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Haraaunza Ko ¢
OrnenHoe cep/ie JpaKoHa

IIpoJior

Hmnepusa /Ipaxonos

—Yro mHe fenathb, 6par? — OTYASHHO X PHIIE] TApeHb, BIENMBIIMCH B pyKy yMuparoiero Mmrme-
patopa. ['onoc mpaBuTess ObUT C1aObIM, CHITBI €r0 OBUIM MCTOIIEHBI, a BCS OJeXKa, KaK U MO TPOH-
HOTO 3aJ1a, IJie Jiexkal yMUPAIOLIMI IPaKkoH, ObUTH B KPOBU.

— Huvero, Muk, — tuxo otBeti iMnieparop, — ummnepus nasa. beperu ce6s.

Nmneparop rpyctHO yabiOHyscs. Ero rasa 3acTsumi Ha jmie Opara, CKJIIOHMBIIETOCS HaJl ero
TEJIOM, U CTaJIM CTEKJISTHHBIMHU.

JlpakoHsl, caMble TpUOIMKEHHbIE BOMHBI IMniepaTtopa, BCTaB B KPYr, OXpaHsIM CBOEro Ipa-
BUTEJIS U ero muajuiero opara. Kak Tosnpko U3 rpyau ApakoHa-MMIlepaTopa BeIPBAJICS MOCIEAHUIM
CHILIBIN BBIIOX, M CEPILIE €0 OCTAaHOBUJIOCH, BCE IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIKE MOHM — Mmnepus nana, Mmmne-
partop noruo.

[TpoTsikHBIA, OTYasHHBINA, MOJHBIA OONMM KpPUK [pakoHa paszHeccs 1o VMmeparopckomy
JBOPLLY.

Mukapuan, Miaaammid Opar ycomero MMreparopa IpakoHOB, CUEN, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY Haj
tesnioM Opata. Munyta. Eme onHa. [Tapens Bckunysicsi, mogoopascs.

— 41 3Ha10, YTO HYKHO JleJaTh! — TBEpPAO MPOLIENTal JPAaKoH, U, TOCMOTPEB Ha OJIeTHOE JIUIIO
Nmrniepartopa, Ha ero roiyoble OCTeKJIEHEBIIHE IJ1a3a, OH YBEPEHHO J00aBuII, — Thl BepHeIbCs, Opar!

Hauwe spems. I'opoo N*

3a OKHOM Ha rOpojI MEJJICHHO OITyCKaJiach HOYb. A MPOCTOPHBIH 3aJ1 TOPOICKOW OUOIUOTEKH,
PACIONIOKEHHOH B IIEHTPE MErarojiruca, orpy3uics B TUIIIMHY. BrOmoTeka 3aK pelBasiach, U TOJIBKO
OJIVH YeJIOBEeK He TOPOIUJICS MMOKUHYTh 371aHue. MATKUIA TPUTITYIICHHbIA CBET CTPYUJICS OT HACTOJb-
HOU JIAMITBI, TIOTPY>Kasi YUTAJILHBIA 3aJ1 B MATrMYECKUi MOIyMpak. JeByIlKa CpeJJHero pocra ¢ JIMH-
HBIMH TEMHO-KAIlITAHOBBIMH BOJTHUCTHIMU BOJIOCAMH, TEMHBIM BOJIONAJIOM CTPYUBIIIMMICS IO CITUHE,
CTOs1JIa Y BBICOKOTO CTEJIIaXa, IMBITAasICh JIOTSHYThCS JI0 BEPXHEH MOJIKK, COOMPAsiCh IOCTABUTh MIOTPE-
MAHHYIO KHUTY Ha OTBEJICHHOE el MeCTO.

— Iotepru, MuIeHbKAas1, — BOPKOBAJIA JIEBYIIIKA, 0Opariasich K 0e3MOJIBHOMY COOECEIHUKY.

Bce ee HeMHOTOYHCIICHHBIE COTPYIHUKY CYMTAITM CTPAHHOM M3-3a MPUBBIYKY Pa3rOBAPUBATH C
kHUTamu. 1 gem crapiiie ObLT 9K3eMIUISIP, TEM JOJIbIIE, Yallle ¥ CofiepKaTelibHee ObUTH Oece/Ibl DMMBbI.

JleByIIIKa, IOCTABUB KHUTY Ha CBOE MECTO, YJIBIOHYach. Tereph, Korua B OMOIHMOTEKe Kpome
OXpaHHMKA U Hee HUKOTO He OCTaJIOCh, OHA MOTJIAa 3aHSAThCS CBOMM JIIOOUMBIM JICJIOM.

[NorpaBuB OUKM B TOHKOI OIpaBe, DMMa HallpaBUIach K caMoMy JlajibHeMy cresuiaxy. [lomo-
JBUHYB HeOOJIBIIIYIO JIECTHUILY, IEBYIIKa B300Opajiach Ha caMbiil BepX. [IpoTsiHyIa pyKy U OCTOPOKHO
CHSIJIA TSIKEJIBI TOM ¢ caMoll BepxHel monku. CITyCTUBIIMCH Ha TMOJ1, DMMa HapaBWIach K CBOEMY
padouemy croiny. OCTOpPOKHO MOJNOKWIA KHUTY Ha crojemHuily. Cena Ha cryn. CoOpana BOIOCH
B MYYOK, 3aKpenuiia ero Ha 3aTbUIKE U, B3JOXHYB B MPEABKYIIEHUH, OTKpbUIA KHUTY. CTapuHHBIN
MOTpenaHHbi (POMAHT caM cOOOW pacKpbUICS Ha HY)XKHOM DMMe crpaHuile. JINCTKM KHUTH, Ka3a-
JIOCh, CJIOBHO KMBBIE 3allleNieCTeNI U 3aMepin. JleByIlka, oarnepeB rojoBy pyKamH, YIbIOHYJIACh.
B3risin ee BHUMATETbHBIX, HEMHOTO MEUTAaTEJIbHBIX M HAMBHBIX 3€JIEHBIX IJ1a3 ObLT yCTPEMJICH Ha pa3-
BOPOT cTpaHuIl. TaMm, B IIEHTPe pa3BOPOTa Pa3MECTHIICS IPakoH. Ero Teyo ropno BO3BHIIATIOCH HAJL
MOBEP)KEHHBIM TPOTUBHUKOM. Ha ero rpyiu u KpbUibsix ObUIM BUIHBI ITTyOOKHE PaHbl U KPOBb. A €ro
71a3a CMOTPEJU MPSIMO Ha DMMY, CIIOBHO JKUBbIE.
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— IIpuBer, APYKOK, — JJACKOBO MPOTrOBOPHIA DMMa, — a Y MEHsI CErOJHsI IeHb POKICHUS, HO
ThI, HABEpHOE, MOMHHIIb. S BYepa Tebe roBopuiia 00 STOM.

SMMa NpoBesia KOHYMKOM YKa3aTeIbHOTO Majiblia 1Mo noTpenanHon crpanuie. C caMmoro JeT-
CTBa JIEBYIIIKA MHOTO BPEMEHH IPOBOAMJIA B 9TOM OMOMMOTEKE, MPUXOANIIA KaKABIA AEHb TOCTIe Ypo-
KoB. [ToToM, OKOHUMB y4eOy, ocTynuiIa B yauBepcuteT. M monpocuiiack paboTaTh B OMOIUOTEKE 10
BeuepaM. A 1ocjie OKOHYaHUSI yHUBEpCUTETa DMMa YCTPOUIIACh Ha MOJTHBIN padounii geHb. U B cBOi
NIepBbIiA pabouMii IeHb AEBYIIIKAa OOHAPYKMJIAa OYeHb MHTEPECHYIO M KPaltHe PeIKYI0 KHUTY, KOTOpas,
MOYEeMY-TO, BAJISLJIACh B CAMOM JIaJIbHEM YTy, OYATO ee KTO-TO BRIOPOCHII 32 HEHAJIOOHOCTHIO.

C tex mop DMma KakJIplil Beuep unTajia (PoIuaHT, TIIATEIBHO CIIE/INIA 32 €r0 COXPAHHOCTHIO
u coctosiHueM. U yxe naBHO 3aMeTmiia 3a coOOH OIHY MeJIOub: OHa PEBHOCTHO OXpaHsla KHUTY
¥ HUKOMY He TO3BoJIsla OpaTh ee, rmpukacatbes K Hell. OHa cuuTana ee cBoed TaiHoM. Kakiyio
CTPOUKY, KaXkJJ0€ CJIOBO, HAIMMCAHHOE HA CTAPMHHBIX CTPAHUIIAX, DMMa 3HAJIA HAU3YCTh. 3araJouHbli
donmmant Hocun ums «Jlerenga 06 OraeHHom Jlpakone». [leByika He COMHEBaJIach, YTO BCe HAMM-
caHHOe B KHHTe — BbIMbIcel. Ho eli Tak XOTesloch BEpUTh B CYIIECTBOBaHUE APakoHOB. OCOOEHHO,
B CYIIIECTBOBAHME UMEHHO 3TOTO KPAaCHOBATO-30JIOTHCTOTO APAKOHA, IIISIIEBIIErO ceivac Ha Hee COo
crpanul] onuanTa. Ero Teno 0bUI0 MOKPBITO 30J0THCTHIME Yettyiikamu. COJTHIIe Urpajio Ha HUX,
JIyYUKH MyTaJIKCh ¥ iepenrBaiich. Ero Kpbuibst 3amepinu B pazmaxe. Hosapu paszaysmch, nacts npu-
OTKPbLIACh, CJIOBHO U3 HEe BOT-BOT BBHIPBETCSI MOTOK IJIAMEHU. A Ha MOpJE — OT I71a3a — JI0 1eu ObuI
IUTMHHBIN TOHKUH yXke 3aTSHYBIIMICS IpaM OT ObUIBIX CPasKEHHI.

JleByIiIKa He yaepskaaach 1 MpoBesia KOHYMKAMH NaJIbLEB M0 OYePTAaHUSIM Kpblia.

— Thl OueHb KpacHuBbId, IpaKolla, — YIBIOHYJach DMMa, — Kak Obl 51 XOTeJsa, YTOOBI Tl ObLT
HactosmuM. Kak nymaens, eciu s 3arajaio kenanue, oHo ucrionuutcsa? Hy, Tak, B BUIe UCKTIOUe-
HusA? Y motoM, 310 ObUT ObI CaMBI 3aMevaTe IbHBIN MMOAAPOK Ha MOU JieHb pokaeHus. [la Ha Bce Mou
IHU POXJCHUSI BMECTE B3SITHIC.

HeBymike crano rpyctHo. OIMHOKasi ClIe3MHKA MOKaTWiIach Mo ee Ieke. KpoxorHas karuis
yrajia Ha CTApUHHYIO CTPaHMIly. DMMa OXHYJIa, TOMBITAJIACh CTEPETh €€ C IParoleHHOr0 PUCYHKA.
Ho e ycniena. Cne3uHka BOmTanach B Oymary. 9Mma ropbko B310xHy/1a. OCTOPOXKHO MpoBesia KOH-
YMKOM TaJIblIa TI0 HAPUCOBAHHOM I'OJIOBE OTHEHHOTO JIPAKOHA.

— Bor Bunuie, apakoia, si — HHKYEMHBIH YeJIOBeK, — TOPbKO MpoIenTaia IMma.

3akpbIB V134, AEBYIIKA MTPYKaJia JIAJOHH K Jiuily. OHa TUXO BCXJIMIIBIBAJIA, HE OTKPBIBAS IJ1a3 1
HE OTBO[IsI JIaJJOHE! OT cBoero jmia. Ho oHa He Bujiena, Kak KpOXOTHbIE KaIuTy Mafajii Ha CTApUHHYIO
KHUTY ¥ MOMEHTAJIbHO BIIUTHIBAJIMCH B N300paKeHNUE OTHEHHOTO JIPAKOHA.

Korga cnessl BbicoxiM, a Ha yacax ObUIO JajieKo 3a MOJHOYb, JIEBYIIKA BCTaJAa W3-3a CTOJNA.
OCTOpOKHO 3aKpblIa CTAPUHHYIO KHUTY. Bcero cexkyHay oHa jaymana, MOCTaBUTH JM (POIMAHT Ha
MECTO WJIM OTCTYNUTh OT YCTAHOBJIGHHBIX aMUHHUCTpAIME MPaBWI, ¥ TUXOHBKO YHECTH KHHTY C
coooit. [TpuHsB pemenre, IMMa BoitHOBIY BIIepBbIe 32 CBOU JIBA/IIATh YeThIPe TO/Ia TIOILIA Ha TIpe-
cryruieHre. OHa, OTJISAEBIIMCH IO CTOPOHAM, TTPOBEPsisl, BUAUT JIU €€ KTO-HUOY/b (XOTs1 OblIa TOYHO
yBEpEeHHa, YTO KPOMe OXPaHHHUKA B 3JaHUM TOYHO HUKOTO HET) U, yOeUBIINCH, YTO YATATIBHBIA 32T
MYCT, OCTOPOJKHO M OEPEKHO YJIOKIIA KHUTY B CBOIO CYMKY. TOpPOIUIMBO BBHIKJIIOYMB CBET, DMMa
OBICTPEHBKO BbINUIA U3 3a1a. CIyCTHIACh Ha MEPBBIN 3TaX, BEXKJIMBO MOMPOIIANIACH C OXPAHHUKOM,
MHUPHO JpEMaBIIMM B Kpeciie 3a CTOJIOM U, OTKPBIB OOKOBYIO JIBEpb, BbIlIUIa Ha ynuily. Cepure ee
KOJIOTUJIOCH B TPYAH, 9XOM Oujiochk B ee royiose «Kak To1 morna? ®u!». CoBects He criana, a B30yH-
TOBajach co crpamHoil cuiaoil. Ho Dmma penmia He ciymars ee. Kpenko BLENUBIIMCH B PyUKy
CYMKH, IMMa 000IIIIa 31aHre OUOIMOTEKH, OTKPhUIA IBEPb, BEAYIIYIO B TIOJICOOHBIE TIOMEIICHUS U,
BBIHYB U3 CYMKH (hOHAPHK, MOAHSIIACH TIO CKpHITyuei iecTHULle. OKa3aBIIUCh HA BEPXHEM ITpOJIeTe,
AEBYIIKA IIEJKHY/IA BBIK/IIOYaTesaeM. JIecTHUIly, CTapylo U CKPUITy4Yylo, HO YUCTYIO M YXOXEHHYIO,
03apuJI TYCKJIBIA CBET JIAMIIOUKM. DMMa OTKpbUIA ellle OJHY JBEph CBOMM KJIIOYOM M BOIILIA B KPO-
XOTHYIO KBAPTUPKY. 3aKPHIB jKeJIe3HYIO IBEPh 32 COO0I, IMMa MPUBATUIIACH K Hell clTiHOM. U ToJbKO
ceiiyac OHa OOJIETYEeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA.
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— T'ocriogu, camoii He BepuTcs! — Mpolentaia JeByIlKa.

CO6pocuB Ty, IMMa BKJTIOUMIIAa CBET B KOMHATE, BHITIOTHABINIEH (DyHKIIUM TOCTHHOW, KaOu-
HeTa M KyXHU OJJHOBPEMEHHO U TUTIOXHYJIACh HA YIOTHBII, HO CTAPEHbKUI ¥ TIOTPENaHHBII IMBAHYHK.
Beinyna u3 cyMku Tstkenblid poiaranT. OH CIOBHO CTall ellie TsKellee, MPOKUral KoKy Ha Iajibliax,
yIpekaa DMMY B BOPOBCTBE.

— 4 Tebs ykpana! — ropao 3asiBuiia qeByiika, — Ml Bo3Bpaiars He coouparoch!

W xuBHYa B MOATBEPkKICHUE CBOMX CJIOB. A TIOTOM pPaccMesiIach.

— Bynens Moum mogapkom Ha JIeHb poXJeHHs1! — 3asBiIa DMMa HEMHOTO KOKET/IMBO, TOTJ1a-
KUBAs TSOKETYI0 KHUTY KOHUMKAMU MaJIbIeB.

Cogectb ycHyna. PonmaHT cTaj jerye. IMMa, akKypaTHO YJIOKHUB JParolieHHyI0 KHUTY Ha CTO-
JIMK OKOJIO UBAHYMKA, PEIlnIa IIePEeoAeThCs U MEPEKYCUTh uero-Huoyb. [Ipa3nqHuk, Kak-HUKak. Bor
TOJIBKO pa3/Ie/uTh PaJ0CTh AEBYIIKEe ObUIO HE ¢ KeM. Y Hee He ObUIO HM OIHOTO OJIM3KOTO YeJIoBeKa.
Knuru 3amennnm et ipy3eit 1 pofiHBbIX.
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I'maBa 1

9MMa

Moii aBafLaTh YETBEPTHIN AeHb poxkaeHus. [IBaauaTh U3 HUX s IpoBesa B oquHovectse. [lep-
Bbl€ YEThIpE roJja, KOTOphIEe 51 MPaKTUYECKU He MOMHIO, ITpoBesia B cembe. Bee, kak y Bcex. Mawma,
namna, Opar, Bpozie Obl cobaka ObUta. A MOTOM BCe M3MEHWJIOCh. ABTOMOOMJIbHASL aBapus. 1 aynom
OCTaJIach )KUBOM. A BCsl ceMbsI Toruoia. Most poliias Ku3Hb ObLIa 7151 MEHsI YeM-TO HepeasIbHbIM,
CHOM, KOTOPBIH 51 BUJI€JIa HOYbIO, & C PACCBETOM OH Mcue3. M TONIbKO e/1Ba 3aMeTHbIE IIIPaMbl Ha CITUHE
Y Ha pyKax rOBOPWJIMA MHE, YTO MHOTO JIET Ha3aJ COH ObUI sIBbIO, @ TIOTOM IPEBPATHIICS B KOLIMAp.
Jerckuit joM. MeHsI HUKTO He ylo4epul, 1 TaK M OCTaIach KUTh HA COLIOOECIIEYeHNH JI0 [IeCTHa-
ALIATH JIET, a IOTOM HocTynuia yuuTbes. [losBuiics kakoi-To gpyr OTHA U MOMOT € MOCTYIUIEHUEM
u pabotoil B 6ubnmoteke. KBapTHpKy 3Ty TOXe OH MOMOT Moiy4ynTh. BepHee, 51 KUBY B Hell, IOKa
paborato 6ubmrotekapeM. Tak 4To, MHE MOBE3J10, KPbIIIa HaJl TOJIOBOM €CTh, KaK M JIloOumasi padora.
Hukorza He onasasiBato, MOry 3a7epkaTbcs A01o31Ha. B oOmmem, yeM He cka3ka?

Brinia U3 gyma, Takoro ke KpOXOTHOIO, Kak M BCsl KBapTUpPKa. BeiHYya ey U3 MUKpPOBOJI-
HOBKH U yceJlach Ha MOTpeNaHHblil TUBaHUMK. Bee ropectr u neyanu 3a0bUTMCh MOMEHTAJIBHO, CTO-
WJIO MHE OTKPHITh MOIO JIOOMMYIO KHUTY, HAMMCAHHYIO HEM3BECTHBIM aBTOpOM. BepHee, nms aBTopa
yKa3aHO, HO O HeM OOJIbIlle HUTJIE, HM B OJJHOM MCTOYHMKE He ynoMmuHajiock. Kakoil-to Mukapuas.
Bce-Taku XopoI110 cTapuyoK HanMcat. A KapTUHKH BOOOIIIE, CJIOBHO XuBbIe. OCOOEHHO 3TOT JPaKoH.
B nerenne onucaHsl BCe €ro MOABUIM, CPaXKEHUA. YIIOMMHAETCS, KaK OH MOJIyYMJI IIpaM Ha MOpJeE.
Kak nmoGesxan BparoB. B o0rmem, 10 Ky Ti HHTEpecHO. S yke KaX/10€e CJIOBO BBIyUHMJIa, MOTY C 3aKPbl-
THIMHU IJIA3aMU PACCKa3aTh, KaKas KapTHMHKA HA KAKOW CTpaHMLIE.

OTKpbLIa KHUTY Ha pa3BOpOTe, Ile MO JIPAKOIIIKa HanOoJiee YeTKO N300pakeH.

— Kaxoti e Tl KpacuBBIi, Apakolia! — B MUJUTMOHHBIIA, HaBepHOE, pa3 s MpolienTaia ¢ Ona-
T'OTOBEHHUEM.

[Manbipl camu coOOil MorIakMBaIM M300pakeHne. BApyr MHe Mokasanioch, YTO 30J0TUCTAS
Yelrysi epearBaeTcsi Ha KapTHHKe sipue oObraHoro. Haxmypunack. Brimounia emie onHy jamiry.

— Her, nokazanock, — B3JOXHY/A $I, — BOT BUJIMIIb, KaK sI C yMa CXOXKY MO TeOe, YepTH 4To
MEPEILUTCS YKe, — MATKO MOKYpUJIa s APAKOIIKY, IOrPO3UB MY HaJIbLEM.

Moero apakoHa, OTHEHHOI'O, 30JI0TUCTO-KPACHOTO OKpaca, 1o Jerenje 3Bauu Tumapuan bec-
crpamsbiid. Ho g 3Bana ero Tumka IIpekpacHeiid. A uto? Moii JpakoH, Kak XO4y, TaK U Ha3bIBaIO !

— 51 Bezp TeOs BBIKpaJIa, — MpOLIENTANA 51, TIOANEPEB PYKOH rojoBy. MBICTSIMHU 51 JaBHO yHec-
JIach B CKa3Ky, TyJa, 7€ KUBYT IpakoHbl. OHM HE cIlacaloT MPEKPACHBIX MTPUHLIECC U HE NMUTAIOTCS
uMu. OHM TTPOCTO XKUBYT B MUPE Maruu ¥ BoJimeOcTBa. JIetaior BICOKO, Urpasi B JOTOHSUIKH ¢ 00J1a-
kamu. BemyT 6e33a00THYyI0 %13Hb. [l0 Tex Mop, MOKa B MX CIOKOWHYIO M pa3MEpEHHYIO KU3Hb HE
BpbIBaeTcs 3710/ei. JIpakoHsl B TOT ieHb 00beIMHUINCH B ViMniepuio, 1 B UX 1aBe Bctal Mol Tuma
[IpexpacHblii, OTBaKHBIN M CUJIbHBINA MTPEIBOIUTET.

K coxanenuio, ata sierena oopbiBaercs. ABTOp He fonucai ee. Ha nocnenHeit crpanuiie ropo-
pUTCsS O TOM, YTO Havyajach peutawomas outsa. 1 Bce. Ho 310 He crpalliHO, 5 yke JaBHbIM-JaBHO
HaaHTazupoBaa, yTo TuMapuaH modeuiI B peIaoleM CpakeHUH U KU J0JIT0 ¥ CYaCTIIMBO, 00e-
perast 1 OXpaHsisi [IOKOW CBOMX 3eMeJlb BeJIMKOi Vimnepuu 1pakoHOB.

— X, MoJoziel] Bce-Taku 3TOT MuKapuaH, — B3[I0XHYJIa 51, MpoOeras Ij1a3aMu Mo CTPOUKam, —
TaK 3aXBaThIBAIOLLE BCE OMUCAIL.

C Kax 101 MMHYTOI MOM BEKM CTAHOBHJIMCh BCE TSLKEJIEE, U 51, KPEIKO MPUXKaB K ceOe APEBHIO0
KHUTY, IO3BOJIMIIA ceOe ycHyTh. UyBcTBOBasIa cebsl YIOTHO, HAaBEPHOE, HH Pa3y B KU3HH HE UCIIBITHI-
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BaJla TAKOTO YMHUPOTBOPEHUS U MOKOs1. A elrle, 51 Oblla CIOBHO B KOKOHE, IO/l HeBUMIMOM 3aIlIUTOM.
Kazanoch, cIOBHO KTO-TO OYE€Hb CHIIbHBI M MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIN oOeperai u oxpaHsii Mo coH. [1o3-
BOJIWIIA ceOe MPeCcTaBuTh, 4To 3T0 Moit Tumka [IpekpacHbiil. Y mpoBaswiack B TTyOOKUIA COH.

%k % %

[Mpochynace pano yrpom. Kuura Obiia Bce Takke B MOMX pyKax, Mprkarta K rpyad. S cema
Ha JIMBaHe, poTepiia Iia3a ¥ peliia MOUTH Mory/asaTh. Y 3a4eM-To B3sijla KHUTY ¢ COOOM. A 4TO?
Jlexut GemHeHbKMI (hOMMAHTUK MHOTO JieT B3aneptu. Cpeny nbiii 1 KHUT. Her! XBaTuT KUCHYTH,
TOWIEM, TTPOTYJISIEMCSI.

— Tsl Benp He MPOTUB? — B HAAEK/E COPOCUNIA S KHUTY, — Momuuiib? 3HauuT, cornaceH! —
TIOJIBITOKIJIA 51 U TIOTOTAJIa OJ€BAThCS.

— Ciymiaid, a MOXeT, Ha BeJIMKe NokataeMcsi? — BIpYT crpocuia 'y donuanta, — A yro? 4
TeOe CBOM JIIOOUMBIE MecTa Mokaxy. Bee, pereHo! Maem kararbesi B mapk!

V10%XMB B PIOK3aK KHUTY, OyTepOpo/ v OyThUIKY BOJIBI, BBIIIUIA U3 KBapTUPHl. CrycTHIach Ha
NIepBbIid 3TakK. V3 MoacoOKM BHIBOJIOKJIA BEJIOCUIIE]] U TIoexasia Katarbesi. CITUHY MPUSITHO COTpeBal
PIOK3aK, COJTHBIIIKO CBETUJIO, ITUYKY Tesi. B 001eM, mpocTo YyJHbIN eHEK.

