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oany? A 6wl He oTycTiil. I Tum Obl HE OTIYCTHUII. .. A TBOH XEHUX B Kypce

nipo Hac? [Ipo Hac Tpoux? YUto oH npo 310 Aymaer? Miu 3To rpsA3HBINA CEKPET,
KOTOPBIN Thl HUKOMY He foBepuia? Ilnatee noporoe... ITpoctoe, HO BUIHO, UTO
YPOBEHb BBICOKMU. Y HAC TaKUX HET. Y HAC B TOPOJIE U KEHIIUH Takux HeT. U He
obu10. Thl ObTa. Ho ThI yexana. Bpocuna Hac. Kak e To1 Moria, Betka? Kak xe Tol
MOTJIa Mocjie Bcero, uto Obuio? B KHUre mpucyTCTBYeT HelleH3ypHast OpaHb!
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Mapusa 3anneBa
ToabKko OJ14 HacC

I'maBa 1. Berka. Cenuac

— Cmorpu, Tum, kT0 TYT Yy Hac!

I'onoc BaHbkM 3BY4YMT CEpAMTO, Ja)ke CKBO3b KOHKDETHBI Takod HIyM B ymax. boxe...
Haxpena s tak Hagpanace? U, rmaBHoe, koraa ycnena? [lapy 6okanoB Bcero-to Bbinuia... C yero
TaK HaKpbUIO?

Sl cTo10, MoKauMBasich Ha BHICOKUX KaOJIyKax, JEpKyCch [UIsl YCTOMUMBOCTHU 32 KPENKoe Y0
Banbku 1 61M30pyKo 1Iypiochk Ha Mpadnyio ¢urypy Tuma.

B cepaue 4ro-To ekaer, AbIxaHue 3aTpyaHsaeTcd. .. [IpumepHO Takas ke peakuus, YTO TOJIBKO
yro OblTa. Ha BaHbky.

TvM MeUIEHHO OT/IMIIAET OT MAIIMHBI, K KallOTy KOTOPOM JO 3TOrO IMPUCIIOHSUICS 3aJHULIEH,
BBIJbIXAET ObIM, MH(PEPHAJIBHO CMOTPAILMNCS B IIOJyMPAKE YJIMILIbI, OCBELIEHHOM JIMIIb OTHUM (pOHa-
PEM, ¥ MIET K HaMm ¢ BaHbKOM.

W mHe noueMy-To Xo4ercs cupararbes. TpycnnBo cxkaTbes U CKOJIB3HYTh 32 BaHbKMHY 1IMpO-
KYIO CIIAHY.

X, ecu 6 TaM peabHO ObLIO Oe30MacHo, s Obl TaK U CeNaa.

Ho Banbpka 114 MeHs He MeHee ypoxaioll, 4yeM Tum.

W npArareca HeKyna.

Ilotomy g croM0, cTapasch, MO cTapoy I'MMHACTUYECKOM MPUBBIYKE, JEPXKaTh CIIMHY POBHO,
Y HE3aBUCHUMO CMOTPIO Ha NPUOIMKAIOILYyIocs TeMHYIO (purypy. [lenao By, 4To He3aBUCHMMO. A Ha
camoM jieste. .. OX, JIyyllle He aHAJIM3UpPoBaTh. Tem 0oJiee MOUM IbsIHBIM MO3TOM.

XOTs Ha BO3AyXE OLLYIIAI0, KAK XMEJIb BHIBETPUBAETCS.

Wnu 310 0T MX 6;M3KOro NpucyTcTBUA? YMEIOT OHU MEHS. .. B30O/IpUTb.

MammmHaabHO 0TMedalo, 4To TUM W3MEHWIICS.

XoTs, OHM 002 U3MEHWIKCh.

Banbka crait kak Oy/1To BbILLIE, HIMPE B IUIEYaX, IOHOIIECKast CTPOMHOCTh CMEHMJIACh TAKOW MY K-
CKOW OCHOBAaTeNbHOCTBI0. OTKyIa-TO B3sUICS OBIYMI 3arPUBOK U TSDKEJIbIE KYJIaKHy. ..

TuM BHIIIAOMT CTapLIe CBOUX JIET. XOTs, OH BCErza Ka3ajcs B3pociee. .. TeMHble ero Bolockl
CIIPATAHBI MO/l HEM3MEHHYIO KEMKY, KOTOPYIO OH IPUBBIYHO TacKaeT KO3BIPHKOM Ha3al, KOpOTKas
6opoza 1 ycel. I HeBeposATHO pacKauaHHbIe TUIEUH MIMPUHOM B cToil. TuM Beerza Obl1 HUke Banbki,
HO ceryac sl BUXKY, YTO IOfibl IIOIIM €My Ha 1osb3y. OH CTaj BbIILE U KPYITHEE.

Booo61ie, oHr 06a Kak-To BHIPOCIH. .. XOTS, 4eMy 1 YAUBIISIIOCh, MYKYMHBI PACTYT JI0 ABA/ALIATH
IATH JIET, NOCJAEJHUI pa3 s UX 00OMX BHJEJA MATh JieT Ha3ad. MM Oblio JeBATHAaauaTh. A MHE —
BoceMHaauars. Ceiyac UM 1O ABaJLATh YeThlpe. .. OHHU ele pacTyT.

A BOT £, CO CBOMMH CTa LIECTBIOAECATHIO, MIEAIBHBIMHU 15l TAMHACTKH, TIOXO0KE, YTO YKE HET. . .

KaGnykr HEeMHOIo CKpaJbIBalOT Hallly Pa3HUILy B pOCTE, IPUAAIOT YBEPEHHOCTH.

W 310 ankorons?

B rosioBe, HECMOTpS Ha JIETKOE MTPOSICHEHUE, NTPOOJIKAET IIYMETh, BCE KPYXKUTCS, U, MOXET,
VIMEHHO NT03TOMY ITPOMCXOJALIEE KaKETCS HEPEAIbHBIM.

Boob1ie, Moe Bo3BpailieHre B ropoji IETCTBa, OTKy/a 51 Oeskasia, pOHssl TalKH, ISTh JIeT Ha3a/l,
OLIYILAETCSA CHOM.

Taryuum Kommapom.

Tum noxxomut Ouske, 0TOPachIBAaeT CUTAPETY, MPOTATUBALT JIA/I0Hb, KACasICh JIETKO CKYJIbL.
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S B3AparuBaio, MHITAIOCh OTKJIOHUTHLCS, HO, MOKAYHYBIINCh, YIHPAIOCh CIIMHOW B TBEPIYIO
rpyab Banbku.

OH TyT e TmepexBaThIBaeT MEHs 3a TAJIWIO, 3aMbIKasi €e B ropsiuee KOJNbI0 CBOUX JIaJOHEH,
a TyuM npunogHUMaeT MeHs 3a OA0OPOJIOK, 3aCTaBJIsAs CMOTPETD B IJIa3a.

W 51 BIKy, 4TO B3IV €0 HE M3MEHWICS 32 9TO BpeMs.

Takoi1 e roJIoiHBbIN.

— Bera... — THXO rOBOpUT OH, — KaKas... HEOKHUJAHHOCTb. . .

— IIpuset, Tum, — s TBITAIOCH OBITH CIIOKOWHOM, TBITAIOCHh BHIBEPHYTHCSI U3 JKECTKOTO XBaTa,
HO Oe3yCIIenHo.

Banbka MeHs JIeTKo (PUKCHpYeT Tak, YTO ABUHYTHCS HE MOTY, a THM HaKJIOHSETCsI, TIO3BOJISIS
MHe eIlle CHJIbHEEe OKYHYThCS B TOJIOJl CBOMX TaTapCKUX IJ1a3.

— Bce Takas e KpacuBas... — TOBOPUT OH 33/IyMUMBO U CKOJIB3UT MAJIbLIEM IO TyOaMm, — IaBHO
TBI B TOpOfie?
— HepagHo... — Xpurumo s, 3aMupasi riepeji HUM, CJIIOBHO MBIIIb Tiepell KotToM. OT CTOSIIIero

3a CNMHOM BaHbKM BeeT aJiICKuM MeKJIOM, s OIIYINalo, KaK MOT CTEKAET 0 CIuHE, a TUM IepKUT MOt
B3IJISI/I, HE OTIyCKas, TUMHOTU3UPYs. OHU Bcerja ujaeaabHO NENCTBOBAIM B TaHieme. ononHsm
oauH apyroro. U, moxoxe, 3a 9TH MATh JIET HUUYETO HE TTIOMEHSIOCh. . .

— U takas xe BpymIKa. .. — TOBOPUT THM, — ThI yKe HeJleJTio 31eck. . . M He oObsiBuiack. He HaBe-
cruia... Crapeix Jpy3eu. ..

—4... — 4eprt, OTKya oHu?.. — sl MPOCTO JIeNIa. .. pelaa. ..

— Omna cuspHO 3aHATa Obula, TUM, — OT TYJIKOTo cMexa BaHbKM ero rpydab XOMUT XOIYyHOM,
PE30HUPYs B MOEl TOJIOBe, — BUJIUIIID *ke. .. [lena pemana. .. [To 6apgakam.

— A BuKy... — 3agyMmunBO KuBaeT Tum, — BUKy. .. [loexanu, Ber?

— Kyna? — xaJko cripammsaro si, TOHUMasi, 4TO OT MOETO KeJIaHUS TYT BOOOITe HUYero He 3aBH-
CHT.

