob0 1 He HyxkHa Oblia, a
BOT UCTMHHASI JPAKOHUIIA — OYEHb JaKe. ..

Be3 cun s ynana Ha cTya. 3HauuT, Tak ToMy M ObITh. [71aBHOe, yto KepuH ocraHercst KuB.
Hawm Bce paBHO He ObITh BMecTe. TONbKO OTYero Tak OOJNBHO IEMUT Cepille U KOMOK B ropjie — He
MPOJOXHYTb. . .
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I'maBa 12

K Beuepy KepuH cymern nogHAThCA Ha HOrM. biarogapsa KpoBU IpakoHA €ro paHbl 3aKMBAJIN
o4eHb ObICTpo. O TOM, YTO HAIl TOCTh COOMPAETCS yIeTaTh, MHE COOOIMIa Apxa, KOTopasi 3a00TH-
Jach O HeM B TedeHue IHsA. Kak Obl MHE camoii XOTeloCh POBECTU STH HECKOJIBKO YacOB PSIOM C
HUM, HO, YBBI, 9TO OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Hapu, Tbl He MOXeIb OCTaBaThCsl HAGAMHE C IPYTUM MYKIMHOM. [laxke eci 3a0bITh HA MTHO-
BEHME O TOM, YTO OH XMMepa, — CKa3zaja Mama, OyITO W3BMHSSACH, KOT/A 5 MONPOCUIAa Pa3peInTh
MHE yXaKUBaTh 32 HUM. — ThI... TeNlepb HEBECTA. ..

Ona nmpou3Hecaa 3T0 ¥ camMa pacCTPOMIIACh, MOTAHY/IACh, YTOOBI OOHSATH, HO S CTPEJION BbLIe-
Tesa rmpous. HeBecta! ¥V MeHs nmosiBUIOCH olnyiieHue, OyATo Ha MOU PYKU M HOTH HAJIeNT HEBUIIU-
Mble KaHgaibl. OIHaKo s cama COITIacHiIach, TaK YTO OCTAETCS TOIBKO CMUPUTBCS.

Opnnaxo nonpoiarses ¢ Kepunom MHe HUKTO He 3anpetuT! $1 uckasa ero B KOMHare, HO KTO-TO
U3 CJIYT CKa3aJl, YTO OHU C MOUM OTLIOM Y€ CIyCTUJIMCh. OTIpOMETHIO S ClleTesa BHU3 110 JIECTHULIE,
OTYasIHHO BOJIHYSICh, YTO OMo371aia. BeiOexkana Ha KpbUIBLIO U TOJIBKO TOTA MepeBesa AyX.

Kepwun crosi1 Bo 1Bope 3amka. OH BBINIAAEN YCTaBIINM, OJISHBIM, U BCe e ObLT TOJIOH pellIy-
MOCTH ITOKMHYTH Halll IOM. I Bce MOHMMaJa: OH TOPOIIUTCS CIIACTU CECTPY, HO KakK K€ MHE XOTEJI0Ch
OCTaThCs1 C HUM XOTs1 OBl HA Yac, XOTs Obl HAa HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

— Kepun! — kpuknyna .

OH BCKMHYJI B3IJISII M YJIBIOHYJICS, YBUJEB MEHsI, TOKJIOHWJICS] HEYKJTIOKe: paHbl Bee ere oec-
MOKOWJIH €TO.

— Jlenn Heopa.

Capn 30n0T1ics B MsArkoM cBete. CosHIIE CKOPO CIIPSYETCs 3a TOPU3OHT, HO MOKA 3eJIeHb Jiepe-
BbEB Oy/ATO yTOmasna B Meay. Penko korja Ha riato BeIaBasiach Takasi sicHas moroja. Kazanocse, 4ro
B TaKOW JIMBHBIN Beuep BCe BO3MOXKHO, JIIOOOE UyJIo. . .

— Iama. .. Moxno MBI Tiporyisiemcs 1o caay? S mpocrto xouy noodnarogaputh Kepuna 3a To,
YTO OH CIlac MEeHS.

Dto OBUTO TIOUTH TTPaBoH. [1ana BHUMaTEIHbHO MOCMOTpPEIT Ha MeHs. Bo3MoHO, OH codupacs
CKa3aThb TO K€ caMOe, YTO MaMa: Thl TElIepb HEBECTA, a TOT, KOT'O ThI BbIIILIA [TPOBOXKATH, — XUMepa. [la,
sl HEBECTa, 51 3HaI0. Sl BEpHYCh B 3aMOK U 32 YKTHOM Oy/ly yYTHBa CO CBOUM TeNepb yxke O(PUITaTbHBIM
AKEHUXOM. Sl He cTaHy Kallpu3HMYaTh, sl HE MOABEY Bac, HO celyac MpOCTO MO3BOJIb TPOUTUCH TIO
cany ¢ Kepunowm. ..

Hagepnoe, nana npoues MOM MbIC/IM HAa MoeM Juie. OH U caM HOHUMAaJl, YTO 3TO CIIMIIKOM
MaJIeHbKasl TulaTa 3a MOe CMUpPEHHe U MOIO CBOOOY.

— Wmm, — TOIBKO M CKa3aJI OH.

Kepun ObuIO MpeyiokuI MHE PyKy, YTOOBI TIOMOYB CITYCTUTBCS CO CTYIEHEH, HO s ToKavyasia
roJIoBoM U He B3sia ee. S HeBecta Tenepb. Hepecta. [TpokiisThe!

Mb! BHOBB IOLIUIMA TIO 3HAKOMBIM JIOPOKaM. 1 HEBOJIbHO BCIIOMHMJIA, KakK 51 IIpUBEJa Clofa
Kepuna Beuepom niepBoro JHs, Kak 0osiiach ero — 1o naHuku! M kak terepp XxoTesa KOCHYThCS €ro
PYKH.

3aMOK CKpBLICS 3a BEpIIMHAMHU AEPEBbEB, Mbl OCTATIUCH OHMU.

— KepuH, nouemy Tbl BepHyJicsi? — 3a/1aj1a s1 BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM HE 1aBasl MHE TIOKos1. — §] Oblia
yBEpEHa, 4To Thl yJIETell. . .

OH He cpazy MHe otBeTi/1. CHOBa Cciesiajl Takoe JBMKeHHe, OyITO XOTe B3ATh MEHS 32 PYyKY,
HO OIIOMHUJICS U 3aMep.

— Tenepsp yxke HeBaxHO, Hapu. ..

— Ckaxu! — oYTH KpUKHYJA .
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MHe uyauioch, 4TO B 3TOM IPU3HAHUM KPOETCSl YTO-TO HEBEPOSTHO AJIsi MeHs1 BaxkHoe. Tak
OHO U OKa3aJI0Ch.

— 41 moHsn, 4To yaedy u Oosblile HUKOrAa Teds He YBUXKY. Bpsi i MHE CHOBa MOBE3ET Tak,
YTO 51 He3aMeueHHBIM podepych B HebecHbie YTech U octaHych kuB. XuMepe ciofa xona Het. Ho
APaKOHbI UMEIOT TPABO B JII0OOE BpeMsl MOSIBISATHCS B MUpe Jitofieit. 1 eciut Obl ThI. . .

OH 3amoryas, MOAHSII Ha MEHs 3€JIeHble [V1a3a, B KOTOPBIX S BUJEJIa SICHO JIUIIb OIHO CJIOBO:
«Hesecra».

— Hy xe! — B HeTeprieHnu s TorHysa Horou. — KepuH!

— 3aueM Thl COMIaCUIach? — BIPYT C TOPEUBIO BBIIOXHYJI OH. — §I BCe NOHMMAIO, ChIH KOPOJIA. . .
W Th1, HABepHOE, NOMKHA ObLIa KOro-To BeIOpaTh. Ho math cornacue Ha Opak! Hapu!

O He 3Ha1. $1 monpocusa eMy He TOBOpUTh. 51 He xoTena, yToObl KepuH MoHsT, 4To €ro )Ku3Hb
KyIUICHa [IEHON Moel cBoOO/bl. MHe OCTaBajioch TOJBKO MPUTBOPHUTLCSA OE3MO3IIION U BETPEHOMU
JeBUIIECN, KOTOPOU MEHsI M TaK YK€ BCe CUMTAIIH.

— Tl ipaB, oH cbiH Koposist! e 4 ele Haiiay Takoro keHuxa! MHe o4eHb 1oBe3Io, npasaa? —
IIPOM3HECTIA 51, MBITAsICh Ka3aThCsl KOKETJIMBOM JypOUYKOW, HO, TyMalo, MOJIy4aloch Y MEHs IUIOXO,
noroMy uto KepuH cmMoTpen ¢ coMHEHHEM.

— 371€ech YTO-TO HE TO, — MEAJIEHHO ITPOrOBOPUJI OH, BHUMATEJIbHO MEHS pasIvisablBasl.

Emme cexyHna, u oH cooOpa3uT, HO 51 HE MOIJIa €My STOTO MO3BOJIUTb:

— KepuH, 4To TBI rOBOpUII PO MUp Jofen? Mbl AeHCTBUTENBHO YacTo ObiBaeM TaM... O yem
THI XOTEJ CKa3aTh?

— Ecnm ObI THI peniia erne Korna-HuOyab YBUIETHCS CO MHOM, TO 3HAM, s CTaHy KAaTh TeOs
KasK/IbIi TIEpBBIH JIeHb Mecsitia B Cenuce, y (poHTaHA Ha IIeHTpasibHOM 1utomaau. C odea 1o Mo3IHero
BeYepa, — BCE e JJOrOBOPHJI OH, HO TYT K€ MOCHENIHO 100aBuI: — TOIbKO Kak Apy3bsi, caMmo coOoil. 51
Obl MOT TIOKa3aTh TeOe ropoa. .. ECTb OMH TpaKTHp, I/ie TOTOBST HEBEPOSTHO BKYCHbIE PEOPBIIIKH. . .

Moe cepatie OUIIOCh YaCTO-4acToO, TAK YTO CTAJIO OONBHO Jbimarh. OH BEPHYJICS, IOTOMY UTO
HE XOTeJ O MHOM paccraBathbes. [Ipuayman, Kak MOXET YBUIETh MeHsI CHOBA. [ OTOB ObLT KaTh Yy
3TOro qypankoro (poHTana 6e3 HaIeKAbl, UTO S MOSIBIIOCH. A Terephb OH AyMAaeT, YTo sl N3-3a MIYTOM
MIPUXOTH MPHHSLIA OITPOMETUYMBOE PellieHUe, COTTIACHBIINCH Ha Opak ¢ CbIHOM Kopossi. KepuH v Buaa
He MMOKa3bIBa, HO, YBEpeHa, eMy ceiluac ObLIO TaK ke OOJNBHO, KaKk MHE.

OH BepHyJCS M TOTOB ObLI CNIACTH MEHsI IIEHOM COOCTBEHHOW KM3HHM. ApeH ke He clesal
HUYErO. .. JIUIb MOSIBUJICS B HY’KHBIA MOMEHT B HY)KHOM MeCTe. . .

1 oTBepHYyIIack, Moprasi, YToObl clipsATaTh ciie3bl. Kak 310 Bce myuntesnbHo. Kora noBepHynach
BHOBb, KepuH CTOs1J1, MPUCIOHUBIINCH CIIMHOM K CTBOJY JIEPEBa: pa3roBOp TOYHO 3a0pasl y HEero Bce
cuibl. S1 cMOTpesa Ha ero HEKpacuBOe, HO TaKOe MPUTSAraTesIbHOE, TaKoe POJHOE JIMIO U IOHUMAJIA,
YTO MHE HaIlJIeBaTh HA TO, YTO OH XuMepa. Tricsdy pa3 1ieBaTh, YTO 5 3aKJII0YUIIa JOTOBOP C KOPO-
neM. I MWJUTMOH pa3 myieBaTh Ha BCe, KpOMe Halllei JIIOOBH.

[omYMHUBIINCH HEOCO3HAHHOMY TOPBIBY, S MOJOIUIA BIUIOTHYIO, IPUKaJlach K €ro rpyiu,
3anpOKMHYJIA JIMIIO U KOCHYnack rydbamu ry06 Kepuna, mouyBcTBOBasa, Kakre OHU MSTKHE U TEIUIbIE.
Ho KepuH He oTBeTHII Ha TOIETyid, HAOOOPOT, UyTh OTOABUHYJICS.

—Yro 370 BHI ienaete, Jienu Hpopa? — CipoCcHt OH € HAITYCKHOM CTPOTOCThIO, MBITASICh 00PaTUTh
BCE B HIYTKY.

— llenyto Teds1, xumepa, — MpoIIenTaia .

B moem rosoce oH yragain nojactymnawonpe ciae3bl. Heyxenu s ommoOaach B ero 4yBCTBax KO
MHe? KepuH B35J1 MOe JIMLO B JIAIOHU U 3amIsiHY/I B I1a3a. OH CMOTpeJT Tak JI0Jro, TaK HEKHO, UTO
cep/ILie rOTOBO ObLIO Pa30pBaThCsl OT ITOM HEKHOCTH.

— Hapwu, most ponnas... Eciu s 1ebs mouenyio, To HaBeKH NpuBsKy K cede. [louenyit Bo0-
JIEHHOM XMMEPBI CIIOBHO I UIsl HEOKPETIIIero cepua. Thl HUKOT/Ia He CMOKEIb MEHsI 3a0bITb.

Bmo6nenHoit xumepsl. .. OH moOuT MeHst! Bonblie HU4TO He BaXHO!
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— 51 u Tak TeOs HuKoraa He 3a0yny, Kepun, — oTBeTiiia s M THXO JoOaBwia: — S Toxe Teds
MoOJTIO.