TosbKo K Beuepy, Koraa Hayajia MosIBJISAThCS YCTAIOCTh, PEIIiia OTIIPABUTLCS JOMOU. [la 1 Moit
Tumka ITpexpachbiii ObuT He TpoTUB. [1o KpaiiHeir Mepe, MOoJTYal U CO BCEM coriaiascs. BeiHuMarh
KHUTY U3 PIOK3aKa sl He pucKHYyJa. PazroBapuBana ¢ ipakoHurKoM Tak. OH, MpaBaa, BHOBb MOJTYAJL.
Ho 51, yecTHO cka3aTh, ymuBHIach Obl, OTBETh OH MHE Ha MOM TIOCTOSTHHbIE BOTIPOCHL. Tak 4T0, MOKHO
cKazarh, Bce ObLIO OTVIMYHO.

KBaprupa BcTpeTnia MeHsl TUIIMHOM. §] akKypaTHO yJIOX1JjIa PIOK3aK Ha CTOJIMK PSIOM C AUBa-
HOM H TIOIILJIa B JTyIII.

BrimbIBIINICH, Ha/leNa Xanar, 3aKyTajia BOJIOCH B TIOJIOTEHIIE U Momuia B KoMHary. Ha mopore
3acTbula. B 11eHTpe Moell KpOXOTHOM KBapTUphl cTos1 MykunHa. Hy, kak mMyxunHa, napeHb. Ceert-
JIOBOJIOCHIH, OJIOHIMHUCTBIN, CO CIOPTUBHOM (DUTYPOIA, B JOPOTOM KOCTIOME, KaXeTCsl, HO B OJICK/Ie
He 0c000 pazdupaiock. OH CTOsT ClMHOW KO MHe. M Bce Obl HUYETrO, TOJBKO ITOT HEe3BAHBIN TOCTh
aepxai B pykax MOIO kHury u uurai ee!

OcCTOpOKHO, CTapasich HE CUIIBHO LITyMETh, TPOKpaJiach K JBEPH B CHaibHIO. TaM y MeHs Xpa-
HWIach Kodyepra. He Ourta, kak B aMepuKaHCKUX (prIbMax, a BOT Takoe yygo-opyaue. A uto? 1 xe
HE BUHOBATa, 4To y Asiau Caim, CTopoka, TONbKO TAKOW CHapsia UMercs. BOT s 1 mo3anMcTBoBasa
€ro CIIOPTUHBEHTAPb.

VXBaTUB TSKENYIO Kee3s Ky, BEpHY/Iach K HE3BAHOMY HE3HAKOMITY.

— To ecTb, BOT Tak BCTpEYalOT rOCTeld B 3TOM JIOMe, — POOOPMOTAIT TTAPEHb U TIOBEPHYJICS KO
MHe.

S ucnyranace. YectHo ucnyranack. A yto? MyX4urHa, HE3HAKOMBINA U J1a, OYeHb KPACHUBbIH,
MOCpeId MOel KBapTUPKH B BBIXOAHOH JeHb. Cylisi IO €ro KOMILIEKIIMH, EMY Y HATPSTaThCsl CUIIBHO
HE HYKHO, YTOOBI MEHsI BBIpYOUTS. § qaxie MMKHYTh He ycrnelo. BoT TObKO XKyTKas peBHOCTb OT TOTO,
YTO KTO-TO KPOME MEHsI KacaeTcsi MOEro COKpOBHIIA, B30YHTOBAIACh BO MHE CO CTPAIIIHON CHJION.

— Ilonoxu Ha MecTo! — psABKHYJIA 51, KPeITye yXBaTUBIINCH 3a PYUKY JKeJIE3AKH.

— A 4t0, ee MecTO TyT? — apeHb, Ka3aJoch Obl, HICKPEHHE yIUBHJICS, Aaxe OPOBHU BBEPX MOJI-
HsUJI, HO KHUTY HE BEpHYJL.

— Tyr, — npuiypunace s, — oHa Mosi!

[Napens mapy cekyHIy paccMaTpUBal MeHsI Yepes MpUILyp 171a3. M3yua, CJIOBHO pa3MbIIUISLI,
BpY s Win HeT. [ToTOM KMBHYJI CBOMM MBICTISIM.

He otBOAS B3MIsiHa OT MOEro JIMIA, TOCTh PACKPbLT KHUTY W TOBEpHYN ee Ko MHe. Kak pa3
Ha MoeM JiioOuMoM paszopote. Tam, rae Mot TuMka MoOEJOHOCHO PaCKUHYJ KPbUTbsi 1 CMOTpEI B
camylo Ayury.
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— OH Bcerja Takon? — Kak-TO HaPsKEHHO TTPOrOBOPHMIT HE3HAKOMEII.

— Kakoii «takoii»? — OypKHyJa s1, He BBIITyCKasi KOUepry u3 pyK. X, aJlb, YTO He Jiornara, Hy
WM Tpadiv Ha Xy/I0l KOHell.

— 30JI0TUCTO-KPaCHBI? — OSICHUJI TAPEHb.

— Hy na, Bcerna takum ObUI, — pelnia CHU30MTU s IO OTBETa, — BCe CIPOCHI? A Terepb
BbIMeTarcs! MHaue s nonmuuio BeI30BY !

[NapeHs ke, TONMBKO YIBIOHYBIIMCH, IUTIOXHYJICS HA MOM JIIOOMMBIN quBaHYMK. 1 He OouTtcs xe
xam 6e100pbIChI !

Bozpyswit KHUTY Ha CBOM KOJIEHH, @ HOTY 3a0POCHJT Ha CTOJIHK.

— Cunplib, ThI, — TPyOOBATO Hayvasa s, COOMPAsACh A0 KOHIIA CTOSATH 32 YECTh MOETO JIIOOMMOTO
MPOU3BEICHHS UCKYCCTBA, — YXOIIH MO-XOpoIemy!

— Oit, He MenbTeny, Kpomka! — MaxHyn napeHsb, — OOmkarh Te0s1 He coOnpaiock. Thl MHE
JTydIIIe TIOMOTH.

— U yem 310, MHTEPECHO 3HaTh?! — XMBIKHYJIA 1.

— MaBaii Tak, MeHsi 30ByT Muxau, 51, IpaBjia, He MPUIMHIO TeOe Bpela, — MIPUMHUPHUTETLHBIM
T'OJIOCOM TIPOTOBOPUJT HE3BAHBIH TOCTb, — @ THI CSI/Ib, PACCIadbCcsl U OTBETHh Ha mapy Bompocos. Kak
TeOs1 30BYT?

— Maina! — ockasiisachk 51, HO caiuThCsl He perwiack. Eie yero!

— Bpemb Besb, — npuIiy pusics napHUIKa. M OTKUHYBIIUCH HAa CITUHKY, IIPUHSLIICS TIEPEJTUCThI-
BaTh CcTpaHuIlbl. Ero nuiio He BbIpaano BOMHCTBEHHOCTH WM KaKOW-JIMOO mogo3puTebHoCcTH. [a
M CcTpaxa caMm He3HakoMell He BHyIaj1. Ckopee mpoCcTO HACTOPOKEHHOCTb.

— Bpy, — kuBHYyJa 51, — DMMa MeHSI 30BYT.

— DMManuH? — HE3HAKOMEIT TOCMOTpeJT Ha MEHsI CHU3Y BBEpPX, TaK, CIIOBHO s €My TOJIBKO UTO
[Tanoit Pumckum npejcraBuiiach.

—DMMa, — nonpaBuJia s1. [TapHUIIKa TOJIBKO YIBIOHYJICS ellle IUpe 1 AaXe paloCcTHEe.

— O4eHb NPUATHO, DMMAIIUH, — IPOUTHOPUPOBAJT MOIO PETIMKY Muxani.

[Mapens yopan Horu co crona. [1omokua KHUTY Ha CToNeIHUIy. M mpuaBMHY ee KO MHE, KakK
pa3 Ha Moelt JoouMon crpanuiie. OT coOna3Ha MOrIagUTh CTPAHUYKY KHUTH U caMoro TUMKY pyKu
3azyznenu. Kovepra cama co0oil BbiMasa, s TOPOILIMBO MoAHsIa ee ¢ nona. CyHyB ee TOJ MBIIIKY,
NpOTsIHYJIA PyKH K ¢onmanTy. M cxBaTiiia cBoe COKpOBHIIEe. MUXanuia CHUCXOAUTEIBHO YIIbIOacs,
CJIOBHO CO3epIajl JUTe Hepa3yMHoe. A sl MOYyBCTBOBaJa MPHUATHOE TEIUIO OT KHWUTH. BoT, Tenepb
BCE B MOPSIIIKE.

— JlaBHO oHa y TebsA? — 3aAyMUMBO Cripocl Muxawmi, Tak ¥ He BCTaBasi ¢ Mecrta. Kaxercs,
TOCTh YXOIUTh HE COOUPAETCHI.

— TeGe kakoe neno? — OypkHyJa 51, MPHKUMasi KHUTY K TPYAH.

Ho mapenp He oTBeTwJ1 Ha rpy0oCTh, HAOOOPOT, elle Immpe 3ayibidancsa. [lotom ero pyka
CKOJIb3HYJIa BO BHYTPEHHUI KapMaH Mupkaka. M crycTsi cekyHty, rocTh U3BJIEK HEOOJIBIION MeIo-
yek. OueHb NOTepTHIi, OapXaTHBIH, SPKO-aJioro 1pera. OueHb OCTOPOKHO OH MONOKUIT MEIIOYeK Ha
CTOIL

— Hapenp, korga HykHO OyzieT, — cepbe3HO, Oe3 YJIBIOKH TPOroBOpri MuxauJi, — a moToM, Korjaa
MpUIET BpeMsi, CHUMH ero. [lasblie cama noimenib 4to Aenarh.

[Tapens Bcran. Xotena cripocuthb: 4To HageTh-T0? Ho He ycnena. Muxaun yxke mogomen K
IBEpH.

Ha nopore ycinplimana ero cCnokoiHbIA ronoc:

— Ho BcTpeun, dMmanuH!

W napenp ucyes, Takxe THXO U OECITYMHO, KaK U TOSIBIJICS.

INono6exana k nepu. [IpoBepuia, 3akpbita 1 oHa. 3akpbita. OHA 3aXJIOMHYNACK TTOCTIE YXOIa
Muxanna. O61eryeHHO BHIJOXHY/IA. Bpose Obl He cean HUYero, a Bce paBHO, KpaliHe CTpaHHBIN
tun. Y 310 erie MeHs Ha3bIBalOT cTpaHHOoU? [la OHM MPOCTO 3TOTrO MapHs He BCTpevaliu erne!
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ILmoxHynack B kpecino. [ornaania KHUTY J1aJIOHBI0, pacKphblia €€, YJI0KUB Ha KOJIeHU. B31ox-
HyJa, paccMaTpuBas cBoero Tumky.

— Her, To1 Buzien, na? — BO3MYIIEHHO MporienTaia 51, — [Ipurien u cpady aaBail TeOs anars!
Bort neronsii!

TuMKa, MOTHOCTBIO CO MHOM COIVIALIAsICh, MOJTYAJL.

BcnomHuna o menoyke, octaBjieHHOM He3HakoMileM. [IpoTsaHyna pyky, B3si1a ero. Beichinana
COZIEP’)KMMOE Ha PACKPBITYIO JIaJIoHb. OTPOMHBIN TSIKEJIbI MePCTeHb YIOTHO JIeT Ha JIaJIOHb. TSKeJbli,
HO Kakoi-To Teruibiid. OH OyaTo corpeBai MeHs TeryioM. [Toutu kak (hosuaHT.

Ha nepcrthe 611 1300paxeH apakoH. Toub-B-Toub MO TUMKa MpeKpacHBI: ¥ OKpac, U MOP/IA,
Jaske B3MJIA] TOT ke. B rojoBe Havyasno crydars HabatoM: «Hamens ero! Hayens!».

51 kak 3aBOpOXeHHas1, OyATO B TYMaHe yBH/IEJIa, KaK Ha/IeBalo MepCcTeHb Ha Oe3bIMSHHBIN Majiell
npaBoy pyku. Kazanoce, 3070T0O KOJbIa CTAJIO pacKaJeHHbIM, 0O0KUTAI0, HO HE TIPUYMHSIIO OOJH.
A 1o Bcemy Teny mpoOeskaiia BOJIHA Terula. BIIOXHY A IIyMHO, IOUTH O CBUCTOM. OT CO3JaHHOTO
MHOIO [TI0TOKA BO3/IyXa, 3allesiecTe/M cTpaHuLibl (pomanTa. U 51, Bce Takke, B TyMaHe, yBU/Iena, Kak
CKBO3b HIypIIAIIYE U MEPETUCTHIBAIOIINECS CTPAHUIIbI, TTOSBWIICSA ApakoH. OH Haual OTIeTUIsAThCS
ot (posmaHTa, KIS 1 U3BKUBasick. Kazaock, CIIOBHO BHINONI3a U3 HEBOJIM Ha cBoOOy. Hebobimoi
JPaKOH, 30JI0TUCTO-KPACHBIN, cesl Ha KHUTY. CTpaHUIIBI TIEPeCcTaIy JIMCTAThCs caMu Tio cede. [lpakoH
MOCMOTpeJT Ha MEHS U3YYaloIiM B3IJIS0M TOyObIX 11a3. [ 0ToBa OblIa MOKJISICTHCS, UTO €r0 B3I/
OBbLT KaK y YyesioBeka. Hy, He Kak y 3Mel TaM ¢ BepTUKAJIbHBIM 3pauKOM. A TaKoH, KaK y Hac.

— CHumu! — npornuries 3BepeHbIlil. YBU/ENa, Kak U3 ero MacTy MOsSBUICS Pa3IBOEHHBIN SA3bIK.
U Bce. Temuora. S norepsina co3HaHue.
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I'maBa 2

9MMa

IIpocHynack OT IPKOTO CENAIIEro coaHua. BockpeceHbe — MO BTOpO¥ 3aKOHHBIN BBIXOHOM.
IToBopouanack B kpoBatu. He oTKpeIBas ria3, 3apbuiach JULOM B MOIYILKY.

— Hapo xe, npucHuTCs 4eptu uto! — B3/10XHYA 5.

Bce. HyxHo B oTryck. Yexarb Kya-HUOYIb HE BBIIET — (PMHAHCHI He TTO3BOJAT. HO OTIOXHYTh
CJEIyeT, MHa4e M [0 NICUXYLIKU He JIAJIEKO.

Bsnoxnys, cena B nocrenu. Psyiom nexan pomant. Yiabionynack. [IpuBbIYHO KOCHYIIACh JIago-
HBIO [JIaJJKOM OBEPXHOCTU OOJIOKKU. BOT TOJBbKO He olryTuia oObivHOro Tervia. Tak, CJIOBHO Npu-
Kacaioch K JII00OM Apyroi KHure, a He K Moel Jiooumoii Jlerenne 06 OrueHHoM [lpakoHe.

— TumMKa, npeacTaBisellb. .. — Hayajla )KajloBaThCs 51 KHUre, HO ocekJiack. MejieHHO oOepHy-
JIach K M3rOJIOBBIO KpoBaTH. Ka3anock, 4To KTO-TO HaOmogaeT 3a MHOM UMEHHO OTTYAA.

CroskHynachk B3IVISAA0M C SPKO-TOMyObIMU I1a3amu. besechlid pyOell BbIAEIAIICS Ha OTHEHHO-
30JI0TOH IIKYpe IPAKOHUYHMKA. A caM 3BEPEHBIII PACTSIHYIICS Ha IMOAYIIIKE 1 JIexKall, HaOmoaasi 3a MHOM.

— Aaaaa! —3aopaua 51, 4To ecTb MOUM. Ha 4TO IpakOHYMK TOJIBKO MPOLIMIIE U OYITO B3JOXHY.I
TSKEJIO U TITyOOKO TaK.

— CHUMH KOJIBLIO! — MpOIIUNEeN APaKoH.

— locnoau. .. — menTana 51, — Ho kak... Tei? Kto Thl BOOOIIE?! — 4yBcTBOBaJIa, Kak HA MEHS
MeJJIEHHO, HO BEPHO HAJ/IBUTAETCs MaHUKA.

— DMaJUIMH, CHUMH, [TOXKATyHCTa, KOJIBLO! — BOT BpPOZIE ¥ IOIIPOCHJI LIUIIALIMM, HEMHOTO X PUII-
JILIM MYKCKMM TojiocoM. Takum, OyATO YesoBeK, 933... HY, WM APAKOH JUIMTEIbHOE BPEMSI XPaHUJI
MOJTYaHUE U Terepb, KOIjla Hayajl FOBOPUTS, JIeJIaTh 3TO eMy ObL1o cioxHo. Ho npockba oueHb cMa-
XMBaJa Ha MpHKa3.

Benomumuck cioBa Muxauia. TOT Toxke TBEpAWIL, YTO 1 UTO-TO JAOJKHA CHATh, KOI/A IPUAET
BpeMs. Bunars, npuiiio.

TpsAcylMucs pykamy TOPOIUIMBO cliepHYJIa nepcreHb. He pazaymbiBasi, HIBbIPHY/Ia UM B Jpa-
KOHuMKa. ToT, MOANpHIrHyB, NOMMAaJ JETAIMIA B HEro NpeIMeT NacTbio. B KoMHaTe NosABUIIOCh CHS-
HUe. B M0 NOJIBIXHYJIO KapoM.

— Cnacu60, DMManuH! — ycnslmana yxe 6onee pa300puMBbI MyXKCKOW BUOPHPYIOIIMIA TOIOC
COBEPILEHHO 0e3 MUIAIMX. YenoBeyecKuil rooc.

B cBersemcs opeosie yrajasiBajlach MyKCKasi (purypa BHYIIUTENbHBIX pazMmepo. Ilox nsa
METpa POCTOM M, KaK B CKa3Kax FOBOPUTCS, KOcasi CakeHb B IJIEYaX.

— 3ppaBcTBY, DMMaIMH! — BHOBb IIPOTOBOPWII TOJIOC, U S YKE 110 TPAJULIAN T'POXHYJIACh B
0OMOpOK.

ITpoceimarbest ObL10 TpynHO. ['onoBa packasbiBasiack. OM, COTpsCEHUE NMPUCYTCTBYET, YyB-
CTBYIO KEJIYJKOM M KOITYMKOBBIM MO3IOM.

N nomepermurcst ke Besikoe. COTPYAHUKHM ¥ TTOCTOSIHHbIE YMTATENN OMOMMOTEKH BCe Yalle
Ha3bIBAIOT MeHs cTpaHHOM. He BpyT moau. A pa3Be HOpMaJIbHBII YeJIoBEeK OyleT OpeanTh O KaKuX-
TO JIPAKOHAX, BHINOI3AIOLIMX U3 CTAPUHHBIX KHUT, M O MYKYMHAX, MOSIBJISIOLIMXCSA 1O BOMIIEOCTBY ?
Her. BeiBoa: 1 — HY, MATKO IOBOPsl, OYE€Hb CTPAHHASL.

Ocmotpenach. Pyd! Tuxo u cnokoitHo. CrKy B KpoBaTh. YBEpeHHa, UTO B CBOEH COOCTBEH-
Houl. Tak 4rto, Bce Beap B nopsiake? [a?

12



H. Kodd. «OruenHoe cepmiie qpakoHa»

OcropoxHO0 BcTasa Ha HOru. U 1o cTeHouke — 1o CTEHOYKe OTIpaBMIIach Ha KyxHIo. B ropie
oOpa3oBajach IMyCTHIHS, ypoBeHb 3acyxu M Caxape He cHuWiIcs. [710TOK BOgbsl He momemian Obl.
OTkpbUIa JBEPB, TPOTONAIA HA KyXHIO. OTKpbLIa KPOXOTHBII XOJIOAMIbHUK, CTOSIBUIMN Y OKHA, U ...

— Aaaa! — 3aBepernana s.

Ha nuBaHe B 1ieHTpe KOMHATHI CUAE] My:K4rMHA. MSArko ropopsi, Majio oznetr. BepHee, Ha ero
Oe1pax Tpem@ Mo BaM MOM XaJaTuK. Bosyockl npuriakeHsl. Bblio BUIHO, YTO OH CPaBHUTEHHO
HemaBHO U3 aymma. M u3 moero, kaxercs. [lotomy kak B OMOIMOTEKe OOJIBIIE KIITBIX TIOMEIICHU He
ObU10. My’KuMHa MEJICHHO KeBaJl MOW 00e/-yXKUH U CMOTpPEJ Ha MeHsl, He Moprasi.

— He opu! — pe3ko BBIILTIOHYII OH.

— XXXOpoIIIo, — BbIJIaBWJIa 51, — a Bbl KTO Takoi?

— ITO Tak BaKHO? — XMBIKHYJI IAPEHb U MTPOIOJIKIII )KEBATh J1aJIbIIIE.

— Hy, kak cka3aTb, — HecMeJIo Havaa 51, — POCHINAloCh, & y MEHs B KBapThpe MyxuuHa. [loutu
roseiid. Ect. Xamur. Tak 4dro, ga, qymato, BaxHoO.

— Tw1 3a0aBHasi, DMMaMH, — BbIJAJT HE3HAKOMEII.

IMokazasiock wim ero ryd u BIpaBay KOCHYJIACh YIIbIOKa?

[Tapenb, 10BOIBHO BHYIIMTEIBHOIO POCTa, HaYaJl MEUIEHHO NMOAHUMATHCSI HA HOTHU, CJIOBHO,
O0s1ICS1 BCIYTHYTh MEHS U He Jieflall pe3Kux JBrkeHnid. OH BCTall Tak, YTO S CMOIJIAa PACCMOTPETh
ero Jiydiie. 3aMeTHbII pyOel] OT JIEBOTO IJ1a3a 10 Mog00pOIKa MEHsLI ero JIMIIO, Jesast BpaxIeOHbIM
U Ja’Ke YTpoXKaloM. TeMHO-KallITAHOBbIE, OT/AIONINE PKMHOM Ha COJIHIIE, BOJIOCHI CITYCKAJIUCh IO
ried. ['omyOsle 171a3a cMOTpey HalpsHKEHHO.

— 4 — Tumapuan — mnieparop [IpakoHOB, — BbIJaJI MYyKYHHA.

A a? A mHe uTO, BepuTh B 3Ty axuHeio? Ara! Ceitvac!

— Ara, Bepio-Bepio! — Bblasa s, M KUBHYJA, — Tumapuan — [IpakoH U, Mex/1y IPpOYUM, OTHEH-
HBII, 1a Oyner Bam m3BectHO. U y’K TOYHO HE UYeNIOBEK, — CKPECTUJIa PyKU Ha IPYIH, BCEM BUAOM
AaBasi IOHSATh, YTO Ha OAMKM HE3HAKOMIIA 51 HE TIOMA1yCh.

— Bce BepHO, ThI XOpOLIO 3HAEIIb JIETEHTY, AEBOUKA, — YCMEXHYJICS TAPEHb U YCEJICsl Ha TUBaH.
Most MmeGenb TPOTSIKHO CKPUITHYJIA MO/I BECOM MY’KCKOTO TeJla M 3aKpsIXTesa, — HO TaM He YKa3aHo,
YTO JPAaKOHBl MOTYT MEHSTb 3BEPUHYIO CYIITHOCTh Ha YeJIOBEYECKYI0. M TOJBKO MOCBSILIEHHBIE 3HAIOT
00 3TOM.

[Napens caenan II0TOK U3 MOEH TOOUMOI KpYKKH. M ¢ THXUM CTYKOM TOCTaBWII €€ Ha CTOJI.

— Ilpukpoiics, neBoUYKa, K HAM TOCTH, — CIIOKOWHO MTPOrOBOPHJI MapeHb. A s TOJIBKO LIUPE pac-
naxHy’sa masa. Mindopmaims ycBauBaTbCsi He Kellajla, HECMOTPsI Ha JIMXOPAJI0YHYI0 paboTy Mo3ra.
A 3auem npuKpeiBaThes? S ke, Bpoae Kak, ogera? Mnu Het? [siHyna Ha ces1. PyrOosnka eqpa npu-
KpbIBaJIa Oe/jpa 1 OIMH HOCOK Ha JieBoi Hore. U Kak Tak BbIILIO-TO? JKyTh!

— A cam-to? Ha MHe X0Ts1 OBl OOJIbITIe Ofek/Ibl, — OYPKHYJIA 5 U TYT ke MOpa3uiach CBOUM
cioBaM. $1 HUKOra, HY 32 YTO, HA pa3y B CBOEH )KU3HU He TO3BOJIsIa ceOe BBIPaXaThCsl B TONOOHOM
TOHE. A TYT OIyCTHJIACh JI0 OCKOPOJICHHIA.

B nBepb 1 BIlpaBIy nocTy4yaiuch. A CIycTs MTHOBEHHE 3aMOK OTKpbUICs. BxoqHas aBeps pac-
MaxHyJIach, B/ Hapoay B MoeM Jmie Muxauna. [lapeHb B pykax Jep:kal OrpOMHBIA CBEPTOK U
[aKeThl U3 MarasuHa 3a yrjioM.

— Oi1, kpacaBuLa, MPOCHYJIACh? — BEXKJIMBO TaK OMHTEPECOBAJICS TOCTb.

—Muk! — ppIKHYJ 933. .. Hy, Oyay 3Bath ero Tum, motomy Kak « TUMKO¥» s IPUBBIKJIA HA3BIBAThH
CBOETO JIPaKOHYMKA. A 9TOT MyKYMHA HY COBCEM He TAHYJI Ha « TuMKy». A «Tumapuan» 51 Ha3bIBaTh
ero He cobupanack. bpen Benp.

Muixann BUHOBATO YabIOHY/ICA Tumy. CKJIIOHWI TOJIOBY.

— IIpoury npotenust, IMMarH, — IOYTEHHO IIPOrOBOPUII TAPEHDb M BOIPY3MJI BCE CBEPTKHU Ha
CTOJ1, €I1Ie ¥ MOCYAY I'PA3HYIO0 IPUXBATUII U B PAKOBUHY OTHEC.

Tum pUHAJICA KOBBIPATHCA B ITAKETAX, IPUHECEHHBIX Muxaunom. M3Biek TkuHCH. Berpsax-
HYJI X, OJO3PUTEIBHO paccMoTpel. [ IsHy 1 Ha rocts. ToT noxait miedyamu.
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— T gonro oTcyTCTBOBAJ, Opart, — YABIOHYJICSA TAPEeHb, — MOAA U3MEHUIIACh.

