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Hapnexna nmpocHynack ot tuimHbl. Hudero He ObLIO — HU CTYKa BarOHHBIX KOJIEC TIO PeJTbCcaM,
HU CBHICTa BETpa 32 OKHOM, HU CKpwIia ABepu B TamOyp. Kyne ObUIo mociieTHuM, Hapojl Bce Bpems
XOIWJI TyAa-CIofia, a IBEph MPOTUBHO cKpuriena. Hamexaa Ha mpoOieMbl CO CHOM HUKOTIA He KaJlo-
BaJlach — €CJIM BCTaBaTh JABA/IIATH JIET TIOPS/I B TIOJIOBUHE CEBMOIO, HU O KakoWl OECCOHHHMIIE He
MOeT ObITh M peuH, IpodIeMa B TAKOM CITydae OfiHa — YCIIBIIATh MYUYUTENILHBIA 3BOH OyIMIbHUKA
Y 3aCTaBUTH ceOsl CITyCTUTh HOTU C KPOBATH, JaJIbIle OHU CaMH TIOHECYT TeJIO B BAHHYIO, a PyKH Ha
ABTOMUJIOTE BKJIIOYAT JYIII, & YK MOCIe AyIa, eC/I TIOBE3eT, MOAKTIOYUTCS TOJIoBa.

W 3ackimana oHa Bcerga MrHOBEHHO, TOJIBKO TOJIOBY Ha TOMYIIKY TOJIOXKHUT — U cpa3y mooe-
TYT Tepe] I1a3aMu MPUYYIJIMBbIe TOMa, 3aTeUIMBbIe TBOPIIBI, MTAPYCHUKH, CKOJIB3SIIME TIO0 BOIHON
7131, BCAJIHUKH B IIJIEMAX C TMepbsMHU, JaMbl B TIBIIIHBIX pa3BeBaloIIMXCs ofekaax. Bee 310 Benu-
KOJIeTHe TTPOIOIKAIOCh MUHYTHI TpH, He Oofiblie, mocie yero Hangeska 3achinaia Kpenko M crajia
0e3 CHOBUICHUI.

Myx TOJIBKO MOCMEUBAICA M yTBepkaal, uto Hagexy He TO YTO MyIIKOW, a U «KaTIoLe»
He pa3Oyauib. A ObIBIIMI ogHOKJIacCHUK [omka COCHOBCKUIA, KOTOPBIH, MPOMASIBIIUChH B 3a4yXaH-
HOW JTa00paTopry MJIAIIIIAM HAyIHBIM COTPYIHHUKOM JIeT TSATHAIIATh, HAIIET ceOsl U YBJIEKCs TICH-
XOJIOTHEH 1 M3yYeHHEM UeJIOBeYeCKOro Mo3ra, ckasai, 4ro Hajexaa — TBopyeckasi IMYHOCTb, Y Hee
OI'POMHBII TIOTEHITMAN U ce0sl OHa He peaym3oBasia. Hamexkia Torja TOJNBKO XMBIKHY/IA W TIOXKaia
ieyaMu — Jej1o ObUIO Ha BeYepuHKe 10 cirydato odepeaHoro npue3na [omku u3 [ItaToB, oH 3/10-
POBO HaJpaJics B KPYry MIKOJBHBIX JIPY3eH U Jie3 1eJIOBaThCs KO BceM JamaM 0e3 pazoopy. Hanexy,
BITPOYEM, OH BCEr/a yBakaJl, 3TO BCe MPU3HABAIIH.

Hapnexna c lomkoli Torga cioputh He CTajla, IOTOMY UYTO BITOJTHE JIOBOJIbHA ObLTa CBOEH pado-
TOM.

OpHako Bce MEHSIETCsI CO BpeMeHeM, U UHCTUTYT, e Hamexna HukonaesHa Jlebenesa Tpynu-
JIach UHXEHEePOM, BhIPaXkasiCh COBPEMEHHBIM, HE CJIMIIIKOM JINTePaTyPHBIM SI3bIKOM, HAKPBLICS Me/I-
HBIM Ta30M. TO eCTh 3TUM caMbIM Ta30M HakpbUlach Haiexk/1MHa TOJKHOCTh. A TaksKe ¢ Hell BMecTe
MOTOpebIIAMH OKA3aJIUCh eIlle IPUMEPHO YeJIOBEK MATHCOT. A MOXKET, U OOJIbIIe, TOTOMY YTO MHO-
rvie He CTaJM XJaTh COKPAICHUS W YIIUIA CaMH, KaK TOJILKO TIOIBEPHYJICS KAKOW-TO BapHAHT.

Henp3s ckazare, uro Hagexa CHIBHO TIO 9TOMY TOBOIY PacCTPOMIIACh, & MYXK Y& TPOCTO
HETIPUIIMYHO 00paZoBaJICs, YTO €ro JII0OMMast JKeHa OyJeT Terephb JoMa 3aHUMaThCsl COOOM M XO351H-
CTBOM.

Myx y Hamexap1 ObUT BTOPOU, OOITHX JIeTel Y HUX He ObUIO, ¥ TaK CJIOKHIIOCH, YTO BHYKH OT
9THUX HEOOIUX JeTeH KUJIM CO CBOMMU POIUTEISIMU OUeHb Jlajieko. Hagex/ia ¢ My keM BOCIUTHIBAIA
KoTa. To ecTh 3TO TOJNBKO TaK TOBOPHUTCS, HA CAMOM JIeJie PhIKHIA pa30OMHMK BOCIMTHIBA MX. Myka
OH TOJTHOCTBIO MOAUMHIII, Hasiexka o BpoXkKICHHOMY YIIPSIMCTBY IMBITAJIACh COMPOTHUBIISITLCS U HE
JaBaTh KOTY OKOHYATeJbHO OOHarjaeTh. BoiiHa ¢ KOTOM Iuia ¢ rmepeMeHHbIM ycriexom. HaenmuHe ¢
coOoit Hajexa mpu3HaBaiach, 4To KOT BCe-TaKU MOOEKIaeT.

B o61iem, Bce IO TpeKpacHo, eciid He CYUTATh TOTO, YTO, OCTAaBIINChH Oe3 padoTsl, Hagexma
crierka 3ackyvasia. He 1o 4ToObI eif Hevero ObUTO JiefiaTh, HO TOJIOBA, TIPUBBIKINAS BCE JKe 32 CTOJIBKO
JIeT JiymMath, IBHO TpeOoBasia MUK [T Pa3MBIIIUIEHUA. 3a HeMMeHueM Jrydniero Hanexma unrana
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JETEKTUBBI, HO OOBIYHO OIpe/esiia YOUNIly CTpaHHIIe STaK Ha ABAJIATh ECTOH. A YK O KPpUMH-
HAJIbHBIX CepUasiaX ¥ TOBOPUTh HEYEro, TaM BCE MIPO3PAvHO C CAMOTO HAvaa.

W BoT TOrga-To M HavanKch y Hee mepedon co cHoM. Hamexa crana mpochIaTbesi HOUBIO,
TUIOXO CTiajia Ha HOBOM MeCTe, B [0e3/]JaX ¥ B TOCTUHHIIAX. My CHOBA TOCMEMBAJICS — OH CUUTAJ, YTO
9TO OT CJIUIITKOM CIIOKOWHOM ku3HU. Cocenka, BpeHas ctapyxa AHTOHMHA BacuiibeBHa, roBopuiia,
OKPYIJIsisl IJ1a3a U pacTsruBasi cioBa: «Bo-o3paccr...» Cama Hanexna cuurana, 4to 310 OT TOro, 4To
BCTaeT OHa Terephb He B MOJIOBHHE CEJbMOro, a HEMHOXKKO To3xke. He OyaeM yTouHSTh, HACKOJIBKO
nosxe. Ecim nath cebe BoIio. .. HO HET, B3ATh ce0sI B PYKH, IJIs1 TOTO YTOOBI BCTATh HE MO3XKe AEBATH,
OHa ellle CroCcoOHa.

Uro Kacaercs Bo3pacTa, TO COCeIKa, KOHEYHO, CTapyXa MPOTHBHAS U TOBOPHUT UTO IyMaerT,
Korja ee 00 3TOM COBCEM He MPOCSAT, HO POT el He 3aKPOelllb.

Kazanocek 01, coBceM Herioxas udpa S! B cBoe Bpems mama, misiisg B HaguH qHEBHUK, T1e
KPacoBaJIMCh TOp/IbIe MATEPKH, Yeperysch U3pellka CO CKPOMHBIMU Y€TBEPKAMHM, PAI0BaJIach U XBa-
JI1J1a CBOIO IIpUJIekHYI0 104b. Ho BOT Korja K 3Toi nudpe c3a1u NpUNKUCHBAIOT OTPOMHBIN HaIIbIi
HOJIb. .. TaKoe He pajayeT. Ho ciienyetT cMupuThesi ¢ Hen30€KHbBIM.

Hanesxna He ono0Opsiyia sKeHIIMH, KOTOPbIE B TOTOHE 32 YXOASIIEH MOJOJOCTBIO TEPSIOT YyBCTBO
Mepbl. He ToBOpsi O MIacTUYECKUX Olepalvsix, OHU MEePenpaBisioT o pOKIACHHUS B JOKYMEHTAX,
PE3KO MOPBIBAIOT OTHOIIEHUSI C JPY3bsIMHU JETCTBA, YTOOBI HUKTO HE MIPOrOBOPHUIICS 00 UX BO3pacTe.
Her, pasymeercsi, COBEpIIIEHHO HU K Y€MY BBICTaBJISITh HAMIOKA3 CE/Ible BOJIOCHI M MOPIIMHBI, HO UATH
TOJ1 HOX TIACTUYECKOTo XMpypra 0e3 BEeCKOU MpUYKHbI He cTOMT. Hajexaa oueHb XOpolo 3arnom-
HUJIA CJIOBA CBOETO CTOMATOJIOTA — MIJION MPUSITHOM JaMB.

«B MonogocTH 51 HaYUMHAIA ACCUCTEHTOM Y TIACTUYECKOTO XMPYpra, — FOBOPUJIA OHA, — M CKaXy
Bam, Hans, orkpoBeHHO. Ecin Obl JKEHIIMHBI 3HAM, KaK IIPOUCXOAUT OTEPaIys MO TOATSIKKE JIUIA,
B KakoM BuJe OOJTbHASI HAXOAUTCH. .. DTO CTpaIlHee, YeM CaMblil cTpaiHbiid ¢huibM yxkaco! 51, BO
BCSIKOM CJTy4ae, HUKOT/Ia Ha Takoe He TOMy. ..»

Hanesxna Torga TonpbKo HEJOYMEHHO MOXauia TJIedYaMu M CKasaja, YTo B KIMHUKY He cooupa-
ercs, el Obl ¢ 3y0aMu pasoOpathest. Toxke mpodiaeMa HezeleBasl.

O npotuBHOI 1Mpe C HyJEM Ha KOHLE OHAa CTapajach HE Aymarhb. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HE OHA
niepBasi, He OHa MOCJIeTHSIs, ellle HUKOMY He YAaJI0Ch OCTAHOBUTB BpeMsl. Tem Oosiee 4To Bce MOopyrH
y Hee Takue ke, a Ha MUpY, KaK U3BECTHO, U CMEPTh KpacHa.

Bor kak pa3 ceiiuac oHa efieT ¢ 10uIess THCTUTYTcKoU noapyru JleHku ColoBBeBOM.

JlenkuHa Galymika ObUIa YUUTENBHUIICH HAYQIBHBIX KJIACCOB U pellwia caeaaTh U3 peOeHKa
BYH/IEPKMH/IA, TOAroToBUB JIeHKY K mmiKosne ¢ nsatu JietT. C msaTi, KOHEYHO, He B3sUTH, HECMOTpsI Ha
6a0ymmkuHbl pockObl, POHO ynieprock. babyiika nHTpUroBasa 1esblid o M BCeM HaJloena, J0ns
enBa Ji1 He 10 MuHcTepcTBa 00pa3oBaHus. 3a4eM el 9T0 ObLIO HYXKHO, HUKTO He MOHUMaJ. JlaaHo
oObl eie JIenka Obl1a MaJTbYMKOM, TOTIA JIMITHUM TOJ] Iepe]] apMuel He romertani Osl. M Beimaxana
Obl paHbllle BpeMeHU KonoMeHcKo Bepctoil. Ho Jlenka Obuta KporeyHoi nuayroi, stakas oimMo-
BOuKa ¢ noprdenem. babyika mpocTo Temmia CBoU NeAarorniyeckue aMOUIHH.

Pongurenu xe JleHKuHBI paOoTaay ¥ He BHUKAJIM B JAHHBIA BOMPOC, Tojaras, 4yro 0adyIka —
MeJjaror co CTakeM, OHa yXK Kak-HUOyIb C €IMHCTBEHHON BHYYKOM YIIPaBUTCS Ha HAYAJILHOM JTarle.

B pesynbrate JleHka Be3ne Obula Miajiiie BceX Ha rof, a To U nonrtopa. Y HakoHel, MoAoIuIo
U ee Bpemsl.

[Nocne nepectpoiiku JIeHKUH My>k TIofaJicsl B On3HeC, 3apadoTall Kakue-TO JeHbI'M Ha TOPrOBJIe
KOMITBIOTEPAMH WM ellle KaK|UMU JeTansamu, Hagexna sTuM Bormpocom He MHTepecoBasiach. [lotom
CTaJI CTPOUTD, HO HE JIOMA, & IOPOTH U MOCTHI B 00acTu. Pupma pacmmpuiiack, v JIET CeMb Ha3ajl
JleHka ¢ My>keM, OCTaBHB FOPOJCKYIO KBAPTHPY JETSM, TIepeexasiy B IPOBUHIIMIO, B MAJICHBKUI TOPO-
nok Crapslit OcTpoB, oTKyaa My JlenkuH Obl1 potoM. Tak u 4151 OusHeca ynoOHee, U MecTa pojIHbIe.

U Bot JleHka MO3BOHWIIA U TTPUTTIACHIIA HA I0OMIICH.
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— Hanpka, ecv TH He TIpHe/ieltib, s C TOOOU Ha BCIO )KMU3Hb PACCOPIOCh! — Opasia OHa B TPYOKY. —
PasroBapuBath niepectady 1 BCIO TpyIITy OAroBopo! Mbl ToM HaKOHEIT OTCTPOMIIN, MECTa MHOTO. . .

— JlagHo-nagHo, — cnanack Hanesxna HukonaeBHa, — Tpu AHS 51 YK KaK-HUOY/Ib BBIKPOIO. ..

My m00e3HO COTIACHICS e OTITYCTUTh, TPUCOBOKYITUB, YTO MTPOBE/IET ABA BBIXOAHBIX C MTPH-
sITeJIeM Ha peIOaJIKe, a 3a KOTOM MPUCMOTPUT BCE Ta ke cocenka AHTOHMHA BacunbeBHa. OHa XOTh
1 ObLIa 37101 Ha s3BIK, HO K KOTaM OTHOCHJIACh OYEHb XOPOIIO, 0COOEHHO K phiKUM. Bce ycTpaunBa-
JIOCh KaK HeJIb3s JIydllie — Ha pbiOasiky My Hamexmy HuKorga ¢ coOoi He Opait, 1a OHA M He OYEeHb
CTPEMUJIACK.

JleHka 5KyTKO pacTojicTesia ¥ Ipy CBOEM MaJICHBKOM POCTE HAIIOMHMHAJIA MSYHK, TeM OoJiee 4To
I1aThe Ha Hell ObLIO B KPAaCHO-CUHIOK KJIeTKy. OIHaKo 1Mo moBoay (hUrypsl HIUYTh HE pacCcTpanBa-
J1ach, KaK ¥ BCer/a.

JloM ObLTT OTPOMHBIM, TPEX3TAKHBIM, BECh M3 CBEKUX aKKypaTHBIX OpeBeH, BHYTPU KOMHATHI
OOUTHI BECEJION 30JIOTUCTON BArOHKOM, ITOJIBI IIBETA CBEXKErO JIMITOBOro Meaa. CTosr JOM Ha XOJIMe
HaJl PeKOM, BUJI CBepXY ObLIT U3YMHTEILHBINA — HA IPyroM Oepery 3aJIMBHBIE JIyTa, a Jajibiie jec. Bee
OBbLJIO B JOME, Yero IyIa MoxenaeT — U OOJBIION XOJUT C KAMUHOM M MSITKON MeOeJIbio, U CTOJIOBAsI
C OKHOM BO BCIO CTEHY, BBIXOJSIIMM B CaJl, OJHUX KOMHAT ISl TOCTel Ha TpeTheM 3Take Hamexma
HACUMTaJa YeThIpe MITYKH.

Hapony Ha JleHkuH 100mei coOpaiock MHOTO.

— Hukakoro pecropana! — pemmresnsHO 3asBuia JleHka. — 9T1o Mol 3Be3/1HbIN yac!

U Bce cormacunmck, motomy 4to JIeHka u3BecTHa Oblla ellle ¢ IOHOCTH KaK HelpeB30UIeHHAS
KyamHapiia. Hanesxia v octaibHble IeBYOHKH eIle MOTIN TOJIbKO SIMYHUILY TTOKAPUTh J1a MAaKapOHBI
CBapHTh, a JIeHKa ymera yke 3arekarh I'ycs B IyXOBKe, BAPUTD XOJIOZIEI] ¥ TIeUb 3aBapHBIC TIMPOKHBIC.

Cronbl HaKpBUTH B cafy, JIeHKa HOCHUJIACh Kak 3aBeieHHas M ycrieBasia Be3jie, Kak OyAaTo Obuia
enuHa B Tpex Jimmax. Ena Obuta BhIlle BCAYECKHMX MMOXBAJI, IOroOia MPpeKpacHasi, COOpasvch CTapbie
APY3bsl, TAK YTO 3aCTONbE MOTYYMIIOCh OTIMYHOE. Y e, v vy, 1 Tie, ¥ Tutsicaiu Jio ynany. U tak
IBa JHS. A TIO MPOIIeCTBUU BBIXOIHBIX BCce yexanu, a Hanexia ocranack — Hajio ke ObLIO IIOMOYb
Jlenke pasrpectu 310 Bce.

Ho w3 roponka siBUIMCH JIBe pa3OMTHBIE TETKH, MOXOXKME KaK OMU3HEIbl, OHU OOJaYMIIUCh
B OJMHAKOBBIC CUTIIEBBIC XaJIaThl 1 MUTOM BBICKPEOIM Bech IOM, OT TO/BAA O KPBIIIH, Ja eIle
Y Ta30H, BHITONTAHHBIN TOCTSIMH, TIPUBEJIM B MOTHBIA MOPSAAOK. M TONBKO Maxaid pyKamu, KOrjaa
XO03AMKa TIBITAJIaCh YTO-TO TOBOPUTH — HY, EnleHa MuxaiyioBHa, BbI CBOE J€JI0 C/IeNald, Tereph YK
MBI CaMU pa3depeMcs.

Tak uro Hanexna ¢ JIeHkoi mpoBeu 3TOT JieHb B TaMake 10| BUIITHEW, BCIOMUHAsI MOJIOJIOCTh
1 00cy)aasi Ipy3el U 3HAKOMBIX.

Beuepom Jlenkun myx nocaawi Hanexay B moe3a o I[lerepOypra.

B kyne pacronoxuinch yxe JBOe MacCaKUPOB — MPOCTOBATOrO BHIA MYXUYMHA U KOPOTKO
CTpYKeHHas! Xyjasi OpIOHEeTKa JIeT TOJ COPOK.

— O, Harrero nojiky npuobLIo! — IMyMHO 00pagoBajICs MYyKUUHA.

Hanexxna B3misiHy1a Ha HEro C TMOJIO3PEHUEM — TbsIHBIN, UTO Ji. [la HeT, MpoCTo Hemocpes-
CTBEHHBIM.

— Mens MBaHoM 30ByT! — TpoIoIKal OOIIUTEIBHBIN Maccaxup. — bynem 3HaKOMBbI !

W mipoTsHyA KOpOTKOMANyo, He CIIMIIKOM YHCTYI0 pyKy. Hanmexna ykpaakoi B3IJIsIHY/Ia Ha
BTOPYIO TIACCAKUPKY, Ta MOJHSIA TJ1a3a K HeOy — UTo JIeNaTh, TepPIUTe YK, IeThcs Hekyaa. Hanexma
Ha3Basa ceOs M Jaxe JITOHBKO MOKasia PyKy HOBOMY 3HAKOMOMY.

— A 310 JInga! — rpomMoriacHO 0ObsIBUII OH.

U cHoBa OpioHeTKa ejBa 3aMeTHO TIOMOPIIMJIACH, HO HUYEro He cKa3aa.

— JleBouku, ceituac yaiky BbilibeM! — 3acyeTusicsi IBaH 1 OTIIpaBWICS IOTOBapyBaThCs C MPO-
BOIHULIEH.
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Jluaust ot yas orkasanach, Hamexaa e BbIHYJa KOPOOKY C MOJOBMHOM JIOMAIITHETO TOPTa,
KOTOpYIO Jana el ¢ cobort Jlenka. MiBaH, He cMmyIasch, chell MOUTH Bce, Hamexkmaa 3ToMmy TOJIBKO
NOpazoBaach, OHa rnocie JISHKWHBIX KyJIMHAPHBIX M3bICKOB HA €Iy CMOTPETh HE MOIVIa M MeuTaja
O Pa3rpy304HOM JHE.

B GnaropapHocts MBan ycrynun Hanexzie cBOIO HUKHIOI TOJIKY, & caM 3a0paJicsi HaBepX U
3aTHX. [JaMbl TOXE perig yKIaabBaThcsl. TONBKO MOraciiIi CBET 1 TOKEJaI APYT JPYyTy CIOKOM-
HOU HOYM, KaK Hayamch Hanex TuHbl MydeHusl.

Hapon B noeszne nonoOpasicsi pa3Becesblid, B COCEIHEM KyIle KOMITaHUSI U3 TpeX MYXKYUH U
OJIHO¥ COJIM/IHOM TETKU KPENKO BHITUBAJIA, MYKUNHBI PACCKA3bIBAIN AaHEKIOTHI 1 CAMU Ke HaJl HUIMU
I'POMKO CMEsUTUCh, TETKA JEIUKATHO NMOMAJIKMBAJa, TOJBKO BCE BPEMsl BBIXOAWIA — TO TIOKYPHUTb,
TO OCBEKHThCS. [IBeph B TaMOyp MPOTUBHO CKPHIIENa — CHaYaJla pa3/iaBaJicsl pe3KUi 3BYK, OT KOTO-
POro 3aKJIaJbIBAJIO YIIIM, IOTOM YyTh IOTHIIE U TIOOJBIIE, & YK TIOTOM, TOJ] KOHEIl, JBEph KOPOTKO
B3BU3IMBAJIA, KaK Oy/ITO KOTY HACTYNWIM Ha jamy. U Tak kaxiaple necatb MuHyT. Hagexna cromue-
CKH Teprienia 3To 6e300pa3ue — He XOTeJIoCh BCTaBaTh, UCKaTh MPOBOAHUILY U KanoBaTbesl. Eie Ha
XaMCTBO HAapBEUIbCSI.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB 3TO cheyiain KTO-TO M3 MacCaXMpoB, MPOBOIHMIIA JIONTO YBelleBala TyIsK,
MYKMKH a3apTHO OTJIAUBAIUCh, TTOKA COCE/IKA MO KyIe He TapKHY/IA HAa HUX, OKA3bIBAETCS, 9TA TETKA
ObL1a y HUX 11aBHOM. [ToBOpUany ene, yKJaIpBasich, IOCKPHUIIENH IBEPHIO, CHYSI B TyaJIeT U TIOKYPUTD
HAIoC/eIOK, TOC/ie Yero HaKOHel YTOMOHIJIHCH.

