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... Tpuouyamoe oexabps. Houw ¢ karyn Hoeozo zo0a. /lns MeHs 6ce HAUAN0CL CO 360HKA, Nepe-
OAHHO20 C KOMMYMAamopa 0excyproti uacmu. OKono 0ecsimu 4acos eeuepa Kakasi-mo HCeHUUHA co00-
WUNA O CMPAHHOM CEEUEHUU, 3AMEUEHHOM 8 UeHmpe 20poda. I1o ee crosam, ¢ Kpblii 00H020 U3 HOBbIX
30aHUll 8 HEOO OUN MOWHDBLIL AYU KpACHO20 ceéema. M xoms ecb 0eHb HeOOo OblA0 3aMSIHYMO My4am,
HO K 3MOMY 8PeMeHU OHU MeCAMU PA30ULAUCD, U 8 00PA308ABULEMCSL NPOCEene CMANlL BUOHbL 8Ce
Mpu AYHbL. ..

Tonauany ece smo kazanoce 6pedom cymacueoueli Ao uveli-mo Heyoaurou wymxoi. Ho s
BLIZASIHYA 8 OKHO U Y8UOeN, K CB0eMY YOUBLEHUIO, UIMO 360HUBUAS 2080pum npasdy. Kpacroe ceeue-
HUe OelicmeUmenbHo UMEN0 MeCMo, d euje 8 Hebe HAO HUM C8EPKANU KPACHbIE MOAHUU, YO CAMO NO
cede OblN0 CoBepUIeHHO HegeposimHbIM. TIpucmompesuiice, si ysuoen u mpu AyHvl, 0 KOMOPbIX OHA
206opuna. OOHA 02POMHASL — 8 YeHMpPe — U 08e NOMeHbUle No Kpasim. Kazanocw, umo é Hebe 00pazo-
8a.1aCb OoNbUYULAsl NPopexd, CK803b KOMOPYIO U OblAA BUOHA IMA PAHMACUMECKAST KAPMUHAL.

B mom momenm Hawiu 0excypHole He BOCNPUHSIAU SMOM 360HOK 8CePbE3, HO NO34Ce PA3OANOCH
eue HeCKOAbKO MPEBONHCHBIX 8b130608. DMO OblLA0 AUWb Haudno. B obweii croxcrocmu oexcypHas
uacms Mot HOUbIO NPUHSNA OKONO MBICSUU 3ASIGAEHULE OM BCIPEBONCEHHBIX 20p0NCaH. JIro0u 2060-
PUAU O KPLLAAMBIX YYO08UUAX, napsugux HAo yauyamu Cankm-3punoypea, 0 CMpanHbiX 6CHbIUKAX,
nocae KOmopulx Ha 8030YX 631eMau A8MOMOOUNU, O MACCOBbIX DECNOPSAOKAX U NOZPOME 8 CMAPOL
uacmu 2opoaa...

Iozoce cmanu nocmynams u COOOUEHUs. OM NAMPYNLHBIX MAUUH, OMAPAGLEHHBIX 8 UEHM]
20pooa. B amo 66110 mpyoro nogepums, HO 6cst NoAYHeHHAs UHopmauust noomeepaicoaracs. Hako-
Hely, KIMo-mo YROMSIHYA O CMEKASIHHBIX M00SIX, YMO U NPUBLEKN0 Moe BHUMAaHUe. Bedb coscem HedasHO
ObL10 cOBepULeHO HanaodeHue Ha 30anue /lenapmamenma 6e30nacHocmit, Koz2oa u3 paspyuleHHoz0 Xpa-
HUAUUA YULAU CBOUM XOOOM HECKOABLKO 0eCSIMKO8 CMEKASIHHbIX cmamyii. 38yuum OuKo, Ho éce npo-
ucxoosiuee 6b110 3aPUKCUPOBAHO MHOZOUUCAEHHBIMU KAMEPAMU HAONIO0EHUS.

Tonyuue coobuyeHue 0 CMEKNSIHHBIX MH00SIX, Mbl C Koanezamu nocnewunu 8 yenmp Cankm-
Ipunbypea... u OKA3ANUCL 8 HACMOSUW4EM NEKNE. ..

W3 otuera cienoBarens

JlenapramenTta 6e30MacHOCTH

Cankr-Dpun6ypra [Tankpara JlerocraeBa
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I'1aBa nepBast
OcooOnsk rocnoxu Jlopennt

Oco06HsK rocnioxu JIopeHbI ropokaHe CTapaTuch 0OXOIUTh CTOPOHOW. APHCTOKpaTKa, TeMHAS
KOJIIyHbsI, 0c00a, MpHOJIMKeHHast K camoMy MiMriepatopy 3epliaind, — ee 3HaJId He TOJIBKO YJICHBI
BBICIIIETO OOIIECTBA, HO M MPOCTOMIONMHBI! 3HAIM M TIOOAWBAJIMCh, CTAapasiCh JMIMHUKA pa3 Jaxe He
MTPOM3HOCHUTD ee UMsI, YTOOBI He HaBJIeUb Ha ceOs1 HempusATHOCTeR. M B TO e BpeMsl, KOrjia y Koro-
OO0 13 TOPOKaH Cllydyasiach Oea, OHU CIIeIIA UMEHHO K JlopeHe, nOo 3HaJIM, UTO 3a Onpe/ie/ieH-
HYIO TUIaTy OHa CMOJET PelMTh BCe UX MpoOeMbl. HapecTn mopuy, CHaOOUTS sIoM, yOpaTh ¢ TOPOTH
COTIEpHMKA WJTU COTICPHMITY — B 9TOM KOJIIyHbe He ObLIO paBHBIX. W Korga KTo-10 M3 )uteser Cro-
JIMIIBI, KYTasCh B JUIMHHBIN TITAI M CKPHIBASICh B HOUHOW TEMHOTE, MPUXOIWIT U YKPAJKOW CTyJall B
nBepu ee JioMa, JlopeHa momoraia BceM Oe3 UCKITIOUeHHs. 3aTeM STH JIIOAW YXOIWIA U HUKOTa He
BO3BPAIAJIMCh B €€ OCOOHSK, OMacasich, YToObI OJIM3KKME HE 3ar003PWIIA UX B CBSI3U C 3TOM CTpalll-
HOW KEHIIIMHOM.

Tlocrioxka JlopeHa xuia B OOJIBIIIOM JIOMe HemojalieKy OT CTOJIMYHOIO BOK3asia. Bbicokast
KpBbIIlIa, KPbITasi YEPHON CTEKJISTHHOM YeperuIiel, C YPOIJIMBBIMU TrapryabsaMu O yTjiaM, BO3BBIIIA-
JIach HaJT COCEJHMMM JIOMaMH 1 OblTa BUIHA U3J1ajieka. DTo OBUIO caMOe POCKOIITHOE 3/1aHKe B KBap-
Tajie. Y JOBeper Bcerma JeKypHJIo JIBa IEHTYpHOHA, TOTOBBIX IO TIEPBOMY 30BY IPEACTaTh Nepes
cBoert xo3siikor. CKBO3b OOJIbINME OKHA 0COOHSKA BHIHEIACh rpomMasa Mmmeparopckoro qeopria u
napsIIye HaJl HUM BO3JTyIITHbIe KOPaOJIH, a CBET TPeX JIYH OTYETIIMBO OTpaXxascs Ha IIaJIKOM, CJIOBHO
CTEKJIO, MPaMOPHOM ITOJTy OCOOHSIKA.

Bort u ceroiHs rmoceTHTeIbHALIA, BOIIEAIIAsA B BECTHOIIb 0COOHSIKA JIopeHbl, TOKe cTapaiach
He apummpoBath ceos1. DTo OblIa BHICOKAS, CTPOMHAS KEHIINMHA B YSPHOM ITJIaIlle, ee TOJIOBY MOKPhI-
BaJI IIPOCTOPHBIN KarmoimoH. OHa He Tpe/ICTaBUIach, Kak 1 MHOTHE JAPYTHe U3 TeX, KTO KOraa-JImoo
MIPUXOIMII B 3TOT OCOOHSK, HO IO TUIAIIOM JKEHIIIMHBI YrabIBAICh OOEBbIe KOXaHbIE TOCTIEXH,
nostomy JlopeHa cpasy jgorajganach, 4To Tiepej Hell JaJleko He OObIYHAs MPOCTOMIOMUHKA. M3-3a
HU3KO HA/IBUHYTOTO KAIMOIIIOHA KOJIYHbsI HE MOTIJIa BUJETh JIUIIA HE3HAKOMKH, HO TIO HAMPSKEHHOM
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(urype oHa NoHs1Ia, YTO MOCETUTENIbHUIIA poOeeT mepen Hell. JlopeHa 31opaHO ycMeXHynach. Eii
HE MPUBBIKATb.

Ona cunena 3a GONBIIMM KPYIJIBIM CTOJIOM, M YETHIPE €€ PYKHM CITOKOIHO JIeKaJTM Ha YepHOM
ckateptu. Ha 3ansicThsiX KOJAYHBH CBEPKAJIM MAaCCHBHBIE OpacyeThl, CIUIONIb YChITTAHHbIE OpUILTHAH-
TaMH, Ha MAJbIbl ObLJTM HAHW3aHBI IEPCTHU C JIPAarolleHHbIMU KaMHsIMU. [1o cTeHam Marm4eckoro
caJIoHa ObLIM pa3BelliaHbl 3epKajia B MACCUBHBIX YEPHBIX paMax, M0 OJIECTSAIIMM NOBEPXHOCTSM KOTO-
PBIX CKOJIb3WJIM TIPUYY/IJIMBbIE TEHH, HAaJl TOJIOBOW KOJIIYHBH, B OKPY/KEHHH CBETSIIMXCS XPYCTalb-
HBIX IIAPOB, BHUCEJIO UyUeJiO TUTAaHTCKOW XUPONTEPHI C PACTIPOCTEPTHIMU K PbLITbSIMHU.

— Yro npuseno 1ebs ko MHe? — cripocuiia JlopeHa, HaXMypHUB TOHKKE OPOBHU.

— Cniyxu 0 TBOMX TaJlaHTaX, — OTBETHWJIA [MOCETUTEJIbBHULIA. — $1 Iy OHOTO YesloBeKa, U Thl
MOJeEIIb IOMOYb MHE B IIOMCKAX.

— Tw1 siBHO He u3 Crommirel. OTKyaa Tede U3BECTHO O MOMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX ?

— Ot TBOeM cecTpbl Maypsl. f 3HaIa ee 0 MOHACTBIPIO 3€PKAIbHBIX BEIbM.

— O, — nonnmaroiie KuBHyJa JlopeHa, — M Kak MOKUBAET 3Ta crapasi Beabma?

— Twl He Xyxe MeHs 3Haelllb, YTO Ha MOHACThIpb Hananu Cosepuarenu. Maypa moru6na Bo
BpeMsi cpaxxeHus !

— MHe 3T0 U3BECTHO, HO 51 X0Tea TeOs1 mpoBepuTh. Ha Besikmii ciyvaii. He 3pst Beb ThI SIBUJIACh
CI0[1a, U3MEHUB CBOIO BHEIIHOCTh C IMOMOIIBI0 MArMUeCKOro MOPOILKa, U BCE ke CrpsTala JMIO MO/
KarmomoHoM !

[ToceTurenpHMIIa HECKA3aHHO YIUBUIIAC:

— Tel noHsna 3T0?

— 51 oruHO pa3dupaloch B UepHON Maruu, foporyiia! YyBcTByIo ee Maseiiie mposiBaeHus !
A THI MOOHUTENBHUIIA BBIAABATh ce0sl 3a IPYrMX M 4acTo Mojib3yelbest nopomkamu Kopuemyca. 51
MOTY BUJIETh MEpIIaHME Marn4eCKUX KPYIHUIl Ha TBOEH KOXKe, a ITOW CIIOCOOHOCTHIO 00JIA/IAI0T JIUIIIb
HemHorue. Tol 0OpaTriach o Hy’)KHOMY ajipecy. Tak Koro tede HyKHO OTBICKaTh?

— OnHy Mep3KyIo JeBYOHKY, — 3JI00HO OpocHIia HE3HAKOMKA.

— W 4gro xe onHa Tebe caenana?

— Ona yyacTBOBaJIa B HalaJIeHUM Ha MOHACTBIPb! DTO 3a HEW ABWIMCH MarucTp ¢ Apyrumu
Co3zeprarensiMu, 1 OHA YHUUTOXKUJIM TIOUTH BCEX OOUTATEIIHHUIL APEBHETO CBSTUIIMINA !

— Cecrpa Temb1?! — ynuBuiacek rocnioxa Jlopena. — Tosibko He rOBOpU MHE, UTO ThI UITIEITH ee!

— Tl cabiuana o Hei?

— O Heil cobllaIv BCe apUCTOKPAThI !

— DTO 4TO-TO MEHseT?

— AOCOIOTHO HUYETo, — OTMaxHyJ/1ach JlIopeHa. — Bce 3aBUCHT OT OIUIaTHI.

— 3a neHbraMu s He 1ocTolo. Thl Be/lb Biiajieelb Taymarypruei?

— Ilouck nponasumx? Braneio, — KMBHy/a 4eThipexpykas Begpma. — Ho MHe HykHa Kakas-To
Belllb, YTO MPUHAIEXaJIa TOM, KOTO Thl HIIEIb.

— Bot 310 mopoiiner? — VI3 ck1aok YepHOro Iuialia mosiBuIach MajieHpkast kopooouka. [Moce-
TUTEJIbHULIA U3BJIEKJIA U3 Hee MpsAb JJIMHHBIX TEMHBIX BOJIOC. — Y/IaJOCh 3al0lyydTh BO BpeMs
TIOCJIE/IHETO CPaXeHU s, — TIOSICHUJIA OHa.

— Bronue, — ckazana JlopeHa, BIHUMAsI TPsb BOJIOC M3 KOpoOouku. OHa CBepHY/Ia UX B
HeOOJBIION KOMOK. — Tak Kak HacueT JeHer?

— Ilenwru yist MeHs He TipooieMa. — JKeHmuHa Opocriia Ha CTOJ KOIllesieK, HAOMThINA CTeKJISH-
HBIMU MOHETaMH.

— OmmyHO, — cKa3asa KOJIJyHbsl, B3BECUB Ha pyKe Kollelek. — Itoro aocraroyHo. Ho erme
MHE TTOHAaJJOOUTCSI TBOSI KPOBb. TeOe Be/ib M3BECTHBI OCHOBHI 3€PKaJIbHOM Maruu?

— 3BecTHBI, — MpayHO OTBETWUJIA KEHIIMHA. — Marus Ha KpoBaBoOH ;kepTBe. .. S roToBa MoxepT-
BOBATh.



E. I'amoeB. «IlanTeon»

Tocnioxxa JlopeHa ObicTpo yOpania Kollesek B SIMK CTOJA. 3aTeM paccTesvyia Ha CKaTepTH
kapty CTonuiibl, U300pakeHHYI0 Ha MOKEATEBIIEM JIUCTE NepraMeHTa. [IBe ee pyKu 3aXIJIi CBeYH U1
paccTaBUIM UX BOKPYT KapThl, ABE APyrue MPUHSUIMCH TOJIOUb B CTYIKE 3€PKAJIbHBIE OCKOJIKH.

— UYro caenana tebe Cecrpa Tembi? [louemy Tl vinenis ee? — Kak Obl MEIMOXOJOM TOJII000-
neITcTBOBaja JIopeHa.

— YToOBI OTOMCTHTH 32 CBOUX cecTep!

— ITO JIOXb, — CIIOKOMHO MPOU3HECa BeJpMa. — UTo OHa caenaia Tebe JTUIHO?

— He xouems, yToObI TeOe Jrayu, He 3aJaBail IIyIbIX BOIIPOCOB.

JlopeHa paccmesinachk.

— W npaBna, — ckazasia oHa, — Kakoe MHe J10 3toro jeno? ['oroo! [lait mue pyky!

He3nakoMka mpoTsiHy/ia eil JIeByl0 pyKy, U BeAbMa TMOJOCHYNA MO €€ JIAJOHU CTEKJISTHHBIM
HOXOM. HecKosbKo Karenb KpOBH YNajio B CTYIKY C OCKOJIKamH. Tyga ke OTHpaBHJIMCh BOJIOCHI,
IIENOTKA BBICYIIIEHHOH TPaBhl, B IoBepiieHre Bcero JIopeHa rumoHysia B vairy U npou3Hecsia 3aKJiu-
Hanue. CMech Havyasa JbIMUTBCS, ¥ CAJIOH CTaJl 3aMIOTHATHCS CMPAIOM, OT KOTOPOTO CJIE3HITHCH IJ1a3a.
locnioxa JIopeHa BHIIUIECHYIA TPUTOTOBJIEHHOE 3€JIb€ Ha KapTy M OMepiiach O CTON BCEMH PYKaMH.
CJOBHO I'MI'aHTCKUH MayK, OHA HABKCI/IA HAJI JIMCTOM TepramMeHTa M, HaXMypUBIIUCh, YCTaBUJIACh Ha
kapty. [Tox ee MPOH3UTENBHBIM B3IJISIIOM JBIMSINASCS CMECh CIBUHYJIACH U Monoszia 1o kapre Cto-
JIMIIBI, CJIOBHO OXUBIIAs TyceHura. [locteneHHO OHa repemMecTuiach K IeHTpY Topoja, Iie U ocTa-
HOBUJIACh.

— O, kak unrepecHo! — Bb1oXHYa JlopeHa.

— Yt0 THI BUAUIIE?

— TBos neBuoHKa cefiuac HaxoquTcs Bo qeopiie Mmmneparopa! Tam Tebe u crieyeT ee UcKarh!

— Bor kak? — [locerutenpHuIa, Ka3aJI0Ch, HUIYTh HE YAMBUJIACH. — DTOTO CIIEI0BATIO OXKUAAT.

— Tebs 310 He myraet?

— Panu cBoeit ey 1 cMory NpOHUKHYTH KyJa YToaHo!

Jlopena ¢ uaTepecoM B3IIsHY A Ha Hee. [o ee ity Hesb3s ObUIO MOHSATH, O YeM OHA TyMaerT.
[NocerutenpHUIIA HEPBHO TEpeiepHYJIa TUICUYaMU.

— Crpannas Tbl, — npousHecia rocroxa Jlopena. — Ho 51 csoe nesno Beimonnmia. He 31ato, yem
oHa TeOe HACOJTIIIa, HO HEKOTOpbIE ApUCTOKPAThl 3epIiajivy, U s B UX YMCIIe, BOBCE HEIOBOJIbHBI BHE-
3aIHbIM TOSIBJIEHUEM TOM, O KOM IJIaCUT IPOpPOYecTBO. Beslb Bce MOMKHO M3MEHUTHLCS C ee TOsIBIIe-
HHUEM, a Mbl HEJIIOOMM TiepeMeH. .. UTo XK, ecliu MOHaJOOUTCs TIOMOIIb, OOpalancs. 3a COOTBETCTBY-
IOLIYIO M3]1y, pa3syMeeTcsl.

— Ioka 1 Ha 3TOM criacn60! — MOCTIENTHO MPOroBOPHIIA MOCETUTENIBHUIIA. — S cama oKHA
pa3oOpaThCs C ITUM.

Omna noBepHyach U OBICTPO BbIIIUIA U3 KOMHATHL. CTEKJIsIHHBIE CTy:KaHKU JIOpeHbI, OXuIaB-
IIYe 32 IBEPbMHU CAJIOHA, TIPOBOJVIN HE3HAKOMKY K BBIXOAY, M BCKOpE CHH3Y JIOHECCS IETIYOK 3aIlu-
paemoro 3amka. TyT ke GapxaTHble MOPThEPHI B YTy CAJIOHA PAa3IBUHYJIMCH, 1 B KOMHATY BOIILIA
Kpacnas AbGaruca.

— MHTpurymouie, — MpayHO ITPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— Tol y3Hana ee? — cnpocwiia JlopeHa, B3MaxoMm pyKH 3aTYIIUB CBEUH.

— HecomuenHo! to Besib OHa BbiIaBasia ceds 3a KiieMeHTHHY B MOEM MOHACTBIPE U OXOTHJIACh
Ha JIeBUOHKY. Kasip, eii He yJaJloch TOra ee MPUKOHYNTh. MaJsleHbKasi Mep3aBKa OueHb KHUBYYa, a
ee CBepXbECTECTBEHHOE BE3eHUE HAUMHAET MEHSI MyTaTh.

— Her nukakoro Besenust! TemHsiii [Tamop obeperaer CBOI0 HOCUTEIBHUILY OT Beex Oen. Tak
Kak, Thl BCE ClIblNasa, Arara? — yTOUHUIIAa KOJTYHbSI.

— O, nma, — kuBHy”aa Ta. — Cectpa Tembl ckpbiBaeTcs Bo nBopiie Mmnepatopa! Ho eit ato He
nomoxet. Ecim norpebyercs, s1 CMOTy HaliTH ee Jake B JIOTOBE JbsIBOJIA, JIMIIb Obl IPEIOTBPATUTD
TO, 4TO rpsAaeT!
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— Mosxker, Tebe He CTOUT caMoy 3aHMUMAaThesl TUM? Dta naamas CoseplarebHUIA, OIEPXKU-
Masi kak1oi Mectu, cama otbier Cectpy Tembl 11 yObeT ee! Ham He mpuaercs nmpuiiaratb HUKaKHUx
YCUJIHIA.

— Bcerna nyurire mojictpaxoBatbest, — orBeTriIa KpacHas A6Oatuca. — K Tomy ke 10 cux mop
el 910 He ynanock. OHa He 00J1aJaeT TeMU CUJIaMU, KOTOPBIE JIOCTYITHBI HaM.

— Ho Bb3Bath Ha ce0s rHeB TemHelIero? — ¢ COMHeHUeM Mpou3Hec a rocroxa Jlopena. —
Pazymuo i 310? ECii MBI CTaHEM MOKYIIAThCS Ha JKU3Hb €ro N30paHHUIIbL. .. OH HAC YHUYTOXUT!
A nemoHa 51 6010ch Kya Oosbinie, yem lamy Teneii!

— Mm1 Gynem coOmonaTh KpaliHIOI OCTOPOKHOCTh, — ycrokowna ee AdOaruca. — He Oynem
AefcTBOBaTh B OTKPHITYIO. [TycTh maamiass CozepuaresibHUIA BEAET CBOIO OXOTY, a s1 Oy1y BECTH CBOIO!
VY 1e04 eme octaymch ee Bosockl, Jlopera? OHu Obl HAM OYeHb PUTOIVIIHCH!

Jlopena coOpasna ABIMSIIYIOCSI CMECh C KapThl B MUHUAATIOPHYIO XPYCTAJIbHYIO IIKATYJIKY U ITPO-
TSHYJIa ee cTapyxe.

— HyxHo nuimb BHIOpaTh MpaBUiIbHBIA MOMEHT. [IeBUOHKA HE JOJIKHA KUTh! — 6€3KaJ0CTHO
ckazasa Kpachas A6Oaruca, npunumMas aap. — MiHadye oHa moryout Bcex Hac!

— Ho kak o1 npoHMKHeb Bo gBopel? imneparop npysxur ¢ [lamoii Teneid, a Ta JaBHO TOYUT
Ha Tebs1 3y0!

— D10 camas Jierkast 4actb Moero 1asa, Jlopena. Beckope Mmneparop u Jama Teneit ycrpost
TOPXKECTBEHHBIN MpHeM 1Jis1 apucTokparuu 3epuaiun. B Ctommily chemyTcsi caMble MOTYIIECTBEH-
HBbIEe KOJIAYHBI 3TOro Mupa, ®@pusaa Oyner Habuparh Kpyr CHIIbHEHIIHX /17151 IPOBECHUSI CBOETO PUTY-
asa. Bo Bopiie OyaeT oueHb MHOTOJTIONHO, TIO3TOMY U 51 CMOTY Tyla IPOHUKHYTb, HE TIPUBJIEKast K
cebe BHUManus1. Hukto u3 npudnmkeHHbIx iMrieparopa He 3HaeT, uto y Hac ¢ Jlamoii Teneit HeOomb-
M€ pa3HorIacusl.

— Ho BoT Haiiti Tam /ieBUOHKY Tebe OyaeT HaMHOro cioxkHee! A elne TpyaHee — 3acTarh ee
onHy!

— Ham ne npunercs ee uckars! C momoIsio 3toro, — AdOaTrca ykasana Ha IIKaTYyJIKy, — MBI
cymeeM 100paThes 10 Hee faxe Ha OonbinoM paccrostHuu! M He mibITaiicsi MeHsi OTTOBOPHTS, JlopeHa.
W te1 Goutibesa? §1 Haziel0Ch Ha TBOKO TIOMOIIIb, XOTsI ObI B TaMATh 0 Maype!

— 1 HeHaBHEAa CBOIO CECTpY, — HEOKUAAHHO npu3Haiack JlopeHa. — U He crana Obl HUYEro
nenatb pagu Hee. Ho kakoro uepra?! Eciu TemHeimii HOKUHET 3TOT MUP, €r0 Marus yuaer BMecTe
C HUM. A 3HAYUT, Bce TeMHbIEe Maru oopedeHsl. 1 momory Tebe, Tak u ObITh! K TOMY e MHe camoi
MHTEPECHO y3HATh, YeM BCE ITO 3aKOHUMUTCS !

—Bot u cnaBHo! — noBosbHO KKBHYNA KpacHass AG6atuca. — Torma rotoBb CBOE JTydlliee IIaThe.
[Nopa 1 Ham HavyaTh CBOIO OXOTY. S coodiry Tebe, Koraa Mbl OTIIPAaBUMCS BO JBOpEIL.

— Ja Oyner Tak! — BOCKJIMKHYJa rocroxa JlopeHa, 1 Ha ee JiMile MPOMeJIbKHYJIA 3JI0Belas
yJIBIOKA.
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I'1aBa BTOpas
Iloka:xu MHe CBOIO cHJIy!

TpyaHo nepenarb ClI0BaMH TO YyBCTBO, KOTOpoe ucrbiTalia Karepuna, y3Has B mmieparope
3epuanuu cBoero orua, Anexcangpa Jlepxasuna. Y camoe cTpaHHOE — OH BBIIVISZIEN TOYHO TaK Xe,
Kak Ha adullax CBOMX BBICTYIUIEHUI MOYTH JBaJlaTWIETHEN AaBHOCTU. W NEeHCTBUTENBHO, TObI
ObuIi Hag HUM He BiacTHbl! CTpoiiHas, MoATsAHyTas (purypa, LIMPOKUE IJIEYM, TYCThIe TEMHbIE
BOJIOCHI, KMBBIE Kapue I71a3a, KOTOpbIe, Ka3aJloch, BUieu Te0st HackBo3b. [ paduns Llagypckas, cro-
SBLIAS PSJOM C JIEBYIIKOW, BOT-BOT I'OTOBA OblLIa JMIIMTHCS 4yBCTB. OHA Tak BLENWJIACh B CYMKY,
BUCEBIIIYIO Ha ee 1ieve, OyITo onacaiack, 4ro Mimnepatop ceiiuac ee otoeper.

— Oten?! — BockimkHyna norpscenHasn Karepuna. — Ho... kak?!

— AnekcaHjip, — CJIOBHO 3ayapoBaHHas, jeneraia Buonerra Hlagypckas. — Anekcanap depxka-
BuH! §I Beerzia nogo3peBaa, uTo Thl KUB... Ho He tymaia, 4To Thl Tak BBICOKO Bo3Heccs1! iMnepartop
3epuanuu! Pa3e Takoe BO3MOKHO?!

— Tak coXUIUCh OOCTOATENBCTBA, — CIEPKAaHHO IPOrOBOPUII TOT, HE CBOASA IV1a3 ¢ KaTepuHsI.
JleByIiIKa COBCEM pacTepsIach MOJ €ro B3IAIOM. — 5 Toxke He 0KuAal, YTO MO I0Yb CTAHET B 9TOM
MUPE TaKOW 3HAMEHUTOCTBIO.

Karepuna Obl1a 1 HanyraHa, ¥ OTHOBPEMEHHO yauBiieHa. [1ocie CTONbKUX JIeT pa3iyKy OHa — 1
9TO KaKOe-TO YyHo! — HaKOHEI BCTPETUIa CBOETO OTIa, HO eMy, KaKeTcsl, 3Ta BCTpeva Oe3pa3inyHa.
Bo BcsikoM ciydae, 0coOoi pajiocTH B €ro rojioce OHa He YCblaa.

Anekcanzip OBEpHYJICS M, TPOMKO CTy4ya KaOJIyKaMu carior 1o OlecTsieMy CTEeKJISHHOMY
T0JTy, HalIPaBUWJICS K CT€HE, Ha KOTOPOM BUCEJIO pa3HOE OpYyKHe.

— 3HAuuUT, 3TO Thl MOXUTUJ MEHA... — YOUBJIEHHO nporoopwia Karepuna. — Tel cnegui 3a
Hamu B oOmike npogeccopa Kepopana. .. — CTpalliHple BOCIIOMUHAHMS BIPYT HAXJIBIHY/IA HA Hee. —
U 310 TH YOUIT KOpHemyca!

— Marunueckue 3MMKCUpBI, TTO3BOJISIONIME MEHSITh BHEITHOCTh, — BEChbMa I0JIE3HOE M300peTe-
HUE, — C JIe[ISIHBIM CIIOKOMCTBMEM CKa3ajl AJIEKCaH/p, CHUMas CO CTeHbl JUIMHHbINA, U3SIIIHbIA Med
C Pe3HOM PyKOsATHIO. — 7Kauib, 4TO B HBIHEIIHUE BpeMeHa OHU Oosbliast peIkocTb. KopHenyc cKpbl-
BaJICS OT BCEX CIMIIKOM JOJIrO. 3ar1ac €ro 3eJ1i OCTENEHHO UCCAKA, HO HUKTO JO CUX ITOP HE CMOT
BOCIIpOM3BECTH UX. OTYACTU NO3TOMY S M UCKAJl CTAPUKALLKY.
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— Ho 3auem xe 1ol yous ero?! — BockimkHyna Karepuna.

— Bcem MouM nocTynkam ecTb Mpu4IrHa, — XOJIOAHO NMpou3Hec Jlep:kaBrH U BIPYT HEOKUIAHHO
Opocut eil med.

JleByIiIka MalMHaIBHO TIOMMaJa ero Ha JIETy, M PyKOsITh Meua, Kak OyATO OH ObUI caesaH Jyist
Hee, yIOOHO Jieria B ee JIalOHb.

— Yro ThI 3axymalt, Asekcanip? — HactopoxkeHHO cripocuia [lagypckast.

— Bcero numb HeOosnbinoe ucnbitanue, — otBetun epxaBun. OH aBuHyncs k Karepune, u
MMIIEpaTOPCKUI NIOCOX B €0 PyKe BIPYT IPEBpaTUIICA B JJIMHHBIN, IPSIMOI MU U3 KPACHOT'O CTEKJIA.

— Tet He ipoTHB? — OH czenan BbI3bIBAIOIIMI HA TIOEIMHOK KECT.

JleByIIka yauBJIeHHO BCKUHYJIA OpPOBH:

— Th1 xe He cobupaenbes. . .

Wmmnepatop BApyr MOAHSUT CBOM Med M puHYJICs Ha Hee. KarepuHa, ObICTpO B3MaxHYB CBOMM
MeuoM, MTaprpoBaa ero Boinaj. [IBa CTEKJISIHHBIX KJIMHKA, IIPOCBHUCTEB B BO3yXE, YAAPUIHCH IPYT O
Apyra, ¥ TPOMKUI 3BOH pa3Heccsi 110 TPOHHOMY 3aJly, OTPakasiCh OT CTEH U U3SIIITHBIX BUTBIX KOJIOHH.
Vnap otia ObLT HACTOJIBKO CHITBHBIM, UTO KatepuHa eziBa ycrosiia Ha HOrax.

— Ilokasxwu, Ha YTO THI COCOOHA, 10Yb! — CYpOBO MpHUKa3ai Jlep:kaBuH, pa3MaxuBas MEUOM. —
Jlokaxu, 4to s Mory Ha TeOs paccumthiBath! Jlokaxku, uto Opakyn YepBeil He ommoOCs B CBOeM
npopouectse!

— Yro ThI Takoe roopuiiib?! — pasosznuiack Karepuna.

He Tak oHa mpexcraBiisiyia cebe BCTpedy ¢ MCUE3HYBIIUM OTIIOM. BMeCToO Kpenkux oObATHil
1 OOBSICHEHUII BCEMy CITy4MBIIEMYCsi OH Opocuiicsi Ha Hee ¢ MeuyoM! KoHeuHo, ObIJIO HaMBHO C ee
CTOPOHBI HAZIESITHCS Ha TETUTYIO BCTpevy, HO, 10 KpaifHel Mepe, OH MOT Obl paccKas3arh e 0 IpUIrHaX,
3aCTaBUBIIKX €r0 OPOCHUTH €€, a He MBITAThCS YOUTh !

I'pacpuns Hlagypckas oTcTynuia K MUpoKoMy okHy. OT ykaca oHa JIMIIIMJIACh Aapa PEevH.

AJekcaHp CMEHWI MO3ULIMI0 M CHOBA arakoBaj KarepuHy. Meu Tak u 3aMesbKall B BO3AYyXeE,
Y CBEpKAIOIMI KJIMHOK Bce Oke MoACTynai K JeBynike. Katepuna otOmia HECKOIBKO BBINAIOB,
OTOIBUTasCh B LIEHTP 3aJ1a, HO 3aIlyTajlach B MO/I0JIe AJTMHHOTO TUIaThs U yIajia Ha MOl

— Yepr! — BhIpyrajgach oHa.

— U 310 BCe, uemy 1ebs1 Hayumiu [Ipoxop 1 Maructp?! — HacMeNUIMBO Cripockil AJIeKCaHp,
CKJIOHSASICH HAJl HEW.

OH ObICTPO TIepexXBaTHII B PyKE MEY U OIMYCTUJI €ro, MPUCTABUB K TPy JIEBYIIKH.

N Tyt Karepuna okoHuYaTeIbHO pa3o3nmiack. Jla Kak oH cMeeT HacMmexaTbesi Hall [Ipoxopom
u Marucrpom?! ITpoxop nomor Arnae BeIpacTuTh ee, a Maructp — miaBa Co3epuaresieid, Myipblii 1
IO0OpBIN YeIOBEK, KOTOPBIH MBITAETCS IOMOYb €l BEPHYThCS JIOMOM !

Omna pe3ko BhIOpOCHIIa PyKy C MEYOM BBEpX, 3aCTaBHB VMIieparopa OTCKOYHTh, OMHUM PhIB-
KOM BCKOYMJIA HA HOTHW Y, B3MAaXHYB KJIMHKOM, pacceksia Moo CBOEro Iuiarhs. Tenepb IBUraThCs
ObLIO TOpa3/o Jierde. 3aMaxHyBIIUCh MEYOM, OHa OpocHIach Ha AJieKcaHIpa U OYKBaJIbHO Ha JIETY
OIIYTHJIA, KaK €€ TeJIO TIOKPHIBACTCS CTEKJITHHON OpPOHEH.

MmmnepaTop ¢ X0XOTOM OTCKOYHJI U JIOBKO MapupoBal ee yaap. Karepuna copsaina ¢ ce0s ra-
Th€ M OCTAJIaCh B KPACHBIX, CHSIIOIIMX JOcrexax. Terneppb Bce ee Telno MOKPhIBAIM OnecTsIme Iia-
CTHHBI, Ha TOJIOBE OBUT M3SIIHBIN IIIJIEM, MOKPHITHIN y30paMu, MOXOKUMH Ha M3MOpo3b. Ha pykax,
CKMMAIOIIMX PYKOSITh MeYa, — 3aIUTHBIE CTEKJISTHHBIE MepUaTKy, ¥ KaX[blid Majel] 3aKaHIUBaICs
OCTPBIM KOTTEM.

