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Ejena ApcenneBa
Tpyoka, ckpunka u J1000BHHUILIA

— Baie nmneparopckoe BeIMYECTBO, MOJIIO BAC YCIIOKOUTBCS U MTOPa3MBICIUTB !

[Tpunn I'eopr INomutunckui, aaaa umneparopa Ilerpa 111, B oTyasiHuM rsgen Ha CyTysyio
CIMHY TUIEMSIHHUKA, KOTOPBIN CTOSLI, IVISI[S1 B OKHO, U PE3KO BOAMJI CMBIYKOM 10 CTPYHAM CKPUIIKU.
V3Bnekaemble MM 3BYKH OOJIbIIIE HATOMUHAIY B3BU3TMBAHUS 32KMBO OOMPAEMOI KOIIIKH.

Nmmnepatop ObUT 0OYEHb HE B JyXe.

— Bame BennuectBo! — BHOBb NpHHsUICS B3bIBaTh NpuHL ['eopr. — OT cero pacnopsikeHust
MOXET cHesaThcsl HeMautblil ckaHga1! OHO ryOUTeNbHO [Tl CIOKOMCTBHS HAIUK !

— Her, sTak 6o0mbliie IpoaoKaThcst He MOKET! — MOCIBIIAIICS KEHCKHIA BCKPUK, CTOJb TIPOH-
3UTEJIbHBIN, YTO MPUHILY [ eopry, KOTOpsIi ceituac mpedbIBasl B COCTOSIHUM HEMAJIOTO MOTPSICEHUs, C
Neperyry noyyauaoch, OyATO YeJOBEUECKIM T'0JIOCOM 3aKpUyaia HCTSA3yeMasi CKpHUIIKa.

KoneuHo, ckpunka Oblja TYT HU MIPU YeM — BU3KaJIa JKEHIIMHA, KOTOpasi paHbllie CUeNa Ha
KaHarie, a Terepb BCKOYMJIa U HEPBHO 3aXO/MJIa [0 KOMHATe, 3aMETHO IpUIIa/iasi Ha IIPaBylo HOTY U
TOMasi, CJIOBHO OblTa 00yTa HE B IIEJIKOBBIE Ty(eIbKH, KOTOPbIE TOA00aI0 HOCUTH MPUIBOPHOM Aame,
a B conaarckue canoru. [1punity ['eopry aaxe mocsblimascs 3B0H KaBaJepUIACKUX HITOP. ..

CornacHo Mofe, Ha Jame ObLIM MBIIIHBIE 00K ¢ MUPOKUMH (PHKMaMH, M OHA C JIOCAJION0
OTIIBbIPUBAJIA TSKENbIE CKJIAJIKM IIEJIKa KOJIEHOM, a ¢ (pMKMaMH yIpaBJisjlach HEJIOBKO, CJIOBHO C
HEBEPHO TMOCTaBJICHHBIMH Ha KopalJie mapycamu.

Jluto ee ObUIO HaOEIEHO M HAPYMSIHEHO, OJHAKO JIa)Ke MPUTHPAHUs HE MOIJIM CKPHITh, UTO
KO’Ka MMeJia He3J0POBbIN OJIMBKOBBI 1IBET U ObLIA MPEU3PSAHO IOOUTA OCIIUHAMM.

— He moxer Tak Gosbllie MpOAOIKaThCs, CBIIMTE?! — BHOBb BHIKPUKHYJIA OHA, BIEpsis B
['eopra cTosb JOTHIN B30P Ype3MepHO OOJIBIIMX /7151 €€ BOCTPOHOCEHBKOIO JIMYMKA TJ1a3, YTO MPUHI
lomuTvHCKMI cpa3y MOHsUI, OTKY/IAa HA CaMOM Jiesie MOA1yJ1 BETep, ONACHBIM HE TOJIBKO 711 UMIepa-
TpuLbl EKaTtepuHbl, HO U /17151 BCETO TOCyAapCTBa.

