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Huxkoraa He gyman peikuil ckomopox CaHTH, YTO €ro KAET CyabOa UaHCKOTO
UMIIepaTopa, CHIIbHEHIIEro Mara Mupa 1 u3dpanHuka uctuaHoro Cera. /la Her,
3TO Aaxe He cyapOa. Tskkoe OpeMsi, KOTopoe He CHSTH ¢ IjIed 0 camoi cmeptu. U
HUKOMY HET JieJIa €CTh JIU CHJIBI — COXMU 3yObl M WM Briepea. Yl HUKTO He Jo/keH
BUJETH ciie3 umreparopa! He BCAKMIT OTBaXUTCS B3BAINUTH Ha ceOs TaKylo HOIITY.
Ho uto0, ecmu HeT mHOTO BhIXOAa? OcTaercs ToabKo UATH Brieped. CKOMOpOX He
noOosJICA CAeNaTh Iar HaBCTpeuy CBOEH cyaboe.
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Hap dabTeppyc
HaBcTpeuy cyan0e

IIpoJior

Bce soxpyz 3acmuino 6 Heycmoiiuugom pasrogecuu. Mazu no écemy mupy ¢ mpyoom npuxoou 8
ceds1 nocne CAYUUBUE20CSL HECKONBKO OHell Ha3ao. Kajicoviil, Xxomb HeMHO20 81a0eioujuli Mazueti, ouly-
mun omxpeimue Yeprozo Ilopmana, unuyuayuro I[1smepoix u nompsicarouqie 8000paicetue 3aKAsi-
musi Paoyoicrozo /[lpakona. ITlpagoa, mano kmo uz Kon008cKoli opamuu NOHsA, Mo NPOU30ULL0 HA
camom oene, MOALKO CaMble 3HAIOUAUE U ONbUIMHbLE CYMeNU BbIACHUMb Koe-umo. OCmanbHblX nPOCcmo
WAPAxXHYN0 MAK, YMo MHOZUE NeNHCANU NAACHIOM Yice HeOelo.

Boiina 3amuxaa cama coooi. Ilanradunvl Ha écsikuti cayuaii omowau om cmen FOxcnvix Lluma-
Oesneli. Kapeenckue césujeHHUKU nblmaaiucy NOHAMb, Yo UM 0enams 0dAbUie — 3a2080p 3a6EPUIUNCS
Heyoaueii. /la, cmapoezo umnepamopa éce e younu, HO NOSGUACS HOBbIL, OM KOMOPO2O eule Heus-
8ecmHo uezo Hcoamoe. KouesHuxu modice He nodceaanu 1e3mv Ha PONHCOH — ULAMAHBL OUYIMUNU 8Ce
«PadOCMU» MazuUecKoll OYpu u npedynpeoutt Xaos, Umao npoucxooum umo-mo Heooviuroe. Te oypa-
Kamu He Oblau U peuunu He puckosamo. Ha Manxene cpedu 6olick AnvsiHca uapuno 3ameutaments-
CMB0 — Mazu HapMazanbCKko2o0 Aauuyma, Ha KOMopulx 603142011 COALKO HAOENHCO, HAXOOUMUCDH 8
utoke, He OYOyuU 8 CUNAX XOMb UMO-HUOYOb NPeOnpuHsimo. /aéHo 3anaaHuposantoe Hacmyn.aeHue
COpBanocy, U IMo 6eCUN0 KOMAHOOBAHUE OOHeAb3sl. Bnpouem, mam modice Hawauco 30pagomulcasi-
uiue 100U, npeonovumaguiie He puckosams oe3z Haooornocmu. Ilycme xomo umo-Hubyoeb 015 Hauara
NPOSICHUMCSL, MO020a MONCHO Oydem u pucknymo. Ecau wancol Ha nobedy nosesmcsi.

Pacxonomas nanononaam umnepust 3amepaa 8 HanpsiiceHHoM odcuoanuu. Hoewlii umnepamop
NoKa HU4eM He Nposiénsin ceosl. 3az080pUUKU KOHMPOAUPOBANU 20p00A UEHMPA CIMPAHDL, 102 HAXO-
OUANCSL 8 PYKAX UMNEPAMOPCKUX BOUCK, A HA cesepe WAa Napmu3anckas eolina. Ouenv dadce akmue-
Has. Ilopoii o0un 20podok 3a Oenb mpudtcovl nepexooun u3 pyk 6 pyku. OOHaKo KpynHwle 20pooa —
Bapmuoap, Capmuoap, Hepaaean u Apuroap —npooondicanu yoepircusamn 26apoeiicKue noAKu umne-
puit N00 KOMAHOOBAHUEM MACMEPOB-HACMABHUK08 60e0z20 Opamcmeaa. Ho onu usnemozanu noo yoa-
PaMU MAMENCHUKOS, KOMOPbIX no00epicau gvicadusuiuecs: Henooanexky eolicka Kapeena u Hapma-
eans. A nomowgu éce He 0bl10. U HUKMO He 3HAnN, Npuden Ay OHA 8000ue. ..
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I'nasa 1
IIpomanue ¢ nNpouLIbLIM

3a croioM, 3aBaJIeHHBIM Oymaramu, cujiesl O4eHb CTapblii U O4YeHb yCTalblil yesnoBek. OH
MpauHO IJIs1/Ie]T B CTeHY, 3aKycuB ryOy. CTpaHa pynmiach Ha I71a3ax, BCE €ro YCHIIMsI He TIPUBOAMIN
HH K yeMy. MHOrue peleHus OKa3alanuch ONIMOOYHBIMH M TOJIBKO yCyryOuu nosoxenue. CBoe J1e1o
CTapMK 3HaJ XOPOILIO, HO MPaBUTh UMIIEpPUEN — BOBCE He ero Jeso! I'ie 3ToT rMbIpXoB UMIIepaTop
nuIsiercst, KeM Obl OH TaM Hi Obu1? C MOMEHTa OOBSIBIICHHS O CMEPTH ero BeJandecTsa MapaHa mpo-
1o Gonblie aecsaTy qHeid, a CaHTHap Tak ¥ He M3BOJMMI OOBSBUThCA B cromile. OX, HIYEro HeT
Xy’K€ CMEHBI IIPaBUTENS BO BpeMsl KpU3HCa. . .

Jlanur ap BopToH pasipaxeHHO MOTep BUCKM M OTIWJ IJIOTOK KPYTO 3aBAPEHHOro JapTa
13 MOOMMOI 3aKOIMYEHHOHN JEepPEBSHHON KPYXKKH, NOJIYYEHHOH UM M3 PYK IOJIKOBOIO MHTEHJAHTA
OoJIbILe TISTUIECATH JIET Ha3aj BO BpeMeHa 3aBOEBaHMsI CeBepHOro nodepexbsi ManxeHa. MHorue
MOTYMHEHHBIE YIUBJIEHHO KOCWJIMCh Ha MPOCTYIO COJIJATCKYIO0 KPYXKKY BCECHJIBHOTO IJIaBbl UMIIEp-
CKOM TallHOW CTpak¥, He IOHNMasl, OTYErO XOISIMI KOIIMAp MOBCIOAY TacKaeT ¢ coOoi Takoe yoo-
*kectBo. OHU HE 3HAJIM, CKOJIbKO BOCIIOMUHAHHIA OBLIO CBSI3aHO Y HEro ¢ 3TOM KpyXKKoW. OqHaX /Il
OHa Jja)ke cIiacia CTapoMy MacTepy KU3Hb.

Otpsa, B KOTOPOM TOrza ciayxui JlaHur, oTapixan nocie TSKeJaoro cpaxeHus. boimpl pas-
BEJIM KOCTPbI M HAJIMJIM ceOe BHHA, YTOOBI OTMETHTH M0OELy M HEMHOTO PaccliadUThCsl — HEYacTo Ha
BOVHE BBINAJAI0T MMHYTHI OT/IbIXAa. B 3TOT MOMEHT yMUPAIOIIKii [IaMaH rOpLEB, Ha KOTOPOro HUKTO
He 00paTW/l BHUMaHHs — JISKUT ceOe B CTOPOHKE ellle OIMH YOUTBIN, caMoe OOBIYHOE Iociie 00st
ZIeJI0 — CO3[aJT Ha TIOCTIeIHEM M3[IbIXaHWH JIEISTHYI0 MOJIHUIO, XKeJiast 3a0paTh ¢ cOOOH Ha TOT CBET
KOTrO-HHOY/Ib U3 31MaHieB. OTHAKO MOJTHUSA yIapuia B KPYKKY, KOTOPOH HHCTUHKTHBHO 3aCJIOHUIICS
Jlanur. Kak HU cTpaHHO, OHA OTKJIOHWUJIA Pa3psill, U MOJIOON OULiep BIKUI, TOJIBKO CHIIBHO OOMO-
posuiics. C Tex Mop OH CUMTAJ 9TY KPYXKKY CBOMM TAJIMCMAHOM U HE PacCTaBaJICs C HEW.

CrpaHHO Bce MOIy4YWIOCh, €ciu pa3zoOparbes. BerioMHuB MapaHa, crapuk B3oxHyn. Heus-
BECTHO ellle, KAKUM OKaKeTCsl HOBBI UMIIEPAToOp, CIPABUTCS JIM CO BCEM, UTO CBAIMJIOCH Ha DJIMaH.
Kt0 0oH, nunTepecno? beuio y JlaHura ogHO Hexopoliee MoI03peHNe, OUYeHb YK UMsl €ro BeIn4YecTBa
3Hakomo. CaHrtuap. Penkoe, ciuiikom penkoe uMs. He pbokuii jin 310 ckomopox? [la Het, Mapan
XOTb 1 OBUT CyMAcCIIE/IINM, HO BCE K€ He HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI IlepeaTh KOPOHY HAITIOMY MaJIbUMIIIKE.
Wnu nacronpko? I'1aBa TaiflHOM CTpaku MMIEPUM HEPBHO MOEKUJICS, PECTABUB, YTO €ro MO03pe-
HUe BepHO. Pkuil Beib TAaKOTO HABOPOTHT, YTO BCEMY OOEBOMY OpaTcTBY 3a CTO JIET HE pa3rpecTH.

Iosesno emte, uro B Tapcupaap Bckope rocsie cMepTi MapaHa HaBeJaluCh HECKOJIBKO MaroB-
TEJIETIOPTUCTOB, MOCIAHHBIX PEKTOPOM AKaJeMHH, YTOOBI BBISICHUTD, KAK OOCTOSAT JieJia, U I71aBa Taii-
HOH CTpaXy MOJYYHJT BO3MOKHOCTb CBOOOIHO IIEpEMEILaThCsl MEX/y TOPOIaMH CTPaHbl, OCTABILIH-
MHCsI TIO] KOHTpoJieM OoeBoro Oparcra. CTapyK JIMXOPaJOYHO TBITAJICS BBITPABUTH MONOKEHUE,
METAaJICs], He Crajl CYyTKaMM, TOJIBKO Y HErO MaJio 4TO IOJIy4asloCh, XOPOILIO XOTh — KOE-UTO YIaJIOoCh
yZepxarb.

— Cuguuib? — nocyblajcs oT ABepu BopuirBblii rosioc Keprana. — Hy, cunu-cuau, odpasuna
crapasi.

— U 1ebe Toro xe, Xppra 0071€371bIH, — He 000paunBasiCh, MONPUBETCTBOBAN Apyra JIaHur.

— 3amoTasics 5 4TO-TO, — TSIKEJIO OIMyCTUJICA Ha CTYI cTapblil Mactep. — Jlapra Hanbels?

— Jla BOH KyBIIMH CTOUT, Oepu, — OypKHYJI IJIaBa TailHOH cTpaxu. — Eme ropsumit kak Oyaro.
UYro Tam Ha ceBepe CIIBIIIHO?

— IToHeMHOry pe:xyT 3arOBOPILIMKOB, TOJIBKO CJIMIIKOM Y& UX MHOTO. OTps/bl CTapLIMX MacTe-
POB 1 HEBUJMMOK JEHCTBYIOT U3 3aca/l, BHIOMBAIOT KOMaHMPOB, 3aXBATHIBAIOT CKOPOCTPEILHOE OpY-
xKue. [IBa ckilaga yxe B Halmx pykax. PazoOpanuch Ky3Helpl C HUIM — KTO-TO U3 MHXEHEepoB AKa-
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AeMUM TpUAyMall, HO HaJ n300peTraresieM MOCMesUINCh. A TOTOM OH OecciesHo ucue3. Bugumo,
3aroBOPIIMKHY TEPEKYITIIN WM MOXUTHIM €r0 U 3aCTaBWIM padoTaTh Ha ceOsl. 3aT0 MPOU3BOIMIIH
aBTOMATBI JIOBOJILHO JTIOOOIBITHBIM 00pa3zoM. YacTh JeTalieil yepe3 AECATKH MOACTABHbIX JIUIT 3aKa-
3piBai B OpKorpape, yacts B Haprarane, yacts genanu Hamm MaHygaktypsl. [ie codupanu, moHs-
THS HE IMEI0, TYT TeOe 1 KapThl B PyKH.

— [owmy, — B3noxHy: Jlanur. — TonbKo HE A0 TOrO MOKa, CaM 3HAEIIIb.

— Ja yx 3Ha10, — mokuBan Kepran. — mneparop Tak u He 00bsBUIICA?

— Her. Dnpaapos Toxe HeT. CTapble MEPTBBI, @ HOBBIX €T0 BEJIMYECTBO, MIOXOXKE, €IlIe HE YCIIe
HaKJIemnarh.

— I'me oH nutsiercsi-10?! — B3opBaJics cTaphiii MacTep. — UTo 3a 6e30TBETCTBEHHOCTh Takasi?!

— Ecnn He 3a0bL1, B epBble MECSIIbI TIOCTIe KOPOHAIIMH UMITEPATOP HE CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO ceOst
YYBCTBYET, — OTMaxHyJics JlaHur. — CJIMIIKOM MHOToe Nojly4yaer cpasy. B rojoBe nosHblii KaBapak.
Jlymaro, mapeHs 3aces B KaKOM-TO 3aMKe ¥ BUHO KYBIIIMHAMH XJICHIET, MBITAsICh B CE0s IPUNATH.

— Jla nomHIo 51! — nocaanuBo ckpuBwics Kepran. — Tosbko He A0 NIbsTHKU cefvac, I0JIKHO e
9TO J10710aHOE BEJTMYECTBO TIOHUMATh, YTO Oefa mpuiiia?

— JIOMKHO. .. — TSKEJIO B3IOXHYJ [V1aBa TalHOM cTpaxu. — Jla BUAHO HE IOHUMAET.

— JlagHOo, 10pXxOT ¢ HUM. OT MaJILUUIIIEK HUKAKUX U3BECTUI?

— Kak ncuesnu, Tak nosHblii MOITUYOK, — pa3Ben pykamu Jlanur. — Majo Toro, JeBULIbl UX TOXE
HEe3HaMO Ky[a rnojieBaymch. Kak u He ObUIO.

— BoH oHO Kak... — omycti ronioBy Kepran. — He moiiMy $1, 4to BooOIIIe TPOUCXOTUT. Dibd
TOBOPHJI YTO-HUOY/Ib TOJKOBOE?

— Ot Hero noObenbes. Bee 3araagku kKakue-To, MpUTYH, cKasku. [1o nemy Hu4ero KOHKpeTHO He
CKa3aJl, yBUJIMBAET, CKOTMHA ocTpoyxas. OHO TOJIBKO 51 MOHsUI. Masiblibl HAIIM CyMEeJU-TaKu OCTa-
HOBUTb TBapb, koTopas 4yepe3 Yepnsiil [lopran sne3na. A BOT 4To Aaiblie ciydymsiock, Paprasib u
caMm He 3HaeT. Mopay YMHYIO CTPOUT, a He OOJIbIlie Hac C TOOO TIOHMMAaeT.

— fcHo. JlagHo, noiiay si. Hago nmogymatsh, Kak ceBepsiHaM MOMOYb, COBCEM OHU U3HEMOTAIOT,
3aroBOPILIMKHU aTaKyloT HOCTOsiHHO. Opounii Karan npeaiokns BBECTH HECKOJIBKO ITOJIKOB CBOMX €re-
peii Ha Tepputopuio umnepuu. Ha Apunnapckuii nonyoctpos. Kak mymaernis, coramarbcs?

— [Mycth BBOASAT, XyX)e He OyaeT, — oOpedeHHO MaxHyJ1 pykoit Jlanur. — C opkamul MOXHO J0TO-
BOPHTHCS, XOTh OHU CBOEH BBITO/IBI M HE YITYCTSIT.

— Bot u g gymaio: a He JOporoBaro Ji HaM UX MOMOIb BCTaHeT? — B30XHYN Keprai, BcTaBas.

Opnako yiTH eMy He yaajiochk. [IBepb OTBOpWJIACh, U HAa MOpPOre BO3HUK MOHYpbI CaHTH.
[apeHs BBIISAET BCTPENAHHBIM, YCTAJIBIM, MO IIa3aMHU BUIHEIMCh TEMHbIE Kpyru. JIUIo yHbLIOE,
Kak Oy[ITO OH TOJIBKO YTO KOrO-TO OJIM3KOro MoxXopoHuI. [louemy-To oH ObUI B TUIAIIE C KAITIOIIOHOM,
XOT$1 paHbllle TAKOH OJEk/Ibl HE MPU3HABAJT HATIPOYb.

— Ba! — obpanoBanHo BecmiecHyn pykamu Kepran. — Koro s Buky! Thl rae muisics, JopxoT
pbLKMii?!

—I'ne Hago, — OGypKHYJT CKOMOPOX, MMajiasi Ha CTyJI ¥ Oe3 crpoca HaimuBas cebe napra. — J{oOpbiii
JCHb.

— 31paBCTBYH, IpyT CUTHBIM, 30PABCTBYH. .. — MOKUBaJI JIaHUT, IOTHpast MOAOOPOIOK U 3aHH-
TEpECOBAHHO pasrisAabiBas oHouy. — Hy, pacckaspiBaii.

— A 4T0 TYT pacckasbiBaTh? — rnoxall redyamu CaHTH, ¢ HacJIaK/IEHUEM BbIIKB rOpsYMiA Hallu-
ToK. — [Toxkuparesns mbl o6patHo 3arHanu, Yepnsiii [Topran yanuroxwmim. [Totom. ..

Ha rna3zax ckomopoxa nosiBUJIMCh Clie3bl, OH pa3pakeHHO BBITEP UX PYKABOM IUIAILA U OTBEP-
HYJICA.

— Yro notom? — HaCTOpOXUJICs JIaHWT.

— Mb1 umnieparopa ymupatouiero Haiui. .. OH y MeHsl Ha pyKax ymep.

— V¥ 1e6s?! — moOnemHesN, MeIJIEHHO BCTaBas, IJiaBa TAMHOW CTPaXXW, MTHOBEHHO TIOHSIBIIHIA,
YTO 3TO O3HAYaeT. — YTO K, 3APABCTBYM, TBOE BEJINYECTBO. ..
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— Tol nonsAn? — ropsko yemexuyncst Cantu. — Jla, Thl HOHSLIL.
— INouemy 6e3 macku?
— A TO OBI THI MEHSI TI0 TOJIOCY He Y3HaJl! — CKpUBUJICS UMIIEpATOp. — Vv 1o ABMKEHUSIM.

— 3HauWT, BCE-TaKU ThHI... — 3aKycus ryOy Jlanur. Kepran BooOie BBINISAEN OITYIIEHHBIM
MBUIBHBIM MEIIIKOM U3-3a YIUIa, VIS Ha CKOMOpOXa JaXke He KPYIJIBIMHU, a KBaJIpaTHBIMHU IJIa3aMU. —
[Tpuumna?

— Borbliie HUKOTO psiIoM He 0Ka3aJloch, — YCTAJIO OObSCHUI PhUKHiL. — [TlouemMy U3 Hac mATepbIX
Mapan BeIOpan MeHs, He 3Hato. Kaxercsi, moromy uto st Hocutens CBeta. OH He pUCKHYII IlepelaBaTh
BJ1acTh ThMe — CIIMIIIKOM HempecKasyema.

— Kaxercs? — yauBwicst Jlanur. — PazBe Tbl He moMHuIIb? Hackoibko MHE U3BECTHO, HOBBIT
MMIIepaTop BO BpeMsl NepeJaur BIACTH MOTyYaeT BMECTe C Marvei naMmsTh MpekHero.

— He TonbKO mpexHero, — ¢ KUCIbIM BUIOM Bo3pasui CanTti. — BooOie Bcex MMIieparopos,
kpome DnuaHa. TombKo Kak MHE BO BceM 3ToM pa3oOpatbes, a? 51 ¢ yma cxoxy! He monumaro, rie
MOM BOCIIOMUHaHUS, rae Mapana, a rjae Boooie Kakoro-to OpoHTa, KMBIIETo CeMbCOT JIeT Hazaj!

— Ja, TeGe He Mo3aBUAYelllb. .. — COUYBCTBEHHO MokuBai Jlanur. — He 3Haio0 gase 4to v moco-
BETOBATb.

— Hudero Tyt He cnenaens! — HemOBOIBbHO OypKHYII UMIiepatop. — Bpemst Hy:xHO. MapaH BoH
TocJie KOPOHAIMU TP Mecsia B ceOst mpuxoquii. OH Mor cede 3TO MO3BOMUTh, a 51 He Mory! 3Halo,
yTO TBOpUTCS. [loToMy M nipuies.

— A 171e octasibHBIe pedsiTa? — CpocuyI OoMHUBIIHICS Keprain, Bce elie HeJoBepuYrBO MOKa-
Yy1Basi TOJIOBOM.

— B 3amke [IpuspakoB, nmpuxoAsT B ceOs 1Mocie MpeBpaIeHus B 7bIaPOB.

— Tol ux anpaapamu caenan?! — axuyn Jlanwr.

— OHM caMU Tak perii, — B3AoxHy 1 CaHTH, J0cTaBast M3 BO3yXa KPYKKY ¢ o71eM. — bynere?

— JaBaii, — meperIsiHy/IUCh CTapble MacTepa, cpasy BCIIOMHHUB OObIYHBIE (POKychl MapaHa.
CmoTpu-Ka, 1 pbikuil Tyaa xe. — OdonM.

MmmnepaTop nmocTaBuiI Ha CTOJ ellle B KPYXKKH.

— Ceetast mamsiTh! — OTHSUT OH CBOIO, BcTaBasi. Keprast ¢ JIaHUTOM MPHCOEAMHIIINCH, TOXE
BCTaB MOMSAHYTh Mapana. Benukuii umriepatop ObUT U PeIKOCTHBIN Y€IOBEK.

— IToXOpOHBI HATO OPraHMU30BaTh. .. — HEKOTOPOE BPeMs IOMOJTUAB, CKa3asl peukuid. — Teso s
aocTaBuI, oHO BHU3Y. He Gecriokoiics, Tam s JIMiia HUKOMY He MOKa3biBajl, He UIUOT.

— Cnenaem, — KuBHY: JlaHur, 3amucaB 4To-TO B TETPa/lb, JEXKABIIYIO MIepe]] HUM.

OH 107r0 M3yyalIle CMOTPEJT Ha YeI0BeKa, OT KOTOPOTo ¢ TOr0 MOMEHTA B DJIMaHe 3aBUCEIIO
Bce. Kto Obl momymar rox Ha3aj, 4To HarjIblii MaJIbUHMIIKA-CKOMOPOX, JOBOAMBIIUI CBOMMHU TITyTTBIMU
mryTkamu xkuteneid Tapcumapa 1o 6eoro KaneHusl, craneT umrnepatopoM? [la HeT, TaKOro camblii
Ooubion anTazep mpeAnoaokuth He Mor. CripaBurcs i CaHTH ¢ ackoi Homel? BocemHaaarh
net Bedpb Beero! Jla, maMsTh M OMBIT MPEKHUX UMIIEPATOPOB C HUM, HO TIOMOXKET Ji1 3T0? JIMYHOCTH
MIPaBUTEJISI TOXKE UTPAET OrPOMHYIO poJib. [1aBa TalflHOM CTpak COMHEBAJICS, CJIMIIIKOM OE30TBET-
CTBEHHBIM ObUT PbIKHIA HATJIEl, CIMIIKOM YBJIEKaoImumMcs. [la 9to Tam, MPOCTO CIAMIIKOM MOJIObIM!

— JloK1a/IbIBaii, 4TO Y HAC AENAETCs HA JaHHBI MOMEHT, — OypKHYJI IMIIepaTop, caisch. — Ja,
Ty MH(pOpMaLuIo, 4To 51 Tede mepeaalt, Thl MPOBeJ Yepe3 CBOI0 TApCHIAPCKYIO KaHIEspUio?

— Tet?! — uzymusics Jlanwur.

— Twy, mackynctBo! — ¢ qocamoui ctykHy cebs no oy Cantu. — MapaH, To ectb. ['0BOpIO ke,
HE TIOHMMAIO TI0Ka TI7ie MOM BOCIIOMHHAHHMS, a Tje uyxue. Ho 3to cytu nena He mensier. Ta cxema
cpadoTaeT Jaxe cefuac, HeCMOTPsI Ha BOCCTaHHeE.

— Ilepenan, — orBeTn crapuk. — [IoTOM JTMKBUAMPOBAJ KAPBEHCKYIO CETh, C/IENIAB TaK, YTOOBI
TMIOCJIEJHUM CTaJIO M3BECTHE O TIOJTyYeHUH LIeHHOW MH(popMary 1 cama 3t1a uagopmarms. Eme yepes
JeHb TPOILIeST TAHWYECKUI BOIUTH O MPOBAJIe — U BCE.
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— XOpo1IIo. .. — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO IOKMBAJl UMIIEPATOP, HAKPYUYMBasi HAa NAJEL] CBOM PbIKUE
BoJsiockl. — O4venp xopoino. Kak nymaens, coxpaiu?

— JIymaro coxpayu! — XuTpo yXMbUTbHYJICS JIaHWT. — CBATOIIM yKe HauaId TIepeTUCIOKAITUI0
BOICK Ha MaHxeHe.

— fcHo. Tenepp 10J10%U, YTO B UMIIEPUH.

— IOr, BKuI0Yas CTONUYHBINA U TAPCUAAPCKUI OKPYTH, B HALLIMX PyKax, — OTBETHJI BMECTO Apyra
Kepras, npomomkas ¢ HeJOyMeHHEM pa3lIsiIbIBaTh PhIKEro Oe3/e/IbHIKa, KOTOPOro He pa3 Ty
najkor B cBoe BpeMs. U 1o umneparop? Equnsiii Co3natenb, cnacu u nomuiyid! — KeBuangap ¢
apmapom ToXe yaanoch OTCTOSITH IIEHON HEMAJIBIX MOTEPhb. 3aTO IIEHTP CTPAHBI B PyKaxX 3arOBOPIIH-
koB. CeBep MOJHOCTBIO OTpe3aH, 00U TaM MpoaoyrKaoTcs. Yepes OallHu CBA3M CeBepsIHE MTOCTOSHHO
MIPOCSIT MTOMOIIY, OHU JIEPXKATCSI U3 TIOCJIETHUX CHJT, @ YTO MBI MOXeM c/iesiaTh? S oTpaBwil IECATOK
TMOJIKOB MOPCKUM ITyTeM, HO KOT/Ia ellle OHU J00epyTcs?

— Huuero, — 3nopamHo ockamuwicss CaHTH, — MBI ¢ pedsATamMu, B OTJIMYKE OT MapaHa ¢ ero j1b-
JapaMH, CIIOCOOHBI IIepeOPOCUTH Uepe3 MOPTAJIbI U IeJTyI0 apMulo, eciii ioHaaoouTces. Hocurensavu
MIEPBO3AHHBIX CHJI MBI OCTaJICh, 1a U OT PagyxHoro [IpakoHa HeMaso moydYwiu.

— Apmuio?! — B3MeTHY/IMCh BBepx OpoBu Jlanura, oH cHoBa nieperisiHy/cs ¢ Kepramom. — [a,
MOpaIoBajl Thl MEHS, TBOE BEJIMUECTBO.

— Emne Tonkom He pa3oOpasics, 94To MOTY, a 4ero HeT, — TOCKJIMBO B3I0XHYJ umrmeparop. — Ho
9TO TOYHO MOTY, BBISICHUT yke. [lepenail ceBepstHam, 4TO 3aBTpa romoiis OyaeT. [lycth pepxarcs!
PanbIie He BbIAAET, pedsaTa TOJMBKO K yTpy MpudyayT. [la v JeBYOHKH.

— Onu ¢ Bamu?

—I'ne e um emre 6bITh? HeraBHO mpucTaiv, Kak OaHHBIN JIUCT, Aeiai 1 ux baapamu. Corna-
cuICcs CIypy, TeM Oojiee 51 He B ceOe Torma ObLI, 1a ¥ TMbsH U3psiAHO. HayTpo 3a rojioBy cxBaTwics,
a mo3aHo. Kcratu, M3BMHUTE YK, HO 3aKJISATHE MOTYaHUS Ha BAaC JIBOUX 51 HAJIOKY, BEPIO BaM, HO BCe
paBHO HAJIOKY. BBl ObI HAC MO-TIOOOMY y3HAJIH, IOTOMY M HE CTaJl HUYEero CKPhIBATh, & BOT JAPYTUM
3HATh HE CJIe/lyeT.

— O yem peub, — noxai mwiedamu Kepran. — Cunraens Hy)HbIM — HakJ1agpiBail. Ho BoT 3a 1o,
YTO KOJJOBAJ CIbsIHY, JpaTh TeOs HAaIo!

— Hapo. .. — rpyctHo cornacuics Cantu. — Cam TIOTOM efiBa He YOKHYJIcs. bonblie He Oymy,
OJJHOTO ypOKa XBaTuJio ¢ rojioBoi. Het, Hy Kak ke 310? fI — 1 Bapyr ummneparop?! [lo cux nop nose-
pHTH HEe MOTY, a JIeBaThCsl HEKY/Ia.

— JIa, OT 3TOrO JO/Ira HUKY/AA HE ICHEIbCA. . . — COIVIACHO NoKMBaJ Jlanur. — Paj, 4to XoTh 4TO-
TO nposicHuiIock. CTpaHy criacath HaM, OOJIbIIIE HEKOMY.
— 9TO TakK... — YHbUIO OTO3BAJICSI UMIIEPATOp. — DIIbJapsl €llle HYXKHbl, KAK BO3AYX HYXHBI, y

MeH$ X BCETO JIBeHalaTh, Karlis B MOpeE.

— JIBenaaiars? — nepecripocui Kepran. — A KTo JBeHaALATHIN-TO?

— OauH U3 cTapbiX 4yJOM B KUBBIX ocTtayics. $1, korma B 3amok [Ipu3pakoB mociie cmeptu
Mapana BriepBble lepeMecTuics, BAPYT 30B yciblal. KTo-To MeHs 3Baj, oryasiHHO 3Basl. CaM He
MOHUMas, YTO JIeNalo, IOTSHYJICS HABCTPeuy, ¥ Ha MOJTy NIepe/io MHOM MOSIBUJICS YMUPAIOIIUI Yello-
Bek. OH MMojIcKa3ali, Kak ero BeUieunTh. CYacThe, 9TO OH BBIKHII, O€3 ero OMbITa He 3Hal0, Kak pedsaTa
CITPABYJTUCH OBI.

— XOTb OIVH OIBITHBIA YeJIOBEK B Balllell OeCIyTHOW KOMMaHUM! — 0OJIerYeHHO YIBIOHYIICS
Jlanwur. — U to Gnaro.

— Ecrb ernie oiHa Belilb, 0 KOTOPOU 51 X04Y TeOsI MOMPOCHUTb.

— Kakas? — npunonHsin 6poBb I71aBa TAHOW CTPaXHU.

— M1 ipuBenu ¢ coboii u3 Haprarans napssi, — mpogo/kui uMriieparop. — [lomaub? Dxe ke
Cure, BTOpOI HaClIeAHUK MTPecTosia KoposieBcTBa. e on?

— B Tapcunape, — ¢ HeroymeHueMm noxai miedamu Jlanur. — B kazapmax. A 4yro?
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— [Iporry cpouHo B3sThes 3a €ro ApeccupoBKY. U fpeccupoBaTh Tak ke, Kak HaC B CBOE BpPEMsl.
Sl naHupyio BBIyUMTb €0 Ha TOPHOTO MacTepa ¥ BO3BECTU Ha Ipecton — ¢ Hapraranem Bce paBHO
MIPUJETCS YTO-TO JeJIaTh, U CBOM KOPOJIb HAM HUKAK He romMeriaeT. [JoMrumMo Toro, napHio mpurogurcs
OIBIT TAHOTO, Al EMY HECKOJIbKO YPOKOB.

— Cpenaem, TBoe BennuecTBo. [1nan xoporil, HUYero He ckaxy. Mory ero BooOIe B yYeHUKH
B3SITh, JABHEHBKO Y MEHsI YYEHUKOB He ObLIIO.

— OTIMYHO, — Pe3KO KUBHYJI UMIIEPATOP.

— TenenopTrucToB y HAC MJIO OCTaJIOCh, — B3AOXHYJI JlaHWT.

— BynyT. Bckope OynyT. IToka npuaercst 0OXOOUTLCS TeMH, 4TO ecThb. Ellle Heaemo-apyryio.

-A...

— He ceituac, moropopurth erie ycrieeMm, — 00OpBajl cTapuka cKoMopox. — M3BuamM. Ckaxu
JIy4llle, YTO CTOMUT C/IeNIaTh B TIEPBYIO OUEPE/b.

— Tlokaxucek Be3fe, re TOIbKO CMOKEIlb, — IOCOBETOBAJ IJIaBa TallHOM cTpaxu. — [lomyrai
Hapoj1, YTOOBI 3HATM — X03s1H npuiesn! [la v moau cpa3y yCroKOSITCS, a TO CITXH MOIILTH, YTO UMITe-
paropa Ha camoM jeste HeT. Koe-KTo BooOiiie BOIUT, 4YTo nMIiepun KoHell. ToJIbKO MaHWKK HaMm Helo-
CTaBaJIO B NpUJAaYy K MPOYUM pPalOCTIM.

— Ilokaxycs, — 3noBenie ycmexHyJcs Cantu. — Jla, kaHiyiepa cerons xe B orctaBky! Huuro-
’KECTBO TIOJIHOE, HU HA YTO He rofieH. BbI30BU-Ka MHE, IpyKHIIIe, IJIaBy TOProBOi rmjibauu. B kabu-
HeT KaHipiepa. CpoyHo!

310 OBUIO CKa3aHO HACTOJIBKO MMO-MapaHOBCKH, YTO JIaHUT HEPBHO B3JPOTHYJI, IOAXBATUIICS C
Kpecia 1 nokJoHwiIcs. Koria nMriepatop roBOpUT TaKMM TOHOM, CJIeAyeT OMYUHATHCS cpasy u 6e3
npepekanuii. HecMotps Ha To, yTO 31O Apyroi ummneparop. OH, BUAMMO, JOCTATOYHO YHAC/IEA0BaI
OT MpEKHEro. A pa3 Tak, TO HEBaXHO, KeM TaM OH ObUI /10 KopoHatmu. Tenepp CaHTHap — BiIaabIKa
Omuana. CTpaHa MOMIeT Ty/Aa, Ky/la OH MOCUUTAET HYXKHBIM ee noBecTd. CTapuK OueHb Ha/esUICcs,
YTO 3TO He OyAeT Jopora B IPOMNAcCTh.

Mmneparop HakMHYJI Ha FOJIOBY KAaITIOILOH, €r0 JIMLO CKPbUIA TYMaHHasl AbIMKa. 3aTeM IoMaxail
CTapblM MacTepaM Ha MpOILIaHKe U UCYe3 B MOpTaJIe.

— Kak xe tak? — 3agan puropuueckuil Bonpoc Keprai, nagas Ha crys.

— A BOT Tak, — pa3Bes pykamu JlaHUr, HalMBasi B CBOIO KPYXKKY OCTBIBUIMUI JapT. — JlopxoT
MeHsI IoOepH, eCl 51 XOTh YTO-HUOYa» MoHuMalo. JlaqHo, MapaHn ymMmupas, HUKOro OOJblIe psaoM
He Obu10. Ho mouemy o DHera nHe B3s11? Kyna mydrie 610 061, yecTHOE c10BO. Hazeroch, Maibunk
HE HaJeJIaeT CIIMIIKOM CTPAIIHBIX OIMIMOOK.

— Bot-BorT... — MpauHo OypkHy:1 Keprasn. — TonpKo HafeAThCsl HAM U OCTaJIOCh.

Canru BbILLIEN U3 TIOPTaJa B IPUEMHON KaHIylepa. TaMm opaiu Apyr Ha Apyra HECKOJIBKO pa3o-
JETHIX B MyX U Mpax BeJbMOokK. Ha mosiBUBIIIErocst UMmepaTopa HUKTO He 00paTyjl BHUMAaHHUSI, KpoMe
ceKkpeTapsi, IOJIHOBATOIO MOJIOJOIO YeJIoBEeKa B cepoM KocTioMe. OH MUCKHYJI OT y’kaca U CIoj3 MOJ
CTOJL.

— Hy, 1 kakoro gopxota? — XOJIOZHO CIIPOCHJI UMIIEPATOP, €T0 TOI0C ObLIT TYJIKUM, IIPOOUpat
IO KOCTEH, 3aCTaBIIsUI €KUTHCA.