U Tompko Obi10 Haneska cobnpanack 3acHyTh, Kak CTpsC/Iach HoBast Oena — 3axparien VBaH.

B nepsbiii MomenT Hazexna nogymana, 4yro B TaMOype BKJIIOUmIM Kommpeccop. Hy, nona-
AOOWIICST KOMY-TO TIOCPEId HOUYM OTOOMHBI MOJIOTOK WJIH erle uTo-To. [ToToMm, JIoKanu3oBaB 3BYK,
OHa IOHsUIA, YTO OH MCXOOUT C BepxHel nosiku. OHa cesla U BCTpeTuiach B3rsaaom ¢ Jlunuei. Ta
TOXE TMOJIHSJIA TOJIOBY C MOAYIIKK U CMOTpesia ONeCTSAIIME, COBCEM HE COHHBIMU I1a3aMu. I ae yx
TYT 3aCHYTb, C TOCKOM nonymMaiia Hanesxna. OHa B3missi0oM cipocuiia JInauio, He ciietyer Jid 9To-To
chenaTh, YToObI MPEKpaTuTh 3T0 Oe300pasue. JInaus B OTBET MOKavasia roJ0BOM — HUYEro, MOJI, He
MIOMOJKET, ero pa3Oyauilib, a yepes3 MATh MUHYT CHOBA TAKOM ke Xparl pa3facrtcs. ..

«Hy n Houka! — o6peuenno nogymana Hanexna. — Xoth Obl CKOpeit 10OpaThes. .. »

[Noe3n pa3orxasics Ha ATTMHHOM ITEPEroHe, U IPH OCOOEHHO CHITLHOM ToTYKe VIBaH BAPYT XPIOK-
HyJN 1 3aTiX. Hajgexna nmoBepHysiach Ha JIpyroil OOK U TYT jKe 3aCHYJa.

W npochynack ot TummHbL. He cTyyanm Koneca, He CBUCTEN BeTep, He CKpHIIesia JBepb B TaM-
Oyp, He xpariell cocell. 3a OKHOM OblTa TEeMHOTA, KOTOPYIO TTpope3at cadbiii cBet. CTasio ObITh, elle
HE TpUexa.

— YT0 Cy4nsoch? — Cpocuiia OHa XPUILIBIM CO CHA rojiocoM y JIuauu, BeIMIsAbIBaAIOIEH 13
okHa. — Kakas crannmsa?

— He 3Hato, — Ta epHyJia MJIe4oM, — OCTAHOBKA He TUIAHOBasl, KAKOU-TO TOIYCTAHOK, 3/1eCh U
11aTOPMBI-TO HETY.

VBana Ha BepxHeil nojke He Obuto. HO OH TYT ke sSIBWJICS, TAXHYLMIA HOYHOU MPOXJIAA0N 1
CBEKECTBIO.

— JleBOUKH, HE BOJIHYWTECh, MalllMHA Ha Tepee3/ie 3acTpsijial Xopolo, MalllMHUCT BOBPEMsI ee
3aMeTwI, ycrnen 3aropmosuth! Celiyac ee yoepyT U MoeeM. . .

— Yepr 3Haet uro! — JIuaus BHICYHYJIaCch U3 OKHA.

Hanesxa mpuctponsiach psioM — XOTEJIOCh TIOTHYTh CBEKEro BO3/1yXa.

— He Boixogute, ckopo noegem! — Kpuvasa MpOBOJHHUIIA, 2 HUKTO U HE lyMaJl BHIXOJHTh.

[Maccaxupbl BHIIISABIBAIM U3 OKOH. BIoib moe3na Operna iepeBeHcKas TeTKa B BATHHUKE U Pe3u-
HOBBIX carorax. HecMoTpst Ha BaTHUK, BUIHO OBUIO, YTO TETKA Xy/a, KaK 3ae3:KeHHas Jomap. SIcHoe
IO, OT Tskesion paboThl. B pykax y TeTku ObuM OMIOH U KOP3UHA.

— A BOT KOMY MOJIOYKA CBEKEHBKOTO M MAIMHKH ! — HapacrieB rOBOpMJIa OHA.
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Hapne:xxne HUero He XOTeIOCh — TOJIBKO YTOOBI TTOE3/] TPOHYJICS M OCTaBUJIM €€ BCE B MOKOE,
Jasi Obl XOTh HEMHOTO TIocraTh. OHa BRITSHYJIA 0, YTOOBI Pa3IJIAIETh, UTO MPOUCXOUT Ha TIepe-
€3]I, HO HUYero He yBujiena. TeTka MopaBHsuIach ¢ UX OKHOM U MOJHSLIA TOJIOBY.

— A BOT KOMY MOJI... — HayaJjia OHa, HO BJAPYT B3APOTHYJIa U BbITapalllyia ria3a. bumon Bbiman
U3 ee pPyK U MOKATUIICS N0 3eMJIe, MOJIOKO TYT K€ BIIUTHIBAJIOCH B CYXYIO KECTKYIO 3EMJIIO.

W3 TeMHOTHI HasleTeN1 Ha TETKY KaKOM-TO MYKHK, 3aMaxHYJICS KyJlakom, oopyrain matom. OHa
OTBETWJIA €My YTO-TO THXO W TpHceNa, coOupas pacchllaBinyiocss MaauHy. Hagexna 3ameruia
CBEPXY, UTO PYKH Y KEHIIIMHBI COBCEM HE JIEPEBEHCKUE — HE CJUIIIKOM YUCThIE, UCLIapariaHHbIe, HATPY-
JKEHHBIE, HO MAJIbIIbI JUIMHHBIE, 3aI1SICThsI TOHKUE, HOT'TH KPACUBOU (DOPMBI, XOTb U C KAUMOU TEMHOM.

Jla He rps3b 370, a ATOAHBIN COK, cooOpasmiaa Hagexna, ero HuueM He orMoenib. Cama oHa Ha
Jaue Kak MoWJeT 32 YEPHUKOUN UM MaJTMHOM, TaK TTIOTOM B TOPOJIE CTHIAHO MOSIBAATHCA. Ha ThUIbHOM
CTOPOHE JIQJIOHU Y TETKH, OT 3aIISICThs K MajibliaM, TSHYJIACh pO30Basi HUTOYKA IIpama.

— Yepr 3Haet uto! — JIuaus pe3Ko OTIIATHY/IACh OT OKHA U 3aXJIOMHYJIA pamy.

Hapnexna norisiiena Ha Hee B yauBieHuu. Jluaus xmypuiia OpoBu, TyObl ee MpeBpaTuiInCh B
y3KyIo 11es1b. ClieHa, KOHEYHO, OblJIa HEMPUSATHOM, HO C Yero Tak 3JUThCA?

— Bce B nopsiike! — B Kyne cHoBa 3aryisiHy MBan. — Ceituac noegem!

U touno, noe3n Tponyscs. MiBan 06e3 JHMITHKX CJIOB M0JIe3 Ha BEPXHIOI Mosky. Hagexna toxe
cTaJsia ycTpamBarthcsi, JInaus cuiena, MoKychiBast TyObl, ITOTOM B3si1a MOOMJIBHBIH TeJiepOH 1 BHIIILIA.
Hanexna nornsena Ha yacel — 1o puObiTUs B [letepOypr octanock yac copok. Hy, Termepb-To oHH,
KOHEYHO, oro31ai0T. Ho Bce paBHO HaJi0 Obl OCBEKUTHCS 3apaHee, Tereph YK He 3aCHYTh, a TO IOTOM
Takasi ouepe/ib OyJer.

Tyasner, oqHako, ObUT 3aHAT. Hajexkaa penmia mepeTé B COCETHUM BaroH U OTKpbLIA ykKe
ABEpb, HO TYT 3aMeTHIa B TamOype JInamio, mprkKUMaroniyio K yxy MoOmibHuK. OHa OCTaHOBHJIACH,
YTOOBI HE MEIIaTh.

Hapnexna BoBce He XoTesa MOICIYIMBATh, TPOCTO MPUAEpKaa MPOKJIATYIO ABePb, YTOOBI OHA
He ckpunesa. M HeBOJIbHO ycIibllajia yacTh pa3roBopa.

— 4 ee Bugena! — ropopuna Jluaus ¢ npuasixanuem. — [la, s yBepeHa, 4to 3T0 Oblia OHa!
CogepiieHHo yBepeHa! I oHa MeHsl Toxke y3HaJla, Thl IOHUMAEIllb, YTO 9TO 3HAYUT?

Oma nociymiana HEMHOT O, Kycasi ryosl. Ee codeceHuK Tak Kpuuas, 4yto Hazmexna onpenesnmia
MY3KCKOM rojioc. JIuaus ke, HampoTUB, YCIOKAUBAJIaCh HA I1a3ax.

— WckmmodyeHo, — TBep/Io cKa3ajia OHa, — Thl MEHs 3Haelllb, OIMOUThCS s He Moria. Ham HyXHO
BCTPETUTHCSI U OOCYAUTDH BCE.

CHoBa oHa 3amoIyasa, IoToM Jajla OTBET Ha BOMPOC.

— TlonHas apipa, Moe3[ CIyYaiilHO OCTAaHOBHWIICS, KAKOW-TO OypaHHBIN TMOJMYCTAHOK, XKUTeJen
TMOJITOPA YeJIOBEKa, U Te MbsHUILBL. HeT, yrpoMm MHe Ha paboTy HaJo, TOMOH e/IBa yCIeBalo 3aeXarh.
B o6en? la Het, y MeHs TOJTHasA 3arapka, s TOPOMUThCS Oy, HaJlo IIOroBOpUTH He criema. .. [Tocie
padoTHl TOJNBLKO BpeMs BHIKpow. Her, psiyiom ¢ padoToii He HAJO... 3Haellb KMTAHCKUN pecTOpaH
HarpoTuB OaHka Ha yriy [lymkapckoi u... Hy BOT, Tam B palioHe 1IeCTH 4acoB.

Hanexna enBa ycriena OTIpsiHyTh OT ABEpH, ObLIO Obl OUeHb HEeynOoOHO, eci Jluaust 3actana
Obl ee 3a noxcaymuBanueM. K cuacteio, Tyaner ocBoboauics, 1 Hanexia iopkHysia B HEero, mpexie
yeM JIuaus BepHyJach.

— Bepka! Bepka! I[Togaumaiics!

Bepa momnbitanachk HaTSHYTh Ha ceOs1 OJEsIO, MOMBITANIACH YUTH TIOTTyOKe B COH, YKPHITHCS B
€ro TEeTUIoN 3aMITIeBOH TITyOMHE OT STOTO Pe3KOro, 3JI0r0, pa3apaxkeHHoro roigoca. CoH ObLT Uy/IeCHBIN
Y HETIOHSITHBIN, BO CHE OHA TYJIsIjIa 10 TEHUCTOMY Ccajly M OblIa TaM OJJHA, COBEPIICHHO OJHA. .. HET,
PSIIOM C HeWl 11eJT KpaCHBBIN YAUBUTEIbHBIN 3BEPh, MOXOKUI Ha 30JI0THCTOTO Jieonapaa. 3Bepb ObLT
TOBOPSIINIA, HO OH HE pyraJl ee, He 003bIBaJI TIOCJAESAHUMHU CJIOBAMH, OH YHMTAJI €/ KaKyl-TO BOJIIEO-
HYIO KHUTY. ..
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— Bepka, npoceinaiicsi, 3apaza! — mporpemMesn Haj Hell PEeKHUIM 37101 rojioc, U KTO-To Oe3xka-
JIOCTHBIN CAEPHYJI C Hee OJesiIO.

— Kupus, Hy elie st MUHYT... — COHHO MTPOOOPMOTaja OHa, HO TOJIOC HAJl HEH CTasl ele
3ee:

— Kakoit eme Kupnnn? [Mogaumaiics, apssabs monzadopHas! [loesn mposeBaeib !

CoH OKOHYATEbHO pacTasul. TO OBUIO TaK IMEYAIbHO — € JIaBHO YK€ HUYEero He CHUJIOCH,
TMOCJIeJTHUM TOJ1, €JBa KOCHYBIIIKCH TOJIOBOH IMOAYIIIKY, OHA TPOBAJIMBAJIACH OT YCTAJIOCTH B UyT'YHHYIO,
TYIYIO TEMHOTY.

Bepa cena Ha KpoBaTH, pasiernuia BeKH U OrJIsIesach, MbITasCh MOHSTH, IJie OHA HAXOTUTCS.

D70 ObLIa HE ee YIOTHasl, KpacuBasi CaibHs, 0(DOpMIIEHHAS B JAKOHUYHOM SITIOHCKOM CTHJIE,
C JIAKOBBIMH IIIKATYJIKAMU W PACHHMCHBIMU MIMPMaMH, C MOAJTMHHBIMUA CBETUIbHUKAMU U3 BOILEHOW
pucoBoi OyMar ¥ CpeHEBEKOBBIMU T'PaBIOPAMU B Y3KHX YEPHBIX PaMKaXx...

Ata 3axJIaMJIeHHas] KOMHaTa ¢ HU3KUM 3aKOIMUEHHBIM TTOTOJIKOM, Tojiasi Jlamriodyka Oe3 aba-
XKypa, MaJIeHbKHE OKOIIIKH 0e3 3aHaBECOK, B KOTOPBIE 3aIJIs/IbIBACT IyCTasi HA30MIMBAs TEMHOTA. .. U
3TOT YeJIOBEK C MEPEKOIIEHHBIM OT 3JI0CTU HEOPUTHIM JIUIIOM, TOT MyKUMHA B Pa3HOIICHHBIX Tpe-
HUPOBOYHBIX IITaHAX M 3aCTHPAHHON MaiiKe OBbIBIIIEro OeJIoro IBeTa. . .

[IpaBna oOpymmiack Ha Hee, Kak XOJI0qHast BOJA U3 yIlaTa.

Omna BCrIOMHMIIA BECh TIOCJIEJHUM TOJl, BCE 9TH YKaCHBIE MIATHAECAT HeNesIb, TPUCTA MAThAECST
C YeM-TO JIHEeW — U 3aX0Tella HeMeIEHHO yMepeTh. Bce paBHO Kak — JIMIIb Obl HE BUJIETh BCETO 3TOTO
TOCKJIMBOTO, TOIITHOTBOPHOT'O, TIOILJIOTO TIOBCEHEBHOTO YKaca. . .

Ho 310 eit He yaaiock.

HeOpuThiii MykurHa MOIOIIEN K KPOBATH, HAKJIOHWJICS HaJl HeW M IIPOXPHIIENT, 00/IaB 3aMaxoM
YeCcHOKa M Tieperapa:

— Hy, npocnynack, HakoHel, japmoeaka? OneBaiics xuBo U uau K nytam! Ilpopamb xotsb
Yero-HuOy b !

— K kakum nytsam? — 3a6opmorana Bepa. — Houb ke ceiiyac! ¥V Hac TyT moes3nga JaBHO He
OCTaHaBJIMBAIOTCS !

— Tel gonro Oyzenib BHIKOOEHUBAThCS? — MyKUMHA HAKJIOHWIICS HaJl HEH, 3aMaxHYJICS TsKe-
JIIM KYJIAKOM B KOPOTKHX PbIKHX BOJIOCKaX. Bepa BTsHyIa royioBy B IUieuH, 3aKycuia ryoy u 3adop-
MOTaJIa UCITyTaHHO:

— He nano, ®ens, e Oeii! S ceituac!

— To-10! — OH neperyman OuTh, MArHyJ1 K CTeHe, CHsUI ¢ TBO3/1s BaTHUK. — [laBaii oneBaiicst
#uBo! IluTepckuii CKOphIM Ha Mepee3ie OCTAaHOBUJIICS, YTO-TO TaM CIIy4MJIOCh... Moxer, npopaiib
MOJIOKA WU STO/.

Bepa nopHsack, 3acyeTunach, IIECHYIA B JIMIO TOPCTh TETIOBATOM BOAIBI U3 YyTYHHOTO YMBI-
BaJIbHHMKA, HATSHYJIA CUTLIEBBIN XaJlaT, MOBEPX HETO — BATHUK, BCYHY/Ia HOTH B KOPOTKUE PE3UHOBBIC
carnory. Beickoumsia B ceHH, MoaxBaTuia OMJOH C MOJIOKOM, BTOPO — C COOPaHHON HAKaHYHE MaJIu-
HOW ¥ rmodekana K MyTsM.

Houb Obu1a XOTh U JIETHSISA, HO XOJIOAHAS, ¥ OHA TIOPaIoBaJIach, YTO Hajeaa BaTHUK. Kak Oyaro
OHa ellle MOIJIa YeMy-TO paloBaThCsl. ..

3Be3/1bl OCHINAIM TEMHOE ILTI0NEBOe He0O TyCTOM COJIGHOW POCCHINBIO, U B UX cBeTe Bepa
BH/IeJIa 3HAKOMYIO Y3KYIO TPOITMHKY, KOTOpas BeJia K JKeJIe3HOAOPOKHOMY Tepee3ny. U TaM, B KOHIIE
STOW TPONMHKU, TOPEJT TeTUIbIN YIOTHBIN CBET, IIENIOYKA OKOH, B KOTOPBIE BHITISI/IBIBAJIN 3aCTIAHHBIE,
03a00YEHHBIE JINIIA TTACCAKUPOB.

Bepa mondexana k moesmy, nmepeBesia cOMBIIEECs JAbIXaHUE W TIONLIA BIOJIb BArOHOB, BBHIKPH-
KMBast Yy’KUM JAE€PEBEHCKUM TOJIOCOM:

— A KoMy Mosouka cBexero?! A BoT komy siron?!

— Kakue sirozpl, TeTka? — CpOCHIT My KYMHA CPEIHUX JIET, CBECHBIIVCH C TIOAHOKKH.

Bepa npornoruiia 310 «TeTKa», 1300pa3uiia MPUBETIUBYIO YIIBIOKY:
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— ManuHa, nsanenbka, manuaa! Tombpko Bedepom cobpaial

— Ilouem?

Ona Ha3BaJia IIeHy, OTCHINANA B KYyJIEK CIEeNbIX OYIIUCTBIX SrOJ, NMPUHsJIA JEHBI'W U TOILIa
AaJjibIlie BOJb MOe3/1a, MOBTOPSIS 3ay4YeHHO:

— Komy Mosouka cBexero? A KoMy MajavHKH?

Bnepenu, Ha mepeesne, CyeTWJIMCh KakuMe-TO JIoau. Ha MyTsaX CTOsUT 3aryioXIINi TPy30BUK,
BO3JIE HETO pacTepsIHHO TepecTynai Boautesb. Bepa y3nana Kocrrka u3 I'openoBa, KOTOpbIil He pa3
3ae3xan Kk Penopy, 0 4eM-TO C HUM TOJIKOBAJ B CeHsX. Bripouewm, eii 10 Bcero 3Toro He ObLIO Jiena.

— Komy monouka?! Komy srogok?!

OHa CrOTKHY/Iach Ha KOYKE, C TPYAOM yAepKaiach Ha Horax, yaepkajia OMIOHBI, MepeBesa
AbIXaHKe U Tepeliuia K CJIeAyIeMy BaroHy.

— XKenmuna, yto Tam ciyumnocs? [Touemy ctomm? — cripocuiia, CBECUBIIHCH U3 OKHA, MOJIOAs
OJOHIMHKA C KalPU3HBIM, OITYXIIIMM CO CHa, HO BCE K€ KPACUBBIM JILIOM.

— Mammna Ha niepeeszie 3amioxjal — cooduna Bepa, pagysick cBoei 0CBeIOMICHHOCTH.

— BezobOpasue! — brnonnuHka B3MIsiHYIa Ha Hee Tak, OyATO 3TO MMeHHO Bepa BMHOBaTa B
HEOXKMIAHHON OCTaHOBKE.

— Morouka He xenaete? — mporopopuiia Bepa 3aCKMBAONIUM KaJaKuM rosiocoM. — Wi siro-
noK?

— 3Haio s TBoM siroAKu! — (pIpKHYJIA OJIOHIMHKA U C TPOXOTOM 3aXJIOMHYJIa OKHO.

Bepa nomnuna ganpiie, CHOBa OCTAHOBUJIACH OKOJIO CJIEYIOIIETO BaroHa, 3alipOKMHYJIA TOJI0BY
K OKHY.

B 3TOM OKHe OHa yBH/e1a ABYX KEHIIMH — OJHA CPEIHUX JIET, IOBOJIbHO OOBIYHOM HApYKHOCTH,
C pacTpenaHHbIMU CO CHa BOJIOCAMH, XOTs IJ1a3a ObUTM COBCEM HE COHHbIE, a OUYeHb BHUMATEIIbHBIC,
apyrasi. ..

VBuzeB 3Ty npyryio, Bepa 3acTbuia, Kak rpoMOM HOpakeHHasl.

OTH yIIMHEHHbIE Kapue I71a3a, KOPOTKO CTPUKEHHbIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, Ope3rinBasi CKJIaKa
BO3JIE Y3KHUX TYO0. ..

Ho 310 HEBO3MOXKHO!

Ona Buzena JIuguio MepTBOii, BUjesa B TOT CaMblid JIeHb, KOT/Ia e MPEeXHsIsl )KU3Hb KOHYMIIACh
pa3 u HaBceraa. [lo cux mop, cromio Bepe 3akpbITh T1a3a, epes ee BHyTPEHHUM B30POM BCTaBaja
OfIHA M Ta e CTpalllHasi KapTUHA — PaCIUIBIBAIOIIASCS 10 KOBPY JIy’Ka KPOBH, Pa3OMTHIN 3aThUIOK,
HEeCTECTBEHHO IMOJIOTHYTasl pyKa. ..

3TO HEBO3MOXKHO!

Ho ux ra3a BCTpeTiiuch — M KEHIIMHA B OKHE 3aMETHO MOOIeTHea.

VY Bepbl He 0CTaJIOCh HUKAKUX COMHEHU — 3710 JIuaus, u Jluaus ee Toxe y3Hana.

3emuis ynuia y Hee U3-10fi HOT. Pyku paszkanuch, OUIOH C MOJIOKOM OIPOKUHYJICS, MOJIOKO
Pa3IMIIOCh IO CYXOH 3emJie, 3eMJIsi OBICTPO U KaJIHO BOMTaIa ero. MajHa pacchinanach AyIIUCTOMN
TOPKOH. . .

U 1yt u3 TemuoTH nosisusicst Pezop.

VBueB BaJISIONIMECS HA 3eMJle OMIOHBI, TIOUEpHE JIMLIOM M 3a0paJl:

— Crepss! Ilotackyxa! Tel uTo % 310 HatBOpMia?! Y 1eds pyku u3 Kakoro Mecra pactyt? [la
s Ke TeOs. ...

— He kpuuu, Pens! — TUXO OTO3BaIACh KEHIIMHA, TOPOIUIMBO COOMpAasi PACCHINTAHHYIO
MaymHy. — He kpuuu, ot mozaeit cTeigHo. S arompt codepy. . .

— Ara, 1 MoJIOKO codeperiib! — mporoBopus1 Penop pasapaxeHHo, HO Oe3 MPEeKHEero 3armara,
0e3 mpexHel XONOAHO! APOCTU. THXUid, CHOKOWHBIN ToI0C Bepbl MM ero yBepeHHOCTH.

