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Myx 6pocun Jleny HeoxuganHo. M He mpocTo Opocuil, a yien K ee JTydiei
nozapyre! Ho storo masno: Poma ¢ Kpuctunoit otobpanu y Hee KBapTupy,
MPeUIOKUB B3aMeH pa3BaIioXy 3a ropogoM!.. Jlena Oblla HACTOJILKO pa3faBlieHa
peaTeIbCTBOM CaMbIX OJTM3KUX JIIOJEH, YTO COTIACUIIACh Ha 3TOT SIBHO
HepaBHOLIEHHbIN 0OMeH. K Tomy ke MecTo, IJie HaXOAWICS €€ HOBBIH JIOM,
0Ka3aJIOCh 3aMeuaTeSIbHbIM: PsJIOM peuka u jec. B necy JleHa 1 mo3HakoMusach co
CBOMM HOBBIM cocesioM HukomaeM, cpa3y NpOHUKHYBIIKMCH K HeMy cummnatuei. Ho
YTO CKPBIBAET TOT CTPAHHBIN UEJIOBEK, MPEANOYUTAIONINNA OOIIATHCS C JIECHBIMU
3BepsIMU, a He ¢ JioapbMu?.. OT MbICTIeN Ha 3Ty TEMY JIEBYIIKY OTBJIEK... BU3UT
noyuueickux! Kak BbISICHUIOCH, YOWJIM OJHOTO U3 CaMbIX OOraThiX U BIMSATETbHBIX
KUTeNel mocesnka, ousHecmena Jleonnaa Yaruxa. A cyqausioch 3To cpasy mociie
TOr0, Kak OH MOKUHYJI JIEHUH JIOM B SIPOCTU OT TOTO, UTO OHA HE YCTYIUJIA €ro
JOMOTaTeIbCTBAM. . .
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TarpsiHa YeTHHOBA
be3yci0BHO yBJIeKaTeJbHOE YTEHHE

Hogas kaura OctpoBcKoi «MeuTsl 0 JIydltien XU3HU» — U3yMUTESIbHOE 1 Oe3yCIIOBHO YBJIe-
KaTesbHOe uTeHne. YMCThIil afgpeHanuH, OynTo Obl CIyCKaelbCs C aMepUKaHCKOU Topku. CIuiomib
TOJIOBOKPYKUTEJIbHBIE — JJO 3BOHA B YIlIAX — MaJeHUs B MYCTOTY HEU3BECTHOCTU Y MOJHUEHOCHbIE
B3JIETHl Ha HEBUIAHHBIE JI0CeNie BepIIUHbL. HeT BpeMeHU, YToObI OIISIIEThCS ¥ TIEPEBECTH JbIXaHue ! ..
U coBepllieHHO TOYHO HE YAACTCS pa300paTh, YTO MPOU3OUIET C ykKe TAKMMHU OJM3KUMU U MOTIOOUB-
IIMMUCS TEPOSIMU B CIISAYIOIIYIO CEKYHILY, 32 CJEIYIOLIMM MOBOPOTOM CIOXKETa.

B pomane «Meutsl 0 JIydilield )KU3HU» CKPHITO MHOKECTBO PEMUHHCIICHIMI — O€30IHO0YHO
yragpiBaercsi «boxkecTBeHHass kKomenun» Jlante Anurbepu, pacckasbl CeTtoHa-TOMIICOHA U Jaxe —
Bbl He TOBepuTe! — crapble rojumByiackue 60eBuku. C TakoW CMEChIO JeI0 UMETh HelpoCTO: OHa
KpaiiHe B3pbIBOOIACHA MPU HEMpPaBWJILHOM OOparieHuu. Maseduii MpocyeT — U aBTOp PUCKYeT
ObITh OOBUHEHHBIM CaMoe MeHblIlee B Oe3BKycHile. Jla, HarmcaTh MoJ0OHbIN IETEKTUB MOXET TOJIBKO
MO-HACTOSIIEMY TAJIAHTIIUBbIA, CMEJIbIi U YBEPEHHBIN B ceOe 4eJIOBeK, TOUYHO 3HAIOIIMKN, YTO OH
Jenaer.

N y Exkarepunbl OcTpoBckoil Bce moiyuminoch! Ee HOBBI JETEKTMB — OTHIOAb HE ITyCTOE
nomyppu. «MeuThl 0 JTydIliel )KU3HU» — BeChbMa SKJIEKTUYHAs KHUTA, OJHAKO OHA a0COIIOTHO JIUIIIEHA
Besiko# nonwtoctu! HaripoTtus, 310 (hbaHTacTUYHAS, IETEKTUBHAS U HEMHOTO HAaUBHASI UCTOPU S, TIPH-
3BaHHAsl UHTPUTOBaTh, BOAUTH 32 HOC, YBJIEKATh HAC, YATATEJNIEH, B TO ke BpeMs COCOOHA OYEeHb
MHOI'O€ paccKa3zaTb O CaMOM aBTOpe. A 3TO Oe3yCIOBHBIN MPU3HAK YECTHOU juTeparypsl. OCTpoB-
CKasi BHOBb IPOSIBJISIET HEIIOKUHHBINA TAJIAHT aJIXMMUKA, BAPTYO3HO CILIABJISIS MEXKIy COOOH, Ka3a-
JI0Ch Obl, HECOBMECTHMBbIE KOMIIOHEHTHI — peasiu3M U (haHTaCTHKY, CACTICHC ¥ KOMEIHMIO, MOJIUTBY U
(apc, — u nonyyaer B UTOre, MOKET ObITh, M He (PUIOCO(PCKUI KaMeHb, HO YK TOYHO 3aXBaThIBAIO-
LU JETEKTUB.

B «MopanbHOM KoeKce CTpoUTeNiell KOMMYHHU3Ma» — HAC KOTJa-TO BCepPbe3 3aCTABIISIIN €r0O
YUUTh — OBUIO HAITUCAHO, YTO YEJIOBEK YEJIOBEKY «Ipyr, TOBApHIIl U OpaT», a BOBCE HE BOJIK, KaK
BBISICHUJIOCh HECKOJIBKO JECSTUJIETHI CITyCTs, KOTJa IPSHYIM JEeBSIHOCTbiE. MOXKHO CMeNo yTBep-
*1aTth, yTo EkatepuHa OcTpoBcKkas caelana AJis BOIUIOIIEHUS 3TOr0 MPUHIMIA B KU3Hb TOPa3/Io
Oobllie, YeM MoIaBisiioniee OOMBIMHCTBO yUacTHUKOB Jioooro che3na KIICC!.. U neno, KoHeuHO
e, He B HACAKJIEHUU CIIOPHON KOMMYHHUCTHUECKON MOPaJIM WIIY B CJIeOBAaHUHY 3aBETaM OTIIOB MapK-
CHUCTKO-JICHUHCKUX Teopuid. [ epon HOBoro JietekTrBa OCTPOBCKOM OOBEUHSIOTCS, TIOMOTAIOT APYT
APYTY, IPUXOASAT HA BRIPYUYKY B CaMyI0 TPYAHYIO MHHYTY U COOOIIa HUCIIPOBEPraloT BCEJICHCKOE 310!

OcrpoBckast BOOOIIE claBHa yMeHHeM padoTaTh C MEpCOHaXaMK: OHa He OOMTCS CHAOXKaTh
MX COBEpIIEHHO (paHTaCTUUECKUMU OMorpacusMu, HarpaxaaTh peJKUMHU TadaHTaMU U TIOMEIaTh
B Upe3BblUaiiHbie 00cTosATeNbcTBA. HO Tipn 3TOM repou OcTpOBCKOW BCeraa OCTAOTCS JoapMu. B
poMane «MeuTsl O JTydlen XKU3HU» OHU MBICIISIT, COMHEBAIOTCS, MEPEKUBAIOT, BIIOOJISAIOTCS OYEHb
no-yenoBevyecku. VIMeHHO 1Mo3ToMy Mbl — OJarojapHble YMTaTeId — C TAKUM MHTEPECOM CIIeOUM,
COYYBCTBYEM U IIETIOTOM IpuunTaeM: «He xoau Tyaa, He Xonu Tyaa, He xoau!..»

Jlena nuimnack J10OMMOro Myxka 1 Xopoliei paboThl, HO CIaBaThCsl OHA He HaMepeHa. JKu3Hb
niponoskaercs!.. OTHpaBUBIIKCH B IEPEBHIO, YTOOBI IEPEBECTH JIyX, OHA 3araJJOYHBIM 00pa30M Mora-
naet B cepy MHTEPECOB OYEHb BIUATENBHOrO uyenoBeka — Jleonnga Yaruna. Kro on? Yto emy
Hy)HO? MoxHO u emy noBepsth? [Ipsmo y JleHbl Ha rla3ax HAaYMHAETCSl KaKas-TO Urpa C Hero-
MEpPHO BBICOKMMH CTaBKaMU, OOEAUTEIh KOTOPOU MOIYUHT BCE.

Koraa nporcxoauT youicTBO, CTAHOBUTCSI OUEBHTHO — XJIATHOKPOBHBIA, PACUETIIMBBIN KUILIEP
KTO-TO U3 ee coceneil. Ho kro? Halifgercs M cnegonbIT 10CTAaTOYHO OTBAXKHBIN, YTOOBI IPOUTH TIO
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CJiely YepHOTO BOJIKA, BCTYIIUTh C HUIM B CXBATKY U BBIATU nodeautesiemM? M KTO e Takoi Ha caMoM
Iierie MeCTHBIN aHaxopeT Hukomnail, Kakue TailHbl XpaHUT ero TEMHOE IpoIuioe?

V Bac B pyKax yAMBUTENIbHBIN JETEKTUB, JOPOTHE YnuTaTen! A s, K COXKAIECHUIO, €r0 ykKe Mpo-
yrrtasa. YTto x, Tenepb cHoBa Oyay 3achimarh co CTpyralkuMH U KJIaTh HOBOTO NMPHUKJIIOYEHUS OT
OCTpOBCKOIA.
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Yacrs nepsas

Hano xe, eme Buepa MpoMBaIUCh TOKAW, OOBIYHBIE 111 Ha4Yajla OKTSAOps, a CErofHs ¢ yTpa
Mopo3el. JIyxu NOKpbIIMCh TOHKOM OeIoi KOPKOM, B KOTOPOH OTpaxkasock HE0O U KOTopas ¢ Xpy-
CTOM JIOMaJIach I07l HOTaMH IPOXOXKUX, a MOJ] KOJIeCaMU MAlllMH C TPECKOM. [JHEM Bce 3TO JOJIKHO
ObLIO pacTasATh U MPEBPATUTHCS B MYTHYIO OCEHHIOI0 PacIlyTHIly, B KOTOPOi He OyJeT oTpakaTbcs
HUYEro, KpoMe IIOXOro HacTpoeHus. [1o 3UMBbI ellle He CKOpO, Ha JIEPEBbSX eIle APOKAIU peKue
MOKEJITEBIIINE JIMCThsI, OTYASTHHBIE TPHOHUKY IO CUX TIOpP TONTAIM MPUTOPOJHBIE Jieca B MOMCKax
ITHEH C OIsATaMU, HO BOT €, CEBEPHBII BETep JOXHYJI MHEEM, U Ha YyTPEHHUX CTEKJIaX OCTAJIUCh OTIIe-
YaTKU MaJblEB 3alJIsIHYBLIErO B OKHA IIEPBOro MOpO3a.

OnHako JHEM Teruiee He CTallo, Jake Ha00OpOT — PTYTHHIN CTONIOMK TEPMOMETPA OIYCTHJICS
K Be4epy 10 OTMETKH —5.

Hukonaii CepreeBuu pa3orpeBal Ha 3aBTPaK OCTATKU BUEPAIIIHErO Y)KUHA U CMOTpEJ B OKHO,
r7ie Oesblii OyJIbTephep, CTOSI Ha 3aMEp3IIMX KOMBSIX YEPHOrO ra30Ha, KPYTHII TOJIOBOM B MOMCKaxX
XOTs1 OBl O/THOM yLIeNeBIIeil TBOPOBOM KOIIKH. PSIIOM C 1COM CTOsUT XO35IMH, KBAIPAaTHBIA KOPOTKO
CTPWXXEHHBII MyKuMHa — cocel] cBepxy. [losrona Ha3ay OH Kynui JBe KBapTHPbl HA BTOPOM 3Take,
0OBEJMHII UX, U TeTIepb B TPEX KBAPTUPAX B MX MOIbE3/IE TPOKUBAET HE TaK MHOTO Hapoay: Huko-
naii CepreeBud u Bapsapa IleTpoBHa — ee iBepb HAIIPOTUB, a TaKke TOT CaMblil My)KYMHA CO CBOMM
oynsrepbepoM. Keraru, y BapBapsi [1eTpoBHBI 10 MOsIBIEHN ST HOBBIX COCEIel OOMTANIM KOIIIKHU, HO BCE
TPH ee JTIOOMMHUIIBI KCUE3JTH OfIHA 32 JIPYToM, MOMaB B 3acaiy Mo MyTH K poaHo# (oprouke. Heborb-
IIOMY JOMY KOTTE/I)KHOTO THIA, KOTOPBII MOCTPOWIIM 1OCTIEe BOWMHBI IJIEHHBIE HEMIIbI, ObLIO OOJIbIIE
TMOJTyBeKa, HO 3a IMPOIIEALINE FObl OH HE TePSLJI CBOMX JKIJIBLIOB TaK OBICTPO, KaK 3a MOC/IETHHE IIeCTh
MecsLeB. B 31aHnu nmesnock Beero /iBa MoAbe3/1a, U CTapyxy U3 BTOPOTo, YBU/IEB BO BOPE KBa1paT-
HOTO YeJIOBeKa ¢ COOAKO, 0OXOIMIIN MAPOYKY CTOPOHOM, CUMTAsI, YTO TOC/IE KOIIEK HACTYIUT U UX
ouepep. [Jaxe Thxas u noutn uHTE UIMreHTHas Bapeapa IerpoBHa cka3ana kak-to Hukomnato Cep-
reeBUYy, BCTPETUBIIMCH C HUM Ha JIECTHUYHOM IJIOIIA/IKE:

— ITOT, — NOXMUJIasl )KEHIIMHA MOKa3aJia MajblieM Ha MOTOJIOK C MPHUJICIUIEHHBIMU OOTOpeTbIMU
CIIMYKAaMU U Nepeliuia Ha LIETOT, — BCeX Hac CBOEMY IICy CKOPMHUT, a IOTOM BECh JJOM 3axariaer.

IMonnslii 6pen, koneuHo. Cam-to Hukomnait CepreeBud HUUEro He MMeJ1 MPOTUB HOBOT'O SKMJIBLIA,
TOT BCErJa BEXJIMBO 3/10pOBAJICA C HUM. UyTh MO3kKe, y3HAB, UTO COCE/l CHU3Y BETEpPUHAP, MY)KUMHA
CTaJl 3aXOUTh B KBAPTUPY 3BEPUHOTIO JIOKTOPA Y:Ke MO-CBOMCKM — [1s1 KOHCY/IbTaluuu. B Hauasne eta
TOZIOBAJIBIN OyJIbTEpbep MOIXBATHII SHTEpHT, M Hukomnait CepreeBud Koo eMy MHTEp(MEpOH U BUTa-
MuHBL. [locnie Gone3HM mec craj HACTONBKO XYIbIM, UTO 30POBSIK-BIaesIel] YTOBOPUI BETepUHApa
MIPOBECTH Kypc JieueHust HepoOommiom, uto Hukomnait CepreeBud czienan BecbMa HEOXOTHO — aHa0o-
JIMK Bce-Taku. Bynprepbep ObIcTpO HaOpasl MbILLIEYHYIO Maccy, U Telepb MO JBOPY I'YJIsUIM JBa KBa-
PaTHBIX CYLIECTBA: KOPOTKO CTPUKEHHBIN COCEM U €ro YMEHbIIIEHHAsl KOMUs — YETBEPOHOTUH KYJIb-
TYPUCT.

Boo6me-tro Hukonait CepreeBud Toxe mepeexas B 3TOT JOM He TaK JaBHO, IOMEHSB CBOIO
OTHOKOMHaTHYIo Ha [leTporpazike Ha JByXKOMHATHYIO 31eck. Ha paboty, mpaBna, mpuxonurcs 1001-
parbes noutu vac, Ho Hukonail CepreeBud He skajleJl O COBEPLIEHHOM OOMEHe: XOThb M OKpauHa
roposia, 3aTo PsJIOM JIeC, OTYEr0 BO3JYX TYT TaKOW, KOTOPBIM MOKHO JIbIILIATh, a HE 3aJbIxaThcs. Ha
paboTy U K KJIMEHTaM BEeTepUHAp e3[UT, KaK U Mpesk/ie, Ha crapeHbkor «HuBe», KyIieHHoi B asie-
KMe BpeMeHa, korja Hukonait CepreeBuu Obut skeHat. Keratu, o pasone. Bueparinue Mara3uHHble
KOTJIETbI, KOHEYHO, HE CaMbli JIyUILINI YKUH, HO KaKIblil Beuep ecTh NeJIbMEHH, YCTh U CBAPEHHBIE
CyNpYro, TOe paHO WJIH MO3AHO HajoeAaeT. Ml HUKTO ¢ TOM NOPkI He 3ampelal eMy CMOTpeThb (pyT-
6011. MOXXHO J1aXe TpUjIedb Ha TMBaH, MIOCTaBUTh PAIOM CTYJ, HAa HEro OYTHUIKY KPacHOTO CyXOro
BUHA U JIOJITO HACJIAXAAThCS 3peJIUILEeM, pa30aBiisisl BUHO ra3upoBaHHOI BooW. BoT Kak, Hanpumep,
CErOJHs.



E. OctpoBckas. «MeuTsl 0 JTyuIiiei sKu3Hm»

Mar4 Havascs, 9KpaH OTpakalics B Oy ThUIKE JEIIeBOro MOJIIABCKOTO KaOepHe — U TYT pas3aasics
Tesie(pOHHBIN 3BOHOK.

— Huxkonait CepreeBud, — pazaajcs B TpyOKe rosoc, — Bbl He MOIJIA Obl CefYac MOJACKOYUTH?

— K10 3107 — He noHsl1 BeTepuHap.

— Mne Bair Homep fan Dauk XoxjaoB. Ckazas, yTo Bbl HETUIOXOH CIIEIUAIINCT.

locnionu, Dnuk! Hukonait CepreeBud CTO JIET €ro He BUJEI, C TeX MOp Kak yIlea U3 IUpKa,
e padoTai B nape ¢ X0XJIOBbIM. Dayap/ JTOOW MPUKJIAIBBATHCS K OYThUIKE, & HE BCEM KHUBOTHBIM
HpaBUTCS 3arax neperapa. HauanbcTBo He pa3 mpenynpexaano XoxJoBa, HO YBOJHUThH HE Peraioch
— Kak BeTepuHap, OH ObLT BhIIIE BCAKUX MoXBal. K TomMy ke DauK ObUT YETIOBEKOM OCTPOYMHBIM, U
€ro IIYTKY MCTOb30BAIM Ha MaHEKe MHOTHE KJIOYHBI.

Mornopoii cnienmanct Komnst Pe6poB, HauaB paGoTtarh B IIMPKe, YaCTEHHKO MOIMEHST YCTaB-
1Iero K KOHILy JHS XOXJIOBA, MO3TOMY MPUXOIMII JIOMOM, MPUHOCS HA MOJOIIBAX HE TOJIBKO 3arax
MOKPBIX OIIUJIOK, HO H... KakK 6I)I 9TO IIOMAI'Ye CKa3arbh... OCTAaTKU TOro, 4To HOpOfI JIC)KUT Ha IOJTYy
B CJIOHOBBMX BoJibepax. Ero skeHa Mua Mopiuiiack, a KOrjaa MpUsITESTbHUIIBI CITPAIIMBAII €€, TTe
TPYIUTCSI MyK, OTBeUasa: «B 1upke MOMOIITHIKOM KJIOYHa».

Ceituac Hukomnaii CepreeBud yauBUJICS, YCIIBIIIAB CJIOBa COOECEIHMKA: HEMOHSTHO, OTKyAa
XO0XJIOB y3HAI HOMep TesiehoHa 3TOM KBapTUpbI? XOTS MHUP TECEH, TYT K& OOBSCHUI OH CAMOMY
cebe, oOpaiars BHUIMaHUe Ha IMOJOOHbIE MeJIOYH He CTOMWT.

— I ceronHs 3aHAT, — MOIBITAJICS OTTOBOPUTHLCS PeOpoB, misis Ha 3KkpaH, riae «Crnaprak» 3aka-
THWJI TIEPBBIN ro/1. — BOT 3aBTpa — moxaiyucra.

— 3aBTpa 1 DMK CMOXKET, — BO3pa3KJI 3BOHUBIIMIL. — HO BHI e IOHMMaeTe: O0JIbHOE )KUBOTHOE
KIaTh He OyleT, eMy Be/lb He OOBSICHHUIIIb, YTO JOKTOP mepedpal, a y apyroro ¢yToort.

«OH npaB, KoHe4YHO, — nogyMai Hukonait CepreeBud. — Cbhe3auth, 4to Jin? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
OIIAATH K€ TOHOPApP».

— I'ne BBI HaxooUTECH? — MOUTH COIIACUBIINCH, Cipocut PeGpoB. U, ycitbliaB OTBeT, BOCKJIMK-
Hy1: — Yto?

— [IaTpaecar yeTBepThiil KUJIOMETP, — MOBTOPUJI TOJIOC B TpyOKe. U TyT %ke, A0ragaBImch, 4To
BETEPUHAP MOKET OTKA3aThCsl, My)XKUMHA 700aBwI: — [1o 1Ba Oakca 3a KaXAblid KWIOMETP B 002 KOHIIA.

JBecTu miectHaauaTh go/uiapoB 3a Bu3uUT? Hamo exars. Huuero ceGe y Dmyapna KiveHTHI!
TosbKo creyeT y3Hath, YTO ¢ COOAKOHN U KaKOW OHA TIOPOJIBL.

— Kro y Bac? — cnpocun Hukomaii CepreeBud, epka OJHOU PyKOU TPyOKY, a BTOPOH CITyCKast
c cebs1 ToMarHue OPIOKH, YTOOBI 3aTeM HATSHYTh KUHCHI.

— AXaJNTeKkuHell, — JOHECTIOCh B OTBET.

— Tak y Bac yomagp. .. — pa304apoBaHHO B3I0XHY/T PeOpPOB M MOTSAHY/I KBEpPXY MOSIC CIIOPTUB-
HBbIX IITAHOB.

— DMK rOBOPUJI, YTO BbI U TIO JIOMIA/ISIM CHEIIUAITUCT.

— bbut koraa-To, — coBpai Hukomnait CepreeBud, xajiest 0 HETIOJTy4YeHHOM T'OHOpape.

— Toraa nombe3xaiite, — HACTOMIUBO MOTpedoBas royoc. — Jlomaapb, oHa 1 B Adpuke Jiommap.

[puninock Bce-TakM HafeBaTh JUKUHCHL. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3aBTpa K BJIaAeNbIly 3a00JEBIIEro
CKaKyHa NpueacT XOXHOB, a 3a HO4Yb, HAAO HAJACATHCA, KOHb HE CJOXHET.

KunomeTpoBeiii cTo10, TOBOPOT HAMpPaBo... Ara, BOT KOTTEK U3 KPACHOTO KUPITHYA, OKPY-
’KEHHBII BBICOKOW CTEHOI. MeTtajuinueckie BOpoTa pa3iBUHY/IUCh aBToMaTnuecky, U Hukonait Cep-
reeBrY YBHUIEJ CITyCKAIONIErocs ¢ KpbUIblia TVIOTHOTO MYKUMHY B IyOJIeHKe, HAaOpOIIIEHHOH Ha TUICUH.
Xo03s1H 0cOOHsIKa nofonien K «Huse» U MpoTsHy pyKy.

Pe6poB noskas MMpOKyI0 KUCTh U YCIIBIIIA:

— IloiinemM B KOHIOIIHIO.
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BenukonenHelil THenoOM kepedel] ¢ U3ANIHON Iieeld W HeOOJbIION TOJIOBOM JieKasl Ha TOJI-
CTWJIKE, TIOJOTHYB MOl ce0s1 MYCKY/IMCThIE HOTH. YBU/IEB BOIIEAIINX, OH MOAHSIICS ObUIO, HO CHOBA
OITYCTHJICS Ha 3eMJTIO.

— Kak 3Bath kpacapma? — cnpocus Peopos.

— bapeira. Cein Baprysuna u Puronapt. Crpliany o Takux?