BenbmMoxy OMIsSIHYINCh, YBUJEIN MPauHylo (pUIypy B IUIAIIE CO CKPBITHIM TYMaHOM JIMLIOM
Y 3aMOJTYaITH, CTaB TAKUMHU Xke OJISAHBIMH, KaK U CeKpeTapb, OCTOPOKHO BBIISIBIBAIOIINN M3-TIO]
CTOJIA.

— Iouutn BoH! — mpe3putesbHO OpocKII ero Benmvectso. — [aganpiumku!

Beicokue JIopabl OCHEMNIN BBIIIOJIHUATG IPUKA3, HE PELIMBILNCH CKa3aTh HU CJIOBA, TOJIBKO
pa3 3a pa3oM KJIaHSUIUCh, OTCTYyNasi ciMHamu Briepe. OJJMH HATOJNKHYJICS Ha CTEHY U yIiall, IOKUHYB
3aTeM MMPUEMHYIO Ha YeTBepeHbKaxX, YToObI He TepsATh BpeMenu. Hoswlil mmmneparop! Kro 3Haer, yero
OT Hero x/Jark. JIydmie He puckoBars. .. [Ipukaxer Ka3HUTh, U BCE.
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— A e Kyga? — psaBkHYs1 CaHTH CEKpeTapio, MOMBITABIIEMYCsI YCKOIB3HYTh BMECTE C JIOPIAMH. —
Ko mne!

— B-Barie B-BeIMYECTBO. .. — 00OpeYeHHO NPOOIesT TOT, BO3BPAIIIASICh.

—V cebs? — mokazai Ha JIBepb KaOMHEeTa KaHIyIepa uMIeparop.

— II-n-g-a-a-a... — ¢ TPYJOM BBIIABWII U3 ce0sl CeKpeTapb, TPSCSCh, KAK JIMCTOK IO/ BETPOM.

— WUnu, — ormiyctin ero Cantu. — Moskelb UCKaTh cede APYryio padboTy, TBOH YCIIyTH OOJIbIIe
He TpeOyIoTCsl.

Mortozioii 4enoBeK MOKJIOHWJICS U ONPOMETHIO BbUIETEN M3 mpreMHoi. Ha ero mranax men-
JIEHHO Pacron3ajoch MOKPOE TISITHO.

Wmmnepatop ¢ HejoyMeHHeM MTPOBOIMII €T0 B3IJISIOM M IO IyIedamMu. Yero oH Tak 6outcsi?
[TpoBoposascs, uro in? [JopxoT ¢ HUM, Aaxe eciu Tak. Hekora BOpoB Haka3biBaTh, He BpeMsi. CaHTu
TOJIKHYJ IBepb KabuHeTa 1 Boien. [To BocnomuHanusiM Mapana OH 3HaJ1, Jero aatb. HecycBeTHast
pockorib. C Kakoy CTaTH MPeXHUIA NMITepaTop TePIIes 3TOro OECrosye3HOro YeaoBeKka B KaHiiepax?
Cam 1o cebe 1 masnbplieM He [IeBEIbHET, J000e JesI0 JieslaeT TOJIbKO U3-11o71 nayiku. Het, emy Takoi
KaHIIep He HykKeH.

3a MOHYMEHTAJIbHBIM CTOJIOM HalIPOTUB BXOJIA CU/IEJT BAJIbSIKHBIHA CEJON MYKUMHA B IIIEIKOBBIX
ofiesIHUSIX. YCIBIIIAB 3BYK OTKpBIBIIEHCS ABEPU, OH OYpKHYJI, HE MOJHMMAs TOJIOBBI OT Oymar: «f1
JKe CKaszaJl, s 3aHAT!»

— Berars! — npukasan Canru.

VBuzeB nepen coOoi MMIlepaTopa, KaHIIep CYIOPOKHO AEPHYIICS M MOXKENTeN, 00peUYeHHO
YCTaBMBIIMCh HA TyMaHHYI0 MacKy. OH MeIJIEHHO MOJHSUICS HAa HOTH U 3aMep, He 3Hasi, Ky/a JIeBaTh
ApOoXallue pyKu.

— Bariue BenmuecTso. ..

— 3napascTByiite, Jiopa ap Taop, — XOJIOIHO cKa3al UMIepaTop. — X0ouy y3HaTh, YTO BbI C/IENIAIIN
3a BpeMs Kpusuca. U He mymaiite, 4to pa3 st He MapaH, To He B Kypce Ballix Jejl.

— 4 He mymaro... — B3OPOTHYJI TOT. — Baiiie BeruecTBO, yMOJISIIO CHSTh C MEHsI TOJTHOMOYH ST
kaniiepa! 4 ne cripaBisitocs! Ipocrute. ..

—Pap, 9to BB camu 9TO IPU3HAIIH, — IMIIEPATOP B3AOXHYJI ¥ IOCPEACTBOM HECJIOKHOTO 3aKJIU-
HaHUS JI0CTAJl U3 BO3/yXa KYBIIMH C MApSIIUM JIAPTOM, CTAalllUB €ro mpsMo u3-moj Hoca y Jleka,
npulneaero Ha KyxHio 3amka [Tpuspako 3a Tem xe. ['opell pacTepsHHO BBIpyrajcs U MOTPO3UIT
KYJIAKOM B TIOTOJIOK, Cpa3zy COOOpasuB, KTO 3TO MocTapaics. — bynere?

— Bnaronapio, HEeT, — MOMOTAJI TOJIOBOM KaHILIED.

— Xopol1o, JI0JOXKHUTEe COCTOSIHUE Je]T Ha CerogHsl U Moxere ObIThb cBOOOAHBI. He 3a0ynbre
TOJIBKO OCTaBUTh PETaJIUU.

Jlopn ap Taop npunsica noknaapiBath. [Io Mepe Toro, kak KaHiyiep pacKkpbiBaj Mepes HUM
KapTUHY MPOUCXOJSAIIETro B cTpane, CaHTH CTAaHOBMIIOCH Bce Ooliee He 1o cede. DKOHOMUKA UMITEPUH
3a Tpoleanme co cMepTi MapaHa JBeHaauaTh JHel Jaja OCHOBaTebHYI0 TpeumHy. OTCyTCTBHE
CBSI3M C CEBEPOM U IIEHTPOM CTPaHBl CHIIPAJIO CBOIO POJib, TOPrOBOE COCIOBUE MPEANIOUUTATIO HE
PUCKOBaTh, CBOpAuMBasi onepanyy. TOpropisi MoYTH MPEeKpaTuiach, B DMaHaap, Kak U B OCTAJIbHBIC
KpYIHbIE TOPO/a, YKe HECKOJIBKO JIHEeW He TIOABO3UIN MPOoAoBOIbcTBHE. CKIlaabl ObUIM MOKA TOJHBI,
HO HAJIOJTO JIM XBaTUT 3anacoB? MmmepaTop cuMTall, YTO HEHAAO0Jro, OCOOEHHO, €CJIM BO3HUKHET
naHuka. Bumumo, npuaeTcst moka3arbCesi JMOAsAM, ITyCTh YOesATCs, YTO Y HUX CHOBA €CTh MMIIepaTop,
BBICTYMAIONIWIA TApaHTOM CTaOWIbHOCTH. HO B Takoil cHTyalluy Hy)XeH TOJKOBBIA M PELIMTETbHBIN
KaHiyiep. A rae ero B3aTb? Cam CanTu, Onarogapsi naMsTy MPEeKHUX UMIIEPATOPOB, XOPOIIO BIIaIe
OCHOBAaMH YITpaBJICHUsI ¥ IOHUMAJI, UTO JII000e A0 IOKeH Jenath npodeccronan. [oxoxe, mydre
IJ1aBbl TOPrOBOW I'MJIBAMM HUKOTO He HalTH. Ho OH cTap ¥ HEM3BECTHO COINIACUTCS JIM BE3TU TaKOM
BO3.

— Y10 X, CHUMAIO C BaC MOJTHOMOYHMSI KaHIIepa UMIEpuu, Jopa ap Taop, — HErpOMKO cKazas
CaHTH, Korja TOT 3aKOHYMIL.
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BrIBIIMi KaHIIep ¢ SIBHBIM OOJIerdeHreM TOKJIOHWIICS M JOCTal U3 celidha OONbIIyIo rocynap-
CTBEHHYIO neyath. [10JI0KIIT ee Ha CTOJI, 3aTeM BBIHYJI U3 KOIIesIsl HeOOBILON JKe3JT, YKa3bIBAIOLHIA
Ha paHT €ro BJIAJIENIbIA. DTOT Ke3J1 CIYKUJI KJII0YOM K ITITABHOMY UMIIEPCKOMY apXMBY U COKPOBHUIII-
Huie. PaboTtait TOMBKO B pyKax KaHIyepa, YTBEP:KISHHOTO MMIIEPATOPOM, sIBJISISICh Ha CAaMOM JieJie
MaruyeckuMm apredaxkToM.

— Brnaronapio, Bame BenmaectBo! — ¢ aTviMu ciioBamu Jiopy ap Taop MOKUHYIT KaOWHET.

Ciyxu 0 TMOSIBJIEHUM HOBOTO MMIIEpaTopa HECIUCh IO JIBOPILy, oOpacTas 1o jopore Oecuuc-
JIEHHBIMH, TIOPOI BOBCE Yk HECypa3HbIMM JIOMbICIAMH. [ OBOpWIIM, OH C X0y INpHKa3al Ka3HUTb
HECKOJIBKUX JIOPIIOB, IIBBIPSUICS MOJIHUSIMUA B OCMEJIMBUIMXCS TPOTUBOPEUYUTH, TPO3EH M CTPAILIEH,
KyZla Tpo3Hee M cTpariHee rnpexnero. OqHako OONBIIMHCTBO JIOAeH 0OOIPUIIO MOSIBJIEHHE TPO3HOTO
umneparopa. Takoil cymeeT HaBeCTH TOPSIIOK !

CoOpatbcs ¢ MBICISIMH 32 KpykKo# japra CaHTi He ynanochk. Bckope B aBepb mocryyanu, u
B KaOWHET BOIIIEeJ Xy/I0i O0raTto OfieThlii CTAPUK, OMUPAIOIIMIACSA HA PE3HOHN TIOCOX YEPHOTo AepeBa.
[TamsaTe Mapana 11o3BosniIa HOHSATH, YTO NIEpe]] HUM IJ1aBa TOProBOM MMJIbJUM DJIMaHJapa, 3aHUMaB-
M TOJDKHOCTH KaHIyiepa J1o jopaa ap Taopa.

— Bame BenmuecTBo! — HU3KO MOKJIOHWICS CTapUK. — MHE COOOIIMIIM, YTO BBl XOTUTE MEHS
BUJICTb.

— 3apascTByiiTe, roctioguH Patexu, — Bcran Canru. — [Ipoxonute, cagurech. Xorure jgapra?

— He otkaxych, — moutu He3aMeTHO YiIbiOHYIICs TOT. [IpuaTHO, KOr/ia K Te6e XOpOIIIo OTHOCHTCS
caM UMIeparop.

— Borock, MHE npueTCst TPOCUTD BaC CHOBA B3AATh Ha cedst 00y3y — cTaTh KaHiiepom, — CaHTy,
HAJIMB CTapUKy JiapTa, cpa3y B3sul Oblka 3a pora. — Jlopn ap Taop He cripaBWICS B KPUTHIECKOU
CUTYaIIUU.

— Ox, Bamie BenmuecTBo. .. — Tskes0 B3I0XHYJI rocrioguH Parexu. — MHe mouTy BOCEMBbIECST
JIeT. ..

— Ho Gosnbinie HEKOMy, a cTpaHa Ha TpaHU pas3Basia.

— HyxeH Kro-HHOyIb MOJIOJKE U peluTesibHee MeHsI, — OTPUIIATeIbHO TTOKAJall rojIoOBOM CTa-
pUK. — Mory npemjiokuTh MOEro cpeHero chiHa. He 1oHo1a, copok BOceMs JIET, KyIell U XO3s1il-
CTBEHHHUK OT OOra, MHE U B TOJIOBY HE NMPUXOAWIM MHOTHE XO/ibl, UM MpHIyMaHHble. PoxaeH as
OOMBIINX JIeJl, B TOProBiie eMy TecHo. He momymaiite, 4To s1 XOuy CHIHY TEIUIOE MECTEUKO odecrie-
YHTh, 3HAI0, YTO ITO 32 aJcKas padoTa — KaHIiepoM ObITh. Ecii mo-HacTosmemy, koneuHo. Ho Pruon
CIPaBUTCS, U3BOPOTIIMBOCTH U CMEKAJIKA EMY HE 3aHUMaTh, [1a U OIbITa TOXE.

— Mapan noBepsi1 BalleMy MHEHHUIO, Bbl €r0 HM pa3y HE MOIBOJWIM, — HEIPOMKO cKaszall
Canru. — [locnenyio ero npumepy. Ho cripammBars crany crporo. I'ie nckarp Batero cbiHa?

— B konTOpe kommnanum «Patexu-miaaaimvii U CbIHOBbsi», Bropas 3enenas ynuia, 7. 3to B
paiione Illapanan.

CkOMOpOX 3HAJ TeMEePh CTONMUITY KaK CBOM MSITh MAJIBLIEB, TOTOMY Oe3 Tpy/Ja BCTIOMHIJT Ha3BaH-
HyIo yauity. Co3aB mopTaj ObICTPbIM 3aKJIMHAHMEM, OH CYHYJT B KOIIEN b Perajiiy KaHIjiepa v MoKa-
3aJ1 Ha TYMaHHYI0 AbIMKY rocrioguny Parexu. Tot ¢ gocronHcTBom npocienosai Tyga. CaHtu cry-
AT CJIEZIOM M OKa3aJICs Tepeji OONBIINM MATUITAKHBIM JOMOM, YKPAIIEHHBIM BHIBECKOW TOPrOBOM
KoMmmaHuu. Bokpyr cHOBajio MHOXkeCTBO Jiiofei. OJJHAKO BCKOPE KTO-TO 3aMeTUJI MpayHylo (pUrypy
B IUIAIE C KAIOIIOHOM, U TI0 TOJIe Mmodeskal onacauBblii menorok: «Mvmneparop! Imsoure, cam
uMmneparop!»

— Ilpoury Bac, Bare BesmuyecTBO! — MOKJIOHWICS CTapHK, IMOKa3aB Ha BXOJI, BO3JIE KOTOPOTO
3aMepiM JBOE U3YMJIEHHBIX 10 OHEMEHUS OXPAaHHUKOB.

Canru Bol1ie, IOCMENBAsICh MO/ KaIOIIOHOM HaJl OTPSCEHHBIMU JIMIIAMU COTPYJHUKOB KOM-
MaHUM, YBUIEBIIUX HEOOBIYHOTO MOCETUTENS. A KpyINHas KOMIIaHHs, HE OfHa COTHSI YeJIOBEK 371eCh
ciayxut. aTi naneko He MpHIIUIOCh, KAOMHET BIaJiesiblia pacrosiarajics Ha epBoM dTaxe. 3aaep-
’KaTb UMIIEpaTopa HUKTO HE OCMENIWIICS, TeM Oojiee UTO ero COMPOBOXKAAT OTell X03uHa. B xabu-
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Hete CaHTH IOHPABUJIOCh — HUKAKOM POCKOIIIH, Cyry0o AenoBasi 0OCTaHOBKa. Boreammx BCTpeTu
CPeIHMX JIET TIOATSHYTHINA yesoBeK. JIbIcoBaThIf, C HEOOIBIION TEMHOM OOPOIKOW, OH MPOM3BOIUI
CTpaHHOE BrevarieHne. EMy xoTenoch JOBEpUThCS, HO OIHOBPEMEHHO Ka3aJloCh, YTO B JlyllIE TOP-
TOBLIA TOPUT OTOHb HEYJOBJIETBOPEHHOCTHU. Jlake 1Mo mepBoMy BIEYATIEHHIO ObLIO TIOHSITHO, YTO 3TOT
YeJIOBeK CIIOCOOEH Ha MHOTOE.

— Barie BenyecTBO! — HU3KO MOKJIOHHUIICS XO35IMH KaOuHeTa. — Bbl oka3biBaeTe Hallei KoMm-
[IaHWY OIPOMHYIO Y€CTh CBOUM BU3UTOM !

— JoOpwiit nenb! — kuBHy T Canth. — $1 K Bam 1o feny, rocnionuH Parexu.

— Pan ciyxuth Bam, — CHOBa MOKJIOHUJICS TOT.

— O#i, ocTaBbTe LIEPEMOHHUHU, — OTMaXHYJICSI UMIIEpAaToOp. — MHe peKkOMeH10BaJIv Bac, KaK OIbIT-
HOT'0 XO3HCTBEHHUKA, CTIOCOOHOTO CIPABUTHCS C YIIPABJIEHUEM KPYITHOW KOMITAHUEH, HaXOIsAIIeHCs
B Kpusuce. IT1o Tak?

— Hagetock, 4to Tak... — HEyBepeHHO KMBHYJ Toprosell. Uto numeer B Buay Ero Bemuectso?

— BoOT 5 1 pel npuriaacuTh Bac 3aHATHCA YIPaBJIEHUEM caMOM KPYITHOI KOMIIAHUEN MUpa.

— D70 Kakoi xe? — uzymuics Patexu-muiaaimui.

— Nmnepueit! — xoxorHyn Canrtu. — [peanaraio BaM AOKHOCTh UMIIEPCKOTO KaHIIEPA.

— Ho... — BHITSHYJIOCK JIUIIO TOPrOBIIa, OH HeBepsiiie cMoTpesn Ha Ero BemmuectBo. — 4.

— Cornainaiicsi, CbIHOK, — [TOCOBETOBAJI U3-32a CITMHBI UMITEpaTopa OTell. — 3a TBOMMU KOMITaHU-
SIMU TTPUTIISITAM, He OPOCUM Ha IPOU3BOJI CyAbObL. Thl BCeM HaM MIOMOKEIIIb, €CIU CyMEeIIIb MOPSIIOK
HaBecTH. CaM 3Haelllb, YTO JeJIaeTCsl.

— 3Hao... — B3I0XHy1 Parexu-miaigmmii, B €ro rjasax I[OCTENEHHO pa3ropajicsi OrOHEeK
azapra. — Pa3 Tak, cornacen, Bame Benimuectso! JlaBHo. ..

On 3amomyalt, 000pBaB cedst Ha MOJTYCIIOBE.

— Yo — «J1aBHO» ? — IOMHTEPECOBAJICS] UMIIEPATOP.

— JlaBHO XOTeJ Koe-KaKkue 3aJyMKH! OIpoOOBaTh.

— Bor u onpoOyiite. [laio Bam nonHbii kaptT-Onanmi. [efictByiite. Ho 3a pe3ynbrar cniporiry
crporo, yurute. CTpaHa Ha mopore rojioia, B ropoja nepecrajio MNocTynars NpoJoBOJIbCTBUE, Y ApMUN
HEJI0CTaTOYHO ypaska. Jla uTo s roBOpIO, BBl HE XYK€ MEHsI IOHUMAETe CUTYALUIO.

— Ilymaio, TOHUMAIO, — pe3KO KMBHYI Toprosell. — Ho Kak ObITh ¢ COOCTBEHHOCTBIO JIOPAOB HA
3eMITI0? 3eMJIeBIa/IeIbIIbI JTI0ObIe MOU CEephe3HbIe HAUMHAHUS TOPMO3UTh CTAHYT, CJUIIIKOM OHU UM
HEBBITO/THBI.

— Pemmm Bonipoc. .. — B rosioce umneparopa ciislianach Becesas 310cTb. — Hemaio apucrokpa-
TOB MCMIAUYKAHO yJacTreM B 3aropope. [1punuio Bpemsi HeMHoro ux norecHuTs. Eiie onHo. Ipomy Bac
MOyMaTh O MOCTPOMKE OpYKENHBIX MaHy(akTyp. Bckope apMusi HAUHET EPEBOOPYKATHCS, OPYKUS
MOHAI00UTCS OUeHb MHOTO. 51 TOBOPIO 00 aBTOMAaTax 3aroBOPIIUKOB.

— Ho y Hac Bezb ocTanachk efa Jil TpeTh OT NIPEKHEN TEPPUTOPUU. .. — IpUIIypuicst Patexu-
MJIAIIUHA.

— Henaponro, — 3aBepui ero ummneparop. — Ckopo Bce BepHeTcsi Ha Kpyru cBosi. M kapBeHckas
CBOJIOUb TIOXKAJIEET, UTo MoJje3a. S HuJero nmpouars cBATolaM He HamepeH. Ha ceil pa3 umnepus
pasnaBut KapBeH okoHuaTenbHO. XBaTUT!

— OueHb paj CAbIIATh, — HIUPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS] TOPrOBEIl.

— B Takom ciyuae, He Oynem TepsATh BpeMeHu. Vimenem DnuaHckoit nmrepun! Puon Parexu-
Mtaamii! [OTOBBI JIM BBl IPUHSTH PErajiiil UMIEPCKOTro KaHiyepa?

— TI'otos, Barie BesimuecTBO! — ommycTuiics Ha OAHO KOJIEHO TOT.

— KusiHeTech 1 BBl 4€CTHO MCHOJHSATH BO3JIOKEHHBIN Ha Bac Aoar? KissHetrech v Bl PHJIO-
JKUTh BCE CBOW CWJIbI, 3HAHWS U YMEHUsI PaJy IPOLIBETAHUS POAUHBI?

— Knanycs!

— Jla Oynet Tak! — BHITSAHYI BIiepes ke3n KaHiyiepa CaHTH.
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Bokpyr xe3/a mosBUIIOCH KeJITOBaTOe CBEUeHKe, OHO TIOCTENeHHO CBETIENO, TOKa He CTajio
OenbM. 3aTeM oKyTasio (purypy Toprosiia. M3 HIOTKyIa IpO3ByYasio HECKOJIBKO 3BYYHBIX aKKOP/IOB,
TMOJTBIXHYJIA MOJTHHS, U BCE 3aKOHYMJIOCH.

— Iozapagnsio, rocnoauH KaHIyiep! — cka3aa uMIeparop, BpyJas ke3i1. — BoTt Gosbliast rocy-
JapcTBeHHas mevats. [Ipoiiry, He Tepsisi BpeMeHH, 3aHAThCS JIeJIOM, HeOOXOAUMO KaK MOXKHO OBICT-
pee BO30OHOBUTH MOCTABKM MPOAOBONILCTBHSA. Ellle pa3 MOBTOPsII0 — Bbl MMEETe HEOTrpaHMUEHHBIE
MoJIHOMOYH !

— Cpenaro, Baiie BeiuecTBo! — HU3KO MOKJIOHUJICS TOPTOBEIl.

OOroBOpMB C KAHIIEPOM €Ille HeCKOJIBKO BaKHBIX BOMPocoB, CanTu norporaics. CIUIKom
MHOT'O €My MPEJICTOSIIO CAeNIaTh CeroHs. [1aBa TOproBo rJIbUK C CBIHOM TIOCJIe MCUE3HOBEHUS
ero BeJMYEeCTBa B MOpTajie AOMTO cuiear momda. CTapuk CMOTpes B IJla3a U3YMJICHHOMY CBOUM
HEOXKUIAHHBIM B3JIeTOM PuoHy m obonpstiomie yiasidancs. ToT Ha ceKyHIQy OMyCTWI BeKH, oOemast
OTILy CIeaTh BCe, YTO TOJIBKO B €ro CUJIax.

Hmmnepatop BUXpeM MpoHeccs MO CTpaHe, KOe-KOro BOOAYIIIEBUB, a KOE-KOTO M HAIlyraB JI0
MKOTHI. [IByX BBICOKOIIOCTaBJICHHBIX BOPOB M3 MHapa OH moiiMas Ha MecTe MPEeCTYIUIeHUsT — BbIBO-
3WJIM B CBOM TTOMECTbsI IIPEIHA3HAUYSHHOE [IJIsI ApPMUH TIPOJOBOJILCTBHE — U O€3 IPOMeJIeHUsI OTIpa-
BWJI Ha 1axy. Takux *kajneTb Hesb3sl, BCe U3raAsT U YHHUTOXKAT, €ClIi He ycieauib. [lomumo Toro
Canru noObIBa Ha ceBepe, B Baptunape u fApunnape, muyHo mooGeniaB MactepaMm-HaCTaBHUKAM
TIOMOIIIb He MO3Ke 3aBTPaIIHero qHs. Te cpasy 0KUBUIIMCH — CHII TOYTH HE OCTAJIOCh. 3arOBOPIIUKH
MIOCTOSIHHO TIOJIBOJIMJIM HOBBIE BOWCKA M3 LIEHTPA CTPaHbI, I BHICAANIOCH HECKOJIBKO KapPBEHCKUX
MaJIAJMHCKUX KOPITYCOB, M MPOJIOJIKAJIM aTaKoOBaTh. MIMIiepatop axe HABECTUII OCaXJeHHbIE rOpoaa
ManxeHa, 3aBeprB KOMaH/IMPOB FAPHU30HOB, YTO UM OCTAJIOCh KAaTh COBCEM Heoiro. OH 1 B CaMOM
7iesie TOTOBHJI CBATOIAM ciopripu3. Hagonro 3anomust!

Bepnygiuch B Dnuanaap, CaHTH perui HEeMHOTO NepeIoXHY Th. Boiesn 13 noprasa B 6e3mos-
HOU MOABOPOTHE U CHSUJT KaImooH. Bckope Ha 0IHOM M3 TOProBbIX MPOCHEKTOB DIMaHJapa MOKHO
ObLIIO 3aMETUTH YJIBIOAIONIErOCs IOHOIIY C PHUKMMHU KypYaBBIMH BOJIOCAMH M BECHYIIYATON (prsno-
Homuer. OH I11e1 U HACBUCTBIBAJT KAKyI0-TO HE3aTEUIMBYIO MEJIOMIO.

B rosnose Tonmuirck 0OpbIBKY MbIceld. CaHTH U caM He 3HaJI, KTO M UTO OH ceiuac. [1o kpaii-
Hell Mepe, He TIPeXHUI Oe30TBETCTBEHHBIN MaTbuMIKa. CIUIIKOM MHOTO 3HAaHHWIA ¥ TOPHKOTO OITBITA
nepenas emy MapaH, ymupas. a u ot PagyxHoro [IpakoHa Koe-4To IOCTanoCh, He Bce 3a0bUIOCH
TocJie pasJieieHusl.

MHoro o yem HaJ10 ObLIO TIOIyMaTh. B repByio odeper HEOOXOOUMO HalTH ceOe 3aHATHE /IS
OOBIYHOM KM3HU, KOT/Ia OH HE BBICTYIIAET B POJIK uMniepatopa. [IpexHuii ObLT rOPIIIEYHUKOM, PEIKUM
mactepoM 10 dapdopy. A oH? A oH — ckomopox! Hecmotpst Hu uto, ckomopox. Iyt. IMasi. U
HUKEeM MHBIM He OyneT. la 1 MOXHO JIM HalTH Jydiiee npukpsitue? Bpsin mu. Tpymy xoporiyio
TOJIBKO TOJIBICKATh HA/I0, YTO AAJIEKO He TaK MPOCTO.

KynuB y ynu4HOro pasHocumka ropsiauii mupor ¢ msicom, CaHTH ¢ Hacia)aeHHeM BOH3UI
B Hero 3yObl. [Tporononasncs! Chen, HO OOHOTO MUPOTa OKA3aJoCh MaJo, 3I0POBBIN KETYIOK Tpe-
6oBai erre. Haiias moOMM30cTi HEOONBIIIOW TPAKTUP, CKOMOPOX 3alllel M 3aKa3an ceOe IIOTHBIN
o0en. OTCyTCTBHE IOCTABOK MPOAOBOJILCTBUS Cpa3y CKa3aioch Ha IIEHaX — COAPAIIU B MOJITOPA pasa
Ooblie, YeM OOBIYHO. PBIKUMI 3a1U1aTiil, HE TOPTYsCh, JEHBIHM €T0 He BOJTHOBAJIH, OHH TOSIBIISUIVCH B
KapMaHax UMIIepaTopa 1o Mepe HeoOXoAMMOCTH. HaCHITUBIINCH, OH OTKMHYJICS Ha CITUHKY YJOOHOTO
CTyJIa ¥ TIPUHSLJICS HE CIIela LIeUThb 3JTb, HE3aMETHO MOAMEHHB TPAKTUPHOE TIOIJIO 371eM 13 3aMKa
[Tpuspaxkos. [oce Hero OO APYroi Ka3aacs OCIMHON MOYOM.

OH BeiymmBajcs B Ppa3rOBOPHl TOPOXaH, MHTEPECHO Belb, YTO JAYMAIOT MPOCTHIE JIOAH O
nocyieqHUX coObITUsAX. CIIyXu O MOSIBICHUM HOBOTO MMIIEpaTopa KaTHIIUCh IO CTOJHUIIE, 0OpagoBaB
MHOTUX 3JIMaHIIEB, HA/IESBIIMXCS, YTO BCKOPE BCE BEPHETCS HA KPYr CBos, 4To Ero BemmuectBo
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CIIpaBUTCsA ¢ TBOpsMMcs Oe300pasueM. Ho Obutn M comHeBatommuecs, kak 0e3 Hux. CaHTH efBa
caepiKajl CMeX, CITyliasi MpayHble IIPOPOYECTBA TyMAa30ro YIJIEKOra, CUACBIIETO 32 COCETHIM CTOJIOM.

BHrMaHMe npuBIieKia rpymna pa3HOMAaCTHO OJETHIX JIIOZIEH, OCTOPOKHO BOIIEIIINX B TPAKTHP.
Kazanoce, oHM KJanu, 4To UX cpasy MoroHsrt mpous. Cyas no noaake, ckomopoxu. Ceou. TouHo,
KOE-KTO Hec C coO0U MUPKOBOM pekBu3uT. Ckopee Bcero, OOHMIABIIAS TPYIIA, TOJIBKO CErOqHs
n00OpaBIIasCcss MOPEM JI0 CTONHIIBL. Bo3riasisit nmpkadeit orpoMHOro pocra uesnoBek. HaBeproe, ero
TaK ¥ Ha3bIBATH BO BpeMs BHICTYIUICHUH — YeJloBeK-ropa. M uemM-To oH ObLT 3HaKOM. PeiKuil Haxmy-
PUJICS, TIBITASICh BCIOMHUTD, @ BCTIOMHUB, PACIUIBUICS B IIMPOKOH YIIbIOKe. EMy OBbLJIO MEHbIIIE JecATH
JeT, korjga tpynmna banaypa nonro BeicTynana Bmecte ¢ apyrov — tpynnoi [xako Bonbuioro, cra-
poro npusTens oria Canty — Bua Dpxu. [I)kako ObUT peIKOCTHBIM CHIIAYOM, KOHIJIPOBAJ THPSIMH,
KOTOpbIEe OOBIYHBIIA YEJIOBEK U MOAHATH-TO He Mor. OH Toxe XoTes 3a0paTh MAIBUMUIIKY K ceOe, HO
Bannyp He cornacucs, cka3as, 4TO JIaJl CJIOBO YMHUPAIOIIEH KEHIIMHE T03a00TUTHCS O ee peOeHKe.

[MogxBatuB cBOW0 KpykKy, CaHTH HampaBWICSA K OOMOO0OBAHHOMY CKOMOPOXaMH OOJIBIIIOMY
crony. ITonoiias, oH 3aJOPHO YJIBIOHYJICSI.

— TeGe yero, mapeHb? — XMypoO CIIPOCHJT YeJIOBEK-TOpA.

— BoI MeHs He y3HaM, 004 [kako? — Beceso B3aepHy1 OpoBb CaHTH.

— Prikuid, Harutell, 00AATENBHBIN. .. — 033/1a9€HHO MOCKpeO 3aThIIOK TOT. — Hy BeumATHIN Bu.
CobIH, 4yTO JIN?

— Touno! — paccmestiicst 1oHoma. — [TomHuTe, Mbl Ha ceBepe BMecTe BeicTynanu? f y Banaypa
B TpyIre Torga ObL.

— INomHio! — Bctan u odnmamui ero Ixako. — 3apaBcTByit, Masier]. CaHTH, KaXKCh?

— Ara.

— Bannyp toxe B cronmie?

— He, — momortaut rosioBo¥i ppukuid, mpuasuras cede cryi. — B Tapcunape KuBeT, He BHICTyIAeT
JaBHO, Bce pa30ekajnch MO APYTUM TPYIIIaM.

— ScHo. .. — mokuBan Ixako. — JKanb, Xopommii akpodar Obul. A caM-TO KTO?

— AkpoOar, KOHIJIep U Masill.

— B kako#t Tpynmne ceityac?

— Iloka Hu B Kakoi, — B3AOXHY/T CaHTH.

— A nagaii k Ham! — 3aropericsi ObUTO UesloBeK-ropa. — Ham kak pa3 nasiiy HoBbIN HyKeH. XOTS. ..

—Yro?

— ¥ Hac ceiiyac 1axe (pyproHa HeT, — 'pyCTHO B3IOXHYJI CHJIay. — B 3aBapyxy yroausm Hejaaeko
OT CTOJIUIIBI, TIOUTH BECh PEKBU3UT MOTEPSLIM, CAMH €Ba HOTM yHecnu. Yero 3uMoii enath CTaHeM,
yMa He TPHIOKY. ..

— 3ato y MeHs (pyproH ectb, — ynbiOHyacss CanTtu. — [lyman CBOIO TpYIITy coOpath, Ja MOJIOL
4 00bHO. Moker, 00beIMHUMCA ?

— Byny paa... — yauBIeHHO TIsHYN Ha Hero [[kako, Ha Takoe Be3eHHe OH HMKAaK He paccyu-
THIBAJL.

— A PEeKBU3HT MOAKYIHUTh MOXKHO, HEMHOTO IEHbKAT UMEEeTCl.

— Jla ¥ y Hac Koe-uTo HaiIeTCsl, — COIIACUIICS YeJIOBeK-ropa. — [Iporublii ce30H Ha yIMBIEeHUE
HETIJIOXVM BBIJIAJICSL.

— Bor u xoporo, — cHoBa yibiOHycss CaHTH.

Vaauy cienoBaiio xBaraTh 3a XBOCT cpazy. Jlydilie u He npuaymaTh, Y4eM B 3HAKOMOW TpyIIie
okazatbcs. He Bce, KOHEUHO, 3HAKOMBI, HO M OTHOTO [[)kaKo 3a rna3a XxBaTuT. C OCTaJIbHBIMH ITO3HAKO-
MUTCSI CO BpeMeHeM. LIrpKkaun xuiu ApyKHO, MHAa4Ye MPOKIATHIM LIepKOBBIO JIIOISIM HUKAK HEJb3s1, 1
TaK MPOXOoAy He AaioT. BcnomHMB 0 poksisituu, CanTu Jajt cede CJI0BO MOroBOpuTh ¢ oTiioM Tenapu-
HOM O CHsATUU aHadembl co ckomopoxoB. Ho cniepsa Hy:xHO B To# ke LlepkBu nopsiiok HaBectu. OX,
EnuHbIi, CTONBKO BCETO c/ieNaTh HYKHO, CJIOB HeT. ['1e Tobko BpeMs U ciithl B3sTh? OH MOEKHIICS.
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A neBatbest Hekyaa — umrieparop. CtrcHu 3yObl U iefiail. Ml HUKOMY He cMel MoKa3biBaTh CBOEH Clia-
0oCTH, Kak Obl IUIOXO TeOe HU ObUIO.

— 3HakoMmbcs, — nporyaen [Jxako, mokassiBasi Ha KpacrBYI0, MUHUATIOPHYIO KEHIIKHY C POC-
KOIIIHBIMU YE€PHBIMU BOJIOCAMM M B3IVISIAOM OIBITHOUM CTEpPBBI. 3€JI€Hble IIa3a B3Mpad Ha MUP C
Jep3KOU HaCMENITKOM, Kak Obl roBOpsi: «BoT oHa s1! Takas, kak ectb. XoTHTe, MpuHUMaiTe. He xotute
— UJUTEe K TMBIPXY TO7I XBOCT, MHE M 0€3 Bac XOpoIo». — 1o [lenus, KaHaToXOfel ¥ BO3LYIIHBII
aKpooar.

— IlpuBercTByIo, cyaapbiHs, — NOKJOHWICSA CaHTH.

— A 3a «CynapblHIO» MOXHO U MO MOpPIE CXJIONOTATh... — 3aMETHJIA OHA, C YUCTO KEHCKUM
MHTEPECOM OIJISIbIBAs ATJIETUUECKYIO (PUTYpY MapHs.

— Tw1 moGeperuck! — pacxoxotascsi TUranT. — Jlenus y Hac cepalieeaka 3HaTHasl, MHOTHX OXO-
MyTaa.

— Ixako! — Bo3MyTHIIach akpoOaTka. — YTo 3a cBUHCTBO?! S B TBOM JIMUHBIE Jiesia He Jie3y,
Y Thl B MOU HE JIe3b!

— Jla pa3Be s1 ie3y? — Becesio XMBIKHYJI TOT. — $1 TapHst IPOCTO MpeayIpexkaa, 9ToObl M0OCTO-
pOXHEe C TOOOM ObL.

— 41 cama pazbepych, KOMY CO MHOM MTOOCTOPOKHEE ObITh, 2 KOMY M HET, — HEJIOBOJILHO Oy pKHYJIa
Henus. — Tsl, Masblid, U3 Tpynns! bangypa, roopuiib? 3Hana s ero.