U torpa on nouienioBan MeHs1. Y MHe kKa3anock, OyITO s bIO COJTHIIE M €T0 30JI0TOM CBET 3aroJi-
HsIET MEHsI BCIO LIEJTMKOM, BBITECHSIET Oe3 OCTaTKa BCce CTPaxXy U3 MOEH JIyIH, OCTaBJIsIs JIUIIb TOKOM
1 pagocTh. 51 Oonblne HUYero He 0osi1ach. MbICIIb O TOM, UTO 1 TeTIeph HEBECTa, CTajla BAPYT Ka3aThCs
TaKOW He3HAYMTEJILHOM. S 3Hasa, UYTO Hal1y Crioco0 OTHPABUTHCS B MUP JIIOIeH U TIOsIBITIOCH B Cenuce
B [IEPBbII JeHb MecsIa, rae y (poHTaHa Oyzer x1atb KeprH. A motom. .. Mbl 4To-HUOYIb MPUAYMAEM.

KepuH BbIITyCTHT MEHS U3 CBOUX OOBSITUI, HO MUP M3MEHWJICA HaBceraa. S1 mooimo 1 modnMa.
U crany 60poThCs 3a CBOIO JIOOOBb.

Jlaxxe Korja Mbl IIJTM K 3aMKY, OOJIBIIYIO YacTh JOPOTH JiepKach 3a pyKH, aaxe Koraa Kepun
KHMBHYJI MHE Ha ITPOIIAHUE U OHH C OTIIOM MOJHSITUCH B BO3/1yX — XMMEPa U JPAKOH, JIETAIIUE PSIOM, —
Jaxe TOT/Ia HY Karli COMHEHUsI He KOCHYJIOCh Moeid tyrii. Mbl Oyznem BMecte. [TycTb Takoro corosa
He ObUIO paHbllle U HUKOT/IA HEe TIOSIBUTCS BIIPEIb.

[No3xe B TOT OeHb, KOrja mara BepHyscs, npoBoauB Kepuna no Bpar HebecHbix YTecos, s
M03Bajla pOUTENel B TOCTUHYIO. YCTpOWIach Ha JMBaHE U MPUITIACKIIA UX CeCTh psaoM. Ponurenu
BCTPEBOKEHHO TEPEIISIHYIIUCh, HO CEJIH.

— Mawma, nama, s1 Bac oueHb o000, — cKasasa s1. — Ho HacTynmiio Bpemsi pacckasaTb MHE BCe.
4l 3Ha10, YTO APaKOHBI Opasiu B KEHBI YEJIOBEUECKHX JEBYIIEK JIMIIIb JJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI T€ POAWINA UM
HACJIeIHUKA, a Tocie 3Toro ymupaau. Tak, nama?

Sl moBepHyJa rOJIOBY M IOCMOTpEJIa eMy IpsIMO B IJ1a3a, KOTOpbIe OH He ycren oTBecTu. M 3a
KOPOTKYIO CEKYHJy 51 YBHJEJa, KAaK CMEHUJIaCh Ha €ro JIMIe raMMa 9yBCTB — yKac, CThII, OOJb. ..

— Jla, Mos1 paiOCTh.

Tyt Mmama B3sJ1a MEHS 32 PYKY.

— Ham kaxercsi, 4To Bce B JKM3HH JODKHO OBITh YETKO pasfieiieHo — J0OpO U 310, YepHOe U
Oenoe, — HaYaJsla OHa, OCTOPOKHO Moadupas ciioBa. — OTHAKO KU3HD TaKas CJIOKHAs MTYyKa. .. MiHOorma
OKa3bIBAETCSl, YTO TBOW 3JICHIIINIA Bpar BAPYT CTAHOBUTCS CAMBIM POIHBIM U OJIM3KUM YEJIOBEKOM.

U onm Bce MHe pacckazay. Cuenu psiioM, B3sIB 32 pyKH, OYITO MBITATMCH yAEPXKaTh Ha IIaBY,
¥ TOBOPWJIM, TOBOPHJIH. .. MHE OBbUIO CTpaIHO ¥ OOJIbHO, HO 51 YK€ TOTOBA OblIa IPUHSATH 3TY MPABAY.
Tem GoJiee 4TO B CIOBaX MaMbl s yCIIbIIIATA KOE-YTO OYEHb BaXKHOE 15 CeOsl.

37efiiuii Bpar BAPYr CTAHOBUTCS CAaMbIM POAHBIM M Ou3kuM. 1 cambIM JiioOuMBIM, Oyab OH
IOpakoH... M xumepa.
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Yacrb BTOpas
CoMuTh HEMMOKOPHYIO

I'maBa 1

JIBe urypsl B OesbIX OEssHUSAX CTOSUTM Ha OajlKoHe, onosickiBaionieM OarmHio. OTel U ChiH
CMOTpEJIM Ha TOpOJl, YTO PACKUHYJICS Y MX HOT, — TOpOJl, MOJBJIACTHBIN JTI0OOMY MX CJIOBY U yKasy.
AnpoxpoH, cromuia HebecHsix YTecos.

ApeH TepnemBo kJ1aJl, KOrjaa oTel HauHeT pa3ropop. OH NOHUMaJI, 4TO KOPOJIb MO3BAJI €10 B
CBOHM TIOKOMW HE JUIsI TOTO, YTOOBI MOMI0O0BAThCS BUIOM. 3ya Buiapn mpuriaman crapiiero cbiHa B
JIMYHBIE allapTaMEHTbl B UCKJIIOUUTENBHBIX ClIyvasxX, U ApeH LeHW A0BepHe, OKa3aHHOE EMY.

— Korza Tl peaioxuiiis cBoel HeBeCTe MOroCTUTh y Hac? — He MOBOPAavKBasi OJIOBbI, 3aaJ1
BOIPOC ITPABUTEb.

Ero ronoc kazascs qpykemoOHsIM, HO He 0OMaHyJI IPUHIIA — OTel] ObLT YeM-TO HE/IOBOJICH.

— He npouuto u mecsua nocne cMOTpUH, oTell. § XOTes Mo3BONUTh ATHape NMPUBBIKHYTh K
MBICJIM O TOM, YTO OHa Tereph HEBECTA.

— IIpMBBIKHYTb K MBICJIH, — [IOBTOPUJI KOPOJIb, IPOLIEAUB CJI0BA C IPE3PEHUEM, a I10CTIe TOCMOT-
pes Ha ApeHa B yrop. — He c/IMIIIKOM J11 Thl MAITOK, CBIH, /7151 OyyILero npaButess?

ApeH mpomosyajn, He NMOHMMAasi, YeM BbI3BaJ HEYJOBOJLCTBUE OTIA. Beap OH mocrymai
COIIACHO HOBOMY YCTaBY, XOTsl M3HAYaJIbHO €My IPETHJIa MbIC/Ib O TOM, UYTO OH, HaCJEJAHUK TPOHA
HebGecHbix YTecoB, BRIHYXK/EH IUISICAaTh BOKPYT JEBYOHKH, BBHINOJHSISI BCE €e CyMacOpOIHbIE Kea-
HUsA, OyJb OHa XOTh TPUXK[Ibl UCTUHHASA JpakoHUla. Ho BpemeHa M3MEHWINCh, CMOTPHHBI TEeph
yCTpauMBaIOT 1151 )KeHUXOB. Benp 6e3 Mo0BH B YelTOBEUYECKHX JEBYIIKaX He MPOOYIUTh KPOBb JPEB-
HHX JIpakoHbMX pospoB. Knapucca KpayHpana — KoBapHasi M yMHasi ApaKOHUIIA, OONaaBIIast CHIb-
HEHILIEeN Marueu, — Bce MpeaycMOTpea.

3yn Bunapn noragancs, o yeM JyMaeT ero ChiH. 3eJieHble IJ1a3a MpaBuTelst OlecHyH, YIbIOKa
TPOHYJIA TyOBI.

— Bce BepHO, ChIH. YCTaB HEYKOCHUTENIBHO JIOJDKEH COOIONATHCS HAILIMMU TO/IIAHHBIMHU, BE/lb
TOJIBKO 3TO JIaeT HA/IeKly Ha BO3poXkaeHHe packl. Ho Mbl ipaBuTenu, ApeH, v 00sI3aHBI TyMaTh Ha
HECKOJILKO BeKOB Brepea. HyxHa i B HameM pofy pa3OaBiieHHasi KpOBb, HJIM BO3POXKACHUE HEOO-
XOAMMO Ha4aThb, B35IB B KEHBI Ty, YTO YK€ POAMIIACH JPAKOHOM ?

Borpoc He TpeboBas OTBeTa, 1 ApeH JIMIb CKJIOHWUJ FOJIOBY, COIVIAIIASCH.

— Arnapa Hpopn 1omkHa cTaTh TBOEH JKeHOM | — TBEpIO IMPOU3HEC KOPOJIb, OH OYATO OBl OTAABAI
IIPUKa3, HO ApeH 1 He AymaJsl IPOTUBOPEUUTh.

— OHa ¥ cTaHeT, — IpUHIL CABUHYJ OPOBH, HE 3Has, K YeMy KJIOHUT OTell.

V 3yna Bunapaa, noxoxe, 3akaHuMBaIoch TeprieHre. OH, MacTep UHTPUT U CJIOKHbBIX OJIUTH-
YECKHUX Urp, ObUI OTOPUEH TEM, UTO €ro ChbIH OTKa3bIBAETCS BUIETh OUEBUJHOE U HE IOHUMAET HaMe-
KOB. BripoueM, oryactu oH ObUI caM BHHOBAT — CJIMIIIKOM YacTO JIEMOHCTPHPOBAJ pPacHoIOKEHHE
nomy Heopa, Tak uto co3nan y ApeHa BrevatieHue, Oyaro Beienser Ckaiirapaa Heopaa, ero sxeny
¥ JJOYb U3 YMCJIa IPOYUX NMPUOIMKEHHBIX. UTO ke, MPUAETCs TOBOPUTDH B OTKPHITYIO.

— Arnapa Hropy elie 1oHas JeBOUKa, HO OHa UCTUHHAs JpakoHuIa. To, 4To ee BbIPACTHIIM B
MoOBH, HAM Ha PyKy: OHa HaMBHA, 100Opa U I0OBEpUMBa. Y Hee MOoKa He ObLII0 HeOOXOOMMOCTH TTOKa-
3pIBaTh Xapakrep. Ho moBeps, CbiH, €C/M Thl HE CJIOMaelllb €€ Cpasy, TO OHa ellle MOKAXeT, Ha YTOo
criocoOHa. Thl He 3Haelllb, Kak YIpsIMbl, HecruOaeMbl ObIBAIOT JPAKOHUIIBI, KOT/IA UAYT K CBOEH 1IeH,
Kako¥ Obl OHa HU Obuta. Tebe HykHa MOKOpHAs KeHa, a He TOT KOMOK CTPACTH Y MO, KOTOPHIA
MBI BBIHYKJJEHbI ObUIM HAOMOaTh HA CMOTPUHAX. TOT XuMepa. ..
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Orten 1 CbIH OIHOBPEMEHHO MOMOPIIUJIMCH, BCIIOMHUB HAIJIOTO XMMEpY, 4TO MpoOpacs Ha
tepputoprio HebecHbix YTecoB. 3ya Bumapn 1o cux mop cokanena o TOM, YTO He Hallles crocoda
n30aBUTHCS OT TBapu. Ho, BO3MOXkHO, ellie Bce Briepe/iu.

— Orer, 3TO K€ CMEIITHO, — MPOroBOPHJI ApeH, HO TIO JIMILy MPaBUTENS AOTaJalcs, YTO TOMY
BOBCE HE JI0 CMeXa, M OIycTu rmasza. — Oten, ArHapa pasymHas jaeBymika. OHa Jana coriacue Ha
Opak co MHOI! A xumepa... Beap He gymaenb Thl, YTO OHA BCEPhE3 3aMHTEpecoBaIach Um!

ApeH bipkHy1, HO 3ya Bunapn He pasnenu ero Becesbsi:

— Yepes mecs!

—Yro, oren?

— Arnapa Heopn craneT TBoei skeHoit uepes mecsitl. [IokopHOi, CMUPHBIIIEICS KEHOM, I0CTOM-
HOH Oymymiero npasutesisi. Eciii Thl cKaskellb efl BCTaTh HA KOJICHW U TOLIEJIOBAaTh TBOU HOTH, OHA
MMEHHO TaK ¥ nocTynut. Ha Bce TBoM mpuKassl OHa OyJIeT OImycKaTh I71a3a u ToBopuTh: «Ja!» I[ows,
CbIH?

ApeH cMOTpes Ha OTIIa ¥ TBITAJICS TIOHSATh, HE IIyTUT JIK OH. MOXeT ObITh, 9TO TaKOE UCIIbI-
tanue? Ho ymio 3yna Bunapna kazanoch 3acThiBIer OecCTPacTHOM MAacKOM, Kak BCerJa B MUHYTHI
HaMBBICIIIEro rHeBa. JT0 oH, ApeH Bunapy, paccepans ero v Tenepb rotoB ObLT Ha YTO YTOAHO, YTOObI
3ar1aiuTh BUHY.

On Bcriomum ArHapy Heopa. Ee TeMHbIe JIOKOHBI, pacChilTaHHbIE 10 TUIeYaM, TOHKUE TasbIbl,
KOTOpbIE OH JIEpaJl B CBOEH JIaJIoHH, Korja BeJl Haceanuily pona Heopa B tanne. Korna Hapu yibi-
Oaach, TO Ha ee IIeKe MOSBIANACH IMOYKA, TaKasl MIJIasi, YTO XOTEJIOCh He3aMeJTUTENILHO ee Tole-
JIOBATh.

Ha cmotpunax ApeH u30 Bcex cuil aepxkan ceds B pykax, XoTs Beixonku Hapu nHorna noBo-
iy ero Jo Oemenctsa. Crioiire! Crutsimute! Tammrech MEMKOM K YepTy Ha pora 1o TeMHBIM Tielle-
pam, MOTOMY UTO TaK 3aX0TeJIOCh N30aJIOBAHHON HAC/IETHUIIEe poaa. ApeH OOpoJIcs ¢ COOOH, YTOOBI He
CBhSI3BUTH WM HE IPUKPUKHYTh HA IEBUOHKY, YBEPEHHYIO B TOM, UYTO BCEJICHHAS JJOJIKHA BPAIaThCs
BOKDYT Hee.