— INoo6maemcs, Betk, — onath cMeetcst Banbka. OH BooOIIe Bcerga Obut cMenuiuBbii. U TyT,
MOXO0%ke, He TIOMeHsJIc B Xapaktepe. — Ham Beqb ecTb, 0 4eM mooomarhesi?

— He nymaio... — Me[yieHHO OTBevalo s, ynupasich U30 BceX cuil Horamu B acansT. He TO,
4100 3TO ITOMOIJIO, HO BCE KE. ..

— A Mbl gymMaem, — BeCcKO poHsieT BaHbKa, nepecraBasi CMEATbCS M JIETKO MOJIXBAaThIBasi MEHSI
Ha PYKH, — y HaC K Tebe BOMpPOChl HAKOMIJIKCK. . . [Tapouka.

TumM KuBaeT 1 MoOJT4a UAET K MAIlIAHE.

S ynupatock B rpyab Banbku, uayiiero ciegom 3a Tumom, ep3aio, MbITasch BHIPBAThCS, yIpa-
HIUBAIO:

— Banb... Mue ceituac... Hekorga. 1 BooOme... apaiite 3aBTpa? [da? 3aBtpa... 9 Oymy
B (popme...

— Her yx, Bera, — cMeetcst BaHbka, ¥ HeBeceJIblil 9TOT ero cMeX, OOJIbI0 OT/IaeT 3acTapesion, —
CJIMIIIKOM Y3K Thl Y HaC BHe3arHasi. .. Jlydiie mojg KOHTpoJieM Iepxkarh.

Tum cagutcs 3a pysib, BaHbka OTKpHIBAeT 3aHIOI0 JABEPb, JIOBKO NEpEeXBaTUB MeEHs OJHOMN
PYKOM, U yca)kuBaeT Ha cujieHbe. CaM CKOJIb3UT CIIeAOM, MATKO MPUKUMAET K CITUHKE, IEPETArUBAET
peMHeM 0e30MacHOCTH, Ha MTHOBEHHe 3amupast y Moero juia. CMOTPUT BHUMATEIILHO, CUUTHIBAS
MO IIIOK ¥ PaCTepsIHHOCTh, U YCMEXaeTCsl:

— 9rt0 1 6e30macHocTH, Ber. ..

51, He B crutax OOJTbIIIE HUYETO MPUIYyMaTh, YTOO OTKA3aTh, TOIBKO ITYNO KUBAIO.

Jlopmo B3ms TrMa B 3epkajie 3aIHETO BUJA U OTBOPAUYUBAIOCh.

MainvHa Tporaercsi ¢ MecTa, 3a OKHOM ITPOJIETAIOT 3HAKOMBIE C IETCTBA JIOMa CTaporo ropoja,
e Mbl KOIJa-TO Oerajiv BTPOEM.

Ceituac 31echb TeMHO, MAJIMCAJHUKU HE OCBEIIeHbl, OKHAa 4YepHble. TONbKO BIIOJIb JOPOTU
onapm, ga ot pap MaIIMHBI TYIUT CBET.
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Mpb1 MOTYHM.

Tum COKOMHO Be/IeT MaIIMHY, WHOT/A MOMJISIIbIBAas B 3€pKAJIO 33 JHEr0 BUja. BaHbka cUIUT
PAIOM U HEOTPHIBHO CMOTPUT Ha MEHSI.

DTO HEPBUPYET, 3aCTABJISAET JBIIIATh TIIyOKe U HEBOJIBLHO MPUKYCHIBATH I'yOy B BOJTHEHUM.

Kak onu mens nHaum?

Xotd, 0 yueM a?

Topox He oueHb OOJBIION, BOCEMBCOT THICSY KUTEJIeH BCEro, S Mapy pa3 3a HeAesio TOsBIIs-
Jack B KBapTupe Matepu. [IpaBaa, Bceryia ¢ OCTOPOKHOCTBIO U TTPEIBAPUTENILHO BBISICHUB, UTO TuM
1 BaHbpka MaBHO yxke 3a0bLIH JIOPOTY B HAIl MJICHbKUI JIBOPUK JIETCTBA... BUJHO, HE OYeHb MOU
Mepbl e30IaCHOCTH CPadOTAIH, pa3 HAITLIH.

Tak, Ha/I0 BBIIOXHYTh, MOMBITATHCS JIOTOBOPUTHCH.

Orter He MPOCTO TaK MEHS CIojla OTIIPABUIL. . .

— Banp, TuM... — roioc Moi B THIIIMHE MAIIMHBI 3BYYUT HEECTECTBEHHO CJ1a00, MOIparuBaet
naxe. Yepr... Berka, 310 ObUIO Tak 1aBHO. .. Tak qaBHo. Tel yxke npyras. U onu apyrue. Codepuck. —
51, mpaBpa, paia Bac BUIETh, HO... Ho 5 cefiuac He Mory gonro ¢ Bamu. .. Oomarscs. Moxker, BCTpe-
TUMCs 3aBTpa’? Y MeHs TyT JeJioBast BCTpeva Oblia, BOOOIIE-To. . .

— MHTepecHbIMU JieslaMU Thl 3aHUMaelIbCsi, — ycMexaeTcsi BaHbka, orssigpiBasi MEHsl BbIpa-
3UTENILHO, 0COO0 OCTAHABJIMBAACH HA KOPOTKOM ILIaThe-TpyOe W TY(IsAX Ha BBHICOKMX KaOIyKax, —
HOYBIO. ..

— DT0 Bac He Kacaercs, — C JOCTOMHCTBOM oTBevalo s1. He xBarasio eine orpaBabiBaThCs!

— Kacaercs, — poHsieT BeCKO 0OBIYHO Hepa3roBOpuMBHIA THM, — Hac Bce, UTO TeOs KacaeTcs,
TOXeE KacaeTcsl.

Ha...

Bebian Tak Bbigas.

Haxe BaHbKka yAMBJIEHHO XJIOHYJI PECHULIAMU U 3apKaJl:

— bpar, TbI, KOHEUHO, Oparop. ..

— I'maBHOe, 9TO B TeMy, — HUIUYTh HE CMYTHUBIINCh, BOPUUT THM.

N Banbka kuBaet, cornamasch. B temy.

S1 mepeBOXKyY B3MJISII C OMHOTO Ha JIPYroro, MPUKHU/IbIBasl, Kak ceOsl BECTH.

Me:x 1y HAMM TaK MHOTO BCEr0 HE3aKOHYEHHOTO (110 MOE! MUJIOCTH, KCTaTh), TaKk MHOT'O HE/I0-
TOBOPEHHOCTE M TaK MHOTO OOINEro, 4To sl COBEPIIEHHO He rOTOBa cefvac HU K pa3roBOpaM,
HU BOOOIIE K 00IIeHno ¢ HUMU. [IpocTo nmotoMy, 4To JI0 CHX MOp Aaxe st ceOs He chopMyanpo-
BaJia, KTO OHU 1Sl MeHs1. M Kak K HUM OTHOCHUTbCS. .. B cBeTe Bcero Ciy4mBIerocs. . .

Kak sxe 51 He xoTena exarb crojia, B Mot ropoj gerctBa! Kak ke oTka3biBanach!

Ho HayaIpcTBO Ha TO W HAYAJILCTBO, YTOO HArnOaTh.

Harnynu.

N npuinoce.

W Benp 51 mopcTpaxoBaiach, BHISICHUIA y MaTepH Bce Mpo Hux ! Y gaxe oqHOKIacCHUIIE ObIBIIEH
Hamucasna B COICEeTH, YTOUHMIA !

Mars KJ1511ach, 9YTO JABHO HUKOTO HE BUJIEJNA, & OTHOKJIACCHUIIA BOOOIIIE 3asBUJIa, YTO TTApHEn
yXke JIET NATh B TOpojie HeT!

S1 TonbKO OTOMY M Moexasa!

U BoT Ha Tebe. ..

O06a B ropoze. U, cyns 1mo MaivHe v BHEITHEMY BHLY, B TIOJIHOM TIOPSIJIKE.

Her, s 3a HuX paga, 1 OYEHb. ..

Hukxomy u3 HUX s HUKOra He *kenana 371a. Ho mpocto Bcrpetuthes. .. He Obuta rotoBa. U ceii-
4ac TOXe.

Kyna mbt enem? K komy-To u3 Hux? Yepr...
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HepBHO c:xMMalo KOJIEHKH, JIOBJIO HA HUX BHUMATEJIbHBIN B3IJIs1/1 BaHbKY, KpacHe0. 3a4eM OH
Tak cMoTpuT? Bee yxke maBHO mponuio... Bee 3a6bi1ock. 1 MHOTOE cenana, 4yro0 3a0bITh. U ceftuac
BO3BpAIlIeHUs], HACHJIBHOTO MOTPYKeHHs B Hallle o0Iiee MpoIioe, He X0uy.

VY mens paborta, Kapbepa, MeHs1 OOCC BBIIETSET W3 JIPYruX, LIEHWUT... Y MEHs KBapThpa
B Mockse! U 3amyxectBo B niepcriektuBe! 3a ommmaHoro napas! 4 He xouy obparHo! Cioza, B Moe
npornuioe! B Moe GeqHoe IeTCTBO, TpoIle/liee B 3TUX ABOpax. B Moo Oe30aiieHHyo I0HOCTh, pa3-
JeJIeHHYIO0 Ha Hac TpouX... He xouy. §I Tak Bce 3TO crapanach MOXOPOHUTH!

