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Anekcen Kaxyrun
BecTHHK cMepTH

I'maBa 1

Hox ObL1 OTMEHHBI.

HckmounTenbHbI HOXXKUYEK.

Bropoii Takoil mouckats. Jla ¥ TO BpsA M OTHILLIEIb.

HensHoMeTanmueckuil. KoBanplil. C npsAmMbIM 000I0I00CTPBIM KJIMHKOM. PykosiTka U3 ABYyX
IUIOTHO MEPeKPYUYEHHBIX U YyTh CAABJIEHHBIX C OOKOB METAJUIMYECKUX LUThIpel. JIe3Bre npoyHoe, HO
ruokoe. Hactombko, 4To, HaaBMB Ha KOHYMK, MOKHO OBLIIO KOCHYTBCSI UM Y3KOTO, €/1Ba BBICTYIIAI0-
IIEro 3a PyKOATKY orpaHuuutesis. Ho TOMbKO OTIyCTHIIb — U KJIMHOK CHOBA MPSIMOM, TOTOBBIN 110
PYKOSITKY BOUTH B JiepeBo. MM B )KUBYIO TUIOTb. ...

AHTUN HaIles1 HOX Cpeay KOPHel OrpOMHOI0 IHs, KOTOPBIA eMy C TPYAOM YIaJIOCh BbIBEPHYTh
u3 3emutd. [lonaHsa oH ¢ HuM npomasiics. Ho Onarogaps uyaecHoil Haxoike BpeMs OKa3aloch NOTpa-
4yeHo He 3ps. CKOJIBKO JIET MpoJiexal HOX B 3eMJIe, a BBIIVIse] Kak HOBbI. CTasb moOieckuBaa Ha
COJIHLIE — HU €[IMHOTO PKaBOro MATHA.

CyHyB HOX 3a TOJIEHUILIE carora, AHTUI Mepeles K CIeyoneMy IHIO.

Bor yxe BTOpylo Jiekaly OH Ha rapy ¢ OTLIOM 3aHUMAJICs PaCUMCTKOW AENSHKH I10f] HOBOE
ssameHHoe Tosie. K padoTe mprcTynmimm cpasy, Kak TOJIbKO yOpasii yposkai, pacCUnThIBas yIPaBUTHCS
10 iepBoro cHera. Otert codupaJt ¢ Iojsi KAMHH ¥ BBIBO3WJI MIX Ha Tesiere, AHTHITY Xke JI0CTaslach KOp-
4yeBKa nHeil. PaboTa Oblta HempocTasi — crapble, MOYEpHEBIIME OT BPEMEHH M JOKIeH ITHU YIPSIMO
LEeTUTSUIMCh 32 3eMJTI0 CBOMMU MEPTBBIMH, HO BCE ellie KpeNKUMU KOpHAMU. HekoTopsie ObUTH TaKUMU
3J0pPOBEHHBIMH, YTO M BIBOEM HE OOXBATHIIb. UTOOB BRIKOpYEBATh TAKOW MEHb, €r0 HYKHO OBLIO
CHavaja MOAPHITh M OOPYOUTH YXOASIIHME B 3eMJII0 KOPHHU. 3aTeM CHOBAa KOMAaTh U CHOBA pyouTh. U
TaK JO TeX MOp, MOKa MeHb He HAYHEeT KavyaTbCs, CJIOBHO MHMIION 3y0. Torga otelt BeIIpsAra Jomaip
U3 TeJleTW W NPUBS3bIBAT K ee cOpye BEpeBKH, KOTOpble AHTUI OOMaThiBaJl BOKPYT MHs. Jlommaap
TSAHYJIa, @ AHTHII C OTLIOM, MOJJOTHAB C JIPYrOil CTOPOHBI MO OCHOBAHHE ITHS TOJICTbIE KOJIbsl, Pa30M
HaBaJIMBAJIUCh HAa HUX. MeJIEHHO, CO CKPMIIOM, BbljIe3as eHb U3 3eMuid. [Topoo AHTHITY Ka3asioch,
YTO MEHb YNUPAETCs KaK TOJIBKO MOXKET, HE jKeJlasi pacCTaBaThCs C HACKKEHHbIM MECTOM, Ha KOTO-
POM IIPOBEJT BCIO CBOIO JKMU3Hb — CHAYaJ1a MOJIOJBIM POCTKOM, 3aT€M MOI'YUYMM JEPEBOM, a M0 KOHEll
TOpYAIMM U3 3eMJIM 00OpYOKOM, B KOTOPOM Kak OyATO BCE ellle TeIUIMTCS KU3Hb: )KYKH TaM pa3Hble
J1a MyPaBbU POIOT CBOM XO[Ibl, CTPOSIT JOMA B CTapOM, HO BCE €llle Ha/Ie)KHOI JpeBECUHE.

Pabora, 4To ¥ rOBOpUTS, He U3 JIeTKHX. []a TOIbKO AHTHITY OHA B PaJIOCTh, BPOJE 3a0aBbI KAKOM.
Mecsna He TpOIILIO, KaK CTYKHYJIO MApHIO ABAIaTh. A 300poBbeM 1 cuiloil Cosaaresns ero He oo/e-
. XOoTs 1Mo BUIY U HE CKaxelllb. Pocta AHTUI cpe/iHero, CJIOKEHUs XyAOLaBoro. 3ato KOCTh y
HEro LMpoKasi, a KWkl — Kpernkue. JIuo y AHTHUIIA HEOOBIYHOE /JIS1 CEJILCKOTO JKUTEJsl — y3KOe,
BBITSIHYTOE KHU3Y, C OCTPBIM MOA00POKOM, TOHKMMH I'yO0amMu U psiMbIM HocoM. HekoTopyio Henpa-
BWJIBHOCTb JIMLLY IPU/IAIOT TEMHO-Kapue I71a3a, CJUIIKOM OJIM3KO MOCaKeHHbIE K IEPEHOCHLIE, U3-32
Yero Kaxercsi, 4To JIEBBI HEMHOIO KOCHUT. I'yCThle yepHble BOJIOCHI AHTHUIIA OTCTPUKEHBI KOPOTKO,
TaK, YTOOBI YIIIM HE 3aK PHIBAJIH.

Jlo Beyepa AHTHUI BBIKOpUYEBAJl €lle Napy MHeW, pa3MepaMy MOMEHbLIE TOro, Moj KOTOPbIM
Haulen Hox. Korzma Hayano cmepkarbcsi M OTell CKa3all, YTO Ha CerofiHsl JOBOJbHO, AHTHUI pacrpsi-
MIJI CIIMHY M JIOBOJIbHO YJIBIOHYJCs. [lopaboTany oHM B STOT JIeHb Ha ciaBy. la M HeOXuaaHHAs
HAxXoJIKa, CIpsITAaHHAsI 32 TOJICHUIIE carora, pagosaia gymry. CoOCTBEHHO, TOJBKO pagy TOTO, YTOOBI
MOXBAJIUTBCSA Nepe]l MPUATENMU HaliICHHBIM HOXKOM, AHTHIT He TOIIeJl BMECTE C OTLIOM JOMOH, a
HAaIlpaBUJICS MPSAMUKOM B IIMHOK, YTO CTOSUJT HA KPalo CceJia.
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Ho oxonuibl AHTUI oexail Ha Tejiere BMecTe ¢ OTHOM. CIpbIrHYB BO3JI€ KOJIOALA, OH HEHa-
JOJTO 33/IePXKAJICs, YTOOBI BHIMBITH PYKH M OTOJIOCHYTb JIUIIO.

CneBa oT JBepu LIMHKA yke ropei 3ejieHblid (poHapb, Kotopblid KpuBoil Ban, crienys kakou-
TO CBOEI 3aMOpPCKOM TpaJulMM, BBIBEIIMBAN Kax[bplil Beuep. Ha Bompoc, 3a4eM OH 3TO jenaer,
Ban oTBeuasn, 4To 3eeHbIi CBET OTIYTMBAET HETIPUKAsTHHBIE TyIIHU, OpOISIIUE 1O 3eMJie B HOUHOM
Mmpake. Hag BanoM nocMmenBanuch: 310 k Haslo, 4ero yaymail, (OHapUKOM MPU3PAKOB OTTOHATh. Ho
TMIOCKOJIBKY €/]a M TTUThe B IIMHKE Bceraa ObUIM OTMEHHbIE, a caM 1o cede 3eseHblid (poHaph MoCceTH-
TEJISIM He Melllajl, HUKTO JaXe W He MbITAICS 3aCTaBUTh XO35IMHA MIMHKA CHSThH €r0 C MPUTOIOKH —
pa3 KOMY-TO HPaBHTCSI, TAK U MyCTb TOPHT.

Hapona B mmHKe roka eriie OblJI0 HEMHOTO — CUJIENU B YIJTy TOJIBKO TPOE MPUIIUTBIX MYKHKOB,
TIOJIPSITUBILINXCS CTAPUKY MUTYHY HOBBIY CBUHAPHHK K 3UMe OTCTPOuTb. Cy/isi IO TOMY, 4TO OOJIbIIe
BpPEMEHU OHM TPOBOJWIM HE Ha CTPOUTEIIHCTBE, a B IIMHKE, JI0 MEPBOro CHera UM ObUIO He yrpa-
BUTHCSI.

CeB 3a IIMHHBIN CTOJ, T/Ie OOBIYHO COOMpPAIaCh CeIbcKask MOJIOfICkKb, AHTHUII IMTOJO3BAJ K ceOe
nesuily, noMorasirylo Kpusomy Bany B mivHKe, U BeJsiesl IPUHECTH OOJIBIIYIO TApPEJIKy TOpsSvero
Oopia, KyCOK CBUHHMHBI, 32)KapEeHHOW Ha BepTesie, U KPYXKKY JIeAsTHOTO MuBa. 3aKa3 ObUT He3aMe/1JIH-
TEJIbHO JI0CTaB/IeH. Bce OblJIo MMEHHO TaKMM, KakK U XOTesl AHTHIL: HaJ| TApeJIKoW ¢ OOPIIIOM MOIHU-
MaJICsl TYCTOM apOMAaTHBIN Map, CBUHMHA Obl1a MATKOM, HE TIEPECYIIIEHHOM, ClIerKa MPUIPaBIeHHOMN
OCTPBIM COYCOM, & KPY)KKY TIMBa, MIOKPBITYIO HCIIAPUHOM, YKpalliajga BeICOKasi MeHHas Imanka — Kpu-
BOi1 BaH yBaxxas cBOUX rocTeil.

3anpasuB O0pIl cMeTaHOW, AHTHUI pUHsLICS 3a eay. Kycok x1eba or OyxaHku, YTo Jiexasia Ha
CTOJIE BMECTE C PEAMCOM, IOMHUIOPAMH U OTypIIaMH, KOTOPBIX MOXHO ObLIO OpaTh CKOJIBKO MOXKesa-
elb, AHTHIT OTpe3ajl CBOMM HOBBIM HOKOM. [Tociie 3Toro oH 0TXBaThII KYCOK Msica, MOJIOKIII €ro Ha
JIOMOTb XJieba, a HOX BOTKHYJI CITpaBa OT ceOsl B CTOJICIITHHMITY.

K Tomy Bpemenu, koraa AHTUN 10€e71 OOpIIl, B IIMHKE MOSBUIMCH HOBBIE roceTutesn. [To 6oib-
el 9acTh 3TO ObLIM MECTHBIE KUTENU JIMOO CEe30HHBIE PAOOTHHKH, CyMeBIIMEe HaWTU padoTy B
VYerbiau. Bekope nosiBunuck u te, koro :xaain Anrun: Kapnau, Crenka-iayHs u Ouness. YeTBepTeiM
B X KOMIaHuM ObUT XapiaaM. BoT yx Koro AHTHIT COBEpIIIEHHO He keJai Buaeth! Hu cerops, Hu
B J1000# apyroii enb. [Ipu ToM, uTo cam Xapiaam HAYero coOOi He PEeICTaBIIsLI, TOHOPY U CIIECH y
Hero ObUIO CTOJIBKO, YTO XBATHJIO OBl HA JIECATEPhIX. A BCe MOTOMY, YTO CEMENCTBO ero ObUIO OTHUM
U3 CaMbIX 38KUTOYHBIX B YCThIHM. Tak He Xapiama ke B ToM Oblia 3aciiyra, a oTiia Aa Jiefa ero, uto,
KakK 1 Bce, OT paccBeTa J0 3aKara CuHy ropoarmim!

3ameTnB AHTHMA, XapjiaM cpasy ke 3ayJbioancs, Mep3Ko Tak, ¢ exuanei. Mexay HUMU U
ek ie-T0 0coO00M APYKOBI He OBLIO, a TIOCIIe TOro, KaK TUM JIeToM 00a pa3oM I71a3 TOJIOKIIN Ha
nesuity Mapy u3 coceniHero cesneHusi OKOJIOBO, TaK M BOBCE BOJIKAMM CTaJIU JPYT Ha Ipyra CMOTPETb.
Ecm AxTun, Oymyud 1Mo HU3HU CIIOKOWHBIM U YPAaBHOBEIIEHHBIM, CTapasicsl MPOCTO HE 3amMevarh
CBOETO COMEpHUKA, TO XapjaaM Mpu BUAe AHTHIIA SPUJICS YTO €CTh MOYM M HUKOTAA HE YITyCKasl
BO3MOXXHOCTH 3aJeTh ero nodonbHee. B mociennee Bpemsi Xapiam B3sT MIPUBBIYKY BCIIOMUHATH O
TOM, KakK Tapy JieT Ha3a] AHTHUI, TOAPSIUBIINCH BBIYUCTUTh CBUHAPHUK Y €T0 OTIa, €[jBa HE YTOHYI
B HaBO3HOM siMe. Ecii OBl psiioM He OKa3anoch AByX 0a0, KOTOpbIE M KMHYJIM AHTHUITY BEPEBKY, TaK 1
CTUHYJI OBl MapeHb B BoHIOUel kike. Kazanock Obl, ¢ kem He ObiBaeT? Hy, ocTynmics, He ycTosT Ha
Kpaio siMbl! Tak HeT ke, Xapiam KaxIblid pa3 pacCKa3bIBajl 3Ty UCTOPHIO C HOBBIMH MOJPOOHOCTSIMH,
BCSIKMI pa3 BBICTaBJISAsI AHTHUIA BCe OOJBIIMM pasuHed 1 OeCTOJI0UbIO.

HecnemHo otofBUHYB OT ceOsl IMyCTyI0 TapesyKy, AHTUI B3SUICS 32 KPYXKKY C MIUBOM U CTal
MEeJJIEHHO MUTb, HAOMIOasl IOBEPX Kpas 3a XapJiaMOM C MpUATENsIMU. XapliaM ke MPSIMbIM XOI0M
HAaITpaBUIICS K TOMY MecTy, Tae cuaen Aarurn. Oumrnens, Ctenka-nyHs 1 Kapnad ABUHYIHCH CIeI0M
32 HUM. Y 3TOW-TO TPOMIIBI ¢ AHTUTIOM OTHOIIIEHUsI HOpMaJIbHBIE, IEJTUTh UM IIPOMEX COOOH Hevero,
MIPOCTO JIIOOOMBITHO MTAPHSIM MMOCMOTPETh, YeM BCE 3TO 3aKOHYUTCA. B mporublii pa3 AnTun ¢ Xap-
JIaMOM CHETIMIIUCh TaK, YTO MATEPO MYKUKOB €J1e MX pacTallyI.
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— Kak xwu3Hb, cBUHOM NoTpox? — BeraB HanpoTuB AHTHIIA, Xapiam XJIOMHYJ 00eMMH JIago-
HsIMU TI0 CTOJIy W TIOAAJICS BIepe[, OlIepyuB 3yObl B YJIbIOKE, TIOXOKEW Ha OCKaJl, KOTOPYIO caM OH
CUMTAJl HEOTPA3UMO-MYKECTBEHHOH. — [laBHEHBKO TeOs1 BUTHO HE OBLIO.

— OtBanu, Xapiam, — IOCTaBUB HEJOMUTYIO KPYKKY Ha CTOJI, MPOLEANI CKBO3b 3yObl AHTHII.

CeronHs y Hero He ObLJIO HUKAKOTO HACTPOECHUSI CHOBA BBISICHSATH C XapiaMOM OTHOIIEHHUSI.

— A 4TO TaKk? — 4yTh CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HAJIEBO, TPULILYpHIICS XapiaM. — YcTal cuibHO? Llenbiit
JeHb KOPATH U3 3eMyn Taran? Jlymaenis, Ha HOBOM ToJie ypoxai dorade Oyaer?

— TeGe-To utO 3a Aeno! — MpauyHO OypKHY/I AHTHII, YyBCTBYs, KAK BHYTPU y HErO 3aKHIIAeT
3J10CTb.

— Hy kak xe! — ynuBIeHHO BCKMHYJ OpOBH XapiaM. — DIaK Thl, [JISIUIIb, B CKOPOM BPEMEHHU
Tak paz0orareeliib, 4YTO COOCTBEHHYIO HABO3HYIO SIMY 3aBefelllb. A 3HAUUT, — XapJiaM CHOBA SI3BU-
TEJIbHO OCKJIAOWIICS, — HE CTaHelllb OOJIbIIe K HAM 3aXOAUTh, YTOObI B HAIIIEH MCKYTAThCS.

[Tapuu 3a ciuHo# y Xapnama JpyKHO 3aroroTau.

3710CTh, KaK XMeJIbHOE MMUBO, yAapuia AHTHUIY B rojioBy. Jla ¢ Tako CHJION, 4TO OH U caM He
cpasy MoHsL1, uTo npousonuio. [IpaBas pyka AHTHIIA CIOBHO ObI caMa cOOO# BbIIEpHY/Ia U3 CTOJIEIII-
HUIIBI HOX ¥ pa3BepHyJIa €ro OCTPUEM B CTOPOHY Xapiiama. XapiiaM B UCITyTe JepHYJICs ObUIO Ha3as,
HO AHTHUII MTOMMaJ €ro JIEBYIO PyKy 3a 3allsICTh€ U CHOBA IPWKaj JaJoHbIO K cToNy. Jle3Bue Hoxka
METHYJIOCh K ropiy Xapiaama. AHTHIT UYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE IMPOUCXOAUT IOMUMO €r0 BOJIH, CJIOBHO
HE pyKa ero Hecjia HOX K TOpJTy MPOTHBHUKA, a CaM HOX TSIHYJI 32 cOOOM MOJATIMBYIO PyKy. 3a MUT
10 TOTO, KaK HOX JIOJKeH ObUI BOMTH B Topiyio XapiaMa, AHTHIT JEpHYJT PyKy B CTOPOHY, U OCTpHUe
TOJIBKO CJIETKA Olaparnasgo KOXy Ha Ilee nepenyraHHoro napHs. Ho B cienymoommii MUT HOX BHOBb
MIPOSIBUJ CBOIO BOJIIO U, Ta/1asi BHU3, BOH3WICS B IIPUKATYIO K CTONIy XapsiamMoBy J1aioHb. C HeBepo-
SITHOM JIETKOCTBIO MPOOWB HACKBO3b JJOCKH, HOX BOIIIEJN B CTOJI TI0 CAMYIO PYKOSITKY.

Xapnam 3aBU3KaJl Tak, CJIOBHO C HEro )UBbeM caupanu koxy. Crenka-iyHs, Kapnay u Omm-
TMIeHb, OTOPOIEB, CTOSUTM y HETro 3a CIMHOM, He 3Hasl, 4To jAenarh. [lpaku cpeau cenbuaH ObLIM He
PEIKOCTBIO, HO JJO TIOHOKOBLIMHBI €10 HUKOI/IA TIPEXk /e He I0XOIUIIO.

Kpusoii Ban noackouns k cToity cpasy ke, Kak TOJIBKO MOHSI, YTO IPOMCXOAUT UTO-TO HENAJI-
HOE.

— Beigepau HOX! — B3MaxHyB pyKOM, B KOTOPOH y HEro ObUIO 32)KaTO MOJIOTEHIE, MPUKa3all
OH AHTHILY.

AHTHIT MOCITYIIHO BHIIOJHUJI IIpUKa3aHue. JIe3Bue Hoka BBIILIO U3 JOCOK TaK K€ JIETKO, Kak
1 Bolwio B HUX. Korga AHTUN B3IJISHYJI HA HEro, eMy MOKa3ajioch, YTO Jie3BUe OJIECTUT ellle sipde,
YeM B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJja OH JOCTaJl HOX M3-II0Jl KOPHEH OorpoMHoro nHs. M, 4to yquBUTENBHO, Ha
HOXeE HE OCTAJIOCh HU €IMHOTO ISTHBIIIKA KPOBU.

Xapnam, pojIoJIKast UCTOLIHO BOMUTh, BCKUHYJI U3YPOJOBAHHYIO PYKY BBEpX, [IEpPEXBATUB €€
B 3aI15ICTbe APYrOd PYyKOHU.

— XBaruT opaTh-TO! — NPUKPUKHYI Ha Hero Kpusoii BaH.

CxBaTuB paHeHy0 pyKy Xapiama, Ban ObIcTpo 0OepHYyI ee TOJOTEHIIEM, KOTOPOE TOTYaC Ke
MOKPBUIOCH MIITHAMU MTPOMUTABIIEH TKaHb KPOBH.

— A BBI 4TO cTOUTE! — THEBHO IJISIHY/I BaH CBOMM €IMHCTBEHHBIM [JIa30M Ha IpusTenei Xap-
nama. — Benute ero k Tapacy, 1a noxusee! Jlekapb 3HaeT, 4To ¢ €ro pykou JiesaTh!

Omunens 1 Ctenka-yHb ObICTPO MOAXBATWIIM Xapiama MO/ JIOKTU U TIOTAIMIIN K BBIXOLY.

Bo3ne cambix qBepeii Xapiam OIJISIHYJICS yepes IJIeUO0 U CO CIIE3aMH B I71a3aX 3I00HO KPUKHYT
AHTHITY:

— Hy, noronu, AnTtunka! Ckopo nokButaemcs!..

Bo3rne crona 3amernikancst HeHagonro tonsko Kaprnay, na u toro Kpusoit Ban ObicTpo BeICTaBUT
3a JBEPb.

Copgas c nosica (paptyk, BaH TOpormmBo MpUKpPbLT UM KPOBABOE MATHO HA CTOJIE.
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— Bcee! Ha cerogns mmHOK 3aKkpbiBaeTcsi! — B3MaxHyB pykamu, 00bsiBuil Kpusoit Ban. [sHyB
Ha AHTHIIA, OH THXO JOOAaBWI: — A THI OCTaBaiiCs Ha MECTE.

Bce mpon3oIiio HacTobKO OBICTPO, YTO MaJIO KTO U3 HAXOAUBIIHMXCS B IIMHKE YCTIEI TIOHSITH,
YTO XK€, COOCTBEHHO, CIIyUMJIOCh. Bposie Kak MOB3IOPHII MOJIOZIbIE TTAPHUA MEXIY COOOM, fa U BCe
nena. DKa HeBUJATb. A BOT 3asiBjieHHe BaHa BbI3BAJIO HEIOBOJIBHBIN POIIOT CPe/id MYKHUKOB, COOpaB-
IIUXCSl B IIMHKE, YTOOBI HECKYYHO MPOBECTH Beuep B CTOPOHE OT keH. OfHako crioputh ¢ Banom
ObLIO OecroNe3Ho.

UroObl HUKTO HE 3aTaMBajl Ha Hero oouay, Kpusoit Ban mocraBui BceM HaxXOOWBIIMMCS B
IIIMHKE TI0 OeCIUIaTHOM KPYXKKe MUBa, IMOCJIe Yero ellle pa3 HACTONYMBO MOMPOCHIT PA30HTHCh.

Koraa mocnequuii moceTutesnb, YTO-TO HEJAOBOJIBHO BOpYa B OOPOAY, BHIIIEN U3 IIMHKA U B
o0eeHHOM 3aJie ocTasicst Tonbko AHTHI, KpuBoii Ban ObicTpo 3akpbul ABepb Ha 3acoB. [lomorias k
CTOWKE, OH HAIlOJIHUJI [IMBOM JIBE€ KPYXKKH U, IPUBBIYHO JIEpKA UX B OJHOM pyKe, NOAOLIEN K CTOIY,
3a KOTOPBIM BCE TaK €, C HO)KOM B OTBE/IEHHOI B CTOPOHY pyke, cuaen AnTui. [lepemarnys yepes
ckamblo, Ban cen HanpotuB AHTHna. OHy KpYyKKy MTUBa OH MOCTaBHJI Mepej coOO0M, APYTyIo MojI0-
JBUHYJI NAPHIO.

— 41 He 3HaI0, YTO Ha MEHs BJAPYT HALUIO... — [IOJHSB 3aTYMaHEHHbII B30p HA ILIMHKAps, YIpY-
YEHHO MPOou3HeC AHTHIIL. — §I He XOTeN 3TOoro Aearh! — ¢ ICKPEHHUM OTUYasiHUEM BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

— 4 3Hat0, — A4 AHTHITY IPSIMO B IJ1a3a, CIIOKOMHO oTBeTW/ Ban.

— Tax yro xe 310!..

AnTun XoTen ObUIO B OTYASHUM BCIUIECHYTh pyKamu, HO KpuBoii Ban onepenw ero, crienas
MPEJOCTEPET AL KECT.

— BOTKHU-Ka HOKMK B CTOJI, — CKa3aJl OH, YKa3aB Ha JaJIbHUK KOHEI] CTOJa.

AHTHIT HAKJIOHWICS M C pa3Maxa TKHYJI HOX B JI0cKy. Korna oH oTIycTui ero, Hox ocTajicsi CTo-
SITh BEPTUKAJILHO, XOT$I JIUIIIb CaMblii KOHYMK OCTPUSI BOILIEJ B IEPEBO. AHTHUI YIUBJIEHHO [IOCMOTPEI
Ha HOK, 3aTeM repesen B3rsn Ha Kpusoro Bana.

— Ileit nuBO, AHTUI, — KUBHYJI €My LLIUHKaph.

Cawm :xe Ban, onepeBIIMCh Ha pyKH, TIOAJICS BIIEPE] U, HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY TaK, YTO ILIEKa eBa
HE KOCHYJIach JIOCOK CTOJIa, CTaJl BHUMATEJIBHO pacCMaTpuBaTh HOX. 3aKOHYMB OCMOTP, OH CHOBA
OITYCTHJICSI HA CKaMeWKy U, TIO/IHSIB KPYKKY, CAEIAI U3 Hee HECKOJIBKO OOJIBIINX TJIOTKOB.

— 3HaTHBIN HOKMK, — CKa3al BaH, moctaBuB KpykKy Ha ctoi. — [ e B3s?

— Jla ceromHs AHEM Harllesl, — C KaKOM-TO TOMYJEeTCKOM 0OMION Ha TOro, KTO TOT HOX KOT/a-
TO noTeps1, oTBeTU] AHTuUI. — Korjaa nenp BeikopueBbiBai. [1og caMbiMu KOpHSAMU.

Kpusoii Ban nocaginBo HOKHYI SI3bIKOM U TPYCTHO MOKayaj FoJIOBOM.

— U He xoten s Xapnamy pyKy pe3arhb! — ¢ 10caior XJIOMHYI JIAJOHBIO MO cToy AHTtuIl. — Cam
HE T0IMY, KaK 3TO MOIy4nIOCh!

— Eme 6b1, — mpouient ckBo3b 3yObl Bal 1 yke BO BTOPOH pa3 MOCOBETOBAJ MapHIO: — Thl rei
MTUBO-TO.

AHTHIT CXBaTWJI CTOSIBLIYIO ME€pe] HUM KPYKKY U 3aJI1IOM HalloJIOBUHY OMOpPOxHWUI ee. [TuBo
0Ka3aJIoCh CaMbIM KPENKHUM U3 BCEX COPTOB, YTO UMENIUCh Y BaHa. AHTUIT TaKOro HUKOI/A MPEk/ae
Jaxe ¥ He TPOOOBaJL.

— 4 tak noHuMmalo, TebGe HEM3BECTHO, YTO 3TO 32 HOX M KOMY OH MpUHAIJIeKaN mpexae? —
B3[JIS1IOM YKa3aB Ha BOTKHYTBIM B CTOJ HOX, cripocui Kpusoii Ban.

— Otkyaa? — yIMBJIEHHO MOXaJ IJiedaMu AHTHII.

Kpusoii Ban MpauHO KHMBHYI U, B35IB KPYXKKY, CA€JaJ €€ HECKOJIBKO ITIOTKOB IIUBA.

— A, J1ajiHO, — CKa3aJl OH, CTaBsl KPYXKKYy Ha cTosl. — HeT y MeHs Hu Masiefiiero xejaaHusl BBS-
3bIBAaThCS B ITY UCTOPHIO, HO KTO-TO BE/Ib JIOJKEH TeOe Bce pacckaszaTh. MHave jien nmoHaenaenip, 1a
1 ceOsl B KOHIIE KOHIIOB YTPOOHIIIb.

— YTO THI JOIkKEH MHE paccKa3aTb? — HEMOHUMAIOIIe ocMoTpen Ha Bana AHTum.
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— DTO HOX BECTHHMKA CMEPTH, — MEJJIEHHO, JaBasl MapHIO BpeMs MOHATh U OLIEHUTb KaxkJ0e
yCIIBIIIaHHOE ¢J10BO, Tpon3Hec Kpusoii Ban.

— BectHrka cMepTu? — HOBTOPWJI CJIEIOM 32 HUM AHTHII.

— Touno, — yBepeHHo kuBHYJ KpuBoii Ban. — Moxelb He comHeBaTbcsl. MHe Takol HOXK Yke
KaK-TO pa3 I0BOAWIOCH BUIETh. U, MoBephb yX MHE, IapeHb, 51 3TOr0 HUKOIAa He 3a0y.y.

KpuBoit Ban MmpauHo ycMexHyJIcs ¥ Kak Obl HeB3HAUail KOCHYJICS ABYMSI CIOKEHHBIMHU BMECTe
NaJIbLIAMHU 3€JIEHOH TOBSI3KH, TIepeuepKUBAIOIIEH €ro JIUIO B TOM MECTe, T TOIDKEH ObUT HAXOAUTHCS
JIEBBIN IJ1a3.

— Tl cablan mpo BECTHUKOB CMEPTH, TApeHb? — CIPOCUJI OH Y AHTHIIA.

— Jla KTO % PO HUX HE CJIBIIIAJ, — [MOXKaJ IiedaMu AHTHUIL. — TOJIBKO 1 MoJaraj, 4ro B HallIu
MECTa OHH HE 3aXaKMBAIOT.

— BecTtHuka cMepTH MOKHO BCTPETUTh B CAMOM INTyXoM yrojike beckpaiinero mupa, — Bo3pasui
emy Kpusoit Ban. — Onu ugyT Tyna, Kyjga 30BET UX JI0T.

— Honr nepen kem? — cupocust AHTHIL.

— Honr nepen cMepThio, — oTBETUI BaH. — Bece oHM 1aBHO yike NepeXuiiv OTBEAEHHbIN UM BEK
Y OCTAaIOTCS )KUBBIMH TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO CaMU HECYT CMEPTb.

— Ho s capiman, 94to BECTHUKM CMEPTH yOMBAIOT HE BCEX TMOAPSIJL, a TOIBKO TeX, KOMY CMEpTh
yXe MpeJHauepTaHa CyapOou, — ckazan AHTHIIL.

— Bepno, — cornacuicsa ¢ Hum Kpusoii Ban. — T'oBopaT, urto rae-to cpeau JUKux rop crout
JpeBHEe Kalulille, BBICTPOEHHOE B He3arnaMsITHbIE BpeMeHa B 4eCTh 00KECTBA, UMsI KOTOPOTO JTaBHO
yXke BceMH 3a0bITO. M ecTh B TOM Kamnuiie antapb. BoT K HeMy ¥ IPUXOAUT BECTHUK CMEPTH, YTOObI
y3HaTh UM$ CBOEW ouyeperHON kepTBbl. [lociae 3Toro BECTHUK CMEpPTU HE 3HAET MOKOs 10 TeX Iop,
MIOKa He MPUBEJET IPUIOBOP B UCHOJNIHEHKE. V] HET y BECTHMKA CMEPTH MHOTO OPYXKHsl, KPOME €ro
HOXa, — BaH B3M110M yKa3all Ha HOX, BOTKHYTBIM B Kpail CTOJIa, — C KOTOPbIM OH HUKOI/Ia HE pac-
CTaercsl.

— Boixogur, 310 He $1, a caM HOX MPONOPo Xapiamy pyKy? — ¢ 3aTa€HHOW HaJIeXKI0U CIIPOCHIT
AHTHN. — BeIXOIUT, 51 371€CHh HU NIPU YeM?

— Hox 6e3 HarpaBJisiioneii ero pyku He CriocoOeH MPUYUHUTD Bpejia, — MoKavas ronoBoit Kpu-
Boi1 Ban.

— Ho 51 He xoten 3Toro! — BOCKJIMKHYJ AHTHII.

— [IpaBunbHee OyaeT ckasaTb, UTO, HE OKKKCh y TeOsI B pyKe HOKa BECTHUKA CMEPTH, Thl CaM
HUKora Obl He pelmyics Ha Takoe, — Bo3pasui emy BaH. — Hox, oYyBCTBOBaB TBOIO 3JI0CTh Ha Xap-
JlaMa, 3aCTaBmII TeOsI B3STh €r0 B PyKH, a 3aTeM yKaszas TeOe 11efb. [locie MHOTUX JieT 3a0BeHHs OH
BHOBb ITOUYBCTBOBAJI KPOBb U CTaJI ellie onacHee. Tenepb oH OyzeT yOuBaTh BCEX, K KOMY Thl UCITBI-
THIBAEIIIb XOTSI ObI TPOCTO JIETKYIO HeNpUsi3Hb. [1pencrapisens, COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMBIN YeIOBEK
CIIy4aiiHO 3a/ieHeT TeOsl TUIeUOM, a Thl B OTBET Ha 3TO BBIXBATHIIb HOX M BOTKHEIIb €0 OOMIYMKY
B KMBOT.

AHTHUI C OITACKO MOCMOTPEIT Ha HOX, CIIOBHO 3TO OBLJIO )KHUBOE CYIIIECTBO, CIIOCOOHOE CaMo T10
cebe, 0e3 TOCTOPOHHEH MOMOIIH, PUYUHSATH 3J10.

— Her, — yBepenHo kaunya ronosoit Autun. U eme pa3 nosropwi: — Her! S He crany storo
nenatb! Besb ake BECTHUKHM CMEPTH HE YOUBAIOT BCEX MOAPSIIL.

— [Toromy 4TO y BECTHMKA CMEPTH HET HU YyBCTB, HU SMOLIMI, — BO3pa3ui emy Kpusoii Ban. —
CMBICTT KU3HM TSI HETO 3aKJII0YAETCsl B TOM, YTOOBI HECTU CMepTh. TOMBKO MO3TOMY OH CIIOCOOEH
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOW HOX.

— B Takom city4ae 51 60osbliie He IPUKOCHYCh K STOMY HOXY! — PEIIUTENIbHO 3asIBUJ AHTHII.

— Cimmkom no3jHo, — Oe3HaIe)KHO ToKadan rojgoBoi Kpusoii Ban. — B3siB HOX B pyKy u
HAIlOWB €r0 KPOBbIO, Thl IPUBSI3AN €r0 K cede.

— Ho s He xouy youBars!

— Mui He BractHbI Haj CyapOoi, — GecrioMONIHO pa3Ben pykamu Kpusoii Ban.
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— 51 BBIOpoOIITY HOX B peky!

— Ero Haiiger Kro-HHOYAb APYroOM, U MEPBOM €ro KePTBOU CTAHEIIIb THI.

— Tak uTo )xe MHe Teneps Aenatb?! — He To B 0TUasiHUMM, HE TO CO 3JI0CTHIO B3MAXHYJI pyKaMu
AHTHII

— 'V 1eb6s ectb 1Ba MyTH, — MeAsieHHO npousHec Kpusoii Ban. [Ipexae yem npomoyKuTh, OH
B35UJ1 CO CTOJIa KPY/KKY M JIONWJ OCTaBaBIleecs] B HEM MMUBO. — Thl MOXKEIIb CaM CTaTh BECTHUKOM
CMEpTHU WJI K€ JOJIKEH BEPHYTh HOX BECTHUKY CMEPTH.

— Tomy, KOTOpBIi ero noTepsii? — Copocru AHTHII.

— Toro, KTO nOTEPSIT ITOT HOK, CKOPEE BCETO JABHO YK€ HET B KUBBIX, — ycMexHyJ1cs Kpusoit
Ban.

— 3Ha4HUT, s1 MOTY OTAATh €ro JIOOOMY JIPYrOMY BECTHUKY CMEPTH?

— BepHo, — kuBHYJ BaH.

— U roe xe MHe ero uckarb?

— Beckpaitnuii Mup BeJMK, — IIMPOKO pa3een pykamu Kpusoii Ban. — BecTHuka cmepT MOXKHO
BCTPETUTH TaM, I7I€ Thl U CaM 3TOI'0 HE OKUJACIlb.

— bpen kakoi-1o... — AHTHIT HAKJIOHWICS BIIEPe/l ¥ KPEIKO MPH:KaJl JIAJOHU K JIMILY, CJIOBHO
KaK B JIETCTBE *keJlasi OTTOPOAUTHLCS OT BCEI0 MUpa — OTPOMHOIO U ITyTalolle-HEeMOHATHOro. — 51 BCio
CBOIO KM3Hb TOJIBKO TEM U 3aHMMAJICSI, YTO OTIly B I0JI€ Aa MO XO3SMCTBY MOMOTrajl, — CKa3aJl OH,
cHoBa rocmotpes Ha KpuBoro Bana. — [lanbie Ycros Hurae He 6siBast. U uto ke, Teneph u3-3a HOXa,
KOTOPBIH MPOJiekall B 3eMJIE HE3HAMO CKOJIBKO JIET, 51 I0JKEH UATH MUCKATh KAKOTO-TO TaM BECTHHKA
cmeptu?

— TakoBa TBOst Cyp0a, — ¢ OecCTpacTHBIM BhIpakeHHEM Ha Jiuile oTBeTus emy KpuBoil Ba.

— Her, — cHoBa nokauan ronoBoir AHtun. — Hukyzna s u3 cena He noiay. 3aBTpa ke yTpoM
Haiay XapiaaMa v oObsICHIO €My, KaK Bce IPOU3OIILIO. . .

— Tebe ceituac He 0 Xapname JymMaTh HY)KHO, — He a1 eMy joroBopuTh Kpusoii Ban. — Th
AayMmaeliib, Tedsi OCTaBAT B TOKOE IOC/E TOro, KaK MO Cely pa3HeceTcs BeCTb O TOM, 4TO y TeOs
MOSIBUJICS] HOXK BECTHUKA CMEpPTH ?

— 4 cipa4dy HOX.

— DTOT HOX Henb3s cupsaratb. — KpuBoil BaH Tskesno B3IOXHY U KayHYJI FOJIOBOH, JUBSChH
HEMOHATIMBOCTU AHTUMA. — Ternepb Tl M OH — eUHOe 11ejioe. 3a0paTh HOX y TeOsI MOXKET TOJIBKO
caM BECTHUK CMEPTH.

AHTHII CHOBA B3IJISIHYJI HA HOX.

— A ecnu 51 yily ¥ OCTaBJIIO HOX 3/IeCh? — cripocuyi oH y Bana. — YUto npousoriger?

— He 3Hato, — moxaJn redamu ToT. — Ho nydiiie u He mpoOyid.

— [ouemy?

— Haunem c Toro, 4To 51 He MO3BOJI0 Tebe YUTH U3 IUHKA, OCTABUB HOX 3/1eCh.

— A OTKyga B cele CTaHeT M3BECTHO, YTO HOX y MeHs? — MpsIMO MOCMOTPEN Ha LIMHKaps
AwnTu. — Tl pacckaxeninb?

— Pacckaxy, — He crain oriuparbes Kpupoii Ban. — MHe, kak # JIloOOMY IPYroMy, TaKOe COCe/I-
CTBO He 1o 1ymre. [la u 6e3 Toro, uro Xapiam U ero IpusITeIM PacCKaxyT O HOXe, KOTOPbIM Oblja
HaHeceHa paHa, MHOTHE JI0TaJaloTcsl, YTO ITO ObLI 32 HOK.

— He nymaro, yTo MHOrMe B HallleM cejieé BCTPEYaIUCh C BECTHUKOM CMEPTH, — C COMHEHHEM
MoKayaJl roJIoBor AHTHII.

— Morox THI emnie, mapeHs, — ycMexHyscss Kpusoit Ban. — Kaxpiii denoBek Xotst Obl pa3 B
JKU3HU BCTPEYAETCS] C BECTHUKOM cMepTU. TONBKO He BCSAKUM OyJeT paccKa3biBaTh 00 STOM.

