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Bot a10 na! Maso Toro, yro BepoHuka Obuta He ofeTa, OHa, OTKPBIB €My JIBEpb, YCKaKasia
B kBaptupy! Hu TeGe 31mpacte, HU y/nbIOKM, HUA XOTS Obl MEKIOMETH S, O3HAYAIOIIHX, YTO TeOsl YBU-
nemy, — Het! OTKpbUIa M — Oexarh, OyITO B KBapTUpPE MOXkKap WM BOJIA TEYET U3 BCEX KPAHOB.

CkazaTb, YTO OH 03a/IaUWJICSl — ITO HUYETro He cKa3arh, HO CTac nepecTynul Mopor, OLEHN
Oecrops/IoK B MOJTYTEMHOW MPUXOXKEH M Ipollesl B KOMHaTy, rie BepoHuka Hocmiiach, Kak I'OH-
yas. B3opy mpencran peanbHbIN OrpoM: BelM pa30pOCaHsl... HX He ObUIO pa3Be YTO Ha MOTOJIKE.
ITpu nHeBHOM cBete Crac paccMoTpel, 4To M BepoHrka HanmoMuHaeT OexeHKy U3 ropssyei TOUuKu —
BOJIOCHI PacTPENaHbl, a OHU U TaK TOpPYAT BO BCE CTOPOHBI, IIOTOMY YTO BBIOTCS, KaK IOC/IE «XUMHUU»,
XaJaT 3aCTEerHYT Ha OJHY ITyroBUIly, OOcas, Ha JIMLe HA TpaMMa KOCMETUKH.

— Tbl He roToBa?! — MO3BOJIMII ceOe BOBMYTHTBLCS OH. — Y HAac He OCTAJIOCh M NOJIyYaca, a eXaTb
TPUALATH MATh MUHYT, €CJIM MTOBE3ET HEe MOoIacTb B IPOOKY.

— Busut K TBOMM poauTessiM OTMEHsIeTCs1, — oropoluuia ero Beponuka, nepedupas ogexny.

Jlaxe He U3BMHWIACD, YTO HE CTOsJIA P IIOJIHOM Napaje y MPOE3KEN YaCTH JOPOTH, KaK JOro-
BOPHWJIMCh, U3-32 YEro OH MPOXAaJ ee MATHAALATh MUHYT, IOTOM BbIHY:K/I€H ObLI 3ae€XaTh BO ABOP U
NOJIHATBCA Ha NATHIA 3Tax. Ero joruka: He ycrieBaelib, onasgpBaelllb, a TeledoH AJ1s 4ero y Teos?

—To ectb? — Ha B3BOzIE cripocuit CTac, OH TEPIETh HE MOI U3MEHEHUH B I1aHax. — B yeMm neno?

— 41 ceronHs yneraio, 4To-TO CIy4YHJIOCh C MOEU CECTPOW. 3BOHUJIA B a9POMOPT, CAMOJIET YePE3
TPHU 4aca, a MHE HY’KHO MHOTO YCIIETb.

— V¥ 1e6s cectpa ects? Tl HUKOT/IA O HEl He TOBOPUIIA, IOUeMy ?

— Tenepp ThI 3Haelb 0 HEH. YTPOM Ha MOV MOOWJIBHMK IMO3BOHMJI ClI€/IOBaTE/b, HUHTEPECO-
BaJICsl, 3HAKOMa JI 51 ¢ 3uHanou BasieHTnHOBHOM [10rMX, S OTBETHIIA, YTO 9TO MOs CTapIlas CECTpa.
OH nonpocui MeHsl CPOYHO SBUTBHCS B MPOKYPATYpy, HO S BElb KUBY B JIPYTOM ropoie, AAJIEKO,
cieqoBaresib OTpedoBasl HeMeAJIeHHO puexarb. Ha Mou BOITPOCH, YTO CITy4MIJIOCh, OH OTBETHII, UTO
IJ1s1 MeHs OyZieT JIydllle Bce y3Hath 1o npuesse. Bot s u coduparocs.

[Mprumna, GeccriopHO, yBaKUTENIbHAS, HO TEPEeKPOMIa He TOJbKO CETONHSIIIHUI JIeHb, MO
yrpo30ii OKasaich Oosee cepbe3Hbie TiaHbl. Crac yOpasl HukHee Oelibe ¢ Kpeciia, Cel B Hero H,
3aMETHB ITOYTH 3aIIOJTHEHHBIM YEMO/AH Ha CTYJIE, OTOPUMIICA:

— Buky, Tel Hagonro codupaelnbes, a Kak e Haila rnoesjika Ha Masipsty?

— 41 o Heii mo3abena... — He MeHee pacctpoenHast BepoHuka mpucena Ha CTyJ, OIMYCTUB Ha
KOJICHU PYKH, B KOTOPBIX Jiepkajia (beH (3TO MpeAMET NMepBoil HEOOXOIMMOCTH, O€3 HEero ¢ ee KOIMTHON
BOJIOC He cripaBuThes). — Kaub. .. Ho moxer, ycnielo BepHyTbCA?

Crac, noctykrBas Ia4KoM CUraperT Mo MOJIOKOTHUKY, 3aKaTWJI [JIa3a K MOTOJIKY, BHICKa3blBast
BCJIyX MBICIIU:

— 3BOHWJIM U3 NTPOKYPATyphl? 3HAUUT, TBOS CTapllasl CECTPA CEPHE3HO BIMILIA.

— B cmbicne? — He noHsiia BepoHuka.

— IIpokyparypa 3aHMMaeTcs TSRKKUMU MPECTYITIEHUAMH, OTCI0Oa HAIIPAIIMBAETCS IPEITIONO-
JKEHUE, YTO TBOsI CECTpa HEMOCPEICTBEHHO CBSI3aHA C KAKMM-TO NPECTYIUIEHUEM, HO TeOs 3aueM
3aTpeboBas? CTpaHHO... Manbra y Hac 4epes MaATh JHEH, He yMalio, YTO ThI YCIeelb BEPHYThCS
Hazajl.

BepoHnuka nogxsaruiiack, OpoCcHB Ha XO[y:

— B Takom cityuae, Tede npuaercs jJeretb Ha ManbTy olHOMY, 1 He cMory. MoxeT, 31He HyKHa
IIOMOILb, & PAIOM HUKOTO HET.

Omna 3aHsi1ack cOopaMu, TouHee, youpasa B mKad To, 4TO, 0 €e MHEHHIO, He TTPUTOIUTCS.
He xenast Memarts eit, Ctac BbIIIeN MOKYPHUTh HA TUIOMIA/KY, 3A0IHO TMIO3BOHMII POJUTENSIM U CO00-
W1, YTO CMOTPUHBI OTKJIa/bIBalOTCS. Pasymeercs, He cka3ain 00 MCTMHHBIX MPUUYMHAX, a CONIa:
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MOJI, HeTIpeIBUIEHHbIe 0OCTOATENILCTBA 3aCTaBIISIIOT BEpOHUKY JIeTeTh K cecTpe, KOTopast HaXOOUTCS
B TsDKEJIOM cocTosiHuu. [IpoKyparypa, ciefoBatesb — 3ByUUT 3JI0BEIIE, OTell C MaTepblo TIOC/e STUX
CJIOB MPHUCTAHYT: THl POIOCTIOBHYI0 BepoHUKYM MpOBEpUJI, BAPYT TaM CIUIONIb TypHAasi HACIEJICTBEH-
HOCTh? 3aueM eMy NoTpsiceHus?

Koraa on BepHysicsi, YeMOIaH CTOsUT IOCepevHe, 1a M B KOMHaTe BepoHuka ycriena HaBecTH
OTHOCHUTEJIbHBIN TIOPSIOK, CamMa ke MepeoieBaIach.

— 51 otBe3y TeOs1 B aaponopr, — 3asBui Crac.

— Cnacu6o.

Haxkonerr Beponuka ynelOHY/1ach, HO 3TO BCETO JIMIIIb JIaHb BEXKJIMBOCTH, HA CAMOM JeJie TIpe/i-
noxenre Ctaca HEMPUATHO KOJBHYJIO: pa3Be TOJIBKO OTBE3TH B a3POIOPT JOJKEH ObLT MPEIOKUTh
MOOSIIUN MyX4urHa? BBI30OB K ClIeIoBaTeIi0 HUYEro XOpoIiero He ¢y, BepoHuka HepBHUYATA U
Tepsulach B JIOTaJKax, 4TO XKJET €€ B HE3HAKOMOM ropojie U 4yeM omimumiack 3uHanaa? He uckomo-
YeHO, YTO 1 BepoHuKe MmoHa100uTCs OMOIITb, 110 Joruke Ctac 00s3aH Bce OPOCUTH U JIETETh C HEM.
ITOT BapUAHT HE OCCHWUJI €r0 YMHEWIIYI0 TOJIOBY, BUJHO, OH HE MOHUMAET, YTO el OOSI3HO OIHOM
JIeTeTh B HEU3BECTHOCTh, a MPOCUTH... 3aueM? Crtac 6e3 TOro pa3mocajoBaH, BEPOSITHO, IOTOMY U
TOPMO3HT €r0 COOOPa3UTETLHOCTh, HO XOTEIOCh OBI. ..

ITo nopore k aspornopty BepoHuka morisiipiBaia Ha MPETeHICHTa B MYXbsl YyTOYKY HOBBIMU
rna3zamu. Her-Het, OHa He TmiepecTtana ero JIIOUTh, N3-3a EPyH/Ibl He MEHSIOT Pe3KO CBOMX MPUCTpa-
CTUH, TIPOCTO OHU pa3HbIe, TOJBKO CErOJHS, Ceiiuac MoceTuiIa 3Ta MbIcib. CTac MOYTH HUKOT/IA He
BBIXOIWUT U3 ceOsl, 3HAUUT, yMeeT CIepKUBaTh CBOM SMOIMU, ITO PEAKOe KA4eCTBO; OH YCIICICH,
a BepoHrKa OTHOCUTCS K KEHIMHAM, KOTOPBIE Uy paIOTCsl HEYTaYHUKOB, PACTIPOCTPAHSIONINX BOKPYT
ceOs1 OpeoIT HeraTuBa; OH MPAKTHUEH, HO HE JKaJIeH, Be/Ib XyXke MYKHUKa-CKPATH MOXKET OBITh TOJBKO
QJIKOTOJTMK. BHENTHOCTh MEHBIIIe BCEro MHTepeCOBajia B MyKUMHaX BepoHUKY, MPeINOYNTaBIITYIO B
TPUALIATH OIMH — & 9TO BO3PACT CO3HATEIFHOCTH M TPE3BHIX OLIEHOK — YM, OOXOKIEHUE U CTaOUITBHOE
TMIOJIOXKEHUE, HO Ml TYT €My MOKHO TTOCTaBUTh BHICOKHIA Oasu1. A oHa? OHa-To Kakasi?

BepoHuka gocrana myipeHuIly ¥ NpuIUpUMBO U3ydalla CBOe CMYTJIOE JIMIIO, KOTOPOE 3aropaer,
CTOUT JIWIIIb BHITJITHYTh COJIHILY, — TAKAM 0Opa30oM, K OCEHU OHAa CTAaHOBHUTCS IMOXOXa HA IBITAHKY.
B aToM cmpiciie MasbTa coBceM HexenaTesibHa Jake B 3TO BpeMsl Tofia, OHa TOKAPUTCS TaM U CTa-
HET CJIOBHO HETPUTSHKA, I[bITaHKa Bce ke cBemiee. Ho y «IpIraHKu» cepo-TomyOble Iia3a U pychie
BOJIOCHI, 6€300pa3HO 3aBUTHIE MPUPOION, MOAPYTa MOCOBETOBANA OTPACTUTh MX IO JIOMATOK, MO,
OyzeT cTuibHO. [la, CTUIBHO TOMYYMIIOCh — TPHBA, KaK Yy JIbBA, K TOMY € BO3HHMKJIA MPOOIEMBI C
pacdecslBaHHEM, OCOOCHHO TIOCJIE MBIThSI, 3A0/IHO BO3POCIIM TPAThI, TAK KaK BCAUECKUE MIEHKU-TEITH-
MYCCHI TIOKYyMalTcs Menkamu. Ho Bce B BocTopre OT ee BOJIOC. B MCKITIOUMTENTBHBIX CTydasix, KOria
TIOSIBJISIETCS JKeJIaHUE BHITJISACTh HETUITMYHO, BepoHUKa BHIMPAMIISET NP B TTAPHKMAXESPCKOM.

Ecnmu pazoOpatbcesi, y Hee Bce He TakK: HOC ¢ TOPOMHKOM, a XOUeTCsl MPsSIMOM; I71a3a CIIMIIKOM
yIJMHEHHbBIE, HY, TYT YK HAYEro He UCIPABHUIIb, KaK U CKYJACTOE JIMIIO, eIlle XOTeJOCh Obl UMETh
MOMEHBIIIE POTHK... YX, CKOJIBKO HEIOCTATKOB! A OKPYXKAIOIIUE CUUTAIOT ITU HEJOCTATKHU JIOCTOWH-
CTBaMH, YBEpSIIOT, OYITO BCE ITO B COBOKYITHOCTH CMOTPUTCS KPACUBO, KOMY K€ BEPUTh — 3epKaJTy
WK 4y:)XoMy MHeHMI0? 3aTo ¢urypa Ha ATb, HO Kakumu yeuusamu! Jlo nmapaMmeTpoB Moaesen aaxe
He MeuTasia ceOsl JIOBeCTH, He TIOyYUTCs, OTHAKO Tepuoandeckn BepoHuka (urypy ucrsazaer nue-
Tamu, 3HauuT, uto? Ee Tes0 HecoBepileHHO.

B o6mem, Ctac — MeuTa He3aMyKHHX JEBYIIEK, IPaBJIa, Y MEUTHl €CTh HEKOTOPbIC MUHYCHI:
OH 3aMKHYT, HEpa3rOBOPYMB, YepPeCcuyp YOMOPHBIN U Bce paBHO MeuTa. BepoHHKe CTOUIIO OBl YECTHO
MPU3HATH, YTO OHA-TO KaK pa3 JaJieKa OT Ujieaa, CJieoBaTeIbHO, 3aBbIIIICHHBIE TPeOOBAHUS HETIJIOXO
Obl TIPeqbsBIIATh Npekae Bcero Kk cede. [la u kak Obl OH IMOJETeN BMecTe C Heid, a padbora? D10 y
Hee OTITYCK Havascsi CO BUEpAIHero JIHs, MHave TaK JITKO OHa He copBasack Obl, a Ctac padoTaer
BIUIOTH JIO OTJIETa HA MasbTy.

Buner kynvim, BO BpeMs IOCAIKA OH TIOMTPOCHIT:

— ITo3BOHH, KOTJA TPUIIETHUIIID.
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Beponrka kpernko oOHsIIa ero, HICKPeHHe MOIeI0BaIa B I'yObl M HAKOHEII-TO JOTajiaiach U3BH-
HUTHCS:

— Crac, npoctu, 51 He 0 CBOeH BOJIE. . .

— Unu, uay, — obonpun BepoHuky oH.

— Ecnu He BepHYchb, Jietn Ha MasibTy ¢ AJIEHKON. ..

— Paz6epemcs, uau.

OHa niporuia KOpAOH, OIJIsSIHY/IaCch U MaxHyJia eMy PyKO#, 3aTeM 10ocJiajia BO31yIIHBIN MOLETyH,
MIPU3HAB, YTO €M MOTpPsCAIoIIe MOBe3/I0 ¢ HUM. Mor Obl 1 He 0OpaTUTh Ha Hee BHUMAaHMS, MaJlo, 4TO
JIM, KpacuBbIX JieBUll BOKpyr? OHa-TO cama yxke, MaplIoH, MEPEeCcTapokK, a 3aMyK XOueTcsl, O, Kak
xouetcs. Yto0 u miathe, U ¢aTa, v Mpa3aHuK. . .

Cupns B camornere, BepoHrka faa cebe KISTBY He IMOJJIaBaThCsl Ha IIPOBOKAIIUK CBOETO aMOu-
[IMO3HOT'O XapakTepa, 4yail, He KOPOJIEBOU yPOIUIach.

OcraHoBuIaCh B TOCTHUHHUIIE, K CECTPE HE Ioexalia, IOTOMY UTO He 3Haja, rje Ta xuser. [a,
1a, He 3HajIa, TaK CJyYMJIOCh, B YeM NMPUUYMHA pa3pbiBa — BCIIOMUHATD He ObUIO XkesaHust. Ml 3BOHUTH
31He He cTasia, PelIMB JIJ1s Hauala BhISICHUTD, Ky[a CECTPUUKA «CEPhE3HO BIIMILIa», Kak ckazan Crac.

Y Tpom oHa BOIILIa B POKYPATYPY, OIJISAENACH C IOBBIILIEHHBIM JIIOOOIBITCTBOM, BE/Ib 10 3TOTO
nHs BepoHuke He 10Be0OCh ObIBATh B MOJAOOHBIX yupekaeHusX. OmuyTiia JuckoM@opT: BEpOsITHO,
OT CTEH, ITPONUTAHHbIX YEJIOBEUECKUMHU MyKaMH, 11U1a OTPULIATEIbHAS SHEPIUs, UM 3TO B €€ Mpej-
CTaBJIEHMM ITPOKYypaTypa Ka3ajach CypOBBIM 3aCTEHKOM. 3aMeTUB JIexKypHoro, BepoHuka cnpocuina,
Kak el monacrsb K ciegoBareno JlapuyeBy, TOT cHaYasIa MO3BOHMIL, IIOTOM OOBSICHUII, IIe HAXOAUTCS
kabuHet. [Ipunuiock MOOOXAAaTh MUHYT IBA/ILATH, YTO SIBUJIOCH HACTOSINEH MBITKOM, BeJb JKIaTh y
LIeJIM, BBICTpauBasi B yMe AECATKU KyTKUX CUTYallMi U 3a/1aBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, 3a4€M BBI3BAJIM, — 3TO
kommMap. Ho BoT ee mpuriacuim B KaOUHET. . .

OcHoOBbIBasICh Ha NIEPBOM BIleYaTIeHUHU OT JlapuyeBa, OHa MbITAIACh ONPEAEIUTh, C KEM el
MIPE/ICTOUT UMETh JIeJI0, Bellb KpailHe BaKHO yraJarh, 4TO 3a YeJIOBEK Mepes TOOOH, 0OCOOEHHO MpH
TMIOJIHEHIIIEM BaKyyMe B cBeJieHusiX. He HpaBuimch BepoHnke pazaBoeHHbIe TOTOOPOAKH y MYKUUH,
YTSIKENABIIME JIMLO U OTBJIEKABIIME OT HEro, K TOMY K€ CO3JaBaJloCh BIIeYaTJIEHUE, YTO STOT TOBa-
PHIII KECTKUM, HempruMUpUMBbIi. HaBepHoe, ITyno mo nogdopoaKy cCOCTaBisATh MHEHUE O YeJIOBEKe,
HO BHYTpPEHHEe YCTPOUCTBO BepoHMKY Bceraa MCcKasio HeCTaHJapTHbIE IETajH, 10 HUM BBICTPauBaJio
o0pa3.

Be3 comuenus, JlapuueBy moj copok, TEMHbIE BOJIOCH! KOPOTKO CTPHIKEHBI, HOC TPSIMON (e Obl
TaKOM), POT MPsIMOM, OpOBH MpsIMbIE. .. Tak-Tak, YepThl JIUIA HE TOJIBKO MOIYYaloT 10 HACE/ICTBY, B
MpoLiecce KU3HU OHU TOXKE BUJIOU3MEHSIOTCS, HA HUX HAKJIAAbIBAET OTIeYaTok Xapakrep. Buanumo,
OH TIPUBBIK CTPOUTDH BCEX, KTO B MOJUMHEHUH, MO0 BIACTHOCTh BepoHuka paccMorpena 6e3 Tpyaa.
JlapryeB 4TO-TO MUCas, MPUBBIYHBIM XKECTOM M O€3 CIIOB yKa3ajl edl Ha CTyJ, KOrJa OHa TpHcena,
YTOYHWUJI €€ (paMUJINIO, UMS1, OTYECTBO, 3aTEM ITOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Bnl yxe B kypce?

— Hacuer uero? — nocnenoBan ot BepoHrKy BCTpe4HbIN BOIIPOC.

OH noziHsT Ha Hee I71a3a — HeOOJIbIIKE /ISl TAKOTO MIMPOKOTO JIMIA, CBETIIO-O0JIOTHBIE, KOJTIO-
Yre, a B COBOKYITHOCTH C TIPSIMBIME OpOBSIMH TIOJTYYMJICSI OYeHb CTPOTUM BHL.

— Bbl 4TO, HUYEro He 3HaeTe? — CIPOCUJ OH.

W rosoc y Hero HU3KMI, HO JIMIIEHHBIA TEIUIOTHI, JIapuyeB MpoCTO yKac HABOAMJ Ha Hee,
nostoMy BepoHuka He OTBETHJIa, a OTPUIIATEIbHO KayHyJ1a ronoBoil. OH OPOCHIT aBTOPYUKY Ha CTOJ
Y OTKUHYJICSI Ha CIIMHKY CTYJIa; pACCTETHYB MUIKAK, TOCTABIJI PyKY Ha OeIpo, OTTOIBIPUB B CTOPOHY
JIOKOTb, IIPH 3TOM yCTaBHJICS Ha BepoHuKy, OyaTO CMOTpes Ha CTYICHTKY-TIEPBOKYPCHHUILY, HE 3HAIO-
mryio npeamet. OHa 3akycuia ry0y, yTo0 He clesiaTh eMy 3aMedaHue 1o MOBOLy OecliepeMOHHOCTH,
12 IOMHWJIA, r1e HaxoauTcsi. [oBOpAT, BOWTH clofia — 3aIpoCTo, a BRIUTU — BECbMa IPOOJIEeMAaTUIHO.

— 3Ha4uT, BBl He ObUIM Y Hee, Aa? — YTOUHWII OH.
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— Her, — npuiuiock OTBETUTD, pa3 OH He MOHUMAaeT KUBKOB. — {] mpuJeresa Be4epoM, OCTaHO-
BUJIACh B TOCTUHULIE.

INay3a Hayanma HepBUpOBaTh BEpOHMKY: YTO OH Tam ceOe U3MBIIUISET?

— B rocrunuiie, — HakoHell oBTOpwII JlapuyeB M 4TO TUM XOTeN CKa3aTh — OJHOMY €My
M3BECTHO, BO BCAKOM Cilyvae, BepoHuka He MoHsiIa, KAKOW CMBICII OH BJIOXKHII B CJIOBO. — A 1oueMy
HE Moexaii Ha KBapTUpy, B KOTOPOU MpokUBaja Baiia cectpa?

— Jla 4TO CIy4YmIoCch, YepT BO3bMHU? — 3aKOHUYWIIOCH TeprieHue Y Beponuku. — UTto Bb XoauTe
BOKpYT ja okoso? I1psiMmo Hemb3s cka3arhb?

— Mox#no. Ho MHe JI000IBITHO, TIOYeMy POIHAs CECTPa, TO €CTh BbI, KOTOpAas MpUjieTelia n3aa-
JIeKa, He KUHYJIaCh Cpa3y K CEeCTpe BbISICHUTH, YTO MPOU30IILIO, a M0eXajia B TOCTUHUILY.

— [Motomy 4TO MBI He OOIIaeMcs ¢ 3UHANION, TaBHO He 00IaeMcs1, — MOAABIISASI SMOIUH, OTBE-
ThIa BepoHuka.

— Kak naBHo?

— Jler niate. Jla, nAath.

— BbI cocTosii B ccope? — JOIBITHIBAJICS OH.

— Ja, a uto? MBI NOCCOPUIIUCH U HE BUIETUCH TISTH JIET.

— Yro Xe Mocay uio noogom?

A cobcTBeHHO, Yero oHa rnepen HuUM Tperemer? OH kto? Takoii ke 4eJoBeK C HOraMu U
pyKamHu, € rOJIOBOM U TYJIOBUIIEM, HO 3aBbILIAIOIIMI CBOIO 3HAUMMOCTh. A oHa KTo? [IpectynHuma?
Her. Tak B uem geno? Ero Hano nocraButh Ha MecTo. BepoHKKa 3akMHY/Ia HOTY Ha HOTY, HaJIbLibl
PYK Iieperuiena, COeIMHUB UX Ha KOJIeHe, TIOIOOPOIOK B3JepHYJIa M CKa3aJia BhI3BIBAIOIIE, BMECTe C
TEM CYXUM TOHOM:

— Kakas Bam pasznunia? PopcTBEeHHUKY 4acTo CCOPSITCS, MHOT/IA HA BCIO )KU3Hb, HE BUXKY B 9TOM
HUYEro cBepxbecrecTBeHHOro. [foueMy BbI 10 CHX MOpP HE COU3BOJIWIIM MOCTABUTh MEHSI B U3BECT-
HOCTb, UTO HATBOPHJIA MOSI CECTpa 1 3a4eM Bbl MEHSI BbI3BaIN?

— Bamy cectpy yoOmiam, — moctaBwJl B M3BECTHOCTH JlapwueB, Kak OHa TOro TpeOoBaia. —
Ei1 Hanecnu naTh yaapoB MPeanoioKUTEIbHO HOKOM, TP U3 HUX HECOBMECTHUMBI C XU3HbIO. Bam
J10X0?