A Bepa u cama yauBHUIach TOMY, YTO OOJIbllle HUUYTh ero He doutcs. M BooOie — OGosnbiie
HUKOTO U HU4Yero He 6outcst. OHa MojiHsIA [71a3a K OKHY BaroHa v yBUesa, Kak KOPOTKO CTPHIKEHHAsT

10
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OpIOHETKA Pe3KO, 3JI0 3aXJIOMHY/Ia OKHO U YJaJIIIach, OpPOCUB Yepe3 IUIeY0 HACTOPOKEHHBIN, HE/I0-
BEpPYMBBIN B3IJISAIL.

U Tyt Bepa BcmoMHuMIa TOT JIeHb, KOTJa €€ JKM3Hb MOKATHIIACH MO OTKOC, KaK COIIEIIUH C
PEJIbCOB CKOPBI MOE3I. . .

TouHee, Ty CTpallIHyI0 MUHYTY, KOTJIa OHA CTOsIIa Hajl TesioM JInauu, cxxumasi B pyke OKpOBaB-
JICHHBIN MMOJICBEYHUK U TIBITASICh TIOHATH, KAK TAKOE MOIJIO CITYIHUThCS.

Jluaus nexasna B HEECTECTBEHHOM, HEMPABIOMOJOOHON M03€, BOJIOCH Ha 3aThIJIKE CIUILIHCH
OT KPOBH, ¥ KpOBaBas JIy’ka pacIuIlbiBajiach Ha KOBpe. A B pyke y Bepbl ObUT TskKeNIblii OPOH30BBIN
TIOJICBEYHUK, ¥ C HETrO Ha TMOJ Mafajy TsKesIble TEeMHO-KPACHBIe Karliu.

— Te1, 310, HE GonTaiics TyT! — mporoBopu Pegop co CTpPaHHON HEYBEPEHHOCTHIO B rojioce. —
Wnu, uro mu, nomoii! Bee paBHO yk HUYEro He MpoJaliib!

Bepa nozaxpatuiia 6u10HB ¥ TOPOIUTMBO YIIUIA B TEMHOTY, YTOOBI OH HE pa3miise ee JIUIo, He
MIPOYUTAIT TIO HEMY HUYETO JIUIITHETO.

BepHyBImmch 10Moi, ocTaBriIa OMJOHBI B CEHSIX, JIETIa B HE YCIEBIIYIO OCTHITh ITOCTENb, ClIe-
Jana BUf, 9to cnut. Peop npuiien yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, TPOMKO TOITAJICs, cOpachkiBasi Caror,
3110 GopMoTalt 4yTo-TO cebe rmox Hoc. HakoHerr 3abpasics B KpoBaTh, TKHYJI ee JIOKTeM, Ho Bepa Hukak
Ha 3TO He OTpearupoBasia, ¥ OH HAKOHEI] YTOMOHWJICS U 3aXpared.

A OHa erlie JOTO JIekana, CHOBA M CHOBA BCIIOMHUHAS TOT JI€Hb.

IMoce yxacHoro ckaHjgana, KOTOPBIM 3akaTwia ed Ha padore Jlugus, Bepa ene BepHynach
JOMOM, XOpOIIo, 4To He ObuTo TpoOoK. Ha criemyiomee yrpo Bepa mpocHynach COBEpIIEHHO OO0JThb-
Ho. ['onoBa ryrnena, 3aThiJIOK JIOMUJIO, BO BCEM TeJie Oblla Takasi c1ab0oCTh, YTO MYK BCIIOTOIIHIICS.
Jlonro McKany rpagycHHK, a KOrja Halluli, OKa3ajioch, YTO TeMreparypa HopmaibHast. Ho B ymax
yXaJI CTPOUTENIBHBIN MOJIOT, M OTOPBATH T'OJIOBY OT MOLYIIKK ObLIO 3aTPYAHUTENBHO.

— DTO HEepBHOE, — CKa3aJl MyX, — HE XOIU Ha padOTy, BO3bMHU OTTYJI, OTJICKHUIIILCS.

Bepe Obu1O BCe paBHO, OH caM TIO3BOHWII Ha padoty. [Totom mpuHec el yao u ymen Bepa
MpOBeJIa TIePBYIO MOJOBUHY JHS B 3a0bIThU, a MOTOM JIMausl cama MO3BOHMIIA €d JOMOH, cKasasa,
YTO UM HYXKHO ITOTOBOPHTb.

— la yx, — otBeTHIa Bepa MHOrO3HaUMTENTbHO, — IOTOBOPHUTH U TIPAB/IA HYKHO, TOJIBKO MOCIIE
BYEpAIIHETO. . .

— Buepa 51 ciuiikom noropstumniack. — l'onoc Jlunum v BopsiMpb nokasajcs eii BAHOBaTbiM. — 1
Bce TeOe Mory oObsscHUTh. HuKyna He yxomu, s K TeOe cefiuac npuesy.

Bepa nonryio MUHYTY pa3riispiBaia TeaeOoHHYI0 TPyOKy.

Uro 6wl 310 3HauUMI0? Heyxenu Jluma u BpaBay packasuiachk? Vmm oHa 3alyMana Kakyko-TO
HOBYI0 MakocTh? [locie BuepalnrHero OTBpaTUTENbHOIO CKaHaMa OT Hee MOXKHO OBUIO KAaTh Yero
YTOIHO. ...

3BOHOK B JIBEpPb pa3/iajicsi HEOXKUIAHHO CKOPO.

Bepa Bckounia ¢ quBaHa, BbIIIUIA B IPUXOXKYIO, HA CEKYHIY 3aJepiKaiach epe ABepbio, CoOu-
pasich ¢ CUJIaMH, TIPU/IaBas JIMILY TBEPIOE, PEIINTEIbHOE BhIPAKEHUE, M HAKOHEI! OTKPbLIa JIBEPb.

Jluausi cTosiia Ha Mopore ¢ KaKUM-TO CTPAHHBIM BBIPAXKEHUEM JIMIIA.

— Hy d4ro, BriycTHIb MeHsI B KBapTUPY? — IPOrOBOPMIIA OHA, OKUHYB Bepy cBOMM OOBIYHBIM
MIPE3PUTETHHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— IIpoxonu! — Bepa moctopoHmiIack, 4ToObl IPOMYCTHUTH €€. ..

U 1yt Ha Hee BHe3anHoO o0OpymwiIack TeMHoTa. Kak OyATo pyXHyI MOTONOK, MPU/IABUB €€ BCei
CBOEM TSIKECThIO.

A moTom oHa nipuIuia B ceOs HaJ| Oe3bIXaHHbIM, OKPOBABJIEHHBIM TeJIoM JInauu, ¢ OpOH30BBIM
TMOJICBEYHUKOM B PYKe.

Heckonbko MUHYT OHa CTOsiJla HEMOIBM)KHO, TMBITAsCh OCO3HATH MPOUCHIEANIeE, IMBITAsCh
TMOHSATh, KK 3TO MOIJIO CIIyYHUThCS.
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B nocnienHee BpeMs y Hee HECKOJIBKO pa3 CITy4asIMCh MpoBauibl maMsty. Kupuin 6ecriokowics,
npeiaraj ei OTAOXHYTb, [I0€XaTh B CAHATOPUI JIeToM, HO Bepa Bce oTHekuBanach. M Bapyr taxoe. ..

Heyxenu 310 OHa B IOMyTHeHUH paccyaka yomna Jlnauo?

[To BceMy BHIXOOWIJIO, YTO TaK. Bo BCAKOM ciydae, KpoMe HUX JBOUX, B KBapTUpe OOJbIIe
HUKOTO He OBbLIO. ..

U nocne toro, 4To Cyunsioch MeX1y HIMU HaKaHYHe. . .

denop 3axpanes rpOMKO U Kak-To 0OMkeHHO. Bepa moBepHysach K HEMy, OCTOPOKHO, YTOObI
He pa30yauTh, MOBEpHYJIA Ha OOK, CHOBA OTBEPHY/IACh K CTEHE M HEOXKHUIAHHO 3aCHYJIA.

U xorga Ha cienyiolee yTpo MPOCHY/Iach, Kak 0OBIYHO, PaHO, Y Hee B TOJIOBE YKe CIIOKUIICS
IUIaH.

Ona Bcrasia, ofgouia KOpoBy, NOKOPMUJIA CBUHBIO, TOYMCTUIIA KAPTOIIKY.

B BocbMOM yacy, 3eBasi ¥ NOTATUBAsACh, BbIET U3 1oma Penop. YeuaeB Bepy, OH BCIIOMHUI
HOYHOE MTPOUCITIECTBHE, IOMPAYHEI U cOOpaJICsl ObUIO HAOPOCUTHCS HAa HEE C PyraHblo, a TO U C KyJia-
KaMM, HO OHa ycIiesia IepexBaTuTh UHUIIMATUBY.

— ®ens, — mporopopuiia 03a00YEHHO, — KaKHMCh, KOpoBa 3axBopana. 51 che3ky k Jlapucke B
MOCEJIOK, MOKET, JaCT KaKoe JIEKapCTBO.

Pacuer Obi1 BepHbIll — BeprHa Oone3Hb HUUYTh Obl Pefopa He Oropumiia, HO KOpoBa Oblia
OJIHOM M3 OCHOB €ro MaTepuajbHOro Onaromosyuus, 1 Penop, moMpadHeB, O3BOJIII ChE3IUTh B
MIOCEJIOK U JJa’Ke BbIJAJl €1 HEMHOTO JIEHET, TOJIbKO BeJIeJl BEPHYThCS HE MO3XKeE TpeX.

B necsarom yacy Mumo ux niepees[ia mpoeskaj Ha Ape3rHe 00Xoquuk asis [laima, oH 1 rnoases
Bepy no noceska.

®enpmamepuria Jlapuca nuna yaii y ceds Ha Bepanze. [Ipurnacuna Bepy 3a crod, 1o51ro Beicpa-
1MBaja o Ku3HU. Bepa pasroBop nojzepkuBajia HEOXOTHO, HAKOHEI CKa3aja, YTO Y KOPOBbI UTO-
TO HeJIaJHO ¢ BbIMeHeM. Jlapuca pa3bupanack U B KOPOBBUX OOJIE3HSIX, TMOAPOOHO pacCIpocriia U
BhIIIMCAJIa UXTUOJIOBYIO Ma3b. [Ton koHen Bepa HeyBepeHHO poroBopuJia:

— U emte BOT 4TO. .. HET JIU y TeOsI 4ero ot 6eCCOHHMIIbI?

— Yero? — Jlapuca ycraBuiiach Ha Hee yAMBJIEHHO. — Yero Thl ckazana?

— Crutio 4TO-TO MJIOXO, — CMYIIIEHHO NosicHuiIa Bepa.

—3ITO C TBOMM XO3SIIICTBOM-TO? — HEJIOBEPUMBO Mepecnpocuiia denbamepunia. — Bot He mose-
pHUIIb — TIEPBBIA pa3 TaKoe OT MPOCTOi 6albl CITBIITY, YTOOB OeCCOHHMIA! DTO y TOPOACKHX, Y TeX
OBbIBaeT, YTO HOYBIO HE 3aCHYTh, a HAIITK TaK HAJIOMAIOTCS, YTO HE YCIIEBAIOT JI0 KpoBatH joutu! OmHa
TOJIBKO €CTh Ipo0JieMa — YTO YTPOM He IPOCHYThCS !

— Hy tak Bce-taku — HeT i yero? — kantouwia Bepa. — Jlexy u jiexy 1o nonHouun, GeapkuH
Xparl CJIymao. .. A Ha JIOMKY BCTaBaTh B MOJILIECTOTO. ..

Jlapuica nopeliack B CBOE alTeuke U CyHyJIa MAlMEHTKE Mapy YIakKoBOK AUMEAPOIa.

Hans INama Ha oO6paTHOM myTH TIoziBe3 Bepy 110 niepeesna, 1 oHa BepHYJIach MOYTH BOBPEMSI.

Boiins B oM, MocTaBrIa Ha CTOJN OYTHUIKY BOJIKH.

—3TO YTO 3TO ThI TAK Pa30ILIACh? — HEJOBEPUUBO OcBeJoMuUIICs Peslop, OIHAKO HE yepKascs,
HaJIW cTakaH. Bepa npuHecna eMy MajloCOJIbHBIX OI'YPUYMKOB, IOJCENA 3a CTOJN, CMOTpeJia, Kak OH
bET, TIOTIEPEB KYJIAKOM TOI00POJIOK.

— YT0-TO KaKas BOJKA CTpaHHas1, He NajeHas ju? — nporosopui Penop, HaaMBast BTOPOU CTa-
KaH. — Y Koro Opana?

— ¥ Mapbu CrenaHoBHBI, Ha CTaHIIMM, — Y€CTHO oTBeTMIa Bepa.

®denop TyT ke IOBECEIIEN:

— A exenu 1 najeHasi, C MOMM 3JI0pOoBbeM 3T0 Hudero! M BooOIiie, BOAKY IJIOXON He ObIBaeT —
OHa JInOOo Xopormas, Juoo. . .

JlorOBOpUTDb OH HE yCHes — TKHYJICS JIMLIOM B CTOJ U 3aXparied.

A Bepa Bckounia u 3a0eraja 1o Jiomy.

[lepBbIM /1€10M OHa Hallula CBOM MacloprT.
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®enop npsATaN ero B KOpOOKE M3-TOJ MUMIOPTHOTO Yasi, KOTOPYIO 3aCyHYJ 32 MOTOJOYHYIO
Oanky. Bepa kak-To 3amMeTniIa, Kak OH JIa3WI TyJa 3a KaKoW-TO HY)XHOW Oymaroil. Panblie et gaxe
HE TIPUXOJIMJIO B TOJIOBY TIOMCKATh JOKYMEHTHI — 3a4eM? Bce paBHO eii Hekyna uatu — 6e3 aeHer, 6e3
omexibl. Tereph ke oHa O6e3 KoeObaHMii Tojie3/1a 3a OaJIKy ¥ Halia TaM nacnopt. Y deapku yma He
XBaTHJIO 3aMpsTaTh €ro MOXUTpee WM OH ObLT yBepeH, uTo Bepa HUKy/a OT Hero He IeHeTCsl.

I[Nocrne ona xoTesna o0mapUTh €ro KApMaHbl — Ha IOPOTY €i HYKHO OBbLJIO XOTb CKOJIBKO-TO JICHET.
Ho TyT eii moBe31o: 3ariisiHyB B KJI1aI0BKY, YBU/IENA TaM CTapblil, JaBHO He paOOTAIOIIHIA TEeIEeBU30pP.
3anymanack, 3auem denop ero 37ech JAEPKUT, HA BCAKHUI CIy4yaill OTBUHTWIA 33JHIOI0 KPBIIIKY U
OOHApYKWJIa BHYTPU TOJMATHIICHOBBIN MAKeT, HAOUTHIN JIeHbIaMU.

— Bor oHO uTO! — poroBopuia, BCIOMHUB CTPaHHBIX TOCTEN, KOTOPBIE 3ae3xkaii K Pegopy no
HovaMm. Ha Bpems 3THX BU3UTOB OH ee KyIa-HUOYIb BHIITPOBAKMBAJ, & OTOM BBITPYXkKaJl B MOABAT
KaKHe-TO SAIMVKYU W MEIIKH.

Bepa poragpiBanace, uto ®enop npsiyer y cedsl B MoABajie TOBAphl, YKpaJeHHbIE U3 BarOHOB,
HO He Jie3na B ero jena. [Ipueszxan KocTuk Ha rpy30BUKe, U €llle OIMH MYKHK C MUKPOABTOOYCOM.
KocTtuk nHOrIa mocMarprBai Ha Hee 1 Bee Oaarypuil. BoguTens MUK poaBTOOyca, HA0OOPOT, TIIsIIeN
KaK Ha ITyCTOe MeCTO.

Bepe ObU10 BCe paBHO, YeM OHU 3aHUMAIOTCSI.

Ho teneps oHa nojymasia, 4to 3a 3TOT yXKACHBIN TOJI 3aCITyKHJIa XOTh KaKyl0-TO KOMIIEHCAITHIO,
1 3a0paja U3 MakeTa HeCKOJIbKO TUIOTHBIX Mavek. [lorom nmogymana u ocraBuia nage. [Tauku Obuu
NEPETSHYThl PE3UHKOM, B KQXA0M — IO CTO ThICSY.

Terepb XOTh ¢ AeHbraMu y Hee He OyaeT mpooyieM.

Bepa BbITanmmia U3 OJHOW MAaYKM HECKOJIBKO HOBEHBKHX HIypIIAIIMX OyMaxeK — Ha JOpory,
OCTaJIbHBIE JEHBIM aKKypaTHO yBsi3aJla B LIBETACTBIM CUTLIEBBIM IUIATOK U MOAKOJIOIA aHITIMACKOW
OyJIaBKOHM M3HYTPU K TIOOKJIAAKE TUIAThSI.

[Tnatbe OBLIO KYTKOE — BBUIMHSIBIIEE U 3aCTUPAHHOE €Ba JIM He JI0 JbIp. Y Hee BCs ofekaa
OblIa Takas, Ja ¥ TO HE CBOSL.

Harocnienok 3arsisiHys1a B KOMHATYy.

denop cnasn, MOBAIMBIIKCH JIUIIOM Ha CTOJ, BpeMsi OT BPEMEHH TsKesIo BexpamnbiBas. [laxe
3TOT Xpan ObLI 37IbIM U MpayHbIM. Bepa yBuena ero MsCUCTBIN 3aThUIOK, KPACHYIO 1110, TOPYAIIyIo
13 BOPOTA BHITOPEBIIE pyOaxu, U MepeepHyIach OT HETIPUSI3HU.

Lenblit ron oHa mpoxuiia ¢ HAM!

ITOT roA HY)XHO 3aCUMTHIBATH 3a JIBAa WM JaXe 32 TPU, KAK Ha BOWHE, TAK YTO OHA CIOJHA
OTOBLIA CPOK 32 YOUICTBO. . .

3a yOMiicTBO, KOTOPOTO HE COBEpIIaa.

[pexnae yem yiTu, B3JIsIHYJIA HA CBOE OTPaKeHUE B MyTHOM TPECHYTOM 3€pKaJie.

Ona JaBHO yke He CMOTpesach B 3epKasio, YTOOB HE pacCTpauMBaThCs, M cefuac efBa y3Haja
ce0s1 B TOM M3MYYEHHOW JepeBeHCKOW Oade CpedHUX JIeT C BHITOPEBIIMMU Ha COJHIIE, HEPOBHO
MOCTPUKEHHBIMH M TUIOXO BHIMBITHIMU BOJIOCAMH, B CTAPOMOJJHOM CHTIIEBOM ILIaThe U OechopMeH-
HOU cTapyuieubeld KOTe ¢ BHITSHYTHIMU PyKaBaMU.

Kro noBepwur, uto eii eiie HeT TpuaaTu?

Kto noBepur, 4to Bcero rof Hazaj oHa padoTaja B KPYITHOM, M3BECTHOM OaHKe, oOIaiach
C YCHEIIHBIMH, 00eCIeYeHHbIMHU JIIOABMU, HOCHUJIA OfICKAY NMPUIMYHBIX (PUPM, MOcemaia JOporue
pectopaHbl?

OHa 1 cama B 3TO yke He Bepuiia. 1o ObUIO B APYTOU KU3HU, 3TO OBLTIO C APYTUM YETIOBEKOM,
OT KOTOPOT'O Tereph OCTalIach TOIBKO BHITOpEBIIasi 000I0uKa J1a eme uMs — Bepa. ..

Bepa nocnennuit pa3 orssinysack Ha Pejiopa U BbIIIUIA U3 AOMA.

Jla MOXHO JI Ha3bIBaTh IOMOM 3TY KaJIKYI0 XUOAPKY, IPUTYJIUBIIYIOCS HEMOJAJIEKY OT XKeJie3-
HOZIOPO’KHOTO Tepeesa’?
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Ona B3IsIHYJIa B CTOPOHY K€JIE3HOM JOPOTY U MOHsLJIA, YTO TyJa ed IyTh 3aKka3aH. OYHyBILKCS,
denop B nepBylo ouepens Opocutes K asae [lamre, y3HaeT, He MOABO3WII JIM OH €€ J0 ropoja, Moro-
BOPHT CO CTPEJIOYHUKAMH U ITyTEBBIMU OOXOMYMKAMU. 3HAUUT, HY’KHO UATH B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY, KaK
MO’KHO JJaJIbIIIE OT JKEJIE3KH. . .

3a nocneqHuii rog Bepa npuBbIKIIa MPOXOAUTD MENIKOM OOJIbIINE PACCTOSHUS, M CefiUac OHa
JIETKO OTMaxaJia IsATh C MOJIOBUHOM KMJIOMETPOB 0 II0CCE, 110 KOTOPOMY ITPOXOANIA MEXTyropo-
Hble aBTOOychl. Tam OHa ycTpowsiach B T€HH IOJ OSTOHHBIM KO3BIPHKOM OCTQHOBKHM M JI0KJAJIaCh
aBtoOyca Ha [letepOypr.

Boaurenb, KOTOpOMy OHa CyHyJ1a OJHY U3 HOBEHBKUX XPYCTAIIMX KyMop U3 TaiiHuka Penopa,
MOCMOTpEJI € TIOJO3PEHUEM, HO HUYEro He CKa3all, OTCUMTal crady. Bepa nmpucrpounnach Ha cBOOON-
HOE MECTO B CAMOM XBOCTe aBTOOyca, OTKMHYJIACh HA CIMHKY CHJIEHbs U TIPUKPbLIA T71a3a.

3acHyTb €il, KOHEUHO, HE yIaJIoCh.

[Nepen BHyTpeHHUM B30POM MPOOETain Te COOBITHSI, KOTOPBIE TOJ] Ha3a/l IPUBEJIH €€ B JIOMHUK
Ha repees/ie.

Bepa paboTasna B KpeqUTHOM OT/Ielie KPYITHOro OaHKa, 3aHUMaIach KpeAMTOBAaHUEM I0pUInye-
ckux jmil. JIngus KoctpomyHa Oblia ee HermocpeJCTBEHHON HayaJIbHUIIEH. XapakTep y Ha4aIbHHIIbI
ObLT JOBOJIHO CTEPBO3HBIN, HO JI0 TOCJIEAHETO BpeMeHH ¢ Bepoil y Hee OTHOIIeHsT ObLITM POBHBIE.

N3menwniocy Bce mpuMepHO 3a MoJroaa 1o Toro AHs. Jlnaus crana no KaxaoMy HE3HAUUTEb-
HOMY TIOBOJy BsI3aThCsl K Bepe, MOCTOSHHO BHICTaBIIsIa €€ B HEBBITOJJHOM CBETe Tepei OaHKOBCKUM
HayasibCTBOM. 1o HecKonbko pa3 mpoBepsijia Kaxk bl MOArOTOBJIEHHBIN €10 JJOKYMEHT U pa3ayBaja
MoOYI0 HE3HAUYMTENILHYIO OIIUOKY.

Bepa He moHMMasia IPUYMHBI TAKOTO OTHOINIEHHsI, HO €l OCTaBaJloCh TOJIBKO padoTaTh BABOE
BHUMaTe/IbHee M Kak MOXHO TIIaTeJIbHee MPOBEPSTh KAKAYI0 Oymary.