Ho emme cunbHee emy XOTeJoch CkaTh ee IUIeUH, MPUTSIHYTh K cede, peoiosieBast ColpoTUB-
JIeHWe, BIUTHCS TIOIEITyeM B MAJICHBKUH POT.

BmecTo 3TOr0 OH, MBITasiCh COXPAHUTH OCTATKU JOCTOMHCTBA, BBITIOJHSUT BCE TIPUXOTH B30aI-
MOIITHOM 10HOH ApakoHuIbl. Otert npaB! Tricsy pa3 rpas — keHa JA0KHA ObITh TTOKOPHOM !

ApeH ynpiOHyscs. Takue mpaBuia eMy HpaBWIIMCh ropasio Oosbiiie! OH npeacTaBuil X pyrkyo
Hapwu, koTopasi cTaHOBUTCS Tiepell HUM Ha KoseHH. [IpeacTaBuil, Kak OHa CKJIOHSIET XOPOIIEHbKYIO
royioBKY: «Jla, Mo rocionua!» OH He OyZIeT CJMIITKOM rpy0 ¢ Hell, He OoJbIIe, YeM 3TO HeOOXOAUMO.
Bo3MoXkHO, MHOTJa TIO3BOJIUT ceOe OBITh HEXKHBIM C KEHOUM. DTO J1aXe JTydIlle BOCIIMTHIBAET ITOKOP-
HOCTb.

— S monsin, oren! — Y crapimmii ChiH paBUTEIIsE MOKJIOHUJICS OTITY.
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I'taBa 2

Maprapura Hpopz 3aHuMasiach 1€10M, HEJOCTOMHBIM apUCTOKPATKH, TPUHAJIEKAIIEH K BbIC-
memMy JipakoHbemy pony. OHa mekJsia neyeHse.

Brnipouem, Bce HACTOJNBKO MPHUBHIKJIM K TOMY, YTO TOCHOXKA YaCTEHBKO CITyCKAETCsl Ha KyXHIO
IJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI CBOMMHU PYKaMH IMIPUTOTOBUTH MYXKY U JOUEPU KaKoe-HUOYIb HOBOE OO0, UTO YKe
HE YIWBJISTUCH.

N cam Ckaiirapn Hbopa 3Hau1, 11€ MOKHO HaBepHsIKA OTBICKATh KEHY — Ha KyxXHe. XOTs y
XO3AMKH 3aMKa U 0e3 TOro XBaTajio 3a00T, 0aJIOBAaThCsI CTPAITHEN el HUKOT/Ia He HaI0eAalIo.

Bor u ceffuac oHa packaTbiBajia Ha CTOJIe TEMHOE TECTO, KOTOPOE JOIKHO ObLIO MPEBPATUTHCS
B PACCHITYATOE TIEYCHBE.

Hapu Haxogunach 31ech xe. YCTpousach Ha CTyse, OOHSIB KOJIEHH, — TaKasi TOHEHbKasi, YTo
0e3 Tpyaa ymecTuiiach Ha cusieHbe. OHa Halmpochiiach OMOTraTh, HO yKe CKOpo OTBJIeKJack. Cuena,
OTIIUIbIBast KYCOUKH CJIAIKOTO TeCTa, M 33/1aBajla BOIIPOCH], HA KOTOpbhle Maprapura 3a rnocieiHue
HECKOJIbKO HeZIe/lb OTBeYasla CHOBA U CHOBA. Y JPYrod Ha ee MecTe AaBHO Obl JIOMHYJIO TEpIICHHUE,
HO Py moHMMara, Kak HeJlerko ceiiuac Jiouepy, B OJHOYAChe CTaBIlel HeBecTou. JlioOsiein Matepu
Y caMoii ObUIO TPYAHO 3TO MPUHSATH, HO OHA YCHOKanBaja ceds TeM, YTO BIIEpEeIH elle IeIbli TO,
KOTJIa ee IEBOYKa OCTAHETCs PSIZIOM.

IMoce cmorpun Hapm coBceM He HamoMHuHaMa ceOs MpexHI©n — 0e33a00THYI0, Beceyio
nramky. OHa czenanach 3alyMUYnBON U TPYCTHOM, 1 MaprapuTa rotoBa ObUia Ha 4TO YTOJHO, JIUIIIb
OBl Ha JIMIIE JI0YEPU HEHAIOMTO 3aKIJIaCh 030pHAs YJIbIOKA.

Maprapura 3Haja, 4TO Tep3aeT ee JeBOUKY. MaJjio Toro 4to oHa cTajia HeBeCTOM, TaK eIlie U 3TOT
napeHb, KOTOPBIH crac ee, a rmocie mMpoyHo odocHoBacs B cepaie Hapu, on... Maprapute Tsxeno
OBLJIO TIPOM3HECTH ITO Jlaxke MbICTIeHHO. OH OKa3aJicss XuMepoi!

A Bce BOIPOCHI, KOTOPbIE OTHBIHE 33/1aBaJia 104b, KACATIMCh XUMEP, M TOJIBKO MX. Kak HY 60/1bHO
ObLTI0 X03s11iKe ropsl Hhop BcnomuHath mporioe, paau Hapu ona oTBevana mpsiMmo ¥ 4eCTHO.

— 3HauuT, 3TO TO caMoe TevYeHbe, KOTOpoe MekJyia crapas skoHoMKa? Kak ee 3Banmu... I'BeH,
Kakercsi?

— Ja, Hapu. Ee 3Bamu I'BeH. U oHa Obl1a He TOJBKO SKOHOMKOM, OHA OblTa WICHOM CEMbH,
BEPHBIM [IPyroM... — MaprapuTa HEHAJIOIro 3aMoyajia, BCIIOMUHAS JOOPOE MOPIIMHUCTOE JIMIIO
NOXUION TOOMMHKU. CTONBKO JIET MPOIILIO, 2 OHA TOMHIJIA KaX/yI0 YePTOUKY.

— W ee younu... xumepsi?

«Ox, Hapu, CKOJIBKO %€ MOKHO CIpalliMBaTh OIHO U TO ke !» — B3noxHysa Mapraputa Heopn
npo cebs1, HO BCIIyX HUYETro TaKoro He ckazaya. OHa MOHMMAIa, YTO I0Yb HE XOYET BEPUTH B TO, UTO
XAMEPBI HACTOJIBKO BEPOJIOMHBI M OTIACHBI.

— Ha, Hapu. Ee 1 Bcex ocTajbHBIX HAIIMX CIYyT YOWJIM XHMMEphI 0Ma Xapocc — MPaBsIIero
J0Ma, — TepreIrMBO TOBTOPHJIA OHA TO, YTO TOBOPHWIIA yXke AECATKU pa3. — W uynom He yomnm Hac
BceX. MBI JKHBBI TOJIBKO Onarofapsi Tebe, Most IeBOUKA.

Maprapura yiabIOHyIach, PUKOCHYNIACh MajblieM, BHIMAa3aHHBIM B MyKe, K Hocy Hapu, a Ta
HaKOHeI| paccMesiyiach OECTIevHO U paIoCTHO, Kak B feTcTBe. M TyT ke 00e Hauaim cpakeHue, mpe-
Bpallasi KyXHIO B 3aCHEKEHHBII OaCTHOH, BOT TOJIKO BMECTO CHera Obula MyKa.

OHHM XOXOTaJIM ¥ OTPSIXMBAJIHCH, KOT/Ia HA JIECTHHILIE Pa3/IajIuCh IIard, a Yepe3 CeKyHIy B Mpo-
eMe JIBEpH MOSIBUIICS MOJIONON YEPHOBOJIOCHI MykunHa. OH MOCMOTpENT Ha ABYX IOHBIX JEBYIIEK,
KOTOpbIE, TT0 MHEHHUIO HECBEYIIEro 4ejaoBeKa, MOIJIM TOKa3aThCsl POBECHUIIAMH, U B €0 TEMHBIX
71a3aX CBEPKHYJIH JIyYUCThIE UCKPBI.

— Mowu neBouku! — Ckatirapn Heopa moriesioBan skeHy B Kpaerek ryd, Hapu B MakyIiky, a
MOTOM, 3a4epITHYB MYKH, BBIBEJI Ha ITIeKe JI0UepH Oeylo MONOCKY. BhIIisAAen OH mpy 3TOM J0BOJIb-
HBIM, CJIOBHO HAITIKOJWBIIINI MaJIbUMIIIKA.
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— Hy, nana!

— JIpakoHbl KOBapHbI, MOSI PaJIOCTh!

— U eme kak! — cornacunace Hapu, ycTpouB oTily My4YHOH CHEromna.

[Nocne Bce Tpoe UM B3Bap ¢ MeYeHbeM, KOTOpPOe HEMHOT'O ITPUTOPEio, HO, 1o cioBaM Ckas,
MOYTH HE OTIMYAJIOCh OT TOTO, YTO KOrJa-To Mekja ['BeH.

Hapwu BHOBB czienasiack MonmuanuBa. Pogureny neperisinyuck, u Ckaii ckazat:

— lNopormmHKa, eciu 3a rof Thl He MPUBSIKENILCS K PUHILY ApeHy, TO, IOBEPb, 51 HAly Croco0
pasopBaThb JI0TOBOP.

— O, nama. .. — Hapu mprkanack K OTILy, YyBCTBYs, UTO €€ Cep/lle pa3pblBacTCsi OT JIOOBU U
npusHaTepHOCTH. OHa 3HaJIA: OTell He OOMaHEeT, MPUJIOKHT BCE YCUITHS, YTOOBI Opak He ObLIT 3aKJTIO-
YeH MPOTHB €€ BOJIM, HO TaKXe OHAa 3Hajla, KAaKUMH OeflaMH 3TO MOXkeT o0epHyThcs. Omnasa, THEB
KOpOJIsi, AaXe U3THAHMKE. . .

K Tomy ke He ToJbKO IpejicTosAIIee 3aMyXkKecTBO Mmyraiio ee. Hapu 6ositack, 4to Oosblie HUKO-
raa He yBuauT KeprHa. DTta MBICIb TaK CHIIBHO €€ My4MJIa, YTO OHa Tulakasia 1o Hovyam. JIlo6oBb He
CTaHOBWMJIACh ciadee, ropena B ee Cepille Tak ke sIpKOo, KaKk B TOT JIeHb, KOTJla OHa TOIIeI0oBaja ero.

[Mouienyii BmoOIeHHON XUuMephl. .. OHa OOJIbINe HUKOT/IA He CMOXKET ero 3a0bITh. A TIOMHUT JI
oH o Heil? CraHer JM aaTh y (pOHTaHa Ha LieHTpaibHOM Tuiomaau Cenuca B EpBbIi A€Hb MECAIIa,
Kak odeman?

ItoT AeHb npudnkacs, a Hapu 1o cux nop He nmpuaymaia, Kak OHa CyMeeT BBIPBAThCS U3~
TIOJ1 OTIEKH poIUTesIel, Kak OKaxkeTcsl B Mupe Josiei. [IpaBaa, koe-Kakoi Ij1aH y Hee ObLT, HO OYeHb
yX HeHajexxHbld. OHa kJaja MOAXOASIIEro MOMEHTa, YTOOB! PETBOPUTH €ro B JKU3Hb, a TOT BCE
HE HaCTymaJ.

— Hapu, yem Ham nopaioBath Tebs1? — cripocuiia Maprapura.

OHa BCTPEBOKEHHO CMOTpeJIa Ha J109b, KOTOpast IPUTHXJIA, TIOTPY3UBIINCH B CBOM HEBECEIIbIE
Mblciu. «Ceituac uiam HuKorga!» — periack Hapu.

— 4 6Bl XOTena HaBecTUTh 0aOymIKy U AenymKky B Opmuabix Kpbutbsix. f Tak JaBHO UX He
Byjiena. Jla 1 OHUM, HABEPHOE, COCKYUMITHCH !

Hapu omnyctuiia B3misi, Kak 1 MOJIOKEHO CKPOMHOM I0YEpU, CMUPEHHO OKUJAIONIeN pelieHust
ponuteneir. Eciim 6b1 Tombko Ckaii 1 Maprapurta MOIM 3arfisiHyTh B MbIcii Hapu, oHM Obl O4Y€Hb
YIAUBIJINCH, TTOTOMY YTO MX CKPOMHHIIA B TOT MOMEHT JIMXOPAJOYHO MPOCYUTHIBAJIA, CMOXKET JIN
BeIOpaThes n3 OpruHbiX KpblUibeB He3ameueHHOM, poneteTs 10 Cenmica, yBuaeTbes: ¢ Kepunom u
yCHeTh BEPHYTHCS IOMOH JI0 yTpa.

— He Buxy npuunH oTKa3piBaTh, — MATKO ckaszan Ckairapa. — U Tl cierait, Pu. Passeiitech
HEMHOTO!
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I'naBa 3

Jletetp permmiaM Hajlerke, Ha CBOMX KpbUIbsix. He ObUTO HMKaKOW HEOOXOAMMOCTH TaIllUTh C
co00ii BOpOX Bellei: Bce, YTO HYXKHO, KyIAT Ha mecte. Pon Heopn monb3oBasicst HeorpaHn4eHHbIM
KpenuToM B JioOoM OaHke. K ToMy ke 1ociie mpoIuibIX MOCEIeHr I poIoBOro 3aMKa ApHe TaM Xpa-
HWINCH TUIaThs, HEKOTOPBIE U3 HUX Jiean Hpopa Hajenm 1o pasy ¥ OCTaBWJIM, HAJIESICh, UTO Te elle
MIPUTOASITCSI.

Hapwu npocnynace nepsasi. BepHee, kak IpoCHy/Iach — OHa BCIO HOYb M HE COMKHYJIA IJ1a3, OKHU-
1asi, KOTJla pacCBETHBIE JTyUH BBICBETAT 30JI0TOM Kpaid 00JIakoB. BBIMOpXHYJIa B COHHYIO, BBICTBIBIIYIO
TOCTUHYIO, [JI€ CIIyTH €llie He YCIeJIu pa3kedb KaMHMH, He HaKpbUIM Ha crojl. Hapu He crana Hukoro
TPEBOXUTD — CIPATAIACH B KPECie, 3aBePHYBIINCH B TUIEN, U TIPUHSIIACH KIATh.

