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CYACTJIUB CTaTh XOTS ObI KYphepOM MpPY BTOPOM TIEXOTHOM IOJIKE KOPOJIEBCKOM
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Poman AdranacreB
3HaK 4yJ0BHIIA

I'maBa 1
TEMHAA METKA

W3 neca maxyo efoi: TyCTOi TyX MsICHOW MOXJIEOKM BUTAJ HaJ| JAOPOTOH, BHIIMOA CIIIOHY U
3aCTaBJIslI IIIyMHO BTATMBATh HOCOM IbUIbHBIN BO31yX. KMBOT CBOAMIIO OT roJIofia, a pa3birpaBlieecs
BOOOpaXEHHE PHCOBAJIO KAPTUHBI KOPOJIEBCKOTO MUPA.

CHUrMoH yuysi1 cOONa3HUTENbHBIN 3amax JAaBHO, ele Jac Ha3aa. Toraa, cuast Ha 0O0UYMHE, OH
KaK pa3 pa3MBIILIII, CTOUT JIM ITPOJOJIKATh IyTh WJIM JIyyllle BEPHYThCSI B MepaH U OTBICKATh TOTO
CepXaHTa, YTO MOCOBETOBAJI KOPOTKYIO jopory. Ha nene oHa oOepHysach MBUIBHBIM ITPOCEIIKOM,
COBEPIIEHHO ITyCThIM, TSHYBIIMMCSI OECKOHEUHOM JICHTOM Cpelly rycToro Jieca. [Ijisi coBeTurKa yxe
OBUIO MTPUTOTOBJIEHO MHOT'O TEILIHIX C/I0B, 1 CUIMOH OOpOJICS ¢ UCKYIIIEHHEM HEMEIEHHO pa3Bep-
HYTb KOHS ¥ TaJIONIOM OTIPABUThCS Ha3al, K OoiblIoMy TpakTy. Ho BepHYTbCS — 3HAUUT MOTEPATH
1B [IHs1, a TIAKET, XOTh ¥ HE CPOYHBIN, 5K1yT B rapHU30HE. ITycTh OH TOJIBKO Kyphbep, a He CIELUaJIbHBII
TOHEll, ¥ OT Hero He TpeOyIoTCs YyAeca CKOPOCTH, HO PHCKOBAaTh He XOTeslock. [lepBoe HacTosiee
Nopy4eHHe HeJlb3s MPOBaIMTh. PaboTy Hal0 BBITIOJIHUTE B CPOK, TIOJTYYUTh XOPOIIHE PEKOMEH AN
Y, HAKOHEIl, TOCTYNHTh Ha JICHCTBUTENBHYIO CITyKOy B IITa0 BTOPOTO MEXOTHOTO MOJIKA.

Curmon 71a Toiis1, KaJeT NeXOTHOIo KOpITyca, Kypbep Ha UCIIBITAHUHU, TPOCTO HE MOT ONO3aTh.
[TpaBa He umen. IToatomy ceiiyac OH XOTeJ 3HaTh, BEPHO JIM OH eieT U jjo0epercs i jio [lacama 3a
yetsipe IHA. Ho, Kak Ha3so, Jopora mycToBaja: 3a JBa JHS IyTH OH HEe BCTPETHJI HU €MHOM KUBOM
nyum. Okpyra Oyaro BeiMepria. CUIMOH CTajl yXe COMHEBAaTbCs B TOM, YTO MOCTYIHJI Pa3yMHO.
HagepHo, creioBano npuiepxuBaThCsl KapThl U €XaTh MOJOKEHHBIM MapIIPYTOM, a HE MOJaraThCs
Ha COBETHI B HaJEkK/Ie BHIMTPaTh JeHb WK ABa. Ceiluac Bcs HajiexkAa Oblla Ha TO, UTO €My BCE-TaKH
yIacTcsi BCTPETUTh KOTO-HUOYb, KTO YKaKeT BepHbIM MyTh. [loaToMy, nouyss 3amnax ez, CUrMoH
NpUOOOIPUIICS, CIIPaBeUIMBO PAacCyAuB, YTO e eJa — TaM M Jmoau. Korzaa ke oH yBUzEN, 4TO OT
JOPOT'U B JIEC YXOAUT TPOIla, HATONTAHHAs, IIMPOKAs, TaKasl, 4To Tesera MpoejeT, OH, He 3a/lyMbIBa-
SICh, IOBEPHYJI KOHS.

I'Hemoit xepeOurK ¢ GebIM MATHOM Ha JIOy HETOPOILIMBO Opesl MeX 3apocieil OpelTHuKa,
3aTanThblBasi Cle/Ibl TEIEKHBIX KOJIEC, €/1Ba 3aMETHBIX Ha ChIpoi 3emJie. CUrMoH ero He Toponuil. Cyns
IO 3araxam, 10 KWibs ObJIO PYKOW MOJATh.

BeuepHee conHIle KaTUIIOCh K 3aKaTy, 1 OJe/IHbIe COTHEYHBIE JTyYH €/1Ba MPOOMBAINCH CKBO3b
PACKUANCTBIE KPOHBI JepeBbeB. Kypbep MOAHSI T0JI0BY, OCMOTPENCA U PEIIWIL: 0 TEMHOTHI elle
JAJIEKO, U OH YCIEET BBIMTH K JIIOASM. DTO pajioBajio: eMy 10 CMEPTU HaJ0esI0 CIaTh Ha XOJOTHOM
3emJie. KoHeuHo, Kypbep JOJIKEeH ObITh TOTOB KO BCEMY, HO JIEJIO HE CPOUHOE, U JKEPTBOBATh Pa/Id HETO
ynoocrBamu CurMoH He cobupasicsi. OHO TOro He cTouT. UToOB MOHATH 3TO, €My BIIOJIHE XBATHJIO
JBYX HOYEBOK Ha 00OYMHE JOPOI'H.

Jlec pa3naJicst B CTOPOHBI, OTKpbIBasi BRIPYOKY 1 IIEpBbIE iepeBeHCKUe IBOpbl. CUTMOH ¢ o0rer-
YEeHUEeM B30XHYJ1. Bce Hamexpl OrpaBAaamch, M OH YKe NpPeIBKYLIas, KaK 3aBAIUTCS Ha MeYb U
3apoeTcs ToJIoBOii B moayniky. OH J1ake ObLT TOTOB JJOBOJILCTBOBATHCSI OXAIKOW COJIOMBI, JIAIIb ObI
CBEpXY He KaraJl I0Xk/b U OT 3eMJIA HE TSAHYJIO XOJIOIOM.

o HecMomnKaeMblil FTOMOH A€PEBEHCKOM KMBHOCTH M BOCTOPKEHHBIE KPUKH JIETBOPbI Kypbep
roexaJi o HIMPOKOH y/IuIe, TAHYBILEHCS Yyepe3 BCIo AEPEBHIO K MPOCTOpHOI mutomanu. [locpenu Hee
KpacoBaJICs BHICOKMIA cpy0 Konoana. JlepeBHs okazanach OONBIION U, Cysl IO BCEMY, 3aKUTOUHOM.
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BpeBeHvarThlii oM ¢ pUCYHKOM IIMBHOM KPYXKKH Ha IBEPsIX ObLJl, HECOMHEHHO, KaOaKOM, a 3TO O3Ha-
4aJlo, YTO y KPECTbSIH BOJWIINCH JIEHBIU.

Ero xpamu. ¥V neepeii kabaka CTOSJIM TPU KPETKUX OOPOAATHIX MYKMKA U OTKPOBEHHO pa3-
rIsiIpIBaM roctsl. [Isammich Bo Bee mia3a, ecii roBOpUTh Oe3 00MHSIKOB. CUTMOH HarlpaByJI KOHS K
HUM, [0J1arasi, YTO MOYETHOTO Kapayia ¢ ¢paHdapaMu 0XKUIATh HE CTOUT.

Hagcrpeuy roctio marHys1 KpsKUCTbI MYXKUK JIET COpOKa. Bbls1 OH HEBBICOK, HE TaK IIMPOK
B IUIeYaX, HO 3aTO YIMTAH U OfIET JIy4llle 3eMJISKOB. [la ¥ BUI MMeJT COTUIHBIA: TONOOPOAOK YHCTO
BBIOPUT TI0 TOPOACKOW MOJIe, a IMKAPHBIE CUBBIE YCBI 3aBHBAIOTCSI KOJBIIAMU €[1Ba JIU HE JI0 YIIIEH.
Cyns o BceMy, IMEHHO OH U ObUIT CTapILINM.

— 3napas Oyap, TOCTIONMH BOSHHBIN, — CKa3as ycad. — § crapocra nepeBnu, 3Bath [lotToH. 1o
JeJty K HaM, B XOJIMOBHULIBI, UJIK ITPOe310M?

— IIpoe3nom, — oro3Basicsi CUTMOH ¥ CIIPBHITHYJT B OypylIo MbLTb. — Haiinercs rae nepeHoueBathb?

— OT4ero x He HAUTHCh, — OTO3BAJICS CTAPOCTA, IIYPsICh HA MyHIUP TOCTS. — A KTO caM OyJelib,
KyJa cienyerb?

— Curmon n1a Toiis, Kypbep BToporo nexotHoro Bentckoro noska, cinenyio B [lacam ¢ nopyue-
HUEeM, — oTueKaHn1 CUTMOH, He YITyCTUB CJTydasi HOMYEPKHYTh, YTO HAXOIUTCS Ha CITyKOe.

Crapocra MOpPruyJ1 1 royecai Hoc. My XMKHM 3a €ro CIIMHOM 3alleNTaIuCh: CIIYKUBbIM JIIOASIM
ObLJIO MPEANMCAHO OKA3bIBATh BCSIUECKOE COICHCTBIE, O TOM TIOMHMIIU BCE.

— MHe Obl IepeHOUYeBaTh U AOPOTY y3HATh, — J00aBuia CUTMOH, IOHMMAsI, YTO AEPEBEHCKUE
oracaroTcs 3a CBOMX KoHel. ['oHell Ha ciysx0e BripaBe MoTpedoBaTh, KAKOro 3aX0verT.

— Byne MouM rocreM, rocioiH BOEHHBIN, — cka3ai I10TToH, 10BOJIBHO pa3riakuBasi yChbl. —
[Mpoiinemte B 1oM. Kak pa3 Mapwuina Ha cron cooupaet. COMHBIIIKO CaAUTCS — YXKUHATH MOPA.

%k % %

VYromenue npunuioch Kak Hesb3s Keratd. CTos ObLT HaKpBIT OOraTo, CIOBHO 3J1ECh KM
rocreil. 7KapeHas Kypulia ¢ pyMsIHOW KOPOYKOM, T'YCTOM MOAJMBOM M MOCBHIIAHHAS OT IyLIM 3ejie-
HBIO 3aHMMaJla TIOYETHOE MECTO B LIEHTpe cToja. BripoueM, u apyroii cHenu xBatajio. PacnapenHas
rpeuka, MapuHa/bl, HelpeMeHHasl Karycra, JUIMHHIONAs Koji0aca, IMPOrd — BCE 9TO UCXOIUIIO TAKUM
apOMAaTHBIM JyXOM JIOMAIIHEN €/Ibl, YTO OTrOJIOABIIMI KYpbep €ABa HE JIMIINJICS YyBCTB.

— Xopolto xuBeTe, — GpOCKI OH CTapoOCTe.

— He GencrByem, — corytacuiicst TOT ¥ IPEAJIOKIIT CAAUTHCS 32 CTOI.

[NepBbIM e0M OTOAN AOTKHOE Kypouke. [ToToM nodpanuch U 10 KoJdac v 10 MapyuHaJIoB.
CUrmMoH eJ1 ¢ OXOTOM, CMaKysl KaKAbIi KyCOK, — IOHUMAJI, YTO HEe CKOPO ellle JOBEJETCs OTBeJaTh
TaKOro YrolueHusl. 3anuBas ey Kpernkum MMBOM, OTAABaBIIMM MEJOM, OH IOIVISAbIBA HA CTAPOCTY.
ToT, IpUMEeTHB, YTO FOCTb FOJIOAEH, C pa3rOBOPaMU HE JIE3 U CTapaJics B €/l He OTcTaBaTh. Ero xeHa,
JUIMHHAS U TOILAsi, KaK Xepib, *KEHIIMHA CO CBETJIBIMHU BOJIOCAMHU, €/1Ba yCIeBaja NoaBaTh TapeaKu
co cHeplo. 7KeHIlrHe noMorasna A04ka — CUMIIaTUYHas IeBUIIA Ha BbliaHbe. C MIIEHNYHBIMUA KOCAMU
Y O30pHBIMU CMHMMH I71a3aMu. MiMu oHa noctpenuBaia B cTopoHy CUrMOHA Tak, YTO TOT MOPOW
JABUJICS TMUBOM.

OpnvH TakoW B3I/ NEpEXBaTWJ CTApOCTAa, HAXMypWICA M BeJel OCTaBUTh HUX C TOCTEM
HaequHe. /KeHIMHbI YU U3 TOpHULbL, HO CUTMOH ycrien NMoiMaTh elle OIUH B3IV CUHUX IJ1a3.
WrpuBsblil Tako# B3MJIsiA, KAKMM TTOPOU €ro ofapsuiv OapbliiHu U3 BeHTa.

— Hy, cranio ObiTh, — HaYaJI cTApOCTa, HAMBas cebe MUBa M3 OOJBIIIOrO MIIMHSHOTO KYBIIMHA. —
B IMacam nyTts aepxure?

— Touno Ttak, — oTk/MKHYJICST CUrMOH, BO3BpaIllasiCh B peasibHbIil MUp. — Perm cpesarh
J0pOry, /1, MOX0Xe, 3arlTyTal.

— Oryero x, — Oypkny [TortoH. — BepHo Bce. OTciona Ha 1or Tpy JIHSI KOHHOMY, TTOTOM CBep-
HyTh y CHBOrO JIyra Ha 3anaJi, a Tam pykou nogars 1o Ilacama.
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— OTpazHO cbllaTh, — KUBHYJ Kypbep. — DTOW IOPOTH s HE 3HAI0, MPUIILJIOCh TIONIOKUTHCS Ha
coBeT. Ho 3a Ba AHS MyTH s HE BCTPETWII HU OJHOW KMUBOM YIIX M MOAYMAJ, YTO 3a0IyIuics.

— BriBaer. Ceiivyac y Hac pabOThI MHOTO, B TOPOJI PEIKO KTO XOAUT. BOT yepes cenmuily, noxa-
JIyii, HApo/ly Ha Jopore MpuOaBUTCS. XOTS TYT PEIKO KTO, KpOME Hac, JepeBeHCKHX, Opoaut. Tam,
Ha 1ore-To, noxwusei Oyaer. Y Cusoro Jlyra Hapomy Gosbliie ’KHUBET, HO OHM K HaM He cyoTcs. [o
Mepana um naneko, no Ilacama mHoro Omke. Ham ke — 4To Tak, 4to 31ak. B camoii cepesike Mbl,
Mex ropogamu. Ho or Toro He rpyctuM, rocioqud BOeHHBIN. 7KMBEM THXO, HUKOTO HE TPOTaeM U
pajbl, KOrja Hac He TPOraioT.

CurMoH OImyCTHJI I71a3a ¥ YCTaBUIICS B KPYKKY ¢ muBoM. CTapocta Bce 00pMOTal, paccKas3biBast
npo 3aragounbiii Cusblil JIyr, HO Kypbepy He ObLIO /10 TOro HUKAKoro aena. Bee, uTo ObU10 HYXKHO, OH
yXke y3HaJI ¥ Teriepb BCIIOMUHAJ royOble I71a3a U MIlleHnYHble Kochl Jouku [TorToHa. [lorpyxkarbces
B 00CyXJeHHe Jies1 IePeBEHCKUX OH He XOTell — Jaxe u3 BesxmBocTu. Ho, 3aMeTuB, uTo crapocTa
BHUMATEJIbHO €r0 U3Y4aeT, JOKUAASCh OTBETA, Kypbep KUBHYIL.

— Cnacu6o0 3a yroueHue, — ckazai OH. — JIaBHO Tak BKYCHO He ell.

— A Ha 370pOBbULIE, FTOCTIOJVH BOEHHBIN. B, €:xenu He ocnplianics, u3 Benra?

— TouHO Tak.

— 3HauuTCs, PO HAC Bpsa Jin cibliiaid. [Tpo aepeBHI0-TO, Tpo XO0JIMOBUIIHI?

— He cabiman, — oro3Bascst CUrMOH ¥ HACTOPOXKUJICS. — A 4TO?

— Jla nucamu Mel B MepaH, rocnionuny CtpamMoHy, TOPOJICKOMY IlaBe. A oTBeTa HeT. JKab,
YTO BbI HE U3 MepaHa. A TO, MOXET, CJbIILIAIM PO HAIle ITUCbMO?

— He cnpiman, — orpe3an CUrmMoH, He kejlasi BHUMaTh KPEeCTbHCKUM kanoOaM. HaBepHsika
MUIIYT, YTO HAJIOTU BEJIMKHU, Ja SAOCIHUYAIOT Ha KAJHBIX COCe/Ied, OTXBATUBIIMUX KaKOH-HUOYIb
JIy’KOK, TPUHAIJIEkKAIIMNA, pPa3yMeeTcsl, OT BeKa XOJIOMOBULIKKM.

— Her oTrBeta u HeT, — IPOroBOPUII CTapOCTa, UTHOPUPYS cloBa rocts. — Bee Boycryto. 2Kaib,
Kab.

OH npuaBuHyI K ceOe KyBIIMH C TIMBOM U HAMOIHWI KPYKKY. C BepXoM, Tak 4To TeHa Iiec-
HyJIach 4yepe3 Kpai. 3ayMUrBO 3alpaBWI MIeHY MayblleM OOpaTHO B KPYXKKY M 33/lyMaJiCsl, U3y4vast
HOT'OTb.

— A 4TO CyurIioch? — CIPOCHIT Kyphbep, YTOObI MOJ/IepKaTh 3aTyXaloIIUI pa3roBop, U TYT ke
NoKaJies1 00 STOM.

— JloHnMaeT Hac, MOHMMaelllb, KOJIyH. JKUBeT TyT Hejaneko, oj O0KOM, MOYUTAl, a HACKI-
JIaeT Ha JiepeBHI0 TBaped. CHavyama CKOTUHY U3BOIWIIH, TIOTOM, CJIBIIIb, U 0 MYKUKOB JOOPAJIUCH.

— Ara, — JTyOOKOMBICTIEHHO 3aMeTHJT Kypbep. OH NOHSJI, UTO €My MPHUIETCS BBICTYINATh OIHY
U3 IEPEBEHCKUX OaeK, CHJIbHO pa30aBIeHHYIO KaJlo0aMu Ha TsDKeNoe KUThe-ObIThe. BripoueM, Beuep
TOJIKO HaUMHAJICSA, TIMBA M 3aKyCH ellle B JocTtatke. .. [Touemy Obl HeT?

— OH npuIien Jet aecATh Ha3al ¢ ceBepa. — [IoTTOH XJIeOHYI TMBa M HAMOYWJI B TICHE JIeBbIN
yc. — Mar To OuIiib.

— Kak xe mar? — nepecipocust Curmon. — Konayn?

— Torna, crano ObITh, Mar 31o 6611, CaMblil HACTOSIINIA, 1O BCEMY BUIATh, U3 KOJUIETUU MaroB.
N3 Mepana, a 1o naxe u u3 Benra.

— Tax Bce xe Mar Wi KosigyH?

— Bpl, rocriongvH BoeHHbIH, ypazymenTe. [loka OH CilykUT KOPOJIIO U JIIOASAM — OH Mar. A Kak
MaKOCTUTh HAYMHAET, TO CPa3y KOJIIYH.

— Ara, — cHoBa cka3an CUrMOH, OpPa3UBIIKCh TPOCTOTE U TOYHOCTHU OIPEAEIECHUS.

Crapocrta nonpo0oBaJ MUBO, 3aMOYKII B IIEHE U TIPaBbIN yC, KPAKHYI U OJHAM TJTIOTKOM BbIMAax-
HYJI BCIO KPYXKY.

— Tak BoT, cTajno ObITh, pUILIES OH C ceBepa. Huuero He mpocuil, CKa3as TOJBKO: KUTh TYT
Oymy. [IpaBuibpHO Tak cka3zaHyl, o-coceacku. M yien 3a jec, kK xonmmam. TyT Heaieko, JBe JIUTH,
eciu 1o npsimoit. Tam u ocen. [Jom moctpomi. Mbl eMy He moMoraiu, oH Bce cam. Marueit, crajo
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obiTh. Hy 1 cTan noxusath. MBI ero He BUIEIU U He CIblmaid. baObl, KOHEUHO, CHavYaa O6eraim K
Hemy. [Tpocunu oTBapoB, 3enuii Beskux. Jlaxke rmoragats npocriia. S 3a6ecrokousics, Kak Obl CMYyThI
HE BHIIIUIO: OT MPUBOPOTHBIX 3eJIUI MOPOM Takasi KyTepbMma ciydaercs... Ho mar Ha 6a0 ocepuai.
[TporHas ux B miei0, Kpryas, YTO He BeyHbs U HE BeJlbMa JepeBeHcKast. Ha Tom 6aObl M yCIIOKOMITUCH.
[Mapy net He 6b10 OT Hero Bectell. OH K HaM He Jie3, Mbl K Hemy. Ho monroaa Hazaa HA4aioch.

— Yro Havanock? — nepecripocusi CUIMOH, TaK KaK CTApOCTa KPETKO 3ayMaJics, pa3riakuBast
MOKPBIE YChI TOJICTHIMHU, KaK COCHCKH, TTAJTbIIAMHU.

— HernpusTHOCTH, — HAKOHEI[ BECKO YPOHIJI CTAPOCTA U HATIOJTHUI KPYKKY TTMBOM.

CurmoH rocyenoBa ero npumepy. Mcropus mpo mara ero 3anHTepecoBaa. [loxoxe, peds ia
0 YeM-TO UHTEPECHOM, O TAaKOM, UTO He CTBIIHO OyJeT paccKa3aTh B Ka3zapme Iocje oTOosI.

— HenpusarHocTH, crao ObITh, HAYAIKCH TOJTOA HA3aj, — MOBTOPWIJI CTAPOCTA, MPUTIOMHU-
Hasl, YTO IMEHHO CITyYWJIOCh. — A HAa4aJoCh Bce ¢ KOPOBHI cTapoid MupeHbl. 3a/ipajii ee HaCMepTh.
Kopogy, ctano 6biTh. A moTom nomnwio-noexano. Kypeit nepenasuiy, Jommaap y MeHs 3aapaiu. Bee
— 1o Houam. O30poBaTh, CTAIO OBITH, HEYNCTh HaYasia. U rnaBHOe — crieoB HUKakux. Hu Ha 3emue,
HU Ha TpaBe... Cobaku Kak cOecruck. Cre He XOTen OpaTh, BU3KaJIU, MATWINCH, HY POBHO KTO
ux Hamyrail. Jla Toinbko Moero 6pexyHa Majio KTO HalyraTh MOXKeT.

— Moxer, menseapb? — npeanonoxumi CUrMoH.

— Kakoe tam. Mengezeit TyT HeT. [a u cienpl OT MeaBeas — CJIenou 3aMeTuT.

— U Bce xe...

— Hanbine, crano ObITh, MocymaiTe. Korga maTyo KopoBy 3ajpaiv, HATM MYKUKH B30esie-
Huch. Oco6o kymoBbs Trumop u [Tanar — ux 310 KopoBa 6bi1a. Hy 1 ycTpouiu 3acafy, cTauo ObITb.
B 5iecy K03y Ha HOUb OCTaBWJIM, BPOJIe 3a0JIyIMIach, a CAMU 3a HEeW clieuTh. Bee yecTh 1o 4ecTw.
Hymanu, uro Bomyapa O0JbHO YMHBIN 00bssBUIICS. BhIBaeT Takoe.

— U kak, norimanu?

— Harum mbt ux yrpom. [TogpaHHbIe B KJI0Ubs, Oy/ITO 3Bepiora TUrpa ux apajia. Tumop k Beuepy
ymep, a [lanama orkayanu. OH-TO PO HEYUCTD U paccKazal. Bpoze Kak HOYbIO Harala Ha HUX TeHb,
oOmubeM Ha uesioBeka rnoxoxasi. Ho ¢ korrsamu. U tak ObicTpo Oerasia, 4To U He pacCMOTpPEA OHU
ee TonkoM. He ycrienmu. OHO ¢10BO — HeuncTh. [1aHaI-To MOTOM OKJIeMaJicsl, HO /IO CUX TIOp XOIHWT,
Kak MpUIIMOJIEHHbIN, OT KXA0TO Iopoxa B3aparusaeT. U 3aroBapuBatbest Havyas. Besne emy npu-
BUIeHUs Meperatcs. Jlaxke Ha TIOKOC U TO ¢ KOIbEM JISIOBCKMM XOJIHT.

— A 4TO KOJNAYH-TO? — HAIIOMHWJI Kypbep, OMacasich, 4YTO CTAPOCTa COOMPAETCs MOBEAaTh O
HeJierkoi cyapoe kyma IManarma.

Crapocta XMBIKHYJ, XJIEOHYJI TIMBA U YIENHWI ¢ OMofa KpYIJIsil KpoBsHOH kondackl. JKagHo
CKeBaJI, 3amuyI U3 jkOaHa 1 IIIyMHO PHITHYIL. [10TOM MpomomKut:

— MHI cpa3y CMEKHYJIM, UTO HEYHCTh OT KOJIyHa. TyT 10 HEro oTpoAsiCh Takoro He Buaeau. 1
He crblmaid. Tak BOT, CTajio ObITh, COOpPATUCH MBI KyUel U JJBUHY/IM K HEMY B TOCTH, pa300paThCs,
YTO K YeMy.

— W uto? — 3aunTepecoBaHHO cripocuyi CUTMOH, TIPEABKYIIIAsl, KaK MOBEIAET 3Ty UCTOPHIO Cep-
xaHTy Tperopy, oxouemy /10 IepeBEHCKHUX OackK.

— INoccopwunuck Mbl. HamycTuicst oH Ha Hac, Kak 1iermHou OpexyH. OH, BHIIb, KU3Hb TOJOKHUIT
Ha 60pb0OY C HEUNCTHIO, HE HaM ero BUHUTh. UT0, cTasio ObITh, 3HATh HUYEro He 3HaeT. Hy, mopyraimch
MbI MQJIEHBKO M PA30ILIUCh.

— U Bce? — pazovapoBaHHO cripocuii CUTMOH, OKMIABIINNA O0JIee SHEPruYHON Pa3Bs3KH.

— Kaxoe tam. Heuuncts 3a niozieit npuHsiack. 3a NOCIeIHUI MecsL ABOMX PUKOHYMIIA. Tenepb
HE JepeT — KPOBb IMbeT. YTPOM, MOMHIO, HallleJl KyMa Y OKOJHIIBL JISKUT B TpaBe, XOJNOAHEHBKUIA.
N 6e3 KpoBMHOYKU. XOMWJIM MBI ellie pa3 K KOJJIyHY, TPO3UJIMCh, & OH HAC B OTBET OTHEM IYTHYIL.
Konayn, onHo ciioBo. BoT Mbl B ropon 1 otniucaniv. TonbKo oTBeTa Bce HET, XOTsI OYUTal, 1B Celb-
MHUIIBI PONIO. §l, KaK Bac, FOCIIOJVH BOSHHBIN, YBHUJIEI, TIOAYMAJI, YTO BHI TIO HAIIIEMY JEITy.
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CurmMoH oTXJIeOHYJ TIMBA U JOBOJILHO MPUIIYPUIICS: BEKJIMBOE OOpallieHre rpeso aymry. TyT
OH — TOCHIOIMH BOEHHBIM. YBaXaloT. A B Ka3apMe OH KaJeT — TO MOA3aThUIBHUK OTBECAT, TO MBITh
1oJ1bl 3acTaBsAT. CUTMOH CHOBA MPUJIOKIIICS K KPY)KKE, PaIysiCh, UTO TaK YIaYHO BbIpBaJICs U3 Benra.
[oxoxe, OOJBIIMHCTBO UCTOPUNA O KypbEPCKOW KM3HU, UTO PACCKA3bIBATM CTAPUUYKH, OKA3AJIHChH
CyILIeH MpaBIoid. XOpoIIo Bce ke ObITh KyphepoM. DTO He COJIATCKAsI A0S — IMbLTb Ha IJIAIly TJIOTaTh.
W BoMM 4yTh €CTh, ¥ MIPUKJIIOUYEHHSI CTOPOHOM He 0OXOIAT. A ellle — OYeT U yBaKeHHe OT MECTHBIX.

CurmMoHy BCIIOMHWJIMCH TOTyOBIE IJ1a3a JOUYKH CTAPOCTHI, M OH 33/lyMAJICS, TIBITAsICh MTPUTIOM-
HUTb, 4TO TaM Tperop pacckasbiBajl O CEHOBaJIaX.

— Taxk, ctano ObITh, MOMOXETE HaM? — CIIPOCHJT CTAPOCTA, MOATMBAsI TUBO B KPYXKKY TOCTSI.

—Yt0? — CUrmoH 3amopraj, HOHUMasi, YTO, 3aMEUTABILIKICh, IPOIYCTHUII IIOCJIETHUE CJIOBA CTa-
POCTBI.

— 4 roBopio, cxonute K konayHy 3aBTpa? Ilotosnkyere ¢ Hum? Hac-To oH Temeph 1 OIM3KO K
JOMY HE IOAIYCKAaeT.

— U o0 yeM ¢ HuM TONKOBATh? — cripocusl CUTMOH, OTO/IBUTasl HAIIOJIHEHHYIO KPYXKKY.

— Hy, cripocute nipo Heunctb-To. Cibixaiau, MoJ, Kak OHa TYT JIOTyeT. MoXeT, UcIyraercs
KOJIIyH, IPUTUXHET. Bbl — yesoBek BOEHHBIN, Ha ciayxOe. EMy, 4Jaii, Takoil ©HTEpeC He C pyKH. A
Hallla BECTOYKa TEM BPEMEHEM JIOWJET /10 KOTro HaJlo.

— He 3Hato, He 3Ha10, — npoTsaHy1 CUIMOH, He peliasich HalpsMYI0 OTKa3aTh CTAPOCTE.

Cas3bIBaThCS C KOJJIYHOM €My He XOTeslock. PaccrienoBarh Takue ciyyau — A€o KOJUIETMU
MaroB, a He BOCHHBIX KypbepoB. TyT MEUOM Jiesly He MOMOXKeIllb, Oy/Ib Thl XOTh MEPBHIM KJIMHKOM
KoposieBcTBa. C Ipyroil CTOpOHbI, IPUHSIIA €0 B JIEPEBHE XOPOIIO, MO BceM MpaBwiam. OTKa3aTb
X03s5ieBaM B MpochOe — oouaeTs. Tem Oosee YTo OHa Ha MepBbIi B3I MycTsakoBast. [IpocTto cxoauTh
K Mary, oroBoputb ¢ HuM. Ho 11ej10 B TOM, 4TO HE Mar To — KOJIIyH.

— IIpocro noroBopute ¢ HUM, rocnogiH CUrMOH, — He OTcTaBal crapocta. — He oOumut ox
Bac, 3a00UTCH BOEHHBIX.

— OOuaUT! — BBIIOXHYJ KYypbep U pacipaBll IJIEUr, IOKa3bIBasi, YTO IJIEBAT OH Ha BCEX KOJI-
IYHOB KOpoJsieBcTBa. Pazom.

— 41 x roBopio, uTo 3a60MTCS, — IoAXBaTUI [1OTTOH.

— He B aTOM J1€710, MI0OE3HBIN cTapocTa, — 0To3Basicss CUIMOH, KaJies, 9TO K JBaIaT! TofaM
TaK 1 He 003aBeJIicsl yCaMu, KOTOPbIe MOKHO JIMXO MOAKPYTUTh. — $1 Ha ciryskx0e. TOporutioch ¢ makeTom
B [lacam u 3aepkuBaThCs B IyTU MHE HETTO3BOJIMTENIBHO.

— A BBI U HE 3aJiepKUTECH, rocrioguH BoeHHbI. TyT no [lacama pykoil nogats. Bl e cHauana
yepe3 Mubep xotenu exaTh? A IOTOM K HaM cBepHy/? Bee BepHo. Ha 1Ba iHs1 paHbItie oOepeTech.
41 Bam KapTeiiky Hauepuy, He OIUOETeCh.

— Hy, He 3na0. — CUrMOH NOKayasl rojoBOW, HauMHAsl KajeTh, YTO CBEPHYJ K JIepEeBHE. —
Hanexo s 10 KonayHa?

— Jla TYyTOUKM OH, pAABIIKOM. Bepxom 0 ero goma ObicTpo odepHerech. Tyaa u o6paTtHO —
K 00e/ly ynpaBHUTECh.

— K obeny? — nepecripocuit Kypbep, BCe ellie He pelasich 0TKa3arh.

— Kak ectpb k 00emy. OTKyIIaem Bce BMeCTe, a IIOTOM BbI CIIOKOWHO oTnpaButech B [Tacam. U
BOT YTO, TOCTIOAWH BOSHHBIM. . .

Crapocra TsKeI0 MOAHSUICS U3-3a CTOJIA, ONMPAsCh HA IVIAJKO BBICTPYIaHHYIO CTOJICIIHUILY
00erMH pyKaMH.

— Bor uto. [laBaiiTe-Kka NepeHOUylTe y MEHs1, TOCIIOIMH BOEHHBI. BOH YK M COJHBILLIKO CEJo.
A yTpoMm, Ha CBEXKYIO T0JIOBY, U IOTOBOPUM O JIEJIE.

— Uner, — 6picTpo coracuiicsi CUTMOH, pacCUuThIBast, YTO 32 HOYb MPUAYMAET, KaK BEXKJIMBO
OTKa3aTh CTApPOCTE.

— Houesars e Oynere? Mory 31ech, B TOPHUIIE TIPSIMO TIOCTETUTh, Y TIEUH.
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— 51 Gyny crath psIOM ¢ MOMM KOHEM, — ropsio 3asiBuil CUrMOH, pUnoMuHasi pacckasel Tpe-
ropa. — ['ne ou?

— A B capae, TaM U MOs cMBKa cTouT. YTo Xk, ceituac jeto, Terno. Cpasy BUIHO HACTOSILETO
BOEHHOTO — OT O0EBOr0 TOBAPHIIA HU HA IIIar.

Kypbep nogHsuicst u3-3a crona, crapasch COXpaHUTb ropaylo ocaHky. CiioBa CTapocThl eMy
noHpaBwiIrck. OH, B 00IIEM-TO, UMEJT B BULY BOBCE HE 3TO, HO U TaK XOPOIIIO MOITyYHIIOCH.

— Kyna untn? — cipocusn CUrMoH U 4yTh nokauHyJicsl. Bo Bcem Tese ontymanach npusTHas
TSKECTb, TOJIOBA HEMHOTO Kpyskuiiack. [TMBO Oka3anock TOOPHIM — MATKUM M KPEKUM.

— Jla 3a ABepbio cpasy HajleBO, TaM KoHIHSA. W BOT eme yto. Exenn cobeperech Ha ABOD,
TOCIIOJVH BOGHHBIN, TaK JIydllle WANUTE HA OTOPO/, 32 OBUH. TaM BCEro criogpyyHen.

CUrMOH KMBHYJI U HallpaBWJICS K JIBEPU, UyBCTBYs, YTO 3a OBUH €My HaJI0 IPSMO cenyac.

%k % %

Bce okazanock UMEHHO Tak, Kak OH cede MpeAcTaBisil. bosbIioi capaii, nepeeanHbli Mo
KOHIOIITHIO, TUXOE MOcarbIBaHKe JOMae, KOJIKOe cyXxoe ceHo. .. Yl TomutensHoe oxuaanre. CUrMoH
KJal, HalesyIcs M BCe ke, KOTJia CKPUITHYJIA IBEph capasi, He Cpa3y MOBEPWII, YTO 3TO MPOUCXOAUT
Ha CaMoM JieJie.

OH 3aBopouavicsi, pazdpaceiBasi cyxoe ceHo, u cen. OHa nogonuia omike. CBeTIbie BOJIOCHI
ObLI paCITyIIeHbl U CTETWINCH TIO IJIeYaM, KaKk peKka Msrdaiiiero menka. Kypeep npurnomHsiics,
YyBCTBYS, KaK cepille BbIaso 6apabaHHyIO IpoOb, — 10Yb CTApOCThl Bee-Taku mpunuia. Cama. K
Hemy. B pacrmaxHyTyio IBepb SIPKO CBETWJIA JIyHA, 3aJMBasi capaid MOJOYHBIM CBETOM, U CHITYST
AEBYIIKH Ka3aJicsl BHIPE3aHHBIM U3 YyepHOi Oymaru. [IpekpacHbIil CHITyST, TaKOW ONMM3KHIA U jKeJlaH-
HBIH. ..

— CHUrmoH, — IIernHya OHa, OMyCKasiCh Ha CEHO.

Kypbep notsHyscst K Hell, OOHsUI, JKaJHO MPUKAI K cede, jKeJlasi CIUThCS B OJHO 1IeJioe, He
YIIYCTUTh HU €IMHOTO MTHOBEHU S HacTaxJeHus1. ['010Ba IeByIIIKY 3apOKUHY/IACh, JIyHa BBICBETHIA
ee mpouib, CIeNIaB ero OeJOCHEKHBIM, KaK y MpaMOpHOro u3Basiaust. OHa MpUKpbLIA TJ1a3a v MOTsI-
HyJIach Ty0aMu K JIMITy Kypbepa — poOKo, He Hajiesich Ha oTBeT. CUTMOH He BbIIEPKaJl U BIWJICS B
ee ycra, prKiMas K cede TIoJaTIMBOe U TeIIoe, Kak MyXoBas epuHa, Teso. [eByIka B31poruya,
o0XBaTHJIa pyKaMH €ro TJIeYd U MATKO, HO HACTOMYMBO TMOTSIHY/Ia Ha ceOsl. ..

OHa okazajach COBCEM HE TaKOM, KaK Te TOPOJCKHE JEBUIIbI, C KOTOppIMU CUTMOH BECEJIO
npoBonu1 BpeMsi. Ee Teso ObII0 o-KpecTbsIHCKH KPEMKUM, TUIOTHBIM U B TO K€ BPeMsI OIATJIMBBIM.
Oma Tasiia B €ro pykax, Bcs, 0e3 ocTaTka, OT/AaBasich JlacKkam roctsi. Hukakux 3atei, Bce MpocTo u
€CTECTBEHHO, 10-100pOMY MPOBUHIINAIBHO, TaK, KAK OHO U JIOJKHO ObITh. U Tak ObL10.

[Nozxe, MHOTO TO3ke, JIeka Ha ceHe, MaxHyIEeM JIYTOBBIMU TpaBaMu, M CJIyIlasi THXOe COorle-
HUe Jomaeid, CUrMoH cooOpasml, 4To He 3HaeT, Kak ee 30ByT. EMy cenanoch CTpaIHo HEeJIOBKO.
OH normeBenuIcs, U IeByIIKa MOAHs1Ia rooBy. CUTMOH MPOTSIHY PYKY M BHITAIIWI JUIMHHYIO COJO-
MUHKY U3 pacIyIleHHBIX MIIEHUYHBIX BOJIOC.

— Kakoii ThI CUIIbHBIN, — IPOIIENTaNa OHA U TIPOBEJIA JIQJ0HBIO 110 BCIIOTEBIIIEH IPyIu Kypbepa. —
W xpaOpblid.

— Tyt xpabpoctu He Hao, — 0To3Bajicsi CUTMOH M CMYIIIEHHO KalllIsHY/I.

— Orerr ckazai, 4To THI MOE/IEIIb 3aBTPa K KOIAyHY. HUKTO M3 HaIMX He moimes, Bce OOsATCs.
Tol XpaOpbIii.

