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10. B. bonpapeB. «bataiboHbI TpoCAT OrHA»

IOpun BacuabeBuu bonnapesn
baTajbOoHbI IPOCAT OrHs

I'maBa 1

BomOexka namiaach MUHYT COpOK. B uepHOM 10 3eHMTa HeOe, HEYKIIIOKE BHICTPAMBAsICh, C
TYTUM TYJIOM YXOOWIM HeMellkue camoiieTsl. OHM 1IUIM HU3KO Haj JiecaMM Ha 3arajl, B CTOPOHY
MYTHO-KPACHOI'0 111apa COJIHIIA, KOTOPOE MYJIbCUPOBAJIO B KIIyOsILENcs MIJe.

Bce ropeno, pajioch, Tpelaio Ha MyTsX, U Tam, IJie elle HeJaBHO CTOsIA 32 [TaKray30M cTapast
3aKOIMYEHHAs] BOJIOKAYKA, TeNeph CPeu PesbCOB JbIMUIIACH TOpa OOYIJIEHHBIX KUPIUYEH; KJIOUbs
ropsiYero Iera onajajiy B HarpeToM BO3/yXe.

[MonkoBHuK ['ynsieB, MopIiach OT 3BOHa B YIIIaX, OCTOPOXHO MOTEP 0O0KKEHHYIO IIEt0, IOTOM
BbUJIE3 HAa Kpail KaHABbl M CUILJIO KPUKHYIL:

— Kopka! A Hy rae el Tam? BeicTpo KO MHe!

7Kopka ButbkoBckuid, modep v agbiotant [ 'yiisieBa, rHOKON He3aBUCUMOM TTOXOKO! BBIIIET U3
MPUCTAHLIMOHHOTO CaJIMKa, IPpbi3s 0;10K0. Ero Masbumiiieckoe Harsoe JMIo ObLIO CIOKOMHO, HeMell-
KM aBTOMAT HeOPEKHO MEPEKMHYT Yepes IJIeU0, U3 IMMPOKMX TOJIEHHUIIL B Pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI TOPYAIN
3anacHble MeHaJIbHbIE Mara3uHbl.

OH onycruicsa Bo3ne ['yiseBa Ha KOPTOYKH, C arleTUTHBIM TPECKOM pasrpuizas si0JIOKO,
BECeJIO YJbIOHYJICA IMyXJIBIMU I'yOaMu.

— Bot 6ponsiru! — ckazai oH, B3IISIHYB B MyTHOE HE0O, ¥ 100aBWII HEBUHHO: — ChelbTe aHTO-
HOBKY, TOBApHIII NIOJIKOBHUK, HE 001 BE/lb. ..

ITO JIErKOMBICJIEHHOE CITOKOMCTBHE MAJIBUMIIKH, BU] MBUIAIOIIMX BarOHOB, OOJIb B 000K KEH-
HOI1 11Iee 1 3T0 s1070Ko B pyke Kopku BHe3anHo BbI3Bau B ['ynsieBe 310e pazapakeHue.

— Bocnonb3oBasics yxe? Tpodees HaOpas? — [10IKOBHUK OTTOJNKHYJI PYKY abIOTaHTa U XMYPO
BCTaJl, OTPSAXMBas IeTesl ¢ OroH. — A Hy pas3blllid KoMeHaHTa ctanimu! ['ne oH, yept Obl ero!..

7Kopka B30XHY.I 1, IPUJEPKUBAst aBTOMAT, HE CIIela JBUHYJICS BJOJIb CTAHLIMOHHOIO 3200pa.

— berom! — KpUKHYJI OJIKOBHUK.

To, yTo ropeso ceffuac Ha TOW MPUIHENPOBCKOW CTAHLMHU, JIONAJIOCh, B3PBIBAJIOCh U MaJIU-
HOBBIMM MOJIHUSIMH BBUIETAJIO M3 BaroHOB, U TO, 4TO OBUIO MOKPBHITO Ha IIaTdOpMax TICIOIMMU
YexJIaMH, — BCE 3TO 3HAUYMJIOCh CJIOBHO ObI COOCTBEHHOCTHIO ['yiisieBa, Bce 3T0 MpUOBUIO B apMHUIO U
JOJDKHO OBLIO MOCTYNUTh B AMBU3MIO, B €r0 MOJIK, U MOAAEPAKUBaTh B rOTOBsAIIEMCcs npopbise. Bee
610, MPONaaalo B OTHe, OOYIIIMBAJIOCh, CTPENIsIO Oe3 LieaH Mocie Ooee YeM MoTyJacoBor OoM-
OeXKKH.

«becronous, riaynuel! — rHeBHO ayman ['yiseB 0 KOMEHAaHTe CTAaHUMM U HAayaJIbHUKE ThljIa
AVBU3HH, TPY3HO IIarasi o OUToMy CTeKJIy K Bok3airy. — [lox cyn cykuHbIx ceiHOB Masio! O6onx !» Ha
CTaHIMH YK€ CTaJIM TOSIBJISITBCS JIIOIN: HABCTPEUy OeKalu COJIAThl C TIOTHHIMU JIMLIAMH, TAHKUCTHI
B 3aMOPOIIEHHBIX MBUIBIO [IJIEMaX, B IPA3HBIX KOMOMHE30HaX. Bce mogaBieHHO O3upaiy AbIMHBINA
TOPU3O0HT, U IIYIUIBIA HU3EHBKUI TAaHKHUCT-JICUTEHAHT, HEHYKHO XBaTasich 3a KOOypy, MeTaJicsl MEeX
HUMH 10 1J1aThopMe, Opajl CPhIBAIOIIMMCS T'OJIOCOM:

— Tamwu 6pepna! K tankam! K tankam!..

W, HaTKHYBIIMCh pacTepsIHHBIM B3IJIAA0M Ha ['yssieBa, TOJIbKO MOKPUBUJICS TOHKUM PTOM.

Bnepenu, MeTpax B NATHIAECATH OT NEPPOHA, MO MPUKPHITUEM KaMEHHBIX CTEH 4Yy/IOM Ylie-
JIEBIIIETO BOK3aJla, CTOs1a rpyIna opuLepoB, JOHOCUIMCH PUIITyLIEHHbIE rojioca. B cepenune 3ot
TOJIIBI Ha TOJIOBY BBIAESUICS BBICOKMM POCTOM KOMAaHIUP IUBU3UM VIBep3eB, MOJIOAON, PyMSIHBIN
TMIOJIKOBHUK, B pacllaxHyTOM CTaJIbHOIO LIBETa IUIAILE, C HOBBIMH MOJEBBIMU NoroHaMu. OHa mieka
ero Obula KpacHee Jpyroi, CHHKE Ila3a UCTOYAIM XOJIOJHOE MIPE3PEHUe U 3/10CTb.
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— Bo1 moryoumm Bee! IMa-agren! Bel noHumaete, uto Bu Hajenanu? B-poi!.. [ToH-HUMaeTe?..

OH KOpOTKO, HEJIOBKO TIOIHSIT PYKY, U CTOSIBIIMIA BO3JIE YEJIOBEK, Kak Obl B OKUIAHUM yapa,
HEBOJIBHO BCKMHYJI KBEpXy TOJIOBy — MOJKOBHUK ['ynsieB yBuzen Oenoe, Jpoxasliiee ApsiOIbIMU
CKJIQ/IKAMH JIMILIO MOXKUJIOTO Maiopa, HayaIbHUKA ThUIA JUBU3UH, €r0 OMyXIIHe OT OECCOHHON HOUM
BEKH, Ce/Ible B3JIOXMaYeHHbIE BOJIOCHL. BpOCHIIHCH B IM1a3a HEONPATHBIN, MEITKOBATBIN KUTEIb, BUCEB-
M Ha OKPYIJIBIX TUIeYax, HEYUCTBIN MOJBOPOTHUYOK, TPSI3b, MPUJIUIIIIAS K TIOMSATOMY MallOPCKOMY
TIOTOHY; 3aITACHUK, TT0-BUAMMOMY PAOOTABIIHIA JIO BOWHBI XO3MCTBEHHUKOM, «TIaraiia v Ja9HuK» . . .
BTsiHYyB rosioBy B IJ1e4d, HAUQJIBHUK ThUIA JUBU3UM TYIO cMOTpes VIBep3eBy B rpyib.

— Tlouemy He pasrpy3wiu 3iienoH? Bel moHMMaeTe, 4to Bel Hajenanu? Yem auBuzus Oyaer
crpensaTh o Hemiam? [Touemy He pasrpy3uim?..

— ToBapuil NONKOBHUK. .. S He ycrien. ..

— Ma-amyure! Hemiipbl ycnienu!

WBep3eB marnynn Kk Maiiopy, ¥ TOT CHOBa BCKUHYJI MSATKHIA TOAOOPOIOK, YTOJIKH T'YO €ro MeJIKO
3a1eprajvch, B OECCUIIMK OH TUIaKasl; OpUIIePhl, CTOSIBIIME PSI0M, OTBOIWIIH IJ1a3a.

B OnmmxHMX BaroHax pBajMCh CHapsIbl; OAWH, BUAUMO OpOHEOOMHBIN, KeCTKO (hpIpya, Bpe-
3aJics B KAMEHHYI0 OOKOBYIO CTeHy BOK3aa. [lockmarnach mryKaTypka, KycKaMy mosieTesia K Horam
ouiepoB. Ho HUKTO HEe ABUHYJICS C MECTa, JIMIIb [JIsiAen Ha ViBep3eBa: IIOTHBIA pyMsTHEI 3aJIUJT
€ro APYryio IeKy.

— Ilon cyn! — Hu3kuM ronocom Boiropopwsl Meepses. — A orgam Bac noa cyn! TlonkoBHUK
I'ynses, nogoiaute ko MHe!

['ynsieB, onpapiisisi KUTEb, MOAOIIEN C TOTOBHOCTBIO; HO 9TOT HEeCIepKaHHBIM THEB KOMaHJ1pa
IWBU3WH, 3TO YCTaJloe, N3MYYEHHOE JIMI0 HAYaJIbHUKA ThUIAa ceiiuac y)Xe HEeMpUsATHO ObUIO BUIEThH
emy. OH HEIOBOJILHO HAXMYPWJICS, KOCSCh Ha NbUIAIOIIKE BarOHbl, IPOrOBOPUJI [IIyXHUM T'OJIOCOM:

— INoka MBI He TOTepsIN BCE, TOBAPUIIL MOJIKOBHUK, HEOOXOAMMO PaCIeNTh U PacCPeOTOUNTh
BaroHbl. [7ie ke BBl OBUTH, JTIOOE3HBI? — HEBOJIBHO TOABASCH MIpe3puTebHOMY TOHY MBep3eBa,
oOparwics ['ynsieB K HaUaIbHUKY ThUIA AWBU3UH, OIJIS/IBIBASI €r0 C TeM OOJIe3HEHHO-COCTpaaaTesib-
HBIM BBIPaKE€HHUEM, C KAKUM IJISIIAT Ha MyYUMOE KUBOTHOE.

Maiiop, 6e3y4acTHO OIYCTHB T'OJIOBY, MOJIYAJ; CE/Ible CIUIMIIIECS BOJOCHI €ro TOMOPUIUIIHCH
Ha BUCKAX HEONPSTHHIMU KOCHUKAMH.

— HevictByiite! [leii-ctByii-Te! B-BbI, pactsmna Thina! — KpukHy!n ViBep3eB ¢ O€IIEHCTBOM. —
Mapm! Toapumu odurneps, Bcem 3a padorty! INonkoBHuk ['yisieB, pasrpy3ka 0oerpuIiacoB moj
Ballly OTBETCTBEHHOCTb !

— Cnymaioch, — otBetui ['ysses.

WBep3eB noHnmail, 4To 3TO MIyXOBATOE «CIIYHIAIOCh» €Ille HUYEro He pelliaeT, U, €Ba CAEPKHU-
Basi ceds1, epeBes BHUMaHKe Ha KOMEHIAHTa CTaHIIMK — CyXOIIaBOTO, Y3KOIJIEYero MOAMOIKOBHHKA,
3aMKHYTO KYPHUBIIIETO y Orpajbl BOK3ajia, — ¥ JOOABUJI THIIIE:

— A BbI, TOBapUIIl MOATNOJKOBHUK, OTBETUTE MEpe]l KOMaHIYIOIMM apMKen 3a Bce cpasy!..

[NonnonkoBHUK HE OTBETWII, M, HE OXuasl OTBeTa, MBep3eB MoBepHYJICS — OpHILIEPhl PaccTy-
MTWINChH TIepe/] HUM — M KPYITHBIMU IIaraMHy TIOIIEJ K «BUJUTUCY» B COMPOBOXKAECHUH MOJIOJIEHBKOTO,
TOXE KakK Obl pacCepKEHHOTO abIOTaHTa, IIIEr0JIeBaTO 3aTSHYTOrO B HOBBIE PEMHHU.

«Yener B AMBU3MIO», — mogyMa [ yisieB 6e3 ocyKIeHu s, HO C HEKOTOPOU HENPUSI3HBIO, [TOTOMY
YTO TIO OTBITY CBOEH JIONTOM CITy:KOBl B @pMHUM XOPOIIIO 3HAJI, YTO B JIOOBIX OOCTOSITEILCTBAX BBIC-
I1Iee HAYaJIbCTBO BOJIHO BO3/IAraTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTh HAa MOMYMHEHHBIX oduiiepoB. OH 3HAT 3TO U
1o camoMy ce0e 1 oaToMy He ocyxjai MeepseBa. HerpusizHb ke 0OBsCHSIACH ITTaBHBIM 00pa3oM
TeM, 4To VIBep3eB Ha3HA4YMJI OTBETCTBEHHBIM MMEHHO €ro, 0e30TKa3HOro padoTsry (ppoHTa, Kak OH
MHOT/Ia Ha3bIBaJI ce0sl, @ HE KOTo APYToro.

— ToBapuiu oguriepsl, npoiy kKo MHe!

['ynsieB nuimb ceituac OMM3KO yBUAENT KOMEHJAHTa CTaHIMM; MeJioBasi OJIeIHOCTDb ero JIMIa,
B3JparuBalolIfe Xyaple Najblibl, AepKaBIlIie CUrapeTy, MO3BOISUTM JOraJaThCsi, YTO ITOT YEIOBEK
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ceituac nepexwi. «OtnaayT noa cya. U 3a neno», — nogymait ['yiisieB 1 CyXo KUBHYJI HOANOIKOBHUKY,
BCTPETHB €0 MIYIIUNA B3I/,

— Hy, Oynem neiictBoBaTh, KOMEH/IaHT!

Korma HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CITyCTsI KOMEH/IaHT cTaHiuu U ['yiiseB oTnaim pacropsikeHue opu-
1iepam | K TOpSIIAM COCTaBaMm, 3allUIeB MapoM, TOIKATHII MAaHEBPOBBIN MAPOBO3MK C IEPeryraHHO
BBICYHYBIIIMMCSI MAIIIMHUCTOM, a TSIKEJIble TAHKY CTaJIU, TIIyXO PeBsl, CIIONI3aTh C TICIOIIMX TIaTdopMm,
K TIOJIKOBHHIKY, KaIlUsisl, 3a/IbIXasiCh, MOprasi CIe3sIUMUCS IJ1a3aMu, ToAOekKal HauyalbHUK ThiTa
JMBU3WH, 3aTPSIC CEI0U TOJIOBOM.

— Boenpunacel omHUM napoBo3oM MbI He criaceM! [Toryoum mapoBo3, JTOfei, TOBAPHIIL MO
KOBHUK!..

— DX, Oparell BB MOW, — JgocamyiuBo ckasan ['ynseB. — Pa3se Bam B apmum ciyxuth? e x
Bbl (DypaxKy-To MoTepsiin?

Maiiop CKOpOHO YJIBIOHYIICS.

— 4 mocraparock. .. §I Bce, 4TO CMOTYy... — 3aroBOpUJI Maiop ymorstonie. — KomeHnaaHt coo0-
T prosLT s1menioH. M3 3aiiesa. Ctout 3a cemadopom. A ceituac 3a mapoBo3om. Pazpermre?

— Murom! — ckomanpoBain I'ynsieB. — OnHa Hora 37eck... U, panu bora, He ko3bipstiite. Kak
KOpATY, PYKy MogHOCUTE, YepT Obl Bac apain! 1 6e3 dpypaxku!..

Maiiop CKOH(]YKEHHO MOISATHIICS, PBICLION MOOEkal K MeppoHy, HEYKJIOXKe KOJbIXas Iiie-
YaMH, TIOATIPHITMBASI, HATAIKMBASCh HA TAHKKCTOB; OHM pa3ApakeHHO MaTeprIMCh. Ero MemkoBathiii
KWTeJlb, B3JIOXMAueHHAs TOJIOBAa MEJIbKHYJIM B TIOCJICTHUI pa3 B KOHIIE IEPPOHA, B CU30-OPaHKEBOM
IbIMYy OJIN3 KpalHMX BaroHOB, TJie C TPECKOM, C BU3TOM OCKOJIKOB JIOTIAJIUCH CHAPSIJIBL.

— Kopka! A ny 3a maitopom! Tlomoru! A To HOCHT ero... BUauIIb? 3a cMEPThIO ToHsieTcs ! —
ckazan ['ynsen. JKopka ycMexHyJICS, OTBETHT HEOPEKHO:

— Ectb, — 1 nocsieoBai 3a MailopoM CBOE LIEMKOM, CKOJTB3SIIIEN MOXOIKOM.

[MonkoBHuK ['yisieB XOMUI OKOJIO BOK3aJ1a, IMIse/] Ha MBUIAIOIINE BarOHbI CO B3IBIOJICHHBIMU
KpBIIIIaMU, CO3HABAs, YTO BCE 3/IeCh OXBAYEHHOE OFHEM MOTJIO CIIACTH TOJIBLKO uy10. OH IymMai o TOM,
YTO STOT MOXKap, YHUUTOXAOIIUNA OOSTPUTIackl M CHAPSKEHUE HE TOJBKO I MCTOIIEHHON B 60X
JVBU3WH, HO ¥ JIJISI aDMUU, OTOJISLIT €r0 TOJTK, 0aTaIbOHbI KOTOPOTO MOATSIHYJIKCH K [IHeTpy B TeueHue
nponuion Hour. M kak Obl yMHBI HU ObUTH ceituac pacriopstkeHus ['ynseBa, kak Obl HU KpAvall OH,
HU B3BMHYMBAJI JIIO/IEH, BCE STO Terephb He Cracaio MOJOKeHUs, He pelao Jiea.

OH By, Kak Oeran B IbIM U BHOBb BBIHBIPHBAJ B MIPOCBETAaX MOKapa MaHEBPOBBIN MApOBO-
3WK, CBUCTsI, HOCWJICSI TIO MYTSAM C MPWIKIIINAM K Oydepy CUESIIUKOM, Pa3beUHsLT UCKOPEKEeHHbIS
OCKOJIKaMH BaroHsbI, OTJTYIIIasl JII3rOM KeJie3a, TONKAJT UX B TYNUK. TaHKY OOpyIIMBAIUCh Yepe3 Kpasi
1aTopMbl Ha OpeBHA, CKaTHIBAJIMCH HA 3EMITIO; HEJIOBOJILHO PeBsi, OyITO 000k KEHHBIE 3BEPH, YIIOJI-
3aJIM K JIeCy 3a CTAHIIMOHHBIM 3[JaHUEM.

Mumo Bok3ajia mpoOexan BHICOKUI TaHKUCT-TIOATIONKOBHUK, JIMIIO ero ObUIO 037100JIeHO, BCe
B TEMHBIX IISITHAX Tapy, OH He 3ametun ['yisesa.

— INonmnonkoBHUK ! — 3b19HO OKJIMKHYIT ['yiIsieB, 4y Th MOAOMpast OTHEIOMINI KUBOT, KaK JeJial
9TO BCer/a, TOTOBSCh OTIATh NIPUKa3aHUE.

— Yero Bam? — TaHKHUCT OcTaHOBUJICS. — Sl BaM He MoaunHeH ! ..

— CKOJbKO TaHKOB BHIIUIO U3 CTPOsi?

— He noncunrano!

— Torma Bot uto! OcBOGOAATCS JIIOIU — MONUIATE MX Ha pactenky BaroHoB! Ceituac npuaer
elLe napoBo3. ..

— $1 monpMU MIBBIPATHCS HE HAMEPEH, ToBapHIl MOJIKoBHUK ! Kak BoeBath 6e3 mozneit Oyay?

— A xak xe Oymer BoeBaTh quBm3usA? A? Bes nmuBususa? — cripocui ['yssieB, 4yBCTBYS, UTO
CHOBa cOuBaeTcs Ha TOH VBep3eBa, u pa3mpakasch Ha cebs 3a 310. BocnasieHHbIe BEKM TaHKUCTa
YIIPSIMO CY3UJIUCH.

— He mory! {1 orBeyalo 3a cBoux JioAei, MOJKOBHUK !
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B OmkaiiiiemM BaroHe ¢ rpoXOTOM B30PBAJIOCh HECKOJIBKO CHAPS/IOB, B3METHYJIACh KpBIINA,
JOXHYJIO OOXHUTalommUM xkapoMm. Jluam crano ropsdo. Ha MraHoBeHue 06a OTBEpHY/IUCH, X 3aBO-
JIOKJIO IBIMOM; TAHKUCT 3aKalllIsICs.

— Toapuil| MOJKOBHMK, pa3pelmTe 00paTUThCsA? — MOCTBIIIAICA B 3TY MUHYTY 32 CIIMHON
I'ynseBa HacMeNUIMBBIN ToOJIOC.

— Io-no-xau-Te! — X0moaHO, He 00OpaUMBasich, mporoBopu ['yaseB 1 1006aBuII kKecTKo: — S
noTpedyio. .. NOTpeOyI0 BHIMOTHEH! S, TAHKUCT!

— ToBapwuii NOJKOBHUK, pa3pelmTe 0OpaTuThes?

— Kro eme Tyt? — I'ynseB, mopiack, KpyTo MOBEPHYJICS U YAUBIEHHO BOCKJIMKHY.I: — KanuTtan
EpmakoB? Bopuc? Otkyna te0s1 ueptv mpuHeciu?

— 31paBus Kelialo, TOBAPUIIL TIOJTKOBHUK.

CpenHero pocra KanuTaH B JIETHEW BBITOPEBLIEH TMMHACTEPKE ¢ TEMHBIMU CJleJaMU OT IOp-
TYIIEU CTOSIT BO3JIE; TEHb OT KO3bIPbKa MaJjasa Ha MOJIOBUHY CMYIJIOTO JIMIIA, Kapue, Aep3Kue I1a3a,
Oesbie 3yObl Oniecteny B 00paJOBaHHOM YJIbIOKE.