Hukomnaii CepreeBud 3a4eM-TO YTBEPAUTEILHO KUBHYJI, @ IOTOM OTBETHJI YECTHO:

— Her.

W Havan ocmatpuBath Jomak. lenan 310 He TOpoIsch, 00sICh omMOUThCs B tuarnose. [on-
YeJIOCTHbIe JTMM(pATUYECKUE Y3JIbl JKUBOTHOTO ObUTM HAOYXIIMMHU, CIM3UCTasi HOCa BOCTIAJIEHa, HO
THOSI He OBLIIO.

— 41 ouens nomanei MooII0, — TOBOPUIT B 3TO BPEMSI XO35IMH, — COOMPAI0 Aaxe KapTUHBI, 16 OHU
HAapHCOBaHbI. 3aMMCHIBAI0 UCTOPUU MPO HUX. MHe 0COOEHHO OJJHA HpaBUTCS, Kak Jeau ['ogsma. ..

— l'onuBa, — nonpasuit Pe6poB pacckazumka.

Ho Tot npomomxkain. Kak 6yn1To HUYEro He CIbIIIaL:

— Kak nequ Nomsusia cena ronoil Ha Jiomiaap M npoexasia rno Bcemy JIOHIOHY, 4TOOBI MysK
HAJIOTY YMEHBIITHJL.

Huxkonait CepreeBuy peri He yTOYHATh Ha3BaHUE IOPOJa.

Bragener xepediia pasoinesncs ere OoJbIIie.

— Bo naer 6a6a! 4 gyepe3 JlonmoH monropa yaca Ha «Sryape» riep, a OHa rojasi Ha JIOIIau, 1a
B 00a koHa. [Ipexacrasisenis? — MyX4urHa HEOKUAAHHO TIEperes Ha «ThD».

Berepunap He oOpaTWiI Ha €ro BOJBHOCTh POBHO HHMKAKOTO BHMMAHUS, 3aHMMAsIChb CBOMM
aenoM. A yBJIEUEHHbIH YeTIOBEeK Heccs JAajblile, pa3MaxuBasl pyKaMu.

— D710 Nlean 3a Hapo[ Tak OeCroKOUIach. BOT Kakylo MOAISHKY MYKHKY CBOEMY KUHYTb 3aXO0-
Tena. A ecnu 6 s monpocu cBoto: «Csiib Ha BapeIry roJ10i 1 Mo OKHAMU HAJIOTOBOM OIIMH KPYKOK
chenai, 9ToObl MHE TIPOLIEHTOB JIECATh CKOCTMIIM» — Beb He cena Obl. Ta i 4ykux crapajiack, a
HBIHEIIIHUE /7151 My’Ka POJHOTO He TolieBensTcs. — Paccka3umk nepese 1yX, a HOTOM CIIPOCHJT 03a-
60ueHHO: — YTo ¢ KoHEM?

— Hauanpnas cragus mpita. XOpOIIO, YTO Cpa3y BbI3BAJIM, IIO3TOMY MpoOeM He Oyrier.

— Ykon Hazo fnenarb?

Huxonait CepreeBud KMBHYI.

— MbITHBIN aHTHBUpYC BBey. BooOIe NEeHUIMIUTIH TOXe XOPOIIIO moMoraeT. BoBpeMst MeHst
BBI3BAJIM: aOCIIECCOB BPOJE HET, TaK UTO BCKPHIBATh HE MpUAETCs. TONBKO MOMPOCUTE TOTO, KTO 32
KOHEM IPUCMAaTPUBAET, 00padOTaTh KOHIOIIHIO PACTBOPOM XJIOPHOM U3BECTH U IMYJIbCHEH KPEOouHA.

— CeronHs ke Bce caesiaeM, — 3aKMBJI XO35IMH. — Y MeHsI TYyT TypKMEH BCeM 3aHUMAETCsl, OH
B JIOMIAIsX pa3bupaeTcs — y ceOs IoMa Ha KOHe3aBojie paboTal.

— Toraa cripaBUTCS ¥ ¢ MHBEKIMSIMU TOXKE.

— [MycTh TONMBKO MOMPOOYET HE CIIPABUTHCS, — O€3 YIBIOKH MPOM3HEC Biajeel] kepeoia. 3ary-
MaJICsl M BCTIOMHHJI, O YeM pacckasbiBasl: — Kaptuny s tam xe, B JIoHIOHE, IpHOOpes, Ha KOTOPOi
ata neau ['onsmia Ha soraay HapucoBaHa. KpacuBasi 6aba! A KoHb Tak ceOe, Xyke Moero bapbiry.

OH nponoska roBoputh, a PedpoB nogyman: «Hano sxe, mociyimars ero — mycToi 4esioBek, a
BeJIb JIOM TaKOK MMeeT, COOCTBEHHYIO JIomab, 1 «Mepceaec» y Hero HaBepHsiKa. JJoxopl OoJIbIiue,
pa3 0 HaJIorax TaK MeveTcs».

3a oKHaMU Havascs cHeronaa. M He mpocTo KPyNMHKYU NEPBOTO CHETa IMOJIETeNu, a KPYIHbIe
XJIOMbsI TOBAJIMIIM ¢ Heba. Koria My KYMHBI BHIIIUIM BO IBOP, UX MOJIOIIBHI YTOIAIN B MSTKOM, ITyIIIHU-
cToM OesioM KOBpe.

— 3aiiieM Ko MHe, 4alo MOMbeM, — IPEJIOKUIT XO35TUH.

Ho Hukonait CepreeBud nokayasi roJIoBOM: HA4aJI0 OAMHHAIIATOTO, 3aBTPa C yTpa Ha padoTy,
a JIo Joma erre J00paThcs Halo.

— Bce paBHO NoNUIH, 51 paccCYUTAIOCh C TOOOH.
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Pe6poB cTosi1 B OrpOMHOM NMPUXOkKEH, Ha CTeHaX KOTOPOU BUCEJH OJIEHBY TOJIOBBI C POTaMU U
npocto pora 6e3 rojoB. Bckope nosiBuiicst Biaaesen bapbiri v mpoTsSHy/ I TOHKYIO TaYKy JOJIIAPOB.

— C10 BOCceMb — ciofia ¥ CTO BoceMb — 00paTHO. MToro nBectu mectHaaate. Bmecre co crou-
MOCTBIO OeH3UHA — TprcTa OakcoB. JlocTaTouHO?

310 66110 MHOTO. Jlake oueHb MHOTO. HO cioputs PeOGpoB He cTat, HOOKUII JEHbI'M B KApMaH
Y HavyaJl polarbesl. X035MH MPOTSAHYIJ EMY PYKY M CKaza:

— Mens 30ByT Bopuc, a Tebs, crano ObiTh, Koss.

Hukonaii CepreeBnu kuBHYJ. EMy He HpaBHIIOCh, UTO K HEMY OOpalaloTcsl TaK 3alipoOCTO, HO
HE BO3paXaTh K€ YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPBIM IUIATUT CTOJIb ILEAPO.

— Taxk Bot, Kons. 3aBTpa cHOBa nmogbesskaid, bapbiry nocmorputiib. M Bripepb qaBaii-ka padorai
Ha MeHs, a TO DMK corbeTcs ckopo. K Tomy ke Bapeira 3amax ajikorosist Ha yxX He MEPEeHOCHUT.

Berepunap cHoBa kuBHyI1. KTO e 0T mogoOHbBIX MpeasiokeHuit oTkasbiBaeTcs? M morom, Xox-
JIOB €My He JIpYT, OTHOLLIEHUS] MEXy HUMU HE UCTIOPTATCS, [IOTOMY YTO U HET HUKAKKX OTHOIIEHUIA.

BHyTpu noma paspanuck maru, ¥ caeoM KeHCKUI ToJI0C CIPOCUITL:

— Hy, uto Tam ¢ Bappiroii?

Bopuc obepnyscs. [ToepHyin ronoBy u PeOpoB. B xoste mosiBuiack cymnpyra Xo3siiHa. YBH-
nes ee, Hukonaii Cepreesuu ocronbenen — Muna! Bee Takast ke kpacuBasi u mononasi! Kazanocs,
HECKOJIbKO MPOIIEIINX JIET €CJIM U U3MEHWIHN ero OBIBIIYIO XeHY, TO JIMIIb K JIy4IlIeMy, CIeaaau
ere Kpaiie. TemHble BOJIOCHI BOJTHAMMU JIEKAJIM Ha TUIeYax, a TOHKOE BEJIIOPOBOE IJIAThE C pa3pe3oM,
IUIOTHO objierast (purypy, MogUYEpKUBAIIO KPacoTy JIMHUK ee TeJa.

— 3npaBcTByiiTe, — 00poHMIa Muia, Bpoze Obl U He IS Ha TOCTOPOHHETo YeJI0BeKa, CTOsIB-
mero B npuxoxei. Y, He menas mayssl, oOpatuiachk K Myxky: — [lomHuMaiicss ckopee HaBepx: TeOs
KIET CIOPIIPU3.

Ckazana Tak, CJIOBHO M He ObLIO 371eCh HUKOTO, KpoMe Hee U cyripyra. Mua ooHsiiia Bopuca
Y IPUKaach HIEKOH K €ro Iievy.

— Jlo 3aBTpa! — MpOTAHYJ PyKy BETEpUHAPY XO35IMH JOMa. 3aTeM PaclaxHyJI IBepb U JJakKe He
BBIIIIENT HA KPBUIBIIO. A 4epe3 Mapy MUHYT HakaJl KHOMKY JMCTAaHIIMOHHOTO YIPaBJICHUsI, OTKPbIBasI
BOpPOTa, MOXET OBbITh, YK€ U3 CIaJIbHU.

— V3Haua, y3Hana... — crydasio y Hukonas CepreeBuua B BUCKax.

Pe6poB Ben MalmHy Mo 3aCHEKEHHOMY 1IOCCe, & HABCTPEedy JIeTeM COTHU OefbIx cTpes. OHM
OUJIHCh O CTEKJIO M TTPeBpaIlaIMCh B MaJIeHbKHE KPYITUHKHU, KOTOPBIE TYT %ke cayBai Betep. [lepBbiii
CHer B 3ToM rofy. Pannuii. BesymHo pannuii. TemHbIe €1 I0 00erM CTOPOHAM IIOCCe 32 KaKUe-TO
roryaca 003aBeluch OSJIBIMU OITyIITKaMU Ha PyKaBaX CBOUX BETBEM, 10 0OOYMHAM TSHYJIUCH HEOOIb-
e CyrpOOUKHU, U3 KOTOPHIX TOPYAJIH KeJIThle MPYTHKU BBICOXITEN MpuaopoxHoi jgedensl. [Tlocce
BeJIO uepes Jiec, U (papsbl, 3a0MThie CHETOM, OCBEIIAJIH JIAITh HeOOJIBIIIOEe TPOCTPAHCTBO MEpej] MaIllH-
HOW.

Mwuia HeOXHMIaHHO OpochIIa ero. YIijla BHE3amHO, XOTs HUYEro HEOKUIAHHOTO B CAMOM ee
yxone He Obi10. Hao00poT, uynom ObUIO TO, YTO JI0Yb MOJKOBHUKA BBIIIA 3aMYX 3a ChIHA TIOTOM-
CTBEHHOT'O BeTepuHapa. Marth ee elle Ha CBa/ib0e Kavasia roJIOBOM:

— Yo THI Ienaeib, joueHpka? Ecv Obl Halll Marna KOMaH/I0BaJl KaBaJIepueid, TO Mbl OB TBOETO
My>ka npuctpousi. Ho B Hallleil TMBU3UM HE TO YTO JIOIIA/IeH, J1axke KOIIeK HeT!

Ho omHOKOMHATHYI0 KBapTHPY POAUTENH KEHBI BCe ke MOJIOfoKeHaM Kymii. JKU3Hb y HUX
CKJIaJbIBAJIaCh JIOCTATOYHO ycrienHo: Hukomai Bckope ycrpousics B IMPK, a Musia caia 9K3aMeHbl
B acrimpaHTypy. [axe Tema nmouru cvuprmiack. OHa MHOTIA 3ae3kajia B TOCTU U TMOYEMY-TO BCe-
72 B COITPOBOXK/JICHUU KaKOTO-HUOY/Ib MOJIOZIOTO ¥ OPaBOro CTapIiero JielTeHanTa win kanuraHa. C
ropora Cymnpyra MoJKOBHUKA TPOU3HOCHJIA:

— 3HaKOMbCs, ToYeHbKa, 310 CaHs.

N
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— 3HaKOMbLCS, TOYEeHbKa, 3TO BaHs.

IToTom Ha KyxHe marth Ientana Mue:

— ¥V Baneuku ortell, MexXy POYUM, FeHepall.

Tema oueHb yBaxaja BoeHHYH (hOpMY M TOTOHBI, OCOOEHHO eC/Ii Ha HUX ObUIA OOJIbIIINE
3Be3/bl. [lo 3amykecTBa OHa OblIa O(PUITMAHTKON B O(PUIIEPCKOU CTOJIOBOM OT/IaIeHHOTO TApHU30HA,
I7le TeHEPAJIOB BUJIENU TOJIBKO TIO TEJIEBU30PY U I/ie HAYMHAI CITyKOy OyIyIInil MOTKOBHUK.

Ho PeGpoBy 0bUI0 aOCOIOTHO BCEe PaBHO, YeM KOMAaHIOBAJI TeCTh, a HA MOJIOABIX M OpaBbIX
Koms rieBats xoten. Jleunn B Mpke MeaBeAeH-MOTOIMKIIMCTOB OT MX MEABEKbUX OONE3HEN, nesa
MIPUBUBKY CJIOHAM M TUT'PaM, BHIBOIHJI OJI0X y 00€3bsTH, 2 BEUEPOM CIEIINT JOMOH K KpacaBHIIe KeHe,
10 MyTH 3a0erasi B napy KBapTHUP, YTOObI TPUHSTH POl Y CEHOSPHAPHXH WJTH KaCTPUPOBATh AHT N -
CKOro ronyooro cuHkca. JloMa mpuHUMAaI OyIil, CMbIBasi ¢ ceOsl 3armaxy KOHIOIIHU U CIIOHOBHHKA,
U JIe3 TPEeThCs B MOCTEINb, T/IE ero yXe kaaja ropssyas Muna. boruHs o0Bu OaroBosiuia eMy: oH
mo6wt 1 ObuT MoOMM oTBeTHO. OTHaKO Mapc HaHec eMy HEOXKUAAHHBIN yap, MOIIHBINA, BCECOKPY-
IIAIOMIMH U, COTJIACHO BOGHHOM HayKe, UCTIOATHIIKA.

B ouepennoii pa3 pogutensHuna cynpyru PedpoBa nosBuiiach B MIX KBapTHUPKE YKe B COMPO-
BOKJICHUH MOJIOZIOTO TIOTIOIKOBHHUKA, KOTOPBIH TOJBKO YTO OKOHUYMJT AKa/IEMHIO ThUJIA U TPAHCTIOPTA
1 OBUT pacIipe/iesieH K ee MyKy 3aMOM Bce T0 TOMY ke Thuly. [ ocTh noammBan Hukonaio apMsHCKUit
KOHBSIK «AXTamap», a MaTh, BBIMAHHB JIOUKY Ha KyXHIO, CIIpOCHJIa Y MUJIBI:

— Hy, kak?

Bepnas jxeHa PebpoBa noxana mieyamu.

— ThI 3Haemb, KTO Y HEro oten? — 3alentaia poaUTEIbHULA.

— Kr0? — nepecnipocuna Mua.

Tera 3amsiack: TO 1 3a0bl1a, TO JIM HE 3HAJIA, KTO MMeHHO. Ho ObIcTpo Haluiachk:

— Jla yx He Kakoi-HUOYIb TaM BETEpPUHAPHIIIKA.

Tocth OBLT yBIICUEH paccKa3biBaHUEM apMENCKHMX aHEeKIOTOB U MOTOMY B IEPBbIA CBOM BU3WT
HHUYEro He COOOIINIT O CBOMX poauTesax. [lepen yxoqom oH moBeas v napy COBCeM yXK Ka3apMeHHBIX
AHEKJ0TOB, TOJILKO BMECTO IMOJIOKEHHBIX 110 TEKCTY CJIOB MPOM3HOCKIL: «JIs, Jis, Jisi», 4eMy caM OueHb
cMesiyics. A Tella, IeperHyBIIMCh Yepe3 CTOJ, 3aMEeTHIIA JI0UKe:

— V Hero Oosnblnioe Oyayiiee.

W Ha cexyHIy 3aKaTmiia I71a3a, CJIOBHO COOMpanach ynactb B OOMOPOK, MPEACTaBIsIsA, KaKUX
BBICOT MOKET JOCTUTHYTh Ce MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK.

[onnonkoBuuka 3Bamu CemeHom. OH crait 3ae3xaTh K PeOpoBbIM B TocTé yke Oe3 JKEHbI
HavyaJbHUKA, HO ¢ KOHbsAKOM. I Hukomait 00 3THX ero BU3WTaX HUYEro, €CTECTBEHHO, HE 3HAJ.
[IpaBpa, uHOrMA, MPUXOS JIOMOM, JIOKACh B TEIUIYIO MOCTEIb U IIENys JKeHY, YyBCTBOBAJ 3amax
«AxTtamapa». Ho nmake Torga momo3peHusi He HaxXOmuIM MecTa B cepmie Komu, mepenoiHeHHOM
TMOOOBBIO.

N BOT oHa) /bl B IPEKPaCHbId BECEHHUN CIISIKOTHBIM Beuep OH MPUMYAJICS JIOMOM, Jepka B
pyKe OyKeTHK TOUTH XKUBBIX 11BeTOB. OTKPBIB KJIIOUOM JIBEPh KBapTHPKHU, PeOpoB, elie He norajias-
IIACh O KO3HIX O0ra BOWHBI, KPUKHYJI C TIOpOra:

— Jloporasi, cobupaiicsi: Mbl HeM B Teatp. S Ky qBa Ouiera Ha «VIcTopHIo Jiommmaau».

Ho emy HukTo He otBeTHI1. [IoTOMY UTO B KBapTHpPE HUKOTO HE OBLIIO, TOJIBKO XOJIOAHAS TIOCTENh
C AByMSI IPUMSITBIMH TIOJYIIIKAMU M TIycTast OyThUIKA «AXTaMapa» Ha crosie. [To OyThUIKOM Jieskasa
3anmcka: «MHe Ha/loe0 OTOMBATh Myka Y JII0OSIIEro ero 3sepuHiia. s tedst OopHas Yepernaxa
aopoxe keHbl. JKenaio B ClieqyIouil pa3 )KeHUTLCS Ha JIOCTOMHOM TeOs Ta/II0Ke».

It0 Obu1 cusbHBIA yaap. Ho Hukonaii CepreeBud He oOujiesncst Ha skeHy. OH ee Jo0OuI.

Muna ynuia k CeMeHy, oTell KOTOpOro, KCTaTH, okasajics TpakropuctoM. Ho y Hac B cTpane,
KaK U3BECTHO, ChIH 32 OTIA HE OTBETYHK.

Pa3zBenu ux OBICTPO, MUHYT 3a MATh, MOTOMY YTO Y OBIBIIMX CYNPYrOB He ObLIO JeTeld U
MaTepuajIbHBIX MPETEH3UH APYr K Apyry. Muia mocTynuia o4eHb OJ1aropoiHO, OCTABUB ObIBIIIEMY
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MYKY KBapTUpy, 3a0pajia TOIbKO KOPEHCKUH TEeNeBU30P U SITTOHCKUI MYy3bIKAJIBHBIH IIEHTP C KApaoKe.
Tenepb oHa Moria ietb ¢ CeMeHOM CTPOEBbIE TIECHU T10J] MY3bIKY.

Kak y Hee cnoxkuiach gajapHeas xu3Hb, PeOpoB He 3Hai. Y BOT 3Ta BCTpedya B POCKOIITHOM
3aropogHOM OCOOHSIKE. . .

dapsl cBeTrM Bee cnadee u crnabdee. Ho niec momkeH ObUT CKOPO 3aKOHYUTHCS, HAYHETCSI HOP-
MaJIbHAsI TPAcca — YETHIPEXTIONIOCHAS, ¢ nojicBeTkor. Hukonait CepreeBud Haxas akceneparop, pu-
OaBisis rasy. M B STOT MOMEHT B OCBELIEHHOM IIsATHE, OekXaBIlieM Mepesi KaoTOM, OH Ha MTHOBEHHE
YBUJIEJ JIOXMATOTO TIca, Tla3a KOTOporo OlecHynu, oTpasus Jyud (ap. Hora MammHansHO BIaBuia
neJjaab TOpMO3a JI0 YIopa, HO TYT ke MOocieJoBal yaap. ABTOMOOUJIb 3aHECIIO, KPYTaHYJIO Ha MecTe,
u «HuBa» Bbexasia B cyrpod Ha 0004MHe.

«Hamo e ObITh TAKUM HEBHUMATEJILHBIM, — TIOyMasl PeOpoB, — cobaky cOmm». OH s ceds
3a TO, YTO CJIMIIKOM YIJIyOWJICS B BOCIIOMMHAHHS U TOTEPsUl HAll COOOM KOHTPOJb, OTBJIEKCS OT
JOpPOTH, — ¥ BOT pPe3yJIbTarT.

Hukonaii CepreeBud MoBepHY/ KJTIOY, 3aBeJl JBUrarteb W Bblexan u3 cyrpoda. [Tocmorpen
Ha3aJ Ha J0pory, HO TaM ObUIO TeMHO. MeNbKHYJIa MBIC/Ib: HaJ0 Obl TOCKOPEe yeXaTh, a TO MOSIBUTCS
ceiiyac X03suH rica, Oynet Kpuk. Y, BrioiHe BO3MOXHO, cie3bl. [la, imyuine ObICTPEHbKO CMBITHCS.

Peb6poB yike x0oTen BKIIIOYUTH MIEPBYIO TIepeaady, OTHAKO BMECTO STOTO OTKPBUT ABEPb U BbILIE
Ha TIOKPHITYI0 cHeroM fopory. Cobaka jiexana marax B JecaTd 1no3aau «HuBbl», Opllana Tsxkeno
U XpUIUIO. BOKpYr MOMHBIN Mpak M MepTBasi TUIIKHA — CJBIIHO JaXe, KaK I1e-TO JaleKo KapKaeTr
BOpPOHA, Of1ypeBIlasi OT PAHHEW 3UMBI.

BosBparuBmmice B aBToMoOmis, Hukonait CepreeBud OCTOPOKHO 33JHUM XOIOM Ipoexat
HECKOJIbKO METPOB, OCTAaHOBUJICS BO3JIe COMTOTO MM HECYACTHOTO JKMBOTHOTO, OTKPBUT Oara’kHUK,
paznoxui cuaense. [1oTomM nofoIe K 1cy, ¢ TpyAOM MOJHSUI €ro Ha PyKH U MO0 B aBTOMOOHJTb.
[lepcth OblsIa MOKPOW H KECTKOM.

Ocratok iyt PeOpoB exan ocTopoxHO, HO cobaku OoJbIlie Ha Jopory He BeiOeramu. CHavyaia
OH OTKPBUI JIBEPb KBAPTUPHI U, OCTABUB €€ pacliaXHyTOM, BEPHYJICS 3a KMBOTHBIM, BHEC €TI0 BHYTPb,
TIOJIOXKUJT B KOMHATE HEJIAIeKO OT CTy/a, Ha KOTOPOM CTOsiIa OTKYNOpeHHas1 OyThUIKA BUHA, 3aTeM
BBIIIIEJT BO IBOP M 3aKPbUI ABEPb Oara’kHUKA.

BepHyBIMch 1OMO¥, BKJIIOYMT CBET B KOPUJIOPE, CHSLT KYPTKY, HaYall pa3yBaThCsl, TOCMOTPE
B KOMHary 1 — 3amep. Her, He 3amep, a peBpaTUIICs B CONSIHON CTOJIO: MOCPEAN €ro KOMHATHI Ha MOy
Jexal. .. Bosk. He Bosk gaxke, a Bomuuna. [Tpruem 6epemennast. Tak Hukonait CepreeBud 1 CTOSUT —
B OJJTHOM OOTHHKE Y HE BEpsI CBOMM IJ1a3aM. Bo-TiepBbIX, OTKy/1a B3SUIMCh BOJIKU B TPUTOPOIHOM JieCy ?
A BO-BTOpBIX, BOITUYHIIA HE MOXET ObITh OepeMeHHOI B OKTsiOpe. I1apbl co3naloTcst BeCHOM, BOIYaTa
POXIAIOTCS JIETOM. A ceiiyac OCeHb, OKTSOpb. XOTsI €C/IM TTOCMOTPETh B OKHO, TO HACTOSINAS 3UMA.
Ho BoT ke, moxkaiyiicta, B €r0 KOMHATe JISKHUT 4yTh He youTass uMm Bomuuia. OHa eJie JbImT, O0oKa
B3JBIMAIOTCS TSIKENO M PEIIKO, TOJIBKO MHOT/IA MO BCEMY Tely ¥ OOJIBIIIOMY KMBOTY IpoOeraeT ciadast
APOXb, OYATO KMUBOTHOE BCE €IIe MBITACTCS MEPECKOUUTD Yepe3 JOpory.