— Ara, — xuBHyn Cantu. — Tonbko Tpymnmbl Oosbiiie HeT. MHe HelaBHO 10 ciyvalo (yproH
HEIJIOXOM JI0CTaJICS], BOT M PELLMII K BaM IIPUCOEIMHUTHLCS, KaK pa3 CE30H CKOPO.

— BoiiHa. .. — B3g0oxHys1a jkeHIuHa. — [lo ce30Ha s Teneps?

— 3aKoHYUTCA KOrga-HUOYIb, — OTMaxHYJICsA pbIKUA. — [IOHSITHO, K CBSITOILIAM COBAThCSI HE
cliefl, cpa3y Ha KOCTep CIIPOBAJAT.

— Tam nornsgaum, — NECCUMUCTUYHO NOXana riedamu emms.

— A MeHs1 PUKOM KJMUyT, — IpeACTaBUIICS CUISILIMI HAIIPOTUB Xy/I0W NapeHb. — /KoHrvep 1.

— Kun u Aubka, — cHOBa 3aroBopuJi Jl;kako, MOKa3biBas HA OYEHb MOXOXKMUX JIPYr Ha JApyra
IOHOIIIY C JIEBYILIKOM, — IPECCUPOBIIMKH, aKpoOaThl, Hae3nHUKH. Hy, 1 Ha mogxBare. Bpar ¢ cectpoii,
U3 CTapoy LIMPKOBOM ceMbu. A Terepb roBopio A1 Bcex! CaHTH y HAac nasilieM U BTOPbIM KOHITIEPOM
Oyzer.

— dokycHMKa Obl HaM elle. .. — 33 yMYMBO CKa3al pblKUH. — [la TONbKO rae & ero Xopomero
B3SITh?

— Ha, ¢ Tex nop, Kak ot Hac Yay3 ymesn, Mbl 6e3 (poKycHUKa, — B3AOXHYT kxako. — [1paB T,
MaJio TONKOBBIX. KcTaTtu, Hapoa, Ha Onvskaidiied TOProBoi TUIONIa g HA OHOM TPYIIIBI MOKA HET.
Moxert, BeicTymuM? XOTb KaKylo ICHbI'Y 3apaboTaem.

— ®akenamu KoHTIMpYellb? — nesoBUTo cripocui Cantu y Puka.

— Vry.

— JaBaii mokuzaem co cMeHol pucyHka. Kak TeMHeTh HauHeT, KpacuBo nomyuurcs. Hapon
BU3KUT OT TaKOTO.

— Mbicib! — cornacuiicst Puk, OKMHYB 3aMHTEPECOBAaHHBIM B3IVISI0OM JIOBOJIBHO YXMBLISIIOLIE-
rocsl PhLKETO.

CKOMOpOXHM pacIulaTUINCh M BBIILIM Ha yauily. HaumHano TemHeTh, HO JIOJEW HE CTajio
MEHbIIIe, HA0OOPOT, TOJIMA OblTa HACTOJIBKO T'YCTOM, UTO OHH €/1Ba ITPOPBIBAIMCH CKBO3b HEe, CTapasiCh
HE YIycKarb Apyr Apyra u3 Buay. Tak Belb M MOTEPATHCSA HENOro. A Kak notoM uckatb? Cronuia
OrpOMHasi, HAUTH KOrO-HUOYIIb, €CJIM HE 3HACIIb, T7Ie OH MOXET OKa3aThCsl, HEBO3MOXHO.

Bniepeny nokazanach Topropas Iiomaab. I'aMm Ha Hell CTOSUI CTpPAIIHBIN, TOPrOBLbI IEPEKPU-
KHMBAJIM JIpyT APYra, CIOPHIM C TIOKYMATesIsSMH, TBITAOIMMUCS COUTh BCTIPHITHYBIINME JO MOTONKA
tieHsl. B yrimy CanTr 3aMeTr1 HeBBICOKHI TIOMOCT, Ha KOTOPOM OOBIYHO BBICTYTIAUT CKOMOpOXH. [1paB
JI)aKko, Ha HEM HUKOTO HeT. Pbukuii mpeObiBasl B MPUSATHOM BO30YKIEHUU — JAaBHO HE BBHICTYIMAJ,
OuYeHb JAaBHO. A X0Tenock. Beeraa xoresnocs.
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— YBaxkaemplil rocriofiuH outiep, — Ikako MOKJIOHUIICS CTOSIIEMY HEMNOAAIeKy CTPaKHUKY B
CepoM ¢ cepeOpoM IUIaIle UMIIEPATOPCKON CTpaxu. — MBI CKOMOPOXH. ..

— Boictynats Oyznete? — nepedun ero Tot. — Keraru, ouens naxke keratu. Hapomy yem-To nopas-
BJIEULCSI HAJI0, & TO TOJIBKO W 3HAIOT, YTO JPYT Apyra myratb. byaky BOH BUIHUIIIb?

— Ja.

— INomovinu, yratu crapocte 6a3apa ABa Tapxema M BBICTYIIai CKOJIbKO Biie3eT. Hamor — necs-
THHA co coopa. Tomy ke crapocTe OTaallb, OH 3/1€Ch BCIO HOYb.

— bnaromapio Bac, yBaxkaemblil! — cHOBa HM3KO MOKJIOHWICA [[kako. OTIpaBUB OCTaJIbHBIX
TOTOBHUTHLCS K TIPEACTABJICHUIO, TUTAHT MPOOpasics K OyJKe U 3arljIaTHl 3a apeHIy.

VBUJEB MOSBUBIINXCS HA TIOMOCTE CKOMOPOXOB, JIIOJM COUITFICh BOKPYT — HECKOJILKO THEH 1T p-
Ka4¥ He TIOSIBJISUIMCH Ha STOU IJIOMAAN. A TIOCMESIThCS U TIOIIa3eTh Ha KAHATOXO/IIEB 3¢BaKH ObLIN
COBCEM HE IPOYb.

Canru ¢ Pukom, Kak camble Miajiiye, ObICTPO HATSHYIN MEKITy IBYMS CTOIOAMU KaHAT st
Henmnu. 3aTeM pacriakoBaJIM TIOKHM C PEKBU3UTOM. Phkuii 03a004€HHO MOKavas rojioBOi — Ja YK, y
TPYIIIBl U B CAMOM JI€JIe IIOYTHU HUYEro He OcTaslock. biaro, B cronuie ecTb HECKOJIBKO JIABOK, KOTO-
pble JepiKaT AJisi CBOUX OBIBIIIME CKOMOPOXH. TaM MOKHO KyIUThb Bce HeoOxoaumoe. [la u o pyproHe
crout nogymarth. [TooOeras, a Ha camoM Jiefie ero einie Het. BripodyeM, 310 He mpo6iema. JloctaTouHO
HaBeJAThCS B OJIMKAKIITYI0 BOMCKOBYIO KOHIOINTHIO U PACTIOPSITUTHCS TIOATOTOBUTS. JIydilie BOGHHOTO
(yprona HuUero He Haiieb. Y100HbIN, OOJIBIION, HETPOMOKAEMBIH, 1a ¥ CTEHKH JJBOMHBIE, B CAMbIe
X0JI0/1a BHYTpH Teruio Oyaet. YeTBepka OUTIOrOB TOXE MOHATOOUTCS.

JKoHrnepsl 3aXrm (akesibl ¥ Havaau nepedpackiBaTbcsi UMHU. OTHEHHBbIE HETIOYKU MPOTSHY-
much B Bozayxe or Cantu K Puky. 3putesnn BOCTOpKEHHO 3aCBUCTENU M 3aXJIONAIM — HEe Kaxas
TpYIIa UMeJIa IBYX KOHIJIEPOB M MOIJIa TIO3BOJIMTH ceOe TOKa3aTh PEIKOCTHOE 3PEJIHIIIE.

Jxako, HaOmomasi 3a CHIHOM CTaporo Apyra, ofoOpHUTENbHO KHBaj. Morozel MapHUIIKa!
Hacrostmuii ckomopox, ot 6ora. Ho 3to 6bu10 1aneko He Bce. Korma CaHTH HaYas1 COTbHOE BBICTYII-
JIEHUE KaK Masll, TUTaHT e/1Ba He TIOMepP CO cMeXY. A Y UTO TBOPUJIOCH CO 3pUTENISIMU — U HE CKa3aTh!
Jlionu BansAaMCch HA MOCTOBOM, KOJIOTWJIM HOTaMH IO KaMHsM, pblgaiu. Takoro nryta B DnuaHuape
eiie He Buaaau. [lesvst 4yTh He ynaja ¢ KaHaTa, pacCMEesIBIIMCh B CaMblil HEMOAXOISIIUNA MOMEHT,
1 JIOJITO IOTOM BO3MYIIIEHHO (pbIpKaa.

Korma BHICTyIUICHHE 3aKOHYHMJIOCH, B IIAINKY, C KOTOPOW 0OXommi 3puteneit Jxako, mockimna-
Jmch MOHeTHl. He TosbKo MeHbIe, HO M cepeOpsiHble, ObLIO JTake HECKOJIBKO 30JI0THIX, YTO N3YMUIIO
TUT'aHTA TOHEJb3s — HU pasy Takoro coopa He Bupen! [la, pprkuil MapHUIIIKA — IIEHHOE IIPUOOpETeHHE.
C TakuM masieM TpyIIa He ocTaHeTcsl O6e3 KycKa xjie0a, Kak 4aCTeHBKO CIyJasloch, 0COOEHHO BO
BpeMs MyTeIeCTBUI U3 ropoia B ropofl. JlepeBeHcKue ObUI CKYTIOBATHI, /1a U CBANICHHUKU MTOPOW
Cpasy BBHITOHSIM CKOMOPOXOB U3 J€PEBHU, HE *keJjasi TepreTh MPUCYTCTBUE OTIy4YeHHBIX OT LlepkBu.
[MocenmuThest OB B CTONUIIG, A HENMb3Sl — HA OJHOMY IIMpPKAdy HE pa3perajioch 3aIepKUBAThCS B
DnuaHjgape A0Jblle, YeM Ha Mecsll. 32 3TUM BHUMATEJIbHO CIIEANSIa CTpaxa, IpoBepss JOKYMEHTHI
Tpynmbl exeqHeBHO. CHoBa LlepkoBb mocrapanachk, OyJbp OHa HeslagHa.

[ToBeceneBire CKOMOPOXH CHSUIM TPU KOMHATBI B TPAKTHUPE HEMOAIeKy, 3aTeM MOy KUHAIIH.
CaHTH, BOCMOJIb30BABIIUCH Hepa3Oeprxor, HE3aMETHO OTOIeN B CTOPOHY, HAKMHYJ KamioIIOH U
TEJIENOPTUPOBAJICS B INIABHYIO CTOJIMYHYIO BOMCKOBYIO KOHIOIIHIO TIEPErOBOPUTH C KOHIOXaMHu. Te,
MIOTPSICEHHBIE SIBJIEHHMEM CaMOro MMIIepaTopa, MooOeImaid pacCcTapaTbcsi U MOATOTOBUTh OCOOBIH
dypron — mrrabHoi, opUIepcKuit, 0co00 yIoOHBIN U TeTUIbIA. [JaHHBIE €ro BeJIMUeCTBOM MOHEThI OHU
TPATUTh HE COOMPATUCH — Ky/Ia JIyUIlle TPOCBEPIIUTD IBIPOUKY, IIOBECUTH Ha IIEI0 — ¥ OYy/IEeT TaTMCMaH
Ha yaady.

BepHyBIIKCh B TpaKTUP, CKOMOPOX JIET CHaTh. Y TPOM IPEACTOSIA MOXOPOHBI MapaHa. ..

BriTepes not co s10a, Puna nocraBuia xjed B reub, 3aKpbljia 3aCJIOHKY U YCTaJIO OITYCTUIIACH HA
JIaBKy. 3a OKHOM CJIbIIIeH ObUT 3BOHKHI TOJIOC MJIA/IIIEH JOUYepy — JeBOYKaA YTO-TO HameBasa, Moj-
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MeTasi IBOp. YiKe M 3a Hell BOBCIO MApHU YXJIECTHIBAIOT, CKOPO, HAaBepHOE, cBaThl MpuayT. Kpacussie
y HUX ¢ MapHU TOYKH ypOAMIIMCh, MHOTHE Ha HUX 3aryIsAbIBAIOTCS. TONBKO My’Ka, Kak BCEraa, Joma
Het. U rie ero, 6ponsry sgakoro, Hocut? [IBe Henenm Ha3az yuien yTpoM 0e3 mpeayrnpekaeHust, U C
TeX MOp — HU CIIyXy HU Oyxy. [losiBUTCS 1 eriie Wiu CruHyd rae-To?

B nocnenHee BpeMs Bce Bauiioch Y PuHbI U3 pyk, nepe mia3amu MOCTOSIHHO CTOSIO JIMLO
IPYCTHO yJbIOalonierocsi Myxa. Toi HOUbIO OHa IIPOCHYJIACh, CaMa He 3Hasi, OTYEro, 1 ycriesia yBUIETh
BBIXOASIIIEro U3 cnajibHu Mapana. [Touemy-To moKazanock, YTo yiiea OH He B JIBEPb, a B KIIyOOK
TyMaHa psiioM ¢ Hell. JKeHIuHa BAPYT OIIyTHIIa Pe3KUil YKOJ TOCKH. .. [TomymMaiioch, 4To BUAMT €ro
B niocjeHuii pa3. C Tex nop 3ra MbIC/Ib He AaBajia Pune nokost. OHa Hazeslach, YTO HUYETO II0XOTO
HE CJIyYHJIOCh, HO YyBCTBOBAaJIa Ce0s1 OTBPATUTEINBHO.

Koraa non Beuep 0OBSABIIM O CMEPTU MMIIEPATOPA, KEHIIMHA YCIIbIaia TOIbKO ofHO. Ero
umsi. Mapan. Hu pasdy 1o cux mop mnoyeMy-To He oOpariaja BHUMaHHS, YTO MOBEIUTENs DraHa
30BYT TaK ke, Kak ee Oponsary-myxa. Cepalie 3aTpenbxajoch, Ha I71a3ax BBICTYNIIIM clie3bl, PuHa
cTOI00M 3aMepJia nocpenu yauiisl. B rosose Habarom cryuano: «Heysxemnu ero 6ombiie Het? Heysxenu
moruo?».

JleHb 111eJ1 32 THeM, a OHa MPOI0JIKala BCIOMHUHATB CTpaHHOCTH MapaHa, ero BHe3arHble M0sIB-
JIeHWS ¥ MCUe3HOBeHUsI. HeNMOHATHBIE OTOBOPKH, M3peIKa MOSBIISIONIYIOCS B FOJIOCE U I71a3aX BJIACT-
HOCTb, KOTOpasi COBCEM HE IPHUCTa/a MPOCTOMY I'OPIIEYHUKY. DTO UYTO K€ MOTy4aeTcs, OHa Kuja
¢ umreparopoM? Jla HET, HE MOKET TOro ObITh, CIMIIKOM 3TO, Jaxe i Hero. [Topoit Bo3HMKasa
MBICJTb, UTO MapaH BOBCE He TOT, KEM XOueT Ka3aThcsl, Ho PuHa craparesibHO rHana ee nmpodb. M Tak
3a00T XBaTaeT, YTOOHI eIlle O BCAKKX IIYMOCTSX AyMaTh.

Enunenii Coznarens! Xoth Ob1 Bce 0Oonuioch! XoTh Obl BCKOpE CHOBA CKPUITHYJIA JBEPb, U
Ha NIOpOore MOsIBUICS OH, MPONBUIEHHBIN, YCTAJbId U TaKOW poAHON. PMHA TMXO BCXJIMITHYIIA, 3aTEM
3acTaBuiIa cebs1 BCTaTh. XJieO CKOPO TOCIeeT, He YCIEeTUIb — yroiibsa nonydarcs. OHa jienana HeoO-
XOAUMOE, HO KaK-TO aBTOMAaTUYECKH, HUYETo He XOTeJIOCh. ['yObl TPOJOIKaIN HECIBIIITHO MIEeNTATh:
«Mapnu... ['me xe ThI, OpoasAra HecyacTHeii?.. I'ie TeOs HOCUT, aypeHb crapbiii? Cugen Obl IoMa,
KaK BCE€ HOPMaJIbHBIE JIIOAU B TBOEM BO3pacCTe. ..»

Hocsimuecst moBciofy HEYrOMOHHBIE MaJIbUMINKH TEPBBIMHM 3aMETHJIM MPHOIKAIONIYIOCS K
ropoay npoueccrio. OHM YIMBJIEHHO TMEeperissHy/IUCh, He TIOHUMasi, KTO Obl 9TO MOT OBbITb, a 3aTeM
noOexaau HaBCcTpedy. YBU/IEB CIEYIOIIYIO BO IJ1aBe MPOLECCH MPaYHylo (pUTypy B TEMHO-CEPOM
IU1alle C KaloIOHOM UM TYMaHOM BMECTO JIMIIA, MAJIbUMIIKU MOTPSICEHHO 3aMepiu. Takoro ropo-
auiuko Hlann eme He Bugen. mneparop! Cam cTpaliiHblil KOJ/IyH C KAKOU-TO CTaTH MOCETU HUYEM
HE MpHUMEYaTebHOE CEJIEHUE PEMECIIEHHMKOB. Bckope mporeccuio yBUIEIU B3pOC/ble M Hayalu
BBIXO/IUTDb Ha YJIUILy, Opocasi Bce CBOM Jea.

3a uMIepaTopoM CleIoBaIM JIBEHAILATh JbJAPOB. A 32 HUMM IBYMS psAAaMU UM ILIECTh
MacTepOB-HACTAaBHUKOB O0EBOr0 OpaTcTBa MPU BCEX perausix, HeCyIHe Ha Tuiedax OTKPBITHIN Ipoo.
TonbKo Tereph /10 JIIofIeH Havalo J0XOAWUTh, uTo mpoucxomut. I[Toxoponst! [ToxopoHbI mpeskHero
uMIneparopa.

l'opoxaHne orienomiieHHO 3aryzenu, neperisiabpiBasch. Kaxapiil skutenb DavaHa 3HaJ, 4TO
uMIepaTopa 0OBIYHO XOPOHSIT B €ro poAHOM ropoae win aepeBHe. Heyxem Ero BenmuectBo ObLT
pomom w3 lagHa? JTrogu TMXOpagOYHO MPUTIOMUHAIN Bcex MapaHOoB, KOraa-Tru00 JKUBIIUX 3/1ECh.
Ha nanHbIil MOMEHT TakMX HaILJIOCh BCero Tpoe. MapaH-ropiieyHuk, Mapan-ky3Hell 1 MapaH-Tpak-
tupiuk. Kro u3 Hux?

[NoxoponHas mporeccust ObUla OrpOMHA, THICSUH JIIOZIEH UM 32 TpoOoM umrepaTtopa. Brpo-
4yeM, He Tosbko mozaed. JKurenn [lagHa Buienu Takxke MHOKECTBO OPKOB M JJaKe HECKOJbKUX JTb-
¢doB. HaBepHoe, 3716(h0B — y KOT0 e11ie MOTJIi OBITh TaKKe KPACHBbIC JIUIA, MUHAAJICBUIHBIEC OOJTBIIINE
71232 ¥ TIOJBIKHBIE YIIIM C OCTPhIMU KOHYMKaMu? Bckope roposkane moHsutd, uto Ero BenmmuectBo
BEJZIET Npolieccuio K Jomy MapaHa-ropieynuka. Jla v To, Ky3Hell ¢ TpaKTUPIIMKOM CTOSUIA B TOJIIIE,

18



U. Dmwreppyc. «bpems nmneparopa: Hascrpeuy cynpoe»

Y ¢ U3yMJIeHHeM cMoTpesn Ha rpo0. VIx cocen, Opoasra u Becenbuak Maphu — ummneparop?! Jla kak
ke 370, moau 1o0peie?! DTo YTOo e Ha OeJIoM CBETe-TO JIeNlaeTcs. . .

Puna kak pa3 BbiHy/a xJie0 U3 1euu, KOorja B JJOM BJieTesIa NieperyraHHas AJika.

— Mawm! - oT4asiHHO BCKpUKHYJ1a OHa. — Tam. ..

— Yt0?! — BCTpeneHyach KEeHIMHA.

— Tam narmy npuHecnu. .. — 3ariakaia JeByIlKa, najas Ha JaBKy.

[NoBepHYBIIUCH K ABEPH, KEHIIIMHA, KaK COMHamMOy1a, TBUHYJIach K Beixoay. [Tpunecnn? Pane-
HeiA? U ?..

Bprliins Bo 1BOp, OHa pacTepsiHHO 3aMepIia, YBUAEB Mepej coO0i YesioBeKa B TYMaHHOM Macke,
He cpa3y MOHSB, KTO OH. 3a €ro CIIMHOM CTOSUIM JbAAPhl B CEPO-CepeOPUCTHIX TUIAIaX.

— locnoxa! — ummepaTop BBICTYNWJI BHEpe] U HU3KO, YBaXUTEIbHO MokjioHmiIcs. — C npu-
cKopOueM coo0Imaio Bam, 4To Bail Myx, Ero nMrieparopckoe BenmvectBo Mapan V, MepTsB.

UYro on roeopur? Kakoe BenmnuectBo? Kakoe otHomeHue umeer ee MapHu Kk ummnepatopy?
Enuneiii Coznarens, cnacu u nomuiyii! Her. Hesosmoxno. Her!

Puna nomarHynace. [IBa HEMOHATHO OTKy/A B3SIBIIMXCS MOJIOZIBIX Y€JIOBEKa MOAJCPKAIH ee
TI0]1 PYKH, He /1aBasi yracTb. 3aTeM NoaBeu K rpody. Hecyipe ero Mmactepa-HacTaBHUKH OIYCTHIIHCH
Ha KOJIEHH, YTOOBI KeHIIMHA MOTJIa YBUIETh Tesio. OHa MEJIKUMH IIaraMu IpHOJIM3HIIACh, BCE eIlle He
Bepsl, BCE ellle Ha/IesICh, YTO TO HEMpaB/a, YTo TO Kakasi-To riymnas omuoka. Toapko He MapHu. . .
Tonbko He oH! OHAKO, YBHUIEB MOKOMHOTO, Cpa3y MOHsLIa — HeT, He ormmOka. OH. MepTBbIii. 3a uTo,
Cozpnarenb?! PuHa npoTsiHy/Ia APOKAIyo PyKy U OCTOPOKHO KOCHY/IACh XOJIOJHOM IeKu Myxka. Ero
Ooubinie HeT. .. He BoizieT Oosbilie B IOM, He 3acMeeTcsl, He OOHMMET | He ToreryeT. OHa MoTepssHHO
CMOTpeJIa Ha 3acThIBIee JIMII0 MapaHa, 3aTeM 3aMeTHJIa 30JI0TOi 0Opyd KOPOHBI Ha CEeIbIX BOJIOCAX.
Cenpix? Ho Beb OH, KOTJa YXOIWII, HE OBLIT CE/IbIM. . .

— YT0 %€ Thl IepekuI Mepe/i CMEPThIO, POJHON MOM, UTO MOCe/1eN? — MPOILIENTaTIN HEMOCTyIII-
HBIE T'YOHI.

— JlepXuch, MaM. .. — IOJIOKWUIT €l KTO-TO PyKy Ha 1iedo. OHa 00epHyJIach U yrasa B OObsATHS
ChIHA.

Cne3bl, HaKOHEIl, TPOPBAIKCH, U PuHa rityxo 3aBbuia. Ee He uHTepecoBaso, uto MapaH — umre-
parop. Ero Gosbliie HET, ¥ HeBaXHO, KeM OH Obl1. B, CTpariHoe coBo, TOppKoe U Oe3HaIeKHOE.
OTopBaBIIKChH OT CHIHA, KEHIIMHA CHOBA Tojionuia K rpo0y. [lormaauna pyky myxa. Ero 6ombime,
TPYIOMIOOMBbIE, 3HAKOMBIE JI0 MOC/IeIHEro paMuka pyku. Takue pogusie. I meprBbie. PuHa Hakto-
HWIACh U TIOIIEJIOBaJIa XOMOAHBIN 100 Mapana. Cre3bl TeKJIM U3 IJ1a3, He JaBasi BUETb, HO OHA MOJI-
yaja — JpIxanue nepexsaruio. ChIH He OTXOAWI OT MaTepu, MOAJICPKUBasi ee.

XoTs eMy caMOMy OuYeHb XOTeJIoch I1akath, Urop u3 [lanHa, Teneps MUtop ap Mapan, neii-
TEHAHT JIMTHOTO rBapaeiickoro noika «Cepoie [cb», aepxan ceds B pykax. Mamy yTenmTh HaJI0.
STUM yTPOM €ro pa3Oyauiv IO MoxbeMa M MPUKA3aT CPOYHO SIBUTHCS K MOJKOBHUKY. Tam Morno-
J0TO YesI0oBeKa Xk Jall 1baap, COOOUIMBIINI O CMepTH oTLA. 1 0 TOM, YTO OH caM Tereph HeHacle -
HBI TIPUHIL, TaK KaK ero orerl ObUT UMIIEPaTOpoM. PhIIapb mpecTona yBesa OHEMEBIIErO OT TaKHX
u3BecTuii Mitopa B TyMaHHYyI0 AbIMKY [IOpTaJia, M OH OKa3aJjics B 3aJie, IJie IO MpoliaHue ¢ MapaHom
V. TonbKo yBUEB JIMILIO JIEKAIIEro B rpo0y YeoBeKa, JISUTEHAHT MMOBEPUJI, UTO €My CKa3ajd MPaBy.
CKOJIBbKO pa3 pyrajcsi ¢ OTHOM, TpeOys, YTOObI TOT MepecTasl OpOasKHUYATh, OCTABAJICS C MaTephlo,
a OHO, BOH, B 4eMm Jie10. He mor oH. [lonr. Tot gonir, 4to npeBbllIe KU3HU.

Kro-TO ckazan monogomy oguiiepy, 4To ¢ 3TOr0 MOMEHTA €My MPUHAIJIEKUT KaKOU-TO TaM
3aMOK C YroJbsIMH, HO 3TO MPOLLIO MUMO co3HaHMs. [Jo Toro m? Camplil pOIHOM YeJOBEK B MUpE
noru®. Ero younm kakue-to cBosioun. U ternepb nepen ITopom HET MHOTO IMyTH, KpOMe Kak CTaTh
TOPHBIM MacCTepPOM U CIIy’KUTh poiMHE BMecTo oTia. Kak cMoxerT.

Puna nponomkana riagute pyku Myxa. Cepaie pBajoch W3 Tpyad MPoYb U HECTEPIMMO
601e710. A TIOTOM BAPYT MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO KTO-TO C HEOEC JIACKOBO YJILIOHYJICS M TTO3BAJI €e.
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— 4 cnpiry, Maphu. .. — nipomenTania skeHmuyHa. — 9 uay k tede. He yxomu, mogoxanm MeHst
TaM...

OHa ¢ Tpy1oM BCTasia ¢ KOJIeH, TOJIOILIA K ChIHY, OOHSUIA €ro U IIerHyJa:

— ITozaboThest 0 cecTpax. XopoIo, MasbIi?

— Koneuno, mam. A...

OH He ycrien JoroBopuTh. PUHa Kak-TO CTpaHHO, TOPHKO YIIBIOHYJIACH, MTOAHSIIA JIUIO K HeOy
1 e1Ba CJIbIIIHO CKa3aJa:

— S uny k Tebe, Mapuu!

W pyxHyna HaB3HIYb. ITOp ¢ MMIIEpaTOpOM KMHYJIKCh K HEH, CTOMKHYBIIUCH J0amu. CrycTs
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ero BenmuecTBo MeieHHO BeTal. HeMHOro momosnyan u riryxo Opocuit:

— Mepraa.

— Mamouka... — pacrepsiHHO nposerneran Mrtop, cTos Ha KOJeHsX Haj TeqoM PuHbl. —
Mamouka! Jla kak xe 310?! Jla 3a uro, Enunniii?! Ee-1o 3a yro?!

— Ona ynuia K TBOeMy OTILY, — HIOJIOKWII €My PYKY Ha Iiedo umneparop. — OHa CJIMIIKOM ero
moOwiia, He CMOIJIa OCTaThes 3[ech Oe3 Hero. .. [lepKuch, mapeHs, Terneph ceMbsl Ha Teoe.

JleliTeHaHT He CIbIILIAN €10, OH Phlall, Ledys] MOPLUMHUCTYIO PyKy MepTBOi MaTepu. Bot Tak
3a OJUH JEHb OCTajcs KpYyIJIbIM cupoToil. Mama, uto ke 1ol Hajenana?! Kak xe 310 Tb1?

—Mawma! — oTuasiHHBIN KpUK MiTafied cectpbl 3actaBuil topa BerpernienyThesi. OH eiBa ycresn
MOAXBATUTh AJIMKY, KUHYBLIyIOCS K PuHe.

JleBymika pBanach u3 pyk Oparta u Kpuyana. CaHTH MOJYa CTOSUI, CKaB KyJIakd, eMy He IO
ceOe ObLJIO OT ITOro 3axJIeObIBAIOIIErOCs, MPEPLIBUCTOrO Kpuka. Huuem Bens He momokenib. Bes
cuJIa MMIieparopa Obljla cefiuac Oecrosie3Ha, Kak HU FOpbKO 3TO co3HaBaTh. OH MPOCTO CTOsLI, AaBast
aetsiMm Mapana BhITUIakaTh cBoe rope. la, moXopoHbl OyayT ABOMHBIMY. .. Hukak He mymat. [Tomamm,
HACKOJIbKO JTIo0MIa Myka PrHa, HO He MOHMMAaJ, YTO OHa MOXET BOT Tak yiuTtu. Hamo 6wuto octo-
poxnee. [Tpunecnu rpo6 6e3 mpeaynpexaeHus — u Ha Tede. Yto tenepsb aenarh? A Huuero. Huuero
3[IECh HE C/IENaelllb.

Nmneparop BbIIEN CO ABOPA U OIVIAAEN 3aMEPLIYIO HEB/IaIeKe TOJITY TopoxkaH. MHorue xeH-
IIMHBI [J1aKAIM, HO OOJIBIIMHCTBO MOJTYAJIO.

— Jlionu! — 3aroBopui ero BesmuecTBo. — Bel BUugenu. VIx Hy)kHO OXOPOHUTB BMecTe. B onHOM
rpoOy. Hyxen rpo6. Kto-HuOyap» MoxkeT moModsb?

Kuremn IllagHa 3aaBUTAINCh, 3aBOJHOBAINCH U BBITOJIKHYJIM BIIEPE] HEBBICOKOIO, XYAOTO
YeJIOBEKA.

— 41 rpodosmuk, Bame BennyectBo! — nmokyonuscs oH. — Crnenaem. Yaca 3a qBa. Moruiny Mbl
TOXE BBIPOEM.

— Cnacu60! — B rooce uMIiepaTopa CJbIIIAIKICh CIIE3bl, JTIOAU KaK-TO ¢pazy 3TO MOHsu. — OH
noru6, kKak repod. OH Bcex Hac co6oii 3akpbul. Ecii Obl He OH, U BbI, U 51 ObUIM OB YK€ MEPTBHI. ...

— Ceetas namsrhb. ... — HETPOMKO CKa3asl KTO-TO.

Jltou HaKOHEI-TO MOBEPWJIU, YTO 3HAKOMBIH JI0 MOCJeIHEN YepPTOUKH OfHOCeIbYaHUH MapaH
OBbLIT IPO3HBIM MOBEJIUTENIEM DITUAHCKON UMITEpUU. 3HAYMT, OH OTAAJ KU3Hb, 3amuias qpyrux? [la,
OH MOT, Bcer/ia MpuXoAaus Ha roMonib B 6ezie. Hukoria He oTkasbiBall.

Cantu npeObIBajl B KAKOM-TO TyMaHe. B ropiie 3acTbij1 ropsiunii KOMOK, KOTOPBIH OH HUKAK He
MOT CIJIOTHYTh. OH BCIIOMUHAJI YeJIOBEKa, Nepel KOTOpbIM IpekIoHsuics. Ero cioBa, cMex, KU3Hb.
Ho Obutn He TONBKO CBOM BOCMOMMHaHUsA. BocriomuHanust MapaHa Toxe BCIUTBIBAIM HaBepxX. BoT
OH IOHBII TIOCITYIIHUK, PACTEPSHHO CTOSIIIME Tepesi pa3bsipeHHbIM HACTOSATENeM, OOHAPYKUBIIUM
nucanus npaapa. Bor oH yuenuk ropueynuka B [llagsae. Bor oH BniepBbie yBuaen Puny — mosonyio,
KpacuByl0, 030pHYyI0. BOT OH cTOWT mepes yMupaoImyuM UMIIepaTopoM 1 IPHHUMAET Ha ce0st Opems
BiacTu. ['opl 3200T M HU MUHYTHI OTIIBIXA. A TIOTOM THOEIb.

Bosnbimoii rpo6 caenanu oueHb OBICTPO, 32 KaKOM-TO Yac. B Hero 6ok o 6ok ynoxuim Mapana
¢ Punoit. OHu BHIIISIIENT YMUPOTBOPEHHBIMH, CIIOKOMHBIMU, OOPETIIMU JAPYT IpyTa.
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Mmneparop niepBeIM MOJICTABIII TIeYO0 To1 rpo0. K Hemy nmpucoeuHIICS BiIaIblka DiibBapaHa,
daprasnb, U 1Ba opka, mocisl Opkorpapa B dmuane. [Tocnenaumu 6putn Kepran ¢ Jlanurom.

[Mponeccust nBuHynack k HebonmpimomMy kinaaowiry Illagna. JJoporn CaHTy He 3alTOMHWII, OH
MPOJOJIKaJl BCIIOMMHATD, IIoTas cie3bl. CiiaBa EnnHOMY, HUKTO 3TOro He BUJEN — UMIIEpaTop He
MMeeT mpapa 11akaTh! Hukorna v Hu mpu Kakux oOcTosiTeNibeTBax! A eclii M IJIavyeT, TO HUKTO He
JOJIKEH BUJETh €0 CJIE3.

TopHble MacTepa OIMH 3a APYTUM IITM MUMO T'po0a, CTOSIIErO Ha IMOJICTABKE y CBEKEBBIKO-
MaHHOW MOTWJIBI, OT/1aBasi CBOEMY IIOBEJIUTEJIO MociieAHre noyecTy. OHY CaloTOBAJIM MEYaMU, MHO-
rve KJIAHSUIUCH TTOKJIOHOM BEJIMYANIIIErO YBaXKXCHUS. IToroM ¢ HOKOHHBIMHA MOonmpomaaInucChb KUTECIN
[MMagna.

CaHTu nepBbIM OPOCHJT Ha KPBIIIKY TpoOa ropcTh 3eMir U otorren. OH cMOTpesT Ha WYX
MHMO MOTHJIBI JIIOAEH U MTPOOJIKal MOTYa IJ1akaTh. VI BCoMUHATB Bee, YTO CIIyYMJIOCh 3a 9TH JBe-
HA/ILIaTh CTPAIIHBIX JHEH, MPOIIeIIINX MOC/e CMEPTH UMIIepaTopa.
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I'naBa 2
3amok IIpuzpakoB

MeyieHHO NOAHABIINCH HA HOTY HaJl MEPTBBIM TejloM Mapana, CaHTH OTYassHHO pa3pblIaJICs.
OH muiakas, Mpouasch ¢ BEJIUKUM YEIOBEKOM, IIPOIIASACh CO CBOEW IPEXKHEN KU3HBIO U CBOUMU
HaJeXJaMy. Briepenu ka0 4To-To CTpallHOE U HEMOHATHOE, YTO-TO TAKOE, O YEM PBIKHMIA CKOMO-
POX HHMKOrZ[a M mogymarb He Mor. 3a uto 3107 Ilouemy Tak ciayumnocs? Ilouemy on?! OTBera Ha
0e3MOJIBHBIN BOIUIb HUKTO He Aajl. CO3HaHUE IUIbLIO, HE B CHJIaX BOCHPHUHSAThH BCE, YTO BTUCHYIIU B
HETO 3aKJIATUEM NIEPENAYM BIIACTH.

Jpy3bsl, CTOSIBILIE HEMIOAAJIEKY, BCTPEBOKEHHO NEperyIaHYIMCh U KUHYIUCh K Cantu. [Tputmnu-
3UBILUCH, OHU 3aMEpPIIH, TIOTPSCEHHO YCTaBUBIIMCH HA MEPTBOrO umrieparopa. TpymHo ObuIo mpes-
CTaBUTH, YTO €ro OOoJblle HeT. A 4TO cTaHeT ¢ umrepreii? Benb HOBBII MMIiepaTop He KOPOHOBAH.
Hu onHOMY 13 HUX UM B TOJIOBY HE IPUXOAMJIO, YTO MOBEIUTENIEM DJIMaHa CTall UX JPYT.

— ¥mep. .. — myxo cka3zan JIek, BbITupas ciaesbl pykaBoM. — YMep. ..

— Ha, ymep... — He MeHee IIyxo noarsepau1 CaHTH.

— Ceernas namsrh. .. — rojioc JHeTa JpoxKall.

— A Teriepsb 4ero aenarh? — CIPOCHII ellle He TPUIIIEIIINIA B cedst ocyie custHus Xpat. — Mbl
e B ITyCThIHE, M BOAbl HU XpeHa HeT. Kak Obl Mbl TYT PSIIOM C HUM He JIEIJIN. ...

— BoiGepemcsi! — ogepnyn ero TunyBuasb. — He 1o Toro moka.