A OHM MeH# Talar.

Onste.

MBb!I Bble3:kaeM U3 ropojia, U 51 BHE3AIMHO TOHMMAI0, KyJa MeHs Be3yT TumM ¢ BaHbkoi.

B “3enenyo npuctanb”, ObIBIIMI MUOHEPCKUI Jarepb, yXke NaBHO NepeleaHHbId MPOCTO
B JieTckuid Jlarepb. OH HaxomuTcs Ha Oepery peku, CIyCK K Bojie, NpaBia, KPyTOd, HO Korjaa
310 Memasio netsim? Hemogasneky pacrosiokeHa 9KO-30Ha C 3arOHaMU JIsl )KUBOTHBIX, HEOOJBIIOHN
KOHIOITHEH, Ky/la MOCTOSIHHO €CTh 3alliUCh HA MPOTYJIKM HAa CMUPHBIX JIOIMAgKax. PsagoM OombIioi
capail ¢ 3arOTOBJICHHBIM [UIsI JIOIIA/IEH, KO3, OBEYEK U MPOYUX KOIMBITHBIX CEHOM. . .

Onu 3HaloT, Kyga MeHsi Be3Tu. [1o 601pHOMY OBIOT.
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I'maBa 2. Banbka. Cenuac

Berka n3MeHnIach 1 B TO e BpeMsl HET. DTO JUKO CTPAHHO, CMOTPETh Ha B3POCIIYI0, KPACUBYIO
JKEHIMHY ¥ BUAETh 3HAKOMbIE YEPThI TOW BECEJION JIEBUOHKHU, C KOTOPO ITpolerast Bce AETCTBO.

C10BHO BEpHYThCS B IPOLILIOE, OMHOBPEMEHHO B[S Oyayllee.

Kopoue, ctpaHHoe, IBOWCTBEHHOE OLIyILEHHUE.

He 3Haio, kak TuM, a MHe OrpeeseHHO HPaBUTCS TO, UTO 5 Nepe]] cOO0M BUKY.

Berka He crana Bblllle, He MONPaBUIACh, HE TIOCTPUIJIAC.

Ho kax-To Bce paBHO BU/HO, 4TO HE MecTHasA. CTOMYHAS ITYYKa.

JIock TakoW, He HaIII, He 3IEIITHU.

Kosxa rmajkasi, ¢ pOBHBIM 3arapom, 3aMETHBIM K€ B IOITyTbME, TyObl PAaBUJILHOW (DOPMHI. . .
OHu y Hee ¥ paHblIle MyXJble ObUTH, 3aJIMIAaTeIbHbIE, HO ceiiuac OHa SIBHO YTO-TO caenana. Takoe,
YTO He MOMMeNIb Jaxe, YTo, a I71a3 OTOPBATh HeJIb3sl.

Bonocel TemHo# BonHOM. Horu crpoiinble, rinaakue. Xodercs J0TPOHYThCS, KOCHYThCS, YIO-
CTOBEPUTbHCS, YTO OHM UMEHHO TaKMe HAOILyIlb, KaK U BU3yaJIbHO.

[Manblpl ¢ cBeTIBIM JJakoM. baecTsimmM, HO He monuieiM. M Ha Horax Toxke Takoil uBeT. 51
OO0 TTOIMEYaTh JIeTalli, YMelo 3T0 Aenath. M ceffuac 51 0XBaThIBaIO €e BHELTHUI BU] LIEJTMKOM U B
TO K€ BpeMsl pa30MBaio Ha yacTu. Tak BKycHee.

W npotne caepxuBarbes. [Toka 3aHAT aHATM30M U Pa3IvIsAAbIBAHUEM JIETANIel, He IyMaelllb, YTO
Oyner paneiue. He npeacrasiisels. ..

A MHe Bellb 3TO BaXHO ceituac. He nmpeacraBisATh. A To, 3HaeTe, MPOIILJIOe, OHO ke TakKoe. ..
BrIckOuMT BHE3anHoO, 3acsAAeT B ToJI0OBE, yAApuT BOJHOHM mo Teny... U cHecer kpbimy. C Berkoit
y MEHs Takoe Ha pas.

INepriogrueck J10BIIO B3I AbI TMa Ha Hee ¥ MOHUMAIO, YTO Y HEro To ke camoe. Mbl ¢ HUM
TYT OXEpeTb, KaK COBIA/IAEM.

Berka cunut psigoMm, He cooOpaskasi, oxoxe, BooOIe H1 yepTa. Hu kak oHa Ha Hac AeicTByeT,
HU YTO Mbl XOTUM C Hell caenatb. U cnenaem. I[Ipu moOoMm packiazie caenaeM.

OnsATh JIOBJIO B3MJISA] Jpyra, OpaTa MOEro NpakTUYECKH, U TOJIBKO CUJIbHEE YOeKAalCh B TOM,
41O OyayIee Mbl C HIM BHIMM OJMHAKOBO. bikaiiiiee, o KpaiiHeir mepe.

UYTo NoTOM CITy4MTCs. .. [a IUIeBaTh MOKa YTo.

Berka BosHyeTcs1, KycaeT CBOM MjeasibHble I'yObl, TAHET BHU3 MO0/ KOPOTKOIo Iuiaths. .. OHa
6e3 JyIok, 6e3 Koirotok. M Tam, o mogonom, TONbKO HUkHee Oenbe. .. A-a-a-a! Cyka! He mymarsb
00 stom! Pano! Pano enie!

Hortu Ha Horax nepnamyTpoBsle. M1 MajleHpKOe KOJIeUKo Ha cpeHeM mnasiblie. C KaMyIIKOM
onectsiM. .. HeoObIYHO M KpyTO. A ellle Ha TOHKOH IIMMKOJIOTKE y3Kas Oenas nernodka. M Bucut
Kakas-To XpeHb, MeJIKasi, Toxke Oesas. .. Takas ke Lernouka Ha 3anscrtbe. U ente konbiio. He Ha npa-
Boit. U ¢ kamuem. Bonbimum. [TomonBounoe? Ectb napens y 1e6s1, noapyra nercrea? Kennx? Kak xe
OH oTmycTu Teds ciona, onHy? 51 6s1 He ormycTrn. M Tum Obl He OTITYCTHIT. . .

A TBOW *keHux B Kypce npo Hac? IIpo Hac Tpoux? UTo OH npo 310 Aymaer?

Wnu 310 Tpsi3HbINA CEKpeT, KOTOPBIA Thl HUKOMY He AoBepuia?

[Tnaree poporoe... [Ipocroe, HO BUAHO, YTO YPOBEHb BHICOKUI. Y HAC TaKUX HET.

¥V Hac B ropojie 1 XKEeHIIUH TaKuX HeT.

W ne Obu10.

Tl ObLTA.

Ho 1B yexana. Bpocuna Hac. Kak e Thl Morvia, Berka? Kak e Tbl MoIJIa 1ocsie BCero, 4ro
Ob110?

HeBosbHO CKaIIoCh, CKUMAI0 M Pa3kKUMalo Majblibl, NBITASACh YTOBOPUTH ceOsl HE TPOrath
paHbllle BpEMEHH, He MPOTATMBATh PYKHU.
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Bo-niepBbiX, HaJ10 MOTOBOPUTD.

W, Bo-BTOpBIX, Ha/10 JoexaTh A0 MecTa. MiHaye TuM He OLIeHUT MOei MHULIMATHBBI.

On mononeu. Mbl Belib HE CrOBapUBaIUCh, Ky/la OTBe3eM. Bce HaCTONIBKO CIOHTAHHO BBIIILIO,
YTO BOOOIIE HUYETO HEe YCIIeH CIIJIAHUPOBATb.

DKCIPOMT, enTa.

Ho He 3pst MBI Bce Tpoe Tak XOpOILO YyBCTBYeM Apyr Apyra. [lo cux nop 4yBcTByeM.

W noromy Henw3s Be3TH BeTky Tyaa, rie npoluio Haie AeTCTBO, B 3TU ABOPUKH, B 3TH NaJU-
CagHUYKHU. .. CIMIIIKOM TaM Bce OOJBHO.

He 3ps xe mbl ¢ TumoM TyT Oosbiiie He TosiBsieMcsl. TPyJHO HAXOIUTHCS TaM, e BCe Mpo-
IIUTaHO CBETOM TBOEro AeTcTBa. I1ycTh He Bcerza ChIToro, HO OIpeaeeHHO cYacTIUBOro. Toraa Mel
AyMaJd, 4To Bce OyleT Tak, KaKk HaM XOYeTCsl.

A Bce MONMy4Ywiocs. .. Tak, Kak MOJIy4rIOCh.

Berka cuaut, OTBEpHYBIINCH K OKHY U CTApaTesIbHO HE IVIsJs Ha Hac.

Ad...

41 BcmomMuHalo Ty OellieHylo BeCHY, KOTia BCe Ha4aIoCh.

W ronoBy nypMaHUT OT 3TUX BOCHOMUHAHUI.

Tak cHJIBHO, YTO HEBOJIBHO MOrPYKalOCh B HAIlle 00IIee, OHO Ha TPOUX, MPOILIOE.