— Hy, He y3Haere, ToBapHil] NOJKOBHUK | — O)KMBJIEHHO MOBTOPsLI OH. — YT0, He Bepute? [ono-
JKUATb, YTO JIN?

— Jla oTkyza Te0st uepTH puHecn? — BHOBb IporoBopu ['yssieB, cCHauana HaxMypHJICs], TIOTOM
3acMesiicsi, TpyOOBaTO CTHCHYJI KalluTaHa B OOBATHAX M ceiuac e OTCTPaHWII ero, KOCsCh depes
IUIEYO.

— Wnure, — OypKHYJ OH TaHKHCTY. — VuTe.

— Haiite xpatb, nonkoBHUK! TonKkoM yeTsipe IHS He el — cKa3al KanuTaH, yisioasch. — S
CYTKH 0€3 JHIMOBOT'O JOBOJILCTBHS!..

— Ja otkyna 1ei?.. JloknagbiBaii!

— U3 rocniuransa. Kpganm B mytH, korga koHuutes y Bac TyT. [lotom nossasiercss JKopka ¢
MailopoMm, Hy U... IPUKaTWJIM Ha TapOBO3E.

— Jlerkomsicie? Ilytumis Bce? — mpodopmoTan ['yisieB, BcMaTprBasich B 3alITONAHHBIN pyKaB
KalMTaHCKOW TUMHACTEPKH, U TYCTO nodarposei. — He mucan u3 rocnuTansi, XHUHHAs Th aymia!l A?
Momyan, yxapb-kymner!

— 4 xouy He ecTb, a KpaTh! — OTBETUJI KanUTaH, cMesich. — [laiite XoTh cyxapb! Bonku He riporry.

— Xopka! — kpukHys nosnkoBHUK. — [IpoBenu kanurana Epmakosa k MaivHe !

7Kopka, 10 3TOro CKpOMHO CTOSIBILIMI B CTOPOHE, IPOCBETJIEN JIULIOM, 3arOBOPIIULIKY TIOIMUT -
HYJI KalMTaHy ToyObIM HEBUHHBIM TJIA30M:

— Tyt B necy. Henanexko.

Bce, 4T0 MOXHO OBUIO CEIATH B CO3ABIINXCH OOCTOATENLCTBAX, OBUIO CAEIAHO. YCTAJIO A0TO-
paiv 3arHaHHbIC B TYIUKU BaroHbI; C TIOCJAESAHNUM, Kak Obl HEOXOTHBIM TPECKOM 3aIl03]aJ10 PBAJIKCh
cHapsipl. [Toxkap ytux. M TObKO Tenepp cTano BUJHO, YTO CTOSUT TEIUIbIN, IIOTOXKUM I€Hb MTPUIIO3/1-
HuBIIIErocs 6adrero jera. Yucroe cusioree HeOO CO CTEKITHHO BBICOKOM CHHEBOU pa3BepPHYJIOCH HaJl
JIECHOM cTaHIe. W Juiib Ha 3arajie HeyJIOBUMO CBETH/IMCh B O€3[I0HHOM €ro riiyOruHe Oe33By4HbIE
3CHUTHBIE PA3PBIBLI.

IMopbikeBIlIe, TPOHYThIE OCEHBIO MPHUIHEITPOBCKHE Jieca, OKPYKABIIME YEPHOE METIeITHUIIE
nyTei, 0003HAUMIIUCh YETKO, KaK B OMHOKJIE.

[MonkoBuuk ['ynsieB, MOTHBIN, pa30MIIEBIINI, He Oe3 HACIaXICHUs CKUHYB TOpsYve carnoru
C YCTaJIbIX HOT, MOJICTABUB HOTHM COJIHILY M PACCTETHYB KUTEJIb Ha BOJIOCATOM MyXJIOM TPYH, JIexKa
B CTAQHIIMOHHOM CaJIMKe TIOof 0OJeTeBIel si0MoHel. 31ech Bce Mo-0ceHHeMy MOOJIEKI0, MOpe/Iesio,
Be3/le HEesAPKUI OJIECK COJTHIIA, Be3/Ie XPyITKasl Mpo3payHast TUIIMHA, BOKPYT JIETKUI [IOPOX MajbIX
JIUCTBEB, YYTh-4YTb TAHYJIO CBCKHNM BO3YXOM C CEBCPA.
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Kanmran EpmakoB nexain psjioM, Toxe Oe3 caror, 6e3 pemHs U pypaxku. [I0TKOBHUK, XMYy-
psich, COOKY paccMaTpHBaJl €ro UcXyaaioe, MmoOieTHeBIIee IO, TpsiMble OPOBHU; YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI
yIaJId Ha BUCOK, IIEBEJIMIIMCH OT BETpa.

— Ta-ak, — nporoBopu ['ynsieB. — Hukak, panbine Bpemenu npudexan? Yo, He Tepresnocs,
Tepriexy He ObuIo?

EpmakoB BepTen onaBiimii I0JI0HEBBIH JIUCT, 3alyMYHMBO LIy pUJICS Ha HETO.

— [IpoMeHATh rOCIIUTATBHYIO KOMKY BOT Ha 3TO... CTOUJIO, YECTHOE CJIOBO, — OTBETHJI OH, CIIy-
HYJI JIUCT C JIQJIOHH, TTPOTOBOPUJI MOTYCEPhe3HO: — BBl UTO-TO, MOJKOBHUK, pacTtoictenn. B obopoHe
croure?

— Thl MHe He BKpYUHBaii, — HeZIOBOJIBHO repeOw ['ymsieB. — 51 cripaimBaro, modemy rnpuoesxan?

EpmakoB notsiHysicst K si07I0He, COPBAJI FONyI0 BETOUKY, BHUMATEJIBHO OCMOTpEJI ee, CKa3al:

— Bor, otopsan 3ty BeTKy — 1 oHa noru6na. Bepno? JlagHo, octaBum smpuky. Kak tam mMost
Oatapest, xxuBa? — U, cierka ycMexHyBIIUCh, TOBTOpWIL: — KuBa?

— TBost Garapest Houblo popcupoBana [Iuenp. Scuo? — ['ynseB moBo3umics, moep3a KUBOTOM
IO JKEJITON TpaBe, MO CYXUM JIMCThsIM, cripocul: — Kakue eriie Borpoch?

— Kro komannyer 6arapeeii?

— Konpparses.

— 3T0 XOpOoMIo.

— Yro xoporo?

— Konpparses.

— Bor uro, — rpy6oBaTO U permmTeabHo mporoBopu [ynsieB, — Xody npeaynpeanTs 1eds, u 6e3
IIyTOK, I0pOroi Moi. Byaenib rpy/ipio Mo-aypaiku, Mo-oCIMHOMY IyJU JIOBUTh, XpaOpOCTh TMOKa-
3bIBaTh — K UepTOBOM Oadyike cnuiny B 3arnacHoi nonk! U 6acra! Crnmiry — u 6acra! YObioT Beap
nypaka! Yrto?

— SIcHO, — ckaza KaruTaH. — Bee sAcHO.

Oo6BeTpeHHoe, KPYIHOE, 3aMETHOE MOKATHIM MOPIIMHKUCTBIM JIOOM JIMIIO TIOJIKOBHUKA Me[-
JIEHHO OTITYCKAJIO BBIpA)XEHUE HEIOBOJIbLCTBA, HEUTO MOXOKee Ha YIBIOKY CJ1a00 TPOHYNIO €ero ryobl,
Y OH ITPOTOBOPHJI C TPYCTHBIM BECETbeM:

— Ortopsannas Betka! Cka-xu-Te! ®@unocod, mopors Tedst HEKOMY !

Jlexa Ha cniune, EpMakoB mo-rpexHeMy 3alyMUYHBO IJIsIET B XOJOTHOBATYIO CHHEBY HEOa, 1
['ynsieB momymait, 4To 3TOMY MOJIOIOMY 3710pOBOMY OUIIEpY MaJIO Jiesa IO €ro CJIOB, 10 OTKPOBEH-
HOro OECIOKOICTBa, He MPeyCMOTPEHHOTO HUKAKMM YCTaBOM, — OHU 3HAJIM ApYT 1Ipyra co CtanuH-
rpaja. bpul MOJKOBHUMK OAMHOK, BIIOB, O€3/1eTeH, U OH TOYHO Obl BUIea B EpMakoBe cBOIO MOIOIOCTh
¥ MHOTOE TIPOIIIajl eMy, Kak 9TO MHOTJa ObIBaeT y HEMAaJIO NOKUBILUX Ha CBETE M HE COBCEM CUacT-
JIMBBIX OJUHOKUX JTIOJIEN.

Homro nesxanu momya. [Tycroi, mepenyTaHHbIN ay THHOW CauK ObUT HACKBO3b IIPOHK3aH 30J10-
THCTBIM COJTHLIEM. B Teriom Bo3iyxe MIaHUpOBaIH JIMCThSI, OECIIYMHO CTYKasiCh O BETBH, LIETLISSCH
3a MayTUHY Ha SI0JI0HSX. B TUIIMHY HONeTaio oTAaleHHOe Iy[ieHHe TAaHKOB U3 Jieca, TOHKOE IIUTICHUE
MaHEBPOBOI'O MTAPOBO3MKA HA MYTSIX, OT3BYKH KHU3HU.

Cyxo¥ JUCT yraJl OJIKOBHUKY Ha 1yiedo. OH MeTUTEIbHO CMSUT €ro B KyJIake, CKOCHIT IJ1a3a
Ha EpmaxkoBa.

— IIpopsiBath 0O60poHY Oynem. Kperkuii operiek Ha mpaBom Gepery. Uto 3amomyan?

— Tak, qymaro. 1 cam He 3Ha1o 0 yem, — ckazain Epmakos.

Co cTOpoHBI BOK3aja, MPUOIMAKASCH, TOCIBIIIATACH TONOCA, TOKA3aBIIMECsS CTPAHHBIMU
31€Ch, — KEHCKHUE ToJIoca, 3BYUHbIe U OYATO CTEKJISIHHbIE B TUXOM BO3/yXe MOTyOOIETEBINEro caaa.
[NonkoBHuK ['ynsieB, HEJOBKO MOBEPHYB OOOKKEHHYIO 11eI0, KPSIKHYJI OT OOJIM, HEIOYMEHHO OIJIs-
IBIBAsICh, CIIPOCHIT:

— D70 4TO %€ Takoe?
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ITo Tpone, sieBee Bok3asa, yepe3 cajll JBUTAIUCh JBE KEHIIWHbI, HECJIM OIPOMHBIN CYHAYK,
neperuieTeHHbI BepeBkamu. OqHa, Mosiofas, O0COHOTasi, B BHILIBETINEH Oy3Ke, HeOPEKHO 3arpaB-
JIEHHOM B 100KY, I1JIa W30THYBIIIKCh, HANIPsATast KPENKUe UKPbI, APyras, rmocrapiie, Obljia B MYyKCKOM
TeJIorpelike, B carorax, CMyIJioe JIMIO U3MOXK/IEHO, BOJIOCHI PACTPENaJUCh, M COJTHIIE, OUBIIIEe C3a/H,
MPOCBEYMBAJIO UX.

— anexo i, KpacaBuiibl? — KpUKHYI ['ynisieB U, KpsAXTsI, CeJl, OTep KOJEeHH.

JKeHIMHBI OIMyCTHIM CYH/IYK; MOJIO[Asl BBIPSIMHUIIACH, HECTECHUTENIBHO OIJIsifieNia TPy3HOBa-
tyto ¢urypy I'yisieBa, UrpuBo-Aep3KUM B3IJISZIOM CKOJIb3HYJIa 1Mo jinily EpMakoBa u BAPYT (hbIpK-
HYJIa, 3aCMesLIach.

— INomoruu Obl, TOBapHII OJKOBHUK, BELA Y Hac OOJIBHO Tsikenblie! CepbesHo. . .

EpMakoB cripocui ¢ SIBHBIM HHTEPECOM:

— A BBI UTO ke, HegaaeKo xuBere? 3nennue?

Moroziast 3aysbiOanach, BICTaBUIIA TPY/lb, JIOBKMMH HaJIbllaMU TIOMPABUIa KOCBIHKY HaJl TOH-
KUMHU OpOBsIMH, a Ta, YTO IOCTapIle, B TeJOrpelike, MOTYNUIach, CMyIJIO MoKpacHena. Monoaas
00IiKO cKazaJa:

— M1 psigom TyT. B necy ceno... Oqau mot! Ipocto ogau. TTomoru Obi?..

— Ioiigem? — nonyBOMpPOCUTENILHO CKazasl EpMakoB. — A, TOBapuill MOJIKOBHUK ?

— Jla Tl 9TO? — CBUPETIBIM IIIETIOTOM OCTAHOBHJI ero ['y/isieB ¥ IPOTeCTyIoIlle 3aMaxasl KpYITHON
pykoii. — He B (popme MblI, KpacaBuiibl, Oocukom, Buaute? Haire neno BoeHHOe, 6aOOHbKH, HEKOTAa
HaMm! Unute, ngute cede!

HemHoro cryctsi, Korja eHIIMHbI CKPBUTKCh B KOHIIE Cajia, TIOJKOBHUK, HAMOPIIHB 03a00-
YEeHHO JI0O, 3aTOPOITUIICS, CTaJl HATATUBATh IIEPCTSHbIE HOCKH, TOBOPSI:

— Konueno. [Toexanu. XBarur.

EpmakoB mymmBo ckazai eMy:

— A MoxeT ObITh, noiaem? Hago Obl TOMOYE.

— Ha 11 uto? — I'yssieB, GarpoBesi, 0O:KeCTOYEHHO BOMJI HOTY B Y3KMH Carlor, pe3Ko OJepHYJT Ha
KUBOTE KUTesb. — Hedero Ham tyT. 3asiexanuck. [en no ropio!

Kocmaroe Hexapkoe COHIIe CauIoch B Jieca.
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I'maBa 2

Houb 3acrana ux B gopore, XosnogHasi, 3Be3/1Hasi OKTsAO0pbckast Houb. Lllymom, nBMXkeHMEM,
JIONCKMMU ToJIocaMy OblIa HAaIlOJTHEHa JiecHasi TeMHOTa. JKopka u3pejika BKodas apsl, U B OeI0M
KOpUIOpe TO MeJibKasla OCKaJleHHasl, CKOIIIEHHasl Ha CBET MOp[a JIOLIAIU, TO 3aJISMaHHBINA TPSA3bI0
OOpT rpy30BHKa, TO KyXHS, pa3OphI3ruBaIias Mo JOpore packajeHHble YA, TO IIUT Opyaus U
HAXOXJICHHBIE CIIMHBI €3/I0BbIX, TO HEMpOCHaHHble JHIa coaar. Bece 3To nBUranock, 1o, exao,
KOMOIIIMJIOCh, CKaKaJlo BO ThMe Ty/a, IJie 3a JiecaMu Tek Hemnp.

—T'acu! I'acu apwl, absiBON! — METHYJICS OT TOAMPHITMBAIOLIEH BIIEpeIv MOBO3KU KPUK, MUMO
CKOJIB3HYJIO OeJIoe JIUIIO €3[I0BOT0, U 10 OOPTY «BUJUIMCA» KECTSIHO XJICCTHYJI KHYT.

— Hano 6b1 uepe3 criuny TeOst IPOTSHYTh, — BOPWIMBO MPOOOPMOTA MOJIKOBHUK. — A HY, TaCH.
U nepecranb xeBatb, HY?

XMypo BoOpaB royioBy B I1eu, ['yjisieB cMOTpes CKBO3b BETPOBOE CTEKJIO Ha Jopory; Kopka
JIEHUBO T'PbI3 CyXaph, OIHOW PYKOU Jep:Kall pyJib, U3peaKa MOIIsiIbiBasi BBEPX, I TEKJIO MepLaloliee
XoJIOgHOE HeDO.

— Bor Gponsra! — ckazai oH U cipsiTall cyxapb B KapMmaH. — [JIsiHbTe-Ka, TOBapHIIl TIOJIKOBHUK,
OrsITh (POHAPH pa3BECHIIH.

B Hebe pacnyckaicsi CcyMpavyHBI KeJThIN CBET: YEThIPE OCBETUTENIbHBIE OOMOBI, POHSISI UCKPHI,
BBICOKO BHCEINI Haj jiecoM cpenu 3Be3l. OHM MeJIeHHO JIeTeNl, KOCO M THXO OIMycKasich. BBepxy
BBICTYIUJIM U3 TEMHOTBI, YETKO IMPOPE3ATUCh OTOJIEHHbIE BEPIIMHBI IepeBbeB. Jlec cpa3y oxui, uep-
HblE TEHU KYCTOB MOMOJI3/IH, 3a/IBUTATUCh HAa JOPOre, MelIasCh ¢ TeHSIMHU JIIOAEH, MalllH, TIOBO30K;
BIIEpE/Id OKECTOUEHHO B3PEBEJIM TAHKH, KTO-TO 3bIYHO MO KOMaHAY U3 TTyOUHBI KOJIOHHBIL:

— Cro-oi!

7Kopka BompocuTebHO MOAHSLT OIHY OpOBb; MOJIKOBHUK MPOTrOBOPHIT B BOPOTHHUK:

— O0Obe3kaii.

«Busuc» 000TrHYT KOJIOHHY MAIlIMH, TECHO CTPYIUBIIMECS TIOBO3KHU, OPYAMS, TIOHECCS BIPU-
TUPKY K Jiecy, BETBU 3axJiecTasd, 3a0WiIv o 0opTam, yrpyro rnoadpachBajio Ha KopHeBuiax. depe-
BbsI PACCTYIUJINCH, CTAJIO MO-AHEBHOMY CBeT/I0. Haj rosoBoi, pasropasch, Iibuii «goHapu». Bre-
peau ¢ TPOMOM PBaHYJIOCh ABOMHOE IJIaMsl, U B JIeCy aXHYJIO, 3arpeMesio, Kak B MYCThIX KOPUAOpax.

— Kyna? Kyna nox 6omOb1 nipeniib? He BuaumIib? — 3akprdai KTO-TO OTYasTHHBIM TOJIOCOM, U
yenoBeveckas (urypa MeTHyJach nepen paauatopom. — Ky-yaa?..

— Cron! — ckomangoBain ['yssieB, BHIHOCSI BOH M3 MAIIIMHBI HOTY.

«Bumc» ¢ xomy 3aTopmosuit, 1 EpMakoB ynapuiicst Obl O CIMHKY MEPETHEro CUJICHbS, €CITH Obl
He crpykUHWI pyKamu. [ToNKOBHUK BbUIE3, MOIIIEN BIEpPel K CyMEPEUHO OCBEIIEHHON «(oHApsIMU»
KOJIOHHE TAHKOB; MOTOPBI pabOTaJv, CTPEJIsisl Pe3KMMH BBIXJIONAMH, TAHKU TIPOABUTATIUCH TOTYKAMMU
K MaTOBO oTOecKuBamomei Boie. Tam, B mpoxoje, 00pa30BaHHOM CheXaBIIMMHU K 0OOYMHE TIOBO3-
KaMU ¥ KyXHSIMU, OHU C TYJIOM BIIOJI3aJIM Ha KAYalOIIUNACS TOHTOHHBINA MOCT.

— Muerip? — cripocust EpmakoB, HaKkJIOHSISICH K yXy JKopku.

— He-e, pykas... [Inenp nanbine, — orBet JKopka. — [odysiim, Opoasiru, Bce BpeMs TyT JI0J1-
04r... Bo kunyn, 6ponsra! Cislure — nopocsrta 3aBu3kamm?

3arnyias Iyl TAHKOBBIX MOTOPOB, KPUKH Y TIEpernpaBbl, pkaHbe JIOMIaAe, HOBbIe MPOH3U-
TeJIbHbIE, PBYIIME BO3/IYX 3ByKH BO3HHUKJIM B HeOe. HeOo oOpyImiock; ocnerisist, OpbI3HYIIN M-
II[1ie KOMETbI, TIOJILIXHYJIM OTHEM B IJ1a3a; «BWJLIUC» C CUJION TOJNKHYJIO Ha3a]. EpMakoB, UCIIBITHI-
Basi XOJIOZHO-IIIEKOUYIIee YYBCTBO OMACHOCTH, TPUTYIUBILIEECS] B TOCIUTAJIE, CMOTPEJ Ha pa3pbIBbI,
3aTeM yBUEJ B XaoCe PBYILMXCS BCIIBIIIEK HA MUT MOBEPHYTOE K HeMY JUIIO 7KOPKH, CKBO3b I'POXOT
MPOPBAJICS €0 roJoc:

— Jloxu-uch, ToBapuin kanutan! [MTukupyer!

11
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N EpmakoB, Bo30y:X/I€HHBIH, CO CKaBITMMCS CEpPIIIEM, — OTBBIK, OTBBIK ! — JieJ1asi pa3MepeHHbIe
IBWXKEHUS, BbUIE3 M3 MAIIMHbBI U, YyBCTBYS IIYIIOCTh TOTO, YTO JIeJIaeT, 3aCTaBMI cedsl He Jieub, a
CTOSITh, HAOJTIO/Ias 32 JOPOTOM.

B Ty ke MUHYTY METAJUTMYECKUI HAPACTAIOIIUI peB MOTOpa Havasl JaBuTh Ha yiu. C 6erecoro
HeOa CTpeMUTENbHO Majiajia Ha TiepenpaBy TsiKesasi TeHb, OCKaIMBAasICh MyJIEMETHBIMU BCITBIIIIKAMH.
W oH mocnentHo sier Bo3jie MaiHbl. KpacHble KOpOTKKe MOJTHUH, TOJbIMasi BETEP, OTBECHO HECIIHCh
BOJIb KOJIOHHBI. YTasia, 3a0iiach B OrmoOnsx, 3apkaia Jiomaab. «O-0X, 0-0X», — MOCIBIIAIOCH
U3 Jleca; YTO-TO 3allljIenajo MO0 MOKPOMY MECKy BOKpPYT rosioBl EpmakoBa, ¥ OH HEMpPOU3BOJIBHO
HalIynail u OTOPOCHII TOPSIYYI0 KPYITHOKIMOEPHYIO THIB3Y.

B myOune nieca yyamieHHO M 3aro3/1ajio 3aCTydYasld CKOPOCTPEJIbHbIE 3EHUTHBIE OpYIHS.
Tpaccel Bellenylo pacchnajiuch B HeOe, BCeé MUMO, MUMO TSKEIOTO HMU3KOTO CHIIy9Ta CaMmoJieTa.
['yn ero ymansuicsi. 3eHUTKUA CMOJIKJIM. Yracamomue «(hOHapu» OIyCTUIMCh K camoil Boae. M Obuio
CJIBIIITHO, KaK Ha JIPyroil CTOpOHE pyKaBa CIMTHO POKOTAJIM TaHKW: OHU TMEPENpaBUINCh BO BpeMs
6omOesxKu. EpMakoB MOJHSIICS ¢ 3eMJIM, PA303JICHHBIH, TOJABICHHBIN TEM, UTO YyBCTBO CTpaxa OKa-
3aJ10Ch CUJIBHEE €r0, OTPSIXHYJI ChIPOW HAJMITIIMIA Ha KOJIEHH MEeCOK, nopymal: «Pasnexuincs. Koner.
[IpexHsasA KU3Hb HAUMHAETCS».