—4... — Curmon 3amsuics U cHoBa Kauutsuyi. — da. [Toeny.

— CurmoH, — npolienTaia oHa, OOHUMas ero MHUpoKue 1miedd. — CUrMoH. ..

Kypbep HaBanuiicst Ha Hee, oOHMUMast. OHa MaxJia TPaBoOW M MOJIOKOM, U 3TOT 3alax CBOIMII €r0
C yMa. 3apbIBIIKCH JIMLIOM B €€ BOJIOCHI, OH MOyMAJI: IIoueMy Obl HeT?

— Kak, — mpormenitan oH, — Kak 1eOst 30ByT?
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— Nma. MoxHo nipocto Minika.

— Nka.

— Curmos. ...

X ryObl BCTPETHITUCH, M KYphep TYT ke 103a0bLT U O KOJIIyHE, M O CBOeM obOeranuu. [jist Hero
HE CYIIIECTBOBAJIO HUYETr0, KpOME JEBUYbEro TeJa, MAXHYIIEro TPABOKM U MAPHBIM MOJIOKOM. . .

[IpocHyJicst OH ¢ IepBBIMU JIy4aMU COJTHIIA. [JOBOJIBHO MOTSIHYBIINCH, Kypbep MOIHST TOJIOBY.
Psinom HUKOTO He OBUIO, U TOJIHKO PA3BOPOIIEHHOE CEHO HATTOMUHAJIO O TOM, YTO HOYBIO TOCTS MOCe-
I11aJ1a MpeKpacHas xo3sika qoma. CUrMOH NMPUIIOAHSICS, OCMOTPEJICS U C JOBOJIbHBIM CTOHOM TIOBa-
muscst oopatHo. UyBCTBOBaJT OH cedsl IPeKpacHO, HECMOTPsI Ha TO UTO He Bhicnasics. [lepeBHsl, Kpe-
CThSTHOUKA C TOIYObIMH TJIa3aMU, CEHOBAII. .. OnpeieNieHHO, B )KU3HU Kypbepa €CTh CBOU MPEJIECTH.
CUrmMoH NOTSHYJICS, CIaKO 3eBHYI. [leHb HAYMHAJICSI OTMEHHO.

— Orei! — TOHECA0Ch CHAPY:XU. — [ OCIIONVH BOEHHBIN !

CUTrMOH BCKOYMJI, TIOIXBATHJI IIITAaHBI M 3apbIral HA OMHON HOTe, MBITasiCh BTUCHYTH JPYTYIO
B TeCHyI0 mtanuHy. ['oioc nmpuHaanexan crapocre, oty Wimku, u Kypbepy He XOTeJI0Ch, YTOOBI €ro
MIPUXBATUJIM B capae cO CIYIIEHHBIMU MOpTKaMu. O TOM, Kak He3a/1a4/IMBbIX JTIOOOBHUKOB KPECThsIHE
MOTYEBATH JPEKOIbEM, OH TOXKE CIIbIIIIA.

— I'ocionuH BoeHHBIH !

— Wny! — 3aopan CurmoH, HatsiruBasi Kam30i1. — ay!

Crapocra % Jaj cHapyXu. ['0cTh BbIBAJIMIICS U3 capasi, pacTperaHHbIi, C COTOMUHKAaMH B BOJIO-
cax, HO [ToTToH TONBKO YXMBUTBHYJICS. Kypbep, 03a00UeHHBIN TeM, KaK COXPAaHUTh COJIMIHBIN BUJI,
storo He 3ametwil. [Ipurnaaus Bosnockl, CUrMoH otkanuisuics. [ToTom nonpaBui nosic, MepeBssb C
KaBaJICpUICKOM cadiiel, OepHyI KaM30JI M PEIIII, YTO BBITJISIIUT BIIOJTHE MPHJIMYHO.

— Kak cnanocs? — cripocui crapocra.

— bnarogapio, 0oTMEHHO, — BEXJUBO OTBETHJI CUTMOH.

— IIpomy k cromy. IlozaBTpakaiite ¢ HaMu nepes JOPOKKOIL.

— Koneuno. Ho He paHo nu eme?

— B cammiit pa3. Hapon yxe Ha padoty notsHysics. OTKyIainTe ¢ HaMu, a TIOTOM MOXHO U €XaTb
K KOJIJIyHY.

— K konayHy? — nepecnpocuil Kypbep.

— A 10 Kak xe. [TomHUTe Halll BYEpaITHUIA pa3roBop?

— [TomHI0, — KUBHYJ Kypbep, XOTsI COBEPILIEHHO 3a0bL1 0 mpockde [ToTToHa.

Exarp He xotenock. Hactpoenue cpa3y rcnoptuiioch, 1 CUrMOHY OTYasHHO 3aXOTeNIOCh BCKO-
YHUTh HA YparaHa u aathb aepy. Beab on Huuero ve odeman! Codupacs TOIbKO MOxyMaTh HaJl pe[-
JIO’KEHHEM 1 OOCYAUThH €ro C yTpa, Ha CBEXKYIO TOJIOBY.

Crapocrta Mouat, BBDKHJIAIONIE CMOTPEJ Ha TOCTS U a1 oTBeTa. Ycbl [IoTToHa BOMHCTBEHHO
TOMOPIIMINCD, a Ha JIOy SIBCTBEHHO MPOCTYIIIM MOPIIMHBL. OTCTyNaTh OH HE COOMpPAJICS.

CUrMoHy ke BCIIOMHIJICS ’KapKuii menoT MImku, Kak oHa Ha3biBasia XpaOpbIM U CUJIBHBIM. BoT
eii-To oH obermnas, yto noenet. M ecim ceffuac OTKaXeTcsi OT CBOMX CJIOB... Kypbep momMopimics.
Her. 910 He peno. BormHBI BTOPOro MexXoTHOro Moska He otcTynaioT. Comuary TpyCUTb Helb3sl U TeM
OoJiee IO30pUTHCA TIepet 1aMoi. A XOTb Obl U KpecThstHKON. YUTo oHa 3anoMHuT? Cragkyio HOYb?
BoBce Her, OHa 3aNIOMHUT yTpeHHee OercTBo Kapajiepa. Hukak He BO3MOXHO.

CurmoH pacrpaBu Iieyr, HaOpaJ MOJHYIO TPYAb BO3/AyXa U CHOBA TMOKaJIes O TOM, YTO Y HEro
HET YCOB.

— Pazymeercs, — BbIIOXHYI OH. — CHauasa 3aBTpak — MOTOM Toe3Ka. Ha ronogHslil sxemyaok
C KOJI/IyHaMHU Pa3roBapuBaTh HECTIOAPYYHO.

— Camo co06oit, — nogxsatiii [IOTTOH M CHOBA YXMBUIBHYJICS B YCBI. — [IpoIily rocroiuH BoeH-
HBI, 32 MHOU. 3aBTpaK kJIeT.
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Jopora k oMy KOJIIyHa IIJJa MEMO Tojiedd. OTshkeNIeBIMid OT OOMIIBHOTO 3aBTpaka, OoJbIle
HAIOMUHABIIIETO NMPa3IHUYHbINA 001, CUTMOH MOKAUYMBAJICS B CeJIjIe U JIGHMBO MTOCMATPUBAJI IO CTO-
poHam. 1o Bcemy BBIXOAMIIO: HYKHO TIOTOpAIIMBAThCs, YTOOBI TIOce oOena BbiexaTh B [lacam, HO
CIIEIINUTh HE XOTEJI0Ch. MUpHBIN AEPEBEHCKUI MEN3aX yCIOKauBall, a MEPHOE NTOKAaYMBAHUE B CeJlIe
yOaiokuBaso. B Bo3ayxe pazimBaics apoMar CBEKECKOIIEHHOH MOYTpPy TpaBbl, OKpyra Abliiajia Ona-
rocTeio... M HamomMuHaa o JeTcTBe.

CurMoH XOpoII0 3HAJT TAKKE IEPEBEHBKH, T1€ )KUTEU POCTHI, TPYAOTIOOUBLI U HE JTIOOST JIUIII-
Heit cyethl. Oten Curmona, TaH jia Tolis, Bajies TpeMsi MogqoOHbIMU AepeByikaMu, 1 CUTMOH, e/TUH-
CTBEHHBIN PeOEHOK B CEMbE, YacTo cOerai U3 moMecTbsl B Onvkaiiinyio. OH MpearnoynTan urparh ¢
JepPEeBEHCKUMU pedsATaMH, a He CUIETh B JAYIITHOM 3aJie 32 KHUraMu. MaryIke 3T0 He HpaBUJIOCh, a
BOT OTel] — HIMPOKOIUIEUNi JOOPOIYIIHbIA BEJMKAH C YePHON I'PHUBOI BOJIOC — BCeraa ObUT HA €ro
cropoHe. 1o OblI0 yyaecHoe Bpems. Ho korma CUrMOHY MCTIONMHUIIOCH IBEHALATh, OTEIl yMep OT
muxopanku. Micyax oH ObICTpO, 3a HecKonbKo aHel. Crepyromupe nsth jgeT CUTMOH He OTXOAWI OT
Marepu. Hu Ha oivH ieHb He oTuTyvasicsl U3 IOMECThs, He peliasich paccratbes ¢ Mupangon sa Toiis,
MOJABJIEHHOM CMEPThIO CYIpyra, HO HECJIOMJIEHHOM.

C s1oro Bpemenn CUrmMoH 3acein 3a yueOy, BHINONHsAS yKa3aHusl marymku. OH Haydwsics
YUTATh U MIHCATh, TPOYUTAIT BCe KHUTH B IOMAIITHEH OMOIMOTEeKe, COOpaHHOM ellie AeIoM, M HaBceria
BITIOOWJICS] B BOGHHOE JIEJI0, U3YUEHHOE I10 jiecsiTKaM KHUT. CTaTh OpaBbIM BOMHOM, C/IENIaTh Kapbepy
B apMHHU — 3TO CTAJIO MPEAETIOM MeuTaHuid Mosioztoro Tana. CyapOa 3emiieBaiesblia He prBJieKasa
ero. Jla ¥ Kak MOXeT IPUBJIEYb YUeT JOXOIOB M PACXOOB IOHOIIY, J€Hb U HOUb MAIIyIIEero CTapbiM
nenoBCKUM MedoM? 30B OOeBBIX TPyO, KaBaJepHiicKas aTaka, ocajga ropoJoB — BOT O YeM Tpe3ul
Curmon. U 310 crano tparenueit. [lapeHek u3 3aX0yCTHOTO MOMECThSI, BHIPOCIIUI MOl HA30POM
MaTepH, He MOT PAaCCUMTHIBATh HA Kaphepy BOeHHOro. HaeMHUK, comar — BOT U BCe, UTO eMy ObLIO
nocTynHo. BpaBble KarmuTaHbl, CypoBbIe MOJIKOBO/IIbI, MAPIIAIbl — BCE OHHU C JIETCTBA TOTOBMIIUCH K
Kapbepe. BoeHHble IMHACTUY, TIe BHYK MOBTOPSUI Iy Th Jiefa, He ObUTH PEAKOCTBIO, K TOMY ke 00JIb-
IIIMHCTBO BOEHHBIX 00JIa/1a/I BHICOKMMU TUTYJIaMU, Oy/lyuH HaCJIeIHUKaMU 3HATHBIX poyioB. B aTom
MUpe MaJIbYUIIKE U3 TUXOTO JePEBEHCKOTO YIrojiKa MecTa He ObLIO.

INo Beuepam, Bopodasich B X0JI0AHOM noctenr, CUTMOH MeuTall O BOGHHBIX MOJBUrax, O Mac-
MTaOHBIX OaTayMsaX, O Ke3Je MOJIKOBOALA. .. A JHEeM, BUJIsd, YTO B BOJIOCAX MaTepH MpUOABHIIOCH
CelIbIX BOJIOC, KJIsiics ce0e, UTo He ocTaBuT ee. Hukorma.

Mupanza na Toiist nmponepxaiach nsth jeT. Ho Bce e Tak ¥ He CMOTIJIa CMUPUTBCS C TIOTepeit
Myxka. OHa THXO CTasla, KaK CBeya, U OTOIIa B MUP MHOW BO CHE, POBHO 4epe3 TpH JHs TOcie
ceMHaIaTHIeTHs chiHa. CUrMoH ObLT Oe3yTerieH. Bech creayomuii MecsIl OH HU ¢ KeM He pa3roBa-
pUBaJI, 3aMKHYJICSA, CTaT n30erarh Jmofaei. Bce qHU MpoBoqu B OUOIHOTEKe, JIUCTast CTapble KHUTH,
MIBITASICHh 3a0BITHCS M 3aTEPATH CBOE TOpe CpeAr MpUAyMaHHbIX uctopuil. [Totom OH ompaBuiics OT
yZapa 1 Bce e B3sUICs 3a Aena uMenus. Ho yepes nonrona, BECHOM, OH PUHSUT pellieHne, N3MEHUB-
I11ee ero KU3Hb.

OH HHKOrIa He XOTes ObITh 3eMJIEBJIaIeTIbIIEM, COOMPAIOIIMM JIaHb C MEJIKHX JAEPEBYIIIEK — I7e
MeJsIKaMu, a e U nmpoBuanToM. CUrMOHa MaHWIM TOPO[a, JIIOAHBIE, IIIyMHbIE, IJie MOKHO BCTpe-
TUTh W PBIIIAPEN, M MaroB, U CTapbIX BOSIK, M IPEKPACHBIX JIeB. [lepeBHs onocThuieNia eMy, Bhesach
B MEYEHKH, ¥ OH TOCKOBAJI TaK, KaK MOXET TOCKOBaTh TOJBKO MOJIONOM MapeHb, 3alepThiil B YEThI-
PEeX CTeHaX U BIHYKAEHHBIN TPOCMATpPUBaTh OyXrajitepckue KHUTU. [loMecTbe MpeaCTaBisiiioch eMy
MBUIHOM U AYIIHOM JIOBYILIKOW, CKJIENIOM, IJIe XOPOILIO ropeBaTh MO YIIEALUIMM POAUTENSAM, HO HE
*uTh. Kaxknas Bemip B JoMe HallOMHUHAIA eMy 00 OTLie Win 0 MaTepu. CUTMOH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO €IIe
MOJITOJa TAKOW CEPOM JKM3HU CPer OCKOJIKOB IMPOIILJIOr0, U OH couieT ¢ yma. [loatomy ogHa bl
MapTOBCKHMM JIHEM, XOJIOAHBIM U CHIPBIM, OH CTaJl COOMPAThCs B AOPOTY.

12



P. AdanacreB. «3HaK 9ygoBUIIA»

[TomecTbe octaBui Ha yripasisoliero — Jlura Muepca, ciykuBlLero eme ero oruy. Jurt, 3ame-
HuBimi CUTMOHY Jiefa, TIOOWI ChiHA XO35IMHA, KaK POJHOrO BHYKa. Y camoro Muepca He ObUTO HU
JKEHbI, HU JIETEH, TaK YK CIOXUIach ero kusHb. [lostomy, korga CUrMOH cka3asl eMy, 4TO OCTaBJIsIeT
nomectbe, Aut 3arakai. [Torom oOHsIT MOJIOOTO X03MHA U TIOIIEN CeJIaTh KOHS. YIPaBIsIOIIUil
MOHMMAJT, TIOYEeMy Ye3KaeT TaH, M He yroBapuBaJl ocTarhcsl. TOIbKO MOMPOCHII ero 00s13aTeIbHO Bep-
HyTbcsl. CUrMOH oOeralt.

Uepes 1Ba JHs OH ObLT yKe Ha MyTH, BeAyieM B Bent, cromuiry FOxkHoro reprorcra. XoTs
ero MoOMecThe M pacroiarajoch B 3amagHoM, 10 BenTta Oputo He Tak yx gajneko. Ho u He Onusko.
Kak pa3 poctaTouHo Aj1s1 Toro, 4to0Obl He cOexaTh HOUbIO JOMOM, MOAIABIINCH UCKYILIEHUIO TOKUHYTh
apMeickylo xu3Hb. Kpome toro, B Benre xui crapeiii 3Hakombiil [Iuta — koHtommii bepuem. OH
TMIePENMCHIBAJICS C YIPABJISIONIMM U ObUT B Kypce Oefl, TOCTUTIINX ceMblo J1a Tois. Y Hero CUrMOH U
ocra”HoBuJics. Ha cuactbe, bepHem okasasicsi 3Hakom ¢ KoHomuM rpada Tuddepa, KoMaHAYOIIEro
BTOPBIM MEXOTHBIM MOJKOM. OT Hero-to CUTMOH U y3HaJl 0 HaOope B KOPITYC KaJeTOB U SIBUJICS Ha
komuccuio. FOHole cHOBa MOBE3JI0 — OH OYYTHJICS B HY’KHOM MECTE B HY’)KHOE BpEMSI.

Kaperckwuii kopryc, 3atest rpacda Tuddepa, Obu1 peaHa3HAYEH Kak pa3 sl MIMEBIIMX o0pa-
30BaHME OTIPBICKOB HEOOraThIX, HE OYEHb 3HATHBIX ceMeil. s Takux, Kak CUrMOH. ApMencKUM
ocuLiepamM HYXHBI TOJIKOBbIE OPIMHAPIIBL, TIOAPYYHBIE, Kypbephl, IPUYEM TAKUE, YTO pa3OUpaIoTCs B
BOEGHHOM Jiefie. JIepeBeHCKHX U TIPOCTOIONUHOB 3a0Mpali B COJIATHI, 3HATH IIUIA CYKHUTh Ha 3apa-
Hee BHITOProBaHHBIE MECTa, a BOT COOOPa3UTEIbHON U paCTOPOITHOM MOJIOfIekH He XBataio. U rpad
Tudpep pemmn ee BocuTaTh.

CurmMoH ObUI MIPUHSAT B KOPITYC Cpasy Mocje KOMUCCUHU. 3I0POBbE y HEro ObLJI0 OTMEHHOE,
oOpazoBanue noaxofsiiee. Kpome toro, oH ObUT cCOOOpa3uTesIeH M CTPACTHO XKeJal CTaTh BOCHHBIM.
OH npuiesncs B caMblil pa3 il KaIETCKOro KOpIlyca, Kak KJIMHOK K HOKHaM, CAEIaHHbIM Ha 3aKa3.

Tpu roga nponerenu He3ameTHO. CUIMOH NOAPYKWIICS C TAKMMU K€ CHIHOBbSIMHM TaHOB, Kak
U OH, NMOXWI B Ka3apMme. Ero BBIMyIITpOBaiM M HaTacKajli B BOEHHOM Jejie. 3aMeTUB, YTO MapeHb
XOPOIIIO JIATUT C JIOIIAIbMH U JTIOOUT Iy TelIeCTBOBATH, €r0 MepeBeNu B Kypbepbl. CUTMOH ObLIT 3TOMY
pan.

Bce 310 Bpems oH nepenuceiBasics ¢ Jutom. [lena fomMa 1M HEIUIOXO — YIPaBJISIOIIUI 3HAI
CBOE JIeJIO U HE MO3BOJISUII XO3SUCTBY pa3BaUThcs. OH €KeMECSYHO MPUChUIAT JEHbIM MOJIOAOMY
XO35IMHY — HEMHOTO, HO JIOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI He rosofats. CUrMOHY HpaBUJIACh HOBAsl ’KU3Hb, U OH
MOKa He cOOMpAJICS BO3BpAIIAaThCsl. XOTe I OH JIUIIb OJHOTO, YTOOBI €ro MepeBey U3 KaJeToB B AeH-
CTBUTEJIbHBIE KYPhepbl BTOPOTO MEXOTHOT'O MoKa. TOBKO TOr/Ia OH MOMy4rI Obl IPABO HA3bIBATHCS
BoeHHbIM. 11 HocuTh popmy. U BOT Hezemo Ha3a ] eMy HaKOHEI-TO NOPYYMIIM 3aJaHue — JOCTaBUTh
nakeT B rapHu3oH [lacama. D1o Obl1a MpeKpacHast BOBMOKHOCTB MOKa3aTh celsl B Jiene.

[TpunomHUB 0 MOpyUYeHUH, Kyphep B310XHYI. Ha camoM ziene oH ObUT HE TIpoYb OpOCHUTH TITy-
IyI0 3aTel0 ¢ KOJYHOM U oTnpaBuThes B [lacam. Ho orcTynaTth He X0Tesnoch — ¢ MOJIOBUHBI JOPOTU
He NoBopaunBaioT. Tem Oosee uTo OHa, Cy/s MO BCeMY, TOAXOIMIIA K KOHILY: JaBHO YK BeJia 10 Jiecy
U Terepb OOJIbIlle HATTOMUHAJIA HEXOKEHYIO TPOITY.

Jla Toiis cTan o apIBaThCs, TPEBOXKACH, HE MPOIYCTUII JIU HYKHbI noBopoT. Ho Bpone ux
OBITH HE TOJKHO, [TOTTOH rOBOPHII, UTO JOpOTa BhIBEAET K oMY KoJayHa. OH NOIXJIeCTHYN YparaHa,
KOHb OOMKEHHO (DBIPKHYJI, HO TIOIIeN ObICTpee.

Bckope CurmMoH yBHIET HEBBICOKHMI 3a00p M3 KaMHEW, YXOIAIIMN B 3apOCIU OPEUIHUKA, U
OoJibIlIie KOBaHbIE BOPOTA, OIJICTCHHBbIE BLIOHKOM. 3a BOPOTaMU BUIHEJICS Cajl, 3apPOCIINA COPHOM
TPaBOM, a Jayibllie — CTeHa J0Ma, CKPBHITOTO KPOHAMH AUKHX sIONOHb. Kypbep TsKeno B3IOXHYIN U
criernwics. [Topa 610 UCTIONMHATH OOeIaHue.

13



P. AdanacreB. «3HaK 9ygoBUIIA»

Bopota Obli 3anepThl, a Ha €ro OKPUK HUKTO HE OTO3BAJICS. YparaHa MpUIIIOCh OCTaBUTH Y
BXO/1a. YOEIMBIIINCH, YTO jkepedel] KPEnKo MPUBS3aH K PelIeTKe BOPOT, Kypbep Mepeses uepes 3a00p
Y HaIlpaBUJICS K JIOMY.

Cap Boirsizien yxacHo. Korma-to pocKOIIHBIN U yXOXKEHHBIH, Tenepb OH Ka3aJicsl 3a0polieH-
HbM. [lonbiceBlIe, HECMOTpPS Ha JIETO, AEPEBbs, JOPOKKU MOKPBUIUCH JIMCThSIMU; pPacTperaHHble
KYCTBI CPOCJIUCh B IPUYY/AJIMBbIE JJAOMPUHTHI; JTYKAKH 3apOCIT COPHOM TPaBO U OBUIM U3PBITHI KPO-
TOBbMMU HOpamu. CKJIaJpIBaJIOCh BIIEYaTJIEHUE, YTO 37I€Ch IaBHO HUKTO He kuBeT. CUTMOHY CTaJIo
’KyTKOBATO, ¥ OH IMOCIEINI TPOUTU K JOMY.

Crpoenue ObUIO JOBOJIBHO OOJBIIAM: [BA 3TaXKa, BHICOKAsI OCTPOKOHEUHAS! KPBIIIA U IIPOCTOP-
HOE KPbUIbLIO TOBOPHJIM O TOM, YTO Ha €r0 BO3BEJEHUE NTOTPAYEHO MHOI'O CHJI. BOT TOJIBKO BBITIISIIEN
J0M He Jsiydiie cajga. Cepble KaMHH CTEH 3apOC/IM [TIOHU3Y MXOM U NOTEMHENH OT BoAbl. OKHa, y3Kue
Y BBICOKHE, ObUTM 3a0paHbl pa3HOIBETHON Mo3ankoi. Ho oHa 1aBHO BhIrOpesa Ha COJHIIE M TTOKPHI-
nack rps3bio. [1o crenam BWICS TUKUI 3eJIEHBIH TLTION], KAMEHHBIE CTYIIEHbKU KPbLIblia HAYaId KPO-
LIUTBCH, a JOPOKKA, BEdylas K HUM, 3apocia TPABOW.

CurMoH nogymaii, 4To Tak BBIVISAAT I0Ma, [A€ HUKTO He KUBET. OT 9TON MBICIM €My CTajlo
Jierye: BCTpeYaThesi C KOIIYHOM He XoTesock. Het, oH He Oosiyics, HO Bee ke. .. UeM MeHbIIle ¢ HUMU
BCTpeyvaelibesl, TeM Jydiue. OIHO J1e10 — TOPOACKON Mar, U3 TWIIbIMU MaroB, KUBYIIUN B TOpOJE,
cpenu mozaeid. B Bente CUrMoH MX BUEN MPEAOCTATOYHO M JABHO K HUM IPHBBIK. DTO OOBIYHbIC
rOpo’kKaHe: ¥ MMBAa BHINbIOT, U PYTHYTCS, a T€, KTO IOMOJIOXKE, U ClIykaHKy ymuiHyT. Ho coBcem npy-
roe JIeJIo — BOMIIEOHNK, YIQIMBIIAICS Ha OKOM, OTIIETBHUK, HE KeJIAloIUi HUKOTO BUJETh. Y TaKUX
MaroB ObIBaeT He BCE B MOPsAKE ¢ TooBoM. [Ipo HUX paccKas3bIBalOT MHOKECTBO UCTOPHIA, U OOJIb-
IIMHCTBO KOHYAIOTCSI OYeHb HEMPUSATHO Uil CIYYaliHOTO MyTHHUKA, HAPYIIUBILIETO IMOKOH OTIIEINb-
HUKA.

CurmMoHy 3ax0TeJI0Ch Pa3BepPHYThCS M yOPaThCs OJAJIBIIE OT STOro 3a0polieHHoro goMa. Cka-
3aTh CTAPOCTE, UTO TYT JAABHO HUKTO HE KUBET, OTHpaBuThcs B [lacam u HaBcerga 3a0bITh 00 3TOM
ucropuu. OH Aaxe OCTAHOBWIICS U B3IJISIHYJ Ha COJIHIIE, TIPUKU/IBIBAS, YCIIEET BEPHYThCS K 00emy
WM HeT.

B 3TOT MOMEHT [1epeBsHHBIE CTBOPKHU JBEPEN paClaxHY/INUCh, U Ha KPbUIbLIO U3 TEMHOI'O IPOEMa
marHyJ yesnoek. CUrMOH Tofiasicsi Ha3al, TIOJIOKUI PYKY Ha PyKOSITh cablu 1 3amep.

Ha KkpbLiibIie CTOsuT Mar — B 5TOM COMHEHUH He ObLJI0, HHKEM MHBIM XO35IMH JIOMa ¥ He MOT OBbITb.
[TpaBna, oH GoJbIIIe ObLT OXO0XK Ha OYJIOUHUKA: HEBBICOKUH, TUIOTHBIN, C HAMEUAIOIIMCS OPIOIITKOM.
Ho ero rnasa, TeMHble, IOUYTH YepHBIE, CMOTPEJH TaK, CJIOBHO TOTOBMJIMCH IIPOH3UTh COOECETHHKA.
Tak, Kak CMOTPST IJ1a3a MaroB. A B OCTaJIbHOM 3TO ObLT OOBIYHBIH CTAPUK: KOITHA CE/IBIX BOJIOC PACCHI-
TaHa 110 IIeyaMm, pacTpenanHas 6opoaa cBrcaer jio nosica. Oner mar ObUT B cepblid 0aTaxoH, TIOKPhI-
TBHIW CaJIbHBIMU MsATHAMU. HeonpsiTHbINA, HeyXOkeHHbIN cTapuK. CUTMOHY OH Cpa3y He MOHPaBUJICS
— C IIEpBOTO B3MVISAA.

JITMHHBINA KPIOYKOBATHIM HOC XO35IMHA JJOMa YKa3blBajl TOYHO Ha Kypbepa, CJIOBHO Mar Mpuiie-
muBasicss. CUTMOH MOYYBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 HEYIOTHO U 3aMsUICS, HE 3Hasl, UTO cKa3ath. [lay3a 3aTsHyaach
10 HETIPUJINYMS, ¥ TOTJa XO35IMH NIEPBBIM HApYyILLIWJI MOJTYAHME.

— 3IpaBCTBYH, rOCTh, — CKa3al OH. — YTo npuseno Teds Ko MHe?

— 3papaBcTByH, mar. § 31ech poe3IoM, HO y MeHS eCTh K TeOe pa3roBop.

— PasroBop? — Mar BckuHyn rycreie 6poBu. — Hy uTo %, B Takom ciydae npoxoau. Heuacto
KO MHE 3aXOJSIT B TOCTU C pa3rOBOPaMHU.

OTcTynuB B CTOPOHY, Mar MOMaHWI roctsi pykoid. CUTMOH, Ha CEKyH[y 3aMellIKaBIIUCh, MO/I-
HSUJICS 110 KPOIIAIIKMMCS KAMEHHBIM CTYTICHSIM.
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— 3axonu, — IpUIJIacUl XO35IMH, YKa3biBasi HA TeMHbIN mTpoeM. — [lo3aBTpakaeM. 3a cTonom
pasroBapuBaeTCcs JIydllie BCEro.

Ot Mara pa3uiio oToM, JIYKOM M I'psi3HbIM OenbeM. [Toxoxke, OH He criemut 3a coOoid, a mo3a-
O0TUTBCSL 0 HeM ObUTO HeKoMy. Kypbep HepeluTenbHO TIISIHY/ Ha TEMHBIA POeM, — OTTyJa Heclo
XOJIOJIOM M TUIECEHBI0, KaK M3 CKJIeNa, — ¥ TIOyMaJl, 4TO B Ipyroe Bpemsi OH Obl ¥ OJIM3KO He MOI0IIeT
K 9TOMY JIOMY.

Mar, Bujis 3aMemarebCTBO TOCTS, MOKaJ TUIeYaMHy U Toles B TeMHOTY. [lepecTynus nopor,
OH IIIEJIKHYJ NayibliaMi — 1 CUTMOH 4yTh He BCKPUKHYJI: B TEMHOTE Pa30M 3aKIJIUCh JECATOK CBEYeH,
OCBETHUB JUTMHHBIA KOPUIOP C MHOKECTBOM JIBEPEH.

— Ecin xouen» moroBopuTh CO MHOM, — TUXO MTPOU3HEC Mar, — UM CJEOM.

W oH noren Bepes, Aaxe He 00EpHYBILIUCh, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH: UET 32 HUM TOCTh MJIA HET.
CurmoH cxaJj 3yObl ¥ IEPECTYIIIT TIOPOT, KJISIHSICh, YTO OOJIbIlle HUKOTA He TIONaAeTCsl B JIOBYILKY
royObIx ra3. Hukorna v HUKOMY OH He OyAeT Hu4ero ooemarb Ho4blo, B mocteu. Hukorpa.

Kopunop okazasicst ATMHHBIM U y3KUM, Kak HOpa 3Mer. CUTMOH aKKypaTHO CTYIaJl 10 CKpU-
MAIMM I0CKaM, CTapasich He YIMYCTHTh M3 BUIY CrOpOJIeHHYI0 CriiHy mara. EMy Obl He XOTesnoch
OCTaTbCsl OHOMY B 3TOM Kopuaope. Hu 3a uyto. 3a TO Bpems, MOKa OHM IUIM, Kypbep YCIen
MOKPBITHCS XOJIOMHBIM TIOTOM: €My 4yAMJIOCh, YTO B CITUHY KTO-TO CMOTPHT, & CTEHBI KOPUIOpa Me[I-
JIEHHO CIIBUTAIOTCSI, HOPOBSI pa3IaBUTh HE3BaHOTO rocTs. [ToaTomy, Korja Briepeiy oKa3anach 00Jb-
mast ;yooBast aBepb, CUIMOH 00JIErYeHHO B3[I0XHYII.

Mar rnipuBesn ero B OOJIBIIYI0 KOMHATY C BHICOKMM MOTOJIKOM. B 1IeHTpe pacnonoxuiics AauH-
HBI gomareiil cton. Ha Hem crostmi Gosbiiivie OpOH30BbIE MOACBEYHHUKH, Tapa MYCTHIX TIMHSIHBIX
TapeJioK, ¥ TIOTOMY Kypbep PelIny, 4To 3T0 crosoBasi. OHa OblTa MoJ CTaTh JAOMY: B YINIy 3usija
YyepHasi acTh MOTYXILEro KaMHUHa, y3KMe OKHA 3aHABEIIeHbI TSKEIBIMU JIMJIOBBIMH IIITOPAMU — CTa-
PbIMU, TPOEICHHBIMHA MOJIBIO B IeCSITKaX MecT. OCMOTPEBIIIUChH, Kyphep 3aMETHJI, UTO Ha MOJTy Koe-
I71e JISKUT MYCOD, YIJIbI 3aTSHYTHI TAYTUHOM, a IepPeBsSHHbIC MKa(UMKH, pACCTaBJICHHBIE BIIOJb CTEH,
TPOHYTHI TUIeceHbl0. OH TOIyMaJl, 4TO JJOM OY€Hb ITOXOXK Ha CBOETO XO3MHA: TAKOU K€ I'PS3HBIN U
3anyieHHbI. [Toxoxe, Mary Bce paBHO, KaK BBIIJISIIUT U Tjie kuBeT. HaBepHsKa mpoBOOUT BCe CBOE
BpeMsl B OMOIMOTEKe, POSICh B MBUILHBIX (POIMAHTAX M COCTABJISASI HOBBIE 3aKJIMHAHUS.

— Camycsp, — ckazaj Mar, yKa3biBasi Ha CTYJI C BBICOKOW CIIMHKOM, CTOSIBILIMIA BO IJIaBe CTONA. —
Byne monm rocrem.

CurMoH nocyynrHo ycencsi Ha cTy/1. TOT aJoOHO CKPUITHYI, U Kypbep 3aMep, Oracasich, YTo
ApeBHsIsl IepeBsIIKa pacchIuieTcs: B mpax. Mar goctan u3 mkaguuka OyThUIKY BUHA, J1BA CTapbiX
cepeOpsIHBIX KyOKa, IIMHSHYIO TapesIKy C XJ1eO0M 1 4y Th MOJCOXIIIeH BETUMHOM. Bee 9T0 OH mocTaBumi
Ha croi nepe; CUrMOHOM, a caM CeJl PSAIOM.

— 31paBcTBYH, TOCTh, — OPOCHJT XO35IMH, OTKYNOpUBasi OyThUIKY. — MeHs 30ByT ®aomap. f mar
u3 Bubepa, ynanusimiics Ha mokoid. KTo Thl Takoii 1 Kakoe JeJ10 MpuBeso Te0st Ko MHe?

— Mens 30ByT CurmoH Jja Toiis1, 1 Kypbep BToporo BeHnTtckoro nexorHoro nosnka. Cienyio B
[Tacam ¢ nopyuyeHuem.

[peacraBuBIIMCH, KaK TOrO TPeOOBAIM MpaBUiIa BeXIMBOCTH, CurMoH 3amonyai. He xorenoch
eMy BOT Tak, cpa3y B JI0O, B CAMOM Hayajie pa3roBopa, Opocath OOBUHEHHS B KOJIJJOBCTBE.

— Cnyx0a, 3HaUUT, — POTOBOPWJI Mar, aKKypaTHO pa3iuBasi BUHO 1o KyOkam. — Hy 4rto K,
BBIIIbEM 32 BTOPOW MIEXOTHBIN MOJIK.

BuHO 0Ka3anoch XOpOoIMM — CJIaAKMM, BbIAEPKaHHBIM repHUCKUM. Katast Teprkylo c1agocTh
Ha s3pIKe, CUrMoH ynuBiisiics. OH ¥ OyMaTh HE MOT, YTO B 9TOM 3aXOJyCTbe BCTPEYAeTCsl UThE,
AocToiiHoe TpadcKoro crona. Mar ¢ BUAUMBIM YIOBOJBCTBHEM BHIITWII, CMaKysl KaKIblid TJIOTOK, a
MOTOM HAIOJTHUJI KYOKH 10 HOBOM.

— Urak, — cka3aj oH, — Kako pa3roBop y 1e0st ko mHe, CurmoH ja Tos?

CurmoH cxaJt KyOOK, Tak YTO TOT €[jBa He TPEeCHYJ, M pemmwi: Oyap uTto Oyner. Yem paHbiie
HAYHETCsI HETIPUSATHBIA Pa3roBOp, TEM CKOpee OH 3aKOHYUTCS.
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— Peusb 0 nepeBHe, 0 XonmMoBHUIIAX.

— Bot kak? — HaxXMypuJICsl Mar.

— Ja. KpecTtbsiHe kanylorcs, 4To B NIOC/IEAHEe BPEMsI BOKPYT JIEPEBHU IMOMIATMBAET HEYUCTb.

— U, koHeuHO, 0OBUHSIOT B 9TOM MeHs? Jleckarhb, 6aIyloch KOJIJIOBCTBOM?

— A 310 He Tak? — pe3ko crpocusi CUTMOH.

Mar noctraBui KyOOK Ha CTOJI, TIOMHSUT B3IV HA Kypbepa, U ero 00opoa BOMHCTBEHHO BCTO-
nopmuiack. OH MokeBa rydamMu, MPUYIMOKHYJI, HO HUYero He ckazaji. CUTMOHY TIOUyAUJIOCh, YTO
Mar coOpaJicsi OTBETHTh IpyOOCThIO, HO BCE Ke CAepKAaIC.

— JlepeBEHCKUM My:KJIaHAM 4acTO MEPEIIUTCs BCsKask 1ypb, — mpousHec HakoHer] Paomap. —
S aTum He 3aHMMaloch. He Mol cTuiib.

— A Kkak xe Tpynbl? Ctapocta roBOpHII, YTO HEUYMCTh YOUBAET KPECThsIH, a 3TO YKe He IyTKH.

— Tpynst Buzenu? — nmepedwt mar. — [Momepnu 1Boe MyXHUKOB, 3aHEIYKIJIa KOPOBa, CKUCIIO
MOJIOKO, IeBKY OOpoxaTuiu... VI BUHOBaTa, pazymMeeTcsi, B TOM HEUUCTh, a He TIbIHCTBO, JIeHb U
JepeBEeHCKHE JIOOOTPSICHI.

— OHM 0OBIYHBIE KPECThsIHE, — BCTYNIJICS 3a XOMMOBHIIKMX CurMoH. — He mibstHUIIBL U He 6e3-
nenbHUKH. TpynomoouBsie U padoTsIIMe, caMble OOBIYHBIE MYKHUKH.

— Bor umenHo, — xonogHo 3ametun ®aomap. — OObIUHBIE IepeBEHCKUE TeMHbIe MYKUKU. U
MHE CTPaHHO, YTO Bbl, TOCIIOMH Kypbep, MIPUHUMAETE UX JOMBICIIBI 32 YUCTYIO MOHETY. K ToMy ke,
KaK MHE Ka)eTcsl, He Ballle 3TO JeJI0 — HEUUCTh 10 JepeBHSAM HCKaTh. Tak?

— Tak, — 6pocrs1 CUTMOH CKBO3b 3yOBbl, YSI3BJIEHHBIA CIIpaBe/IMBBIM 3amMevyanrueMm. — Ho 1o
puOBITUY B BEHT 1 I0JIOKY O TOM, UTO 37IeCh TBOPUTCS. B TOPOICKYIO KOJUIETHIO MaroB.

daomap ynuBIeHHO BCKUHYJI OpOBH M pacxoxoTalyicsi. Kypbep oxuaan, 4ro oH pa3o3uTcs, U
Ja’ke TOTOBUJICS B CJTydae HyKIbl OOHAKUTH KJIMHOK. Ho cMex. ..

— Musnoctu nipotty, — Opocuit Mar, oTcMesiBIIUCh. — JloknaapiBaiite, rocrionut ja Toiis. Ipe-
KpacHasi BHIJET ITyTKA. YBEpPeH, Bbl IOCTABUTE MOMM KOJUIEraM Tapy BecesbIX MUHYT.

