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IIpoJior

['nsins Ha cBOe poIOBOE THE3JIO, 1 HUKAK HE MOIJIA MU30aBUTHCS OT ONIYIIEHUS, YTO HUKOTIA
OTCI0/Ia He ye3xkaya. Bce ObUIO HACTONBKO 3HAKOMO, YTO Y MEHsI OTUXOHbKY HAYMHAJI JEPraThCs
I71a3: CTapblil CaJOBHUK, NOJIMBAIOIIMIA N1APY YHBUIBIX KYCTUKOB; HEPACTOPOITHAS MIOBAPUXA, BBIILIEA-
11asi BCTPETUTh CBOIO CTAPYIO-HOBYIO XO35MKY B 3aCaJIeHHOM (DapTyKe; TOPOIIbIra CIy)KaHKa, pacce-
Kalollasi TeppUTOPUIO OCOOHSIKA B TIOMCKAX YEro-To B OUEPEAHOM pa3 3a0bITOr0 M pe3K0 OCTaHABIIH-
BAIOILASCS OT MOJA3AThUIBHMKA JBOPELKOrO... VM crapplil ABOpELKMH, MO CYACTIIMBOM CJTyYallHOCTH
M30eKaBIINI y9acTH yOUMIIsl Xo3siuHa oma. [Touemy-To st Oblia yBepeHa, 4To MaTh CIIPOBOIIUPOBAJIa
Ha MPECTYIHOE JIesTHUe UMEHHO ero. Bugare, noxanena — B CUILy BO3pacTa — M HaHslIa 7151 TPSA3HOTO
JieJ1a KOro-TO CO CTOPOHBI, IIOCKOJIBKY BCE CTapble CIyru Obur Ha MecTe. YUTo K, XOTb 32 9TO Cacuoo.

Kuth B ocoOHsIKe, 3HAasi, YTO MaTh MPOBOLIMPOBAJIA CTAPYI0 MPUCIYTy Ha YOMICTBO MOETrO
OTIIA. ..

Ja, 310 OBUTO OBl TPYIHO.

— Jlequ Kaiipwur. ..

S mocmotpena Ha Peca. Mbl npuexanu naTh MUHYT Ha3al, a g TaK U HE CTYIWJIAa Ha 3eMIIIO,
[JISIOST HA CBOHM JOM M3 OKHA SKHIIaXa.

Beixoauts He x0Tesock coBceM. X0TeI0Ch MPoeXaTh MUMO 3TOr0 OCOOHSIKA U ClieNaTh BU/, UTO
OH HE MO.

U Bce xe...

[To3BonMa TEIOXpaHUTENIO UMIIEPATOPA MIOMOYb MHE BBIOPATHCSI U3 BPEMEHHOTO YKPBITHS U
TOIILIA BIIEPE]l YBEPEHHBIM I1aroM (TOYHEE, OYeHb HAAEACh, YTO CO CTOPOHBI ITO BBITISAUT UMEHHO
TaK).

— Mononasi rocrioxa, — pacIuibiach B YJIBIOKe CTapasi TOJICTasi TOBapUXa, TEIJIO TIsIIs Ha MEHSI.

— 3papaBcTByHd, bepra, — KMBHy/a s, OCTaHABJIMBAsACH MEpel CIAYraMy, BBIIIECIIUIMMUA MHE
HaBcTpevy. — JIoHu, — KUBHYJ1a TOPONBITE CITyKaHKe, IepeBOISLLIEN B3I ¢ MeHs Ha Peca npumepHo
CO CKOPOCTBIO CBETA.

A BOT ¥ crapuk JIKWB3 — CeOH JBOPEIKUIA CO CMENIHbIMU OakeHOapnaMu, KOTOPOTO MbI
MOYEeMY-TO BCEI/1a 3BaJIU CTAPUKOM U 10 (hamMIui. .. S orsiHynack Ha cagoBHUKa. [lon3 6b11 B cBOeM
penepryape: NOJMBAJ IBa XWIbIX KYyCTHKA, HAlleBasi OYEPEIHYI0 HUKOMY HE M3BECTHYIO MECHIO U3
cBoel OyIHOI MOJIOJIOCTH, U JJaKe HE TyMaJsl OTPbIBATHCSI OT STOTO 3aHATHSL; JIUIIIb IPUTIOAHSLIT CBOIO
CTapylo HUISANY, KOra BCTPETUIICA B3ISAAOM CO MHOM.

— I'ne s5xoHOMKA? — HAXMYPUJIACh 51, IBITASICh HAWTH I71a3aMH CYXOHBKYIO CTAPYIIKY B U/I€AJIbHO
BBITJIAXKEHHOM I1JIaThe M Beeraa Oe3yrnpedHo OesioM (apryke.

— Ona ymeprna mapy JieT Ha3aj, Tocroxa, — 3araparopuia JJoHu, — Tenepb ee 0OsA3aHHOCTH
JIe’KaT Ha MHe.

Most 6poBb MIHOBEHHO B3JIeTesa HaBepX.

— Thbl ¥ TOpHUYHASI, ¥ SKOHOMKA? — CITPOCHUJIA Y TOM MyXJIEHHKOW MIJIAIIIKH, YTO ObLIa CTapIIie
MEHS BCETO JIET Ha IIECTb.

— 4 eme u bepre Ha KyxHe OMOra, — C TOpPAOCTbIO OTBEeTWIA [JOHHM, a y MEHSI OKpacHeIn
IIEKH.

No6o creigno. Tepen Pecom.

[Totomy ObIcTpO B3s1a ce0s1 B PyKHU M B3/IEpHYJIa IOI00POIIOK.

— JloM roToB K rocTsIM?

— 51 Bce yOpaua erie BUepa BeuepoM! — BHOBB 3ataparopuia JloHu. — ['ocTiHas v iBe crialibHU
BBIYMITIEHBI JIO OJIecKa, Tak:ke OMOMOTeKa M pabounii KaOMHET rocroarHa. [lato cioBo: BbI He HaieTe
Tam HU nbUMHKKA! Hy pa3Be 4Tto OT KOBPOB HEMHOI'O MOMAXMBAET U KPOBATU CJIETKA CKPUIIAT — HO
He OeCIOKONTeCh, BaC OHU TOYHO Bbliepikar!
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$1 BHOBB NPUKpBLIA 71232, HAJESICh, UTO Kap Ha IEeKax He BBUIBETCS B IMOCTHIAHYIO KPACHOTY ...
Xopomo xoTb Pec HuKak He pearnpyeT. CTOUT, Kak CTaTys, 32 MOEH CIIHOM.

— A ocTajbHbIe KOMHATHI?.. — CIIPOCHJIA CYX0, HE OTKPBIBAS IJ1a3.

— Tak Bac e BO€ BCEro... — PaCTEPAHHO OTBeTWIIA [JOHH.

4 cnenana rryOOKMI — OueHb TIIyOOKuUi! — BJOX.

— JIKuB3, 3aiiq1 KO MHE yepe3 MATh MUHYT. Ceiluac MpOBOAM HAIIETO I'OCTSI B €r0 CHAJIBbHIO.
Bepra, 00en 1okeH ObITh MOJaH Yepe3 yac. JJoHu — 3a MHOIA.

W, He noxupasich cBOei rope-3KOHOMKHU-TUPE-TOPHIYHOM, MOAHSIACH MO CTYTIEHSIM U BOILIUIA
B CBOE POJIOBOE I'HE3]IO.

3penuie, MpeACTaBIlee MOMM IJ1a3aM, OKa3ajoch He MeHee yapyJaromym. Best MeOesb BhIris-
7ieNa TaKOH e CTapo, KaK M CIIyTy; 000U KOe-TJie IOTPEnaitcCh, Mo MOUCTepCs, MOJIOBUKHU 003aBe-
JIMCh JIbIPAMH, a 3aHABECKH... 0, 00 ITHUX 3aHABECKaX JIydllle BOOOIIE He JyMaTh — MHAYe CMAI0 UX
npsIMO ceivac, pacTepsiB Bce CBOE XJIaJHOK POBHE.

CkazaTb, 4TO 32 BUJ] CBOETO POJOBOTrO THE3/1a MHE OBbLJIO HEJIOBKO, — 9TO HUYEro He CKa3arh.
Cutyario yxyamaso To, 4YTo cO MHOU npuexain Pec, v 51 BRIHYX/IeHa ObUla CTOJIKHYTBCSI CO BCEMU
TMOCJIEACTBUSAMY HAIllel HUIIETHI P MOCTOPOHHEM uelioBeke. Oouraresne aBopia. TenoxpaHurene
CaMoro UMIEepaTopa. ...

Kommap.

S npubasuna mary.

— T'ocrnioxka, BbI Kyna ujete? — nuckHysa JJoHu, efiBa rocrieBasi 3a MHOM.

— B cBoW0 KOMHaty, — Gpocuiia yepes 1miedo.

— Ho... oHa He yOpaHa, — yIMBJIEHHO OTO3BAIACh CITyKaHKA.

Pe3ko ocTaHOBMBIINCH, s1 MEIIGHHO pa3BepHYJIAach K HEW, I0KUAAsCh, NOKa cTapuk JKuB3
nposeaer MuMo Hac IIpaByio Pyky Mimneparopa B €ero «HOBbIE» ITOKOM. . .

— 3T0 nouemMy? — Cpocusia yxe He Tak CIEPKaHHO, KaK paHbIIIe.

— ITotomy 4ToO... BB — HOBas I71aBa pojia. .. TeMephb Ballla KOMHATa — 3TO KOMHATa MUJIEIH. . .

— 41 He Oyny HOUeBaThH B CabHE MOEW MaTepu, — pepBaia 51 ee jerneT. MeaJieHHO BBIIOXHYJIa,
HACTpaMBasiCh Ha BECh TOT 00bEM paboT, KOTOPBI BHIHYKeHa Oy1y MPOBECTH 31eCh 32 KaJIKHe CEMb
aHel 1o cyna. — Miem B KaOMHET OT1Ia, — CKOMaH/1I0Bajla POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM M CITyCTHJIACH C JIECTHUIII
Ha BTOPOU ITaX.

XBasa Xaocy — KaOWHET BBIIJIAJE] POBHO TaK e, KaK U B MOEM JIETCTBE, CJIOBHO BPEMsI €ro
He TpoHyIo... Ctonka Oymar Ha cToJie, IyCcTOU rpadrH U3-110/] Yer0-TO JUKO KPEMKOro, eJMHCTBEH-
Hasl PIOMKa PSIOM C STUM rpadMHOM, YEPHUIIBHULIA U TIEPO, aKKYPATHO yOpaHHBIE Ha Kpai CTOJel-
HUIIBI. ..

41 mononIa K OTIOBCKOMY Kpecily, MEJIEHHO yceslach U TIPUKPbLIA JIUIIO JIAJOHSIMHU.

— Mornogast rocrioxa 4eM-To paccTpoeHa?.. — HeyBepeHHO MpoTsiHy:a JoHu.

— Moronasi rocroska XoueT CriajiuTh STOT JIOM JIOTIIa, — podypuaia s cede 1moj Hoc, He youpast
PYK.

— KAK? MblI Tak crapaiuch IpUBECTH €ro B Xopoiuil Buj! Jlaxke rocTUHYI0 OTIpaniv JOYUCTa
— a Tam Takas rpsauiia Obita! A capait! Tyga & HECKOJNBKO JIET HUKTO He 3aX0oqui! — B3MaxHyJsa
pykamu JloHH, a 5 elme Oosblle Croj3iia Mo Kpecily BHU3, HE 3Hasl — 3aThIKaTh €€ WM BBICTYIIATh
000 BceX MOJIBUTAX CBOE MpUCTyru?..

— JloHH, KaK YacTo MaTh MOSIBJISIACH 371€Ch? — CIIPOCHIIa HAKOHEII.

— Penko, monopas rocroxka. Ouens peako. Moxert, pa3 B rofi... — orBetusa JloHu.

— Yro ¢ genpramu? — 3a/1aj1a s BTOPOM MO BaKHOCTH BOIIPOC.

— Hy, ot 1o1roB Mbl He M30ABMIIUCK. .. 3aTO M HE YBEJMUIIHN UX! — 60apo coodmmia [loHu.

Korga s yOpana pyku ot nuiia, Harpax/jas ee TSKeJIbIM B3IJISIIOM, CITY)KaHKa 9yTh YMEHBIIHIIA
«BEJIMUMHY» PAJIOCTH HA JIUIIE.
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— Moronas rocmoska, Bail OTel| CITYCTHJI BCE COCTOSIHAE Ha a3apTHbIE UIPhl. A TIOTOM — Ha
JOPOTOi AJIKOTOJTb. A TOTOM U Ha JielieBblid. Mbl KOe-Kak BCe 9TH TO/Ibl CBOJMIIM KOHIIBI C KOHIIAMH.
B ocHOBHOM 3a cyeT mpoAaxu BETOB, KOTOPbIE BhIpAIIIMBAaEM Ha 3aHeM. .. — TyT [lonu 3amommuana,
¥ B3IJISA]] €€ CTaJl NCITyTaHHBIM.

— Yro?.. — MeJIJIEHHO Tepecrpocua .

—Mal... ...

— BrI TOpryere nBeramu?.. — 1o ciioram npousHecsa s, s ed B ras3a. — Y BelpanmBaere
UX Ha 33/IHEM JJBOPE UMEHUS?..

B mMoem netcTBe 3T0 OBITIO MECTO, TjIe 5 POBOIIIA OOJIBIITYIO YaCTh CBOETO BpeMEHH. DTO ObLI
can — ¢ sAOJIOHSIMH, C ATOTHBIMHM KycTaMH, ¢ OeceKoi U HeOONbIM (POHTAHYMKOM C BKYCHOU U
BCErJa XOJIOMHOU BOHOM !

A Teneps. ..

Ternepb TaM BHIPAIIMBAIOT I[BETH HA MPOJAKY.

— MBI cyiecTByeM TOJIBKO 3a CUET ITUX AEHer, Mooaast rocrioxa. MHavye Obl yxke TaBHO MpU-
IIJIOCh pacrpojarh 4acTb MeOSJM WIM YTO-TO U3 KOJUIEKIIMHM KHUT Balllero OTIA, — CTBIVIMBO OITy-
CTUB B3IVIs1, IpousHecia JloHn u po0aBuia uyyTh Oosiee YBEpEeHHBIM ToJ0cOM: — JIeHbrn He pacTyT
Ha JepeBbsix. U ea He nosiBiisieTcsl B orpedax cama 1o cede. ..

— 51 3Ha10 00 3TOM U HE CTaHy pyraThb Bac 3a TO, YTO BbI IBITAJIMCh BBUKUTh. HO 00BsiCHU ToT/a,
roveMy repes JOMOM pacTyT ABa KAJIKHUX KyCTa, 1a U Te — 6e3 1BeTOB?

— Tak ormyruBaem BOpoB! — BCIUIECHYB pyKaMu, oTBeTWIIA JIOHM ¢ ICKPEHHUM HEeJJOyMEHUEM:
M KaK, MOJI, 1 cama He Jorajgajiach?..

3BYK XJIOITKA JIAJIOHH T10 JIOY HAITyraj CIy)KaHKy 4yTb JIA He 0 WH(pAPKTA.

—T'ocrioxa! Tak Bep MOKHO U TOJI0BY OBPEANTH ! — IPUKPBIB POT JIAIOLIKOW, TUXOHBKO IPO-
M3HEC/Ia OHa, HO s OCTAHOBWJIA €€ B3MaXOM PYKH.

— 3HauWT, TaK, — CKa3aja Me/IJIEHHO U C yrpo30i. — Bce KycThl nepecaiuTh ¢ 3aHEro JBOpa.
Pa36uth Ha KIIyMOBI Tiepe; OCOOHSIKOM, U3 OCTaTKOB — CO3/IaTh [IBETOYHYIO KOMIIOZUIIMIO U TyCTUTh
ee BIOJIb BOPOT TaK, YTOOBI 3TOT JJOM HE HAIIOMUHAJ CTapblii CKJIETI C XO35eBaMH, MOAHSATHIMU U3
3eMJIM TbsSIHBIM HeKpomaHToM. Paca mounctuts. M mycThb 3aiimercs [onz.

— Ho OH TONbKO CaIoOBHUK. .. — Hayasa [JJoHU, U 51 BHOBb MOAHSJIA PYKY.

— Hanee! Tot nomkna npusecty B opsiiok BCE komHatel B ocoOHsike. Ha BbITonHeHue 3a1a91
[0 OBa JHA, BKJIIOYask CErOTHAIIHUM.

— Ho 3auem Bam. ..

— Iloromy 4TO MBI HE Oy/IeM CHIETh B CBOMX CHAJbHSX U B TOCTUHOH LIENTYI0 HeJemo! — 4eTKO
TMOSICHWJIA 51 TIOBBIIIEHHBIM TOHOM, B3IJISJIOM IBITAasiCh BOUTH B €€ MYCTYIO TOJIOBKY XOTb HEMHOT'O
MOHMMAaHHMSI CUTYyaluu. — K Ham B rocT moasoBajia OueHb BakHasl repcoHa. M oxugars, 4yto Bech
CBOI BU3UT OH ITPOBEJET B OIHOM CMajbHE WJIM B HAIlleH cTapoi OMOIMOTEKe — KaK MUHUMYM TJTyTIO.

— Baxmnas nepcona? DToT MOJIOJON YeJIOBEK, UTO mpuexai ¢ Bamu?.. OH He BBIIJISIUT Kak
KaKOW-TO 3HATHBIN JIOPA, — BHOBb Mofaia rojaoc JoHH, a s... KakeTcsl, s KOro-To CerogHsl O4YeHb
CUJIbHO OOMIKY — €CJIM 9TOT KTO-TO HE BCTIOMHHUT O CBOMX MPSIMBIX 00s13aHHOCTSIX ! — 3aueM emMy 3axo-
JWUTH B APYTUE KOM...

— Jlonu! — mpuKpHKHYJIa 51, XJIOMHYB JIAJ0HBIO 10 cToity. City’KaHKa 3aMOJIKJIa, OOMKEHHO IpH-
KycuB ry0y. — He criopp co mHo#. BooOmie. BOeit 310 npaBuio B cBoe CO3HAHUE JIIOOBIM U3 CIOCO-
60B. Ecnit He MOJKellb CIIpaBUTHCS caMa — CIIpocH coBeTa y [xuB3a, Kak 100uThes pesyabrara. Ho
repecTalb, HAKOHell, 0eCUTh MeHs, BO MMs Xaoca!!!

[Tneun cyxaHKM HAYaIM TIOAPArkBaTh, a 5 3aKaTHIA I71a3a, TOHUMAs, 9TO 3TO OYAET CJIOXKHO. . .

Her, He mpocTo CIOKHO — 3TO OyZIET CIIOKHEe BCETo, UTO s Jefajia paHblie!

— JloHu, He IU1a4b, — CKOMaHJOBaJIa sl CYXO, MPEKPACHO OCO3HABAS, UTO €CIM Celvyac HaAuHy
C HeW CIOCIOKaTh, OHA pa3peBercs emle Oosbine, — Thl MOHsUIA CBOIO 33/ady? — CIPOCWIA uyepes
HECKOJIbKO CEKYH[I, TO3BOJIUB JICBYIIIKE MTPUATU B ceOsl.
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— Ila, Mosozasi rocrioxa, — BCXJIMITHYB, OTO3BAJIaCh Ta.

— Becb goM, — HarOMHMJIA POBHO.

— ByzeT ucnonmHeHo, MoJiofiast Tocroxka, — mpooypyaia moja Hoc JoHu.

Ara, Kaxercsi, MeHsI 371eChb y)Ke HEHABHUIAT. ..

— anee. Bce cuera, Bce JONTOBBIE PACTIMCKU, BCE PACXOTHBIC JIMCTBI — BCE 9TH OyMaru JOJIKHBI
OBITH 371€Ch, HA 9TOM CTOJIE, Yepe3 napy MuHyT. o npuxona [Ixus3a. M na, otnpasb ero cioaa, mosia-
raio, OH KJET MEHsI B KOMHATe MOei MaTepy.

— Xopolto, MoJozas Tocnoxa, — KuHysna J{oHu, I1ss B TOJ. 3aTeM pa3BepHYNAch, YTOOBI
BBITH M3 KaOMHETa, HO 3amepiia y camou aBepu. — [la, Monoaas rocnoxa. .. mo nosoay Iomza. He
yBepeHa, 4To OoH OyJeT 3aHUMaThcs (pacagoM 3JaHUs. ..

— Bygert. A ecnu He Oyzer, TO CKaxu, 4TO 51 HailiMy Jipyroro padotHuKa. M Bare kajJoBaHbe
OylieT yMEeHbIIIEHO, YTOOBI 51 MOIJIa C HUM PacIIaTUThCs. To eCTh TBOE JKaJIOBaHbE, sKaJlOBaHbe bepThl,
JlxxuB3a u camoro Iloaza. Bel ke nonyyaere cBoe xajioBaHbe?..

— Xopotiio, Tak eMy 1 Tepeiam, — 9yTh 0oJiee OKHMBJICHHO 0TO3Bajtach JloHM.

Kaxercs, nepcriekTHBa MoTepsATh JEHbIM IyTajia ee OoJbIIe, YeM HEOOXOIMMOCTh Pa3OrpaThCs
C Ca/IOBHUKOM.

W na, ¢ moeii cTtopoHbl 3T0 ObLIO kecTKo. Ho yem oHM 3aHuUMamch Bce 3Tv roapl?! ['prls
cymmm? [{BeTouky Ha pofasky BeiparmBain? OCOOHSIK B TAKOM 3aITyIIEHHOM COCTOSIHUM, YTO MHE
CTBIJTHO 3BaThCsl IJIaBOW poja!

— W BoT emme — can qomkeH ObITh MPUBEEH B CBOHM MpexHuil Bui. B Onuxkaiiiee Bpems. U
eciu o3 He Oynet cripaBiIsAThCS. . .

— Jla, #a, s NoHslIa, MOXETe He MPOJOJIKAaTh, — AKTUBHO 3akuBasia JloHU, a 3aTeM Kak-To I10-
HOBOMY, CJIOBHO C JIETKMM a3apToOM, B3IVIsIHYJIa HA MEHs. — A 4TO JieJlaTh, KOTrAa IpUuayT BOphl?

— Bopbl? — yauBuiach 1.

—Hy na! Kak To/IpKO MBI yKpacuM TEPPUTOPHIO BOKPYT OCOOHSIKA IIBETAMH M OYUCTUM (pacaji ¢
JOPOXKKaMH, BCE BOKPYT IMOWMYT, YTO TEMephb y HAC €CTh YeM MOKUBUTHCS. Kak Mbl Oyem oTOMBaThCs
ot rpadureseii?.. [Ipuroposn CTomIIb, €y Bbl He 3aMETUIIN, MOJIOZIast TOCTIONA, YKe TaBHO IepecTa
OBbITH OE30MACHBIM /17151 TIPOCTBIX Y YECTHBIX MUPSIH.

— Ilyctp mormpoOyIoT MPUIATH, — CIIOKOMHO MPOW3HECHa 51 U JIEHUBO BBIILEIKHYJIA WCKPY W3
nasiplieB. — byger Ha kom pa3MsAThCs 10 Bo3BpalleHus B JJapkcToyH.

I'maza cinyxaHkM pacHIMPWIMCh, TMOCTENEHHO HAIOJHSSICh KAKOW-TO CTPAHHOM PaJOCThi0 U
HEJIOBEPUEM. . .

— T'ocnoxa Hayuwmsiach ynpapJsiTb CBOEH CHIION! — BBIKPUKHYJIA OHA U TYT K€ 3aKpblla poT
JIaJOIIKaMH, a Ha ee JIULIE TOSIBUJIOCh BbIpaXEHNE UCKPEHHETO cYacThsl. — Ternepb Hac HUKTO HE TPo-
Her! Teneps Hac OyayT GosiTbes!!!

— BynyT, OynyT, — KUBHYJA 51, 4yTh HAXMY PUBIIIHCS.

Hey:xenu onu Bce 310 Bpemsi HOMHWINA ..

310 OBUIO HEOKUIAHHO.

— A erme rocnoxa craja O4eHb KpacuBoM, — 3ameTwia [IoHu, KoTopas mocyie Moeil MajieHb-
KO IEMOHCTpAlMY CHJIbl MOMEHTAIbHO U3MEHMJIa KO MHE OTHOLIeHUe. — Teneps OHa CMOKET HalTu
nocroiHoro kenuxa! Boraroro u kpacusoro! M B JoMe BHOBb MOSIBATCS A€HBIM, KPACUBbIC BEIlU U
BKycHas efa!

— Bce 310 nosiBuTcs 1 6€3 MosiBIeHUsI IOCTOPOHHUX M HUKOMY He HYXKHBIX CyObEKTOB Ha Tep-
pUTOpUH OCOOHSIKA, — OTBeTHIIA 51 KUCio. — [To3oBu [IxkuB3a. M nmpuHecn MHe Bce Oymaru.

— OHu yxe Ha crosie, MoJIofiasi FOCroka, — OXOTHO OT3bIBaeTcs [JJoHu, mia3za KOTOpou... O Aa,
OHH Tereph OyKBaJIbHO rOpeNy MpeaBKyIeHrneM 0e30eaHOM Ku3HH !

Kak BCIIOMHIO — Tak B3JpOTHY...

Bennsru. 910 X 40 KaKOro OTYAsIHUSI HY)KHO JOBECTH CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX CIYT, YTOOBI OHU
103a0bLTH, B YbeM JIOME CITyKaT?.. DTO ke He 3a0pOIIECHHBIN TPAKTUP, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!
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S oTKMHYNAch Ha CIIMHKY Kpeca.

Ha, pabotsl Briepen MHOTO. HO 51 BBITaIy Hallle IMEHHE U3 AOJTOBOW SIMBI — 4ero Obl MHE 3TO
HU cTous10. U 51 3acTaBiio MpUCIyry BCIOMHHATB O TOM, YTO TaKOe poioBOi 0coOHsK I3’ Bappo.

XOTST OHU TOTO — WM HET.

— JIxuB3, — cyxo HanloMHWIa [I0HH, 3aCTHIBIIICH B TI03€ «sI CYACTIIMBA U HE CKPBIBAIO 3TOTO».

Cnyxanka OyKBaJIbHO BbUIETENIA M3 KaOMHETa, M 51 Havasla pasIyisabiBaTh OyMaru, CIOKeHHBIE
aKKypartHo# cTorkoi. [To BceMy BBIXOIWIIO, UTO MaTh OCTaBHJIA HE TAK MHOT'O JOJITOB — OHA BOOOIIIE
TMIOYTH HE JKHJIa B OCOOHSIKE: BCE OCHOBHBIE JIONTOBBIE PACIIMCKY MOSBUIIMCH €IIie TIPU OTIIE.

Ha Bcex Oymarax crosijia ero noamnmuch.

Sl morepna mepeHocHUIly, CTapasch He aHaJIM3UPOBaTh, YTO MO ITOMY IOBOLY YyBCTBYIO.
KoneuHo, otel He ObUT CBATHIM. .. HO ¥ IbSIHBIM IpadyHOM OH MHE TOe He 3aroMHuIcsi. OH BooO1e
HUKOI/Ia He TIOMHUMAJI TIPU MHE PYKY Ha MaTh... BOT TOJNBKO... KAaKOro-To BHUMaHUs K cede ¢ ero
CTOPOHBI 51 TOXE HE TOMHIO.

Crpansbiii OH ObUT yesioBeK. CIIOBHO MOTEPSHHBIM.

A 107TOB y 3TOTrO YeIoBeKa OKa3aJloch MHOTO. .. Kak y Hac /10 cux mop He 0ToOpaiu UMEeHue
— B0oOOIIIe OOJBINON Borpoc. [lymaro, 31ech MaMaH TOJICYeTHIIACh.

— Moronas rocrnoska, Baiil rocTh KyJa-To 3acoOMpasicsi! — BOPBABIIKCh B KAOWHET Oe3 CTyKa,
coobmmia JJoHu.

3a Hell CIOKOWHO BOIIIes cTapyK KUB3, IPUKPBIBAs 32 COOOM IBEPb.

— IlycTb uzer, MHe Ge3 pa3HUIIbI, — OTMaxXHYJIach si, @ TOTOM BIPYT BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO TaK M HE
MPEe/ICTaBIJIa TOTyOOI1a30r0 CIyraM. . .

Xaoc MeHs MOXKPH. . .

Hapetocs, s He ockopOua ero... 3Tum?..

W ecnu oH ceityac yxoauT, TO KOTAa s CMOT'Y UCITPaBUTh CUTYaIUIO?

— To ecTb OH He ocTaHeTcs Ha 00e/? — yTOYHUIIA, TIHITAsICh COOOpa)aTh OBICTPO.

— Her, mornonas xo3siiika, — OTBETWII CTapuK [[)KUB3, — OH MPUIET K YKHHY.

— XopoI1o, — KUBHYJIA 51, TOCTYKUBAsI MAJIbIIAMH IO CTOIY.

— Mornozas rocroxa. .. — pooko nogasia ronoc Jlonu. — f He ynpaBiioch co BCEM OfHA... HE
3a OfIVH JICHb.

— Tel u He Oygelb OJJHA, — CHIOKOWHO OTBETWJIA fI... A 3aTeM MpHHsIa perreHue. — 1 Tede
MIOMOTYy.

—YTO?! — [Tonn enpa He noackounyia Ha Mecte, — Jla kak xe?.. [la BbI xe!..

— MHe He BriepBoii yorparbcs. Tak uTo yCHOKOMCS ¥ TPUHECH MHE BEAPO C TPATKON. 51 3aiimych
CBOEH KOMHATOW M KOMHaTaMu Ha BTopoM 3T1axke. C TeOst — epBbIi 3Tak. A Tenepb — OpbIch oTciona!l —
41 6e337100HO0 MaxHYyIa Ha ABEPh; OT ITOW SHEPTUIHOU OCOOBI 5 yCIiesa clierka MoIyCcTaTh.

JloH MIHOBEHHO CKPBUIACh C TJIa3, a s TIepeBeria TSKENbIN B3IJIsA]] Ha JBOPEIIKOTO:

— JI’K¥MB3, CKa)XU MHE YTO-HUOYIIh XOpoIIIee.

— MBI OueHb KJanu Bac, MOJIOAAst XO35IKa, — PACTSIHYJI CyXue I'yObl B yJIBIOKE CTapHK.

