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Ejena ApcenneBa
Taynblli rpex uMIepaTpuIlbI

IIpoJior

HenactHoii Houblo OkTs0psa 1806 roma ¢ KpbUiblia OHOTO HempuMeTHOro aoma Ha Ceprues-
CKOMH YJIUIIE CITYCTHJIACh HEBBICOKAS MOJTHAS JaMa Y MPUOIM3UIIACh K TOKUIAIoNIe ee Kapete. [IBu-
rajach JXEHIIMHA C TPYJOM, JBIIIIANA TPEPHIBUCTO, CIOBHO OT KpaiHel ycTaiocT win 6ome3nu. [loa-
AepKUBaJ MOJTYHOUYHYIO ITyTHUILY XYJIOIIABBIA YeJOBEK, B KOTOPOM C MIEPBOTO B3IJIsA1a MOKXHO OBLIO
y3HaTh Bpaya, a He MPOCTO Bpaya, & IMEHHO MOJTKOBOT'O JIeKapsl.

— [pomaiite, TOKTOp, — MPOOOPMOTAJIA IaMa YyTh CIIBIIIHO, U CTAJIO SICHO, YTO OHA e[Ba Cliep-
KuBaer cie3bl. — He 3a0yzbTe ke 1aTh MHE 3HATh MOTOM... KOT/Ia BCE 3aKOHYMTCS.

— Bce 3akoHUMTCA He MO3/1HEe, YeM 3aBTpa THEM, — YIPIOMO OTBETHII TOT, KOTO Ha3BaJM JOK-
TOpOM. — §I He cTaHy NochUIaTh BaM HUKAaKUX BECTEH, MpocTUTe BeaukoayiHo. Hu k yemy sto. U
JIydIIIe BaM 3/1€Ch OOJIbIIIE He TIOKA3bIBATHCA, TO... — OH 3aMsICs, Kak Obl 3aITyTajics B CJIOBAX, & TOTOM
MOBTOPUJI C HOYTUTEJIbHBIM IMOJIYITOKJIOHOM: — quule BaM 371€Chb OOJIBIIIE HE IIOKAa3bIBATbhCA, I'OCIIOXKA.

W3-non kpast manu, HA3KO HaJBMHYTOM Ha J100, OJIeCHY/IM U3MYyUeHHbIe T1a3a. [JJama cnepxaiia
CJIe3bl, HO BUJHO OBLIO, C KAKUM TPYAOM €H 3TO yAaIoCh.

— CkaxuTe TOrza eMy... — Hayaja OHa, HO He JIOTOBOPWJIA, a TIPUKYCHJIa I'y0y, MOKaYHYIach U
TMIOJIOXKUJIA PYKY TIOHVIKE TPY/IH.

JlokTOp B3AOXHY.I: fama Obliia OepeMeHHa — 9TUM U 00BSICHSIIACH ee TIOTHOTa. Poibl, 1o Bcemy,
MOIJIA Ha4YaThCsl B M0OO0I MOMeHT. Eif HM B KoeM cily4yae He ClIeIoBaJIO BHIXOUTH B TAKyIO MOPY U3
JIOMY U TIpUe3xaTh croaa!

OpnHako OH MOHMMAJI, YTO MIMEHHO CErOIHS JlaMa He MOIJIA He TIOSIBUTHCS 311€Ch.

JUTMHHBIMUA TIPOXJIAJJHBIMHU TAJIBIIAMKM JOKTOp TIepeXBaTH ee JieBoe 3amscTbe. [lepuaTka
Mellaia, JOKTOP IMOYTH He CIIBIIIAT MYJIbCa JAaMbl, HO OH M He CTaBWII Iiepe]] coOoit Takoi rieu. Ceil-
Yac cepile CTpaJalonield KeHIIMHB HUKaK He MOIIO OUThcsi poBHO! JIOKTOpP XOTeN XOTh HEMHOTO
YCHIOKOUTH €€ CBOMM MpUKOCHOBeHueM. [lokaszars, 4To COUyBCTBYET €l BCell IyIIOu, YTO caM Iepe-
TMIOJIHEH TOpPeM, OTHAKO... OJJTHaKO eCTh B )KM3HU HEUTO, HEKOE TIOHATHE WM CYIIECTBO, CUE YK KakK-
IbIA TI0-CBOEMY OOBSICHSIET, TPOTUB BJIACTH KOTOPOTO YesIoBeK OeccriieH. ITo — cMepTh. OHM BHIIILTH
U3 JOMa, B KOTOPOM BCTyIaJsla B CBOM MpaBa CMePTh. V1 MO TONBKO CKJIOHUTHCS Mpe] Helo, TIPH-
3HaB ee Mmodesmy.

Hakomer 1oKTop co B3J0XOM pa30MKHYJT AJIbIIBI HA TOHKOM 3aIlsiCThe, OTKPbLT IBEPILY KapeThl
Y TIOMOT JIaMe B30WTH Tyja U cecTb. OHa cpa3y OTKMHYJIACh Ha CIMHKY KpecJa, 3aKpblia JIMIO OTHOM
PYKOW — 1 jasia BOJTIO cjie3aM. PhiiaHus ee ITyX0o OTAaBaiCh B CBIPOM, HEHACTHOM TUILIKHE, U TOJIBKO
3aBbIBAHUE XOJIOOAHOI'O BETpA INIYHIUIIO UX.

Jlama Tax JIposkaiia, 4To ¢ TPyAOM ylIepKUBasia HEOONIBIIYI0 YEPHYIO IIKATYJIKY, KOTOPYIO CXKU-
Masia B IIpaBoil pyke. JJoOKTOop 3Hasl O TOM, YTO XpaHWUTCS TaM. B ImIkaryske jexanu nucbMa 3Tou
JKEHIIIMHBI: X OHA HEe CTOJIb IAaBHO IMUCaJa TOMY, KOTro JiloOuia. Tomy, ¢ KeM Mpueskaia HIHYE MPo-
CTUTBCS — ¥ TIPOCTUJIACh HABEKH, OO KHU3Hb €r0 3aKOHUUTCS HE TIO3/JHEE 3aBTPAIIIHETO JIHS. ..

ToT yenoBek BepHYJ eil mucbMa, KOO OHM OBUTM OTACHBI JJISl €e peryTalui. A MOKET, J1axe
1 OJ1d XU3HU.

JIOKTOp XOTe ele YTo-TO CKa3arh, HO TOBOPHUTH YK OblIo Hedero. M yremmuts ee HeueM. OH
MOJTYa MOKJIOHWJICS, XJIOMHYJT ABEPLIEH 1 MpHKa3al Kydyepy:

— Iloezxaiire!

Eie kakoe-To BpeMsi OH CMOTpeJT BCJIe ] KaHyBILIeH B TEMHOTY KapeTe, IPUCTYIINBAasCh K yia-
JISIBIIIEMYCSI CTYKY KOJIec.
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— Becnl, Gecol 6anyor! Chi3HOBa KaTawch 1o KiymOe! Bee niBets moms! Yto 3a mpurya?!
He mo3Bath 1 GaTIOIIKY, YTOOBI CaJl OCBATHII?

EnuzaBerta oTKpbLIa 171a3a. BeICOKMI I0HOIIECKHIA TOJIOC BOPBAJICS B paCIaxHyTOE OKHO U CITyT-
HYJI COH, KOTOPBIH TOJIBKO-TOJIbKO Ha4Yajl TyMaHUTbh TojIoBy. Cepilie TPEBOKHO CTYKHYJIO.

«Bce 11BETH TIOMSIIN...»

— Mummka! Yero mymuris Hu cBeT Hu 3aps?! ['ocynapbiHio pa3Oyauiib! A Hy, OpbIch oTciona!

HeBonbHast ynbiOka TpoHy/a ryosl EnnzaBeTsl: rooc XpaHUTe sl TUIIMHBI 3ByYall FpoMYe, YeM
rojioc ee Hapymmtessi. OHa 10rajanach, YTo BHU3Y epepyruBIUCh CAJI0OBHUK U OIMH U3 €r0 IIOMOIIT-
HUKOB.

— OxTu MHe! — eitie myie Bo3omui Murka. — 3anamsroBai! [Ipoctu Xpucra panu, asieHbka
[Tpoxop, mpoctu MeHs, Jypaka!

— Jla 3aMOJIKHM Thl HAKOHEII! — BbI3BepUJICA «siieHbKa [Tpoxop». — Uiiib, OThICKAJICS MJIEMsIH-
Huuek ! Kuim, cuna Heuncras!

— Bor! — He yHumasics Mumka. — U s roBopio — cuiia Heunctas. becel 6ecsarcs. Ha miBets
risiHbTe! Y yK KOTopoe yTpo Tak. JJHeM 3eMITHILy pa3phIXJIio, IIBETOUKU PACIPSMIIIO, IOMaHbIe yoepy,
paccaiy CBEXyIo MOCaKy — U IOYTPY BCE CHIZHOBA MOMSITO.

— INomen Bon! Iommesn, komy ropopeHo! I'ocnosa nmounBaTh U3BOJIAT, a OH TYT pazopaics!

EmuzaBera cHOBa ycMmexHynack. laxe eciiu Obl M1 B caMOM JieJie KTO-TO CraJl, TO yXke JaBHO
npocHyicst Ob1. Ho, K cuacThio, ciofia BHIXOAAT TOJIBKO OKHA ee CriajibHU. B camoMm Jieste — K cuacThblo.
Kak xXopo1110, YT0 HUKTO He CIIBIIIUAT PO ITU CMSATHIE IIBETH! YMHBIN U HET0OOpOXKeIaTesbHBIN Yeso-
BEK MOT OBI JJOraaTbCsl...

O yem? Hy, oHa-TO 3HaeT, O YeM...

Jla HeT, He MOXeT ObITh, HUKOMY M B TOJIOBY Takoe He mpuaet! YToOsl uMmneparpuiia, BEYHO
yHBUIas1, 3AMKHYTas1, OIMHOKAs, — ...

W c s1oit mbicbio EnuzaBera BApYr 3acHy/1a — Tak BHE3AIHO, CIIOBHO KTO-TO OJIHUM JIyHOBE-
HHUEM TIOTacuJI CBeuy ee OECIOKOUCTBA. YCTAIOCTh B3siia cBoe. CKopo mpueT (hpeiyinHa U yIUBUTCS,
YTO TOCYIApPBIHS, NITAIIKA PaHHsIS, CHOBA TaK 3acmajach, 1 pa3oyaut ee. Ho moka ere ectsb yac-apy-
TOiA, 4TOOBI 3a0BITHCSI CHOM, KOTOPBII BEPHET €€ K CYACTBIO. ..

Enuzasera ciana. ['yObl ee 4yTh Apoxaiiu, OyITO OHa YTO-TO HIENTaNa Wi yiabioanacs. Canos-
HUK IIPOTHAJ CBOETO HE B MEPY I'OJIOCUCTOTO MOAPYYHOTO, 1 HIYTO OoJiee He TPEBOXKMIIO CHA MMITepa-
Tputibl. OHa He CIbIIaa, KaK CKPUITHYJI IPaBUiA HA JOPOKKE MO YbUMHU-TO OCTOPOKHBIMU IIIATaMH.
[laru nporenecTesnn v 3aMepiu MOJL €€ OKHOM.

k% %k

YeoBek, MpUILESNINI 1071 OKHAa TaBprUuecKoro ABOpIIA, ONACIUBO OINISIHYJICS U CKJIOHUIICS K
kiymoOe. B camoM fienie — Bce cMSITO, a XpyIKUe He3a0yIKH, JIIOOUMBbIE IIBETHI MIMIIEPATPHIIbI, U BOBCE
cioMaHbl. MOXXHO TIOZyMarth, 4TO 371eCh KaTajlach-Baisiiach codaka. Ho cobaku psimom ¢ umriepatop-
CKHMM JIBOPIIOM IO HOYaM MPOCTO TaK He OeraioT, Bce OHU 3allepThl WK B MOKOSIX CBOMX XO35IEB, UIIH
Ha TicapHe, a Opofsure MaBKy clofga U Ou3Ko He nmoaxonsat. Her, ato He cobaka... UyTh B cTOpoHe
OT CMATBHIX IIBETOB HA 3eMJIC OTIIEYATAJICS] CTPAHHBIN KPYIUIblid ciie. M 9To He ciiefn Jiambl, a clie
Kaomyka!

YesoBek mIsHY Ha cBOoM Horu. Ha Hem ObUIM camoru TOYHO ¢ TaKUMHM ke KaOimykamu. OH
TOJIBKO HEJJABHO COIIIEJT C KOHS U ellle He OTCTEerHYJI IIIOPBL. A BOT ¥ 00pO3/1a OT IINOPHI TPOTSIHYIACh
10 3eMJIE...
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YesioBek NOAHSLI rooBy. Bece OKHa 3aTBOPEHBI, KpPOME OJHOIO — BO BTOPOM 3Take. Tam oro-
YMBAJIbHA rocyaapsiHu EnnzaBersl ANEKCEEBHBI.

OnounBaibHs... 11 OKHO ee — HacTeXb... A CI€A-TO COBCEM CBEXKUU... XM...

Bor 1ebe u «xm»!

UYenosek Opocuiicst 6exath. Terepb OH He 3a00THIICS 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH, CIIela J100paThCsl 10
CBOEro KOH$1 ¥ THATh BO BCIO MPbITh B MpamMopHslii ABopel. I'paBuil rpomko xpycres, Ho Ennzasera
criasia Tak Kperko, 4To ee HUUTO He 0OECTIOKOMIIO.

Ho con ee okazasics Ob1 6e33a00TeH KyJa MeHee, eClii Obl OHa 3HaJIa, YTO TIOJ €€ OKOIIIKOM
TOJILKO 4YTO MOOBIBAN YesioBek 1o dammmu bayp. Cam no cebe oH HUYero co0oi He TpeICTaBIIs,
Jaker, 300071, KaKuX MPH ABOPE BOIMJIOCH MHOXKECTBO (COOCTBEHHO, MHBIX TIOYTH U HE BOIU-
JI0Ch), HO OH 3HAYMJICS aJbIOTAHTOM BEJIMKOro KHs3s KoHCTaHTHMHA, KOTOPOMY MOIpaXxas BO BCEM,
BIUIOTH 10 Meniovedt. A BoT KoHcranTtuH... O, 310 OblIa (prrypa odenb Hermpoctasi! Hempocras u
ornacHas!

— Cemenosa niepeierossieT [lepioy, BoT yBuaure!

— Hy, 6pocbTe. AnekcanaprHa 4y0 Kak XOpolla BO BCAKOU poir, a CeMeHoBa co3/1aHa JIUIIb
TSI BHICOKOTIAPHOCTH.

— Tsl mymaeiib, 3T0 BHICOKONAPHOCTH?! A BCIIOMHHU, KaK IPOKaJl €€ roJIoc, KOrjia OHa FOBOpUJIA:

Kax uacmo ¢ bepez06 unu ¢ 8blcokux 2op

A 6 mope cunee moii npocmupana 63op!
Tam kadxcovlii 6an 80anu MHe NEHOK CE0eH
Ka3zancs napycom, nadesxcooro moero.

Ho, msicko onycmsco K 2ayOOKOMY NecKy,
I1o cepouy pazausan MHe MPauHyO MOCKy...

Kakas xe 310 BricokonapHocTh? MictuHHOE 4yBcTBO! A Kak oHa cMoTpesa Ha Punrasa!

— SIkoBNIeB M B caMOM Jiesie KpacaBuuK. He Oyab OH akTep, TaMbl 3-3a HETO AyJIU YCTPauBaJIn
Obl!

— Hambr? Qysmu u3-3a Mmyxunnbi?! He nepesxut Obl, KISTHYCh, paHbIIe 3aKOJI0JICS Obl KUHKA-
JIoM, Koryia O y3HaJ1, 4TO MOsI, CKaXeM, MepCoHa ciesiasiach TPUIMHOM IAMCKOW Ty3JT1 U TaKOTO Tajie-
HUs OecriofoOHOM, YyTHOM, 000)KaeMON MHOIO KeHCTBEHHOCTH !

— [1aB70B, THI HE TPEBOXKBCSI, TOMYOUHK, TBOS [IEPCOHA MPUYMHOIO KEHCKOTO pasJiaja He CTaHeT
BOBEKH!

Kpyrom 3axoxoramu — ceii [1aBjioB ObU1 MaopOCIIbIM, XyAbIM, KYPHOCHIM, BECHYIITYAThIM, TIPH
3TOM €ro I00POAYyIINe Ka3aJ0Ch HEUCCSIKAEMbIM, OTTOTO OH XOXOTaJl CEfiYac BMECTE CO BCEMHU.

Anekceit OXOTHHKOB TOXe O€30TUETHO YJBIOHYJICS, XOTsS HACTPOEHHE €ro COBCEM He pacro-
Jarano K Becesbio. HeiHue paszbesn y Bombimoro Kamennoro tearpa, KOTOpbiid ObLT BO3BEAEH apXu-
TekTopoM Toma e TOMOHOM M cuuTascs caMbIM MpeKpacHbiM B EBporne (roBOpWjM, YTO HUYETO
MOI0OHOTO HET Aaxe cpelu ABaauaru teaTpos [lapmxka, KoTopeiMu ctonuia OpaHIuK cKopee 3arpo-
MOJIEHa, YeM yKpailleHa!), 3arsaHyncs. Tak Bcerga ciyyaercsl 1ocie IIPeMbep: 3pUTeNd rajiepKu
U CTOSYMX HWKHMX MECT MeperoBapyBasIMCh, EPEKPUKUBAIUCDH, 3aTOpakuBas JOPOry Kaperam, B
KOTOPBIX pa3be3Kasach CAHOBUTAsI 3HaTh. B 3a11e ObLI0 HE 10 pa3roBOpoOB, TaKasi TaM LIApUJIa TECHOTA,
SIOJIOKY, TIPSAIMO CKaXeM, Herjie YacTh: 3a OWJIEThl MEepeKyIIIMKaM IJIaTUIM OrPOMHBIE JIEHbIH, 32
KOHTPaMapKH JaBajii B3ATKH, PEBBIIAIOIIME Jake CTOMMOCTh OUJIETOB Y MEPEKYMIUKOB, HA CTOSI-
YHMX MECTax yKe 3a yac JI0 HauaJla MpeACTaBIeHNs HApOJl HAIIOMUHAJI CeJIeIOK, HAMMXaHHBIX B OOUKY
BHU3 XBOCTaMH 1 BBEPX IOJIOBAMH C HAMBBICIIIEW CTEMEHbIO IJIOTHOCTH, TajlepKa rpo3uiia 0OBaIUThCS
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TOJT TSKECTHIO HAOMBIIIMXCS Ty/1A XKaJAHBIX 3pUTeNieid... B Takoi Toiuee MyapeHo pasmiisiieThb Ty, KOTO-
PYIO TaK XOTEJIOCh YBUIETb...

Anekceill B3IOXHYJI. B TO# JloXke, B KOTOPOW oHa OOBIYHO ObIBajia ¢ MyXkeM, ee HhIHYE HE OKa-
3asock. Cymnpyra ee — Toxe. Ho 310 BoBce He 3HaumIIo, uTo ee He Obuto B Tearpe. Harama — Haranbs
[omunpiHa, Ky3uHa AJieKkcesl M HauTydIlast oJpyKKa ero AeTCTBa, IOHOCTU M BCEH XKU3HU — KaK-To,
CJIOBHO HEB3HAUai, 0OMOJIBUIIACH, UYTO MHOTA OHA SIBJISIETCS B TeaTP MHKOTHUTO, TIEPEOAEBIIINCH TaK,
YTO HUKOMY U B TOJIOBY HE MPUJIET 3aroI03pUTh, UTO JIama, TIOX0oXask Ha O0raTylio BIOBY, ellle He /10
KOHIIa CHSIBIIYIO TPAyp, B TEMHOM, XOT$I M POCKOIITHOM IUIAThe CO CKPOMHBIM JIEKOJIbTE, C HEOOJBIIOM
OeprJUTOBOM TUPJISHAON B TJIAJIKO TIPUYECAHHBIX BOJIOCAX (YyIMIIOCh, OHA HaJesla BEeHOUEeK U3 He3a-
OyII0K), — He TIPOCTO Aama, a... BOT pa3Be uTo Te, KTO CITy4aiiHO 3arIsiIbIBaIl B €€ 1J1a3a, N3yMIISUIHCh,
HACKOJIbKO IIBET OEPUJIJIOB COBIA/IAN C LIBETOM 3TUX IJ1a3, TOXKE HATIOMUHAIOIINX HE3a0yIKH.