Bort ona, Bcemy npuunHa!

[Tonyuanock, kHsA3b BapATUHCKUI He coirad. ..

Heckonpko MUHYT Ha3al, korja npuHiL ['eopr B puxoskeit *UMIEepaToOpCKUX MOKOEB CTOJKHYJICS
¢ iBanom BapsituHcknM, agbioTaHToM nMiieparopa [letpa, 1 oOpaTusi BHUMaHUE Ha €ro ollapalieH-
HBIA BU], & IOTOM BBICJTyIIAJI, KAKOE TOT MOJIyYMJI IIPUKA3aHUE OT CBOETO I'OCIIOAMHA, IPUHILY TIOYY-
JAJIOCH, YTO KTO-TO 3/IeCh COIIIes ¢ yMa. JInOo oH cam, OO abloTaHT, TUO0 cam umMriepatop. [Totomy
YTO MPHUKA3 INIACUJI: HEMeJIs B3ATh 110]] CTpaxy rocygapbiHio Ekatepuny AJiekceeBHY B €€ MOKOsIX.

Heckonbko MunyT nipuHI ['eopr Tyno cMotpen Ha bapATHHCKOro, 0TOM BBIAABUIL:

— A mocJie uto ¢ Heto Oyner?

KHs13b TONBKO TUIEUaMu MOXKa: Kak 370, uto OyneT? HeykTo He M3BECTHO, Kakasl y4acTh UCTIO-
KOH BEKOB Ha3Hau€Ha Llapuiam, IPOrHEBUBIIMM CBOMX BEHLIEHOCHBIX CyNpyros? Besk ciplmal npo
EBpnokuio Jlonmyxuny, nepsyto cynpyry Ilerpa AnekceeBuua, aeaa HelHelHero umneparopa! Ona
’KU3Hb ITPOBEJIa B MOHACTBIPCKOM 3aToueHHH. [loxoske, BHYK, KOTOPbIH MPEXE 1IeJT [0 CTONaM BeJIu-
KOTO JIeAYIIKH TOJIBKO B HEYMEPEHHOM KYpPEeHUM TPYOKH Ja BUHOMMTHHM, PEIIWI TOCIEI0BATh €ro
IIPUMEPY U B OTHOIIEHUU CTPONTUBOM KEHBI. . .

BapsiTuHCKuil 6€CIOMOITHO YCTaBWIICS Ha MpUHIA [OMIITUHCKOTO W MPUCTOHWICS K CTEHe,
CJIOBHO HOTM OTKa3bIBAJMCh €ro HECTH Aajibllie. KOHEUHO, OH — aAbIOTaHT €ro BEIMYecTBa U IO
JOATy CIIyXO0y JTOJKEH He TOKMO TOJIOBY 32 HErO B ClIy4yae Yero CJIOXHUTh, HO U MOBUHOBAThCS Oec-
IIPEKOCJIOBHO BCSIKOMY IIPUKA3aHUIO, OJHAKO *ke... ['0JIOBY CJI0KUTh — 3TO CKOJILKO YTOIHO, BCEraa
MOKaJTyHCTa, a UICTIONHSATH O€3yMHbBIEe TOCYJapeBbl pacriopsikeHus — yBonbTe! OcoOMMBO Te, KOTOphIe
OTIIaHbI HE UM CaMHM.
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On, kHs3b bapatuackuil, na v npuHi ['eopr Toxe ObUTM CBUAETEISIMH CBApPbI, BCIIBIXHYBIIIEH
HBIHYE, 24 Mast! 1762 roma, 3a ooegom. O6e ObLT He TTPOCTOM, a TTApaIHbIN, Ha YeThIpecTa MePCoH, U
JaBaJICSl OH BBICIIMM MPUABOPHBIM UYMHAM, a TAK)Ke MHOCTPaHHBIM rociam. [TpuunHoi obena Oblia
parudukanms MupHoro gorosopa c [pyccueit. [loroBop BeI3Bas o01iiee HeAOBOILCTBO, 1 MHOTHE 32
00eJ0M CHJIMJIMCH JIeJIaTh XOPOIIYI0 MUHY TpHY TUIOXOM Wrpe, oqHako ummneparop [lerp ®enoposuy,
KOTOPBI ObLT MOMEIIIaH Ha BCEM MPYCCKOM, MpeObIBaAJT B PEBOCXOAHEMIIIEM HacTpoeHnu. OcOOeHHO
OTTOrO, YTO ©6e3B03Me3/IHO BepHY.1 umrnepatopy Ppunapuxy Bocrounyio [Ipyccuio, 0TBOEBaHHYIO y
Hero pycckumu Borickamu. Hy f1a, 17151 ipyra Belb HUYEro He KaJb!