Bce 310 ckazanock Ha ee HepBax. Bepa cTana 6ecrioKOMHON U pa3apakUTEIbHOM, IJIOXO CIaa,
MHOTI/A Kpyuyaja BO CHE.

Kupwiin 3a6ecriokomnics, MpeiyIoKuI e Kakue-To JIerkue TabJIeTKU, HO OHM HUIYTh He TIOMO-
ramu Bepe. Ee cocTosiHMe ¢ KakapIM JHEM YXYIIIAIOCh, BCKOPE HAYaJIUCh TOJIOBOKPYKEHHS U KpaT-
KOBpEMEHHBIE TIPOBAJIBI TIAMSTH. . .

BnesarHo Bepa nouyBcTBOBasIa KaKOE-TO OCTOPOKHOE MPUKOCHOBEHKE, OTKPhLIA IJ1a3a.

Psinom c Heil cuaen 3aropesblii MyKHK JIET COpOKa B HQIBUHYTOW Ha IJ1a3a Kernke. Buaumo, ot
Ka4K¥ OH NPUJIBUHYJICS BIUIOTHYIO K Bepe 1 ypoHuMII pyKy eil Ha KOJICHO.

— Ians, 3a pykamu cieau! — nporoBopriia Bepa HeoBosIbHO, COpOCHIIa €ro pyky.

— Oi1, Tets1, 00bHO Thl MHE HyXHa! — (DBIPKHYJI TOT ¥ KPUKHYJI BOJUTETIO Yepe3 BeCh aBTOOYC: —
Oxono 3aneunsi octaHoBuch! — IToTomM cHOBa noBepHyJics K Bepe, ciBUHYN M3kKeBaHHBI OKYpOK
B yroi pra u nporeant: — Toxe MHe, KOpoieBa KpacoThl OThicKanack! Komy Thl HykHa, KOpoBa
nepeBeHcKast? ThI ellie paioBaThesl JOMKHA, €KeTd TeOs MyKUrMHA TONTyTall, XOTh Obl M TIO OIIUOKe !

Bepa xotena oTBETHTH €My pe3KO, HETIPUS3HEHHO — HO HACTPOs He ObLJIO, MU OHAa CMOJTYaa,
MPOIJIOTHIIA OOHTY.

ABTOOYC 3aTOPMO3HUIL.

MyXUK B KENKE HETOPOIUIMBO MOAHSIICA, BPAa3BAJIKY IPOLLIE 10 IIPOXOAY HA KOPOTKUX KPUBBIX
HOTaX, CIPBITHYJ Ha acabT U TYT Xke CKPBUICS 32 TOBOPOTOM.

ABTOOYC TPOHYIJICH.

Bepa mammHanpHO MpoBeprIia KapMaH M ¢ TPYCThIo YOeIuIach, YTo KOIIEIeK Mpomall.

Tak 4TO 3TOT HAIJIBII TUI 3P BPEMEHU HE Tepsi. ..

Bnpouem, Ha ¢poHe BceX MPOUMX HECUACTHI MOTepsi KOIIEIbKa IMoKa3aiach e Meoubio. Tem
6oree 4To oHa cooOpasuiia OOJBIIYIO YaCTh JAEHET CIPATATh 32 MOAKIA/IKY.

Bepa Ha Bcakui ciyyai orisiena oCTajabHbIX COCeIei.
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CnpaBa cujiesna TojcTast CTapyxa ¢ KOp3MHOM KJTyOHMKH Ha KOJIEHSIX, CJIeBa — MOHAXUHS B TUIOT-
HOW YEpHOU HaKHUJKe.

YcnokouBimcs, Bepa cHOBa MpHKpbUIa I1a3a U MOrpy3uiiach B BOCTIOMUHAHUSI.

Hakanyne toro ans Jlunus ycrpowia el coBeplieHHO HEeMpuInYHbIi ckanaain. Camoe oou-
HOE, YTO YCTPOWJIAa OHA €T0 BOBCE Ha ITyCTOM MecCTe.

Hauanocsk Bce ¢ Toro, uro Jluaus nomponuia kK BepuHomy croiy, Opocuiia Ha Hero KOMIbIOTEp-
HYIO pacrievaTKy U 3a0pajia XaMCKUM Oa3apHBIM IOJIOCOM:

— Yro 310 Takoe? Ilouemy nokymeHTHI IO «OCTUHBECTY» O CUX NOP He MoAroToByieHbl? Tol
YTO, HE 3Haelllb, YTO CPOK MpOIIeN yxe Heaemo Hazaa? Tel uTo, HE YMTa A MyHKT O MITPadHBIX
caHkimax? Yto Tel qyMaenb — OaHK JOJIKEH HECTH PACXOJIbl M3-32 TBOEH JIeHH U HeCOOPaHHOCTH?

Bepa ynuBiieHHO MoAHsUIAa HA HAYAJIBHUITY B3IJISI M TIPOTOBOPUMIIA, CAEPKHUBasi HapacTaoliee
pazapaxeHue:

— JIupna, HO s BoOOIIIEe He 3aHNUMaIOCh «OCcTHHBECTOM» | DTO KJIIMEHT Ma3oBeIKoro. ..

Ta, omHaKo, HUUYTh HE CMYTUJIACh U MPOIOKUJIA C TOH e CKaHAATbHOW WHTOHALIMEH:

— Y Hac HeT CBOMX U 4ykUX KJIMeHTOB! Ma3oBelKuil — MOJIOOM COTPYAHUK, ECJIU Thl BUAUIID,
YTO OH HE CIIPABJISAETCS, JOIKHA MPEATIOKUTh €My CBOIO TIOMOIII!

70 ObLJTa yXKe MOMHasl YyIib. [IOMBITKY J1e3Th B 4yXyI0 paOOTy HUKTO M HUKOT/IA HE TPUBET-
CTBYET, a Y’ B OAHKOBCKOM JieJieé OHU M BOBCE HeJOMycTUMBbI. Kaxaplii nesaeT cBO YacTh Aena U
OTBEYaeT 32 CBOU OIINOKH.

Bepa, Bce erie crapasich cAepKUBATLCS, TPOU3HECIA BCIIYX 3Ty OYEBUIHYIO MBIC/b, HO Jluaus
3aKycusIa yauia.

— W xax[plii JeHb ThI OMa3JbIBaellb Ha paboTy! — Bomuia oHa. — B IpoIuIsil BTOpHUK MpUIILIA
BOOOIIIE TOJIHKO K 00ey!

— Ho s 3apanee otnpocusiack. .. MHE HyXKHO OBLJIO IOTNACTh K CTOMATOJOTYy. . .

— Teou nuuHBle TTpoOIeMbl HUKOTO He BOHYIOT! CBOM e1a HY)KHO AejiaTh B CBOOOJHOE OT
paboTsl Bpemsi! Vu ThI lyMaeliib, YTO CBSI3b C OHUM U3 PYKOBOJHTENEN OaHKa CTaBUT TeOst B 0c0O0e
TOJIO’KEHUE U ThI CTaJIa HEMPUKacaeMoil?

Dto ObLT BOOOIIIE yIap HUXE Mosica.

YV Bepbl ObUIM XOpOIIIME OTHOIIEHUS C 3aMECTUTEIIEM YIIPABJISIOIIErO MO CTPATerMueCcKIM Mpo-
ektam Bacuimmem HukonaeBnyem CTaplieBbIM, YMHBIM M OOpa30BaHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM CPEJHUX JIET,
Cepbe3HBIM (PMHAHCOBBIM aHATTUTHKOM U CHEHAIMCTOM 10 IIeHHBIM OyMaraM. Ho 3To Obutn UMEHHO
APYXKECKHE OTHOIICHHSI, HUYEero OobIero!

Bepa He BbAEpKaia, BO3MYTHIACh, HAKpUYAJia HA HAYAJIbHULLY, HAYaJICSl CaMblil HACTOSIIMIA
CKaHOaJ.

B cawmpiii pasrap storo ckangana Bepa Bapyr nepexsaruia B3nsa Jluauu. DToT B3NS ObLUT
CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ YIOBJIETBOPEHHBIM, Kak OyATO Ta NOOWJIach TOro, 4ero xotena. Bripouem, uepes
CEeKYH/y BbIpaXXEHHUE ee JIMIIA CHOBA M3MEHUJIOCh, Ha ITIeKaX MPOCTYIWIIH MSITHA HEPBHOTO PYMSIHIIA,
TOJIOC CTaJ PE3KUM U UCTEPUYHBIM. . .

W Bce 3T0 MpOUCXOIMIIO Ha T71a3aX COTPYJHUKOB!

Bepa noiimasia ceOst Ha ToM, 4TO XOTesa Obl, YT0OBI JInns repecrana CymecTBoBarb. Ymeprna
OBl IpsIMO ceftuac, HemeuieHHo. M oHa, Bepa, Morsia Obl €if B 5TOM IOMOYb. .. TOBOPSI JPYTUMHU CJIO-
BaMM, OHa rOTOBa ObUIA YOUTH CBOIO HAUQJIBHUILY.

A Ha crenylomui eHb OHa CTOsiIa Haj TPyHoM JIMauu ¢ OKpOBAaBJIEHHBIM TOJCBEYHUKOM B
pyKe.

Bepa He nomMHMIIA, YTO CIIYYMIIOCH B T€ HECKOJIIBKO MUHYT, KOTOPBIE MPOIIUIA MEky 3BOHKOM
B JIBEPb U 3TUM CTpAIHBIM MrHOBeHHeM. Ho OHa MOMHMIIA BUEPAIITHIOK CCOPY, MOMHIJIA BHE3AITHO
OXBaTHBIIYIO €€ HEHABUCTh, TOMHIJIA PACTEPSIHHbBIC B3IJISI/IBI COCITYKUBIIEB. . .

Heysxenum 310 OHa BBITIOJTHWIIA CBOE BUepalllHee HaMepeHue 1 youia CTepBy-HavyaIbHUILy ?

A ecnu He OHa — TO KTO?
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Kpome Hux 1BOMX, B KBapTHpe OOJbIle HUKOTO He OBUIO. . .

Bepa 3ameranach Mo KBapTHpe, MOMBITATACh OTMBITh 3JIONOJYYHBIN TOJCBEYHUK, HO TIOTOM
BCTMIOMHMJIA, KaK B KaKOKN-TO TEJICBU3MOHHOM Niepeaye SKCIepT-KPUMUHAIICT TOBOPHII, YTO Ha OpY-
Uy yOWICTBA BCErJa OCTAIOTCS ClIebl KPOBH, Kak Obl YOMIAlIa HU TBITAJICS UX OTMBITh.

N notom — urto nenath ¢ Tpynom?

Jlaxxe ecnm OHa KaKMM-TO YyJIOM CyMeeT OT Hero M30aBUThCS, HABEPHSIKA KTO-TO U3 cOoce/ieit
pugen Jlnguo. ..

Her, 310 TONBKO B KMHO JIOBKHE MPECTYITHUKU YMYAPSIIOTCS 3aMECTH CJIEbl. .. HO JaXe UX B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB BBIBOJISIT HA YHCTYIO BOTY !

Bepa cena Ha 1on B puxoxei U pa3pblaaach.

Omna npencraBuia, 4To ee KIET — Cyll, KaMepa, 30Ha. .. ¥ TI030p, M030P, HEBBIHOCUMBIN 11030
OHnHa — npecTynHuIa, yOunIa. . .

W TONBbKO TYT BCIOMHMJIA O TOM €IMHCTBEHHOM YeJIOBEKE, KOTOPBIA MOXET €€ CIACTH.

Benp y Hee ecth Myx, Kupwin! Kak oHa morna 3a6eiTh? OH criaceT ee, BBITAIIUT U3 TOTO
0ecrpocBeTHOTO TyIMuKa!

Bepa cxBaruina MoOWIBHUK, HaOpata TenedoH Myka U, eIBa YCIbIIIIaB ero rojoc, COMBYMBO
MIPOTOBOPHJIA:

— Kuproma, poaHoi, ciyyuiiach yxacHasi Bellib!

— Uro Takoe, MaJibIi? — 03a004E€HHO Niepecpocil oH. — Thl onana B aBapuio? Thl He mocTpa-
nana?

— 4 — Her... — nponenerana Bepa. — 4 He nocTpagana... HO oHa... JIuaus... oHa, Kaxercs,
MepTBa. ..

Bepa B3mIsiHYy/Ia HA OKPOBABJICHHOE TEJIO, HA PACTLIBIBAIOIIYIOCS 110 KOBPY JIYKY U J00aBUJIA:

— Ona TO4YHO MepTBa. ..

— Kr0? — nporosopun Kupuin ynusnenso. — Kro takas Jlunusa?

— Most HaYaNbHUIIA. . . TIOMHHUIIIb, s1 3HAKOMUJIA €€ C TOOOI Ha HOBOTOJJHEM KOPITOPATHBE. . .

— He nmomH10, HO 310 HeBakHO! YUTO C Hel CITyYMIIOCh M KAKOE OTHOIIIEHUE 9TO UMeeT K Tede?

— Camoe nipsiMoe. .. — Bepa criiotHys1a, B3siia ce0s1 B pyKH M IMPOU3HECHa TO, B 4eM 00silach
MIPU3HATBCS caMoi cede:

— Kupa, kaxercs, 51 ee yourna. ..

Kakoe-To BpeMs B TpyOKe Mouaiu, u Bepa yxe uciyranach, 4To My OTKJIIOUWIICS U eH TTPH-
JeTCs PacCUMTHIBATH TOJNBKO Ha cebs1. Ho 3aTemM cHOBa pasjasicsi ero rojoc, yke COBCEM Ipyrou —
CEepbE3HBIH, CTPOIUiA 1 HEMHOI'O PaCTePSIHHBIN:

— Thr... TbI yBepena?

—4... 1 HU B YeM He yBepeHa, HO... HO MHaue 3To He oObsicHUTh! Kupa, npuesxkaii ckopee
JOMOW, MHE OUY€Hb CTPAIITHO!

Kupumn eme kakoe-to BpeMsi MOI4ajl, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 Bepa moHsia, 4To OH JyMaeT, UIIEeT
BBIXOJI U3 TYIHKA.

U oH cHOBa 3aroBOpUIL.

— Her... MHe He Hy)XHO cefiyac NosIBJISIThCS IoMa. Mbl ciiesiaem mo-jpyromy, massiii. [Ipues-
’ail B HOBbII TOProBbIil LeHTp Ha HeBckoMm, Bo3ie MOCKOBCKOro Bok3asla. TaM Ha MEpBOM 3Taxke
ecTh Kage, s1 Oymy KaaTh TaM TeOsl yepe3 COpOK MUHYT.

Bepa He Bemana TpyOKy, e ObUIO CTPAIITHO CHOBA OCTAThCS OAMH Ha oiuH ¢ TpynoM. Y Kupuiin
TIOHS1J1, TIOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ CTPaX.

— Ilep&uch, Masbii! — MPOrOBOPHJI OH JJACKOBO. — MBI BCTpEeTUMCs, ¥ BCe OyAeT XOporio!

W ona noepuiia, uto Bce OyaeT xoporito. OHa BoooO1ie Beeraa Bepuia Kupuny.

Ho oH, nipex /e yem moBecuTh TPyoKy, JOOABILIL:

— TonbKo, MaJbIiI, BO3bMHU C COOOM NACHOPT.

— 3auem? — cpocuiia OHa YIMBJIEHHO.
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— Tak Hazo. 1o yacTh M1aHa. ..

Ha stot pa3z Kupuin noBecusn TpyOky.

A Bepa 3ameraace 110 KBapTUPE B ITOUCKAX Macropra. Kupuiu ckasai, 4ro 3To — 4acTh IUIaHa,
3HAUUT, Y HETO yKe eCTh IJIaH. ..

[Tacriopr Hamiesncst B caMOM HENOAXOJSIIEM MECTe — B SIMKE KyXOHHOIO CTOJa, BMECTE C
HOXaMHU U BWJIKaMu. Bepa cyHyna ero B CyMOYKY, MPUXBATHIIA €1le HEMHOTO JIeHeT U Opocuiiach K
BBIXO/lY, CTapasiCh HE CMOTPETh TYAA, TJIe JIeXKajI0 OKPOBABJIEHHOE TEJIO. . .

Omna BbIlIUIA U3 KBapTUPBI, CIIYCTUIACh BHU3. B IBEpsX CTOJIKHYJIACh C COCEAKOM C TPETHETO
staxa. Ta cyHynaach ¢ pa3sroBOpoM — CIIpOCHIIa, He 3HaeT Jiu Bepa, Korna B 3ToM rofgy OyayT OTKJII0YATh
ropsiuylo BOJy M Ha CKOJIBKO JiHel. Bepa oTBeTusa HeBnona v Noj YIUBJIEHHBIM B3[JIs1IOM COCEKU
BBICKOYMJIA HA YJIUILY.

HanpaBunack k CTOSIHKE MallliH, HO TaM MasiurJjI YeIoBeK B UepHOH popme.

Ot cTpaxa y Hee 3aTpsCIUCh HOTH, IEPECOXJIO BO PTY.

Pe3ko uzmenuB kypc, Bepa 3aiarana k Metpo.

Ilepen BxogoM B METPO CTOSLIH, BSUIO NIEPETOBAPUBASICh, ABOE MOJIULIEHUCKUX.

Cepnrie y Bepbl mpoBainiioch B KeTylI0K, OHA C TPYIOM B3sula ce0sl B PyKH U IPOIUIa MAMO
CTpaxkel nopsiaKa Ha HerHynmxcst Horax. OJJH U3 HUX CKOJIB3HYJI 110 HEel PaBHOIYIITHBIM B3IJISAOM,
YTO-TO BIIOJITOJIOCA CKA3aJl HAMIAPHUKY, M 00a 3aCMESIIUCh.

TosbKo crrycKasich 1o 3cKanaropy, Bepa cooOpasuia, 4To TOT 4esioBeK B (hopMe, KOTOPOro OHa
UCIIyTajlach, — BCETO JIMIIIb OXPaHHUK MapKOBKHU. BripoyeM, TyT ke mogymasa, yTo B METPO Jierye
3aTepsThCs, a4 U Ioe/ieT ObICTpee, YUUThIBast TPOOKH.

UYepes nosyaca oHa yke BXOAWJIa B TOProBbIM IIEHTP BO371e MOCKOBCKOTO BOK3aa.

3nech OBUTO MHOTOMIONHO, U Bepa monro He Moriia HaiiTu Kade.

Hakoner yBujena Brepeau sipKue CTOJMKY C HAPSJHBIMU KJIETUYATBIMH CKATEPTSIMH, CTOUKY C
KO(pEeHBIM aBTOMATOM.

Kupwin cuzen 3a KpailHUM CTOJIOM, BO3JI€ BXoAa B Kade, 1 BHUMATEIbHO OIVISBIBAICS IO
cropoHaM. Bepa rouyBcTBOBasIa HEKHOCTH M MOKOM. Tenephb Bee OyaeT XopoIo, MyXK eil 00s13aTesIbHO
TIOMOXKET.

Kupu 3amerun ee, mpuBcTas, moMaxaj pyKou. . .

Ceituac ee HENPUATHOCTH 3akOoHYarcs. Kupuiunl Bo3bMeT ee 3a pykH, IOCMOTPUT B IJla3a U
JIACKOBO IIPOTOBOPMT. ..

Honymarb 3Ty MBIC]Ib OHA HE ycIea.

K cronmuky Kupusia nmogonuti Tpu yenoBeka B OIMHAKOBBIX YEPHBIX KOCTIOMAX.

OpuH u3 HUX HakJoHWIcS K Kupwity, 4To-TO eMy HerpoMko ckazai. Kupusut B3aporuyi,
JEpHYJICS, HO IBOE JPYIMX CXBAaTWUJIM €0 C JBYX CTOPOH 3a JIOKTH, MIOJHSIA U3-3a CTOJIMKA, TIOBEIU
K BbIXOIy U3 Kage. JleBylIKa 3a CTOMKOM CTapaTesbHO Jejiajla BUJ, YTO HUYEro He 3aMevaerT.

Bepa 3acTbiia Ha MecTe Kak TpOMOM NOpaxeHHasi. 3eMiisi B OyKBaJbHOM CMBICIIE YXOAWIA Y
Hee u3-1of Hor. OHa MOMbITANACh MArHyTh K MKy, HO HOTU €€ He Jep:KaJii, TOIKAIIMBAIUCh, U e
MPULIUIOCH CXBATUTBCS 32 CTOMKY C OIEKA0M.

Kupwiin pacrepsiHHO ormsapiBajicsl. B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT OH BCTPETHJICS B3IVISIOM C KeHOil. B
€ro I71a3ax OHa POYMTaa CTPax U elle YTo-TO, YEro He CMOIJIA TIOHSATh. A €Ilie. . . ellle STUM B3[JIs10M
OH TIBITAJICS TTPEAYTIPEANUTH €€, YTOOBI OHA K HEMY He TIOIXO/MIIA.

Bepa npoBoxkaia ero B3IIsIOM, IOJIHBIM MYKH U PaCTEPSIHHOCTH.

Ona HUYero He NOHUMAJIA.

Yro npoucxonut? Ko 3111 iou B uepHom?

Onu yxe Hauu Tpyn Jlugun?

Ho Torna npu yem 3nece Kupusn?
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CrpaHHas rpyrmmna ObICTPbIM IIATOM YIAJISIaCh, CMEIIMBASICh C TONMON. Bepa mpukpbiia riasa.
Bce ObU10 Tak crpamiHo, Tak Oe3Ha/e)XHO W HenmoHATHO! Eil XoTesnoch MCYE3HYTh, yMEPETb WM
YCHYTb, YCHYTb HaJI0JITO. ..

A Moxet ObITh, OHa yke cruT? MoXeT ObITh, BCE 3TO €l TOJIBKO MPUCHUIIOCH — TpyM Jlunuu
Ha T0J1y, JIIOAU B YepHOM, yBoasimue Kupuia. ..

— XenmunHa, uyto ¢ Bamu? — Psjgom ¢ Bepoil ocraHoBWiIach mpojaaBIIUiia, MOAO3PUTETHHO
B3[JIsSIHYJIa Ha Hee.

Bepa yBugena cedst ee miazamu — OnieHasi, HaIyraHHasl KEHIMHA BLEMWIACh B OAEKHYIO
CTOMKY U CMOTPUT Tiepeji cOOO B TOMHOM PacTepsSHHOCTH... €e, Yero J0Oporo, MoryT MpHHATH 32
HapKOMaHKYy!

Bepa nposesna pykoil 1o ri1a3am, Iaraysia Brepe.

Horu cHoBa ciymanuch ee, ¥ OHa ToILIa Ky/a rj1a3a DIsiIsAT, Wb Obl OJAJTbIIe OTCIOAA.

UyBcTBa ee HEOOBIKHOBEHHO OOOCTPWINCh. Bce 3BYKM Ka3auCh CIMIIKOM TI'DOMKHMH,
3araxy — HEBBIHOCUMO CUJIbHBIMM, SIPKUI CBET pe3al 1a3a. [Ipoxons Mumo napgroMepHoil ceKImu,
Bepa enBa He 3a7J0XHYy/IaCh OT CMECH MPSHBIX, YAYIUTMBBIX apomMaToB. OHa MprubaBuia mary, crapa-
sCh Bce ke He OexaTb. [Ipoxoxue mapaxaauch OT Hee, YAMBIEHHO CMOTpenH Beiel. MyxkJuHa B
TEMHOM TH/KAKe YCTABUIICS HACTOPOKEHHO, MOA03pUTeIbHO. OH ObUT YeM-TO MOXO0XK Ha TeX TPOUX,
kotopble yBean Kupuina. Bepa npubaBuia mary, MomnsITanach NpuaaTh CBOEMY JIMILY BBIpAKEHHUE
YBEPEHHOCTH U Oe3pa3nuusi, HO 3TO y Hee TIOXO MOITyUYHIIOCh.