TonbKO UAMOT WM KOHYEHBIN TYMHUIA, YTO BOOOIIE-TO OTHO M TO ke, COCOOEH 3a/1aTh TOT
BOIIPOC, K TOMY e a0COMOTHO Oe3yvacTHO. BepoHMKa MOYyBCTBOBaIA, KaK KPOBb MPHUXJIBIHYIA K
MOBEPXHOCTU KOXKH, & BHYTPH CTAJI0O MOPO3HO, CJIOBHO TaM 00pa30oBaiach JiessHasI MycToib. 3Be-
CTHSI O CMEPTU HEOKUIAHHBI JIaXe TOT/Ia, KOr/ia YeIOBeK JOJITO M Oe3HaIe)KHO OOJIeeT, a Korjia CMepTh
BHE3aIHa, ee HeBO3MOXKHO MIPUHSATH, TIOCEMY MEePBOM MBICIIbIO ObLIO: OH TieperyTai, [oarux gpamu-
JIMS1 pacripocTpaHeHHasl.

— Bsl yBepensi?.. — BeigaBwia Beponuka c tpynom. — Moo cectpy?..

— Ecim 3unanna BanentunoBHa Jlonrux Baiia cectpa, To younu ee. Ho pa3 Bel coMHeBaeTech,
YTO BIIOJTHE TIOHATHO, TIOEJIEM Ha OTIO3HaHKe, TeM OoJiee 9Ta poIieAypa 3alulaHMpOBaHa y HaC, Be/lb
ogHogammiblieB MHoro. [Ipoiiy Bac, — yka3asl OH Ha BBIXO/I.

Ha aBronunore Beponuka cieoBasia 3a HAM, ellle HE OCO3HaBasi MOJTHOCTHIO MTPOUCIIIE/IIEE,
K TOMY e HaJesCh, YTO MpOM30IIlIa JocagHas ommoOka. Eciu 6 ommoka! Eit He Obuto OBl Kaib
MOTPAYEHHBIX JIEHET, C paJIoCcThlo OHA Kymnwia O OwreT u yaerena k Cracy, moroMm Ha Mauibty, T71e
COJIHIIE TIPEBPATUT €€ B MYJIATKY — ITyCTb.

Ho BHyTpM ee HeuTo K710, OTHUMAs HAJIekK/1y U Iyrasi peJ3HaAMEHOBAHUEM: C 3TOTO JTHSI TBOSI
KU3Hb U3MEHUTCS, BCE U3MEHUTCS, M Thl B TOM 4uciie. BynTo HekTo, 6eciryMHO KPaBIIMIACS 32 HEW,
HAIIICTITBIBAJT CTPAIIIHBIE CJIOBA 3JIOPATHBIM TOJIOCKOM. BepoHuKa 4eM yrofHO MOKJISIach Obl, YTO
CITBIIIIAJIA HEOTIpeIeJICHHBIN TeMOp (He MYKCKOM, He KeHCKWI) ¥ BKpaJuiBble MHTOHAIMU. MoOXeT,
9TO HIeNTaJl OCEHHUW BeTep, BCTPETUBIIMI UX HA YJIMIIE, & MOXKET, Ta caMasi UHTYHUIIUsI, KOTOPYIO
HUKTO HE BUJIEJI, HE TPOraJl pyKaMu, TeM He MeHee MHOTHE YBEPSIIOT, UTO OHA €CTh.
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JlapryeB okazai el yciyry: He Ha OOLIeCTBEHHOM TPaHCIIOPTE 3aCTaBIJI TPSICTHCh, & YCAWI B
JIMYHBIA aBTOMOOWJIb U CEJl 32 PYJib, 110 JIOPOre, K CYacThio, He MpHCTaBall ¢ paccnpocamu. MHoraa,
BO BpeMsi OCTAHOBOK Ha cBeTOope, OHA JIOBIIIA Ha cebe ero JII0OOMBITHbIE B3IJISIbl, HO OH HE 3aro-
BapuBaJl, a eil TeM OoJiee He XOTeI0Ch OTKPhIBATh POT, BepoHKKa ToOTOBIIIACH K «ITPOLIELYPEe».

Ho korja TeGe moka3bIBalOT 3aMOPOKEHHBIH, MOUTH OechOpMEHHBII, OTCIOA TUIOXO Y3HaBae-
MBII TPYI U MPOCAT OIMO3HATh: TBOS JIM TO cecTpa 3WMHA, YyXkKUe CIOBA HE JOXOIAT, UX MOMPOCTY
HE YJIaBJIMBAET YXO.

TosbKO BcMaTpuBaelibcsi 1 BCMATPUBACIIIBCS] B MICKAKEHHBIE CMEPTHIO YePThI, HO UINEIIh He
CXOJICTBA, & Pa3In4usi, YTOO YCIIOKOUTH MPEsK/Ie BCEro ceOsi: 9TO He OHa, He 3UHa.

— JleBy1iKa, BaM BaJIepbsTHOUKH HAaKamarh? — CIPOCHII KTO-TO.

Beponuka He oTpearpoBaia, OHa CMOTpesa, He MUrasi, He JIbIa, ¢ KakJI0h CeKyHI0M yOex-
AasiCh IIPOTUB KEJIaHU s, YTO BUAUT OE3KM3HEHHOE TeJIO 3UHBI, 3UHKU-OTOPBBI, 3UHOUYKH-IIATYHbH,
XUTPEHbKOW, YMHOU 1 Oe30ameHHoi. CuiibHbIe PyKH B35 BepoHUWKY 3a IUIeuH, CIIOBHO XOTEJH
MOAIepKaTh, @ OHA BCEro-TO CAejalla ar Ha3aj, 4a HeyJauyHo, MOIAaTHY/IACh.

— Bel He oTBeTHIIN, — pa3faliCcs PsAAOM 3HAKOMBIH IOJIOC Clle/loBatelis, — 3TO Ballla cecTpa 3vHa-
upa Hoarux?

Hakownen Beponuka ycibliiiana, MoBepHyIa roJioBy M BCTPETUIIACH B3MISIOM C I1azamu Jlapu-
YeBa, B KOTOPBIX 3aMETHJIa COUYBCTBUE, HO CHJI XBAaTWUJIO JIMIIIb YTBEPAUTETbHO KMBHYTh. B cremny-
IOIIMIA MWT, KOTJa OHA TOBEPHYJAch K 3WHE, Ty MOJHOCTHIO HAKPBUIA TKAHbIO, KOTOpask OTJes A
MEPTBYIO OT KUBBIX.

JlapuyeB Ben ee, epka 3a JIOKOTb, XOTSI 9TO ObUIO JHUITHUM, BepoHUKa HEryIoXo Jepkasach
Ha HOTrax, MPOCTO B rosioBe OypiMiI Xaoc W3 OOPbIBOUHBIX BOCIIOMHUHAHHIA, TOJIBKO YTO BHIEHHOTO
TpyIa ¥ MHOXeCTBa BOITPocoB. OHa MO3BOIMIIAa PYKOBOIUTH COOOH, B MOJTYAHUM NTOBOPAYMBAJIA B Ty
CTOPOHY, Ky/a TSIHYJI €€ CJieJoBaTe b, ¥ IIOKOPHO 11U1a JIaJIbLIIE.

OH oTBe3 ee B TOCTUHHUILY, AaXe IIPOBOAMJI IO HOMEpa, YTO C er0 CTOPOHBI ObLJIO BEPXOM TaJIaHT-
HOCTH — Bce ke JlapuueB IpH UCTIOJTHEHUU M He 00s13aH 3a00TUTHCS O POICTBEHHUKAX 3apPE3aHHbIX.
Beponuka no6narogapuia ero, a B HomMepe yrnajia Ha KpoBaTh U OU€Hb JIOJTO Jiexkasa 6e3 IBUKEeHU,
IJIs171s1 B TIOTOJIOK.
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2

Crenyronmii AeHb MaJIO-MaJIbCKU BEPHYJI €€ B HOPMaJIBHOE COCTOSIHUE, HACTaJsla opa ogyMarb
0 3aXOpOHEHHH, HO 3TOT BONpOC Oe3 cieoBaress, Kak JorajgpiBajiack BepoHuKa, pemmTh Helb3s,
M09TOMY OTIpaBWIach K HeMy. OHa He NPEACTaBIANa, CKOJIBKO KIET ee HeoxuaaHHocren. Ho on
He cpasy orpes 00yxoM IO rojioBe, BHavasie JlapuueB, kU3Hb KOTOPOIrO SIBHO COCTOSUIA U3 OJHUX
BOIIPOCOB, OTAAJI JaHb BEXKJIUBOCTH:

— Kak Bb1?

JlexypHasi BeXJIMBOCTb, HE ITPEyCMaTPUBAIOIIAs AaXe MU3EPHOTO MHTEPECA K CAMOYYBCTBHIO
YesioBeKa, a BepoHunka kK moqOOHBIM MPOSIBIEHUSIM OTHOCHJIACH C TIPEAyOeKICHHEM.

— Morym Obl He cnipanBarh, — OypkHYyJa oHa. — Wi BBl monaraete, 4To MOCie BYEpaIHen
«IIPOLIELypbl» JIIOAM IUIALIYT OT pajocTu?

— Hy, unorpa. [la-na, MHOrma ¥ IUIAIIYT — KOTJa SIBJISIIOTCS €AMHCTBEHHBIMM HACJIEAHUKAMU
Bcero uMmyuiectsa. IIpaBaa, Ha moxopoHax 6e3yAepXkHO PhIAAIOT, HO CKOPER BCEro OT paloCTH.

[Munuk, orMeruia npo ceds BepoHuka, cnaa Oory, eil He10Iro NpeICTOUT OOIIATHCS C HUM.
Omna npucrynuia K Jeiny:

— 51 Mory 3a0paTh cecTpy U Kak 3TO clieaTh?

— Moxerte. Tpyn y Hac u Ge3 Toro 3aaepxkajics, s MOArOTOBIIO COOTBETCTBYIOLIME Oymaru. ..
Kcratu, y Bac ecTb B HallleM ropojie 3HakOMBbI€, POICTBEHHUKH ?

— Huxkoro. 4 sToT ropoa He 3Hatw.

— 3HauWT, U Ipy3€eH CECTPHI Bbl TOXKE HE 3HAETE, — BBIBEJ OH, KAXKETCS, Pa304apOBaBIINCH. —
TpynHO Bam npuzeTcs ¢ OpraHu3aluen IOXOPOH.

— Cnpasmocs. { mory naru? — M Bckouna.

Ona nepeorneHu1a ceds, B 3TOM MecTe BepoHrKa yyBCTBOBaJIa Bce PU3HAKM 3amaiHH, a Jlapu-
YeB BUJIEJICA €1 KOBAPHBIM OXOTHUKOM, PACCTABJIAIOLIMM HEBUAMMBIE JIOBYIIKH. YK HEU3BECTHO, C
Yero 3TO BAPYT y Hee BO3HUKIIM TaKME OLIYLIEHUS, HO, HE BBISICHUB U TOJIMKH BCEX OOCTOATENbCTB,
IPY KOTOPBIX Morutsa 31Ha, OHa TOCTeNnIa ObICTpee YITH OTCIoA.

— Capgpre, — npuKasaj OH.

Beponuka rmoxHysiack Ha CTyJ1, 3aMepia. Beinana cymouka U3 pyK, OHa IOIHsJIA €€, yI0KHIa
Ha KOJICHH, CKaB O OOJIM MaJIbIbl, MOTOMY 4TO JlapuieB XJIaJHOKPOBHO CKaHMPOBAI €€ IJIa3aMH.
[Mon 3TMM NpUCTaTBHBIM B3MISIIOM OBLIO He O cede, OyATO OHA B YEM-TO IPOBUHMIIACH, & OH TOTOB
OITIACUTh BCITyX ee BUHY. BmecTo aToro JlaprueB ynuBui ee 1 6eCCTPacTHBIM TOHOM, M HEOKHIaHHBIM
IIOBOPOTOM:

— 3a Tpu 1HA 10 YOMIACTBA Ballla cecTpa Hammcasa 3aBelaHie 1 caesana Bac eIMHCTBEHHON
HaCJIEJHULIEN BCETO CBOETO UMYILECTBA.

— Mensa?! — Tonpko 1 BeIMONIBUJIA BepoHuka.

— Bac, Bac. Hecmotps Ha ccopy mexay Bamu. CtpaHHo, na?

BoH a1 yero oH Hayvas ¢ MPEIOAUN O HACJIEACTBE, EMYy MHTEPECHO MOIVIAAETh HA PEaKLUIO
Beponuku — 10 Kakoy cTeneHu oHa Bo3pagyercs. Jlo 4ero e 4epCTBbIi YEJIOBEK.

— Kakoe umyiectso? — ckentu4ecku (pbipkHysa oHa. — Y 3uHbI?

— KBaprupa B 3;IMTHOM IoOM€ IByXKOMHAaTHas, CTO KBaJIpaTHBIX METPOB, B HEW — BCE ITyTEM, TO
ecTb MOJTHBIA JOCTAaTOK, XOTsI Ballla cecTpa HUrje He padborana. He paborana, a cuer B 6aHKe UMena
npwnaHbi. Eciu He ommbaock, HEeMHOTUM O0JTbIlie MAJITMOHA, 1J1S MHOTHX 3TO OPOMHBIE JICHBI'H.

Beponuka ynosuia B ero (ppazax HEKMI HAMEK, a Ha YTO OH HAMEKaJl, HE I0TaIbIBaach, IBOU-
HOH CMBICI ee OeCIIOKOWII, IO3TOMY OHA M3JIUIIIHE PE3KO cKa3aa:

— He nonumaro, k yemy Bbl KJIOHUTE?

— 4 paccyx a0, — CHUCXOOUTENBHO yCMEXHYJIcs JIapuyeB U, K €€ pagocTy, OIyCTUI [JIa3a, 4ep-
THJI KPYTH Ha JucTe Oymare, CJIOBHO eMy Oe3yMHO CKy4uHO. — He mockaskeTe JIOTHKY Batiei cecTpbl?
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Bol He o011anmck, gaxe He Mepe3BaHUBAJIHCH IATH JIET, YTO ke MOOYIUIIO ee HAITUCaTh 3aBelllaHue Ha
Balle UMs 3a Tpu JHs 10 rudemm? OHa Kak OyJTo 4yBCTBOBaJIA, YTO CKOPO YMPET HACUJIbCTBEHHOM
CMepTHIO.

— HukTo He MoXeT 3HaTh, UTO OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, Bl TeM OoJjiee, — Aep3Ko 3asBmia BepoHuka. —
I'ne 3una xxuna? Ckaxure anpec. Hageoch, cocein He OTKaKyTCsl IPOBOAMTD €€ U IIOMOYb MHE.

JlaprueB OBICTPO HACTPOYMJI HA JTUCTE OyMaru ajipec, OIBUHYJI K Hell, OHa, YnTasi, He 0OpaTuia
BHUMaHUsI Ha €ro MocjeaHon gpasy:

— 3910 B HOBOM MHKpopaiioHe. He nymaio, 4To coceu momMoryT, HO ToTibITaiTech. Jla, BOT ele
YTO. .. NOANMUIIUTE IMOAIINCKY O HEBBIC3IC.

[eBens rydamu u 3aroMuHasi, BepoHuka rpowia ajpec, CJIOKUIA JIUCT W, 3aCOBbIBasi €ro B
CYMOYKY, CITPOCHJIA:

— Bce?

— [MopmummTe, — ykas3asl OH I71a3aMH Ha JIMCTOK, OJTHOBPEMEHHO IMojiaBasi aBTopydKy. Korma ona
coOpaJiach MOCTABUTH CBOIO TIOAIUCH, JIapudeB yrpean Oe31yMHbIH MOCTYTOK: — [IpouTrTe cCHavana.

BepOHI/IKa HavdaJla YuTaThb... BAPYT €€ Ijila3da U3 AJIMHHBIX CTAaJIM KPYIJIBIMU — KaKHEC en Bceraa
HPaBUJIKCh, B y’Kace OHA BhIJABUJIA:

— INoamucka?!. A... a nouemy?!

— Jlo KOHIIa pacciieJOBaHKS BaM MPEICTOUT HAXOAUTHLCS B TOPOJIE.

— BeI B cBoem yme?! — B3BMIIach BepoHuka, 3a0bIB, C KeM UMeeT JIeJi0. — Y MeHsI OTITYCK TOJIBKO
IBe Henlesiv! A TIOTOM. .. IOTOM padoTa. .. ... s BBIXOXKY 3aMyX... Her, s He Mory Topuarth 371ech 10
KOHIIA. .. TeM OoJiee STOT KOHEI] HEM3BECTHO Korja HacTynmuT! Bbl ke rogaMu BeaeTe Ciie/IcTBHe, MHE
YTO K€, BCE ITO BpeMsl KUTbh 3/1eCh?!

— Huuewm He MOry Momous, y Bac €CTh MOTHB.

—Yt0? — nopanack Kopiycom Kk Hemy BepoHuka, OyaTo He paccibiimas. — YTO-4TO y MEeHsI eCTh?

— Mortusg.

— To ecTb BbI MeHS. ..

Ee ykazatenbHblil niavier] To Ha JlapudeBa MOKasbiBajl, TO YIHPAJICA B COOCTBEHHYIO TPy/lb, a
B CJIOBAPHOM 3ariace He HaXOAWJIOCh HYKHBIX CJIOB. Ec/ii 4ecTHO, TO HAXOIUJIUCh — HECHOPMATUBHbIC.
W sToT ypon (MopasbHBIH, pa3yMeeTcs), KOTOPOMY Oe3pa3InIHbI JIIO/IU, STBHO MOy A0 YI0BOJb-
CTBUE, U3JIEBASICh HAJl HUMH, CJIOXKUJI IO-IKOISIPCKY PYKH HA CTOJIE W TTPOU3HEC:

— He crout HepBHUYATS, TaK TMOJIOKEHO: BCE, KTO MMEeT MOTHUB, JIO KOHIIA CJICICTBUSI OOsS3aHbI
HaxOqUTLCA B Iropoe.

— Jla MeHs1 BOOOIIIE 3/1eCh HE OBLIO!

— Bepio. Bbl cBOOOTHBI.

Beponrka pBaHyJia K BBIXO/Y, HO, KOT/Ia OHA paclaxHyJia JBeph, €e OCTAaHOBIJI rojioc Jlapuyuesa:

— BpI 3a0bUTM TIPOTTYCK.

AX na, 6e3 mpoITycKa el TOJIBKO B KaTaJaXKy J0pora, a U To roj KoHBoeM. OHa OrJIsHYJIach,
JlaprueB, yCTaHOBHB JIOKOTh Ha CTOJI, JICHMBO TMOTPsICA JIMCTOUYKOM. BepoHMKa pBaHy/la K HeMy,
BbIXBaTHJIa JIUCTOK, 3JI0 PABKHYB:

— Cnacu6o.

N ymuma. Cnenom 3a Held B KaOWHET 3altie)T MOJIOION YeJI0BeK HeOOJIBIIIOro pocTa, ¢ IPOCTOBA-
TBHIM JIUIIOM, KOTOpOMY Jlapr4eB OTAas MPUKa3:

— Bunen? I'na3 He cryckath, Te0s1 CMEHSIT.

— Yepr! — B3MaxHyJa pykamu BepoHuKa nepei KBapTUPOW CECTpPHI.

Onevarana! K tomy ke JlapuueB He Aajt KJioya, CJIeIOBaTeIbHO, Ty/la HE BOUIEIIIb, BIIPOYEM,
He BOIILIa O U C KJTIOYOM — KaK OHa OyMakKy C TMeJarsiMu CHUMasia Obl 0€3 COOTBETCTBYIONICH BU3bI?
UYrtob notom ee 0OBUHIIIN BO BCEX CMEPTHBIX Ipexax?
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Beponuka ornepnach CIMHOW O CTEHKY, B3/IOXHY/IAa — U 4To Teriepb? OHa BeAb MOHATUS HE
MMeEET, C Yero HaYMHaTh, Ky/ia OekaTh ¥ YTO HYKHO JUis 3axopoHeHus1. Ha rutorazke eme Tpu KBap-
THpHI, BepoHUKa MO3BOHWIA B OIHY — HUKTO HE OTKJIMKHYJICSA. 3a IBEpPBIO CIEIyIoNIel KBApTHPHI
cTapyxa OTBETWJIa, YTO He 3HaeT 3uHauy [loirux, npuiuioch 3BOHUTH B CELYIOUIYIO.

— Bam Koro? — BBITJISIHYJI MQJIBYKK JIET JIECSITH.

— Jloma 13 B3pOCIbIX €CTh KTO?

— Ba! — mo3Ban oH. — Ba, Tebs cnpammsaror.

[NosiBrnack MIJIOBUIHAS KEHIIMHA, KOTOPYIO M Oa0yIIIKON-TO He Ha30Belllb. BepoHuka, Topo-
M5ICh ¥ 3aMMHASICh OT BOJIHEHUsI, BINAIMIA!

— 41 cectpa Bamiei coceaku. .. 3unauasl onrux... OHa B 9TOi KBapTUpe *uja... He morm
ObI BHI. ..

— Koropyio 3ape3aiu Bo3ie Haiero joma?

— J-ma... — A cama-To Tak W He BBISICHWIA, TJie YOUJIM CecTpy, a Takxke Kak u Korja. — Ee
1Opa XOPOHUTH, & S1... He TPEJCTABIISI0, KaK TO JIeNIaeTCs. .. MHE He IPUXOIUIIOCh XOPOHUTD. .. He
TMOJICKasKeTe, Kyaa oOpammarbes?

— B 010po puTyanbHBIX YCIyT, — OXOTHO IMOJACKAa3aja KeHIIMHA. — TOYHO He TMOMHIO, KaKkue
HYXKHBI JOKYMEHTBI, HO CBU/IETEILCTBO O CMEPTH TOYHO HAJIO... [la BaM MoACKaxyT B O10poO.

— A e HaxoaATCs pUTyaibHble yciyru? 51 He 3Hato ropofa. ..

— Ha xnap6umie. [Torogute, ceityac yTOUHIO apec, y HaC Be[b He OJHO KJIagouIle.

[TonyuuB agpec u BbIlAA BO 1BOp, BepoHuka ycenach Ha CKaMelKy, COBEPIIEHHO pacCTPOEH-
Hasl, HeCYacTHasi HACTOJIBKO, YTO MOTSHYJIO MOIIakaTh. Buepa He peBena, a ceroiHsi COOCTBEHHasI
OeCIoMOIITHOCTh HATIOTHMJIA T71a3a Clie3aMM, U He MPUBBIKIIAs K KaTakjin3MaM BepoHuka 4yBCcTBO-
Basa ceOs1 HUKYeMHOH. TeM He MeHee OHa Che3[uiia B OI0pO PUTYAIbHBIX YCIIYT, BBISICHUIA, KAKUe
HYKHBI CITPaBKH, e1lie OOJIbIIIe Majia JyXoM, TOTOMY UTO MIPUMEPHBIN CUET 32 OKa3aHHe YCIIyT BhICTa-
BWJIM KPYIJICHBKUI, a 9TO TOJIBKO Hauauto. [1o gopore k ocTaHOBKe OHa pyrajia ceOsi Ha YeM CBET CTOUT:

— 3auem s kyrmita canioru? Jla eme ae mappl! OueHb OHM MHE HYKHBI ObLTH TI0 TAKUM LieHaM?
N cymku Kk camoram... A manbTo KoxkaHoe 3aueM? Moria 060iTHCh, HO He obomuiack! A Oenbe. ..
OTkyna y MeHsl cTpacTh K 6e3yMHOl pockorm? Bot nypa! Eciu He XBaTUT [ieHer Ha KapToukKe, 4To
s1 Oyny nenatb?

A ele yepe3 HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsl OHa BOOAYILIEBIIIACh, BHIXOJ-TO €CTh: N03BOHUTH CTacy. Bepo-
HUKa JTOKIaJ1ach Beuepa B TOCTHHUIIE, Bellb €€ KEHUX MOCBSAIAET ce0sl MOTHOCTHIO padoTe, IoceMy
He JIOOUT OTBJIEKAThCSI, 1a ¥ HOBOCTD MPECTOSIIO MPENOTHECTH U3 pa3psiaa Xyxe Hekyaa. OHa mpo-
BeJla HECKOJIbKO YacOB B CJle3ax, TOpIosl HaJl CBOEH y4yacThlo U OIUIaKMBas MIymylo 3uHKy. Kak oHa
nonasia nox Hox? HopmasbHble oAy JOXKUBAIOT /10 CTAPOCTH, a ee oyemy-To npupesanu. Keratu,
TETKa, BOCIUTABIIAs UX, HE pa3 TBepAWsa crapuieid: «Oi, 3MHKa, Thl CBOEW CMEPTHI0 HE YMpELlb,
OoJbHO TUTyTOBaTas». Kak B Boy misiaena!

— Crac, 310 51, Beponuka. — Yciblias ero rojioc, oHa CHoBa paspesesiack. — CTac, TYT Takoe. ..
Moio cectpy younu.

— Ha 11 yto! Kak? Kto?

— Hosxom. Kto — He 3HatoT, naet cneacteue. Ha MeHst cronbko cBasmmiiock. .. Ctac, mporiry Teos,
MpUe3Xkai. .. 1 He CIIPaBJIIOCh OJHA.

[ay3a B TpyOke Moria O3HauaTh BCE, YTO YTOAHO, HAIIpUMeEp, eMy HEOOXOIUMO XOTs Obl
HEMHOI'O BPEMEHU Il aHAJIM3a CUTYalllH, a TaKke IIPOCYUTaTh CBOM JeicTBrs. KakoBo emy nepe-
CTpauBaTh IUIAHBI, €CIM Jake BepoHuKa oT moka abcomoTHO roTepsiiack U Tyro coodpaxana? Ho
HE 3THUX CJIOB OHA KJaJia, HeT, HEe ITUX:

— Tol MOHMMAEIb, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOKHO?