[NepBas yacTh TUIaHA YK€ MPETBOPSUIACh B JKU3Hb, HO OCYIIECTBUTH roder u3 OpnuHbix Kpsbl-
JbeB OyrieT ropaszio cioxkHee. Kak Obl ee He XBaTWIIMCh, KOTa OHA OyIIeT B IyTH, U He BepHy/i! Mama
MIBITAJIACh COXPAHSATH CIIOKOWCTBUE, HO Hapy mpekpacHO BHENa, YTO OT pa3roBOPOB MPO XUMeEp ee
MUJIasi MaMyJisl iepraetcs U 37auTcsl. Ee HeHaBUCTh HUKY/A He J1eJlach, OHa HUKOI/IA HE CTaHEeT JI0Be-
psTh cozaanusam, yousmmMm ['Ben. U xotss Maprapurta rotoBa Oblia 3allIUTUTh XUMEPY LIEHOW CBOEH
*ku3HU, Hapy noHnMaJia, 3To TOJbKO pajiv Hee: OHa Obl He BHIHECIA, €CIU Obl CTajla TPUIMHON CMEPTH
Kepuna.

— O yeMm 3agymanach, Most ieBouka? — ['oyioc nenymky paszgasics Haj yXOM Tak HEOXKHMJAHHO,
yro Hapu efiBa He MOANpPHIrHY/1a Ha MecTe.

— Henynsa! Tol MeHs uctyrasn! Tbl mouemMy BCTasl Tak paHO?

— Cobupatocy npoBoauth Bac B Opnunble Kpbutbs. — CTapblii ApakoH MOJIOXKKI JIAJOHb HA
TOJIOBY BHYYKH TaK OCTOPOKHO M OepeXHO, Kak eciy Obl Ta OblTa MJIQJICHIIEM ¥ OH MOT CJTy4YaiHO
HaBpequTh eil. — Ceifuac HeCTIOKOMHO y Bpar. Xouy yIoCcTOBEpUTHCS, UTO Th B OE30I1aCHOCTH.

— Jlena, Tak mama IOJICTHT. ..

— Manpuumka! — ¢eIpkHYNI crapmui Jiopn, 1 Hapy HEBOJIBHO XMXUKHY/NA: OEIyNsl yke
HECKOJIBKO JIET KaK OTOIIEN OT JeJ1, celyac uMeHHo CKairapsi MICTUHHBI ITpaBUTesb ropsl Heopn, HO
B IJIa3aX OTIIA OH MO-TIPEKHEMY MaJIbUHIIKA.

— Hena, y Bpar Bce cniokoitno! Ham Huvero He rpo3ur!

— Ha-na, quts! Tonbko XMMeps! ITHBIPSIOT Tya-Clofa, a OoJIblle HUKAKOW OMAacHOCTH HET, U4TO
ThI!

Hapwu B310xHyna, moHUMast, 9To nepeyoeIuThb CTapiiero jopaa He nomyuutcs. [locne Toro ciy-
yasi ¢ Kepunom oH cam He cBoii. Ero efiBa ynanock yBeputsh, uto Harnai Ha Hapu mumaammii ['napec, a
XHUMepa 3alUIall, pUCKys Ku3HbI0. Koe-kak coolma yoeauiy, HO CTapIivii JIOpH HEeT-HeT Jia CeTo-
BaJI, YTO XUMEpY OTITYCTHIIM ¢ MUpoM. Kaxercsi, OH BIoiHe ObLT COTTIaceH B 3TOM BOIpoce ¢ 3yJI0M
Bunapaom: xopomiast xumepa — MepTBasi XMMepa.

Tak u nomyumnock, uto B Opnunble Kpbiibs BbuleTenn BueTBepoM. Hapu omacamack, 4to
AeyIIKa OCTAHETCsl TIOTOCTUTh U 3aJIEPKUTCA 10 TeX TOp, MOKa He MPUIET BpeMs BO3BpAIaThCs
JOMO¥.

o nuiy crapiero jopaa, Korna oH HEJOBEPYMBO OCMATPUBaJl CTEHbI POJOBOTO 3aMKa ApHE,
MOYHO OBLIO TIPEATIOIOKUTh UMEHHO 3T0. CIIUIIIKOM TOHKHE CTeHBI U He 3a4apoBaHbl Marueii! Coumiii-
KOM MHOTO ciyr-mofeit! MoHO i Ha HUX nonarathesi? B 6e30macHOCTH /i 371€Ch €ro AparorieHHast
BHYyYKa?

Korga nenymika orBepnyscsi, Hapu ¢ Mob00# ocMoTperia Ha OTIa, HaJesiCh, YTO TOT POUYTET
B €€ Ila3ax MPHU3bIB O MOMOIIY. MaprapuTa Toxe oOepHyJIach Ha Myka ¢ HaJexa0u: opn Heopn u
Jopa ApHe TipeBpaniaim 000l pa3roBop B MUKUPOBKY — e otelr Ckairapyia OCTaHeTC s, TO OT/IBIX
OyzieT 6e3B03BPATHO UCTIOPYEH.
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Ckail ynplOHYJICSI KOHUMKaMU I'y0, e/1Ba 3aMeTHO KUBHYII: «Tak 1 ObITh, MOW JEBOUKHU, BHIPYUY
BaC».

— Orert, 51 OBl XOTEJ MOMPOCUTH TBOEH TIOMOIIH, — OOPATHIICS OH K CTapiieMy JIOPAY.

TOT yXe aBHO He CIIBIIIAJ OT ChIHA TIOJOOHBIX CJIOB M TPUOCAHUIICS, AaXe TOJIOC CTaJl CTPOXKE,
712 ¥ BECh BUJI TOBOPHJI O TOM, YTO OH BCEI/Ia 3HAJ: OAHAX/bI €r0 TIOMOIIb CHOBA MOHAJOOUTCS.

— Ha, cpiu?

— KoH(uKT Mexay MMKcM M THOMamM 3ailiesl Ha HOBBI BUTOK. Kaxercs, s ncuepnan Bce
BO3MOXHOCTHU UX YTUXOMUPUTD. ..

— Ckaid, ThI CJIMIIIKOM MSTKUH ¥ TIONATIUBBINA! — CTapIINi JIOPA cpa3y Oce/sIal CBOEro JIoOu-
MOT'O KOHBKA.

Maprapura u Hapu B3noxHynmu ¢ oOnerdyenmem: Xutpoctb Ckas yganachk. Yxe MpoIasch U,
1esTysi OTia B 1ieKy, Hapu nporenrana:

— JIoOmo Te6s1, mamyss. Tl aydrmii!

Ecmm 6b1 Ckaifrapy 3Haj1, KakoBa HCTUHHASI TPUYMHA pagoctu Hapu, To He3aMeyIuTenbHO Obl
BEPHYJI I0Yb MO 3AIIUTY CTEH 3aMKa. BCITyx OH 3TOro He roBOpuII, HO B JyIIie ObLT COTTIACEeH C OTIIOM:
xuMepaMm He MecTo B HebecHbIX YTecax, OT HUX JIy4llle JepKaThCsl MOJAbIe, KAKUMH Obl Onaro-
POOHBIMHA T€ HU Ka3aJIUCh.

A Hapu xoTesoch mpeIrath OT CUaCThsI: OHA cTajia Ha mmiar omike kK Kepuny. [lo Hauana 3mateHs
— TIEPBOTO JIETHETO MecsIa — OCTaJIoCh Tpy JTHA. M oHa 00s13aTebHO HAEeT croco0 BEIOpAThCS U3
JIOMa He3aMe4eHHO !

Maprapura u Hapu B mociennuii pa3 HaBemiaJm poaHbIX 3umMoi. Obemiany npuieTeTh ere
niepe] 1HeM poxaeHus Hapu, HO ena nmomeraiiu.

Maprapurta HIKOMY He CO3HaJlach Obl B TOM, UTO €l TIOMeIIaJid BOBCE He Jiesia, KOTOPBIX BCe
PaBHO HUKOT/IA He MepejieNiaTh, a HesKeJlaHie BO3BpalaTbest B poAHoi oM. C Kax 1M rojioM OHa BCe
siCHee TMIOHMMAJIA, YTO YyXKas 3/IeChb. XOTsI OTeIl 1 MaTh HEM3MEHHO OBbUIM PaJibl BUJCTh €€ U BHYUKY,
MHOTJIa OHA 3aMevalia Ha UX JIULAxX YTO-TO BPOjie OTTOpkeHusl. BOT y:ke BoceMHaIaTh JIET MPOIILIO C
TeX Mop, Kak MUP CHOBA CTaJl eAMHbIM. [lpakoHsl u apyrue Crapiive pachl HUKOTO OOJIbIlie He MOTIA
YAMBUTD, HO BpeMsl OT BpEMEHHM B IJ1a3zax poautesend Pu Buaena Bonpoc: «Kak Tak moiay4usiock, 4to
HAIlIA J0Yb U BHYYKa — APAKOHUIIBI ?»

B pasroBopax 3Ty MEKOTIMBYIO TeMY OOXOVITH CTOPOHOM. [lake HecMOTpsI Ha TO, UTO U BaJe-
pusi, u Katu Toxe BBIITUIA 3aMY>K 32 TOPHBIX JIOP/IOB U TENEPh BOCIIUTHIBAIN MAJIEHBKUX JTPAKOHOB.

— Ters Banepus He npueneT noroctuTh ¢ MasibiiiioM? — cripocuia Hapu. — OH yxe, HaBepHoe,
coBceM OosbInoi! Ckopo HayuuTcs jieTath! Mbl HaBeIaau uX oceHblo, Toraa Buit ObUT KpoIieYHbIi
Y €/IBa yMeJl XOAUThb, a Ha KPBUIBIIIKAX ellle He AepKacs!

Banepus u Katu He Tak JaBHO CTaJIi MaMaMU: KPOBb IPAKOHOB JIOJITO B HUX HE TPOOYXKIaIach,
XOTs1 00€ BHIIIUIY 3aMyK 10 JTIoOBU. K cyacThio, BCce 3aKOHUMIIOCH OJIarornoayYHo. Y 00euX poauuch
MaJbuuKy. J[eBOUeK Mo-mpekHeMy pOXIaIoCh OUeHb Masio. MaprapuTa 3HaJla TOJILKO O TPeX IOHBIX
JPAKOHUIIAX, CTApIIe U3 KOTOPBIX UCMIOTHUIIOCH BCETO MSTh JieT. HeynuBUTENIbHO, UTO K ee 10uepu
cBaTaJics caM NMpUHIL: ceiiyac Hapu HacTosiiiee COKpoBHIIIe.

Hpyroi npuunHoi, noyemy Maprapurta Bce MeHbllle CTPEMHUIIACh B CBOE POIOBOE I'HE3/10, CTaJI0
BpeMs. BpeMsi, KOTOpoe MOKpBIBAJIO CEThI0 MOPIIMH JIMIIA POAUTENCH, crudano ux cruHbl. axe
Puan, koTopsIii ObLT Bcero Ha JiBa rofa crapiie Pu, BeImisiien Teneps kak ee otetl. Cama xe Mapra-
pUTa OCTaBajIach TAKOM ke I0HOM, KaK B TOT rOjl, KOT/Ia BHIIIUIA 3aMYK.

Puan npusen xeHy B oM, Korja kpoiike Hapu ucnomHmioch 1Ba roja. Arara, TOrjaa eie
COBCEM IOHasl JEBYIIKA, CITyCTS MATHAAIATh JIET pa3aoOperna, MoaypHeIa U ¢ KakIbM TOIoM Bce
MeHbITIe BBIHOCHJIA CBOIO 30710BKY. Jloub Aratel 1 Puana, naTHaauatuietHss bertu, 6paia nmpumep
C MaTepH: C TeTel pa3roBapuBajia CKBO3b 3yObl, a Hapu momnpocTy urHopupoBaa, aenas BUI, 4TO He
CJIBIIITUT €€ BOMPOCOB.
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Maprapura JaBHO CMUPWJIACh C TAKMM TOJIO)KEHUEM BeIllel U He MbITaach HUUero N3MEHHTh.
Ona noHuMmana, 4To Aratoi JBIMIKET 3aBUCTh K OJIAronoay4yHor pojactBeHHuUIle. OHa BUjena JUIIb
60rarcTBO, IOHOCTb U OecKOHeuHyIo 000Bb CKairapsa K cBoei xeHe u jouepu. A Maprapura HUKO-
I71a He HAIOMHUHANA, Yepe3 UTO el MPUIIIOCh MPONTH, YTOOBI MOTy4UTh BCE ITO.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa HaBellana POIUTeNield, a He Arary, u BIOJHE CIIOCOOHA Obljla BHIHECTH
HECKOJIbKO COBMECTHBIX YaCOB U JIBA KMCIIBIX JIAIA 32 CTOJIOM.

Bort u B 3T0T pa3 Arara u BeTTH BHIILIBUTH, CJIOBHO JABE I'PO30BbIE TYYKH, BCEM BHJOM MOKA3bI-
Bas, 4to Maprapura u Hapy He CIMIIKOM-TO KE€JIaHHBIE TOCTBH.

— Ma-am, — Hapu BApyr y3Haza Ha Ky3UHE OJHO U3 CBOMX ILJIaThEB, TO, YTO €l KYIWJIU KaK pa3
IJ1s1 J1eTa. Maprapura Toxe y3Hajla ero, Ho KauHyJla roJIOBOM M CKasla pyKy J0UYEepH IO CTOJIOM.

— Ilycrtp, — THXO cKa3asia oHa. — Kynum HOBOE, Kakoe 3ax04elib.

Hapu tombko B3moxHyna. OHa He MOHMMAana, ToYeMy ee Mama, camasi Joopasi M JdyrecHas,
JOJKHA TIOACTPANBATHCSA TIOJ] STUX HENPUATHBIX jmofed. Her, 6abymika u Aeayiika emie HU4ero u,
KakeTcsl, UICKpeHHe ee Jo0T. [la u a1 PuaH BrojiHe CHOCHBIM, 0COOEHHO KOra OfiuH, 0e3 cBoei
JKeHbl, MOoXoxkel Ha 0ouky. Ho ters Arara m Berru BbibBasM y Hapy 4yTh M He KelyJovHBIE
KOJIMKH.