Hakoner ona BbIOpaiach Ha YIIHUILY.

Ho u 3nech cTpax He octaBui ee. Eil kKazanochk, 4To Bce BCTPEUYHbIE CMOTPAT Ha HEE C TEM ke
nofo3penueM. Kakas-To noxusias KeHIMHa [IarHyJjia el HaBCcTpedy U IporoBopuia:

— I'me 3mech mopyias youina?

— Yro? — Bepa oTiiatHy/1achk, Kak OT yaapa, CXBaTUIach 3a JIUILIO.

— I'ne 3necpy [logonbckas yauua? — MOBTOpWIJIA KEHIKMHA, HO YBUZEIA PaCIIMPUBIIKECS OT
yXkaca ra3a Bepbl 1 ucryraHHo oTcTynuia, CMeIaiach ¢ TOJIION.

Bepa nuta Bnepen, He pazOoupasi JOpPOTH, U BIPYT PSIOM pa3iajcs CKPUIl TOPMO30B U 3JI0H,
UCITyTaHHBIA TOJIOC:

— Twt kyma nipetib, upuotka? Tebe uto, kuTh Hamoeno? Tak Thl Ipyroe Mecto BhIOEpU, MHE
u3-3a Teds1 CUIETh HEOXOTa!

OHa oco3HaJia, YTO CTOUT Ha MPOE3KEN YaCTH, a PSAIOM C Hell — UyJIOM yCHeBIlasi 3aTOPMO3UTh
MallliHa ¥ BOAMTEJIb — KPACHBIN, pACTpPENaHHbIN, OIIaJIeBIIMIA.

HeBHsATHO M3BMHUBIIKMCEH, Bepa ObICTpO Mepeliia Ha JpyTryio CTOPOHY, BOIIUIA B KAKKE-TO JBEPH
U C YAUBJIEHUEM OCO3HAJIA, YTO UJET 0 NneppoHy MOCKOBCKOTO BOK3aJa.

— o orxoma maccaxupckoro noeszga coodmenueM I[letepOypr — [orexoHck ocraercst oaHa
MHUHYTa! — Iporpemest rojioc B perpoaykrope. — [IpoBoxkaronyx npocum NOKMHYTh BaroHs!!

HeBnaneke ot Hee 1o neppoHy 1IN JIBOE MOJULEUCKUX B (DOpME, Ha MOSICE y OHOTO M3 HUX
pacKkayMBaJIMCh HAPYYHUKH.

Bepa Bapyr ¢ HEOOBIKHOBEHHO! SIPKOCTBIO MPECTABMIIA, KAK 9TH HAPYUHHUKH 3aIIEIKUBAIOTCS
Ha ee 3arsCThsIX, JaxKe MOYyBCTBOBaIA OOJb B CIABJIEHHON KOCTOUKE. ..

Pemenue npunuio BHe3anHo. OHa 11ardyna B IBEpU BaroHa.

— Burner! — cTporo nporoBopm1 pOBOTHMK, PHIKHIA, TUIOXO BRIOPUTHIH [sbKa ¢ OOPOIABKON
Ha IIEKe.

—41... y Mens Her... — 3a6opmoTaia Bepa. — Ho MHe o4eHb HYXHO yexaTb... O4eHb HYXKHO. ..

Ona jocrana Kolenek, yMOJSIolle B3IIsSHYJa Ha IPOBOAHMKA. TOT BOpoBaro orisjesncs,
MOHU3WJI TOJIOC U TPOTOBOPUIL:

— JlagHO, IOCHM TTOKA B MOEM KyIle, s cefiuac 000y BaroH u nogdepy tede Kakoe-HUOyIb
MmecTo!..
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Bepa GnarogapHo KuBHYJIa, IOPKHYJIA B CIIykKeOHOE KyIle, yCenach Ha JKeCTKYI0 CKaMblo U MpH-
KpbLia I71a3a.

W cHoBa yBUie1a OKpOBABJIEHHBIN 3aThUIOK JIMMK, pacIuibIBAIOLIYIOCS JTy’Ky KPOBH Ha KOBPE.

Ee cioBHO ondpocusio HEBUIUMOM TPy KUHOM.

B kyne Obuto AyIIHO, CTEHBI JAaBUJIM, Kak OyATo Bepa yxke okasajiach B OIMHOYHON Kamepe.
OHa BBIIILIa B KOPUAOP, TOJOILIA K OTKPHITOMY OKHY, IJIOTHY/IA BO3/1yXa. Bo3ayx ObLT MbLIbHBIA U
ropsTYMi, OH MPUHEC 3arax JerTs U pKaBUMHBL. 32 OKHOM IMpOIUTBIBaIM Tipuropons [etepOypra —
rapaxu, OeTOHHbIE KOPOOKH CKJIA/IOB U MAKIray30B.

Psiiom ¢ Heli 06pa3oBasicst HEBBICOKUI XYIOIIABBIA MY KHUOK C peIKUMHU IMPHITN3aHHBIMU BOJIO-
CaMH, C KaKON-TO HEMPHUATHON pacxXIsIOAHHOCTBIO B JIBUKEHUSIX.

— Kyna egem? — nporoBopui1, 3arssiasiBasi Bepe B riaza. — JIo KoHeuHoit?

— A BaM 4TO 3a J1eJ107 — HaCTOpOXUJIach Bepa, cMepuB He3HAKOMIIA B3IVISAOM.

— Jla MHe, cOOCTBEHHO, HUKAKOTO jiesia HeT. — TOT caslbHO yXMBUIbHYIICS. — MCKIIounTe IbHO
IJIsL TIPUSATHOTO pa3roBopa. Exkenu Thl 10 KOHEYHOU efielllb, CTajio ObITh, MbI C TOOOW 3eMIISIKU U
MOEM 3TO JIEJI0O OTMETUTb, K IPUMEPY, B BarOHE-PECTOPAHE. . .

— Hukakue mbl He 3emitsiku! — otMaxHysach Bepa u BepHysach B 1e:KypHOe KyInie. 3aiBUHYB 32
co00ii IBepb, MPUJIETIIa HA HKHIOIO MOJIKY, MOJIOKUB TI0]] TOJIOBY CYMKY, Ml HEO)KMIAHHO 3aipemMalia.

ITpocHynace OHa OT OCTOPOKHOTO PUKOCHOBEHM .

Han Heii cTosin peiKUil IPOBOJHUK, CMOTPEN BBUKMIATETBHO. 32 OKHOM OBbUIO TEMHO, TOE3]]
111€J1, POBHO MOCTYKMBasl Ha CTHIKAX PEJIbCOB.

— 4 yx TeOs1 He OynuIl, — IPOrOBOPUIT MTPOBOIHUK. — [ JIsKy — ymasiiack. S Tebe, Mexay mpo-
YMM, MECTEUKO Halllell, B yeTBeproM Kyre. Ho, 310, cama noHumaenib, HaJjo paccuurtarbcs. Y Hac
MIOKa YTO He KOMMYHM3M. U, cyas no Bcemy, He peIBUANTCS.

— Ja, koHeuHo, 6orbInoe ciacu6o! — Bepa cena Ha rosnke, mpoTepia riasa, OTKpblia CyMOYKY. —
Ckosnpko?

— A 310 cMOTps Kyaa Tebe HyxkHO. Exenu no koHia, no IomexoHcka, — ThICSAYY, a eXeJTH eIe
KyJa...

Bepa kuBana u peulach B cymouke. OHa NOMHWIIA, YTO TaM JieKaJsl KOIIEJEeK — HOBEHbKUI
OyMakHHMK U3 BUIIHEBOH Koxku. Ho ero He ObUIO, Kak KOPOBA SI3BIKOM CIIM3HYIA.

— D70 OUeHb Jaxe Mo-00KecKH! — MPOIOIIKaJl MPOBOJHUK, Clelis 3a ee pykamu. — B kacce ¢
TeOs1 OOJbIlIE BO3BMYT. . .

— UzBuHuTe, — nposnenerana Bepa, nogHuMasi Ha MpOBOAHUKA PACTEPSIHHBIN B3I, — Y MeHsI
KOILIEJIEK MTPOMAJl. .. HABEPHOE, YKPAJIH. . .

OnHa BCIOMHMJIA TIPWIM3aHHOTO MYXXHMUYKa BO3JIE OKHA, €0 MSATKKE, BOPOBATHIE JBUKEHUS,
CKOJIb3KHM B3IJIS. ..

— ITO YTO 3HAYUT — YKpaIn? — MPOBOIHUK HACYIUIICS, TPO3HO HABUC HaJl Bepoil. — DT0 Thl He
Ha MeHs1 1 ymaelb? Y Hac B Moe3/ie TAKOTo MOpsiika HeT, YTOObI BOpoBaTh! Y HAC, MEXKIY TPOUNM,
Opurana odpasroBoro odcmyxuBanus! Tak 4To Thl HE OYEHB-TO!

— 4] Bac He umena B Buay... — cMyTuiach Bepa. — HaBepHoe, 310 paHblLe. ..

— Panbiie! — nepenpasHui ee NpoOBOAHUK. — A TeNepb HE TO YTO paHblIe, TENEPh Y HAC HOBbIE
nopsiaky! DTo paHbllle MOXHO OBbLIO 33/1apMa, a Tereph BCE MCKIIIOUYMTENHHO 3a JeHbru! 3Haio s
takux! Jlener, Bunure iy, Hety! Ha xanaBy xouews npokarutbcs? Tak, 310, He BblieT!

— W3BuHuTe, — ronoc Bepsl 3aaposkai, Ha I1a3ax BBICTYIIWIIA CJIE3bl. — VI3BUHMTE, HO 4 IIpaBaa
HE XOTeJa. .. Yy MeHs ObLTM JEHBI'H, B KOIIEJIbKE, HO OH MPOMAa... 3[eCh ObUI TAKOW MYKYMHA TTOHO0-
3pUTEJIbHBIN, BEPT/ISBBIN TAKOU, C 3aJILICHHAMM. . .

— Tl MHE ceifuac 4To XOYellh COYMHUIIL! — 000pBaJI ee MpoBOIHUK. — JItoboro myxuka! Ecim
KTO 371eCh M €CTh MOI03PUTENbHBIN, Tak 3TO Thl! [Iprbeskana, kak OyaTo 3a TOOOW YepTH TOHSTCH,
3acKOumMIIa B BaroH... 1 Heyero Mue TyT mypry raars!
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—4... s mpaBay roBopio! — Bepa BHITpsIXHYJIa HA CKaMbIO COAEPKUMOE CYMKH, eIlle pa3 JIMXO-
pamovHo Bce nepedpasia. — BT Koleex .. ..

— Hy, nagHo, — mpoOBOOHMK BAPYT CMSATYMICS, TIofceN K Heil. — Co BesskuM ObiBaeT. UTo xe 1,
He 4JesioBek ? JIaJiHO, MOXeIllb eXxath, 51 e BHXKY, YTO TeOe OUeHb HYXKHO. ..

— Cnacu6o. .. — pacrepssHHO podopmoTaia Bepa, HEMHOTO OTOJIBUHYBIIHCH.

— TonbKOo ThI, 3TO, CaMa IOHUMAEThb. .. — MIPOJOJIKAN MPOBOJAHUK, CHOBA TMPUIBHUTasiCh K HEl
BILIOTHYIO. — DTO caMoe. ..

— Yro?! — Bepa Bxkanach B camylo CTEHKY. — DTO Bbl O uem?

— Hy, Tb1, 3T0, MaJI0JIETKY HECMBIIIUIEHYIO He M300paskaii! — (hbIPKHYI MPOBOAHUK, KaK 3aKHIIa-
IoIMi YaiiHuK. — B3pocias 6ada, nomkHa Bce moHuMath! Exxenu ieHer HeTy — BCeraa MOKHO JIOTO-
BopuThCsi! Thl MHE 3TO, Cpa3y MPUIIISIHYJIAC. . .

— Yro BbI UMeeTe B BuAy?! — BO3MYIIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ1a Bepa.

—3T0 camoe ¥ uMelo! — MPOBOIHKK BJABWII €€ B CTEHKY M YXBATWJI 32 TPy/b, HAIBUHYJICS BCEM
tesioM. — Jlopora, 310, IUIMHHAS, TaK YTOOBI HE CKy4aTh. .. []a He JIOMAaKCs Thl, TeOe caMoii TOHPaBUTCS !
S, Mex Iy mpovYnM, He KaKON-HUOYIb UMIUIAHTAHT. .. TO €CTh UMILIAHTEHT. . .

Bepa ¢ yxxacom cMoTpesia Ha €ro HaJIMBIIMECS] KPOBBIO I71a3a, HA PbIKUE BOJIOCKH, TOpYaIMe
13 HO3/Ipeit, Ha Oe300pa3Hyo 60poaaBky. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €Ile HEMHOTO — M €€ CTOITHHT.

— Oi1, KT0 3T0? — BCKPUKHYJIA, [T0Ka3aB Ha ABEPb KyIIe.

Kak HUM cTpaHHO, 9TOT CTapblil KAK MUpP U HAUBHBIIA MpHUEM cpadoTal — MPOBOIHKUK UyTh OTO-
JBUHYJICSI, IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY Y IIPOTOBOPHIL:

— Tyanets! oTkpoto nocie booposcka. . .

Bepa, BOCTIOIb30BaBIINCH €70 3aMEIIATeIbCTBOM, BCKOUMIIA, TOAHBIPHYJIA MO PYKY, AE€pHYJIa
JBEpb KyIle U BbUIETENa B KOPUIOP, a OTTyJa — B TaM-0yp.

Hagcrpeuy et agBurasics 1aBeniHuii MPpUIM3aHHbBIN MY KUUYOK. YBUIEB Bepy, oH mmpoko, dasib-
IIMBO YJIBIOHYJICS, MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAB MOJHBIN POT 30JI0THIX 3YOOB, U MPOTSIHYJL:

— Kaku-e mogu! Yto, Hagymaa HacueT BaroHa-pectopaHa, 3emyisiuka? Bogouku, Toro-cero. ..

Bepa nonstunack, HO 3a CIIMHOW Y HEE yxke BbIPOC IPOBOJHMUK.

— BoT OH! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa IeBYIIIKA, TIOKa3bIBas HA IPUJIM3AHHOTO. — BOT KTO y MeHS$ KoIesieKk
ykpa!

— Muxanbiu, — OOMKEHHO 3ampHuuTan Bop. — Tbl, HajelCh, efl He Bepuib? Thl ke MeHs
CKOJIBKO JIET 3Haellb!

— A Kak xe! — ockJ1abuiicst MpOBOIHUK, HacTymas Ha Bepy. — {1 Te6s1, CakBosik, ¢ caMoro JeBsi-
HOCTO YETBEpPTOro rofa 3Hal0 M UMeI0 HacueT TeOsl MCKIIIOUMTEILHO XOPOIIMe OT3bIBBI. TONBKO ThI,
CakBOsIK, IOAKKYypaTHee padoTai, 4ToObl He ObIJIO KacaTeIbHO TeOs 3THX. .. Kalo0 U MPeIoKeHui !
MHe oHu, caM NOHUMaelllb, HU K yemy!

Bepa nomnbiTanmace 000MTH MPOBOJHUKA, HO OH TPOYHO MEPErOPOIUII €M IOPOry.

— Trost mpaBna, Muxanbra! — norpycrHes npwin3aHHsiil. — Hacuer xano6 u ocoOeHHo npes-
JIOKEHHMH THI, KaK BCEr/a, MpaB. XOTsl OJHO MpeIokeHne Y MeHsI BCe ke MMeeTcs. DTO Bedb y HacC
ceiiyac Oy/IeT IBECTH YeThIPHAAIATHINA KUJIOMETp?

— TouHo! — yXMBUTBHYJICS IPOBOAHUK. — Thl, CakBOSIK, STy AOPOTY U3YUMJI, KaK CBOU MPUOIHU-
3UTEJIHHO MATH MaJbleB. BOT YTO 3HAUUT — OMBIT U MPAKTHUKA!

— A Ha IBeCTH IIECTHAALATOM MyTh MJET Ha MOABEM, — PACCYAUTETHHO MPOoAoKuI CakBOSIK.

— U onsATh B camyto TOUKY ! — 010Opui1 TpoBOIHMK. — Tobko, CakBOSIK, €CJTH ThI YETO 3a/1yMall,
s1 00 TOM 3HATh HE X0uy. Y MeHsl, caM IOHMMaelllb, padoTa. 1 UCKITIOUMTENTLHO XOPOIIINE OT3bIBHI.

OH xoten 100aBUTH €111e YTO-TO, HO B 9TO BpeMsI ABEPb TAMOYpa OTKPbLIACh, 1 B HEM MOSIBUJIACH
KpYIHasl IUPOKOIUIeyas TeTKa JIeT MIECTUAECATA B PO30BOM Xajare, C MaxpOBBIM IMOJIOTEHLIEM Ha
Iieye.

— Ilomorure! — BckpukHysa Bepa, KHHYBIIMCH K HEW.

JKenmmHa, OIHAKO, PEIIUTENIBHO €€ OTOABUHYJIA U TIPOLIEIIa JISASTHBIM TOJIOCOM:
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— Hedero MeHs TyT BTSIrMBaTh B CBOM mamHu! f skeHIMHA TPUIMYHAS, BOCIIUTAHHAS, BCIKOU
epyHIol He uHTepecyloch! Jlaxke 3amykeM He Oblla UCKJTIOUUTETBHO HU pa3y!

3aTemM OHa MOBEPHYJIaCh K MPOBOIHUKY U 100aBUJIa COBCEM JIPYTHM TOHOM:

— A BOT 4TO TyaJIeT B BallleM BaroHe 3aKphIT, 3TO HEMOPSIIOK !

— Tyanets! oTkpoto nociie boOpoBcka! — oTpesas ToT, JaBasi MOHSATH, YTO HE COOUPAETCs BCTY-
narh B AUCKYCCHU.

Terka momxkana ryobl 1 HEIOHATHBIM 00pa3oM mcuesna u3 TamoOypa. Bepa nombiTanacs ObLIO
TMOCJIeJOBATh 32 HEel, HO MPUIM3aHHbBIA BOP YXBATHII €€ 32 IIel0 U IPYKAJT K CTEHE.

— ThI Kya 3TO HaMBLTHJIACK? — TIpOIIUIIeN B camoe yxo. — Hezauem TeOe Tyna! TebOe ceiivac
COBCEM B JIPyryl0 CTOPOHY !

Bepa mbiTanack BEIpBaThCs, HO BOP JIEPXKAI €€, KaK B jKeJIe3HbIX KJIelax.

— Muxabrd, — MpOroBOpMII OH Yepe3 ee rojioBy. — YToi-To AymHo y Tedst B TamOype. Thl Obl
OBEPKY MPUOTKPbL!

— IIpUOTKpPHITH — 3TO MOXHO, — COJIMIHO KUBHYJ MPOBOJHUK. — [loueMy He MPHOTKPHIT.
ToJbKO eKeNu Thl ellie Yero 3ayMall — 51 HaCueT TOro He 3Halo ¥ 3HaTh He Xouy!

OH OTKpBLT BXOTHYIO ABEPb, U B TAMOYP BOPBAJICSI HOUHOM BETEP, CTYK KOJIEC Cealcs rpoMye
u Omke, B IpoeMe MPOMENbKHYJT TAIeKUi OTOHEK.

[TpoBOIHMK OTCTYNWII OT IBEPH U BHIIIEN U3 TaMOypa, yepe3 1iedo OpocuB BOpy:

— Iorom cam 3akpoerib! I TOMHU — 51 HIYETro O TBOMX Jielax He 3Halo!

CakBosx noxTammi Bepy kK oTkpbIToi ABepyu. OHa MOMBITANACh BUEUTHCS B IIPUTONIOKY, HO
OH JIETKO OTOPBAJ €€, BRITECHUI Ha TIOJHOXKKY. [10e3/1 HEeMHOTO 3aMe/InIT XOfI, CTYK KOJIEC CTall peske
u oTueTuBee. Bop TonkHyn Bepy miedom, oHa notepsiia paBHOBECHE U TOJIeTeNNa B TEMHOTY.

Uepes cekyHIy OHa ygapuiach OOKOM O HAacChIIlb, MOKATUJIACh TIO HEH, CTapasiCh CrpyNIMpo-
BaThbCs, 3aKPHITh pyKaMH rojioBy. HeckonbKo cekyH oHa KaTuiach, 00aupasi 00Ka v pyKH O TpaBuid,
Y HaKOHEI| 3aMepJia, paciylacTaBIIMCh HA MBLILHON CYyXOH TpaBe.

OueHb AONTO JIeKana Tak, CIymiasi, Kak MUMO IIPOHOCUTCS TIOE3]I.

Hakomer Bce 3aTHXJ10, M HACTYNWJIA 3BEHSIAs, TYJIKas TUIIMHA, KAKOM OHa He CIIbIIIaia MHOTO
neT. TombKO Ky3HEUMK OCTOPOKHO 3aCTPEKOTAaN, KOTJa B CTUX I'POXOT Moe3/a.

Bricoko B HEOE CHSIITN T'YCTOM POCCHITBIO 3BE3/IbI.

Bepa nepesesna gpixanue u cena.

Bce Teno ropeno u HBUIO OT YIMIMOOB, TOJIOBA KPYXKMJIACh, HO CEPhE3HBIX MOBPEXKICHUIN KakK
Oynro He O6bUT0. OHA BCTasa, crenaja HeCKOIbKO HEYBEPEHHBIX IIaroB U IMOILIa BIeped — cama He
3Hasl KyJia, YToObI TOJILKO HE OCTABaThCs HA MECTE.

Bckope naneko Briepeny oHa yBujiea TYCKJIbId OTOHEK U ipubasuia mary. Tenepsb y Hee Obuia
XOTh Kakasi-To 1esib. C KaxJbIM I11aroM rojioBa KpyKIach BCe CUiIbHee, B yIIax Oyxaso, HO OHa IIljia
¥ 111, IOHUMasi, YTO €CJIM OCTAHOBHUTCS U TIPUCSIIET, OOJBIIIE yKE HE CMOXKET MOTHATHCS.

OroHek poc, 1 IpUOIMKAIICS, U BCKOPE MPEBPATUIICS B OMHOKOE OKHO.

Bepa 1u1a kK 3TOMy OKHY, OCTYNasiCh ¥ CIIOTBIKASICh, TPEO0JIEBAast IyPHOTY U CIaOOCTh, U HAKO-
Hell pa3rJisijiena IOMUK, KaJIKyIo TIOKOCUBIIYIOCs XubapKy. Bosse Hee He OO HY IIBETOB, HA KYCTOB,
TOJIBKO JIOLIATHINA capail Aa elle Kakasi-To mpucTpoiika. Tepsis mocneanue cuibl, Bepa poramniach
10 IBepeit, OOJOKOTHIIACH O MIPUTOJIOKY U MOCTyYaa.

OTKpbLIU €ii 04eHb OBICTPO.

Bepa He pa3misgena CTOSIBILIETO B JBEPSX YeJIOBEKa — BOKPYT ObLIO TEMHO, a Y HEro B pyKax
ObLT IpKUH (hOHAPH, HATTPABJICHHBI MPSIMO € B JIUILIO.