B moposwiike y Hukomnas CepreeBuya Jjiexkall KyCOK FOBSIIMHBI, KYTUIEHHBIH ellle Tapy HeJeb
Hazan. Ho cym tak u He 611 cBapeH. Terneps ke PeOpoB MoIoKuI 3aMOPOKEHHOE MSICO B KACTPIONIO
C BOJIOW M TIOCTABWJI HA OTOHb, YTOOBI ObIcTpee oTTasuio. Hammencs eme naketr Mosioka. [lepenus ero
B MUCKY, OH BOIIEI B KOMHATy W IIOCTaBWJI EMKOCTb Ha I10JI BO3JIC MOPAbl BOJTYHIIBI. HpI/IOTKprICH
)KGJITO-KapI/Iﬁ a3, HO 3BEpPb ABHO HE BUACI HU MHCKY, HU YCJIOBEKA — IEPE] €ro paBHOAYIIHBIM
B30pOM Yke cTosiia BeuHoCTh. Hukonaii CepreeBud norsaaui 6e3 HaJaBIMBaHUs IEPCTh HA CIIMHE
1 Ha 00Ky, ocMoTpen Jarsl. [TepesoMoB He Obl10. Bomuuiia jiexkasa TUXo, U I1a3a ee ObLTM BHOBb
3aKkpbIThl. Ha KyxHe B KacTpiose 3a0y/bKaia Boja, BOTUbE YXO JepHYJIOCh U CHOBa 3amepiio. Ha momy
pacTekanoch MOKpOe IMATHO OT pacTasiBIIErO CHEra, 3araxJjo HIepCThio, JJIOTOBOM, JPEMYYHUM JIECOM.

PebpoB noctan pasmMopoxeHHOe MsICO, MEepesIOKUI B IPYryl0 KacTpioiio, caM He TOHUMas,
3ayeM. Ceifyac Bce MPOUCXOOWIO Kak Obl TIOMHUMO €r0 BOJIM, CJIOBHO Kakasi-TO Maruyeckas cuja
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3acTaBIisiyla BETepUHapa XOIUTh 10 KBApTUPE, YTO-TO OpaTh B PyKH, IOTOM CTaBUTh 0OpaTtHO. YTo
npeanpuHATh, Hukonait CepreeBud He 3Has1. Ha momy KOMHaTh! Jieskasl JUKUI 3BEpPb, U IJIAHOB Ha
3aBTpa B OTHOIIEHUH HETO He ObUIO HUKAKHX.

OH mporiien B MaJIEHbKYIO CIaJIeHKY, JIeT Ha MOCTelb, He CHUMAsI OfIEKAbl, OYITO OXKUIasl, YTO
ero BOT-BOT M030BYT. [locMoTpen 3a OKHO Ha Majaloluil CHer, BCHOMHWI Muiy, ee mnoueinyu — u
3aCHYJL.

Uepes kakoe-To BpeMsl OUHYJICS U HE MOT MOHATh, oT4ero. CKBO3b COH AOJIETEN JO CO3HAHUS
KaKOW-TO 3BYK, BpoJe Obl UTO-TO 3BSIKHYJIO B cocenHel kKomHate. Ho tam ke Hukoro HeT... U Tyt
BCIIOMHUJIOCH — TaM BoTumiia! 3ByK OBTOPHJICS — 3BSIKHYJIA MUCKa, M PeOPOB yCIbIIas CTOH, IOUTH
YeJIOBEYECKU.

Hukonait CepreeBud BCTas U, BOU/IS B COCEHIOI KOMHATY, Jake HE BKJIIOYAs CBET, MOHSLT —
BOJTYMLIA poxkaeT. BerepuHap cpa3sy ycrokouscs — 3TOT POLIECC OH BUAET YKE HE OUH Pa3 U Terepb
3HAJ, YTO HAJIO JeJIaTh.

Korzaa 3a6pe3kui paccBeT, a ¢ KPBIII MOJMIMCh IOTOKHM PacTasiBIIEro cHera, PeOpoB MOMOKMT
B MOJIUSTUJICHOBBIN MAKeT JBYX MEPTBOPOKIEHHBIX BOJTYAT, BHIIIIENT U3 IoMa, cell B «HuBy» 1 moexas
B Jiec. Mex Iy IByMsI eJIKaMH BBIPbLT HETTTyOOKYIO SIMKY M 3aKOmMaJ Oe1oJar.

Bbi10 y)e cBeTso, Korjma OH BepHYJICS TOMOM, 4ToObl niepeonethbes. [Ipurearnas B cedst BOJI-
YHIIa BbUTA3bIBAJIA €AMHCTBEHHOTO )KMBOTO JAeTeHbIIa, HO kKorga Hukonait CepreeBud XoTes BOITH B
KOMHATY, YTOOBI BHITEPETh Pa3JIUTOE HOUBIO MOJIOKO U 3a0paTh MEepeBEPHYTYIO MUCKY, OHA OCKaJIHJIa
KJIBIKM M HETPOMKO PBIKHYJIA 111 OCTPACTKH.

Topon yromas B rpsi3HBIX JIy)kax BuepariHero cHera. K Beuepy, npasia, Bojia coIuia HEMHOTO,
HO Bce paBHO «HuBa» Heca 3a co6oii 1Ba Beepa OpbI3r. OOMeHsIB Ao/utaphl Ha pyosu, PedpoB 3acko-
YWJI HA PHIHOK, KYITWJI OOJBIIION KYCOK MApHOW TOBSAVHBI U OCBEKEBaHHYIO TYHIKY Kposuka. Ho
JIOMOM TaK U He 3aeXaJl, MOCIICIIUB Ha MATHASCAT YETBePThIA KMUJIOMETP.

Bopuc BCTpeTut ero ¢ pacnpocTepThIMUA OOBSATHSIMH.

— Te1, Konst, 1 BpsiMb BoMmeOHUK ! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH. — [loiinem, mokaxy Bapeiry.

Kepeber nepeMuHa’Ics Ha riecke HEOOIBIIIOro MaHeka, 1 PeOpoB ertie pa3 mopasuiics ero Kpa-
cote. Ho Kak TOJNBKO BeTepuHAp MOJOIIEN NOOIMKE, KOHb, CIIOBHO MOYYsB YTO-TO, HOMATUJICS U
3axparnel.

— Crosts! — ozmepHyn ero xo3suH. [lotom, 0O6epHYBIIMCH K BeTepuHapy, npousHec: — Ere
HeJebKa, 1 MOKHO T[] CeJLIO.

— 51 OB He COBETOBAJI TaK CIICIIUTh, Yepe3 JBE HelleNu, He paHbile, — ckazan Hukomnait Cep-
reeBud. U TyT e MOKpacHel, HEOXUIAHHO TIOHSIB, YTO TIpUeXas ciofa He paau OOJbHOH JIomaau,
He M3-32 KeJlaHus 3apadotars neHer. Mua! BoT moyeMy oH cerofHsi Tak pBajicsl Ciofia, IOMUHYTHO
BCKHJIBIBASI PYKY, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh HA Yachl, BOT MOYEMY BpeMs TSHYJIOCh TaK MeJIJICHHO.

— Kons1, moyxunaents ¢ Hamu? — npeoxui bopuc.

PebpoB, cnenas BU, U4TO pa3ayMbIBAaeT, OINIAEIICS 3a4eM-TO 10 CTOPOHAM, B3JOXHYJI, OISITh
MOCMOTPEJT Ha Yachl ¥ OBICTPO, YTOOBI XO3MH HE MepeyMall, COTJIaCHIICS.

OHu cuaeny BOBOEM B CTOJIOBOM, Ha CTEHAX KOTOPOW BHUCENH IIBETHBIE SCTAMITBI C M300paxe-
HHUEM CIIeH aHTJIMICKOW OXOTHL. A cpey HUX Oblta OOJTbIIIasi KApTUHA, HAIMCAHHAs MacJioM, — OOHa-
JKEHHas1 )KeHIIMHA Ha MOIITHOM KOHe. JKeHIIMHY, KaKk BUIHO, CPHCOBAIU U3 KypHaa «[Lneiiboii», a
MOJIEJIBIO JTSI JIOIIAIU MTOCTY XU (PPAHITy3CKUI TSKEIOBO3.

— Bot 3Ta KpacaBuiia, — X035MH JOMa MOKAa3aJl JIOKKOW Ha rpynactyio jeau ['onusy, — 1 mpo-
CKakasa yepe3 Bech JIOHIOH.

— He moria oHa npockakarh, — criokoiHo 3ameTu1 Hukonait CepreeBud. — Y nepiiepoHOB
OCHOBHOM ayumiop — mmar. Kak vy mpuinmnopuBaii, KOHb OyJeT IJIeCTUCH eJie-elie.

B cronoByio Bolia ocnenuTenbHO MpeKkpacHast Musia B ITTMHHOM TOHKOM CBUTEPKE U OOTATHU-
BaIOIINX HOTH JIOCUHAX.
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— 3npaBcTByiiTe. — B3 paBHOAYITHO CKOJB3HYI 1o PeOpoBy, u TyT e Mua oOparuiiach
K MYXKY: — 3BOHWIA TBOSI Mama. ..

Ho Bopuc nepe6u xeHy:

— Crblib, BOT OH, — BJIaJieJiel] skepediia MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM Ha TOCTsI, — TOBOPHT, uTo 3Ta ['oa3miia
Ha TUXOXOJHOM JIOIAAM TACKAIACh 1B JIeHb rojiol no JIOHI0HY.

— Boobmie-To 310 661710 B KOBeHTpH, — THXO cKazan PedpoB, cTapasich He CMOTPETh B CTOPOHY
Mubl.

Ho Bopuc BBIILTIOHYT Ha CTOJ KOCTOUKY OT MAC/IMHBI U, Ka3aJI0Ch, HE YCIIBIIIA 3aMEeYaHusl.

— Hy, 4ero tam marb xotena? — CIIpOCHJI OH XKeHy.

Hukomnaii CepreeBuy Buzien, Kak MOPO30BEIN BHE3AIMHO €€ MIeKH, W TIOHSUI, 4To Muna cmy-
I1IeHa OT TOro, KaKk OTKPOBEHHO Bopuc nposiBisieT CBoe HEBEKECTBO U CBOI0 HEBOCITUTAHHOCTb. KpoBb
HEO)KUJIAHHO TPWJTIJIA U K €ro JIMILY, KOTJa B MO3T TIOCTy4aaach MPOCTasi-MpoCTasi MbIC/Ib: OHA HE
moout myxa. KoHeuHO, pa3Be MOKET YeJIOBEK, BHITUICBBIBAIOIIMI Ha CKAaTEPTh KOCTOUKHU OT MACIIUH,
HPABUTHCS TOW, Ubs JyIIa TpereTasia OT MPUKOCHOBEHHUS €ro, peOPOBCKOM, PYKH, OT OTHOTO TOJIBKO
ero B3IVIS/1a WM JIACKOBOTO crioBa? BermoMHMIOCh, Kak Muta 3aMupaia Ha ero rpyau, Beb TOIbKO
TaK U MOIJIa 3aCHYTb.

Ho Bce 310 mpoHecnoch CKBO3b CO3HAHUE, KaK CKOPBIN MOE3]] MUMO CEJILCKOTO TMOTYCTaHKa,
OCTaJIUCh TOJILKO OOJIb B BUCKAaX M HEJOyMeHHe: Kak Muia cMorsa?

Heckonbko et Hazaz, Korjaa oHu, o(hOPMHUB Pa3BO, CTOSUIA OCJICTUICHHbIE MIOHBCKUM COJTH-
1IeM, OH TiepeJl TeM, KaK MOIPOIIAaThCsl, BAPYT CKa3all e, HeMOHSTHO TIOYeMy:

— IIpoctn.

W Muna, cTpaHHO TIOIJISIIEB HA HETO BJIQXHBIMU I71a3aMH, MOAHSJIACH HA HOCOYKH M TOLENIO-
BaJIa €ro MOYTH B yXO, IOTOMY YTO OH JIEPHYJICSI HABCTpeuy. 3aTeM, MOBEPHYBIIIUCh, ObIBITIAS KEeHA
OBICTPO TOIIIA K CTOSTHKE TAKCH.

Tormga oH 3HaM: OOMbIlE UM HE BCTPETUTHCH. XOTes MoOexarh 3a Hel, HO oOHMaa CclIaBuiIa
cepie, a TOpaoCThb OIyTasia HOru. Te v ceifuac CIOBHO K TIONTy TTPUOHTHIE.

— Ioiigem, oM MOKaxy, — BAPYT MPeIJIoKUI BeTepruHapy bopuc.

Onu GpoauiIv IO OrPOMHOMY 3/IaHHIO, KOTOPOE MOKHO ObLJIO Ha3BaTh ABOPIIOM. Besze Ha cre-
HaX BUCEJU PYKbsl U TPO(EU: TOJI0BBI )KUBOTHBIX, IIKYPBI OJIEHEH, JIOCE, MeABeei. X0351H C rop-
JOCTBIO BCIOMUHAJI, T7ie, KOTJa ¥ KOrO OH 3aCTPENIUI JIUYHO.

— Ilpencrapnsenb, MecsI] Ha3a/1 BOJIKA TPOXHYJ! — pagocTHO cooOuw Myx Muibl. — Kpyr-
HBIA Takou! [1ATh Mmysb B HEro BCaJWI, TIOAXOXKY, 2 OH KHMBOH, MOJT3ET HA MEHsl, IBHO OPOCHThCS
cobupaercsi. Hy, 51 eMy elrie ¢ Tpex IaroB MeXx.y IJ1a3 BOTHal. A IJIaBHOE, 3TO HEAAJIeKO OTCIoAa
ObLI0, KIJIOMETpOB MsATh. Ceifuac MHE TaXOAEPMHUCT Uydesio U3 Hero Jesaer, xouy Bosine jgeau [oa-
3UJUTBI TOCTABUTb.

OHM XOAWIM BABOEM IO OCOOHSKY, IIIYM MX IIarOB M 3BYKW Pa3roBOpa racviyd KOBpHI. BeiIo
THXO 32 OKHAMH U BHYTPH 3[aHUsl, B OTPOMHOM IPOCTPAHCTBE KOTOPOTO PACTBOPHJIACH TepBasi U
enuHCTBeHHas OoJbinast moo0oBb Hukonas CepreeBuya PeOpoa. Musia xuia 37ech, JplIana TeM
e BO3IYXOM, XOIWJIa MO 3TUM ke KOBPaM, ee MOXHO ObLIO Obl KOCHYThCSI PYKOW, M yMEpeTh 3a
3T0 Ge3paccyacTBO ObUIO Obl cuacTheM. «TaxomepMucT», Kak Ha3Basl crienuanucta bopuc, coenan
Obl U3 HETO Yy4Yesio WM ero TOJOBOM YKpacuiu Obl CTEHY, M TOTIa OH CMOTpeJT Obl Ha CBOIO 3BE3/1y
PaIOCTHBIMU CTEKJISTHHBIMU TJ1a3aMH.

«HuBa» Hecnmach k jomy. Haj jecom moBwuciia jiyHa, Ha KOTOPYIO BbUIA U3 aBTOMOOMIIBHOTO
MPUEMHUKA MMUCKJISIBasi IEBUYKaA, B KApMaHe XPYCTeIM TPH COTHU OaKCOB, OBICTPO-OBICTPO IILIETIAIIH
IO BJIA)KHOM Tpacce IIMITbI KOJIeC: 1IJIeTl, IUIeM, UIel, e, Iuien. .. ByaTo He 3uMHMe IUHBI pa3-
OpBI3rUBAIOT JIy)KU, 2 OH caM OSKHUT OBICTPO-OBICTPO K UeMY-TO POJHOMY U OJIM3KOMY, OT 4Yero Ha
CaMoM JIeJie eXaJl ceifiuac B MPOTUBOIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY.
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Bomnuuna npaxe He nopHsiia rojoBy, korna Hukonait Cepreesuy Bouiesn. OHa criajia Wi Mpu-
TBOpsUIach crsiiieil. TeMHbIi JTIOXMaThlii KOMOK MPUBAJIMIICS K €€ )KUBOTY, U MaTh OCTOPOKHO BBITSI-
HyJIa JIaly BJIOJb TeJa, YTOOBI JETEHBIII HEe CKaTHIICS.

Ha kyxHe nexaia Ha Toity myctast KacTpiojisi, U Msica, OCTaBJICHHOTO B HEll Be4epoMm, He ObLIIO.
3HaunT, BOMYMIIA BCE-TaKM BCTaBajla U Jake XOOWIa M0 KBapTupe. DTa HOBOCTh oOpanoBana Ped-
poBa: 3Bepb caM He 3aX04YeT KUThb B €r0 JAOME U, OKPEIHYB, yiaeT. Hukonaii CepreeBud paccuuThbl-
BaJI, YTO 3TO NMPOU3OMIET Yepe3 AeHb W JIBa.

Jlo monyHOUM OH cujeNl Ha KyXHe, MW BHHO, HaJMBasi ceOe U3 OTKPBITOH Buepa OyTHUIKH.
3aKychIBaJ PECHBIM CHIPOM U TIOIJISIABIBAJ B OKHO HA TEMHEIOIIHIA B OCEHHEM MpaKe MaTeprK HeJa-
nexoro sieca. Korga 6yThuika omycresa v Obljla OTIpaBjieHa B MyCOPHOE BEAPO, U3 KOpUAOpa JOHEeC-
Juch miard. BepHee, He miard, a IOKaHbe KOITEeW MO MapkeTy. PeOpoB BbIeNT U3 KyXHU U TIOYTH
Cpa3y HATKHYJICSI HA BOJIUMILY, KOTOpasl CTosiia y BXxogHou nBepu. Hukomnait CepreeBud OTOABUHYJI
3aJIBUKKY, IPUOTKPBUI CTBOPKY. 3BEPb BBICYHYJI HOC B IIEJb U TYT K€ MPOCKOJIBb3HYI B TIPOEM YKe
BceM TesIoM. C JIECTHUYHOW KJIETKM JIOXHYJIO MPOMO3IVION CBHIPOCTBIO, JOHECIUCh yAaphl PEAKUX
Kanesb 00 acasbT U JaNeKUil CUTHAT aBTOMOOMIIBHOTO KJIAKCOHA.

JBepb nmogbesna Oblia He 3akpbiTa. Hukomait CepreeBud BhIIIEN BO ABOP U oruisiaescs. Equn-
CTBEHHBIN (POHAPb OCBEIIAJ JIMIIb HEOONBIIIOE MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT ceOs1, a IyHHBIN CBET TOJIBKO
OTKPBITHIE YYAaCTKH 3€MJIH, BCE OCTAJILHOE TOTJIOIIANIA YepHasi TeHb OT JiepeBbeB. U rae-To B riryOuHe
9TOro Mpaka OblIa BOTUHIIA. XO0JIO 3a0pasics Moj KypTKY, M 03HOO yke HauMHAJI TOPMOIIUTD HAIpsi-
JKeHHOe TeJlo, a PeOpoB Bce CTOST M MBITAJICS XOTh YTO-HUOYIb BHICMOTPETh BO ABope. Ho Tam He
ObLIO HY 3BYKa, HU KOJIeOaHMs1 TeHH, BOOOIIEe HIUero. Bech Mup 3acThul ¥ MOJTYAI, KaK OyITO 3aTan
B cebe caMyio OOJIBIIYIO TallHY Ha CBETe.

[Mpuninock 060TH Bech IBOP U AaXe BBIATH 32 €ro IPaHUIIbl — HUKAKUX crieqoB. Hebomblmast
J0pora C pacTpecKaBIIMMCS OT CTApOCTH acaibToOM, 3a HEH MyCTHIPh, PEBPAIIEHHBIA B CBAJIKY,
Aajbllie TeMHas nosioca jieca. U rynkas BiaxHasi TUIIMHA.

Bepuysumch nomoit, Hukomnaii CepreeBud 3aiiies1 B KOMHaTYy, IJI€ €lIe rojJaca Ha3aj Jiexana
BOJTUMIIA, BKJTIOUWJI CBET U Orisifencs. JleTeHslima, KOTOpoMy TOJBKO-TOJIBKO MCTIOMHUJINCH CYTKH,
HUTJIe He ObUTO. 3aTO, BOU/ISA B CIIAJILHIO, YBHIEI €T JIekKalliM Ha cBoel noayiike. HaBepHoe, MaTh,
yXO7isl, TIOJIOKHJIA €r0O Ty, CIIOBHO JIOBEpPsisl YEJIOBEKY caMoe JOPOroe, YTo MMEJIOCh B €€ BOMYbEH
*u3HU. OH B35U1 Ha JIAJIOHb MaJIeHbKOE jKUBOE cyiecTBo. Ceplie ero Ounock COBCeM THXO, 1 PeOpoB
TIOJIHEC JIETEHBIINIA K CBOEMY JIUILY, YTOOBI IIOUYBCTBOBATH, KaK OHO CTYYUT. BUJIOCh OHO CIIOKOMHO U
POBHO, He 3Has ellle TPEBOT U ONACHOCTH. BOITUOHOK OBLIT peKOro OKpaca — YepHbIH.

Huxkonait CepreeBuy Haien B mkady crapyio KpoJauyblo IAMNKY, OTPSIXHYJI €€ U JaxKe MOCTy-
YaJi 10 KOJIeHY, YTOOBI BHIOUTH IbUTb. 3aTE€M BBIBEPHYJI MEXOM BHYTPb, MOJOKUI TyAa BOIYOHKA U
OITYCTHJI IIAINKY Ha IOJ BO3JIE UyTh Teriol Oatapen. CaMm erne HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT IMPOCHET Ha KOp-
TOYKAaX PsIJIOM, THXO IIerya, CJIOBHO MePeCcKa3biBal KOJIBIOETBbHYIO TIECHIO:

— Cnm, mama ckopo BepHeTcsl. Mama noluia uckarb HOBbIM JoM. Haiiner Terutyio cyxyio HOpY,
BepHeTCs 1 3adepeT Tedsi ¢ COOO0.

3aTeM OH Jier Ha CBOI0 KpOBaThb, JIONTO JIeKad U HE MOT 3aCHYTh. KONBIOETbHBIX MeceH eMy
JaBHO HUKTO HE TIeJI, a 3aChINaTh OJHOMY B XOJIOJIHOM MOCTENHU TSKEJO.

[epen cambiM paccBeTOM €ro pasOyaul METAJUIMYECKUI 3BYK CTYy4Yalllero 3aMka, Kak Oyaro
KTO-TO ObET B IBEPh KOPOTKUMH TOTYKaMU. PeOpOB BbIIlIeN B KOPUAOP U Cpa3y MOHSLT — 3TO BOTYHIIA
raparnaet cTBOpKy. [Ipurioch OTKpbITh. OHa TYT e MPOCKOJb3HYJIa BHYTPb, TPOCKOUYMIIA B KOMHATY,
chenaga Kpyr v, He Hail/isl JeTeHbIIa, METHYJIach B CHajibHIO. BepHyach OTTyna yke ¢ BOTYOHKOM.

VYrpowm, koraa Hukonait CepreeBuu, cooupasich Ha padboty, cunen B «Hue» u mporpesas aBu-
raresib, K HEMy IOJIOIIENT COCel] CBEPXY.

— Crpib, Konst, — 03a004eHHO ckazan oH, — MOH OpyT Kyaa-To 3arponactuicsi. Houblo y Hero
’KUBOT IIPUXBATUIIO, S BBIIIIE]T BMECTe C HUM. BpyT ymuasics cpasy Kyaa-To, HaBepHOE, KOIIIKY OTYsLT.
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S B mogbesie mocTosiy1 u jomMou BepHyJics. [lymain, BpyT BepHeTcs, nosaet, u st OTKpoio. TonbKo 4To
MIPOCHYJICS, & €TO HeT.

Cocen orsiaesncs Mo CTOPOHAM U CIIPOCUIT B OTKPBITOE OKHO:

— Mosxer, 371ech CyuKka 4bs-To Oeraetr? He 3Haemnb?