Betka cuanT, KOJIEHKM aKKypaTHbIE CBOJIMT, a 51 HE MOT'Yy HE CMOTpeTh Ha Hee. Kpaem miaza
OTMeYalo MoOeseBIe KOCTAIIKY NajbleB Tuma Ha OmyieTKe pysisi, ¥ TIOHUMAIO, YTO OH ceOsl TOxe
eJie IepXKUT.

Ham BceM Haj0 BBIIOXHYTb, MHAYE HUYETO HE MOTYUUTCS.

Ho kak BbIIBIXaTh, KOIJa U3HAYAJIBHO PSJIOM C HEW BO3/1yXa HUKOIA HE XBaTajo?

ITO 4YTO-TO CTPALIHOE, IOPOYHOE M OJHOBPEMEHHO uuctoe. OHO MOAHMMAETCS U3 CaMoro
HYTpa, MPOIIMOaET HACKBO3b OCTPOH MaMSThIO, JaBHEW, TAKTUIILHOM, HE MO3ra Jaxe — Tejla, Koraa
TMOJIYIIEYKH TMAIbIEeB OOMAT OT (PaHTOMHOTO JKENIAaHWUSI KOCHYTBCS, OIIYTHTh, BCHOMHHUTH. Koraa
JKpelllb IJIa3aMU U HUKAK HaXKpaThCsl HE MOXKEIIIb.

Korna ¢ yma cxonuiiib, IOHMMaEIb 3TO U OIHOBPEMEHHO yXKacaelllbCsl U Kanyelib.

3TO IUKO CTPAHHO.

3TO AMKO 3aBOJMT.

3TO AUKO MPABUILHO.

Tak, Kak JOJIKHO OBITh.

MBI U3HaYaJILHO PUTEPIIUCH JPYT IPYTY, HE PA3JIEUTh.

TonbKO ¢ KPOBBIO, TOJILKO C MSICOM.

Berka... Ona cymena Bbiipath Hac u3 ceOsi. HaBepHo, cymerna, nHade Obl He crieniaia Toro, 4To
crnenana. Y Hee Bce B MOPSIIKE, Cy/As MO IIMKAPHOMY BHEIIIHEMY BUJLY.

VY Hac Toxe, B IPUHILIUIIE.

Ho 310 TONMBKO MOTOMY, UTO MBI €€ BBIIpaTh U3 ce0s He cymenu. [IpTaauch, 04eHb CHUIIBHO
CTapaJInCh!

Ho ne cmormm.

Bce xe, ecTp Kakue-TO BELIH, KOTOPbIE MOKHO YJAIUTh JIMILIb C YACTHIO JYIIH.

Kak y 1e6s ¢ nymoit, mogpyra nercrBa? Bee B mopsiake? He 6omut?

A'y meHs 6omuT.

Bce math et Gommr.

N y Tuma Gomur.

OH, KOHEYHO, TOT €lIlle MOJIYYH, HO § € YyBCTBYIO. . .

Tum cBOpaumBaeT Ha MOAbE3AHYI0, BeTka, 3aKycuB rydy, CMOTPUT B TEMHBIH JieC.

Oma ye NoHsI1a, Ky/a Mbl €1eM, ¥ [IOTOMY HEPBHUYAET CUJIbHEE.

[Tanb1pl HEBOJIBHO Kpemye HETUISIOTCS 3a MO0 IUIaThs, ClIMHA Bhllipsamiisercs. Koponesckas
OCaHKa, HaCJIe/Iie Xy/I0KeCTBEHHOW TMMHACTUKU. OXpEHUTESIbHBINA U3JIOM B TAJIHUHU.
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— Pebsr. .. — oHa moBopauMBaeTcsi K HaM, CMOTPHT, U I71a3a OJIECTAT B OIyMpake, — Hy 3a4eM?
3atem, YTO HEBO3MOXKHO XUTh Oe3 uactu ceds1, BeTka. TombKo MeIJIEeHHO yMHpaTh.
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I'naBa 3. Banbka. Toraga

Tem neroM Mbl ¢ TUMOM COLLUTH € yMa.

PeasnbHo, BoOOIIIE HE (DUTYpaATBHO.

[Tpocto cBUXHYMUCH B OMUH MOMEHT. .. Vinu He B onuH? MoskeT, Tum axe paHbliie MEHs1, OH
TOT ellle MPUIYPOK HeMOH. BeuHo 13 Hero ciioBa He BHITSHEIIb. .. HO BOT JIMIIOM TOT/Ia ellie OThITPbl-
BaTh HE YMeJl, U s KaJJHbI, UKWl HHTEepec K BeTke B paCKOCHIX 3€HKaX MUTOM CPUCOBAJ.

W nopasuicsi, HACKOJIBKO Mbl C HUM OIMHAKOBBIE MHOT/IA OBIBAEM.

Bpone, BHenHe BOOOIIe pa3Hbie, M MOBE/ICHUE Pa3HOE, U MYTH, 10 CYTH, TOXE. A BOT YTO-TO
ryOMHHOe, sipocTHO-OenieHoe. .. O6ee. Beerna Obuto 1 Oyaet, HaBepHoe. HaBepHsika.

Hauan npurnsgpiBatbcsi, BHUMaTebHee, O0SCh MOBEPUTH... Bosich yBUAETHh B IMazax japyra
OTpakeHUE CBOETO OEe3yMHsI.

[ToTomy uTO MpO ceOsI-TO 51 BCE AaBHO MOHSLIL.

Emme nierom Toro roga. Mbl JOJKHBI OBUTM B BHIITYCKHOM KJIaCCe YUUThCS, a BeTka B mecsAThbIit
nepera.

Jlo TOro MPOKJISATOro Tojia He 3amMevall HH4ero Takoro 3a COOOM. ..

[Monpyxkka, camasi Jiyuinasi, COCeIKa 1o TUIoNIaKe, Oe30TIOBIIMHA C MaTephlo-aJIKaIKoi. OHa
OblJIa BEYHO KaKasi-TO 3aMyp3aHHas1, TPsI3HAs1, BOJIOCHI Xep 3HAET, KaK MOJCTPUKEHbI, B pa3HbIE CTO-
POHBI TOpYasH. .. U cTpalliHeHbKasi, Yero yK TaM.

Mse, coOCcTBeHHO, ObUTO TITYOOKO MOXPEH B JIETCTBE, CTPAIIIHEHbKA s OHA WIW HET, TJIABHOE, YTO
Beceiasi, 3aBOJIHAsI TaKasi, He TO, YTO JIPyrue IeBUOHKH B ee Bo3pacte. MaHepHble 1ypbl. He TpoHb uX,
Ha HOTY He HACTYIH, TUiaTthe He NoMHH. Thy, OnuH!

Boo0ie nHTEpeca He ObUIO C HUMH UTPaTh.

3TO MOTOM, KOIja B JIEBATHIN Mepelies, MOHST BCIO MPEeIeCTb MSTHIX IUIATheB JEBUYOHOK. ..
A Torga, B Ha4YaJIbHOM IIIKOJIE, 1A He TTOIUIA OBl OHM JiecoM !

Moii npyx06aH, XMypblid MoTayH Trmvka, Tum, ObiT TOTO e MHeHHsI. OH KT B YaCTHOM CEK-
TOpE, Ha KOTOPBIN BBIXOAWIM OKHA MOEH MSATUITAKKH, C TIIyXOi noacienoBaroi 6adkou. [Jom ux pas-
BaJIMBAJICS MPSIMO Ha I71a3ax, HO HU 0aOKy, H1 TruMa, HA OpraHbl ONIEKH 3TO, KaK 5 IOHUMAIO TeTiepb,
BOOOILIE HE BOJIHOBAJIO.

TuM B IoMe MOSIBIISLICS UCKOMIOYUTENILHO TOXKPATh U MOCTIATh, @ BCE OCTATbHOE BpeMsl TOHSLI
1o nbuUTbHOMY acanbTy. U g ¢ HUM.

Betka k HaM Mo3:Ke MPUCOEAMHUIIACDH, YKe KOTJa s B TPETheM Kiacce ObLI.

OHnu ¢ MaTepblo Mepeexasy B Halll IOM, B OJHYIIIKY Ha TOM e TUIOIIA/IKe, YTO U MOsI KBapTUpA.

S moMHI0, KOTJIa YBUJIEI €€ B MEPBBIN pas.

Beimiesn 3a MOJIOKOM, a OHAa CTOMT HAMPOTHB OKHA B MOAbE3e U s0JOKO rpbi3eT. A cHavana
Jaxke He TOHsUI, MAJIbYMK 3TO WM JeBOYKA: IMIOPTHI, MalKa C 4y;KOro Iuieda, KOPOTKUE JIOXMaThie
BoJiockl. Horu Bee B IfapanuHax M CUHsIKaXx.

SI610K0 Takoe 3J0POBEHHOE, KPACHOE.

W oHa ero ¢ TakuMm arnmeTuTOM Ipbi3Jia, YTO 51 He YAepKaJICs, MTOJKOION:

— BkycHo? Jlait KycHYTb?

Boo0riie, MHe Mama roBopHIIa, UTo Kycarh 9ykue siONoKH, OyTepOpojIbl U Ipovee — JAUKO HeTru-
TUEHUYHO, J1a 51 ¥ He coompavics. .. [IpocTo mop:kas Haj MaisIBKOMA.

A oHa ynpIOHYyJIach mepOaTiM PTOM U JIOBEPUYHMBO MPOTSIHYJIA MHE SI0JIOKO. . .