Anekcelt ¢ nocagoi KauHyo1 rojioBoi. [JJaMel B He3a0yaKax OH HeIHYE He BUjen. MoXeT ObITb,
MIPOCTO He pasIJIsifies, XOTs Ky/a yalle HalpasJisiyl JOPHET Ha JIOXKH U PsifIbl, & He Ha CLICHY. A MOXeET,
OHa OfieNiach MHa4e TUM BedepoM? XOTs HeT, HEeT, B30p BIIOOJIEHHOTO Y3HaJ Obl ee B II0OOM Hapsije!

A BAPYT KTO-TO 3amof03puJI, YTO OHa TaliHO ObIBaeT 3aech? M 06 sToM noHecnu ee myxy? U
OH YBHJEJI B TOM HE YUCTYIO CTPACTh K MCKYCCTBY, a HEUTO npegocyautenasHoe? M 3anpernn ObiBaTh
Ha MpeCTaBIeHusX ?

Heuro npepocynurensHoe...

Ho ut0, ecu u B camoMm Jienie Tak? UTo, eciu oHa mpreskaer B TeaTp il YIOBJIETBOPEHUS
Hekoel TaiiHou cTpactu? Eciii BeeT ee He M0O0Bb K MCKYCCTBY, a JIDOOBB K MTPEKPacHOMY COOOM
aktepy SkoBneBy? M3BeCTHO, UTO MHOTHE KEHIIIMHBI U3 OOIIECTBA 110 HEMY C YMa CXOASIT HE B CHJIaX
O710J1eTh COCJIOBHBIX MIPE/IPACCYAKOB, COITIACHO KOTOPBIM aKTepBhl, IyCTh JJake ¥ CaMble TIepBOCTATEH-
HbIE, CYyTh OCOOBI MTpe3upaemble... [0BOpAT Jaxke, 4To cama cecTpa rocyaaps UMIlepaTopa, BeIruKast
kHspkHa ExatepuHa, aeBuIia cTosb ke Oe3paccyaHasi, CKoJb U KpacuBasi, K SIKOBJIeBy HEpaBHOLYIIIHA.
BecnipecranHble Hae3/bl BEJIMKOUM KHSKHBI B TEATP CTAJIM yXKe IPUTUYEH BO SI3bIIIEX: BCSKUM CTIEKTAKJIb
Moceniaer, a He ToJIbKO npeMbepHbiil! Uto, eciu u ona?..

AJniekceil ¢ HerojjoBaHreM KauHyJs rojioBoi. Kak cmeer oH nopo3peBath? Kak cmeer mymarhb
Takoe o Heii?!

U 1yT TOCKA €ro B3sj1a, MOTOMY 4TO OH BOOOIIE HE CMEJI O Heli TyMarh...

Oo6ypeBaeMblii 3TOI TOCKOW, OXOTHUKOB OTCTaJl OT KOMIIAHUM ApY3ei-KaBalieprapiaoB, KOTO-
pble OIIMH 3a APYTUM YCOKUBAKChH HA JIMXayel (4TO U TOBOPUTh, PACTOPOITHBIM M3BO3YHMKAM B TIpe-
MbEpHBIE JIHU YIaBAJIOCh O30JI0TUThCS ) M, MUHOBAB JIBE «I'PEJIKH» |, KOM B CTy/IEHbIe Beuepa HapOYHO
yCTpauBaJia JUPEKIHs Tearpa, CBEpPHYJI B IPOYJIOK.

3pech ObUIO TeMHOBaTo — (hOHApU TOpenu 4epe3 OoavH. Bupaarh, (poHAPIIMK HEpaaWBBIM
nionasicst. OOBIYHO OHU MpUJIeKHBI! AJIeKcell BCTIOMHMII, Kak, prexaB B CaHkT-IleTepOypr u3 cBoeit
BOPOHEKCKOM ITyXOMaHH U €Ille He BIOJTHE OOKHMBIIKCH B OOJIBIIIOM TOpOJE, JIIOOWI, JIUIIbh CTEMHEET,
BBIITH Ha YJHILy, YTOOB HaOmoaath 3a (poHapumkamMu. OH1 cOOMpaTUCh KyUYKaMH Ha TIEPeK PecTKax,
MIPUCTATBHO BIVISIIBIBASICH B CTOPOHY Bosbioit MOpCKOWA: JIUIIIb TOJIBKO TaM MOSIBUTCS] CUTHAJIBHBIN
KpacHBI II1ap Ha KaJlaH4e, KaK OHU, B3BAIMB Ha [JIEYM CBOM JIECEHKH, OTITPABATCS 3KUraTh (hOHAPH,
MIPUXBATUB C COOOM M CBUTKU pOroxu. Exo (hoHapIMKY MPUK PHIBAIOT (hOHAPH OT BETpa, KOTa 3acBe-
YHMBAIOT UX...

ChIpOCTHIO 1 XOIOJOM Hecsio oT HeBbl, HO AJiekcel yripsiMo 1ies K HabepesxHou. Emy xoTtenoch
npoiti Mumo 3umHero. Ecim yx He yBunen ee BOIM3HM, TO XOTh U3JaJH B3IJISTHYTD Ha...

CTyK KONBIT NepeOusI MBICTH: €ro HaroHsiia kapera. O0bexaB AJlekcesl, OHa OCTAHOBUJIACH Y
KPOMKH MOCTOBOM, COBCEM psiIoM. [IBepiia mpuoTBopuiiach ObUIO, TOTOM CHOBA 3aKkpbuiack. OH U3
TMOOOIBITCTBA 3aME/ITUJI IIIark, MOTOM MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO M3 KAPEThl 32 HUM HAOJIIOIAI0T CKBO3b 3a/1-

! «FpenKaMH» 3BAJIUCh OCOOEHHBIE KpyIJible 6CC6HKI/I, B KOTOPBIX pa3BOAUIU KOCTPHI, 4TOOBI BO3JIE HUX MOIJIN MOrpeTbCd BO3YUKU
HAa€MHBIX KapeT, Ky4ue€pa, KOTOPbIE [IPUBE3JIN CBOUX I'OCIIOA B T€ATP, a TaKXKE IpUCIyra.
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Hee OKOIIEeYKO. B momyTbMe KOJIBIXHYJIOCh UTO-TO Oesiecoe, OH JOTaIaicsl, YTO CIIBUHY/IA 3aHABECKY,
KOTOpasi OKOIIIKO 3aCJIOHSIIA, ¥ CMOTPST Ha HETO.

«XM, Kak Obl HE PeIuIi, YTO 51 CTPYCHJI, KOJIM 3aMeIJTIIICs | » — rmogyMain AJieKceill 3aHOCUMBO
Y YCKOPWJI IIIary, OHAKO TYT e COOOpasml, YTO ero OBICTPOTA TOKE BIIOJIHE MOKET ObITh paclieHEeHa
Kak naHvka. Terepb OH mevaral mar, CJIOBHO Ha rapajie, U 4yTh JIM TPyAb KOJIECOM He BBIIISTYMBAI.
Bririsinen, HaBepHOe, TPErIyIo, IOHMMAJ 3TO, OHAKO HAYETo MojieiaTh ¢ COOOM He MOT': HEBEIOMO
KaK TOHsLJI, YTO U3 KapeThl CAeAUT 32 HUM Aama. [IpucraibHoe keHCKoe BHUMaHUE BCe ellle TOBep-
rajio ero nopow B caMoe HECYCBETHOE CMYIIEHUE, XOTsI IOHOIIECKash CKPOMHOCTbh JJABHO OCTaJIach
0331 BMECTe C 3aTSIHYBIIEWCS] HeBUHHOCTBIO. Hy UTO X, CTOJIMYHAS KU3Hb CBOETO TpeOyeT: MHO-
roe mpuoOpeTaenib — U MHoroe Tepsieiiib. C JPyroil CTOPOHBI, He TaKOe yXK 3TO OJlaro, HEBUHHOCTD,
YTOOBI IM BCEPbE3 JOPOKHUTH, KOO B3aMEeH MPUXOOUT OMBIT. [IpaBaa, MpUXOAUT OH pyKa 00 PYyKy C
Hen30eKHBIM CITyTHUKOM CBOMM — LIMHU3MOM, OJJHAKO CEH LIMHU3M BJIPYT, BHE3AITHO, HEOKHUIAHHO
pazouBaeTcs BIpeOe3rn 0 HeKyI0 BCTpedy, O HeKUH CliepBa MUMOJIETHBIH, a TOTOM BHUMATEIbHBIMH,
HACTOPOKEHHBIN — U HAKOHEIl OTK POBEHHBIN B3TJISI]I, TIOCJIE KOETO TBOSI )KU3Hb TIEPEKUIBIBACTCS C HOT
Ha TOJIOBY, BCE MJIET KYBBIPKOM, BCE MEIIAETCS, Thl TOPHIIIb B CMEPTENILHON JIMXOPAAKE — M TIPU STOM
TaK CYACT/IMB, KaK ellle He ObIBAJIO U, KOHEUHO, yke He OyeT ¢ To0oi. Thl 1axke BOOOPa3UTh Mpesk/ie
HE MOT, YTO JIIOIU BOOOIE CHIOCOOHBI MCTIBITHIBATH TAKOE CYACTHE, TAKOM BOCTOPT, U Thl HAKOHEI
JOTabIBACIILCS, YTO TO MOCETHIA TeOst BEKOBEYHAsI MEUTa TBOSI — JIIOOOBb...

Kak Bcerga 310 ciy4anock, CTOMIO JIMIIb AJIEKCeI0 3ayMaThCsi O CBOeH JI0OBH, O TOM, KOTO-
pyto oH 000%ka, — U OH 3a0bLT 000 BCceM Ha cBeTe. KpoBb 3aiymerna B yiax, 3arjiyiiasi BCe WHbIS
3BYKH, a TIOTOMY OH HE pacClIbIall, KaK JABepla KapeThl CHOBA PaclaxHyJach, pa3aaics Kakou-TO
TAaMHCTBEHHBIN I1I€JIeCT, a TIOTOM BJIACTHBIN KEHCKUI T0JIOC TTPOU3HEC:

— Cynapsb, U3BOJIbTE OCTAHOBUTHCS.

Anekceit 6e30TUETHO cliesia ellie HECKOJBKO IIIaroB ¥ 3amMep, TOIBKO KOT/Ia roJIoC HETepIeInBO
BO3BBICHJICS:

— 51 k Bam oOpainaock, rocroiuH KaBaieprapi!

OH oGepHyJcs. M3 kapeTsl BRICYHY/IAch (bUTypa B U€PHOM ILIallle ¢ KarooHOM. V3-1oj1 Hero
MepIia OBaJ JIMIIA, HO YepT pasIyIseTh B BeuepHeM Mpake ObUI0 HeBO3MOXHO. [la, moxoxe, 1ama
HE CIelInIa BBICTABISATh ceOsl HAMOKAa3, Uy AJIeKcesi MeIbKHYJIa MBICITb, YTO KapeTa He MPOCTO TaK
OCTaHOBHJIACh MMEHHO TI0]] HETOoralieHHBIM (DOHApEM.

Wnm on Bee BoigymbIBaeT? Haramka, Ky3uHa, Bcerja 3Bajia ero BbIIYMIIUKOM... MOKeT ObITb,
€My IIPOCTO YYyIUTCS HEYTO TAMHCTBEHHOE B 3TOM YEpPHOI KapTepe, B (pUrype, OKyTaHHOH IIalloM,
B OJIeTHOM TISITHE JIMIIA — [TOTOMY UYIUTCS, YTO OH JKUBET B aTMOC(epe TAHBIX KeJTaHUH U TAWHBIX
MX BOIUIOUIEHUH YK KOTOPBIA MECHIL... )KUBET U HE KEJIAeT HUYEro MHOro!

OpHako B rojoce, KOTOPBIA €ro Mo3Bajl, HeT HUYero TamHCTBEHHOro. OOBIYHBINA TOJIOC, TIPH-
Ha/JIeKAIIMA HEMOJIOION MOYTEHHOM jaMe, CY/sl M0 HETOPOIUIMBOCTU, C KAKOW OHA CITyCTHJIACh C
KapeTHOM MOIHOKKK Ha MocToBYyI0. HaBepHoe, kameprcTKa 3HATHOW TOCTIOXU.

— CynapbiHsi, TPOIIy IPOCTUTh MEHsI, — BEpHYJICS AJlekcel K Kapete. — 1 1mien 3aayMaBIIich
Y HEe TOTYAC BaC yCIbIat. Yem Mory CiyXuTb?

— C Moeil rocnoxoil HecuacTbe, — MPOroBOpuJIa 1ama B ruiaie. — OHa JIMIuIach COZHAHUS, U
sl HUKaK He MOTY IIPUBECTH €€ B UyBCTBO. 51 O0I0Ch exaTrh Jajiblie: Kak Obl el He CTaJIo BOBCE IyPHO
OT TpsickH. B kapeTe yITHO, BEIHECTH ObI €€ XOTh Ha MUHYTOYKY Ha YJIUILY, OHAKO Y MEeHsI He XBATUT
cuit... He cormacumick Obl BBl TOMOYb, cyaaph? Bynbre MutocepaHsl!

Anexceit 6pocu1 B3MJIsA HA Kydepa ¢ MOIIHOI ocaHkow. Cyas Mo IMUpUHE ero Iuied, cero
MAJIOTO He 3aTPYAHMIIO OBl JIOIIA/Ib MIEPETAIUTh B OXAIKe Yepes3 JIyXKy, a He TOJIbKO OeCIyBCTBEHHYIO
JaaMy BbIHECTH M3 KapeThl. Ho, BO3MOXHO, 3Ta KaMEepHUCTKa He XOUeT, YTOOBl BBICOKOPOTHOM J1aMBbl
KOCHYJIUCh PYKH ITPOCTOJTIOIMHA?

Cam Asnekceil OTHOCWICS K COCJIOBHBIM TIpepaccyikaM ¢ U3PSAHON UPOHUEH, rojiarasi, 4to
BCE JIIOIU — eTH oqHOro TBOpIIa, U3 TOM e MePCTH 3eMHOM UM COTBOPEHBI, U KUIUTHCS 3aCITyraMu
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1 OOraTCTBOM IPEIKOB, & HE CBOUMHU JIOOJIECTSIMU CMEIITHO, OTHAKO OTKa3bIBaTh AaMe B IIOMOIIH He
crai. OH CTynuJI Ha OAHOXKKY KapeThl, CAesall elle 1ar U, O4yTUIICS BHYTPH, B TEMHOM KaMOPOUKE,
cpa3y ke IIOlyMaB, YTO 3/IECh B CAMOM Ji€JIe HEMY/PEHO YYBCTB JIMLIMTHLCS, TaK BCE MPOIUTAHO 3ara-
XOM po3. ¥ AJjiekces 1axe B ropJsie 3anepiimio.

— Yro 51 10JKEH cieniath? — CIPOCKJI OH, TOTyOOEpHYBIIUCH K JaMe-KaMepUCTKE, YBEPEHHBI,
YTO OHA BOLIJIA B KapeTy 3a HUM CJIE/IOM, OHAKO YBHUJEJ, YTO Ta OCTaJlaCh CHApYy:KH, HABEPHOE,
pelmB, 4To TPOUM TyT OyeT TecHo. Hy 4To %k, OHa Be/ib CKa3aja, YTo rOCIoKy HYKHO BBIHECTH Ha
BO3yX. 3psi, KOHEUHO, CTy)KaHKa 3aXJIOMHY/Ia ABEpPh: HU MpoOJiecKa cBeTa, Kak Obl He HACTYIUThb
JaMe Ha IiaThe!

OH Harmpsr 3peHue, MbITasICh MPUBBIKHYTh K TEMHOTE, OTHAKO B STOT MUT CJIYIHJIOCh HEUTO YK
BOBCE CTpaHHOE: KapeTa TpoHyJachk. Jla kak cropo! C mecra Jiomma M peichio B3suid !

— Yro %k Takoe?! — BOCKJIMKHYJI AJIEKCel yAUBIIEHHO, MbITAsICh YIEpkKaTh paBHOBECHE U XBaTa-
SICh 32 HU3KUM, OOUTHIN IJIOTHBIM IIIEJIKOM TIOTOJIOK KapeThl. — OcraHoBure!

— A 3auem? — MOCIBIIAJICS PSIIOM XPUTUIOBATHIH, CIIOBHO OBl 3arTyIIIEHHBI CMEXOM KEHCKHIA
roJIoc, a MOTOM YbH-TO PYKH OOXBaTH/IM AJIEKCes 3a TaJMIO U TIOTSHYJIN BHU3.

OT u3yMIIeHHSI OH HE yIEePKaJICS U TIOBAJIMIICS UyTh JIM He TutaniMs. JIOKOTb ero ynapusicst 060
YTO-TO MATKOE — Ha CYaCThe, OH MIOHSUI, YTO 3TO HE Ube-TO TEJIO, a MbIIHAsA 00MBKa Kpecna. Konenom
OH TOKE yIepcs B CUIEHbE, HO TOTUYAC €r0 KOJIEHO ObLIO TUIOTHO CTUCHYTO, M OH OIIAJIENI0 COOOpa3u,
YTO YrOIWJI CBOEH HOTOM Mek/1y HOraMH BOJIbITOTHO PACKUHYBIIEHUCS TaMBbl.

— O cynapwHs, mpocTUTe! — TPOOOPMOTAT OH, HE COOOpaKasi, YTO TOBOPUT, MBITASICh OTTOJIK-
HYTBCS OT CIIMHKY ¥ KaK-HUOY/Ib BRIIPSMUTBCS, HO €T0 MPOAOJIKAIN JepKaTh U PyKaMU, ¥ KOJICH MU
BechMa Kpernko. Jla erre u ryosl skapKo MOACYHYIUCh K CAMOMY JIMITY U IISTHYJIH:

— He otnymty, nokyna Tel MeHs1 He TIOIIETyerIb !

Bripouem, xaTh ero nouenys HE3HaKOMKa HE CTajia, a Tak W BIWJIACh B YAUBJIEHHO MOIYOT-
KPBITBI AJIEKCEEB POT.

Ox, KaKue y Hee OKa3aJvch IyObl U Kakou s3er9ok! Hy He aHresiom ObLT HAIll TePOi, OTHIONb HE
aHTeJIOM U He cBATHIM. [lepBble, Kak M3BECTHO, OECIIONBI, @ BTOPBIE UCKYIIATUCS-TAKU, BO3BMHTE XOTb
CBATOro AHTOHHUSA, 4 MOXET, 1 HE AHTOHUI 3TO ObUI, AJIEKCEl HaXOAWJICA CEfYac He B TOM COCTOSI-
HuM, 4ToOb YeTsr-MuHen? BCIOMUHATH, BCE B HEM TaK M COIPOTHYJIOCh, TaK W B3bsIpuiioch! Thma,
U TailHa, U apoMaT 3TOT, MIOUYTH CMEPTEJIbHBIN I10 TYCTOTE, B KOTOPBIII TOHKOW CTPYHKOM BJIMBAJICS
ellle Y MPSHBIN 3arax pa30XOTUBIIENCS KeHIUHBL... OHa MOTHSIA I0OKY 1 BBITYCTHJIA KOJIEHO AJIeK-
cesl U3 TUIeHA CBOMX KOJIeH. Terneps HOrM ee ObLIM IMIMPOKO Pa3BUHYTHI, OHA MOMMaIa ero JIaJIoHb U
TIOJIOXKMJIA HA CBOE OOHAXUBILIEECs TeJI0. TeruIblil ek KOXH, MATKasl IepcTKa MeKAyHOXKb... HeT,
Hy KTO yctosist Ob1?! KTo He corren Ob1 ¢ yma? [lake BIOOICHHBIA phIllapb, BECh TIO3THYECKH BO3BBI-
IIIEHHBIN B JKaKJIe COXPAHUTh BEPHOCTb CBOEH €IMHCTBEHHO! MPEKPACHOM J1aMe, CIIOCOOeH MOTEPSITh
paccyloK, Koraa rnepej HUM TakOH IIBETOK MOXOTH pacKpbiBaeTcsi!