Pe6poB noskan mieyamu, a Baaaeser OyabTepbepa YBEPEHHO CKa3al:

— Bepuercs, koHeuHo. Uto ¢ Takum 1icom caenaercsa? — M cam ke Ha CBOM BONPOC OTBETHUIL:
— Hu-ue-ro!

Beuepom Hukonaii CepreeBud penimi HUKya He e3UTh, HO bopuc Mo3BOHUIT caM:

— Tebs ceronns He Oyner? A kak ke ykonbl? 3aBtpa? Hy nagHo. Tonbko MeHst He OyzaeT, s B
MockBy Ha Hefemo ye3xamw. Jliocs ¢ ToOoi paccunTaercs.

AOOHEHT yXke OTKJIIouWics, a PeOpoB Bce aepxkan TpyoOKy, M3 KOTOPOW HECIUCh KOPOTKHE
I'yIKH, He moHnMast: kKakas Jlrocs? Ilotom o Hero ponuio: Boprc Tak HazpiBaeT Muty. Ctano oOuIHO
Y TOPBKO, Kak OyATO CHSUIM ¢ HeOa CONHIIE U MOBECHJIN OCBEIATh 3aIJIeBaHHBIN TTOAbE3].

C HacTyruieHHeM TeMHOTBHI, KOT/Ia 3ByKH 32 OKHOM U BO BCEM JIOME YTUXJIM, BOTYHUIIA OISITh
nofonia K asepu. M npomnana 1o yrpa.

Bech crepyronmii ieHb ObUla OJJHA CIUIONIHASI MyKa. XOpOIIIO, YTO MalueHTsl PeGpoBa kKuUBOT-
HBIE, a He JIIOJH, JIIoel Obl OH TOYHO OpOCHII CO BceMU UX OOJITYKaMu U KoJMKamu. Bcee ymoackue
HEJYTY Ka3aJIuCh eMy epyHJION 10 CPaBHEHUIO C ero coOCTBEHHOM Oombio — cepanie Hukonas Cepre-
€BHUYa pa3pbiBaJIOCh HA YaCTU: OAHA pBaJIaCh B KI/IpHI/I‘IHHﬁ OCO6H}IK Ha IMATbAECAT YETBCPTOM KUJIO-
MeTpe, Jpyras CTpajiaia OT PeBHOCTH, TPEThs TPUTBOPsLIIACH Oe3pa3TuuHOl Ko Bcemy. U Tomnbko rie-
TO TJIyOOKO OMJIach MajieHbKasl )KUJIKa, BHICTYKMBas B CaMO3a0BEeHHOM cyacTbe: Mu-yia, Mu-Ja. ..

Hakoner oH npuexan Tyna. Bopora OTKpbLT HE TO OXpaHHUK, HE TO CTOPOXK, KOTOPHIA TOTOM
1o msATaM ciiefoBail 3a Hukonaem. A Muna Tak v He nosiBUjiach. 3ateM ObUIM MyCThIHHAS IOpOra
BEeTEp, CBUCTSAIINN B OKOHHYIO IIEJTb.

— Hypak, nypak, nypak! — He caepxaBimck, HECKOIBKO pa3 PebpoB ynaput 1ajoHbIo 1o pyJiio,
pyras ceds 3a TO, YTO eIlle CMOT Ha YTO-TO HaJIeSIThCS.

O vem myman? Boiiier kpacaBuiia 1 OpOCUTCSI €My Ha IIIel0, MOJI, YB3 MEeHS OTCIoa, JTI0OU-
MBIi, KUTH Oe3 TeOs1 He Mory? Her, Bce koHUeHO. Ha mAThaeCAT YeTBepThIi KUJIOMETP OH OOJIbIIe
HE e3]I0K.

Beuep Ob11 BbiKITIOUEH U3 ku3HM Hukomnast CepreeBrnya u BooOinie U3 ero co3Hanust. Ero mospai
K ce0e coce]] CBepXy, M OHM NOMUHAIM BpyTa, OCTaHKM KOTOPOro XO3sIMH Halllie Ha ImycThipe. B pas-
rap NOMMHOK, KOorga CO6yTbIHI)HI/IK CKaszaJji, 4YTO HEIIJIOXO 6[;1 BbI3BATh JE€BOYCK, Pe6pOB PELINIT HAKO-
Hell OTKJIaHATbCs. CICTUJICS HA CBOM 9TaX M OTKPbUI IBEPb. BomuuIia TyT ke BRICKOUMIa Hapyxy. B
ABEpsIX MOIbe3/a OHa, CJIOBHO MOYYsIB HeJlaJHOE, OCTAHOBMIIACH, OOEPHYIAch U OPOCHIa MPUCTAITh-
HBII B3MJIS]1 HA MbSTHOTO BETEPUHApA.

— Bcee, — ckazan eit PebpoB, — Oosnbinie He Oymy. Ceiiyac ke uay Kk peOeHKy.

n BOIYMLIa paCTBOpPUJIACh B HOYHU.

Y1pom oHa BepHynach rpsi3Hast. Illepctb Oblia B MecKe M 3aCTBIBIIEH ITMHE. «BbIKarbBaia
cebOe HOpy», — porafgaiyics Hukomnait CepreeBuy.

OH nw1 yail Ha KyxHe, Korja pa3ajics 3BOHOK.

B TpyOke Oblia THINIMHA. A TIOTOM, CJIIOBHO MPEOIOJIEB PACCTOSIHUE B HECKOJIBKO JIET, JA0JIETe
c/aOBIi TOJIOC U3 TIPOIILIOTO:

— Tel npuenens cerogus?

— Her, — orBetrn Pe6poB. Ho TpyOKy He OpocwJ1, MpoaoKas AepkKaTh ele Kpermde, MprukuMast
K yXy.

— Ipuesxaii, — yMOJISIOIIe TIPOU3HEC POJHOM royioc, — s OyAy KAaTh.

TpyOka yxe oryckajiach Ha pblyar, Korjua U3 Hee JOHECJI0Ch KOpoTKoe: «[Ipoctu».

C110BO 3TO 3aKPYTUJIOCH MOHETKOH Ha CTOJIe M CTy4alio, U cTyvasio. Tonbko norom Hukonaii
CepreeBud MOHsLI, YTO ITO KOJIOTUIIOCH €0 COOCTBEHHOE Cep/le.
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JIHem cHoBa TiolIes cHer. MsTK¥e KpyITHbIe XJIOMbsI Me/IJIEHHO KPYXXKUJIMCh W Ma1aJTH, HaK PbI-
Bas ropop 6ebiM yexsioMm. K Bedepy cHer ObUT Be3Jie: Ha IepeBbsIX U YAMUHBIX (DOHAPSIX, HA KyCTap-
HUKaX ¥ ra30HaX, Ha KPbIIIaX U MOJIOKOHHUKAX.

Benbiit v yncTHIR.

«Korga-To u s1 Takum 6bU1», — rpycTHO ogymai Hukomnait CepreeBuy.

Bomuuiia kopmuia CBOEro JeTeHbIIA BIOBOJIb U BIIPOK, YTOOBI MOKHO OBUIO YUTH Ha BCIO HOYb.
HachITHBIIIMCH, TOT 3achiniall, a MaTh aKKypaTHO BBUTU3bIBAJIA €r0, OUYEHb OCTOPOKHO, YTOOBI HE pa3-
Oynuth. PeOpoB HaOMIO/IAT 32 HUMH, a BOJTYHUIIA, YKe MPUBBIKHYB K €ro B3MJISIIy, TPOIOJKAJIa CBOKO
MaTepUHCKYI0 padOTy, BUAMMO, CUMTAS YEJIOBEKA, CTOSIIETO PSIOM, HE TAKUM YK MTOCTOPOHHHUM.
[ToTom OHa MoMoXkuJjIa roJIoBy Ha MepeJHHE JIarbl U TIOCTaa HEMHOTO, J0KHUIasICh, KOT/Ia Ha YJIUIe
Bce cTuxHet. [IoToM MmogHsIach U HAIIPaBUJIACH K JIBEPH.

— 51 6BI ¢ TOOO moIeN, — ckazan el Pedbpos. — nm Tyaa, Kyna MHE caMoOMy OYeHb M OYeHb
XOUETCS.

Ho noxmatsiii 3Bepbh TOPOMUJICS M HE XOTeJI CIyIIaTh yenoBeueckre opeanu. Hukomait Cepre-
€BHUY B35 BOTYOHKA, CHOBA TIOJIOKIJI €r0 B IIAIKY, Ty PUABUHYI K Oatapee, U TYT pa3/iajics 3BOHOK
B JIBEPb.

— BepHynack, — MammHanbpHO niogymait PeOpoB 1 cpasy yCMEXHYICsl CBOeW MBICIIH.

OH Bejib MOTYMAJI O BOTYHMIIE, KaK O YeJIOBEKe, KOTOPBIN MOKET YUTH, @ TIOTOM BCIIOMHUTD, YTO
3a0bLJT KaKyI0-TO BeIb J0Ma, M BepHYThCs1. CKOpee BCero, 3TO OISATh SIBIJICS cocesl U OyneT TpeboBaTh
MPOJIOJIKEHUsT TOMUHOK. [Ipraercst OTKa3biBaThCs.

Huxkonait CepreeBud OTKpBUT JBEpb, 3apaHee MPUTBOPHUBIINCH YCTAIBIM. 3aMOK MIEJIKHYII,
CTBOpPKA pacraxHyJachk. ..

Ha nopore crosna Muia.

Ona crostia 1 Mmomyasia. Hajo ObUTO OTOMTH U BITYCTUTH €€ B KBAPTUPY, HO HOT'H MAPaTM30BaJIO.
CrenoBaJio 4To-TO cKa3arth, a y Hukonas cnapusio ropiio. BeiBias xeHa Toxke HMUero He TOBOPUIIA,
TOJIKO CMOTpeIa.

— He nporonsiii MeHs1, — HakoHel rporrenTtana Mua. — XoTs Obl IojT9aca oroBOpH CO MHOM.

— a, na, — kuBHy11 PeOpoB, nemas mar B CTOPOHY, — MOIYacHKa MOXKHO MOOOITATb.

3auem OH Tak ckazan? XoTs, ¢ Ipyroi CTopoHbl, Muia BeJib €ro BoBce He 3amedasa. OH jeun
ux ¢ boprcom xepeOiia, XOAWJ 10 UX JOMY, YKHHAJI C €€ MYyKeM, a OHa CKOJTb3UJIa 10 HEMY B3IJISIOM,
KakK IO IyCTOMY MeECTY.

Ho Muwuuia Boruia B KBapTUPY U YJILIOHYIACH:

— 3HaKOMBIN 3amax.

N nobaswa:

— PockorHbIil apomar.

Hukomaii momor e CHATh JJTMHHOE KOKaHOE MaJIbTO C BOPOTHUKOM U3 YepHOOYPKH, TIOTOM, KaK
B ObLJIbIE TOIBI, PACCTETHYJT «MOJIHUM» Ha BBICOKHMX Carlorax U CHsUI UX ¢ Hee. [Ipruem BTOpOii caror
HE 3aXO0TeJl cJIe3aTh C ee HOKKHM, U OH OOHSLT JIAIOHBIO €€ IUKOJIOTKY. A MuJjia BAPYr HaKJIOHUJIACh,
TOIEJIOBAJIA €ro B 3aThUIOK, 3aepKajia CBOM IryObl Ha BOJIOCAX, MPOIIENTaIa:

— Mwiblii MoO#t 3BepUHEll. .. Sl CTOJIBKO JIET CKy4YaJia Mo 3TOMY 3araxy!

Takux CJIOB OH He CJIBIIAI OT Hee paHbilie. M TaKuX WHTOHAIWIA, TIOHBIX HEXXHOCTH, TOXKE HEe
ObL10. Kak He ObUIO U TOTO, YTO ceifyac MepernoHsIO ero caMmoro: 0e3yMHOM KaJlOCTH M BCe0ObhEeM-
Joried JoOBY K Held. JIIoOBH, KOTOpast BRIUEPKHYJIa U3 TIAMSTH T'OJIbI, POBeIcHHbIe Oe3 Hee.

PeOpoB ¢ paiocThio Tak OBl U CTOST B HEYJOOHOM T03€ YJIMYHOTO YMCTHIIBIIUKA OOYBU XOTh
HeJTYI0 BEUHOCTh, HO Caror BCE-TAKH CJie3 C HOTH.

— MHue naxe Hedyem TeOs1 yrOCTUTb, — Npu3Haiicss Hukomnaii.

— 41 Bce npuBesna.
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Mmwna mporia Ha KyXHIo, Hecsl 3a peMeHb cyMKy. CTasia U3BJIeKaTh U3 Hee M BBICTABIISITh HA
CTOJT KOPOOOUKM M OAaHOUKH, HAPE3KH KOJIOAC, CBIPOB, JIOCOCS M OceTpuHbl. [locieqHuMu Ha CTOI
ObLI BOZIPYKEHBI IBE OYTBUIKH OOPIIO.

— $1 nomHIO, ThI JTIOOUIIIL KPAaCHOE CYXOe.

[Noxoxe, Muna nomamnia Bee. Kak n Hukonaii, He 3a0bIBIIMI HY OAHOW MUHYTHI MX TTPEKHEH
*u3HU. OH MOMHWIT KQKIyI0 POAMHKY Ha ee TeJle, 3armax BoJIoC, 3ByK CJIaJKOTO MpeayTPEeHHEro roca-
MBIBAHUS M CTPACTh HOYHOTO TOLEITYS.

— 3HauuT, TH clofia nepedpacs, — ckazana Musa, packjiaapBasi Mo TapesikaM MPUBE3eHHbIE
TIPOYKTHI.

A PeOpoB He Hailes HU4ero JIy4Ilero, Kak mpoBOpYATh:

— 4 nymain, Tel ¢ CEMEHOM KUBEIlb.

3auem oH 310 ckazai? K uemy Bopomuth crapoe? Bee ato mpomwio. Otiereno, Kak JIUCT,
COPBaHHBIH C JiepeBa OCEHHUM BETPOM.

Ho Mwuia He obujenach, Ha000pOT, YABIOHY/IACh C HE3HAKOMOM €My KPOTOCTBIO.

— CemeH npuBe3 MeHs K ceOe, a Be4epoM Tyaa BopBasics oterl. OH Aaxe Mopor He MepecTyIul,
ckomangoBa: «Cobupaiics!» Cpasy XoTesl OTBe3TH MeHs K TeOe, TO eCTh K HaM, HO sI HEM3BECTHO
yero ucnyraigace. Llenmyio HOUb peBena y poaMresield, MOTOMY YTO TMOHsIa — Bce pyxHyno. [Totom
HaJesuIach, YTO THI MO30BEIIb MEHSI, YACPKHUIIIb, IIPOCTUIIID. .. A KOTJ]a pa3BesIkch, ke Ha Bce ObUIo
HarieBarhb.

Ona cama OTKpbUIa OyTBUIKY M pa3imiia 6opro mo Ookamam. Y Hukomas 3acTeiia Ha ry0ax
(paza, KOTOPyI0 OH HUKaK He MOT MPOU3HECTU. A pa3 Tak, JIydille MPOMOIYaTh U 3alUTh HEBBICKA-
3aHHOE BUHOM.

Ho pasrosop Bce xke npogomkaics. O Tom, 4To ObUIO IJI0XOro, €CJIM M TOBOPHIIH, TO KakK O CTa-
poii 6one3HH, KOTOopasi MPOIILIa U yKe He MPUHOCUT cTpafganuidi. CTpaHHO, elle JeHb Ha3an Hukonait
HE MOT BCIIOMUHATH 00 UX pasziyke 0e3 00JM, CEroqHs ke CUAUT U CIIOKOMHO CIIyIIaeT Ipo TO, YTO
CemeH JaBHO reHepas U CIyKUT B MOCKBe, B MUHHUCTEPCTBE.

— A Bopuc? — cipocui PeOpoB IpOrHyBIIIM T'OJIOCOM.

TosbKo ceifiuac OH MOHSUI, YTO 3TO INIABHOE MPETISITCTBHE.

— Bopuc? — nepecnipocuna Muna. U cpasy crana cepbe3Hoi. — Mbl T03HAKOMUIUCH TO/1 Ha3a/l
y 001X 3HaKOMbIX. OH Ha4Yasl yXxakuBaTh KPACUBO U C KAKMM-TO a3apTOM, TIOUTH Cpasy cleaa MHe
npeaokeHue. { Mecsil nmogymana, a moToM coriacuiack. Pemmia: MHE CKOpO TpUALIATh, a TO, YTO
He JIIOOJTI0 ero, He Tak yX W BaxHO. [Ipo ceOs s TOYHO 3HAJa, YTO He MOJI0OII0 HUKOTO OOJIbIIIe.
A Ttak — y Hac Bce Oyner. M neiicTButenbHO, Y Hac ecTh Bce. BepHee, y Hero. Ilpuyem Bce camoe-
camoe JIydlIliee: ;keHa, KOHb, aBTOMOOWJIb, pykbe. MHe J1ae TPYIHO CKa3aThb, YTO U3 NEPEYMCIIEHHOTO
Bopuc mobut 6omblire.

Muia B3goxHyna. Yepes cekyHay qoOaBumia:

— Ho oH paneko He Tak MpocT, Kak KaKeTcsl.

Bornee ona HMUero He ckazasa o Myske 1 BooOie mpumonkiia. A Hukonait CepreeBud Bce HUKaK
HE MOT BBITOBOPUTH TO, UTO PBAJIOCH Hapyky. [IoTOMy 4TO OHO TpebOBAJIO YeCTHOTO OTBETA, 8 UMEHHO
ero PeGpoB u 6osuics.

—V 1ebs ectb KTO-HUOYIL? — HAKOHEIl HapyIIviIa ModyaHre Mua.

Hwukonaii B3s1 ee 3a pyKy ¥ moBen B criasibHIO. [loziBesst k Gatapee, OKa3al Ha BHIBEPHYTYIO
KPOJIUYBIO IIATIKY.

— O, — obpaoBanack Muna, — nmeHouek ! Kakoit manenskuii! Kakoii xopomeHbKuii !

W oHa B3si71a MyMIMCTHI KOMOUEK B JIAIOHH.

— Emy Tpu ns1, — 00bsicHin Pe6poB. — TOMBKO 3TO BOTYOHOK.

— A rae ero mama?

— YTpom npuper.
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Muwuia HeIoBepUMBO MOCMOTpeIa Ha OBIBIIIETO My’Ka U MOHSJIA, YTO 3TO He MyTKa. OCTOPOKHO
BEpHYJ/Ia BOTYOHKA B INAIKY, a KOT/Ia BBIMPSMUIACH, PAJJOCTHO YAUBUJIACK:

— Oii, Haia KpoBarhb. . .

U torma Hukonaii CepreeBud, HanpsArasich U KpacHesl, 03ByYHJI HAKOHEII TO, YTO XOTeJI CIIPO-
CHUTb C TOM CaMOW MUHYTBHI, KOTJja, OTKPBIB JBEPb, YBUJIEJ €€ Ha IOpOre:

— Mwta, THI MeHS €I1ie JTIOOUIIE?

BwMmecto oTBera ObIBIIIas keHa TIOCMOTpeia eMy B JIMIO, 1 PeOpoB yBujen ee ria3a — poOkue
Y CYACTIIUBBIC OHOBPEMEHHO.

OnHM npuOMVKATUCH IPYT K APYTYy MeIJIeHHO, MOYTH 1iejioe crojerre. Hukonail ynoBun 3Ha-
KOMBII 3amax BOJIOC, TOYYBCTBOBAJ MIPUKOCHOBEHUE K CBOMM I'y0am ee ryd — MATKUX M BJIAXKHBIX.
lopstyast BoNHA Mpoliuia o BceMy ero Teqy, OT JIMIa 10 KOHYMKOB MajblieB. M oH He cran Oosblie
HUYEro CIpaIinBaTh.

Ceer eauHCTBeHHOTO (DOHApsi BO JIBOpE, OTpakkasich OT CHEra, pPacIBETHJ CTEHY CHaJbHU
cUHUMHU OMKamMu. Mujia MOHSIIach C MOCTENU U, He OJeBasCh, NOIIaraia mpsMo Mo pa3opocaHHOU
1o nony onesxae. Bckope BepHynach ¢ OyThUIKON BUHA U OOKaJIaMu.

Tak oHM 1 MK GOPIIO, LETYSCH MOCIIE KaKI0TO IJIOTKA, U TIOCTe b ObLIa 3aJIMTa BUHOM, CJIOBHO
KpoBblo. Ho 00a He xoTenu gymarh o MpuMeTax; MM ObLIO Tak xopoio Bmecte! M HUYero Ha cete
He ObLIO IPyroro, Kpome Ux JIOBH.

Jlaxxe naparnanbe B ABepb ObLIO I7ie-To B UHOM Mupe. Kak 1 BooO11ie 1Bephb B KBApTUPY, U JIOM, 1
ropoj, U Mmpoluiasi ku3Hb. Ho apamnanbe nmponoimkaaock Bce HacTOMUMBee U arpeccuBHee. Hukomnait
HaKOHeI[ YCJIBIIIIAJ ero, HaTsSHYJI JUKUHCHI ¥ TIOIIe OTKpbIBaTh. Ha mopore crosina ycranas v rpsi3Hast
Bomumifa. OHa Jake He IOCMOTpena Ha XO35IMHa, a cpas3y nodexaa B craibHio. PeOpoB mocnemmt
3a Hell. Bomyuiia moponia kK Garapee, BbIHY/IA U3 INANKKW CBOETO JETEHBIA, KOCSACh HA JKEHIIUHY,
3amepiiyio ¢ OOKaJoM BHHA B pyKaX, M HallpaBWIAch K BBHIXOLY. Y TOpOTa MOJOKUIIA MaJICHbKUIA
YepHBI KOMOYEK Ha IMOJ ¥, HAKJIOHUB MOPIY, JIM3HY/1a O0CYI0 YeJIOBEUECKYIO CTYITHIO.

— Ioxany¥icra, — OTBETHII Ha 3TOT 3BEPUHBIN 3HaK OarogapHocty Hukonaii CepreeBud. 3atem
3aKpBUI IBEPb, BEPHYJICS B criajibHIO. U yBHIEN yepe3 OKHO, Kak 10 CHHEMY CHery Mpode:kaa Tpyc-
1I0M TeMHas1 TeHb. [IpoMenibKHYIa U pacTasijia B IpeiyTPEeHHUX CyMepKax.

— Omna ynuia HaBcerga? — cnpocuia Muna.

Bmecto oTBeta oH 3a6pai U3 ee pyku OOKasl, OJHAM IJIOTKOM BBIITUJI OCTABINIEECs B HEM BHHO
Y, HAKJIOHUBIIIKCh, TOLEJIOBAJI, 3aKPBIB IJ1a3a OT CUACThsI, TUIEUO JTIOOUMOM KEHIIMHBI.

Hous 6b1a npekpacha. U ytpo, u aenb. U Bcst KU3HB BrIEpein TOXe.

K Beuepy oHM HaKOHeIl BBUIE3/IM U3 MTOCTENH, OJEIIMCh U, B3SBIIMCH 32 PYKH, BBIIIUIU BO JIBOP,
r71e cpasy ke cTonkHymuch ¢ Bapsapoii IlerpoBroii. Coceqka BeXJIMBO MMO310pOBAIACh C HUIMHU 000-
MMM, CIIOBHO BCTpeyYasa 3Ty BIIOOJEHHYIO MapoyKy Kaxiblid JeHb. M TyT ke, MpUOIU3UBIINCH K
Hukonaio Cepreesudy, 3aienraa, HOMISIbIBAs HA €T0 CITyTHUILY:

— 51 BaM BOT UTO CKaxy: cocell Halll — 000POTEHb.

— Kakoit o6opotens? — ynuBwics Pe6pos.

— Ha camplit HacTosimmit! — W, cMOTpst B yNop Ha HETIOHSITJIMBOTO BeTepuHapa, OObsICHIIIA: —
Hmeto B Buy cocea CBepXy, KOHEYHO. 51 Be/lb TaBHO TOI03PEBaia, & CErOAHSI HOYBIO TaK CIHHY
JIOMMJIO, YTO 3aCHYTh HE MOIJIa, BOT U MOAIONLIA K OKHY. [TIsKy. ..

[pu 3THX cOBax cTapymika MepeKpecTuiIach.

— I'msxy, a U3 IOIbe3/1a HAIlero BOJIK BeiOeraeT. 3nopoByimii Takoi! Cocel U ecTh.