— U 410 )€, MHOTHE NOCIIe TAaKOW BCTPEYX OCTAIOTCS )KUBBIMU ? — YIMBUIICS AHTHIIL.

— BecTHuK cMepTy yOMBaeT TOJIBKO TOTO, 32 KeM MpHiles, — oTBeTiws Ban. — [pyrue emy 6e3
HagoOHOCTU. W ecny KTO-TO CITy4YailHO OKa3ascs PSIIOM. ..
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Kpugoii Ban ymoJik, He 3akOHUMB (ppasy, CJI0BHO BCIOMHUII YTO-TO TAaKOE, O YEM HE CJIEI0BAJIO
TOBOPUTH IIPYA IIOCTOPOHHUX.

— V 1e04 ermie ecTb BpeMsl, — cKa3asl OH AHTHUITY YK€ COBEPIICHHO UHBIM rojiocom. — [loiau
JIOMOM, ¢ OTIIOM TIocoBeTyHcs. OH y TeOsl YeIOBeK HEeTTYIIbIH, TJIS/IUIIb, YTO-HUOY/Ib /1a TIOJICKAXKET.

AHTUN MOJTYa KMBHYIL. B3risiz ero nmpu 3ToM ObUT YCTpeMIIeH He Ha COOeCeJHUKA, a Ha TJIAJIKO
BBICTPYTaHHBIC U OTIIOJIMPOBAHHLIC PEYHBIM INECKOM KEJITOBATBIE NTOCKHU CTOJIA.

— Eme nuBa xouews? — cipocui Kpusoit Ban, 1aBast TeM caMbIM NOHSTD, UTO CKa3all ykKe BCe,
YTO coOMpacs.

Bce Tak :xe Moya AHTUI OTPULIATENILHO MTOKAaYall TOJI0BOM. 3aTeM OH MEJIJIEHHO MOHSJICS Ha
HOTH, TIepelIarHyJ yepe3 CKaMelKy U MOJIoNIeN K Kpalo CToja, B KOTOPBI ObUT BOTKHYT HOX BECT-
HuKa cmeptu. CeKkyH1y IOMEeJIMB, OH MPOTSHYJ PYKY K HOXYy. KoBaHasi pykosiTKa Jiersia B JIaJIOHb
HaCTOJIBKO yIlO6HO, 910 AHTHII ITIOYTH HE YYyBCTBOBAJI €€ IIPUKOCHOBCHUSA K KOXKE.

— Iocrapaiicst 6e3 Hy kbl HE JOCTaBaTh €ro, — MpoU3Hec 3a cnuHoi y AHTtuna Kpusoii Ban.

I[HH TOT'O YTOOBI BBIICPHYTb HOX M3 JOCKHU CTOJIA, AHTI/IHy HE NPpUILJIOCH ITPUJIOKHUTH HUKAKOI'O
YCUJIUSI — HOXK CaM CTPEMUJICS BEPHYThCSI K CBOEMY HOBOMY X03siMHY. OCTpO 3aTOYEHHOE, TOHKOE,
KakK UIJIa, OCTpue OJeCHYIO0, CJIOBHO JasieKast 3Be3/1a, KOrjaa AHTHIT HAKJIOHWJICS, YTOObI CYHYTh HOX
3a rOJIEHHUIIIE.

Vxe B 1Bepsx AHTUI 0OepHYJICS.

— I'ne To1 motepsint cBoii r1a3, Ban? — cipocuit OH y HEMOABUKHO 3aMEpLIErO BO3JIE CTOJIA ILIUH-
Kaps.

— He 3agaBaii Bonpoc, eciy 3Haellb, YTO BCE paBHO HE MOJIYyYMIllb HA HETO OTBET, — OTBETHII
emy Kpusoii Ban.

AHTHIT MOTYa KWBHYJI 1 BbIIIET B HOYHYIO TbMY.

KpuBoit Ban ObicTpo moadeska K ABEpU U € MOCHEIIHOCTBIO, KOTOpasi MOIJIa Obl TTOKa3aThCs
V3JIMIITHEH, 3a]JBUHYJT 3aCOB.
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I'maBa 2

[Moka AHTUN JOGMpAICS O I0Ma, XMEJTb U3 €r0 FOJIOBBI TOBBIBETPHIICS, U, eIIIe pa3 KaK CleayeT
00IyMaB Bce TO, 4TO pacckasan emy Kpusoit BaH, mapeHs pemm noka HIKOMY HUYEero He TOBOPHTb.

B Yerbinu KpuBoro Bana Bce cuntanu cBouM, XOTs U ObUT OH Y€JI0BEKOM MPHIUIBIM. CKOJIBKO
AHTUN cebs NOMHWJI, BCAKUI pas, 3aX0/isl B IIMHOK, OH BHUJEJ 32 CTOMKOM HIMPOKOE JIMIO OIHOIJIa-
30T0 XO35IMHa, HETTPEMEHHO YJIbIOaoIIeecs], C OTTONBIPEHHBIMH YIIAMU, ITUPOKUMHE CKYJIaMH U OOJTb-
IIMMH, BBICTYTAIOIMMHU Briepe] 3yoamu. Kak-To ele MaJb4oHKON AHTHUII CIIPOCKI Y OTLA, TOYEMY
IIMHKAph HE MOXOXK Ha JAPYIHX KUTENed ceia, Ha YTO OTell, YJIBIOHYBIIHCh, OTBETWI, yTo KprBoi
Ban npuiiien B YCThIHD U3 TaKUX AAJIEKUX 3€MeJb, O KOTOPBIX Aaxke B YCTOe HUKTO He CbIXxuBaj. Yro
3actaBuiio KprBoro BaHa MOKMHYTh pOAHOM JIOM M OTIIPABUTHCS HAa MOMCKHU JIyUIlIei JOJIU B UyKue
3eMJIH, HUKTO He 3HaJI — IIIMHKAPb ObUT Y€JIOBEKOM IPUBETIIMBBIM M Pa3TOBOPYMBBIM, HO BCE, UTO XOTS
Obl KOCBEHHO KacaJloch €ro MPOILIOi KU3HH, /10 TOro, Kak 003aBeJicsl OH B YCThIHM IIMHKOM, Kpu-
BoM BaH akKypaTHO 00XOQMJI B pa3roBOpax CTOPOHOM, a Ha MPsSIMbIE BOMPOCH OTBEYaIT KaKOH-HUOY/Ib
1ryTkoi. ITorpeGoBanock He Tak MHOTO BpEMEHH, YTOObI KOPEHHBIE )KUTENIN YCTHIHU NIEPECTAIIM 3aBO-
muth ¢ KpuBbiMm Banom pasroBops! o ero nponuiom. Hy, pa3 He xoueT 4enoBek 00 3TOM TOBOPHUTb,
TaK 4YTO K K HeMy IpHcTaBath romycty! OT IUHKaps 4TO TPeOyeTcst — 9TOOBI TMBO OBLIO XMETbHBIM,
a O0OpIII HABAPUCTHIM. A C STUMH CBOMMU 00s13aHHOCTsMU KpuBoii Ban cripaBnsiicss ormenno. Cra-
PYIKY TOBOPWJIM, UTO JIYYIIEro IUHKAPS B YCTHIHU OTPOASICh HE OBLIO.

W Bce xe Kpupoii Ban Obut uyxakom. A, ciieloBaTeIbHO, KaK y Uy)kaka, y Hero MOIJIM UMEThCS
KaKMe-TO CBOM, HETMOHSATHbIE MECTHBIM JKUTENISIM cooOpaxeHus. Tak, mo KpaiHeil Mepe, Ka3ajaoch
AHTHUIY, KOTJa OH pa3AyMblBajl HaJ| CIOBaMM IIMHKaps. Bee npaBuiibHO, HUKOTA Mpexke ceJlbyaHe
He KMJAJIUCh JIPYT Ha JIpyra ¢ HOKaMu, KaKoi Obl OCTPBI CIIOp MKy HUMH HU 3axonul. To, 4To rmpo-
M30IIIO CErOJHS B IIMHKE, COOBITHE, BBIXOASIIEE U3 psijia BOH. AHTHII Be/lb BOBCE HE XOTEJ CErOIHs
BBA3bIBATHCSA B MEpenaky ¢ XapiaamMoM, a MOIyYrIoch TakK, YTO PyKy MapHIO Mokajueumst. Yto Tomy
crasio ipuunHoi? To, uto muBo y Kpusoro Bana cimiikom kpenkoe? M cam AHTHIT ObLT HBIHYE
YCTaBIIMM OO0Jibllle OOBIYHOIO, HAJIOMABIIKCh C HETIOAATIMBBIMU IMHAMU? VNI KaK-TO YK OYEHb 3710
1 OOJILHO 3aLIenuIl ero cerogHs Xapnam? A MOXET, ¥ BIPaBIy HOXKUK BCEMY BUHOM?..

AHTHI ycMeXHYJICsS KPUBO M TOJIOBOM nokadail. Hemerko Oyznet yoeauTs coceieil B TOM, YTO
HE 3JI0M YMBICEJ, a BCEro JIMIIb IIYNOe CTeYeHUEe OOCTOATENbCTB MPUBEJIO K Tpareiuu B IIMHKE.
Ho eme TpyaHee OyaeT 3acTaBUTh UX NOBEPUTH B TO, YTO BUHOW BCeMy ObLI HOXK BECTHUKA CMEPTH,
HalJIEHHBI AHTUIIOM MOl KOPHSMU CTaporo IHs.

ITpuas k Takomy BbIBOLY, AHTHUII el Ha BpeMs 3a0bITh 0 pasroBope ¢ KpuebiM Banowm, na
1 BooO111e 000 BCEM, UTO MPOM3OLLIO CETrOIHSA B IIMHKE. BHITh MOXET, pyka Xapiama oBpek/eHa He
TaK CUJIbHO, KaK I0Ka3aJI0Ch BHaUasle, KOra Bce, KTO 9TO BUJIEN, BKJII0Yast U caMOro AHTHIIA, IIPOCTO
UCITYTaJIMCh OIHOTO TOJIBKO BUJa KpoBU. [J1suiib, Bce camo codoit yaskercs. Hy a exenu Her, Tak
NPUETCS OBUHUTBCS U MPUTIONHO MPOCUTh y XapiaaMa u3BMHeHUs. OOMIHO, KOHEYHO, OCOOEHHO
€CJI1 [IPUHSATh BO BHUMAHUE TO, YTO Xap/iam caM Havasl K AHTUITY B IIMHKE [TPUCTaBaTh, a BCE JIyYlle,
YeM MJITH HEM3BECTHO KyJla pa3bICKMBaTh BECTHUKA CMEPTH, Kak coBeTyeT Kpusoil Ba.

INopemB Ha ToM, AHTUI 3a0paJicsl B YepJayHOE OKOLIKO CEHOBAJIA, 3apbLICs B CBEXEE [TyIIU-
CTOE CEHO M, He CKa3aTh, YTOObI COBCEM CIIOKOIHO, HO BCE K€ JOBOJIBHO-TAKH OBICTPO 3aCHYII.

ITpocHyics OH ¢ neTyxamu, KOrja Ha BOCTOKE TOJIbKO 3aHMMAJIUCh I1€PBbIE OTCBETHI 3apH.

VMBIBIIHCD HA MTPYLy, AHTHUIT HECIIBIIITHO, YTOOBI HUKOTO He OYMTb, 3alles B JOM Yepe3 CKOT-
HbII 1BOp. B morpe0e oH Hailles KyBIIMH XOJIOZHOTO MOJIOKA M KYCOK ChIpa, a Ha IMOJIKE — KPaIoXy
xJie0a: JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI MIEPEKYCUTh € yTpa. 3aMETUB, YTO AHTHUII yIIEJ CIIO3apaHKY, HE 103aB-
TpaKaB Kak CJIe/lyeT, OTell IPUHECET eMy e[y B IOJe.

Hackopo nposkeBaB xJ1e0 ¢ CBIpOM 1 3aIMB €r0 MOJIOKOM, AHTHIT TPUXBATHJI TOTIOP C BEPEBKOH
U oTnpaBwics B none. EMy He XoTenoch 10KumaThes NpoOyKASHUs POOUTENIeH U paccripocoB MO
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TMIOBOJIY TOT'0, KaK OH ITPOBEJI BUEPAITHUI Beuep. A eXeJld UM yKe U3BECTHO O TOM, UTO BUEpa B IIMHKE
OH HOKOM MPHUTBO3/IJI JIAIOHB Xapriama K CTOITy, Tak TeM Oosiee OyAeT Jiydilie BHauaJle IeperoBOpuTh
C OTIIOM C IJIa3y Ha IJIa3, y3HaTh, YTO OH 000 BCEM TOM JIyMaerT.

JloOpaBiIucey 10 AENSIHKHM, KOTOpasi Ha CErOAHSIIIHUN JIeHb OblJTa HaMeueHa TOJ PACUHCTKY,
AHTUT CKUHYJ py0axy ¥ C OCTEpBEHEHUEM MPHUHSLICS pPyOUTh KOPHHU MEPBOTO Mornasiierocs ms. OH
HaJIesyICs, 4TO padoTa MOMOXET eMy 3a0bITh 000 BCeM, UTO CIYIUJIOCh BUepa, U TO, O YeM FOBOPHII
emy Kpusoii Ban.

N emy 310 11OYTH yIQIIOCH.

AnTtun pabotain 6e3 nepepbiBa He MEHbIIIE Yaca, OCTaHABJIMBASCH JIMIIIb U3PEIKa, YTOOBI 00Te-
peTh NoT ¢ jmia. KoHell ero Moryuum, HO 1o OOJbIIEN YacTH COBEPIIEHHO OECCMBICTIEHHBIM TPY-
J1aM TIOJIOKHJIO TIOSIBJIEHHE OTIa, IPUOBIBIIIETO, KAK M MOJIarajaoch, Ha Teliere, 3anpsHkeHHOW THeIoM
Jomaapio. BOTKHYB TOMOp B KOMeEJb MHsI, AHTHIT PAaCTIPSIMUII CIIUHY M HACTOPOXXEHHO TIOCMOTPE
B CTOPOHY OTIa, CTapasiCh yke M0 OJHOMY €ro BUIY JOraaTbCsl, U3BECTHO JIA YETO OTIly O CJIY4MB-
IeMCHl.

Orern He crielna cje3 C TeJlerd, Paclpsr JOmab, MPUBSI3al e K KOPHSAM BBIBOPOYEHHOTO U3
3eMJIM THSI ¥ TOJIBKO TI0CJIe 3TOTO TOBEpPHYJICS M MOCMOTpeN Ha AHTHUIA U3-TIOJ] T'YCTHIX YEPHBIX C
MpOce/Ibio OPOBEHA.

— Tr1 moyemy goMa He HOUeBaJ1? — BOPWIMBO MPOOACHIT OH.

— 41 Ha ceHOBaJIe cajl, — HATSHYTO YJIBIOHYJICSI AHTHUII, OTMETHUB MPO cebs1, YTO OTel AABHO yxke
HE MHTEPECOBAJICS, I7Ie IPOBOAUT HOUM €T0 B3POCIIBIN CBIH.

— A nouemy ymen 6e3 3aBTpaka? — 3aJajl HOBBII BOIIPOC OTEIl.

— S mepexycui X1e60M ¢ MOJIOKOM, — OTBETWJI AHTHII.

— Jlepxwu, — oTel MPOTSHYJI ChIHY KOP3WHY, B KOTOPON HaXOAMJIach ITyOOKash MUCKa, MOIHAS
TIIEHHOM Kallli ¢ KyCKaM1 OTBApHOT'O MsICa, CBeXKHUI Orypell, Kpaioxa xjeda v OoJblias iepeBsHHas
JIOXKKA.

VYceBuch Ha NIeHb, AHTUII IPUHSJICA 32 e71y.

Orten; mpucen Ha KOPTOYKHM HEMOAAJEKy OT HEro M, COpBaB JUIMHHYIO TPAaBUHY, MPUKYCHT
3y0amMu KOHYHK.

— Ko mue ceronns yrpom Kpusoii Ban 3axonui, — Mpou3HeEC OH HETPOMKO, IJIss KyIa-TO B
CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO BOBCE HE K CBIHY 00paIlasich.

Jloxka 3amepna B pyke AHTUIIA.

— Pacckazan? — cripocuit oH, cpasy ke MOTepsiB BCAKUI UHTEPEC K eIe.

— Pacckazan, — KuBHYJ OTell M Ha 9TOT pa3 MPUCTAIbHO IOCMOTPEJI B IJ1a3a ChIHY. — Thl moueMy
CaM-TO MHE HUYEro He cKazai?

— A 9TO TYT TOBOPHUTH? — AHTHII IOCTABIJI MUCKY C HEJIOEICHHOH Kailleil 0OpaTHO B KOP3UHY. —
Xapnam JaBHO yXe y MeHs1 HarpaiuuBaics. A Buepa... Hox ciyuailHO o pykoil okazascs, Hy 1 U
TKHYJI €r0 B pyKy... CaM He 1oiiMy, Kak BCe 3TO MOTYYUJIOCh. . .

— 41 He o TOM, — HEJJOBOJILHO TOMOpIIUJICS oTell. — KpuBoil Ban Tebe ckazai, 4To 3TO HOX
BECTHUKA CMepTH?

— Hy, ckazain, — HetoBosIbHO OYpPKHYJ AHTHII.

— JlaBaii-ka 6e3 «Hy», — CTPOro IJISTHYJI Ha HEro OTell.

— Ckaszasi, — moTynuJI B3MIsiT AHTHIL

— A TbI UTO?

— A 410 517 — pacTepsiHHO XJIOMHYJ Ia3aMu AHTHUI. — MHe-TO OTKyzaa ObUIO 3HATh, YTO 3TO
3a HOX?

Orter1 HEOBOJIBHO JIEPHYJI MOAOOPOIKOM, IIOKHYB IPH STOM SI3bIKOM.

— Hox y Te6s1 ¢ coboii?

- Ha.
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AHTHIT IOTSHYJICS 32 HOKOM, HO OTEI] OCTAaHOBHJI €r0, OBICTPO BCKUHYB PYKY B IpeocTepera-
IOLLIEM JKECTe.

— He toponucek, — ckazas oH. — BeiHMMai HOK MEIJIEHHO U aKKYpaTHO.

AHTHIT BBITAIIWIT HOX M3-32 TOJICHUIINA U MOJHST PYKY C HOKOM Ha ypOBEHb Iosica.

— Teneps BOTKHU HOX B JIEpeBO, — BeJIeJT OTEll.

AHTHIT IOAHSIICS HA HOTU ¥ BOTKHYJI HOX B TOT K€ IeHb, HA KOTOPOM CHJIE.

Ortel1 OCTOPOXKHO MPUOM3KIICS U, HE TIPUKACASCH K HOKY, BHUIMATEJIbHO OCMOTPEJ €r0 CO BCeX
CTOPOH.

— Tak u ecTb, — CKa3aj OH, BHOBb OTXO[s Ha Oe30IacHOe PACCTOSIHUE. — DTO HOX BECTHHKA
CMEpTH.

— Tel Buzen ero npexe? — yIuBIEHHO IOCMOTpPEJT Ha OTLA AHTHII.

— Ecim He 3TOT e caMblid, TO TOYHO TaKOU K€, — OTBETHJI OTELL.

— I'me? — HenoymeBaroie BCKUHYJ OpoBU AHTHII.

— ¢ Bumen, Kak ymep TBOU A€, — CyXO OTBETHII OTell.

— Tak, 3HauuT, TH ¥ BECTHUKA CMEPTH BUIET?

— Her, — oTpuniateisHO KauHyJ TOJIOBOM OTeIl.

— Kak xe tak? — pazoyapoBaHHO pa3Bes1 pykamu AHTuN. — Hox Bujen, a BECTHUKA CMEPTH
— Her?

— 51 BUAET TONBKO TO, YTO MHE OBLIO TIO3BOJICHO YBHUJIETh, — BCE TaK Xke CyX0, HO IPH STOM ellie
Y 9yTh Pa3apakeHHO OTBETUJI OTeIl.

AHTUI MMOHSJI, YTO 3a]aBaTh HOBbIE BOIPOCH Ha 3Ty TeMy He ciienyeT. [1o kpaiinei mepe, ceil-
yac.

— Y6epu HOX, — BeJies OTell.

AHTHIT IOCTYIITHO BBHITAIIIMJI HOXK M3 JIepeBa M CHOBA CIIPATAJI €r0 3a TOJICHUIIIE Carlora.

— U He mocrapaii ero 6e3 HyX/Ibl, — J0OABWIT OTeIl.

— MHe 06 atom KpuBoii Ban ysxe roBopui1, — Orpbi3Hyscsi AHTHIL.

— 51 cMoTpIO, THI HE OYEHB-TO MPHUCTYIIUBAJICA K TOMY, YTO TeOe TOBOPUJI IIIMHKAPh, — HEJIO-
BOJILHO TIPOBOPYAT OTEIl.

— A 49TO TaM OBLJIO CITyIIaTh, — MOXAJ IJIeYaMu AHTHIIL.

— A Hajo 6bLT0 OB MOCTYIATh, — pe3Ko mepedw ero otell. — Kpusoii Ban gesno tebe roBoput.

Ha 310 AnTun nudero He orsetus. Ecim KpuBoit Ban pasroBapuBai ¢ OTIioM, TO, HaBEPHOE,
CKa3aJl eMy, 4TO MOCOBETOBA AHTHITY OTIIPABUTLCS HA TIOMCKU BECTHUKA CMEPTH.

Orer TSKEJIO B3JOXHYJI, CEJT Ha 3eMITIO, CJIOKHB HOTH Tiepesi COO0M KPecToM, U IIPOBeEJT 00eUMHU
PYKaMH| 110 BOJIOCAaM, OTKHU/IbIBasi UX Ha3ajl.

— Pa3 He cran ciymars, uro Tede KpuBoit Ban roBopwt, mociyIai, 4to s pacCcKaxy.

AHTHITY TIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO CJIOBA TU OTEI[ MPOU3HEC C HEMMOBEPHBIM TpyaoM. OH TpHcel Ha
KOPTOYKY HAIIPOTUB OTIIA ¥ IPUTOTOBUIICS CIYIIIATh.

— I1po 3TOT HOX MHe ellle TBOH Jie]l, Koraa ObUT )KUB, PacCKa3blBal, — He CIIela Hayajl OTell. —
Emy ObLIO OKOJIO TPUIIATH, KOT/Ia TIOBCTPEYal OH BECTHUKA CMEPTH, TIPUIIIEAIIero B Hare ceno. U
TIPUIIIEST OH 32 JKU3HBIO €r0 KCHBI.

— 3a 6aboii Kareii? — He cMor yepXkaTbCst OT YIUBJICHHOTO Bo3riaca AHTuIl. — OHa ke 10 Cux
TOp JKUBA.

— BepHo, — xuBHy otell. — K Tomy *e 1e/ TBOH KeHUJICS TIO3[JHO, a TIOTOMY U MEHS eIlle o
Ty TIOpPY Ha cBeTe He ObuIo. 1 He poauThCst Obl MHE, €CTi Obl BECTHUK CMEPTH BBITIOTHIIT TO, 3a4eM
IIPUILLENT B YCTBIHB.

Orel1 TsKEIO B3AOXHYT U HAAOJITO YMOJIK. OH crzies, HepBHO TIOKYCHIBAasl TPABUHKY M TSI/ B
CTOPOHY I'OPU30HTA, Iie nogHuMascs jec. Ho uto Buienm Ha caMoM Jiesie ero riasa, yCTpeMIIEHHbIE
B JaJTh JABHO MPOIIEIINX BPeMeH, MOKHO ObIJIO TOJIBKO JIOTaIbIBATHCSI.

— Tax 4To ke Mpon301LT0? — He BhIAEPKAB TATOCTHOIO MOJYAHUSI, CIIPOCHIT AHTHIL.
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Orer e1Ba 3aMETHO B3/IPOTHYJT M IOCMOTPEJ Ha ChIHA.

— Moii otent ¥ TBOM Jef He JTOOMI 00 3TOM BCIIOMHUHATD. $1 YCTIBIIIIAT OT HEro 3Ty MCTOPHIO
BCEro pas, Korjaa... — Oter o6opBas pasy, CIOBHO OOSIICS CKa3aTh YTO-TO JIMIIIHEE, MOCTe Yero
3aHOBO Hayasl pacckas yke ¢ Jpyroro Mecra. — ['0OBOpAT, 4TO MOPOIO Jake BECTHUK CMEPTH YCTaeT
HECTH JIO[SIM CMepTh. M Tor/1a OH MO3BOJISIET OUepeTHOM CBOEH KepTBe YOUTh ceOsi CBOUM XKe HOKOM.
Ckopee Bcero TBOM Jie]] CTOJIKHYJICSI UMEHHO C TaKuM citydaeM. YToObl CiacTé CBOIO KeHy, TBOM J1e/1
yous BecTHUKa cMepTu. [1o HenmMcaHbIM 3aKOHAM KU3HH U CMEPTH TOCTIe TOTO OH JIOJKEH ObLT caM
CTaTh BECTHUKOM CMEPTH JIMOO BEpPHYTh HOXK ofHOMY U3 HHMX. Ho TBO# nen moctynun mHave. He
BBIHMMAsI HOXX M3 TeJla MEPTBOTO BECTHHKA CMEPTH, e/l TIOrPy3HJI €r0 Ha TeJlery, OTBe3 K 3ampynam
112 TaM 1 yTomu B peke. OH HaJlesyicsi, YTO Ha 3TOM UCTOpHsI Oy/IeT 3aKOHYEHa, HO, KaK BBISICHHJIOCH
[O3JHee, OmmnodaIcs.

Orery cHOBa cziesia rays3y, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 AHTHUIT He CTaJl ee ipepbiBarTh. [lapeHs Morya u Hero-
ABWXKHO, KaK 3a4apOBAaHHbIN, CUJIEN M XKJaJl, KOTJa OTell MPOJAOIKUT CBOM paccKas.

— MHe ObLIO OKOJIO JIeCSITH JIET, KOrJa TBOW Jie]] yMep, — CKas3ajl OTell, OTOPOCUB B CTOPOHY
M3KEBAHHYIO TPAaBUHY. — § Hallles1 ero B moJie ¢ HOKOM B criiHe. Hox ObLT TOUHO Takow ke, Kak U TOT,
YTO CHpsATaH y TeOsi 3a roieHuIeM. S1 KOCHyJICs majbliaMy KeJIe3HOM PYKOSTKM HOXa, M OHA TIOKa-
3aJ1ach MHE TEIUION, CJIOBHO €€ TOJIBKO UTO BHITYCTHIIM U3 pyKu. OTell ObUT yiKe MEepTB, U s TOOekKa
JOMOA, 4TOOBI paccKa3arh O CiyduBleMcs: MaTtepu. Koria Mbl BEpHYJIUCH K MECTy MPOMCHIECTBUS
BMECTE C COCEJICKUMU MYKHUKaMH, OTell JiexkKasl Ha TPeKHEM MeCTe, HO HOX U3 €r0 CIIUHBI OeCCIIeHO
ucye3. Ha ero pybaxe He ObLJIO MISATEH KPOBH, A Ha TeJie — HUKAKUX CJIeIOB HOkeBOro paHeHusi. Korga
sl IPUHSUICS YBEPATh BCEX COOPABILIMXCS, YTO SICHO BUJIEN HOX, TIO PYKOSTKY 3arHAHHBINA B CIIMHY
OTIIa, MEHsI IPUHSUIUCh YCIIOKauBaTh, AyMasl, YTO OT TOpsl y MEHsI MOMYTHJIOCh B TOJIoBe. MyXUKU
PEIIIM, YTO OTIIa XBATUJI yAAp, KOrja OH padoTal B 1mojie. A 4To ellle UM ocTaBasioch aymars? Ho s-
TO 3HAJI, YTO MOETO OTIa yOUJT HOX BECTHUKA CMEPTH, U 3TO OblIa pacIuiata 3a TO, YTO OH COBEPIIINT
AecsITh JIeT Ha3al.

— Ho ubs pyka neprkana HOX, yOUBIIHIA Ae1a? — CIPOCKIT AHTHIIL.

— DTOro s He 3Hal0, — TIOKayaJl ToOJI0BOM oTell. — M, ;ymaio, Mbl HUKOT/Ia YK€ 3TOro HEe y3HAeM.
EcTb TaitHbI, KOTOpBIE Jy4Ille JaXe ¥ He MBITaThCsl pasraiarth. B To BpeMs, Korjaa Bce 3TO Mpor30-
IIJI0, MHE, TIPU3HATHCS, Jake He MPUXOAUI B TOJIOBY BOIPOC, KOTOPHIX ThI 3aal. $1 mocumTas, 4ro,
MIOCKOJIBKY JKepTBa MPUHECEHA, UCTOPHSI, HAuaBIIasics ¢ yOUNCTBA BECTHUKA CMEPTH, 3aBEPILIMIIACh.
Kaxkoe-To Bpems s elie 1l B HepBHOM OKUIaHUM, YTO HEKTO HEU3BECTHBIN SIBUTCS U KO MHE, YTOOBI
TMIOJTyYHTh TI0 CUYETY, — BeJIb S TOKE KOCHYJICSI PyKOSITKH MPOKJIATOro Hoxka. Ho Hu4ero He mpoucxo-
auiio. Bekope s ycrokouycst U 32Ul OOBIYHOM JKU3HBIO: BHICTPOUJT COOCTBEHHBIN JIOM, KEHUJICS,
Te0s1 BOT ponwl. MHe Ka3anock, YTO ¢ HAMHM HIUYETO OOJIbIIIe He MOKET CIIyUUThCS, TOTOMY UTO HOX
BECTHHKa cMepTu rcue3 Oeccnenno. Ho terneps crano sicHO, 4To s ommOancs.

— Tol x0ouem» ckazarb, — OPOBH AHTHIIA COILIHUCH Y TIEPEHOCHIIBI, — UTO HOX, KOTOPBIH 51 HAIIIEIT
BYEpa, ITO TOT CAMbIi HOX, KAKMM CHauasia Jie]] yOrI BECTHUKA CMEPTH, a TIOTOM OKa3aJiCsl 3aKOJIOT
cam?

— Hoxwu, nmogoGHbIe TOMyY, YTO Thl HAILEJ, TPOCTO TaK Ha 3eMJie He BajsioTcs. — ['yObl oTia
W30THYJIUCh B KPUBOH, HANPSDKEHHOW ycMelke. JIMIo ke ero mpu 3ToM Mo-MpekHEMY OCTaBaJIOCh
Mpa4HbIM, KaK HeOO B MacMypHbIi AeHb. — [IpokjsTHe, mocTuriee Ham poj, MPOsSBUIOCH Yepes
MIOKOJIEHHE.

— W 4gro tenepn?

AHTHUT XOTeJ MPOCTO 3aJaTh BOIIPOC, HO B TOJIOCE €ro cama coOO0M MPO3ByYaia IIOXO CKPBITAsI
obuja: mouemMy OH JOJKEeH ObUT PACTIIauMBaThCS 32 TO, YTO COBEPIIIII Je]], KOTJJa €ro CaMoro ele u
Ha cBeTe He ObuTo? Bripouem, AHTUI TYT e cOOOpa3uil, YTo ecii Obl B CBOE BpeMsl Je]] TIO3BOJUI
BECTHUKY CMEpTH JOBECTH A0 KOHIIA TO, YTO OH HamMepeBaJcs CAeiaTh, TO OTel] AHTUIA, a CIeao-
BaTeJIbHO, M caM AHTHUI TaK M OCTAJIUCh Obl HEPOKAEHHBIMH. YTO cTano Obl TOrAa C UX JAyniamu?
Haruti 661 0OHM 3eMHOE BOTUIOIIEHHE B MHBIX TeJIaX WM ke MOKUHYIM Obl HaBceraa Benmkoe Koneco
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Kuznu? OTBeTa Ha 3TOT BOIPOC He cyiecTBoBajo. [lo kpaitHelr Mepe, B TOM BHJIE, B KAKOM OHU
ObLTM OBI IOHATHBI YEJIOBEKY, He MOCBAIICHHOMY B Jiefia ¥ IoMbICTb Co3arens.

— OpnHO 51 MOTy cKa3aTh TeOe TOYHO, — OTBETHII OTell Ha Boripoc AHTuna. — [Ipocto BHIOpOCcHB
9TOT HOX, Tl HEe N30ABUIIIb OT €ro MPOKJIATHS HU ceOsl, HU CBOMX OYIyIIHX JIeTEH.

— 3HauuT, 5 JIOJDKEH OTIIPABUTHLCS HA MOUCKU BECTHUKA CMEPTH, — YTPIOMO MPOU3HEC AHTHII,
MBICJICHHO YK€ TIOYTH CMUPHBIIUCH CO CBOEH CyIbOOH.

— Mbu Tyt ¢ KpuBbiM BanoM nogymMasny MajiocTb, — 3aJyMUYMBO IIPOBEI JIAJOHBIO IO BOJIOCAM
OTell, — ¥ PEeIIUJIA, YTO MOXHO TMOMPOOOBATh OCTABUTH HOX TpH cede. [IpocTo aepxkath ero B Jiapiie
KakoM, B O€30MacCHOM MecTe, 1a BpeMsI OT BpeMEHH, KOTI/1a HEeT HUKOTO PsIoM, OpaTh ero B pyky. s
TOTO, YTOOBI HOXX He 3a0bIBajl TeOsl, MHAUYe OH HAYHET MPU3bIBATh K ce0e HOBOrO XO3AMHA, KOTOPHIN
TIEPBBIM JEJIOM JOJDKEeH OyJeT pacKBHUTAThCSI C TOOOH 3a TO, UTO Thl IPEHEOPET CBOMM JIOJITOM.

— Ionrom nepes kem? — CIpOCHII C UCKPEHHUM HeIOyMEHHEM AHTHII.

— Jlonrom nepez cMepThI0, — OTBETUJT OTell, TOBTOPHB MOYTH JIOCIIOBHO TO, YTO CKa3asl AHTUITY
Buepa KpuBoii BaH. — DTOT MPOKJATHI HOX OCTABWII TeOs B JKUBBIX TOJBKO JJISI TOTO, YTOOBI ThI
CTaJI €r0 XO3MHOM.

— HoBbIM BeCTHUKOM cMepTH?

Orter; MOJTUQ HAKJIOHWJT TOJIOBY, MTPOJOJIKAS TIISETh HA ChIHA U3-TI0f] OpOBEi.

— B Takom ciryuae MHe U B cCaMOM JieJie JIydllle YATH U3 cesia, — IPOM3HEC AHTHII TaK, CJIOBHO
OKOHYATEJIbHOE PelleHue yxke ObUIO TIPUHSITO.

— He nopwu ropstuky, — ocagui ero orell. — [TonmpoOyem cHavasa mpocTo CpsTaTh HOKX.

AHTUTN MOITYa MOXKaJ IJIe4aMu, 1aBasi HOHATb, YTO CYUTAET TAKOE pellieHre He OCOOSHHO yiad-
HBIM, HO TeM He MeHee MepeYnTh OTILy He COOMpaeTcsl.

— IlopaGoTtaem 10 MOMyHS, a TOTOM S Che3XKY B CeJ0, — MPOAOKII otell. — [TocMoTpio, uTo
TaMm j1a Kak. [Tocimymiaio, 9To roBOpsT B IIMHKE HACYET Ballel ¢ XapiaaMoM BUepalrHel CCOpBI.

— KpuBoit Ban roBopu, 4to pacckakeT BCEM O TOM, YTO Y MEHsSI HOX BECTHHKAa CMEpTH, —
yIPIOMO COOOIIWIT OTITY AHTHIIL.

— KpuBoii Ban crienaer 310 TOMBKO TOraa, KOrjga nmouMeT, 9To HOX OepeT Haja TOOOH BIacTb U
THI ITPEBPAIIIALIIbCs B BECTHUKA CMEPTH, — OTBETHJI oTell. — OH 00elian MHe 3T0, U 51 BEpIo eMy.

— Hy, ecii TaKk... — AHTUII CHOBa NOXKAJI TUICYAMH.

— 41 0GepHych Yaca 3a 1Ba, — BEpHYJICS K IIEPBOHAYAIBHOM TeMe oTell. — Torjaa u pemmm, 4to
nasbine nenats. Cam B ceso oka He xomu. O6en s tede npusesy. [ToHsn?

AHTHUIT MOJTYA KUBHYJL.

— Hy a pa3 nonsu1, Tak ¥ pasroBop Bech. — OTell pelmTeIbHO MoAHsIICA Ha Horu. — [lopa 3a
padoTty mpuHUMAThCS. 1 BUXKY, ThI 3/1€Ch IO MEHSI YK€ yCIe]l CKOBBIPHYTh HECKOJIBKO TICHBKOB. . .

Pabora 3akunena.

Kak u HakaHyHe, AHTUI TIOIKAaINbIBaI MEHb W 00pyOasl KOPHH, a OTell, IPUBSA3aB MeHb K
JIOIIaIH, BHITSATUBAJI €TI0 U3 3MJIM U OTTACKUBAJI B CTOPOHY, I7ie yke Obljla CBaJIeHa LieJiasi Kydya ypoa-
JIMBBIX OOPYOKOB, OBIBIIIMX HEKOT]a MOTYYMMH, TIOJTHBIMU KU3HU JIEPEBbSIMU.

3a paboToil BpeMs /10 TIOIYIHS MPOILIO He3aMeTHO. M HU pa3y OTell C CHIHOM Jjake CIIOBOM He
MEPEMOJIBUJIMCH O BUEpAITHEM MTPOUCIIIECTBUH B IIIMHKE.

AnTtun padotan kak ofgepxumsiil. Kazanock, Teno ero He 3HaJI0, 4TO TaKOE YCTaJIOCTh, U COBEP-
I[IIEHHO HE HYXJA1I0Ch B OTAbixe. OH OCTAaHOBUJICSA M OITYCTHJI TOTOP, TOJIBKO KOIZIA OTell MaxHYyJI
PYKOW M KPUKHYJI:

— Xopor!

BoTkHyB TOMOp B JEpeBO U YIIEPEBIINCh PYKOW B HATPYKEHHYIO CIIMHY, AHTUI TIOCMOTpPE
Ha He0o. CoJHIle yke MMHOBAJIO 3€HUT — CYTKU TEepeBaTUIM 3a NoieHb. Tobko ceituac AHTHUI
MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK CHUJILHO YCTaJl.

— Otppixaid, — OTel| MPOTAHYJI €My KYBIIHH C BOJIOW, CTOSIBIUMI B TEHU TOJL TEJIETOM.
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AHTHUI TIONUJT TETUIOBATOM, HO BCE PABHO MPUSTHON Ha BKYC KOJIOJIE3HOUN BOIBI U MIOCMOTPES
10 CTOPOHAM, MOABICKMBAsI MECTO ISl OT/AbIXa. Henoganeky poc pa3BecHCThIN KYCT OOSIPBIITHUKA, C
KOTOPbIM paOOTHUKH COOMPATUCH PACTIPABUTHCS yXke TIOCIIe TOro, Kak Oyayliee moje OyaeT MOJHO-
CTBIO OCBOOOXK/IEHO OT MHel. [1o HUM-TO M peluT YKphIThCS OT COTHIIA AHTHIL.