— U Bce xe, — ckazan CUTMOH, YyBCTBYS, KaK y HEro HaAUMHAIOT TOpeTh yiiu. — Pa3 BbI He
MIPUYACTHBI K 3TUM COOBITHSAM, TO TIOUeMy Obl BaM He Pa300paThCsl, YTO IPOMCXOAMT B JiepeBHe? Bol
e mar. Bam 3to Oyzer Jierko, He Tak ju?

— 4 ymen Ha nokoit, — Tuxo orBetus1 Paomap. — MHe HeT Jiena /10 JepeBHU, BeHrta u Bcero
KOpOJIEBCTBA B 11€710M. MHEe HYXeH TOJIbKO MOKOM. W naxe TyT, B 9TOM IIYIIH, 51 HE MOTY HalTH €ro.

— Huyero crpaHHoro, — 3aMeTu1 Kypbep. — 371ech He Takasi YK U TIyIlb.

daomap KOCo IJITHYT Ha TOCTSI, HO HUYero He cKkasasl. B3sut kyOok v oTxJieOHy BiHA. CUTMOH
MOCJIeIOBAJI €0 MPUMEPY, HA/IESICh, YTO YJOBOJILCTBUE OT FEPHUICKOIO CMSATYUT ropedb pa3roBopa.

CkpuIl MOJIOBUIT 3aCTaJl Kypbhepa Bpaciyiox. OT HEOKUIAHHOCTY OH JAEPHYJICS, TIPOJIAI BUHO U
OTKHMHYJICS, HAIlIApUBAsi PyKosATh cadnu. .. 1 3amep. B nBepsx crosiia )KeHIUHA — YXe He MoJofas,
HO ellle COXPaHMBILIAsl 3PEJTyI0 KEHCKYIO KpacoTy. biieiHOCTh ee Jiiiia, KOTopoe HUUyTh He MOPTUIIH
BBICOKHE CKYJIbI, [IOYEPKUBAIIN TIHIIIIHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI, aKKYPATHO 3aBUTHIE TT0 MOJIE JECATUIIET-
Heit naBHOCTU. Ee Oornbinie TeMHbIe T71a3a ObUIM YyTh IPUKPBITHI, CJIOBHO JaMa U3 BEKJIMBOCTH HE
pelagach CMOTPETh MPSAMO Ha rocts. JIMHHOEe TUaThe, SIBHO CIIUTOE XOPOILIUM MOPTHBIM, XOTh U
BBIIILJIO U3 MOJIbl, HO CMOTPEJIOCh 3aMeyaTesIbHO — MOJYEPKUBAIIO BCE JOCTOMHCTBA €€ (PUTypHl.

— ®umenb, — TUXO CKa3aJl Mar u B3MIsiHYJ I Ha CurmoHa. — Most jkeHa.

CUrmMOH HEJOBKO TIOAHSIICS, €/1Ba HE OMPOKUHYB CTYJI, U MOKJIOHWICA. OH HUKaK He OXUIAT
BCTPETHTH TYT JKEHIMHY U ObUT mopaxked. OH Aymall, YTO HU JIOM, HU €r0 XO3SIMH JIaBHO HE OIIIy-
AT JKeHCKOW 3a00Thl. HO eMy mpUIIIoch yAMBUTHCS elrle OOJbIie, KOra u3-3a crvHbl OumMenb
roKazajach YepHOBOJIOCasl IEBYIIIKA JIeT BoceMHaaaty. Ha 1mekax urpain pyMsiHell, YepHbIe BOJIOCHI
HUCMAJaJId EeJIKOBUCTHIM BOAOMNAIOM Ha IJIEU, BHICOKYIO TPy/b. .. JleByllka cMOTpenach HAMHOTO
Jydilie, BHITJIsiZIeNa KuBee, J1a U IJ1aThe y Hee ObUIO 3HAYUTESTLHO OTKPOBEHHEH.

— 9to Jlaypu, Most J104b, — cka3aji mar, 1 CUrMOH, OHEMEBIIMI OT U3YMJIEHUS, CHOBA MOKJIO-
HUJICS.
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Jlaypu oyeHp HarmomMHalia MaTh, Ka3ajach ee MoJIofoW komnuen. Te ke uepTsl Juua, Ta ke
JIMHUSA I171eY. .. BOT TONbKO TEMHO-Kapue, OYTU YepHbIe, I71a3a, MOX0XKE, JOCTAIHUCh €i OT OTLIA.

HeBymika 0060xriaa CUrMOHa TAKUM B3IJISIOM, UTO eMy cTalio He 1o ceOe. B rmazax Mimku o
cpa3y MpOuYUTal UHTEPEC, PUs3Hb, a UyTh MO3KE — XKeJaHue. A B 9TOM B3IJIsAAe He ObUIO HUYETro,
KpOMe XOJIOMHOro MHTepeca. Jlaypu paccMaTpuBasia TOCTS TaK, CJIOBHO OH 3a0aBHOE KUBOTHOe. U
CurmoHy 310 He oHpaBuIock. OH Obl Mpernoyest, YTOOBl 10Yb Mara CMOTpeJsia Ha HEero Tak ke, Kak
J0Yb CTApOCTHI.

— Jlaypu, ®umensp, — ckazan Mar. — Y MeHs roctb. [logHumurech HaBepx.

Marp 1 10Yb NOCIIYIIHO pa3BEPHY/IMCh U BBIIIUIM U3 KOMHAThI, HE cKa3aB HU cioBa. CUrMOH
niepeBeJt IyX, CeJl Ha CTYJT, Hallapuil KyOOK ¢ BUHOM M c/ieJiall O0JIbIION ITOTOK. EMy BIpPYT 3aX0Te/I0Ch
00paTHO B JIEPEBHIO, K TEM CAMbIM «TeMHBIM» MykHKaM. Ha coHBIIIKO.

— Hy uro x, rocnoavH Kypbep, — IPOMOJIBUJI Mar, NMOJHUMAsi CBOI0 KPYXKKy. — Jlymaio, Bbl
CKa3aJIy BCE, YTO XOTEJIM, U TOTOBbI IIPOJOJIKUTh CBOMI MYTh.

— Ja. besycnoBHo, — oto3Basicss CUTMOH U OJJHUM IJIOTKOM JIOMHJI BUHO.

Hamex mara oH moHsT cpa3y U jaxe oOpanoBajics eMmy. CUTMOHY He Tepresoch MmoObicTpee
MOKUHYTh 3TO CTPAHHOE MECTO, OH OBbLIT IO TOPJIO CHIT U MaroM, u ero gomom. Iloatomy, nocraBus
KyOOK, OH Ccpa3y BCTaJl, OTBECHJI XO3SIMHY TIOKJIOH U BHIIIET B KOPHIOP.

31ech OH Ha CeKyHjy 3aMenikajics. B Bo3ayxe pa3iwicsi CTpaHHbId apoMat, HATOMUHABIIIHIA
3anax yBsueil cupenu. MimenHo yBsameil. CurMoH cpasy nogymai, urto 3to ayxu Jlaypu. Takoi
3amax mofoIes Obl 1o4epu, HO He Matepu. CIIMIIIKOM UTPUBBIA 1 (DPUBOJIBHBIH, YTOOBI €T0 «HOCHIIA»
3aMyKHsIs skeHIrHa. Ho ero Henb3sl ObUIO Ha3BaTh MPUATHBIM. HeoOBIYHBIM, MHTPUTYIOIIUM — Ja.
IIpusaTHBIM — HeT.

W3 noma mara oH BBIIIIENI HAPOUMTO MEAJICHHO, TIOKa3bIBasi, YTO HUYEro He OOUTCS, U Bpa3Ba-
JIOUKY TIOIIeJN K AUKUM si0soHsM. [Ipoiiiss MUMO JiepeBbeB U TOOPABIIHCH IO Pa3POCIINXCS KYCTOB,
CurmMoH BOPOBATO OIJISHYJICSI M ITyCTHIICST 6eroM K BopoTaMm. bopModa mpokjsTusi, oH ¢ paszdera
niepeMaxHyJ1 uepe3 3a00p 1 nprkaics K Yparany. OmIssHyBIIMCh, Kypbep OKHHYI B3IJISIZIOM HEYyXO-
JKEHHBIH caJ], TEMHBII POBAJI IBEPH U Aajl ceOe CJIOBO, UTO, BEPHYBIIKUCH B TOPOI, 00513aTeIbHO 3aii-
IET B TOPOJICKYIO KOJIernio MaroB. Uto Obl TaM HU ToBOprIT Paomap, HETIPEMEHHO 3aiijieT.

Vparana gaxe He NpUIILIOCh NpULINOpuBaTh. KOoHb ¢ MecTa pBaHyIl B rajioll, CTpeMsICh, KaK 1
XO35IMH, KaK MOXHO ObIcTpee yOpaThCsi MpOoYb OT CTPAHHOTO JIOMA.

%k % %

[TonyneHHoe cosHIle 3aIMBaJIO IBOPHI IPKUMU JTydaMu, MPUIIEKAJIO, HO yke He Krj1o. Bee ke
oceHb He 32 ropamu. CUTMOH OBbLJT STOMY TOJIBKO paji, — IPoe3Kasi IO OITyCTEBINEH YJIUIe OH HEKUIICS
B COJTHEYHOM CBETe, IMOJCTABJISI TOPSIYUM JTydaMm JIMIIO B HA/IeK 1€, YTO OHU U3TOHST U3 Tejla U AYIIN
HENPUSITHBIN XOJIOJOK, OCTABLIUICS MOCIIE TOCEIIeHUs] IoMa KOJIIyHa.

OT cBexero Bo3/yxa U Terjia OH pa3omJies U motomy He Toporuiicsi. Ho Bce %ke, Koraa Bnepeau
MOKA3aJIMCh 3HAKOMbIe BOpoTa, CUTMOH MOJXJIeCTHYJ kepediia, Hafesich, 9TO CTAPOCTA He yIIes Ha
oIS U OKuAaeTcs TocTs. [IOTTOH IeHCTBUTENBLHO ero KJall, XOTh U He CHJIEIT Oe3 Jiefia — MOTPaBJIsiI
MOKOCHBIITHIACS 3200p.

3aBujIeB Kypbepa, CTapoCTa BIIIEN K BOpoTaM. CUTMOH OPOCHIT eMY MOBOJIbS, CIICTITHIICS U, HE
TOBOPS HU CJIOBA, TOIIEN MPSIMO K KOJIOILY, PUMOCTHUBIIIEMYCsI HeJlaieko oT noMa. Habpar xomos-
HOM Kak JieJ] BOJbl, OH BBOJIIO HAITUJICS, & IOTOM OKYHYJ TOJIoBy B Bellpo. CTapocta TeM BpeMeHeM
yBEJI Pa3ropsiYeHHOro YparaHa B capaid, CJIyKUBIIIANA KOHIOIIHEN. BepHyBIIUCH, OH BCTAJT 32 CIIUHOM
rocrs, HaOonast, Kak TOT IUIELIET ceOe B JINIIO BOIOM.

— Hy, kak?

CuUrmMoH CHOBa OKYHYJI ToJI0BYy B Be/ipo. OT BU3UTA K Mary B Jyllie OCTAJICSl HEMPUSITHBINA Oca-
JOK, KaK OT HEyJaYHOIr0 CBUOAHUA. CI/IFMOHy YyanuJIOChb, YTO OH HPOIMUTAJIICA CBIPOCTBIO U 3aTXJIO-
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CTBIO, TIAPUBIIUMH B cTapoM Aome. OrlyiieHre ObUI0 Ha PEIKOCTh HEMPUSITHBIM, M Kypbep XOTell
M30aBUTHLCS OT Hero. XoJIoqHasi BOja, YBBI, MaJio TIOMOraJa.

— IloroBopuiu, — GpOCKIT OH CTApOCTe, YTUPask PyKaBOM MOKPOE JIHIIO.

— IIpomry k cromy. Ilepekycum, rocioqyH BOEHHBIN. 3a €101 U pacCcKax)eTe, 4To Aa Kak.

CUTMOH He CTaJl OTKa3bIBaThCs, JOPOTra ero yToMuia, a 3aBTPaK, Ka3aBIIUNACSI TAKUM OOWIIb-
HBIM, TAMHCTBEHHBIM 00Pa30M ITOJTHOCTBIO PACTBOPHJICS B JKEJTY/IKE.

VromieHue, Kak ¥ B MPOILIBIA pa3, ObUIO MPOCTHIM, HO CHITHBIM. K Kosbace, oBomam u Karie
N00aBUIICA JOMAITHWIA PACCHIMTUATHIA CHIP M OTMEHHAs MoXJyieOka U3 0000B, IMIEAPO 3arpaBieHHAs
oOxxapeHHbIM caioMm. Miku u ee mMatepu goma He Obuto: [ToTTOH cKa3asl, 9YTo OHU YIIUTU Ha MOJIS U
BEPHYTCS TOJIBKO K Beuepy. «K cuacTbio, — momymait Kypbep, — OHH yCIIEJIU IIPUTOTOBUTH 00e».

3a ef1oil OH pacckasajl cTapocTe O BCcTpeue ¢ MaroM. [IOTTOH cilyliain BHUMATeIbHO, He Tiepe-
ouBas. Kypeep He cTaj JOCIOBHO MepecKas3blBaTh pa3roBOP, JIUIIb B OOIIUX YepTax MoBeaas, O YeM
nuia pedb. OnuckiBasi Mara, OH TIOHSUJI, UTO yXe He BEpUT B ero HeBUHOBHOCTh. Paomap okazasics
TMO/IO3PUTENTBHBIM M Ha PEIKOCTh HEeNpUSTHBIM TUIoM. U eciu eme yrpom CUrmMoH ObUT yBEepeH B
TOM, YTO Mar-oTmiCJIbHUK HE NMEECT OTHOLICHUA K TAUHCTBEHHBIM CO6I)ITI/IHM B ICPEBHE, TO cenyac
OH OBI 32 3TO HE TIOPYYHJICH.

[NoTToH OCTascs 10BOJIEH ero pacckazom. OcoOeHHO ero 00panoBaio oOelaHre Kypbepa 3aiTH
B TOPOJICKYIO KOJIJIETHIO MaroB BeHTa U JIOJIOKUTH O TIOI03pUTEIbHOM OTIenbHIKe. CTapocTta pa3oM
noytoOpeit, mobnarogapmst CurmoHa 3a 3a00Ty, BBIIET U3-3a CTOJIA U Ucye3 B ceHsix. Kypbep, ynuB-
JICHHBIH MOBEICHUEM XO35IMHA, TIOXKAJI IJIeUYaMH U ITPUHSLICS 3a Kostoacy. CTtapocTta BepHYJICS OBICTPO,
U TYT e CTaja siCHa MPUYMHA €r0 OTIYYKH, — B PyKax OH Hec OOJbIIyI0 OyThUIb C MyTHOM KHUAKO-
CTbIO, U3BJICUEHHYIO, BUJAUMO, U3 TaHUKa. CUrMoH B310XHY/I. C IepeBEeHCKUM CAMOTOHOM OH yXke
BCTpeYaJsICs, 3HaJI, UTO ITO TaKoe, U MPECTABIISAN cede MocaeACTBUA. Bripouem, TyT ke perui, 4To
OIWH CTaAKaHYMK HE MOBPEANUT — UCKIIOUUTEILHO AJIA TOIO, ‘ITO6])I CMBITh Mep31<1/1171 ITPUBKYC 3aTXJIO-
CTH BO PTY.

OHM €O CTapOCTOI ONMPOKHMHY/IM IO CTaKaHYMKY — 3a YCIEITHOEe 3aBepllieHue Jefia. 3aKyChB
KOJIOACO U TIOTOBOPUB O TPYAHOM JI0Jie CITY’)KUBOTO YeJIOBEKa, BBITIMIIM 10 BTOpoMmy. TpeTtuii Toxe
HE 3acTaBWJI ceOs JIONTO KIaTh.

Korma 6yThuts omycrena, CUrMOHY CTajIo BCe paBHO — KaKUe Maru, Ijie )KUBYT U YeM 3aHNMa-
10TCSI. XOTEJIOCh TOJIbKO OMHOrO — crarh. CHITHBIN 00e[], YCTaJIOCTh U AePEBEHCKUI CaMOTOH 3acTa-
B CUIMOHA YPOHHUTH TOJIOBY Ha CKpelleHHble pyKu. [IoTTOH nokayvas roioBoy, yJa0XKuiI Kypbepa
Ha JIAaBKY ¥ CYHYJI eMy IO TOJIOBY MOYIIKY, HAOUTYIO JTyYIIUM YTHHBIM TTyXoM. [locrie dero nornwi
CTOIIKY TOCTsI, KOTOPYIO TOT TaK ¥ He OfI0JIe]T, U OTIIPABUJICS YNHUTH 3a00p.

[Tpocuyncst CUrMoH BeuepoM, KOrjia KpecThsiHe CTaJIM BO3BpaIaThes ¢ mosiei. [lactyxu ranmm
JOMOM CKOTHHY, U JIePEBHS HAIIOJTHUJIACh MblYaHueM 1 OsestHbeM. COJTHBIIIKO MOKATUIIOCh B Jiec, B
BO3JIyXe IMOBUCIIA MTPOXJIAJIA, U IEPEBHS pa30M OXKHUIIA.

PasmuHas 3arekinyio criay, CUTMOH C y’KacoM MOAyMaJl O TOM, YTO €My MPHUIETCs TPOBECTU
BeYep M 4acTh HOUM B cejyie. K cyacthio, rosoBa He Oojena — CaMOroH OKasajicsi OTMEHHBIM, Ja U
XOpoIas 3aKycKa Toxe rnoMorsa. EMMUHCTBEHHBIM MOCTIEACTBUEM «YTOIIEHUs» CTaJl IPUCTYI HE00O-
pumoii siend. CUTMOH CHJeN Ha JIaBKe, CMOTPEJT Ha CTOM M JyMaJl, YTO €My COBEPILEHHO He XOUeTCs
ye3xath u3 AepeBHu. [lo kpaiiHeit mepe, ceroqas. Koneuno, Hajo Toporuthes B [lacam, HO Belb y
HEro OCTaBaJICS B 3ariace eIkl ieHb. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, THEM paHbIIIe, THEM T03Xke — Kakast pa3HuIa?
HukTo He oneHuT ero ycepausi, He CTOUT ceOs 0OMaHbIBaTh. JIUIIb OBl YJIOKUTHCS B OTIYILICHHBIH
CPOK.

YroBoputhb camoro ce0st CUrMOH He ycIies — JIBepb pacriaxHy/iach, 1 B KOMHATY BOITUIU CTapo-
cTa, ero xeHa u Jo4b. Cpasy cTajo HIyMHO. YBHJIEB, YTO IOCTh IPOCHYJICS, X03s€Ba 3aCYeTHIIUC:
Wika u Mapwuina crany coOuparb Ha CTOJ, CTapOCTa Hayall yrOBapuBaTh TOCTSI OCTAThCSl HOUEBATb.
CUrMOH BSIJIO COMPOTUBIISIICS, OTTOBapUBasiCh, UTO €My IOpa B JJOPOry, 4To ero xayT B [lacame u
4TO OH Ha cyx0Oe. Ctapocra, 4ys c1adMHY, HE OTCTaBaJl — HAITMPAJ HA TO, YTO HETOXe HOYBIO CJIO-
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HATBCS 110 MYCTBIHHBIM JAOPOraM, 4To JIOJT XO35IMHA BEJIUT €My He OTITyCKaTbh IOCTs, U BCE Ipoyee
B TOM XK€ JIyXe.

Herno petn ObicTpbiid B35 Miku, OporieHHbii Ha CurmMoHa. 3ariisiHyB B ee royiyoble 171a3a,
Kypbep MOHSUL, UTO CErOfHs yKe HUKy/a He roezieT. OH OyaeT BHOBb HOUEBATh Ha CEHOBAJIE, U ITYCTh
tot [lacam ropurt oruem.

Kypbep, ¢ nenanbiM B310Xx0oM, nogjaicst yroopam IloTtoHa u oObsiBII, UTO OocTaercs. Ty,
Kak MO 3aKa3zy, MOAOCHeN YKUH, M 3a CTOJI Ha 9TOT pa3 cev Bce BMecTe. 3a enoid CUrMOH BHOBb
riepeckasaj UCTOPHIO BCTPEUM C MaroM ¥ ObLT BO3HArpakaeH BOCXUILEHHBIM B3IJISIJOM CUHHX IJ1a3.
[TproGonpuBIIKCH, OH MPUITOMHIIT TIAPY UCTOPHIA U3 KaJETCKOW KU3HU, U Pa3rOBOP MPOAOIKIICS.
Crapocra npuHec eriie oJHy OyTbUIb CAMOTOHA, ¥ YKHMH YJaJICSI Ha CIIaBy.

Ha stor pa3 CUrmMoH BBINMJI HEMHOTO — BCErO OfIHY CTOIMOYKY M TO Oosbie it Buaa. OH
HAJesUICs], YTO HOYBI0 €My CIaTh He MPUAETCs, U TIOTOMY OCOOCHHO HEe HaJlerayl HA Ha ey, HU Ha
BBINMBKY. Koraa coiHile HBIpHYIIO B Jiec, OH OOBSIBUII, UTO OTIPABJISETCS CIaTh, MOTOMY KaK 3aBTpa
paHo BCTaBaTh, U BCTPETWJ MOJIHOE NOHMMaHue. [logHaBIIMCh, OH TOLIEN K ABEpPAM M IO J0pore
nopmurHya Mimke. Ta yiabiOHynach B oTBeT, 1 CUTMOH TMOHSLI, YTO OCTAJICS HE 3psl.

VY100HO yCTPOUBIIMCH B MSITKOM CeHEe, OH OTKMHYJICS Ha CIIMHY | CTal kJath. CUTMOH TMOHU-
MaJl, YTO TIPUJIETCS] HEMHOTO MOCHJIETh B OUHOUECTBE — CTAPOCTA U €T0 KeHa IOJKHBI ObUTH YCHYTh.
Ho o 6b11 K 3TOMY rOTOB. PaccMarprBasi 1iesi B OTONKE, Kypbhep CHOBA MOPAIOBAJICS, YTO BHIOPAT
TaKyI0 MPEKPACHYIO KU3Hb: MyTEIIECTBUS, PUKIIOUSHHUS U CITy:K0a B apMHUU C BOBMOKHOCTBIO Clie-
nath Kapbepy. M nepBoe camocTosiTebHOE 33aJaHue BbIAAJIOCh Ha PEIKOCTh ylauHbIM. Byner o uem
pacckazarb Ipy3bsM, OyaeT yeM moxBactath. CUTMOH MpencTaBui, Kakoe Juio Oyner y Tperapa,
3anucHoro 0adHMKa, Korna oH onmietT emy Mmky. U kak ckpusurcs [leppo, Korna yciablImT, YTo
ero JIpyr XOOWI B IoM cymaciieiero mara. [leppo Beb 1 OOBIYHBIX MaroB, TOPOJCKHX, 10 CMEPTU
ooutcs. Benp 1 He MOBEpAT, MOKATYH.

Ha nepesHnio omnycrunace Houb, 1 CUrMoH Jj1a Toiis, Kypbep Ha UCIIBITAHUM, HE3aMETHO 3a/pe-
MaJl, yOalOKaHHBIN pa3MepeHHbIM COTIEHHEM JIOIIA/IEH U MPSHBIM 3aMlaxOM CeHa.

%k % %

Pa30yaun ero rpoMkwuii 3ByK. [ToAXBAaTHBIINCH, OH PHIBKOM CEll U MPUCITYIIAJCS, IBITASCh
TIOHSATb, UTO ITO — OOPHIBOK CHA MJTH PeabHOCTh. HanpsikeHHO BCyIMBasich B HOUb, CUTMOH pyra
ce0s1 3a GecrieuHocTh. Kak oH Mor ycHyTh! OcTtaBanioch HaesThes, uTo Mika eime He mpuxXoauia.
Ona Benp MOrJIa OOMJEThCsl Ha He3aJauwIMBOTO KaBajiepa U YUTH.

Houb Bbiganack Thxast. CUrMOH CIIbIIIaj, KaK HACTBIPHO 3BEHST KOMAphl, KaK TSKEJIO COMST
JIOIIa — €r0 YparaH ¥ Mouiasi I0Xosra crapocThl. [1e-To 1aneko KBOXTasu pa30yKeHHbIE KypBbI,
U THXO, OOMbIIIe JJIs1 TIOpsAJKA, MepepyruBaInch JBe coOaku. B ocrasbHOM Bce ObUIO Kak BCerja.
[Noxosxe, KOMY-TO MPUCHUIICS CTPAIHBINA COH, TOJIBKO U Beero. Paccinabusimch, CUTMOH MOBaJAICS
B CEHO, M TYT € TUIIMHY B30PBaJl KPUK yKaca.

Kypbep nonnpsIrays1, BCKOYMI HA HOTH U CTaJl JIMXOPAJI0YHO IIAPUTH IO CEeHY, pa3bICKUBast
canoru. Kpuk moBTopusics, ¥ OH pa300past, 4TO KPUIMT JKEHIIMHA — CTPAIIHO, HA/IPBIBHO, YKacasich
TOMY, UTO YBUZEJNA.

XJonHya 1Bepb AoMa, 1 CUrMoH ycibimal, Kak [1oTToH 6paHuTcst B MOMHBIA rojoc. [IBepb
pacnaxHyJsiach, U B capail BJIeTeJl CTapocTa — B OeJiol IOMOTKAHOW pyOalike 0 KojieH, ¢ (akesom
B pykax. OH BCKMHYJ PYKY, OCBeIllasi capaid, 1 OpOCHIT Ha Kypbepa MOJTHbINA Oe3ymust B3rsn. M Tyt
e, HUYero He cKazas, OpOCHJICS TTPOUb.

— IlotToH! — KpuKHY1 CUrMOH, IBITAsICh HATSAHYTH canoru. — IlorTon!

CHOBa 3aKkpvyaJid — TIe-TO HeJaIeKo, 32 JOMaMH, — U TYT ke 3a0paHWIuCh XOpOM, Ha
HECKOJIbKO T0s10coB. Co0aky MOOHSUIM Jiaid, U JepeBEHCKash HOYb Pa30M HAMOJHWUIIACH IIIyMOM M
ramMmoM.
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CurmoH, OpOCHB carory, BHICKOYHJI U3 capasi U YBU/IEN, KaK 32 OBUHOM IUISIIET CBET (hakena.
OH Opocwuiics crie oM, 3aMeTUB KpaeM I71a3a, YTo Ha TOpor AoMa Bbiluia Mapuiia — keHa CTapOCThI.
Kypbep npobexan MuMo, CBEpHYJI 32 OBUH M YBUJIEI, KaK CTapocTa, pa3MaxuBasi (hakesom, OeKuT
TI0 Oropoziam K coceiHeMy aomy. CUTMOH, He pa3iyMbIBasi, OpPOCHIICS 32 HUM.

[MoTToH Gexan ObICTPO, U ATMHHOHOTHI Kypbep €/1Ba MOCTeBal 32 HUM. Y TOKOCHBIIETOCS
TUIETHS, pa3lensBiiero oropoasl, CUrMOH BCe-TaKM JOTHAJ cTapocTy. TOT 3aMmemikaics, rnepeou-
pasich uepe3 IUIeTeHb, 3alyTajcsl B CBoel pybaxe M 4yTh He ynan. CUIMOH ycCIies MOAXBATUTh €ro
¥ TIOMOT Tiepesyie3Th yepe3 3axpycTeBiive npyTbsa. Crapocta, He 0OpaTMB BHUMAaHUSI Ha TOMOIIb,
BBIPBAJICS U3 PYK Kypbepa 1 oOeskaJl 1o TPOMUHKE, BeAyIen B jiec. Tyaa, OTKyaa JOHOCUIIUCH Tojoca
KpecThsiH. CUTMOH OpOCHIICS CIIe/IOM, TSIKEIO Tuiernast 00ChIMA HOraMU IO MOKPOH OT POCHI 3eMJIe.

Cpazy 3a oropopamu HauMHaJICs Jiec. TpornuHKa Besa B caMylo Yally, HO CTapoCTa He OCTaHO-
BUJICS, TIOOEKaI elnle ObICTpel, 1 OeJloe MATHO ero pydaxu 3aMeTaioch MeXAy YePHbBIMU CTBOJIAMH.
CurmoH, OexaBIIHi ClIeIOM, TIOTEPsIT TPOMMHKY U OpOCHIICS HANPSIMUK, ciiejoM 3a [TortoHowm. [Tpu-
KPBIB TOJIOBY PyKaMu, Kypbep C pazdera mposoMUIICs CKBO3b KYCThI M BHICKOYMJT Ha OOJIBIITYIO MOJISIHY.

B 1nieHTpe cTosun 1epeBeHCKre — YesloBeK JecsATh, He MeHblle. OHU 0KeCTOUEHHO pYTaluch,
KpUYaJIM IpyT Ha Apyra, pa3MaxuBaJIi pyKamu. B ruisinymmem cBete (pakenoB pa3narucThie 1epeBbs
Ka3aJIMCh OKUBIIMMU YyOBUIIIAMH.

Crapocra Gpocuiics K Tore, 4yTh He CIIMO KpaHero, 1 JIAW PACCTYIUIINCh, TIPOITYCKasi €ro
B Kpyr. 3anbixaBimiicss CUTMOH Iepeliien Ha 1mar, 1 B 3ToT MoMeHT [lotTon 3akpuyain. Tsxkeno, ¢
HAJPBIBOM U OTYasiHbEM, KaK CMEpPTEIbHO paHeHHbIN 3Bepb. Kypbepa 6pocusio B kap. OH MpbIrHyT
BIIepe[], OTTOJIKHYJI YeJIOBeKa ¢ (hakeJIoM U MPOpBaJiCsl BHYTPb Kpyra.

Tawm, Ha TpaBe, Jiexaina aeBymka. CtapocTa CKJIOHUJICS HaJl Hel, OOHSLT 3a TUIeUH, 3aKPbIBast OT
Curmona 1o, 3atesncsi KpukoM. Kypeep, eriie He Bepsi, OpocHiicsl Briepes, yrajl Ha KOJIEeHU, OTTep
TUJIEYOM CTapOCTYy...

Ito0 6bita Mimka. OHa Jexana Ha CriMHe, pACKUHYB PYKH, U €€ PacIylieHHbIe BOJIOCHI CTEH-
JIMCh TIO TPaBe KaK CBETJIOE MOKpbIBaso. dpoxamumu nanbiiaMd CUTMOH KOCHYJICS €€ IIEKU U TYT
ke oTaepHyI pyky. Illeka Oblia XOnMoaHOM Kak Jiel.

OuHyBIIMIACS CTapocTa B3peBes U IBYMsI PyKaMH TOJIKHYJI Kypbepa B IPy/ib, U TOT MOBAJIAJICS
Ha CIUHY.

— Tet! — 3akpuyan I[lorroH. — Thi!

— D10, — npomenTai CUrMOH, MOAHUMASCh, — 3TO....

— U3-3a Te0s! — KpukHYI cTapocTta. — Bee u3-3a Te6s!

OH KOpOoTKO pazMaxHyics 1 oTBecis1 CUTMOHY 3BOHKYIO o1uieyxy. OT yaapa Kypbep OTKUHYJICS
Ha3aJ] ¥ CHOBA yraj Ha criuHy. [ToTTOH roses Briepe, mpsiMo Yepe3 Teso JOUYEpH, MOMBITAICS YAAPUTh
ele pas, HO Ha Hero TYT e HaBIWJIMCh MYKMKH U OTTAILMJIA B CTOPOHY.

Curmon npunoaHsiics v noarnons kK Uike. Ee nuiio, kazaBieecst B CBETe MOTHOM JTyHbI OeJTbIM,
KaK Mpamop, OCTaBIOCh CIIOKOWHBIM, Kak OyATO OHa crajia. BOT TOJbKO ee OTKPBITHIE I1a3a CMOT-
peru BBepX, B HOYHOE HeOO, Ha BEPXYIIKU KavaloIMXCs AepeBbeB. lpokaiMuy naabliaMy Kypbep
rpoBest 1o xomoaHou mieke Mmmku. Meprea. I maBHo. Hukakux paH Ha Tene He ObUto, 1 CUTMOH
OTKMHYJI BOPOT ee pydaxu. M TyT e yBu/IelN Ha Iliee IeBYIIKH /1B PaHbl — CJIOBHO KTO-TO TKHYJI €€
HOBOMOJHOM BUJIKOW. Vnu yKycuiL.

— Heuwcrts, — npomenTan CUrMoH.

MyXHMKH, CTOSIBIIME 32 €ro CIIMHOM, 3aIllyMesTi, OpaHsl HEeYKCTb, KOJIIYHA U BCE BOJIIEOCTBO
pasom. OHM KpHYa/Id, YTO OTOMCTSIT, 3BaJIM COCEAEH MOAHATHCS U MOWTH CXeUb THE3/I0 KOJIyHa,
BBITPABUTh Ty MAKOCTh C porHOH 3eMin. OHu 3artymiiy gaxe [1oTToHa, BBIBIIETO OT TOpsl U OTYa-
saust. Ho Curmon ux He cipbimain. OH Iaaui XOJMOoAHYIo mieKy MKy, 4yBCTBYs, Kak U3 IJia3 Me[-
JIeHHO Katstes cnesbl. Paomap. [IpokssaThlii konayH. Heyxenn oH mocMen MpuiiTy cJIe0M 32 HAM B
aepeBHIO 1 youts Uky? Tak Harso, OTKpbITO, HACMEXasiCh HaJl IEPEBEHCKUMHU. .. 3auem?

— Conparuk. .. DH, conuaruk. . .
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— Yt0? — CUrMOH MOYYBCTBOBAJ HA TUJICUe JIAJIOHb U OOePHYJICS.

Han HuM ckJIOHWICS Jief] ¢ pacTpenaHHo# ceqoil 00pOaoH, OAETHIN TOJBKO B TKAHBIE TTOPTHI.

— CrpInb, CONIaTHK, 1ment Obl Thl oTcioa. BoHa [loTToH He B cebe, o0e3ymen BkoHell. Bee no
TeOs pBercs. Ero yx He ycriokoutb. [la 1 MyKUKH paciaIuiInch, caMu ceOsi IOI3YKUBAIOT.

— 3auem? — cnpocws1 CUrMOH, OTBOPAYMBAsICh M CHOBA KacasiCh XOJIOJHOM ek Miku.

— Yro?

— 3aueM OHa croaa mornia?

— WzBectHO 3aueM. TpaBku TyT HyXHbIe. JII00AT 6a0bl 9TU TPaBKU 3aBapuBaTh, 0CO0O Tepen
TeM, KaK ¢ MY)KMKOM 1odanoBaThcs. Tak dTo 1mesn Obl ThI, CONIATHK, B AEPEBHIO-TO.

— Ha, — npomenrtan CurmoH. — KoneuHo.

OH y:xe HayaJl IOIHUMAThCS C KOJIEH, KaK BJIPYT NOYYBCTBOBAJI 3HAKOMBIi 3anax. Pe3ko HakJio-
HUBILKCH, OH IPHIIAJI HOCOM K 1iee VKK, Kak MKW 3Bepb, BHICICKMBAIOIINI 100bIuy. Koxxa maxia
CUPEHBIO. YBSIIIEN, C THUIBLIOM, CJIOBHO LIBETHI IIOCTOSUIM HA COJIHLE LIENIBIM JIEHb, a TO U JIBA.

— ToI uto, ciyxuBbiii! Ounucs! i, conpaTuk!

CUrMOH NOJIHSJICS Ha HOTH, BHIIPSMUJICS, CKUMAs KyJaku. Y HEro 3akpykujach rojosa, i OH
coKaJ1 3yObl, CIepKUBast KPUK.

— Jlaypu, — mponejui1 OH, YyBCTBYS, Kak B TPyAM CTAHOBUTCA ropsyo. — Jlaypu.

— Yero? — nepecnpocui Jejl, OTOABUrasiCb B CTOPOHY.

— Huyero, — pe3ko 6pocun CUrMoH.

OH pa3BepHYyJICS U TOIIEN B TEMHOTY — K JiepeBHe. CxxrMast 10 O0JM KyJIaKH, OH AyMasl O TOM,
YTO HUKY/IA MY)XUKHU HE TMOWAYT — cllada KUIIKA y HUX, HOYbIO HA KOJJIYHOB-TO XOAUTh. [lomymsrT,
MOKPUYAT U Pa3oiayTcs. A 3aBTpa ellle OqHO MucbMo B Mepas HanunyT. 'oponckomy rase. Ho o
— Curmon na Toiisi, Kypbep BTOporo BeHTCKOro nexoTHOro moska, — noijer. OH He JepeBEeHCKUi
MYXHK — conaTr. OH HacjleJCTBEHHbI TaH U HE MOXET OCTaBUTh 3TO JIeJI0 — Aejo yectu. Kypoep
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO HE HAWAET MOKOs, MOKA He IPUKOHYUT HEUUCTh, CTYOUBIIYIO JOBEPUMBYIO, C1a0YI0
JEePEeBEHCKYIO IEBUOHKY, Y KOTOPOH BIepeu Oblia BCsl )KU3Hb. M 320[JHO OH PUKOHYHUT OTHOTO JIKH-
BOTO CTapoOro KOJIAyHa, TOCMEBILErO Ha3bIBaThCsl MaroM. O0s3aTeIbHO MPUKOHYHT.

[epemaxHyB uepe3 MOKOCUBIIMICSA 1yIeTeHb, CUTMOH OOJBHO yIApWIICs HOTOM O KaMeHb, HO
He oOparui1 Ha 9T0 BHUMaHus1. OH oOekas 1o oropojy, COTHIKasICh B TEMHOTE O TPSIIKY, HACTYMasI
Ha KOJMoUyIo OOTBY, HO He 3ameuast 3Toro. Ceiiuac OH KakJaJl OHOTO — pBaTh HA YacTH, PyOUTb,
IPbI3TH 3y0amH. .. TOro, KTo MPUUYMHUI eMy OOJb.

[TpobGerast Mumo JioMa cTapocThl, OH 3ameTr1 Mapunry. OHa cuzesna Ha KpbUTblie B OTHOW HOY-
HOU py0Oaxe, 0OXBAaTHB KOJIEHH pyKaMmM, U THXO BcXJmmbiBaia. Ee ruieun B3nparuBamv, u CUrMoH
TOHSLJT, UTO OHa ItayeT. OHa yxke 3Hasa. Bee 3Hasa — gorajanach Wiy NO4yBCTBOBAJA. . .

CUrmMOH OCTaHOBWJICS, XOTeJI MOJIOUTH K Hel, HO Tak U He permwics. Toraa oH Kpemye cxal
KYyJIaKH, TaK, YTO XPYCTHYJIM KOCTALIKH, ¥ 3a11arail K capawo. Tyna, rae ero xjuan Yparas.

Lk S

Jlyna 3anmBaJa caj MepTBEHHOM OJIEAHOCTHIO, IPEBPAILasi €ro B My TAHUILY U3JIOMAHHBIX TEHEH.
Benoe 1 uepHOe — JIUIIIb JBa IIBETA OCTATMCH B TOM Caj1y, PEBPATHB €ro B IIapcTBO cMepTu. Ceituac
OH OBLJT IMOXOX Ha OOJIOTO, MEPTBOE U ITyCTOE, Myraioiiee rpOOOBHIM MOTYAHHEM.