— [Nouemy HeBO3MOXHO? $1 OUTH TBOSI KEeHA, y MEHsI TOpe, HUKTO TeOe CJIOBa HE CKaXeT Mpo-
THB. ..
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— V¥ Hac ceituac aBpal iepeji ciadyei, Thl ke 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO HaBaIMBAETCs 3a00T C mepesie-
KaMH, sl He MOTy Bce OpocuTh. Yl TOKyMEHTHI B IyTEBKE $1 YCIIEN BBIIIPABUThH HA CECTPY, KaK ThI TOTO
xoTesna, AJieHa He TIOMMeT BHE3aITHbIX IePEeMEH.

[Nanuka, 94TO B TSIKEJIBIX OOCTOSITENILCTBAX OHA OCTAHETCS B MOJTHOM OJMHOYECTBE, OKa3aJIach
CUJIbHEe CJie3, TAaHUKa U BOJIHA HeroloBaHusl. BepoHuKa cyopoKHO yTepria HOC | IIeKH, coOpaach
MONPOIIATHCS, MOJI, KATUCh XOTh HA MaJbTy, XOTh K Y€pTSAM COOAUbMM, 2 TBOU TAIlOYKH S BBIIILIIO
TeOe 10 MouTe BMeCTe ¢ 3yOHOU IIETKOW, HO c/iepkasia MophiB. Pa3pyiars Jierko u npocro, He pu-
IIJIOCh OBl TIOTOM KaJsieTh. BepoHrKa yHaBIIMM roJiocoM BHITOBOPHIIA:

— Crac, Tbl MHE HYXEH, OY€Hb-OYeHb HYKEH. . .

— Beponuka. .. — Takum TOHOM HAaYMHAIOT OKOHYATEJIbHBIN 0TKa3. — I3BUHM, 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO,
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO 3aBsi3aHO Ha MHe jofei. (O aa! OcobeHHo Ha MabTUHCKOM nodepesxbe! Kak Tyt
He ycMexHyThes? [opbko yeMexHyThesl.) Keratu, kak y TeOs ¢ neHsramu? Boiciats?

— Jla. MHe HyXHBI IEHbI'M Ha TIOXOPOHBI.

Bor, noxainyiicra! Eciu 6 mocnaia ero MUHYTOW paHbllie, e Obl IeHbr'u B3suia? BepoHmka
noggodpena, Korjaa cyIania:

— 3aBTpa yTpOM MEepPeumcIio Ha TBOIO KapTouky. B o0iem, 3aBepiaii BClo 3Ty 00Ty ¢ OXO-
POHAMU U BO3BPAIIAKCS, HE TOPUYH TaM.

— 41 He 3Hal0, KOT/1a MpUeLy, MeHs 3aCTAaBIJIM TOIIUCATH TypPalKyl0 OYMakKKYy... MOAIMKCKY O
HEBbIE3IC.

— Kak-kak?! ITognucky? C kakoro nepemnyry?

— Y MeHs ecTb MOTHUB, TaK CJIeI0BaTes b CKa3al. 3MHA OCTaBUJIa MHE CBOE UMYIIIECTBO.

— Brixomur, Te0s1 mog03peBaloT B yOUNHCTBE COOCTBEHHOW CECTphI?

Beponuka OyaTo ynap Toka mojyumia, 10 ee CO3HaHHS MOIHOCTBIO He JI0XOMJIO, YTO O3HAYAeT
TMOJINKCKA, He 70 Toro 0bu10. [10103peBaoT — 3ByUYHT KYTKO, BeIb M3BECTHO, UTO €CJIU APYTUX MOAO0-
3peBaeMbIX He HaiyT, yOUNCTBO MOBECAT Ha Hee. Bripouem, moBecsiT 6e3 «ecin», y Hee eCTh MOTHB,
a OpraHam HY)KHBI [TOKa3aTe/d, paCKphIBAEMOCTb, MOYET U YBaXKEHHUE, Hy, ellle OYepeJHbIe 3BAHUS
u nipubaBka K 3apruiate. Huuero cebe! 3uHka BivIuia, a BMecTe ¢ co0oi u cectpy nortanmia! OHa
BCerja Taluia ee... HO 4TO Tenepb 00 3TOM qymaTth!

— Her-ner, 310 He Tak cepbe3Ho, — mpoMsmiia Beponrka B TpyOKy, Ha caMoM Jielie He Bepst
B TO, YTO ToBOpmJia. — [IpocTO OHM HMIIYT TeX, y KOrO €CTh MOTUBBI, TOTOM IMPOBEPSIOT. .. 51 ke Oblia
oueHb ganeko! Kak xe morna... Kopoue, MHE HUUEro He TPO3UT, YCIIOKOMCHI.

— MHe Obl TBOIO YBEPEHHOCTb. JIaTHO, TOCMOTPHM, UTO TaM CJIe0BaTe b HaayMaeT. JlepKuch.
3aBTpa MO3BOHIO.

U eii 61 yBepeHHOCTh. BepoHrka Opocuiia TpyOKy psIOM Ha KpoBaTh, HA KOTOPOU JiekKaa,
CHOBa ee I71a3a C(hOKYCHPOBAJIMCh HA TMOTOJKE, TaM XOTbh HMUYEro He OTBJIEKano oT Mbicien. Cob-
CTBEHHO, MbICI/Ib OblTa ofiHa: ee ogo3pesaiot! B youiictee?! bpen. Ho yuuTbiBasi, CKOJIBKO MO TIOPb-
MaM TOMHTCS] HEBUHOBHBIX JIIOIeH, Ope/l IepeBOIIOMAIICS B peasIbHOCTh. Ee nonokenue xyxe, yem
Kazajoch, a CTac He MO-MYKXCKHM YCTPAHWIICS, OH OOsI3aH IMpUexarh M 3alUTUTh OyAylIylo XeHy,
BBIXO/IUT, OHA JIOJITO MCKaJIa ¥ BHIOpasia HEHaIe)KHOTO YesloBeKa?

Ho «mopo3peBaior» — TiaBHee, CTpalllHee, 3Ta MBIC/Ib ObUla yOuiicTBeHHOW. HyXHO 4TO-TO
aenath, KAKUM-TO oOpa3zoM yoenuth JlaprueBa B cBOell HEBUHOBHOCTH, €CJIM TOJBKO OH 3aXOYeT B
3TOM yOenuThes, B YeM Beponuka comueBasiack. [IpaBia, ceiiyac Ha epBOM MecTe CTOUT 3MHA, KaK
CITPABUTKLCS C ITOM MPoOsieMoii? 3HAKOMBIX B TOpojie HeT, KpoMe. .. Heyxkenu orsTh K clieloBaTesTio
MIPUJETCS HECTUCH ?

.HapI/IUICB OTKPLUT ABEPL KJII0YOM, BOIIEIT HA LBIIMTOYKAX, XOTEJT CIOPITPU30OM SAABUTLCA: OILIA, BOT

oH s! He BoIwI0. HI/IHYCH BBLJICTCJIA U3 KOMHATBI, KaK M3 XJIOIYIIKHW KOH(peTTH, U CTOJIBKO XK€ OT
Hee Iyma:
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— Tlouemy Tak monro? 4 xmy, xmy... Houb Ha nBope, a Tebs Bce Het! He Opocaii mumxkak,
noBech B mkad. Tanouku st moMbiia, He Xoau 6ocukoM. Vam Ha KyxHIO, KOpMUTDb TeOs Oymy. Pyku
He 3a0y/Ib BHIMBITb.

— Hunycs, Tel Kak cBapiuBasi xeHa, — poOKO MOXYpPHJI OH JI0Yb 1O MyTH B BaHHYIO. — DJaK
Te0s1 HUKTO 3aMYy’K HE BO3bMET, BCE JKEHUXH Pa30eryTcsl.

— Hy u nyctp pazberaiorcsi, — yxke U3 KyxHu KpukHyaa Hunycs. — U BooOie, Th ObicTpee
BBIMJICIIIb 3aMYK 32 KEHY.

— He-er, — mpoGacuit OH U3 BaHHOM, — 51 OOJIbIIIE HE JKEHIOCh.

— Bce Tak roBopsT, — cKazaia Myapas 104b. — A TIOTOM BITIOOJISIIOTCS U KEHSATCS.

— Hunycs, s Tenepsb mo0m0 oiHy-eJMHCTBEHHYIO JKEHIIUHY: TeOs1.

— W npaBuibHo. Torga, Koraa BeIPacTy, 5 ¢ TOOOM Oymy KUTb, ThI K 0€3 MEHS ITPOMa/Ielib.

— DT-TOYHO, — KOHCTaTHpoBal Jlapuyues, 3axX0o/s B KyXHIO, []a TaK 1 BbITapani riasza. — Cymn?
Kotnersi? OTkyna pockorib?

— BaOymika npuesxkana, — B3noxHyna Hunycs. Eii xorenock Obl OXBacTarh, AeCKaTh, 3TO
MIPUTOTOBIIIA, MPOOYH, HO BpaTh ellle He HayuuIach. — 3aryisiHyla B XOJMOAWIBHUK, a TaM BCE €CTh,
HO HYKHO roToBuUTh. OHa M MPUTOTOBMIIA, & 51 TIOMOTAJIA.

Balymika — Mathb ObiBITIel jkeHbl. EcTecTBeHHO, pa3BesICh C Hel, C Telllel OH He TIOIePKUBAT
APYKECKUX OTHOIICHUH, TO3TOMY 03a00THJICS:

— Mawme He I0JI0KHT, 4TO 51 Teds1 TOTI00M MOpPIO?

— Yro 1h1! OHa e TOOUT MeHsI, 3HAUUT, He OyJIeT CepIuUTb.

JleTckast HeMOCPeICTBEHHOCTh — KAYeCTBO 3aMevaTesIbHOe, OTIIMYAETCS OT B3POCIBIX Urp Oec-
XUTPOCTHOCTHIO, & TO MHOU pa3 B3pocias HEMOCPEICTBEHHOCTh CMAaxMBaeT JMOO Ha YMCTBEHHYIO
OTCTAJIOCTh, IMOO Ha Ty CaMyIO ITPOCTOTY, KOTOpasi Xy:ke BOPOBCTBA. B 3TOM cMbICIIe peOEHOK OTKPBIT,
OH TaKOW, KaKoil eCTb, HO U B CBOEM BOCBMIJIETHEM Bo3pacte HuHycs HErsoxo ycBowsa, 4to Ha
MOOBU MOXHO CIIeKylTMpoBaTh. Kak K 3ToMy OTHOCUTBCA? A 4epT ero 3Haer! JlapudeB CiMIIKOM
JOPOXKHUT JOYEPHIO, YTOOBI 3aHUMAThCSI BOCITUTAHUEM U I'PO3UTH MAJIBLIEM, YUTasI JUTUHHbIC HOTALIUH.

[No KyxHe pacrpoCTpaHIIICS apOMaT BapeHbIX TPUOOB U MPUIIPaB, JlaprueB IIyMHO U ¢ Hacja-
KJEHUEM TOTSHYJI HOCOM, TeM BpeMeHeM HuHycs, Kak 3ampaBcKasi XpaHUTEJIbHHUIIA TOMAITHETo
oyara, oCTaBWJIa TapeJIKy C CYIIOM Iepel HUM.

— I'ne oruer? — moesast TEIIMH CyTI, CIPOCKUJI OH.

— B mkosne kak Bcerna, — Hayana nepeyrcaarb Hunycs, HemHoro Kkapraes. — Berpernia MeHst
¥ OoTBeJa oMol TeTs Po3a, y Hee s moena. [Totom aenana ypoku, nmpuexasia 6abyIika ¥ MpUroToBuia
o6en1. MBI ¢ Hell oTyJIsUId, K TBOEMY BO3BPAILICHUIO OHA yOeskasia, He 3HaJla, YTO JJOMOMU Thl PUEIIb
Tak 1o31Ho. [1a, TeI HUYEro He Kyrnu?

— Kynun. 3edup, HO He B 1I0KO/Ia/ie, ILIOKOJAL OTAENBHO. .. — [IeBouka cierena co cTyia u
pBaHysa B npuxoxyio. — Huna AdanacbeBna! He emb Bce cpa3y, MeHs TBosi Mama yobeT. Bmecte
C TBOEH OaOYIIIKOM.

— A MBI UM He CKaxkeM. ¥YX Thl... puctamku! A uurce? 3a0bu1?

— Yuricel — efia BpeHasi, Jydie s Te0e KapTOIIKH Hakapio.

[NoToporuicst OH BBAATH MOKYITKHU: I0Yb KATETOPUIECKH OTKA3AJIaCh ChECTh XOTSI OBl OIHY KOT-
JeTy, HaJuia cebe yalo M yMUHaa 3edup ¢ mokonaaasiMu KoHgeramu. [lotom putyan — Hunycs
Ha HOYb CMOTpeJia MYJIbTHK, Nara BMECTe C Hell B TBICSYHBIN pa3, a 9TO HacTosIast Myka. Jlapuues
B3s1JICS 32 TeJiepoH:

— Hy, kak tBosI mononeyvnasi, [lenucka?

— B roctunune cuaut. E3nuia Ha KBapTUpy yOUTOH, TOTOM B OI0pPO PUTYaJIbHBIX YCIIYT, OTTY/A
BEpHYJIach B TOCTUHUILY M He BbIxoauia. ['opos oHa He 3HaerT, 51 3TO MOHSUI cpa3y, YacTO OCTaHABIIH-
BaJIa MPOXOXHUX M paccrpaivBaia, Kyaa eil uaru. [lotepssHHas oHa Kakasi-To.

— A TbI He ObUT ObI IOTEPSTHHBIM ?

— U3BuHM, AdaHacuii, HO ¢ TIOAMCKOU THI Iiepedpalt.
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— INoxuBem — yBuguM. Ham moBessio, 9to oThicKaiachk cectpa youtoil. Kopoue, ceituac otTpI-
Xau, 3aBTpa ¢ yTpa 3actynut CeHbKOB, BO BTOPOI MOJIOBUHE JIHSI CMEHUIIIb €ro. A /10 IeXKypCTBa,
Oynb 100p, ornpocu JlaiiMy HacueT MpUSITETbHUIL, CIACTCS MHE, TeMHUT OHA.

— Ara, a co MHOH pacKoJIeTCsI, — CKeNTUIECKH XOXOTHY.T JleHuC.

— ThbI 0OasiHEEeM Ha Hee BO3/IEHCTBYH, oOasiHueM, — gajl coBeT JlapuueB. — OHAa MHOTO 3HAeT,
HO JienaeT HauBHBIe Ta3za. K tomy xe, [leHuc, Tebe mpeAcTouT O0MmAThCsl ¢ KPACUBOU KEHIITUHOM,
9TO MPOCTO TOIAPOK.

— 3abpat ObI THI 3TOT MOJAPOK celde.

— He cniops, oniep 751, a He 5. [lo 3aBTpa. Hy-c, Huna AdanachkeBHa, — OOHSUT OH JI0Ub 32 TUIeYH
Y YMOKHYIJI B IIEUKY, — TIOpa CMaTh.

Hunycst 6e3ponoTHO, ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM OTIIPABWIACH CTEIMTh ceOe TOCTelb, 3a0/IHO U TIare,
OHa JIeBOYKa OTBETCTBEHHAsI — TO HanOoJIee TOIXoAIee onpeieieHre, Tak Kak marna He cKa3ai Obl,
YTO OHa elre 1 nocyiHast. Her, varte ciyiaercsi CBO0 MaJleHbKYIO JOYb OH, TPUYEM He HApOUYHO, /1a
Be/Ib JIETH ceiiyac akcesepaThl M BYHICPKHUHIBI, PAHO MPUOOPETAIOT OMpe/ie/ieHHbIe 3HAHM I, HABBIKH,
TMO3UIINIO, B3pOCbie Oe3MepHO OT HUX OTCTaloT. ['0BOPAT, 3TO Jitoau Oyayiero. Bce MoxkeT ObITh.
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3

JlapuueB otBe3 Hunyclo B 1Koy, 10 paboThl OCTaBaJIOCh BPeMsl, OH MOTPATUII €T Ha 3aKYIIKU
IO CIUCKY 1ouepu U Po3bl, KOTOPYIO HaHAJI IPUCMAaTPUBATh 3a AEBOYKOW, HY U 10 XO3SIICTBY [IOMOYb.
3aexaB BO IBOP IMPOKYpPaTyphl U 3aNIyIIMB MOTOP, OH 3aMETUJI 3HAKOMYIO (pUTYpY, HOANMPABILYIO
CIIMHOM CTEHKY y BXOJa — KaK Xke ee ooouTn? JlapruueB ocTaHOBIICS HapOoTUB BepoHuKuM Ha pac-
CTOSIHUM BBITSIHYTOM PYKH, OHAa CMOTpeJia B CTOPOHY M BHH3, MOJTYaJja, 3arOBOPUJI OH:

— bouteck, 4ro oHa ynaner?

— KT0? — BCKMHYa Ha HEro HenmoHUMaloIye ria3a BepoHuka.

— Crena. Bbl ee Tak craparesibHO MOAUPAETE. . .

— 4l Bac xkny, — cBesia OpOBU OHA.

— B Takom city4ae miporiry B KaOUHeT.

JlaprueB Kocuiicsl Ha MOAO3pEBaEMyI0, KOTOpasi MOAHUMANIACh 32 HUM IO JIECTHHUIIE, OyITO
BeJIyT ee Ha 3madoT, He MEeHbIIe, HEBOJILHO OHA BhI3bIBAJIA YJIBIOKY. BripoyeM, rpenHo HacMeXaThCst
HaJ| JICBYIIIKOM, MOTYYHBIIEH B HACJIEICTBO HE TOJNBKO cUYeT B OaHKE, HO U TPYH CECTPhl BMECTE C
TIOAITICKON O HEBHIE3]IE.

— Cnymaio Bac, — ckaszaj OH B KaOWHeTe, YCEeBIIUCh 3a CTOJ.

Beponuka kycana ryObl, omyctuB miaza. O#, Kak ke TSKeJo el IPOCUTh, a MPUIILIa OHA C
MPOChOOM, BHE BCSIKOTO COMHEHMSI, BE/Ib 3TOT ee IIar ObLT MPOIyMaH 3apaHee, HO, pa3yMeeTcs, He
ef0. He noxiaBImch ot Hee HU «a», HU «0», JlapuueB, 00XBaTUB MOIOOPOIOK PYKOH, OTHOBPEMEHHO
3aKpPbIB POT, YTOO HE BbIIATh HACMEIILIUBYIO YJIBIOKY, CKa3a:

— Ionro mbI OyemM Momuath? BeikiiagpiBaiiTe, 4To Tam y Bac.

— V MeHs HMYETO He moiydaercsi, — OypkHyJa BepoHuKa, a Tak THXO, YTO OH CHeJIajl B/,
Oy/ATO TYroBar Ha yXo:

— Yro-uro?

OHa BCKMHYJIA HAa HETO HETOIYIOIIUE 1JIa3a, a TOH B3sla TPeOOBATENIbHBIN, CJIOBHO €€ 3a00ThI
OH MIPOCTO 00s13aH B3BAJUTH HA CBOU TUICYU:

— MHe HyXHa CMpaBKa... TO €CTh CBUIETEILCTBO, WU 3aKJII0YEHUE O CMEPTH. .. O€3 ITOro He
JayT MecTa Ha KJIaJIOUIIIe U He TpoaxyT rpo0. Kaxkercs, emie cripaBKy U3 MIWIHIAY. .. [la, acmopt
MOEH CecTpsbl, a OH JIMOO y Bac, JIMOO B KBapTUpPE, KaK MHE ObITh?

— Bomnpoc peaemslii, He Hy’KHO HEpPBHUAYATb.

— D10 He Bce. [leHer y MeHsI B 00pe3, N3BHUHUTE, TOCTUHHMILY TIOCTIe TIOXOPOH s He MOoTsHY. [1e
MPUKaKeTe KUTh JI0 BalMX BblsicHeHuii? Ha ynuie? Miu B Baiiem kaOunete?

Bce nuio no many ! [loatomy Jlapuues He caenai 3ameyanusi BepoHuke HY 110 MOBOY TOHA, HU
IO TMOBOJY HaIJIbIX MPETeH3MU, a OTPaHUYMIICS] KOPOTKUM BOIPOCOM, AaBasi MOHSTh, YTO MPUJIOKUT
HEKOTOpbIe YCUIIUSL B PEIIEHUU W STOW TIPOOJIEMBI:

— Bammwm npegnoxenus?

— Pa3pemite MHe NOXUTh B KBApTUPE CECTPbl? 3HAI0, 40 BCTYIUIEHUS B PaBa HAaCJeIOBAHUS
WM KaK TaM Ha I0pUANYECKOM SI3bIKE... 1 HE UMEI0 IpaBa... XoTd noyemy? KBaptupa Bce paBHO
Terneppb OyneT Mosl.

— A Ipyrux HacJIeJHUKOB Yy Balllell CECTpPBI HET, KTO MOT OBl OCTIOPHUTH 3aBelliaHue?

— Ecnu 6 6bU1d, Bel ObI 3HAM O HUX.

3arnyna. Manocth nepenyTaia poccuiickyio nmpokyparypy ¢ osiBimM KI'b, Hy ga nagHo, oH
MOJHSJICS, 3aKPbIBAsl HA KJIIOY SIIIMK CTOJA, CKAa3al:

— IlomoxnuTe MeHs 371eCh.

B kopupope JlapuueB no3sonun [denucy, npeaynpeaus, uyto cerongHs Beponuky [loirux oH
OepeT Noj1 JIUYHYIO OTIEKY.
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Henuc gyBcTBOBaT: JlaiiMa mpuTamiach 3a ABEPbI0 KBAPTUPHI, HE JBIIINT, 2 OH Ha TO U OIfep,
4100 00J1aJaTh TepIIeHNEM, HACTBIPHOCTBIO U TIPO30PIUBOCTHIO, TOSTOMY JABUJI HA KHOIKY 3BOHKA,
He niepectaBasi. OHa XKJIeT, KOrJja eMy HaJI0eCT, HO U4ToO 3psl He HaJleslach, OH Mepej IIIa3KoM AepikKal
packpbitoe ynoctoBepenue. M Tak B TedyeHue nsATHaauatd MuHyT. Hepeol cnami. Koneuno, y Hee,
100 MIETKHYJ 3aMOK, PUOTKPBUIACH IBEPH C IIETIOYKOM, B HETO BIMJIMCH /IBa HEAOOPOKeIaTeIbHbIX
r1a3za 00KEeCTBEHHOW KPaCOTHI.

— Yro Hano? — npomypibikaia Jlaiima.

A OH el — ynbIOKY J10 yIiei:

— [TonuTs.

3acornes, OHa yIIuIa, He 3aXJIONHYB ABEPU, BCKOPE BEPHYJIACh C YaIIIKOU, POTSHYJIA B IIMPOKYIO
11eIb.

— Kunsuenast? — ocenomusics JleHuc, 6epsi Jarnky.

— @unbrpoBaHHas. — Jlaiima onepnach CIMHOI O CTEHY, CKPECTUB PyKHU Ha Py/Ad, OH BBIIWI,
BEpHyJI rocyay. — Bee?

— A noroBoputh?

—l'oBopu, — NoxaB 11e4aMu, TEM CaMbIM BbIPa3UB HE3AMHTEPECOBAHHOCTb, UTO HA CAMOM JIEIe
OBLIO HE TaK, ckasayia Jlaima.

— [Ipamo 3xech? — caenan HauBHO-yAMBIIEHHBIE 71a3a JleHuc, BOCHO/Ib30BaBILUChH €€ IPUEMOM,
Be/Ib YMHBIN YUHUTCS IO CTAPOCTH, @ OH cUMTall cedst yMHbIM. — MoxeT, npuriacuiib? Yaitkom moda-
JIyeMCcsl, 3. .. €CJI YTOCTHIIb, KOHEYHO.

Jlaiima cmepwiia ero HaCMELUIMBBIM B3IJISIOM, NMTULA-TO HABCKUAKY IOMNANach HEKpyIHaf,
OTCIOZIa ¥ OTHOIIIEHHE K Hell npeHeOpexuTebHoe, YTo mpocek [lenuc. BeposiTHO, OHa He 3HAEeT, KTO
Ha CaMOM JieJie BApUTCS B CIIEICTBEHHOM KOTJIE, — B 33/1a4y OIepaTUBHUKA BXOIUT HE TOJIBKO COOPATh
CBEZIEHMSI, IOTIPOCUB (DPUTYPAHTOB, HO U ClIeJaTh BHIBOIBI, BBIYMCIUTH MIPECTYITHHUKA, a TO U 3a/ep-
XKaTb ero.

EcrectBeHHO, ee cHeaso JII0OONBITCTBO, C YeM OH IOXkKaJIoBaJl, TOTOMY OHa ImycTuia JleHnca
B KBapTUPY, YKa3aB MMOBEJIUTEIbHBIM KECTOM, KyAa UITH — Ha KyXHIO.

— Yero He oTKpbIBaJIa? — padoTas MOJ MPOCTauKa, YeMy CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIA BHEIITHOCTD, CIIPOCHIT
oH. — Bourbcs, 4ro u 1ebs1, Kak moapyr?

B cepaonax JlaiiMa rpoxHyna 4ailHUKOM O IUTUTY, PE3KO MOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY M NpPOpbIUaa,
CJIOBHO 37100Hast pypusi:

— CKOJBKO pa3 MOBTOPSITh — Mbl HE ObUTM MOApyramu!

— CIoKOMHO, CTIOKOMHO. .. — JlomomHuTeNbHO JIeHUC 1 %&ecToM ee yTuxoMmupupai. — He Obun
Tak He Obuth. CTaBb yaitHuk. Ho BBI ke BcTpevanuch?

— Hy u ut0o? — ckazana Jlaiima.

— /1 B HEKOTOPHIX M3BECTHBIX 3aBEJEHUSX Bac BUeIU BMecTe. B kade, Hanpumep, B pectopa-
Hax, K1y0ax...