[TpoBonuB oTia, AHTUIT yaercst moj KyCTOM, MOMJIOKUB PYKH TOJ ToyioBy. [Jisiist Ha Hemno-
JBVDKHO 3aCTBIBIIYIO JIUCTBY, CKBO3b KOTOPYI0 MECTaMHM MPOOWBAIHMCh TOHEHBKHE COJTHEUHbIC
JIyYUKH, HIEKOUYIIMe I71a3a, AHTUIT JyMaJl O TOM, KaK JIETKO U TIPOCTO OTHOCHJICS OH TPEkK/Ie K Co0-
CTBEHHOM ku3HU. Bce cBoM BaILIaTh JIET OH MPOKWI B YCThIHU, U3pEIKa HaBEbIBAsICh B COCE/IHUE
cesa K JIpy3bsM M POICTBEHHUKAM, J1a pa3 WK IBa B TOJ] €311 C OTIIOM B YCTOH, YTOOBI 3aKJTIOYUTh
C TIOJIPSITYMKOM JIOTOBOP Ha TIPOJAXY YpOXkask WM MPUKYIUTh YTO-HUOYIh HEOOXOAMMOE B XO3sIii-
ctBe. PaHbIlie OH Jake HUKOTa U HE JIyMaJl O TOM, YTO 5KU3Hb €r0 MOXKET BIPYT KPYTO U3MEHUTHCS.
U tonbko ceituac, Korjaa nepeMeHbl BOPBAINCH, KaK CTYJCHbIN BETep 3UMOM BJIETAET B CEHU, CTOUT
TOJILKO Yy Th IPUOTKPBITH IBEPb, AHTHII MTOHSLT, UYTO HE KeJaeT Ipyrou ku3au. Emy HpaBuiock pado-
TaTh C PAaHHETO yTpa J10 O3IHErO Beuepa, YyBCTBYs CUJIIy CBOETO MOJIOIOTO U KPENKOro TeJia, HpaBU-
JIOCh B TIepepbIBE MEK1y pabOTON pacTSHYThCS BOT TaK, KaK cefyac, moj KyCTOM M CMOTPETh CKBO3b
JIMCThsI HA CONHIIE. Y Hero ObUIO BCe, UTO TPeOOBAIOCh B KU3HU: 3/I0POBbE U MOJIOJIOCTD, JTIOOOBH U
yBakeHue ogHocebuaH. 1, 4to camoe ri1aBHOe, y AHTUTIA He ObUTo BparoB. ComepHUYecTBO ¢ Xap-
JIaMOM SIBJISITIOCH TI0 CYTH CBOEH He GoJiee YeM UTpoi, 1IeJTbIo KOTOPOi ObLIO TPUBJIeYb K cebe ocodoe
BHUMaHMe cBepcTHUKOB. C XapiaMoM MOXHO ObUIO MOPYraThCs MPUTIONHO, TaKe MTOPOIO MOAPATHCS,
a rocJie CeCTh 3a CTON M BBIUTD NMBa. U, 4To yxk rpexa tautb, AHTUI PEelII IpUyAapuTh 3a Mapoii
TOJIBKO I1OCJIE TOTO, KaK 3a Hell Hauasl yXaxuBaTh Xapniam. [leBuiia muHTepecoBajia ero TOJIbKO Kak e1ie
OZIVH TIOBOJ /711 coniepHrYecTBa. Y Xapriama Obula HaBO3Has siMa, KOTOPYIo OH Oe3 yCTalIi OMHHAI
Antuny, a y Antuna Obi1a Mapa, KoTopast U3 JByX yXaXepoB SIBHO OT/AaBaJla MPEINIOUYTEHUE eMY,
a He Xapnamy. BeiTh MOxeT, Mapa mMoria Obl CTaTh ¥ HETUIOXOU JKEHOM, TOJILKO O )KeHUThOe AHTHIT
TMOKa elle Jaxe U He QyMail. Tak, CrpainmBaeTcs, K 4YeMy MEHSTh KU3Hb, €CJIM OHa TeOs BO BCEX
OTHOIIIEHUsIX ycTpanBaeT? Kak racut HapogHasi MyIpocTh, HCKaTh 0Opa OT JoOpa CTaHeT TOJIBKO
AOypak. AHTHII ke ceOs TypakoM He CUUTAI. ..

AHTHII U caM HE 3aMETWI, KaK 3apemMal.

Pa30ynuio ero pasnaeiieecs: HENOJAJIEKY JIOMIAAMHOE piKaHUe.

BckouuB Ha kosieHM, AHTUIT OCTOPOXKHO BBINJISIHYJ M3-3a Kycrta. [1o mosmo kKaTuia OTIOBCKast
TeJiera, 3anpsbKeHHasl THeJOM JIoMaapio. BOoT TOJBKO OOBIYHO OTell, He MMEBIIHMIA TPUBBIYKU Ky/Ia-
MO0 TOPOMUTHCS, TIO3BOJISLT JIOMIAAW MATH IIaroM, a ceiyac OH IMOTOHSUT KOOBUTY, 3aCTaBliss ee
0exaTh PHICHIO.

[NopHsBIIMCH HA HOTU, AHTHIT TOCMOTpes Ha HeOo. Cyjis 1O TOJIOKEHUIO COJTHIIA, OTell, 00e-
IIABLIMI BEPHYThCS Yepe3 Mapy 4acoB, 3ala3/iblBajl, — 10 KOHLA CBETIONO0 BPEMEHU CYTOK OCTaBa-
JI0ch He OoJIee YeThIpeX YacoB.

Ortell OCTAaHOBWJI JIOIIAAb HETOAATEeKy OT KyCTa, Mo KOTOPBIM OTIbIXal AHTHUI, W, OPOCHB
MOBOJIbS, CIIPBITHYJT Ha 3eMutio. Hukoraa mpex/ie AHTHUITY He IOBOIMIIOCH BUIETh OTIa TakuM. ['yObl
y Hero ObUTH TUIOTHO CKAThl, IEKH 3arajid, TEeMHbIE TeHU 3QJIETJIH MO IJIa3aMU, JI00 MPOYEPTHITN TPH
ryOokue MopiuHbl. Kazanochk, oTell pa3oM coctapuiics cpasy JIeT Ha MSTHAIIATh.

— Ilnoxo neno? — noragancss AHTUIIL.

— IInoxo, — He cTan ycrnokanBaTh chbiHa otell. — [Ipuzercs Tebe Ha BpeMst yiUTH U3 cena.

— VitTu?! — eiBa M He UCITYTaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJT AHTHII, 3a0bIB, YTO COBCEM HEJaBHO OBLT yikKe
MOYTH TOTOB cAeNaTh 3T0. — Jla Ky/aa xe s noiay?!

— Kyna unru, s rebe ckaxy, — rojioc y otia ObUl TUXUI W CHIOKOWHBIA. XOTs OHOMY TOJIBKO
Co3znareinio ObIJIO U3BECTHO, KAKUX TPYAOB CTOMJIO €My He IMOKa3aTh ChIHY, HACKOJBKO CHJIBHO OH
BCTPEBOKEH.

— Yro ciayumiiock? — cripocuil AHTHII, HE 3Hasi, KAK pearupoBaTrh Ha CJIOBa OTIIA.

— Ilo ceny momien ciyx, 4to y TeOs1 HOK BECTHUKA CMEPTH, — BCE TaK € TUXO MIPOU3HEC OTell.
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— Kpunoii Ban mpo6onTancs! — ¢ mocaioi v 3710CThi0 AHTHIT XJIOIMHYJ ceOs1 Ta0HbIO TI0 OeIpy.

— Her, — yBepeHHo nokauas roiioBoii otell. — Kpupoii Ban ckazaii, 4to He BUe HOXa, KOTOPbIM
T paHu Xapnama. [TpoKJIATHI HOX OMUCcal OIMH U3 HAeMHBIX paOOTHUKOB MWryHa, yCIIeBIIHIA
KaK CJIeyeT pacCCMOTPETh €TO.

— W 4ro xe?..

— Hapon B cene mymur, TpeOyeT NpeabssBUTh HOX [T OMO3HaHMs. YeM Bce 9TO 3aKOHUHUTCH,
npezcKa3arh TpyaHo. Jlioan 60STCs BECTHUKOB CMEPTH.

— Ho s He BecTHUK cmepTH!

— Ceftuac 3T0 He UMeeT 3HAUeHHUs], — JieBasl IeKa OTIa eBa 3aMEeTHO JepHYIach. — Y TeOs ecTh
HOX BECTHHMKA CMEPTH, M THI YK€ OJHAXKIbI IMTYCTHII €r0 B JIJI0. DTOro JOCTATOYHO JIsI TOTO, YTOObI
nieperyraHHble JIIAW Hauyalld JIesiaTh TO, Yero HUKOraa Obl He C/IeNIaii, HaXO[sCh B 37IpaBOM yMe.

— YT0 THI UMEENIb B BUY? — CIPOCKJI AHTHII, XOTS YK€ U CaM JIOraJbIBaJICS, O YEM IIIJIa PEYb.

— He BaxxHO, — KOPOTKO B3MaxHYJ pyKoit oterl. — CyTb B TOM, UTO ceituac Tede B cesio BO3Bpa-
marbcs Henb3s. [epxu.

Orer KMHYT AHTUITY TYyrO HAOMTBIN 3aIlIEYHBIN MEIIIOK.

— Yro 310? — cripocus1 AHTHUII, TOMMaB MEIIOK.

— CMeHa oziexIpl M eja Ha Jopory, — orBeTui ortell. — [oiiaens B PycrepoBo. Haiinens Tam
TOProBIIA N0 UMEHU XaMaJl — OH, Kak 1 Ham Kpuoii BaH, Toxke u3 npuiuibix. Y Hero HeOombIast
JIaBKa Ha Kpalo cesia, TOPryomiasi BCAKUM AOMaIIHUM cKapOoM. CKaxelllb eMy, YTO Thl MOU ChIH U I
MIPOIIY €r0 Ha HeJIeNIbKY-IPYTYIO PEAOCTaBUTh TeOe KPOB U €y.

— Kro takoii ator Xaman? — nepeOus otia AHTUIL — § HUKOTAA TTpesk/ie O HeM He CIIbIIIAJ.

— OpyH MO# 3HaKOMell, — YKJIOHYMBO OTBETWJI oTell. — JIOJIKOK Y HEero nepeio MHOM, Tak 4To
OTKa3aTh HE JIOJIKEH.

— A exenu oTkaxer?

— He nomxeH otka3arp, — ¢ HAKMMOM MOBTOpMII oTell. — [ToxxuBeris y Xamasa Kakoe-T0 BpeMs,
a Korza y Hac B ceJie BCe YIJISIKETCs, 51 3a TOOOH Mpueny.

— Ho PycrepoBa Tpu gHA IyTH, — 3aMeTUI AHTHIL.

— Ioiinemb HaMPsIMKY, Tak JOOEPEIIbCs ¥ 3a 1B AHs, — OTBETMI otell. — Exipl y Te0s1 Ha nopory
JOCTATOYHO, a MIepeHouyellb I/ie-HUOY/Ib B MOJIe — MO He BIIEPBOM.

— HanpsiMkn? — AHTHITY IOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH OCJTIBIIIAJICS. — DTO Xke Yepe3 3a0pOIIeHHOe KJIa/I-
oue!

— Ecnm notoponuiibes, To MUHYEIIb €0 elie 40 TEMHOTBI.

AHTHI 60S37TMBO TIOBE TIedaMu. 3abpoIlieHHOe KJIaouIie, Ha KOTOPOM HaXOIWJIUCh KaKHe-
TO IPEBHUE 3aXOPOHEHU I, TIOJIb30BAJIOCh CPEIM MECTHBIX JKUTEJel JypHOH cinaBoil. be3 Hy kbl Tyga
CTapaJIuCh HE XOIMTh, a YK B TEMHOE BpeMsI CyTOK Tak M BOBce 00Xoamiu 3a Bepcty. Eie pedenkom
AHTHIT CIIBIIIAT AECATKU KYTKUX UCTOPHIA O HEBEPOSITHBIX BelllaX, TBOPSIIUXCSA Ha 3a0pOIIEHHOM
kianouine. KoneuHo sxe, OOJBIIMHCTBO M3 HUX ObUIA BBIIYMAHHBIMH, HO HE HA ITyCTOM K€ MeCcTe
OHM TOSIBUJIMCh. 3HAYUT, ObUIO B 3a0pOIIEHHOM KJIAJOUIIE YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO 3aCTABJISIIO JIOACH
JepKaTbCsl OT HETO MOAAJIbLIE.

Ore1 kak OyaTO AaXke U He 3aMeTHJI AHTHUIIOBA CTpaxa repej1 3a0poIeHHbIM Kiiaaouiem. Vi
e clesiall BUJ, 4TO He 3aMeYaeT ero.

— Ilocne knanduia BO3bMEIIb YyTh JieBee, — MPOIOKai oH. — [Ipoiiienis napy KIIOMEeTpoB
Y BBIMJICIIIL HA CTAPBIN MPOCEIOK. YTPOM MPOCENIKOM no0eperiibes a0 3anpyn. Hy a ganbiie gopory
THl U CaM 3Haelllb.

— MoxeT ObITb, JTyulnie s yepe3 OKoIoBO Moy ? — He 0000 YBEpEHHO MPEIOKUIT AHTHIL. —
Tam s 1 nepeHouyeBarb CMOTY. ..

— Tam 1ebs1 B epByI0 O4epeb W CTaHyT UCKaTh, — NepeOwsI, He A0CIylIaB AHTHIA, OTell. —
Koraa MyXuKu B cesie CTaJli CIIpalmBaTh MeHs 0 TeOe, s CKa3all, YTo THI ellle C yTpa y MeHsI OTIPO-
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cuiics 1 B OKOJIOBO K KpaJie CBoe modeskan. A uckath TeOsi Ha Jopore yepes3 3a0polieHHOe Kiai-
OuIlle HIKOMY JaXe B TOJIOBY HE TPHUIET.

— Hy, ecrecTBeHHO, — Mpa4HO cKa3aa AHTUIL. — [lypakoB HeT.

— He Tymyiics1, cpiHa, — cliefiaB ycuine, OTell YABIOHYIJICS U 000pSIoNie XJIOMHY AHTHIIA TIO
iedy. — Co BpeMeHeM Bce oOpa3zyercs.

AHTHIT MOJTYA KUBHYJL.

A 4TO emy elnie ocTaBajioch Jenarh? CkaszaTh OTIy O CBOEM IIPEAYYBCTBUM, LLIENITABILIEM, YTO
KU3Hb €ro OTHbIHE MEHsIeTCsl pa3 U HaBcerjga? UTo HUKOTAa OHA YKe He CTaHeT MpeKHel — CIIOKOU-
HOM, pa3MepeHHO 1 0e33a00THOI? M UTO ecii OH KOrja elle U BepHEeTCsl B YCThIHb, TO CIYUYUTCS
3TO BOBCE HE Yepe3 HeJeso-Apyryio?..

AHTUD BBITABUIT U3 ceOs1 YJIBIOKY M KMBHYII €Ille OMH pa3, YTOOBI Y OTIAa HE OCTaBAIOCh YKe
HUKaKUX COMHEHMI B TOM, YTO OH C HUM MOJIHOCTBIO COIJIACEH.

— W BoT uTO eme. ..

Oren noctas u3-3a na3yxu U NPOTSHYA AHTUITY HEOOJBIION KOKAHBIN KOIIETIb.

AHTHI pa3BsA3al TecbMy. B Kolese exano ¢ JECSITOK 30JI0TBIX MOHET C TPeMs UMIIEPCKUMU
Kpyrami, IepecekaioMucs MexXIy COOOM M BIHUCAHHBIMU B YETBEPTHIH, OOJBIIMI MO pa3Mepy
KPYT.

— OTtkyna 310 y Te0s17 — yIUBJIEHHO TIOCMOTpEJT Ha OTIIa AHTHIIL.

— Ja tak... — Oren| cMyIIIEHHO OTBEJ B3IJIs] B CTOPOHY. — Komuil Ha yepHbIil JeHb. . .

— Hy Tak u ko gasnbliie! — AHTHIT IONBITAICS BEPHYTh JEHBIH OTILY.

— Bo3pMu, — permmTensHO OTCTpaHm OT ceOst pyKy AHTUNA TOT. — Tebe OHU MPUroAsATCS.

— Cnacu60, — AHTHII CyHYJI KOIIesb 3a na3yxy. — [loctapaioch momycrty He Tpatuts. .. Hy... —
OH cMYIIIEHHO MPUTIOAHS PYKH, HE 3Hasl, KaK MPOCTUThCS ¢ oTLOM. — [loiay, moxanyi. . .

Orer1 MOpHIBUCTO OOXBATHII AHTHIIA 32 TJIEYH U ITPUXKAT K cebe.

— Bce Gyner xopor1io, — THXO MPOU3HEC OH, CJIOBHO 3ar0BOP, KOTOPHIM HaJIesyicsl yOepeyub ChIHA
OT BCeX rpo3smux emy 6ea. — Bee Oyner xoportio. ...
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I'nmaBa 3

CorHile yxe caguiioch 3a AaJbHUM NEPEIeCKOM, KOria AHTHIT TOJIBKO €111e CTYINJI Ha HeXOXKe-
HYIO, 3apPOCIIIYIO TIOJIBIHBIO 1A JIOITYXOM TPOIMHKY, BEAYIIyIO Yepe3 3a0poIeHHoe Kiiaaouiie. YxBa-
THMBIIMCH OOEMMH PYKaMH 3a JISIMKH 3aIlJIEYHOTO MEIIKa M CTUCHYB 3yObl, AHTHII CIIOpO IIaraj BIie-
pea, IOMUHYTHO OIISAABIBASCH 110 cTopoHaM. [ Ipunyctutbest 6erom eMy He o3BoJIsiIa TOJIBKO MBIC/Tb,
YTO 3TO Cpasy ke BBIIAIO Obl €ro CTpax HEBEJOMOMY Bpary. A B ObICTPO CTYIIAIOIIMXCS CyMepKax
Bpar Mepericss AHTHITY eIBa JIM He 32 KakKIbIM KycToM. OCOOEHHO ke XKYTKO CTAHOBUJIOCH, KOT/Ia
IIPOMEX KYCTOB BHJIHEJACh MPOBAJIMBILIASACS MOIMJIA C MOKOCHBIIMMCS KaMHeM HaJ Heil. B Takue
MHHYTBI AHTUII TI0 TPU pasa IUIeBajl Yyepe3 JeBOoe Y0, YTOOB OTOTHATh MPSIYIIMXCS 32 CITMHON
3JIbIX IyXOB, U YCKOPSLT LIar.

Korga nocnegHuii j1yy 3aXofsIero COJMHUA MEJbKHYJI M PacTBOPWICSA BO ThbME, CepAale y
AnTtuna cxanock. OH OCTaHOBUWJICS U, TSIKEJIO JIBIILIA, 3aTPABJIEHHO Orlisgescs 1o cropoHaM. CKOJIbKO
eMy ellle OCTaBaJIOCh MPOUTH, YTOOBI MUHOBATB IypHOE MECTO, AHTHIIT He 3Hasl. OIHAaKO palyKHbIMU
HaJexkaamu oH cedsi He Teril. Camoe BpeMsi ObUIO MOSIBUTHCS 37BIM JyXaMm 1 000poTHsM. CTpax
He JIMIIWI AHTHIIA pa3yMa — OH MIOMHUJI, YTO y HErO HOX BECTHUKA CMepTH. BOT TosbKO XxOpol ju
3TOT HOX NMPOTUB HEUYUCTH? MepTBsKa NOPEIIUTh — 3TO Be[lb COBCEM HE TO, YTO )KMBOTO YEJIOBEKA
HOXOM TKHYTb.

HeoxunaHHo Ha namMsATh AHTUITY MPHIIUIA OfHA U3 UCTOPUI O 3a0pOLLIEHHOM KJagouIle, rae
peds 1112 O TOM, KaK MYKUKY YAAJI0Ch YBSI3aBIIyIOCs ObLITO 32 HUM HeuucTh poBectu. [IpaBaa, Toraa,
€CJI BEPUTh PACCKA3UUKY, JIeJI0 IPOUCXOIUIIO HE HOUBIO, a TOJIBKO €llle B HACTYMAIOIINX CyMEpKaXx.
A Teriepb 1axe HOYb U Ta, KaK Ha3JI0, Obl1a Oe3/yHHas. 3alpOKUHYB TOJIOBY, AHTHUIT IOCMOTpEN Ha
YyepHoe HeOo U jaxe 3Be3 He yBuaen. Ho BeiOop y Hero Obul HeBenmmK. HykHO OBLIO XOTh YTO-TO
JeNnaTh, IOKa MPAaK OKOHYATEJILHO He MOIVIOTUII BCIO 3eMJIIO.

JlocTaB u3-3a roJIeHUINa HOXK, ¢ KOTOPOrO M Havyajlach BCS 9Ta UCTOPUsl, AHTHII MOJOLIEN K
pociiieMy Henofajieky Kycry pssoussl. Hox cHOBa ynuBHI AHTHIIA, HO HA STOT Pa3 MPHUSITHO, — CTBOJT
TOJIIIMHOIO B /IBa MaJIbIia OH MepepyonII ¢ OOHOTO yaapa. BeipesaB manky B JIOKOTb JUIMHOM, AHTHIT
OYMCTHUII ee OT BeTOK. [lociie 3TOro oH CHsJI 3a1IeUHbI MEIIOK M, KOHEYHO K€, OTICKAJ B HEM CBOIO
IIAINKYy, YJIOXEHHYIO 3200TIMBOIM pyKoi Matepu. CHOBa 3aKMHYB MEIIOK Ha CITUHY, a HOX CYHYB 3a
rojieHuIle, AHTUIT HaLENW MIarKy Ha MaJIKy U MOAHSJ ee TakK, YTOObl OHa HaXOAWJIach Kak pa3 Ha
YPOBHE €ro rojioBbl. Tak OH U MPOJOJIKUI CBOW MyTh, HECS IIANKY Ha MajKe B YyTh OTHECEHHOM B
CTOpOHY JieBo pyke. Takum oOpa3oMm, eciii BEpUTh UCTOPUM, KOTOPYIO BCIIOMHMJI AHTHUII, MOXXHO
ObLJIO 3aCTaBUTh HEYHCTh IOBEPUTH B TO, YTO ThI UAEIIb HE OJIUH.

Ho He npoiis u cTa 1maros, AHTUI OCTYIWICS U €jBa HE yIaJl Ha POBAJIMBILYIOCS MOTHITY.
KoneHo ero npu 3TomM 00JIBHO YIapHJIOCh O JIEKABIIMIA Ha 3eMJle TUIOCKUN MOTWJIbHBIN KameHb. C
aocaabl AHTHUIT YEPTHIXHYJICS U TOJIBKO MOTOM MOAYyMasl O TOM, 4TO KJIMKaTh YepTa ceilvac coBep-
IIIEHHO HEYMECTHO.

INonHsABIIMCH HA HOTM, AHTUI OBICTPO OIVISAZEINICS 110 CTOPOHAM. Bee, uTo OH cMor pas3riisjeTh
B OKPYKaIOIIeH ero TEeMHOTE, 3TO OOCTYIAIOIIKE €ro CO BCEX CTOPOH KYCTHI /1A eIlle OIMH MOTHJIbHBIN
KaMeHb MM paMUJaIbHON (hOPMBI B IBYX LIarax JieBee Toro Mecra, rie oH crosil. COMHeHMii He ocTa-
BAJIOCh: JBUIasiCh B TEMHOTE, OH MOTEPsUI €jBa IPUMETHYIO TPOITUHKY.

BosBparmarscst Ha3a ¥ UCKaTh TPOITYy HE MMEJIO CMbIC/IA — 3TO Obl1a Obl TOJIBKO Oecrose3Hast
TpaTa BpeMeHu U cuil. [oaToMy, CHOBa MOJHSAB LIANKY Ha MaJyike, AHTUIT ABUHYJICS BIEPE, CKBO3b
KyCTapHMK, HayraJ BbIOMpas 10pory.

Tenepp OH 1€ HE TaK TOPOIUIMBO, KaK Mpexk/e, — MPUXOJUIOCh MPOSBIATh OCTOPOKHOCTD,
YTOOBl HE HACTYIHTh B TEMHOTE Ha MOTHJIY M He pa3OUTh HOTY O MOYTH HEBUAMMBIA MOTHMJIbHBINA
kameHb. [lapy pa3 oH Bce ke yaapuiicsi 000 4TO-TO OePOM, HO B LIEJIOM OCOOBIX IMPOOIeM He BO3HHU-
KaJIo JI0 TeX Mop, [OKa €My BAPYT He HAauaslo Ka3aTbCsl, YTO B HECKOJIBKUX IIarax JieBee ero CKBO3b
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KYCTBI IIPOOUPAETCs KTO-TO ellie. DTOT KTO-TO ObLT Ky/ia JIoBYee W IPOBOpHee AHTHIIA, & BO3MOXKHO,
ere ¥ 00a1as CioCOOHOCTHIO BUIETh BO ThME, TOTOMY TepeIBUrajics OH MOYTH HecIbIHO. U Bce
e AHTHUIIA HE OCTaBJIsIO YyBCTBO, YTO OH YK€ HE OJUH B HOYHOI TEMHOTE.

AHTHI HEOKUJJAHHO OCTAHOBWJICSI M TTIOCMOTpEJ BJIeBO. EcTecTBEHHO, OH HUYEro He yBUIEI,
HO 3aTO CMOT' YCJIBIIIIATh JIETKUH IIOPOX, KOIJa €ro HEBUIUMBIN IIPecyieoBaTellb Cesal elle napy
111aroB BIEpe/.

— D, — HETPOMKO MO3BaJI AHTHII.

Huxkro emy He orBeTHII.

Kakoe-To Bpemsi AHTUI B HEPEIIUTEBHOCTH CTOSsUI HA MECTe, He 3Has, YTO AeJaTh: TO JIU
MPOJOJIKATh BUTAThCSl B MPEKHEM HAMPABIEHUM, TO JIM MOUTH U TIOCMOTPETh, KTO TaM MpsAYETCs
B KycTax. [IpMKMHYB BCE Kak Cle/lyeT, OH perw 0e3 HyXK/bl He UCKaTh BCTPEUH C TAMHCTBEHHBIM
obuTaTeeM 3a0pOIIEHHOTO KJIaJ0UIIa, KeM Obl OH HU ObLI, 3BEpeM JIMKUM WJIA HEUUCTHIO TIOTaHOM.

PasBepHyBIIMCh, AHTHIT 3a111arayl B CTOPOHY, i€, KaK eMy Ka3aJoch, JA0JKEH ObUT IPOXOAUTH
oruOanIui KaagouIie mpoceok. BpeMsi OT BpeMeHr OH BCTPSIXMBAJI HAAETON Ha TAJIKY MIANKON U
JOBOJIbHO-TAKM IPOMKO OIOBELAJl T€X, KTO MOT €TI0 CJIbIILIATS:

— Hac nBoe! A no3zaau ere yeTBepo uayT!

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO IIaroB AHTUIT YTOAWI B TAKME TYCThIE 3apOCIM KYyCTapHUKA, YTO C TPYAOM
U3 HUX BbUIe3. BHIOpaBIINCh ke Ha OTKPBITOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, OH OKa3ajcs MeXIy AByX mormi. Ha
OJJHOM POC LIBETYIIIMI PO30BBIM KYCT. AHTHUI Y3HAJ €ro MO 3anaxy — OT KycTa MCXOIWJI TaKOW I'yCTOM
apomar, 4to Jaxke rojoBa 3aKpyxuiack. Ha npyroii Moruse OblT yCTAHOBJIEH KAMEHHBIN KyO BBICO-
TOI0 MPUMEPHO B METP, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSUI YEJIOBEUYEK POCTOM 4YyThb IOBBIIIE CBOEIO IOCTAMEHTA.
[ToHauany npuHSAB YeIOBEUYKA 32 KAMEHHOE M3BasiHUE, AHTUIT B3/IPOTHYJI BCEM TEJIOM U CXBATHIICS
3a HOX, KOTJIa TOT 0OpaTHICS K HEMY C IOBOJIBHO-TaKM CTPAHHBIM IIPUBETCTBUEM:

— DIi, mapeHsb, Thl YTO, CIIATHII?

Tonoc y yenoBeuka ObLT BHICOKUA M YyTh HAATPECHYTHI. Ho mpy 3TOM 3Byuast OH HACTOJIBKO
YBEPEHHO, UTO OBLIO SICHO: YeJIOBEUEeK BOBCE HE CIIyYailHO OKa3aJiCs HOUbI0 Ha 3a0pOIIEHHOM KJIaj-
oure. Moruibl, Komoure KyCThl M yIaBIIie MaMsITHUKY ¢ BHIOUTHIMUA HAa HUX HETIOHSITHBIMH CUMBO-
JIaMH COCTABJISUTH [l HETO TIPUBBIYHYIO CPey OOUTaHMS.

Hepxka HOX Tiepe coOoi, AHTUIT TONATHIICS Ha3a. [lo Tex mop, MoKa IUIBl PO30BOTO KYCTa,
MIPOTKHYB LITaHbI, HE YKOJIOIU €ro B Aroguiibl. [lonnpeirHyB Ha MecTe, AHTHIT KOPOTKO BCKPUKHYJI.

UYentoBevyek yCMEXHYIICS M CIIPBHITHYJI ¢ KAMEHHOTO Ky0a, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSLI.

— Jlepranblii Thl KaKOM-TO, — C YKOPU3HOW TPOM3HEC OH.

— Bynems TyT epranbiM, — OrpbI3HYJICS AHTHIL.

— A 4TO Tak? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS YEJIOBEUEK.

Tak Kak pocta B CTpaHHOM HE3HAKOMIIe ObUIO UyTh MEHBIIIE JIBYX apIlIvH, TO MOTOMY, KOTIa
OH CTOSUI Ha 3eMJI€, BOBCE HE Ka3aJiCsl ONACHBIM ITPOTUBHUKOM.

— TemHO, — MOgyMaB, OTBETU AHTHII.

— A TbI B TEMHOTE HE BUJIUIIIb?

AHTHI OTPULIATEILHO MOTHYJI T'OJIOBO.

— Hy, 310 neno nonpaBumoe. — Yenoeuek MOAHSI MPaBYIo0 PyKy BBEpX, HIEIKHYJI MaJlblaMU
Y OTKPBLI JIaIOHb, 0OpPaTHB €€ BBEpPX.

[Toutu TOoTYAC %€ Ha ero JaJOHU BCIIBIXHYJI KPOLIEYHbIN KeThlii oroHek. Cieaom 3aropesncs
BTOPOil. OTrOHBKY BCIIBIXMBAJIM OJMH 32 APYTUM, TIOKa UX He HaOpasiach MoiHas JafgoHs. Torma yemno-
BEYEK OIYCTWJI PYKY U MPOTSAHYJ JIaJ0Hb AHTHITY.

Cger, uCITycKaeMbIil IeCATKAMU COOPABIIMXCS BMECTE KPOILIEYHBIX OTOHBKOB, ObLIT HESPKUIA,
HO €ro XBaTHJIO JJIs1 TOTO, YTOObI AHTHII CMOT pa3misAeTh cCBOero codeceaHnKka. CTOSBIINI HAIIPOTHB
HETO 4YesioBeK ObLT OfIET B IMPOKYIO pyOaxy, NepeTsSHyTYIO B MOsiCe Y3KUM PEMEIIKOM, MOA0J KOTO-
PO JocTaBasl eMy 10 KOJIeH, U B TaKMe ke NIMPOKUE ITaHbl. BooOIe-To OH ObLT MOX0% HA CaMOro
OOBIKHOBEHHOT'O YeJIOBEKa, He BBIIIIEAIIEr0 pOCTOM, ecli Obl He ero ronosa. HeromepHo Gomnblas,

21



A. Kanyrun. «BectHuk cmepti»

OHa HAallOMHUHAJA 110 (popMe JTYKOBHILY, YeMy CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIM M BOJIOCHI, 3a4€CaHHbIe HABEPX U CTsI-
HYTbIE Ha 3aThUIKE MIHYpKOM. JIMI0 y He3HaKOMIIA ObLIO TUIOCKUM, C €/IBa 3aMETHO BBICTYTAIOIIIM
HOCOM, OOJIBIIIMMH TJIa3aMU M ITMPOKKM, YTO HA3BIBAETCS, 10 YIIIEeH, PTOM.

— Thl 3aueM IIanKy Ha NajKy Halenui? — cipocuil y AHTUIIA yesoBevek. — M 3auemM Kkpuuuiib,
YTO 32 TOOOM YeTBepo uayT? S Bujes1, HUKOro 1no3aau Te0s HeT.

— Tak nmpocto, — AHTUIT IPOBOPHO CTSAHYJ LIANKY C MAJKUA M CyHYN €€ 3a Mosic. — A 4To 3a
OTrOHb y TeOsI B pyKe? — CITIPOCHJI OH B CBOIO OUYepe/ib.

— DT0, — YeNloBeYeK JIeTKO MOAKUHYI Ha JIAJJOHU TOPCTh TYCKJIBIX OTOHBKOB U XUTPO YJIBIO-
HYJICSl, — BCETO-HABCETO CBETISIKU. A Thl YTO MogyMa?

AHTHII IOXKaJ [JIeYaMU ¥ HUYETO HE OTBETHII.

— Tebs kKak 30ByT-TO? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS YEJIOBEYEK.

— AHTUIN, — OTBETUJI IAPEHb. — A Thl KTO TaKOW?

— I-10? — cHOBa ycMexHyJIcs uesnoBeuek. — MeHs JIykoHel KianuyT.

— A 4TO THI HOYBIO Ha KJIAOUIIIE JiesIaelib? — OCTOPOXHO CIPOCHT AHTHIL.

— To xe camoe st MOry U 'y TeOsI CIIPOCHUTh, — OTBETHJI eMy JIyKOHSI.

— 51 mepBbIii cipocu, — OBICTPO MTPOU3HEC AHTHII.

— Hy, nonyctum, 1 croga B roCTH NpuIle, — OTBeTHII JIyKOHs.

— B roctu? — ynuBuica ATty — 910 K KoMy ke? K nokoitHukam, 4ro jau?

— A mouemy ObI U HET, — C BBI30OBOM BCKUHYJ Mon0oposaok Jlykons. — Cpeay MOKOWHHUKOB
MOXHO BCTPETUTh BEChMa 3aHATHBIX COOECEJHUKOB.

— Toxe MHe, coOeceJHUKY, — AHTHII PE3PUTETTHHO (DBIPKHYJL.

— A TBI-TO caM Kak 3/ech okazaiicsi? — cnpocui JIykoHs.

[TonymaB, AHTUIT pellnI CKa3aTh MPaBy.

— K 3anpyngam nny, — cka3an oH 1 HeOpe:KHO TaK MaxHyJI B CTOPOHY 3aKaThIM B PyKe HOXOM,
’eJas MoKas3arh, YTO 3HaeT BEPHOE HallpaBJIeHUE.

VYBuaeB HOX B pyke AHTUNA, JIyKOHS THXO OMKHYJI. JIaZIoHb, B KOTOPOH OH JIepKaJ CBETJISIKOB,
3aMETHO JIPOTHYJIA.

[lepemena B HacTpoeHMM cOOECEAHMKA HE OCTaNach He 3aMedeHHON AHTUoOM. YToObI 1atTh
JIykoHe Kak cieyeT paccMOTPETh, UTO 32 HOXK Y HEro B pyke, AHTHUII ellie pa3 B3MaxHyJ/l UM B BO3/yXeE.

— W3BuHM MeHs1, GecTonkoBoro, — JIyKOHSI CyeT/IMBO MOKJIOHWIICS AHTHUITY. — fI-TO TIO Heno-
MBICITUIO TeOs1 32 OOBIYHOTO YeIOBEKa MPUHSI.

AHTHIT CHUCXOAUTESIBHO XMBIKHYII.

— JlaBHO Ha 3TO KJIaA0WIIe BECTHHKM CMEPTU HE 3aXaXHBAIU, — MPOAOIKAT MEXIY TeM
JIykons.

— A 4TO Tak? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICA AHTHIIL.

— Jla KTO 3Ke Baiero Opara mouMer, — rnoxain rmiedamu JIykons. — JJomkHO ObITh, CKyYHOE 3TO
MECTO JJIs Bac.

— U1 BepHO, CKY4YHOE, — KUBHYJI AHTHIL. — §I-TO caM 31€Ch MUMOXOJOM.

— IloHsiTHOE [1€J10, — TYT K€ COIIacUIICs C HUM JIyKOHs.

— Jopory Ha 3anpy/sl HOKaxelib? — CIpOCcKI AHTHIIL.

— Booor11e-To MoxHO, — JIyKOHSI C COMHEHHEM Iouecasl 3aThUTOK. — TOJILKO MyTOPHOE 3TO JIEJIO.

— B kakom cmbicie? — cipocust AHTHIL.

— B ToM cmbIcTIe, YTO MOKHO B UyKyl0 MOTWIY YTOAUTh, — OTBETU eMy JIyKoHs.

— B cMmbIciie — B My ynacTb? — yTOYHUIT AHTHII.

— B cmpIcie — okazaTkcsi HEM3BECTHO rie, — 00bsicHWIT emy JIykoHs. — Tel, S Tak TIOHMMAIO,
MpexJe 37eCh HUKOTIa He ObiBas1?

— Her, — mokauas rojioBor AHTHII.
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XoT4 npexe oH, ObIBAJIO, ¥ 3a0peall C MpUATeNsIMU Ha 3a0pOoIlIeHHOe KJIaA0HIIe, 1a TOJIbKO
MIPOMCXOIUIIO 3TO BCeraa cpeab Oenoro aHs. Houblo xke Kiiagouie npeBpaniagoch B 4yKoe, COBep-
IIIEHHO HE3HAKOMOE MECTO.

— To-T10 1 0HO, — ¢ MoHMMaHUeM KUBHY.I JIykoHs. — DT0 MecTo He rpocrtoe. [1o Hemy MOKHO
BCIO HOUb ONTy’)X/1aTh, [1a TaK M HE BBIATHU TYy/a, KyAa HY’)KHO. A Kak COJIHIIE BCTAHET, IOCMOTPHIIIb 10
CTOPOHAM U He TOUMEIIIb, TJIe Thl BOOOIIE HAXOAUIIILCS M KaK 3/1ech OKa3aJicsi. BoquIok 31ech MHOTO.

— Koro? — ynuBneHHo nepecnpocut AHTHIL.

— Bogunok, — mosropui JlykoHs. — Heuncts Takasi, HEeBUAUMOro OOJIMKA. 3aMOPOYUTh MOKET
XOTh UeJIOBeKa, XOTh camoro yeprta. Kak 310 y HuX nonmydvaercs, He 3Hato. CbIIai s pa3Hble pasro-
BOPHI TIPO BHEMPOCTPAHCTBEHHbIE MEPEXO/Ibl U MHbIE U3MEPEHHs, Ja TOJIbKO CaM B 9TOM HMYEro He
cmbiciio. [lo MHe, ecii uaenb Thl B OIHO MECTO 3HAKOMOH TeOe IOporou, a rnornajgaeib COBCEM B
Apyroe, TJe HUKOrJa Mpeskjie He ObIBaJl, 3HAUMT, 3aBena TeOs Tyaa Bogwika. OCOOEHHO PhSHO BO
TbMe OHM 4yasT. IHoe neno auem. Ilpu cBete comnHua s Teds1 K 3anpynam 3arpocTo BhIBEY.

HecmoTpst Ha TO YTO CTpaHHBIN YeJIOBEUYEK, BCTPETUBIIMIACS AHTUIY HA MOTHWJIE, HA TIEPBBIi
B3IJISI/1 HE BHYIITAJ HUKAKMX ONACEHHH, TIEPCIIEKTUBA IPOBECTH HOUb Ha KJIaA0MIIEe BOBCE HE Ka3aJ1ach
AHTHITY TaKOH YK TIPUBJIEKATEIbHOM.

3aMeTuB HepelMTeIbHOCTh AHTHIA, JIYKOHSI UCTOJIKOBAJI €€ TI0-CBOEMY.

— ¥V Hac 31ech, KOHEUHO, MECTO TIIyX0€, — U3BUHSIOIINM KeCTOM OH OTBeJl CBOOOIHYIO PYKY B
cropoHy. — Ho Hapon, mo 6oJblneil yacTi, B OOIIEHNH MPUATHBIA. YeM HOUb-TO BCIO MO KJIAJOUIILy
OJyWTb, TaK JIy4llle y OTOHbKA TIOCUIETh, YalKy MOMUTh, HOTaM MepepIX JaTh. A KaKk pacCBeTeT, 5
TeO0s1 B MOMEHT K 3amnpyjaM BbIBELY.

— A 171e OroHeK-To? — Bce ellle HeyBEPEHHO CIPOCHIT AHTHIL.

— Ila 31ech, HEMoaNeKy, — MaxHyJ PyKOH Ky/la-To B CTOPOHY JIyKoHsI.

— U k1O Xe BO3JIe Hero cooupaercs?

— Jla no Gosblneit YacT Bce MECTHBIN Hapo[, — yiIblOHyscs JIykons. — HaBbe 1a ymbipu.

AHTUT MMOYYBCTBOBAJI HEMPHUSITHBIN XOJIO] BHU3Y KUBOTA.

— Kak-1o Hecronpy4yHo MHE C yIIbIpsSIMU, — 3aMETHJI OH, CTapasiCh HEe MOKa3bIBATh CBOETO UCITYTA.

— [NoHsATHOE HEM10, — C TOTOBHOCTBIO KMBHYI JIYKOHS. — YIIBIPh BECTHUKY CMEPTH HE TOBAPUIIL.
Ho M1 k Bariemy OpaTy co BCeM YBaKEHHUEM. . .

AHTHD 32lyMYMBO TouYecas 3aTbuloK. KoHeuHO, HaBbe a yIbIpy — KOMIIaHUS He camast Mpu-
stHast. C gpyro¥ cTopoHsl, eciivi JIyKOHsI, yBUEB HOX, TPUHSLT €r0 32 BECTHUKA CMEPTH, TO M IpOYast
HEUMCTh, OOMTAIOIIAS HA KJIaJOUIIEe, MOTJIa Ha 9TO KYIUThCS. YK JIydllle IPOBECTH HOYb B KOMITAHUM
YIIBIPEH, CHJIS1 Y OTHSI, YeM BCTPETUTh OHOTO U3 HUX B TEMHOTE CPEId MOTHIL.