— Bor 310 MOt ieBouka! — cHoBa xoxoTHY!1 MiMmiepaTtop u Opocuiicsi B HacTyruienue. — JlaBai,
pazozmnuck! Tlokaxu MHe cBOIO criTy!

— TBost neBouka?! CTpaHHO 3TO CJIBIIIATH OT YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPOTo 51 He BHesa OOJIbIIIe IeCITH
net! — pa3npaxeHHo oTBeTwia Karepuna.

OHa JIerko OTpa3uiia HECKOJIBKO yIapoB, a 3aTeM, C/IeJIaB MOJIHMEHOCHBIN BBIMAJ, Mepelia B
aTaxy.
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MmmnepaTtop mpoBOPHO OTCKOYMJI B CTOPOHY M JIETKO OTOWJI €€ YIaphl.

— OO0cToATENHCTBA TAK CIOKUIIMCH, — MPAYHO TIOBTOPUI OH. [Toxoxe, 3T0 OblIa ero modumast
dpaza. — He mpoxonut u qHs, 4TOOBI 51 HE COXKAJEN O CIIyIHBIIeMCs!

I'pacpuns lamypckas, yoeausimck, uto JepikaBuH He coOupaercsi youBaTh CBOIO 10Ub, YCIIO-
konsach. OHa MoTya HaOJMO/IANaA 32 TIOEIUHKOM, CTOsI Y IIMPOKOTO OKHA, 32 KOTOPBIM MPOILIbIBAT
TUTAaHTCKUI BO3IYITHBINA KOPAOJIb.

Karepuna ynapuia eme pas. [lepxaBuH criesan BpaliateabHOe ABUKEHUE MEUOM, 3aKPYTHUB €€
KJIMHOK, U Pe3KO JepHYJI ero B CTopoHy Meu BbuleTen u3 pyku KateprHbl 1 co 3BOHOM MOKATHIICS
IO TIOJy.

JleBy1IKa UCIyraHHO 3aMepJia, HO, TYT kK€ OIIOMHMBILKCH, IPOTSAHYJIA PYKY K Meuy, pacCTaBUB
KOTTUCTBIE TAJbIIbl: KIMHOK 3aCKOJIB3UI MO MOy oOpaTHO K Held. OHa cama He TIOHMMaia, Kak 3TO
nenaet. Kazanock, Jocnexu BHIIOIHSIOT KaXK0€ €€ KeJlaHUe, CTOUT €i TOJIBKO MIOMBICIUTh, YTO HAJJ0
cnenatb. CTekJIsiHHAsI OpOHs Aenana ee cujibHee, ObIcTpee, CHOpoBUCTee. BOT Meu B3MbUT B BO3IyXe
Y CHOBA JIET B €€ JIaJIOHb. BBICTaBUB KJIMHOK BIIEPEl, OHA TIOBEPHYJIACh K OTILY, HO TOT HEOKUAAHHO
npeKparui OOu.

JIOBOJIBHO XMBIKHYB, AJIEKCaHp OTBEJl PyKY C MEYOM B CTOPOHY, U KJIIMHOK PacTeKCsl, CHOBA
MPEBPATUBIINCH B UMIIEPATOPCKUIA Ke3J C KPACHBIM UeperioM Ha HaOalIalliHUKe.

— 41 B TeGe He ommbcs, — Oypas ee B3MIAAOM, pousHec JlepxkaBuH. — Thl IEHCTBUTETBHO
MOXeIlb 3a cedst moctosiTh. K ToMy e, Kak 51 BUXKY, BiIaJeelb 1apoM TeMHeuIero, a 3To MHOTOro
cTouT. $1 9yBCTBYIO ThbMY, KOTOpasi OXBaThiBaeT TeOst B MOMEHTHI rHeBa. Omryiaio B Tede TemHbli
I'mamop.

— Kak T MOXeIb 3T0 4yBCTBOBATh? — HAXMYPHUBIINCH, cripociiia Kateprna. — Beab Thl 0OBIK-
HOBEHHBIN YesIOBeK !

— Vxe Her, njoporas. Ho Ha Bce TBOM BOIIPOCH 1 OTBeUY Mo3xke. A noka... [Ipomty nporenus
3a CTOJIb CTPAHHBIN TTPUEM, HO 51 JIOJKEH ObLIT TeOsI UCTIBITATh !

OHn Bapyr marHya K 3acteiBiield KatepuHe, OTBes ee BBICTABJIEHHBI M€Y CBOMM KE3JIOM B
CTOPOHY ¥ TIOPBIBUCTO OOHSLT 104b. OTell ObUT MOYTH Ha TOJIOBY Bbillle KaTtepuHsl, U, IpUkaB ee K
ceOe, OH BHICOKO TOJTHSLT IEBYIIKY B BO31yX. CTEKJISTHHBIN IIJIEM Hcue3, BoJockl KaTepuHbl BolHaMu
pacchinanucs 1o ee riedam. CuiibHbIe pyKH KPETIKO IepXkalu ee, u noTpsiceHHas Karepuna cmotpena
TO Ha OTLIA, TO HA OCKOJIKM Pe3aHOBBIX, pacchilaBIIMECs 110 CTEKISTHHOMY MOJTY.

— 51 ye cOBEpLIEHHO HUYEro He MOHMMAl0, — C BOJIHEHUEM IPU3HAJIACh OHA. — Thl 1eiiCTBU-
TEJILHO paJl MHE WM Ceiuac CHOBA MOMBITACUITLCS TPUKOHYUTD?

— 3a nocjegHue ABEHaILATh JIET 3TO CaMblil CYaCTIIMBBIN IEHb B MOEH KU3HU, — CKa3al AJek-
CaHAP U OIYCTHJI €€ Ha IOJI.

— YT0-TO HE3aMETHO.

— Tel Bce noiimenb no3xe, Katepuna. Ho s1 ouens pajn 1edst Bunetsh. Kak u Tebs1, Buonerra. —
Anexcanp B3MISAHY/I Ha 3acTeiBiIylo Hlagypcekyio.

— Ecnm 310 pasiocTs, — X0NOHO Mpou3Hecia rpaduHs, — He XoTesa Obl 1 BUJeTh TeOs B THEBe. . .

— M=He cnegyet coOmoaaTh OCTOPOXXHOCTb. B 3TOM ABOpIIE Y CTEH €CTh He TOJBKO YU, HO U
rasa.

— A TBHI HE MOT' cpa3y OTKPHITbCsI Ham? — HejloBepuMrBoO cripocwia Katepuna. — K yemy Bce 3t
cnoxHoctu? O6muk JKeBonaHa, moeszka ¢ Hamu B BarrHio 30510TeIX ['proHOB. . .

— TBou [py3bsi CUMTAIOT MEHSI MOHCTPOM B OOJIMKE YeJIOBeKa, — B3JOXHYB, HauaJl TOBOPUTh
Anexcanzp. — Ouu HeHaBUAAT U Gositcst MiMnieparopa, a MHE HeJb3sl CHUMaTh IIJIEM 32 CTeHAMU
storo 3aia. [IpencraBp, Kak Obl s1 UM Bce 0ObsicHu1? OHU OBl MEHS U CIyIIaTh HE CTaJM U Cpasy
Obl TIOTIBITATIMCH YOUTh. MHE ke HY)XKHO pacckaszaTh Tebe 000 BCeM U JIydllle BCEro cenaTh 3TO B
CIIOKOMHOM 0OcTaHOBKe. BOT mouemy MpuUIIIOCh MOMTH Ha TaKue Mepsl U 3a0path TeOs BO IBOpEII.

— Ho b1 youn Kopaenuyca. 11 Pe3anoBbix, — xononHo 3amertiiia Karepuna.
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— CMmepTh Mara Obl1a CTy4allHOCTBIO. A 3TU JBoe... OHU 3aCTyKWIN TAKYIO0 y4acTh, — XMYPO
nporoBopui Anekcanp. — He nepexuBail Ha X cyer.

— Yto 3HAUMT: 3acayKmin?! — BO3MYTHIACh JIeBYIIKa. — Beb OHYM ObUTH JIIOBMU, 4 BHI B3SUIH
1 pa3owm ux! Tel 1 9Ta ykacHas Jlokycra!

— Jliomemu?! — JlepkaBuH pacxoxortaycs. — O, Het! OHM ObLTM HATJIBIMU, MEP3KUMHU, HATIBIIIICH-
HBIMU ciu3HsiKamu! HUKTO He cTaHeT kajeTh 0 HUX, YK Tl MHe noBepb! Cripocu y BuoneTTs, oHa
npoBeJia ¢ HUMU MHOTO BpeMenu! He Oynb oHa UM Hy’Ha, OHM N30aBUIIMCH Obl OT Hee TP TMepBOit
BO3MOKHOCTH !

— Dro npapna, — moareepawia [lanypckas. — Korna st 6bi1a ¢ HUMH, MHE TIOCTOSTHHO TIPUXO-
IUJI0Ch OBITh HavYeKy. B mo60it MOMEHT OKMIaTh yaapa B CIIUHY ...

— Tol Bce enie HanpsikeHa, Buonerra, — yemexHyices Jlep:xaBuH, BUIS €€ CKOBAHHOCTD.

— [Ipoctu MeHs1, Anekcanap, HO s ellle He OTOIILIa OT 0K, — MPU3HaIach rpapuHs. — A Thl
COBCEM He YIMBJICH, YBUIEB MeHsI? YBueB Hac. — OHa HACTOPOXKEHHO B3MIsiHyIa Ha Kartepuny.

— 4 cnenwuit 3a BaMu 00eMMU C TOTO JIHS, KaK Bbl OKa3aauch B 3epuanuu! — otBetun Jlepxka-
BUH. — A 10 TOro — 3a Balllell )XU3HbI0 Ha 3emJe, HaOmoast 32 BAMU Yepe3 Marndeckue 3epKaja.
Taitno 51 cnepoBan 3a Bamu oT Becr-Xemmona no Hopn-IInuresnsi, ot Tpaktupa Wneanst 10 HEKpo-
TOJI51 3ePKAIbHBIX BebM !

— Ho kak? — yauBunace lagypckas.

— Kpacnbiii kimou! — noraganace Karepuna. — Tot, 4to Thl ucnionip3oBail B nogzemenise Kophe-
mryca! OH no3BosisieT Tede MPOXOAUTh CKBO3b 3epKaja kak Cosepriaresnio?

— Bce BepHo. B npezenax 3epuainm XpycTajabHbIi KJII0Y rlomoraeT MHe. JKasib, OH He 103Bo-
JIileT MHE MOKUHYTb Mpejiesbl 3Toro mupa! f npokiAr Tak ke, Kak u Tol, Karepuna. Kak Bce, koro
Temuenmui ogapui cBoewt cuioil. [Ipokisitue, HajlokeHHoe Ha TeMHeHIero IpeBHUMU Maramu, He
MO3BOJISET M HaM yiTU U3 3epuaiuu! A 3ToT KJ1o4 — Hactosiee uyno. [locnequuii u3 Tpex Kioden
Kamoctpo! Hukto He 3HaeT, uto oH y MeHs, gaxe [Jama Teneir. OHa ObI MHOTOE OTJaJIa, YTOOBI
3aBJa/IeTh KJIIOUYOM, HO MHE YIaBaJIOCh CKPBIBATH €0 BCE TU TOfbl. Bce cUMTaIOT ero yTepssHHbIM,
3aTO 51 MOTY TIOJIb30BAThCSl MAarMYeCKUM apTehakToM B JT000e BpeMsl.

— 41 xoTena ObI y3HaTh KAK MOKHO OOJIBbIIIE O TBOEH JKU3HU, — MpU3HaIack KarepuHa.

— U MHe Hy)XHO MHOroe pacckasath TeOe. Bam obenm! Ho cienath 310 Oyner yiydrie BCero
3a 00eJ0M C MOMMH TIOYETHBIMU rocTsiMu. [Ipuciyra yxke HakpbIBaeT CTOJ B JaJIbHEM 3aJle, Tie HaMm
HUKTO He MoMeraeT noropoputs. Ho cHavana. ..

On B3s1 KateprHy 3a pyKy U 3aKpyKWJI €€, CIIOBHO B TaHIIE.

— Emme HeMHOro, ¥ TBOM JOCTIEXW UCUYE3HYT, ponHas. He crouno Tebe pBath Ha ceOe IiaThe.
Ero BeiOpana ams teds Jlokycra.

— B TOT MOMeHT s 00 3TOM MeHbIIle Bcero JTymana, — npusHaiack Karepuna. — Ho Tl mipas.
HagepHoe, ronsiimomM MHe OyeT He 04eHb-TO KOM(POPTHO.

Anexcanip xyiorHy B agomy. CTeKJITHHbIE IBEPY TPOHHOTO 3aJ1a PACTIaXHYJIHCh, U KatepuHa
cHoBa yBujena Jlokycry. ’KeHiuHa ckonb3uia No miajkoMy Moy Tak IJIaBHO, CJIOBHO He ILIa, a
IUIbLIA [I0 BO3YXY.

— Ckopo obey1 OyieT mofaH, — ciepkaHnHo COOOIMIa OHA. — Balv rocTu yxe OroBeIeHbl.

— OmmyHo, — cKa3an AJsieKcaHap. — 3HAUuT, BCKOPEe Mbl K HUM TpucoequHumcs. JIoKycTa,
MOEH JoUYepy HYKHO HOBOE TUIaThe.

JKennHa B 3epKajbHOM MacKe MOJIYa KMBHYJIA M jKeCTOM Mpuriaciia Karepuny cienoBathb
3a Heil.

[o crimHe peBymIKK poOeskall XOJIOAOK. 3M0oBenuii 00muK JIOKYCTHI, ee YepHasi Ofiexa, 3ep-
KaJIbHasl MacKa M CTEKJISTHHBIM MPOTE3 BMECTO PyKH BbI3bBasM y Katepunsl HepBHYIO Apoxb. Ho
nocoonuia JJamer Terel, oueBUIHO, He cOOMpPAIach MPUUMHSATH el 371a.

— Jlo BcTpeuu 3a crosioMm, — ckasas Karepune oren, npoasch ¢ Heil.
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JeBy1ika MoiTya KMBHYJIA 1 nionwia 3a JIokycroit, a JlepskaBuH o6epHysics k rpacdune [lagyp-
CKOW.

— Tebs 51 TOXe X0uy BUAETh CpeId MOMX TocTeid, Buonerra, — 1ackoBo cka3ai oH. — Tak 4Tto
npuBenu ceds B MOPSIIOK U IpUHApsauch. [lepen MOMMYU rocTsIMU AOJKHA MTPEACTATh TOTOMCTBEHHAS
apUCTOKpaTKa, a He yJIMYHasi 0OOpPBaHKA C MOTEPTON CYMKOUW B pyKax.

— Hy cniacu6o0 3a cToJIb COMHHTEIIbHBIN KOMIUTUMEHT, — ycMexHyach [llamgypckas. — 3Hau Obl
ThI, CKOJIbKO MHE MPUIILIOCh NIEpeXUTh B 3ToM Mupe! S cama ynuBiIsiioch, 4To BCe elle KuBa!

— O, s 3HaI0 BCe O TBOMX 3JIOKJIIOUEHHUSIX, — C IeYaJIblo B rojioce ckazan Mmneparop. — [Toseps,
OHU HUYTO MO CPABHEHUIO C TeM, UTO MEePEKUI 31ECh .

— Ho Tb1 HET10X0 yCTpOMIICs, XOTb 51 BCE ellle He MPEJICTABISI0, Kak 3TO Mpou3onuio. U notom,
Tl COBEPILIEHHO HE U3MEHWICS, J1aXe CTajl MoJIoke... Bo3moxHO yin Takoe? Benpb 310 Hactosiee
4qyJ10.

— Yynec B 3TOM MUpe MpeocTaTouHo. S pacckaxy Tede 000 BceM, HO Toxke To3xke. — [lepkaBuH
CHOBa XJIOIMHYJI B JIaAOIIN, U B 3aJI€ MOABUJIUCH IBE CIIY)KAaHKU B JJIMHHBIX Y€PHBIX OACKAAX. — Ounn
MOKaXyT TeOe TBOI0 KOMHATY M TBOW HOBBIN rapiepo0, Buonerra. U mocniemy: st xouy MpencTaBUTh
TeOs ellle Koe-KoMy. YBepeH, 3Ty BCTpedy Thl HUKOTIA He 3a0y/Ielb.

I'padyHs M3yMIIEHHO TTPUTIOHSIA OPOBB.

— MHe cTouT KOro-To ornacarbcsi? — TPEBOKHO CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Ckopee HaoO0poT. Thl Mickasa ee qOIToe Bpems, — MpOAOIKUI Ajekcanap. — U tenepb TBoe
kenanve cobutochk. TBos 104k lenbguHa ceromHs Takxke OyneT Moeli roctbeit. Eciu xouers, 3a cTo-
JIOM BBI OyJieTe CUACTh PSAIAOM.

I'pacdouns lagypckas 3acTbiia, He B CHJIaX MPOU3HECTH HU CJIOBA.
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I'1aBa Tperbst
Bo3BpameHue B mKoJLy

Kurenu CankT-DpuHOypra roToBIIMCh K Betpede HoBoro roga. B ropone omryianack npes-
Npa3JHAYHAs cyeTa. YJIMIB!I ObUIM YKpalleHbl WUTIOMHHALMEN M MepearBaINCh Pa3HOLBETHBIMU
OTHSIMU, Ha BCEX OOJIBIIUX IUIOIMIA/ASIX CTOSIM HOBOTOJJHUE €JIKHU, BOKPYT KOTOPBIX BO3BOIMIIUC JIE/Is1-
HBIE TOPOJKH C TOPKaMM U KaTKaMH.

Wpuna 1 ApreM MeajieHHO Opesu Mo YJIULE, U UM HaBCTPedy TO U JIeJIO MOMNaIaIUCh JIIO/H,
HarpyXeHHble KPacCUBbIMHU MaKeTaMM C NMPA3AHUYHBIMHM MOKyIMKamu. Ka3zanock, Bce BOKPYT TOJBKO
U JIENAIOT, YTO 3aIlacaloTcs MpoAyKTaMH, oflapkaMy, HOBOTOIHMMU cyBeHrnpaMu. Ilosciony napuia
HOBOrofH:1s1 3ipopusi. KoHeuHo, Beib ropokaHe He OJ03PEBaJIH, UTO UX JKIET B OvkaiiieM Oyay-
uieM. A Bot MipruHa u Aprem uMmeiu JOBOJIbHO YETKOE NPEICTaBIEHHUE, IOTOMY-TO HACTPOEHHUE Y HUX
ObLIO OTHIO/b HE MPa3IHUYHOE.

— Cnacu60, 4To BCTpeTu1, — ckazajia MpuHa, KyTasch B TEIUIbI MyXOBUK. — Pogurtenu yexaim
13 ropoja 1o Aenam (pUpMbl, @ BBIXOJUTh U3 OOJIBHULIBI OAHOW KaK-TO YK COBCEM TOCKJIMBO.

OcobOeHHO Korja BceX TBOMX COCE/IOK BCTPEYAlOT B BECTUOIONIE POAUTEN U JPY3bsi C BO3AYII-
HBIMU 1IapaMH B pyKax.

— 41 kak-TO He noxyMal o mapax, — npusHaicsa Aprem. — Ho ecim xodens, 3aiieM 1o 1opore
B Mara3uH u KynuM. Tonbko 6010ch, TaM ceituac ouepean!

— la nagHo, — otMaxHyaach Mpuna. — O6oiinyck. Thl TonbKO MocMoTpH Ha HuX! Bee ¢ aTumu
MIPa3IHUKAMU TMPSMO-TaKU C yMa MOCXONWIN. TOJBbKO S MOYEMY-TO IIOKA HE TOTOBA PafoBaThCs
Hactyruienuo Hosoro roza!

OnHu 3ameyIuIM 1Iar, NPOIycKasl CTaKy HECYIIMXcs AETHIIEK. Te ¢ BecelnblMU KpUuKaMu
Oexanu K Onvkaiiiiei JiessHo! ropke.

— l'oBopuib, nena coseceM moxu? — cnpocuia Kieniosa, mpoBoxkas Aeten B3sAaA0M. — MHo-
roe xe s nponycruwia. B Marses JeiCTBUTENIBHO BCEIUIICS JEMOH?

— Ja, Bce cayunsioch y Hac Ha mia3ax. lonpaHckas copsaia ¢ Hero 3epUeKIMKOH, TYyT-TO BCe
u npousonuio. Ho yemy ynusnateca? OHu Bep 3ayMan 3T0 ¢ camoro Hadasa. Jlaxe Maprapura
JIMIIb CMOIJIa OTCPOYUTD IIPEBPALLEHUE, U TO HEHAIONTO.

— 1 BBl OOJbIlIE ¢ HUIM HE BCTPEYAIIUCH?
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— Her. Ho 310 1 K nyumiemy, — ckazan ApreM. — § He 3Hal0, Kak Tenepb cedst C HUIM BECTH.
Benp 310 fonmenbranrep, XoTsl BHEIIHE OH BHIIAAUT Kak Marseid. OH 3HaeT Bce, 4To 3Hajl BOpoHUH.
U camoe crpariHoe — oH 3HaeT, rj1e Hac HanuTH!

— la yx, ’KyTKOBaToO, — cornacwiach Mpuna. — 3naunt, MatBeii Teriepb Ha X CTOpOHe... A 3Ta
M3ypOAOBaHHAs CTapyxa 3arojly4uiia BHelHocTh MapuHku. A rae cama JlacoBa?

— Omna ckpbiBaetrcs B jome CyxopyKoBbIX. AsieHa AJileKcaHJpOBHA NpsYeT ee oT BceX. Ecnu
Becr y3Haet, uto Mapunka xuBa, OpnoBy He o3gopoButcs. Beab oH paboTaer cpasy Ha ABe CTO-
POHBI.

— Ho nonro npstatbcst OHa He CMOXeT. A Kak ke ydeda?

— MapuHKa ¥ B IIKOJIE He TOSIBIISIETCS], — OTBETHII ApTeM. — YUHTessl JyMaloT, 4YTo OHa OoJieer.
CKOpITHOH J1a)ke MOOWJIBHUK y Hee 0TOOpasI, YTOOBI ee 10 HeMY He BBIYMCITHIN !

— Tol, 1 1 Mapuska. .. Berxoaut, Hac Tenepp ocranoch Tonbko Tpoe? Eciu He cuutath B3poc-
JbIX ?

— Cepacduma ¢ HamH.

— A 0Ha-TO Kak BO Bce 3T0 BBsi3ajach? — ynuBuiach Kiermnosa.

— Tsl ke BuIENa, Ha 4TO criocodeH ee oter(? OKa3aiochk, OHAa JABHO B Kypce COOBITHIA.

— Mausienbkas Bbickouka! — He yaepxanack Mpuna. — U cioga Biesnal

— be3 ee momorm Ham He oOouTHch. Cama MoHMMaelb: Hac cauimkoM masio. Ho eciiu Ckop-
ITMOH OKaXEeT HaM MOIEPKKY, MBI CMOXeM MpoTuBOcTOATh KityOy Kammoctpo.

— Tonbko uto Ham Tenepp aenars? Kakos nanbHenmmii mian? Bee pyxHyJIo B OAMH MUT, U 5
a)ke He 3Halo, 3a 4TO XBaraTrhCcs!

— Ceituac HaM OCTaeTcsl TOJIbKO OJIHO, — CKa3zajl ApTeM. — BbIsscCHUTD 1ajbHelve miaHs becra
u I'eprpynel 1 nomemars ux ocymectBuTh. Ckopo ®eoanust u CKOPIMOH A0JIKHBI BCTPETUTHCS B
nome CyxOpyKOBBIX, TaM OHHU Bce U 0ocynsat. Ho 6otock, Hac Tyna He mo30ByT. OHU BIPYT PELIMIIN,
YTO MBI €11Ie IETH U JJIs1 AETeW BCE 3TO CIIUIIKOM OMACHO.

— Ilycts monpoOyioT He Mo3BaTh, — HAXMYpPUBIIUCH, cKazaida MpuHa. — Mbl B 3TOM jene
HAMHOTO paHbllIe, YEM BCE OCTAJIbHBIE, IO3TOMY U Ceiyac He OCTaHEMCS B CTOpOHe !

OHM cyCTHIIMCh B METPO M JOEXaJU 10 KOHEYHOM CTaHLIMM, HEMIOJAJIEKY OT KOTOPOU HaXo/u-
nach mkona. VipuHa codmpanach OTHECTH B YUUTENICKYIO CIIPABKY U3 OOJIBHUIIBI, HA HECKOJIBKO JHEH
OCBOOOXK/IAIONIYIO €€ OT 3aHATHI. B npeaaBepurt HOBOrOMHUX KAHUKYJ BCe KOHTPOJIBHBIE YiKe ObLIU
CIaHBl, HO TIPOITYCKATh MIKOJIY YYEHUKaM 0e3 YBaKUTeJIbHON MPUYMHBI HE Pa3pelianoch.

[NopaBHSBIIKCH CO IKOJIbHBIMUA BOPOTAMH, OHU YBHUJIEJH BO IBOPE OOJBIIYI0 UCKYCCTBEHHYIO
eJIKy. YUeHHKH MJIQIIIMX KJIACCOB KaK pa3 yKpalllalv ee UrpylIIKaMyu COOCTBEHHOTO U3TOTOBJICHHUS.
Boxaras Okcana pykoBoauja mpoueccoMm. Pagom c Heit crosmu Jlua u Jdynsa. Yeunes Upuny u
Aptema, JEBYOHKHU O YEM-TO 3aLIENITAIIUCh, a TOTOM IPOTUBHO 3aXUXUKAIH.

— KpacaBumk BupiokoB 1 ero Tenox paHuTeIbHULA! — IOCMOTPEB Ha HUX, IPOKOMMEHTHPOBaJa
Jlus.

ApTeM NoKpacHes ¥ CMYIIEHHO 3ayJIbI0ascs.

— Ckopee Bbinmbana! — nogOboueHuBIIUCh, u3pekia Mpuna. — Mory B /iBa cyeTa BBIIIMOUTH
TeOd orcoga!

— Knermoa, a Tebst 1aBHO BBITyCTUIM Ha cBOOOMY?! — exuaHo cripocuia JlyHs. — He 3Hana,
YTO B IICUXYIIKE TaK HEAOJITO Aepxar!

— C 4ero ThI B35171a, UTO $1 JIekKajia B ICUXYILKe? — MTHOBEHHO BCIbIXHYJA MpuHa.

— Jla Bcs IKOJIa TOJIBKO 00 9TOM U TOBOPHUT, — 3acMesiyiach Jlus.

— W xro xe pacmyctii Takou ciyx?! — rpo3Ho cpocuiia Kierosa.

— Tak st0 HenpaBaa? — [lyHst n300pasuia Ha uie ynuBienue. — boxe, kakue 3mogen! Kro-to
aBHO TeOs HepomoonmuBaet. I[Toctoii! Jla Beap 310 ke 5!

W neBUyOHKM CHOBa pacxoxoTajuch. VpruHa, THEBHO CKaB KyJakKu, IIarHyla B UX CTOPOHY.
ApteMm xoTes ObUIO €e OCTaHOBHTH, HO OHA ONEPE/INIIa €ro.
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— UYro, cHOBa ycTpouIIIb IpaKy? — C BBI30BOM BRIKpUKHY/A [lyHs. — Borblie y Tedst 3TOT HoMep
He mpoiiaeT! B mpomnuikiii pa3 Thi 3actaia Hac Bpaciuiox ! Ho ceifuac, yx Oyab yBepeHa, Mbl C PaOCThIO
TeOs1 oTIenaem!

— INocmoTpuM, Kak 31O y Bac noay4yuTcsi! — HacmenuimBo oteetria MpuHa. — 4 yxe npumernia
MOJIXOASIIINIA CYrpo0, YTOObI 3aCYHYTh TeOsI B HErO IOJIOBOM !

— Okcana! — B3Bu3ruysa Jlus. — Kienmosa Ham cHOBa yrposkaer!

Boxatast ¢ 00eCrOKOEHHBIM BUIOM MOBEPHYJIACH K JICBYIITIKAM.

— JIeBYOHKHM, YTO TYT Y BaC MPOUCXOIUT? — CTPOro CIPOCKIA OHA.

— Iloka Huyero, — orcrynwia Mpuna. — Ho 310 TOBKO MOKa... — M OHa ¢ HEBO3MYTUMBIM
BUJIOM 3alllarayia K KpbUIbLY IIKOJIBI.

JIus u [lyHs cHOBa 3alIeNTaIMCh M 3aXUXUKAIU. ApTem nocremui 3a puHoi.

— Bort kypulibl! — €O 3710CTBIO CKa3aia Ta, OTKpbIBast JBepb. — OHU y MeHs ellle NOTUISATyT!

— He obparait Ha Hux BHUMaHus1! YV Hac ceiiyac ecTb IpoOJieMbl TIOBaKHEE.

— Ecnum ux cpa3y He ocTaBUTh HA MECTO, OHM OKOHYATEJILHO CTPax MOTEPSIOT, a ITOTO HEJlb3s
nonyctuth. JloykHa ke s nogep:kuBath cBoi aproputet! — W MpuHa, rpo3Ho noTpscas KyJIakamu,
paccmesiiach.

ApTeMm ke 3aKaTuil I71a3a, OKa3blBasi, Kak eMy BCe HaJl0€eJo.

[IIkonbHBIE KOPUIOPHI TAKkKE OBUTH YKPAIICHBI TUPJSHAAME U MUILY PO, Take B 3MMHEM CaIy
pedsTa 13 OOTAHMYECKOTO KPYKKa HAPSAUIA HEOOIbIIyI0 eJ10uKy. CKBO3b CTEKJISIHHYIO CTEHY OBLIO
BU/IHO, KaK OHa BECEJIO MUTAeT Pa3HOLBETHBIMUA OTOHbKAMHU.

V rapnepoda Aprem yBunen Hukury JlerocraeBa, TOT Kak pa3 caBajl CBOIO KYPTKY JEKyp-
HoMy. YBujeB KienioBy u bupiokoBa, oH n300pa3uil Ha JIUIEe YAUBJICHUE OTCATIOTOBAT UM PYKOM.
WpuHa rpoMKo (hbIpKHYJIa U HAITPaBUIJIACh B YUUTENbCKYIO. [louemy-To oHa HefomooOmmBaia Hukury,
1 ApTeM He MOT MOHSTh IPUYMHBI.

— Bpl yero npuraimnch B Takylo paHb? — cripocui HukuTa, B3BasinBast Ha 1U1e4o ploK3ak. —
VY Hac xe cerogHsl HeT ypOKOB.

— 4 ¢ Knenmooil. — ApteM MaxHyJ1 B cTopoHy yaansiomeiicss Upunsl. — Ee ceroqus Beimucanu
13 OOJILHHMIIBL.

— YTO-TO OHA HE OYEHb pajia MEHs BUJETh.

— YT0 Mexay BaMU IPOUCXOAUT? — IOMHTEPECOBAJICS ApPTEM.

— Ecnm 651 51 3Hau1! — BockymkHy1 Hukwra. — Ellie B mepBoM KJiacce OHa cKasajia, YTo BBIAJET
3a MEH$ 3aMyX, KaK TOJIbKO 1 €€ M030BY. fI OTKa3ajcs, U ¢ TeX Iop MeXy HAMU XOJI0Hasi BOMHa!

ApTeM JMIIb paccMesLICH.

— Ho 310 X0pormo, 4to s1 Tedst BCTpeTwI1, — MOHU3UB roNoc, ckasan Jlerocraes. — B Moem piok-
3aKe BCE ele JISKUT Ta CTEKJISIHHAS IIIECTEPHS], U 51 HE 3HAI0, YTO C HEe! AesaTh.

— Ot Tpuanona?! — ApreM yIUBICHHO BCKUHYJI OpOBH.

— Or Hero, — kuBHyJ JleroctaeB. — HyxHo, uToOBI THI OTHAN ee Peodanuu nim erie Komy-
HUOYb. OmacHo JepkaTh TaKylo BEIuIry mpu cede!

— Koneuno, — kuBHyn bupiokos. — § 3abepy. ..

— He 3nechb xe! Bapyr kto-auOyap yBuaut? §1 BooO1e-To npuiien B 6acceiiH Ha TPEHUPOBKY
[MovigeM co MHOM, OTAaM TeOe ee B pa3lieBaJIKe.

OHnu 3ammarajii B CTOpOHY IIKOJBHOTO OacceiHa.

— Yo y Bac HOBEHbKOTrO? — cripocuit Ha xoay Hukura. — ®eodanus Oonblne He 3BoHIIIA?

— INoka Bce croKoiHO, — OTBeTHI1 ApTeM. — Thl CaM-TO Kak MOcjie HEIaBHETO MOJIHOTYHUsI?

— Jlo cux nmop HEMHOTO MOTPSXUBAET, HO 51 yXke NPUBBIK. Uepe3 mapy IHel mpugy B HOpMy. A
erle s y)ke HEeCKOJIBKO THEH CIIeXyY 32 HOBOCTSIMU, — IIpu3Hasics Jlerocrae. — M 3Haelb, 0 COOBITHSX
B MapKe aTTPAKIMOHOB He ckazanu Hu croBa! [Nepenamu mvib o Tparndeckoi rudemu Onbru Illep-
TMHOM, HO TIOUEMY-TO CKa3aJIi, YTO OHa pa3dmiiach B ropax, Karasch Ha Jibkax !

— Ho 310 %€ BpaHbe! — BO3MyTWICS ApTeM.
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— ¥V MeHs Takoe OIIyIIeHre, YTO BCe Hallle TeJIEeBHICHUE — TO OJHO CIUIOIIHOE BpaHbe, —
cornacuiicst Hukura. — Cripiast Obl Thl, Kak pernoprepsl 0 Held or3biBasiuch! Ilenpast u oT3piBUMBas
JKEHIIMHA, CBETCKasl JIbBHILIA, 3BeCcTHast OnarorBoputesbHILa!l Hu cioBa o ToM, uTo oHa Oblia cyma-
ciiesen youiiei, CBUXHyBIIENCs Ha YepHON Maruu!

— Bot nostomMy st 1 He CMOTpIO TEJIEBU30p, — HA3UIATENIBHO CKa3al ApTeM.

M#MO PO HECKOJIBKO YYEHHKOB, HArpyKeHHBIX KOPOOKAMH C €JIOYHBIMU YKPAILICHUSIMU.

— MapuHka Terieps ¥ B HIKOJIY XOOUTh He Oyaer? — tuxo crpocui Hukura. — U cKombKo 310
Oy/IeT PoIoIIKAThCS?

— OHu yxe oO0cyauiu 10T Borpoc ¢ Peodanueit. B cyyae yero Mapuna yenet ¢ Cepadpumoii
U3 TOpojia, MoKa Bee He yTpsiceTcsi. CKOPIHMOH Tak M HOPOBUT otociaath CUMKY Kyzaa nofgasbiine. OH
AyMaeT, 4TO OCTABAThCsl €M 3/1eCh CJIMIIIKOM OIACHO.

— 4 Toxe Tak cumraio, HO 6ercTBo U3 CaHKT-DpUHOYpra HUUYero He pemmT. Hemb3s ke mpo-
CTO B3fITh M CMOTaTh ynouku. MHe kaxercs, ecnu Kiyd Kanmoctpo ocyimecTBuT 3agymaHHoe, 3TO
3aTpoHeT a0COMIOTHO BeeX. M OT Takoro He CHpsTYeNIbest Jake Ha APYroM KoHIe 3emin!