— 3amyx erre He coOnpaelbcsi? — MepBbIM JIeJIOM TIOMHTEpecoBaiach bertu.

Kysuna BOuia ceGe B rojyioBy, YTO OHa MepBocTaTeliHas KpacoTka. He nHavye kak moTomy, 4to
HapsAJbl I0HOM Jiein ApHe 3aKa3blBalM B JIyYIUMX IIBEWHBIX Mactepckux Cenuca, a IpUYECKU e
Jenana city’)kaHka, KOTopylo 0OMaHOM U MOCYJIaMU MepeMaHIIN Y Asiii XaJbaopa, — y JIeBYIIKHU AeH-
CTBUTEJILHO OBbLIM 30J10ThIe pyKu. Hapwu, KoTopas moduia paciyiieHHbIe BOJIOCH U yIOOHbIE TIaThs,
Ka3aJlachb CBOEH JBOIOPOJHOI CECTPE MPOCTYILKOM.

Hapwu He cobuparnack HUUero pacckasbplBaTh BpeqHoi beTTu, 1a 1 Mama, OHa 3Hajia, TOXe Mpo-
MOJTYHT O TOM, KaK BCE CJIOKHO C/esanoch ceivac B ee xu3Hu. Ho 6alyiika He cMorsia yrepreTs. OHa
yXe ycriena rnoooImaTbCsi CO CTapIIUM JIOPAOM U TeTiepb, CHsisl PyMsIHIIEM, C TOPIOCTBIO ITPOM3HECA:

— Hamma Hapu ckopo craHer eHoi npuHua!

Bupno, 6a0yiike crajio oOMIHO 3a CBOKO MEPBYIO BHYYKY. Hapu ke rotoBa Obuia cropeTh co
creiia. OHa caMa He 3Haia Mo4YeMy, HO MPpY BOCIIOMUHAHUM O TOM, YTO MEX[y Hell U IpuHIeM Ape-
HOM 3aKJIIOUYEH JIOTOBOP U UTO uepes Tofl OHa 00s13aHa CTaTh €ro KEHOM, IeKU ee HAUMHAJIM TbLUIaTh,
a cepire KOJOTUThCs. BoBce He OT cyacTbsl, Kak MOKHO ObUIO Obl TOTYMaTh. MBICIIB O TOM, YTO OHA
Teriepb HEBECTa HaCJIeqHUKA, Iyraja ee.

[TpaBna, HOBOCTH O CKOpOM 3aMyxecTBe comna ¢ bertu Bcio crieck. OHa mompaunena, OypK-
Hyna: «[TocMotpum erre!» — 1 10 KoHIIa Bedepa Momdaia. A Hapu u paia Obiia 3TOMy — pa3sroBOpOB O
CBOEM Oy/yIIeM 3aMykecTBe OHa Obl He repeHecsa. XoTs 6adyIKa HaCTOWYHMBO IMbITAJIACh pa3y3HaTh
MOIPOOHOCTH CMOTPHH, M MaprapuTe MpUIIIoch HOOOeaTh, YTO MOCIe yKUHA OHa 00s13aTebHO BCe
paccKakeT efl HaeJquHe.

— Jloub MOKa He MPUBBIKJIA K MBICITH, YTO CKOPO CTAHET KEHON. DTH PasrOBOPhl PACCTPANBAIOT
ee, — ckazana Maprapura, 1 Hapu Obiia GnarogapHa Mame, 4To XOTsl Obl Ha BpeMsl y)KWHA OHa N30aB-
JieHa OT HeOOXOOMMOCTH BCIIOMUHATH O KOpOJie U ApeHe.

A nocne yxuna Hapu, n3BUHUBIINCH, yOekaa B CBOIO CITAJIBHIO — OBIBINYIO JeTCKyl0 Mapra-
puthl. OHa XOTesa He CTOJIBKO MOOBITh B OIMHOUECTBE, CKOJIBKO IIPOBEPUTD, IJIOTHO JIM 3aKPHIBAIOTCS
OKHA M TIOJIyYHTCS JIM OTKPBITh MX camoil. CrajibHsl HaXOAMJIach Ha BTOPOM 3TaXe, HO I0HYIO IPaKo-
HUILY 3TO He IMyrajo: MycTh XOTh HAa KPBIIIE, Jaxke yIoOHee B3JIeTaTh.

Ei1 moBe3J10: OKHO 0Ka3aJIoCh He 3aKOJIOUEHO, TOJIbKO HEMHOTO paccoxJioch 3a 3umy. Hapu pac-
MaxHyJ1a CTBOPKH, BITyCKasi B KOMHATY CBEKMI BO3/yX, HAIOEHHBIN apoMaToM 11BeTOB. Beuepom Bce
I[BETHI ¥ TPABbl HAUMHAIM OJIaroyxaTh Tak CHJIBHO, YTO OT MX 3arlaxa HEMHOTO KpyXuiach royiosa. Ha
TUIATO BO3AYX OBbLIT YACTBIM, CJIOBHO BOJIa B TOPHOM pydbe. A B MUpe JIIoiel Bce ObUIO Takoe maxyuee,
Takoe... Hapu monro He mornia nogo6path nogxoasiero ciosa. Takoe xuBoe!
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OHa BBICYHYJIaCh B OKHO, HAKJIOHWJIACh, TIOYTH CBECHJIACh C TIOJIOKOHHMKA, HAOMpast TIOJTHbIE
JIETKUE 9TOTO YAUBHUTEILHOTO Bo3ayxa. Cepiie TeCHIIO CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOMY He ObLIIO 00b-
sicHeHusi. PaocTh OT TOro, 4to Bce 3ajJyMaHHOE WJIET IO TUlaHy. BoHeHue mepen mpeacTosmiei
JOpOror — yXe TMOC/Ie3aBTpa OHA IIArHET BHU3 C OKHA, B3MOET B BeuepHee HEOO M OTIPABUTCS
B Cemuc. CoBcem ona! Hapu eiie HUKorga He Jjietana OfHA, BCErja TOJbKO C POIUTENISIMU WU
nenymikoi. [TpeaBKyIIieHre BCTpedr ¢ TeM, KTO IIPOYHO oOocHOBasics B aymie! U ctpax, HacTosAmii
y’ac OT MbIC/IY, YTO OH He Npuer!

— Hapu, 1odeHbKa, Tl He CIIUIIb? — pa3aajics y JBEpyd MaMUH TOJIOC.

Hapu B3aporHysa, TOYHO ee 3aCTUIIIM Ha MecCTe MPECTYIUICHUs], HO TYT ke MpHuKa3ana cede
YCTIOKOUTHCSI: HUYETO IJIOXOTO OHA MOKa He COBEPIIIMIIA.

— Her, mama! 3axonu!

Maprapura npuiinia moxesnars g00poi Hour, Ho Hapu joraganack mo ee Jiiry, 4To Mama He
MIPOCTO TaK KeJlayia ee BUICTb.

— Hy, roBopwu yxe, — ynpiOHy1ach oHa. — 51 Besib Te0s1 3Hato! Thl UTO-TO XOUelb MHE CKa3aTh!

Pu B3si1a 104k 32 pyKy, MOMIaIMIA TIO BOJIOCAM, CIIOBHO Ta CHOBA CTajla MaJIeHbKOW HECMBIIII-
JIEHOU IEBOYKOM:

— JloyeHbKa, eciiv Thl 3alyMajia BCTPETUTHCS C HUM. ..

«C Hum!» OHa Tak 3TO MPOU3HECIIA, UTO HE OCTABAJIOCh HUKAKUX COMHEHUM, O KOM UJIET peyb
— o Kepune. Hapu 3amepina. Ha cexkyHay eil mokasajioch, YTo MaMa pacKkycuja ee IjiaH.

— O6ermmaii MHe He Aesath 3toro, Hapu! OH criac TBOIO ’K13HB, & MBI CIIAaciv ero. Bel B pacuere.
JIpakoHBI U XMMEpPHI — [IBA Pa3HBIX MUPA, KOTOPHIM JIydllle He TepeceKaThcs. Thl TIOKa He OHUMA-
emb. .. [Ipocto moBeps MHe! TBOII Mama paccMmesuics, Koraa s MoBeJajla eMy O CBOMX OIAaCeHHSIX.
Ckazan: «/Ipakon u xumepa? Takoro gaxe B cka3zkax He ciiydasioch!» Ho s-To Bujena, Kak Tbl CMOT-
pena Ha Hero! Tel Hagesack. .. Ob6emiail MHe, Hapu, 4To Thl He TIOJIETHUIIL K HEMY !

— O6emar. .. — npormenTtana Hapu. — Koneuno, mama. ..

VYcnokoenHass MaprapuTa moriesioBajia J09b B BUCOK U YIILIa, TIoxkeNaB ToOpbix cHOB. A Hapu
JOJITO CHJeNia Ha TIOCTeNU, CKABIIMCh B KoMouek. OHa oOmanyna Mamy. OHa He coOupasiach ciep-
KHUBaTh CBOE OOCIIaHue.
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I'naBa 4

Bech cnenyronmii nens Hapu meiTanmack m3oOpakarh 0e33a00THYIO IEBYIIKY. YIpOCHIa
0a0yIIKy TMOKa3aTh IIBETHI, PACIyCTUBINWECS B caay, U Jefajia 3auHTepeCcCOBaHHbBIA BHJ, KOTAa
AeAyIIKa PACCKa3bIBAI O TOM, YTO TUIAHUPYET MPUCTPOUTH K AOMY KPBITYIO Teppacy. [laxke Heqoiro
nobonTana ¢ bertu, BeiCIyIana ee xajao0sl Ha TO, YTO POIUTENN HE YCTPAUBAIOT ITPUEMOB. A eCIH
HET MPHEMOB, TO HE MOSIBUTCS U KEHUXOB.

— Tebe xopomo! — Hagyna ryosl Ky3uHa. — K Tebe %eHUxu caMu B OYepellb BHICTPaUBAIOTCH,
XOTs B TeOe-T0 HMUero ocoOeHHOro HeT. 7Ku3Hb OueHb HeCclpaBeJINBO ycTpoeHa!

Hapwu He crasia roBOpUTH CeCTpe 0 TOM, YTO UHOTJA OT JKEHUXOB JIYYIIe AePXKaThCs MOAAIbIIIE.

Beuepowm, kak Obl Mexay pourM, Hapu mozcena kK MaMe U OCTOPOKHO CIPOCHIIA, MOXKET JIN
OHA PacCYMTHIBATH Ha HOBOE Tu1aThe. C mporwioro jieta B OpauHbIX KpbUibsx 0CcTaBaIOCh HECKOIBKO
Haps/I0B, OHU U TeNepb OTIIMYHO TIOCTYXMJIM Obl CBOEH X03slike, HO Hapu 3amernnia, 4To miiaths
HotreHble: bertu mocrapanack. Onex/p ObIJIO He kajKo, HO BIEpeau kaaia Berpeua ¢ Kepunow,
a Hapu yxe ycriena npeacTaBuTh, 4YTo BO3bMET C COOOM KpacuBOe IUIAThe, a MOCie epeoeHeTCs B
yKpoMHOM MecTe — B Cerrice MOJTHO MapKoB.

— 3aBTpa mMoxeM crnerath B Pope, — comtacuiack Maprapurta, Belb OHA cama Moodernana
Jouepy HOBBIM Hapsid. — Wnum 1wl Xouems nooparbes 1o Cemuca? Tpu yaca Ha KpbUIbSIX, a TIOTOM
CTOJIBKO K€ Hazal...

— Her-nert, MmoxxHO u B Pope! — ¢ roroBHOCTHIO yeTynuia Hapu. — Komy Hyxken stot Cenuc!

XO039MH eIMHCTBEHHOU MPUIMYHON IBEHHON MacTePCKOM 3TOro HEOOJBIIIOro TOpoKa, y3HaB,
41O miepen HUM Jienqu Hpopa, cam mocnenms o0CTyXUTh TOCTEH.

[Tpucen Ha KOPTOUKM PSAJOM C IOHOW HACJIEAHUIIEH, OTMepsisl [UMHY nofona. Hapu naxe cae-
JIaJIOCh HEJIOBKO: XO35IMH ObLT MOXUJIBIM TIOJTHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, K TOMY K€ CTPaJasl OJbIIIKOM.

— 51 MeHs YecTb IPUHUMATh Bac, I0Has Jienu! — OH Mpecek Bce nonbITku Hapu yoeauTs ero,
YTO NMPUMEPKa He Hy)KHa. — MBI COIlIbeM BaM HOBOE IUIaThe uepes TpH AHs1. OCcTaioch TOIBKO BHIOPATH
TKaHb.

— A MOXHO MHE TIOCMOTPETh YTO-TO U3 TOTOBOTO?

— M3 roTOoBOrO? — X035IMH TaK yAUBHWICS, YTO BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY, BIJISIABIBASICH B JIMLIO IEBYIIIKHU:
HE IIyTKa Ji1 3T0. — HO MBI comibeM o4eHb ObICTPO. .. S IMYHO 3TUM 3aliMyCh !

— Most 10Ub XOUeT MOCMOTPETh YTO-TO M3 FOTOBOTO, — MSITKO 0OopBasia ero Maprapura.

Jla, 0OBIYHO apUCTOKPAThI HE MOKYIAIN TOTOBbIE TUIATHS, 3TO CYMTAIIOCH YAEIOM ITPOCTHIX TOPO-
*kaH, Ho Y Hapu He ObUIO BpeMeHH K AaTb.