AJlekcell yke He OTPBIBAJICS OT ITUX MYUHTENILHBIX TYO — HY U TOLIEyd ObUIA, OH CTOHAJT OT
©0JH, HO MpepBaTh X HE XBATAJIO CHJI, — & PyKaMU TaK M OXaXUBAJI €€ OTKPHITOE ecTecTBO. benpa
HE3HAKOMKM XOJYHOM XOAWJIM, OX, Kakasl IUISICYHbsl €My IOIasach, a Majblbl JIOBKO PACCTETHY/IN
KPIOYKH Ha ero Oeqpe, ¥ JJOCUHbI AJieKcesl pacrnaxHyJuck. M cnacu6o, He TO MOpBAIMCh ObI IOJI HATIO-
POM TOT0, YTO BMHT BHIPBAJIOCh OTTY/IA, PACIIPSIMUIOCH U OYPHO YCTPEMHUIIOCH OBLIIO B KEHCKOE Cpe-
J0TOYHE, OTKY/AA MaxJIO COBEPIIEHHO FOJIOBOKPYKUTEIBHO, Y TTAJIbIIbI AJIEKCEs] MUTOM CTAJIU BIIAXKHBI,
TaK ’KapKo, HETEPIIEIMBO €0 KAAJIM. .

W Brpyr ee pyka ynepnaach eMy B KHBOT, a I'yObl, TpepBaB MOy, IPUIbHYIHU K YXY:

— Ioronu. Henw34. S nesuna.

U tenepb AJiekcell MOHsI, YTO BCe MpeblIyIIve U3yMJIeHHs, KOTOpbIe OH MCIIBITANI BO BpeMsI
9TOr0 BHE3AIHOTO MPHKJIIOYEHUsI, ObUTH MPOCTO HIMYEM IO CPABHEHUIO C TEM OIIETIOMJIEHUEM, KOTO-

% Yerbu-MuHen — COOPHUK JKUTHii PA3IAUHBIX CBATHIX.

10



E. ApcenbeBa. «TaifHbIN Tpex UMIIepaTPUIIbD»

poe Ha Hero Tak 1 pyxHyno. CJIoBO yecTH, eci Obl eMy ceifuac Ha ToJIOBY CBAJIMJICSI HEBECTh OTKYAa
OyJIBIKHHK, U TO MEHBIIIE OIIAPAITHAIIO OB

Hesunia?! U smakue nogxoauni?! Kakoro, ¢ Bariero no3posenusi, uepra?!

— Ho Tb1 He TpeBOXbCsI, — CHOBA JKaPKO 3alllenTajia OHa, — 51 TeOst pa3yIoBOIBLCTBYIO. Thl TOJBKO
MeHS CITyIaucs, ¥ Bce Oyner cnaako. Ho ¢ioBo fai, Yto He M3HACHIIbHUYACIIIb, & TO MHE XOTh B TPO0!

— Haiwo... 6epy... — mpodiest Aniekcel, BpsI JIu COOOpaXxaBIlnid, 4TO OH ToBoput. — He 0Oy...
HE W3HA...

TyT oHa B3sJ1a €ro 3a U3HBIBAOIIEE OT KEJIAHUS €CTECTBO U MPHUHSIIACH JIACKATH, TIOCIIE Yero
TMOCJIeJHAE OCTAaTKM Pa3yMa B IOJIOBE HAILETO TepOsi PACCEsTHCh.

Hy, rocriona xoporiue... MoxeT, oHa 1 BIpsIMb ObLIa ICBHIIA, OJHAKO Y CAMBIX U30IIPEHHBIX
IIUTIOX HE BCTpevasl AJIeKCel TaKMX MajbleB, Kak y Hee. YTo K OHa STMMU NMaJIbUMKaMU BHITBOpsia!
V3K OHa ero pacnajJieHHbId CTPACThIO Y[ IaJuia-TIania, KPyTHIa-KpyTHia, J1a pyd TOM U TaK U
CSIK €ro K CBOeMy JIOHY MPHJIaKUBAIA, YyTOUKY IyCTHUT B ce0sl — M TOTYAC BHIJICPHET, U TIOTOM CHOBA
Hy ce0s1 OXaXHMBaTh IO CAaMOMY TalHOMY MECTEUKY, Ja IO KpaellKy, Aa K CepeMHKe MPUKUMATh
MYKCKOE OpyaHe, [a JJACKaeT UM U TaK M CSK cedsi, a camMa TO B3BU3THET, TO 3aCTOHET, TO IIAIHET
Anekcest 3yOKamMH 32 BOPOT MyH/IMPa, TO HAUYHET TyObl KaBajieprapyia Kycarh... VI3Hypuia ero u cama
W3HYPHWJIACh, KIaTh OOJbIIe He ObLTIO CHJT HU Y Hee, HU Y Hero. BoT oHa 3a0uiiack, 3ampseiraia, 3aBblia,
MPUKYCUB MOYKY AJIeKceeBa yXa, M OH OT CJIaiKoi 60 Tak 1 u3Bepres... Ho, XoTh Bpoae Obl oUTH
0e3 co3HaHus ObLI, BCe K€ TMOYYBCTBOBAN, KaK OHA M3-TIO]] HErO BBICKOJIb3HYJIA, OTOIBUHYJIACH, U TO,
YTO OH M3JIWJI U3 ce0sl, TIoNnaso el B I00KH, a He B CaMOe OIaCHOE U PUCKOBAHHOE MECTO.

U s1a ee Tpe3Bas 0CTOPOKHOCTH AJieKcest CIIOBHO JIeAsSHOU BOJIor okatuiia. CTpacTb U MOXOTh
B €JUHYIO0 CEKYH/Iy BBIBETPWJIMCH W3 TOJIOBBI U U3 TeJA... — C JIPYroi CTOPOHBI, MTOYYHJI CBOE, YEero
K TeTepb-TO Pa3HEeKUBATHCA?! — OH UyTh OTCTPAHUJICS, MOTBITAIICS PACHIPSAMUTH 3aTEKIIUE KOJICHH,
HO He yAepKaJiCsl M UyTh He yIaJl Ha Hee.

— TlobepesxHeli, MIJIOCTHBBINA TOCYIaph, — CKa3ajla OHAa HACMEIUIMBO U HECKOJIbKO 3arlbIXaB-
ek (Hy, paBo xe, Obut0 ¢ yero!!!). — He To 1o nomy He nojere.

AJekceil MOTYa BO3WIICS C 3aCTeKKAMHU JIOCUH, COBEPIIIEHHO He TIPeACTABIsAS], YTO TOBOPHTb.
ToYHO Tak e OH He TPEICTABIIS, UTO Tereph AesaTh.

Omna Ha3zHauuT HOBYIO BCTpeuy? Wiy OH 0JKeH CIpOCUTb, KOTJa OHU BCTPETATCS BHOBb?

Ho oH He 3HaJ, X0UeT Ji1 3TOro, BOT B 4eM Oena!

Yro xe nenats? Yto?!

OpnHako Bce pelieHo ObUIo 3a Hero, okasbiBaeTcsl. Kapera octaHOBMIach Tak ke HEOKUAAHHO,
KakK TPOHyJach. [IBepiia pacnaxnynach, 1 Ajiekcei OblT CXBayeH JIByMs MOLITHBIMU PYUHIIIAMU — 12
CTOJIb BHE3AITHO, UTO U PHIITHYTHCS HE yCIes, KaK OKa3aJicsl BBIBOJIOYEH M3 KapeThl U MOCTaBJIeH Ha
MOCTOBYI0. Te e py4MIly BUESMUIKCH B €r0 IJIeYr M HECKOJIBKO pa3 KPyTaHyJIH, Tak 4To AJIeKcen
HEJIeTIO 3aBepTesiCsl BOKPYT CBOEW OcH, OyTO MTPYIIeYHbIH BOTYOK. [010Ba y HEro Bce elne KpyKu-
JIach OT apoMaTta po3 M BOOOIIE OT BCETo STOr0 HEBEPOSITHOTO JTIOOO0AEHCTBA, TOTOMY HEYAUBUTEIBHO,
YTO OH MOTEPsT paBHOBECHE, U, TIOKA CHIIWJICSA HE PYXHYTh Ha3eMb, KapeTa TPOHYJIACh.

Jlomagy yHeCIuch Tak CIopo, YTo AJIEKCel ellle O9yXaThCsl He yCIesl, KaK OCTaJICs OJIUH B
KpOMeITHO# TeMHoTe. Baanmu mieckanack B 6eper Hea 1 BuieH ObLT OTOHEK, OTPaKaBIIHIACS B BOJIE.

Kyna 310 ero 3aBe3nu, boxe munocepaubiii? Y uro BooOime ObU10 conestHo?

Yro-yTo... IM MONO/IB30BaIMCh, KaK BEIIbIO, M BHIOPOCHIIM 3a MyIIeH HeHaJoOHOCThI0. Ero
M3HACWJIOBAIM — TIPUYEM CaMbIM HATypaibHbIM 00pa3zoMm!

YHu3mm, a OH-TO, IypakK, AyMas — PEeBO3HECIH. ..

X, eciu OBl y3HaTh, KTO OHa!

Hy u uro Anekceii cienan 0b1 Torga? CHOBa npeasicst Obl TOR e JypMaHHOM, TTOYTH HeecTe-
CTBEHHOM 1MOX0TH?

Hy, HeBetoMo, Kak OH MOCTYIUIT ObI, TOBTOPUCH BCe CITyCTsl HeKoTopoe Bpems. Ho ceituac, cuio
MUHYTY, CEfl MUT' — OH HEHaBUJIEJI 3Ty KEHIIUHY !
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[Tapnon, rocrona, — IeBUILy...
Hy, ciioBom, 3Ty HUTIOXY.

— ...WTak, moii 6pat porar... — 3aaymMunBo nmpodopmoTan KoHncrantuH. — Moit 6pat — poroHo-
cent! BorononoOHbIN AJleKCaHAp HAKOHEII-TO CHIOJOOMIICS 3BaHUSI CETO M YIOA0OMIICS OOJBITMHCTBY
MOJIIAaHHBIX CBOMX.

Bayp kanuisayn B 3aMemarenbctBe. OH He 3HaJI, Kak OTBETUTh. Ecii Obl BETMKUI KHSI3b 3710~
pagHo 3axoxoTtan — Bayp 3axoxotan Obl Toxe. D10 mpocto. Ho romoc rocroamHa 3Byvan Kak-ToO
CTPaHHO, HEOOBIYHO, Y AABIOTAHT HE TIPE/ICTABIISLII, YTO TOBOPUTD M KaK ceOs1 BECTH.

Ha, 3mopanctBa B rooce KoHcranTrHA He crblmaniock. [loxoxke, B Hem Oblia rnedanb. Bero
KU3Hb, CKOJIbKO KoHCTaHTMH cebst moMHWII, OH moOna Anekcanipa. VM He Tonbko mo-Oparcku, a
ele M TaK, Kak JIoOAT HACTOSIIME BEPHOMOIaHHBIE CBOEro rocyaapsi. KoHe4Ho, BCero HeCKOIbKO
neT Hazan Anekcanap i Opata Obu1 ipocto Camrkoid. Hy, Benkum kHs3eM, KOHCTaHTHH Toxe C
POXAEHHEM TMOMy4rT 3TOT TUTYJI. OpHako umenHo Caika sIBIIsICS IlecapeBUYeM — HacClleJHUKOM
MPECToIa, a 3HAYNT, OYAYIIUM UMIEPATOPOM, CAMOZIEPKIIEM BCEPOCCUNCKHM.

CHayana, Korjia moMpeT 3Ta pacilyTHasl CTapyXa, X HEIIOMEPHO 3aKUBILAsICS Ha cBeTe 0aldys
Exarepuna AnekceeBHa, nMrieparopom crader orel, [lasen IlerpoBud, Hy a Bcien 3a HUM — YK
HenpemeHHo Carikal!

C 31011 MBICITIBI0 KOHCTAaHTHH BHIPOC, U €My B TOJIOBY HE TPUXOIMIIO, YTO MOXKET ObITh MHAYE.
Harpumep, uto Bor okasascst HeclipaBelIuB K HEMY, C/IeJlaB €ro BTOPbIM CHIHOM, a HE TIEPBbIM, He
HACJIETHUKOM-11€CAPEBUYEM.

Ha ny! Eme HenocraBasno! Ilpecron — 310 Takas nokyka! BeyHo 3aHMMaTbhcsl KAKUMU-TO HYJI-
HBIMH JIeJlaMU, He UMesl HU MUHYTBI [UIs HACJIaKICHUH, KOTOpPBIE IIEIPOil PyKO rOTOBa OTMEPUTh
KU3Hb, — TOJIBKO ycrieBail npeaaBatbest MM! C Apyroil CTOpOHBI, CTapyXa-pacilyTHHULIA YMYApSeTCs
BCE COBMEIATh: U CTPaHy B3sUIa 32 FOPJIO MEPTBOM XBATKOW, U OT YAOBOJILCTBHI B BHIE OaOB U
MOJIOZIBIX JTIOOOBHUKOB HE OTKA3bIBAETCsI, HO CKOJIbKO HETOOpOXKeIaTeIbHBIX IJ1a3 Ha Hee YCTPEMIICHO !
CKoOJIbKO THYCHBIX IIETIOTKOB paszfaercst! Ckonbko xuxukanuil! Kak oGcachIBaloT, mpuuMOKHBast OT
3JI0pPAJICTBA, €¢ POMaH C 3TUM CllaiecHhKUM KpacaBurikoM [Inaroreir 3yooBbiM! Eciiu naxe chiH ee
MOPHIIAET, eCIU JIaXe BHYKH CO CMeXY MOKAThIBAIOTCSI, BOOOpaxast 6abyImio MbLTKOW IUTIOXOM, — YTO
K€ TOBOPUTH O TIPUJIBOPHBIX, KOTOPHIX XJIeOOM HE KOPMH, TOJBKO Jail MOCIUIETHUYATh O CHUIJIbHBIX
mupa cero? U koraa Ha TpoH B3oraeT Oatiomika [Tasern [TerpoBuy, a motom u Carka, ux kJIeT TOUHO
TaKasi e y4acThb: ObITh MPEeAMETaMH JTH300JIOICTBA BHEIITHETO U OCMESIHUS 3aKyJIMCHOTO.

Her, ®u3Hp nMniepatopa BoBce He Kazasiach 3aBuaHOM KoHcrantuny. Jlyuine ObITh BTOPBIM,
TPETHUM, TISITHIM B 3TOH YHBUIOW OYEpeIn K TPOHY. A ellie Jiydilie — BOBCE B Ceil 0Uepe il He CTOSTh.
KoHCTaHTHH OT AyIIu Hafesuics, YTO KOrga-HUOyIb Y HEro XBaTuT AYIIEBHBIX CHJI COOOIIUTH OTILY U
Opary, 4TO OH eJiaJl Obl 111 ce0s1 CBOOOTHOM ¥ CTIOKOMHOM K13HU. CaIllka-To ero MouMeT, KOHEUHO.
OH ¥ caM KOrJa-To MeuTasl YJaJIUThCS OT CYeThl IBOpa Kyda-HHOyAb Ha JIOHO INBEUIApPCKUX Top,
OKPYKEHHBIX 03epaMu. [1ocTpoUTh CKPOMHYIO XMKHMHY, YIUTh PHIOY CETbIO, YATATh BHICOKOMY/APbIE
KHUTY 1 TI0OOBAThCS PUPOAHBIME Kpacotamu. [IpaBzia, oH X0Test Obl )KUTh TaM, BAAJTH OT MUPCKOTO
1Iyma, He OIIuH, a C keHou, ¢ Enusaseroit... D1o emie Torna kaszanoch KOHCTaHTHHY MOpsAoYHON
nypsio. Koncrantun Jlynsy nHenaBuaen. OH BooOIIIe HEHaBUET TAKMX BOT TUXOHb. B THXOM omyTe
YepTH BOJSATCS, 9TO YK BceHenpeMeHHo! OH Bceraa 3Haj, 4To OT Hee MOJKHO KIaTh BCSIKOM MAKOCTH.
W y CKOJIBKO TaKUX MAKOCTeH oHa nmojacTpauBaial A Tenepb yBeHUaIa FOJIOBY UMIIEpaTopa poramu.
A KOpOHY-TO Ha porax HOCUTh HECTTIOCOOHO. ..

OH 32/1yMuMBO IMOCMOTpes Ha Baypa, KOTOpBIi Tak U €1 rOCTIOAMHA MPeJaHHBIMU I1a3amMu. [a,
HeTIpUsITHAs UCTOPUsI, HO, TIOXOXe, npapavBasi. He BepuTh agbioTanTy y KoHCTaHTHHA HE MMENOChH
HUKaKUX OCHOBAaHWI. Y€ MHOTO JIeT He ObUIO y HEero Ciayru BepHel, u bayp He pa3 jokasbiBal,
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YTO MPUXOTH CBOETO rOCIOIMHA OH TOTOB MCTIOJHSATS JIOOOW IIEHOW, MHOU pa3 J1axke eHOW KU3HH...
MIpaB/Ja, MOKa YTO HE CBOEH IMOKA YTO TOJIBKO KU3HSIMHU JIPYTMX OH OIUIAYMBaJl PUYYAbl BEJIUKOTO
KHs1351!

Mpeiciin KoHcTaHTHHA BUJIBHYJIM B ITpoLLIoe. BripoyeMm, He CTONb YK JaJIEKOe — eIle U LIECTH
JIeT ¢ Tex nop He MuHoBaso. Ha aBope crosino nero 1801 roga. HenaBHo onu — u cembst, u Poccust
— JIMIIWIMCh otia-rocyfaps. Mmneparop I[Nasesn [lerpoBuy ymep ot anoriekCM4eckoro yaapa... Xm!
Tak ObIJIO CKa3aHO HAPOMY, HO BCE 3HAJIM, YTO HA CAMOM JieJie 3a0 TN rocyaaps 10 CMEpPTH 3aroBop-
IIMKH, J1a enle mapgoM U1 BepHOCTH Npuayin. W 31moaesHre 3To BepIIMIoCh ¢ BHICOYANILETO
(XOTs1 ¥ HEIJIaCHOT0) ooOpeHust AJieKcaHIpa, KOTOPbIA Ternephb cTail umrnepatopoM. OH, KOHEYHO,
BeJl ceds Tak, OyATO HU CHOM HM yXOM He Be[aJl O 3aMBIIIUISIBILIEMCS IapeyOUIiCTBe, U BCe, ecTe-
CTBEHHO, JIeJIaJIi BUJI, UTO EMY BEPUJIY, — B TO BpeMsl Kak He BepuJl HUKTO. C Ipyroii CTOpOHBI, CBSI-
THIX HA TPOHE He ObIBAeT, Hy He JaeTCs OH B UMCTHIE PYKH, OH Kak Obl MCTUT 3THM pyKaM 3a ToO,
yto oHu yuctbie! Bor IlaBny [lerpoBuuy pocrasicst TpoH Mo mpaBy MPECTONIOHACTAEMS, TAK Ke, KaK
u oty ero, [lerpy ®enoposuuy 111, u yem aeno koHumnocs?! M otenr, U CbIH CBEPrHYTHI, YOUTHI, a
ryouTesnsiM MX ClIaBy TMOIOT U HAa BEPHOCTh MpucsraioT. M yBepsioT Bech Mup: rocyaapb-ae [letp B
Pomue ot ynapa ckonuascs, a rocygapb-ae [laBen — ot ceil ke npuyrHbl B MUXaidJI0BCKOM 3aMKe.
DKue naneHbka Jja CblH npuyoaperHvle ypOoauInCh!

