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A.Huka
Cepanie MupoB

I'naBa 1 I'nusoii nepeyaok

— Jla s1 e roBopio TeOe, Hevero 371ech JOBUTH?! B Takoe Bpemst HUKTO cioga He cyHercsi! [lep-
BBl pa3 4To Jn?

— Ture Thl — MpoIIUIEN MyKHK, TKHYB OCTPbIM JIOKTEM B JKMBOT, CBOETO XyJOIABOro TOBa-
puia. — BoH Tyia cMOTpU — KMBHYIT OH T0JI0BOH B Hauasio ['H1JI0ro nepeyska, Kyaa ele Mor J0Ts-
HYTbCS TYCKJIbII CBET OT €IMHCTBEHHOrO (pOHapsl.

ITO MecTo, MOTYYMJIO CBOE Ha3BaHME He MPOCTO Tak. B camoMm mnepeysike, HUKOrga He ObUIO
ocBetteHrs1. CKOJIBKO OBl JIAMIT 3[1eCh HE MEHSUTH, OHU TOPEJIM POBHO 0 HACTYIJIGHHS TEMHOTBHI, TIOKa
KTO-HUOYIb U3 TOCTOSIHHBIX OOMTaTesIell, He PEIIUT BEpHYTh NPUBBIUYHYI0 OOCTAaHOBKY. M oHM ke
CIIpaBJISIM 3[IECh ECTECTBEHHYIO HYKJy. OTYEro, 3aCTOSABIIMNCA 3allaX MOYHU, IPEKPACHO XapaKTe-
pU30BaJ HA3BaHKE JIAHHOTO MeCTa.

EcrecTBEeHHO Bce MECTHbIE JKUTEJH, CTapajich 0OXOOUTh CTOpoHOH I'HMI0i nepeynok. Benp
Aaxe MaTpysiv, BCE pexe U Ooee HEOXOTHO MPHUE3kKAIM Ha BbI3OBBI, 3HAsl, YTO HUKOIO B HEM He
HaiyT. Ho cerosHs 6bl1 0coOeHHBIH ieHb. K 3TM JBYM, OBICTPBIM IIarom, pHOIKAIICS YeTOBEK.
[Tapens, ¢ Buay JieT ABaJLaTH, CpeIHEro pocta. B pyke, oH Hec maker ¢ nmpoxykramu. Takoe He
YacTO BCTPEYAIoch, oHako IllepiaBbiii, CIOBHO EYEHKON YyBCTBOBAI, 3THM BEUEPOM UTO-TO OyJIeT,
MI0STOMY OH U PELINJ 3aXBaTUTh ¢ cOOOM HOX... KOHEUHO, OH peiko ¢ HUM paccraBajics, Tak ke, Kak
Y PEIKO €ro UCIOJIb30BaJI, HO CErOAHS OblJ1 OCOOEHHBIN [IEHb. . .

Ot npubnmkaomieiicss HOKMBBI, y Hero 3acBepOeno BHyTpr. OH IIyOOKO JpbIIali, CKUMasi 1
pazkuMasi najblibl Ha pykax. Ero e ToBapuil Haxoquics B Oosiee JepraHHOM COCTOSIHUE, IIepeMU-
HasCh C HOTW HAa HOTY, BCEM CBOMM BUJIOM IOKa3blBasi HEPBO3HOCTb.

— [puxyputs He HaiieTcs1? — oOpaTHICs OH K mapHUIKe. JKath 1 Jajplie He ObUIO CMBICITA,
TaK KaK MPOXOKHIA YKe IOCTAaTOYHO MPHUOIMU3UIICS U CKOPEe BCEro 3aMEeTHIT HX.

— He kypto — ObicTpo 6poCHI OH, MBITAsACh MPOUTH MUMO.

— A CKOJIBKO BpeMeHH! — BMelllaJicsi BTOPOH, perpaxjas 10pory.

— IIpumepHo non opuHHaAUaToro. TOUHO He 3HAO, y MEHsI HET ¢ cOOOM YacoB — CIJIOTHYB,
cJIerKa JpoalllyM roJlocoM, OTBETUII MUMO IPOXOASAIIMI MapHUIIIKA.

— X-M-M... Ye u TeneoHa HeT 4To 1?7 — MOYYBCTBOBAB YBEPEHHOCTb, IPOAOJIKAI HAAAB/IU-
Bathb [llepiaBpiii.

ViMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT, B KapMaHe MapeHbKa rPOMKO 3aBHOprpoBasio. «HaBepHoe Mama Oec-
TIOKOUTCS. . .» [logymait oH. A B Ipyau cpasy ke BCE CKaJloch... BOT Tenepb TOUHO Oe/lbl He MHHO-
BaTh...

B BO3/1yXe noBucia HarpsikeHHas naysa. [JBoe My 4MH 3ay/blOaiuch Jpyr Ipyry, OHUMas,
YTO Y HUX MOSIBUJICS] O(OUIIMAIIBHBIN TIOBOJ, JOKOMATHCS 0 MAPHUILIKK. A HEYero ObLIO MBITAaThCS UX
oboManyTh! Cam BuHOBart! Jlyuie Ob1 mo-xoporiemy BeE OTall. . .

— Hy Tak mozgckaxku MHe TOUHOE BpeMsi! — IpHOIM3HUBIINCE, TponsHec llepiaBbiii — Wi Tt
AyMaelilb, sl He pa3ouparoch B 1udepkax?!

— 1 cietry. Mue mopa! — oTcTpaHsisich Ha3aj, poOKO MPOM3HEC OH, a MO cedsl, C JOCcaIon
nogymai: «TOUHO HEe OTCTaHYT...», 3apaHee PaclyThiBasi pyKy OT IMaKeTa.

— Bor Tak 3Haunt? CHavana oOMaHyJl, IPUHUMAasl HAaC 3a ypayKoB, a MMOTOM PELIUJI IIPOCTO
ceuHTUTh? Heee, npyxok! Tak aena y Hac He genatorcs!

«OpmHOTO yaapio B KaJplk! A BTOPOro MpOCTO OTTOJIKHY MOCHJIbHEE, I1aBHOe yoexkars! [Taker
NPUAETCA BBIKMHYTh, MHAUE U3-3a HETO MOTY 3a/IepXkaThCsl, M MaJIO JIM YTO Aajblie npousoiaer? ¥
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TAKUX OTOUTHIX TONapeit M HOX MOXKET ObITh IPUIIPSTAH 32 Ma3yXOu. . .» Pa3MBbIIUISsIT OH, HE CiTymias,
YTO OHM €My JaJjbllle paccKasbiBaioT. EMy crano 1o cie3 o0ugHo, 3a ey B makere. B cembe U Tak
ceiyac ¢ IeHbraMu TPyJHO, enié 1 Mama 3adosnena. .. Ho moMoii BepHyThCs HYXHO... Q0s13aTesbHO !
U 3a1ueM TOJILKO OH PelIvii COKPATUTh JOPOTY Yepe3 ITOT IpeOaHHbIA TIepeyIIoK ? !

— Cpimns ?! Te we, pacrutakatbest B3ayman? C HaMu Takoe He TIPOKa. .. — MYKHK Pe3Ko 3axJjie0-
HYJICSI CJIOBAMH, OT yJapa, KOTOPBIi MpuIiesncs eMy npsiMo B ropiio. [lanan, Ha rojioBy HUXe, He CTa
MCIUIMTDb W KaTb, KOrJa HAa HETO HAIlaayT INECPBbIMH.

[IIBBIpHYB MakeT BO BTOPOTO, OH COPBAJICS C MECTa, OBICTPO MOOEkKAaB MO TEMHOMY TMEepeyJIKy.
«bexatb He orsabpiBasick! Ckopee! Jomoil! Mama u miaaimas cectpa xayT!» Kak Bapyr, mpo3Bydai
rpomMkuii BeicTpest. CHavaia OH He MOHSI, YTOo Mpour3oruio. Ho HeoxxuaaHHo, emMy CTajio HEBEPOSITHO
TSDKEJIO JIBIIIATh, HOTH CJIOBHO HATMJIMCH JKeJie30M, ocTpasi 60J1b B OOKY, He JiaBajia ITyOOKO B3/I0X-
HyTb. O1rynaB ce0s1, OH TOUyBCTBOBAJI KaKyI0-TO JIMITIKYIO KUAKOCTh. OCO3HAHME MPUIILIO HE Cpasy,
CJIOBHO MO3T OTKa3bIBAJICSI BOCHPUHUMATh PEabHOCTb, HO M HE 3aCTaBIJIO ceOsl KJaTh. .. «ITO 4TO?
KpoBp?» C noHnManueM, puIiia 1 HoBast 00k, Boree pe3kas, peanbHasi, Takas 00Jb, OT KOTOPOU
HE TOTyYUTCsl OTMaxHYThesl. Horu camu coO0¥ OIKOCHIIHCH, ¥ OH YTl Ha KOJIEHO. ..

[epmaBeiii GEMIEHHBIMU T71a3aMH TOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOETO TOBAPHUIIIA U 320pajl OCUIIIUM TOJIO-
coMm:

— Tw1 uto? Kperun? Otkyna y Te6s ctBOn?

— Ja g 310... HY 3T0...

— IMob6exanmu orciona! — 0o6OpBaB €ro HEBHATHBIE TIOTYTM OOBSICHUTHCSI, OH CXBATWII €ro 3a
IIKMPKY ¥ MOBOJIOK B TIPOTHBOIMOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY.

— A Kak ke nakeT? — yauBJIeHHO ycTaBuiics oH Ha LllepaBoro.

— B xomy 3acyHb cebe 310t naket! [Monsi? CanuBath Hajlo, n3-3a Tebs, eduna!

— Hak 51 xe 3a Teds1 ucmyrajyicsi BooOIe-To, OH BOH Kak TeOe Brammi! [lepeHepBHUYAT, BOT
W IIMAJIbHYII. ..

VY mapHs 3aJI0KWIO YW, a B IMIa3ax eme cuibHee noteMHeno. OH Hamesn B cebe CHITBI TOoJI-
HATHCS HA HOTY ¥ TIPUXPaMBbIBas, Iepka pyKy Ha OOKy, MOOekaTh JaJblIle 1O MepeyKy.

«He ocranaBnmmBatbest! YiiTu ot Hux! [lo3Bath Ha MOMOIIb!» DTU MBIC/IA MOJIHOCTBIO 3aM0J-
HIWIH ero pasym. Ho, K coxasnieHuio, B 5TOM HeOJIarornoayYHoM MecTe, Jia elié ¥ B TAKOe BpeMsl, Kak
1 0OBIYHO, HUKOTO He ObL10. Hruero ynquBuTebHOrO.

OH BbIOE:KaJ U3 TIepeyJIKa, K MOCTY, KOTOPBIH IIeJT 4epe3 TOpoICcKyio peky. «bexats! He ors-
npiBathest! S emory! Yept, kak MHoOro KpoBu! OTkyna e€ cronbko?!» Heoxuaanuo, mosaau cedsi, oH
YCIBIIIAT KaKHMe-TO KPUKHU U ObICTphle maru. «Heyxkenn oHu o4yxaauch ¥ cOOOpa3suim, YTo HYKHO
JOTHATh MEHsI ¥ 3aKOHYUTH J1e5107 UTOOBI s1 HE CMOT HUKOMY paccKa3aTh U HAIMCATh Ha HUX 3asIBY. ..
Bexars! Tomoii! Mama sxzet!» 3ible Tosoca mpuOIMKaIUCh, OT Yero ero 3aXBaTwl eIié OOJbIIHiA
crpax. OH nonbITajaCs YCKOPUTBCS, HO JIMIIb CIOTKHYJICS U yIaJjl, CXBaTUBLIMCh PYKOH 3a Maparner.
«OHH yXe COBCEM PsJIOM, a Ha YJMIIE COBCEM HUKOrO... Heyxenu s ympy 3necb?» MbIciu B ero
rojioBe OCIeHO 3aKPYKHIUCh, TBITasICh HAlTH BbIXon U3 cutyarmu. «Het! 4 He cmamcs! Vim MeHs
HE CXBaTHUTD!»

[Tpunaras makcumasibHbIe yCHIIUSI, OH CMOT ITOJHATHCS HA HOTU U IOCMOTPEB BIIEPE, C yKaCOM
0co3HaJI, 6exaTh eMy Hekyqa... MocT cauimkoM JUHHbBIA. Ero mororsr B mo6om ciayvae! U Torma
OH mocMoTpen BHU3... «He Tak yx u Bbicoko! Ilo kpaiiHelr mepe, Tak y MeHs enié OyayT IIaHChI
BbUKUTH! S cmory! [a!»

3aXMypUBLINCH, OH C TPYOM MEPEBATIMIICS Yepe3 orpady U nojeres BHU3. Heckosbko cekyH]
NaJeHusl M IIyXOi, HO MPH TOM KEeCTKUH yaap o0 moBepxXHOCTh BoAbl. Ero ormynmio. Kakoe-to
BpeMsl OH ObLT MOTEPSIH B IIPOCTPAHCTBE U YCIeN yKe HaxJieOaThCsi KUIKOCTU. Ero monecno nmpoub.
Hukorza 6b1 OH He TIOyMaJl, YTO B 9TOH peke Takoe cuibHOe TedeHue. Co CTOPOHBI U He CKaXellb. . .
Ho ceituac, He ObIIO CHJTI CONPOTHBIATHCS eMy. OH MO3BONMI ce0e MOAIaThCsl OTOKY, B €ro TojioBe
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HETIPOM3BOJILHO TMOSIBIJIOCh BOCTIOMHUHAHKE O TOM, KaK OTell YUYW €ro IjiaBarh: — «MaKkcum, JepKu
TOJIOBY HaJ BOJIOM, a He TO HaxJiebaemibesi! BoT Tak, paboTail pykamu U He 3a0bIBail PO HOTH, 3TO
OYeHb BaXXHO.» OH MPUJIOKWJII, BCE OCTABIIUECS CHJIBI, YTOOBI BOCCTAHOBUTD PUTM JIbIXaHUs. «Jlep-
’KaTh IOJIOBY HaJl BOJIOW M OcTaBaThcs B co3HaHue!  cripaBmoch! 4 em€ xuBoil! MeHs He B3STb BOT
TaKk MpocTo!»

C kax/101 CeKyH/IOM eMy CTAaHOBWJIOCH BCE XoJiofHee. Bo3MOXKHO, 9TO U3-32 JIeASHOU BOJIbI, OH
XOTeJI Tak AymMath. .. Ho eme 6osee BEposATHO, YTO Ha 3TO MOBJIUSIIO U OTPOMHAsI MOTEPH KPOBHU, 00
9TOM OH CTapaJicsi He JyMarTh, HO JJake Celvac MbITajiCs XOTh KaK-TO MPHKATh paHy.