Sl rsHYN B CBETJIO-3€JIeHbIE 171232 C XKEJITHIMU KPAMHKaMU, CJIOBHO OT COJHIIA. .. VI B3s1J1 peji-
noxeHHoe s105oko. Kak B Tpance. KycHyn, cxony otoxpas nosjoBuHy. Haruo.

Hymas, BONWTh CTaHEeT, JEBYOHKHU, a 51 B TOT MOMEHT B Hell BCe ke JIEBYOHKY OIO3HAJ, BCe
Takue... ITmakcel.

Ho crpannas Memo3ra ToIbKO YJIBIOHYIACh ellie HIUpe:
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— Bkycno? Kycaii ere!

U cronpko B ee nmpeniokeHny ObLIO MPOCTOMYIITHOM IMPOTHI, YTO 51 HE CMOT OOJIbIIE EXUIHH-
Yarh M PKaTh.

[MocynHO OTKyCHII eltie, BEpHYI SI0I0KO. .. Ml HavaJ cripalmmBaTth CTPAHHYIO JIEBYOHKY, OTKY/IA
OHA TYT B3SJIaCh.

BbISICHIIIOCH, UTO TOJIBKO BUEpa TiepeXaid, YIUThCS MOUIET BO BTOPOU KJIacC, B HAIITY IIIKOITY.
U 3oByT ee Bera. He Buonerra, ne Butanuna, a mpocto Bera.

— Berka, 3HauUT... — MPOKOMMEHTHUPOBAJ 51, OIATh OXUAast OOUAbL. BeTka — 31O ke Mmpsamo
003bIBAJIKA.

Ho BeTka ToNbKO paIoCTHO KMBHYJIA, OISATh YJIBIOHYBIIHCH.

Kak s motoMm moHsi1, oHa BOOOIIe MaJjio Korja oOukanach ¥ Majio YTO MpUHUMaa OIMU3KO
K cepairy. Jlaxke Koraa MaTh ee JIyIuIa TIoYeM 3ps ¥ BHITOHSIA Ha YJIMITY, €CJIM MYKUKa TPUBOIMIIA,
BeTka TONBKO Kajia TiedaMy M OTMaxuBajiach Ha Bee Halv ¢ TUMOM TMpeioKeHusI TIOWTH K KOMY-
HUOYIb U3 HAc JoMoi. Ham XoTenoch ee yTemmTh, MOoIAepkarh, HO el He TpeOOBAIOCh YTEIIeHUS
1 nofiepxkku. OHa CIIOBHO TETUIBIN JIYYHK BCerja Obuia, MATKasl, 030pHasi U Beceas.

Harmie, onqHO Ha TpouXx, IETCTBO, IPOBEICHHOE B TMXOM KBapTajie Mek/1y JOMaMU U3 YaCTHOTO
CEeKTOpa U MaHeIbHBIMU MATUITAKKAMU, OBbLUIO KJTacCHBIM. Ha JBOpe BOBCIO TYJISUTH IEBSTHOCTBIE, MO
OTell MoTepsiT paboTy Ha 3aBOJEC W YCTPOWJICS B Takcw, OaOka Tuma mpogaBaia Ha phIHKE OBOIIU
CO CBOETO Oropojia U TOJIBKO STHM M KWJIa, U BHyKa pacTWia, Mamaila BeTku muia v ToHsuia J09b
3a aJIKAIIKON B COCEIHUN KOMOK.

B mkone mbl ¢ TumMom ObUTH Ha OCOOBIX TTPaBaXx, Kak IJIaBHbIC OAHIUTHI, PETyJISIPHO CTaBs YIH-
TeJiel U OMHOKJIACCHUKOB Ha yIiv, BeTka B OCHOBHOM TyCHJIa C HAMHU, TOJIbKO Ha YPOKH yOerasi B CBO
KJ1acc.

A Bce cBOOOIHOE BpeMsI MOCjIe YPOKOB MbI IMPOBOAIIM BTpoeM. OueHb KJIacCHO MPOBOAWIIH!
B ocHoBHOM, y Tuma Bo3Jie 1oMa, TOTOMY 4TO OaOKe ObLIO TIIyOOKO HauXaTh, YerO MBI TaM JejlaeM
BO JIBOpE.

A Mbl... Ox, mbl u urpanu! Kak pa3 B Tperbem kiiacce Berka nputammia kaury npo “Moio
CEMBIO U APYTHX )KUBOTHBIX, U MbI, BOOOYIIIEBIEHHBIEC OMIMCAHUEM, PEIIUIIN YCTPOUTH COOCTBEHHBIN
300IMAapK. ..

Bruto pxxauno. OcoOeHHO, KOT/Ia HAJIOBJICHHBIE HAMU YKUKH PACTION3JIUCH IT0 BCEMY YYAaCTKY. ..

[Totom MBI roHsiH B hyTOOI, BOOOpaxkas ceOs MapagoHHaMHU.

A norom mbI ¢ Tumom yBnekmch OoeBbiMu. Kak pa3 Torma Pem6o momen, na Ixeku YaH. ..

Hauanu xomguth B cekuuio ripu mmkoste. M BeTka ¢ Hamu, Kak xe O6e3 Hee?

S1 Bckope yimen B OOKC, TpeHep cKaszall, YTo y MeHs yaap Xopoiwid. TvM octajicst Ha Kaparte.
A Bertka... BeTka HeOXu/1aHHO CBaJIMIIA B XY/IOKECTBEHHYIO TMMHACTHKY. XOTS M TO3/IHO €l ObLUIO
10 BO3PACTY, Ty/Ia C ISTH JIeT Opajiv, HO y Hee OKa3aIuCh KaKUe-TO JIaHHbIC. . .

B wurore, BUIETbCSA MBI CTaIM peke, TOCNe MIKOIbI OeXalr Ha TPEHHPOBKHU, TIOTOM JOMOW
Y CTIaTh.

Ho Bce BbIXOHBIE 00s13aTEILHO TIPOBOIMIIA BMECTE.

Korna Bcs ata xpeHb Bo MHe nipopociia? Ternepb U HE BCIOMHMUT. . .
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I'naBa 4. Banbka. Torna

Msi ¢ Tumom HuKorna BeTky He BocnpuHMMAaIIH, Kak JEBYOHKY, CKOpee, Kak MpUsTess, Apyra.

VauBHTENIBHO, YTO TaK OBUIO Jlake TOr/a, KOIja Mbl C HUM 00a yXe pacrpoOOBasi, 4TO 3TO
Takoe — cekc. Kak-To y Hac IeBUYOHKM OTAENBHO 11U, a BeTka — OTIesbHO. ..

Jlo Toro rpe6aHHoOro JeTa.

MBblI B Hayajie MIOHS Pa3beXxaaych MO JIarepsiM U BCTPETHIIMCH TOJIBKO Yepe3 MeCIL.

$1 HOMHIO 3TOT JieHb.

MBbI cuieny Ha JJaBOUKe BO3JIe COCEIHEro Nobe3/1a, pakaii Haj asaaer Ilereil u ero croneTHum,
HO Bce ellle 0o1pbiM “3anopom”, a moToM TuUM NMPUCBUCTHYIM M yKa3aJ Ha MAYILYI0 IO TPOTypapy
JEBYOHKY: TOHKYIO, JUIMHHOHOTI'YIO.

CorHue cBeTUIO MHE B IUla3a, U NoToMy Juua ee s He Buaea. M Tum toxe. A BOT 3aueTHYIO
(urypky, He CKpbIBaeMyI0 MOJYIPO3PAYHON 00KOM, OUYEHb JIakKe.

— I'nanp, kakas, — ockaymwics Tum u TyT ke, 6e3 nepexona, — 4yp, Mos!

W nogHsuics ¢ 1aBKU HaBCTpeUy JEBUYOHKE.

— Cxysmn? — BOBMYTHJICA 51, OJPBIBASICh CJIEJIOM 32 JPYTOM.

MBblI ¢ HUM NIEPHOJMYECKH COTIEPHUYAIIN, KOMY JOCTAHETCs JEBYOHKA, C IEPEMEHHBIM YCIIEXOM
g BpidrpeiBall. Bee ke, Tum cmmikom cmyproit. Y kpome: “Tlonuim, yero nokaxy”, HUKaKUx MOA-
KaTOB TaK M HE OCBOMJL.

A'y MeH# Bcerja sA3blK M0/IBEIIEHHBIM ObUT B 3TOM BOIIPOCE.

[Moromy 1 Torza s1 ObLT BOJHE criokoeH. [Toka Apyr OyaeT MBIXTETh U ABIIIATh PSIOM C HE3HA-
KOMKOI1, 5 ee 3a00J1Tato 10 OeCCO3HAHKU. A TaM yX JIeJI0 TEXHUKU OyJIeT.

— IIpuBer! — 00paloBaHHO CKa3ala HE3HAKOMKA 3HAKOMBIM BECEJIbIM F0JI0COM, U MBI ¢ TUMOM,
CJIOBHO KOTbI, 3aTOPMO3WJIM YEThIpbM JlaniaMu. U omasieso ycTaBuiInch Ha IEBUOHKY.

V3HaBas 1 He y3HaBasl.

V Hee ObUM XMUTpBIE 3esieHbIe T1a3a BeTku, ee mmpokasi, Tyde3apHasi yablOKa, €e OCTPEeHbKUH
NoI00POAOK ¥ KOHOIYIIKH. . .