CurmoH, mpoAMpaBIIMIACS CKBO3b 3apOCIIU KYCTOB, He 00suics. [ HeB HAIOHSI €ro yBepeHHO-
cThio U 3710001. Ellle HUKOra eMy He Jiesiayii Tak OONbHO, Kak cerofnsi. M oH XoTen BEpHYTh 3Ty
60JIb TOMY, KTO €€ MPUYMHII. BepHYyTh C JIMXBOM, KaK BO3BpAIIIAET JIOJT POCTOBIIUKY CHUSATEIILHBIN
rpag, Npe3rpaoiii MEJJOYHOCTb.

[NonGexas K cTyneHbKam, BeAyIMM Ha KpbUibllo, CUrMOH 0OHaxw1 cadmo. ToHKast, 4yTh U30-
rHyTasi, 0e3 rap/pl, Ka3aBIIascs B TEMHOTE IPOCTOM MAJIKOM, OHA OCTaJIach €ro eJMHCTBEHHOM MOAIPY-
roii. Elo HeynoOHO (hexToBaTh, €10 HY)KHO PyOHTh C celljla, Ha0TMalllb, C OTTSDKKOH, OT Tuieya /10
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naxa... TO OpyXkHe KaBaJepucrta, Ho ceiiuac CUTrMOHY OBLJIO BCe paBHO, UTO Y HEero B pyke. [aB-
HOe, 4To 3T0 opyxkue. OH U He codupacs ¢hexToBaTh, COOUpAJICA PyOUTh — HAOTMAIIIb, C OTTSIKKOM,
TIacTast JIOMTSIMU 9yXKYIO IIOTh.

Ha menHoil pyuke nBepu urpait JIyHHbIH oTOnecK. CUTMOH TOJKHYJ ee, TIOTSHYJ Ha ceOs —
HarpacHo. [IBepb oka3zasach 3amnepra.

— ®aomap! — 3akpuyas Curmon. — Paomap!

HuxkTo He oTBeTII. []JOM BO3BBIIIAJICS MOTYATMBON I'POMAJION: HA OTOHBKA B OKHE, HH IIIOPOXA.
TosbKO TEMHOTA U 3arax IIECEHH.

CurmoH yaapui B JBepb HOTOM, OHA B3[POTHYJIa, HO HE Tojianack. [Jyxoii 3ByK yaapa cpasy
yTUX, TMOTEpsICS B JOME, 3aBSI3 B HAIOJHsBIIEH ero ThMme. Kypbep 3apbiyali, OTCTYNIII Ha IIar u
OpocuJics Ha JBepb, yaapuil miedom. [lotowm ere u emie. Ha Tpetuii pa3 epeBo yCTyNnuiIo HATUCKY:
C KaJOOHBIM XPYCTOM JBEpb COPBAJIaCh C METENIb U C IPOXOTOM OOpymIwiack B TeMHOTY. CUTrMOH
npucinymaics. Hukoro. ITycro. Hukro He ciemt emy HaBctpedy. Torga OH nepectynui nopor Bce
elle MOJIYaBIIEro JI0Ma.

OCTOpOKHO CTymasi Mo TEMHOMY KOPHIOPY, OH Jiepkail calmio nepes coOoM, BBICTABUB PYKY
Briepea. CUTMOH OBUT TOTOB B JIIOOOM MOMEHT HAaHeCTH yaap: pa3pyoWTh JI0OOe CYIIECTBO, YTO
MOCMeeT BCTaTh Ha ero myTu. Ho oM no-mpeskHeMy MorJait.

Tema. Camasi Hacrosimasi ThMa, TyCTasl Kak CTYIEHb, JIUTKasl, CKJIM3Kas, MaxHyIIas cTpa-
xoM. OHa OKpyXkaja co BCeX CTOPOH, Melllajia AbIIaTh, Jie3/la B HO3/IpH, B POT, B IMa3a... Crenas
HECKOJIbKO IMIAroB B I1yOb Joma, CUIMOH COBEPIIIEHHO MOTepsics. BbljIo HACTOIBKO TEMHO, UTO eMy
Ha CEeKyHy MOKa3aJoch, 4TO OH ociierl. Kypbep TyT ke moxasesn, uyTo He 3aXBaTuil ¢ co0ou (paken
NN XOTA 61)1 CBE€4YYy, HO COKpyHIaTbCA 6BI)IO TIO3JHO. OcraBaJjioch JIUIIb WUATU JAJIbIIC — BO3BpAIlaTbCA
OH He COOMpaICH.

Cnymas rysnkue yaapsl cepata, CUrMoH 1miaras Briepes, Bojs rnepes codoi KimHkoM. OH om-
HWJI, YTO KOPHUJIOP JJIMHHBIN, ¥ TIOTOMY IIIeJT Oe3 OMACKH, CTapasich He CBOpauMBaTh, YTOOBI He 3a01Ty-
JUTHCSI B TEMHOTE M HE BOUTH CITy4allHO B OTKPBITYIO IBEPb.

Ho Ha necsitom miary oH ucrmyrascs. Co Bcex CTOPOH ero OKpyskajia TEeMHOTA U ITyCTOTa, peaib-
HbIM 6I>UI TOJIBKO IIOJI IO HOr'aMMH. Kypbep OCTAHOBWJICA, YYBCTBYA, KaK €ro HAYMHACT TOIIHUTD.
Bpone 61 KOpuIop He HACTOJILKO BEJIMK, OH JIOJKEH TABHO KOHYUTHCS — OOBIYHON JepeBSIHHON JBe-
pblo. CurMoH B3MaxHyJ calleil — HarpaBo, oToM HaneBo... Hudero. ITycro. [Tokasanock, 4to oH
CTOMUT MOCPEAX OIPOMHOM TEMHOW Telepbl M YTO HUKAKOTo KOpUAOpa Ha caMoM jene HeT. EcTb
TOJIBKO HEHACBITHAsI yTPOOa JOMa KOJIIyHA, TOTOBAsI MOIJIOTUTH HE3BAHOTO TOCTS, PACTBOPUTH B cede,
pa3MazaTb TOHKMM CJIOEM I10 CTEHKaM KaMEHHOTO KeTyIKa. . .

Crauo xkapko. Karist mota mycTpbiM KJIOMOM Mpodekanach Mek JIONATOK, CKOJIb3HYJIa Ha MOsIC-
HUILY U CIIPpATAIACh B IITaHAX. CurMoH 3acToHaj u OTCTYIIMJI HA 1ar, 4yBCTBYS, KaK JpOXKaT HOT'U.
Crpax mpoOupai 0 CaMbIX MEUEHOK, 3aCTaBJIsT CYAOPOXKHO BCXJIUMBIBATh MU MOJIMTH O TIOIIAJE.
Henpb3s. Eciu ceffuac moBepHyTh, OPOCUTLCS HAyTeK, CIOMsI royioBy, 6e3 mamsTu... Her. HeBos-
MOJHO.

CxaB 3yObl, CUTMOH HepeluTeIbHO MIarHyJ1 Briepe/], ornacasich, He ucdes i noit. [log Horamu
Mo-TipexkHeMy ObLJT KaMeHb, TBEPAbIA M XOMOAHBIN Kak yiea. Torma CUrMoH B3MaxHYJ KJIMHKOM, U
CHOBa — HMUETO. Y HEro BAPYT 3aKPyKHJIAch TOJI0BA, CIIOBHO OH CTOSUT HA TOHEHBKOM JIOIIEYKe, Tiepe-
KMHYTOH uepe3 Oe310HHYI0 nporiacTb. Kypbep MmokavyHysics ¥ 3acTbUl Ha MecTe, O0ICh TIOIIEBETUTHCS.
Crapasich COXpaHUTh PAaBHOBECHE, OH B3MaxHYJI PyKaMH, KaK 3alpaBCKUi akpoOart, ryOoKo B3/10X-
HYJI 4 TIOYYsLI 3arax cupeHu. ToT caMblili Mep3KUil 3amax, YT0 HAMEPTBO BBEJICS B €ro mamsth. TOT-
Yac ropsiyasi BoJIHA KPOBU yAapuiia B MakylIKy, B YIIax 3aryjesio, U BIUCKM OTO3BaIUCh Ooibio. B
TEMHOTE IIPOCTYITUII CBETJIBIN CUJTYST ACBYILIKH C JJIMHHBIMU CBETJILIMU BOJIOCAMM. . . HpOCTyHI/IH —Hn
TYT K€ UCUe3, CJIOBHO €ro HUKOrjaa u He Obu1o. CUrMOH, He TIOMHS ce0s OT THeBa, IIarHyJ BHepen,
MIPUTOITHYJI HOTOH, BBIPYTaJICS, a MOTOM TIOIIIEJT JaJibilie, HAalJIeBaB Ha Bce cTpaxu. Ha msaTom rmare
calJIsl C TIIyXUM CTYKOM BOTKHYJIAch B JIEPEBO.
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OH nopomen 61vxe, MPOTSIHY PyKy Y HAlynal JBEpHYIO pyuky. TyT ke Bce CTajio Ha CBOM
MecTa, HaBaXJeHHe OTCTYIHJIO, U OH TIOHSUI, YTO KOpUIop KoHuYmiIcs. He OblJIo HUKaKoW IpOomacTH,
HUKAKON HEHACBITHOU yTPOOBI U O'POMHOM Telephl. BbiT TOJBKO ero cTpax.

Ot ynapa HOrM IBepb pacraxHyJach, COCKOUMIIA C BEpXHE MeT/IM M pyxXHyJIa TUIaliMs Ha T10J,
B3METHYB 00J1aK0 MbUTH. B ju1i0 rutecHyscs ceet, 1 CUrMoH npuiry pusicst. [IpukpbiB JIaJOHbBIO IJ1a3a,
OH BOIIIEJ B CBET M OKAa3aJcsl B TOM caMOil KOMHate, rje ele yTpoM OeceqoBas ¢ KoiayHoM. Ha
00eJJeHHOM CTOJIe CTOSIIH /IBa OTPOMHBIX OPOH30BBIX MOJICBEYHHKA C 32 KEHHBIMU cBedami. [locie
KPOMEIITHOH ThMBI, IAPUBILIEH B KOPUAOPE, MX CBET Kazajcs ocaenuTesbHbIM. Bee ere mypsics, Cur-
MOH TOZIOIIEN K CTONY M orjisiienicsi. B KomMHaTe HUKOro He ObLIO, HY)KHO MITH JaJibllie, HO CHOBA
JIe3Th B TEMHOTY, OJIy’)KAaTh Hayraj 1o KOpUIopaM He XoTesoch. OH OIMyCTHIT KJIMHOK, Pa3MBbIIILIsis,
4TO OyJeT JIydllie B3sTh C COOOU CBeUy WM ClIeNIaTh U3 MTOp (hakell.

— Croii!

I'myxoii ronoc npurien u3-3a cnuHbl. He pazgymbiBast, CUrMOH niepeMaxHyJ1 uepe3 CTOJ U pas-
BEPHYJICSI, BBICTABUB BIlepe] caliiio, TOTOBSCh PyOUTh U KOJIOTh. .. Ho B KOMHaTe ObLIO MO-TpeKHEMY
MyCTO.

— 3aueM Tbl nipULIesn?

— Boixonu! — kpukHyin na Toiis, y3HaB ronoc ®aomapa. — Beixoau, kosayH!

Tomoc mara 1ies oT ABEPHOTO MpoeMa, U3 TeMHOTHI, 1 CUTMOH JOTaJIaJicsl, YTO XO35IMH CTOUT B
kopuaope. OH OBICTPO OIJISIZIEN CTOJ, HO HUYEro TAaKOTro, YeM MOXKHO ObLIO Obl 3aITyCTUTD B KOJIIyHA,
He Harres1. Pa3Be uTo Tskesblid OpOH30BbBIN MOJCBEYHUK. .. HO 4TOOBI €ro B3ATh, HA/I0 OMYCTUTh KJTU-
HOK, a 3Toro CUrMOHY JeJIaTh HEe XOTeJOCh.

TeMHOTa 3a ABEPBIO 3arycrena, BCKOJIBIXHYJIACh, KaK 3aHABEC, U BBHITUTIOHYJIA KOJIIyHa B KOM-
Haty. OH BbIIIEN Briepesl, ¥ TIof ero B3mIs1AoM CUrMOH MOMSTHIICS.

— CurmoH na Toiis1, Kypbep BTOPOro EXOTHOTO MOJIKa, — TUXO pousHec Paomap. — 3aueM Thl
BepHYJIcsA? 3aueM MPOHUK B MOH JIOM IOJT TOKPOBOM HOYHU, KaK BOp?

— 51 xoten TeOs1 BUAETH, — OTBETUJ Kypbep, IPUMEPSISCh, KaK JIOBYEE MEPECKOYUTH Yepe3 CTON
Y XBaTaHyTh Mara caOei.

— Yt00BI MOrOBOPUTH?

— IloroBoputs? — Bckunyscs Curmon. — O, Het. Ha stot pas Her!

— Croii! — KpUKHYJI Mar, 3aMeTHB, YTO I'OCTh onepcsl pykou o cron. — He mesenucs! NHaue s
pasBero TBOM Ienes Mo BCEMY J0MY.

CurmMoH yBHJIEN, KaK JaJOHU KOJIIyHa €/IBa 3aMETHO 3aCBETHIINCh, U 3amep. OH c Jocaoit
noxymai, yto 10 Paomapa CIMIIKOM jgaieko. YToObl JocTaTh ero KJIMHKOM, HAJIO MOA0OpaThCs
OJIMKe, HaMHOTO OJIMKE.

— Tsl BO30YXk/IeH, — OTMETHJI Mar. — YTo-TO CIy4nsioch?

CurmMoH BBIIPSMIIICS U OIycTrIl cabmo. KoniyH nomkeH Tymarh, 9To eMy HUYEro He yrpo-
’kaeT. BbITh MOXKET, TOrJja OH paccnabuTtcs, norepsieT OAUTeIbHOCTS. .. A CUrMOHY OyIeT JOCTaTOYHO
TOJIBKO OJTHOTO yJiapa — HAalCKOCh OT Tuleva K Oefpy, BbKMMast KUCThIO PYKOSITh. ..

— Cityuninoch, — OTBETUJI OH Mary. — Thl CIIpaIMBa MeHsl, BUIEJ JIU 51 TPYIbl KpecThbsiH? Tenephb
BUJIET.

— Tpyns1?

— Opun. Ho storo nocraroyno. Monopast ieByiika, 1049b ctapoctsl. OHa Jiexana Ha MoJjsHe,
Oenas ¥ XOJIoAHAs1, Kak MpaMop. fl mogymal, 4To 3TO MPOCTO CBET JIyHbI, HO HET — B HeW He ObUIO HU
KpoBUHKM. Ha 111ee — aBe AbIphI, KaK OT yKyca. YKyca JUKOU TBapH, HEUMCTH, KOTOPYIO ThI HOPOIHI!

Konnyn nHaxmypwuics u onmyctui1 pyku. CusiHue nagoHel oMepkJio, 1 CUTMOH ocMenuiIcs cae-
JIaTh TIapy 1IaroB BAOJb CTOJIA.

— S TyT HM IpH YeM, — TITyXO cKas3asl Mar. — MHe HeT jiena JI0 IePEeBEeHCKHX.

— Koneuno, vy ipu yem, — jierko cornacuiicsi CUrMoH, Jiefiasi eie OJIuH Inar. — T0 TBOSI 10Yb.
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— Houb? — ynusuics ®aomap, u ero OpoBU ceibIMU 0a0OUYKaM BCIIOPXHY/IU BBepX. — Jla ThI
CITATHJI, cojiaar!

— Ot youToil neByIIKY Maxjo cupeHbio. CrHUBIIECH CHPEHbBIO, TaK ke Kak MaxHEeT OT TBOeu
nouepu. He cmeii orpuniats!

— 3ampu! — KpUKHYJ KOJAYH U BCKUHYJ pyKy. KOHUMKM ero majiblieB TJIedH, KaKk YrOJbKU
KocTpa, 1 CurmMoH octaHoBuIICsl. OH MOYTH OOOIIIEI CTOJ, EMY OCTaBAJIOCh €lle Mapa IMaroB, © MOKHO
OyleT B MpbDKKe TOTSHYTHCS O KoJayHa. Beimaa. Beero onuH Bbinaj, ObICTPHIA, TOYHBIN, CMEPTESb-
HBIN.

— Mos 104b HE UMEET K 3TOMY OTHOLIEHUs, — cKazasl Paomap. — Thl HE 3Haelllb, O YEM IOBO-
PHIIIb.

— Ho 3amnax...

— TeGe mokazanocs.

— He 5iru MHe, 51 y3HaI0 €ro U3 THICSIYM 3araxos!

— He nBuraiics, komy ckazano! 3aMpu Ha MeCTe, €CJIM He XOUelllb PacpoIlaThCsl C KU3HBIO.

— ®aomap!

— Iocroi, — ckazan Mar U OTCTYNHJI Ha miar. — Sl BUKY, Thl BEpUIIb B TO, YTO roBopuiiib. Ho
THI 3200y aembcss. Hu 51, HU MOsI I0Yb TYT HU NpH 4eM. §I He Xody HampacHbIX xepTB. Tak 4to
CTOW CITIOKOWHO.

— Ter Bpewn!

— Tuie, comuisk, noymeps nbul. Thl caM He 3HAellb, O YeM FOBOPHULIb.

— 41 3Ha10 HOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI MOTPEOOBATh y KOJUIErUH MaroB 3a0paTh TeOst Ha TprOyHalL. Teos
BBIKYPSIT U3 3TOTO JIOMa, KaK BBIKYPUBAIOT JIUCHILYy U3 HOPHI, U moTtamar B BeHT Ha nernsix!

— Ipoknstue, — 31m0 6pocuit mar. — Hano Ob10 cpasdy TeOs CriainuTh, a TMernesl pacchinaTh Mo
cagy. TOT 7aBHO Hy)XJaeTcs B yIOOpeHUSIX.

— Hy, nasaii, xru! Yero xe Thl x1e1ib? !

— 3arkHuck! Ctoit Ha Mecte. $1 He KOJIyH, S HE MCHONB3YI0 Marvio Bo 3i0. [Toatomy u He
yOuBao Te0s1, XOTS MOT 3TO C/IeNIaTh THICATY pa3. Xopoiio, Curmon ja Toiis, s 1am Tede 0ObsCHEHU .
Ho tonbko ecu Tl OyJelib CTOSITh CIIOKOWHO. XOTh 51 M IIEHIO JIIOYIO KHM3Hb, HO CBOIO — OOJIbIIE
APYTUX.

— Jagaii, naBaii, — 6pocunn CUrMOH, CKUMast XOJIOAHYIO PYKOATh. — 51 KIy.

OH pneiictBuTeNbHO KJal. Jlo KomayHa ObUIO JIOBOJNIBHO JIaJieKo, U Jodas 3aaepkka Obuia
nonezHa. CUTMOH HafiesiyICs, 4TO, TIOKa KOJAYH Oy/leT ONpaBIbIBAThCsl, OH CMOXET MPOIBHHYTHCS
BIIEpe/.

Ho ®aomap nogHsu1 BTOPYIO PyKy M 3BOHKO ILIEJIKHYJ NaJblamMu. TeMHOTa B JBEPHOM IIPO-
eMe 3aBOJTHOBAJIACh, 3apsiOmia. CUIMOH HEBOJIBHO TOMSITUIICS, €My TIOMEPEIINIOCh, YTO B TEMHOTE
BOpOYAETCsl UTO-TO OoJbinoe U crpamHoe. OH BCKUHY ca0iio, HO TYT kK€ B KOMHATY BOIILUTM KeHa
1 109b Mara. OneTsl OHM ObLIM TaK Xke, KaK U IHEM, CJIOBHO U He JIOKWJIMCH craTh. M mo-npexxHeMy
MaTh CMOTpesiach OieqHbIM TofoOueM cBoelt nouepu. OHa Moxoausiia Ha MOTYCKHEBIIMHA TOPTpeET,
HAITMCAaHHBIM B He3araMsITHbIE BPEMEHa YUEHHKOM XYyIOXKHHUKa. A BOT Jlaypu BhIIIsijiesia HAMHOTO
ayudrie. Ha ee mekax urpas pyMsiHell, a ryOsbl, ajible W IyXJIble, YIbIOaHCh.

— Iocnymaii MeHs1, — cKa3aJl Mar, He oOparasi BHUMaHUs Ha KeHIMH. — [IaTHaquaTh et
Hazaj Mbl KW B Mubepe. B To Bpemsi st ObUT WIEHOM TOPOICKOH KOJJIETMH MaroB U YeCTHO CIIy-
Auj1 KopoHe. Ho ogHaxpl. .. OgHa) sl MHE IPULILUIOCH CPaKaThCsl C O3BEPEBILEH TONION, TIOIHSIB-
medt OyHT. [aBa roposckoro cosera, rpadp CuBeprH, MoTepsit BCSAKYIO coBecTh. OH CITyCTHIT Ka3eH-
HbIE ICHbI'M HA TIOCTPOMKY 3arOPOIHOTO JBOPILIA, TOTOM B3BUHTHJI HAJIOTH. .. Bripouem, 3To HEBaKHO.
YepHb BOJIHOM MPOKATUIIACH TIO TOPOLY, CMeTasi Bce Ha cBoeM IyTH. OHU KIJIM JOMa — BCe TOAPs,
Pa3opsIH JIABKY, TPaOUIIM, HACWJIOBAMH. .. Tonma o6e3ymena. Mbl Bcell KoJUIerrel 3aliyInai Mari-
crpart. Hama cuia ocraHoBMIIa TOMITY, M MBI CIIEPKUBAJTH ee HaTUCK JBa AHs1. [lotom nomocneny com-
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natel, OyHT ycmupuid. CUBeprHa 3aKOBaJIM B 1IeTIH U yBe3u B BenTt. Bee ycnokomnocs. Ho koraa
s1 BEpHYJICS IOMOM. ..

Mar 3amomuan u nogouien K crony. CUrMOH IIapaxHyJicsl Ha3all, OTCKOYMJI K CTEHE U BbICTA-
BUJI cabmmio iepes coboit, Ho Paomap He oOpaTuil Ha 3T0 BHUMaHMs1. OH onepcst pyKamu o AyOOBYIO
CTOJICUTHULLY Y B3IVISIHYJI Kypbepy MpsIMO B I71a3a.

— OHu OB MEPTBBI, — C TOPEYBI0 CKa3aa Mar. — MepTBbl. YepHb pa3rpoMuiia Mou JIOM, TIOKa
S 3alLMIIAT TOPOL.

I'maza ®aomapa moaHMIMCH 3710001 U Oosbio. Ero B3misig BHymaun cTpax, Ka3ainock, Ha Cur-
MOHA CMOTPHUT HE CTApHK, KUBYILIUI B 3a0POIIIEHHOM JIOME, a MOJIOIOW BOMH, TOTOBBIN OPOCHUTHCS
B 0011. CUrMOH BXaJICSl CIIMHOM B CTEHY W MOJHSUT KIIMHOK Ha YPOBEHb IJ1a3, JKejas 3alUTUThCS OT
CTpAIIHOIO B3MJISAA.

370 noMorio. Mar HEOKUAAHHO OITYCTHII TJ1a3a, U Kypbep OOJIerYeHHO TIepeBet AyX.

— Hexwurts, — mporternitan oH. — Tl OAHST UX U3 MOTWIIBI? UTO ThI HATBOPWIL, KOJITYH?

daomap He OTBETWII, JIMIIb MOKaYaJl OMYyLIEHHOW rosioBoil. [lorom BApyr cxBatui co crona
TIOJICBEYHUK, Pa3BEPHYJICS U 3aITyCTUI UM B jkeHy. CUTMOH BCKPUKHYJI, HO TSIKEJIBIN KYCOK OpPOH3bI
rposieten ckBo3b PuMenb U KaHyJl B TEMHOTY Kopuiopa. JKeHIlrHa He B3pOrHyJia, He OTCTPAHUIIACh.
V Hee paxe He U3MEHWIOCH BbIPaKEHHE JIULIA.

— 3710 (haHTOMBI, — OPOCKIT Mar, MOBOPAYUBASCh K Kypbepy. — Myutio3uu. JlecsTh JIeT s MOTpaTil
Ha TO, 4TOOBI IpUAATh (popMy CBOMM BOCTIOMUHAaHHMSAM. OHM MOTYT TOBOPUTH, HO OHU HEPA3yMHBI.
ITH CI0BA BJIOKII B HUX 5. Y HUX HET CBOEro CO3HaHWsI. Thl X BUIIUINB, HO OHU OECIJIOTHBI U HE
CIIOCOOHBI B3ATh B PYKH Jlake JOKKY. U yx Tem Ooree He MOTyT KOCHYThCSI YeJIOBEKa.

— 310, — IpOILENTal Kyphep, — 3TO0. ..

— DTO NPOCTO KAPTUHKHU, — 3aKOHUMJI Mar. — [ToprperTsi.

OH cHoBa noBepHyJicsi K CUrMOHY U cMepuil ero B3nIsaAoM. [lotoM mienkHyn nanplamu, u
curyps! sxeHmuH ncuesnu. OHU POCTO pacTasiid B BO3Ayxe Oe3 cresa, Kak TaeT yTPeHHss AbIMKa
01 JTy4aMu COJIHIIA.

— JlecAtb et 5 KUBY B 3TOM J0ME, — INTyX0 cka3an Paomap. — 1 oHM KMBYT BMECTE CO MHOH,
co371aBast BUAUMOCTb OOBIYHOM kM3HU. U 51 0ueHb He MO0, KOrja MHE HATOMHHAIOT, YTO 9TO WJLTIO-
3us. [lonnmaens, Kypbep?

CurmoH 3arjisiHyJ1 B UepHbIe I71a3a Mara, U ero pyka, CKMMaBIask pyKOsITh caOi, 3aipoKaia.
B razax ®aomapa mieckanocsk 6e3ymue. [loxoxe, OH Tak U He OMPABUIICS OT yAapa CyIbObl, a )KU3Hb
PAI0M ¢ (paHTOMaMH JIMIIb CUIIbHEE PACCTPOUIIA PACCYIOK.

— 51 HUKOMY He paccKasblBaj 3Ty UCTOPHUIO, — TPOAOIKAT Mar. — MHe CIMIIKOM OOJIBHO T'OBO-
puthb 00 3TOM. Haneock, Tereph Thl MOHSLI, YTo omudasics. Ctymnai cBoel Joporou, Kypbep, U OCTaBb
B [TIOKOE MEH$ U MOIO CEMBIO.

Curmon He otBetw. Ilepen HUM TOXe cTOsT (paHTOM, HO BHJIEN €ro TOJbKO OH. Moonas
AEBYIIKA C BaCHJIBKOBBIMHU IJIa3aMH U IMIIEHUYHBIMU TpsAsaMH Bosoc. OHa yibiOanach CUIMOHY,
3Bajia K ceOe. .. A Ha Iiee y Hee KpacOBAJIVCh JIBE paHbl, HCTEKaBIIMe YepHOM KpoBbio. Kypbep criiot-
HYJI ¥ IOMOTAJI TOJIOBOM, OTTOHSIS1 BUJICHUE.

— Jlaypu, — 6pocui oH. — Tbl He mpoBepwu Jlaypu. [1o30BU cBOIO 109b, KOJIAYH!

— Yro? — cBUCTAIIUM I1IenIoToM ocBeiommicss Paomap. — YUTto Thl ckazan?

— TBost nous! — BeIKpUKHY CurmoH. — 9710 oHa! OT Hee maxHeT cupenblo. [axe ceituac s
YyBCTBYIO 3TOT 3anax. [IpokiiATue, no3oBu ee, s1 Xouy ¢ Hel TOBOPUT!

— He 3a0wIBaiics, cOTUISK, — pe3KO cKa3all Mar. — 5 1 Tak CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO moBean Tede. [po-
BaJIMBail OTCIOJA, MTOKA 51 HE PacKasiicsl B TOM, UTO CAENaJ.

Tenepb OHU CTOSIM JPYT HAIPOTUB APYra, UX pa3Aessi JUib cTosl. CUTMOH MOT JIETKO J0TsI-
HYTbCSI MEUOM JIO KOJIIyHa, HO TOT CBEPJIMJI €T0 TAKUM ITPUCTAJIbHBIM B3[JISIIOM, UTO Kyphep He HaJle-
SIJICSI Ha TO, YTO YycrieeT HaHecTH yaap. KomntyH onpeneneHHo CsTUL, ¥ B Ipyroe BpeMsi Kypbep coe-
’aJj1 Obl TIPOYb U3 ITOTO oMa, Oe3 OMISIIKK, Kak yoeraior ot BepHoi cmeptr. Ho ceffuac oH He Mor
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OTCTYIUTh. Ero mabIpl eme MoMHUIHA XOIo/ Kok UIky, a B xunax kurel raeB. Curmon ja Toiis,
Kypbep BTOPOTo MEXOTHOTO TOJIKa, HE JKeJIajl OTCTYIATh.

— Ilo3oBu ee, — morpedoBai oH. — [To3oBu! A He TO...

— A He To — ut0? — nepecnpocut Paomap, U B €ro r;1a3ax OTpaswiIoch Iiams cBeueil. — A He TO
THI TIO30BEIIIb CIOIA TOJITY KPECThsTH, BOOPYKEHHBIX BIJIaMH U (pake1aMu? DT0 MHOTOIIABOE OpyIiee
YyJIOBUIIIE, JIMIIIEHHOE pa3yMa, KOTOpPOe YKe OUH pa3 pacTep3ayio Mok j0ub? Tak?

Mar BckuHyJ pyKy, 1 CUTMOH B3MaxXHYJI MEYOM, BHIIIJICCKMBAS BCE HATIPSIKEHUE, CKOTTMBITIeECs
3a 3Ty 6@3yMHYI0 HOUb B €ro Tejie. Pyka pacrpsamuiach, Kak aTakyolas 3Mest, HAHOCS CMEPTEJTbHbIN
ynap... M Bce ke OH poMaxHyJICS.

daomap oTIIATHYJICS B CTOPOHY, M KJIMHOK paccek JIIIb Bo3ayX. CUIMOH TPBITHYJT Ha CTOJ,
TIOTTBITAJICS 3aIlelTUTh Mara HOroM, HO TOT JIOBKO YXBaTHJI Kypbepa 3a canor. CUTMOH yTIai CO CTOJIa,
KYBBIPKHYJICS Yepe3 roJioBy ¥ BCKOUMJT Ha HOru. Pa3BopaunBasich, OH BCKUHYJI Med JIJIst HOBOTO y/1apa,
HO, MOJTYYUB yAap B IPyIlb, TAKOW, UTO 3aXpycTen pedpa, BIETel CIMHOW B JepeBsHHbIN 1mKad. Tor
pazJeresics B IIEMNKHU, U Ha Kypbepa rpajioM noceinaiachk papdoponas nocynaa. OT ynapa nepexBaTuiio
JbIXaHUE, IOMYTHEJO B I71a3ax, 1 CUTMOH TSKeJIO Ocesl Ha TOJT.

Mar crosis y cTona, BHTSHYB BIiepe]] PyKY 1 yKa3blBast Ha Kypbepa JUIMHHBIM TOHKUM TaJIbIIEM.
Ero rnaza meinanu, Kak pacKaJieHHbIE YIJIM, a pacTperaHHble BOJIOCHI CTOSUTH JHIOOM, KaK IIepCTh
Ha 3arpuBKe 03J100JeHHON coOaku. CUTMOH 3aCTOHAJT M TIOIBITAJICS MOAHATH Ca0JIi0, YTOOBI OISITh
3alIUTUTHCS OT CTPAIITHOTO B3IJISA/Ia, HO PyKa JPOTHYJIA U He MOAYMHIIIAC.

— Bynb THI POKJIAT 3a TO, YTO HAOMHWI O MOel 0oju, — mporeana KouayH. — Hamo Obuio
Cpa3y TaK MOCTyMuTh. Jla, UMEHHO Tax.

CUTMOH TOMBITAJICS BCTaTh, HO TEJIO He CIyHiagoch. HOrm He IIeBENWINCh, & PYKH TOJBKO
B3JIparvBaJIy.

— Wnu ciona, — BeJies Mar U CKaJl pyKy B KyJIak.

ToT4yac He3prMas cuiia MoTaIuiIa Kypbepa o moiy, BOJIOKOM, Kak MeIoK ¢ 3epHoM. OH uyB-
CTBOBAJI, Kak cuyia ®aomMapa cKMMaeTcst BOKPYT HEero, IaBUT Ha TPyAb Ky3HEYHBIM IPECCOM, MelaeT
JpinaTh. CUTMOH 3aX pyIies.

OcTaHOBWIICS OH y CaMbIX HOT KOJayHa. TOT HaKJIOHWJICS HaJ IJICHHUKOM, OTKMHYJ CeIyio
TPSI/ib.

— Bce BB OqMHAKOBBI, — OpOCKIT OH TpsAMO B Juilo CUTMOHY. — Bbl BCe OepKUMBI KAk 101
yowuiicTBa. Ho 51 He Takoi, HeT. 1 He Oyy OTHUMATh TBOIO HUKYEMHYIO KU3Hb. Thl MOCTYKHIIL HAYKE.
Benmkoii Hayke Maruu, 0 KOTOPOHM Takue, Kak Thl, HE UMEIOT HU MaJICHIIIEro Mpe/ICTaBJICHUSI. . .

CUTrMOH CHOBA 3aXpHIIEJT, 9yBCTBYS, KaK OT yKaca OCTaHABIMBACTCS cepiile, HO He CMOT JIaxke
3aKpu4aTh. Mar pacnpsmMuJIcs, marHyJ B CTopoHy, 1 CUrMoHa CHOBA MOTAIIWIIO 1O rofty. OH cieio-
BaJI 32 KOJIJTYHOM, CJIOBHO TOT BOJIOK €TO Ha BEPEBKE — Ha HEBUIUMOW BepEBKE, UTO Kperue CTaTbHOU
ter. [lapann3oBaHHBI Kypbep BUJIEI JIUIIb TEMHBIN IMOTOJIOK, HO HE COMHEBAJICS, UTO €ro Talar
B nofBasl. OH KpHYaJI OT y’kaca, HO TOPJIO U3ABAJIO JIUIIIb KAJTKUUN XPHUIT. YKac HaXJIBIHYJI C HOBOU
CHWJIOH, CKOBBIBas IBMKeHUsl HajexHen 3akaruid. [Tonsan kongyna! Her, nydie cmepts. Curmon
CTPACTHO XkeJajl CMEPTH, XOTeJT, YTOOBI KOJIIYH CXKeET ero 0TI U, Kak ObLJIO 00eIaHo, pa3BesiI Ierel
o gomy. Ho B 3TOM emy ObL10 OTKa3aHO. EMy CyXJIeHO cTaTh UTPYIIKON KOJIIyHa.

Korma Hajg HUM COMKHYIACh ThMa KOPHUJIOpa, KUBast, UICXOAAIIAst X0n010M, CUrMOH oOMep OT
y’kaca, HAMOYMJI B IITAHBI ¥ TTOTEPSLT CO3HAHKE.

k% %k

He 6but0 1Hs M He ObUTO HOUM. JIWIs ThMa ¥ CBET, OOJb M TIOKOM, kapa u xonon. OOphIBKU
OeCCBSI3HBIX BUJICHHI HE TaBAJI YCHYTh, 3aTATMBAIN HA TEMHOE JTHO, B Oe3[IHY KoImMapoB. B penkue
MUHYTHI TpOCBeTIeHNs1 CUTMOHY YyAMJIOCh, YTO OH ITOTMAJl B MUp, IJIe CTPaJIaHus U )KU3Hb O3HAYAIN
ofIHO ¥ TO ke. OH He 3HaJI, KTO OH, I/ie ¥ 3a4eM. [1oTom Bo3BpaIianack CriocOOHOCTh CBSI3HO MBICIUTD,
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Y Kypbep MOHMMAJ, YTO 3TO HE COH, BCIOMMHAJI, TJIe HAXOIUTCS, M — HaYMHaJI Kpudath. OH BBUI /10
TeX TOp, TIOKa KOJIAYH He MOrpysKajl ero B HOBBIH KOIIMap.

W Bce xke, korga orcrynasia 0ok, cinabeny 3aKJIMHAHUS U JEWCTBUE AypMAaHSIIMX OTBAapOB,
CurmMoH OTKpBIBAJI IJIa3a U BUIEJ TO, YTO Ka3aJIOCh MPOJOIKEHUEM KOIIIMAPOB.

B nepBbiii pa3 yaanoch MOHATh, YTO OH HAXOAMUTCS B TEMHOM IIOfIBaJIe, OCBEIIEHHOM JIMIIb
napoit ¢pakesioB. CUTMOH CHjies Ha MOJTy, TPUCTIOHUBIIUCH CIMHOM K cTeHe. OH MOMNbITAJICS ToIIeBe-
JIUThCS, HO 3aISICThs1 ObLIM TIPHMKOBAHBI K CTEHE jKeJIe3HBIMH KoJibllaMu. Bce Teno 6oeno, J1oMuo
CIIMHY, @ PYKH 3aTeKJIM U CTAIN KaK JIEePEeBSHHbIC KOMOAbL. YIAIOCh JIUIIb MOAHSThH TOJIOBY M Pa3-
[JISIIETh, YTO TEPe/l HUM CTOUT JUTMHHBINA CTOJN, YCTaBJIEHHBIN CTEKJISTHHBIMH KOJIOAMH, PETOPTAMU U
KYTKMMH Ha BHUJ KOHCTPYKIMSIMH U3 OJecTsiero Merayuia. biaeck nHcrpymeHToB HartoMHmi Cur-
MOHY, YTO MHOTHE U3 HUX TOTPyXalInch B ero Teso. Kypbep 3acToHat, nonsitayics coopaTbes, Mof-
TSHYTh HOTHY 1071 ce0sl, HO JlaXke Ha 3TO He XBaTuio cuil. OH 3aCTOHAJI, YPOHWII TOJIOBY HA TPyIb U
MIOTPY3HJICS BO ThMY.

Wnorna cuel npepriBavch. Toraa CUrMOH BHIES EPEKOIIeHHOe 371000 U0 KonayHa. Pao-
Map OWJI IJIGHHHKA T10 JIMILY, 10 pyKaM, Ho CUIMOH He 4yBCTBOBaJ Oosii. BepHee, 4yBCTBOBaJI, HO
OHa Ka3ajach eMy 4YeM-TO JaJleKUM M HE3HAUUTENIbHBIM, CJIOBHO €€ OIIYyIIal He OH, a KTO-TO JIPYTOM.
Korvapsl Memmanuck ¢ peasibHOCTHIO, EPEIUIeTaIUCh TaK TECHO, YTO TaH HE MOHUMAJ, TJIe €CTh UTO.
OnHaxIp! KOJIYH MPOTKHYI €r0 TPyAb MEYOM, U TaH MOHSI, YTO 9TO BCe-TaKM COH. B mpyroii pa3
daomap yaapuI ero Tak CHIIBHO, UTO cioMaln pedpa. U1, kopuack ot 60711, TaH MOAYMaJl, 4To 3TO ykKe
MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY.