— Ecnm 51 nHOTIA X0AMI1a B Kabak ¢ JEBYOHKAMHU BHIITUTH PIOMOYKY JIMKEPA, 3TO eIlle He 3HAUMT,
YTO MBI JIPYKUJIH.

— Th1 1 youiiiry Oyzens yoekaaTh Tak ke, Kak MeHsi? A OH MoBepuT?

Jlaiima BbITapalmia ria3a, XoTs OHU Y Hee U Tak Ha IOJI-JIMLA, [IPUYEM JIa3ypHOTO KoJiepa, ax
ayx 3axBaTbiBajio. Korza oHa npuciiyckana pecHULbl, Ja3ypb COEAMHSIIACh CO 3pauKaMu, U OTTYyAa
JIUJIaCh TIPUTATATEIbHO-TIOpoYHas SHeprus. [loka oH pasdupasics ¢ acconmanusmu, Jlaitma u mute-
YHMKU MOJHSIIA, XOXOTHYJIa, MOJI, s BCSI B U3YMJICHUH, & ThI, OTIEPOK, OCJICHbI 00bEJICS WITU OOKYPHUIICS
aHam. Aptuctka. Ho v OH apTHUCT elrie TOT — XOTh B KMHO, XOTh Ha TIOAMOCTKH ero 3acyHb. CoopyauB
Ha (pU3MOHOMMHM OropyeHue, JIeHnc pazouapoBaHHO B3/I0XHYI:

— 3HauuT, Thl HE 3Haellb, 3a 4T0 3uHKy [onrux... — Toruac JlaiiMa jagoHb MPUIIOKWIA K
rpyad, HaOpaja B TpyAb BO3dyXa U coOpasach JaTh HAUCTPAIIHEUIIYIO KJIATBY, UTO HUYETO eil He
u3BeCTHO. JleHuc NoHsT pyKy, ocTaHaBMBas ee: — JlagHo, nagHo. Bepio. Hy, naBaii yaid, 4ro ju.
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HeBymika... CoOCTBEHHO, Kakasi oHa JeBymika? Eil 3a TpHAIIATHUK, a CKOJIBKO TOYHO, HE OIpe-
aenuT HUA ofuH dKcriepT. Ho korma Jlaiima 3acyetusiach, BAPYT MpeoOpasuBIIMCh B IOHOE CO3JaHUE,
JleHnC MoAMETHII, YTO TIPU 3TOM BO3pACT y Hee CTepcs /10 HepealbHO HIKHUX rpanuil. Ho 3toro
Masio. OHa BHE3AIHO U 10 HEOObSCHUMBIM MPUYMHAM CTaJsla TaKOW, KAKOW OH XOTesl Obl ee BUIETh,
BepHee, Kakue eMy HpaBsTcsl. HaBakaeHue 3To Wi KoJIoBcTBO? JIeHUC 1axke CTpYXHYJ — a Hy Kak
MIPEBPATUTCS MUJIAsl XO3SIOIIKA B HEUTO CTpaliHoe U OechopMeHHoe, UMeolee Iynaibla, Kak y
ocbmuHora? IllyTtka, koHeuHo, TeM He MeHee Jlaiima Kakas-To HeyJoBMMas (B IUIAaHE XapakTepa),
TaK Cpa3y M He CKakelllb, 4To oHa 3a mTydka. C Tpygom JleHuc Beaymancs B ee medeTaHue, TOJIbKO
KOTJIa JIOKKY 3BSIKHYJIM B YalllKax:

— ...He MOTY 3HaTh BCETO, a OT MeHS TPeOyIOT.

— Uro Tpedyior u KT0? — B0 ouHTepecoBasicst oH. Kerary, JleHuc Ha camoM fieie pa3MsK,
TaK Kak Iojiaraj, 4To KeHIIMHY pacKojeT 3a Mapy MUHYT, HO HE BBIIIUIO. DTO OTOPUUTENBHO.

— Kro! Bamm, koHeuno! A TpeOyioT, 4TtoObl s jana nokaszanus. Kakve nokazaHus, oTKyzaa
B3sUTH, UTO I IJ1aBHbIN cBUAETeNb?.. Huuero He 3Halo, HUYEro He BUJENA. . .

— Tebe mo moOpoTe IyNMIEBHOW CKaxy. — A 4TOO JOBEPUTETHHOCThH BBITJIS/IEA OPraHUYHO,
Henvc npunsuHyscs ommke kK Jlaitme, Oyato B KBapTHpe, KpOMe HUX, €llle KTO-TO ecTh. — B TpyOe
3unsl [Jonrux TBOM HOMep oOHapyXkeH. .. BOT naii cioa TBOIO TpyOKY, YTO-TO TIOKAKY.

He pasraznas nonsoxa, Jlaiima BHITOpXHYJIA U3 KyXHH, OBICTPO BEPHYJIACH U MOJIOKUIIA COTOBBIH
TeseoH Ha CTOJI, 3aTeM IpallMO3HO MPHUCENa Ha CTYJ U B3sla vamky. [leHuc, HeTuioxo pa3oupas-
IIAIACS B MOJENAX U (pupMax, OBICTPO Hakajl Ha KHOMOYKH, TPOCMOTPEB CIIMCOK KOHTAKTOB, BHIIISI-
T ry0y, MOHMMaloIIe 3akuBaB. Pasymeercs, Jlaiitma 3auHTepecoBaiach:

—Yt0? Yto THI TaM Hatuen?

— Hy BoT, cMoTpu... — OH pa3BepHyJ K Hell TeedoH, a OKa3biBal MajbleM. — Y Teds 311ech
nMeHa, haMITUM — Kak ynoOHo Tebe, Tak v BHocwia, aa? A Bot... CII. Mmm 3H. YV 3uHbl TOYHO
TaK k€ BHECEHbI TBOM AaHHbIe 1of] OykBamu: JIM. A nMest HOMep, BbISICHUTh, KTO CKPBIT 32 OyKBaMU
«JIM», He TpynHo: Tol. 3H — 3una, CI — Caiua. [Tonsna?

Jlaiima OTKHMHY/ach Ha CITUHKY CTYJIa, JOTa/IaBIIUCh, YTO OH ee pa3Bel. JIasyph B I1azax norem-
Hesa 6e3 CIMSIHUS CO 3pauyKaMH, ryObl JIeprajiich — 10 BCei BUIMMOCTH, X XO3sIKa Mpuiarajia ycu-
M, 9TO0O OHHM HE BHITOBOPUJIU TO, YTO BEPTEJIOCh Y Hee Ha si3bike. Ho oHa BocrnuTaHHas, He mocmera
M3MEHUTDb ceOe, BCero-To HanoMHuia Jlenucy:

— Tebs1, HaBepHOE, AOMA KAYT. . .

— He-a, MeHs He XIyT, — AONMBAsi Yai, 3aBepri1 OH. HakoHell MocTaBiil Yaiiky Ha Oofie u
yXe C IOJTHBIM OCHOBaHUEM, KaK eMy Ka3aJioch, 3asBWI: — BUAMIIb M, KOAUPOBAHME Y Bac OJMHA-
KOBOE, CJIe/I0OBaTEIbHO, HATIPAIIMBAETCS MBICITb, YTO CHEaHO 3TO HE CIIy4YaiHO, a 1O JI0TOBOPEHHO-
cru. Crenytonasi MbICJIb TPUIILIA caMa COOOM: BCE Bbl WIEHBI OIHOM TPYIIIBI, C OIHUMHU LIEJISIMU U
3agayamu. [TockonbKy Havascs, roBopsi 0Opa3HO, OTCTPE Balled IPyMIibl, CTaJIO0 ObITh, BbI YCIIEIH
KOMY-TO C/IeJIaTh KpyIHYyIo ragocts. Komy, Jlaiima?

[Noxaunyii, HA OflHA U3 SMOIMI HEe YMTAETCs TaK XOPOIIO, KaK CTPax, OH YAUBUTEIbHO MEHSIET
YEpTOUKM JIUIIA, MpoAaBas camo yuio. Ho ynpsmcrBy JlaitMel. .. Tak U Jie3nu Ha yMm [leHucy ciioBa
«MOXHO T03aBUIOBATH», 14 TOJIBKO 3aBUJIOBATh TYT HEUeMy, MO0 YIPSIMCTBO — 3TO HEOTheMJIeMast
cocTapJystonias rynocti. iMeHHo riynocts ycramu JlaiiMbl ckaszana:

— Tebe mopa, 10 cBUAHUS.

— XOpoIio, — HEXOTs OTHSUICS OH. — A ThI 3aIIOMHU: KOTrJa TeOsl IBIPHYT HOKOM — JIOJKEH
MPeAYNPEaNTh, YTO ITO OOJIBHO, — ThI OXKAJIECIThb, YTO HE BOCHOIb30BAJIACH IIAHCOM.

— Tomaii, Tomaii, — He BblIEpKasla BOCIUTAHHOCTH JIaliMbI U Mepenia Ha TpyooCTb.

M-na, OH He UCKpa, 3aKeub ceil (pakes He cymen. JIeHnc IBUHYI K BHIXOAY, HO, BCE €Ille HaesICh
Ha CBOIO CIIOCOOHOCTh YOE3K/1aTh, MBITAJICS BHITAIIUTD U3 HEE CBE/ICHUS:

— Ckaxu xotb, KTO Takass MP? Mapus, na? Vi Muppa, Mapra? I'ne ona? Ha 3BoHKM He
OTBEYaeT, a HOMep 3aperMCTPUPOBAH HA TBOE UMsI, 3HAYUT, TPyOy oTnania ei Tol. Kak ee HaiiTh?
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Jlaiima mMoua pacnaxHyna ABepb M YCTYNUJIa eMy JOPOTY C HAIBIIEHHOCTBI0 OCKOPOIEHHOM
aypbl. Huuero He ocTaBasioch, Kak BBIMTH BOH, HO B CaMblid [TOC/IEAHUI MOMEHT JIeHHC Pe3KO M3MEHUIT
MapIipyT, npuxai Jlaiimy K cTeHe U, CXBaTHB 3a TOPJIO, MPOIIUIET B KPACUBEHbKOE JINUUKO:

— Hy, TbI XOuemIb CI0XHYTh — 51 MOT'Y 9TO IOHSITh, HABEPHO, TeOe HE XBATAET OCTPHIX OIIYIIEHHI,
KakK OHU ecTb, HO MP nipu uem? OHa, MOXET, He JKeJaeT MOIyIUTh Mepo Moz pedpo. ..

— 4 3akpuuy. — A cama nipoxpuriesa, BeJib Orep C:kKUmMall ropio.

— Opu. 4 ynocroBepeHre MoKaxy, CKaxy, 4TO Thl HA MEHs Hamaja. ..

— Ilycru... neux...

C nmocaioil OH TOJIKHYJN ee BITyOb KBapTupbl. JlaiiMa OyKBajbHO TOILIBUIA Ha3al, KOrjga OH
pasKaj MaJiblibl, a TOTOM BCE ke TPOXHYJIaCh Ha TOJI.

— ’KuBw, Tebde x Heponro ocranock! — JIeHuc 3axJI0MHyJ ABEPb, HO YCIIOKOUTHCS HE MOT, KPHK-
Hy1: — Eciin coGepertib 1o KBapTupe MO3IH, MO3BOHH, HOMep TesiehoHa s KJa1y MOJI KOBPHUK.

OH 371mi1cs Ha cedsl 32 HeCIePKaHHOCTh, 32 HEyMEHHE UCTIONIB30BaTh CUTYAIIUIO, 32 IIEPEOIICHKY
CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEN — BOT TaK M TOSIBIISIIOTCSI KOMIUIEKCHI, KOTOPbIE BIOCJECTBUU MIEpepacTaioT B
MaHUI0, MaHHS B LIH3Y. ..

JleHuC 3aKypuIl U 11eJT 0 IBOpPY B TIOMCKaX YKPOMHOTO MECTa, 4To0 MpOoaHAIM3UpOBaTh, TJe,
KOTJIa ¥ KaKyIo OH AOIyCTHII OomuOKy. Bpoze Obl Bce cakeHHO CTpomioch, BApyYT Jlaiima B36ecuach,
nuauoTka. nu ugnor oH?

He ycrnien JleHuc TUTIOXHYTBCS HA CKaMEHNKY MO TPUOKOM, a OHA BOH, BBIIIIATMBAET CKOPHIM
I11aroM BJIOJTb JIOMA, TOPOTTUTCS.

«Kyna a0 JlaiiMa HaMbLIHIIach Cpa3y TOC/e YacTUYHOM acukcuu? — cam cebs Crpocui
Henuc. — [Naxe nepenpimku cede He nana! Ml Hudero BOKpyr He BUIUT... O, CIIOTKHETCS U yIaeT
Ha TAKMX BBICOKMUX KaOJyKax...»

JoxaBimch, Koraa JlaiiMa moBepHET 3a yrojl, OH OTOPOCKII CUTapeTy U PBaHyJI 3a HEell.

3uHanza BO3Bpallaiack JOMoi, nosesan Jlapuues, IpUMEpPHO B YETBEPTOM 4acy yTpa, Ile OHa
ObUIa U TOYEMY BO3BpAILlAJIaCh B CTOJIb MO3IHUIA 4ac — HEU3BECTHO.

TakcucTt HermpeMeHHO NojBe3 Obl ee K MOAbe3/ly, HO OHA MOYeMY-TO MPEANowIa UATH Yepes3
CKBEp, a He 0OOTHYJIa €ro BAOJb JOMOB, Ifie XOTs Obl ecThb ocBellleHue. Ilepecekast Mo AuaroHaIn
(0 YeM CBHUIETEIbCTBOBAIN CJIEbl OT ee KaOIyKOB) 3apOCIINi, paBja, HeOOJbIION y4acTOK, OHA
NOJIyYMJIa CMEPTEJIbHBIE PAHEHUSI M CKOHYAJIACh HA MECTE.

Vike B 1eCTb yTpa ee Tpyn OOHAPY UM KWIJIbIBI TOTO XK€ A0Ma, B KOTOpOoM 3WHaujaa Mpo-
’KMBaJa, O3BOHWIM B Munnuio. [Ipy Hell He ObUIO CyMOYKH, UTO JUIsl )KEHIIIMHBI HEECTECTBEHHO,
JOJDKHA K€ OHa TAe-TO JiepXkaTh KJIIOYM OT KBapTHUPHI, IUIATOK, MyAPEHUIly, KOLIEJIEeK M Mpovue
MeJo4n?

JlapnueB IeCTBUTEIBHO B35U1 3200TH BepoHuKy Ha ce0sl, OCTaBIIsLI ee XK AaTh B MallHE, a caM
OTIPABJISIJICA 32 CIIPABKAMHU, HO U TIPH €T'0 ONIEPATUBHOCTH I0ObIYa OyMaXkeK 3aHs11a TIOUTH BECh JeHb !
A ckosbko ToHagoOmnoch Obl Bpemenu Beponuke? AX ja, 3uHa He MPOCTO ymepliasi B TPUIIATH
ATH JIET OT TSKEJION U POAOJKUTENBHON O0JIe3HH, OHA 3BepcKy 3ape3aHa. Ho Bce paBHO coOupaHue
BCEX 3THX OyMaXkeK pa3Be He U3/IeBATesIbCTBO HaJ MPOCTHIMUA CMEPTHBIMU ?

— CymKky 3a0pan youiiiia, — ckazana BepoHuka, nopaxasich nayse, Kotopyio caenan Jlapuues,
OyITO HEe MOHMMAJI, YTO KIMEHHO MTPOM30IILIO B TY HOUb. — Y Bac 3TO Ha3bIBaeTcsl — pa300itHOe Hama-
JIeHUE C LIeJIbI0 OrpadieHus, Tak?

Haxonsich 3a pyaem no nytu ciefoBanus K qomy 3uHauapl, Jlapuue Ha 3asiBiieHne BepoHuku
Y YXOM He I0BeJI, a el Hy)kHa sICHOCTh. OHa J1ajia MOAIMUCKY O HEBbIE3/Ie, JaHHBIN (DAaKT TPEBOKUIL.

— Bul fymaerte nHaue? — cipocuiia OHa, KOIrja fay3a Nnepelula Bce BO3MOKHbIE I'PaHULIBL.

— Yragamm, — TOJIBKO U cKa3ail Jlapuues.

MHoro3HaumTeIbHOE MOJYAHUE CJIeA0BaTellsl JEHCTBOBAJIO HA HEPBHI, Kak OyATO OH 3HaeT
OoblIie, YeM MOIJIO MoKasaThesl. Bo3mokHo, Beponuky JlapuueB u He Oepet B pacyet. Ho eif kak
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KUTH B pOJIM TIO03peBaeMoii ? Bripouem, OH elrie 3Toro He ckas3ajl HanpsiMyIo, IPOCTO B3LT TOATUCKY,
MOTOMY YTO Y Hee eCTh MOTHB, & MOTHB JIaJIeKO He BCerjaa ykasbiBaeT Ha... [a uro xe, BepoHuka
ponHyio cectpy npurimia? Kakum odpazom?!

— Ckaxwure, OybTe JIIOOE3HBI, 4TO BB [yMaeTe IO IMOBOY CMEPTU MOEeH CecTphl? — MpUcTaa
oHa K JlapuueBy, n30paB TpeboBatebHbIi TOH. — O0s3yI0Ch BalllM TaiiHBI HE pasriamars. Hekomy!
VY MeHs 31ech HeT 3HaKOMBIX. [loueMy Bbl MOJTYMTE, YepT BO3bMH? 3aCTaBUIIM TOAIHCATH OYMaxXKy,
sl TAK YyBCTBYIO, BBl MEHsI OCTaBUTE 0e3 paboThl, O3 3aMykecTBa, O€3 CPEe/ICTB K CYIIECTBOBAHUIO,
HO TOBOPHTH, B YeM IIPUYMHA KECTOKOTO OOpaIlieHHsi cO MHOH, He xkenaete? YyaHeHbKo!

— He 3nutech, — MUpHO, B OT/IMUME OT Hee, cKasan JlapuyeB, OMHOBPEMEHHO OCTaHABIIMBAS
MamrHy. OH OTCTErHYJ peMeHb 0e30aCHOCTH, IOBEPHYJICS K Held, YJIOKHUB JIOKOTh Ha PYJib, BTOPOM
Ha CMIUHKY Kpecna, U Haval: — Bpsia M 370 orpadiieHne, rpabuTesTio TOCTaTOUHO OTTYIIUTD KEePTBY.
Jla, He Bcerja OH pacCUMTHIBAET CHITY, B pe3y/IbTaTe MOKET MPOM30MTH CMEPTh OT yAapa, HalpuMep,
110 TOJIOBE. . .

— Pa3Be rpabutenu He MoNbB3yI0TCS Opy)kueM? — Bo3paswia Beponnka. — Hoxamu, muctore-
TaMU, IUJIAMHU BCIKUMU?

— Ho B xox myckaiot peaxo. [laxe eciu u MmycKarioT, 10CTaTOYHO OfIVH Pa3 yAapuTh HOXKOM — BCE,
XKepTBa OT OO He CIOCOOHA COMPOTHUBIIATHCS. DTO XOPOILO 3HAIOT ITPadUTENH, TEM HEe MEeHee Balllei
CecTpe HaHEeC/H TATh YAAPOB, MATh! 3HAUNT, OMIIM HABEpHSIKA, YTOO OHA CITyYaliHO HEe BBIKUJIA.

— W uro?

— A TO, YTO 3TO YOMIICTBO HE BIMCHIBAETCS B CTAHAAPTHOE OrpalieHue.

— Ho cymouky...

— Cymouky youiinia mpuxsartul, aa. Ho as kakux nesneit? Yro 6010 B Held? Bapyr Tam jexana
Belllb, KOTOPYIO 3MHAW/1a He OT/IaBajia, a eMy OHa ro3ape3 Obuia HyxHa? U He UCKJTIoYeHo, UTo youiiia
I11eJT BMECTe C Hell 4epe3 CKBep. ..

— 3a Hent? — yrounuia Beponuka.

— Her, c Heii. He uckimioueHo, YTO OH €€ COMPOBOXIAII.

3t0 MeHs10 Aeno. Benp Jlapuyes 1ai MOHATD, YTO MOA03peBaeT He BepoHuKy, 3HAYUT, BBIITY-
CTUT ee U3 TOpofia, a Kak el MeuTajJoch yMYaThCsl OTCIOAA — He MOMJIeKUT onvcanuio. He ycnena
3apOOUTHLCS MBICIBL O CBOOOJIE, KaK Ha Iieud BepoHMKM B3rpoMo3iuiach BUHA: 3WHAWABI HET, U
OoJbllle HUKOTAA He OydeT, a OHa TOIIONICHA JIMITh COOCTBEHHOUM MPOOJIEMON, O cecTpe HeAOCyT
noruiakate. Heyxenu 3a 31o Bpemsi BepoHuka noiHOCThIO HCTpeOuia B cede qyIiry 1o Mpumepy KoJ-
ner? Te dyxue BOTHEHHS C MEPEKUBAHUSMU OTTOPTaloT, MPEANOYUTAIOT TOJIBKO MO3UTHB, 3aTO UX
TPOHB, TaKHe 3yObl TOKAXYT — OT OIHOTO BU/IA YIAJEIIb 3aMEPTBO.

— O uem BbI gymaere? — o3anaunsics Jlapuues, He CIyCKaBIIMI BCE 3TO BPeMsI C Hee IJ1a3.

— A? — B3aporuysa BepoHnka, O4YHyBIIHCh.

— Ha Bartiem smiie BopaxeHUE MEHSIETCS €XKeCEeKYH/IHO, CIIeJOBATENIbHO, C TAKOU K€ CKOPOCTBIO
MEHSIIOTCS M MbIC/U. VIHTepecHo, uTo BbI TaM cebe daHTasupyere?

— Mowu ¢aHTa3um Ha OHY TEMY: XOuy IOXOPOHUTH CECTpY M yexarb. OTIycTuTe MeHs, a?

OH noMeHs1T o3y, CHOBA CEB MPSIMO U YCTABMBILKCH B JIOOOBOE CTEKJIO, — HU JIaTh HU B3AITh
PUMCKUI MOJIKOBOIETI 3arvisiiesicsi Baaib. Hy, XoTh nay3sa amsace Henosnro, Jlappdes pasBes pykamu,
HACKOJIbKO TIO3BOJISIJIO MPOCTPAHCTBO, M C COKAJIEHHUEM B3IOXHYJT:

— He mory.

— INouemy?! — 3aneprasiach Beponuka. — [Touemy, nouemy?

— Hamm Bepcunt MoryT ObITh OITMOOYHBIMH, @ MOTUB TTOKa TOJIBKO Y Bac.

— Xa-xa. .. Kakoii? Kakoit motus?

— Bbl cHUMaeTe KBapTupy, a CO CMEPTHIO CECTPHI. ..

— Boixoaut, 51 yowia 3uHy u3-3a KBapTUpHI, Aa? — B3BUHYEHHO nepeduina Beponuka. — Bel 310
umeere B BUIY? A y MeHs amuou!

— Heyxenu?
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— Ha-na-na! Ecte! MeHs kaxapIil IeHb U BeuepaMu Bujesia Macca Hapony. py3bs, 3HaKOMBIE,
Kosuierd... § e padotao! B npunmunoii pupme! 51 nuzaitHep. . .

— YOwuiicTBa TaKOro pojia 3aKa3blBAIOT KUJUIEPaM.

[paBwibHOE OBUIO MEpBOE BrIEYaT/IEHHE OT Hero: JlapuueBa He MPOHATH HUYEM, OH UMEET B
3amace CTO BO3pakeHHId Ha OIMH BOILUIb. BepoHuKa cTyxiia:

— 3HauuT, s y Bac THIIA 3arlacHOTo BapraHTa? Bepcuu JIOMHYT, a TyT cecTpuika yOUTOH, Tak?

— M-M... npumepHO, — 6€33aCTEHYMBO CO3HAJICS OH.

— Hy v umHWYHBIN e y Bac MOAXo[, — Mpe3puTebHO Opocmiia Beponnka. — 3Hana 0, Kak y
HAc B CTpaHe OOCTOSAT Jiejla C MOMCKAaMU IMPECTYIHUKOB, yApayia Obl MOAANIbIIEe OT TPAHUI] HAIIETO
rOCyJapcTBa — Ha BCAKUM CITyYa.

— Bul npuexanu, — ykasaj OoH Ha obe3[l. — Bot kimou.

BepoHnuka BbipBaJia KJII0Y, OTKpbUIA ABEPILY, HO, CTYIIMB HOTOM HA TPOTyap, OOEPHYIIACH:

— Tam Gymaxka C meyarsiMu. .. Ha JBEPH.

— Hy u yto? CpeiBaiiTe, OTKpHIBANITE. . .

— Her yx, ver yx. ToNbKO BaM JIMYHO JOBEPSIIO CHATH OYMakKy, a TO BBl k€ TOTOM MEHS
OOBHMHUTE el1le B 4YeM-HUOY/Ib cTpaiHoM. Miemte, upemre, nHaye U3 MalllMHbl HE BBINAY.

VYrpo3a nopeiicTBOBaNa, Majo TOro, OH CAENa OJO/DKEHUE — B3sT yeMonaH BepoHuku, KoTo-
pbiii 3a0pajii U3 TOCTUHHIIBL.