— U3 canporsl! I'ne canpora? Canurapsl! — JoHeccss KpUK U3 KOJIOHHBI, M OHA 3allIeBEJINIACh,
3aJIBUTAJIMCh (PUTYpBI MEX TIOBO30K M MaIlIvH.

— Kopka! — paznancs rosnoc I'ynsiea. — Bee niesnsi?

— e, nestsl. [loexanu, — orBetrsn EpmakoB npeyBeTMYeHHO CIIOKOWHO.

«Bumc» cHoBa noneccst 1o gopore K [JHenpy.

EpmakoB cMoTpet Ha MeJbKaIoIIHe CTBOJIbI Oepe3, Ha TEMHYI0 HECKOHUAEMYI0 KOJIOHHY; ChIPOI
BeTep 00JIMBAJ XOJIOAOM MOTHYIO OT BO3OYKIEHHS I1IE10, ellle He MTPOXOIIIIO pa3/ipakeHne Ha CaMoro
ce0s1 TIoCJIe TOJIBKO YTO TIEPEKUTOrO CTpaxa; OH He JTOOWT ceOst TaKoro.

Tak e, Kak OOJBIIIMHCTBO Ha BoiHe, EpMakoB 0osIICsS CITydailHOM CMepTU: CMEPTh B HECKOJTb-
KHX KMJIOMeTpax 10 (bpoHTa BCeraa Kazaaach eMy TaKOW ke YHU3UTEIbHO YoM, Kak ruoesb Yeso-
BEKa Ha Mepe0BOM, BBUIE3IIETO C paCCTErHYTHIM PEMHEM M3 OKOIIa M0 CBOEH HyKJIe.

— Havanocs Hame, — ckazan JKopka 1 OCTOPOKHO 3aXpyCTell CyXapeM, BKJITIOUN HA MTHOBEHHE
(appl. BcbIxHYB, OHM CKOJIB3HYJIN 1O OOPTY «CTyleOeKKepa», OCBETHIIM MaclieHO 3a0J1eCTeBIIy0
MIEXOTHYIO KYXHIO B KyCTaxX, TOJIIY COJAAT C KOTEJIKAMH; IOTOM Ha MEePeKPecTKe JOPOT BBIXBATHIIH
Ha CTBOJIE COCHBI JIEPEBSHHYIO TAOIMUKY-yKa3aTeb «X03aicTBo ['yiisseBa». DTa cTpesa mokasbsiBaja
BJIEBO, Jpyras npsiMo — «/IHenp». MaivHel, TOBO3KH U JIIOIU TEKJIH Tyla Yepe3 JieC, T1e HEesICHBIN
3eJIeHbII CBET MUTAJI U Iac HaJl BEPIIMHAMU [ICPEBbEB.

[TosnkoBhuk I'ynsieB ckazan:

— JlaBaii B XO3ICTBO.

— JKopka, ocraHoBUCBH! — rpoMKO mprKa3an Epmakos.

— Yro0 Takoe?

«Bumc» ocTaHOBUIICS; BCTPEUHBIN BeTep ynajl, ObLT CIbIIEeH OYKCYIOIMI BOW «CTyneOeK-
Kepa», CIMTHBIN CKPUI KoJiec, (ppIpKaHbe JIolaaen, ronoca. EpMakoB Moya CrpbirHy/I Ha I0pOry,
MOTSIHYJT U3 MAIIMHBI TUIAHIIETKY.

— B Garapeto? — ycraso cnpocuin ['ynsieB. — Ctano ObITh, B 6atapeto? Tak Bot uto. Tam TebGe
nenatb Heuero. H-na! KonaparbeB Tam. Aptusuiepun B nuBu3un MHoro. Haiinem mecro. He Topo-
nuch. Bbita Obl 1miest, a XOMyT. ..

— Mosxert, B abIOTaHTBl BO3bMETE, MOJIKOBHUK ? — yeMexHyiicst Epmakos. — Vi B komMeHAaHT-
CKuil B3BOA?

— A! Hekorna mHe ¢ ToO0# anTUMOHMH pa3BoauTh! Hekorna! — ['yisieB BApyT 3acomest, co 3/1bIM
pazapaxenuem ToskHYJ Kopky joktem. — [Toexanu! Couis? T'onu, ronu! Yro cMotpuiiib?

EpmakoBa 00712710 TETUIBIM 3araxoM OeH3MHA, MaxHYJIO IO JIMIYY BO3AYXOM, TEMHBIA CHUITyST
«BUJIJTMCA» 3aMphIraj B ITyOHHE JIECHON JOPOTH, UcUe3.
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I'nmaBa 3

Cepun pakeT BCIUIBIBAJIM Ha ITPaBOU CTOpOHE [IHerpa; yepHas BoJa KackaJoM 3aropajiach Iof
0OpbIBOM AajbHero Oepera. CBeT pakeT omnajaj KJIOYbsIMU MEPTBOrO OTHS, U TOTJa OTYETIMBO CTYy-
YaJM KpyMHOKaInOepHble myJaeMeTsl. Tpaccupylolye my/iM BeepoM JIeTeIu Yepe3 Bce MPOCTPAHCTBO
PEKM, BOH3AJIMCh B MOKPBIN IECOK OCTPOBA, TIOKAJIX B CTBOJIBI COCEH, BCIIBIXMBAsl CHHUMU OTOHb-
Kamu. D10 ObUIM pa3pbiBHBIE Myar. Cpe3aHHbIe BETBH CHITAIKCh HA TOJIOBBI COJNIAT, HAa TIOBO3KH, Ha
KOTJIbI KyXOHb.

Ilo HeckombKy pa3 moxapsa Ha NMpaBoy CTOPOHE CKPUITYYe «UI'PaJIN» IIECTUCTBOJIBHBIE MUHO-
METBI, HU3KOe HeOO pacIBeYMBaJIOCh OTHEHHBIMU XBOCTaMU MUH. OHU PBAJINCH C TSDKKUM 3BOHOM,
3achlnasi MeJIKHe, 3bI0KKe MecyaHble OKOIMIUKH. HeMItsl Orm 1o Bcemy OCTpOBY — Ha 3BYK T'OJIOCOB,
Ha CJIy4YaiiHyI0 BCIIBIIIKY 32KUTAJIKH, HA IIIyM I'Py30BUKOB, — OCTPOB KHILIEJ JIIOABMH.

Houslo craso xonomHo, BeTpeHo, chpo. COCHBI I0-OCEHHEMY TATYyYe Ty, OT BOAbI BMECTE
C BETPOM IPUHOCUJIO TOIIHOTBOPHBIH 3aMax pas3jaralolyxcs TPyHnoB — UX MPUOUBAJIO TEUEHUEM.

Ho Tam, Bo3se Boapbl, ObUIM U XKUBBIE JIIOIU — NOCTYKMBAJ TOIOP, JOHOCHUJIUCH I0JI0Ca, KTO-TO
pyrajics rpy0o, CUILIBII TEHOpP, He CAEPXKUBas AyIy, KOCTEPHJI KOro-To:

— Tsl yero nurapku xyeib, a? Tbl CKOJIBKO pa3 codpalicsi yMupath, pactsana! A Hy Opocaii!..

U 6b10 BUITHO, Kak MpH B3JIETE PaKeT TeMHbIE CHIIYITHI CallepoB MaJajid B BOIY, Ha MECOK;
npeKparaics CTyk Tonopa. V3peska ToT ke CUIUIBbIA TeHOp, TOMUHAs O0ra ¥ MaTh, 3BaJl CAHUTAPA,
Y KOT0-TO YHOCWJIM Ha IUTall-MaJlaTKe, CIOTHIKAsCh B BOPOHKAX.

A MeTpax B cTa MATHAECATH OT Oepera, B BOPOHKE OT OOMOBI, IPUKPHITHIA Ope3eHTOM, TJIe
KOCTEPOK U3 CHapsAAHBIX ALIMKOB. BbIIO 3/1€Ch ABIMHO, MaXJI0 MAPOM CBIPBIX HIMHESEH.

[TpoTsiHyB pa3oMJIEBIIKE HOTHY K KMJKOMY OTOHBKY, BOKPYT CUAEIO U JIEKaJI0 HECKOJIBKO COJI-
Jar-apTusuiepuctoB. OHM MOJTYAIH, APEMOTHO MONISAIBIBAIA HAa HaBOLUMKa EmoTHA, KOTOPBIN, CTIO-
KOWHO BBITSIHYBIIIMCh HA CHAPSAHBIX SIIIUKAX, TAXOHBKO KOMAJICS NIEPOYMHHBIM HOKOM B pa3oOpaH-
HBIX PYYHBIX Yacax.

Cepxant KpaBuyk, KpeNnKOJIULIbIM TAPEHB JIET IBAALATH IIATH, TOMSUI HaJl OTHEM BBICOXILIYIO
MOPTSAHKY M CO CTPOTMM BUJOM, A€p’ka HOT'y Ha Becy, Hayajl oOMateiBaTh ee. [Totom 3amep, IisHy
Hazaj.

— Kro 310 Tam Ha ronoBy cen?.. — cypoBo nouHTepecoBasics oH. — [1a3a rae?

— Jly3aHuukoB Bpone, — ckazas TesneoHUCT I'paueB, pasneriss Iia3a, U COHHO NOLYN B
TpyOKy. — Yero tam y Bac? Tanku ryasr?..

KpaBuyk 1mieBesipHyI 11e4amMu, MeyleHHO noBepHyscs. [TogHocuuk cHapsinoB Jly3aHUMKOB,
CKABIINCh XYJIEHbKOMN (PUTYPKOM, IPUBAJISACH K €ro CIMHE, Cllajl, OXBATUB KOJIEHU, TOHKUE JI0 KaJlo-
CTH PYKH TOJParuBajyd B 03HOOE; MO AETCKOMY, 3a0CTPUBILEMYCSI JIMILYy HECITIOKOWHO OpOIVIIN TEHH
— 0TOIECKM MYTHOTO cHa. KpaBuyk yrpioMo ckasai:

— Bena ¢ manbuamu. [Ipocto aerckue sciu.

— A? — cipocuit BO cHe JIy3aHUMKOB eJie CJIBIIIHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

KpaBuyk, nogyman, HeyBepeHHO NPUIOJHSIICS, MOTSAHYJ U3-T0] ce0s IUIall-NAJaTKy U ¢ HeJo-
BOJIbHBIM BUJIOM HaKMHYJI ee Ha ruieur JlyzaHurkoBa. ToT, He OTKpbIBas IJ1a3, Jpoxka BEKaMH, 3aKy-
TaJcs B Hee, OECIIOMOIITHO TOJ0OPaT HOTH KaJIauMKOM.

— H-na-a, aytok He 3ax1eOHyJICcs, — ckazan KpaBuyk, HamaTbIBasi MOPTSHKY.

— [InaBats He ymeer. Hamyuaenbcesi ¢ HUM.

3aMKOBBIM JlepeBSHKO, BECh YEPHBIM, KaK KyK, €XUIHO KPAKHYJ, CAEjaj] BCIIOMUHAIOIIEE
JIMLO, U TOTYAC COJIIAThl TIOBEPHY/IU K HEMY T'OJIOBBI.

— Ha Bosre 10 BoiiHBI KaTep Xxoaua ocBonoBcKuil. M1 B pynop 6e3 koHua opau: «I'paxgane
KyTaloIuecs, Mo MpUYMHEe OOLIEro YTOHYTHS MPoch0a He 3arljiblBaTh Ha cepeuHy peku!» TyTouku
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teOe, KpaBuyk, B pynop He 3a0pyT. MOKHO OBITh ByMHBIM, KaK BYTKa, a IJIaBaTh, Kak ByTior! Tel
caMm 3a OpeBHO JIByMsI pyKaMu Jiepaiics!

— XBaruT MOJIOTUTB! — 06opBast ero KpaBuyk. — Cmexu Bce!

JlepeBSIHKO B3JJOXHYJI, COKAJIEIOUIE 3aIVIIHYJ B KOTEJIOK.

— Kakoii cmex! BTopoii pa3 Ha roiofHbIi keTyIoK OyaeM nepenpaBisithes, He 1o cMmexy! e
crapmmHa? $1 © ero mycTbIM KOTEJIKOM Pa30uKOB MSATh M0 3arPUBKY ChE3IMI. AK 3BOH MOIIEN ObL.
Kak Ha nepenoByio — ero Her!

— JlagHo, pazbepemcsi, — orBeTr1 KpaBuyk, BcTaBasi.

B 310 Bpems EnmoTvH nogHs 11a3a, MpUCIIyIIAJCs U CKa3a:

— Jlersr.

['me-To BBepxy, Haj Ope3eHTOM, BO3HUK JABAIIUN MIOPOX — IMy-IIy-IIITY-y, — Tlepepactas B
TSDKEJIBIA peB, U OJIM3KKE Pa3pbIBbI COTPSICIN 3€MITIO, TIOOKUHYJIO KOCTep, SIIUKHU, Ope3eHT B3MET-
HYJICSI HaJl KpaeM BOPOHKH — M CIOJa, K KOCTPY, TOpsTY0 JOXHYJIa, BOPBaIach HOUb. KpaBuyk OIMBITHO
npurHysics. EMoTuH ObICTpO JIaJOHBI0 HAKPBLT Yackl, CJIOBHO MTHUITY MOMMaJ ¢ MOJIHHUEHOCHOM JIOB-
KOCTBIO. JIepeBSHKO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO KPYTWJ B pyKax IMycTod KoTeJoK. OTKMHYB IUIalll-IaJIaTKy,
Jly3aHUMKOB MCIyTaHHO BCKOYMJI, TIOBO/sI KPYIJIBIMH, HETOHHUMAIOIIMMHU TJ1a3aMH.

— Bom06sT? — pactepssHHO cripocu oH. — J1a?

— ManpHOOOHAs qypa IrynaeT, — oTBeTi1 KpaBuyk, ppanyB Ope3eHT Ha BOPOHKY. — o kBaj-
param Ober.

B HacTynuBIIeH THIIMHE C TOHKUM CBUCTOM HaJl Ope3eHTOM 3aIlo3/1aJ10 MpoJjieTesl 00eCcCIeH-
HBI OCKOJIOK, TSDKKO M MOKPO IIIJICTTHYJICS B TIECOK.

TyT, mrypima OOTHHKaMHM IO TIECKY, B BOPOHKY CKATHJICSI OTPOMHBIN COJIIAT, B KOPOTKOW He
TI0 POCTY LIMHEJH, er0 IUPOKOE JIUIO 1 He3a K KeHHAasi CAMOKPYTKa B 3y0ax 03apHIIMCh OTOIECKaMU
koctpa. OH notep o3s1011Me pyku, Beceno, 0eJoBo rsHyI Ha EmorrHa, Ha HaxmypenHoro KpaBuyka,
MpYces Ha KOPTOUKU K OTHIO.

— I'peemcs, Opariisl cnaBsiHe? [laii-Ka 3a ma3yxy Tpomiku yronbkoB. Teds, KpaBuyk, k komoOary.
W ot Ilypouku npuser!

Ha miekax KpaBuyka 3aiiBes CMyIJiblii pyMsiHEIl.

— Tel yero pasBecenmuiics? — ¢ JIEHMBOM CypOBOCTBIO cripocuil oH. — [louemy ¢ mocra ymen,
BoOKoB, 4uTO, B IepeBHe Ha Tieuke?

— Ecnu 6 Ha neuke ¢ 0ademkoi, KTo Obl oTKa3zaica?

BoOKOB BBIXBATHJI YTOJIEK U3 OTHsI, IEPEKATHIBAsI €r0 HA JIAIOHH, TPUKYPUTI, COCPEIOTOUEHHO
MOYMOKAJI rybamu.

— Crapiuii JIeiTeHaHT TOBOPUT: U1, MOJI, TIOTPECsl, s BCE paBHO, MOJI, iexkyplo. Ha cHapsigax
¢ [lllypoukoii cuaar. MedraioT Bpoze.

KpaBuyk cepnuto OTKUHYJ Ope3eHT U BhIKapaOKaJICS MO CKaTy BOPOHKH HapyXKy, B XOJIOJHYIO
ThMY.

Berep mymern, Tonrasics B KpoHax coceH. [yno cryneHo ¢ JInenpa. Tam no-npexHeMy, pacna-
pbiBast MOTEMKHU, B3MBIBAJIM PAKEThI, OCBEIasl YePHYIO BOIY U YepHOe HeOO.

[ToexuBasch oT xonmoga (y Kocrpa pazMopwio), KpaBuyk momisiies Ha KpacHble CTau IyJib,
KOTOpbIE, OOTOHSIS IPYT JIPYra, HECIUCh K OCTPOBY, OCYXKJAIOIIE MOCIYIIa IyAeHHe MAIliH, CKPUII
MOBO30K I10 TIECKY, rOJIOCa B TEMHOTE U 3alllaraji, HaThIKasiCh HA KOPHEBHUIIIA.

— Crapumii JelTeHaHT! — BIOJIT0I0ca O3Bajl OH, HUYETro He BU/IS B IJIOTHBIX IOTEMKAX OCEH-
HEl HOYM.

Bniepeu KTo-TO MPOCTYKEHHO MOKAIUISUT, ¥ OTO3BAJICS MATKO KapTaBsIIUK rojoc:

— Bp1, KpaBuyk?

-4

— [onoiiaute, nmoxaiyiicta, ciona. f nocnan CkJisipa uckath crapiumHy. Mcues Kyaa-To crap-
murHKa. KyxXHH O CMX TIOp HeET.
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— Tyt Beapb cTpesnsoT, — HACMENUIMBO MTPOM3HEC KEHCKUIA T0JI0C.

KpaBuyk ornsnesncs: Ha CHapsOHbIX SIIMKaX, MOAHAB BOPOTHUK IIMHENIH, CYTYJIUJICS CTap-
i JiefiteHaHT KoHzpareeB, COOKY, IMOUTH CIMBAasiCh C HAM, CHUJea OaTapeiHblii CAHUHCTPYKTOP
lypouka. Koraa sxe mogomen KpaBuyk, oHa He OTOIBUHYJIACh OT KOMOaTa; OH caM HEMHOT'O OTCTpa-
HWICS, IPOCTYKEHHO CIIPOCUJI CKBO3b KallleJIb:

— Kak nena, cepxant?

— YT0 *Ke BBl K KOCTEPKY-TO He HJeTe, TOBAPUIIl CTapIiuii eiiteHanT? — KpaBuyk HeonoOpu-
TEJILHO TJISTHYJT Ha OcBellleHHoe pakeToit yuro [lypouku, nodapui: — Kamisere... A MIMHEIb MOK-
past HeOOCh. ..

— Bcee obcymmnucs? — oro3Basics Konaparbes. — Kak Jly3aHunkoB?

— O3516. ONOMHUTBHCSI HE MOXKET.

— Yro ot CyxorumoeBa?

— TaHKH, TOBOPAT, TaM XOJAT.

— OTO MBI U OTCIOfIA CJIBIIIUM, — MO-TIPeXKHEMY HacMellInBo cka3aia [lypouka, TouHO McTA
CEepKaHTY 3a €ro OCY:KAAIOLINIA B3I,

— [Ha, 310 4 orcroza ciely, — noBTopui KoHagpareeB 3agyMunBo. — I'yadr.

W B 310 Bpems ¢ mpaBoro Oepera yaapwid TaHkd. CriapeHHble pa3pbIBbl HA KPOMKE OCTPOBA
OCBETWJIN CKJIOHEHHBIE (pUryphl carepoB. V1 cHOBa: BBICTpeI — pa3phbiB.

— Bor onu. .. IIpsimoit HaBoako#, — ckazan KpaBuyk. — B o6opone BpbITHL. U 3atienuiicsi oH Kak
3Bepb. UTO X, ONATH KynaTbcsi OyeM, TOBAPHUIIL CTAPIINH JIEUTEHAHT?

OH cnipocuit 310 6e3 TeHH yAbIOKK — KpaBuyk He yMesn IyTUTh — U JAOJITO TJIsiies Ha MPaBblid
Oeper, oxuaas, uyto ckaxer Kormgparses. Tor Momuan, Momdana u lllypouka, v, MOHUMAst 9TO MOJ-
YyaHue no-cBoeMy, KpaBuyk momymait, 4yTo 0 ero mpuxona ObLT Meka1y HUMHU WHOUM pasroBop. OH
OCyXJaJ1 KOMaHa1pa 6araper, Ho C 0COOSCHHOU HEeTPUSI3HBIO CYAUJI OH BbI3bIBatoNIyio 3Ty Lllypouky,
KOTOpast OTKpPHITO JibHYJIa K KoHgpatbeBy. OH OCy:k/aj1 ee peBHUBO U XMYpPO, IOTOMY YTO XOPOLIO
3HAJI O MPEKHUX OTHOIIEHUSX ee U KanutaHa EpmakoBa. Cepxant HepomooOnmBan KonaparseBa 3a
ero CTpaHHYIO MaHepy OTAaBaTh MPUKA3aHUS: IIPOIITY Bac», «He 3a0y/lbTe», «Cnacudo» — U Mopou
C 4yBCTBOM HEY/IOBOJILCTBUS U YAMBJIEHUS BCIIOMMHA Te BpEMEHa, Korja Kanutad EpmakoB nepen
Bcell Oarapeelt Ha3bIBaJl CTApINEro JeTeHAaHTa YMHUIICH.

INocne Toro kak kanutaH EpMakoB OTOBUT B TOCIIUTANIbL U MECTO €0 3aHsLT KOMaHAUP MIEPBOTo
B3Bona Konnparses, canuncrpykrop Illypouka crana BaacTHO, Ha BUIy Bcelt Oatapen, Oparh €ro B
PYKH, KOMaH/10BaTh UM, 1 KpaBuyka ockopOsisiio 310 6adbe BMenaTeabeTBO. Jlo 3TOro OH MbITANCS ee
3alMILIATh: TOHKAsl, C BBICOKOU T'PY/blO, B JIAHOM, BCEI/Ia YNCTOM TMMHACTEPKE, B XPOMOBBIX CAIlOX-
Kax, OHA BbI3bIBAJIa B HEM TPYJHYIO TOCKY IO KEHCKOM JIacKe, HO Korja Tenepb epeBsSHKO eaKo
TOBOPWJI, YTO OHA M3 TeX, KTO BEUYEPOM JISKET Ha OJHOM KOHIIe OJIMHIaXa, a yTPOM IPOCHETCS Ha
apyrom, KpaBuyk He ocraHaBiIMBaj €ro, Kak Mpexe.