Crenylomee mpoOyxaeHHe 3alOMHMUIOCh HaMHOro Jydmie. CHTMOH cpa3y MOHSUI, 4TO
MIPOCHYJICS, © MTHOBEHHO BCIIOMHIJI, YTO MPOU30LILI0. Mara B rmojBajie He OKa3ajioch, M Ha 3TOT pa3
Curmony yaanoch ocMoTpeTbesi. OH ObUT TO-TTpeXHEMY IPUKOBAH K CTEHE, a IIepei HUM BO3BBIIIIAJICS
BCE TOT XK€ CTOJI, YCTABJICHHBIH 37I0BeMMHU Kobamu 1 ipubopamu. Ho Tereps B mogsasie ropesnu
(akesnbl, 1 CUTMOHY yIaJI0Ch paccMOTpeTh cTeHbl. [ToiBan ObUT OOMBINON — HE MEHbIIIE TOCTUHOM.
CTeHsbl CIOKEeHBI U3 MEJIKMX TEMHBIX KaMHEeH, MOKPBITHIX IJIECEHBI0, a TMOTOJMOK 3a0paH MPOTHUB-
IIIMMU JIOCKaMH. 32 CTOJIOM, B TEMHOU CTEeHe, e/1Ba BUIHeIach OoJblnas gomaras asepb. CreBa oT Hee
ObLIO OOJIBITIOE MTYCTOE MPOCTPAHCTBO C TIAJKUAM TOJIOM, HAIOMUHABIIIEE TUIOMIAAKY AJIsS TPEHUPO-
BOK. O0 3TOM e TOBOPWJI U ICPEBSIHHBIIN CTEH]] C OPYKHUEM, YCTPOUBIIUICS Y camMoid cTeHbl. CUrMOH
MIPUIIYPUJICS ¥ Pa3IJIsifiesl TPU Meva, TONOP-KJIeBel U MPUCTPOSHHYIO COOKY KaBAJIEPHICKYIO cadIio.
Caoto cabmo. Kypbep rmojgymat, 4to OH He MEPBbIA «r0CTh» NoaBaa. [lymats o cyap0e mpe/IinecTBeH-
HUKOB HE XOTeJIOCh, U, YTOOBI OTBJIeUbCsi, CUTMOH IMOBEPHYII TOJIOBY, MBITASICh PACCMOTPETD JaTbHUI
yTOJI MOfIBaJIa, MOTPYKEHHBIN BO TbMY. TO, UTO OH yBU/IEIN, 3aCTABUJIO TaHA MOXKaJeTh, YTO OH OTBEJ
B3IJISIT OT CTOMKH C Opy)XueM. Byiosb cTeHsI 1es JUIMHHBIN kesno0, BhIIONOIeHHbI B Tony. OkaH-
YUBAJICSI OH OOJIBINION TEMHOM JILIPOM, OYeHb MOXOKeW Ha xkepiyo kosomna. JKenod, ckopee Bcero,
CITy’KWJT KpOBOCTOKOM. CUI'MOH Y:Ke BUJEJ TAaKOW — B TEMHMILIE apMEICKOM Ka3apMbl, KyJa Momnaj 3a
apaky ¢ ouepoM. TaM-To eMy U OOBSICHIIH, 3a4eM HYyKEH Keno0.

Hecmotpst Ha TO, 4TO OH YyBCTBOBaJ cedst 3aMeTHO Jtyuine, CUrMOH coBceM maji gyxom. K
HEMY BEpHYJIach SICHOCTb yMa, HO Jierde oT 3Toro He crano. Ckopee Ha000poT. OH SICHO MOHUMAT,
YTO KOJIIYH CTaBUT Ha HEM OIbITHI, U, CKOpee BCEro, Mocje JOJITMX MyUYeHUH ero *kIeT CTpalHast
cMepTh. PaccunThiBaTh Ha TO, YTO €ro OyIyT UCKaTh, He puxoauTcs. OH CBEpHYII C yTBEPXKIEHHOTO
MapIIpyTa, 1, IaXe ecJy 10 ero cielaM MOMIeT apMericKas pa3Belka, OHU He JI0TaJaloTCsl BBISICHUTD
kopotkuil myTh. K nepeBne Xonamonuiisl. Koneuno, eciu Ob1 OH ObUT KOMaHAMPOM TIOJIKA WK XOTSI
Obl KaITUTaHOM, €r0 Obl ICKJIM JI0JITO, TIIATEIBHO U, OBITh MOXKET, 1axe Hanum. Ho oH — Bcero b
Kypbep, KageT. Ero o0bsaBAT ne3epTUpOM M Ha3HA4YaT BO3HArpaxaeHue 3a noumky. Ha tom u ycro-
KOSITCSI.

CurmoH 3acToHan 1 OONMM3HY nepecoxiime ryosl. Winka, KaaeTckuil Kopiyc, pofgHoe roMe-
CThe, Mama, otell... Bce 310 ObUIO Tak AaBHO. [Ipomiiast kuU3Hb Ka3zajach CHOM, YYJECHBIM CHOM,
CUACT/IMBBIM YTOJIKOM, KyJa He CyXJeHO BepHyThCs. Hukorna. Briepeau Toiabko My4eHus1, KOIIMaphl
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1 cMepTh. CUIMOH mogyMaJt, XodeT Jid ymepeTh? [Tpuciyrmancs k cebe u moHsuT: xoueT. Cefvac xe.
OH 3aBopoyaICcs1, HO OBLT HACTOJILKO €10, UTO J1axke He CMOT cecTh rmoynooHee. BcnoMHMIMCh pac-
CKasbl TIpernojaBaTesieid 0 ToM, Kak BO BpeMsl MOJIyBEKOBOW BOWMHBI ¢ Bonjgepom Bpaxeckue j1a3yT-
YMKM yOUBaM cedst, 9TOObl HE BBIIATH TAWHBI O] MBITKaMU. OHU OTKYCHIBAIA ce0€ SI3bIKH, TJIOTAIIH
KPOBb ¥ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB YMHUPAJIH.

SI3bIK OBUT CYXMM U IIEpPIIaBbIM, Kak Kopa ayoa. M HernociyniHeiM. CUTMOH MsiT €ro 3y0amu,
TIBITAJICSL YXBATUTb, HO TOT OONTAJICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, Kak sI0I0KO B O0uKe ¢ Bofoi. Hakowerr
Kypbepy yIaJIOCh TPUAABUTH €ro epeJHUMH 3y0aMu. OH CKaJl YeToCTH, CO CTPaxoM OXuaast 0o,
HO OHa TaK ¥ He npunuia. OH HaKaJl CUIIbHEe, YyBCTBYS, KAK HEMEET YelIOCTh, U TIOHSUI, YTO Y HEro
HET CWJI Ia)ke YKYCHTh camoro ceOsi. MpIIiibl ocnadiu, potr packpbiics, 1 Curmon 3ariakai. OH
IBIIIAT OTKPBITBIM PTOM M TUIAKaJl Oe3 cjie3, phlAal OT OOM/IBI Ha TO, YTO HE BJIACTEH JIaXKe HaJl CBOEH
COOCTBEHHOM KU3HBIO.

— Tebe ceromus nyure?

CUTrMOH 3aMep U IMOCTapaJICs CKATHCSI B KOMOK. DTOT rojioc. OH He 3a0bIBaJI €r0 Jake B CAMbIX
CTpaIIHbIX cHax. ['010Cc KoJayHa, MPUHECIIEr0 eMY HOBYIO IIBITKY.

OmnycTuB roJIoBy, YTOOB! HE BUIETh NMPUONMKEHNE NCTOUHNKA MyUYeHuH, oH 3amep. Ho oH Bce
PaBHO CIIBIIAJ, KaK KOJIYH MOAXOAMUT K HEMy, IOKas KaOJayKaMu caror 1Mo KaMeHHOMY IOy, U
ceplie B3ApariBajio B TaKT IIaraM My4uTesisi. Beul i1 TOT B MojiBajie ¢ caMoro Havaja, Wid BOIIIE
TOJIbKO uTO? CUrMoH He 3Haul. U 3HatTh He xoTes. OH mocTapascs OTOABUHYThCS MOAAJIbIIE OT Mara,
HO JIMIIIb TUIOTHEE YTepcsi CIMHOM B CTEHY M jKaJIOOHO 3acKy 1. ToTyac cuibHas pyKa CXBaTuia ero
3a BOJIOCHI, 3alTPOKUHYJIa rosioBy, 1 CUrMoH ysuzen suio Paomapa, npepeniapiiee Hayaio HOBOTO
kommapa. Ero rasa cusiiim anbiM OrHeM — He TOpeJIH SIPOCThIO, KaK paHbllie, HO CUSLITA JOBOJIbCTBOM,
KaK y 4eJIOBeKa, YBUJIEBILIETO HASIBY CBOIO MEYTY.

— Hy uro %e, — oBOJIbHO MpousHec KonayH. — [Ipogomkum.

OH paz:xaJt nasnblipl, U rojjoBa CUrMoHa ynaja Ha rpyab. Kypbsep 3akpbii poT, Habpaj BO3IyXy U
3aBbUL. OH BBLJ /IO T€X MOP, MOKA Marus KOJyHa He TIOTrpy3Kiia ero B HOBbIN KOIIMAap, HATIOJTHEHHBIH
OO0JIBIO U OTUASTHHEM.

Ha stot pa3 ounyscst CUrMoH OT JIacKOBOrO TpUKOCHOBeHHsI. OuepeHON KPOBaBbIi KOIIIMAap
BBIBOPAYMBAJI €70 HAN3HAHKY, CBOJIJI C YMa, 3aCTaBJIsLT OMTHCS B OKOBAX, HO HAa 3TOT pa3 YTO-TO OBLIO
He Tak. [IpukocHoBeHue... JlackoBoe npukocHoBeHue K 1eke. K npasoit. OuytuB 310, CUrMoH
PBaHYJICS IPOYb U3 320bIThS1, HABAK/IEHbE OTCTYIHJIO, ¥ OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BEPHYJICS B peaJIbHBII
MHUP.

I'maza tak 1 ocTaguch 3aKpbITBIMU, HEMHOTO KPYKMJIACh TOJIOBA, HO B 11€JI0OM YYBCTBOBaJl OH
ceOs npekpacHo. Hekotopoe Bpemsi CUIMOH MPOCTO MOJTYa BUCEN B LIETSIX U HACTAXKIAICS JaBHO
3a0BITHIM OLIyIIIEHWEM TIOKOsl. Ero mpaByio mieKy I71anid HeXXHble TOHKHME Majblbl, TIaIMIN J1ac-
KOBO, JIETKO, TaK, KaKk 3TO YMEET JIeJIaTh JIUIIb KEHCKas pyKa. XOlIoJHasl Kak Jies.

— WNika, — nporentan CUrMOH, U TYT e PbIBKOM BEpHYJIach NaMsATh. — Mimka!

OH BCKMHYI TOJIOBY, OTKPBLT 1a3a U 3amep. Ha Hero cMotpeso npekpacHoe KeHCKOe JIMLO:
TOHKHE OpOBHU, IPSIMON POBHBIN HOC, IMyXJIbIe ajible TyObl, pyMsiHel Ha Iekax. .. Jlaypu. Joub kon-
nyHa. Hexwurs.

CUrMoH B3ApPOTHYJI, TIOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY, YKJIOHSISICb OT OUYEPEAHOrO KacaHWs, W IpUKAJICH
IIEKOH K XOJIOJJHOH CTEHE.

— Ilpochynca? — Tuxo cnpocuna Jlaypu, HakJIOHsICh K camomy yXy Curmosa.

OH He OTBETHII, TOJIBKO IJIOTHEE BKAJICS B CTEHY, TOUyBCTBOBAB IIEKOM I'pyObIil pyOell KaMeH-
HOU KJIAIKU.

28



P. AdanacreB. «3HaK 9ygoBUIIA»

— Tbl BRI JTyYIlle, YeM paHbllle, — MPofokuiIa Jlaypu, U ee HU3KHA TPYIHON rojloc
MpO3By4Yas Kak rpoM. — Kak Tel cebst uyBCTBYelIh?

UyBcTBOBaJ OH cedsI MPEKPACHO, CIOBHO U HE ObLJI0 OECKOHEYHBIX KOIIMAPOB, TIHITOK M FOJIOAA.
Tesno cHOBa eMy MOIXYMHSIIOCh, PYKH HAJIMITCH CUIION, a 00Jb OTCTyIMIIA. TONIBKO HEMHOTO KpPYKH-
Jach rosioBa. Bee 6b110 x0porno, Ho CUrMOH He cTajl oTBevaTh. [IpocTo 3aKkphul 11a3a, HaJesiCh, YTo
BEPHETCS MPUBBIYHBIN KOIIMAp, a YyAOBUIIE B OOJIMKE JIEBYIIIKUA UCUYE3HET.

— OtBeuaii! — pe3ko Opocuia 09k KOJIyHa.

Ona cxBatuiia CurMoHa 3a ogOOPOIOK U ¢ HEOKUAAHHOW CHIION MOBEpPHYJIa TOJIOBY K cebe.
Kypbep Berpetuiics ¢ Hel B3IUIs110M U MOPrHYJL. B ee ocTek/ieHeBIIMX 71a3ax He ObLIO HA MaJISUIIIEeTro
MpU3HaKa KU3HU. TOJNBKO MyCTOTA M JIeTKas JbIMKa, Kak Oy/ITO AEBYIIKA W BIPSAMb JJAaBHO yMepia.
Ho 310 He ucnyrano CurMoHa — mocJjie MbITOK KOJyHa OH He 0OsiIcs HUUero u Hukoro. Emy crano
HETIPUSITHO, TOJIBKO U Bcero. Ml HeMHOTO — JIIOOOMBITHO.

— Kro 1H1? — cipocu oH. — Kto?

— TebGe He3zaueM 3T0 3HaTH, I0HEII, — Opocuia Jlaypu.

— Yo Tebe HyxHO? — cHOBa cripocusl CUTMOH, He OTBOJIS B3IVIs/1a OT MEPTBBIX IJ1a3.

Jlaypu ynbIOHyach, ee ryObl HCKpPUBIIIA YXMBLIKA, OTKPBIBast psiji OEJTOCHEKHBIX 3yOOB.

— MHe HyXHa TBOsI )KU3Hb, — IPOCTO CKa3zaja oHa. — Tombko 1 Bcero. Haneiock, Terepp Thi
MONPABIJICS] ¥ BOCCTAHOBWIT CHJIbL. OHM MHE TIOHaHOOSTCS.

— K10 THI1?

— Kakas Te6e paznuma?

- Kr0?

Jlaypu otmyctuia ero mogdopoIoK U paccMesyiach — pe3ko U 3710. OHa OTCTynujIa Ha miar u
JIETKO MOBEPHYJIACh, UCTIOJTHUB 3aMbICIIOBATOE TAHIIEBATBHOE 1.

— IIpaBna, kpacuBoe Teno? — cripocuiia oHa. — Ckopo oHo Oyznetr Moum. [TonHOCTBIO.

— Tw1 mpuspak, — 6pocus CurmoH. — Hesxuts. ®aomap CKOpO 3TO MOWMET, U Thl 3aliMEIIb MOE
MEcTO.

— Kak 6b1 He Tak! CTapuk CIMIIIKOM yBJI€YeH CBOUMH SKCriepuMeHTaMu. OH HEMHOTO 3aur-
pavicsi, BooOpasun cedss Tropiiom. OH co3[ai 3To Tejlo, HAJIeIWI ero MPUMUTUBHBIMU YyBCTBAMH,
MIPOCTEHIIINM CO3HAHUEM. .. VI OCTaBWII JTa3elKy /111 MeHs1. DTo ObUIO OYeHb TPOCTO. $1 3aXBaTHII ITOT
(banTOM Cpasy, Kak TOIbKO OH MOSIBUJICS Ha CBET. ENMHCTBEHHASI HENPUSATHOCTH 3aKJTI0YANIACh B TOM,
YTO 3TO TeJI0 ObUIO OecTIOTHO. OHO MOSIBIISIOCH U UCUE3AJIO0 TI0 XKEJIAHUIO Mara, HO sl BCerjja BO3Bpa-
I1aJICsl — TOTOMY UTO 3TOT CAMOYBEPEHHBIH TITyTIel] He 3HaJI O MaJIeHbKOH He3arepTol JBepiie. . .

— JleMOH, — ¢ OTBpAILICHUEM IIPOU3HEC TaH.

— Moxerb 3BaTh MeHS U TaK, — OTBeTWIA Jlaypy ¥ KOKETIMBO YJIbIOHYIAC.

— 3auem 310 Tebe?

— 3auem gemony teno? [mynbiil Bopoc. YToObI KUTh. 3/1€Ch, B 9TOM MUPE CIIAJIKUX U MATKUX
TeJ1, HaCJak/1asiCh KaXI0M IMPOKUTON MUHYTOW U KaXIOH Karjied IPOJIMTON KPOBH.

— Twt oxerb. PaHTOM HE MOXKET HUYEro KOCHYThcsl. Paomap MOmHSIT TeOsh U3 MOTHIIBI, ThI
MIPOCTO OKUBIINN MEPTBSIK. . .

— 3amomuu! 51 kocHyscs Te6s! Y moapy Ky TBOIO TOIIYTAJ, U STUX JEPEBEHCKUX MYKHKOB!

— 3auem? 3a yro?

— MHe npocTo HpaBUTCS — KacaThCs Bac. .. Tak. M moToM, MHe HY)KHO ObLJIO HEMHOTO KPOBH,
HEMHOTO Ballleld XKM3HEHHOW CHJIBI, YTOOBI TO TeJ0 00pesio IUIOTh W He3aBUCUMOCTh. [IpHIioch
HAYMHATh C MAJIOTO, C TOHKMX SMaHauui. .. [1a1e gonrux sier. .. [lotom HaceKomble, KUBOTHbIE, M BOT,
HaKOHell, s J0Opajics A0 CaMbIX JJAKOMBIX KyCOYKOB... JIo Bac. OcTajsioch HEMHOTO, COBCEM UyTh-
YyTb, M TOT/IA 51 HAUHY JKUTh ITO-HACTOSILEMY.

— Tak Tb1 yOUBa...

— Ja. YtoOnl oxuBuTh (pantoma. f ymero 3to aenatb. Ho st 3TOro Hy)KHO MHOTO KpPOBH,
MHOT0!
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Hemon B o0mmube Jlaypu rojgascs Briepes, HakJIoHWICs Hal CUTMOHOM 1 OOHSLT €ro 3a IUIeYu.

— Ceropans, — nipomenTtan oH. — 10 Oyner cerogHs. Ctapbiil Aypak cam He TOHUMAeT, YTo
nenaet. Hy u xopomo. B Tebe mHoro cusbl. Ouenb MHoro. U Best oHa Oyzet moei!

CurmMoH Mo4yyBCTBOBaJI, KaK XOJOAHBIE I'yObI KOCHYJIUCH €T0 IIEKH, W TOMbITAICS OTBEPHYTh
TOJIOBY, HO JIMIIIIb CTYKHYJICS 3aTBIJIKOM O CTeHy. [IeMOH MpOBeJT N0 ero IIeKe S3bIKOM U 3aComes OT
B030yx)aeHus. CUMOH BCKPUKHYJI U 3a0WJICS B LIETISIX, MBITAasiCh 0CBOOOANTHCS. OH He KeJajl CTaHo-
BUTbCSI OObIYE 3TOi TBapu. JKaxaa cMepTH OTCTYNWJIA, U Terepb OH He XOTesl yMHUpaTh. TOJIbKO
He Tak. He Tak!

OH BbIpbIBaJICs, OWJICSA, KaK pbida B CETsIX, HO BCE YCHJIMS ObUIM HAIIPACHBI: IEMOH ObLT CHJIb-
HBIM, a JBIoKeHHs: CUIrMOHaA CKOBbIBaM 1ieni. HakoHel pa3osnieHHasi TBaph CXBaTWUJIa €rO TOJIOBY
00erMU pyKamMH U MpHKaja K XOJIOJHOU CTeHe.

— Tume, — npommmnena oHa, korga CUrMOH MOMBITAJICS YAAPUTH ee KojeHoM. — He nepraiics,
yesioBeueK. TBOM MyUueHHUsI CKOPO KOHYATCS.

I'onosa Jlaypu ckjioHMIIaCh, KaK MOHUKIIMI [IBETOK — ME/IJIEHHO U HE:kHO. Kypbep nouyBcTBO-
BaJI, KaK XOJIOMHbIE ryObl IPUHUKIIU K €r0 IIee, U 3aKpryall uTo ObUTo cvil. ToTyac XonoaHas JialoHb
JIernia Ha poT, 3araymas KpUkK.

CurmMoH ep3an Ha MecTe, C y’KacoM UYBCTBYS, KaKk €ro IUIOTh PBETCS MO HAropoM 3yOoB
JIEMOHa, ¥ B PaHy MPOHMKAIOT KJIBIKHU, XOJOIHbIE, Kak Jea. OH HU4ero He Mor caesaTh. Tapb muia
KpOBb, 3a0Kpasia ero xu3Hb, a CUrMOHY OCTaBaJOCh TOJIbKO CTOHATh OT yXaca U KJaTh CMEPTH.

— Jlaypmu!

TBapb B3ApoOrHyna, Kak ot yaapa. OHa orcrpanuiack or CUIMOHa, U OH yBHJEN ee Oesioe, Kak
MpOCTHIHS, JUIO. [10 y3KoMy OIOOpOAKY CTeKasia KpOBb — €ro KpoBb. [IeMOH MOPIHYI, U MyCThIe
71232 JIEBYIIKU BAPYT OKUBHUJIKICh, CTAJIA OCMBICJICHHBIMU.

— Jlaypmu!

JleMOH pe3Ko MOAHSIICS Ha HOTH, IIArHyJ B CTOPOHY, U CUIMOH YBUJE, YTO Y JaJIbHEW CTEHHI,
3a cronoM, ctout Paomap. OH CMOTpeJ Ha JI0Yb, U B €T0 I71a3aX Tasulo yIUBJICHHUE.

— YTO THI TYT J€N1aelllb? — CIIPOCHII OH.

— Oren, 31ech yenoBek. OH OOJICH, U 5 pelua. . .

BpoBu mara IporHyau, OH BCKHHYJ 00€ pyKH, BHITOJIKHYI OT ce0sl HEeBUVMBIH 11ap, U IEMOH
B3BU3THYJL. Ero Teno B3MbUIO B BO3/1yX U MPUKAJTIOCh K CTEHE, KaK JIMCT OyMarm.

— Kro TH1? — 3aKkpruan mar, u ero 60poaa 3aTpscaach.

Jemon He oTBeTvI. OH MUIeN, U3BUBAJICS, HO HEBUAMMAS CHUJIa, C KOTOPOH Kyphepy yke J1oBe-
JIOCh TIO3HAKOMUTBCSI, KPEIKO MpUKUMalia ero K crene. KosmyH B3MaxHy/n paBoi pyKOu, U Teso
Jlaypu crano meHsATbcss. CUTMOH YBUEIN, KaK €€ JIMIO BBITSHYJIOCh U TOYEPHENO, a JIaJOH! TpeBpa-
THJIUCH B JIallbl C [UIMHHBIMU U OCTPBIMH, KaK OpUTBA, KOI'TSIMHU.

— Ipoknstue! — B3BbLT Paomap. — Kak o1 mocmes! Most tous, most Jlaypu!

JleMoH 3amep, HO MTpeBpallieHH e MPOAOKAIOCh. Ero Teo MeHsIoCh: U3 I1ed BbUIE3 ! JIJTHH-
HbIE MBI, HOTY BBHITSHYJIMCh M CTaJIM TIOXOKU HA BOTUYBH Janbl. [l1aThe ncuesno, OTKPHIB MOIITHOE
MoxHartoe Teno. U3 pantoma Jlaypu Ha CBET BBUIYITHWJIOCH OTBPATHTENIBHOE IHIMIACTOE UYJOBHIIE,
MOXOKee Ha MOMeCh BOJIKA M XKYKa.

— Most 10ub. .. — 3acToHaN Mar. — §I BepHy Tebs1, BepHy!

— Tol onozgan, — npommnen aAeMoH. [logobpas non ceOs YyJOBHUIHbBIE JIallbl, OH C CHJION
OTTOJIKHYJICSI OT CTEHBI M TIPBITHYJI.

KonayH BCcKpuKHYII, €ro OTOPOCHIIO Ha3al M YIApUIO CIIMHOW O CTeHY. [IeMOH OTTOJKHYJICS
OJIHOM JIArOM OT IM0J1a M OJJHUM TPBIKKOM B3JieTen Ha cToi. CTeKJIsTHHbIE JAOMPUHTHI KOJO pasiere-
JIMCh THICSTYaMU OpPBI3T, HaJl CTOJICIITHUIICH B3BUJICS KJIyO CHU30TO JIbIMA, U YepHYI0 (pUTypy JU3HYII
SI3BIK IJTaMeHU. [IeMOH 3ammries, MeTHyJICSI B CTOPOHY, HO TYT e B3MbLI B BO3/yX, KaK OT yaapa,
OTJIETeNT K CTOMKE ¢ MeuaMH U C pa3Maxy oOpyImics Ha Hee BceM TejoM. CTolika pasierenach B
IIENKH, U OPYXHE CO 3BOHOM PACCHINAIOCh N0 KAMEHHOMY TIOJTY.
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— Hagait! — kprkHya1 CUrMOH, 3a0BIB O CBOEW HEHABUCTH K KoJayHy. — [laBaii!

daomap, yciiblIaB KpUK, pe3BO BEIHBIPHYJT U3 KJIyOOB /IbIMa, OKYTaBIIUX CTON. PyKu OH Aepxal
niepen; coOoi, mepedupasi majibl[aMu BO3IYX, CJIOBHO ILJIeJT HEBUMMYIO CeTb. JJeMOH BCKOYMIT HA HOTH,
IIPUTHYJICS, TOTOBSCh aTaKOBATh, HO TYT C PYK KOJIAyHa COpPBAJICSl OTHEHHBIH 11ap. TBaph MeTHYJIach
B CTOPOHY, U IUIaMs pacIljIecKasoch M0 OcTaTKaM JepeBsHHOM cToMKU. Paomap BbIpyrajcs, U ¢ ero
TaJIbLIEB COPBAJIMCH €I1IE [1Ba OTHEHHBIX 111apa.

JleMoH MeTaJicsl TIO TIOABaJTy, yBOpauuBasich oT orHs. CTeHbl, MOTOJIOK, TOJ. .. Kak Ma4uK B
aerckou urpe. Kpyrisiii, MpeIryduii, HOYTH HEYJIOBUMBINA. V1 OBICTPBIN — CJIMIIIKOM OBICTPBII.

— Hagaii! — xpuyan Curmon. — Xru!

OH xax/J1a1 yBUIETb, KaK TeJIO JEMOHA OXBATUT I1JIaMsl, KaK OHO JIOITHET OT Marm4eckoro xapa
Y Pa3JIeTUTCS O MOJIBATY COTHEW ABIMSIIIUXCS OIMETKOB. OH CTPACTHO KeJIajl 3TOro, JKeJaJ Mooe bl
KOJIIyHY, TI03a0bIB U O TIBITKAX, M O HeHaBUCTU. OH XOTeJ BUIETh, KaK YMPET TBaph, yousimas MKy .
Ho noka oH Buies TOJBKO TO, YTO IEMOH CJHMIIKOM OBICTD.

CurmMoH 3aBOpOYAICS, MBITasICh U30aBUTHCS OT IIETIe, ¥ C YAUBJIEHUEM OOHAPYKHUII, YTO TEJIO
MOCJIYIIHO U MOJHO CWI. PYKM HaJIMINCh TSAKECTBIO, B FOJIOBE MPOSICHUIIOCh, U OH CMOT BCTaTh Ha
KosieHd. Kypbep Hampsr mpaByio pykKy, MOTsHYI Ha ceOs... CTaibHOM Opacier, BpOCHIMA B CTEHY,
Jaxe He 1IeIoxHyJcs. 3apbiuaB, CUTMOH JIEpHYJI ero eille pa3 u eiie. .. OKoBbl He noagaBaiuck. OH
00epHyJICs1, YTOOBI TIOMPOCHUTH KOJIIyHA O TIOMOIIH, ¥ YyTh HE BCKPUKHYIL.

JleMOH, yBOpauMBasiCh OT OTHEHHBIX IIAPOB, BCIIPHITHYJ HA MOTOJNOK U MPHKAJICS K THIJIBIM
nockam. Paomap BCKMHYJ PYKH, BBIITYCTUJ HOBBII 1IAp OTHS, U TYT € AEMOH pBaHyJCs BIIEPEs,
OOpYIIMBIIMCH HA KOJIIyHa BceM TesioM. PaoMap caBIeHHO BCKPUKHYJI, TBAPh HABAJIIIACH HA HETO,
HO TYT K€ ee 00bsJI0 KapKoe ruiams. JIleMOH B3BU3THYJI, METHYJICS B CTOPOHY M TIOKATUJICSA TIO IOy,
cOMBasi OrOHb, C pa3Maxa HaTKHYJICS Ha CTEHY, yIApHUJICS TOJIOBOM O KaMEeHb U 3amep.

KonnyH pbIBKOM NOAHSUICS HA KOJIEHU, OIepcsl O MOJ pyKaMu U Tsbkesio Beral. bopona ero
cropesa, ofex/ja JAbIMUJIACh, a JieBas IleKa BHUcela KpOBaBbIMU JIOCKyTaMu. Ero momarsiBajio, oH
elBa JIepKaJjicsl Ha HOrax, HO He coOupalics caaBarbesi. Paomap nogasics Brepes, BCKUHYI PyKH, U
Ha KOHYMKAaXx MaJjblEeB BHOBb MOSIBUIIOCH IJIAMS.

— Xru! — kpuknyn Curmon. — Xru!

Ho konmyH Bapyr B3mporHya v onmycTuil pyku. Kypbep, BeIBOpaumBasi e, 0OepHYICs Ha
JeMOHA U 3aCTOHAJL. Y CTeHsl Jexkaito Teso Jlaypu. [Jous koiayHa BBIIAAENA, KaK paHbLIe: HA paH,
HU OJKOTOB, HU CTPAIIIHBIX KOI'THCTHIX JIaIl. ..

— Oren, — npoiuenTan (paHTOM, IOJHUMAs TOJIOBY.

— Her! — 3akpuyan Curmon. — He Bepb emy! D10 emon!

Ho ®aomap He cibimas ero. OH MeJIeHHO KOBBUISUT K IOYEPHU, IIPOTATUBAS K Hel 000K KEHHBIE
PYKH, Ha KOTOPBIX Terephb He ObUIO TIAMEHH.

— BepHuch! — KpUKHYJ Kypbep, HO Mar I11eJ1 BIepe/l.

Teno panTOMa BHITHYJIOCH AYTOM U B3JIETEJIO B BO3IYX, oOpeTas ouepraHus aemMoHa. M3sep-
HYBUINCH Ha JIETY, OH ITPU3EMJIUIICS PAJOM C KOJIJIYHOM M C HAJIETa 3aIyCTUJI B HETO JIJTMHHBIE KOT'TH.
daomap 3a0miCcs B KOTTSIX JIEMOHA, HO TOT JIETKO MOIHST TEJIO CTapyKa HaJl TOIOBOM M OpOCHIT BIle-
pen. KonayH ¢ rpoXoToM HUIETTHYJICS Ha CTOJ, Mpoexall 1o HeMy, CMeTast OCTaTKH KoJiO, 1 3aMep Ha
CaMOM Kpaio. [IeMOH IpPBIrHYJI CJIE0M, MPOIIEJCS 10 CTOY U MPUCES HA KOPTOUYKY, HABUCHYB Hajl
tesiom daomapa. Beirsisiesn oH no-npexHemy, Kak Jlaypu, BOT TOJIBKO U3 PyKaBOB IMPU3PAYHOroO Iia-
ThsI TOPYAJTU YEPHBIE 3BEPHHBIE JIAITBI C [UTMHHBIMU KOTTSIMH, TOXOAMBIIMMH HA KPECThSIHCKUE CEPITBL.

Konnyn B3apornyn u 3axpurei. VI3 pBaHbIX paH Ha €ro Tesie pyubsiMH TeKJ1a KpOBb, HO OH BCE
ere ObLT KUB.

— ®aomap! — oryassHHO KpUKHYJI CUIMOH, IOHMMAas, YTO BCe KOHUEHO. — Paomap!

JleMOH MOBEpHYJI K Kypbepy MUJIOE JEBUYbE JTUIUKO. AJIbie TyObl MCKPUBHIIA 371asl YJIBIOKA, U
pa3BOEHHBIN, KaK y rajia, S3bIK OLIyIaJ BO3IYX.
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—INopoxau, — ckazasia TBapb. — TBOI Uepe elie He pulliell. Y MeHs eCTh OTHO HE3aKOHYEHHOE
aeno. ..

JIeMOH pe3KO HarHyJIcs ¥ BLIENWICS KOI'TSIMH B )KMBOT KoJayHa. ®Paomap 3arpoKuHY.I TOJIOBY,
3axpHIiesl ¥ CyIOpPOKHO 3a0MJI HOramMH Mo cToity. UyHoBwIIe BBIPBAJIO M3 JKMBOTA KOJIYHA KYCOK
Msica U BIETIJIOCHh B HETO JUTMHHBIMH KJIBIKAMH.

CurmMoH 3aCTOHAJI ¥ OITYCTHJI TOJIOBY, CTapasich CepKaTh TOITHOTY, MOAHSBIIYIOCS U3 KETyIKa
JTYITHOM BOJIHOM. JIeMOH ke, Kak Hapo4Ho, rorjomias miote Paomapa, ypyaa U HIyMHO YaBKal. Y
Kypbepa CHOBA 3aKpYKHJIaCh TOJIOBA, BO PTYy pa3iuiiach ropedb. OT CTPAIIHON MBICIIH, YTO CIIEAYIo-
UM OJIIOZIOM HEKHMTH CTaHET OH caM, CIesaioch emle Xyxe, 1 CUrMOHa CTOIITHUJIO JKETUbIO.

OTIU1eBBIBASICh, OH OITYTHJI CTPAHHBIN TOTYOK: KAMEHHBIN O MO/ KOJIEHSIMU €Ba Oy TUMO
B31porHy;1. CUIMOH MoAyMal, 4To eMy MOKa3aJoch, HO TOTOM JPOTHYJIa U CTeHa, OOTHYB €ro B
CIIMHY, KaK HOPOBHCTHIN TeJIeHOK. Kypbep BCKMHYJI rosioBy. TBaph NMO-TpeskHEMY CUjiena HaJl TeJIOM
Mara M Hachlanach riothio. Pyka ®aomapa cemmsanach co CToia, Mo Hel Oekall pyyeek KPOBH:
TI0J1 CTOJIOM cOOpaach yKe MpHIMYHast Jyka. TaH IIyMHO CIJIOTHYJI, PEIIMB, YTO HAYMHAET CXOAUTh
C yMa, HO B TOT € MOMEHT TOHSLI, YTO MPOUCXOMNT.

Konayn ymep. Ero marus ymuia BMecTe ¢ HUM, M JJOM, IIOCTPOEHHBIN C €€ TOMOIIIbIO, Havyasl pa3-
pymarbes. Bee, urto HakonmoBan ®aomap, JOKHO ObUTO yMepeTh BMecTe ¢ HUM. CUTMOH C HaJek-
IO TISIHYJ Ha TBapb, HO OHA M HE JyMalla Mcue3aTh — BUIMMO, KPOBb Kypbepa U IUIOTh Mara Inos-
BOJIWJIM €l OKPETTHYTh M YAepKaThcsl B 9TOM mupe. [loxoke, xkenaHue JeMoHa UCIIONHUIOCh, U OH
oOpeJ1 HacTosIIIee TeIo.

HoBwlii TOTUOK, e/jBa YIOBUMBIIA, CHOBA MpHIIescs B CiuHy. CUTMOH MIOBEpHYJI TOJIOBY U 3aMe-
THJI, 4TO JKEJIE3HBIN OpaciieT Ha ero 3arsiCTbe MOTYCKHE, MOKPBUICS TATHHOW — CJIOBHO COCTAPUIICS B
onuH mMur. He Beps ra3am, CUIrMOH IepHYJT pYKOW, U METaJUT OJECTSIIEH TPyXOr OCHINAJICS Ha TOJ.
KonnoscTBo, cKOBaBIIee ero, yXoauso.

Kypbep 6pocui ObicTpbiid B3I Ha dygoBuie. OHO MPOAOIIKAIO HACKHIIIATHCS, 3aPbIBIINCH
JIMIIOM B 5KUBOT KOJIIYHA, U Ia)Ke HE CMOTPEJIO B CTOPOHY TIEHHUKA. CUTMOH HECITBIIITHO B3IOXHYT
Y PHIBKOM OCBOOOIMJI BTOPYIO pyKy. TBaph HUYEro He 3aMeTuIa.

CurmoHy cpasy cTajo Jiydiile, B TOJIOBE MPOsICHUIIOCh, CEPAIIe Ky3HEUHBIM MOJIOTOM OyXaJio B
pedpa, a B BUCKax cTyvasia KpoBb. Kypbep roreBenuics u yoeauscs B TOM, UTO TeJIO TPEKPACHO ero
caymaetcs. [laxe MbIiib! He 3atekJiu. [loxoxke, KOJIyH MPOCTO He yCIIeN HaclaTh Ha Hero O4epeHoe
ocnabnsonee 3aKsThe.

TBapb HOBOJIBHO 3aypyala, Kypbep B3APOrHYI, HO YyIOBHUINE TaK U HE OTOPBAJIOCH OT CTpAIll-
HOH Tparie3bl. CurmMoH rnpukycui rydy. Tenepb oH cBOOOIEH, HO YTO B TOM IPOKY, KOTJa BBIXO
3aropakMBaeT CMEPTOHOCHAsI TBapb, ofoJieBiasi konnyHa? [laxke ecnm Obl y HEro ObLIIO OpYXHE. ..
Opyxue! CUrMoH MoBepHYJI FOJOBY U MPUIIYPUJICS, CTApPasiCh pacCCMOTPETh, Kyda JEJIOCh OpYKUe
¢ nepeBsiHHOM cToiKu. Cpa3y ke Ha IJia3a MOMNajics OfWH W3 MeYeld: OH JieKasl OMkKe OCTaTbHBIX,
B HECKOJIBKUX IIarax oT Hor CUIrMOHa M MPHU3BIBHO MOOIECKUBAT KIMHKOM. DTO ObUT MOTYTOPHUK
C JUIMHHBIM U Y3KMM KJIMHKOM, CO3/IaHHBIN Uil (peXTOoBaHMS, IJIsi MacTepa KinHKa. HameranHbii
71a3 Kypbepa OTMETHJI ¥ y30p Ha Tapjie B BUE NTHYBUX JIall, U OTOJIOBbE C OJIECTSIIUM KaMHEM, U
CHHEBaThIll OTONIECK Jie3Bus. .. [Toxoske, Med ObLT HACTOAIIMM OOEBBIM OpYyXkKKeM, O3 JIUITHUX YKpa-
nieHuil. Bo BcsakoM ciyuae, BHIIVISIAET OH KakK OAMH U3 CTapbiX NMb(PHUICKUX MeUel, BBIKOBAHHBIX
B He3amaMsITHhIE BpeMeHa — BO BpeMsl BOWHBI pac, a TO U paHbile. U eciu 310 ObUIO MpaBaoi, TO
JIy4IIIero OpysKHs He ChICKaTh BO BCEM KOPOJIEBCTBE.

CurmMoHy 3aX0TeJIoCh B3ATh €T0 B PYKH, TaK CHJIBHO 3aXOTEJIOCh, UTO Y HEro Jaxe 3auecasach
npaBasi JaaoHb. OH XaxJajl OIIyTUTh B PyKax MPHUATHYIO TsKECTh opyxkus. Ecim B3sSTh Meu, TO
MOXHO OyrieT XOTs1 ObI TONPOOOBATh POPBATHCS K JBEPH.

OCTOpOKHO MOBEPHYBIINCH, Kypbep B3IJISTHY/I Ha TBaph. Ta Mo-mpekHeMy Oblla 3aHSTa €J0M.
Torna CUrMOH THXO BCTaJl HA YETBEPEHBKH M, HE OTBOJIS B3IVIS/IA OT JKYIOIIEro 4y/I0BHINA, MOMOI3 K
Meuy. OH HaJIesICsl, YTO €My YIACTCsl TAXOHBKO MOJ00paTh KJIMHOK, HAacTh Ha IEMOHA CO CITUHBI 1
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OJTHAM XOPOIINM YIapOM CHECTH C IJied Mep3KyIo Oarky. HykHO ObLII0 TOJIBKO JOOpaThes 10 AeMOHA
paHblile, YeM TOT mouyeT HejagHoe. OfuH yaap, TOMbKO OJVH XOPOIIUK yaap — o OOJbIIeM Kypbep
Y HE MeUTal.