— Tak TbI OTBeIeIb MEHsI YTPOM K 3anpygaMm? — CIpOCHIT Y CBOET0 HOBOTO 3HAKOMOTO AHTHII.

— Be3 mpobrem, — 3aBeput ero JIykoHs.

— A cBeT THeBHOM TeOs1 He MyraeT? — XUTPO MPHUILYpUICcs AHTHIL.

— Tak 5 e He HeUHCThb KJIagOuIIIeHCKas, — OTBeTHII JIyKOHSI Kak OyaTo Jaxke ¢ ooumoi. — Mue
OCJIe TPEThUX TETYXOB Ha3aj B MOTMITY 3a0UPaThCsl HE HYKHO.

— A KTO ke Thl TaKOW? — CIPOCHIT AHTHIL.

— 41 — cam cebe rocriofnH, — Topao BHIIATHI rpydb JIykoHst. — Menkuii 6ec. 9 00braHO OOIM-
30CTU OT JIIOJCH JIEPXKYyCh, UTOOBI OBLIO e MPOKa3UTh. A Ha KJIaAOuIlle MOPOor 3aXaKUBai0, YTOOBI
CO 3HAKOMIIAMH TIOBUJIAThCSI.

— Hy, konu Tak, T0 noiiem, — corjlacuicss AHTHII.

— Upem! — pagoctHO BOCKJIMKHYI JIyKOHS. — VX, U yAMBUTCS ke MECTHBI Hapoj, KOrja s K
HUM CaMOTrO BECTHUKA CMEPTH B TOCTH IIpUBeLy !

AHTUT B OTBET Ha TO TOJIKO HEOIPEIEIEHHO XMBIKHYJI. UyaHast Bce-TakM IITyKa 3Ta camast
KU3HB: BUepa TOJbKO OH B IMHKe y KprBoro Bana nuBo mui, a cerogHsi Ha 3a0pOIIEHHOM KJIaj-
OulIIle ¢ yIbIpSMH 1 HaBbeM YaeBHUYATH OyneT. Pacckaky KOMy — Tak He MoBepsT ke! YBepeHHOCTb
B TOM, UTO Bce OyIeT XOpOIIo, BHYIIAJ AHTUITY HE CTOJIbKO HOX BECTHHUKA CMEPTH, a OH, KaK BUIHO,
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BBICOKO TIOTHMMAJT €0 OOIIECTBEHHBI CTATyC CPeAr KJIaJOUIIEHCKON HEUMCTH, CKOJIBKO BECENbIN 1
0e33a00THBIN HpaB JIyKOHH, KOTOPBIN BBI3BAJICS OBITH €r0 IPOBOKATHIM. ECi OH € yribipsiMu Jpy 0y
BOJIMT, TaK 1mouemy Obl U AHTHITy C HUMH He Mo3HaKOMUThCs1? Kak 3HaTh, MOXET, M B3arpaBay OKa-
JKETCsl, YTO HE TaK CTpAIlleH YepT, Kak ero MaJioT?

JIyKOH$I MOAKMHYI BBEPX FTOPCTh OTOHBKOB, TOPEBIIINX Y HETO Ha JIAJOHH, Y CBETJISIKK B MOMEHT
pasneTenuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI U MIOTacjau BO ThME.

— Huuero, — o6onpun Aaruna JIykoHs. — 51 BO TbMe BHIKY, Kak Korika. Cieyit 3a MHOM, CKOPO
K OTHIO BBIAZIEM.

CkazaB 3T0, OH IMPOBOPHO HBIPHYJI B KYCTHI.

Bosich notepsATh CBOET0 MPOBOKATOIO BO TBME 1 CHOBA OCTAThCSl B OJMHOUECTBE CPE/IU IPOBA-
JIMBIIMXCS MOTHJI M TIOJTyPa3pyIIEHHBIX CKJIETIOB, AHTHUII MOOEkal B TOM € HAIpaBJIeHUH, 4TO U
JlykoHs1. OpueHTHPOBAJICS OH IPH 3TOM IJIABHBIM 00Pa30M Ha CIIyX, CBOPaYMBasi Ty/a, TJIe Iy pIiasiu
Y TIOTPECKMBAJIM KYCThI, CKBO3b KOTOpbIe HarpsMuk jiomuics: Jlykons. Cneayer otnath OeceHKy
JOJKHOE — MaMSITYsI O TOM, YTO €r0 CIIYTHUK He HaJieleH HOUHBIM 3peHreM, 1opory JIyKOHs BBIOpa
TaK, YTO AHTUI HU pa3y Jlake He OCTYIMUJICS Ha HEPOBHOCTSIX I'PyHTA.

[Manky, Ha KOTOpO¥ ObLTa HaJleTa IanKa, AHTUI BBIKWHYJI, HO HOJK BECTHUKA CMEPTH MO-TIPEeK-
HEMY MPOAOJIKAJ CKUMATh B PyKeE.

Bckope AHTuIy OKa3ajioch, UTO OH 3aMETUJI MEJIBKHYBIIMIA CPEAU KYCTOB OTCBET KaKOT0-TO
CTPaHHOTO CUHEBATOro IlameHu. Eiie uepes kakoe-T1o BpeMsi OH YK€ SICHO YBUJIEN KOCTep, TOPAIIUIA
Ha POBHOM, CBOOOJHOW OT KYCTOB IUIOMIAJKE Tepe]l MOMYOTKPBITHIMU IBEPSMU OOJBIIOTO CKJIena,
COXPaHMBIIETOCS B OTHOCUTENILHO HETIJIOXOM COCTOSIHUH. BOKpYT KocTpa cujenu TeMHble cropOneH-
Hble (pUrypsl. bbUIO MX HE MeHbIlIE MOTYTOpa AECATKOB, HO PACCMOTPETh UX KaK CJIEAYET B HESICHOM
MepIIalolieM CBeTe, J1a elle 1 Ha Oery, AHTUIy HUKaK He yIaBaJioCh.

— Ilocroi, JIykoHs1! — KPUKHYJI HETPOMKO AHTHII.

[TpoBoXaThIil OCTAHOBUIICS 1 OOEPHYJICS Ha CBOETO CITyTHHKA.

— Y3ke MOYTH MPHUIIUTH, — COOOIIMII OH HECKOJIBKO YAMUBJIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— Tlorogu, — MaxHya pykod AHTHIT M, HAKJIOHUBILKCH, yTiepcsi pykamu B Oeapa. — Jail ayx
MIEPEBECTH.

JI7151 TOro 4ToObl CAeNaTh MOCIeIHIE HECKOJIBKO IIaroB HABCTPEeUY CTPAHHOW KOMITAHWM, CHIsI-
1el y KocTpa, AHTHITY HY’KHO ObLIO /151 Hauasia coOparbcesi ¢ AyXoM. la v OTapIIaThes mocse ObICT-
poro Oera Toxe He Memmano. He crien SBAAThCS mepe HeXUTHIO 3albIXaBIIMMCS M PACTEPSIHHBIM,
CJIOBHO MaJiell, 320y IuBIIMICS BO ThMe. HyXHO ObIJIO TOMHUTH O TOM, YTO JUIsl HUX OH OBLT BECT-
HUKOM CMEpTH, — Cyasl 1o ciioBaM JIyKOHH, CyIIecTBOM Kyaa Oosiee 3HaYUTETbHBIM 110 CPAaBHEHUIO
C YIBIPSIMU ¥ TIPOYUM HABbEM.

— Ionum!

BrInpssMUBIINCH, AHTHIT PEIIUTENBHO 3alaraj K KOCTPY, OCTABUB MO3aJ1 3aMEIKaBIIerocs
IIPOBOKATOIO.

[Mpunyctusimce cnenom, JIykoHst monbitaics ObIo ero 000rHaTh, HO AHTHII, BBICTABUB PYKY
B CTOPOHY, BeJIeJ €My JAepKaThCs MO3a/IH.

HukTo U3 cuaeBmmx y KocTpa He 0OepHYJICs, TOKa AHTUI HE OCTAHOBHWJICS B JIBYX IlIarax OT
HUX U HE CKa3aJl FPOMKUM T'OJIOCOM:

— JIoOpoii HOYM BCel YeCTHOW KOMITaHWH !

®urypsl 3a11eBeIMIINCh. [|BUTaIMCh OHU MEJIEHHO, CJIOBHO ITPEOI0JIEBAst 4yAOBHUIIIHOE COIPO-
TUBJIEHHE BEKOB, ITPOBE/IEHHBIX 110 Ty CTOPOHY ku3HU. Kazanock, 4yTo eciny npuciiyniaTbes Kak clie-
AyeT, TO MOKHO YCJIBIIIIATh, KAK CKPHITAT MX TPYILIHECS APYT O Ipyra BHICOXIIINE KOCTH.

Korga 6mkaiiimnmii K HeMy MEpPTBSIK HAKOHEI[-TO Pa3BEepHYJICS BIOIOOOPOTA U TIOCMOTPEIN Ha
YeJIoBeKa, BMECTO JIMIa AHTUI YBU/IEN OOTSIHYTBIN CEpOM, MOXOXkKeH Ha CTapblii, BHICOXIIMIA Tepra-
MEHT KOKel yeperl, INISASIINI Ha Hero MyCThIMU MPOBaJIaMHU IJ1a3HUII, B TIIyOWHE KOTOPBIX TAUJIHCh
€/1Ba 3aMETHBIE 3€JIEHOBAThIE OTCBETHI, IOX0KME HA TO, KAK MEPLIAIOT I71a3a KOIIKK B TEMHOTE.
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AHTUT MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK MOJ 3TUM B3[VISIIOM MEPTBBIX IJIa3 Y HEro Moxojofesa Koxa, 1o
BCEMY TeJTy BBICTYIIHJI XOJIOAHBIH TOT, a MO MO3BOHOYHUKY 3a0eraiy Komouue Mypamku. OH rotoB
ObL1T yKe Pa3BepHYThCS 1 OPOCUTHCS B HOYHYIO ThMY, IIPOYb OT MPU3PAYHOTO OTHSI C CHSAIIEH BOKPYT
HEro HeKUTHIO, KOT/IA, YIyYUB MOMEHT, BIepel] CHOBA BBICKOUMII JIyKOHS.

— D11, OpaTiBI-MePTBIKH, By plaJIlaku-K POBOIHMIIIBI, HABLE J1a HEXKUTh! — IPOK YAl OH pajoCT-
HBIM, TPOMKHUM TosiocoM. — YUto cuaure, kak oxmypennsie! [Ipunumaiite roctst fopororo!

— JlykoHs1, — y3HaB OeceHKa, IPOCKPHIIEN OWH M3 MEPTBSAKOB TOJIOCOM, B KOTOPOM XKU3HHU
ObLIO He OOJIbIIE, YeM B XOJIOJHOM KaMHe Ha JJopore. — A 3TO KTO ¢ ToOOM?

— A 10 cam He BuuIb! — JIyKOHSI HE3aMeTHO OATOJIKHYJI AHTHUIIA JIOKTEM, aBasi MOHSATH, YTO
nopa Obl eMy U CaMOMY YTO-TO CKa3aTh. — BECTHHK cMepTH K HaM HOXaioBa!

— He noxox, — OKMHYB AHTHIIa IPU3PAYHBIM B30POM, BBIHEC CBOE PEIIEHHE JIPYyrOil MEPTBSIK.

JIykoHs1 cCHOBa TKHYJI AHTHUIIA JIOKTEM B OOK, Ha 9TOT pa3 JAOBOJILHO-TAKU YyBCTBUTEIIHHO.

— He moxox, ropopuiiib! — Pe3knmM qBrkeHrEM AHTHUIT BBIOPOCHII B CTOPOHY CKa3aBIIIEro 3TO
MEpTBsIKa PYKY C 3aKaThM B HEH HOKOM. — A UTO, €CJIH sI STUM HOKOM TeOs 110 IJIOTKE YUKHY ?

B otcBeTax ruiameH# Jie3Bre HOXka MoOJIeCKMBAIO MEPTBEHHO-3€IEHOBATHIM CBETOM, TIOXOKUM
Ha TOT, YTO TOpEJI B MYCTHIX INIA3HUIAX HABbSI.

MepTBsIK KaK-TO CTPaHHO Ka4HYJICSI U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO JIPSIXJIBII CTAPUK, JKeJalo-
M OAHSATHCS] HA HOTH, HO HE HAXOISIIHNA B cebe CUJT IJIsI STOTO.

— [IpocTy, He MpU3HAI, — POCKPUIIES MEPTBSIK. — BOJIBHO THI MOJIOA MHE MTOKAa3aJICs ISl BECT-
HHUKa CMEpTH.

— Hy, no cpaBHenmio ¢ To6oii, Caproryioc, modoii OyIeT BhIISAETh MATBUMIIKON, — paccMe-
suics JIyKOHA 1 OO PyKy AHTHILY Ha ILIEYO.

TUM KeCTOM OSCeHOK JJaBaJl MIAPHIO MOHSTh, YTO OH YK€ MPU3HAH U IPUHAT MECTHBIM OOIIIe-
CTBOM, a 320[JHO M JIEMOHCTPHPOBAJ BCEM MPUCYTCTBYIOIINM, B CKOJIb OJTM3KUX, MOYTH APYKECKUX
OTHOILICHUSIX HAXOOUTCS OH C BECTHUKOM CMEpPTH.

— IIpucaxuBaiicsi K HalleMy OTHIO, — TPOM3HEC KTO-TO U3 MPHUCYTCTBYIOIIHX.

Tonoc He ObLT MOX0X Ha Ipede3KaHNe CyXUX TOPOIIMH B ObIYbEM ITy3bIpe, KaK Y TOBOPHBIIIETO
10 3TOrO MepTBsKa. TOT, KTO MOJAJ rojloc Ha STOT pa3, 3aMETHO INENeNsiBUI U BpeMeHaMu Jiefa
KOPOTKHE Tay3bl, TPOU3BO/IS MTPY ITOM CTPAHHBIN 3BYK, CIIOBHO Obl BTATHMBasi B ce0s1 BO3/IyX CKBO3b
ellBa MPUOTKPHITHIE I'yOBI.

Oo6epHyBIIKMCH, AHTHIT TOCMOTPEJT HA TOrO, KTO MPOM3HEC 3TH ClIoBa. BHelHe 310 OBl Yeso-
BEK U3 IUIOTH U KPOBH, TOJIBKO C OUeHb OJIETHBIM JIMIIOM M OOJIBIIMMHU, 9yTh 320CTPEHHBIMU KBEPXY
ymiamu. [71a3a y Hero ObUIH JKEJITOro I[BeTa ¢ BEPTUKAIBHBIM, KaK Y XUIIHUKA, Pa3pe30M 3pauKoB.
AHTUN JOrajfancs, 4To 3T0 ObUT YIBIPb, XOTSI HUKOTAA NIPEXe BUAETh YIIBIPEN eMy He JOBOIUIIOCH.

VYipips TOn0OpasT MOJIBI HAAETOTO Ha HEM JIPAHOTO OajlaxOHA M TIOJBHHYJICSI B CTOPOHY, OCBO-
O0’K1as1 17151 TOCTSI MECTO Ha CTYIEHsIX CKJIera.

AnTun OnarogapHo YAbIOHYJCS U, 00O KPYT HEKHUTH, 3aHSUT TPEVIOKEHHOE eMY MEeCTO.
Psinom ¢ Hum nipuctpowics 1 yabioaomwiics JIlykoHs. 3arieuHblid MEIIOK AHTUIT CKUHYJT CO CITAHBI
Y TIOCTABUJI MEK]Ty HOT, 2 HOJK CHOBA CYHYJI 32 TOJICHUIIIE.

OcMOTpeB BHUMATEILHO BCEX COOPABIIMXCS y KOCTPa, AHTHIT HACUUTAN CeMb yrbIpeit. OcTaiib-
Hble ObUTM MepTBsIKamMHu. Bce OHM ObUTM OJETHl B BETXHE, M30PBAaHHBIE JIOXMOThSI, 10 KOTOPHIM
ObLIIO COBEPIIIEHHO HEBO3MOKHO COCTABUTH XOTh KAKOE-TO MPE/ICTABIICHHE O TIEPBOHAYATLHOM BUIE
OfIEKIbl, YACTHIO KOTOPOW OHM B CBOE BpeMsl SIBJISLTHCh. BO3MOXKHO, UMEHHO TTO3TOMY HaBbE BBITJIS-
JeJY XOTSI U )KYyTKOBATO, HO OJHOBPEMEHHO U JIOBOJIbHO-TAKU KAJIKO.

CrtpaHHBIM OBUT U KOCTEP, BOKPYT KOTOPOro codpasiach HexuTh. CHHEBAThIe SI3bIKM TUIAMEHU
CKOJIB3HWJTU TIO HECKOJIBKUM CJIOKEHHBIM KPECT-HAKPECT TMOJIEHbSIM, TIPH 3TOM OHHU OCTaBAJIUCh COBEP-
IIIEHHO TIeJIbIMU, He OOyIJIMBAsiCh, HE BHIOPACHIBAS BBEPX MCKPBI U HE MpeBpaliasich MOCTENEHHO B
3omy. Ipu B3mIsizie HAa 9TOT KOCTep AHTHUITY Cpa3y ke BCIIOMHWIJIMCh UCTOPUM O BEJbMHUHBIX OTHSIX,
ropsIMX HOYaMH Ha KJIaJouInax.
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— Yro npurBesyio BECTHUKA CMEPTH B HAIIIM Kpasi? — IPOCKPUIIES OAUH U3 MEPTBSIKOB, TOT CAMBIH,
kotoporo JlykoHs1 Ha3Ban CapromnysocoM. — Cpein Hac KMBBIX HE ChIILEIIb, & HAM CaMHM CMEpThb
y’ke He CTpallHa.

Pot MepTBsiKa MPUOTKPBIJICA B 37I0BEIIEM OCKaJle, YTO B €r0 UCTIOHEHUH JOJKHO ObLIO N300-
pakarh MPUBETIIUBYIO YIBIOKY.

— 4 3pech poxoaoMm, — OTBETUI AHTHII U JIJIs1 COIMAHOCTH KallUISHYJI B KYJIaK.

— OH k 3arpysam ueT, — TyT ke BcTaBuI JIyKOHS. — A sI, BCTPETUB €ro Ha KJIaaouile, pe-
JIOKWJI C HAMHM HOUKY CKOpOTaTh. Tak 4To He cuamTe, Kak MEpPTBbIE, a YrolaiTe JOpororo rocts!

Enpa JIlykoHs mpou3Hec 3T CJI0Ba, KK IBOE MEPTBSIKOB MOJHSIMCH CO CBOMX MECT U CKPbUIUCH
3a TIOJIyOTKPHITOH JBEphIO CKJena. [IBrskeHus ux ObUT MeJIeHHBIMH 1 yriioBaThiMu. Kazanock, 4to
K HOTaM WX TIPUBSI3aHBI My/I0BbIe THUPH, U, YTOOBI COXPAHUTH PAaBHOBECHE, MEPTBSIKH JePKAIUA PYKU
paccTaBJI€HHBIMU B CTOPOHBI.

Hackoipko Mor cyauts AHTHUT, YIIBIPU ObLTH Kya OoJTee )KUBBIMU U IIOJBYKHBIMH, YEM OCTATTh-
Hble HaBbe. HO 1 OHM MPOM3BOAMIIM BIleUaT/ieHHe TTyOOKMX CTapiieB, CIIOCOOHBIX pa3Be UTO TOJBKO
Ha TO, YTOOBI BCIIOMHHATH CBOY OBLJIbIC JICSTHUS.

[Noka 1BOe MEpPTBSKOB YTO-TO JENaiu B cKJjerne, JIyKOHs ObICTpO MpeACTaBriI AHTHITY BCEX
CHUAEBIIMX Y KocTpa. MiMeHa, KoTopble Ha3bIBasl OeCeHOK, ObUTH Bce OOJIbIe MPUYYJIUBbIE, HE3/elII-
HUE, TAKWEe, YTO U HE 3alIOMHHUIIIb C NIEpBOro pa3a. HazBaHHbIN MEPTBSK UyTh IPUBCTaBaJ CO CBOETO
MECTa U CO BCEH YUTUBOCTBIO, KOTOPYIO MO3BOJISIIM €MY €r0 CTapble KOCTH, KJIAHSICA AHTHITY.

K Tomy BpemeHu, Korjia IepeMOHUsI 3HAKOMCTBa ObUIa OKOHYEHA, BEPHYJIUCH M3 CKJIETIA IBOE
MepTBsAKOB. C co0oi OHU MpUHECIA OOJIBIIION METHBIN KOTeJI, HATIOJIHEHHBIN KaKOU-TO KUIKOCTHIO,
Y KOBaHYIO poraTvHy. BOTKHYB poratuHy B 3eMJII0 BO3JI€ KOCTPa, MEPTBSIKM MOBECUJIM KOTEJ Hajl
OrHEM.

— Hy BoT, ckopo 1 4aek nocreer! — ¢ paIoCTHBIM NPEIBKYIIEHHUEM NOTEP pyuKH JIyKOHS.

AHTUD pem, YTo HEBEKJIMBO CUIETh MOJTYa, OKUIAsl, KOT/Ia 3aKUIUT BOJa B KOTJIe, M 00pa-
TWICSl K CUJIEBILIEMY CIIpaBa OT HETO YIBIPIO C BOIIPOCOM:

— Ilpocrute, BbI Bce 31€Ch MECTHbIE?

— A Kak ke, — OCKaJuJIcs B yJIbIOKe YIbIpb. — Bce ¢ aToro camoro kiagouia.

— OueHb yX MMEHa y Bac CTpaHHbIE, — MOKAaYasl rojoBoi AHTUIL. — Sl TakuX Mpex]e U He
CJIBIIIIAT.

— Einie 6u1, — mpoxpuries CuIeBIIi 1O APYTYI0 CTOPOHY OTHsI MepTBSIK. — HeT ke OoJibItie Takux
umeH. Kanynu B HeObITHE, KaK ¥ BECh MUP, K KOTOPOMY MbI IPUHA/IJICKATIH.

— Tol korga-uuOyap cabiman 06 Ummepru Cemu Mopeii? — cripocist y AHTUTIA YITBIPb.

— Her, — mokauas rojioBor AHTHIL.

— Bort T0-TO 1 OHO, — CHOBa OCKanMiICs yrbIpb. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 ocKasl ero MOXHO ObLIO Ha3BaTh
I'PYCTHBIM. — A B CBO€ BpeMsI He ObLJIO B MUpPE YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPHI He 3HaJ Obl TOr0 rOpIoro MUMEHH.
W xax w1l Bropoii cam ObuT nogaanHeiM Mvmiepun Cemu Mopei.

— W xorpa xe 310 ObUI0? — OMHTEPECOBAJICS] AHTHII.

MepTBsiK monbiTajacs: ObUIO CBUCTHYTh, HO BMECTO CBHCTA M30 PTa €ro pasfajics CTPaHHBIHA
MIPUTTTYILIEHHbIA CKPEKET.

— B HezanamsaTHble BpeMeHa, oTHOcsmuecs K [lepBoil aroxe, — OCTaBUB TILETHYIO IOMBITKY
BBIPa3UTh CBOM YyBCTBAa CBUCTOM, CJIOBaMM OTBETHJI AHTUIYy MepTBsK. — Ha ToM MecTe, KoTOpoe Thl
Ha3bIBaelllb 3anpyamMu, HEKOTAa CTOsUI OTPOMHBIN TOPOJ, UMEHYEMBIN YapToMm.

— U 4t0 )€ ¢ HUM cTano? — yAUBJIEHHO CIPOCUI AHTHIIL.

— Yapr Obut pa3pyiiieH BapBapaMu, NpuiieqimumMu u3 Benrkux Creneid, — TSKeNO B3JOXHYB,
OTBETHJI MepPTBSK. — VIX HecMeTHBIe MmoTJuIa mponuy mo Beceid Mmmepuu Cemu Mopeii, o6patus B
MIpax BEJUKYIO LMBUIN3ALMIO.

— He npeysenuuuBaii, MapiuHyc, — yCMEXHYJICS CHIEBIIMN PAJOM C AHTUIIOM YIIBIPb. —
Nmnepuio paspymmam He BapBapbl. OHa ObUla pa3aaBiieHa cOOCTBEHHOM TsokecThlo. Hekorma nieit-
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CTBUTEJILHO BEJIMKasl IepkaBa BbIOpasia TYMUKOBBIH MyTh. BMECTO TOro 4toObl pa3BUBAThCS 32 CUET
COOCTBEHHBIX pecypcoB, VIMriepusi Mpogoikaia pa3pactaTtbCsl BIIMPh, BTSITUBAs B ceOsl BCe HOBbIE
cTpaHbl 1 Hapozpl. [Io Mepe Toro Kak UMIEPCKUil LIEHTP APSXJIeN, Hapojbl Ha okpanHax Vmnepuu,
BIUTHIBAsI B ceOsl BCe ee JIOCTHKEHMsI, oOpeTasn coOCTBeHHOe camoco3HaHue. K Tomy BpemeHw,
KOTJja MOSIBIJIVCH CTETTHSIKH, ViMmiepust Oblia yke HACTOJIBKO U3beIeHa COOCTBEHHBIMU BHY TPEHHUMMU
MPOTUBOPEUMSIMH, UTO IJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI OHA yajla U pacChianach B Ipax, JOBOJILHO OKA3a0Ch JieT-
KOTI'O TOJYKA U3BHE.

— T, Kak Bcerjaa, MHTepIpeTupyenb (akThl B BBITOAHOM 1is TeOs1 cBete, O33Mo3uc! — BO3-
MYIIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI MapiuHyc. — He 3pst TeOst B cBoe BpeMsI )KMBBIM B 3eMJTIO 3aKOMasu!

— Ecim 6wl rapt Kynramakuc npuciymancs B CBoe BpeMsi K MOUM CJIOBaM, a He BHUMA Obl
TBOEH OECTOIKOBOI OONTOBHE 00 MMITEPCKOM BEJIMUMH M OOKECTBEHHOH CllaBe, TO YapT CTOsUT Obl 1
1o cey ieHb! — oTBeTUI MepTBsIKY O33MO3HC.

— Bapsaps! 6putn Buyom Coszpaatessi, TOKapaBIIUM HAC 32 TPEXH Hallli! — BCKUHYB KOCTJISIBYIO
PYKY BBEpX, ITpoBO3I1acui Mapiunyc.

— Ecnm 11, MapnuHyc, Tak ke Kak U OocTajlbHble BepHbIe mprxiedarenu rapra Kynramakuca,
MOTPsi3 B POCKOINM M pa3BpaTe, TO He CTOUT OOBUHSATH B 9TOM BCe OCTaIbHOE HacesneHne Mmmnepun,
BJIaYMBILIEE TOJYHUIIIEHCKOE CYIIECTBOBAaHME, — BO3pa3uil yIbIpb. — BapBapbl MpocTO MpULILUIU U
B3$UIM TO, YTO IIOXO Jiexkaso. BcnoMuu, MapiyHyc, MHOTO JIM OKPECTHBIX KUTeJIe OTO3BaINCh Ha
TBOW IIPU3bIB IPUITH U BCTATh HA 3aILUTY Yapta?

— MBI ¢ yecThlo MOruOM, HO He TOILIM Ha CAENKY C BparoM, Kak mpejjaraia TBos maprtus! —
MapnuHyc ropao BCKUHYJ MOIOOPOAOK, C KOTOPOTO CIOM3/1a BBICOXINAs KOXa.

— Kak TbI oru6, MHe u3BecTHO, — ycMexHysicst O33mosuc. — TeOst BMecTe ¢ IByMsI JpyrUMU
MIPE/ICTABUTEISIMU TTAPTHU BJIACTH 3a0MJIH JIOMIATAMHU KPECTbsIHE, B JIOMaX KOTOPBIX Bbl HA/IESJIHChH
YKPBITbCSI OT BApBapOB.

— la 6ynp THI mpokiAT, O33Mo3uc! — B cepaiax BOoCKJIMKHY Mapnuryc. Eciu Obl y Hero Bo
pTy OblIa CITIOHA, TO OH, HABEPHOE, ellle U ILTIOHYJT Obl B KOcTep. — CKOJIBKO JIET MPOIILIO, a ThI 10 CUX
MOp HE MOXeIllb POCTUTh MHE TOTO, YTO MOEW MapTUX ObLJIO JOBEPEHO c(POPMUPOBATH MPABSIIUIA
KaOWHeT.

— A mpencraButen Moer ObLIM BCe A0 eIUHOrO KasHeHsbl, — 3akoHum1 O33mosuc. — Ho s He
MOTy MPOCTUTDb TeOe BOBCe He 9T0, MapiuHyc, a To, YTO JeCSTh JIET TBOEro 0e31apHOro MpaBIeHHUs
MIPUBEITN CTPaHy K TMOEJIH.

— 4 nenan To, 4To TpPeOOBaAIA OT MEHS BEpXOBHAS BJIACTh! — KPUKHYJI MEPTBSIK.

— BoT uMeHHO, — CIIOKOMHO HAKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY YIBIPh. — A HYKHO OBUIO JIEJIaTh COBCEM JPYToe.

— IlpeacraBisenip, — NPUCIOHUBIINCD K IJIedy AHTHIIA, HEIPOMKO Ipoutentan JIykoHs, —
ThICSUeNeTHs mponuid, ot mnepru Cemu Mopeii TOJBKO 3TO KJIaA0MIIe U OCTAJIOCh, a 3TH JIBOE, KaK
TOJIKO BMECTE COMIYTCs, TaK €/1Ba HE B JIPaKy JIE3YT, BBISCHSIS, KTO ke OOJIbIIe IO CBOIO CTPaHYy.

— Heyxenu nenas MMnepus, BMecte co CBOUMU rOpojiaMi U HApOIaMu, MOIJIa YUTH B 3eMIIIO,
HE OCTaBUB TOCJIe ce0s1 HUKAKOro ciiefa? — yAWBJISHHO MTPOU3HEC AHTHII.

— Ecnum OBl TOJBKO OfIHA, — YCMEXHYBILHUCh, OTBETHI eMy JIykoHs. — 3Hai OBl Thbl, CKOJIBKO
Nmnepuit noru6io, oOpaTUBIIKCH B ITPax, HE OCTABUB IO cebe HUKAKOW MaMsITH, KpoMe BOCIIOMHHA-
HUI MEPTBSKOB J1a YIIbIPEH, YyJIOM YLEJIEBILIUX C TEX JaJIeKUX BPEMEH B TAKKX 3alIOBEJHbIX MECTaxX,
KaK 3TO KJaouIIe.

— Pa3Be HaBbe MOXET yMepeTs elle pa3? — CHOBa yAUBWICS AHTHII.

— Koneuno, — yBepenno orsetus1 JlykoHsi. — OHU Beb TOJIBKO C BUAY Ha MOHCTPOB MOXOXH,
a Ha CaMOM JieJie TIPOCTO HECYACTHBIE U B YEM-TO Jlake Oe33aluTHbIe cyliecTBa. Kak Tonpko koMy-
HUOYJb IPUJIET B TOJIOBY CPOBHSATH TO KJIAAOUIIE C 3eMJIeH, TAK U UM KOHEIl IPUJIET, TIOCKOJIbKY He
OCTAHETCsl y HUX MecTa JUIsl KUThSI.

— A pasBe ynbIpy HE OXOTSTCS 10 HOYaM 32 JIOIbMH, YTOObI KPOBU UX HAMUTHLCS? — CIIPOCHIT
AHTHII.
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— Kornma st0 656110, — yemexHyJics JIykons. — Teneps OHU 3a TIpe/iesibl 3TOrO KJIJAOHINA U BBIXO-
IUTh-TO OosATcs. He no moackoit kpoBymiky. Pa3Be 4To KpeICy KIaAOMINEHCKYO MpuaaBsaT. Equn-
CTBEHHBIN HACTOSIIUI TyIery0, KOTOPbI BpeMeHaMH Ha 9TO KJIaJOUIIIE ellle HABEIbIBAETCS, TaK 3TO
Kapauys. ITo cuactbio, cerogus ero HeT. — JIykoHsI 340K0 mepeaepHy riedamu. — Jlaxke MHE B ero
MIPUCYTCTBUU He 10 cede JesaeTcsl.

— KapauyH Toxe 13 HaBbs1? — IOMHTEPECOBAJICS AHTHII.

— Her, — nokavan ronoBoii JlykoHsl. — 9710 aymery6 1o npupoze cBoedl. To ecTh OH TaKUM Ha
cBeT ypoauscs. Bpone kak s — Gec, a oH — aymeryo.

Komner sipocTHOI nepenaske MepTBsKa C YIbIPeM MOJIOKIIIO TO, UYTO B KOTJIE HAKOHEII-TO 3aKHU-
niena Bozga. OTKyaa-To NOSIBIIIUCH TIOMSITHIE JKECTSIHbIE KPY:KKH, U BOE MEPTBSIKOB, T€ Camble, YTO
MIPUHECIIU KOTEJI U TIOCTABMIIM €r0 Ha OTOHb, CTAJIM YepraTh OTTY/Ia CTPAHHOE BapeBO U OOHOCUTH UM
BCEX MPHUCYTCTBYIOIIHUX.

[NonyunB KpyXKy, AHTHIT OCTOPOXHO TIOHIOXaJT coAepkruMoe. BapeBo ObLII0 TEMHOTO 11BETa, a
Ha MOBEPXHOCTH €ro0 TUIaBaJT HEOONBIIION TPHIIMCTHUK. 3arax OT Hero MoJAHUMAJICs TEPIKUI 1 He3Ha-
KOMBI, HO OTHIO[Ib HE HEMPUSITHBIM.

— Ileii, He Ootics, — mopOoapun AHTumna JIyKOHSA. — DTO He KOJJIOBCKOE 3eibe, a OOBIYHBIN
Yaii ¢ 100aBIeHNEM HECKOJIBKUX CIEIMATBHBIX TPaB, KOTOPBIE TOJIHKO HA 3TOM KJIaJOUINE U MOKHO
CBICKATh.

— YT0 3HAUMT «crielMabHbIe» 7 — BCE ellle He PUCKYS OTBEIATh HAITMTOK, CIIPOCKHI AHTHII.

— Hy, ny1st Gompocty 1yxa 1 KperocTu Tesa, — 00bsicHIIT JIyKoHs. — TOJIbKO 9TUM YaeM MECTHOE
HaBbe ceOs U MOJIePKUBACT.

B nonreeprkenne cBoux ciioB JIyKoHsI criesnias OONbINON IIIOTOK U3 KPYKKH, UTO €My Nepeiay,
1 OJIasKeHHO 3aKaTwI IJ1asa.

INocmotpeB 1o ctopoHaM, AHTHUI 3aMETHUJT HECKOJIBKO YCTPEMJICHHBIX Ha HEero B3rUIs10B. Mept-
BSIKH U YTIBIPU TO JIM O3KUJIAJTM PE3YJIbTATOB JIETYCTALMK TOCTEM MPEJIOKEHHOTO HAITMTKA, TO JIU MPO-
CTO 3KeJay yOemuThCsl B TOM, YTO OH He TIOOpe3ryeT yromeHueM. B o0om cityyae oTKas3biBaThCs
ObLIO ObI HEBEKJIMBO, U AHTHUIT OCTOPOXKHO MPUTYOUJT HATTUTOK.

DTO U B caMOM JieJie ObIT KPETKO 3aBApEHHBIN Yaid, B TYCTOM apoMare KOTOPOrO BUTAJIH eIlle
KakMe-TO He3HAKOMbIE 3alaxy, MPHUIaBaBIIMe HAIMUTKY HEOOBIYHBIN BKYC — JUIsl HETO HEBO3MOXKHO
ObLIIO HAWTH HU HA3BaHUsI, HA JaXe CPABHEHUSI.

— Hy kak? — nounTepecoBasicsi JIykoHs.

— OTMEeHHO, — He TIOKPHUBUB JYIIIOW, TPOU3HEC AHTHIT JOCTATOYHO IT'POMKO, YTOOBI BCE COOpaB-
IIMECs] HABbE YCIBIIIAIN €r0 CJIOBA.

Oo6cTaHOBKa BOKPYT KOCTpa Cpa3y ke cTajia 0osiee HelmprHYXJeHHON. MepTBSKY U yIIbIpy IIPU-
XJIeObIBATIM Yaid, OOMEHHMBAsICh ONOOPUTENIBHBIMU 3aMEUYaHUSIMU, 2 MEPTBAK MapiuHyc, KOTOPBIH,
MIOXOXKe, yke 3a0bT O CBOeM HelaBHEM OECKOMITPOMHUCCHOM criope ¢ yrnbipeM O33MO3UCOM, J1ake
BCTaJ U, TIOJHSIB KPYXKKY C 4aeM, MPOU3HEC KOPOTKYIO, HO BJOXHOBEHHYIO Peb, MPOCIIABISIONIYIO
HE’KJIAHHOTO, HO TEM He MEHee B BBICIIIEH CTETeHH MPUSATHOTO TOCTSI, TIOCETUBIIETO UX BEYEPUHKY.

Crnenys mpuMepy OCTaJbHBIX, AHTUIT CAENAN TpU OONBIIMX TIOTKa 4ast. CrycTsi Kakoe-To
BpeMsl OH MCIIBITAJI CTPAaHHOE ¥ HEOObIYHOE OlyIleHre. EMy rmokasanock, 4To KpoBb B KWJIAX 3aKH-
naet. Bee Tesno ero cJ10BHO Obl MPOH3KIIM THICSYM METBYANIIMX UTOIOYEK, HO 3TO ObUIO He OONBHO, a,
HAIpOTHUB, MPUATHO. 3aTeM WJUTI0O30PHBIN kap yaapuil AHTUILY B rojioBy. ['ojioBa nomuia Kpyrom, u
Ha MFHOBEHHE AHTHITY MTOKa3aJ0Ch, YTO OH TepsieT cosHanue. Ho B crienyiomuii MUr yxe 4yBCTBO-
BaJ1 ceOst MpeBocXonHO. bonee Toro, cozHaHue ero 00pesio yAMBUTEIBHYIO SICHOCTh, @ MBICTUA — HEOBI-
BAJIYIO MPOHUIIATEILHOCTD. OTHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM OOOCTPHIIUCH BCE UyBCTBA. AHTHUII CIIBIIIAN, KaK
CKpeOeTCsT MBIIIIb 32 aTbHEN CTEHKOM CKJIeTa, YyBCTBOBAJI OCTABIIIMIACS HA OfICXK/IE 3armax po30BOro
KyCTa, BO3JIe KOTOPOTrO OH BCTPeTHIT JIYKOHIO, OTYETJIMBO BUIE KAk IyI0 MOTHITY, U3 TeX, YTO OKpPY-
’KaJI1 MECTO CTPAHHOTO YaenuThsl. biakeHHO yIbIOHYBIIUCH, AHTHUII ClIea ellle rapy IJI0TKOB apo-
MAaTHOTO Yasl.
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— A KOpMHUTH 371eCh OyayT? — MOMHTEpecoBajcs oH y JIykoHu.

— ComHeBaloch, — yCMEXHYBIIUCh, TIOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM TOT. — A €CJM 4TO U MpeIokar, To Tede
3TO SIBHO MPUAETCS HE O BKYCY. [lake s B 9TOM KOMIaHUM TOJBKO YaKOM MPOOABIISIOCh.

— A cBOI1 Xapu MOXHO JOCTaTh? — NOUHTEPECOBAIICS AHTHII.

He eBimii ¢ momyaHs1, OH UCHBITHIBAT OTPOMHOE KeJlaHue 3a0paThCs B CBOM 3aIlICUHbIN METIIOK
Y TIOCMOTPETD, UTO TaM MY TOJIOKIIIa MaTh B JOPOTY.

— O yem peun! — B3MaxHyJ1 cCBOOOIHOU pyKo# JIykoHs. — 3/1ech IeMOKpaTHUHOEe OOIIEeCTBO.
Kaxpiil BojieH ienath Bce, 4TO €My B3AyMaeTcsi, €CM MIPY 3TOM OH He YIIEeMJISIeT YbUX-TO JPYrHux
MHTEPECOB.

Pa3Bs3aB Melok, AHTHIT IEPBBIM JIEJIOM U3BJIEK 3aBEPHYTYIO B IOJOTHSIHYIO TPSMUILY OyXaHKY
ceporo xJjie6a. Cpasy *ke HECKOJIbKO MEPTBSIKOB BCKUHYJIM T'OJIOBBI U TIOTSIHYJIM HOCAMH.

— Yromaiitech, — MpeAIoKmT AHTHIT U, HApe3aB XJied HOKOM, pa3all KakIoOMY 10 OOJIBIIOMY
JIOMTIO, He 3a0bIB U ceOe OIUH OCTaBUTh.

Vrbipu OT XJ1e06a OTKa3aJIMCh, HO 3aTO C PAJOCThIO MPUHSLIN MPEAIOKEHHYI0 AHTHIIOM KPOBSI-
HYIO KOJIOACy, KOJIBIIO KOTOPOU TaKkKe OOHAPYKUJIOCh B MEIIIKe.