— 3TO KTO ke 3T0? — MPOrOBOPHUJI X PUILIIBI MYKCKOU TOJIOC.

Bepa xotena OTBETHTH, HO CHJIbI OKOHYATEIbHO OCTABIJIM €€, M OHa TIOTepsijla CO3HAHUE.

Korma Bepa npuiiuia B ce0s1, OHa OUeHb JJOJITO MBITAIACh BCIOMHUTS, I7Ie HAXOAMUTCS.
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Huskuil 3aKOMUeHHBIN MOTONOK, Tojiasi JaMIovka 0e3 adaxypa, MaJIeHbKUE OKOIIKH... HET,
HUKOI/IA TIpesk/ie OHa He Oblla B 3TOM KOMHate!

C TpynoM NpUIOAHSBIIMCH Ha JIOKTE, OHAa IPOTOBOPUJIA 1y KUM HEyBEPEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

—TI'ne... roe g9?

Bo3iie kpoBaTy MosIBUJICS HE3HAKOMBIN MY KUYMHA C MPAYHBIM HEOPUTHIM JIMLIOM U TIPOX PUTIET:

— Hy Bot, HakoHer ouyxasnach! CKOJIBKO MOXHO BaIAThCs? A 32 TOOOM XOAUTH HE HAHMMAJICS !

— I'me a7 — noBTOpMIIa OHA, C yXacoM orisiibiBasi koMHary. — Kak s cioga nonana? Kro Bbl
Takomn?

— Bor untepecno! — nmpoueann Myxunna. — Cama Ko MHe IOCpeJy HOUM PUTAIINIIACh, U caMa
MeH$ paccripaliBaer!

— IMocpenu HOun? — nepecnpocuia Bepa.

B ee mamsaTu BCIUIBUIO HOYHOE HEOO, JIOpora MO HOYHOMY TONIO... 3ateM, B OOpaTHOM
MOPSIIKE — OTKPBITast IBEPh TaMOypa, HECYIIUECS] MUMO Hee CTOJIObI, TaJIEeKUe OTHHU. . .

— [IpuTammmiace 1 OTKJIIOYMIACH! — TPOBOPYAIT HE3HAKOMEIT. — A s TYT € TOOOM CKOPO HEeJeo
BOXKYCh, OYITO Y MEHsI CBOUX JieJT HETY !

— Henemo?! — B yxace BockmkHy/1a Bepa. — 4 3nech yxke nenyio Hepemo?!

— Mmenno yto nenyio Hepemo! Y s ¢ ToOOH LiesTylo HEeJeo BOKYCh, Kak Oy/ITO MHE 3a 3TO
marsat! Hy Bce, pa3 Thl ouyxasach — BcTaBaii, TyT TeOe He caHaTopuii! KopoBy 1ouTh Hafo, rpsaKu
TOJIOTh, ¥ 110 AoMy e ronHo! TToka ¢ ToGo# BO3MIICS, BCe 3aITyCTHII. . .

—Uro? — Bepa yauBiieHHO BeITapaliiach Ha He3HakomIa. — Bel uto, He B cBoeM yme? To ecTb,
KOHEYHO, criacuo0, 4TO YXaKMBaJIM 32 MHOM, 51 BaM OYeHb OJlarojiapHa. . .

— U3 cnacu6o 11yOy He combenb! — pIBKHYJ MyKHK. — CIIBIIIUIIb, KOPOBA MBIUUT?

W3-3a cTeHsl 1 BOPsMb pa3aBaioch BO3MYIIIEHHOE MblYaHHE HEIOEHON KOPOBBI.

Bepa nogymara, uto oHa 6pequt. 1o He ee ku3Hb! Bee 310 mpoucxoaut He ¢ He!

— Ho s... s HM pa3y B XU3HM HE JOWJIa KOPOBY! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia OHA, YTOOBI MOCTABUTh HA
MECTO 3TOTO CyMaclleIIero. — Y MeHsl HUYero He rnoay4urcs!

— Hayunibcs! 51 nokaxy!

Bepa Bcrana ¢ nocrenu. ['onosa ele Kpykuiach, 1 OHa B3slaCh PyKOM 3a CIIMHKY KPOBATH.
[NepeBens npIxaHue, NOMBITAIACH €111 Pa3 AOCTYYAThCS JI0 STOTO CTPAHHOTO YesIOBEeKa:

— Iocnymaiite, 51 eme pa3 Gnaromapio Bac 3a yxof, 3a TOCTEPUUMCTBO, HO MHE HYKHO Bep-
HYTbCs IoMOU. [ ie 3aech Onvkaiimas craHius?

— Bor kak? — myxuk ocknadbuics. — [lomoii 3axotena? Mosxer, Te0s elrie MoABe3TH O CTaHIn?

— Koneuno, 310 6b1J10 OB XOpOIIO. — Bepa BEIMy4YeHHO yiIbIOHYach. — § MOHMMAI0, YTO 3TO
cTouT AeHer... Y BooOine, st Bam JOMKHA 32 YXOJ U MPOKUBAHUE. . .

— Xopot1io, 4T0 MOHUMAaeIb!

— Bol He GecriokoiTech, 5 3aragy. . .

Bepa BciomHMITa, YTO KOIIEJIEK y Hee YKPaJH elle B [oe3/e, ¥ MOCTenHo jodasmia: — A mpu-
IIUTIO BaM JIEHEeT, KaK TOJIbKO J00epych 10 IoMa. . .

— Ara, TBI MEHsI COBCEM 32 Jypaka AepxkHuIlib! — MyxkurHa HaObIYHJIICS, B3TJISIHYJT HA Hee UCTION-
J100B4. — Bee, xBatut Oonrars! Mnn B xeB!

— Tocroiite! — xankum, HEYyBEepeHHBIM rojiocom nepedbuia ero Bepa. — INocroiite! Kak Bac
30ByT?

— Hy, nonycrum, ®enop!

— Tax Bot, ®epnop, s 00s3aTeTLHO MPUIILTIO BaM JEHET, KaK TOJIBLKO MpUeIy JOMON !

— Hy Bce, Tb1 MeHs1 goctana! — Myxk4nHa IBUHYJICS K HEH, IPO3HO CABUHYB OpoBU. — THlI,
TIOXO%ke, COBCEM C PeJIbCOB Chexasia, HO s TeOst OBICTPO 0OpaTHO MOCTABIIIO !

OH BBIJIEpHYJT U3 IITAHOB PEMeHb, YXBATHII €ro NoyIo0Hee U 3aMaxHyJics Ha Bepy:

— A ny B xuieB! KopoBy nouts!
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— a BBl yT0?! — B3BU3rHYJIa Bepa, oTckouuB B yroi. — Bul v ipaBaa cymaceqmuuii? 5 ceituac
Ke Y|y, XOTb HeHKoM!

— Huxkyna 1ol He yiinems! — @enop oTpe3al e MyTh K ABEPU U HaJIBUTAJICS HEOTBPATUMO. —
Huxkyna o1 He nenenibes!

— 3710 nouemy xe?

— A BOT ceftuac 51 TeOe Bce 00bsicHIO, Bepa.

Oma xoTena ClpoCcHTh, OTKYJa OH 3HAET ee UMsI, HO TYT K MOHsJIa, 1a OH U caM el Bce OBICTPO
pacToJIKOBAJI:

— Bo-niepBbIX, TBOI MAaCOpPT y MeHsl, a 0e3 MacrnopTa Thl HUKYAa He ASHEIIbCS. . .

— Mui He B Cubupu n He Ha Kamyarke! Ha mormyTkax no ropoma mo0epych, a TaM 3asiBIIiO B
MOJIULIMK, YTO Y MEHSI YKpaJlu Macrlopr.

— Ara, B nomuuu! — deop cHoBa Hexopollo ycMexHyincsl. — He moiigens Tel HU B KaKylo
MOJTULIMIO.

— 9710 nouemy xe? — Bepa nonsitanach npuaaTh CBOEMY I'0JI0CY YBEPEHHOCTb U TBEPIOCTh, HO
3TO MOJYYUIIOCH I1JIOXO.

— DTo moToMy, YTO Ha TebOe BHCHT MOKpoe aeno! — noBosibHO mporoopui Pemop. — T,
MOKYy/a 3/1eCh BaJlslJlach, BCE BpeMsl IOMHMHA/A KaKyo-To Jlnuauio u j1yxy KpoBu. U He cunTail MeHs
3a Iypaka — ¢ 4ero Obl Tebe HOYbIO U3 1oe3/1a IphIraTh, exkeu Thl He B Oerax? Tak 4To HUKy/A ThI
He JeHerbes! A 4ToObl Bee 10 TeOs1 OpIicTpee IONUIO — pUAeTcs TeOs MOYIHTh Mo-HalleMy, o-TIpo-
cromy! — OH TOJIKHYJI €€ Ha KOWKY, 3a/1paJl MOJ0J U HECKOJILKO pa3 KaK CJIeIyeT MPUIOKUIT PEMHEM.

W c atoro qHs Havasack ee yKacHasi )KU3Hb.

Bepa BcraBasia HUM cBET HU 3apsi, Jomsia KOpoBy, rotoBmwia deopy 3aBTpak, paborana B Oro-
porne. [loHayany y Hee BCe MOMYYaJoCh U3 PyK BOH IJI0X0, HO Deop OWII ee 3a Kak/Ibli IpOMax, U
OHa MOHEMHOT'Y OCBOMJIa HEXUTPYIO JePEBEHCKYIO padoTy.

Koraa kak-To BeuepoM OH 3aJie3 B ee MOocTelb, Bepa momnsiTanach OTOUTHCS, eBa He Tepsis
CO3HaHMeE OT OoTBpareHus1. PeJop Jie3 HAIIPOJIOM, JbIIlIa Ha Hee 3acTapesiblM IIeperapoM, OHa Jepraia
€ro 3a BOJIOCBHI, MOJIOTWJIA KyJIaKaMu M0 JIMLY, [IOHUMasi B Iylle, YTO HUYErO He MOMOXKET, HO HE
MOTIJIa TIOKOPUTHCS, TAKOE OH BHYIIAJ el oTBpaiieHre. OT ee COIPOTUBIICHHS OH TUXO 3Bepes U OUJI
BCE CHJIbHEE, TOT/Ia OHA YKYCHJIA €T0 B IJIEY0 — CUIIBHO, 10 KPOBH, TaK 4TO 3y0aM cTajio OOJIBHO.

— AX TBI... — BCKpUKHYJI Pefop u oTmarHyJcs.

Ona ycnena TOJNbKO MEPEeBECT /1yX, KaK OH CHOBA MOSIBUJICS C HOXKOM B pyKax.

— IIlac Bcio poky nepepe:xy! — B3BbLI OH JypPHBIM I'OJIOCOM M B3MaxXHYJI HOKOM.

Oma ycriena 3aKpbIThCS, U OH TMOJOCHYJ IO 3amscThio. OT BUJa COOCTBEHHON KPOBU OHA HE
noTepsijla CO3HaHUe, HO Tak ocjiadesna, 4To He Moria OoJibliie conpoTUBIAThes. Denop B3s ee, He
MIpUMEHsIs1 OOJIbIIE CUITY.

Ha cnenyromee yTpo oHa eiBa CMOIJIa BCTaTh, JO TOTO CHJIBHO OH M30mi1 ee. OT Toro ciydvas
Ha pyKe y Hee OCTaJicsl IpaM, a B Ayllle — CTOMKasi MyTHasi HeHaBUCTh. C TOro Beyepa OHa IMOHsLIA,
YTO COMPOTUBJIATHCSA OECIONE3HO, U TEpIIeNa ero, CKaB 3yObl.

K ®enopy Bpems oT BpeMeHM 3ae3kKaji KaKhe-TO MMOJO3pUTENbHbIE JIIOU, OH pa3roBapuBall
C HAMH BIOJITOJIOCA, TIOTOM IPATAJ B MOJBAJIE MEILIKH U AIUKU. Kak-To npuexas ToaCThIil KpacHo-
MOP/IbIN TOJUIIEUCKUIA HA MOTOLIMKJIE ¢ KOJsickor. degop Ha3biBaJl €ro KyMOM, OHU MUJIM O CAMOTO
yTpa MYTHbII BOHIOUMI CAMOIOH. YTPOM, KOI/ia MOJIUIEUCKUN yexan, dPeop caMoi0BOIBHO 3a5BUI:

— Bupena, rie y mens nomunus? Tak urto rmsau, Bepka, Oyaerib BHIKOOGHUBATHCS — PACCKAKY
Ky3bmuuy HacueT TBoe# Jlunun. Tl Beib HABEPHSIKA B PO3BICKE, TIO YOUICTBAM JeJ1a I0Jr0 He 3aKPhl-
BAIOT, TAK YTO 3arPEMHUIIIb Ha 30HY... Thl Ha 30He He ObUIa, He 3Haelllb, 4To 3T0 Takoe! Tam u3 Tebds
Aypb OBICTPO BHIOBIOT! A eclii HaJyMaelllb OT MeHs cOeXarh — JajieKo He Yi/Ielllb, TeOsi KO MHE Ke
BEPHYT, U YK TOrAa s TeOsl TaK M3JTYIIYI0 — BEK TIOMHUTD Oy/ienn !

U torga Bepa noHsina, 4to 3Ta ee HoBasi KU3Hb — HaBceraa. [la u Obuia i Korma-To apyras?
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Komas oropon uim 1051 KOpoBy, OHa MHOTJa 3aMHpasia HA MTHOBEHHE U ITHITAIACh BCTIOMHUTD,
KeM OHa ObLTa ripeskie. [a u Obuta JIn Korga-To Ta, MpekHss ku3Hb? Padora B 6aHKe, XOPOIIOo ofie-
Thle, yBEPEHHBIE, 0OECTIEUeHHBIE JIIO/IM, TOPOTHe PECTOpaHbl — BCE TO Ka3aJloch Tereph Bepe Hepe-
QJIbHBIM, (PAHTACTHUYECKUM BBIMBICIIOM, BPOIE MHOCTPAHHOTO (bMJIbMa, KOTOPBIN CMOTpesia KOra-To
naBHO. BoT 6ecKOHEeUYHbIE COPHSIKH, C KOTOPHIMU OHA OOPOJIaCh Ha OrOpoje, BOT MbIYaHbE KOPOBBHI,
PE3MHOBBIE TAJIOIIM HAa HOTaxX, OT KOTOPHIX Y Hee MOsSBUIIMCh KPOBaBble MO30JIU, — 3TO ObLIO pealib-
HOCTBIO, IpyO0ii, 6€3bICXOTHON PeabHOCTBIO.

WHorna, mpockinasch Mo yTpam, oHa BOOOpaxkaia, YTo OKaXeTCsl ceiiuac B CBOEH TOPOJICKOM
KBapTUpe, HO PEATbHOCTh TYT K€ pa3pyllasia TH MEUTHI: PSIoM paszzaaBaiics Xxpan Peropa wim Clibl-
I1AJICS €10 K€ XPUIUIBIA KPUK:

— Bcrasaii, Bepka, BcraBaii, Terepsi conHasi! KopoBy nouts rnopa!

[Nonavyany Bepa mHOrma ocraHaBiMBaiach repel MyTHBIM TPECHYBIIUM 3€pKajioM U U3yM-
JIEHHO CMOTpeJia Ha CBOE OTPaKeHHe.

KTo 3Ta M3MoOXIeHHas, MpekAeBPEMEHHO TNOCTapeBIIas JEepeBeHCKas TeTKa B CATHHOBOM
XaJjlaTe Wid B MoHoIeHHoM BatHuke? Heyxenu 1o oHa, Bepa?

ITorom oHa nepecrana cMOTPEThCS B 3epKajio — K YeMy JIMIIHUE paccTporctBa? OHa yxe Mpu-
BBIKJIa K CBOEU HOBOW XM3HU U HE MPEACTABJISIIA, YTO B HEM YTO-TO MOXKET U3MEHUThCs. [laxke rpy-
Oble, moTHbIe 00bATUSI Peopa, ero XpUIuioe AbIXxaHKe, MaxHylee YeCHOKOM U Meperapom, MpuHu-
Masia 0e3 MpeKHel HEeHaBUCTH, C TYIBIM KHUBOTHBIM O€3pa3ndueM.

W Bipyr MUHYBIIIEH HOYBIO BCE N3MEHUIIOCh.

Ona yBujiena B OKHe noe3za Juio Jlugum.

Ta ObUIa XMBa U, TIO BCEW BUAUMOCTH, 3I0POBA.

Bepa He Moria MOHATH, Kak Takoe BO3MOKXHO. Beb OHa cBOMMU I1a3aMu BUJIeIa TPYII C pas-
ourort ronoori! KoHewuHo, oHa He Bpad M He Moria yoemuTbes, uro Jlugus meprea. OHa gaxe He
MPOBEPHJIA €€ IMYJIbC — IMPOCTO HE MOIJIA 3aCTaBUTh Ce0s MPUKOCHYTHCA K TEITy.

Ho ceituac ona gaxe He xoTesa JJoMaTh FOJIOBY HaJl 9TOU 3araKkomu.

BaxHo ObLJIO OTHO — Ha/ Hell OoJIbIlle He BUCUT OOBUHEHHE B YOUICTBE, 3HAYUT, OHA MOXET
BEPHYThCS K CBOEH MpekKHEN KU3HU, MOKET BepHYyThcs K Kupusy!

Ha ¢one 3101 pagoCcTHOIM MBICIM TEMHBIM OOJIAYKOM MEJIBKHYJIO BOCIIOMUHAHHE O TOM, KaK
Kupusna Benu Tpoe et B YepHbIX KOCTIOMaX, HO OHA pelInia, YTO 3TO MO3JHee HalleT KaKkoe-
TO OOBSICHEHHE.

IMpocuynace Hanmexna, korma moe3a noabesxkan k [lerepOypry. 3a OKHOM BCXOAWJIO COJTHIIE,
Hapoj1y B TyaJeT TOJIKJIOCh HeMepeHo, Tak uto Hanesxa TonpKko o0Tepia JIMIOo TOHUKOM, ITOTOM IpH-
myJIpuia U Hakpacwia ryosl. Hudero, noener 1o aoma, a TaM yx — mof aym! MoxeT ObiTh, ele u
My’Ka 3aCTaHET. .. OX, COCKYYWIach, TPU AHS HE BUJIEIUCH!

WBan nun yaii, cuas Ha Mecte Jluaum, camoii ee B Kyrie He ObLIO.

Hanesxna cobpana nocrens, BepHy/1ach JIMIus 1 MOM0KUIA Ha CTOJIMK I0OPOKHYI0 KOCMETUYKY.
JKeHIMHBI B3MISHYIA PYT Ha APYXKKY U paccMesuich. KocMeTHdku ObLTH COBEPIICHHO OfIMHA-
KOBBIMU — 3TaKHe OOBEMHUCTBIE KOKaHble TOPOOYKHM Ha MoiHMM. Hazexma Opana CBOIO TOJNBKO B
MOE3/IKH, B OOBIYHYIO IAMCKYIO CyMOUKY OHa He Bje3ajia. A Tak MOKHO YMECTUTh MHOTO MeJIouei,
HEOOXOIUMBIX B JIOpOTE.

[Toe3n pe3ko TpsixHyJI0 Ha cThike, Hanexaa enBa ynepskaiach Ha Horax, MiBaH BHIPOHIII CTaKaH
C yaem, XOpoIlo, YTo myctoi. OH HArHyJICsA, TOJKHYJ TOJIOBOM CTOJIMK, KOCMETUYKU CBAIMJIMCH Ha
TOJ.

— Mengenp kakoii! — JIuaus BeIpBajia U3 €ro pyk KOCMETUYKY U CyHYJIa €€ B CYMKY.

— [letepOypr! — moHeccst 3bIYHBII TOJIOC MTPOBOIHUIIBI.

Jlugus OypkHYyJa 9TO-TO, OTAAJICHHO HAIIOMUHAIOIIEE «JI0 CBUIAHUS», U BRICKOUYMJIA B KOPH-
nop. Hanexna ¢ MiBaHOM mpocTriach APYKECKH, OH MOPHIBAJICS MOAHECTH €l Bellly, HO CyMKa Obljia
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JIETKOM — IulaThe HapsjHOe, Ja Tyud, Ja pa3Hble Meloud. JIeto Ha IBOpe, MHOTO OfEXK[bl HE
HYXHO. ..

C MyXeM OHH CTOJIKHYJICh Ha IOpOre.

— Hans! — o6panoBacs oH. — Xoporto otnoxHyna? Bua cBexwid, IBETYIIUIA. . .

— Kakoe tam! — Hagexa nmoacraBuna mieky uist norenys. — OTIOXHY/1a-TO 4yAeCHO, HO BOT
HOYb B 1oe3/1e ObliIa y)KACHOM. . .

— IlozaBTpakait 1a nocnu! — My YMOKHYJ €€ B ILIEKY M METHYJICSI B OTKPbIBLLUICS JTUT.

Hanexna cnerka paccrpomnach — CHOBa MOCIBINIATACH € B TOJlIOCE MyXka dTakas Jerkas
HacMellIKa — JeCKaTh, YTo y Teds 3a 3a00ThI, CUAMIIIb HA BCEM FOTOBOM, B I0€3/1e HOUb HE Mocnasa —
yXkac Kak ymopuiaack! A 3a0buia, Kak Ha paOOTy B paHHIOIO paHb BCTaBaJla U TAIIMJIACh Yepe3 BeCh
rOpoj1 B MIEPENOIHEHHOM TpaHcIopTe?

Hanexia oTMaxHysIach OT 9TOW MBIC/IY — TaK Y TTAPAHOMKOM HEIONTO CTaTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
TBHICSIYM JKEHIIVH )KUBYT B JOMOXO35IIKaxX M APYroil JOJIU U HE XOTAT COBCEM. A OHAa KOMILJIEKCYET O
MOBO/Y OTCYTCTBUsI paOOTHL. Eii MpOCTO CKYYHO, TOJIOBY HEUEM 3aHSTh.

Kor Beficuk ObUT HACTONBKO JTI0OOE3€H, YTO BCTPETHI ee B Ipuxoxed. Hagexaa ymuminach u
OTOTHaJIa MBICJIb, YTO KOT IPOCTO HE YCIIeN YITH MOCIe TOrO, KaK MPOBOKAI MYyKa.

Can Canbiu KoTa oboxan, Hanexna yxe v peBHOBaTh nepectana. Kot Toxe ero ommyan, HO
B uKky Hanmexne. BooOiie ¢ Bo3pacToM y KOTa Xapaktep cTai ckBepHbI. CeromHst xe OH ObUI B
XOPOIIIEM HACTPOEHUH — MOIONIEN MOTEPEThCS U Jake MYPIIBIKHYJT YTO-TO MPUBETIMBOE.

— Moii noporoii! — Hapexga ¢ ycuameM NogHsjIa KOTa U MoLesioBajia B HoC. — Thl cocKyumiics?

Kot npearnoyen npomosryars.

Hanesxa Harmmace kode ¢ OyOnuKoM, oTpe3asia KOTY KYCOK cbhipa. [IpoiyKTOB B XOJIOIUIbHUKE
He ObuT0 — Can CaHbIY He ycres 3aexath B cynepmapker. Huuero, 3to geno norpasumoe. Criath OHa
He coOMpaeTcs, Hy’KHO 3aHATHCS XO3SHUCTBOM.