— Tak Kak e, TOBapulll CTapIIni JedTeHaHT? — nepecripocuy KpaBuyk, B TEMHOTE 4yBCTBYS
Ha cebe B3 Llypouku. — CHOBa KynaTbes Oynem?

[Tomomnmuas, KoHgpaTseB OTBETHII TUXO:

— Bpsn 1 Bce niepenpaBUMcs HBIHYE HOUBIO. TOJIBKO UTO s pa3roBapyBall C CallepPHbIM Kamu-
TaHOM. Pyraercst Ha yeMm CBET CTOMT — BOCEMb YEJIOBEK Yy HEro 3a J1Ba yaca BelkocuIo. [oiinemre.
[TocmoTpuMm, Kak Tam. ..

On Bcran, u KpaBuyk yBUAen B MEpLAHUM PaKET €ro CyTYJIOBaTylo (pUrypy B MELIKOBATON
IIMHEN C HEJIENO TOPYAIllUM BOPOTHUKOM.

«Kwmii cnabak, McKynascs B JJHenpe — mpocTyay cXBaTUiI», — HEOIOOPUTEIBHO MOAYMall HUKO-
raa B )ku3Hu He 6oseBimii Kpasuyk. [llypouka Toxe MogHsIach, THOKO, OECIITyMHO, TOJTBKO CAITOKKU
ckpurnHynu. Ckasaja BJIacTHO:

— Crapmui neitreHanT Konnparses!

— Yro, lllypouka?
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— C Bammm OpOHXMTOM He COBETYIO JIa3UTh B BoAYy. BaM y kocTpa norperbest Hafo. [lopTsaHku
npocynTs. [lnHens. BIUTh BOIKYM C aCIMPUHOM.

— Yro ke nenatp, [llypouka? — BuHoBato orBetvin KonaparbeB. — CtapiivHsl HeT. Bojku Her.

«YTO TBI, yMHas Takasi, paHbliie 000 BceM 3TOM Mosrdasa?» — coodpas3ui KpaBuyk u o 3710CTbIO
cKaza:

— Ha BoiiHe HeT OpoHXUTA.

KonpgpatbeB cMyI1IeHHO IIPOTOBOPUIL:

— Ha, na, koneuno. Unemre, KpaBuyk.

— UYro xe, movigeM! — TBepao ckazana Illypouka, 6ynro Konnparse odparancs k Heit. M moka
[TV BIIOTBMAX ME3K COCEH, MOKa IIarajiy Mo OCTpoBY K Oepery, KpaBuyk HEOTCTYITHO CITBIIIIAT ITO3a,H
TOHKUI, pelTeNbHbIN cKpuM necka nof LlypoukunbsiMu canioramu, fyMai: «Kas caraHa-0a0eHKa,
HUYEro He Ooutcs, 3akpyTuT KoHaparseBy roioy. M KTO 9TO BbIIyMaJt KEHIIMH Ha BOWHE JIepKaTh!
OpnHa Gena, Hepa3depuxa, TOCKa OT HUX».

Onu 3aepxanuch Ha Oepery, B ChIpod ThMe, POHKU3bIBaeMble BeTpoM. C sIBHBIM HEIOBEpUEM
MPUCITYIIAIUCh K KOPOTKOMY 3aTHILBIO0 HA TOM CTOPOHE — CTPAHHO MOJTYAJIU IyJIEMETHl B HEITPOHU-
LJAEMO CT'YCTHBILIEICS HOUM, OTTY/Ia, U3 TEMHOTBI, BESJIO CJIaIKOBATOW THUJIBLION TPYIIOB.

— Bor, — npowenran Kpasuyk. — [Iputuxmm. ..

— VxuH, — orBetrn Konaparbes, caepxkuBas Kaiesb. — HeMIbl TyHKTyaJIbHBI. . .

[oTom noHeccs criemanuii CTyK Toropa, rojoca BOJIM31 BOJbI, OTPbIBUCTBIE KoMaH Ibl: «[1leBe-
mmch»; «[lo-OpicTpomy!» Tam, BHU3Y, MOI3aJIU carepsl BOKPYT CKOJauMBaeMoro rnapoma, u Konapa-
ThEB OKJIMKHYJI:

— Karmmran, kanuras!

—Kro tam? Dii! KTo Tam? — 0T03BasICA M3 IOTEMOK MTPOKYPEHHBIN HAYaIbCTBEHHBIN OAPUTOH. —
Hamaii ciona!

KonpparbeB He ycrien orBetiTh. Han JIHEnpoM ¢ mumneHbeM MOBHUCIIU I'PO3/ibsi pakeT, 3apado-
TaJI IyJIEMETHI, CMEIIAIICH 3eJIeHble U Oesble CBETHl B HeOe, CMELIAIMCh TPACChl, KOHYCOM HECsICh
K [apoMy, 1 Becb Oeper, (pUTrypKH carnepoB 03apUIICh, MPOCTYITHIIN U3 HOUM, KaK Ha 5KEeJITOM JIMCTe
oymaru. ['ynko ciBaumBasi, ynapwin Tankd. CreBa BO3HUK INMPOKWIA ABIMSIIMIACS CUHHMNA CTOJO,
CKOJIB3HYJI 10 Oepery U ynepcst B Kakylo-TO JIOTYOHKY, MOjIe KOTOPO MUTOM PacCHINAIUCh JTIOAH.

— Jloxucs!

OHM ynajim Ha MOKpBII MIECOK, B CBEXKYIO LIEIY Y CAMOTO MapoMa, HaJl FOJIOBOI B3BU3IMBAIIN
TpaccUpyoLye myJiu.

— PazpoiBHble, — nosiciui KpaBuyk u yBujen: K Jiexxasiemy Brepeny KonaparseBy noamnomnszaer
OT Tapoma 4esioBeK B 0puIepcKoil (hypaxkKe.

— Kro Takue? — cnpocu, mpeonoseBasi ObIIIKY, HAYAILCTBEHHBIN OapUTOH.

— Kak nena ¢ napomom? — otBetus1 Konjpatbes.

— A Bol He BunuTe? Eii-6ory! Xomute, nemackupyete. Jliogeir y MeHst kKocuT. Jlaiite comnuar.
Yenosek nsATe-1ects. [Ipunumre mopei... U gyiite orciona.

— CKOJIbKO HYXHO Jiioaen?

— JlecsTh 4elloBeK.

— MHoro npocure, — Msirko Bo3pasui KonapareeB, n KpaBuyk, ycibiiias, mogymai ooser-
4yeHHO: «Bpoae nmpaBuiIbHO. .. ».

— JaBaii, naBail OTCIO[la, apTWJLIEPUCTHI... Buaumib, npoxektopa noseuiauck... asait! He
JeMacKupyii!

OHHM MOI3KOM BHIOpAIMCh U3 palioHa cariepoB U MOJTYa ABUHYJIUCH B ITyOb ocTpoBa. Konapa-
TheB nokanuieai. llypouka nuia psaom ¢ HuM. KpaBuyk cripocui:

— Koro nouuiem?

— Ilonymaem, — HeBHATHO oTBeTHI1 KOHApaTheB.
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Bnepenu mocibimanoch (ppIpKaHbe JIOMIAN, JIETKUA METAJUIMYECKUI 3BYK; TOJ] EPEBbsIMH,
HU3KO Haj 3eMJIe, 3aTJIeJM YTONbKHU, JJOXHYJIO TEIUIBIM 3allaXoM MOArOpeBIIel MIUEHHOW KalllH.

— Kt0 uzer? — paznasics Henoaaneky MoayBecesblid OKPHUK.

— 3r0 BB, CkJs1p? — cripocut KonppareeB. — YTo, Hallum crapimuHy ?

— ToBapuil crapiivii JeHTEHaHT, Bbl TOJIBKO, MOKAJIYNCTa, HE YAUBJsAKWTECh. BBl HE moBepuTte
CBOMM YIIam! — TOPOISICh, OKMBJIEHHO 3arOBOPYII HEBUIMMBINA B TeMHOTe CKJIsip. — BBl He oBepuTe
CBOMIM YIIIaM, KOTO 51 IpuBe3 OT cTapiiiHbl! OH ObUT Y CTapIIHHBI. . .

—Yro0, uro? — He noHsn Kongparse. — O yem Bbl?

— 41 BaM He cKaxy, Bbl CaMU MTOCMOTpUTE! — BOCTOP:KEHHO BOCKJIMKHYN CKJIsIp. — DTO NOYTH
BOEHHAs TalHa. ..

KpaBuyky He OHpaBHJICS TaKOU BOJIbHBI O0OPOT PEYH.

— Yro Ttakoe? — rpo3Ho noBbicuI rojoc Kpauyk. — [Touemy Tak co crapiimm JieiTeHaHTOM ?

— 1 uzBuHsOCH! ToBapuIll CTapIINiA JTIEUTEHAHT. .. TOBAPUIIL] CEPXKAHT, Bbl HE [IOBEPUTE CBOUM
yimam! Bbl camu nocmotpurte, — npousHec CKJIsIp CEKpETHbIM LIENOTOM. — TaMm, B BOpOHKe!..

Onu nogonum K 60MOOBOM BOPOHKE: CHU3Y JOHOCHJICS TOBOp. KOHIpaTheB OTKMHYI Ope3eHT,
Y BCE TPOE COCKOJIb3HY/IM BHU3, K KOCTPY, B [IbIM, B TEIUIO, B 3aMaX MapHBIX IIUHENEH.

Bo3sinie orHs B OKpyKe€HHH CONAAT M MOTHOTO PACTEPSIHHOTO CTapiiMHbl LIpIrnuko cupen Ha
SIMKe KanuTaH EpMakoB, CBEekeBHIOPUTHIN, BECEsIblid, B PACCTETHYTOM Ha IPyIM INWHENH, el U3
KOTEJIKa rOpsIuylo Kally, Ay Ha JIOKKY, IJISAs Ha BOUIEAIIMX TEMHBIMU YJIBIOAIOIMMUCS TJ1a3aMH.
W o6panoBansbiii KpaBuyk MrHOBEHHO ycres 3aMeTuTh, Kak Illypouka npukycuia 6ebpiMu 3yoamu
ry0y, KaK 30/10Tasi IyTOBKa Ha BHICOKOH ee Tpy/ar BCKOJIBIXHYJIACh, Kak y KoHaparbseBa crano Oe33a-
IIUTHBIM JIUTIO.

— Cepexka!.. — BoCKJIMKHYJ EpMakoB, IIBBIPHYJI CO 3BOHOM JIOKKY B KOTEJIOK M, OTTOJIK-
HYB YMUWJICHHO 3aMOPraBIllero CTapilivMHy, BCTal HaBCTpeuy. — 3apaBcTByil, Cepexka! 31paBCcTByH,
[ypa! 3noposo, 6par Kpapuyk!

OH cunbHO 00Hs1 KoHaparteeBa, motom KpaBuyka, mytiBo o6Hsi1 u Llypy, 3B0HKO noreso-
BaJ €e B IIEKYy U 3aCMesICS.

— A Hy-Ka caguch Bee! CrapiimHa, KOTeJIKH 1a ropsuyio kauty! [la noxupaent y mensi! Murom!

— Cnymaioch, TOBapHIIl KarnuraH!

Crapmmaa LpIruyko, MoXuiaoi 4elnoBeK ¢ OCTPHIM XPSIIEBATHIM HOCOM M IyXJIBIM OTKOPM-
JIEHHBIM JIMIIOM HE BbUIE3 — BBIOPXHYJT M3-110/1 OPE3eHTa, CTPYIKa MecKa 3alypliaa, CKaTbiBasiCh K
canioram Llypouku, a KonaparseB ormycTuiicsi Ha yrodi siyKa, IporoBOPUJ B3BOJIHOBAHHO:

— Heoxunanao 1h1. 13 rocniutansa? A s BOT 3a TeOs1 KOMaHIYIO. . .

— Ouensb pan, — ckazan Epmako. — Ciyimaid, mo opore y3HaI, 4To y TeOs 4eThipe Opyaus
Ha TOH CTOpOHE, a 37eCh pedsiTa paccKa3ayu, YTo TOJBKO JBA... 3HAUMT, MMOJOBUHBI Oatapen HeT?
OObsAcHH, TIOKATYHCTA.

KonpparbeB B3AOXHY/I, OJOXWI PYKU HA KOJIEHN U CKOH(DYKEHHO CTaJl TOBOPHUTH, YTO TOJIHKO
JBa OPYIHsl YIAJIOCh MEperpaBUTh Ha MPaBbIi OEper: OHO MPSIMBIM TOMaaHkeM pa30ousIo Ha mapome,
Ha cepesiuHe [IHernpa, MIOTHl 3aTOHYJIN; YETBEPTOE OPYAUE E11Ie HE BEPHYJIOCh U3 ApMENCKUX MacTep-
CKHUX, OHO TaM BTOPOU JIeHb; Buepa youso JielteHaHTa ['puropreBa, paHmio cepxkanta CosHUKa,
HaBoquuKka JlepssOuHa, ocTayibHble JOOPATUCH Clofla BIUIABb, C PAHEHBIMH. DTO OBUIO TMPOILION
HOYBIO. . .

EpMakoB KOBBIPHYJI JIO)KKOU ABIMSIIYIOCS Kallly, OPOCHII JIOKKY B KOTEJIOK.

— 3HauuT, (pakTUyecKu Oatapen HeT?

— Ha, s ceituac ot canepos. IIpocsar moneil. Beckoneunslie motepu y HUX.

— CKOJIBKO X€ OHU MPOCHT JIIOJei ?

KonpparbeB 3akanuisijicsi, OTBEJ JIMIO, CMYIIIEHHO CTPSIXMBasi CJE3bl, BbIIAaBJIEHHbIE OyXaio-
UM, TIPOCTYIHBIM KaIllJIEM.

— IlecTp yenosek.

17



10. B. bonpapeB. «bataiboHbI TpoCAT OrHA»

ITo ocTpoBy MpoHecIMCh CKavYyIIUe Pa3pbiBbI — BIIOJb Oepera, ke, Omxke, — Ope3eHT yIpyro
BOTHYJICSl. Bece cuzieBle B BOPOHKE HaIlps)KeHHO Hayalll €CTh, HUKTO He Isiaen Ha EpmakoBa, Ha
KonpgpatbeBa, Bce 0:KMAANM: IIECTh YEJIOBEK, 3HAUUT, UITH Ceiyac OT ITOro KOCTpa TyAa, MoJ, OrOHb,
B XOJIOJHYIO BOJY, YTOOBI BHITIOJHSATH UYKYI0 pabOTy canepos.

— Ha 4yxoii mee XoTAT B pail Chbe3IUTh, — cKazas [epeBsHKO Oe3pa3InydHO.

Jly3aHUMKOB, 3aKyTaBIIMCh B KPAaBUYKOBCKYIO IUIAII-TTAJIATKY, OJIECTsI I71a3aMu, TIPUBUHYJICS K
KocTpy, EMOTHH ¢ HeqoBepYMBBIM BUAOM MOCKPEO MYCTOM KOTEJIOK, IIEPEBEPHYJI €10, Ha JTHO HEBO3-
MYTUMO MOJIOKMII Yackl. I mpuaep:xan ux pykoi, MOTOMY 4YTO 4achl, NO3BaHMBAsl, 3aIlIscalyd OT
B3pbIBOB. BOOKOB IPECTIOKOIHO BBHITHUPAI COJIOMOH JIOKKY, TOCMaTprBajl Ha XxMyporo KpaBuyka, u3-
3a CIIMHBI €r0 BOMPOCUTESIBHO BHITTISAABIBAJ TEIES(POHUCT.

PaspbiBbl ckakany 1o ocTpoBy. OUH U3 HUX TSKKO BCTPSIXHYJ BO3IYX Hajl OpPE3eHTOM.

Torzma B BOPOHKY, pacIieCcKuBasi Ha J0OPOTHYIO O(UIIEPCKYIO IIMHENb Kallly U3 KOTEJKOB,
IIIyMHO BKaTWJICS Ha SITOUIAX crapimmHa LIprnuko, (aabmmBo nocMenBasich, COOOIINIT:

— SIk cagaHeT KoJI0 KyXHH, YTOOBI ero npsiBoji! KoHeir HaurcTo modser! A TpOKEeKTOpOM IO
Oepery... Aa myJaeMerTsl. .. Yeer, sk caraHa!

OH B030YX/I€HHO pa3ayBaJl XpsIIIEBATBII HOC, CTaBsI KOTEJIKH, M TIOUYEMY-TO UCKATEIBHO YJIbIO-
Hyscs [lypouke. A oHa, HaNPsLDKEHHO Clieisl 3a KojeOaHueM KOCTpa, MPOroBOprIa ¢ HACMEILIMBOM
Jep30CThIO:

— Bce cHapsaap! pByTcs okoso KyxHU. [laBHO m3BecTHO! CTpessIoT y Hac, a CHapsabl pByTCS
y Bac.

Ho B 310 MruoBenue HUKTO He nojepxai ee. CrapiirvHa OCTOPOKHO B3OXHYJI Yepe3 HO3/IpH,
OTOIIIeJ B TeHb, AKKYPATHO COCKPEObIBast IIENOYKOM Kallly Ha IIMHEJH.

— Iectp yenosek? — nepecripocust EpmakoB u nocmorpen Ha KonaparseBa MoYTH HEXHO. —
Hu onHoro yenoseka. Kyna, k uepty, Bbl rogHsl ceituac? HaBopauuBail kay.

— 41 obGeman camepam, — Bo3pa3ui KoHIpaTheB, OT BOJIHEHHUS KapTaBsl CHUJIbHEe OOBIYHOTO,
Y HaKJIOHWICS K OTHIO, CTUCHYB Ha KOJIEHSIX XyIble pyKu. — Bujesn, 4yTo npoucxoauT Ha octpoe?
Carnepsl IPOCTO HE YCIIEBAIOT. . .

EpMakoB HOCKOM carora TOJIKHYJI IOIEYKY B KOCTEpP, OTYEro 3a3BEHesIa HauuIleHHas! IIopa,
I'POMKO MO3BaJI:

— Crapumna! — U xorga LIpIrnuko co ciakuM OXuAaHHEM OOOpPOTHII K HEMY CHITOE JIUIIO
CBOE, CIIOKOMHO cripocri: — CKOJIBKO pa3 3a MOe OTCYTCTBHUE OMa3bIBaIM B OaTapeio ¢ KyxHen?

— ToBapuin kanuran!.. Ak ke MOxHO?

— INonarato, He MeHbIIe mecTH pa3. Takum oO6pa3zoM: OTOEpUTe MATh YEJIOBEK €3[0BbIX, BBl —
mrectoil. U B pacniopsixkenue carnepos. [ToBapa KapastHa octaBbTe 32 ceosl.

Bee.

B ObICTpBIX, WIIYIIUX OMOPY MajbIaX CTAPUIMHBI CJIOMAaJach MIENOYKa, KOTOPOM OH YKMCTUI
IIMHENb, BHIOPUTHIC IEKH 3aPOKAIIH.

— ToBapuill KaluTaH. . .

EpMakoB BHUMATEIHHO OIJISIZIEN €T0 C HOT JI0 TOJIOBBI, CIIPOCKII TOHOM HEKOTOPOTO OeCrOKOM-
CTBa:

— MHoro i1 y Bac ellie TOAHbIX ImuHesel B 00o3e, Lpiruuko?

— Hery, ToBapui kanuraH. .. Ik e MoxHO?..

— Ha camoron menstere? Mim Ha casio? YV Bac ObUIO IBEHAIIIATh IIIMHENEH B 3amace. — EpmakoB
OecriepeMOHHO TTOBEPHYJI MTHOBEHHO BCIIOTEBIIIETO CTAPIIMHY Ha CBET, OMSATh OCMOTpe ero. — Urto
XK, IpekpacHas oduiepckas muHenb. OmmyHo cimTta. CHUMUTE, OHA BaM Masia. Bbl pacroncrenu,
LIprnuko. ¥V Bac HepoHTOBOM Bua. — U 0Oephysics k KonapareeBy: — CHUMHTE-Ka CBOIO IIIMHEITb.
N nomensitrecs. Kak Bbl panbiiie He goraganuck, Lprunuko? Jliogu XoasT B MOKPBIX ITUHENSIX, & BbI
Y YXOM HE LIEBEJIbHETE.
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[pirnyko 3aaBUrasics, He cpa3zy Haxojsl MyrOBHUIIbl, HA4yal TOPOIUIMBO PACcCTErUBaTh HIUHEJb,
a KoHgparbeB, ¢ KpaCHBIMU MATHAMU Ha IIEKaX, HEBHATHO MPOTOBOPUIT:

— He crowur... He Hano 3t0... 3auem?

[Manbuel LpIrMuko 3aMeTuIn CKOJIbKEHUE TIo MyroBuliaM. 3aMeTuB 310, EpMakoB uyTouky
TIO/IH ST TOJIOC:

— CHATD MIMHEIB !

CrapimHa, CyeTIMBO eKach, Kak TOJIbIA B OaHe, CHSLT IINHE b, OTCTETHYJI MOroHs!, 1 KoHapa-
ThEB HEJIOBKO HAKUHYJI €€ Ha BJIaXXHYIO TMMHACTEPKY.

— Map! - ckazan Epmakos crapiiune. — W yepe3s gecsatb MUHYT C JIIOIbMH K caniepaM. Jlymaio,
sicHo. — OH yneiOHycs Mommuasiieit [lypouke. — [Mormu!

«XO03MH TIpHeXat», — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO MOAyMasl CTPOro HaOMIONABIIHMIA BCE TO CEpXKaHT
KpaBuyk.

N nonmmartorie mocmorpen B cniuny Illypouke, kotopas Beien 3a EpMakoBbIM MOKOPHO BBIOH-
pasiach U3 BOPOHKHU.

— Tol xpana mens, llypa?

— 4?7 Jla, HaBepHO, *Kaaa.

— Ilouemy roBopuib Tak XOJIOJHO?

— A 11?7 Heyxenu TeOe KEHIIMH He XBaTajio Tam, B rocriurtasie? KpacuBblii, oprnena... Tam
MoOAT PpOHTOBUKOB. .. Hy, uTO ke Thl MOumib? Tak cpasdy 1 3aMomyai. . .

— Ilypa! A oueHs ckyya...

— Ckyua-an? Hy kto 51 Te6e? [loneBast moxomHas xeHa. .. JlloboBauiia. Ha cpok BOWHBL. ..

— Ts1 000 Bcem 3TOM TOIyMala, Korjaa MeHst He ObUIO 3/1eCh?

— A THI TaM I1eJIOBAJT IPYTUX JKEHIIIUH U He TyMaJl, KOHEYHO, 00 9TOM. AX, Tl cocKyumics? Tel
TaK COCKYYMJICS, YTO JIaXKe MUChbMeIa HU OJIHOTO He TIprcia?