— INopa OBl yxe BBIOUpATLCS U3 PEKH — MPOU3HEC OH eJie CIIBIIIHO, KaK Obl MOATOTABIMBAS U
HacTpanBast ceds 1t 3Toro. Ho cuit yxke mpakTruecku He ocTaiock... OH ¢ TPYAOM CIIPaBIISIICS C
TEeM, YTOOBI TPOJOJIKATH AEPXKATh 71432 OTKPHITBIMH, HE TOBOPSI YKe 000 BCEM OCTaJILHOM. .. TeueHue
TIOJIHECIIO €T0 K pyromy, 6osee BHICOKOMY MocTy. Tam BHM3Y, Oblia crieliasibHasi JIeCTHUIIA, Oaro-
aapsi KOTOPOM, JIIOIM MOIJIM CITyCKaTh K Boze. .. IMEHHO 3/1eCh MapHUIIKA U TUIAHWPOBAJT BBUIE3TH Ha
cymy. «Ceituac nim Hukorga!» M B yeM-To oH Obl1 npaB... Ecim ceiiyac He mOMy4YnTCsi, BOSMOKHO
yXe HAKOrJa... Tak U OCTaHeTCs ero XOJIOIHOE TeJlo, TUIAaBaTh B peKe, Kak MUHUMYM JI0 YTpa, MoKa
BBI3BAHHBIE CIIACATENIM HE BHITAIIAT €r0 Ha CYIIIY, HO YKe Oe3]bIXaHHbIM. . .

[ToTrxOHBKY TOMOTasi OMHOM PyKOH, MakcuM TbITaJICSl HApaBUTh ceOs1 MOOIMKe K Oepery,
paccumMTaB pacCTOsSIHUE TaK, YTOOBI OKA3aThCsl y TOW camMoii jiecTHHIe. Ho TeueHre peku curTasio mo-
apyromy. JInGo cuibl cOBceM NOKUHYJIH €T0, TMOO TeUeHre MO KaKOH-TO MPUIMHE YCUITUIOCh, HO OH
TIOHSUT, YTO Y HEro HUYero He nomyvaercs. Ero Hecer mpakTuuecku mapasuiensHo Oepery... CTpax
CHOBA HayaJl HAKaThIBaTh, 3aXBaThIBasi BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO B €ro rojioBe. [lapeHb Haval cyIopOKHO
JpBITaTh HOTaMU, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO BRIPYJIUTH K Oepery, HO 1 3To 0co00 He nomoriio. OH yxke mpo-
TUTBLIT TTO/T MOCTOM, JIMIIIMBIIHCH HAJIEK Ikl Ha criacenure. Kak Bapyr, 4To-TO HEOKHUIAHHO TUTIOXHYJIOCH
CBEpXY, UyTh OBUIO CHOBA HE OIJTYILIHB €r0. ..

[NepBbie MbICTH, KOTOpBIE MOceTHIH ero: «Bee-Taku Hanwm! Jornamu! U npeirayimm 6e3 ctpaxa
32 HUM, YTOOBI 3aKOHYUTH JIeJO...» OH Havaj Aeprarbcsi, MBITASCh OTIUIBITH MOJANbIIE U CHOBA
HaxJieOasics BO/IbI, HO CITYCTsI HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl, TOHSLT, YTO HUKTO HE MBITAETCS €ro yTOMUTh. .. Toraa
OH TIOIyMaJl TMpo cracaresieil. Heyxenu eMy mbitaiorcst nomous? Ho mpumisiaeBumch mosydiie, OH
pasmisien eme ogHo Teso B Bofe... besnpixanHoe, 00e3/1BMKeHHOE Telo. .. «Jla Kakoro XxpeHa TyT
nporcxonut?!». OH MOMBITAJICA MOTHATH TOJIOBY, YTOOBI MOCMOTPETh HA MOCT, KOTOPBIN yXke Mpo-
IJTbUL, HO HUYETO He YBUje Ha HeM. «YTo ke nenatb? A BIAPYT 9TOT YeJIOBEeK BCE ellle xuB?» M3-3a
aJlpeHaJIHA 1 X002, O0Jb PUTYINIIACH, KAK U MBICIA O BO3MOKHOM CMEpTH. . .

MakcuM pem MOAIUIBITh MOOMMKE K TeTy U YKe TOCyIe PeInTh, YTO JIeslaTh. DTO 0Ka3asach
YEepHOBOJIOCAS JIEBYIIIKA, IPUMEPHO ero Bo3pacta. OHa Obla elié Teriou, HO He MoAaBaia MPU3HAKOB
KHU3HU. .. XOTSI OH OBUT YBEPEH, UTO OHAa kuBa... «M uro? BOT Tak B3Th U OPOCUTH YMUPATh YEJIO-
Beka? Jla ['ocionu, mogymaii o cede! TBost COOCTBeHHAsI KU3HD Ceiiuac Ha BOJIOCKE, a ThI... Yept!».
Pyrasice cam Ha ceOs, OH MOTSAHYJ TeJIO 32 COOOM, OT 4ero 0oib B ero OOKy CHOBAa HAllOMHMJIA O
cebe. A 11a3a, MOTMXOHBKY HAaKpbIBajia CTPaHHAs MejieHa. 3peHre Hauaylo OABOANTb, KaK U PYKH. ..
JlecTHuIIa, MO KOTOPOW MOKHO OBLJIO TIOAHSTHCS HA MOCT, yKe OCTasach M03a/11, HO eI Oblia BO3-
MOXHOCTb XOTsI Obl BHIOPAThCSI U3 BOJIBI, @ TIOTOM, €CJIU MOBE3ET, 0 KPyTOMY, OETOHHOMY CKJIOHY
J0iTH 110 BbIxoa. Ho ToNbKO He B TaKOM cocTosiHKe. .. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO yXKE TOTOB OTPYOUTHCH. . .
«JlagHo, Hamo XOTs OBl IEBUOHKY AOTSAHYTH A0 rnoBepxHocTH! OO ocTtanbHOM, OyIy AyMaTh Mo3xe!»

CTHCHYB 3yObl M 'POMKO TIBIXTSI, OH HAaITpaBUIICs K Oepery. Tesno mpakTu4YecKy MOJTHOCTHIO OHe-
MeJio, OH OOJIbIlle He MOT MPHKUMAaTh paHy. XOTs ObUT JIU BooOIIe OT 3Toro Toyk? M3 mocnennux
CUJI, eMYy YJAJIOCh TIO0 TOSIC BHIOPAThCsl Ha OETOHHYIO TUTUTY, HA MOJOBUHY OCTABIIKChH B BOJIE, TOCTIe
Yero, 3a BOJIOCHI, OH BHITSIHYJI 32 COOOH U JIEBYIIIKY, a MOCJIe MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK I71a3a 3aKPbIBAIOTCS
camu codoit. «Het! He cnats! OTkpoii rma3a!» Komangosan oH cam cebe, HO HaKaTUBINAs YCTAIOCTb,
oKazasachk ropasio cuwibHee. «Ina3a. Otkpont. Pana. CnuiikoM MHOToO KpoBu... Mue Henb3s!» OH
NoTepsi1 co3HaHKe. ThMa MOTHOCTHIO TIOIJIOTHIIA €TO.
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JIBa HEBEIOMBIX CYIIIECTBA, CJIOBHO UYJOBHIIA U3 MPEUCHIONHEN, CTOSTM HA BO3BBIIIEHHOCTH.
Onu 06a ObLM MO TPU METPA POCTOM, IIMPOKOILICUHE, C PAa3IMYHBIMK HAPOCTaMU Ha Tesie. Maccus-
HBIe HOTH, CJIOBHO J1Ba OpeBHA, 3aKaHUMBAIUCH OeCHasbMU CTYIHSMU. BpoHs, HATIOMUHATA XUTH-
HOBBIE IJTACTHHBI, a UX SIPKKE, CBETJIbIE I71a3a, Ha IIHMPOKOH MJIOCKOM rojioBe, ObUIM eIMHCTBEHHBIM
VCTOYHMKOM CBETA B 9TOW HEMPOIJISAHON ThME.

OHM 4yBCTBOBAJIM YBEPEHHOCTh B CBOMX CHJIaX UM HE CKPBIBAIMCH HU OT KOTO, TOHUMAsI, YTO
mo0Ooe BCTPETHBIIIEeECs CYIIECTBO, HE CMOXET MPOTUBOCTOATh uX Moy ! Ho ceituac, qaxe oHu ObLIH
HE B COCTOSIHUM CKPBITh SIPKO BBIPAKEHHYIO PACTepSHHOCTh Ha CBOMX JMIax. OHM MPOCTO MOITYa
HaOJTIOIANIM 32 TIOSIBJICHUEM CYIIIECTBA U3 Jipyroro Mupa. OJHako, 4To-TO MOUUIO He Mo uiaHy. OHu
MIPOJOJIKAIM MOJTYATh M PACTEPSTHO HAOIONATh 32 MPOMCXOISIIINM.

Cepnrie mupa. Tak Ha3bIBaIOCH IJIATO, Ky/a MPUOBIBAIM N30paHHbIE U3 IPYTUX MUPOB. IMEHHO
MO3TOMY OHO MAaHWJIO M APYTMX MECTHBIX, U OYEHb OIMACHBIX, OOMTaTENIeH. DTU BOE, MOSIBIISIINCH
31ech BCer/a 3apaHee, YToObl 3a0parh 1 IOCTaBUTh MPUOBIBIIKX B HIEJOCTHOCTU M COXPAHHOCTH, TaK
KaK, 3TOT MHP CJIMIIKOM ONACeH ISl JII0OOTO JKUBOTO CO3/IaHUSI U MEJIUTh, 3HAUYUTh yMepeTh. .. Ho
He B 9T0T pa3. Ceituac, OHM MPOCTO CTOSTM M HeTIOHMMalole Hamoaand. HUKTO U3 HUX He perasics
3arOBOPUT, XOTh MBICJIM Y TIEPETIOJIHSIIA X TOJNOBHI. .. HUKTO U3 HUX He perasicsi cienarh mar Brie-
pen, 9ToObl MOMPUBETCTBOBATH MPUOBIBIIIETO Tepos... 2eposCepatie Mupa. Tak Ha3bIBaIOCh IIIATO,
Ky/Zia TpuObIBAIM N30paHHBIE U3 APYTUX MUPOB. IMEHHO MIO3TOMY OHO MaHWJIO U APYTUX MECTHBIX, 1
OYEHb OTACHBIX, OOUTATENIe. DT JJBOE, MOSBIISUIMCH 37IeCh BCET/a 3apaHee, YToObl 3a0paTh 1 I0CTa-
BUTDb NIPUOBIBIIMX B IIEJIOCTHOCTH U COXPAHHOCTH, TaK KaK, TOT MHUP CJIMIIIKOM OMAaceH /s JII0O0ro
’KMBOTO CO3/IaHMSI U MEUTUTh, 3HAYUTh yMepeTh. .. Ho He B 10T pas. Ceituac, OHM IPOCTO CTOSUIU U
HeroHuMalolle Haomonamm. HUKTo U3 HUX He pelasicsi 3aroBOPHUT, XOTh MBICJH U TIEPETIONHSIIN UX
TOJIOBBI... HUKTO M3 HUX He perasicsi cAenarh Iar Brepes, YToObl MOIMPUBETCTBOBATH MTPUOBIBIIIETO
repos. ..

— Yro 3TO 3HAYMUT? — MPOU3HEC HAKOHEII-TO OIMH U3 YYyIOBUII — ITO... UTO 3TO Takoe?

— A b1 ocsien? 1o yenoBek... C ComHeuHOU cUCTeMBI... Pa3Be He BUIHO? — OTpPBI3HYJICS
BTOPOM.

— Yenosek?! KoneuHo, st BUKy, 4to 310 yesoBek! Ho nouemy on mysxkuuna?! Mbl ke I1aHu-
POBaJIM IPU3BATh KEHIIKHY, B KOTOPOI YBUJEIN BBICOKMI IOTeHIMa repost! A 310T... B Hem paxe
HE TETUTUTCS U 3apOJIbIIIa TOH Chitbl. .. Boobie Huvero! Kak Mbl 310 00bsICHUM BeJTMKON Apakxum?!
Uro mbl ckaxxem?! YUrto noacraBuim e€? Jla Hac 3a)KUBO UCTIETIENIAT 3a TaKyl0 BBIXOAKY! IT0... ITO
npocto yooxectBo! Ham He OTMBIThCS OT TaKoOro mo3opa!

— YCIOKO¥CSI. .. — TUXO IMPOU3HEC €ro HallapHUK — MBI HE TIpUIeM K Bennkoi, BOT ¢ 3Tum. .. —
C Mpe3peHreM MpoaoJKuiI oH — KoHeuHo ke 310 He npuemiemo! U gaxe qymarh 0 TaKOM Iyrio!

— Ha? 1 4gro ThI nipeaiaraenib aenath?!

— Huvuero!

— B cmbicne? Kak Huvero? — He NOHMMAIOIIE YCTAaHOBUJICS OH HA HETo.

— Bort Tak! Dtot Mup cam Bcé 3a Hac crenaet! A mbl. .. [IpuzoBem apyroro repos... C KOTOpbIM
HE CTBIIHO OyZIeT MOSIBUTHCS Ha IUla3ax rnepes Bennkoit Apukxvm!

Uynosuilie CIJIOTHYJIO U CJIETKa 3aJyMaBIIMCh OTBeTHIIO: — Ho pa3Be mbl MoxkeM Tak? Pa3ge
TaK NpUHATO?

— Mul... Koreuno moxem! Mel MoxeM 1 He Takoe! Tem Oosiee OH caM BUHOBAT, YTO OKa3aJICd
31ech. .. [IycTh M pacruiauuBaeTcs Terneps. .. Mbl MPU3bIBAIN SIBHO HE TOTO c1abaka, B KOTOPOM He
BUJIHO HU KPYIIHIIBI CHJIBI !

— A HaM caMUM CHJI XBaTUT, YTOOBI TPU3BaTh BTOPOTo reposi? Mbl HU pa3y Tak He Aenau!

— A y Hac ecThb Apyro BHIOOp? — MCKOCA ITITHYB HA CBOETO TOBAapHIIA, Mpou3Hec A3apuc —
Jlaxe eci OJHOMY M3 HaC MPUIETCS OTAATh 32 9TO KU3Hb. .. YK JIydllle Tak... YeM npeacrarh nepen
WCTUHHBIM rHeBoM Besmkoii!
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— C 31m He nocniopuitib. .. la 1 Hac Bee xke aBoe! Jlymaro, Mbl IOJKHBI CITPABUTCS. . .