— W3BuHUTE. .. — CMYIIIEHHO OypPKHYJT OpPK.

— Xpar 1npaB, — BcTpsixHysics Jlek. — BeiOupatbest oTcroa Bce paBHO Hajo. PamgyxkubiM [Ipako-
HOM HaM YK€ He CTaTh, OH IIPUXOAUT TOJIbKO B CITy4yae OOJBIION Oe/Ibl.

— T eme He noHAN? — nryxo cnpocui CaHTH.

— UYro 51 omkeH ObUT TOHATH? — pacTepsiyics TOpell.

CKOMOpOX OTKMHYJI I'OJIOBY Ha3aJ, M XpUILIO, KAPKAIOLIE PACXOXOTAJICA. 3aTeM €T0 TeJIO MoJep-
HYJIOCb TYMaHHOM JBIMKOM, YEPE3 HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUI IIPEBPATUBILENCS B TEMHO-CEPBIN 1ALl
CaHTy HaKMHYJI Ha TOJIOBY KAIIOIIOH, U €T0 JIMLO CKPbLIa TYMaHHas MackKa.

— Tenepp noHsN? — MPOrpoxoTas ryJaKum royoc.

— 3agnuily ra0Ta Ha MOIO TOJIOBY! — OTIIATHYJICS Xpart, 3alHYJICS U ycesicsl Ha TIECOK.

OcrasbHble TPOE HUYETO HE CKa3aJld, TOJIBKO OLIAJIENIO XJIOMAJIM IVIa3aMH, HE ITIOBEPUB TOMY,
4yTO BUAAT. OHAKO NIPUIILIOCH TOBEPUTH — NIEPE], HUMU AEUCTBUTEIBHO CTOSUI HOBBIM nMmneparop. 1
3TO OBUI HE KTO MHOM, Kak peikuil Cantu! Jlek onoMHwmiics nepBbiM. OH BbIHYJI KapTaru U3 HOXeEH,
OITyCTUJICS HA OJHO KOJIEHO U OTCAJIIOTOBAJI €r0 BEINYECTBY. 3aTeM ITPUMEPY HACTaBHMKA IOCIIEN0-
BaJM DHeT, Xpar U TUHYBUAIb.

— W 910 MHe co BceM 3TUM JAenath? — TOCKJIMBO CIIPOCKI CKOMOPOX, yOpaB TYMaHHYIO Macky.

— Uro nomkeH, — moxaj IuieyaMu roped. — A BOT 4TO jAenark Ham? MapaH npocui teGe
IIOMOYb. . .

— 3pech u gymath Hedero! — pesko 6pocui rpad. — Pa3z Cantu ummeparop, To Ham OBITh €ro
JIbJapaMu. DJIbJAPOB ke HE OCTAJIOCh !

— Cornacen! — nmocinslimaics cOOKy MeIoguuHbli ronoc TuHyBHaIA.

— W 5, — OypkHyJ1 OpK, Bce elle HeBepslle Tpscs rojoBoi. — Kyzia x s oT Bac, TMBIPXOB JIMHS-
JIbIX, IEHYCh-TO?

— Tsl npaB, — xmypo cornacuics Jlek. — Mbl ¢ ToOOH, peikuid. [lepKuch.

— Cnacu6o0... — cna6o ynsionyncs Canru. — Cnacu6o Bam, pebdsra... Torna ceifuac B 3amMok
ITpuzpakos ormpaBumcs. [a u Tesio Tyaa nepernpaBuTh HaJo, YTOOBI COXPAHUTD JI0 TOXOPOH.

— A 310 4uTO Takoe, 3amok IIpuspakos? — o3agaumiicsa Xpar.

— MimniepaTopckuil 3aMOK Ha OcTpoBe Ykaca, Tapnasare.
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— I'me?! — ukHYN OT Takoi HOBOCTH DHeT. — Thl B cebe, BeTMIecTBO?

— B cebe, B cebe, — 3aBepIT €ro CKOMOPOX, CKOPYMB EXUHYI0 MUHY.

VnuBnenue rpaga ObUIO MOHSITHBIM — HU OAWMH KOpaOib He Mor npubmusutbes K Tapaa-
Bary, 3HaMEHUTOMY OCTPOBY Ykaca, Kak MPO3BaJIi ero CyeBepHble MOPSIKUA. Bokpyr Hero OyieBasu
CTpaIlIHbIe IITOPMA, TPUOPEKHBIE BOJBI CKPBIBAIM B ce0e COTHU prQoB, Oepera ObLITM HEMPUCTYITHBI
— crutonIHble cKajbl. Ho 1 3TOro maso, eciim Kakoi-HUOyb COPBUTOJIOBA BCE ke TPOOHpaICs yepes
puOBBIii MOsIC, €T0 BAPYT OXBAThIBAT OSCIPUYMHHBIN yKac, U OeHsATa YHOCHUIICA Mpodb oT Tapra-
Bara Ha BceX Iapycax, paccKasblBasi MOTOM B IMOPTOBBIX TABEPHAX BCSKME HEOBUTUIIBL. [IaBHO yxke
HUKTO HE [Nl TMOMBITOK BBICAJAUTHCS HA OTPOMHOM OCTPOBE, HECMOTpsI Ha BCE €ro BO3MOXHBIC
6orarcTBa. XOOWIH CIyXH, YTO TaM KUBYT KaKMe-TO CTPAITHbIE Yy/I0BHUIIA.

CymiecTBoBasl elie OAuH MoAOOHBIA OCTpoB — ocTpoB [emoHoB, Kxapnasar, HaJl KOTOpPbIM
MOPSIKM MHOT/IA BUJIEN MTPU3PAYHYIO YEPHYIO (pUrypy pocToM /10 HeOa, ¥ 3aMHUpPaJIi OT yXkaca, HaJle-
sICh, UTO BBIXOJEII M3 a/1a He TPOHET UX. Eciu He MbITaauch NpUOIU3UTLCS K Oepery, To U He Tporad.
A BOT €C/Y MBITATNUCh. .. BBIKUBIIHE MOTOM PAacCKa3bIBAJIM MHOTOE, TOJBKO MaJIO KTO UM BEpUIT —
BCEM U3BECTHA CTPACTh MOPSIKOB K IMTynbiM OaiikaM. Ho 4To-TO HEMOHATHOE Ha 9THX JABYX OCTPOBAX
BCe-Taku ObUIO, UTO-TO, HE XkeJjaoliee, YTOObl ero OeCroKouIi. 3IpaBOMBICIIAIINE JTIOIU U He Oec-
TIOKOWJIH, & AYPAKOB HE KaJlb.

— Iloromy HUKTO U He MOXkeT Ha TapraBare BBICAUTHCS, YTO TaM UMIIEPATOPCKHUIA ABOpEL], —
nosiciil CaHTH yAMBJIEHHBIM JIpY3bsiM. — OCTPOB 3alWIIEH TAKUMH 3aKJIATHUSAMH, YTO HU OWH Mar
He pazoepercs. Cam DnmaH 3aBoeBatesb HakJaasBal. Thl, JIek, HA OTHOM W3 TalHBIX OCTPOBOB —
Octpose [IeMOHOB — yike ObIBaJl, MeX Iy TpounM. Jlake JA0ITO KW TaM.

— Tak 3amok Bounnos Ha KxapaaBare pacrionoxen? — uzymuJics ropeit. — Hukorga Osl He mojy-
Mal. ..

— Ha Hewm, rne ke eme, — noarsepawi uMmneparop. — Ho Ham Tyna He Hazmo. Bee HyxkHOe B
3amke [Ipu3pakoB ecTb, TaM U POBELY Ballly MHULIMAIMIO. B HEM ellie MHOrO 4ero umeercs, Aaxe
Mapan He 3HaJ1 BCero.

— A Tebe OTKyna U3BECTHO, UTO 3HAJI, & Yero He 3HaJ1 MapaH? — HACTOPOXUJIICS DHeT.

— Bo Bpems nepenaun BJIacTy HOBBIM MMIIEPATOp MOJMyYaeT MamsTh BcexX MpexHux. Kpome
Onuana 3aBoeBatens. [1ozxke pacckaxy MogpoOHO, HAJIO CIIEIIUTh, MOKa 51 Ha HOrax cro. Ckopo
CBAJTIOCh — Niepejava namsTi 0e3 Mocie/ICTBUI He MMPOXOIUT, B OalllKe Takasi Kailia, YTo e1ie HEeMHOTO
— ¥ 51 BOOOIIIe cOOOpakaTh MepecTaHy.

— Hy, a1 nopxota ce6e! — mOTpsiceHHO MPUOTKPBLT POT rpad. — ThI. ..

— ITotom, Bce motoM! — 0H6opBast €ro UMIepaTop.

Ero marasno, caMo4yBCTBHE C KaK/IbIM MTHOBEHHEM YXY/IIIIAIOCh, TOJI0BA HECTEPIUMO OoJIena.
W3 nocnenaux cvn CaHTH OTKPBUT IOPTAJT, TUXO YAMBJISSCH PO cedst, uTo criocodeH Ha 31o. [Tokazan
Ha Hero pykow W 3amep, MOIIAThBasCh. B3MIsSHYB Ha MOKPHITOE TIOTOM JIMIIO CBOETO OBIBIIIETO yue-
HUKa, JIeK TIOHSUI, YTO TOT Ha IPaHU MOTEPU CO3HAHMSI, U MIPUHSJICS KOMAH/I0BaTh. XpaT ¢ DHETOM
MOAXBATWIM Teno MapaHa M yIUIM B TYMaHHYIO AbIMKY. 32 HUMHM nociiefoBain Tunysuane. [opel,
MOJIAEPXKUBAsT CKOMOPOXA, BOIIIEN B TIOPTAJI MOCIIETHUM.

Kak Tonmpko mopran cxionnyscs, Cantu o6Buc Ha pykax Jleka 6e3 mamsaTtu. ToT pactepssHHO
BBIPYTaJicsl, C HEIOyMEHUEM OIJISIAbIBAsICh BOKPYT. Ipy3bsi CTOSUIM B KAKOM-TO OTPOMHOM ITYCTOM
3ajie ceporo 1Bera. Kak ToIbKO OHM OKa3aJMch 3[€Ch, HETIOHATHO OTKYAa IMPO3BYYall TOHT.

— A Teriepb 4ero aenatb? — pacTepsHHO CIIPOCHII TOpell, OCTOPOXKHO OITyCKasi MMIlepaTopa Ha
TOJ.

— I'mbIpX ero 3Haet! — moxarn mieyamu Xpar. — Haiiti koro-HuOymb» Hajo.

— Eciu 31€ch XOTh KTO-TO €CTb. .. — MOEKUIICS DHET.

Opnnako moau B 3amke [TpuspakoB Bee ke OblTi. BCkope B 3aj1e MOSIBUJICS YTO-TO HEAOBOJIBHO
Oypuaiuii cede 1moji HOC YeJIOBEeK B MMOBAPCKOM KOJIIAKe M YCHIITAHHOM MYKOM (bapTyke.
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— Hy u koro rMelpxa Tpe3BOH Takoil NOABIMAaTh? — MPauyHO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH. — Y MeHs,
MeX Iy TpounM, xJie0 B rieun! Het, 6pocaii Bce, Oeru k Hemy! A croput x71e0? Cam ke ropesioe xpatb
He craner! [lenats Tebe Gomnbiie Hedero? Tak risam, mac MeTaon kak orpe! Coscem obHarnen! To
OH 3JIb TaCKaeT, TO TPE3BOH Ha Bech 3aMOK ycrpauBaer! O, a rae 3to oH? OnsATh CMbUICS, 3apa3a
Takas?

— K10? — pacrepsinno ciipocui Jlek.

— BenudectBo 310 3aapurnianHoe, Mapan kotopoe. be3 Hero BbI O Ciojia He TOTaJIH.

— Mapan? — ropbKo YCMEXHYJICSI TOpeIl M [TOKa3ajl Ha MepPTBOE TeJI0, KOTopoe JHeT ¢ XpaTtom
TIOJIOXKMJIM Herojianieky. — Jla BOT OH.

— He Hayo Tak myTuth, mapeHs. .. — Moo JHe He3HAKOMEII.

— A s u He my4y. imnepatop noruo, anpaapsl, Bce JO eMHOTO — ToXe. A BbI KTO?

— Bepkur, noBap 37€MIHUH... — IIyXO OTBETWJI TOT, HEBEPHBIMM IAraMy MPHOIMKASICh K
Mapany.

OnycTUBIIMCH HAa KOJIEHH, OH HEMHOTO TIOMOJTYAJI ¥ TIOYTH HECIIBIIITHO TPOIIENTAN:

— DX, TBOE BEJIMUECTBO, TBOE BEINYECTBO. .. YTO %k 3TO THI TaK, a? Ha Koro x Tl Hac Gpocuit?

3aTteM mpoBeJT PYKOW HaJ JIMIIOM MEpPTBEld, 3aKpbIBasi €ro MIMPOKO pacliaxHyThle I7ia3a, U
HayaJl MpephIBAIOLIMMCS TOJIOCOM YMTaTh OTXOJHYIO MOJIUTBY. BUHO OBUIO, UTO OH C TPYIOM COep-
KUBaeT cje3bl. JIeK MeperisiHyIICs ¢ OCTAIBHBIME, APY3bsl TOKE OMYCTHIIMCH HA KOJIEHH U MPUCOEIH-
HWINCh K MOJTUTBE. 3aKOHUMB MOJIUTHCSI, OHU BCTAJIM U JIOJITO €Ille MOJTYa CTOSUIM Tepesi TOKOWHBIM
umrnepatopoM. JIo cux mop He BEpUIJIOCh, UTO ero Oobiie HeT. Pa3Be o6ontyc CaHTH MOTSIHET 3Ty
IOpXOTOBY Holty? Pa3Be cripaBuTCsi CO BceM, YTO CBAJIMIIOCHh Ha POIHYIo cTpaHy? Jlek oueHb B 3TOM
COMHEBAJICSI.

— K0 HOBBIII-TO? — cripocuit yepe3 HekoTopoe Bpemsi Bepkut. — Tbi?

— Her, BoH TOT pBIXMii, — MOKa3an ropei. — OH Hac CloJja EPEeMECTUII U CO3HAHHE TTOTEPSLI.

— Tax Bcerga ObIBaeT 1mocje KOpOHAIUH. .. — TIOKUBAJT TIoBap. — Hajo oTHeCTH ero B cnajibHIO
U yJI0XUTh. Byaer cnath cyTok Tpoe, He MeHblle. He moiiMy TonbKo, Ha KO XpeH OH Bac Cioia Ipu-
TalAI ¥ TIOYEMY JIMLIO He TIPsTUeT.

— MpI ero Oyay1iye 37bAapsl, — MOSICHIT DHET.

— SlcHo, — kauHyn ronoBoit Bepkur. — JlagHo, Oepute CBOEro Apyra U HECUTE 3a MHOM.

— A urto ¢ HUM? — nokazai Jlek Ha Teno Mapana.

— B negnuk nonoxuM. Hano 10 moxopoH coxpanuts. bennas Puna. ..

— Kakas Puna? — ynusuiicst DHer.

— 7Kena ero.

—A-a-a...

CaHTH BAPYT 3aCTOHAT M CeJ Ha mojy. I 1a3a uMreparopa JMXopagouHo ONyXAaid 1Mo 3aiy,
SIBHO HUYETO HE BUIIS.

— Poikuid, THI 9ero? — BCHOJIOMIWICS OPK, Opocasich K HEMY.

— MeHs 30BYT. .. — XpUILUIO BBIIABUJI U3 ce0s1 CKOMOPOX. — 30BYT. ..

— IloTsHuCh HaBCTpeuy 30BY, TBOE BEIWYECTBO, 3TO KTO-TO M3 7bAapoB! — mia3a Bepkura
3aropesch TpeBoroi. — EMy nomorip, HaBepHOe, HYKHa. . .

HenosepurBo nokocusImch Ha Hero, CaHTH Bce ke nocyascs. Ero 3actaBui OuHyThCs Yen-
TO CTOH, 3BYYaIllUii, Ka3aJI0Ch, COBceM psiioM. KTo-To yctasio 3Ba uMrieparopa, 38aj, yke He HaesCh
Ha OTBET. DTOMY KOMY-TO ObLJIO OYeHb OOJIBHO, ero 00Jb Orjla CKOMOpOXa 1Mo HEpBaM, OH CaM €/1Ba
He CTOHaJI. PbDKUil BHYTpEHHE MOTSIHYJICS HABCTPEdy 30BY, OHOBPEMEHHO MPUTATHMBasi €ro K cede.
BocnasieHHOE co3HaHME caMo CIIIeTasIo KaKMUe-To CTpaHHbIe 3aKIATH, HO yoer Cantu Exunbiii, ecu
OH TIOHMMaJI Kakue ¥ JUIs yero. Bckope Heropaneky crycTiioch 00lauko rnoprana, U3 KOToporo Ha
TOJT 3271 BBINAJT 32JTUTHIA KPOBBIO /TbIAp C MEPTBHIM PEOEHKOM Ha pyKax.

— Tl KTO?.. — I3YMJICHHO TIPOXPHIIEN OH, YBU/IEB MOJOIIEIIIEr0 CKOMOPOXa.
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— Hosp1it umnieparop, — otBetus1 CaHTH, C TPYAOM YACPKUBASCh HA HOTaX. — Bbl — eIMHCTBEH-
HBIT BBUKUBIIWH 371baap. OcTanbHble moruomu. S Mory Bam 4eM-HUOYIb [TOMOYb ?

— Ioru6mm. .. Enunsiii Cozgarens. .. [Tomous? A rie mbl?

— B 3awmke [Ipuspaxos.

— Torna Bce mpocTo, — MpoIIIenecTes bAAp, Ha I71a3ax Tepsist CUibl. — MBICIIEHHO TIO30BY TaaH
UCIIEJIEHN S, KaK OH TMOSIBUTCS — Pa3[ieHb MEHs M TIOJIOXKH TyAa. DTo capkodar. Yepes Tpu AHS BCTaHY
30pOBBIM. Ecii THI MMITEpaTOp, TaaH MpPUJIET.

— Xoporo.

CaHTH 1oce10Baj COBETY, UyBCTBYs ceOsl ITOJTHBIM MIHOTOM. Heykenu 31ech 4To-To CriocoOHO
yclIblaTh ero MicieHHbid 3087 CtpanHo. Ho peittaps npectona He conran. He ycnen ummnepatop
MO3BaTh HEYTO, HA3BAaHHOE CTPAHHBIM CJIOBOM «TaaH», KaK TOJI HEMoJIaIeKy TOIe/T BOJTHAMU, W U3
MOJTMPOBAHHOTO KAMHSI, KaK U3 BOJIbI, BCIUIBLT IOKPHITHIN OyrpaMu M HAPOCTAMH capKodar mpumMepHO
AT JIOKTEH B yMHY. [1o ero kpoMke Oeskasia ernovyka KpacHbIX OTOHBKOB.

OCTOpOXKHO MPUOMM3HMBIIKCH, UMIIEPATOP TOTPOHYICS 10 capkodara, He 0codO MOHUMAas,
YTO 3TO TaKOe M OTKyAa BOOOIE B3siock. I3 kKaMHs BeITUTBLIO? Yyneca Kakue-To... YKpalieHHast
Pe3b00ii KpHIIITKa MeJIJICHHO MOAHSIACH, OTKPhIBasi B30PY KJIyOBl CEpOro HEMpO3pavyHOro TyMaHa, B
KOTOPOM TO U J€JI0 BCIIBIXMBAJIM TYCKJIbIE TOnyOoBaThie OMuKU. Jlek ¢ DHeTOM MOCTIENTHO pa3aesu
MOTEPSBIIETO CO3HAHWE M3PAHEHHOTO 3JIbJapa W OIMyCTHIM ero BHYTPb. TyMaH MPHHsUT OarpoBbIi
OTTEHOK, YTO-TO HATYXKHO 3aryfiesio, ¥ KpbIIlIKa MeIJICHHO 3aKpbulach. TaaH MoTepsul OYepTaHus U
YTOHYJI B TOJY.

— 3710 Yero ObUTO? — pacTepsiHHO cripocui Xpar. — Yro 3a mTyka?

— A g 3Ha10? — ycrao noxan miedamu Cantu. — TaaH kakoit-To... O#, OmuH!

— Yro eme? — HacTopoxkuiics JIek.

— Camu-To clofia IepeMeCcTUIINCh, a O JeBOUKax 3a0butn? — 3710 OypKHY! umnepartop. — KakoBo
uM miocsie Bcero? C yma, BEpHO, CXOASIT, HUUETO MOHATh HE MOTYT.

— Tann? mamte pass Kaat! — BRIpyrajicss Ha pOOHOM si3bIKe 371b(. — Thl MOXeIb UX K HaM
BBITSIHYTh?

— Iompobyio certyac, — moexuscs CaHTH.

— He coBeroBan Obl, TBOE BenmuecTBo! — BMemaiicsi Bepkut. — TeGe OTIOXHYTh HY)KHO, a TO
TOYHO ITOTOM HECKOJIBKO JHE! BCTaTh HE CMOKEIIIb.

— He cmory, tak He cMory! — ¢ gocamoit oTMaxHyscsi umrieparop. — TOMBKO s TYT YOKHYCb,
€CJIM 3HaTh He Oy/ly, 4TO C ICBYOHKAMH U Tjie OHU. JIek, DHeT, ecu ynamy, Bl YK MOIICPKUTE.

— JlaBaid... — MaxHyJ1 pyKoy ropeil.

CHoBa noe:xuBimch, CaHTU Hayasl NOTPyKaTbCsl B MaMsATh, JocTaBlIylocs oT Mapana. Iloka
Ha TIOBEPXHOCTh CO3HAHUS BHIILIBIBAJIO OY€Hb HEMHOTOE, TIepe/l I71a3aMU MOYeMy-TO CTOsiIa Kakasi-
TO HE3HAKOMasl MOXWJIasl KEHIMHA, CMOTPSIIasi Ha HETO C TOCKOW M TpeBoroi. HasepHoe, xeHa
nokoriHoro. Mimmneparop npencraBui cede nuia JeByIIeK W MOTSIHYT UX K cebe, OIIyIas, 4to Ha
YPOBHE MHTYHIIMH CIUIETAET CJIOKHOE, MHOTOypOBHEBOE 3akJisATue. OH He MOHMMa, KaKuM 00pa3oM
JeNaer 3To, HO Bce paBHO Aenan. [puner Bpems — pa3odepercs. He ceituac.

B 3ane pe3ko noreMHeso, 3aTeM MOJIBIXHYJIO HECKOJIBKO SIPKUX BCITBIIIEK, 3araxJio, Kak Mmocie
I'pO3bl, U TIO TIOJTy C BU3TOM TOKATHIUCh CeMb JieByIiek. OueHb pa3HbIX Ha BUJ. HUKTO He 3amerw,
OTKyJa OHU BO3HMKJIM, Ka3aJ0Ch, IPSMO M3 BO3AyXa. JIek Opocuiicsi Ha IOMOIIb CBOEH HEeHarsIsii-
HOM Dnua, 3a0bIB 000 BCEM Ha CBETE, OCTAJIbHBIE TOXKE TOCTIEIIWIIN K yueHulaM. HUKTo, kpome yko-
PU3HEHHO TOKAYMBAIOIIETO T'OJIOBOM MOBapa, HE 3aMETHJI, YTO UMIIEPATOP TUXO OMYCTUJICS HA IO
Y CHOBA MoTepsi1 co3Hanue. HenoBosbHO Bopua cebe mof Hoc, Bepkut ynoxun Cantu noynoOHee 1
cen psiioM, u3berasi CMOTpeTh Ha MepTBOro Mapasa.

— 3apaBcTBYi, MOs1 Xopoliiasi! — morenoBai odanaeBtyio dima Jlek.

— 3/IpaBCTBYH. .. — pacTepsIHHO OTO3BaJIaCh OHA. — A rje 310 A7 YUTto 310 BoOOIIIe ObLIO?

— A YTO ThI IOMHHUIITB ?
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— IlomHI0, OKa3asach B KAKOM-TO 3ajie... Bbl CTOsIIM B Kpyry, cKpecThB Meuu. [1otoM 4To-TO
elle CIIyJrIoch, MHE MOKa3aj0Ch, Y MEHsI M3 PyK MOJHUU OWJIHU... A TIOTOM BbI B JJpakoHa MpeBpa-
THJINCh U YJCTENH. . .

— Tak u 6b1710, — yIBIOHYIICS TOpell. — MHunmanys ciyuunsach. ToabKo BOT. ..

— Yt0? — BCTpeBOXMWIACh Jiua.

— Nmmneparopa yowmu.

— Henpaena! — HanonHmIMCh ciie3amu ria3a JeByliku. — Thl Bpemib! Ckaxu, 4To Thl Bpellib!

— Ecimu Gbl.... — omyctun rosnoy Jlek. — Bot oH.

He noBepuBIIast cTpamiHoMy W3BECTHIO DJra MpUOIM3MIIachk K Teiny Mapana u 3amepia, rnocre-
TMIEHHO MMOHUMas], 4TO el cKa3ayu npasay. OHa He 3amevaa, uTo IU1aveT, IS Ha 3aTUTOTO 3aCThIB-
IIeH y’ke KPOBBIO YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPOro TaK JIOOWIIA U yBaKasa.

— Yro ¢ Brnagpikoit? — BctpeBoXkeHHO cripocuia Jle y Bepkura, 3ameTHB Jiexkasiiero 6e3 co3Ha-
Hus CaHTu.

— Ilepenanpsircsi, Bac BhITaCKUBasi, — OypKHYJ TOT. — Tenepb HECKOJIBbKO AHEH 0e3 maMsTh
BaJIAThCS OyaeT. DTo X HaJo, cpa3y Moclie KOpOHAIIMU Takoe oT4yeOyunTh?! Ouymen napeHs!

— Kakoit kopoHarmm?

— JIOpXOTOB XBOCT MHE B TJIOTKY, MJMOTY CTapoMy! — BBIpYyTajcsi oBap, MOHSIB, YTO MPOrOBO-
puJicst. HensBecTHo elnie, MMeeT Ji 9Ta AEBUIIA ITPABO 3HATh, YTO PHIKHUIA MATBUMIIKA CTAJI UMIIEPATO-
pom. XoTs1, MHaue 3a4eM OH BbITal ee cioga? Ho Gosbiie roBoputh Bepkut Hudero ve cooupanics.
U Tak kommap — 6a0b B 3amke [Ipuspakos! Hackoinbko OH 3HaI, TAKOrO KOIIYHCTBA HE CITy4aloCh
OoJbIIIe TSATHUCOT JIET.

— Torma HajgoO OTHECTH €ro B MOCTeNb! — paccepikeHO TOmHya Horoi JKpwuiia, MoHsB, YTO
OoJIbIlIe HUYEro OT He3HAKOMIIAa B TIOBAPCKOM hapTyKe He JOObeTCs.

Ona no3Bana Becnanyio, ¢ MHTEpecoM OIJISABIBABIIYIO 3471, ¥ JEBYIIKH, cleays 3a Bepkutom,
otHecs CaHTH B OOJIBIITYIO ¥ yIOOHYIO CIIAIbHIO HEerojiasieKy. Pa3oOparbcsi B IPOUCXOAIIEM MOKHO
OyleT ¥ Mo3xe, a OKa Ha/I0 M03a00TUTHCS O HACTABHUKE.

[ecras cuyena Ha POCKOIIHON KPOBATH, MPauyHO YCTABUBIIIKCH B CTeHY. MHOroe CTonsIo ooy-
Martb. Emie BuepamHum yrpom oHa Obuta padbiHelt B Haprarane. XKnana npogaxu, meurana, 4ro ee
KYyIUT JIOOMMBI, HaJIesl1ach Ha CBOE MAJIEHbKOE CUacThe. A TIOTOM — ayKIMOH, W BCE, CITyUMBIIIEECs
Ha HeM. He ycnena Illectasi omOMHMTBCSA, KaK CTOsITa HA KAKOM-TO TUIAITY M COTJIAIIaiach CTaTh yue-
HUIIEH HOCATOro Kacopra, Myraioliero ee 10 THXOro Busra. Ecim 4ecTHo, cornacuiach TONBKO paau
Ixe, OpOCUBITIErocs 3a Hell B HeU3BECTHOCTh. YTOOBI CIIacTy JIIOOMMOTO, JIEBYIIIKA TOTOBA ObLIa 100-
POBOJILHO MOWTH Ha BCe, AaXe Ha Ka3Hb, IyCTh CAMYI0 MYUYHUTEJIbHYIO.

Ho Dxe Bckope Kyaa-To yBesu, a ¢ Hee CaMOU CHSUIM OIIEHHUK, CKa3aB, YTO OHA OTHBIHE CBO-
6onna. Illecras He moBepuiia — 0 Kakoit cBoOozie BoodIe peub? Ee KTo-HuOyap cripammBa XoTh O
yem-to? Her. Jlaxke He codupanmch. Cka3aim, 4To JOJDKHA CTaTh YYSHUIIEH HOCATOTrO — U Bee Tede.
A IaHHYI0 Kacopry KJISITBYy He HApyIIMIIIb, JEBYIIKA TOYEMY-TO OblIa yBepeHa B 3TOM. [la 1 pyxHyB-
1M Ha Hee BO BPeMsI MHULIMALIMM YE€pHBIN J1y4d roBopui1 0 MHOroM. C ThMoi1 B UTpbl HE UTPAIOT, 3TO
3HQJIM JJake HapTarajbCKue paObIHU.

Bckope Illectyio oTBe/M B Kakyl0-TO KOMHATY, I/ie €€ BCTPEeTU/IM JIBe Apyrue aeBymku. OqHa
BBITJISIZENIA IOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO, MMeJa KPACHYI0 KOXKY M HeOOJIbIIIMe KIIBIKM, a BTOpasi Obljla OYEHb
BBICOKOH M KpYIHOH. OHU YTO-TO TOBOPWJIU, MBITATUCH KAK-TO OOBSICHUTHCSI C HOBOW COCEJIKOM, HO
paObIHs He 3HaJIa HA OJJHOTO U3 OOIIETIPUHSTHIX SI3BIKOB DJMaHa, TOIbKO poaHou. He monnmast, yero
HYKHO 9TUM HE3HAKOMKaM, OHa ChEeXUJIaCh Ha KOMKE, C TOCKOM IJIsi/is B TOJ. [IeByIIIKa e/iBa CliepKu-
BaJIa CJIe3bl — IUIAKaTh XOTEJIOCh CTPAIITHO, HO BAPYT 3[€Ch 3a Clie3bl HaKa3piBaloT? Brjena Ha crivHe
TNiepeoIeBaBIIIEICs BHICOKOW COCEIKU CIIebl OT MaJKH — KPEMKO, MOX0oXe, OSqHSIKKE 10CTaIoCh, /10
KpoBu Owiu. Jlyuine ciepxkarbesi... Y3HaTh Obl ellle, 3a YTO 3/1eCh HaKa3bIBAIOT, YTOOBI CaMOW He
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HapBatbcs. OueHb He X04eTcs, Ja TOJIbKO, BUJHO, HUKY/IA He JIeHelbesl. Pa3 31ech 1axke CBOMX ObIOT,
TO YK UyKauKy — caMm OOT BeJied.

JleByIiIKa ¢ yIMBIEHUEM MOIISIIBIBAJIA HA YTO-TO BECEJI0 0OCYKAAIOMINX COCEOK, TOHSIBIIMX,
YTO FOBOPUTH C ypokeHKoi Haprarans 6ecrionezno. OHM 700 OONTANH,  3aTeM BAPYT B3SUTH MATKH
u Havamu apatbes. Kommvap! C yma mocxoauiu, uto u? PaObiHS pacTepsHHO CMOTpesia Ha BHITBO-
PSIOIIUX AOPXOT 3HAET UTO MMAHOK. Te u3rndaiuch Tak, Kak OHa cama HUKOTAA Obl He BHITHYJIACh,
XOT$I C ISTCTBA OTJIMYAJIACh U3PSAHON TMOKOCTBIO, 1A M YIUTEs TAaHIIeB MHOTOMY Hayuwiii. W Oumm
apyr apyra cocenku Beepbes! Illectas B3aporHysa, mpeacTaBuB UTo TO €€ TaK BHITSHY/IM 10 pedpam
MAJIKOM, KaK TOJIBKO UTO «IpUJIacKajia» Mopyry KpacHomuuas. Ho mocrpagasias gaxe He BCKPHK-
HyJIa — OHa BBIPYrajach CKBO3b 3yObl, MOANPHITHYJIA U HAHECTa OOMIUMIIEe XJIECTKUI yaap HOro B
Ipydb, OT KOTOPOTO Ta OTJIeTeNla K CTeHe, CBAJMB MO JIOpOre KyBIIUH C BOIOHM. TOJNBKO OCKOJIKHU C
OpbI3raMy BOJIbl HATIONOJIAM BO BCE CTOPOHBI MOJIETeNH !

— 910 eme 4To 3a Oapaak?! — psABKHYJ BHE3AITHO Yel-TO XpHILIbii Oac. — [To po3ram cocky4u-
muck?! Tak 51 Bam 11ac ycrporo ¢ Humu Berpeuy! Hagonro 3anomuure!

HapymmreibHUIBI CIOKOWCTBUSL B OUH TOJIOC OWKHYJH, OIIAPAIIEHHO YCTABUBIIKCH HA pac-
CEep’KEHHOTO KOMEH/IaHTa Ka3apM, IIPUILIEIIEero Ha IIyM. YBU/IEB Niepe]] COOO0i TEBYOHOK, OH HE CTall
MIPUMEHSATH (PUBMUECKUX MEP BO3JEUCTBU S, TOJILKO MOOpal HEMHOTO J1s1 mopsiaka. [lapHsiM B Takom
CcIy4ae JOCTaIoCh ObI MO TIOJTHOM Mporpamme.

Uro sxe 31ech Takoe TBopHTcs? IllecTast co cTpaxom cMOTpesia Ha HaJIpbIBHO OPYILETO KOpeHa-
CTOTO MY)XKUMHY U €KUJIaCh, OKUJIAsI, YTO CeYac BCEX TPeX KUTEIbHUIl KOMHATHI TIOTOHSAT K HaKazy-
IOIIMM, WJIM KaK OHM 371eCh Ha3bIBAIOTCSA. [10 CMyIIEHHBIM JMIIaM BUHOBHHUII JIEBYILIKA MOHSLIA, YTO
TE€ U B CAMOM JIeJIe C/IeJIAJT YTO-TO HE TO M YYBCTBYIOT CBOIO BUHY. OOMIHO OyIeT MOIyYrTh PO30T
WM TUTeTed poCTo 3a KommaHmio. OHaKO HUYEro CTPAIIHOTO He MPOU3OIIUIO, CTPOTUi TOCIIONUH
BCKOpE yIIIeJ, Ha MPOIaHKe TaK XJIOMHYB JBEPbI0, YTO KOCSK 3aTpsiccsl. PaObIHS 1axe yauBUiIach —
HU pa3y Ha ee MaMsATH rOCIofia He OCTaBJIsUIM 1Moo0HOe NoBeeHne 6e3Haka3zaHHbIM. CoceqKu nepe-
[JISTHYJIUCh, TIPHICHYJIM M KUHYJIMCh BBITHPAThH C T10J1a BOAY.

3akoHYMB yOOPKY, KpAaCHOIHUIIAs Kya-TO yIIIa, HO BCKOPE BEPHY/IACh C MOKPHIMU BOJIOCAMHU
— BUAMMO, Kynaiack. [Totom U3 KOMHaThl ucuesna Beicokast. Illectas mpoBoania ee 3aBUCTIIMBBIM
B3IVISIIOM — TIOCJIe BCEX MPUKJTIOUEHHIA OHA TOXKEe HE OTKa3aaach Obl TOMBIThCS. JIeByIIKa ¢ KJIBIKaMU
ycesach niepe]] 3epKajioM M MPUHSLIACh PACUEChIBaTh CBOM KECTKUE YepHbIE BOJIOCHI.

B 3T1O0T MOMEHT Bce 1 ciyurioch. M3 cTeH KOMHAThl B OTYAsSIHHO 3aBU3KABIIMX JEBYIIEK yia-
puM Oesible MOJIHMHM, WX 3aKPYTHJIO B HETIOHSATHO OTKYJA B3SIBILIEMCsI BUXPE, M OHU OKA3aJIHCh B
OOJIBIIIOM 3aJie, 3arOJTHEHHOM POCKOITHO OfieThiMU rocriofami. Illecras TMXO MHUCKHYMA OT yXkaca,
HE TIOHMMAs1, YTO CIyYMJIOCh M KaK OHa ciofa nomnaia. [la 1 Bce 3T BEJIbMOXHU BOKPYT IyTrajd JI0
oHemeHusi. KTo 3Haer, yTo UM B TojIoBbI B30peeT? MoXkeT, 3aXOTST pa3BIevbCsl Ka3HbIO PaObIHM,
camoe OObIYHOE Be/Ib ISl TOCTION pa3BiieyeHue.

— CraHbTe BOKPYT HAC B IISITH JIOKTSIX OT KPyra ¥ Ha PaBHOM PACCTOSTHUM APYT OT Apyra! — mpo-
rpeMest NepeKaThIBAIOLIMIACS, TPeMSIINI, HeueJoBeueckrid rooc, oT kotoporo Ilectyio 3arpsicio
KPYITHOM JIPOXKBIO.