Bapenyio kypuity AHTHIT ocTaBui ce0e, MOCKONIbKY K Hell HUKTO He MPOSsIBIJI MHTepeca, 3a
UcKioYeHneM JIyKOHU, OTJIOMUBIIIETO KPBUIBIIIIKO.

MepT1BskM enu xjied® MeIIeHHO, pacTsATuBasi ylIoBOJIbCTBHE. OTHIMITBIBAS OT CBOMX JIOMTEH
KPOIIEYHbIE KyCOUKH, OHM aKKypPaTHO KJIAJIM UX B POT U TIIATEILHO pa3keBhIBAIN. BpemeHamu KTo-
HUOYJb U3 HUX MOAHOCKI XJieO K TPOBAJIMBIIEMYCS] HOCY M C HACJIaKICHUEM BIbIXaJl €ro apoMar.

— 51 nyman, MepTBsiKaM He Hy)XKHa ef1a, — TUX0 oOparmics K JlykoHe AHTHIL.

— OHu ezsT He IS TOTO, YTOOBI KUTh, & PAAU TOTO, YTOOBI MTOJYYUTh YIOBOJILCTBHE, — OTBE-
T JIykoHst. — A x1eb6a UM JTaBHO BUJIETh HE JOBOAMIJIOCH. XJIeO Ui HUX — 9TO BOCIIOMHHAHHUE O
HACTOSIIEN 36MHOM KU3HHU.

AHTUD OBICTPO pasienajcs ¢ Kypulled U 3amui ey OCTaBaBIIUMCS B Kpyxkke daem. [Tocne
9TOTO OH BBITSIHYJI HOTY U TIPHJIET Ha JIOKOTh. Ceifuac, Korjia oH ObUT CBIT M BCEM JIOBOJIEH, KOMITAHU ST
HaBbsl BOBCE HE Ka3aJlach €My TAKOH YKaCHOM, KaK B MEPBbIi MOMEHT 3HAKOMCTBA. V1, 4TO mpusATHO
YAMBIISIIO, OT HUX BOBCE HE MaxJI0 THUEHUEM U TJIEHOM, TOJIbKO BJIQKHOU 3eMJIel U CBEKECKOITIEHHOM
TpaBoi. M Tak M 30aKk 00ayMaB CTPaHHYIO CUTYAIMIO, B KOTOPOM OH OKa3ajics, AHTHUI TpHUIIET K
BBIBOJIY, UTO HE MMEET HMKAKOrO 3Ha4eHHs, C KeM MUTh Yail, C KMBBIM MJIM MEPTBSIKOM, IJIaBHOE,
YTOOBI YeJIOBEK OBbLI XOPOIIIUM U Yail — BKYCHBIM.

OKoHYAaTeIbHO YBEPUBIIUCH B TOM, UYTO HAXOAUTCS B MOJTHOW O€30MacHOCTH, AHTHIT yTPATUT
BCSIKYIO OMUTENILHOCTD U Jaske Havyasl MOTHUXOHBKY KJIEBAaTh HOCOM.

OH ele He ycriesl O-HACTOSIIEMY 3aCHYTb, KOTJ]a BHE3AITHO KAaKUM-TO BHYTPEHHUM UYThEeM,
0OOCTPUBIIIMMCS TIOCTIE BBIITUTOTO KOJIZIOBCKOTO Yasi, TIOUYBCTBOBAJI, KAK M3MEHMJIACh SMOLIMOHAITb-
Has atMocepa B Kpyry coOpaBIIUXcs y KOcTpa. Beutast noOpast HelpruHy:XIeHHOCTh B MOMEHT Ky/ia-
TO YJAETY4YMJIaCh, YCTYNIMB MECTO HAIIPSKEHHOMY OXKMIAHHIO Yero-To HeJoOporo.

BckunyB rosnoBy, Antun nocMorpen Ha JlykoHio. JIumo majieHpKoro 6eceHka, ¢ KOTOpOoro
Mpex/e He CXOAMIa Becesast yiblOKa, TOMpayHeso U Jake Kak OyATo BBITSHYJIOCH, YTO MTPU HEOObIY-
HOU (popMme ros1oBbl JIyKOHM Ka3a10Cch MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHBIM.

— Yro ciyumiiocs, JIykoHs? — Clipocul HETPOMKO AHTHIL.

— Kapauyn upzer, — Tak ke Tuxo otBeTis emy JIyKoHsl.

— W 4t0? — He NOoHsT AHTHII.

— A KTO ero 3Haert, — noxai miedamu JIykoHsi. — Bce 3aBUCHT OT TOro, B KAKOM OH HbIHYE
HACTpoeHuu. A, Bce paBHO, — JIyKOHsI ¢ ocafioll MaxHyn pykoil. — [Iponasia HOUb.

KapauyH nosiBuiics BHe3aIHo.

BHavane AHTHUITY MTOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH 3aMETHJI JIETKOE KoeOaHKe BO3IyXa YyTh B CTOPOHE OT
KOCTpa. 3aTeM ThMa yIJIOTHWIIACH U MTPUOoOpesia O4epTaHusl YeI0BeYeCcKo (pUrypsl. AHTHUII HE yce
Y JI0 TIATH COCUMTATh, @ TEMHBIA MPU3PAK YK€ MaTepPUATU30BAJICS B CYIIECTBO, IOXOkee HA OUYEHb
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BBICOKOTO M HEMMOBEPHO XYJIOTO YeJIOBEKA C JUIMHHBIMU PyKaMH U MPOBAJIMBIIKMMCS KkuBOoTOM. HO
MIPY BCEH BHEIIHEW CXOXECTH C YeJIOBEKOM YEeJIOBEYECKOro B HEM ObUIO MEHbIIE, YeM B JIIOOOM U3
CHJEBILIMX Y KOcTpa MepTBsKOB. OT Bcel rosioil purypsl KapauyHa Besio 3aMOTMIIBHBIM XOJIOIOM U
y’acoM CMEpTH, HEOTBPATUMOM, KaK yAap 3aHECEHHOTO TOMOopa.

BckunyB pyky BBepx, KapauyH BBIXBaTUJI M3 TEMHOTHI YEPHBIH TIaI] M OOEPHYJ €0 BOKPYT
cBoeit royioit purypbl. OTOPOCHB € JIUIIA JJTUHHBIC KUAKUE BOJIOCH CEPO-CTAIBLHOTO 11BeTa, KapauyH
OKMHYJI BCEX COOPABIIMXCS TSKEIIBIM B3IJISIOM MaJIeHbKHUX, ITyOOKO MOCAXKEHHBIX I71a3.

— Hy, 4ro, oTpoabe, — Mporeans oH, MOYTH Ha pazkuMasi ry0. — [HueTe moTuxoHeuKy?

Huxkro emy He orBeThII.

Ha Kapauyn u He xgay HuKakoro otseta. [logoias K KocTpy, OH yIapoM HOTM OMPOKHUHYJI
CTOSIBIIMY PSIIOM C HUM KoTeJ ¢ yaeM. [ToiimaB B3ris110M JIyKOHIO, KOTOPBIH MOMBITAJICS OBUIO CITPsi-
TaThCs 32 CIIMHY CUJEBLIETO PsIOM C HUM MepTBsiKa, KapauyH KpuBO ycMexXHYJICS:

— W b1, BBIPOAOK, 371€Ch OOBSBUIICS.

JIykoHs1 HEPBHO CITIOTHYJI U KOPOTKO KUBHYJI.

— Tebe-To urto 31ech Hy)kHO? — npogokan Kapauyn. — CBoux OECOBCKUX Jiesl He XBaTaer?

— Jla g TaK... — onpaBabIBasch, pa3een pykamu JIykoHs. — B roctu 3a6exarn. .. Henagonro. ..
JIyKOHSI IPOBOPHO BCKOYMII HA HOTH, CIIOBHO COOMPAsICh TYT ke OekaTh MPOovb OTCIOAA.
— B roctu. .. — CKpuBHMBIIMCH, TIepeipa3Hui ero KapauyH. — Harmen cebe apyseri.

KapauyHn ¢ pa3zmaxa ygapuii KyjJakoM B I'OJIOBY OJHOTO U3 MEPTBSIKOB, U I0J10Ba, OTBAJIMBILUCH
C CyXUM TPECKOM OT TYJIOBUIIIA, TIOKATUJIACh Ky/1a-TO B KYCThl. MEpTBSK ylaJl Ha CIIUHY U CYAOPOKHO
3aJeprajl KOHEYHOCTSIMHU.

— Mpas3b, — ¢ oTBpaleHueM CIutioHy Ha 3emumio KapauyH. — OTpozbe, Hi Ha 4TO He CITIOCOOHOE.

— 3auem siBwics, KapauyH? — ¢ HEOXKUIAHHOM JIepP30CThIO0 0OPATUIICS K HOYHOMY TOCTIO YITBIPh
1o umeHu O33Mo3HuC.

— A Ttebe 4uto 3a aeno? — orpe3HyJIcs KapauyH.

I'maza O33mMo03uca CBEPKHY/IM HEZOOPHIM OrHEM. YTIBIPb 37I00HO OCKAIMJICS, OOHaKas THUJIBIE,
cTepImecs, HO BCe elle ClIOCOOHbIE BIIEMUTHCS B TOPJIO MPOTUBHUKY KJIBIKH.

Brpouem, camoro Kapauyna peakiuss O33mo3uca coBeplIeHHO He BoHOBasia. OH Jaxe He
B3IJISTHYJT HA YIIBIPSL.

— JlaBHO MOpa pa3orHaTh STOT IMPUTOH BHIPOXKIEHIIEB, — TPOIIMIIEN OH CKBO3b 3yObl M OTJISTHYJICS
10 CTOPOHAM, I, HAa KOM OB ellle COPBaTh CBOIO 3JI0CTb.

He naiing nocroitHoro npotuBHMKa, KapauyH npucen Ha KOPTOUKM BO3JIE KOCTPA, MOJIOKUB
JIOKTH Ha KOJIEHU TaK, YTO CBECUBILIMECS BHU3 KUCTH PYK MMOYTH KACAIUCh 3EMJIU.

OH npocuzen Tak MUHYT JECSTh, OITYCTUB T'OJIOBY M IJIss B 3eMili0. Bokpyr napuiia mepreas
THIIMHA, CJIBIITHO OBUIO TOJIBKO, KaK OBIOTCS O 3eMJTIO KYJIAKH U CTOMBI 00€3IIaBIeHHOTO MEPTBSIKA.

Buesanno KapauyH BCKUHYIT TOJIOBY M BHITSIHYJI PYKY BIEpel, HalleJIUB JAJIMHHBIN yKa3aTellb-
HBII TaJiel] Ha AHTHUIA.

— A 370 elnie KTO Takor? — MouTy BeIKpUKHYJ KapauyH.

AHTHII, BCe 3TO BpeMs NONTYJIeKaBUIMIA Ha CTYIIEHAX CKJIENa U CTapaBLIMIACS OCTaTbCs HE3aMe-
YEHHBIM, TTOHSJI, YTO CKPbIBAThCS JaJiee CMBbICIA HET. BoinmpsAMuBIINCh, OH IocMoTpen B ria3a Kapa-
YyHY.

BcerperuBimcs ¢ X0M0IHBIM B3IVISAOM HENOABUKHBIX IV1a3 CTPAHHOIO IMIOTYCTOPOHHETO CYIIe-
CTBa, AHTHII TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK TOT OyKBaJIbHO Mapaan3yeT ero. KoHeuHOCTH mapHst CKoBal MOTHJIb-
HbIA x051071. [I03BOHOUHMK MpeBpaTHICS B A€PEBSHHBIN KOJ1. B rosioBe nomisut Tyman. Meiciu mmyTa-
JIMCh Y YCKOJB3aJIM, CJIOBHO PHIOCIITIKM HA METKOBOJIBE.

— Tol KTO Takoi? — MeUIeHHO TIOBTOPUJI CBOH Boripoc KapauyH, oOpariasick Ha 3TOT pa3 K
caMOMy AHTUILY.

— Kro? — ronoc AnTuna efsa He copBajics Ha dasbiieT. [Toatomy, nmpex/ie yemM MpoaoIKUTh,
OH CJieJTall TIay3y W HaOpaJsl MOHYI0 TPYIb BO3ayXa: — A caM-TO Thl KTO Oy/ieln?
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Bmecro orBera KapauyH ynepcss CBOMMU JUIMHHBIMA PYKaMH B 3€MJIIO U, HE TOJHUMASACh C
KOPTOUEK, MO-JIATYIIa4YbH MPHITHYI Briepe. 151 TOro 4to0bl JoOpaThest 10 AHTHIA, eMY HYKHO ObLIO
caenath qBa Oosbimx mpbbkka. Ho mpexne, yem KapadyH ycriesn mpbirHyTh BO BTOPOM pa3, AHTHII
BBIJIEPHYJI M3-32 TOJICHUINIA ¥ BBICTABUII Tepes codor HoX. KapadyH 3amep Ha Mecte, onvpasich Ha
KPEIKO CKaTble Ky/JIaKU U MIOKAuMBasiCh B HEYCTOWYMBOM PABHOBECHUM.

— Enie Bompocs ecTb? — mpoLieini CKBO3b 3yObl AHTHII.

— MasbuMK XO4eT ITOUrpaTh, — YCMEXHYJICS, HE IBUrasCh ¢ MecTa, KapauyH. — Majbuuk BeAaeT
ce0s1 32 BECTHUKA CMEPTH.

— OH U ecTb BECTHUK CMEpTH! — HE CIep:KaBILIUCh, BHIKPUKHY.I JIykoHs. — [locmoTpu Ha ero
HOX!

Cros Ha yeTBepeHbKax, KapauyH nogascs Briepel, Tak 4To ero AJMHHBIA HOC TIOYTH KOCHYJICS
€/1Ba 3aMETHO IMOJPArMBaIOIIEro OCTPUS HOXa, KOTOPHIY Aepkall B pyke AHTUIL. OCTaBasiCh B TaKOM
JOBOJIBHO-TAKH HEYJOOHOM TOJIOXKEHUH, OH HAKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY CHavyaJIa BJIEBO, 4 3aTeM BITPABO, YTOObI
OCMOTPETb HOX CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— BepHo, — cka3zas KapauyH, cHOBa oI1ycKasich Ha KOPTOUKU. — DTO HOX BECTHUKA cMepTH. [la
TOJIBKO JIEPKUT €ro pyKa OOBIYHOTO YeJIOBeKa.

— §1 BecTHUK cMepTH! — KPUKHYJI AHTHII, C TPYAOM 3aCTaBJisisl CBOM IOJIOC HE JPOKAaTh.

— Jla urto TbI roBopHilb! — KapauyH No-NTHYbK HAKJIOHWII TOJIOBY K IUieuy. — M cKosbko ke
AYII Thl yCHIeN 3aryOuTh?

Ha mruoBenne AHTHI pacTepsjics, HE 3Has, KAKOe YMCJIO Ha3BaTh: JECATh, CTO WIN, MOXKET
OBITH, THICSUY?

— MHoro! — ¢ BbI30BOM OTBETHJI OH Ha Borpoc KapauyHa, Tak ¥ He pUJs HU K KAKOMY peltie-
HUIO. — 5 He cunTa!

KapauyH cHOBa ciierka nogascs Brepes U THXo, ¢ 4yBCTBOM ITPOU3BHEC:

— Bperus.

— ITouemy 310 51 Bpy? — cTaparesbHO M300pa3iil HeIoyMeHe AHTHIL.

— [Motomy 4TO 5 He UyI0 32 TOOOUN HU OHOM 3aryOJICHHOM JIyIITH, — BCE TaK e MPOHUKHOBEHHO
0OBsICHUJ eMy CcBOIO no3uiuio KapauyH. — A B 3TOM MHe HeT paBHBIX. BOT X0Th y Hero cnpocu, —
B3IVIs1I0M yKazai KapauyH Ha JIykoHo.

AHTUT yAMBJIEHHO MMOCMOTPEN Ha 3aMepIIero OeceHka.

— Hy uto, Maspumk, — cHoBa oOparwmics Kk Antumy KapauyH. — CaM oTnaib HOX WIM MHE
MIPUIETCS CUJION y TeOsI ero oToOparh?

— 41 nomxkeH orgarh HOXK BECTHUKY CMEPTH, — IPOXPUIIE] BHE3AIMHO MEPECOXIIUM TOPJIOM
AHTHII

Bupns, yro Hamyrate KapadyHa HOKOM He yZnaercs, OH CyHYJ HOX 3a TOJICHUIIE, JaBas TEM
CaMbIM MOHATH, YTO Pa3roBOP Ha JAHHYIO TEMY 3aKOHYEH.

— Moxenb 1 MHe OT/aTh, — cKa3ai KapauyH. — Pa3HuIbl HUKAKOIl.

— U nocse 3Toro Tkl Jaiiib MHE YUTH? — C HAJEKA0M CIPOCHT AHTHIIL.

— Hy, 310 Bpsan 1, — yemexnyiica KapauyH. — [Tocie 3T0ro Mbl HEMHOIO noBecesiuMes. A ere
s1 COOMPAIOCh BBISICHUTh, KTO T€OsI CI0/1a TIPUTAIITHIL.

AnTUn O6bICTpO MIsAHYN Ha JIYKOHIO M e1Ba He MPOIYCTHJI MOMEHT, Korjaa Kapauyn kuHyscs
Ha Hero.

— Beperuch, AHTUI! — TPOH3UTENHHO 3aKpUYaT OECEHOK.

OOepHyBIIUCh, AHTUI YBUZAEN JIETAIIYI0 HA HETO TEMHYIO T€Hb. AHTHUIT WCIIBITAJT Jaxe He
CTpax, a 3aBOPAXUBAIOIIYIO ITTyOMHHYIO JKyTh, KaK BO CHE, KOT/Ia YyBCTBYEIIb OJIM30CTh CMEPTEIbHON
OIMACHOCTHU Y TIPY 3TOM HE MOXEIIb JIaXe MaJbleM MOIIeBENIUTb, YTOOBI OMBITaThCs criacTuch. OH
TOJIBKO CMOI' OTKMHYTBLCS Ha3all, a pyKa ero MeJUICHHO, ITPEO00IEBast KOJIOCCAJIbBHOE CONPOTUBIICHHE
COOCTBEHHO IJIOTH, TOTSIHYJIACh K TOpYaIllel U3-3a ToJIeHUIa pyKosSTKe Hoxxa. Pyka efBa noTsHy-
Jack 10 Oenpa, Korjaa TeHb KapauyHa Hakpblia ero. AHTHIT TIOUyBCTBOBAJI, KaK Y HETo MepexBaTUIIo
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abIxaHue. ['pyab CIOBHO CIABUJIO IIMPOKUM METaUTHUeCKM 00010M. CMepTenbHbIN yKac Mapaiu-
30BaJ co3HaHue. 13 nocneanux cuin AHTUI TOTSHYJICS 32 HOKOM, HO pyKa He ciyaniack ero. C yxa-
CaloLLEeH SICHOCTBI0O AHTHII TIOHSLJI, UTO JIOJKEH YMEPETh, HO HEOXKUIAaHHO MTOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK JIaJIOHU
€ro KOCHYJICS POXJIAAHbIN METAJUT BUTON PYKOSITKM HOXka. Kak HOX OKazasics y Hero B pyke? AHTHUII
HE TMOHMMAJI 3TOTO U He COOMpaJICs ceiyac JoMaTh roJIoBy HaJ 3TUM BompocoM. Bmecte ¢ mpukoc-
HOBEHHMEM PYKOSITKHM HOXa K pyKe BepHyJach Obutas ciiia. He Tepsisi BpeMeHu MoHamnpacHy, AHTHUI
TIOJIHSIT PYKY Tepell cOO0M U KpecT-HaKpeCT paccek OJEeCTSAMM Jaxe B MOJTHON TEMHOTE KJIMHKOM
0OBOJIAKMBAIOIIMI €r0 MpakK.

C nymepaszaupaioimmym BOeM, KOTOPBI, Ka3aJloCh, 3By4all OJHOBPEMEHHO CO BCEX CTOPOH, TEM-
HOTA OTILIATHYJIACh OT AHTHIIA, M OH CHOBA YBU/JIEJ KOCTEP M BCE TaK e HEMOABUKHO CUSIIEE BOKPYT
Hero HaBbe. [logHsABIIMCE ¢ 3eMJTM, AHTUII MTOJTHOM TPYAbIO BAOXHYJI IPOXJIaJHbIII HOYHOW BO3.YX,
MIPONUTAHHBIN 3arlaXxaMM ChIPOU 3eMJIH, ITPEJION TPaBbl U MOTUJIbHBIX 1IBETOB.

UepHast TeHb yraja Ha 3eMJII0 U, 0OpeTs IJI0Th, CHOBa TipeBparwiachk B Kapauyna. [ymieryo
Jie’KaJl Ha CIMHE, paCKUHYB PYKHM B CTOPOHBI U CYJOPOKHO NOAkaB KojieHu. 3 rpyau ero, pacnosno-
COBAHHOW JIBYMsI ITyOOKMMU pa3pe3aMu, COYMJICS 3eJI€HOBATHIN TyMaH, OCEJAIONINiA BHU3 U CTEJIO-
LIUICA 10 3EMIIE.

AHTUT yIUBJIEHHO TIOCMOTPEN Ha CBOIO PYKY, B KOTOPOH Bce elnle ObLT 3a)KaT HOX BECTHHKA
cMeptH. YTo Ob1 HU TOBOPHIIU MPO ITOT HOXK, HO HA 3TOT pa3 OH crac AHTHITY KU3Hb. YJIOBUB MBIC-
JIEHHBII IIPUKa3 X035IMHA, OH KAKMM-TO Uy/IOM OKa3aJICsl y HETO B PyKe U caM CZieJ1ajl BCE, YTO OT HETO
TpedoBasiock. CooOpa3uB, YTO MPOU3OIILIO, AHTHIT TOYYBCTBOBAJ PAOCTh, CMEIIAHHYIO CO CTPaXOM.
B pykax y Hero HaxogujIoCh TPO3HOE OpYXHe, CIOCOOHOE YOMBATh, MOAUUHSISACH J1aKe HEOCO3HAH-
HBIM KEJaHUSAM CBOETo X03siMHa. Tenepp, Korna AHTHUIT TO3HAJ CUJTy HOXKa BECTHUKA CMEPTH, BECh
BOIPOC 3aKJII0YAJICS] B TOM, CyMEET JI1 OH TOTYMHHUTH HOXK ceOe WIIU jKe HOXK 3aBJIaJIeeT ero JyIIou,
MPEeBPaTHUB B XJIaAHOKPOBHOTO YOHHILY.

— D1, mapeHp, — AepHY AHTHUIIA 3a PyKaB OKa3aBIIMKCS psAaAoM ¢ HUM JlykoHs. — Tel nomiro
coOMpaeIbcs Tak CTOSITh?

AHTHII BHOBb NepeBen B3I Ha noBepxkeHHoro Kapauyna. To, 4To MUHYTY Ha3aj Ka3anioch
MEPTBBIM TEJIOM, BHOBb HAUAJI0 OOPETATh KU3Hb. VM e TOJIbKO BUAMMOCTD XKU3HU, KAKOBOH, HAaBep-
HOE, 1 SIBJISIOCH 10 CYTH CBOEH CyllecTBoBaHuMe oo Heunctu. Teno KapadyHa cynopoxHo nep-
rajgoch, TO TiepeBOpaurBasich Ha OOK, TO CHOBa Majas Ha cruHy. BHe3amHo koctisiBbie pyku Kapa-
YyHa C pacTONbIPEHHBIMU MaJIbLIAMU, TIOX0KUMHU Ha TOHKHE, CyXHUe CyUKH, B3JIETEIM BBEPX. 3aMepeB
HAa MFHOBEHHE B TAaKOM TOJIOKEHUHM, OHM 3aTeM CHOBA Yy BHU3, OOXBATUB JIQJOHSIMU BCKPHITYIO
HOXOM Ipyab. 30 pra KapauyHa BbipBasicsi TOpTaHHbIN KPUK, OTHOBPEMEHHO C KOTOPBIM OH CIaBUJI
Ipylb pyKaMu, CBOJsl BMECTE Kpasi paH.

— Hy? — cHOBa TpeGoBaTebHO JepHYJI AHTUMA 32 pyKaB JIyKOHS.

— Yt0? — HEeMoOHMMaIOIIe TIISIHY/T Ha OeCeHKa MapeHb.

KapauyH psIBKOM MOAHSIICS HA HOTH U orvisifencs 1o cropoHam. Kasanocsk, oH Bee ele 1maoxo
MOHUMAaJI, T/Ie OH HAXOAUTCS U YTO ¢ HUM Npou301io. OH NOIHSI PyKy U MEIJIEHHO MPOBEJI JIaJ10-
HBIO IO JiHILy. B3rsz ero mposicHuiics 1 6e3 npomeyieHus oTbicKan AHTumna. KapauyH ockanuics u
TOMBITAJICS YTO-TO CKA3aTh, HO U3 rOpjia €ro BIPBAJICS TOJIBKO HEWIEHOPA3IEJIbHbIN KJIEKOT U XPHIL.

— bexum! — npoH3uTenbHO BCKPUKHYI JIYKOHS M, HE AOKUIAACh peakiMi AHTUIIA HA CBOW
MPU3BIB, KUHYJICS B KYCTHI.

Henonro mymasi, AHTHIT IOAXBATH CBOW MEIIOK M TOOEsKaIT CJIeIOM 32 OECEHKOM.

JleficTBrE KOJIIOBCKOTO Yasi TIOMOTaJIO TMAPHIO BHIOMpATh AOPOTY BO Mpake, KOTOPBI He ObLT
IJIs1 HETO HENPOIJISAHBIM. AHTHUII SICHO, XOTSI M B HEOOBIYHOM, KaXKYIIEMCsI CTPAaHHBIM 3€JICHOBATOM
CBETE, BUJIEJ KyCTbl, TEMHBIE ITPOBAJIbI MOTHJI, IOKOCUBIIIMECS] MOTMJIbHBIE KAMHU U J1a)K€ HETIOHST-
Hbl€ MIIChMEHA Ha HMX, HO BCE PABHO HE MOT YTHAThCS 3a JIOBKUM M 10pKuM JIyKkoHEl, KOTOpblil He
pocTo Oesxast 0e3 ONISIIKY, a TIETISUI, CJIOBHO 3as11, YXOAAIIMIA OT coOak. [TponamMbpIBasich ¢ TpecKoM
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CKBO3b 3apOC/IM KyCTapHUKA, AHTUI HE MOT TIOHSITh, CJIBIIIUT JIX OH Ha CaMOM JieJie IIIyM U KPUKU
MPUOTKAIOIIEHCS TIOTOHH WIIU K€ €My TO TOJBKO KaxXeTcsl.

AHTHD efBa ycries 3aMeTHTh, Kak JIyKOHS1, HAKJIOHUBIIKICH, IOPKHYJT B HU3KYIO JIBEPILY MaJIeHb-
KOTO CKJICTTMKA, HATMOJIOBUHY MPOBAIUBILETOCS MO 3eMJTI0. AHTHUITY [UIsl TOTO, YTOOBI 3aryIsIHYTh B
IBEpb, MPUIIUIOCH BCTATh HA YeTBEPEHbKU. UTO HAXOOUIOCHh BHYTPHU CKJIeTa, AHTUI paCCMOTPETh He
CMOT, OH TOJIBKO YCJIBIIIIAJI KAKYIO-TO BO3HIO M HAIIPSKEHHOE COTICHHE.

— JIyKoHSI, — HErPOMKO MO3BaJT CBOETO IMPOBOXKATOrO AHTHII.

— Jle3b 3a MHOM, — TPO3BYYAJI OTKY/IA-TO U3/aJieKa Tojoc OeceHKa.

AHTUD MOYyBCTBOBaJ coMHeHue. CKiler, KOTOPhIA CKOpee BCero He MMeNl JIPyroro BBIXOJA,
BOBCe He Kazasics AHTuIy Oe3onacHbM yoexumeM. OnHako y JIykoHuM Ha cell cueT, oXoxe, UMeJIOoCh
MHOE MHEHHeE.

BcraB Ha yeTBepeHbKHM, AHTHUIT 3aTOJKHY/I B CKJIETI MEIIOK CO CBOMMU TOKUTKAMHU, a 3aTeM U
caM € TPyAOM MIPOTUCHYJICS B Y3KYIO Bepb. OKa3aBIICh BHYTPH, OH IOIONI3 BIepe]], OPUEHTUPYSICh
Ha 3BYKH, IPOU3BOAUMBIE JIyKOHEI.

Bckope AHTUT TOUYBCTBOBAI, UTO PYKH €r0 YITUPAIOTCS yXKe HE B XOJIOIHbIE KAMEHHBIE TUTUTHI,
BBICTHJIAIONIHE TIOJT CKJIETIA, a B CHIPYIO 3eMuTio. [1o G0Kam OT Hero ObUIM TaKue e 3eMJISTHbIE CTEHBI,
uX AHTHII TO U JIeJo 3ajieBail iedyamu. Korja ke OH MONbITaJICS MPUIIOAHATH TOJIOBY, TO yHepcs
3aTBUTKOM B HU3KMH cBojl. Cy/isi 1o BceMy, B CKJlerie Opajt Haualo MOA3EMHBIH XOJI, O CyIIeCTBOBAHUM
KOTOpOro ObLI0 M3BeCTHO JIyKOHe. XOTS ¢ TAaKMM K€ YCIIEXOM 3TO MOT OKa3aThCs Jia3, MPOPHITHIH
KaKUM-HUOY/Ib 3BepeM, 0OOCHOBABIIMMCS Ha 3a0pOIIEHHOM KJIaJ0uIIIe.

Kax 6b1 TaM HY OBUTO, TPYJOB CO3AATENb J1a3a HOTPATHII HeMaJIo. [{TMHa MPOPBITOro MO 3eMJIeH
MYTH OKa3aJiach BHYIIUTEILHOW. AHTUI HE OpaJiCsl ONPEIEIUTh C TOUHOCTBIO, HO CYMTAI, UTO MPO-
T0J13 HE MEHBIIIE BEPCTHI, [TOKA BIIEpeIy He 3a0pe3:KIT CIa0bli, eBa pa3InIUMBbII CyMEPEUHBIH CBET.

BriOpaBimch u3 na3za, AHTHIT TIOOHSUICS Ha HOTH UM TIOTPSIC TOJIOBOW, YTOOBI M30ABUTHCS OT
HaOMBIIENCS B BOJIOCH 3€MJIH.

To 51 HOYb caenanack TeMHee, TO JIM ISUCTBUE KOIOBCKOTO Yasi Hauasio ocnabeBarh, TOJBKO,
OCMOTPEBIINCH 10 CTOPOHAM, AHTHUII CMOI ONpPEAEIUTh JIMIIb TO, YTO HAXOAWUTCS HA TECYaHOU
oTMes. XOTSl M B 3TOM €My IOMOIJIO HE CTOJIbKO 3PEHHUE, CKOJIBKO CJIyX, YJOBUBIIMK HErPOMKOE
XKypuaHue BOIbI U CKPHIT TIECKa T0]] HOTaMH.

— Otkyna 3z1ech BoAa? — YOMBICHHO OOpaTWiCs AHTUIT K CTOSIBIIEMY HETOAAJIEKY OT HEero
Jlykone.

— Peka, — KOpOTKO OTBETHII OECEHOK.

— Cocenka? — ere Oosbliie yIUBUICS AHTUIIL.

Huuero He oreetus, JIykoHs 11071€3 B 3apOCiM KaMBblIlIa.

— MbI He MorM Tak OBICTPO AOOPATHCS 10 PeKU! — YBEpEeHHO 3as1BUII AHTHIL, criefys 3a JIyko-
Hell.

— 51 e roBopwmt TeOe, UTO Ha KJIaJOUIIe TIOJHO BOAWIOK, — He 000paunBasiCh, OTBETUII EMY
JlykoHs1. — 1 4yXuX MOTHJI, KOTOpBIE JTydllle OOXOAUTH CTOPOHOM.

— 41 3TOrO HE MOHMMAIO, — IMOKAYa/I TOJIOBOU AHTHIL.

— A Heyero 371ech IOHUMaTh, — OTBETHJI eMy JIykoHs. — Jlydine nomoru MHe.

AHTUD BolIeN B BOAY U, MPOTSHYB PYKYy BIEPEd, YXBATHICS 3a JEPEBSHHBIA OOPT JIOOKH.
[TaTsACh, BHITAIAI JIOAKY M3 3apOC/Iei KaMblllla Ha OTKPBITYIO BOJLY.

— Yro Teneps? — COpOCHII OH Y MOYTH HEBUIUMOTO B TEMHOTE OeCeHKa.

— Tenepb caguMcs B JIOOKY Y IUIBIBEM, — OTBETUIT JIyKOHS.

— Kyna?

— BHU3 110 TeyeHuo.

— Ilocnymiaii, MHE HyKHO K 3arpygam. . .

— Ecnm He Xodennb IJIBITh CO MHOM, — He JOCTyaB, nepeoun AHtuna JIykoHs, — MOXeIlb
OCTaBaThCs 3/1eCh M XKJaTh, KOrAa U3 ja3a BbiOepercs: KapauyH.
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Ckazas 310, JIyKoHS 1071e3 B JIOJKY.

— JlagHO, — 1oXaJ rnjie4aMu AHTHIT M, KUHYB B JIOOKY MEIIOK, Iepeniaruys yepe3 HU3Kui 0opT.

— Camuch Ha Becrnia, — TYT ke pacniopsianics JIlykoHs. — Haierock, 4to rpederiisb Th Tydilie, 4eM
oOpaIlaenibesi ¢ HOKOM.

34



A. Kanyrun. «BectHuk cmepti»

I'naBa 4

AHTHI HaJleras Ha Becya, a CUAEBIINIA Ha KopMe JIyKOHsI G0ApbIM roJIOCOM OT/IaBajl KOMaH/IbI:

— DHepruyHee JieBbiM BecsioM!.. Emie!.. Tenepsb npaBbiM! BricTpee padoTtail mpaBbsiM Becaom!..

Bokpyr crosina Takas TbMa, YTO HEe BHJHO OBLIO Aaxke Oeperos, U y AHTHIA CKJIaJbIBAIOCh
BIIEYATJICHUE, YTO JIMOO JIOZIKA IUIBIBET 110 KAKOW-TO OYEHb Y3KOH, OECKOHEYHO METISIONIEH POTOKe,
60 OECeHOK TMONpPOCTy M3zAeBaics Hajg HUM. OJIHAKO BBICKA3bIBATh CBOE MPEATONOKEHUE BCIYX
Anrun noocrepercsi. Kak 61 Tam Hu Ob1710, JIyKoHS cniac eMy Ku3Hb, yBeast ot KapadyHa, u ceftuac,
KOTJJa OHM IUJIbJIM HEM3BECTHO KyJa, AHTUITY BOBCE HE XOTEIOCh OPTUTh C OECEHKOM OTHOILIEHHUS.
JIunib ogHax bl AHTHI poOKO Npeuiokua JIykoHe Ha BpeMsl CeCTh Ha Becja, Ha YTO TOT OTBETUI
PEIIUTENILHBIM OTKA30M. XOPOLIO EIIle, YTO TUIBITh HYKHO OBLIO 110 TEYEHHIO, a HE TPOTUB HETO, NHaUe
K TOMY BpPEMeHH, KOT/ia Ha Kpalo HeOa 3a0pe3Kuil pacCBeT, AHTUII COBEPLIEHHO BHIOWJICS Obl M3 CUIL.

Korpa ere He B3o1me/iee conHIie pa3orHaio KPOMEIIHbI MpaKk HaCTOJIBKO, YTO TEMHOE HeOO
IIPUOOPEIIO CepOBAThI OTTEHOK, AHTHIT CMOT' PACCMOTPETb, UTO JIOAKA IUIBIBET IO IIMPOKOW MOTHO-
BOJIHOM peke. PaccTosiHre Mexk 1y XOMMUCTHIMU OeperaMu, MOpOCHIMMH PEAKMMHI HEBBICOKUMH Jiepe-
BbsIMH, COCTaBJISIJIO HE MEHEE YEThIPEXCOT JIOKTEH.

— 910 He CoceHka! — MPUIOIHSABIINCH CO CKAMbU, U3YMJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI AHTHII.

— A s 1 He TOBOpHJI, YTO MBI IIbIBEM 10 CoceHke, — pe30HHO 3ameT1 JIyKoHs.

— To1 oOerman BEIBECTH MeHs K 3ampyaam, — ¢ yIpeKoM MPOu3HeC AHTHIIL.

— Korza 3710 06110, — OecrieuHo MaxHy.1 pyKOi OECEHOK.

— Tb1 oOMmanyn MeHs !

— Thl TOXE CKa3aJl MHe, YTO Thl BECTHUK CMEPTH, — TYT ke napupoBai Jlykons. — 1 u3-3a sroro
Hac oboux 4yTh ObUIO He ocTas KapauyH. 9710 13-3a TeOs MHE IPUIIUIOCH criacaThest 6erctBom!

Ha 310 AHTHny Bo3pasuth ObUI0 Hedero. OH CHOBA OITCTHJICS HA CKaMbIO U B3sUJICS 32 BECIa.

— I'ne Ml ceityac? — cripocuit oH 'y JIyKOHH.

— Jlaneko, — KOpOTKO OTBETHII Oec.

— Jlaneko oT 4ero? — MomnbITaJICsA YTOUHUTh AHTHIIL.

— Or Bcero, — orBetu JIykoHs. — OT 3a0pomeHHoro Kiaaouia, ot 3anpyq, ot Ycros... Yro
KOHKPETHO TeOs1 uHTepecyeT?

— Kak MrbI 31ecs okazanuch?

— TeOs kakas Bepcusi OoJIbllIe yCTPaUBaeT: PO JbIPKU B IPOCTPAHCTBE, PO UHbIE U3MEPEHU S
WJIY TIPO BOAWJIOK ? — €XUHO MouHTepecoBajics JIyKoHs.

AHTHI OOMXEHHO HACYNHJICS M HUYETO HEe OTBETHJL.

CorHue NOAHAIOCh Hajl ITPaBbIM OeperoM peku, OKpacuB BOAY B PO30BATHIN 1BET.

— Kak mHe Hazaz nomnacts? — cripocul AHTHIIL.

— IloBopauuBaii k JeBoMy Oepery, — ckazai JIyKoHs, jenast BUJI, YTO He YCJIbIIIAJ 3a/1aHHBIN
eMy BOIpoC.

AHTUI NOCITYIIIHO UCTIOJHUII KOMaH/AY, HaJIesiCh, YTo Ha Oepery JIyKoHs1 HAKOHEL-TO OOBSACHUT
€My, UTO K YeMy.

EnBa nonka TKHy1ach HOCOM B PUOPEXHBII MecoK, JIyKOHsI IPOBOPHO BHIIIPLITHYJ U3 HEe Ha
Oeper.

AHTHI cobpascsi ObUIO MOCNEeOBaTh 32 HUM, HO JIyKOHSI KECTOM BeJesl €My OCTaBaThCs B
JIOJIKe.

— 31ech BbICAKMBAIOCh TOJIBKO $1, — CKa3as Oec.

— A Kak ke 17 — yIUBJIEHHO pa3Besl pyKaMmu AHTHIIL.

— A Tebe aanbliie MIbITh, — ycMexHyJ1cs JIyKoHs.

— Tb1 Opocaerb MeHs?

— A moyemy, COOCTBEHHO, 51 JIOJKEeH TeOs1 COITPOBOKIATH?
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— Ho 181 %e oOemas MeHs POBOIUTh, — HAMIOMHUJI JIyKOHe ero oberianue AHTHIL

— Kro xe Bepur Oecy, — ycmexHyscs JIlykoHsi. OH BBITPSAMUIICS, TTOAOOUYEHWICS U Jake Kak
OyITO cAenaycs Bblllle pOCTOM. — Thl UTO, JAyMaellb, s JEUCTBUTEIILHO MPUHSLT TeOsl 32 BECTHUKA
cmeptr? Jla MHE ¢ caMoro Havasa sicHO ObLJIO, UTO ThI IIPOCTO JI0 CMEPTH MEePEnyTraHHbIi MaTbYMIIKA,
K KOTOpOMY CJTyYaifHO ITOTIaJI IPOKJISTBHIN HOX. Thl Bellb Jaske He 3HaJI, KaK C HUM HY)KHO oOpararhcsi!
Thb1 OOsIICS ¥ TOrO HOXA, M ceOs caMoro, O3TOMY | Oekal Kyaa rasa msiast! 9 Beap U K KocTpy
TeOs1 ITPUBEJT TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, UTO JKaJIKO Tebs1, onyxa, craso. He qymai, uro u KapauyH siButcs Tyaa
cerofnsi. [Ipu3HaThCS, Tl MEHS YIMBUJI — HE JlyMaJl, YTO CyMeellb 3aBaJIUTh 3TOro Oyras. B koHie
KOHIIOB, I BBIBEJI TeOsI ¢ 3a0pOIIEHHOTO KJIaJOMIINA, a Thl MHE 32 9TO JIake CracuO0 He CKazall.