JloMy He MCHOJHWIOCH M TOfa CO AHS CAa4YM B KCIUTyaTaluio, OIbe3] He yCHes BIIUTATh
3amaxu KUJIbIIOB U KOIIEK — BEYHBIX CITyTHUKOB MHOroO3Ta)eK. BooOie-To 1Bepy HaJle:)KHO 3ariu-
paloT Ha KOJIOBBIE 3aMKH, O€3/I0MHBIM KOIIIKaM Clofla He MPOHUKHYTh O€3 MOMOIIM YesIoBeKa, HO
OfIHOM ynasioch. BuHo, oHa 100 K/1asia, Korjaa OTKpOoeTcs IMyTh K cCBOOO/IE U pBaHyJia K Hell Ha BcexX
YeThIpex Jianax. BepoHuKa ToJIbKO YBU/IeNa CBEPKHYBILUE IbsIBOIBCKHE I71a3a, HECYIIHECs MPSMO Ha
Hee U3 TEMHOTHI MOIbE3/1a, OTHOBPEMEHHO TacHYBIINE, KaK Jamroyku. OT cTpaxa oHa 3aKphyasia.
Jla moGas keHIHa 3a0paja Obl U KUHYyJIach OexaTh, a BepoHHKa 3acThlia B OllETIEHEHUH, HO KOT/Ia
HEUTO ’KMBOE U OOMaHUYMBO IIEJIKOBOE KOCHYJIOCH €€ IIMKOIOTOK, OHA KyJa-TO BCKapaOKasach, JIUIIb
OBl TIOBBIITIE, CHOBA 3aKPHUYaB.

— BbI ut0, Koliek He Bujienu? — crpocu Jlapuues.

— A? Dro 6bu1a komka? [Ipocras? — He Bepuiia OHa.

— a yx kyna npoue. I'paxganka JJoarux, Bel ONIYIIAIM BCEX CBOMM BHU3IOM, K TOMY XK€
3aJ1e3/M Ha MeHsl. .. Bain yemoyas, BB — HE MHOTO JIM JIsl OHHOTO?

He BuHOBaTa oHa, 4TO B MOABE3/IE OKa3a/Iach €IMHCTBEHHAS! BO3BBIIIEHHOCTDb — JlapuueB, 1a u
MIPBITHYJIA HA HETO, CXBaTUBIIIMCH 32 CTAIBHYIO 1110, A TAKKe MO KaB HOTH, HEOCO3HAHHO. IHCTUHKT
CaMOCOXPAHEHUs CUJIbHEN NPUIMYMiL. DTO BCE MPOHECIOCh B TOJI0BE, U3BMHUTLCS BepoHuka naxe
He TojiyMasia, repeObeTcsi rpaxAaHuH HavyalbHUK.

Ha nnomanke JlaprueB 1eMOHCTpaTUBHO OTOZIPAJI TIOJIOCKY C MeYaTsiMu, TIOTPSIC €10 B BO3/yXE,
MOKa3bIBasl TaK Ha3bIBAEMOH MOJO3PEBAEMOM, U XOTeJNl CYHYTh B KapMaH. BepoHuKka He fana, nepe-
XBAaTHB €ro PyKy:

— Haiite cioga... — [TonyuuB «omneuyarky», OHa MOJIOKWIA €€ B CyMOUKY, 3J7I0PaJHO 3asIBUB: —
[TycTh y MeHsI XpaHUTCS, HA HEW BAllM OTIEYATKH.

Komenust! Ognako JlapuueB ¢ cepbe3HOM MUHOW HAIIOMHWIT €l HeMaJIOBaXHbIH (haKT, O KOTO-
POM OHa B MOPBIBE PaJOCTH, 3aXBATHB IMOJOCKY C MeYaTsMH, 1Mo3a0blia:

— W Bamm toxe. [Tpomry!

OH BCTaBWJI KJTIOY B 3aMOYHYIO CKBaXKMHY, JIBa pa3a MOBEPHYII €r0 M pacriaxHy/ ABepb, IpH-
r1aiasi BOMTH nepBoil. He peraBiyiocst nepecTynuth mopor BepoHuKy BOPYT OCEHUIIO:

— A oTKyga y Bac KJioy?

— Bucen B npuxoen 3aracHOM.

— Ho kak BbI BOIILTM B IPUXOKYIO, €C/M Y 3UHBI HE HAIILTA KJiova?
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— Bl kak manenbkas, Beponuka. Heyxenu nymaere, OTKpBITh 3aMOK CJIOKHO? DTO IpoIe
MPOCTOTrO, €CJIA UMETh ClielMaibHble MHCTpyMeHThl. Hy, 3axonuTe, 3axoqure.

Ona Boruia poOko, ¢ HeKeJlaHUEM, TIPeoioJieBast BHYTPEHHU Oaphep U ToOanBasiCh POCTPaH-
CTBa, MIPUHA]IEKABIIEr0 HemoOuMon cectpe. 14Tk JieT — GOJIBIION CPOK, 32 STO BpeMsl TPOUCXOAST
riepeMeHbl, HaBepHsIKa n3MeHuIach M 3uHa. Ceityac BepoHuke mpeicTosio YacTHYHO y3HATh, YTO
TIOSIBUJIOCH HOBOTO B CECTpe, a 3HaTh OHA... He xorena. O 3uHe morpocty 3a0buia, CIUIIKOM OHH
ObLIA pasHble, CJMIIKOM I0-Pa3HOMY CMOTPEJIM Ha KU3Hb U CBOE MECTO B HEH, CIMIIKOM JIAJIeKO
XKWJIM IpYT OT APYTa, XOTs paCCTOSIHUS He MpoliemMa, UMeJIoch Obl XKeJlaHue YBUJIEThCS. A ero, xerna-
HUS, KaK pa3 ¥ He BO3HUKAJIO.

B npuxoxeit IeNKHY/ BBIKJTIOUATEIb, 3arOPEJICsl CBET — HE SIPKUi, OJIeHO-KEeNThId, HO €ro
ObLIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOO pacCCMOTPETh UHTEPhEP, KOTOPBI O MHOI'OM MOXKET PacCcKa3aTb.

3epKajio OT moja /10 MOTOJKa, BUAUMO, 3TO IKad-KyIie; AMBaH-KaHaIle B CTHJIE KaKOTO-TO TaM
o cuety JlIogoBHKa, HA HEM HEOpeKHO OPOIIeH JIerKHid map(HrK BOCTOYHON PACIIBETKH; €Ille OIUH
mKad, y3KUi U ¢ ABEpLIaMK — HaBepHSIKA ISl OOYBH.

CruutbHas1 CTOMKA J151 TPOCTEH ¥ 30HTOB, TPOCTH He ObLIO, 2 30HTUKOB BepoHrKa MUMOX0I0M
HacuuTtania Jyeteipe. Ha crene tenedonnas Tpyoka, potorpadpuul B paMKax — ouemy B IPUXOKEH ?

— Ilpoxonute, He CTECHANTECH, — KPUKHYJI U3 KOMHaThl Jlapruyes.

JlocTonprumMeyaTeIbHOCTH B IPUX0OXel BepoHrKa He Bce paccMoTperna, HO € CTallo SICHO yxke
Ha Topore, 4To 3WHa MaTepUAIbHBIX TPYIHOCTEW HE MCIBIThIBAJIA, HY U claBa Oory. A B KOMHare
POTHK y Hee OTKpbUIcs cam coOoi. CTUIIBHO, /12, HO HEOPATHO, YTO TaK XapaKTEpHO JJIsl CTapIlei
CECTpBI, YeJIOBeKa BO BCEX OTHOILICHUSIX OECTIOPsA0YHOTO.

MebGennb Oenasi, 1axe KoBep y AuBaHa Oesest JUIMHHOM 1mepceThio. U 3neck MHOTrO hotorpadmii
B UEPHBIX paMKaX — TOKe CTUJIBHO CMOTpeuch. OJJHAKO 3TO 3HAK, Tenepb 3MHA U3 YEPHBIX PaMOK
HHUKOIIA HE BBIMOET.

CrpanHo ceds omrymana BepoHnka, momnas B YepToru CECTPHbI, CIIOBHO MOAIISIIBIBAJIA 32 HEM,
OLIEHMBAJIa, IPOHUKHYB TalKOM.

— M-pa, XM3Hb yganach, — OCMaTpUBAsCh, C ONOOPUTENILHON MHTOHALIMEW, HO CO CKETlCHU-
coMm, ckazai Jlapuues. — ZKayb TONMBKO, paHO 3akOHYWIIACk. Ilacmopra Mbl HE HAllLIM, MOXKET, Bam
yAacresl. . .

— BrI nenanum oObIcK? — ouHYmach oHa. — [1oaTomy Takoi 6ecropsiiok ?

— OOBICK Jien1any, HO OECTOPSIOK OCTAJICS OT Balllel CECTPhI, ONIEPATUBHUKU K HEMY HE UMEIOT
oTHomeHus1. Kcratu, Bbl MOXETe MPOYUTATh MPOTOKOJI OCMOTPa KBAPTUPBIL.

Beponuka npucena Ha Kpaii Kpeciia, HeBOJIbHO OOPaTHB I71a3a K MOTOJKY, TOYHEe, K IIOMITE3HOM
JOCTpe, KOTopasi He TapMOHMPOBaJia ¢ 0OCTAHOBKOW, HO B TOM BCsl 3MHA, 000XKaBINasi MOKa3HOEe
6orarctBo. Jlypatikast MbIC/Ib, UTO CTapliiasi CeCTpa BOT-BOT 3aii/IeT B KAKOM-HHOY/Ib HEMBICIIMOM IO
pacuBeTKe U Koo NEeHbloape, He YXOAuIa.

— Korpa ee younmu? — cnpocuia Beponuka.

— Henemo Hazan.

— HenmaBHo... A Kak BBl HAaIIUTH MeHA?

— B kapmaHe xakeTa Balllei cecTpsl Jiekasl COTOBBI TeiehOH, KaK BUANTE, TPAOUTEIh TOYeMY-
TO ero He 3a0pay. — KoneuHo, 310 ObUI HAMEK, MOJ, Thl 3aKa3ayia 3UHKY. — 1 3BOHWJI O CIIUCKY,
Tak HaraJl Ha Bac.

— Iomyuaertcs, s1 e ceOst ¥ OTJaa B Balllk PyKH.

— Hy, ocBauBaiitech, uiure nacnopr, a s oexad. ..

— Croiite! — Bckounna Beponuka. — A eciu He Haiiy nacnopra?

— $1 ke oTHas CpaBKy M3 MIJIMIIMHU U TACTIOPTHOTO OT/AENA B OIOpPO PUTYAIbHBIX YCIIYT, BaM
OCTaeTCsl TOJIbKO 3aIlIaTUTb.

— IMomoxaute, mogoxauTe. .. — BepoHrka mogdexana K Hemy, 3aropojiuB COOOM MyTb.
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— BbI He Moryi Obl 1aTh MHE COTOBBIH TesiehoH 3uHbl? S X049y 0OO3BOHUTH €€ 3HAKOMBIX, HY,
YTOO MPHIIUTU TPOBOAUTS €e. ..

— 3aiiauTe 3aBTpa.

On ymen. Beponuka nponuiack o KOMHaTaM, BTOpasi BbIILIE YPOBHEM U COEIMHSLIIACh KOPOT-
KO JIECTHUIICH, 3arisiHy/Ia B BaHHYIO, MTOCTOsIIa Ha KyxHe... HoyeBath 31ech OyleT HeYIoTHO, Cye-
BEpUS HE UYK/bl U EH.
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4

CHauasia OHa TIOHEC/Iach Ha KeJIe3HOIOPOKHBIN BOK3aJl, KyNuJia OMJIeT Ha IIPUTOPOIHBIN TTOe3],
ceJla B JIEKTPUUKY, a Yepe3 YeThlpe OCTAHOBKM BCKOUMJIA, KaK OIINApeHHasl KUMATKOM, BbICKOUMJIA
Y KyTujia oOpaTHbIN OUJIeT.

Ot a3 Jlaiimbl [leHUCY TPUXOAMIIOCH TPSTAThCS 3@ CIIMHAMH, IIUTAMU C OObBSIBICHUSIMH,
KyCTaMH, JIa)e 32 MeIIKaMH, eMy IOBE3JIO, YTO OHA BBIILIA HA OTHOCUTEJIHO KPYIHOW CTAHLIUM.
HepBo3sHocTtb ee Obl1a oueBuaHa. Jlaiima GecriokoifHO BojiMuIa I1a3aMu BOKPYT, HO, HAXOJSCh B BO3-
OyXJ€HHOM COCTOSTHMM, HUKOTO He 3aMeyasia. Bech ee Buj1, B3JI0OXMaYeHHbI U BCTPEBOKEHHbIN, KPH-
yajr: cOexalia U3 IypKu WIM COPBAlach C 30HbI, HA XyAOH KOHEI CTalllila TOJICTEHHOE MOPTMOHE Y
OW3HEeCMeHa M TpereleT, YTo TOT HacThrHeT ee. [lomo3putensHo Bena cebds Jlaiima, a matpysip u3
ABYX MEHTOB Tpoiies MUMo. JleHuc Obl Ha UX MecTe MOIPOCUII IOKa3aTh JOKYMEHTHI.

Jlaiima, 1o 1aBIIKCh 27IEKTPUYKH, IToexana B ropos. I'ie noruka? He mporyasaTbes ke el B31y-
MaJIoCh B OOIIECTBEHHOM TPAHCIIOPTE MO OKPECTHOCTSIM, KOTOpbIe BCKOpe Hajgoenu? JIeHNC TOIbKO
MOXUMAJI IJIe4aMu, psiyack B TaMOype.

Brlilng Ha meppoH, OHa MO3BOHWJIA. [IeHuC yckopui miar, 4yToO oKa3aTbcsl MOOJIMKE, HO He
paccibllag HU OJHOIO ¢lIoBa — HIyMHO. OcTajoch MOCKAETh Y Hee Ha XBOCTE, CaMa HallPOCHJIACh:
pBaHyJla Ha BOK3aJl (M KyJa-To ke Bedb exaial), HoToM nepegymaia. Yero tak MeJbTeIUThb, €CIH
HIKypa He TOpUT?

Jlaiima noexana Ha TposuleiiOyce 10 nmapka, nocujena B Kade, MOJOKUB Ha CTOJMK COTOBBIN
Tese(pOH 1 MOCTOSTHHO MOIJIA/ABIBAs Ha Juciuield. To jiu Bpemsi cMoTpeda, TO JIM 3BOHKA Xk JiaJla, HaBep-
HOe, BCE-TaKM BpeMs ee MHTepecoBaso, peml JleHuc, HaOMoAaBIIuil 3a Hel ¢ ynullbl. 3HAuuT,
K Jajla HeKoe JIMLIo, KOTOpoe 3ama3/ipiBasio. Bckope elie pa3 oHa yauMBHIIa €ro: pacijiaTUiach U 1BU-
HyJIa IPSIMAKOM B TIapK.

A moroa crosiia dynHasi, OKTSOph BbIOaJICs OapXaTHbIM, OE3BETPEHHBIM U CYXHM, B NapKe
BOOOIIIE KpacoTHII[a BCTpeTrIIa. Jlaxe Takoy Mpo3andecKuil YenoBek, Kak JleHnc, HEeHapoKOM paccJia-
OwuJics 1oj BIMSIHUEM OCEHHEN Mariu, BCIOMHMJI, Kak B IIKOJIE IIMCaJ CTUIIKH IIPO OCEHb U JIIOOOBb,
HUYEro B rocie/iHel He nmoHumasi. Het, a Koro He 3aTpOHET: AepeBbsl KENTO-OpaHKeBble Ha (poHE
SIPKO-CHHETO Heba, eJIKH 3eJIeHble, KIyMObl He 3a4axJiv, Mpo3pavHasi cBexecTs Bo3ayxa? U Kyputh
HE TAHYJO. A BOT (DOHTaHbI CTOSUIM ITYCTBIMM, YHBIJIO BBICOXIIUMM, UX YK€ MOATOTOBUJIM K T'PAIY-
MMM XOJIOJIaM, KOTOPBIE, Ka3aJIoCh, HUKOra He HACTynAT. Jla Tak yBiieKkcs mo0oBaHueM, uto Jlaiimy
HOTEPSLL.

JleHuc 3ameTascs 1Mo ajulesiM B MOMCKAX 3€JIHOW KOXKAaHOM KYPTKU (JIOBOJIBHO SIPKOW IpH-
METHI), MMIIEHUYHBIX BOJIOC, YSPHOW I00KM M YEPHBIX Callor Ha IIMHJIbKe. 3a0bUl, KAKOTO IBETa KOJl-
TOTKH... HeBaxxHO, JOCTaTOYHO KypTKHU.

Beran, pyras cebs, noToM Jorajajicsi MOBHUMATeJIbHE NMPUCMATPUBATHCSA K IMOCETUTENSIM
Kaceliek, YaCTUYHO 9TU 3aBEAEHMS €llle He 3aK PbUIKCh, HO TOJIBKO Te, IIe UMEJIUCh «3UMHHUE» ITOMe-
menust. [1og oTKphITHIM HEOOM M OOHAPYXKWII IPOIaxKy, OHA CHJeNa K HeMy CIMHOM, [leHnc ycrpo-
WJICS 32 CTOJIMKOM coce/iHero Kade.

— 51 Tebs Koy OBAALATD MMSATh MUHYT, — yrpekHyna JlaiiMa Moo10ro My XK4uHy, pU3eMJI1B-
IIIerocs 3a ee CTOJIMK.

— WI3BuHU, He paccumTai Bpems. Thl 3aka3 caenana’?

— Her.

— Torpa napaii noenum? 3a efoil MI0XHUe HOBOCTU BOCIPUHUMAIOTCS MSITUE, a Y Tedsl, Cy/s 1o
JIMITY, HOBOCTU HE OYEHb, Aa?

I'eopruii, nuis apy3eit — ['o1a, HECKONBKO pa3 B3MaxMBajl PyKOW, IPUBJIEKAsA BHUMaHUE OQu-
[IUAHTKU B «CTEKJISIIKE», HAKOHEI] 9Ta OypeHKa MpUMo3ia, JeHUBO YCTABUBIIIKMCH HA HETO.

25



JI. CoboneBa. «IIukoBas qama u GJIaropoOAHBIA KOPOJb»

— Hawm uto-HuOyap U3 Msica 1 caiaThl, KeJlaTeIbHO CBEKHUe, — Ha BbiIoxe ckasas oH. Korna odpu-
[IMaHTKAa HETOPOILIMBO 3aCKOJIb3MIIa B «CTEKJISAIIKY», roreHsut Jlaiime: — He morna BbiOpath Oornee
npuctoiiHoe Mecto? XoTh Obl HE OTPABUTHCS.

— T'eoprwii... — Hayana Jlaiima, MPUABMHYB CTYJ OJTMXKE K HEMY.

— Mens nyraet TBost akTUBHOCTb. CriokoriHeH, Jlaiima.

Jla y&, OH IpakTU4eCKHU Beeraa criokoeH. U paccynuTeneH, a Takke HerIyI, KO BCeMY IpoYemMy
MMEET CBSI3U — HEIJIOXO YCTPOWJICS, TIO3TOMY OHa BbI3Basa ero. BHelHe oH Tak cebe, TeM He MeHee
aajiek oT 00e3bsIHbI, C KOTOPOU CPABHUBAIOT CUIILHBIN TOJT: IECKaTh, MYKHK UyTh CUMIIaTHYHEN 00e-
3bsIHBI YK€ KpacaBell. YAUBUTEIbHO, €ro YKpalaay OYKH, KOTOpbIe 3a4acTyl0 CTUPAIOT JTMYHOCTb,
OYKapvKHU OyATO BCe HA ofHO JMIo. OH CyXOBaT M 3aCeKpedyeH, CJIOBHO PE3UICHT, a MpaBUJIbHEN
cKazarhb, [ eopruil HaTsiHYJ Ha cebst 00Pa30K YTOMJIEHHOTO CBETCKOTO JIbBa MECTHOT'O MPENCKYpaHTa,
Ho Jlaiime BHywan yBaxeHue. [la M 3HAKOMBI OHM JJABHO, HE pa3 OH BbIpyYaJl €€ JEeHbraMU, TYCO-
BaJIMCh BMeCTe, B 001eM, oHa eMy JoBepsiia. [IpaBaa, JoBepre OTHOCUTENbHOE, HO 32 HEUMEHUEM
JIyYIIIero. . .

— Ko MHe 1oMoii yTpoM Npuxoaui MeHT. .. — Bbinaiuia Jlaima.

— Jla? — Ge3 ynuBJeHus TPou3HeC OH. — YUTo ke Thl HAaTBOPWJIA, PAAOCTh MOsI?

— Huyero. On no noBony 3uHKH, a MOXkeT, 1 Callku. ..

— A 3uHKa 4to HaTBOpmIa?

— 3UHKY I'POXHYJIH. .. ... IPULIWJIH. .. HOKOM. .. Tbl 4TO, HE 3HAN?

[eopruii BeIISITIN TYOY, MOAHST OPOBH — BCSI €TI0 PeaKIvsi, CIOBHO Y3HA O HE3HAUYUTEILHOM
HeJJOpa3yMeHUH, KOTOPOE He KacaJloch €ro, a OHKM BeJlb XylI0-OeqHO APYKHbI ObLTA. MOXKeT, ero 3Ha-
KOMBIX 4epe3 jieHb youBawT? OH JOoCTal Mavky curapeT, npeyiokit Jlaiime, OHa TIOKypHBaJia HHO-
Ia, HO ceivyac OTKa3ajlach, K €€ COCTOSIHUIO [TAHUKHU TOJIBKO TOJIOBOKPYkeHHs He xBartayo. Ceilyac
6oibie 3a0o0Twiio Jlaiimy, yeM criocoOeH momoub ['eopruii, ia, Cy/s Mo ero OTHOIIEHHWIO K CMepTy
3UHBI, KWIbl PBATh U3-3a HEE HE CTAHET.

— Korna younu? — nouHTepecoBajicsi OH.

— Henemo Hazan. [Tox yTpo, korma oHa Bo3Bpamaiack qomon. [Toxoxe Ha orpabrieHve, Toraa
Yero MEHTHI MPULIEITUINCh KO MHe? MeHsl yke JOMpalBajl CIeloBaTeNlb U3 MPOKYPATYPHI. ...

— Cnenak ? — ['eopruii BHITYCTHII CTPYIO AbIMA, TOKaJ TuiedamMu. — OOBIYHO OHM TOHSIIOT MEHTOB,
CaMU 3aJHULLY HE MOJHUMAIOT, a TIOJIyYaloT yKE€ TOTOBEHBKOE JAEJO. ..

— A cerogHs 1 MEHT MPUXOIMJL.

— Tak 4ro xe oH xotesn?

— Jla 51 ve noHsa. CKOJIB3KUIA KaKOK-TO, PSIMO HE TOBOPUJI, BCE HAMEKAMH. . .

— Ha uto Hamekan? — nonbiTeiBasICs ['eopruil, Bce ke MposIBUB UHTEPEC K CTOJIb HEOPAMHAP-
HOMY COOBITHIO.

— Hy, kak s noHs1a, OH CUUTAET, YTO ¥ MEHSI. .. MOTYT. .. HOKOM.

— Kak 310 — nonstma? — peIpKHYJ OH, Miepepa3sHuB ee. — Thl uTo ke, romyOyIKa, He paccrpo-
CHUJIa HacyeT HaMEKOB?

— 41 ero BeIrHazna, — BUHOBATO MOTyNUJachk JlaiiMa, TOJMBKO celyac OCO3HaB, YTO MOCTYIWJIA
HEOCMOTPUTESIBHO.

I'eopruii cHOBa KpacHOpeurBO (PBIPKHYI, MO, Aypa Thl, a JlaiiMa u Tak packauBaniack. [lay3sy
pazbaBuia OUIMAHTKA, TPUHECTA CalaThl M MSCO, 3/1eCh HE CIeIyIOT MpaBUjaM O4YepeJHOCTH
nioyiauu Osmol. BasiBivich 3a BUIIKY U HOX, ['eopruii cipocuit:

— Camuka rae?

— He 3natw. 4 eii 3BoHI0, OHa TpyOKy He OepeT. Oi. ..

— UYro Takoe? — HACTOPOXMUJICS OH, Tak Kak JlaiimMa MpuKpbLIa JaJOHBI0 POT M BhITapaIuia
rasa.

— ITOT MeHT Ha3Bal MeHs, Calllky ¥ 3UHKY IpynIond. A MOTOM cKa3all, YTO Hayajcs OTCTpel
Haliey rpymnmsl... rpyoo ropops... Bapyr u Camku yxe HeT cpeiv KUBbIX ?
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- ¥Yo! — nocapnmBo KayHyJ1 OH roJIoBoM, JocTaB TesedoH. OqHako Caiia 1 emy He OTBEeTHIIA. —
M-na... Yto *ke Bbl, NOAPYKKH, Hakyposecuan? [Tpu3HaBaiics.

— Huuero, xak 6yaro, — nocreniHo ckaszasna Jlaiitma. — He 3Hat0, ¢ 4ero oH B3si1, YTO MBI TpyIITIA.
Ho s 6otock. Bapyr u Te, kTo youn 3uHy, MOAyMAaIOT, Kak 3TOT MEHT?

— Mens 3auem nospajia?

— Toma, — uHTOHAIMSA JlaliMbl prOOpesia YHU3UTEILHO-IIPOCUTEIBHBIN OKpac, — y TeOs ke
€CTh CBSI3U B MIJIUIIMHU, TTPOKypatype? Y3Hal, 4To OHM TaM HayMaJiv T0 IMOBOY YOUICTBA 3WHBI.
MoxeT, MEHT MeHs IPOCTO 3ayruBaj’?

— JlagHo, y3Hato, CaMOMY MHTEPECHO. A Thl B CJIEAYIOIIHMIA pa3 HE KPYTH HOCOM U MOBEKJIUBEN
oOparmaiics ¢ MeHTamu. Emib, Jlaiima, emb.

s [lenuca cTajno HEOKHUIAHHOCTHIO, KOTJa MOJIOAON MY)KYMHA OTBE3 €€ Ha JKeJIe3HOMOPOK-
HBIT BOK3aJI — OHa JXe TaM HeJaBHO Obiia! JlaliMa gosro u3yvasa pacnucaHue MPUropogHbIX MOe3/I0B,
3aMMchiBajia B OJIOKHOT, TOJILKO TIOCIIE TOr0 OTHPaBUIIACh K cede.