BHesarHo neByIKa MoHsiIa, 4To JODKHA AenaTh. OTKyma B3sUIOCh B HEM 9TO CTpaHHOE 3Ha-
HUe, paOblHS HUKOrJAa He cymesna Obl 0ObsiCHUTh. OTKyga-To B3suioch. OHa Hallla CBO€ MECTO B
Kpyry CemepbiX U BBITSIHYJIa PyKU B CTOPOHBI, OIIYIIasi, YTO €€ I71a3a CTAHOBSTCS MpoBajiaMu ThMBbI.
['yObI MPOM3HOCUIIM KaKKe-TO HEM3BECTHBIE e 3aKIMHaHMS. MeXay pyKaMu JIeByIlIeK 3a0UInCh pas-
HOIIBETHBIE MOJHMH. DTO OBUIO CTPAIIHO, HO OJHOBPEMEHHO MpekpacHo — Illectyio nepenonHsio
OIIYyIIEHUE HeYeJIOBEUECKOW CUIIBI, €1 XOTEJIOCh CMESIThCS U JieTaTh. [la, XOTeIoCh paclaxHyTh HeCy-
IIECTBYIOIIHE KPbUTbsl M B3MBITh B BO3AyX! OHa IpoAo/Kasia TPOMKO YeKaHUTh JPEBHHUE KaK MUP
3aKJIATHS, CAMOM AYIIOH OIIyIast MX JAPEBHOCTb, U IOHUMAsI, YTO CTOJIKHYJIACh C YEM-TO HEBEPOSIT-
HBIM.
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Korna Bce 3aKOHYMJIOCH, M IIAATH IOHOILLEH, PEBPATUBILUECS B IpaKOHA, UCUYE3/IM B NOPTAJE,
[lecras enpa He moTepsila CO3HAHUSA. [IeBYIIKM UCITyTaHHO COMJIMCH B KyUKY, AENSICh BIEYaTJICHU-
ssvu. Y paOeins nonnMasia ux! He 3Hana, kKakiuM 00pa3oM, HO MOHMMAaJa, XOTsl OHM TOBOPUJIM BOBCE
He no-Hapraraibcku. OIHaKO MpojoiKajla MoJIvarh, Cayllas pa3roBopbl Apyrux. Hajgo s Havana
XOTs1 OBl MPUOTM3UTENILHO Pa300paThcs B TOM, UTO ¢ Hell ciyumioch. Kem u yem ona crana? A Benp
crasia. M yemM-To ropazno GosbimmM, yeM desioBek. Omryiana, 4Tto B JIIOOOH MOMEHT MOXET IpH-
3Barh Uity ThMbl. 3HaJIa THICAYM 3aKJIATHI HenpeacTaBuMon Moiu. [ToHnMana, Kak ycTpoeH Mup,
Y KaKOBBI €ro 3aKOHbI, ycTaHoBJIeHHble Ennnbiv Co3narenem.

JleByIiKu npogokanyd O00aTaTh, BOCXUIASACH CBOSH HEMOHATHO OTKYHA B3SIBIIIEHCS Maruyve-
CKOH CWJION M 3HAHUSIMH, KOT/Ia MX BHE3AIHO MOAOPOCHIIO U YTAIIMIJIO B BOZHUKIIUH MO MOTOJIKOM
noprail. Pa3naBimiicss MHOTOrOJIOCHA BU3I ObLJT HACTOJIBKO MTPOH3UTEIBHBIM, UTO JIIOOOH YCIIBIIIAB-
IIAI €r0 OrJIOX OBl

[TpokaTuBIIKCE 10 MOJTY IYCTOTO 3aj1a ¢ cepeiMu cTeHamu, Illectas pacrepsiHHO 3ameprna, pac-
KUHYB HOTHM B CTOPOHBI. ITO eitle uto? OuepeaHbie uyneca? [la uTo e 3To 3a AeHb Takou, a? YTpoM
e ellle B BOCIIUTATEIbHOM JIoMe OblL1a, ayKIMoHa 1oxkuaatack! Co3HaHMe OTKa3bIBAJIOCh BOCTIPUHU-
MaTh HOBOE, MIepe]] IMIa3aMu BCe IUIbUIO, TOITHWIIO. PaOBIHS TyIO cMOTpea, Kak JBe Ipyrue AeBYIIKH
YHECJIM KyJa-TO MOTEPSIBILEro CO3HaHUE phblkero napHs. Ha nexamuii Henojpaneky 3aJuThlii KPOBbIO
TPYIl OHa CTapayiach He 0OpallaTh BHUMaHHMsI, CIIUIIKOM YX HenpusiTHoe 3penuiie. [loroMm KTo-TO
cKaszaJl, 4To 3TOT MEepTBeLl — umrneparop DnuaHa, Ho Illecras He noBepuiia. Pa3Be umneparop Moxer
OBITH OZIET B MPOCTOW TeMHO-cepblid Tutan]? HeT, koHeuHo. B MX BOCIIUTATENBHBINA JOM KaK-TO pa3
HaBezaJIcss Koposib Haprarasisa, neByika XOopoIo 3anoMHuIa 6e3yMHYI0 pOCKoIIb ero ofestHuil. C
4ero Obl UMIIepaToOpy Xyke KOpoJisi ofeBaThesi? Bee OHM OIHUM MUPOM Ma3aHbl, CBOJIOYH. . .

— Yo cuuiiib? — ofOIILIA K HEW HEBBICOKAsi YepHOBOJIOCAsI IeBYIIIKA. — MIieM, y:KUHATh 30BYT.

VxkuHath? DTO OUEHb Ja)ke KCTaTH, C CAMOro yTpa KPOIIKK BO pTy He ObU10. [ToecTs HU ofHa
paObIHs HUKOTa He OTKa3bIBajachk. Hamo ecth, pa3 JaioT, KTo 3HAET, KOT/ia B CJACAYOIIUI pa3 HaKop-
MST, MOTYT U 3a0bITh — HUKOMY HET JIeJIa JI0 TOT0, Yero TaM XOUETCsl HJTH He XOUeTCsl KaKOW-TO HEBOJIb-
Hute. llecras BcTana, MOKJIOHMIIACH U MOCTIEAOBaNa 32 He3HaKoMKoW. KpacuBa. OueHb Kkpacupa.
Joporo, HaBepHOe, 3a Hee 3ariaTiId. PaObIHe B 1IECTOM MOKOJICHUH U B TOJIOBY HE MPUXOAUJIIO, YTO
KpacuBasi JKeHIIMHA MOXET ObITh CBOOOIHOM. [la, MOroBapuBaIi, YTO B UMIIEPUH TAaKOE MU3BPAILICHUE
BO3MOXHO, HO [llectas B riynble CKa3Ky HE BEpUJla C paHHETro JeTCTBAa. MHOI0 4ero roBopsiT, TOJILKO
BOT IIPaB/bl B TOM MaJo.

Borarsiii cron ynuBui aeBymiky. Hu pa3y Takoro He BUena, a Ha MUPIIECTBaX MHAPOB ObIBATH
ele He JOBoAMWJIAack. TaMm, MO ciyxaM, TOJIBKO NTUYBEro MojioKa M HeT. OJHaKo Monajarh Ha 3TU
NUpIIeCTBA PaOBIHAM HE CIUIIKOM-TO XOTEJIOCh — OHM OOBIYHO MOSIBJISUIMCH TaM TOJIBKO B KAYeCTBE
pasBieyeHus Uil TOCHof. A Te MOTJIM Ha KOJI IOCaJUTh WM B Maclie 3a)KUBO CBAPUTD, ObIBAJIM TAKUE
ciyyau. Illecrasg BCOMHMJIA KakOW BEPHY/IM B BOCIUTATENIBHBIMA JIOM IOCJIE KOPOJEBCKOTO MHpa
JIBeHaaTy10, MOTYAIMBYI0O CKPOMHYIO AE€BOUKY, M HEPBHO MOeXuiach. Bocnurarenu npeanowi
D0OUTH OETHSIKKY, JIEIUTh UCKAJICYEHHYIO PaObIHIO CMBICIA HE UMEJIO, BCE PAaBHO HUKTO HE KYIIHT.

— JlaBail 3HaKOMUTBbCsI! — TOBEPHYJIACh K HEUM YepHOBOJIOCast KpacaBulia. — MeHsl 30ByT iua.
S Toxe yuenuna Jleka.

Ona KMBHYJIa HA HOCATOTO KAacopra, C arnrneTuTOM YMUHABIIEro OapaHbio HOTY.

— YV MeHs HET UMeHH, — XMYpO OTBeTWsa JeBymika. — 3Bayim Illectoil. PaObiHAM riMeHU He
T0J1araeTcsl, TOCIO/IMH CaM JIaeT €d KaKoe 3aX0ueT.

— Th1 He paObiHs! — BO3pa3uIia yauBiaeHHAs Diva.

[lecTast TMXOHBKO (PBIPKHYJIA B OTBET, HUUYTh He MoBepuB. Kak jxe, He paObiHs! OrmeiiHukK
casun? Hy u yto? KnarBy-To oHa jaina, v 3Ty KJIATBY cama Tema noarsepawia. Hukyna teneps evt
OT 3TOro rocrnoanHa Jleka, Kak Ha3BaJla ero KpacaBuila, He IeThCsl. XOTb Obl TOJIBKO HE CTaJl HACKIIO-
BaThb MPWJIIOIHO, OTBEN Ky/la-HUOYIb. B TOM, 4TO HBIHYE ke HOUbIO OyJIeT M3HACUJIOBAaHA, PAObIHS HE
comHeBanack. ['ocniona nHaue He nocrynaoT! Hazmesnach ToIbKO, YTO UM OJHUM JIeJI0 000MaeTcs,
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HE CTaHeT OTJaBaTh MPUATENSM s pa3BiedeHuit. OHa ¢ y)XacoM MOKOCHJIACh Ha OTPOMHOTO Kpac-
HOPOJKEro ypoja — He J1ail Enqunblil eMy ocrarbes!

Ona fonro He pemianach B3ATh YTO-HUOYIb CO CTOJA, MOKA TOHSBINAS 3aMENIaTelIbCTBO
AEBYIIKY DJIMa cama He HAIOJTHIJIA ee TapesIKy pa3HbIMU HeBUAaHHBIMU sicTBamH. I1lectasi ¢ ynoBosib-
CTBUEM I10€J1a, CMaKysl KaXIblii KYCOK, BBIITMJIA KPYKKY KAKOTO-TO COKa ¥ MIPUHSIIACh UCKOCA pasIiis-
JBIBATH JIIOJIEH 32 CTOJIOM, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI OHM HE 3aMETWJIM ee JTI0OOMbITCTBA. [leBymku ocodou
HACTOPOXKEHHOCTH HE BBI3BAJIM — TOXe paOblHU, CKOpee Bcero. Tem Oosee uTo JIBYyX U3 HUX, KPacHO-
JMITYI0 1 BBICOKYI0, [lectas yxe 3Hama. TONbKO BOT BeJIM OHM ceOsl CJIMIIIKOM Pa3BsSI3HO Ha €€ B3IV,
JlioGoii HapTarasiell 3a Takoe MoBeIeHNe AaBHO Obl BHICEUD BEJIEN, a 9TU CTPAHHbIE KACOPTH TEPIIAT.
Heckomnbko yavMBHIM HEYETOBEYECKH KpacHBBIE IOHOIIA U JIEBYIIKA C OCTPOKOHEUHBIMHU, TIOIBHIK-
HBIMH YIIaMH ¥ MUH/IQJIEBUTHBIMU TJIA3aMU.

3ametuB unrepec llecroit, nma NosICHUIIA, YTO ITU ABOE — JIETEHIAPHBIE b, A CUASIINE
HAMmpOTUB — OpKH. TyT yxk paObIHe cTasio coBceM He 1o cede. OO opkax paccKa3biBaM TAKUE YKACHI,
YTO HU B OIHOM KOIIIMape He MPUCHUTCS, TIOTOBAPUBAIIHN JIaKe, YTO OHU JIIOAEH 3KUBO TOKHUPAIOT.
B anbdoB oHa mpocTo He nmoBepuia. BceM M3BeCTHO, UTO MEPBOPOKICHHBIE — BCETO JIMIIb CKa3Ka.
[IpocTo cTpaHHbIe JIOIH, BOT 1 BCE.

— Tak, neBouknu! — Bcrai Jlek. — CeromHs OTpIXaeM, a 3aBTpa HAUMHAEM Bac TOHATh. | OTOBb-
Tech. PbDKUII Halll HEOHATHO KOTrJa B ceOs MPHUIET, MOTOMY He OyleM TepsiTh BpeMEHH.

B oTBeT pazpacs 1mecTuroniocslii o0OpeueHHbI CTOH, ToJbKO [llectast mpomoryana, He MOHSB,
YTO MIMeJT B BULY HOcaThli Kacopr. Ho He jkiana i cebst HUIero XOpoIero: He 3psi jKe JeBYIIKHU TakK
cronyt? Ilopots, HaBepHOe, Oyzet. JIagHo, Kyna aeBarbces, Aeio MpuBbIYHOE. JIUIIb Obl 4ero moxyske
HE TpUIyMal — y MyXYHMH Ha BCSIKME TaJ0cTH (paHTa3usi Oorarasi, BUjaia OHA, YTO C HEKOTOPBIMU
PaObIHSMU TBOPHIIH.

Bonbliie B 3TOT AeHh HUYETO HEOOBIYHOTO HE MPOU30IIIO, 32 UTO JEeBYIIKA MoOnarogapuia mpo
ce0s1 EmuHoro. Bekope Dnma otBena ee B crianbHio, yeMy Illecras oueHb oOpajgoBanach — ycraia
nonenb3s. [ToHsB, 4TO HACKJIOBATh €€ CErO/IHSI, TIOX0Ke, He CTAHYT, paObIHSI HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUJIACh U
C YAOBOJILCTBHEM HCKyTaJIach B OOJIBIIOM OacceiiHe — B BOCIIUTATEIbHOM JIOME MPUYYHIN K YUCTO-
rioTHocTH. [ToToM 3a0pasiack Ha OrPOMHYIO KpOBaTh MU MTHOBEHHO YCHYJIa, CBEPHYBILHCH KITyOOY-
KOM.

[TpocHynack oHa, 1O MPUBBIYKE, TIEPE/ PACCBETOM, U TEeTeph CH/IeNIa, OCMBICIABAS CITyUBIIIe-
ecsi 3a BueparHuii ieHb. CerogHs B ee OyayieM 4to-To mposichurcs. Opnako Illecrast yyBcTBOBasIa
ce0s1 OueHb HeYIOTHO. YTO Bce-Taku 3Hauvar cjioBa Kacopra? Kak oH ee roHsTh cobpaincs? Kro Obl
3HaJI... BrojHe BO3MOXHO, 4TO, CKa3aB «T'OHSTb», TOCHOOWH MOAPa3yMeBall «Ka3HUTb» KaKUM-TO
0c000 KEeCTOKMM 00pa3oM. BCHOMHUB CTpaiiHyio cMepTh MOAPYTH, BO3BPAIIEHHON B BOCIIUTATENb-
HBI IOM BO3MYIIIEHHBIM HETIOKOPHOCTBIO PaObIHU MOKYIaTeIeM, AEBYIIKA THXO 3ariakaia. beqHas
IATh IHeH ymupasia! A Kak OHa Kpuyajna...

— Bcrasna yxe? — cyHyJ1a rojioBy B iBepb Diua. — bexum, a To Bietur!

Bnetur? Her, storo Illecroii coBcem faxe He Hy:KHO. Jlydile BBIIONHATH BCE, YTO CKAXYT,
MOJET, MOBE3eT, ¥ TOCTIOAVH He OyIeT CIIMIIKOM XeCTOK K Held. XOTb Obl TOJBKO JIeI0 0OO0IIIOCh
oObruHOM mopko#! YepHoBOIOCas KpacaBHiia OpocHiia Ha KpoBaTh CBOOOTHBINA MYXKCKOH KOCTIOM U
BeJiesia repeosieBaThcsl. PaObIHS, HE PEKOCTIOBS, EPEoIenach.

— Beru 3a mHo#! — Gpocuiia Dnua yepes Tiedo v ucuesda.

[lecras pBanynace ciaegoM. B 3ToM OrpoOMHOM 3aMKe U OTEPSTHCA HELOIT0. BOT 32 3T0 TOUHO
HAaKaXyT. A KTO 3HaeT, KakK 3/Iech HAKa3bIBaIOT? YK, BO BCSIKOM Clly4ae, He oHa. JlydIiie He pucKoBaTh
1 OBITH IOCTYIIHOM. BocruTarenu yumiu, 9To B MiepBble THA Y HOBOTO OCIIOAMHA 00SI3aTeIbHO HA/I0
BBITIOJTHSATH JIIOOYIO €ro MPHUXOTh, AaXe CaMylo UIMOTCKYI0. Toraa, BO3MOXKHO, yIacTCs 3aBOEBATh €0
pacrnonoxeHue. A 4To elie Hy’KHO HeBOJIbHUIIE? DTH MBICIH TEKJIH MOBEPXY, a B TIIyOUHE CO3HAHUS
padbIHM OUIOCH TOMBKO OfHO — dxe. I'ne on? Yto ¢ Hum? JKus ym?
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JleByIIKY CJIOMsI TOJIOBY HECIIMCH 110 Kopuaopam, Lllectoit Hu pasy B KU3HU HE JOBOAMIOCH TaK
Oerath, M BCKOpPE OHA 3aIlbIXajlach, HO BCEe paBHO MPOjo/kaia Oexarb, 00nmMBasch nmoroM. becumc-
JIEHHBIE 3aJIbI ¥ KOPUAOPHI MEJIbKAJIM MUMO, 3alIOMHHUTh XOTh YTO-HUOYIb HE MPECTaBISIIOCh BO3-
MOXHBIM. Bckope Dnua npbirHynia B TYMaHHYIO JBIMKY, TosiBUBIITyocs: Briepeau, Lllecras 6e3 mpo-
Me/JIeHus nocieoBana 3a Heil. OHM OKa3aiich Ha OTPOMHOM IUIOIIA/IKE, 3aCTPOCHHON KAKMMU-TO
HETIOHSATHBIMU TPUCTIOCOOTEHUSIMU. DTO UTO, IS HITOK? MaMoyKa, CTPalIHO-TO KakK. . .

— SIBunuch, KpacaBullpl! — MPUBETCTBOBAJI MX HEJOBOJBHBINA TOJIOC HOCATOTO Kacopra, U y
lecroii cepaue B msiTku ynuio. O, moxoxe, ceituac OyayT OUTh. ..

Ho Outh He cTanum, TONbKO 3acTaBUiIM Oerath, IpbIraTh, OT)KUMATHCS, MaAaTh. Hauamm nokassl-
BaTb BCSIKME XUTPBIE PUEMBI, TPOBEPATh pacTsKKy. C KakIpIM MCHOBEHHEM JIEBYIIIKA MPUXOAMIIA
BO Bce Oosiblliee HEIOyMEeHUe. DTO UTo ke MosydaeTcs, ee aparbes ydar? Jla rae 3To BugaHo, o0y-
4ath paObIHb OOEBBIM MCKyccTBaM?! 3a Takoe U Ka3HUTh MOTYT, KOPOJIb 3aMPETHIT 3TO IO/l CTPaXoM
cmeptu. Toy Tbl, OHa ke He B Hapraraine, a B Dnuane! A 31eck Bce BO3MOXxHO. ViMniepis! — toau
M3HAYAJIBHO CyMACIIeIIINe, OT HUX JII0OOH JypOCTH kIaTh MOKHO. OJJHAKO BCKOPE AEBYIIKE CTAJIO
HE JI0 Pa3MBIIIIEHHIA, BLIMOTAIACh TaK, KaK HEe BBIMATHIBAJIACH JI0 CUX MOp HuKoraa. [Ipomuio eme
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, 1 I1lectas mpocTo ynasa, He BblepikaB MepeHanpsbkeHrs. Bcrats crt He XBaTuiio.
Oma Jiexxasia ¥ THXO TUIaKaa, 0XkKuaast Hen30eKHOTO, 10 e MHEHHUIO, HaKa3aHUs. XOTh Obl TOJIHKO Ha
KoJ He ocaavu, Enquabiii Co3atenb, Criack ¥ IOMUTYH, U30aBU OT TaKOW CMEPTH. . .

— Jlek, TbI coBceM 03Bepesi! — YKOPU3HEHHO CKa3aJl HEKPACHBbIM I0HOIIA, TPUHSIBIIUCH pac-
TUpPaTh 00AJICBINEH paOblHE CBEACHHBIC CYIOpOraMu UKpHI. — [leBOUYKa TIepBbIi JieHb TPeHUpyeTcs !
Henb3sa xe Tak.

— Tbl 310, U3BUHMU. .. — niofo1ien K [llecToil BHIMAAAIIMNA BUHOBATHIM HOCATHIA Kacopr. — 1 u
B camoM Jienie 3a6b01. [lepecrapacs... [la, a Kak Te0st BCe-Taku 30ByT?

— Bo, tun! — Bo3MyTuHIICA KpaCHOPOXUIA KJIBIKACTBIN YpoL, Ipu Buje kotoporo Illecroii cHoBa
3aXO0TeJIOCh KyAa-HUOYAb cripsATaThesi. — [OHATH IeBKY Havas, a ums cpocuts 3a0bi1! Hy, Jlek, Tol
Jaellb. ..

— YV MeHs1 HeT UMEHH, TOCIIOIMH MOM. .. — TOTBITAIACh BCTATh U MOKJIOHUTHCS paObIHS, HO el
HE JaJ, TPUHSIBIIUCH PACTHPATh KAKMM-TO MaXy4UM MacJiOM.

— B takom cityuae — BoiGepu ero cebe cama, — JOOPOMYIITHO YABIOHYJICS Kacopr.

locnonvH mpuKasbpiBaeT el BeIOpaTh UMs camoi? Jlake He Hajesiach Ha TaKoe CYaCThe.
Torpa... [da!

— 41 Bcerna meurana umets uMs LlleH. .. — MOUTH HECHIBIIIHO CKa3aia JeBYIIIKA.

— Bor u xopormo! — cHoBa yinbiOHYJNCS OH. — 3HauMT, LlleH. A MeHs, Kak Thl 3Haelllb, 30ByT
Jlexom. ['OHSATH, U3BUHH YK, Oymy TeOs1 HEIaJHO, U HE TOJIBKO 1, HY’KHO KaK MOKHO ObICTpee JOBECTH
BacC BCEX JI0 YEpHOro HIHypKa XOTs Obl. Y HAC CIMIIKOM MHOTO Jien Brepeau. Tol — ogHa 3 Cemu,
Mar BHEIITHETO Kpyra, a He MPOCTO YeIOBEK.

— $1 BeIMOJTHIO JTI00OM BaIll MPUKa3, TOCIIOMH MO, — CHOBA MONBITAJIACh BCTATh JEBYIIIKA.

— Kak-1o cTtpaHHO oHa cebOsl BeJIeT. .. — 03a004eHHO MpoBOpUaia Jua.

— Tak paGwins, — mosicaun Jlek. — Hapraranbsckas. B mectom nmokoneHum.

— U Th1 GenHsIKKEe HUYero He oObsicHIIT? ! — yrepina pyku B 60ka Oaponecca. — OHa ke HU4Yero
HE ITIOHUMAET, 1yPeHb Thl CTOEPOCOBBI !

— Ma? — pacrtepsijics ropell, oyecaB B 3aThUIKe. — 1 Kak-To He mogymal. ..

— He nomymasn oH! — BO3MyIIIEHHO TOITHYJIa HOroi Dmua. — Thl uTo, He oHsu1? OHa TeOs IPoCTOo
XO3SIMHOM CBOUM CYMTaET!

— Pa3Be? — uzymmics Jlek.

— Eme 0n1. Tak Beap, Ilen?

— KoneuHo... — moxnrBepawiia yauMBIeHHAs MX TMepenaikoil padbiHs. OcOOEHHO CTpaHHBIM
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO YEPHOBOJIOCAsT KPACABHIIA BO3PAKAET TOCIIOIMHY, & TOT €€ He HaKa3bIBaeT.
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— [Moiimu, ThI He paObIHSI, — ITpUCea psAAOM ¢ Helt Dnua. — Trl yueHuria. Bckope Mbl Bce cTaHeM
KPOBHBIMH cecTpamMH U OparbsiMu. Pebsita yxke moOpaTvMbl, a Mbl TIOKa HeT. VI Thl paBHast cpeau
PaBHBIX, ThI CBOSI CPEIM CBOMX, HUKTO TeOst He oOMuT. [la, TOHATH OyayT HEel[aJHO, Jake HaKa3bIBaTh
MOPOiA, HO O3 3TOr0 Mbl TOPHBIMHM MacTepaMy HE CTAHEM.

— I'opubiMu mactepamu?! — 3agpoxuynack lllen. — Tak u3 MeHst ropHOro macrepa aesaiot?!

— A 1Bl yTO AyMasia? — paccMmesiach Jiua.

— He 3nat0... {1 BoOOIIIE HUYEro yXke He MOHUMAIO. . .

— SIcHO, — oOpeueHHO MaxHYJ pykoit Jlek. — JlamHo, 10 Bedepa Bce cBOOOMHBI. JIeBOUYKH, BbI
yx niomorute IlleH pa3zoOparbcs, UTO K 4eMy. A TO KaK-TO HEKPACHBO MOTy4aeTcsl. ..

— Be3 Te6s pazdepemcst, — pazapaxeHHo OypkHYyia Diua. — [la, a rae 310 CanTH TOpXOT HOCHUT?
He otocnancs eme?

— CaHTH — HOBBIY UMIIEPATOP, — TSKEJIO B3AOXHYJI TOpell, — a HaM C pedsATaMu MPEeCTOUT CTaTh
€ro JIpJapamH.

JIMI10 AEBYIIKY OT YCIIBIIIAHHOTO ME/ITIEHHO BBITSIHYJIOCh, POT MIPUOTKPBUICS, I71a3a CTAIM KPyT-
abivu. [IpeacTaButh cede pbikero pasruwibass B uMmrneparopax?! Ciumkom 31o. Pa3se Tak ObiBaeT?
Ito y Jleka uryTku takue? JlypHOro ToHa Iy TKH, MEX1y IPOYUM. DJIa HEIOBEPUYMBO YCTaBUIIACh HA
rOpIIa, HO OH BBITJISIZIEN CEPbe3HBIM U Jaske rpycTHBIM. Ho ecim Tak, To Kak pedsita cripaBsrcsi? VX xe
BCEro YeTBEpO, a THJAPOB JJIsi OrPOMHOM CTpaHbl HY’)KHO HE MEHbIIIE MIECTUECSITUH. 3HAYUT, U UM,
ele y4eHuIIaM, MPUAETCs B3BAIMBaTh Ha ceOsl HETTOABEMHYIO HOIITY phIllapeid IpecTosna, a TPEHUPO-
BaThCsl B CBOOOIHOE BpeMsl. TOIbKO BOT yOeauTh peOsT B 9TOM OyleT ol Kak Heripocto. Huuero, yoe-
AAT. Y KEHIIUH HalAeTCsl IOCTATOYHO YJIOBOK, TPOTHUB KOTOPBIX MYKYHMHA COBEPIIIEHHO OECCHJICH.

OcraBumich B xeHCkoM oOmectBe, IlleH HeMHOro ycrokomaach — cTpax nepe MyKUUHAMU
HUKYJa He jesncs. Eil cTpaiHo HpaBMIOCh HOBOE UM, JIEBYIIIKA TO U JIEJIO HIETOTOM IMPOU3HOCHJIA
ero, mepeKaThiBasi Ha SI3bIKE M HACIaXasich ero 3ByyanreM. OHa cama BeiOpasia cebe umsi! Paccka-
3aTh OBl KOMY-HHOY/Ib U3 CTApBIX MOJIPYT, TAK BeJb HE MOBEPAT. Dna OTBeJa €€ B HeOOJBIITYIO TOCTH-
HYI0, IPUHEC/IA U3 KyXHU JBa KYBIIIMHA FOPSYETo JIapTa, KTO-TO eIlle PACCTaBWII Ha CTOJIE YaIlKH U
BCSIKHE CITaIOCTH, OONBIIIMHCTBO U3 KOTOPBIX ObIBIIIAst paObIHs 1 HE BHUEIa HUKOT/A.

— A Temnepb AaBaiiTe TOJIKOM 3HAKOMHTBCS, — CKa3aja OCTpoyxasi KpacaBuia. — MeHs, eciu
KTO HE 3HaeT, 30ByT AJLTUBHU DiuieBajiepud. 51, Mo Baiiell TepMUHOOTUH, Th(UKCKas TPUHIIEeCCa,
noub Xpausiero Ceer, Binagsiku DnbBapana. [Mpunagiexy Apoctu. Yuenuna Xpara ClioMaHHOTO
Knbika, opka. Llset — asnbiit. I1o mpopouectBy — Ipuniiecca.

— A — Paxa JIpoiinoit Korots, ypyk-xaii, — rocjeaoBaja ee mpuMepy KpacHOIMIIasl. — YUeHula
TunyBuam1s DiteBanepus, miaiero Opara Ayumsy, anbgda. [punapexy XKuzuu. LiBeT — 3eneHsblil.
ITo nmpopouectBy — Bropas.

[Nocrne Hee Mo ovepean MpeaCcTaBUIIMCh OCTaIbHbIE AeBYIIKH. [lleH moHavany HI4ero He MOHU-
masna. Ho Bckope Dina pacckasana eii o [Ipopouectse I1aTeppix. 3atem noeegaia MICTOPUIO MOJIOIOTO
MaHXEHCKOTO TOpIIa, BhICAMBIIErocs B ropojie Tapcuaape v HUKaK He kJAaBIIEro, YTO UMEHHO OH
CTaHeT MCTIOJIHUTEJIEM JAPEBHEro, MOUTH 3a0bITOro mpopoyectBa. M1 000 BceM CiyduBIIIEMCs Jaiee.
[len cymana ee ¢ MUPOKO PACKPBITHIMU TJIA3aMHU.

— Ha 1e0s, Illen, Bce 310 0OpyIIMIOCh TaK OBICTPO, KaK HU HA OJHY W3 HAC, M TMIO3TOMY S
X0uy TpeACTaBUTh TeOst TeOe e caMou, — 3aKOHUYIIIA pacckas yasidatomiasaca Dmua. — Tel — Illen
u3 Aenpapa. [lpunagnexums Teme. LiBer — uepHbiil. Yuenuna Jleka ap CaHTeHa, ¢ KOTOPOIo U
Havasach Bes 9Ta ucropusi. He padbins, a yuenuna! ITo mpopouectBy — HensBectHast!

— Heussecrnas... — nosropuia Illen, mpoOys npo3suiie Ha BKyc. [ToHpaBHIOCH.

— W Tb1 HaM BceM NOAIPYXKKa U cecTpeHka!

— Cnacu0o. .. — mporenTana AeByIlKa, eBa CAePKUBasi C1e3bl 1 HAKOHEII-TO TIOBEPUB B HEBO3-
MoxHOe. B To, uyTo cBOOOIHA.

— TonbKo cpa3dy CKaxy: Ha HACTABHMKA pTa He pa3eBail! — XUTPO MPUILYpPHUIIACh YEPHOBOJIOCAS
KkpacaBuua. — OH — mo#. I Tonbko moii!
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— MHe, kpoMme Dxe, HUKTO He HyXeH, — HecMeJio YiIblOHy1ach [eH.

— JloOurb?

— Ha... Tonbko rae oH cervac?

— A BOT MIMITIEpaTOp HAIll POCHETCS, TIOTPOCUM, YTOOBI Y3HAJL.

— Kakoii eme nmneparop? — B3nepHyna 6posu Jle. — OH ke moruod.

— Jla TBOW HacCTaBHUK, — paccmesiiach dua. — OH U eCTh HOBBIN UMIIepaTop.

— 41 3Hauna, yto Tak Oynmer! — Bcrana XKpuiia, B ee mia3ax 3axercsi oroHek oesymus. — OH —
Branpika, napsmuii CBert, CTosiuii y TpoHa O0ros!

— BoIxoauT, Mbl ¢ TOOOW — yYeHMIIBI cCaMoro ummeparopa?.. — 3aayMuuBo npoTsaHyaa Kapa,
MOCTYKHUBAsI 10 CTOJTY MaJIbIIaMH CBOEH MCKaJledYeHHOU pyku. — IHTEepecHo.

[Ilen cMoTpena Ha CTPAIIHYIO TPEXNATYI0 PyKy U €XMjIach. DiiMa KpaTKo paccKasasa el ucto-
PUIO KaXAOW M3 MPUCYTCTBYIONMX. M 3Ta AeByIIKa MSTh JIET BRIHOCHJIA CaMble HEYelIOBEYECKHUEe
meITKK MoTaa?! He cnaack Ha MustocTs naiaueii? Kax ke Takoe Bo3MoxHO? BeiBITIast paObIHSI IOHU-
MaJia, YTO cama He BbIHecsa Obl U cyTOK. Eil cTpalirHO X0Tenoch YBaXUTEIBHO MOKJIOHUThLCS becra-
noi, Ho IlleH ciepxkana cBoW OPHIB, OOSCh OCKOPOUTSH TY.

— Ho 310 He Bce, neBouku! — ronoc iua OMmycTUIICS [0 IIETOoTa, CAeIacs 3arOBOPIIUIIKKM.

— A 4ro eme? — ynuBuiach Paxa.

— Maspuniky coouparoTest AMbAAPaMu CTAHOBUTHCS |

— Bpermiernb! — e1Ba He BIPOHWIIA YallIKy ¢ JapTom Taiika.

— WM He cripaBUTBCSI BUETBEPOM, HY, IYCTh — BIisATepoM! — nipopopkmia Jleau, He oOpaias
BHUMaHHMs Ha c1oBa OXOTHUIIBL.

— W gro Tl peasiaraenib? — CKeNTHYECKH MPUTIONHSIIA YXO AJUTUBH.

— 47 Bee npocro. [Ipeanaraio HaMm TOXKe B JIbIAPHI.

3a CToI0M BOLIAPUJIOCH OTPSCEHHOE MOTYaHUE.

— Tsl 370poBa? — oCcTOpPOKHO IOMHTEpecoBaiack Kapa. — MosxkeT, Tebe OUTH OTIOXHYTh?

— 3n0poBa! — BO3MyTHIaCh diua. — A 1ouemy Het?

— HUKTO M HUKOI/Ia He CIBIIA, YTOOBI KEHIIUHBI CTAHOBIJIUCH Sbaapamu! — orpe3asa bec-
nanasi. — Yyub Hecelllb.

— Ho nmnieparpuniamu sxeHIyHbI ObiBaM, — Bo3pasuia Jleau. — Lensix msate pa3. Tak nouemy
Obl HaM U He cTaTh Mbaapamu? Jluxa Oena Hauano. Bynem nepBbIMU J1JaCTOYKAMHU.

— CoBceM caypena... — pacTepssHHO OypkHy/1a Talika U MOKpyTH/Ia MaIbIieM y BUCKa.

— Jla BB camu TOIyMaiiTe, A€BOYKHM! — MPOMOIKMIA YTOBOPH Dnua. — PedsitaMm HaCKOJIBKO
TSDKEJIO TipueTcsl — nogyManu? VX Bcero 4eTBepo, Ja OIUH cTapblid. B nmmnepun paHbliie HUKOTAa
MEHBIIIEe IECTUIECATH TbAapoB He ObiBao. Kak oM MOTsHYT? A eciy U MBI PBIIIAPSIMU TTPECTOoNa
CTaHeM, TO 3TO yKe JABeHaaTh. Bee sierde Oyner.

— B yem-ToO ThI, KOHEYHO, MTpaBa, — coracuiack Paxa, modecsiBas 1meky. — TOJNBKO KTO K HamM
no3Bout? Kro x Hac Bo3bMer?

— A 1yt Kape c Jle kapTtsl B pyku, — XUTpo npuirypuiack Jlenu. — HeyxTto aBe Kpacusble
AEBYIIKHM OJHOTO HE CIIUIIKOM U30JIOBAHHOTO JKEHCKMM BHHUMAHUEM TapHs HEe YTOBOPST?

Kpuua ¢ Becrianoii 3aroBOpUIMILIKY MEPENISIHYINCH U MPbICHY M. [I0TOM corjlacHO KMBHYIH,
naBasi TIOHATh, YTO yroBopsT. OHU 3a MoclieqHee BpeMsl CTaIu ONM3KUMU MOAPYTaMH M JaBHO TOMY-
MBIBQJIM O TOM, YTOOBI 32a0paThCsl K HACTABHUKY B MOCTENb. [Ipyr K Ipyry peBHOCTH OHU MOYEMY-TO
HE UCIIBITHIBAIA HA MaJIeHIIe, 1a v K cecTpam 1o [IpopodecTBy Toxe, 3aT0 HA OfIHY TIOCTOPOHHIOIO
0co0b KEHCKOTo MoJja He MogmycTiid Obl K CaHTH M Ha MYIICYHBIN BBICTPEN, CUMTasl TOTO CBOEH
cobcTBeHHOCTHIO. U e KTO mompoOyeT MofoiTH — 71a3a BeiapanaioT! COBMECTHBIMH YCHITHSMH.
MHeH#e caMoro pbikero noapyraMy BO BHUIMaHUe He MpUuHUMaiock. Hukyna o He neHercs!

— 3HauuT, BCE COIJIACHBI? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACH TOPKECTBYIOIIAs DiTua.