— OOs3anbl! A 3TOT... — KUBHYJI OH TOJIOBOW, B CTOPOHY JIKAILIET0 Ha 3eMJie YesloBeKa —
Hwuuero crpamnoro. CtaHeT 31ech KOMY-HUOYIb KOpMOM. [lymato, OH 1 4aca He TIPOTSIHET, TaK 4YTo
HUKTO HUYETO He 3arof03puT!

— Hapetocs. .. Torna Ham mopa yke OTHpaBIAThCS B IOUCKaX HOBOTo n30OpanHoro! MHave Mbl
MOXEM 3aJepKaThCsl U BbI3BaTh THeB Benmkoii! XoTenock Obl 9TOro n36exars. ..

— Tol mipaB... Bpemenu y Hac yke He octanock. [Ipunércs genars BCE€ oueHb ObicTpo... M He
B3JIyMail KOMy-HUOY/Ib IPOOOITATHCS O CITyYUBIIIAMCS !

— XM-M-M... Tebe He CTOMIIO Jaxe 3aMKaThCst 00 ITOM. ..
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I'naBa 2 Touno an!

MakcuM O4HYJICS Ha 4eM-TO TBepAoM. Jloroe BpeMsi OH MbITaJICsl IPOAPATh I71a3a U pacTupal
uX 10 00Mu, 9TOOBI Pa3IIIIETh, I7ie OH HAXOIUTCS, HO YBBI, 3peHue noxsoanio. C Kakaoi CeKyH 0,
CTpax Bc€ NIyOxke MPOKpaIbIBaJICS BHYTPb U TENEphb yxke 3aces B HEM ocHoBaTennbHO. [lepBas noce-
THBILAS €70 MBIC/Ib:

«A Bapyr s ocneni? Mnu... MoxeT ObITh 3TO TO MECTO, Ky/Ia MOMNaaaloT rnocjie cmeptu?! A s-to
TOYHO JIOJIKEH ObUT ymMepeTs. .. Ho mouemy mMHe Toraa Tak... auckomdoptHo? bonb Bo Bcem Tene!»

Crycts HEKOTOpO€e BpeMsl, OH Hayajl YyBCTBOBATb 3allaxW M OT 3TOr0 €My HEBEPOSITHO 3aXO-
TEJIOCh 3aaTh HOC. BOKPYT MaxJio 3aTXJIOCTBIO, THUJIBIO M YEM-TO €ILE MOX0KUM Ha cepy. Cnycra
HEMHOI'O BpeMeHHM, K HeMY MOCTENeHHO Ha4yajo BO3BpallaThes 3peHue. Mim ke ckopee, OH BCEro
JIMIIb ITPUBBIK K OKPYXKAIOIIEMY IPOCTPAHCTBY U IOHSLT, YTO BOKPYT IIPOCTO-HAIPOCTO OYE€Hb TEMHO,
Ja TakK, 4TO JaJibllle CBOEro HOca Y€ HU4ero He BuaHo. Ho yeM Jjoibliie OH 3/1€Ch HaXOOWICs, TeM
OoJIbLIIe HAUMHAJI COMHEBAThCA IaXke B 9TOM TeMHoTe. .. Co3/1aBaJIOCh OIIYIIEHHE, YTO 3TO HE ITPOCTO
OTCYTCTBHE CBETA, CJIOBHO OBl ThMa 3/1€Ch )KUBET CBOEH XKU3HBIO U TI0 COBCEM JPYI'M MpPaBUJIaM. ..

Maxkcum Bc€ Oosibllie HAUMHAT 4yBCTBOBATh JUCKOM(OPT BO BCeM Tee. 371ech BCE ObLIO MOo-
APYroMy, Jaske BO3LyX JIBIIIAJICS HE TaK... KAK-TO Tskesno. KocTu JoMuio, pyku ¥ HOTM CBOZIUIIO J10
601, a B rpyau Hayailo Bc€ caapiamBaTh. Cama aTMocgepa 3Toro mpocTpaHcTBa, CO3/1aBajla HEBUIM-
Moe HanpsikeHue. .. YyBCTBO TPEBOI'M €ro He MOKU/AAI0 HU Ha CEKYH]Ly.

— Jla 4To0 31O 32 MecTO Takoe?! — CKBO3b 3yObl, Uepe3 00JIb, TPOIIUIIEI IOHOIIA.

INonHABIMIKMCH C 3eMIIM, OH MOMbITAJICS MPOMUTUCh HEMHOTO, HO €r0 HAyaslo XKYTKO IaTaTh W3
CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, a K HOTaM CJIOBHO ObI IPUBSI3QJIN MTAPY YBECUCTHIX THPb.

— 51 Touno nonan B aa! JIpyroro oObsCHEHUS 51 HE BUKY . ..

HemHoro ocouBlIMCch, MakcuM cliesiajl HECKOJIBKO JIECATKOB IIaroB, a MOTOM HEOXUAAHHO
TosieTes1 BHU3 METPOB Ha JiecThb. M3-3a 3TOM )KYTKOM TEMHOTBI, OH HE CMOT' pa3lIsiIeTh, YTO HAXO-
AWJICA Ha Y4eM-TO BpoJe Iiat(opMsl U IpocTo ynai ¢ He€. Ho nmpusemiiiicst Ha 4To-To JOCTaTOYHO
MSATKOE U... CKJIM3Koe. Y mpakThyecku cpasy, 3TO YTO-TO HayaJlo IEBETUTHCS U eJI03UTh MPSMO I07L
HUM, co3/1aBas OypJisliee U KUIIallee MECUBO, CJIOBHO OH HAXOJUJICS HA OTPOMHOM Ky4e TMraHTCKUX
yepBed Win 3Med. .. OT uclyra, MallMHAIBHO, OH CXBATWJI OfIHY U3 3TUX IITYKOBUH, KOTOpas B I1a-
MeTpe OblTa pa3MEpOM C €ro KyJ1aK M CHIIBHO CKaJl. YCIIBIIIAB MPOH3UTEIBHBIN MUCK, OH OTHIBBIPHYJT
e€, IOHUMas, YTO MOCTENIEHHO MPOBAIMBAETCS B MACCE STUX TOJICTHIX CIIU3HEN. ..

Maxkcum Hadast OpbIKaThCsl, YTOOBI C TOJIOBOM HE TOTPSI3HYTh B 9TOM JKUBOH JKHKE ¥ TTOTTBITAIICS
MIPOIIOJI3TH BIIEpe], HO YTO TaM Briepeau. .. OH aOCcomoTHO HUYero He Buzesn. Ero cHoBa 3axyiecTHyna
IIaHWKA U CTaJIO AypHO. TOIHOTBOPHOE YYBCTBO TYT € MOJKATUJIO K ropiy. CrepkuBasi pBOTHbIE
T03BIBBI, OH MBITAJICA HE JbIIIATh U HE AyMaTh O TOM, IJIe WM IpaBUJIbHEE, B YeM UMEHHO OH Haxo-
nutcsi. He moHsATHBIE cyliecTBa OOBUBAIM €My PYKH U HOTH, OCTaBJIsis Mocie ceOs KO MaxHYIIyo
CJIM3b, A KOTJIa OH HACTYIaJl, IIPOIOI3asi 10 HUM, OHU TYT € HaYMHAJIM JUKO U JIONro Bepewars. B
UTOTE, CIYCTS] HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl, IIPAKTUUYECKH OTOBCIOAY CJIBILIAJICS STOT MUCK M Y HEro B TOJIOBE
CTOSIJI TAKOM 3BOH, YTO €My CHOBA 3aJIOKMJIO YIIH... MaKcuMm ene cAepkuBaics, YTOObl BHOBb HE
NOTEPSATh CO3HAHME U TOJIBKO CIYCTsI MUHYT MSATHAIATh, €My HaKOHEI-TO yIaJIOCh BBIOpaThCs M3
3TOr0 KMIIALIEro MEp3KUMHU TBapsIMHU, OonoTta. Kak ToibKo mapeHs oKa3alicsl Ha TBEpIOW MOBEPXHO-
CTH, TYT e TpUHsLICS OJ1eBaTh, pa3 3a pa3oM BbIIABINBAS U3 ceOsl JIUIIb MOKETYJOUHYIO KUCIIOTY. ..

— 3a yTo MHe 3T0 Haka3aHue?! — esie meBens rydamu, MpoOOpPMOTal OH — 51 TOUHO B afy. ..

MakcuMm BcTasl, clieiaj HECKOJIbKO, HEYBEPEHHBIX I1aroB, CIIOTKHYJICS, YAl ¥ CHOBA MOTEPSLT
cosHaHue. Ero Teyio HauMHaio caaBaThesl. ..

Emy cuuiicst coH. CHAJIOCH OyATO OH OKa3aJicsl JOMa, M TaM BCe XOPOIIIO, Tara He yMep, MaMa
He OoJena, MuaIasi cecTpa He TUIakaia KakIblid JeHb, a OH ObLI cyacTuB. .. Ho Takoe Morio ObITh
TOJIBKO BO CHE... OH HU Ha CEKYHJy HE MOBEPWI B PEAJILHOCTb 3TOr0 cHa. CIIMIIKOM yX IIpUesach
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eMy CJIO)KHasl KU3Hb. .. MakchM y:ke 3a0bUl, KaK BBIIJISUT YJIbIOKA €ro pOAHBIX, KAK MaMa pajoCTHO
Ha3bIBaeT ero MakcuMKa, Kak CecTpa BECEIUTCS U UTPaeT B KYKJIbl... Bee 310 B nipouwiom. Ho oH
AyMaJl, 9To XyXke yKe ObITh HE MOKET. .. M MO3TOMY pemu COKpaTUTh JOPOTY Yepe3 STOT POKOBOM
a0l nepeysok, KyNiB Ha €IMHCTBEHHBIE IEHBIM eIbl. A Terephb OH 311eCh. ..

[TpoOy:xeHne okas3aaoch emé Xyxe, YeM B MPOILIbIA pa3. [ooBa packansiBanack, BCE TEJIO
XKYTKO OO0JIeNIO, JKeTyI0K CBOJWIIO, BO PTY BSI3aJIO U CTOSLT TOPbKUI MpuBKyc. U mo-npexunemy ObU10
TEMHO M TaK ke HU4Yero He BUHO. ..

— Ja rne xe 517! — monbITaicss OH BRIKPUKHYTh OCUIIIINM TOJIOCOM — IBHO He joMa... Hy na,
pa3meuraics. .. Kak Obl 51 XOTen yCHYTh M TPOCHYThCS B TOM 0€33200THOM Mupe. .. — [1o ero mekam
MOTEKJIH crie3bl. «[louemy Tak He ObIBaeT?»

— CKopee Bcero MeHs1 CHOBA YHECJIO TeUeHUEM, U 51 OKA3aJICsl B 9TOM CTPAHHOM U HETIOHSTHOM
Mecte. XOTs... — MaKcuM HEeHaJ0/ro 3ayMaJicsi — s Obl MOT TTOBEPUTh, OUHKCH 51 B KAaKOH-HUOYIb
CTOYHOW KaHaBe WJIM KaHAJIM3alMK, KCTaTH Jaxe TaM JIydie Obl MaxJjio, HO s K€ TJe-TO Ha YJIHUIIe,
Ha OFPOMHOM OTKPBITOM MPOCTpaHCTBE... Tak Kak s MOr TyT ouyTuTbcsi? — W ToNbKO ceityac /10
HEro JI0II0, YTO €ro paHa He KpoBoTouMT! OrapaliieHHbIN, OH OIIYyIal CBOE TeJI0 U HUYEro Kpome
CTaporo Impama Ha HeM He Hamiend... MpIciu B royioBe OeleHo 3a0erain, OH He TIOHUMaJl BO 4TO
Tenepb BepuTh! ['1e peanbHOCTH?

MakciM CHOBa MOCTapajicsi OCMOTPEThCS 10 CTOPOHAM M CHOBA HUYETO TOJIKOM HE CMOT pas-
[JISIIeTh, HO Tereph MCIBITHIBAJ HEBEPOSTHOE YyBCTBO crpaxa. CTpax mepen HEeM3BECTHOCTHIO. ..
BrisinpiBasich B TEeMHOTY, €My HauaJld YyIUThCSl Pa3iIMuHble 00pas3bl. UeM JIoMblle OH CMOTpEl, TeM
6oree 6e300pa3Hble CHITYITH BUAeICh. «HyxkHo caenats mar Brepen! S1 nomkeH BHIOPAThCS U3 9TOTO
Mmecta! Ho kak? Kyna unrtu? Touno He Hazaj! Hazan k 3TUM Mep3KUM CO3/1aHUSM 51 HE BEPHYCH!
Torna...» OH caenan poOKUi maxkok U 3axmypuics. Huuero e npousomnuio. Ho ot atoro emy He
craiio sierye. Ckopee HA0OOPOT, HAMPsKEHUE JIUIIb BO3POCIIO, TaK KaK €ro He MOKUIAIO IyBCTBO
OIMACHOCTH. Y3Kac ornevarascs B ero cosHanue. C 3aKpbITHIMHU I71a3aMH, OH TOBHUMATEIbHEe MPHUCITY-
I1aJICS K TIPOCTPAHCTBY, M TETeph €My Havasio Ka3aThCsl, YTO PSAJOM KTO-TO JBIIHT. .. OT 3TOro Mopo3
noOexai 1o Koxe. EMy 3aX0Tesioch CheKUThCS U 3a0MThCS B KAKOW-HUOYIb yroi. ToMbKo BOT YIJIOB
31ech HUrje He Obuto. .. Huuero Kpome HEM3BECTHON TEMHOTHI, B KOTOPOH YTO-TO MOKUIAIIO. . .

MakcuMm CTosi1 Ha MecTe, He ABUrasichb. Korma oH cMOTpest Baaib, TO eMy HaUMHATIM YyAUThCS
00pasbl, ¥ OH He ObLT B CMJIaX TOOOPOTH CBOM CTPax, UTOOBI COCPEJOTOUNTHLCS. TOrIa OH 3aKMYpPHJIICS.
«ymait! Qymaii! Yto nenars?! Kak BeiOpatbest u3 atoro mecta! Touno! Peka! Teuenue npuHecio
MeHsI CIoja, & 3HAUUT peKa JIOJKHA ObITh Te-To nodnusoctu! HyKHO uIIb MOBHUMATEIbHEE TIPU-
CITyIIaThCs. YCIIBIITY IIIyM PEeKH, Haiay e€, oIy BBEpX MO TeUeHHIO U BrIOepych oTciona! OTamyHo,
I[JIaBHOE, YTO Y MEHs MOSABUIICS TUIaH AeicTBuil!» OH 3aepXkal IbIXxaHue, BCIYIIUBAsCh B TULIHMHY,
KaK BJIpYT, YCJIbIIIAJ BOM. . .