[lerp, xenaBmmii muTh 3a 310poBbe Ppunpuxa Benukoro, BAPYr ONOMHWICS U MPELJIOKUI
TOCT 3a UMIIepaTopcKyio hamuimio. Bee noaHsuuch — kpome rocynapbliu ExkateprHsl AsieKkceeBHb
— ¥ Boimw ctost. Tyt xke TleTp, 3aMeTHBIINMIA HETIOPSIIOK M HAXMY PUBILUICS, TIOCTa CBOero (-
resib-a/iploTanTa ['yoBrya cripocuth, IOYEMy OHa HE BCTasla B 3HAaK yBakeHMs K ero tocty. Ekare-
pHHA OTBETWJIA, YTO, KOJIX UMIIepaTopckas (haMuvs COCTOMT TOJIBKO U3 €€ MyXka, CblHa U €€ CaMOid,
OHA COYJIa IEPEMOHUM U3JTUILHUMMU.

Bricymas cue, nmneparop nodarpoBes ¥ BTopuuHoO otiipaBui I'ynoBuua k Exatepune Asek-
ceeBHe, HakasaB MepeaTh, YTo OHa Jaypa, MO0 JBa ero Asau, MPUHIH [ OMITHHCKYE, 31eCh TPUCYT-
CTBYIOIIIME, TOXKE OTHOCATCS K MMIlepaTopckoit (pamuiuu. U Totuac, 60sich, uto ['yI0BIY NOCTHIINTCS
UCTIONIHATH BO3JIOXKEHHOE Ha HEro Npemepskoe nopyuyenue, [letp nmpuBcTan U, misas Ha kKeHy, BO
BECh IOJIOC 3aKpUYA:

— Hypal..

Bce nupyromue tak u 3amepnu. EkarepuHa npofoikana CUaeTh ¢ MPUKICEHHOW YIIBIOKOH,
OJIHAKO B I1a3ax y Hee OyiecHy/ M crie3bl. HakoHell OHa Haluia CHITbl 3arOBOPUTH U 00paTHIIACh K CHIEB-
meMy psaoM Kameprepy Anekcanapy CepreeBudy CTporaHoBy ¢ MpOChOOH pa3Biiedb ee KaKhM-
HUOYb pasroBopoM. CTporaHoB HavaJl, 3alMHASCh ¥ YyBCTBYSI Ha ceOe HEeIOBOJIbHBINA B3IJISIT MIMITe-
paropa, ofiHaKo kayocTb K Ekatepune AnekceeBHe B3si1a BepX. OH ObLT UeJIOBEK OCTPOYMHBIH, Kpac-
HOCJIOB, OTTOTO OCKOpOJIEHHas! TOCYJapbIHs BCKOpPE CIIPAaBMIIACh CO CJIE3aMU U JIa)e CMOIJIA YIIbI-
0aTbCsl, MYCTh U C YCHJIHEM.