Ei1 moBe3sno. [Tnarke anoro 1gera, ¢ OTKPHITHIMY IUIEYaMH, C JTM(OM, YIUIOTHEHHBIM KOPCaKeM,
C MO0JIOM, KOTOPBIH JOCTUTJT CEPEMHBI IUKOIOTKH, CIIWJIM JUIs JoYepy HamecTHUKA Pope, HO OHa
M0 KaKUM-TO MPUYMHAM He cTasia 3a0uparh Hapsi. ArHape ke IJIaThe OKa3aJoCh BIIOPY W BBITOAHO
MOTYEPKUBAIIO €€ TOHKYIO TaJIMIO0, OTTEHSIIO €€ TEMHBIE BOJIOCH U OEITyI0 KOXKY.

[Tnatbe 3aBepHY/ M B XpycTsiryio Oymary, Hapu npukaia cBEpTOK K Ipyay U IOYyBCTBOBAJIA,
Kak TyJKO cTykHYyso cepaue. Ceroans! DTo ciryuutcst cerossi!

Homoii BepHyIuCh K 06eay. [Toce Tpane3st Hapu nipuHsiiach 3eBath, qeas BUJI, YTO YKACHO
ycrana. Eil HyxeH Obl1 OJIarOBUIHBINA MPEIOT ISl TOTO, YTOOBI YUTH B KOMHATY MOPaHbIIE U OTKa-
3aThCs OT yKHMHA. Bynb OHa OOBIYHOW JEBYIIKOM, MOXKHO ObUIO OBl M300pa3UTh TOJIOBHYIO OOJTb, HO
rOJIOBHast OOJIb Y IpaKOHA — JIeJI0 Hec/IbIXaHHoe. Mama Obl MepernosIomuIach, MPearnooKUB YTO-TO
CTpaIHoe Bpoje NpoKJATHs. [103TOMY OCTaBaoCh TOJBKO COCNIATHCS HA YCTAIOCTh.

— Mawma, 51 uto-TO BRIMOTasach cerofus. [loiiny k ceGe B KOMHaTYy.

Maprapura MpucTaibHO TOCMOTpENa Ha A0Yb.

— OtnoxHu B roctuHoM, ['opommHka. HUKTO He MOTpeBOXKUT TeOsl, — CKa3aia OHa.
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Maprapura He JoragsiBajiach, KOHEUHO, O 11aHe Hapu, HO MaTepuHCKoe cepaiie 1yBCTBOBAJIO
HenagHoe. Hapu 3akycuia ry0Oy, ctapasich HIUeM He BbIIATh OTUYasHUSI, YTO BCKOJIBIXHYJIOCH B AYIIE.
Ona paccumnTtana BpeMsi OUYeHb TOUYHO: BbuleTeTh B Celnc HafIo elle JO 3aX0/a COMHIIA, YTOOBI MpH-
OBITh Ha IJIONIA/(b HE CJMIIKOM Mo3/1HO. JleteTh Tpu yaca. Ecim ona onospaer, To Kepun yiiner, He
JOKIaBIIUCH ee. J1o cremymolei BCTpeun KAaTh ele Mecsll — Ielylo BedHocTb! Bee uto yromHo,
MOXET CITyYUTHCS 32 3TO BPEMSI.

Hapwu npucena Ha AuBaH, TMXOpPaJ0YHO MHITAsCh MPUAYMATh HOBBIH IJIaH, HO B TOJIOBE OBLIO
nycro. [Tomorna ciy4yaitHOCTb.

Bertu, BpenHast Ky3uHa, TUTIOXHYJIACh Ha AMBaH psiioM ¢ Hapu.

— 4 cnprmana, Tebe TuIaThe Kymum!

— Ja.

— Tak mokaspIBaii! — GecriepeMOHHO TIOTpeOoBaia OHa.

Hapu ynbiOHymachk npo cedsi, moHnMasi, nouemy beTtu 3amHTepecoBasiach MOKyNKou. Jlemu
Hropn Bepretcs B HeGecHble YTechl, a 0OHOBKa octaHetcs ei. [1ycts. ['maBHOe, uToOb1 KeprH x0T
Obl pa3 yBUJIEJ €€ B TOM ILIaThe.

Hapu He cTana cropuTh M CKOpPO BEpHYJIach B TOCTMHYIO B HOBOM Hapsje. [lokpyxunach u
nocMotpesa Ha beTTu, oxugas moxBajibl, HO Ky3WHa CHJeNa C EPEKOIIEHHBIM JIUIIOM.

— ®y-y, TeOe He uaeT! — MPOTsHyNIA OHa, Kayasi TOIOBOM, TOUYHO MbITAJIACh CKa3aTh: «AX, Oefl-
HSDKKa, BRIOpOCHJIa IeHbIM Ha BeTep!» — Thl Buiena ceou tieun? Kak y mpamopnoii cratym! Courii-
KoM OeJbie, BoT! U mokatbie! A rpyab! DTo ke MpocTo HEMPUIMYHO, KaK OHA BBIMpPAeT U3 Juda.

Ha cexynny Hapu omemmna. OHa He NMpUBBIKJIA K TaKoW HENpUKpbITON 37100e. Ky3uHa Bce
II0KaJ1a ¥ Kavyasia ToJI0BOM, TOuHO 00K Hapu siBisin co6oii yapydaroliee 3pesuiiie, 1 Ha MTHOBEHHUE
foHas iequ Heopn naske moBepmia, uto oOMaHysachk B BoiOope. M Bce ke Hapw, mycTh HavBHas U
JOBepumMBasi, Iypoi He OblIa. BeTTH mepeKocusio OT 3aBUCTH, a BOBCE HE OT COKAJICHUS.

Ho ceiiuac Hapu Obia gaxe OnarogapHa cecTpe 3a BpeIHOCTh, TIOTOMY UTO B TOJIOBE SIPKOW
3BE3[I0YKOH BCIIBIXHYJI HOBBIM TUIaH. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MMEET OHa MPaBoO OOMIETHCS XOTS Obl OUH
pa3 Ha Bbixoaku bertu!

— UYro ke, MycTh TaK... B M000M ciydae MOEro IjaThsl Thl He nomyuuinb! M y MeHs1 HeT Hu
MaJIEHIIIErO JKeJIaHnA BUOETH TeOs ceromus!

— Tak yxonu! — ppipkHyna BerTu, yaueieHHast HamopoMm O0OBIYHO MOKJIaarcToi Hapu.

— Cama yxomu!

— JleBouKH, He ccopbTech! — mozaza rojoc 6adyIika, 3arsapBas B TOCTUHYIO.

Crnenom 3a Hell B IpoeMe MOSIBUJIACh rojioBa AraThl.

— 310 nom Bertn, neBouka. He Tebe 31ech mpuka3biBaTh, — CyXO CKaszajia OHa.

A Hapwu eziBa He paccMestiach OT PaJOCTH: OHA kJajla UMEHHO TaKOW peakIvy OT HeToOUMOi
TETKH.

— JlagHo! — OHa BCKOYMJIa HA HOTH, U300paxkast Herogoanue. — [Ipekpacuo! 4 yiiay! Ho utoOst
HHUKTO HE CMeJT MeHs1 OECTIOKOUTH !

Hapwu 6pocunachk K ecTHUIE, YCIIEB 3aMETUTD JI0OBOJIBHOE JIUIIO KY3HHBI.

— IloueHbKa! — OKJIMKHY/Ia MaMa, KOTOpasi Kak pa3 CIycKaslach HaBCTpeuy. — YTo cryumiiocs?

— Huuero, mama! Cnpocu y Bertu! — kpuknyna Hapu Ha Gery.

PemmmTensHOCTH HE XBAaTUIIO, YTOOB OCTAHOBUTHCS U TTOCMOTPETh MaMe B ria3a. OHa erie HU
pasy B KU3HU TaKk OECCOBECTHO HE Bpasa.

— D70 HafIO ke ObLIO BOCHMTATH TAKOTO CTPONTUBOTO pedeHKa! — pa3aasicsi CBapiMBBIi rojioc
Ararsl.

Hapu He crana 3aaepxuBaThCsi, YTOOBI YCIIBIIIATh U3 YCT TETKU UCKAKEHHYIO BEPCHIO COOBITHI.
Kak BUXpb OHa TIpoHecIach 0 KOPUAOPY, IOPKHY/IA B KOMHATY U 3arepia JIBepb.

Kaxkoe-To Bpems cTosiyia, MpUkaB JIQJOHU K TPYIH, MHITasICh YCIIOKOUTH JIPOKb BO BCEM TeJeE.
Ona He Bepuiia, uTo Bee nomyumiock. Hy, moutu Bce. OcTanoch TONMBKO JOXAAThCS Beuepa, a mocie
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HE3aMEeTHO BBICKOJIB3HYTh M3 Joma. Ho rmaBHoe Obuio chenaHo! Termepb HUKTO HE YOMBUTCS, UTO
Hapwu 3anepnack B KOMHaTe 1 HE XO4YET pa3roBapyBaTh.

Bpems 1o Beuepa TsAHY/IOCH CIOBHO pe3nHoBoe. Hapu mbitasiach yuTaTh, HO KHUTH, KOTOPbIE
BCErJa BhIpyYaId ee, Ha 3TOT pa3 He nmomoranu. OHa mpepBaiach, KOrja MoHsIa, 4yTo Oe3AyMHO
MEPEeIMCTHIBAET CTPAHUILIBI M HE IOHMMAET B IPOYMTAHHOM HU CTPOYKH.

Bsnoxny:na, nocrana u3 syKa cToia rnepo, YepHuia, Oymary v Harucasia 3aimcKy Ha TOT CITy-
Yai, eclii ee ucue3HOBeHue oOHapyxat. Hapu BoBce He XoTena BoHOBaTh Mamy. OHa U He coOupa-
JIach Jiey1aTh HUYEro IJI0XOro.

Mawmyis, Bce xoporo! f BepHych o yTpo — yierena B Cenuc Jyisi TOro, YTo0bl YBUICTHCS
¢ Kepunowm. I1pomry, He BostHy#ics. Mbl BCTpeTUMCS TOJBKO Kak Apy3bs. [Iporynsemcs, morosopum,
U 51 BepHYyCh. [IpocTr, 4TO HE mpemynpeana: Thl Obl MEHs He OTITyCTHIIA.

Hapu nprikocHy1ach ry6amu K JIMCTKY, CJIOBHO 1eJIoBajla MaMy. YOpasia UcbMO B KHUTY, KOTO-
PYIO OCTaBWJIa Ha CTOJIE: €CJIU €€ CTAHYT UCKAaTh, TO MEPBBIM JIEJIOM OOBIIIYT KOMHATY U 00513aTe/IbHO
OOHapyXar 3aIucKy.

[Morom Hapu akkypaTHO ClioKuIIa IJIaThe U CIIpsATAJIa ero B MOJOTHSIHYIO CYMKY: Koraa ooep-
HETCsl — CMOXKET HecTu ee B 3y0ax. Tyma ke nonoxuia Tyduu-nogodyku. OHa mpecTaBuia, Kak 3T0
OyIeT BHIISIIETh CO CTOPOHBI — IPAKOHMIIA, JIETAINAs Ha CBUJIAHUE C CyMKOH BO PTY, — M pACCMeEs1Iach.

IMToka oHa coOupasack, COHIIC 32 OKHOM CTaJIO KJIOHUThCS K 3aKary. Hapu oTKpbLia OKHO U
BBIIIsIHYJIA B caJl. OOBIYHO B 3TO BpeMsl CEMbsl yKe 3aKaHUMBaJa YKMHATh, & TIOCJIe Tparie3bl pacrio-
Jlarajiach B TOCTHHOM, 4TOOBI CKOPOTATh BPEMsI 32 pa3roBopaMu. 3aBe/ICHHBII TOPSJIOK ellle HU pa3y
He Hapymascs, 1 Hapu Haziesinach, 4to cyMeeT BBICKOJIb3HYTh He3aMEeUEeHHON.

U Bce xe oHa He TOPOMUJIACH, IPUCTYIIMBASICH, HET JIU MOOIU30CTH CIIyr. Ecim yBuasT, 4to
1oHast Jiein Hpopn oTripaBuiiachk noseTrats 0e3 pa3pelieHus, TyT ke JA0I0kaT Mame!

Ho non okHamu 1 B Kopuaope Obuto Trx0. CyapOa cerofHsi sBHO Ha ctopone Hapw.

W BoT oHa permiack. Berana Ha MONOKOHHUK, pacKUHY/IA PYKH, CKajla KyJIaKd U IarHynia
BHU3.

A MrHOBEHHE CITyCTsSI B CHEe BedepHee HeOO B3MbLIa JJPaKOHUIIA JIA30PEBOIo IBETA.
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I'naBa 5

Hapwu u30 Bcex cun Toponmiack B ctonuily. Tpr yaca jieta MOXKET BblIEpKaTh JIIOOOH JPaKoH,
HO I0HAsI IPAKOHUIIA COBCEM ceOsl 3arHaa, He TIO3BOJISAsI M HECKOJIBKMX MUHYT OTJbIXa, KOT/Ia MOKHO
IJIaHUPOBATh B BOCXOASAIIMX IMOTOKAaX BO3/1yXa.

[ostomy, korma Hapu rumoxHynach Ha KMBOT B KaKOM-TO HEOOJIBIIIOM TapKe Ha OKpauHe
Cenuca, pyku ee TpSICJHCh TakK, YTO C TPYIOM YIEPKUBAIU CYMKY.

— Mama, TaM JpakOHUYMK! — KPUKHYJ KaKOi-TO MaJjbiil. OH NporyJuBaics ¢ pOIUTEIsIMU IO
ajuiee, korga 3amerua Hapu.

Hapu npuBeTmBo ynelOHyIach ¥ momMaxaja pyKou.

— HekpacrBo mokasbIBaTh NajibllaMi HA APAKOHOB, — MOXKasa ryObl MOJoast KeHIMHA. — A
TO MOTYT U YKYCHUTb!