Hanesxna pazoOpara Bely 1 3aMeTrIIa Ha MoJoJIe TUIaThsl OJO3pUTeIbHOE MATHO. He To BUHO,
He To coyc. Hy Tak Becenuach, sicHoe Jieno, nsaTHo nocaawia! Ceiluac 3a00HO U B XUMYHUCTKY. . .

Hanexnia ObICTpEHBKO HATsIHYJNA JIETHUE OPIOKM M MaiKy, Ha YJIWIE YIUBUTETBHO TEIUIO IS
aprycta. U B3risiHyna Ha ceOsl B 3epKaio.

Brina y Hee 3ameuarenbHasi MOCKOBCKasi TeTKa, B MOJIONOCTY — HACTOSIIIAsl KpacaBylia, Aa U
TeTiepb, epelaronyB BOCBMUACCATUICTHUN pyOesk, He MOTepsIBIIast HEKOTOPO MPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTH.
TeTka K CBOel BHEITHOCTH OTHOCHJIACh OUEHb CEPhE3HO, HE JOIMyCKala HUKAKUX MOONaKeK U CITbl-
I1aTh HE MOIJIa HEKOTOPBIE BhIpakeHUs Tuma «KoMy s HyxkHa», «Jla KTO MeHs 3/1eCh YBUIWT».

— Hans, — noBTOpsina TeTKa, — KEeHIIMHA BCer/ia JI0KHA ObITh B MOJTHOW OOEBOI TOTOBHOCTH.
Jleno nake He B My)X4YMHAX, JIeJIo B camol ceOe. HUKTO He nomkeH BUeTh TeOs pactpernoit! Mpenib
B KBapTHPE MUMO 3epKajia — OCTAHOBUCH, B3IJISIHU Ha ceOsl JIMIITHKUIA pa3, XOTh npuyenvch! bes koc-
METUKH U3 IOMY HU 1ary! XoTb B MarasuH, XOTh K COCEJIKE 3a COJIbIO, XOTh MyCOp BBIHECTH — TIOMaJa
Ha ryoax!

Hanesxa TeTKy cBOIO JI0OMIIA M yBaXasa, M K COBETaM ee OTHOCKIIACh cepbe3HO. [Toatomy ceid-
Yac repest BHIXOAOM U3 JOMa OHa ToJie3/1a B KOCMETHUKY, HalllapyJjia TaM TIOOMK ITOMa/Ibl U TTOHECTa
K Ty0am. B 1O e camoe Bpemsi KOT BelicHK MpBITHYJ Ha CTOJT U OMHUM TOYHBIM JIBHKEHHEM JIalbl
cOpocrI KOCMeTHYKY Ha 1oj1. C BO3pacToM KOT CTasl JIEHUB M TaKKe CIIOPTUBHbBIE 320aBbl TIO3BOJISII
ce0e pefiko, Tak 4To ceftuac Hamex/ia TObKO paccMesiyiach — yMHHUITA KaKo !

W nosepHynack K 3epkaity — HO 4To 310? OT4ero 31o ryobl ee KaxyTcsl BBIMa3aHHBIMHU KPOBBIO,
KaK y BeJIbMbl U3 CKa3Ku?

Ona ornsgena TIOOMK MoMaabl — (prpma ee, MaTPOHYMK 30JI0TUCTO-YEPHOTO IBETA, TOJBKO
romaja He TerIo-po30Basi, B 0€X, a TEeMHO-KpacHasi ¢ KOpUYHEBBIM, IIBETa CBEPHYBIIEWCS KpoBU. B
KU3HM HE TI0JTh30BajIach Takou momaoi! Takoi 1BeT MOAXOIUT TOIBKO OPIOHETKAM U TO HE BCEM. . .
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TyT B ronoBe y Haziex apt 3a0pe3kuiia MbICIIb, 1 OHA OpOCHUIIACh TTOAOUPATh TPEAMETHI, BHITIAB-
e U3 KOCMETUYKH, OTTOJIKHYB KOTa, KOTOPBI B YIIOGHUH KaTall 1O MOy TYIIIb, TIOABOIKY, OyTHI-
JIOUKY JIaKa ISl HOTTeW, KPOIIeYHbIA My3bIpeK C JyXamH, ellle OfWH TIOOWK MOMAabl, Ha 3TOT pa3
MaHHHOBOﬁ, YIIaKOBKY 6YMa)KHI)IX HOCOBBIX IIJIATKOB, BJIA)KHBIC CEUI(I)CTKI/I, MAJIOYKY JIA HOFTeﬁ,
MUHIIET — CJIOBOM, camble HEOOXOMMbIe MeJIOUM, KOTOpbIe JIIo0ast KeHIMHA OepeT B jopory. beul
TaM ellle MAJICHbKUH TUIOCKUI KITIOYMK U Kakue-To OyMakku, HO Hanesxia He Tisifis 3anxHys1a Bce
9TO B KOCMETUYKY U 32/[yMajach.

Bemu 6b1m1 He ee. U cama kocMeTrdKa ObuIa dyXkasi, XOTh M TIOXO0XKasi Ha ee COOCTBEHHYIO Kak
ABe Karu Bonsl. Bee sicHO, oHu ¢ Jluauen nepernyTtaiym KOCMETHUKU. DTOT MeaBenb VIBaH ypoHuI
CTakaH, MOTOM OPOCHIICS TIONOUPATH, TTOAIANT TOJIOBOM CTOJIMK, KOCMETUIKY yasu, a JIuaust Bropo-
X cxBarwia He Ty. M Oputa TakoBa. U urto Ternieps aenats?

Hapnexna crepna ¢ ry0 HEHaBUCTHYIO TIOMay U CTajla BCIIOMHHATD, YTO TAKOTO OBUIO Y Hee B
KOCMeTHYKe. BrIxonmino, uto Huuero ocodeHHoro. JKajko, KOHEYHO, TOPOroil KOCMETHKH, HO BCe
BoccTtaHoBUMO. CliaBa Oory, HU KoITleJIbKa, HU KJIIOUel OT KBapTHPBI, HA JIOKYMEHTOB TaM He ObLIO.

C OmHO¥ CTOPOHBI, 3TO XOPOIIO, C APYrou — JIuaus Moriaa Ob YCTAaHOBHUTH IO JOKyMEHTaM ee
aapec wim TenedoH u cBs3aTbhes ¢ Hagex o,

Hapnexxna BeiBaiiia Ha CTOJT BCe M3 KOCMETHYKH U TIOTPO3UJIA KYJIAKOM KOTY, KOTOPBIN HAMBI-
nwics ObUTO CHOBA monrpaTh. Toxe HU TesiehOHa MOOWITBHOTO, HU JIOKYMEHTOB, HH KOIIIEJIbKA. DTO-
TO cJlaBa Oory, a To ele MoAyMaloT Ha Hee IJIoX0e. . .

Boo0bie-To kxajko Toil kocMeTwuku. Hanexaa mopeiiach B SIIMKE CTOJIA M HANUIA CTApbId
TIOOWK C 3acoXInei momaiou. U eime ofuH, 3Ta B CBoe BpeMsi He MoJoIIia 1o 1seTy. Hakpacus ryosbl,
OHa TOHSIJIA, YTO ceiuac rmomMaja Toxke He mouxoaut. M okoHuYaTenbHO pacctpowniack. Her, Bce xe
HYXHO 4YTO-TO O€JIaTb, XOTb IOIBbITATbCA.

Uro oHa 3naeT o JIugun? OHY MOUTH He 3HAKOMBI, B TIYTH Ta JiepXkasach cliepkaHHoO, iepeOpo-
CWJIMCh OHU TIapoi cjioB, Hanexma ckasana, 4rto efieT ¢ oduies noapyru, a Jiuaus nmpodopMorania,
410 cena B [omexoHcke — He TO B KOMaHAWPOBKY €3[I1JIa, He TO 10 JINIHOMY JeTTy. . .

Hapnexna BcrioMHMTa 3Ty OECIIOKOMHYI0 HOUb, BCIOMHIIIA, KaK MMOe3/1 OCTAHOBHJICS Ha Oe3bI-
MSIHHOM TIOJTyCTaHKe, KaKk MeCTHasl TeTKa, yBueB JIMauio, BAPYr BBIPOHIJIA CBOM OWIOHBI, 1 OHU
MOKATWJIMCh, ¥ MOJIOKO TYT K€ BIIUTBHIBAJIOCH B CYXYIO ITOTpeCKaBIIylocs 3eMiio. M kak JInaus ormar-
HYJIaCh M 3aKpbUIa OKHO, a IIOTOM TOBOPWJIA C KEM-TO IO MOOWJIBHUKY 3JIbIM HAIPsIKEHHBIM IHETIO-
TOM. ...

Oppuka! Hamexna enpa He nutenHysna ceds mo n6y. Benpy Jlumus goroBapuBaiach ¢ KeM-TO
YBUJIETHCSI CETONIHSI B IIECTh YaCOB Bevepa B KUTaickoM pectopane Ha yriy Ilymkapckoit! Crao
6I>ITI>, HYXHO ITPOCTO MMOABEXATh Tyda B TO K€ BPEMA U OTBE3TU KOCMETUYKY. .HI/I,I[I/IH, KOHEYHO, TY,
HanexauHy, ¢ coboil He 3aXBaTHT, HO TaM YK Kak-HUOyIb OHM TepecekyTcs. HeynoOHo, KOHevHO,
MPU3HABATHCS, YTO OHA MOJCIYINANA Pa3roBOP, HO TO BBIILIO COBEPIIEHHO CiTydaiHo. U, B KOHIe
KOHIIOB, 3T0 Jluaus neppasi cxparuia uyxoe. CMOTpeTh HY)KHO 3a Belamu!

Hapnexna erie pa3 oropumsiach, I/ B 3epKajio, — MOMajia peruTeIbHO He oaxoauia. JlamHo,
B XUMYHNCTKY NNPpUACTCA UATH KaK €CThb.

Bepa ouHysach OT TsIKebIX BOCIIOMWHAHMA. MUMO OKOH aBTOoOyca TOMOJ3IU IPUTOPOJIBI
[etepOypra — MpavHble MPOMBIIIIEHHbIE KOPITYCa, CKJIAJbl, TOTOM — OJMHAKOBBIEC, YHBUIbIE IO
JIOMOTHI B 3y0ax CrajibHble PaliOHBI, KOe-T/Ie OKHBJICHHbIE KBapTaJIlaMi HOBOW 3aCTPONKU U TOProO-
BBIMU KOoMITJIeKcamu. HakoHerr, aBTOOyC BbIeXasl Ha TUIOIIAab U OCTAHOBHJICS.

Bepa noiimasna Takcu, Ha3Bajia CBOM ajipec.

[Moxwunoi BoAUTEIL CMOTPEJT Ha Hee COUYBCTBEHHO, MHTEPECOBAJICS BUAMU HA YPOKAH U KU3-
HBIO B JiepeBHe. Bepa oTMarunBaiach Win oTBevasa OJHOCIOKHO.

Bort u ee oM, B 3TOM NOIbE3/1€, HA YETBEPTOM 3Taxe, Obuia MX ¢ Kupusuiom kBaptupa. BoH Tam
OH CTaBWJI MAIlIUHY — BO3JIe TIOABLE3/1a, ellle ObLIH y Hero TpeHus ¢ TOMKOM U3 CeMHA/IIATON KBap-
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TUPBL. TONMK XOTEJ CTABUTH CBOH JKUIT TOKE TOJIBKO Y CAMOTO MObe3/1a, MY, TI0 er0 COOCTBEHHOMY
BBIPAKEHUIO, OBLTO 3aI1a 1710 MPOWTH JIMITHKX TTh maroB. Ho Kupwii 3asiBr1, 4To 3aHSUT 3TO MECTO
pasbiiie. OHU AOJITO Pyrajiuch, noka Tonuk He Kymw oM Ha Kurmpe u He niepeexast Tyjia HACOBCEM,
3asIBUB HAIOCJIE/IOK, YTO €My BCe 3/1eCh OOpbIIO. [IKHIT OH TIpOall.

Mo necTHUIIE OHA TTOHUMAJIACH MEJITIEHHO, C OBIOIIUMCSI CEP/ILIEM.

Kak Bcrpetut ee Kupwin? Y3Haer i1 B 3TOM 3aMbI3raHHOM uyuesie?

Bepa oco3Hana, Kak OHa OTBPATUTEJIBHO BBITJISITUT, W YKACHYJIACh: TIOSIBUTHCS B TAKOM BUJIE
repesi My eM IOocJjie LEeJIOoro roaa pasiyku!

Ho nenates 9t0-TO OBUIO MO3HO, J1a ¥ CHJIBI Ha MCXOZe. YKacHO XOTeloch yBUIEeTh Kupuina,
a, YECTHO TOBOPSI, — ellie OOJIbIIe XOTEeJIOCh BCTATh ITOJ] TOPSIYUI JTYII. . .

OHa BCITIOMHUJIA CBOIO BAHHYIO — SIPKUE MMOTOJIOYHBIE CBETHIILHUKH, XPOMUPOBAHHbBIE TTOBEPX-
HOCTHU KPaHOB, HEKHO-PO30Bast KadebHasl IUIMTKA, TeTLJIBIA MOJI. . .

OTt6pocuB KomebaHus1, OHA HaKaja Ha KHOMKY 3BOHKA.

3a nBepbio pa3airch HE3HAKOMBIE IIar, TBEPb PaCaxHyJIach.

Ha nopore cTosiia pacruibIBIIasics KSHIFHA JIET COPOKa B SIPKOM XaJlaTe, C JIMIIOM, TTOKPHIThIM
YEeM-TO 3eJIeHBIM — JOJIKHO ObITh, KAKUM-TO KOCMETUIECKHM COCTABOM.

VauBneHHO oriisiieB Bepy, He3HaKOMKa Mojpkasia ryObl 1 HeZJOBOJIBHO ITPOrOBOPUJIA:

— Mbi HUYero He Mokymnaem. Y He molaemM HUIIM.

— A BBI KTO? — pacTepsiHHO NMPOTsIHyJa Bepa.

B ee ronoBe BO3HMKIIA KaKasi-TO UIMOTCKAs MBICIb HacueT Kupuiiia u 3Toi sKeHIMHbL. Bripo-
YeM, YUUTHIBask BO3PACT U BHEIITHOCTH JKEHIIIMHBI, MBICJTh ObLJIA U BIPABIY MIUOTCKOM.

— Bor nHTepecHo! — He3HaKOMKa BO3MYIIIEHHO 3arbIXTeNna. — Bacummid, Kak Tebe 3TO MoHpa-
Butcs? Ko MHe B KBapTUpPY NIPUTTHUPAETCs KaKasi-TO AePEBEHCKast KOPOBa, M OHA e Y MeHsI CIIpaIliu-
BaeT — K10 57 Her, 3T0 yXe HU B Kakue BOpoTa He jie3er!

3a CrMHOM y KEHIIMHBI BO3HUK JIBICBIN NIPU3EMUCTBIA MYKUKMHA B Mailke M TPEHUPOBOYHbIX
mtaHax. be3 uHtepeca B3nIsiHYB Ha Bepy, OH cka3an HeIOBOJIbHBIM MPOCTYKEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Ho nmammymieuka, st Tebe TOBOpUII — He OTKPBIBait iBepr KoMy nonajyio! Ceiiyac pa3Benoch
TaK MHOTO Pa3HOT'O XKYJbs. .. BOT [lepeIOHOBBI OTKPBLIIH IBEPh, M Y HUX BBIHEC/IU BCIO CAHTEXHUKY. . .

— Ho s npymasia, uyro 3to Bapapa CrenaHoBHa, — BO3pa3uiia «MaMITyllleuKa» U 3aXJIOMHYJa
nBepb. OTTya ellle Kakoe-To BpeMsl JOHOCWIUCH pa3pakeHHbIe rojioca, a Bepa crosiia Ha 1ecTHUY-
HOW TUTOIIA/IKE, MBITAsICh MOHSTh, YTO ke MPOU3OIILIO.

Ha Bcsikuii cmyvait oHa B3IJIsIHY/Ia HA HOMEP KBAPTHPBI — MOXKET OBITh, IPOCTO OIUOIACh 9Ta-
xoM. Ho Het, HOMep ObLT TOT cambiil, Idpa AeBSTh, 3TAXK YETBEPTHIHA, YK CBOH-TO COOCTBEHHBIN
aJipec OHa He ycriena 3a0biTh.

B uem e torna aeno?

Omna 3agyMmunBO modpesyia BHU3 110 JIECTHHIIE, BHIITUIA U3 TIOABE3Aa. B 3TOT caMblii MOMEHT K
JBEPU TMOJOIUIA TOJICTasl TETKa C JIByMs MOJHBIMU cyMKamu. Bepa y3nana Pummy IlnatoHoBHY
TPEThEro ITaxa, OTINYABIIYIOCS YAUBUTEIBHOW Pa3rOBOPUYMBOCTHIO M TAKUM TIJIOXUM 3PEHUEM, UTO
MPUHKUMAJIa COCE/ICKYI0 YEPHYIO TAKCy 3a YEPHOTrO KOTa U IleBajia yepe3 IUievo, KOrja Takca rnepe-
xomuia et mopory. TeTka Obl1a, B 00IIeM, He BpeqHasi, HO KTO-TO U3 coceel Mpo3Baj ee Pummorni
[TutoHOBHOMA.

Bepa npuzepxana aBepb, 9T0OBI MMPOMYCTUTh COCEKY. Ta, OHAKO, HE CIIeNInIa MPOXOIUTh.
YcraBuBirch Ha Bepy U IBHO ee He y3HaBasi, OHa CIIPOCHUJIA:

— 310 ThI, 4TO JiK, JIUza? Tel MHEe Meny npuBesna? Tak y MeHs ellle cTapblii He KOHUUJICS. . .

— 4 ne Jluza, — Bo3paszwia Bepa. — 4 k [Ipo3noBbiM nipuexaina u3 AeBsATON KBaApTUPBL, a Y HUX
KaKHe-TO JIPYTue JIIOAU KUBYT. . .

Omna cama He cMorJ1a Obl 0OBSICHUTD, OTYETO HE MIPU3HANIACH COCE/IKe, OTUETO He CKa3asia MpsMo,
KTO OHa Takad... KusHp ¢ Pe1opom npuydunia ee K OCTOPOKHOCTH.
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— K Ipo3noeeiM?! — B miazax coceku 3aropesicsi XUBEUIINNA UHTEPEC, OHA MOCTaBWIa CYMKHU
Ha 10J1, IPOYHO YTBEPAWJIACH HA NOPOre, roTOBACh K JJIMHHOMY M YBJIEKAaT€JIbHOMY pasroBOpY, U
OCBE/IOMMJIACh: — A Thl K HUM I10 KAaKOMY BOMpocy?

— Jla 51 He 1o BOIPOCY, — TOPOIUIMBO OTKpecTuiiack Bepa. — 51 BooOI1ie-To U3 AepeBHU, 3aCTIOH-
KWHO Hallla AepeBHsl Ha3biBaeTcs, 310 noj [IckoBom. OHM y MeHS1 KOMHATy CHUMAJIM TPU Tojia Ha3aJl,
y Hac 03epo 1oj; O0KOM, TaK OHU KYTAJIUCh, pbIOy JToBUIM. OUYeHb XOpOIIre JTIOAU. Apec CBOU Jaliu,
B I'OCTH 3BajId. Y MEHS TaK-TO B I'OCTU €3I1UTh BpEMCHU HETY, a TYT g K BaM B IT'OpOA IO ACJ1Y IIpUC-
XaJjla — MOPKOBb IIpojiaTh U KapTodesb, TaK BOT Jail, AyMalo, 3aiijly, a Y HUX TaM KaKue-TO Jykue
JIO/IA JKUBYT... TaK BOT $ TeMeph JAyMaio — YTO JIM, OHU MHE aJpec HEBEPHBIN JTaIM WK 3TO s cama

nepenyTana?..
— Huuero T He niepernyTana, — 3adactiiia Pumma [MuronoBHa. — [paBusibHblid y TeOs1 aapec,
TOJIKO OHHU TYT OOJIbIIIe HE KUBYT, Ipo310BHI-TO... — OHa BHITAIIMIA U3 KapMaHa OOJBIION KJIeT-

YaThIi MJIaTOK U BBITEPJIa UM COBEPIIIEHHO CyXHe I71a3a, YToObl 0003HaYUTh CKOpOb. — Bepouka, Ta
BoOOIIIE ymepral..

— Kak?! — BockukHysa Bepa ¢ coBepilieHHO MICKpEHHUM BOJTHEHHEM B rojioce. — To ecTb Kak —
ymepina?

— OueHb Jaxe MPOCTO, — B3JOXHYJA coceka. — B mammue pazomnack. CKopo yx rop Oyrer,
Kak pazomnace. CtpamHoe aeno! MarmHa-To Majio TOro, 4YTo pa3ouiiach, Tak eIie U B30PBajioCh TaM
4To-TO... Tak Bepouka odropena — My ee ejie ormo3Ha!

— Myx ormo3Han? — MalIMHaJIBHO Tiepectipocuia Bepa.

— Hy na! Crpaminoe, roBopui1, 1e/10, B 3aKPHITOM T'pOOy XOPOHIJIH, MTOTOMY Kak CMOTPETh Ha
Hee HeBO3MOXHO! Y3k OH Tak ropeBaj, Tak ropeai! [ToTomy u KBapTHpy 3Ty NMponasl — He X0y,
TOBOPUT, 37IeCh OOJIbIIIE KUTh, IOTOMY KaK BCe MHE 3/iech MO0 Bepouky HarmoMmuHaer!

— HasHo mponan? — crnpocuiia Bepa, BCTOMUHAsI CBOIO CHAJIBHIO B SITIOHCKOM CTHUJIE, YEPHBIE
JIAKOBBIE IIKATYJIOUKH, HU3KYIO KPOBATh, OKPHITYIO MIOK PHIBATIOM B HeporHdax, 1Be OOJbIIMe Kepa-
MHUYECKHE Ba3bl, HA KOTOPBIX SITIOHKH B HAPSAHBIX KUIMOHO CMOTPEJTUCH B 3€PKaJjio, pacyechiBas IIMH-
HBIE BOJIOCHI, CU/ICTH y TIPY/Ia C KYBIIMHKAMH M JTIOOOBAJIMCH LIBETYIIEH CaKypOU.

— A Kak COpOK JIHEeH MPOIIUIO, TaK Cpa3y MOKYMATENN M CTAJI XOIUTb-CMOTPETh, — 0€3 3aMHK!
oreetwia Po3a [MuronoBHa. — 4, roBoput, y Bepsl Ha Kiaaouiie mpoIieHus 3a Bee MOMPOCHI, OHA
COMIACUJIACh, TOTOMY KaK CHJI HET B 9TOM KBapTUpe KUTh Oe3 Hee! JleHer Ha MOXOPOHBI He TokKased,
sI-TO He ObUIA, a JIOJIM CKa3bIBAJIM, YTO TPo0 BHIOpa camMblii joporoi. .. K mame ee, Ha CepadpumMoB-
CKoe...

— A KyJa oH rniepeexali, Bl He 3HaeTe? — crpociiia Bepa, koe-Kak OrpaBUBIIUCH OT U3BECTHS
0 CBOEI COOCTBEHHOH CMepTH.

— He 3nai0! — uckpense oropumiiach coceaka. — He ckazan on mue! M Hukomy He ckazai!

Bapyr Bo3zie nmogbe3na MosSBUIICA JBOPHHMK-ractapOaiTep ¢ MeTIoN B pykax. [{BOpHUK ObLI
HE3HAKOMBIH, TOJ] Ha3aJl ero 3/1ech ele He OblIo. BHUMaTenbHO B3MIsAHYB Ha Bepy, o cripocuit:

— A TbI, X9HIIMHA, K KOMY CJIIOYaitHO?