«Bonku?» C yxacom nomyman oH. Ho mogoOHBII BOW OH Chblman BriepBble. Hu Bomku, HU
co0aKM Tak He BOIOT. DTO ObUIO YTO-TO HoJiee pasymHoe. .. Heuro HeoObsicHuMoe. .. YeMm Gorbiiie OH
AymaJi, TeM OOJIbIIIe JIMIIb 3aITyTHIBAJICS U TEM CUJIbHEE yKac HaKaThIBa Ha Hero. Boil mpekparuics,
OJIHAKO OH YETKO OTIevarascs B €ro COZHaHUM, 1 MaKcMM HUKaK He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ceOsl TIpeKpa-
THUTb JyMaTh 0 HeM. .. Ero mpoOpasia apoxb. XOTb BCE TEJIO U OIEPEBEHEIIO OT CTpaxa, HO ero MocTo-
SIHHO TIOTPSICHIBaJIO. Tereph, OH He MOT MO3BOJIUTH cebe 3a)KMYpPUThCs, ero pasyMm Oui Tpesory. Ho
Y CMOTpPETh B 3Ty HEM3BEJaHHYIO ThMY, HEPBOB HE XBaTajo. MakcuM 4yBCTBOBaJI ce0sl 3arHAHHBIM
B JIOBYIIIKY, HO KOT/JJa TAKOE MTPOUCXOAUIIO. . .

OH HaKJIOHWJICA W HavyaJl OOIIapIbIBaTh 3eMJII0 BOKPYT ce0sl, B MOKMCKaxX JII0OOro mpeaMera.
Kamenp, nanka, 4To yrogHo mofoier, To jyuine, 4yeM Hudero. Ho Huvero He Obuto... Toraa ero
CJIOBHO OCEHWJIO, M OH HavaJl OIIYIBIBATh CBOIO OJIEK/1y, BEpHEee KapMaHbl B IOMCKax Teedona. Ha
3TOT pa3 emMy MOBE3JI0, ECIM KOHEYHO, IOJOOHOE CTeUeHUE OOCTOSITENILCTB, MOKHO HAa3BaTh BE3EHUEM,
HO Bc€ xe. TenedoH He BbINAT U HAXOOWICS Ha MecTe. [leleBblil, KpenmKUid, HaJJeKHBIN, TSKEIIbIN.
[MpakTryeckn Kak KaMeHb. TaKuM MOXHO U TOJIOBY KOMY-HUOYIb mpoouTh. Ho BOT padoTtas ju oH?
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MakcuMm pa30IoKUpOBaJl SKpaH U OOJIE3HEHHO 3aXKMYpPUJICS OT spKocTU. [ToToM ycTaHOBMII e€ Ha
MUHUMYM 1 BcMoTpeJics B TesiepoH. CeT He ObLIO, OT CJIOBAa COBCEM. 3apsKH TOXKe KpailHe MaJio,
CeMb IPOIIEHTOB. Ero MuMoeTHoe 4yBCTBO pajIocTh CMEHUJIOCh oTyasiHreM. TenehoH He OMOXKeT,
€CJIM TOJBKO JIEMCTBUTENBHO B KauecTBE KaMHS... A MOTOM, eMy MOYYIWIOCh, YTO OH YCIIBIIIAJ
KaKOW-TO IIOPOX, He Tak Jajeko oT ceds. OH 3amep, 0osch nake B3AOXHYTh. Heyxenn KTo-To npu-
mien 3a HuM? Ha 3Byk myma? WMim 3anaxa... Hu To HM gpyroe He mpenBemano A HErO0 HUYero
xoportrero. OueBHIHO, YTO B TAKOM MECTE, €CJIU KTO-TO U JKMBET, TO OH OYEHb OIACHBIH. . .

Makcum crpliani, Kak ObeTcsi ero cOOCTBEHHOE Ceparle, BOJOCH BCTaIN JBIOOM, a BCE TeJio
MOKPBUIOCH XOJIONHBIM 1oToM. OH 3aCThUI HA MecTe M Havaj Oojee BHUMATEIBbHO BCIYIIUBATHCS
B IIPOCTPAHCTBO. BO3MOXHO, 9TO €ro pa3ym Mrpaer 3/ble LIyTKH, HO €My MOYyAUJIOCh, YTO OH
CHOBA YCJIBIIIAJ KaKOK-TO MIOPOX MOOIN30CTH, OJHAKO YK€ HEMHOTO ¢ JApyror cTtopoHsl. U crycrs
HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHMi1, CHOBA... «HeT! MHe He MOIJio 3TO MoKa3aTrbcsl CTONBKO pa3 noapsia!» OH
MEJJIEHHO TofIHeC TesiepoH MOOIMKeE K JIUIYY M He OTPbIBas B3IJISAAA OT MYCTOTHI, PEIIUII BKIIIOYUTD
donapuk. «Ecnu ko MHe JeHCTBUTENIBHO KTO-TO MPUOTMKAETCS, HAIPUMED KaKOW-HUOYIb XUIITHUK,
TO SIPKUM CBETOM sI CMOTY €CJI He OTITyTHYTbh, TO XOTsI OBl OCJICTIUTh €r0, YTO MO3BOJIUT BHIUTPATh
MHE XOTsI Obl HEMHOT'O BpeMeHHU |»

TyCKJIBII CBET OT 9KpaHa OCBeIIal HeOOMbIIIOe MPOCTPAHCTBO, MPUMEPHO METpa Ha JBa BIIe-
peln, HO KpoMe TYCTOM, Cepoil TIOUBHI TIO/I HOraMH, HUYero He Obuto BuaHO. OmHako Makcum Obul
yBEpeH, Terepb yke Ha BCEe CTO MPOIEHTOB, YTO OH 371eCh HE OJIMH... U 9TO KacaeTcsl He TOJIBKO TeX
Mep3Kux cau3Her. Ceprrie yke BOT-BOT FOTOBO ObLIO BHIIIPHITHYTh U3 TPY/IH, a TEJIO CJIOBHO OHEMEJIO
Y OTKa3bIBAJIOCh CTymaThesl. Ho B KpuTHUecKrue MOMEHTBI, MaKCHM MOT B3SITh ceOsl B PYKH, YTOOBI
MIPUHSITH SKCTPeHHOe perieHne. OH cierka HaKJIOHWJICS, OyATO [T IPhDKKA M Havasl BBUKUIaTh. «Pa3
Oexatb Hekyza, Oyny apatbesi!» ITomyman oH. «Pe3Ko OCIenuTh ¥ yAapuTh 1O TOJIOBE, KeaTeIbHO
ormymuB. Ecnu pasmisiky Hoc, Broporo 6uth Oyny Tyna! Tak Kak mpu TakoM CBeTe, 9TH CyIIeCTBa
OIHO3HAYHO OPUEHTUPYETCS Ha 3arax, Hy WK Ha CIIyX, YUUTHIBasl, KaK 9TH CKJIM3KHE XPEHU I'POMKO
MUINATH, HEe YAUBUTEIBHO, YTO MBI TTPUBJICKJIA Ybe-TO BHUMaHWMeE | »

«Hemmnoro... Eme nemHoro!» HepBssl ysxe Oblii Ha ipejiesie, Makcum elie caepKuBaJIcs, YTOObI
HE BKJIIOUMTH (DOHAPUK paHbliie BpeMeHU. «Ceituac!» PaccunTeiBast UMb Ha CBOIO MHTYHILIMIO HY U
HEMHOTO Ha CJTyX, OH BKJIIOUWI (DOHApUK Ha TesiepOHe M Pe3KO TOHSLI ero rnepena codoit. [Tapenn
cobupaJcs yke pUHyThCs BIIEpel, B aTaKy, Kak BAPYT, 3aMep, MOIHOCTBIO OCTOIOeHEB. JKMBOT CHITBHO
CBEJIO OT HACTYINUBIIIETO ykaca. Pyky u HOrm BCE-Taku OTKA3aIKCh CIYIIAThCS], a I71a3a, CIIOBHO CTEK-
JISTHHBIE IHApbl, CMOTPENIM BIEpe He B CUJIaX Jake MOPrHyTh. Ilepes HuM, OyKBajibHO MeTpax B
JecsITH, CTOsUTH HeBesloMble cymiecTBa. LTy cemb. OT HEOKUAAHHOTO U OYEHb SIPKOTO, ISl 3TOTO
MecTa, CBEeTa, OHH OLIEPUIIUCH U MPUTIAITH K 3eMJyie. HeKoTopble U3 HUX OTIIPHITHYJIM HEMHOTO B CTO-
poHy. Bce oHM ObLIM MOXOKHM Ha CMeCh 00epMaHa ¢ BOJIKOM, TOJIBKO HEpPealbHO OrPOMHOIO pa3-
Mepa, B XOJIKe He HUKe, a HEKOTOpbIe, TOUHO Bhilie Makcuma. Koxka ux, B OOJBIIMHCTBE CBOEM, KJIO-
YbsIMM CBHCAJIa, OTKPBIBAsI HA TeJle, BO MHOKECTBEHHBIX MECTaX MPOKUIKU U KYCKH YEPHOTO Msica
WY MBI .. [71a3 mpakTiuecku He ObUIO BUIHO, JIMIIIL MaJIeHbKHE y3KHe IIEIKH Ha KX MecTe. 3aTo y
KaKJIOW M3 HUX OBLIO TIO JIBa HOCA M OUeHb JJTMHHBIC, BHITSHYTHIC I, Mopaa, HePUBBLIYHO KOPOT-
Kas, He KaK y BOJIKOB, HO IPH 9TOM ropaszio mupe. MoIIHbIe CKYJIbl, Cpa3y e JaBaju MOHSTh, YTO
MIePEIOMUTH JIIOOYI0 13 KocTelt MakcuMa, JUIsl HUX He COCTaBUT HU Majteriero Tpyna. Ckopee BCero
€ro MPOCTO MPOIJIOTAT U Jake He TOJaBsITCS.

K Makcumy nipuiiio yetkoe oco3Hanue. «MeHs ceituac cbeasar. 3axuBo! M Hukakoit dpoHa-
PUK MHE He MOMOXeT!» BOJbIIMHCTBO JIIoIel Ha ero MecTe, OKa3aBIIUCh B TAKOW CUTYAIlUH, CKO-
pee Bcero mpocTo Obl OCTONOSHEN OT yKaca U He yCrenu Obl TPEANPUHATh HUYEro... A KTO-TO Obl
1 BoBce notepsi1 cosHanue! Ho MakcuM, MMEHHO B TOIOOHBIX TIepeapsrax, HauMHAI cOOOpakaTh
ObICTpee YeM OOBIYHO, HETUISASACH 32 KaXIyl0, MaJIeHIIyi0 BO3MOXHOCTb, YTOOBI BEIKUTH. HO Kak Obl
NapagoKCaIbHO TO HE 3BYYaso, B TAKMX MOMEHTaX JyMaJs OH He o cebe... A 0 TOM, KaK ke Mama C
cecTpoii Oe3 Hero cripaBsTcsa? Beb M 1 Tak He CIaKO MIPUXOTUTCS !
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«Jlparbcs Tyno!» Tenepb OH 3TO YETKO NMOHMMAJI, HO HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, KaK M Ipearnona-
raj, OH CMOT BHIMIPaTh U pPa3 OH BCE €Il KUB, 3HAUUT €lIE€ He BCE MOTEPSHO! DTU KyTKUE TBApU
ObLIN cJIerka 00eCKypakeHbl TAKUM SIPKMM CBETOM U IOKA He TIOHUMAUTH, Kak ocTynuTh? CTOUT Ju
Hanazaath? A MakcuMm B 3TO BpeMsl JIMXOPaAo4HO pasMbIILIs... «bexars! Ho kyna?! V Hux camm-
KOM JJTMHHBIE JIallbl U IOCTaTOYHO XyZble, HO TIPY 3TOM KiuthcThie Tena! OT Hux He yoexarts! [Tmoc
3amnax... Bo3M0OXHO, KOHEYHO, OHU BCE K€ YCJBIIAIHN IIIyM, HO Sl YBEPEH, YTO MPUIIUIA OHU UMEHHO
Ha Mo 3amax! A 3HAYWT, JaXe ecl s B TEOPUU CMOTy yOekaTh, OHM CHOBa MeHs Haiayt! Tornaa,
4yTO0 MHe octaercsi?!» MaKkcuM CrJIOTHYJI, TOHMMAas, YTO €CTh JIUIIh OMUH KPOIIEYHBIN IIAHC, YTOOBI
BBUKUTDb. Be3yMHbI, Hellerblil, Ope1oBbIi, CaMblil XYM U3 BceX BOSMOXKHBIX. .. Ho, K coxaneHuio,
OH OBbUT €TUHCTBEHHBIM. .. 1 TO He (paKT, 4TO BCE MOIYUYUTCS U TIOCIIE STOTO OH BBIKMBET. .. OHAKO
IIPOCTO TaK OTAABATh CBOIO KU3Hb OH He HamepeH. [1ycTh 3T0 XOTh caMu aicK1e TOHYUE, 110 YKa3aHUIO
Awupa, WM KTO TaM BCeM PacrlopsiKaeTcs, MPUIIUTH 3a0paTh ero ku3Hb. OH He HaMepeH c1aBaThCsi!
IToka ecTb XOTh OIMH KPOIIEYHBIN I1IAHC, OH €r0 UCHOJb3YeT!
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I'maBa 3 O0s13aH BBIXKUTD

MakcuM MOTUXOHBKY MATUIICS Ha3ajl, aepxa TefaedoH ¢ poHapruKoM Ha ypoBHe rpyau. [Touys-
CTBOBAaB, UTO OH OTXOMMT, 3TU a[ICKU€ CO3/1aHUsI HE TOPOIISICh, TBUHYJIUCH 32 HUM, OKPY:Kasl CO BCEX
CTOpOH. Y mapHs Oombliie He ObLIO MHOTO MyTH AJisg otxofa. OT JefeHsIero Aylly yxaca, ero ABU-
KeHUs ObLI CKOBAHHBIMU, HO CTOSITh HA MECTE — 3HAUUT yMepeTbh... Y 9T0 BOIpoC JHIlb BpeMEHH.
[Tostomy, nepedopoB cBo# cTpax, MakcuM ¢ OrpOMHBIM YCUITUEM TIBITAJICS HE OTPBIBATh B3IVIsAA OT
MOHCTPOB U IIPY 3TOM 0€3 Pe3KUX ABUKEHUI, MTPOIOJIKAIl IBUTaThCsl CIMHOM BIIEpe/.