Hapu onyctuna B3rsaa. I[locie Toro kak neyatv Obutd pa3OMTHI U ABa MUPA CHOBA COETUHU-
JIUCh, JIOIY PA3AEIINCh Ha /1Ba Jlarepst. MEeHBbITMHCTBO MPUHSIIA U3MEHEHHU ST M TOTOBBI ObUTH KUTD B
COIVIaCHHU C JpakoHamu U ApyruMu CrapimyMu Haporamu. BosbIIMHCTBO SIBHO MJTM CKPBITO HEHABU-
)T TOPHBIX JIOPAOB M MX TOJJITAaHHBIX, He JoBepsuin uM. Ertie He ckopo 3a0yaeTcs 3710, IpUYMHEHHOE
JOJSIM, U OOpeUeHHBIE HA CMEPTh JIEBYIIKH.

Hapu oOpanoBanach, 4To Tak MpegyCMOTPUTENIBHO 3aXBaTWiia C COOOH IJIaThe: MarunvecKuil
TUIAII TYT ke Bbiiasi Obl B Hell skutenbHUIly HeGecHbix YTecoB. OHa cnpsitaach ¥ niepeonesach, a
rocJie BRIOpasiach Ha IOPOTy, YTO BeJia K LIEHTPy ropoza.

Hano Toponutecsa! Vike coBceM creMHeNno — JeHb 3aKaHYMBAJICS, BOT-BOT HACTYIUT HOYb.
HewussectHo, kak nonro Kepun craner ee :xkaats. Hapu Hagesnach, 4to oH gorajaercs, Kak HelmpocTo
el BRIOpaThCsl U3 IOMA, U 33/IEPKUTCS TIOJOJBIIIE.

ITo ynuiam BeuepHero Cenuca roHast Jequ Hbop mouTtn 6eskana. XoTs B MPOILIOM oy, KOoria
OHH C Iarow mpuieTaiy B cronuily, Hapu, Torna eme cBoOonHast v OecrieuHast, 3acTbiBajia Ha KakI0M
Iiary, ¢ JI0OOMBITCTBOM pasriisijbiBas Mup moaei. Ee BonmHoBano u Oynopaxuio OyKBaJbHO BCe:
YAVBUTEJIbHBIE IOMA, YTO CTOSUIM TaK IUIOTHO JAPYT K JPYry; 'YCTOW apoMaT rOTOBSLIEWCS IPSMO Ha
y/uue eapl — oT Hero y Hapu cie3much m1a3a u yecaiicsi HOC; JIIOM B CTPAHHOM OfIEKE.

Ho ceituac Hapu 6b110 He 10 qukoBrHOK Cenuca, OHa TOPOMUJIACh Ha LIEHTPAJIbHYIO TUIOIIA b,
K miaBHOMY (poHTaHy. VIMEeHHO 37ech MO BeuepaM COOMPATIHCH JIIOH, YTOOBI MOTYJIATh, OTBEIATh
KPEH/IEJIbKOB, 3aCaXapeHHBIX OPEUIKOB U JIPYTrUX CNaJ0CTel, YTO MpogaBaiu ¢ JOoTKoB. [lapHu 3Ha-
KOMWJIUCH C AeByIIKaMu. [lapouku oOHMMAaTUCh, CUISl IPSMO HAa KaMEHHBIX CTYMEHSIX, BEIyIIHUX
K [IBopiy mpaBocyausi. Becenble KOMIaHUM KpUKamMy TIOA0AIPUBAIN YIUYHBIX apTUCTOB, JAIOIIAX
IIpeCTaBJIeHUE.

[Tnomans Oypiuia, Kuriena, Xujia cBoei ku3Hpio. Ho poHTan 31eck Tonbko oauH — eci Kepun
nputes, Hapu ero o0s3aTebHO HaiieT.

Hapwu HeHagonro ocraHoBMIIACh, YTOOBI BBIPOBHSATH JibiXxaHue. Hexopormo, eciu Kepun yBuaur,
KaK OHa 3arlblXajiach, TOPOISICh HA BCTPEUY C HUM.

Kpyrblii ponTan 3aHMMan cepeauny riomany. [1o yersipem cropoHaM OT HEro ropesiu ra3o-
Bble (poHapu. CTpyu BoIbI OMITH BBEPX, MepIiasi B sHTApHOM cBeTe. OHM OKaThIBAJIM OpbI3raMy MOJIO-
OBIX JIIOJIEH 1 IEBYIIIEK, YTO CHJEM Ha rapareTe, HO MX 3TO HUCKOJIBKO He CMYIIAjio, Ha0O00poT, TO
Tam, TO 3[€Ch CIbIIIAIUCH B3PbIBBI CMEXA.

Jlioneit Ha TuTOAAM U PAIOM ¢ (DOHTAHOM OBLJIO CTOJIBKO, uTO Hapu pactepsinach: momyduTcs
JI1 B 3TOH ToJIe oThickaTh KepruHa? A Beab OHa BOBce HEe cOOMpasiaCh METAThCs, BBIIJISABIBAS €T0.
XoTesa HeMpUHY A IEHHO MTPOTy/IMBaThCs HEMOJANIEKY — ITyCTh caM K Hell opoiiner. Ho, BunHo, npu-
JETCs1 YMEPUTb I'OPOCTb.

58



A. C. IlnarynoBa. «Cepaie Xxumepbi»

Hapwu niporimack o noposxke, orubaorieit hoHTaH, Opocast ObICTphIe B3MJIAIbI HA JTIOAEH, CHIs-
KX Ha naparete. Mosozpie Becesble Juiia — AeBYIIKH U TAPHU, TAPOYKU ¥ KOMITaHUU Apy3ei. 3ame-
THB TEMHOBOJIOCBIX MY>KuiH, Hapu HeHa10/1ro 3acThIBasia, HO KXk Iblid pa3 9T OKkasbiBasics He KepuH.

Bor 1oHOImIA cruiics B morenye ¢ JII0OMMOi — OH OOHSUI ee 3a TaJIMio, a OHA JOBEPUMBO I10/1a-
Jach HaBCTpeuy. BoT 1Boe MastbuMIniek OaTyloTcs, TOJKAIOT APYT Ipyra, ¥ OAWH U3 HUX CPbIBAETCS C
riaparieta B IpoXJIaIHyIo BOIY, HO Cpa3y BCKaKMBAeT, X0X04a. BOT KpacaBuuK B OKpYKEHHHU JEBYIIIEK
BECEJIUT MX HIyTKAMU TaK, 4TO Te 3TMBAIOTCS cMexoM. KepuHa HerT.

Hapu cpenana Tpu Kpyra, ¥ ¢ KaXJbIM [IIarOM paJJOCTHOE BOOIYIIIEBJIEHHE OCcTaBsiIo ee. [Ipen-
BKYIIIEHHE BCTpeur pa3Besuioch. OHa BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK HOIOT IOCIIE JOJITOTO MOJIeTa PyKH,
Kak ryast Horu. [Touemy sxe oH He mpuien? WMnu npuxoaui, HO He noxaaincs? Wi pemm, 4to
COBEPIIIJI OIIMOKY, TPUIJIACUB HA BCTPEUY JPAKOHUILY?

OtBeToB Ha 3TH Borpockl Hapu ysxe Hukoraa He y3HaeT. OHa ycTasio rpucesia Ha mapanet (poH-
TaHa, YyBCTBYs ceOsl paCTepsSIHHOM 1 HeCUacTHOM. Tak rOTOBMIIACh, TOPOIMIIACH, HECHIA TO Ay pallKkoe
rarbe! 3aBTpa ke Ha/I0 OTaaTh ero berru. ..

Hapwu B3n0XHYya 1 3aKphLjia JIMIO PyKamMH.

— Ckyyaere, neBynika? — pa3jiajics Haj yXoM MPUATHBINA OapUTOH.

Hapwu ¢ Hazexx 101 BCKMHYJIa TOJIOBY, HO TYT K€ pa304apOBaHHO HaxMypuiachk. Han Held BO3-
BBIIIAJICS] TOT CAMbIi YEPHOBOJIOCHIN KpacaBUMK, KOTOPBIH TOJIBKO YTO Becesnu aeByiek. EMy mano?
3axoren u Hapu 3anony4uTh B CBOI0 KOMITAHUIO?

— Pa3pnekaiocs! — s13BUTENBHO (PBIPKHYIIA OHA. — Tak YTO B BaleM oOIIECTBE s TOUHO HE HYX-
Ja1och !

Ona Hazesach, YTO HACTBHIPHBIA KpacaBYMK TOCJE HEMIOOE3HOrO MpueMa pPacTBOPUTCS B
CyMepKax, HO TOT OKa3aJICsl KPEeMKUM OpelkoM. Bmecto Toro utoOsl octaButh Hapy B mokoe, oH
MIpUCE PSJIOM, M TaK OJM3KO, YTO JIaXKe HEJIOBKO KOCHYJICS JIAJIOHBIO €€ OOHAKEHHOTO TpeIIlieybs..
Hapu 3ammnesna ckBo3b 3yObl, ejBa He CKaB Ky/laku. IHCTUHKT JIpakoHa TpeOoBal HEMeJIEHHO CMe-
HUTb UTIOCTach, HO Jiean Heopa B3siia ceOst B pyKH — CIIPaBUTCS C HAXaJIOM M €3 3TUX KpallHUX Mep.

— OTonBUHBTECH!

Harner xe u He mogymas nociymarbes. bonee Toro, ocTopokHo KocHyJIcs ondopoaka Hapw,
3acTaBiisAsl ee MoAHATH royioBy. OHa AepHysiach ObUIO, BBIPHIBASCH, BIEMUIACH B €TO MaJbIbl, HO TYT
e axHyJa, YyBCTBYs, KaK KPOBb OPOCHJIIACH B JIUIIO.

VY KkpacaBumka ObUTH 171232 XuMepbl. CHSIONINE TPABSHOMN 3€JICHbI0, MEPIAIOIINe B TEMHOTE.

— K-kepun? — Beiioxnyna Hapu, He 3Has, uto u gymars. I[lepen Heit TouHo xumepa, Ho Kepun
m?

— Ha, Hapu. 9710 1.

On yneiOHysIcs, Ho Hapu otonsuHynack. Yyxkoe aurio, dyxoit royoc. K yemy atot mackapan?
B rpyau BIpyr caenanoch mycto M TOCKJIMBO.

— CMOTpIO, TH OTIIMYHO MTPOBOIUIIL BpeMsi!

Ona yka3zasia nonoopoKOM Ha CTalKy JIeBYIIeK, KOTOpble He CBOAW/IHM a3 ¢ Kepuna, oxupnas,
KOTJ]a OH BEpHETCS.

— Hapu, 4. ..

Ona KauHyJ1a TOJOBOM, PE3KO MOAHSIACH M OTHPABIJIACH K MIPOYJIKY MEXAY JOMaMH. 3aueM
TOJIbKO TipujieTesna, rynas? Yero xnana?

OH forHan ee, He ycresa OHa MIPOWUTH U MSATH IaroB. MArko B3I 3a 3aIsCThbe:

— Hapwu, nporny, He yxoau Tax. ..

to ObLI ero rojoc. PomHOM rosoc, KOTOPhI OHa MHOT/A CIIbIIIIAA BO CHE. 3aMepiia, He B CHJIax
IBUHYTHCS Jauibine. Ero pyka, 4to HeXXHO cxkrMaia 3amsctbe, 00naiana OoJblel CHION, YeM caMmble
TOJICTHIE TIeTI ¥ KaHauTel. Hapu ormsiHysiack, He CrocoOHast COBJIaJaTh ¢ COOOM.

Kepun BepHyn cebe cBoil UCTMHHBINA 00MMK. OH HUUYTh He u3MeHwiIcs. [lokaszanoch naxe,
OyIITO OHM pacCTAIMCh MUHYTY Ha3a/l. Ero Mo ¢ HenpaBWIbHBIMU YepTaMu He ToTepsiio 1uist Hapu
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CBOEH MpUTATaTeIbHOCTH. Y yrosku ryd Bce Tak ke MPUIOAHUMAIIMCH B HAXAIBHOU, UyTh SI3BUTEIIb-
HOM yJIbIOKE.

— Xumepwuina! — BeioxHyna Hapu, Bee erre oOwmkasich. — Eciu Obl s He TipuIiuia, yBes Obl OIHY
U3 3TUX KPacoToK ¢ coboii? U 3aueM HyXHO ObUIO MeHSTh 00MMK? JlymMaerib, HeJOCTAaTOYHO XOPOII
1St MeHs1?

Kepun Herpomko paccmesticsi, Oyato Hapu HeoxnaaHHO ckasaja 4To-To 3a0aBHOE.

— Jla BBl peBHMBHIIA, MaJIeHbKas1 Jiequ Hbopa. S He Mor npuiiT K (pOHTaHy B CBOEM UCTHHHOM
oomuke. [Toromy uro... Pacckaxy mozxe. A eBymku. .. BosamoxHo, B HeOecHbIx YTecax nonaraercst
MIPOTOHSATH JIEBYIIEK, KOTOPBIE PEIIMIIN COCTABUThH OOIIECTBO MOJIONOMY YeJIOBEKY, HO B MUPE JIIOZIeH
3TO He MPUHSTO.

OH 3aMoT4aIT ¥ KOCHYJICS €€ BOJIOC MAMOJIETHBIM, OEpEeKHBIM TOLETyeM.

— Kak xe 51 pan Bunets 1eds!

BuyTtpn Hapu nomHsinach Teruiasi BoJHa, KOTOpasi pacTBOpriia 0e3 ocTaTka 3710CTh U HeJIOB-
KocTb. Ha cmMeHy um mipuiinia pagoctsh — Bee nonyumwinock! Ona B Cenuce. U BoT oH, Kepun, crout
PSIIOM U IGPXKHT €€ 32 PYKY.

Ei1 cronmbko Bcero HykHO ObUTO ckaszath! U o ctonbkoMm cripocutsb! U 1a — eit Ob1I0 MaJio 3T0ro
ObICTpOrO, Ipykeckoro norenys. Ho Ha Gosbliee Heib3s PacCUMTHIBATS.

— MbI BUIMMCS TOJIBKO Kak Jpy3bsi! — TOPOIUIMBO 3arOBOPHJIA OHA, YTOOBI Cpa3y pacCTaBUTh
BCE TOUKM HaJl «i». — 5l He Mory noasectu ponutenen! S gana cornacue BcTpedarbesi ¢ APEHOM. ..
N xopos. ..