Pe6poB ¢ MuJioii nepersisiHyIInCh, efie CAepXKuBasi YJIBIOKy. A coceKa Mmpopokaa:

— Mmue TarbsiHa VIBaHOBHA U3 MepBOM KBAPTUPHI €lIE M03aBUepa rOBOPUJIA, YTO U3 HAILEro
MO/IbE3/1a BEYEPOM BOJIK BBIOETAeT, a Mojl YTPO BO3BpaIaeTcs. XOIUT MO HOoYaM, CTaJIO ObITh, COCE/
YeJIOBEYMHOW MTUTAETCH.

— IIpucHuOCH BaM Bce, — MonbITaNICs: 00pa3yMuTh crapyiiky Hukonait CepreeBuy.
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Ho Ta nokavasia ronoBoi.

— 41 Benp TatbsiHe VIBaHOBHE He MOBepHIIa, a 3ps, TeNeph BOT cama yoeausack. Hago cpouHo
PYXbe KYIUTh M cepeOpsIHOM MyJiel ero 3apsaauTh. [pyras-to ux, o0OpoTHel 3TuX, He OepeT. Ame-
PUKAaHIIbI B CBOMX (DMJIBMaX TOJBKO TaK OT HUX, MPOKJIATYIIUX, U30aBIISIOTCS.

Ha cnenyrommii nens Pe6poB onsaTh He nomient Ha padoTy. Ho Tpu THs rTporysia — 3To yke CIUIII-
KOM, [I03TOMY B OUY€PEIHOE MPEKPACHOE YTPO OH BCE K€ OTIIPABUJICS HA CBOIO BETEPUHAPHYIO CTaH-
1uio. M 3710 ObLT caMblid ITTMHHBIA paboyYuil eHb B €ro kKu3HU. BpeMst TSHYIO0Ch Tak MeIIEHHO, YTO
Hukonaio CepreeBruy 1mokasaaoch, 4TO OH MPOOBLT Ha pabote 1esnoe Thicsiuenerue. M nopora qomoit
TOXe OblTa OECKOHEUHOH. 3aTO ero OXuaaau OHCTaIomas YUCTOTOW KBApTUPA, TOPSUUA YKUH C
KpPacHbIM BHMHOM, a IJIABHOE — OCJIENIUTENIbHAS] KPacaBUlia, 10 CPABHEHUIO C KOTOPOM MPECIOByTas
nequ ['oguBa — KomueHorasi ylIm4yHasi TOproBKa.

Briepenu ere 6bi11 cy000Ta ¥ BOCKpeceHbe. A Ba JHS BBIXOTHBIX — 3TO J[BA IIara Ha IMyTu
K BBIXOAY U3 OyTHMYHOM CEpoi KU3HU. 3a JiBa AHS HYKHO YCIIETh C/IENaTh TO, YTO OBUIO YIYIIEHO
3a TYCKJIbIE U YHBUIBIE TTOCeAHNE rofpl. OHM BCTaJM HA 3TOT MyTh, 3Hasl, YTO JOpOra Briepeau oec-
KOHEYHas!, ¥ TOPONWJIMCH UTH IO HEH, YBEPEHHBIE, UTO MATHIECIT YETBEPTHIN KUJIOMETP YKe TaBHO
MIPOMJIEH.

Ocenb ynpiOanach UM NEPBBIM CHETOM, TOPOJ] BCTpevasl paJJOCTHBIM XOPOM aBTOMOOUJIEH, TeM-
HBII JIeC 3a MYCTHIPEM MPUBETIMBO Kavyasl BEPXyIIKaMU CBOMX €JIel, BCJie]] CYaCTIIMBOM nape odopa-
YMBAJIMCh TPOXOKHUE, & CTAPYIIKH, TSI HA HUX U3 OKOH, TOCTABAIN U3 IIIyOWH CBOE MaMSITH CaMble
Oe3yMHbIe BOcIOMHUHaHUs1. [laxe yrploMblil COCell CBEpXY, MOTEPSIBIINI HEJABHO CBOETO YETBEPOHO-
rOro Jpyra v MOXOPOHMBIIIMI Ha MCTHIPE €0 OCTAHKH (MJTH, KaK OH CaM BBIPA3UIICS, 00bE/IKH), TIPH-
rnacw Hukonast 1 Muy k ceGe B rOCTH.

My:>xurHa ObUT BeCeJIbIM M OCTpOyMHBIM. [IpoBOskast roctel, OH, C HEKOTOPOM 3aBUCTBIO B3JJ0X-
HYB, CKa3aJ:

— Bce, Tenepps HuKakux codak. Ternepb ToIbKO keHa. Ml Kak MOXHO CKopee.

IMoTom npuaepxkan 3a 10koTh PeGpoBa u cripocuit:

— He mory moHsATh: Kak BBIXOXY BO JBOp, Bce 0a0yibku pasderaorcsi. A Bapsapa IlerpoBna
MOYEeMY-TO IPO3uia MHE B (POPTOUKY KYJIAKOM U Kprdasia: «Yko OyneT Tede cepeOpstHas myJis!» OHu
YTO, C yMa KOJJIEKTUBHO MOCXOAMIIN?

— INopapure el KoTeHKa, — mocoBeToBas cuacmBbiil Hukonait CepreeBuy.

Ho 3a Bcemu pajoctsiMu BCIUIbiBajia MHOTJA TEMHAs TEHb NIOHEEbHUKA. [IBa MOX0XKUX THS,
Kak JjBa OMJIbSIPIHBIX I1apa, KATUJIHCH B JTy3Y, U3 KOTOPOH HEeT Bbixoza. M XOTs BII0OIEHHbBIE HE XOTeH
aymatb 00 3ToM, MuJjia cama ckazasa COTHEYHBIM BOCKPECHBIM JTHEM:

— Hagno exarp Ha msthaecaT yeTBepThiid KuiioMeTp. OCTaBIio MyKy MalldHY, BO3bMY CBOU
JIOKYMEHTBI, COOepy BEIIMYKH, U Mbl BEpHEMCSI CI0fIa, TOMOH, yXKe HaBcera.

TyT ke, He OTKJIapIBasi HA Beuep 3aJyMaHHOe, OHM BHIIIUTH BO 1BOp. MuJia cena B cBoM cepe0-
puctsiii «Peno», a PeGpoB moexain cienom Ha pedesxkarieit «Huse».

Jlopora moka3zajiach KOPOTKOU. 3aKOHYMIICS JIEC, TOTOM OOJIBIIOE TOJIe, I0CCe Orudao ero u
MPUOIMKAIOCH K HEOOMBIIION POIIUIIE, 32 KOTOPOW BUHENACH YepenryHasi KpbIila KOTTeKa.

Mmuna 3arsaza aBTOMOOWJIb BO JBOP, TOTHSIACH MO CTYMEHSM KpbUIbLIA M MCUE3Na B JIOME.
Hukomnaii CepreeBuy octasicsi cuaeTs B cBoell «Huse». Cityasn Beceble IeCHU O HECYaCTHOM JTI0OBH,
HecyIlMecs U3 IPUEMHUKA, ¥ CMOTPEJT Ha OCBEILIEHHOE COJTHIIEM Mosie. KycTapHuK, 32 KOTOpbIM HauM-
HaJICs Jiec, ObLT IOKPHIT CHErOM, ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MPSIMO U3 CYTpOOOB PacTyT BETKH OeJIbIX KOPAJUIOB,
YbU (PAHTACTMUECKUE KOHTYPbl YETKO BBIIEJISIIUCH HAa (POHE TEMHO-CHUHETO JIeca.

«Ecmm yrmy6utbes B niec, — mogymain PedpoB, — To, HaBepHOe, MOKHO JONTH IO CaMOTO MOETO
aoma». M OH TyT e MBICIIEHHO TIOMpaBmiI camoro ce0si: «Jlo Hamero ¢ Musoit gomax.

OrtToro, 4to OH Temepb He O/IMH, a C TOU, KOTOPYIO He 3a0bIBaJl HUKOT/A, €My CTaJIO CIIOKOHHO
Y XOpOLIO.
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Ha kpbuiblie nosiBuIach Muia, Hecyiasi B pykax JBe JOpPOXHBIX CyMKH. Hukonait cMotpern Ha
Hee, CIIBIIIA, KaK XPYCTHT CHET MOJ ee Horamu. Musia ObICTpbIM IIArOM TPOIILIa BOPOTA, PHOIM3HU-
nack K «HuBe» 1 4T0-TO CKa3asa, HO OH Kak pa3 OTKPbIBAJI IBEPLYY U CTaJl yKJIaJbIBaTh IPUHECEHHbIE
€0 CYMKH Ha 3aJiHee CHIeHbE, TOTOMY CMBICI CKa3aHHO| (ppa3bl He cpa3y JOIIE 10 ero CO3HAHUS.

— Iloexanu ckopee, — MOBTOpUJIA OHA, CaJsACh B MaIlIMHY. — MyX 371eCh, ellie Buepa nprexal,
ceftuac ryinser riue-To ¢ bapbiroi.

Pe6poB npeIrHyI 32 pysib, pazBepHysics. OHM MUHOBAJIM POIIUILY, BHICKOYMIIM Ha mocce. CreBa
MIPOCTHPAIIOCH MCKpsiIieecs Tose, PeOpoB MaIllMHAIBHO MMOBEPHYIT T'OJIOBY, YTOOBI CHOBA B3IJISIHYTh
Ha CUHUM JIEC U CHEKHBIE KOpaJUIbI. . .

YTO-TO yapwiio B CTEKJIO, M HAa HEM 3a3MEWJIMCh MEJIKME TPelMHbL. B 1ieHTpe ux pazdera —
MaJIeHbKOE OTBEpCTHE, B KOTOPOE BJIETEN 3BYK JIAJICKOTO BhICTpesa. M mouTu cpasy mpo3Bydal BTO-
poii. MarmHy MoBeJo BJIEBO, 3aCTY4aJIO T10 Iopore nmpooutoe kojieco. Hora cama Haiuia TopMo3, HO
Oecrose3Ho — aBTOMOOUJIb KPYTaHYJIO, ¥ OH BblIeTeN ¢ Tpacchl. Cyrpo0, KioBeT, yaap. «HuBa» Hakio-
HUBILKCH BJIEBO, yBs3ia B cHery. Hukomait CepreeBud BbUIE3 HapyXky W IMOMOT BhIOpatbcsi Muie,
CITIPOCUB KOPOTKO:

— Hemna?

JllobumMast ToJbKO KHBHYJA. PeOpoB yIBIOHYIICS OT cYacThsl OBITH PSIOM C Hew. bor ¢ Hew,
C MAaIlIMHOWM, MUP BCE PaBHO IMpeKpaceH. Muia 4To-To MpOU3HECIa TPEBOKHO M MOKa3aia PyKOH
BJIaJIb 32 ero cruHy. Yto takoe oHa yBuzena? Tam ke HHUUYero HeT, KpoMe COJHIIA, CHHEro Jieca 1
cBepkartoiero nosns, yausuics Hukomnait CepreeBud. Ho Bce-taku 00epHyicsl.

B ux CTOPOHY MYaJICA, TOATOHAA THEAOIO KOHA, BCATHUK. B PYKax y HEro — BUHTOBKA C OIITU-
YeCKUM IpuIiesioM. BoT oH mprkan npukian K miedy. HaBepHoe, eMy o4eHb XOpOIIO ObUIO BUIHO
KakJI0ro U3 HUX B CaMOi BepXyIiKe OYKBbI «T», Tam, Iie MepeceKaoTcs ABE MATOYKH.

Pe6poB, ObICTpO OOHSB JTIOOMMYIO KEHIIUHY, BMECTEe C HEH MOBAJWICSA B CYyrpod, U TYT ke
MPO3BYyYa emle oauH BeicTpes. [lyns npomwia nqeepb «HuBb» Hag camoi rojoBoi MuJibl. 3aTeM
B3JIeTe (DOHTAHUMK PHIXJIOrO CHEra B METpe OT ee Iuieva.

«Her yx, mycTh BCaJIHUK CTpEJISIET B MeHs1», — nopgymasl Hukonait CepreeBud U MOTHSLICS BO
Bech poct. Ho BhicTpesioB Gosbiie He ObUIO, X0Ts 710 Boprica Bcero HUYEro — MeHbllle CTa I1aro..
Bnpyr Bapeira pe3ko 3aTopMO3uIT, 3aX pUIIes U, TPUIaias Ha 3a/IH1E HOTH, TIOTIBITAJICS Pa3BEPHYThC,
YTOOBI TIOHECTUCH K POJHOMY JICHHUKY. Bopuc ¢ TpyoM criep:kuBai ero, Hajiesich CHOBa HaripaBUTh
ero B CTOPOHY TeX, 10 KOMY CTpeJIsiI.

U Tonbko Torma Hukomaii 3aMeTw1, 4To OT KYCTOB-KOPAJUIOB HECEeTCsl OOJBIIMME TPIKKAMH
cepast TeHb. Bomuuiia crenuiach Haj| 3eMJyIel, CIIOBHO IUIbLIA TIO HENTYOOKOMY CHEXHOMY MOKPOBY,
YBEPEHHO MoArpedasi CUJIbHBIMU Jlaniamu. [lo Jomaam v BCaJHUKA el OCTaBaJloch yxke He OOoblie
JIBAJLIATA METPOB.

Bopuc HakoHen 3acTaBui KOHS1 OCTaHOBUTbCA. OH TOKe yBUIEJ 3Bepsl U Ipuiunopui bapeiry. A
TOT, B y’Kace OT MPUOTMKAIOIIENCsS CMEPTH, TIOBATMIICS Ha OOK, MPUIABKUB HOTY X03siuHa. VI3 cTBONA,
HaIpaBJICHHOI'O BBEPX, BLUICTEII ITYUOK IIAMEHHU, X0 BBICTPEIIA IMTPOTTIOTHIT JIEC. BOJI‘{I/IHa BBITAHY-
Jlach B TIocyieiHeM npbikke. Ho ee noObiva He McmyraHHbIi skepebell — Bapbira ycnes nogHsAThCS H,
OCTaBUB BCaJJHUKA, IOMYAJICS K POIIUIIE, 32 KOTOPOI BUIHENACh AJeioasi Ha COJHIIC YeperuyiHast
KPBIIIa C JABIMKOM HaJ| TpyOOii, IITONOPOM BBUHYMBAIOIIUMCS B CUsIIOIIEe CHee HeOo.
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Yacrtb BTOpas

[TpoxoasT qHU, OOUH 3a APYrUM, cepoil BepeHulei. Kaxaplii MPpUHOCUT TO PaloCTH, TO OrOp-
YEeHUs], TO BCTPEUH, TO PACCTaBaHUsI — YTO-TO, IOTOM TEPSIOIIEECs], pacTBOpPSIOIIeecs B MaMSITU, KaK
HEeHYKHOe U JiiiHee. [[Hu MpoXoasT, He OCTaBIIss clieJa, U TOJIbKO MO3%e MOHUMAaelllb, YTO OXKUIa-
JIOCh OT KM3HU HEUTO APYroe, MPOCKOIb3HYBILIEE MUMO CO3HaHUS U 4yBCTB. Hampsiras Mo3r, neita-
eIlIbCSl BCIOMHUTD, YTO ke 3TO ObUIO, IMYCTh IIIe-TO JAJeKO 32 KpaeM OCs3aeMOro U YyBCTBEHHOTO.
W, MoxkeT ObITh, HIYEro TAaKOTro W He ObUIO HUKOIMA, JIa U He Morjio ObTh? Ho 3aTto mpuxomuT
MHOT/IA e[1Ba YJIOBUMas, Kak OJIECHYBILUI COTHEYHBIN OJIMK, MbIC/b, TEP3AI0IAast Pa3yM: KaKk XOPOIIO
OBUIO B [IETCTBE. ..

Bce pyxnyno B oqun momeHT. Ho ckazatb, uto JIeHa okazasnach He TOTOBa K 3TOMY KPYIIEHHUIO,
HeJb3s1 ObLIO: MYX YK€ BTOPOM MecsIl kil y Matepu. [IpaBaa, oH pery/sipHO HaloMUHaJ o cede —
MOYTH KaK/IBIF Bedep 3BOHMJI, UTOOBI IIOMHTEPECOBAThCS JIeNaMU, KOTOPBIX Y JISHbI He ObLJIO BOBCE.
[Torom Poman cripammBai, uto HoBoro. Ho 1 HOBOro B ee ;kM3HU HUYEro He ciydaioch. Ha atom
pasroBoOp 3aKaHYMBAJICS.

On 6pocun ee HeoxuaaHHO. IIpocTo onHAX /1Bl HE MpUIleN JOMOW. A Ha CleAyloIIUid AeHb
yTPOM, OISATh ke MO TenedoHy, COOOLIMI, YTO Y €ro MaMbl CEpACUHBIN MPUCTYIT U eMY MPHIILIOCH
BCI0O HOYb IIPOBECTH Bo3je ee kpoBatu. Ho mouemy Pyduny JleoHuI0BHY He yBe3nu B OOJIBHMUILY,
ocTanoch HeNmoHATHBIM. [Totom Poman 3a0past cBou Belly M JOKYMEHTBI, TPUYeM CeNal 3T0, Koraa
Jlena 6buta Ha padore. M cHOBa 110 TestepoHy OOBSCHIUI, YTO IOJKEH TOKUTh KaKOe-TO BpeMsl PSZIOM
C HEMOJIONIO¥ OOJILHOM KEHIIIMHOM, KOTOpasi He MOKET cama ceOst OOCITYKUBATh, a ICHET Ha CUJIEITKY
HET, IMOTOMY YTO Y HEro BCE CPElCTBa BJIOXEHBI B Om3Hec. JleHa coracuiach ¢ TAKUM Pa3yMHbBIM
Bpozie Obl J0BOAOM. TONBKO B KOHIIE pa3sroBopa, He yAEpKaBIIMCh, CKa3alsla, YTO JIHEM HaBeCTHIa
CBEKPOBb, U Ta MOKA3JIaCh €l BIIOJIHE OOIPON U KU3HEPAJOCTHOM.

— Mawma He 0OHT )ayioBaThcsl Ha O0JIb, — B3JOXHYJ Poma.

— Eil npu MHe no3BoHMIIa Kakasi-To MOAPYXKKaA, M OHU NMOYTH yac 6onTanu. Koro-to obcyxnanu
U CMESITUCE.

— 3aueM Tbl TOBOPHIIIL HeTpaBIy? — BO3MYTHJICS MyX. — 51 ke OeceoBaJl C BpayaMu | 3HAIO,
KaK e IJIoXo.

JleHe He ocTaBaJIOCh HUYETO MHOIO, KaK BHOBb COIIACUTHCA ¢ JOBOJaMK PomaHa.

3uMa noaxoausa K KoHily. C Kpbllll Kanajl pacTasBUIMIA CHET, OTBAIMBAIUCH COCY/IbKU, a UHO-
I71a C TPOXOTOM PYIIWIIUCH Ha achalibT YaCTH BOIOCTOUHBIX TPYO, U3 KOTOPBIX BbLIETAIN KYCKH JIbIA.
U 10 pagoctu B xxu3Hu He noOaBisio. CKopee Bcero, My yiies HaBceraa, 1 JleHa forajpiBajiach
MoYyemy.

JlBa roga Ha3a PomaH pervt oTKpbITh CBOE OusHec. [IpaBa, TOJIKOM He 3HaJI, KaKOW UMEHHO.
CHavasia OH 3aHSUICSl PEKJIAMOM, HO JIEJIO He TONUIO: KPYIHBIX 3aKa30B He ObUIO, a MEJIKHe ClTyda-
JICh TaK PEIKO, YTO KHUTh MPUXOIMIOCh UCKITIOUMTENILHO Ha TO, 4TO JleHa 3apabarsiBaia B IIKOJIE.
KoneuHo, 311X neHer Obu10 Masio — Poma mpuBBIK K Xopoliiel ku3Hu. Ero oteln, B HeTaBHEM MPOIILIOM
3aMeCTUTeNb TJIaBbl PAOHHOW aJMUHUCTpAIIUY, yMEp TP rofa Ha3al, a MPUBbIUKA HE OTKa3bIBaTh
ceOe B TOM, UTO XOUeTcsl, y ChbiHa ocTajnack. PoMaH, BeposITHO, IOTOMY M MOIyMaJ CTaTh OM3HECMe-
HOM — PacCUMTHIBAN Ha cTapble CBs13U OTia. OJJHAKO MpeKHUE OPYy3bsl U NOIYMHEHHbIE 3aMECTUTEIS
IJ1aBbl PAHOHHOM aIMUHUCTPAINU, KaK BBISICHUJIOCH, IOMOYb HUYEM He MOTJIH.

HakorieHust ObICTPO 3aKOHYMIIUCH, U CTAJIO Obl COBCEM TYTO, HO MO0 OKOHYAHWH OYEPETHOTO
yueOHoro rofa JleHa yruia u3 KOkl M YCTPOUJIaCh O(PUC-MEHEIKEPOM B HEOOJBIITYI0 KOMITAaHHIO,
r7e IJIaTHIIU BABOE OOJIbIIe, YeM YUUTETbHUIIE UICTOPUU 1 001lecTBOBeAeH!U 1. KOHEUHO, U 3THX JeHer
ObLJIO HEIOCTATOYHO, HO Ha €y XBaTasio. PoMaH 1iesisiMu JHSAMU MPONajall rae-To, a IOTOM. .. IOTOM
BAPYT B35U1 M ymien. JIeHa mopa3MBbIIILIsiia U MPHIUIA K BBIBOAY, UTO MYXK cOekajl He OT Hee, a OT
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HEYCTPOSHHOCTH MX CeMeWHON ku3HHU. BeposiTHo, PoMe OBUTO HEJTOBKO OT TOTO, YTO OH HE MOXET
o0ecneuynTh KeHe JOCTOMHOE CYILECTBOBAHME.

Omna npojiokana Tak IyMath, 1axke KOrjJa B IEPBbIid pa3 MoceTua KOOkl OOJLHYI0 CBEKPOBb
M 3acTaja ee BO BceM OJiecke CaJIOHHOTO MakKMsiKa, OoJTalolel mo TejaedoHy O BeSHUSIX MOJIBI, O
MOApPYKKax U UX MyxkuuHax. Pyduna JleoHnI0BHA 1ake U He TbITAJIaCh MPUTBOPSATHCS HEYKHOM,
a Tem Oosee ymupamomei. [Ipu paccraBanum gaama cooOmmuia, 4to Poma 3akimoumin KOHTPaKT Ha
MOCTAaBKY KPYITHOH MapTvu UBETOB U3 ['oyutanaum 17151 peann3alvy X B KaHYH BECEHHETO Mpa3/iHuKa
BoceMoro mapra u cobupaercst mpuanyHo pasdorateTb. KOHTpaKT 3TOT YCTPOWI ChIHY ee OJM3KUit
apyr, Hekuil Tuxon CrenaHoBWY, paOOTaBIIMIA KOTAA-TO B PAOHHON aJMUHUCTPAIU PYKOBOIHTE-
JIeM Kakoro-To otaena. ToT ke Oiarogerens noMor PoMaHy ¢ omy4yeHreM KpeauTa B OaHKe, TTOTOMY
YTO TOJIOBUHY CTOMMOCTH [IBETOB HAJI0 OBLJIO OIJIATHTH CPa3y, a OCTATOK B TEUCHUE TPeX JHEH mocie
MOJTy4Y€HUs TOBapa.

JleHa HEMHOTO YCIOKOWJIach, peluB, YT0 PoMaH BepHETCs Toclie Toro, Kak pasoorareet. Ho
IOHU UM, U MOJIofasl KeHILMHA MPUBBIKAJIa KUTh OfHA. A KOIJa MOHSJIA, YTO KU3Hb €€ XYXKe He
cTaJsia, yIMBIJIACH: HEYKEIU OHA He JTIOOUT MyxXa?

Bynymue cynpyru no3sHakOMWIMCh €1lle B IIKOJIbHBIE TOfbl, KOTAA MOCJe BOCBMOIO KJlacca
Jlena nepelinia B HOBYIO IIIKOJTY, C TYMaHUTAPHBIM YKJIOHOM, KOTOpasi CUMTasIach mpecTrkHou. Cpeau
OTHOKJTACCHUKOB Poma ObUT He caMbIM BUAHBIM IOHOIIEH, HO, MOXATyd, CaMbiM OOIIUTETBHBIM U
JOBOJIBHO OCTPOYMHBIM. YUHUTEJIsI MPOIAIU €My MHOTO€, IOTOMY UTO €ro OTel] padoTa B paiOHHOM
a/IMUHUCTPALIMM, & PYKOBOJCTBO ILIKOJIBI CCOPUTHCSI C MECTHOM BJIACTBIO HE X0Tes0. O4YeHb CKOpO
Poman Havan 3a JleHoit yxaskuBaTh — CUJIEJ HA BCEX YPOKaxX PsiIOM, TOTOM MPUIJIACKIT HA CBOU JIEHb
poxnenus. [Tpurnacui, KeTaTtv, eMHCTBEHHYIO U3 KJlacca, ecid He cuuTath Benio TloxineOkvHa u
Camy Bonpapesa: y nepBoro otel ObUl TIpeyCIeBaloMM OM3HECMEHOM, BJIAJIE/IbLIEM aBTOCAJIOHA, a
OTYMM BTOPOTO OOPOJICS C SKOHOMUYECKUMHU MTPECTYTICHUSIMH.