Bo3M0XkHO, 9TH HE3eMHBIE CYILIECTBA TTOCTENIEHHO MPUBBIKJIN K CBETY, WU e MPOCTO MOJIHO-
CTBIO 32KMYPUJIHUCh, ABUTASICh JIUIIb IO 3araxy U 3BYKY, HO OHU HAa4aJIl YCKOPATbCS, CKUMAs TOIy-
koJbi10. FOHOIIIA MOHSII, CKOPO OHM HamaayT, YTOObl HE J1aTh eMy Jake IaHca Ha noder. Ho eciu
OH JIEpHETCsl, TO HamajeHue Mpou3oiaer npsamo ceirvac. [loatomy HykeH 3(ppeKT HEOKUAAHHOCTH.
Cger ot (hoHaprKa, KOHEYHO, BBIMTPAJI €My HEMHOTO BpeMEHH, Ho He Oosiee Toro. Tenepp TpeOoBa-
JIOCh YTO-TO OoJiee cepbe3Hoe. .. «XoTs1 Obl Benbimika!» [Tomyman oH. «[la, TouHo! Berbiika — eiuH-
CTBEHHBIN MOAXOAANINI BapUaHT ! »

TosbKO BOT OH He TojgyMast 00 oHON 0coOeHHOCTH cBoero TesedoHa. Kak Tompko Makcum
BKJIIOUMJT KaMepy, (DOHAPHK TYT e aBTOMATHUECKHU BBHIKJIIOYMJICS. MaKkcM MTHOBEHHO 3aMep, Mpo-
nycTuB yaap cepaua. OH ycrbllan yrpoKamllui pelk CO BCEX CTOPOH, OT YEro BOJIOCKU IO BCEMY
TeJy CJIOBHO Obl 3aIIeBETMIINCh, JaKe MATKU HA4aslo MOKaIbiBaTh. OH CYAOPOKHO THIKAJI MO 9KPaHy
TeneoHa, MbITAsICh MONACTh HAa HYKHYIO BKJIAJKY, /151 BKJIIOYEHHU I BCIIBIIIIKH.

«Heyxemu 51 ono3nan?» [logymar oHoIa, MOYyBCTBOBAB MOPO3 MO KOkE, OT OCO3HAHUSI, UTO
9TU TBapu BOT-BOT PUHYThCS B ataky. «Het! {1 He Mory cebGe mo3BONMTH yMepeTh ! »

[MapeHb MHCTMHKTUBHO ClIeJIal KyBBIPOK Ha3a/1 v OYKBAJIbHO B TOT e MOMEHT, Ha €r0 MPe/ibl-
Ayliee MEeCTO MPU3EMJIMIIACh OHA U3 TBApe M HEJOBOJIbHO 3apblyaia. CycTsi MTHOBEHHUE €€ MpH-
Mepy MOCeOBAINA U OCTaJIbHbIe, OPOCUBIIKCH HA Hero B ataky. Ho Makcumy XBaTuiio BpeMeHU
MOMEHSITh HACTPONKHU Ha TeniepoHe. SIpkasi BCIbIIIKa 03apuiia MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT HUX, UTO Aaxke
3a ero CIHUHOW, OH YCIIBIIIA 3HAKOMBIN YK€ U TaKOM MPOTUBHBIN MUCK. IMEHHO Ha 3TOT 3BYK OH U
no0esxaJl, pe3KO pa3BepHYBIINCH, BOCTIOIb30BABIINCH 3AMUHKOI OCJIETJIEHHBIX TBapei.

Ecnu He cuutath Mbicieit: «OexaTh U HE OIJISbIBATLCS», B €r0 IrOJI0Be ObLJIO COBCEM ITYCTO.
MeHblIle BCero oH XOTeJl CHOBA OKa3aThCsl B 9TOM JKHMKe, Kyue MEP3KUX CIIM3HEW MM Yero-To Mojo0-
HOT0, HO JIpYroro Beixona He Bujes. [TondexaB mpakKTUYECKU BIUIOTHYIO, OPUEHTUPOBABIIKCH HA UX
pazapaxaroInii MUCK, OH CIIOTKHYJICSI 000 UTO-TO M PHIOKOW HBIPHYJI B 3Ty MAacCy ¢ ToJIoBoi. Makcum
3ajiepiKaJl IbIXaHue, YTOOBl He YyBCTBOBATH IIPOTHBHBIN, BHIBOPAUMBAIOIIHIA HAM3HAHKY, 3arax, HO Ha
JONTo ero He xBaTwii0. Ciep:kvBasi pBOTHBIE MO3bIBBI, OH oayMal: «[loxkairyiicTa TOJIBKO He Jie3bTe B
POT U ymim». [11s yieid, KOHEYHO, 9TH CO3aHUsI ObUTH JJOCTATOUHO OOMBIITMMHU, HO KTO 3HAET, MOXET
OHM CITOCOOHBI BBITATUBATHCS U CTAHOBUTHCS TOHBIIIE?

[Tapenb 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaKk BCE BOKPYI HEr0 M3BMBAETCS M KOIOIIUTHCS, HEKOTOPbIE MX HUX
YMYZIPSUTUCH 3a0paThCsl TIO ONIEK/Ty. A eIli€, B 3TOM ajly, OH CMOT pa3iseTh JOCTATOYHO UHTEPEC-
HYI0O 3aKOHOMEPHOCTb. MIX Mep3Kuil MUCK, W3JaBaJiCsl TOJNBKO OT TeX 0cOOel, YTO HaXOAWIHMCh Ha
MOBEepXHOCTU. PsiioM ¢ HUM BCE OBUIO THIXO, HO OT TOr0 He MeHee MpoTuBHO. CKopee BCero OHu
9TO JAeNaju ISl OTIYTMBAHUS UM Yero-To nogooHoro... Ho camoe rmaBHOe, YTO HUKTO 32 HUM HE
OCMEJIUIICS TTOC/IE0BATE.

«U cronbko MHe 31ech HaxoauThesi? Haneloch, 9T MCHMHBL He CTaHYT JOKUAATbCS MEHsI CHa-
pyxu? MozxeT ObITh OHU MTOAYMAIOT, YTO MeHsI coxXpauiu U yiuayT? Tak cron! A 4TO, €CM 51 U BIIPaBLy
MOTY TepeBapuThCs B 3TOl xpeHe?!» Ero nocetuna sta yxacaioias MbICib, TaK KaK CITYCTsI HEKOTO-
poe BpeMsi, OH Hauasl YyBCTBOBATb Xk KEHHUE [0 BCEMY Telly, a Macca CJIM3Hel repecTaia Tak CUIbHO
W3BUBATBCSI BOKPYT HEro, CJIOBHO Obl OOJIbIIIE HE TbITAJACh OTTOPTHYTh... MOXKET Ha caMoM Jielie
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Hayajga ero MOTUXOHEUKY MOXUPATh W TePeBapUBaTh, MPUTYIUISIS €ro YyBCTBO CAMOCOXPAHEHHUS,
YTOOBI OH HE YCIIeJl OCO3HATh, YTO OKA3aJICs B JIOBYIIKE. . .

«Her! Her! Her! Takoii packyian meHs Toxe He ycrpauBaeT! Hamo BbIOMpathes, TOIBKO Kak?
Bnpyr ajickue roHure noKuIaoT ?» X0Th CHAPYKHU U CTAJIO TOPA3/I0 THUIIIE, M CAMU CJIM3HH ykKe TTPaK-
THUYECKH MePECTATN Bepelarh, HO PUCKOBaTh €My He XOTeJIoCch. Beab BTOpOro manca, u30exarb ux
KJIBIKACTBIX, MOIIIHBIX TTACTEH, MOXET He MPeICTaBUThCs. MaKCHM pell OMTH Ba-0aHK M TOIpo-
O0BaTh MPOIOJ3TH JI0 MTPOTUBOIIONIOKHON CTOPOHBL. B MpUHIIMIIE OH MPAKTUYECKU YKe TPUBBIK K
9TOW BOHU U CJIM3M U €CJIH OBl JKKEHHUE 110 BCEMY Telly He YCUIIMBAIOCh, TO BOZMOXHO, YyBCTBOBA
OBl cebst 371ech BIIOJIHEe HOpMaTbHO. HO cTpax OBbITh CheIeHHBIM He OHHM, TaK APYTUM CYIIECTBOM,
HUKYyJa He nporayl. OH Hayasl MOTUXOHBKY TepeMernatbesi. CHavasia, CylecTBa BOKPYT HEroO CJIOBHO
Obl HEXOTS ¥ HEZOBOJIBHO 3aKOTOIIMJIVCh, HO TIOTOM, OH OIIYTHJI KaK €ro PyKH, HOTH U IIeI0 IJIOTHO
00OBMBAIOT, TIOCTETICHHO YCUJIMBAs HANPsDKEHUE, HE TO3BOJISIST IakKe MOIIeBEIUThCs. .. Ero Hakpbiia
nanuka. KOHomma Hauan OpbIKaThCsl, HO Ka3aJloCh, YeM CHIIbHEE OH JIepraeTcs, TeM Kperrde ero Cxu-
MAIOT CO BCeX CTOpPOH. Tereph M TYJIOBMIIE CTUCHYIIU TaK, OyATO-TO pedpa BOT-BOT CJIOMAIOTCS, a B
JIeTKKe KUCIOPOo/a MOCTYIAJIO TOpa3/io MEeHbIle HEOOXOAUMOTO.

MakcuMm noHsi1, OyKBaJIbHO MHHYTA, MAKCUMYM JIB€ U OH YMpeT... BpeMeHn Ha pa3aymbs
yXe HeT. Bce ero MHCTHHKTBI 3a0WIM TPEBOTY, TEJIO MOKPBLIOCH JIMIIKUM TIOTOM, YK€ B KOTOPBIH
pas... HO CBOHM pa3yM OH MOCTapaJicsi OCBOOOIUTS. .. EMMHCTBEHHOE, UTO CIeJOBAJIO MOMPOOOBATD,
3TO paccnaduThesi. IHBIX TOIHBIX UIEH MTPOCTO HE ObLIO. . .

OH 3ame[uInII CBOE JIBIXaHUE, CIEJIaB €r0 MAaKCUMAaJIbHO TUIABHBIM, PAcCIaOuiI BCE MBIIIIIB 1
riepecTasl CONMPOTUBIATLCS. BCE paBHO eMy He epeCHIUTh THICSYU STUX CO3/IaHUM, HAXOISICh B CaMOi
ryiie, B snuieHTpe Mep3octu. CrycTsi CeKyH/I TPUIIATh, KOI/A €0 I71a3a yKe HAuaJlv 3aKaThIBAThCS
BBEpX, OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEOOJTBINON NTPpUIMB Kuciopoaa. CyiectBa ocinaduiv HaTuck. .. Ho Mak-
CUM He CTaJl UICTePUYECKU XBaTaTh BO3AyX PTOM, OH MOCTapasicsl He BbIaTh HUKAKUX W3MEHEHUH B
ceOe, IPOMO/KMB BCE TaK ke IJIAaBHO [IBIIIATh, HE MOKa3biBasi CBOEH MaHWMKHU, KOTOpask HUKYy/Aa He
orcrynuia. [Ipocto oH cMor 0/1071eTh €€, OTOIBUHYB Ha3ajl U B3ATh ceOsl B PYKH.

IOHoma nexxan He IBUrasch, oH OOsUICS TolIeBeNuThCsl. KoHeuHo, eMy cieioBaio nonpooo-
BaTh TUXOHEUYKO IPOIOJI3TH K BBIXOMY, HO CcTpax ObLT orpomeH! JInGo 310 Urphl ero pasyma, oo
HKOKEHHE JISHCTBUTEIIbHO CTAHOBUJIOCH TIPAKTUYECKH HEe BBIHOCUMBIM M TOT/Ia, COOPABIIUCH C YXOM,
OH TOIPOOOBAJI MAKCUMAJIBHO MEIJICHHO M TUIABHO TEpeKaTUTCs Ha Apyroi OOK. MOXHO cKa3arh,
YTO Y HEro 3TO MOITYYHIOCh, HO CJIM3HM CHOBA Ha4YasM 0OBUBaTh ero. Toraa Makcum 3ameyuiics, He
MpeANpUHIMAsT HUKAKUX JACUCTBUI M MPAKTUYECKU TEPecTa JIblarh. BeokaaB ceKyHI BaIaTh,
OH CHOBA CZEJAJ Mo 000poTa U 3amep... A TIOTOM, OYeHb ME/JIEHHO, CO CKOPOCTBIO OIMH 000POT
CEKYH]I 32 COPOK, OH Ha4yaJl IBUTAThCSI B CTOPOHY CBOOOMIHI. .. c60000bIFOHOIIIA JIeKal He JBUTasiCh, OH
6os1ICs ToIIeBeTUThCs. KOHeUHO, eMy cie/1oBasio onmpoOoBaTh TAXOHEUKO MPOIOI3TH K BBIXOLY, HO
crpax 61 orpomer! JIMOO 3TO UTPHI ero pazyma, JIMOO JKKeHHe JIEHCTBUTETEHO CTAHOBUIIOCH TIPaK-
THUYECKH HE BBIHOCUMBIM U TOT[Ia, COOPABIIKCH C yXOM, OH IOMPOOOBAT MAKCUMAJIbHO MEIJICHHO U
TUIABHO TIEpEeKaTUTCS Ha APyror OOK. MOXHO CKa3aTh, YTO y HErO 3TO MOMYUMIIOCh, HO CIM3HU CHOBA
Havyaau ooBuBarth ero. Torma Makcum 3ameuiniics, He TIPEANPUHUMAas HUKAKUX JEWCTBUH U MpaK-
THUYECKH TIepecTas AbliaTh. BeDkIaB ceKyH[ ABauaTh, OH CHOBA CIejaj Mol o0opoTa U 3aMep...
A 1oTOM, OYeHb MEJIEHHO, CO CKOPOCTBIO OIMH OOOPOT CEKYH]| 32 COPOK, OH HayaJl IBUTaThCs B
CTOPOHY CBOOOIHI. ...