— B 31OM THI IIpaB, — B3I0XHYJI APTEM.

OHM OCTaHOBHWJIHCH PSIIOM C JIOCKOW IIKOJIbHBIX OOBSIBICHUI. ApTeM yBHIET OOBSIBICHUE O
MIPE/ICTOSIIIIEM Beuepe B JOCYTOBOM IIEHTPE, KOTOPBIM B MOC/IEHee BpeMs TO U JIeJI0 MOMAIAIC eMy
Ha r1a3a. MeponpusaTie Ha3HAuYMIIU Ha TPUILATOE IeKaOps, BCeM yU4acTHUKAM MPeiaraioch pHATH
B KapHaBaJIbHBIX KOCTIOMAX.

Psanom co crennom crosiia Hactst Tapacosa u3 kinacca Karepunst u Uropst. B pykax oHa nep-
’KaJla YIakoOBKY CEpIaHTUHA U HECKOJIBKO PYJIOHOB Pa3HOIBETHOHN Oymarwu.

— O, manpumku! Kak 310poBo, 4TO BBl MHE MONAIUCh! — BOCKJIMKHYNIa Hacts. — Aptem, Benib
peIaKiys Balllei ra3eThl IOMeIIaeTcsl B I0CYrOBOM LieHTpe?

— BepHo, — otBetmi1 Aprem. — Ho ckopo HaM 00eImaioT BIIEIUTh IOMEIeHHe B IIIKOJIe, TaK
YTO MBI TiepedepemMcs Crojia.

— Ho noka Besib He nmepeGpainuck! 3HaunT, MOMOXKETe MHE ¢ OpraHu3ainyei Beuepa! A 10 MeHs
HA3HAYMJIM OTBETCTBEHHOW OT HAINIEH IIKOJBI, a Y MEHsl PyK Ha Bce He XBaraeT. XOpoIlo UMETh
TMOBCIOY CBOMX JIIOAEH !

Aprtem cpasy MpUYHBLI.

— A 4TO HYXHO JienaTh? — BSUIO CPOCUJI OH.

— B nentpe ceiiyac yxe yKpamaioT TaHIIEBAIbHBIN 3aJ1, U MoTpedyercs Bamia nmomomis. Hy a
MIOTOM TIpHJETe Ha Beuep U caesaere otorpacdum, modonbine! s cBoel ra3ersl, caiita HaIei
IIKOJIBI M TPYMIT B coriceTsix. I cMOTpHTe, 3TO JOKeH OBITh CaMBIil KPYTOW peropTax B Ballen
KU3HU !

— D70 MBI MOXEM, — KUBHYJ ApteM. — HyxHo Tonbko ¢ KienioBoii noroBopurs.

— 4 Bac emre Haiiny! — mooOemania Hacts u ynanumnace.

— Hy Bort, Teneps emme u 310! C 3TUMH Mpa3aHUKAMU XJIOMIOT He o0epelbest! — HeJOBOIBHO
BOCKJIMKHYJ ApTeM. — Majio Ham cBoux nipodiiem!

— A 3a4eM ke Toraa coriacuics? — exuaHo cripocut Hukura.

— A dro emie MHe octaBasiock? HacTioxa Ha kopoTkoit Hore ¢ OkcaHou u 3aByyamu. OHM Bce
paBHO OBl HAC 3aCTAaBWJIA, XOTMM MBI 3TOTO WM HeT! A TyT XOTh n0OpoBoibHOe cornacue! Korma-
HUOYIb MHE 3T0 3a4Tercsi. CaM-To MOMIEh Ha TAHIYJIbKH?

— C kem? — ciipocu B otBeT Hukuta. — UTO-TO 51 HUKOTO MOAXOSAIIEro He BHKY Ha TOPH30HTE !

— IloHsATHO, — XOXOTHYJT ApTem. — Y MeHs Ta ke mpodiema.

— S nyman npurnacuts Cepadgpumy, HO ee maraiia MeHs ImyraeT. Majo TOro 4to OH KOJIYH
u3 crapbix wieHoB Kiy6a Kanmoctpo, Tak eme n Hactosimid 6anaut! OT TakuXx Jofen Jiydiie aep-
JKaTbCs OJIbNe. A MITH OAHOMY MHe HeoxoTa. Kcratu, Tel Moxens nmo3Barsk Kierosy. Jdymato,
OHAa HE OTKaXeTCsI.

— Jla Hy TeOs! — pazosnwics ApTeM.
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Hukwra 3BOHKO paccmestics.

— Tak BOT e oHHM! — mocblIaICcs BAPYr €XuAHbIN ronocok lyHu BanumeBoil 3a crimHoM
Aptema. — JIpa 60oTaHuka! SIBHO nenATcs BeYaTICHUSIMU OT HOBBIX UTP WJIH ellle KaKOW-TO HUKOMY
HE UHTEPECHOU epyH/Ibl!

— 4 ynuBneHa, uto Tl BOOOIIE C HUMH JpYXuIllb! — nob6aBuna Jlus. — Y Bac Hu4ero ooirero,
TBI B€/Ib TAKOW KPYyTOii!

— Kpyue, uem TbI fymaelib, AeTKa, — pa3gascs rojioc, ot Koroporo bupiokos noxomnonesn. — Ham
HaJI0 TIO3HAKOMUTHCS TIOOMKe !

Aptem u Hukura, He Bepsi CBOUM yIIIam, Me/IJICHHO OOEPHYJIHCh.

Margeii BopoHuH B HEM3MEHHOU KOXKAaHOW KypTKE, B UEPHBIX KMHCAX U B BBICOKHX apMei-
CKUX OOTHHKAX CTOsUI Tiepe]] HUMU, OJIHOBpeMEeHHO oOHUMas 3a Tanuio [lyHio u ee moapyry Jluo. B
BOJIOCAX MapHs OCEJI0 HECKOJIbKO CHEKMHOK, M OHU He Tasulv. [IeBUYOHKM MPUKUMAIIUCh K HEMY U
KEMaHHO XMXHKaJIH, TApeHb JOBOJIBHO YJIbIOAICS.

Ho XonoaHsblil B3MIsi CTEKJISTHHBIX 713 ObLT TpUKOBaH K Apremy u Hukwure.
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I'1aBa yerBepTas
TainbI KPyT

Jlokycra Besna Karepuny obpatHo B ee koMHaTy. OHM NEpeXOAWIN U3 OJHOTO 3aJIa B IPYrou,
a obuTaTeNu ABOPIA, MY)KUMHBI U JKEHIIIMHBI B IPUUYUIMBBIX HAPSJaX, MOYTUTEILHO PaCcCTYNAIUCh
niepeq HUMU. JIeByIlIKa OTMETHIA, UTO B OfIeXK /1€ MpeodIaaas YepHbIi IIBET M Ha MPUABOPHBIX OBLIO
MHOI'O CBEPKAIOIIMX YKPALIEHUI U3 3€PKAJIbHBIX OCKOJIKOB.

Karepuna Obl1a B KpacHBIX CTEKJISTHHBIX IOCHIEXaX 1 TO U AEJIO CIIBIINIAIA 32 CBOEW CIIMHOU y/IUB-
JIEHHBIN IIETIOT, HO He oOpairana Ha 3To BHUMaHus. [TycTh roBopsT Bee, uTo uM B3aymaercs. OHa He
cobupaiachk nepe KeM-1100 OTYUTHIBaThCA. K TOMY ke HEKOTOpbie U3 MPUABOPHBIX BOOOIIE ObLIN
CTEKJISTHHBIMH, a KTO-TO U Ha JIIoAel-To He OblT noxox. CTpaHHOro Buja 6ecpopMeHHsie (pUrypel,
CJIOBHO COLUEAIINE CO CTPAHUL] KAKOTo-TO (paHTACTUYECKOrO POMaHa.

Korga oHu Bonum B ee KOMHATy, MOJTYNPO3paYHbe IBEPU TUIABHO 3aKPBUIMCH CaMH COOOM.
JlokycTa nozonuia K O0JbIIOMY TUIATSHOMY IIKady M3 CBETIOrO PEe3HOro AepeBa M OTKpbUIA €ro.
BHyTpy Ha U3SAIIHBIX XPYCTalIbHBIX BEIlIAJIKaX BHCEIO MHOTO JJIMHHBIX BEUEpHUX IulaTheB. Bee oHn
ObLIM HEOOBIKHOBEHHO KPACHUBbIE, TIOUYTH HEBECOMBIE, HO TOKE YKpAIlIEHHBIE KEMIYTOM U 3€pKajlb-
HBIMH OCKOJIKAMHU, PA3JIMYHON (POPMBI U BEJIMUUHBI.

— Kakoe b1 x04emb? — cyxo cnpocuia JIokycra.

Karepuna HuKOrIa He HOCMIIA TAKMX TIBIIIHBIX HAPSIOB, MPEAIOUUTAsT UKUHCH U (DyTOOJKHY,
[I03TOMY Ha MIHOBEHME JIa)Ke PACTEPsIaCh.

— 51 He 3Ha10, YTO M BHIOPATH, — MPU3HAIACH OHA.

— Ceronns 1ebs1 OynyT OIEHMBATh, — IIyXO MPOU3HECHA KeHIIUHA. — [loaTomy Tebe Hy:KHO
MIPOM3BECTH caMOoe OJIArONpHUsATHOE BIIeUaTJIeHHe. A MOTOMY HaJileHb BOT 3T0. — OHa CHsIJIa C BEMIAIKH
AJMHHOE OeJoe IJIaThe, PaCIUTOe CBEPKAIOIIMMHU CTPa3aMu.

Karepuna B3si1a ero u, NpuwIoXHUB K cede, MOBEpHY/Iach K OoMbIIoMy 3epkany Ha crene. K
€e YIUBJIEHUIO, JOCIIEXH OKOHYATEJIbHO PACTBOPUJIMCH B BO3/lyX€, MU OHA OCTaJIach JIMILb B HUKHEM
Oenbe. [leBymika ObICTpO HATSHY/IAa Ha ceOs MpeAsIoKeHHOe TUIaThe W MOBEepHYach K JIokycre cnm-
HOM, 4TOOBI Ta 3aCTEerHYJIa KPIOYKH. YIUBUTENBHO, HO IJIaThe CHIEJIO Ha Hell Kak BiuToe. biiectsimuii
IIeJIK, OOJIeraloNuil Teslo, U Oesble KpyXeBa ele OoJblle MOJUYEPKUBAIN €€ CTPOHYI0 (urypy, a
BBICOKMI KPYKEBHON BOPOTHHK, YKPAIIEHHBIN CTpa3aMH, MOAYepKUBaI Oenn3Hy Koxu. OHa BOpyT
BCIIOMHMJIA CTAapbIid IOPTPET U3 MOTARHON KOMHATHI B OCOOHsIKe [lepkaBUHBIX. Mapro Ha Hem Obljia
n300paxeHa B OYeHb MOXOXeM Hapsige, U KarepuHa moHsia, 9TO 3TO IJIaThe JeaeT ee TOUHOM

Komnueu cBoeit Matepu. Moxet, noaromy JIOKycTa u mpeiokuia UMEHHO STOT Hapsij?
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Omna nonHs1a KBepXy BOJIOCHI, 1 JIOKyCTa IOMOIIa e 3aKOJIOTh MX UTMHHBIMU CTEKJISTHHBIMU
IIMUJIBKAMU: TeTepb CXOACTBO ¢ Mapraputoii erie OoJblie YCHITIOCh.

— 4 nymana, Bel ciyxute [lame Teneit, — ckazana Karepuna, modnarogapye ee 3a MoMOIIb. —
Ho BbI 31€CH, B 3TOM JIBOPIIE. . .

Jlokycra X010qHO NOCMOTpeia Ha Hee Yepes3 MPOpe3U CBOEW MACKH.

— Cnyxy, — KUBHYJIa OHa, — HO TBOEMY OTIIy sI [IOMOTal0 I0 JI0OPOU BoJIe U TaliKoM OT Gapo-
Hecchl. Sl He Bpar Tebe, Tak 4To MOXelIb MEeHsI He oracarthcsl. Bpena He mprumHIO.

— Kak ¢ Pe3anoBbivMu? C HUMU BBl He OCOOCHHO 1IEPEMOHUIIUCH.

— MHoro niet Ha3aj s MyTeIeCTBOBAJA 0 MPOBUHIIUAM 3eplaiii CO CBOMMH COPOIMYaMU, —
HeoXuIaHHO TporoBopuiia Jlokycra. — Ha Hac Hananm nojmueicKkue u3 TalHOTo ChICKa U TIepeOrIH
BCEX COMPOBOXJAIONIMX, & MEHS B3sJIM B IUIEH M MPOJAIN B paOcTBO OapoHecce. PykoBooun tem
otpsigom BeeBonon Pe3aHoB, v TOTOMY $1 ¢ paioCThio BOCTIONB30BAJIACh BO3MOKHOCTBIO PACKBUTATHCS
C 9TUM QJTYHBIM Mep3aBlieM. be3BUHHBIN YeloBeK HUKOI/IA He TIOCTPAAAeT OT MOEU PyKH.

— 4 maxe He 3Ha)Ia, — cMyTriIack Karepuna.

— ¥V kaxpgoro u3 Hac — cBo 11e71b, Cectpa Tembl. KTO-TO X0UeT cBoOOMIHL, a KTO-TO. .. — JIoKy-
CTa MPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBAA AEBYIIIKE CBOIO CTEKJITHHYIO PYKY-TIPOTe3, — KakIET MECTU U TOP:KEeCTBa
cripaBesIMBOCTH. U Bce MBI MbITaeMcsl JOOUTBHCS KeJIaeMOro CaMbIMU Pa3HBIMU METOJaMu. BhIIio
TaK, YTO BCE COILIOCH Ha TeOe. TOoMbKO Thl MOXKEIbh TOMOYb CBOEMY OTILY, & 3A0/IHO ¥ MHE JIOCTUYb
Hamux 1esei. [loromy Mbl 1 00beIMHUIMCH pajiv o0mero Oara. M He TObKO MBI.

— A xTO *e emie?

— Ceiiyac Thl TO3HAKOMHUIIILCS C APYTUMU WICHAMH Hallero HeOOJbIIOro TaiHoro Kpyra. s
9TOrO W ycTpauBaercs 3ToT 0de/. M moMHuU: Mbl Bo3naraeM Ha TeOst OOJIbIIe HAIEK bl

— I Bcero uIb X0Tesna BEPHYTHCS JIOMOM U CIIACTH CBOMX OJIM3KUX, — YIPYyUEHHO MPOU3HECa
Karepuna. — Ho mouemy-To Bce BO3JIaraioT Ha MeHsI Kakue-TO Hajaekabl! A Bellb s OOBIKHOBEHHAs
JIeBUOHKa !

Tonkue ryob JIOKYCThI TPOHYJIA JIETKast YbIOKA.

— OOBIKHOBEHHAsI IEBUOHKA He Tepeskuia Obl BCETO, UTO CITyYMIIOCh ¢ ToOoM. A erie TeMHbI
['mamop. .. DTo He CTOJBKO J1ap, CKOJIBKO MPOKJIsATHE. Thl HUKOTAA yke He Oynentb OObIKHOBEHHOM,
KatepuHa, Kak 3T0 HU PUCKOPOHO.

Omna nofonIa K ABEpsiM U MPHIJIACKIIa JEBYIIKY ClIeIOBaTh 3a HEHl.

Ta OblJTa HEMHOTO HaIyraHa, HoO BMECTe ¢ TeM U 3auHTpuroBaHa. Cefiuac eif OTKpOeTCcsi MHOTOE
U3 TOTO, YTO OHA TaK Xaxaajia y3Hath, U Katepuna yxe tepsiia tepnenue. Oren... On xuB. U oH
Nmmneparop 3epraiun. OHa He 3HaJIa, Kak K 3TOMY OTHOCUThCA. Y Hee Ha rla3ax oH yout Pe3aHoBBIX
u KopHenuyca, a MOTOM yCTpowII el Takylo CypoByIo IpoBepKy. Ho mpy 3ToM UCKpeHHe pagoBajics
BcTpeye. .. Vnm, o KpaiiHeil Mepe, XOTell IOKa3aTh CBOIO PajoCTh.

W B TO ke Bpemsi OHa OlIyIala CKPBITYIO ONACHOCTb, UCXOASAIILYIO OT AJslekcaHipa JlepxaBiHa.
Karepuna pemmiia ObITh OCTOPOXXKHEE U HE J€NaTh MOCHEIHBIX BHIBOAOB. CHavyala OHa BBICTYIIAET
€ro, a IOTOM PEIIUT, KaK K HEMY OTHOCHTBCS.

JleByIiIka B MOC/IEHUI pa3 B3MJIsIHYJIA Ha ceOsl B 3ePKaJIO U, TIOHSIB, UTO HUKOT/IA e1Ile He BBITIs-
JeJ1a TaK BEJIMKOJIEIHO, rocienoBana 3a JIokycToi.

OHHM UK TIO UIMHHBIM CBETJIBIM KOPUJIOpaM, OTPaXasiCh B CTEKJITHHBIX TOJIaX ¥ MHOTOYHMC-
JIEHHBIX 3€pKajlaxX, pa3BelaHHbIX Mo cTeHaM. JIOKycTa XpaHuiia MOJTYaHUE U IBUTANIACH YAUBUTEIBHO
JIeTKO, Tak, yto KarepuHa paxe He ciplmnana ee maroB. Kazanoch, JeHIMHA Mapuia Hajl MMoJIoM, a
ee 1uieid b1 3a Heil. OHU MPOXOAMIM MUMO KpacuBeNIIMX (DOHTAHOB U3 XPYyCTassi, MUMO yAU-
BUTEJIBHBIX CTaTyi, KOTOpble 0OOpauYMBAIMCh BCIIE/ AEBYIIKE, MUMO MOCTAMEHTOB C 3aCTBHIBIIMMHU
HeHTypruoHamu. JIokycTa He Mpou3HOCKIa HU cjioBa. Bekope mMomuanue craio tarotuts Kartepuny.
YrtoObl XOTh KaK-TO 3aBsI3aTh Oecely, OHa CIIPOCHIIA:

— Bu1 Buenn Haraiy?

— Hogyo npotexe Jambl Tenein? — yroununa Jlokycra.
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— Bunumo, na, — kuBHyna Karepuna. — 3HauuT, MOM MOJO3PEHUS BEPHBI U OHA JIEHUCTBUTETLHO
y Hee? Kak ona tam?

— V¥V Hee Oosbiliie TIOKOU B OOCHIIAHOBOM 3aMKe. [leByIlka ouapoBaHa OapOHECCOU W MCIIbI-
THIBA€T CUJIbHBIC YyBCTBA K TemHeiiieMy. OHa cyacTivBa U HIYero He BUIUT JaJiblile KOHYMKa CO0-
CTBEHHOTO HOCA.

— B Toke 310 morumaete? [louemy ke OHa cama 3TOro He 3amevaeT? — OrOpYeHHO CITPOCHIIA
Karepuna.

— JII060Bb TOJIKAET JTI0AeH Ha TTyIble OCTYIKH.

— Ho ona mo6utr Kupuyia! CumnariaHoro napssi, XynoxkHuka ¢ 3emiun. A TemuHenmmil —
yKaCHbI MOHCTp C Yelllyi4aTeiMU LynayibiiaMu! OH HUKOrJa He MOKa3bIBaJICs MHE MOJHOCTBIO, HO
Y YBUJICHHOTO XBAaTWJIO, YTOOBI 51 TIepernyraiach 1o cMepTd. OH JMIIb Ucronb3oBai Teso Kupua!
[Touemy Harara He 3amMevaeT ero MICTUHHOM CYIIIHOCTH?

— OHa 3TOro He MOHUMAeT. A MOXET, POCTO HE XOUYET MIOHUMATh.

— S nopaxatoch Hatamke, — ckazasia Karepuna. — MHe oHa Bcerja ka3ajiach O4eHb YMHOU U
paccyautenbHO. .. Ho coBepiaeT Takue ykacHble MOCTYIKH.

— D10 M000BB, — MoBTOpMIIA JIoKycTa. — Koro-to oHa nmpeBparaer B IIIymnioB, pyrux ke ToJ-
KaeT Ha MojiBUTu. MHe 3TO 3HAKOMO He TOHACJIBIIIKE. . .

Karepuna c untepecom B3isiHysa Ha JIOKyCTy, HO M3-3a MacKU BbIpaKeHUsI JIMLIA TOM HEBO3-
MOXHO OBLJIO pas3riisaeTh.

— Bl TOXE MIOOMIN? — cripocuia JeBYIIIKA.

— W no cux nop moomo. Ho obcrositenbeTBa ObLM CUJIbHEE HAC, M MHE JIIOOOBH TIPUHECTA
TOJIBKO OJJHU cTpajianus. Tak u ¢ TBoel ObiBIIel noxapyroil. OHa Toxe OylneT cTpajarh, HO MOKa U
HE MOJ03peBaeT 00 ITOM.

— Ho Ham HyxHO u3baButh Hatanny ot Bcero atoro! BepHyTh ee oOpaTHo!

— Ona K BaM He BepHercsi, — otBeTmia JlokycTa. — § BUXy ee Kaxaplil ieHb. OHa BBINISAUT
OYeHb CYACTIIMBOM, IOSTOMY YTOBOPHUTH €€ He yaacTcs. [Toka oHa cama He MOMMET, U4TO COBEpIIaeT
OIMOKY, HUKTO He B CHJIaX yOeauTh ee B OOpaTHOM.

TemHeWlui — ApeBHUN 3JI0M JIEMOH, XKMBOE BOILIOIIEHUE TeMHOW 3Hepruu, a ®puga dpon
[Inubie — cuibHeInas BeibMa TOro MUpa, Ho [ist Hataim oHu cTaimy JyqimMu Apy3bsiMu. bapo-
Hecca TPy KeJIAHUU MOXeT OBITh OUYeHb MUJION JKEHIIIMHOM. A KOrja OoHa MOKaXeT CBOE MCTUHHOE
JIMIIO, CTAHET YK€ CIUIIKOM TO3HO, YTOOBI YTO-TO U3MEHHMT. . .

— Boi Tojke moctpagamu ot Hee? — cnpocuna Karepuna.

JlokycTta ocTaHOBMJIACH U TIOBEPHYJIACh K OMKafIeMy 3epKaiy.

— B3misHu Ha MeHs1, — TXO MPOM3HECA OHA, TOJHAB PYKU. — YacTh MOEro Tesa MOJHOCTBIO
CTeKJIsTHHAS. §] BBIHY’K/IEeHa HOCUTh MACKY, IOTOMY YTO BEPXHsIsl 4YacCTh JIMIA OTIIUTA U3 CEPeOPUCTOrO
creka. [11e4o u pyka, 4acThb TyJIOBUIIA M HOTA Y MEHsI 3aMEHEeHbI CTEKJISTHHBIME (pparmenTamu. [1o
cyTd, g ypoa. U BuHoit Bcemy [lama Teneil. I3-3a Hee s crasia Takou.

— Ho BbI Bep citykuTe el Bepoll U paBJoy, — yauswiack Karepuna.

— Bcee He tak npocto, Cectpa Tembl. MHoro Jsiet Hazan ciayru damsl TeHell BHIKYIWIN MEHS
y TIOJIMIIEHCKUX Y YHECI B MOHACTHIPh 3epKAJIbHBIX BelbM. Kak ¥ MHOTUM JIpyruM MOOPOCTKaM,
00J1a 1AM HeOOBIYHBIMU CTTIOCOOHOCTSIMH, MHE ObUJIa YTOTOBaHA CyAb0a CTaTh COJIIATOM B 0CO0OM
reapauu Mmmeparopa. Ho okazasnock, 4To 51 BlaJieio CUIIbHOM Marvey, U 3T0 3aMHTEpecoBaIo Oapo-
Heccy. OHa 3a0pajia MeHsI U3 MOHACTBIPS U CleJiasia CBOSH CITy’KaHKOM, a UTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh MEHS
MIOBUHOBATHCSI, OHA MpHKa3aia Kpacnoit AdOaruce B3SITh y MEHsI KPOBb M OTJINTh KPUCTAJUTUILY, Clie-
JlaB MeHsI CBoell Be4HOW padbiHel. C TeX caMbIX MOp s He MOIJIa BEPHYThCS JOMOM, HE MOIJIa YBU-
JeTh CBOMX POIHBIX M Onmm3kux. OHa CHIION 3acTaBiisiyla MEHsI TIOMOTaTh € B TEMHBIX pUTYyaslax, U
s BUjIeNa y’KacHble Bel. HUKTO He OMKeH BUAETh Takoe... DTU 3HaHUs MeHsIoT joaeil. Ho co
BpPEMEHEM 51 CMUPUJIACh.

— BbI He IbITaIKCh BBIKPACTh CBOIO KpUCTALIMLY ? — TUXO cripocuia KarepuHa.
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— MHoro pa3 s nbITanack HailT ee. Ho 6apoHecca npsyeT KpUCTaUTUIBl CBOMX MPUOIMKEH-
HBIX B 0OCOOOM TailHMKE, M1 HUKTO HE 3HAEeT, IJie OH HaxoguTcs. Ho 4To MHE TONKY OT 3TOM KYKJIbI?
Pa3pymmts 3akiiATHe 51 HE CMOTY, MHE He JaHO MpouecTh TeKCThl Terparona. Coexarb ¢ KpucTas-
JMJION 5 TOXe He Mory, Beab Jlama TeHeit MeHs cpa3y otsiieT. [ToaToMy npuxoauaoch u3o0paxarb
MOKOPHOCTb M UCIIONIHATH ee NpuKasbl. K ToMy ke s gymaiia, oHa HeHUT MeHs... Ho onuH snu3on
packpbl1 MHE I71a3a Ha npoucxonsiiee. S muib ciyxanka i Jamsl TeHell, oHa HU BO YTO MeHS
HE CTaBUT U aOCOJIOTHO HE OPOXUT MOei Ku3HbI0. Heckonbko JieT Hazan BracTtennHbl MbITaanch
OTKPBITh MOPTaJT HAa 3eMJII0, HO BCE 3aKOHYMJIOCH TU1aueBHO. [lepes 3TuM OHM OTIIpaBUJIM B TBOM MUP
3epKaJIbHYIO BEIbMY, YTOOBI OHA TIOMOTJIA UM Ha TOW CTOPOHE.

— 4 caprimana 06 aTom, — ckazana Karepuna. — OHu ucronb3oBaiu TpraHOH, HO MPOU3OIIIENT
B3pBIB U NIOXKAp.

— BepHo, — MemieHHo kuBHYNa JIokycta. — Bee copBasioch M3-3a TOro, 4TO HE BCE YCJIOBUS
putyana O coOmoneHsl. [lopran B MarmueckoM 3epKajie OTKPBLICS, M Mbl CTOSUTM BO3JIE HEro,
oXujas, 4YT0 MPOU30KAET Aajblie. bapoHecca xoTena marHyTe B HEro, HO B MOCJIEIHUII MOMEHT
ucnyrajiack. OHa TOJKHYJIA BOepel MeHs. DToro s He oxuaana... Ho skcniepument He ynaics. U s
3acTpsisia B IOpTaJie, YBS3HYB B KUIIAIIEM CTekJie. Putyan Tyt xe npepsascs, TemHelmii Obl1 BHE
ce0s1 OT rHeBa. A ... YacTh MOero Tejia HaBceraa ocTajiach B TOM MPOKJIATOM 3epkaje. 51 mpeBpa-
tunack B Kajieky. [lozxe lama Teneit ¢ momorpio unxxeHepo [losenurens Kykon Bocco3aaiu moe
TeJIO, 3AMEHUB YTPAaue€HHOE CTEKJISIHHBIMU IIpOoTe3aMu. 1 czienana BUj, YTO CMUPUIIACh, HO UMEHHO
TOrjAa f MOKJISIACh, UTO OTOMILY 3a Bce. bapoHecca ke 10 cMX MOp CUMTAeT, YTo 51 XpaHIo €l Bep-
HOCTb. [la 1 Mos Kpucraimaa Bee emie XxpaHutes y Hee. Ho 4 TaitHo nomoraio 1Boemy otiy. OH
caM xoueT u30aBuThCs oT Biact Jamel Tenelt, u 1t 3Toro emy HykHa Thl. Tak 4TO MBI Ha TeOs
HajieeMmcsi, Cectpa ThbMbl.

Karepuny Bce erie HEMHOTO KOpPOOMJIO OT STOTO MPO3BUINA.

— Ilouemy Bbl MEHS Tak Ha3biBaeTe? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— [Totomy uto 310 TBOE HOBOE MMS. Besl apucTokparus 3eprainu, Bce Mard ¥ YepHOKHUXK-
HUKH, KOTOpble COOEpYyTCsl BCKOPE B 9TOM 3aMKe, 3HaloT TeOs He kKak Karepuny [lepxaBuny, a Kak
Cecrpy Tembl. [1pusbikaii! Mens Toxe ctanu 3BaTh JIOKYCTOM TOJIBKO MOCIIE TTIOXUILIEHUS.

— A Kak 3ByuMT Baile Hacrosuiee ums? — cupocusa Karepuna.

— Munapa. Ho yxe MHOro JIeT HUKTO He Ha3blBaJl MEHsI TaK, — TPyCTHO ITpomosBuia Jlokycra. —
A Ttenepb naBaii moroponumcs. [Ipubnkaercs BpeMs odena, roctu MimmepaTtopa yxke HaBepHsKa
KIYT HAC 3 CTOJIOM.

OnHa ykpaakol cMaxHyJa NOSIBUBLIYIOCS M3-TI0J MAacKW CJIE3WHKY M JABHMHYJIACh Jajblle 110
KOPU/ODY.

Karepuna pemmina He MponoimkaTh paccpochl, OHa MOHsiIa, 4yTo JIoKycTe u 6e3 Toro ceiuac
TSKEJ0. DTOU KEeHIIMHE JENCTBUTEBHO MPUIILJIOCh MHOTO BBICTpaiaTh, U Katepuna ceiiuac B3is-
HYJIa Ha HEE€ COBEPILEHHO JPYTUMHU ITIa3aMHU.

OHM OTKPBLIM NOCJIEIHUE JABEPH U OKA3aJIMCh B OTPOMHOM, SIPKO OCBEIIEHHOM 3asie. CTeHbl
Y BUTBIE KOJIOHHBI, TOJ/IEPKUBAIOILNE CBOJIbl, OTJIMBAJIM 30JI0TOM, TMTAHTCKHE JIIOCTPBI U3 XpyCTals,
Ka3aJIoCh, APUJIM B BO3AyXe. 3a OONBIIUMH, BO BCIO CTEHY, OKHAaMH BHHEIWCH OAlllHU ABOPIA,
MeXJy KOTOPbIMU BBICWJIMCh IMI'AHTCKHE CTEKJISIHHbIE c(pepsl, O-BUAMMOMY opaHxkepeu. B 1en-
Tpe 3aJ1a CTOSUT AJIMHHBIA CTOJI, IOKPBITHINA OEJIOi CKaTepThio, BOKPYT HETO BO3BBIIAIMCH BBICOKHUE
KpecJya, OTIUThIe U3 KpacHOTo cTekja. Clly)KaHKH B YEPHBIX IIAThsIX U O€JIbIX KPY)KEBHBIX MEPEIHU-
Kax pacKJaaplBaiu nepes roctsamu Vimmeparopa npruOopsl.

Cam Anekcanjp JlepxaBrH Bocceias BO IJIaBe CTOJIa B KPeciie ¢ CaMOM BBICOKOW CITUHKOM. OH
ObLT B POCKOIIIHOM OJIESTHUH U3 IyPITypHOro Oapxara ¢ BBICOKMM CTOSTYMM BOpPOTHMKOM. Ha rpymau
Nmrnieparopa Ha 30710TOM 1IENU CUSLT KPACHBIN 3epLIEKJIMKOH.

[IInem B Buzie KpacHOro yepera Jiexal psiioM Ha CHIeLIaIbHOM MOJCTaBKe.

Korga Karepuna Bolwia, OTel| BCTal U C yIBIOKOW MPOTSIHYJ K HEH PyKH.
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— A BOT M MO4 J104b, TOCIIONA, — Mpou3Hec OoH. — KarepuHa [lep:xaBuna. Hama Hajgexaa Ha
Oymy1ee, Ha BOBMOKHOCTb M3MEHHUTh 3TOT MUp!

JleBy1iKa B CMYIIEHMM OCTaHOBMJIACh, HO JIOKyCTa jKeCTOM IpHUITIachiia ee CJeJOBaTh 3a HEu.
[Tpunuiocs nogunnutekes. [laras k crony, 3a koropbim cunen Mmneparop, Karepuna okunyna npu-
CyTCTBYIOUIMX B3MUIs1I0M. [1o JIeBy1o pyKy OT OTLIa CUAEN Xy/IOILaBblii My )KUMHA JIET cOpoka. brienHas
KOKa TaK TYro OOTSATMBAJA €r0 YIUIMHEHHBI Yepel, YTO Ha BUCKaX BUAHENHNCh CUHUE TPOKUIKH
KPOBEHOCHBIX cocyloB. Ero mymHHbIE YepHbIe BOJIOCH OBbUTM 3auecaHbl Ha3a] M HUCHAOadd BHOJb
CIIMHBI, TIOYTH CJIMBASICh C YTOJIBHO-YEPHBIM KOCTIOMOM M3 OJIECTSIIETO IIeKa. Y He3HAKOMI[a ObLIn
CJIETKA YJUIMHEHHBIE YEePThI JIMLIA U OCTPOKOHEUHBIE YIIH, TUIOTHO Mpuileraoiye K ronose. Ha ero
TPy CBEpPKaJl MAaCCUBHBIN XPYCTaIbHBII MEIAIbOH.

Psynom ¢ aum Boccenana rpacgpuns Buonerra Illagypckast B BEIMKOIETHOM KPYKEBHOM I1J1aThe
TEMHO-CUHero 11BeTa. Ee BoJoCkl ObLIM YJI0KEHBI B BBICOKYIO MTPUYECKY Y YKPAILIEHbl CTPAyCHHBIMU
yepHbIMU TiepbsiMU. Psaiom ¢ Helt KareprHa yBuzena. .. [leByliika HEBOJIBHO ckajla KyJIaKku.

Ha nee cmotpena [lenbguna.
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I'1aBa naras
IIpupo:K/1eHHbIN aKTep

o T

Wpuna KnenoBa o0orHysia 3MMHUIA caJi, IOBEPHYJIA 32 Yrojil U e[Ba yCIena YBEepHYTbCS OT
TOJINIBI TPEThEKJIACCHUKOB, HECYIIIUXCSI B CTOPOHY HIKOJIBHOTO Oypera. Takue 3a0eru ciyyaiuch B
IIKOJIBHBIX KOPUAOPAX MOCTOSTHHO, M OOBIYHO OHA COOMI0AAIa OCTOPOKHOCTD, HO CETOHS 3a0bLIaCh.
Bce u3-3a MpauHbIX MBICIIEH, KOTOpPBIE B TIOCJIEHEE BpeMsl IOCTOSTHHO KPYTHJIVCh B €€ TOJIOBE.

— Ilcuxu! — kpukHysaa MpuHa BIOrOHKY pedsiTaM, HO HUKTO U3 HUX €€ JIa)Ke He YCIIBIIIAIL.

OnHu OBICTPO CKPBUIHCH 32 JBEPBIO, & €1 MPHUIIIOCh OTCKOUUTDb B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI HE OBITh CMe-
TEHHOM ellle OTHUM CTaJIOM OTOJIOJABIINX OM30HOB.