— OHO 3aMeTHO, — He 6e3 UPOHMU OTO3BAIACH 51 M yKe B KOTOPBIN pa3 3a ITOT JeHb MPHUKPbLIA
JIMIO JIAIOHAMU. — Math OCTaBjIsiia Kakue-To 0coOble YKa3aHMs Irepesl CBOMMHU oThe3namu? Ectb
YTO-TO, O YEM $I TOJKHA 3HATH?..

— B nocneqHuii cBOi mpues/1 oHa 3aX0uiIa B Ballly KOMHATY, HO TIocJie Oersioro ocMoTpa si He
OOHApPYKWJI TaM HUKAKUX U3MEHEHUI, — HEMHOTO TOJlyMaB, OTBETHJI IBOPELIKH.

— Xoporio, HaYHYy YOOPKY C Hee, — ycTaslo KUBHYJA 1. — Uto-HUOyAb o ciayrax?..

— Huuero oco6eHHOTO — HUKaKMX Kpax (paMHIIBHOTO cepeOpa, HUKAKMX MYTHBIX HCTOPHIA: BCE
YKCTHI ¥ HAJISKHBI, — YBEPEHHO Mpou3Hec [IKKB3, U 51 eMy MOBEpuIIa.

—ITons?..

— CnoxHbII XapaKkTep, — B3I0XHYJI IBOPELKUAIA, — HO BBl C HUM CIIPABUTECH.
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— 41 He Oyay c HUM CHIPaBJIATHCS, — NMOKAYasa rojloBOM, — Y BacC 3[€Ch IAaBHO CJIOKHIIACH CBOSI
uepapxusi, U s1 He X04y B Hee BJie3arh. [IpocTo nepeaait eMy, 4To BCe IIBETHI C 3aIHETO ABOPA JOJIKHBI
OBITH TIepecakeHbl Ha nepeanuil. Caj JoyKeH ObITh IPUBEICH B CBOM NPEXHUIA BU, a paca] 30aHus
OYMIIIEH OT TUIECEHH U TPSI3H.

— D710 Oy#eT TPYyIHO, — MoYecaB CBOM OakeHOap/bl, MPOTSIHYJI CTAPHK, IS/ HA TTOTOJIOK.

— A yxe ckazana [Ionn, gymaio, oHa epesiacT eMy: B Cily4yae 0TKasa sl HaliMy HOBOTO paOOTHHKA
Y COKpaIIly Ballle KaJJOBaHbe.

— CnpaBeyiuBO, — HE MEHSISICh B JIMIIE U MTPOJOJIKAsL CMOTPETh Ha MOTOJIOK, COITIACUIICS JIBO-
PELIKUIA; 3aTeM OIYCTHJI B3IJIs] HAa MeHs1: — VIHOTAa BBl OYeHb CUJIbHO HAlIOMHMHAETE Ballly Marh.

— 41 He Xouy 3TOrO CibILaTh, [IKUB3, — MPOU3HECA 51 CIIOKOMHO U CYXO.

Hanetoch, 9T0 OOBSACHSTH MPUUYMHBI TAKOW peaklMu MHe He mpujercs. OIHAKO CTapuK JBO-
pelKuil ObUT Ha YIUBJIEHUE TTPO30PIIMBBIM YETOBEKOM.

— Kak Oyner yroqHo MoJofiol X03siiiKe, — C OTTOYEHHBIM 32 MHOTHE TO/IbI CITYKObI TOKJIOHOM
OTBETHJI OH.

— U1 nocneanuii Bonpoc, — ckazana s, MoAHUMasiCh ¢ Kpecia. — CTOUT JIM UCKaTh HOBYIO KO-
HOMKY, Wiu JloHu cripabisiercs?

— ¥V Bac Her AeHer Ha HOBYIO 9KOHOMKY, — YECTHO cKazaj crapuk Jlxus3. — [loromy syuine
OCTaBHUTh BCE KaK ecThb. [JOHM ellle MHOroMy HYKHO HAay4YHThCSl, HO B 9TOM HET HUYEro IUIOXOro:
BCE KOIZIa-TO C Yero-To HauMHaIM. A BOT TO, YTO BBl PEIIMJIM OCTAHOBUTH MPOJAKY IIBETOB, CUIIBHO
OTpPa3UTCs Ha KOJIMYECTBE €/1bl 32 3aBTPAIIHUM 00€/I0M, — HEOKUJAHHO 3aKOHYMII OH.

— $1 yTo-HUOY OB MpUAYMal0, — MoooeIaia s ¥ CTPEMUTESHHO BBIIIUIA U3 KaOWHEeTa.

Humera. [Taxxe qymars 00 3TOM He XO0uUy.

OpaHako NoOHUMAIO, YTO MPUAETCS.

C HeOa Ha MeHsI ICHbI'M TOYHO HE yIMaayT: He TOT yPOBEHb BE3EHMSI.

Ha BTOpOM 3Taxe y Moeil cajJbHU MeHS YKe KIajlo BeJpo C TPSIMKOM, a TaKke MepeIHuK,
YTOOBI 51 HE CHJIBHO MCTIAuKaJia IIaThe. 3acyumnia pyKaBa, 3aBsi3ajia BOJIOCH B y3eIl M Hajiesa epe-
HUK. B3sB Be1po, HAMOJIOBMHY 3aMlOIHEHHOE BOJIOM, OTKPbUIA JBEPh B CBOIO CTAPYIO CIIAIBHIO.

VIMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT M3 coce/lHell KOMHATHI Bbiliesl Pec M Ha cekyHay 3amep, IJIsiis Ha
MeHsi. Ha ero nmiie He oTpa3miioch HU OTHOM SMOIMH, YeMy 51, COOCTBEHHO FOBOPsI, HE CHJTBHO Y-
BUJIach (OBLIO OBI CTPAaHHO, eciid Obl OH, HA00OPOT, oTpearnpoBai). Ho B3msA ero romyosix rj1a3 Ha
rapy MIHOBEHUI 3aJiepKajicsl Ha Moel (pUrype ¢ BepoM U TPAIKOU B pyKax, OTYEro CTajo Clierka
HEYIOTHO.

Ha, st Xo3s1iiKa 3TOro JoMa, " /1, sl COOUPAIOCh BEIYUCTUTH CBOM JIOM 32 HEIMEHHUEM TTPUCITYTH.
Eme Bonpocht?..

A TOTOM 51 BCTIOMHMJIA O CBOEM ITPOCYETE C MPECTABICHUEM BaKHOTO TOCTSI M BMUT CIIyJIach.
U xak MHE OOBSCHUTH €My, UTO 3TO OblJTa He HEBOCITUTAHHOCTH?.. DTO MPOCTO. .. MEPEU30BITOK BIie-
YaTJIEeHU! 32 OJIMH JeHb! Y MeHs BbIJIETEJIO U3 TOJIOBbI, YTO MOW TOCTb HYKAAETCS B IIPE/CTaBIeHUM !
He roBopsi 0 ToM, 4TO s IOHATHS HE UMEI0, €CTh JIU HEOOXOJMMOCTbD B €0 MPE/ICTABIEHNH KaK TaKo-
BOM B MPHUHIIUIIE: HACTIEAHUK HE OCTABJISsUT MHE HUKAKUX YKa3aHWUH 10 3TOMY MoBoay. MokeT, Teso-
XpaHUTeNIb UMIIepaTopa BOOOIIE 37eCh MHKOTHUTO?..

3amgymanach Haj 3TUM... M BOpsAMb, ¢ 4ero BAPYT 51 TaK Pa3BOJIHOBAJIACH MO 3TOMY MOBOAY?
Wx npobriema, 4To MHE HUKTO HUYero He o0bsicHui! [laxe clyr nmpeaynpeniiv o HalleM TpHhe3/e
6e3 Moero HerocpecTBeHHOro yuactusi! Tak 4To. ..

41 3appana nonOOPOAOK ¥ YBEPEHHBIM IIIArOM BOIILIA B CBOIO CTApyI0 KOMHATy, ocTaBiisisi [ HeB
Hmmnepatopa nenath CBOM HUKOMY He BE/IOMble BHIBOJIbI B OIMHOYECTBE.

Hnmepecho, ckonbko mbl mak RPOCMosAu — YCmasusuiiucCo opye Ha opyea?..

Mpak, Hy 4TO 3a IIyIble Mblcan?!

Bce, xBarut! Yem meHblie 51 Oyay oOpaiarh Ha HEro BHUMaHUs, TeM ObICTpee MPUBLIKHY K €0
MIPUCYTCTBUIO B MOei u3HU. [1ycTh 1 BpeMEHHOMY .. .
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JymaTh 0 HalllKMX 3aHATHSAX HE XOTEJI0Ch COBCEM: 10J1aral0, CJI0BO «HEJIOBKOCTb» CTAHET HEOTb-
eMJIEMOI YacThI0 MOETO OOyUYEHHUSI.

N nouemy B neiicTBUTENILHOCTH OH OKazajicsl TakuMm... TAKMM?! Ot muioro norepsiiku B
MOMX CHaX He OCTaJIOCh U cliefja. A CTpaHHas IIyTKa Y BOPOT ABOPIIA TeTlepb Ka3aaach IIOIOM COO-
CTBEHHOM (paHTa3UHU. ..

BcerpsixHyB rosoBoii, s 3aKpbljia 3a cOOOH IBEph, OTpe3asi OT ce0s1 BAHOBHUKA CMYTH B MOEM
CO3HAHMU.

[NepBbIM J1e510M MofIoNIIA K OKHY U OTKpbUIa ero. Ecim Bech 1oM 51 Moria Obl Ha3BaTh CKI1agoM
s Pyxusiam, To Mo kOMHaTa 1o npaBy Hocwiia 3BaHue Llapcreo [Tbui. HeBoabHO BCOMHIWIIMCH
cyioBa JIoHM 0 BOpax: Ja OHU 3a/I0XHYTCSI OT HEXBATKH CBEKETO BO3/1yXa, ITPEkK/Ie YeM YCIEIOT YKPacThb
KaKOW-HUOY/Ib TIOTEMHEBIIINI OT BpeMEHH CepeOpsIHbIN MOCBEUHHK.

[TaTHagUATh MUHYT M JBE CMEHBI BeJpa — U 110 MOy MOEH CIaJIbHU CTaJlo MOXKHO XOIUTh 03
OO0SI3HM HACTYITUTh HA KaKOe-HUOY/Ib HAaCeKOMOe, CripsiTaBiieecs B Ipsa3u! Ho cHayasia MHe MpUIioch
BBITAIIUTD U3-TI0]l KPOBATU HECKOJIBKO CYH/IyKOB CO CBOEH AETCKOM OfIEKI0M U CTAPBIMK UTPYIIIKAMH.
Boo0irie, ObII0 OBl HETIJIOXO BHIKMHYTh U3 JIOMa BECh XJIaM. 3HAI0, YTO CIIYT'd HE Of0OpsAT, HO IS
MEHsI 9TU BellM He SIBJISIOTCS KaKOW-TO MaMSTBIO WM IIEHHOCTHIO, KOTOPYIO HETIPEMEHHO XO4eTCs
COXPaHMTb.

Urpymku U3 cyHayka ObUIM CBUIETENISIMA MOETO OJMHOYECTBA, a TIOJHbIE PIOIIEK M KPYXKeB
TUIAThs, IANOYKH, HOCOYKH, IIETKOBbIE IEPUATOUYKH M MAHTAJIOHYMKY — HATIOMUHAHKEM O TOM, UYTO
MEHsI C CaMOro JETCTBA HeJlb3s1 ObUIO KacaThCsl.

41 BBITEpNIA TOT CO J1OA ¥ MPUABMHYA K ce0e CYHAYK C UTPYLIKAMU.

[Tapy cekynn nomymana u Bce ke OTKpbUIa ero. OToABHMHY/NA KYCOK MaTe€pHH, JIeKaBILIUN
ceepxy. ITocmoTpena Ha copepkrMoe HEMUTaloMM B30poM. 3akpblia cyHIyK. CHoBa oTkpbLia. U
ME/IJIEHHO MO/IHSUIACh C I0JIA.

— IIXu-u-u-u-uB3! — Mo3Bajia rPOMKO, 0cO00 He CTpajast OT OTCYTCTBUsI COOCTBEHHBIX MaHep.

— Jla, Mosoziast X0351lKa, — HEBO3MYTHMO ITPOU3HOCUT JABOPELIKUIA, TOSIBIISISAICh HA TIOPOTe MOE
CTIJIbHU ¥ HUCKOJIBKO He YIMBIISISICh KAPTHHE MacioM «Morozasi rocrioxka — MbUIeCOOPHUK». A s erie
Y KOCBIHKY TIOBEpX BOJIOC TMOBSI3a/Ia, M TOAOJ TUIaThs 3alpaBrja 3a MosiC, YTOO OHO HE BOJOYMIIOCH
I10 TOJy. .. KOpoYe, Kpaca — IJ1a3 He OTOpBarh.

— CpouHo Haiiu otieHIMKa-oBeaupa. [Ipsmo ceituac. Y Beau ero cioga HemeyieHHO, — OTAaJIa
sl YETKUI MpUKa3, CIIOKOMHO IS5 Ha CTapHKa.

— Byner nicnonHeHo, Mosiofas X03s1Ka, — KOPOTKO KUBHYJI JBOPELIKUAN U Pa3BEPHYIICS, UTOOBI
YUTH.

- U, IxuB3...

— Ila, Mononasi xo3stiika? — 00epHyJICS ABOPELKHUIA.

— [Noxaunyii, erie Mo30BU MOPTHOTO, — CAYBAsI MbUIb C JIOKOHA, BHIOUBILIETOCS U3-TI0]l KOCBHIHKY,
cKazana fl.

JIBOpenKuii KMBHYJI BTOPUYHO U BBIIIEN U3 MOEH CIaJIbHU, a 5 CTSIHYJIA KOCBIHKY U OITyCTHJIA
B3IJISI/T HA CYHIIYK.

CyH1yK, TIOJHBINA JparolieHHOCTEN.
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I'naBa 1. JIean

VkuH OBUIO perieHo MoaTh B IIECTh Beuepa, ¥ K TOMy MOMEHTY U3 OCOOHSIKA yKe ObliIa BhIBe-
3eHa TpeTh Bcell MeOenu (51 OCTaBMIIa TOJBKO TO, YTO MOXKHO ObLJIO Ha3BaTh «aHTHKBAPUATOM» ), HA
OKHAaxX BHUCEJIA JOPOTUE TsKEJIbIe IITOPBI U JIETKUM, KaK IyX, TIOJIb, HA MTApKETE JIeKaJla Ilapa HOBBIX
KOBPOB (3TO BCE, YTO S CyMeJa OTBICKaTb B OKPECTHOCTAX 3a HECKOJIBKO YacoB), a B TOCTUHOM Iep-
BOTO 3Ta)ka BUTAJI NOTPSACAIOIINKI apoMaT CBEKEITPUTOTOBJIEHHOIO MsICa C TPABaMH. ..

[Mocne reHepasybHOIM YMCTKM UM M30aBIEHHUs OT BETXOrO XJlaMa B JIOME CTaJIO Jierde JbIIIaTh:
NOSIBUIJIOCH OOJIbIlie cCBOOOAHOrO MpocTpaHcTBa. Y, mogymas, s 1axke NMpUHsJIA pelIeHHe He 3aMe-
HATb BHIOPOLIEHHYI0 MeOesb HOBOW. MHe HpaBUJIOCh, UTO B OCOOHSIKE MOSBUIICA. . . 6030yx. [1oxkanyi,
NPUKYILTIO NTApy AUBAHOB, MOXKET ObITh, COY M KaKOW-HUOYAb M3SIITHBII KOMOJ ceOe B CIAJIbHIO — U
Ha 3TOM OCTaHOBJIIOCh. Kpeciia B rocTUHOM MEHS BIIOJIHE YCTPAaWBaJIM, @ 3aTPOMOXK/IATh IOMEILEHNE
YEM-TO JIMIIHUM HE XOTEJIOCh COBCEM.

Hansteie paboure noy cTporiuM Ha30poM JJoHM 1 MeHst BBIIpaniv Bech JOM JI0 Onecka, [loxs
yCIieJl epecajuTh YyacTh KyCTOB, YKPACHB TEPPUTOPHIO IEpe]l BXOJOM B OCOOHSK, a s 003aBesach
Mapoil HOBBIX HAPSJIOB, KOTOpble OyAyT TOTOBBHI TOJBKO Yepe3 ABa JAHS... HO sl HE TOpomwiach. B
KOMHATe MaTepH HAIJIOCh HECKOJIBKO MOAXOASAIINX IJIATHEB YEPHOTO LIBETA, Y TEIEPSD A LIUIA B CTO-
JIOBYIO — YKPALLIEHHYIO CBEKMMM LIBETAMH B Ba3aX, BHIMBITBIMU OKHAMU (& BBIMBITBIE OHU JIEMCTBU-
TEJILHO YKPAlllaJy NOMEILEHNE) U TEM CaMBbIM JIETKUM, KaK ITyX, TIOJIEM, — [P ITOJIHOM Hapaje. Mou
BOJIOCHI OBLIM YJIOKEHBI B CJIOKHYIO ITpudecKy (JIoHM U TyT moacyeTusiach, XOpolas JeByILKa, elle
OBl OOJITasIa TIOMEHBIIIE), TUIAThe UACATbHO CHENO0 Ha (purype (MOPTHUXM MOMOIJIH TTIOAOTHAT HAPSI]
10 MHE), @ B IVIa3aX 3aCThIJIM CIIOKOMCTBUE Y YBEPEHHOCTh B 3aBTPAILHEM JHE: KOJIMYECTBO Jparo-
LIEHHOCTEW YMEHBIIMJIOCH JIMIIb Ha ITapy MEPCTHENU U OJHY JUALEMY — a 51 YKE CTOJIBKO BCEr0 CMOITIA
cle1aTh U MIOMEHATh B CBOEM poioBoM rHeszie! [la, Teneps s Oblia COBCEM He IPOTUB 3BaThCs ITIABOW
pona. EnvHCTBEHHAsA MBIC/Ib, KOTOpas Tep3aja MEHA, — 3TO OTKy/a Yy MaTepy TaKUe COKpOBMILA?..
To, 4TO KJ1a/1 O BceM 3THM JOOPOM MPUHAIJICKHUT i, He MOUIEKaI0 COMHEHHUIO. DTO BIIOJHE B AyXe
MaMaH — CIIpATaTh JParoleHHOCTH B CYHIYKE C MOMMM CTapbIMU UI'PYLIKaMH, O KOTOPBIX BCE yXke
naBHO no3a0bu. Ho Math mo3Bommia [kuB3y yBHAETh, YTO OHA 3aXOOHUT B MOIO KOMHATY, U 9TOT
(bakT roBopuT 00 OAHOM: OHa XOTeJa, YTOOBl CTApUK 3HAJI O ee MepeaBukeHUsX 1o aoMy. U 3Hana,
YTO paHO WM MO3IHO £ MOSABIIOCH B HALLIEM POJIOBOM THE3JIE.

Ho orkyna ona morna 310 3Hath? U mouemy permia OCTaBUTh 3TH COKPOBHINA B OCOOHSIKE?
Heyxemu 9TO npeanazHayanock MHe?..

MHe cpo4HO HYKHO IEPErOBOPUTSH C Hel. KesaTesnbHO — ¢ Mia3y Ha Iv1as.

— JIxuB3, T/ie Hall rOCTh? — HAYMHAs HEPBHO TepPeOUTh PyKaB IUIaThs, CIPOCUIIA 51 y BOpELl-
KOTO.

— OH... — HayaJ CTapuK.

W mb1 0062 NOBEpHYIMCh K OKHY, TIOCKOJIbKY 3a 9TMM CaMblM OKHOM B 3TOT CaMblii MOMEHT
TOJIBIXHYJI IOPTAJI IEPEXO/a.

— [onaraio, oH GyzeT ¢ MUHYTBl HA MUHYTY, — C IPO(PeCCUOHAIBHBIM CITIOKOWCTBUEM JIOJIOKHIT
JBOPELIKHIA.

Onnaxko Pec nosiBuiicst B JoMe HAMHOTO paHblIIIe. A eCii ObITh TOYHOH — CITYCTSI IECATh CEKYH/I.

I'neB Mimmieparopa Bomen BHYTpb, 100pajicsi 1O TOCTMHOM M OCTAaHOBWJICS KaK BKOIAHHBIA —
yBuzeB MeHs. .. IlepeBen B3misn Ha IIKMB3a, 4TO CTOSUT psIOM. 3aTeM — Ha OOHOBJIEHHYIO MeOeJb
Y HAYMIIEHHBIN /10 OJlecka KaMUH. 3aTeM — Ha JIBepb, U3 KOTOPOW JOHOCUIIUCH AWBHBIE APOMATHI. . .
W BHOBb Ha MeHS.

Ho ternieppb — yxe 6osee 0OCTOSATENBHO Pa3IIsiabIBasl.

— He otkaxerech OT ykuHa?.. — CIIpOCHJIA sI POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM, KOTZIa Tay3a pacTsHyJIach JO
HENPUJIMYHOM.
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— He oTkaxych, — Tak xe poBHO 0TO3BajIcs Pec, M Mbl BMeCTe OTIPaBUIIHCH B CTOJIOBYIO. . .

Heckonbko MUHYT MBI OJIarOBOCITUTAHHO KEBAJIM, HACTAXIAsiCh BKYCOM U yTOJSISl YyBCTBO
rosniona. Hakownerr romy0orsassiil OTCTaBIII OOKaJl ¢ BAHOM M HEB3HAYal 3aMETHIL:

— B nome npon3omnuio MHOTo U3MEHEeHHH, ¢ TeX TIOp Kak s yIe.

— Jla, — BEKJIMBO COITIACKJIACH 51, HE TOPOIISICHh MYCKAThCs B TIOSICHEHUSI.

UYepes ecaTh CEKYH]T «CIIyYaliHO» BCTPETUIIACH C HUM Ila3aMH. A BOT MOM OyIyIITUi yUUTEb
BCE 9TO BpeMs CMOTpEJ Ha MEHsI He OTPbIBAsICh.

Xouer paseepHytoro orsera? Wiam npocro cMorput?.. § neBylika CKpoMHasi, HAMEKOB HE
MOHMMAIO. . .

— BbI Kyza-To OTIIy4Yanuch Ha HECKOJIBKO YacoB, — CKa3ajla BMECTO OTBETa Ha €r0 He3aIaHHBIN
BOIIPOC.

— Jla, — TaK xe HeMHOTOCJIOBHO OTBeTHJI Pec.

XM... @y Hac IOBOJIbHO 3aHSITHBII Pa3roBOP BBIXOAUT. A ITIABHOE — MH(POPMATUBHBIN KaKoi !

— Bol npogamm 4to-To U3 cBOMX (haMIJIBHBIX JIParolieHHOCTEN? — TeM BpeMEeHEM ITOUHTEPEeco-
BaJICsl TOTyOOTIa3bIi.

[NoHsATHS HE MMEI0, YbM APArolieHHOCTH XpaHsTcs B cyHayke. Ho Bee Harte «(amuiibHOe» yxe
JaBHO 3AJI0KEHO IO MPOIIEHTHI — ellle ¢ Moero jercrBa. Hamo Obl, KcTaTh, Kak-HUOYIb 3aHATHCS
STHUM BOIIPOCOM. . .

Ho ceituac BaxxHO apyroe.

— A BHl mocentanu gopent?.. — 1 Hakosona Ha BUJIKY KyCOYEK COYHOTO MsiCa U aKKypaTHO
TIOJIOXKWUJIA €T0 B POT, He OTBOAS OT Peca Hy oueHb HAMBHOTO B3IV,

B urpy «urHopupyii Borpoc» MOXKXHO Urpath 1eJIbIi Bevep!

— Bbl rulanHupyeTte u Jasibilie BECTH AUAJIOT B TIOIOOHON hopMe? — CIOKOWHO cripocui Pec,
OTKJIaAbIBast TPUOOPHI U TSI IPSMO MHE B IJIa3a.

— Bac npucraBuiay, 4ToObl criequTh 32 MHOH? — $1 TOXe oTcTaBuiIa GOKaJT C BOJOM.

— Ham nipenictout Liestyio HeslesTio HaclaxAaTbesi OOIIECTBOM JAPYT APYra, — HEOKUIAHHO MEHSISI
TOH ¢ 0(PMIIMATIBHOTO Ha HEO(PULIMAIBbHBIIN, TOJEIIIICS CO MHOI Pec, BIIOJIHE KOHKPETHO MPOHU3UPYS
10 TIOBOJLY TPSIAYIIEro «HaciakAeHus». — Jlymaio, ObU10 Obl JIOTMYHO HAUTH OOIMME sI3bIK. MHaue
Hepelns OyaeT. .. TPYIHOM.

— Hymato, 51 BeITEpIUTIO. — $1 pacTsiHya ryObl B HEMCK pEHHEH YJIbIOKe, COBEPIIIEHHO He TOPOIISICh
U/ITH C HIM HAa MUPOBYIO.

Ha, s Bce elnie MOMHIO, KaK OH OTIIBBIPHYJI MEHsI B CTEHY, HAMEpeBasiCh U30aBUTHCS OT «OTac-
HOCTW» B TIPUCYTCTBMHM HacjeaHuka. U na, s1 Bce emje OOMKeHa, YTO OH He TOPOIMTCS] BCIIOMUHATD
Hare oOIIeHue 10 ero 0cBOOOXaeHus 13 YepHoii OallHu.

S — neBymika, B koHiie KoH1oB! U s ero nienoBana. Ero! Enuncreennoro! Bo3moxHo — niepBoro
U TIOCJIE/THETO.

A OH faxe He Hanpsrcs NoOIaroapuTh MEHs 3a CIIACEHUE, HE TOBOPS YKEe O TOM, YTOOBI TTOTTbI-
TaThCsl BBIYJUTh U3 CBOETO CO3HAHMSI MOMEHTHI HAIIIETO MPUATHOTO COBMECTHOTO BPEMSIIPETPOBOK-
neHus!

— D70 Bai BHOOp, JIeu, — POBHO U 6e3 SMOoIMil 0To3Basics Pec, B3I KOTOPOro MIHOBEHHO
CTaJl OTCTPAaHEHHBIM.

— Korza Bbl mmanupyete HauaTh MOe 0OyueHue? — UTHOPHUPYsI BCE 3TH M3MEHEHUs1, CIIPOCHIIA 5.

— IIpsimo ceituac, — mokupoai MeHsi Pec.

Sl ynuBiIeHHO BCKUHYNA OPOBH.

— Mb1 HauHeM ¢ Gece/ibl, — CIIOKOMHO MOSICHUIT OH. — Ero BRICOYECTBO CKa3aliv, YTO Bbl MOXKETE
OTKPbIBAaTh MIPOXO]] B HUKHUIA MHUP.

— Hla. Ho He no cBoemy xkenanuio. [Ipoxon oTKpeIBaeTCsl OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS K MOEW KOXe, —
OTBETWJIA $1, TpUABHTas K cebe OOKa ¢ BUHOM.

— BoI mo3BosuTe monpodoBarh?
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A Korja 3TO OH YCIIeJ TIOHSITHCS Ha HOTH?..

— 41 He mymalo, 9YTO MOU JOM — 3TO JIyulllee MecTo. .. — Hadasa 51, Ho Pec nepeOu:

— 41 3aneyaraio MPOXo[ paHbIIle, YeM OH YCIIeeT OTKPHIThCS.

OM... Hy, 3I0POBO, YTO OH TAKOH OBICTPO pearnpyIolivii, HO BCe ke 51 Obl He CTajla TaK JIETKO
OTMaxuBaThcs OT MpodemMbl. Tem Oosiee eciv Thl HUKOT/Ia He MPOOOBa C Hell CIIPaBUThC !

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OKOJIO JIECSATH JIET Ha3a/l s JOJKEH ObLT pa300paThCsl ¢ ITOM CUTYyaIuen, —
BHE3AIHO YOWJI MEHsI HAJIMUMEM «IaMsITH» Toyooriiasbiid. — Eciin Bbl IOMHUTE, s €XaJl B Balll 0C00-
HSIK, YTOOBI BBISICHUTD, TIOYEMY Ha €r0 TEPPUTOPUH TaK YaCTO OTKPHIBAIOTCS MTPOXOJILI B MUP Xaoca.

— Jla, s MOMHIO 3Ty UCTOPHIO, — HANIPSKEHHO MPOU3HECTA 51, IOHATUS He UMesl, YeM TaM OHa
3aKOHYMJIACh, — OJTHAKO KaK pa3 B 9TO BpeMs MaTyIIIKa OTIIPaBUJIa MEHs TOMPABJIATh 3/I0POBbE B
JEPEBHIO.

— Ilycrtb Oyner Tak, — HeokUAaHHO ycMexHysics ['HeB imneparopa, BBOAS MEHS B CTYIOD.

ITO OH ceiyac Kak Obl MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAI, UTO B Kypce TOTO, UTO 5 BpY?

W HuKako# peakivu 1o MOBOY BpaHbsI OH MOKA3bIBATh HE coOupaercs?..

Bce moOorbsITHER U TIOOOTIBITHEN. . .

— Tak BbI IO3BOJIUTE? — TEM BPEMEHEM ITPOJIOJIKUII OH, ¥ YTO-TO B JIUIIE TEJIOX PAHUTEIS UMIIC-
paropa MeHs HaNpsIJIo, HO sl He CMOTJIa MIOHATh — YTO UMEHHO.

— BoITh MOXeT, CHaYas1a MbI 3aBEpIIMM Hallly Tpamnesy? — Ipeyiokuia MUPHO, IO ceOst Helo-
ymeBas. C yero Obl Takast HACTOMYHUBOCTH?

— Koneuno, nequ. Kak Bam OynieT yroqHo, — pOBHBIM rOJIOCOM OTBeTHIT Pec, BBO/ISI MeHS B ellie
OOJIBIIIUI CTYNIOP CBOMM BHE3AITHBIM MOCTYIIIAHUEM.

Jlo KOHIIa y’KMHA MbI €T MOJTYA.

— Urak, g1 mpenyiaraio rnepeiTH B caji, — IIPOU3HECA sI, OTKJIAIbIBasT HAKOHEI] PHOOPHI U TSI
Ha royry0oriasoro.