Bepa He ycniena HMuero oTBeTuTh, Kak Puvma [TuToHOBHaA 3aTaparopuia:

— Dra KeHIIMHA, 3HAYUT, K [Ipo3/10BBIM Ipuexasia, KOTOpble paHbIIe B JEBATON KBapTHpPE
Kud. 1o Kotopas Bepa Ha mammHe pa3ouiack. A KeHIIMHA Tprexaia MOPKOBb NPOAaBaTh U He
3HaJIa, YTO OHU 371€Ch OOJIbIIIE HE KUBYT... U aJpeca HOBOro, Iie Kupwii kuBer, y Hee HeTy. ..

—K JIpo310oBbiM? — B I1a3aX ABOPHUKA MEJIbKHYJI HEOKHUJAHHBIN M HENIOHATHBIN UHTEPEC, KOTO-
PbIi OH TYT K€ TIPUracuil 1, IOBEpHYBIIHUCH K Bepe, mporoBopui:

— Comomaii, ®3HIIMHA, TH 3aX0AW KO MHe, s TeOe Jail aam. [locuay y M3HS, OTIOXHHM, Yai
TIOTIeH, Tl BeJb €XaJl IAJIeKO, YCTal. ..

— Cnacu60, — BexJMBO mporoBopmiia Bepa. — Tonbko f crienty, y MeHs iel MHOro. MopKoBb
MpoJaTh HY’)KHO, KapTo(eb. . .
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— 4 moviny! — Pumma IutoHOBHAa HaxMypuiia OpOBH, OUEBUIHO He Of00psisl SIBHBIA UHTEPEC
JABOPHHUKA K HE3HAKOMOM JKEHIIIHE.

— Cumommaid, sk9HIIMHA, — HE CJaBajICs JBOPHUK. — [1010%K 1T TBOSI MOPKOBb-IIIMOPKOBb, HUKY/IA
HY meHercs! Thl y MEeHs TOJIKO TosTdaca MoCHIHIIb, OTIOXHEb. . .

— Jla Her, ciacu6o, s noviay! — Bepa mardysa nmpods ot Moabe3/a.

— H> xomu! — JIBopHUK BcTasl y Hee Ha MyTH. — [1010% /11 HOMHOTO, a s, MOKET OBITh, HOBBI
anpec Tede y3Hamo!..

KoneuHo, y3Hath HOBbII afpec Kupwiia ObIo 0OYeHb COOMa3HUTENBHO, HO HACTOWYMBOCTD
racrapOaiiTepa BbIIVIsIENA Yepecuyp MOJO3PUTENBHO, TaK YTO Bepa mombiTanach OTHMXHYTH €r0 B
CTOPOHY. DTO, OIHAKO, OKA3aJI0OCh HE TaK MpOCTO. JIBOPHUK BIEMWICS B HEe MEPTBOW XBAaTKOH U
HayaJl TECHUTb K OTKPBITOM IBEPU ABOPHULIKOM.

— Ilomosx 1, — MBIXTEN OH, — HY YXOIU TaK CKOPO...

Ho Bepa Tosxe Oblia He JILIKOM IINTA, a 33 MOCIEIHUNA IO OHA HaTepresach TaKOro XaMcTBa,
YTO MOIJIAa IIPOTHBOCTOATH KOMY yrogHo. [IpotuB denopa 3ToT jKyK YepHsIBBIN ObUT c1a00BAT, a OHA
Oonbliie He 60sIaCh HUKOTO.

— A Hy, ormyctu! — 3aBepeliajia OHa PE3KUM, BU3IJIMBBIM TOJOCOM. — ThI Kyla 3TO MeHs
tamuiib? Tel uTo 310 3aayMas? Thl MeHs1 CHACWJTbHUYATH Xouelllb? [ToHaexanu TyT, MpUIMYHOM KeH-
IIMHE MPOXO/y He J1aloT!

JIBOpHUK 3aMeTHO TepeTpycu, ria3a ero 3aberamu. K tomy ke Pumma IMutoHOBHA, KOTOpast
710 TOrO MOMeHTa OblJIa pacTepsiHa ¥ He TIOHMMaJIa, YTO IMTPOMCXOAUT U KakK ceOsi BECTH, OTTIOMHMJIIACH
1 Opocuiach Ha TIOMOIIb JKEHIIUHE, pa3MaxuBasi CBOUMH CYMKaMH.

— To1 9TO 31O, MIPOJ, cede Mo3BoIselb! — opaa oHa. — Thl Jymaenb, ecitu poctas 6ada, Tak u
3acTynuThes 3a Hee Hekomy ! Ax Tel, mapasut! Ceroans ke B TCXK Bonpoc o TeGe noctaBmo! 3Hato,
YTO HeJIeTaJbHO Thl Ha padboTy ycTpoucs!

lacrap6aiitep otmyctun Bepy u nonsitiiics. OHa peluTesbHO OTIHMXHYJIA €r0 B CTOPOHY U
3aImarasa rnpoys OT JoMa.

INoxxons k aBTOOYCHO¥M OCTaHOBKE, OHA OTJISTHYJIACh.

Puvmma [MutoHOBHA ynmanumack. [actapOaiitep cTOsT Ha TIpeXHEM MecTe, MPUKUMAs K yXy
MOOUJIBHBIN TesiepoH. OH ¢ KEM-TO pa3roBapuBal, TO U JIEJI0 MOCMATPUBAasi B Ty CTOPOHY, Ky/a yIIljia
Bepa.

K ocranoBke nogbexai aBToOyC, U OHa BCKOYMJIA B HETO, Jaske He B3IJISIHYB HA HOMEp, JIUIIb
OBbI CKOpee yeXaTb.

CeB Ha cBOOOZIHOE MecTO, Bepa 3agymanack.

UYro npoucxonut?

ToJIbKO YTO OHa y3HaJIa OT COCEAKH O CBOEH COOCTBEHHOW CMEPTH. . .

Takast HOBOCTh KOTO YrofHo BbIObeT U3 Koyien! Kak, kak 310 mMorso cayunthesi? Cropena B
MamvHe. .. Kupuin onosHan ee teno. .. OH, KOHEUHO, HEPBHUYA, MOT' OIIMOUTHCSI, HO MAIIIUHA-TO
OblIa TOYHO €e, YK TYT Bce YCTaHOBWJIM Obl TOuHO. HO Beab OHa TOYHO 3HAET, YTO HE OHA exasia B
TOW MallliHe, OHA B 9TO BpeMs Bajsuiach B Openy B nome Pemopa. Tak kakum oOpa3oM ee MallnHa
okazasack... rae? OHa He crpocuiia, IJe CIyYrIach aBapus, 1a COCeAKa, BEPHO, M HE 3HAJIA TOYHO.
Yro-TO 3a1enuIoch B MO3TY, Kak OyATO Jei0 ObLIO 32 TOPOIOM.

Kupun, ee Myx... Kak oH MOr yTBepkIaTh, UYTO TaM, B CTOPEBILIEH MalllMHe, HAXOAUTCS OHA?
Emy 511 He 3HaTh ee BCIo, 0 MaJIeHIINX YaCTHYeK.

Omna BcrioMHMIa, Kak OHU i ¢ Kupuiom. OHu ObuTH KeHaThl TIOATOpa TOAa, Ja elle /10
3TOro BCTpevyastuch Mouty rog. OHM MO3HAKOMIIIUCH Ha BEUEpUHKE, Ky/a 3atania Bepy ciyvaitHas
3HaKomasi. Tak yacTo ObIBaeT — BCTPETUIIMCH Ha OT/bIXE, Bpojie Obl MOAPYKIIINCH, & IOMa, B TOPOJIE,
0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO HET HUYero OOINero, ¥ 3HAKOMCTBO TIOTMXOHBKY corio Ha HeT. Ho Bepa Obuta Om1a-
rofapHa ObIBILICH PUATETBHULIE 32 TO, YTO Ta MO3HaKOMMIIa ee ¢ Kupusuiom.
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On nonpasuiicsi Bepe ¢ nepBoro B3rsaa. OH ObUT Tako# KpacuBbiid. .. Cepble 171a3a IIsSHYIHN
el IpsIMO B JyIIly, M 3Ta €ro 3amedvaresibHasi yiIblOKa... Bepa u cama BbIIVIsiiena TOT/Aa HEIIOXo —
CTpOIHAsI JJIMHHOHOTAs1 OJIOHIMHKA, BOJIOCH JUIMHHBIE, I71a3a rOMyOble, CUSIOIINE, BHIPA3UTEIbHBIC.
OHa K TOMy BpeMeHHU yKe OKOHYMJIa MHCTUTYT U padoTaja B COMMAHOM OaHKe, TaK YTO Moria cede
MO3BOJIUTH IOPOTO M CO BKYCOM OJIEBAThCS M TIIATENIBHO CIIEIUTh 32 CBOEH BHEITHOCTHIO.

Y Hux ObUT OYEHb KPACHBbIN poMaH. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MecsitieB Kupuiut mpuriacu ee B pecto-
paH, OJAPHJI KOJIBIIO C KPOIIEYHBIM OPHJUTMAHTHKOM M CJIeNa MpeyioxkeHre KuTb BMecTe. [Ipruem
cKaszaJl 3TO Tak, 4yTo Bepa paclieHnna ero npeajioxeHue Kak noMoynBKy. OHa HOCHIIA 9TO KOJIEUKO
BCer/a, Jaxe Ha HOYb He CHUMAJIa, T/Ie OHO Tereph?

Tam *e, rae u 30510Toe, 00pyJaTbHOe, — JIMOO CHSUIM Te JBOE BOPIOT B Moe3/ie, MO0 KaHyJIo B
HEHAChITHYI0 yTpoOy Penpku. .. Bepa 1iembiii rox He BCIOMUHAIA HA O YEM.

[Mpennoxenne Kupusut cnenan eii Ha otapixe B VicmaHum — Ha OTKPBITON Teppace pecTopaHa,
MIPUTJIACKIT MY3bIKAHTOB ¥ 3aBAJIAJI IIBeTaMu. [loceTuTtenm pectopaHa XJonaiu B JIaJOII1, aJMUHU-
cTpaiysi oTesisi nojapuia OyThUIKY JOPOTYILEro MIAMITAHCKOTO — B 00IeM, Bce ObUTO KaK B CKa3Ke.
lomuByackon ckaske.

Bepa Gbuta 6e3ymHo cyacTivBa. Eif HpaBUIMCH IIIyM U Becelibe, HPABIIIUCH MTO3/IPABJICHHS OT
HE3HAKOMBIX JIOJIeH, HO OOoJIbIlie Bcero e HpaBwiics Kupuit, ee Oyayrmmii My K.

W xoria oHM BEpHYJIUCH TOMOM, BCE IIUIO OTJIMYHO.

CBa1bObl OHU PEIUIIM He YCTpauBaTh — y Bepbl He 0CcTanoch HUKOTO U3 OIM3KHUX POICTBEHHU-
k0B, Kupusut BooOie ObuT pogoM U3 TaJIeKOH MPOBUHIIMK U C POAHBIME OTHOIIEHUS HE TIOJIePKH-
BaJl. OHU MOXEHWIMCh TUXO U 3aKWIM B KBapTUpE, YTO ocTanack Bepe oT paHo ymepiiieli MaTepH.
Ortia cBoero oHa He MOMHUJIA.

Bepa ¢ BocToprom okyHynach B ceMelHyI0 ku3Hb. OHU OTPEMOHTHMPOBAJIM KBapTUpy, Bepa
chesaga HACTOSIIIYIO SITTOHCKYIO CIIAJIBHIO U KJIACCMYECKYI0 TOCTHHYIO, HAKyNUJIa B KYXHIO Pa3HBIX
COBPEMEHHBIX MPUOOPOB U TOTOBHUJIA MYKY BKycHbIe Omoa. Kupusut Obul ¢ Hell HexKeH U MpeyTpe-
AWTeNIeH, Aapuil MeJIKMe TIOIapK1, YacTo MPUHOCKIT LIBETHL. Bepa Bceraa cunraiia, 4to y Hee ujealib-
HBINA MYXK.

[NonTopa roga npomenbKkHYIM He3aMeTHO. OHM ObLIM CYACTIIMBBI BABOEM, JOCTATOYHO PEIKO
BBIOVpAJMCh Kyaa-To Ha moau. M k cebe mMano koro mpuriamand. Kupuia roBopui, 4to ycraer Ha
paboTe 1 JoMa XO04eT OTAOXHYTh OT TOCTOPOHHUX.

«MBpI ecTb Apyr y Apyra, — TOBOPHJI OH, — MBI — JIBE MOJIOBUHKU OFHOTO 1enoro. 51 o tede
1032004YCh, 51 TIOMOTY B JIIOOOH CHTYalluH, Thl JOJKHA PACCUMTHIBATH TOJBKO HA MEHSI. ..»

N Bepa emy Ge3oropopouHo Bepwia. OHa cuuTana CBOM Opak YOMBUTEIbHO YIAYHBIM, YKe
3aroBapuBaia o pedeHke. [IBaauars cenpmoii roa, Kuputy Tpuanars, nopa. . .

Ho B nocnennee BpeMsi y Hee Ha4YaIMCh MPOOIEeMbl co 310poBbeM. OHa ycTaBaia Ha padore,
MHOTO Crajia B BBIXOIHbBIC ¥ BCE PABHO UyBCTBOBaJIA ceOsl pa3OMTOM. A MOTOM y Hee Ha4aJmch Mpo-
BaJbl B namMATH. OHa MOIJIa OTKJIIOYMUTHCS TI€ YTOIHO — THEM Ha paboTe, yTpoM B BaHHOM, 3a 00e-
aoM... Kupwut oueHb BOTHOBAJICS 32 Hee, IPOCUII HE CAUThCS 32 PYJib, BBI3BIBAJICS CaM OTBO3UTh
Ha pabory.

Bepuna matb ymepiia B COPOK MSATH JIET OT OIyXOJIM Mo3ra. Bepa ucnyraniack, 4yTo y Hee Hauu-
HaeTcs TO e caMoe M coOmpanach MOWTH K Bpady. Ho Bce oTKiaapiBaia, HOTOMY YTO O4YeHb OO0si-
JIach CTpAIIHBIX M3BecTHid. Ho ogHax bl pemmiack 1 no3BoHmia ['eopruo KoncTaHTHHOBIYY, TOMY
Bpadvy, 4TO B CBOE BpEMsI JIEUMJI MaMy, OH ObUI CTapbIM 3HAKOMBIM UX ceMbH. Ho Okazanock, 4To oH
yexaJs paboTtarh 1o KOHTpakTy B LIITatsl.

Korma ona ckazana 06 stom Kupuiny, oH paccepauiics Ha Hee.

-V 1ebs Bce B opsiike! — Kpuyasn oH. — Heuero BeIyMbIBaTh Ha IrycToMm Mecte! Tak u criia3uth
Hegonro! Heuero xoauth Mo Bpavyam, B yYaCTKOBOW MOJNMKJIMHUKE U3 TeOs BCIO OyIIy BHIHYT U BCE
paBHO HUYero He oOHapyxar! [IpocTr, Masbll, s Tak 3a TeOs BOJHYIOCH. .. B obmem, Tede mpocto
HY)XKHO KaK CJIelyeT OTIOXHYTbh, U BCE TPOMJIET.
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Onu che3auiv Ha yeTbipe 1Hs B @PunisHauio, u Bepe u BipaBay crasio sierde. OHa ¢ pajiocTbio
OTJIOJKWJIA TTOXO[ K Bpayy.

A TIOTOM HayaJIMCh HEMPUSTHOCTH Ha padore, JIuaus Bce BpeMs IIUIesIa Ha Hee W MPUIpa-
J1ach, a TIOTOM 3aKaTWJIa TOT YKACHBIN CKaHAAJ. ..

— 31, terka! — Bepa oTKpblia 171a3a U B HEJIOYMEHUH OIJIsijieNia IyCTol caioH aBToodyca. — Hy,
ThI U criath! KoHeuHast craHnust, aBToOyc Jasibiie He ujieT! — BOAUTENb TPSC ee 3a IIeY0.

—Tocriogu! — axnyna Bepa. — U1 kak xe s Tak nmpo3eBaja?

— Terexa nepeBeHckasi! — 6e337100HO BOpYas BoguTelb. — M yero B ropox nperech?

— 3HauuT, Hajo! — OypkHYyJIa Bepa. — A ThI Kora oOpaTHO-TO?

— Obenarp Oyny! — cooOmIMII BOOUTENb pagocTHO. — [lepepblB y MeHs 3aKOHHBIN! A ThI UIU
BOH Ha MapIIpyTKy, OHa K METPO JIOBE3ET. ..

B mapmipyTtke Bepa Boipadorana ruian aefictBuid. Hyxno cpouno Haiitu Kupuiia, 6osbine eit
MIPOCTO He K KoMy oOpatuthcsi. U myckail oH OOBSICHHUT €M, YTO ke MPOM3OIILIO TOf Ha3a] U Kak
CIIYYMJIOCh, YTO B €€ MallliHe pa30miach Kakas-To MOCTOPOHHsIA keHiuHa. Hackonbko Bepa morma
BCIIOMHUTb, MAIIIMHY TOTJ]A OHA OCTaBUJIa BO ABOpe. YKpaJH ee, uTo Jin?

¥ merpo Bepa 3amuia B KWOCK MOOWIIBHOM CBSI3U M KYIIMJIa TaM Heloporou TesnedoH. [leByika-
MPOJABIIMIIA, BUAUMO, paboTasia B KMOCKE HeIaBHO, OHa MHOTOCJIOBHO M OOCTOSAITENTbHO, KaK cTapa-
TeJIbHAsl yueHuIla, oObsicHiIa Bepe, kak 1osb30BaThes MOKYNKOM. Bepa kuBana, He ciymas. Beiiins
U3 KMOCKa, BCTaBWJIA CUMKY M TIEPBBIM eioM Habpana Homep Kupuia. DToT HoMep BCIUIBLT B ee
naMsiTy 6e3 BCAKUX YCUITUH.

Pyku npoxaiv v OT BOJTHEHHUS], U C HEMPUBBIUKY — LIEJIBIA IOJ] OHA HE MOJIb30BaJIach MOOWIIb-
HUKOM, LIEJIBIH TOJ] 3aHUMAJIACh TSKEJIBIM I'PSA3HBIM TPYAOM, MaJbIbl OrpyOeiy U IJI0X0 CITYIIAJIHCh.
Ona c TpyzoM HaOpaJia 3HAKOMBIF HOMep ¥ TIOJIHeCIa TPYOKY K yXy.

Heyxenu cefiuac oHa yCHIBIIIUT rOJI0C My>Xa?

Yyna He MpOU30LLLIO.

PaBHOAYIIIHBIT MeXaHMUECKUI TOJIOC COOOITHIT i, YTO HaOpaHHBIN HOMEP He 0OCITYKUBACTCSI.

— Kak He oOcmyxuBaetrcs? — MallMHAJIBHO NpOroBopuia Bepa m omomHumiach — 3aiaBaTh
BOIPOCHI aBTOMATy TaK ke OECCMBICIIEHHO, KaK CIOPHUThH C cyapOoi. Huvero yamButenbHOro — 3a
npomequii roxg Kupuut Brosse Mor cMeHUTh HOMep TesiepoHa, pa3 YK B €ro XKU3HU CIIYUHIIHCH
TaKye MepeMeHsbl, OH Jaxe KBApTUPY MMOMEHSII. . .

Ho paboty-To oH Bpsizt i1 momeHsin!

Hy:xHo exarb K HeMy Ha padoTy, Aaxe eciv oH paboTaeT Ternepb B Apyroi ¢pupme, Bepe ckaxyr,
Kak ero HauTh. OHa MaxHysa ObUIO PYKOH, YTOOBI MOWMATh MAIIIMHY, U TYT CJIyYailHO YBUENA CBOE
OTpakeHue B BUTPHHE Marasuta. M okameHena Ha Mecre.

W3 3epkanbHOI BUTPUHBI Ha Hee IUIseNa 3aMOTaHHAs! TeTKA B BBUIMHSIBIIIEM CHTIIEBOM IUIAThe
Y JKYTKOU BSI3aHOHM KO(pTE C BHITSHYTHIMU JIOKTSIMH. Ha Horax eipa i He raJjiolnm — TOYHO, Tajoliu,
TOJIBKO KOkaHble. Ha ronose (popMeHHBI KOATYH. A JIMLIO... IJla3a KpacHble OT HEeJOCHIa Kak y
OOJIBHOTO KPOJIMKa, OPOBU M PECHUIIBI BHITOPEITH HA COJHIIE, KOXKa MIETYIIUTCS OT 3arapa, HOC Kpac-
HbIi. .. HUKakoi KocMeTukH. ..

Uyueno, opmenHoe uydesnio! [Ja Kupumn npocto ee He y3Haet! A y3HaeT, Tak UCIyraercs,
Besib Bepa u BripaB/y moxoxka Ha BHIXOJIA U3 MOTHJIBL.

Her, Tak neno He nouzer!

U Bepa pemuTesnbHO IIarHyJ/ia B TOT CaMblil Mara3uH, Ybsi 3epKajibHasi BATPUHA J1ajia e MOHSTh,
YTO B TAKOM BHJIE K MYXKY Heuero u coBarbcsi. Ho Oblia ocTaHOBIEHa OXpaHHUKOM Ha BXOJIE.

— Terka, TeOe yero?
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310pOBEHHBIN TTAPEHBD JIaXke CXBATUJI e 3a JIOKOTh. Bepa xoTesia BO3MYTHThCS, BHIPBATh PYKY,
CKa3aTh CTPOTO, YTO OHA TaKasl ke IMOKyNaTeJIbHUIIA, KaK BCe, UTO OH He UMEET MpaBa Tak OTHOCUTHCS
K YeJIOBEKY TOJIbKO TIOTOMY, UTO OH TUIOXO ofieT. [Ioka3aTh JeHbIM, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

Ho TyT e onomuunace. Yrto ona genaer? Haunercst ckaHgasl, €Ciiv ee v He BBITOHST, TO 3aroM-
HAT. Erie TOKyMeHTBI TOMpOCSAT MoKa3ark. JoMmycTuM, MacropT y Hee eCTh, HO B CBeTe TOC/IeIHUX
HOBOCTEH O ee AKOObI CMepTH... BBI3bIBaTh MOJUINI0 HUKTO HE CTAHET — OHA HUYEro He ciesana.
Ho kak oOBSICHUTB, OTKya Y Hee CTONbKO HamuHbIX? [Ipruexasa u3 aepeBHH MOKymnarh Bemu? A
MI0YeMy IpoIUcKa ropoackas?..

Bepa BcrioMHWMIIa CTpaHHBIA UHTEpEC K Hell IBOPHUKA. 3a4eM OH YCHJICHHO TalllUI €€ B CBOIO
kaMopKy? He m3HacuioBarth ke, B caMOM JieJie, XOTel, CMeIHo, ei-0ory! HyxHa oHa eMy B TakoM
BUJIE. ..

Bce 311 MbICITM TPOMETTBKHYJTH B TOJIOBE 32 OJIHY CeKyHAy. Bepa cienalia 3auckuBaoiiee Beipa-
JKEHMe JIUIIA U 3aTapaTopuiia JIEPeBEHCKUM BU3IJIMBBIM TOJIOCOM:
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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