Tum KUBHYI.

VBuzena, Kak OH Havajl BBITYTHIBATHCS U3 MOEro OEJHEHBKOrO XajaTWKa, TPEHIABIIEro IO
1IBaM.

— UYro 3a gypnom?! — 3aopana s1, — CriepBa 3TOT IPUXOAMT, — TKHYJIA NajiblieM B Muxawa, —
IOTOM 3TOT nosBisiercs. Tenepp Thl ele U pasaeBarbcs B3ayMai! Bol — ncuxu, u s nporty Bac
YAQJIUTHCS U3 MOEH KBapTUPHI!

— [IpobnemarruHo, — oXau1 redamu Muxau, — Thl caMa CKa3asia, 4To ero MecTo TyT, YTO OH
— TBOWM, — Muxaus KuBHYJ B cTOpoHy Tuma, — a Moe Mecto psijiom ¢ Mmmeparopom.

— 51 He roBopuIa HUYETro MOJOOHOro! — PsBKHYJA 5.

Muixauns ycMexXHYJICS, CHSLT CIOPTUBHYIO KYPTKY, OPOCHJI €e Ha KPecio, a caM MOJOIIeN K OKHY.

— 41 roBopusia 0 KHUrE, a HE O HE3HAKOMOM MHE MyKUuHe! — He YHUMaJIach 1, IbITasCh 10Ka-
3aTh, YTO MYKUMHBI B MO KPOXOTHOM KBapTUpKe — JIMIIHKE. 11 TOTOM, MHE TyT peasibHO TECHO ¢
HuMHU. OHU BCe KOMHAThl CBOMUM IPUCYTCTBUEM 3aCIOHWJIM, 3allOJHWIIN, JaXke JIbIIaTh, Ka3aJoCh,
CTaJIO HEYEM.

[MoGexana B cnanpH0. CxBaTtwia (ponuaHT, BCe elle JIekaBIINi Ha TOCTEIM U BepHYJIach B
KOMHATy.

— Bor, s ee umena B BUy! — notpsicia s KHUTOM niepen coooid, — OH — MOil. A He Thl! — yxe
KaK-TO HE OYE€Hb YBEPEHHO IIPOTrOBOPUIIA 51, IOTOMY, KaK YyBCTBOBaJIa MIOJIHOE OTCYTCTBHE TeIlIa OT
(ponmanra. U periia npoBepuTh CBOIO J0raaKy. bricTpo nmposnucraia 3HakoMble cTpaHuLibl. OXHya.
Cena Ha non. Horu He nepaxanu.

PazBopor 6bu1 myct. Hy, Kak mycr... [ToBepeHHBII IPOTUBHUK, HAJl KOTOPHIM BO3BBILIAJICS
Mot Tumka [IpekpacHslii elie Buepa JHeM, MpUcyTcTBoBalL. A cam Tumka — ucues.

VauBiIeHHBIM, ake, s1 Obl CKa3asia, MOJTHBIM MAHUKHU M yKaca B3IJISIIOM CKOJIB3HYJIA T10 JIUILY
Tuma.

MIpam. I'maza. 3onorucro-kpacHeiid okpac. Eme u radaputhl, Bpoae Obl, MPOMOPIMOHAIBHO
MOAXOAT.

— To ectb... THI... 1 OH? — mporenTaia . Mo3r He NPUHST UH(pOPMAIINIO, U HA TOPU3OHTE
3aMasiuniia oyepeiHas OTKJIIOUKA.

— He cvets! — paBknyn Tumapuan tak, uro s B3gpornyia. OTkiouka He cocrosiiack. [lapens,
3aCTerHyB JPKMHCHI, HauaJl MpUOKaThesl KO MHe. OKa3aBIIMCh COBCEM OTM3KO, HAKJIOHMICS. VIHTY-
WTUBHO MOJAJIaCh Ha3a/1, BXUMAsICh B cTeHy. OH BBIIISIEN yrposKalolle, myraoie. M He u3-3a mpama.
[TpocTo, 4TO-TO OBUIO B €0 IIa3ax TaKoe.

[Tpucen Ha kopTouku. YBUIENA, KAK OH MEJJIEHHO IMPOTSIHYJ MPaBylo pyKy K Moei. Tak xe
MEJIJIEHHO KOCHYJICSI KOCTSIIIKaMU aJiblieB Moeil J1aJoHu. [louyBcTBOBaNa Krydee Terio, NpusTHOE
U ycrioKaMBamollee. YBujesna Jierkoe ceeueHue. CKocuiia B3IV HA HALIM COTPUKACAIOIIUECS PYKH.
JIBa mepcTHs Ha Oe3bIMSHHBIX MJIbIIAX KACAIUCh APYT APYra, CO3/1aBasi CBET ¥ 00pa3ysl 3aKOHUEHHBIH
PUCYHOK JIpaKOHA, PACKMHYBILIETO KPbUIbSI.

TumapuaH OCTOPOXKHO U TaK ke MeJJIEHHO OTOJBUHYJI CBOIO PYKY, pa3pbiBasi cBs3b. Ho cam He
Bctall. [IpocTo cuzen psAaoM co MHOM, CJIOBHO OXUJasl YEro-To.

— A MOKHO OTKJIIOUMTBCA? — MPOLIENTANa 5, IOHUMAs TOJIbKO TEIepPb, YTO KaXK/bIil YEI0BEK
[10-CBOEMY pearupyer Ha ctpecc. Y MeHs BOT Takasi peakliysi, U sl He BUHOBAaTa, YTO MOU MO3I YCTPOEH
MMEHHO TaK.

— Her, — napens, kaxercs, yabIOHY/ICSA M KAYHYJT TOJIOBOM.

— 3abaBHas1 oHa y Tebsl, — pa3gaics rojnoc Muxauia no3aau Tuma.

— 3abaBHasi — 00e3bsiHKa B 300MapKe, — MPOOOpMOTaJa s, paccMaTpuBasi epcTeHb Ha pyke. S
ke, Kaxercsi, cHuMmaina ero. [purnsigenacs. Het, Tot Obut 1pyroii, HOX0X Ha 3TOT, HO O0Jiee MacCHB-
Hbli. O, oH Tenepp Ha pyke Tuma. A 3TOT Torga oTkyga?
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— ®aMuiIbHBIN NepcTeHb ViMnepaTopckoi ceMby MapHblid, — CHOKOWHO MOsiICHWI Muxaus, po-
CJIe[IUB, HABEPHOE, 32 MOMM B3IJISIJIOM, — OH CaM PAacCIaIaeTCsl HA YacTH, BRIOMpas. . .

— Muk! — psaBknyn Tum, 1 Muxaun 3amonyait.

— YenoBeueckas paca 3Ha€T O Maruu, HO HE BEPUT B Hee, — CIIOKOWMHO Mporosopui Tum, nop-
HUMasiCh HA HOTU, U OTXOIs OT MEHsI, CUJSIIEN W BCEe TaK K€ MOANUPABIIEH CTeHy, — TeOe JI He
3HaTh, MUKapuaH.

— Mukapuan? — HeJOBEpPUYMBO BBIIOXHYJIA 51 ¥ IOCMOTpesa Ha Muxawnia, — Tosibko He roBopH,
YTO THI... !

— A yro Takoro? [logymaenib, Harucan napy TpOMKY KHUT, — OXaJ 1uiedamu Muxa. .. Muka-
puaH B 00IIEeM.

— U nHe B3mymait orpyOarbcs! — paznancs npuka3 Tumapuana. [Tocmymarbes? Yryme, npu-
Oercs. ..
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I'nmaBa 3

DMMaJINH

B oOmopok s He ynana. A tonky? OuHyCbh, a CTpaHHBIE Uy’KaK{ BCe ellle B MOel KPOXOTHOM
KBapTHUPKE.

Bor u ceituac, cuxy, mbio Koge, Ky 6yTepOpoIbl, TPUTOTOBJIEHHBIE KPACABYMKOM MUKOM, U C
onackoii Habmoxaio 3a Tumom. Ctpannsiii oH. Hy, Bpozie Kak mo-xopoiemy cTpaHHbIid. [Ipunomunna
BCE, UTO £ 3Hasa u3 Jlerengpl o Ipakone. Ero Benp 3Banm beccrpamnsiv. lymato, OH onpaszas cBoe
UMsl, €CJIM CyIUTb II0 IIpamMaM Ha JIMLIE W BEPXHEW 4YacTy TyJosuina. [lapeHs Bce elne mmeronsun B
OIHUX JXUHcaX. BepHee, BeMUeCTBEHHO BOCCEAAl HAa JUBAHE, BHUMATEJILHO ITPOCMATPUBAst KAKUE-
TO JPEBHUE PyKONUCH, TpuHeceHHble Muxannom. Cund Hartpotus Truma, iepeoe BpeMs u3ydajia ero
YKPaJKOU, TOTOM pelunia HarieTb. A yto? OHM, IepenIarnyB BCe IPaBuila MPUINYUS, CUAAT B MOEU
KBapTUPE U YXOIUTh, KaK 5 NOH:IA, He cooupatoTcs. Tak 4To, CTECHAThCS U MHE HE CTOMT. MOXHO
CMOTPETDb Ha MAPHEN B OTKPHITYIO.

Muxani ObLT KpacuB. DIaKuil IEroyb B JOpOrou ofgexe. B rmazax ozopHoi Oneck, a Ha 0y
HaJIMCh 3ariaBHbIMU OykBamu «BABHUK».

A Tum... Tum cama cepbe3HoCTb. OMH €0 B3I MOXET 3aCTaBUTh KPOBb 3aCTHITh B JKUJIAX.
Ho B T0 %e Bpems 51 He Oosiach ero. 1o kpaiiHeil Mepe, He ObLIO XKeJaHHsI BCKOUUTh C OTJTYIIHUTE b-
HBIM BOIUIEM Ha HOTM M OeXkarh, Kyna riasa rsaaar. A eme Tum Obut kpacuB. He Toil kpacoToi,
KOTOpOH OJienyT napHu ¢ 00JIOXKeK IISHLEBbBIX JKYPHAJIOB WM C 9KpaHoB TesieBu3opa. Her. Myaxe-
CTBEHHBIH, Jjaxe rpyoblii 1 BenndyecTBeHHbId. OH NpUTAruBaj cBoel 3arafgouHocteio. U misns Ha
HEro, MOHMMaJla, YTO MaHWUT OH Bce OoJbie U Ooibliie. Tak, OyATo 51 cama He MOHMMAsl, JIedy Ha ero
OrOHb, CJIOBHO MOTBLJIEK.

INoiimana ceGs Ha TOM, YTO BOT YK€ Iapy MUHYT, HE MuUras, B yrnop cMoTpio Ha Tuma. A TOT
B3IVISIA HE OTBOIMT, HE YJIBIOAETCs, a CMOTPUT B MOM IJ1a3a MOBEpX pyKomucH. M HeT HacMelKku B
ra3ax. TonbKo cTpaHHas TaiiHa. A ele, ero B3MIs CTal Oosee CHHUM U TITyOOKHM.

MoprHyia, pa3pbiBasi BO3HUKILYIO CBA3b.

— Ilapun? — Tuxo nmporosopuia £, — A Bbl HUKyJa He Toponutecs? Hy, 1o nenam tam cBoum
JPAaKOHbUM?

— A 4t0? — Bckunyn 6poBu Tum.

— Huuero, — nosaiia ruieyamu 1, NOJHUMAsICh HA HOTY U, TIOIHSAB PYKH HaJl FOJIOBOU, TPUHSIIACH
CKpYYMBaTh BOJIOCHI B TIPUBBIYHBINA KTYT, YTOOBI 3aKOJIOTh BCIO MOIO KOIIHY Ha MAaKyIIIKe, — CUIHTE
TYT yXe OUTBII yac, OyITo y Bac /e HeT.

— A Tebe Hy)XKHO KyJa-TO, DMMaIMH? — BKPaJAuMBO MOMHTepecoBascsa Tum.

— Her, — moxana s ruiieyamu, — HO Bbl MOTJIH OBI M YOpaThCsl yKe BOCBOSICH.

— Hea, He Moryu Obl, — nogai rosoc Muxani, napeHb CHe] Ha MOJOKOHHUKE M KOMAJCs B
NIPUHECEHHOM MM HOYTOYKe, — IOHMMaelllb, MiMrnepartop npusszaH K CBOEH. . .

— Muxapuan! — ppikHys1 Tum. Muxann yasIOHyJICS elnie mupe.

— [IpuBs3aH K Koblly, — MPOJODKII Muxaui, — u 6e3 TeOs1 epeJBUraTbCsi He MOKET.

— U Bcero-to? — panocTHO npocusiia 51, — A 4ero cpasy He ckasayum?

Sl OblcTpeHbKO MOJCKOUMIIA Ha HOrW, nojierena k Tumy. He risas B ero 3agymuuBble, BOJI-
11eOHble, YyTOUYKY HEIOBOJIbHBIE [71a3a, CTPEMUTEIBHO CAEPHYJIA KOMBIIO € Majbla.

— OMManuH! — npopeiyas TuM... TuMka 1o ectb. BMecTo mapHsa Ha AMBaHE BOccegasl MOW
JPAaKOHYMK, HEJOBOJIBHO 1IN, Y M4 Ha MEHSI CBOUMU CUHUMMU YTOJIbKAMMU.

— On! — onemmna 1.
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— He cuumaii konblia, KpacaBuiia, — HocMenBasicss Muxawi, cujst Ha IOIOKOHHUKE, — 110 Kpau-
Hel mepe, /10 Tex Mop, MoKa Mbl He BepHeM Tesio Mmnepatopa.

— Yyyero? — He MOHSNA 1.

Hpakon Tumka TeM BpeMeHeM MoAo0pasl MepcTeHb C AWBaHa U, MOIETEB K CaMOMY MOEMY
HOCY, HA MTHOBEHHE 3aBHC OKOJIO MOETO JIMIIA, AepXka YKpalieHune B nacti. MTHTYUTUBHO MPOTSIHYIa
PYKY JIaJOHbI0 BBepX. TUMKa MOTOKUI KOJIBLIO HAa PACKPHITYIO J1a10Hb. [TocmymiHo Hajena nepcTeHb
Ha Oe3bIMSIHHBIN TIAJICII.

SIpkoe cBeueHne o3apuiio KoMHaTy. Bo Bce mmaza cmorpena, kak Tumka, CBETsCh U3HYTpH,
npeBpaiaercs B yenoeka. Mysxuuny. O6HaxxeHHoro. [TokpacHena 10 KopHel Bosioc. OTBea B3I/
B ctopoHy. U nox Tuxuit cmex Muxamia yoexasia B CBOI0 KOMHATY. 3aKpbIB 32 COOOM IBEPb, 3aKpH-
yasa:

— ¥V Bac BpemMeHH POBHO JI0 yTpa, a TIOTOM BBIMETAWTECh U3 MOETo JoMa! — MpoKpuyania f,
OIUPAsICh CIIMHOM O JIBEPb.

[Mocmotpena Ha cBolo pyKy. IlepcTeHs yike IpUBBIYHO M YIOTHO Jepikajics Ha nassiie. M qpakoH,
M300paXeHHBII HA HEM, TIPUCYTCTBOBAJL.

— W 9ro MHe aenath? — TUXO MPOIIETITaNA s, 00palasch K yKpaleHuo.

B kBaptupe Bce ctuxio. §1 yxe pemiia, 4To HapHU UCUYE3ITH TaKkKe HEOKUIAHHO, KaK U MOsIBU-
smch. OCTOPOKHO MPUOTKPBLJIA IBEPh, BRICYHYJIA TOIoBy. HeT, He moATBEpAMINCH MOM TOI03PEHHUS.

Tum cuzen Ha TMBaHe, MOTHOCTBIO OJIETHIN, ¥ ITPU TOM B KOCTIOM. TeMHO-CepbIil MUKAK OTTe-
HsUT IIBET €ro I1a3 U OOJIbIIe MOAYEPKUBAI Pa3BUTYIO MYCKYJIaTypy, yeM cKkpbiBas ee. [loHsiia, 4to
OIsATH OECCOBECTHO MSUTIOCh HA MYKUUHY. THM MOJHSII FOJIOBY, TOCMOTpPES Ha MEHs1. YTOJIKH ero ryo
TIPUTIOHSUTACH BBEPX, B HAMEKE Ha YJIBIOKY.

— Cobwupaiicsi, IMMauH, — Bpoae Obl TIOMPOCUJT MapeHb, HO MPOCh0a OYeHb CMaxHBajia Ha
MPUKa3, — HaM HYKHO ChE3JUTh B OJJHO MECTO, a TIOTOM, €CJIM BCE BBIIJIET, Thl BEPHEIIbCS JIOMOM.

— A ecnu He BBIJIET? — C OMACKOM CIpocuIa .

— Takoli BApyaHT MBI HE paccMaTpuBaeM, — THM OTBeJ B3IJIsI U BCTAN C TUBaHa, — OfeBaics, —
00aBHIT OH.

VBuzena, 4To Ha CTOJMKE JIekKaso IulaThe TEMHO-KPAcHOro 11BeTa. BeuepHee u, Cyas Mo Bcemy,
JOpOroe.

— He Oyny! — BOMHCTBEHHO MTPOrOBOpHIIA 1.

Ckazana, a cama mopasmiach CBoeMy YIpsiMCTBY. Benp He Oblia Takod HMKorga. [a 4rto co
MHOW TBOpPUThCA ?!

Muixau niepectas yXMbUISTBCSA, Cle3 C MOJOKOHHUKA M KaK-TO HAIIPSKEHHO TaK BCTAJT y OKHA.

A TuMm MeJIeHHO TIOBEPHYJICS KO MHE.

— Opeaiicsi! — yxe TBepxke nmpukazan Tumapuan.

ToJbKO M3 BPEAHOCTH peliiia BHOBb BO3Pa3uTh. YacTh MO3ra Kpuyasia, YTo BO3pa3suTh MOKHO.
A npyras 4actb, KOTOpasi, O4eBUIHO, OTBEYANIA 32 UyBCTBA CAMOCOXPAHEHHUsI, HACTOMYMBO 3y/esa:
«[TomYMHUCH, U CHIO ke CEKYHITY !».

[NonpaBuia OUKM, CKpeCTHIa PyKHU Ha TPYIU U a)e MPUIILypriiack, B yrop risas Ha Tuma.

— He Oyjy, — CIIOKOIHO mpou3Hecha s, — MHe U Tak KOM(OPTHO.

Kpaewm raza 3amernna, kak Muxans o CTEHOUKE HarpasiisieTcsl K BXOAHOW 1Bepu. OTKpBIB
ee, Ha MUT OOEpHYJICS U TUXO CKa3al:

— Bpart, neBuyoHKa coBceM, Nojierye ¢ Heu.

[npoko pacnaxHyB I1a3a, Bujaena, Kak Tum, CJIOBHO B 3aMe/JIEHHOW CheMKeE, TOBEPHYJI JIMILIO
B cropoHy Opara. lllpam Ha 1meke crtan Oosee YEeTKUM, YeTIOCTH CXKaluch. B mazax — myraoimee
BBIpQXXEHHUE, TAKOE, CJIOBHO OH Pa30pBET BceX KPYroM roisiMu pykamu. Hy, nim Korrsamu.

— Ky BHM3Y, — KOpPOTKO CKa3asl MuXaui 1 akKypaTHO MPUKPBUT ABEPb 32 COOOM.

MBpl octanuch oHU. §I OCTOPOKHO CIJIOTHYJIA, MOMATHIIACH, YIIepJach CIIMHOM B cTeHy. OueHb
XOTEJIOCh CKAThCsl B KOMOYEK M 3aKPBITh TOJIOBY pykamu. Wnm yOexarh Ha APYTylo 4acTb ropoia,
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a syuie — ceeta. Ho s 3actaBuia cebs 3acThiTh HeNMOABMXKHO. A Tum OecriryMHO NPUABUHYJICS KO
MHE, HaBUCasl.

— Her? — Txo cripocuit oH, — [lymaeliip, cMOXelllb OCIyIIaThCsl MEHsI, JeBOYKa?

— Hymaeinb, MOKeIIb MHE MTPUKa3blBaTh? — B TOH €My MapupoBaja s, Mopaxasch COOCTBEH-
HOH CMEJIOCTH, 2 MOXET, M TYIMOCTH, 3TO Kak MocMoTpeTh. Hy, 1 4TOOBI COBCEM yke BHIKOMATh cede
MOTHITY, HAJMEHHO 100aBmia, — Mambuuk!

Tum noutu Kacascsi MeHs. JIpIXaHue ero onajsiio JIMUIO. A PyKHM OH IOJOXKWI Ha CTEHY, HE
MO3BOJISAA MHE YOeKaTh, 1axe e Obl 1 M peliach Ha OercTBO.

— Thl cmeems Imneparopa [IpakoHOB CpaBHUBAThH C COIUIMBBIM MaJIbYMIIKOW? — BKPaJI4MBO
npoxpurnen Tumapuan. [1a3a ero HaIWIMCh CUHEBOM, SIPKOW M HACBHIIIIEHHOM, a BOJIOCHI, Ka3aJiocCh,
CTaJI COBCEM PBIKMMH, OTHEHHBIMU. [ 0TOBa ObLi1a OKJISICTHCS, UTO Jake Ha KOKe MPOCTYIHIIH 30710~
TUCTBIE YEIIyHKHU.

— TbI mepBeIM Hauaut! — moxBasuia ceds 3a TO, YTO TOJIOC 3ByYall TBEP/IO.

Bpoeu Tumapuana B3MeTHYJIUCh BBepX. JIMI0 MpuOIM3UiIoch K Moell (pM3MOHOMMU ellie Ha
napy CaHTUMETPOB. A JIaJOHb CKOJIb3HYJIA K MOAOOPOIKY, YAECPKUBASI.

Tum Momuas cekyHAy, IJIsAsl B MOM IJia3a, OyATO IMBITAJICSA YTO-TO MPOUYECTh B HUX. YBUJENA,
KaK ero 3pauyky HavyaJd MEHSThCS, PEBPaIlasich B BEPTUKAIbHBIE. 3aTania apixanue. OH ObUT Kpa-
CHB, O4YeHb KpacuB. ITycTb ceiluac OH 3/1MJICs, HO 3aBOpaXKMBaJl MEHs. A 51, CJIOBHO 3ayapOBaHHas,
HE MOIJIa MOILEBEJIUTHCS, aXke JbIIIaTh HE MOIJIA.

— Thl HaieHe1b 3TO YEPTOBO IJIAThE U MOMEIb CO MHOM | — Haual BKPaJuruBO roBOpUTh Tum, —
A 1OoTOM MBI OTIIpaBUMCS A0MOM. U BIipeb Thl HUKOI/IA HE CTaHEelllb MHE MIepEeYnTh, IeBOYKa!

N 1yt 1o MeHs pouuto. TOT 3BEPh, APAKOH TO €CTh, MEHs rMnHOTU3MpyeT! Bor Beap ran
yelynyarblii!

Moprayna. A motom yauBWiIa Aaxe ceOsi, He ToBopsi yxke o Tumapuane. KyTKuil XOXOT
pBaJICS U3 TPYAH, CIIEPBa, OSIBUIIOCH CIABJIEHHOE XMXUKaHbe. C KakIbIM BbIJOXOM CMEX CTAHOBUJICS
rpomue. Teneppb AblIaTh HE MOIVIA YK€ 110 MHOU ITPUYUHE.

— Thl...THI... TMIHOTU3UpPYELIb MEHs? — CMESIACh 5.

TuM yauBIEHHO MOpPrHY/I. 3paukud oOpenu MpexkHIo (opMy, HO PyK OPaKOH OT MEHS He
yOpaut. TonbKo yBHUJIeNa 33 JyMUYMBOCTD B €T0 IJ1a3aX.

— Jla, a 9TO CMEIHOro? — HEMHOTO OOMKEHHO, COBCEM Heroaxosie s Mimmeparopa, cripo-
CHJI OH.

— Hu-Hu-nudero, — xoxorana s, — boxe! Cam Umneparop! Cam Ornennbiii IpakoH ... U MeHst
— mpoctyto cmepTHyio! XKyThb!

Moeii pamoctt Tum He pazaensii. Tonbko ciienw 3yosl ere Kpermde u Hacymics. Oounaencsa?

— Tumka, Hy, 4TO Thl? — Hauas1a FTOBOPUTH 51, HO OCEKJIACh, [IOHUMAas, UYTO Ceiuac OH OT « TUMKM»
OKOHYATEJIbHO MPHUJET B OCIIEHCTBO.

He npuinen. 3aro npura s1. BepHee, He B O€IIEHCTBO, a B 3aMeIIaTe/IbCTBO BCEIEHCKUX Mac-
mradoB. Hactynuia rnosnHas ie30preHTalysi B IpOCTPAHCTBE, /1a ¥ BO BCE MOEH KHU3HU.

Tum npuaBuHYIICsA eme Oke Ko MHe. HakJIOHWT TOJIOBY K MOEMY yXYy.

— 3HauuT, TUIIHO3 HaM HE TOIXOAMT, — 3aJyMuuBO IporoBopui Tum. I B oTBET MKHYyJA.
[Tapensb nrymMHO BbIIOXHYJI. ['Opssumii onassionuii BO3AyX 3alIeKOTal MO yXO.

— EcTb Benp 1 Ipyrue MeTosibl BO3JEUCTBUS, — 3ayMUMBO Iporentan TuM. A s BceM TeJoM
YyBCTBOBaJIa, HACKOJILKO OH OJIM3KO, HACKOJIBKO TOPSTUO €r0 TeJIO U OOKUTAIOIIE JbIXaHHe.

Ero ry0Osl cCKOB3HYIIN IO MOEH ITIeKe. A JTaJloHb BCe ellle Jiexkaa Ha oI00poKe, He TIO3BOISIS
BBIPBaThCA. S OMATH HE MOIvIa AbImarh. A ryosl TuMa criyctuivich Huke. [opsiuee AbIXaHKue ONajuiio
Mo# poT. { miaBmiIack ot ero nouesys. Mo3r coBceM OTKJTIOUMIICS. A Bce Teso ObUIO CJIOBHO B OTHE.