Koneuno, KoHcTaHTHH ropeBai — a Kak ke He TopeBaTh 00 ymepiieM otie?! — HO B TO ke
BpeMs Kakasi-TO 4acTh €ro JyIIU pagoBajiach CBOOOE OT HEHABUCTHOM MYILTPBI M TOTO ITPOKPYCTOBA
JI0’Ka, B KOTOPOE YJIOXKUIJI OATIONIKa He TOKMO BClo Poccuio, HO 1 ceMencTBO CBOe, He J1aBasi HUKOMY
nocyadyieHust B MEJIOUHBIX, HUKUEMYIITHBIX, a TIOPO 1 BeCbMa KeCTOKMX Mpuanpkax. I1o cpaBHeHMIO
¢ HUM AJIeKCaHJp OKa3zaJics camo goopoaymue. EMy Hy 10 TOro XoTenaochk, YT00bl HUKTO HE BCIOMHM-
HaJl O €T0 OYEHb JIBYCMBICJIEHHOM BOLIAPEHHH, UTO OH BCKOMY cTapasicsl norpadputh. I Koncrantun
CTaJl TIOMYMBIBATh O TOM, KaK Obl MOIKATUTHCS K HEMY C pa3roBopoM o cBoeM pazBoze. C oTiom 00
3TOM HE TO YTO TOBOPUTD — JaXe MOMBICTUTH O TAKOM B €TI0 IIPUCYTCTBUM ObUIO HENb3s1! A BOT AJiek-
CaH/Ip OIPE/ICIEHHO MOXET OKas3aThcs MOKJIaaucTeid. M, mpeaBKyias MbICJIEHHO CBOE OCBOOOXKIe-
HUE OT YHBUIOHN, HEJTIOOMMOM, CKYYHOM, KaK MOIYIIKa, HeTIOBOPOTIMBOM, Kak TIEpHUHA, 3aHYIHOM, KaK
CKpUITyYasi KpoBaTh (accolyayy ObUIA TOJMBKO MOCTEIbHbIE, TIOTOMY YTO OOJIBIIE BCErO KeHa He
HpaBwiach KOHCTaHTMHY UMEHHO B TIOCTEJIH), CYNPYyr AHHBI, OH PEIIU CMEHUTH JIIOOOBHHMILY.

BooOiie Benmukuil KHA3b MEHSUT WX, KaK JIOHJOHCKUI IIeroiib — rnepyatku. Bripoyem, Kon-
CTaHTHH U caM ObLJT TAKMM K€ IIeroJieM: a KakK ke, OH Be/Ib BOCHHbII, KaBAJIEPHUCT, a U3BECTHO, UTO
MepYaTKU KHMBO CTUPAIOTCS OT MOBOALEB. Boneil-HeBoseld MEHATh UX MpUXoAUTCs. BOT Tak ke u
JKEHIIIMHA CTUPAETCsl OT MOCTOSIHHOTO ynorpednenus. OcoOeHHbIe, caMble MHTEPECHbIE U KOT/Ia-TO
MIpUBJIEKATENIbHBIE YepPThl ee cTupatoTcs! Yem yarie vMMeenb OHy, TeM Oojiee OHa CTAHOBUTCS Ha
OIHO JULIO ¢ Apyrumu. Hy 1 Xodercs: yero-To HOBEHbKOI0, MTHOro, HenpuBbIYHOTO. «Hanoenu mue
9TU ToIue OeJiechle TUIAKChl, — CKa3asl Kak-To KoHCTaHTHH, ocylMB OOKaJI IaMITAHCKOTO ¥ CMOPIIHB
Hoc. — U «Clicquot» Hagoe...»

Bayp xagHO cMOTpes Ha TeMHYI0 OyTBUIKY 0COOOT0, TOJICTOTO, «aHIJIMHCKOrO» CTeKsa. B Heit
TICHUJICS HAMMUTOK, CTTIOCOOHBIN CBECTH YesioBeKa ¢ yMa. AX, Becesble (haHTazepbl (ppaHIry3sl, 10 Yero
OHH TOJIBKO He ogaymanuck! [llammanckoe, mammanckoe «Clicquot», Kak ke ooui ero bayp, MOXHO
ckazarhb, oooxai! IIpaBnia, mompoOoBarth ero yaaBaiock peako. M Toinbko B BETMKOKHSKeckoM Mpa-
MOpPHOM JBopIie. PpaHITy3bl Bejb OKA3AIMCh HE TOJbKO (haHTa3epaMH, HO U CMYThsIHAMU: TIOYOMBAJIH
CBOMX KOpOJIEH, MOTOM 3aBesii ce0e KaKOro-To KOPCMKAHCKOro MpoxoauMiia ByoHarapre BMecTo
rocyzapsi, 1 ToproBuiii jom «Clicquot» nepecTal mocTaBisATh 00KeCTBEeHHOE MmaMIiaHckoe B Poccuio .

3 Eue B 1780 roxy ¢panity3ckuii Bunogen Ppancya Kimko nprse3 HeGoJblyI0 apTHIO CBOETO MammnaHckoro B Poccuio. OHO
HMeJIo ycrex, ofHako nocie PpaHiy3ckoil peBOMIOLMY MOCTaBKU Npekpatiiuch. Tombko B 1814 rony Brosa dpancya Kimko —
Hukonb-Bap6 Kimko ITorcapaus — BoccraHOBUMIIA TpepBaHHBIi 9kcropt. Teneps mammanckoe HasbiBasioch «Veuve Clicquot», «Bgosa
Kimko», 1 GblJ10 HEBEPOSATHO MOMYJIAPHBIM: 32 OYTHUIKY IIATHIIN JBEHAILATh PyOsIei, YTO CYUTAIIOCh HETTPHIIMYHO JA0POTHM, U JIOJIroe
BpeMsl pyCCKHE He XOTEJIM 3HaTh MHOTO LIAMITAHCKOTO, KPOME «KJIMKOBCKOT0».
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Pa3zymeercs, umneparopckasi ceMbsi HA B UEM HE 3Hajla OTKa3sy, epenasaso (TOYHee, nepeausanocs)
Y BEpHBIM CJIyraMm, a Bce e baypy, KOTOpblid MOT IUTh IIaAMIIAHCKOE C YTpa O Beuepa U C Beuepa
10 yTpa, Bceraa Kazanoch mMano. OH aymry ObLT TOTOB NIPOAATh 32 TOT HAMUTOK, a MOTOMY CJIOBa
Koncrantuna IMaBnoBuua o Tom, uto «Clicquot» emy Hagoel, BI3BAIM Y aIbIOTAHTa YAMBJICHUE U
nocany. M3BecTHOE 1e710: rocnona BEYHO ¢ KUpy Oecstcs!

— Tak BbIIElTE BOJOYKH, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, — YHBUIO MOCOBETOBAJ OH, IMBITASCh MPOHUK-
HYTb B30POM CKBO3b 3€JIeHOE OyTHUIOYHOE CTEKJIO M BBISICHUTD, JOBOJILHO JIU TaM OCTAJIOCh IIaMITaH-
ckoro. — 1 moexamu k akrepkam. ['oBopst, Camenpka IlepioBa mepBocraTeiiHO Diliavio n300pa-
kaeT B «HeHaBUCTH K JIIOISAM>».

— Yro? — XMBIKHYJI BeJIMKHIA KHs13b. — Chi3HOBa KoneOsTuHa*!? Kakas xe 910 Bonouka? Takas
K KUCJIO-CNIa/IKasi IPECHSTUHA, Kak Most AHHa. Boouka — 370... 3T0... 3TO HEMpeMEeHHO OPIOHETOUKA
Bposie JKaHHeTbl Win, K IpUMepy, pblkas...

I'onoc ero 3ametHoO norpycrHed. ’Kannera Csitononk-YersepTuHcKas, BOCIIMTaHHAS IIPU pyc-
CKOM JIBOpE JJ0Yb MOJILCKOTO BEJIbMOXKHU, YOUTOTO 32 IpelaHHOCTh Poccuu, orons-aeBka, npenen Kon-
CTAaHTHMHOBBIX MEUTAHUI, HEJJABHO J1ajia eMy OTCTaBKy. KpacaBuiia He mpoyb Obljia cliesaThCst BEUKOU
KHSITUHEH, MOJIOKEHNe ke JIIOOOBHHMIIBI, ITyCTh J1a)Ke W BEJMKOTO KHs351, € COBEPIIIEHHO He YCTpau-
Bajio. U cirymare oberanus HacueT pa3Bojia e nmopsakoM Hajgoeno. JKanHera u KoHCTaHTHH mocco-
punch. OueHb MOXET ObITh, YTO ellle MOMUPATCS. XOTs BpsAI JU. A eMy TaK XOueTcsl KeHIIUHY!
Kakyto-HuOyip HeoObIKHOBeHHYI0! UTOOBI pa33agopUThCs OT ee KPacoThl U npesniecT. M uToOsl oHa
pas3anopuiIach, pa3BeceniIach, YTOOBI COrIalaiach Ha BCe, YTOObI caMma BBIIyMIIUIEH OKa3aach...

— l'oBOpAT, ppikKEe HEBEPOSATHO B MOCTENH 3aTEUIUBBI, — TPOOOPMOTAI BEIMKUI KHS3b, TTOKa-
YMBasl MMAMIAHCKYI0 OYTBUIKY TaK, CJIOBHO Pa3IyMBbIBJI, HE BBIIJIECHYTh JIM TO, YTO TaM OCTaJIOCh,
Ha 1of1. — Kak momymaeriib, Hy CripaBe[yIMBO JIM, YTO y MEHsSI HU pa3y pbiked 0adwl He Obuto? BoT
TMOOOIIBITCTBYIO: KOJIM PbIkasi, TO 00s13aTesbHO Jin KoHonatast? KoHonateix s He Joomo! Bp-p!

W oH cHOBa KayHy1 Oy THUIKOM.

«BbutbeT Benb!» — yxkacHyscs bayp. [llammanckoro xotesnoch 10 apoxu B ropie... U Bapyr
Mep3aBlia OCEHUJIO!

— Poikast — 310 He 00s13aTe/IbHO KOHOIIaTast, — CAABJIEHHO MTPOTOBOPUJI OH. — 5l O[HY 1amMy 3HAI0
— BOJIOCHI KaK OTOHb, a KOKa MMOUCTUHE KeMYYKHaSsI.

— U otkyna takue nogpoOHOCTH? — MONO3pUTENBHO cripocit KoHcTanTtuH. — TBos O5151/1b, UTO
m?

— Her, oHa He u3 OnsAneid, — mokavan rojoBoi bayp. — OHa eHINWHA MOPsIOYHAs], BIOBA
OaHKUpa, a 30ByT ee Imuust PpaniieBHa Apayx.

— W 4ut0, 6aHKUMD cell ucroBeioBascs Tede HacueT CTaTel U MpesiecTelt CBoe KeHKU? — XOXOT-
HyJ1 KOHCTaHTHH.

— Jla 4T0 BBHI, Ballle BHICOYECTBO! DTO HE YesioBeK ObL, a CYHIYK 3alepThIi, — 3710 TPOrOBOPHIT
Bayp. — 13 Hero HM cioBa He BBITSIHEIb, HU TPOIIA Y HErO He BBIIIPOCHIIb, Jake U B JOJT, JAaXe U
porncTBeHHUKyY. Benp dMummmsa Apayx — Ky3uHa Mosi. Ml pociiv BMecCTe, U 51 IOMHIO, KaK YCJIbIIasl
OZIHK/IBl — TIOCJIe OAHM CecTpa MOsl HSHBKE jKaJIOBAJIaCh: OHA-Je OPIOHETKA, a KOKa B BECHYIIIKAX,
TOr/Ia KaKk DMIIHS phikasi, HO Oesast, Kak MOJIOKO...

— Kak Mornoko... — 3agymunBo moBropuil KoHcTaHTHH, M ero roiayOble, OueHb spKUe I1a3a
BCIBIXHYJIM CUHUM JbSIBOJILCKUM IIaMeHeM. — A uto? Thl Jymaellb, 3Ta BIOBULIA YK€ HACKY4Yaslach,
CUII0YM B Tpaype? Yike XxoueT pa3Bieubcs?

— Koneuno! — Bbimanmun bayp, rmsnas, kak KoHCTaHTHH pa3ivBaeT OCTaTKU IIAMIIAHCKOTO IO
OoKaaMm, MoToM OUH OepeT cede, a JPYrou MPOoTATUBAET eMy. — PyJaioch KU3HBIO!

4 Anexcangpa Ilepnosa (Ilonbiranosa, B 3amysxecTse Kaparbirnna) — ofiHa U3 BeyIlIMX aKTPUC PYCCKOM clieHsl B Hadasie XIX B.
OcoOeHHbI ycriex nMesa B CeHTUMEHTaJIbHBIX Mbecax A. KoreObl, KoTopble 32 HAMBHOCTb U CJIE3MBOCTh HAa3bIBAIMCH B OOIIECTBE
«KOLIEOSTHHOM».
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OH BBINTWIT 3aJITOM JISASTHON KHC/IBI HATIMTOK — HUKTO HE MOT 3apa3 OoJIbIlle OIHOrO IJIOTKA
clieiaTh, MOTOMY UTO CKYJIbI CBOJIUIIO, Ta3 pacnupai HEOo, a Baypy 3To OblIo HUMIOYeM! — U B TOJIOBE
y HEro OKOHYATeJIbHO MOMYTUJIOCH. Bee ciioskHOe Murom craio mpocthiM. M gake To, 4to Oe3yTerl-
Hasi MUK, KoTopass 6e3yMHO JII0OMIa MykXa ¥ MPOAOIKaJa OIUIAKMBAThH €r0 TOTeplo, DMK,
MarTh JIBOMX JIeTel, BIPYT OPOCUTCS CIIOMSI TOJIOBY B OOBSTHS BEJIMKOTO KHSI35, K KOTOPOMY TPEsK/ie
OTHOCHJIACh CO CMEChI0 BEPHOIOJIAHHUYECTBA U OPE3MIMBOCTH, MIOKA3aJI0Ch BIIOJIHE JOCTUKUMBIM.
SOMUIHSA TIOTYYUT HEKOe MTUCHMO, HO el JIO MOpHI 10 BpeMeHHU He HaJlo 3HaTh, UTO B JIoMe Opata ee
Oy/IeT K/1aTh CTOJb MPUATHASI BCTpPeva.

KoHcTanTHH TOXEe He COMHeBajcs B CBoell moOene. OH YepTOBCKM HPABUJICS JKeHIMUHAM!
3aMy>KHUE JaMbl, KOTOPBIE CTPAJaI OT HEJJOCTATKA MBUIKOCTH CBOUX UYPE3MEPHO MOUYTEHHBIX CYIIPY-
roB, 1o Hemy ¢ yma cxonuau! K npumepy, He1aBHO Kameprep BEJIMKOro KHs3s1 HapbllikuH npusent
K HEMY CHauaJjia CecTpy KeHbI, a TIOTOM | *keHy. VI o0e mambl ocTanmuch npeMHoro KoHcraHTHHOM
JOBOJIbHBL. A Belb OHU IBOpstHKH! He deTa kakoil-To Tam OaHkupiiie!

L

Hy uro %, nasblie Bce Cydnioch MOYTH Tak, Kak oxugaiv bayp u ocBsIIIEHHBIN B €ro MIaHbl
BEJIMKUI KHsI3b. MaaM Apayk MOJTydria MICBMO OT Ky3eHa, B KOTOPOM TOT COOOIIAN eil O CBoei
TAWHOW Jy)IU U paHe, TaM MoJTy4eHHOU. [lya/mu ObUr 3ampeltieHsl, 1 TPOCTOAYIIHAS DMUITHS TTOBe-
pUJIa, YTO ee JITKOMBICJIEHHOMY Ky3€eHY B CAMOM JIeJie He K KOMY OoJIbIlie 0OpaTUThCS 32 TIOMOIIBIO.
Omna uckpeHHe ToOuIa ero, a MoToMy He 3aMeJIiIa, He TIOCBAIasi HUKOTO, roexarh B oM baypa.
Ho Bcrperun ee He Bayp, a KOMIaHUsI TTbTHBIX HACHJIBHUKOB, CPEIA KOTOPBIX ObUT U BEJIUKUI KHS3b.

A BOT 4TO Mpou30ILIo ToToM, KOHCTaHTHH He moOm1 BerioMuHath. Kak v 0 ToM, 4TO 3a /1Ba-
JIaTh THICAY pyOsielt eMy ylajioch CKJIOHUTh ceHaTtopa ['ypbeBa, MOCTaBJICHHOTO BO IJ1aBe KOMUCCHU
0 pacclieIOBAaHUIO 3araJJOYHON CMEPTU TOCTIOKU Apayx, 3aMsTh 3TO Aen0. ['ypbeB cooOmuI, 4To
CMEpTh HACTYIWJIA HE MOCJIe 3BePCKOro HACUJIMS, a B pe3yJibTaTe SIMUJICNITUYECKOro MpuUmajaka, BO
BpeMs KOTOPOT'O JKEeHIIMHA yIajia U TiepesioMana cede pyK U HOTH.

Tak wiv WHaYe, TOCTIONUH U €ro aJbIOTAHT ObUIM Tereph TMOBS3aHbI CMEPTHBIM jeioM. U
MOCKOJIbKY bayp HU pa3y He pacmycTui sI3bIK 10 MOBOAY Ipouciieiiero, KoHcraHTuH emy BIOJTHE
nosepsi1. Bayp npenan kak niec! M BpaTh He cTaHET, He TIOCMEET, TEM Taue ecliv pedb UIET 00 UMIIe-
parpurie.

UYro xe penath ¢ 3TMMU 4epToBbIMU CarmkuHbiMU poramu, a? Ioitu k 6paty? OTKpHITH eMy
rasa?

Heo6narogapnast posns... KoneuHo, Aniekcanip paBHOIYIIIEH K keHe, KOHEUHO, OH U caM JaJIeKO
He o0Opasell BepHOTO CYIpyra, a Bce ke BBICTYIaTh B posid JoHocurka KoHcraHTuHy Heoxorta. Tem
Oosiee uTO OBUT CITyYaid, KOTJ]a OH CKa3as Koe-uTto Opary o Enu3asete, a MOTOM BBISICHIIIOCH, UTO BCE
MIPOUCXOIUT C BeJJIOMA U TI0 HayIIeHuo camoro Asiekcanzpa. U kakum ke aypakom ce0st KoncranTuH
TOrJ]a 4YyBCTBOBAJI — HY HE OIMCaTh CJIOBaMH !

Ara, oH 3HaeT, 4To HaJo caenath! [loroBopuTs ¢ cectpoii! Eciiu kTo-T0 1 HeHaBuauT Ennzasety
Oosbie, yem KOHCTaHTHH, TO JIMIIIb UX ¢ AJIeKcaHIpoM Mitaaimas cectpa Karpus.

A x Opary? Kak oHa oTHOCHTCS K OpaTy AJiekcanapy?

Ha Bompoc ceil HUKTO He BeJal OTBeTa, MOKET ObITh, axke U cama KarpuH.