Koraa Bce mporonogapiyecs: mpoMyaiich MEMO U KOpuop omycten, VipuHa ogepHyna cBoit
MYXOBUK W JIBUHYJAch Jaiibiiie. HaBcTpeuy eil UM IEBUOHKU M3 TeaTPaJbHOTO KPYKKa B O€JbIX
KocTiomMax ¢ Onectkamu, — [lnana Moprynoa, Hactst Koctuna u Anmna ®apuxpsHoBa. 3aMbikaia
mectBue Onecs XyasKkoBa, pyKOBOAUTEIbHULA KPYKKa U offHOKIaccHua Knennosoii. puna 3Hana
BCEX, HO OJIM3KO C HUMM He oOImanack. Tearpasbl Bcera Ka3aauch € IyMHBIMUA U JUKHMHU, TI0 ee
MHEHHUIO, Y TIOJIOBMHBI U3 HUX MO3IY ObLTM HaOeK peHb. Ho TMYHO eil Hu4ero 1mioxoro OHU He cliesaim,
MO3TOMY C JIEBYOHKAMH OHA Bcerna Oblia MpUBeTINBa. VIprHa MpUTOpMO31ia, YTOOB! MTPOMYCTUTD
UX, ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOHIIe KOpHJOpa MoKa3aiack 3aByu [ ammHa [lerpoBHa.

— ®apuxbssHOBA! — rapKHYyJIa OHA TaK, YTO BCE MOICKOUMIIN.

— 310 He 4! — TyT e BO3MyTUJIach Anna.

— Yro, He ThI? — IPO3HO CIIPOCHUJIA 3aBYY.

— A 0 ueM uzer peus? — NOMHTEPECOBaIach AUa.

— Kro ceituac urpan B 60yJIMHT 3aMOPOKEHHOM KypHIlei?! — cripocuiia 3aByd, MeJIEHHO TPH-
ommkasicek. — Psagom co crommoBoii?! Cimbanu B kopuaope Oy ThUIKH U3-TT0J] ra3upoBKU ! MHe ckazaiy,
YTO 3TO JEJI0 PYK JAEBYOHOK U3 TeaTPaTbHOTO!

— beccoBectHo BpyT! — ckazasa [luana.

— Bepno! — nonreepania Hacts. U B 3T0T MOMEHT U3 KapMaHa ee NMUKaka BbIBAJIWIICS IIApUK
CKOMKaHHO¥ YITakoBOYHOU Oymaru. — Yepr!

Ona xotena nogHATH ero, Ho [anuna [leTpoBHa, HECMOTPsI HA CBOW TPY3HBIN BEC, OKa3aJach
npoBopHee. 3aBy4 KuHYyJach K KOCTHHOI 1 BhIXBaTHIa OyMakKy y Hee U3-TI0J] HOca.
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— OxnaxJeHHble KypHUHble TyIIKH! — mpounTasa oHa. — Hy-Hy!

Bce yetBepo TyT ke modieqHe M 1 CTald OHOTO I[BETA CO CBOMMH KOCTIOMAaMHU.

— Kak xopoi110, 4To BBl MHE MONAIMCh! — TPOMOIIACHO BIKpUKHYJIA ['amHa [erpoBna. — Ha
MIPE/ICTOSIIIIEM HOBOTOIHEM ITpa3JHUKE Y HAC BBINA U3 IPOrpaMMbl OH Homep! B Haka3aHue BMe-
CTO HEro BbI TIOITOTOBUTE COOCTBEHHOE BBICTYILJICHHE !

—Yro?! — Bosmytuiack Ounecst. — Kakoii erie Homep?! Mbl 4 Tak B MIOCTaHOBKE J1J1s1 IEPBOKJIA-
1IeK y4yacTByem!

— A s cueHapuii 1Sl Ipa3iHMKa nucana! — 3asswia Hacrs.

— Crutsiere 9to-HUOYIL! — paBHOAYIITHO CKa3aia 3aByd. — [lenoB-To!

— 41 BoOOIIIE-TO TOM0, a He TaHIyo! — Bo3paswia [uaHa.

— Byner tebe ypok, Kak TBOPHUTH B Hallled IIKoJIe pasHble 6e300pasust! — pssBkHyaa [anmna
[erpoBHa. — $1 Bce ckazana, U HUKAaKUX OoJbIe OTTOBOPOK! ['0TOBbTE HOMEp, WU I BBI3OBY IS
pasroBopa BallllX poauTesei!

W oHa, ropao nogHsB rojoBy, 3amiaraia npovb. JJeBYOHKH OIapaliieHHo IJIsSAeN eid BCIe.

— DTo HU B KaKue BOpOTa He Jie3eT! — BoCKJIMKHYa [Iuana.

— Hacrosimuii mpousBosn! — cornacuiach Aniaa.

— MHe konen! — yoursiM roiocom npousHecia Hacts. — Hano 6bu10 cpasy BBIKUHYTB 3Ty MPO-
KJISITYI0 00epTKY !

— W nepHyn Hac yepT yCTpOUTh UTPY Y Bcex Ha BuAy! — cokpymanack Onecsl.

— TyT BBI ¥ B caMOM JieJie OIUIOIIAIN! — CMesICh, MPUCOeTUHMIACH K HUM MpuHa. — §1 naBHO
YCBOMJIA: XOYEIIIb YTO-TO HATBOPUTH, YOEAUCH, UTO MOOIM30CTH HET cBueTesner! OqHako OOYIMHT C
KypHlLel — ommuHast Mbicib! Hano Oyner kak-HUOYAb OnpoooBarh. . .

— A 3Haerb, Kak ObUTO Becello! — XoxoTHy/Ma Anuja. — TOJBKO BOT Tereph pacrulauuBaThCs
3a 3T0...

— By mMost Bosist, st ObI BOOOIIE HA TOT Beuep He Molua, — npusHanack Jnana. — Ho teneps
HE OTBepTeThCs !

— Jla m Kakuie 3 Hac TaHopbl?! — BockmkHyna Hactsi. — OTphIBOK M3 MbECHI MBI €I1le MOKEM
cocTpsmark, HO He 6osee Toro! Kto BooOIIIe puyMast ST0T HOBOTOIHUH Mpa3IHuUK ?!

— Xopoltio, 4To 51 B HEM He 33/IeliCTBOBaHa, — ¢ oOJeryeHreM npousnecia Vpuna.

— ThI gaxe He npeacTaBIiselb, Kak Tede moe3no! C KakuM Obl YIOBOJIILCTBUEM s ceiiyac KOro-
HUOYb THYIa! — 3asBuna Onecsl.

— O, kak MHe 3T0 3HaKoMoO! — corntacuiiack Mpuna. OHa Bce elie He OToIIIa OT CThIUKY ¢ JIuen
u [lyHeii.

— KnenmoBa! — pasganca c3agu okpuk ['aynunsl [letpoBHel. — He nymaii, 4to ocraHemibcsi B
cropore! C 1ebst MoHbINA (POTOOTYET O MPA3THUKE U CTAThsl HA CalTe IIKOJbI!

— Bor mpsaBon! — Mpuna ¢ qocaioi XJjonHysa ceds o Jjoy.

JIeBUOHKHM M3 TeaTpajbHOTO KPYKKa MOKATUIIUCh CO CMEXY.

— INoka, Mpunka! Yeuaumcs Ha npa3zaauke! — Onecs U ee MOJONEUHble IOMaxaJli €i U BCKOpe
CKPBUIKCH 32 YIJIOM, M BOKPYT BAPYT CTAJIO COBCEM THXO.

Wpuna ocranack B kopugope oqHa. OHa Bcer/a JiioOuia rocjeiHue IHU Niepe]] KaHUKy1amu. B
IIKOJIE POMCXOANIIO MHOTO BCET'O MHTEPECHOTO, a HA 3aHATHSI XOIUThH Y:Ke ObLIIO He HyXHO. PaboTtanu
JIMIIb CHOPTUBHBIE CEKIMU, KPYKKH, TPOBOIMIUCH (PaKyJIbTATHBBI 110 PA3TMYHBIM MPEeMETaM ISt
TeX, KTO OTCTaBal B y4yeOe, HO Ha IOM HUYEro He 3aJaBajii. DTO JIM He cYacThe?

UroObl 10OpaThCs 10 YIUTETBCKOM, €l 0CTaBaJIOCh JIWIIL TIOMHATLCSA Ha BTOpou Tax. MpuHa
BBIIILIA HA JIECTHUILY, ¥ TYT MEpeJl €€ I1a3aMH YTO-TO SIPKO OJIECHYJIO.

Ona cHavasa pemmia, 4To 3TO BEPHYJICS KTO-TO U3 TeaTPAIbHOIO KPYKKa U Terieph CBEPKaeT
niepe]] Hell OJIeCTKaMM CBOEro KOCTIOMa, HO BCe OKa3aioch He Tak. [lepen nmumom MprHbl Ha TOHKO#M
IIETIOYKe MOKAYMBAIMCh KPACHBbIE CTAPMHHBIE KAPMaHHbIE Yachl B cepeOPsTHOM KOpITyce, U, CJIOBHO
Ha Hee HallIo KaKoe-TO HaBaXJeHHe, OHa He MOIJIa OTOPBaTh OT HUX IJIa3.

27



E. I'amoeB. «IlanTeon»

[lenouky yacoB epxkajil He KTO MHOM, Kak MIHHOkeHTHi BecT n THxo mporoBapuBan Kakue-
1O cnoBa. OH cMOTpeJ IPAMO Ha JIEBYIIKY, U € Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO €ro IJIa3a CTAHOBSTCS Bce OOJbIle U
oospie. OHa CJIOBHO TOHYJA B HUX. Teio ee cnaeno, HOrM MOJKAIIMBAIUCh, €llle HEMHOTO, U OHa
pyxHet Ha noi. OpHako yackl ¥ B30I becra He oTnyckanu ee.

HWpuHa xoTesna ObUIO 3aKpUYaTh, HO BCe BAPYT IOMEPKJIO Nepe]] ee I71a3aMu, ¥ OHa TIOTPy3uIach
B TbMY.

Marseii, npuiypuBIIACh, cMOTpesl Ha Aprema u Hukuty, a Jlus u [lyHs pa3misapiBaiu ero
CaMoro.

— ThI Takoit cnagkuit, — mpoBopkoBana JyHsi. — Tak Obl 1 chena!

— Te6e nummb Ob1 OeCcTh! — peBHKUBO 3asBWIA Jlus. — U BooOine, s nepsas ero ypuaena! Thl-
TO OTKy/a B3sijlach?!

— JleBOUKH, HE HY)KHO M3-3a MEHSI CCOPUThCS, — 3acMesuics MarBeil. — MeHs BIOJIHE XBaTUT
Ha Bac ooeux!

Jlus u [lyHs ¢ HEHaBUCTBIO 3BIPKHY/IU APYT Ha Apyra. Aprem U Hukura ObIcTpo nepersaHy-
mmck. [lepes HUIMU TOUHO cTOsIT MaTBel, HO B TO K€ BpeMsi 3TO ObUT He OH. ApTeM cpa3y 3TO MOHSL.
Hcyesno 4to-To, 4TO JIesaio ero TeM NapHeM, KOTOPOro OHM XOpoIno 3Hanu. JoOpoayiume, CKpom-
HOCTb, UICKPEHHsIs1 YJIBIOKa — 3TOro Oosibiiie He Obl10. CTEKJISTHHBINA TUT, CTOSIIME TIepe HUIMH, UCTO-
YaJl HarJIoCTh U CKPBITYIO yIpo3Yy.

— Tr1? — cyxo npousHec Hukura.

— JlaBHO He BUJIENIUCh, — OCKJIabuIics Jioke-Marseit. — [ToroBopum?

— Tonbko He 37ech, — oTBeTII Jlerocraes.

Omnu 6bICTpO OrIsiIenuch BOKpyr. B pazaeBankax OacceiiHa ceiiuac CIMIIKOM MHOTOJIONHO, B
KOPHIOpE MM TOXe He JayT CIIOKOWHO MOOOIIAThCs. ApTeM KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY TPEHAKEPHOTO 3aJ1a.

JIxe-MartBeii HEXOTS OTITYCTUJI XMXUKAIOIIMX JEBUOHOK U IOJMUTHYJI M.

— Berperumcs nosike, MUJIAIIKy, — pa3BA3HO CKa3al OH. — MHe ¢ 3TUMU JBYMs NPUATEISMU
HAJI0 KOE-YTO OOCY/IUTb.

— A Tl 0O4eHb MUJI, — iporoBopuiia yHs. — U ropasno musnee, koraa ep:kaBuHoi HET psaoMm!

— Ha HoBoroanuit Beuep npugenib? — cnpocuia Jlus.

— Kak s Mory Takoe npomycTuth! — ycMeXHYJICSI JONTenbranrep. — Bol Beib Toxke Tam Oyziete!

—INo3Bonu MHe. — [lyHs1 BHITalMIIa U3 CYMKH JIMCTOK OyMaru v, HarvcaB Ha HEM HOMep CBOETO
TenedoHa, MpoTsAHya Juke-Marsero. — MeHsI TPUITIacHIIN yKe HECKOJIBKO MaJIbUMILIEK, HO 51 JOJIKHA
BBIOpPATh JIUIIH OJJHOTO, CAMOTO KPYyTOro!

— U 1b1 He Tiporajaenip, netka! — Jixe-MatBeii yOpa 3aImucKy B KapMaH KYPTKH.

— W mue 380HU! — JIUsi TOXXE MPOTsIHY/IAa €My HOMEP CBOEro TeliedoHa.

— Oi1, KTO-TO XOAMT MO Kpalo MpOIacTy, — HEJOBOJBHO MOKOCUJIACh Ha Hee [lyHs.

— D10 MBI enle nocMoTpuM! — (pbipkHysa B oTBET JlUs.

Hyns u Jlusd, 3a1paB HOCHI, 3al1araji B CTOPOHY KEHCKOM pa3ieBasiku. Korna oHu cKpbuMCh
3a JBepbIo, Jhke-MarBeil cpasy ke repectan yabl0aThCsl U, TOJNKHYB CTPAHHO 3aTBEpPICBLIMM ILie-
yoM ApTema, HallpaBujcs B TpeHakepHbli 3a1. Ha ux cyactbe, TaM HUKTO He 3aHuMaiics. Hukuta
1 ApTeM BOIIUIM CJIEIOM M 3aKpbUIM Bepb. MHOrOUMCIEHHbIE TPEHAKEPhl TOOTECKUBAIIN B CBETE
JIOMUHECLIEHTHBIX JlaMn. Ha cTtosie MHCTpyKTOpa AbIMUJIACK Yallka ¢ Kode, 3HAUYUT, OH MOTI Bep-
HYTbCS B JIIOOOH MOMEHT.

— Kakoro uepra Tbl cloga npuraimuics? — CEpaAuTo Cpocui Aprem.

— O, — BBIJOXHYJI JIONIIEJIbraHrep, pasmisablBasi TPEHAXEPHl, — Pa3Be TaKk pa3roBapUBAIOT CO
CTapbIMU JIpY3bsIMU ?

— C npy3bssMu 51 Obl TOBOPHJI TO-ApyromMy. Thl He MatBeii.
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— A KTO ke? — ¢ HeBUHHBIM BUJIOM B3IJISIHYJI HA ApTeMa IpHILeiell.

— Tor, KTO 3aH41 ero Tejo!

— Tak BBI yXke B Kypce, — 3I00HO yXMBUTbHYJICS Aomrienbranrep. HukuTa npe3purensHo CMOT-
pen Ha Hero, XpaHsa mMonyanue. — Yrto 3k, 310 Bce ynpouaer. Mens npuciaia rocnoxa ['eprpyna.
Omna xouer 3Hatb, rae Peodanus npsuer Tperbe 3epkano TpuaHoHa. I He cMor mpoYnTaTh 3TOrO B
MBICJISIX BAIllero MPUSTENsl, BUIUMO, CTapyXa XpaHHa 3TO B CEKpeTe.

— 310 nenaer el yecTb, — npousHec Hukura. — OHa nopo3peBaia, 4eM Bce MOKET KOHUUTHCS.

Jomnrmenpranrep OJHOM PyKOW B KOXKAHOW NepyYaTKe CHSUI TSDKEIYIO INTaHry CO CTaHKa U
HeOpeKHO B3MaxHYJ €l0 B BO3/yXeE.

— Ho ¢ Bamu-10 0OHa HaBepHsKa MOAENINUIACH? — IOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— 3auem et 3T0 Ha/10? — yAUBWICS ApTeM.

— Hy BBl ke, — IoTmIesbranrep HaprucoBaJl B BO3/IyXe KaBBIUKH, — TAKUE 3aKabIYHbIE JPY3bsi!
[NocTostHHO BBHIOAITHIBAETE APYT JIPYTy pa3Hble CEKPETHI!

— MBI HMYEro He 3HaeM.

— He nru mHe. — JIxe-MatBeii BHITSHYJI Tiepe]l COOOM PyKY, YKa3biBasi IITAHTOM Ha ApTeMa. —
41 Mmory 3actraBuTh TeOs1 BCe paccKas3arh!

— MHTEepecHO MoCMOTpeTh, Kak y Tedst 3TO MOMyUYUTCs, — BHICTYNWI Briepen Hukurta u, pesko
BBIOPOCHB PYKY BIEpe]], C JIETKOCTHIO BHIPBAJI INTAHTY U3 PYK JOMIEIbraHTepa U BEPHYJI €€ Ha IPekK-
Hee MecCTO.

— O060pOTEHD, — OCKJIA0UJICS JIOTTETbraHrep. bpulo yXacHO BUAETH €ro XyTKHe I'PUMachl Ha
nviie Matsesi. — CurieH, criopy HeT. Ho 310 He TBosi OMTBa, MOXHaThIi! Y TebOsl Bee ernie Brepeau. A
MOTOMY MPOBAIMBAN TTONOOPY-TIO3I0POBY M, MOKET, OCTAHEIIbCs 11e!

— 31ech CTONBKO KeJie3a, CTeKJIsAIKa! — mpegocreper ero ApreM. — Jlymaenib, 3T0 pa3yMHO,
yrpoXaTb HaM B TpeHaxepHoM 3ajie? OIHO HEOCTOPOKHOE ABUKEHUE, U Thl CaM HaYHEIlb BU3KATh,
OyaTo JeBYOHKa!

— C yero mHe BU3karh?!

— Margeii 6bU1 HAIIUM JPYrOM, a TOTOMY MBI OTJIMYHO 3HAEM TBOU CJ1a0ble CTOPOHBI! — cKa3as
Huxkwura.

— Hpyx06a. — Jlonmenbranrep npe3puTesbHO CKPUBUJICA. — DTO Bac OHa Jenaer ciaadbivu! U
s Ja’ke MOTy 9TO JIOKa3aTb. Bce BbI, MTIOMUIIKY, OnuHaKoBble. CTpouTe 13 ceOsi OTBaXKHBIX U HENPH-
CTYITHBIX T€POEB, ILTIOIIIUX Ha YCJIOBHOCTH! HO CTOMT TOBbKO MPUTpO3UTh BalllM OJIM3KUM, U Balla
OpaBaza TyT ke yneryuuBaetrcsi! U kcrat 00 3TOM. ..

JIxe-MatBeii B MrHOBEHHE OKa OKa3aJIcs Mo3aqu ApTemMa U pe3Ko 00XBaTHII €ro C3a/J1 3 IIe.
Hukuta pBaHysics Ha BBIPYUKY MPHSATENIO, HO TONTEIbraHrep CIaBUiI FOPIIO IOHOIIIH.

— CrosaTs! — BBIKpUKHYJI OH. — MHaue 4 ciomaio eMy 1iero.

Hukura ricnyranHo 3amep. ApTeM CMOTpe Ha HeroO IMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU IJ1a3aMH.

— Tenepb Tl HEe CTONb peHIUTENIeH, 000POTeHb? — paccMmesiicsl Jke-Martseil. — Buauiib, yem
Bce 00epHyoch? CTOMT MHE IIEJKHYTh MaJIBLIAMH, M THI CTAaHEIIb JIeNIaTh BCE, YTO 51 HU MPUKAKY.

— U yero b Xouenib? — yrpiomo cripocust Hukura.

— Otnail MHE IIeCTepPeHKY, 3BepeHbII! ITOT MOJIOAYMK, B TeJle KOTOPOro s celvyac oouTao,
ocTaBUI ee y Teds, 1 TOYHO 310 3Ha! OH BeITaNWI ee 3 TpuaHoHa, a 6e3 Hee YCTPOMCTBO MOXKET
He cpaboTathb!

— He otnagaii! — npoxpurnen Aprem.

Jlxe-MartBeii cjaBuJI €ro 1€l ellle CUIIbHEE U PACCMEsLIC.

— Jlymaenb, y HEro ecTb BHIOOP? — HACMEIIUTMBO CIPOCKI OH. — [TocMOTpH, Kak OH HamyraH!
C kakuM yJIOBOJIbCTBHMEM OH pa3Hec Obl MeHsI BApeOe3rH, TOJIbKO OOUTCs Aaxe momeBenbHyThes! U
KTO TYT Ternepb ciadak?

Hukuta Momya BHITAIMI M3 PIOK3aKa TSKENYIO MIECTEPHIO, 3aBEPHYTYIO B KYCOK Tra3eThl,
IIBBIPHYJI €€ JOoMMenbranrepy. TOT JIOBKO CXBAaTUII €€ HAJIETY U OCKAJTHIT 3yOBl.
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— Yrto0 1 TpedoBaIoCh 10Ka3aTh, — CKa3asl OH. — MBIl HAMHOTO CHJIbHEE BAaC, JIOIUIIEK, TOTOMY
YTO HE WCIIBITHIBAEM HUKAKUX YyBCTB M HUKAKOU MpUBsA3aHHOCTH! XJT1aJHOKPOBHE TMPEBbIIIE BCETO.

— He cunbhee! — npoxpurnesn ApreM, KOTOPOro AOMIENbIaHrep Bee elle JepXkal 3a ropio. —
IToromy uTo y Hac ecTb Koe-uTo euie!

OpHUM ABMKEHUEM OH paccTerHyJl CBOIO KypTKy. Ha rpyam Aprema Bucen Ha ernodke OOJb-
IO MeJaJTbOH C OKKYJIbTHBIM CUMBOJIOM U3 cepeopa.

Jlxe-MartBeii B y:xace OTCKOYMJI U 3aLLMIIEIN, 3aKPBIB JIULO PyKaMHU.

— Bl elnie moaseere, 4To BBSI3AIKCh BO BCE 3TO! — BHIKPUKHYJT OH U BHIOE:KaJT M3 TPEHAKEPHOTO
3aja.

[Torpsacennsie, Aprem u Hukura nepenissHyIMcb. ApTeM LIyMHO BBIJOXHYJI M IPUHSIICS pac-
TUPaTh CBOIO 1IEIO0.

— Emie HemHoro0, 11 OH OBl IPUIYIIWI MEHs !

— Tot kak?!

— Or crpaxa raxe B xkap 6pocuio!

— 4 cam enBa He pexHyJcs! — npusHaiics Hukura.

— Hukoraa 6u1 He momymat. Thl OUeHb XOPOIIO JAEPKAIICH. . .

— IlpupoxneHHslii akTep, — cornacuics JlerocraeB. — Ho 3ToT noranen npas, XOTb Mbl U HE
XOTUM 3TOTO Npu3HaBaTh! OHU cuibHEe Hac, ApteM. U OHM yrposKaloT HAIM OJTM3KUM, a 9TO JieJlaeT
HAC 3aBUCUMBIMHM M cJa0biMU. OYeHb HENMpUsATHOE OMIYIICHUE — KUTh B TMOCTOSIHHOM CTpaxe He
TOJIBKO 3a ceOs1, HO M 32 CBOMX POJICTBEHHHUKOB, JIpy3ei... MapuHKa mpaBa, YTo CKPbIBAETCS OT HUX.
U eii moBe3sio, 4To OTel] B KOMaHIUPOBKE, MHAYE MHOTOE TIPUIILIIOCH OBl eMy OOBSICHSATS.

— HyxHo cBsizatbest ¢ Peodanmeit, — ckazan ApreM. — Pacckasars eil 0 ciyuuBIIEMCS.

B 310T MOMEHT B TpeHaKepHbIi 3a1 BEpHYJICS UHCTPYKTOp. OH C yAMBJIEHUEM B3IJISIHYJI Ha
Aprema 1 HUKHUTY, KOTOpBIE TYT € MOCHEIIIN K BBIXOMY.

— Vxe yxoaute? — ClIpOCUI UHCTPYKTOP.

— Y MeHs OoT ycepausl IITaHbl JIOMHY/IU, — OTBETUII eMY ApPTEM.

— O, 310 OBIBaET! — paccmesiyics TOT.

PeGsTa BrICKOUMIM B KOPUIOP U eBa He CToNKHYymch ¢ Cepadumoit Jonmarkoid. [leBymika
BBIIVISIIEIa OYEHb BCTPEBOKEHHOM. YBUIEB CHEKMHKM, KOTOPBIE €1Ie HE PacTasiyii Ha BOPOTHUKE €e
KyPTKH, ApTeM MOHsUI, YTO OHA TOJIBKO YTO MOSIBUJIACH B IIIKOJIE.

— Bor Bbl r71e! — BockiukHyna Cepapuma. — A s Bac noscroay uity! Keraru, ato Marsei ceiiuac
YyTb He CIIMO MeHs ¢ Hor?!

— Jonnensranrep! — npe3puresbHo npouea Hukura.

— IIpoknsTee! A Benp 51 10 MOCTIEAHEr0 MOMEHTa AyMaJia, YTo Bce 0OOILIOCH!

— Tw1 omu6nace. OH AECTBUTEHHO JIUIIH BRIISANT Kak MatBel, — ckazain Aprem. — A Beaer
ce0s1 Kak HacTosui MOHCTpP. OH TOJBKO UTO €1Ba He OTOPBAJI MHE TOJIOBY !

— Yto emy ObL10 HY)kHO? — BcTpeBokmiIack Cepadrma.

— Honras ucropusi! A ThI-TO YTO 3/7€Ch Aesaelb? — yAUBWICS ApTeM.

— Mens npucnana ®eodanust! OHa KIET HAC B CBOEM I'PY30BUKE Y BOPOT IIKOJIBI.

— Yto-TO Ccryunsioch? — 3abecrokonsicst BUpokoB.

— Cnyunnocs! — Bemanmia Cepaduma. — dtum yrpom norud Oner MBanosuy OprioB!

— Kak?! — B onun ronoc BockimkHyau Hukura u Aprem.

— B ero mome ciyunics noxap! o TeneBU30py COOOIIHMIIN, YTO 3TO HECUACTHBIN CTyJai, HO
MOW OTell He COMHEBAEeTCsI, UTO ero yOmIn. YTpoM BO BCeX HOBOCTSIX IepenaBasiy, YTo BceMy IpH-
YMHOU KOPOTKOE 3aMbIKaHKE, HO TOYEMY-TO OHO ITPOM30IIII0 MMEHHO B criajibHe cTtapuka! ['eprpyna
u bect kak-To y3Hanmu, yro OpJioB UX Mpeaa, s B 9TOM He COMHEBAIOCh!

— l'ocriogu, — mporenTa norpsiceHHslid ApreM. OH eniBa 3Han OprioBa U cCHavYasia aymal, 4to
TOT paboTaer Ha 3JofieeB, HO rpad cnac Mapuny, korga wieHsl Kiyoa Kammoctpo xotenu ot Hee
n30aBuThCsA. OH He 3aCITyKUBAJ TAKOTO!
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— A Mapunka? — cnpocuni Hukura. — OHa ceiiyac B 6ezonacHoctu? Eciy OHM BBIYMCITVIIN
OprnoBa, MOTYT 3HaTh ¥ O TOM, YTO OHA XUBa!

— JJom CyXOpyKOBBIX — HEIPUCTYIHAsl KpernocTb, — 3aBepuia ero Cepapuma. — Peodanus
BOCCTAHOBHJIA B OCOOHsIKE BCEe 00€pEry M OKKYJIbTHBIE JIOBYIIIKH, KOTOPBIE TAM YCTPOWJI €Il CTaphIil
KHSI3b MHOTO JIeT Ha3a/l. Hu onun pgonmensranrep Tyia He CyHeTcs!

— Ho nHa Hux paboraiorT u 0ObIYHBIE JTIOOH, — 3aMeTU1 ApTeM. — A HaeMHHKOB Kiy6a HIUTO
HE CIIePKUT.

— O Bo3BpauieHuu B ropos AsieHbl AJleKCaHJpOBHbI TIOKAa HUKTO He 3HaeT. Jla 1 4YTo UM HCKaTh
B ee Jome? — yauBiieHHO ckazaia Cepaduma. — A MapuHKa KUBET TaM B KOMHATe Ha BEPXHEM STaxke
Y HOCY U3 OCOOHsIKa He BBICOBBIBaeT. OTeI| TOBOPUT, UTO ITO BCEr0 Ha HECKOJBbKO AHer. Ham gom
TOXE CTOUT HETIOJIAJIEKY, HO CKPBIBATh €€ Y HAaC CJMIIIKOM oracHO. Mo otent 1 bect — 3nefiime Bparm.

B nepByio ouepens Kiyd Kannoctpo craner uckars MapiHKy y Hac B JIoMe.

— Taxk 3auem MbI ioHaHOOMIUCH Peodannn? — monHTepecoBayics Hukura.

— Omna xouer noroBoputh ¢ EBokueit. OTIly JOMOXUIIM, YTO CTapyXa, BEpPHYBIIAsICS C TOTO
cBeTa, CKpbiBaeTcs B gome [epxkaBunbix. Peodanus codupaercsi ¢ Hel MOroBOPUTh, HO HE XOUeT
W/ITH TyJa B OAMHOYKY. [ToaToMy s 1 mpwuiiuia 3a BamH.

— A oHa He XO04YeT B3ATh C COOOU TeJoOXpaHUTes el TBOETOo Marnamm? — MpeIIoKmI ApTeM. —
MBplI-TO eyl 3auem?

— Ter Buzen, kakue rpoMusisl Ha Hero padotaioT? [IpeacTaBb, Kak 3TO OyleT BBHIISIIETh CO
cropoHbl? Heckobko aMOaioB COITPOBOXK/IAIOT XPYIKYIO KSHIMHY B 3a0poIeHHbid ocoOHsAK! Jla
OHM Cpa3y MpHBJIEKYT BHIMaHKUE TOJUIMKU WM HaeMHUKOB KiyGa! A 11 Hac oHa yxe nmpuaymaia
KaKOW-TO TUIaH.

— Toraa noiinem, — cornacuics Hukura. — MHe caMoMy MHTEpPECHO MOCIyIaTh, O YeM OHU
OyIlyT TOBOPHTD.

— A GacceiiH? A TpeHHpPOBKa? — HATOMHWI eMy ApTeM.

— be3 MeHs norpenupylorcs! — ormaxHyscs Jlerocraes.
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I'1aBa miecras
Paombl Bj1acTreJIMHOB

HenbrHa B Y4epHOM JAJIMHHOM ILJIaThe U C IOPOTMMHU YKPALIeHUSIMU Ha PyKax U 11ee TOpAeIBO
Boccenana psgoM ¢ lamoit Tenelr 1 BceM CBOMM BHMJIOM BbIpakasia BbICOKOMepHe. Ee orpomHbie
Kapue m1asa ¢ exuauen paccmarpusaiu Karepuny. Ha rpynu JenbguHbl KpacHbIM IJ1aMeHeM Topet
3epueksmkod Opakyna Yepseid, u Karepuna oT4eT/inBO BUjea CHIIy3T CBEPHYBIIICHCS 3MEU B €r0
XPYCTAJIbHOMN CepIIIeBUHE.

— Kakas Bcrpeua! — npousHecna Jlenbduna. — 3Hana Obl 1 paHbllie, 9To 310 U ecTh CecTpa
TbMbI, He cTasia Obl TAK TOPOITUTHCS HA TOT OO/,

— Yro ona 3a€ech nenaet?! — Hanpsrnach Karepuna.

— O, BHI Be/Ib 3HAKOMBI, — MUPOJIIOOMBO TTPOM3HEC AJIEKCaHIP.

— Heyxemu?! — ynusunace rpaguns [lagypckas.

— Eme kak, — yxmbuibHysMach JlenbuHa, — J0BEJIOCh TYT HEJABHO BCTPETUTHCS. ..

— Omna orpabwuia MeHs1! — BockmKkHYsa Karepuna. — Eciiu Obl He 9Ta ApsiHb, S JABHO OBl ykKe
OblIa 10Ma, Ha 3emute!

I'pacduHs M KOCT/IABBIN TUI B YEPHOM C YIUBJIEHUEM BbITAPALIIIIN [JIa3a.

— O yem uger peun? — He noHsia lagypckas.

— JleicTBUTENILHO, — TOXE 3anHTEpecoBaics Mimmeparop.

— 51 3abpasna y Hee nopomok KopHenuyca, KoTopsii eit qan Macrtep 3epkai, — nosicaunia Jlesb-
(rHa, MOBEepHYBIIHCH K AJICKCaHAPY. — B TOT MOMEHT OH ObUT MHe HyXHee. M Teriepb 51 mporry 3a
3T0 npoteHus. — OHa CMUPEHHO OITyCTWJIA IJ1a3a.

Opnnako KarepuHa Buziena, 4to packassHueM TYT W He maxHeT. JlenbguHa CHOBa UTpaja CBOIO
POJTb, TOYHO TaK Xke, Kak U Torga B Becr-Xemmone, koria oHa oOBesla BceX BOKPYT HaJIblia.

— C gero TslI B3s1J1a, 4TO 51 TeOs MpoIy? — HAXMypUBIIHCH, cripocuiia Karepuna. — Tl erme Ta
TeMHas Jiolmaaka! Brepinack k HaM B JioBepHe, 4ToObI MOToM 00OKpacTh! 1 Bujena teds u B MOHa-
CThIpe 3epKajibHbIX BegbM! Thl mode3nnyana ¢ KpacHoi Addatucoii!
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— Kak, ToI crienuiia 3a MHO#? — punonHsiia Opou lenbguHa.

— 41 BrIpaxych uHaue, — nonpaswia ee Karepuna. — Kyna Obl 1 HM HanpaBUJIach, MPH CaMbIX
CTPaHHBIX OOCTOATEIbCTBAX, 51 IOCTOSITHHO HATHIKaloCh Ha TeOs1! Ckopee, 3TO ThI CIIINIITb 32 MHOM !

BreHblil My’)KUMHA B YUEPHOM YCMEXHYJICS, OCKQJIMB OCTpbIe Oesibie 3yOHl.

— A TBOel AovepH najell B poT He KJaau, AJIeKCaH/p, — 3aMeTHI OH.

— Karepuna, ycrioko¥ics u csiib, — MSITKO, HO Tpe©oBaTesIbHO ckasas otell. OH yKa3as Ha Kpecyio
10 TIPaByIo pyKy OT ceOsi. — Ceilyac He BpeMsl BCIIOMUHATH MPOIILIbie 0OUabl. BO3MOXHO, TH U BEp-
HyJIach Obl Ha3a]], HO MPHCIEIIHUKY TeMHelIero cHopa Obl OTKPBLIA Ha Tebst 0XoTy. Mor nocTpa-
IIaTh KTO-TO M3 TBOUX OJIM3KHUX TaM, Ha 3eMJIe.

— Onu ¥ Tak nocrpaganu. — Karepuna cena B Kpecio, JI00€3HO MPUIBHUHYTOE CITyKAHKOH. —
Tol 3Haeb, 4TO Aryast MpeBpaTHiach B craryio? Kak 1 MHOTMe Jpyrue Hamm Apy3bs 10 HUPKY !

— MHe Bce U3BECTHO O TBOEi KU3HU B TOM Mupe. MIHora 51 cam crieinit 3a ToOOM, MHOT/IA 9TO
nenana Jlokycra nocpeacTBOM Marnueckux 3epkai Jdambl TeHeid.