Tum 3amep, ero pykud Kakum-To 0Opa3oM OKa3aliuch HO MOEH... Hy, Hore, KaxeTcs. JlamHo,
YyTb BBIIIE, YeM Ha HOTre. A ero Oeapa NpukKUMaIUCh KO MHE.

18



H. Kodd. «OrnenHoe cepuue apakoHa»

— IoiineM co MHOIA, — BBIIOXHYJ TUMapuaH, I/ Ha MEHs1 CBOMMU PaCIUIaBIEHHBIMUA CUHUMU
YTOJIbKaMH.

— Her, — Tvx0 noBTrOpuia 51 NpeXHUI OTBET, — HUKYAA 5 He Moy !

— bory, na 4to MHe caemnath, yToObl Th monia?! — nmoutu npokpuyan Tum. [Togo3peraro, 4To
TEpPIIEHUE €T0 YKE Ha HYJIE.

— INomnpocuth? — peanonoxuia .

TvM MUHYTY CMOTpEJI Ha MEH$1, TIPUILY PUBIIKCH, BOT TOJIBKO HE OTOIBUTAJICS] HUKAK, TIPOJOI-
’Kast MeHsI IPUKUMaTh K cede, BepHee K CTeHe, HO CBOUM TEJIOM.

— Vmniepatopbl He pocAT, — HAAMEHHO (PBIPKHYJI IPAKOH.

Moe BoIpakeHue Jimia ropopuiio cienymoiee: «Hy u uto?!». JIpakoH BreyaTwics, MOHST U
Jaxe B3J0XHYJIL. [IBaxpl.

— 1 Begp MOry MpOCTO B3BAIUTH TeOsI Ha IJIEYO U YHECTH, — KaK Obl Pa3MBIILIssI, TPOM3HEC
Tum.

— A Bep Mory pa3oparbcs TakK, YTO BCS yJUIa COSKUTCS HA MO KPUK, — TaK K€ Pa3MBIIILISIA 5.

— TBoe M Tebe MOAXOOUT, — TO JIU TPOCTOHAJ, TO JIM MPOKPsIXTeN Thum, — XOpoIo, IMMavH.
IMomoru MHe, moxainyicra. Beero qsa mHs1, ¥ Thl Oyzenib goma. Oberiaro.

O! Hy, nak 370 )€ Apyroe Aejo! — XoTeJoch 3aKpuyaTh MHE, HO HE CTajia MOJIMBATh Macia B
oroHb. KTO ero 3Haer, BIpYr ApakoH ¢ Hec(hOpMUPOBABILENCS ICUXUKOM.

— JIBa nHA? — nepecnpocuia s. TUM KUBHYIL.

— W g noma? — nonsIThiBaJIach 1. TUM KUBHYJI C KAKMM-TO 3aTra/IOUHBIM BbIPQ)KEHUEM HA JIULIE.

— Xopo1110, — KUBHYJIa 51, HACKOJIBKO MO3BOJIsLIa JIaJI0Hb THMa, Bee ellie NpuaepKUBaloas Mou
noOOPOAOK, — HO Thl ¢ MUXamJIoM paccKaxelb MHE O JPaKOHaxX MojpoOHee.

— Bpar nipaB, — XxMbIKHYA TrM, — ThI — 3a0aBHaS.

[Tpuiypunace, roroBast paCTOPrHyTh 3aKJII0OYEHHYIO TOJIBKO YTO cienKy. Ho Tum kopoTko npu-
KOCHYJICSI K MOMM T'y0aM CBOMM PTOM M BBIITYCTHJI MEHS U3 CBOUX PYK.

— 4 gro, Ha 00e3bsAHy TIOX0Xka? — MPOOOPMOTAIA 1.

— Her, — xMbikHYyn Tum, — Bcero Jiuiib Ha HaXaJabHOTO 3MeeHbIa. Y Teds MATh MUHYT.

3asun Tum u nopomen kK okHy. COMTHEYHBIN CBET, JIBIOIIHMIACS 4Yepe3 CTeKJIO, OOpHCOBa
(urypy napus.

— Cam Takoi, — mpoOyOHMIIA 51, — a THI He MOT ObI MOI0XKJaTh ¢ MUXanaom BHU3Y?

Tum G6pocui Ha MeHs B3I uepes Twiedo. Cepbe3Hoe JIMI0 ¥ HU HaMeKa Ha YJIbIOKY.

— Her, — BbIIas1 ApakoH, — KaK TOJBKO 51 YAATIOCH OT TeOsl, CBSI3b HAPYILIUTCS, U sI BHOBD ITpe-
BpaIyCh B IpakoHa. MHe MoKa Helb3sl JaJeKO OTXOAUTh OT TeOs.

— Ha? A nmouemy? U3-3a Kosblia? — Havaaa TapaTopuTh 5, — ITO y BCEX IPAKOHOB Tak? A
Muxaun? W oH He apakoH?

— DOMmManuH! — peikHYA Tum. U s, IOCIyITHO TPUKPBIB POT, 3aCOOMPATIACH.

Cryctsl nITHAALATh MUHYT 51 YK€ KOBBUISUIA U3 claJIbHU. [11aThe He 03BOJISIIO EPEeABUTaThCs
HOPMAJILHO, TOJILKO MEJIKMMH Inakkamiu. Eie u Tyiam npunuiock 00yTh Ha HIMUIBKE, TOTOMY, KakK
01071 I0OKH BOJIOYMJICS TI0 TIONTy. BOT M MpUX0AMIOCh MATH MEJICHHO U OY€Hb CTapaThCsl HE yIacTh.
Bornocel pacryctuna, He Mactep 51 coopykarh npuuecku. M modpocas tenedoH, canderku u Bce
caMoe HeoOXOIMMOe B HEOOJBIIYI0 CYMOUKY, 3aKpblIa JBEPh CMATbHH.

TuM Bce Tak:Ke CTOsIT y OKHA, TOJIBKO yKe JIMIIOM KO MHe. Pyku B kKapmaHax OpIOK, a B IJ1a3ax
BCEJIEHCKAs! CKYyKa.

VBuaeB meHs1, TUM KHUBHYJI M HAIPaBWICSA B CTOPOHY JBepu. IIpunepxkas ee, MO3BOJIAI MHE
IIPOITHA MUMO Hero. 3a CIIMHOM ycIbliajla TUXUK 1mendyok 3aMka. U ronoc Tuma.

— C MukoM Bce B MOpsAKE, TaK TOJIbKO CO MHOM, — pa3Aajicsl roJI0C APAaKOHa HaJ MOUM YXOM.

— A nouemy? — BHOBb IIPOCHYJIOCH JTIOOOTIBITCTBO.
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— OcraJbHbIE BOIIPOCHI IIOTOM, — 6633H€JIHHL[I/IOHHO 3asgBuI Tum ", TBEPAO B34B MCHA 3a
JIJaJOHBb, ITOBEJI BHU3 110 JICCTHUIIC. bruta cMy 6J1ar0napHa, 160 JIECTHUIA U IIIMHUJIBKKU Ha MOUX HOrax
— HE COBMECTUMBI.

Bornpochl Tep3aiu MeHsl, OTBEThI HA HUX XOTEJIOCh MOTYYHTh KaK MOXKHO cKopee, Ho Tum mor-
YaJl. MBI BBIIILIM HA YJUILY, TJe HAC OXKHMIAT CepeOPHUCThI aBTOMOOUIIh OYyp:KYHCKOTO aBTOIPOMA.
Mapku He 3Hai0, HO TOYHO HEe U3 JCIIeBbIX.

MuixauJi npuiepxat 3aIHIO0 IBepb 111 MeHs1, 2 ThM, BBITYCTHUB MOIO PYKY U3 JIaJIOHH, 00OIIIE]T
MAIIIMHY ¥ CeJl Ha 3a/IHee CHIEHbE PSIOM CO MHOM. MUK K€ 3aHST BOAUTEIbCKOE MECTO.

Bo Bpems noe3nku Tum mMomyai, misas B OKHO. Bujena 3ayMYuBOCTh B €ro mia3ax. A ee
mpam. CBeTIbil pyOell YeTKO BUIHEJICS Ha KpacuBOM Jiile. M 4to camoe yauBHUTEIbHOE, IIpaM HU
YyTOUKy He 00e300paxkuBai Trma, HA00OPOT 100ABIIST TAMHCTBEHHOCTH €T0 OOJIUKY.

— Tol ero mpaBja noxyvu npu cpaxkenun y OrHeHHOro Bojonana? — OpsIKHYJNA 51, a TIOTOM
NPUKpBLIA POT.

TuM MOBEpPHYJT TOJIOBY KO MHE, TJISIHYJI CHUCXOJMTEJILHO, IAKe YCMEXHYJICS.

— He crout Beputh BceMy, UTO HAITMCAHO B KHUTE, — TPOrOBOPHIT THM M OTBEPHYJICS.

— A Bce-Taku? — HacTosia f1.

— Ham moryuwii u Benukuii imnepatop OrHeHHbIX [IpakoOHOB MOMYYMII CeH IIpaM B paHHEM
JETCTBE, KOrJa HEOCMOTPUTENIHHO TI0JIe3 B OTIOBCKYIO OpYXEHHYI0, — JIOHeccs rojioc Muxauia ¢
niepe/IHero CHEHbsI, — MAMEHbKa B TOT JIeHb OblIa cama He CBOsI OT THeBa. UM momnaso BceM, BKJOUast
otna, Benvkoro Mmmeparopa, Ha TOT MOMEHT OBIBILIETO MAJIbYYTaHOM, U BCEM HSIHbKaM.

— A Tebe? — ynuBIIach 1.

— A MHe TIOBe3J10, s POAMJICS TOJILKO Yepe3 Mapy COTEH JIET, — [IOCMEUBAsICh, COOOIIMI Muxauit.

S 3akanuisuiace. [lapy coren set? U ckonbko ke um toraa?

[MouyBcTBOBAIA TOPSIUYIO JIAJJOHb HA CBOEW OTKPHITOM BHIPE30M IUIAThsI CITUHE. JIerKue moxJyio-
NIBIBAaHMSI U TIOTJIAKMBAHKSI TIOMOTJIH CITPABUTHCS C BHE3AITHBIM KalIllIEM.

— Cccniacu60, — BeIaBrIa 4, iAad Ha Tuma.

[MTapeHb TOJBKO BETMUYECTBEHHO KUBHY.I.

— U ckonbko ke Bam, peOsITKH, JIeT? — MPOKPsIXTeNa 51, FOPJI0 HEMHOTO CIIABUJIO U 3aXOTEJIOCh
nuTh. TUM CJIOBHO MPOYMTAB MOU MBICIIH, TIPOTSHYJ PYKY K HEOOJBIION KOKAHOM BEpIie, OTKPbLT
ee 1 U3BJIeK cTakaH. Hanmme B Hero Boapl 3 Oy THUIKH, CIIPATAHHOM TaM ke, THM MPOTSHYJT KUIKOCTh
MHe. BriarogapHo ysbIOHY1ach, Jieast IIOTOK MPOXJIATHON KUIKOCTH.

— Hy, npakoHbl HE CUMTAIOT CBOM rOJia MOCJie TIepBOM COTHH, — JIOHEeCCsI rojioc MuKa ¢ BoIu-
TEJILCKOTO MECTa, — HO MHE JIBE THICSYM MATHCOT JIBAIIATD IISTh.

— Vry, — IpoTsIHyJNA 51, TOHUMAas], YTO YKe U HE CTOMT HUUEMY YAUBIISATHCS MOCIIE BCTPEUU ITUX
ABYX Mpe/ICTaBUTENEN poJa JPaKOHOB.

— A MMniepatop y Hac O/IMH U3 CaMbIX CTApbIX Ha IJTaHeTe ¥ B iMIiepyu, — MpOOJIKIII TOBOPUTh
Muk.

VYnuBneHHo nmocMoTpena Ha Tuma, TOT, He CBOAISI B3IUIsAAa, CMOTPEJ Ha MEHsI, CIOBHO OXHUAAT
MOEH peakIy Ha U3BECTHE O €r0 BO3pacTe.

— Emy Tpu ThiCSYM ATHCOT TPUALIAT IATh JIET, — TOBOPUII MUK, — 100KJIeH, IPAKTUYECKH.

Sl BHOBb 3aKalUIsIaCh, 1a TaK, YTO CJIE3bl BHICTYIWIN U3 1J1a3. TUM OTOOpasl BOLY U3 MOMX
NaJIblIeB, BUCTUBIIMXCSA B CTakaH. Vl BHOBb MPUHSIICS XJIONATh MEHSI IO CITHHE.

— A oH Bcer/ia 3a Te0st oTBeyaeT? — OypKHYyJIa s, IS CKBO3b ITPOCTYIUBILIKE CJIe3bl HA JIpa-
KOHa.

— TosbKo KOra s caM 3TOro Xouy, — MocJeJoBajl OTBET, — HO B MOCIeHee BpeMst MUK GonTaet
OOJIbIIIE HOPMBI.

Mpaaa. [pencrapisio, eciiu 061 1 MUK ObUT ObI TAKUM kK€ HEMHOTOCJIOBHBIM, Kak U Tum. 4
Obl, eii-bory, cBUXHYach.
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4l 3amoyana, mpeanounTast AaTh OTABIX MOEMY OeJHEHHPKOMY MO3TY.

— A xyza Mbl efieM? — He yzepKaiach 51 OT OUepeTHOro BOIpoca.

— B Mapwmio, — mocie1oBas JaKOHUYHBIN OTBET ¢ BOIUTENIBCKOTO MecTa. M Bee. TummmHa.

— Ara, OHSATHO, — MPOOOpPMOTaa s, — a 3a4eM?

Psinom paszpascs myMHbIHA Bei1oX. ITyOokuii Boox. I BHOBb Bce CTHXJIO.

— [Nonumaernib, MMH, — HaYaJI TOBOPUTH MuxauJ.

— Muk! — nogymasia, 4To CTekja BOT-BOT pasjietsitcs ot opa Tuma. Her. He pasnerenuce.
TosbKO B MOEM JIEBOM yX€ TIOSIBUJICS] HEMPHUATHBIN 3BOH. A TaK, 0OOILIOCH BPOJIE.

Muixawn 3aMoTyat, MOCTyIIaBIIKCh OpaTta. BOT TOJIBbKO MO€ JII0OOMBITCTBO MPOCHYIIOCH M 3AChI-
narh He XOTeJIO.

— A 4TO, HAC MPSIM TaK MYCTAT B MIPHIO? — CIIPOCHJIA 51, — VLT MBI PSIIOM CO 3aHHEM MOCUANM 7
B maimmne?

—DmmamuH! — peIkHY Tum, — Tel He MorIa OBl TOMOJTYATh XOTsI Obl TIOSTYaca?

— Jla... HeT... He 3HAI0! — YECTHO OTBETHJIA 1.

Bceii koxeit oty TriIa Terio ucxoasiiee oT ApakoHa. [Tokaszanock, YTo MeHs BOT-BOT HAKPOET
BOJIHOM *kapa.

— PebsT, He cnasute Tauky, — pa3faics eBa pasIMuMMbIA rooc Muka. TUM TOJIBKO 4TO-
TO MPOpPHIYAJ B OTBET HA HE3HAKOMOM $I3bIKE M KAaK-TO CTPEMHTENHHO TaK BBIOPOCHUJI PYKH B MOIO
cropony. OH uto? OH nonenoBath MeHs gymaer? Hert, Tonbko He 310! — npoHecsock B rosiose. Her!
Hert?

Hpakony-MmrnepaTopy HUKTO He yKa3, a YK TeM Oojiee cinabeHbKasi YeJOBeuKa, MOBEpHYyTasI
Ha KHWKKax. TMMapuaH mpukaicsi CBOMM proM K MomM rydam. U menosan. He tak, kak B mpo-
nublid pa3. Kak-to unave. Msrye. ['opsiuee. M TpeboBarensHee. Mou ryobsl caMu coOO0i pa3/iBUHY-
JIUCh HaBCTpeuy ero pry. A s MOHsIa, YTO IJ1a3a 3aKPbUTHCh OT YAOBOJIBCTBUS. MBICIEHHO pyraja
ceOs1 TIOCJIEIHMMU CJIOBAMHU 3a TO, 4TO 5 Takas 6ecxpebdernas. M Tuma pyrasna, 3a TO, 9TO OH TaKou
MIPEK PACHBIIA.

— [puexamu! — pazgasicst U3MIIHE Becesblil rotoc Muka. §1 ycrpbliana 3ByK OTKPBIBAIOIIEHCS
aBepyu. Muxani myseil BBICKOUMII U3 MallIMHBI U OCTaBIJT HAC ¢ TUMOM OJHUX.

JlpIxaHusl cTajo He XxBararh, U Tum orcTpaHuics ot MeHs. OTkpbuia rasza. [Tocmorpena B
SIPKO-CUHHE YTOJIbKH.

— DMMaJH, — HEMHOTO XPHUIUIO TPOroBopui TuMapuaH, — MpuaeT BpeMsi, U Thl BCE y3Haelllb.
Sl oTBevy Ha Bce TBOM BOMPOCHI, HO MOKa norepnu. Muer?

Cekynny cMotpena B Jino Tuma. Eciu yecTHo, Oblia B IIOKE OT MHTOHALIMH €r0 ToJIoca.

— MMmiepaTopsl 5ke He POCST, — YIUBUIIACH 5. Mos rojioBa Obllla HEMHOT'O 3aIPOKHUHYTA, YIOTHO
Pa3MecCTUBIIMCH HA COTHYTOM JIoKTe Trma. Cama He 3aMeTHsIa, Kak OKa3asjach Ha ero KojeHsx. U
1aThe 33pajioch, OOHaxas Oeypa.

— Ecin oueHb Hy’KHO, TO IPOCSAT, — €/1Ba 3aMETHO YJbIOHYICA Tum.

— OueHp HyX)HO? — IOMHTEpecoBaach 1. TMM HEMHOIO HaXMY pPUJICA.

— XKuzHeHHO HEOOXOAUMO, — CIOKOMHO MTporoBopu Tum.

— XopoItio, — B3JIOXHYJIa 51, — 00eIalo HU O YeM He CIipaliuBarh, Oyay BooOIe BecTH ceOs Tak,
CJIOBHO 000 BCEM 3HAIO.

TuMm KUBHYA U paccinabuil HeMHOro xBaTky. [IpoxyanHee He cTasio, MOTOMY, Kak 51 BCE elle
CHZeNa Ha ero KOJICHSIX.

— Ho Tb1, KOTZ1a BCE 3aKOHYUTCS, CaM MHE 000 BCEM PACCKaXkelllb, — MOCTaBIIIA 51 YCIOBUE, —
He Muina, a Tel. [ToHsn?

— Tol crumikoM crada /17151 YeI0BEYKH, TIOCMEBIIEN CTaBUTh YCJI0BHsI MIMIiepaTropy, — HaqJMEeHHO
Bb1aT TuM. § 1 cama moHMMasa, 4To mapeHb MOKET OIHUM TaJIblieM pa3fAaBuTh MeHs. U B3rsan y
Hero ObUT myraoumid. Bot Tonbko s coBepiieHHo He Gositack ero. Hu karumm.

Pazpancs mymHbIf BIIOX.
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— Tonsn, moHs1, — ipoBopuYai TuM u, 0 9y0, KOPOTKO TOIEIOBAI MEHS B TYOBl U OTKPBLI
JBEPILY MAITUHbI.

Beimomsanu Mel crieyomum oOpa3oM: s 1uia nepBoil. Bepuee, TuM ccaguin MeHst CO CBOMX
KOJICH, TIOCTABWJI Ha 3eMJTIO, TIONIPABHIT TIaThe, YTOOBI OHO MPUKPHIBAJIO MOW HOTH /IO TIAT, U BBIIIEI
cam, MOMPABUB MUKAK U 3aCTETHYB ITyTOBUIIbI HA HEM.

JIniio Moe ObIJIO OTHEHHO-KPACHBIM B TOH TUIATHIO. B3MISIIOM CTOJKHY/IACH CO CMEIOIITMMUCS
razamu Muxawna. ToT, paciuibIBIINCH B YABIOKE, TIOTHSIT BBEpX OOJNBIION Majiell npaBoil pyku. B
OTBET HAaXMYyPWJIACh U, PACIPaBUB TUICUX U 33/IpaB MOIOOPOIOK, BEJTMUECTBEHHO IPOIarajia MUMO.
Ho BoT Tprrymd Moii ObuT Heonrum. TrM JOTHAT MeHsI U pa3BepHYJI B APYTYIO0 CTOpoHy. OKa3bIBa-
ercs, s IUia He TyAa. Eille 1 ouku CBOM Tj1e-To nocesiyia. B o0imem, omuH OOJbIIoi ekapHbii 6adaii !

[TeIXTs Kak TAPOBO3 M CIIOTHIKASICh HA KaXI0M I1ary 00 acajbT, Torajaa B yKa3aHHOM HaIlpaB-
JICHUHU.

— Iocroii! — tuxo nmporoBopwi Tum, ynepxuBast MeHs 3a JOKOTb. [Tociymanace. 3ameprna,
s Ha Tuma cHU3Y BBEpX.

Muxk nopoiiiesn, BCTajl psIOM CIIMHOM K Ham, CJIOBHO 3aropaxuBasi OT Bcero mupa. A Tum,
MIPUBUHYBIIUCH BIUIOTHYIO, YyTh CKJIOHUJICS HaJj0 MHOUW. Jlymana, onsth coOupaercs 1eoBaThCs.
brun! § Begp ¥ NPUBBIKHYTH MOTY. YBUJIENa, Kak yroyiku ryd TMMa HEMHOTO JPOTHY/IM B HAMEKe
Ha yJBIOKY.

[Napenp 0OXBaTHI MOE JIMIIO JIAJOHSIMU, CKJIOHWJICA eIlle HUXKe. YKe 3aKpblia I1a3a, MOKHO
CKazarh, B peABKyieHun. Ho morenys He nocienoBaio. Tum 3acThul, CIOBHO BKOMaHHbINA. [TproT-
KpbLJ1a JIBBIN I71a3, MOTOM MPaBbiid. TUM, IPUKPHIB I71a32a, YTO-TO MIETITAJI COBCEM O€33BYUHO, ITPOJIOI-
kKasi AepkaTh Moe JIUIO B cBoux Janonsx. [llenTan gonro, napy MunyTt TouHo. [ToueMy-To 3ax0Tenoch
HAKPHITh €ro JIAJIOHU CBOMMHU pykaMu. He oTTONKHYTh. A HAa00OpOT NprXkaTh. 1 Tak M MOCTymmIa.
Kak To1bk0 MOM pyKU KOCHYJIUCH €r0 TaJIbIEB, TOYYBCTBOBAIA, CJIOBHO B FOJIOBE UTO-TO B30PBAJIOCH.

— IMorepmu, — Tuxo npomwenran Tum.

A MHe 3ax0Teioch Kpu4arh oT Oonu B ronoee. Kazanoch, MO3r BOT-BOT B30pBETCS. Yke U
pot otkpsuta. Ho kpukHyTh He cMmoria. [llupoko pacnaxHyB r71a3a, Bugena, Kak TUM MpUKacaeTcs
CBOMMHU Iry0aMu K MOl MIepeHOCHIIe U, He OCTAHABJIMBASCH, IIEITYET YTO-TO.

OcrnenuTenbHasi BCObIIMIKA MOsiBUIach niepes miazamu. W Bce. Bonb yruia. Ocranoch TOIBKO
OIIYIIIEHHE JIACKOBBIX, CUJIbHBIX, TEIUIBIX PYK Ha MOMX IIeKax.

— Otkpoit masza, Amuta, — Tuxo menays Tum. [ocnymanacs. Mup nopasui cBouMu Kpackamu
Y YETKOCThIO KAPTUHKH.

— Bay! — BoimoxHyna s, misias Ha TuMa «HOBBIMU» ria3zamu. [lapeHb YIBIOHYIICS, TPOIOIIKast
yAEpPKUBATh MEHSI.

— Cnacu60, — mpoirenTaia si, TOTOM CeKyH/Iy MOMOJTJasIa U peliriach 3a/1aTh BOITPOC, — IOHU-
Maro, 4To odelaa, Ho... Bce gpakoHBl MOTYT JieduTs Jmofeii? Moskelb He oTBevath. [IpocTto oueHb
JIOOOTIBITHO.

Tum THXO paccmesiics. Y g He TIOHsIA, YTO KIMEHHO MeHsI OOJIbIIie BCETO BHIOMIIO U3 KOJICH.
Ero cMmex mnu BbIpaxkeHHe JIMIA APAKOHA, Ka3aBIIEerocsl celvac I0HbIM U 0e33a00THBIM, HECMOTDS,
CKa)keM TPsIMO, Ha MPEKJIOHHbIN BO3PACT.

— Her, Amuta, — nocMeuBascst Tvm, BHITYCTHIT MO€ JIUIIO U3 CBOMX JIaJIOHEH, a 51 XOTeJ1a MOoIpo-
CHTb €r0 BEPHYTh CBOM PYKH 0OpPATHO, CJIMIITKOM YK TEIUIO ¥ XOPOIIO ObLJIO, — sI MOTY JICUUTh TOJIBKO
TeOsI.

— Ha? A nouemy? — onsaTh npuHsiach s 3a crapoe, — Oit! IIpoctu, mpoctu! — TOPOILTUBO
CITOXBATUJIACh 51, BCTIOMHUB O JAHHOM OOCIIaHWH.

Tum moryasn. Mbl JBUHYJIUCH B CTOPOHY BBICOKOT'O 3[JaHUSI — MIPUH HAIllero ropojia. Muk 3aHsi1
MECTO O MPaBYyI0 PyKy OT MeHsi, TUM Ien clieBa, aepxka MeHs 3a pyky. [lomyyanoch Tak, CJIOBHO
TApPHU OKPYKUJIM MEHsI, BpoJle Kak oxpaHsisi. bpen Bespb, moka3anoch.