Jlo Meya ObUIO He1aIeKo, BCEro TpH Iara, MoxeT, dyeTbipe. Ho cefftuac CUrMoHy Ka3ajoch, 4To
1o Hero Bce Tpu Jurd. OOIMBasich XOMOAHBIM MOTOM, KYpbep IOJ3 BIiepell, 3aMUpast KaKAbli pas,
KOTJa TBaph NepecTaBaia yaBkartb. OH He OTBOJMJI B3IVIsIAA OT 3aThUIKA IEMOHA, BCE €Ille COXPaHSIB-
ero ook Jlaypu, u mon3. OH 3HaJ: OCTaJICs TOJIBKO OUH IIAHC U3 THICSTYM. TONBKO O/IMH.

Korzaa no meua ocraBascst oquH mmar, CUrMOH peliI, 4To y Hero Bce nonyunrcsi. iHaye u ObITh
He Morio. TBaph J0JKHA yMepeTh, €€ Hellb3sl BBIITyCKaTh B OONBIION MUp, HUKAK Hesb3s. JleMoHa
HY)KHO YHUUTOXMWTh, pa3Ma3arh IO CTeHaM, pa3pyOuTh Ha KYCKH, JIUIIb Obl 3TO 3JI0 HE BHIILIO U3
TMoJIBaJIA.

[Mon B3apOrHYyJ, CTEHBI 3aTPSICIUCD, U TIE-TO JaJeKO BHYTPU JOMa pa3fajics 3BOH pa3OUTOM
nocyapl. TBapp nepecraia keBaTh M MOAHSIA TOJIOBY, MPUHIOXMBasICh. CUTMOH 3amep, MPOKJIMHAS
TaK He BOBpeMsl B3[pOTHYBIIUI A0M. [0 Meua OcTaBajgoch COBCEM HEMHOTO — PYKY MpPOTSHYTbh, U
Tosibko. Ho oH He mieBenmics, 60suICs, YTO YyJOBHIIE €ro MovyeT, ¥ TOr/a. ..

TBapb OBepHYJIa TOJIOBY, 3alisiHyNa cede 3a CIIMHY, KaK YMEEeT TOJIBKO COBa, M YCTABUJIACh HA
Kypbepa. C uiia MOJIoo# eBYIIKHM, BHIMA3aHHOTO KPOBBIO, HA HETO CMOTPEJY YE€PHBIE U KPYIJIbIE,
KaK Yy KpbICHI, I71a3a. JloNTyio ceKyHIy HUKTO He MIeBeJTIcs. Mup 3amep. A MOTOM JIMIIO TBAPH CTAJIO
BBITSITUBATHCS, TIPEBPAIASCh B UEPHYIO MOpAY 3Bepsi, U CUTMOH MpPBITHYI K Meuy.

PykosiTh, orieTeHHast MIepIIaBoil KOkeH, ylIoOHO Jiersa B pyKy, CJIOBHO IOJl Hee U JIeNaliu.
Pacnipsmutsisicb, CUrMOH B3MaxHYyJI MEUOM, CHU3Y BBEpX, Hayraja — v nonaj. [lonckoumnBiias TBaphb
B3BU3THYJIA, IApaxHyJIack B cTopoHy. Kypbep ycnen pa3BepHyTbCsl, OTCTYIHII K CTEHE U BBICTABUI
KJIMHOK TIepeji COOOM, TOTOBSICh 3aIlUINATHCS.

TBapb cTOs/1a B TPEX IIarax, paCKUHYB KOI'TUCTBIE JIAlTbl, CIOBHO XOTeJla OOHSITh KEPTBY, HO HE
Harnagaia. CKBO3b NPU3pavHyIo Tesieny (anTomHoro tena Jlaypu npocBeunBaia TeMHast OyrprcTast
mkypa. [1o mKkype cHM3y BBepX IUIa JUIMHHAS paHa, COUMBIIasics Oypou xmxeid. CUrMOH pruoOo.-
puJICs — IOXOKe, TBaph OblIa HE TAKOH YK KPETKOM, KaKoW Ka3aiach Ha NepBblid B3rIs1. OH nepexBa-
THJI PYKOSITh Meda 0OEMMU PyKaMU U BBIPSIMIJI CIIMHY, PUHSIB 3alIMTHYIO CTOWKY. Med, KOHEYHO,
OTJINYAJICS OT KaBAJICPUICKOU caO, HO 9TO Aaxe K jydmemy. CUTMOH C JIETCTBA HE PacCcTaBaJICs
C MEYTOH O JBYPYYHOM KJIMHKE phIllapsi M, TIOMaB B apMUIO, HE YITyCKaJl CTy4asi IOTPEHUPOBATHCS B
paboTe ¢ HUM. DTUM BUJIOM OPYKHSI OH BN IaXe JIydlle, 4eM caOliei.

BriTsiHYTas Moprna TBapW B3[IpOTHYJa M BHOBb IpeBparmiack B juuuko Jlaypu. Ocrammch
TOJIBKO KJIBIKM — JUTUHHBIE U O€JIble KJIBIKY, pa3/IBUTABIIHE aJIble TYObI.

— T Oymernis ymupaTh MeAJIEHHO, — CKa3asa TBapb. — OueHb MeJJICHHO.

— TMocmotpum, — 6pocun CurmoH. — Tl omyumia Teno. Xoporo. Terneps 3To TeIo MOXKHO
U3pyOHTh B KyCKH.

Jluto Jlaypu nmo6meksio, ycrymnasi MEeCTO YyIOBMIIHOM MacTH BOJIKA. JIeMOH HOKHYN KOTTSMU
3aHUX JIar 00 TOJ M CTaJl OOXOAUTH KepTBY MO Kpyry. CUTMOH MMOBOPAYUBAJICS CIIENIOM, CTApPsICh
AepkKaTbCs TaK, YTOOBI JIE3BME MeUa YKa3bIBAJIO TOYHO Ha TOJIOBY UyaoBHIIa. OH ObLJI TOTOB OTPA3UTh
aTaky, HO TBapb BCE HE Hamajaja. YCreB OTBeJaTh KJIMHKA, OHA Tereph He CHelna M BhIOupasa
yIOOHBII MOMEHT.

CurMoH Hampsir MBIIIIBL, TPOBEpsis, Kak ciaymaercs Tesno. Cymanoch OTIMYHO. 3aKIsaTUS
daomapa crunynu 0e3 ciena, ¥ Kypbep 4yBCTBOBAJI ceOsl Jaxe JIydlle, 4eM JIo 3akjodeHus. OH
YyBCTBOBAJ B ceOe TaKyIO CHJTY, YTO, Ka3aJoCh, CMOT ObI pa3opBaTh TBapb roibiMu pykamu. Ho nose-
PSTH 3TOMY OIIYIIEHWIO He cTors0. CUTMOH 3HAJ: HENlb3sl NepeoleHNBATh ce0s1 U HEeJI0OIIEHUBATh
NpoTUBHUKA. [109TOMY OH TOXe BBIKMIAJ, BHIOMpPast yIOOHBIA MOMEHT IJIsI aTaKH.

JloM cHOBa B3IPOTHYII, U TIOJ MOJ] HOTaMU CKAaKHYJI, KaK HOpPOBHUCTAs Jiotaab. CUIMOH MOKay-
HYJICSI, Cllefiall Iar B CTOPOHY, U TBapb MpbirHysMa. Kypbep mpumnan Ha KOJIEHO, B3MaxHYJa MEUOM,
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nozipy0asi JEMOHY HOTH, HO TOT MEPECKOYMII KJIMHOK M OUYTUJICA 32 CrUHOM. CUTMOH yZIapul MEYOM
HazaJ, KyBBIPKHYJICS, yXO/Isl OT yJapa, BCKOYMJI HA HOTY M IIMPOKKUM B3MaxoOM Meua OTOTHAJ TBaph.

Tenepb 1eMOH atakoBasl HempepbiBHO. OH Opocajics Ha Kypbepa CIpaBa, ClieBa, Mpbraji C
MOTOJIKA, KPYTHJICSI BOTYKOM, HO CUTMOH He JaBajl TBap npuOIm3uthes. OH CTPUT MEYOM BO3/YX,
BKJIAJIBIBAS B YAAaphl BCIO HEHABUCTH U 0OOJTb, HAKOMMBIIIYIOCS 32 MOC/IEIHNE AHU. SIpOCTh yrpaBiisiia
KJIMHKOM, ¥ CUI'MOH JABUTAJICS] OBICTPO, OUeHb OBICTPO. Tak ke, Kak U MPOTUBHUK.

[Non Guiics B cygoporax, Tenepb COTpsiceHHsI He MPeKpalaiich HU Ha MUr. JJoM KoniayHa pas-
BAJIMBAJICS HA YACTH, CTEHBI IILJTU TPEIIMHAMHU, U TYJI TIPY STOM CTOSLI, KaK IPU CXO7ie TOPHOM JIABUHBI.
C noTosTKa ChIMaIMCh THIJIBIE MK, U3 CTEH BBIBAIMBAIUCH KYCKH KaMHs1, HO HI CUT'MOH, HY IEMOH
He 3aMeday 31oro. OHM ObUIM CITUIIIKOM 3aHSATHI IPYT JPYTOM.

Meu pelictButesibHO ObLT Xoporl. OTIMYHO cOATAHCMPOBAHHBIN, OH JIETKO OT3BIBAJICS Ha
Mavleiiiiee JBrKeHre naibiieB CUrMOHa, MO3BOJISAS TUIECTH CBEPKAIOIIYIO MAyTHUHY, YTO HE JaBaja
neMoHy rofouTu Omke. Kypbep mbITasncs aTakoBaTh U caM, HO TBaph ObUIa ObICTpPa, OYeHb OBICTpA.
W korma nocnie ouepeqHoro Bhinaga CUTMOH 3aMeIKascs, OHa BCKOUMIA Ha TIOTOJIOK M TPBITHYJIA
cBepxy. OH ycren TOJIbKO BBICTABUTH Meu Tepes] COOO OCTpUEM BBEPX M HAKJIOHUTH TOJOBY. TBapb
HAaropoJiach Ha KJIMHOK BCEM TeJIOM, 3aBU3KaJla U yaapuiia Kypbepa B Tpyab 0OEUMH JIariaMu.

Vnmap 6b01 Tak cusieH, yto CUrMoHa OTIIBBIPHYJIO B AAIbHUIA YTOJ MOBajia, K KPOBOCTOKY. OH
yIApWICs CIIMHOW O CTeHy, yIaJsl Ha TOJI, HO He BBHITYCTHJI M3 PyK Med. TBapb MpbIrHYJIA CISAOM,
HABHUCJIa HaJl KYpPbepOM, U OH PBAHYJICS B CTOPOHY, KYBBIPKOM YXO[s OT yaapa. Ho KOrtu cKosibp3Hy m
M0 CIMHE, TOJMKHYIM, 1 CUrMOHa OpoCHIIO Briepesl, Ha OOJIOMKH AepeBAHHON CTOMKU. OH KyBBIPK-
HYJICSI, BCTAJI HA OJJHO KOJICHO U YCIes 3aHecTH Med. TBaph yxke HaBHC/IA HaJl HUM, BCKUHYJIA KOTTH-
CTBIE JIAITbl, TOTOBSCH PBaTh MOAATIMBOE YenoBevYecKoe Teso... Ho oHa He ycriena HUYero crenarh.
Ha stot pa3 ynap momnas B 11eJib — TOYHO B cepeJiHy MoxHatoro 6eapa. Hora nemMoHa rnoajiomMuiach,
OH TOKAYHYJICs, B3MaxHyJ1 jJarnaMu, 1 CUTMOH BCTasl, pBaHyB Me4 CHHU3Y BBEpX.

Meu okazasicst HacTosAmM. KIMHOK ctapoil a1bguiickoil paboThl pa3BaIvI JeMOHA Ha JIBE
YacTH, pacroioOCOBA €ro OT Maxa A0 MaKyIIKHU, U MOJIOBUHKH TeJla, B3OPBABLIMECS MTOTOKaMH Oypoit
KWXKH, pa3JieTeuCh B CTOPOHBI.

CurMoH OTCTYNWJI Ha IIar W OMyCTWJ KJIUHOK. OCTaHKM TBAapH ellle COOPOTrajvCh, IIEBEH-
JIMCh, KaK JIBa pa3/laBIeHHBIX XKyKa. KOrTucThie ambl napanaiy 1o, OCTaBlisis B KAMHSX TIIyOOKHUe
3apyOKku. CUrMOH MOJHSUT PYKY U IIPOBEJ 110 TPYy/U, BCTIOMHUB, UTO HOJIYYHJI yaap B rpyab. Kposu He
ob110. [ToKayaB royoBoM, OH IITyOOKO B3IOXHYJ M yOeauJIcs, uto pedpa 1esbl. Bee Obuto B IOpsIIKe.
Torma oH B3sUICS 32 Me4 00EUMH PyKaMH U TIPUHSLICS 3a AEJO.

OcraHOBMIICS Kypbep TOJBKO TOIZA, KOrJa OT TBAPH OCTAIMCh COTHM MEJIKHX KYCOYKOB, W
HeJb3s1 ObLIO pa3o0path, Iie rojoBa, I7e JIalbl, T7ie TYJIOBHIE. Bpe3rmmBo orisaeB moayduBIieecs
KporuieBo, CUTMOH TOJOIIEN K CTeHe, B3sJI OOUH U3 (pakenoB u Opocui ero B Oypoe MecuBo. He
oOpariasi BHUMaHH Ha IIETKH, CHIMaBIIMecs C MOTONKA, BEPHYJICS K cToy. OTBEpHYBIIUCH OT pa3o-
APAHHOTO Ha KYCKU Tesa KOJIAYyHa, OH B3sUI CO CTOJA Mapy YLEJIEeBIINX KOO, BEPHYJICA K OCTaHKaM
TBapy U OPOCHJT KOJIOBI TTPSIMO Ha hakes. BaMeTHyBIIIeecs 1miamMst JIM3HYJIO MOTONOK, KYCKU IEMOHa
BCTIBIXHYJIA CHHUM OTHEM, M Kypbep IapaxHyJcs B cTOpoHy. OH BCKMHYJ PYKY, 3alHIIasi JIUIO OT
OTHSI, ¥ CTAJI CMOTPETh, KaK TUIaMsl C TPECKOM MOKUPAET TO, YTO OCTAIOCH OT IeMOHa. OH ObLJI TOTOB
CMOTPETh Ha 3TO BEUHO. SIpOCTh ¥ THEB OTCTYNAJH, TasIM B TUIAMEHH BMeCTe ¢ TBapblo, 1 CUTMOHY
crasio sierdye. Teneppb B J1yIie ocTaBasiach TOJIBKO OOJTb.

OuHysicst OH OT ynapa B 1iedo. B3apornyB, OH MOTHSUT IJIa3a U YBUAEN, YTO MOTOJIOK XOAUT
xomyHoM. Terepb U3 HErO BBIBAIMBAJIMCH LIEJIbIE JIOCKHM — OJIHA U3 HUX M XJIOMHYJA €ro Mo IUedy.
JloM KomiyHa pa3BaJMBaJICSl HA YacTH U, TIOXOXKe, TOMKEH ObUT BOT-BOT PYXHYTbh. Bosbliie MenTh
ObU10 Heb3s1. CMMOH TIOBEpHYJICS, TUTIOHYJI B CHHUI OTOHb ¥ OPOCHIICS K JIBEpH.

JloM KoJIIyHa HaIIOMUHAJ OKMBIIMI KOIIMAp: CTOIOOM CTOSUIA TbUTh, U3 CTEH BBHIBAJIMBAJIHCH
KaMHH, 11071 OWJICS B MPEACMEPTHBIX CyJoporax. B TeMHOTe MeTanuch OXKMBIIME TEHHU, M Ka3aJloCh,
YTO JIOM HAIlOJIHEeH NMpu3pakamu, commemmumu ¢ yma. Ho CurmoH, ucnsitaBimii Kommapst @aomapa,
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He yyBCTBOBaJ cTpaxa. [IpuKpbiBas JUIO JIAJOHBIO, OH LIEJ 10 KOPUAOpaM, 1Ie K BBIXOLY, TyAa,
OTKY/Ia JIWJICS TYCTOHM PEeKO XONMOIHbIH Bo3ayX. [IpoOupasich CKBO3b 3aBajibl KAMHEH, TIeperpbiriBast
Yyepe3 TPEIIUHBI B MOy, TaH CTapajics UATH ObICTpo. YyBCTBOBAI, OCTAI0Ch HEMHOTO. [loM nepikacs
U3 MOCJIEJHUX CUJI, CJIOBHO J1aBasi BO3MOKHOCTb FOCTIO OTOMCTHUTD 32 CBOETO XO35IMHA, HO €0 CHJIbI
ObLTM He OECKOHEYHBI.

Bnepenu, B KoHIIE KOpHIOPA, MEIbKHYJ CBET/IbIA TIPOeM, U Kypbep Opocuiicsi K Hemy. oM
B3[IPOTHYJI, U CBEPXY IIOTOKOM XJIbIHYJIA JOCKU, KAMHH, KyCKU IUTYKaTypKH... BoibHO ynapuio no
TUIeYy, HO 3TO TOJIBKO MOJICTETHYJI0, 3ACTaBUJIO MiepeiTH Ha Oer. Y camoii 1Bepu CUrMOH CIIOTKHYJICS.
OH ynaJst Ha KOJIeHH, TIONOJI3 BIEpeld, W TYT ke MO03aA1 Hero oOpyIIMIOCch KAMEHHOE TePeKphITHE,
HarTyXo 3aBaJIUB KOpUAOp. B cnivHy 10XHYJI0 %kapoMm, Kak U3 IUIaBHIIbHOM euu, 1 CUIMOH 3aKpryal.
OH noin3 Briepen, 4yBCTBYsl, KaK PacCTyNaeTcs Moj HOraMH I0J1, U HUKaK He MOT BCTaTh HAa HOTU. Y
CaMoro Mopora OH 3aMeIIKaJICs, MBITasiCh nepedparbcs yepe3 OOJbIION KaMeHb, U TYT K€ TOJ YIIes
u3-niof Hor. [IpoBanmBasick B 6e311Hy, CUTMOH 3aKpUYaJl, ¥ BAPYT MOTYyYMII CUJIbHBIA yIap B CIIMHY.

OH BbUIETEJN B OTKPBITYIO IBEPD, IPOKATHIICS 0 KAMEHHBIM CTYIIEHSIM U C TPECKOM BIOMMJICS
B KYCTBI CUpeHU. bapaxTasch B IyTaHULIE BETBEH, OH UCITyTAHHO BCKPUKHYJI: IOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OCJIETI.
Ho, pa3risineB B TeMHOTE COOCTBEHHYIO PYKY, TIOHSUT, YTO Ha JBOPE HOYb, TOIBKO U BCETO.

Oo6epHyBIIKCH, OH YBHUJEN, KaK U3 YEPHOW MACTU IBEPU BBIPBAJICS S3bIK IJIAMEHH, PACCHINaB-
LIMIACS BOPOXOM MCKP IO KAMEHHBIM CcTyIeHsAM. CUIMOH KCITyTaHHO MOATSAHYJ HOru. Jlom npocenas
B ce0s1, MpOBAJIMBAJICS MO/ 3EMITIO, & Ha €r0 pa3BaJIMHAX yxke IUIscaslo ocienuTenbHoe tiams. JKap
OT HETO 11eJT HEITYTOUHBIN, 1 CUTMOH NOHSLI, YTO CKOPO 3ambliaeT U cajl. OH BeTall v, IOKaYMBasICh
Ha XOMY, KaK IbsIHbIN, TOOpEIT POYb.

Uepes orpaay OH nepedpasicsi C TPYIOM: CHIIBI ero ocTaBuid. OH MOTpaTUII UX Ha CPaKEHHe C
YyJOBHIIEM U Terepb ObUI cllad, Kak HOBOPOXICHHBIN. 1 Bce ke OH 11es, o3, KapabKascs, CTpeMsICh
yOpatbCsi MPOYb OT ITOrO MPOKJISATOTO MECTa.

Tsokeno mepeBauBIIKCH Yepe3 3a00p, CUIMOH ymai Ha JIOpory y cambix BopoT. KoHeuHo,
HUKaKOro KOHs 371ech yke He Obu10. Kypbep c1a060 BeIpyrascs, BHILTIOHYII ITbUIb, HAOUBIIYIOCS B POT,
Y, YXBaTUBLIKCH 32 jKeJIE3HbIE ITPYThsl BOPOT, MOJHSAJICS HA HOTH.

B cany 6ymmeas oronb. KycTsl y mopora goma mbuiaiii, Kak (hakesisl, 1 OrOHb ¢ HUX Tepenoi3a
Ha jiepeBbs. JlyHa 3aimBania caj npu3padHbM OenbiM cBeToM, 1 CUTMOHY Ka3aJloch, YTO TOPST HE
JepeBbs, a OO, BCKUHYBIINE K HOYHOMY HeOy TOHKHe pyKu. OH IIENKHYN MajbllaMU, OTTOHSIS
3710, OTBEPHYJICS ¥ TOOPEJT O I0pOre, OCBEIEHHOH asibiM 3apeBoM. [1o3aiu ¢ rpoxoToM o0pyImics
J0M, IIbUIAIOIINE KYCKM KPOBIJIM pa3/ieTeIMCh IO Cajly, HO TaH Jaxke He oryisiHyscs. OH 1el Briepes, B
TEMHOTY, e/1Ba nepedupast Horamu. OH HUYEro He CIBIIA U e/1Ba JbImal. Med, HaMepTBO 3aKaThlil
B MPaBOH pyKe, OH TaIlIWI 32 COOOM, ¥ KJIMHOK BHIITUCHIBAJI OCTPUEM BOJTHUCTYIO JIMHUIO B IOPOKHOM
nbuU. B ronose ObUTO MMycTO, Tiepen Ila3aMy TUTBLIA CHHE-3eJIeHble MSTHA, U BCE MPOUCXOASINee
Ka3aJIoCh MPOJOJIKeHreM KolMapa. CUrMOH XOTes TOJbKO OIHOTO — yOpaThCsl OJAIIbIIE OT 3TOTO
CTpAaIIHOTO MeCTa.

YTpomM, Korjga OrneqHoe 3apeBo Moxapa CJIMIOCh C MEPBHIMU JTydaMu conHIa, CUTrMOHA HalluTH
KpecThsiHe. BeTpeBoXkeHHbIE BCIIOJIOXaMU OTHsl, 3aMETHBIMHU JIake B JIEPEBHE, OHU BCe-TaKu coOpa-
JIUCh C JTyXOM, BOOPYKMJIUCh U BBILIUIM Ha 1opory. VIX TeprieHre KOHYMIOCh, M Ha 9TOT pa3 OHU ObLIH
TOJTHBI PEITMMOCTH Pa300paThCsi B TOM, YTO IMPOMCXOUT, U Y3HATh, YeM ellle KOJIIYH MOKET HaBpe-
AUTH OCPEBHE. nu ¢ OHaCKOfI, MEJICHHO, YYyTb JIM HE Ha OIIYIIb — HE CIICIINJIN JIE3Th B IIACTh KOJI-
AyHY. XOTsI OHH ¥ BBIIILTA 3aTEMHO, HO eJIe TIEJUCh, He PelasiCh MPU3HATHCS IPYT JPYTY, 9TO OOSITCS
TeMHOTHIL. Ho Kora He6o mpocBeTiesno, OHU MPHOOOIPUIIHCH U TIOILTH ObICTpee.

EnBa MUHOBaB MOJIsl, OHM HATKHYJIUCH Ha 4esioBeka. OH MMOJ3 NpsMO 10 J0pore, CKUMasi B
MPaBOU pyKe JUIMHHBIA Med ¢ Y3KUM KJIMHKOM. Bech B IbUIH, B caske, B 3alla4KaHHOW pyOaxe, 60CO,
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C OOropeBIIMMH BOJIOCAMH, OH OOJbINE TIOXOOMI Ha OXMBIIErO MEpTBela, 4eM Ha venoBeka. OH
BBIOpACHIBAJT BIIEPE]] JIEBYIO PYKY, YEPHYIO OT IPSI3H, ONMPAJICS Ha JIOKOTh M MOATATUBAI CIIEIOM TeJo,
€J10351 KOJIEHSIMU 10 MbUIbHOM JTopore. U Tak — pa3 3a pa3oM. Bbuto HeUTo KyTKOE B €ro HeyMOJIMMOM
ABUKCHUM BIICPE, HEUTO TAKOEC, YTO 3aCTABUJIO KPECTbAH OTCTYIIUTL Ha3al U IOAHATD IIy6I/IHLI.

[TorTOH, BO3MIABISABILMI TOMITY, IEPBBIM Y3Hau Kypbepa. [Ipolien poBHO Mecsll ¢ TOro JHS,
Kak 1morudsia ero J04b ¥ Mpora ToCTh, HO CTApOCTa BEPUII, YTO OHU elrle BCTpeTsTcsi ¢ CUrMOHOM.
BepHyBimiicss KoHb yOEIWII KPeCTbsIH, UTO BOGHHBIN He cOexkal, Kak JyMaly MIOHAJaly, a CTUHYJI B
noroee KosayHa. Ha momors He monumi: [ToTToH, 060371eHHBIN Ha rOCTs, He Bejtel. JIWib oTnpaBuim
HOBO€ ITMCBMO B MepaH 1 niepecTtajii HOYaMH BBIXOOWTH M3 JOMOB — HAa TOM U YCIIOKOUJIMCBH. Ha
MIMCbMO, KaK U CJIEJOBAJIO OKUAATh, HUKTO HE OTO3BAJICS.

HarknyBimch Ha Kypbepa, crapocta oOpanoBaicsa. OH He cMell Jake HalesATbCcs Ha TO, YTO
MPOMABIIUI TOCTh OfONeN KoiayHa. M Bce ke mpu Buje KMBOTO Kypbepa, CKUMABIIETO OpYKHE,
[ToTTOH CKpecTr1 nasblibl Ha yaady.

Korga CurmoHna nogHsiiM ¥ IEpeBEpHYIH, OH MOTepsil co3HaHue. Kypbep ObLT 3aKOmueH, Kak
YIJIEXKOT, €r0 OfIeK/1a MPEBPATIIIACH B JIOXMOTbSI — Pa30pBaHHBIE, MPOKKEHHBIE M CMEPASIIIE, KaK
OynTo U3 0TXOXkero Mecta. M Bce ke )KU3Hb ellle TeIInIach B Oe3BOJILHOM Telle.

Bona u3 ¢usaru npusena kypsepa B uyBcTBO. OTKpBIB IM1a3a, CurmoH y3Hai [lorToHa u 3acto-
Hasl. CTapocTa TyT ke BLENWICS B HEro, Kak KJell, Hacesl C BOIPOCaMH, KeJlash 3HaTh, YTO CTPSIC-
JI0ch Ha 3TOT pa3. CUrMOH OTBeYaJl TUXO, YACTO COMBAJICS, HO TOJIMA, OKPYXKUBIIAsI Kypbepa, 3aTanB
AbIXaHKe JIOBIJIA KaXkJI0e CJIOBO. Y3HAaB, UTO HEUMCTh YHUUTOXKEHA, KOJILYH YOUT, a €ro IOM COXKEH,
KpecThsiHe 00paIoBaHHO 3alTyMesn. bosbiie He ObIJIO Hy Kbl IIPOIOKATh OMACHBIH MMOXOM B HEM3-
BecTHOCTh. [logxBaruB CUrMOHA Ha PyKM, OHH MOTAIMJIN €r0 B JIEPEBHIO, a CTApPOCTa, Ha PaJoCTsIX
Ha3BaBIINI Kypbepa CHIHOM, ITyCTHJICS BIIEpe[] — YCIIOKOUTh 020, 3apaHee MOAHSBIIMX BOW 11O CBOMM
MYKHKaM.

Curmona BHeciu Bo ABop IloTToHa, korna conHue yxe MOAHMMAJIOCh Hajl JIECOM, 3ajIUBast
nepeBHIo TeruioM. [Toka ero Hecim, CUTMOH OUHYJICS M JaXe YCIIesl pacCKa3aTh IEPEeBEHCKUM MOAPOO-
HocTH cpaxkeHusa. OH Bce erre ObUT c/1ad, HO IyBCTBOBAJI ceOs MpeoTimyHo. Hayano HoBoOro qHs oH
MPUHUMAJT KaK HA4yaJlo HOBOM KU3HH, CBOE BTOPOE POXKACHUE, U €My Ka3aJoCh, UTO C KAk 10 MUHY-
TOU B HETO BJIMBAIOTCSI HOBHIE CUJIBL.

KOFILEI KPECTbAHE MOJONUUIN K JECPEBHE, OH OKOHYATEJIbHO ITPUIICIT B C66H 1 JaXxe XOTEJI UATHU
caM, HO €My He MO3BOIWIM. [lepeBeHCKre Ha pyKaxX IPOHECH €ro Mo YIULE KO ABOPY CTapOCThl U
TMOJIOXKMJIM Y KOJIOANA Ha 3a00TJIMBO MOJCTEJIEHHYIO POTOKY.

Bo nBope cobpasnack 6e3 Manoro Best aepeBHs. [llymenu: KTo XBaJIuI TOCTsi, KTO COMHEBAJICS
B €r0 pacckase, a KTO M 3BaJl 3eMJISIKOB CXO/IUThb IIPOBEPUTD: BCE JIU TaK, KAK TOBOPHUT UykKaK.

CurmoH celt, MPUCIIOHWICS CIIUHOM K cpyOy KOJIOIIA M OTMAXHYJICS OT TIOMOIIH AePEBEHCKUX
620, XOTEeBIIMX CHATH C HETO TIOPBaHHYIO ok 1y. OH MOJIOXWII MeU Ha TPaBY, MOACTABUII JIUIIO COJ-
HEYHBbIM JTyyaM U npuiiypuics. Tan He oOpaliag HUKaKoro BHUMaHMs Ha KPUKHU JIEPEBEHCKUX, EMY
ObLIO HATUIEBaTh HAa BCE, KPOME OJHOTO — OH XXKMB M Ha cBoOoze. Kommap nocneqHux aHen oTcTy-
NaJl ¥ y)Xe HauMHaII 3a0bIBaThCSI: PACCYAOK YCITYKJIMBO BBIUEPKUBAI U3 MaMATH cTpaganust. CUrMoH
3HaJI, YTO HUMKOTIA He 3a0y/eT TOro, YTo CIy4msIoch, HUKOraa... Ho ceituac eMy XOTenoch CHIETh,
TIOJICTABJIsIsI JIUIIO YTPEHHUM JIy4aM COJTHIIA, ¥ HA O YeM He AymaTb. OH ObL1 TOTOB CHIETh TaK BEYHO.

W3 GnaxxeHHOro OleTieHeHHsI ero BbIBEJ CTapocTa. BcTaB Ha KOJIeHM, OH OTHOM PyKO# yXBa-
THIICS 32 11edo CUrMOHa, a BTOPYIO CYHYJ eMy Iofi Hoc. B pyke oka3zayiack muHsiHas Kpyxkka. Ero
colepKMMOe OBUIO HACTOJIBKO JIYXOBUTO, 4TO y CUIMOHa a3k cJie3bl BHICTYNMIM. OH HIMPOKO PacKpbuI
71232, IPUHSUT KPYKKY M IMHBIM MaxOM BHITHIT caMOroH. CtapocTa ax KpskHyJI. [TotoM oTHSLT omy-
CTEBILYIO KPYKKY U ITOJHSJICA HA HOTHU.

— Yro BcTranmu! — 3aopai oH. — Mapii o qeopam. Padorats kto Oyaer?

— Kak oH Tam? — KpUKHY/IM U3 TOJIIBI.
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— Kusoii! K Beuepy ouyxaercs! Hy-ka, pacxogurech, 3eMisiku. [Ipuxonure K yKUHY, TaM U
noroBopuM. Kocmarsiii!

-Al

— Bepu kymoB, cxomu k jomy KonayHa. [locMoTpu, Kak oHO Tam. MokeT, 4ero goxedb HaJOOHO.

— Uny!

CurMoH yxBaTWJICS 32 Kpail KOJIoAa v nogHsiics. Emy crano ydrie. CaMoroH mpooexkancs
0 XKWJIaM OTHeM, B30OAPWJI, 3aCTaBWJI cepiile OUThCs vaie. XOTeloCh JBIIATh MOMHOU IPyablo,
KpUYaTh OT PaJOCTH U METh. XOTEIOCh KUTh.

JlepeBeHCKHe yke Havyaldd pacXOAWThCs, TOMISAbIBast B CTOPOHY TOCTSI, a CTapocTa CTOSUT K
HEeMY CIMHOU 1 Oece1oBall C MSATHI0 KPEMKUMH MYKUKaMH, BUTHO, KyMOBbsIMU Toro camoro Kocma-
toro. Ha Kkpbiblie joMa crosiia Mapwuina, keHa crapoctsl. OHa prKuUMaia K JIMIYy TUIaTOK, U ee
ruieun B3zaparuBaid. CUIMOH B3IJISTHYJI HA HEe U TYT e OTBEPHYJICS.

B xuBoOTE ypuasio. X0Tenoch ecTh — KapeHslil OapaHuii OOK mogories Obl B camblii pa3. U muTh.
Camoron. Vnu X0Ts1 ObI BOMIBI, XOJIOAHOM MPO3PAYHOM BOABI — CAMOW OOBIKHOBEHHOA.

Ornspenimich, CUTMOH Hales Bepo, OpOCKI €ro B KOJOJEIl U 3aKPYTUJI BOPOT, BHIOMpAs
tiernb. OHO BEPHYJIOCHh K HEMY, TOJTHOE IMPO3PAYHON YMCTON BOIOM, TaKOM, Kakast ObIBAET TOJIBKO BO
cHax. Kypbep miiecHy 3Toi KpacoToit ceGe B JIMI0, 3KMYPHIICS OT CYACThsI, IIOTOM TIOTHSIT BEAPO
1 nipunan K kpao. [Tun gonro. Bopa cMsirymia ropio, 000kKeHHOE CAMOTOHOM, XOJIOJHBIM KOMOM
yXHysa B )KUBOT. CUTMOHY Ccpasy CTaJIo Jierde, CJIOBHO C IJIed yHasl TsuKesblid KaMeHb. OH TOIHSLT
Be/IpO, OOJIMIICS C TOJIOBBI 0 HOT M IOBOJIbHO 3abipkait. [Totom Opocuit Beapo B KOOI U COIpa
C TeJa ocTaTku pyOaxu. EMy cTpaliHo 3aX0Tenoch CMBITh ¢ ce0si BCIO Tpsi3b, KOTOPOW OH 00pocC B
TEMHHULIE.

CuUrMoH cHayvasa v He 3aMeTUJI, Kak CTajlo TMXO. JIMiib Korjia cKkpun KoJoIe3HOro BOpoTa rpo-
MOM pasHeccs 1Mo YTHUXIIEH IepeBHe, OH MouysuT HesaaHoe. OOepHyBIIKCH, Kypbep YBUIIEN, YTO CTa-
pocta 1 KyMoBbsi KocMartoro nsuisitcsi Ha Hero Bo Bee I71a3a. M3-3a rnietHs: cMoTpesu ele Tpoe — Bce
C OTKPHITBIMU pTamu. CTaio Tak THXO, YTO ObLT CIIBIIIEH 3BOH MOIIKAPHI.

—Yt0? — cnpocun CUrMOH, YyBCTBYsl, KaK KMBOT CBOIUT CY10pOroi. — Yro?

Hukto He orBeTw1. JIMIIb OOVH M3 MYKHMKOB YXBATHJI PYKaB CTApOCTHI, MOAHSLT APOXKAIILYIO
PYKy ¥ TKHy1 nasblieM B Curmona. Kypwep onmyctun B3misn. [lanbiipl ero pasxkanuch, 3a3BeHesa
LIeTb, U BEJPO C TPOXOTOM YXHYJIO B KOJIOJEL.

Ot mynka o camoii meu koxka Curmona craia yepHoit. OHa ObUla IOKPHITA BbIIABICHHBIMU
pombamu 1 OOJIbIIIE BCEro HAIOMUHAJA MIKY Py 3Mer. Ha rpyau kpacoBastich 1Be rTyOOKHe [aparnyHbl
— oT KorTte geMoHa. CUTMOH JIposKaliell pyKoi KOCHYJICSI UX U OOHApYKWJI, YTO TPy/Ab HA OIIYIb
cTasia TBEpAOH, Kak KaMeHb, M XOJOIHOM, Kak Jieq. Yyxkas Koxa IIj1a oT mosica 10 I1eH, OKpbIBaja
TUIEYH U CITyCKAJIaCh IO CAMBIX JIOKTEH — CJIOBHO KYpbep HATSIHYJI KOJIBUYKHYIO pyOallky.

— Her, — npomientan CUrMoH, BCOMUHas1, Kak KOJJIyH ThIKaJI B Hero meyoM. — Her!

B tom, 4to 310 pe3ynbrar onbiToB Paomapa, CUrMoH He comMHeBaICs. Bece ero my4eHus1 BbUIU-
JIMCh B UYXKYIO KPETIKYIO KOXY, CTaBIIYIO )KUBOW KOJIBYYTOM.

— IlpoxnaTeiii konayH! — KpukHY1 CUIMOH M30 BeeX cux. — [IpokisToii!

W3-3a nnetHs1 poOKO JOHECIIOC:

— Hexwutn?

— Her! — kpuknyn CurMmoH. — 3to ot kosgyHa! OH u3eBascs Hal0o MHOM, MbITat!

Ho 6su10 mo3aHo. Tonma nmogxBatmia Kpuk. Te, 4to crosm Onmuke, MBUHYJIMCH HA CUTMOHA.
[Non cuIbHBIMU pyKaMH JePEBEHCKUX MYKUKOB 3aXpycTes 3a00p — KOJIbsl BRIBOPAYUBAIN U3 3EMJIH,
OTaMpasu TOCKU. U TOJIbKO CcTapocTa OTBEPHYJICS, 3aKPbUT PyKaMH JIMLIO U yIajl Ha KOJICHH.

— Croiite, — KPUKHYJ Kypbep, BHICTABHB BIiepel] pyKy. — 5 0ObsicH0! DT0 OT NbITOK!

MyXHKH B TIEPBOM DSy OCTAaHOBWJIVCh, HO 32 HUMH LUK Jpyrue. Te, 4To ynuti paHsblie,
Teriepb BO3BPAIIAINCH Ha KPHK, HECS B PyKax KOJIbsl, BUJIbI, TOMOPHI. . .

— Heuuctp, — KpUKHYJIM U3 TONMMBL. — DTa TBAPh BEPHYJIACh!
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— Myxuku, 6eft ero, moka He yrek! Pasu!

— OrsxeM ero, oraem!

CurmMoH c yXacoM CMOTpesl Ha MpuOIMKaBIIMXCS MykuKoB. Emy Bcnomuumics ®aomap,
HA3BaBIIIMI TOJITY MHOTOTOJIOBBIM YYIOBHILIEM, JIUIIEHHBIM pa3yMa. Eif HU4Yero Hesb3s OOBSICHUTD,
pacckaszaThb, BTOJIKOBATh, OHA HE CJIBIIIUT CJIOB. Y Hee HeT yIen. TONbKO KIIbIKH.

TaH ormiaTHy/ICS OT HacTynaoien Tommsl. Ceituac OHa MOXOquIIa Ha CTOTIABYIO THIPY, U300-
paxxeHue koTopoil CUrMOH BUJIEI ellle B AeTCTBe, B KHUrax oria. ®aomap... bennsiit mar. OH Tak
Y He OIpaBWJICS OT yaapa cyapObl. Tonma ciomana ero, 3acTaBijia BOZHEHABUIETD JIOACH U YUTH OT
HUX MOAAJIBIIE, CTATh OTIIETbHUKOM. CUTMOH MPUKYCHJI YOy M BHE3AITHO MOHSLT, YTO Y HETO OCTaJICS
TOJILKO OJJIH BBIXO]I.