— Yem Bac He ycTpauBaeT 3Ta KOMHarTa? — CIOKOWHO ocBegomucs Pec.

— Tem, 4TO MHE KaJIKO CBOM JOM — KaKMM Obl CKPOMHBIM OH HU OBUI, — CYXO YJIBIOHYJIACh f1, —
Y YHUUTOXATh €ro s IMOKa He CIieNty, n0o mepedupaThcst HeKy/a.

— Brl He BepuTe MHe, Korjia s o0erao 0e30MacHOCTh BaM U BallleMy UMYIIECTBY ? — 6e3 IMOIHiA
cnpocun [IpaBas Pyka Mmnieparopa.

— ITpu Bcem yBaxkeHMH K BaM U BallleMy 3BaHUIO, — CTAPasiCh TOBOPUTD BEKJIMBO, HAYaJIa 51, — BbI
TIOHSTHUSI HE UMEETe, C UeM CTOJIKHeTeCh. [ToToMy ObLIO OBl CTPAHHO BEPHUTH BaM Ha CJIOBO, UTHOPUPYS
3/IpaBbIil PACCYIOK.

— ¢1 mymato, BBI BCe ellle He TOHSLTH, KTO 5, — CTPAHHBIM ToJIocoM mpousHec Pec.

S1 HaxMypuIach, MBITasICh TOHATH, YTO OH XOYeT STUM CKa3aTh M He IMOCIBIIAIACh JIM MHE
yrpo3a B ero cjaoBax. MM 3To juib 1o Moero BoodpaxeHusi?.. Ho BHE3amHo olyTuia CTpaHHOe
KoJsieOaHKe CHJIBI B TIPOCTPAHCTBE U C U3YMJICHHMEM YBHJIENA, KAK B MO CTOPOHY C HEBEpPOSITHOM
CKOPOCTBIO JIBUKETCSI BOJIHA SHEPTUH — CHNOAKHOGeHUe!

k% %

[Tpuotkpeina oguH masz. Yro sro? I'ne s?!

[oBepHynack BOKpyT ceds1. D1o Mot can? [Ipudem. .. mpudeM caj BpeMeH JIeCATHICTHEH 1aB-
HOCTH — ellle BETYIIHIA, YXOKEHHbIN, C TOMMETEHHBIMU JIOPOXKKAMHU U PadOTaOIMM (DOHTAHIUKOM
MOCPEH HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBOM 3€JIEHM.

—DT0... — IpoU3Heca 51 HeIOBEPUHBO.

— Bamr can. Bl ke Tak xotenu cOepedub CBOM IOM OT MOEW HECIOCOOHOCTH MPEAOTBPATUTh
TMOCJIEICTBHS HAIIIETO COMPHKOCHOBEHMS, — cyxo cKkasan ['HeB Mmmeparopa, crost psiioM ¢ Oesoid,
TOJILKO TOKPAIIEHHON CKaMEeNKOM TIOJT IIBETYIIECH sIONIOHEH.

— Ho 3710... — Bce elle HeAOBEPUMBO NPOTSHYIA 5.
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— Ha, koHe4yHo, 310 Wimo3us. Mimo3us, co3aanHasi BHyTPU KOKOHA, — OTJISI/IbIBAsI TIJIOJ] CBOETO
TBOpeHHus, cooOmmn Pec. — Mbl Bce elnie B BailieM OCOOHSIKE, CUAMM 3a CTOJIOM. 51 3a0pajl B KOKOH
JIMIIb Ballle CO3HAHUE.

— Tak BOT 4TO 51 pazpymwia B YepHoi Oartne. KokoH Bateid cuiibl! — 0TO3Banach 1, ¢ JISTKUM
BOCXMIIIEHHUEM IJISIS TIO CTOPOHAM.

[Tonomnuia k oHTaHY, TPUKOCHYJIACH K BOJIE. XOJMOAHAS.

— Bce BepHO, ecaTh J1eT Hazaj 5 3auMTHII ceOsi ¢ ero nmoMoIpio. EMMHCTBEHHBIM OTIMYHEM
ObLIO TO, YTO s 3aTAIlIMI B KOKOH U COOCTBEHHOE TeJio, YTOOHl y ajenTta PoBeHa He ObUIO IIAHCOB
3a0paTh ero.

Ha, necsath net Hazax mMaructp PoBeH u BiipsiMb Obul afenitoMm. .. Kak 3To cTpaHHo.

Mpak, 3T0 peabHO CTpaHHO!

— Ho 4yro mor agment npotuBonoctaBuTh ['HeBy MMmmeparopa, eciu TOT BBIHYXKAEH ObLT
CKPBIThCSI BHYTPY COOCTBEHHOM CHIIBI? — MIPOM3HECHIA I PaHbIIE, YeM OCO3HAJIA, HACKOJIBKO HEBEX-
JIMBO OBLIO 33/1aBaTh TAKOM BOMPOC BCITYX.

— OueHb HEeMPUATHYIO Maruio, 0 KOTOPOU JaHHBIH /IeNT HIYEro He MOT 3HATh. .. — CyXO OTBETHII
Pec, a 3atem He MeHee cyxo no0aBuiT: — OIHAKO 3HAT.

— W1 4ro cimyunnock ¢ 3Toi Maruei?.. — 0CTOPOKHO MOUHTEPECOBANIACH sI, 00SICh BHOBb HACTY-
NUTH HA OOJbHYI0 MO30JIb CTOJTb IMEHUTOTO Mara.

— Huuero. 4 okazascs OsicTpee, — KopoTko nosicani ['HeB Mimmeparopa.

O, naxe MpeICTaBUTh HE MOTY KapTHHY, KOT/Ia 9TH JIBOE CXOIATCS B MOSAUHKE. DTO HEUTO U3
paspsna «[la nagHo?! [Ja HU B KU3HB!».

— Yro ¢ cembeit Maructpa? — HaYMHas MMOAO3PEBATh Xy/lIee, HErPOMKO CIIPOCHJIA 5.

— 1151 TOM, UTO pacKpbljia KOBAPHBIH 3aMBbICE U OCBOOOIMIIA MEHSI U3 JECSATHIETHETO 3aTove-
HUS, BBl IPOSIBJISIETE CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO MHTEpEeca K 9TOMY 4eJIOBeKy, — 3aMeTu1 Pec.

— ITO He UHTEpEC, ITO CTPEMJIEHUE MOHSATh, YTO CJIYYUTCSI CO MHOM, €CIU $ CIIy4allHO OCTYII-
mock. — $1 pemmia OBITh YECTHOM, BCTpevas MPsIMON B3TJISA]] FOIyOOrIa30ro.

— Bam sy4ine He ocTynaTbes, — pellnl He pUyKpaluBars nocieacrsuil 'ues imneparopa.

— IIpenenbHO YeTKMii OTBET, — He 6€3 UPOHUU 3aMeTHJIA 5.

Hexkotopoe Bpemsi Pec cmoTpen Ha MeHsl, a 3aTeM NMPOM3HeC 3alyMYHUBO:

— A BBHI He OOUTECH.

— Yero s nomkHa 605AThCs?

— Bbl HaxoguTeCh B KOKOHE M MTPOJOIKAETe BECTH ceOsl TaK, CJIOBHO Ballla XKU3Hb Cefuac He B
MOUX PYyKax, — OTBETUJI TOyOOITIa3biid, a 51 He yaepKajaach OT PEIUIUKU:

— 51 yxe He pa3 OblBasia B BallleM KOKOHE, M HUYEro — KUBa.

— Toraa st ObUT JTMIIIEH BOCTIOMUHAHUIA U HE MOT ITPUYMHUTH BaM Bpe[], — 9yTh XOJIOAHEW OTO-
3Basice Pec.

— A ceituac — moxerte?

— Ceituac — Mory, — 6e3 SMOIVIA TOATBEPAMII TEJIOXPAHUTEIb UMITePaTOpa.

— 3Haete, HE MOTY HE 3aMETUTh, YTO Oe3 MaMsATH Bbl MHE HPABIJIMCH OOJIbIIIE, — OTBETHIIA 4,
MPU3bIBasl Ha TIOMOIIb BCIO CBOIO BBIIEPKKY U BCE CBOE TEPIICHHUE.

MoryaHve, mocieioBaBIiee Mocie 3TOro, cIerka MeHsl Haryrao.

— Mosker, 3aiiMeMcst MOMM OOy4yeHueM?.. — MPeJIoKUIA HETPOMKO, KOTI/Ia Tay3a 3aTsHYJIach
10 OTMETKH «3TO YK€ CTPAHHO.

— MHe Hy)XHO TpOBEpHUTb, NEWUCTBYET JIM Ballla CHJAa OTKPBIBATh MOPTAJIBI 37€Ch, BHYTPU
KOKOHa, — CyX0 rpousHec Pec, mo-npexHeMy He OTpbiBasi OT MEHsI B3I/,

— XOpo1o. .. — IPOTsIHYJA 51, HEMHOTO COMTasl C TOJIKY PEaKIMSAMM TEJIOXPaHUTENs] UMIIepa-
Topa. Hauana cTsruBath nepyaTky u 3amepia.

OH ceituac 1otponetcs 10 MeHs?.. Bot npsimo ceituac?..

o moei pyku?..
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S1 omycTuiia B3IUISiA HA OroJIeHHOe 3arsicthe. Jla, y Hac yxke Ciydasics... KOHTAKT... HO Toraa
y Peca He ObLJIO MAMATH M BCeX TUX 3aMOPOYEK «sI OXPAHSI0 UMIIEpPaTopa, a Thl, BO3MOKHO, OIac-
HOCTb». OH Tporaj Mol pyKy, MOIO TaJIMI0, Moe JHLO. .. [la — Xaoc Bcex noxpu! — s ero uesnopajal
Ho ceituac, B cBoeM poioBOM THe3[ie, UMesl TUTYJI IV1aBbl pojia (IIyCTh €lle He 3aKPEeryIeHHbII o]u-
[IMAJTLHO, HO TeM He MeHee!)... Bymyuw siein, a He IpocToi agenTKOW-CMepTHUIIeH, Oy KAaloIIei BO
CHE MO MPOCTPAHCTBY UYyKOUW CHJIBL... Pa3Be MOTry 51 MO3BOJIUTH HE3HAKOMOMY MYKYMHE KOCHYThCS
ceOs?!

Ha, JleoH cnerka pa3iBUHYJI I'PaHUIIBI BO3MOKHOTO IS MOE BO BCEX CMBIC/IaX OrPaHUYEHHON
TMIEPCOHBI, U, HABEPHOE, CTOUT MPU3HATHCS CaMOi cede, UTo, MOXKATYi, B aKaJeMUH S [TO03BOJIHIIA ce0e
JIVILITHEe. . .

Ho ceituac 51 He B akagemuu. 1 HampoTUB MEHsI CTOMT MY’KUMHA, KOTOPBIH. .. MM. .. CKaXeM TakK,
BBI3BIBAET BO MHE HEKOTOPbIE SMOIIMHU, — U 51 IOJKHA CHATH MIEPYaTKy U MIO3BOJIUTH EMY MPUKOCHYThCS
ko MHe?! Jla He MpoCTOo Tak, a I MPOBEPKH MOUX CIIOCOOHOCTEH ?..

Kaxercs, MOst HepelMTeIbHOCTh OTpa3Wilach Ha JIMILIE, TIOTOMY 4TO Pec Heoxku1aHHO MoAoIIes
KO MHE U C TIOJIHBIM OTCYTCTBMEM MHTEpEeca CIIPOCHJI:

— D10 npobiema 11t Bac?

Mor 0#I elnie CIUTIOHYTh — JIJIs1 IOJTHOTO 3d(pekTa.

$1 BHOBb OMyCTHJIa B3MJISI/ HA JIaJIOHb, BCE €le MPUKPHITYIO MEPUaTKOi Ha ABE TPETH, 3aTEM
riepeBeJia ero Ha JIMIO royooria3oro.

— D710 He npodiema. .. 31ech, — CKa3aa cierka HarpsoKeHHO.

OH JOKeH MOHSATh, YTO B PEaIbHOCTH HE JOTPOHETCS IO MEHSI HU MPU KaKUX OOCTOSITEIb-
crBax. [Touemy? Xaoc ero 3Haer. S Tak pemma.

— OTm4uHO, — BHOBb O€3 9MOILIMI 0TO3BaJICs Pec.

ITocmoTpen Ha MOIO JIaIOHb, KOTOPYIO 1 HE CHIEIWIIA OTrOJIsATh, HUKAK 3TO HE TPOKOMMEHTHUPO-
BaJI, a 3aTeM MOIHST PyKY U KOCHYJICS MOETO JIMIIA.

bes npenynpexaenus!

S caplnana CTyk CBOEro cepata.

OH TonbKko uTO AoTpoHyscs 10 MeHsa? Cam?! U ero aioHp Bee elie HaXoauTcsl Ha MOeH 1IEKe,
a OOJIBITION MaJiel] KacaeTcs CKYJIbI?..

Mpak!

A TIpoXo[ B HIKHHI MUP He OTKpbiBaeTcs. .. Kak Heoxunanno! Hamo ObLTo cka3aTh emy, 4To
MBI 3TO YK€ TTPOXOIUIIH. . .

Kakue y Hero kpacussle IJ1aza. ..

— Bbl He yauBiieHsl, — 3ameTus Pec, He oTpbIBasi OT MOETo JIMila CBOEH JIaJIOHH.

— 51 yxe mpoBepsiia CBOI0 CHUITy TAKMM 00pa3oM, — OTBETHIIA $1, CTAPasICh, YTOOBI TOJIOC 3ByYasl
criokonHo. — C Bamu, — 1o0aBwiIa, YTOOBI OH ITOHSI.

— 51 He 00 3TOM, — HEe MeHsACh B JuIle, cka3asl Pec. — Bbl He yIuBIIEHBI TeM, YTO s Kacaloch
BaIlero Jivia. Bel He ygapriii MeHs 10 JIQJIOHH, He OTIPBITHY/IM, He BCKPUKHYJIU, He OOBUHWIIN
MeHsI B HEJOCTOMHOM TOBEJICHUU — UTO s HEe JIOK/IAJICS, [TOKa Bbl CHUMETE Mepyarky. .. — OH 3aMOJIK,
HaOJTI01as1, YTO TBOPUTCSI C MOUM JIMILIOM;  3aTeM MPOU3HEC YBEPEHHO: — Sl yke Jenan 3To.

A crnotnyna.

Kax 651 eMy 0OBbsICHUTB?..

— Bbl mo3BoIIsTM MHE KacaTtbes cedsl, TaM, B CBOMX CHaX. UTo elrie Bbl O3BOJISIM MHE JIeiaTh? —
3ajai npsimoit Boripoc ['neB Mimnepatopa.

— Huuero! — {1 pe3ko orcTynmia, He CKpbIBasi CBOE 3JI0CTH.

— Bamn oTBerT, Kak 1 Ballla peakiys, HABOIAT Ha PACcCyKICHHUs, — 3aMETHJI TOTyOOrIa3blil.

— Bor u paccyxknaiite, a MeHsI U30aBbTE OT CBOMX YMO3aKJTIOUeHMIA!

— Bbl Beib MOHMMaeTe, Kak 3TO BBIIJISAUT CO CTOPOHBI? — POBHBIM T0JIocoM cripocu Pec.
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— 41 moHMMmalo, YTO BBl XOTUTE OCKOPOUTH MEHSI CBOUMH MOA03PEeHUAMU. BOT TobKO movemy-
TO He OepeTe B pacueT TO, YTO Bbl CAMM IIPUXOIUIIN B MOU CHBI, IPSIMO K MOEW KPOBATH, M BHIHY K JAJTH
MeHsI pelaTh Bally npodsieMy — XOTs, BUIUT Xaoc, sl He MPOCHUIIach K BaM B CIIACHTEIbHUIIbI !

— Urak, BB OATBEpKIaeTe, YTO MEXTy HaMU ObLiIa OJTM30CThH?

WHTtepecHo, 3TH ¢10Ba MOXHO MPOM3HECTH OoJiee PaBHOMYIIIHO?..

— 4l monTBepika0, YTO BBl HABSA3BIBAJIM MHE CBOE OOIIEHHME KaX/bli pa3, KOrjaa s 3aKpblBajia
71a3a ¥ yIUIbiBajla B COH, — OTPBI3HYJIACh B OTBET, ylepKuBasi ceOsi OT MOAPOOHOCTEN O CeMH JIHSX
0e3 ero BUBUTOB.

— IIpoury nporueHus 3a cBoe nosejeHue, — oto3paicsa ['nes Mimmneparopa.

— He npunumaetcsi, — ropao cooOrmmna si.

TummHa, nocaeaoBaBIIast 3a STUMH CIIOBAMH, MOIJIA TI0 MPaBy HAa3BaThCsl TPOOOBOM.

— Bbl mpoBepuIn CBOIO CHITy — BEpPHHUTE MEHsI B OCOOHSIK, — KOMaHIHBIM IOJIOCOM MpUKa3aia
s, y)Kacasich camoi ceoe.

B crnenytonnyo cekyHy s yke cuesa 3a CTOJIOM, MPSIMO Tiepe HUM, OKpY:KeHHasl YI1BJICH-
HbIMH ciyramu. [lokaszana pykoi, YToObl HAC OCTABHJIM BIIBOEM, XOTsI CaMOM ObLJI0 6€3yMHO JII000-
MIBITHO, CKOJIBKO MBI Tak rpocuzaenu ¢ [IpaBoit Pykoii imnepatopa, misas Apyr Ha apyra, 6e3 cioB
U OBUXEeHUI?..

Kak Tonpko ciyru Bbium, Pec mopHsiics U3-3a CToja, BCe Tak ke He OTphIBasi OT MeHsI IJ1as.
He 3Hato mouemy, HO 51 BCTaJia BCIIE] 32 HUAM.

— IIpoiinemrte B caf, Jieau, — POBHO MTPOM3HEC OH U HAMPABUIICS K JABEPSIM.

OM... MeHs ceityac OyayT Haka3bBaTh?.. A 32 4T0? 3a TO, 4TO 51 HE PUHSIA €r0 HEUCKPEHHHUE
V3BUHEHUS ..

—Kcrarn, xoTtena cmpocuts, 4To MHE cKa3ath ciyram? Kak MHe npeacTaBuThb Bac?.. — CIIpOCHJIA,
YTOOBI pa3psAUTh OOCTAHOBKY.

— 1 yxe mpe/icTaB/ieH UM Kak Balll y4uTeb, JPYTroro MnpeacTaBieHus He TpedyerTcs, — oTpe3ast
Pec, a 51 BCoMHIIIa 0 TOM, YTO BCE JIOMAIIIHKE ObUTH MPELypekIeHbB O MOEM IIPUE3JIE. .. O HallleM
npuessie. .. 3Ha4uT, s 3psi BOJHOBAJIACh.

— Mory 51 HOMHTEpecoBaThCs, 3a4eM Mbl UJIEM B Cafl? — MPOJOJIKIIIA «Pa3psiKaTh OOCTAHOBKY»
CBOEH BEKJIMBOCTHI0. HACKOMBKO 51 MOMHIO, Tapy MUHYT Ha3a,] Mbl TPOBEPUJIH BCE, YTO HYKHO OBLIO,
BHYTPH KOKOHA. ..

Pec ocraHoBUIICS pAIOM CO CKaMEWKOM C OOMYNUBILEHCS KPACKOU IO BHICOXINEH SOOHEH 1
pa3BepHyJICs KO MHE.

— Jlymaio, s1 OTBETMJI Ha BCE BalllM BOIIPOCH €Il B HavaJle yKHUHA, — MMPOM3HEC OH U PE3KO
BBIOPOCHJT PYKY BIIEpel, CMaXMBasi BOJIOCH C MOEH IIeH U IOTPAruBasich 10 KOXKH. . .

I'poxor!

3arem rpom!

Bce corpsicaetcst OT CUITBHOTO, TITyOOKOTO TOJTUKA OTKY/A-TO u3Hympu. .. Hebo TeMHeeT, Bpems
3aMe[IsIeTCsl, 3ByKM MTHOBEHHO MPOMAIAIOT. . .

Ilepesvuii!..

NsymnenHo msas Ha kamenHoe Jimno Peca, st monsina, uto Ilepswiid... He npomen. On HE
[MPOLIEJI! M mpoxox. .. Mpoxo[ y&e 3aKpbIT, XOTs TOJIKOM He ycIien U packpbiThest! A nanblibl [Ipa-
Bol Pyku Mimniepatopa Bce elie KacaloTcsi MOeH I1ieu. . .

—YT03T0?.. — YAUBJIEHHO BHIJOXHYJIA 51, HE B CHJIaX OTOPBATh I71a3 OT TEJIOXPAHUTEJIS BIIA/IBIKH.

— JII0OOMBITHO. .. — TIPOTSIHYJI OH, HE MEHSISICh B JIHILIE.

U nipoBest GOBIITIM MaTbIEM M0 YYBCTBUTEIIBHOM KOKE MO MOMM YXOM.

Ceparie oTcTyKMBaJIO OCIIEHBI PUTM, a s TIOYEeMY-TO HE MOTIJIa BBIJABUTH U3 ceOs1 HU CIIOBA
npoTecTa. ..
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— Uro BBl 3HaeTe o cBoei cuie? — cnpocus Pec u, He okuaasich OoTBeTa (Ha KOTOPBIN 51 B
JaHHBIA MOMEHT ObLiIa HE CMOCOOHA), TPOAODKIIL: — XOTs TOJIArai, YTo HUYEro: Bbl Be/lb Aake He
CTaJIU YTPYXKIATh ceOs N3yYeHUEM MOEU CHJIBI — a 51 BaM Tpesiara.

Ero cuna? Ilpu yem TyT ero cuna?.. Y Hac e oHa He OlMHaKoBasi!

U 510 41O, OH MEHA ceruac IMOAKOJION CBOEH IIMMIBKOM?. .

— YT0 He Tak ¢ Moel CHJION? — CIpocuiia, repedapbiBast ceOsl.

— Bbl He roBopwmIM, YTO OTKpBIBaeTe mpoxof it Hux, — 4yTh comnypus ria3a, oreetui Pec.

— st aux ? s monctpoB u3 Xaoca?.. C yero Bbl B3suin?! OHM BHIXOASIT CaMU, KOTAa ITPOXOT
CJTy4YailHO OTKPBIBAETCS.

— Cnyyaitno?

VX ThI, 2 OH U OPOBb MOJAHUMATH yMeeT!

— Cry4aiiHO, Korja KTO-TO KacaeTcsl MOei KOXH, — MOBTOPHJIA JIJIs1 HETO, KaK ISl YMCTBEHHO
OTCTAJIOTO.

— To ecTb BB, KUBS C ITOW CUJIOM CTOJBKO JIET, JaXe HE AOAYMAHMCh CONOCTABUTH (PaKThI?
Cnoxutp nBa mmoc aBa?.. Bel ke Takass ymHas v Takas nep3kasi! U 31o s He roBopio mpo Bary
CMEJIOCTh, UTO CKOPO BOWJET B JIETEHIBI. . .

— Bbl HaMepeHbI 1 1asiee OCKOpPOIATh MEHs WJIM HAKOHEI CKakeTe, B YeM Jeno? — nepeduia
s, He KeJtasi OOJbIIe CITyIIaTh BCE ITO.

— 51 He ockopOWII Bac HU OHUM CJIOBOM. M BBI OCKOpOJIsieTeCh, CIIbIINA KOMIUTUMEHThI? —
cyxo crpocui Pec.

— BoI oTBeTHTE Ha MOM Borpoc? — §l mpuKJIaabiBaia MpOCTO HEBEPOSTHBIE YCUIIUSI, YTOOBI HE
MOBBICUTH Ha HETO roJIOC, U CMOTpeJia Ha BOPOTHUK €ro (DOPMBI.

— Bama cuiia 3amuiaer Bac, — 4yTh JIM He 10 cjioram npousHec ['HeB Mmnieparopa, — a He
«aKTMBHO MeIIaeT BaM XUTh». OTKPBITHE MPOXOA0B B MUP Xa0oca — 3TO peaklusl Ha BHEITHUE pa3-
apaxkutesny. OfHAKO B BaIlleM CIydae 3TO He MPOCTO 3allIUTa, 3TO aKTUBHOE Hala/IeHUe.

To ectb... Moe Tesno npocTo Tak 3aimuiiaercs ot joaei?.. M 4ro 3HauuT «akTUBHOE Hamaze-
HHE»?!

BHezanHas norajgka 3actaBuiia MeHs MOJHATH Ha Peca olieioMieHHbIN B3I

— BbI XoTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO MOHCTPBI, KOTOPBIE BHIXOIAT U3 MPOXOJA. . .

— YBepeH, HY OJIMH U3 HUX HUKOI/Ia HE Hamaajl Ha Bac, — 4eTko ckazaia ['HeB Mmnieparopa.

-4...

— D710 BalM 3alIMTHUKU. Bbl ynpasnsere umu, jgeau Kaiipur. — Pec cMoTpen MHe B I1a3a
NpsIMO, Tyrasi CBOEH YBEPEHHOCTBIO B 3TOM CTPAIIHOM TMPEINOJIOKeHUU. — XOTs, CKOpee — BbI
Modiceme UMM yIpaBisaTh. VI cMoxerte B Onipkaiiiiee BpeMsi. A MOKa BbI IIPOCTO OTKPbIBAETE UM
MyTh K CBOUM Bparam.

Xaoc Bcex noxpu! OHuM 1 BOpsAMb HUKOTAA HA MEHs He Hanajaaiu. .. bonee Toro — mHe Beerna
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHM CJIMIIIKOM HEOXOTHO OTpBI3AIOTCS, KOTJa 51 HAUMHAIO 3aTAIKUBATh UX OOpaTHO B
MIPOXOYI. . .

3TO YTO, BBIXOJUT. .. YTO 1 IECTBUTEIBHO MOTY UMHU YIIPABJIATH?!

«Kaiipur, Bama cuia coBepitieHHa. [IpocTo Bl elrie He 3HaeTe, Kak eio MoJIb30BaThCsI», — BCIIOM-
HWIKCH CJIOBA HACJIETHUKA.

Brixonut, on Obu1 ipaB. Mosi cuna He OpakoBaHHas!..

— Bam 370 HpaButca? — HeoxkUAaHHO cripocui Pec.

— 4 pana, uTo He Tak Oecrone3Ha, Kak yMasa, — YeCTHO OTBETHIIA 1, BCE eIlie He 3Hasl, HPABUTCS
MHE 3TO OTKPBITHE UM HET.

— 51 He 00 3TOM, — OTUEKaHUJI OH. — $1 BOT O YeM, — M BHOBb IPOBEJI MaJbIEM T10 MOEH IIiee.

B3aporHyB, 51 oTCTyIWIIA Ha 11ar, HAMPSKEHHO VIS Ha MYKUUHY.

Yero oH noduBaerca? 3adeM Aenaer 310 co MHOM?!
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— MeHns peako Kacaiuch, — MPOU3HECTA ¢ TPEIOCTEPEeREHUEM B TOJIOCE, — TAK YTO MPOIITY
MPOILEHUS, €CIIU pearnpyio He Tak, Kak BCe.

Ha, 51 He cTaja MpoCcUTh €ro MepecTarh Aeiarh 3To. [la, MHe ObUIO MPUSITHO €ro MPUKOCHOBEHHE.
Ho, npoksiThe, oueMy OH Tak Benet cebs?!

— He npocure 3a 370 npolneHust, — HEOKUIAHHO OTBETUJ Pec, THII0 KOTOPOro BHOBb HUYETO HE
BBIPAXaJIo, TaK 4TO 51 HE MOTIJIa MOHSTh, UPOHU3UPYET OH WJTH HET. — DTO Ballla JaHHOCTb. U ipocTute
3a MO# Boripoc. MHe. .. MHE TIPOCTO OBUIO JIIOOOIBITHO.

Emy... 66110 1I000TIBITHO? !

Sl cTosia Kak TpOMOM MOpaskeHHasl.

— Jlymato, Ha CerofHs MPaKTUKHU JOCTATOYHO. — Pec oToIesN OT MeHsl, BHOBb CTAHOBSICh CAMUM
coOoi, — 3aBTpa Ky Bac MOCIIe 3aBTpaka 37ech Ke, B caly.

W oH, pa3BepHYBIIKCH, YIIIENT B JIOM.

Ha, n1edu Kaiipur, 9yBCTBYIO, 9TO OYIIET CIIOKHO. ..
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I'taBa 2. He3Banblie roctu

[TpocHynack s1 ¢ KAKUM-TO TypHBIM IpeadyBcTBUeM. Kak OynTo Buepa mpoM30ILUIO HEUTo. ..
He3aruIaHUPOBAHHOE.

S naxe He Mora TOJIKOM OOBSICHUTD 3TO orlyiieHre. OHako OTCYTCTBUE Ha 3aBTpake Peca
yOenuio MeHs1 B TOM, YTO 4TO-TO JIEHCTBUTEIBHO MOIILIO HE TaK.

— JI)XuB3, YTO C HAIIIMM rocTeM? — CIPOCUIIA 51 y CTapyKa ABOPELIKOro, OTIHB U3 OOKaa.

— l'ocnonun Pec mpocuin niepeaath BaM 3alucKy, — TYT ke OTo3BajIcs [IKUB3 U MojAal MHE
CJIOKEHHBIN BABOE JIMCTOK Ha MOAHOCE.

«Ywen. byoy x yorcuny».

... 0OYeHb MH(POPMATUBHO. A IJIaBHOE, CKOJIBKO CJIOB KU3HEONMUCAHUS — 5 aXK MOTEPSIACh BO
BCEX ITUX dMUTETax !

M-n1a, oxose, KTO-TO Jake He TUIaHUPYeT BCIIOMUHATD MPaBUJIa STUKETa, BUJATh, 03a0bIThIE
3a IecsITh JieT 3aroyeHus B YepHoit OairHe. Ho Xaoc ¢ HUM, ¢ 3TUKETOM, — 51 TaK U He ycresa Honpo-
CHTb €ro 0 CBHJaHUM ¢ MamMo#! A 3T0 OBUIO HAMHOTO BaKHEe. . .