Bnpouem, HuUKTO OoJiee HE YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 HA MUPY HENPUHYKAEHHO, Jake Te, KTO OTKPO-
BEHHO IPUXOIMJ B BOCTOPT OT BCSKOI'O MMIIEPATOPCKOTro IJIEBKA WM unxa. Bee omymianu, 4ro 3ton
BCIIBIIIKOH JIEJIO He KOHYUTCS, MO0 OYeHb YK 3710pajiHasi, MHOrooOeIakoas yXMbUIKa Tuisicaia Ha
ToHKUX rydax [lerpa ®emopoBuya.

W onbITHBIE LIAPEABOPIIBI OKA3AJIMCh TIPABBI B CBOMX MPEYyBCTBUSIX. B KOHIIE Mpa uMmeparop
OOBSIBUII, UTO HAMEPEH YIOCTOMTh HEKYIO JaMy BBICOKOM HArpajibl U YeCTU. A BIIPOYEM, OHA ITOU
YECTH BITOJTHE IOCTOMHA, MO0 M caMa SABJISAETCSI 0COOOM JOCTOMHEHINeH 1 001a1aeT Maccou Herrpepe-
KaembIX JocTouHCTB. TyT [leTp yxke myTasncs B CI0Bax, a y cCOOpaBIIMXCS HAYaJIach CyIasi MyTaHUIa
B Mblciisx. Hakonen umneparopy noganu opaeH CesaToil EkatepuHbl, 1 OH BO3JIOKUII €r0 HA HEKYIO
HEKa3KCTYyI0, KPUBOOOKYIO M CJIerka MpUXpPaMbIBAIOIIYIO JaMy C HeJOOPbIM, HEKPACHUBBIM JIMIIOM. B
Hell He ObLJIO POBHO HUYETro, Ha YeM MOT Obl OTJOXHYTh B30p, KpOMe, CaMO COOOM, BbICOYAMIIIEH
Harpaapl Poccuiickorl nMniepuu, yupexxJeHHou i skeHIMH. Cama HbIHeUHAs1 uMreparpunia Exa-
TepuHa AJlekceeBHa OblIa YIOCTOCHA ee, JIMIIb Koraa oduiimaibHo oOpyumnack ¢ [lerpom demopo-
BUYEM. A TyT BApYr Kakas-TO ypoauHa!..

YPpOnuHOIA-TO OHa, MOXKeET, U OblIa, HO, KaK TOBOPHUTCS, HA BKYC U IIBET ToBapuuien HeT. [is
umrneparopa [lerpa, moxoxe, HUKOro Ha cBeTe He ObLIO ee Kpallle, KO OH He TokKaJes Ui Hee
HaMBBICILIETO OpfieHa. A MOTOM, B CBOMX MOKOSIX, KOI/Ia CKaHJAJIM30BaHHbIE TOCTU YK€ Pa3OILIUCh U
OCTAJTUCh TOJIBKO OJIVKAWIIIve TTPUOTMKEHHBIE MMITEPATOPa, OH TOIIETITAJICS C OPAEHOHOCHOH CcTpa-
IIAJION M TIOBEPr COOPABIIMXCS B OILIEJIOMJICHUE, 3a5BUB, YTO 3TO TOJIBKO MepBbIi mmar. HeiHue xe
Bapsatunckuit umneparpuily EkatepuHy apectyer U ocTaBUT CTpaky B ee okosix. [loromy uro [letp

! Crapblii CTUJIb.
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HaMepeH Pa3BECTUCh C OMOCTHUIEBIIIEH, PACITyTHOM KEHOM! A KEHUTCS OH BOT Ha 9TOM BOIUIOIIEHUU
JAOCTOMHCTB... TyT UMIepaTop TKHYJI MaJblieM B KPUBOOOKYIO Aamy.

— I'oToBbTECH MpUCATaTh HOBOM MMIIEpPATPULIE, TOCHONA, a Thl, bapATUHCKMI, IaroM Mapii
UCTIONHATH MTpUKa3aHue!