— T'ociurass mepedpaceiBad C MeCTa Ha MecTo. Anpec MeHsiics. Thl cama 3Haelllb.

— 41 3Ha10, 4TO TeOe HYXKHO OT MEHHI. . .

— 3amoimuu, [ypa!

— Bot Buguiib, «3amomun» ! Yto *k, s Belb Toxe congar. Ciaynaioch.

— IIpoctn.

OH ckazau 310 u ycibima, Kak [lypa HeHyxHO 3acMestiack. OHM OCTAaHOBWJIMCH ITIarax B TPH/I-
1IaTH OT BOPOHKU. BeTep, Kombixast BO ThMe rojioca Bce MPUOBIBABIIIMX HA OCTPOB COJI/IAT, TIOPOU IPH-
HOCHWJI CTPYIO TOIITHOTBOPHOT'O 3arlaxa pa3Jaraloiyxcsl YOUTHIX JIOMA/Iel, C CyXHUM IIIOPOXOM BOPO-
T JTCThsI. OHM CHITIAJIKCH, OTPBHIBASICH OT MOTAIOIIMXCS HA BETPY BETBEH, IETIISIIMCH 32 IUHEb, —
10 OCTPOBY BOJILHO TYJISUT OKTAOph. BrioTbmax cmyTHO 6esenio [llypuHo Juno, yrasiBaarch TOHKHE
TMOJIOCKHU OpoBel, HO eMy ObUT HENPUSITEH TOT ee HEHYKHBIA CMeX, €€ BhI3BIBAIOIIUI, TOPEUBIO 3a3Be-
HeBIMit rosioc. EpmakoB ckazait:

— Yro ciayuwiiock, lypa?

OH NpUTsAHYT ee 3a HeCrUOABIIYIOCS CIIMHY, HAIIET XOJIOIHbIe T'YOBI, C KaJHOW HEeKXHOCTHIO,
10 O0JIM, TIOYYBCTBOBAB CBEXKYIO CKOJIB3KOCTh ee 3y0oB. OHa oTBeuasia emy cliabbiM PaBHOIYIITHBIM
JBVDKEHUEM T'y0, TOT/Ia OH JISTOHBKO, Pa3/IpakeHHO OTTOJIKHYJI ee OT ceOsl.

— Tl 320b11a MeHA? — U, momosuaB, oBTOpIUT: — 3a0bLia?

OHa ocTtaBayiaCh HE/IBUKHOM.

— Her...

—Yro «HET»?

— Her, — cka3zaya oHa ynpsiMo, U CTpaHHBI 3BYK, MTOXOKHI HA C/IaBJICHHBIN TJIOTOK, BHIPBAJICS
U3 ee ropia.

— Ilypa! B uem neno? — OH B35 ee 3a IJIeY, HECUIIBHO TPAXHYJI.
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Ona Bce momyana. CripaBa, MeTpax B MATHAIIATH, JIOMSCh Yepe3 KyCThl U TIeperoBapuBasich,
npolia rpymnmna conaat K Juenpy, onux ckaszan: «K yTpy ycrners Obl. .. ».

HerepnenuBo nepesx/iaB, OH OMSTh OOHST ee, MPUOIM3KJI €€ JIUIO K CBOEMY, YBU/IEN, KaK TeM-
HbIE TOJIOCKU OpOBEl TOpbKO, OECCUMIIBHO B3/IPOTHYIIM, U, OTKMHYB TOJIOBY, Kycasi ryObl, OHa Oe3-
3BYYHO, ITPEPHIBUCTO, CTapasich CAEPKUBATHCA, 3ariakaia. OHa CIOBHO phlgaia B ceds, Oe3 cies.

— Hy urto, 4T0? — C %KaJI0CTHIO CIIPOCHIT OH, IPUKUMAsI €€, B3/IparuBaoIyio, Kk ceoe.

— Tebs yobIOT, — BBIIABIIIA OHA. — YOBIOT. Takoro. ..

— Yro? — OH 3acmestics. — [Ipekpatu cnessl! [myno, yept Bozpmu! Uto 3a nanuxuaa?

OH Haten ee poT, a OHa pe3KO OTKJIOHHJIA TOJIOBY, BBIPBAJIACh U, OTCTyMast OT HEro, MpUcIo-
HWIACh CIIMHOM K COCHE; OTTY/a CKa3aJia 3JIbIM IoJIOCOM:

— He nago. He xouy. Huvero He Hafgo. Mul ¢ TOOO# deTsipe Mecsiia. PpoHToBas TIOOOBHUIIA
c pedenkom?.. He xouy! VI MeHs1 MOTYT yOUTh C peOESHKOM. ..

— Kaxkoii pebeHok?

— OH MOXeT OBITb.

— OH, MOXeT ObITh, ecTb? — THXO cripocui EpmakoB, moaxons K Heil. — UTo yk TaM «MOXKeT
ObiTh» ! ECTh?

— Her, — oTBeTH1a OHA M Me/IJIeHHO TIokavasia royiopoil. — Het. U He Oyznet. Ot TeOs He Oyner.

— A s 651 xoteln1. — OH yneiOHyscs. — VIHTepecHO, Kakast Tol MaTh. U keHa... Hy, xBatut cnes.
B rocriutane s tebe He M3MeHsI. YMuparth He cooupatoch. Eine Tedst HeporenoBat. [lomenyil MeHsl.

[lypa crosiia, MPUCIOHSCH 3aTHUTKOM K COCHE.

— Hy, nouenyii e, — HACTOMYKMBO MOMPOCUT OH. — I OueHb cockyumiicsi. Bot Tak oOHuMM (OH
TIOJIOKWIT ee Oe3KU3HEHHbBIe PYKHU K ceOe Ha TIeUr ), MPUKMHUCH U ToTeTyii!

— IlpukasbiBaems? [la? — 6€3pa3indaHbIM rOJIOCOM CITPOCKIIA OHA, THITasICh OCBOOOIUTH PYKH,
OJIHAKO OH, HE OTIyCKasl, YBEPEHHO OOBIJI MX BOKPYT CBOEH IIIEH.

— Imynoctn, Ilypa! Bens s eme He komanaup Oarapen. [Toka Kormgparbes.

— A yxe BceM rnpukasbiBai! Kak Thl TI0OUIIE KOMaHIOBATH!

— Bce xe 310 Most Gatapesi. UecTHOE CJIOBO, YKOKOIIHMT HH C TOTO HU C CETr0, KaK Thl HAIIPOpPO-
YWJjIa, ¥ He MPUAETCs 1eI0BaTh TeOs. ..

[lypa co BcXMIIOM B3IOXHYJIA, BAPYT TUXO MOAANACH K HEMY, CJ1a00 MPUAABIIIACH TPYABIO K
ero rpy/u, MojHsLIA JIUIIO.

OH Kpenko OOHsIT ee, CTaBIIYI0 MPUBBIYHO MOIATINBOM.

«OmnsTh, BCE ONMATH HAYAIOCH», — ogymaa Lllypa ¢ Tockoil, koraa oHu muim K Garapee.

EpmakoB roBopu eii ycrasio:

— 4 pBancs ciopa. K Te6e. Heyxenu ve Bepuiib?

«Her, 51 ve Bepio, — nymaina Illypa, — HO 51 BUHOBaTa, BUHOBaTa cama. .. EMy HyKHO OrpaB/pl-
BaThb HEHY)XHYIO 3Ty JTIOOOBb, B KOTOPYIO OH TOXE HE BEpUT... Bce BpeMeHHO, Bce HeHaleKHO. .. OH
pBavicst ciona? Hert, He s TaHyna ero. OH OTHOCHUTCS KO MHE Kak BOOOIIE K JI0OOH JKeHIIMHE, HU
pasy He CKazasl Cepbe3HO, UTo JoOUT. TOMbKO OJHAKABI CKa3all, YTO caMmoe JIydllee, YTo Co3aasa
MPUPOJA, — ITO KEHIIMHA. .. MaTh. .. xeHa. .. JKeHa!.. [ToneBas, noxoaHas. .. A eciu pebeHok ? 31ech
peGeHOK 7» 3J1ble, BHE3aITHbIe CJIe3bl MOJICTYIHIIN K €€ TOPITy, CIABUIIN JIbIXaHHUe.

A OH B 3TO BpeMsi, CHJIbHO TIPYIKMMasI €€ IJIe40 K CBOeMY, CITPOCHI 00eCIIOKOEHHO:

— Hy, nouemy momnuuiin?

Torna oHa OTBeTHIIA, CIJIOTHYB CIIE3BI:

— B Garapeto mpunum.

B ornmasieHHOM OrHe pakeT BOZHHMKIM TEMHEBIIME MEXIy IePEeBbSIMH CHApS/IHBIC SIIUKH.
CuityaT 4acoBOTO He MomIeBeInIcs, Koraa noj Horamu bopuca u Llypsl 3amnypiuaiy JTUCTbSI.

— Tawm, y smukoB! YacoBoi! — okmkHyn EpmakoB. — 3acHynn? YHecyT B MellIKe K YepTOBOM
Matepu 3a [{nenp!

20



10. B. bonpapeB. «bataiboHbI TpoCAT OrHA»

Kpyrnas ¢urypa yacoBoro 3aTonraiach, 3aIBUTalach, U TYT ke OTBETHJI OOHA/IEKMBAIOIIUIA
rosioc CkJisipa:

— 4 He crumo, Hert. S cyalo, Kak BeTep CBUCTUT B KOHYMKE MOETO IIThIKa. Bee B nmopsiake.

— Tak yx Bce B nopsiake? — ckazan EpmakoB, MOITISIIEB Ha CKOMB3SANIMNA 1O KPOMKe Oepera
royOoi JIy4 npoxeKkropa. — HeMIIbl KM3HU He 1AI0T, & Thl — «B MOPSIIKE». . .

— Tak Touno. Buepa uckynamm. Hac u mexoty. A mexora Bcst Ha 9TOT Oeper — Hazaa. Kak myxu
Ha Bofy. Bce 0OpaTHO, Ha OCTPOB... A €cClii OMSITh UCKYNAIoT?

— ITo3zoBu Konpgpareesa, — nprkaszan Epmakos.

— A OH cTapIIMHY C €3J0BbIMH K carepam MOBeJl.

— V3Hao uHTe/umrenta. He mor nocnare KpaBuyka, — HacMenummBo ckaszan EpmakoB. —
[Nomm, lypa, k HUM.

— Kyna? — llypa crosina, omycTuB NOAOOPOAOK B BOPOTHUK IITUHEIH.

— K canepam.

— He Hamo storo. He Ha/1o! — HEOXKMIAHHO CTPACTHO TIOMPOCHIIA OHA. — 3a4eM Tebe?

OHn nocMoTpen Ha Hee yauBieHHO. Hukorna paHbliie oHa He BMEIIMBAJIACh B €TI0 JIeNa; MPOCTO
OH He JIOIyCTHJI Obl, YTOOBI OHA KAaK-TO BJIMSJIA HA ero moctynku. Ho moyemMy-To ceiiuac, mocie 61m-
30CTH C HeW, TIOCJIe ee MPUITYIIEHHBIX Clie3, K KOTOPIM OH He MPUBBIK, KOTOPbIE ObUI HETIPUSTHBI
eMy, OH He MOT paccepauThesl Ha Hee. Yl OH OTBETHII oMYy TJIMBO, HE 3a00TSICh, YTO MOAyMaeT 00
stom Ckiisip:

— BoliHa TeM BoiiHa, 4TO Be3/ie CTPEJISIOT. 3HAYMT, Thl He pa3moduia Mens, [llypa? — HarHycs,
OTIIENIJI IITIOPBI, HEOPEXKHO KUHYJ MX Ha CHAPSIIHBINA AMK. — Cripsiab, CKIsIp.

— DTO yX BEpHO, JeMacKupywort, — cornacuics Ckisap. — Hu k yeMy. A MHe Kak, TOBapHIil
kanuTan? K Bam onsith B opavHapipi? M kak?

C noporwu, ryzesliel CKBO3b BETEP OTJAJIEHHBIM JBH>KEHUEM, TOJIOCAaMU, BHE3AITHO BCITBIXHYIIH,
MpUOIMKASCH, TIOKAUYMBASICh HA CTBOJIAX COCEH, MOJIOCH CBETA.

Ckuis1p copBaJiCsl C MECTa, CyMaToOIIIHO Kprya:

— Croit! I'acu cer! Kyna npers? He Buaumb — 6arapes? [acu dapsl, roBopsT!

Paps! noraciy.

— A mHe Gartapelo ¥ He Hy)KHO, He rosiocH, paau bora! BkoHer uctyras, Kojenu Tpsicytcsi. Mue
KanuTtaHa EpmakoBa.

Huskuii «Buumc», Bpe3asich B KyCThl, 3aTOPMO3WJI, ¥ [0 HEBO3MYTUMOMY T'OJIOCY, 3aTeM IO
nerkuMm maram EpmakoB y3Has ButbkoBckoro.

— To1? Yto npuse3?

— 4, — orBermn Kopka, Bech MPUATHO MPOMAXIIN OEH3MHOM, M YTO-TO CYHYJI B PYKYy Karlu-
taHa. — Ckymiaiite ranetky. Benukonennas, Hemenkas. Bac cpouno B mtad nuBu3uu. MBep3eB BbI3bI-
Baer...

— WBepsen?

— Ara. — JKopka notsnyn EpmakoBa 3a pykas, Jplllia MSATHOM rajleTKOM, 3amenTai: — TyT Bpoze
dbopcuposars He OymyT. Uro-To 3aTeBaetcs. Bpone Bonomu. Bac — cpouno. Ckyraite rajieTky-To. . .

— Tlanetky? — 3agymMmunBo cripocusi EpmakoB. — A MHOTO y TeOs1 9THX rajieTok?

7Kopka 0O6pagoBaHHO OTBETHII:

— Jla monMenika, 1ookHO. B MarmuHe ¢ 3amyactssMu Boxxy. YToO MOMKOBHUK He 3ameTwit. OH
YTO YBUAUT — p-pa3! — u 3a 60pt. U uepreit Ha ronoBy. B Cymax Ha HEMEIKUX CKJIaax B3I

— JlaBaii ciona, apucTokpat. BoikiaapiBaii Melok Ha simuku. CKIIsip, OTHeCH peOsiTaM KOoH(uC-
KOBAaHHOE. . .

On nopomen k Ilype, npucranbHO B3MISIHYT B Oeneiolee JIMIO U He YBUAEI, a yrajai 3ara-
€HHYIO He TO TPEBOTY, HE TO PaJOCTh 110 BHITHYTHIM €€ OpOBSIM.

—YT0? — cipocuia OHa IIETNOTOM.
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— Eny. Ilepenait KonapareeBy. I mycTh He 1eronsier MHTEJUIMIEHTHOCThIO. — W uepecuyp
TIOCTIEIITHO, XOJIOJHO TIOIEIOBAJI, €Ba MPUKOCHYJICA K rydam ee. OHa 1yBCTBOBAJIA TAIOIIUIA XOJIOIOK
€ro IolesTysl 1 peBHUBO M MCTHTEJILHO TOBOpHJIa caMol cebe: «Yike He HyxkHa emy. Het, He HyKHa».

A OH, caJisiCh B «BUJUIUC», CIIPOCUIL:

— MoxeT, coO MHOU ITO€eln ?

— Her, bopuc. Her...

— Orpabumu! — ckazan ’Kopka u 3acMesiics.

«Buuc» Tponyscs, 3arperanu Kyctsl. [llypa, onepiiick pykoi Ha CHApsAHBIN SIIIUK, CMOT-
pena B IOTEMKH, IJie TPACCUPYIOIIEH MmyJiell CTPEMHUTELHO YHOCUIICS PYOWHOBBI OTOHEK MAITUHBI,
Y C TOCKJIMBOM Topeusio aymaia: «Orpaduim. 9To oH 000 MHE CKa3al».
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I'naBa 4

B 3TOM MajieHEKOM CeJi€ ThUIBI JUBU3HUN CMELIAIUCH C ITOJKOBBIMU THIJIAMH, — BCE OBUIO 3a0UTO
mTaOHBIMU MalllMHAMU, CAHUTAPHBIMU M XO3ACTBEHHBIMH TTIOBO3KAMHU, THIMSIIUME KYXHSIMH, Pac-
MPOCTPAHSIBIIMMU B OCEHHEM BO3/IyXe 3allaX TeIyIoro Bapena, 3ace/IJIaHHBIMU JIOIIAbMHU TOJIKOBOM
pa3BellKY, TUBU3UOHHBIX CBSI3HBIX M OpAUHApLIEB. Bce 3T0 B Tpu yaca HOUM HE CIAIO U KUJIO 0CO-
00ii, JIMXOPAJOYHO BO3OYKJICHHOM JKM3HBIO, KaKas ObIBA€T OOBIYHO BO BPeMsl BHE3AITHO MPEKPaTHB-
IerOCsl HACTYILICHUS.

KpyTo 06be3xkas Tskesnple Tsrauu, NpuleryieHHble K HUM OpY/Iusl, TEMHbIE, 3aMaCKHPOBAaHHbIE
€JIOBBIMU BETBSIMU TaHKH, JKOpKa BbIBEJT HAKOHEI] MAIlIMHY Ha CEpe/IuHY YJIUIIbI, IOBEPHYJ B 3apOC-
WA HArTyXO MepeyyoK. « BUiuimc» BKaTHII MOJ IEPeBbs, KaK B IIAJAIL; CKBO3b BETBU YIOTHO CBETH-
JICh KpacHbIe ITIeJM cTaBeH. JKOopKa, COCKaKMBasi Ha JIOpory, CKazal:

— INonkoBHUK cniepBa k ceOe Besen 3aBe3Th. CBOM, CBOM B JJOCKY! — OTO3BAaJICSI OH BECeslo Ha
OKPUK YaCOBOTO Y KpbUIblia. — Yero roiocuilis — Jiojiei myraemib?

EpmMakoB B30exkas Mo CTyneHsIM U, pa3MHHAasi HOTU, BOLIEJ B MEPBYIO MOJOBUHY XaThl, MIPU-
1rypusics nocie ThMbl. [TaxHyn0 KajieHsIM 3amaxoMm ceMedek, xjiebom. Ha crone B MOMHBIA OroHb
ropea TpexJIMHeHasl KepOCHHOBAsI JIAMIIa C BHIYUIIIEHHBIM CTEKJIOM, OCBEIlast aKKypaTHO BbIOEIeH-
HYIO KOMHATY, IPOCTOPHYIO TeUb, BHIIIUTHIE PYITHUKH MO/ TYCKJIO TEIIMBIIUMUCS 00pa3aMu B YIITy.
Cusis1 M3yMIIEHHOM PaJoCThIO, OT CTOJIA YCIIYKJIMBO PUBCKOYMJI, OMPABJIsisi TAMHACTEPKY, MTOJIKOBOM
nycapb, U HAUMINEHHAs JI0 CepeOpUCTOro MepIriaHus Meaaib «3a OOeBble 3aCayru» MOTHYJIACh Ha
ero rpyau.

— ToBapuin kanuran! 3npaBus kenaio! — B3BOJIHOBAHHOM XPUIIOTLIOM ITPOIIEJ OH, BBITSHYJICS,
a MpaBylo, U3Ma3aHHYI0 YePHUJIAMHU JIAJIOIIKY CYeTIMBO BbITEp O OOK. — M3 rocnuransa? K nam?

— Ilpuser, Bacs! Kus? — orBets1 EpmakoB u He 6e3 MHTepeca 3aMeTHJT BO3JIe Me4r He3HAKO-
MOTO COJI/IaTa, KOTOPBIA MO3EBbIBAJ U C 32 IlyMUYMBBIM BUI0OM MIOUTPbIBAJT HOBEHBKUM MapadesTyMOM.
Kpenko cOutsiii B mieyax, ObUl OH B O(PUIIEPCKUX SJIOBBIX CAIlorax, B CYKOHHOM I'MMHACTEpKe, Ha
peMHe JIaKMPOBaHHO OJIecTelia pacCTerHyTasi HeMerkasi Kooypa.

— PasBepuuk? — cnpocun EpMakos, ciiblilia IPUITYIIEHHBIE TOI0CA U3 APYTOi MOJTOBUHBL. —
«S13pIkOB» MpuBEIN?

— Touno. — Congar nmogdpocut napadesuiyM, BTOJKHYJ ero B KOOypy Ha JIeBOM Oefpe: Tak
HOCHJIU ITUCTOJIETHI HEMIIBI.

— IoKOBHMK ¢ HUMM pa3roBapuBaeT, — TAMHCTBEHHO IenHys1 Bacs. — J[loaro onu yero-to...

EpmMakoB Bollies1 B TOT MOMEHT, KOrJa MOJKOBHUK [yiisieB, O4eBMAHO, 3aKaHUMBAJ JAOMPOC
rieHHbIX. OH CUjen 32 CTOJIOM, YTOMJIEHHBIM, IPY3HBIH, CO BCIIYXIIIEW IIEeH, 3aKJIEEHHOM JIaTKaMU
TUIACTHIPS, MOBEPHYBIIKCH BCEM TEJIOM K Y3KOJHIIEMY JIEUTEHAHTY-TIEPEBOAUMKY C KOCBIMH IIIeroJie-
BaThIMM OaukamMu. YBueB Ha nopore EpmakoBa, 060pBaji peub Ha MOMYCJIOBE, B YCTANBIX Ia3ax
TOJIKHYJIOCh OECIIOKOICTBO, CKa3a:

— Caguch, KarmiTaH.

[Tpu Buae He3HAKOMOTO O(pHIIepa BHICOKHUI, B KOPOTEHBKOUM KYpPTKE HEMell BCKOUYMJI, PA30THYB-
IIKCh MPY)KUHOM, MO-YCTABHOMY BCKUHYJI IOHOIIECKHIA, Pa3IBOCHHBIN IMOUKOU og00poaoK. [pyroi
HeMmell He TIoIIeBeIUICS Ha TabypeTe; yiKe JIBICEIOMUI co J10a, CyXOHbKUIA, KeNThIi, OyITO JIMYMHKA,
OH, Yy/IWJIOCh, CCYTYJISICh, JIpEMaJl; €ro HOTM ObUIM TOJICTO 3a0MHTOBAHBI, HATIOMUHAS TPSTIMYHbBIC
KYKJIbI.

Ha crore ¢ ryaeHviem sipko ropeu JiBe apTUJIIEPUACKIE TUIIB3bI, 3alTPaBJICHHbIE OCH3MHOM.

EpmakoB npucen Ha NOIOKOHHMK, M BHICOKMI MOJIOZION HEMell TOTYAaC ke CeJl, 3a/IBUTAJICS Ha
Ta0ypeTe, HEpPBHO MPUITIAIIT PYKOH BOJIOCHI, BOIIPOCUTENIBLHO 03upasich Ha EpmakoBa.