Ho ortkyna, 6:15/1p, B Halllell Mojipyre BHE3AITHO HALUTMCh 3TU OXPEHEHbIE OCTPble TUTHKU?
W voru ot yweit? U Bosocsl. .. Bonockl 10 muied! TeMHble, CJIOBHO IOKOAAHBIE, HAAO ke, ONATh!

MBeI suUTHITHCh Ha Hee, Kak /iBa rpeGaHHbIX AeOuiia, M 171a3a y Hac, HaBepHO, ObUIM I10 TSTaKYy.

— Dii, pe0sATa, — yAUBJIEHHO M Ja)Xe HEMHOI'O BCTPEBOKEHHO cripocuiia Berka, moaxons erue
Omke, — Bbl 4ero?

— A TBI 4ero? — s, €CTECTBEHHO, MTpUILEN B ceOst IEPBBIM, — B TIaThe?

— HpaButcs? — oHa pajoCcTHO 3acMeslach U JIETKO MOKPYTHJIACh BOKPYT CBOEH OCH... MeHs
IOBEJIO B TOT K€ MOMEHT. [J1a3a He MOI OTJIENNUTh OT CTPOMHBIX HOXKEK, BOKPYT KOTOPBIX METaJICs

TI0Z10J1 JIETKOTO TuIaThsd. OXpEHEHHO. .. 3aBOpaXMBAIOLIE. .. — DTO MHE B JIarepe JAeBYOHKA OJHA MoJa-
pwia! [pukunsre? Knaccuoe?
— Ara... — g MOpPrHyJ, IpuxoAs B ceOsl, MOKocuiics Ha Tuma, HO TOT CTOsUT ¢ HEeMpOHMIIae-

MO pO’KeH, TaK UTO MOHSTh, 3AlUI0 eMY 3peJHIIe Halllel TOAPYKKH B I00Ke, MU HET, ObLJIO HEBO3-
MOxHO. — KpyTo...

— MHe ToXe Tak HpPaBHUTCs, — OHAa BCE KPYyTUJIaCh M KPYTHJIACh, CIOBHO T€ CaMble TypeLKHE. ..
Kak ux tam? He BaxxHO, KOpoue, Kak OHU MPsIM.

A 5 Bce cMOTpen U cMOTpell... M cremHo neltajics peaHMMUPOBaTh BHE3AITHO OTKA3aBILUIA
SI3bIK, YErO-TO CKa3aTh... M He Mor mpuaymars, dero. beina Obl Kakast Apyrasi IeBYOHKA, s Obl yke
BOBCIO €€ KJIEWJI, ylaMbIBasi Ha MOTYJIsATh, a IOTOM U Ha MOJIekaTh, HO, Osixa... DTo xe... Berka...

— XyiiH$, — HEOXKUAAHHO IS HAC TPOUX OTMEp MEPBBIM THM.

Berka ocraHoBMIACh, YIMBIEHHO pacliaxvBasi Ha HETo I71a3a, a 1 OTCTPAHEHHO IMOAyMall, YTo
OHM y Hee OXEPEeHHBbIE, OKa3bIBaeTCs, APKO-3eiieHsble. .. Kak 310 s panbiie?..
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— Yro? He HpaButca? — BeTka ¢ HeoxxupaHHON 0OMI0N ycTaBuiach Ha TrMa, a HYDKHSS ryoa
TMOIO3PUTENTBHO APOTHYJa, cJoBHO... CIIOBHO OHa Iiakath coOpainack! Berka! Kortopass Hukorma
BOOOIIIe HA MOel MaMsATH He M1akaia! Jlaxke Korja MaTh ee ITHYPOM OT CTUPATbHON MalllMHKU OTXO-
AWJIa TIO JKOTe TaK, YTO MOTOM HEJeNIo CUIeTh He Mora!

A TyT...

S, wectHo, qyman, uto Tum ceiluac ckaxer, 4yto nomyTtui. Hy He HACTOMBKO ke OH TYIOH,
4yT00 HE YBHUIETh, KaKasi OHa oxepeHHas ctana? U kak et uger 1o Bce?

Ho TuM, cKOpuMB HaJMEHHYIO, TIPE3PUTETbHYI0 MOPIY, TOJIBKO IBIKHYJI IO OJIaTHOMY 3yOOM
Y TIPOJOJDKWJ, TS Ha OOMKEHHYI0O BeTKy CBOMMH YepHBIMU PAaCKOCHIMH TJIa3aMU, B KOTOPBIX
BOOOIIE HUXEPa HEBO3MOKHO OBLIO TTPOYECTh B TOT MOMEHT:

— Orcroit BooOIIIe, — OH MOMOJTYaJl, BHUMATEIbHO Pa3IisiabIBasi rojible JJIMHHBIE HOTH, OCT-
pble COCKH, KOTOpble TIPUMaHUBAJIM B3IJIs, U OY€Hb CHJIBHO COMHEBAIOCh, 4TO BeTka 3Hama o Tom,
HACKOJIbKO MPO3PAYHOE ITO ee IIaThe. TUMKa BCe 3TO OCMOTpeII, ¥ IOOWJI, — KaK IIUTI0Xa BBITJISITHIIb.

— Ha Th1... — y BeTku, HakoHell, pope3asics ToJIoC, OHa CKajla THEBHO KYJaKH, c/eiaia Imar
10 HarpaBJeHuIo K TrMy, HO OCTaHOBIJIACh, BCKUHYJIA TOAOOPOIOK, 0O0KIJIA HAC C HUM 3JIbIM, TIpe-
3pUTENILHBIM B3IISIIOM, — 11a BHIL. .. [lypaku, Bot! He mogxoaute ko MHe Oosnbiie! Buzets Bac He xouy!

W, He ycrien s pacKpbITh POT, JISAMHYTH YTO-TO yTEIIAoIIee, YTO MOIJIO Obl €€ IPUTOPMO3HTH,
Kak BeTka pasBepHysach, B3METHYB MOIOJIOM, 00aB Hac ¢ TUMOM MSATKHUM, CITaAKHUM apoMaToM,
OT KOTOPOT'O BO PTY CIIIOHA cOOpaiach HEMPOU3BOJIBHO, M, TOPIO BHIPSIMUB CIHHY, MOIUIA TPOYb.

A MBbl, 1Ba Iypaka, Tak ¥ OCTIUChH CTOSITh, TSUISICh €1 BCIIE.

Ona 1w1a, ropaasi, npsiMasi, JIerKOM, TaHITYIOIIEer TTOXOIKOW, CKa3bIBAUCh 3aHSTHS THMHACTH-
koil. Ee TeMHbIe BOJIOCH OJIMKOBAJIM Ha COJHIIE BCEMHU BKYCHBIMU OTTEHKAMHM IIIOKOJa/a, a mpefa-
TEJIbCKOE IIJIAThE HE CKPBhIBAJIO OYEPTAHUI CTPOMHON, OYEHD JIaXKe 3aIUIATEIbHON (PUTYPKHU. . .

Sl monmma, yro Hamo OeXarb, HAIO YTO-TO TOBOPUTH €i... M1 He Mor ¢ Mecra TPOHYThCH,
CJIOBHO HOTH OTKa3amu. M B Gallke mycTota o0pa3oBasiach, 3BEeHsINAS Takasi, po3padHasi 10 OONH.

MBbI ipocreaniy, Kak BeTka 3aimuia B CBOM MOIbE3, ¥ TONBKO TOT/A 1, KAXKETCS M BBIIOXHYL.

Paseepnysncst k Tumy, packpbil poT, YT0O 3a4aTh JOTUYHBIN BOmpoc: “A 4e 3710, Oist, ObUIO
Takoe?”, HO OH MEHsI ONepeInJI.

[pe3putenbHO CMOPIIUIICS, OTBEPHYJICS, CILTIOHYJL.

[Torom nocmotpen Ha MeHs:

— Tonpko He roBopH, UTO Tebe MOHPaBUIOCh. OTCTOM *e.

— Tor nebun?

V MeHs1 He ObLJIO JPYroro BOIpoca yke, TOJbKO TOT, TOXE, KCTaTH, JIOTUYHBIH.

— Cam niebwit, — TyT ke OrpbI3HyJICA TvM, TOTOM 37T00HO THYJT BAJISIONIYIOCS] BO3JIE MYCOPKHU
OaHKy, — CJTIOHM HA Hee PacIyCTHIL. ..

— Huuero He pacryctit, — pIBKHYJ 51, TSKKO CTpajiasi OT TOTO, YTO APYT MCHOBEHHO CPUCOBAJT
MO€ HAaCTPOSHME M MOM IMIOK. — [TpocTo KpacuBo e, a Thl, AeOw1, 0Ouer. . .

— He obupnen, — orBetrn Tum, gocTai mavky curaper, MOKOCUJICS Ha MOU OKHa, 4TOO He Mpo-
najuia Mama, OH ee IoYeMy-TO OIacalicsi Bce BpeMsi, 3aKypHJl, — MpaBIy CKazall.

— Tak 310 HemnpaBaa xe!

— IIpaBaa, — orpesan Tum, 3aTIruBasich U MypsCh CKBO3b IbIM, — U JIy4Ille MbI €l CKaXeM,
4yeM KTo-To emie. U mydrne, eciiu oHa 3Ty TPSNKY BHIKMHET WM COXKKET. A TO OYAyT BCSKUE YTHIPKH
KJICUThCS, KaK K IILTIOXE. . .