BapstuHckuii Bbiles1, He BIIOJIHE OCO3HaBasd, KyJla U 3a4eéM UJET, MeuTas 10 IyTH CBAaJIUThCH C
JIECTHULIBI U CJIOMATh HOTY, IPOITIOTUTH MO0 HEYAsTHHOCTY SI3bIK WUJIM CHEJIaThCs KEPTBOM ellle KaKoro-
HUOY/Ib HECYACTbsI, TOJIBKO Obl HE WCIIOMHATH CEro 0e3yMHOro nopydeHus. TyT-To U momasucs emy
npuHil [eopr [omuruHcKuil, kKoTopomy bapsTHHCKUMIA 1 TOBeAas CBOIO Oey.

Beiciymias ero ¢ nToro Ha JecsIToe, Asi/isl PUHYJICS CIIOMs FOJIOBY K IUIEMSIHHUKY Y ITPUHSICS
B3bIBATh K €ro paccyaky. OfHako, cyas 1o BCeMy, HU pacCylloK, HU cam rocyjaps rnpusua ['eopra ne
CJIbIIAINA. Melany HecTpOiHbIE 3BYKU CKPUITKU — U CBApJIMBBIN KEHCKUI TOJI0C.

KpuBobokast ocoda, KpuBsi MJICHbKUI POT (HaBEpHOE, YTOObI HU OIHOH JIMHUM B €€ Teje He
OCTaJIOCh FTAPMOHUYHON ), IPUHSIACH OPaHUTHCS KaK CONAAT, TaK YTO Yepe3 MUHYTY OOIEHHsI C Hel
npuHL ['OMIITUHCKMI TOPBKO MOXkasies, YTo BBA3AICA B 3TO Jeyo. OIHAKO UMEHHO €€ COJIaTCKUe
MaHepbl ¥ HABEJIM €ro Ha HEKYIO MBICIIb — ¥ TIOOYIVITN IPUOETHYTh K JI0BOLLY CAMOMY PEIIUTEIbHOMY.

— ApecT rocygapbliHu HEOOXOJMMO OTMEHUTb, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, — BHIMATAI OH. — OCMeToch
MPEATOJIOKRUTH — ITO MOKET BbI3BATh HEIOBOJILCTBO B BOKMCKaXx !

[Mpuni [eopr 3Hau, uto roBopui. ['puropuii OpioB, MOOOBHUK MMIIEPATPHILIBI, €r0 OpaTths,
Mpoure U3MaiIoBIpl. .. EkaTepuny moOuia reapausi, Kak Hekora moowia nMrieparpuity Enuzasery
IlerpoBHy. KpacuBas xeHIIMHA, CUSIOIIME IJ1a3a, CTPOMHBIM CTaH, CHUCXOAUTEIbHBIE MaHEPHI, Ja
ele u JII0OOBHAsI CBSA3b C OJHUM M3 HUX, — KOHEYHO, OHU TOTOBBI PEBETh OT BocTopra: «Marymika!
Tocynapeinsi!» A umrnepatop B BOWCKax HEMOMy/sipeH. 3aMeHa JIeHO-rBapary TOTITUHCKUMU TI0JI-
KaMH, CMEIIICHUE CTapbiX, JIIOOUMBIX U Ha3HAYEHHE HOBBIX, HETIOMYJISIPHBIX KOMAaHAWPOB, BBEICHUE
npyccKoid (popMBl, a U BOOOIIE MOBOPOT OT BoWHKI ¢ [Ipyccueii K MUpy ¢ Hel, MOATOTOBKA BOWHBI
1poTuB JlaHMM — OH MHOTO Yero ycnes Hanoptauuts! Hy a ¢ Tex nmop, Kak Mnouuiy pasroBopsl O TOM,
YTO B LIEpPKBaXx-/ie HAIOOHO BCEe MKOHBI MOkEeYb, OCTaBUTh TONbKO Criacutenist u boropoauity, noram
Opajibl COPUTH U HAZIETh JTIOTOPCKOE?

2 To ectb JIIOTEPAHCKOE.
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