Hapwu 3ag0xHys1ach OT NEpenoHUBIIMX ee YyBCTB. YMoJsiolie nmocMorpena Ha Kepuna, Haze-
sICh, UTO OH MOWMET Bce Oe3 JMIIHUX coB. Kak 3armyTaHHO U CTPaHHO BCe CENANIOCh B €€ JKU3HM.
Onnako ce0s1 Hapy He xoTesna 0OMaHbIBaTh — OHA CIIEIIWIa He Ha IpyKeCcKylo BcTpeuy. .. Ho Hemb3s!
Hukak Henb3st HO3BONMTH ceOe MHBIX UyBCTB!

— 4 nonumaro, sieqn Heopa, — msarko ckaszan KepuH. — f OMHIO, 4TO 3TO HE CBUJAHUE.

OH ynbIOHYJICS, HE CBOASI C Hee I71a3, OyATO XOTes BCIO LIEIMKOM BMECTHTh B CBOW B3IV,
HAIUTHCS €10 A0chITa. M Takum BeernoromanommM ObUT 3TOT B3I, uTo Hapy norynuiack, noHu-
Masi, YTO MPOCTO APYKEeCKast BCTpeya HeJIeTKO JTaCTCSl UM OOOHM.

— A eme 51 o0eman yrocTuTh TeOs1 BKYCHBIMH PEOpBIIIKaMU, — HATIOMHIJI OH, M YK€ HUYEro B
rojioce He BBIIABAJIO €r0 MCTUHHBIX YyBCTB, Pa3Be YTO HEOOJIbIIAs XPUIIOTIIA.

— 4 noka He ronoana, Kepun.

— XopoI1o, Toraa MpecTaBUM, YTO Th MOSI TOCTbsI, TIPHJIETEBIIIAasi HABECTUTD. .. M-M-M. .. JIBO-
foponHoro asoniky! I[Tokazats Tede ropomn, Most Joporasi IieMsiHHHLA ?

Hapu ¢ obneryennem yabIOHyIaCh, PaaysCh TOMY, YTO HEJIOBKasi CEKyHJa MUHOBAJIA:

— Ja, noxanyicra!

Kepun npenoxut onepeTses Ha ero pyKy, 1 Hapu nmonoxwia nagoHs Ha crud ero JIoKTs. OHu
MOKMHYJIM TUIOIIAb U OKYHYJIMCh B THIIHMHY YJIUII, TIEPEXOAAIINX B y3KHe MPOyaKu. YeM nasbiie
OTXOIWJIM OT LIEHTPa, TeM PeXke BCTPEUaIUCh MPOXOKUe. Tak MpUATHO ObUIO MPOCTO MATU PSAAOM,
pasroBapuBaTh HU O YeM, pasIIsiIbiBasi HEOOBIYHBIE 3[IaHMsI, U CITyIIATh UHTEPECHbIE NCTOPUH, CBSI-
3aHHbIE C TOPOJIOM.

— B 3TOM /1I0ME KW apXUTEKTOP, KOTOPBIN CIIPOEKTUPOBAI JBOpEL, — pacckasbiBai Kepun. —
JIBopelr He OTJIMYAeTCsl HEOOBIYHBIM CTHJIEM, HO TOJIBKO MOCMOTPH Ha 3TO CTPOEHHE — HU OJIHOTO
npsiMoro yrial

— 41 6pu1a BO BOpIIE, — cKa3ana Hapu, moOysick JoMoM apxuTeKTopa. — BOT TosbKo 51 Oblia
COBCEM MaJICHbKOI M HUYETro He MOMHIO.

— 3Haro, 4to OblIa, — oto3Basicsa Kepun. — Heynepxkumas e Heopn, rpo3a xumep.

OH mryTmi, Ho Hapu Bce paBHO OIIyTHIIA B €r0 rojioce HOTKH coxalieHust. O 4eM OH cokasen?
O tom, uto Bpems xumep rponuto? O Tom, uto y Hux ¢ Hapu He MoxeT ObITh COBMECTHOTO OyyIiero?
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— Kak TtBO#1 cectpa? — cipocmiia Hapu, OTroHSIs1 HEBUIMMYIO TeHb, HA MTHOBEHHE HAK PHIBIIYIO
uX.

— OmmmaHo — OGmaronapst Tebe! OHa monpaBwiiack. JleTath MbI eif IoKa He pa3pelaeM, HO 3Ta
HEerocea HOCUTCS IO JOMY TakK, YTO SICHEE SICHOTO — JIOJITO MbI €€ HE YAEPKUM.

— A cKosbKoO eii jetr?

— BocemHaauaTh UCTIOTHUIOCH 3UMOIL.

— Kak mHe, — ynpioHynacs Hapu.

— [louemy, THI Tymaenb, MHE BCe BpeMs XOTeloch TeOsi oTiuienars! — Kepun oTkamuisics,
MOHKMMAs1, YTO PA3rOBOP HEMHOT'O BBIIIIEJ 32 PAMKH JPYKECKOH Oecepl.

Onu nouwm Janelie — 3KCKypeus npoposnkunack. Cyas no Bcemy, Kepun 3Hai o cBoeM ropoze
CTOJIbKO, YTO XBaTUT €llle He Ha ofiuH Mecsl nporynok. Ho Hapu He Hamoenasno ero ciaymiarth: OH
pacckasblBajl YAMBUTEIBHO UHTEPECHO.

— Kak MHOro TbI 3Haenb!

— INonoxenue 06s3bIBaeT, — ycMexHyJsicst KepuH 1 B OTBET Ha BOIPOCUTENIBHBIN B3IJISIL CITyT-
HUIIBI TIOSICHIT: — $1 TOTOMY U He MOT TMOSIBUThCS y (POHTaHa B CBOEM MCTUHHOM oOnuke. Tam moso-
BUHA TYJISIIOIINX — MOM YUSHUKH.

— Yt0? — m3ymuiiach Hapu, oxuaaBinas 4ero yromgHo: MpoMCcKOB BParoB, TAWHBIX HE0OpOkKe-
JaTenel, KpequToOpOB, HO TOJIBKO HE TAKOTO MPOCTOro 00bsCHEHU . — Thl yuuTess?

— IIpenogaBaresnb AkaieMUy TOProOBIIN.

-0Ox...

KepuH cHOBa HErpoMKoO paccMmesiycs:

— He Bsixercs, na? I'agkas xumepa, nperogaioias ctyaeHTam popmyiisl npubsuiu. [a, s onac-
HBIN !

Hapwu toxe paccmesinach B OTBET:

— D710 OBUIO HEOKUAAHHO, TPUZHAIOCH !

KepuH ocTopokHO NOxas ee JIaloHb, 1a TaK U OCTaBUJI B CBOEU PYKe.

— MBI CITMIITKOM JJABHO XKMBEM cpe/u Jiofieid. Mbl BeieM 0ObIYHYI0 KU3Hb. PacTum nereit, pado-
TaeMm, cinykuM. Bot Tosbko... Tebe Hago 3HaTh Koe-4To emle 000 MHe. Hago moroBoputs. ..

— Kepun, korma y Te0s1 Tako# roJyioc, st myraoch. T0O CTPaIrHo?

— Her, He oyens. Ho 310 BaxkHO. § X04y, 4TOOBI THI 3HAJIA.

— JlagHo. ..

— He ceituac.

OHu cTosiIn BABOEM B IepeyJiKe. Yke COBCeM cTeMHeno, 1 Hapu He Moria pasmisjers amua
KepuHa, Bujena Toiabko mMeplaHue ero 3eseHbix mia3. OH THMXOHBKO, €Ba OIIyTUMO KOCHYJICS ee
IIeKM KOHYMKaMU NajiblieB. Hapy noTsHys1ach HABCTpevy €ro JIacKe, HO OH YK€ OIyCTHJI PYKY.

— Tak kak HacueT peOpbIleK? — CIPOCKII OH KaK HU B YeM He ObIBaJIO.

— He xouy s peOppiinex!

— JIpakoH, KOTOpHIil He Xo4eT Msica? BriepBble Takoe BUKY !

— Xumepa, KOTopasi He XOUeT COKXparh JpakoHa! — B TOH emy nojjakHyna Hapu. — Takoe Toxe
HEYacTo BCTPETHIL !

Ob6a pacxoxoranuce. CTosiy, epxkach 3a pykd, U cMestmich. [Torom Hapu mprkanach k ero
rpyau, a Kepun oOHST ee, OCTOPOKHO MPUTSIHYI K ceOe, HaKpblT OOHAXKEHHBIE TIICYH.

— He xononHo?

— 7Kapko... — mpourenrana oHa.

— Torga s 3Ha10, 4TO TeOE MOMOXKeET!

OHuM BepHYJIUCH HA TUIONIAb, TJIE MO-TIPeKHEMY ObLIO MHOTOJTIOAHO. HY yTUHbIe My3bIKaHTHI,
HU TOPTrOBIIbI HE COOMPAIIMCH PACXOIUTHCSI.

KepuH paccrenunn Ha naparnere cBOI KypTKy, ycaaui Hapu.

— INopoxau, st ckopo!
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OH zeficTBUTENBHO OBICTPO BEpHYJICS, Hecs qBe BadenbHbie Tpyoouku. OnHy npotsHya Hapu:

— Iorpo6yii! D10 3aMOPOKEHHBIN ATOAHBIN COK C MOJIOKOM.

Hapwu npuHioxanack: apoMar, UCXOJUBIIMIA OT HEMPUBBIYHOTO JJAKOMCTBA, ObLT BOCXUTUTEb-
HbIM. Ha BKyc HEoObIYHOE OJTI00 OKa3aJI0Ch HEXKHBIM U OCBEKAIOIIHM.

— M-M-M! A 4TO 3TO 32 Arozasl BHYTpU?

— 910? — Kaxetcs, Kepun ynuBuicsa. — 1o ke kiyoHuMKa. S 3a0bl1, B BalllMX Kpasx OHA HE
pacrer.

«B Bammx kpasx». Kak gurutomarnyno. Hapu ynsiOHynack.

— Mawma mo6ut mnoBHuK. Koria HaunHaeTcst ce30H, OHM € TAaToy OTIPaBisioTcs B ['poxouy-
I TPOT CIIENUAIBHO, YTOOBI HAOpaTh Mapy KOp3uH. MHe JIMJIOBHUK HE OYeHb HPABUTCS, TOPYMT.

OHM enu X0JI0JHOE JIAKOMCTBO M CIIYHIAJIM TMECHIO, YTO MCMOJHSIA Tapa My3blkaHToB. Hapu
CHauaJia MOPIIUJIACH: €€ TOHKHIA My3bIKaJIbHBIH CITyX HEe BRIHOCHJI (DAJIBIIMBBIX HOT, HO APTUCTHI TN
C UICKPEHHHUM 4yBCTBOM, U CJIOBA OKa3aJIMCh TAKKE KPACUBBIE, UTO YAOBOJIbCTBHE IIEPEBECUIIO IIEPBOE
HETIPUSITHOE BIICYATIICHHE.

Beccmeprrast moO0Bb —
EnuHcTBEeHHBIN UTOT,
Korma Gepet cBoe
HeorBpatumplii pok.

U Bce xe Ha cynp0y

M-eI CMOTPHUM CBBICOKA,
Koraa B TBOEH pykKe
Jlexut most pyka'.

Hapu nopsunynacek k Kepuny mog 6040k, a OH, OTJIOKHUB TPYOOUKYy, OOHsLI ee 3a Taymio. Oda
AeNay BUJI, YTO HIYEro OCOOEHHOTO HE IIPOUCXONT, & €CIIU U TIPOUCXOIHT, TO BCE 3TO CITyYalHOCTb.
Bor ceituac 3akoHuutcs niecHsi, Hapu noect nakomctBo, u Kepun nomoxer eil noaustbhes. [lopa
JIeTeTh JOMOU — BIiepeld HEONMU3KUIA MyTh.

Hapu moxeT co0o#i ropauThesi, OHA BHITONHIIIA O0eIaHHOe — He TofiBenia Mamy. [Ipocto npy-
keckas Bcrpeda. Ho yxe ceituac Hapu noHnmasa, 4ro CTaHeT CUMTATh JHU, OKUIAs CIELYIOLIYIO.

— Kakoe kpacuBoe miatse, Hapu.

On 3amernn!

— Cnacubo. ..

— U BoI, teau Heopa, ipekpacHH. . .

Wx B3m1spl BCTpeTWIIMCh. 3elieHble, MEpLAIOIIME I71a3a XMMEpbl M TEMHBIE, TIOUTH YEpHbIE
— JIpakoHa. BriepBble NpeACTaBUTENN 3TUX JBYX pac CMOTPEIM APYr Ha Jpyra He ¢ HEHABUCTHIO, a
C JTIOOOBBIO.

A notoM. .. Hapu Tak 1 He noHsi1a, Kak 310 npousonwio. Kro nonenosan nepsbiM? Kto orBeTH
Ha nouenyii? HesaxHo... Bce HeBaxHO. ..

Ero ryOb1 6bU1M TIPOXJIaJHBIMU, CIIAJKUMU U TIAXJIH SITOIAMU.

ro. Baiinep. Ilecust «beccmeprHast 1060Bb» U3 pok-oriepsl «Opden» (npum. asm. ).
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I'naBa 6

A mocse oHM CHIeNH, TIeperuieTs] pyKHt, CONTPUKOCHYBIIUCH JIOAMH, CIYIIAIN JIbIXaHUE IPYT
apyra u Mmomdanu. ['yOsl 6oseu ot rouenyeB, Ho ere OoJblie 00s1eno cepiie.

— MHe nopa ynerars, — nporenraina Hapu.

— S mpoBOKy.

— Her-ner...

Ona, cziennaB HaJl cOOOH ycuire, oToaBUHYIAch. CKOJIB3HYIA TIO TUTOMIAIN TJ1a3aMH YeJIoBeKa,
BAPYT OYHYBIIETOCs MOCIIe JUBHOTO, AOJTOrO CHA.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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