— AmuTta? — Tixo mennyia Muk. [lonsina, yro 310 He MHe, a Tumy.
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— 3arknuce! — npommnen Tum 6e337100H0. MUK MOCITYIIANCS, U MBI YK€ B TIOJHON THIIMHE
npuOIMKamuch K 31aHuio. C KakIpIM IIaroM YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAaK JIPAKOHBI, IIEJIINE MO0 OOKam OT
MeHsI, CTAHOBATCSI OoJyiee COOpAaHHBIMH, COCPEIOTOYEHHBIMHU, CIIOBHO MBI IIUTM HE B MIPHIO, a Ha
BOIHY.
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I'naBa 4

DMMaJINH

B mapuun 1aBanu npueM B Y4eCTh KaKUX-TO FOCTel-UHOCTpaHIeB. M, 4To OYeHb yAUBUTEHHO, Y
Muixawnia Obui nipurianieHus. [IpuurHy Haiero BU3UTa B TOPOJICKON OpraH MpaBJieHus s He 3Hauia.
Ho permia momMaaKuBarh, TOJIBKO JAPYKETIOOHO YabOaIach KaKJI0MYy BCTPEUHOMY — MIONIEPEYHOMY.
Vike U eKy 3aHeMeJTH, ¥ HOTH HBUTH OT HOBBIX Tydeb. B o01iem, npueM MHe «HpaBUJICS» U JJOMOM
XOTEJI0Ch BCE CUJIbHEE.

B kakoii-to MoMeHT cooOpaszuiia, yto Muxaui nponai. Ml ¢ TuMOM CTOSIIH OKOJIO OrPOMHBIX
OKOH ¥ JIIoOoBasICh Ha 3aKaT. Co CTOPOHBI BCE BHITTISZIENO TaK, CJIOBHO Mbl ObLH Tiapout. Hy, Bpoze
Kak BMecTe. TuM crosi1 oueHb O11M3K0 KO MHe. U pyka ero To u Jiesio Haxoausach Ha MoeM tene. Ha
[UIeYax TaM WM Ha TaJIMH, JaKe Ha CIIMHE.

Kto-T0 U3 rocreil mpuema MorbITajaCs NPUIIACUThL MEHSl Ha TaHell. TaHIeBaTh s He yMena,
HO MHE 3TO /€0 HpaBwiock. [IpocTo vHOrma BKIIOYAa MY3BIKY JIOMa U JpbIrajach, Kak ymesa.
Ho comHueBatoch, 4To Mou Ma mpuayTcs Mo Aylie opraHu3aropam OaHkera. He3anaunvBblii KaBasiep
HATKHYJICS Ha B3 Tuma u rcyes.

— A 410, TaHIIeBaTh HEJb3s? — MPOBOpYAJIA S, IPUIIOJHSB OAHY OPOBb.

— C HUM — HeT, — KOpoTKo oTBeTiT TuM. U 3amommuat. 51 otriviia cok 3 O0Kasia U OTBEpHYJIAch
OT JIpaKoOHa.

— Ham nopa, — HaKJIOHUBIIKCH K MOEMY YXY, menHyn Tum. B3npornyna. Yero ke Tak myratb?

— Jomon? — ¢ HaJie:KJ0M TOMHTEPECOBAJIACH 1.

— He cocem, — Tuxo orBetmst Tum. Y Mbl Me/IJIeHHO Havaym pooupaThes K Bhxony. Okazas-
IIKCh B POCTOPHOM XOJuie, THUM MOBeJ MeHsI B TPOTUBOIOMIOKHYIO OT BHIXO/IA U3 3[aHUSI CTOPOHY.

— Mbi1 Kyna? — npoinenTaia 51, OrJIsIbIBasiCh Ha3a1. 3aMeTHII JIU Hac KTo-HuOyab wim Het? Her,
Kkakercsi. IHOCTpaHIIbl BBIMUBAIH, pa3BiieKaeMble Xo3sieBaMu. OXpaHbl He ObLIO.

MBbI noBepHYJIM B Y3KHi KOPUAOPYHK, B KOHIIE KOTOPOTro MosiBUIACh purypa Muka.

— Bricrpee! Bpemenu maso! — KOpOTKO MporoBoprit MUK M OTKPBLT JBEPb, 32 KOTOPOM 0OHA-
PYKHJIaCh TYCKJIO OCBEIlIeHHAs! JIeCTHUIA. Mbl HauaIM CIycKarhbes. Sl CoThIKasach, BUEMUBIINCH B
70KOTh TrMa MepTBO# XBaTKOH, G0SICh MO30PHO MPOEXaThCs MOIMOW BHU3 MO JieCTHUIIE. TUM IITyMHO
B310xHYJ. OctaHoBwics. [IprceB Ha KOPTOYKH, OBICTPO CTAIIWII MOIO TTpaByio Tydumo. OIHUM JIBU-
KeHHeM OTJIoMas KaOJyK v BepHYJI Ty(Jiio Ha MecTo. 3a4apoBaHHO CMOTpEJIa Ha €ro TEMHO-PbIKYIO
Makymiky. [neun, 3aTsHyTble B cepyio TKaHb NUkaka. Boigocsl HeMHoro ocraBanu Ao mied. [oay-
MaJIOCh, YTO C KOPOTKOM CTPHIKKOH OH BBHIIIsI/IEN Obl MOJIOXKE U TIPUBJICKaTeIbHEe, HO OH U Oe3 TOro
KpacuB.

— INo3xe moACTpUrych, BpeMeHH He ObLI0, — YCIIbIIajia MpunIyeHHbi rojoc Tuma. OH yxe
CHpaBUJICS CO BTOPOM Ty(pJiel 1 BBIIPSAMUJICS B TIOJHBIA POCT.

— 4 4t0, BCAyX cKazanma? — mpollentana s, MoJo3peBasi, YTO KpbIllla MOsI YIIOPXHY/lA OT
XO3SIHKH.

— Her, norapancs, — tuxo nporopopui TuM U, CXBaTMB MOIO JIaJIOHb, TIPOJOJIKII UATH 32
Muxkom. A g ciienom.

MBbI OKka3auch B MPOCTOPHOM MOABATILHOM MoMeltieHun. B pyke Muxaunia nosiBuiicst poHapHK.
MBbI niepeceki KOMHATy ¥ OCTAHOBWJIMCH Y KMPIMYHOM CTEHbI, B IIEHTPE KOTOPOW He XBATaJIO Mapbl
KUpnuyen, oopasyst OTBepCcTUe. A Mpoliie ToBOpsi, B CTeHe Oblia IbIpKa.

— U uto Teneps? — npoientana . TuM NOCMOTpen Ha MEHSI.

— CHuMain KoJblIo, Jajblle s HOMAY OIUH, — CKOMaHI0Basl TuM.
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[TocnyiHo NOTAHYNIACh K MEPCTHIO.

— Croit! A oxexpaa? — TOPOIUIMBO cripocuiia 1. MUK XMbIKHYJI. TuM HaxMypuJics.

— Yepr! — BBHIJOXHYJI OH U Hayal TOPOIUIMBO pa3ieBarhbcs. IlepBylo cekyHay cMoTpesna Kak
3aBOPOKEHHAs1 HAa Pa3JeBAIOLIETOCS] MYKYMHY. A OH C HEBO3MYTHUMBIM BbIPa)KEHUEM JIMLIA PACCTETH-
BaJI IIYTOBUIIBI HA pyOallke, CHUMaJ 3allOHKH, TalIcTyK. O4Hyach, KOrjia B MOM pPyKH MepeKkoueBasa
BEPXHsI YacTh rapaepoda Truma v mapeHs MPUHSIICS 32 HUKHIOH.

— Moxert, ocTaBHILb XOTh YTO-TO? — IPONMILAJIA 51, [IOHUMASs1, YTO CeYac OH OCTAHETCSI COBCEM
TOJIBIM.

TuM TOJBKO XHWIIHO YJIBIOHYJICS M paccTerHyal peMeHb Ha Opiokax. Kpemko 3axmypuiiach,
MBITAsICHh ce0sl YTOBOPUTD, YTO HUUYETO, COOCTBEHHO, Bbl1aloIerocst He mpoucxonut. Hy, nogymaerib,
IIMKapHbIA apeHb C HAUIIMKAPHEUIINM TEJIOM CTOUT NEPeio MHOM B YEM MaTb-/IpaKOHMXa POAMJIA.
Nnu onun u3 sui, kak pentuinu, Beutymisiotrcesi? He Baxno. Baknee 1o, uro TuMmka ceituac rosbii,
a BCA €ro OfIexk/1a OKa3aaach B MOUX PyKax.

Bce Gosutach OTKpBITH IM1a3a ¥ yBUAETh OOHAXEHHOTO MapHs. YCblnana, Kak Muxaumin THXO
nocMeuBaeTcs. A MOTOM MOYYBCTBOBaJIA, Kak TyObl TvMa CKOJNB3HYIU 110 MOUM.

— CHumail, — paszpanics Wenot Ha yxo. U s, 3aKMypUBLINCH €lle Kpemye, CAepHYJIa KOJbLO C
TaJIbLIA, a IIOTOM TOJIKO OTKpPBLIA IJ1a3a.

Tum npeBpatwiica B TUMKY M CKONB3HYN B oTBepcTHE B cTeHe. [IpukuHyna, Kak OH TaM, B
TEMHOTE, ¥ OIUH?

— He Bonnyiics, Bce xoporio OyaeT, — yciblmana rojoc Muka psimoM. [lapeHb BCTan OKoJo
MEHS M TaK ke, Kak U 1, HalPsSKEHHO CMOTPEJT Ha YEPHYIO AbIPY, B KOTOPOM CKpbLICS THM.

— la 1 1 He nepexuBalo, — MoXKaJa IJieyamH .

— Bperb, y Tes1 Ha nMIIe BCe HaNKMCaHO, — YWY MeHst MUK Bo Jiku. OTBEpHYIAch OT MapHsI.

— 3TO HOpMaJIbHO, — ycriokom MeHst Muxawi. [Tocmorpena Ha npakona. 1o ero rinasam Bugena,
YTO OH XOYET CKa3arTh e1le YTO-TO. Yke 3aMepJia B IPEe/IBKYILIEHUH, HAJIEACh ITOJTYyYUTh HOBYIO MH(pOP-
Mauuio o fpakoHax. Ho Muk npomoryait.

Crycrs1, Ka3aj0ch, BEYHOCTb, NMosIBUIICS Tum.

— Tam mycro! — peikHyn Tumka. Y1 OpocuB Ha MeHsI KOPOTKHIA B3IJIsiA, Benes, — OpneBaii nep-
CTEHb!

Sl GecnpeKoCcIOBHO MOAYMHUIIOCH. BBIIO UTO-TO B I71a3aX U B MOBEICHUH JIPAKOHA, OTUETO He
XOTeJI0Ch nepeunThb. beicTpo Hazena nepcrens. [lossunock cusnue, u Tumka npesparuics B Tuma.
Ho yxacno o6oznenHoro. Ecu erme nomuaca Ha3aj OH, IPUCEB MEPelo MHOW Ha KOPTOYKH, TIOKa-
3aJIcsi MHE MOJIOZIBIM U TIPMBJIEKATEIbHBIM, TO ceiyac OH OOoJblle MOXOAWT Ha crapra. [rybokue
MOPIIMHBI 3271 MeXy OPOBSIMH U B yroJikax mia3. TUM cocpeioToueHHO TyMall O 4eM-To. Muk
BUTHEBATO BBIpyrayics. A s npotsayna Tumy onexny. [TapeHs B3si1 B pyku Oelibe, Hauasl OieBaThCs,
MPOJOJIKAsL COXPaHATh rpoOoBoe MomuyaHue. S naxe He 3aKMypUBaJIach U HE KpacHeNa MpU BHUIE
rosioro Tuma. Ilepenana emy Opioku. CripaBUBIIMCH C HUIMU U HE 3aCTETHYB peMeHb, OH IJISTHYJ Ha
MmeHsi. Ero rasa kazamich 4yepHeIMU. [[porHyBInei pykoi npotsiHyaa pyoamky. Tuma, mpoaeB pyKku
B pyKaBa, HaJie/l TOHKYIO TKaHb Ha IUICYH.

— Tam TouHO mycTo? — THXO cripocui MUK.

Tuma 1yMHO BBIIOXHYJI.

— 4 9ro, mo-TBOEMY, Crenoii? — peIKHYI ApakoH. Busena, Kak ero pyku OyKBajbHO TPSICIUCH OT
3JI0CTU. A MEJIKMe MYTrOBKM HHMKaK He MoAAaBavch napHi0. MMHTyuTMBHO marnyia k Tumke. Ilepe-
KHMHYB MIUIKaK 4epe3 JIOKOTh, MPOTsHYJIA PyKU K BOpoTy pyOamiku Tuma. Y TOpOIMBO NpUHSIaCh
3acTeruBarh MyroBku. [lapau Momyanu. A s permiaa BCTABUTh CBOM ISATh KOIIEEK.

— Ecim tam nycro, — Hayajia roBOpUTH £, HE MOJHUMAs IJ1a3 Ha JIMLO MapHs, a IPOCTO 3acTe-
rMBajIa MyrOBUIIbl, — 3HAYUT ITO «YTO-TO» IMEPEHECIN B Apyroe Mecro. HyXHO TONbKO BBISICHUTD,
Ky/a UMEHHO.

— VmHas, na? — npodopmoran Tum, — J[lymaeriis, 310 Tak nmpocto? Pa3 u Hanum?
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— Hyy, g mory nomous, — THx0 nporoopuia s. C IyroBuiamMu s yke CIpaBUiach, TENepb
TMOBsI3bIBAJIA TAICTYK. XOPOIIIO, YTO B CBOE BPEMsl MMOCUMTAJIA TAICTYKH KpaiHe JTIOOOMBITHBIMU, U
MPOYUTANIA KYqy JIUTEPATYyPbl, OTHOCUTEIILHO UX UCTOPUH U O CIIOCOOAX MX 3aBSI3bIBAHUS, — €CIIU BbI
riepecTaHeTe CKpbIBaTh OT MEHs, YTO MMEHHO MBI MIIIEM, TO MOXHO TOKONAThCs B OMOIMOTEYHBIX
apxuBax. TyT sl TO4HO cMOTY OBITH TIOJIE3HOM, 51 Belb OMOIMOTEKAPb.

CkazaB 3T0, OCTOPOKHO pacripaBuia rajictyk Ha mee Tuma. U orcrymuna. [lapens ObuT ofieT.
S naxe myroBUIIbl Ha TMKAKe ycresa 3acTerHyTh. W panoBanack, kakas s cmenas v JioBkas. Bor
TOJIBKO HE 3alpaBJIEHHbIE TIOJIbl COPOUKH BHIVISIBIBAIN U3-TI0] [UKAKA.

Muk TuX0 paccMmesics, a TuM, YepTHIXHYBIIKCh, IPUHSIICS 3aMpaBiIsATh pyOaliky B OpIOKH.

— IloBesno Tede, Opar, — ¢ HOTKAMU 3aBUCTH BbIIaT MuXawl U HAlPaBWIICS K BBIXOMY.

— Ara, MHe 0OCOOEHHO HOYaMH Be3eT, — OTPbI3HYJICSA TUM U, CXBaTHB MEHS 32 PYKY, TOTAIIVIT
Bcieq 3a MukoM.

— Taxk yto MbI UmeM? — pernia NPO30HAUPOBATH ITOYBY.

— Moe T1eno, — BeLgaa TuMmka.

S cnotkHysnack. TUM BBIIOXHYJ KaKoe-TO CJIOBO, TIOA03PEBAI0, YTO APAKOHUNA MaT.

— TBoe uT0? — HEeIOBEPUUBO CIIPOCHUIIA 1.

— Moe Teno! — npopbruant Tum, — Yero HenoustHoro? [lymry Tel pa3Oyauia, Terepb HyKHO
BOCKpeuIath Teso. MiHaye Bce Tak U OCTaHeTCHl.

— Kak tak? — onermmna 1.

Ho mue HukTo He orBeTMi. B monHO# THUIIMHE MBI BbIIUIM K3 374aHUsA. Ceau B MalllMHY U
noexaiau Kyna-to. Kak okazanock, mpuexanad Mbl KO MHE B KBapTUpPY. 32 OKHOM COBCEM CTEMHEIO.
Yachl noKa3piBasIM 0€3 MATH MUHYT TOJTHOYb.

OxkazaBlKch B cHiajibHe, CKMHYJIA C HOT TIOJIOMaHHbIe Ty(IH, CTSHYJA IJIaThe Yepe3 IOJIOBY.
3a CIMHOW CKPUITHYJIA 1BEPb.

— Kpnu! — kpukHyna s 1 noqnpeirHysia, MelTasich NPUKPHIThCA TU1aTheM. Ha nopore crosin Muk.
Barisin rpycTHBIN M IOTEPSIHHBIN. A B €r0 pyKax yBujesa 0e3BoibHOe Tesio Moero TUMKH B 00IMIum
JOPaKOHYMKA.

Cnesbl noactynum K ropiy. Kpuk 3amep B rpyau.

— OH *)UB, — TOPOIUIMBO MTPOroBopus Muk u Boien B KoMHaTy. OCTopokHO yaoxui Tuma Ha
MOAYILIKY, — C PACCBETOM OH BEPHETCH.

— Ho 51 Bep He cHMMAaJa KOJbLIA, — IPOILENTana s, CYJOPOKHO C:KUMasi KyJIaKu.

— Tumapuan — OrHEeHHBI IpakOH, Ha HETO BIIMSET COJHIIE, — MOSICHWI MuKa, — TaK 4TO HOYBIO
KOJIBIIO HE MMEET BJIACTH HaJ HUM. A C pacCBETOM BEpPHETCS €r0 YeJIOBeUeCKU OOJIMK, HO TOJBKO
ecJIi Thl Oy/Ielllb PSIOM, M Ha TBOEM MaJiblie OyIeT MepcTeHb.

— A noyeMy ¢ HUM 3TO NpoucxoauT? — npomentana 5. [Toka MUk crosn cnvHoi Ko MHe, 5
ObICTpeHbKO HaTsiHy/a (pyTOONKY 1 mopThl. [logonuia k mocrenu. Tenblie gpakoHunka Tumku cBe-
THJIOCh U TIepeMBaIoch. [1a3a ObUM OTKPHITH. BOT TONBKO MX crHeBa Obula O€3)KU3HEHHOM, CTEeK-
nstaHOM, — C TOOOM BeJlb HUYero Takoro He TBOpuTcs. Hy, B cMbICiie, TH Bellb BCE ellle YeTOBEeK.

— Tum rpoxHeT MeHs1, Koria B30OUIET COJHIIE, — podopmoTan Muk.

— A 5 eMy He CKaKy HUYEero, — 3aBepuJa s napHs. Muxaui ToJIbKO XMBIKHYJL.

— OH u 6e3 Tebs1 y3HaeT, — NoxaJ riedaMu MUK, — HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH He IIEBEIUTCS U
OoJIbIIIe HATOMUHAET CTAaTYI0, OH BCE CJIBIIINT.

— Bce-Bce? — npoienrana . MUK yTBepIUTEIbHO KUBHYIIL.

Haxwmypwunacs. [Tpumypusace. [Tepesesna B3ri1sa Ha Oe3BOTBHO JIEKABIIIEro Ha MOAYIIKAX Ipa-
KOHa.

— 4 Tyt nongymara, TOJIBKO IpOILly, HE TOMMHU MEHsSI HEBEPHO, HO. .., — MEJUIEHHO IOBEPHYJIACh
K MUKy, moHumasi, 4to MapeHb-To He BUHOBAT HU B ueM, — A Korja Tum ObUT B KHUTE, OH TOXKE BCE
CJIBIIIAJT ¥ IOHUMaT?
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— 2393... CIIPOCH y HETO cama YTPOM, — TOPOILIMBO MOAHSAI MUK pyKH BBEpX, OTKa3bIBasICh
OTBEYaTh.

— Munumk ?? — BKpagurBoO MPOroBOpUIIa £, 3/15Ch Ha MapHS.

— OH MeHs prObeT, — 3aMOTaJ TOJIOBOM MuK. S mpuIIypriachk, Iisiis HA MeJIJIEHHO OTCTYTIa-
IOIIETO B JIBepH OJIOHMHA, — JIaJHO. [la, OH BCe CIbIIa ¢ Bamiei nepBoit Bcrpeuu. Hy, ¢ Tex nop,
KaK Thl 3arOBOpPUJIA C €r0 KHUTOM.

— Ara, — BBIJIOXHYJIA 51, OTUYASTHHO MPUTIOMUHASI, YTO UMEHHO s TOBOPUJIA BCE TH JIBA rojia.

— DMMH, ThI HE 3/IUCh, — HAYaJl YTOBapuBaTh MeHs1 MUK, — Hy, XOuelllb, s TeOe PO APaKOHOB
pacckaxy? A? Tebe Beap untepecHo. [lapaii, a?

[TpukuHya, npru3agyManach U peinsia CoriaacuThCs.

— Pacckaxerib, Kak OH ToMnaJj B KHUTY, — 3asIBUJIA s, CKPECTUB PYKU Ha TPY/IH.

— A MOXHO CHayaJla M0ecTb? — MPUMHUPUTENIBHO cripocui MUk, — Ho Toibko TyT, Ipu HEM.
YrtoObl MOTOM Y MeHsI IpoOJIeM He BO3HUKJIO. 3Haelllb, He TaK MPOCTO OTpaIIBaTh HOBbIE 3yObl. Byap
TYT, a 51 Y)KUH MIPUHECY CIofA.

3aKOHYMB CBOW MOHOJIOT, MMK BBIIIENI U3 CHAJIbHU, OCTABUB MEHS, KpalHe 03a/la4eHHOU
HaeJMHE C 3aCThIBIIUM THUMOM.
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I'naBa 5

9MMa

Muxau CKpbUICS U3 CIIAJIbHY, & 5, CKPECTHB PYKH Ha IPY/H, MOAOLLIA K KPOBATH.

— Hy, uro, yennyituaThiii, — 37J00HO MPOIIUIIENa 51, — 3HAYUT, CIIBIIUIIG Bce? Hy-Hy!

4l HakJIOHMIIach K JIPaKOHY, YTOOBI JIyYIlle BUJIETh €r0 HAITYI0 M HAaXaJIbHYIO (PU3HOHOMHUIO.
Pentunus nexana 0e3BOJIbHON CTaTy3TKOM HA MOEW KPOBaTU B U3TOJIOBBE.

— Tbl oIBINA, NOAJIBIN, MOJIBIM, CaMBbIN MOIJIBIA THIT U3 BCEX, KOTO f 3HaW0! — mpoposkaia
Pa3mIaroiabCTBOBath 5, — Uro? Xouelb cka3aTh, YTO y MeHs MaJlo 3HakoMbIX ? Masio! U Te1 00 3TOM
3Haes! M 9T0 0ueHp MOAJIO C TBOEH CTOPOHBI HATIOMUHATH MHE 00 OTCYTCTBUHM Jpy3eil. BoT kak Tede
BOOOIIIE He CThIIHO! A s Besib TeOe JtoBepsiial

Brinanue nocneqHion ¢pasy ceia Ha Kpaellek MoCcTey.

— Taiinel TeGe CBOM paccKasblBaia, — TUXO MPOIIENTaNa s, BECb MO THEB CIYJICS, OCTAlach
TOJIBKO FOpeYb U HETIPUSATHBINA OCAJOK, CIOBHO KTO-TO TOJIBKO YTO Pa300JITal BCE MOM CEKPETHI, TILa-
TEJIBHO JIeJieeMble MHOW MHOTO JIET, — B OOIIEM, ThI TIOAJIbIN, HAXaJIbHBIN, HATJIBIA THIT! — COBCEM YK
OOVKEHHO IpoIIeNnTaa si, HOATSHYB KOJIEHH K TONOOPOKY.

— A eme od Mmniepatop, — ycplimana rooc Muka 3a CiMHOM.

— 41 1 roBOpIO, — UCIPABUJIACH 51, — OH CaMbI{ MO/JIbIM, HAXAJIbHBIM M HAIJIBIA UMIIEPATOPCKUI
Tin!

MUK caBI€HHO 3aCMeslICs, MOI03PEBAl0, YTO MBITAJICS CAEPKATh CMEX, HO HE BBILLIO.

— Hagaii ectb? — cripocun Muxaui. TloBepHynach k napHio. OH cTOs1 B ABEPSIX € MOIHOCOM
B pyKax, Ha KOTOPOM Pa3MeCTWJIMCh TapeJKH U MAKeThl C e10M U3 pectopaHa. VI3BecTHbIit Jlorotun
KpacoBaJICs Ha MAKeTaxX M KOPOOKax, a 5 MOHsLIA, YTO XKYTKO ITPOroyIofaach.

— JlaBaii, — B3/10xHys1a 1. MUK NOCTaBUJI MOJHOC HA Kpail KpOBaTH, a CaM BBIIIEN U3 CMAJIbHU.
Cnycrs napy MUHYT BepHyJIcs, Tallla iepe]] coO00il Ky pHaJIbHBIN CTOMK. IIpMIBUHYB ero Kk KpoBarH,
Muk niepecTaBriI HOJHOC C YKMHOM M TIPHHSIICS PACIIaKOBBIBATh CBEPTKU, KOPOOOUKH U TTAKETHI.

— A oH? — KMBHYJa B CTOpOHY Tuma.

— Becniokou1tibcs, — yTBepAUTEIbHO XMBIKHYJ MUK, — YTPOM MOECT, He NepeKuBai.

INoxana niueyamu. U B3si1a B pyKH OPOTAHYTYI0O MHE MUKOM Tapesky.