BbIBaJIMBIIMCH U3 3TOM BOHIOUEH, CKJIM3KON MACChl, Er0 CHOBA BHIPBAJIO HA ITyCTOM KeJTy/lIoK. B
3TOT pa3 CKopee He U3-3a TOr0, YTO eMy ObLIO IPOTHBHO U OH MOJTHOCTHIO ObUT MOKPHIT CIIU3BIO, & CKO-
pee 13-3a OCO3HAHMSI, YTO €ro 4yTh ObUIO He TIePEeBAPWIIN 32KUBO, OT OCO3HAHMSI, UTO 32 TOCTICAHUIM
Yac, ero Xu3Hb yKe IBAX/Ibl HAXOIWIach Ha BOJIOCKE, HA CAMOW TOHKOH rpaHu. ByKBasjbHO IMIa)oOK
HE Tyna, ¥ OH ObLT ObI chefieH. CeKyHJHOE 3aMelaTebcTBO WM MPOMEIEHHE, M €ro TeJI0 PacTBO-
pusIock Obl B 9THX CylecTBax. Ml HUKTO Obl HE Hallen ero. ..
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MakcumMy TOBE3JIO, YTO em€ 3TH 00Je3/ble 0OOPOTHH, HE CTAIM €ro JOKHIATHCS, BUIMMO
PEIIMB, YTO eMy YK€ TOUHO He BHIOPAThCS U3 STOTO KUIAIEro aaa. M Beab HUKTO U3 HUX He IMoclie-
JOBaJI 32 HUM. A 3HAYUT OHM 3HAJTH, YTO TO TAKOE U HACKOJIBKO OHO OMACHO!

«U Bce xe, rae s Haxoxych? Kakasi aTo yacth HemsBegaHHoro mupa?!» Ilomyman Makcum,
TIO/IHSIB TOJIOBY HaBEpX, Mocje yero oH 3aMep. Ha HeOe He ObLI0 HU eAMHON 3Be310uKK. Hukakoro
CBETHJIa, HM HAMEKa Ha JIyHY WM Yero-To Mojio0HOro0. XOTs OH OTKY/a-TO MOHMMAJ, YTO U 00JIaKOB
TaM TOXeE HeT.

— Iloatomy 31€ch Tak TEMHO. .. — MPOM3HEC OH BCIIYX, TYT K€ OCO3HAB, UTO JIy4llle HEe MPOU3-
BOJMTH JIMIITHETO IIIyMa, €CJIM KOHEYHO, OH HAJIEeTCsI 3/1€Ch BHIKHT. . .

«CrtpanHoe Bce ke Mecto! A s TouHO He ymep?!» momyMa OH, pacuechiBas 10 OONU PYKY.
JK>xeHue Bce elie He YHUMAJIOCh, CJIOBHO CIIEIIMAIBHO OIPOBEPrasi €ro MpeArooKeH|s: O CMEPTH.
«Mosker Ha 3emtio Haramu? U teneps 3T Mep3kue co3aanus noeciony? [a He! CiuimkoM MHOTO
HECOCTBIKOBOK, CKOpee MEeHsI IIPOCTO MOXUTHIIN UHOIUIaHeTssHe! XM-M-M-M... Torna nouemy s oka-
3aJicsl HE Ha UX XUPYPruvecKoM CTojie, a IJe-TO B OTKPHITOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE, CJIOBHO OPOIIEHHbIN Ha
npousBoi cyapObl! Ho uto Toraa ciayumnoch ¢ Moeii paHoii? OHa He MorJIa Tak BOT OBICTPO 3aKHTh!
W He 6picTpo? CKOJIBKO 51 MPOOBLT B OTKIIIOUKE? A BIAPYT S THICSYM JIET IPOCIa U Terephb Hara
TUIAHETa BBIIJISAUT BOT TaK... A 51 OT Yero-To MpoOyIMIICs, YTOObI CrIacTH e€ oT KyTKor yuactu?! la
YK, TIOKaJTyH, He JIydiee BpeMs Ui IIyTOK. .. [la ¥ B TaKOM cilydae, MO€ TeJiO MPeBpaTuiioch Obl B
KYCOK BBICYIIIEHHOT'O Msica, He CIIOCOOHOTO IBUTAThCs, & s1 1 MI3MEHEHHUI-TO TOJIKOM He OIIYINAlo, Hy
ec He OpaTth B pacueT HEMMOBEPHOE KOJIMUECTBO a/IPEHATMHA, UTO S TTOTYYHI, TOKA ABAXbI Uy Th
ObLIIO HE yMep, IIPU YeM CaMbIM KeCTOKUM criocodom! U TenedoH Keratu He pas3sipikeH!»

«[TombIThCS UTO JTM, KOTIA HaiLy peky? OueHb Obl XOTeI0Ch CMBITH € ce0s1 BCIO 3TY ApsiHb!» Ho
MIOTOM [OHOIIIA TIOAYMaJI, YTO MOKET Tak Oynet u jyuie. [To kpaiiHeil Mepe, ero 3amax HeBO3MOKHO
MOYYBCTBOBATh CKBO3b 3Ty BOHb. Bpsil JI OH CMOKET HAlTH OoJiee JTy4Iyl0 MACKUPOBKY. . .

MakcuMm JI0r0 CTOSUI, pasMbILUIsAS Ky/Aa MOWTH. YUUTHIBAsl, YTO BIIEPEAN HUYEro He BUIHO,
caesnaTh BHIOOp OBUIO JOCTATOYHO CJOKHO. BriisiipIBasich B TEMHOTY, €ro He TIOKUIAJIO YyBCTBO, UTO
32 HUM KTO-TO OTTyJa HaOmonaeT. HensBecTHOCTD Iyrajna He XyKe BCTPETHBIIMXCS MOHCTPOB...
XOTs HeT, CTpax Mepell HEM3BECTHOCThIO, ObLT ropaszno Oosnbie! OcobeHHo Tenepb... OH caenan
HEOOJBINON MIAKOYEK BIEPE U 3aMep, YCIbIIIAB HEMOHSITHBIN 3BYK. «DTO 51 €r0 TOJbKO YTO U3/
WM KTO-TO PSAZOM CO MHOM HaXOAUTCSI ?» MaKCcUM JJOJITO CTOSLT B OKMAAHUE, HO HUYEro He Mpor30-
IIJIO ¥ IIIOPOXOB OOJIBbIIE HE CIBIIAIOCh. BepHee, OH MOCTOSIHHO YTO-TO CJIBIIIAN, HO JIMOO eMy 3TO
Ka3aJI0Ch, JIMOO 3TO OBUIO CIIUIIIKOM JIAJIEKO ¥ He TIOHSATHO OTKY/A. .. CIJIOTHYB, OH penuyics Ha emg
OIMH LuIar. A 1oToM €Ilg OAVH.

[Napens pemm NONTH MO HEOOJBIIOMY CKJIOHY BHM3, TaK KaK BOJA, €CIIM M €CTh, TO OyaeT
crekarbcsl BHU3. HaliTu peky, o KOTOpO# ero cioja BHIHECIO, OH yKe He HafesuiCs, HO BOT HalTH
BO/IY, TUTHEBYIO, [JIsl HETO OBLJIO JKM3HEHHO He0OX0aMo. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI ce0sI BLICYIIEHHBIM. 7KHBOT
CKpPYUHBaJIO OT 00/H, a cepare GapadaHuIIo Tak, YTO OTAABAJIO U 3aKJIabpIBajio yin. ['6oma ol rnoka
HE MCTIBITHIBAJT M3-32 TOLITHOTBOPHOTO CTpaxa, HO MOMUTh HyKHO ObUI0. .. [Tocsie Kaxaoro Majielero
MOCTOPOHHETO 3BYKa, OH OCTAHABJIMBAJICS M TIOJOJTY CTOSIT HE JIBUTasiCh, BIVISIIBIBASICH B TEMHOTY.
[TpuBBIKHYTH K IOMOOHOMY CJIOXHO. .. Tounee HeBo3MoXkHO! Jluibs Ge3ymert, KOTOpoMy TIeBaTh Ha
COOCTBEHHYIO KH3Hb, MOT OBl MJITU B TAKUX YCIIOBUSIX CIIOKOWHO. ..

T'oBOpAT, 4TO CMEPTH MPEBPAIIAET TBOIO KU3Hb B CyAb0y. TonbKo BOT Makcum ObLT ¢ 3TUM He
cornaceH. «Cynp6a?! la omuia ona K uepty! Eciu Obl 51 Bepui1 Bo BCE 3TO, TO IaBHO OBl yKe YKpacui
CBOMIM TPYIIOM, KaKylo-HUOY/Ib CTOUHYIO KaHaBy!» OH IPOAOIKaJl OCTOPOKHO UATH U AyMaTh, I1e
ke OH okazasicsi? M Kak Mor momnacTtb B CTOJb 3arajjovyHoe, 1Jist Hero, Mecto? Hu o yem nopoOHOM
NapeHb HUKOT/IA He CIIBIIIA, [a ¥ €CJU 3/IpaBO PacCykKIaTh, 3TO HE MOIJIO OBITh OUEHb JaJIeKO OT €ro
ropoza. BoT TobKO 3paBbiii CMBICI TYT TOUYHO HE MOMOIIHUK. .. OH ObUT YBEPEH, UTO 3TO OTKPBITOE
MIPOCTPAHCTBO, a HE KaKoe-HUOy/Ib OrPOMHOE MOMeleHue, TUMa jJadopatopur. HeBo3MOKHO ObLIO
Obl CO3/1aTh HACTOJIBKO YKCTHIN BO3IYX, XOTsI €CJIM 33/[yMaThCsl. .. BOSMOXHO 3TO U BIIpaB.y Jlabopa-
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TOpHBIN BO3/1yX ? CIMILKOM Y XOPOLLIO UM JbIIIUTCA. B roponax 310 He Mo3BOIMTENIbHAS] POCKOLIB!
Xots B arMocdepe CTOUT MPUBKYC YErO-TO METAJUIMYECKOT0, Yero-To HeMpUBBIYHOTO, HO Jake OT
9TOro BeeT HEKOW OPraHMKOW, a He YeM-TO CO3/IaHHBIM MCKYCCTBEHHO... «HO 4YTO 3a HeBeIOMBIX
CYILIECTB MHE MOCYACTIIMBIIIOCH YBUIETh? BOT OBl OOJIBbIIIE HUKOTAA HUYEro MOAPOOHOTO HEe BCTpe-
yare! [loxanyil, MHe XBaTWIO!» nocuacmaugunocel OBOPAT, YTO CMEPTh NPEBpAILAET TBOKO KU3Hb
B cynbOy. Tonmpko BOT Makcum ObL1 ¢ 3TUM He cornaceH. «Cynp0a?! Jla monuia oHa k yepry! Eciu
OBl 51 BEpUJI BO BCE 3TO, TO JABHO OB YK€ YKPACHJI CBOUM TPYIIOM, KaKyl0-HHOYIb CTOUHYIO KaHaBy !»
OH nponomkas OCTOPOKHO UIATU U IyMaTh, I7Ie e OH oKazajics? M kak Mor rmornactb B CTOJIb 3ara-
JO4YHOe, 1J1s1 Hero, Mecto? Hu 0 uem moioOHOM IapeHb HUKOT/IA He CIIBIIIAN, A2 M €CJIM 30paBoO pac-
CyXKJIaTh, 3TO HE MOIJIO OBITh OYEHb JJAJIEKO OT €ro ropona. BOT TOJIbKO 3ApaBblii CMBICH TYT TOYHO
HE MOMOIIHHUK. .. OH OBUT yBEpEH, YTO 3TO OTKPHITOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, a HE KaKoe-HUOYIb OrPOMHOE
roMelieHre, Tumna jgadoparopun. HeBo3MOKHO ObUIO ObI CO3/IaTh HACTOJIBKO YUCTHIA BO3/IyX, XOTS
€CJIM 33/[yMaThCsl... BOBMOXKHO 3TO U BIpaBy JabopaTopHbIil BO3ayx? CIMIIKOM YK XOpPOIIO UM
apimuTes. B ropogax 3To He Mo3BoUTENbHAS POCcKoIb! XoTs B aTMOcgepe CTOUT MPUBKYC Yero-
TO METAJUTMYECKOr0, YEro-TO HEMPUBBIYHOTO, HO JIAKe OT 3TOTO BeeT HEKOW OPraHUKOM, a He YeM-TO
CO3JJaHHBIM UCKYCCTBEHHO. .. «HO 4TO 32 HEBEAOMBIX CYIIECTB MHE IMOCYACTIIMBIIIOCH YBUIETh? BoT
Ob1 OOJIbIIIE HUKOTJA HUUEro MogpoOHOro He BeTpevarh! [loxkaimyil, MHe XBaTuiIo »

[MoTok ero mMbiciei npepBa HeOXKUAAHHBIN XpyCcT, MakcuM pe3Ko 3amep, n300paxas CTaryio. . .
Emy xoTenoch 3aKMypHThCsI, HO OH He MOT' ce0e 3TOr0 MO3BOJIUTh, TAK KaK B JTIOOYI0 CEKYH/Iy MOIJIO
MPOM30MTH YTO-TO. .. 1a YTO YrogHo... CIIOBHO BKOMAHHBIN, OH CTOSUT 3aTauB JbIXaHUE U BCMATpPH-
Bajicsl. BOKOBBIM 3peHHeM, 3aMeTUI, KaK 4TO-TO MaJIeHbKOE OBICTPO MPOCKOUMIIO €My 3a CIHUHY U
CKpBUIOCH B TeMHOTe. Wi 1 310 emy npuuyauiock? MakcuMm He 3HaJl, YeMy BEpUTb. ..

MenyieHHO 000pavYMBasCh BOKPYT CBOEW OCH, OH BBICMATPHUBAJ MOTEHIMATIbHYIO OMAcHOCTb.
Cepaiie CHOBa rpo3UIJIOCh BHICKOYHTH M3 TPYAHOM KJIETKH, a 110 BceMy Telry rnodeskana qpoxb. FOHora
CTOsIJT B MAKCMMAJIbHOM HarpsiKeHHe He 3Hasi, 4ero oxuaarh. CiycTs mapy CeKyH[ eMy CHOBA IOKa-
3aJI0Ch, YTO HETIOHSITHAs MAJICHbKasl TeHb OBICTPO IOPKHYJIA €My 32 CIUHY. «JTO TOXKE caMoe CyIlle-
CTBO WJIM UX HECKOJIbKO ?» TTomymar oH mpo cedst, cxaB B pyke TenedoH. Eime pa3 Bkimouyars (hoHapUK
OH TIOKa YTO HE pellajcs, HO yTSKEeTUTh TIPU TIOMOIIM YCTPOWMCTBA CBOM yrap He nomernaet. «Mmm
BOOOIIIE MHE TOJIBKO 3TO UyAUTCsA?» MaKcuM O4eHb CHIIBHO XOTeJ, YTOOBI BCE 0Ka3aJ0Ch JIMIIb €ro
(baHTa3Mell, HO 3TO HE 3HAYMT, YTO HE CTOMT FOTOBUTHCS K HaMXyalleMy ucxomy. «Kak ke yxacHo
oKazaTbCsl B MOmoOHON cutyarmu! S omrymiaio ceOst OECOMOIIHON HaXUBKOK... OTKPHIT CO BCEX
CTOPOH Y He TIOHMMAIO, Yero OKuaaTh! A eIe Bce 3TH paHee HEBHJAHHbIE cylecTBa. .. OTKyIa OHU
TOJIbKO B3sIUCh?! C HEBUIMMOU CTOPOHBI JTIyHBI MipujieTesii? XM, Mocje TOro, 4To s epekuil BCEro
3a Mapy 4acoB, MHE 3TO yXke He KaXeTcs TaKoW YK Oe3yMHOU uieei!».