S1 3amep, MOpaskeHHbI ITOM TPOCTON (Ppa3oil.

A Benp BepHO!

Ecnu s pasrisgen, 1a Tak pasriisjiel, 4To Bce BCTAIO M HUKAK OIYCKaThCsl HE XOTeJ0, TO KTO-
TO Apyroi... A 31o xe Haua Berka! Betka! Koro yronHo moxHo, a ee — Henb3s! Henbss! Hukomy!

S mocmotpen Ha Tuma M yBUzIEN B €r0 PacKOCHIX I71a3ax MOJHOE OTPaXKEeHUE CBOMX MBICIIEH
10 3TOMY TIOBOJLY.
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$1 3abpan y Hero curapeTty, Toxe MpeIBapuTeIbHO Ma3HYB IO CBOMM OKHAM, 3aTSHYJICS U KUB-
HYIL.

Ila, Bce MpaBUILHO.

Hexep eii Takue miaTbs TacKaTh. ..
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I'nasa 5. Banbka. Torna

Msi ¢ TumMoM HUKOTAA OOJIbIIIe HEe 0OCYK/IAJIM 3TO BCe, a ¢ BeTKON MoMHUpHIIKCh Yepes3 JICHb,
Kak OOBIYHO, BCTPETHB €€ BO3JIe TIObe3/Ia U MIOTHAB BMECTE T'YJIATh Ha TAPakH.

Oma ObUIa B CBOEM MTPUBBIYHOM MPUKHIE: HKUHCOBBIX 00pE3KaxX HUXe KOJIeHa, BUCSIIUX Ha ee
CTPOMHOM (pUrypKe MEIIKOM, M TaKOU ke MaiiKke, KOTOpYyIO OTXkaJjla B Hayase Jieta y MeHs. Bonocel
CBOM CIIpsiTaJia Moj| KeMnKy, Ha HOT'M HAIsUTU/Ia IIPUBBIYHBIE JIelIeBble Kebl. M BhIrIisaena onsrh npex-
Heit BeTkoi, cBouM mapHeM, ¢ KOTOPHIM MOKHO MOPXKaTh, MOCTEOATHCS, TOKYPUTh, IOTOHSATH B (PyT-
001 1 0acKkeTOOJT Ha TUIOIIAIKE 3a IIKOJIOM.

W s crapatenbHO He CMOTpeN Ha TO MecTo Ha ¢yTOONKe, T/ie yKe OTUSTIIMBO yraJbIBajiach
OCTpEHBbKasl KpacuBasi rpylib, He 3aJIMIaJl HA OOBETPEHHBIE MyXJIbIE TYObI, HE TIHITAJICSI BO BPEMS UTPhI
CMEIUAIbHO MPUXBATUTh €€ 3a TAJUI0 WK 4yTh HUXe... He-He-He... CnelunaipHO He fenai. A BOT
HE CHEIUANBHO. . .

Tum, Ka3zaiock, BOOOIE HUYErO HE 3aMeydall, Bel ce0s ¢ Hel, Kak OOBIYHO, TOJBKO MOJIYas
Bce OOJIbIlie, HO MBI Ha TO BHUMaHKs He 00pallaim, OH BCeria YyTOK C MPUIYPhIo ObLI, pa3roBop-
YMBBIM HAIII.

Kopoue, BHellHe, Bce ObLIIO, KaK OOBIYHO.

A BOT BHYTpPEHHE. . .

Huxkak y MeHs1 He moTy4asioch NepeKTII0UUThCS Ha MPEKHUI JIerkuii (hopMat HaIlIuX MPUSITEb-
CKUX, JIPY’KECKHX OTHOILICHU.

OcobeHHo ¢ Tex 1mop, Kak MHe BeTka cTajna 1o Houam CHUThCA. B peasbHO TPeoBbIX, AUKUX
cHax. [la, magHo, dero yx tam! Eciiu OTKpOBEHHO, TO B 3a00pHCTOM MOPHO OHA MHE CHUJIACH !

[NoHsATHOE HENO, Cervac s OCO3HAI0, YTO ITO OBLJIO MPOCTO TMOJIOBOE, MaTh €ro, CO3peBaHMUE,
KOrJ]a MEPTBO CTOSUIO Ha JIOOYI0 100Ky, KOTJa WIeH JIeprajicsi B MPHIAJIKE 10 AeCATh pa3 Ha IHIO,
BCTaBasi KOJIOM Ha KaKyI0-HUOY/Ib MbICIIb, (haHTA3UIO BHE3AITHYIO, KOTOPYIO HE yCIeBal IPOKOHTPOJH-
poBaTh... M moHATHO, 4yTOo BeTka, Heo:KuaaHHO BRIPOCIIAs B CIAJIKYI0, HO HEAOCTYIHYIO KOH(ETKY,
Oynopaxwuia. U s, cHauasa JIIOTO COMPOTUBIISSICH CBOMM TMOIILIBIM MBICIISIM, BCKOPE CIAJICS.

CKoJIbKO s IpOYMIT Ha Hee, He Tiepenarth. Kak s ee ceOe MpeAcTaBisil, B KaKUX 1M03axX, TOXE
MOPHO OT/IbIXAeT.

Camoe MpUKOJIBHOE, UTO $I TOT/IA B IMOCJIEHEM KJIACCe MIKOJIBI, TOT €Ille XOIOK ObLI, JEBYOHKH
BEIlIAJINCh, U HA MeHsI, U Ha Tuma. Mbl ¢ HUM ObUTM Ha BUJY K€ BCE BpeMsl, CIIOPTUBHbIC, TPUKOITb-
Hble. HeOorateie, HO K TOMy BPEMEHH YYaCTBOBAJIM B COPEBHOBAHUSIX, TIOJyYasy rpu3oBbie. [1ycTh
1 HeOosbIe, HO Bee ke. Y mompadaTeiBaiu, He 6e3 3Toro. THM JIETOM YCTPOWJICS MBITh MaIlIdHBbI,
a 9TO, CKaxy s BaM, 0aOku Heruioxue [yisl mapHs. [IoTom Tam ke, B aBTOCEpBHCE, P KOTOPOM
Obl1a MOIKa, CTaJl MoMoraTh pedstaM 1 ObICTpO ocBomics. K ceHTs0pio, Koria Ham Hajo ObUIO UITH
B TMOCJIEIHUH KJIaCC, OH yXke IadaIiui Ha MOJICTAaBKU U MPOLIEHT.

A MeHs 6aTs ycrport B Takc. Ha TOT MOMEHT He ObIJIO HUKaKMX TaM arperaTropos, Bee To CTa-
punke. [IpaBa y MeHs ObUIM KYIUICHBI €llie B IIECTHAAIATh, BOCEMHAIIATh MHE UCIIOJHUJIOCH JIETOM
KaK pas, ¥ BBIIVISIZIEN Sl HE Ha 9TH rofia, a crapiie. Kopoye roBopsi, o 61aty ycrpousicst Ha OaTUHOU
Ta4yKe, YT0O He MPOCTanBaja, KOrjia OH OTAbIXaJ MOCIe CMEHBI.

Tak uyto 6a0Kku y Hac ¢ TuMOM OBbUIH, YTOCTUTD JIEBYOHKY ITUBOM, CBOIUTH €€ B KITyO M HAWTH
MECTO JIJIS IIPOJIOJIKEHUST BECEJThsl Mbl OBUIH CITIOCOOHBI.

W He Tepsinch, €CTECTBEHHO.

Ho BOT Ha MOMX IMKHX CHaX 9TO BCE HUKAK HE OTPAKaoCh.

Bertka cHMIach MHe peryiisipHO, BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, ObLT y MEHsI HETaBHO CEKC, MJIM He
OBLIO.

S nypen, mpochinanics Mo yrpaMm BeChb MOKPbII U 3710M, I1eJT OTKUMaTbCs, Oerath, Kopoue, 4To
YTOIHO JeJ1aTh, TOJIBKO ObI HAIIPSAT CHSATH. M U3 TOJIOBBI MOPOK TIPOTHATb.
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Nuorna 310 nonyyanocs. Ho vamie Beero, Her.

Jleto mposneTesio MrHOBEHHO, KaK 3TO 0OBIYHO OBIBAET B CTAPIIMX KJIAcCax.

370, KOrJa MEJIKUH, B MIOHE KaXKETCsl, YTO aBryCT — TO YTO-TO TAKOE IAJIEKOe U HeCOBITOUHOE,
a YeM CTapille CTAHOBUIIIbCS, TeM OOJIbIle TIOHMMAEIIIb, HACKOJIBKO BCE OBICTPO. A, YUUTHIBAs HAIITy
TIOCTOSIHHYIO 3aIPy>KEHHOCTb, TO U BOBCE CO CKOPOCTBIO CBETA.

Mpbl yuminch, Kak OOBIYHO, HA aBTOMare, 0co00 He OOCYXaas, Kyaa dajbllle TBUHEMCS.
[ToHsATHO OBLIO, YTO BIIEPEN TOIBKO apMUs. A TIOTOM yXke pazdepemcs.

Berka yumnace B ecsToM, BBICTyNajla Ha COPEBHOBAHUSAX, TOXKE 3aHMMasa KaKHe-TO MecTa
MIPU30BbIE, TIOJTyYMJIa MacTepa criopta. Ho BOT masbliiie 15 Hee Bce ObLIO 3aKPBITO, €CITU He HalIeTCs
CIIOHCOP. A CIIOHCOPHI B HaIlly OOJIACTHYIO IIKOJTY KaK-TO HE 3aryisiAbIBaII.