— A oH u BUIMT To)e? VM TOJNBKO CABIIMT? — CKOCHUJIA B3IVIAA Ha THUMKY, JieaBIIero Ha
noxymkax. Ecim 4ecTHO, ObUI0O HEMHOTO TPEBOXKHO BUZIETH €0 B TAKOM COCTOSTHUH. Bpone Obl oH
TYT, PSJIOM, M B TO K€ BpeMs OTCYTCTBYET. A ellle 51 BOJHOBaJach 3a Hero. Benp oH ObUT TakuM
0e33alUTHBIM B CBOEW UIOCTACH.

— OH BuUT TEOs1, — TUXO NPOroBopui MUK, apeHb cesl MPsIMO Ha MOJ1 HAlIpOTHB MeHs, OIu-
pasich CIIMHOM O CTEHY, MOCTABMJI TapesKy Ha CBOM KOJEHM M 33AyMUMBO IOCMOTpes Ha THMKY, —
MEHsI TOJIbKO CJIBIIIUT. A IPYTHX HE BOCIIPUHMMAET BOOOIIIE, pa3Be UTO JPAKOHOB, MOTOOHBIX HAM.

— W MHoro Bac, 1pakoHOB? — cipocuJIa .

— XBataeT, — TYMaHHO OTBETHJ1 MuKapuaH.

— SlcHo, — mpoOopMoTaa s, ycenach ynoOHee, MPUABUHYBIIMCH CIIMHOM K CITMHKE KPOBAaTH.
TuM OT MOMX MaHEBPOB 3aBAJIWJICS HAa OOK U CheXall C MOAYIIKU. TOpOoIUIMBO MONpaBUIIa €ro B UCXO[-
Hoe TosioxkeHre. KpoBark Oblia MajIeHbKOM, HO TaK Kak ¥ THM B CBOEM HBIHELITHEM COCTOSIHUM HE
OTJIMYAJICS pa3MepaMy, TO Mbl BIIOJIHE pa3MeCTUINCh. TOJBbKO MPHUILIOCh NPHKATh JPAKOHYMKA K
cBoeMy OeJlpy, 4TOObl HE CBAJIWJICA Ha MOJ. YBUJENA, Kak MUK ¢ y/ablOKoi HaOMofaeT 3a MOMMU
MaHeBpamH. BonpocutesibHO mosiHsAIa OpOBU BBEPX.

— Yt0? — OypkHya 1.
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— Huuero, — noxan miaedyamu Muk, — pocTo Thl mpuKonbHast. Kusast Takas. Jlydine u ObITh
HE MOIJIO.

— Tuna, KOMIIMMEHT? — OIIapaIleHo CIpocuiia, Oepsi B pyKU BUJIKY.

— Cuuraii, Kak xouellb, — MaxXHyJ1 MUK pyKo#.

— Ilpucrynaii! — ckomanoBana 1.

— lak s X yxe, — MpoOyOHMII TApeHb C HAOUTHIM PTOM.

— PacckasbiBarh, roBOpIo, IPUCTYIIAil, — OEpHYJIa 5 €70, — CUIUT TYT, KYyeT, IOHUMAellb JIH.

— 3Haelb, DMMaJIHH, — TPOMKO paccMesiicss MUK, — BOT THI e BpoJie 3a0HTast cepasi MBIIIIKa,
a Takas Jep3Kas MHOT/A.

— Jla s1 cama B 1IOKe OT ce0si, — YECTHO MpU3HAIach 51 MUKY.

— DT0 XOpOIIIOo, MOTOMY YTO C APAKOHAMH HeJb3sl ObITh MSATKOM, — Ha3UIaTeIbHO BhIgasl MUK
Y TIPUHSUICS JKeBaTh JaJIblIIE.

— He o teme Gonraerib, — HAMOMHMIIA 51 IAPHIO.

Muk XMBIKHYJI, TPOIJIOTUJI 3[JOPOBEHHBIN KYCOK MsICa U IIPUHSIICS PACCKa3bIBaTh.

— MHoro Jjier Ha3aj Ha 3emJie cyiectBoBasia mnepus [IpakoHOB, — Hayan roBoputh Muk, —
HET, JaBail HauHy ¢ OoJiee paHHUX COOBITHA. [IpaKOHBI KMJIM HEOONBIIUMH CEMbSIMH, MAPAMH T
nooaurHoyvke. [ToToM OnuH U3 MepBBIX JPAKOHOB PEUIJI, YTO BMECTE Mbl CHJIbHEE U Hayall OObeIu-
HATb OTIEJIbHBIE CEMbH, NPEBPATUB UX B KJIaH. B TO Bpems CyllecTBOBaIO CEMb KJIAHOB, Kak/IbIM
13 KOTOpbIX yrpasisii Crapeiimnza. [1oToMm KiiaHbl cCOeqUHUINCH, U NosiBUIach ViMnepus, Bo I71aBe
KOTOpPOW BCTaJl OIWH W3 CEMM CTApEUIIMH. [IpakoHbl KUIM PAAOM C JIIOIbMHU, a HEKOTOpbIE Cpein
HuXx. B oOmem, nonHas uanuis. Mivmepust pocna, kperuia. [Toka He MOSIBUIICS OIWH HEXOPOIIIHIA
THI, KaXTYIUNA BJIACTH.

— Mpa, kak 00BIYHO, — TPOOOPMOTAIA fI.

— Ara, Kak 0ObIYHO, — KMBHYJI MUK, — B 00IIIeM, SIBUJICSI 9TOT caMblii [luHuKC 1 roBoput Tuma-
puaHy, yXxoiu, MoJ, ¢ TpoHa. Teneps 51 Oyay MpaBUTb.

— Yero? — onemmia 4, — Tumke?

— Ara, Tumke, Tumke, — 3akuBaj Muk.

— To ectb, 310 TM 0O0BETUHIIT KJIaHBI ¥ co3/1a1 VIMIieprio? — yAMBUIIACH 1.

— Ara, oH, — OTBeTWJI MUK, — IHa4e, ¢ 4ero Obl eMy Ha3biBaThest immeparopom? Thl cityriiaenib
nanpie? i nepeduBath Oyzenis?

— Cnymiaio, — TOPOIUTMBO TIPOroBOpUIIa s, 00sich, uTo MUK mpepBeT CBOH pacckas, a oT Tuma
pu JTIOOOM packiiazie He JOObelIbCsl MOAPOOHBIX M Pa3BEPHYTHIX OTBETOB.

— B o6miem, 35100Hb1# [IMHUKC 3aX0TeN BIACTH HAJL MUPOM U BCEMH JIPAKOHAMH, — TIPOIOIIKILIT
pacckasbiBath MUK, — HO TrM ObUT B KOpHE He cOriaceH ¢ xkenanusmu [Junvkca. Bo Bpemsi OUTBbI
OH OTT'PbI3 HEXOPOUIEMY APAKOHY KPbUIbsI M OCTABUJI YMHUpPATh B ropax. BoT ToJIbKO KakKuM-TO 4y 1oM
JIMHUKCY ynanaoch BbLKUTD, U NAPEeHb BO3kesaasl MecTd. [1nan Mectu 3104ei roToBuIl JONITO, 3a 3TO
BpeMsl OXpaHa UMIIepaTopa ycrena paccnabuThCs, MOTepsTh OAUTEIBHOCTD, 32 UTO U MOTLIATHIACD.

Bunena, kak MUK OTCTaBWJI TapesiKy Ha MO, a cam, IJIsijist MO Tieper] cOOO0M, paccKa3bIBall.
[Monumasia, 4TO0 OH BHHUT BO BceM ceOst. VIHCTUHKTHBHO MPOTSAHYJIA PYKY M HaIyrnajia MajbliaMu
kpbu1o Tumku. [lormaguna, yyBCTBYs, Kak METa/Ul CTAHOBUTCS TEIUIBIM, @ KOJIbLIO HAYMHAET I'PETh
TaJIbIIbL.

— JIMHUKCY y[ajoCch HaHATh BOMHOB JJIs1 aTaku Ha Hac. Houblo BTOpITIMCH BO ABOpEL, — MPO-
JOJIKWJI TOBOPUTH MUK, — HITTMOHBI TPOKPAIUCH TIO/] IOKPOBOM HOUYH M HAIlIM HA UMIIEPATOPCKYIO
CEMBIO.

—V Tuma Obu1a cembsi? — THXO MpoIIenTaia .

— ¥ Hac ¢ TumoMm ObUIM POIUTENN U CECTPEHKA, — TaK ke THXO mpomenTtaa Muk, — Kpomka
coBceM. Korza st mpoOuiicsi B IOKOM POIUTENIeH, OHU yKe He Ablaiy. [{pakoHa HeJlerko yOuTh, eciu
OH caM 3Toro He xoueT. Ho 3t cBonoun — moau JJuHukca, TOUHO 3HaIM, Ky/a UATH U KaK JIeMCTBO-
BaTb. [IoTOM CcTaso n3BeCcTHO, YTO cpeu Hac OblM npenaren. Ho O6bi10 no3aHo. Mosi ceMbsi ycHyIIa
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MepTBBIM CHOM. THMa s Halles1 ¢ OrpOMHBIMH CMEPTEIbHBIMU PaHaMU B TpyAu. Ero Horu Oputy outu
oTHeJIeHb! OT TynoBuIna. Hukakas pereHepanus He criacia Obl. OH ucTekan KpoBblo. OH yCHYJ Ha
MOUX IJIa3ax.

Muixaun 3amoITJast, yrnepcsi 3aTbUIKOM B CTEHY M CMOTpEJT B IIPOCTPAHCTBO Tiepes] COOO0M.

— Bpar ymep, a y MeHs B ronoBe ponuiics IUIaH, — HAKOHELl, POIOJKUI TOBOPUTh MUK, — 5
peLm1, 4YTo Marus J0JKHA HEIIPEMEHHO MOMOYb. JIpakoHbl Be[jb COTKaHbl U3 MAaruy, Mbl IIOKJIOHS-
eMcsl pUpojIe, YepraeM Cuibl oT Hee. Ml oToM, Kak TAKOBOM CMEPTH ISl IPaKOHA HET, €CTh BEUHBIN
coH. Ho 310 nbiTKa, HacTosmas karopra. f 1axe He MOTy MpEACTaBUTh, KAKOBO 3TO. TUM HE TOBO-
put 06 3ToM. ThI JKMBEIb, BCE BUIUIID U CIBIIIHIID, IyBCTBYEIIb, HO HE MOXKEIIIb HU JIBUTAThCS, HE
nouteBeuThes. [loatoMy, ecnu ciyvaercs Tak, YTO JIPAKOH YXOOUT U3 JKU3HH, €r0 TeJIO CKUTaloT,
OCTaBHB TOJIBKO TIene. Sl MoXOpoHMIT pouTesel U CeCTPEHKY, B HAJIEK/Ie, UYTO KOrJa-HUOydb Hai1y
crioco0 BepHyTh ux. Bepree, Tum cMmoxer. Ho MHe HyXHO ObUIO IpUIyMaTh, Kak BO3poauTh Mmme-
paropa.

C cambiMu TpHOSTMKEHHBIMA BOMHAMM, OCTAaBIIMMUCS B JKUBBIX, s TIOXOPOHMI Tesio Tuma
OT/IEJILHO OT pOOUTENel U cecTpbl. MOM JII01 BBICTPOWIIM YAaCOBHIO, a 51 3aKPbUICS B APEBHEM XpaMe,
IyTh B KOTOPBIM OXPaHSJICS OTIIEIbHUKAMU, U IPUCTYIIWII 32 HAIMCAaHWE KHUTY O nofBurax Oruex-
Horo [lpakoHa. I[To MouM cooOpaxeHHsIM, MaMATh O JIpaKOHe JOJIKHA ocTaBaThcs. VMIMs ero Oymer
KUTh BEKaMH, a TOTOMKHU CTAHYT NlepecKa3bIBaTh ApYr Apyry 3Ty Jlerenay. f Bepui, 4To Kak TOJIBKO
npuget Bpems, Tum ouHercs. Ero myma BockpecHeT. BepHee, ee pa3Oynut marmdeckas cuia. Tak
¥ nosyyniocb. Marust pa3Oynuia ero ot BeKoBoro cHa. CamMo npoBHIeHHE BIOKWIO KHUTY B TBOH
PYKU. A Terepb Mbl BMECTE JJOJIKHBI OTBICKATh €0 TEJIO U COEAUHUTD ero ¢ ayioi. Torna Mmneparop
BO3BpaTuTCA U Bo3poaut MmMnepuio IpakoHOB.

Muk yMoOJIK Ha MUHYTY, 33/lyMUMBO IOCMOTpeJl Ha MeHs. [logo3peBaro, 4To cuiena ¢ OTKpbl-
TBIM PTOM, IIOTOMY KaK MOJI4asIa.

— MHoro BeKOB Ha3a/] 51 HAITKUCAJ HECKOJIBKO MOJOOHBIX (DOTMAHTOB, — MPOAOIKIIT MUK, — Kax-
IbIA SK3EMIUTSAP 51 pa3Be3 MO U3BECTHBIM B TO BpeMst oubnmmortekam. U crai sxaate. [lepronuuecku s
OTBICKMBAJI TOT WJIA MHOM 3K3EMIUISIP M IpocMaTpuBal ero. 1 Bcerna 3Haul, rie UMEHHO HaXoIsATCs
MOM KHHT'H, Belb s X aBTOp. M OTOM, 51 MCIIOJIb30BaJT 0COOYI0 YEPHYIO KPACKy, KOTOpasi OCTaBJIsIET
BUAMMBIN ciiel. MHe POCTO HY’)KHO HACTPOUTHCS, U S YBUKY MECTO, /i€ B JAHHBIII MOMEHT Haxo-
auTcst Most KHura. Tak s Harren 1edst. A yBuIeB KHHTY, Oe3yMHO oOpanoBaics. [IpakoH ObUT 3010-
TUCTO-OTHEHHBI.

— Jla? A dto cTpaHHOrO? — BBIIOXHYJIA, IVISI/1S1 HA NIEPEIMBAIOLIMECS] B CBETE JIAMITbl YELITY KU
Ha Koxe Tumku.

— Bce ommuHO, — otBeTHI1 MUK, OTNIMBAas BOAY U3 CTaKaHa, — €CJIM YYECTb, YTO JIPaKOH U BCe
KApPTUHKM $I pUCOBAJI B YEPHOM LIBETE.

— Ho Bce kapTUHKM LIBETHbIE! — BO3pa3uia .

— ¥Yrym, mMarusi, BOmeOCcTBO, 4ya0, — MPOTAHY MUK, ITIs/151 HA MEHSs1, — Ha3bIBaii, KaK XO4elllb.
Ho kak ToibKO ThI B3s171a KHATY B pyKH, TuM Havyas mpockinarkes. S oTaan Tede KOJbIo U CTall KJaTh.
A nanblnie Thl ¥ caMa Bee 3Haellb. Terepp aesio 3a Toooi, IMManuH Amuta TuMapuaHa, — TOIMUTHYIT
MuK, cusisi 33I0pHOU YJIBIOKOM.

— W ut0 310 3HaUUT? — 03a4a4mIIach 51, — [louemy Bbl ¢ TUMOM MOCTOSTHHO 30BETE MEHSI DMMa-
muH? Eme u 310 «Amuta»?

— DMMaIMH — 03HavaeT «HenokopeHHasi», — mosicHWI MUK, — B NepeBojie C IPEBHETO SI3bIKa
APaKoOHOB. A 4YTO O3HauaeT «Amura» — Tede Tumapuan pacckaxer, H0o s 1 6e3 TOro OONTHYJI JIII-
HETo.

— JTa? A 1o MHe Tak Tbl [IOYTU HUYETO U HE CKa3aJl, — HEAOBOJIBHO ITPOrOBOPHUIIA 1.

To ecTb 3TH JBa CTPaHHBIX JPAKOHA BCE BPeMsl CBOEro MpeObIBaHMsI HA MOEH KUJITLIONIA M
Kin4ayT MeHs1 HernokopeHHo#? B BbICIIEl cTeneH CTpaHHbIE JIIOJM. .. JPAKOHBI, TO €CTb.

— A TumapuaHn, 3HauuT, beccrpaninpiii? — npunoMHuia s nomsHytoe B Jlerenae umsa Tumku.
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— Vry, — npombryai Muk, nepexeBbiBasi yKUH, — IIPaBia, HEKOTOPBIE MTPUBJIEKATEIbHbIE, IOHBIE
KpacaBullpl Ha3bBAIOT ero Tumkoin [IpekpacHbim.

— I'ag mon3yuwmii! — mpocToHana si, CkocuB B3I Ha Tuma. Pazbontan, Bexoqur!

IToka npocunThIBaIa IAHCHI HA MOSIBJIEHUE BHE3AITHBIX [TPOBAJIOB B [IAMSATH IPEBHETO JPAKOHA,
MUK f0ei ¥ mocTaBuI CBOIO TAPEJIKY Ha CTOMK. [IOKOBBIPABIIKCH B CBOEM YKHMHE, TAKKE OTOABUHYJIA
nocyay. MUK HaKkJIOHWIICS BIiepe, MOAyMaJa, 4To MapeHb COOMPAETCsl BHIUTH U3 CHIAJIBHU M OCTABUTh
MeHsI OIHy. XOpoIo Obl, a TO crarh KyTKo xouercsi. Ho ommonacs. Muxann npuiBuHyscs Onuxke
KO MHe. U Ha nuie Kakue-To CTpaHHbIE SMOLIUU.

— 3Haelb, DMMaJIMH, — TUXO C IIPUJIBIXaHUEM BblJaJl JpakoHuil KazaHoBa, — Thl Be/Ib U BIIPaBAY
OYEeHb KpacuBasl.

— A7 Jla 6pock, — XMBIKHYJA 51, — BOJIOCHI CJIMIIKOM PbIKHE, HOC KYPHOCHIH, I71a3a HEBbIPa3H-
TesbHbIe. 1 OosbIlie Ha MOJTb HEB3PAUHYIO TTOX0KA, YeM Ha CUMITATUYHYIO JIEBYIIKY.

— Hy, Bo-miepBbIX, BOJIOCH y TeOsl SIPKO-PbIKErO OTTEHKA, IIBETA TOPSILEro IjiaMeHu, — MUk
MIPUIBUHYJICS elne OMvKe, paccMaTpuBasi MeHsl TIIATENIbHEe, CIIOBHO TOJ MUKPOCKOIIOM, — HOCHK
OYeHb aKKypaTHBIH, a I71a3a — OUeHb IIYOOKHE U SIPKO 3eJIeHble, CJIOBHO TpaBa MOCJe BBHIMABIIETO
JOX[s1, YACTOrO M HACHILLIEHHOT'O 1IBETa.

— Tl naBHO y OKynucTa ObUT? — CIJIOTHYIA 51, TOAO3PEBast, YTO HECTIPOCTA MAPEHb MTPUABUTACTCS
K MOMM HOram, npofoyikasi cueTb Ha noiy. Croycrsi CeKyH/ly OH YK€ MPaKTHUeCKU MpUkKUMalcs K
MOeMYy KOJIeHy rpyablo. TOpormBo oTaepHyia HOry, puxkaia K Tpyau.

— Tel 370... TBHI Y€ro 3TO TBOPUILL? — BO3MYTHUJIACH fI.

— IIpocTo X04y MpOBEpUTH TBOM T'YOBI HA BKYC, — BbIJAJI MUK C HOTKaMU X PUTIOTHI.

— A-ny, otBanu! — psBkHyna . Ho Muk He nociymancs, Ipogoikasi HEMUHYEMO MTPUIBU-
ratbcs Ko MHe. OH yxe NpUITOAHSIICS, Olepcsl pyKaMu B KpoBath. boxke, uto ke nenarb-to? He xouy
s1 ¢ HuM 1enoBarbesi! Bot ¢ Tumkoit Tyt apyroe. C HuM s Obl 3aripocto. Hy, norenoBanack, KOHEYHO.
A cstum He xouy! Het, Muk, KOHEUHO, KpacaBuMK, HO MHE OH U 3aJ1apoM He HyxkeH! Yero npucrai,
O6mH?!

— He nomatics, kpacaBuria! — mpopokoTtan 6e00psichiid, — OUH pa3oyexk.

— 4 TeGe celiuac Tako¥ pa3ovek MOKaxy, APaKOH OeJIOOPBICHI! — B3BU3THYJIA S TAK, YTO CTEKJIa,
Ka3aJI0Ch, 3a3BEHEIH.

[NonnpeIrHyB Ha KpOBAaTH, CXBaTWiIa OJHOW pykoil TUMKy, mpukana K cebe U CIphIrHy/Ia Ha
nos1. CXBaTUB € TIOJIKK HEOOJBIITYI0 KEPAMUYECKYIO CTaTyITKY, pa3MaxHyJIach U IIBHIPHYJIA B TIAPHSL.
Emy He moBesnio, nmomnasia s mpssMo B j100. TOT B3BbUI, OMATepHJICS HEMHOTO, MUHYTHI IBE-TPU U
pUHYJICS B MOIO CTOPOHY. fl Hayasia XBararh C MOJIKUA BCE, YTO MOMAJAJIOCh MOJ PyKY, oka Muk He
B3BbLIL.

— Bee, Bce, Th mobGenmia, SMMaIUH! — IPOCTOHAI MAPeHb, KOPYAch Ha MOy, U IIpsi9a pyKaMu
TOJIOBY OT JIETSIIIMX B HEro npeameToB. [100eqOHOCHO XMBIKHYIIA.

— Emie pa3 TonbKo nmo3Bosib cee MOMOA3HOBEHUSI B MOIO CTOPOHY, PENTHIINS HeloAeaHHast | —
Mpopblyasia s U, OKA3aBLIUCh OKOJIO MapHs, JBUHYJIA eMy Horou nop asix. Hy, s He npadyHbs, HO
JIe3Th KO MHE HE HYXHO.

Muxani 3aCKyJIUJI COBCEM HE MO-/IPaKOHbHU, a IOTOM PACCMESIICS.

— Tel Mmononen, dmmu, — BoIaT MUK, NOIHUMAACh HA HOTH, — IPOBEPKY MPOLLIA.

— IIpoBepky? — omapaiieHo cripocuia .

— Ara, — KuBHYJ MUK, y/ibI0asich, Kak COTHSI JOBOJBHBIX YIAaBOB, — MPOCTO JEBYIIKH YacTO
TMOKYTIAIOTCS] Ha MOIO (PU3MOHOMUIO. BOT s M1 permi Ha Tebe UCTIBITaTh CBOM MPUPOAHBINA MAarHETH3M.
JlJ1s1 yCIOKOEHU S, TaK CKa3aTh.

— Ycnokowics? — OypkHyJIa s, eqBa CAepP/KUBAsICh, YTOObI HE 3a3BE3IUTh JPEBHEMY JPAKOHY
IO yXY.

— Ara, abCOJTIOTHO, — PACIUTBUICA B yJIbIOKe MUK.
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— Wawor, — BeIaBuAA 51, BEIXOAS U3 criautbHU. CoOrpasiach yMBITCS TIEpesi CHOM, a MUK IyCTh
youpaert nocyny. la v pa3rpom Becb, BAHOBHUKOM KOTOPOTO OH CaM M CTaJ.

— Jla, uanort, — B310XHYJ1 MUK, — Teneps eiie or Tuma nosyuy Haronsii. Y Bce, cTaHy KpyIJibIM
uanotom. BepHee, 6e33yObiM. M 310, MEXKly IPOUYKM, B JIyUIlIeM CITy4Yae.

— C vero pemmi? — mpoBopyania s, misiag Ha TuMKy. $1 3auem-To mpuTanmia ero ¢ coooit B
BaHHyI0. [IpaBna, BCOMHMIIA, YTO OH BCE BUJMT U CIBIIINT. Tak 4TO, Mpesk/ie YeM BKJII0YATh BOLY U
pasneBaTbcsl, HAKpbUIa APaKOHA MOJIOTEHIIEM, YTOOBI He TOATISAbIBAL.

— Hy, oI Begp ero amura, — JOHECJIOCh 0 MeHs nbixteHne Muka. [lapens, cyas no mymy u
IypIIAHUIO, YOUPAJ CIATBHIO OT TIOrPOMa.

— Tak 4TO 3TO CJI0BO O3HAYAET? — MPUKUHYJIACDH 51 BAJIEHKOM.

— Tum cam ckaxer, — yciibllana KOPOTKUIA OTBET.

U Bce, Hukakux nosicienuii. Hy, uto x, nagHo. Tem Oonee, TuMka MHe cam oOemasl Ha Bce
BOIPOCHI OTBETUTD U O IPAKOHAX PacCKa3aTh.

3akpblia ABEph B BAHHYIO Ha IIEKOJILY, pa3zienach U ObICTpEeHbKO 3a0pasiach B KaOMHKY. Boma
ObL1a IpoxJiagHoi. Ho moyeMy-To Bce Teso CIOBHO ONAJIMIIO OTHEM, IPUSATHBIM, He OOKUTAIOIIIM.
4l crosima mon cTpysIMH BOMbI, 3aKphIB I71a3a. M 4yyBCTBOBaja ceOsl B TEIJIOM BO3IYIIHOM KOKOHE,
CJIOBHO KTO-TO HaXOIWJICS PSIOM, corpeBatl, ooeperai. [Touemy «KTo-To»? — MBICIEHHO BO3pa3uja
s cebe, OpOCUB KOPOTKMI B3IJISA HA TYMOOUKY, TJie IO MOJIOTEHIIeM Jiexkalla CTaTyITKa JpakoHa
Tumku. I1o Benp Tumka. OH psaoM.

[Nonsina, yto ymeidatock. JpakoHsl, 6eccropHo, cTpaHHble. Ho ¢ HUMU MHTEpeCHO M BecerIo.
S 9yBCTBYI0, UTO OE3BO3BPATHO M3MEHMJIACh, BECh MOW MPUBBIUHBIA MHUP MEPEBEPHYJICS C HOT Ha
rosioBy. U 51 moka He MOHsi/Ia, HPABUTCSI MHE 9TO WJIA HET.
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I'maBa 6

Tumapuan

Paccet. Hakonen-to! OcnenuTenbHbli CBET, U B KakK/I0M KJIETKE Teja MOCeInIach CBOOOA.