U cHoBa Bena cebs1 HeyBepeHHO, OyATO Y Hee MaHUs MpeciieIOBaHUsl, HEYXKeIn 3Ty KPaCOTKY
TaK JIETKO 3amyrarh? Vi ke OCHOBaHUs 1JIs CTpaxa ecTh?

Hous npornna yxacHo. BepoHnka HUKOra Tak He My4usiach OECCOHHHILIEH, Mepenuiach BCs-
Kasi IpsiHb — TO 32 OKHOM BeTep CTPAHHO 3aBBIBAJI, TO UYAMIOCh, OyATO 3WHKA OpOAUT B CHAJIbHE,
TO 3BYKH BCETO JOMa HACTOPAXKUBAIU. A MBICTH. .. VIHOTIa XOTeI0Ch OTOpBAaTh TOJIOBY U BPEMEHHO
CYHYTb B MOPO3UJIbHYIO KaMepy, YT0O OCTYAUTh, MHAYE €KECEKYHIHOE IIeBEICHUE TIO] YeperoM U
YepHyIIHbIe 00pa3bl JOBeAyT 10 cymacmecTBusi. Camo coOoii, OHa He Jiersia Ha KpoBaTh CECTpBhI, a
yCTPOWJIACH BHU3Y Ha JIMBAHE, OTHICKAB B CHIAJIbHE MOCTebHOE Oesbe. CBEeT OCTaBIIa BKJIIOYEHHBIM
B MIPUXOXKEH, KyXHEe M HEe TIOracuiia MaJIeHbKYIO JIAMITy PSIIOM C AMBAaHOM, BCE PABHO OBLIO JKYTKO U
HECIIOKOWHO. YCHYJIa, KOT/ia 32 OKHOM TOSIBIJIaCh MEPTBEHHAs1 OJIeTHOCT, MPOCTiaia HEIONTO.

Pa30yaun e OynmiIbHUK B COTOBOH TpyOKe, ero BepoHuka He ycrbliana, a kKelyIoK, Mpo3a-
WYEeCKH TIOTpeOOBaB: KyIaTh, Tl YMOPHWJIA MEHs, JIail TIOeCTh WM YMpPY, BMECTe CO MHOW yMpelllb
u 1bl. [lomycoHHas1, oHa moOpesnia Ha KyXHIO, OTKpPbLIa XOJOAWIBHUK, TaM, KOHEYHO XKe, TPOLYKTHI
U3psITHO TPoBOHsUTM. CMOpIIUB HOC, BepoHKKa ero 3axJonHysa, MpeacTaBuB, CKOJIBKO MPUIETCS
MOTPaTUTh BpEMEHH Ha oTMbIBaHue. OHa uccienoBaa mkadbl, Halluia pacTBOPUMBIN Kode, caxap,
CyXapH, Kallli U MaKapoOHbI — yXe KUTh MOXHO.

[Mpunino coobieHne, KOTOpoe OHA KAajla C HeTepHeHHeM, OHO 03HA4aslo, YTO Ha KapTOUKe
TOSIBUJIUCH JIEHEKKH, U TOUHO: «Bar cuet nononuuics. JdoctynHo: 25 089».

— OH usneBaetcs? — 3ag0xHynach Beponuka. — [ecats toicsau nepeuncaun?! Beero-to?! A
oOMaHbIBaJIach Ha TBOM cyeT, CTacuk.

[o3bIB O3BOHUTH OyaylIeMy MYKY M HAOpaTh Ha HEro Ha MpaBax 3aKOHHOW JKEHBI, MOJ, s
31eCh 3allIMBAIOCh OJJHA, A Tl HE TOJILKO HE MpUexall, elle 1 IeHer MPUCIal ¢ TyIbKHMH Hoc, BepoHuka
npeoosiena ¢ OONBIINM TPYIOM. YOexkaana cedst: CKaHaam ele HUKOMY He IIeJT Ha MOJb3y, K TOMY
e y Hero ceiiyac Macca pacxoioB, BepOsATHO, HE CMOT OoJibIlie KMHYTh. HO TPOTHBHO M OOMIHO, B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3aHATH MOT !

— Tak, — xyiorHyna ceds o koneHsiM Beponuka. — Hepssl B ctopony! [acropr...

W He nHamwa, XoTs 0ObICKaIa BCe MBICJIIMbIE M HEMBICTIUMBIE MecTa. [1oToM coOpana ofexmy
1151 IOKOMHMIIBI, TTOEXajla B MOPT, I/Ie ee MO[KKUala ele OJHa HepUsATHasE HEOKUIAaHHOCTD: cYeT!
Harmm mony mpocto 0603kaioT urpath ¢ g pamMu, HAYUCIATh, BIMOraTh! CUeT BHICTABMIIM 32 Xpa-
HEeHue Tpyna. .. opureTb! BepoHuka riatuth He cTajia — JJa NOUIM oHu! B3sia Takcu 1 noMyasiach. . .
KOHEYHO, K CJIeI0BATEJIIO.

A JlaprueB OYeHb 3aMHTEPECOBAJICA CBEIECHUAMU [leHrca 0 CTpaHHOBATOM MOBEIEHUU TOJ-
OIIEYHOM:
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— To-to MHe noka3zanocs, JlaiiMa XuTpoBarasi, I0J1UJIa-10JI1JIa, I71a3KM MHE CTPOMJIA, OT BOIIPO-
coB yxogwia. HaBepHoe, nymaer, oHa ymHas... KyTb. Ho 4T0-TO 3HaeT onpeneneHHo. Kyna x oHa
exajia Ha JIeKTpUUKe?

— Nousarus ve nmero. Toporuiack, Oexala, cena. A TIOTOM BAPYT TMepeayMalia exarh, BHICKO-
YKJIa 9yTh JIM HE Ha XO[y, JK/1ajla OKOJIO Yaca 0OpaTHYIO IEeKTPUUIKY.

— NnTepecHo, KTo ¢ Heil B Kade Obt?

— Y MeHs TOJIBKO HOMEp MAIIIMHEL, e1lie He TIPOOHII ero.

— Tak mpoGeit. U 3a01HO BBISICHH, TA€ pabOTaeT, K 4eMy y Hero CKJIOHHOCTH. OnsiTh Bbl? —
3ametu JlapuueB 3arisiHyBIIyIo B KabuHeT Beponnky. — Hy, 3axomute. Kcraru, [enuc, KTo Tam y
HAac... Ha myxepe?

— CeHbKOB.

JlapryeB HECKONBKO pa3 MaxHyJ €My KHCTBIO, IECKaTh, OBICTPEHbKO BhIMeTaiics. OH Oosuics,
yTto BepoHrKa B3MISIHET Ha MapHsl W 3allOMHUT €ro, a Ofep MPHUCTABJIeH K Hell B KaYeCTBE IIIHKA.
Ho 6exnsxka yourta ropem, 1uia K CToiny, Kak OOoJIbHasl TyHAaTU3MOM, Ha orlepa Jake He B3IJIsSHYJIA,
BIIpOUEM, KaK 1 Ha camoro JlapuueBa. A BUJ] ObUT y Hee. .. ¥ CJIe/ia He OCTAIOCh OT CAMOYBEPEHHOCTH.

Wtak, Mucc YHBUIOCTH OIMyCTHJIACh HA CTYJ, OyATO y Hee MOAKOCHIMCh HOrH. COOCTBEHHO,
JlapuyeB ObLT HelaleK OT UCTUHBI, Yy BEpOHMKYM 3aKaHUMBAIUCH BCE PECypChl, OHA MPOCTO PyXHYJIa
Ha cujieHbe. U cBecuiia rosnosy.

— Yro? — nocie nay3bl CIPOCHII OH.

— Bo1 o6emanu teneoH 3uHBI, 51 X049y 003BOHUTH €€ 3HAKOMBIX . . . — JIapuieB 10cTal U3 SIuKa
MOOWJIBHUK, MOJIOKIJI Ha cToil. — [lacriopra B KBapTHpe HeT.

— 3HauuT, OH ObLT B cyMOuKe. He mepexuBaiite, macnopT 3aMeHsT CIPaBKH C TIEYaTsIMH, YI0-
CTOBEPSIOIIHE JIMIHOCTh YOuTOM. YTO ere?

OO0 3TOM «erie» CIOKHEH BCero roBOpUTb, HO OHO SIBJSUIOCH IJIABHOWM 11esibl0 BepoHMKH.
CoOpaBivch ¢ AyXOM, OHA BhITIAJIAJIA HA OJHOM HOTE:

— Bam mopr TpeOyet OelnieHyio CymMMy 3a COfiepkKaHue CeCTpPhI, OYATO ee TaM KOPMUJIH, Y MeHS
TaKMX JICHeT HeT.

— A g pu uem?

HenopazsuThiid, uto mm? Y Hee 31ech HU JIpy3e, HU POICTBEHHUKOB, HU XOTsI Obl OT/IAJIEHHO
3HAKOMBIX — K KOMY e 00paIaThcs 3a OMOIIBIO?

— He mornmm Obl BBl IOTOBOPUTHCS, YTOO OHM He MapopaepcTBoBayn? MHaue... — BepoHnuka
CBEpKHYJIa IMla3aMH, BUIUMO, HAIllIa MTOCIeAHUN SHEPreTUUECKU 3amajl, YTo0 0OKeub MpeCcTaBy-
TeJIsl OpraHoB. — MHaue st coery u XOpoHUTb 3uHY He Oyay.

— A MBI IOIAIUM B PO3BICK, BAC HAMIYT, BBl K€ JaJibllle IPAaHUIBI He YOeKUTe, HO TOraa BCs
BMHA 32 TMPECTYIUICHUE JISDKET Ha Bac 0e3 JJOKa3aTesIbCTB.

[{uHuK, 4epcTBBIA, BIOOABOK M IAHTAXKCT. YX, KaK 3aJe] OH ee CBOUM paBHomymmem! A
JeJaTh-TO HEYEero, KpoMe Kak CJI€3HO ITPOCUTb.

— Toxanyiicra, — BeTaBIuBaia u3 ceds cnoBa BepoHuka, — crenaiite yTo-HUOYIb. B KOHIlE
KOHIIOB, He 5 onpezesnsiia 3uHy B 3TOT MOPO3WIBHUK, [I0UYEMY J0JIKHA paciuiaunBarbesi? KoHeuHo,
3aruIaTUTh MOTY, HO MOsI CECTpa OCTaHETCsl y HUX, IEPEBE3TH ee Ha KJIAI0UIIIe JICHET yKe He XBaTUT.
B obmiem, Moe (puHAHCOBOE TOJIOkKEHHe OOCTOUT TaK: JIMOO MOPr Oriavy, oo kiagouiie. Jlerde
camMoy yMepeThb, 4YeM MOXOPOHUTD!

JlapuyeB cmoTpesn Ha BepoHuKy, mpoch0a KOTOpOii cMaxyBajia Ha IIaHTaX, OANEePeB KyJaKoM
CKYJTy ¥ MBICJIEHHO YroBapuBasi ceOsi He pa304apoBbIBaThCsI, HOO paHo AesaTh BhIBOALL. Ho Hatm aMo-
[IUM HE KOHTPOJIMPYEMbI, OHU MaJIO 3aBUCST OT PUKA30B YMa U, BUS HAITPOTUB OJieqHOE (HECMOTPS
Ha CMYTJTYIO KOXY ), paCTepPSIHHOE CYILIECTBO, TOTOBOE OT OTYASIHUS PhIAATh U OUTHCS TOJIOBOM O CTEHY,
JlaprueB 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO €TO IJ1aH TOPUT CUHUM IUIaMeHeM. UyBCcTBOBaJI, a MPU3HATH He kenal. Tak
Be/Ib JIEBYIIIKA MPU BCEH CBOEH HUKUEMHOCTH €Ille XOPOXOPUTCsI, YCIOBUS BBIIBUTAET, MOJI, JIMOO —

28



JI. CoboneBa. «IIukoBas qama u GJIaropoOAHBIA KOPOJb»

60! HyXHO cpodHO 3aKomaTh CECTpy, MOTOM OCTaBUTD €€ OIMH Ha OIMH C COOOH 1 MOA03PEHUSAMHU
B yOUIiCTBe.

— Hy, noexanu, — o6panoBan on BepoHuky, 60ip0 BCKOUHMBIIYIO OAHOBPEMEHHO C HUM.

Oma cOerana 1o cTyneHbKaM 4yTh JIM HE BIPUIPBIKKY, 3aMETHO TOBECEIIeB, OOHAIeKeHHAs,
yro JlapuueB pemmmr 3a Hee Bce mpodnembl. M permmi-Taku, padoTtas U3BO3YMKOM U MEHEIKEPOM
noxopoH! Bo BcsikoM citydae, 10roBopuiicss 00 OTCpPOYKE TaK Ha3bIBAEMOTO IUIaTeka B MOpre, Hy U
Ha ToM criacr60. JforoBopwics, KTo oficHeT 31HY, HaIlleJl OH U TPY3YMKOB, 4TOO Irpod C TeJIoM mepe-
HOCHJIM, y4eJl MHOXKECTBO MeJIoUel TI0 puTyaity, KoTopble Tporyctiia Beponuka. Tenepb ocranach
npsiMasi jopora kK gomy 3unbl. [TpucrernBasich pemteM, JlapiueB He yaepkacs U B cepaiax Opocu:

— Yro k BBI TaKasi HEMPUCIIOCOOJICHHAs!, HETTOATOTOBJIEHHAas! K ku3HU? Hano ke orcramBarh
MPaBOTY, YMETh JOTOBAPUBATHCS. . .

— O yewm BbI! — BcnbixHysIa BepoHuka, nopaxasich, B CBOIO ouepefb, ero apemyudectu. — K
yeMy s okHa Obi1a rotoButhesi? K cmeptu? K Heli HUKTO He roToB. My K BaliM MoJ03peHusIM B
yowmiicTBe cecTpsl? U uTo 51, mo-BameMy, oosizaHa caenath? C KeM B 9TOM cliydyae JoroBapuBarbesa? A
OTCTauBaTh PABOTY BOOOIIIE 3BYUHT. . . (PAHTACTUKON U3 Mapalie]bHOTrO Mupa. HeT, Bbl Kak ¢ qpyrou
TJTaHEeTHI !

Ectp xapakTep, ectb. JlapueB B HEKOTOPOU CTETIEHH YIOBJIETBOPUJICS, HO HE ObUT YBEpPEH, UTO
Beponuka crocobHa mycTUTh B JIEJIO CBOM BPEAHBIN HpaB. XOTs €M TIOMOYb €l pa3orperhes, TO
BCE MOXET OBITb. ..

OH ocTaHOBIJI aBTOMOOMIIb Y CAMOT'0 MOIbe3/1a, a Muce KpyurHa v He qymana BHIOMpaThCs U3
CaJIOHa, OHA CJIOBHO MPHJIMILIA K CUJEHBIO HAMEPTBO, MBICIISIMU YJIETEB KyAa-TO B KOCMOC.

JlapyuyeB mopmascs K HeW KOPIycoM, OTKPbUT JABeplly — BepoHuKa ocranach 0e3ydacTHON |
K TOMY, 4TO TOBApUIII CJIe/I0OBATENb ITOYTH JIeT Ha Hee, M K OTKPBITOH JIBEplLie, HABSA3UMBO MPUTJIAIIAB-
IIei BBIMTH BOH.

Ha camom nienie Bce oHa 3aMeTuIIa, HO ee 00e3/IBHKIIIO HeKeJTaHUe UATH B KBapPTHPY MOTUOIIeH
CECTpBI, MyYHThCSI CTpaxaMy BCIO HOUb, OTTOHATH BCSIKME KoIMaphl. K ToMy ke Hen3BeCTHO, Koraa
yZacTcs Jiedb — elle OYeHb MHOTO HafIo C/IeNaTh K 3aBTPAIHEMY JTHIO.

Ecmu © ToBapuIll psaoM U MOCHIETh COINIACWIICS C HEl Mapy 4YacHMKOB B KBapTUpe 3MHKU
(MOXHO Y BCIO HOYb, MECTa XBaTHUT). ..

— I'paxnanka [lonrux, Bel Ha MecTe, — cka3an Jlapuyes, paccesiB MEUTHI.

— 3Hamw, — npomawviia Beponuka. — Criacu6o Bam, 0e3 Bac s Obl 3aBsizia. A BHl BCEM Tak
nomMoraete?

— Her, — npotsny1 oH. — TOJIBKO KPaCUBBIM KEHIIIMHAM.

[{uHWK, 9epCTBBIN, IAHTAKUCT, elle U OAOHUK.

— Jlo cBupanusi, — mornpoinanack BepoHuka, ¢ HEOXOTOM BHIOMPAsCh U3 CaJlOHA aBTO, KaK CTa-
pyxa — TSKeJo v AONTO.

OH ocTraBUJI MHCC. . . TOXATYH, OHa pa3MasHs. Kto x eme! Crana nepes noabe31oM, Kak rpel-
HUIIA Tlepe]] BXOIOM B aJi, ¥ JayIbllie HU IIary He crenana. Her-HeT, 3Ta pa3mMasHs cCaMOCTOSITENIBHO
C MecTa He CAIBUHETCS, HaJ0 YTO-TO MPEIIPUHST.
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5

A mucc Pa3zmasHs, rornas B KBapTUPY, HOJKTIOUMIA MOOMIBHUK 3UHBI K 3apsJHOMY YCTpPOW-
CTBY, KOTOpO€ OOHapyKuja BO BpeMsl MOUCKOB MACIopTa, U MOCTaBWIa YallHUK Ha IUIMTY. Myuui
roJsiofl. BepoHuka He ena Lienbli IeHb, IO3TOMY, ITPEOI0JIEBast OTBPAILEHNUE, OHA U3YYWIIa XOJIOAWIIb-
HHK, BRIOpPAchIBasi B MyCOPHOE BEAPO MpOMaBIye NpoayKThl. Koe-uTo coxpaHusiock, Harpumep, pio-
Hble KOHCEPBBI B KOJIMYECTBE JBYX OAHOK, a B MOPO3WJIKe Kypulia. [IpeBapuTebHO pacriaxHyB OKHO,
BepoHuka BblHECTIa MycOp, OTKpbUIA Caiipy M yILIa B KOMHATY, YTOO OT HENPHUATHBIX 3allaxoB He
cromHmwIo. Chella BCo 0aHKy ¢ CyXapMKaMu, MOCJIe 9TOTO pelinia: 3apsaku B MOOUIbHUKE XBATUT
Ha 3BOHKHU. [IepBbIM CTOSIT B CIIMCKE KOHTAKTOB HEKMi1 AOaJIKMH.

— 3n1paBCTBYIiTE, M3BUHHTE 32 OECTIOKOWCTBO, — Hadasia ImadaoHHo Beponuka. — 910 cectpa
3uHangs! Jonrux. . .

— Kakoro xpena te6e Hano?

Bormpoc npo3By4as He TOJIBKO rpy00, HO M arpeccuBHO, NPaB/a, COTOBBIN TejedOH B35 He
MYKYMHA, a )KEHIMHA. BepoHuKa, HIYero He BBISCHSs, TOCIEIINIa COOOUIUTD:

— 3uHauy yOWITH, 3aBTpa TIOXOPOHBI, €CITM BBl UMEETe JKeJIaHUe TIPOCTUTHCS. . .

— He nmero. Ax, 60xe Moii, Kakasi paJjocThb, CI0XJ1a TBOsI cecTpruka. He cBoeii cMepThio, roBo-
puib? Tak 310 HEyaMBUTENBHO. UTO X, TyAa €l 1 gopora.

— Jla KaK BBl MOXeETe 3710paJICTBOBaTh! — ocCKOpOMIach 3a cectpy BepoHuka.

— Mory! He cmelt MHE 3BOHUTb M HAIOMUHATB O HEH, THI TaKasl jKe THWIIYLIKA, KaK TBOsA cecTpal

YecTHO CcKazaTh, TYIKU 00pasoBaiy, OO Aaibllie pa3roBapuBaTh C MPUMAJA0YHON 0a0Oi He
VIMEJIO CMBICJIA, HO ¥ 3BOHUTb Ha CJIEAYIOIINAN HOMEP PE3KO PACXOTENIOCH.

B KyxHe 4acTH4YHO BBIBETpWJIACh BOHb. BEpOHMKA BbINNJIA HECKOJIBKO IVIOTKOB T'OPSYETO Yad,
BBIOVpast Hayrajl, KoMy MO3BOHMTh. 3aMeTUJIa B CMCKE KOHTAKTOB BMECTO MMEH WM (DaMUIIUiL 110
1Be OYKBBI, 2 B KAKOM CJTydae JIMYHO OHa ocTaBuiia O Toibko OykBbl? Ecim 910 0ueHb OnM3Kue JoH,
JAOCTaTOYHO MHULIMAJIOB, YTOOBI 3HATh, KTO 3BOHMT.

— Haunewm c nepsoro Homepa... JIM... — Haxana BepoHuka BbI30B. — AJIJIO, 37paBCTBYWTE.
W3BuHMTE 32 6ECMIOKOICTBO, 51 cectpa [onrux 3uHauasl. . .

— 3uHbI?! — yIMBWJICS KEHCKUU ToJloc. — Y Hee ecThb cecTpa’?

— Ectb. Mens 30ByT BepoHnuka, a Bac?

— JlaiiMa. A 4TO Cy4WIJIOCh, IOYEMY Bbl MHE 3BOHUTE?

— 3uHy yOusM, 3aBTpa MOXOPOHHI B YEThIpe, BbI IIpHeTe?

— 4?7 — Jlaitma 3amsiiiach, BepoHUKy 3TO He Ha IIYTKY BCTPEBOXKMIO. — A Kyza?

— K nomy 3unsl. Bel npugere?

—Hy, na... [la, s npuny, eciu oTinyctat ¢ padotsl. Jlo cBUIaHU.

HecnoxHo poraparsca: JlaiiMa He 3aropenach KeJaHUeM IMPOBOJUTH 3HAKOMYIO — YTO BCE 3TO
3HaunT? BepoHuKka rnpoaomkuia 3B0HUTh, HoMepa noy OykBamu «CILI» u «MP» He oTBeTH/IH, 3aTO
I10CJIE HUX OTO3BAJICA MYysK4rHa 1o pammiimu KpakoB, He 1aB ei CJI0Ba CKa3aTh:

— VYV 1ebs, 3uHyns, XBaraeT HarIOCTH MHe 3BOHUTH? Hy, Tl cuiibHa, MaTh. 3aloMHH, eciu
NONAJEIbCsl MHE Ha IJIa3a CO CBOEH MOAIPYKKOH, s BaC 00EMX KMBbEM 3aKOMalo. . .

— 9710 He 3uHa, — nepeduna Beponuka. — 4 ee cecrpa... 3uHa norudma. ..

I'ynku. Y Bapyr Ha BepoHuKy HakaTHIIO: OHA pa3peBesiach, He 3Hasl, Kak el ObITh, peBesia, pas-
Ma3blBas JIAAOHAMMU 10 IIEKaM cJe3bl BMECTE ¢ KocMeTuKou. Heyxkenu npeacrout 3akonars 3uHY,
CJIOBHO co0aKy, 6e3 mmoziei, BeToB, noMuHOK ? C moMuHKaMu BooOie Tpyda! He 3BonuTs ke Jlapu-
YeBy, JeCKaTh, Bbl HE 000 BCEM M03a0OTHIINCH, OyIbTe AOOPHI, 3aCTaBbTe MPUITH HApOI U3 Teje-
(boHHOIT TPYOKHM M IpUIyMaiTe, Iie 1 Kak OyaeM MOMUHATh CecTpy, a Takke Ha Kakue mmmm! Her,
y BepoHuK# coBecTh He HACTOJIbKO 3aMOPOsKEHa, YTOO Tak OOHAIJIETh, HO HYKeH XOTs Obl coBeT. OHa
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TIOIUIENIAch K COCe/IKe, KOTopasi JAaja agpec OI0po pUTYaIbHBIX YCIIYT, MTO3BOHIIIA, A KOT/IA JKeHIIMHA
OTKPBbUIa, BMECTO BPa3yMUTENIbHBIX CJIOB €lle MyILE 3apeBea.

— T'ocnonm, neBymika... — Benosommiace coceqka. — Hy-ka, 3axogure! Maure Ha KyxHio, 5
TOJIBKO [TOCMOTPIO, KaK TaM BHYK.

3a 1o HeOoJbIIoe BpeMsi, YTO XO35IlKa OTCYTCTBOBaja, BepoHWKa C phiaHMi Mepenuia Ha
BexJmnbiBaHUsA. CTOWIIO TOM MOSIBUTHCS, BbINAINAIIA CKOPOTOBOPKOM:

— Panm 6ora, mpoctute mMeHs... I B IypankoM MOJIOXKEHUU. .. HeT, xyxe! W mpuma... He
3HAI0, 3a4€M MPUIILIA. .. MOKET, Bbl IIOICKAXKETE, UTO MHE J€J1aTh. 3aBTpa 3UHY... 2 HUKTO HE XOUYeT
MIPOBOIUTS ee... 51 3BOHIO MM, a OHM rpyoT... Heyxenn 3una Oblia Takoii rutoxoi? f He 3akazana
kade, MOTOMY UTO He 3Hal0, CKOJIbKO Hapony Oyzer, 1a u OyayT i BooOie. Kakoe tam kacde! [lener
y MEH$1 TIOYTH HE OCTAJIOCh. ..