3a HECKOJIBKO JIET 0 ONMUCHLIBAEMbIX COOBITHH

— YponuHa... Kakas ske OHa ypoauHa! — pa3fajics lENOTOK, HAIIOSHHBIN TAaKOU 37I0CThIO M HEHa-
BUCTBIO, YTO UMIeparpuiia EkarepuHa AjekceeBHa ellBa yaepKaiach, YToObl He OOCpHYThCSA U HE
MOCMOTPETh, KTO 3TO TaM IIUIUT MO-3MeruHOMY. Cre HEOCTOPOKHOE ABMKEHHE MOHApIIIEeH TOJIOBHI,

clieJlaHHOE B cOOOpe BO BpeMsl BeHYaHUs [apeBuya AJIeKcaH/pa, MPUBJIIEKJIO Obl BceoOlee BHIMA-
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Hue. [Toaromy nmMnepaTpuia Juib YyTh-4yTh IOBEPHYJIA FOJI0BY, CKOCKIIA [JIa3a — U IoMaJla UCITy-
TaHHbIN B3JIsA]] HEBECTKHU.

Benmukas kusaruns Mapes PeopoBHA pacTepsiHHO XJIOMHYJIA PECHULIAMH, JIUIO Y Hee ObUIo
ucryraHaoe. HeBecTka MoHsila, 4TO MMIIEpaTpUIla yCIbIIIAIa IIENoT, HO elle He ObUla yBepeHa,
y3HaJja JIM Ta T0JI0C CBOEH BHYUKH, a €€, BEJIMKON KHATUHU, Jodyepu ExaTeprHbl, HA3BaHHOW Tak IO
BOJIE CAMOM UMIIEPATPHULIBI U B €€ YECTb.

«A TO Kak xke, — mpo cedsl ycMexHynach uMIieparpuiia. — Pasymeercs, y3nana!»

W, nobGaBuMm, He TONBKO y3HANA, HO W TOHSIA NMPUYMHY JIIOTOM HEHABUCTH, B CEM JETCKOM
rOJIOCKE MPO3BYYAaBIIEH.

«Crkomnpko ceituac Karpun? — pa3mblnuisiia ee BeHIIeHOCHas1 Te3ka. — [1atb er? PaHo Haum-
HAaer...»

B camom pnene, paHo. 1 oOBbeKT /17151 HEHABUCTHU BHIOpasa, CKakeM MpsMO, OUeHb HEeTTOAXOs-
uwmii. Ta, KOTOpPYIO OHA YECTUT ypoauHOU, — npuHIiecca Jlynsa-ABrycra bajgeHckas, HapeueHHas B
npaBociaBuu EnnzaBeToit AjleKCeeBHOU U CTaBIlasi HbIHE JKEHOHM CTapllero mapeBuya, AjieKcanapa
[TaBnoBuya, — Xopola jaxe He YeI0BeYeCKON, BOUCTUHY aHTeIbCKON KpacoToil. C 3TUM COTJIaCHBI
BCE €IMHOIYIIHO: U Te, KTO OpakoM AJieKcaHapa JOBOJIEH, U Te, KTO CUMTAET, YTO eMy ellle PaHo
keHuTbcsA. OHa Masbika KarpuH He MOXeT MPOCTUTh MPUE3KeN KpacaBHLIE, YTO Ta OTHUMAET y
Hee JiroOnMoro Opara. Mana aa nryctpa He 1o jieram. MiMmeparpuiia Bcerjia ToBOpUia, 4Tto ¢ Hew
HaJIOOHO yXO BOCTpO nepxarthb. [Toka uro KarpuH ere He BHIIUIA U3 JISTCKOW, €e He Hayajia MYIIT-
poBath OecrienHas Oaponecca Illapinorra KapnoBHa JIuBeH, 4bM HACTABJIEHUSI COMPOBOXKAATN BCEX
nereit Haceanuka [apna [eTpoBuya 4yTh He ¢ KObIOEU. A Topa, Iopa yKe HauMHATh — IEBYOHKA
HUYYTh HE MOX0XA HA CBOMX MOJATIMBBIX, MITKUX cecTpruek. ['opa3no Oosbliie oHa HAOMUHAET
BTOPOIO BHYKa MMIIEpATpUlibl, BeJIMKOro kKHA3s1 KoHcranTHa. BOT pa3Be 4to OH ¢ MilaJleHuecTBa
ObLT coO0i Hexoporl, a KaTpuH — rpenecTHbI YepTeHOK.

Bor nmenno! OHa — uepreHok, EnnzaBera — anresnt... He npuBeay 60r M CTOJIKHYTBCS Ha y3KOM
JOpPOXKKe, MOTOMY UTO, YBBI, MSITKOCTh U JOOpOTa aHrena OyayT eMy TIOXOW 3alUTON OT BOMHCTBEH-
HOT'0, IEP3KOro YepTEeHKA.

«JlagHO, Kak-HUOYIbL 000UIETCS, — C HA/IeKJON B3OXHY/IA UMIIEpATPHIIA, CIIe/Is 32 OOPSIIOM
BEHUYAHHUs. — AJIEKCAHAP caM BHHOBAT: N30aJI0BaJI XOPOILIEHBKYIO J€BOUKY, SIBHO BBIIEISIS €€ Cpeau
OPYrUX CecTep, BOT MaplIMBKa M BO3OMHWJIA, YTO €i Bce J03BOJIEHO. Teneph y Hero, y 4ejoBeka
JKeHaToro, OyJeT Ky/la-a MeHbIlle BpeMEeHHU TacKaTh Ha pyKax cectpuily. [1ycts myuine cBoo Enusa-
BETY HOCHUT, BOH Y Hee KaKue KpOoIlleuHble HOXKKH, HeO0Ch ObICTpO ycTaloT. A KarpuH Kpenka, CJIOBHO
HE MMIIEpaTOpPCKOe, a KPECThsIHCKOE TS, M TOUYHO TaK ke OoKa Ha s3bIK. [loxkanyii, Hajgo paspe-
mmTh 6apoHecce JIMBeH MPUMEHNUTh M PO3TU B KPalHEM CITydae...»

Bor TospKO MMIepaTpuia He OYEHb BEpwia B TO, YTO po3ru noMoryt. Benp Karpun Takas
CBOEBOJIBHUIIA C POKJICHUsI, BEpHEe, Oblla TAaKOM ellle JO CBOero MosiBleHus Ha cBeT. Hu ogHoro u3
Aerel (YeThbipex ChIHOBEH U 1iectu nouyepeil) Mapbss ®eopoBHa HE BbIHAIIMBAJIA CTOIb TPYAHO U
MYUUTEIbHO, KaK 3Ty JEBUOHKY. BeMKylo KHATWHIO My4rya CTpalllHas TOIIHOTA BCE JIEBATh MECs-
LIEB, UTO M3YMJISLJIO Ja’Ke BUAABIIMX BU/Ibl TOBUTYX. MI3BECTHO Be[lb, UTO MOCIIE IEPBBIX TPEX MECSLIEB
OepeMeHHBIX JKEeHIIMH He TOIHUT. JIekapb-akyiep 6onpusics, Ho EkatepiHa npekpacHo 3Hasia, Kak
OH OOMTCSI TIPENICTOSAIMX poAOB. M peliiia Ha BCSKUM ClTydail caMa IIPUCMaTpUBaTh 32 UX TEUSHUEM.

[TpaBusbHO crenana! MHaue 3TUM cTpaxoM Ja Ype3MEepHOU MOUYTUTENIBHOCTBIO €€ HEBECTKY-
CTpaJajvily BOBCE YMOPWJIM OBl 0 CMEPTH COOpABIIMECsS BOKPYT JIOKa POKEHHUIB MEIUITMHCKIE
CBETHJIA ]2 IOBUTYXHU. TONBKO M 3HAJIHU, YTO KJIAHSUIUCH J1a OOPMOTAIIN:

— OcMenuMcst CIPOCHTh, Kak ceOst 9yBCTBYET Ballle UMIIEPaTOPCKOe BbIcOYecTBO? A He cobia-
TOBOJIUTE JIM TTOTYKUThCS, Ballle UMIIEPATOPCKOE BBICOYECTBO?

Me:xny TeM OHOE BBICOYECTBO Y€ TOTOBUJIOCH UCITYCTUTh JyX, BOT O 4ero JOLUIO AEJO0, U
KaObl HE PEIIUTEIbHOCTh UMIIEPATPUIIBL...
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C uyBcTBOM HMcHIOIHEHHOTO Aoira Ekateprna nucasna Beuepom Toro xe aHs, 19 mas 1788 rogaa,
mwiomy apyry Iloremkuny-TaBpudyeckomy:

«7Ku3Hp Matepu OblTa 1Ba C MOJIOBMHOM Yaca B HEMaJION OMACHOCTH OT €JMHOTO JIACKATEIIbCTBA
Y TPYCOCTH OKPYXAIOIIMX €€ Bpaueil; 1, BUIs CHe, KO BpeMEHH KCTaTh yAajioch MHE JaTh JTOOPHIi
COBET, YeM JIeJI0 OJIarornoyYHO U KOHUMIIOCH».

Mauienbkas mpuHIiecca MosiBUJIach Ha CBET B Pe3y/IbTaTe KecapeBa CEUEHUs — «BbUIYIUIIACH»,
Kak Bblpakasnach ummneparpuua. [Tockonbky, eapa paspoausiumck, Mapbs ®e1opoBHa 3a11ach clie-
3aMu (OHa ’K7ajia ChblHA, a TYT CHOBA JIEBOYKA), MMIIEpaTpULIA B3si1a MAJIBIIIIKY IO/l CBOE MOKPOBU-
TEJIbCTBO U BeJiesia Hapeub ee ExaTepruHOI0 — B COOCTBEHHYIO YecTb. [la elle ¥ MprUCOBOKYIIUIIA:

— Yro npoky B Manburiikax ? OHU JIMIIb HA TO U TOASATCS, YTOOBI IeJIaTh JeTel CBOUM JKEHAM.
My:KCKOM MO — 9TO HE YCJIOBUE yMa U ynadyauBocTU. [locMoTpu Ha MeHs — 5 JKeHIMHA, HO UMIIe-
parop B Poccun He Kakoi-TO TaM MY)XYMHa, a s, IMeHHO 51! ExarepuHa yacteHbKO HasbiBajia ceOs
UMIIepaTopoM, a He umrneparpuieil. Hy a «kakoi-To TaM MyX4YMHa» — 3TO, TIOHSITHOE JIEJIO, €€ ChIH
[TaBesn, koTOporo oHa Ha J1yx He BhiHOCUJIa. — Hara Manienbkast KatpuH B cBoe BpeMsi TOXe B30UIET
Ha TPOH, U ellle He U3BECTHO, KTO OyJeT BJIAaCTBOBATh, OHA WJIH ee CyIpyr!

l'oBopst Tak, EkareprHa AJiekceeBHA UMesia B BUJLY, UTO BCsIKast 0co0a U3 POCCHICKOTO Hap-
CKOTO JIOMa HETIPEMEHHO BBI/IET 3aMYXK 32 KAKOTO-HUOY/Ib KOPOJISl WJIH MTPUHIIA, OTHAKO, Yy Th TOJIBKO
Karpun nogpocia 1 Hauasia MOHMMAaTh YaCTEHBKO TOBTOPsieMble el OAOYIIKMHBI CJIOBA, OHA TIPUHSI-
JIach MPUABaTh UM COBEPILIEHHO JIPyroe 3HaueHUe.

Ona Bugena cebs He Ha KaKOM-HUOY/Ib BOOOITe TPOHE, a UMEHHO Ha PycCKoM !

Pazymeercs, 06 9THX IeTCKMX OpeJHSIX HUKTO TMOHAYaly He mogo3pesas. Mimneparpuia cuu-
TaJla BHYYKY COBEPIIEHHbIM YBaJbHEM, HECKOJIbKO AaXe pa3ouapoBajlaCh B HEW U ONMCHIBAJA €€
6apony ['pummy, cBOeMy TIOCTOSTHHOMY KOPPECIIOHJICHTY, C HOTKOU nipeHeOpeskeHust: «O Hel ere
HEYero cKaszaTb, OHA CIIMIIKOM Majia U JJaJIeKO He TO, YTo ObLIM Oparhsi U cecTphl B ee jera. OHa
TOJICTa, Oena, IIa3Ku y Hee XOpOIIeHbKIe, M CUIUT OHA LIEJIbI JIeHb B Iy CO CBOMMH UTPYIIKAMH,
6ontaer 6€3 yMOJIKY, HO He TOBOPUT HIYETO, YTO OBbUIO Obl IOCTOMHO BHUMAHUS».

OnHako MMEHHO 3aMKHYTOCTBIO M TUXOCTBIO HpPaBa M TOHPABWJIACH [IBYXJIETHSISI CECTPUYKA
AJekcan/ipy, KOTOPBI OKa3aJICs CTapille ee Ha JeCATh C MOJIOBUHOM JieT. OH ObLT CKJIOHEH K 33 yM-
YMBOCTH, TUIIIMHE U CO3EPIATETIbHOCTH; Ype3MepHOe OKMBJIEHHE OOJIBIIOrO CeMeNcTBa HeMaso pas-
Apakajio ero — OTTOrO CpeAM BCEeX MPOYMX OpaTheB U cectep oH u mpeanountan Karpun. U cro-
WJIO ei ONIyTUTb 3TO JIACKOBOE BHUMaHHME — MY KCKO€ BHUMaHHe! — Tak ompenessiia ero ajs ceds
MMIIepaTpUIIa, JyYIlle APYTuX 3HaBIIAsI, YTO y JTIOOBU HET BO3PACTA U CIIOB «YXKe IMO3/IHO» WU «EeIle
paHoO», — KaK AeBOYKA MHUIOM mpeodpasuiiack. OHa nepecrayia CUIETh B YTy C UTPYIIKAMHU, a TIPH-
HslJIach BCIOMY OeraTh 3a OpaToM, U OTOpBaTh ee OT AJieKcaH/pa ObUIO COBEPIICHHO HEBO3MOXKHO.
[Tpuyem yem B3pociee cTaHOBIIach KaTpuH, TeM MeHbllie 6eCKOPBICTHOTO, HEBUHHOTO BOCXHUIIICHUST
CBETUJIOCH B €€ APKUX, TEMHBIX, 60)II)HII/IX ra3ax, BCC 4alle BUAC/IaCb B HUX PEBHOCTH CO6CTB€HHI/I]_U)I,
HUKOMY He KeJIalollell ycTynarh JioOuMylo urpymky. [losiBnenue npu 1ope rpuHiiecc bageHckux,
13 KOTOPBIX AJIEKCaHIpy MPEICTOSIIO BHIOpATh HEBECTY, TPOOYANUIIO B Hel UCTUHHOTO OeceHka. [1pu-
YeM He IIAJIOBJIMBOIO, a KOBAPHOIO M oueHb onacHoro! Ha xoporieHpkylo, HO npoctoBatyio Ppe-
nepuky-JlopoTelo oHa cMoTpesia TPe3pUTeNIbHO, a Ha IpesiecTHYIo JIyu3y — ¢ OTKpOBEHHOW HEHAaBU-
cThio. KaTprH BeICMeMBasIa Kaxabli [1ar MPUHIIECCH], KaXI0€ CJIOBO, 4 €€ eCTECTBEHHbIE HEJIOBKOCTD
1 3aCTCHYUBOCTb, KOTOPLIC 6LIJII/I " BIIPAMb OYCHb TPOraT€JIbHbl U YMUJIAIN BCEX OCTA/IbHLIX, BBI3bI-
BaJIM Y MJIBIIIKKA PUCTYIIH TpyOoro xoxora. [1py 5ToM OHa OKa3asiach I0CTaTOUYHO YMHa (a BepHee,
XUTPa) 4TOOBI He OyICTBOBATH MPUHAPOIAHO, TOHUMAsI WA YYBCTBYSI, UTO TEM CaMbIM BOCCTAHOBUT
pOTUB ce0s1 AJIeKCaHIpa, KOTOPBIN 04apoBaJiCsl HEBECTOH € MepBoro B3nisAaa. Karpux nasicHuyana u
CKOMOpOIIIHWYa1a, TOJIbKO €CJIIN 6I>I.Ha y6e>1<neHa, YTO HU HAHBKH, HU BOCIIUTATEIIbHUILIBI €€ HE BUOAT,
¥l C €€ JIETKOW PyKH OCTaJIbHBIE BEJIMKHE KHSIKHBI OTHOCHIIHCH K Enr3aBeTe HacMenumBo 1 mpeHeope-
xutesbHO. [lepBoiil pa3 Beiana cedst Katpun Bo Bpemsi BeHUaHus Opara, U TOTr/a ke UMIeparpulia
BIIEPBBIE 3a/IlyMaJlach, YTO 3Ta JEBYOHKA €IIE 33aCT UM BCEM Kapy, ECJIM BOBPEMsI €€ HE OKOPOTHUTH !
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Bnpouem, ceii snm3071 ObICTPO cTepest U3 mamsATi uMreparpuilbl, Ekatepune AjekceeBHe ObUIO
He JIO TIIyTieHbKuX JeBouek. Kyna cuiibHee ee TpeBokuIa COOCTBEHHAS! HEYMOJIIMMO HaJBUTAIONIAsICS
CTapoCTb, MPUMETHI KO BCE MEHBIIIE MOAJABATIMCH TPUTUPAHUSIM, PyMsIHAM, TIOMaJaM ¥ MYIITKaM.
A ere 6oJbInie OECTIOKOMIIA TIPUYY/IBI CBIHA M HACTIEIHUKA, KOTOPOMY MPECTOSIIO OCTABUTD BIIACTb,
TpoH, 1 Poccuio... Bcemy konery Hactaner B IlaBinymkuHbIx congadoHCKUX pykax! Bot ecnmu Obl
AnekcaHpp, MoOUMBIN BHYK, ObUT ee Haclle[IHUKOM, MMITepaTpuiia 0e3 cTpaxa msjena Obl B T1a3za
HEMHMHYEMOW KOHYMHE.

DTa MBICIb BCE Yallle IPUXOJWIIa B TOJIOBY TOCy/IapblHE, M OHA HE Jiesiaa U3 Hee TaiiHbl. Cue
BTUXOMOJIKY 00CYXJaJIOCh Be3Jie: B IBOPIOBBIX 3aKOyjKax, B [1aBmoBckoM, B ['atunHe, B 3uMHEM,
U Jaxe MJIaIne IeTH yxe ObUTM B Kypce BOJHYIONIMX Pa3roBopoB. Huuero moka He 3HAN TOJBKO
[TaBen...

N, pazymeercs, Katpun BHUMasa ciryxam Beeit ayimon. OHa pocia, oHa B3pocJiesia, OHa yMHesa
— ¥ CTAaHOBWJIACh OoJiee XUTpoil. Bosiee M30IpeHHON MHTPUTAHKOM, YeM BCe MPOYre, BMECTE B3STHIE.

O0oxaeMblid OpaT MOXeT CHeIaThCsl UMIepaTopoM. Xopoiio, pekpacHo! OqHaKoO psaoM ¢
HUM Ha TPOH BOCCSJET 9Ta JIypa, ypoAuHa, 3Ta Oesast Mblib! [la pa3Be OHa 10CTOMHA 3BaThCsl MIMITE-
parpurieii?! Eii Mmecto B kakoM-HUOYIb noaBase. C AjeKkcaHapoM MpaBUTh J0KHA TonbKo KarpuH!
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, NCTOPHY M3BECTHBI IPUMEPHI, KOraa Opar M cecTpa JIeNMIN BIacTb. B3sTh XOTH
obl rapeBHy Codroio u naps Ilerpa. [IpaBaa, oHr HEHaBUIEM APYT IPYra.... A BOT €CJIM BCIIOMHUTD
Kanuryny u ero cecrpy [dpy3uity, To 3T0 Kak pa3 TOT IpUMEpP, KOTOPbIX BIOJIHE ITOJXOANT.

XoTs, noxoxe, 4yBcTBa Mexay Kamurynoit u [Ipy3usuioit ObU1 He BIOTHE POICTBEHHBIMM. ...
XOpoIo UM, SI3bIYHUAKAM, KUJIOCh! A TpaBOCIaBHAS LIEPKOBb HE JI03BOJISIET Opaka MeXay OpaToM u
cectpoid. K Tomy ke, Anekcanjip yxe U Tak *keHar. 3HauuT, qymasna Karpun xonoqHo, Hajlo npuBs-
3aTh ero K cede y3amu Jpyrou JIIOOBH, He CYMPYKECKOM, HO He MeHee CHIIbHOM.