B 1ot ke Beuep Poma npusHaics Jlene, yTo oHa eMy 04€Hb HPABUTCS, U MOJIOZbIE JIIOAU CTANIN
BCTpEUaThCs: yXaxep MPOBOXKAJ ee JOMOH IMOCIIe IIKOJBI, MPUIJIAIal B KUHO. Takoe oO1eHue mpo-
JOJKAJIOCh TIOYTH TPH rofja. Y4ach B JIECSITOM KJIacce, OHM Havald 1eJI0BaThCs — Y KOro-HUOYIb U3
HUX JIOMa WM B MIAPAJHBIX TIPU paccTaBaHuU. Poma TpeGoBas O0IbIIero U 0ueHb 0OMKaics, Koraa
MOZIpYKKa He coryamianack. Bece mpon3omnuio yxe mocie Toro, Kak 06a MoCTyNnuiId B YHUBEPCUTET:
OH Ha COILIMOJIOTUIO, OHA Ha UCTOpUYecKUid. I mpou301110, KOHEUHO ke, He cilyvaiiHo. JleHa naxe
Aymaia, 4yTo 1o JoOBU. A MOXeT, Tak 1 Obu10. [lociie 3Toro oHM MOKXEHUIIUCh U TPOXKUIIA BMECTe
HECKOJIBKO JIeT, 0C000 He CCOpsICh, 03 YITPEKOB M CKaH/IAJIOB. . .

CocysbKM CTalM CHITIAThCSI C KPBIII BCE yarle, Mpa3gaHuK BockMoro mapra mprOmmKacs.
OpnHax el Poma mo3BoHMI U nocie o0braHOro Borpoca «Kak gena?» mpusHaics, 4To CKOpO y HEro
Oy/ieT OYeHb MHOTO JICHeT .

— Ha nBerax 3apa6otaerns? — monHTepecoBasach JleHa, KOTOpasi M Tak BCe 3HaJIa OT CBEKPOBH.

— Hy na, — cornacuics Pomas. — §1 cTO TBICSY €BpO BIOKIII, @ YUCTasi IPUOBLIH COCTABUT OoJIee
MOMyMWITMOHA. KOHEYHO, CTO ThICSIY MpUAETCs OTAATh, a elle MPOIEHTHl 32 KpeAUuT OaHKy HaJIo
oyner BepHyTh. Ho 3aT0... Kopoue, Bce Oyner Oonee yem xopormo. [Ipeacrasiserib, Bcero Henens
— ¥ TaKast puObLIb!

— Kenatw ynauu, — ckazana Jlena.

Eit nogymanock: PomMan ckopo BepHeTCst OOraThlil M CYaCT/IMBBIH, KU3Hb MepeMeHuTcs... U
BApYT JleHa OTYETIMBO MOHSIIA, YTO He X0UeT 3Toro. To ecTh el ObUIO Bce paBHO, pazdorareeT Myx
uim HeT. [TpocTo OHa yke MOYTH MPUBBIKJIA )KATh OJIHA U BO3BPAIICHUS CyNpyra yxke He kenana. K
TOMY K€ POCKOYMJIA MBICIb, YTO TIOJIMIJUIMOHA €BPO 32 HEZEo 3apadoTaTh HEBO3MOXKHO, TeM Oosiee
Pomany, He ommyanmemycsi paboToCIIOCOOHOCTBIO U JIeIoBOM xBaTkoi. ClienoBaTesibHO, OYeHb
BEPOSITHO, TIOJIYYUTCS TaK, UYTO MYXK He 3apabotaer HU Koneriku. OnHako Poma He oraapiBaercst 00
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9TOM, a TIO3BOHMJI €H1 [Tl TOTO JIMIIIb, YTOOBI TIOXBACTAThCSI CBOEH yaayei: Cyasi Mo BCEMY, ero pac-
MYpaeT Iynasi ¥ Harjasi MeuTa, 4To OH OYeHb CKOPO CTAHET COCTOSTEIbHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

Ha Bocbmoe mapTa momapkoB OHa He TOTy4ryIa HU OT KOTO, €CJIM He CUMTaTh OYKETUK KEJITHIX
TIOJILIIAHOB OT PYKOBOJICTBA (DM PMBI, HEOOJIBINION ICHEKHOU MPEMUH B KOHBEpPTE, BPYUCHHOM JTUPEK-
TOPOM, ¥ MaJICHbKOTO (hJIaKOHYMKA JYXOB OT KOJIJIEr-My:K4UMH. 7KEeHIMH B KOJUIEKTUBE XBaTajo, U
MOYTH BCE OHM MOy YN (hJIaKOHBI TOOOJTBITE, HO Belb y JIeHbI Oblia He camasi BBICOKAS JIOJIKHOCTb.
[Tpa3zgHuk oHa BCTpeTusia ¢ MaMOM, KOTOpasi 3HaJla, YTO 3Th KUBET OTIEJIbHO, a TIOTOMY JIMIIIHUX
BOITPOCOB HE 3aJlaBajia U CTapare/ibHO CKPBIBAJIa, UTO MEPEKUBAET 3a JI0Yb.

N tonpko Beuepom, Jioxkachk cnath, Jlena Bapyr BciomHmia o Pomane u nogymasna: oH, Bepo-
SITHO, HECMOTPSI HU Ha 4TO, pazdoraTes, CTpaHHO TOJILKO, TTOYeMy He 3BOHUT. XOTs Yero TYT YIAWB-
JIATHCSI: MHOTHE B TIOJIOOHOM CJTydae 3a0bIBAlOT HE TOJIbKO OCTaBJIEHHBIX JKeH, HO U JIpy3eH, pouTe-
Jiell ¥ BOOOIIIE TO, YTO UX CBSI3BIBAJIO C MPOIIUION JKU3HBIO, B KOTOPON OHU OBLIA TAKUMU K€, KaK BCE.

Tak mponuia Henens. M1 BOT ogqHaX b, BEpHYBIIUCH ¢ paboThl, JleHa oOHapykuIa Ha KyXHe
Pomana, koTopslil yruieTasl NpUroToBJIEHHBIN €10 HaKaHyHe OBOIIHOW CYMYMK. BhIrisiieno sto Tak,
CJIOBHO HMYETO HE CIIyYMIOCh, KaKk OyATO U He OBUIO €ro IBYXMECSYHOro OTCyTcTBUs. JleHa BepHy-
JIach B TMPUXOXKYIO, CTajla CHUMATh AyOJICHKY UM Callory, pa3MbIIILIsisl, HAJIONTO JIM MyX BepHyscs. U
TyT PomaH He BbITeprien — nproeskaa U3 KyxXHHU C TapeJIKOW B pyKax M Hadasl JeJUThCS HOBOCTSIMH.
TouHee, HENPUATHOCTAMM.

— Kopoue, nonxas 3agHuIa nomyvusiachk, — HEpBHO TOBOPWII OH, — MeHsI KuHyu. OOmMaHymm
HarIo U nouio. f Tak ¥ He nonyuyui Qypsl ¢ uBeTaMu. aj JoasM JI0BEpeHHOCTh Ha PacTaAMOXKKY
Y Ha PeaM3alyio. .. JOBEPHJICS KAaKUM-TO. .. ¥ TeTleph HA MAIIMH C TPY30M, HH 3TUX Jofen. THxoH
CrenanoBuY o0OeIiaj MocoaeucTBOBATh B TIOMCKE, TIOJKTIOUNI CBOM MEHTOBCKHUE CBSI3M, s HAIMCaIl
3asiBJICHUE, HO TOKa BCE HAIM YCHJIMS THIETHHL. A ellle Ha MeHsl Haexan OaHkK, TpeOyeT BO3BpaTa
cpeacts. U romnanackas pupMa Toxke 3BOHUT KaKAbIi JeHb, yrpoxkaeT nonunueit. Hudero, ¢ ron-
JIaH/IIIaMU 51 Kak-HuOyIb pa3oepych. He yObIOT e OHM MeHsI, B CAMOM JeJie. . .

Powma 3agymancs. Ilocmorpen B mycryio tapesky. M B31oxHy1.

— A BoT ¢ 6aHkoM Oena monHasg. OT HUX yXke TMPUXOAU KaKOK-TO MOPIOBOPOT U TpeOOoBal
BEPHYTb JICHBIY U TIPOLICHTHI KaK MOXHO ObicTpee. [TpniyeM oOBsABIII, UTO €My TOXe KOe-4TO C MEeHS
MPUYUTAETCs, 32 OECTIOKOMCTBO, Tak cKa3aTh. Kopoue, TpeOyloT cTo ABaIaTh THICSIY.

— IlevanbHO, — cormacuiace JleHa, Mpoxoast Ha KyXHIO.

— He 1o cnoBo! Kora erie HailiyT MaIlivHbl C IIBETAMU. .. XOTS LIBEThI, IOHATHOE JIEJI0, YKe
nponansl. Ho neHsru MHe Haj10 BO3BpaliaTh B Onkaiiiee Bpems. S k KpeauTt Opast of 3aJ10T Halle
KBapTHPHI. ...

— Kak? — ynuBunace Jlena. — I Benp He fgaBana cornacus!

— Jla 310 U1 HUX He TpodieMa, — MaxHy/l PyKoil Myx. — Harria kBapTupa BCSIKO CTOUT He
MEHBIIIE JBYXCOT MSITUAECATH THICSY €BPO: OHU MPOCTSAT JOJIT, OaHK BO3bMET CBOM JICHBIH, a Ha pa3-
HUILY TIPEIOCTABUT APYTOe KHUIIbE.

— Komy?

— Hawm, — yBepenno 3asasun Poma. [locmorpen B m1a3za ’eHbl 1 HEMHOTO crymeBaiics. — To
ecTh Teoe.

— 41 He xouy oTclofa ye3xKaTh, — oKayaa rojoBou JleHa.

Poma HakoHeIl MOCTaBMII MYCTYIO TapesiKy B MOWKY, OpOCHJI TOCKJIMBBIN B3IJISIT HA CTOSIIYIO
Ha IJIUTE KACTPIOJIO, B3JOXHYJ U TIPOJOJIKUIL:

— Mmi ke Bce paBHO paszBeieMcsl. A 3HAUUT, U TaK MPHUIUIOCH OBl IEMUTD KUJILJIONIA/b, TTPO-
JaBaTh 3Ty KBapTHPY. A eclii Thl IOMHMUIIb, HA Hee JeHbIM AaBAIM MO POOUTENH, TO CTh OTell,
KOrJa eine ObUT KUB.

— Ho Benp u mou toske! [Tpoganu nady paau atoro.
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— JIBe TpeTu cyMMBbl Jajl MO OTell, a OCTAJIbHOE TBOM Iamna ¢ MamMol. Tak 4To, eciy 1no-4ecT-
HOMY, TO Thbl MOEIIb ITPETEHJOBATh TOJIBKO Ha. ..

— Ilorogu! — He gana emy JOroBoputh JleHa. — A MaMa TBOSI HE MOXET TeOe KaK-TO TIOMOYb?

PomaH B3I71siHY/1 Ha Hee eciy He ¢ THEBOM, TO C SIBHBIM OCYXJIEHUEM.

— Tw1 uto! 4 eii BOOOIIE HE TOBOPHJI O TOM, YTO Y MEHsI MPOU3OIILIO, Y Hee Xke cepiatie cnadoe.
Xouelb, YTOOBI 51 OCTAJICS KPYTJILIM CUPOTOM ?

— Ho Tuxon CrenanoBud oberan Te6e IoMoYb.

— O6emai, — cornacuiicsi PomaH, — HO Korja 9To MpOU30MAeT, Hen3BeCcTHO. TOJbKO eciu s He
PaccumMTaloCh C JIONroM B Onuikaiiliiee BpeMsi, TO MeHs yke He Oyaet. M korma mama y3HaeT o Moeit
CMEepTH, He CTaHeT U ee. Thl 3Toro Xxoyeus?

Jlena mo3BoHMIA JTy4Iliel Topyre. MoxkeT ObITh, aXe eTUHCTBEHHOW. XO0Tea MOIeTUThCS.

Ta ciymana HEeKOTOpoe BpeMs, a MOTOM, BUAUMO, €€ JIPYKECKOe TepreHHe JIOMHYJIO.

— Jlenouxka, g B Kypce 10 IOBOY Pa3BOJa, 1 10 IIOBOY TOro, Kak PomMy KMHYIIH, U 110 MOBOAY
MHOT'OT'O JPYTOro, O YeM ThI B CHITY CBOEH. ..

[Nonpyra 3amommuaa, IBHO nogdupast cjoBo nomsirde. Ho ciioBapHblIii 3amac y Hee ObLT He OYeHb
OOJIBIIION, TTOTOMY OHa 0OBSABUIIA €3 HeHYKHOU JTUTUIOMATHH:

— Jleno B ToM, 4TO MBI ¢ POMOYKO# yke ABa C JIMIITHUM Mecslia )KUBEM BMeCTe, a BOOOIIe
TMIOJITOpPA To/1a JTIOOUM JpyT Apyra. — 3aTeM, CIOBHO, OIacasch, YTO €€ MOTYT MepeOuTh WM CKa3aTh
YTO-HUOYIb OOMIHOE, MOAPYTa MPOAOIKIIIA B YCKOPEHHOM TeMrle: — Thl 4To TyMaelb, €ClI MYyXy
OopIyM BapuIllb, TO OH YK€ HaBceraa TBou? MykKHKy HaJIO elle 4yero-HuoOy/ib, KpoMe KyJIMHAPHH. . .
A 1O KOpuMIIL U3 ceOs1 HEBECTh YTO!

— 51 He Kopuy, — pactepsiiach JleHa, — THI ke 3Ha. ..

Ho nonpyra He kenana ciymarh BO3paKeHHH.

— INonymaii nyuie, kak Pome nomous, — npukasana oHa. — [Iponaxa kBapTUphbl — 3TO cerlvac
C,III/IHCTBGHHI)II;'I BBIXO/. K TOMY K€ Tbl BHAKJIaJIC HE OCTAHCIIbCA. Xots 6y,[[b MO BOJIA. ..

W 1yt %e nomum oTOoMHbIE TYAKH.

I'yaku 6bimi ipotuBHBIMUA. W Bce 3Byvanu, Tep3as aymry. Tonbpko depe3 mapy MuHyT JleHa
TMIOHSJIa, YTO CHIMT C TPyOKO# B pyke. Bosbiiie coBeToBaThes el ObUIo He ¢ KeM. He cBeKpoBH ke
3BOHUTH, B caMOM JieJie!

Omna akKypaTHO TIOCTaBUJIa TPYOKY Ha 6a3y W pelnia MogyMarh O CUTyallli, B KOTOPOU BHe-
3amHO OKaszasiack. KoHeYHO, My — OBIBIIMI, KOHEUHO, — OCTynuI nojasio. Ho mocne pasroBopa ¢
TIOZIPYTOH — yXKe ToKe ObIBIIeH, pasymeeTcsi, — JIeHa MoHMMaa, 4YTo He XO4YeT ero BO3BPAIIIEHHSI 1ake
pamu coxpaHeHus KBapTUpsl. Jlyurre 6110 Obl, ecyii Obl y PoMaHa Bee 3aKOHYMIIOCH OJIaroroTyvHO:
1a, a, MyCTh Obl C HUM PacCUUTAIMCh W BEPHYJIH AEHBIM, TOT/IAa HE HY)KHO OyJeT pa3MeHUBATh KBap-
tipy. Ho Hagexaa Ha 3To cnabast. C qpyroii CTOPOHBI, Y HEro Terepb ecTh ee ObIBIIIast IOAPYTa, ¥ BOe-
BaTb JleHe npunercs cpasy ¢ aByms. [Ipudem ecnu Pomy elrie MOKHO Kak-TO MOOEIUTh, TO TIOIpYTa
CBOETO TOYHO HE YIYCTHUT, KOTJIa UJIET peyb O KWJIbe B MPECTHKHOM paiione. Ecnu Obl T2 oxgpyra
B CEMHA/IIIATOM rojly 0OOpOHsIa 3UMHHIA ABOpPELl, TO OOJBIIIEBUKA HUKOTJA HE B3SIM OBl BJIACTb.
7Kanb, kOHEUHO, uTO ee TaM He Obw1o. Ho 3aTo Tenepb oHa psgom ¢ JIeHMHBIM OBIBIIMM MYXEM M
rOTOBa BOEBaTh 10 MOOEIHOro KoHIA. Tak 4To ¢ KBAPTUPOM MPUAETCS pacCTaBaThCsi. XOTsI OCOOBIX
COXaJICHUH TI0 3TOMY NMOBOAY ObITh HE HOKHO: PoMaH ckazai, 4To el JOCTaHeTCsl B3aMeH Jpyrasl.
[ToHATHO, YTO MOMEHBIIIE, 3aTO CBOSI — 0€3 «BEPHO» MOAPYTU U CKYYAIOIIEro Mepej TeJIeBU30pOM
WY TIepe/i KOMITBIOTEPOM MYKQ. ..

Paswmpinuienus npepan tesnedoHHbIN 3BOHOK. B3siB TpyOKy, JleHa ycrnbimana ronoc Pomana.
ToT, BeposATHO, HAXOAWJICS Y TIOAPYTH, M OHU BABOEM BBIKUJIATM HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl, 4TOObI OOMaHy-
Tasi )keHa HEMHOTO TPUIILIa B ce0sl U CMUPUJIACh C HEU30EKHBIM.

— BapuanT ectb, — coobmmmn Poma kak HU B 4eM He ObiBasio. — OueHb Jake XOPOIIHiA BAPHAHT:
s OTHAl0 OaHKy KBAapTUPY IO LieHe, YCTAaHOBJICHHOW HE3aBMCHMOM SKCIIEPTHU30i, OAaHK BO3BpaIaeT
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MHe pa3HuIly B crouMmocTtH. KeraTtu, pasHuiia Herioxas, cnacn6o Kpucrtuike, oHa mocoyeicTBoBaia.
Tak 4TO Ha y/IUIE THl HE OCTAHEIIIbCS. . .

KpuctrHo# 3Bau ObIBIITYIO TOAPYTY, KOTOPasi KaK pa3 M 3aHUMAJIach OLIEHKOW KBApTUP U CTPO-
EHUIA.

— A CBOM IPOIIEHT OHA He 3a0bUIa BEIYECTh? — OMHTEpecoBasiach JleHa.

Ho Poma nponyctus Bonpoc MUMO YITIER.

— Tebe nake He KBapTUPA, & 3arOPOJHBINA JOM TOY4aeTcsi, — C yIOBJIETBOPEHUEM KOHCTATHU-
POBAJI My’K, — COBCEM HETIOJAJIEKY.

— 1 He xouy kuTb 3a ropopiom! — Bo3MyTuiIack JleHa. — MHue Hpasurcs ropon! Y notom, y MeHs
ke paboTa, MHE KaX/Ibli IeHb HaJI0 e31uTh B oduc. Kak Thl cebe 9To mpeicTaBisients?

Poman Hauast OOBSICHATH, YTO 1IEHbl HA OJIHOKOMHATHBIE KBAPTUPHI ceiiuac HEOKMIAHHO B3JIe-
TEJIM, a IOTOMY Ha TOPOJICKOE JKIJIbe HEMHOTO He XBaTaeT, UTo K TOMY ke IpejsiaraeMbii JIene yua-
CTOK 3€MJIM HE TaK JaJIeKO OT KOJIBIIEBOM U OT CTaHIIMU MeTpo. .. ['onoc ero Obu1 TBepIbIM. BeposiTHo,
psiioM ¢ HUM cupena KpuctuHa u nojckaspiBaia, Yto TOBOPUTb.

— Ecnu He XBataeT HEMHOTO, — cka3asia JleHa, — TO, MOXeT, THI Iiepe3aiiMelllb Tie-HUOyIb 3Ty
MaJieHbKyIo cymMMy? M Bo3bMelllb y CBOe MaMbl?

— Kak Th1 MOXeIIb Takoe mpeaiarath?! — BO3MyTUJICS MyX. — Y MOei MaMbl OOJTbHOE Cepaiie,
u Tebe 310 Xopomio u3BecTHo! Thl xouenb, YTOOb OHa... fl OT TeOs TakoH MOATIOCTH He OXuia!
[IpeanounTaenis KUTh B TOPOJIE, 3aHUMAil y CBOEW MaMBl.

CnopuTb 66110 Gecrionie3Ho. MOoXHO ObUIO Obl YIIEPEeThCsl M 0TKA3aThCsl OT 03BYYEHHOTO Bapu-
aHTa, HO... Bapyr ¢ Pomanom uto-HuOyap crnenaer cnyx0a 6e3onacHoctu Ganka? [ToObIoT, uckase-
yar... He naii 6or, KOHEUHO, HO BeJlb TOTJIa BUHOM BCEMY OKaKeTCsl HMEHHO OHa.

Jlena 3akpbuia m1a3a u npejacraBuia, kKak Kpuctuna Be3eT B MHBAIMIHOM KoJisicke Pomana o
BaroHaM MeTpo. Y HEro cJIoMaH HOC, HeT 3y0oB, PoMa napain3oBaH, a Ha ero KOJIeHsIX CTOUT paMOYKa
C KOMITBIOTEPHBIM TEKCTOM: Bbl8uiast HceHa AUmUNa MeHsi Keapmupvl U 300P0Gbsl.

— ¥, Thl MEHS CITBIINNIIG? — JI0JIeTel U3 BooOpaskaemoro Oymyiero rojoc Pomana. — [oiimu,
KBapTUPY U Tak 3a0epyT, Jy4lie OylIeT, ey Thl Cpa3y COITIaCHIIbCs Ha TO, YTO MPEAJIaraioT.

— 3r0 paneko? — B3goxHyna Jlena.

—IIaTHaAUATh KWIOMETPOB OT roposia. MOXKeET, ¥ TOrO MEHbIIe, OT KOJIBIIEBOM JeCATh MUHYT Ha
MartyHe. TaM pecTUKHBIN KOTTEe)KHBIH IIOCEJIOK, B KOTOPOM ITPOKMBAIOT YBaxaemble Jiioau. Kora-
TO 3TO OBUT IATHAECAT YETBEPTHIA KUJIOMETP, HO TeTieph HOBasl pa3MeTKa.

— Ecnm mammHa octaercst MHe, TO s COIJIacHa.

— Cpagy 0bI Tak! 3aBTpa moeaeM Tyaa... A MamIuHy S MPOAAI0 — ThI e 3Haelllb, KaKue y MeHs
npoGnemsl. M3BuHu. Hy Bee, ceifuac Oymy 3BOHHUTH areHTy M JJOrOBapUBaThCsi 00 OCMOTpe.

Pasrosop 3akonumcs. [1po mammHy JleHa BcnoMHWIa Ha BCAKUE CTyvai, XOpOILO 3Hasi, 4TO
Poma ee Bpsij i coracutcs otath: «BekTpoi» Mob30BaJICsSl B OCHOBHOM OH, JIaBasi KeHE CeCThb
3a pyJib TOJBKO B UCKJTIOUMTEINIHBIX Clydasix. OOecTBEHHbBIM TPAHCIIOPTOM JOOUPAThCS 0 ropoaa
OyIeT CII0KHO, HO €CJIU JIOM U B CaMOM JieJie B IIPECTHKHOM TOCENKe, OTTY/a HaBEpHSIKA XOISAT aBTO-
Oychl. .. V1 BooOI11Ie MOKHO BeJJb KYIUTh 32 HEOOJbIIINE JEHbI'M KaKue-HUOYb KoJieca, He OUeHb JO0PO-
I'yI0O U He OYEeHb JPEBHIOI MAIIVHY.