23



10. B. bonpapeB. «bataiboHbI TpoCAT OrHA»

— CeronHs B3sUIM, — CKa3aJl MOJIKOBHUK BIorosioca. — [Tynemerunku. BoT 3TOT HiynieHbKui,
paHeHsbIl, Korjaa Opay, Xxotena ceOsi MPUKOHYUTb. EpeitTop. .. Mex1y mpodnum, padounii THIIOrpa-
¢uu. Kunpep, kuaaep, Tpoe KUHAEP y Hero. A 3TOT MOJIOAIOH — ciadak.

—Ja, jal, — ¢ ynbIOKOM, peaynpesKaaloNIe MmocTyJyan ceds B TpyIb MOJIOAON U MOKa3al MaJiell,
IaBasi MOHSATH, YTO Y HETO TOXKeE €CTh PEOSHOK, a JIBICEIOIIU CYTYIIBI CIIETIO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha €T MaJiell
Y PAaBHOJAYIITHO TTOKEBJ TyOaMH.

— Bpems uaer, — HemOBOJIBHO CKa3aJl MOJIKOBHUK MepeBOTYMKY. — CITpOCUTE 3TOrO ellie pas...
rae y Hux pe3epsbl? Paccripocute nogpodHee. Ha uto paccumteiBaior?.. Moooro He CripanivBai,
3TOT YTO YTOHO HAIUIETET. .. IIyIJIEHBKOTO. ..

[NepeBomYMK TOPOIUIMBO U OTYETIIMBO 3arOBOPHII, OOpAIasCh K IIyTIEHPKOMY; HEMeI] Hero-
IBUXKHO, KaK CJIETOM, TOCMOTPE eMy B TI'yObl, IPUTIONHST OJHY HOTY-KYKOJIKY, MIEepecTaBuI ee U
HayaJ OTBEYaTh 3aMeJIEHHO, POBHBIM, Bbelaomumcs rojocom. [lepeBomunk 3aderan KapaHaiom
no 6ymare, ynpeIuTeIbHO HaKJIOHWIICS K [ynsieBy:

— O6opoHa BIriTyOb Ha HECKOJIBKO KMJIOMETPOB. B Heckonbko 31menonoB. Ha ¢anrax taHku.
Aptunnepusi. 3to Bocrounsiid Bast. OH 3akpeiBaeT 1myTh K JIHenpoBy. Bece oduueps! 1 conpaTsl 310
3Ha1oT. [Ipuka3 no apMusim — HY 11ary Hazaj. 3a OTCTyIuieHue — paccrpen. 3aech nodtadge. OHu
3aKOHYAT 371eCh MOOEJOHOCHYIO BOIHY. Pa300bIoT pycckue apMuu U iepeiiiyT B HacTyIieHue. [Herp
— 9710 NepesioM BoHBL. [lo [lHenpa HeMerKast apMus OTCcTymaa. 1o ObUT TakTuaeckui xon. Coxpa-
HUTH CUJTBL. .. [Ipudem 31ech HaXoasATCst U 9CICOBCKUE YyacTi. OHM CTPEISIOT 10 MOCIEIHETo MaTpoHa.
[ToTomy uto MBI X He nommaauM. Kak, Bripouem, He MOmaauM 1 HeMIIEB TUIEHHBIX. MBI UM yCTPOUM
TesieoH. . .

— Ckaxxul Ha MIJIOCTh, — TIpousHec ['ynsieB, paccestHHO GapabaHs maibliaMu 1o crony. — Hu
1iary Hasaf. A CIpocHu-Ka €ro, 4yTo Takoe TejeoH?

OnsATh pOBHBIN BHEJAIOIIUIICS TOJIOC, ¥ OMATH KapaHJaIll MepeBoI4rKa 3aderai rmo oymare.

— VIm 1BOMM, €My U BOT 3TOMY MOJIONOMY AYpPaKy, pacropioT JKHUBOTHI, pa3MOTAIOT KHUIIKU U
CBSIKYT MX y3JIOM. 3a TO, YTO OHU 3B€pPCTBOBAIM Ha YKpauHe. Ho aTto nponaranja. BoiiHa He uaer
6e3 KEeCTOKOCTH. DTO 3HAET PYCCKHIA TIOJIKOBHUK.

Koraa nepeBogurk HOroBOpHJI, IYIUIEHBKUI CHOBA MEPECTABUII CBOIO HOTY-KYKOJIKY, a JIMIIO
MOJIOZIOTO OKAMEHEJIO, PO30BbIE T'YObl paCTEPSHHO-KATKO PACTSIHYJIHUCh, JIOO U KPYIJIbIiA MOAOOPOIOK
MOKPBUTUCH UCTIAPUHON. EpMakoB ycMexHysics; MoNKOBHUK ['yisieB cuibHee 3a0apabaHmiI 1o CTOIY,
MPUCTATBHO U3-TIOJ MPUITYXJIbIX BEK Pas3risiablBast NIyILIEHBKOTO.

— Ckaxu emy, — CTPOro MPOMU3HEC MOJKOBHUK, — YTO 3TOT TeJe(OH YCTparBaId SCICOBIIBI
pycckum 1uteHHbIM o] ['omesniem. KaBapnak y Hero B Oarike! M motom ckaxku emy. .. Kak ke Tak...
OH, paboyYuil, IPOJIETAPUM... CO CIIOKOMHON MYIIOW BOIOET MPOTUB PYCCKUX pabouMX... 3HAET OH,
YTO TaKoe MekIyHaponHblid nponerapuar? A? Crpocu ero... Kak ompaBabiBaeT oH ceOsi, YTO Kak
caMBblii 3aKOpeHeJIbIi 9C3CoBell BoeT?.. Beap oH Bee ke pabounii?

[NepeBomuuK TIIyOOKOMBICTIEHHO COOpal KOXy Ha JIOy M, TaK ke Kak IOJKOBHHK, OTYETIIU-
BBIM, CTPOTHIM TOJIOCOM 3arOBOPHII € HIyIUIEHbKUM. [71a3a HeMIta, r1a3a OOMbHOM MTHIIbI, TIOIEPHY-
ThIe TUICHKOW PaBHOMYIIMsI, HEM30BIBHOM yCTAJIOCTH, HA MUT BPOJE OYMCTUIIUCD, POIYCTUIIHA B ceOsI
CMBICJT 33/IAHHOTO BOIIPOCA, OH OTBETHJ HEOOBIYHO OBICTPO, MOYTH Ope3rTuBo. M mnepeBomaurk He
COBCEM YBEPEHHO TepeBe:

— Korna nocie Bepcasibckoro mupa I'epmanus rosogasia, MexIyHaApOIHBIN MpoJieTapuaT He
roMor eid. ['epmanum HyxeH ObUT XJieO, a He CJIoBa.

— XBarut! JloctatouHo!

['ynsieB nmopHscs, U, Kak Obl BCe YSICHUB, BCKOYHJI MOJIOZION HEeMeIl, BBICTABUJI KPYTJIbINA MOJI-
OOpOMIOK, BBITSIHYJICS, 3aMUpasi; TOrJa IIyIJIEHbKHUIA, KaK M0 KOMaH/e, B3IepHYB CBOI0 MJICHbKYIO
JILICEIONIYIO TOJIOBY, KOPOTKO M 3JI0 CKa3aJl YTO-TO CKBO3b 3yObl STOMY MOJIOZIOMY.

! Ha, na.
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— Yro oH? — HaxmypuJics ['ynses.

— OH cKazaji: CIIOKOMHO, KOIIIaybe JEPbMO, Thl COJAT! — HEOXOTHO OTBETUJI MEPEBOIYUUK.

— Jlerocraes! YBe3tu. B mrad nuBmsuu! — kpukHyn ['ynsies.

B Ty e MUHYTY MOJIOIOW HEMEI] TOKOPHO CTajl Ha KOJIEHU TIepe]l IyIIJIEHbKUM, HarHyJ1 Kper-
KyI0 111e10, OepeskHO, CJIOBHO OIIYTbIBAsI, Tie He OOJBHO, B3sUT eppeliTopa 3a TAJIUIO U JIETKO TIOCAINT
ero K ceOe Ha TuIeuu, HOrU-KyKOJIKM TIOBUCITH Ha ero Ipyau. PaHeHbIi Hemell repeepHyJIcs OT OO,
CKaJl pOT, HO HU OJTHOTO 3BYKa HE M3[aJl.

— JlaBaii, — ckazai JlerocraeB, pacKpbiB JIBEpb.

[Tpurudasce, 4ToObl epeliTop He 3a7en 3a MPUTOJIOKY, MOJIOIOW HEMell BHIHEC €r0 U3 KOM-
Hatbl, ¥ JlerocraeB 3akpbli 3a HUMU ABepb. CTasio Thxo. B pazgymbe ['yiseB MeieHHO CKiIaabIBal
JIeKalTyIo Ha CTOJIE KapTy.

— Yro ckaxemp, kanutan? Marepsle cuaat npotus Hac? Illankamu He 3akugaems! Ha «ypa»
He Bo3bMelllb! A?

— MHrepecHenmuil Ty 310t epentop, — nporopopusl Epmakos.

— BbI ckaxeTte, TOBapHIIl KaluTaH, — pOOKO BO3pa3ul IEPEBOIYMK, OIYCTUB I71a3a. — ITO yOeK-
AeHHbII rumieposel]. Uto ke B HeM uHTepecHoro? CTpaHHo. ..

EpmMakoB npe3puresibHO cMepuIl EPEBOJUMKA B3IJIS1IOM.

— A 9 1 He HajiesuICsl YBUJIETb B 3TOM e(ppeTOpe CTOPOHHUKA PYCCKUX.

— Ilpekparute GecrionesHbie pa3roBopbl! — nmpepBait ['ynsieB, ppIBKOM HaJieBasi IIUHENb. — Bbl
cBoOOnHBI, JeliteHanT. Karuran EpmakoB, octanbrech. TeOs BHI3BA HE s, — CKa3asl OH, KOT/a repe-
BOJYUK BbIIes. — TeOs BHI3BIBAIOT B IITA0 AUBU3UH.

— 3auem?

['ynsieB oTBen miaza, 03a00YEHHO OTBETHLT:

— Hexorpa. [Tomum. .. ViBep3eB He IPOCTUT OINO3JAHHUS.

B onHOIT M3 HECKONMBKMX XaT, Ihe pa3Memaics mrad OTUBU3HUM, CBETJIO, YUCTO, TOIMETEHO
Y Cpely CUEBIIMX BJOJb CTEH O(HIEPOB Ta MOTYEPKHYTAsI M MOYTUTEIbHAS THIIMHA, KOTOpas B
BOEHHOW CpeJie BCEra O3HA4aeT, YTO PsAIOM IIPUCYTCTBYET BBICILIEE HAYAILCTBO: 3[A€Ch MEAAHTUYHO
BBIOPUTHIE AIBIOTAHTHI M O(PUIIEPHI 1ITa0a IABUTAIUCH OECITYMHO, TYT IPUBBIKJIA TOBOPUTH HETPOM-
KMMH TOJIOCaMU, KOMaH/1bl HE TIOBTOPSUIMCH J1BA pa3a — 3/1€Ch MO3r AMBU3UM. [Jo mocieqHero paHe-
Hust EpMakoBy nmpuxoaniock ObIBaTh B ITa0e IMBU3HMHU MPH MpeskHeM reHepaiie OcTpoyxoBe, U Kak-
OBl pa3, yezxkas B Oarapeio U3 3TOW MONYTHIINHBI, HAMOMHHABILEH My/IPOe CIIOKOWCTBUE 3a0BITHIX
MOCKOBCKMX UHMTAJIEH, OH YBO3UJI C COOOM TATOCTHOE YYBCTBO HEYIOBJIETBOPEHHOCTH, CIIOBHO KTO-
TO HarlOMHMHAJ €My, YTO BOMHA — 3TO HE ero npodeccusi, 4YTo 3BaHKe KaluTaHa, OpJIeHa, TaK JIETKO
JOCTABIIMECS] MY, BCE UYKOe, M, MOXET ObITh, OH OTAAJ Obl 3TO BCE 32 OAHY JIEKIHIO IO BBICIIEH
MareMartuke. VCIpIThIBaJl OH 9TO YyBCTBO IIOTOMY, YTO JIaBHO U JIETKO CBBIKCSI ¢ 0puLIepCcKoi pop-
MO, Ka3aJI0Ch ITOPOi1, UTO BOEBAJI LIETYIO KU3Hb, 2 MOJIBA O HEM KaK O CMEJIOM JI0 Iep30CTH oduliepe
OCTaBJIslJIa €My BO3MOXKHOCTb OTHOCUTEJIBHOW CBOOOIBI: HE TSHYThCS B ThUIAX, MOAYEPKUBAsT YBaXe-
HHE K 3Be3/I0YKaM, repe]] ITaOHbIMU O(pHIIepaMu, YTO OUeHb HE HPABUJIOCH HIETIETHIIBHO-OCMOTPH-
TEJILHOMY B BOIpOCax CyOOpAMHAIIMY TMOJKOBHUKY ['yisieBy, TOBOPUTH OTKPBITO, CMESIThCS TOT/A,
KOTJJa XOTEJIOCh CMESIThCS, TO €CTh BECTH cedsl TaK, Kak MOXET BeCTH ouIiep, 3HAOMUI cede HeHy
Y TIPUBBIKIINIA K OTKPOBEHHOCTH OTHOIIIEHU! HA TIEPEIOBbIX MO3UITUSIX.

Korna EpmakoB BMecTe ¢ osiKOBHUKOM ['yJisieBbIM BOILIEI B HAITOJTHEHHYIO O(bULIEpaMu KOM-
HaTy, BCe, BUIMMO, ObUIH B cOOpe, MHOTHE MTPUBETIIMBO 3aKUBaJIM bopucy, v OH yBHIET 3HAKOMBIX
KOMaHJIMPOB CTPEJIKOBBIX 0AaTalbOHOB, YCTAJIBIX, TUVIOXO BBHIOPUTHIX, B HECBEKMX TMMHACTEPKaX, U
OTBETHO TIOIMUTHY/I, YIBIOHYJICS UM, HO TOTYAC Cliesiajl IPUTBOPHO O(PHUIIMATIBHOE JIUIIO, 3aCTIbIIIaB
T'YCTOM, YBOKUTEJILHO MOHMKEHHBIN rosioc ['yssieBa, JOKIIaIbIBAIOIIEero MOJKOBHUKY MBep3eBy o npu-
obiTid. ['ynsieB caenan mar B CTOpPOHY, ABYMsI PyKaMy OJEPHYJI KUTENb Ha BBICTYMABIIEM KUBOTE,
HACYIWICS, KalUISHYJ B JIAIOHb, CElT K CTONY, Iie B 3bI0KOM ManvpOCHOM JAbIMY OeJlesd JIMIa.
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Cobmonast cybopauHaimo, EpMakoB qomkeH ObUT IOKJIAIBIBATH 32 TIOJIKOBHUKOM, OJJHAKO HE YCIeI.
Komanavp nuBusuu MBep3eB, pyMsHblii, CBETJIOBOJIOCBHIN, C CHHUMU XOJIOAHBIMY IJIa3aMU, OfIETHIN B
0e3yIMpevyHo CIIUTHIN CTAJBHOTO [[BETA KUTEJb, TBEPIO CKa3aJl COUHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— OmnasnpiBaere, kanutad Epmakos! [Tpuunnbl?

— 4 Tonbko 4uto ¢ [IHernpa, ToBapull MOJKOBHUK, — OTBETW EpMakoB, yJOBUB MpeAyIpexIa-
o B3 yssiesa.

— Hano ycnieBarp, kaniuran! Yenesars! Caaurech!

C MBep3eBbIM OH BCTpevasics BIIEPBBIE; ObLI TOT MPUCTIaH B €0 OTCYTCTBUE, KAXKETCs, M3 3arac-
HOT'0 0(pULIEPCKOTrO MOJIKA HA 3aMEHY CTaporo, HETOPOILIMBOro reHepaina OcTpoyxoBa, UYpe3BbIYaliHO
OCTOPOKHOTO B TIPMHMMAEMBIX pellleHusX. 3a crooM EpMakoB yBuzen 3aMmectutesiss KOMaHIupa
IWBU3WH TIO TIOMMUTYACTU TIOJKOBHUKA AJiekceeBa. TOT cupen, Tporasi BRICOKHMI J100, IIaJKO 3aue-
CaHHbIE Ha3a]| PeIKKe BOJIOCHI; XyJ0€ MHTEJUTMTEHTHOE JIMIIO OBUIO CBEXO, CJIOBHO HEIABHO YMBITO,
YMHBIE I71a3a MSTKO ¥ 3HAKOMO LIy pUJIKCh. EpMaKkoB KMBHYJI 3aMIIOJIUTY, U ceYac e MOANOIKOBHUK
CagenbeB, HAUQJIBHUK ITa0a AMBU3UH, YEJIOBEK TUXUM, OOJBHOW CcepalleM, BBIHYI U3 3yOOB He3a-
KOKEHHYIO TPYOKY M TOKE 3aKMBAJI CEJICIONIEl roJIOBOM, IBHO 0OpaJOBAaHHBIN €ro MpuOBITHEM.

Io Bcem 3TMM 3HaKaM BHUMaHWs EpMakoB MIrHOBEHHO MOHSUI, UTO B mTabe ObLT pa3roBop o
HEM, U TYT e IPOYHO yOeOUJICS B STOM, YCIBIIIAB COOKY IIETOT:

— IIpuBercrByo, karutan! Kak roBopsr, ¢ kopaOis Ha 6an?

1o ObT MakCMMOB, KOMaHIHMP CTPEJKOBOTO OaTayiboHa, OUIIEp CPEIHUX JIeT; JOOPOIYIII-
HBIA, JTACKOBBIA B3IJISA M3-TIOJ 30JIOTUCTBIX PECHUI] CBETUJICS JEBUYbEW O30PHOM YIIBLIOKOW; OHa
BeceJIo OpbI3raja M ¢ ero ek, BCera BbI3bIBasi OTBETHYIO YIIBIOKY.

— INoxoxe, — orBeTmi Epmakos. — A uto?

MakciMOB TIOJIOKHUII €My PYKY Ha KOJIEHO, TOKa3biBasi OpoBsiMu Ha VBep3eBa, ckazasl 1iemno-
TOM:

— ITotom, TIOTOM. ..

— IIpoiry BHUMaHu!

[MonkoBHUK MBep3eB, BRICOKUH, TUIOTHBIH, SICHO IJISIEN Mepei COOOM; TOJCTBIN KapaHall ObLT
3a)aT B €r0 MaJIeHbKOM KPEIKOM KYyJIake, KyJak 6e3 CTyKa OIyCTHJICS Ha KapTy, HEBOJIBHO IPHUBJIEKast
K cede BHUMaHue oduriepoB. I EpMakoB, BCMOMHKB MATKYIO pyKy crapuka OcTpoyxoBa, oYeMy-
TO MOAYMaJI, YTO KYJIAUOK TOT OeCromaieH, BIacTomoOuB, HeMoJaTIuB. .. VIBep3eB 3aroBopui:

— ToBapunm odpunepst! [TozaBuepa qBa nmepeoBbIx OaTaiboOHa MOJIKOBHUKA ['yisieBa nmogonum
K JlHenpy, nbitanuck opcupoBarh ero. Bee 310, Kak BaM M3BECTHO, peIAIOIIUX Pe3y/IbTaTUBHBIX
nocyiecTBHiA He nMento. — Cunue riasa ViBepseBa Oersio KOCHY/IMCh HaxMypeHHoro Jyimna [ynsesa. —
OrHem TaHKOB, apTHJIIEPHH, TyJIEMETHBIM OTHEM OaTalbOHBbI OBLTH PaCCesTHBI TIO BOJIE, BBIHYKICHBI
OBLIM 3aHATH MPEKHIOD TIO3UITUI0 Ha OcTpoBe. — OcTpre KapaHaiia TKHYJIOCh B KapTy. — 3a HCKITIO-
YEHUEM JIBYX, TOJIBKO JIBYyX HETIONHBIX CTPEIKOBBIX B3BOIOB M OJHOTO OpPYIUS TOJKOBOW Oarapew,
CYMEBIIIMX TIepeTIpaBUTHCS Ha TIPaBblid Oeper.

«[ouemy ogno opynue? OTKyna 3Tu cBefieHus1?» EpMakoB moxar rieyamu, 1 Totyac Visepses
repeBesl Ha Hero B3MJIsi/l — MUMOJIETHO CHMHUM, XOJOAHbIA CBET MouyyBcTBOBal EpmakoB Ha cBoeM
yuue. [TonkoBHUK npomoyka:

— Bce mormbITkM 1BYX OaTaiiboHOB (hopcrpoBaTh [{Henp Buepa HOUbIO 3aKOHUMIIUCH HEYCIIEXOM.
Harm 6ataibOHbI CTOIKHYJIUCH C ITYOOKO U TIIATEIbHO MOArOTOBIEHHO! SIIEIOHMPOBAHHON HEMeEIT-
KOU 000pOHOI, BecbMa IMIMPOKOH 1Mo (PPOHTY, KaK U3BECTHO Terepb. — MiBep3eB CHOBA OMYCTHII CKa-
THIA KyJIaK Ha KapTy, TyObl €ro cTajam *ecTKkuMu. — Haia nquBusus oxxHee ropoaa Ixernposa... Ho
MBI CIEPKMBAEM IPaBOIo U JIEBOTO COCEIA, IBOE CYTOK TOITYEMCS] Ha MECTe.

WBep3eB oTOpocui KapaHjall, MPOBeJ MalbllaMu Mo OeJeiiei MOJIOCKe MOJABOPOTHUYKA,
BUAMMO, JABUBLIETO TOPJIO, YETKO MOBTOPUIL:

— IBoe cyTok! Buepa quBu3ms nosy4nsia NonojiHeHne 6oerpunacaMmu, Kpome Toro, Ham Ipu-
JaHbl TAHKH. . .
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«Tak BOT 0HO uTO! — ogymas1 EpMakoB, BCHIOMHUB TOPSILIYIO CTAaHIMIO, U TTOMMaJl TPEBOXKHO
YCKOJIb3aI0IUI B3IJIs1 osikoBHMKa ['ynsteBa. — Yto on?»