Bce Bokpyr cuuTaior ee erie pebeHKOM, HO el yKe TPUHAIIATh, U OHA YYBCTBYeT ceOsl BIIOJTHE
3pesiof KEHIIUHOU. 3pesiod — U KpacuBoW. 3epkajio He BpeT. He BpyT M BOCXUIIIEHHBIE B3IJISI/IbI
MOJIO[IBIX O(pULIEPOB, a 3TU B3MIsAAb KaTpuH JIOBUT TYT ¥ TaM. [la u Anekcanp ¢ BOCTOProM CMOTPUT
Ha Hee CBOMMH TroylyObIMH Ila3aMu, KpacuBee KoTopeix Karpuu B ku3Hu He Buaena! Y BooOe,
OH CaMBIil KPacHBHI My)KYMHA Ha cBeTe. Bpar Jo/mkeH mpuHauiekarh e, IpUHAAJIekKaTh BCEIIEO.
TonbKo cHavyasa HykHO yopaThb ¢ myt Enuzasery...

%k % %

— Bame BenmuectBo... Baiie BemuecTBo, He COM3BOJUTE JIM TIPOOYIUTHCS?

EnuzaBera HexXoTs OTKpbUTa mia3a. 3adeM ee Oyast? Kakercs, BOT TOJBKO UTO CHOPUJIM TIOJ
OKOIIIKOM CaJIOBHUKHW... Jlerkas ynelOKa CKOJb3HYJIA MO TyO0am, HO TYT ke Mcyesla, Korja ummepa-
TpUIla YBUJIENA JIMIO CKJIOHUBIIEWCS Hall Hel (ppeiinHbL. JIUIo ObUTO KpacCHBOE, HO YeM-TO HETpH-
sartHoe. U takoe nepenyranHoe! M kakasi-To OHa CJIMIIIKOM BOCTPOHOCEHBKAS, 3Ta JEBYIIKA.

«Kto oHa? VI3 HOBeHbKHX... 3a0bl1a (pammnio... OX, Kak MHe Xy/0!»

Brpyr 3actyyano B BUckax, 3aMyTuiio. EnmzaBera He MOTJIa CMOTPETh Ha (DpEeHIMHY — OITyCTHIIA
BEKHM Ha IJ1a3a, KOTOPbIe BAPYT HAYAIO KEeYb.

«He 6ompHa 111 517»

— Bainie BenmuecTBo, BbI 3aXBOpaid? — UCITYTAaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA (DPEUJIMHA, W TOJIOC ee MOKa-
3aJics CTOJIb pe3kuM, uTo y Enm3aBeTsl CHOBa 3aJIOMIJIO BUCKU. — He mpukakeTre Jid JOKTOpa
Mo3BaTh?!

— 3auem? — BoiaBwiia EnmzaBera, HO He cpa3y y3Hasa CBOU TOJIOC, TAKUM OH ObUT X PUTLITBIM. —
C 4ero Bbl BCTIOJIONIMIIUCH, MUJIAsI MOs1?

OHa Bcex Tak Ha3bIBaJIA IaXe €CIIM YeJIOBEK BBI3BIBAI OCKOMUHY. BOT Kak ceiiyac — npw B3IJisijie
Ha 3TO KPacHUBOE JIUIIO BO PTY CTAJIO KHUCJIO U TIPOTUBHO.
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— Hy kax xe? — 3abopmorana ¢peiimaa. — Ceiiuac mosjieHb. A Bbl ellle TOYMBaTh U3BOIUTE.
U cronats BO cHe. U pasroBapuBars...

Enmuzaserty xapom odgaso!

— PasroBapuBath? — Bo pTy nepecoxiio. — O yem ke ropopusa?

— Ax, 6oxe, He pa3oOparh OBUTO, — C JOCAION MoXkanoBaachk (ppeivHa, n EnnszaBera Mbic-
JIEHHO TiepeKpecTuiiach. — Ho BbI Tak kanoOHO croHauH!

— MHe cHuIcs KolMap, — BeiiyMana EnnzaBera — Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY, IOTOMY 4TO (ppeilyIiHA Tak
U TIOHECTIACh K JBEPH C KPUKOM:

— Jloktopa! Hemensist HyxHO okTopa! KormMaps! MOTyT OBITh TPU3HAKAMY BOCHAIEHHS MO3ra !

O' TI'octonu! Toneko storo Hegocrasajio! Celyac aBuTcs Buiive v HauHeT, BRITATUBAS TJINH-
HbIE TAJIBIIBI, IOCTYNaTh K EnnzaBere, uyTh npucenas OT MOYTUTEILHOCTH U BEPHOTIOAJAHHIUYECKH
MOBOJIS1 HOCOM, TIOUTH CTOJIb XK€ JJTMHHBIM, KaK ero Majblibl, ¥, HABEPHOE, CTOJIb K€ XOJIOAHBIM, Op-p!
«He cournte MeHsI HECKpOMHBIM, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, HO 5 TPUHYK/IEH I0JITOM CBOMM YMOJISITh Ballie
BEJIMYECTBO MO3BOJUTh MHE JOTPOHYThCS 10 Baimed pectus. OCMeNoch M CIPOCUTh, HE COYTETe
JIM Bbl MEHSI HECKPOMHBIM, KOJIA sI CBOMMHU HEIOCTOMHBIMU IEPCTaMU KOCHYCh Baiiero abdomen?
He 6ecriokont 11 Bac gaster, Baille BEJIMYECTBO... AX, IPOCTUTE, YTO 51 BRIHYK/EH 33/1aBaTh TAKOM
Borpoc!» ['0BOpsI MO-HEMELIKH, aHATOMUYECKHe TePMHUHBI BUyTie TPOU3HOCHIT MO-JIATHIHU, CJIOBHO
EnmmzaBera o0s13aHa ObUIa 3HaTh, YTO pectus — 3TO rpyab, abdomen — KHMBOT, a gaster — KexyIoK?
Bcerna, ciymas tapadapimny Buime, Enn3aBera ornyiana, Kak ee 0XBaThIBaeT OTYasTHUE, Oy ThI-
Baet Oeccuime. TOUHO Tak ke, Kak MIECTh JIeT Ha3all, Korjaa yMupania ee 104b, KoTopylo — Enmn3aBera
ObL1a B 3TOM yOexkaeHa! — 3aMOpHUI IMEHHO Bpadu, B TOM Yuciie ¥ Busutie, noib30BaBIIMANACS O0Jb-
I1I0# GJIArOCKJIOHHOCTBIO OTIa-umrneparopa [Nasma [TerpoBuya. A 4to MorIa, 4TO MOHUMAJIA TIEpery-
raHHas1, IOYTH HeXMBasi OT TOpsl U CTpaxa 3a cBoe AuTS Math? M ymeprna Benukasi KHsbkHA Mapus
AnekcangpoBHa, Marienbka, Mauschen, MbIIIIOHOK, Kak Ha3biBasia ee Enuzasera. BosmosxkHo, Bui-
JIie XOPOIIO yMeJl JICYMTh B3POCIHBIX, HO B MJIAJIEHIIaX OH He MOHMMaJl HUYero, Bce JAeTU MMIlepa-
Tpulbl Exarepunsl AniekceeBHbl, OT Ajiekcanapa o Muxaunia, pociv Ha AUBO 3JOPOBbIMH, C HUMHU
NerO-MeIMKy He ObLIO HUKAKHMX XJIOTOT.

OT 3TUX TATOCTHBIX BOCIOMUHAHUI CHOBA MOJIKATHJIa K TOPITy TOIHOTA, M Enu3asera, ¢ TpyoM
MIPOIJIOTUB TSKEJbI KUCIBI KOMOK, KPUKHYJIA!

— MHe He Hy:xHO HuKakoro goktopa! Cisiute? [Togurte u ckaxkure Buime, yto MHe OH He
Hajgo00eH!

dpeilsinHa OTKPOBEHHO BBITAPAIINJIA [J1a3a OT HEC/IBIXAaHHOM, HEBUJIAHHOM, HE MPEeICTaBUMOI
rpy0OCTH BCerJa TakoW JENIMKATHON M MSATKON UMIepaTpUIIbl, HO MOCITYITHO BHIOEkasa BOH.

Emuzasera mpicnenHo Bo3Omarogapmia ['ocroga. Cockounia ¢ mocTeny OnpoMEThI0 PUHYJIACh
B TYaJICTHYIO ¥ CKJIOHWJIACh HaJ| TOPIIKOM. Ee BBIBEPHYJIO TaK, YTO TOPbKO CTAJI0 BO PTY OT JKETUH.
VKHMHaTh OHA BUEpa HE MOIJIa, He JI0 YKMHA el ObUIO, HeTepIieHre CHeAaslo, BOT ...

Jla ¢ yero Tak BbIpBaso, 0 rocroau, Matyimika, [apuria Hebecnas?!

OnHa Koe-Kak MpoIoJocKasa poT AyIIMCTOM HACTOWMKOMH, IIaTasich, BEpHYJach K KpOBaTU U
ynajia JuioM B noaymku. [JJaBHo ee tak He TomHmio. C Tex nop, kak oHa Hocwia Mauschen. Ho
ceifyac Bpoyie Obl U He C Yero.

Cama MBICITb O BOMOXHOUM OepeMEHHOCTH MOKa3aJIach el HeJlenomn.

Anekcanip, BCelesio yBIeueHHbIH T0O0BbI0 K Mapbe AHTOHOBHE HaphIIIKMHOM, He Tocera
keHy yxe naBHo... Ceifuac Jake He BCIIOMHUTB, KOTJa OH WCIOJHSUI CBOW CYNpPYXKECKHI JONT B
MOCJIeTHUM Pa3, M UCTIONHUJ JIM €ro, Bellb OUYeHb YacTo AJIEKCAHp MPOCTO HUYETO He MOT ClIesaTh,
u EnuzaBera ero He ocyskjaana: o Hemy ObLJIO BUIHO, HACKOJIBKO HE JIIOOUT OH KEeHY, M pa3Be ero
B ToM BUHa? ToJbKO ee...

Korma-to 3to Enmu3asety ¢ yma cBomwio. OHa 4yBcTBOBaJla ceOsl TaKOW HECYACTHOM, TaKOW
3abpomenHoi! U gaxe mucana marepu: «Beb exenu s 10 cCMX Top He BO3HEHaBHUjIe A JIIo/IeH 1 He
MPEeBPaTUIIACh B UTMIOXOHPUKA, TO 3TO MPOCTO BE3EHUE».
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Ho... ¢ HEKOTOPBIX MMOp BCE M3MEHMIIOCH !

Omna cxBaruiia B OXarkKy MOAYILIKY, 3apbUlach B HEE JIMLIOM — U CTAJIO JIETYe OT eJie YJIOBUMOIO
apomarta, KOTOPBI BIPYT cJ1a00 KOCHYJICS €€ HO3/APEi.

«Ma petite femme, mon amie, ma femme, mon Dieu, ma Elise, je t'adore...»

Tomoc, MoOKUMBIH TOJIOC TaK OTYETIMBO 3a3BydYal B yiax, yro EnuzaBera He cpa3y pacciibl-
Iaja, Kak MpHOTBOPIIIACH BEPb, U OYHYJIACH JIMIIL OTTOTO, YTO OIyTHJIA HA ceOe MPUCTAIbHBIN
B3IV

OnsATh OHa, 3Ta... Kak outb ee? YTo Takoe, maMATh CJIOBHO ObI TIeJIeHOM nofiepHyTa. Kaxercs,
9Ta (ppeiivHa JeKypriia Mpyu UMIIEpaTpULie BCEro pa3 WM JIBa J0 HBIHEIIHEro JHS W, HECMOTPS
Ha KpacoTy, MoKa3ajach MpeHeNnpusTHON CBOMM OTKPOBEHHBIM HCKATeIbCTBOM. BHe3amHo Bcrom-
HWIOCh, KaK ellle BO BpeMeHa He3a0BeHHOU rocyaapbiiu ExateprHbl AsekceeBHbI OblUIa TPH TBOPE
MoJIbKa-KpacaBulia, MaHu Paa3uBWILUI, U3BECTHAsi CBOEM HPABCTBEHHOCTHIO (B KaBblUKax)... ['0BO-
PUJIH, YTO MYX €€, KaK CTPayc, BOCIIUTHIBAET UykKUX jAeTell. Mi3BecTHa OHa Oblia TakXke JIbCTUBOCTHIO
Y HU3KOMOKJIOHCTBOM, a ellleé OTKPOBEHHBIM XaMCTBOM I10 OTHOIIEHHIO K T€M, B KOM OHa BH[EJa
COTEPHHUI ITPU TrocyIapbiHe. T Ka4eCTBa MaH! MPEBOCXOIMIIN BCSIKHE AOITCTUMbIE MTPEIEIIbI M Jake
y HEMOJIOON MMITepaTPHUIIbI, YETO TOJbKO HE HABU/IABILEHCS B JKU3HHU U MTOTOMY YPE3BBIUAIHO Tep-
MMMOM, BBI3BIBAJIM TIOPOI0 OCKOMUHY. Llapriia, KOHEYHO, OblIa CIMIIKOM BEIMKOAYIIHA, YTOOBI B
JIMIIO OJIEPHYTh CAHOBHYIO 0cOOy, OIHAKO M OHA KaK-TO pa3 He Bbiaepxkaya. Y Exarepunbl Ajnekce-
eBHBI IMeJIach JIEBpeTKa — MpeJieCTHast cobauka 1o Kindke [laHu, oueHb J1acKoBasi, HO peBHOBAB-
Imast K X03siKe JPYyrux codak M B MPUCYTCTBUM PaI3MBIILT rOCyIapbiHs OHAK/IBI CKa3ajia IPOMKO,
nornaxusasi codauky: «[locmymaii, [Tanu, Tl BeJb 3Haelllb, 4TO s TeOs BCEraa OTTAKMBAIO, KOTAa
ThI 3aMCKHMBAEIIIb, 51 HE JIIOOIIO HU30CTH | »

Bort u 3ta peitniuna — B Tounocty Pagsusuii. Vik He noseka i v oHa? Kpyrom nosbku, HeT
OT HUX HUKAKOTO CIIACEHHUS]. .

A Besib HeJapoM OHU BCIOMHMITUCH. 1 hamuutust (ppeilyTiHbI BHITUIBLIA U3 TTYOUH MaMsATH. DTO
nesuiia 3arpsikckasi, Hatanbs MBanoBHa 3arpsixkckas! OHa XOTh M HE TIOJIbKa, HO U3 JTU(IISTHICKUX
6apoHOB JIMIrap/ATOB MO JIMHUK MaTepu... YKacHasl, BeCbhMa CKaHJaJIbHAsl HCTOPHS C €€ MPOMCXOXK-
aeHreM cBs3aHa. YTto-To Takoe EnmsaBera criblmiana o 6ercrse 3aMmyKHEH JaMbl C JKEHAThIM O(u-
[IEpOM, O TOM, KaK MaTh 3TOW 3arpsiKCKo¥ OblIa MpecTaB/ieHa 3aKOHHOW CYMpyre CBOEro JIoOOB-
HHKa, KOTOpasi OKPYKUJIa ee MaTepPUHCKOM JIACKOH, KOT/Ia Ta yMUpasa OT pOIoB, OPOIIEHHAs TOBECOM
3arpsiKCKUM. .

AX, HEeroxe CIUIETHU JieJiesTh, ofepHyna cedst EnmnzaBera AnekceeBHa. CynuThb IPyriux MOXKET
TOJIBKO YeJIOBEK Oe3yNpeyHblil, OTTOro M rocyaapbiHs ExkarepuHa Oblia CTONb TEpUMa K APYTUM,
YTO 3HaJla CBOU Ipexu. BoT u TbI 3Haii!

W, moMumo BOMM, CKOJIb3HYIA 110 Iy0aM yiIbIOKa: TPeX — OH CTpallieH TOJIbKO Ha UCTIOBEAU U B
HaKa3aHWUM, a Ipellla, UCTIHITBIBACIh TAKOE CYacThe!

Ox, lN'ocrionu, nmpocru!

dpeiinuHa, KOTOpast Tak ¥ MOKUpasa ria3aMyd UMIIepaTpuIly, oiMaa 3Ty YAbIOKy pajoCcTHO,
HHY Ha MUT HE YCOMHUBIIIKCh, YTO Ta a[JpeCcoBaHa €M, U cpasy Iojaja rouoc:

— Barie BenuecTBO, €ro BeJIMYECTBO JKeJlaeT Ballle BEJTMYECTBO HABECTHUTh.

— Yro? — npuBckoumia B nocresnu Ennsasera. — Ero BenmuectBo xkenaer... Yro-To ciayunnocs?
IMo kako¥ HaIOOHOCTH OH XOYEeT MPUNTH?

Bompoc 0buT HeykIIIOX, KOHeUHO. Pa3Be cymnpyry HyxkHa ocodas HaJOOHOCTh, YTOOBI HaBe-
ctuth keHy? Ceil BOMPOC BbIIAT HEMPOCThIE OTHOIIEHHSI, KOTOPBIE CBA3BIBATIA UMIIEpATOpa U UMIIe-
parpwuily... Bopouem, 4To TyT BbIIaBaTh, BCEM U3BECTHO IPO 3TO ... U OTHOIIEHHUIA-TO, MOKHO CKa-
3aTh, BOBCE HeT!

—Tocynapb oGecriokoeH, — 3a/1yIIeBHBIM I'OJIOCOM IMPOroBOpHIIa 3arpskKCKasi, MOJHAMAS C M0
oOpoHeHHbIi Enn3aBeToil miatok. — EMy 1071051 O BallieM He3[J0pOBbe, U FocyAaph BechbMa odec-
MOKOEH !
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— A B Y4eM COCTOMT MOe He3/I0poBbe? — U30 BCeX CHJI Ooiuachk, cripocwia Enmzasera. — U kTo
3TOT ciyx nmyctui? He Bbl i Ta cOpoka, KOTOpasi CIUIETHU CTajla Pa3HOCUTh?

B sipkux kapux raszax 3arpssKCKod MeJIbKHYIIa 00K/a, OJHAKO TYT e U roracia. Bzamen ocra-
J1aCh TOJIbKO MPEJAaHHOCTh, U HUYETo, KpOMeE Hee.

— Hy kaxk xe, — npoTsiHyna oHa oOeckypaxeHHo. — Kak sxe?! Baia TormHora... 3T0 1 He Mpu-
3HaK XxBopu?

I'maza y Hee ObUIM TakKe sICHBIC, OHA aX TYOKU OAHTUKOM CJIOKWIIA, IOKAa3bIBasl CBOIO UCKPEH-
HIOI0 03200YEHHOCTh COCTOSTHHEM TOCYAApbIHU, U Tiepesl Enr3zaBeToil BAPYT BHOBB MPOIUIBUIO BOCIIO-
MHWHAHUE U3 BPEMCH [IECTUJIETHEN JaBHOCTH.

B 1y nopy Enu3zaBera oO6Hapysxuia, uto 6epeMeHHa, ¥ Oblla ICTUHHO cuacTivBa. Tak 3HAYMT,
HEJIOBKME, TOPOILIMBbIE, MIOUTH CTHIIIMBbIC JIACKH, KOTOPBIX €€ MOPOI0 yI0CTauBall MYyX, BCE-TaKU
nipuHecsu cBou oAbl KHsass Anam Yapropslilckuii, KOTOPBI HEYMOJIMMO Y HACTOMYMBO, IIPY I10JI-
HOM IIOITyCTUTENbCTBE AJIeKCaHApa, yXxaxuBai 3a EnnszaBerold, cCBsi3aHHbIE C HUM JYIIEBHBIE TEP3a-
HUS U TPEMeT cepalia, KOTOPbI OHa BCErla UCIBIThIBAJIA ITPU BUJE ITOTO YEPHOIVIA30ro Kpacaslia, —
BCE MIHOBEHHO BbLJIeTeN 0 U3 Tos1oBbl EnnzaBetsl. Tem Oosiee 4To OHa O4YeHb CcTpajalia OT IypHOTH B
niepBbie MecsIpbl. JlypHOTY IPUXOIUIIOCH CKPBIBATh, KOO CJIMIIIKOM PaHO OOBSIBIIATH O TOM, UTO BEJH-
Kas KHATUHS B TATOCTU, CYMTAJIOCH IJIOXOM MprMeTor. OHAKO B HOSIOpE CKPBIBAThH CITyYMBIIIeECs
yXe He ObUIO BO3MOKHOCTH.