C orpoMHBIM TpPYIOM, NMapeHb 3aCTaBUJI CBOM OJEPEBEHEBIIHE OT CTpaxa HOTU, COTHYThCS B
KOJIEHSIX [UIsl TOTO, YTOOBI B CiIyyae HamajieHusi, eMy Ipoine ObUIO CAeNaTh MPbIKOK WM IPOCTO
yUTH C TpaeKTopuu ataku. OH CHJIBHO CKaJl KYJaKH M TOCTApaJICsl YCIIOKOUTD JibixaHue. [TaHuKoi
31eCh He TMOMOJKEIlb... MaKCUM TepecTan BepTeThCs, 3aCThIB Ha OJHOM MECTe U JIMIIb TOJOBOM
cTapaJicsl TocMaTpuBaTh 3a CIMHY, OKHUas ygapa UMeHHO Tyga. Korma emy mokasasioch, YTO BOT
MPsSIMO ceivac Ha Hero HAKMHYThCS, OH PE3KO pa3BEpHYJICS, elI€ OOJbIle HAKJIOHUBIICH U IPUKPHIB
rosioBy pykamu. [1o cyTu, BctaB B O0okcepckyio cToiKy. Ho Hukoro He 6b110. «Heyxenu nokasanoch?»
[NocTosiB Tak emié OKOJIO COpPOKa CEKyH/[, €ro yxke Haualo OTIYCKaTh, TapeHb MPUOOOAPEHHO B3I0X-
HYJI, KaK BHOBb, cJ1a0as TeHb MPOCKoUmIa eMy 3a cruHy. U em€ ogna... U em€. OpHOBpeMEeHHO,
cpa3y [Be TEHH IPOJIETENIN C pa3HbIX CTOpOoH. Tereph yke OH He MOI' COMHEBAThCSl U TPEIIUTh Ha
CBOE BOOOpakeHHe, CTal0 OYEBUIHO, YTO TO peajibHasi OMACHOCTb. A KOIZIa TeHU MPUOIM3HUINCH,
OH TIOHSUI, YTO HE TaKWe YK OHU M MaJleHbKue... Tak Ka3ajaoch, U3-3a UX OCIIEHHOW CKOPOCTH...
CymiectBa 1o pazmepam, CKopee OXOIUIM Ha B3pOCIIyIo OBYapKy M ObUIO MX HE JIBE U He TpH. .. Beex
OH HE MOT YBHJIETh, HO JIOTaJIbIBAJICS, YTO BO3MOXKHO, OKOJIO JIECSITH. ..

— DTO KOHEll. .. — TUXO MPOU3HEC MapeHb, BCIYX.
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MakcuMm CTOsUT Ha OTKPBITOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE, OeXkaTh ObLIIO HEKY/a, 1O ero MieKam BOT-BOT MOTe-
KyT cje3bl... OT cTpaxa, OT HeCIpaBeIMBOCTH, OT OOUIBI, a eIlE. ..3-3a CBOEH INIYTOCTH. . .

— Jlyume Obl 51 OCTaNCS PAJOM C STUMHU CIM3HSIMHU JOKUIATHCSA PACCBETA... — CKBO3b 3YOHl,
MIPOILUIIEI TTAPEHb — MOT OBl CIIPATAThCSA B CIyYae vero. ..

Tenent craHoBUIIOCH BcE Gombiie. OHM BCE ObICTpee M ONvke MPOHOCHIIUCH PsAAoM ¢ Makcu-
MOM M Ceiiyac OH He TOJIbKO MOT MX YBU/IETh, HO TaKKe HA4aJl CIIBIIIATh MX TOJIOIHOE, YCTpallalolee
pbruanue. OHU SIBHO ObUTM B TIPEIBKYIIIEHUE HAKUBHI. .. [ OTOBMIIMCH MOJTAKOMUTHCS YEJTOBEUNHOM . . .
W B TOT MOMEHT, KOIJJa OH yKe OILyIIaji X OJM30CTh U ObLT YBEPEH B aTake, MapeHb pe3Ko pa3Bep-
HYJICSI HAHOCSI yAap PYKOM, ThUIBHOM CTOPOHOM JIAIOHH, B KOTOPOH OBbLT 3a)ar TesiehOH, HO HU 110
KoMy He mornas. Pyka mposerena cBOOOIHO MO BO3AYXY, & BOKPYT cTajio THXO... He Obuto M ciena
YbEro-amd0 MPHUCYTCTBUSI, CIOBHO eMy BCE IMOKa3aiock. Bee TeHM mMcuesnu Tak ke ObICTpPO, Kak U
TIOSIBUJIMCh, OCTABUB TOCIIE ceOsl JIMIIb YyBCTBO HEMUHYEMOW ruOe 1 Oe3bICXOOHOCTH. .. [TapeHb
yXe ObUT TOTOB YMEPETh. . .

MakcuM U3yMJIEHHO TISUTWIICS B ITYCTOTY, OKHJasi, YTO TEHH BEPHYTCSI M TOTOBUJICS K OOpbOe
3a cBOIO ku3Hb. Ho HMuero He nmpoucxonuio. Bo pTy Bcé nepecoxiio, a KojgeHku aposxkand. KOHora
MIBITAJICSL YHATH CBOIO JPOXKb U CABUHYTHCS XOTSI Obl HA MUJITUMETP, YTOOBI MOUTH OOPATHO K ITOM
Kyue cie3Hei. U korma MakciM HaKOHEI-TO CMOT IIepe0opOTh CBOH CTpax M 3aHeC HOTY JJIs Iiara,
OH TOYYBCTBOBAJI Yb€-TO JIBIXaHUE HA CBOEM 3aThLIKE. . .
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I'naa 4 I'epon

XyaeHbKasi, pelKeBOJIOcast JEBYIIKa, JEBATHAALATH JIE€T, CUjela Ha KaMEHHOM OCHOBAaHWH,
KOTOpPOE OYEeHb HANOMHUHAJIO CKaMblo. EciM mpurisgerscsi, To Ha €ro CMHKE MOXHO ObUIO pas-
IJISIIETh 3aMBICTIOBaThie Y30phl. JleBymika Oblla ofeTa B CHHHE JKUHCHI, BHICOKME KOKaHbIE Carloru
YyTb HUE KOJIEHAa M TEMHO-CHHIOI KOTY ¢ BOPOTHUKOM, 3aKpbIBaoIylo 1iew. Ilompkarsie k rpyau
KOJIEHM, OHa 0OXBaTH/Ia pyKaMH U CO CTOPOHBI CMOTpeJIa Ha BCeX OOJBIIMMU MCITyTaHHBIMHU IJIa3aMH.
Eii 6pUI0 CIIOKHO TIOBEPUTH B MPOMCXOMsAIIEe, HO pasyM He Mor oomaHbBaTh. OHa YETKO BHAENA
CyILIECTB, KOTOpbIE HE MOIVIM CYILLIECTBOBATh Ha 3eMJIe, pa3Be UTo B ckazkax. IIpu yem, ckopee Bcero,
BCE OHM OBbLIM pa3yMHBI U O0JIee TOro MOIIM pa3roBapuBath. [1o MIUMO He€, B IOMeIIeHne, KOTOpoe
TYCKJIO OCBELIAJIOCh P MOMOIIY CTPAHHBIX IIAPOB, BHYTPH KOTOPbIX rOpeJt C1a0blil cepblil OTOHEK,
HAXOZIMJIOCH €€ HEeCKOJIbKO TaK ke MPHOBIBIIMX M HMYErO He MOHMMalomuX ocobeil. Ha3Barp mx
JHOOBMU SI3BIK He MoBopauuBajics. I1ooBMHA U3 HUX, KOHEYHO, MMeNa JOCTaTOYHO MHOTO OOIMX,
CXOXKHMX YEpT, HO OCTaJIbHasl OJIOBUHA PA3UTEIbHO OTIMYAIIACh.

X Bcex mo ovepean 3aBOIMIIM B 9TO MPOCTOPHOE, HO CJIa00 OCBEIIEHHOE MOMeIlleHre U 6e3
KaKUX-JTMO0 OOBSCHEHUI OCTaBIIsIM kJaTh. C OTHOI CTOPOHBI, JEBYIIKE OUYEHb XOTEIOCh PACCMOT-
PeTh MPHUCYTCTBYIOMIMX MOOJIMKE ¥ BO3MOXKHO JIaKe MOMpoO0BaTh MOOOIMIATHCS, HO C APYTOi, CTpax
NiepeBeIBall, U OHa CHJeTIa B CTOPOHKE, OOSICh JIMIITHUI pa3 NpHBJIeKaTh BHUMaHue. OCOOEHHO TOro
TUTaHTa C TOIOPOM, KOTOPBII OOJIbIIIE ObLT MOX0X Ha OTPOMHYIO, JIBICYI0 TOpriLTy. OH eJMHCTBEHHbIN
KTO OBLT Cpe/i HUX C OPY)KMEM, ¥ B IPHHIIMIIE €0 M BCE OCTaJIbHBIE CTAPAJIUCh U30eraTh. ..

JleBy1IKa OueHb MJIOXO MOMHMWIIA MOocleJHUe coObITUA. UTO Mpon301uIo, nepesi TeM Kak OHa
nonana ciona? U roe uMeHHo, KCTaTu, OHa OKasasnach? EMHCTBEHHOE, 4TO OHA 3HAJIa — 3TO SIKOOBI
apyroi mup... Hy eil Tak cka3aiu Te Ba CTPaHHbIX CyLIECTBA, KOTOPbIE OOJIbIlE MTOXOJUIM Ha 3Be-
pei... XoTs eciii uX MPOCTO Ha3BaTh MOHCTPAaMH, TO He CHJIbHO ommberibcs. Ha camom zerne, e€
OOJIbILIe YIUBUIIO, YTO OHM CIOCOOHBI pa3roBapyuBaTh, /1a U eIIE Ha MOHSATHOM el si3blke. UTo mpume-
YaresbHO, OHA Cpa3y OCO3HaJIa, YTO 3TO HE €€ POIHOM A3BIK, KAKOK-TO COBEPIIEHHO JPYroii, HO OHAa
ero oYemMy-To MPEKPacHO MOHUMAET. .. YTO ke Kacaercs Ipyroro MUpa, 1o Kakoi-To NpuyuHe, en
JIErKO OBLJIO PUHSATH TO, CJIOBHO OHA BCE BPEMSI TOJIbKO TOTO M XKJaja. .. BO3MOKHO Tak ObUIO U3-32
TOrO, YTO OKpY’Katoliee e€ MPOCTPAHCTBO, JEUCTBUTEIBLHO HE ObLJIO MOXOXe Ha 3eMJII0, cama aTMO-
cepa oILyIIanach COBCEM MO-APYroMy, BO3AYX AbILIAJICS MO-IPYyroMy, He TOBOPs yke O CYIIeCTBax
HaceJIIIIMX 3TOT MUp. B utore, noka oHa npeOpiBajia B IIOKOBOM COCTOSIHUE, T€ KTO €€ BCTPETHJIH,
BU/IUMO TOyMaJIi, YTO HET CMBICIIA ceiiuac 4yTo-1M00 OOBSACHATh U BCE UTO A0 HEE J0BEIU 3TO TO,
YTO OHA ObLIAa MPU3BaHA B APYroil MHp. A Terepb €€ OCTaBHIIM 3/1€Ch YEro-TO JI0KHUAATHCS, SIKOOBI
ceffuac eii BCE TOJDKHBI OoJiee MoipoOHO paccKasaTh M MOMPOCKIIN Oe3 ITyTMOCTeH. . .

O ToM, YTO OCTaJIbHBIE IPUCYTCTBYIOIIME 3[I€Ch TaKUE K€ KAaK U OHA, B CMBIC]IE HE U3 3TOrO
MHpa, JEeBYIIKa caMa J0rajianach, M0 MX OTPEIIeHHBIM U yIUBJIEHHBIM B3risgaM. Ho He Bce Obun
ucIyratsel. .. OHa He MorJIa He 0OpaTUTh BHUMAaHUs Ha JPYIyIo JIEBYLIKY, POCTOM IPUMEPHO METP
BOCEMBECHAT, YTO I0CTATOUHO MHOTO B cpaBHeHHe ¢ Hell. C JUIMHHBIMU I'YCTBIMHU BOJIOCAMU 30JI0TH-
CTOTO I1BETa, KOTOpbIe ObUTH COOpaHbI Ha 3aThIIKE B KOHCKMI XBOCT. E€ Koka oTaBaa cepeOpsiHbIM
OTTEHKOM HACTOJIbKO CHJIBHO, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, CJIOBHO OHA CJIErKa CBETUTCS, U YK TOYHO HEeJib3s1 ObLIO
Ha3BaTh e€ OJIeTHOM, 9TO HeBO3MOKXHO! B Hell ObLIO UTO-TO TaKOE HE TIOHATHOE . .. HE €CTECTBEHHOE. . .
CKOpee BeJMyecTBeHHoe. [ 1/15 Ha Hee, TOJIBKO cefiuac pblkeBosIocast AEBYIKA MOHSIIA, YTO 3HAUUT
BhIpaKeHHe HOrH oT ymiei. [Toatomy oHa u Ka3asiach Takoil BBICOKOM... Ho mpu aTOoM OHa He Obuia
xynomiaBoi. E€ Oesipa ObuM MSCHCTBIE, a TaIMsl, OTHOCUTENIBHO TOHKAsl, YTO Ha KOHTpacTe, co3/a-
BaJIO BOCXUTUTENbHOE 3pesuuie. TouHo aeyika ¢ oonoxku! [IpaBaa He 3emHoil... OT ogHOro €€
YBEPEHHOTO B3IVIsIa CBEpXy BHH3, OpOCajo B HEOObSCHUMBIN TpereT. CIAMIIKOM YK OHA yBEpeHa B
cebe 1 y’K TOUHO Hudero He 6outcs! OHa Tak ke cujena B OQUHOYECTBE, XOTh U B CEpe/IMHE 3aJa.
Co3paBajioch OILyIIEHHE, YTO 9TO BCE OCTaJIbHblE OOAUBAIOTCS M CTOPOHATCA e€. C Hell, pbIkeBO-
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Jocas IeByIIKa, TOXE CTapajiach He NepeceKarbesl B3MIsAJaMU. .. «BJIMH, Takoe ollylleHue, 4To OHa
31ech He BriepBble! Byb OHa B Tako# e CUTYyalUH, YTO U $1, pa3Be CMOIJIa Obl COXPaHSITh TaKOE CIO-
KoiictBre? MoskeT ObITh OHa U3 3Toro mupa?! MoxeT oHa BoOOIIe 32 HAMH BCEMHU IMPOCTO HAOMIO-
naer! Tumna Hag3upaTesab ¢ UX CTOpoHsl!» [logymana mpo ceOs pelkeBOIOCAss, HO OT pa3ayMuil eé
OTBJIEK TOJIOC.