Bocast Hora Kypbepa mojjena Med U OIUIeTeHHas KOXKel PYKOSITh YKe MPHUBBIYHO Jieria B
JIaJIOHb, HECS CTIOKOMCTBUE U YBEPEHHOCTb.

— Hazan! — rapknyn Curmon Bo Bce ropiio. — Hazan!

MyXUKHM U3 TEPBHIX PSIOB OTIIATHY/IVMCh, TIOJNE3M Ha3al. Briepen BBICTYNWIM Jpyrue — ¢
KOJIbSIMU ¥ BIWJIaMH. 3a0JIecTe/id HOXH, HaJl TOJIOW B3METHYJIUCh TOTTOPHI — JIEPeBEHCKUE HEe COOM-
paJTUCh OTCTYTIATb.

CurmoH martys1 Ha3all, Jepxa mMed repen coooit. Ero Bpems OblIo Ha Ucxofe, ToJa TOTOBU-
J1ach HAOPOCUTHCS HA HETO, HABAIUTHCS Pa30M, 3aCHINIATh TEJIaMH, 3aJJaBUTh... HO OH HUKaK He MOT
pemuthest. HykHO ObUIO MPHITHYTH BIIEpe., PACYUCTUTH ceOe JOPOry MedoM, TPOPyOUThCS CKBO3b
CTpoii MYXHUKOB. [IycTh JiepeBeHCKHe HU B YeM He BUHOBATHI, ITyCTh OHU CUYUTAIOT €r0 HEeKWTHIO,
YyJOBHUIIIEM. A JUIsl HErO 4yIoBUIlla — oHU. HeOnaromapHsle TBapy, TOTOBBIE U3-32 TIPOCTOTO TOJIO-
3peHus yOUTh ero, yreseBliero B cxparke ¢ qeMoHoM. Ho uto ganeine? OH mor Obl TiepeOUuTh BCIO
JepPEeBHIO, IyBCTBOBAJI, CHJI — XBAaTUT. HO YeM Torja oH OyieT OTJIMYaThCs OT IEMOHA, KOTOPOTo BUepa
pa3pyOrT Ha KyCKU 3TUM caMbiM MedoM? Yem?

Tonna Harmupana. CUIMOH HIMPOKMM B3MaxoM CpyOWJI BUJIBI CAMOTO CMEJIOTO MYXHKa, U
OCTaJIbHbIC IApaxXHYJIMCh Ha3a/l.

— Kons! — kpuknyn CurmoH. — I'ie MO# KOHB?

HuxkTo He orBeTwi. M3 TONMIIBI BBIIETEN HOX, TJIYX0O CTYKHYJI O TPYAb TaHA U OTJIETE]T B TPaBY.
Kypbep BoIpyrascs, nepeckoumi yepe3 cpyo KOJoia 1 nodexas K capaio — Ty/a, IJie CTapocTta aep-
*kan jomazeit. OcMeneBIme MyKUKH 3a0pajii U KMHYJIUCh CIIEJOM, TIOTPsiCasi CBOMM HEXHUTPBIM OpY-
KUEM.

CurmMoH 3aCKOUMII B capail, 3aXJIOHYJI JBepb, 00epHYJICS 1 00IerYeHHO B3A0XHY.1. OH yragai —
pagom ¢ noxopasroit [TortoHa crostt ero Yparan. KoHeuHo, dyskas Jiolia/ib, BEpHYBIIascs Oe3 celoka,
JOCTAaHeTCs TIABHOMY, TO €CTh CTapoCTe.

B iBepb ri1yxo MIMAKHYIA — BUJHO, IJIEYOM, ¢ pasoera.

— Yob10! — psaBkHya1 CurmMoH u Opocusics B ITyOb capas.

Copgas co cTonda y3aeuky, oH rnmoadexan K YparaHy, U xepeOer 3axparner, mojaajics Ha3all,
Bpaias riazamu. CUrMoH 0O0XBaTUJI PyKaMH €ro TOJIOBY, MPHIKAJICS K HEH JIUIOM.

— Hy xe, — 6opmotai oH. — [laBaii nonpoOyem, 1aBaii.

KoHb 6ecriokoiiHO MepecTymiI ¢ HOTH Ha HOTY, HO, ITOYYSIB 3HAKOMBIH 3amax, (pbIpKHYJI U pac-
crnabwics. [TpusHat.

CUrMoH OBICTPO HAKMHYJT Y3/ICUKY U OIJISTHYJICS, [IOMCKAB B3MJI0OM cej1o. Toro Hurze He OblIo
BUIHO, U Kypbep BBIPYTaJiCs — KaJHBIN CTAPOCTa HABEPHsIKA YTl €r0 B IOM.

Ha kpbliiie 4To-To 3arpoxoTasio, ¥ Kypbep NPUTHYJICS, ONAcasiCh, 4YTO HABepX 3a0pajics CTPEIOK.
TyT *%e Bce CTUXJIO, HO 3aTO MOTSHYJIO ropesioll TpaBoi, 1 CUIMOH JI0Taiajicsi, YTO B XOJ MO
(paxersl.

— Cobauby 1eTH, — BBIIOXHYJT OH U BCTIPBITHYJI HA CIIMHY Yparasy.
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B oTkpbITOE OKHO BiieTel ellie oauH (akesl ¥ MOKaTuiICA o Moy, noaxuras ceHo. OHo 3aHs-
JIOCh B JIECSITKE MECT, U IJIaMsl C PEBOM B3METHYJIOCH [0 MOTOJIKA. YparaH 3axpariell, UCIyraHHO
3apsKall ¥ oJaJicsl Ha3a[l.

— Briepen, — kpukay;1 CUTMOH, OTYasTHHO KOJIOTS MATKamMK OOKa skepeodia. — Briepen!

VYparan npeIrHYJ Yyepe3 OroHb M 3aIuisicall y 3aKpbIThIX BOPOT. CUTMOH Ocaani kepedlia u C
pa3maxa yaapui B HUX HOroi. OT ynapa CTBOPKM paclaxHYJIUCh, 3aTPELIAIN U COPBAIUCH C METEIb.
VYparaH TyT e MpbIrHYJT HAPYKY, CrIacasiCh OT KJIyOOB CU30TO JIbIMa, TIOAMSLT KOTO-TO, TPOIIIEJICS 110
MSTKOMY U OJHUM IPbIKKOM OKa3aJicsl y TUIETHS.

Curmon oOepHyJics. Tonma MyXHUKOB, OKPYKHBIIUX TBLUIAIONIAN capail CTapOCThI, SPOCTHO
rop;iaHuia Beiiell. BIOroHky Kypbepy noserenu BUjbl U Tornopsl. OH MpUrHYJICS K caMol 1iee Ypa-
raHa ¥ rocJaj ero Brepes, K 3a0opy. Pa3opeHHbI MykHUKaMH Ha KOJIbsl, TOT HE CTaJI MPEMSTCTBUEM
1151 KepeOIia, KOTOPBIA MTHILIEH MepernopxHy/ yepe3 0OJOMKHU U TIOMYAJICS TI0 YJIHIIE.

Ocranisis 3a coOOM KJIyObI CM301 MTBUTH, YparaH Heccsl K okonuiie. Co BceX CTOPOH CIIbIIIAIach
OpaHb, B Ha€3[HUKA KUJIAJIM YeM TOMaJI0 — ¥ TOPIIKAMH, ¥ TOMIOPAMH, M BCEM, UTO IOl PyKY MOBEp-
HeTcs. BoyibHO yIapuiio 1o Hore, OTOM 3a/1€J10 TOJIOBY. .. A MIOTOM JepeBHSI KOHUMJIACh.

VYparan mien rajonom 1o JecHOR Jopore, Mo TOM caMOH, YTO IpUBeNa Kypbepa B JEPEBHIO.
CUrMOH MpMKUMAJICS JIUIIOM K I1iee kepeOIia U Tuiakajl. B momHeli rosoc, HaB3pbig. EMy He ObUIO
60mbHO, HeT. Ho CUrMOH 3HaJ, 4TO Tenepb eMy J10 KOHIIAa JHE! CBOMX MPUAETCsI HECTH Ha TeJle OTMe-
TUHY KongyHa. W kiamuky uynosuiie. Benb oH cTan ypoooMm, BBIPOAKOM, U TETIEPb €My HET MecTa
cpenu siozieit. Eciu ero TaiiHy packpoloT, TO B JTI0OOM ropojie TOBTOPHUTCS TO ke, UTO B ITOW AepPEBHE.
Ho Curmon 3Han, oH — He uynosuile. OH ¥ NajblieM HE TPOHYJI HUKOIO U3 TOJIbl — B OTJIMYKE OT
TOM TBapH, YTO BCEJIWJIACH B 104b KOJAyHa. CUIMOH 3HaJl, OH — yesioBeK. HaJo Tobko HalTH YuCTyIo
pyOaxy ¥ MPHUKPBITh ITO OTBPATUTEIILHOE KJIEHMO, OCTaBIEHHOE MPOKJISTHIM KOJIZIyHOM Ha €ro Tee.
U Bce Oyner B opsiyike. Bee Hanagutcs. Teneps Bce TOIKHO ObITh XOpormo. lomkao. CUrMOH Bepuit
B 9TO, KCTOBO BEPUJI, IOTOMY UTO OOJIbIIE HE BO UTO ObUIO BepuTh. HO cepriie mouemy-to 6oitanoch
B I'PYIY XOJIOAHBIM KOMKOM, M OH BCE TUIOTHEE BKUMAJICS JIMLIOM B IPUBY YparaHa.

W cne3bl He KOHYAIUCE.
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I'nmaBa 2
OBBIKHOBEHHOE 9y J1OBHUIIE

[Ton kamepsl ucTovan JeaeHamun xonoa. CUrMOH Jiekall Ha CIIMHE M 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK MOCTe-
MIEHHO HEMEIOT HOTU M pyKu. Jlerkasi pybaxa u cTapble apMeicKue IITaHbl He CMacald OT CThUIBIX
kamHer. CriMHa HUYero He YyBCTBOBAJIA: HOBasl KOXa criacajia M OT X0JIO[a, U OT Kapbl, B 3TOM TaH
yXke ycnes yoequThesi. XOTeI0Ch IepeBepHYThCS — 3aThUIOK HAuaJl HBITh OT XOJIOJIA, [ U IIesT 3aTeKJIa,
HO He TMOJTyYaJioCh: 3aKJIMHAHKE CKOBAJIO TEJIO HEBUIUMBIMHU LiensiMU. OHO JOMKHO ObLIO JIUIIUTH U
CO3HaHMS, HO YTO-TO HE MOMyYrsiock. Maru ommoIMch, HABEPHO, He TIPUHSLIM B PacyeT TOro, 4YTo OH
yke He coBceM velsioBek. Tenepb CUTMOH MOT M AyMaTh M CJIbIILIATh, HO HE MOT JBUrathes. M — ropo-
puth. OCTaBaIOCh TOJMBKO BAJIATHCSA HEMOM KOJIOIOW Ha XOJIOJHOM MOy W JOXKUJAThCA, KOra JBa
Mara U3 ropoJcKoi Kojuierur BeHTta cou3BoOJIAT 32T B Kamepy U OCMOTPETh, Ha YTO HATKHYJIACh
BOeHHasl pa3Benka. CUTMOH HaJIesyics TOJIBKO Ha TO, YTO Mard CHUMYT 3aKJIMHAHUE, YTOOBI TIOrOBO-
puth ¢ HUM. U Torma Bce, HakKoOHel, posicCHUTCS. Bosbilie HanesThest ObUIO HE Ha UTO.

OH pomycTun ofHy omMOKY. Beero ofHy ManeHbKylo OMMO0YKY, HO OHA OKa3aiach U3 TeX, O
KOTOPBIX JKaJICIOT BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS *KU3Hb. Kak npaBuiio, He cvimkoM goiryio. Bemb Torna, BHIOpaB-
IIKCh U3 JEPEBHU, OH [MOYEMY-TO BOOOPA3UJI, UYTO CTOUT TOJIbKO BEPHYThCS K IPUBBIYHOM KU3HU — U
BCe MOWIET Mmo-npexHeMy. Bee craHet, Kak pasbliie, u nogsan Paomapa 3a0ynercs, Kak CTpaIIHbIi
coH. CUTMOH BEpWJI B 3TO, MY XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI Tak ObUIO, M OH 0OMaHyI cam ce0s1. OOMaHyTh JIpy-
TUX eMy He yJaJloCh.

Korma kypbep, orno3paBimii Ha Heablil Mecsll, MOSIBUICS Ha 3acTaBe, — OOOPBAHHBIN, Kak
OpoAsKKa, TONOAHBINA, U3MYUYEHHBIN, TO €ro BCTPETHIIM, KaK IMOJOKEHO: 0e3 JIMIIIHUX pa3roBOPOB
CKPYTUJIM 1 OPOCHUIIN B 3aCTEHOK. TaH He COMPOTUBIISUICS — HAJESJICS, YTO BCKOPE BCE BBISICHUTCSI.
HauanbHuK rapHU30HA SIBUJICS K HEMY JIMYHO, MPaB/Ia, TOJIBKO Yepe3 CyTKU, U TOJIBKO IMOTOMY, UTO
TaH OTKA3aJICA Pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ HU3MMMHU YMHaMUA. CUTMOH MOMNBITAJICS paccKa3aTh €My, YTO MPO-
M30IILJIO: U MPO JeMOHa, U mpo KojiayHa Paomapa, v ipo AepeBHio. I'pad TuMapoH couyBCTBEHHO
KHMBaJI, U B €ro Iia3ax He ObLJI0 HUYEro, KpomMe Oe3Ha/Ie)KHON CKYKH, — OH CJIBIIIAT COTHU TaKHUX
ucropuit. Ot ne3eprupoB. Ho, cromio TaHy 3apaTh Tpsi3HYI0 pyOaxy, CHATYIO C OTOPOJHOTO ITyrajia
B OJIHOI U3 JIepeBeHb, KaK Bce U3MEHUJIOCh B MTHOBEHHe oKa. I'pad, pa3oM MOBEpUBIIMIA CIOBaM
TUIEHHUKA, ITULIEN BBITOPXHYJI U3 KAMEPBI, TAK CIIOPO, CJIOBHO 3aKJIIOYEHHBIH MOMBITAJICS CheCTh €r0
3aKHUBO.

Uepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT IMOJTKOBOM Mar CBAJIWJI TaHA C HOT 3aKJIMHAHUEM, 00€3/IBUKUII, a Ky3-
Hellbl 3aKOBaJIM TJIEHHUKA B 11erii. [IoToM ero 6pocuii B jkeNne3HyIo KJIETKY, BOAPY3HIU HA TTOBO3KY
U YK€ K Beuepy OTIpaBuiu B BeHT.

TaHa Be3/u B KJIETKE BCIO JIOPOTY, Kak JUKOro 3Beps. [lonkoBoii mar, rojioBoil OTBEUaBIINIA
3a TUICHHUKA, JIepKajl ero B Moiy3abbiThe, He OCIa0isAs Marmueckux y3 HU Ha Mur. B momyOpemy
CurmMoH He ycTaBaJ pOKJIMHATH ce0s1 3a TIIYTIOCTh, HO C/IeNIaTh HUYETro He MOT: OH Monajicsl. Y100HOro
ciyvasi Uil modera Tak U He MPeACTaBUIOCh, MOJIOION Mar XOpPOIIIO 3HAJI CBOE JIENI0, K TOMY ke JI0
KyTU OOsUICS TUIGHHMKA W MOTOMY HE CITyCKasl C Hero rias3. BeiBIieMy Kypbepy OCTaBaJIOCh JIMIIIb
TIOKOPHTHCS CYIIbOE.

OHa mnpuBesia €ero B MojBaj Ka3apMbl, B XOJOAHYI0O Kamepy TEMHULbI, TA€ eMy JOBOIUIOCH
ObIBaTh Mpesxae. bpoleHHbIN 3a peleTKy, ToMOAHbIA, U3My4YeHHbIH, CUTMOH MPOKJIMHAMI U CYab0Y,
Y KOJIIyHa, ¥ CBOIO IIIYNOCTh. Bce OKa3aioch HaIpacHbIM: €ro My4YeHHs, )KEPTBhL, peleHus. .. OqHa
TEeMHHUIIa CMEHUJIACh JPYTroi, TOIBKO U Bcero. MiHorna oH gymat, 4rto Jiydiie Obl CTasl HACTOSIIUM
YyJOBHIIEM, TOJMYJUKUM 3BepeM, OOPEUCHHBIM BEYHO CKPBIBAThCS B JIECY. 3aTO TaM He ObLIO Obl
LEMneu.
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B TeMHuIle BEHTCKOro rapHu3oHa OH mposen 1Ba AHs. CHavyama CUIMOH MbITAJICS pa3roBa-
pHBaTh C TIOpEMINUKaMU: TpeOoBas mo3Barh rpada Tuddepa — HaYaIBHUKA KaJJETCKOTO KOpITyca,
KanuTaHa Benamapa — HadaibHUKA KypPhepPCKOU CITyKObI ¥ BOOOIIE XOTh KOro-HuOyab. EMy He oTBe-
yami. CTpaXHUKU CTAPAIUCh AEPKaThCs MOJAIBIIE OT IJIEHHUKA, a ey Opocaiy B Kamepy, psMo
Ha 1os1. CopBaB rojioc B NEPBBIA K€ JIeHb, TaH oTvasyics. HUKTo Kk Hemy Tak M He npuiien. U Bce
e eMy MOBEe3JIO.

K Beuepy BTOpOro Hs B TEMHULLY SIBUJICS CTApILIMI KypPbePCKOU CMEHBI cepikaHT Putuk. OHu
apyxwui ¢ CUrMOHOM eliie co BpeMeH y4ueObl. M Kora 10 Hero IO CIyXH O CTPAHHOM TUICHHUKE,
CepKaHT PELInJI caM IIOCMOTPETb, BO YTO MPEBPATUIICS €r0 TOBAPUILL.

OHM TOBOPWIIM HEJIOJTO, MUHYT JIECATDh: CKOPO JIOJKHA OblIa HAYAThCSl CMEHa KapayJia, U cep-
kaHT Toponwicsi. Ho 1 3Toro BpeMeHu eMy XBaTHJIO, YTOObI IOHSATD: TaH — MO-TIPEKHEMY YeJIOBEK.
ITO He COCTABWJIO TPYJa — BCETO JIMIIb HYKHO ObLJIO MOTOBOPUTD C TVICHHHUKOM KaK C YEJIOBEKOM.
Putuk cnenan sto u yoenuicsi, 4to ero apyr — Bce ToT ke Curmon ja Toiisi, Kypbep, MOMaBIIMiA B
neperuier.

BriciymaB cOMBYMBBIN paccKas TaHa, CEPXKaHT MOBEAAN IPYTy, UTO IMEHHO ero oxuaaer. Oka-
3aJ10Ch, 4TO0 CUIMOHA JIOJKHBI OBUIM OCMOTPETh Mark U3 ropojckoit koyuterun. I'pad Tuddep npu-
IJIaCWJI MX cpas3y ke, KaK TOJIbKO JIOCTABUJIM CTPAaHHOTrO IuleHHWKa. Ho marm He criemmnu, ceivac
OHU 3aHUMAJIUCh JAPYTUM 3aKJIIOUEHHBIM apMENCKOM TEMHHUIIBI — MOJIOJIBIM TTOBECOM, COTBOPUBIIIAM,
0 CJlyXxaM, HeuTo yxacHoe. Jlepxkanu ero B coceqHerd kamepe. CUTMOH 3Haj, 9TO HE PEIKOCTh —
rapHU30HHbIE 3aCTEHKU MOKPEYe TOPOICKUX, MO3TOMY CaMbIX ONACHBIX 3aKJIIOUYEHHBIX NOMEIAIn
MMEHHO CIofia. YCIIbIIIAB, YTO PSIOM Mar, OH 4yTh He B3BbUL TaH cpazy ke morpedoBasl, YTOObI OHU
HEMEJIEHHO TIPUIILIM, pBajcs pacckas3arh po ®aomapa v mpo eMoHa, HO Bce BIycTylo. CepxaHT
HE MMeJ [TpaBa MPUKAa3bIBaTh MaraM.

Ha npomanne Putrk nocoeeroBan eMy CUIETh CIIOKOWMHO, %1aTh CBOEW O4Yepeu, HaAEThCs
Ha MUJIOCTh MaroB M yroBaTh Ha cyapOy. U ere mooOeman 3aMonBuTh ciioBedko rpady Tuddepy
0 Kypbepe, BOJIEI0 CyIbOBI TIOMABIIEM B CTPAaHHYIO UCTOpHIO. [1oTOM cepxkaHT yiesn, a TaH ocTaics
B TeMHuue. He B cuiax yCHyTb, OH CH/IEN y CTEHBI IO CAMOIO yTpa, CTpallach MPOIMYCTUTh BU3UT
MaroB. Jloro He Bblaep:Kail. 3acHYJI, IPOCHYJICS, CHOBA 3aCHYI — a UX Bce He Obu10. TaH 3/1miics, HO
OobIIIe He Kpryaul ¥ He TpeboBas KomeHaaHTa. Ceiiuac eMy HyKHO ObLJIO BBIIJISIETh CIIOKOMHBIM U
3apaBoMbIcisAMM. Ero ucropus u 6e3 Toro cMaxuBajia Ha TOpsTYEYHBIN Opeyl.

MaroB OH MOUYBCTBOBAJI Cpa3y: TPYJHO HE MOYYBCTBOBATh 3aKJIMHAHUE, MIpeBpalaoniee Teds
B HETIOJBIKHYIO KoJiofly. PyxHyB Ha kameHHbI o1, CUTMOH Tak M OCTaJICs JIeXkaTb, OkKUJasi, Koraa
MOSIBATCS Maru. A OHU Bce He I1LJIM. MrHOBEeHUe Ka3aauch roJaMu, MUHYThI — BeKaMu. YMOM CUrMoH
MOHMMAJT, YTO TPOILIO He OOJIbIIIe YETBEPTH Yaca, HO eMy Ka3aJoch, YTO MUHYJIO ThicsiueneTue. U
KOrJa OHO ObUIO Ha UCXO0fe, AyOoBast JBepb, OKOBaHHAS KeJe3HBIMHU TOJIOCAMU, 3aCKpUIIeNa U pac-
naxHysach. B kamepy 3amum maru: iBa ceibix 0J1arooOopas3HbIX cTapiia B CepbiX mamniax. TaH morsl-
TaJICS MOLIEBEJIUTHCS, HO HE CMOT. Maru Hayajy HEeCIeIHbII Pa3roBOp, YBEPEHHbIE, UTO MJIEHHUK
UX He CJBIINT, 1 Torna CUrMOH TIOHSUT: BCe TOJIbKO HauMHaeTcsl. Bee ero 6epl Briepenu.

k% %k

— Menuc, Bbl 310 BUUTE?

— Koneuno, By, Knapenc, s e cinenoil. U npekpaturte OyOHUTb — Bac U Tak He CJIBIIIHO.

— Ho Hac mMoryT nonciymmsars.

— Bpocbre, KoMy BBl HyKHBL. DTO TIOpbMA, a HE Tpare3Hasi KOJUIETUH.

— Bee xe...

— Xgarut, Knapenc. Cocpenoroustech Ha padote. [TocMoTprTe, KaKo¥ dyIecHbId 00pasell.

— I'pad Tuddep yBepsi, yTo oHr norMmMasu uyaoBuiie. [IpusHarecs, s gyma, 4To peub UjaeT
po 0OOPOTHS, HO TO CO3JaHue OOJIBIIIE TIOXOKE HA YeJIOBEeKa.
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— Ho crienpr Marnueckoro BMeIaresbeTBa enie BuaHbl. [locMoTprTe Ha JIeBbiil OOK.

B kamepe crano Tak TMxo, yTo CUIMOH YCblllall, Kak [Ie-TO JAIEKO X PUITUT KTO-TO U3 3aKJII0-
yeHHbIX. OH NOMBITAICS OTKPHITH I71a3a, HO BEKH Jaxe He IIeBeJbHYJIUCh, 3aTO OTHEM OXKIJIO OOK.
CreroM o Testy nmpo0eskasia BOJIHA MEKOTKH — CJIOBHO CYXOH BETKOH npoBesd. OH MOHsT, YTO Maru
M3YyYaJiy ero Tejo, UCTONb3Ys BOMIIEOCTBO.

TaH monbITaNCs IBUHYTH PyKOM, HO Oe3 ToJKy. Teno He momuuHmIoCh. Maru 31ech, psaoMm,
HAJI0 OOBSICHUTBLCS C HUMH, TOroBopuTh! HykHO pacckazars rpo ®aomapa, 3Toro 6e3ymiia, uro cra-
BWJI HA HEM OTIBITHI, PACCKa3aTh Mpo JlabopaTopuio B ofBae. .. TiietHo. OH He MOXKET IeBeIUThCS,
HE MOXET TOBOpUTh. Maru BUJAT B HEM JIMIIIb JUKOBHHY, MHTEPECHBIN ClTy4ail, HO He Oojiee Toro.
Heyxemu Tak cinoxHO ¢ HUM noroBopuTh? He paccMarpuBaTh, a BCEro Juib modeceaoBarh, pac-
cripocutsb? [1pokisrue!

— Cripo.

—Yro?

— 41 roBOpIO, TYT HEBBIHOCUMO ChIpO. MoOM cycTaBbl HaUMHAIOT HBITh. Hazierock, 101ro Mol TyT
He 3afepxkuMcs. M BooOIe — Co CTOPOHBI MarucTpa 310 ObLIO OYE€Hb HEXOPOIIIO.

— Yro Hexoporo?

— OtmpaBuTh Hac cioaa, pasymeercs. Kak OyaTo Hesnb3s mociaTh mapy MOJIOABIX 0OOPMOTOB C
MEPBOrO Kpyra. T MOABaJIbl IyPHO BIUSIOT HA 3[J0POBbE, KOJUIETA.

— KiapeHnc, 310 Bbl HAUMHAEeTe HBITh, 4 HE BALIM CyCTaBbl. Bbl MOJIOKE MEHS JIeT Ha JIecsTh, a
BezieTe ce0sl, Kak JIpsIXJIblil Mapa3Martuk. Jlydiie cocpeioToubTech Ha BOJTHE SMAHALMH, UAYIIHX OT
MecTa MmyTatuu. YyBcTByere?

— Ia, cien JOBOJILHO YETKHM.

Maru cHoBa 3amonyaiiv, 1 CUrMOH CHOBa IOIBITAJICS OTKPBITh M1a3a. Ha aToT pa3 Beku npor-
HYJIU U IPUOTK PbUIUCh — Yy Th-UyTh. 3pEHUE BEPHYJIOCH, HO TaH BU/IEJ IJIOXO, CJIOBHO CKBO3b MOJIOY-
HYIO ILIMKY TyMaHa. B 3Tom Gesiecom BapeBe eMy yIajioch pa3o0park, 4To JiBe CropOieHHbIe (DUTY PbI
B JUTMHHBIX OajlaxOHaX 3aCThUIM Y CaMOM JIBepU. [IBa camMbIX HACTOSIIMX Mara M3 rOpoJCKOM KoJuie-
ruu. [IBa Iynbix CTapyuKaHa, OTIPABJIEHHBIE MAarCTPOM B TEMHHMILY, IOTOMY YTO OCTJIbHBIE 3aHSTHI
HACTOSLIMM JeJioM. JIBa ctapbiXx Mapa3MaTuka.

— Yro ckaxere, Knapenc?

— DTO OIpeJEeSIeHHO HE 3aKJIMHAHME.

— ITO0 Jaxe KOTy sCHO, Kojjlera. Marnyeckoe BMeIaTeIbCTBO, pa3yMeeTcsl, OCYIIECTBIISIIOCh.
ITO NpHBEJIO K MyTalluy 0OBEKTa, a CAMO BO3/IEHCTBUE JABHO MPEKPATUIIOCh.

— 910 51 1 6e3 Bac BIKY, Koiiera. IHTepecHo, MopaskeHo JIMIIb TeJIO WM MOCTpagal U pazym?

— IlocmoTpuTe Ha aypy BOKPYT €ro rojioBbl. YeTKO BU/IHBI CJIEIbl IOPAKEHUS.

— Jla, BBIVIAAMT yKACHO.

TaH nonsITancss KPUKHYTh, HO TOPJIO CBEJIO CYAOPOroM, U Tonbko. Cepaie IyJko CTy4ajio B
IpyIy, I71a3a HAIWIUCh KPOBBIO, B ylIax 3airymesno. M Toinbpko. Marm Hu4ero He 3aMeyaiy, J1a OHU U
HE XOTeJ I Hu4ero 3amevarb. CaMoBmoOIeHHbIe O0IBaHBI 3aHSATHI JIUIIL COOOM, UM Jief1a HeT JI0 TOro,
YTO Nepe]l HUMM YeJIoBeK. TaH MoMbITaIcs CIJIOTHYTh — U He cMor. CrlioHa moTekJia U3 yrojka pra,
MPSIMO Ha KaMeHHbIN nos1. Heykenu Tak HU4Yero u He BeIAET?

— WnrepecHblii cityyail. Hukoraa He BUes HUYEro MOXOKEro Ha TaKOe BO3JECHCTBHUE.

— 3Haere, KnapeHc, B MosiofiocT s ciiblinai o mogooHom. Toraa s ydusicsi B KOJUIETHMH MaroB
nipu ['epHMiicCKOM yHUBEpcuTeTe. 3aHsATHOE ObUIO BpEMEUKO, CMeIo Bac yBepuTh. [IoMHHUTCS MHE, UTO
OJMH U3 HacTtaBHUKOB — Jlerrep Bacra. ..

— Xpomoii Jlerrep?

— Nmenno. Tak BOT, OH pacckasbiBal O MoxoxeM ciayvae. JKyTkas, AONIOKY BaM, UCTOPHA.
MyTaHT MoryOou 1eiyio IepeBHIo, Mpexk/e yeM ero noimMaiu. OH Toxe ObUT OKPHIT TAaKOW KOXKeEH,
noMHuTcs, Jlerrep HaspiBan ee gpakoHbeil mkypor. Ho To uynosuine, kak MHE IMOMHHUTCS, MaJio
HAIOMHUHAJIO YeJIOBeKa — OoJbllle sSIeprily. BeKpbITHe NMOKa3ano 3HAUUTENIbHOE N3MEHEHUE BHYT-
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PEHHMX OpPraHoB. DTy TBaph yKe HeJlb3sl ObLIO Ha3BaTh YEJIOBEKOM, XOTS KOTJJa-TO OHO, HECOMHEHHO,
MIPUHAJJIEKAIIO JIIOACKOMY POIY.

— W 4uro panpie?

— Huuero cymecrBenHoro. dtoro He ObUI0 B mporpamMmMe oOydenus, Jlerrep pacckasbiBas
HaM 3TO KaK MHTEPECHbIN cydail. KakeTcs, OH TOBOPHII, UTO 3TO MPOU3BOJIbHAS MYyTallHsl, BbI3BaH-
Hasi KOHIIEHTpaIlMel OCTaTOYHOTO Marn4eckoro aerctBus. [ToMHUTCS, elie OH XBacTas, YTo POBe
BCKPBHITHE U JJaKe Hamucaa TpakTaT o0 3ToM onbite. Kaxercs:, mbITaics 10Ka3aTth HEOOPATUMOCTb
myTatun. M Hao6opot. He moMHIO TOUHO, BCe-TaKy MOJICOTHH JIET MPOIILIO.

— Tak 4uto Oygem zenathb ¢ 3TUM 0OpaszomM?

— Ionararo, 3a0epeM B KOJJIETHIO, TaK ke KaK BUKOHTA.

— Ceituac?

— Yro BbI, KitapeHc, He XxBaTaJio ellle BO3UThLCS € 3TOI HeuucThlo. [IpecTaBuM MarucTpy oTyer,
OH TIOIIIET KOrO-HUOY/Ib U3 BTOPOTO Kpyra.

— Yro 3anuiiiemM B KapTouke?

— Tak. ITummTe: HeoOpaTUMas MyTalMsi, BbI3BaHHAsE MATMYECKMM BMEIIATeTbCTBOM TPETHETO
Kpyra.

— Tpetwero?

— Xoporio, xopomo. Hanminure yerBeproro. OnacHocTh, Moxanyi, Bce nsitb. He HpaBuTCs
MHE 3Ta TBaph, CIIUIIKOM MOX0Xa Ha YeJIoBeKa. TO 00JMYbEe MOKET OOMaHyTh MPOCTAKOB, M TOTAA
KU HerpusiTHOCTeH. Jlerrep B cBouXx orucaHusix ObUT 0ueHb yoeauteneH. [lomeTbTe: peKoMeH10BaH-
HBIA PeKUM COIepKaHusI — MOJTHAS U30JISILKS C JIMIIEHHeM co3HaHus1. He XBaTasno HaMm ele TUKOro
3Bepsi B KOJUIETHH.

— Tam u Tak XBaTaer 3Bepbs, KOJUIETa.

— Bpaso, Knapenc! Ctout 3anioMHUTb.

— Jlymaete, MarucTp cam 3aiiMeTcsi 3TOU TBApbio?

— OH 3aiiMeTcsl BAKOHTOM. A 3Ty IMKOBUHY CKMHET Ha Hac, OyibTe yBepeHbl. Ham ere mipes-
CTOUT C Hel MOBO3UTHCSA. [10TOM, KOHEUHO, SIBUTCSI KTO-TO M3 CTOJMIIBI, IIPOYTET OTYETHI, 3a0epeT
pe3y/IbTaThl UCCIIEIOBAaHUI 1 TIOMYYUT OUepeHYIO MOYeTHYIO Harpaay. Bol ke 3Haete, KiapeHc, kak
9T0 ObIBaeT. Best craBa 1ocTaeTcsi STMM MOJIOIBIM HaxajlaM U3 CTONMUIIBL. TONBKO MOTOMY, YTO OHM
YMEIOT BOBPEMSI TIEPEXBATUTH UYKOE JIEJIO.

— Hy u uTo e Ham fenathb?

— Huuero, komnera. K coxanennio, 310 Hem30exxHo. Ham ¢ MosiofibiMu KapbeprcTamu, YBHI, He
Tararbesi. C 00bEKTOM ke MOCTYIHNM, Kak ¢ TeM o0opoTHeM. CriesiaeM Bee Kak BCeraa: Ha CTeH[, ToJI-
Hasl U3OJIAIMS, N3yUYeHHe peakiMil Ha pa3JpakUTeNu, TIOBBIIIEHUE SKCIIPECCUBHOCTH BO3/IEHCTBUS
710 TTOJTHOM HeUTpaM3aiy 0ObeKTa, a TOTOM BCKpbITHe. JKasib, eciv 3a0epyT Tesio. Beiuio Obl mpe-
KpacHoe uyuesio. MeansHo Obl TIOIONUIO K TOMY OOOPOTHIO, YTO CTOUT B YTy MOETro KaOMHETa.

— A mytaiusa? [lymaere, HU4ero MHTEPECHOro?

— Bpan mi. PapoBoit ciyvaid. Ckopee Bcero, JeWCTBUE ApeBHEro apredakTa WM aHOMAJIb-
HOW Marmyeckou 30Hel. HocaTes Takve BOT MOJIOMYMKH TJie TIOTaJIo, a HaM 1MoToM pa3ouparscs. Ho,
AyMaio, Bce OBICTPO OOBSICHUTCS.

— BcekpeiTie nokaxker?

— NMenHo, KoJjIera.

— Boith MoXeT, cBsikemcs ¢ Jlerrepom? CocTaBUM 3aImicCh UCCIIEIOBAHM S, YBSIKEM JIBa CITydas,
MPOBE/IEM CPAaBHUTEIIBbHBIN aHAIM3. DTO OylIeT cephe3Hast padoTa, ee He 3a0epyT — He MIOCMEIOT CBSI-
3bIBATHCS CO CTAPUKOM.

— Knapenc, Bbl OKOHUaTeTbHO BBUKMIIM M3 yMa. XpoMmou Jlerrep B Moruse yxe JBa JecsTKa
net. ymaere, ['epHuiick1ii yHUBEPCUTET MPOCTO TaK Ha3bIBAIOT JlerrepoBckum?

— AXx pa. B camom pere.

— Jlyd1ie ckaxuTe — Bbl Bce 3anucaiu’?
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— W3BonbTE, yXK€E rOTOBO.

— Toraa noitnemTe ckopee Mpoyb. Y MeHs 3JI0KUJI0 HOC. Bbl MpaBbl, TYT YKacHO ChIPO.

— OcTaBUM 3aKJIMHaHKME HEMOIBUXHOCTH ?

— Bawm xouercs Tparuth Ha 310 cmibl? [locMoTpuTe: OKOH HET, IBEpb HaekKHasl, CHaApYyXKu
OoXpaHa. Ecmu MbI ocTaBum IOKPOB HEMNOABHUKHOCTH Ha CYTKH, TO ITOTOM 6yIICM XOOHUTH IMMOJTYCOHHBIC
IHS J1Ba, a To 1 6onbine. Jlydie cHUMaiTe 3akivHanue u novaemre. Ckopo oOe.

— BeenenpemenHo, Kosuiera.

Korpa xene3Hasi 1Bepb C JISI3roM 3aXJIOMHYJIAch, OCBOOOXIeHHBIH CUrMOH 3acToHal. K Hemy
BEPHYJIUCh M 3pEHHUE, U CITYX, HO YIIUIA HaJexkJa. [{Ba BBUKMBIIHMX M3 yMa CTapUKa PEIIIU ero CyabOy.
[Moxons, MexLy 1eI0M, OTHUM POCYEPKOM Tepa YOUIIU ero, Jaxe He 0OpaTUB BHUMAHUS Ha TO, YTO
OH €HIC AbIIINT, YTO €11E€ MOXET MBICJIMTb U YyBCTBOBATb. OHU OTHOCHJINCH K HEMY KaK K IIpEIMETY.

[NepeBepHyBIIMCH Ha KUBOT, TaH MOATION3 K CTEHE, 3aKPbUT PyKaMU JIMIIO U 3arUlakajl. Y Hero
HE OCTaJIOCh CHJI JJake Ha MPOKJIATHS. Pa3roBop MaroB, MOANMCABIIMX €My CMEPTHBIN TPUTOBOP,
JIMIITATT CHJT HaZIeKHEH, YeM caMble CIIOkKHBIe 3aKnHaHus. OH — uynosuine. MytanT. Ypon. Ero Oyayt
pe3arh Ha KYCKM, BHUMATEIbHO U3y4aTh M PACCKa3bIBaTh IOTOM MOJIOJBIM Maram o0 CTpaHHOM ciTydae
MyTaluu. A yepe3 AECSATOK JIET OHM JIaKe He BCIIOMHST, O YeM UM paccKasbiBayiu. Bee BepHO. OH He
YeJIOBeK ¥ He MOKET PaCCUMTBIBATh, UTO C HUM Oy/IyT oOpalarhcs no-4ejoBeuecky. 3aBTpa iBa Mara
— MOJIOABIX M CHJIbHBIX — JIMILIAT €ro CWJI U NepeHecyT B Kosuierno. Ha cron. A tam... MIHTEepecHo,
€CJIM OH OCTaHEeTCsI B CO3HAHUM, TO YTO B TAKOM ClTy4yae MOYyBCTBYET, KOIJja €ro HAYHyT MOTPOIIUTD
CJIOBHO PBIOY?