CeronHs JOJKHBI IPOUTH BCE AEJIOBbIE BCTPEUM C WIEHAMHU TMIJIBAMUA MACTEPOB IO MOBOLY
HOBOI MeOesM M peMOHTa MOJIOB B ioMe. [ToMrMo 3Toro, s XoTesia HaHATh Pa00OYNX — BOCCTAHOBUTD
cajl, eClii He CIpaBiioch cama. Ml MHe HyXKHO MMOHUMAaTh, CKOJIBKO... CKaXeM TaK, €€ COKPOBHIIL I
MOT'y MpOJIaTh, BOCCTAHABIIMBAs ObUIOE BEJIMYME HAILETO POJOBOTO MOMecThbsi! M 9T0 JIMIb OUH U3
BOMPOCOB, YTO BEPTEJHCh B MOEH rOJIOBE C TeX MOp, KaK 51 yBUAEA CYHAYK C JParolieHHOCTSMU.

Ho Bce no nopsiky. Pa3 3ansatuii ¢ Pecom ceromus ¢ ytpa He OyeT, s MOTY TUIOTHO 3aHSAThCS
PEMOHTOM JOMa.

OTIpaBUB NOCHITFHOTO B THJIBNIO, YKe Uepe3 Jac s OeceoBajia ¢ HECKOJIbKMMU MacTepamMH,
KOTOpBIE cpa3y AaJH MOHATh: PEMOHTUPOBATh OyeT CJI0kKHO. MHe MOCOBETOBAIM OOPATUTHLCS B IJTh-
OMIO MaroB: MapKeTy B MOEM JOMe CMOXET MOMOYb TOJbKO ObITOBAsl Marusi, KOTOPOW s, KOHEYHO,
ele He BiiaJiesia. ITo MaTepuall CTapiuiMx KypcoB. [loTomy s, He ToJro aymasi, BeI3Basia K ceOe Mara,
3apaHee OITUCaB MpoodJIeMy.

Jlo obena Moii oM Mpeodpa3oBaJICS B HEUTO CPEIHEE MEKITY «CTapblii OCOOHSIK» M «OT0, a TYT
MO>KHO KUTh !», a IocIie ObICTPOIi Oece/Ibl C MUJIBIM CTAPUYKOM, PUOBIBIIIUM U3 TUJIbANY, 1 IPUHSIA
pelleHue nepekpacuTh Bech (pacan. KoHeuHo, 3a 9TO MPUIILIOCH BBUIOKUTD KPYIJIEHBKYIO CYMMY, /17151
Yero B MOEM JIOMe BeCh JICHb CHJIEJ OICHIIMK, — 3aTO Mocjie o0eqa 0COOHSK MOXHO OBbLJIO TOpPIO
Ha3BaTh POIOBBIM MomecTheM [I’bappo. BeiToBast Marusi — ouenp nonesHast mryka. HyxHo Oyner
clesIaTh BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI €10 OBJIA/ICTh.

A BOT ¢ caJioM Jiej1a 0OCTOSUT HAMHOTO Xyke. EcTecTBeHHO, B THJIB/IMU HE HAIILIOCh HU OJTHOTO
KEJIAOIIETO TAIIUTHCS HA OKPAUHY CTOJUIIBI, 1a0bl O)KUBHUTH TIOJTY)KUBBIE KYCTHI U IEPEBbs1. DTO OBLIO
HUKE JIOCTOMHCTBA TOCTof MaroB. [10ToMy «OKUBJISITb» CBOH caJ 51 pellinia CaMbIM €CTeCTBEHHbIM
MyTeM. ..

Korna [lonu yBuaena, 4to si FOTOBIIOCH B35ITh B PYKHU TSAIIKY, OHA TPOMKO 3a0XaJla U €/1Ba He
BbIpBaJla HHCTPYMEHT Y MEHs M3 PyK, CKa3aB, 4TOOBI MOJIO[Asi TOCIIOXka He MO30pUJIach, a HaHsIa
padounx B momois [loazy. Cpenctea, Mo, y Hee (TO €CTh MeHsI) Ha 3TO ecTh. U 1moka Tosrmna noTHbIX
padoTAr BO3/IENBIBAJIA 3EMITIO 32 MOUM JIOMOM, sl 0OCYX/Iajla BCe BapUaHThl MEOJIMPOBKKM KOMHAT C
MacTepaMu U3 TUJIbIUH. . .

B wurore, korna Pec Beimen u3 nopraia ¢ HeOOJbIIONW KOPOOKOH, TO IIPOCTO BCTA KaK BKOIAH-
HBII U JIOJITO CMOTPEN Ha MOe OOHOBJIEHHOE MMeHHe. BO3MOXHO — yOUBIISISCh IepeMeHaMm, a BO3-
MOXHO — Tep3asiCh BOIIPOCOM, OTKY/Ia Y MEHSI BJIPYT B3SUIOCH CTOJIBKO JieHer? A Korja, BJI0OaBOK KO
BCEMY, U3-3a MOel criuHbI Bhlles JIeoH, — B3misaa Peca MrHOBEHHO npeoOpasuiics. . .

Ho 310 ciryumnocs MHOTO no3xke. Celvac e s CTosijia B TOCTUHOM, HaOosaia, Kak [on3s nmomnu-
BaeT IepecakeHHbIe Mapy 4acoB Ha3a 1 KJIYMOBI C IIBETaMU, U B yMe MOJCUUTHIBAJIA, BO CKOJIbKO MHE
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oOoriieTcs cMeHa cTojioBoro cepedpa. Ha MHe ObL10 HOBOE IIaThe, CIITMTOE 32 HOUb TOPTHBIMU, — BCE
TOTO K€ YEPHOTO I[BeTa, HO HAMHOTO OoJiee cI0kHOTO pacona. [Tomon Gorato yKpaiieH KpyKeBoM, B
OTJIMYHME OT BEPXa, YTO MEHs BIOJHE YCTpanBaJjo; Ha Iiee HUTh xkemuyra. [ToueMy 51 HUKaKk He MorJa
M30aBUTHCS OT MPUBBIYKKM HOCUTD uepHoe? [TonsTus He umeto. Ho nipeacraButh Ha cebe Hapsij 1BeTa
CJIMBOK WJIM TOTO XyXe — KaKOH-HUOYb IIBETYIIEH 3€JIeHHU. . .

Vnacu Xaoc! He B 9T01 KU3HU.

— Mornopas rocrnioxa, K BaM MOCETUTENb, — OTUETO-TO CUJIbHO YAUBJIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM TPOU3-
Hecna JloHu, OSIBUBIIKCH B IBepsiX. M 51 He 3HauIa, BHICKA3aThCs JIM MHE BCIIYX O €€ 00S3aHHOCTSIX (B
KOTOpbIE HE BXOJWJIO MPE/CTaBIEHNE TOCTeH) UM OTMAaXHYThCS OT STOTO, MPUBBIKAS K €€ CTPaHHOM,
CMEIIIAaHHOW W3 BCEro MO TOKHOCTH.

— CrpanHo, Pec obemman BepHyTbCS K YKHHY, — TPOOOPMOTaa s HETPOMKO M Pa3BepHYJIach
K JIBEpH.

A korja B Hee Boineln JIeoH, cCOOCTBEHHOU MepCOHOM, €/IBa CAepKaiach, YTOOBI HEe BBIIATH YTO-
TO Harnogooue «A Tede-To 4ero 31ech Hai0?».

Ho s xe nemu. Jlenu He pyraiorcst 1 He XaMsT CBOMM roctsiM. [lotomy — ciierka CKJIOHWIIa
rOJIOBY, IPUBETCTBYS JIyUIiero yueHuka akagemuu apkctoyH. K cioBy, Beirisaen Jleon mpeBoc-
X0IHO. BmecTo uepHO# (hopMbl Ofieskaa JIopaa: MPUTATeHHBIN KaM30J1, IEeJIKOBast pyOarika, moBsi3aH-
HBII Ha I1Iee TUIaTOK, TeMHble Opioku. [IpaBaa, BOJIOCH, YJIOKEHHbIE B JIETKOM Oecriopsiike, COMBaJIH
Bech nadoc, mpuBieKas K cede BHUMaHKUE, a XUTPbIA MPHUILYP W3-TIOJ YeJIKA ¥ BOBCE YHUUTOXKAT
00pa3 «s — BOCIUTaHHBIA MaJIbUUK».

—IIpuBerctByio raBy pona ds’Bappo. — HekpomaHT CKpUBHII TYOBI B YJIBIOKE 1 BOIIET B TOCTHU-
HYIO KaK K ceOe JOMOM.

—Jleon. Yem oOs13aHa? — MpoM3HECA s CIOKOWHO, TTOKA eIlie He 3Hasl, KaK Ha Hero pearupoBaTh.

— B npuBbIyHOM cpene OOMTaHUS Thl CMOTPUIIIBCSI HAMHOTO O0Jiee eCTeCTBEHHO, — 3aMETHIT
TEMHOBOJIOCHIN 1 OCTAaHOBHJICSI B METPE OT MEHSI.

— C 9ero Thl B3s1J1, UTO 3TO MOsI ITPUBBIYHAS cpefia 0ouTaHus ? — §1 momHs1a OpoBb, HE MPUHUMAS
9TH CJIOBA 32 KOMILTUMEHT.

— Bpocs, Kaiipa, Thl HUKOrIA He BHIIVIs/IENA KaK JIE€BKA C YIUIIbL, — YCMEXHYJICS HEKPOMAHT,
u3ydasi MEeHs B3IJISIIOM.

— Yro He Memano Tebe OTHOCUTHCS KO MHE, KaK K JIeBKE C YJIUIIbl, — OTBETWJIA S JOBOJIBHO
cyxo. — 1 na, moe nonHoe ums — Kaiipur. [o mprkasy ero Beqim4ecTsa sl BHIHYK/IeHa ObljIa paCKPBITh
ero. [Tocrapaiicsi 3aOMHUTB.

— Takas sxe Komouasi, Kak Bcerzaa, — XMbIKHYJI JIGOH, 4yTh OITycKasi TOJlIOBY, OTYEro ero JiereH-
JapHasi Jelsika yraja Ha riasa. — [Toxanyi, s jaxke cockyumics. — M OH OqHsIT Ha MeHs 1J1a3a, ToJl-
HbIe CTPAHHBIX HEOTIO3HAHHBIX SMOLIUH.

— 3TO He B3aUMHO, — YJIBIOHYJIACh S OMHUMU TyOaMHU.

— Ipomomxaenib nep3uTh, XOpomIo. f Oyay KAaTh TBOEro BO3BPAIIEHHS B aKaIEMHIO, YTOOBI
BEPHYTbH JOJDKOK. A ThI 3Haelllb, KaK s JIOOII0 00IIaThCs ¢ TOOOW HaeIuHE.

— Yro Memaet BEpHYTh IOJDKOK MPSIMO ceitvac? — X0JIOJHO CIPOCHIIA 5.

— JIBOpEIKUiA, CTOSIIUEI 3a IBEPbI0, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETUJI HeKpoMaHT. — He moOmo passiie-
KaTbCsl IPU CBUJIETEIISIX.

Otpesatpb uenky. [Ipsmo ceituac. [Ipocro. Basts. Y. OTpesats.

[Touemy s cTaHOBJIIOCH TaKOM KPOBOXAAHOU B €ro NpucyTcTBUU?.. BeqHble BOIOCk HE BUHO-
BaThl, YTO BBIPOCIIM MIMEHHO Ha 3TOM 00pa3vMKe JIIOACKOTO poja.

41 Bupena, uro JIeoH nMpekpacHO OCO3HAET, 10 KAKOH CTENIeH! O3BepeHust MeHs AoBed. .. Jliobo-
MBITHO, YEr0 OH Jo0nBaercsa?

— Ho naBaii ocraBum Haiiy mooumyio urpy «Kto Koro» u nepeiaeM K ey, — HeOKUIaHHO
MSTKO Tpor3Hec oH. OTOoIIeN OT MEHs ¥ IIPUCEN B KPECIIo.

Ckazartb, 4TO 51 yOUBUJIACh, — 9TO HUUETO HE CKa3aTh.
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— Taxk TBI puILIENT KO MHE TIO jeny?.. — CIpochia He 0e3 MPOHUH, PEelINB HE PearupoBaTh Ha
OTCYTCTBHE MaHep M y 3TOr0 rojriyooraas3oro.

WX cemMelcTBO TIpsM payeT HAJTMYMEM 3HAHUSI STUKETA U TIPABUIT MTOBEJCHUS B IIPUCYTCTBUN
Jenu.

VYceBmuch B KPECIO HAIPOTHB, I TOCMOTpPeSia Ha YeJIOUHUKA Oe3 BCSIKOTO JTI0OOIBITCTBA.

— 1 c BecTsIMU OT TBOMX ApY3eH, — pacTsHyJ] ryObl B yibiOke JIeoH, a ¢ MeHs TYT Xke crajio
HaITyCKHOe Oe3pa3inyiue.

—Yto? Ot Hux?! [louemy Tb1? — Bonpochl BbIJIETENN CaMU, U 51 HE yCIeIa UX OCTAaHOBUTb.

— ITouemy s1? Hy, moToMy 4TO 51 IPEIOKII UM 3Ty BO3MOKHOCTb. .. — MPOTSIHYJI HEKPOMAHT,
XHUTPO TJISI/ISI HA MEHS.

— EcrectBenHo, He 6ecriaTHO, — MOMOPIIIIIACH 51 B OTBET.

— EcrecTBeHHO, — He CTajI CIOPUTH TEMHOBOJIOCHIH, a 3aTeM MOJ00paICs ¥ MPOAOLKIIT APYTUM
TOHOM: — MaJieHbKasi cTepBa ¢ OYeHb PEAKON PYHOW MpOCUiIa TiepeiaTh, YTO OJU3HEIbl TIPOTAIH.
[Nonarato, 3T0 OHa O TBOUX TEJIOX PAHUTEJISIX.

— OHU HE MOMU. .. — HaJaJ1a 51, HO TYT e 3aMOJIKJIa.

A BeIb IO BCEMY BBIXOIUT UMEHHO TaK — MaTh MOC/IANA UX CJIETUTh 32 MHOU.

U oGeperathb OT omacHoCTeH. . .

Mpak, Kak e 3TO CTPaHHO. ..

— Xopot1o, s TOHsIa, — KUBHYJIa, CMUPSISICh C 9TOM MBICJIBIO U IPOHKUKASICh HOBOW: Opaths rjie-
TO Ha cBOoOOze. M OHM MOTYT MpHiiTH KO MHE. B 11060i MOMEHT. ..

Cror.

Kak on HazBan Hanu?!

— Cneau 3a cBOMM sI3bIKOM, JIEOH, — CMIOKOMHO Tpeayrnpeania s, MycTh U ¢ 3aM03JaHueM. —
Hanu ouenp mctutenbHas. A MHe OyleT OYeHb MPUATHO MepeaaTh eil TBOM CIIOBA.

VBUIETh, Kak orpedet HekpomaHT? Jla 3To 3penuine caenaetT Moy JieHb!

— Eme onHo pasBiieueHue, — yCMEXHYJICSI TOT, HUUYTh HE BIEYATIMBIIMCH. — Tak 4TO Tam C
temu OnusHetamu? OHU cOeKaau U3 akajeMuu ?

— TbI MeHs cripanmBaesb? — chirpana s B Aypy. — 5 1Ba THS CHKY B CBOEM OCOOHSIKE. DTO ThI
MHE JIOJKEeH CKa3aTh — cOeXav OHU WA HeT.

— Crpannble TUMHL. Y BRITJISIAAT OHU CTPAHHO. .. — 3a/lyMaJsicsl HEKPOMAHT.

He HyXHO, 4TOOBI OH OUYEHb MHOTO TyMaJt!

— JleoH, 4to emie? — CIPOCUIIa ero 4yTh 0oJiee HACTOWYMBBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— A, 51a, elie BOPOBKA U3 I'MJIBAMM CKa3aja. .. J1a, He CMOTPH Ha MEHS Tak, 51 IPEKPacHO 3HAIO,
YTO 3HAYUT NOJOOHAs TaTyupoBKa Ha jmie! Tak BOT, OHa cKaszaja, 4yTo TBOE JIIOOMMOe M3JIeHe U3
nepeBa xjieT Tebs B UepHoit OaiHe. UTo BHaUase ero BCe MOTEPsuIv, a TOTOM OHO CaMO OOHAPYKH-
JIOCh B TBOEM criajibHe. — JIeoH moMosryast, 4yTh HAXMYPHBIIUCh. — ITO OHA MPO TBOIO SICKpUMY?..

$1 HeOCO3HAHHO KMBHYJIA, a camMa yCUJIEHHO paboTasa Mo3roM. Most 3ScKprMa rpornaa, a HoTOM
cama Harach? Ho 3auem 00 3Tom coo0riiath?.. M «Bce» — 3TO He PO U3rOEB. .. B IPOTHUBHOM Cllydae
Tata ucnonp3oBasna Obl CIOBO «Mbl». Ho oHa ckazana «Bce»! YUrto emme 3a usnenvie U3 jaepesa, Aa
MIPUTOM MOE JTIOOMMOe, /12 TIPUTOM BCEMH MOTEPSHHOE, OOHAPYKUIJIOCh B MOEH criajibHe?..

— CTpaHHO, 4YTO ThI HE B3sJ1a ee ¢ cOO0M, — XMBIKHYJI JIeoH, a s mogHsiyia OpoBb M 3aMeTHIa:

— Bputo Ob1 cTpaHHO, eciv OBl s B3siJla €€ BO JIBOPEII.

HyXHO cpo4HO BEpHYThCS B aKaJeMUIO !

Mpaxk, CKOJIBKO BCEro HYKHO ClIeNIaTh CPOUHO!..

— Jleon, 4To emie MHe niepefain? — CIpOCHIia HErPOMKO, IJISI/isl Ha MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHYIO CTEHY.

— YUrtoObl ThI MOMPOCKIIA CBOETO TMOKPOBUTENS O Bu3uTe. HecHOCHOE co3/iaHue, KOTopoe, Kak
TBI TOBOPUIIIb, OYEHb JIIOOUT MCTUTh, AKTHBHO HACAKMUBAJIO MHE MBIC/Ib, YTO OHO JIOJDKHO YBUICTHCS
C TOOOHA.
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— HexpomaHT, Tl peaJibHO CMEPTHHUK, — TIOKa4aJsia s TOJIOBOM, TPECTABIIsAAS, C KAKOW PaOCThIO
Hanu BO3bMETCA 32 HOBYIO KEPTBY.

— U He ¢ TakuM CripaBIIsICcs, — YABIOHYJICS TEMHOBOJIOCHIH,  3aTeM HEOXKUJAHHO TETIIO TIOCMOT-
peJ1 Ha MeHsl.

— Yro? — He MoHsIa 5 ITOU ero nepeMeHbl.

— Dr0 320aBHO, HO s ICHCTBUTENLHO paj TeOs BuieTh. YeTsipe qHSA Oe3 TBOMX PEruIvK, 3aKa-
THIBQHUS T71a3 U TIOJHSATHIX OpOBell — U MHE CTaJIO YKacHO TOCKJMBO. He mojickakerib, 4To 310 co
MHOU? — OH BHOBb YCMEXHYJICS, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 Kak-To... He MO-3JI0MY.

— Mosxer, 310 T000Bb? — (PBIPKHYJIA 5 U MOJHSIACH U3 Kpecia.

— Kaiipa. ..

— Kaiipur, Jleon, — ocekJia ero. — He roBopu MHe, UTO Thl KaJTyelllbCsl HA MaMsITh.

— Dro 31ech TH Kaiipur, neau, riaaBa poja, HeIHe OOJacCKaHHAs BHUMAHUEM HAC/IeIHUKA U
caMoro uMIiepatopa. — HekpoMaHT Toxe BCTaJ U He Criellia HalpaBUjICs KO MHE. — A B aKa/IEMUIO Thl
npunuia kak Kaiipa. Y 910 yke He BRIOUTH OTCIONIA, — ¥ OH MOCTYYaJI MaJIbIIEM [0 CBOEMY BHCKY.

— JleoH, coOmonai mpaBwia MPWINYKS, — HATIOMHWIA sI, BUJIS, YTO TEMHOBOJIOCHIN JIaxe He
JAyMaeT OCTaHABJIMBATLCS M Bce OOJIBIIIE COKpAIaeT PACCTOSHUE MEXk/Ty HAMH.

— A TBI CKy4YaJjia 1o MHe? — TUXO CITIPOCHJI OH, MOJOM ISl MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO.

— JleoH, THI BCe paBHO He CMOXKeIIlb MeHsI KOCHYThcs. He 3Hal0, B Kypce Jiut ThI, HO ...

— 41 3na10 0 TBOEH cuiie. I'perop pacckasai.

— Yro emie oH Tebe ckazan? — Crpocuia s, OTBOPAYMBASICE.

— Uro s nomkeH Aepkarbcs OT TeOs MoAasIbllie, — YCMEXHYJICS JyYIINA YIeHUK aKaJeMHUU
JlapkcToyH.

— Cnymaii cBoero Opara u Hacieqauka CpequMuphsi, — KMBHYJIA 51, COMJIANIAsACh CO CIIOBaMU
I'peropa.

— MoxeT, Th MHE OTBETHIIIb Ha BOITPOC: TIOYeMY?.. — TOUYTH MPUKACASICh T'yOaMU K MOUM BOJIO-
cam, cpocui JIeoH.

— INoTomy uTo 3TO TeOe He MOoM, CUITY, OBITh PSIIOM CO MHOW, — MOsSICHIIA 1. — §] He 3Halo, Yero
THI XOuelllb, JIeoH, HO ciioBa ['peropa MOMKHBI OBUTA PACCTABUTH B TBOEM CO3HAHWUW BCE TOUYKHU HAaJl
«I: THI HE cMOkellb KacaTbest MeHsl. Hukorna. Tel He cMoOKelb 3aKpbhIBaTh MPOXOJL C TOM CKOPOCTHIO,
C KOTOPO# 1 ero OTKphIBai0. M Thl HUKOI/Ia HE CMOJKEIllb CIIeIaTh MEeHsI CBOEH KEHIIMHON — Ha OJIUH
pa3 win HaBceraa. 51 cooOman 310 Tede He MOTOMY, UTO s TaK yBepeHa B ceOe, UTO OTBepraio TBOe
BHUMAaHUE He TS/, — a [IOTOMY YTO 9TO Ta JIAHHOCTh, C KOTOPOW MHE MPEJICTOUT KUTh BCIO KHU3Hb.
S neniprikacaemast 1151 Tedst. CMUPHCH C 3TUM U OCTaBb MEHsI B TIOKOE, TIPOIITy TeOs. DTUM Thl OYCHb
OOJIErYHIITh MHE KU3Hb.

— Ho T He «HenpuKacaeMasi» ISl Hero, — HEOXKHMIAHHO XOJIOHO MPOIETUT HeKPOMAHT.

— JIns Hero? — mepecnpocuia s, He cpa3y IOHUMas, O KOM pedb: Bellb s Peca s1 — Takas xe
npoOiema, Kak u a1 JleoHa.

Hy pa3Be 4T0 KOKOH HaM B IOMOIIIb, €CJIM BJIPYT Korma-auoynp y [pasoii Pyku Mmneparopa
BO3HUKHET JKeJIaHue B3IITHYTh HA MEHS KakK Ha JEBYIIKY... a He KaK Ha «OMaCHOCTb» U «yUeHHMILY,
HaBSI3aHHYIO HACTIEJHUKOM . ..

— Jlns I'peropa, — ckazait JIeoH CKBO3b 3yOHI, a 1 HAXMYPUJIach.

s Tperopa? [la 3auem s emy?.. Uto 3a Open Booodie? OH UCTONb3yeT MeHs Kak TElIKy B
cBoeli urpe. OH u ero orell. Kakasi MHe pajjocTh € TOrO, UTO OH MOXET MEHsI KacaTbcs?..

S BHUMATENTLHO MMOCMOTpeJia Ha HEKPOMAaHTA.

— Jleon, TebGe 4TO, JIENEHIIOB B AeTCTBE Henonanu? Wy urpymkond oOaenuan? — crpocuia
CIIOKOMHO.

Uro 3710 32 peOsSIECTBO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB?
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— 3auem TbI emy? M3-3a TBOEl CIOCOOHOCTH OTKPHIBATh MOPTAJb B MUp Xaoca? — XoJoja B
ero rjia3ax rnopsiikoM MeHs nozadasul. [lonaraio, OH MpeKpacHo 3HaeT o0 Moe ponu B jesne [IpaBoii
Pyku Mmmeparopa, HO OYeMy-TO aKTUBHO UTHOPUPYET 3TO OOCTOSITETbCTRO.

— S noHATHS HEe MMelo, KaKue MJTaHbI HA MEHsI UMeeT HaCJIeTHUK, — CYXO YJIBIOHYJIach si, — a eCJIu
Te0e Tak He TePIUTCS y3HATh — CIIPOCH y Hero caM. Vit cripoc y eliie OTHOro CBOEero Opara, KOTOPHIi
IMMPUCTABJICH KO MHC B Ka4€CTBE€ HAHBKU W HAA3UPATEIIA — B OOAHOM JIMIIE, — IIO6aBI/UIa, IMOYyBCTBOBAaB
KoJIeOaHMS B TIPOCTPAHCTBE.

PoBHO Yepe3 cekyHy rmepeji JOMOM OTKPbLICS TIOPTaJl, U3 KOTOPOro Bhiiien Pec cobcTBeHHOI
nepcoHou. f KMBHY/A Ha OKHO, TIOKa3biBas JIEOHY, YTO BO3MOKHOCTh CIPOCUTH Y HEr0 eCTh yike
NpsIMO cervac, 1 OTIpaBUJIach Bcrpevars Peca.

Ero ynuBneHue ObLJIO OY€Hb 3aMETHO: SIBHO HE OXHUJIAJI, YTO OCOOHSIK TaK MpeoOpasuTcs 3a
BpeMsl ero OTCYTCTBUs. Pec He crielna oryisiien Moe HOBOe I1aThe, a 3aTeM 3aMETHJI TOTO, KTO BBIIIE
BCJIE]] 32 MHOU M TeTiephb CTOSUT 32 MOUM IUIEUOM. .. ¥ uio ['HeBa MiMmepaTopa MrHOBEHHO CTaio
HETIPOHHUIIAEMBIM.

— CrpaHHbIe y BaC OTHOIIIEHHUSI B CEMbE, — POM3HECIIA 51 HErPOMKO, 00pariasich K HEKPOMAHTY.

— Pec Hukorga He ObIT MHE OPaTOM, — XOJIOHO OTO3BAJICS TOT.

— PasBe oH He cbIH TBOeErO 1?7 — epecpocuia, HeoyMeBasl.

— On - I'neB Mmneparopa. ¥ Hero HeT ceMbu, — oTpe3asi JIeoH u, He MpOoIIasiCh, MpOIIaral
MHMO CBOETO POJICTBEHHHMKA TaK, CJIOBHO Ha €ro Mecte ObLIo AepeBo. To ecTb — BOOOIIIe He pearnpys.

CKEBaTb, YTO CUTyallud HE OYCHb KpaCuBasl, — 3TO HUYCTO HE CKa3aTb.

Uro 32 MOHCTP M3 HWKHETO MUpa MEX1y HUMU TIpodesxa?..

— UYro oH 31€ch Aenan? — 1o Pec mojoiien Tak He3aMeTHO WJIM 3TO s MSUIWIACh HA CIIUHY
Jleona, He 3amMeuasi HUYEro BOKPyr?..

— IlepenaBain npuset ot Apy3eit. nu 3to 3anperieHo?..

— O00 Bcex CBOMX IOCTSIX BbI JOJKHBI MEHS MpeaynpekaaTb. B MpoTUBHOM ciydae s 3aKpoio
OCOOHSIK /711 TTOCeIeHn , — 6e3 amonuii mpousnec ['HeB immepaTtopa 1 BoIlien B IOM.

— Yro 3HaYUT «3aKpoeTe IS MOCEUIEHUI» ? — IpoYeKaHuIa 51 Beied. — Bbl He nMeere Ha 310
npaBa!

Barisin, KoTophIM s1 OblJTa HAarpaxaeHa, TOBOPUJI siCHee CJIOB: umeeT. U ecim s mpogomky B TOM
ke Tyxe, MHE paccKaxyT 00o Bcex mpasax IlpaBoii Pyku Mmneparopa, KOTopble MHE, BOT MPSMO
YyI0, COBCEM HE ITOHPABATCS.

— Yo 3710 y Bac? — $1 KMBHY/A HA KOPOOKY B PyKax MYXUYHHBI.

— Bamie matbe a1 ciymanusi. — Pec OJOKUII CBOIO HOIITY Ha CTOJ M HAITPABUIICS IAJIBIIIE.

— ¥V MeHs ecTh K BaM nipock0a, Pec. — S morHana ero, crapasich He mepexonuTh Ha Oer. M16o
HETIPUJIMYHO 3TO — 32 MYKUMHOU Oerarb. ..

— 3anaBaiite! — efjBa He raBKHYJI [eC UMIIepaTopa.

Bort xe... BeXJIMBBIN YeOBeK !

— IMoxanyiicra, epefanTe ero BHICOYECTBY, UTO 51 OUYEHb MPOIIY €ro pa3periuTh MHE BCTpe-
TUTHCSI C MOE MaMOU — €CJIM 9TO BO3MOKHO. . .

— O yeM BBHI XOTUTE C HER HepeFOBOpI/ITB? — CyXO INOMHTEPECOBAJICA TCJIOXPAHUTEIIb BIIAAbIKH,
HO TIOJ] 9TOM CYXOCTBIO YMTAJIACh IpsIMast yrposa.

Uro emme ycriena HATBOPUTh MOsI MaMaH, €CJIM BCTpeYa C Hel CUMTAETCs e[1Ba JI He U3MEHOM
— cyas no quny I'nesa Mmneparopa?!

— 0060 BceM, YTO MPOU3ONLIO C TeX MOp, KaK OHa OTIIPAaBWIAa MEHsI B IEPEBHIO, — OTBETHJIA I
TI0YTU YECTHO.

— Camu onpocute ero 00 3TOM CeroHs BeuepoM. 3a0/IHO U TUIaThe MOKakeTe, — OpOCHII Yepe3
TJ1eY0 TOTyOOrIa3blii.

Cyns 1o maram, OH MOAHSIICS Ha BTOPOM 3TaX, B CBOIO CMAJBHIO.

U c gero OB BOPYT y HAC TAKOE TUIOXOE HACTPOEHUE CITyUUIIOCH ..