— 4 wen x 3anpygam, — HamOMHWI AHTHII.

— W yro panpiie? — HacMenIMBO nocMoTpen Ha Hero JIykoHs. — C HOKOM BECTHMKa CMepTU
3a rOJICHUIIEM Thl HA Ha OJHOM MECTE J0JITO He MPOCUANIIb!

— YT0 )€ MHe Teneps JesaTh? — e/1Ba JIM He CO CJIe3aMU B ToJ10Cce CIPOCH AHTHIIL.

— IlnpiBU nanbie, — ykasan Ha peky JlykoHs. — W cBoe Mecto B 3ToM Mupe!

— 41 Xo4y BepHYTbCSI JOMOW.

— A 310 y) He Mos1 3a00Ta, — YCMEXHYBIIIUCh, MOKavyas royioBoi JIykons. — 51 Oec, a He aHren-
XPaHUTEIb.

— Cam-TO ThI TENEpb KyAa? — COPOCHUT AHTHII.

— ¥V MeHs cBoM Jiena, — ymen ot orsera JIykons. — becoBckue.

— MoxHo MHe ¢ ToO0#? — 6e3 0coO0ii HaJekKIbl CIPOCHIT AHTHIIL.

— A, mycroii pa3roBop!

JIyKOHSI yXBaTWIICSl pyKaMu 3a HOC JIOJKH U JIETKO, 03 BUIUMbIX YCUJIUN CTOJIKHYJ JIOOKY B
BOLY.

AHTHI BCKOUMIT Ha HOTU. JIO[IKa KOJIBIXHYJIACh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY U €/1Ba HE OITPOKMHYJIACh.

— TeGe Tyna! — MaxHyJ pyKo¥ B HaIIpaBJIHUH MTPOTUBOIIONOKHOTO Oepera JIykons. — Ha atom
Oepery Ha COTHU BEPCT BOKPYT HU OJJHOU KUBOW JIyIIIH.

— Ckaxu XOTb, I7Ie 51 HAXOKYCh? — B OTYasITHUMA KPUKHYJI AHTHII.

— Pexka nasbiBaetcs Conma, — Kak 6ynTo ¢ Heoxotou rpousnec JIykons. — [Ipo Benukue Crenu
cabixan? — JIyKOHsI TONHYJT HOroM 1o 3emJie. — BOT 311ech OHM M HAaUMHAIOTCA. A 110 Apyromy Oepery
rpanutia [omtynHoit Umnepun npoxonut. [IpaBaa, 10 00KUTHIX MECT TaM TOXe He OJIM3KO, HO eCITH
MocTapaenibcs, TO ey M KpoB OThICKaTh cymeelib. Bee. [pomaii.

JIykoHs OBEpHYJICS CIIMHOM K PEKE U PELIMTENIBHO 3alllarajl BBEpX M0 CKJIOHY XOJIMa.

AnTun obuzencst Ha GeceHKa HACTOJIBKO, YTO JIAXKe He CTaJl CMOTPETh eMy BCJIeH, — Cpasy ke
ceJl Ha Becia U BHIrped Ha cepeiuHy pekd. M TOMbKO Koraa CHIIbHOE TeYeHUE TOAXBATUIIO JIOIKY U
TIOHECJIO €€ B TIOJHYI0 HEM3BECTHOCTH [lasib, AHTHIT OPOCHII BeC/a U B OTYasTHUM OOXBATUII TOJIOBY
pykamu. OH paccuuThIBaJI apy HeAEb OTCUAEThCs B PycTepoBe y craporo npusresis oTia, a BMECTO
9TOro okasaicsi Ha rpanuie Benukux Creneit u [TommynHoit Umnepuu. 1151 Toro yToOBI MOMAcTh
B pPOIOHbIC Kpas, eMy HyXHO Obuto nepeceus Bemmkue Crenu. Ho myckaTbesi B myTh, HE MMesl HU
Cpe/CTBa MEPEABUKEHUSI, HU JIOCTATOYHOIO KOJIMYECTBA €bl, Ja K TOMY e €lle U He 3Hasl TOYHOTO
HarpasjieHusi, ObUT0 Obl MoHEeHM O6e3ymueM. He roBopst yk 0 BO3MOKXHOCTH TOMACTh B TUIEH K
JIUKHAM CTEIHSIKaM, OpJIbl KOTOPBIX, €CJT BEPUTh PaccKa3aM KyIIIOB, BCE ele OpOoasT Mo OecKpalHUM
CTEMHbIM [TPOCTOPAM.

Kak cnenyer Bce 06ymaB, AHTUII TIPUIIIENT K BBIBOAY, 4TO JIYKOHS — XOTsI OH Oec, OOMAHIIVK U
HErogHUK ! — roxanyii, ObUI IPaB, COBETYS eMY IPHUCTATh K MPOTUBOMOJIOKHOMY Oepery. Y AHTuna
ObLIO TIpH cebe HEMHOTO JIEHEeT, KOTOphle JAai eMy otell. [Ipu pasyMHOM pacxofioBaHWU MX JOJIKHO
ObLIIO XBaTUTh JHEH Ha JecsTh-IBeHaanarhb. [Io pacckaszam Bce TeX ke KYIIIOB, 30JI0Thie MOHETHI
mMoOO0W YeKaHKU OXOTHO IPUHUMAJIUCH BO Bcex oOnacTsax beckpaitHero mupa. A mo3xe, NI IuIIb, 1
paboTa Kakas MojIBepHeTCsl. AHTHIT Be/Ib HEe TOJIBKO B ToJie paboTaTh yMeJI, HO ellle ¥ CTOJSPHUYA
HETJIOXO0, U JIOM TOJHSTh MOT TIOCOOUTb.
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Mononocty He CBOMCTBEHHO JJOJITO MPeJaBaThCsl YHIHUIO, @ TOTOMY BCKOpEe AHTHII PUILIE K
BBIBOJLY, UTO Jla’ke HETJIoXo OyleT MpOBEeCTH Kakoe-To BpeMs He B Pyctepose, rie eMy ObLT 3HAKOM
ellBa JIM He Kax bl ABOp, a B [TomryHHoi Mniepum, 0 KOTOPOI MHOTO YEro MHTEPECHOTO pacCKasbl-
BaJIY, HO TJie He ObIBAJI HA OIMH U3 AHTHIIOBBIX 3HAKOMBIX. Ecin npeskie AHTUIY HeOObIION ye3 -
HBII TOPOAOK YCTOM € ero sipMapKamu 1 3BEpPUHIIEM MPEACTaBIIsUICS IEeHTpoM BeesleHHo#, To Ternepb
riepe] HIM pacCTUIajICs BECh MUP, U BIIEPBbIE B )KM3HU OH BOJIEH ObLT caM BHIOMpATh ceOe A0pory.

AHTUT IOMHUJT O CBOMX POJHBIX, KOTOpbIE, KOHEUHO *ke, OyIyT OeCIOKOMTHCS, Y3HAaB O TOM,
410 70 PycTepoBa ChiH MX HE JIOIIeN, HO OH PacCUMTHIBAJL, YTO CO BPEMEHEM HaHeT crocod moaarh
UM BECTOUKY O ceOe. A Korja-HuOyIb OH U CaM BEpPHETCSI B YCThIHb, M HE C ITyCTBIMH PYKaMH. . .

Hy, 3nech ¢anTazum AHTHIIA TOHECTHCH B 3alIpeIeNIbHYI0 Jailb. B HUX yXke He TPUCYTCTBOBAJIO
HUKaKOH KOHKPETHKH. be3 Kakoi-100 CBSI3M C peasIbHOCTBI0O AHTUT BOOOpa)as ceOs TO yIauwIMBbIM
KYIIIIOM, CKOJIOTHBIIIMM OTPOMHOE COCTOSIHHE, TO JIMXUM BOSIKOH, GecripuMepHasi XpaOpocTh KOTO-
pOro MpHUHEec/Ia eMy MyHIUP, YChIIIAaHHBI OPJEHAMMU, U IIUTHIE 30JI0TOM I'€HEPAJIbCKUE SIIOJIETHI.

Ho uu ogHy 13 3Tux ¢panTazuili AHTUIY HE yJaBaJoCh JOBECTU /0 CYACTIIMBOIO KOHIA. Bee
BpeMs Mellaja OfiHa-€UHCTBEHHAsl, HO BECbMa CYLIECTBEHHAs JIeTajb — HOX BECTHHKA CMEpTH,
PYKOSITKa KOTOPOTO BBICOBBIBAJIACH M3-3a ToJeHMIIA carora. [Ioka 3TOT MpOKJIATHIA HOX ObUT TPH
HEM, OH OCTaBaJICSl M3rOEM, MHOPOIHBIM TEJIOM, KOTOPOE OOIIECTBEHHBIH OpraHu3M HCTOpray u3
CBOEH CTPYKTYpbl KaK MOTEHIMAIbHBIN (pakTop pucka. CiieoBaTeIbHO, O Kapbepe Ha BpeMs Hy:KHO
ObLTO 3a0bITh. BHAaYasIe OH IOMKEH ObLT HAYYUTHCS JKUTh C HO)KOM BECTHHMKA CMEpPTH, HE TPHBJIE-
Kas K ceOe BHUMAaHHS OKPYKAIOIIMX WM K€ MCIOb3ys 9TO BHUMaHKE C TMOb30u i ceOs. Bro-
past BO3MOXKHOCTb B HAaCTOsIIIIee BPeMs Ka3alachb AHTHUITY BECbMa COMHUTEJIBHOM, HO, OLICHHBasl BCE
IUTIOCHl 1 MUHYCBI CBOETO HBIHELITHETO BECbMa HEOIPEJEJIEHHOIO MOJI0KEHUsI, OH HE XOTeJl OTKAa3bl-
BaThCA Jake OT MpU3pauHbIX maHcoB. CyIIecTBOBA ellle U TPETUIl BAPUAHT BO3ZMOKHBIX JIEHCTBHIA:
TIONBITATHCS] M30ABUTHCS OT HOXkA. Ho Ha HeM AHTHI MoOUTH cpasy ke noctaBui Kpect. [locne Toro
KaK 3HAaKOMCTBO C KJIAJOMIIEHCKON HEKHTHIO €/1Ba HE 3aKOHUWIOCH JJIs1 HEero rudesipio, AHTUI He
MIMeJ HA MaJIEUIIEro JKeJlaHUs1 UICKAaTh BCTPEYH €1e U C BECTHUKOM CMEPTHU. A BO3MOKHOCTb IIPOCTO
BBIOPOCHUTH HOX, TIPEX/Ie Ka3aBIIasicsi AHTUITY BIIOJHE IPUEMJIEMON, TeTleph, B CBETe HEJaBHO MPO-
M3OIIEIINX COOBITHIA, BHIITIsI/IENa KaK camasi YTO HU Ha €CTh HeCyCBeTHas IITynocTsb. Ilocie Toro kak
HOX KakMM-TO Yy/IOM CaM OKa3aJICsl Y Hero B pyke, AHTHI OKOHYATEJIbHO YBEPOBAI B TO, YTO €r0
CBSI3bIBAIOT C HO’KOM €CJIM U HE KOJIIOBCKME Yaphbl, TO HEKHE HE3PUMBIE Y3bl, Pa30pBaTh KOTOPBIE IO
COOCTBEHHOMY KeJIAaHUIO OH ObLT HE B CHJIaX.

[NonoxwB Beca Ha OOpTA JIOAKM, AHTUIT OCTOPOKHO MPHUCIIOHIUII JIAJIOHb K HOTE Y TIOTIBITAJICS
Y€ OCMBICJIEHHO MOBTOPUTD TO, YTO camMo cOOOW MPOM3OIILIO HOUBI0 Ha Kianouine. [TocMoTpeB Ha
BUTYIO PYKOSITKY HO’a, BBICOBBIBAIOIIYIOCS] M3-32 TOJIEHUILA, OH MBICIIEHHO IPUKAa3ajl HOXY Iepeme-
CTUTbCS K HEMY B pyKy. Hox ocTasnicst Ha Mecte. AHTUIT MONBITAJICS YCUJIUTh MBICJIEHHBIN NPUKa3,
HO HOX CHOBA HE TIOIYMHUJICS.

[MoTpatuB MHUHYT JIeCcSITh Ha YMpaXHEHUs C HOKOM U He JOOWBIIMCH HUKAKOTO Pe3ysbTara,
AHTUN NpHIIIeN K BHIBOIY, YTO JIMOO HOX CaM peliaer, Koraa MpUITH Ha TIOMOIIb CBOEMY XO35IUHY,
700 IS TOTO, YTOOBI TPUBECTH €T0 B AEHCTBHE, HY’KHO MBICJIEHHO MPOU3HECTH HEKOE Marmueckoe
CJIOBO, KOTOPOE OH COBEPIIIEHHO HEOCO3HAHHO BOCIIPOM3BEN BO BpeMs cxBaTku ¢ KapauyHom, rocne
Yero Harmpoyb 3a0bL1 €ro.

CHoBa B3IBLINCH 32 BeCJIa, AHTHII IIPUHSJICS HE CIIellla IPECTH, TOMOrasi JTIOJKe IJIbITh BHU3 110
TEYEHUIO BeIMKOW peku. [Ipu 3ToM OH Aepxkascs Onvke K mpaBoMy Oepery, CTapasich BHICMOTPETh Ha
HEM YTO-HUOY/Ib, YTO MOIJIO ObI YKa3aTh Ha OJIM30CTh YesoBeueckoro xuibsa. Ho Boons Gepera mo-
MIPEKHEMY TSHYJIMCh HEBBICOKME XOJIMBI, IOPOCIINE PEIKUM KYCTAPHUKOM J1a AePEBLIaMU C TOHKUMU
CTBOJIAMM U1 TIOJIyITPO3PAUYHBIMU KPOHAMHU.

JeHb ObLT moroxuil u sicHbI. CoJHIIe, MOJHSBINEECs HaJ XOJIMaMM, CBETHJIO TaK SIPKO, YTO
r71a3am ObLIO OOJIBHO OT MPHITAIOIIMX IO BOJTHAM COJTHEUHBIX 3aYMKOB. Takue Teruibie 6e3001auHble
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JTHU B KOHIIE JIeTa OOBIYHO BO3BEINAIOT O TOM, UTO OJIM3UTCS PAHHSISI OCEHB C €€ HETIOTO/I0N 1 HOYHBIMU
3aMOpPO3KaMH.

Hecmotpst Ha GeccoHHYI0 HOUYB, criaTh AHTHIT HE XOTeJl, a BOT ITYCTOM KEeTyHAOK JaBHO YKe
JaBajl 3HATh O TOM, YTO TIopa Obl U MepeKycuThb. [1o0KUB Becia B JIOAKY, AHTHIT 3arJIsIHY)I B CBOU
MEIIOK, YTOOBI BBISICHUTh, YTO B HEM OCTAJIOCh ChEeCTHOTrO. Bech Xjie0 HOUBIO ChelI MEPTBSAKH, HO
AHTHITY yIaJIOCh OTHICKATh HA JIHE MEIKa Mapy BapeHbIX KapToesrH, OOJBIION MyIbIPYaThIil Ory-
pell ¥ IIMATOK cajla pa3MEepPOM C JIaIOHb, C PO30BBIMU ITPOKUJIKAMU Msica. Pa3nokuB BCIO 3Ty CHE/lb
psiIoM ¢ coOO0i Ha CKamMbe, AHTHIT PUCTYIIJ K MO3IHEMY 3aBTPAKy.

Haepimmch, OH akKypaTHO 3aBEpHYJI OCTaBIIMICS KyCOK caJla ¥ TOJIOBUHKY OTypIia B YHCTYIO
TPATUILY 1 yOpas B MeloK. Efibl ocTaBanock BCEro HUYEro, a CKOJIBKO €My ellle MPECTOSUIO IUIBITh /10
OJKAIIIeTO SKWJIbsI, TPYIHO OBLIO Jaske 3araapiBarh. [lomymaB, AHTUTI peIuiI MPUYaInTh K Oepery u
OCMOTpETh OKpecTHOCTU. KTO 3HaeT, BO3MOXKHO, MECTHOE HaceJIeHHe He MMEJIO TIPUBBIUKY CETUThCS
no OeperaM pek ¥ AHTHII MTPOILUIBUT MUMO yXe HE OJIHO CEJIEHHE, CKPHITOE OT HEero MpruOpe KHBIMU
XOJIMaMH.

AHTHUD yXe B3s1JICS 32 BECJIa, KOra BAPYT JO HEroO JOHECIOCh HErPOMKOE MPOTSIKHOE OJesTHUE.
BpocuB Becna, AHTHIT BCKOYMIJI Ha HOTH U MOCMOTpelt Ha Oeper. Ha BepiimmHe Heganekoro xonma,
MpUBSI3aHHAsSI JYTMHHOW BEPEBKOW K BOMTOMY B 3eMJII0 KOJBIIIKY, TACIach camasl YTO HM Ha eCThb
oObIKHOBEeHHas Oenasi ko3a. [ 71517151 Ha AHTHIA, K032 BBITSIHYJIA IIEI0 U ellie pa3 MPU3bIBHO MpooJesiia.

AHTHUI ceJT Ha CKaMblo, CHOBA CXBATUJICSA 32 BECJIA U, pa3BEPHYB JIOJKY IOTepeK TeUeHusl, Ipu-
HSJICS N30 BCEX CUJT BHITpeOaTh K X0JIMY, Ha KOTOPOM Maciiach Ko3a. TYT yK HUKaKMX COMHEHHUI ObITh
HE MOIJIO: pa3 K032 Ha MPHBSI3U — 3HAYUT, U JIIOIU OJIU3KO.

CuiibHOE TeueHHre BCe JKe CHECIIO JIOAKY HUKe X0NIMa, K KOTOpoMy mpaBuil AHTHIL. EnBa Tobko
JIONIKa TKHYJIaCh HOCOM B TIECOK, AHTHIT BBINPHITHYJI HA Oeper. BhICTpo OrfisAeBIIrCh IO CTOPOHAM
¥ HUKOTO HE 3aMETHB, OH YXBAaTWJICS 32 HOC JIOIKU U BBIBOJIOK e€e Ha Oeper, YToOBl He YHEC/IO Teue-
HueM. [Tocsne 3Toro, mogXBaTUB CBOM 3aIIEYHbI MEIIOK, AHTUIT HaYaJl TOPOIUIUBO MOJHUMATHCS 110
ckJIoHy. EMy He Teprniesioch HAKOHEI-TO YBUETb JIIOZIEH.

Ko3za, macriiasicst Ha xoime, TKHyJIach HOCOM AHTHITY B OeIpo, €/IBa OH MOJOIIEeN K Hel. AHTHIT
MOTpena Ko3y I0 TOJI0BE U HApaBWJI CBOW B3MVIsJ HA MECTHOCTb, PACCTHJIAIOILYIOCS N0 APYIYIO
CTOPOHY XOJIMOB. Bompeku oXkuaaHusM, OH YBUZIENT HE CeJI0 U JIake He MaJIeHbKYIO JePEBEHbKY, a
BCETr0 OJMH HEKA3KCThIN JOMMIIIKO, CTOSIBIIMIA HA TIOJITYTH MEX/1y OEperoM peku v JIECOM, KOTOPOMY
He ObLIO BUTHO HU KOHIIA, HM Kpast. K joMy rpusieran HeGobIoi oroposetl, a 4yTh B CTOPOHE OT HETo
CTOSUT KPOXOTHBIN capaid, B KOTOPOM, JIOJI’KHO OBITh, TIPOBOJIMJIA TEMHOE BPEMS CYTOK BCTPETHBIIIAS
AHTHIIA KO3a.

AHTHUT C 10ca/IoN OKHYIT SI3BIKOM — COBCEM He TaKoe yOOroe JKHJIbe pacCUMTHIBAT OH YBUIIETD,
npuyasimBas K 6epery. Jla ¥ KTO MOT JKUTh B 3TOM JJOMHUIIIKE, BJIaJM OT Jmofieii? Kak Obl He BCTPeTUTh
CHOBA KaKyl0-HHOYIb HEUHCTb. ..

Opnnako nenarb ObU1o Heyero. Kpome toro, y AHTUINA BO3HUKIIM COMHEHUSsI, ObUI JI OTKPOBE-
HeH JIyKkoHs, Korjia cKa3all, YTO OHM OKa3ajiuch Ha rpanuile Bemmkux Creneii u [lognynnoin Mmmne-
UM, WK K€ CHOBA IMYTKU HIyTwii? Y oOuTartenei 1oMa 3a XoIMaMy MOKHO ObLIO 110 KpaiiHel Mepe
y3HaTh O MECTe CBOErO HaXOXJEHUsS M BBISICHUTH, JaJIeKO JIM 1O Onukaiiiero cenenus. Pemenue
OBbLJIO IPUHSATO, M AHTHIT, TIOXJIOIAB KO3y 0 MSTKOMY OKPYIJIOMY OOKY, IoOeXkas BHU3.

Oropop okpykajia HeBBICOKAS U3TOPOJIb U3 TOHKUX KOJIBIIIKOB, Yepe3 KOTOPYI0 AHTHUIT POCTO
MIepeTpbIrHyJI, He HalAs KaIUTKU. PyOneHsil oM ObUT IOBEPHYT KPBUIBIIOM K Jiecy. O6xonst ero
cieBa, AHTHII 3aIJIsiHYI B OKHO. K ero yauMBieHmio, CTeKJI0 B OKHe ObLJIO TOHKMM M aOCOJTIOTHO TPO-
3paunbiM. Takue cTeksa B YcToe MOKHO ObIJIO YBUAETh TOJIBKO B OUeHb OoraThix jomax. OcHOBHas
’Ke Macca HaceJIeHUs] B 3HAKOMBIX AHTHITY MeCTaX IOJIb30BaIach Kyna Oosiee IemeBbIMHU, U3TOTOB-
JISIEMBIMU MECTHBIMU CTEKOJIBIIIMKAMU TOJICTHIMUA MYTHBIMH CTEKJIaMH, Yepe3 KOTOpPbIe MOKHO OBLIO
Pa3mIsAAeTh pa3Be YTO TOJMBKO TEMHBIE CHUTYITHI JIIOZIEH U MPEMETOB TI0 JPYTYI0 CTOPOHY.
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B okHe, 3aHaBecCKM Ha KOTOPOM OKa3aJMCh Pa3IBUHYTHI, AHTHIT YBU/IET HEOOJBIIYIO YHCTO
NpUOpPaHHYI0 KOMHATKY: IEPEBSHHBIN CTOJI, IBE CKAMbU — Y CTEHBI M BIOJIb KAMEHHOM 114U C JIeKaH-
KO — ¥ CyH/IyK B yri1y. Ha cTosne cTosi1 KOBaHbIi MOACBEYHHK, HA KOTOPOM JIBYMsI JIECEHKaMH, cOe-
raloMMH B IPOTUBOIOJIOKHbBIE CTOPOHBI, PACIIONAraMch CEMb OIUIABJIEHHBIX cBeueil. B komHare
HHUKOTO He ObLIO, €CJTM HE CYMTATh OOJIBIIOTO, TOJICTOTO YTOJbHO-YE€PHOI0 KOTa, CUEBIIIEr0 Ha CKAMbe
y TIeYH ¥ CMOTPEBIIETo MPsSIMO Ha HE3BAHOTO TOCTSI KPYIJIBIMH 3€JIEHBIMU IJ1a3aMH, OT HEMHTAIOIIETO
B3IJIS/1a KOTOPBIX AHTHITY CEJIAJIOCHh HE TIo cede.

MmuHOBaB OKHO, AHTUI OOOTHYJT yroJT IOMa U BBIIIEN K HEBBICOKOMY KPBUIBLLY C MSTHIO TIOKO-
CHUBIIIMMUCS CTYNEHbKaMH, Ha KOTOPOM, B OXHIAHUH TOCTS, y&Ke CTOsUT X035iMH. OIHO MpO HEro
MOHO OBLIO CKa3aTh TOYHO: 3TO OBUT CTAPUK. A BOT CKOJIBKO JIET eMy ObUIO — rmoau yraaai. Koxa
Ha JIMIIE ¥ pyKax cTapvka Oblia Apsioiasi U MOPIIMHUCTAS, KaK y aeaa PunmmoHa u3 YCThHU, KOTO-
poMYy, KaK CIIbIIas AHTHII, Yepe3 Tof AOJKHO ObUIO CTYKHYTh POBHO CTO JIET, B3MJIsI ke ObUT IPOH-
3UTEJIbHBIM M SICHBIM, KaK HH Y OJIHOTO JIpyroro crapuka. Eci Obl AHTHI U XO35IUH JIoMa B3SUJIHChH
TIOMEPUTHCSI, KTO AJIbIIE PA3IIISIIUT MITHILY, TApsIIyio B HeOe, TO HEM3BECTHO ellle, KTO U3 HHUX JIBOUX
BHIIIIET OBl MoGeauTeeM. Y crapuka Oblla MIMpOKask OKJIAAuCTast Oopoja, Oenasi, Kak TOJIBKO YTO
BBITIABIIINI CHET, U JIbICasi, KaK KOJIEHO, ToJIoBa. JIBICHHY MpHUKpbIBasia HeOOMbINask KPyryasi [Iarovka
C TUIOCKUM BEpPXOM, pACIIMTAas pa3HOLIBETHBIMH y30paMH. AHTUIT HUKOT/IA TIPEK/Ie He BUIEI TAKOTO
YyJHOTO TOJOBHOTO Yoopa. OneT ctapuk ObUT TOKE JOBOJIBHO cTpaHHO. Ha Hem Obutn cuHME apo-
Baphbl, TAKOW K€ CMHMI CTETaHblil XajaT ¢ MOJIAMU, 3aKPBIBAIOIIMMU KOJIEHU, U HU3KHE CATOXKKU C
OCTPBIMU HOCAMH.

VBumaB AHTUNA, CTapuK OOpaTHIICS K HEMY Ha KaKOM-TO HETOHSITHOM SI3bIKE, 3BYy4YaBILEM
TUIaBHO M HarleBHO. CJioBa B HEM ObLIM JUIMHHBIE C OOJBIIIMM YHCIOM IJIACHBIX U MSATKUMHM COTJIac-
HbeiMU. [IpousHecs nmapy ¢pas, cTapik BOIPOCUTENIBHO MOCMOTPENT Ha TOCTSI.

AHTUN yABIOHYICSA M OECTIOMOIIHO Pa3Bes pyKaMHu.

Crapyk MoHMMAIOIIe KMUBHYI U Mpou3Hec (hpasy Ha JPYroM sI3bIKe, U300MIIYIOIIEM PE3KUMHU
TOPTaHHBIMU 3BYKaMHU.

AHTUT cTapaTtebHO BCIYIIMBAIICS B IPOU3HOCHMBIE CTAPHKOM CJIOBA, HO TAK M HE CMOT MTOHSITh
HU OJJHOTO U3 HUX.

— Ilpoctute, yBaxkaemblid, — CMYIIIEHHO YAbIOHYJICS AHTHIL. — HO MHE M3BECTEeH TOJIIBKO OIUH
SI3bIK, HA KOTOPOM TOBOPSIT Y MEHS IoMa.

Crapuk cMeprs1 AHTHIA YAUBJIEHHBIM B3IJISI/IOM.

— MHe 3HaKOM 3TOT SI3bIK, — MEJICHHO TIPOU3HEC OH.

dpaza Obuta BBHICTPOEHA MPABWIIBHO, U CJIOBA CTAPHK MPOU3ZHOCHI BepHO. JIUIIb TOJBKO IO
HECKOJIbKO MCKaKEHHBIM OKOHYAHHSAM CJIOB MOXHO OBLIO JOTaJIaThCsl, YTO SI3BIK ITOT HE ObLT 1S
Hero poaHbM. Vi ke OH JIaBHO He pa3roBapvBall HA HEM.

— Tol u3 benozembsi? — CIPOCUIT CTApUK.

AHTUN 00pagoBaJICsl — €CITM CTAPUKY U3BECTHO MECTO, OTKYJA OH POJIOM, TO OH, KOHEYHO Xe,
CyMeeT yKazaTb emMy JOPOry TOMOii!

— MeHs 30ByT AHTHUII, — OBICTPO TIPECTAaBUJIICS MapeHb. — S U3 YCThIHU. DTO Takoe ceJieHHe.
MoskeT, caplmanm?

CrapuK OTpHLIATEILHO KaYHYJ TOJOBOM.

— Hy, 00 Ycroe BBl HaBepHSIKa YK CIBIIATN? — C HAAEKION CIPOCKII AHTHUIL. — DTO ye3HBIN
ropoj, He O4YeHb OOJIBITION, HO BCE KeE. . .

He nocnymas AHtumna, crapuk CHOBa MOBEJI TOJIOBOU U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

Hanexna Ha 10, uto JIyKOHSI OOMaHYyJI €ro M Ha CaMOM JieJie OH HaXOIUTCSI He TaK YK JaJeKo
OT JOMa, pyXHy/ia. AHTUI MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK B rOpjie Yy HEro CHOBa, KaKk M TOCJE paccTaBaHUS C
MeJIKUM OecoM, BCTaJl TOPbKUI KOM.

— I'ne e 51 B TakoM cilyyae HaXOXycb? — CIPOCUJ y CTapuKa AHTHII.
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— 4 Tak roJiararo, 4YTo y ME€H4A B IOCTAX, — MATKO yJI])I6HyBI_HI/ICb, OTBETUJI TOT U IpHIJIAIAIOIIUM
KECTOM yKa3aJl Ha JIBEpb.
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I'naBa 5

[Tpoiigs cnenoM 3a XO3MHOM 4epe3 HeOoJbllMe CEHU, AHTHUI BOLIEN B Ty CaMyl0 KOMHATY,
KOTOpYIO paccMarpuBall yepe3 okHo. CripaBa Haxogwiach ABEpb, BEAyIAs B COCEAHIO KOMHATy.
CrneBa, 3a eykoi, — HeOOJIbIIIAs KYXOHBKA, C ITOJIKAMU, YCTABJIEHHBIMU KyXOHHOH yTBaphblo, U MOJBE-
LIEHHBIM HaJl BEIPOM PYKOMOMHMKOM. B yrily KyxHH, BO3JIE [1€4H, CTOSAJI CTPAHHOTO BUJIA KEJIE3HbIN
mKag Ha BHICOKMX KOBAHBIX HOXKax. [IBe TOJCTHIX JKECTSHBIX TPYObl BHIXOAMIN U3 AHMIIA MIKa(a,
TAHYJIUCh BAOJIb CTEHBI M YXOIWIX Ky/a-TO 3a MEUKY.

B xomHate Haj cTo10M BUcer OOJIbIIME Yackl B IIECTUTPAHHOM Kopiyce, Ludepomnar ux Obli
3aKPBIT YAVBUTEJIBLHO MPO3PAYHBIM CTEKJIOM, MTOXOKHUM Ha OTPOMHBIM KPUCTAJLI. AHTUIIA YAUBUJIO
TO, YTO y 9TUX YAaCOB B OTVIMYME OT XOIUKOB, KOTOPbIE OH BUJIEJ B IOME CEJILCKOTO CTAPOCThI, HE OBbLIO
HU MasiTHUKA, HU rupek. Ml TeM He MeHee, MPUCITYIIABIIMCh, MOXKHO ObUIO Pa3JMUUTh HETPOMKHE
PaBHOMEpPHBIE IIETYKHA YaCOBOI'O MEXaHU3MA.

Baraa AnTyna Hafonro 3afepKaics Ha KapTUHE B IIPOCTEHBKOW KBAaJPAaTHOM PAMKE U3 aKKYy-
PaTHO OCTPYraHHBIX peeK, BUCEBIIEH psioM ¢ yacamu. Ha kapTine ObUT M300paXeH 4eloBeUYeCKUi
yepen 06e3 HIKHEW YeIOCTH, CTOSIIMI Ha CTapoM JIyOOBOM CTOJIe, JOCKH KOTOPOTO PacCOXJIMCh U
NOTPECKAJIMCh OT BpeMeHU. JleBas IMIa3HMIa yeperna OblIa 3aTsHyTa TOHEHbKOHM MayTHUHOMW, a NpU-
CMOTPEBLINCH KaK CJIEAYeT, MOKHO ObUIO PACCMOTPETh M CaMOro Mayyka, CUJEBIIEro y caMoro Kpas
IYCTOro ra3Horo oreepcrusl. Hukorga npexae AHTUIY He JOBOAWIOCh BUAETh HUUETO MOJOOHOTO.
N300pakeHne Ka3aaoch HEMPaBIONMOA00HO peabHbIM. Kpacku, monoOpaHHbIe HEM3BECTHBIM XY/I0K-
HUKOM, YIMBUTEIBHO TOYHO COOTBETCTBOBAJIM 1IBETaM OpuruHajioB. Popma, o0beM u paktypa npen-
METOB ObUIM Tepe/laHbl HACTOIBKO MCKYCHO, YTO Ka3aJloCh, MOKHO MPOTSHYTh PYKY U TIOJIOKHTH €€
Ha CTOJ psAAOM C yepernioM. Bce camble Menbyaiiime JeTauy OblIM BbIMCAHBI C TAKOW TIIATEIbHO-
CTBIO, YTO MOKHO OBUIO pasriIsieTh Jaxe MeJKKe KPOIIKH, 3a0MBIIUecs B TPEIIMHHI Ha cTone. Kaza-
JIOCh HEBEPOATHBIM, UYTO MOXKHO JOOMTHCS TAKOTO MOPA3UTENILHOIO CXOICTBA MEXKAY MPEAMETOM U
ero n300pakeHueM, KOTOpoe He IPOCTO aOCOMIOTHO COOTBETCTBOBAJIO PEAJIbHOCTH, HO JJaKe B YeM-
TO IIPEBOCXOJUIIO €€.

— HpaBurca? — 3ameTHB M3yMJIEHHBIN B3[JIA] AHTUIIA, TOUHTEPECOBAJICS CTAPHK.

AHTHUI TOJILKO pyKaMH pa3Bell, He Hail/ig CJIOB, KOMMH MOKHO ObUIO OB OITUCATh BIIEYATIICHHE,
ITPOM3BEICHHOE Ha HETO KapTUHOM.

— Ocobasi TeXxHHKa, — CKa3aJl CTapHK, OTBeYas HA He3aJaHHBI Bompoc. — [uneppeanusm.
Pabora mactepa Ilepsoii smoxu. Cefiuac Tak yke HMKTO He numieT. [Ja U Kpacku Juist mogoOHON
’KHBOIUCHU HYKHbI OCOObIEe — HBIHYE TAKMX HE CHIILEIb.

— A re xe ux JocTaBaJlv IpeBHUE MacTepa? — CIPOCHI AHTHIIL.

— Hy, 16l 331271 Bonpoc! — ycMeXHyBIIUCh B celyl0 O0pO/y, CTapUK MoKayas ronoBoit. — OTkyzia
K€ MHE 9TO 3Harhb?

— IIpocrure. ..

AHTHIT HENOHATHO NoYeMy cMyTUIICA. To 1M BOITPOC, KOTOPBIM OH 3a/1aJ1 XO35IMHY JJOMa, ITOKa-
3aJIcs €My HEBEPOSTHO MIYIBIM, TO JIU CTBIAHO CTAJIO 32 COOCTBEHHOE HEBEKECTBO — IIPOXKMJI HA CBETE
ABaaUaTh JIET, @ HA pa3y Jaxe He CIbIILIAJI HU O TUIeppeann3Me, Hu o Mactepax [lepBon amoxu.

— Huuero, — crapuk CHUCXOOUTENIBHO MOXJI0NAa AHTUIIA 10 IUledy. — [U1yIn He TOT, KTO 3a1aer
BOITPOCHI, a TOT, KOMY 1 Oe3 HuX Bce sicHo. Ectb Oynemin?

VYcneB nepekycuTh B JIOAKE, roofa AHTHUII HE UYBCTBOBAJ, HO OT rops4ed AOMAIHEW €lIbl
OTKa3bIBaThCS HE CTaJI.

Crapuk ycaau napHs Ha CKaMeiKy U ObICTpO coOpaJl Ha CTOII.

Kama, kotopyio OH npemiokua AHTHUITY, IO BUly HallOMUHAJIA TYCTOM KJIEHCTEP, HO HA BKYC
OKa3ajiach OTMEHHOH. B ocobeHHOCTH nociie Toro, Kak AHTHI J00aBUJI B Hee Mapy JIOKEK Mpo3payd-
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HOTO, KaK sIHTapb, JAYIIMCTOrO Me/la U3 TIIMHSIHOTO TOPINOYKA, YTO CTAPUK TOCTaBUJ PSJIOM C €ro
TapeJIKoil.

[Tocne kaim cTapuk NnpeIokuI MAapHIO KyCOK Msica, 3akapeHHbIi ¢ JykoM. Ha 3ToT pa3 on
MOCTaBHJI PSIZIOM C TAPEJIKOWM HEOOJBIION KYBIIMHUUK C Y3KUM TOPJIOM U TTOJIOKHJT CTPAHHBIN Tpe[-
MET, OXOXKUI Ha MaJIEHbKYIO OCTpPOTY.

3ameTHB yAMBJIEHHBIN B3I AHTHIIA, CTAPUK B3sJT HEOOBIUHBIN MIPEIMET B PYKY.

— DTO0 BUJIKA, — CKa3aJl OH U HAKOJION Ha Tpe3yOell KyCOK Msica.

BasiBIIMCh 32 BUJIKY ¢ HEKOTOPBIM ITpeayOeskieHreM, AHTUIT BCKOPEe ObLT BBIHYK/IEH ITPU3HATH,
YTO €CTh C €€ TIOMOIIIBI0 MSCO KyJa yInoOHee, YeM C HOXa.

B kyBIIMHUYMKE OKa3anach rycrasi Macca KpacHOTO 1IBETa, KOTOPYIO CTAPUK Ha3BaJl TOMaTHBIM
COYCOM M IPEAJIOKUJ MCIIONb30BaTh B KauecTBe npurnpasbl K Mscy. Coyc npuriesncs AHTHUILY 1O
BKYCY, M OH B OJMH MOMEHT paclpaBWJICs C IPEIJIOKEHHON eMy e/I0M.

VY06pas co cTona TapesKu, CTapyK MOCTaBIII HA UX MECTO KPYKKH 1of1 yail. HanomHuB KpyKKw,
OH B3$UI M3 CTOSIBILIEH Ha CTOJIE TUIOLIKH JBa KyCOYKa KOJIOTOrO caxapa U OpOCHII X B CBOIO KPYXKY.
Pa3memias caxap B 4ae, crapuk cliesiajl napy HETOPOIUIMBBIX [JIOTKOB, IIOCJIE YETO MOCTABUII KPYKKY
Ha CTOJI, CJIOKWIT PYKH Tiepe]t OO0 M C MHTEPECOM IMOCMOTPEIT Ha CUJEBIIIEr0 HAIIPOTHB HETO MapHs.

— Tak kak ke Tl OKa3aJcs B HalllUX Kpasix, AHTUN?

Bormpoc 6b11 3a1aH MATKO, 0€3 HACTOMYMBOCTH U JIake Kak OyaTo 6e3 0co00ro KeIaHus Moiry-
YUTh Ha Hero oTBeT. CTapuK MOHMMAJ, YTO MapHI0O MHOTO YEro HY)KHO paccKas3arb, U MPOCTO XOTel
MOMOYb €My Hayarh.

— Kak # cioga nonan? — 3agyMm4nBO MOBTOPUJI BONPOC cTapuka AHTUIL. — CKa3aThb 110 4ECTH,
s Jake He 3Hal0, IIe ceiiuac HaXOXYyChb.

— Peka, co croponbl KOTOpO#l ThI Tipuiliell, uMenyeTcs: Comoit, — ckazan crapuk. — OHa pas-
nenser Benukue Crenu u 3emuu, Bxoasmue B [loynnyio Mmnepuio. Cyas no s3bIKy, Ha KOTOPOM
Thl Pa3roBapHvBaelilb, ThI MPUIIEN U3 CTPaHbl, UMEHYeMOl beo3eMbeM, 4To JIEKHT 1O Ty CTOPOHY
Bemkux Crenei.

— Iloxoxe Ha TO, — TpyCTHO KUBHYJI AHTHUIL. — TONBKO. .. — AHTHIT B OTYasIHUM MaxHyJ pPyKOH. —
Sl 1 cam TOJTKOM He TMOKMY, Kak 3/1ech oKa3acs!

Crapuk ciena enie napy I7I0TKOB U3 CBOEW KPYKKH, [1OCJIE Yero B3sul YAaHHUK U MTOJJIUI TOpsi-
yero yasi cebe u AHTHITY.