OT 3TO¥ MBIC/TH CIIENIATOCH KapKo. CUTMOH BCKOUMJI HA HOTU M yIapwuJl KyJlakamu B creHy. Her,
310 HeBo3MOoXxHO! HeBo3moxkno aymath 00 tom! Ilpokisras metka! Tan pasMaxHyscs U yaapui
ce0s1 10 )KUBOTY — [0 HOBOHM YEpPHOM IIIKype, Ha/Ie:KHO 3aIUIIABIIEH OT XOJIOAHOTO OPYKHs, HO Oec-
CWJILHOYM TIPOTHUB XOJIOHOMU JIIOICKOU K€CTOKOCTH.

[Mpoxnsteiit konayH! Besymubiii yormonok! [la v cam OH Toxke Xxopotl. YTo CTOMIIO cTaTh HACTO-
SIM J€3epTUPOM, YOexkaTh B Jieca MM OCECTh B KakouW-HUOyAb nepeByiike? Her. OH Bo3kemnamn
BEPHYTHCS B TEIUIO U YIOT YEJIOBEYECKOW KU3HU. BOT 1 BepHyIics.

—Dii! — 3akpuyan CurmoH. — Crpaxka! Bepaure maros! [To3oBute kanurana! Dii! Kro-HuOyap,
OyIbTe BBl TIPOKJISATHI !

HukTto He orBeTn1. Tan Mo, yrpoxalt, JIbCTU, TPOKJIMHAI, YIpaIIuBall — BIycTylo. KameH-
HBIC CTECHBI OCTABAJIMCh INIYXW U HEMBbI, KaK W IMOJIOKEHO CTCHaM TEMHHIDI. Curmon Kpru4aJsl a0 TexX
Top, TOKa CHOBA He ceJt royioc. Y TonbKo Toraa, 00ecCHIeBIIUI ¥ OTYASIBIIUICS, OH TIOBAIUAJICS Ha
TIOJT U BXKAJICS IEKOM B XOJIOAHYIO cTeHy. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK BHYTPU YTO-TO CIOMAJIOCh. UTO-
TO XPYIIKOE ¥ TOHKOE HA/IJIOMUJIOCh C THXMM 3BOHOM M C HEMBICIIMMBIM I'POXOTOM YXHYJIO B YEPHYIO
0e3/Hy, JIUIIMB ero MOCJIeAHe HaJekK bl Ha CIIaCeHUE.

Ternepb OH XOTeN TOJBKO OFHOTO — YTOOBI 3aBTpa 3aKJIMHAHME MaroB cpadoTajo Kak Hallo U
BCE-TaKM JIMIIAJIO ero co3HaHusi. OH He XOTeJl 3HaTh, YTO C HUM OyayT Jenarh U Kak. He xoten 4yB-
cTBOBaTh. TaH XOTe yMepeTh — MPsIMO ceffuac, He J0KHUAsICh, TIOKA €ro TeJIO YCTPOAT Ha JKeJIe3HOM
crone [yist onbIToB. OH yiKe MpOoIIIeN Yepe3 3T0 B NogBayie 0e3yMHOro Mara U Tenepb oOMUpai OT
yXaca, peacTaBJIsis, YTO BCE ITO MOXKET MOBTOPUTHLCS.

UepHoe 3a0bIThe, MpHIIE/IIIee K HEMY, OUeHb HAIIOMUHAIO cOH. CUTMOH Mpearoyest, YToObl
9T0 OBbLJIa CMEPTh, HO 3TO OKA3aJICSI BCETO JIUIIh OOMOPOK.

k% %k

OuHysiCst OH OT CTPaHHOTO 3BYKa, OyATO MPOBENH MajblieM MO IiepiiaBoi creHe. CUrMoH
B3/IPOTHYJI, OTKPBLI [JIa3a ¥ 3aMep — NOYYAUIIOCH, UTO Ps/IOM KTO-TO €cTh. B kamepe 1japuiia TeMHOTa,
HO U3 MAJIEHBKOT'O OKOIIEYKA B IBEPU JIUJICS] POBHBIN CBET KOPUIOPHBIX (DAKENIOB.
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Tan cen. B kamepe — HUKOrO, J1a ¥ KTO TyT MOXeT elie ObiTh? Ho cTpaHHOE ommyieHue He
npoxoauio. CUrMOH 3HaJ, YTO Ha Hero cMOTpAT. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ 3TO, BCEM TEJIOM, BCEil KOXKEH UyB-
CTBOBAJL.

— Kr0 371€CH? — XpUIUIO CIPOCUJT OH.

Hukro He orBeTmin. CUrMOH HEBOJIBHO TMOEKUIICS, BcrioMuHasi TeMHully ®aomapa. Bee Tot ke
KOIIIMap: HOYb, TIOA3EMEJIbE U KTO-TO HEBUAUMBIIA, HO KUBOU, psiioM. [lemon?

Bapyr crano TeMHO, ¥ TaH 9yTh He BCKpUKHYJI. OKOIIIKO B IBepH 3aCJIOHWIN — KTO-TO 3arJIsHYIT
B KaMepy. CUTMOH BCKOUMJI HA HOTH U CXaJl KyJIaKH, TOTOBSICh JIOPOTO MPOAATh CBOIO KU3Hb.

— K10 BBI? — TUXO JIOHECTIOCHh U3-32 ABEPU.

— A BHI?

— Bukont Puro ne CasbBa k BaimMm yciiyram.

CurmMoH 0OJIErYeHHO BBIJOXHYJI: HOYHbIE KOIIMAPBl OCTAJIKCH B IMPOIUIOM. DTO BCErO JIUIIh
APYTroil y3HWK, TOBAPHII MO HecyacThlo. HaBepHO, TOT camblil BUKOHT, KEM 3aWHTEPEeCOBAJICS caM
MAarvcTp KOJIJIETMH Maros.

— Tak kT1O BBI?

— Tan Curmon na Toiis, kypeep Bentckoro nosnka. .. BuiBimii Kypbep.

— Jla Toiis? Pan 3HaKOMCTBY, TaH.

lonoc y BUKOHTA OKa3ajcs TUXMM, HO TIIyOOKMM. MSATKUI GApUTOH MPOCAYMBAJICS CKBO3b
JBEPb ¥ HATIOJH ST KaMepy MATKUM 3BydaHueM. Ka3anock, YTo BUKOHT CTOMT PSIIOM, U TaH ObLIT 3TOMY
ouyeHb paja. OTpagHO 3HATH, YTO TYT KMBas JAyIla U C HEM MOXHO pa3roBapuBath. [1ycTh gaxe 31O
TOXE 3aKTI0OYEHHBINA. 3aKTI0YeHHBIN?

— BukoHT, a 4To BHI JiesaeTe B Kopujaope?

— ITeITatoch MOHATH, KakoW OOJIBaH MOCTABWJI HA JBEPH Kamep 3aMKH, KOTOpbIe MPEKPacHO
OTIUPAIOTCS MPOCTHIM HOKOM.

— Bukonr!

— Jliis Bac, cymapb, npocro Puro.

— Puro, BBl MOXeTe OTKPBITh 3Ty JIBEpbh?

— ymaro, na. Ckaxure, TaH, BBl HIYETO He UMeeTe MPOTUB HOYHBIX MTPOTYJIOK ?

— OcBo6oOUTE MEHS, BUKOHT!

— HemHoro teprienus, JoOe3HbIi TaH. HeMHOTO TeprieHusl.

CurmMoH NpUCTIOHWIJICS K CTEHEe, YyBCTBYS, KaK MO Tedy Mpolexkasa ropsdasi BOJIHA U 000-
*kria Makymky. Cepprie Beiiano 6apadaHHyIo 1poOb, OTO3BaBIIYIOCS B BUCKaX. bexkats! Eciu Tobko
yIacTCsl BHIOPAThCS U3 KaMephl, 100paThcs 10 3a00pa U BBICKOYMTH HA YJIUI(Bl HOYHOTO TOPOJA. . .
Bosbinie HUKOTIA, HU 32 YTO Ha CBETe OH M OJTM3KO He TojioneT K ropoay! Het, oH He crienaet Takou
rynoctd. OH 3a0beTCsl B caMyIo vally Jieca, HoJaJIblie OT JTIoJed U Maros, ropojioB, AepeBeHs. .. Ho
YTO K€ BUKOHT TaM BO3UTCSI?

— Puro?

JIBepb 3acKpwIiena U pacraxHyiach. B kamepy ToT4yac XJIbIHYJ CBeT (pakesioB, HA MTHOBEHHE
ocienuB TaHa. OH 3aMelKascs, MPUKPBUT JIAJOHBIO IIa3a W 3aMOpraji, Kak CoBa, BbITAIIICHHAS U3
JyIUIa SICHBIM JTHEM.

— Jla Toiis?

TeMHBIi CUITy3T BUKOHTA 3aCJIOHWI IBEPHOU ITPOEM, U TaH YBUJIEJ, YTO €r0 HOBbII 3HAKOMBI
JOBOJILHO BBICOK U TIPH 3TOM XY/, CJIOBHO JI0NTo TonoAai. Ho, HecMOTpst Ha 3To, OT CHITy3Ta BEsUIO
HEYKPOTUMOM JKaKIOU AESTEIbHOCTU M YBEPEHHOCTHIO B OJIArOMOTyYHOM UCXOJIEe JII0OOW aBaHTIOPHI.

— Tan, BB Hgete?

— Koneuno! bnaropapio Bac, Puro!

CUrMOH pBaHyJICS K JIBEPH M BBICKOUMJI B KOPUAODP, €1Ba He cOMB BHKOHTA ¢ HOr. Ho TOT
BOBpEMsI OTIIATHYJICS, YXBAaTUJI TaHA 32 PyKaB M pa3BEepHYI K ceoe.
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He CanbBa oka3zacs CyxolaBbIM MOJIOABIM YEJIOBEKOM, Ha BUJ He cTapiie camoro CUrMoHa.
JITMHHBIE YepHBIE BOJIOCH 00PAMIISITH Y3KOE JIMIIO C OCTPbIMU, YyTh BBICOKOBATBIMU CKy/lamu. Tem-
HbIe, TIOUTH YEpHBIE IJ1a3a CMOTPEH O30PHO, CJIOBHO MOOEr M3 apMECKOW TEMHHMIIBI ObUT TS UX
BJIa/ieNblia He Oosiee ueM pedstubeid manocthio. [Toxoxe, ne CanbpBa 4yBCTBOBA ceOs1 HAMHOTO JIydIlie
u yBepeHHerd CurmoHa. [la u BeIIIsiieNn BUKOHT OoJiee MPUCTOMHO: YepHbIA KaM30J1, celyac u3Msi-
TBIW Y 3alauKaHHbIN, CIIUT 10 TOCIEeAHEeN MOJIE U KOT/Ia-TO CTOMJI XOPOIIMX JeHer. Boiockl, XOTh u
pacTpenaHHble, TOX0Xe, COBCEM HEJABHO 3aBMBAJI JyUIUWI LUPIOJIbHUK TOPOAA — Mar U MCKYCHUK
npuvecok. TaH pemmi, yTo BUKOHT Ae CajbBa OMpeesieHHO ObUT IIErosieM ¥ TOPOJCKUM MOBECOM.
Takux MOJOAYMKOB OBIBIIMI Kyphep YacTo BHE B ropoje. Ho mouemy oH romna B TeMHUILY?

— Tan, BbI cKa3au, 4TO OBUTH Kypbepom?

— Touno Tak. 3oBute MeHst CurmoHoM, BUKOHT. OT Beero ceppiia Onarogapio Bac! f yxe momnpo-
I1aJIcsi Co CBOOOION M He Yasiyl, YTO KOrAa-HUOYAb BBIAIY U3 STUX ABEpPE KUBBIM.

— CurMmoH, BbI 3HaeTe, Ky/a BeIET 3TOT Kopuaop?

Jla Toiis ormsizesncs, mpiTasich HOHSATD, T7Ie OHU 09y THMIMCh. OH OBIBAJT B 9TOM TEMHHUIIE, TIPAB/a,
naBHO. Toraa ero nocajuiay Ha TP JHS 32 JpaKy ¢ OJIHUM YBAHJIMBBIM JIEUTEHAHTOM, B3lyMaBIIUM
cliesiaTh U3 MOJIOZIOTO Kypbepa JMUYHYI0 npuciayry. Ho ato ciyunnock gaBHo, napy Jier Hazaj. XoTs
C TeX NOp TIOpbMa BpsiJl JIU U3MEHWIach. 3aCTEHKU HE MEPECTPAauBAIOT KaxkIblil IO, OHU OCTAIOTCS
HEU3MEHHBIMHU 1IeJIble BEKA. DTUM U LICHHBI.

— Ecii oiiTu ipsiMo, a TOTOM CBEpPHYTh HAIpaBo, — MPUIMOMHII CUTMOH, — TO MBI BBIA/IEM K
KapayJibHOW KOMHaTe. TaM JIoKeH cHIeTh OXpaHHUK. Ecv Moty 1o 60JbI11oMy KOpUIopy HajleBo,
TO MBI BBIIJIEM K TJ1aBHOMY BXomy. Tam Oyaer komHarta ¢ oxpaHoil. Ho Heianeko ot Kapaysku ecTb
HerpuMeTHas aBepb. CiryxeOHbIi xo11. Eciii ee OTKpbITh, TO MOKHO OyJeT MOJHATHCS MO CTYTIeHbKaM
Ha yauiry. Torma Mel okaxkeMcst MexkIy KazapMamu. PsioM 3a00p, a 3a HUM yuIia.

— OmnyHo!

—onoxaute, Puro. Tyt nomkeH ObITh eltie OOUH Kapay/ibHbiid. OOIYHO OH XOAWT MO KOPUAOPY
Y OCMaTpUBAET KaMepbl.

— He BonnyiiTech, Tad. EMy B31ymaioch 0CMOTpPETh MOIO KaMepy, U OH ocTajicsl B Heil. HaepHo,
€My TTOHPABWJICS MO MaTpac U3 THUJION COJIOMBI.

CUTrMOH B3IJISIHYJI HA BUKOHTA, MTBITASICh MIOHATD, ITYTUT WK HeT. [le CalibBa BBITJISAIEN TOIUM
TMIOJIPOCTKOM, CITIOCOOHBIM TOOOPOTH Pa3Be UTO XPOMOTO LIBITUICHKA, HO, TIOXOXe, He HIyTuII. B3rsg
ero ObLT IPOH3UTENEH U cTpor. Ternepb BUKOHT HEe yIbIOaJICs, XOTh BOKPYT IJ1a3 U MOSBIIICH MOP-
muHKY. Ha mur roposckoit merons nponai, 1 CUrMOHY Terepb Ka3alioch, YTO €r0 OCBOOOAUTEIIO
JIeT TIOJT COPOK, €CJIM He OOJIbIIIe.

— Ioiigemte, Curmon. Hao Toponutbest. Tonbko yMosisiio Bac, cynapb, crynaire tuiie. Hamo
MOCTAapaThCs 3aCTaTh BTOPOTO KapayJbHOrO BPACILIOX.

Be3 muIHuX pa3roBOpoB BUKOHT MOBEPHYJICS U 3aCKOJB3UII TIO KOPUAOPY OECIITyMHO U JIETKO,
CJIOBHO TeHb. CUIMOH JBUHYJICS CJIE/IOM, CTapasich HE IIyMETh U YAMBIISAACH, KaK JIETKO JBUKETCS
Puro. YyBcTBOBAIOCH, YTO TOMY HE B HOBMHKY NMPOOMPATHCS IO KOPUAOpPaM BOT Tak: OECITyMHO,
TalKOM, CKPBIBasICh OT OIMTEIbHBIX B30pOB oXxpaHbl. Bop? BukoHT — Bop? Mosket ObiTh. Ho mouemy
TOTJIa UM 3aUHTepecoBaiach Kojulerusi Marop? Heyxenu oH ObUT HACTONBKO OecriedeH, YTo yKpa
YTO-TO Y CTAapUKOB? A OBITH MOKET, 0OBOPOBAJI CaMOro MarucTpa?

— Curmon!

- Wny, uny!

Hle CanbBa CTOST YK€ Y IOBOPOTA M C YKOPU3HOM cMoTpel Ha TaHa. CUIMOH MOTOPOIUJICS,
MpUOABIII 11T, CIIOTKHYJICS U Onepcsi pyKou o Bepb. ToTyac n3-3a Hee pa3fajics MPUITYIICHHBIH
KPUK:

- 3!

TaH BKaJics B CTEHY 1 3aMep, He PeIasch Aaxe B3I0XHYTh. PUro 6eciryMHO CKOJTb3HYI K JBEPH
Y TIPUHYK K 3apelieueHHOMY OKOIIIKY.
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—T'ocriona! To6pbie rocrioa! Beimyctute MeHs otcrona!

— Tume! Kto Tbl Takoi?

— JlaBounuk Buyn. Jlo6pbie rocriona, moxanyicra. . .

— Tume! Ctpaxa ycabiuur!

He CanbBa 3aKpbL JIQJIOHBIO OKOIIIEYKO U MoBepHYJIcsS K CUTMOHY.

— Tam kaxko¥i-To JaBoyHuK. Yto Oynem aemnath?

— MoxeT ObITh, BO3bMEM C COOOI? — CITPOCHIT TaH.

— 3auem? OH MOXET UCIIOPTUTD BCe JIEJIO.

— braropoansie rocriona! I Hu B yeM He BUHOBAT, 3TO Bee JoHochl! [loxkanyiicra. ..

— Jla ture 11, OonBad! YMonkHH!

— Puro. — CurmMoH B3s1J1 BUKOHTA 32 pyKaB. — Bel MokeTe ero ocBOOOINTh ?

— Ioxainyii. 3aMOK TOUHO TaKOM *ke.

— JlaBaiiTe Bo3pMeM ero ¢ coboit. Hexopolio ocTaBisiTh B3anepTu TOro, KOro MOXHO CHACTH.
Tem Goee 4TO camu MBI OSKUM.

— Ilpoknsarue! — Jle CanbBa cCHOBa 3askajl pyKou OKOIIKO. — CUTMOH, 3TO %€ MPOCTO JTABOYHHUK.

— A OH 4TO, HE YeJIOBEK?

—Tocnopa! I'ocnona! 1 3akpuuy!

— AX TBI Mpa3b, — nipomwrnies Puro. — [IpukoHunTts ObI ero, 1a BpeMenu Het. U nryma Oyner
MHOT0.

— Eciu MBI OCcTaBUM €ro 37ech, OH MIOJHUMET TPEBOTY.

— Bu1 nipaBsl, Tan. [Ipuaetcs B34Th ero ¢ codomu.

BUKOHT OTOABHHY/ TSKENBIN 3aCOB U MPUCENT HAa KOPTOUKH, BCMAaTpUBasCh B 3aMOK. [ToTom B
ero pyke OleCHYJ HOX, U TYT K€ 3aCKPHUIIEIIO KeJe30.

—Tocnona!

— Tume, Buya, — nonpocuit CurmoH. — Ceituac Mbl BAC OCBOOOVIM.

JIaBOYHMK THXO CKYJIMJ, Kak roOutas coOaka, W lapanana HOITSMHU JBEpb C TOW CTOPOHHBI,
CJIOBHO 3KeJiast IOMOYb CIIACUTENISIMU.

3aMOK IJTyXO IIEJIKHYI, ¥ BUKOHT MOAHSICS Ha HOru. Hox ncues u3 ero pyku Tak ke BHE3aIHO,
KaK Y TOSIBIJICS.

— Buyn!

JIBepb pacraxHysach, U B KOPUAOP BHIBATUJICS TUICHHUK. DTO OKa3aJics KOPEHACTHIH I POKO-
TUIEYMi MYXUK C 3aMETHBIM OpiomKkoM. BanoxmadyeHnHast ppikasi opona Oblia MCTIauKaHa 3acoXIIeH
KPOBBIO, IABHO HE CTPUKEHHBIE BOJIOCH COMJIMCH KONTYHaMH. Pa30uThie ryObl ol CIMBOM BHUCEH
B Oopojie, npuaaBasi JaBOYHUKY BUJL CJIaAOCTPACTIIA.

—T'ocrioga! — mpocToHAN JIABOYHMK, IPHKUMAs K TPyaM myxJibie pyku. — Criacr6o! Criacu6o!

— 3aTKHHUCh, — 3710 OPOCHJT BUKOHT. — YMOJIKHH, HE TO MepeOyAuIIIb BCIO CTPAKY.

Buyn 3arpsic ronoBoit, 3axai cede poT JIaJOHBIO M 3HAKOM TOKa3aJl, YTo OyeT MomyaTh. BUKOHT
CMEpWJI €r0 B3IISIIOM, CKPUBUJICS U TIOBEPHYJICS K TaHY.

— Kyna renepn?

— HampaBo no kopunopy. Eiie moncotHu maro, 1 Mbl MOIOWAEM K Kapayike. Tam JoKeH
OBITh OXPaHHUK.

— OmmmaHo, — niporrenTan Puro. — Moute 3a mHO#. U crapaiitech Ooblie He nrymerb. CUTMOH,
MpUCMATPHUBANTE 32 JJABOUHUKOM.

[Nomxas ryObl, BUKOHT OIEPHYJI KAM30J U CBEpHYI 32 yroj. CUrMOH MOJIOXKUJ PYKY Ha TUIEU0
TPACYIIETOCs JJABOYHMKA M MSTKO MOATONKHYI. TOT OIMyCTHJI B3JIOXMAaYE€HHYIO TOJIOBY U TIOKOPHO
JBUHYJICS BCaen 3a Puro.

JIBephb KapaysKu oKa3ajach MPUOTKpHITA. M3 MMpOKOI 1enu Juics SpKUil CBET MacsTHOTO
onapst. CurMoH 3a0€CTIOKOUJICS: UTO €CIIM ITPABIJIA U3MEHUJIMCH U TETepb ASKYPAT He Ba, a YeThIpe
CTpakHUKa?
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BukonT, meqimmii nepBbiM, 00epHYIICS U MaxHy pyKoil. CUrMoH u Buyn npuxkaiuce K cTeHe,
3aMepiy, cTapasch He Jplarh. PUro nogkpancs kK ABepH, IPUCE] U aKKypaTHO 3aryisiHyJl B LIETIb.
IToTroMm nepenopxHy1 Ha JPYTyI0 CTOPOHY, MOAHSUICS U NPHKAJICS K CTEHE.

CUrMOH NomnbITaICs MOHATH, YTO 3aayMal e CanbBa, HO HUYETO JIENbHOIO B TOJIOBY HE IpU-
xoauyo. BukoHT MaxHy:1 Ta"y pykoit. [Totom emre pa3, Ho CUrMOH HUKaK He MOT COOOpPa3UTh, YTO Obl
3T0 3Haums10. HakoHel, notepsaB TeprieHre, PUro CHsJ1 U3HOILIEHHBIN Carlor U 3allyCTUI UM B CITyT-
HUKOB. CUTMOH IIapaxHyJICsl B CTOPOHY, U callor IUTIOXHYJICS Mocpeau Kopuaopa. Buyn ucnyranHo
OXHYJI U TYT ke 3akaJl pOT OOEHMHU PyKaMH.

B kapayke KT0O-TO 3aBOpoYasIcs, 3aCKPUIIEN JABKOM U T'YJIKO MO3BAL:

— Bapro! 1o th1? 11, Bapro!

JIBephb pacraxHy/jach, ¥ Ha MOPOre MOSBIICS CTPAXHHUK C OOHAKEHHBIM Me4oM B pyke. OH
IIarHyJ1 BIiepe]], MPHIITYPUIICS, TIPUBbIKAs K TeMHOTe, 1 yBuaea CUrMoHa, MPpUKaBIIErocsi K CTEHe.
CTpaKHMK OTKPBUI POT, HO 3aKpUYaTh HE YCIIEI.

He CanpBa HaBaJIMJICS HA HETO C3a/11, 00XBATUJI PYKOH 32 IIIEI0, ¥ CTPAKHUK JIMIIb [TTyXO0 3aX pU-
nies1. B pyke BUKOHTa OJIECHYJT HOX, HO CTPAKHUK U3BEPHYJICS, YIApHJI Ha3a/l JIOKTEM U BHIPBAJICS U3
pyk Puro. Pa3zBopaunBasich, OH BCKMHYJI Me4, HO BUKOHT PBaHYJICS Briepell, COMJI €ro ¢ HOT, M 00a
KyOapeM BiieTesI B Kapay/ky. OTTyna pasjianicsi BCKpHUK, U OnoMHUBIIUICS CUrMOH Opocuiics Ha
MOMOIIIb BUKOHTY.

Korzaa oH Bneren B kapayJiky, Bce ObUI10 KOHYeHO. CTPaKHUK JIexkal Ha IOy C Iiepepe3aHHbIM
TOpJIOM, U TIOJ] HUM ke coOupasach TeMHas Jyxa Kpopu. e CanbBa cujien Ha Mojty psjIoM C TeJIOM
Y paccMaTpuBall CBOKO OOCYIO HOTY.

— Bukont! Bel niesibi?

— Bce B nopsiike. CUrMOH, Bbl HE TIOCMOTpPHUTE, T/I€ TaM MOU carior?

Jla Toiis BBIITISTHYA B KOPUAOP U YBUIEN, YTO JJABOYHUK BCE TaK K€ CUAUT y CTEHBI, 3aKPbIB
71a3a OT cTpaxa.

— Buyn, — rpomkuM 1ienotoM mno3eai TaH. — Buya! Bepurte canor BUKOHTa M Hecute cloaa.
Brictpeii, ObicTpeii!

VYenpimag mopox, Curmon ooephysics. [le CanbBa CTOSUT Ha KOJIGHSIX Y TeJla CTpakHHUKa U Oec-
[IEPEMOHHO OOIIApHBAaJI €ro KapMaHbl. [1pr 5TOM OH MOPIIMJICS, CJIOBHO UCTIBITBHIBAJI OOJb.

— BUKOHT, Bbl HE paHeHbI?

— Ilycraku. Yaapuncs pykoii. Bor, Bo3bMuTe HOX, IPUTOJUTCSI.

— Mosker, styuiie meu?

— UYro BB ¢ HUM Oygete aenath? Tackarh 3a coOol B pykax? Her, He coBeTyl0. XOTS TOT 9K3eM-
IUISIP Ha CTOJIE BBIMJISITUT OY€Hb HETLIOXO.

Tan oGepHyJICs U palOCTHO BCKpUKHYJI. Ha cTose, Mex 1y IByX MacysHbIX (DOHAper Jiexkal ero
Meu, TOT CaMbli, 4TO OH BhiHeC U3 nofBayia Paomapa. CUTMOH OpOCHIICS K CTOJTY M YXBaTHJICS 32
3HAKOMYIO PYKOSITb.

— Moii meu! Bukont, 310 Moii Meu! HauanbHUK Kapaysia, HABEpHO, eIl €ro MPUCBOUTb.

— Bam? TMo3apasnso. OTimuHbli KJIWHOK. Pa3 Tak, To BTOpol HOX s ocTaBmio cede. Biaro-
Japio, Buyn.

CurMoH NOIHS TOJIOBY, C TPYOM OTOPBAaB B3IJIsI OT BHOBb OOPETEHHOTO Meva, U YBUJIEI, YTO
B IBEPSIX CTOUT CrOPOJICHHBIH JIABOYHUK, 2 BAKOHT CUJIUT HA TIOJTy U HATATUBAET carior. TaH rnojgomies
Y TIPOTSIHYJT Meu.

— ITocmoTpUTE BUKOHT, 3TO cTapasi nb(puiickas padoTa. ..

Hle CanbBa OTIIATHYJICS, CJIOBHO €MY TKHYJIM B JIMIIO TOPSIIEN TOJIOBHEH.

— Her, cnacu6o, — ckazan oH, 3aMeTHB, YTO TaH YIUBJIEHHO BCKHHYN OpoBH. — [TocMoTpIio B
apyrou pa3. Ceiiyac HaM HaJJO0 TOPOIUTHCS, CKOPO HACTYIHT PacCBeT.

CUrMoH nosxaii rje4yaMy ¥ OCMOTPEJICS B IIOMCKaX HOKEH — B CaMOM [IeJIe, HOCUTh MeU B pyKax
HE camoe NpUsTHOE 3aHsATHe. [10 cuacThio, HOXHBI OBICTPO HAIUIKMCH — JIEKAM Ha JIaBKe U, BUJMMO,

48



P. AdanacreB. «3HaK 9ygoBUIIA»

MIPUHAJIEKATN OTHOMY M3 CTPaKHMKOB. Med Jierko BoleNn B HUX, MPaBAa, He 1O KoHua. KinHok
OKazaJicsl CJIMIIKOM JJTMHHBIM. PaccyauB, 4To JydIero oxxuaaTh U He CTOUT, TaH OIOsICAJICS] peMHEM
CTpaXHUKA M IPUCTPOUIT MeY Ha OOK.

— CurmoH, nocymaiTe, Bbl Obl OfIeIMCh. Bain Hapsi Heb3st Ha3BaTh MPUIAYHBIM.

Jla Toiis ¢ yauBieHreM oOrysiHyJICs. BUKOHT, OKa3bIBaeTCs1, HaIles TUIAIIY CTPAKHUKOB. B onuH
OH 3aKyTaJICS caM, a BTOPOU MpOTsAruBai TaHy. CUrMOH NPUHSUT IJIAI, HAKMHYJI Ha TUICYH, TIPUK PIB
IpsA3HYI0 pyOaxy. 3aMeTUB YXMBUIKY BUKOHTA, OIMYCTWJI B3IJISIA M YBHUIEN, YTO CTOMT OOCMKOM Ha
KaMeHHOM 1ojty. B ropsiuke modera oH 3a0bUT TIPO TO, YTO OOC.

— IpumeppTe canoru CTpakHHMKA, — MOCOBETOBAJ BUKOHT. — Kaxercsi, OHM MpUayTCcsl Bam
BIIOPY.

Vikacasich cam ce0e, TaH CTaIIWII canoru ¢ Meprteena. Eme Henmenmo Ha3aa OH U HE MOAyMal
Obl 0 TakoM MocTyrke. I 'pabuth nokoitHnka! Ho Bce nepemMeHnIoch B MTHOBEHHE OKa: OH OKa3aJics
3a 4epToil, 3a KOTOPOW HE CTOMT IpUBEpPEJHUYATh, 32 TOW CaMOil YepTOH, Iie CThIIMBasi MOPab
OTCTYIaET Mepes KeNnaHueM BbIKUTh. [Iprmepsis ee Teribie caroru, CUrMoH BAPYT HOHSUL, YTO eMy
ele He pa3 MpUAeTCsl OOUPaTh JIOAEH, B TOM Yuciie U MepTBBIX. OH Tak SICHO OIIYTHJI 3TO, YTO JakKe
cepaue 3anuiock. CUIMOH MeUIEHHO BBITPSIMUJICS M MPAuyHO B3IVISTHYJ HA BUKOHTA. TOT KUBHYI,
CJIOBHO JIOTQ/IAJICSI, UTO CArlOTH OKA3aJIUCh B CaMbli pas.

— T'ocnioga, — mozas rosoc MOTYaBILIMIA 10 TOTO JJaBOYHUK. — ['ocniozia, naBaiite noroponumces!

— TosncTsk npas, — 3aMeTrI BUKOHT. — CUTMOH, Kyda Jablie?

— Mnoute 3a MHOU, — BeJIEN TaH.

OOBIYHBIN Ty Th, IO KOTOPOMY B TEMHUITY JOCTABJISUIM TUIEHHUKOB, XOPOIIIO OXPAHSIJICS ¥ BeJl K
KOMeHJIaType, mo3tomy Jia Toiist CBepHYJI B IPYTyi0 CTOPOHY, K XOAY CTPakH — Yepe3 Hero B TIOPbMY
JOCTABJISUTA TIPOBU3MIO. 3aKJIOUEHHBIE O HEM, pa3dymeeTcs, He AoraapiBairck. Ho TaH mpekpacHo
3HaJI, IJIe HAaXOIUTCS XOJ1, U He 3a0bLT 3aXBaTUTh U3 KapayJiKy Kiioud. BukoHT, Habmonast 3a TeM, Kak
€ro CIyTHUK JIOBKO OTKPbLT HEITPUMETHYIO IBEPb, IOBOJIBHO XMBIKHYJI. be3 CurmMona emy MmpuIuioch
Obl ¢ 60eM MTPOOUBATHCS K BBHIXOAY U3 TEMHHUIIBL.

WX HUKTO HEe yBUje: Oerielbl BBIILIA B Y3KUI MPOXO MEK/1y Ka3apMaMH, KaK U pacCUUThI-
Bas1 CurmoH. OTciona ObUIO PYKOM MOAATH JI0 MOJTKOBOM KYXHH, HO TaH He COOMPAJICS ee MOoCelarh.
Ceitvac ¥M OBLIO COBCEM B JIPYTYIO CTOPOHY.

OH XOpoI1Io 3HaJ PacHoIOKEHUE KapayJioB M MApIIPYThl YaCOBBIX M TIOTOMY TOBEJ OBIBIIINMX
Y3HUKOB KpaT4yaiIluM IyTeM K 3a00py B YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO UM HUKTO HE BCTPETUTCH.

JloOpaBiuck 10 yria cKjaaa, ObIBIIMI Kypbep 3aBeJl CITyTHUKOB B TYIMYOK MEXAY CTEHON U
3a00poM. 371eCh, B TPSI3HU U MBLTA POCIIO OAMHOKOE YaxJioe JepeBlie, Yy0M COXpaHuBIee BeTKH. [1o
CTBOJTY, KOe-TJie OTIIOJIMPOBAHHOMY JI0 OJlecka, MOXHO ObLITO 3a0paThCs Ha KaMeHHBIN 3a00p, OKpY-
’KaBIIMI TOJIKOBBIE Ka3apMbl. DTO JIEPEBO JTaBHO CTAJIO MOJIKOBOH JIETEHJOM: UM YacTO MOJIb30Ba-
JIUCh KYPCAHTBI, YTOOBI TAWKOM BBIOpAThCS B ropof. 3acaabl CUIMOH He oracajicsi: KOMEH/IaHT, YCTaB
OT HOUHBIX JIE)XYPCTB y JilepeBa — COBEPIIEHHO OeCIUIOAHBIX, TOTOMY UTO BECTh O «3acajie» MOMEH-
TaJIbHO O0JIeTasIa YacTh, — MaxHY/I Ha BCe PYKOW U MPOCTO YCWIIWI MaTpyiau. PyouTs nepeBo ObUIo
0eCcCMBICTIEHHO — ero MPeKpacHo 3aMeHUsIo Ol JiioOoe OpeBHO. [Toatomy ceiiyac Curmon Gosiicst
TOJIBKO OTHOTO — KaK Obl ero OBIBIIIUM COCITY’KMBI[aM HE B3AyMaJIoCh MPOryIsAThes B ropod. Ho 6mu-
3UJIOCh YTPO, & B CAMOBOJIKY OOBIYHO OTITPABJISUIUCH BeUepaMu, KOT/ia BIIEPEeIu 1iesiast HOub.

— BenukosnenHo! — BOCXUTHIICS] BUKOHT, YBUIEB IepeBO. — TaH, Bl HAIIl CTIACUTENb !

OH cpa3zy yxBaTWICSl 3a CTBOJI, OTIOJIMPOBAHHBIA COTHEN MPUKOCHOBEHUM, yIepcsi HOroM B
3a00p, HO CUTMOH CXBaTWJI €0 3a IJIeYO.

— He cetiyac, Buxkont. Hamno nomoxnars.

— [ouemy?

— Bnonb 3a60pa xonAat yacoBble. S He 3HaI0, re OHUM ceiiyac. Ham HyXHO 3aTaMThCs U TIOJIO-
KJaTh, MOKa OHK MPOMIYT MUMO. JK/1aTh HYXKHO JI0 TeX TOp, OKa He ycblmM miary. [lorom nocun-
TaeM JI0 JIByXCOT, U JIUIIh TOT/Ia MOXHO OyJeT Iiepelie3Th uepes 3a00p.
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— Ilouemy 10 IBYyXCOT? — YIMBUIICS BUKOHT.

— CroJbKO BpeMeHH HaJI0 YaCOBBIM, UTOOBI CBEpHYTH 32 yroi. [ToBepeTe, Puro, Bce paccuntano
TOYHO. MHOTMMU ITOKOJIEHUSIMUA KYPCaHTOB.

— Bot oHo uTo0. — Jle CanibBa noHMMaroIe yxMbutbHYyJICS. — Torga Oyaem xaath. Hageoch, 4to
HEJI0JIrO.

OH B3MJIsIHYJT HA TEMHOE HEOO M HETOBOJIbHO HAaXMYPHJICS.

— Ckopo yTpo, — cKa3as oH. — Ham Haio 6exath, oKa He paccBesio. Mbl BBIIJISIIMM HE JTy4IIIM
00pa3oM 1 MaJio TIOXOXKH Ha TOOPOMOPSAIOYHBIX rpakiaH. [1pu cBete qHS MOO0M MPOXOKUH IONMET,
YTO MBI OCTJIbIe Y3HUKH, U TIOMHUMET TPEBOTY.

— TyT Heaneko 10M Moero Kyma, — nogas rosoc Buya. — OH ceituac B oTbe3/ie, JoMa OCTIUCh
TOJILKO JKeHa 1 IeTU. Mbl MOXeEM CIIPATAThCS Ha Yepake, XOTs Obl I Hayasia. A oTom nepedepemcst
B 6e30MacHoe MecTo.

— Yto KeE, — OTO3BaJICA BUKOHT. — HpI/IHTHaH HOBOCTb. 3H3‘H/IT, HaM HY)XXHO TOJIBKO HEMHOI'O
MOJOXKIATb.

[Tocne 3TUX CIOB OH MPECHOKOMHO yCescsl Ha 3eMJII0 M TIPUCTIOHWICS CIIMHOW K KaMEHHOMN
crene. OH ObUI HEBO3MYTHM, CIIOBHO BBIIIES Ha BEYEPHIOIO MPOTYIKY, a He Oexan U3 BOSHHOU
TIOPbMBI. JIMIITh HEMHOTO HAXMYPHJICS, TJITHYB Ha HOUHOe He00. CUTMOH Jjake TI03aBUI0BAJI HOBOMY
3HAKOMOMY — €T0 caMoro Ousia Mesikas 1pokb. OH HUKaK He MOT YCTIOKOUTHCS, BCE TyMaJl O TOM, YTO
€ro XI€T, €CJIU OH MOIMNaJACT B PyKHU Maros. CTOJI, HWHCTPYMCHTLI, HOBLIC OIILITHI, MyUCHUA U KOLIMAPbI.
Her. Jlydie 06 3TOM He TymMath.

TaH MosoKuI TaJoHbh Ha PYKOATH Meva M TIOyMaJl, UTO KUBBIM OOJIbIle He AacTcs. Hu 3a uro.
Ecnu emy cy)JeHO yMepeThb, IyCTh 9TO CIyYUTCs B 000, @ HE HA Pa3/IelIoOYHOM CTOJIE.

OxupaaHue 3aTsHyI0Ch. Bpems nomsio ene-efe, Kak TKeso rpyKeHHas Tesiera 1o npocesioy-
HoU Jopore. TaH Tpeneras, 0kujaasi, YTO OXPaHHUKM C MUHYTBI HA MUHYTY NOJHUMYT TpeBory. U
Jaxe BUKOHTY M3MEHIJIa HEBO3MYTHUMOCTh: OH BCE Yallle MOIJIsi/IbIBAJ Ha CBETJIeloliee HeOo U Kycal
ryosl. JKnath 661710 HEBBIHOCMMO, HO CUT'MOH cTapaJicsl iepkaTh ce0s B pykax. OH Bce Kpemnie CKH-
MaJl pyKOSITb M€4a, U OT ITOr0 CTAaHOBMJIOCH Jierdye. Opykre HEMHOIO YCIIOKauBaJlo, BCEJISAIO yBe-
PEHHOCTb, HO 3TO HE MOIJIO MPOAOJIKATHCS BEYHO.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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