— Tuxo, Tuxo. — [Ipuces, cocenka B3siia JEBYIIKY 32 PyKY, €€ 100poe JIUIIO BHIPaKajio COUyB-
CTBUE, B TOT MOMEHT 3TO ObUIO HeoOxoauMo Beponuke. — Be3BBIXOIHBIX MONOXKEHUN He ObIBaeT,
nosepsbTe. JlaBaii, 1eTKa, BMECTe MOAyMaeM, YTO-HUOYAb /1a TPUIyMaeM.

[IpunymbiBana, ucxons u3 aaHHoct, Kiasnusa BacunbeBHa, 1 BepoHuka noHsiia, Kak Majio
OHA 3HAEeT, a B TAKOW Cyry0o KUTEHCKOW CUTYyaIluM, KOTOpasi paHO WJIM TO3[JHO KacaeTcs KaxkIoro
YeJIoBeKa, OKa3aiach MOJHBIM HyseM. Jla, y Hee 0coOble 0OCTOSTENbCTBA — UYKOM ropof, HET 3Ha-
KOMBIX M POJIHBIX, JIGHET e[jBa XBaTWJIO, HO 3TO ciadoe yremenue. [1e mpecinoByTas cuna Bomu? A
MO3TH I1ie OHa ocTaBuiIa? A 3HaKOMasl Kakja MepBeHCTBA, KOTOpasi B ObITY IpeoOpasyercsi B yMe-
HUE yIpaBiATh cuTyauuen? Yro B pesyabrare? BapeHoe MakapoHHOE W3[ejue, HEIIPUTOIHOE /s
KparBbl. Tak Beab COXpPYT, TOT ke JlapuyeB, eciiu Jpyrux KaHIuAaTOB B TIOPbMY HE MOSIBUTCS, B
0011IeM, 3aBTPAITHAM JTHEM MBITAPCTBA HE 3aKOHYATCS.

— Beponuka, ThI CIIBIIUIIG MeHsI? — TPOHYJIA ee 3a Tuieuo o3adboueHHas Kiapnus BacuibeBHa.

— Capiy, — yHBLUIO OTBETUJIa OHA. — [IpocTo s momymMana, 4to cyera He JaeT MHE BHUKHYTh B
TO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO. f HE 10 KOHIIA BEPIO0 B CMEPTh 3UHBI, XOTsI BUJIEJIA €€. ..

— D10 poaro npoanaurcs, — He yremuia Kinapaus BacunbeBHa. — [ToToMm erie 1 4yBCTBO BUHBI
TMOSIBUTCS, KOTIA TTaMsTh BEpHET TeOs K pa3MOJIBKaM ¢ 3MHAUOH BIUIOTH 10 MEJKHX. 3a0yelib, YTo
HE TOJIbKO Thl ObLITa HE MpaBa B CCOpax, HO U TBOSI cecTpa. Toraa MpuaeT packasHue, a 3T0 Herpa-
BWJILHO, TIOTOMY UTO BUHOBATHIX HEeT. MTak, nesaemM CKpOMHbIE IIOMUHKY IoMa, 6€3 TPaJUuIIMOHHOTO
3aCTOJIbsI C TIEpeMeHOM Oiofl, a 4To-To THIa (pypirera. S che3Ky yTpoM Ha PhIHOK, TaM JIeIleBe,
KYILUTIO TPOLYKThl ¥ IPUTOTOBIIO HEXUTPbIE 3aKYCKU.

ITo ee TpedoBanmio Beponuka rnprunecina TeiedoH cectpbl. Kiasaust BacunbeBHa cama permia
3BOHUTb, a ee OTNpaBmiia oTabixate. Ho BepoHuka 13 nocneaHux cuil BbIMbLUIA XOJIOAUIbHUK, TIOHU-
Masi, 4TO 3aBTpa Ha 3To He OyaeT BpemeHu. M Bce. PyxHyJa Ha TUBaH U, YTO HA3bIBAETCSI, BRIPYOHIIACh.
Ecnm 6 mpu3spak crapiieil cecTpbl ASHCTBUTEIIHHO SIBUIICS, YCTPOUB B KBapTHUpE TapapaM, BepoHuka
HE MPOCHYJIach OBbl.

Bce KoHYeHO — 3TH CJI0Ba 3aCTPsUIM B BUCKAX C 00EUX CTOPOH U CIABJIMBAJIN UX, CIIOBHO JIBOW-
Hasi MUTpeHb. Mama ymepiia, korga Beponnka Obl1a MajieHbKOM, B TAMSTH OCTAJIOCh: Pa3MBITOE JIUIIO,
BOCCTAHOBJIEHHOE 110 (poTorpadusiM, TOHKUE PyKHU C JJIMHHBIMUA KUCTSIMU, BlaJiasi TPydb, K KOTOPOW
OHa MPWKMMaJla TPEXJETHIOW J104b, U 3amnax noislHu. [louemy nonsinn? Mosxer, Beponuka nmyrtana
ee C BaJIEPhsHKOM, Y Mambl OblJIo cnadoe cepatie. [Totom ee 3ameHmia TeTka, OHa U ceiuac KuBa,
niepeOpasach B IEPEBHIO K MOZIPYTe, BHITOAHO MPOJIAB CTAPBIHA JOM C Y9aCTKOM Ha TOPOJICKOI OKpauHe
Y BBIJISJIMB JIBYM TUIEMSIHHUIIAM TI0 HeOoJbIon cymme. Hano Obl HaBecTuTh ee. OO OTIle HUYero He
M3BeCTHO, Opocmit u 6pocmit. Kopoue roBopsi, Beponuka He Obl1a 3HAKOMa ¢ OOJIBIO, KOT/IA YXOISAT
onuskue moay. ['pod omyckanu B siMy, TOrAa-TO U3 €€ IJ1a3 U MOJJIMCH IPOIIAIbHbIE CIIE3bl, KOTOPBIX
OHa CTECHSIIACh, TOTOMY UTO BOKPYT CTOSUI a0COIOTHO 4y’KHE JTIOAH.

A mpuiuio... ceMb 4esoBek, ceMb! [Toxkunas napa, Jlaima ¢ MOJIOABIM MY>KYUHOM IO UMEHU
['eopruii, He peCTaBUBINASCS JEBYIIKA U ABOE MOJIOIBIX MYKUMH — OJMH UHTEJUTUTEHTHOTO BHU/A,
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BTOPOM. .. JIyYIlle C HUM He BCTPEYaThCs B TEMHOM TiepeyJike. BepoHHKa JOMOTHUTEILHO PacCcTpo-
WJ1ach, HO UTO €CTh, TO €CTh: HeJleNo 3WHA KW, HEeJIeTo 3aKOHYMIIA, OTKY/A Ke B3AThCS JITTMHHOW
MPOLIECCUU Ha TTIOXOPOHAX ?

Capsce B maiuny, ['eopruii 3ameTunt:

— Herycro. ITpu ToM oOpa3e xu3HH, 4TO BeJia 3MHOUYKA, OHA BIpaBe ObLIa PACCUMTHIBATH, YTOO
ee OTneBaJia Mo KpaiHeill Mepe 4eTBepTh ropoja.

— TBo#sl UpOHUS HE K MecTy, — npoBopyaia Jlaiima, npucrervBasics. — Kaxaplil 13 HaC MOXeT
0Ka3aThbCs 371eCh, 3TO TPYCTHO.

— Kasnplii 1 okaxercs, MIyIple paHbllle BpeMEHH, YMHBIE B CBOM CPOK. A cecTpuyka y 3UHKHU
xopoliueHbpKas. .. OHa 3amyxem?

— Otkyna s 3Hal0! 31Ha HUKOTJa O Hell He paccKasbiBajia, s BUepa cama BIIEpBbIE YCIIbIIIAIa
ee, a CerogHs yBuiea.

— [Nonaraio, He 3amyxem. MHave Myx cerogs ObUT Obl ¢ HEl, OOHMMAJT 32 TUICUH U yTelnas Obl.
Her, ceppe3Ho, oHa Huvero. .. [lo-moemy, BepoHuka coBepiiieHHO pyrasi, a Kakue y Hee 3aJ0pHbIe
SIMOYKH Ha IIeKax. . .

Crplmarh KOMIUTMMEHTBI OT MYXKUYHHBI B a[Jpec JPYyrou kKeHIIUHbI, TeM 0ojiee KOrJa 3TOT MyK-
YMHA HACTOWYMBO TAIIWJI B TIOCTEJb (€3 pyKH U cep/lia, He Tpeiaras 3HaKkOBOTO KOJIbIIA B IMTOJAPOK ),
BCE PaBHO HEMPUATHO. DTO HAMEK: 51 CPABHUBAIO BaC, CPABHEHKE HE B TBOIO MOJIB3Y. Jlaiima mpo ceds
OTMETHUJIa THIIBITY, KOTOPOM paHbIIIe He 3aMedasia, BIpoueM, OOBIYHO B JIIO/ISIX BUIUIIb KeTaeMoe, a
He JevictButesibHOe. OHa gajna cede CJI0BO HUKOTA K HeMy He 0OpalnaThes C IPOChOaMu, HO TIOTOM,
MO3Ke, a CErofHsI Apyrou ciydai, Jlalima roroBa mpocUTh, YHUKATbCSI, 3AMCKUBATD.

— lommenbka, MUJICHBKUI, ThI y3HAJ ?

— O yem? — MeJIbkOM OH B3IJISIHYJI HA Hee, a Ha JIUIe — TJIA3UIIH, Kak OMo/Ia, ¢ POIMUCAHHON
SIPKMMHU KpacKaM# B HUX HaJeka0u. — A... [Ipo MeHTa 1 9TO 03HAYAOT €ro yrpo3bi?

— U1 npo Camky. OHa He 3BOHUT, HA MOW 3BOHKW HM pa3y He OTBETHJIA, TAKOE OIIyIeHHUE,
Oyaro notepsia Tpyoky. [Touemy-To MEHT yIIOMSIHYIT €€ UMsl, TTouemy ?

— 3abbu1, mpoctu. — YBuaeB, 4ro JlaiiMa oOMIUMBO Hamyia ryObl, 3aBepwsi, HO HEe OYECHb
akTHBHO: — Tenepb He 3a0y/y, CeromHs ke pa3Benao. Beixoqu, Thl prexana.

— A TbI He TIOWeIb ?

— He mory. W3BunuMCH nepen BepoHUKOI, CKaxH, s1 00s13aTeIbHO ee HaBelry. .. KcraTu, BhIsSCHH,
CKOJIbKO BPEMEHH OHa 3/1eCh IPOoOy/IeT.

OnATe HaMeK, MOJI, 5 TIEPEKJIIOYHIICS Ha HOBBIT OOBEKT, IOMHTePECHE! TeOsl, B CYIIIHOCTH, e
r1yO0KO 6e3pa3inyHO, KOTO PelirT OXMypsATh [ eopruii, umib Obl He ee. JlaiiMa BRICKOUMIIA U3 aBTO,
elrie pa3 BCKOJIb3b HAIIOMHMB O TIpOockOe, HO BepoHuKa ¢ koMmaHuei ere He BepHYJIach ¢ KJ1aouIIIa,
MO3TOMY OHA YCTPOMJIACh HA JETCKOM IJIOMIAIKE U TTO3BOHMUIIA.

— Kyna 11 iponasa? — onIynivi OBBIIIIEHHBIM TOHOM TOJIOC B TPyOKe.

— He kpuuwm, noxainyiicra, — nposierietasia Jlaitma, 9yBCTBYysI ceOs1 BUHOBaTOM. — {1 He Mora,
noBepb. TYT CTONBKO BCETO CIIyYMIIOCH. . .

— U 410 )e cayunsiock? — He mogo0pest rosoc.

— He o Tenedony. 3aBTpa npueny, odemar. Tol He cepaumbes?

— Cepixych. {1 Topuy B 3TOM IbIpe OE3BBUIAZHO. . .

— 3Ha, 3Halo, — nepedwia oHa. — [Totepru HEMHOTO, S BCe. ..

I'yakxu obopsanu ee pasy, HO MoBTOpHO JlaliMa He Hakasia Ha BHI3OB, 3HAs, UTO CHEIAET XyXKe.
OOXBaTuB TUIEYM PyKaMH, OHA OIYCTHJIa TOJIOBY 1 CMOTpeJia B IIECOYHHMITY, T/e MecKa Kak TAaKOBOTO
He OBLIO, a pocyia TPaBKa, MPeBpaTUBIIAsICS 32 JIETO B BBICOXINME cnuiibl. [IpuaeT BecHa, U CKBO3b
YMEPIIYIO CYXOCTh TPOObETCs HOBasl, ’KMBasi TPaBa, a C YEJIOBEKOM Tak He ObIBaeT, OH He BO3POXKIa-
eTcsl, eClv YK ymep, To HaBcera. Jlaiima Oostiiack cMepTH, 3TO ecTecTBeHHO. CTpax yMepeTb, PHCY-
HiA OOJBITMHCTBY, HO OTJAJICHHBIN ¥ YMCTO SMITUPUIECKUI, B €€ CO3HAHUY UMEJT BITOJTHE peajibHOe
BOILIOIIEHUE, BO3MOXHO, U3-32 YPE3MEPHON MHUTEIIBHOCTHU. TONBKO KTO ObI TOUHO CKa3aJl, Ijie KOH-
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YyaeTcsl MHUTEJIbHOCTb, @ HaUMHaeTcs npeadyBcrBrue? Kto onpenenut rpaHuily Mexay STUMU AByMS
nouaruamu? He omgHo 11 910 ¥ TO *€e?

Bo Bpemsi CKpOMHBIX TIOMWHOK ellle OIWH TOKa3areslb CMYTHJI BepoHUKY: Majio roBOpWIv
o 3uHe, Majio ObLIO BOCIOMUHAHMNA. Kak ke MmpoXkuiia oHa CBOI0 KOPOTKYIO XW3Hb, B YaCTHOCTH Te
[ATh JIET, YTO CecTphl He odmamuch? HaBepHoe, He STOT HECBOEBPEMEHHBI BOMPOC JOIKEH ObLI
OecriokonTh BepoHUKy, HO OH HACTOMYMBO Jie3 B TOJIOBY.

brnarogaprocte Knasnnu BacunbeBHe 1 cocelike, KOTopasi He OTKpbLIa IBEpb, Korna Beponuka
BIIEpBbIE MTPUIILIA CIOJIA, ObLIa BeJIMKa. PacTporaHHbie JKeHITUHBI U3bSIBIIIN XKeJIaHUe IIOMOYb YOpaTh,
Ho Jlama (neByIiika, He MpeCTABUBIIASCS BHAYAJIE) UX BBITPOBOAMIIA, YOS IUB:

— BBl ¥ Tak HAMasJIMCh, UAUTE OTABIXATh, 1 OCTAHYCh U IIOMOTY.

CoOcTBeHHO, YOOpKa MpeAcTosiia HeOobIas, HAPOAY-TO MPHIILIO. .. BepoHHKe ObLIO CTHIIHO
BCIIOMUHATH. .. HO BCE 3aKOHYMJIOCh, TOJTBKO BHYTPH OCTAJICSI MyTHBIN OCAJIOK.

Jlara, cABMHYB pyKaBa TOHKOW BOHOJIA3KU K JIOKTSIM, C SHTY3Ua3MOM MbUIA TIOCY/Y, a TIO/IBbI-
nuBIIas BepoHrka HoCHIIa Ha KYXHIO TapeJiKu, CKJIabIBaJIa B BBIMBITBHIN XOJIOMMIBHUK OCTATKU €Ibl,
MOTOM CHJIeJIa, TIOJTNIepeB CKYJIbI JIAJOHSAMU U HaOmonas 3a IeByIiKkoi. Eii Bcerma HpaBUIvcCh SHEP-
TMYHbIE, CIIOCOOHBIE B3ATh MHUIIUATUBY B CBOM PYKH JIIOJIH.

— Tol jaBHO 3HaKOMa ¢ 3UHOM? — MOMHTEPecoBaIach BepoHuka.

— He ckazana 6b1, — otBeTHiIa [amia, mpogoskast MeITh ocyny. — [0 Mbl M3peika BCTpeyaiuch
B KOMITAaHMX, HO KaK TAaKOBOTO B3aUMHOTO MHTEpeca Apyr K APYry He MPOsBIIN. A Mecsla Tpu
Ha3aJl CTOJIKHY/IUCh B Kadellke, s 3alula TyJa MepeKyCuTh, TaM OblTla 3WHA. MBI Pa3roBOPUIIUCH,
0Ka3aJIoCh, Y HAC HA MHOTHE BEIY OMHAKOBBIN B3IJISII.

— Kaub, — B310XHY/1a BepoHuka.

— [Nouemy?

— IoTomMy 4TO MBI C CeCTpOW He JAAWIN W3-3a PA3HOCTU B3IJISAIOB, 3HAUUT, HE TIOJNAJAUM U
C TOOO¥, a THl MHE HPABUIIILCSI.

—Hy... — ycmexHynachk npusTtenbaniia 3uHbl. — OMMHAKOBOE MUPOOIIYIIIEHUE — 3TO HE 3HAYUT,
YTO U JIOY UACHTHYHBL. BOT CMOTpH, MBI BCe MTPEKpacHO pacrio3HaeM, Ije 100po, a rjie 3710, Tak?
Jlaxe xorjga caMu uieM Ha MOJUIBIA TIOCTYIIOK, 3HAaeM, 4To 3TO 1ioxo. Ho maneko He Bce penaTcs
MIEPECTYNUTH TIOPOT U ClIeJIaTh KOMY-TO IIJIOXO, 51 MMEI0 B BHJY IPOCTYIOK, a HE MEJIKYIO MaKOCTh,
XOTsl... HAUMHAETCS Bce ¢ MeJioueli. Tem He MeHee HaJlo MMeTh CKJIOHHOCTD K IIJIOXOMY.

— Tel MeHs 3amyTana, U3 TBOEH JIATHIHU 51 HUYETO He MOHSIA.

Ha u He mMorna noHsATh. OT BepoHukH yckonb3amu Mbiciu Jlarmm, Kak ¥ CBOM COOCTBEHHBIC,
MOTOMY YTO HAXOIWJIACh OHA TOJ TPY30M YCTaJIOCTH, A U MEPekNBAHUS e¢ JOKOHAIU, K TOMY ke
BBITWJIA BUHA OOJIbIIIE 1TONI0KeHHOTO. OHA U ObsTHEHUE — HOHCEHC, HO JIOKATUIIaCh.

— 51 roBopusia 0 TOM, — MOACAXKUBASCH K HEM 3a Y3KM1 KyXOHHBIN CTOJ, cka3asa [ama, — 9ro
py OOITHOCTU HAIKMX B3IJISAOB MBI ¢ 3UHOM aOCOMOTHO pasHbie Jiioau. To, uto cienana O oHa, He
crenasia Obl 51, 1 HAOOOPOT, MOHsIA?

— Kaxercs, n-na.

Beponwrka oTBesna B3I B CTOPOHY OKHA, 32 KOTOPBIM MPUTaWIach TeMHOTa. YepHas dpipa
Y OTpaKeHHE Ha CTEKJIe — BCe, YTO OHA BUJENA, STH K& KapPTUHBI BUAST KaXIbI Beuep MIJUIMOHBI
JIONIel, HO He BceM OHU KakyTcs (haTaibHbIMU. [1oTOMY 1 cOOCTBEHHOE TTPO3payHOe OTOOpaKeHME
MepeluIoch el KapTUHKON u3 OyayIiero, To ecTb TO BpeMs, Korja ee, BepoHukwu, He OyaeT, Kak
HEeT 3UHHI. ..

— Th1, KaXkeTCSI, COOMpACIIILCS 3aMYXK, TJIe e TBOW KEHUX ? — HaJIBasl Yail B YaIllKu, IIOMHTE-
pecoBanacsk [lama. — [Touemy oH He nipuexai?

— OTKyga Thl 3Haelllb PO MOETO KeHuXxa?

— XM... ThI CETOAHS caMa OOMOJIBUJIACK. .. He moMHuIIIb?
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— He nomu10, — moxkumarna miedyamu BepoHnka, Konasich B COOCTBEHHOM MaMsITU U MPU3HAB,
YTO B HEW MMEIOTCS MPOoOeIbl, a J0 Mapa3Ma Bpoje Obl JaJIeKo.

— Hy u HeBaxHo. I'ie e on?

— Hamepnoe, Ha Masnbre. Otiapixaer. Oif, He CMOTPY Ha MeHsI, Kak Ha OOJIbHYI0. 3HaI0, C €ro
CTOPOHBI OpOCaTh MEHsI B TAKOM TOJIOKEHUU U €XaTh OTABIXaTh... 3-3... M-M... HY, Ja, HEKpacuBo,
HO... Ho! — BepoHuKka nojiHsiIa yKa3aTeJIbHbIN MaJIel], 3TOT MpeaynpeAUTeIbHbIN KECT OOJIbIIIe OTHO-
CUJICS K HEel M TOJIBKO oTdacTH K Jaie. — 1 He Xxouy 3a/lyMbIBaThCsl, HACKOJIbKO MHE HETIPUSITEH €ro
MOCTYIOK. A OH HENpusiTeH !

— U mHe 6b110 Ol HETIPUATHO, — MOAIepkana ee [lama.

— Bce, Bce, Bce, HE XOUy TOBOPUTh Ha 3Ty TeMy, — 3aMaxayia BepoHuka pykamu, ofHaKo cama
ke BepHysach K Cracy, — BEpOSITHO, 1ocyie 3UHbI 3TO OblIa IJIaBHAsE OOIbHAS MO3OJIb:

— Moii Cracvk yMHHUIIA, OYEHb UHTEPECHBIN. .. BHEIITHE U BOOOIIE. .. KAK JIMYHOCT. . .

— Thl nbsiHA, — KOHCTaTUpOBAJIA [ama.

— Hy u uto? Ilogymaems!.. {1 npo yro ropopma?

— IIpo Cracuka. Kakoil oH ymHu1a.

Brpyr Beponuka, notepsiB MHTEpEC K TemMe, 0OXBaTHJIa TOJIOBY PyKaMH M 3aXJII0Naia HOCOM,
KaJTysicb HOBOW 3HAKOMOIA:

— ¥V MeHs cruionHou 3aBaji. AToT ypon — JlapuyeB, ecTb Takou clieioBaresb, U3 keje3a cie-
JIaHHBIN, 3aMaHUJI MEHS CI0fIa U BBIPAJI TIOATMCKY O HEBBIE3/IE, 51 Y Hero 3aracHoi BapuanT. OH mnpe-
KPacHO TIOHUMAET, YTO K CMEPTH CECTPHI 51 He MIMEI0 OTHOIIECHUSI, HO He BBIITYCKAEeT MEHsI U3 Topoja.
Yro 4 31€ech JOMKHA JeJaTh, Ha KaKHE IIUIIN KATH?

— Xouelllb, y3Hato, 4To 3T0T JlapuyeB 1ymaeTr Ha TBOH cueT?

— A TbI MOXeIlIb?

— Huuero He obemiaio, HO y MEHsI €CTb 3HaKOMasi B MAJIMIIUHM, MIPaBJa, OHA PSIIOBOW COTpYI-
HUK. ..

— V3Hait, a? — BepoHuka J1axe ciierka nporpespesia. — X0Th IPUMEPHO.

— IompITatoch. A Tenepb naBai s Teds yIOXKYy. . .

Hamma B3sija ee 3a 1uie4u, romorasi BCraTb, 1 BepoHrKa MOKOPHO TMOIIIa ¢ Hell B CHAJIbHIO,
COHHO OopMoOua:

— He yxonu. Ilepenouyii 3neck. MHe Tak He 110 cede. .. 3Haelllb, OTKYa-To OepeTcsi OllyIeHHe,
OyITo 51 B 9TOM KBapTuUpe He onHa. Her-HeT, B aXxWMHEI0 TUIMa MpU3paKoB 51 HE BEpIO, HO MHE TYT
HECIIOKOWHO. .. OY€Hb TPEBOXKHO.

— Xopollo, He yiy.

Beponuka ynermnach, He pa3eBasch, CBEpHY/IACh KAJTAUMKOM, TTOAJIOKHUIIA JIATOHH MO/ IEKY U
3aKkpbuia mia3a. OHa MPUBBIKJIA CAMOCTOSITENILHO PellaTh CBOM MPOOJIEMBI, He KaTysCh HA CYabOy U
He TpeOys y4yacTust nocTopoHHUX. OHAKO ceiyac OIMHOYECTBO €€ YTHETAJIO U MyTaJIo.

[MoceHe mepen CHOM MBICITBIO OeTHSKKY ObLT0: «Co0aKy 3aBecTH, UTo Jin? 3710pOBYI0, 3JTI0-
11yI0, C KJIBIKaMH. .. [la rae x ee B3siTb, TOTOBEHBKYIO ?»

Jlaria Hak pbiJTa yCHYBITYI0 BepoHuKy ofesiiom, moHadmoaaa 3a He U, yI0CTOBEPHUBIIKCH, UTO
Ta CIHT, CITyCTHJIach BHU3. B3sBIIMCH 3a TenedoH, B Ty ke MUHYTY MepeayMaa 3BOHUTh — TIO3HO
yXe, K TOMy ke HedeM nopanoBarh. OHa OThICKaJIa IJIe/l, AWBAHHBIE MOAYIIKU YJIOXWIA APYr Ha
ApyTa 1 Jierya, B3sIB CTapble JKeHCKHE JKypHAJIbl, IMEBIIUeCs B U30bITKe. OUeBUIHO, MOKOMHAS 3UHA
o0o0sKaJia CIUIETHH, CJIE3JIUBbIe UCTOPUH PO JIIOOOBb, MOy M KPOCCBOP/HL. . .