— 3amava auBM3MM crienyiomias! — 3By4an rojgoc MBepseBa. — JIBa MOMOMHEHHBIX OaTaaboOHA
BOCEMB/IECST ISTOTO CTPEJIKOBOIO MOJIKA CErOAHs K PAcCBETy, a UMEHHO K MATH yacaM yTpa, cocpe-
JIOTOUYMBAIOTCS: B PalioHe JepeBHU 30JIOTYIIMHO — MEepBbIi OaTtaiboH Maiopa BynbOaHIoKka; BTOpOit
OaTanboH KaruTtaHa MakcumoBa — B pailoHe JiecHudecTBa. [leppomy OaTaboHy MPUIAIOTCS ABa OpY-
WSl o[, KOMaHJoBaHMeM KaruTaHa EpmakoBa, BTopoMy — Oatapesi COpOKarsTUMUUTUMETPOBBIX
nyIek JeiteHanTa Kaposa... Kpome toro, 6atapest BOCbMUIECATHIBYXMIJUIMMETPOBBIX MHUHOME-
TOB TOB3BOJIHO TIPUJIAETCS OaTaIbOHAM.

«Tak! 3Hauut, a1 nognepxuBalo BynpOaHoka. Ho kKakuMu OBymMst OpymusiMu?» — MOmyMa
EpmakoB, movckan ria3aMu M Hailesl B yIily KOMHAThl KPYITHO CKPOEHHOro Maiiopa BynbOaHioka,
HEMOJIOAOTO, C 3aMETHBIMU OCIMHKAMHU Ha HENpOHUIIaeMoM Jivie. He moapiMast rojioBel, OH HETO-
POIUTHBO JIeJ1ajl IOMETKH Ha KapTe, pa3okUB ee Ha KOJICHSIX ; M3-TIO/] IUTAHIIETKY BUHBI ObLTH JTAaBHO
HE YMIIeHHbIe, B OIIMETKaX Ipsi3H, cronTaHHsle canoru. «Ho kakumu aBymst opynusimu? I'ne onn?»

— Llenb GatanboHOB: hopcupoBath [JHenp Ha mpaBoM (iaHre 0OOPOHBI, Tie pa3BeaKa Hallly-
najia pa3phiBbl, BKJIMHUTHCS B OOOPOHY, BHIMTH B ThUI, 3aHATh M yIEpKUBATh IUIAIIApM B paidoHe
HoBo-MuxaitioBku — iepBoMy 0aTajiboHy, BTOPOMY — B paiioHe benoxaTku 1 TeM caMbIM OTBJIEUb
Ha ceOs1 BHUMaHue HemieB. K 3ToMy BpemeHM Bcsi IMBU3HS OyJeT COCPeIOTOYEeHa B pallOHEe OCT-
pOBa, roToBast Kak Obl K MPBIKKY. — MBep3eB ygapui peOGpom JagoHu no kapre. — Kak Tonbko Oara-
JIbOHBI, 3aXBATHUB IUIAIIAPMBI, 3aCTaBAT HEMIIEB OTTSIHYTh YacTh BOWCK C (DPOHTAJIbHBIX MO3MIIUM,
IMBU3MSI HAHECET yaap Mo (bpoHTY C 33/1a4eil 3aHATh IMPOKUI TUIAlIapM Ha IpaBoOepexkbe, I0KHee
ropona [lHenpoBa. 3aBsi3aB 60ii B paiione HoBo-MuxaiinoBku u benoxatku, 6aTaabOHBI JAlOT 3HATh
1o panuu: «Jlaiite orHs», B Cllydae Xopoliei BUAUMOCTH — YeThIpe KpacHble pakeTsl. [1o atomy cur-
HaJTy TUBH3MSI BCEMH OPYAMMHBIMU CTBOJIAMM TOJIEPKUBAET OaTabOHBI, 3aT€M OTKPBIBAET OTOHb
10 HEMEIIKOW 0OOpOHE M MIEPEXOIUT B HACTYIUIEHHE, CoeiMHseTcs ¢ OatamboHamu. TakoBa 3agava
nuBu3nd. Boripockl?

Vnepes kynak B cros, MiBep3eB, oxuaas BONPOCOB, J0JITO B MOTYaHUM CMOTPEJ HA MPUTUX-
mmx opuepoB. Ho HUKTO BOITpOCOB He 3aJaBall, Jejajld BUJ, YTO BHUMATEIbHO U3YYaloT KapThl HA
TUIAHIIETKAX, — KK IBIA U3 3THX JIABHO BOEBABIIMX IMEXOTHBIX M APTHIUIEPUICKUX O(PUIIEPOB XOPOIIIO
MOHMMAJT: TO, YTO JIETKO M, Ka3aJI0Ch, TPOCTO HAUepTaeTCs B MITa0axX, HECTEPIMMO TPYIHO 000payuu-
BaeTcs B JeJIe.

CrepaHHBIN TIOJIKOBHUK AJIEKCeeB, OJHOU PYKOW MPUKPHIB IOAOOPOIOK, APYTOl BEepTes Mac-
CHBHBIN CepeOpsHBIN MOpTcUrap, U OJMUKYM CBETa, OTCKAKWBasi OT MOJTMPOBAHHON KPBIIIKH, CKOJIb-
3WJIM 110 3QJTBICKMHAM HaJl ero BEICOKUM J10oM. [TognonkoBHk CaBesnbeB, MOMIaXUBas KOHYHK MTYCTOM
TPYOKH, COCPEJOTOUEHHO IOCACHIBAT €€; OTTeHEHHbIE CHHEBOM I1IeKH ero BBamimch. Kanuran Mak-
CHMOB, HEOTPEIEJICHHO Y/IbIOAsICh, YUCTHII CIIMYKON HOT'TH, B3IJISIBIBAII HA HUUETO HE BHIPAKAIOIIYIO
criuHy BynbOaHioka.

b0 THxo.

[NonkoBHuk ['ynsieB, HaKJIOHMB KPYNHYIO TOJOBY, TaK 4TO 3aMeTHa Obula OarpoBas Iies C
3aruIaTKaMu TUIACTBIPsI, KOMKaJl HOCOBOM IJTaTOK, YCTaBSICh B IO, M 9TA 000X KEHHasI IIesl ero, Mpo-
cellb B BUCKaX, CKOMKaHHbII HOCOBOM IUIATOK MoKa3anuch EpmakoBy xankumu ceivac. «[louemy on
He cripaimBaer HA 0 yem? [loueMy OH He TOBOPHUT, UTO Ha JIEBOM Oepery He OCTaJoCh HHU OJIHOTO
tienioro opynusi? He 3Haer?» EpMakoB BhIpBaI JIMCTOK W3 3aITMCHONM KHUXKKH, ObICTpO Hamucan: «Ha
TUiargapMe He OHO opynue, a aBa. [IBa ocTalbHBIX pa3OMTHI MpH meperpaBe. Ha octpoBe HeT HU
OJTHOTO OpYIHsI MOl Oatapen».

— Pazpemmre, ToBapwiIl MOJKOBHUK ? — TPOMKO ckazasl EpmakoB, oOpatnasick k Bep3eBy.

— Bompoc?

— Her, He Bomnpoc.
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W, npoBoxaemblii B3MJIsJaMU HACTOPOXKUBIIMXCA ouliepoB, EpMakoB nepeaan 3anucky nosn-
KOBHUKY ['yiisieBy, a TOT MeIJIEHHO, ITpeoaosieBast 00JIb B 1iee, 00epHYJICS K HEMY, YTOMJIEHHO 0OBe
ero YJIBIOHYBIIIEeCs JIMLIO YTO-TO OCOOO0 3HAIOLIMMHU IJIa3aMU, PA3BEPHYJI 3aMHUCKY, IPOYUTAIT U HUIYETO
He otBeTu. «I[louemy oH Momuut? YUto OH?» — BHOBb pa3pakeHHO noaymain EpMakos.

— Bompocs1? — nosropui orueriuso MBep3eB. — [lonkoBHuk ['ynses, Bam Bee scHo? Keratu,
KaXxeTcsi, BaM Mepeaaiy 3anucKy? Moxet ObiTh, OHA MPEACTABIISIET UHTEPEC [Isl BeeX ?

['ynsieB rpy3HO BeTat, OyATO OTSIKEJIEBIINI B HOTax, M MOTYAJT TaK JUTUTENBHO, UTO JIMIA 0pu-
1IEpOB HAIPSIKEHHO OOOPOTUIIMCH B €0 CTOPOHY.

— Yro Bbl MoTuuTe, Bacuiuii MarBeeBuu? — ¢ Kakou-TO HAJEKJOM CIPOCKI MOIOIKOBHUK
CaseinbeB, U Torma AJieKkceeB cKa3al:

— Jaiite Bacunuio MarBeeBruy nogymarsb. . .

— Toapuil MOJKOBHUK, — Pa3MEPEHHBIM IOJIOCOM MporoBopui ['yssieB, cCyTyaMB HIMPOKYIO
CIIUMHY, — MpHKa3 siceH. .. Ho BoT uto... W3 yeTpipex opyauil MojakoBoy Oaraper JBa Ha IJarjiapme.
JIBa pazouThl rpu nieperipase. .. Koro MHe npukaxere nocsuiath? § mpoly JONOIHUTETBHBIX OTHE-
BBIX CPEJICTB.

— JIBa? Kak nBa? — usymenHo nepecripocun Meepses. — [louemy Tak nmo3aHo J0KJaabiBaeTe?

— BuHoBar, ToBapu1l| IOJIKOBHUK, — BBITOBOpWII ['ysiseB. — 51 He Mor 3Hate. {1 BINOIHAN Bale
MpUKa3aHKe Ha CTAaHIIMK Y3J10Basl.

— C opynusiMu Mbl pelliiM, — YTBEPIMTEIbHO CKa3asl OJKOBHUK AjiekceeB. — [la, na. [punercs,
BU/IMMO, B35ITh B3BOJ B apTHONKy. [la, mpuaercs.

— ToBapuiu odunepsi! — cyxo npousnec Msepses. — Bcem HemenneHHo npucrynarts. .. Hukoro
He 3a/iepXkuBai. Bce cBOOOIHHI. . .

W3 Tera, 3 cBeTa KOMHATBl KOMaHIHMPHI OaTaIbOHOB CTAJIM BBIXOAWTH B IUIOTHYIO ThbMY
YJIOUKH, B IIIYM JEPEBbEB, HA XOJIOAHBIN BETEP, CKBO3b KOTOPBIM MOHECIUCH KOJIBIXAIOIIMECS T0J10ca:

— JIuntses, omans!

— CuBonan, naBai ciona! I'ne nmponas?

[Iponpormvie opauHAPIH TOABOAMIIN JIOMAAel OMrke K KPbUIbILY, 3aCTOSIBIIMECS JIOIIA/IH,
MPUBBIKINIKE K (D)POHTOBOM TEMHOTE, KOCWJIY IJIa3aMU Ha CBET U3 JBepeil, (pbIpKasi, IeBEIUIN BIaxX-
HBIMHA HO3ApsAMU. OCeHHUI BO3AyX ObUT 3100K; M yepHOe HeOO, BBIMBITOE B BBHICU OKTSOPbCKUMMU
BETpaMH, MepIajio CTY/IEHO, 3BE3/IHO, U SICeH M YUCT ObLI, KaK CHeKHasl topora, Mieunsiii [Tyt B
XOJIOJIHBIX YEPHBIX MTPOCTPAHCTBAX HAJ| TOM JIePEeBYIIKOM, Hal J{HermpoM, Hal HeMeIKoi 000pOHOM
T0 TIPaBOMY ero Oepery.

Komangup nepsoro 6arayiboHa Maiiop Byab0aHIOK, TSKKO KPSIKHYB, IEPEKUHYJ CHIIBHOE TEJIO
B ce/1y10, OymHIYHO cripociit EpMakoBa, KOTOpPBIH, CXOMs TI0 CTYTIEHSIM KPbUTbLIA, 3aKyPUBAJ, YAPKAT
3aKUTATKOM:

— Kanwuran, 4ro Tam 3a epyHAa Ha CTaHIIUM MTPUKJTIOYMIIACH?

— HauanpHrKa ThHITa IO CY/ OTIAIOT, KAKETCS.

— BuHoBaroro HaiiTu Jierko, — ckasan bynsOaHok. — Jlunrses, moexam!

W mycTtun KOoHsI phIChIo, oriepesxasi OpAuHapIIa.

ITonkoBHuk ['yisieB BbIIIEN HA KPBUIBLIO BMECTE ¢ AJleKceeBbIM. B jkenToM KBaapare pacrnax-
HyBIIMXcs Apeperd EpMakoB yBres ux (purypsl: HEBHICOKYIO, HAIMTYIO MONKOBHUKA [ ynsieBa, H-
HYI0, y3KoIuleuyio — AsekceeBa. V1l MTHOBEHHO B CBEKEM BO3/1yX€ 3allaxJio LIBETOYHBIM OfIEKOJIOHOM
— YHCTOIUIOTHBIN 3arax 4ero-To MUPHOTO, JaBHBIM-JABHO 3a0BITOTO.

— Kanmran EpmakoB, — ckazan AJIeKCeeB BITOJITOJIOCA, CITYCKasICh IO CTYIIEHSIM, — BbI TIOJTyYUTE
B apTIIOJIKY J1Ba Opyaus ¢ pacyetamu. JlodaBute cBoux mozei. [1o Bammemy ycmotpenuio. Hy, noporoit
MO, HY TTyXa Bam HU Tiepa! U moneid. .. monieit Oeperute, 10poroi Moii!

ITO CTpaHHOE «JOPOrOi MOit», (hpa3a «HH Iyxa BaM HH Mepa» — oOpalleHue U HEPOCToe U
HEOOBIIEHHOE — BIPYT CKa3aJIo BCE: TO, UTO ObLJIO HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3a/ B IITabe, OUeHb CEPhE3HO,
1 €CJIM 1ocIie 60s1 OH OCTAHETCsI )KUB, TO HE YCIBIIIHUT OOJIbIIe HEOOBIYHOE «JJOPOrOi MOi», He MOYyB-
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CTBYeT OOJIbIIIe HEBOEHHOTO TIOXKATHUsI PyKH AJIEKCeeBa — 3TO MEepecTynago YCTAHOBJIEHHbIE B3aMMO-
otHomeHus1. K mraby moska 1M Mojda, Ha OILyIb OOXO/sI PHITBHHBI, HATAJIKUBASICh HAa BIAXHbBIE
OT POCHI IOBO3KH, 1 EpMakoBy Ka3aiock, 4TO B CHIPOM BO3/yXE €Ile TasiI HeHYKHbIIH, OeCIIOKOSIIIHIA
3arax UBETOYHOI'O OJIEKOJIOHA, HAIOMUHASL O TOM, YTO MPOCTasi, HEIAaBHO TUXAasl )KU3Hb KPYTO U3Me-
HUJIa PYCJI0, ¥ 9TO BO30YkKIAJIO €ro.

— OpHoro He MoHMMaI, — cKka3ain EpMakoB U MIBBIPHYJ MarMpocy Mo HOTU. — 3a4eM yHU-
katbcsi niepen MBep3eBbiM? [loyeMy BBl Majio MONPOCHIIM OTHEBBIX CPEACTB sl OAaTaqbOHOB?
[Mocmotpesnu Obl Ha KOMOATOB — BCE KAANH. . .

— Momnuars! Manpuninka! — raeBHo nepedun ['ynseB. — [Ipukas ects npuka3s. Teicsiay pa3
CIpallluBail O CpeJCcTBaX — UX He JalyT, a IpuKa3 He oTMeHulb! ®nanru! — ['yinses 3710 paHyi ero
3a pyKasB IIMHeIu. — Huuero He noHumaens?

— Ha BoiiHe Be3ie pucK. DTO HETPYJHO MOHSATD.

— Monokococ! 3sa6muk! Bee ¢ puckom kuBelib, a He C yMoM !

Epmakos ckazai:

— 51 He xoTes OBl CCOPUTHCSI, TOBAPHUIIL TIOJIKOBHUK.

— Momuu! — npepsan ['ynses. — [loiinem ko MHe. [loyxkunaem. — M BHe3aIHO, Kak HMKOI/AA
3TOrO He jenai, npuTsiHy1 EpmakoBa k cebe, CTHCHYT 1o O0JM B Tuiedax. — Ycrneeib. [Jam mydrmx
Jomazen. Ycereels. .. Tyaa, yCleellb. ..
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I'naBa 5

ITo nopore B mTad 6aranboHa oH He Aymadi o Illypouke; JuIb BCKOIb3b BCIIOMHUII HACYTLICH-
Hoe juuo ['yaseBa 3a TOPOIJIMBBIM YKMHOM: TOT 3aJIIIOM BBIIWJI KPY)KKY BOJIKH, HEKCTaTHU CKa3al,
YTO JOMOM MaTepy O CBOEM BO3BPALLIEHUH U3 FTOCIUTAJISA XOTh CTPOUKY Obl YEPKHYII, U, HE 3aKyChIBas,
TOYHO CKOpee XOTeJl MPOCTUThCS, HAKOHEL] OCTaThCsl OIUH, KPUKHYJI:

— Xopka, nByx nomaneii. [Toenens ¢ kanutaHoM! — 1, Jaxe He OOHSB Ha MPOIAHUE, 3AKOHYHIT
cympauHo: — Bee!

Kaxapiil pas, xorga kanutany EpMakoBy NpuXonmyioch BBIKATBIBATH Oarapeio Ha NpsAMYIO
HABOJKY WJI, CTOS BIIEPEAM MIEXOThI, CTPENIATH IO TAHKAM, ObLJIO 3TO «Bce». «Bce» —3To KOHel| pek-
HEro, TpaHb HOBOT'O, YepPTa KM3HU U CMEPTU: CyMaCIIeIIINI OrOHb, PACKAJIEHHBIE CTBOJIbI OPYIUiA,
TOIIIHOTBOPHAsl BOHb CTPEJISIHBIX TMJIb3, CTPAILHbIE B KOIMOTH I71a3a HABOAYMKOB. DTO HA3BIBAIOCH
TIOJIBUT, IOYETHBIH MOCTYIIOK, BBI3bIBAIOIINI IOTOM 3aBHCTb Y THUIOBBIX O(PULIEPOB, OTMEUYEHHBIH, KaK
NPaBUJIO, OOEBBIM OPACHOM MJIM OYEPEIHOM 3BE3/I0UKON Ha MOTOHAX, HO TSKENBIH, rpyOblid, a3apT-
HBIi, C COJIBIO TIOTA HA TMMHACTEPKaX B TOT MOMEHT, KOI/Jla YeJI0OBEYECKUe YyBCTBA MPeJeIbHO Oro-
JIEHBI, KOTJIa HUYETO B MUpE HET, KpOME MOJI3YLIHX Ha OPyAUs TAHKOB. EpMaKkoB JI0OMJT TY MUHYThI
¥, HE 33/lyMBIBasICh, HE KaJiel HA ceOsl, HU JIIOZIel: OH YeCTHO PHCKOBAJI, YECTHO OBUT TaM, rae ObUIn
Bce. OH BepuJI B CHPaBEUIMBYIO KECTOKOCTb CyAbObl. B kecTOKOCTh K TeM, KTO ObUI YBEpEeH, UYTO
Ka)k/1asi B3BU3THYBILAs MyJIs1 JIETUT B Hero. Ha BoiiHe MHOTO pa3 ObLJIO 3TO «BCe», M CeHYac 3TO HOBOE
«BCE» He YTHeTaso, He OECIIOKOMIIO €ro OMacHOCTHIO, — HA00OPOT, OH YyBCTBOBAJ MOABEM JyXa, BO3-
OyxJIeH1e.

— JKopka, He oTcTaBaTh! — KpUKHYJ1 EpMakoB, XJIECTHYB KOHS, M pa30M CTaJI0 XOJIOJHO I71a3aM
OT XJIBIHYBILIETO U3 TbMbl BETpA.

— W ve nyman gaxe, — orBetui1 JKopka, Ha pbICH IPUTHPAasi BIVIOTHYIO KOHS K CTPEMEHU Kallu-
TaHa, — KaK YaCUKH, YCIIEEeM.

Emy HpaBuiics satot ’Kopka, sICHbIM, CIIOKOWHBIN, KK JIETHUI JIEHb, M OH CIIPOCHJI BECEJIO:

— Kyems Bce? Ectb ranersi?

— Bcee Banmm apruiepucram ocraBuil. KapmaHbl uMCThI, Kak aymia.

— Yepr Obl TeOs1 B3I, — HEONpeIeIeHHO cKa3an Epmakos.

B 3emuisiHke miTaba GataaboHa HUKOTO U3 0HLIepoB He 3actany. EnuHCTBeHHbIN TenedoHucT,
yCTaJIO JPeMaBIIMI Ha COJIOME BO3JIE alnapaTa, COHHbIM F0JI0COM COOOIIMII, YTO POTHI OJIYAca Ha3a/l
CHSUINCB, @ OH I10 NPUKa3y YXOAUT OTCI0[a MUHYT Yepe3 IBaauars. EpMakoB cipocuit:

— CBA3b ¢ apTUJUIEPUCTAMU, YTO HA OCTPOBE, ECThH?

— A Ha KOIl HaM C HUMU-TO, ToBapHIl KaruTaH? Tosbko co mradoM noska. M To cHumaemcsl.

EpmakoB pasapaxeHHO BbIpyrajics, B3ISHYJ Ha ¢ochopectupyomuil nudeponar pyyHbIx
yacoB (rmoaapok HaBoauuka Emoruna), nogo3sai KopKy, IepkaBIIero B OBOY JIOMAAEH:

— Murom ckaun B 6arapeto k KonzapatbeBy. Ckaxels: B Moe pacniopsbkenue Kpasuyka, Boo-
koBa, Ckispa u... lllype — Hu cioBa. Beex nocagute Ha Jtomanei.

— Ecrp!

— Ilopoxou. Berperumcesa B 3onorymmHe. 10 no gopore Baoab JHenpa. Ha ror. Yepes vac
ObITh TaM. Hu MunyThI ono3nanus. § B aprnonk. Hy, kak Betep!..

B yeTBepTOM Yacy HOUM ITPSAMO Ha OTHEBBIX MO3ULMAX apTIOJIKA, CTOSABILETO B Jiecy, EpmakoB
CHSUI IBa OPYZUs C MOJIHBIMU pacyeTaMH.

3pech yxe 3HamM npuka3 Veepsepa. Opyausi ObUTM NpUBEIEHBI B TOXOAHOE TIOJIOKEHHUE,
3acraHHble, HIYEro TOJIKOM He IOHMMAIOIIME COMAATHI XKAIUCh KYYKaMH Ha CTaHMHAX, 350KO KyTa-
nuck B mmHeau. Komanaup Gatapen kanuTtaH AHaHSH, C OCHHOM TaJlMell M TOHKUMH YCHUKaMH, U
MOJIOAEHBKMIA KOMaHup B3Bojia JieiTeHaHT [IpomuH Obutn TYT ke, Ha OrHeBoM. A korga Epmakos
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T0/1aJT KOMaH/ly «Ha MepeIku» 1 pacyeThl 3a0eraiv, BHIKaThIBas OPYAUsI U3 IBOPUKOB, U, 3BEHSI BaJlb-
KaMU, YOPSKKY TOIKATHIIM MIEPEJKU K OTHEBBIM, KallUTaH AHaHSIH CKa3aJl:

— ITomHwm, kak crnaio Tebe opyaus U Jofei, Tak 1 nomydaio. [ToHsn mens?