Hepesns HaszbiBanachk EpioBo. ChexaB ¢ KOJBLEBOM, JOOMPATNUCH 1O HEe HEMHOTMM OOJIbIIe
ABaaaT MUHYT. PoMaH, pazymeercs, HA CMOTpUHBI He Toexasl, 3ato KpuctiHa rpucyTcTBoBasa.
[TyxJb1id prienTOp BCIO JOPOTY PACHMCHIBAT KPACOThl MECTHOCTH, OKPYKAIOIIEH TOCENIOK, JIeC, PEUKY,
YHUKQJIBbHYIO (priopy 1 (payHy. BeIBIIas nogpyra Momyana 1 cMoTpesa B okHO. Ho koraa mprObLTn Ha
MECTO, MOBEPHYACh K JIeHe M MOMbITanach YJIbIOHY ThCS:

— Th1 Bpozie oOmkaenbest Ha MeHs 32 YTO-TO?

Ot nono6HoI HarnocTu JleHa pacTepsiiach U MoKavalia roJoBOM.

A ObIBIIas MOAPYTa, YBEpEHHAs B CBOE MPaBOTE, MPONOIIKUTIA:
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— PaHo mim mo3gHO 3TO JOMKHO OBUIO CIyYUThCS. YK Jydine, yTo PoMa ko MHe yIien, a He
K KaKOU-HUOYMb. . .

— Kakue Bamm roppl, — orMaxHynachk JleHa, — Bce BIepeau ele.

Kpuctrna BeITapanmia masa.

— He 3nana, 4o B TeGe CTONbKO 3710cTH. S Tebe mo0pa CTONBKO caesaia 3a I0rue Toabl Halen
APYXOBbI, ¥ BOT MOJTyYalo Terephb O1arolapHOCTh. .. DTOT BAPUAHT, MEKIY IPOYUM, 5 TeOe MofIbICKaIa,
a MorJa Obl. ..

OHna nuia ciegoM M pasroBapuBaia yxe cama ¢ cooo — JleHa He ciymana. 3ato cMoTperna
10 CTOPOHAaM, MOHUMas1, YTO ee OOMaHYJIM WM THITAI0TCS: 0OMaHyTh. BOKpYT Jieka CHer, HUKaKoro
MPECTUKHOTO KOTTE/IKHOTO MOCesKa BUAHO He Obuto. MiMenach ToNbKO AepeBHst EpIioBo ¢ MOKOCHB-
MIUMUCS N30YIIKAMH, XOTSI HA OKPanHe ee HAllIach YJI0UKa U3 BIIOJHE MPHJIMYHBIX CTPOSHH.

— MecTHble yXke pacrpogaii CBOM yYacTKH, — OObsICHsUT puentop. — CKopo Bcio 3Ty Oora-
JENBHIO CHECYT, M MOCEJIOK CTaHeT — 3arisiieHbe. Toraa v eHbl Ha 3eMJTIO 371eCh OyAyT MPOCTO acT-
poHOMUYecKHe. XOTs U ceiuac BbIcOKMe. Tak 4to BaM elie nosesno. S ator Bapuant Kpuctune no
CTapoU MaMsTH TPEJIOKUI. A HaJo ObUIO OBl MPUAEPKATh YIACTOUEK JI0 JIeTa — BABOE OOJIbIIE Obl
BBIPYYHII. ...

Bce, 0 uem roBopui1 myXJiblil 4eI0BeK, BO3MOXKHO, M UMEJIO Obl CMBICIT, HO TOJIBKO IOMUK, TIpe/I-
noxeHHbId Jlene, crosin e B iepeBHe EpiioBo u k OyayiiieMy KOTTEIKHOMY MOCEIIKY He MTpUKacascs
HUKaKUM OOKOM: JIO IEPEBHU METPOB JIBECTH, €CJIU TAIIUTHCS Yepe3 3aCHEKEHHOE T10J1e, a MO JOpore
MOy YaJloCh 3HAUMTENTBHO Oosbliie. Keratu, ¥ 0T 10poru 1o IOMUKA TOXKe Hafo ObUIO HITH.

Jlena ocmoTpena OpeBeHYaTOe CTPOSHUE, OYEHb MOX0XKee Ha OAHIO ¢ HAJICTPOSHHBIM MaHCcapI-
HBIM 3Ta)xkoM. OKOIIKY, TIPaB/a, He TaKKe MaJleHbKKe, Kak B OaHe, HO CBeTa BHYTPb, BEPOSTHO, MTPO-
HUKaeT He OYeHb MHOTO.

— 3a JOMOM HauMHAETCs CIYCK K peuke, — 0ObsICHsT puentop. — Ceiiuac ee He BUIAHO, O[T
CHETOM H JIbJIOM CKPBITa, HO pbl0a B peKe ecTh, ¥ 3TO ILTIOC.

— Ecnu KpoKonuioB HeT, yke HeIuioxo, — MallMHAIBHO coracuiach Jlena.

3a 3aCHEeXEeHHBIM y3KHM PYCJIOM TeMHeJ T'ycTou Jiec. Jlec ObLT THXUM U MaHSIIIKM.

Puentop nonro He Mor oTrepeTh 3aMep3Iuil 3aMOK. Myumicsi, HanpsArasics, BO3sCh C HUM, HO
MPOJOJIKAN PACCKA3bIBAT:

— JIOMMK TOCTPOMJI OIMH U3BECTHBIN OM3HECMEH — XOTeJT PACTIONOKHTH 3/1€Ch CBOIO PE3HICH-
0. HamepeBasicst Bce mosie Bo3Jjie IepeBHU KYIUTb, a 3TO MOYTH AecsATh rekrapos. Ho ycnen nocra-
BUTb TOJIKO OXOTHUYMH JIOMHUK, YTOOBI MPHE3kKaTh CIOIa AWYb MOCTPENATh, a TUYM 3[eCh OYEHb
MHoro. Ho mooxoTuThest He ycren: crope Ha padote BMecTe co cBouM «Mepcenecom». Ero 3nako-
Masi BHICTABIJIA YYAaCTOK HA MPOJAKy U MOMPOCKIAa MEHS 1O CTApO MaMsITH IOMOYb. [loM, MOXET, 1
HE OYeHb OOJIbIIION, HO 3eMJIM MATHAALATH COTOK, TaK YTO €CTh IJe CTABUTh KOTTEK MOOOJIBIIE. . .

3aMOK HaKOHel| MOAAJICS, PUENITOpP C TPYIOM OTBOPWII ABEPb, pacriaxHys ee mnepes JIeHoi,
nporryckasi OyayIIyto X03siKy BHYTpb.

Komnar 6bi10 nBe. IlepBas ciuykumiia KyxHed M CTOJIOBOH, BTopas criaibHei. HecmoTpst Ha
BHEIITHIOI HEKa3UCTOCTh CTPOEHHMsI, MeOesb OKa3aiach BIOJIHE TOOPOTHOM: B KyXHE KPYIJIbIH CTOJ,
T0J1 KOTOPBIH 33/IBUHYTHI CTYJIbsI C PE3HBIMU CITUHKAMHU, B YTJTY TPUMOCTHIICS] HEOOJBIIION XOMOIUITb-
HUK, a B CITAJIbHE MMEJIUCh OrPOMHAsI KPOBaTh C MOJIOCATBIM MaTpacoM, KOMOJ U IJIATSIHOM IIKad.

[TyxJb1id prenTOp XJIOMHYJ IO MaTPacy JaJ0HbI0, U, HUCKOJIBKO HE CMYIIAsCh MOAHSATON C HEro
MIBUTBIO, C YAOBJIETBOPEHUEM OOBSIBUI:

— Oproneauyeckui, ¢ KOKOCOBOHM CTPYKKOH.

— JKuthb 371€Ch HEBO3MOKHO, — IMOKavasa rojoBoi JleHa.

VY ObIBIIIEH TIOAPYTH OKPYIJIAINCH T71a3a.

— BbI TONbKO OcMoOTpuUTE Ha Hee! — Bckpuyana Kprctuna, odparasich K JOIaToMy MOTONKY. —
TyT ecTb Bce, Jaxke XONOAUIbHHK, & OHa BRIKOOEHUBaeTCs!
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— 31ech HeT aneMeHTapHbIX ynoOcTB. [IpocTute, HO Kyaa MHE B TyasleT XOAuTb — B monie? A
JyII MPUHUMATh B peuke? — MOBEpHYJIach K puentopy JleHa.

Omna Haxasa Ha KHOIIKY HACTEHHOTO BBIKJIIOYATEJIs, HO CBETa B KOMHATE He MPUOABUIIOCH.

— K ToMy ke 371eKTpryecTBa HeT.

— Bormpoc ¢ 21eKTpuiecTBOM MOKXHO PEIIUTh OY€Hb OBICTPO, — TOPOILIMBO 3arOBOPUIT IYXJIbIA
puenTop, — 10 OmKaiiero ctonda MoJICOTHU METPOB. BaM 3TO MOUTH HUYEro CTOUTD He OyIieT.

— Bor Beap TH Kakas! — nponomkana Bo3mymiarsest Kpucruna. — beaneiii Poman, ¢ kem emy
MIPULIUIOCH CTOJIBKO JIET MYUYMThCS !

Cnymarb ee CTOHbI ObUIO MPOTHUBHO. JIeHa BHIIIUIA HAa KPBUICYKO M TIOCMOTpENA B CTOPOHY
JEepPEBHU, HA HECKOJIKO aKKYPaTHbIX KOTTEAKEM, 32 KOTOPIMHU €/1Ba MTPOIJISi/IbIBATIM TEMHBIE OT CTa-
POCTH KPBIIIN MOKOCHBIIMXCS ePeBEHCKUX AOMOB. ColHIE BBHIOMJIOCH M3-3a Ty4, U IPOCEBIIUI
BECEHHUI CHeET 3auckpuiics. JleHa 1mardysa ¢ Kpbuiblia U, JIoMast XpyCTALIYI0 KOPKY, HallpaBUJIach K
peuke. Yepes ABaALIATh MIArOB HAUMHAJICS HEOOJBINON crycK. Pycio Obuto mupuHO Bpsia Jin Oonee
JeCSITH METPOB, Ha MPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOM Oepery U3 cHera TOp4ajiy YepHbIe MPYThs 3ACOXIIUX KaMbl-
1iei, 3a HUMHU CTOsUTM COCHBI. JIeHa CHOBa IOCMOTpesia Ha Jiec, IOHUMasi, YTO € HpaBUTCA 3[1eCh
Bce Oosblne 1 Oosbiiie. Mexy COCHaMHM IPBITa MO CHETY Cepblil ¢ PbDKUMU MPOIUICITMHAMHM 3asI.
3Bepek Mnpuce Bo3Jie OJHOM U3 COCeH U ocMoTpen Ha JleHy. [Totom BeTpenieHysics u, CIIOBHO UCITY-
raBIIKCh Yero-To, pBaHyJ B ITyOb Jieca.

[To3zanu pa3pasncs XpycT cHera.

— Kak xopo1o. .. — mpo3Bydas rojioc NOAOLIEAIEr0 pueaTopa. — Eciv npu nognucanuuy 10ro-
BOpa IpofAaBel] 00sI3yeTcsl B TEYEHHUE JIBYX MECSIIEB MOABECTH K JIOMY JIEKTPUIECTBO U 000PYIOBAThH
yoOCTBa, BBl COTIACUTECH HA CIEJKY?

— Cornanrych, — kuBHy:1a JleHa. — Toibko MHe elle MalluHa HyXKHa, YTOOBI BHIOMPAThCsI OTCIO/A
B IOpO/.

— Hy, 3T0 BbI ¢ OBIBIIMM MYKEM pelaiTe, — cKa3asl IMyXJIblii My)X4rHa. — Moe 1e/1o — He/IBU-
KHUMOCTb.

Bcio obparnyio nopory Kprictrna Bo3MyIanach kaJHOCTbIO TOApYyry. PearnpoBars Ha ee rpu-
YUTAHUSI U OCKOPOJICHUsI HE XOTEeNIOCh, a TOToMY JleHa crapaTesibHO pasriisiablBajia BU/IBI 32 OKHOM.
Vike Bpexaiu B Topofl, Koraa B cyMouke KpuCTuHBI 3aTpeHbKaia MeIoausi MOOMJIBHOTO TesiepoHa:
BeposATHO, POMaH, yCTaBIIMi OT OKUIaHUS, HE BbIACPKAL.

— Twl mocmy1ai, 4ero Xo4eT 3Ta TBaph, — HE CTECHSISICH TPUCYTCTBUSI ObIBIIIEH MMOAPYTH, 320paia
B TpyOKy Kpucrtuna, — ynoOcTBa eii, BuauTe Jiv, ojaBai, Aa erie oos3arebHo MaimuHy. Kak 1 Mor
C TaKou cBsI3aThCA?..

Jlena He BbIIEpKaia M MOMPOCHIA OCTAHOBUThLCS. Y moruienasa K CTaHIMKA METPO TMEHIKOM,
O1aro, 4To JI0 Hee OKa3aJ0Ch COBCEM HEJIAJIEKO.

JloroBop noanucany yepe3 aeHb. PomaH sSIBUIICS B pUENTOPCKOE areHTCTBO Mof pyuKy ¢ Kpu-
CTUHOM U Jienan Buj, Oyaro ¢ JleHo# ensa 3HakoM. OOCyk1aTh HEOOXOIUMOCTb TPHUOOPETECHUS IS
OBIBIIICH JKeHBI aBTOMOOWIISI He CTal, a JIeHe BAPYT CTajio MPOTHBHO Pa3roBapuBaTh C STOM MApOUKON
BOOOIIIE 0 YeM-JTN00. DIEKTPUIECTBO U YIOOCTBA il 0OeIai K cepeinHe Masi, Ha OoJiblliee OHa U
HE PacCUMTHIBAA.

Ha camom fiene mocTtositHHO mpoXHMBaTh 3a roponoM JleHa He npeanonaraia. B cBoe Bpems
POIUTENN TPOJANIM J1ady, YTOOBI 100aBUTh MOJIOAON CeMbe Ha KBApPTHPY, U IOTOMY JOMHK BO3JE
Jeca Kak Obl BO3BpAT TOTO, YTO OHA TIPUHECIIA MYXKY B KauecTBe npuaaHoro. Eil mpunercst BepHyThCs
B POAUTENBCKYIO KBAPTUPKY, 3HAKOMYIO C IETCTBA, C TAKUMH POJHBIMHU BUIAMH M3 OKOH U 3aIlaxamH.
Hy na, nBe MajieHpKMX KOMHATKM M KyXOHbKa 0e3 OKHa, OJJHAKO MX OOUTATENISIM HHUKOTr/a He ObUIO
TECHO. A Temnepb, KOrja He CTajlo OTIa, JIeHe ¢ MamMoil BIOJIHE XBATUT MECTa, YTOObl HE HAaJ0eaTh
apyr apyxke. CTpaIiHo TOIBKO ObLIO MO3BOHUTH €1 U COOOIIUTD, YTO 10U COOMPAETCS PA3BOAUTHCS
C MyXEM.
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Ho, kxak HU cTpaHHO, MaMa TIepeHecia M3BECTHE CIIOKOMHO, Oe3 OXOB 1 aXOB. A KOIJa y3Haa,
YTO MpU pa3ielie UMyIecTBa JIeHe JocTayicsd TOMUK, YIUBUAJIACh TaXke:

— OxkazbiBaetcsi, TBOM Poma nopsiiouHbIil 4eaoBekK.

U Tomeko motom, koraa JleHa nmepeGpanach yxe OKOHYATETBHO U PA3JIOKIIA IO MTOJIKAM IIKa-
(o cBOM Belly, MOMHTEPECOBAJIACH TPUUMHOM, U3-3a KOTOPOM pacrnasiach MOJIOasi CEMbSI.

— A TBI camMa Kak Jiymaelib? — OCTOPOkKHO nepecnpocuiia JleHa.

— BrbI oueHb pasHble, — oTBeTHIIa MaMa. — Elie B 1mikosie ObUIO SICHO, UTO BHI He mapa. Tel —
KpacaBHLia, & OH — HUKAKOIL.

B mxone Huyero He ObUIO sicHO. JIeHe maxe Kasajioch, YTO OHA BioOiaeHa. Pomad ObLI 1E-
pbIM Ha MpurjameHus B kade, 1apui (ppaHIly3cKue TyXu U KOCMETHKY. Kak moTom BBISICHWIIOCH, Y
Oymymiell CBeKpoBH ObLIO MHOTO HEpacrevyaTaHHbIX KOPOOOUEK, MPErofHECEHHBIX TOTYMHEHHBIMU
ee myxa. imenno marb 1aBana Pome 3t nogapouku co cioBamu «Ilopaayii geByiiky!», BEpOsTHO,
yBepeHHasi B TOM, YTO UMEHHO JIyXy ¥ KOCMETHKA JIeJIaloT KeHIIMHY CYaCTIIMBBIMH, a YK JIeHy Tem
6onee. U Bce e CBEKPOBb HETIOXO OTHOCUJIACh K HEBECTKE, XOTSI C €€ POOUTENISIMU CTapajlach He
00ImaThCs 1axe 1Mo HeoOXoAMMOCTH. TOYHO TaK ke OHa He JoOMpaiack KyJa-1uoo B pelicOBOM aBTO-
Oyce, MpearounTast Ciy)keOHbIi aBTOMOOUJIb MYy’Ka C BBIIIKOJIEHHBIM BOIUTENIEM WM Ha KpalHWNA
ciyyai Takeu. Ortert JIensl padoTan kak pa3 modepom Ha aBrodyce. OH U ymep 3a pyJeM, ycrieB
BCE JK€ MPUMApPKOBATh OTPOMHBIN CTapbiii «MKapyc» BO3JIE MOJIBIXAIOIIETO KENTHIMUA OyBaHUNKAMMU
BECEHHETO ra3oHa.

B mikosne ee cuntanu kpacuBoi, nHaye Poma 1 He oOpartii Obl HA Hee HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHMSI.
B ynuBepcutere 3a JIeHOW yXJIeCTHIBAIM COKYPCHUKH, HO K TOMY BpPEMEHH y Hee yxe Obul Poma.
[ToToMm ¢ 3a04HOTrO Ha THEBHOE OT/eeHue nepesenack Kpucruna JIbiceHKo, ¥ TpouIia XOTb U yUHIIach
B pa3HbIX IPYIIax, Kak-To HEOXKUAAHHO NoApyKuiack. COOCTBEHHO, HUYEro 0co00 HEOKUIAHHOTO B
9TOM He ObUT0. KpucTnHa cama crania HabuBaThes JleHe B ogpyru v ObIBath y Hee ¢ Pomoii joma. K
TOMY BpEMEHH JIeBYIIKA YK€ CXOIU/Ia 3aMYK, pa3Besiach 1 JIOOWIa MMOBTOPSITh, YTO B TaKylo Kabary
BTOPOM pa3 He MOUJET Jaxe Mmoj yrpo3oi paccrpena. Ho el HUKTO 1 He mpeiaran mogooHoro. da u
Poma Bpsig mu mor npeasioxutsb. Tak, Mo KpaiiHelt Mepe, Kazajioch Toraa Jlene. Bpouem, nymars o
TOM, KaK Terlepb XHUBYT OBIBIINI MYK C ObIBIIEH MOAPYTOM, HE XOTEJIOCh BOBCE.

[Mapy pa3 3BoHMIIa ObIBIIAsE CBEKpOBb. [lepBbiii pa3 Pyduna JleoHnI0BHA MOWHTEPECOBAIACH,
ectb i1 y Jlens! kTo-HUOYb. TyT e nodaBuia, uto Pome He ciemyeT ObITh OM3HECMEHOM — ChIH U3
TrocJieJHe N 3aBapyIIKH eJie HOTU yHec, U eciiil Obl He TuxoH CtenaHoBrY, TO HEM3BECTHO, YeM OBl BCe
3aKOHYMJIOCH. JIeHa BOIIPOCOB He 3aaBajia: MpOCTO Moxkesasna ObIBIIei CBEKPOBH He O0JIeTh OOJbIIIe.

— Jla s v He GoJieto Bpojie, — He MOHsIa MaMa POMBI.

Bo Bropoii pa3 Pyduna JleonnnoBHa no3soHumia yepe3 Heaeso. JKeHipHa 1oaro MoinJania, a
MOTOM CIPOCHJIA OCTOPOXKHO:

— A Kyga 310 5 nonasia?

[ocne Toro, kak JleHa oTBeTHIIA, €llle MOMOTYaIa HEMHOTO M TIOMHTEPECOBAIACh BKPAIUHBO:

— Thl emte HUKOTO He 3aBesa?

— Her.

— Tsl MHE TpaBy TOBOpUINL? — HEe TIOBeprJIa ObIBIIask CBEKpoBb. — Hy, eciu 3axoyels, T0 y
Tuxona CTernaHOBUYA €CTh COJTMIHBIN 3HAKOMBIN — BJIOBEI], B OaHKe Ha COJIMTHOM JOJI’KHOCTH, COPOK
IIECTh JIET, HO BECh TIOATSIHYTBI, TOTOMY UYTO OBIBIIIIA BOCHHBIM.

— MHe He Hy)XHBI BOGHHbBIE C MOATS)KKaMU, — oTpe3asa JleHa.

— ThI He cnienm, MoAyMai XOpOILIeHbKO, & TO BAPYT. ..

— 4 3ansTa, — coBpasa JleHa u 6pocuiia TpyoKy.

Bonblite crapasi cBogHS ee He TpeBoxuia. [la 1 Mama Borpocamu 0co00 He OeCroKOmIa.
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Becha Obl1a B caMoM pasrape, OT CHera He OCTaJIoCh M CJie/la, KOTria Mama BIPYT BCTIOMHHIIA
0 IOMUKE B JiepeBHe EpiioBo.

— JlaBaif Kak-HUOYOb CHE3AUM Ty/a, TIOMISIIAM, YTO Tebe OCTAIOCh Ha MaMATh O CeMEUHOM
KHU3HM, — TIpeyiokuaa oHa. [Tomomyana HeMHOro u nodaBuia: — BOT TONBKO He OUeHb XOueTcs B
QJICKTPUYKE TPACTUCD. 3HaCH_H), Y MCHA HOBaA 3HaKOMas MosABUJIACh, B IIOJIMKJIMHHUKE pa3roOBOPUIINCDH.
Tak BOT, 9Ta KEHIMHA MMPOJIAET Tapak BMeCTe C MAITMHOM. ['apaxk HaM He HyKeH, pa3ymeercs, HO
MarmHka npuroautcs. [loiinem nocmorpum, a?

Crioputs JleHa He crana. XOTs OyMaa: 9ero CMOTPeTh, €CJIU JIeHeT Ha IPUoOpeTeHne aBTo-
MoOuJIs Bce paBHO HeT? Ho, Kak okazanock, MamMa 000 BCEM JIOTOBOPUIIACH 3apaHee.

HoBas 3nakomass Mambl ObUla He CTapoy elle XEHIMWHOW, MpaBaa, ¢ HECKOJIBKO TOMSTHIM
mvrioM. OHa yike jKIajia Bo3Jie rapaxka BMeCTe C TAKMM ke TIOMSITOrO BUa MyKYMHOU. [IBepH rapaxa
ObLIM pacriaxHyThl, @ BHYTPH CTOsIa «BekTpa», ouTH Takas e, uto Obuia y Pomana. JleHa mocmMot-
peJia Ha MallvHY U TIOHsJIa, YTO TaKOW aBTOMOOWIIb €l TOYHO He TI0 KapMaHy.

— AKKYMYJIATOD 5 MOA3APSIIAIL, — Havall pacCKa3blBaTh My)XKYHMHA, — a ecliu Oyaere Oparh, TO
¥ MacJio TIOMEHSIIO.

— CkomnbKo BBI pocuTe? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACh MaMa.

- ,HGC}IT]) ThICAY, — OTBETNWJIA JKCHIIIMHA.

— Bcero-to?

— JloyapoB, — YTOUHUJI MYKYMHA.

— Ckomnbko 310 B pyoisx? — 601po mpoaoikaia paccipanivBaTh Mama.

— A ecim 6e3 rapaxa? — nod6aBuia cBoii Boripoc JleHa.

MY)K‘H/IHEI IMOCMOTpEJI Ha CITYTHUILLY, U Ta KUBHYJIA, HC pa3gyMbIBad.

— [TomoBuny.

Mama nosicumrtasa, mocMorpea Ha JleHy, motom Ha «BekTpy», B3IJIsiHY/Ia Ha MPOJIETAOIINE
o HeOy o0Jauka, MocJie Yero Mpou3Hecsa TBEpIo:

— 3a yeThipe ¢ MOJIOBUHOM THICSYH JIOJUIAPOB MBI BO3bMEM aBTOMOOWIIb IMPSIMO CETOMHs. A BOT
3aBTpa yKE BpsA JIH. . .