— Bor kak? Ilouemy e Bbl HE TOMOIJI Ham?

— Kakum o6pazom? He 3a0bIBaid, 51 He MOTY IPOXOAUTH Mexay Mupami. [Ipoknsrtue TemHen-
LIET0 HE IYCKAeT MEHsl, — HAIOMHWI € OTell.

Jlokycra Momnua 3aHsi1a Mecto psiioM ¢ KatepuHoit. City)xaHKH Hauasiv IOTHOCUTh BCeM Ormofa
C yroIlleHHueM, HO JIEBYIIKe ceiuac ObUIO HE 10 e/bl.

— Xouy BHECTH SICHOCTb, YTOOBI OOJIbIIIE HE BO3HUKAJIO MOJOOHBIX pa3roBopoB. — IlenbguHa
TMIOJIHSIJTa YKA3aTeNIbHBIN Masiel] BBEpX. — Y MeHs JAEHCTBHUTEIBHO XOpOIIre OoTHomeHus: ¢ KpacHoit
AGOGaTHCON, HO JMIIb TIOTOMY, YTO MOW MPUEMHBIN OTEIl OTJal MEHs B JISTCTBE HA ee TOIeUeHHE.
Ao6baTrca HeHaBUAUT BracTenMHOB, MO3TOMY MBI C Hel U cONMM3UINCH. Beb 1 s HeHaBUIeIa CBOETO
IIPUEMHOTO OTLIA.

— Ilpuemnoro? — ynusunacs Karepuna.

— Henbduna — Most 104b, — ckazana BApyr [lanypckas. Ona ¢ 000kaHueM B3IVISIHYIA HA CHIsI-
11y1o psiioM AeBylKy. — Most [lonvHa, KOTOpylo MOXUTHIM ¢ 3eMJIA MHOTO JIET Ha3a/l.

HoBocTb ObL1a MPOCTO OMIETOMHUTETHHOM.

He Beps ymam, Karepuna Ha mur 3amepna, s Ha Hlagypcekyio. 3arem MeasieHHO nepeBesna
B3I Ha enbduny. TonpKko Tenepp OHa 3aMeTH/Ia HEKOE CXOZICTBO M HE TOJIbKO BHElIHee. Matb
Y I04b CTOWJIU APYT Jpyra!

— S1650K0 OT 5A0JIOHU. .. — THXO MpodopMoTaia oHa. — M Kak s paHble He jporagaiack? Ho
3aueM Thl yKpasa y MeHs nopoiok Kopuemmyca?!

— Tsl cama 3Haerb, YT0 U3 cedsl MPeICTaBIIsT MOM MPUEeMHBIN oTell! — orBeTra lenbduna. —
OH ObLT HACTOSIIIIUM MOHCTPOM U KpoBoruitieit! [Topomok 6611 MHE HykeH, 4TOObI ICIIPABUTh KOE-
yT10. .. OHO 37I0[IeSIHUE U3 TEX, YTO OH COBEPLIMII 32 CBOIO AOJITYIO KU3HB !

— Ho novemy ThI cpa3zy MHe 00 3TOM He pacckaszana?

— U 40, TH OTHATAa OBl MHE MTOPOIIOK ?!

Karepuna momuana. He otnana Obl1, 310 1 Tak MOHATHO. [TOpoIIoK ObLT €l Hy’KeH, YTOOBI CIIaCTH
Margesi, Arnato u [Ipoxopa, a ele ocTaabHbIX YJIEHOB IIMPKOBOW TPYIIIbI, €CIM Obl €ro XBaTHJIO Ha
BCEX.

—To-1o xe! — [lenbprHa A3BUTENBHO paccMesiach. — MeHs yUUIIi, UTO B 9TOM MUPE BbLKUBAET
cwibHennuii, Cectpa Tembl! VI3BUHU, HO ThI BCEro-HaBCEro oKa3ajgach HE B TOM MeCTe U HE B TO
Bpemsi!

— Ho on xots 061 TeOe npuroauics? — yxe Tuie crpocuia Karepuna.

— OH noMor oIHOMy OY€Hb XOPOILEMY YEJIOBEKY, — OTBETHJIA Ta.

— Y10 XK, XOTb ITO pajayer.

I'padpunsa Hlagypckas nonoxuia JaJjoHb Ha TOHKYIO PyKy JenbpuHbl.
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— 41 Bce elnie He MOTY MTOBEPUTD, YTO MBI HAKOHEII BCTPETUIIMCh, — TUXO IIPOU3HECa OHa. — Ham
TaK MHOTO HAJI0 paccKasath JIpyr Apyry, noporas! Ctombko Bcero oocyauts! S xouy 3HaTh 0 TeOe
Bce. O ToM, Kak ThI JKWJIA 37eCh Bce 3TU Tofpl! A 5 paccKaxy O TOM, Kak uckasa 1eds!

— M&I moroBopuM, — yabIOHyach ei lenbuHa, — Kak TOJIbKO OcTaHeMcsl HaeimHe. Mama.

Karepuna a3 He cBogwmiia ¢ aeByniku. Ta ynapibanack Matepy, HO ee TEMHbIE I71a3a BOBCE He
BBIpQXaIM pajiocTu. BeponomMHasi ApsSHb TOYHO YTO-TO 33jyMasa, COMHEHHUI B 3ToM He Obuto. Ho
[Mangypckas misinena Ha J1049b ¢ Takow JTI00OBBIO, uTo y Katepunsl B rpyau cxumainochk cepaie. OHa
Obl1a paja, yro rpaduHs Halula MOXUIIEHHYI0 Noub. Ho uToOH el okasanachk enbpuna! Camas
Hacrosias 3mest! Ox, u He nose3o ke [llagypckoii ¢ nouepsio!

— Io3Bonb TeOe npescTaBuTh, Katepuna, — Anekcanap JlepkaBuH OTKAIIUISUICS, TIPUBJICKAs ee
BHUMaHMe, ¥ yKa3aJ Ha HE3HAKOMIIA B UEPHOM, — 3TO TOCHOIUH [ yapuJi, KOpoJib CJIaBHOTO Hapoaa
XHUPOMTED.

['yapuit Kak pa3 ¢ KaJHOCTBIO MOTJIONIA KYCOK Msica, HO, YCJIBIIIIAB CBOE MMS, XHIITHO OCKJIa-
owics u nopmuraya Karepune.

— Moe noutenue, Cectpa Tembl! — OpOCHIT OH.

JeByiika u3ymiieHHO BckuHya 6poBu. Kopons xuponrep?! Uro %k, 0OIIECTBO 3a CTOJIOM CTa-
HOBUTCS BCe MHTEpECHee, 1 el 3aX0TeNIoCh cOexXaTh OTCIoa.

— Cecrpa Tombl u Kpacusiii [I)xokep B ogHOM Juiie! — yXMbUIbHYJICS ['yapuil, poHsisi U30 pra
KpOHIKU. — UTO-TO OHa He BHIIJISIUT TaKOH YK BceMoryien. MoxeT, mpopoYecTBO JIKET?

— V¥ Opakysa YepBeii ObUI0 MHOTO HEJJOCTATKOB, HO YTO KAcaeTCs €ro IMpopOvecTB, OHU BCera
cObIBaHCH! — BMeIanach B pasropop enbguna.

— WHorna B mpopoyecTBax coaepsKarcs JIUIb ofHU HaMeKu ! Yl oHM OTHOCATCS He K Oyayiiemy,
a K ero BO3MOXHBIM BapuaHTaM! — BO3pa3uil KOPOJIb XUPOMTED.

— Ore1r Bceraa 3Haj, 4To mpousoiet B Oymaymem! M roBopu He HaMeKaMu, a U3peKasl KOH-
KpETHBbIE Mpe/ICKa3aHusi!

— A 410, THI TOXE pa3zOupaenibcsi B 3Tom? — ckpuBuics ['yapu.

— Ilonmyuiie HekoTOpbIX ! — BckMHYA Tos10BYy JenbduHa.

— Ero cuna tenepp y Te6si! MoxeT, Thl CTaHelllb HAIIUM HOBBIM OpakynoMm? — HACMEILIMBO
cripocuit ['yapui. — U Beiganis HaMm Oojiee TOYHOe TTPOPOUEeCcTBO O OymyieM 3epraiim?!

— Moxer, 1 BblIaM, — C BBI30BOM OTBeTU A [lenbduHa.

— Bor Torna u 6ynems nepeOuBarh cTapimx !

— He ccopbrecs, rocnioga! — npukpukHyn Asiekcanap. — Tbl He Xyxke MeHs 3Haellb, ['yapui,
Kak oOMaHuMBa ObIBaeT BHEITHOCTD. S Habmonas 3a KarepuHoit He oguH Mecsil. OHa IefiCTBUTETBHO
Ta, KEM MBI €€ CUMTAEM.

— Iycts Tak! Ho kTo e Torna Yepnsiii [Jxxokep? — cpocuit Koposib xupomnrtep. — Haiu kosn-
AyHBM MHOTO TaJaJjii 10 MOeMy TpHKasy, MbITasCh MO3HATD rpsiayilee. B rajanpHbIX KOMOAax BCeraa
BhInazano asa [Ixokepa, Yepnsiii u Kpachblii! VX npesHazHaueHre 10 CMX MOP HETIOHATHO, HO OHU
o0a kak-To cBs3anbl ¢ Cectpoit Tombl!

— 41 3Hat0 0 YepHoM JI’KOKepe, HO TallHa €ro JMYHOCTU IOKa HE PACKpPbITA, — OTBETUIT AJIeK-
canap. OH B3msAHyN Ha denbduny. — Hanerocs, ckopo npeemuunia Opakyna Yepseid IposicHUT 7151
HAC 3TOT BOMNpoc?

— Yo BHI Ha MeHsI Tak cMoTpuTe?! Mou BUIEHHS HeNlb3sl BBI3BATh KOTJA XOYellb, — BO3MYTHU-
nace denbpuna. — OHM MPUXOIAT TOTAA, KOT/IA KX MEHbIIIE BCETro XKICIb.

— [Notomy st 1 mpuriiacui Te0si MOKUTH B MOEM 3aMKe, — OTBeTWII MiMrieparop. — A errie, 4ToObI
MO3HAKOMHMTH TeOsI C TBOEH HACTOSIIEH MaTephlo.

— W g 6narogapHa BaM 3a 3TO, Ballle BEJMUECTBO, — IOUYTHTEHHO OTBETUIIA JIEBYIIKA.

I'padpuns Hlagypckas, ycnplas 310, MpoCHUsia.

Anexcanzp nosepnyscs k Karepune:

— Tol Huuero He emib. Her annerura?
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JleBy1iKa IEMCTBUTENBHO TaK U HE IPUTPOHYJIACH K €/I€, XOTS BCE BBINISAIENIO OUEHb alMeTHT-
HBIM.

— CAMIIKoM MHOTO BCETro CIYUYWJIOCh 3a MOCJIeJHUE HECKOJIBKO YacoB, — CAEPKaHHO OTBETHIIA
Karepuna. — {1 BcTpetuia otua, BCTpeTtuia BoH ee. — OHa KuBHY/A B CTOpoHY JlenbguHbl. — A ere
THI Ha MOMX I71a3ax yown KopHenmyca, He ToBopst yke o Pe3aHOBBIX !

— Kakas ToHkast Hatypa, — yxmbuibHyJICs 'yapui. — He caumkom noxoxa Ha Cectpy TbMbl, O
KOTOPO¥ TOBOPUTCS B IPOpOYECTBE!

— O, u3BuHH, — HaxMypuJics Aniekcanp. OH I'pO3HO B3IVISHYJI B CTOPOHY KOPOJISI XMPONTEP,
Y TOT Cpa3y YCTaBWJICS B CBOIO Tapenky. — [loHumaio, Tebe 3TO B JUKOBHHKY, HO JUIsl TOTO MUpPa
MIPUHSTHE CTOJIb )KECTKUX PelleHuid — B TIopsiAKe Beleld. MHe MpUIiock n30aBUThCs OT Pe3aHOBBIX,
MHaYe Hallld CEKPETHI TYT e CTaIu Obl U3BECTHBI BCEMY JBOPILY U, KOHeuHO, [lame TeHei.

— 41 He moHUMA. ..

— 51 Heroxoit uenoBek, Katepuna, 1 CKOpO Thl B 3TOM YOEIUIIIbCS.

— Tot youn Kopuenuyca! — HarmoMHMIa JeBYIIKA.

— DTO TPOM3OIIIO CIIyYalHO, TH cama 310 Bujena! CTapuk cOMJI MEHs ¢ HOT, U S TIOTepsi
paBHOBecue! KTo Mor 3HaTh, 4TO €ro Tejo OKaxeTcs cToib Xpynkum?! 1 He MeHblIIe Te0s coxaliero
0 CMepTH cTapuKa. $1 monroe BpeMsi UCKajl ero, YToObl MOMPOCUTH O TIOMOIIM, HO OH JIOBKO CKpbI-
BaJicsi! BOT mouemy MHe MpUIILIOCh MPUCOSTUHUTBCS K BaM, OO s1 ObUT yBepeH, uto K Cozepuatensim
Kopnenuyc cam siButcs Ha Bcrpedy. Ho Bce 3aKOHYMIIOCH CJIMILIKOM TParuyHo... OHaKo HE CTOUT
orvamBathcs. [lonarao, O4eHb CKOpPO CTapuK 003aBeleTCs HOBBIM TEJIOM, Kak M Marucrp, Tak 4rto
MBI C HUM ellle HerlpeMeHHO BeTpetuMmcs! OH U3 YeTBepKM CTapeiIldX MaroB 3epLaiy, a y HUX
Bcerga Oblia mapoyvka Ty30B B pyKase!

— byny Ha 310 HageaTbCA, — B3IOXHYB, cKa3zana KarepuHa. — Yke He 3Haio, 4To U AyMartb. 51
OKOHYATEJIbHO 3aITyTaJlach.

— CripammBaii 060 BceM! — ipeisIoKu otell. — [1ist 3Toro s u npuBen Teds cona. YToObl Thl
y3HaJsIa BCIO MIPaBjy, a ellle MO3HAKOMMJIACh C TEMH, KTO Ha TBOEH cTOpoHe. YTOOBI MBI MOIJIU CIIO-
KOUHO Bce TeOe paccKas3arh U IIPUBJIeYb K BHIITOJTHEHHIO HAIIETo My1aHa! Bee Mbl MHOTO JIeT ABHKEeMCS
K HaME4YeHHOH 1IN U cefuac Kak HUKOIIa ONM3KY K HE.

— W uro y Bac 3a niens? — cnpocuia Karepuna.

— Bce Mbl HeBosbHUKYM BriactennHoB, a koHKpeTHee — [lambl Teneil! — HeokuJaHHO MpU3HAJICS
Anexcanzip. — immiepatop mMepTtB yxe MHoro siet, Opakyn YepBeil Takxke rmorud mu3-3a ee KO3HeH.
Macrep 3epkan misier noj ayaky Opupl, a cama oHa MOKJIOHsSeTcs TeMHeieMy, BBIIOMHSIS ero
npukasbl. Jluis [Toenutens Kykon coxpansier HezaBucMMOCTb! OH 1IaBHO YCTPaHUIICS OT rocyuap-
CTBEHHBIX JIeJI, TaK UTO ero MbI B pacyeT He OepeM. 1, Jlokycra, ['yapuin — Bce Mbl O4eHb pa3Hble, HO
oO0beIMHSET HAaC OJHO. Bce MBI 3aI0)KHUKY K PUCTAIUIA.

— Kak, u Bol TOXe?! — ynuBwiachk Katepuna, rsins Ha ['yapuia.

— 41 crain xepTBOI COOCTBEHHOM TIIYTNOCTH, — C XMYPbIM BUJIOM CKa3aJl KOPOJb XUPONTep, — a
OapoHecca He peMUHYJIa STUM BOCToNb3oBaThesi! U ko BceMy eriie JOOMIach MOKOPHOCTU OT BCETO
Hapoya xuporrep!

— [ToaToMy MBI HE MOXEM MTPOTUBOCTOSITh €, HE MOXKEM OCJTYIIIAThCs ee MpUKa3aHuil! — mpo-
noikun orenl. — MHavye cmepts! Xouels y3HaTh 0 Haiuen nenu, Karepuna? Ceepkenue Bnacrenu-
HoB! YaHnuTOo)XeHue Temueiimero! U ceodona! JIokycta cMokeT BepHYThCS K CBoel cembe, [yaput u
ero XMponTepsl OOJIbIIE HE CTAHYT CIIYKHUTh ThME, a f... 5l BepHYyCh ToMo#, Ha 3emitio! BepHych BMe-
cre ¢ Toboit! Y Arnau cBost ku3Hb ¢ [Ipoxopom, st 3Hat0 00 3ToM. Ho MBI cMO)eM JpyXuTh JoMamu!
JI71s1 MeH$1 TJIaBHOE — MOKUHYTh STOT HEMPUBETIIUBbBIA MUP ¥ BOCCOEAMHUTBCS € TOOOH !

Or ero cnoB KarepuHe BIpYT cTaylo OYeHb TEIJIO HA AYILE.

— A Kak e Maprapura? — BCIIOMHWJIA OHA.

— TBosl ponHas MaThb... — AsekcaHJp noMmpauHes. — He craHy KpuBHUTbH AyILIOW, s BCE €Il
mo6mo ee. Ho Mapro Tak v He cMoIia MeHsI TPOCTUTh. Sl MHOTO pa3 MBITAJICA HAWTH ee, HO OHA He
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xoueT 3toro. [TosroMy Jydrmii BeIX0[ IUTsl MeHs1 — cMUpHUThcst. OHa Beerga Oblia uyXKoi Ha 3emiie.
Ee mup — 3epranus. Tak 9To NPHUIILIO BpeMsI MHE O Hell 3a0bITh.

— Kakas rpycrnas ucropusi, — mpousHec ['yapi1 1 CHOBa IPUHSUICS 3a €1y .

— ¥V Ka)kJ0ro u3 Hac — CBOsl UCTOPH S, HO TEM HE MEHEE BCE OHM CXOXKH, — CKa3al AJeKcaHp. —
ToI 3HaeIIb, ¢ 4ero Bce HavaIoch AJis1 MeHs, Kareprna?

— Tobl Hamen myTh B 3epliainio, — OTBETWIA AeBYyIKa. — [1oToMy 4TO OBLT OYapOBaH TUM
mupoM. Ho 3arem Teds1 oOmanyna ['eprpyna Bonxockas, u Tl ctan padom Temuefimiero u Iamel
Teneil. OHM OTIMIIM TBOKO KPUCTAUIMAY M 3aKOJIOBAJIM TBOIO KPOBb... A IMOTOM NpHKa3aan Tede
ouapoBaTb Mapraputy... I Ha cBeT nosBuiacs 1.

— OTKyaa Thl BCe 3TO 3Haelllb? — YAUBWICA AJIEKCaHJIP.

— 41 ynTana TBO¥M JIHEBHUK.

-0...

— 41 tymana, Tbl 1JaBHO yMep! — OCHEIHO POroBopuJIa ieByika. — [foatomy He HaJ10 B3bIBaTh
K Moe#i coBectu! MHave st HU 3a 4TO OHI. ..

— Y MeHs ¥ B MBICJISIX TaKOro He ObLI0. fl ake paf, 4To Thl Bce 3Haelb. He mpuaeTcs Huuero
OOBSCHSITH C CAMOTO Havasa.

— A s HUKOTJ]a HE COMHEBAJIaCh B TOM, UTO Thl )KUB, AJIeKCaH]p, — ckasaiia rpacpuns Hlamgyp-
ckas. — Trl Ooper1 1o KU3HU, TaKKe MoK He ucue3aiot deccnenHo. Ho uto o1 iMniepatop, 51 1 romy-
Marb He MorJa!

— Hacrosimmum MiMnieparopom 3epriayiun ObUT Halll JAJIEKUi MpeJoK U3 poaa JlepkaBUHBIX,
OexaBIIuil cloga BO BpeMeHa peomouun. OQUH U3 TOW MATEPKU, KOTOpasi CTaja BIOCIESICTBUU
®m-Poitsinem. Korga Jama Teneit 1 Mactep 3epkait 3atesiiv 310 Jeiio ¢ TeMHenmmm, nojyInHHbINA
Nmmnepatop Obu1 KaTeropuvecky nMpotuB. OH ObUT rOpa3o CHIIbHEE UX 0OOUX U MOT PACIIPaBUTHCS C
HUMH 32 HETIOKOPHOCTh. KOHYMIIOCH TeM, 4TO OHM OOMaHOM 3aMaHWIIM €TO B JIOBYIIKY B OKPECTHO-
crsx Becr-Xenmona v NpUKOHYMIIM ero, Kak u Opakysa Yepseid.

— Opakyn noru® HaMHOTO To3ke, — HanoMHuIa Karepuna, Oypaes rnazamu densduny. Ta ¢
HEBO3MYTHMBIM BUIOM TIOIJIOIIANA €1y, BpeMsI OT BpeMeHH Opocast Ha Hee TIpe3pUTesIbHbIC B3IJIsIbL.

— BepHo, — cornacwuics epxaBut. — Ho umenHo lama Tenell cBOMM 3aKJIATHEM JIMILIUIIA €TO
Marm4eckux CUJ M IpeBpaTuiia B MOJYMEPTBOE CYILLECTBO, Hykaaolleecsl B KpoBu jereil. JIokycra
JOHEeCTa MHE 00 9TOM, BeJlb OHa YK€ JOJIT0e BpeMs CIIEIUT 32 IPOUCXOSIIMM MOBCIONY B 3epLasui.
Korna Nmneparopa He crajio, KoMy Kak HE MHE CJIeOBaJIO 3aHATh ero mecto? 1 — motomok poxa
Jlep’kaBUHBIX, BO MHE T€UET Ta *e KpoBb. A elie TeMHeHluil nogeauics co MHOM cBOMM TeMHbIM
['mamopoM, 1 y MeHsI IOSIBIJTHCH Te e CIIOCOOHOCTH, uTO U y ObiBliero Mimmepatopa. MHave v ObITh
HE MOIJIO, BeJJb Y MEHs ero MeJayiboH U ero cuia! — OH npogeMoHcTpupoBai Karepune 3epuekiu-
KOH Ha CBOEH rpymu. — 51 3aHsT 4y’Koe MeCTO Ha TPOHE, M1 HUKTO He 3alO03PHJI TIOIMEHBI, Belb 1
Halll TIPeJIOK BCeraa MOsIBIISUICS Ha MyOJMKe MCKITIOUUTENIBHO BOT B 3TOM IieMe. Ho Bce 3Tu rofpl
3epuanuen, no cyTH, TaitHo npaBut lama Teneit! A s Jumb MOCTYITHBIN UCTIOJTHUTENDb €€ BOJIH.

— 3epkanbHble BegpMbl! — Bciomama Katepuna. — Korma-to oHM ObUTH BHE 3aKOHA, UX TOJI-
Beprau ronenrsiM! Ho motomM Bce M3MEHMIIOCh, ¥ OHU Hauasiu Oe3HaKa3aHHO TBOPUTSH 3710/eicTBa!
3akon m3menmia Jlama Teneii?

— BepHo, — kuBHy orell. — Bee ciyunitocs nociie nogMeHsl Hacrosmero Mmneparopa. Beabmbl
ObLIM €il TIOJIE3HBI, M MX TIOMOIIb OKa3ajach HeolleHuMoun. dpra BOCONb30BaNIaCh UX 3HAHUSAMM,
HAKOIUIEHHBIMH 32 COTHH JIET, MATMYECKHAM OITLITOM AOOATHCHL. A ele B 00S3aHHOCTh BeIbMaM BMe-
HWIH MOATOTOBKY I'BapAerIieB 0cOO0ro OTpsijia U3 JeTeid, 001aAaloMX CBEPXbEeCTECTBEHHBIMHU CIIO-
cobHocTsiMU. Tak M ObLIO 10 TeX MOp, MOKa BEAbMBI HE CTAIM BO3MYIIATHCS MPOU3BOJIOM JlaMbl
Tenent. OHa nipucBavBasia cebe MxX apredakThl, pacropsokaiach ¥ KOMaHAOBAJIa UMH, CJIOBHO CITY-
kaHKamu. EcTecTBEHHO, UTO MM HAJI0€JIO 3TO TEPIIETb.

36



E. I'amoeB. «IlanTeon»

— Hama Teneit ymeer 100MBaThCs MPEJAHHOCTU Y CBOMX BacCajioB! — TOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS
koposb ['yapui. — C noMolpio CBOUX MPOKJISATHIX CTEKJISAHHBIX KyKoJiok! KoTopeix, kcratH, no ee
npukasy aenaet Kpacnas A6bGaruca!

— 3HauuT, Ballla KpUCTAJIUIA TOXe Y Hee? — oBepHYyJIach K Hemy KarepuHa.

— V¥V Hee! U xpaHuTcs B ee TallHUKE YK€ MHOTO JIET, — CKa3aJl Koposb xuponrep. — [Ipokisras
®puna 3acraBiseT MO Hapof CIIyXKUTh € U TBOPUTH ykacHble Bemu! Eciu jxe Mbl ociyaemcs,
OHAa YHUUTOXUT MEHs1, BOT IOYEMY MO IMOJJAHHBIE BBINOIHSAIOT BCE €€ IIPUXOTH.

— A oHM He TymMaJi CMEHUTb KOpoJisi? — nmouHTepecoBanack Karepuna. — YtoOb M30aBUTHCS
OT TaKoW Haractu?

['yapwit ocekcsi 1 ycTaBuJICs Ha Hee, BBITYYHB I71a3a. Kazanocs, ere HeMHOTo, 1 OH OpOCUTCS 1
pas3opBeT ee B KJI04bs. [leByIIKa TYT ke MoXkajesa O CBOMX CJI0BaX. 3a CTOJIOM BOLIAPUJIOCH HEJIOBKOE
MoJTyaHue, v b JenbguHa nponomkana npe3puTesbHO YIIbIOaThCs, He CBOJS IJ1a3 C yMOJIKHYBIIIEH
Karepunsl.
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I'naBa ceabmasn
I'apaiabHbie KapThl EBoKHN

ApreMy ObuTO GOSI3HO BO3BpaIaThes B oM JlepkaBUHBIX, U OH 3TOro He cKpbiBal. Hekorna
THXO€ U YIOTHOE MECTO, T/Ie OHM TaK JIOOWIHM ObIBATh C IPY3bsIMU, HBIHE BBI3BIBAJIO Y HETO CHIIBHYIO
apoxb. OCOOHSIK, ¥ IO TOr0 HABOAWBIINI YHBIHHE, YK€ HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB ITyCTOBA, U €T0O JJBEPH
ObLIM OrevaTaHbl NOJMUIMe. MaTBeil, mepe; TeM Kak CTasl JONIMEeIbraHrepoM, pacCKasblBall, uTo B
TMIOCJIETHAM pa3 eJjBa YHEC OTCI0[a HOTH, CTOJIKHYBIIIUCH CO creioBatensMu JlernapramenTa 6e3omnac-
Hocty DMmoit 1 [lankparoM. U BOT Teneps OHU 10 JOOPO# BOJIE IOTKHBI ObUIM OTIIPABUTHCS B STOT
3JI0CYACTHBIN TOM !

— A ecnm 32 HUM Bce elnie CleasaT? — BOJHYsACh, crpocisl ApreM y ®eodanum, korma pedsita
3a0pasmch B KaOMHY Tpy30BHYKa. — UTo, eciiu Hac 3ametyT?! Torma MHOroe nmpuaercsi OObsACHSTh
noymnuu! A ecii Hac mocagAt?! toro rpoMuITy, — OH MUXHYJ B 00K Jlerocraera, — Bce OymyT 0OXo-
IWTh CTOPOHOM, 2 HA MHE BBIMEIATh BCIO 37100y, TIOTOMY YTO I CAMBIH JOXJIbIN!

— O, TBl yKe Bce mpoayMaJ Harepes, — paccMmesiicss Hukura.

— TonbKko B TBOEM paccKase CIMIIKOM MHOTO «eClIu», — YIIBIOHYIAach rafgajka.

— MHe TOXe He CIIMIIIKOM XOUYeTCsl BCTPEeYaThCs C IBOIOPOAHBIM OpaTiieM, — rpusHascs Jlero-
craeB. — OH BeJjb NOHATHS HE UMEET, YTO 51 Pa3 B MECSAL OKPHIBAIOCh HIEPCTHIO. . .

— Ho Benp 310 Tak KpyTo! — MeuraresbHO 3aKphiia rasa Cepaduma.

— Huuero kpyroro, — nokocuscs B ee cropony Hukura. — Y MeHs OT 3TOro OqHH TOJIBKO ITPO-
Or1eMbi!

— Paccnabprech, — ckazana um ®eodanus. — Bol mpocto onHOKIaccHuKy KatepuHbl v mprium
MIPOBEPHTH, HE BEPHYJIACH JIM OHA JOMOU. BOT Tak Bce M 0ObSCHUM MONUIMH, €CJI HAC TaM BCTPETAT.
Hy a eciiu Hac tam Oyzet xaath IMMa BopoObeBa, s1 cama ¢ Held MoroBopio. JT1a JAeBYIKa B Kypce
MIPOMCXOJAIIETO, OHA HAM HaBEepHsIKA [MOBEPHUT.

Aptem HeMHOTO ycriokousics. PeodaHust BBIPY/IUIA CO CTOSHKH Mepe/] IIKOJION U HallpaBUJIach
B CTapylo 4acTb ropoja.

— A Kak bl cTan odopotHeM? — obparmnack Cepapuma k Hukure. — Tebst ykycriiu wim 310
KaKO€-TO LIBITAHCKOE MPOKJISTHE?

— Tel HauMTaNaCh yKACTUKOB, — MPAYHO YCMEXHYJICS IOHOLIA.

— U Bce xe?
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— 4 mpuHaANexKy K cTae maHrep, — oTBeTu1 Hukura. — Y Hac Hesb3s 3apa3uThCs Yepe3 YKYC.
A CcBOM CITIOCOOHOCTH s TIOTTYYMJI IO HACECTBY ... [lepenanuch OT OqHOro MpeKa.

— D710 eme Kpyye, 4yem s aymanal — ¢ BocxuileHreM npousHecna Cepadguma. — A Korjaa Tbl
BIIEPBBIE. . .

— 41 He xo4y 00 3TOM roBOpUTH, — B3MIsAHY/T Ha Hee Jlerocrae. [loa mpuUcTaIbHBIM B3TJISI0M
ero 3esieHbIX a3 Cuma cpasy nprcMuperna.

®eodanus, BUASA, YTO ITU BOMPOCH! IOHOIIE HE OYeHb MPUSITHBI, PElIiia CMEHUTh TeMY pa3-
rOBOpA.

— Capimianu o rpace OprioBe? — cripocuia OHa, He OTPbIBasi B3MJIsiia OT JOPOTH.

— Cnplnany, — KuBHYJ ApTeM. — Y:kacHble HOBOCTH.

— A 0 HajleTe Ha MOJUIIEUCKKE CKJIaIbl?

— 00 sTOM TOXE, — 0OTBeTHI HUKMTA. — B HOBOCTSX MOgpoOHOCTE He COOOIIaII, HO S TOACITY-
raj, Kak [TaHkpat pacckassiBai 00 3ToM MouM poauTessM. OH cKa3all, YTO Bce CTEKJISTHHbIC CTaTyu
OBbLITV TIOXUIIIEHB! KAKMMHU-TO 3JI0yMBbITUIEHHUKaMU. O TOM, YTO OHM YIILJIM CaMU, CBOUMU HOI'aMH, OH
HE CTaJl YOMUHATh. MO pOIUTeH Taiekh OT BCETO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOIO, M OHU OBl €ro MpoCTO
HE TTOHSUIH.

— A s cipimiana, — nepedua ero Cepaduma, — 9To BCS MOJMUIMSA TOPOJia MPUBEICHA B ITOTHYIO
00eByI0 TOTOBHOCTH! Y OTIIa Be3/ie €CTh CBSA3M, TIOITOMY MBI B Kypce cOObITHI. PykoBoncTBO ropona
COBEPIIICHHO He MIOHUMAET, YTO MPOUCXOTUT B CaHKT-DpUHOYypre, HO OHU TOTOBBI KO BCEMY.

— 4 Beib roBOpHMIIa ¢ IMMOIA, ¥ OHA OJKHA ObLIIA TOHECTH 3Ty MH(OPMAITHIO IO CBOETO HAYAITh-
CTBa, — HEIOBOJIBbHO cKa3ana Peodanuss. — HOBOCTH, HECOMHEHHO, OKa3aJHCh ISl Hee CIIUIIKOM
(baHTacTHUECKMMU, HO MHE KaKEeTCsI, OHA MHE TIOBepyJIa. S CYMTAalo0, 9TO HaM HYKHO U B TaJIbHEHIIIeM
aepxkarb ee B Kypce. [Iporcxopsiiee MOKeT BRIATH U3-T10]] KOHTPOJISI, ¥ IIOMOIIIb MOJTMIIAY HaM OyieT
BechMa KcTaTd... OHaKo TBOW OTel| He coriaceH co MHON. CKOPITMOH TOBOPUT, YTO Mbl CMOXKEM
CITPABUTHLCS M COOCTBEHHBIMU CHJTAMHU.

— ¥V Hero MHOro 3HaKOMBIX, Ha Ybl0 TIOMOIIb OH MOXET PAaCcCUUTHIBAThH, — MOATBEPAUIIA 3TO
Cepacuma.

— bannuToB? — cipocun Hukura.

— B ToM umcrie, — yKJIOHYMBO OTBETUJIA IEBYIIKA. — VIHOra 51 He COIIaIach CO CBOMM Tara-
11eid, Ho OyJIbTe YBEpEHBI — OH BCer/a 3HaeT, UTo JiesaeT.

— Hapetock, uto ThI npaBa, — B31oxHYyIa Peodanus. — [Ipaena, y Kinyda Kammoctpo mHOrO
monert. 1 moHsaTHs He uMelo, rae bect HaOpa Bcex 3TUX roJIoBOPe30B, HO y HEro WX ceivac resnas
apmust! Hac e CIMIITKOM MaJio, Tak 4To Jiiodast MoMoIIbs He OyeT mtiHei. Ho ecv 4to-To noiieT e
Tak... 51 cama 1mo3BoHI0 DMMe, 1 ITYCTh TBOU OTEI] TOBOPHT, uTo XodeT! Mcxon Harero gena ropasio
BaXkHee JIJIS BCeX. .. BakHee, YeM ero HempusATHOCTU C 3aKOHOM !

Cepaduma npomornyana. Bugumo, B 3ToM oHa Obita coracHa ¢ ®eodanuei.

— ¥V TBOEro oTIfa CTONBKO CBA3EH B KpUMUHAJIBHOM MHUpE, — BMelIajics B pasroBop Hukura. —
A 4eM KOHKPETHO OH 3aHUMaeTcs?

— A BOT 00 9TOM £ TOXXe HE X094y TOBOPHUTH, — CyX0 cka3ana emy Cepadrma.

— IloHsATHO! — KMBHYJI IApEHb U CACPKAHHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— 41 e coBceM 3a0bL1 0 KitenmioBoii! — BOCKJIMKHYJT BAPYT ApTeM.

— A uro ¢ Heit? — cnpocwiia Peodanus.

— Ona Oyzet uckaTh MeHsI IO BCei 1Kosie! Mbl Be/ib IOTOBOPHIJIMCH BMECTE MITH JJOMOM !

— Io3BoHU el u npeaynpeau, uTo yxe yiel, — npeaioxuia Cepaguma.