MBbI Bce MeHblIIIe IPOBOAMIIA BPEMEHU BMECTE.

Tum nocse nIKossl e paboTarh B aBTOCEPBHC, 51 — HA Mapy YacoB BBIXOAWJ B TaKCH, B HOUb
C MATHUIIBI HA cyOOOTY M ¢ cyOOOTH Ha BOCKpeceHbe peryisipHo padoran. Camble X1eOHbIE JHU,
KaK K€ UX MPOIycKarh?

Pabora, yueOa, mocieqHuii Kjiacc, K3aMeHBbl, U, MyCTh TOrja eile HUu o Kakux EI'D HukTo
HE 3HaJI, HO HEPBHO Bce paBHO ObuT0. U cit oTHUMANO odwra.

W MBI Kak-TO YIMYCTHIIM HaIlly MOAPYKKY, pacciaaduimuck. Her, s mo-npexHeMy o Hell gymad,
HO YyXe CIIOKOMHee. Y MeHs MOsIBUJIACh IEBUOHKA, CTapllle MEHsl, y9nIach B YHUBEpEe MECTHOM. Mbl
MO3HAKOMMIUCH, KOTJIA 51 €€ U3 KJIyO0a HOUHOTO Be3, M KaK-TO TaK BCE OBICTPO 3aKPYTUIIOCH. . .

A Tum nipocTo nponajai B aBrocepBuce. Y Hero 6adka ciersia, Horu OTHSUIMCh COBCEM, CTaJIO
HE 710 BEeCesTbsl.

[ToTomy oceHpb 1 3uMa IpomuM Oosee-MeHee CIIOKOMHO, B yuede u padbote. BeTky Mbl Buzienm,
KOHEYHO, U B IIIKOJIE, M TIOCJIE IIKOJIBI, HO PEIKO.

Bpemenu Hu y koro He ObUIO, 1a M, MHE KaXeTcsl, CO3HaTeIbHO Mbl ¢ TumMom u3beranu ee.
Kak 4yBcTBOBa/IM, YTO HUYEM XOPOIIMM 3TO JEJI0 He 3aKOHUUTCSI.

He MoxeT Takoe 3aKOHYUTHCST XOPOIIIO.

Tosnbko ccopoit, CMepTeIbHON CCOPOil MeK1y HaMU TPEMS.

[ToTomy uTO, KTO OBI C HEW HM OCTAJICS, BTOPOMY PSIIOM MecTa He OyJeT, OJHO3HAYHO.

TuM, KOHEYHO, HE BbIAABAJ SMOLIMH, HE JEIWICS CO MHOM, XOTsSI OOBIYHO MPO JEBYOHOK MBI
TOJIBKO Tak OOJITaJIH, HO s €ro YyBCTBOBAJ.

MBb1, Bce Tpoe, BCera ApYr Apyra YyBCTBOBAIH. ..

W, ecnu Betka BooO1ie HUYEro He MOHMUMAaJa, TIOXOKe, HEMHOTO OOMKasiCh Ha Hallly BHe3arl-
HYIO XOJIOAHOCTb ¥ OTCTPAHEHHOCTh, TO Mbl, HE CTOBAPUBASICh, BHIOPAIN €AUHYIO JIMHUIO TTOBE/ICHHUS.
He 3Hato, Ha uTo paccuuThiBaid TuM, a 1 MaJIOAyIIHO Hajesics, uTo nepeberryck. [leperpaxaioch,
TMIeperphIraio ¢ OJHOU KOWKHM B Ipyrylo... 1 oTBIEKyCh, 3a0yay.

A norom 1ikosna 3akoHumuTcs. M B apmuto. M npyrast &u3Hb, B KOTOpoU He OyzeT MecTa. .. Bcemy
3TOMY.

4 Tak myman, ycriokamBasi ceOsl.

A 1IOTOM IpHIILIa BECHA.

U Bce nonereno k xepam.
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I'naBa 6. Banbka. Torna

Toil BecHOM y HAC TPUKJIIOUMIIACH CTIAPTAKUA/IA B IIKOJIE.

He cka3zatb, 4T00 COOBITHE BeKa, HO HApOj B3OYAOPaXHUIICS.

Msi ¢ TumMoM yyacTusi He IPUHUMANU, [TIOTOMY YTO €CTh ke IMpelesbl Kakue-To, MpaBuia,
Y n30MeHNe MJIaJICHIIEB — 3TO HE TO, YeM MOKHO FOPAUTHCS. Tak 4yTo MbI MPOCTO CUJIESTN HAa TPUOYHAX.

W s yrnsagen Bnepeau HaC TEMHYIO MakyIlky BeTku.

Tonkayn Tuma noktem, rokasas B3IJISOM Ha Hee:

— CMmoTpH, Yero 3To oHa B CTOPOHE OT Hac?

TuM ToXe IISTHYJ B TY CTOPOHY, IJ1a3a, U 0e3 TOro He 0co00 IMUPOKHE, ellle OOJbIIE CY3UITUCh.

— A KTO 3TO ¢ Hell? — 5 TYT ke 0OpaTJl BHUMaHKE Ha YEPHOBOJIOCOTO MapHsl, CUSIIIIETO PSIOM
c Haieil Betkoii. OH neprognyYecKy HAKJIOHSLJICS M YTO-TO €l TOBOPMII Ha yX0. IHTUMHO Tak.

Ox, MeHs1 mogOpocuIIo Toraa!

Cpazy notepsis1 UHTEpeC K HaIllUM, BIOJIHE YCIEIIHO JTUIUPYIONUM B KOMAaHIHOM, U CMOTpes
TOJIBKO Ha BeTky U ee npusTens. PeBHUBO OTClIEKMBA, CKOJIBKO pa3 Ha MSTh MUHYT OH HAKJIOHUJICS,
KaK TPOHYJ ry0amu ee YIIKO, TUIA, CTy4aiiHO, HO 3HaeM Mbl Takue ciiydyaHoctu! CaMu CKOJbKO pa3
HCIIOJTL30BaIH |

Korna oH monoxui nary Ha ee TOHKOE TUIEUMKO, s He BblAepKall.

I'anyn Ha kameHHy10 poky Tuma, U KOPOTKO CBUCTHYIL:

— Ber! 21!

Ona noBepHyJach, YIUBJIEHHO YIbIOHYJIACh, CIOBHO HE OXUasl HAC YBUAETh TYT, H... MTOMa-
xana pykoit! I[Ipocro momaxana pykoi, Kak 0ObIYHBIM TpusTeasiM! 1 oTBepHyach OMsATh K CBOEMY
CIIyTHHKY !

9710, ON9Xa, KaK Tak?

VY MeHst BHYTpH BCe 3aJIE[ICHENIO OT SIPOCTHU, MBICIIU CITyTaJICh, TOJILKO OHA OWJiach OelieHo:
Mmos1 Betka! Mos! Hama! Kakoro xepa?

Tum psiioM cujien, CIOBHO KaMEHHBIN OOJIBaH, TOIBKO KeIBaKaMU Ha CKYJIACTOM POXKe Urpall.

1 onIyTUI TPUBBIYHYIO TTOTHYIO MOJJIEPKKY OT HETO, TOJIKHYJI JIOKTEM, MOJHSIICS U Tiepelary
HECKOJIKO CKaMeeK BHU3, pACTAIKHUBAs 3pUTEJIeH U OKa3bIBasCh PsiioM ¢ BeTkoil.

MoTHY roJIoBO# CHISIIEMY C IPYTroi CTOPOHBI €€ OJHOKJIACCHUKY, U TOT MOCIYIIHO yOpaJics,
ycTymasi MHE MeCTO.

Betka, 3aHsiTas pa3sroBOpOM CO CBOMM CITyTHHKOM, Jake HE 3aMeTHJIa, YTO s Cell PSIOM,
Y TOJIBKO KOTJIa C IPYroi CTOPOHBI OT HUX cesl TvM, OHa yAMBJIEHHO 3aMoIT4yalia, OrIsIHyJIach, yBUesa
MeHS.

[MomHsia 6poBH, YIIBIOHYIACH:

— A 4ero 370 BbI TYT?

— Huyero, — criokofiHO OTBETUI s, — ITOOOITATh 3aXOTEJIOCh, 3HAEIID JIU... JJaBHO HE BUIE-
JICh. .. 3a0bl1a HAC coBCceM?

— Her! — BeTka 4yTb-4yTh MOKpacHena, — HeT, KoHeuHo! IIpocto y Bac zena... B mkone u He
BUAHO Bac... 1 He 3axomure. ..

— Tsl TOXE. .. — HEOKUAAHHO MOAAJ rosioc TuM, XMypo IS Ha Hee U MOoKa3aTeIbHO He 3aMe-
yasi B3BOJTHOBAHHOTO, HAMPSIKEHHOTO OT HAIIEro HEOXUAAHHOTO TOsIBJIHHUs, cocela, — He 3aXo-
JUIIb. ..

— 4 3axoguna! — HeMHOro oOm:xkeHHo oTBeTwa Betka, — 1 Mapuu CTenaHoBHE NMPUHOCKIIA
nponykThl! Y Heckomnbko pa3 naxke! A TeOst He ObUIO BCE 3TO BpeMsl. . .
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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