He cmor ynepxarh paBHOBECHS M COBCEM HeE MO-UMIIEPATOPCKU yMaj ¢ Kpass KpoBaTH Ha MOJL.
IonHscs, ToporuMBO NocMoTpen Ha rnoctens. He npochHynacek geBouka? Her. Criut, Bpoae Obl.

OCTOpPOXKHO MPOKPAJICSA K IBEpH. BhIes U3 cniaibHU U IPUKPBLT JBEPD 32 COOO.

Kak u nmpenamnonaran, 6pat crnasi Ha JUBaHe, BOAPY3MB HOTH Ha CTOJUK.

Hy, uto k. buth cnsiuero — He B MOMX IpaBuiax.

INonomten, norpsic Muka 3a mievo. [apimser COHHO NOTep 171432, ISIHY/ Ha MEH$, PacIlIbLIC
B yJIbIOKE.

— IoGpoe. .. — HauaJl TOBOPUTH MUK.

Pa3maxHysicst u JBUHYJ Opary B YeJOCTb.

— CornaceH, 3acityXuJl, — IPOoCTOHAJI MUK, iepXkach pyKamy 3a pa3OuThie ryObl, — HO 51 Be/lb
151 Teds1 crapancs. [lomuums, Ty, Mapu? Kotopas ¢ To60ii criepBa cniajia, a oToM, YBHIEB MEHs,
CMEeHMJIa IoKpoBuTesia? BoT 1 1 nogymai, uro. ..

— He poBHs1ii MO0 AMUTY ¢ OOBIYHO# IIUTIOXOH, Opar! — mpormmen .

— Bce-Bce, npusHaio, ObUT He TIpaB, — MIPUMUPUTENIBHO NOAHST MUK PYKH BBEpX, — U, KCTaTH,
ThI Belb U 0€3 MEHsI 3Haelllb, YTO OHa TsAHeTCs K TeOe. U Teneph HyKHO, YTOOBI OHa cama 3TO MOHsLIA.
S mpocTo eil MoAKMHY MBICTH K pa3MblluieHuio. [loaTonkHy: ee 1 Bee.

— [IpuBe3, MaHUITYIATOP XPEHOB? — XMYPO CIPOCKI 51 OpaTa, CBepIs MapIIUBLA B3IJISI0M.

Muik 3ayJbioacs.

— A 10! — orBeTHN OH, — BoT, Kak u npocui. TBoss Amuta Oyaer aoBonbHA. MoW JTydrmi
I1Ie/IEBP, TaK CKa3aTh.

— Brmopio! — yxe 6e33100H0 poBopUalt 51, 6epsi B pyKH IMakKeT, COIepKUMoe KOToporo Muk
IIPUBE3 HOYBIO, ITIOKA MBI C IMMOU CHAJIH.

BpocuB Ha Oparta JONrHii B3MJIsAA, COOPAJICS CKPBITHCS B CIAJIBHE.

— Cnacu60, MUK, — yke MsArde, HACKOJIbKO MHE TTO3BOJISLIA APAKOHBSI CYIITHOCTh, KOPOTKO CKa-
3aJ1 1. MMK KUBHYJI B OTBET. Mbl IOHUMAaJIK Jpyr Apyra Oe3 CJIoB.

k %k %k

DMMaJINH

[Mpoceinarbest He XOTeNOCh. BOT TOMBKO YTO-TO HACTOWYMBO MEHSI OyIUIIO. DTO «UTO-TO» IEKO-
TaJIO JIOABIKKY, OMHUMAJIOCh K KOJIEHY M BHOBb BO3BPAILIAJIOCH K JIOABDKKE. OX YK 3TO «UTO-TO» !

ITpuoTkpbliaa npasblii 1a3. B3noxHyna. 3akpbuia ero.

— 51 Buzen, Tel MPOCHYJIACh, — JAOHECCA 10 MEHs CIIOKOMHBIN rojoc Tuma.

— Thl oneT? — BMecTo pUBETCTBUS NOTpeOOBaa 5. YCbIlaa HIypllaHue ofesia, B3JOX.

— Vry, — ycapimana s. TonbKo Teneps perimia OTKpHITh cpa3y 00a Iiasa.

TuMka cugen Ha KpoBaTH B MOMX HOTrax, OJETHI B JAKHMHCHI U C TojbiM TopcoM. M yero 3a
Ona)xb Takass MyCKyJIaTypoil niepeio MHOW cBepkaTh? Y CIIOKOMHEHbKO TaK YCTPOMJI MOIO JIOIBLKKY
Ha cBoeM Oefpe. Kak Oyaro tam eii camoe MecTo. A 1, IOYeMy-To, Jake U He PEAINPUHSIA MOIBITKH
OTBOEBaTh HOT'Y OOpATHO.
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— Kak cnanock? — 4ynuThbesi, UM APaKOH U BrIpaBay yiabiOaercs? Het, He ITTOK, KaKeTcs.

— Aaa? HopmasbHo, — OypKHYJa $, cajisich B KpoBatH, — a Tede? Bricnancsa? W onsath nop-
CJIyILIMBAJT Pa3roBOPHI?

Tum HaxMypHIICA, HO TPOMOJTYAIL.

— Hepxu, 310 Tebe, — epe; MOMM HOCOM TOSIBUJICS HEOOIBIION OyMakHbIi naket. [Togo3pu-
TEJILHO [TOCMOTPEJIa Ha HENPO3payHbIil CBEPTOK.

— A urto Tam? — cripocuina s, — Hajeroch, He ofjHa U3 BalllMX JIPAKOHBUX IITy4YeK ?

— Her, — tuxo paccmesiics Tuma, — BrioJiHe YeslOBEYECKUH peaMeT. DTO MOJAPOK.

— Ja? 1 no kakomy ciyyaio? — npoBopyaia 51, — He mepexusaii, ecu s mooderana tede
MOMOYb, TO TIoMOrYy. 1 He HyXKHO MeHs MOIKYTIaTh.

Tumka B3IOXHYJ. YBUAENA, KaK ero mpam crai 6osee yeTkuM. Harpsircst mapens, naxe xen-
BaKM 3aXOIUJIH.

—V 1ebs neHb pokieHus OblT, DMMAJIHMH, — CIIOKOWHO TTpon3Hec TuM, — 3T0 mogapok.

[Mpukycuna s3bik. BOoT UTO 3HAUMT, KOrJa HEe MPUBBIK IPA3AHOBATH JHU POXICHUS.

OcropoxHO pa3BepHyaa Oymary. Kuura! 3arauB npixaHue, mpoBesia MajblieM M0 KOKaHOMY
nepervieTy.

— Kak 1b1 y3Han? — ¢ 61aroroBeHMeM MpolienTana s, MoToM ¢ yIpeKoM IisHyna Ha Tuma, —
AX, 14, KTO-TO yMEET MOACTYIINBATb.

— DMMH, — B3J0XHYJ TvM, — Tl He MOTJ1a Obl TOBOPUTH MEHBIIIE?

— Her, He mMoria Obl, — rofikaa ryosl 51, — a 3a KHATY cracu00. DT0 MO JIIOOMMBIN aBTOP.

— 41 3Ha10, — KoHUMKM Ty0 TuMa MOAHSUTUCH B Y/IBIOKE, OH MOAHSLI IJla3a K MOTONKY, CEKYHIY
MOMOJTYN U BbIIAJ, — « TUMKa, Thl HE TIOBEPHIIIb, KAKOW OH KJIACCHBIN 3TOT AJiekcuc PuKc, kab,
YTO HOBBI POMaH BBIIJIET TOJIBKO uepe3 JBa mMecsia. 1 Obl BCIO 3apIuiaTy OTAaja 3a BO3MOKHOCTb
TMOJTyYHTh €70 KHUTY C aBTOrpahom».

Bor xe, raa!

CxBaruiia Nogyniky M IBbIpHYa e B Tuma. ToT yBepHyscs.

— Cmeems Opocats moayiiku B Mimmeparopa? — rpomMoryiacHo nmpopbdan Tum. Ara, 6010Ch,
6010Ch !

[IBpIpHYIa B mapHs BTOPOU NonymKkord. BoT TombKo cHapsd onsTh nposerea MumMo. Bo Mue
KJIOKOTaJIa 00MJIa U 3710CTh, a ellle XOTeJIOCh CropeTh OT cThiga. OH Beab Tenepb MHOroe 000 MHe
3HaeT. A 51 0 HeM nout Hudero. OOUIHO.

Jlanbiie 0OMKaThCS KaK-TO PacxoTenoch. THM MOJHMEHOCHO OKazascs psiaoM. CXBaTUI MOM
3aIsICThs, JISTOHBKO MPHKAJ X K CTEHe 32 MOed CIMHOM, 00e31BKUB. Buaena ero cunue riasa, a
elle YyBCTBOBaJIa TEIUIO OT ero Tefa. [Ipsbkka pemMHs O0IbHO BITUJIACh B OepO, U s1 THXOHBKO MHUCK-
Hyna. A Tum, nepexBaTuB MeHs, MPUXKaJ K cede, ycaxnBasi Ha CBOU KoJieHH. MecTa /1 MaHeBpOB
ObLIIO MaJIO, METaTeJIbHBIX MPEIMETOB MO OJM30CTU HE OKa3anock. Ml MHe MpHUIUIOCh TOJYMHHUTHCS.
Tum nprkasncst CBOUM proM K MouM rydam. Tlomenyii BCKOMBIXHYIT kap B MoeM Tesie. UyBcTBOBasIa,
KaK BOJIHA TeTlIa MOAHMMAETCS U3 caMbIX ITyOuH. M cama He MoHsiIa, Kak yke 0OHMMasIa ero 3a I1elo,
PYKU caMu cOOO¥ CKOJIB3HYJIH MO TJIe4aM. A HOTH K €r0 Ty, 00XBaThiBasl. MBIl HATPATIUCH 1
NiepeKaThIBAIUCH TIOJl MOMMH JIAJOHSIMU, IJIaJKasi Koka corpeBayia. A ryosl Tuma cTaHOBIIIUCH BCe
HacTolYMBee U TpeOoBaTeIbHee.

OH oTOpBaJICS OT MOErO pTa U MpUKaicsA rydamu K miee. Jlerkas meTuHa mapamnaia KOoxy,
IIeKoYa M OTHpaBJisis TaOyH MypalleK Ty/IsaTh 1Mo Bcemy Teny. Pykamu 3apbuiach B €ro BOJIOCHL.
[TouyBcTBOBaNA, KaK PyKHM ApPaKoOHa ITIaAsT MOIO CIIMHY, CITyCKasich K Oepam, CKUMasi KoKy depes
TKaHb TTHKaMBbI.

— Thl... T 4TO fAenmaenib? — MpoIIeNTa A s, 3AKMYpHB I71a3a. bosiiach MoBEpUTH, YTO ITOT
HECHOCHBIN THPaH — JIPaKOH, OH ke O€3yMHO KPacHBBI MYKYMHA, 3araJOYHBIN U HETIOBTOPUMBIH,
ceiyac, B 3Ty caMylo MUHYTY Lie1yeT MeHsl. MeHsI — cepylo 1 HEB3pauHyIo.
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— 31opoBaiock, — JOHeCCsI MPUTyIIeHHbIN royioc. Pot TrMa ObLT Bee elnle mprskar K MoeH 1iiee
U, CyJisl TIO BCEMY, OTCTPAHSIThCSI HE COOMpAICS].

— Co BceMHu Tak 3/10poBaelibesi? — BbIIOXHYIA 51, YyBCTBYs, Kak THUM JIETOHBKO MPUKYCHUIT KOXKY
Ha MOEM ILIeue, OTUEro BCe TeJIo CKaJIoCh B TYTYIO PYXKUHY. [ ocroau, ja 9To cO MHOM MPOUCXOTUT?!

— Tonbko ¢ TOOOM, — pa3gaiCsi XPUTLTBIA OTBET.

— Tak! — B3MOXHy1a 51, OTKPHIB TJ1a3a, — J[laBail pervm Bce, TIoKa He Mo3aHo. S He Oyay ¢ ToOoi
crnarh. Sl MOHMMAIO, YTO Thl IPOCKAET B KHUTE YEPT 3HAET CKOJILKO BPEMEHH, HO CO MHOI Takoe He
npokatut. Yscuui? §1 He HamepeHa y/lI0BJIeTBOPSITh TBOU HU3MEHHBIE OTPEOHOCTH, TaK UTO, JIyIle
yoepu pyKu OT MeHs!

Tum 3acteul. Ho pyk He yopain. U uto ynuBuTebHEe, CBOU PYKH s IOYEMY-TO HE TOPOIMJIIACH
youparts ¢ ero mied. Hy, mpocto mpusTHO ObLJIO OUEHb.

— SIcHO? — TpeGoBaTENBLHO MPOrOBOPHIIA 1.

— 4l monsn, AMuTa, — BBIIAN IPAKOH, B3JOXHYJI, KOPOTKO IMPUKOCHYJICSI K MOMM I'y0am U BCTaJl.
51 okazanace npwxkaroi kK Tumy, eie ¥ HOru ObLTM JaJIeKOBaTO Ha MosioM. U 1o KpoBatu He NOTs-
HyTbCs. A cam Tum, KaxkeTcs, He COOMpAJICs BBITYCKaTh MEHS U3 PYK.

Criac MeHs$1 CTyK B JIBEpb.

— Pebsr, 3aBTpak roToB! — KpUKHYJ MUK Yepe3 IBepb.

— Muk! — pagocTHO npokpHryaia s, oTyero Truma HaxMypuics, pa3xkal pyKH, U s IUTIOXHYJIACh
TIOTOM Ha KPOBATh.

— UpesmepHasi palocTh M3JUIIHE, — TpoOopMoTan TUM U BbIIIIEN U3 CHATBHHU.

Cockounia ¢ KpoBaTy Ha TOJ, COBEPLIEHHO HE NMOHMMaJla BHE3AaITHOM CMEHbl HACTPOEHMS
napHs1. HakuHyma xanar v rnouuia Ha KyxHIO.

— Jlo6poe yTpo! — nonpuBeTcTBOBaNa 1 Muka. [nsaHyna B cropony Tuma. [TapeHs ¢ HeBO3MYy-
THUMBIM BBIPQ)KEHUEM JIMI[a HAMAa3bIBAJT XJI€0 MaCIIOM.

[Tpucena Ha cBOOOTHOE MeCTO IO TpaByl pyKy or Tuma. Ha crone yxe ObUTH paccTaBJIeHBI
TapeJIKM C alleTUTHBIM 3aBTPAKOM M yallka Jsivserocst Kogpe. C yTpa npeanounTaia OUTh Yail.
[Toatomy, B34IB MyCTYI0 KPYKKY, IUIECHYJIA B HEE€ KUIIATOK U MOJIOKWIIA TAKETUK Yas.

— Ho6poe, — yabiOHysCca MUXan 1 ITIOXHYJICS Ha AMBaH, MPOTSKHO CKPUITHYBIIUI MOl BECOM
ero Tena. O6epHyaack Ha 3ByK. OXHyJa, yBUIEB pa3OUTYIO ryoy.

— C nuiiom yero? — cripocuiia s, IpUKUAbIBas, HyKHA JIM IAPHIO NEepBasi MEAULIMHCKA s TOMOUb.
Hy, g Bpone kak He MezicecTpa, HO JKI'yT Ha IIIel0 JPAaKOHY HAJIOKUTh BIIOJIHE CMOTY, YYUTBIBAs €T0
BYEpalllHee [TOBEECHUE.

— 3abbuna? — XMBIKHY)T MUK, — DTO MOI BKJIaJl B BOCCTaHOBJIeHHe VMriepuu.

[Mpumtypunace, nepesena B3rsa Ha Tuma. ToT XMypo cMOTpes Ha MeHsI UCTIOATIOObSI.

— Tw1 ero Tak? — cnpocuia 5. TUM BOITPOCUTENBHO MOAHSIT OPOBH BBEPX.

— $1. 1 4yT0? — cOBCeM He MMIIEpaTOPCKOe MOBe/IeHNe, OOIbIIIe TIOX0Kee Ha MOCTYIKH CTapiiie-
KJIACCHUKOB U3 CPEHEN IIKOJIBI.

— Jla kak MOXHO? — BO3MyTHJIach 51, — OH Beab TBOU Opart!

— DMmMH, 6pock, — BMEIIAJICS B pa3roBop MUK, — s 3HaJI, HA YTO IIeJ, TaK YTO, CaM HapBaJICs.

41 TonbKo OoJbINe HAXMYypHIIach. Bo MHe BCKOJIBIXHYJIACh COBEPIIIEHHO HEMOHATHOE pa3jipake-
HUE U 3JI0CTh. YTIiepeB pykH B O0Ka, THeBHO cMoTpesia Ha Tuma. TOT MeJIeHHO OTJIOKHUIT CTOJIOBBIN
HOX, TIPOKEBAJI, 32T OOJBIIUM ITI0TKOM. [TomMopimsics, ckopee Bcero, Koe ObLT CITUIITKOM Topsi-
ynM. Wl onHsICcs co CBOEro MecTa, BMUT 3all0JIHUB BCIO YaCTh KOMHATBI, OTBEJEHHYIO 110]] KYXHIO.

— Bce HopmanbHO, MUK, — pa3fgaiicsi CIOKOWHBINA Tojoc Tuma, — mycTh peOeHOK MOKPHYMT.
[onnmaerb, y I€BOYKH €llle MyKUYHHBI He ObLJI0, BOT M Oecutcsi. [OpMOHBI.

3axsebHynach ot HeropoBaHusi. Het, BOT eif bory xoTenock Ha KJIOUKM MOpBaTh Xama.

— Ha s... Ja tel... [la s HUKOrga! — He Morya cBsI3aTh U ABYX CJIOB, @ TUM TOJBKO yXMbLIb-
HyJicsi, — 51 He peGeHok! — 3aopana s ere rpomye.
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— Yry, TO ecTh BTOpPYIO YacTh MOETO 3asIBJIEHHS Thl HE OTPHUIIAeIIh? — HaXaJIbHO YCMEXHYJICS
Tum, a MUK XpIOKHYII, 3aMacKMpOBaB CMeIIOK, — [Ipu3Haiics, Thl BeJb ellle JeBOUKa COBCEM.

— He tBOCTO yM™Ma s1es0! — mpopbluasia s1, MOHMUMasi, 9TO He y3Hal0 COOCTBEHHOTO roJioca.

— Hla? — ¢ comHenuem cripocui Tum.

— la! — psiBkHYy7a 51, — 1 4TOO THI 3HAJ, B MOEH KM3HU ObUIM MYKUUHBI, U 5l HE peOCHOK !

— Oi1, mu? — xoxoTHYa Tum.

Y MeHsI pyKH CKaJCh B KYJIaKH, TaK XOTEJI0Ch ABUHYTh eMy 1o (pusroHomun. C TpyIom crep-
’Kanach.

— Pebsta, — cKBO3b IeJieHy THeBa JIoHeccst roioc Muka, — s Bac B OubmoTeke nopoxny. Kimoun
OT 3aJ1a sI Ha TOJIKE B3sLI.

[NapeHs ¢ Takoil CKOPOCTBIO BBIJIETEN U3 KBAPTUPHI, Jaxke 3aBTpak He noei. Ho s meHblie Bcero
ceifyac BOJTHOBaJIach 3a MuKa.

— DTa CTOpoHa MOEe KU3HH TeOsl He KacaeTcsi! — psBKHYJa . A TuM Havyan npuOnmKaTbCs
KO MHE.

— IIpennaraio nokaszarh CI0Ba AEHCTBHEM, — BKPAAUMBO MOTOBOPHI THM, — €CJIM ThI OIBITHAS,
KaK cama ke M yTBepKaelllb, )KEeHIIFHA, TO Tebe He O YeM BoHOoBaThcsl. Tak Benb? Jlokaxkelb, 4yTo
HE JIeBCTBEHHMIIA, U 51 OT TeOsI OTCTaHy.

— C yma comren?! — yke He Tak BOMHCTBEHHO cripocria s, — He Oyay s Huuero qoka3biBaTh!

— Tpycuib? — monumana, yro TuM crienanbHO MeHs MTPOBOIMPYET, HO MOYEMY-TO HE MOIJIA
CHOEPKATHCS.

INoka s1, cIOBHO pIOa Ha MEJTKOBO/IbE, XBaTasla PTOM BO3/YX, B OTYasTHHOM MOTMBITKE IPUIYMAaTh
JOCTOMHBIN OTBET, TTAPEHB TIOJIOIIEST COBCEM OJTM3KO.

— Tol feBOUKaA ellle, — CMIIKOM YK MSTKO AJ1s1 OeCCTPaIHOrO UMIiepaTopa nmporopopui Tum, —
HEOMbITHASI U I0HAs1, — TPOJOJIKMJI POKOTATh JIPAKOIIA, a 51 3aXJIOMHY/Ia POT, — OOJIbIlle He BPU MHE.
Huxkorna.

Kakum-1o 06pa3om 3ToMy Xamy yZIanoch IpukaTh MeHsI K CTONY, He O3BOJISISI BHIPBATHCS WIIH
yoexatb. OH HAKJIOHWICS K MOeMY yXy OJTM3K0-0JIM3K0, UyBCTBOBAJIA €TI0 ropsiuee IbIXaHue Ha CBOEH
KOXe.

— U 1 OueHb KpacuBa, — noOaBu TuM, a OT TemOpa ero rojoca Mo CIHUHE MPoOeKaIu
Mypaiiky. MTHCTUHKTHBHO TOJaJIach HABCTPEYy MapHIO, TIOTOM, CITYCTsI MTHOBEHHE, MO3I Ha MUJLTH-
METp BEPHYJICS HA MECTO, U 1 IepHYJIach B OOPaTHYIO CTOPOHY.

— A Tbl IPOTUBHBIN, BPEIHBII, HaXabHbIN, 3aHOCUMBBIN THUIN! — TOPOIUIMBO BbIAABWJIA S U
MONBITANIACH TIOAHBIPHYTH MOA PyKY TrMa, codupasich yoexars OT apHsi, Kak MOXHO JaJiblIle.

— MoxeT ObITh, — XMBIKHYJT THM, — HO s BeJib TeO€ IMEHHO TAKUM HPABITIOCh.

dpaza Obl1a cKa3aHa ¢ TAKUM YTBEPXKIICHUEM, UTO 51 BHOBb MOTEpsiIa Jap peuH.

— U He meuraii! — B3aepHya MogOOPOAOK U, IOIHBIPHYB MOJ MpaBylo pyKy Thma, moTonana
B criauibHIO. [lepeoseBinuck, Bhiuia B KomHaty. [TpuxBatuia OyTepOpobl M, OpOCHB YOUNCTBEHHBIH
B3IJISI/I HA TIAPHS, ME[UIEHHO 3aCTETMBABIIETO IMyTOBHILIBI PYOAIIKH, BBIIIUIA U3 KBAPTUPHL.

— He crout Tebe oka3bIBaTh 3HaKM BHUMaHKs1 MUKy, — ToHeccst 10 MeHs rojioc Tuma, — AmuTa!

INoka muta B 3a1 OMOMMOTEKH, MBICIIEHHO M THXHMM IIETOTOM BBICKA3bIBAJIa CBOE MHEHHE O
3aHOCUMBOM THIIE, BOJICIO CTydasl OKa3aBIIerocsi B Moer kBaprupe. Jlaneko yitu He ycnena. Tum
HarHaJl MEHsl, TIOUTH He 3aIlbIXaBIIHCh.

— 51 Bentes1 He OTXOAUTD OT MEHS JIAJIEKO, — PSBKHYJT OH.

— IIneBana s1 Ha TBOM MpUKa3bl! — PEIKHYJNA 51 B OTBET U BOIILIA B 3[]aHUE OUOIMOTEKH.

Cropoxa He ObUTO, JOIKHO OBITh, Asas Cara yiren JoMOU Ha rapy 4acoB WU CITUT Y ceOsl B
komopke. [Iporonana B unTanbHbii 3a1. MUK yke ObLT B JaJIbHUX KOMHATAX, T71€ XPAHWIUCh KHUTH
OoJiee paHHETo U3JaTeNILCTBA.

— W 9ro mbI uiiem? — crapasich MTHOPUPOBaTh NMpUcyTcTBUE TuMa, cripocuia s y Muxaua.
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— Wcropuio ropona, — IoHeCCs1 OTBET M3-3a BBICOKOI'O CTeJlIaka, — MH(OPMAIUIO O CTPOUTETb-
ctBe Mapun. KakuM-To 06pa3oM OHa OKa3aiach MOCTPOSHHOM HA MECTE YACOBHH, B KOTOPOU I 3aX0-
ponun teno TumapuaHa.

KuBHyB, npuHsIach OTBICKUBATh BCE MUCbMEHHbIE UCTOUHUKH, B KOTOPBIX YIIOMHHAJIOCH O
crpouTtesibeTBe Mapuu. [lorom Bcnomawia o nogapke Tuma. [logymas, moHsIa, YTO caM OH JIOCTaTh
KHHUTY HUKaK He MOT, TIOTOMY, KaK HOYbIO ObLT cTaTyel. 3HauuT, MUK. A, cliefoBaTeIbHO, HYKHO U
ero noOarofapyTh 32 BHUIMaHUE K MOel CKPOMHOU MepCoHe.

— Muk? — okJIMKHYa 51 napHs. Muxau CTOsIT Ha JIECTHULIE U U3y4Yall CaMyl0 BEPXHIOIO TIOJIKY.
I'ne 6pu1 Tum — He 3HaJA, CJUIIKOM YK THXO OBLIO.

— Yero? — paccesiHO OTO3BaJICS MAPEHb.

— Cnacu60 Tebe 3a Mogapok, — TUXO ModIarogapuia s, — Hy, 3a KHATY. DTO Belb ThI €€ J10CTa?
N aBrorpa¢ Tor. MHE oYeHb NMpUSATHO, MTpaB/a.