— Ona HayHeT 3a/1aBaTh BOIIPOCH], a BpaTh s HEe ymelo, — Npu3Hajics bupioko. — Jlyudre
MO3BOHIO ei1 o3:xe. IpuHKa MHOroe Jisl Hac ciesiajia, HO Mbl HUYero He FOBOPUM €il. DTO Kak-ToO He
MO-TOBAPUIIIECKU. .. VI ecii OHa y3HaeT NpaBiy, MHE He KUTh!

— Jla nagHO TeOGe! OHa Beah He 3HAET TOJBKO TO, UTO HukuTa — 000pOTeHD, — HATIOMHUJIA EMY
Cepaduma. — Ecu s1 HUUero He mnyrao. ..
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— Ha, sta uH(popMaIys eil HM K YeMy, — ycMexHyJics JleroctaeB, — a B OCTAJIBHOM ThI TTPaB.
Ona momorana BaMm, 3Ha4YUT, HEJIb3sl OCTAaBISATH ee 3a 6opToM. K Tomy ke VprHKe Toke yrpoxaer
OIAaCHOCTh, KaK U BCEM HaM.

— Ckopo BbI BCE OCTaHETECh 32 OOPTOM, KaK Thl BbIpa3wics, — mpousHecia Peodanusi, He CBOAS
I71a3 C 3aCHEeXEeHHOH goporu. — [11aToH HacTanBaer, 4To BCe CITUIIKOM OMAcHO AJIs Bac, MOJPOCTKOB.
W 5 BeIHYX)JeHa ¢ HUM coracuThesi. COBceM HeJIaBHO uyTh He oruona Mapusa, U s He coOMpaioch
TMOJIBEpraTh PUCKY ellle KOro-To 13 Bac.

— Ho BbI Be3eTe Hac B OCOOHSIK BOCKpecIIell U3 MEPTBBIX cTapyxu! — ckazaia Aprem.

— Boobe-To 51 tymaiia, 4to co MHO#M noenet oguH Hukunta! — npusHanack xeHnmHa. — O60-
POTHM HAMHOT'O CHJIbHEE M BBIHOC/IMBEE OOBIKHOBEHHBIX JIIOIEH, [1a ¥ ICIIEIISIIOTCSI OHU TOpasio ObICT-
pee! Jlyurero TeoxpaHuTesisi MHE HE HAlTH.

Hukura n1oBoibHO Ockimabuiicsi. ApreM HernoHumarolie nocmorpen Ha Cepagumy. [leBymika
pasBesia pyKaMu U CMYIIEHHO YJIbIOHYJIach.

— Ilpocto He xotena TeOsi paccTpanBarh, — HIENHY/a oHa. — K TOMy ke MHe NMPUSITHO TBOE
o0mecTBo!

U ona noxsionana ero 1o mieyvy.

— Ho notowm s pemmia, 4To ToJMa NIKOJIBHUKOB BBI30BET MEHBIIIE MOI03PEHNI, — MPOJOJIKIIIA
deodanusi, — MO3TOMY U B3s1J1a Bac BCceX TpouX. Tak Bbl OOJIbIlie HATOMUHAETE JeJIeTalfIo 13 IIKOJIbL.
Ho HaM HyXHO 3aBSI3bIBaTh C STUMU BbUIazKkamu. CiyuuBiieecsi B ocoOHsiKe ['0bIaHCKOM 1 B CTapOM
Mapke CTaJio NnocjaeaHen Kamiei. Bee ciuikom cepbe3Ho!

— Be3 Hac BbI He cripaBUTECh! — C yBePEHHOCTBIO 3asBUT ApTeM. — B3sTh X0OTs1 ObI KOMITBIOTEPBI
1 uHTepHeT. MBI ¢ KilenoBoii MoxeM HalTH Takylo WH(OpMAIIUIO, KOTOPYIO BBl U 3a roj Obl He
Hanuti! He roBopst yxe 0 B3/IoMe HEKOTOPBIX 3aKPBITHIX CEPBEPOB!

deodanusa npomomyana. Eif mpocto Heyero Ob10 OTBeTUTHh. OHA OMMpasiaCh HA CBOW OITBIT
Y TIO3HAHUS B OKKYJBTH3ME, HO COBpPEMEHHbIE TEXHOJIOTHU ObLIM €l Majo JOCTYIHBL. ApTeM 3TO
MPEKPaACHO TIOHUMAJT.

— [ToroBopum 006 3TOM MO3%keE, — XMYpPO MPOM3HECTA OHA. — MBI yKe TOIbe3kKaeM.

Bckope oHa 3armymmiia ABuraTeb, U Tpy30BUK 3amMep Ha 000UnHE 00JIeieHeBIIeN JOPOTH.

— Iyratommee 3penuine, — ckazana Cepadguma, BHIOMpAsCh U3 MAIIUHBL. — BBl yBEepeHBI, 4TO
3[1EChb KTO-TO KUBET?

— A crapyxe Hekyna Oosbliie TiofiaTbes, — orBeTIIa Peodanus. — [lom JlepkaBUHBIX — eTUH-
CTBEHHOE MECTO, Ky/la OHAa MOIJIA TTIOWUTH.

Oma BhITaIMIIA KJTIOYM U3 3aMKa 3aKUranusl. HuKuTa, CuneBIvid psaoM ¢ Hei, TPUIILYpUB-
IIMCh CMOTPEJT Ha 3aCHEXEHHBII OCOOHSIK, BO3BBIIABIIUICS Tocpean aBopa. Ha kpeuibie noma Jep-
’KaBIHBIX Pa3BEBAIMCh HA BETPY XKEJIThIe MpeaypeIuTeIbHbIe JEHTHI [lenapramMenTta 6e301MacHOCTH.
JIBepu OcOOHSIKa ellle HeJaBHO OBbUTH OfevaTaHbl, HO ceiyac KTO-TO COpBaJ BCE MPEAyIpPEKACHHUS.
Brno6aBok y JIeCTHUIIBI HA CHETY BUIHEUCH YbU-TO CIIEJIBI.

— EBOoKUs TOUHO 371€Ch, — C YBEPEHHOCTBIO 3as1BHII ApTeM.

— JIvmb OB HAC HE K elle KTo-HUOyIb, — XMypo miponsHecia PeodaHusl.

Omna 3axJI0MHyNIa ABEpIly MaIIMHBI U 3amiarana K Boporam. Cepaduma, Aprem u Hukwra,
HACTOPOXKEHHO OIISIIBIBASICH [0 CTOPOHAM, TBUHYJIUCH BCJIe 3 Hell. [pyrux MarmH nooam30CcTy He
ObLI0. MOXeT, MOJHIIMS JEUCTBUTENTLHO YKe CHSIA CIICKKY 32 JOMOM?

BopoTa Ob1M 3aKpHITHI, HA HUX Ha TOJICTOM MOpPXKaBeBILEeH IeMH BUCE OOJIBIION 3aMOK.

— Ml 31€ch He TipoiieM, — cka3ayl ApteM. — MaTBell TOBOpuII, €CTh €llle OIMH MyTh — Yepe3
OBIPY B OTpajie.

— Ilpoiinem, — yBepeHHo 3asBuiaa Cuma. — [Ij1s1 MeHs 3TOT 3aMOK He IPETSITCTBHE.

Omna focrayia U3 KapMaHa KypTKY U30THYTYI0 METAJUTMUECKYIO CIIUITY M MPUHSLIACH KOBBIPSThH
el B CKBaXuHe 3aMKa. Peodanus qaxe MMIIMIACH Japa peud, YBUIEB, KaK JIOBKO OHA 3TO JeJIaeT.
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Bckope myxka ¢ meTykoM OTCKOUMIa B CTOpoHY. HukuTa M1 ApTeM BOCTOPKEHHO YCTaBMIJIUCH Ha
Cepacdumy, 1 Ta pacKJiaHsIach, CJIOBHO aKTpHUCa Ha CIIEHE.

— U cnipammmBath HU 0 4eM He Oyay, — cka3ana Peodanusl.

Ona pacriaxHyzia BOpoTa 1 3aliarajia K JOMY, [0 KOJIEHO yTolasi B CHETY.

— ¥V MeHs1 MHOTO HEOOBIYHBIX TaJaHTOB, — cKasana Cuma. — [IpaBaa, u3-3a 3TOro ciyvaiorcs
HENPUATHOCTU C 3aKOHOM !

— He comueBatoch, — kuBHyJa Peodanusi. — OT OCUHKU HE POASITCS aneJbCUHKY, a 51 CJIUIITKOM
XOPOLLO 3HAI0 TBOETO OTLIA.

— J11 MeHs 3TO JTydIuid KOMIUIUMEHT! — 3acMestiach Cuma.

deodanus NOTHANACH IO KAMEHHBIM CTYTIEHSIM U ITOCTY4Yaia B IBEPb.

Aprem 1 Hukuta TeM BpeMeHeM pasIJisAblBaId MpavyHblil Oe3moqubli foM. KaptrHa pasrpom-
JIEHHOM TOCTUHOM BCe€ ellle cTosa neper riazamu Aprema. Creapl neHTarpaMMsl Ha 0Ty, ITUCTOJIET
Y OCKOJIKM JJONIeNbranrepa S01I0HCKOro, ero y’kacHoe JIMII0 Ha OCKOJIKE MYTHOTO CTEKJIa, — Terepb
3TO, MO-BUAMMOMY, OyZIeT MpecieioBaTh ero 10 KOHIA )u3Hu. OH 3aMeTH1 JIUCT (haHephl, BCe TaK
K€ 3aKPBIBAIOIINI Ha TIEPBOM 3TaXe BHIOUTOE OKHO TOCTHHOW. CTaBHU IPYrMX OKOH ObLIM 3aKPBITHI.

— Iaxe He 3arIsHyTh BHYTpb, — oceToBasa Crma.

— PanpInie craBHM OBUTH OTKPHITHI, — 3aMeTr1 Aptem. — $1 310 Xxoporo nomH. Kto-To0, ove-
BUJIHO, MX 3aKPBLL

deodanus mocryyana eie pas, 1 JBepb OCOOHSIKA BAPYT C MPOTSIKHBIM CKPUTIOM OTBOPHJIACH.
Ho 3a Heil HuUKOro He 0Ka3anock.

deodanus 03agaueHHO B3IVISIHYJIA HA CBOMX CITyTHUKOB. CepadrMa MoiTya 1arHyJia BTEeMHYI0
MIPUXOKYI0. ApTEM, C ONTACKOM IMOCMOTPEB TI0 CTOPOHAM, JBUHYJICS 3a Hel. HukuTa 1men nociejHuM.
B nmome mapwit pasrpom, moja Horamu Xxpycresio 6utoe crekio. CBeT efiBa MPOHUKAJ CKBO3b IEJH
CTaBeH, MO3TOMY Ha MEpBOM 3Take ObUIO coBceM TeMHO. Ho M3 nBepei rocTHHOM clofa MpOHUKAI
TYCKJIBII CBET, OYATO TaM ropes OrOHb.

— Ectb KTO-HUOYAB? — rpoMKO cripocuia PeodaHuisi, HANPaBIAsACh B CTOPOHY CBETA.

Ei1 HukTo He oTBeTH 1. OHA C OCTOPOKHOCTHIO BOIILIA B TOCTUHYIO M 3aMepiia Ha riopore. Aptem
[JISIHYJT U3-32 €€ CIIMHBI U TOXKE OTOPOIIEIT.

B xoMHare ropesnio MHO)kecTBO cBeueil. OHM CTOsUIM Ha KAMUHHOW MOJIKE, Ha MOJTY U KYpPHaJb-
HOM CTOJIMKE. A eIlle Ha KPYIJIOM CTOJIe [TOCEPEeMHE KOMHATBI, 32 KOTOPbIM CHUJIEJIa KEHILMHA B Yep-
HoM 1uiaThe. OH TYT K€ y3HaJ B Hell Arvialo, XOTs Tellepb OHa BhlrisAAea nHaye. Madexa Katepunel
BCerja MpeanoynTaia KOpoTkre (pyTOOIKM M PKUHCHI, U TPYAHO ObLIO MPEICTaBUTh €€ B JIPyroi
onexae. CuzeBinas nepel HUMH JKeHIIMHA KyTalach B AJMHHYIO IIaJb C KUCTSMH, U HA Hel ObUIO
YepHOeE IITyXOe IUIaThe, CIyCKaBieecs 1o nosa. CBeTIbie BOJIOCH ObUIM 3a4€CaHbl KBEPXY M 3aKOJIOTHI
YyepernaxoBbiM rpebHeM. CTEeKJISIHHOE JIMILo ATIan clierka MoOJeCKUBaIO B TUIAMEHH CBEUEH.

Ha crone nepen xeHIMHON ObUIM Pa3JIOkKeHbl KAPTHI: OUEBUIHO, OHA rajaa.

— EBnokus? — xpuruio cnpocuia Peodanus. Ee rosoc cierka ocui ot BOJTHEHUS.

— 4 yxe cama He 3HaI0, KTO 51 HA CAMOM JieJie, — poBOpYaJia Ta.

— Tol nomHMIIIL MeHS?

— K cBoemy 1iry0OKOMY COXaJICHHIO. . .

— JIBepb ObLTa OTKpHITA. .. — cMyTUIach Peodanusl.

— 41 me 6010ck BOpoB. Yero mHe 6osThCs, Jllomvuia? 51 omHa B IyCTOM pa3rpOMJICHHOM JIOME. . .
371ech HEYero KpacTb.

— Tel cama XoTena BepHYThCA Cloa.

— U coBepmia 6o5pliryio ommoky. Cama He 3Halo, Ha TO sl Haiesy1ach. .. Beib Kak u pexne s
JIMIIb OIMHOKAsI cTapyXa B OOJIBIIOM, HO Oe3KM3HEHHOM 0COOHSsIKe. OJIHO TOJBbKO OTJIMYUE — TeTeph
31ech HeT MouX Benlel. [axe nopTpersl cHsi co cteH! CIOBHO KTO-TO XOTe YHUUYTOXKHUTD JII0O0e
HAIIOMUHAHKE O TOM, 4TO sI KOrJa-1n0o Kuiia Ha OesioM CBeTe.
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Y Aprema OT KaJOCTH BCE CKAJIOCh B Ipyau. Amias HpaBUJIach €My, OH yBaXasl 3Ty KEH-
muHy. Ho Tereps 3T0 OblTa JIMIIL CTEKJISTHHASL 000JI0UKa, B KOTOpYIo Beenmwiach EBnokus [lepxa-
BUHA. OT1MuMsi ObUTM CJIMIIIKOM OYEBU/IHBI, M TO OTHOCHJIOCH HE TOJIBKO K €€ BHEIIIHEMY BHUY. ArJast
BCerja MpUBETIIMBO YJbI0anach, HUKOra He YHbIBaA. EBIOKHS ke YrpioMO XMy pHIIach, IepeKJiaibl-
Basi KapThl C MeCTa Ha MECTO.

— 3ayeM THl SIBUJIAch B MOM JIOM, rajajika? — HEJOBOJILHO CIpocuia oHa. — W mpuBena c
co0oii... — CTeK/IsIHHAs KEHIIMHA XMYpo B3INIsiHyna Ha Aptema, Hukuty u Cumy. — {1 3Hat0 31ux
nereir. OHYU OBUTH B « APKTHUECKOM MUPE» . ..

— Bce BepHO, — kuBHYJ ApreM. — Ham HyHa Bania moMoIiib.

— XoTuTe OTIPaBUTh MeHsI 00paTHO? — ATJIasi ¢ TIOIO3pEHUEM MOCMOTpeIa Ha Hero.

— Ham neiicTBuTENbHO HyKHA TBOsI TOMOIIIb, EB10KUSI, — TBepO ckazana Peodanust. — A 4To
10 Bo3BpamieHus... Thl caMa mpeKpacHO MOHMMAEIlb, YTO PAaHO WJIM MO3JHO Tebe MpHIETCs Bep-
HYTbCSI M1 OCBOOOAUTH 3TO Tes0. TaKOB HEMMUCAHBIH 3aKOH.

— 41 Bce noHMMalo, — ycTasio Npou3Heca CTeKJIssHHas )KeHIHa. — K ToMmy ke Moe Bo3BpallieHe
HE MPUHECJI0O MHE HUKAaKo# pagoctu. Cagurech, pa3 Npuiu. Buaumo, pasroBop OyaeT AoJITui.

PebsTa ornisinenmchy B MOMCKAX CTY/IbEB U YBUIEH MOKOCUBIIIUICS AUBAH C OTIOMAHHBIMU HOX-
kamu. Hukura, Aprem u Cepaduma cenu Ha Hero, Peodanus nopouia K CTolny U, CKpecTUB Ha
TPy pyKH, 3aMepia nepen EBrokuei.

— Bo 4ro oHu npeBparmiiv Mo J1oM?! — OropYeHHO NpoU3Hecna Ta. — YTo OHM MCKaJM 311eCh?

— Kity6 KanmocTpo ycTport HacTosIyio Tpaiio Ha KaTeprHy 1 OCTaJIbHBIX YJICHOB €€ CEMbH, —
ckazasa Peodanusi, ycakuBasCh HAMPOTUB CTEKJSIHHOW KeHIIMHBL. — OHM HUCKaIU TOACKA3KH,
moOble BellY, KOTOpbIe IOMOIIM Obl UM B OCYILIECTBJICHUH UX TUIAHOB.

— Kak Bce 3anyranock, — Me[IeHHO nokaydasa rojosoit EBnokus. — Karepuna. .. iHorna Hajgo
yMepeTb, 4TOObl Y3HATh BCIO MIPaBAy, YBUETh OYeBUAHOE. .. [IoHATh 3HaMeHus rpsayiiero. Ceiuac
s 3HaI0 MHOT'O TaKOTO, O YeM U He TI0/I03pPEBajIa paHbllIe.

— 4 Tak m He ycrmena moonarojapuTh Bac, — poOko npousHecna Cuma. — Bl criaciu MHe
KU3Hb. ..

— 51 youna lepruny, — kuBHyaa EBokusA. — D1y 3100HYI0 Merepy. Ho oHa 310 3acimyxuna.
3Hanmu OBl BbI, CKOJIBKO 3aryOJieHHBIX YesloBeYeCcKHX Xu3Hed Ha ee cueTy. Kiyd Kammoctpo co3na-
BaJICSI COBCEM He J1s1 9Toro! Hamm cnaBHbe IpeIki HE CTPEMUIIMCh K MEPOBOMY TOCIIOACTBY OHH
XOTEJIH JIMIIb TOCTUTaTh HEBEJJOMOE, U3y4yaTh OKKYJIbTHBIE HAYKH. .. A ceityac BO raBe Kiry0a Bcranu
OeCNpUHIMITHBIE HEeTO[sM, TOTOBbIe YOuBarh Jaxe nerei! 3Hamu Obl 00 3ToM Kasumup, Banepuii
CyXxOpyKOB, MO IOKOWHBIN MyX... He Takoro Oymymiero oHu skesajiu ajisl IBOPSHCKOro coopaHusi!

— ThI fOTKHA TOMOYB HAM OCTAHOBUTH MX! — TBepo ckazaia Peodanusl.

— Ho kak? — pa3Bena crekissHHbIMU pykamu EBnokus. — § masno Ha yto roxyce. Moeil cro-
COOHOCTBIO, TOCTABINIEHCS MHE OT IIPE/IKOB, BCeraa ObUIO rajlaHue Ha KapTax, MpeACcKa3blBaHUE Tpsi-
Aymero. TUM 51 cefiuac ¥ 3aHUMaloCh, HO OTYEr0-TO He BMKY HUYEro orpeseneHHoro. Bee Oyaro
cMentanoch. Bo3MoxHO, BUHOM BCEMy ITPOUCXO/SILEE Ceiiuac B TOM CTPAaHHOM MUpE.

— Tebe uto-T0 M3BecTHO? — cripocuia PeodaHus.

— HexoTopsle MpuYMHBI MPOUCXOASAINETO, — KUBHY/Ia CTEKJISIHHAS JKeHIIMHA. — S He coBceM
noHumaio. .. Ho Heckonbko JIeT Ha3aj] YTo-TO CIy4MJIOCh. XOJ BPEMEHH 1eJl CBOUM UYEpPeioM, HO B
OJIVH MOMEHT BCE U3MEHMJIOCH, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BMEIIAJICS, ¥ UCTOPUSI TTOIILJIA B IPYTOM HAIPaBJICHUH.
[Toatomy s u onrymiaio nomexu. Kak roBopust oquH MyApbiid UeIoBeK, HeJIb3sl COpBaTh B Cajly IIBETOK
Y HEe U3MEHUTD IIPU TOM KYPC JIETSIIEH T7ie-TO KOMETHI. A moToMy OyiyIiiee ceiiuac He Onpe/iesieHo. . .

Omna cobpasna KapThl B KOJIOY M TIIATEIBHO UX MIepeTacoBala.

— 310 He Tapo, — ynuBuiacs Cepaduma.

— 41 Bcerma ramajia UMEHHO Ha 3TOH KoJoge, — ckasaia EBgokusa. — Ilosesno, uto Arnast He
BBIOpOCHIIA M ee. Buaumo, permia, yTo 3T0 00bIYHbIe UrpajibHble KapThl. CHUME. — OHa POTSAHYIa
kosiony Peopanum.
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— Ceituyac He BpeMmsl... — OTBETUJIA Ta.

— Caumu! — noBenmTesbHO noBTOpwia EBokus. — Thl mpuiiuia 3a MOMOIIBIO, TaK MO3BOJb
okazartb ee Tede!

deodanus Moua MOTIMHUIACH. EBIOKMS CHSJTa BEPXHIO KapTy U MOJIOKUIIA ee Tiepe]] Hell.

— Ilama nmuk! — ycMexHyJs1ach OHa. — DTO Thl caMa. 51 B TOM M HE COMHEBaJIach.

OHa npuHsUIach PacKJIaapBaTh KapThl B onpeaeeHHoM nopsiake. [TocaeqHuMy Ha CTOJ JIETJT
JIBE J1aMbl — YepBel U Tped.

— Jlama yepBelt — 3epkasibHast BegpMa! 30710TOBOJIOCAs] KpacaBUIla B KPACHBIX JIOCTIEXax, s10-
BUTas, CJIOBHO 3Mesi. O4eHb CKOPO BHI C HEH BCTPETUTECH, — MPOM3HecTa EBIOKYA, TIIs/1s HA KapThl. —
Jama Tped — HeOKUIAHHBIN COIO3HUK. ECiu TH TPaBUIIBHO pa3bIrpaelilb CBOK MAPTHIO, OHA TIOMOXKET
TeOe O/10JIeTh JaMy YepBei.

— Coro3nuk?! B 60pwoe ¢ ['eprpymoii? Ho kTo ke 3107 — yaueuinack ®eodanust. — Y MeHs HET
HU €JUHOM JOTraJKH Ha STOT CYET.

— Droro s He 3Hal0. f ik npeapekan Tede BOZMOXKHBIE BAPUAHTHI Pa3BUTHUsI COOBITUM, —
noxara riedamu Epiokust. — KapTel 1aioT Ham MoAacKa3ku, HO cBoe Oy/yIiiee Mbl BEPIIIMM CAMH. . .
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I'1aBa Bocbmasn
Kak s1 Haily TallHUK?

o T

['yapwuii, He OTpBIBasich, 37100HO cMOTpen Ha KatepuHy, HO HEO)XUIAHHO OH YJapwJj MO CTOTY
KOTTHUCTOM PYKOM M I'POMKO pacxoxoTajics. Bce MpUCyTCTByIOIHE TYT ke pacciaOuiInch U TOXe
3ayJIbI0AJTUCh.

— Cwmenuts xopona?! Her, Bbl cabimanu?! Bor 310 cinosa ucrunHoil Cectpbl ThMbl! — BOC-
KJIMKHYJ1 OH. — Ho He Bce Tak nmpocro! Bunuiib 1, Kpolika, KOpojaeM XUpOITep MOXKET CTaTh JIMIIb
TOT, B UbMX KMJIAX TEUET KOPOJIEBCKAsA KpOBb! MBI JKMBEM HAMHOTO JIOJIbLIE JIOJEH U HE TOPOIIUMCS
003aBOIUTHLCS MOTOMCTBOM. HacnemHuka y MeHsi oKa HeT, a 3HauuT, B Cllydae MOei CMEepPTH XHPO-
nTephl ocTaHyTcst Oe3 npensoauTens. Hactynmur xaoc, mponsercsi MHOro kpou! IlpeTeHAeHTH Ha
npectos OyayT yOuBarth APYT Apyra, HOKa He HalIeTCsl OAMH, CAMBII CUJIbHBIN U KPOBOXKaIHbINA. Moii
HapoJ1 OTVIMYHO IOHUMAET 3TO, ¥ MOM TMOAJJAHHbIE 0OEPEraoT MOIO KM3Hb JJaKe [IEHOM COOCTBEHHOM.
[Tostomy ¥ momydaercs, YTO BCErO JIMILb OfHA KPUCTAIMIA JEPKUT B MIOBUHOBEHUU HECKOJIBKO
THICSIY XUpoInTep!

— Cmorna xe 51 0CBOOOIUTHCS OT 3aKJIATHS KPUCTAILTUIBL, — THXO npousHecna Karepuna. — U
0CBOOOIMIIA CBOUX JIPY3EH.

— Mei 3Haem 00 3toMm! — ckazan Anekcanap. — UM 1o 3amevarensro! Thl cMoOrIa MpoYMTaTh
TerparoH, a TBoi Temublii [1amop, ycuiienHslil KpoBbio Kanmoctpo, no cuiie caenan 1edst paBHOM
camoit Kpacnoit AdOaruce. YacTh 3aKJIMHAHUI CTEKJISTHHOW KHUTHM HAIMCaHa Ha JEMOHCKOM SI3bIKe,
Y OHM OTKpbUIHCH TeOe. BoT mouemy, 3Hast 06 3TOM, Mbl HaJjeeMCsl Ha TBOIO TOMOIIIb !

— Bol xotuTe, 4T0OBI 51 MpOYIa 3aKJMHAHUE W MOMOIJIA BaM M30aBUTLCS OT KpUCTALUUA?! —
porananack Karepuna.

— He tonbko! 13 Beex, KOTO 51 3HAIO, TOJIBKO Thl MOXKEIIIb MPOUYeCTh TeTparoH nojaHocThio, Kate-
puna. laxxe KpachHast AGGaruca He MOXeT pa3o0parh U MOJIOBUHBI U3 HAIIMCAHHOTO B 9TOW Marmye-
CKOH KHHTe, MBI K HEHl y)ke 00paIaimch. S3bIK, Ha KOTOPOM Hal¥caHa 4acThb 3aKJIMHaHUN TeTparoHa,
AaBHO cumTtaetcsi MepTBbIM. [ToTomy s 1 uckan KopHenuyca, Beib OH ObUT OIHUM U3 TEX KOJIAYHOB,
KOTOPBIE COCTABUIIM MPOKJIATYI0 KHUTY ! Ho cTapuk pacceimnaics. .. Tenepb ofHa Hajexaa Ha TeOs1. B
KHUTE eCTb 0c000€ 3aKJIMHaHKUe, ero Ha3bBaloT JInd! OHO MOXKET JIMIIUTh CHIIBI Jaske CaMOro MOT'y-
IIIECTBEHHOTO KOJI/IyHa. MBI XOTHM, YTOOBI Thl HAIILIa 3TO 3aKJIMHaHKE U Jiniia cuibl Jamy Teneit!
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— O, — TonbKO U cMorvIa pousHecty Karepuna.

— Ho 6aponecca 3Haet o Jluue, — nmogaina rosoc Jlokycra. — [ToatoMy oHa U perwia 3a0pathb
TerparoH y 3epkajbHbIX BepbM. B MOHAcThIpe yke JaBHO CTal0 HECIOKOIHO, BEIbMbI BCE Yallle
BBIPAKAJIM CBOE HEIOBOJILCTBO. B 11000 MOMEHT OHM MOTJIH MOAHATH OYHT npoTuB Jlambl Tenent, u
MO3TOMY OHa pelnia nojacrpaxoBatbes. Eil cniokoiiHee, koraa TeTparon HaXOAUTCS B €€ TalHUKe.

— U rue xe 3toT TaliHuK? — cnpocuiia Karepuna.

— MHe 310 Hen3BecTHO, — oTBeThIa JIoKycTa. — HeKoTopbie Bell OHa AEPKUT B CEKPETE AaKe
OT MEHS.

— B takoM cityyae Kak 5 ero Haigy?

— Tsl mogenuach KpoBblo ¢ TerparoHom, — ckazaia JIokycra. — Tenepb Marnyeckasi KHUra
MOXET OTKJIMKHYThCSI Ha TBOW 30B. Ecii oHa OyzieT r1ie-To psiioM, Thl 9TO MOYyBCTBYelb. Haiinenn
TerparoH, Haii/iellb ¥ HAIllM KPUCTAJLIM/IBL, BE/Ib OHU XPAHSTCS B TOM K€ TallHUKE. A KOrJja Mbl OCBO-
O0aMMCs OT BJIaCTH TEMHOW Maruu, cooOma Mel cMoxeM ofosnets lamy Teneit. Jlumuts ee marude-
CKUX CHJI.

— OpHako crienaTh BCe HYKHO JI0 TOro, Kak OHU ¢ TeMHENIIUM OTKPOIOT MOpTasl Ha 3eMJIio, —
nponoykuin Anekcanap. — Korna onn Haunyt putyai, [Jame Teneit moHano0sTcs Bee maATh 3eplie-
KJIMKOHOB. BMmecTe oHM ycumBatot moipb TemHefiniero. Tpu y Hee yke ecThb, 3TO ee COOCTBEHHBIH,
3epuekiukon Mactepa 3epkain u amysnet [Tosenutens Kykosn, KoTopblii oHa 0TOOpasia y Hero COBCeM
HE/IaBHO. 3HAUUT, JIJIs1 COBEPIIIEHUs] pUTyasia oHa npuriacut Mens u [ensduny. baponecca nompo-
CHUT HAC MIOMOYb €i, HO OTOM. .. MBI CTaHEM €l He HYKHBbI, U HEU3BECTHO, UTO OHA C HAMHU CJIeJIaeT.

[pu stx cnoBax [lenbpuHa noodneaHena.

— Iloxasnyii, HaM J1ydle He pUCKOBaTh, — 3aKOHUYMII oTel] KaTepuHsi.

— 41 He nepesxuBy, ecnu cHOBa notepsiio Teds1. — [llagypckas cxana pyky Jdensgunsl. — Teneps,
KOI/Z1a MBI BCTPETHJIUChH CITYCTSl CTOJIBKO JIeT!

— Bce 3aBucur Tonbko ot Hee. — [enbduna B3risHyna Ha Karepuny, u Toil BAPYT CTajio He 1Mo
ceOe Moj1 ee TSKETIbIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Omna cpenaer 310, — ¢ yBepeHHOCTbI0 ITpousHecia Hlagypckas. — Ona cMoker, s 3Haio. A
€cJIM IOHAJ0OUTCs, 51 caMa ToMory eii Bo BceM! Thl Beib X04elllb BEpHYTh OTIa? — 0OpaThiiach OHa
K JIEBYILIKE.

— Xouy, — HEMHOro nosayman, kuBHyJa Katepuna. Ho xortena iam oHa storo Ha camom aene?
Orer Opocuit ee MHOTO JIET Ha3a[] U YIIIeN 32 CBOeH JIIDOOBBIO, a Tereph BOT KaK BCE MIOBEPHYJIOCh.

— A s x0o4y BepHYTbCs Ha 3eMJII0 CO CBOE Jouepblo, — mpousHecna Buonerra lagypckas. —
MBs1 06e criocoOHbI Ha MHOTOE. Ec/ii HaM 00beJMHUTh YCUITHSL, MBI TOPBI CBEPHEM !

— ITO TOYHO, — YABIOHYJICS AJIEKCaHApP, — Thl COBEPIIIEHHO He N3MeHwmIach, Bronerra. ['otoBa
Ha BCE PaJy JOCTUKEHUS CBOUX LIEJIEH.

— A BOT Tl U3MEHWJICH, — 3aMeTuIa TpacuHs. — Bee 3Tn HeBeposiTHble nepeMenbl! Kak 3to
CJIy4rJIOCh?

— OfHO U3 YyJeCHBIX CBOMCTB 9TOrO MUpa, — OTBETU [lepikaBuH. — 1 ObLIT BEIMKUM MILTIO3HO-
HUCTOM, U 51 UM OCTAJICS1, TOJIBKO CHJIa MO$I TENIepb HAMHOTO MPEBBIIIAET Ty, KAKOU 51 BJIA/IEN paHbLIE.
A emie marus... 9TO HU C YEM He CpaBHMMbIE omyieHus! I Mory co3aaBaTh reliTajibToB, J1e1aTh
Apyrue yIuBUTEIbHbIE BEIn !

— Y6ugars moneid. .. — Tuxo goodasmia Karepuna.

— Jla, B 9TOM MHpe MHOI'O eCTOKOCTU. XOuYelllb BbDKUTh — CTaHb KeCTOKou cama! Thbl Bce
HE MOJKelIb 3a0biTh 0 Pe3aHoBbIxX, Kateprna? A xouers, 51 pacckaxy Tede o Hux? Korga Hukomnait
HaszapoB BeIKpas1 y MEHsI 3eJIeHBII KJII0Y 1 cOeXal ¢ HUIM U3 ABOPIIA, s KaK pa3 HAXOIWIICS B 3aMKe
Hambi Teneit. Y ato Pe3anos npukasan [Tbepy KpacHopykoBy youts Hukonas, eciy TOT HOMbITaeTcs
CKpbITbCS. YTO M ciyunsioch. Bo BesikoM cityuae 51 He xenain cMepty Hukonas. Ckasare no npasje,
sl UCTIBITHIBAJI CWJIBHOE YyBCTBO BHHBI, [IOTOMY YTO OTHpaBmI €ro ciofa. OH He y3Hal MEeHsl B Macke,
HO 51 OTBICKAJI ero B 3eplajvy U clejal Bce, YToObl OH M3 paba MpeBpaTwiicsl B UMIIEPATOPCKOTO
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uHxeHepa. Hukomaii 3Han o mamuHe Kanvoctpo u nomsitasnics coexarh Ha 3eMJTio, K CBOSH CeMbe.
41 e BUHIO ero 3a 310. Ho Pe3anoB npuka3zan youts ero! A BepoHuka, ero xeHa, Ta emie Merepa! OH
caxkaJl B TIOPbMY HEBHHOBHBIX JIIOZIEH, @ OHA pacropsikajach UIMYIIECTBOM, KOTOPOE Y HUX KOH(UC-
KOBBIBJIY, MPUCBanBaia cede uyxoe 7o0po. OHU 3710pOBO OOOTaTHIIUCh 32 CUET ITOTO.

— BepHo, — kuBHY”a rpaduHs, — Mep3kue ObUTH MoauIKy. A Hukomast MHe Toke ObLIO KaJlb.
OH OBUT XOPOIITNM YEJIOBEKOM M He 3aCITYKUJI TAKON YYaCTH.

— Ho nonan-to oH ciona u3-3a te0s1! — ynpeknyina Karepuna otia.