OcrasibHble IeBYIIKY TOATBeprkaaone KuBHy M. [Jaxe [lleH, XoTh 1 He 0c000 MOHMUMAaa, Ha
YTO 3TO OHa coramaercs. Ho ucrnpiThiBasia Kakoi-ToO COBCEM HE CBOWMCTBEHHBIN €l a3apT. Ku3Hb
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pacKpbiBajiach nepes ObIBINel paObiHEel TAKMMU CTOPOHAMU, KOTOPbIE OHA ellle BYepa 1 MPeICTaBUTh
cebe He Mor1a. B mpuHImmne He Morsa. A pa3 Tak, MycTh OyAeT uTo OyaeT.

CounHIle CBETUIIO B OKHA, HAXOSCh YK€ JOBOJIBHO BBICOKO, KOT/Ia CIIABLIMI HA OTPOMHOM KpoO-
BaTHU YeJIOBEK OTKPBLT I1a3a. HekoTopoe BpeMs OH Jiexkas HeMOIBHKHO, 3aTeM MeJIJIEHHO ceJl, 00Be
HeJI0yMEBaIOLIMM B3IJIS1JOM CIIAJIBHIO U Nokau Tuiedamu. ['ie a3to on? Hert, Bonpoc HeBepeH. Jlyuiie
CIIPOCUTD: KTO OH?

«KT0 51?7 — 6unacsk B ronose mMbicib. — Kak mens 3oByT? OpBun? Her. Tuap? Toxe wet. noH?
CHoBa Her. Tak kak xe Torga?»

OH nepebupai uMsi 32 UMEHEM, C KaXAbIM ObLJIO CBSI3aHO YTO-TO OYEHb BAXKHOE, HO HU OIHO
He Kazajock cBouM. OIHO TOJIBKO YesioBeK 3Has TBepao. OH — umnepartop Dnuana. Ho kakoi ceituac
ron? Yro npoucxoaut Bokpyr? [louemy oH Huyero He moMHUT? KaxeTcs, Ternepb TpUCTa ABaIAThIA
roJ OT BO3HUKHOBEHMS] UMIIEPUH, TOJBKO YTO 3aKOHYMJIACH BOMHA C KOUYEBHMKaMHU, a OH — Tepar
II. Tak 1 3T0? 3aTeM NMOKA3a10Ch, YTO HACTYIMJ BOCEMbCOT TPETHI T0Jl, OH HEJIABHO KEHWJICS Ha
Kpacasurie JIuperte, B OOBIYHOM KU3HU Oy/1yuH KYIIeYeCKUM MPUKA3YMKOM, a 30BYT ero... [la, PaBun
IV. Her! CHoga He ToO.

Nmneparop 3710 BbIpyrajcs, CXBaTWIICS 3a TOJIOBY M INIyXO 3aCTOHAJI, pacKauuBasich. B 3Toi
MIPOKJIATOM TOJIOBE TBOPUIJIOCH JOPXOT 3HaeT 4Tto. [TomHbiii cymOyp. OOphIBKM BOCTIOMUHAHWI HATIOI-
3aJIM IpyT Ha JIpyra, OH OIILYIIaj ceOsi TO OJIHUM YeJIOBEKOM, TO IpyruM. To OH ObLI IOHOIIIEH, TO CTa-
PUMKOM, TO CPeJHUX JIeT My kunHOM. Wnn xenmmnon? U sxenmmuon toxe. la, Upmuei I, Hanpumep.
Nmneparpuiieit ¥ peakoi KpacaBHLed, B TOBCEHEBHOM AXU3HU YIMYHON TAHIOBLIMIIEN U TIOIIPOCTY
IIUTIOXOH, MEHsIBIIIEH JTIOOOBHUKOB €/1Ba JIM He exelHeBHO. OH Aaxe MOMHIJI, KaK poxas chiHa. KyT-
Kue ourymeHus, Mexay npouum! Ho Benp oH MyxkuuHa! Mm ver? Ipunuiocs faxe CyHyTh pyKy
TOJ1 OfiesiyI0, YToObI yoenuThes. Ho modemy Toraa oH MOMHHUT, KAaKOBO TO — OBITh kKeHIIUHON? YTo
3a yyHib Takas?

— Enunbiit! — B rosoc B3BbLT uMrieparop. — a uto 1o co muou?! Ko s takoii?!

— IIpocHyncsa! — nBepp pacniaxHysnach, U B HE€ BOPBAJIMUChH [IBE KPACUBBIE AEBYILIKH, 32 KOTO-
PbIMU CIIeJIoBaJT Xy0l HOcaThiii TapeHb. — Cinaa tede, Coznarens! [1aThiil neHs ApbixHeT! 300poB
e Thbl CIIaTh, PbIKUIL.

Poixuit? Ara, XOTb YTO-TO IPOSICHUIIOCH — Y HETO PhIKHUE BOJIOCHL. Y3ke Koe-uto. Terneps Obl ere
UMsI y3HaTh, COBCEM Obl XOPOIIIO CTaJIO0. A KTO STOT HE3HAKOMEII, UYTO TaK (PaMMIIbsIpHO oOpalaercs
K umneparopy? Ero BemuecTBO MOMbITAJICS BCIOMHUTH, HO HE cMor. HaBepHoe, KT0-TO OJIM3KHUI.

— T kak, CanTu? — cen Ha Kpail oCTesIM HocaThlil. — MBI TYT C yMa CXOJIMM, a Thl CIIUIIb U
CIIUIIIb.

Cantu?! Ero ums Canru? la. Umenno tak! Cantuap 1. A 3Toro napHs 30ByT. .. 30BYT... Jlek!
HacraBhuk! A B uem HacTtaBHUK? JIOpXOT €ro 3Haer.

— 4l HM4Yero He NMOMHIO. .. — PACTEPSIHHO CKa3aJl OH.

— Tak u gomkHO ObITh, — MOKUBaN Jlek. — Bepkut npenynpexaan. He Gecrokorics, yepe3
HECKOJIbKO JHEH mpuelis B HopMy. Tak Bcerga ObIBaeT 1ocjie KOpOHAIUH.

— Jla? — yauBUJiICS UMIIEPATOP, PACTEPSHHO IVISJs1 HA HACTABHUKA. — A KTO ThI? 3HAIO TOJIBKO
M.

— Bcromuuib, — yibiOHYsICS ropel. — A ceifuac Tebe HagO IJIOTHO IMOECTh, BHIIIUTH BHHA
oOOJIBIIE, M CHOBA JIOKUTHCA CIATh.

— M5l camu 0 HeM 103a00THMCS, — BMEIIIAIACh 30JI0TOBOJIOCAS IEBYIIKA CO CMYIJION KOXeH 1
PacKkoChIMU CUHUMM TJIa3aMH.

Nmneparop 3aq0XHy/cs OT BOCTOpra — Kakasi HeBeposiTHasi Kpacasulia! Bropas Beirisena
3HAUUTENILHO CKPOMHEE, TUIIMYHASL YPOKEHKA IIEHTPAJIbHBIX 001acTel DraHa, aTeHKa ¢ BOJIOCaMU
70 I1J1eY ¥ JOBOJIbHO PE3KMMHU YepTaMu Juia. [ 1a3a 1eByIIKY BbI3bIBAJIM HACTOPOKEHHOCTb — XOJIO-
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HBIE M XKECTOKME. XOTs... KOra ee B3MIS Majal Ha UMIieparopa, oHu Teruienu. Eie ogHo B Heit
ObLIO yAMBUTENIBHBIM. Tpexmnaiible pyKH, MOXOKHE Ha KJIEITHA MOPCKOTO pakKa.

Jlex ymen, ocraBuB CaHTH B )KEHCKOM 00IIIeCTBe. 30JI0TOBOIOCAS Ky/1a-TO HEHA0JTO UCUe3a,
BCKOpE BEPHYBILIUCH C TIOJJHOCOM, 3aCTaBJIEHHBIM Tapenkamu. MiMneparopa ycaaunu, moJJIoxK1UB eMy
T0J1 CIIMHY TIOMYIIKH, U MPUHSIUCh KOpMUTh. Ha Bosrackl: «Jla He Mory s yke!», MoApyri XOpom
OTBevaJu TOJIbKO OHO: «Hano!» [ToMrMo Toro, oHM 3acTaBUIM OOTBHOTO BHIITUTH OTPOMHYIO KPYKKY
Kpenkoro BuHA. B ronoBe CaHTH 3a1rymMesio, ¥ OH pelil CHOBA MOCIaTh, HO HE BBIIILIO.

JIeByIIKY TEPErISIHY/IUCh, EXUIHO YXMBUIBHYJIMCh U cOpOCHIIH C ceOst onesxay. MiMneparop He
yCIIEJT OTIOMHUTBCS, KaK K HEMY TI0J] OfIESIIO CKOJIB3HYJIH JIB€ OOHaKeHHBIe KpacaBullbl. OH mornpooo-
BaJI OBUIO COMPOTUBJIATHCS, HO OBICTPO CAAJICA HA MUJIOCTh MTOOeTUTENTbHUIL. Kakoii MyKUYrHa yCTOUT
niepes Takoil arakor? Hukakoi, HaBepHOoe. He mpoIuio 1 HECKOJIBKMX MUHYT, KaK 30JI0TOBOJIOCAs
CMYTJISTHKA cujiesia Ha HeM BepxoM. OJTHaKO BCKOpE YCTYIUIIA MECTO TpexXmaion mareHke. Mimnepa-
TOpPY He NOTPeOOBAJIOCH [Jake IIEBEIUThCS, IEBYIIIKY PEIIUTENTbHO B3SUIM MHULIMATUBY B CBOM PYKH U
JeNay Bce, Yero MM XOTeJI0Ch, He CIpaimBasi ero coracus. CKOJIBKO MPOJOJIKAIOCh ClaKoe Oe3y-
mue, CaHTH He 3HaJI, 3aCHYB MIPSMO B TIPOLIECCE — CIMIIIKOM M3MOTAJIM €TI0 HEHACHITHbIE AMA30HKH.

Wmmnepatop ciako MoTsHYJCS, He OTKpbIBas 171a3. DTo MpoOykaeHue ObUIO COBCEM HE TIOXOXKE
Ha nipenpinyiiee. [1o kpaiiHel Mepe, OH TOMHMJI ce0si CaMOro M BCE CITyUUBILIEeCs 32 MOCTICAHUE THH.
Hapno xe, Jleka He y3Han! «[loxw, ppikuii!» — MBICIGHHO paccMesiyicsl CKOMOPOX, CHOBA MOTSATHUBA-
sicb. Ho, moMuMo cBoeii maMsIT, MpUCyTCTBOBaJIa U uykasi. OHa Toxe Kazasnack cBoeil! CaHTH HUKaK
HE MOT TOHSATH, TJIe ero BOCIIOMHUHAHUS, a Te YyKHe, Jake €CJM TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO TO-TO M TO-TO
CIIYYMJIOCh HE C HHM.

OcoOeHHO MUKAHTHBIMU OKa3aJMCh HEKOTOpbIe MOAPOOHOCTH KU3HU KEHIIMH-UMIIePATPUIL.
Hano e, mnoMHUT 1axe ux omryieHus. [lepen riazamMu oqHO 3a APYrUM BCTaBaJIH JIUIIA TIOOOBHUKOB
Npwvuu 1. U 310 coxpaHmiock, B mo6oir MoMeHT CaHTH MOT BCIOMHUTD, YTO YyBCTBOBAJIA KHBIIAS
BOCEMbCOT MATHAECSAT JIET Ha3a/1 KEHIIMHA BO BpeMsI BCTPEY CO CBOMMH MY KYMHAMU. BOT ke 1umoxa
obi1a! Ho st cTpaHsl crienaia Hemaso, HeCMOTPS Ha CBOIO IILTIOXOBATOCTb.

B co3HaHuy HETOPOIUTMBO TEKJIM COOBITH ST KU3HEH MHOKECTBA UMIIEPATOPOB, UX OCOOEHHOCTH,
MIPUBBIYKH, 3HaHUS U yMeHus. Bce 1o nocranock emy! Bech ux ombiT. HeBepositHo. CKOMBKO ke
JIeT IPUIETCSl B 9TOM CKomuIne nHdopmauu pazouparbes?.. He 3pst ummepaTopsl B MiepBbie TO/bI
OOBIYHO HUYEro 0coO0 BaXHOTO He Aeiand. TONbKO eMy Tak HeJlb3sl — CTpaHa Ha I'paHd rMOenu, u
cracatb ee, Kpome CaHtu, Hekomy. Ero 3to monr, Hudei Oosnblie.

VYMHO KTO-TO COCTaBWJI 3aKJIsATHE Nepegadd BaacTd... CKOMOpPOX MOMYYHJI TOJbKO 3HAHMS,
OIBIT, OUIYIIECHHUS, & BOT JMYHbIE NIEPEeKUBAHUS JAPYTUX OCTaBIUCH OyaTo B TymMane. Hampumep,
OH YBaXaJl )KeHy IpekHero uMrieparopa PuHy, 1axe NpekJIOHsIICA riepel Hell, HO JOOBHU, KOTOPYIO
ucnbIThiBasI caM MapaHt, He uyBcTBoBaJI. U cnaBa Enunomy! Bepb kax/ipiii U3 ©UMIIEpaTOPOB KOTO-TO
mo6wt. Yto 610 OBI, eciti OBl 3Ta UX JIIOOOBH MepeaaBayiack Bo BpeMsi KopoHaimu?! C yma couTu
MOXHO, €CJIY JIIOOUTh JABHO YMEPIIUX JIIOZICH.

B KoTOpBIii pa3 MOTSAHYBIIUCH, UIMIIEPATOP OTKPBUI I71a3a U Cpasy MOHSUI, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK.
Ha ero rpyny nokomimch ABe TUXO MOCAIBIBAIOIIME KEHCKUE TOMOBKH. 30JI0THCTAst U KAIllITAHOBAS.
JI'st u Kapa, ero yaenwuripl. 910 4ut0, oH ¢ HUMH Ob11? C 06enmu cpasy?! Mawma pogHas! Ito kak xe?
CTBITHO-TO KakK... JIeBYIIKM MPOAOIKAIM CIAAKO crath, 1 CaHTH He pericss uxX 6ecrnokonTts. OH
TOJIBKO PacTePsSIHHO MOIISIABIBAI TO HAa OJHY, TO Ha JApyrylo. 3auem 310 oHu? W 4To Temeps ¢ 3TUM
nenatb? Yto ckaxeT emy Jlek no ooy coOmnasHenus ydenun? Bpsa iu uro-uubyap npusitaoe. Ho
umneparop Huuero He noMHmi! Xors, Het... IlomHun. B 3tor MmomenT BcnomHui. Hukoro oH He
COOJa3HSA, ITO €r0 CaMOro HarIo U OeCIPUHITMITHO COOJTA3HILIH.

Kapa neHrBO mpHOTKpbUIA OIMH IJ1a3, YIBIOHYIACh, MYPJIBIKHY/IA, KAK KOTEHOK, M JOBEPUYMBO
noTsiHy/1ach K CaHTH NOMYOTKPHITHIMU Ty0amu. CKOMOPOX HE CMOT' He OTBETUTh Ha TaKOe JJOBEpHe —
MCKaJIeYeHHasl CBATOIIAMHU JIEBYIIIKA BBI3bIBAJIA Y HETO MIEMSIIYI0 HEKHOCTh. OH JIACKOBO MOIIEIOBAT
ee. Kapa crnanko motsiHysach, CHoBa MypJIbIKHYJIa, TIepeBEpPHY/Iach Ha CIIMHY U NOTsiHyna CaHTH Ha
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ceOs1. ViMriepatopy HIYEro He OCTaJloch, KpOMe Kak Mmoaarhbes. Jla v He XOTelI0oCh eMy OTKa3bIBAThCS.
Bckope Kapa Havana croHaTh M BCKpPUKMBATh, OOXBAaTUB PBHIKETO PyKaMH M HOTaMH, U 10 KPOBH
napanas emy cnuHy. Koraa Bce 3aKOHUMIIOCH, KTO-TO *kapko 3aipiman Cantu B yxo. OH NOBEpHYI
TOJIOBY U BCTPETHJICS IJ1a3aMU C CUSIOIIMMU PAJOCThIO PACKOCHIMHU Tiazamu Jle.

— Th1 Ham. .. — mporenTana 3010ToBosocasi. — Tonbko Harr. Hukomy teds e otnagum! Ciibl-
000700009

— Ha, — B3goxHya CaHTH 1 noresioBa ee B Hoc. — [ToHsin yxe. Ho Bl Bce-Taku — 1Be CBUHIOKH
OeccoBecTHbIE !

JIeByIIIKM BECelIO pacxOXOTAIUCh W MPUHSUIUCH MIEKOTaTh ero. Mmmepartop 3aBonut Onarum
MaToM, CXBaTWJI MOAYIIIKY M Hadasl OTOMBaThesl. Ha KpoBaTu Bolapuiiach Becesasi KyreppbMa. Y He3a-
MeTHO Bomie/iero Jleka ot Takoil KapTUHBI IJ1a3a CTaJIM pa3MepoM C Tapesky. UTo-To HeIOBOJIBHO
OypKHYB ceOe o1 HOC, ropell YKOPU3HEHHO IMOKavaJl TOJIOBOU U BHIIIIE.

Eme Heckonbko nHedt CaHTH e, MW, criad, JIOOWI JeByIeK W cHoBa cnai. MHorma k mx
IMOCTCJIbHBIM UTI'PaM INPHUCOCONHAIACH Anmusu. OHHU K 3}1])(1)1/11711(6 HE PpEBHOBAJIU, CUUTASA OCTAJIbHBIX
TMIOZIPYT BHEIITHETO Kpyra CecTpamu, U TOTOBBI ObUTH MOAEIUTHCS C HUMH Aaxe JIoOUMbIM. BoT oT
JKEHIIIMH CO CTOPOHBI JIydIlle AepikaTbcs nopaisine, 310 Cantu xopoio cebe yscHun — Kpuna ¢
Becnanoii 1ackoBO M OYEHb JOXOJUYMBO OOBSICHUIIM €My, UTO CAENAIOT C npemodoneem. KeHIHbI
TOCJIe STOTO My yKe He MOHA00SITCS.

Anburedka 3a IpolIealee BpeMs ycrena nepenpoooBaTh BceX MyXKYMH B 3aMKe 32 MCKJTIO-
YeHHeM ToBapa, He oOpallaBIero Ha Hee HUKAKoro BHUMaHusA, U Jleka, Hag KOTOpbIM 1iepOepoM
crosiia Dnua. Jlenu 4ecTHO mpeaynpenuia cCoONa3sHUTENbHUILY, UYTO €€ KT, eCli MornbiTaeTcs. Ta
HEXOTA OTCTYIMWJIACDH, XOTA U 10 CUX IMOP TOMHO IOIJIAAbIBajla Ha ropua CBOMMHU KPpaCHBBIMMU IJ1a3aMU
Y TPYCTHO B3/1bIXxasia. Ho OH He BUie T HUKOTO, KpoMe CBOeW HEHAIISITHON OapOHECCHI.

Bckope Cantu HeMHOro mpuiien B cedsi, yke He MyTajcs B UyKUX BOCIIOMUHAHHSX €kKe-
MHWHYTHO, 1 Ha4aJI SKCIEPUMCHTUPOBATL C Maruen. BHHCHI/IHOCL, YTO OH CHUJIBHEC BCCX IPEKHUX
MMIIEPaTOPOB, MarmuecKue CrioCOOHOCTH PhIKEr0 CKOMOPOXa IMPEBBIIIANH 1a%Ke CHOCOOHOCTH CaMOro
OnuaHa 3aBoesaresiss. OH 10JIT0 HE MOT TIOHSTD, TTOYEMY TaK MOJIYy4UJIOCh, TTOKA HEe BCIIOMHUII, YTO
sBsieTcs: HocutesieM uctiuHHoro Ceerta. [la u Pagyxubiii dpakoH gan emy MHoroe... CaHTH Jaxe
3HAJI 3aKJISATHS, TTO3BOJISIIOIIME XOOUTh MeXay mupamu. [loka, mpaBaa, 310 eMy He TpeOOBaJIOCh.
[ToTom, BO3MOXHO, 1 oTpedyeTcs. JIoOOnbITHO OyaeT B3MISIHYTh HA UHBIE MUPHI.

A motom Hactan aeHb npuHsATHs Jlekom, DueTom, XparoM u THHYBU3JIEM TUIAILEH S7THAAPOB.
OcraBImMiiCSl B )KUBBIX PHILIAPH MTPECTOJIA BHIIET U3 TaaHa UCLEJCHUsI U OKa3ajcsl CPEJHEro pocTa
cebIM MYKYMHOH JIET COpoKa MATH. 3Baiu ero Jlaprarom. PogoM oH ObU1, KaKk HY YAMBUTEIBHO, U3
Kapgena. Jler Tpuamars Hazaa cemblo [laprata mpuroBOpuIM K COXKEHHIO 32 €pech, HaBEepHOE, 110
JOHOCY KOro-To U3 cocezieil. Ha camom nienie poautesnu OyayIero mipaapa OblT CaMbIMUA OOBIYHBIMU
ropoxaHamu u3 Kap-ATtans, crapareibHO MOCEIAIIMME BCe LIEPKOBHBIE CITYXKObI, 00sI3aTe/IbHbIC
11 MUPSTH.

ITo kakuM-TO CBOMM COOOpaXeHUSIM TOT/Ia e1lie MOJIOAON MapaH, uckasimii 4to-T1o B Kapeere,
Ccriac CeMHA/ILIATUIIETHErO NMapeHbKa, TeISMOPTUPOBAB €ro B JuaH MpsMo 13 koctpa. Tot npeuncron-
HWICS K CIIACHTEJTIO TPENeTHOM OJIarofapHOCTBIO ¥ BCEM CEepIIieM BO3HEHABHU IEN ObIBIIYIO POIUHY,
CTaB CBUJETEJIEM CTPAIIHOW CMepTH poauTelieit. Yepe3 NBEHANATh JIeT CTapIIii MacTep 00eBOro
oparcrtBa laprat ap Puzoas npuHsi1 ruiai peliapsi npecTosia u3 pyk UMIeparopa.

Kak OKa3aJIOCh, BO BPEM A MHUIHUAIINU JIbJAPbI TOXE ITOJTYYa/Ii BOCTIOMUHAHUA CBOUX ITPEILIC-
CTBEHHHMKOB, HO UM I1€PEJaBaJIOCh 3HAUMTEILHO MEHbIIIe UH(pOpMaluu, yeM ummneparopy. Kaxapii
phILIapb IPECTOIA, YXOJIs Ha MOKOM, OCTABJISUI CJIENIOK CBOEH MaMsITH B OTPOMHOM KPHCTAJLJIe, XpaHsi-
mieMcs B 3asie nepeMonuil 3amka I[puzpakoB. MHdopmaiims coxpaHsiach MOCPEACTBOM 3aKJISATHH,
pa3paboTaHHBIX B He3amaMsITHbIe BpeMeHa caMuM DiauaHoM. CaHTU U cam Mor Obl co3/1aTh MOI00-
HBII KpHCTas1, HO Onaromapuit EnuHOro, 4to eMy He Hy’KHO 9TUM 3aHUMAThCS — 3TO JISSTHUE I0POTO
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JaJIoch 3aBOeBaTeNI0, OSTHATY Ha TeJIbI IOJl MapaIi30BaJI0. 3aTO CO3JaHHOE UM X PaHWIIUIIIE TIPO-
CITy’)KUT, KAK MUHUMYM, eIlle HeCKOJIbKO THICSY JIET.

Jlaprar mpuBes KpOBHBIX OpaTheB B OOJBIION 3aJ1, HAXOISIIUICS Ha CAMBIX TITyOOKHX YPOBHSIX
3amka [IpuspakoB. B Hem HHMUero He ObLIO, KPOME TMTAHTCKOTO, C1a0d0 CBETAIIErocs KPUCTAIIIA,
HAIOMMHAIOIIETO ajiMa3 — ecii Obl MOIJIM CYIIIECTBOBATh aJiMa3bl TAKMX Pa3MEpPOB, CaKeHEH MSTU
B ntuamerpe. TONbKO B 9TOM MeCTe 4YeJIOBEeK MOT CTaTh bAapoM. [a, 10 cux phlapsMu MpecTosa
CTAaHOBWJIMChH TOJIBKO JIIOJH, CErofHsI niepen XpaHwiuinem [laMsATy BriepBbie 3a MOATOPBI THICSYH JIET
crosut 371b( 1 opK. CaHTH HEMHOTO BOJTHOBAJICS, EMY COBCEM He XOTeJIOCh TPUYUHSATH BPE[l APY3bsIM.
Opnnako laprat 3aBepuii CKOMOPOXa, UTO KPUCTAILTY Oe3pa3IMuHO KaKOe CyIIeCTBO Mepel HUM, JIUIIIb
Obl OHO UMeJIO pa3yM U aymry. Tem 6osee uro Xpar ¢ THHYBH3IEM — HOCUTEN TIEPBO3/IaHHBIX CHJL.

— Jlek ap CaHTeH! — BHICTYIHJI BIIepe]] UIMITepaTop, NamsATh MapaHa Mmojicka3biBajia eMy HyKHbIe
cioBa. — ['OTOB JI THI OTJATH BO UMSI CITYKCHUSI IMITEPUU CBOIO JKU3Hb U CBOIO ay1ry? ['OTOB i Th
MIPUHSATS TUIAIL phlLiaps rpecrona’?

— T'oTOB, TBOE BETMYECTBO! — OIMYCTUJICSA HAa OTHO KOJIEHO TOpell.

— Ja 6yner tak! — CaHTH OCBOOOIWII CHUTY, CIIIeTast 3aKJIATUE CIIUSTHUSI CO3HAHUS.

N3 xpucraiia BeIpBajICs BETBAIIMICSA YEPHBIN pa3psii U OKyTas Teso JIeka ceTKoi MaleHbKUX
MOJTHHI TOTO ke 1BeTa. ['opelr IIIyxo BCKPUKHYII ¥ PyXHYJI Ha T0J1, 3a0MBIIKCH B CyIOporax. A Korjaa
npuIes B ce0s U BCTaJl, 3TO OBbUT YKe 3bJap B Cepo-cepeOPUCTOM ILIaIIe CO CKPHITHIM TYMaHHOW
Macko# ymioM. [IpaBia 4yBcTBOBal OH ceOsl Ha PEeKOCTh THYCHO — TOJIOBa KPYKUJIACh, TOITHUIIO,
MBICITU TTyTaIuCh. OTKY/Ia-TO B35JI0Ch MHOXKECTBO COBEPIIIEHHO HETIPEICTABUMbIX paHbIIIe 3HAHWIA.

3a JlekoM 0Ops[I TPOIILIH OCTaJIbHBIE. BCe TOBTOPUIIOCH O/IMH K OMHOMY, TOJIBKO I[BET MOJIHUT
y TunyBUa11s1 OBUT 3€7IEHBIM, Y XpaTa — asibiM, a y DHeta — cuHuM. Bekope Cant ¢ lapratom oTBesnu
HOBOWCIICUEHHBIX PhILIapel MPecTolia OTAbIXaTh — UM TOXEe MPEICTOSIIO TIPOCTIaTh He MEHbIIe TPeX
JHEH, 4TOObI TPUNTH B CceOsl.

BepHyBIIHCh B CBOM TIOKOM, UMITIEPATOP YCTAJIO PYXHYJI B KPECJIO — HE TaK JIETKO, OKa3bIBACTCH,
nascs emy 1ot 00psii. CHOBa B rOJIOBE IEPeMeNIMBaINCh OOPBIBKM BOCTIOMUHAHUH JIECSITKOB JTIOJICH,
OTYero emMy ObUIO TOIIHO JI0 HEBO3MOXXHOCTH. PelnmB BIOMBaTh KJIMH KJIMHOM, CaHTH MPUBBIYHO
yXke JI0CTaJl TIOCPEICTBOM 3aKJIATHS U3 MOABAJIOB OOYOHOK KPEIKOro BUHA CTOJIeTHEH BhiAepkKU. K
MIPUXOMY JIEBYIIIEK OH yCIesI BBIITUTH MOJIKYBIIIMHA W MTPeOBIBAI B OJIATOMYIITHOM HACTPOSHHH.

— 10 eme YT0? — OCTOPOXKHO MpuHIoXanach Kapa. — [Toxoxe, Hal OaroBepHbIN Haxpascs,
KaK MocjeqHss CKoTuHa. Jlpath ero Hekomy!

— W naxpasics! — noBonbHO noareepani CaHTH, IbsHO YXMBLUIASACh. — A YTO, HENb3s1?

— IMouemy e, MOXHO, — OpocHIIa Ha TIOAPYTY HEIOBOJNBHBIA B3MIIs Jle, omaB TOM CUTHAI
MoJT4ath. — TOJIBKO C yero?

— Pebsr snpaapamu crienat.

—bBenneie. .. —mocouyBcTBOBasa JKpuiia, CHOBa MOKOCHBIIUCH HA 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO B3/IEPHYB-
nryto 6poBb becranyio. — IM Tak TpyaHO mpuaeTcs. . .

3areM cea Ha TMOMJIOKOTHUK Kpecia, nmopmwia CaHTH ellle BUHA W MPOCIeAnIa, YTOOb OH
BBIITWJT KPYKKY JIO THA. PBIKMIA UTO-TO paccKasbiBasl, pa3MaxvBaJl pyKaMu, JaXe MMbITAJICS TaHIIEBaTh
— HACTOJILKO MbsIHBIM OH He ObUT AaBHO. [Togpyru mojjiakuBaiym eMy, JacKajauch, YTO-TO TOBOPHIIH,
B UEM-TO MBITATIMCH YoeauTh. Yero ke oHu XoTa1? Bripodem, ecim keHIIUHA Yero-To XO4eT, JIydllie
el 3TO JaTh, Bce paBHO He oTcTaHeT. [loroMy OH cormacuics, caMm He 3Hasi Ha uTo. Jle nonenoBana
ero W TyT ke MoHeca eile BuHa. CyduBIlieecs 3aTeM UMITepaTop MOMHWI ypbiBKamu. OH ToueMy-
TO CHOBA CTOSIT B 3ajie XpaHWIUINA, CHOBAa MTPOU3HOCHII CJIOBAa 0Opsiia MpeBpaIlieHusl YejJoBeKa B
anmpaapa. Ho koro o nocesiman? Yoeii ero Enunbiii, eciu CaHTH 3HAJ 3TO.

— TBoe BenuuecTBO! — JIOHECCs 0 UMIIepaTopa 4e-To 37101 rojoc. — Berapaid!

— M-M-M... — TIOBEpHYJICS Ha JIPyroii 60K CKOMOPOX.

— Jla BcTaBaii e Thbl, CKOTHHA! — 3aCTaBIJIa €T0 MOAIPLITHYTh MOIEYHHA.
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Pe3ko ceB, CaHTH 3acTOHAJI, pacKauMBasiCh CO CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. ['0JIoBa packasbIBaiach,
niepes Ia3aMu Bee IJIbLI0, ToHmIo. KyTh Kakas! Ilepen HuM crosin pa3bsapeHHslid Japrat.

— Taxk, ¢ Hero ToJIKy ceiuac, 9To ¢ KO3Jia MOJIOKA. .. — TSKeJIO B3AOXHYII SJIbAap, YKOPU3HEHHO
MOKavaJl TOJIOBOY U MOBEPHYJICA K CTEHe, Ha KOTOPOU B 00/1auke TyMaHa MOsSBUJIOCH JTUII0 Bepkura.

— Yero Tebe erie? — HEIOBOILHO OYPKHYIT TIOBap.

— He Buguib? — KMBHYJT Ha CTOHYIIEro umreparopa Jlaprar. — Y 3Toro npuaypka TpaxaHoro
noxmesibe! Paccony nait. OH Buepa Takoro HaTBOpuI!

— W 4ro xe oH HaTBOpWUII?

— Yro? JIeBOK B /bJaphl MOCBSITILI!

— Jla TBI 4TO?.. — OIIapaIIeHHO BBIJIOXHYJI IOBAp, MEIJICHHO CIO3as Mo cTeHe Ha 1mo1. Ero o
CTOUJIO 0cOOO0TO ONMUcaHusI — OeJloe, Kak MeJl, I71a3a KBaIpaTHbIe, HUKHSIS YeJTIOCTh OTBUCIIA JIO TPY/IU.

— Ecnm 6b1! — momopumuics Japrat. — $1 mpoBeprt — yBBI, 0Opsi] IPOBEICH MPABHIIBLHO, TIep-
BUYHBIC U3MeHeHUs Tl Hauio. Celiyac OTCHINATCs, TIOC/Ie3aBTpa MPUAETCS HAUMHATh YIUTh HX.

— Ja-a! — BeiioxHys1 Bepkut. — OHM HaM Tenepb HasIbAAPST. . .

— Touno! JlagHo, mait paccomna, HaIO OTHOUTH ITOTO PHIKErO UAMOTA, [1a TIOTOBOPUTH C HUM
IO JyIIaMm.

Korma Cantu HemHoro mpwuinen B ce0s, [laprat nmpuHsuicss opath Ha HEro, cooOinas, Ijie OH
BUIAJ TaKUX UMIIEPATOPOB, U B KakoM Buze. M Kyga 3ToMy caMoMy MMITEpaTopy ClieayeT OTIpa-
BUThCS. M MO KakuM MecTaM Mporyiasarbcs. ONemmBIIMN CKOMOPOX CIIyIIAN €ro, Ppa3vHyB POT —
CTOJIBKO M3OIIPEHHOM PyraHy B CBOU aJIpec CIIbIIIATh eMy ellie He JoBoauIoch. K tomy xe, Cantu 10
CHIX TIOP TTOYEMY-TO Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO 33 JHUIIA JOPXOTa — HEMOIXOAAIIIee /IS ITPOryJIoK MecTo. HeyioTHo
Tam.

— Thl XOTb MOHUMAEIIIb, YTO HATBOPUJI, CKOTUHA?! — 3aKOHYMJI CBOM BJOXHOBEHHBIII MOHOJIOT
JIbJAP.

— A dero Takoro s caenayii? — OCTOPOXKHO TOMHTEPECOBAJICS MPeObIBAIOIINN B HEIOYMEHUN
uMIeparop.

Haprar oObsscHiI. Korma CaHTa ycITbIIan 3To, OH CXBATUJICS 32 TOJIOBY M B3BBUL 3aTeM IpH-
HSUJICSI METOIMYHO BHIVPATh M3 CBOCH PhIKEH IIEBETIOPHI KJIOUbsl BOJIOC. Terepb YIUBUICS YKe IJTh-
nap. OH He cpasy MOHSI, YTO UMIIEPATOp HIUYETO HE TIOMHMT.

— CnbsiHy, 3HAUMT... — YKOPU3HEHHO TOKavas rojopoit daprar. — Hy, THl gaerb, mapeHs. ..
TBou Harbie IeBKH TeOs1 TPOCTO 0OBEIM BOKPYT MaJIblIa.

— Onu y MeHs nonpeiraiot! — 310 6pocun CaHTu.

— To3ano, — 0OpeyeHHO MaxHYJI PYKOH phIapb npecroia. — OHU y&e 7bAaphl, 1 HUYEro ¢
9TUM He mojenaenib. Hazan noporu Her.

[Mponwo eme aBa qHSA, U PDKUI CKOMOPOX OTIPABWIICSA B CTOJUILY — BPEMEHHU HE OCTaJIOCh
BOBCe, HaJj0 ObLIO y3HATh, Kak 00cToAT Aena. OH B3su1 ¢ coOoi Tobko Jlaprata, ocTajbHble ObUTH
ere He ToToBbl. QOOMKEHHBIE B JIyUIIIMX YyBCTBAX JIEBYIIIKHU OT/IBIXaTM B CBOMX KOMHATAaX, JieXka Ha
KHUBOTAX — pa3bsAPEHHBIN O OEJI0ro KaJeHus UMIepaTop JUIHO BHITOPON BCeX ceMepbix. OT Iy,
WX HacTaBHUKMU He CTaM BO3paXkaTh MPOTUB HAKa3aHUs — 3aCTyKWIM, HE MaJICHbKHE, JaBHO TIOpa
HAYYUThCS TIOHUMATh, YTO JIeJIaelllb, U HeCTH OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 32 COOCTBeHHBIE OCTYNKU. [ake Jlek
HE BO3paxal, XOTsI MOPIIWICS W B3IbIXaJI, CJIbIIIA TPOH3UTEIbHBIA BU3I CBOEH ParoleHHON Diaua
BO BpEMsI 9K3EKYIIUH.
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I'naBa 3
Po:xaenue yparana

BomHbl MSTKO OMIIHCH B UPC, pacpOCTPaHsisi BOKPYT 3arax THIJIBIX BOJOPOCTIEH, KAKUX-TO
OTXOJIOB, €Ille Yero-To HeroHsATHoro. HenmoBropumast BoHb Gosbiioro nopra. IporymiBasimmiics mo
HaOepexHoi Cantr momopumics. Hano Oyner o6s3ath Jofield coOmoaaTh 4ucToTy, He Opocarth B
BOJLY BCSIKYIO IFaiocTb. XOTs Obl B TIpe/iesiaX CTONUIIBL. DTO Mope, a He romoiika. [Ipunercs, noxanyi,
YCTaHOBHTH ITpad 3a BHIOPOC Mycopa B TIOpTY. B ropoiax yxe NpHBBIKIIM HE TaIUTh ceOe IO HOTH,
HaJ0 MPUYYUThb HE JesaTh 3TOrO U B JPYIUX MecTax.