JleHa crosiyia mopakeHHasl: Jake He TeM, YTO Y MaMbl HAIIJIMCh TaKKe JeHbIH, a TeM, KaK OHa
ToproBajiach. Ha MraHoBeHue, mpap/a, ei oka3ajioch, YTO XO35MKa celyac OTKaKeTCs, CKakeT, 4To
II€Ha MAalllMHbI U TaK 3aHWKCHA. Ho JKCHIIUHA, OIIATD XK€ IMOYTHU HE pa3ayMbIBad, KUBHYJIA.

— Xoporo.

BueTrBepom HeMHOro NokaTaiuch Ha «Bektpe». JIeHa cujiena 3a pysieM M yIpasJisijia aBTOMO-
OusIeM OCTaTOYHO JIETKO, TIOTOMY UTO BCE € ObLIO 3HAKOMO U IMPUBBIYHO. 3aCKOYMIIN B OAHK, TOTOM
JOMOM 3a HeJOCTAIOIIMMU JieHbraMu. Korjia Mama nojiHsuiach B KBapTUPY, KEHIIMHA B3IOXHYJIA:

— 9710 BOOOIIE-TO ChIHA MAIIIMHA, HO OH cefiyac cuauT. Ha mporuioii Hejiese mo3BOHUI, TIOMPO-
CHJI CPOYHO TPOAATh — €My JIEHBI'M MOTPeOOBaINCh. Terneph Kakablid eHb MHTEpECyeTcsl — Kormua
MPULLTIO.

— A 3a yTO nonas Ha 30Hy?

— Ilo nmypocTtH, — OOBSICHUT MyKUMHA. — XOTSI, €CJIM Pa300paThesa, Y HAC TOJIBKO JYPaKOB U
CaXaloT, YMHBIX U30MPAIOT B IeMyTaThl. [IleHbI eMy HyXKHBbI, YTOOBI CBOE TOCPOYHOE OCBOOOKICHHE
OIUIATUTG. ..

Cneinky ohopMUJIH 32 Mapy YacoB U, He 3ae3xas IOMOH, oTripaBuwiuch B EpiioBo. Korna Muxo-
BaJIM JIepeBHI0, JIeHa yBHeIa CBOM JIOMUK U TMOKa3ajia Ha Hero mMame. Terepb psiioM ¢ y4acTKOM
CTOSUT JIEKTPUUECKUH CTOJIO, K KOTOPOMY BeJia HaKaTaHHas Kojiest. [ pyHT ObUT MATKUIA, Kojleca Impo-
BAJIMBAJIMCh B HETO, HO MOABEXaTh BCe-TaKM yaaiock. Ha ceil pa3 qBepb OTKpbUIACH JIETKO.

— 4 nymana, OymeT Xyxe, — IpU3HaIach Mama, TOCje TOro Kak BHUMATEIbHO OIIsiiesia Bce
BHYTPH.
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[ToroM OHM nOzIOIIUIM K pEKE M CMOTPEJIH Ha JIEC, OYHYBILHUICS M0C/IE 3UMHEN CIISTUKUA. Mexay
JepeBbsIMU KOe-TJIe ellle ObLITM MPOTaIMHBI CEPOro CHera, HO TIOUTH BCE OTKPHITOE COJHILY ITPOCTPaH-
CTBO CBETHJIOCH OEJIBIM OT PAaCIyCTHUBIIMXCS MOICHEKHUKOB. Koraa Bo3Bpaianich K KpbUiblly, JleHa
yBUJEJIA, KaK C IOPOr'M Ha KOJIEl0, BEAYIYI0 K IOMUKY, CBEPHYI YepHbIi «[ eneniBaren» ¢ Harmyxo
3aTOHUPOBAaHHBIMU OKHaMU. CBEpHYII, OCTAHOBUJICS, a ITOTOM, JIUXO Pa3BEPHYBILUCH, CHOBA BBICKO-
YT HAa JOPOTY U MOHECCS] B CTOPOHY, IPOTUBOIOJNIOKHYIO JepeBHe Epiioso.

[Tpuesn HOBBIX AOMOBIAETBLEB HE OCTAJICS HE3aMEUEHHBIM JJIs1 MECTHBIX xuteneil. Korna
yXXe HalpaBUJIKCh B TOPOI, YBUAEIN Ha 000UMHE MYKUMHY B KaMyIIskHOM KypTKe, JleHa He cOpo-
CHUJIa CKOPOCTb, HE TOps KeJlaHueM OpaTh MOMYTUYMKa, HO MYKUMHA OTYAssHHO 3aMaxall pyKoH, U
MOTOMY ITPULUIOCH OCTAHOBUTBCS.

— Bl Hama HoBast cocesika? — CIIpOCHJT HE3HAKOMELL, 3aIVIsIHYB Yepe3 OKHO B CajloH. — [JIsKy,
NEKTPUUECTBO K AOMY MozaBenu. [ToCTOsSHHO 311eCh KUTh COOMpaeTech?

— He 3naro, — otBeTnna JleHa, — ckopee BCero, TONbKO JIETOM.

— W HaripacHo. ¥V Hac oueHb XOpOILuii BO3/1yX, HE TO 4TO B ropoze. [lo cTa jieT J0KUTh MOKHO. —
MykurHa nocMoTpest Ha Mamy JIeHsbl U cripociit: — Bam, kK ipumepy, CKOJIBKO JIeT?

— C npo1ioro roja Ha MEHCUM.

— 3HaYMT, eIIe CTOJIBKO e OCTAJIOCh, €C/U TYT OyJeTe )KUTh. A B rOpojie rofia iBa BCEro Mmpo-
TSHETE B JIyUllleM clly4yae, ¥ TO Bpsif JI. . .

— 3710 nouemMy? — BO3MyTUJIaCh Mama.

Ho myxunna He ciaymai ee.

— MHe nouru naTteaecar. Y MeHsl, MOXHO cKa3aTb, CI0a Ha HOCWJIKaX MPUHECIH, MPSMO U3
rocruTajsl. JJyman, cKkopo TyT 1 3apoloT. A TOCMOTpPUTE TeNepb, CKOJILKO MHE Ha BUJI MOXKHO JaTh?

— CemHaauarh, — nomnelTajiach NOMIYTUTH JIeHa.

— Hy, 310-TO HeT... XOTs y Ka)JI0ro Ha Ceil cueT MoXeT ObITh CBOe cOOCTBeHHOEe MHeHue. Ho
YyBCTBYIO 51 ce0sl TpUALATUICTHUM. MUKPOKIMMAT 31eCh OCOOCHHBIN, KaK 51 yXe AOKIaabiBal U
MeCTHOe OOIIECTBO OIATH K€ OYE€Hb MPUINIHOE.

OH nokazaj pyKol Ha KOTTEKU.

— Ilo mpaBoii cTOpoHE OT JOPOTH MEPBHIA JOM U BTOPOl — B 000X XKUBYT TeHepasbl. [lanee
— YJIeH-KOPPECHOHJECHT AKaJeMUH OOIIECTBEHHBIX HAYK, CJIeBa MIEPBbIN JOM — MbI C KEHOH, TOTOM
Anb0epT, OH ke AJIMK — XOPOIIUA YeI0BeK, HO OAOHUK, TIOTOM. . .

— A CKOJIBKO BCETO Y€JIOBEK B A€peBHE? — CIpOCHa Mama.

— B nepeBHe-T0? — mepecnipocul MECTHBIH KUTEJTb. — A HUCKOJIBKO. Ellle 0CeHbIo 0cTaBanock ¢
TMOJJIECSTKA CTapyX, HO MX MEpecesInIv Noaajblie oTcioaa. Hekotopele, mpasa, elte 0 nepeceneHus
yMepJiv OJHa 3a IPYTOi.

— Mo cra siet noxwim? — OCTOPOXHO MOMHTEPecoBaiach JleHa.

— Cornacen, — KUBHYJI abopureH, — He BceM Tak aptut. Ho eno He B 3Tom. [1aBHOE, KOHEYHO,
YTO JIOMa JEPEBEHCKUE CHECYT, a HA UX MEeCTe NOCTaBAT LIMKApHbII 1OCeNIoK. Bbl B Kypce, CKOJIBKO
3[IeCh ceryac 3eMJisl CTOUT?

Jlena kuBHyIa.

— A 1Ba roma Hazaj, KOrja s CBOM y4yacTOK KyIWJI, JIaXe MPeACTaBUTh ceOe He MOT, Kakoe
BBITO/IHOE BJIOXKEHHUE KaluTaia caenat. Bel, K mpumepy, 3a CKOJIBKO CBOIO XHOapy B35 ?

— KBaptupy B ropose otaana, — npusHaiack Jlena. I nodasmia: — TpeXKOMHATHYIO.

— Jla 1agHO, — HE TOBEPUJI MECTHBIN kuTesb. [IoTOM mocMoTpest Ha nosie, Ha HeJlaleKui JieC U
MOKavaJl TOJIOBOW. — A BCE PaBHO, 3/IeCh pail 3MHOM, TaK YTO B JIIOOOM CJTydae He MPOraiaim.

KoneuHo, Jlena He cobupasiach XUTh 32 TOPOJOM ITOCTOSTHHO, 1aXe eI Obl JOM OBbLT UHBIM —
HE TaKUM 3aMYyXPBIIIKOW, a KAKUM-HUOYb BpOJIe TeX, B KOTOPBIX MPOKUBAIOT HOBBIE COCE/IN: TeHe-
pabl, aKaieMHK, 0a0HUK AJIMK M 3TOT CJIOBOOXOTIMBHINA Bomozsi, HaXBaIMBaBIIUIA 3/IeTITHIE MeCTa
u kimmar. U B ciydae, ecm Obl B ee IoMe UMENHCh Bee yI0O0CTBa, LIHTPAIbHOE OTOILIEHHE W BOAO-
npoBoj, JIeHa He cMoria Obl KakK/Iblid IeHb €3/IMTh OTCIo/Ia Ha paboTy U BO3Bpamarkcst oopatao. Ot
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KPbUIbIIA 10 O(prca TOYTH MOJNTOPA Yaca B OJUH KOHEIl, ¥ TepsITh CTOJILKO BPEMEHHU, KOHEYHO, He
ObUIO cMBbICTa. Tak 4TO ee MPHOOPETeHNe — BapUaHT JISTHETO OTIbIXa Ha BBHIXOAHBIC MHU. OTITyCK
JTydllie TIPOBOIUTHL Y MOPsI, @ OCTAaTOK €ro — Ha Oepery 3Toi pedymku. MoKXHO XOOUTh 3a rpudaMu
U SITOJ]aMU, BAPUTh BAPEHbE U KOMIIOTHI.

Jlena gymana Tak u Gosilach CBOMX MBICJIEH, TIOTOMY YTO B 9TOM OyayllieM oHa ObLia OIHa.
[TycTb B OKpyXeHUM OAaHOK C BAPSHBSIMUA M MAPUHOBAHHBIMU I'PHOaMU, HO B TYCKJIOM OIMHOUYECTBE.
Bot uro 6bi10 crpamHo. K ToMy ke ee JoKHOCTh ouc-MeHemkepa He MpudaBiisiia ONTUMHU3MA:
COBCEM He TO, O YeM OHa MeuTaJa.

B xoH1Ie koHIIOB, JleHa permia HalTh cede ipyroe Mecto padoTsl. JIeTo, KOHEUHO, He Bpems
ISl TPYAOYCTPOWCTBA, & BOT C PUOIMKEHUEM OCEHH CTOUT 3aHSThCS TIOUCKaMU. PaccuuThiBaTh Ha
KapbepHBII POCT BHYTPHU MPEANPUSTHS, TIIe TPYIUIIACch ceiiuac, OHa He MOIJIa, TaK Kak (pupma 3aHu-
MaJiach pa3padOTKON KOMITBIOTEPHBIX MPOrpaMM, U HaJI0 ObLIO OBITH CIICIIUATIMCTOM B JAHHOW 00J1a-
CTH, YTOOBI HA YTO-TO PACCUMTHIBaTh. K TOMY ke mepcoHan (hMpMbl MOCTENIEHHO COKPAITIAJICS — JIIOIH
YXOIWIIH, YTO OBbUIO JIMITHAM TIONTBEPK/ICHUEM COOCTBEHHBIX HAMEPEHMI: pa3 Hapom OekKHUT, U er
3a/IepKUBaThCs He cToMT. KeTaTy, M 3aKka30B CTAHOBUJIOCHh BCE MEHbIIE U MeHbIle. Eciu 310 1 BoJ-
HOBAJIO TeHEePAJIbHOTO JUPEKTOPa, TO He 0COOSHHO. [ eHepalibHbIiA SBJISUICS eTMHOIMYHBIM BJIaICITh-
1ieM (pupMBl, a y Hero, Mo ciyxaMm, ObUIM U APYTUe TIPEANpUSTHS.

Pabouwnii nenp 3akanumBascs. Ocuc ObUT MOYTH MYCT — TETUIbIE IHU KOHIIA Masi He BbI3bIBAIN Y
COTPYJHUKOB XeJIaHUs yIapHO TPyAUThCs. JIeHa cuiena 3a CeKpeTapcKoi CTOMKOW M YMTala KHUTY.
Tak yBJeKJIach, 4TO, KOT/a yCJblaaa HaJy cOOOM royioc, B3IpOrHyJa.

— Yro yuTaeis? — COpOCHII TeHEPATTbHBIA JUPEKTOP.

Jlena nokazana oOJIOKKY ¥ NiepeBesia Ha3BaHMe:

— «OpnuHOUeCTBO OeryHa Ha JUTMHHbIE TUCTAHIAN.

— 0-0, — yOuBWICS TeHEePAIbHBINA, — MO-aHTJIMKACKY, CTAJIO OBITh, MTOHUMaelb. YTo X Torma
3[1€Ch TOPYMILB?

— Tak paGounii ieHb TOJIBKO Yepe3 Yac 3aKOHUMTCS, — HATIOMHWJIA HAYaJIbHUKY JleHa.

— 41 BooOI11e TOBOpPIO. Beh Moryia Obl Moty diiie KOHTOPY HAWTH.

Jlena noxasia ruie4yamu.

[enepanbHBIl HampaBUJICS K CBOEMY KaOMHETY, OCTAHOBWJICS B ABEPSIX, MPUCTyIIAICS K
THIIMHE U COOOIIMIT KaK Obl MEXIy MPOYHM:

— Ceronns elie 4eTBepo 3as1BJIeHUS 00 yX0jie MPUTAIIVITH.

Jlena kuBHYyJa: OHA 3HAJIA 00 STOM.

HavanbHuK pacnaxHys IBeph CBOETO KaOMHETa, MOCMOTPESI Ha Hee U MaxHYJ PyKOH.

— 3axonu, o pIoMaIlKe KOHbSTYKA HAKaTUM.

— 41 He nblo, — ipu3Haach JleHa. — K Tomy ke 4 3a pysieM ceroissi.

— Bce paBHO 3axo1u, MPOCTO TaK MOTOBOPHM.

ByThLIKa yXe cTosijia Ha CTOJIe HaYaIbHUKA — KaK BUIHO, MYXXKUYHMHA yKe IPUKJIabIBAJICS K Hel
B TeueHue IHsA. Ho ceifuac, ormycCTUBIIMCH B KPECJIO, OH OTOJBHHYJ KOHBSIK B CTOPOHY U MOMHTEpe-
COBAJICA:

— IIpo uTO XOTh KHUTa?

— Ioapocrok orpadun nekapHio. Ero otnpaBuiy B 3aKphITYIO IIKOMY JJIsI MaJOJIETHHUX Tpe-
CTYITHMKOB, — CTajla paccKa3biBaTh JIeHa, — a JUPEKTOp ITOro 3aBe/IeHUs CUMTAET: CIIOPT — eIUH-
CTBEHHOE, YTO MOXET IMOMOYb OCTYITUBILIEMYCS YeJIOBEKY BCTaTh Ha MPaBeIHbIN MyTh. Ellle oH noHu-
MaeT, YTO y MapHs TAJIAHT cTafiepa, M YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh MOAPOCTKA TPEHUPOBATHCS, OOEIIAeT eMy
JAOCPOYHOE OCBOOOXKIEHHE, €CITU TOT MOOSUT Ha COPEBHOBAHUSIX IO Oery. ..

— W npo 310 KHUra? — He NOBEPUJI TEHEPAJIbHBIN.

— He npaBurcs cioxer? — yausunach Jlena.

Myx4rHa XMBIKHYIL.
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— Kak pa3 oueHb KU3HEHHBIN: CJIOBHO C MEHSI IMCAHHbINA. S Be/lb TOXE MO MAJIOJNETKE B CIie-
UHTEepHAT 3arpemelt. U y Hac ObUT Takoit ke aupekTop. Toabko oH KoMaH1y OOKCEpOB CO3Jall U caM
*ke ee TpeHupoBa. Toxe obemman J0CpouHOe, ECIM KTO-TO 30HATbHbIE COPEBHOBAaHMS BHIMTpaeT. Ha
TPEHUPOBKAX BCTaBaJl C KEM-HUOY/Ib B Mapy ¥ padoTa Mo MoiHor. BceM Ham 310pOBO 10CTaBaJIOCh.
Ho nayunn koe-yemy. Kopoue, s1 1 mpaBaa 1ocpouHo Bhimien. beun y Hac 1Ba Opata-OnmsHena. Bec
y HUX OBUI BOOOIIE-TO OAMHAKOBBIHA, HO OHM TT0 Pa3HBIM KaTerOPHsIM BBICTYIAJIH, TIOTOMY UTO TaJaHT
y HUX ObUT HacTosIMiA. TeGe HeMHTepecHO?

— HaoGopor, ouens gaxe. I mpocTo He mpeprmonaraia, 4To y Bac. ..

Jlena 3amoruasna, OIbICKUBast CIIOBO.

— Takoe mpomnutoe? — MojcKasaj reHepaibHbi. — Tak 3TO, MOXHO CKa3aTh, IETCTBO 30JI0TOE.
Bokc s He 6pocwt. [TpaBna, naneko He norrent, a 06a 6para YarnHel MOTOM MacTepaMy CIIOpPTa CTAJIH.
Ho no3xe 1 oHM, Kak BOAUTCS, TO Ja Ce... Kopode, Toxe B OM3Hec ylnu. PackpyTuinch Xoporo.

— W 4ro ¢ Humu Teniepsb?

— JleHpKa — yesioBeK U3BECTHBIN, a Bopuca, 51 ciblian, roga TpU-4eThipe Ha3a 1 BOJIK 3arphbi3.

— Vikac kakou, — nopaswiach JleHa. — 9To Ha 0XOTe CIIy4UIOCh?

— He B nocrenm xe.

JupekTop nonBuHYI K cede OyThUIKY ¥ TocMoTpen Ha Jleny.

— Moxer, npyMelb MAThIECIT TPAMMOB, YTOOBI TIOJIEPKaTh KOMITaHHIO?

Jlena nokauana rojgoBou.

— Kak 3Haems, — B3IOXHYJI AUPEKTOP.

Bssi1 crakas u, He OImycKasi ero Ha CTOJI, HauaJl HalloJTHSATh, MPOJIOJIKAsi TOBOPUTD:

— MoxeT, 1 Thl YIUTH XOYelllb, a?

— He gpymana eme, — coBpana JleHa.

['enepanbHbIN BEpHY.T Ha CTOJ OyTBUIKY U C/iesiasl HOOJBIION TIOTOK U3 HANIOJHEHHOTO TIOUTH
nosepxy crakasa. [Tocne yero nocmorpesn Ha Jleny.

— Ecnu Th1 yiiens, st TouHO (pupMy 3akpolo. Tak Bce 3HAKOMBIE CIIPAITUBAIN Y MEHS, YTO 32
IEBYIIIKa, IeCKaTh, y TeOs padOTaeT, a Torja v CIpOCHTh UM OyaeT Hevero. [la u He 3aCKOYUT HUKTO
JIMIIHUKA pas.

— Bo3spmere Apyroro coTpyiHuka.

HavyanbHUK MOTHYI TOJIOBOHM M CHOBA YCTAaBWIICS HA Hee.

— 3HauuTt, Bce-Taku yxomminb. Hy n1a magHo, uto k ¢ ToOOM nenarh, ormyrny. M maxe aBa
MecsiIia Brepes oriady. MoxeT, ele U MPeMHUI0 BBITTHIILY.

— 3a yto npemuio? — He NoHsu1a JleHa.

— A 3a T0, YTO He KJISIHUWIa MPUOaBKU, HE HbLIA, KaK JApyrue, Mpo WHBAJIHMIOB MaIy ¢ MaMoOW,
po OOJIBHOTO peOeHKa, KOTOPHIN 0e3 MPUCMOTpa. 3a TO, UTO He MBITAIaCh KO MHE B KOWKY 3aJ1e3Th. . .

— 51 Bpozie Kak 3amyxem Obula, — HarloMHWIa JleHa.

— Beina? — moiiMas ee Ha CJIoBe HAYaJIbHUK. — A Terepb, CTaio ObITh, HET?

— OdunmaibHO elie He pa3BestCh, HO. . .

— Xouelb, 5 TBOEMY MYXEHBKY 10 Oalllke HacTy4qy?

— He nano, emy yxe Hactyyanu. B Tom cMbIciie, 4TO )KU3Hb HACTydaa.

— 3HauuT, 1I0X0 HacTyvana. Eciu 6 Xoporo, oH kK Tede cpasy npuoesxan Obl POIIEeHHS TPo-
cuthb. U 3a cBOM, U 32 UyXKHUe IPeXH, — XMbIKHYJI FeHepasibHbIi. — OT TaKMX, KaK Thl, HE YXOIAT.

JupekTop mocMoTpes Ha OyTHUIKY U TPHIILY PUJICS:

— [Numm 3asBieHye, a 3aBTpa ¢ yTpa WAU B OyXraaTepuio 3a pacyetoM. TOMbKO CeromHs yk
HAIoC/IeIOK COCTaBb MPHKa3 O HA3HAYEHUH JIMKBUJAIIMOHHOW KOMUCCUH B COCTaBe MeHsI, IJ1aBOyxa
1 KOro-HUOY/b ellle Ha TBOW BBIOOD U3 TeX, KTO MOKa He cOexall.
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YT1pom oHa npuinia Ha padoTty Kak oOsryHO. [Toutn 10 o6ena padortasia, HO MOTOM MOSIBUJICS
reHepaIbHbIi, MOZIOILEI K CTOMKE, MIEPErHyJICcs uepe3 Hee, CJIOBHO XOTeN YBUIETh, 4To JIeHa ynuraer
Ha cell pa3, 1, He YBUJIEB KHUTH, CITPOCUJL:

— Jenbru nonyuwia? Yero cuauins Torga? Jletn B 6yxraarepuio, a To s iepelyMaTh MOTY.

I'maBHBIA 6YXF3JITCP — JKCHIIMHA C 3aCTbIBIIMM Ha JIMLE BBIPAXKCHUEM CYPOBOI'O BEINYUA
— MoJ4a npoTsaHyaa JleHe KOHBepT, MOJOABUHY/IA 3arlOIHCHHBIN OJIAHK TUIATEKHOW BEJJOMOCTH W
TOJIBKO TOT/AA CIPOCHIIA!

— Yrto-TO yKe mompickasa cebe?

— Her. 4 npocto He oxujana, 4To MHE BOT TaK MPEAJIoKAT YUTH.

Jlena mocrana U3 KOHBEpTA MAYKy KyMIOp U YIUBHIACH — 9TO ObUTA MATUTHICSYHBIC.

— Tam BeCTH MATHAECAT THICSY, — PABHOMYIIIHO Tpor3Hecia riaBoyx. — [lepecunraid, ecnu He
BEPUILID.

— Bo1 He onmOrcs? Yk O0JIBHO MHOTO.

— Bonpochl He KO MHe, — OTBETHJIa I1aBOYX, — CKOJIbKO HAYaJbHUK MPHUKa3aJl, CTOIBKO 5 U
BbITUIaTHIIA. Y TeOs1, KCTaTh, camoe OOJIBIIOe BHIXOAHOE MOCOOUe U3 TeX, KTO YCIeT BOBPEMs YUTH.
Borock, MeHs1 pocTo KOJIEHOM O[], 3a/1 ITHYT.

— C BamMM He MOCMEIOT TaK MOCTYINHUTh, — MOCTapaslach YCIOKOUTh ee JIeHa, — Bbl BCe-Taku
IJIaBHBIN OyXranrep.

Ho cypoBas xkeHIMHA CKpUBUIIACS.

— Korza tebe copok msTh JieT, yXe BCe paBHO — IJIABHBIH Thl OyXTajiTep WM KOBPHK ITPU BXOJIE,
BBITPYT O TeOs1 HOTH U 3a0yIyT.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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