— 41 611 MO0, TOPSTY M TITYTI, — C TIeYasIblo pou3Hec AJiekcanap. — He mpoxoauT u JHs1, 4TOOBI
sl He coxaJiesn o cBoux nocrymnkax. Korgqa MaprapuTa y3nana 000 BceM OT CBOEH OfIepKUMOM CEeCTpBhI,
B HAIIMX OTHOIIEHUSIX Mpou3olesn pa3naj. Ho yxe 10 Toro s 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO MPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO
HenajgHoe. S cuntan HazapoBa cBoum koHKypeHTOM. Ho 1 oH Obi1 Xopor! TTocTosiHHO sS3BUJI, TTOA-
TPYHHUBAJ HaJI0 MHOM, TIBITAJICS] BBICTABUTH Ha mocMeruie! OHaK/Abl s He BbIIEPKaJl U OTIIPABUT
ero B Jpyroil MUp C MOMOIIBIO 3epKaTbHON MaIMHbL. .. D70 Tpareaus, Katepuna. 51 Ob1 Bce oTaan,
unib Obl MPEJOTBPATUTH CITy4YHBIIeecs, HO YBb! DTo MaprapuTy 30ByT XOIsIlIell CKBO3b BpeMs.
Msue nono6Hbie (POKYCHl HEAOCTYITHBI.

— B niporiiom Bee MBI cliesialii MHOTO OIIMOOK, — cornacuiack [lamypckas. — Ho v 3amarumm
3a 3TO CIIOJIHA.

— Korga Maprapura ynuia B 3epriajivio, OHa ocTaBria Te0s Ha 3emiie, — mpoaokun depka-
BUH, — XOT$ 3HaJIa, YTO 32 TOOOH MOCTOSTHHO OYIyT OXOTUThCS T€, KTO 3HaJI O mpopouectBe Opakysa
Uepaeit. OHa He xoTena Jyis TeOs TakoW KU3HU. A s MecTa cebe He HaXOOWI OT TOpst U TOCKH TIO
Hell. Y3ke Toraa s 3HaJl, 4TO OTIPAaBIIOCh Ha ee moucku. Ho ¢ kem Obl 51 octaBun Tedsi? Co cBoeit
MaTepblo, KOTopas Ha QyX He mepeHocwa jereii? U Tyt g momyman o0 Arnae. 1 He UCIIBITHIBA K
Hell JIIoOBH, S JIMIIb 3HAJI, YTO OHA CTaHEeT XOpoller mMaTepbio 11 Te0si. KpacuBasi, ouenb noGpas
JeBYIIIKA, KOTOPas CMOXKET O TeOe Mo3a00TUThCS.

— Tol ouapoBai u ee? — ¢ uponuen cnpocuia Karepuna.

AJekcansip 4yTh 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Cornacuch, 310 ObLT XOPOIIUi BHIOOP. MBI HOXEHWIIUCh, U OHA MOTI00MIIa TeOs, KaK POJHYIO
104b. Sl HUKOTIa ¥ HE COMHEBAJICS, UTO TaK OyzeT. A 3aTeM 51 OCTaBWII TeOs Ha ee TIOTIeYeHNH U riepe-
I11eJT HA 3Ty CTOPOHY 3epKajia. Mapro s Tak ¥ He HallleJl, OHa YMeJIO CKPbIBAJIACh U OT CBOUX MPEKHUX
coOpatbeB, 1 oT BrnacrenmaoB. Ho 3aTo MeHst pasbickana Jlama Teneit. M koraa oHM M30aBHIIUCH OT
uctuHHOTO MiMmieparopa, OHa 3acTaBuiia MEHs 3aHSATh €ro MecTo. § momy4nit 3eplueKIMKOH U 00pe
BCIO €T0 CHITY, KOTOpasi BOCIPHHSIIA MEHsI KaK €ro KpOBHOTO pofcTBeHHMKA. Ho Bce 310 Bpems s He
riepecraBaj UCKaTb Maprapury... ¥ gymath o Teoe. S qaBHO Obl BEpHYJICS, HO HE MOT 3TOTO ClIeJaTh.
KpacHblii k1109 60s1bI1Ie HE MOT' OTKPBITH MHE ITyTh HA 3eMJTIO HJT B KaKOW-TO WHOM MUD.

— YauBUTENTBHO, UTO TeOe ynanock yrauTth ero ot Jamel Teneit, — 3amerwa [llagypckas. — Beap
OHA TaK YIMOPHO MCKaJIa MOCIEIHINA KIToY!

— MHe ypanoch yoequTth BceX, UTO Kiou yTepsiH. Ceiiuac HUKTO, KpOMe MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX
31€Ch, HE 3HAET, YTO OH y MEHSI.

— O HeM 3HAIT U MOM Jpy3bsi, C KOTOPHIMU Thl pa3zenajcs B jome KopHenumyca, — ckazana
Karepuna.

— Hy onu Bpsig 1 pacckaxyt 00 atom dame Teneit, — yemexnyicst Anekcanap. — Teds compo-
BOK/IAJIM HA/IE)KHBIE U BepHbIE COPATHUKU. MBI ¢ HUIMU 3a0IHO B Hamlell 6opbOe, XOTs OHM TOKa
9TOro M He 3HaloT. [IpenarenbHuUIAa cpey HUX ObUIa JIMIIb OAHA, J04b HuKomMas, HO, HACKOJIbKO MHE
M3BECTHO, OHA yKe MOKHMHYJA Baly psijibl. JleBuiia okazanach Ha yavBieHne BepornoMHoi! Eciu bl
He oHa, TeTparoH yxe OblT Obl B TBOMX PyKax, U BCE OKa3aJI0Ch Obl HAMHOTO TTPOIIIE.

— Harama npocto coBepimia omuoky.

— A TBI pa3Be He Tauillb HAa Hee o0uIy? — yauBUiIcs AJekcanp. — JlioOas apyras aeByIika Ha
TBOEM MECTe BO3HEHaBH/es1a Obl ee 3a 3TO.
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— HenaBuctu s He ucnbIThIBaI0, — Npu3Haiack Karepuna. —  jmmb oropueHa, 4ro BCe Tak
MOy 4HJIOCh.

— Jly4dinas moapyra HaHecsa yaap B CIIUHY, U K HEW HeT HeHaBUCTU?! — BOCKJIMKHY/IA [lenb-
¢duna. — Jla s yHuuTOoXkMIa Obl ee Tpu mepBoil ke BcTpeue! Bol Tonbko mocmotpure! f ykpana y
Hee KUCET C MOPOILKOM, M OHA TEpIETh MEHsI He MOKeT! A Ta Mep3aBKa CTOJIBKO pa3 MpejaBajia u
TOZICTABJISJIa €€, HO OHA JIUIIb HEMHOIO OropyeHa!

— MHe u3BeCTHBI TPUYMHBI, KOTOpbIE TOJIKHYIIU €€ Ha 3TO! — HeBO3MyTHMO oTBeTHIa KarepuHa.

— YV MeHs Toxe OblT BECKUH JOBOj!

— Tbl MOIIa TOMPOCUTH MEHSI O TIOMOIIIHY, & He JIENUCTBOBATh TaK BEPOJIOMHO! — Bo3paszuiia el
Karepuna.

— He mo6mo yamxarbcsi! — BeicokoMepHo 3asiBuia enbduna. — S mour Brnacrenmna 3epiia-
muu! U Bceraa 6epy TO, YTO MHE HYKHO, HE CITpalllMBasi HU y KOTO pa3pelieHus!

— IIpuemnas nous, — napupoBayia Karepuna.

— JleBymiku, He ccopbTech, — BMernanach [anypckas. — [laBaiite syuine 3a0yemM O CIy4uB-
1iemMcsl Koraa-To.

— 3abmiTh?! — pazozmunack denbguna. — Hy yx Her! OHa ockopOuia mensi! Takoe s1 HUKOria
He 3a0ymy!

— Bor B 3TOM M 3aK/04aeTcs pa3Hulla MeX/ly HaMH, — CIIOKOMHO npou3Hecia Karepuna. — A
BOT 51 YMEIO MPOIIATh HEKOTOPbIE BEIH. . .

— Toraa mpocTtH ¥ CBOIO CyMacIIeAIyIo TETKY, KOTopasi yKe TPYXKAbl TbITanach Tedst MPUKOH-
yuTh! — pacxoxoTayiach BApyr enbguHa.

Katepuna rHeBHO cornypuiia mia3a. Eii Bapyr 3axorenock 3amycTuth B [lenbguHy yeM-HuOyIb
TsokesbiM. OHa yke Hayajla OCMaTpuBaThCsl, MOIBICKUBAS YTO-TO TOAXOMsIIEE.

— O KpuctuHe ToXe He CTOUT 3a0bIBaTh, — coriacuiicsi Ajekcanap. — OHa ele JOCTaBUT Mpo-
onem. ..

Henbuna BApYr nepeMeHuIack B mue U 3axpunena. [lagypckas B y:xxace cMoTpesa Ha Hee.
3eplLeKIMKOH Ha TPYAU JIEBYIIKU SIPKO TOJIBIXHYJI KPACHBIM OTHEM.

— Tonbko He Teneps! — MpoXpuIiesa OHa, BIEMHUBIINCH B TIOJJIOKOTHUKY Kpeca.

— Yro npoucxonut? — nepernyraiach rpagpuHs.

— V Hee Bugenue, — orBetu ['yapui, ¢ MHTEpecoM ISl Ha KOpUMBILYylocs B Kpecie [enb-
¢duny. — 51 yacrenbko Habmonan nopoodHoe y Opakyna Yepseit.

HenbrHa chexaa Ha 1oJ1 ¥ pyXHyJia Ha KOJIEHH, JIJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI 3aKpbLIH ee TuLo. ['paduns
xoTesia ObLJIO MOMOYb JJ0UepH, HO AJIEKCaHIIp ylepKal ee.

— Bce uzer ceouM uepesioM, — pousHec oH. — Jlyuilie ee ceituac He Tporarh.

B stoT MoMeHT [lenbrHa pe3ko BckuHYIa roioBy. Ee rmaza cramm GenbiMu, 6e3 3padkoB, a B
BOJIOCAX 3allIeBEJIMIINCH YepHble OnecTtsume 3men. KatepruHa conporayiaach OT oMep3eHHsl.

— [anTteon! — npoxpunena [enspuna. — Craryu crapeimuH. .. Kongosckoe 3epkano! I'poo-
HUIIA IPEBHUX KOJIIyHOB-OCHOBateseu... YepHslil [Jxokep ponutcsa! A KpacHoro xkIayT OTBETH Ha
BONpPOCHL... I cmepTh!

Tesno neByIIKM HAMPSIIIOCh M BBITHYJIOCH IyTOi, M OHa 00ecCHIeHHO pyxHy/a Ha non. [lamyp-
cKas TyT e Opocwiach mogHUMath ee. JenbduHy TpsCo, CIOBHO B JIUXOPAIKe, OHA CYIOPOKHO
BIETIWJIACH B MPOTSIHYTYIO PYKY MaTepu.

— Kax/piit pa3 oHO U TO ke! — BbIOXHY/A OHA. — HeHnaBmxky!

— Dro mara 3a TBoOu nap, — ckazan ['yapui. — OnHako o kakom [lanteone ujaer peub?

— 41 3Ha10 UMb OTHO MECTO C TAKMM Ha3BaHUEM, — cKazall Asekcanap. — CTapuHHOE CBSITH-
JuIie, rpoOHMIIA IPEBHEUIIMX KOJIIYHOB M UX CIIOABMAKHUKOB. OHO pacronokeHo rje-To BO Biajie-
Husix damel Teneit. U eme ynomunanue o aByx Jxokepax. ..

— 3aHaTHO, He Tak Ju? — 3ametrun ['yapun. — CHoBa 311 [Ixokepsl... M kKak co BceM 3TUM
pazoOpatbes?
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— 910 aeno st Cectpsl TeMbl. Tak Kak, 1049b, — B3MIsAHYT Ha KatepuHy oTelr, — Thl TOMOXKeEIIIb
"Ham? ITomoxers Mue?
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I'naBa neBsiTaga
Henb poxaenus Haramm

Karepuna He 3Hauna, uto emy orBeTUTh. OHa He cumTasia ceOst KakoW-TO N30paHHOM, HE 3HAJIA,
yto o3HayaeT ObITh CecTpoit TeMbl. Ho Bce oTyero-to xknanu ee nomomy. Hukomy u B ToJioBy He
MPUXOJMIIO, YTO OHA MOXET He CIPaBUThLCS C MOCTABJIEHHOM Mepel Hell 3aJaueil, mycTh Jake mpu
nojiiepXkKe CBoux apy3edd. Ho 1uiaHel cOOpaBIIMXCS 32 STUM CTOJIOM €l HPaBHJIKMCh. JIMIIUTD CHJT
Hamy Teneit, ocranoButh TemHeritero. .. 1 BO3MOKHO, HAUTH CIIOCOO HE TOMBKO CAMOU BEPHYThHCS
JIOMOIA, HO 1 B35Th ¢ cOO0# oTIia. KTo OT Takoro otkaxercs? A elne ei Hy)KHO OCBOOOIUTH U3 TUIEHA Y
[Moenmutens Kykon cBoo Math Maprapury, a 6€3 OMOIIIHU BIUSITEIbHBIX 0CO0 €i 3TOro He JIOOUThCS.

— Ilomory, — cornacunach oHa. YTo eille el ocTaBaaoch?

— OrmmyHo! — o6panoBascs lepxaBuH.

— Tonbko 51 HE coBceM MOHsIA, YTO Bee-Taku OT MeHs Tpedyercs. 1 uto Hajo aenats?

— Jlama TeHeil yxe 3HaeT, 4TO Thl HAXOAUIILCS B 9TOM 3aMKE.

— Bor kak?! — Hanpsarmiace KarepuHa.

— Takoe Ham OT Hee He yTauTh. Y Hee Be3zie CBou Joau. Ho BaM CyXIeHO BCTPETUThLCS, PAaHO
WY TIO3/THO 3TO JOJIKHO CIIYYUTBhCS, TAK YTO HE MepekrBai, — MOCIEITHO JOOABIII OTell, YBHIECB,
Kak BBITsAHYJIOCH JinIO0 KarepuHbl. — CKOpo OHa MOSBUTCS 31ech. Bo gBOpIie OyaeT ycTpoeH mpuem
U151 KOJIZIYHOB M Be[IbM 3epIaJiii, CAMBbIX CUJIbHBIX U3 3JICITHEN apucTokpatuu. [1Jis Tex, KTo ObLI BO
aBopue Macrtepa 3epkall, KOrjaa BaM MpUIILIOCh cpa3uTbes ¢ OpakysioM Yepsed, U yCUIIMBAJI CBOU
CIIOCOOHOCTH TIpU cMeHe JiyH. Beny ®@pune u TemHelmemy Oyzier Hy)KHO coOpaTh KpPyr U3 JIBeHa-
ALIaTH MaroB JIJIs1 y4acThsi B pUTyaJie OTKpbITHS nopTaia. Korga oHu HaillyT Bcex, OHU MOCIelar BO
Bragenus damel Teneil. Thl OTIIpaBUIIILCS C HUMU B €€ 00CHIMAaHOBbIN JBopell. Ho He oTuauBaiics,
Thl Oygelb He ogHa. Mbl Toxke Tyaa noenem u nomoxem Tede. Hy a B odurtenu lambl Teneit Tebe
HYKHO OyZIeT OThICKaTh TeTparoH U mpo4yecTbh HY:)KHOE 3aKJIMHAHUe. JIUIMM BejbMy CHJT — [TOJIOBUHA
nena Oynet caenana. Ocranercst onqvH TeMHeRIuii.

— Ho kax mbl ogoneem ero? — cipocusia Katepuna.

— OO0 3tom 3HawoT Jimis Marvctp 1 Koprenuyc. Benp oHM mprcyTCTBOBaIM, KOTjia JIEMOHA
3aMypOBBIBAJIM B MArMYECKOE 3ePKAJIO HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETUI Ha3a/l. A elle Kak cesaTh 3T0 — I0JIKHO
coaepxarbes B Terparone. OHaKO HaUMHATh CIEAYET ¢ 3aKJIMHaHu:A JIny.
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Karepuna npmxana pyku K Buckam. OT BOJIHEHUsI ee cepiie 3a01I0Ch valle, ¥ B Py Ha4aio
pasnuBaThcs 3HaKoMoe Teruio. Hy)kHO HeMeJIEHHO YCIIOKOUTBCS.

— Ho lama Teneii ket MeHs1, YTOOBI HAUaTh PUTYyasl OTKPHITUS MopTasia Ha 3emimo. Eci Mbl
He ycrieeM? Eciii oHU OTKpOIOT TTpoxof?

— Ml ux onepeauM, — ycriokoun ee Asiekcanap. — TBos 3agaya — jumth Ppuay cui, a 00
OCTaJIbHOM MBI camu Tio3abotumcs. [Tonbitaemcst 06e31BukUTh TeMHelIero, a 3aTeM YHUUTOXKHUTD
ero!

— Kak?! Pa3Be Takoe Bo3MokHO?! — BockJIMKHYJIa KarepuHa.

— B Terparone onmcaHo, Kak cieiarhb 310, — noackasaina Jlokycra.

—IlpaBna?! — ynuBuiace aeByiika. — [louemy xe Toraa ApeBHHUE KOJNIYHBI, O KOTOPBIX Bbl MHE
TOBOPUJIH, €r0 Cpa3y He YHUUTOXKUIU? [loueMy OHM JIMILb 3aTOUMIIM €70 B 3€pKaJIo?

— Bce onu 3anumanucy TeMHou marveid, Katepuna, — orsetm BMecto Jlokyctsl otelr. — Jaxe
Kophenuyc, KoTopblii B Teé BpeMeHa caM COBEPILIM HEMaJlo HENPUIIAAHBIX Ael. OHU yepraiy CBOO
MOIITh U3 CHJI TOpadoIieHHOro TeMHerIIero, BOT MoYeMy UM HEBBITOJJHO ObLIIO U30aBJISITCS OT UYJI0-
Buia. OHU MOTJIA YHHUUTOXHUTH €r0, HO TIPEANOUIN COXPAHUTH €MY JKU3Hb, YTOOBI TTOTb30BaThCS €r0
TEMHBIMU cHilamMU. $1 3Hai0, Bce 3TO PUCKOBAHHO, HO BBIXOZIA Y HAaC HET. MHorue uyneca 3epuaiuu
CO3/1aHBbI C MIOMOIIBI0 YepHOU Maruu, Mmarun Temueitiero. He Bce... Ho ouens muorue! Eciiu Ham
yAacTcsi yHUUTOXUTh TeMmHeiniero, ero cuia yuaer! Mcue3HeT Bce, 4TO CO3/1aHO C MOMOILBIO €r0
Maruu! Jlonmenpranrepsl MpeBpaTsATcs B OECIONE3HBIX CTEKJISTHHBIX KYKOJI,  OCTEKJICHEBILINE JTIOIH
BHOBb OKUBYT. ICCAKHYT CUTBbI O0BITMHCTBA MaroB 3epiiayiiu! TBOpUTh BOIIIIEOCTBO CMOTYT JIMIIIb
T€, KTO YepIiaeT CUIy B OKpYXKalolleM MUpe, B TPUPOJE ¥ OCOOO0H SHEpruu 3Toro u3mepenust. Mcues-
Het TemHblil [T1amop, a ¢ HUM U npokisTUe TeMHelero. A 3HaYUT, Thl U 1 CMOXKEM BEPHYTHCS Ha
3emIto.

— A Kak xe Banm crocodHoct? — cpocuiia Karepuna.

— 41 BrionHE 0060 IYCh O3 PUIIAJIKOB SCHOBUIeH! S, — ckazasa [enbpuHa. — OT HUX y MeHs
OIHU TOJIbKO HEMPUSITHOCTH !

— A 4 TOTOB OTKa3aThCsl OT Marky paay CBOei cBOOOMbI, — ckazas Asiekcanap. — S nonrue
robl UCKaJ MyTh B 3epLaINio, HaJlesich 0OpecTH Marmueckue crocooHoctd. Ho 1o He mpuHecno
MHE CcYacThsi. A OTOMY s1 6€3 BCSKOTO COXAJIECHUsI HaBCETAa MOKMHY 3TOT MUP U C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM
CHOBA CTaHYy M3BECTHBIM WJUTIO3MOHUCTOM! fI Xouy nomoii! M He HykHa MHe HuKakas Mmarus! Kak
CUMTAaellb, 51 MOTY caM OOpaTUThCs K Marucrpy 3a oMoIIbio?

—Koneuno! On GyneT TonbKo paji moMoub, — oTBeTrsa Karepuna. — Co3epriateny XoTsT, 4ToObI
B 3eplajiui BOLIAPWIICS. MUP U CIIOKOICTBUE, a JIJIs1 3TOrO UM HYKHO CBEpPrHyTh BractesmHOB.

VY Bac OGnmaropomHble 1eii, T03ToMYy Maructp HenmpeMeHHO moMokeT. M s cornacHa crienatb
BCE, YTO Oy/IeT B MOMX CHJIaX.

— 3ameuaresibHO! — ¢ yIOBJIETBOpeHHEM noTep pyku [ yapuit. — 3HauuT, CKOpPO MBI BCe MOy YUM
KeJlaeMoe.

I'padpuns Hlagypckas BHUMATEIBHO Ha HETO MOCMOTPENIAa, HO HUYETo HE cKa3aa.

JlBepu 3aja BAPYT paclaxHy/IMCh, U K CTONY MPUOIM3UICS OJWH U3 MPUCTYXHUKOB MMmrepa-
TOpA.

— Barrre BesimuectBo, — oOpatuiics oH K AJIeKCaHpy, MOYTUTENILHO CKJIOHHB TOJIOBY, — Jlama
TeHel MpocuT MPUITIACUTD Bac K 3epKasly B TPOHHOM 3ajie. OHa XO4eT MOrOBOPUTh C BaMM.

— Koneuno. — [Iep;kaBuH MOCTIENTHO MOAHSUICA ¢ Kpecna. — YTo Xk, rocnopa, 00CyIuM IeTaiu
HAIIIeTO TJIaHa YyTh MO3Ke. BhIHYK/IeH HeHaJ0/Iro MOKUHYTH Bac. A ¢ ToOoH, KatepuHa, Mbl TOroBo-
pUM TIO3Ke. Y MEeHsI eCTh UTO TeOe paccKas3arh.

OH BblIILIEJT U3-32 CTOJIA U, HA XO/ly Ha/ieBasl IJIEM, 3allaraj K BbIXOY.
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Haramma mpocHynach u3-3a myma, pa3aBaBIIerocs ¢ IUIOIaan repet 00CHJMaHOBBIM 3aMKOM.
OHa yxe npuBBIKJIA K IIIyMY Ha CTPOMKE, KOTOPBIH CJIBIIIAJICS IOYTH MTOCTOSIHHO. [1e-To 3a yepHbIMU
CKaJlaMH, HETOJIaJIEKy OT 3aMKa COOpY:KaJIi HeUTO rpaHaro3Hoe. OHa cibliajia, Kak O CTPOUTENIbCTBE
MeperoBapuBaloTCs ciykaHku u jaken dambl TeHeil, HO 0 YeM KOHKpEeTHO Iuia peub, Haraia He
3Haza. [Ipu ee nosiBjIeHNUH CIIYTU TYT e 3aMOJIKAIM U MOCTIEIIHO UCUE3aIH.

W nHem 1 HOYBIO CO CTOPOHBI TOp pa3jaBajicsl TPOXOT KaMHEH, yAapbl MOJIOTOB U 3aCTYIOB,
prKaHue JIomaaeid M peB KakKMX-TO HEBEAOMBIX XKMBOTHBIX. Ho ceromHs ee pa3Oynus COBEpIIEHHO
apyrou myMm. Harama Bctasa ¢ mmpoKoi KpoBaTy, ogdexana K OKHY M OTKpPbUIA €ro BUTPaXHBIE
CTBOPKH. BhIIIsiHYB, OHA yBU/IE/A HA TUIOIIA/N MTEpe/] 3aMKOM OOJIBIIYI0 YEPHYIO KapeTy, 3alpsikeH-
HYIO IIECTepKOM BOPOHBIX KoHer. OObruHO [Jama Teneit coBepinana B Hell OE3AKM Ha JajlbHUE pac-
CTOsIHUS. [IBa pOCIIBIX CTpaKHUKA YKJIAIbIBAIN B KAPETY YEMOJIAHbI U CAKBOSIKU, KOTOPbIE BLIHOCUIIN
U3 3aMKa Jlaked. PsgoM crosiia Oosnblnasi OBO3Ka, HA KOTOPYIO TPY3HJIM MPOJOITOBATHIE SIITUKH,
OOTSIHYTBHIE YepHBIM OapxatoM. Maruueckue 3epkana Jambr Teneii! OHa yBuzena yetsipe gpymispa
pa3Hoil (bOpMBI, 3HAYUT, OCTAJIbHBIE TPU €I1le HEe BbIHECAM U3 3aMKa. YTo 310 3Hauut? Baponecca
KyAa-TO ye3xaer?

Hararie HukTO M cioBoM He oOMomnBuicsl. OHa HAKMHYJIA Ha TUICYH JUIMHHBIA XaiaT U3 TeMHO-
CHUHEl Mapyu ¢ cepeOpsHbIMU y30paMy U Hampaswiach B mokon ®puapt ¢on nunbie. deBymika
yacTo 3acTaBaja Tam Kupusuia u ceiiuac Toxe Haaesulach BCTpeTUTh ero. Ho eil He 1oBessio: 10HOTO
XyIO)KHUKA B arnapTaMeHTax GapoHecchl He oka3asiock. 3aro cama Jlama Teneii Obita Tam. OHa craena
nepe]; OIHAM U3 MaruecKux 3epKaJl, ¥ ero KpacHOBATHIN CBET OCBelA ee CTporHyio durypy. OHa
C KeM-TO 00II[ajIach MOCPEACTBOM 3epKaia, u Harama, cMyTUBIIMCh, 3aMepia Ha niopore. KoHevyHo,
OHa JIOJKHA ObUIa TIOCTYYaTh, HO TaK XoTesa yBUAeTh Kupuia, uyTo 3a0bl1a O MpaBuiiax THKeTa!
O6b14HO ee BcTpeuasia y aBepert JIokycra u npeaynpeskaana, ecau 6aponecca Obuta 3ansTa. Ho ceii-
Yac TOM B 3aMKe He ObLJI0, OHa OTIpaBuiach B CTonuily mo 3aaaHuio rocroxu ¢oH [nmisie.

Haramra yxe ObU10 MOBEpHYJIACh M XOTeJa HE3aMETHO BBIMTH, KaK BJPYT YCIBIIIAIA!

— Bxoau, auts Mmoe. Mbl yke MouTH 3aKOHYUIIH !

JleByIlIka HECTIeIHO MoJoIIIa K 6apoHecce.

B 3epkasie BugHenacey purypa My;K4rHbI B KPaCHbIX J0CIIEXax U B Macke B BUje yepena. Mmre-
parop!

Harama tak u 3acteiia Ha Mecte. OHa MHOTO ClIbllIajia O MpaBuTeNe 3epUalui, HO HUKOrIa
ero He Buea. YTo, eciv OH OyleT HeIOBOJICH €€ BHE3AIMHBIM IMOsIBJICHUEM ?

Ho Mmrnieparop Ha Hee 1 BHUMaHUS He OOpaTHJI.

— Bce uner no miany? — oceerommiach y Hero [Jama Teneit.

— Pazymeercs! Kak Mbl 1 joropapuBaiuce. § yxe pacropsanics NpUroToBUTh Ballld KOMHATBI.
[ocTr HaYHYT NMPUOBIBATH yXKe 3aBTPA.

— MB&I ToXe He 3a/iepKuMCcs B IyTH, — cKazasia GapoHecca.

— TemHelIMii Toke MOYTUT HAC CBOUM MTPUCYTCTBUEM ?

— Pazymeercs!

— Bonbias yects 17151 Bcex Hac. — MiMriepaTop NOYTUTENBHO CKJIOHMWI rosoBy. — [loutn Bce
OTKJIMKHYJIUCh HA MPUIJIAIIEHNE, APUCTOKPATHI MPUOYAYT B COMPOBOXKICHUN CBOMX CITYT M ACCUCTEH-
TOB. MeHs1 HEeMHOro OECIIOKOHT TO, UTO O CBOEM KEeJIAHUH MTPUCYTCTBOBATH HA TOPKECTBE COOOIITVIIH
Kpacnas A66aruca u IMosenurens Kykon! B cBere mocneqaux coObiThid... YTo, eciiv OHU YTO-TO
3aMBILUISIOT U XOTAT nomeniath Ham? Ho oTkazarh UM 51 HE oCMel. ...

— NHrepecHo, — 3agymunBo nporoopuia Jdama Teneit. — Ho 6ecriokonTthest He 0 yeM. Arara
HE MOCMEET BBICTYIIUTh IPOTUB MEHS B OTKPBITYIO, a [loBenuTens Kykon nuineH marnyeckux cui.
UeMm OHM MOT'YT HaBpeIUTh Ham?
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— $1 b XoTen Bac npeaynpeauTh.

— Crnacu6o0, Ballle UMIIEpaTOpCcKOe BEJIMYECTBO, — B CBOIO OYEpe/lb CKJIOHMIA rojioBy Ppuia
¢pon Hlnmbiie. — o ckopoit BCTpeyn.

3epkasio noracio. bapoHecca noBepHysach k Hatarie ¢ mpuBeTIMBOM YIBIOKOM.

— Yto noxHs10 Te0s B TaKyl0 paHb? — CITPOCHJIA OHA.

— Bu1 kynma-To yesxkaere? — Thxo crpocuiia Harama. — § Buaena, Kak Ciyru rpy3sr 3epKaja. ..

— Bce BepHo, goporas! — Jlama Tenell nogHsIack ¢ Kpecia U, MPOTSHYB PyKH, ABUHY/IACh €1
HaBcTpeuy. — Ho yesxaem Bce Mbl! A, ol ... Kupuiin! Passe 310 He uynecno? CoBepuim myTelie-
CTBHE, KaK HACTOSIIIAs CeMbs!

— O! — npocusiia Harama. — Msi otrnipasiisiemcst B Ctosuiry ?

— Pazymeercs!

— Ho nmoyemy BbI peniiin B3siTh MeHs ¢ cOO0¥ ?

— Ho kak xe! — Jlama Teneit B3siiia Haramny 3a pyku u nipusiekia k cede. — Thl gymaelnnb, s
HUYETo He 3Haio?

Cepnue Haramm 3a6usock, CII0OBHO NITUIA, 3aniepTasi B KJIETKE.

— TeGe 3aBTpa MCMOMHSAETCS MIECTHAMIATH JeT! — TOpKecTBeHHO npousHecna Ppuna ¢oH
[Mnuneie.

— OTKyaa BHI. ..

— 51 mHoroOe o Tebe 3Hao, Hatanps! lectHannars! YynecHsiil Bo3pact ajis aeBymku! Tl yxe
He peOeHOK, a Brepeau TeOst JKIeT CTOIbKO Beero uyaecHoro! Bot s v mogymana, Kak Ham OTITpas[-
HOBaTh TaKOE 3aMevaresibHoe coObITre? MiMmiepaTtop 1aeT TOpKeCTBeHHBIN Oall, Ha KOTOPBIN IPUTJIa-
1IeHa Bes 3HaTh 3epuanuu. W o1 Oygenib OmmcTath Ha 3ToM Oany! 3aTMUIIIb BCEX CTOIMYHBIX Kpa-
casuil! Bynems TaneBats ¢ Kupusuiom, a s ¢ ropaoctsio Oyny HaOmonarh 3a Bamu!

— 310 X)e€... — [leByIKa 3aJ0XHy/1ach OT CYACTbS. — DTO ke TaK yynecHo! ¥ MeHs cioB HeT!

— A cIIOB ¥ He HYXHO, — y/bIOHYyIack eii [lama Teneii. — HaunHaii coOnpartbcsi B 1opory, 4epes
napy 4acoB Mbl Bble3kaem! Haneioch, 3TOT IeHb pOXKIIEHUsI Thl HaBCETrJa 3allOMHHIIb KaK CaMblil
SIPKMIA TIPA3IHUK B CBOEH KU3HHU.

— 41 B 3TOM [1a’)ke HE COMHEBaIOCh! — PaJlOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJa Haramma m momuasiack B CBOIO
KOMHAaTYy.

JleBymika Obuta Ha ceabMoM HeOe OoT cyacTbsi! BapoHecca 3Hama o ee THe pOXKIEeHUs, a Belb
OHA HUKOMY 00 3TOM He TOBOpPHIIA.

Ban Bo neopiie Umneparopa! O TakoM OHa U MeuTaTh He cMesa. BeuHo mbsiHast MaTh OOBIYHO
NpPUHOCKJIA B 3TOT JIeHb Mapy MUPOXHBIX W3 cynepmapkera, Hatame u Uropio, cebe mokymnasna
OyTBUIKY, a 3aTeM Jie3/1a K IMEHUHHHUIIE CO CBOMMH TO3/IPABJICHUSIMU U CIIOHSIBBIMU TOLETyMHU. A
Terepb Oaj1 BO IBopiie!

Ona Bcerza Bepuia, 4yTo KOrga-HUOYAb B €€ KU3HHU CIYYUTCS ylo U Bce u3MeHuTcs. U BOT
Terepb 310 npousonuio. M nmpogomkano nmpoucxoauts! Kupunn moout ee, a [lama Teneit, Takas
MOTYIIIECTBeHHAs1 U YTOHUEHHasl, Be3eT ee Ha camblii Hactosmmid Oan! Harama omacanach JvIib
OJIHOT'O: YTO BCE ITO JIMIIIb COH ¥ OHA B JIIOOO MOMEHT MOKET IMTPOCHYThCS B CBOEH TECHOW KOMHATKE
B IIPOMAxINei CIUPTHBIM KBapTUpKe. OHA MOHMMAIA, YTO STO TIIYIO, HO HA BCSIKUH CITy4yaidl OCTaHO-
BWJIACh B KOpHUIOpE, YIIUITHYIA ceOsl 32 pyKy M 4yTh HE MOACKOUMIa oT Oonmu. JleBymika JOBOJIBHO
YIBIOHYJIACh W OTHPABUJIACH COOMPATHCS B AATbHUI MyTh.
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I'naBa necaras
Ilnanbl kayoa KaanocTpo

EBnokus cHoBa mepemeliasia KapThl ¥ MpPUHSUIACh MEIJICHHO TacoBaTh Kosoay. deodanus
3ayMUYMBO HaOJOa1a 3a ee JeUCTBUSMU, OOTyMBIBasI TOJIBKO UTO YCIIBIINIAHHOE TIpeIcCKa3aHue.

— MoskeT, u MHe norajgaere? — HeO)KUJaHHO cripocut Hukura.

— O6opoTeHb, — B3IsSIHYIA Ha Hero EBokusi. — MHe He Hy)KHO PacKJIaJbiBaTh KapThl, YUTOOBI
yBUzIeTh TBOE Oynyiee. [t Tebst Bce TONbKO HauMHAeTCs. .. Briepenyu Te0si ’KIeT MHOTO ThMBI, HO
¥ MHOTO cBeTa. ’KW3Hb TBOSI HUKOTIA He OyleT CKYYHOW M OOBIIEHHOH... A BOT OHa, — JKEHINMHA
noBepHysack k Cepadrme, — TeMHas JIOIAIKA.

— ¢1 HrYero He Xovy 3HaTH O CBoeM OymymieM, — otMaxHynach Cepadpuma. — [Ipennounraio
cama CTpOUTb CBOIO CyIbOy, a He CIIeIOBaTh TOMY, YTO KEM-TO TaM IMpeApernieHo !

— [NoxBasbHO, — Mpom3Heca EBnokws, packiiaipiBasi KapThl Ha cToe. — Ho Oymyrree ieiicTBu-
TEeJIHO TYMaHHO. §I HECKOJIbKO pa3 Jefiajia pa3Hble packiansl. M KaxIplil pa3 KapThl BbIAIOT MHE
HOBBIE BAPUAHTHI COOBITHIA, HO HEM3MEHHO OJHO: STOT MUP XKIYT OOJIbIIHE TIOTPSICEHUS], ¥ IOTUOHET
MHOTO JIIOIEN.