Epmakos orBeTwi:

— Jleiitenanta IpormmmHa s1 Mor Ob He Opathb. [1ycTh ocTaeTcs B Oatapee.

— Ho 3710 e Mo¥i B3BOJI, TOBapMILl KallUTaH, — YMOJISIOLIMM IOJIOCOM 3arOBOPHII JIEUTEHAHT. —
4 mporty Bac, oueHsb... MHe Hao OBbITh C JIIOIbMHU.

— CoBepILIEHHO BEpHO, — TIOATBEPANT CEPbE3HO AHAHSIH.

EpmMakoB BCKOYMJI B CyXO CKpUITHYBLIEE CEJI0; HE OTBETUB AHaHSIHY, HAllpaBWUJI JIOWIAIb K
OpyIUsIM, CKOMaHJOBaJ:

— Jlepxathb camyio KOPOTKYIO AUCTaHIIMIO. 3a MHO#M! Ma-api!

Uepes nosvaca oH BbIBEJ OPYJHs Ha 3HAKOMYIO JIECHYIO IOPOTY, [10 KOTOPOW BUepa MYaJiCcsl Ha
«Busuuce» K [Inenpy. Teneps 3ta 1opora Bena B ThUl, U IyJIEMETHBIE OYEPEIU 3a CIIMHOW, MUTaHUE
pakeT HaJl BEpLUIMHAMM JIeca, KMILEBILEro BOMCKaMU, — BCe ceituac OTAAJISIIOCh, 3aTuxaio. Y MHuIoCh
yxe EpmakoBy, 4TO B rocrnuTajge OH BOBCE HE JIeKaJl, YTO BUYepalllHee ObUIO HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB
Hazaj. [Ipocto BepHy/nIOoCh 3HAKOMOE: OHTOHHBII MOCT, II€, TPOMBbIXasl, €llle JBUTAINCh TOBO3KH,
TeMHble Oy(bl YOUTBIX JOIAIeH, pasOUThIi «CTyneOeKKep» Ha 0OOUYMHE J0pPOTrd, BOPOHKU OOMO;
BCIUTBUIO BAPYT B MAMSITH TIOJTHOE pyMsiHOE JIMIIO VIBep3eBa, MOTOM XOJIOHbIE, HEMOIBHKHbIE TyObI
lypouku, goHECCs 3amax [BETOYHOTO OIEKOJIOHA, — YyBCTBYs, UTO MEpBOE BO30YXKIEHHUE MPOIILIO,
OH PBaHYJI IOBOJ, TPSIXHYJI TOJIOBOM.

— Poichio mapi!..

Ot HeOOIIBIION AepeBEeHbKU, OMTKOM HAOMTOM ThIJIAMH, TI0 €€ YJIOYKaM, HACKBO3b IPOMAXIITNM
KyYXOHHBIM J1IbIMOM, EpMakoB 1oBepHy.1 B3BOJI Ha I0JKHYIO IOPOT'Y, B CTOPOHY 30JIOTYILIMHA; TETEPhb
OHa MeTIsIa B Jiecy BJIOJb (PPOHTA, B HECKOJIBKUX KilomeTpax oT [JHenpa. U orciona He ObIJIO BUAHO
(broeTOBOrO CBETA paKeT, He ObLIO CIBIIIHO MYJIEMETOB, JIMIIb MHOT/IA C OOBAIBHBIM YXAIOIIUM I'PO-
XOTOM PBAJICSI OMUHOKUM TSKEJIBI HEMEIKUI CHAPSI/T B CBIPOH Yallie, U 9XO0 J0JITO, 3aMupast, OpOIHIIO
10 CBOMM BO3/1YILLIHBIM TPOIIaM.

— Poicbio ma-apt!..

OH NOBTOPST 3TY KOMaH 1y, YTOOBI He 0CcaOuTh HEpPBHOE HarlpsikeHue. [ 71a3a ero 1aBHO CBBIK-
JIMCh ¢ TEMHOTOM, HO EpMakoB ckopee yraJipiBasl JOpOry, MHCTUHKTUBHO HaruOasich, KOrma 4epHbie
JIaribl eJield BIaXKHO yAApsUIM N0 (pypaxKe; CIBIIIA, KaK C3aJ1 JETOHbKO 3BEHEN BAJIbKU M1EPEJKOB,
KaK KoJsieca OpyIuil TyIO CTy4ajid IO KOPHEBUIIAM; U, OIVISAbIBAsACh, HE BUJIEN BO ThME, a IIPECTaB-
JISUT PacueTsl, LIEMKO OOJIENMBIIME CTAHUHBI U TIEPEIKH: TaM UX ObLIO MSTHAIIATH YEJIOBEK.

— Cro#i, croit! — pazgascs KpuK c3aJid ¥ 000pBajics B BI3KOU TUIIIMHE.

EpMakoB KpyTo NMOBEpHYJI JIOLIA/Ib, YAAPUJ €€ TUIETKOM, MOJACKAKA K OPYIUSIM.

—Yro y Bac euie?

Boino tuxo. Ilepoe opynue crosiio. E3noBoi, mom3ast Ha KOJEHsIX, CO 3710001 pyrasich 1iemno-
TOM, BO3HJICSI OKOJIO JIOIIAJeW BBIHOCA, CJIOBHO KHYT IOTEPSL, IUIIET CKBO3b 3yObl:

— Hory, Hory ke, ynapuiach, gypa... [Ja Hory xe...

— Beicrpeii! — noroponui Epmakos. — Uto Bo3urech?

OH HeTepnearBO COCKOYMII Ha AOPOTY.

— Boictpeii, ObicTpeld, — TOCTBIIANICS HEyBEpEeHHbIN royioc jeiteHanTa [IpommHa, U y3kas
(urypa ¢ HOTHATHIM A0 yIllel BOPOTHUKOM MpUOIM3uiIach K EpMakoBy, MOTOM psiioM OH YCIIBIIIIAI
menot: — YTo-1o oueHb TUXO, TOBAPUIIL KaluTaH. .. 3amedaete? Bo3amoxxHo, TyT erie Hemiibl? [lomo-
3pUTENBHO KAK-TO. ..

— Bo3moixkHo, [IpommH, — HacmenumBo otBeTi1 EpmakoB. — Eciiu y’k HanopeMcsl Ha HEMIIEB,
pasBepHEM OpyAMs Ha Jopore. A Ha BCAKUH CIydaid BCeria CoXpaHsiTe OAUH MaTPOH B MUCTOJIETE.
Hy? I'otoBo Tam? — U orisiHysics B TEMHOTY Ha OpPYIUs.

— T'oTOBO, — OTBETMII HEOBOJILHBIN T'OJIOC.
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— Caguce! [lepxarbcst caMol KOpOTKO# aucTanimu! Mapi!

PaccBeT oH mouyBCTBOBAJ MO TyMaHy, CHaYajla CMyTHO, OCTPOBaMH 3a0esieBIleMy B TIIyOuHe
YaIu, 3aTeM CIpaBa U ClieBa y JOporu. Bo3myx BOKpyr MOCHHEN, 3aMETHO MPOSICHIIIOCHh BIEPEIH, 1
TaM 3aKOJIBIXaJI0Ch YTO-TO HEBECOMOE, KMBOE, TPEMETHOEe, KaK OyITO Oesblil AbIM TOMO3 OT KOCTpa
Yyepe3 KyCThl Ha Iopory. MoKpeIMH MOHETaMH 3a0JIeCTe M B CTapOi Kojiee OOIUThIE pOCOM OTaBIIUe
ucThbsi. Cpa3y MOXOJOIAIIO; TI0 pa3ropsiueHHON CITUHE TPOTION3Ia Chipasi 390KOCTh, pyKaBa IIMHEIH
MOKPBUTKCH BIaroil. EpMakoB, moexuBasich, ISIHY/T Ha3a/l: POCTYNUBIIKE CHITYSThl OPYAUN JIBUTA-
JIUCh B CEPON MYTH PacCBeTa.

— MonrsaHu-uce!

BHesarHo Briepean pacniaiich jeca, 1 BHU3Y OTKPbUIACH JIONMHA, 10 KPaeB 3aJIUTast TYMaHOM.
B sTom TymaHe yraapiBasiach Onm3Kasi BOJa, 3araxjio pblOOH, CHIPOCTBIO, HAMOKIIEH OCOKOH; KyIIbI
KYCTOB pacIUIbIBYaTO TEMHEJIH, HaJl HUMH TSHYJIaCh MOJIOYHAs MIvIa. JlecHast opora 0OpbIBUCTO YXO-
auja TyAa, BHU3, B TYMaH.

— C peicu Ha miar! OpepxuBaii! — ckomanoBai EpMakoB u nonpuiepxat Jomma/is y OO0OUHHBI:
OH XOTeJI IOCMOTPETh MPU CBETE YTpa Ha OpYyAusl, Ha PACUETHI.

[NepBas ynpsiKka Ha pbICH BBIHBIPHYJIA M3 JIECHOTO CyMpakKa, CJIe/IoM — Apyrasi; yBUAEB CITyCK,
BBIHOCHBIE €3/I0BbIe OCAIMJIM TMOTHBIX, ABIMSILIMXCS JIOMAAeH; JelteHanT [IpommH, yke OTOrHyB
BOPOTHHK IITMHEIH, JIETKO MeJIbKast XPOMOBBIMH CaIlOKKaMU, TIEPBBIH CITPLITHYJI Ha JOPOTY, MOOekKa,
CIIOTKHYJICSI, CKOMaHJJOBJI TIPUTBOPHO Oozpo: «BceM opyausiM ofnepkuBaTh!» — U KHUBO MOCMOT-
Pes BOKPYI' HEECTECTBEHHO 3epPKaJIbHBIMU TOCIe OecCOHHOM HouM razamu. 1 EpmakoB moHs ero
B3IVISIL: BUJMTE, BCE XOPOIIO, HOUb MpOIUIa 0e3 OCIOKHEHUH, a Tereph YyTPO — KaK HU TOBOPHTE,
CTPAIIIHOTO HUYETO He CIyYMJIOCh! — U TIOHSUT OH MUMOJIETHBIE HeJJOOpbIe B3IJISIIbl HEBBICTIABIIMXCS
coJjiaT, Bpa3opol, HEYKIIOKE COCKOUMBIIMX CO CTAaHWH; YTPIOMbIE JIMIA, TOpYalye, BIAXHbIE OT
POCHl BOPOTHUKH, CropOsieHHble CTUMHBL [1ouTH Ha KakJOM Kperkue OOTHHKU, HOBBIE, HEYMeENO
U TYro HaKpydyeHHble OOMOTKH: HaBEpHSKAa TOMOJHEHHE U3 OCBOOOXKIEHHBIX pailOHOB. «KTO ThI
TaKoW? — MpavHoO crpammBaiu 3Tv B3nsAbl. — Kyna Hac Benemis? 3auem?» Y EpmakoB Bipyr paszo-
3JIMJICS HA KanmuTaHa AHaHsHA (KOro mocniaji?) U Ha 3TUX JIoJen (Jexaau, MUIble MOM, Ha ropsiueit
nieuke y 6a6 mog O0KOM, KOrJa Jpyrue Mep3iv B OKomax!) v, MOMOPIIHBIIKCH, TAK CUJIbHO MaxHYJI
TUIETKOM, YTO JIOHIa b TIOJ HAM IIapaxHy/1ach B CTOPOHY.

— Bcem onyctuth BopotHuku! He Tosnkarbhcst Bo3jie opyamid, a jomaasM rnomorats! [a npyx-
Hei!

Komannups! opyauid, ABa JIaIHBIX, TOATSHYTHIX CEpKaHTa OAMHAKOBOTO POCTA, TOPOILUIUBBIM
9XOM MOBTOPWJIM KOMaH/Ibl, COJIAATHI, KTO CYETJIMBO, KTO HEXOTS, OIYCTUB BOPOTHHUKH, 3a0erayim y
KOJIEC OpY/IUii, BBIKA3bIBAsl HAPOUUTYIO CTAPATEIbHOCTb.

— Jletitenant IIpommH, Beaute nepeoe opyaue. Komanaupsl opyauil, Ko MHe!

[epBast ynpsbkka TpoHyJach. E3/0Bbie YTO €CTh CHJIBI HATSTHBAJIM TOBOIbsI, KOPEHHBIC
JIOIIa ¥, X PUIIsl, MOTas TOJIOBAMH, TIPHCEIANIN Ha 3a]JHHAE HOTU; TIEPENIOK, TSIKECTHIO OPYIs HAaBAIHU-
BasICh HA KOPEHHBIX, BaJIbKaMU yJapsul 1O Horam. YTIpspKKa ciyckaiack B TymaH. Korna ke Bropoe
OpyAue HBIpHYJIO B Geliecyio Mrity, EpMakoB cTporo B3rJIsiHY/I Ha KOMaHIMPOB OPYIHiA M, HECKOJIBKO
YIUBJICHHBIH, TToMOT4al. Tlepes HUM CTPOMHO BBHITATMBAJIMCH JIBa OIMHAKOBO MOJIOJBIX CEpKaHTa,
O/IMHAKOBO OOJIbINETIIa3bIX, OAMHAKOBO I POKOILICUHX.

— Kaxercs, 51 He TbsiH, — HEMHOTO OTXOJIsI OT IIPEKHEro YyBCTBa 3JI0CTH, cKa3al Epmakos, —
HO Y MeHsI BpoJie IBOMTCS B I71a3ax. Bl uto, O:u3Helnl?

— Tak ToYHO, TOBApHII] KAlMTaH, — OTBETUJI OWH U3 CEPKAHTOB.

— Yro ke, Bce BpeMs1 BMecTe Boloere? [JaBHO Ha BoliHe?

— Tak ToyHO, TOBapHII| KalMTaH, BTOPOW TOI.

— Bbl oTkyna camu?

— VI3 MOCKBBI, TOBAapHIL KalTUTAH.

— 3noposo! 3emisiku, 3HaunT! e sxumm?
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— Ha Taranke, ToBapuil KaruTaH, a Bbl?

OpnuH 13 6paTbeB YIBIOHYIICS AETCKOW, YMCTOM YIIBIOKOW, M IPYrOH YABIOHYJICS TOXE, CJIOBHO
B 3€pKaJjie OTPa3uIoCh.

— 417 B Cokonbhukax! Hy, kak ke MHe pa3nuyarh Bac, Oparipi? Baria davums?

— Bepeskunbl, TOBapHII KarmuTaH. A B OaTapee Hac pa3jMyaloT Mo UMeHaM: cepkaHT Hukomait
bepeskun u cepxant Annapeit bepe3kuH. 9T1o ToNbKO ceiiuac Tak. Bul kK Ham npuBbikHeTe. bynete
pa3nuyars.

Epmakos 3acmesuics.

— Yepr ero 3HaeT, NMepBbI pa3 Ha BOMHE BCTpedach ¢ Onu3Heriamu! — W, mepernyBImch ¢
cely1a, cupocil: — Bel MHE BOT UTO cKaxuTte, bepe3kuHbI: COCTaB PacyeToB U3 MOMOTHEHU S ?

— Tak Touyno, ToBapui karnurtaH. 13 Cymckoii o6nacTu.

— B 60s1x 6pu? Vmu ipsimo K [IHerpy oT revek?

— Hukaxk Her, 6put1 B ogaoM 0010. Huuero. Koneuno, He coBceM.

— JlagHo, nposepio! Tlo mecram, bepeskunsi!

Cryckast KOHSI TIO TIOKaTOH JJOpOre B JIONKHY, K OPYAHSAM, OH YCIIBIIIAT CBEXHUI roJIoc JieiTe-
HaHTa [IpommHa. JlefiTeHaHT e BO30YKASHHBIM, HEBECOMO CTaBs HOT'M B XPOMOBBIX CAIlOXKKaX,
cHsisl HABCTpeuy YJIbIOKoi Boprcy Kak JaBHEMY 3HAKOMOMY.

— YT0, OTIBIX, TOBAPUII KAITUTAH?

— Kakoit otpix ? — otBeTii1 EpMakoB, ¢ BHe3aITHOIM HENPUSI3HBIO YBU/IEB HA MOJIOIOM, BECEJIOM
ntie [TpommHa ToHKMe cBeTbie yeuku. («Ilompakaer AHaHsAHY, 9TO 7 ?»). — OTABIX OyaeT Ha TOM
cBeTe, MoHsuIU? A yCbl 3a4eM, yChl?..

W, ayBcTBYys, 4TO CKazasl rpy0o, OCKOpOIsIiolie, OH HUCKOJIBKO He OCyIuI ce0sl 3a 3TO, XJIeCT-
HYJI JIOIIA b, MPOCKaKaJl MUMO OOFMKEHHO TIOKpacHeBIero [IpommHa, MUMO conaaT ¥ Opyauil, MEMO
TMIOTHBIX, TIOBOIMBIINX OOKaMH yrpsikeK. OH MHOTOe BU/IeN Ha BOMHE M 1yBCTBOBAJI 32 COOOH MPaBO
TaK TOBOPHTH C JIIOJJbMHU, TIOTOMY UYTO MIPE3UPasl «CAHTUMEHTBI» U OOJIbIIIe JPYTMX 3HAN IIEHY OIac-
HOCTH.

— Prichio ma-apr!

B necnyio pepeByIiky 30J10TyIIMHO, pacHOIOKEHHYIO B KMJIOMETpe oT [IHerpa, mpuoObuin Ha
paHHel 3ape: Haj JIeCaMu YKCTO U PO30BO MBLIAJIO HEOO, U, TOJOXKKEHHBIE XOIOAHBIM IIJIAMEHEM,
TOpEJN CTBOJIBI COCEH, CBETHJIVCh BIIAKHBIE MAJIbIE JIUCThS Ha 3eMJIe, HaJl KPhIIIIAMU JOMOB KpacHeJ M
peakue ObIMKH. B iepeBHE ObLIO MO-paHHEMY THXO; KOe-T/ie BO ABOPaX TEMHEJH MOBO3KH; TbIMUIIA
Ha OKpanHe OIMHOKAsI KyXHsI, 1 COHHBII MTOBap, TpeMsl YepIiakoM, BO3WICS Bo3jie KoTia. Ere uznanmu
EpmakoB yBuzen Ha okosmiie ButbkoBckoro. OH Ob11 6€3 MUIOTKH, OETOKYPBIH, TPbI3 CEMEUKH, CILIe-
BBIBAJI LIEJTyXy HEOPEKHO Ha IIMHENb, IOCMEUBAsICh, NieperoBapuBajics ¢ nosapom. Korna opyauii-
HBIE YIIPSKKK BBIPBAJIFICH U3 PO30BOIO JIECHOTO TyMaHa, Kopka CTpSXHY/T IPYIHIIIIYIO K IIHHETN
IeJTyXy |, TIOJIKMHYB 3arlOTeBIIMIA OT POCHI HEMEIIKHIA aBTOMAT Ha TUIeYe, BBIIIIET Ha JJOPOTY.

— B nopsiake? — 6picTpo cripociit EpMakoB, He cliie3asi U CIep:KUBasi pa3ropsTYeHHYIO JIOMab. —
Baranwon BynbOanioka 31eck? Jloneit u3 Oatapeu npueen? Buxy, nmpusen!

A JKopka cBeT10, HEBUHHO CMOTpEJ TOyOBIMH I71a3aMH B JIMIO KalKMTaHa.

— IMpusen opnoro Ckiisipa. OctanibHble — TIO-TI0! C KoHapaTheBbIM Ha Ty CTOPOHY MOIUIBUIM.
CKJIsSIp TOBOPUT: HEMIIBI Ha BCIO KaTYIIIKy OrOHb BEJIM, & OHU B 3TO BPEMS. . .

— Coscem nocamno! — nporopopui EpmakoB. — ['ne Bynwoaniok? [Toka3piBaii, B KakoW xate
mTao.

— A mATHIA I0M HAIpaBo.

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, OTJaB MpUKa3aHUe JieuTeHaHTy [IpoimHy pa3mecTuts Joaen, oH
BOLIEJ B ITa0 OaTajboHa.
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W3 xoMHaTHI NOBESJIO TEIJIOM OTHA: TYT TOIUJIACh I1€Yb. OpaaneBble 6JII/IKI/I HI'pajii Ha I'pA3-
HOU cUTIeBOM 3aHaBecke. [lepes 3aHaBecKoi, B MepBOi MOJIOBUHE, MPSIMO Ha MOJTy, B COIOME, Xpa-
TieJ1 B BOPOTHHUK IIIMHEI OOPOCIINIA COJ/IAT, Y M3TOJIOBbs HA TBO3JIE BUCENIM TPHU aBTOMaTa. EpmMakoB
TMiepeliarHy1 yepe3 CIISIero, OTAepHy/I 3aHaBecKy. Ha BBHICOKOM KpoBaTH Jiexkal HauyaJIbHHK MITada
OaranboHa cTapmmii JeiteHanT Opios, B ramde, HO 6e3 TMMHACTEPKU 1 0OCOM. 310€, IIBITAHCKOTO
Byaa JIMIO €ro ¢ TOHKUMU YEPHLIMH 6pOBHMI/I 6I>UIO MOBA3aHO ITYXOBBIM IIJIATKOM. OH BTATHBAI
CKBO3b CXKaTble 3yObl BO3/YX, MAJIbIIBI HA HOrax OeCroKOMHO IeBeurch. Ha TabypeTke, Ha pa3Bep-
HYTOM KapTe CTOsiIa HeIoNUTasi OyThUIKa MyTHOTO CAMOT'OHA, JKeCTsHAsA KPYKKa, PSIJIOM — HETPOHY-
TBHIF KYCOK YepHOTo XJieOa; IJIaHIIeTKa BaJIsIach Ha MOJTY TOJIe TPSA3HBIX CArlor.

— Ax cBosioub! Ax crepBa! — ctoHas1 OpioB, HEMOHUMAIOIIIE TJISI/ISI B TIOTOJIOK, MTPUKJIaIbIBAsI
KyJIaK K IJ1aTky. — Yto0 Teds pazopBasio, codaubs ayma! YTo Tl BO3UIIILCA? UTO BO3HIIBCS, KaK KYK
HABO3HBIN? — 3aKpUYa OH, YIIUPASICh IT1a3aMH B XyIyI0, POOKO IMPUTHYTYIO CIIMHY PaJIMCTa, KOTOPHIH
CHJEJI C HAyIIIHUKAMH OKOJIO pauuu. — YTo Thl MHE poMallKaMu rojioBy Mopouuiib? JlaBail cBsi3b!
Casi3p!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-

COOOM.
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