25



A. TI. MenseneBa. «I'epon akanemun [lapkCTOyH»

CeronHs MeHs HABECTUT HaACJIEIHUK ?!

S1 OpicTpeHbKO Tepedpasia HOKKaMHU K crajibHe rocnoguHa ['HeBa Mmmepatopa. AKKypat-
HEHBKO TOCTYYasIach, CMUPEHHO MOAOK/1a/Ia, KOTJa MHE OTKPOIOT.

JIBepb pacriaxHyJach Tak pe3Ko, YTO Y MeHs Iapa JIOKOHOB M3 MPUUYECKU BbUIETENA.

— Yrto Bam yrogHo? — He yTpykaast ceOsi BEKJIMBBIM TOHOM, cripocu Pec.

— Bbl umenu B BUjy, YTO CErOMHS B OCOOHSK IMOXaJTyeT HACJAeJHHMK? — MSATKO CIIPOCHIIA s,
CTapasiCh COXpaHsATh Ha JIMIIEe OJIarokenaresibHoe BhIpaKeHHE.

— Jla, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJI TOIyOOTJIa3bIi.

— He uzBonmuTe pacckazarh, 0 KaKOMY TMOBOLY? — MPOXKypUasia PydeiolIKon, XJIonasi pecHu-
LAMH.

— Hacnenauky He HysKeH MOBOJI, YTOOBI TPUATH B JOM CBOEH MOAAHHOM, — e111e CYIIe COOOIIHIT
Pec, B3r1s171 KOTOpOTO, €ciu OBl yMel, yKe AaBHO ucrapui Obl MeHs B Benmkoe Huuro.

— He mory crioputh ¢ 3TUM yTBepiKkieHUeM. — §1 3arafiouHo yIbIOHYJIach, OIMyCKast B3IJIsA] B IO,
10O TPYIHO CTAIO CHIEPKUBATh ceOsl. — A He OTBETUTE JIH BbI €Ilie Ha OMUH MOW BOIPOC, YBAKACMBbII
yuntens? — U, He qoxunasch NOATBEPIKIeHHUs, CIIpocuiia B J100: — He CBsI3aHO JIM 3TO € TeM, YTO BbI
pacckasaiy eMy O HEKOTOpbIX MepeMeHax B jome?

OOBSICHATH HACTICAHUKY, OTKY/JA Y MOEI MaMbl LIeJTbII CYH/IyK IParolieHHOCTE!, yUUThIBasl, YTO
Halll poJ] CUMTAETCS eBa JIM He pasopuBIIUMcs?.. O HET, 3TO He TO, YeM OBl sl XOTesIa 3aHSThCS B
Onmkaiimem OymymieM. DTo Jiesio Hallel ceMbr, Xaoc ux noxpu! Y eciti 3TOT HECHOCHBIN ToTy00-
r1a3blid pacckasan ['peropy. ..

— Her, — npepBas Mot NoTok Mbicielt Pec, uyTh Haxmypusimch. — OH mprOyaeT ciofa rmoTomy,
YTO 51 paccKaszajl eMy O Balllel cuie. A TouHee, O IOTeHIIMAJIe Ballleil CUJIbI.

Mow r1a3a okpyrminch. M Kak sl He mogymala, 4To YepHOIIA3bli CHIHUIIKA BIAJABIKKA 00s13a-
TEJIbHO 3aMHTEPECYeTCs] STUM MOUM «CMOTY KOra-HUOYIb» 7!

— 3aueM BBl 3TO criesanu? — Cpocuia, caMa MoHUMasl, Kak HeJleno 3TO 3BYYHT.

It0 ero 06s3aHHOCTH. OH Xe He 3HAeT, YTO MHE Ceiiuac BOT COBCEM He JI0 NEPCHEeKTUB HCIIOIb-
30BaHUsI MOeH crJtbl! Y MeHs TYT Kak Obl CYHIYK C COKPOBHILIAMY O] KPOBAThIO, HEOHSATHOE MOCIIa-
HHUE M3 aKaJeMUH, HEeOOXOOMMOCTh 3aKOHUMTh BCE Jiela C HacJeJ0BaHMeM B Onvkaiiliiee BpeMms,
KJIATBA BEPHOCTH MMIIEPATOPY Ha HOCY M (papc MOI Ha3BaHUEM «OOIIECTBEHHBIH Cyl» B KOHIIE
Henemu! Hu Oonbinie Hu meHbine!!! A ceifvac ere nmpeactouT oomarbesi ¢ I'peropom o Moux HeBe-
nombix ymeHusix! Hy npsiMmo BoBpemsi — cka3zaTh Hevero!

— 41 nymaio, BBl IOHMMaeTe 3a4eM, — Mpou3Hec Pec, Mo KOTOporo BeIpakaio HEYTO CTpaH-
HOE. — A 10 TIOBO/Iy COCTOSIHHMSI Balllero OCOOHSIKA — 3TO Ballle JIeNlo, KaK U OTKyJa y Bac OepyTcs
CPEJICTBA Ha €r0 PecTaBpaLuIo.

Cepbesno?.. To ecTh... OH He OyJeT 3TO Kak-JIMOO KOMMEHTHUPOBATh B MIPUCYTCTBUU HACIIEI-
HuKa?..

— IIpomury mpomenusi, 4to nodecrokonsa. — 5 OTCTymuiIa oT ero JBepH, MPOAOIKas Pa3MBIIII-
JIATh HaJl yCIbImaHHbM. — [losaraio, 3aHaTuil cerogs He OyueT?

— He Oyper, — orBetwi Pec, a 1 B ouepeqHO pa3 HalluIa MOATBEP:KAeHUE CBOEH MBICITH, UYTO OH
MIPUCTABJIEH KO MHE He KaK y4YHTellb, a KaK Ha/I3UpaTerb. . .

la u yemy MeHs1 yuuTh?.. Ynpaisate MoHcTpamu?.. He yBepeHa, 4To OH 3HaeT, Kak 3TO
JeNnaTh, — €ro CHJia COBEpILeHHO Apyras. Kcrary. .. s Tak ¥ He MOHsiIa JI0 KOHIIA, YTO y Hero 3a CHJIA. . .
B03MOKXHOCTH KOKOHA, HACKOJIBKO I CMOTJIA I0TaJaThCs, — MOYTH Oe3rpaHuyvHbl. Y TaMm OH MOXKeT
ObITh AOCOMIOTHBIM XO3SIMHOM MPOCTPAHCTBA... A 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO MOW MOTEHIIAT TEOPETUUYECKU
TaK e BEJHK. ..

— Korza Mbl cMO%eM MOTOBOPHUTH O CHJIE SHEProMaroB? — CIpOCHJIA S, YKe€ OTXOAsSl OT €ro
CTIJIBHHU.

— Korna npuger Bpems.

Hy 4ro0 %, He ynuBieHa.
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Sl kuBHYyNa W crycTuiack BHU3. Haneock, 9To BpeMs NpuaeT He Toraa, Korja s BepHYCh B
aKasieMuio?.. YK CIIMIIIKOM MaJio BEPUTCS, YTO MBI yCIieeM pa300parhCs ¢ MOEH CHIION 10 CIYIIaHUS
B KOHIIE HeZleJW. A T1OcCjie BCEro 9TOro CIEeKTaKJIs s TUIAHUPYIO BepHYThCS B JJapKCTOYH: TO, 4TO TaM
ceifyac TBOPUTCs, OUeHb MHe He HpaBUTCsl. CooOIHMK MarucTpa PoBeHa He ofiMaH, BEIly NCUe3aioT
u3 YepHoii OaHu. . .

— Mornonas xo3siika, 4TO JieaTh ¢ MajKod, KOTopylo npuHec Bail rocts? — Crapuk JIKuB3
BBIPBJI MEHS M3 PA3MBIIIUICHUIA U 3aCTABUJI BEPHYTHCS B PEAIbHOCTb.

— Yro? Kakoii rocts?

— TeMHOBOJIOCBIN MOJIOZION YeIOBEK, OUeHb MOXOXKUI Ha Balllero yuuTeis, rocnoauHa Peca, —
TMOSICHUJT IBOPELIKU [ MOEU MeJJIEHHOM TeJlerH.

— OH npuHec B MO oM. .. Tasiky? — $1 Bce ellie He oueHb cooOpaxkara.

— Ha. JnHHy0 Takyto. OHa CTOMT y BXOJHOM JBEpH, — KUBHYI JIKUB3.

Most ackpuma?.. Jleon npunec mue mMoio sckpumy?! Ho oH e nepeaan ciosa TaTsl 0 ToM, 4TO
opyxue xzeT MeHs B UepHoi Oaixe!

— Hecu ee ciona!

Mowu 171232 3aropeiuch, a KpoBb 3aKUIea: BOZMOXKHO, cefvac s Moaydy HOBYIO YJIHMKY IS
CBOETO JINYHOTO pacciieJoBaHus!

Bort Tonbko koraa [IKUB3 MTPUHEC «TIOCBUIKY», sl OTUETIIMBO MOHSLIA — 9TO HUKaKasl He TIOChLTKA.
Oto nogapok. Ot JleoHa.

CoBepIlleHHO HOBast SCKpPHMa, CIeJIaHHAs Ha 3aKa3, C BHIOUTHIM Y30pOM IO BCeH JIMHE. Y-
BUTENBHO ynoOHasi. U nierkasi.

WM xak MHe 3TO BOCIIPHHUAMATH?..

OrnycruB [IxuB3a, 1 ocMoTpesia KopoOKy, ocTaBieHHylo Pecom. OTkpbuia ee. . .

— Jla uTo0 Bac Bcex Xaoc moxpan! — moxenana OT AyIu.

Basia ackpuMy # 1olia Ha BHYTPEHHHI ABOP — KOJIOTUTH 10 BBICOXIIIEMY JIEPEBY.

BuyTpu kopoOKku okazanock miarke. bernoe.

Cnacu6o Tebe, JleoH, — BeJjb Kak 3HAJI, YTO TIPUTOIUTCS !
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I'naBa 3. Heo:xknjanHblie npejioKeHus

— DT0 JepeBO BHIVISAUT OoJiee MEPTBBIM TI0 OTHOIIEHHIO K TOMY KYCTy M MOPTUT BCIO Kap-
TuHY ? — ['0J10C Hac/ieTHMKA pa3Jaics Tak HEOXKUJAHHO, YTO 51 CIyYallHO 3apsAAniia SCKPUMY BO BpeMs
ylapa U YHUUTOXWJIa Oe[JHOe pacTeHHe MOIIHBIM 3apsiioM. — Vi OHO HaBpeJuio BaM JIMYHO?

I'perop mopoien KO MHe, OCMaTpuBasi TO, YTO OCTAJIOCH OT... a YTO ITO BOOOIIE ObUIO?..

— Baiue BeicouecTBO. — §I npucena B peBepaHce ¢ 3CKPUMOM HaIrlepeBec.

— ¥V Bac HoBas urpymika? — HacneqHuk paccMaTpyBall TPEHMPOBOYHYIO MAJIKY.

— ITogapok OT MOKJIOHHKKA, — IOYEMY-TO OpsIKHYJIA 1.

— 4 nyman, nom oxpanser Pec, — 3axymunBo npotsany: ['perop.

— A s [ymMana, 4yTo OH JAOJIKEH YUYUTh MEHs MOJIb30BAThCS CUJIOW, @ HE OXPaHATh MOM JIOM.

— Kaiiput, BBl TEenepb — BaxkHasi IepcoHa AJisl UMIIEpUU. Bbl onpaBgaere Teox paHUTeN sl UMIIe-
paropa ¥ J1aJUTe HABOJAKY Ha 3aroBOPIIMKOB MPOTUB €ro BeludecTBa. Bac mpocto HeoOXonumo. ..
oxpaHsTh. — M Tak OH MpoU3HEC MoceJHee CIOBO, YTO MHE CTaJlo He 1o cede.

CrpalliHblid YeJIOBEK — HACIEHMUK.

— Ero noutu cytkamu HeT B 0coOHsIKe. OH MPUXOAUT JIUIIb BEUYEPOM, — 3aMETHIIa CITPABE/1JIH-
BOCTU paJiu.

— B umnepun ckommiock ciamimkom MHoro nei it [HeBa Mmmepatopa, — cyXo ybIOHYICS
I'perop.

Tak Pec yxonut Ha 3aganus. .. Yro K, He yauBIeHA.

— Bpl ycnienu kK Hemy npuUBsI3aThCs?

— B kakom cmbicre?.. — I HeMHoro pacrepsiiack. — § Bcero Jmib oTMedaro (hakT. ..

— Brbl Tak 1 He moMupUIIKCh ? — aTakoBasl HOBBIM BonipocoM ['perop, aesnast BUJl, YT0 HPOM3HOCUT
ero HeB3HAYaM.

— Kak 310 BOOOIIIE BO3MOKHO — MOMUPUTHCA C TakuM, Kak Pec? — yauMBiIeHHO cnipocuia s,
BIIOJTHE UCKPEHHSSI B CBOMX SMOLUSIX.

Pazge ¢ uyxum ncom moxHO noMuputbes? [poliie HOMUPUTHCA € €r0 XO35IMHOM.

Xorts cerogHs Pec nokazai, 4To ero noBoAOK HE TAK KOPOTOK: OH 3aKPbLI [VIa3a HA MOU MaxXu-
HaIuu. ..

— Ha, ¢ Pecom B aTOM miane cinoxHo... Ho oH He Ge3HaziexeH, — BHOBb yibIOHYCs ['perop,
yrasi MeHsI CBOei «JJ0OpOKeIaTeIbHOCTHION.

— Bawm BujiHee, Bale BbICOUECTBO. — S onmycTuia B3IUIs.

Kak tak nosyuunsnocs, 4to Mel roBopuM o Pece?..

— Kak BbI tymaerte, nouemy ['HeB Mimniepatopa umeeT nmogoOHy0 CHTy ? — HEOKHIAHHO CITPOCHIT
I'perop.

— Bel umeere B BUy, IOYEMY OH — SHEProMar? — yTOYHWJIa 1 aKKypaTHO.

— Her. [louemy OH — Jiy41uil SHEpromar, — ONPaBUI MEHS HACJIETHUK.

Sl mocMoTpesia Ha TEeMHOBOJIOCOTO 00OJIaIaTesisl MOYTH YEPHBIX IJ1a3.

— DTO KaK-TO CBA3aHO C TEMHM JIOPAAMHU, YTO ObUTH Ha CIYIIAHUU? — IOMHTEPECOBAIACh OCTO-
POXKHO.

— Bl oueHb ymHbI, KalipuT, — He To MoXBajwi, He TO Npeaynpeans meds ['perop.

Tuxo criotHyna, crapasch He NOKa3blBaTh cTpaxa. HacienHuK v BIpsAMb BHYIIAI MHE YKac
CBOEH MATKOCTBIO: MSITKO TOBOPUT, MSITKO IBUT'A€TCsI, MSITKO TOJIOBBI PYOUT... O YeM 3TO 517

— OHHM 3HAIOT O TOM, YTO OH — 3Hepromar. 1 3HaloT, Kak OH cTaj sHepromarom. Ho camu He
MMEIOT MPaBa M0JIb30BaThCS 3TUM 3HAHUEM, — IPOU3HECTIA s HErPOMKO. Jlokjanach KMBKa, MOATBEP-
KJIAI0LIET0 BEPHOCTh MOEM MBICIIH, U 3aKOHUYMIIA ee: — M uX 1mpaBo OrpaHUYMBAET UMEHHO OH.

— BepHo. Imenno I'neB iMnieparopa Becerga aepxail B CTpaxe JOPAOB U3 CAMbIX BIMASTEIbHBIX
cemeir. OH cieui1, YTOObl HUKTO HE TMOJIb30BAJICS 3aIPETHHIMU 3HAHUSIMU, U Kapas TeX, KTO OCITy-
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IIaJICsl HEeTJIaCHOTO TpuKasza. TesoXpaHuTeneil BIaJbKi BOCIUTHIBAIOT C CAMOIO JETCTBA, BHIOpaB
CaMoro oflapeHHOro peOeHKa. Takoll Mar B COCTOSIHMU yAEpXaTb B Y3/I€ BCEX JKENAIOIIUX MOUTH
npotuB 3akoHa. Ho moau... kak 310 ropopurcs?.. HercnpaBumble uckatenu?.. OHU Bceraa XOTsT
JOTSHYThCS PyKaMu JI0 TOTO, YTO TOj 3anpeToM. Y TaiiHa MOsIBIEHUs SHEPTOMAaroB ye BCILIbIBasIa
OJIHAK/IBI — 3TO OBLIO OOJIBIIIE CTA JIET HA3a 1, TOTa UX HAIUIOAWIOCh OUYeHb MHOTO. [IpexHMii Biaabika
BBIHY’K/IEH ObLT PUHSTH Mepbl, a [ HeB MMmieparopa 03aboTuiicst Tem, 4ToObl cekpeTHast nHpopMa-
1yl ucuesna u3 yMoB kuteneil CpeauMupbs.

— OHu yOmm Bcex, KTO 3HaJ? — yAMBJIEHHO BBIJIOXHYJA S1.

— Bcex youTth HEBO3MOXKHO, — YIBbIOHYJCS ['perop, misas Ha MeHsl, Kak OTell Ha Hepa3yMHOe
IUTS. — A BOT B3SITh 3aJI0KHUKOB U3 POJIHH, HAJIOKUTD KJISITBY BEPHOCTH UJIM TIOCTABUTH I€YaTh Ha
CUJTy — 3TO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, — JIETKO 3aKOHYMJI OH. — B TaHHBII MOMEHT O CeKpeTe SHEProMaroB
3HAIOT TOJIBKO JIB/LIATh YEJIOBEK BMECTE C MMIIepaTopoM, MHOM 1 PecoM. A BOT Bbl U Ballia MaTh —
3TO JIB€ HEU3BECTHBIE, CAMO CYIIIECTBOBAHHME KOTOPBIX OYEHb HAIPSTAET. .. BIAJbIKY.

S mymana, 4To MaMa UMeeT ITIaHC BRIOPAThCsI CYXOU M3 BOJBI HA TOM CiTymaHuu ? §1 Obuia 1y poi.
He BoiOpanacek Ob1. BooOiie H1 py Kakux 0OCTOSATETbCTBAX.

— Ham HeoOXoIMMOo MOHSTh, HACKOJIBKO BEJIMKA. .. JIbIpa Ha OOpTy KOpaodiis, — 0Opa3HO BhIpa-
3UJICS HACJIETHUK, a 51 OYeHb YETKO OCO3HAJIa ellie OJHY Belllb: MHE He JaayT YBUAETHCS C MATEPhIO.

He B Gnmukaiiiee Bpemsi.

W yx Tem Gosiee He MO3BOJIAT MOTOBOPUTH C HEH ¢ IJ1a3y Ha IJ1a3.

— Kaiiput, s Hazieroch, BbI MIOHUMAaeTe, HACKOJIBKO UMITEPHS B JIUIIE €r0 BJIaJbIKKM 3aMHTEPEco-
BaHa B COTPYAHUYECTBE C BaMu? — 3a/jaJl CBOM IVIaBHBIM BOIPOC HACIIEIHUK.

Tak BOT kK 4emMy ObUTH Bce 3TU pa3roBopsl! Pec pacckaszan I'peropy o BO3MOXKHOCTSX MoOei
CUJIbI, ¥ HACJIEIHUK OBICTPO MPUKHUHYJI, KAK CMOXKET €€ UCIIONIb30BaTh.

— Bul xoTHTE Ccienath U3 MeHs mpeeMHuIly Peca? — HeoBepuMBO CIIPOCHIIA 5.

— IIpeemunity? — I'perop mogHsi1 6poBb, a 3aTeM CKJIOHWJ I'OJIOBY HAOOK. — B 3TOM Het HeoO-
XOAUMOCTHU: HblHemHui ['HeB MiMmiepaTopa mpoXuBET elle JOJITo — YIUTHIBAs Te AECATh JIeT, KOTO-
pble eMy ToIapyii. A BOT YBEJIMYHUTh MOIIb 3aIUTHI. .. 9TA UJesl HAC IPUBJIEKAET.

— BoI xoTHTe, YTOOBI MBI paboTai BMecTe?.. — Mou I71a3a paciprIIUCh.

— Bama cuna onacha, Kaiipur. [To-xopomemy, Bac Hao youTth — U aejio ¢ KoHriom. Ho 51 He
TAaKOM, KaK MOM TPE/IIIECTBEHHNKH, U HE TIPUBBIK pa30pachIBaThCsl IIEHHBIM MaTepraioM. Y Bac JBa
BapUAHTA, JIE/IU: IEPBBII — COTTIACUTHLCS M XKUTh B JOCTATKE JI0 KOHIIA CBOUX JHEH, CITyXa UMIIepaTopy,
Y BTOPOH — HE COIJIACUTHLCS U CIYYallHO HE TIPOCHYTHCS OHAKIBI YTPOM... S ToBOpIO BaM 00 3TOM
YEeCTHO, TIOTOMY YTO YBaKalo Balll yM W Ballly HaXOAYMBOCTb, KOTOpHIE TIOMOIJIM HaM BEpHYTh Ha
CITy’k0y BEpHOTO COIO3HUKA U CujIbHelIero mara CpeiuMuphbsi.

...

Mens ceftuac. .. 3aBepOoBam?..

[Tpuuem. ..

ManTaxom?!

— 51 He umelo paBa Ha OMMOKY? — YTOYHMJIA HAa BCSAKUU CITydaid.

— Bri6op styudriie 03ByuHTh MPSMO ceifuac, — elne Msrye OTBeTHII HaCJIeTHUK.

— 41 BRIOMpAIO XKW3HB, — CKa3ajia, He A Ha Hero, 6e3 SMOIIUH.

— Yero u cnenoBajio 0xxuaaTh, — KUBHYI ['perop.

WurepecHo, a He pacckaxu eMy Pec 0 MoeM noTeHnumaie. .. Koraa Obl MeHs IIOCTaBUIIM TIepe
BeiOOpom? Tlocne cymanus?..

— DTO KaK-TO MOBJUSET Ha CJI0BA KJISITBBl BEPHOCTU MMIIEpaTopy? — CIIPOCHJIa 51, BCE TaK ke
HE IS/ Ha Hero.

— Hanpsimy1o, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJT HACTSIHUK.

— MoskHO ellie OUH BOMPOC, Balllie BHICOYECTBO? — $1 4yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO OH I'OTOB 3aBEPIIHUTH
CBOW BU3MT.
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— Koneuno, neqgu.

— benoe miatbe U1 ciylaHus. .. 3TO TO, O YeM 5 oaymana?..

—3T0 HEOOXOIUMO /17151 TOrO 00pa3a, KOTOPBIH BbI co31aanTe st xkutesneit Cpeaumupss. Bare
ciymanue OyneT oOmecTBeHHbIM. M s Obl OUeHb XOTel, YTOOBl B BAIllMX YECTHBIX I71a3aX MPOCTOU
oz Buzien aosepue [papoit Pyke Mimneparopa v uCKpeHHee KeJlaHKe JI0Ka3aTh BCeM HEBUHOBHOCTD
BaIlIero. .. KyMupa.

SI3bIK MOI1 — Bpar Moi. XBajia Xaocy, XOTb B HEBECThI K HEMY He 3arucajl. A TO KaK-TO CTPaHHO
OBl TIOTYYMJIOCh: HApeUeHHasl 3aruiiaeT Jirooumoro. [Ipens3stocTs Ha IUIIO.

M-na... 570 4TO cefuac ObLI 3a MBICJIEHHBIA MOTOK ?!

— Bbl oueHb yBepeHbl B MOEM aKTEPCKOM TaJIaHTE, — 3aMETHJIA 51 HETPOMKO.

— Bol yxe mokazanu cebst Ha 3aKpHITOM CIYIIaHWU. A B TOT pa3 Bbl He ObUTH TOTOBHI K ITPOKC-
xonsauemMy. [lonaraio, nMest Hezlesnlo BpEMEHH B 3a11ace, Bbl CPA3UTE BCEX HAIOBAJL.

Hacnemnuk pactsiHya ryObl B XOJIOMHOM y/bIOKEe, pa3BEepHYJICS U IIArHyJ I MPsSMO B TPEIIUHY
nepexona. . .

Xopommii nosyuuics: pasropop. bogpenskuii Takoi. U rimaBHOe — Bee 10 Jieny.

Tak, 0 XopoIeMm: pyu MOeM HOBOM CTaTyce 51 CMOTY BEPHYThCS B aKaJeMHIO MOCIIe OOIIEeCTBEeH-
HOT'O cy/a — B KauecTBe yueHulsl [ HeBa Mimneparopa, Beaylieil cBoe pacciieloBaHue.

O n10XxOM: MEeH$1 TOJIBKO YTO CBSI3aJIM 10 pyKaM M HOTaM, He MCIOJIb3ysl BEPEBOK. TOIBKO YTO
KJISI B POT HE 3aCYHYJIH.

MeHst pa3Oynuit cTpaHHbIH 3ByK. Beqp He mochbimanock? 1o ObuT He coH?.. Sl HaKuHYIIa Xanat
MOBEPX HOYHOW COPOYKH, B3sJla CBEUY M Ha IIBIIOYKaxX BhIILIA B Kopunop. [IpuBbruka, uro YepHas
OallHs BCerga XOpoulo OCBelaiach, ChIrpajia co MHOM 3JyI0 HIYTKY: TEMHOTE MOEro OCOOHSIKA B
HOYHOE BpeMsI CYTOK MOKHO OBLJIO CMEJIO ITPUCBOUTH 3BaHHE «XOTh I71a3 BHIKOIM». CBeva pa3roHsijia
MpakK JIMIIb Ha ONVKaiIe HECKOJIBKO CAHTUMETPOB, a JaJiblle BCE... YEPHOTA U HEM3BECTHOCTD.
Eme u, kak Ha3710, JTyHbI HE BUJIHO!

W kpanych 51, 3HAYUT, MEJUICHHO Briepe (1 B OONbINeH CTeNeHN Hayra/), Kak BAPYT MOsI CBeua
TYXHET. ..

— Yero?.. — HEAOBEPUMBO BOIPOIIAIO Y CBEUKH.

A B crieqyoliee MTHOBEHHE HAa MOEM PTY MOSIBJISIETCS UysKasi JIAIOHb B TEpYaTKe, a Ha TAIUH
pyKa — ¥ MeHsI ObICTPO YTATUBAIOT KyJa-TO BOOK.

— M-M-mM-M-M-M!!!! — 3amMBIYana s Ha TOro, KTO OCMEJIWIICS MPUKACAThCS K Jien, KoTopast 0e3

MpUKacaTbcsi KO MHe B MoeM ke Jome! Eiie u pot 3akpbiBath! U Kyaa-To yTaruBaTh!

— Tuxo, neau, — nporenTan Ha yXO 3HaKOMBI TOJI0C, U 51 3aMepJia, IPeBpallasich B CTATYIo.

W wer, He moToMy, uTO 3T0 Pec 00e31BIKIIT MeHSs U TeTiepb IPHKUMaeT K cede. A MoToMy 4To
JIOKOTb Peca (JIOKOTb TOM caMoii pyKH, UTO 3aKpbIBAET MO POT) cerlyac KacaeTcsi MOeu. ..

Tak, Tixo, Kaiiput. I'por B cBoe BpeMst Tporaii ee, JIeoH k Hell mogOupascsi, HIYero CTpamHoro
HE [MPOUCXOIUT. B cMbICIE. .. CTpalllHOE Y:Ke TPOMCXOIUIIO — a CEYac 3TO BCETO JIUIIb BOIIPOC MOE
0€30MacHOCTH. ...

KPBITBCA.

— Kaiipur, Bce B mopsike, 31o 1, Pec! — He oxuaast momoOHON peakimu, roryooriassiid ere
cuJIbHEe TIpYKal MeHs K ceoe.

— M-(pyx-x-x-X... — 4 y6oKo B3/10XHYNa, IOHUMAs, YTO YeCTh MOsI, TTOXOXKe, He OyleT cra-
CEHa.

A BE€b HACJICAJHHUK TaK XOTECJ CAECIaTh U3 MEHA JICOU. ..
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Kcraru, Pec Tospko uTO Ha3Baia MeHs IPOCTO MO UMEeHH ?!

— BpI ke ToXe 3TO ciplmanu? — CIpoCKI TeIOXPaHUTEb UMIIEpaTopa B TOT CaMblii MOMEHT,
KOTJJa MO€ CO3HaHKE Pa3pbIBaJl BOIIPOC: YAAPUTD JIM IO €0 roJIOBE MOICBEYHUKOM 3a MOA0OHYI0 (ppu-
BOJIbHOCTH? Vn He OWTH JTamyIliky — Beb IO UIMEHH OH MEHsI Ha3blBaJl TOJBKO B UepHoil OalHe,
Oymyur Marom 0Oe3 MaMsITH U YaCThio MOEW HEeCOBIBILIEHCS MEUTHI?..

Sl MeUIeHHO KMBHYIIA, aBast OHSATb, YTO cliblmasia. M Gosee Toro — roroBa Ha KOHCTPYKTHB-
HBII THAAJIOT.

To ectb — OosbIlIe OpBIKATHCS HE OYIIy.

Pec Tak e mMezsieHHO yOpas pyKy C MOETo pTa, a 3aTeM U C TaJliu, OTYEro MHe Kak-TO Pa3oM
CTaJIO XOJIOJHO U OOUIHO.

Hy, obupa-to TyT nipu yem?!

Tak, Kaiipur, 6epem ceOst B pyKH.

— Bel pa3Be He cTaBIIM HA IOM 3aIUTY ? — TUXO CITPOCHJIA TOTYOOIIa30r0: 3TO OBUIO ObI BIIOTHE
B €r0 JIyXe.

—Ha ocoGnsike cTouT 3ammTa oT MaroB. 51 Obl 3HaI, €cJi Obl KTO-TO M3 HUX 3aX0TeJ MPOOpaThCs
BHYTPb O€3 MpHIJIallIeHns], — TaK ke TUXO OTBeTU Pec.

Msue ero oTBeT He moHpaBwics. [Toka He MOHsIA — U3-3a Yero MMEHHO, HO B3suia cebe Ha
3aMETKY.

— 3HauuT, 3TO MPOCTOU YeIOBEK, — ClieIaa sl €TUHCTBEHHO JIOTMYHBINA BBIBO]I.