— U1 910? D10 cBa3ano ¢ Kinydom Kammocrpo? — ciipocuina Cepaguma.

— Pazymeercs!

— Tak Te6Ge u3BeCTHO YTO-HMOYIb 00 MX IUIaHaX ? — MouHTepecoBayiach Peodanusl.

— TonbKo TO, uTO § Ciblmana Kpaem yxa. [Ipi MHe OHM He 00CYXIaIi CBOU 3aMBICITHI.

— Tak 4ero onm moduBawTcs? — 3auHTEpecoBajics ApreM. — M Kak Bce JIOJDKHO MPOU30UTH?
A rnaBHoe — korna?

— Bo Bpems Omkariiero napaja raHeT, — oTBeTrIa EBIokusl.

— Yro?! — BockmmkHyna norpsicenHass Peodanus. — ITo ke coOBceM CKOpo !

— Yepes Henemo, — noaTrBepawiia EBnokus. — Tpuanaroro nekadpst. S He 3Ha0 OAPOOHOCTEH,
HO BO BpPeMsI IPETBOPEHUSI MX 3aMbICJIa CBET JIYHbI JOJI)KEH IOMEPKHYTh. Tak roBopuiia BoimxoBckas.
TpuaHoH Oynet Bocco3naH rae-To B 1ieHTpe CaHKT-DpuHOypra, U ero MexaHu3m OyJeT COeTUHEH C
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3epKaJibHOM MaiuHoOM Kanuoctpo, KoTopyio 3Tv Herojsiu Beikpaiu u3 «Mimo3uona». Korna tpetbe
3epKaJjio 3aiiMeT CBOe MECTO, OHM 3alycTAT MaiuHy. [lopTan Mexay AByMs MEUpamMH OTKPOETCS, U B
Halll MUp POpBeTcsl BOMHCTBO BracrenmuuoB 3epriamiu. HauHeTtcs xaoc, 3TOro oHM U I00MBAIOTCS.

— Ho Bnactu sToro He nonyctar! — Bo3pasui ApreM. — Eciii moHagoOuTesi, OHM BBEAYT B TOPOTT
BOJICKA. ..

— BepHo, — kuBHyna EBmokus. — A emie B CaHKT-DpuHOypre MosiBATCS YMHBI U3 BBICIIMX
3IIeJIOHOB BiacTH. Jlornmesnbranrepbl-000pOTHY, MOAOOHbIE [IBYJTMKOMY, JIETKO CMOTYT K HUM IOAO0-
OparbCsi M IPEBPATUTh B CTEKJISTHHBIX KYKOJI JIMOO 3aMEHUTh JBOMHUKaMU 13 3epuaiun. 1 yx Toraa
OHM CTaHYT BBHITIONHATH NMpHKa3bl [Jambl TeHel, koTopast TaKUM 00pa3oM | MpuzeT K Biact. Koraa
JIBOMHWKHU, 3aMEHUBIILINE BBICIITMX YNHOB, BEPHYTCS B IIPABUTEIIHCTBO, OHU MTOMOT'YT CBOMM COOOIIIHU-
KaM 3aMEHUTh U OCTaJIbHBIX. BCKOpE 1IyMHxa y/sikeTcsl, a HApoJl TaKk U OCTAHETCsl B HEBEIEHUH, UTO
K BJIACTY [IPUILIUIM COBEPILEHHO JAPYTHUe JTI0IU. A CO BpEMEHEM OHU PAaCpOCTPAHSTCS MO BCel 3eMile.
Korna nopran otkpoercs, u3 3epuainu Ha 3eMinio BbIpBeTcs M TeMHelmii — IpeBHUI AEMOH, KOTO-
pomy ciyxut ['eprpyna BonxoBckas.

— Ho 310 %€ yxacHo, — ucniyranto npoutentaia Cepagpuma. — Eciu ux miaH ocyiecTBuTCs. . .

— DTOro HeJb3s JIOMYCTUTh, — ckazaia Peodanus. — OHU yCTPOAT HA 3emiie TO Ke, YTO TBO-
putcst B 3epuaiuu, eciiv ellle He XyKe. A f HacjbllllaHa O TaMOIIHMX nopsjakax. Eme Kaszumup
[NorutaBckuii pacckasbiBasl MHE 00 STOM.

— A 410 371€Ch MOHAOOMIIOCH 3TOMY. .. TeMHeleMy? — HeIoyMeHHO cripocvt Hukura.

— Hackonbko MHE M3BECTHO, ellle ¢ He3amaMsATHBIX BpeMeH OH ObLI 3aTO4eH B 3eplaiuu, —
orBeTwIa EBokusA. — M gaBHO mbITascs U MbITaeTCsl MOKUHYTH IMpeesisl Toro mupa. Ho gis storo
eMy HyXHa MoMoIp n3BHe. 00 3TOM JOJIKeH NM03a00TUTHCS KTO-TO Ha TOW CTOpOHe 3epkaia. U Bce
3TO KakK-TO CBSA3aHO C MOEW BHYUKOM. A ellie 5 cibliaia ynomuHanue o Cecrpe ToMsl, 1 0 KpacHom
n Yepnom [Ixokepax. Ho 0 HUX A HA4YEro He MOTry ckaszarb. [l MeHs 3TO Toke 3arajaka. bosbie s
HUYEM HEe MOTY BaM IIOMOYb. SICHO OJHO: HAC HE KAET HUYEro XOpoulero!

— Cnacu6o u Ha ToM, — otBeTIIa Peodanust. — 1o 1ieHHass HHpOpMAIHS.

— W nyraromas, — no6asun Aprem.

— Haperoch, oHa BamM npurogurcsi, — oTBeTwia EBIOKMS U CHOBA NpPUHSIIACH PACKJIAIbIBATh
KapTBhl.

deodanus 10ar0 Ha HEe CMOTpeJia U HaKOHell CIIPOCuIIa:

— Thb1 He GouIIbCSI, YTO OHU MPUIYT 32 TOOO ?

— MeHns yxke Majlo 4eM MOXKHO MCIyraTh, — OTBETWJIA CTEKJISIHHAs KeHIIMHA. — Yero mHe
6osThes, JlionmMuna? $1 BepHynach B MyCTOM pa3srpOMIICHHBIN [IOM, Ille MEHSI HUKTO He KT, Ie
HUKTO HE paJyeTcsi MOEMY BO3BpallleHUI0. Bee Kak Torja. .. B Ty HOUb, KOIJla OHU MTPULIUIM 33 MHO.
3HaeTe, CMepTh MMO3BOJIMJIA MHE MHAUe B3MJISIHYTh HA MHOTHE Bend. [a, BCIo KU3HD 51 Obl1a TOPIOH,
YBAHJIMBOW U BBICOKOMEPHOM. $1 paspyiiiia cBOK CeMbIO M BbirHajia u3 JoMa Arnaio u Karepuny.
Ho yem Bce 3akoHumnocs? {1 npeBpatuiack B OAMHOKYIO, HUKOMY HE HYKHYIO cTapyxy... Korna onu
MIPUIILTA KO MHE, JTIOJIM C TOW CTOPOHBI 3epKaia. .. 51 Obuia coBepiieHHO ofHa. Tak uto Teneps s Oymy
paja MpUHECTU XOTb KaKylo-To noib3y! M y MeHs ecTb uiib OHO kxejaHue — yBuaets Karepuny,
y3HaTbh, KaKOM OHA BbIpOCIa. XOTh OJHUM IJIa3KOM B3IVISIHYTh Ha HEE JI0 TOro, KAK MHE CHOBA IpH-
JeTcsl yUTH. A eciiu yaacTes, 51 Xouy OIPOCUTh y Hee npolieHust. Y Hee u'y Arau. .. Beap ¢ camoro
Havyaja MIMEHHO $ CTasla MpUYMHON Beex ux Oen. Ceiyac st MOTY JIMIIb MOIBITATCSI COXPAHUTD ITO
TeJo A0 Bo3BpaiieHus Amiau. OHa xoporo Bocnutana Karepuny, 1 1 He O3BOJI0 KaKUM-TO CyMa-
CLIEAIINM OTOOpaTh TaKylo I0OpPYI0 Mayexy y CBOei BHYUKH!

— Karepuna 3ameuatesnbHasi! — BOCKJIMKHYT ApteM. — W Arnas toxe!

— Tenepb 1 g 3TO NOHUMAIO, — B3JOXHYJIa EBIOKHS.

— 4 pana, 4TO THI HAKOHEIl M3MEHWJIA CBOEe MHeHHe, — ckazana Peodanust. — Ho Tede Hemnb3s
octaBarbcs 31ech oqHoi. [Toexamu ¢ Hamu? Kuth 371ech HeGe3zomacHO! B3rissHU Ha penieTky Ha
3epkajax. OHM yCTaHOBJIEHBI HE MTPOCTO TaK!
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— OHu cienAT 3a MHOM, 51 9TO 3Ha0, — KUBHYJIA EBokus. — MHorna s ciieliny, Kak 3epkajia
M3AI0T TOT YKaCHBIN CTEKJISIHHBIH 3BOH. .. Ho OT HUX He cKpbiThcst. OHU Be3/ie I0OCTaHyT MEHSI. . .

— ITnaton JJosMankui CMOKET TeOs 3alUTUTD !

— CxoprimoH. — Heoxunanno EBokust MmeutaTenbHO yabIOHYIach. — Korma-to Mel ObLH Jpy-
3bsiMu. [1oKa M3HB He pa3Besa HacC 1Mo pa3Hble CTOPOHbI Oappukaa. Ho 3axoveT 1 OH MeHst BUIETh?
CuIKoM MHOTOe U3MEHMJIOCH C TeX TOop.

— He y3Haers, ecyii He moripoOyeliib, — oTBeTIa el Peodanus.

— Jlasxe He 3HaI0, — 3aCOMHEBAJIACH CTEKJISTHHAS JKEHIIMHA.

N Tyt B myctoM Jome pasjaiicsi TOT caMblil IIEpe3BOH, 0 KotopoM ropopuiia EBnokus. Tor
CaMBbIil 3ByK, OT KOTOPOTro y ApTeMa BOJIOCHI BCTABAJIH JABIOOM BCSIKMI pa3, KOrJa OH €ro CJbIia,
BE€/lb 3TO BCETa 03HAYAJI0 CKOPOE MOSIBJIEHNE KOT'O-TO U3 3epKajla C TOU CTOPOHBI.

MesnoanyHbli 3BOH XPYCTaJIbHBIX KPUCTAJLJIOB 3ByYas BCE IpoMYE, OTpakkasiCh OT CTEH CTa-
PUHHOTO OCOOHsIKA. 3epKajio B MPUXOXKel Havaslo noTpeckuBarh. Peodanus u EBIOKMS UCITyTaHHO
ornsaenucs. Aprem 1 Hukura 3acTbuiv, HApsiKEHHO BCITYLIMBASCh.

— Yro npoucxoaut? — odecrnokoeHHo cripocriia Cepadpuma.

B 3TOT MOMEHT BXO/IHAs1 IBEpbh OCOOHSIKA C IPOXOTOM ClleTelia C meTenb B npuxoxeil. Kro-to
BBIHEC €€ OJIHUM MOUIHbIM YJapoM. 3BOH TYT e MpeKparuics. Bce nepenosommamcy 1 BCKOUMIn
CO CBOMX MECT.

Hukura BbIOEXaJ1 M3 TOCTUHOM U U3aJ yrpoxkaroiiee murneHne. Peodanus 1 ApTeM BHIILTH
BCJIE]] 32 HUM U 3aMepid, yBuaeB Marest Boporuna. ToT cTosit B KOpUAOpe 1 370BEIIe YIbIOancs.
3a ero cnuHoM nosiBuMch MIHHOKeHTHit Bect co ckunerpom Makponyioca B pyke u [llaxuns.

EB1oKuMs HETOPOIUIMBO MOJOILIA K CTAPUHHOMY IIKady, CTOSBIIEMY y CTEHbI, U JOCTajla U3
HEro JYIMHHOE OXOTHUYbe pyxkbe. CepadriMa UCIyraHHO OXHYIIA.

— Jlepxy 3apsiKEHHBIM Ha ClTy4yail HEPOLIEHBIX TOCTEH, — CyXO IMPOU3HECA KEHIIMHA.

— Martseii?! — ynuBunace ®eodanus.

— Yke HeT, — yXMbUIbHYJICSA TOT.

— AX, J1a, — IOMpa4yHeB, IPUIIOMHIIIA TaJJajiKa.

—Tak, Tak, Tak! — u3pek Becr, BbIxos u3-3a xke-MatBest. — Bce HyKHbIe Ham JTIOIU COOpaTUCH
B OJHOM MecTe. Kakasi HeOCTOpOKHOCTB C Balllell CTOPOHBI M KaKasi HeC/IbIXaHHas yaava Jyis Hac!

— Yro Bam Hy:KHO B MoeM jiome?! — Haxmypuiach EBiokust.

— Bcero Tpu Bemu, — Havan 3arudarh xoneHble nanbibl bect. — [lepBoe! OTmnaruts Tebe 3a
youiictBo KHriHU 1LlepruHon, XoTh TH U caesata MHe OOJIbIIOe OI0JKEHUEe, M30aBUB MUP OT TOM
nicuxonatku. Teneps Bo raBe Kiyba croto 51, Beib nocnieiHuil npereHieHT — rpag OpioB — Tparu-
YeCKY MOrud MpoIioN HOYbo!

[MaxwuHs u Txe-MatBeii 37T00HO YCMEXHYJTUCh.

— Bropoe! Ham npukaszano nocraButh 000pOTHS A7l onbiToB ['epTpynsl. — Bect 3arnyn erme
oauH nanen. — U tpetbe — cxBatuth Peodanuio 1 BeIBEIATh Y HEe, IJI€ 3Ta BeAbMa IPSUeT TPEThe
3epkaiio TpuaHoHa! Bbl XopoIio cKkpbiBaeTech, roayounKku. [Ipuiuiocs yCTaHOBUTD CIIEKKY 3a STOM
pasBayiHOM. $1 3HaJ, YTO PaHO WM TIO3JHO BHI 3/1€Ch OOBABUTECH.

— Bce eme ciyxuib 3epkanbHoi Beabme, bect? — npespurensHo cripocuia Peodanus. [pu
yromuHanuu ['eprpynst axuHs HEJOBOIBHO CKPUBMIIACH, U FaJajika 9T0 3aMeTua. — OHa moryouT
Halll MUP, a Thl IOMOXEILIb €l B 9TOM!

— He mory06wur, a cienaer ero jyuiie! — ycMeXHYBILIHICh, OTBETU VIHHOKEHTHH.

— Jlyumie a1 koro? — HaXMypwicsi ApTeM.

— Hy yx He nn1s Bac, — 3acMmesiica pokycHUK. — 'eprpyna BonxoBckasi gact MHe Bce, O 4eM
s Meutan. borarcTBo, ciaBy, HezaBucUMOCTb! Bosbllie 51 HE CTaHy NPEeCMBIKAThCS NEpesl JOIbMHU,
no100HBIMU CKOPITUOHY ! DTO OHM CTaHYT BBITIOTHATH MOM ITPUKA3HL.

— Moii otel] HUKOTJa TaKOro He A0MmycTUT! — BRIKpukHYyia Cepaduma.

— MBml1 3acTaBuM ero crenartb 310! — orBeTHI bect. — 3acraBum Bac Beex !

55



E. I'amoeB. «IlanTeon»

— A cnpasutecs? — BeicTynvI Briepe Hukura.

— IMocrapaemcsi, — mporena CKBO3b 3yObl bect, pa3apuras ckunerp Makporynoca. — Hac
Oobllie, YeM Thl yMaellb, 00opoteHb. CoBeTylo caaThesl Oe3 IymMa, Toraa HUKTO He TIOCTpajaeT,
KpoMe cTekiIsiHHOW crapyxu! Hudvero smunoro, EBpokus. Begp Tel oOMaHyna Haie J1oBepue, HO
OOJIbIIIe MBI STOTO HE JIOMYCTUM. A Terepb, 000pOTEeHb, MEUIEHHO TIOIOMIN KO MHE Y BBITSIHU PYKH.
I'ne napyuynuku?

310 yXke apecoBajoch Jke-Marselo, He cBoAMBILEMY a3 ¢ HUKUTHI 1 OCTa/IbHBIX.

— B prok3ake, — Opocui TOT.

Becr 3anyctuu pyky B plok3ak, BUCEBILUI Ha CIMHE Juke-BopoHrHa, 1 1ocTas OTTyJa CTajlbHbIe
Hapy4YHHKHU.

— A rze e TosncTyxa? — TeM BpeMeHeM CIpochJl Jike-Marseil. — Permnu He 6path ee ¢ codoi?
Wnu oHa Bce erie He OKJIeMaach Mocie NaJeHus C JIECTHULbI?

— A Tbl JIyu11le 3aTKHUCD, — HE BbLIEPXKal ApTeM.

— A vHaye 4To? — XOXOTHYJI JOMIIeNIbraHrep. — Y Teds elle XBaraeT CMEIOCTH YrpoXaTh MHe,
muctpopuk? Jla s omHOM pyKO# MOry nepesnoMars XxpeOTsl BceM Bam! Ciiabakul ¥ TOJICTYXH, BEYHO
cyoiye Hoc Kyza He cienyet! C 4ero Bbl B3sUIH. . .

Hukwura, He nociyImag ero Tupay, B3MbUI B BO3yX M 00EMMH HOTaMH YIapHJI AOTIIeIbraHrepa
B rpyab. OH noneten Ha3aa U, Bpe3aBimch B becra u [llaxuHio, comi ux ¢ HOT.

EBnokus, yJy4uB MOMEHT, BCKMHYJIa CBOe pykbe. Ho TyT Ha Kpbliiblie TOKa3aJICsl TUIT B YEPHOU
(opme — oquH ux oxpaHHukoB becta. OH yBUIEN CTEKJISIHHYIO KEHIIMHY U OT KUCIyra BbITapalul
1as3a.

— Baarp ux! — 3aBonmi becr.

EBnokus cnyctuia Kypok, U pykbe C YKAaCHBIM I'PDOXOTOM BBICTpENIWIIO. THIl B 4epHOM ¢
BOILIEM OTCKOYMJI Ha3a/l M PyXHYJI C KPbUIbLIA, [IOCKOJIb3HYBIIMCh HA CTYTIEHbKAX.

— 51 BUKY, 4TO MHE MpUIETCs MPUHATH Ballle IPUIVIAIIEHUEe, — CO B3JOXOM CKa3aja EBnokus
deodanum.

becr u [Ilaxuns yke NOJHUMAIIUCH C IOJIA.

JIxxe-MartBeii NOATAHYJI KOJIEHU K TPY/Y U PHIBKOM BCKOUYMJI Ha HOTW. HukMTa, pa3BepHyBILUCS,
yZAapuJ ero eie pas. JJonnensranrep Bpe3asics rojIoBOi B CTEHY, OCTABUB B HEN BHYILIMTEIIbHYIO JIbIPY.
deoanusi, cXBaTUB PyXKbe 32 CTBOJI U BHIPBAB €ro U3 pyk EBIOKuM, 00pyIMia ero Ha nmojgHuMa0-
ntytocs Hlaxunio. Ho Ta oTkatuiack B CTOPOHY, U PyKbe €/1Ba HE IMPOJIOMUJIO BETXUE MOJIOBULIBI.

EBnokus Opocunack K BHIXOLY, U pedsiTa MOCHENINIIN 32 Hell.

Bect pasmaxnysncs ckunerpoM, Ho Peodanus Ha X0y yrapuia ero NpuKiIagoM, U (poOKyCHUK
CHOBA PaCTSIHYJICS Ha IOJTy.

Aprem cOexan ¢ Kpbuiblia niepBbIM. OH 3aMeTHJT HEeTofIaieKy OT BOPOT MUMEHHS JBE YepHBIC
MammHbl. B Hux cupemu monu Kimy6a Kamoctpo. Kornma ®eodanus, Espokus, Hukura n Cuma
BBIOEXKAIM BO JIBOP, M3 MAlIMH BBICKOUMJIO HECKOJILKO YEJIOBEK, BCe B UepHOI (hopMe, U B pyKax y
HUX OJIECHYJIM ITUCTOJIETHI.

B 3TOT MOMEHT y BOpPOT MpUTOpPMO3MJIa MallirHa ¢ 3MOneMon [lenapramenTa 6e30MacHOCTH
Ha JBepiax. M3 Hee Bbickoumim ciefoBarenu [lankpar JleroctaeB u Dmma BopoObeBa, Toxke BOOpY-
JKEHHBIE.

— Yepr! — Beipyrasicst Hukura v omycTi1 Ha JIMIO OalakjaBy !, 4To cpasy ke CeNalo ero moxo-
UM Ha OoMIIa CrieIHasa.

— Yro 3zech npoucxonut? — BRIKpUKHY: [laHKpat, BckuapiBas nuctoneT. — Bcem He apurarbes!

Ho ®eodanus u ee cyTHUKY HE TIOMYMHIINCH U OPOCHITHCH OeKaTh: HE TOT MOMEHT, YTOObI
BBIIIOJTHATD MPUKa3bl NOMUIMU. TyT Ha Kpbuiblie nosBuIKCh bect u lllaxunsa. YBruaeB nonmuenckux,
OHH OCTOJIOCHEIH, KaK M X JIOIH.

! banaknasa — Bsi3aHas1 Marnovyka-Macka ¢ Mpope3aAMH 1A 1J1a3.
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Bernerpl ObICTPO MepeceksIv JTyXkKaiKy 1 3alpbilHY/IN B TPy30BUYOK, PeodaHust 3aBesia ABUra-
Tesb. Hamocenok oHa B3rJIsiHyIa Ha MMy, He CBOMBIIYIO C Hee IJ1as3.

— 4 roBopuna Tede, YTO CKOPO BCE HAUHETCsI, — TPOMKO CKaszaia OHa. — Tak BOT TOT MOMEHT
Hacraun!

JKeHnHa Hakasla Ha MeJallb rasa, v MalllMHa pe3Ko copajack ¢ mecra. becr, lllaxuua u yoke-
Marsei OpICTpO cOekaau ¢ KPbUIBIIA.

— Crosars! — kpuknHyn um [lankpar.

[IaxuHs BBHIXBaTWJIA MHCTOJET W BHICTpeNMiIa, DMMa U [laHKpaT MpPOBOPHO MPUTHYIHUCH,
CKPBIBILKICh 32 CBOEH MaIlIMHOW.

— Nnnokentnii becryxes! — psaBkny:n [lankpar. — Hu ¢ mecra!l

— Yepra c aBa! — orBetmi becr.

OH ObICTpO Mepecek IBOp U cell B oaHy U3 MaiuH, [axuns u mmke-MaTBeid He OTCTaBaii OT
HEro.

— MBpl 3HaeMm, 4TO BHI 3a/lyMaJii! — KpUKHYJIA DMMa.

— Huuero Bbl He 3Haete! — orpesai becr.

Ero monu takxke ObICTPO paccesnuch MO MalliHaM, B3peBeJM JBUraTesd, U, 00beXaB MAIIUHY
TIOJIMIIENCKHX, OHM PE3KO pBaHyiu ¢ MecTa. I1laxvHs BbICTaBIIIa B OKHO MUCTOJET, ¥ TYT K€ Iporpe-
MeJT BBICTpEL.

SMMa ycnesa npelrHyTh Ha [laHKpaTa c3aau u cBaimia ero Ha 3emutio. [1yrsa, Kak oka3anoch,
npoOmia KoJieco MONUIEHCKOM MaliHebl, a wieHsl Kiyda Kannoctpo 6narononyyHo CKpbUTHChH U3
BUJIA.

— IpsiBon! — Beipyrasncs Ilankpar. — Manpuuiika Boponus ¢ aumu! Tol ero Bugena? Yro o
Aenaer ¢ STUMM OaHauTamu?!

— 51 cama yxe MaJio 4YT0 IOHMMAIO, — MPU3HAIACH DMMA.
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I'nmaBa oquHHagmaras
HoBas co3epuarejibHAIA

o T

Wropp HazapoB OTKpbLT 71232 U TYT ke 3aKMYypuiIcs. SIpKUil CBET OTO3BAJICS OCTPOI OOJIBIO
rae-To B ero Mo3ry. ['osioBa rygena, cJi0BHO KOJIOKOJI, TIOXOXeE, IIPY MaJIeHUH OH 3[J0POBO YIapuiICs
3aTHUIKOM O KaMEHHBIW TOJI.

Bcnomuus, rae Haxoautces, Irops pe3ko MOIHST TOJIOBY U CEJ, HO TYT K€ TIOKAuHYJICS U Yy Th
CHOBa He yraJi Ha criuHy. B mogzemense Koprenuyca crosiia TuimmHa. CBeTsiuecs mapbl, CBOOOIHO
napsInye Mo MOTONKOM, CIPYIFIIMChH HaJl €70 TOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO JIDOOMBITHBIE KYMYIIIKH, PEIIMBIIUE
BBISICHUTb, YTO Tpoucxonut. O HegaBHel cxBaTke ¢ MIMnepatopoM HalOMHHAJIM JIMIIb CIIOMaHHBIE
CTYJIbs1, TIOTPECKABILINECS CTEHBI, a e11le TPyAa CTEKJITHHBIX OCKOJIKOB Ha MOy, CPe/Ii KOTOPBIX TYCKJIO
CBETHJICSI OOJBIIION XPYCTAIbHBIA MEIAIbOH Ha JJMHHOM IETIOYKe — BCe, YTO OCTAIOCh OT CTaporo
Mara KopHennyca.

— Kak xe 6onpHO! — 3acTonan Uropp, mpuxkaB pyKy K 3aThUIKY.

— Jla, Tebe 310pOBO JOCTAIOCh, — MOCBIIIANCS rojioc Ajekca. — $1 mymai, Thl OYHeIbCs TIe-
TO Yepe3 HeJeJlio.

— He takas yx 51 KuceiiHast OapblIIIHsI.

— Ho cpasutbcest ¢ camum Mmnieparopom! — ¢ BocxuiieHreM rpousHec Asiekc. — Ham nosesno
elle, YTO Mbl OCTAIMCh kMBbl. OnHAKO KakoW XUTpbii raj! CToNbKO BpEMEHU JypUJ HaM IOJIOBH,
npurBopsisich KeponaHom!

Psnom ¢ Wropem Ha nosty cuaen Biag u Toxe NprKuMai pyky Ko Jioy.

— OH He cobupaJicsi Hac yOMBaTh, — XMYpPO ITPOrOBOPHJI BOMH. — XOTeJ Obl — OT HAC ¥ MOKPOTO
MecTa He octanoch Obl. iMmniepartop uckan KopHenuyca, 1 Mbl caMy IPUBEITH €70 B YOSKUIIE CTapHKa.
A emie on npuien 3a Karepunoii! U on ee nomyunn!

—Karepuna! — ¢ xapom BocksiukHy1 Irops 1 TyT %e nomopiumics. OH TOJbKO Tenepb 3aMeTu I,
YTO JIEBYIIIKY ¢ HUMHU HeT. — Mimnieparop 3abpait ee ¢ coooit?!

— 3abpau, — orBetu1 Kaii 1 MeAJIEeHHO MOAHSIICS Ha HOTH, ONMMPAsCh O KAMEHHYIO KOJIOHHY,
0 Kotopylo ero yaapuwi Mmmneparop. — M1 mbl HE cMorM ero octTaHoBUTH! MeHs HOTY He Jiepikar.
Hukorna emie He Buen Koro-to u3 BnactenrHoB Tak OaM3Ko.

Wrops noxonoznen. KarepuHy cHOBa OXUTUIIM, U OH HE CyMeJI 3TOMY [TOMeIlaTh !
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— 3Hauut, oHa y Imneparopa, — ¢ ropeusio npousHec oH. — Ham HyxHO crniactu ee!

— Ho kak?! — paznascs ronoc Biaga. — He MoxxeMm e Mbl IIPOCTO B3SITh U 3asIBUTHCS BO IBOpet!
Tam cronbko reapaeines! bes crenpanbHOro pa3pelieHus OHM Hac ¥ Ha TIOPOT He IMyCTAT!

— Ho nonbitaThcst Mbl MOXeEM !

— U nonazneM B 1uieH, Kak U oHa! — pazosnwics Buan.

— Ho He ocTaBiATh e ee BO BJIaCTH 3TOro YOUHIIbI! — TOXe CO 3710CThio cKkazai Urops. OH ObLI
roToB OeXaTh BO IBOPEIl IPSIMO ceilvac, OJMH, eClIU Jpyrue ero He nopaepxkar. Kareprna cimmkom
3HauMTesbHAS (PUTypa B KX JieNie. .. A ellle OH He MOr ee MoTepATh. B nocieanee Bpems 3Ta JeByIlIKa
cTasia JiIsl Hero caMbIM OJIM3KUM 4esioBeKoM. VM mycTh oHa cama 00 3TOM He JoraasiBaiack, Mropio
JOCTATOYHO OBLIO 3HATh, YTO OHA PSAJOM U UTO C Hel BCE B TIOPSIIKE.

Bran MensieHHO onycTHiICs Ha KOJIGHH PSIIOM C TPYHOM OECTAIIMX OCKOIKOB, OCTABIIUXCS OT
Kopremnyca.

— Kak e Tak... — yOUTBIM roJIocOM MPOU3HEC OH. — MBI TaK HaJesUTUCh HA TIOMOIIb CTapuKa!
Ho on noru6, a Karepuna ucuesna! Hac nmpocto o6Bem Bokpyr nasnbiia! Ipoksarteiii Mmmeparop!
OH Hanepen npeABUES BCE HALM XO/bI !

Biiag ocTopoxHO pa3rped pykaMu OCKOJIKH M TIOTHSIT OIeCTSIIUI MeIaTbOH Ha JUIMHHOM CTeK-
JSTHHOW Lleny. KpHcTann cBeTHICS XONOAHBIM TOTyObIM CBETOM, BHYTPU €O BCIIBIXMBAIU SIPKUE
WCKBI.

— Mozxer, elie He Bce MOTEepsiHO? — C Ha/IeK oM cripocuil Ajiekc. — B3misiHute Ha 3TOT Mena-
aboH! Takoit xe, kak y Maructpa! Bo3mMoxHO, eciny HallTU MOAXOASIEE CTEKJISIHHOE TeNlo, HaM
yZacTcsl BEPHYTh €ro?

— Hano noroBoputs 00 3TOM ¢ Maructpom! — BOCIIpsiHYB AyxoM, ckaszai Bman. — Cam s He
CHJICH B TIOIOOHBIX Berax !

OH nofto1ien K 3epKajy, BUCEBIIEMY Ha CTEHE, U MPUXKaJ K HeMY JIaJIOHHU, MBICJIEHHO oOpariia-
scb K Marucrpy.

Wropio HakoHe1 yaanoch MOIHATHCS Ha HOTU. 1 0J10Ba Kpy:KUlach, HO yXke He TakK, Kak Mpex/e.
OH OTBICKaJT Ha TOJTy CBOW MeY, BJIOXKHJI €ro B HOXHBI M TOXe MOJOIIENT K 3epkaiy. B ero riryoune
BCIIBIXHYJT SIPKUI CBET, M BCE CTEKJIO BIUIOTH JI0 PE3HOM paMbl 03apUJIOCh FOMyOOBATHIM CHSIHAEM.
Uepes ceKyHIy CBET paccesiyicsl, 1 OHU yBUAEIN MarucTpa, CUISIIEro 3a CTOJIOM B CBOEM KaOUHeTe.
Ha stoT pa3 oH npeObiBas B oOpa3e ragaiku AJbOepTsl 1 BCTPEBOKEHHO CMOTpelt Ha HuX. Ha crone
niepe/ HUM ObUTM pa3JIoKeHbl rafajibHble KapThl: [0-BUIUMOMY OH CHOBA MBITAJICS 3aIJISIHYTh B Oy/y-
uiee.

— Yro cnyunnoch? — 00eCIOKOEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA AsbOepra. — COBCeM HEIaBHO 1 OILYTHIT
cuibHOe BosHeHMe! TlombiTasncs cBs3aTbes ¢ BaMu, HO Bbl HE oTBeyasd. KTO-TO BOCHOJIB30BaJICS
KPacHbIM KJIIOYOM U MPOLIEST Yepe3 3epKalo, U IPOU30LLIO ITO COBCEM psjioM ¢ Bamu! Uro y Bac
Tam TBOpUTCs ?!

— Kpachniii kimou y mneparopa, — ¢ ropeusto ckaszan Bian. Anekc, Kait u Urops nogonumm
Hemy Ommke, yToObl MaructTp Mor ux TOxe BUIETh. — TO OH MOJIb3YETCsl M, YTOOBI IIepeMelaThCs
no 3epuamuu. Bractenun nosisuiics B yoesxuie Koprennyca, moxutin KarepuHy 1 yHUUTOXKIII CTa-
puUKa.

— IpoknaTee! — B cepanax BockmkHyaa Anpoepra. — Cam Mmmepatop?! Ho kak oH cMor Bac
BBHICJIEOUTE?!

— OH npeacTaBUIICS HaM NIOJL UMeHeM Tpodeccopa KeBogaHa v ipuriacui K cede. Mbl OHS-
THUsI HE UMEJI, KTO OH Ha caMoM jiesie. A Ha3HaueHHast BcTpeva B barHe 3omotsix ['pudgonoB okaza-
Jlack 3anajgHei, noacrpoenHon Kpucrunon. Kak okazanock, OHa BbIKMIIA TOT/IA B HEKPOIIOJE BEAbM U
Terepb JISHCTBYET 3a0/IHO ¢ cecTpamu JleHoxk. DTa cymacie/asi CHoBa Mmbitayiachk youts Katepuny,
HO el 9TO He yAaJIOCh.

— Kpucruna, Kpucruna, — nokauan ronosoid Marucrp. — [ledanbHo ciblinats 310. Ee kaxaa
MECTH U B CAMOM JIeJIe TPAHUYUT C Oe3yMHeM.
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— Ona oKOHYAaTeJIBHO CIAaTIWIA! — ¢ HeromoBaHUEM cKasasl Ayekc. — Eciii oHa cama He OCTaHo-
BUTCSI, HAM NIPUJIETCS €€ OCTAaHOBUTb.

— OH nipaB, MarucTp, — B37I0XHYB, cormtacuiics Bnaa. — Kprctuna ouens n3menunack. Mbl Obun
CMOJBMKHUKAMMU, HO TEIepb OHA MBITAETCS HAC YHUUTOXUTh. ECIM HaM CHOBa PUIIETCS CTOJIKHYThCS
C Hell... S] He cTaHy LIepEeMOHUTHCS.

—Ilopoit HaM MPUXOIUTCS TPUHUMATH HEMPOCTHIE PeleHus], — coracuiics Maructp. AnbpOepra
MPsIMO Ha IJIa3aX W3MEHUJIACh, TPEBPATHBIIKCH B MYKECTBEHHOIO BOMHA C CEpeOPSIHBIMH BOJIOCAMH.
Ho BBIpaxkeHue ero jmiia OCTanoch TakuMm ke o3adoyeHHbIM. — Ho KpuctuHa ceiiyac He riaBHas
Hama npoomema. Kpacueiii kmou y Mmmeparopa?! Kro 6s1 Mor momymars! Ho mouemy ke Torma
BracrenmHsl 10 cux mop He Bocnonb3oBaych uM? [louemy 10 cux nmop HUKTO He 3HaU1 00 3ToM? Benp
3a KJIIOYOM, HACKOJIBKO MHE U3BECTHO, OblJIa 00bsIBIEHA HACTOSINAs OXOTa!

60



E. T'arnoes. «Ilanteon»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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