Cnana [Jama uyytko. HoBoe mecTo 1 oTcyTcTBUE KOM(OPTHOM MOCTENN KAK-TO HE PACHOaraioT

K KpenkoMy cHy. Ilog yTpo oHa ycisllaa Mmer4okK, BepHee, IPOCHYJIach JO TOro, Kak IIEJIKHYJIO B
MIPUXOKEN.
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[TpunoaxsBIIKCh Ha JTOKTE, Jlalia mpucIyIianack, ragas, YTo MOIJIO TaK XapaKTEPHO ILEJIKHYTh
— OyATO KJIIOY MTPOBEpHYJICA B 3aMKe. [1oToM eif mokazanock, JBepb KTO-TO TUXOHBKO MPUTBOPUIL. A
€cJIM He MoKa3ajioch? KTo noxanoBasl HY CBET HU 3aps?

Jlama oTKMHYJIa 1J1e]], CIyCTHIIa Ha 110J1 HOTH, 3aMepJia, JIMXOpal0yHO MPUIIOMUHAs, TAE OCTa-
BWJIA CYMOYKY. Ara, 6paja TenedoH, MOTOM KMHYJIA ero Ha3a/] B CYMOUKY, 3HAUUT, TJIe-TO TYT. .. MO/
PYKOM. ...

B npuxoskeii 3aropesncs CBET, 0 4YeM CBUIETEILCTBOBANIN SIPKUE U Y3€HBKUE MOJIOCKH IO LIETISM.
Jlainy Hesib3s Ha3BaTh TPYCUXOM, HO, TAPJIOH, HE B 3TOW CUTYallUU.

Ei1 To4HO 13BECTHO, YTO B KBApTUPE HUKTO, KpOMe 3UHAWIbI, HE KU1, Pa3Be YTO cama MIOKOU-
HUIIA 320bUTa KaKyI0-TO Belllb 320paTh B MOTMIIY M BepHYJIach 3a Hell. Ho mpu3pakam a1eKTpuiecKuil
CBET He HyXeH, OHU U 0e3 KJIIouel 00XoasATCs 1Mo ujee. . .

— Kro 3xech?! — rpomMko, ¢ maHUKOM B rojioce, KpukHysa Jlaia, mapsi pykaMmu 1o KpecjiaM B
MOMCKaX CYMKH. A 00CTaHOBKA UyXkasi, K TOMY e TeMHO, OJIHOM cTparrHoBaTo. Ho pa3Be oHa onHa? —
Beponuka! Beponuka, uau cioga! ¥V Hac roctu!

Jlama Haiynana CyMOYKy, JMXOPaJO4YHO PACCTETHYJIAa «MOJIHUIO», BBITPSACIA U3 HEe BCE, UTO
TaM MMEJIOCh, Ha CTOI.

B npuxosxeit KTo-To 3arona. ..

— Beponuka! — 3Basna [laiia, omtynbiBast IpeMETHI Ha CTOJIE, YTO-TO MOMNaJalo Ha MoJl.

— Beponu. ..

— Yro ciyuniocs? — nosiBuIach Ta. — ['je e TyT BhIKJIIoYaresinb?

I"'pomMko 3axJi0nHyIack BXO/AHAS IBEPH, 4 Uepe3 MUHYTY Jlaliia BKITIOUMIIA MePBbI MOMABIITUICS
CBETWJIbHUK, K CUACTbIO, B KOMHATE UX HECKOJIbKO, UCKAaTh J0JITO B TEMHOTE HE MTPULILIOCH.

— Tw1 yero? — mrypsich, pousHeciaa Beponuka. [lake co cHa M coclieny 3aMeTria OJieJHbIA BU]T
HOBOW TIOAPYTH.

— 31ech KTO-TO OBUI. .. — MOIYHIENOTOM Mpor3Heca Jlama.

— B kBaprupe? Kro? Korna?

— Tonbko uro. S caplmana... u... ¥ TaM CBET TOPUT. ..

HenpousBonbHo Beponuka axHysna: B pykax Jlama aepkalia MECTONIET U OCTOPOXKHO TPUOITH-
JKaJlach K JIBepH, Bellyllel B puxoxkyio... OHa cmenasi. I oueHb coBpeMeHHasl.
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6

Jlaiima crippIrHysia Ha MIEPPOH, MOEKUIAch, epeiepHyB IieyaMu. B anekTpuuke npurpenach
Y Jaxke B3[IpeMHYJIa, a Ha BO3[yXe ee 00JaJI0 YTPEHHEN MPOXJIaJI0i, BIaKHON U TUITMYHO OCEHHEM.
ConHile NOAHSIOCH K BEPXYIIKaM JIEPEBLEB, CIICTIUIIO I71a3a CKBO3b BETBU U MOXKYXJIYIO JIUCTBY, TEM
HE MeHee OT Hero ITIeJT TOJIbKO SIPKHIA CBET, HO He Teruo. Jlaiima roBecusia OOoJbIyI0 CyMKY Ha IUIeY0,
BTOPYIO B3sJIa B PYKY M SHEPrUYHO 3aIiarajia K jaepeBHe. [JJopora oT moiycraHka Beja yepes JIECOK,
BECHOW 3[1eCh pa3/laeTcsi NTUYbEe MHOTOTOJIOChE, a CeYac CKPOMHO UUPUKAIA BOPOObH M JIETAJIH
BOPOHBI, KaK Obl HAOMIOIAs! 3 TMOPSIIKOM Ha 3aXBaYEHHOUN TEPPUTOPHH.

Jlaiima Toporuiiack, 1a Ha KaOJlykax 1o IMPOCEIOYHON J0pore He pa3roHUIIbCs, a 0e3 HUX BUJI
HE TOT, caMO4YyBCTBUE He TO. OHa U3 TeX JKeHIIMH, 1JIsI KOTOPbIX MOPBaHHBIN YYJIOK — Jpama, CJo-
MaHHBIA HOTOTh — Tparejus, BHelIHeMy Buay Jlaiima mpugaeT orpoMHOe 3HaueHHe, He paciycKa-
ercsl Jake IoMa, 4Tto0 B MPHUBBIYKY He Bomwio. Tem Gonee nepen HUM nosiBUThCS B KPOCCOBKAX,
CO3HATEJIbHO YKOPOTUB CBOM CTPOMHBIE YXOKEHHbIE HOKKU U POCT, HEe pUCKHYJA Obl. [lo JepeBeHb
XOIUT aBTOOYC, TOJIBKO €ro MOXHO MPOXAATh U 1OJTYaca, U Jac, a MATH TI0 JIeCy, BIIbIXask XBOWHO-
JIMCTBEHHBIN apoMar, ClIOOPEHHbIN KPEMKO 3eMJISIHOM OTAYIIKOM, HACIaXAAThCsI TOKOEM — OT 9TOTO
Y/IOBOJIbCTBHSI OTKA3bIBAIOTCSI OOJIBAHBI.

INeprionuuecku otapixas, Jlaiima goOpanack 10 orpajisl OBIBIIETO JOMa OTIbIXa C CAHATOPHBIM
PEKMMOM TIOJI KOJOBBIM Ha3BaHUEM «0a3a». Han Bbe3noM momykpyrom Oesesa HaqMHUCh «OCHOBA
oI1a», 4yTo o3Hauasio «COCHOBas poia», MPOCTO OTNAIM OYKBbI, & IPUCTABUTH UX HekoMy. Orpazia
KanuTtajbHas, HO Oe3 yxojia oOBeTIIalia, 3a Hell pacrosiarajics napk, 3a HuMm — Jiec. [1o 1ieHTpasib-
Hou ajutee Jlaiima Jo111a 10 I71aBHOTO 3/IaHK S STIOXU CTATMHU3MA, BOT €MY-TO HUYEro He CAeaoch,
CTOUT ce0e MOHYMEHTOM C KOJIOHHAMH U OaJTIOCTpajaMu, pa3Be UTo MITyKaTypKa Koe-Tae 0OBajIv-
nack. VI BHYTpU Bce TOT ke MapKeT, Te ke BHICOKUE MOTOJIKU, OOJIbIIINE OKHA, BCE 1IeJIEXOHbKOE, JIUIIIb
TpeOyeT KOCMETUYECKOTO PEMOHTA. YMeJH paHbllle CTPOUTDh, YMEIH.

Ero xoMHara OblJ1a OTKpPBITA, OH HE 3alpaeT JABEPb, U OKHO y HEro MOCTOSIHHO HACTEXb, CIoIa
BOPBI-JIOMYIIIHUKH He 3ariisiablBaloT, OpaTh Hevero. JlaliMa moctaBuiia CyMKH Ha CTYJIbsI, COpOCHIIa
KYPTKY, MOJOILIA K OKHY U CJIAJIKO MOTSHY/IACh, MOJHSAB PyKU Haj rojoBor. OHa ycnena U TUKOU
KpPacoTOH U3 OKHA MOM000BAThCS, U CYMKH pa300paTh, U MOPSIIOK HABECTU, TIOTOM pellInjia y3HaTb,
Kyaa oH nozieBasics. Tonbko Jlaiima peruTenbHO ABUHYA K BBIXOIY, IBEPb PACHAXHY/IACh.

— T'ociony, rae Thl ObUT? — 0OOMIIENA OHA OT ero pacxJisiOaHHOTO BU/A.

Mupon 6e3 cyeTsl TOCTaBUJI YIOUKY B YTOJ, Ty/a e Ha IOJ KUHYJI CYMKY, ITOCJIe 9TOr0, MOCTa-
BUB PYKH Ha MOSIC, XMYPO OTBETUII:

— Ha poibasike.

— T moOuUIIL YAUTH PHIOY?

— Teprniets He Mory. A yem elnie 3/1ech 3aHAThCS ?

C MenopaMaTiIHBIM cTOHOM JlaiiMa Opocuiiach eMy Ha IIiel0, HEMCTOBO LIeJIOBaJIa JIAIIO, 3aITy-
CTUB MAJIbIBI B €70 COJIOMEHHbIE BOJIOCHI, YCIIEBIIUE 32 JIETO He TOJIBbKO OTPACTH [IO I1JIeY, HO U BbILIBE-
ctu. A MUpOH Tak | CTOSUT: PyKH Ha T0sice, HOTH IIIUPOKO MOCTABJIEHBI, Ka3aJI0Ch, €My TIIyOOKO 0e3-
Pa3NuYHbl €€ CTPACTHBIE, MIOUTH UCTEPUYHbIC, MOy, YTO OCTyAuIo JlaiiMmy, HO 4yTh-4yTh, OHA
0eCNOKOIHO 3arfsiHyIa B €ro JIUIO ¢ TOHKUMH YepTaMU.

— HoBoctu moxue? — cripocut oH, a He JlaiiMa 3aana BOIpoc: MOJ, HeYKeIl Thl He COCKY-
YUJICS, HE XOYelllb MeHsl, KaK 51 Xouy T1e0s1?

— MH=e. .. — OHa crIoTHYIa, TIofaBsis Oy piieHue cTpacTelt BHyTpr. — MHe He XOTeIoch Obl TeOst
paccTpauBarh. ..

— 3Haunr, ioxue. Torma He celyac. ..
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BuesarmHo MypoH phIBKOM MPHUTSIHYI €€, KaJHO BIOWICS TyOaMu B ryObl JlaiiMbl, C:xumas 10
6o 1 xpycra Kocteil. OTHOBPEMEHHO OH MPOJIBUTAJICS K KPOBATU M MIPU TOM YMYIPSJICS CTACKH-
BaTh C Hee OfIek/1y, OTOpachiBast Ky/a Momajo TO PyKO, TO HOTOH, €y YTO-TO Majajio Ha IOl

Cockyuwiics, 310 pagoBaio ee. Y HeBo3MOXHO ObUIO MpeJcKa3arh, KakuM OH OyJeT ceifuac —
HEXKHBIM U JIACKOBBIM WJIM B HEM MPOCHETCS KMBOTHBIM MHCTUHKT. VIMEHHO 3TH nepenajpl, Beeraa
HEOXUJIaHHBIE U JIUKOBATHIE, [IPY BCEM IIPU TOM UCKPEHHME U HENIOCPEICTBEHHBIE, JOBOIWIN €€ 10
WCCTYIUIEHUS, 10 TTOJTHOTO OCBOOOXKICHNUSI OT caMo ke ceOs1. ToIbKO ¢ HUM OHa MOHSIA, YTO 3HAYUT
OUYTUTBCA MEXK]Y KU3HBIO U CMEPTBIO, KOI/Ia CMEPTh IIEPECTAET CTPAILUTD, a )KU3Hb XOUETCS OCTa-
HOBHUTbh Ha CMIOMUHYTHOM MOMEHTE, IOTOMY UTO JaJbllie CHOBa HayHeTcs ojiHa OeccMblciauia. He
OECCMBICIIEHHO JIMIIb CErOHs, Ceifuac, TOT MUT, OHA U OH, BE/Ib CKOPO BCE 3aKOHYMTCS. A ceivac
€CTb. ..

W kTo OBI 3TO YCHYJ IIOCJIE HOUHOTO MPOHUKHOBEHUS B KBapTHpY ? KoHeuHo, 1eByIIky Oosbliie
7123 He COMKHYJIH, CUEN Ha KyXHe, MW Yail U raJajii, KTO OTKPbLT COOCTBEHHBIM KJIIOYOM KBap-
THPY, 3aTeM OeccIaBHO Oexall.

— Moxer, mo6oBHuK? — npeanonoxuia Jama. — Toudo! Komy emre, Hanpumep, Tl gajia Obl
KJII04?

— He 3nato. — [Ipu Bcelt tornyHOCTH NpeanonoxkeHus BepoHuka oTHecaach K HEMY HeJloBep-
ynBo. — Knmagaust BacusbeBHa nipo moO0BHMKA HUYETO HE TOBOPUJIA. . .

— N ut0? — PpripkHyna Jama. — A ecinu TBOsS cecTpa M OH [0 KaKUM-TO ITpUYMHaM Tarituch? OH
JKeHaT, K mpuMepy! A ero Tects (WM Tella) 3aHUMAeT OTBETCTBEHHBIH TIOCT U NP JIEHbraX, CAesaeT
U3 34Ts1 OTOMBHYIO U CKOPMUT ABOPHSIKKAM, €CIIM Y3HaeT.

— Hey6enutenpHo. [ToueMy OH 1O/ yTPO MpHUILIEN, a He paHblie?

— Knan, korza skeHa Kperko 3acHeT, — XUXMKHYyJa Jlamia, cama He MpUHUMasi BCEpPbE3 CBOE
TosnkoBaHue. — Ho pa3 oH npwuiiies u He Tauics, 1axe BKJIIOYUI CBET, TO, BBIXOAUT, O CMEPTU 3UHAU/IbI
HE 3HaJI.

— Wnu 3Hau1, HO ObLT yBEpeH, UTO B KBapTUpe HUKOro HeT. M motom! — Bcrmomumiia Beponuka. —
KnaBausa BacunbeBHa 003BOHMJIA BCeX, 4Yero ke OH He mpuien Ha kiaaoume? [lonarao, Homep
moOOBHMKA 3MHA BHeCa Obl B MOOUJIbHUK.

LleHHast MBICIIb, OHAKO, HE OOBSCHSIONIAs, KTO U 3a4€M IBITAJICS IPOHUKHYTh B KBapTUpy. B
MOIOOHBIX CiTydasix uTo JenaioT? CoBeTyTCsl ¢ KOMIIETeHTHBIMU JTI0bMU, BepoHuka rprHecna Ha
KYXHIO COTOBBII Tele()OH 1 yriIyOuIach B CIIUCOK KOHTAKTOB.

— Komy Tb1 3B0HMIIIL? — OcBetoMmiach Jlarna.

— CnenoBaremo. £ roBopuia Tede mpo Hero.

— I[omHI0, MOMHIO. «YPOJI, C/IETaHHBIN U3 Keje3a».

— VivenHo. Mbl Bce paBHO He A0OAymMaeMcsl, KTO TPUXOIMI, a Ajisl Hero nHgpopmaims Oyaer
none3Ha. He 6epet TpyOKy. ..

— Mauto 1, o Kakoii mpuurHe OH He OepeT, a Thl cpasy packucia. [I03BOHUIIb MO3Ke.

Beponuka nporosnionanace. K cyactelo, BuepaliiHie rocTu, €ci MX MOKHO Tak Ha3BaThb, HE BCE
cvenu. Ha cron u3 XxonoguiipHUKa epeKoYeBaIv 3aKyCKU, OCTaBILIMECS MOC/IE BUEPAIIHUX [TOMUHOK,
Hamia, motupast pyku, OKUBUJIACK:

— Kak BoBpems! A To ogHy Bomy xJsiebaem. JlaBaii momory Hape3aThb. . .

BepoHnuka otnasia ieByIIke Chblp ¥ Koioacy, Ta COCpeIoTOYeHHO Havasla pe3aTh Ha TOHKHUE JIOM-
TUKU. .. HeoxxuianHo rajgkasi MbIc/ib TBO3IEM 3acesia B royiose: KTo [Jaia — gpyr uiam Bpar? Bot tak
BAPYT YIAPHIIO U YTO XOUelllb C ITUM, TO U Jiesail. Bripouem, BApyr HIuero He ObIBaeT, JiioOasi uaes
uMmeer 6azy.
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BuHoii HOUHOE sIBJIeHHE, a B TOM, YTO OHO ObUIO, BepoHHKa He cOMHeBaach, MOTOMY YTO,
MIOMHUMO CBETA B MPHUXOKEH, TOCTATOUHO ObUIO B3MJISIHYTh Ha HOBYIO 3HAKOMYIO M YBUIETh, KAK OHA
Haryrana. Kazanoch Obl, pa3 Hamyrasa, TO He JIOJDKHA BBI3BIBATh MOO3PEHUH, a y BepoHuku, ¢ ee-
To Oorareiiment (paHTaszuel, OHU, HAOOOPOT, paspacraiuch. Ho camoe yauBUTEIBHOE, TIONO3PEHUS
BBICTPAaUBAIUCH JIOTMUECKH — KaK pa3 HOYHOW BU3UTEP M 3aCTaBHJI 33/JyMaTbCs: TaK JIM Bce Oe3-
OOMJHO, €C/i He CUMTATh TOAIMMUCKU O HeBble3ne? A moueMy He cuuTtarh? TBOPATCS MpecTpaHHbIe
CTPAaHHOCTH, HAYMHASL C ITON UIMOTCKOU MOIMUCKHU.

Beponuka o6Bena ria3aMu KyxHio, COOCTBEHHO, HE MHTEphEp €€ MPUBJIEK, OHA CJIOBHO UCKaJIa
OTBET Ha CTEHaX: [T0YEeMY ee BITYCTHJIN )KUTb B KBAPTHPY YOUTOM CECTPHI, TOTIa KaK 3aKOHAMH 3aripe-
LIEHO XO35IMHUYATh JI0 BCTYIUIEHUs B IIpaBa HacyienoBanus? [a, moau Xxo3aiHNYaIoT, HO AEAI0T 3TO
BTHXapsi, a TYT KJII0Y BBITATN O6e3 0cOObIX yroBopoB. Majio yoexaaet, Oyaro JlapuueB MpoHUKCS, TaK
CKazarh, KAJIOCTHIO K ee 0e3/1eHeKbI0, 3TH TOBAPUIIY HUKOTO HE JKaJIeloT — BCEM M3BECTHO.

He naiins yno6oBaprmMoro oteeTa, BepoHuka BHOBb Niepekiouriach Ha Jlarry, eMHCTBEHHYIO
nozipyry youenHoii cectpsl. Ho 310 ¢ ee cioB 3unka u [damma Obuti mogpyramu, a KTo OATBEPANT?

— YTO THI HA MEHS TaK CMOTPHIIIL? — HEe TOJHUMAs 1J1a3, cipocuia Jlamma. iHTepecHo, Kak oHa
yBUjIeNa, 4YTo BepoHuka cMoTput Ha Hee? BuyTpu y [aiu ectb kamepa cieskeHusi?

— JlioGy1och. — BepoHuka HY Ha CEKyHIy He 3a/lyMajach, 1aBasi OTBET, KOO YaCTMYHO FOBOPHMIIA
npasy, Beap Jlamia qeicTBUTEIbHO OUeHb MpUBJIeKaTeIbHAs. — ] ke XyJ0KHUK B HEKOTOPOM poJe,
MeHS, KaK Xy/lI0KHHMKa, TPUBJIEKAeT KpacoTa.

— Cnacubo.

A He cnienasbHO JI OHA yoeskana BepoHuky B npyx0e, rimaHupys 3aHodeBaTh y Hee? Bapyr
ei1 Hy’)KHO HalTH 3[IECh HEYTO Ba)KHOE, KAaK 1 HOYHOMY rOCTIO. .. Jla-/1a, HOUHOM IrOCTb SIBUJICS YTO-TO
3a0paTh U3 KBapTUphl. Eciii 6 OH ObLT TIOOOBHUKOM, KaK MpeArooxuia Jlama, To, yClublaB qyxKie
JKEHCKHe rojioca, He yoesxkas Obl. OH k komy npuiten? K 3unke? A y 3MHKM NOAPYKKH 3aHOUEBAJIH,
UCITYTaJIUCh TIOCTOPOHHUX M HEOXHMJAHHBIX IIOPOXOB — pa3Be Tak He ObiBaeT? Jla MycTh OH XKeHaT
cpasy Ha JIByX TeJIKax — He yIes Obl, K TOMY ke OCTaTOK HOuM oOerasl ObITh BECEIEHbKUM, KOT/Ia BCe
BBISICHUJIOCH ObI, HO TOCTb (MJIM TOCThSI, UTO TOXe He UCKJTIoUeHO) yoexair. A Jlama! Jlarma rotoBuiach
BCTPETUTD €r0 C HACTOSIIIICH MyIIKOW B pykax. Heyxenu BeicTpesmia Obl B Hero?

— V 1eb6s nucroner... — ckazana BepoHuka, crapasich IpuiaTh MHTOHALIMSM OECIIEYHYIO JieT-
KocTb. — ['1ie ThI ero B3suia?

— IIp! Kynuna, pasymeercsa. Ho nocne ucropuu ¢ TBoed CecTpoil U CErOAHSAIIHEN HOUM s,
MoKy, Ha YJIUITY C Ta30BBIM MUCTONIETOM OoJiblnie He Bhiiiny. [IpnoOpery rpaHatomer, Ha XyJoi
KOHell aBToMar KasaniHukosa.

AX, TIMCTOJIET Ta30BbIi... DTO Xe JIpyroe Aejio, BepoHuka Toxe JIaBHO XOTesla MpUoOpecTu
HEUTO MoI00HOE 1)1 CaMOOOOPOHBI, 12 BCE KAK-TO HE MOy4aloCh BHIKPOUTH JEHET.

— W 51 661 HE TPOYb aBTOMAT 3aMMETh, — MEUTATEILHO MTpou3Heca oHa. — K coxasieHnio, ceiiyac
JEHer HeT Jaxe Ha nuctosieT. Ho Kak ToNbKO MosiBATCS. ..

— T'oroBo, — ynbiOHYyachk [lama, cMaxuBasi KpOUIKM U 00pe3ku co crona. — He cuam cioxa
PYKH, TAPEJIKU CTaBb.

[Tpuxogur xe Bcsikas qypb B rosoy! [lucroner emie He MOBO MOJO3pEBATh YEJIOBEKA YEpT-
TE B YEM.

Brimonnus npock0y, Beponrka, moka HOBasi MOApyra packJia/iplBasa eIy Ha Tapeskax, Mo3Bo-
Hwia JlapuueBy, OH He B3sJT TPYOKy — BOT 3Mel Ha Janax! [Ipunuiock mpucTynuTh K 3aBTPaKy,
KOTOpBIM yXke He Ka3aJiCcsl KeJaHHbIM, Yy BepoHMKM Bceraa Tak: HEMpPUSATHOCTb WJIM TTOBBIIIEHHAS
TPEBOXHOCTD IPUBOAT K MOTepe arnmneruTa. HenpustHOCTE! XOTh OTOABIISAN, a IOUYEMY TpeBOra yKo-
penwiack? BoH B yeM zieno. .. Busurep eiicTBOBaJI Tak YBEPEHHO U O€300s3HEHHO MOTOMY, YTO OH
TOYHO 3HAJI: B KBapTUpe HUKOro HeT. [Tpuxonui yyxoil 3uHe 4esoBeK, a 3TO yXke CTPALIHO.
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OH ycran. 3arauB AbIxaHue 1 00SICh TIOTPEBOKHUTH €T0 COCTOsTHUE MOKOsI, Jlaiima cMoTpera Ha
Oe3ynpevHO BHITOUYECHHBI MPOib, HA TEHU OT COMKHYTBIX PECHHMII U OJIe/THOE JIUIIO, TTOXOXkee Ha
MpaMOpPHOE M3BasiHUAE, B KOTOPOM KMBET AyIlla KaMHsI, HO He 4eloBeka. MUpPOH KpacuB, Kak CKa-
304HBIN MPUHIL, IPaBJa, HPAB y HETO KOLIMApHbIi, HO Ha TO €CTh IPUYMHBI, 3TH IIPUYMHBI U OPTAT
XapakTep, a XapakTep B CBOIO o4epeb oTpaBisieT xu3Hb Jlaiive. B obmem, momyvaercsi ceoeodpas-
Has LeMb JyPHBIX 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEH, /1a TOIBKO OT HUX He YUTH c1ab0BOJIBHBIM JofassM. OH MJtaiie
Ha 1EJIBIX IIeCTb JIET, JIaiiMy yacTo oXBaThIBaJl yKac, YTO KTO-TO U3 JKEHIIUH, MOJIOKE U KPacUBEH,
MOeT 3aMeHUTh ee. [IJis JIaliMbl 3T0 OBLTO OBl CMEPTH TIOIOOHO.

Omna gymana, OH 3acHYJI, HO MUpPOH He criat:

— JlaBaii CBOM HOBOCTH, TOJILKO O€3 BCTYILJICHUH.

— be3? Xoporo. 3uny yommu. 3ape3air HOYbI0 OKOJIO IoMa.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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