ITocne noxopoH Mapana mpomnuto Ba JHs. iibJapbl HOCWIKCH 110 BCEW CTpaHe, TOTOBS CBS-
TOIIAM BMECTE C 3arOBOPLIMKAMHU HECKOJIBKO MHTEPECHBIX CIOPIIPU30B, a UMIEPATOp Pa3MbIILIA,
MIPOXakMBasICh IO TOPrOBOMY NOPTY cToiMLbl. Ha nanHblil MoMeHT CaHTH ObLT paf, 4ToO Y HEro JBe-
HaJLAaTh PHIApPel IPecToa, a He TATh, M IOMUPHUIICS C Pa30OMKEHHBIMH AEBYIIIKAMU, CMUPHUB CBOIO
rOpIOCTb ¥ NONPOCUB Yy HUX npouieHus. [Ipoctuiu ero, npasaa, He cpa3y u He Bce. Kapa c Jle mpo-
JOJDKAJIM AYThCS, M TIEpecTaly NMPUXOAUTh Mo HoyaM. Huuero, co BpeMeHeM Bce MPUAET B HOPMY.
W ve npunert. [aBHOe ceiiyac BoBce He 3T0. [71aBHOE — BHIOUTD CBATOII C TEPPUTOPHUM DJIMaHa, a
3TO HEJIETKO CJIeJIaTh, BOEBATh KAPBEHLIBI YMEIOT, K COXAJICHUIO. DJIbJapoB Obl I000IbIIE, ABEHAIATH
phlLiapeil TpecTosia — Bce PaBHO Karlisl B MOpe, He cipaBiisiioTcs. VIX Hy)KHO He MEeHbILIe IeCTUIECATH,
a JIy4ie — OOJIbIIIe CTa, TOT/IA MOSBUTCS BO3MOKHOCTb KOHTPOJIMPOBATH UMITEPHIO MIO-HACTOSIIIIEMY.

HoBblil kaHIIEp Ha yIUBIIEHUE KECTKO MPUHSIICS HABOIUTH MOPSIOK B SKOHOMUKE, IEPBbIE
KOpalOJM ¢ MPOIOBOJILCTBHEM YK€ MPUIIUIM B CTONMYHBIA 1opT. Kakum obpasom Parexu-mmagmmit
nodwucs atoro, CaHTH He 3HaJI, HO BUJEI, YTO He ommocs B Beioope. To, 4To paau JOCTHKEHUS STON
1eJTM KaHIJIep OTIIPaBIJI Ha IJ1aXy HECKOJIBKUX apUCTOKPATOB M OOraThIX TOPrOBLIEB, UMIIEPATOpa HE
BOJIHOBAJIO: HEUEro HAXKMBAThCs Ha Oefie pOIHOM cTpaHbl! BONMBIIMHCTBO BHICOKUX JIOPAOB MOCIIE CITY-
YUBIIETOCS MPEATIOWIO yoparbcs U3 DuaHapa BOCBOSICH, M OTCHKUBAJIHCH 10 CBOMM TTOMECThSIM.
INosiBneHue ummnepaTopa apuCTOKpaToOB HUYYTh HE BIOXHOBUJIO — Cpa3y MOHSUIN, YTO HUYETO XOPo-
IIIEr0 OT HOBOT'O MOBEJIUTEJISI UM KJ1aTh HE IPUXOJUTCS.

Ha ceBep crietHo nepeOpachkiBaii yepe3 MopTajibl AUBU3MIO 32 AUBU3UEH, YTO A0 CUX MOp
CYMTAJIOCh COBEPILIEHHO HEBO3MOXHBIM. Mauto Toro, Xpat HaBefasics B Pypk-/Ixanan u foroopusics
c Karasiom o Bbljie/IeHUN UMITEPUM IECATH JUTHBIX ETePCKUX MOJIKOB. TO-TO KapBeHIbI 00pasyIoTcs,
YBUJIEB, C KEM MM IPEICTOUT cXBaTuTbcs! Eciu mocraparbesi, MOXKHO /IHS 32 TPU OTOUTD Y AJIbsHCA
OpraoH, a 1o u TaBeHTanb. MaccMpOBAaHHOIO yAapa Bpard He kJIyT, HEOTKYy/Aa Ha ceBepe B3SAThCSA
CBEKMM BoMcKaM umriepur. O4eHb XOpOIo, YTO He KAYyT!

IOr moka ocoboii 03aboueHHOCTH He BbI3bIBal. bnaro, crensl HOxubpix Llurangeneit Obutk
HACTOJIbKO KPENKHMMH, YTO JJaKe €KeJHEBHO 3aKJa/IblBacMble KOUEBHUKAMM MIOPOXOBbIE 3apsi/ibl HE
cMoIIM TIpoOUTh Operib. HeynuBuTeIbHO, TOMIMHA TAMOIIHUX CTEH MOPOM JIOCTUraeT TPUALATH
JIOKTel. BapBapsl ¢ nmanajiMHaMy aTakoBaJIM BSUIO, TIOHUMAasi, YTO CMBIC/IA B TOM HET — TOJIbKO THO-
HyTb 0e3 TojKy. OHM sIBHO yero-1o xayT. Ho vero? Jlagno, mycts x1ayT, ckopo goxaytes! Buepa
BedyepoM CaHTu oaro ropopuii ¢ PaprasneM U Taku J0OHICS OT HECTOBOPYMBOTO ba 3aKJIoue-
HUA coto3a. Erie HeMHOro, ¥ 13 3aK0J1I0BaHHOTO JIeca BBIMIYT IECATKH THICSY HE 3HAIOIIMX ITpoMaxa
JIyYHHUKOB U 3Beajiell 3eneHoil CTpaxku, Majio B YeM yCTYIAOIMX TOpHbIM MactepaM. JIIoOombITHO
ObLIO OBl YBUZIETH JIMIIA KOMAHIYIOIMX BOWCKAMH QJIbSIHCA, KOTJ]a OHH Y3HAIOT 00 3TOM.

Beina y mMneparopa eme onHa 3a00ta. OH IOHEMHOTY HAaUMHAI JKaJIeTh, YTO CBSA3AJICS C TPYII-
noit JIako, B OAMHOYKY ObLIO Obl Kyaa mpotue. IIpruxoquaoch MOCTOSHHO MPUAYMBIBAaTh OTTOBOPKH,
4yT0OBI 00BSCHUTH CBOE OTCyTCcTBHE. Kpome Toro, CanTy 3a0bUl, YTO CIIMIIKOM MHOTME 3HAJIU: OH
CTaJl TOPHBIM MacTepoM U apucToKpaToM. Ero Mormu y3Hats B jiuno. IToatomy npuaercst HoCTOSIHHO
HOCHUTbh MOPOK, HECJIOJKHOE 3aKJISITUE, TPUAYMaHHOE ellle DiraHoM 3aBoeBareseM. Llypkauu OynyT
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BUJIETh CBOETO Masila OJJHAM YEeJIOBEKOM, a 3pUTEIH — cOBceM Apyrum. [loxoxum, Ho npyrum. Hamo
ere yropoputh [xako B3ath Jle, uMmnieparopy TpyaHoBaTo mnpuaercsi 6e3 anpaapa nog 6okom. Vm
caenath smbpaapoM Puka? I1o MopasibHBIM KauecTBaM MAPHUINKA BIOJIHE OAXOAUT. Bompoc ToJbKo:
3axouet Jin? [la u JKpuiia Bce paBHO He PEIIUTCS OCTaBUTh CBOETO HeHarIsiAHoro Braipiky 6e3 KoH-
Tpossi. OHa Kak-To pa3 MoceTuIa BHICTYIUIGHHE TPYIIIbl, 3aMeTuia OpocaemMsblie [lenmeit Ha pbiKero
nasia TOMHBIE B3IJISIIIBI, ¥ 3aBEPUJIA, YTO €CIIM OH COONIA3HUTCS, TO CUJIbHO Moxaneer. Ho, HecMoTpst
Ha Bce MUHYCHhI, CaHTH paJoBaJICsl, YTO CHOBA CTaJl CKOMOPOXOM. DTO €ro cyapOa, ero nmpu3BaHue.
[ToTomy mycTs OyAeT TPyAHO, BO3MOKHOCTb XOTh M3PE/Ka BBICTYIIATh OKyIajia BCe.

UYro-To npuBnekyio BHuManue, 1 CaHtu octaHoBwiIcs. Ha nmpce, ¢ HejoyMeHHeM OrJisiibiBa-
SICh TI0 CTOPOHAM, CTOSUIM OYEeHb HEMTPUBBIYHO OJIETHIE IOHOIIA C IEBYIIKOW. benoOpeickie, MMpoKo-
JMIbIe, HEKpacuBble, ToMyOorIa3ble U OUeHb APYT Ha JIpyra noxoxue. FBHO Opat ¢ cectpoit. Ha Hux
ObLIM TIPOCOJICHHBIE IMPOKKE YePHbIE TIOJIOTHSIHBIE IIITAaHbl 1 KOPMYHEBbIE KYPTKH U3 KOXKU KaKOTo-
TO MOpcKoro 3Bepsi. Kak Obl He 13 Koxu TaBHa. Huuero ceGe, Takue KypTKU CTOWJIMA AUKHUX JEHET U
MOTIJIY CITyXKUTh Y€JIOBEKY BCIO )KU3Hb — IMOPBATh UX MPAKTHUECKH HEBO3MOXKHO. I 1ie 3T0, MHTEpecHO,
Tak ofeBaiotcsi? [ie AparoreHHbIX KOXK CTOJIBbKO, YTO U3 HUX MOTYT MO3BOJIUTH Ce0€ CIIUTh KypTKH
naxe Hedorarsie moaun?

CaHTH TOpBUICS B JOCTABIIEWCS OT MPEKHUX UMIIEPATOPOB HEOOBATHOW MaMSATH U BCKOpE
cooOpaszmit. Takoe BO3ZMOKHO TOJIBKO Ha Dprasare, ocTpoBe BeTpos, ckomuiie royisix cKajl mocpeau
Benoro okeana. Tam )uam pbiOakv M OXOTHUKHM Ha MOPCKOro 3Bepsi. Kak HU cTpaHHO, JOBOJIBHO
MHOT'0, HECKOJIBKO THICSTY — PBIObI B OKEaHe XBaTaJIO, IIKYPbl TABHOB TOXE OYEHb [IEHUIUCh, TOITOMY
OCTPOBY OBLIIO UTO MPEJIOKUTH HA TPoAaxy. Kurtenn DpaaBara MocTaBIsuId B METPOIIONHNIO Oecuuc-
JIEHHOE KOJIMUYECTBO CYIIEHOW M KOITYEHOH PhIObI, MOPCKHUE JeMKaTeChl, OMapoB M KpaboB, UKpY,
ryOKH U eI11e MHOXECTBO J1apoB Mopsi. Ho OCHOBHOI cTaTheld 10X0/1a Bce-TaK! OCTaBAIMCh BblJeIaH-
Hast 0cOOBIM 00pa30M KOa TAaBHOB, OOTI000BABIIMX OTMEITH Y I0KHOW OKOHEYHOCTH OT POMHOTO OCT-
poBa. OxoTa Ha HUX — JIEJIO HEJIeTKoe U OIMacHOe, TaBH UMeJT pa3Mep HeOOBIIOro A0Ma, YOUTh ero
MOXHO OBUIO, TOJIBKO IOTIaB TApIyHOM B I71a3, U He Jail EMUHBINA MPOMaxHyThCs — OXOTHUK MTHO-
BEHHO IPEBPAIIAJICs B IUYb.

JleByIka cMOTpena Ha HEMOHSATHYIO €d CyeTy CO clie3aMU Ha IJa3ax, I0HOIIA Kycasl ryObl U
CKMMaJ Kylaku. A Bedb y peOsT, moxoxke, Kakas-To Oeaa. M oOpatuthes, cyns 1o MX BUAY, HE K
komy. CaHTH TIOHSI, YTO HE CMOXET MpouTH MuUMO. TeM OoJsiee UTO ¢ HaYajga BOWHBI U3BECTHH C
SpaaBara He MOCTYIMAJIO — FTAPHU30H TaM ObUT COBCEM HEOOJBIUM, U CBATOIIAM HE COCTABUIIO Obl
oco0oro Tpyna nepeduTsb ero. [la u cirykuiam Ha OCTPOBE B OCHOBHOM TIOKHUJIBIE BETEPAHBI, JOKUBA-
IOIIHE OCTAaBIIMECS TO/Ibl B TETLJIE U MOKOE.

— IIpuser! — npubnu3uics oH. — Bel ¢ Dpnasara?

— 30paBCTBYiTE, yBaXaeMblii TOCTIONWH! — HEYBEPEHHO TMOKJIOHWJICS IOHOINA, MeperyisHyB-
IIMICS C CECTPOM, B IJ1a3aX KOTOPOM BCIBbIXHYJIA Hajaexkaa. — [la. A oTKyaa Bbl 3HaeTe?

— Jla Tak 0ofeBaIOTCs TOJBKO Y Bac, — yiabIOHYIcss CaHTH. — Y Hac 3/1ech KypTKa M3 KOXHU TaBHA
YeThIpecTa 30JI0ThIX, KAK MUHIMYM, CTOUT.

— Ckonpbko?! — nonie3nu Ha J100 171a3a ocTpoBUTsIHUHA. — KorMap. .. MHe Mosi B TpH Tapxema
o0oIuIack, TONMBKO 3a nommmB. Cam TaBHA yout!

— IMozapasnsio! Crbliali, 3T0 HEJIETKO.

— Eme 051, — nmoexuiics oHoma. — Eie HeMHOro, 1 oH Obl MHOIO 11000eaj1. ToNbBKO 3T0. . .

OH 3amoiya, CkaB KyJIaku.

— Ciyunnock 9to-HUOYyAb? — HacTopoxuics CaHTH.

— CBATOIIN. . . — HA IVIa3aX OCTPOBUTSHUHA MOSIBWJIKCH CJIe3bl. — [IBe Hefiem Ha3a mAaTh Kopao-
Jied puniu. Mbl ymMajiu, TOproBathb, Kak OOBIYHO, a OHH. ..
—Yro?

— T'apHU30H mepeOwi, a MOTOM JIoJIel 3aKMBO Kedb Havasu. Ilarmy ¢ MamMoi COXIJIM, OTIa
Mukasins, a ¢ AUKH. ..
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OcrpoButsinnHa 3atpsicio. OH He cpa3y CMOT YCIIOKOWThCS, TMPOIOKHUB TOJBKO Yepes
HECKOJIbKO MITHOBEHUI:

— C cecTpruky Moey MJIaJlIen KoKy 3a)KUBO cofpanu... Eif ke Bcero aecsth jet Obito! 3a
41O pedeHKa-To?!

— ITotomy 4TO 3BEpU OHM, — CKPUITHYJI 3y0aMy MMIIEPATOp — €ro JOJIT ObLT 3alUTHTh ITHX
moner, a oH He 3aumTiil. — [loliieM B TpakTHp, paccKakelib mogpoOHee. MoxeT, cyMel uem
MOMOYb.

— Crniacu60 BaM, yBaxxaeMblil TOCIIOIVH, — TOKJIOHUJIACh IEBYIIIKA, BIIEPBbIE MOJAB roJIoc. — Mbl
yXK U He 3HATIM K KOMY 00paIarhcsi, HHKOMY JI0 Halllel Oefipl Jefia HeT. . .

— T'opHBIX MacTepoB UCKaTh HAJIO ObLIIO, OHU ObI TPUCITYIIAIUCEH, — OYPKHYJI CKOMOPOX. — MeHs,
kcratu, CaHTH 30BYT.

— A mens — Kupek. Ee — UBka. 13 pona [laitzexo.

— IIpuATHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS, — IPUBETIIMBO YJIBIOHYJICS CKOMOPOX, BeJIsl OCTPOBUTSIH K JIBEPU
OMKANIIIero MOPTOBOTO TPAKTHUPA.

[MockonpKy ObUIO YTPO, HApOLY B «YepHOM HapBase» CUIeNo HeMHOro. HeckombKko moMSTHIX
MaTpOCOB C TOPrOBOrO KOpaOIsl 3aJIMBAJIM MTOXMEJIbE JIEM, [1a TIOXOKHMIA Ha BCTPENAHHOTO MeIBe st
KaliTaH B 3aCaJICHHOM HAIIEHHOM TUIATKE MPAvyHO KYpWJI TPYOKY M OrJlalial TPaKTUP U30IIPEHHOM
OpaHblo, TPOKJIMHAS KaKOro-To JJamMupa, moAcyHyBIero eMy ruuisle KaHatsl. CaHTH 3akasan cebe ¢
Kupekom TeMHOro MHapcKoro 3714, a 1J1s1 VIBKY B3s11 KpYKKy coka. FOHora ¢ neByikoi 6iarogapHo
KHMBHYJI, CaIsICh — y HUX, ITOXOXE, COBCEM He ObLJIO JICHET.

Paccka3z Kupeka okazancs mpoct u crpaiieH. OCTpoBHUTSIHE TIPY BUJE KopaOien CBATOII He
TIO/TlyMaJIi HUYETo TI0XOT0 — He BIIEpPBbIE TPUXOAMIN HA OCTPOB KOpaliiu KapBeHCKUX KymioB. Koxa
TaBHA TOJIL30BAJIACH CIIPOCOM TI0 BCEMY MHUPY, HM U3 Yero APYroro Jy4dlIMX Caror He cTadyaTb. A
KypPTKH He BCSIKasl CTpena MpooObeT, MpuYeM OHHM Jierkue U ynoOHble. Korga Ha Geper mochinasimch
NaJIaJHBI U IPUHSLITICH YOUBATh, OTPSICEHUIO JXKUTeNel DpraBara He Obuio npezena. Kapseniam He
MOHAJOOMIIOCh MHOTO BpPEMEHH, YTOOBI MepeOuTh HEMHOTOUMCIIEHHbIN rapHu30H. Jlo Beuepa crpa-
BUJIMCh. A YTPOM Hayajicsl KOImap.

[ManaguHel BphIBAIKCH B JOMA, XBaTaJIM OCTPOBUTSH M KyAa-To yBoaw. [Jaxe nereit. 3arem
OCTaBIIIMXCSI HA CBOOOJE COTHAJIM 32 TOPOJICKYIO CTeHy, Il KM JecsATKa JABa KOCTPOB, CIOXKEH-
HBIX U3 TUIABHUKA, MOJUTOTO TOPIOYMM MAacjioM, U HECKOJIBKO MOMOCTOB. Ha 3TuX KocTpax cTosiu
MIPUKOBaHHBIE K CTOJI0aM apeCTOBAHHBIE, C YKACOM IS/ HA JKMPHOE JIMIIO PAJOCTHO CKAIISAIIETOCs
MHKBU3UTOPA, MPOXKUBAIOIIETOCS TIepel] OKPYKEeHHBIMHU CONAATAMU KUTEIsIMUA DpraBara. beaHsru
J0JTO HEe MOIJIM TIOBEPHUTh, YTO MOKHO BOT TaK OOXOAUTHCS C KMBBIMU JilonbMu. [ToBepuiu. . .

Kapgener| rpoMoriacHo 0OBbsIBIIT, UTO CY/IOM CBATON MHKBU3HIIMHU 3aKOPEHEITbIE €PETUKH MTPHU-
rOBapUBAIOTCA K COXCKEHHWIO, W TPUKa3al 3aKedb KOCTPHL. IIepBbIM COXINIM CTapeHBKOTO TOpO.-
CKOTO CBAIIIEHHMKA, OTHAa MUKassis, OTKa3aBIlIerocss MpUHUMATh Aormatsl dyxkaon Llepksu. 3atem
1 ocTaJbHBIX. OCTPOBUTSIHE MOTPSICEHHO CMOTPEJTN Ha OBbIOIIUXCS] B OTHE JIpY3ei M coceiel, MHO-
rve MOTepsUTd COo3HaHWe, He Oyay4d B CHJIax BBIHECTH Takoe 3penuine. Ho camoe crpariHoe Hava-
JIOCh TI03%K€ — Ha TIOMOCTHI BBIBEJIM HECKOJIBKUX IJIAYYIUX MAJICHbKUX JETel U 3KMBO COAPAIH C
HUX KOXKyY. VIX HecuacTHbIe MaTepy UCXOAWIINA KPUKOM, YMOJISIs TOMIAUTh MAJIBIIIEH, IBITAIUCh ITPO-
pBaThCs K IOMOCTaM, J1a TOJIBKO Kyaa TaMm. CosaTbl U30MBaJM X, 8 THKBU3UTOP JOBOJIBHO XOXOTAJ.
BonbIIMHCTBO KEHIHMH, YBUEBIIUX CTPAIITHYIO CMEPTh CBOMX J€Tel, COIITH C yMa.

VYouiipl He ywin onHoro. Bech DpaaBar MpOHM3BIBAIM KAaTaKOMOBI, CO3aHHbIE, BEPOSITHO,
TEM K€ 3araJJouHblM HapolIOM, YTO B He3anaMsTHbE BpeMeHa BbicTpous Pypk-Ixanan. ocryn B
T0/13eMeJTbsi ObUT IOUTH B KQKJAOM JJOME, OCTPOBUTSIHE N3IaBHA UCTIONb30BAJIM MX BMECTO MOTrPpedOB —
JOCTATOYHO MPOOUTH CKAJTy Ha TIIyOWHY HECKOJIBKHX JIOKTEH, YTOOBI HATOIKHYTHCSI HA KaKOH-HUOYIb
xof1. B HOub mocsie Ka3HM Bee HacesneHne Dpaasara yIio Mo 3eMITI0, HABEPXY He OCTaJIOCh HU OIHOTO
yesioBeka. Haiitu ux tam 0e3 MpOBOAHUKA HE MOT HUKTO, 3aTO 3a0IyIUTHCS B TIOA3EMENbSX OUYEHb
MPOCTO — OE3yMHBIH JJAOMPUHT. Y MHOTHX PbIOAKOB ObUIM Y MPUNIPSATAHHBIC JIONKHU U sUTMKHU. Koe-KTo
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U3 HUX I0/] TOKPOBOM TEMHOTBHI yIIIeT B MOpe, HaJesiCh BCTPETUTh MMAHCKUIA KOPaOiIb U COOOIIUTD
O TBOpSIIIEMCS Ha DpiaBare.

Kupek ¢ VBkoi ToXke nMpoOpasich Mo KaTakoMOam K MPUBSA3aHHON B MOTAHON OyXTe KPOXOT-
HOW JIOMYOHKE, Ha KOTOPOW OOBIYHO TJIaBAJIA Ha JIOBJTIO KpaboB. OHM ObUTH Ha TpaHu Oe3yMus — Ha
r1a3ax Opara ¢ CeCTpoy CBATOIIH COKIJIM MX OTIA C MAaTEPhIO, a 3aT€M COIPAJIA KOXY C IECSITUIETHEH
Ajiku. OCTpOBUTSIHAM TOBE3JIO — BCETO YEPEe3 TPH JHS OHU YBUJEIM HAa TOPU3OHTE Mapyca UMIep-
CKOro BOEHHOTO Opura, COIpoOBOKAABIIEr0 HECKOIBKO TOPTOBBIX CY/IOB.

Mopsiku o100paiv MX U C yKacOM BBICTYIIAIN paccKa3 criaceHHbIX. KaruTan Kycait ryosl OT
IHEBA, KakJajJ OTIUIaTUTh MajayaM, HO He MMEJ MpaBa HapyIIUTh NPUKA3 — BE3 BaXKHbIN IPy3 U3
Onanapa B cronmuiy. CHapsiap! Aj1s1 rayouil moptoBbix (poptoB! [ToTOMY OH TOJNBKO TOCTABHII peOsIT B
Smuanaap. Tam ocTpoBUTSIHE y3HAM cTpaliHbie HoBocTH. Mmneparop noru6! [onoBruHa nmneprnu
B pykax csarom! M HuKomy HeT nena o Oex kuteneil Dprnapara. HauanbHUK TaMOXHU, TpaBa,
3anmcain pacckas Kupeka u oberian nepegart KOMaHJOBaHUIO, HO HAJESThCS HA TIOMOIIIb HE COBETO-
BaJL. [Tocsie 3TOrO Opar ¢ cecTpoil OKa3avch Ha yiulle, He iMest HU TapxeMa JeHer. OHU pacTepsiHHO
CTOSUIM Ha NIUPCE, MBITasACh IPUAYMATh, YTO €1e MOKHO CIeJIaTh, Koraa K HuM nogouien CaHTH.

— Trapu... — npommmnen CKOMOpPOX, CKaB KyJIaKH.

N Beap He nmomosxenib. Hemb3sl ceituac OTChIIaTh BOMCKA HA OCTPOB, HE UMEIOIINI HUKAKOTO
3HaueHus. BoT oHo, OpeMst umrepaTtopa, BO Beell cBoeit Kpace. Uto Obl OH HU peli, BCe paBHO
OymyT riOHYTb JIIO/I, KOTOPBIX OH 00s13aH 3alUTUTL! A OH HE MOXKET. .. Pa3Be TOJIILKO OTIPaBUTHCS
Ha OCTPOB CaMOMY — Mary ero CHJbl M yaca He TOHAZO0OUTCSs, YTOObl YHUUTOXKHUTH CBATONIL. [1ATh
kopabeii? Menoun. Mu monmpocuTts KOro-HuOyIb U3 31pAapoB. A kKoro? Bce 3aHATH, HU Y OJHOTO
Y MUHYTHI CBOOOIHOM HeT. CIUIIKOM UX MaJio, HY)KHO CPOYHO MCKATh eIle OIXOAAHMX Joje. [1o
KakoMy-TO HauTuio CaHTH pelwl B3MJISIHYTh HA OCTPOBUTSH B MaryeckoM AMana3oHe — U 3aMep.
Kak Hu cTpaHHO, 00a CIOCOOHBI CTAaTh PHIIAPSIMU IMPECTOJIA TI0 CBOUM MOPAJIbHBIM KaueCTBaMm, O YeM
SICHO TOBOpHJIA MX aypa. YncTast v cBeT/Iast. 3HAUUT, CyIb0a. 3HAUUT, HE 3ps1 OH BCTPETHII STUX PeOsIT.

— A mpaBja, 4ToO €ro BEJIMYECTBO BMECTE C IbJapaMu yOusm? — HeoBepuYMBo cripocuiia MBka.

— K coxanenuio, npaBaa, — B3goxHys1 Cantu. — Ho ummneparop ects HOBbIA. M1 OH HaOupaer
HOBBIX 271b1apOB. BOT BbI OBl TONILIN ?

— Mmui? — m3ymmiicst Kupek, noTom HeyBepeHHO YIbIOHycs. — []a KoMy Mbl Hy:kHbI? XOTsl, €CIIn
MO30BYT, Noiy. OueHb X0ueTcs OTIIATUTh KAPBEHCKOW CBOJIOYM 3a Mamy, MaMy U AHKY...

— U g nomna Obl... — B3gOXHYNA jAeByiika. — Tompko Kup mpas. Hy, komy mbl cnammcs? B
3JIbJIapbl, HABEPHOE, TOJILKO BaXKHBIE TOCMO/A MONAAAIOT.

— YBepeHsbl? — NpUILypUiICs CKOMOPOX, XUIITHO YCMEXHYBILIUCh.

— B uem? — ynuBuMIICSA OCTPOBUTSIHUH.

— A B TOM, YTO HE OTKA3JINCH OBL.

Bpar c cecrpoii omapaiieHHO neperisiHy/IUCh, 3aTeEM HEepelIUTEIbHO KUBHYIU. Kakoi-To oH
CTpPaHHBIN, STOT PHUKUI NapeHb. HenmoHsATHBIE Bemy roBopurt. [la pa3Be MOTyT MPOCTBIM pblOakamM
MPEJIOKUTH cTaTh baapamMu? [lonHas yyms!

— Xopol1o, pa3 yBepeHsl... — B m1azax CaHTH ropesio 4Tro-To Takoe, oT yero Kupeka ¢ MBkoit
nepegepHyno. — Torga ugemre.

— Kyna?

— Ceituac yBuure.

CxoMOpox OpOCHJT HA CTOJIMK MOHETY, 3aTeM OTKPbUT HEBUIUMBIN B TIOJIyTbMe TPAKTHpa Mop-
Taul, Beayluil B 3a1 Xpanuwmina [Tamatu. 3akiasaTreM noaxsaTuil OCTPOBUTSH M HBIPHYJ B TyMaH-
HyI0 IbIMKY. [TOHSB, UTO BHE3aITHO OKAa3aJIMCh COBCEM B JPYroM MecCTe, T€ 3aMepJii, BO BCe Ia3a
[JIS7351 HA MATKO CBETSILIMIICS TMTAHTCKUI KPUCTAIL.

Kupek norpsic rosioBoii, HO BOKpYr HUUEro He u3MeHu10ck. Jla uro npoucxonut? Yto 3a yygeca
takue? Kro 3tot ppokuil napens? KOHo1a MeasieHHo noBepHysicst K CaHTU U 3aCThLUT C IPUOTKPHITHIM
proM. Teno Toro MoKpelI TEMHO-cepbIi I1an]. OH HaKMHYJ Ha TOJIOBY KAIlIOLIOH, JIMLO MEIJIEHHO
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3aTsHYJIOCh TyMaHHOW Mackoi. Tak uTo ke 310 nomyvaerca? K HUM Ha nmupce nojpoies caM uMmie-
parop?!

— Bame BenmuecTBo! — OCTPOBUTSIHE OMYCTHIIMCh HAa KOJIEHU.

— Kupexk u VBka [aiizexo! — rpsHyJ I'yJIKUA rojioc, 3aCTaBUBLIMIA B3APOTHYTh. — ['0TOBBI /11
BBl OTJIaTh BO UMsI CITy’KE€HHSI IMIIEPUM CBOU KU3HU U CBOM IyIIM? [OTOBBI JIM BBl MPUHSTH TUIAIIH
pblLiapei mpecrosa?

—T'oToBbI, Batiie BeIuecTBo. .. — e[1Ba CIBIIIHO OTBETUIIM Opart ¢ CeCTPOM, MpeObIBast B MOJTHON
YBEPEHHOCTH, UTO CIIST.

— Jla Oyner Tak!

W3 xpuctanna ynapuim Oelible MOJHUM, Tejla BCKPUKHYBIIMX OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH OCTPOBUTSIH
OKYyTaJIUCh IJIaMeHeM. VIMriepaTtop unTasl 3aKJIMHAHUS MHUIMAIIMY U TUXO YAMBIISUIICS MPO cedst — Ha
STOT pa3 OHU JAaBAJMCh KyJa Jierde, yeM pasblie. YTo K, MOCTENeHHO HaOMPaeTcsl OMbITa, aJIbIle
OyzieT elie mpoire.

On mnpuBen B ceOs moTtepsiBIIMX co3HaHue Kupeka ¢ VIBKoid, 3aTemM Haiel, rae B JaHHBIA
MOMEHT HaxoauTcsi Bepkur, u nepemectuicst k Hemy. [loBap s13BUTENIBHO pacniekas 3a YTO-TO JBYX
MOHYPBIX TTOMOIITHUKOB.

— 310paBCTBYH, TBOE BEIMYECTBO, — HEXOTsI OYPKHYJI OH, ITOKOCUBIIKCH HA UMIepaTopa. — A
3TO elrie KTo ¢ ToOon?

— HoBeie anbnapsl, — xuxukHya1 CaHty.

— Onsatp 6ab6a?! — oropueHHO BCrwiecHy pykamu Bepkut. — CoBceM yMoM TpoHYyics !

— Jla uto BbI ¢ JIapKUTOM MPOTUB KEHIIMH UMeeTe? — C I0CaJ0M CIPOCU UMIIEpaTop.

— Uro? — KpuBO ycMexHyJics noBap. — Hudero, uMm npocTo CIMIIKOM JOPOro 3a 3TO IJIATUTh
npuxoauTcs. Thl XOTh cKa3zas OeJHSIKKE, Yero ei OyJeT CTOMTH JKelaHUe CTaTh JbJapom?

— A uero? — yauBuics CaHtu.

— Tel naxe He 3Haewb. .. — TPYCTHO B3[I0XHYJI IOBAp, NoBOpaunBasch K MBke. — [leBouka, npe-
BPATHBIIKCH B bAAPa, Thl CTasIa OecIUIoNHON. Y Tebst HUKoraa He Oyaer nerei!

— Oi1, Mama. .. — pacTepsIHHO MpOoJIerneTana OCTPOBUTIHKA, PUKPBIB ce0e pOT JIaJI0HBI0 U MEPT-
BEHHO TMOOJIeJHEB.

— To1 yBepen?! — BBIIOXHYJI TOTPSICEHHBIH CKOMOPOX, TTOHSIB, UTO €My MIPUAETCSI COOOIIUTD ITY
HOBOCTB Jle, Kape u ocTaJIbHBIM JIeByIIIKAM.

— INomHocTeio, — 3aBepui ero Bepkurt. — [IoToMy-To npexkHre UMIIEpaTOphl U U30erasy 1eaTh
JKEHIIMH PhILAPSIMU TPECTONA, IS KEHIIUHBI JETH CIIMIIKOM BaXKHbI. My KUMHBI Ky/ia Jierde repe-
HOCSIT TIPEBpallleHne, y HUX MOTYT ObITh JIETH Jaxe rnociie nHumaui. CTpaHHO, YTO ThI A0 CHX TOP
HE BCIIOMHIJT 00 3TOM.

— Enuneiii Coznaress. .. — npoctonan CaHTH, XBaTasCh 3a TojioBy. — VIBKa, TpOCTH MeHs1, UIu-
oTa...

— Huuero, TBOoe BEIMYECTBO, — CKBO3b CJIE3bl OTBETWIIA JIeBYyIIKA. — [Ipomato. Tel He 3HaI. A
a... 51 cnpaBmock. Huuero Beap yxe He nozenaenis? [lo3aHo?

— K coxanenuio, mo3aHo, — pa3Bes pykamu noBap. — Bel — anpaapsl. Hukem uHbIM BbI He Oyiete
70 CaMOW CMEpTH.

— YT0 e 5 HaTBOPWII. .. — POJOJIKaN youBaThcsi ckoMopox. — Yto s1 Kape c Jle ckaxy?

— A 311 GeccoBecTHbIE IeBKM CaMU BO BCEM BUHOBaThl! — BenbLUTiT Bepkut. — ThI-TO TYT Ipu-
yem?

— Camu-To0, camu. .. — B310XHYJ1 CaHTH. — Jla TOJIBKO BCE PaBHO. ..

— Mymarp Haj1o ObUIO, a MOTOM TOJIBKO JiefaTh! — oTMaxHyJics moBap. — Camu ceOst Hakazau,
MyCTh Tenepb Ha ceOs1 U neHsoT. M XBaTuT 0 HUX. MHe 3Ty BOT Oe/IHSIKKY KaJKo. bosblie, Hagewoch,
THl HU B YeM He TIOBUHHBIM JIEBOYKaM Cy/AbObl KQJICUUTh HE CTAHEIIlb?

— He crany...

— Bort u xopoimo. Tbl, KaxkeTcs, 4ero-to xoresn?
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— Jla, — B310XHY1 umrneparop. — Tel MOKelIb IPUTOTOBUTH MHE 3a11aC MPOAYKTOB 151 HECKOJIb-
KHX THICSIY YesloBeK Ha Heziemo? Ha DpnaBare HaceneHue 6e3 ebl U MUThsI B KATAKOMOBI YIIUIO, CTia-
casch OT cBATOILIL BMecTte ¢ xkeHipHamu 1 gertbMu. Hazo nomous.

— Crnenato, TBOE BEJIMUECTBO, — PE3KO KMBHYJI TIOBAp M MCYe3 B OOIAUKe MMOpTaa.

IMoBap, kak xe! CaHTH 03aaYeHHO TIOKaYas ToJIOBOM. [la 3TOT moBap — Mar HEHaMHOTO ciiabee
ero camoro! BoH kako# XUTpBIi IOPTAJl 3aKPYTUJI, U He pa3Oeperibes cpasy, Kyaa Benet. Hago Oyner
Kak-HUOyb opaccrpammBarh Bepkurta. TombKo Bpsijl M OH YTO-HUOYIb BHATHOE CKaXeT — MapaH
BOH TOX€ HUYEro O HEM TOJIKOM He 3HaJl, IOJIyYuB B HACJIEICTBO OT IpexHero ummneparopa. Cromn!
B nacnencreo? Tak ckonbko ke Toraa emy Jyiet?! bosnbiie cra? A BbInISiAUT copokaieTHuM. OX, 4To-
TO 3J€Ch HE TO...

OpnHako BpeMeHH Ha J0CyXUe pa3MblliuieHrs He Obi1o. Heob6xoammo HaBenaThesi Ha Dprasar,
YHUUTOXUTD CBSITOLI, a 3aTeM MepeMecTUThcs B Dmuanaap. Konioxu 3akoHunsu ¢ ¢pyprosom. [lopa
3a0uparth ero u rnepeaaBarh [Ikako, TOT yxke MpbiraeT oT HetepreHus. [TycTh 3aKynaeT peKBU3NT s
TPYIIIIBL, IOATOTOBKA BOSIAKA MO CTpaHe 3aliMET ellle He/IeNH JIBE, Kak MUHUMYM.