— Kak Bapmanr, — cornacwics [Ipasas Pyka Mmniepatopa, 1 BHOBb €ro OTBET MHE HE IIOHpa-
BUJICSL.

Uro npoucxonur?!

HoBbli1 3ByK OTBJIEK MEHS OT pa3MbIIIUICHUH.

— Kaxertcs, oH B criasibHe Moell MaTepu, — ObICTPO BCIIOMHMB pacIoJIO)KEHHE BCEX KOMHAT,
coo0mIa s roayooraazomy.

— Xnute 31ech, — KOPOTKO CKOMaHJoBasl Pec, u yxke B CleqyolIyl0 CeKyHay ero He ObLIo
psaaom!

Hy kak tak?! Pa3Be MOXHO Tak OBICTPO 1 OECIIyMHO TNepeMernarbes?!

W BTOpOI BOMPOC: C Yero OH B3slJI, UTO s Oy/y CTOSATh HA MECTe M KJaTh, KOrJa OH pa3zoepercs
¢ mpoOneMoit B MoeM aome?!?

Sl nBUHYyNach BIiepen Mo KOPUIOPY, HAIyNaua pydKy JBEpH, BOIUIA B CHAIBHIO... U MOEMY
B30pYy OTKpBUIACh TOBOJIbHO 3a0aBHAsi KAPTHMHA: B OCBEILICHHON Marveil KOMHAaTe MeX.Iy TOJIOM U
MOTOJIKOM BHCEJT TIAPHUIIIKA JIET TPUHAIIATH, yIep)KUBAEMBIN B BO3/yXe 3a CUET KaKOro-TO CTpaH-
HOTO ITy3bIpsi, BHYTPU KOTOPOT'O OH, COOCTBEHHO, M Haxoawics. S mepeBena B3 Ha Peca v moHsina,
YTO ITOT... MM... MarM4eCKUi MEIOK — ero pyk jeno. OueHnsa, HaCKOJIbKO HaIlyraH MapHUIIKA.
W yBunena crapblii ceiip MaTylIKy; psAoOM Jiekalla KapThHA, IPUKPBIBABILNAsL HA CTEHE MECTO JaB-
HBIM-JIABHO OITYCTEBIIIEr0 TAWHUKA.

Tak, curyanus sicHa.

— Bop, — Herpomko npousHecsa s, TIsIsA Ha TTapeHbKa.

ToT HUYEro He OTBETHJI, HO HE TIOTOMY, YTO HE XOTeJI: BUIHO ObLIO, YTO OH CHMJILHO HAIlyraH
Y MPOCTO HE B COCTOSIHUM.

— I'mynieiit Bop, — cAenana s BbIBOA.

[Tomuwurcs, [Jonn MeHs npeaynpexiania. ..

— Yo Oynem ¢ HUM jenath?

— Kaznum Ha mecte? — OyAHUYHO MPEAJIOKIIT TEJIOXPAHUTENIb UMIIEpaTopa.

I'naza mapeHbka yBeIMUUINCh BABOE.

— A MOXeT, UCTIOJIb3yeM B XO3SUCTBE? — MparMaTuyHO CIIPOCHIIA f1.

— B cmpbicrnie, cyn cBapuM? — 4yTh 3aMHTEPECOBABIINCH, YTOUHII Pec.
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— Jla HeT, OH ke MeJIKHii — Koka J1a KocTu. [laBaii yObem, OJHUMEM C ITOMOIITBI0 HEKPOMaHTa —
1 Y HaC MOSIBUTCSI HOBBIH CITy’KKa, KOTOPBIH 0 KOHIIA CBOMX JIHEW OyleT ApauTh 0COOHSK. COIKOHOMUM
Ha yOOpKe, — pa3MBIIILIsIA $, [JIs1/1s1 HA TOPe-BOPUIIIKY.

ToT Hayay akTMBHO MOTAaTh TOJI0OBOM, /1aBasi MOHATb, YTO C MOCJIEHUM BAPUAHTOM COBCEM HE
cornaceH. IHTepecHO, 4eM ero npesbCThiia BO3MOKHOCTb KMIIETh B KOTJIE C KAITyCTOM M KapTOILIKOM ?..

— K c110By 0 HeKpoMaHTax — UM 151 SKCIIEPUMEHTOB MHOT/Ia HEOOXOIUMO KUBOE Teslo. MOKHO
NpoaaTh — ¥ OOHOBUTH TOCYy Ha KyxHe, — 3aMeTu1 Pec, u mapHuiika 6yKBajgbHO 3a0WIICSI B KOH-
BYJIbCUAX.

Ara! Kro-To HEKpomaHTOB OouTcst Oobine cMepTH. JliobonbiTHO. EcmM yuuThIBaTh, YTO OHU
OZIHO [JIEJIO JIENAlOT.

— Jla, HEKpOMaHTBI — 3TO XOpOILasi UAes, — COIACKIIACh $, 3aLyMUYMBO IJI5/151 Ha IOTOJIOK.

— Her, noxanyiicra! Ipomury Bac, TonpKO He K HekpomaHTam! {1 Gonblie HUKOraa He Oymay
kpactb! M BceM ckaxy, 4Tto0 Bail JoM ctopoHoi ooxomwu!!! Tlpomry, He oTaaBaiiTe MeHSI STUM
monsam!!! — B ronoc 3apeses1 NapHULIKA, a Mbl ¢ PecoM neperisiHymce.

— O6emaenb H60sbIIIe HE KpacTh? — CIIOBHO HeB3Hauaii cipocui ['HeB MiMniepatopa, mocTyKu-
Bas MaJblaMU IO CTOJTY.

— Huxorpa! JXusHbio cBoeil KiIsiHyChb!!! — akKTMBHO 3aKuBaj MapeHb, Ha JIMIE KOTOPOro
TMOSIBUJICST OTOJIECK HAJEHKIBI.

— Yro ckaxels? — Pec nepesesn B3MsA]] HA MEHs.

— Bce ke HeKpOMaHThI — XOpolas Ues, — HEPELWMUTEIbHO MPOTsHYJIA .

— Her, nmoxanyiicra! He Hano! He Oyny kpacts, He Oymy! Tonbko OTITyCTUTE, MOKATyHCTa-a-
a-a-all!

— Xaoc Bcex noxpu! OcBoOOIM Thl 3TOr0 HEHOPMAJIBHOTO — MHA4Ye OH HAC BCEX OMIYIIUT! —
3aKpbIBasi yIIM pyKaMu, TPOMKO ITOIPOCHUIIA f1.

B crenpyromnyio cekyHIy MajbUMINKa IIJIETHY/ICS Ha TOITY, OCBOOOKICHHBIN U3 Marn4ecKoro
IJICHA, TYT K€ IMOACKOYWJI, B OOWH IIPBLIZKOK OKa3aJiICA Ha MOJOKOHHHMKE W BBIIIPBLITHYJT M3 OKHA 0e3
KaKOW-JIMO0 CTPaxoBKU. A Mbl ¢ Pecom, BRICYHYBIIMCH U3 OKHA IO MOSIC, C YIUBICHUEM HaOMIONalH,
KaK 3TOT MaJIeHbKMI aKpoOaT CITyCKaeTcsl 10 BEPEeBKE BHU3 M CIIOKOWHEHBKO ceOe YJETeThIBAeT C
TePPUTOPHHU OCOOHSIKA IO TpaBKe. Tak e OJHOBPEMEHHO Mbl TIOCMOTPENN BBEPX. . .

— Kak oH Ha KpplI1y-TO ee 3aKuHYJ? — U3yMJIEHHO CIIPOCUJIA 1.

— Xopotuas pyka 1 METKOCTb. OTJIMYHOTO BOPA JIMIIUTCS TPUTOPOJ], CTOJIULIBI. . .

MBbI HOBEpHYJIUCH JIPYT K APYTY. .. W HAYQTU APYKHO X0XoTath. [IpaBaa, s oueHb ObICTPO ycro-
KOWJIaCh, 3aBOPOKEHHAsI IPYIHBIM, TIIyOOKUM cMexoMm Peca. ..

— Moxer, Jaio? — npeyiokuiIa ¢ yIblOKOH, T Ha MY)KYMHY MOEW MEUTHI.

— MoxHO 4Yaio, — BEJIMKOYIITHO U TOXE C YJIBIOKOW COTJIACHIICS OH...

Ha kyxHe mblI cpa3dy 3aXIJIM HECKOJIbKO cBeueld. M ycenuch 3a CTON AJisl IPUCTYTH, Jepxka
KPYXXKH C apOMaTHbIM HAITUTKOM B pyKax: YalHUK B JIOME KMIIEJ BECh JIEHb U €IIE HE YCIEs OCTHITh.

— He 3nana, yro I'neB MiMriepatopa MOXeT ObITh TAKUM BEJIMKOAYIITHBIM, — BCE-TaKU 3aMeTHIIA
A, IPUATHO YAWBJICHHAsA CBOUM OTKPBITUCEM.

— Bawm 6buto ObI TipoIIe, ecnu Obl 51 yOMI ero Ha Mecte? — B CBOEH MPUBBIYHON MaHepe, HO
HaMHOTo msrye crpocui Pec.

— He miporrie, — mokavara s rofioBo¥ 1 yJIbIOHYJIach, — BBl Be/Ib BOBCE HE TAKOU CYPOBBIM, KAKUM
XOTUTE Ka3aThbCsl.

— «Bb»? — youBnerHo cipocun Pec, dem ere Oosbiiie yquBwi MeHs. — [lapy MUHYT Ha3ajl Bbl
3BaJIM M€HA Ha «TbD».

CMOPH_H/IB JIO6, A MOIbITajlaCb BCIIOMHUTL U BHOBL Hadajla IIOCMEUBATLCA, IIPUKPbIBAA JIUIO
PYKOW:

— IIpocrtute, noxainyicra. ITo BEIpBAJIOCH ciyvaiiHO. VrpaTe B KOIIMapHyl0 Maruuky okasa-
JIOCh CJIMIIKOM YBJIEKATEJIbHO.
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— B xommapnyio sxeHy 6e3ymHoro mara! — Pec morpsic B Bo3yxe 4YailHOH JIOKEUKOH, BHI3bIBAS
y MEHs1 HOBBIM IMPUCTYII CMEILIKOB. — $I HAIIOMHIO BaM, JIeJIy, YTO BbI TaK U HE COU3BOJIUIIHU MTPOJAEMOH-
CTPUPOBATh TOMY IOHOMY BOPY CBOM CITOCOOHOCTH. BOIOCh, OH MOIyMaJt, 4To BB — TPOCTasi CMEpTHas.

— Bbl tymaeTe, CTOWIIO BBIMTYCTUTH HA HETO MOHCTPOB Xaoca, YTOOBI pa3BesiTh BCE COMHEHUS ..

MBp1 yapIOHYIUCH APYT APYTY. A yIbIOKa Y HEro Kakas-To MOTPSICAONIAs. . .

— Bo umsa Xaoca, Pec, moxainyiicra, yasioaitech rnovarie. Bam o4eHb UIIET, — BHIPBAIOCH Y
MEHS paHblle, YeM $ ycIella 3TO OCTAHOBUT.

— I'neB immniepatopa He MOXKET YacTo yJIbI0OaThCs, — BHOBb HAJIEN CBOIO «MAaCKY» TOTyOOrIa3blii.

— Ho nouemy?

— A xorja s JoJKeH 3To Jenarh? — pe3ko crpocun Pec. — Korna youBao Bo uMst uMriepatopa?
WNnu korna 3amyrusaio BO UMs uMmriepatopa?

41 6picTpo 3aTKHYIack. He clofa s XoTesa HarpaBuUTh HaIry Oecemy. ..

— IIpoctute, — 0TO3BAIACH HETPOMKO.

Kak-1o He BOBpemsi MpHIILIa MBICIIb, UTO Sl TYT B HOYHOM COPOYKE CHUXKY, MPUKPHITAS JIUIITH
JIETKUM XaJIaTUKOM. .. Jla 1 BOOOIIIE. .. TOOOHBIE HOYHBIe TIOCHICIKU — 3TO 332 TPAHUIIAMH JI03BO-
JIEHHOTO BOCIIUTAHHOM JIEJIH. . .

— Bbl HU B yeM He BUHOBAThI, — HEOXKUJIAHHO OTO3BaICs Pec, BOT TONBKO €ro rojioc Bce ele
OBbLT XOJIOfIeH. — BBI MPOCTO 10 CHX MOp He TOHSIN — KTO 5. M 1Mo Kakoi-To MpUYMHE YIIOPHO He
XOTUTE ITOTO MOHUMATh.

— I moHMMar, KTO BHI.

— IIpaBna? — B ynop misiist Ha MeHsl, cripocui Pec.

S npomosryasna. CoObITHSI 3TOM HOUM KaK-TO OBICTPO CTAJIM Ka3aThCsl CHOM WJIH TITYTIOH BBIIYM-
KOH. ..

— Bel He xganm, 4To B JOM IpoOepeTcsi MPOCTOM BOPUINKA, — 3aMETHJIA BCIIyX, KOTJa may3a
3aTSHYJ/IACh.

CtpaHHO, 4TO IMEHHO 3TO HEOKUIAHHOE IMPOUCIIIECTBUE MMOKa3ajo MHe HacTostiero Peca. He
CIIyTy UMIIEpaTopa, He TPO3y BCceX MPECTYNMUBIIUX 3aKOH. .. [IpocTo My xuuHy.

[Nomymag 00 3TOM, s BCIIOMHIJIA OTBET rOyOO0I71a30ro Ha MO¥M BOIIPOC — TOT CAMBIH, UTO 3aCTa-
BUJT MEHST 00ECTIOKOUThCH.

— W BBl 3aimuTuiiu 1om ot maros. [Touemy?

— YV MeHs 1OCTaTOYHO BparoB, 4TOObI BOUTH ceOe B MPUBBIYKY — CTABUTH 3alIUTy HA MECTO,
i€ 51 OCTaHABJIMBAIOCh.

— [purnamenue. Bol ckazanu npo npuriaiieHe, — He CaBasiCh, MPUIIOMHUJIA 51, — & 9TO YKe
HE MpocTasi 3alluTa. . .

— Jleon 3arien B 0cOOHSIK O3 MOETro BeIOMa M CMOT C/IeIaTh 3TO JIMIIb TOTOMY, YTO TIOCTyYas
B JIBEPb U JOKJAJICS pa3pellieHusi BOUTH BHYTPb.

Bce Tak, HO 3T0 He TO... He 00 3TOM s TOBOPIO. . .

— A 4TO HacyeT «IPOCTOro YejoBeKa» ? — MOUyBCTBOBAB a3apT OT ITOW CTPAHHOU UTPhI, BhIAAJIA
s1. — Bl oTBeTUIM «Kak BapuaHT»! HO KTO MOXET MPOHUKHYTh B MOHM JIOM, €CJIM 3TO HE Mar U He
YyeJioBeK ?

Horanka o3apuia Moe co3HaHue ObicTpo. 1 GecriomaiHo. . .

— Xaoc Bcex noxpu! — 51 3aKkpspiia poT J1aJJOHBIO.

Pec momyast, HanpsikeHHO IS HA MEHS.

Ad...

— TBapu Xaoca. ['onemsl. [TonykpoBkH, — nepeuricimia Tuxo. — Bel He ce0s 3ammiiaere, na?..
Bbi... Mens 3amminaere?..

— Jlenu Kaiiput, CBOMM 3aCTYITHUYECTBOM BBl HAaBJIEKJIM Ha ceOst MHOro BparoB. CiyinaHve B
KOHIIe Hefem. Most 3aja4a — 9ToObI BbI ITPUIIUIA HAa HETO TeJION ¥ HEBPEAUMOM.
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51 onATh 3aKphUIA POT — HA 3TOT pa3 IByMs pyKaMu. B Kakylo aBaHTIOpY BTSIHYJI MEHS HAC/Ie -
HUK?!

— MHe oueHb kaJib, — cyxo npousHec Pec.

— Xanp? — yepe3 HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl OTO3BAIACH 1.

— Y MeHs AelCTBUTEILHO MHOT'O BparoB. Jlymaro, 3T0 HETPYJHO MOHSTh, YUUTbIBas, II€ 5 Ipo-
BeJI MOCJIEIHHAE JECATH JIeT, — 3aMeTu1 ['HeB imnepatopa.

— Bbl Mo Obl TIpelynipeinTh MeHsl, — CKa3asa st HeTPOMKO, TJIsIIsl Ha CBOU JIAJIOHU Ha CTOJIe. —
3auem Hyx)eH ObLIT 9TOT CIIEKTaKJIb ¢ 00yueHuem?

— Bam zeiicTBUTENIEHO HEOOXOIUMO YUUTHCS UCTIONB30BaTh CBOIO cHITy. M 51 B TaHHOM Cityvae
— Balll €IMHCTBEHHbI BapUaHT.

4.

Ho norosapuBars He crana. [logHsnack, 3araxHysa IJIOTHEE XajiaT U MoluIa U3 KyXHH.

— Kaiipur, nopoxaute. — Pec He0XUIaHHO BBIPOC PSAZIOM CO MHOM, IIperpax/jiasi yTh K JBEPU. —
Sl mpoiily nmporeHus, 4To cpasy Bce He cKaszall. ..

Sl xuBHya. XOTs OT €ro U3BMHEHWI celuyac — HU XOJIOJHO HU XapKo. MeHs Terepb XOTSAT
yOUTb BCE MPOTUBHUKHU MMIIEPATOPCKOM BJIACTH... A WX 0e3 MaJIOr0 COPOK MPOLIEHTOB HACEIEHUS.
1 ObiBasa B OETHBIX KBapTadax U 3HAI0 00 3TOM He IMOHACIIBIIIIKE.

— Kaiipur, s cMory Bac 3alllUTHTh, — CIIOKOWHO, CJIOBHO PeOCeHKY MOsiCHsIs, mpousHec Pec.

— He comHueBatoch, — oTo3Basach s 0e3 SMOLMEI U T00aBUIA U3 KAKOW-TO 3JI0M BPEIHOCTH: —
W, noxanyiicta, 1edu Kaiiput. Bamn xo35MH OueHb XOTesl, YTOOBI 51 BHOBb CTajla JOYEPhIO JIOpA.
OOparmaiitech KO MHE COOTBETCTBEHHO.

W 4 Bbiia, ocrasias ['Hes imneparopa B O1MHOYECTBE.

[TpotueHO. U ropeko. S Tak xoTena OpITh CBOOOTHOM OT CBOEH CYbOBI, OT ITOTO JIOMa, OT BCEX
9TUX TOPSJIKOB, OT KOTO-JIMOO, TOJIaraBIIero, 4YTo MOXET YIpaBsTh MHOH... U B UTOTe IoMajia B
Xy/IIyI0 U3 JIOByIeK. Tenepb s1 He MpocTo oOs3aHa ObITh Jieau, TiaBor pona Ia’Bappo. Teneps s
00s13aHa 10 KOHIIA KU3HH CIYKUTh UMIIEPATOpy, JJIs1 KOTOPOrO MOsI )KU3Hb — HMUTO, NIBUTMHKA Ha
U/IeaIbHO BBIYMIIEHHOM ofieke. M He mpocTo MoToMy, UTO Ha MHE KJIeiIMO sHepromara! A noromy,
YTO TOJIBKO UMIIEPATOP TETEPb M CMOXKET 3AILMTUTh MEHS OT BCEX CBOMX BparoB.

Bonbiie HukTo B CpeauMupbe MogoOHOM CHIION He 00naiaeT.

OkazaBIuch nepej CBOel CriajibHe, sl TOYyBCTBOBAJIA Uy:KO€ MTPUCYTCTBUE 3a CITUHOM.

— 4 mory uto-10 cenath s Bac? — ['onoc Peca ObLT Bce Tak ke CyX, HO s yrajgaua B ero
MHTOHALIMSIX HOTKY BHHBI.

Tenepb noHATHO, moyeMy I'perop Tak xotes, 4ToOb Mbl TOMUPWITUCE. M TOUEMY OH MpeIOK T
(6e3 mpaBa Ha 0TKa3) padorark BMecTe ¢ ['HeBom Mmriepatopa.

CmMemHo, 4To y MeHs Aaxe Jpyrux BapuaHToB HeT. Pa3Be uTto padoTtarsh BMecTe ¢ camuM [ pe-
ropowm, yracu Xaoc. ToJbKo 3Tv 1BOe (He YIIOMUHAS CAMOTO UMITIEpAToOpa) CIIOCOOHBI 3aIIUTUTh MEHS
Y MOIO KU3Hb.

W camoe 3a0aBHOE: Tenepb MOHATHA U (ppa3za HACIEAHUKA O TOM, YTO OH He TPUBBIK pa3Opa-
ChIBaThCs1 LIEHHBIM MaTepuasioMm. .. JlelictButenbHo. bes nognep:xku Peca st oueHb ObICTPO OKaXyCh B
3eMJIe — IJie-TO MPUOM3UTENIFHO Ha YPOBHE JBYX METPOB MO/ Helo... Tak 4yTo BAPUAHTOB Ha CaMOM
nene He Ba, a Tpu. OTKa3aThes OT MpeIOKEHNUS HACNIeTHUKA U ObITh youToi ['HeBom MmMriepatopa
B OfIHY M3 0e33Be37HbIX Houel. OTKa3aTbCs OT MPeJIOKEeHUsT HACIeTHUKA U ObITh YOMTON KeM-TO
13 3arOBOPIIMKOB (YBepeHa, MeHsl yOusm Obl ellie 10 Cy/a, Jake pellu sl He UATH Ha Hero). U corna-
CUTHCSI Ha MPEJIOKEHUE HACTIEIHUKA M KUTh JJOJITO M HecUacTIMBO. Vi cHocHO. CMOTpsI Kak ObICTPO
s CBBIKHYCh C POJIBIO IEBOYKH HA MOOETYIIIKAX.

Tak 4TO X MOXeT MpeyIokUTh MHE Pec B Takoil cutryaru?.. O 4em s Mory NornpocuThb, Y4u-
TBIBASI €TO «IIEAPOe» MpeIoKeHe?

B koHIIe KOHIIOB, OH TpejJIaraeT MUp — U He pa3 ero npeaiarai. Emie aeHs Ha3ag OH roBopuil
O TOM, YTO HaM MPHUJIETCSI MHOTO OOIIAThCsl B OnmKkaidiiieM OyayIeM. . .
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51 pazBepHynach Kk MyxuuHe. CBET OT CBeUM MO3BOJII 3aIJISIHYTh B €ro IJia3a.

— Ecnu BB He poTUB, s IpuOepery Bailie peioxkeHre IIOMOIIIHU JI0 CeAYIoIIero pasa, — mpo-
M3HECa HerPOMKO, JTIOOYSCh UT'POH IJIAMEHH, OTpakalolleics Ha ero Jinie, Kak BCerja JUIIeHHOM
SMOIIUH.

— Bsl yBepeHsI? — nouemy-To niepecrpocui Pec.

JlioGoreITHO, a ckaxu s eMy «OBJajeil MHOU MpsSIMO ceituac!» 1 pacrnaxHu rnepej HUM JBepb
CMaJIbHU — KakK Obl OH OTpearupoBa’..

— CnokortHo# Houu, rocriognH ['HeB Mmiepatopa, — THXO OTO3BJIACh 51 M CKPBLIACH 3 IBEPHIO
CBOEM CHaJIbHMU.
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I'naBa 4. 3a cjioBa Hy’KHO 0TBe4aTh

YT1po no6peiM He ObiBaeT. OcOOEHHO Korjia K TeOe MPUXOAAT COBETHUKH MO JieslaM Hacleno-
BaHUA. ..

LenbIx MATh NPOKJIATBHIX YacOB g 00CYy:KAana ¢ MyIpbiMu MykaMu CpeiuMupbs, Kak 0003Ha-
YUTh IPUYMHY, IO KOTOPON OCOOHSK NEPEXOAUT MHE, He MCHOJIb3Ys CJIOB «MOsSI MaTh — Bpar MMIlepa-
TOpa». ITO KAKOW-TO KOIIMAp, 3aCTyKUBAIOIINI OTAEIBHOIO MECTa B MUpe Xaoca, [IOTOMY UTO Aaxe
MOHCTPBHI TETIEPb HE MYTaloT MEHs TaK, KAK BOIPOCHI HACJIEOBAHUS Y IPUHATHS TUTYJIA ITIaBbl POAA.

B utore Gnmike K KOHITY JHSI 51 TOTOBa Oblila BHIPBATHCS M3 IOMa Ky/la YTOJHO, JIUIIIb Obl CMEHHTb
0OCTaHOBKY U OTJOXHYTb OT CBOEW «HOBOIIPHOOPETEHHON» COOCTBEHHOCTH. Pec TaKTHYHO UrHOpH-
pOBaJ Hallle MHOIO4aCOBOE COBEILLIAHKE, TIOTOMY CTaJl IIEPBbIM, HA KOTO $ 3aXOTeJla BBI3BEPUTHCS, —
0COOEHHO TIOCIe TOro, Kak BCIIOMHIJIA IOAPOOHOCTY BUEpaIlIHEel HOYH.

I1nan npuien B rojoBy MOJIHUEHOCHO.

— Pec, Bbl IOMHMTE, KaK MTpeyIarajiv MHE IIOMOILb TOM HOYBIO? — CIIPOCHJIA 4, €Ba HE Nofipa-
T'MBasi OT NIPEJBKYILIECHUS.

— DTO CJI0XKHO 3a0bITh, — POBHO IIPOU3HEC IOIyOOrIa3blil, 1 HU OIUH MYCKYJI Ha €ro JIMLE He
nepHyJcs. Kamens.

— 4] npomy y Bac pa3pelieHue Ha MOCEIEHNE aKaJEMUAN! — BeIAJIWIIA f1.

Barisi, KOTOphIM MeHs1 BO3HAr paiiiv, MOT Obl pa3BeCcesUTh. .. He Oy/b 5 Ha Ipeziene.

— 4] npennaran BaM. .. unyro IOMOILB, — 3aMeTWI1 Pec nocie Jonroro noucka oTeera.

—Kaky1o, ecn 6p1Th TOUHBIM? UTOOBI 5 3HaJIA, HA YTO PACCUMTHIBATD, — SI3BUTEILHO OTO3BANIACH
s1, IOAHSIB OPOBHU.

— 3auyem BaM IOCeIaTh akaJIeEMHIO ? — TPOMTHOPUPOBAB MOU BOIIPOC, B CBOIO OYEPEb CIIPOCHII
I'neB Mmneparopa.

— MHe mioxo, 51 pa3ouTa, 5 y3Haja, YTO MeHs IJIaHUPYIOT yOUTh, Y MEHS HET HUKOIo U3 OJIn3-
KHMX pAJOM, MOSI MaTh B TIOPbME HEU3BECTHO IOJl KAKUM IOIO3PEHUEM, MO OTELl YMEDP, CECTEp U
OpaTbheB HET — Bbl MpejylaraeTe MHe oOLIAThCs C MPUCTYTOM?.. — BhIBAJIMJIA HA HETO MOTOK CBOEro
HETO/IOBAHUS.

— BbI MOXeTe mooOIaThCcsi CO MHOM.

—Ilpu BceM yBaXeHHH, — s TOYTUTEIBHO CKJIOHHJIA TOJIOBY, 3aTEM IO/IHSIA Ha HEro 4y Th Oosee
XOJIOHBINA B3IJISI, — MbI HE HACTOJIBKO OJTM3KH.

— U KTO M3 PecTyIMHUKOB, YTO B JAaHHBIA MOMEHT OKMAAIOT PEIeHHsI CBOEH CyIbOBI, HAXOSCh
IO/l ApECTOM BHYTPU CTEH CaMOW 3aIMILEHHON M3 aKaAeMHii, OJIM30K C BaMU HACTOJIBKO, YTO BbI
TOTOBBI U3JIUTh EMY yIy? — yIUBUTEIBHO CIIOKOMHO yTOYHUI Pec.

— Bce miecrepo, ecm ObITh TOYHOM, — HE TEpsISICh TIOJ €ro B3MJIS0OM, OTBETHJIA 5, yMaTIMBasi,
YTO OJIM3HEIBI COeXaIU U3 STOH «CaMOU 3allUIIEHHON 13 akajeMuii». — K clioBy, «0kHIaIoT peliie-
HUS» — 9TO HOBas 711 MeHs MH(popmanusa. HackonbKo S IOMHIO, MBI € €70 BEJTMYECTBOM JOTOBapH-
BaJIMCh, YTO UX MIOMWIYIOT.

— Bormpoc pemaercs, — kopoTko nosropuii Pec. Ha Mot Heroayiomui B3I OH MOSICHAT YETKO
¥ ¢ paccTaHOBKO#: — OMH U3 HUX yOWII cBOero oTua. [{jis noMuinoBanus B ofloOHOM citydae HeoO-
XOOUMO UMETh OYE€Hb BECOMBIN apIyMEHT.

— Barma cBo0oz1a — 3T0 He BECOMBII apryMeHT? — CJIOKUB PYKU Ha IPyAHd, CIIPOCHIIA f1.

Hexkoropoe Bpems Pec momuai, misaas Ha MeHs. Monmvaia v 4. A 4T10 ele octaBajioch Aenarhb? !

— 41 paro BamM HECKOJIBKO 4acoB 10 yxkuHa. [loctapaiitech He CBETUTBCS CBOMM IIPUCYTCTBUEM
Cpely OCTaJIbHBIX aJenToB. byapTe Tobko B YepHOil OalliHe, — CI0BHO OTJaBasi KOMaH/Ibl, COOOIIII
I'neB Mimnepatopa, a st 6e33ByYHO BBIIOXHYJIA, CTAPasiCh CKPBITh, KAKOE UCTHIThIBaIO oOsteryenue. 1
Kakylo 0J1aroqapHoCTb. . .
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Bo BHyTpeHHeM nBOpe ocoOHsiKa Pec 0e3 c0B OTKpPBUI MPOXOJ HA TEPPUTOPHUIO aKaJIeMUU.
Koropas «camas 3amuiieHHas», ara.

Hy uro x! 3npasctByil, lapkctoyH! Kaxercs, s1 IelCTBUTENIBHO CKyYaa. ..