— JlaBaii-Ka, mapeHsb, pacckasbiBail Bce ¢ camoro Hayasia. — CTapuk cell Ha CBO€ MECTO, U TOT4ac
K€ Ha KOJIGHU eMY 3allpbirHyJ1 OOJIBIION YepHbI KOT. — PacckaspiBail. — [ Ha AHTUTIA, CTApUK
aBTOMATHMYECKUM JIBMKEHHUEM ITPOBEI JIAJIOHBIO 10 IIEPCTH KOTa. — A TaMm, IJISIIUIIIb, BMECTE BO BCEM
1 pazoepemcs.

— CHavasia. .. — AHTUII KPUBO YXMBUIbHYJICA. — BOT ¢ HEro-to Bce ¥ Ha4asIoCh.

BeITSIHYB 13-32 TOJICHUITA HOXK, AHTHIT TIOJIOKWII €ro Ha Kpai CToja, OCTprUeM K cede, CJIOBHO
npejsiarasi CTapuKy B3siTb HOX B pyKy. OJJHaKO CTapuK JO HOXa He JOTPOHYJICS, TOJIbKO BHUMATEJILHO
MOCMOTpEJT Ha Hero, TOcjIe Yero rnepeBesl HUYero He BhIPaKaIoNIMi B3I Ha AHTHUIA U CIIOKOHHO
IIPOU3HEC:

— Xopo1uii HOKHUK.

— DTO HOX BECTHHKA CMEPTH, — JOBEPUTEILHBIM TOHOM COOOIIIIT COOECEAHUKY AHTHIL.

Crapuk CHOBa CKOCHJI B3IVISI/L HA HOXK, [10CJIE YEro BbICKA3aJl CBOE€ MHEHUE:

— IToxoxk. XOTs, BO3MOXKHO, UTO ITOAJEIIKA.

— Hox HacTosiwmii, — 3aBepui1 ero AHTHIL.

— Hano nposepurs.

Crapuk NoAHsUICA U3-3a CTOJIA U HE CIelIa MPOILeN B COCEIHIO KOMHATY.

BepHyncs oH yepe3 mapy MUHYT, [JepXka B OJHOW pYyKE TOJCTOE YBEJIMUYUTEIBHOE CTEKJIO B
cepeOpsHOM OIpaBe, a B APYroi — HEOOJBIIYIO CKJISIHKY TEMHOTO CTEeKJIa C TUIOTHO MPUTEPTON MPOo-
KOW.
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— IToBepHM HOX OCTpUEM KO MHE, — Besle]l AHTHUITY CTapUK.

[Tocme Toro kak AHTHIT cAead TO, YTO OT HEro TpeOOBaJIOCh, CTAPUK CEJl U BHUMATEIBHO
OCMOTpEJT JIe3BUe HOXa 4Yepe3 YBEJIUUYUTESbHOE CTEKJIO. 3aTeM OH OTJIOXKMWI CTeKJIO B CTOPOHY,
OTKPBUIT PUHECEHHYIO CKJISTHKY, OIYCTUII B Hee CTEKJITHHYIO MAJIOUKY ¥ HAaHEeC Ha Jie3BUe HOXa 00JTb-
IIyI0 KaIlTio BA3KOW, UyTh KEJITOBATON KUAKOCTU. EIBa COMPUKOCHYBIIUCH C METAJIJIOM, KUAKOCTh
3alvIeia v BCTICHUIach. BhIK/IaB apy MUHYT, CTAPUK B3sUT B PyKU KyCOUYEeK MSITKOW OeJlol MaTepuu
1 OCTOPOKHO, HE KacasiCh MaJbl[aMU HOXa, CTEP C ero Jie3BUs OeJIbIid XJIONbEBUIHBIN HAJIET, B KOTO-
PBIii IPEeBpaTUIIACH KUAKOCTh. 3aTeM, KUHYB TPSAIIKY Ha Kpall CTOJIa, OH BHOBb BOOPYKHUJICS YBEJIH-
YUTEJILHBIM CTEKJIOM U ellle 0ojlee BHUMATEBHO, YeM Tpesk/ie, N3YIrI JIE3BUE HOXKA.

— Bce BepHO, — cKazall OH, BBINPSIMUB CIIUHY. — DTO HOX BECTHHKA cMepTH. TBOs MCTOpHS
o0eraer oka3arbcs Kyaa 6oJiee MHTePECHOM, YeM 51 OKHIAL.

He poxupasch HOBBIX BOIPOCOB, AHTHIT HA4YaJl paccKkasbiBaTh. Bee ¢ caMoro Havyana, ¢ Toro
CaMOro MOMEHTa, KOT/a, IepEeBEpHYB CTAphIi IeHb, OH YBUJIEI CPEey ero KOpHEeW HOX, KOTOPHIN
Cpazy ke eMy MOHPaBUJICS.

Crapuk ciymaj BHUMATENbHO, He TmepeOuBasi, BpeMsl OT BPEMEHHU TOIIaXuBasi KOTa, CHOBA
3a0paBIierocs K Hemy Ha KOJIeHH.

— Bam He kaxeTrcst Bce 3TO HEBEPOSATHBIM? — CIIPOCHJI AHTHI, JIOU/S IO COOBITUI Ha 3a0po-
[IEHHOM KJIagOMIIIE.

— OTHIOOb, — KAYHYJI TOJIOBOU CTapuK. — MHe MPUXOIWIOCH CIIBIIATEL U Ky/a 6osee (paHTacTu-
YecKHe UCTOPUH. A HEKOTOPBIe COOBITHS, YIACTHUKOM KOTOPBIX sI cam Obul. .. Ho mpomomkai. . .

AHTHIT paccka3asl CTApUKYy O YaellUTUU C HaBbeM, O cxBarke ¢ KapauyHom u o Oercrtse, B
pesyibTare yero oH BMecTe ¢ JIyKoHel okaszajcs B JIOJKe, IUIBIBYIIEH MO peke, MpoTeKalollen 3a
COTHH THICSIY BEPCT OT TOTO MECTa, TJie OHU JIO STOTO HAXOWJIHCh.

JIaHHBIIA STM30/1 BBI3BAJT Y CTapUKa OCOOBIN MHTEpEC.

— MHe u nipesxie TPUXOAUIOCH CITBIIIATh O BHEIIPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIX TIEPEX0iax, HO BOT CAMOMY
TOJTb30BaThCsI IMU He JOBOAMIIOCH, — CKa3asl OH, IpepBaB AHTHUIIA. — BbLIO OBl TPEBOCXOIHO, TTApeHb,
eciu Obl TeOe yIaoch MPUNIOMHUTD KaKue-HUOYIb JeTallH.

— Jla xakue Tam JeTau, — 03ada4eHHO HaMOopIuI 100 AHturl. — [Tom3/m mo Kakoi-To TeMHOM
HOpe. Y3K0, eJie TPOTUCHYThCS. .. 3eMJIsl ChIpast BOKPYT. .. JIYKOHSI MHE BCE MPO KAKMX-TO BOJIUJIOK
pacckasbiBajl, — BCIOMHWI AHTHIL.

— 970 BCE CKa3KW, — MaXHYJI PyKou ctapuk. — TBou JIyKOHs 3HaI, r/ie HAXOAUTCS TOYKa Tepe-
X0J1a, TPOCTO HEe XOTeJI TeOsI B 9TO MOCBSAIIATh. 3HAIO s 9TUX OECEHST, KOMY YTOIHO IOJIOBY 3aMOpPOYAT.

— Hy, Moxer, 1 Tak, — He CTajl CIOPUTh AHTHII.

— A KaK BBITJISIJIEN BBIXOA? — TYT e CITPOCHJI CTAPHK.

— Jla TeMHO Xe Kpyrom ObLJI0, — CJIOBHO OIPaB/BIBAsICh, CKa3adl AHTHI. — Houb Ge3myHHas.

— Hy na, xoHeuHo, — OBICTPO KMBHYIN cTapuk. — Muaue JlykoHst 1 He moBes Obl TeOs1 yepe3
Nepexojl.

— A 4T0 3TO 3a nepexo] TaKO? — CIIPOCUJI, B CBOIO 04epe/ib, AHTHII.

— Cyns mo BceMy, 9TO 0COObIe TOUKHU B TIPOCTPAHCTBE, MPOUIS Yepe3 KOTOPhie MOKHO B OIMH
MUT OKa3aThCsl 32 THICSTYM BEPCT OT TIEPBOHAYATBHOTO MeCTa, — OOBSICHUJ CTapuK. — A eC/Iv 3HaTh,
KaK IOJTb30BAThCS MEPEX0IOM, TO MOKHO 3apaHee HAMETUTh TO MECTO, Ky/Ia KeJlaelllb IOMacTh.

— BbIXOmuT, 4TO MO BceMy MUPY MOKHO ITyTellIeCTBOBaTh Oe3 JIomaaei? — yauBUiICs AHTHIIL.

— CoBepIlleHHO BEpHO, — OTBETUJI CTapHK. — Eciii 3HaTh MecTa pacrioyio:keHusI TOUeK Mepexo-
10B. BOT TOJIBKO TOXOXKeE, YTO 3HAHUS ITU COXPAHWIIUCH JIMIIIb CPETU HEUMCTH, a OHA HE OYEHb-TO
CTPEMHUTCS TIOJCTUTHCS UMH C JTIOBMHU.

— 3Hauwnrt, JIyKOHSI MOT MeHsI Yepe3 3TOT Mepexo]] KyAa Hy’KHO IOCTaBUTh! — BOCKJIUKHYJI, OCe-
HEHHBIM BHE3AIMHOHN JOragKkou, AHTHIL.
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— Hy, 06 3TOM MHe TpyaHO CyIUTh, — pa3Besl pyKamMu CTapuK. — BriojHe BO3MOXHO, 4TO mepe-
XOJI, KOTOPBHIM BBl BOCIIOJIb30BAJIHCh, CBS3BIBAJ TOJIBKO JBE ONpE/e/ICHHbIE TOUKU MPOCTPAHCTBA, U
TOTACTh C €ro MOMOIIBI0 Kyaa-1uoo erie, nomumo oepera ConMsl, ObUIO IIPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Ho Jlykons 3Ha, rae HaxoaaTcs Apyrue TOuku nepexona!

— Iocnymaii, mapeHs, — yCIIOKauBAaIoIe MOAHST PyKy CTapuK, — BCE, UYTO KAacaeTcsl BHENpO-
CTPAHCTBEHHBIX MEPEXOI0B, ITO TOIBLKO MOM MPETOJIOKEHHS, OCHOBAaHHBIE HA pacCKa3ax TexX, KoMy
JOBOJIMJIOCH MU TIOJIb30BAaThCs. A paccKasbl 3TH ObUIM He OoJiee onpesesieHHble, YeM TBol. Eaun-
CTBEHHOE, YTO BCEX MX CBSI3BIBAET, ITO 00s13aTeIbHOE MPUCYTCTBUE KOTO-JIMOO U3 HEUYHCTH, KTO U
MIPOBOIUT YeJIOBEKa uepe3 TOUKy nepexona. [1opoio B pe3ysbTare 3TOro 4esioBeK MepeHOCHTCS B CTO-
POHY BCETro Ha HECKOJIBKO I1aroB, MOPOI0 — Ha COTHU THICSY BEPCT, KaK CIIyYHIoch ¢ ToOou. Ho HUKO-
I71a TOCje 3TOro YelIOBEeK He MOXET CaMOCTOSITEJIbHO HAWTH TOUKYy nepexona. Cibixan BeIpakeHUe
«3a0TyAuThCs B TpeX cocHax»? OHO KaK pa3 M OMUCHIBAECT CUTYAlMIO, KOTIa HEUYUCTh pa3 3a pa3oM
MIPOBOIUT YEJIOBEKA Uepe3 OHY U Ty jKe TOUKY OJIVKHEro Mepexofa, B pe3ysbTaTe uero Oemonara,
MIOCTOSIHHO JIBUTAsICh BIIepell, Bce BPeMsl OKa3bIBaeTCsl B OIHOM M TOM ke Mecte. Ecim Obl s1 Mor
JIMYHO KCCJIEI0BATh XOTS OBl OMH M3 TAKMX MEPEXOJO0B! — MeuTaTesIbHO B3AOXHYJI CTApUK.

— OTKy#a OHU B3SUTHCh, 3TH NEPeXofbl? — MOUHTEPECOBAICS AHTHUI, BCIOMHUB 3aMEYaHue
CTapyKa OTHOCHTEJIbHO YMEHUs 337aBaTh BOITPOCHI.

— Ha 3T0T cyer cymiecTByIOT pa3Hble TEOPUH, — C TOTOBHOCTBIO Hayasl OOBSICHATH CTApPUK.
JOIKHO OBITh, KBS B OMHOYECTBE, OH MCIIBITHIBA HEOCTATOK OOIIEHHUS ¥ TeNepb CTPEMIICS BO3-
MECTHTh €r0, TIOKa HeXAaHHbII TOCTh CHOBA He cOOpaJIcsl B IOpOry. — Psj uccrienoBaresnei CYMTaoT
UX TIPUPOAHBIMHU 00PA30BAHUSIMU, KOTOPbIE TOSBIISIIOTCS ¥ UCYE3AI0T B COOTBETCTBUHM C PACIIONIONKeE-
HUEM 30[UaKAJIbHBIX CO3BE3AUM. 51 ke CKJIIOHEH CUMTATh UX apTedakTaMu, octaBiumucs ot Ilepoit
anoxu. TakuMu ke, Kak ¥ MHOTHE JApyrue, KOUMH MBI TTOJIb3yeMCsl B TIOBCEIHEBHOW KU3HH, TIOPOIO
Jaxe He 33/yMbIBasICh 00 MX MPOUCXOKICHUU. KOCBEHHBIM MOATBEPXKIEHUEM 3TOTO SIBIISIETCS U TO,
YTO, KaK s y’Ke TOBOPHJI, OJIb30BATHCSl IMU YMEET TOJIbKO TaK Ha3blBaeMasi HEUMCTh, a ee TpeJICcTa-
BUTEJIY, KaK U3BECTHO, SIBJISIOTCS €IMHCTBEHHBIMU Pa3yMHBIMU KMBBIMU CYIIECTBAMM, TOKUBIIUMHU
10 HAIMX THel co BpemeH [lepBoit smoxu.

YecTHO TOBOp#, 7151 AHTHIA 3TO OBLJIO COBEPILIEHHO He oueBMAHO. HeuwcTh as Hero Bce-
raa Obula POCTO HEUUCTHIO — TIOTYCTOPOHHUMU CYIIECTBAMM, SIBUBIIMMMUCS B STOT MUP AJISl TOTO,
YTOOBI MAKOCTHUYATh U CTPOUTH JIOISM BCSUECKUE KaBeP3bl, a TAKKE HACHUIATH MOPUY, BCEBO3MOK-
HBle O0JIe3HU U Oelbl. A 0 TOM, UTO TpeAcTaBisieT cooor [lepBas amoxa, oH BOOOIEe UMeT BechMa
CMYTHOE Tpe/cTaBieHre. Tak, CIbIIaN 4To-T0 KpaeM yxa O TOM, YTO B He3alaMsTHbIe BpeMeHa B
BeckpaitHeM Mupe Kuid Apyryue Hapobl, a ¥ caMa )KU3Hb TOrJa OblIa COBEPILIEHHO MHOM. 3HAJ, YTO
ot IlepBoii 3MOXK OCTAMCh B MHUpe HEKME 3araJIoyHble IIpeIMEeThl, Ha3HAUYeHHEe KOTOPBIX He BCeraa
TIOHSITHO, ¥ TaliHbIE 3HAHM 1, KOTOPBIMU TOJIB3YIOTCSI TOJIBKO MOCBSIIEHHBIE. [Ja 1 MepTBsKH ¢ 3a0po-
IIIEHHOT'O KJIaJOMIIIA MPOIILJION HOYBIO TOXe, BCTIOMHHAS IPoIuioe, yroMuHau [lepByio smoxy. Dtum
BCE MO3HaHUsI AHTUIA B JAHHOM BOIIPOCE U OTrpaHUuYMBavch. OHAKO, HE KeJlasi AEMOHCTPUPOBATh
CBOIO TOJTHYI0 HEOCBEIOMJIEHHOCTb, BBICIYIIIAB CJIOBA CTAPUKA, AHTHII C CEPhE3HBIM BHOM KUBHYL.

— Boo01mie-To Tebe Obl He pyraTh, a MOONAroAApPUTh CIIEIOBAJIO TOrO OeCeHKa, 4To 3aBell TeOs
clofia, — 3aMETUJ1 CTapuK.

— C 4ero Obl BAPYr? — NPHITYpUIICS AHTHIL

— B TBOMX Kpasix Tebe Bce paBHO Obl )KM3HHM HE ObLIO, — OTBETWJI cTapuk. — Jliomu GosTcs
BECTHUKOB CMEPTH, U €CThb 3a uTo. [1o3TOMy TBOM cocenu caenany Obl Bce OT HUX 3aBHCSAIIEE, YTOObI
3aCTaBUTH TeOs YUTH.

— $1 He BECTHUK CMepTH, — MpauyHO OypKHYJT AHTHIL.

— 41 3Ha10, — ynbIOHYICA eMy cTapuk. — Ho asist Goblneit yacTu mofel ToT, B Ybell pyKe Haxo-
JUTCS HOX BECTHUKA CMEPTH, TAKOBBIM U sIBJIsieTcsl. OTKPBITO IPOTUB TeOS BHICTYITUTH CKOPEE BCETO
HUKTO ObI He pernwicss. Ho ecii ObI TH caM He ToXkeNan yUTH, TO Kak-HAOY/Ib HeB3HAYAl 3aropesicst
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ObI TBOM JJoM. [ToTOM KTO-HHOYAb MOAMEINa ObI OTPaBY B MUIILY CKOTHHE. MOKET OBbITh, TPUTPO3UIN
OBl pacnpaBoil TBOUM OJTM3KHUM. . .

— V Hac B ceJie JIIOM He Takue! — yBepeHHO TiepeOnI cTaprKa AHTHIL.

— Moron THI erie, mapeHb, — CHUCXOAUTEIIBHO YJIBIOHYJICS eMy cTapuK. — He 3Haemb Tl IOKa
ele Jofael. Y Kak[IOoro U3 Hac B Jylle Takas TeMHas Oe3[Ha COKpbITa, B KOTOPYIO M CAMOMY-TO
3arIsIHYTh MOPOIO KYTKO ObiBaeT. CTpax criocoOeH MHOTHMX YeJOBEYeCKOro oONMKa JUIMHUTh. Tebe
TIOBE3J10, UTO Thl OKA3aJICS B MECTaX, IIe HUKTO He 3HAET, KTO Thl TAKOK. BOT TOJIBKO HOX CBOM CIIpSTUb
Y 1iepej1 KakIbIM BCTPEYHbIM O€3 HY:K/Ibl HAlIOKa3 He BHICTABIISH.

— A Bac pa3Be He MyraeT To, 4TO 32 OIHUM C BaMU CTOJIOM CHJMT Y€JIOBEK C HOKOM BECTHHKA
cMeptu? — cIpocuil AHTHILL

— A 1o MO0 JyIly yKe He OJVH BECTHUK CMEpPTH MPHUXOIWI, — JIYyKaBO YJIBIOHYJICS CTApUK —
Jla TONBKO BCE OHU TAK HU C YEM U YIILIM.

— Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXXHO? — yIuBUIICA AHTHIL

— Mauto THI Yero enie B 3TOW KU3HHU OBUIAJ, TAPEHb, — COBCEM He 0OUJIHO, M0-100poMy pac-
CMesyICs CTapuK. — [109TOMY MHOTO 4ero eie He MOHMMAETIb.

— A 4 pa3Be Cropio, — Tak ke C yIbIOKOH pa3Ben pykamMu AHTHIL — BOT TOJNBKO HHMKTO He
OepeTcst HayYHTh.

— A 4yeMy ThI XOTeJ1 Obl HAyUUThCS? — CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY K TUIEUY, CIPOCHII CTApHK.

AHTHUT OT HEOXUJTAHHOCTH IaXe pactepsiicsi. Borpoc ObL 3a/1aH Tak, CJIOBHO CTAPUK CaM FOTOB
ObLT B3SITHCSI HAYYUTh AHTHUIIA BCEMY, YTO OH TOJIBKO TOKeTaeT.

— He 3Ha10, — 4yecTHO npu3Haiicss AHTHIL. — MHe BOOOIIe-TO Bce MHTEPeCHO. S Be/lb TOJNBKO U
3HAI0, YTO PadOTy B TOJIE JIa KOe-UTO MO XO3AWCTBEHHON YaCTH.

— IT0 yXe HeMAaJIO, — 3aMETUJI CTApHK. — BONBIIIMHCTRY JTIOfIeid BIOJIHE JOCTATOYHO TOJIBKO TEX
3HAHWIA, KOTOpbIe HETIOCPEACTBEHHO CBSI3aHBI C TOW PaOdOTOM, KOTOPOW OHM 3apadaThiBaiOT cede Ha
KU3Hb.

— 4 Xouy apyroro, — yBepeHHO 3as1BUJI AHTHIL.

— Yero xe? — C UHTEPECOM IPHUIILYPHIICS CTAPUK.

— Hy, Hanpumep, Koraa Moii oterr OpocaeT 3epHO B 3eMJII0, OH 3HAET, Yepe3 CKOJIBKO JTHEW OHO
B30MET. A MHE UHTEPECHO MOHSTh, YTO TAKOTO MPOUCXOAUT C 36PHOM, ITOYEMY OHO BAPYT B 3€JICHBII
POCTOK TpeBpariaercs. S1 xouy y3Hath, Kak Becb MUp ycTpoeH. [loueMy B HEM BCe IPOUCXOIUT TaK,
Kak MPOUCXOJIUT, a He nHaue?

— I'moGanpHbIN BONPOC, — YCMEXHYJICS CTApUK.

— Kak? — He noHsiin AHTHIL

— Ha Takoii Borpoc B IByX CJIOBax HE OTBETHIIIb, — [IO-UHOMY BBIpa3wICs CTapuk. — la v Bpsia
JIM HalIeTCs YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIM 3HAET TOUHBIN OTBET HA HETO.

— 310 5 noHUMalo, — KuBHys1 AHtuIl. — Kpusoii BaH, mmHkapp u3 Haiero cesa, TOBOPUT, UTO
MO3HATh MU JI0 KOHIIA HEBO3MOKHO, HO JIDOOE HOBOE 3HAHUE MPUOIMKAET YeJOBeKa K TOHMMAHMIO
CYIITHOCTH U TIEPBOIPUYMHBI MUPO3/IAHHUSL.

— Bam mmHKapb, I07KHO OBITh, MYAPBIH YeNIOBEK, — 3aMETUI CTapuK. — Ho 4To Th X0Tesn Obl
y3HaTh NEPBLIM JeJIOM?

— Yto MHe Je1aTh C HO)KOM BECTHUKA CMEPTH? — He 3a[yMbIBasICh, CIPOCHJI AHTHIL.

— A 9TO TBHI CaM JyMaelb [0 STOMY MOBOAY? — 3a]JaJ1 BCTPEUHBIN BOMPOC CTAPUK.

— Kpugoit Ban roBopmsi MHe, 9TO M30aBUTLCS OT HOXA, MHAYe KaK BEPHYB €r0 BECTHHUKY
CMEpPTH, HEBO3MOKXHO. — CKa3aB 3T0, AHTHIT BOITPOCUTEILHO MMOCMOTPEIT Ha CTApHKA.

— BepHo, — KOPOTKO KMBHYJI TOT U HE cKa3aJl 0ojiee HU CJIoBa.

— Emie roBopsT, 4TO eciii He M30aBUIIbCS OT HOXKa, TO CO BpEMEHEM CaM IPEeBPATUIIILCS B
BECTHHKA CMEPTH.
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— A BOT 3TO KaK pa3 JAOBOJIBHO-TAKH IIUPOKO paclpoCTpaHeHHOe 3a0yKIeHNe, — YBEPEHHO
3asiBUJI CTApuK. — $1 JTMYHO 3HAJ IBOMX YEJIOBEK, KOTOPhIE BJA[EId HOXKaMH BECTHUKOB CMEPTH U
OCTaBJIMCh MIPH 3TOM OOBIYHBIMHU JIIO/IbMU, HE UCTTBITHIBAIOIIMMHE NATOJIOTMUECKOM TATH K yOUHCTBAM.

— IIpaBaa? — ¢ Ha/IeKA0M IOCMOTPEN Ha CBOEro coOeceJHUKA AHTHIL.

— VctuHHas npaBza, — OTBETHII €My CTapHK.

— W BBI MOXeETE CBECTU MEHSI C STHMHU JIIOABMU?

— VBB, — C cOoXaJleHHeM pa3Besl pyKamu cTapuk. — OIHOro U3 HUX, KaK MHE U3BECTHO, yXke
HET Ha 9TOM CBETe, a IJie UCKaTh JAPYroro, s He UMe HU MaJIeUINero rnpeacTaBieHus. [eno B Tom,
YTO, UCTIBITBIBASI CTPACTD K IMyTEIIECTBUSIM, OH HUKOTJA He CUIIUT Ha MecTe. Pa3 B Tpu-uetsipe roga
OH 3ae3)KaeT KO MHe, YTOOBl PAcCKa3aTh O CBOMX HOBBIX MPHUKIIOUCHHUSIX U MOKA3aTh KAPThl 3eMeJlb,
B KOTOPBIX JIO HETO HUKTO enle He ObBas. Ho s He Mory maxe mpuOIM3nTeNbHO CKa3aTh, KOTAa OH
SIBUTCSI CIOJ]a B OYEPEAHON pa3.

— Ho Heyxenu BaM Tak-TakM BOOOIE HUYETO HE U3BECTHO O TOM, KaK MM YAaJI0Ch COBJIAIATh
C CHJION HOXa? — Bce ellle He XeJslasi OCTaBJsATh HaJekK Iy, KOTopas c/iesaiach MoYTy MpU3pavHoOi,
cpocui AHTHIIL.

Crapuk orBeTn He cpa3y. CHauana OH JONWJI Yail, OCTABABLIMICS Y HETO B KpPyXKKe. 3aremM
3aHOBO HAIOJIHWII €e ¥ OPOCHJI B Yaid apy KyCKOB KOJIOTOTO caxapa. [locie 3Toro crapuk rnorsiaani
KOTa ¥ TIOCMOTpeN Ha AHTHIA TaK, KaK He CMOTpel emle HU pasy. Kazanock, oH XoTen 3arissHyTh B
camy IIyIly CHAEBIIEro HalpOTHB HEro napHs, YToObl MOHATh, KAKOBO COOTHOIIEHHE 100pa U 314,
3aJI0KEHHBIX B HEe MPUPOIONA. AHTHIT IOUYBCTBOBAJ ceOs1 HEJIOBKO U C TPYJIOM yAEpXKaJcs OT KeJa-
HUS OTBECTH B3IVISI/L B CTOPOHY.

— 4 mory HayuuTh TeOs IPOTUBOCTOSTH TOM 3JI0M BOJIE, KOTOPYIO CTapaercsi HaBs3aTh TeOe
HOX, — CKa3aJI HAaKOHell cTapuK. — Eciti y Tebs1 XBaTUT NPUPOAHBIX CIOCOOHOCTEN U TEPIIEHHMS], TO ThI
CMOKeEIIIb JIepKaTh TOT HOX MpU ceOe U He OOAThCS MPUYMHUATH 371a KoMy Obl To HU ObUTO. Ho 51 He
CMOTY HAay4HTh TeOsI TIOJIb30BATLCS STUM HOKOM. It 3TOro HyXeH NMPUPOXKAECHHBIA BOUH. A 51 U B
JIyqIIre-To sl ceOs1 BpeMeHa ¢ HeOXOTOU Opasicsl 3a HOX MJTH MeY.

— CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH 3TO 3aiiMeT? — ObICTPO CITPOCKIT AHTHII.

—ITO yX KaK JIeJI0 MOWET, — pa3Bes pyKaMH CTapuK. — MOXeT, rofi, a MOXeT, ¥ BCE AeCATb. —
3ameTHB, KaK CHUK TPH 3THX €ro ClIoBax AHTHII, CTApUK YIBIOHYNCS U goGaBui: — Hy, ThI-TO, Kak
MHE KaeTcs1, ObICTPO BceMy 00yUIHIIbest. [1710X0 TONBKO TO, UTO HOX yXKe caM K TeOe B PyKY MpbIraeT.

— Y MeHs 3TO BCEro O/IMH pa3 v MOy YUJIOCh, — CMYIIEHHO ITpU3HaJCcsA AHTHIL — [lociie, CKOJTbKO
HU MTPOOOBAJI, HUKAKOTO TOJIKA.

— Tloka TBOst BOJIS cabee CHIIbI HOXKA, IyCKaTh €ro B JIeJI0 He CIEyeT, — CTPOro Mpou3HecC
cTapyK. — BOT Korjia Hay4uInbCst Hoxa He O0sThCsI, TOTAA U HAJeTTb KOro-HUOYAb, KTO HAY4uT TeOs,
KaK UM T0JIb30BaThCSI.

— Jla MHE 3TO ¥ HU K YeMy BOBCE, — MaxHYJI pyKoi AHTHIL. — MHe Obl clIpATaTh STOT HOX Ky/a
MoJaJIbllle, ga 1 3a0bITh O HEM.

— OueHb MIyno, — ¢ yKOpOM IMOKavajl ToJIOBOM cTapuK. — [T1yro uMeTh B CBOMX pyKax TaKyio
YIUBHUTEIIBHYIO BEIllb M HE YMETb €10 MOJIb30BaThcsl. Bee paBHO UTO cCOOMpPATh KHUTH, HE YMEsl YATATh.

— Yurars g yMeI0, — IOCTIEIWII 3aBEPUTh AHTHII.

— U 10 X0po1mo, — yabIOHyJICS CTApUK.

— Y MeHs ecTh HEeMHOTO JIeHeT, — AHTHUI AOCTaJl U3-3a Ma3yXU KOIIIeb U BCTPSIXHYJI UM, 3BSIK-
HYB MOHETaMU. — $l MOTy 3arIaTUTh BaM 32 Ha4asI0 0O0y4YeHus1. A IOTOM Haily Kakylo-HUOYIb padboTy
MOOJIM30CTHU U 3apadoTal, CKOJIBKO HYKHO.

— TMoGmu3ocTy THI HUKAKOW padOTHI HE HaHJellb, — YCMEXHYJIC CTapuk. — [lotoMy 4to He
)KUBET HUKTO OT MeHsI moOiu30cTh. J1o OniKaiIero ropojia, B KOTOpOM MOKHO Ha paOOTy HaHAThCS,
JHeW JecsITh MyTH.

— A ecnu 1o peke? — cipocusl AHTHII, BCTIOMHUB PO OCTaBJICHHYIO Ha Oepery JIOIKY.

46



A. Kanyrun. «BectHuk cmepti»

— Ecnm mibITh 1O peke, To 3a CYyTKH C HEOOJIBIIMM MOKHO J0OPaThCsl 10 AHIIbINAIA, — OTBETHIT
CTapyK. — DTO HEOOJBINON TOPT, M PadOTy TaM, HaBEpHOE, CHICKAaTh MOKHO. Jla ThI jke HM sI3bIKa,
Ha KOTOPOM ToBOpAT B IlouTyHHOM, HU 0OBIYaeB MECTHBIX, HM 3aKOHOB He 3Haelb. B TlomtyHHOI
K Uy’)KaKaM OTHOCSITCSI TEPIIMMO, HO YCTAaHOBJICHHBIE 3/1€Ch TPaBUJIa TIOBEJCHUS BBIMOIHSITH HEOOXO-
JMMO HEYKOCHUTEJIBHO.

— IpaBuiia wim 3aKOHBI? — MEPECTIPOCUT AHTHII.

— 3akoH B [lognyHHo# onuH — 310 ['ynpu-xaH, HeiHemHUN umneparop [ognynnoii. Korga xe
s1 TOBOPIO O MPaBUJIaxX, TO UMEIO B BUJY MpaBuJia MOBEJEHUS B IPUCYTCTBEHHbIX MecTax. B Ionmyn-
Hol MiMniepum eificTByeT BechbMa CJIOKHAsI MePapXusl TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX CIIyKAallMX U YNHOBHUKOB,
HE3HaHUE KOTOPOH 3a4acTylo MOKET CTOUTh KU3HMU.

— Hy, xak-HuOyIb yCTpOIOCh, — HE OYEHb YBEpPEeHHO OTBeTHJ AHTHI. — Bce omgHo, apyroro
BBIOOpA Y MEHS HET.

— OcraBaiicsl y MeHsl, — IPeJIOXKUT HEOXKUJAHHO CTapyK. — Byerns moMorats MHe B padoTe u
TI0 XO3SICTBY, a s TeOs1 32 3TO KOPMUTh U YUUTh CTaHy. K BecHe S3bIK 3[EITHUIN MOAYYHIIIb, TOTAA 1
OTIpaBUIIbCS B TOpo]. MOXeT, K TOMy BPEMEHHU U TIOMYTUYHK TeOe ChIIIETCSI.

AHTUT He MOT He 00paJOBaThCs TAKOMY TpeasiokeHHo. OIHAKO MOC/eHAE Ba AHS HAY YK
ero ObITh OCTOPOKHBIM B OOITICHUH ¢ HE3HAKOMBIMH JTIOJIbMH.

— A BBI-TO CaMU Kak 3/1eCb OJIMH KUBETe? — CIIPOCUJI OH Y CTapHKa.

— ¥V MeHs Bce, UTO HYKHO 1S KU3HU, UMEETCs, — OTBETUJI TOT. — A TO, YEro He XBaTaeT, FOCTU
MIPUBO3AT.

— Y10 32 rocTH? — C NMOAO3PEHNEM ITIOCMOTpPEJT Ha CTAPUK AHTHII.

— Ko MHe pa3zHble 011 NpUXoAsT, — YKJIOHUYMBO OTBETUII CTApUK.

— A ¢ HEUMCTBIO BbI, YACOM, HE 3HAETECH? — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHII AHTHII.

OTKUHYB ToJIOBY Ha3ajl, CTapUK 3BOHKO pacCMesiICs.

— BupgHo, 310poBO TeOs1 HEUHCTDh Halyrasia, — CKa3ajl OH, BeCeJo INIsIHYB Ha AHTHUIIA.

— Bb1 0 ceGe HUYero He paccKa3blBaIM, — HACYNUIcss AHTHIL. — Bce TOJbKO MeHs paccripariu-
BaJM. A f, IpeXJe YeM pelIuTb, OCTaThCs JIM Yy Bac, 3HATh JIOJKEH, KTO Bbl TAKOW, MIOYEMY OAMH
3[IECh )KMBETE U YEM 3aHUMAETECh.

— BepHo rosopuiiib, — cornacuics co cioBamy AHtumna crapuk. — Haunem nmo nopsigky. C
HEUNCTHIO I HE 3HAIOCh, XOTSI KOE C KeM M3 HUX TTO3HAKOMUTBCS He OTKazauics Obl. JKMBY OJMH, TOTOMY
YTO MHE 3TO HPAaBUTCA. A JIOIU KO MHE IIPUXOASAT 32 JIEKAPCTBAMH U COBETAMMU, KaK JICYUTh T€ WU
VHbIe OOJIe3HU.

— Tax BbI, BBIXOAUT, BeAyH! — 0OpaioBaicss AHTHIIL.

— He BenyH, a yueHblid, — IOIHSIB BBEPX YKa3aTeJIbHBIN MaJiel, MOMPaBUiI €ro CTapuk. — 5 usy-
Yalo MUPO3/1aHKe, MBITAIOCh PUOTU3UTHCS K TOHMMAHHIO €r0 TIePBOIPUYMHBI.

— Hy u kak, nonmy4aercsi? — ¢ ype3BblYAlIHO CEPbE3HBIM BU/IOM ITOMHTEPECOBANICA AHTHII.

— C mepeMeHHBIM yCIeXoM, — YABIOHYJICS CTapUK.

— A BOT CKaXuTe-Ka MHe, — Cpa3y ke nepelen K Jeay AHTHIL, — [I0YeMy KaMeHb, KOrja ero
KHUHEIllb BBEPX, CHOBA Ha 3eMJIIO Majaetr?

— Bceemy cBoe Bpems, — oTBeTHI1 ctapuk. — [Ipuaer nopa, u Ha 3TOT CBOM BOIIPOC Thl OTBET
nonyuninb. Ho cHavyana gaBaii-ka ¢ TBOUM HOKOM pazOepemcsl.

CraprK CHOBa CXOIWJI B COCEJJHIOI0 KOMHATY M TMPHHEC OTTYa HEOOJBIIYIO Y3KYIO IIKATYIIKY,
pasmMepamMM Kak pa3 MoJ HOX, CAEIaHHYIO M3 JepeBa KpacHoBartoro Ipera. Ha 1uiockoil Kpbliike
IIKATYJIKY 110 yTJ1aM ObUTM HAOMThI METAJUTMYECKHUE TUIACTHHBI C YeKaHHBIMU N300pakKeHUSIMU TOJIOB
KaKHUX-TO HEBOOOPA3UMBIX YPOJILIEB, MOXOKUX OJHOBPEMEHHO U Ha )KUBOTHBIX, M Ha Joniei. [loep-
HYB MaJICHbKUI KJIIOYMK B 3aMK€, CTAPUK OTKPBUI HIKATYJIKY, KOTOpas, K YAUBJICHUIO AHTHIA, OKa-
3aJ1ach IMyCTOM.

— Kitagu HOX B IIKATYNIKY, — BeJieJl AHTUITY CTApUK.

AHTHUII B35J1 HOX B PYKY, HO, IIPE3K/IE YEM TOJIOKUTh €r0 B IIKATYJIKY, BCE K€ CIIPOCUIL:
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— W 4910 310 Hact?

— IIkarysnka SKpaHUpPOBAHHAS.

— Kak? — ynuBneHHo nepecnpocusl AHTHIL.

— Hy, Bpone kak 3aroBopeHHasi, — 00bsICHWI CTapuK. — Haxonsich B Heid, HOX BpEMEHHO TepsieT
CBOIO BJIACThb HaJ TOOOI.

BrionHe y/moBNeTBOpPEeHHBIN TaKUM OOBSICHEHHMEeM, AHTHIT OCTOPOXHO TIOJIOKHUI HOX B IIIKA-
TYJIKY.

Crapuk OBICTPO 3aXJIONHYJT IKATYJIKY ¥ JBAK/IBI TIOBEPHYIT KJTIOY B 3aMKe.

— Bce, — ckazan oH, MOJIOKMB JIAJOHb HA KPBILIKY MIKaTyl1Ku. — Ha BpeMsi 0 HOe MOXkelllb
3a0bITh.

— Ho BbI Befib cOOMpaAIMCh HAYYUTh MEHSI, KaK TIPABUJIBHO 00PAIaThCs C HOKOM, — YIUBHUIICS
AxTHI.

— [lnst aToro Tebe caM HOX He MOTpedyeTcsl, — OTBETHJI CTapuK. — By/erb TpeHupoBaTh CBOE
CO3HaHME U BOJIO HA JIPYTUX, Ky/la MEHEee ONAaCHBIX IIPeAMETax.

— A HeJb3s1 JIM ero TamM HaBCerJa OCTaBUTh? — B3MISAAOM yKa3asl Ha MIKATYJIKy AHTHIL

— Her, — KOpOTKO OTBETHJI CTAPUK.

JlaBaTh Kakue-1u60 0OBSICHEHHS 10 STOMY MTOBOJY OH He cUesl HY:)KHbIM, 2 AHTHUII HE PEIUIICS
3a7aBaTh HOBbBIE BOIIPOCHI OTHOCUTENIBHO JaJIbHEWIel cyapObl Hoxa. BMecTo aToro oH cripocun y
CTapuKa O JpyroMm:

— Kak mHe Bac Ha3biBaTh? BbI 10 CHX MOp HE cKa3ajiy MHE CBOETO UMEHHU.

Crapuk Ha CekyH[y 3aaymaJics.

— A HazbIBaii-Ka MEeHsI IPOCTO AEI0M, — CKa3aJl OH, YABIOHYBIIHCH. — [1yCTh TOCTH yMAIOT, 4TO
MBI ¢ TOOOW CPOJICTBEHHUKH. MeHbIIle BOIPOCOB 33aBaTh CTAHYT.
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I'maBa 6

Tak 1 ocrasicsi AHTHII )KUTb B IOME CTapOro OTIIEIbHUKA.

Jlen otBen AHTHITy MaJIeHbKYIO KaMOpPKY, JBEpb B KOTOPYIO HaXOAWJIACh MPSIMO B ceHsX. B
KaMOpKe CTosla y3Kasl JepeBsHHas KpoBaTh, [Ja JJOCKA, MOJIOXKEHHAsl Ha KO3JIbl, BBIIOJIHSANA POJIb
HEOOJIBIIIOTO CTOJIMKA. AHTHUITY OOJIBIIEro M He TpeOoBaIoch — ObIO OB MECTO, I/Ie TOJIOBY MPEKJIO-
HUTb.