Bce ouenn oOpasoBasuch, u naxe uMrepatop [laBen He ckpbut cBoero Boctopra. Benb Asiek-
canap u EnuzaBera xeHatbl yxe 1iecTb JeT. [JJaBHo nopa nosiButhes aetsim! JlaBHO mopa poguTh
OyIyIero HacieIHIKa mpecrosal

Opnako 18 mas y Benukon KHruHu EnnzaBetsl AJiekceeBHBI pouiiack Ao4b. Bee, Bripouewm,
COYJIM, UTO JIMXa Oeja Hayasio, ¥ OT TyIIIY MPa3AHOBAIN POXAEHUE HOBOM BEJTMKOM KHSDKHBI. M nmme-
parop IlaBen pagoBascs, HOCKOIbKY OAHOBPEMEHHO C U3BECTUEM O MOSBIEHUM BHYUYKU OH MOJIYYUII
coobrienune o nmodene CyBopoBa B Mranmmu, oTKyaa rocyaapio ObUTH JIOCTaBJICHBI HETIPUATEIbCKIE
MOBEP/KEHHbIE 3HAMEHA.

3a EnmzaBeroi, eciiM OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl HEXOPOIIIO, a MEPBbIE MECSAIIBl €€ TIOUTH Herpe-
PBIBHO TOILIHUIIO, yXakuBasla KHskHa Mapus Cearononk-YerBeptuHckas. OHa Tora elne He BbIllIa
3amyk 3a [Imutpusi HapelkrHa, KOTOpBIA OyleT CKBO3b MajbIbl CMOTPETh Ha TO, YTO €ro KeHy
Ha30BYT HOBOM Acmazueir. OH 6e3pONOTHO OTIACT ee UMIIEpaTopy, OJeCTSIIIe UCTIOTHUB POJIb HOBOTO
AmputproHa.

Ha, 6ymymas moOoBHUIIA AJIeKCaHpa B Ty TIOPY OYeHb cApyKuiack ¢ EnnzaBetoit. A oH Bce
Ooubiie comkancs ¢ AgamoM YapTOphIICKUM, CTapasich BCIUECKHU 3alUINATh €r0 OT HEMIJIOCTE
OTIIa, KOTOPbIA MTHOBEHHO OIOJTYAJICS TIPOTHB MYKUMH, HE PacHOIOKEHHBIX K BOGHHOU CitykOe. Y
KHs135 AZJaMa He MIMeJIOCh HY MaJICHIIero JKeIaHusl THYThCS Tiepe]] KeM Obl To HU ObLIO BO (ppyHT. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, AJIEKCaHp TOOUJICS AJIs1 HEro YBOJIbHEHUSI CO CITyXKObI M TIepeBO/ia B CBUTY BEJIMKOM
KHsKHBI Ekareprnsl 11aBiioBHbI, KOTOPYIO Bce AoMallHue 3Baiv KaTpuH. AJlekcaHIp Tak HOCHIICA
C YCTPOHCTBOM CyIbOBI Jpyra, 4TO Majo MHTEPECOBAICS U KEHOW, U JI0Yephio. A Mexay TeM ooe
OHU BbI3bIBAJIM OyKBAJILHO HE3[OPOBHIN UHTepec Mpu ABope. OcoOSHHO 3aHMMasa BCeX BHEIIHOCTD
MaJICHbKOU BEJIMKOUN KHSIKHBI.

B INaBnoBcke nMrieparpuiia BApyr nornpocuia Enuzasery npucnats eil pedeHKa, XOTs IeBOUYKe
UCTIOJIHWJIOCh BCETro TPU Mecslla, a OT JIOMa BEJMKOTo KHs3s A0 BOpIAa ObLJIO JOBOJIBHO AAJIEKO.
[puninock, oqHAKO, TOBUHOBATHLCS, a TIOTOM, KOI/Ia JIEBOYKY MpUBe3n oOpaTtHO, Enn3asera y3Hasa
OT JIaM, COIMpPOBOXJABIIMX peGeHka, uTo Mapbsi deopoBHa HOCWIIA MAJIBIIKY K MMIIEpaTopy.
Huckoinbko He mofo3peBasi rpo3bl, COOpaBIIeiics Hall ee royioBol, Ennzasera Obuia OnarogapHa rocy-
AapblHe, CUUTAsl STO MPOCTO JKeJTaHUEM TMOM000BATHCS BHYUKOM. OIHAKO OHA 5KECTOKO OIIMOATACh.
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Cpazy xe mocie BuzuTa Mapbeu PenopoBHBI B30CIIEHHBIN UMIIepaTop IMpHUKa3al CBOEMY
kameprepy ®Penopy PocromunHy Hammcath npukas o ccbiike YaTopsiiickoro B CHOMPCKUI TIOJK U
HEBHO BOCKJIMKHYI:

— JKeHa u 104b MHe ceifuac pacKpbUIH I71a3a HA MHUMOTO peOeHKa MOero ChiHa!

Oxkazanoce, uMIepaTpyiia €X|aAHO HAIIOMHMUIIA MYy Ky, UTO U Asiekcanp, u Enusasera ceetio-
BOJIOCHI ¥ CBETJIONIa3bl, OJJHAKO Y J€BOUKH TEMHBIE I71a3a U TEMHbIE BOJIOCHL. CITyYMBILIAsCS [TPU STOM
[lapnotrrta JIluBeH, BocnUTaTeNIbHUIIA A€TEH rocyaapsi, poOKO MOMbITAIACh OCTYJUTh I'HEB MMIIepa-
TOpA, MPOIIENTaB, YTo [ 0Cob-/1e BCEMOTYIII, OHAKO TOJIKY OT €€ 3aCTYITHUYECTBa ObLIO MAJIO.

W Gonpliie HUKTO HAYETO HE PeIInIcs CKa3arh B 3amuTy EnmmsaBeTst u ee yectu. M naxe oHa
cama He oOpaTu/ia BHUMaHUE UMIIepaTopa Ha TO, YTO OH HUYEM, HU €JMHOW YEePTOYKOM JIMIa U TeM
rayve 9TUM HeJIeNbIM KyPHOCBIM HOCOM He MOX0X Ha cBoux poautesei. [Touemy? [Toromy uto I'oc-
noap Bcemoryin! Opnako uro no3BosiieHo fOnmrepy...

Herenomo, yem koHumsIoch Okl Aes10, Kadbl He Penop Pocromund. OH ¢ IpeBeIMKUM TPYIOM
ymonu I1aBna He O30pUTh CHOXY TPOMKHM CKaHJAJIOM.

HayTpo Benukuil KHs13b Asiekcanap y3Has1 oT YapTOpbICKOro, 4TO TOT MOJTYYMJI [IPUKa3 yexaTb
u3 [1aBnoBcka 1 mockopee oTipaBuThes B Mtanuio B kauecTBe nociaaHHuKa ot Poccun k kopouo Cap-
IWHUH, KOTOPOTO PEBOJIIOIMOHHASI CMyTa ¥ BOWHA BBIHYVJIM MIOKMHYTH CBOE TOCYJAPCTBO U OITyK-
1aTh N0 pasHbIM obnacTsam Mtanuu, rae eme CoOXpaHsuics MUP.

DTO 0KA3aJI0Ch CAMOM HACTOSAIIEH CChIIKOW, U HETPYIHO OBLIO JI0TaaThCsl, YTO MPUIUHON ee
CTaJIi TEMHBIE IJIa3a U BOJIOCH MAJICHBKOW BEJIMKOM KHSKHBI Mapuu.

Herenomo, 4to cribHee OCKOpOWIo AJleKcaHIpa — TO, YTO €My TKHYJIM B JIAIIO BO3MOKHOM
M3MEHOU KeHbI, WJIM U3THAHWe ero JIyqIlero qpyra. AJieKcauap ere Oosblie otaamwicsa ot Enuza-
BETHI, OTHOIIICHUSI MEX/Ty HUIMHU TeTiepb HeJlb3s1 ObLJIO Ha3BaTh MHBIM CJIOBOM, KaK Jie/IsTHbIC.

Korpa neBouka ckoHuanace (EnuzaBere 4yauiioch, 4To €€ 104b yMepsia He OT BOCHAJIEHUS
MO3ra, a 3aJI0XHYJIach B aTMocepe BceoOIel MoI03pUTEIbHOCTA U HeIOOPOKENIaTeIbCTBA), HMITe-
parpuIia epxkanach ¢ IPUIMIHON CKOPOBIO, OHAKO HE CKpbIBajia 0OJIErYeHusl, YTO IBYCMBICTICHHAS
CUTYyaIs1 Tak OBICTPO pa3peruiack. Ho Ha BClo MMIIepaTopcKyio (paMuIivio mpou3Besia yapyJaroiiee
BIleyaT/ieHue crpaimHas ckopob Enmmszasertsl. Eif ka3aiock, 9To KU3HB ee Tenepb KOHumIach. M HuKa-
KOro yTeueHus AJleKcaHIp, 3aMKHYBILIHIICS B CBOEM BBICOKOMEPHH, HE MOT el 1aTb. He couyBcTBO-
BaJIu eil u ero cecTpel. bosee Toro, kak-to paz Mapwst degopoBHa MPOroBOpPMIIACh, YTO OHA U HE
oOpatwia Obl BHUMAHMSI Ha TEMHBIE TJIa3KU M KYJIPSIIKA MaJbIKu, KaObl He Katpun. iMeHHO oHa
BJIWJIA 171 TIOIO3PEHUS B YIIM CBOUX HEJIAJIEKUX POAUTEINIEH.

Enu3zaBera u paHbliie 4yBCTBOBaIA, YTO0 KaTpuH OTHOCUTCS K HEl CyX0 U HeJJOOpOXesaTebHO,
HO TEIepb OHa 3HaJIa, YTO 30J10BKA €i UCTUHHBIN Bpar.

%k % %

Katpun, Karpum... TomHo gaxe ngymars o Heil! EnuzaBera BHOBD OIyTHIIA TPOTUBHBIN MTPU-
BKYC BO PTy — M BHE3aITHO BCIIOMHMJIA, KaK IOMaJa B €€ IITaT 3arpsKckasi. 3a Hee IIPOCHsIa MaTh-
umrneparpuia, Mapbst @eopoBHA, HO PaHBIIIE... paHbIlle 3arpsokcKast Obl1a B urciie (ppeiiviH Beu-
Kol KHskHbI Exarepunst [1aBnoBHb!!

VY EnuzaBeTsl 1axe XOJOIOK IO cnuHe mpodeskan. Yro ke crpsciock Mexay Karpun u ee
dpeiimnoi? Ipeanonoxum, Mo KakoW-TO MPUYMHE BeIMKas KHSDKHA OCTaIach € HeIOBOJIbHA U
cripoBaguia ot ce0s. Ho B Takux cutyanusix (peiyimHy Bps JIM HAlpaBaT Ha MeCTO Kyaa Oosee
BBICOKOE 10 CTaTyCy: B LITAT F'OCYAApbIHY, [1a €IlIe C IPOTEeKLIMeN caMoil Matepu-ummneparpuusl. Her,
TYT Kakasi-TO MHTpUra, kotopoi EnmzaBeTa no cBoeMy npoCTOAYIIMIO HE pa3rajaa...

A 4ro pazraapiBath-T0? 3aueM KaTpuH Moriia mogcyHyTh B €€ IITaT OJHY U3 CBOMX IIPUCITYXK-
HULI, €CJIA HE IJISI TOrO, YTOOBI IIITHOHUTE 3a HEl?

Borpoc: Havana i yke 3arpsiKckast 3T0 JesaTh WM TOIBKO cooupaercs?
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EnuzaBera ¢ ucrmyrom BCIOMHIMIJIA HOUHYIO TTOCYIUHY, B KOTOPYIO €€ BhIpBasio. B o0s3aHHOCTH
(bpeityinH He BXOOUT NMPUCITYKUBATh IIPU TyaJleTe, OQHAKO BAPYT 3arpsKcKasi Ty/la HEB3HAYal 3arisi-
Her?! EnuzaBete crajio IypHO NP MBICTH, KaKOW OHA OblIa OecrieuHor. DTO Bejlb YKac, YTO MOXKET
BBICMOTPETb U Pa3HIOXaTh 3arpsKcKasi, y KOTOPOW, IPU BCEH €€ KpacoTe HOC U BIPSMb JIUCHA, TIPO-
HBIPJIMBBIN, BEpHEe axe, OapCyunid.

Bnpouem, Enm3aBera 3Hana, uto ceifuac He BpeMsi PUIaBaThCs C1abOCTH, He BPEMS TPYCHTh.

— Iepenaiite rocygapio, 4to s 4yBCTBYIO ceOsl peBocxonHO. HaBemmaTh MeHs1 Kak OOMsIIyio
HeT HafoOHoCTH. Sl cama BhIiy K 00e/ly, IyCTh €ro BeJIMYECTBO HE TPEBOKHUTCS.

[Tpomesnbk pa3zouyapoBaHMs B TEMHBIX IVIa3aX 3arpsukCKOM JOCTABUII €1 MUMOJIETHOE YAOBOJIb-
crBue u nipujan cuibl. U Bee ke EnmzaBera uyBcTBOBasia cedst prsruecku cadoi, HACTONBKO, 4TO
ellBa cMoIJ1a NofHAThCs. Ho oHa BCOMHMIIA YepHBIE KYIpU, KOTOPBIE HAKPYYHBaJla Ha MaJiel], BCIIOM-
HWIA, KaK JUIMHHBIE PECHUIIbI IIEKOTAIH €l IIEeKy, KaKk OHA CMesilach B €ro Iefyomue ryosl... 1
3acMesiiach CHOBa. YTo OBl C HEMl HM MPOU3O0ILIO, KaK Obl HA ObLI KECTOK M PABHOIYILIEH MYX, KaK
Obl HU H30IIpsiIack KaTpuH 1 HU JIOMasio HE30POBbE, CKOJIBKO ObI HY CIIIETHUY A TPUOIMKEHHbIE
— HUKTO ¥ HUYTO HE CMOXET OTHSTh y Hee OJa)keHHBIX BOCTIOMUHAHUI O MUHYBILIEH HOUM U uepe/e
APYTUX MOMOOHBIX K€ HOYEH, O TOM CUYACTIIMBEUIIIEM, JIyUIlIeM B ee )KU3HU BPEMEHH, KOrJa Bce 3TO
Havyasoch JJ1s Hee...

— Bae BoicovecTBo... — Karpun npucena nepen OpaToM.

KoncranTtun noxain mredamu. OHO KOHEYHO, noblesse oblige,’ 1 Bce Takoe, HO 9TH 1IEpEeMOHUH,
KOTOpbIe MOPOM HAYMHAIM Pa3BOJUTH CECTPbI, €ro MOPSAKOM pazipakann. TakuMm ke U MOKONHBIMA
OaTiomika ObLI, OT HEro JeBYOHKHU TIIYNOCTel HaxBaTamch. C MaTYIIKOM U CTApIIUM OpaToM IpOIIie.
Nmmneparopa Koncrantua BooO1e Carkoii 30BeT, U Hu4ero. Pazymeercs, He MPHITIOAHO — MTPUITIONHO
oH u caMm He Kocrsa, He Korbka, He KoHcTtautun maxe, a Benukuil kKHsa3b Koncrantud IlasimoBuy.
Ho cecrpuiisl moOuim Bce 3TH MpHUCeAaHusT BOKPYT ceOs1, 0COOSHHO BesnKasl KHsbkHa Ekarepmna
[NaBnoBHa, a monpocty — Karpun. [daxe korma O6par AJiekcaHap mHcall eid, TO Bcerna oopamiasics
Ha «Bb». OJJHAKO MUCHhMa 3T ObLIM KaK pa3 U3 TeX, rje oOpalieHre Ha «ThD» BHIIJISAAETO Obl Kyaa
YMECTHEH. ..

OpHax e KoHCTaHTHH 3a11iesT B ero KaOWHeT W yBHUJIE Ha CTOJIe KPYyroM M3MapaHHBIN YepHU-
JIaMU JIMCTOK — brouillon®.

AJekcaH/Ip Bce CBOM MUChMa ¢ OpyJIbOHAMU THCAJT, XOTS JTaBHEHBKO KaHyJu B JIeTy Te mocThI-
JIble BpeMeHa, KOr/1a HaJl IOHBIMU BEJIMKMMU KHS3bsIMU BEUHO HABUCAJT YUUTENb (DPAHIy3CKOM rpam-
Matuku. KoHCTaHTHHY cpa3y OpOCHIIHCH B IV1a3a CJI0Ba BeChbMa HEKHBIC U TTBUIKHE:

«[Ipowatime, ouapoearue moux ouei, G1aA0LIMUUA MO€20 CEPOUA, C8eMOU 8eKd, UYy0o NPUPOObL,
a ayuue — buzam buzsamosna ¢ npUnAOCHYMbIM HOCUKOM...»

Koncrantun Bckunyin 6posu. [1po3suiiie bussim buzsimoBnsl Hocuna B cembe Karpun. 3Hauur,
Camika niucan eit. Hy uro %k, Bcem u3BectHo: Karpun o0oxaet Oparta, a oH 000kaeT, Koraa 000xkaioT
ero. U Bcerga rotoB OTBETUTH MPUBSI3AHHOCTHIO HA MPUBS3AHHOCTD.

KoHcTaHnTuH CKOMB3HYI B3MISAAOM 1O MTUCHMY JIajIblIIe:

«Ymo noodenvieaem eéaut 0opoeoii Hocuk? MHe max npusimHo NPUNCUMAMBCS K HEMY U Yeno-
eéamw e20!»

On xmbikHy. Hocuk y Katpun u BnpaBy 3a0aBHbiil. Ha camom siesie oHa Obljta Tako# ke Kyp-
HOCOM, Kak caM KoHcTaHTHH (B OATIONIKY yAATKUCh!), OHAKO TOT Aypalikuidi Hoc npuaaet KoHcraH-
TUHY, MPSIMO CKaXeM, XaMCKU BUJ, a KaTpuHKy /enaer oyapoBare/ibHOM U Jep3KOM, 3aAUPUCTOM

3 Noblesse oblige — dpanIy3cKkuii hpaseonorn3m, OyKBaIbHO O3HAYAIOIINI «IIPOUCXOXKACHIE 00s3bIBacT

6 YepHOBHK, HAOPOCOK (hpaniy. ).
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takoit! Hajo nonarars, yto AnekcaHapy, KOTOPBIA SIBUJICS HA CBET C AaHTUYHBIM MTPOUIIEM U 3pUT
TaKoM ke MPO(IIb €KEJHEBHO y CBOEW CYNPYTrH, OPOM HAOEIAeT COBEPILEHCTBO U XOUYETCS Yero-
HUOYb STAKOTO... MAJIOBIMBOTO, BepHee, (PPUBOJIBHOTO.

KoHcranTHH niepeBen 11a3a Ha CJIeAYIOILyI0 CTPOKY M UyTh HE TIONEePXHYJICS, IPOYUTAB:

«Ecau Bot u be3ymuya, mo camas eocxumumenvras us écex. A oes yma om Bac... Bawa 110606
Heo0OX00UMA 051 MO€20 CHacmuvsl, nomomy umo Bui camoe kpacueoe cyujecmeo 6 mupe... A 6e3ymmo
aroono Bac! A padyrocs, kak odeporcumbviil, Koeoa eudxcy Bac!»