Sl cTynuna B TpenyHy B IPOCTpaHCTBE. Pe3kuii ppIBOK — CIIOBHO MOITHBIM yparaHHbIM BETPOM
MEHsI CHECJIO B CTOPOHY OT ITyHKTa HazHaueHus... CMa3anach rpaHb PEaIbHOCTH. .. 3aMelIeHre, 1
s TIOUYBCTBOBAJIAa HOBYIO TOUKY Iepexosia. Y:ke roToBa ObUla BHITH B «3/1€Ch U celvac», Kak MEHs
BHOBb CHEcJIO. .. [IBoiiHas cMeHa Touku Bbixoza?! §l He ycnesna 3agymarbcs Hajl TUM: BHYTPEHHOCTU
CIKAJIMCh OT CJIO)KHOCTH TPAEKTOPUH, U BOT MEHSI BLIOPOCHIIO. . .

A Kyna MeHsi BHIOpocHIIo?..

OcMOTpeBIIUCh, s OOHApYXMIa ceOsl B TYMHUKE OJHOW U3 Y3KHX YJIOUEK CO CTapbIMHU JOMaMHU
— Cyls TIO0 apxXUTEKType, sIBHO MPUHAJIEKABIIMX padoveMy cOocIoBUIO. Briepeau cyetuscs Hapon,
CHOBAJ TyJa-Clofia, 3aHUMasiCh CBOMMHU JIeJIaMHU U He o0paliasi BHUMaHHs Ha COTHYBILYIOCSI OT 00u
B JKMBOTE MEHS. .. §1 BHIPSIMUIIACh, TUXO PaaysiCh, UTO KMBOT HE ObLI MOJHBIM, U C/IE/AJIA HECKOJIBKO
I11ar0OB B CTOPOHY OKHMBJIEHHOH YacTH 3TOro paiioHa. YTo-To Ka3aaoch CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIM, HO sl HUKAK
HE MOIJIa IOHSAITh — YTO UMeHHO? Bornpoc, kKak MeHst BooOI1e 3a0pOCHI0 MMEHHO B 3TOT TYIHK, OCTa-
BaJicsi Oe3 OTBeTa, HO BPsiA JIM Pec 3axX0Tes1 OTOMCTUTh 32 MOIO XOJIOIHOCTh Y BBIKMHYJT MEHsI HEH3-
BECTHO Kyna. Het, 3To MecTo 4To-TO SIBHO MHE HAIIOMUHAET. . .

Sl noBepHyaach Ha3al, TSI Ha TOUKY BBIXOZA MOCIIEJHEro repexoa 1ehOpMHUPOBAHHOTO TTOP-
Taja.

W, MennieHHO NOHSB TOJIOBY, Y3HaJIa BBICOKYIO orpaay akagemuu dapkcroyH. [ agmu-
HUCTPATUBHOTO KOpITyca YCTPeMJISUTUCh B HeOO, HaBeBasi BOCIIOMUHAHUS O HEJJaBHEH MOpe MOEro
00y4JeHusI.

MeHs1 BBIHECIO B CTOJIUILY PSIIOM C akajgemuen?!

Ho uto ciyunioch ¢ uaeanbHbIM niepexonom, co3aanHeiM ['HeBom Mmniepatopa? OH mpocto
HE MOT OIIMOUTHLCS U BBITYCTUTh MEHSI HE TaM, I7ie 51 JOJDKHA Oblla OKa3arhbesi. Ha Tepputopuu niepes
UYepHoi OarHeir. OHAKO BOT OHa 1, CTOIO B MPOYJIKE U MOHATHS HE UMEI0, KaK Terepb MOonacThb B
obuTenb 3HAHUN — HEe B BOpOTa ke crydars! [loprassl 51 co3gaBarh HE yMelo, J€HEr Ha SKUIaK C
co00ii, eCTECTBEHHO, He B3s1J1a, HUKAKHMX JOKyMEHTOB, TIOATBEP K TAIOIINX MOIO IMYHOCTh, B KAPMaHaX
He umelo. M, HakoHelr, riaBHast mpoOieMa: MeHs BOoOIIle He IOJKHO ObITh 371ech! HUKTO He TokeH
3HaTh O MOeM Bu3uTe B JlapkcToyH!

B Tom uucne — Bparu umneparopal!

Xaoc Bcex noxpu!!!

Kaxkoro gemona? Yto npoucxoaut? Kto cOMI TOUKy nepexona B MmopTajie CUIbHEUIIero SHep-
romara? M Kak KTO-TO BOOOIIE MOT JOTaJaThCsi, YTO s 3aX04y MOCETUTh YepHyI0 OAIHI0O MMEHHO
CETOJIHsI, YYUTHIBASI, YTO 51 caMa 00 ITOM He 3HaJIa ellle Jac Hazan?!

Bort yx rae TynukoBasi CUTyaIusl. . .

Sl moponia K yrimy OnvpKaiInero [oMa Ha YIuie, Beylield K BOpoTaM akaJeMuH, ¥ IPUCIIOHHU-
JIach CIIMHOM K cteHe. Yto nenath? Bonpoc HacymHbiiA. [TotomMy 4TO 10 0OCOOHSKA 1 HA CBOMX JBOUX
n00epych TOJIBKO K HOUM. Pec He cMOKeT MrHOBEHHO OTBICKAaTh MEHSI: TUIaThe Ha MHE — a0COJIOTHO
HOBOE, W TONyOOrIasblii MPOCTO HE MMeENl BO3MOKHOCTH TOBECUTh Ha HEro Kakoe-JIMOO OXpaHHOe
3aKJIATHE WM MasTuOK.

— He mymaio, uto 310 Bo3MoxHO. CKOpee BCero 1o JeJ0 pyk...

MBb1 ¢ MUKO# 3aCTBUTH JIUIIOM K JIMITY, YIUTHIBAS, YTO 5 CTOsUIA HA YIIIy IOMa CO CTOPOHBI TEM-
HOT'O TIPOYJIKa, a OH IIeJT OJMke BeeX K CTeHe, ejBa He Kacasich ee IJIeY0M, CO CTOPOHBI OKMBJIEHHOM
ynuipl. Bivke Bcex — U3 JiereH1apHO YeTBEPKHU JIyUIluX aaenToB JJapkCTOyH, BHIBEPHYBIIEH U3-3a
3TOro caMoro yria. «4ersepku» — noromy uto Jleona cpeau 4epHopOPMEHHBIX HE ObLIO. ..

O, 3T0 cTOWJIO 3areyvaTyieTh Ha KapTUHE, KOTOpasi — MacJIOM.

— Jlenu KaiipuT, — HakOHeIT BBIIABUIT U3 ceOst TOOpOoKeIaTeIbHYIO YIIBIOKY MpejiceaTelb COBETa
aJIeTITOB.
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— Muxasinb, — pactsiHyaa s ryObl B He MEHee NCKpEeHHe! YJIbIOKe.

— Yo BHI 371€Ch. .. 3a0bUIH, JIeAu? — MPOJOIKast 00paIaThcsi KO MHE O(UITUATIBHO, CIIPOCHIT
Muka, fienast akIeHT Ha TOM, 4To s Oojiee He ajienTka JlapK-CTOyH.

— Tor ke BoIpoc xouy 3a/1aTh BaM, — IapupoBaia s1. — HackoJibko OMHI0, aJerntam 3anperieHo
MOKUAATh CTEHBI aKaJIEMUU TTOCTIE HEIABHUX COOBITHIA.

A cama ¢ JIeTKMM YKacoM IOKOCHUJIaCh Ha TPOMUITY, YTO CTOsLT TIOO/AJb B OKPYXKEHUH OJIOH-
AWHKY U KPACHOBOJIOCOH JIEBUIIBI M HAOMIONAJT 32 HAIIIMM Pa3rOBOPOM. Xaoc, a OH peaibHO OOJIbIION !
Bo3morkHo, gaxe Oonbiie I'pora. KOpoTkuii €KMK YepHBIX BOJIOC HA TOJIOBE BKYIIE C IPHUIILYPEHHBIM
B3MJISIOM IIENIKKX TJ1a3 JIeJIaJl ero MOXOKUM Ha OaHauTa. .. Yelt 310 BooOine oTipbick?! OH He MOX0X
Ha CblHa JIOpJA.

— Jlymaio, MbI HaiiieM NOJIE3HBIM MOMTH Ha B3aUMHYIO YCTYIIKY U He COOOIIATh O HaIllel BCTpeue
KOMY-JHOO. .. TIOCTOPOHHEMY, — MATKO TIOCTeNIi MuKa, a y MeHs1 OpOBb IOIOMI3/1a HABEPX.

Onu peanbHO roToBbl AoBeputhcsi MHe? MHE?! Kotopyio rHOOMIM elje HECKOJbKO AHEH
Hazana?

— A g aymaio, 4TO Mbl pa3oiJeMcs C MUPOM, €CJIM Bbl IPOBOJUTE MEHS HA TEPPUTOPHUIO aKa-
JEMUH. .. HE3aMETHO, — Pl s OOHATJIETh.

— IIpoBectu HezameTHO OyneT TpyAHO, — ellle mupe yabioHyIca Muka. — [la u k yeMy Bam
a10?.. Heyxemu y sienu, cTonb OJM3KOW K UMIIEPATOPY U €r0 CeMbe, MOTYT ObITh TallHBI OT CBOMX
Onarozereneii?..

Mep3Kkuii e Thl YeJIOBeK, OJTIOHAUMHYKK !

— Kak s He cnpammBaio, 4To BaM MOHAJ00MIOCh 3A CTEHAMM aKaJIeMUH, TaK U Bbl HE UHTEpe-
CyiTech, oYeMy s TaK XOUY B Hee IMOoIacTh, — XOIOAHO YIBIOHYNIACH S, VIS eMy B IJiasa.

OH ObUT IpaB, KOTJa CKasall, 4To s Tereph OJIM3Ka K MMIIepaTopy U ero cemMbe. bim3ka B psiMom
cMbiciie. Most KHU3Hb B pyKax HacjeAHuKa. Tak 4yTo maHTakupoBaTh MeHs — cede nopoxe. [1pore
[IOMOYb.

Kaxercsi, 1 OIOHAMH MOHSLT 3TO, pa3misabiBasi Moe Juio. Kak MHE HEeBBHITOJHO MOJCTaBISAThH
Peca (Begb OH pUHUMAN pelieHre B 00X0l MHEHUsI HACIeAHUKA), TaK ¥ MHUXa3JTi0 HEBBHITOHO 00b-
SICHATb PEKTOPY, UTO JIyUIIMH YYEHUK aKaJleMHH — B KOMIIAHUM CBOMX HE MEHee JIyUIlIUX JIpy3ei —
3a0bUT HA YJIUIIAX CTOJIMIIBL.

— Xopo1o, Mbl ITPOBE/IEM BaCc BHYTpPb, — HAKOHEI| KUBHYJ OH. — Kyaa umMeHHo seau kenaer
TOTacTh?

— B Yepnyio OarHio.

— Hy xoneuno. Yepnas Oaiss, — BHOBb IIMPOKO YJIBIOHYJICSI MHKa ¥ TIOTpaBUJI OYKH Ha riepe-
Hocuie. — [Ipomy! — OH npoTsHy/1 pyKy Bliepes, npejasarasi IpUCOeJUHUTHCS K MX KOMITAaHUU. —
Keiit?..

Ha Moux muteyax mosiBuIach yepHasti HAKMKA, CKPbIBIIAsI MO COOOM TIaThe.

KpacHoBonocas neBuiia 4yTh CKpUBWIACH (TIOXOXkE, M3-32 TOTO, YTO UMEHHO € IMPHIILJIOCh
OTIaTh MHE IUIAlll), HO HUYEro He ckas3aja. JIMimb nojasblie orounuia OT MeHs, Jejas BUI, YTO He
MpUOIMKANIACh HECKOIBKO CEKYH/I Ha3al.

Tak, cron. KpacHoBosocasi?!

— DM... KaxKeTcs, y TBOSH MOAPYKKU paHbIlle ObLIA YEPHBIE BOJIOCHL. .. — 3aMETHJIa s BIIOJITO-
JI0ca, 4yTh HAKJIOHMBIIMCH K Muxasiio.

— Ee Bonockl cTaHOBATCS KpaCHBIMU, KOIZIa OHA MCIIOJB3YET CBOIO CHITy Ha MOJIHYIO Molb. OHa
— Mar OrHSl.

«Mar orusi», — Ipou3Heca s MbICJIEHHO OJHOBPEMEHHO C HUM.

— [epen BammM nosiBJieHWEM B aKaJieMUH y HAC OblJIa IIPAaKTHKA, TIO3TOMY, KOT/ja BbI IIEPeCTy-
JTH TIopor JJapKCTOyH, ee BOIOCH! ObLM KpacHBIMU. [10TOM OHM 0Opesvi MPUBBIYHBINA YepHbIN 1IBET.

«A ceityac?» — xoTena CpoCUTh 51, HO BOBPEMS 0ceKJach. Mbl JOTOBOPUJIMCH HE BBICIPAILIU-
BaTh JIPYT y Jpyra NogpoOHOCTel MOSBICHUS Niepe]] CTeHAMU aKaJeMuH. . .
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— 70 Takas MpUPOIHast OCOOEHHOCTh?

— Her, 310 Azienb. — Muka KuBHYJT Ha OJIOHIUHKY, HIYIIYIO PSIIOM C He3aBUCUMBIM BHIOM. —
OHna y Hac Mactep 1o 3ebsiM. OIHaKO BCE MbI C YEro-TO HAUUHAJIH. . .

SI mocrapanack He pearnpoBath. Ho BooOIIe — cMenHo. MuKa HHOTra ObIBAET CMEIITHBIM. . .

A ernie, pa3 6;JI0HIM TaK HAKOCSIUMIIA M OCTasach xkuBa (a o Keit cpasy BUAHO, UTO OHA B IONTY
HE OCTaeTCsl HUKOT/Ia), OHU C HEl JOJKHBI OBITh OOJBIIIMMHU MOIPYTaMHu.

Hey:xenu B 3TMX 3aHOCUMBBIX MTPECTABUTENISIX SUTHI €CTh YTO-TO YEJIOBEUYECKOE?..

— Aniens? — Mka mocMoTpest Ha OJIOHMHKY, Y Ta KUBHYJIA, TIOCJIe Yero MpeaceaaTesib aernToB
nepesest B3MJIs]] Ha MeHs: — Hac BcrpersrT.

S mouyBCcTBOBasA, Kak BOHAsA Marusi AJiejib HA MTHOBEHHUE BCKOJIBIXHYJIaCh BO BpEMsl Hallen
nporyiaky. Heyxenu oHa KakuM-To 06pa3oMm repenaeT MociaHue Yepes. .. a Yepe3 4To OHa MepeiaeTt
nocnanue?..

" komy?

Bropoii Bonpoc otman cam co0oi, Koraa BOpota HaM OTKpbLUT JIeOH cOOCTBEHHOM MepCOHOM.

— BeicTpee, 3amuTa yxe CKpunut ot HatspkeHusi! — [luneHne HeKpoMaHTa, ToKa Mbl poou-
pajvch BHYTPb Uepe3 Y3KYIo e, peasibHO MeHsI Haryrasio. He HamopBasicst Obl MaJIbuMK !

Korza Bce okazanuchk 1o Ipyryio CTOpoHy Bpar, JIeOH cMaxHyJ1 MOT €O J10a U C JIETKUM MTPeBOC-
XOZICTBOM TMIOCMOTPEJT HA METAUTMYECKYIO Orpaay. A OMOHIUHKA AJIeJh C BOCXMIIIEHHEM MOCMOTpera
Ha JleoHa.

K cnoBy, Jierkoe BOCXHMILIEHHE YUTAIOCHh HA JIMIIAX BCeX YepHO(OPMEHHBIX, HO OJIOHAWHUCTAS
(bes BbIIENSIIACH HA UX (POHE HEOAHOZHAYHOCTBIO CBOMX SMOLMIL.

Onu BcTpevatorcs?..

— ThI B3710MaJT 3aIUTY ASAU, — CIIOKOWHO 3amMeTis1 MuKa.

— He B3noman. Crnierka pactsinyin. C TOHKMM CJI0eM Ipoliie padoTaTh — €ro MOKHO OOMaHyTh, —
10-71e710BoMy OoTBeTHJ1 JIeoH u ycraBuiics Ha MeHs: — Kaiiput?.. Yto Tel fenaens 3aech?!

Ero ynuBienne MoxHO ObUIO TOHATH. OH B Kypce, UTo 1 IUIEHHUIA B COOCTBEHHOM JI0Me (XOTh
Y YIOPHO JieJlal BUJI, 4TO 3TO HE TaK, B HAIILy TIOCJIE/IHIO BCTPEUY).

—I'me Pec?

— IoHsATHSA HE uMelo, — pellInya He CoaBaTh CBOETO COI03HMKA, — 5 3/1eChb MHKOTHUTO. Tak 4Tto
rocrapaiicst He mpoOonTarbcsi 00 3TOM B MPUCYTCTBUM | peropa i CBOero Jsiu.

— IIpoGonTatbes?.. — JIeoH HAXMYPHIICS, SIBHO HE MIOHUMAas], YTO TIPOUCXOIUT.

— M1 3akmouniy cornamienue ¢ aeau Kapur, 4yto oHa He OyeT pacipOCTPaHSIThCS O HAIMX
MPOTYJIKaxX 3a CTeHAMM aKaJeMUH, a Mbl OyaeM MoilvaTh o ee Busute B YepHylo OamH0. — Muka
TIOJIOKMJI PYKY Ha ruiedo JleoHa.

— Tbl MOHMMaEIIIb, YTO OH C TOOOU C/IENIAET, €CIU Y3HAET? — TUXUM, OMTACHBIM FOJIOCOM CITPOCHIT
HEKPOMAHT, VI Ha MEHs OYeHb CTpaHHo. Jlaxe riia3a moTeMHeu.

3710 OH 0 KOM?..

— OH He MOCMOTPUT Ha TO, UTO THI — JIEBYIIIKA, — TPOAOIIKAI JIeOH, coBepIlIeHHO cOMBast MEeHsI
C TOJIKY.

A 3arem 10 MEeHA JIOILIO.

— To1 0 Pece roBopuiiis?..

— JleoH, Mbl noitiemM. — MuKa KMBHYJI B CTOPOHY HX KOPITyca, HEIVIACHO Ipejyiaras OCTaJIbHbIM
pUcoeUHUTbCA. — CKOPO 3aKOHUMTCS JIEKIMS, U HAllle OTCYTCTBUE 3aMeTAT. Kak u npucyrcTBue
y BOPOT aKaJieMuH.

[Tpucoeauuunnuce K npeaceaaTesio aenTos Bee, kpome Azenb. OJHAKO, 3aMETUB, YTO HEKPO-
MaHT He oOpalaeT Ha HUX HUKaKOro BHUMAaHUs, MOJTHOCTBIO COCPEAOTOUYMBIINCH HA MHE, OHA BCE Ke
yIlUIa, OCTaBJIssl HAC HAEUHE.

— Tbl MOHUMaEIIb, YTO TBOPHUILL? — HU3KUM, AOCENIe HE3HAKOMBIM I'OJIOCOM Tpopbryait JIeoH,
MO/IXO/s1 KO MHE BIUIOTHYIO.
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— OH MeHs1 He TPOHET, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUJIA £1.

— Ia? C yero Tbl B3si71a? — SI3BUTENILHO OCBEIOMMWIICS JIEOH, MHTOHAIIMYA KOTOPOTO SICHO JIaBaJI
TMIOHSITH: OH 3HAET O CBOEM POJICTBEHHUKE HEUTO, Yero He 3HaIo 1.

W 310 «HEUTO» MOXET MHE OUY€Hb HE TOHPABHUTHCS. . .

Bor TosbKko nepeskuBath He 0 yeM: Pec cam OTKpBUT [1Is1 MEHS TIPOXOJ1 Ha TEPPUTOPHIO aKajie-
MUHU.

51 ocekia ceOs1 B CBOMX ke COOCTBEHHBIX MBICTISIX. [lepexuBath He 0 uem?.. To ecThb 5 1ojico3Ha-
TEJILHO MpHUCBanBalo Pecy Ty cTeneHb 0MmacHOCTH, O KOTOpPOW cervac npenynpexaaet mens Jleon?..
Ho nouemy s 310 nenaio?..

W TyT BCIIOMHWIHCH CJIOBa TOTYOOINIA30r0 TEIOXpaHUTENsT umrepaTopa: «Bbel HM B yem He
BMHOBATHL. BBI MPOCTO /10 CHUX TOp HE MOHSUIM — KTO 5. M 10 KaKoH-TO MPUUYMHE HE XOTUTE ITOrO
IIOHUMATb».

[Toxoxe, nefictButesibHO — He xouy. He xoTtena. HecMOTps Ha «Teruiblil prueM» B HAIIly MepBYIO
BCTpeUy B pEasIbHOCTH. . .

— OH MeHs He TPOHET, — OBTOPHJIA 51 CIOKOWHO.

Cepaue cTyyano poBHO.

Kakas MHe, B cylITHOCTH, pa3HUIIa, HACKOJIBKO kecToK Pec?

Sl Haiimy croco® BHIOPATHCS M3 CIOKMBIIETOCs TIOJIOKEHUs, I CMOTY OTBICKATh MHOMW IMyTh —
KOTOpBIY He OyJeT CBSI3aH C MOKU3HEHHBIM CITy’KEHUEM €r0 UMITEPATOPCKOMY BEJTMUECTBY U C TIOKH3-
HEHHBIM COTpyAHUYecTBOM ¢ ['HeBoM MMrieparopa. A [yist TOr0 MHE HYXKHO CIeNaTh HEUYTO OOJb-
11ee, yeM OCBOOOXKIEHUE TEJIOX PAHUTEISI BIAJIBIKU U3 IECSITUIIETHErO 3aToueHus1. Tenepp s MoHsia
3TO YETKO.

MHe HyxkeH 1uiaH. MHe HyXHbl COIO3HUKU. MHe HyXeH Takod KO3bIpb, MOCJE KOTOPOrO HU
HACJIEIHUK, HU UMIIEpaToOp HEe CMOTYT OTKa3aTh MHE B MOEM IpaBe ObITb CBOOOAHOW. MHE HYkKHO
YTO-TO, 38 YTO MOXKHO 3aICTTUThCS. . .

U ceiiuac MHe Hy)HO B UepHyI0 OallHIo.

— Jleon, mpoBoaM MeHs 10 OAIIHU, TOXATYHCTA.

Jla, MHe HyXHBI COIO3HUKH. Tak mouemy Obl He C/IeaTh COIO3HUKOM TOTO, KTO CIIOCOOEH Mpo-
SIBUTh KO MHE HEMHOT'O UCKpEHHEH 3a00ThI?..

— W xenarenpbHO Tak, 4TOOBI HUKTO HE 3aMETHJI CTPAHHOMW (DPUTYPBI, UIYIIEH PSIIOM C JTy4IIIM
YUEHUKOM aKaJeMHUH B CTOPOHY MPHUCTAHMIIA U3Tr0eB. — f ¢ JIerKo# yJIbIOKON OCMOTpeia B royoObie
71a3a HEKPOMaHTa, TaK HAMIOMHUHABIIIME IJ1a3a ero Opara, 4To... HeT, He Oy1y Aymarh 00 3TOM.

VYronku ry6 JleoHa 4yTh APOTHYJIH, a B Clle/lylolliee MTHOBEHHUE s MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK HA MOM
IUIEYM OIYCTUJIACh KaKas-TO MIOUTH HEBecoMas IeJieHa.

— A TO, YTO JyYIIM{ YYEHUK aKaJIeMUH IUJIETeTCS B CTOPOHY UepHOi OalllHU M CTOUT Tepen
orpajiou, MsUIsiCh B IIPOCTPAHCTBO Tepes] COOO0M, — ITO, TIO-TBOEMY, HUKOTO He YAUBUT? — 0e33a00THO
CIIPOCHJI OH, €]1Ba 3AMETHO YCMEXasICh.

— Ilymaio, agenTsbl MPpUAyMaloT, KaK OMpaBAaTh CBOETO JIOOMMYHKA, — JIETKO OTMaxXHYJIach 1.

Hexortopoe BpeMsi Mbl 11U MOJTYA.

—ITouemy ThI He ObLT 32 BOPOTAMH BMECTE CO CBOEW KOMaHI0H ? — HErPOMKO IMOMHTEPECOBAIACH
oI.

— Io Toii ke mpu4KHe, 1Mo KOTOPOW HUKAK He MOT TIOBEPUTh, UTO 34 TBOIO BBIXOAKY Pec Te0s
HE TPOHET, — CTPAHHO OTO3BAJICA JIeOH.

1 momeITanack OCMBICIUTL CKa3aHHOE U HEAOBEPYMBO NIEPECTIPOCHIIA!

— Tebe BileTes10 3a TO, YTO THI HABECTWI MEHA?

— MHe He nate ner, Kaiipa, — urHopupyst Moe skelaHue Ha3blBaThCsl MOJIHBIM MUMEHEM, 4yTh
JKEeCTYe OTBETHJI HEKPOMAHT. — «BiieTeT» MHE He MOXeT B pUHIHMIE. 1 — Hac/IeqHUK Hallero poaa.
Ho To0, uto ['HEB ucropTHII MHE OCTATOK BBIXOAHOTO, — 3TO (paKT. U Teneps 51 Bpoje Kak Mmoj JoMalll-
HUM apecToM B [IapKCTOyH.
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— Hy nuuero ce6e! Tol B3aneptHt TaMm, re Bee B3anepTu! — A3BUTEIHHO (DBIPKHYJIA 5.

— YUroObl THl MOHUMAJIA: Y MEHsI Oblia CBOOOIA TIEpEMEIeHus], — CIIOKOHHO TOSICHUJI HEKPO-
MaHT.

To ecrtb... mocne Toro, kak JleoH 3asBuiicsa B Mol oM, Pec caenan 3amedanue (BbICKa3biBa-
HHe, BEKJIMBYIO UM HE OYEeHb MPOCHOY, MPeaynpekAeHIe) ero OTILy — MOCIIe Yero OTIPBICKY ObLIO
3ampelieHo MOKUIaTh TEPPUTOPHIO AKATEMHH.

STO CTPAHHO.

Ecnu He BcmomMuHaTh 0. .. Bparax UMIeparopa.

Sl 6pocuia ObICTphI B3I Ha JleoHa.

He 3Hato, 4TO 1poyes B HeM HEKPOMAaHT, HO OTBETHJI OH HEOKUIAHHO:

— 4 yxe ropopui, 1t Peca He cymiecTByeT MoHsATUSI ceMbu. Ero uHtepechl c(hoKycupoBaHbI
Ha 3allUTe HAC/IETHUKA U Ha TIPOSIBJIEHUH €ro BOJIM, KAKOK Obl KECTOKOW OHA HU ObLJIa.

— JleoH, OH e BCEro JIMIIIb MOMpPOCKII TeOs1 He TIOKUAATh TEPPUTOPHIO aKaJeMUH, — HEMHOTO
YIMBIIEHHO 3aMeTHIa 5.

« 1151 TBOEH ke Oe30MacHOCTH», — 3aKOHYMJIA PO CeOsl.

— INompocun? — ycMexHyscsi HEKPOMAHT U Mokavail rosiopoil. — Kaiipa, ['neB imneparopa ne
npocut. Hukorna. Y He mpUHOCUT N3BMHEHUS 32 CBOU JICHCTBUS.

Bort ¢ 3tum s Moria 61 iociopuTs. .. Ho He Oyny.

He 6yny mymath 00 9TOM MpeacTaBuTelie MX CTPAHHON CeMeKu !

— Yto0 THI MOTPeOOBAT B3aMEH, MPEIOKHUB CTaTh MOUM CBSI3HBIM? — CIIPOCHJIA, KOT/Ia Orpajia
nepen YepHoii OariHel crajia MasIuTh BIIEPEIH.

— IIpaBo Ha ycnyry, — KOpOTKO 0TO3BajICs JIeoH.

[TpaBo Ha ycayry?..

— Ycayry — 4blo KOHKPETHO?.. — yTOYHUIIA 5.

— Venyry usroes. Bameit komanapl B iesioM. — ['yObl HEKpOMaHTa pacTsSHYJIUCh B TAKOW 3HA-
KOMOH YCMeIlIKe, YTO s e[Ba He Bo3Ojaromapuia HeOO: Hy HAKOHEI-TO MOSBUIICS MOW JTIOOMMBIN
YeJIouHMK! A TO 51 yX Hauasia TiepekuBaTh, YTO OH MCYE3 COBCEM, a €My Ha CMEHY MpHIIesT KaKou-
TO CEPbE3HbIN NMapeHb, MHE HE3HAKOMBI.

®pipkHYIa ¥ yCTpeMIIa B30p Ha orpaay. 3aumTHUK Hanu mo-npexHeMy nepekpbBal BXOA
TYTUMU JIUAHAMM. . .

Mernkas gana MHe TipaBo TIOTpeOoBaTh OT Hee Ycayry. A JleoH moTpeGoBal 3TO MPABO OT BCETO
Kypca.

JItoO0IbITHAS BHIXOAUT KOMOWHAIIYS. . .

— Kak cHATD. .. 3107 — cripocuia, He 3Hasi, KaK Ha3BaTh €ro... «ILJIAIl-HEeBUAUMKY>.

— A TBI €ro No4yBCTBOBIA? — YAUBUIICS HEKPOMAHT.

INocmotpena Ha HEero B OTBET. BbIpa3uTesnbHO Tak.

— DHepromaru, — rokKaydaJj roJIoBo TEMHOBOJIOCHIH, SIBHO Pa30CaJ0OBaHHBII MOMM BCEBU/ISI-
UM OKOM.

— Kakwe ectb, — 0TO3BasACh 51, NOXUMAs IJIEYOM; 3aTeM MOYYBCTBOBANA, KAaK C MEHS ClIeTaeT
niejieHa 3akJiAThs. — JlagHo, cnacu6o, 4To JOBel.

— U Bce? — HEMHOTO yIMBJIEHHO IOMHTEpecoBaJIcs JIeoH.

—3OM... a 4To elie? — aKTUBHO «HE MOHSIa» s.

— A TbI HEOnarogapHas. . .

— A ThI 320bIJT 0 MOEM «CIaCK00», — HAIIOMHUJIA EMY ¥ Pa3BEepPHYJIACh.

Bectu pasroBop u ganblie — He MMeNno cMbicia. Ecim oH cHOBa OyaeT HameKarh Ha 4To-TO. . .
3ampelieHHoe Mekly HaMH JBYMsI, TO MaJlo eMy He MOoKaxercs!