XozsicTBO y neaa Obu1 Heboratoe. [ToMUMO KO3bI, KOTOPYIO AHTUN yXe BHAIEIN, KUJIU B €r0
JIOMe eIle JEeCSATOK Kyp M OOJBIIOH METyX ¢ OFPOMHBIM KPacHbIM I'peOHEM, TOpIblii U HaMEHHBIH,
cioBHO cam umneparop Ioamynnoit. lea Tak 1 HaspiBas ero — ummnepatop. Ho ripu 3tom B norpebe
Ha JIEJHUKE MMEJIOCh JOCTATOYHO 3aMacoB BSJIGHOTO MsiCa, COJIEHOW PhIObI, ChIpa M MPOYeil CHEH.
J1oKHO OBbITh, IPOAOBOJILCTBHE JIOCTABIISUIN €AY T€ CaMble CTPaHHbIE TOCTH, O KOTOPBIX OH YIIOMHU-
HaJl.

B oropone y nena uMenoch MHOXKECTBO JAMKOBUHHBIX PACTEHMH, KAKMX MpexJe AHTHUII U He
BusbiBasL. [loMuMO Tex, 4To LUIM B MHMILY, POCIAM TaM M TPaBbl, KOTOPBIE MCHOJIBb30BAT Jel IS
NIPUTOTOBJIEHUS JTeKapcTB. [Ipo Kakaylo U3 HUX, MPEekae YeM COpBaTh, Je/ MOIPOOHO paccKa3bIBall
AHTHITY: 1aBaJ TpaBe Ha3BaHHWE HA HECKOJIbKUX SI3bIKAX, TOBOPWJI, IJIe OHA PACTeT, OT KaKux Ooes-
Hell OMOTaeT 1 B KaKyIo TIopy ee coOMpaTh CieLyer.

[To mepBOMY BpeMeHH Aes IOBepsul AHTHIY TOJNBKO padoTy 1o Xo3sicTBy. Ilpuxommmoch
AHTHUIy 32 KO30H Ja KypamH NpUCMaTpUBaTh, B OrOPOAE 3eMJII0 KOMaTh, IO BOAY XOOWUTh, JpOBa
KOJIOTb, €y TOTOBUTb, B IOME Ja Ha JABOpEe YOMpaTbCsl, YUHUTH CTapylo MeOenb Aa opexay. Ilpu-
BBIYHOMY K XJIONIOTaM IO A0MY AHTUILy Noji00HasA paboTta ObliIa HEe B TATOCTb. Jla 1 BpeMeHH OHU
3aHMMaJa HeMHOTo. B cBoOoIHOE e BpeMsi AHTHIT 3aHUMAJICS C JIeJJOM, KOTOPBII yUHJI €r0 SI3bIKY
INonyHHOM, pacckasbiBai 00 UCTOpUM VIMIlepiM 1 ee HbIHELITHEM TOCyIapCTBEHHOM ycTporcTse. OT
Je/1a y3HaJl AHTHIT M O TOM, KaK I0JIb30BaThcs KajleHaapeM I1o1u1yHHOI, 1 0 MeTpUYEecKoil crucTeme
Mep 1 BECOB, KOTOpasi OKa3ajach Kyaa yIoOHee ¥ MpaKTU4Hee TOM, 4To OblIa mpuHsTa B benosembe.

— A KOrja HO)XOM HauHeM 3aHMMAaThbCs? — TO U JIeJIO CIIpAIIMBal y jiefa AHTHIIL.

— A MBI y’K€ UM 3aHMMaeMcsl, — C JTyKaBOM MCKOPKOM B IJla3axX OTBEYaJ eMy Ha 3TO CTapUK.

— Kak tak? — HejoymeBaiole pa3Boui pyKaMu AHTHII.

— Uem Oonplire 3HaHUMI y TeOs B TOJIOBE, TEM Tpy/IHEe HOXKY OKa3blBaTh Ha TeOsI CBOE MaryoHoe
BO3/IeiicTBHE, — TOBOpUMII ieAl. — Te JBoe, PO KOTOpbIX 51 TeOe FOBOPUIL, YTO TAKHE Ke HOKU UMEJIH
Jla CAMU BECTHUKAMM CMEPTH He CTaM, 00a YMHUKaMU ObUIM TAKUMM, YTO TIOMCKATh.

Co BpemeHeM e Havyal NpUBJIEKaTh AHTUIIA U K TIOMOUIM B IPUTOTOBJIEHUM JIEKapcTB. B
JajibHel KOMHarte, Ijie, Kak 1o epBoMy BpeMeHH JyMajl AHTHIT, HAXOAWJIACh CTIAJIbHSA Jie]ja, Ha CaMOM
Jiesie pacrosaraaach IpeBOCXOAHO 00opyaoBaHHas adoparopus. Cria ke ef 3a MUpPMOH B YTy B
CTPaHHOM MeIlKe, MOJBEIIEHHOM 32 JIBa KOHIIA, KOTOPbIN OH Ha3bIBaJl FAMAKOM, U IIPH 9TOM YBEPSI,
YTO TaK CHATh ropaszio ynoOHee, YeM Ha KpOBaTH.

CHauasna AHTHII IPOCTO CKaThIBAJI IIWJIIOJIY Y Pa3/MBaJl B IIy3bIPbKU TPAaBSIHbIE HACTOU. 3aHH-
THE ObLJIO HECIIOKHBIM, HO TIONEpPBOHAaYaly AHTHIIA Pa3[paxallo TO, YTO JeJ] MOCTOSHHO TpeOoBal,
YTOOBI OH padOTaJl «CTEPUIbHO». AHTHII JOJITO HE MOT B3SITh B TOJIK, YTO UMEHHO e/l TOHUMAET I1071
3THM CTPaHHBIM CJIOBOM.

— B okpyxkartorieil Hac cpejie MPUCYTCTBYET MHOXKECTBO MEJIbYANIIIMX KUBBIX CYILECTB — MUK-
POOOB, OOJNBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX CIIOCOOHBI, TTOTIAB B OPraHM3M 4eJIoBeKa, BBI3BATh 3a00JIeBaHue, — CTa-
paresbHO BTOJIKOBBIBAJI AHTHITY JIE/I.

— 1 B BO311yXe? — HEIOBEPUMBO CIpAIIMBasl AHTHIL.

— KoneuHo.

— W, 3HaunT, C KaXXJbIM B3/I0XOM $1 MPOIJIATHIBAIO JECATOK-IPYTOM STUX CaMbIX MUKPOOOB?

— He necarku, a Teicsaun, — nonpasiisiyl AHTUIIA JE.
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— Tak mouemy e 51 10 CUX TIOp BCe ellle )XHUB?! — 3apaHee TOPKECTBYs Modery, paloCTHO BOC-
KJIMLQJI AHTHIL.

—IToroMy 4TO TBO¥ OpraHU3M UMeET HECKOJIBKO 3aIIUTHBIX 0apbepPOB, MPETISITCTBYIONIUX BHE/I-
PEHUI0 B HEr0 M Pa3sMHOXKEHUI0O MUKPOOOB, — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBEeUYaJl Ha BONPOC AHTHUMA Je]. —
3amuTHble ke Oapbepbl OpraHnu3Ma OOJBHOTO YeJIOBeKa, ISk KOTOPOro M MpeIHa3HaueHbl U3TOTOB-
JIsieMble HAMU JIeKapcTBa, ocaadneHsl. M Mbl JOIKHBI CEIaTh BCE BOBMOXKHOE, YTOOB B OpPraHU3M
OOJILHOTO He TOTAaI BMECTE C JIEKAPCTBAMH HOBBIE OOJIE3HETBOPHBIE MUKPOOBI.

AHTUT C COMHEHHeM Kavall T010Boi. Ho BHE 3aBUCMMOCTH OT TOTO, BEPHJI OH B KPOIIEYHBIX
HEBUAMMBIX yOUII], BUTAIONIMX B BO3yX€, WJIM HET, CO BpEMEHEM Yy HEro BOIIO B ITPUBBIUKY, ITPEKIE
yeM Opatbcsi 3a padboTy, TIIATEIBHO MBITh PYKH, & 3aTeM MPOTUPATh MX BUHHBIM CIIPTOM, KOTOPOTO B
JOMeE y Jea UMEJIOCh U3PSAIHOE KOJIMYECTBO. A TOPJIBIIIKO Kak/I0r0 IMy3bIpbKa, MPEXIe YeM HarloJ-
HUTH €r0 IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIM PACTBOPOM, AHTHII YK€ aBTOMATUYECKUM JBHKEHHEM TTOJHOCHUII K TIIa-
MEHH CITUPTOBOM FOPEJIKM, BCET/a CTOsIBIIEH Ha padodyeM CTole.

— Beixomur, npuunHa Bcex OoJe3Hel B TeX MUKpOOax, 4To MOMajaloT B YeIOBEUYECKUI opra-
HU3M? — JONBITBIBAICS Y Jea AHTHIIL.

— IIpuunH 3a0071€BaHUs CTOMD K€ MHOTO, KaK M caMHX OOJIe3Hel, — OTBeYasl eMy CTapuK. —
Hekotopble 13 HUX 0 cUX NOp JO KOHIA He sicHbl. Ho 51 yBepeH, 4To cO BpeMeHeM JIIoI HaydaTcs
JIeYUTH BCe OOJNIE3HH, B TOM YHCIIE U Ty, KOTOPYIO Mbl Ha3bIBAEM CTAPOCTHIO.

— W Torna monu He OyayT yMupaTh? — YIUBISHHO CIIPAIIMBaI AHTHIL

— Kro 3Haet, — yKJIOHYMBO OTBEYAJ Ha 3TO JE/.

[TpenqmeroM ocoOo¥ TOPAOCTH CTApUKa SABJISIICA METAUTMUECKUH MKad, CTOSIBIIUN B KyXHE,
KOTOPBII OH Ha3bIBAJI TEPMOCTATOM. B TepMocTare cTapuk BhIpaluBal mieceHb. Yero AHTUN JOITO
HE MOT B3SITh B TOJIK, TaK 3TO TO, KAKUM 00pa30M C TIOMOIIBIO IJIECEHN MOKHO JICUUTh OOJTBHBIX.

— 41 BeIpammMBan0 He KaKylo MOonajo IUieceHb, a ONpe/eIeHHbIE €€ BUIbI, — OObACHST AHTUITY
nen. — Te, KOTOpbie MPH poCTe CBOEM BBIICIISIOT BEIIECTBA, yOUBaloIye 00JIe3HETBOPHBIX MUK POOOB.
970 Kacaercsi B 0COOCHHOCTU paHeBbIX MH(EKIMI. BoJblie MoIoBUHB BOMHOB, paHEHHBIX B 0OI0,
YMHUPAIOT HE OT CaMOr'0 PaHEeHUs, a OT MH(EKLIMH, oNajallleil B paHy. JlekapcTBo ke, KOTopoe
TMOJTyYalo U3 TUIECEHH, AAeT PAHEHBIM IIAHC BBIKHUTb.

— Inist TOrO, 4TOOB! OBUTM paHEHbIe, HyXKHA BOIHA, — 3aMETHJI KaK-TO pa3 AHTHIIL.

— INopnynnas MiMniepusi HACTONBKO BEJIMKA, YTO TAe-HUOYAb HA €€ TEPPUTOPUM BCErza UIET
BOIHA, — OTBETUJI CTAPHK. — ECIIM 3TO HE MOMBITKA 3aXBaTUTh HOBbIE TEPPUTOPHHU, TO TIPUTPAHUYHAS
BOIHA C KeM-HUOY/Ib U3 coceliell M3-3a CIIOPHBIX 3eMellb. Kpome Toro, peikwii rof BeiaeTcs 0e3
MsTeKa BHYTPY CTPAHBI.

CreHku y TepMocTarta ObUTH TOJIBIMH, W TT0 HUM MOCTOSTHHO LIMPKY/IMPOBaJIa BOJA, HArpeBaio-
Imasicsl OT Kapa Mey U MOCTYMAIIas yepe3 MoABeAeHHYI0 CHU3Y TpyOy. IHTEHCMBHOCTh Harpena
TepMOCTaTa MOKHO OBLIO PEryIMpOBaTh C IIOMOIIBIO KPaHa, EPEKPHIBAIOIIETO TOCTYII FOpsYed BOJbI
B KOXyX. [Tnecenp BbIpanmBaiach B MsICHOM OyJIbOHE, KOTOPBIN CTApHK Bapril U3 OTOOPHOTO Msica.
C momonipio AHTUIIA CTAPUK TPOLEKUBAJ OYJIbOH Uepe3 HECKOJBKO CJIOEB YMCTON MaTepuu, TMocye
Yero pasjiMBajl ero Mo CTeKJISHHBIM OyThUISIM, KOTOpbIE 3aTeM CTaBUJI B Pa30Xk:KEHHYIO redb. Eine
ropsture OyTbUIH, BBIHYTBIE U3 N€YH, 3aTHIKAIUCH TPSMMYHBIMU MpoOKaMu. [1aB OynboHy B Oy THUISX
OCTBITh, CTAPUK aKKYPATHO BJIMBAJI B HETO HEMHOTO COIEPXKUMOT0 MaJIEHbKOTO ITy3bIpbKa, B KOTOPOM
conepskaJicsi Hy XKHbIi BUJ TuteceHu. [locie atoro 6yThuTH OMeNaarch B TepMoctar. B oOsi3anHOCTH
AHTHNIA BXOIWIO CJIEIUTD 32 TEMIIEPATypOl B TEPMOCTATe U KaK/Ible MoIJaca MHTEHCUBHO BCTPSIXU-
BaThb OyThUTU. Ha BTOpO# IeHb conepkrmMoe OyThiIel CTAHOBUIOCh MyTHBIM. CTapyK BHIHUMAJ UX U3
TepMOCTAaTa, CHOBA MPOIEKUBAJ U MOTyUYSHHBIN TPO3PAYHBIN PACTBOP UCHIOIB30BAT IJIs1 M3TOTOBJIE-
HUS CBOETO UYJIO/IECTBEHHOTO CHAIOObI.

— Otkyna Tebe cTaio U3BeCTHO O IeJIeOHBIX CBOMCTBAX IJIECEHH ? — CIIPOCHIT KaK-TO pa3 y Aea
AxTHI.

— MHe pacckazain 0 HUX OJUH MO 3HAKOMBbIH, — OTBETUJI TOT.
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— A Kak oH 310 y3Han?

— He 3nawo, — moxain rjiedyamu ctapuk. — Bo3MOXHO, UTO U3 KaKOW-HUOYIh KHUTU. A MOXET
OBITh, OT JPYTUX YYCHBIX.

— [Nouemy GoJtbilie HUKTO B MHUPE HE U3TOTOBJISIET 3TO UyAOACHCTBEHHOE CPEICTBO? — HeIoyMe-
BAIOLLE NIOKUMAJI TUIEYaMUA AHTHII.

— Hy nouemy xe, — ynbIOHYIICS CTapuK. — Sl HE AMHCTBEHHBIH, KTO 3aHUMAETCs MUK POOHOJIO-
rueit. Ho, Kak Thl caM BUIMIIIb, /17151 TOMOOHBIX 3aHATHI HEOOXOAUMBI OIpe/ie/ICHHbIE 3HAHU I, HABBIKH
U, 4TO, IOKATYH, caMOe TJIaBHOE, CIIeIUAIbHOEe 000PYI0BaHHE.

— Ortkyna Bee 9107 — AHTUT 00BEJT pyKO# JJabopaTopHio cTapuka. — Thl caM Bce 3TO MpuIyMat?

Ha cexynny crapuk 3agymaics.

— W nma, u Her.

— Kak 3T0 nonumars?

— B mupe He cymecTByeT HU4ero HoBoro. Bee cioBa yxke ObUIH KOrJa-TO CKa3aHbl, BCE OTKPbI-
THS$ ClIeJIaHbl, BCE 3¢MJIM HaiiieHbl. Bo BpemeHa [lepBoii 31oxu /17151 4esIoBeKa He CyleCTBOBAJIO HETIO-
3HAHHOTO.

— Ho 181 Besib cam yTBepXkJasl, 4TO NO3HATh MUPO3JaHUE O KOHLIA HEBO3MOKHO, — HATOMHUJI
CTapuKy AHTHII.

— BepHo, — 3aqyMunBO KUBHYJI TOT. — KTO 3Haer, BO3MoxkHO, o [lepBoii 3moxu HacTOIBKO
OJIM3KO MOAONUIM K MO3HAHHIO MEPBOIPUYMHBI MUPO3AAHUS, YTO 3TO OOEPHYJIOCH AJIsl HAX Tpare-
nueil. iHaue yeM erie 0OBSICHUTH TO, UTO TporBeTaHue [lepBoi a1oxy BHE3aITHO CMEHUIIOCh yIia-
KOM M ofinyaHueM BTopoii, Korja HeBeKeCTBEHHbIE BapBapbl YHUUTOXKAIHA BCE, YTO ObLJIO CO3[AaHO
BeJIMYANIIIMMU yMamu YesioBeuecTBa. Bo Bpemena Tpetbeit anoxu moau beckpaiiHero Mupa nocre-
MIEHHO, 1Iar 3a I1aroM, BOCCTAHABJIMBAJIM OCHOBBI LIMBMWIM3aLuu. U BoT ceiluac, kuBs B YeTBepTyio
3M0XY, MBI IILITAEMCSI OTBICKATh CJIE/Ibl, OCTaBIIKeCs OT [1epBoii, KOTOpbIE MOTYT yKa3aTh HaM BEPHbIE,
MOPOI0 HEOXKUAAHHBIE M TTAPaJOKCATIbHBIE TTyTH Pa3BUTHS HAYKU U OOIIECTBA.

— Tol x0uemb ckazaTh, YTO BCE, YEM ThI 3/1€Ch 3aHUMAEIIILCS, YKe ObLIO CIeJaHO BO BpeMeHa
[lepBoii an0X1? — HEIOBEPUMBO MPUILLYPUJICS AHTHII.

— To, 4To fenaio 51, BCEro JiMIlb AETCKUE UIPBl IO CPABHEHUIO C TEM, KaKMX BBICOT AOCTUraja
Hayka [1epBoii 3110XH, — TPyCTHO YJIBIOHYJICS CTApUK. — §1 MBITAl0Ch BOCCTAHOBUTH TO, UTO Pa3pPyIIUIIO
BapBapCTBO, HO ClIENIaTh 3TO COBCEM HENPOCTO, IOTOMY 4TO OT IlepBoii 310Xy He OCTanoCch HUKaKUX
3anuceid. TonbKo pa3po3HEeHHbIE apTe(PAKTHI 1a HEUUCTh, KOTOPasi XOTS U XPaHUT MaMSTh YIIEAIINX
BEKOB, HO HE KeJIaeT JeJIUTHCS €10 ¢ JoapMU. HekoTopyio moMols MOryT oKa3aTh MEAnyMbl — JIIOIU,
CrIoCcOOHBbIE BO BPeMsI TPaHCa OMUCATh Ha3HAUSHUE TOTo WM nHoro apredakra [lepoii anoxu. Ho no
OOJIBIIIEN YacTH TU OMMCAHUS BECbMa HEsSICHBI M PACIUIBIBUATHI, IOCKOJIbKY MEMYMBI, KaK IMPaBUIIO,
He 00J1aIal0T HEOOXOIMMBIMY TIO3HAHUSIMH B HY)KHOH 00JIACTH, TaK YTO B KOHEUHOM UTOTe JJO BCETO
MIPUXOIUTCS JOXOIUTh CBOUM YMOM.

INo nepBoMy BpemeHH, ciyiiasi iefia ¥ oMorasi eMy B paboTe, AHTHIT MBICJIEHHO 3a1aBajl ceoe
BOIIPOC: a BCE JIM B TIOPSIZIKE Y CTApHKa € royioBoii? BHE BCSIKMX COMHEHUH, CTApUK ObUT MyIperIIM
YeJIOBEKOM, C KaKUM TOJIBKO ITPUXOJWIIOCH BCTpevyarbCsi AHTHUITY, HO, KaK U3BECTHO, Y KaXJI0ro CTa-
pUKa umeeTcst cBos Onaxb. Tak, MOXeT OBbITh, Ie]] BOZUTCS C TUIECEHBIO TOIBKO U3 MPUXOTH ?

OpnHako Bckope AHTHIT IMeJ BO3MOKHOCTh YOequThCsl B 00paTHOM. EfBa TOJBKO BhINAI niep-
BBIH CHET, K IOMY MOTSIHYJIUCh TOCTH. Penikast Henenst ooxoquuack 6e3 BusutTepoB. CTapuk HEM3MEHHO
BEXKJIMBO BCTPEYa KaXJOro rocTs, XOTss AHTHUITY CO CTOPOHBI OBUIO XOPOIIO 3aMETHO, YTO He KO
BCEM JIeJ] OTHOCUTCSI OMMHAKOBO. Koro-To n3 rocreil OH OCTaByIsA KAAaTh HA TIOPOre, MOKa BbIHECET
uM Tpedyemoe cHagoObe. Jpyrux 3aBoauiI B IOM, caxkas 3a CTOJ M, Yromas yaeM, A0JIro O 4YeM-TO
paccrpaiuvai. Hekotopble ke U3 rocreil 3aiepAkUBaJIUCh B IOME Ha JeHb-Ipyrou. Torga crapuk
MIpUIJIalIaj 3a CTOJ U AHTUIA, KOTOPOT'O MPEJICTaBIIsI KAK CBOETO BHYYaToro IIeMsIHHUKA. 3aTauB
JbIXaHUe, CIyIlal AHTUII yAVBUTESIbHBIE UICTOPUU O HEBEIOMBIX 3€MJISIX, UTO PACCKA3bIBAJIM CTPaH-
HBIE TTOCETUTEIN.
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Pesiko KTO M3 rocTel sABJSUICSA C MyCTHIMU pyKamu. Yaiie BCero CTapuky MPUBO3UIA YTO-TO
U3 MPOAYKTOB MHUTAHUS, KOTOPHIX OBLIO HE J0CTaTh BAaiud OT Mupa. CTapuk BeXJIMBO OJarogapu
MOCETUTEJICH M MPOCKHI AHTHUIIA OTHECTH MPOIOBOJILCTBHE B rorped. VIHOrIa MpUBO3UIIN YTO-HUOY b
U3 OZICXK/bl WM TIPEAMETOB JOMAIIIHETO OOMXO0/a, OT Yero CTapuK Takke He OTKasbiBajicsa. Ho ot
BCEH JIyIIH JIe/l PaJIoBaJICs, KOTjia KTO-HUOY/Ib U3 TOCTEH, KOTOPBIH, CY/is TI0 BCEMY, yXKe He BIICPBbIE
HaBEe/IbIBAJICS B €70 JIOM, IPUBO3MJI ¢ COOOM KaKyl0-HUOYIIb KHUTY, COCY MPUIYIJIHUBOIN (POPMBI HITH
YTO-TMO0 MHOE U3 JTaA0OPATOPHOTO OOOPYIOBAHMS.

[pexae AHTHIT TOJIBKO CJIBIIIAJ OT KYIIIOB O TOM, 4TO B BeckpaiiHeM MUpe CYIIECTBYIOT JIIOJIH,
KO’Ka KOTOPBIX YEepHa, KaK Yrojib, MM XKeJTa, KaK KOpKa 3aMOPCKOro Iuiofia JumMoHa. Terepp ke,
71111 Ha TOCTEH, MPUOBIBAIOLIMX B IOM Jie[ia, AHTHIT MOT M CaM YOeUThCS B TOM, YTO BCE 9TH HCTO-
puu ObLTH HE JOCYKUMH BbIMBbIC/IaMU. KakKuX TOJNBKO YAMBUTENBHBIX JIIOIEH HE TOBHUIAI OH 3a 3Ty
OCEHb. 3a4acTyio MPEIMETOM YIUBIICHUS CYKHI HEe CTOJIBKO CaM BHEIIHWMIA OOJMK TOCTsI, CKOJIBKO
OfICKIbl, B KOTOpbIe OH ObLT oOnadeH. OKa3ajioch, 4TO JAJICKO He Bce uTesu beckpaiiHero Mupa
OTHAIOT TMpearouTeHre pydaxam u IraHam. MiMennch u Takue, KOTOpble HOCHUJIH KEHCKUe 100KHU WTn
e TOMPOCTY 0COOBIM 00pa3oM 0OOPAYMBAIM BOKPYT TYJIOBHUINA OOJIBIIME KYCKU MaTepuu. A pas-
HOOOpa3ue TOJOBHBIX YOOPOB, OPYXHsI M YKpaIlleHHi ObUIO CTOJb BEJIMKO, YTO AHTHII 3a4acTyIo
TEPSUICS, HE B CHJIaX MOHSATh, KAKOW IIEJIM CTYKHUT TOT MM MHOM IIpeMEeT YOpaHCTBA rOCTs U3 JlaJie-
KOH CTpaHbl.

Eie HaunHast ¢ oceHr AHTHII MOJI PyKOBOJCTBOM Jie/ia MPUCTYII K 3aHATHUSIM, KOTOPBIE, 110
CJIOBaM CTapMKa, JOJKHBI ObLTM M30aBUTh €r0 OT MaryOHOTrO BO3JEHCTBHUS HOXA BECTHUKA CMEPTH.
Ho BIIOTHYI0 OHU 3aHSUTKCh STUM TOJIBKO TIOC/IE TOTO, KaK 3MMa 3aMelia CHErOM BCe TMPOE3XKHUe MyTH
U MOTOK TOCTeH NpakThuyecku UCcsaK. CyTh 3aHATHI 3aK/TI0YAIach B TOM, 4TO AHTHIT YUHIICS OTrOpa-
KHUBaTh ce0s1 OT MUPa HEBUIUMOW CTEHOM, CO3/ITAHHOM C TMTOMOIIBI0 COOCTBEHHOTO CO3HaHWsl. BHauae
eMy OBUIO TPYIHO MOHSATH, YEr0 MMEHHO JOOMBACTCS OT HEro 1€/, — OH He BUJIC/T HUKAKOH CTEHbI U
HE IMOHUMAJT, KaKMM 00pa30M ee MOKHO OBbLJIO BBICTPOUTb.

— ThI gOKEH OCBOOOIMTH CBOM pa3yM OT HEHY)KHBIX MBICJEH, U TOr[a TBOE CO3HAHHUE CaMO
crenaet 3a Te0s BClo paboTy, — TOBOPUII eMY JIE.

Ho kak To1bk0 AHTHIT TPUKa3bIBal ceOe HM O YeM He lyMaTh, TOTYAC e JECATKH, a TO ¥ COTHU
CaMBIX Pa3HOOOPA3HbBIX, 3aYACTYIO [IYMbIX U HUKYEMHBIX MBIC/ICH BCILIBIBAIM y HErO B CO3HAHUM.
BHavasie AHTHIT TIBITAJICSI U30ABJIATHCS 0 OYEPEIM OT KaKI0W U3 HUX — OTJIABJIMBAJ U JaBUII, KaK
MypaBbeB. Ho K ycriexy Takasi TAKTHKA HE TIPUBEJIa — BMECTO OJHOM YHUUTOXKEHHOW MBICJIM HE3aMe/I-
JIUTEJIBHO TIOSIBJISUTUCH TPU-YEThIpe HOBbIE. Torma AHTHIT CTall IPOCTO PACTAJIKUBATh UX B CTOPOHBI,
1, KaK HU CTPAHHO, BCKOPE 3TO MPHUBEJIO K YCIIEXY.

IMocrne Toro Kak AHTHIT Hay4rJICSl OYMIIATH CBOE CO3HAHUE, IeJI0 TOIILIO Ky/aa Becenee. Bekope
OH yXke 0e3 0co00ro Tpyzia MOr BhI3BaTh B CO3HAHUM JTIOOOM 00pa3, 3amax, [BEeT WK 3BYK, Ha KOTO-
phIi yKa3bIBaJl eMy CTapuK. B COOTBETCTBUM ¢ COOCTBEHHBIM JKEJIaHMEM OH MOT BUJIETh TO, YEro He
CYILIECTBOBAJIO B IEWCTBUTEILHOCTH, CIIBIIIATH 3BYKH HEBEJIOMBIX MUPOB, OCSI3aTh MPEIMEThI, KOTO-
pble HUKOT/Ia He Jepkasl B pyKax.

Kak-To pas, yke B cepeJMHE 3MMbI, CTAPUK TOC/IC OKOHUAHUSI 3aHATHIA MPUHEC MIKATYIIKY C
HOXOM BECTHHKA CMEPTH, OTKPBLT €€ U BeJieJl AHTHITY B35Th HOK B pyKy. C Onackor AHTHUI PUKOC-
HYJICSI K BUTOR PYKOSTKE HOXka. Ml pOBHBIM CUETOM HMUETO He MOoYyBCTBOBa. Hu GraroroBeHusi, H1
AYIIEBHOTO TperieTa nepejl MpeaMeToM, HaJeJeHHbIM MaruuecKMMu cBorcTBaMu. Hu axe Jierkoro
BOJIHEHHSI OT OCO3HAHHUs TOTO, YTO HOXK, KOTOPBIM OH JEPKHUT B PyKE, YHEC, TOJKHO ObITh, HE OIHY
COTHIO Xu3Hel. Tenepb AHTUI MOT YOeaUTh ceOs1 B TOM, UTO B PYKE Y HErO CaMblii OOBIKHOBEHHBbII
HOX.

— OmnyHO! — nmoxBaMl AHTHUIA CTAPHK, UCKPEHHE PaysiCh yCIieXy yuyeHHKa. — Terepb Thi
MOXeIlb OCTaBUTh HOX ceOe. Ho momuuM, uto, Gepst ero B pyKy, Thl HEM3MEHHO JIOJIKEH COXPaHSTh
XJIAJHOK POBKE, CIIOKOMCTBHUE U JIyIlIeBHOE paBHOBecHe. TOIBKO B 9TOM CiTydae HOX HE CMOKET 3acTa-
BUTb TeOsI JIeJIaTh TO, YEro Thl CaM HE JKeJIaelllb.
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— A MOXeT ObITb, ITyCTh OH IOKA eIlle MOJIEKUT B MIKATYJIKe? — pOOKO MpeyIoKuI AHTHUII.

— Her, — pen pemmTenbHO 3aXJIOMHY/ MYCTYIO MIKATYJIKY M 3alep ee Ha KJmod. — Y TeOsi He
JOJDKHO OBITh CTpaxa repeji HOKOM.

— la s u He Gotock ero, — noxain riedamu Aartumn. — [Ipocro... Hy, HeT y MeHs ere moka
OKOHYATEJIbHOM YBEPEHHOCTH. . .

— A 6e3 HOXa Thl €e HUKOI/1a ¥ He 0OpeTelllb, — 3asBUJI CTApPHK.

— Hy, pa3 Taxk...

AHTHII IOCMOTpE Ha Jie3Bue Hoxka. [IoBepHYB ero 4uyTh B CTOPOHY, OH YBHJIEJ B HEM CBOE
HCKakeHHOe oTpaxkeHure. OHO ObLIO MOXOKe HE Ha YeJIOBeKa, a Ha YIUBUTEILHO Oe300pa3Hoe cyIie-
CTBO, KOTOPOMY He CYIIIECTBOBaJIO Ha3BaHUs1. C BBHITSIHYTON I'OJIOBOM, IJIMHHBIM HOCOM U OCTPBIMU
yILIaMH, OHO HE MOIJIO BbI3BAaTh HUYETO, KPOME UyBCTBA Ta/IJIMBOIO OTBPAILIEHUS.

BricTpo nepeBepHyB HOK OCTpUEM BHU3, AHTHUII CYHYJI €r0 32 TOJIEHUILE.

— U 4t0 Teneps? — CrIpoCHII OH Y CTapuKa.

— Bynem nponomxkars yuely, — OTBETHII eMy Je.

Tenepp, Koraga AHTUN yKe HEIUIOXO MOHUMa s3blk [lOITyHHOM, CTapuK CTall JlaBaTh €My
YUTaTh KHUTH. [l cunTam KHUrM OECIIEHHBIM COKPOBHIIEM, M TO, YTO OH PEIIWII MOAETUTHCS UMH
C AHTUIIOM, CBUJIETEJILCTBOBAJIO: TAPEHDb TENIEPh HE TOJIBKO BHI3BIBAET Y HETO MHTEPEC, KaK MPH Mep-
BOI1 BCTpeue, HO U 3aCITyKWJI HEKOTOPOE YBaKEHUE CBOMM YCEPAMEM U UCKPEHHUM CTPEMJIEHUEM K
HOBBIM 3HaHUsM. KHUTY ObUTH HANMCaHBI TSKEJIOBECHBIM, CIIOKHBIM JJIs1 BOCTIPUSITUS SI3bIKOM, HO
AHTUD cTapartesbHO BHUKAJ B HUX, IOPOIO MIEPEYUTHIBAST OCOOO0 CIIOKHBIE MECTa MO HECKOJIbKY pas.
A Korja kHura ObIBaJjla IPOYMTAHA, OH 00sI3aTeNIbHO 00CY KAl ee CO CTApUKOM, KOTOPBIA 0Oaga
YIMBUTEIIBHBIM YMEHHEM OOBSICHATH CIIOKHBIE BEII MPOCTHIMU M SICHBIMHU CJIOBAMHU.

K koHITy 3uMBI, KOrJJa MOPO3bI yXke HaYalu OcjadeBaTh, CHETr TIOBAMII C TaKOW HEBUJAHHOW
CWJIOH, 4TO JIOM 3a HOYb 3aMeJIO 10 caMble OKHa. EiBa jin He Kaxplil IeHb AHTHUITY YTPOM IPUXO-
JWJIOCh Ha/IeBaTh OBUYMHHBIN TYJIyI, KOTOPBIA CHIELIMAJIBHO JIJ1s1 HETO MPUBE3 M0 3aKasy AeAa OAUH U3
rocTel, 1, BHIOPABIIKCh HA YJIUITY Yepes3 YepauHoe OKOHIIE, pa3rpedaTh JIONATO CHET, 3aHEeCIInH 3a
HOYb KPBLIBLIO U BXOZIHYIO IBEPb.

Kak-To pa3, BepHyBLIUCH B IOM, AHTHII [IOCTaBUJI JIONATY B CEHSX, CKUHYJI TYJIYIl U, OTKPBIB
JBEpb B KOMHATY, C IOpOra CIpoCh y CTapHKa:

— Yro takoe Bpemsi?

— PasBe Tbl He 3Haelb 3TOro? — yIMBJIEHHO B3MJISIHY/I Ha HETo AeA. — [IpofomKuTeIbHOCTh TOTO
WJIA MHOTO IpoLecca, KOTOPYIO Mbl U3MEpsieM CEKYHAaMU, MUHYTaMH, YacaMH. ..

— 41 He o0 ToM, — TPSIXHYJI TOJIOBOU AHTHIL. — B 3TOM KHUTrE, — CKa3al OH, MPUIOAHSB TOJICTHII
TOM B [IEPEIUIETE U3 TeNISTYbel KOXKU, KOTOPYIO Napy THEW Ha3aj Jajl eMy A€/, — TOBOPUTCS, UTO BpeMs
— 3TO OJHa U3 (pOPM CYyLIECTBOBAHUSI MATEPUH.

— ITO TaK, — COMIACHO HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY CTapHK.

— Ho mbI He MoXeM omyniate BpeMs HU OJHUM M3 OPraHOB UyBCTB, — BO3pas3ul ey AHTHIIL. —
CrnenoBarenbHO, BpeMsl — BeJIMUKMHA HE MaTepualibHasl.

— Mgl He MOkeM (PU3UYECKH OLIYTUTh BPEMSI, IOTOMY YTO OHO CJIMILIKOM IUIOTHO CBSI3aHO C
APYTMMH BUAaMH MaTepui. Mbl MOkEM TOJIBKO KOCBEHHO BOCIIPUHMMATD €r0 MPUCYTCTBHE, HAOMIO-
aasi 3a MpOoIecCaMu, TIPOUCXOSIIMMHE C OKPYKAIOIIUMK Hac (pusnyeckumu Teramu. [la v Hamm co6-
CTBEHHBIE TeJla TaKXe MOIBEPKEHB! pa3pyIIMTEIbHOMY BO3JEUCTBUIO BPEMEHHU.

— Ho camo Bpemst GeckoneuHo, — ckazan AHtun. U mocie cekyHaHou nay3sl qooasui: — Ecin
BEPUTh TOMY, YTO CKa3aHO B KHUTE.

— ¥V MeHs HeT IPUYKMH COMHEBAThCS B 9TOM, — KaK BCEIr/1a, HEMHOTO JIYKaBO YJIBIOHYJICS CTApUK.

— CrnieioBaresibHO, BpeMs HE MMEET HU Havajla, HU KOHLA, — [TPOJOJIKaJl THYTh CBOIO JIMHUIO
AxTHI.

— Iomyuaercs, 4To Tak, — ¢ OGECIIOMOITHBIM BHOM pa3Bell pyKaMH Jefl.
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— Ho 310 mpoTHBOpEYMT 37€MEHTApHOMY 3/paBOMY CMbICTY! — BO3MYILEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI
AwnTur. — Bee cyiee umeer Hayaio 1 KoHer!

— A 4TO THI CKaXkelb O KOJIblle? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS CTAPUK.

— Tel Xouels cka3zarp, YTO BpeMsl 3aMKHYTO B KOJIbLIO? — YTOUHWII AHTHII.

— $1 Bcero b npeyiaraio Tede paccMOTPETh MOA0OHYI0 BOSMOKHOCTb.

W crapuk pacckaszan AHTUILY CIEAYIOIIYI0 UCTOPUIO:

<<CTpaHHI/IK HC TMOMHWJI Ha4YaJla IMyTHU, KaK HE IMOMHUT HUKTO U3 XUBYIIUX MHUHYTBI CBOECTO
poxneHus. He 3Ham OH HUYEro U O TOM, KTO M TI0 KaKOW MPUYMHE OOpPEK ero Ha BEYHOe CKUTaHWe
o 6eckoreunoi [lopore Bpemenu. Uto 3to — map wim Hakazanue? M, MOXeT ObITh, IPOCTO Urpa
cnyvaitHoctr? [mymas mytka cyapOsi? Ho Torma uro takoe cygp6a? KTo mau 4To CTOMT 3a 3TUM
cioBoM? ECTh J1 XOTh KaKOK-TO CMBICIT B TOM, UTO IEPe]] ero Bceraa MUPOKO OTKPHITHIMU, KaK Oy/ITO
YAWUBJICHHLIMHU IJ1a3aMU ITPOXOAUT BCS UCTOPUA yeJjioBeyecTna’?

Korpa? — Kro? — 3auem? — [louemy? — Kto? — Korga?..

Bce 311 BoITpockl BOHUKIIM, YTOOBI OOJIBIIIE yKEe HE OTITYCKaTh Mo3ke, korga CTpaHHUK B TOJ-
HOW Mepe OCO3HAJI CBOI0 YHHUKAJILHOCTh, CBOI0O HETIOXOKECTh Ha OCTAJIbHBIX — Ha T€X, KTO OKpYy:KaJl
€ro, *WJI psIIOM C HUM, TOBOPUJI HA TIOHSITHOM €My SI3bIKE, POC, CTApUJICS U UCcUe3all, yXO/s BO TbMY,
B HEeOBITHE.

Kakoe HeBepoSITHO OrpOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO CMHOHUMOB MPHUIYMaHO ISl CJIOBAa «CMEPTh»,
ayman Ctpannuk. Kazanock Obl, mouemy He Ha3bIBaTh Belllb CBOMM UMeHeM? Tem GoJiee uTo U CIIOBO
CaMO BOBCE He TUIOXO€ — MSTKOe, TepeKaThIBaloIeecs: MeXIy S3bIKOM U HEOOM, Kak Iepecrenas
Aroga 4Y€pHMUKHU, BOT-BOT IOTOBAA JIOIIHYTh. Ho uet XKe, oJid O603Ha‘l€HI/IH TAKOro MMpocToro u sAICHOro
TIOHATUSA MOABJISAIIUCH U TTOABJIIAIOTCA BCE HOBBIE 1 HOBBIEC CJIOBECHBIC O60pOTLI, KakK 6yIITO, HU3MEHUB
el UMs1, MOXKHO OOMaHyTh U CaMy CMepTb, CTApyXy C KOCOM (IT0YeMy UMEHHO cTapyxa? U OTYero —
C KOCOI1, a He, K IpUMepy, ¢ TOmopoM? J1a MaJjio JiM elle CYIIECTBYET CIIOCOOOB M CPEACTB JIMIIECHUS
JKU3HM) WM YEPHOTO BCAJHUKA HA BOPOHOM KOHE (BCE T€ e BOIPOCHI).

54



A. Kanyrun. «BectHuk cmepti»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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