— D-3... — pacTepsHHO NpOTsAHY1 KOHCTaHTHH, He Beps IazaMm. DyKBbl muchMa IUISICANIH.
CTpouKkH 1M BKPUBB U BKOCh. [Trcanock cue npu3HaHue, TOX0Ke, MOCIEIHO, OTPBIBOYHO, KaK eCiu
Obl ANIeKcaHp HaXOAWJICs He B Jajy ¢ yyBcTBamu. Hy na, mpo 4yBcTBa Bce MOHSITHO, HO ObLT JI OH
B JIJIy C PacCyJKOM, BOT B 4YeM BOITPOC, KOTI/Ia MPOIOJIKAJ CBOE TIOCJIaHNEe TAKUMH BOT CJIOBAMM:

«[Ipumuasuwuce Kk Bam, xax 06e3ymHblii, s HAOEOCL HACAAOUMbCsE omoblxom 8 Bawux 06vs1-
MUSX... Y6bl, 5 He MO2Y 60CNONb306AMbCS CBOUMU OABHUMU NPABAMU (51 2080pI0 0 Bawwux nodickax,
Buvi nonumaeme?) u nokpotmu ux HedcHeliuumu noyeaysmu é Baweii cnanvhe...»

— Mars vectHast! — npodopmotan Koncrantus. — [a 31o uro xke?! 1o 4TO X Takoe, a?!

Bor te6e u mpamopHoe OoxectBo! Bor TeGe m Amnomion, comenmumii Ha 3emimio! Hudero
ceOe, Kakue )KyTKHe CTPacTH KHITAT, OKasbiBaeTcsi, B Camkunou rpyau! IIpoTrBoecTecTBeHHbIE CTpa-
CTU-TO!

CnoB Het, KOHCTaHTHH HHMKOTIa He J1aBaJl ce0e OKOPOTY B CBOMX YBJICUEHHUSIX, 32 TO U BO3HE-
HaBHJIeJla ero 3aKOHHasl Cynpyra, 3ta npecky4Has Onuana... MosHuel, npeHenpusTHENIEeNn MoJ-
HUEH MPOMEJbKHYJIO BOCIOMMHAHUE O TOM, KaK OH BBIIIEN U3 CIIAJIbHU B pasrap Houu ¢ 15 Ha 16
deBpans 1796 ropa — cBoeit OpauHOi HOUM! — U, YYBCTBYSI ceOsl HEBBIHOCUMO OTMHOKHUM, KaJKUM,
HECUYaCTHBIM, cell B repeaHel komHarte. OH TUIOTHO 3aKPbUT 32 COOOH IBEPh, HO OOMKEHHbIE, KaK1e-
TO JIETCKME BCXJIUIBIBAHUS JIOHOCHJIHCH U CIOZIA.

KoHcraHTHH HayTMIT B G0KaJT MAMIIAHCKOTO — KTO-TO U3 MPHSITENeH 1M03a00TUIICS OCTaBUTh HA
TYaJIETHOM CTOJIMKE OYTBUIKY M MPOOOYHMK! — M BbIMWI 3aiamoM. [Totom yxHya v BTOpOi OoKal.
Cepnue cnerka corpenocb. OTuero-to oH BCIIOMHIJI, Kak mucai Jlarapiy, cBoemy ObIBIIIEMY BOCIH-
Taremo, MucbMo. PpaHily3 Ype3BBYAHO MHTEPECOBAJICS YCIIeXaMy CBOMX LIAPCTBEHHBIX MOIOIEY-
HBIX, HO ¥ AnlekcaHp, 1 KoHCTaHTHH oTHeCIuCh K cebe BecbMa caMOKpUTHIHO. OcodeHHo KoHcran-
THH, KOTOPBI BOOOIIIE JIIOOUT pyouTsh ¢ myieda. OH Hanwcalt: «B dgenaduamu nem st Huuezo He 3Haio.
Bvimb 2pybvim, Hesexicausbim, 0ep3KUM — 80N K Uemy s CMpemMaroce. SHaAHue Moe U NpULexdcamue
odocmolinbl apmetickoeo bapadanujuxa. Cro8om, U3 MeHs HUUe20 He Gbliioem 80 6CH0 MOI0 HCU3HbY .

Emy Torna 610 1BEHaALATh, HO OH U CEAYac TOTOB MOAIUCATHCS MO/ KAk IbIM CJIOBOM U3 TOTO
nucbMa. «M3 MeHsi HU4ero He BBIAJET BO BCIO MOIO KU3Hb...» M B Takoe ykacHOe COCTOSIHME CaMo-
YHUUMKEHUSI €r0 IOBEPr KaKOW-TO KaJIKUI 4ac, KOTOPBII OH IIPOBEJT Ha JIOKE ITOM TYIOM, XOJIOAHOM,
reperyraHHoi, HeyMeJiol, HeJTACKOBOM, UpE3MEPHO CThIJJIUBOM JIEBYOHKHU.

Ona uto, nypa? INonHas aypa? Heyxenu oHa He 3HaJIa, YTO AT MEXKIY COOOM MyKUUHA U
JKEHIIIMHA, KOTJ]a CTAHOBSITCSI My>KeM U jkeHou? Heyskenu ee Mmamariia, Ioxoxasi Ha BaKHYIO T'YCBIHIO,
yBepsijia ee, YTO MOJIOJION CYNpPYT BCIO HOYb OyJeT UrpaTh ¢ Hell B MOAKUIHOro nypaka? Wmm, dero
100poro, MPUMETCsl YUTATh el 1o-(paHIly3cKu Tpareauio Pacuna «®enpa»?

Xots oHa Heboch gaxe PacrHa cousia Obl CIUITIKOM pa3BpaTHBIM !

KoHcranTHHA niepeiepHyio OT BCXJIMITBIBAHUM, KOTOPBIE IO CHX TOP 3BYYall Y HEro B yIlax.
Kak ona cmena Bectu ce0si Tak, OynToO OH... OYATO OH CBUpENbIN 3BEPb, UyIOBHUINE, HACUIBHHUK U
pazooiiHuk?! ByaTro oH S3bIYHMK, a OHA — MyYEHHIIA-XPUCTHAHKA, KOTOpasi BO YTO ObI TO HU CTAJIO
JO/KHA 00epedb IeBUYbIo uecThb? Kaiib, YTO Hesb3s CBSI3aTh 3Ty NOMEIIaHHYIO Ha CBOE HEBUHHO-
CTH AyPOUKY U BBICTPEJIUTS €10 U3 MYIIKH, KAK OH HEKOT/1a CTPEJIsT U3 KPbIC 10 0a0yIIKUHBIM (ppeii-
muHam! ITpaBo, xajb.

C roii Houn FOnmana, kpemeHHass AHHOM, Bo3HeHaBuena myxa. Hy u nagno! Koncrantun
TOXE €€ BO3HEHABHJIEJ M C TeX Mop BeJl ceOsl Kak CBOOOIHBIN yesoBeK. Kakux TONBKO KEHIMH OH
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He nepernpoOoBan! [Ijisi HEro He CyIIeCTBOBAJIO Pa3HUIIBI MEXAY JEBUYOHKAMM U jaamamu. Jliooui
OH TaKke MOPOI0 HACIATUThCS KaKOW-HUOY/Ib HEMOJIONOW 0CO00I0, YTOOBI U3 €€ OMbiTa HaOpaThCs
HABBIKOB JIJIs1 O1ibITa cBoero. Clly4yanoch, TACKA B OOBSITUSIX U MATBUUIIIEK — JIa HY, HIYEro ocoOeH-
HOT'0, KCHIIMHBI JTYYIIIe, OTHAKO I KOJUICKIMH TOTO e JTIOOOBHOTO, YYBCTBEHHOT'O OITBITA FOJIMIIOCH
Bce! Ho 4ToOB MOCMOTpETh Ha CBOMX CecTep, KaK Ha JKeHIIVH, ¢ KOMMU MOXHO TTPOBECTH BpeMs B
MOCTEN. ..

Her, sTo HeBo3moxHO, HembicnMo! Hy u 6oromogoousiii Anekcanap!!! Kak xe ero yropas-
IO Tak ocKopoMuTbesi?! C Ipyroil CTOpOHbI, My>KUMHA — CYILIECTBO MCKyliaemoe. Vckyiaemoe
JKEHIMHON. 3HauuT, Bcsi BUHaA Ha Karpun. Ha sToii manasge...

Camas HacTosiIIasi OHA I1ajlaBa v eCTh!

KoHcTanTHH 3agymasicsl M 4yTh He 1103a0bUI, 3a4eM, COOCTBEHHO, SIBIIICS K cecTpe. A Karpun
MeXy TeM yCTaBIJIACh HEOYMEHHO M Mmoo3puTesibHO. M onacka uynuiack KoHcTaHTHHY BO B30pe
ee OrpoMHBIX TonyObix a3. Hy na, peutblie B mymiky... HeGochk ceituac mepeOupaeT CBOU IPEIiky U
rajaeT, U3BeCTHO Jiu 0 HUX KOHCTaHTHHY. A BIpoYyeM, OH BeJlb B CEMbe MapIIMBasi OBIIA, TAK UTO HE
crout otiieneHke Katpun 6osTees otmieneniia Koncrantuxa. TeM made 4to mpuiiies OH He BBICOKO-
HpPaBCTBEHHBIE Oece/bl BECTH, a Opara criacaTh.

Bort TonpKO Kak Obl mojyioBYee K 3Tomy jeny noactynuth? [onenmukataei?

OpnHako Bce 3aroTOBJICHHBIE TTOIXOALIBI BAPYT BblIeTe M n3 KoHCTaHTMHOBOM OyWHOKYIPSIBOM
TOJIOBBI, 1 OH pyOaHYyJI C Ijieya:

— KarpuH, cnaercsa mue, 4yto geno HenagHo. He kaxercs Jiv Bam, YTO BEHEll Ha rojioBe AJeK-
canzapa [TaBnoBuya... — CTomio Obl, KOHEYHO, CKa3aTh morpocty: «Ha CamkuHoi roose», Ho KoH-
CTQHTUH peNIn C/IesiaTh HeOOXOAMMbIE PEeBEPAHCH, YTOOBI PACIIONIOKUTH K cede cecTpy. — Benerl,
cTajio ObITh, UMIIEPATOPCKHUI HA €r0O TOJIOBE HECKOJIBKO IMTOKOCHIICS ?

Tomy6ble r1a3a, u 6e3 TOro OrpoOMHbIE, PACHIUPIITUCH U HATIOHUIIUCH ykacoM. KaTpuH HepBHO
XPYCTHYJIA MAJIbIIAMK 1 TIPUOKaJia JIAJIOHU KO PTY, CIOBHO KPUK JaBUJIa, a cama MooJie/iHesNa Tak, 4To
KoHcTaHTHH 1a)ke pyKU MPUTOTOBUIICS BBICTABUTH, YTOOBI MOJXBATUTh MEHBIIYIO CECTpPy, KOraa Ta
OpsIKHETCsI B OOMOPOK.

«Bmobnena, aypa, B Hero, Kak KoIIka, — MpadHo nogyman Koncrantun. — HebGoch pemniia,
YTO 5 TIPUIIIETT ee CTHIIUTD, YT0OB Ha CallKy MomycTy He msiiack. HeT, Halo ee 3aMyk MOocKopei
MIPUCTPOUT... TIOJTHBIM-TIONTHO B EBpoIie HelmpuKasHHBIX MPUHIIEB, a JIeBKa 3acuesack. Bes B coky,
BOT ¥ BOMBaeT ceOe B TojioBy HeBecTh uTo! XoTh Calllka ¥ MMcaHbIi KpacaBell, a BCe X Opat U KeHa-
TBIA YEJIOBEK, 3HAUUT, HE MO | »

IToka oOpaser] CynpyKeckoll BEpHOCTH, BEMKUN KHsI3b KOHCTAaHTWH, 3TaK Pa3sMBIIUISI,
Katpun oTkienna, HakoHell, CyIOPOKHO CTUCHYTYIO PYYOHKY OTO pTa M MpoOOpMOTaa:

— Yro BB MMeeTe B BUAYy, Oparen; Koncrantun I1aBnoBud, Baiiie BHICOYECTBO?

Tby... ciI0Ba B IPOCTOTE HE CKAXKET, U TYT C BoIkpyTacamu! «bparen; Koncrantus IaBnoBuu»
CEpIUTO MOKOCHUJICS HA CECTPY U JISTTHYJI:

— A 10, uto porar Camka! JlomHu mMou 171a3a. — OH BOOOIIE MPEANIOYNTAT BIPAKATHCS TM0-
PYCCKH, TeM Tadye OyJy4Yd B CHUIbHOM PacCTPOMCTBE WJTH, CKaXeM, B MIOJIMTHH, U BRIPAKEHUS TOT/IA
noioupa camble OThsIBIeHHBIE. — Ecii He 3aBena Haia OaieHcKast TUXOHs ceOe MOOOBHUKA !

Karpun MraoBeHue tapaiimiach Ha HEro, HO BOT IOCIIEIIHO onmycTiwia riaza. A KoHctaHTUH
OCTaJICsl CaM Ha Hee TapallluThCsl, IOTOMY YTO B CBEPKAIOIIUX TOMyOBbIX OYaX CECTPbl OTPa3UIIOCh
TaKoe HeCKphIBaeMoe 0OJIeryeHre, YTo Ha Hero OTOpOoITh HaIllIa.

Kak ke 310 nonumats, rocrioga? OHa pagyercsi, 4TO UMIIEPATOP POCCUICKUI YBEHYaH poramu?
A Kak xe JoOoBb 1 kanocth?! Vmu cecTpuria HajieeTcs, 4To, y3HaB 00 u3MeHe keHbl, Callka mpo-
roHUT OT ceOs Enm3zasery?

Hy, 3T0 MOXeT cTaThbcs, TONBKO Kakasi ¢ Toro Beiroga Karpun? 3amyx 3a ce0s1 Anekcanap ee
HE BO3bMET, TaK NoYeMy pajocTH ctoibko?! 3nopanactByer? Hy u xkecTokasi sxe TBaphb!

Her, TyT 4T0-TO MHOE, HHOE...
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A nonu 3Hait yto! KuBu KOHCTaHTHH XOTh MATHCOT JIET, OH BCE PaBHO HUKOIZIA HE NOMMET
eHIIMH. OHU Be/lb JIMIIb KaXyTCsl IPOCTEHbKUMU. A Ha JieJie — 0-T0-T0!

k% %

Bor ueproBIIMHA, HY HUKaK OH HE MOT U30aBUTHCS OT 9TUX Oe3yMHBIX BocrioMuHaHui! Yect-
HOE CJIOBO, YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s, Oy/ITO MAJIbUMINKA, KOTOPBIA TOJIHKO MO3HAJ KEHIIUHY, ¥ IyMBI O HEl,
TMIepBOM, 3aCTAT €My BCe BIIeUaTJIeHHU s, KOTOPbIE OH MOTyYaeT OT HOBBIX CBOMX BO3JIIOOEHHBIX. AJIeK-
cell 3a coOOM TaKOH MaMSATIMBOCTHU U He Tipenonarai. OH 1axe He MOMHII, KaK 3BJIU TY KPECThsIH-
CKYIO JIEBYOHKY, KOTOPYIO OH 3aBavJI B Oepe30Boil poruiie B HOub Ha VBana Kynana, Bnepsble
OTBEJaB JKEHCKOW TUIOTH. VIX BOpOHEKCKast iepeBHsI OblIa HEe CIIMIIKOM-TO CTPOTa IO YacTH UCTION-
HEHUsI 3aBETOB-3alIPETOB HA «OECOBCKUE WTPHIIA», HAIPOTUB, JIIOAU C TOTOBHOCTHIO MPEIaBaJINCh
MoOO0W BOBMOKHOCTH MOOAIArypUTh U TIONIPA3HOBATh, ITyCTh Jake OaTIONIKa TOTOM CTaHET JasAThCs
C aMBOHa. AJIeKcel, caMo cOOOM, TAKON BECEJIOCTU CBOUX JIEPEBEHCKUX CBEPCTHUKOB TOJBKO Pajio-
BaJICsI, IOTOMY YTO caM ObLIT OXOY 0 TyJIsiHUI 1 O6e3yHbiBeH. [loToM, Koraa Ky3uHa, KHsaruHs Hara-
nbs1 onuiieiHa, B neuyectBe KHsokHA [laxoBckast, 3actaBuina ero nepedparbest B Cankt-IlerepOypr,
OH y3HaJI, YTO HACTOSIIINI POMAHTUYECKUI TepOid, OKa3bIBAETCS, I0JKEH BHIITISIIETh 32 {yMYMBbIM U
HECKOJIbKO TeYaTbHbIM U HEIPEMEHHO 00sI3aH B TOPbKOM YIIOEHHH B3/IbIXaTh O MIEPBOM CBOEH JTIOOBH.
It10 AJekcest MOPSAKOM MOTeano (a Kak ceOsi BECTH, €CJI TAKOBOM JIIOOBH MTPOCTO HE OBbUIO, HY MO
KOM B3/IbIXaTh-TO ITPUKAKETE, HEYKTO 110 TOW CTOBOPYMBOM JiepeBeHIMHe?!) — 10 TeX MOp, IOKa OH
HE YBUJIEJ Ty, KOTOPYIO OO0 ¢ epBoro B3nisiaa. C nepBoro B3rsaa, nepBou JodoBso... Heno-
CSITaeMOCTb 3TOH KEHIIMHBI CBOIWIIA €r0 ¢ yMa JEHHO W HOIIHO, OJJHAKO OH HEe MOT OTKa3aThCsl OT
MEUTaHWI O Heil, HESIBHO MPEeCIieOBAI ee, OT IyIIN HA/IesICh, UTO, €CIIU CHe CTAaHET KeM-TO 3aMeUeHO,
TO OyJIeT BOCIIPUHSTO KaK BEPHOIOAJAHHIUECKOE pBeHHE. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MHOTHE 3HAKOMBIE AJIeK-
ceto ouIIephl ClIeNaN ee UMsI CBOMM 3aBETHBIM 3HaMeHeM. Bo3MoXkHO, Bce OHU ObLIU B Hee BII0O-
JIEHBI, HO HU OJJH He OpenJI ero Kak keHIIMHOW. VI Anekceit He Opeant, 1O HEKOTOPBIX MOp, 000Xkast
B Hell HEKUW BO3AYIIHBIN U YUCTHIN 00pa3. OHa ObUIa IPEeKpacHOU JaMOi, OH — ee BEPHBIM, MOJTUYa-
JIMBBIM phillapeM. Paszymeercs, ero Mosnonasi ¥ JOBOJIbHO-TaKM OyifHas TUIOTh MOCTOSIHHO Tpe®oBasa
YIOBJIETBOPEHH I, KOTOPOE OH M HAXOAWJ B OJHOM OIPSTHEHBKOM U T0-I0MAIlIHEMY CKPOMHOM OOp-
nene (Harn repoid ObLT YUCTOIUIOTEH, KaK KOT, M CTOJb e TYJIBJIMB), HO 9TO HEe Memaslo AJeKcero
O1aroroBeTh U MPEKJIOHSTHLCS MEPesl Hell, UCTILIThIBASI COBCEM HMHBbIe yyBCTBa. Kak Oariomika ropapu-
BaJI, YEJIOBEK €CTh TBOPEHUE OOKHE JIMIIIL OT TOJIOBHI 10 TMOsICa, @ HUXE — AbSBOJIOBO pyKomecio. Ee
Anexceit moOu Kak TBopeHue boxue... Tak ObLIO Ipesx/ie, 10 TON CTPaHHOM, BOUCTUHY JIbSIBOJILCKOM
BCTPEYH — U CITyYKHU (MHOTO CJIOBA He moadepellib!) B YIOTHOM, TECHOM, MaXHYIIEeW po3aMu KapeTe.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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