Ho 10 Bce menoun. BaxHo apyroe — Onmke K Beuepy KOMaHIOBaHHUE CEBEPHOTO OKpyra Hame-
peBasiock AaTh csiTolam 60it. iMnepatop He coOuparics MpoMmycKaTh 3TO 3pelTuile, Ha0OOpOT, Maru-
yeckas NOoAJepKKa BOMCKaM HUKAK He [IOMEIaeT, 1a U MOIyraTh KapBEeHLEB C HapTaraiblaMU CTOUT.
[Tyctp 3apanee mTaHsl McnadkaioT. JIek ¢ DHeToM MpHUIyMaid HECKOJIBKO XUTPbIX (POKYCOB, IIpU
MBbICTH O KOTOpbix CanTu paccmesuicsi. U cam Obl nydinie He BoigymMait. Her, oH He oH Oyner, eciu
KapBeHIIbl He 00/1eIaloTCsl.

— Ha Horax noka gep:xutech? — CIIpOCHIT UMIIEPATOP Y OCTPOBUTSIH.

— Koe-kak gepxumcsi, TBOe BEJIMUECTBO, — Pe3KO KUBHYI Kupek.

— Ilpunercs eme yaca aBa NOTEpETh, IOTOM OTAbIXaTh NoiaeTre. Celyac OTIpaBUMCSA K BaM
Ha DpAaBar ¥ oy4uM IPECBATYIO CBOJIOYb YMY-pa3yMy.

— Pajiy Takoro — ckonbKo HaJo npoaep:kumcsi! — 3aropesiuch THeBoM I1asa MBku.

— Yuture emie oqHO, pedsTa. DIbIapbI-TO BBl AIbIAPHI, Ja TOJBKO HIUYETO ellle He ymeeTe. 3Ha-
HUS1 TIOJTyYUIIY, @ IPAKTUYECKOTO OMbITa — HOJIb. [IoTOMY TpeHMpOBaThCs MPUIETCS TaK, YTO ThICAUY
pa3 MeHs IPOKJISIHETE.

— IIpunercs — Tak mpuaeTcsi, — MOXaJ IUIeYaMu elle He nmpuineammi B ceds Kupek.

CaHTH ycMexHYJICS M HeOpEeKHBIM JBIKEHHEM TMaJblIEB CO3Aall MOPTasl, BEAYIIUI Ha OCTPOB
Berpos.

Wtun 3appem6, Ceetou Bepbl ackaapsl, 3axXBaTUBILIEd DpaaBar, 3710 CMOTpPesl Ha MPAavYHOTo
nosnkoBHUKa Tapkuca, KOMaHIMpa SKCTIEIUIIMOHHOTO KOPITyca.

— W rae epetrku?! — BUMIMBO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH. — Bbl 00eain 10CcTaTh UX U3-T10/ 3eMJIN
ele Heziemo Hazaz!

— Ceetou Bepsl! — BeITAHYJICS nasiaauH. — Obelas BaM 3T0, s He MPEJICTaBIII ceOe, UTO Takoe
31enTHre KatakoMObl. [IprHoity cBou n3BuHeHus1. Bosbliie ABaaaTé OTPSAOB CONAAT HE BEPHYJIOCH
Ha MOBepXHOCTh. HaiiTh Tam 4To-HUOYAb COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOKHO, €CJIM HE MMeellb TUIaHa To/3e-
Menbsi. A Mbl ero He umeem! Ho cerofnsi Mel Bce-Taku Koe-Koro rnoimaiy. TombKo MpoKJIsThIe epe-
THUKH OTKA3bIBAIOTCA CIIYXKUTb IPOBOAHUKAMUA, HCCMOTPS HU KAKHEC ITBITKHU.

— Illenku ecTb? — HACTOPOXKUIICS UHKBU3UTOP.

— a, nBoe.

— A BBl TOBOPHUTE — OTKAa3bIBAIOTCA... — 3aXMXHMKaJ 3appemMO, IOBOJBHO MOTUpAst MyXJble
pyku. — JlaBaiitTe epeTUKOB Clojia, s 3aMYCh IIIEHKaMH Ha X I71a3aX, cpa3y COracsTcs.

— Kak ckaxere, CBetou Beppl! — MOKJOHMIICS MaiaguH, MOCTApaBIIMCh HE BbIJATH CBOETO
OTBpALLICHUS.
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CHoBa 3Ta XupHasl TBapb OyaeT aeTedl meiTath! EQuHBINA, 10 Yero ke mpoTUBHO... Heyxenu
TeGe HyxHBI O0b 1 Tope Aetuiiek? HeBo3MokHO B 3T0 moBeputh. CKOpee BCEro, 3TO «CBSIThIE»
OTIIBI BBITAIOT COOCTBEHHOE CKOTCTBO 3a TBOIO BOMIO. A He JeHeIIbCcsl HUKya!

[NonkoBHUK MOCTEMWI TOKUHYTh MHKBU3UTOPA, 00sICh He craepkarbcs. O4eHb XOTeNoCh Mpu-
OUTb ero, 10 3yJa B pykax xoTesnock. Ho npucsra, Oyap oHa npokJisTa!

He npomwio u yaca, Kak K cToy6am Ha I71aBHOM IJIOMIAIN TOPOKA MPUBSI3AIN TPEX OCTPOBU-
TsH. OHHM C yXKacoM CMOTpE/IY Ha 3aKPEIUICHHBIX B MBITOYHBIX CTaHKaX AETel, MaJlbuuKa AEBSATH
JIeT ¥ IeBOUKY ABeHaaaTi. CeMbsi ApTHXO NOMajiach KapBeHIIaM 10 HEOCTOPOKHOCTH — TOJION CTa
HECTepIUM, BOT ¥ BHIOPAJIHCh Ha OJIM3KHE K TOBEPXHOCTH YPOBHH KaTakoMO, HaJiesich HAJIOBUTH YITU-
TOK Wi Jisryiek. [IpaB Obu1 crapsiii Byko, korjga mpocuit He puckoBarth. M eteii ¢ codoi Kakoro-To
aopxoTa B3sud. M3-3a COOCTBEHHOM IIIYNOCTH TeTiepb MPUIETCS] CMOTPETh, KaK CBATOIIH OYIyT U3/ie-
BaThCs Ha ManblamMu. Hu oMH He 3HaJI, CyMeeT JiM BhlIepKaTh M He Tpeath. BHU3Y BeJb MHOTO
APYTUX JIeTel, 10 KOTOPBIX JKaXIET T0OpaThCsl STOT XKUPHBIN youiina. W kak Bbigath ux? Hembss
xe. ..

WHKBU3UTOpP, IOMTPBIBAsT HOKOM, MPUOM3UIICS K I€BOYKE C THYCHOM YXMBUIOYKOH Ha JKUp-
HBIX Ty0ax, CKJIOHWJICS HaJ Hell U cliesiayl TIepBbIi Haape3. Bo3myx MpoH3WI OTYAsTHHBIA JIETCKUI
BOILTb. BoJIbIlie MHKBU3UTOP HUYETO CAAENATh He YCIIeN — HEMOHSITHO OTKY/a yaapuiia Oenas MOJTHUS,
Y KapBeHell pyXHYJT Ha 3eMJTI0 OOYTJIeHHO! TyIiie. I3 BO3HUKIIEH JIOKTSX B IBA/ILIATH CEPOM TBIMKU
BBIIIET YEJIOBEK B TEMHO-CEPOM ILIAILE, JIMIIO KOTOPOro CKpbiBajla TyMaHHas Macka. [IpuBsizaHHble
K CTOJIOaM OCTPOBUTSIHE PAJOCTHO NieperisiHy.vch. immeparop! ITMomorns npurnuia! Ero BenudecTBo
COIIPOBOX/JIAJIM /IBA JIbJApa.

[Noenutens DnuaHa MOOHSUT PYKH, C €r0O TMAJIbLIEB COPBAIUCH AECATKM MOJHUH, TOPa3UB-
IIMX TOTPSICEHHO 3aCTHIBIIMX HA TUIOIMIAAM KapBEHCKUX cOJar. B jKMBBIX OCTAMCh JIUIIb HEMHO-
TUe ycrieBIre OpocUTh Opykue. B uncie mpourx cpeay HUX OKas3ajics U MOJKOBHUK Tapkuc — ero
MMIIepaTop MOYEeMy-TO He TPOHYJ. 3aTeM HeOO Hall OCTPOBOM IOTEMHEIIO, TONBKO HaJ KUTEIISAMU
Spaasara OHO OCTaIOCh romyOobM. Ha ckaitel ocTpoBa BeTpoB omycTUIMCh COTHA MaJICHBKUX CMEp-
YUKOB M TIPUHSUTUCh KPYKUTHCS, BHIMCKMBas pa30eraonmxcst KapBeHiieB. BoIbIIMHCTBO TeX, KOro
OHM KacaJluCh, HE YCIEBAJIM JJa)ke BCKPUKHYTh, OUYEHb OBICTPO MpEBpaIlasch B YepHylo cnu3b. Ho
HEKOTOpbIe BBDKUJIM, KaK HU CTPAHHO, TOJIbKO MOTEPSUIA OPYKHE U OfIEKIY, OCTABIIKCH TIOJTHOCTHIO
royibiMi. CMEpUYMKY HAXOOVJIHM CONAAT U O(PUIIEpOB TIOBCIOAY, Tie Obl Te HU MpsATaIUCh. [laxe B mof-
Basax. [Ipu ToM, mpaBja, MocTpaaio HeMaio JOMOB, HO TO ceilyac UMIieparopa He 3a00THJIO.

Han sckampoii, OpocHBIIel SKOpst B TIOJIOBUHE MOPCKOHM BEPCTHI OT Oepera, CrycTuiach Ty4a,
Y Ha KOpaOiM oOpyIIMIICS 3esieHbli oK Ab. OHM pacTasuid Moj STUM J0XKIEeM, KaK TaeT CHET IO
BECEHHUM COJIHLIEM. BCKOpE TOJIbKO MaCITHUCTBIE MATHA HA BOJE HATOMUHAJIM O TOM, YTO 3J€Ch UTO-
TO OBLIIO.

CaHTH MPUMEHWIT 3aKJIsATHE, KOTOpOe JI0 Hero He MPUMEHsUI elle HU OIMH U3 UMIIEPaTOpOB
DnuaHa, CIUIIKOM CTPAITHBIM OHO OBLTO, CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO cvil 3adupano. Ecim Obl CKOMOpOX He
SIBJISITICS. HOCUTENeM UCTUHHOTO CBeTa, OH M He PEeIInICs Obl — CJMIIIKOM MPOCTO Ckedb ceOs IpH
Takoi morbIiTke. Ho HUKakoe WHOe He MOIJIO OBICTPO pas3leNUTh CONAAT Bpara Ha TeX, KTO Mpo-
CTO YECTHO CITY’KHJI CBOEH pOJIMHE, CTapasiCh MPH TOM OCTAaThCs YEJIOBEKOM, U HEJOb, CIIOCOOHYIO
IBITATh JeTeld. YOUBaTh KapBEHIIEB CKOMIOM HE XOTEJIOCh, M TaK CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO Y€JIOBEYECKUX KH3-
Hell Ha ero coBecTH. [1ycTb HeJIerKo MPHIIUIOCh, 3aTO YMEPIU TOJIBKO MOAOHKH. Cpelu najiaJiHOB
TAKOBBIMU OKA3aJIMCh TIOUTH BCE.

Ycaplas miad JeBOYKH, UMIIEpATOp B3APOrHyII 1 nocneini K Heid. Cnasa EnuHoMy, UHKBU-
3UTOP YCTIEJ TOJIBKO Mope3arh OeTHsKKe HOTY. BricTpo 3aieunB pany, CaHTH OTBsI3a1 peOeHKa, 3aTeM
OCBOOOIUII OCTAJIbHBIX.

— Bame BenmuectBo, ciac0o Bam! — pyxHyJa Ha KOJICHU KEHIIMHA CPEJHUX JIET, MaTh Cria-
CEHHBIX JIETEil.
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— He 3a 9ro, — B310XHYJ OH. — Kak HM kajb, BaM MPUAETCS BEPHYTHCS B KATAKOMOBI, Y MEHS
ceiiyac HeT BOWCK, KOTOpBIE s1 MOT Obl Pa3MeCTUTD 371eCh. [10JIOBMHA CTpaHbl B PyKax CBSTOIIL.

— INonoBunHa?! — ¢ y:xacom nepecnpocui KTo-1o. — Enunsiii Co3paarelis. . .

— C mponyKTamMy OMOKeM, — MPOIOIKUI UMIIEPaTop, — HO MPUAETCS MIPOCUIETD MO 3eMJIei
eme goiro. [pexae Bcero, MHe HaJ0 HalTH Baiero OyproMucTpa. A Bbl IOIOXKIUTE 3/1eCh. TONBKO
CriepBa. ..

OH MoBepHYJICS K OCTaBIIMMCS B )KMBBIX KapBEHIIAM U MaxXHYJI MIOJIKOBHUKY TapKucy, mpuka-
3bIBast MPUOMM3UTHLCS. TOT MOIOIIEN 1 MOKJIOHWUIICS, eBa CACP/KUBAsI APOKb U IOHUMAsI, YTO MIPOTHB
MIPOKJISITOTO KOJIAYHA COBEPILIEHHO OECCUIIEH.

— BBl XKMBBI TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO OCTAJIHCh YEJIOBEKOM, — XOJIOZIHO CKa3aJl UMIIEpaTop. —
[ToTomy, 4TO BaM HE HPaBWJIOCH TO, YTO TBOPHWJIM WHKBU3UTOPHI C JIOABMU. Bce BhUKUBIINE — U3
Takux. Bckope s1 mepenpasimo Bac B jlarepb [Jis TUIEHHBIX Tox DnuanaapoM. Koria B Bameii crpaHe
najeT BJIacTh NEPBOCBSAIIEHHMKOB, KapBeHy OHano0sTCs MOaH, TONOOHBIE BaM, MOJTKOBHHUK.

— 41 B Bamieii Bnactu, Baire BeimuecTBO, — FOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS MalafuH. — V1 BBl IpaBbl, JajieKo
HE BCeM KapBeHIIaM HPaBUTCS TO, YTO TBOPAT CBeToun Bepbl. MBI TOXke JIIOIU U pAaBHOYIITHO CMOT-
PETh Ha Ka3HU JETel HE MOKEM.

— IlaBHO Ha/10 OBLIO YHUUTOXWUTH STUX TBape, pa3 Tak.

— Ilpucsra. .. — B3AOXHYJ MOJKOBHUK. — f ouriep.

— CobepuTe BalluX JIIOEH, — CKa3aJl UMIIEPATOp, — 3/1€Ch XOJIOAHO, O€3 OfIeK bl OHU HE Tiepe-
KUBYT HOUb CPEJM CKa. § eperoBopio C OCTPOBUTSHAMU B KaTakoMOax U BEpHYCh 3a Bamu. Eciu
KTO-HUOY/Ib HE TIOJKeJaeT CAaBaThCsl B IUICH, IyCTh MEHsIeT Ha ceOsl.

Ero BesmuecTBo MaxHyJ pyKoOW a1bAapaM U cKpbuics B optane. Kupek ¢ ViBko# nmocnemmm
3a HUM. OHM OKa3aJIMCh MO 3eMJIEH, B MIOJIHOM TEMHOTE, HO 3aKJISITUE HOUHOT'O 3PEHUs TT03BOJISLIO
BUJIETh, KaK IACMYPHBIM JIHEM Ha [TOBEPXHOCTHU. Tak, a 310 4T0 3a MecTo? SICHO, BTOPOi1 IEPEKPECTOK
TPETbEro HUKHETO YPOBHS. 3/1eCh 00s3aTesIbHO JOMIKeH ObITh YacoBoi. U kto on? KOHOMma nmpucMoT-
pencs u yabioHyscs. Tloesno, uto HaszeiBaetcsi. CTapblil pusitesib, PUKO, ¢ KOTOPBIM MOCTOSTHHO
COPEBHOBAJIUCH BO BCEM, JIaKe YXaKMBAJM 32 OIHOHN M ToW ke neBynikoi. Tenepp Benbka emy He
JOCTAaHeTCsl, KaK HU KaJlb. DJIbJapbl PeAKO KEHUIMCh, HABEPHOE, HE XOTEJIM MOPTUTh CBOMM M30paH-
HUIIAM JKU3Hb.

— 9, Puko! — okyiukHyn oH yacoBoro. — [Ipuset! D10 51, Kupek.

— Vxe BepHyIcsA? — yIUBUJICS TOT, BHIOMPAsICh U3 MIOTAHOM TEIePKH.

— Ara. 1 nomomurp npusen. Camoro umrieparopa. Byko 1mo3oBu, cKaxku, 4To Jej0 BaKHOE U
CpOYHOE.

—Ia... — kuBHYA PHKO ¥ CKpBIICSA B KAKOM-TO OOKOBOM TTPOXOJIE.

Knare monro He mpuiiock, Oypromuctp Jlaproca, eTMHCTBEHHOTO OTHOCHTENBHO KPYITHOTO
ropozia Ha Dppasare, IPUILE]T HACKOIBLKO MOT OBICTPO. PhIOaKky ¥ OXOTHUKM, TpaB/a, 1O MPUBLIYKE
3BaJIM €T0 CTAPEHIIMHOM, a HEe TOCTIOACKUAM CJIOBOM Oypromuctp. HOBOCTh O BO3BpaIlleHUH OIHOTO
U3 TIOCJaHHBIX 32 IMOMOIIBIO TOHIIOB BOOIYIIEBUIA U3MYUYEHHBIX, N3rOJIOJABIIMXCS JTIOAeH. Y HUX
TMOSIBUJIACh Ha/IeK/Ja Ha BBUKMBAHUE. YBUIEB, KTO KJIET ero, Byko 3aMep ¢ MpUOTKPHITHIM PTOM.

— Barie BenmmuecTBo. .. — eBa CMOT BBIIABUTH CTAPUK, 3aBOPOKEHHO YCTABUBIIMCH HA TyMaH-
HYIO MacKy, SICHO BUIMMYIO B CBETE KpYy:Kallerocsi B BO3/1yXe OrHEHHOTO I1apa.

— 31paBCTBYIiTE, TOCMIOAWH OYProMUCTp, — OMYCTHJICS B BhIpocIIee u3 mnoja Kpecio CaHTy,
cozfaBas erie ofHo aJsl cobecennuka. — [IpucaxuBaiitecb. Ham ecth 0 yeM NOroBOpUTh. X04y B
MIEPBYIO OYEpe/ib BHIPA3UTh BaM OJIaroJapHOCTD 32 TO, UTO YBEJIHU JIIOZIEH cloa U oprann3oBaiy ux. K
COXXaJICHUIO, BaM TIPUJIETCS TIPOBECTH 3/IECh €lIle, TI0 KpalHel Mepe, MecsIl.

— INouemy? — ynuBmiics Byko, yxe MpeJBKyIIABIINA BHIXOA HA TIOBEPXHOCTh M COH B TETJIOM
JI0Me, B CBOEH MOCTENN — CTapble KOCTH TUIOXO MEPEHOCHIIN TIO3EMHYIO CHIPOCTb.

— ¥V Hac Gonbinast 6es1a. .. — B3AOXHY/I UMIIEPATOP U paccKas3all O CIyYUBILIEMCs B DiIMaHe 3a
TMOCJIE/IHUE [IBE HEAETH.
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HemHuoro nomosuaB, 0H JOOaBUII:

— IpoayKThl U camoe HEOOXOAMMOE BaM ceivac J0CTaBAT. Vu, ecii XOTuTe, 3aBTpa-mocJie-
3aBTpa OpraHU3yeM 3BaKyalllio BUKUBIIMX B METPOIOJHIO.

— Her, Bamre BenmmuecTBo! — oTkazasncs Oypromuctp. — [1ycThb 31ech roysie CKajibl, HO 9TO HaIll
oM. Ml otciona He yitnem. [lepecuners Hago? Iepecuaum.

— MHOTO ropofCKuX 34aHHid pa3pyIeHo, — B3IOXHYJ umnepartop. — [Ipuaercs otrcTpanBaThesl.

— Csromm?

— Yactp — onn. OcranbpHOe — yBHI, s. MHE HYKHO OBbLJIO OBICTPO U C TapaHTHEN YHHUUTOKHUTH
KapBeHIIEB, TPATUTh MHOTO BpeMeHH s1 cebe T03BONMTh He Mor. M3BunuTe. Tlocie BoiHBI BO3MeIIly
CTOMMOCTh YHUUITOXXEHHOTO U3 Ka3HBI.

— OcraBbre, Bame BenmuectBo! — ormMaxHysicsi Oypromuctp. — Mbl He Oe3pykue, caMy Kak-
HUOYb otcTponMcsi. Keratu, a kak Kupek Bac Hamen?

— Ja yucro ciy4aiiHo, — paccMesiicss CaHTH. — YUTUTe, OHU C CECTPOM 3[IeCh HE OCTaHYTCH,
OHHM TeTieph CIIyXKaT JTUIHO MHE.

— Kak ckaxere.

— W 3abepurte ¢ MOBEPXHOCTH CEMBIO, KOTOPYIO CBSITOIIM CETOJHS €Ba He Ka3HUIIN.

3aKOHYMB TIEPETOBOPBI, UMIIEPATOP CBSI3AJICS ¢ BEepKUTOM, MOATOTOBUBIIIMM MPOAYKTHI U TEI-
ayio ogexny. Ilociennee — yxe 1o cBoei MHUIIMATHBE. VX OBICTPO MepeMecTHITN B KATAKOMOBI uepe3
OOJIBIIION MOPTaJ, CO3JaHHbIA MoBapoM. CaHTH CHOBA MOJMBUJICS PO ce0s1 €ro Marm4ecKiM Crocoo-
HocTsM. JloroBopuBIIHCH ¢ ByKO O TOM, YTO OCTPOBUTSIH €XKeHEIebHO Oy/IeT TPOBEAbIBATh bAAP,
CKOMOPOX COOpasICs YXOIUTb.

Bypromuctp Ha mpomanue o0Hsu1 o ouepeau Kupeka u VBky.

— Tsxenyio cyapOy Bbl ceOe BHIOpaiv, peOSITUIIIKHY. .. — MOYTH HECHIBIIIHO IIETHY OH U pac-
TBOPUJICS B TEMHOTE. BUaMMO, cTapuk Bce MOHSL.

Bpar ¢ cecTpoii B310XHY/IM — TIpaB OH, Tsokenylo. Ho 3To ux BHIOOp, ¥ OTBEYaTh 3a HETO TMeper
Coznarenem Toxe M. OKa3aBIIMCh HA TIOBEPXHOCTH, OHM CKBO3b MEJIEHY YCTAJIOCTH HaOMIonas,
KaK MMIIepaTop OTKPbLI HECKOJBKO MOPTAJIOB, B KOTOPBIE YBEJ CHABLIMXCS B IJIEH KapBEHIIEB, HE
PEIIMBIINCH OCTABUTh UX HA OcTpoBe. HU OAMH M3 BBUKMBIIMX HE OKA3aJiCs CTONb Oe3pacCylHbIM,
YTOOBI MPEANIOYECTD TUIEHY CMEPTh, TOITOMY COITPOTUBIICHUSI HUKTO HE OKa3aJl.

Bckope ero BemuecTBo BEpHYIICS U MEPEMECTHIT CBEKEHUCTIEYeHHBIX TbJapoB B 3amok [pu-
3paKoB, TJie OHU C OOJEerYeHueM BBITSIHYJIMCh HA YUCTBIX MPOCTBIHSAX, MTHOBEHHO MPOBAJMBIIUCDH B
COH.

KapBeHckue 1 HapTaraiabCKye NOJIKH, COMPOBOXKAAEMBIE OTPSIIaMH 3aTOBOPIIMKOB, BOOPYKEH-
HBIMH CKOPOCTPEJIbHBIM OpPYKHEM, JBUT'AJIMCh B MOXOAHOM TOPsi/IKe, MPUOIMKasiCh K Topony Baptu-
Japy, HepeKpblBaollieMy Ipoxoz Ha SpuHaapckuii nomyoctpoB. Odunepsl HEPUAZHEHHO MOPIIU-
JIUCh — MECTHOCTb OblJIa CIIMIIKOM yX HeygoOHa. CreBa xkeirena OapXxaHaMH Ne4albHO U3BECTHAs
OpiaoHckass MyCThIHSL, HAUTH B KOTOPOM BOLY HEBO3MOXHO, ee Tam mpocrto Her. CripaBa, Ha
CKOJIBKO XBaTajlo B3IVIS/1A, TSHYJIMCh MOKPHITHIE KOTIOUMM KYCTAPHUKOM XOJIMBI, IJI€ MOIJIM CKpBbI-
BaTbCs OTPS/Ibl TOPHBIX MacTEpPOB.

VmniepLisl BoeBaIy He 10 IPaBUJIaM, OHU HAJIETAJIN U3 3acajl, YHUUTOXAIM BCeX, 40 KOro J0Ts-
T'MBAJIMCh, U OTXOWJIY, HE OCTaBJIsAs CJIEJOB. DT BbUIA3KU BbI3bIBAJIU AUKYIO IPOCTh Y KOMaHIOBaHUS
AnbsHca, ogulepbl BOSMYIIAIUCh U KPUYaAIY, YTO TaK BOEBaTh HENb3s1. TOJNBKO IMaHIbI IUIEBaTh
XOTEJM Ha BCe U Besiueckue npasuia. OHM MPOCTO yOMBAIM BParoB — Kak MOIJIM, CKOJIBKO MOTJIU U
rae Moru. JIoObIM 1oCTyNHBIM crioco6oM. Ha BpyueHHyI0 MacTepaM-HacTaBHUKaM HOTY IPOTecTa
Te OTBETWJIN YETHIPbMs clloBaMU: «Bac ciona He 3Bamm!».

I'naBHOKOMaHAYIOIIMI BOWCK AJbsIHCA B DJMaHe, reHepai-naiaauH Bactran Tapren, okuny:n
XOJIMBI I0CaJUIMBBIM B3Isi0M. Einie He noGpanuck 10 ropoza, a ckosbko noreps! 1 310 yxe yersep-
Tasl MOMbITKA 3axBaTUTh Baptunap. CriepBa OH HaJesuICcs, YTO OTPsIbl 3arOBOPIIMKOB ¢ SpuHaap-
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CKOTO TOJIyOCTPOBa yIapsAT B CIMHY 3alIMTHUKAM, HO BCKOPE TOHSUI, YTO TOPHbIE MacTepa CIpaBH-
JIMCh C BHYTPEHHUMH TipoOnemMamu. [laske Marn Anusuyma, MpUAaHHbIE CAaMbIM KPYITHBIM OTpPsiJiaM,
repecTagy OTKJIMKAThCS Ha BbI3oBbL. Hy 1a, craporo mmmeparopa yOwIu, 3aTO MOSIBUJICS HOBBIM.
HagepHoe, 310 OH mocTapa’csi.

Ho nipoxisiTeiil KonayH roka ce0st HUKak He nposiBiisl. U To cnaBa Equnomy! Tlotomy Tak u
CTIEIIWJI TeHepalI-IAJIQIMH 3aXBaTUTh BapTuaap, He MAONIMii ero BOMCKaM MPOABUHYTHCS JAJIbIIE.
[Motomy u 6GombapaupoBan kacuka Jlapkacaiapa TpeOOBaHUSAME BBICAJUTH HA TIOYOCTPOBE JICCAHT,
HO TPYCJIUBAs CTapasi CBOJIOUb PUTBOPSIIACH, YTO HE MOHUMAET, Yero OT Hee XOTSAT. A 3aTeM KOMaH-
AYIOIEeMYy COOOITMIIM, YTO B MOPE BBIIILIM OPOHEHOCHBIE (MJIOTHI OPKOB M OTKPBLIA CE30H OXOTHI Ha
cyna AnbsiHca. Heyxenn KpacHOpOX1e CrOBOPHIIMCH C JTMaHIIaMu?

INokocuBmncs Ha exymero psaoMm Ceeroda Bepbl, reHepan-nagauH IIyXo BeIpyrajics ceoe
nioxt Hoc. Vinmots! ipoksisiteie! Eciin Obl He oHUM, y Hero Obuto Obl Kya Oosnbliie BOWCK. M3-3a neit-
CTBUI MHKBU3HLIMH B TIOOOM 3aXBAaU€HHOM rOpoJie UMIIEPHHU MPUXOAUIIOCH OCTABIIATh KAK MUHUMYM
TIOJIK, YTOOBI YIEP/KMBATh MMAHIEB B TOBMHOBEHUU. Kask/Iplil pa3, KOrja CBATHIE OTIIBI KIJIM KOTO-
TO, TOPO/Ia B3pHIBATHCH OyHTOM. Heyxkenn HeMoHsATHO, UTo 3/1eCh K TakoMy He npuBbikin? Her, neit-
CTBYIOT OOBIYHBIM 00pa30M, BbI3bIBAsI TAKyl0 HEHABHCTb, UYTO IeHepall MOEKUIICS MPU BOCIIOMUHA-
Hun. Kaxngas keHIWHA, KakIblid peOCHOK, Kkl CTAPUK TOTOBBI Ha BCE, YTOOBI TOJLKO YOUTH
XOTh OTHOTO KapBeHIa. [IpuBBIKIIM, CBOJIOYM, K MPUBOJIBHOM M OoraToil xu3Hu. Huvero, oryuar. U
K TTOKOPHOCTH TTPUBEYT.

Ha mamsares npunuio ciyumBiieecs Buepa, 1 Bactuan HenoBonbHO nomopriuiics. Hano e,
J€BUIIa, KOTOPYIO €My IPHUBEIX HA HOUb, TPEANOYIa TOKOHYUTH C COOOM, YTOOBI TOJIBKO HE JIeUb MO
BBICOKOIIOCTABJICHHOT'O MajaanHa. JTo rae Takoe BuaaHo? [la cyka JoiKHa Oblla CTEJTMThCS Tepe
HUM OT CYACThs, UTO ee BIOpasu i yonakeHust camoro komanayiomiero! Jloma, B Kapeene, Bactu-
aHy JI0CTaTOYHO OBUIO TIOMAaHWTh JOOYIO IEBYILIKY MajbleM, YTOOBI Ta BOPUIIPBIKKY HECTACh K HEMY
¥ BBHITIOJHSLJIA JTIOOBIE TIPUXOTU B HAJIEK/IE, YTO BAKHBIA TOCHIOIMH 3AIUTUT JTIOOOBHUILY OT BE3/IECY-
11efl UHKBU3UIMHY. Tak npusiTHO ObUIO MX pa30yapoBbIBaTh. [ eHEpaI-naga it eqBa He paccMestics,
BCIIOMHUB JIMIIO CBOEH MOCTIeAHEN TaCCUU B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/1a ee caxasii Ha Koit. CTONBbKO yIuBIie-
HUs ObUIO B ee B3mIsizie. Bekope e, BrpoueMm, CTajio He 0 YIUBJICHHS.

— locnonyH r1aBHOKOMAaHIIONIHIA! — OTBJIEK €ro OT MPHUATHBIX BOCTIOMUHAHUI BO3IJIAC TTOIb-
€XaBIIIero BeCTOBOTO.

— Yo y Te6s1? — He1oBONBHO cripocui Bactuan.

— mnepupl Brepenu! PazBenunku 10KIaAbIBAIOT, HE MEHbIIE ABYX IMBU3UI !

to e1e 4To 3a HoBocTU?! OTKYIa OHM 371e€Ch B3sIMCh? ['eHepan-najaiuH OCTaHOBUII KOHS U
3agymaiics. [loxoxe, /maHIBl CyMesu MpUIpSTaTh Kakue-To BoMcKa. Vi myckaror neljib B 11a3za?
Jlo cux TOp OHM MPEANOYUTATI He BBIOMPAThCS U3 TOPOIOB, TOJBKO Ha BbUIA3KM XOAMIM. YTO e
MpuIyMaiu Mactepa-HacTaBHUKK ? Kakyio ouepeHyio noaiocTs?

B 3TOT MOMEHT 3211 MojisIeTes Ha B3MbLIEHHOM JIOMIaIH ellle OTUH BECTOBOM.

— locriogux renepasi-nanaavH! — BeIIOXHY OH. — Hac okpyxaior!

— Yro?! — noanpsiraya B cemyie Bactuan. — Beem nonppaspenenusam! Ilepeiiti ¢ moxogHoro
nopsijika B 6oeBoii! 3aHATH 000POHY !

—W... — cHOBa ocMeNIICs 3arOBOPUTH BECTOBO.

— Hy?

— C Tbl1a — OPKH, TOCTIOMH T1aBHOKOMaHaytomuii! Ereps!

— Enunbiii Co3fartenb! — cXBaTUIICS 3a TOJIOBY TeHepai-TajajuH.

Bort Tonpko erepeit emy ceityac ¥ HeioctaBasio! 3Ha reHepai-NajlajvdH, CIUIIKOM XOPOLIO
3HaJI, KaK YMEIOT BOEBaTh UTHBIE MOJIKU YpYK-Xail. Kak OHM CTpessioT U3 CBOMX KapaOWHOB M KaK
JOTO HEHaBUAAT KapBeHIeB. [oxoxe, monascs, Kak COIUIMBBIN Mambuuiika. OOMaHyIN UMITEPITbI,
YCHIITIM OIMTENbHOCTh, @ CAMH TEM BPEMEHEM CrOBOPHIIMCH C OPKaMM, KOTOpbIE MepedpoCuin K
Baprunapy cBou Boiicka.
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KapBeHckue u HaprarajgbCcKkue TOJKUA Oe3 MPOMEAJIeHUs] Pa3BepHY/IUCh B OOEBbIE TOPSIKH,
MIPUTOTOBUBIIUCH K OO0 B OKpykeHHU. [eHepai-majafuH ¢ ONOOpEeHHMEeM OKHUHYJ B3MJISAOM
MOCMEITHO OKAalbIBAIOIIMXCS CONAAT — OX, HE 3ps UX JIpeccUpoBaid B cBoe BpeMs. [loHnmaiot, 4to
OT CKOPOCTH JICUCTBUI 3aBUCST UX KU3HU.

3a0paBIIMCh HA CaMbIii BHICOKUI B OKPECTHOCTSIX XOJIM, BacTran goctai u3 yexjia mojI30pHYIo
TpyOy U PUHSLJICS U3y4aTh OKPECTHOCTU. YBBI, B ThUTY JEUCTBUTENBHO erepsi — X OYHIYKH HU C YeM
He criyTaenib. [la u nonku kakue! «Iukue Kotel», «Cepbie Bonku», «Yepusie Mensean», «besymHble
[cbr». OctanbHbie OyHUYKM OH HE Y3HaJl, HO M 9TUX YeThIpeX XBaTHUT ¢ rojoBoi. Opku nuti B 60
CTPOMHBIMH PsIIaMH, KapaOWHBI B TIOJIOKEHUU «HA PyKy». X0opolH, cBoioun! EMy Obl Takue Bo¥CKa.
A errie Jtyuliie — OTHECTPEIIBHOTO OPYKHsI TIOOOJIbIIIE.

I'enepas-nanaguH noBepHyJcs B Apyryilo ctopoHy. OTTyga HaJIBUTajMCh UMIIEPCKUE TBap-
Aefickue TIOJIKK, WX 3HaMeHa OH Toxe Xopoino 3Hal. OTkyaa 3aech reapaeinsi?! He Obuio ux Ha
ceBepe, pa3Besika Obl 0053aTeSILHO JIONOKWIA. A B TBapauu Bee OhUIIepHI BBIIIIE JIEHTEHAHTa — TOP-
Hble MacTepa. Hudero npusitHoro, Mmexay npounM. Ho HecMOTpst HU Ha YTO, YMC/IEHHOE ITpeuMyIie-
CTBO 32 HUM. [la u clopripusbl uMmeroTcsi. IHTepecHO, IOHPaBUTCS OpKaM CKOPOCTPESIbHOE Opykue?
He6ocb, He KAyT Takoro moaapka.

Ecnu 661 KTO-HUOYb B3IJISIHYI BBEPX, BOBMOXKHO, €r0 BHUMAaHHE MPHUBJCKJIN Obl TUIBIBYIIUE
BBICOKO B HeO€ IMATh pa3HOIBETHHIX MTHII. BOT TONMBKO Bew ceOsi OHM HECKOMIBKO CTPAHHO AJIs TIep-
HAaTBIX, IOYTH HE JIBUTAsICh ¢ MecTa. [ eHepas-najaauHy B TOJIOBY HE MPHIILUIO CMOTPETh BBEPX B MO/-
30pHYI0 TpyOy, a TO OBl OH Cpa3y MOHsUI, YTO BUJUT HE MTHII.

Nmnepatop 3aBuc B mojpHeOeche, 3a €ro CIMHOM SIPOCTHO OMJIMCH TIOMYNpPO3pavHble Oelibie
KpbUibsi. OH BHUMATENILHO Pa3IIIsIIBIBAII TOPSIIKY KApBEHIIEB, TYT ke NepenaBasi CBeACHIS MapIary
Bapry ap Dcrony, KOMaHAyOIIEMY CHJIAMU COIO3HUKOB.

— Hy uTo, peikuil, HaunHaeM? — MojjieTesl K CKOMOPOXY JIOBOJIBHO CKJISIIIMIA KJIBIKK XparT.

— Jla mopa yxe, — cornacuics Tot. — [loBecesmm as/1eHEK MaJIEHbKO.

— Obs3arenbHO NIOBeceIMM! — a3apTHO PaCXOXOTaNICsl DHET, MPUOIU3UBIIHUICS C APYTrO CTO-
POHBI.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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