[Mozamu MeHs pa3majcs IIyXOl phIK, yap U 3anajaiv KHUry Ha noi. CTpeMuTebHO 00epHY-
nack. TuM CTOSIT B Mape METPOB OT MEHsI, CBEPJisi MEHSI TEMHO-CUHUM B3IJILI0M. JIMIIO ero BHITsIHY-
JIOCh, 3PAYKU CTAJIM BEPTUKAILHBIMU. A Ha KOXKE MPOCTYMUJIHN TUIACTUHKY YeITyeK.

— Yept, DMma, — TUXO TporoBopui MUk, — He 3714 ero.

— Jla a1 1 He cobupanack, — UCIyTaHHO MPOrOBOPUJIA I, — S POCTO ToOarogapmia Teods. Yto
TYT Takoro?

— I'mynas Tb1, — eme tuine ckazan Muk, — Tl ero Amura. A xBanuiib MeHs. He nopsiok.
Ternepb TeOe HYKHO €r0 YCIIOKOUTD, MIOKa He TIO3]THO.

— Yero? — yauBuinace s1, — He Oyny 51 ero ycnokamBarb.

VBunena, kak Tum caenan MeyIeHHBIN Iar KO MHe. Sl MHCTUHKTUBHO nonsituiiack. [lonyuu-
JIOCh, 4UTO IIArHyJia B CTOpoHy Muka. TrM BHOBb 3apblyall U IIArHYJI eie Ovike. B oqHO MrHOBeHMe
OH OKa3aJicsl psJIOM CO MHOM, HO He MPUKOCHYJICS KO MHe. TOJNbKO IIyMHO BTSIHYJI BO3AYX U Me/-
JIEHHO TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B CTOpOHY Muka. Ero B3ris rnokasascss MHe Oe3yMHBIM.

— Dvmanud Amurta TuMaprHa, — 4eTKO IPOroBoprii MUK, a IOTOM yKe THUIIe JOOaBUJI, — Tep-
Boro Mimniepatopa apakoHoB, XpaHutenbHulla Vimnepuu, — TUX0, HO YeTKO 3aientai Muk, — neu-
crtByii! Eciiu OH He ycrokouTcsi, OH Bce TyT pasHeceT. [yma Tuma 6e3 TeinecHoi 000I0uKy HecTa-
ounpHa. OH HE MOXET KOHTPOJMPOBATh CUITY TaK, KaKk HYXKHO.

— Ho kak MHe ero ycrnokouTh? — MOTEPSIHHO MpOIIenTaia s, BUJS IO IJla3aM U MOBEJCHUIO
Tuma, 9TO B TOT MOMEHT OH OOJIbIIIE TIOXOK Ha 3BEpsI, HeKeJIM Ha YeJIOBeKa.

— Tel ero AmuTa, neiictByii! — Tepss Tepnenue, nporoopui Muk. [locieanue cioBa oH npo-
XpUIies, MOTOMY, Kak TuM BIUIOTHYIO TIOAJIETEN K HEMY U, CXBAaTUB 3a KYPTKY, MOIHSUT HaJl OJIoM. S
UCIyraaach, YTo MOoToM, Koraa TuM ouHeTcs, OH OUeHb CUJIBHO TIOXKAJIEET O Bpejie, HAHECEHHOM UM
xe coocTBeHHOMY Opaty. [ToaToMy, OTOPOCUB CTpaxy U BOOOIIE BCe MBICIH, IIarHysa Brepen. Mou
pyKu camu coboii Jierni Ha criuHy Trma. OH nopasics Hazaa. Mou JIaIOH! PUSATHO 00aJI0 TETUIOM.

— CrnokoiiHo, TuMKa, — 3amenrana s, THX0 U BKPaAYUBO, MOYTUA MPUKABIIKCH JTUIIOM K €ro
pyOariike, — Bce xoporo. I TBost AMUTa, TIpaBa.

[Tapens mesko 3aapoxaln, paz:xain pykd. MUk cBamwics Ha noit. [ToqHsIcs Ha HOTY ¥ OTOILEN
Ha Mapy maroB. A 51 BCe TakKe MPOoJIKajia MOMIaKUBaTh CUJIbHYI0 MYCKYJIUCTYIO CIIUHY ApakoHa
U IIenTaja, He 3adyMbIBasCh O ciioBax. OHHU, Ka3aJ0Ch, TWIUCh U3 TIyOUHBI AyIId. S He MOHMMAaa
CMBbICJIa, POCTO TOBOPUJIA TO, YTO TO/ICKA3BIBAET CEPALIE.

Tum MeneHHO TOBEpHYJICS KO MHe. Mou pyKH CKOJIB3HYJIM TIO €ro Iuieyam M YJIErIUCh Ha
rpyas. B omHO MrHOBeHre Tuma nprkain MeHs K cede. $1 olyTMo Bpe3aiach HOCOM B €r0 Ipy/lb, HO
Mpeanoyia cMoadaTh. Majo jid, onsiTh €ro NepeKJIMHUT?

Terio pa3nmuBasock MO BCeMy Tety. BbUIo IPUATHO MPOCTO TaK CTOSATh B €r0 00bATUAX. UyB-
CTBOBaJIa, Kak THMKa IIEKOW MPUKUMAETCs] K MOMM BOJIOCaM. YCJIbIlana Hepa3OOpUMBbINA, XpHII-
JIbIA, OYeHb TUXUH rojoc TvuMa 1 HEMHOTO HEPOBHOE [IbIXaHUE.

— Yro? — nepecnipocuia s.
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—T'oBopio, He Oo¥icst MeHs1, AMUTa, — yXke TpoMue IPoroBopusi Tum, — s1 He cMory Te0s1 OOUIETb.
Huxorna. Kakoii Obl 3Bepb He KW BO MHE.

Ortcrpanunack. 3arisHysa B ero ra3a. OHu ObUTH 0OOBIYHOTO TOIyOOro 1BETa C HOPMaJTbHBIMU
YeJIOBEUECKUMU 3PauKaMHu.

— 41 u He Gotochk, — poOKO YIBIOHYJIACK 51, IOHUMAs, YTO rOBOpIo MpaBay. He Gotock s ero, 3to
Besib Mot Tumka. Yero ero 6ositbes?

VBuzena, kak TrMa MOAHSUT rOJIOBY, TOCMOTpEN Ha Opara MoBepX MOMX BOJIOC.

— Muk, 4... — HaYaJ1 ObLJIO TOBOPUTH THM.

— Bce B nopszike, — yciplia COKOWHBIN ronoc Muka, — 51 Bce IOHUMAIO.

Muk oToren K JaibHel CTeHe, OCTaBUB Hac HaequHe. A TuM BHOBB OIYCTHIT MOAOOPOIOK B
MOM BOJIOCH M PYK He pazkai. A s pemmia cede MO3BOJMUTh MOCTOSATh MUHYTKY Tak, B KayecTBe
MOPAJIbHON KOMITEHCAIIUU.

— Hamnen, kaxercsi! — pa3gancst rpoMkuil Kpuk Muka. §I B3aporHysa, TOpOIruiMBO OIyCTHIIA
PYKH U BBIITyTas1ach U3 00bATUHN TrMa.

[NoBepHyBIIMCH K HEMY CIIMHOM, MOILIa Ha MoucKu Muxawnna. [lapeHs cTosi1 OKoJI0 OJHOTO U3
CTeJUIaXed U Aepkas MOTPenaHHylo KHATY B pyKax.

— Kaxercs, 51 3Ha10, Kya NepeHecan YacoBHIO! — paIoCTHO BO3BECTHII OH.

— U kyna xe? — monHTepecoBasach s, OCTAHABIMBASICh HA MPHJIMYHOM PACCTOSTHUU OT MapHSI.
B mamsTH Bee errie ObIM CBEKH MOCIeTHUE COOBITHS, BCIUIECK HEMOHATHBIX aMoruii Tuma. [Touys-
CTBOBaJIa, Kak TUMKa BCTas Mo3aau MeHsl, OIM3K0-0IM3KO0, HO He Kacasics. TonbKo Beell KoXkeit OIry-
I11aJ1a ero TEervio, a BOJIOCHI Ha 3aThUJIKE IIEBEJTHIIO €r0 JIbIXaHue.
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I'nasa 7

DMMaJINH

[Mapuu THXO, B MONron0oca, 00CYKAalu TUIaH MPOHUKHOBEHHUSI B OUYEpeTHOe MeCTO «X». A o
pemmia yopartb Bech OeCIOpsIOK, KOTOpPbIi yunHWT TuM cBoell HermoHsATHOM Bembimkor. Korma ¢
T0J1a Ha MIOJIKY [IepeMeCcTUIIach NOCEeJHSA KHUTa, 00IerYeHHo B3A0XHYy1a. OTpsAXHY/Ia PyKH, OIJIs-
7ie1a CBOM TPY/bl M IOBEPHYJIACH K CTOJY, 32 KOTOPBIM pa3MeCTUINCh NapHU. MuKa He OblIo, Kak U
BCEX UepTexkeil U MJIaHOB 3/1aHKs, Ky/la HaM MIPEACTOsUIO NPOHUKHYTh. A TuM, onupasics 6epoM Ha
MO CTOJI, TOJYCH/IENl U CJIOBHO 3BEPbKa B 300MapKe paccMarpuBas MeHs. [IpucraiibHoO, U ¢ OUYeHb
CEepbE3HBIM BbIPAKEHHUEM B I1a3ax.

— Kak nHa cuer noobenars? — ycnpimana s rojoc Tuma.

— Hy, MoxHO, HaBepHOe, — NoxaJia s MJIe4aMu, OHUMas1, 4TO MPOroJogaach.

ITapeHs Bce Takske cuziesl U CMOTpel Ha MeHsl. A MHE COBCEM HEKCTAaTH BCIIOMHWJIMCh MOLETYH
n 00baTuA Tuma. Cama He 3Haja, KAK pearupoBaTh Ha 3TH COBEPILEHHO Hesernble M. A Tum,
Oy[ITO MPOYMTAB UX, IPOTSHYI PYKY JIAJOHBIO KO MHE.

— Wnu ciona, He 6oiics, — TUXO TPOroBOpUI THM.

BricTpo cripstana pyKy 3a CIIMHY, KauHyJla FOJIOBOM.

— He 6010ch, — yecTHO ckazana s, — ¥ He Toiy. MHe U TyT HeIuIoxo.

Tum yabIOHYJCS, OTTONKHYBIIUCH OT CTOJIA, ABUHYJICS B MOIO CTOPOHY. [ paliio3Ho, CIOBHO
XUIIHMK. A sl TO9yBCTBOBasA ceOsl 3arHAHHOM B JIOBYIIIKY.

— Ho co mHoii TeGe Oyner Jydiie, — yisiOHyJIcs Tum u 3amep, OA0M I COBCEM OIM3KO KO MHE.
[Touemy-To MOgYMaIOCh, YTO OH BOT-BOT INOBeAAET MHE 0 4eM-To. Ho Het, Tum cmoTpen Ha MeHs
CBOMMM 3araJJOuHbIMHU roayObiMu r1azamu. W s monsuta, uto ToHy. M Gostnack. Bostmack He Tuma,
Hemnpeckazyemoro u OyiiHoro. Her. § 6osinach ceds1. Bostiach, 4To pasmisiKy TO, 4Yero Ha CaMoM Jiesie
HeT. bosisiack MoBepuTh TOHKOMY TOJIOCKY B MOEH I0JIOBE, HA30MIMBO IIeNTaBLIeMy, 4Tto Tum — 310
TOT, KOTOPOI'O 51, MOHO CKa3aTh, BCIO )KU3Hb KAaja. bosnack, yTo MOBEpUB 3TOMY rosocy, Mouay
3a MapHeM. A OH He pa3fie/IMT MOMX YyBCTB U PaHO WJIM MO3JHO MCYE3HET U3 MOEH KU3HU TaK ke
BHE3aIHO, KaK 1 MOSBUJICS.

IocrostHHBIE TPUKOCHOBEHHU I, XPUILIbIA, MHOTA IpyOOBAaThIA, MHOTA JJACKOBBIN ronoc Tuma
He MpHOaBJIsI CIIOKOUCTBUSA. S MOHMMAJIA, YTO OH ceivac MPUBA3aH KO MHE M3-3a KOJIbLIA, HO TOTOM,
KaK TOJILKO Mbl OTHIILIEM TeJo, U TuM oOpeTeT IoNroXaaHHyI0 CBOOOMY, Bce Beb U3MeHUThCs. OH
yiner. BepHercs B cBOil Mup. A 51?7 A MHE OCTaHYTCsI TOJIbKO BOCHOMUHAHMSI, OOJIbIIIE TIOXOXKUE Ha
COH WJIY CKa3Ky.

— He 6yner, — Tuxo npoienTania s1, a moToM yxe Ooee yBepeHHO JOOaBMIa, — TaK HE MOXKET
ObITh, TUMKa. DTO HEMPABUIIBHO.

VBuzena, kak TUM yIUBIEHHO MOJH:I OPOBH BBEPX.

— Yro uMeHHO? — cKa3aJl OH, HAKJIOHMBIIUCH HEMHOTO KO MHe. Ero pyku ObUTH CIIpsiTaHbI B
nepeJHUEe KapMaHbl JUKUHCOB. A B3IJIsi[] BHUMATEIbHbIX FOMYOBIX IJIa3 HEOTPHIBHO CJIEANI 32 MHOI.

— Tebe He HyXHO, Hy, IIeJIOBaTh MEHsI WJIM TPOraTh, — HE yAepXajach W BCe-TAKM OTBEsa
B3I/, — 3TO BCE HENPaBWIJIbHO. Mbl JOrOBOPUJIMCH HA ABA AHA. Sl rOTOBa MPOMJIMTH HAIIy JIOrO-
BOPEHHOCTb Ha CTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO HYX)XHO OyzaeT. [Toka Tel He BepHelb VIMIepuio U CBOIO CEMBIO.
TosbKO OYeHb IpolLy, IPOCTO HE TPOrail MeHsl.

W mbicnenHo podaBuia: He Tporaii, NpUBbIKHY.

W 1yt e nonpasuiia cama cedsi: Yke NpUBBIKIIA. . .
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— IIpomyuth, roBopuiis? — 3agyMmunBo nepecnpocust Tum. KuBHyna, noarBepxkjasi cepbes-
HOCTb CBOMX HamepeHui, — Hert, npomyiuTh He BbliiaeT, AMUTA.

— Xopomo, — HecMeno yablOHyaachk . Hy, uto k. 3HauuT, ecTb TONBKO JBa AHsA. BepHee,
OCTaJICsl YK€ OJMH, — TOTa HaM HYKHO KaK MOHO ObICTpee HalTH TBOE TeJIO.

— Ha, — kuBHys TuM, — a TOTOM MBI BCE BEPHEMCSI JOMOM.

VpIOHYyIack, cTapasch He MOKa3aTh yparaHa YyBCTB B MOEH JIyIIie.

— Xopo110, 4T0 MBI APYT Apyra NOHUMAEM, — TOPOILIMBO ITPOrOBOPUJIA 1.

— Pebsr, novigemre obenath! — pazgaiics ronoc Muka. OT HEOXKMIAHHOCTH s B3JIPOTHYIIA, a
TUM TOJNBKO XMBIKHYII.

B noyHo¥ THIMHE MBI BHIILTH U3 OnOmoteku. C OfHOW CTOPOHBI 51 ObLIa JOBOJIbHA, U4TO TruM
coriacuiicsi, Bpoae Obl MOHST W MPUHSLT MOM yclioBUsL. BoT Tombko ¢ apyrou... C apyrou s yxke
CKyYajia 1o HeMy. §l yke IpuBBIKJIA K €ro MaHepe roBoputb. K ToMy, Kak OH CMOTPUT Ha MeHS.
[IpuBbIKiIa K HEMY.

MBbI npUIIi B HEOOJBIION PECTOPAHYMK, 3aHSUTU CTOJUK y OKHA. TUM MOJOIBUHYI CTYJT IS
MeHS U cell psAAoM. MUK 3aHs1 MECTO HallPOTUB U, KaK TOJIBKO MOAOIUIA O(PULIMAHTKA, CIEJIall 3aKa3
3a BCeX.

Muk ¢ TumoM TUXO MeperoBapuBajtCh, a 51 Jake U He cliyliaja ux pasroBop. Kak-to Mumo
yuiei posietano. Tonbko ronoc Tuma sxom otnaBasicst B rosioe. Ero teMOp 3aBopaxuBai. A ee s
YYBCTBOBaJa TEILIO. YK€ OHMMAJIa, YTO TEIJI0 UCXOAUT OT MapHs.

Cxana nmajpliaMy TepeHoCHIly, B31oxHyna. Eie u kak Ha3no ronosa Havyana Oonetb. Ckopee
OBl YK€ TU JIPAaKOHBI OCTABUJIM MEHSI B TIOKOE ¥ BEPHYJI MOIO KU3Hb 0OpaTHO!

— Bce B nopsake? — ycnpiiiana rojoc Tuma.

— Ma, xopo1o Bce, — B3IOXHYJIA 51 U MOTepJia BUCKU JIAJIOHSAMH, OOJIb CTAHOBUJIACh BCE CHJIb-
Hee, — Tak Korna Ha noucku? Kyna cerogusi BmameiBatbesi Oyaem? Tombko cpasy mpemyrnpexniaro,
Ty(pJIM OJIEBATH 51 HE CTaHY.

Muk tuxo paccmesiics. A Tum, pa3BepHyB MOM CTYJI BMECTE CO MHOM B CBOIO CTOPOHY, ITPU-
JBUHYJICS OJTIIKE.

— Yt0 60UT? — TUXO CHPOCHIT TOTyOOTIA3bIN.

OTKpbLIa POT, YTOOBI CKA3aTh, YTO HUYETO, COOCTBEHHO, CTPAIIIHOTO, HO He ycrnena. Tum yxe
MIPUIBUHYJICS COBCEM OJIM3KO KO MHE M pyKaMu OOXBaTWJI MOE JIMIO. A 1, CJIOBHO 3a4apOBaHHas,
CMOTpeJIa B ero miasa. Tum riryOoKo B3IOXHYJI, TPUKPBUI I71a3a U MPUKOCHYJICS TyOaMu K MOeMy JIOy.

Bupena ero nmio, Kaxayio Y4epTOUKY, IIpaM, 1axke KaxIyl0 PECHUUYKY U HE MOIJIa TOJIKOM BJIOX-
HyTb. CJIOBHO BOJIHA MpUJaBUIa MEHs, HE MO3BOJIsAs NOIIEBENIUTbhCs. bomb MrHoBeHHO ynuia. Tum
OTKPBLUI I71a3a, U 51 COBCEM NOTEpsIach B MX cuHeBe. CMOTpesia Ha Hero U Mojvasa, cJi0BO HE MOIJia
BBIMOJIBUTb.

— Jlyume? — koHunku ryd Tuma mogHsuuch B yabiOke. A MHe 3aX0Tesloch KpUKHYTh: «Her!
[Mouienyii eme!». Ho mpomonmuana. Mel Besib TOroBOprIMch 000 BceM. Kak Tonbko 3aganue Oyaer
WCIIOJIHEHO, OH U MUK ucue3nyT. ¥ Mmneparopa HenpeMeHHOo nosisutcs ViMreparpuua, 1eTu-apa-
KOHYMKH, ¥ Oy/IET OH KUTh JIOJITO, CKOpee BCEro, BEYHOCTh U CYAaCTIIMBO. A 7 A s Tak u Oyay 3a/bl-
XaTbCsl B CBOEW KPOXOTHOW KBAPTUPKE M XOAUTh Ha padoTy. A Houamu Oyay BcoMuHaTh Tuma, Hy,
Y, KOHEYHO Xke, Oy/y pblIaTh B MOLYIIIKY.

[MpuaynmBast mamsTh nogdpocuia ¢ppazy Muka o Tom, uto 1 AMuta TuMapuasa. A 4rto, eciu
CpOCcUTh TIpsimo ceituac? VIHTepecHo, OTBETUT WJIU HET?

— YT0 03HAYAET 3TO CJIOBO — «aMHUTa» 7 — THXO MpOIIeNnTaia .

TuM GONBITUMHU MATBIIAMU ITPOBEJT IO MOUM IIIeKaM, He BBIITyCKasi MOETO JIMIa U3 CBOMX JIa10-
Hell.

— Jlaii MHE CYTKH, U 51 BCE pacCKaxy, — TUXO POroBopui Tum.

A 4 ollyTuia, Kak Teriasi BOJIHA CTPEMUTENIBHO MepepacTaeT B ropsuuid yparad. TpsxHyna
T'OJIOBOM, CIIOBHO OCBOOOKAASICH OT TUICHA.
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— 41 Ha ynuue nopoxay, — ckazaja MUK U TMXO BCTall M3-3a cTona. § MogHsANach CaeaoM, TeM
CaMbIM BBIITYTHIBAsICh U3 CUJIbHBIX M TEILIbIX pyK Tuma. Ho nmapeHs ycnen nepexBaTuTh MOIO JIA/IOHb,
Mpesk/ie YeM s cresaa mar 3a Mukom.

Beixoas u3 3maHMs pecTopaHa, BUAEa, Kak CMOTpEIM Ha Hac noceturtenu. Bee keHckue
B3IVIS/IbI OBUTH yeTpeMuleHbl Ha Muxania u Ha moero Tuma. M ecnim 1o Muka MHe He ObLJIO HUKa-
KOro Jiena, To Tuma XoTesnoch NpUkpbITh. [lake MeabKHYJIa MBICITb, @ HE CHATD JIA KOJIBLO MPSIMO TYT,
YTOOBI HUKTO OOJIbIIIe He MOT BUETh UesioBeueckuii o0k Tumapuana. A TrM ke TOJBKO JIIOMIKY
MOIO KpeIue CxKaJl.

[ousia, yro peBHyl0. CIIOTKHY/IaCh OT HEOKMIAHHOCTU 3TOro MOHMMaHusA. Tum ycnen noa-
XBaTHTh MEHSI M CTPEMUTENIBHO TpHKal K ceOe. $1 Obuia B 6€30MacHOCTH. 3alPOKUHYB T'OJIOBY, CMOT-
peJia B €ro JMLO, BITIAABIBAsACh, 3aroMuHas. 1 crano nmapmmso Ha ayme. Mol Benp pacctaneMes. A
sl IOHMMaJIa, 4TO HE X04y paccraBarbcs. Boxe, moueMy ke OH OTKa3aJicsl MPOAJIUTD HaIlly JIOTOBO-
peHHOCTh? §1 OBl MOJIOBMHY KMU3HU OT/A/Ia 32 BOZMOKHOCTh IMPOBECTH €I1le HECKOJIBKO THEH PSIOM C
HuM. [Jake cornacHa Teprietb Muka, Toinbko Obl Tum ObUT pIOM.

k% %

Tumapuan

PeBHOCTB — cTHXMsI HeOOy3/1aHHAS U CPOJHU yparaHy. B 3Ty camyio ceKyHay 4yBCTBOBAJI €€,
OHA HaKpbIBaja C rOJIOBOW. BOT TONBKO OT 3TOrO S MCHBITHIBAI THXYIO PaIOCTh B3aMeH Oe3yMusl.
PeBHOCTH ObLTa HEe MOeil. Mosi JeBoUKa MeHs peBHOBaJIa. PU3MUECKU OIITYIIAT ee SMOITUH, a Kaxaas
MBICTTb ObLJTa HAalMCaHa B I1a3aX DMMAJIMH. § 4uTaj ee JIeTKo, HO BCe PaBHO KaXK[IbIil pa3 OHA yMY[-
psutack yauBiATh MeHsl. C caMoro rnepBoro Haiero 3HakOMCTBA.

[Nocne BekOBOro 6e3MOIBHOTO CHa s OUHYJICS. Moe co3HaHue MOTSHYJIO0Ch Ha ee rosioc. CponHu
TOMY, KOTJJa J0JITO0 HAXOAUIIILCS B KPOIIEYHOM 3aTXJIOM MOMEIIEHUH, a TOTOM BBIXO/UIIL HAa CBe-
KU¥ BO31yX. JIerkue HaroMHsI0TCS CBEKUMH IIBETOYHBIMHU apOMaTaMu, ¥ BCe 3aIaxy, KOTOpble ObLITH
HE3aMeTHBI, MPEJICTAIOT B HOBOM cBeTe. OHa — Most AMHTa, OHA O’KMBHJIA MEHsI, BEpHYJIa K KU3HU.

Sl NOMHIO TO MTHOBEHME, KOIIa B MEPBbIH pa3 yciblllal ee rojioc. Tuxuii HexHbld mwenot. U
nerkuii B3a0x. Oy THT MPUKOCHOBEHHSI KOHYMKOB TaJIbIIEB BIOJb CBOMX KpbUTheB. M BoHa Teria
corpesa MeHsl, BO3Bpalas K KU3HH. f He BUIeT ee Toraa, TOJIbKO YyBCTBOBAJL.

[oTom noceioBaM JOATUE Beyepa, BO BpeMs KOTOPBIX CIIYIIIAJ €€ ToJI0C, PaccKashl O IETCTBE,
yuebe, padbote. I OykBaibHO BbLT OT Oe3zeiicTBrsl. Kak ke MHe X0Tesloch COPOCUTH TU OKOBBI, TLIe-
HUBILIME MEHsI BEKaMH, ¥ MPOCTO OOHSATH XPYIKYIO YEJIOBEUECKYIO JIEBYIIKY. 3alllUTUTh €€, TIOTOMY
yto Oosblile Y Hee He Obu1o Hukoro. Kpome mens. Ee crnessl Obutn nocnenHeit karieit. He 3Haio, kak
BCE TaK IMOJTYYUJIOCh, HO 51 OOpATUIICS K €JUHCTBEHHOMY CYIIECTBY, HA KOTOPOTO MOT MOJOKHUTHCS.
Bpar. 51 no3Bai ero, a OH ycblias.

— Pebsr, a paaiite BeuepoM 3akatumcs B Kiy0. Hy, Bpojie kKak OTMeTUM TIOCIIETHUN JICHb
cpenu Joner, — rojoc Muka oTtBiiek oT Mbiciel. [Toctaparcs He 3acMesThcs. bpar, kak 0ObIYHO, B
CBOEM periepTyape.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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