Kak Hu crpanHo, HO JIeoH criokoiHO OTITycTHI MeHsl. U axke He cka3ai HU4ero B OTBeT. .. Tak
YTO, OIS 10 3aIUTHHKA, 5 JOK/1AJ1ACh, KOT/1a OH MEHsI [TPU3HAET U BITyCTUT Ha TEpPUTOPHI0 YepHOit
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OaIHy, a 3aTeM 00epHYJIaCh — YTOOBI YBUIETh CIMHY JIyUIIIEro yUYeHNKa aKaJeMUu, YAAJISIOMIEerocs
B CTOPOHY CBOETO KOpIyca.

— Yyneca, 1a ¥ TOJIBKO, — 3aMETHJIA, CJIETKA MPUIIOAHSB OpOBH.

W nonua Kk eJMHCTBEHHOMY CTPOEHHUIO Ha 3TOM YaCTU aKaJEeMUM. ..

UYepHas Oarrssl.

Bce Takas ke yepHas.

W Bce Takas ke popHad. ..

HecniemHo npeononena paccTosiHue JO CTyNEHEK, TUXOHBKO OTKpbUIA JIBEPb, NIEpeceKia XoJul
Y BOLIIIA B TOCTUHYIO.

— Cockyumucs?..

42



A. TI. MenseneBa. «I'epon akanemun [lapkCTOyH»

I'naBa 5. Boccoenunenue

Hanu o6epHynack nepBoil. Tata oT u3ymileHus ax NpuBcTaia ¢ Kpecia. [ly3ado oTKpbLI poT,
CTOSI IIEPEJ] CTOJIMKOM C KaKMM-TO CJIa[JKUM IUPOTOM B pyKax — IBHO TOJIBKO M3 neuu. I'por smib
XMBIKHYJI, HE BBIKA3aB ITPU 3TOM U TOJIMKU yIWBJICHUA.

— Kanpa?!

BopoBka niepBoii npuinia B ce0si U CTpEMUTENIBHO TofonuIa Ko MHe. Y moyeMy-To nepBeM
JIEJIOM TIOTPOTajia BOJIOCH!, OOEpHYNIAch K OCTAJIbHBIM M IIPOHUKHOBEHHO COOOIINIIA:

— Hacrogmas.

— 3aech 4TO, MO (paHTOM NEPUOJUUYECKU MPOTyYIMBAeTCA? — MOJHAB OJHY OpPOBb, CIIPOCHIIA
S C YCMEIIKOM.

— 3pech KTO TOJNBKO HE mporynuBaerca. — Hanu Toxke mogHsAace, HO 3amiaraja KO MHE
HECIIEITHO 1 3aMeplia B TIOJTyMeTpe. — YIMBUTEIBHO, KaK OBICTPO OOUTENh MHUPOBOTO 371a IIPEBPaTH-
JIaCh B YBECEJIMTENILHOE 3aBEJCHHUE JIUIS BCEX JKEJIAIOIIMX 3aUTH.

Ona ocMoTpesia MEHS C HOT JI0 TFOJIOBBI, OLIEHUB (DACOH IUIaThs U JOPOTOBU3HY €r0 MaTepHaa:

— Xopoulo kHuBellb, Jeau I3’bappo.

— He xanytocp, — ¢ j1erkoit yslOKoi OTBETHIIA 51, 3aT€M 3Ta camasl YJIbIOKa MeJICHHO CIOJ3/Ia
C Moero Jinna. — YTo 3HAUMT «J1sl Beex skenaommx»? Kro 3nech 61?7

— Jlyumie cnpocu — koro He Obut0. — TyT M I'por HakoHen otopBajics oT AuBaHa. — Cioa He
3alesn pa3Be YTo JICHUBBIA. MBI lake CTajl OCTaBIISATH B OAIlTHE OTHOTO CMOTPSIILETO, YTOObI HAIIIN
BEIIM HE Pa3HECIIM Ha CYBEHHUPBI, ITOKA Mbl IPOCHKMBAEM 3aJHULIBI HA HYIHBIX JIEKLIUAX.

Onu xoaaT Ha yyeOy. XOTb YTO-TO XOpOLIee.

— Macrep.

4 noepuynacs k I1y3ado. ToT crosin, s Ha MEHs Kak Ha MOCJaHHUITY Xaoca, HU OOJbIe HU
MeHblIe. M kak Ha Ty caMylo «BornHio» — 0 KOTopoy OffHaX bl yIIOMSAHYJI YYUTENb JPEBHUX PYH.

ITy3auo nocraBmI NOJHOC C MAPOrOM Ha CTOJIMK, MOJOLIET KO MHE U 3aCThIJI B HEPEIINUTEIBHO-
CTH Ha Mapy CaMbIX HEJIOBKUX B MOEM >KU3HU CEKyH[. A 3aTeM MOPbIBUCTO OOHSLIL.

ITpusnatoce, HEOKUIAHHO.

U HeynoOHO: MOTOMY 4TO S e[Ba He CBEpHYJIA TOJIOBY — YTOOBI MOM JI0O He 3aes ero mieo.
He camas yno6Has mo3a.

Ho ermie — HEeMHOXKO PUATHO.

[Ty3a4yo oTcTpaHUICs U IOCMOTPEJ Ha MeHs I71a3aMHU I00pO¥ TETYIIKH — TOI CaMOM, YTO FOTOBa
MPOCJIE3UThCS BCAKUM pa3, KOIja BUJUT JIIOOMMOIO COpBaHIIA.

— Ily3ayo, s TOXe COCKy4mJIach, — MPU3HAJIACh, YyBCTBYS ceOsl CllerKa He B CBOEH Tapeske OT
POJIM TOTO CaMOTO «COPBaHLA».

B 1o Bpems kak Ily3auo npekpacHo omrymai ce0si B poiii «JOOPOH TETYIIKI».

— Macrep, TbI 6OIBITION MOJIOZELL.

Sl HaxMypuiIach: a 3T0 3a 4To?..

— AgzienThl, TMIIMBIIMECS BO3ZMOKHOCTH THOOMTH HAC 32 TO, YTO MBI — M3TOH, HAIIUTA HOBYIO
Ja3efKy Ui MposiBJIeHUs cBouX 4yyBCTB. Ceifyac HaJ HAMU aKTMBHO CTEOyTCS, YTO Mbl — F€pOH, —
nosicHwiia Hanu, nokocusivcs Ha [Ty3ado. — Mel Tenepb 4TO-TO BPOZIE MECTHOM AOCTONPUMEYATEITb-
Hoctu. Ham naxe oGerianu 3akpbiToe CilylIaHue 10 BOIPOCaM HAIlMX. .. I'M... Aesa. Ho 31o B Heobo-
3pUMOM OYy/IyIIEeM.

— Bol obmasics ¢ Pecom? — cripocuia s, BCHOMHUB CJIOBa TOTyOOI/Ia30ro, CKa3aHHbIE Tepe]
TEM, KaK OTIIPaBUTb MEHSI HEU3BECTHO KyJa.

— Her. Mb1 obmanucek ¢ HacnennukoMm. OnacHeiii Tr. Ecim He ckas3arth, 4TO CTpAIIHBIA, —
orBeTWIa Tara, MPUTparuBasCh K CBOEH TaTyMPOBKE Ha JIULIE U, KAXKETCA, AaXKe HE 3aMedasi 3TOoro.
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Sl He crasia MOATBEpXKIaTh €e MbICTU. B 1aHHOM ciydae si3bIk MOUMl — Bpar mMou. Jlydie He
BBICKa3bIBaTh CBOE MHEHHME O HACJIEIHHKE JI0 TeX MOp, MOoKa He Moiydy cBoOomy. A elme Jydie —
BOOOIIIe HUKOT/IA €r0 HE BBICKA3bIBATb.

Tak jKuBeTCsl CIIOKOVHEe.

— Nutepecno apyroe, — Berpsina Hanu. — MiHTepecHo, Kak TeOs BBITYCTHIIN U3 OCOOHSKA, YUu-
TBIBAs1, YTO THI €LIIE HE IOMaja Ha CIyllIaHue.

$1 BHUMATEJILHO MOCMOTPEJA HA HEE.

ITOro He MOXET OBITb.

XOTs HeT.

Mozxer.

B nekoTopeix Bonpocax Hanu HaMHOTO /1aIbHOBUAHEN MEHS.

— Kak T8I gOrasanace? — cripocuiia THXo, cama He 3Hasi — [IoUYeMy.

—ITO K€ eCTECTBEHHO: BCE T 3arOBOPIIMKH, YTO IPUJIOKUIN PYKHU K 3aToueHuIo [ Hesa Nmme-
paropa, Ternepb OyayT TOYUTH 3yObl Ha TeOsl, — OTBETUIIA MeJIKasl, IJIs1/1s Ha MeHs, KaK Ha... Hy, CKa-
K€M TaK, HE CaMyI0 YMHYIO JIEBUILY.

S nepesena B3risin Ha Taty. [o ee Jiuiry MOKHO OBITIO TPOUYECTh A0COIIOTHO CIIOKOMHOE COTJIa-
cHe ¢ mpeaplIynM BbickasbiBaHueM. [Tokocuiack Ha I'pora — TOT cMOTpes Ha MeHs1, Kak Ha HOBO-
POXIEHHYIO, KOTOpasi TOJIbKO YTO UCHIOPTMIIA NeJIeHKy. KaxeTcs, oH MoHs, YTo 5 Joexasa 0 J1aH-
HOW MBICJIH TTO3XKe BCEX. ..

— Tak macrep Tenepsb nop ynapom?!

Hy, xBana Xaocy! {1 — He nocnennss!

C nerkout GrarogapHocThio TIsiHY/IA Ha [Ty3ado u B3s1a ceOs B pyKH.

— O Kakoi1 IepeBSIHHOM UTPYILKE 11U1a pedb B TBOEM NociaHuu? — cripocuiia y TaTbl, mpourHo-
pUPOBAB BONPOC ChIHA TIEKapsl.

— A BOT 3TO camMoe UHTEepPECHOE, — XMbIKHYJIa BOPOBKA M KUBHYJIA Ha JIBe€pb TOCTUHOM.

Mpl Bce BMeCTe OTIIPaBWIIMCh K Moel criayibHe. K cJI0BY — 3aKpbITOM Ha KJTI0Y CIAJIbHU.

— IIpuinock cierka yBeJMYUTh CTETIEHDb 3aIlUTHl HA TBOel koMHaTe. Hy, Thl 3Haellb — BCsKMe
rOCTH, HEOKHMJaHHbIE BU3UTEPBI, TIOC/IEI0BATENM KyJbTa M3roes. .. — ¢pipkHyna Tara, noBopaunBas
KJIIOY B 3aMKe.

Sl He ynepxanach OT CMeIlIKa: YK KOMY, Kak He BOPOBKE, 3HaTh, YTO 3aMKH HE 3alLUTAT OT Bopa?
Ho coBa npo Ky/bT HAMOMHMJIM CTOPHIO TIOsIBJIeHHsI B akafgemun Hanu... OHa ke Obl1a 4IeHOM
KaKOWM-TO 3aKPbITOM CEKTHI... HE OT Hee JIM 3arepia qBepb Tara?

Menkas cTosiia ¢ ropAabIM U HE3aBUCUMBIM BUJIOM.

— DTO eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO MHE ObUIO MHTEPECHO! — 3asiBUJIa OHA. — A KOMY Oy/IeT HEeMHTEePEeCHO
U3Y4YUTb MIPEIMET, HEOKUIAHHO MOSIBUBILUICS B ClIaJIbHE SHepromara?

4 3akaruia masza. XoTh HE BPET — U TO JIAJIHO.

A 3arem Tata OTKpbUIa ABEPD, M MOE YIUBJIEHHUE TIEPECEKIO OTMETKY «I'PaHb (DaHTa3UM».

Ha moeil kpoBatu jiexana cTaTyaTKa ¢ M300paXeHHeM MOHCTpA BBHICIIIETO YPOBHsI, KOTOPYIO
MOKa3aj MHe MaricTp PoBeH miepen Tem, Kak sl ero BeIpyOuIa.

Ha moeii kpoBati — apeBHUI apTedakT, CIOCOOHBIN TIOTPy3UTh B COH MOMYKPOBOK M BCEX, B
YBMX KMJIAX TEYET KPOBb Xaoca. ..

— Kak 310 0Ka3anoch 31ech? — cripocuiia s HAPSIKEHHO, HE OTPbIBas I71a3 OT BEIIULIbl, KOTOpast
3aIPOCTO MOKET MEHSI YHUUTOXHUTb.

Benp ecnm HacneqHUMK PELINT, YTO 5 yKpaja ee u3 nokoes PoseHa. ..

Cront! A ouemy 3T10OT apredakt He oOHapyxw moau ['peropa?.. Beab oHM UMen 3arioMu-
Hali-KaMeHb ¥ JOJDKHBI ObLTM YETKO CIIBIIIATh MOHOJIOT CEIOT0 MarkcTpa O €ro TEOpUM Mo MOBOIY
MpaBsIIed CEMBU. ..

A 1IOTOM 10 MEH# JOLUIO. . .
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Maructp HU pa3y 3a Beuep He IIPOU3HEC CIIOB, OMUCHIBAIOIIMX STOT MTPEAMET, OH TOBOPWJI JIUIIH
O TOM, YTO Y HEro eCTh 3aluTa oT uMrieparopa! To, Kak BBIVIAAUT apTedakT, 3HaeM TOJIBKO 51 U OH. ..
Y TOT YeJIOBEK, UTO IPUHEC ITY Belyily B YepHYyI0 OalHIO ¥ TOJIOKUII HA MOIO ITyCTYIOITYIO KPOBATh.

— Ml He 3HaeM. [IpocTo ciycTsi IeHb Mocyie TBOEro 0The3/a, KOra s 3aluia B TBOI0 KOMHATY
BO BpeMsi 0OBICKA JI0Ma, 3Ta MITYKOBUHA Jiexkasa 37ech. — TaTa moxana redamu. — A 4To 37107

— IMomoxu! ThI ckazana: Bo BpeMst 0ObICKa JoMa? A 4TO BBl HCKAHM? — HAXMYPHJIACH S1.

— Ckopee — koro. bnmzHenoB. MIx HUKTO He BUJE C TOM HOUM, KOTJa ThI CIaJIa MATUCTPa JTIOASAM
HACJIE/THUKA, — OTBETUJIa BOPOBKA, U 51 IOMOPIIMJIACH OT YCIIBIIIIAHHOTO.

«Caana MarucTpa» . .. 3ByYHT yKacHO. 3aTO OUEHb YETKO OIMUCHIBAET YTOJI 3pEHUSI BCEX aJIETITOB
aKa/IeMH1H.

— OHU CWIBHO aBAT? — CpOcUIa s THXO.

— MBI BbITepnM, — IpOCTO cKazana Hauu. — [taBHOE, 4TOOBI OBUIO U3-32 YEro TepIieTh.

Ee Hamek ObLT Mpo3paveH, Kak CTEKJIO.

— 51 HeckoMBbKO pa3 roBopuiia u ¢ PecoM, 1 ¢ HaclieTHUKOM, — ITPOU3HECIIA 51 OTPBIBUCTO, Pa3BO-
paumBasich K Hell. — Ecim mogHMMy BOpoc elrie pa3, MeHs IIPOCTO MOCTaBAT Ha MecTo. M o cBoboae
MoxkeTe 3a0bITh. HaBcerna. To, 4to 6pUT0 HamM 0OelIaHo, MBI TIOJTyYUM; IJIABHOE TYT — HE JaBUTh.

— T He MoelIb OBITh B 3TOM yBepeHa, — 3ameTu ['por.

— A s u He yBepeHa. [Toromy Xouy crenath HeuTO Oostbliiee, ueM ocBoOOxAeHre ['HeBa Vme-
paropa. U Hajetock, 9To Bl MHE TIOMOXETe. .. — S moMomyana, CKiuMast KyJakd, a 3aTeM BbIITaJIna; —
4l xouy pacryTarh TOT KJIyOOK MHTPUT 0 KOHIIA U BBISICHUTH, KTO CO3JAa€T 3ar0BOP MPOTHB MMIIe-
paropa — 1 royemy.

CkenTuyvHble B3MJIS/AbI U3r0eB He MPUOABUIM MHE YBEPEHHOCTH B cede.

— 3Halo, Kak 3T0 3By4uT. HO Ham HykeH BeCOMBII apryMeHT, 4YTOObl Mbl UIMEJTH MPAaBO TPeOo-
BaTh CBOEW CBOOO/IBI.

Sl He cTana yToYHsITh, YTO BECOMOCTh HY’KHA Ipexk/e Bcero B caydae ¢ [Ty3ado. B atoil maprun
HE JIOJKHO OBITh OTCTAIONIMX. Bce T0KHBI OBITh PaBHBI.

— Tb1 He MHOTO Ha cebst Oepenib? YUUTHIBAs, KTO Thl M KAK MHOTO ThI 3HAEIIIb O TallHAX UMIIe-
paTopckoro qBopa? — MogHsB OpOBb, CIIOKOWMHO cripocuia Hauw.

— Ecnu 51 ckaxy Tebe, 4To JIeKUT Ha MOE KpOBaTH, Thl 3a0epelib CBOM cioBa Hazal. K tomy xe
— 51 cefiyac B CaMOM LIEHTPE ITUX CaMbIX ABOPLOBBIX TaliH. U 1a, y HAC 10 CUX MOP €CTh HEKOTOPHIE
1po0IeMbl B BOZMOKHOCTH CBOOOIHOTO TIEpEeMEIIeHU s, a TAKKe — B IOCTYIIE K HY)KHON MH(OpMalu,
HO KOTJJa HaM 3TO Memaio? Bel kMBeTe B CTeHaX akaJeMUU, KOTOpasi CIIABUTCS JIydilield OMOIMOTEKOM
MMIIEpUH, TI0CTIe UMIIePaTOPCKOW, KOHEUHO. §l — 4yTh JIM He KaX[blid IeHb BUKYCh C HACIIETHUKOM
Y TOCTOSTHHO KOHTaKTUPYIO C €ro TesioxpaHuTeneM. Bee, 4to Ham HeoOX0OMMO, — 9TO HAUTH MOAXO
K HYKHBIM JIOIISIM.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi OHM MOJTYaIH, IJ1s1/1s1 HA MeHs1. M s1 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KakK Ta CTeHa HeJIOBepHs,
YTO CTOSIJIA MEX/Iy HAMHU C CAMOTO Havyasia, BUOPUPYET MO/l HAIOPOM JIOBOZIOB U OOIIIETO «HA/I0%.

— A, Xaoc co Bcem 3TUM 3/IpaBbIM CMBICJIOM! — TIepBOM OTMaxHYyJsach Tata. — Panbiiie u npo
TEJIOX PaHUTEJISl UMIIepaTopa JyMaJiH, 4TO OCBOOOIUTD €ro HEBO3MOKHO. .. HaM Heuero TepsiTh, moka
MBI HE TIOJTyYMJIA CBOIO CBOOOY.

— Pa3Be uto0 %u3Hb, — pasymHo Hariomamia Hanu. — Ho s ¢ To60ii cornacHa, Kaiipa. Hac 3nech
Y TaK CUMTAIOT «T€POSIMI» — ITYCTh ITOKA YTO M HE COBCEM 3aCITy:KeHHO, BeJlb BCI0 padoTy ¢ ['HeBoM
npojesaia Tel onHa... Ilopa onpaBnate uyxue Hagexkapl. 3a0QHO XOTh BeTpsixHemcs. Cunets 6e3
JeJ1a — yKacHO CKYYHO.

— He yBepeH, 4T0 Mbl CMOXEM CHIeJaTh YTO-TO, HE UMesl PYK U MapOuyKM YyIIeHl 3a CTEHOH. —
I'por cnoxun pyku Ha rpyau. — OpHako Thl Tenepb y Hac noutH jeau. M nouru rnasa popa. Ilopa
003aBeCTHCh BCEMU HEOOXOTUMBIMU TSI TTOJI0OHOTO TIOUYETHOTO 3BaHUS aTpuOyTaMu.

— Kakumu? — cmepuB ero KpacHOPEUMBHIM B3IJISAOM, cripocuia s, — [lapodkoil HaeMHBIX
youiin? nu mapoukoii BOpoB?
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— Hy, u Bop, 1 youiina y Te0st UIyT B KOMIUIEKTe, — KuBHYB Ha Tary u [1y3avo, 3ameruna Hanu.

— A Takxe — SMOIIMOHAJILHO HeCTaOUJIbHAS CEKTAaHTKA U Oyrail, 0003JIeHHBIN Ha CTPAKy UMIIe-
paropa, — BepHyJa INWIbKy Tara.

— Tax koro e MHe He xBaraer?

— Cry’kKu Ha IoOerymikax, — pactsiHy/a ryosl B yisioke Hanu. — Takoro, yToObl He pUBIIEKas
K ceOe BHUMaHUsI M MOT ITpoOupaThes B JI0OYyIo apipy. EcTh KTO Ha nmpumere?..

9l Heoco3HaHHO TpHUKycWIa TyOy, pasMBIIUISAS HaJA TeM, YTO MHE MPOCTO HE MOIVIO TaK
TIOBE3TH. ...

— 51 He xouy GoJIbIIIe HUKOTO YOUBATh, — MPOTsAHYI [1y3auo, HAXMYpPHUBIIHCh.

— Tebe n He npuaercs. JIocTaTOUHO CO3aTh OTHEHHBIN IIap TeX Pa3MepoB, UTO ThI TPOIEMOH-
CTPUPOBAJI Ha IEPBOM JIEKLIMM C MaraMu OTHsl, — OTMaxHyJlach OT Hero Hanu, — 1 jkenarolue crioputhb
MTHOBEHHO OTCTYIISTCSI OT CBOMX B3IJISIJIOB B MOJIb3Y HAIIMX.

— Ho ... — nauau [1y3ayo, BUOMMO, HE OYEHb JOBOJIBHBINA POJIBI0 «HAEMHOTO YOMMIIBI».

— ¥V MeHs ecTb Koe-KTo Ha ipumete. Ho s1 oOparnrych kK HeMy JIMIIb TOCTIe TOr0, KaK UCTIONb3YI0
BCE BApPUAHTHI B NTOMCKE OJIM3HEIIOB — U He Hai/ly UX, — CKazaJa si.

— 310 npaBWIIbHO. BiM3HEIIb! — MeabHbIe UCTIOTHUTENN MO0OHBIX 3a/IaHNH, — KMBHYIA TaTta.

— Ho onm coexamu. He 3Haemns — mouemy? — cipocuia Hanu, misas MHe B 171a3a.

— IloBepp, cama xo4uy y3HATh OTBET HA ITOT BOMPOC, — OTBETHJIA 51 CIIOKOMHO M XOJIOAHO.

91 oOs13ana HaiiTh OpaTbeB. OHU — MOSI CBA3YIOIIASI HUTb C Hell. ..

C eHILMHOM, YTO Mepeaa BMECTE C HAC/IEICTBOM CJIMILIKOM MHOTO CEKPETOB.

— Tax yto 3710 32 apredakT?.. — Bo3Bpallasi MEHs1 B peajIbHOCTb, IOMHTEPECOBAJIACh MEJIKas U
(bbIpKHYJa B OTBET Ha MOW BBIPa3UTENbHBIN B3I, — Bpock, 310 sicHO, Kak Ooxuii neHsb. [Ipocras
aepeBsiHHAasi (pUrypKa He BbI3Bajia Obl CTOJIBKO yKaca Ha TBOEM JIUIIE.

— Xopo1o, s paccKaxy, 4ro 310 3a Beulb. Ho Bbl JOIKHBI 3HaTh, 4TO... ECam 10 HacnegHuka
JOUJET BECTh O TOM, UYTO Mbl XpaHUM ee y ceOsi, — Hac BceX MOTYT MOBEeCUTb. be3 paccripocoB u
JOJITUX pa3roBopoB. JKenaHue y3HaTh — BCe elle MPUCYTCTBYET?..

%k % %

Heckomnbko 4acoB ObUIO TIOCBSIIIIEHO pa3roBopam 00 apredakTax W UX CO3JaTessiX, O Bparax
uMIepaTopa, IpeArnoa0KUTEIbHO HAXOAAIMXCS BHYTPY CTE€H aKaJeMHUH, U TIONBITKE COCTABUTD ILJIaH
JEVCTBUI — yUUTHIBAs, UTO MHE BPsJ JIU MO3BOJIAT Mocelarh JapkcToyH Kakablil 1eHb, a JleoHa
BOOOIIIE MMM TIpaBa MepeMellieHrs U CBI3HOTO y Hac HeT U He OyzaeT... B oOmem, Ha3BaTh 1iaH
YHBUIBIM HE MO3BOJIsLIa TOPAOCTh, HO OT 3TOT0 MEHEE YHBUIBIM OH HE CTAHOBUJICS.

K TomMy MOMeHTy, Kak Ha CTOJIMILy OIyCTWJIaCh HOYb, Mbl IPUIIUIM K HECKOJBKUM BaKHBIM
BBIBOJIAM.

Bo-niepBbiX, HY)KHO HailTu co3fartesnsi apreakra — a Mo CJI0BaM CaMOro HAC/IeIHUKA, TaKHe
BEIIMLIBI MOSBIIAIOTCA KpalHEe PEAKO, 3HAUMT, U MAacTepOB THEM C OTHEM HE CHICKaTh, YTO OYEHb
Cy’KaeT KpyrI' HalllMX MOMCKOB.

Bo-BTOpBIX, MpHayMaTh KaKylO-TO IMU(PPOBKY — CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN CIOBaph TEPMHHOB, —
YTOOBI IMETh BO3MOXHOCTb OOIIAThCS Yyepe3 OOBIYHOTO MOChLIbHOr0. COOCTBEHHO, BO BpeMsl IIpH-
JOYMBIBAHHSI 3TOTO CAMOT'0O «CJIOBAPs» Sl U BBIPYOMJIACh.

W3narate 13rosiM MOM JIOTaIKM O TOM, YTO UMIIEPATOP M €r0 HACJIEJAHUKY — HE JIIOIU B 0OI1Ie-
MIPUHATOM [TOHMMAaHUU 3TOTO CJI0Ba, 51 He Moria. Kak u pacckasbiBath 0 cuiie 3Hepromaros. Bee atu
TeMBbI OBUTH CTPOTO 101 3anpeToM. Takxke 51 He MOIJIa iepecka3aTh UM BCe MOAPOOHOCTH MOETO CITy-
IIAaHUS — TIOTOMY KaK OHO OBUIO 3aKPBITHIM U COAEPKaJI0 MHOTO CeKpeTHOU nHpopmaiuu. Bee 3to
CUJIbHO JTaBUJIO HA MEHS ¥ OYeHb TOPMO3HIIO TIpoliecc paboTh, HO TYT 51 HUYETO He MOIJIa TIOJesaTh.
Jlyudriie ObITh 3aIIMIIEHHBIM OT TalH UMIIEPATOPCKOW CEMBH. . .
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[lepexvBaHusl TOKOHAIM MEHs, IOTOMY, KOIZla HAayaJIcsl MPOLECcC NPUAYMKHU mudpa, g yxe
HUYEro He cooOpaxasa M IMO3BOJMJIA OTSDKEJIEBIIEH TOJIOBE YIOTHEHBKO YCTPOMTBCS Ha CTOJIEI-
HULE. ..

[TpocHynack s1 OTTOro, YTO MOYYBCTBOBAJIA BCILIECK CUJIBI. XOTsI «IIPOCHYJIACh» — 3TO FPOMKOE
cJIoBO. B monyapemMe oTmeTnia, 94To KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM IMpoIIUia Yepe3 TPEIUHY B TPOCTPAHCTBE U
BOOOIIIE — BUIITY B BO3/yXe, YAepKUBacMasi KEM-TO WJIM YeM-TO. YMBHUTEIILHO, HO MHE OBLIIO YIOOHO,
MOTOMY, KOTJIa 9TOT «KTO-TO» WM «4TO-TO» TIOMBITAJIICS MEHs YJIOXKUTh Ha (ITPEOIOKUTEITHHO)
MOCTeJb, 5 BIEMWIACh B CBOE MIEPEHOCHOE YCTPOMCTBO OOEMMH PYKaMH, YTHIKAsICh BO YTO-TO TEIIOEe
IIEKOM.

Enie oy Berieck Cuibl, Ha 9TOT pa3 — YIUBUTEIbHO 3HAKOMOM. .. Clierka OrIyIIuI TPOM. . .
[TotoM Bce OBICTPO MPEKPATHIIOCH, HO KTO-TO CMAYHO BBIPYTaJICs, aOCOMIOTHO UTHOPUPYS TIPUCYT-
CTBUE Jiequ B nioMelieHuu. To ectb — MeHs. Mo pyKku NepexBaTWid, a TeJI0 MAaKCUMAaJIbHO OTO-
JIBUHYJIM OT JIepKaIero. 1o MoYeMy-To MOKa3ajJoch OYeHb OOMIHBIM, W 5 MOIBITAJIACh BEPHYTh
TEruIo uy:oro Tesna. Ho momnbITka npoBasiniack, a s Oka3ajach Ha KPOBaTH, CO CBEICHHBIMU Ha IPYAU
PYyKamu, — ¥ IocJjie OuepeIHOM MopIu 0TOOPHOM pyranu. Boooiiie, ApemMa Hauaia OCTENeHHO OTCTY-
narth, ¥ TIEPBOE, UTO S MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, — 3TO KaK HEYIOOHO B IUIATHE. . .

Pyku HEocO3HaHHO MOTSAHYJIMCH K KOPCETY B MOMBITKE PaclIHYypoOBaTh TO, YTO MEIIAJIO HOp-
MaJIbHO JIbIIIATh, a 3aTeM KOPCET caM Havasl paclIHYpPOBBIBATLCSA, U 1, JOBOJIbHAS, PACKUHYJIA PYKU
B CTOPOHHI U clefiayia TTyOOKHI BIOX... Telepb M YCHYTh MOXHO... Kopcer mpogomkan pacciad-
JIATHCS, @ YbU-TO MAJIBIIBI BCE Yallle KacaJaucCh Tea, MPUKPBITOrO JIUIIb COPOUYKOM, CITyCKAsICh BHU3
10 XKMBOTY. .. [la, y 9TOro Hapsiaa NIHYPOBKaA CIIEPE/IH. .. TodeMy s 00 3ToM nogymana’?..
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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