— IIpuser! Tebst kKak 3BaTh? — 0OpATUIICA K HEW MAPHUILIKA, PAKTUIECKHU TAKOTO XKe TeJ0CIO-
keHust. XyIoi, HU3KOTo pocTa, ¢ T0OphIMHU IJIa3aMH, HO caMoe IJIaBHOE, OH TOXe uesioBek! BepHee,
ObLT TOXOK Ha OOBIYHOTO YEeJIOBEKA.

JleByIliKa HacTONbKO CHJIBHO YIMBWJIACh, YTO C HEW KTO-TO 3arOBOPUJI, OTYErO OHA MPOCTO
MOJT4a OTCTPAHMJIACh Ha3a/l M UCIIYTaHHO ISUIAJIACh HA TapHS.

— Aaa, nonsartHo. He oronuia emg ot moka? 4 Toxe 101ro He MOT MOBEPUTh, HO KakKeTCsl cervac
BCE BCTaeT Ha cBou Mecta. [lomyyaercs iereHipl 0 HallleM KJIaHe He Bpajiv! — MPOIOJKUII OH TOBO-
puTh, He IpUOIMKasACch Oosbliie — CiyInaii, Hy pa3 Tak, JaBail TOra MOTOM MoOOIIaeMcs, 1 CMOTPIO
TeOe ceifyac clIoKHO Bc€ ocos3Hath. Hy Tl ecm uto oOpalmaiics, BApYr HyKHa OyIeT KOMITaHUs —
YJIBIOHYBIIIKCH HATIOCTIEIOK, TAPEHb OTOIIIE 0OPATHO Ha CBOE MECTO M KPUKHYJI OTTYa — MeHs ecu
yT10 OuKc 30ByT!

JleByiiika BcE emié cuiesa OTCTPAaHEHHO U TOJIBKO cerdac 10 He€ JIOILIO, YTO C HeW MbiTa-
JIMCh HaNIAUTh KOHTAKT. «biun! Hamo Obi1o oTBeTHTH!» 3ano3nano, mogymaina oHa rmpo ceds. «A u
BIIpaB1y, Kak MeHs 30ByT?» OHa A0JIro gymasia, IbITasich BCIIOMHUTb. Kakoe CTpaHHO OIIyIleHue. . .
Eii He ka3anoch, 4TO OHA BOOOIIE 4TO-IM00 3a0bU1a O ceO€e, CIIOBHO BCE TaK, KaK M JOIKHO OBITh, HO
Ka’K/Ipli pa3, KOIJla OHa MbITalach BCIOMHUTD, HATBIKAJIACh CIIOBHO Ha ITyCTOE Cepoe MPOCTPAHCTBO B
rosioBe. Byito Obl KycOoK e€ BOCIIOMUHAHHIA TIPOCTO Bhipe3aii. Ho mpu 3ToM, OHa 4eTKO 0co3HaBasa
ceos. ..

«Tak 1 kak xe MeHs 30ByT?!» Ene cnepkuBasich, 4TOOBI HE 3aKpHUaTh, yKacHyIach oHa. U B
3TOT MOMEHT B T'0JIOBE UYTO-TO I1eNKHYJI0. Kycok BocmoMuHanuii K Hell BepHyics. «Manau! Mens
30BYT Maiiau! Touno! Maiinu!» [leByika nukoBaia, Ha e€ uiie Obuta 6e3MepHast paocTb. ManeHb-
kas nodena. Eil xotenock mogdexars K TOMY MAPHUIIKE U TMPOKPUYATh €My 3TO MpsMo B suiio. Ho
MIOTOM OHa YBH/JIeJa OOLIyI0 KapTUHY, C IECSITKOM CTPAIIHBIX, HEM3BECTHBIX CYIIECTB U BCS €€ pellu-
TEJILHOCTB TYT e CBEPHYJIAch KITyOouKkoM. « He y cebst foma. §1 maxe He Ha CBOEeH ITaHeTe. .. CKopee
BCero... Tak 4To HyXkHO OBITb OCTOpPOKHEE. XOTsl MOAPYKUTHCS C KEM-TO, BOBMOXKHO HE Takas yx
U 1uioxas uzes... Hem3BecTHO 4To MX BceX kIET BIEepeau U 003aBECTHCh COIO3HUKOM, €AMHOMBIIII-
JICHHUKOM WJIK APYTIOM MOXKET HC MOMCHIATD. . .»

Mbpiiin Havyasa Gojiee OCMBICTIEHO M BHUMATEJIBHO OIISIABIBATHCS 1O cTOpoHam. [lomerieHue,
B KOTOPOM OHH HAXOJAMJIMCh OBLJIO TIPOCTOPHBIM U TO k€ BpeMsi IycThiM. CIIOBHO MPOCTO BhIPE3aJIH
KYCOK U3 CKaJIbl U HEMHOI'O 0OCTaBUJIN €70 6y.HbI)KHI/IKaMI/I, B KOTOPBIX TOKE BBIPE3aIX YTO-TO HAIIOO-
oue cenymku. OueHb TBepAbIe, OYeHb HEYJOOHBIEe, OYeHb XOJIOIHBIE, HO JIyullle, YeM Hu4ero. BHyTpu,
KaK OHa yXe TOIMEeTHIa paHee, IIe-TO BUCENH, a TJIe-T0 ObUIM MPUKPEIUICHBl K CTeHe, HeOOobIIue
MIPO3pavHbIe IMAPhl, B KOTOPBIX CBETUJICS CNIAOBIN cepblii OroHEK. Ecu 101ro BcMaTpuBaThes B HETO,
TO Ka3aJI0Ch CJIOBHO OH JKMBOM, MHOT/IA TIepeMentasics 1o STOMY Iapy Tyaa-ciofia u OyaTo Obl B 3aBU-
CUMOCTH OT HACTPOEHHs, CTAHOBUJICSI TO CBETJIee, TO ropen Oojee TyCKJIo. A HEKOTOpble M BOBCE
CTPaHHO MUTAJIH. ..

Tak ke B IoMellleHne, BO3JIe CTeHbl, HAXOAWJIOCh KAMEHHOE BO3BBILIIEHUE, BPOJE MIaT(OPMBI
WM CKOpee HeOOJbINoN ClieHbl. M eci He cCUMTaTh HEM3BECTHBIX Y30POB Ha CTEHAX M BOZMOKHO Ha
TMIOTOJIKE, TO OOJIbIIIE B 3TOM MECTe pasIIsiAbBaTh ObUTO Hedero. EctecTBeHHO, KpoMe ero moceTure-
neii. Maiian HacuuTana OAMHHAIIATD CYIIECTB, 1o MUMO ceds1. Terneps, mocie 6ojiee BHUMATETBHOTO
MX OCMOTpa, OHa OblJIa YBEpEeHa, YTO BCE OHM TaK ke MPUOBUTH U3 KaKOro-To Apyroro mecra. Mx Bcex
IMMpUBEJIX U OCTAaBUJIN KOATh. . . HewnssectHo uero... Ho eciu ObI X0TE N y6I/ITb, TO U 3aMOpavYrBaTbCA
HE CcTajM Obl, TAK YTO 3TU MBIC/IM OHA CTapajiach Cpasy ke OTOPOCUTD, B TIEPBYIO OYepeb UIsl TOTO,
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4TOOBI ceOsl yCIOKOUTh. HO HEeT-HeT, a MmaibHasi MBICJHIIKA O KAKOM-HHUOY/Ib KyTKOM KEPTBOIPHHO-
IIEHKe J1a POCKAJIb3bIBAJIA Y HEe B TOJIOBE.

JleBy1Ika, crapanach HE3aMETHO U3YUYHUTh OCTATbHBIX YYACTHUKOB 3TOTO COOpaHUS, MEJTHKOM
MOTJISAABIBAS MCMOAI00bsA. [1o MUMO OO IIero K Hell MapHUIIKY, BeTMYECTBEHHOUN cepeOpsaHO
JEBYIIKH, TAK OHA PelIria Ha3bIBaTh €€ Mpo ceOsl, U CYIIECTBA IIOXOKET0 Ha JIBICYIO TOPUILTY C OTPOM-
HBIM TOTIOPOM, OBUTH eIIIE He MeHee CTPaHHbBIC M YAUBUTETbHBIE CO3IaHus. V1 caMbIM CTpaHHBIM Cpe/in
HUX OBUT BOT 9TOT HETIOHATHBIN 00BeKT. OIlyIeHre, CIOBHO MaJICHbKHUI peOeHOK HEYMEJIO MBITaJICS
HApUCOBATh YEJIOBEUKA, TOJBKO B IMOJHBIA €ro pocT... J[[Be TpeyroibHble PyKH, ABE BBITSHYThIE HOTU
Y TOJIOBA C TYJIOBMIIIEM B BUJE TAKOTO ke TpeyroibHuKa. He OblIo OOJbIlle HUYEro, HU KUCTEH, HU
MaJIbIeB, HU CTYMHEH, HY Jaxe juia. [IpocTo mycToe mpoCTpaHCTBO TaM, I7ie AOJKHBI OBITh I71a3a,
yIIH, HOC, poT. CTOSIT OH Ha IBYX OCTPBIX OKOHEUHOCTSIX, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT yrazeT. OJHAKO yaepKu-
BaThb PaBHOBECHE, [UIsl HETO HE COCTABJIsUIO Tpyda. Briepeele, koraa Maiiiu HaTONKHY/Iach Ha HETo
B3IVISIIOM, OHA CHAyasa MPHHsJIA ero 3a HEeKYI0 CTaTylo, BpoJe eIMHCTBEHHOrO, IyCTh M HEJIeNoro
YKpAIlleH!sI 9TOTO MeCTa, HO OBICTPO MOHSIIA, YTO TO TOXKE XKUBOE (HAaBEpHOE) CYILECTBO.

«Kak xe oHO BUIUT ... ecT...» [logymana neBylika, a mocje NoHsja, YTo, HABEPHOE, B €ro
JKU3HU JIOJKHBI OBITH BEIU U MOTskesee. .. Ha Hem He ObL10 HUKakoi onexapl. OHa eMy v He Tpe6o-
Basack. [Ipocto cepoe co3nanue, CIIOBHO BHIKOBAHHOE U3 KaMHS, COCTOSIIIIEE U3 MPSIMBIX JINHUAK C OCT-
pbIMU yriIamu. .. be3 kakux-1m60 BRITYKJIOCTel 1 OyrOpKoB. «/layxku» JleByIika permia Ha3bIBaTh
9TO CYIIECTBO — Be3bIMSHHBIM. .. OH ObUT €IUHCTBEHHBIM, Ha KOTO OHA TSTUJIACh OECTIPUCTPACTHO.

Crenyromniuii, KOro MpoCcTo Helb3s ObLJIO HE 3aMETUTh, ObUT OTPOMHBIN, OOPOIATHIA MYKUYMHA,
KOTOPBIN B rabaprTax COBCEM HEMHOTO ycTymas ropuie. [1o kpaiiHeld Mepe, IIMPUHA TUIeY TTPAKTH-
YEeCKHU TaKasi ke, [P TOM, YTO OH Ha I10JI TOJIOBBI BBIIIE, BO3MOXHO M3-32 TOTO, YTO HE CYTYJIHJICS.
[epBas e MbICTb, KOTOpast €€ MOoceTua, TpU B3I/ HAa Hero, mepej Hei cTouT BUKUHT! JInOo
KAKOI-TO CYpOBBIM CeBEepsHUH. MOIYauBbIi, TPO3HBIN, CUIIBHBIA U HACTOJIBKO ke onacHblii! Ero
MepBOOBITHAS] MOIIIb, OIIYIIAJIACh JIaXe C TAaKoro pacctossHus. OeT oH ObUT B KUJIETKY Oe3 pyKaBoOB
13 KOPUYHEBOTO MeXa M KOPOTKHE MIOPTHL. YepHble MOBS3KY, IJIOTHO OOMAaTHIBAI OUIIETIC, SIPKO
nomuépkuBas ero. OOyBb MJIOX0 OBUIO BUIHO, HO CKOpee BCero Ha Horax ObUIM CaHJaIMd. A e
OH 3aropeiibiil. «XM-M-M-M. .. Hy wim oxanuH. . .» [Togymana Maiiau. «Ho Tl TOYHO Oyaents Moum
BukrHrom! Hy To ectb He MouM, s Tak Oyay TeOsl Ha3biBaTh. ..» EMy He XBaTajo pa3Be uToO OpYKHs
B pykax. OToOparh TOMop y TOpHILIBI U 00pa3 OyJeT UIeaIbHO JIOTIOTHEH.

«bmun! Hy u crpammmina xe 31ech coOpasich, MOXOAY 51 OJHA Takas Xpynkas u Oecrio-
MolHas. .. Hy eme sToT napHuiika, Toxe ¢ BUAy He MPeACTaB/seT HUKAKOU yTrpo3bl...» BClioMHUB
PO HEro, OHa yBHJEJA, KaK 3TOT MapeHb, HAOPABIIKCh CMEJIOCTH, PEIIMI TIOJONTH K cepeOpsHOi
nesymike. «Hy u dynuo, CriokoiHO He cuanTCes uTo Ju?» Ho mpu 3T0 eif cTasio HeBEpOsTHO JII000-
MIBITHO, O YeM OHM HaYaJIi Pa3roBapyBaTh, M OHA eJie CIEPKUBAIACh YTOOBI He MOA00paThCs OOJIIKE,
T Obl TIOICTymAaTh. K cokaneHnio, He3aMeTHO MOJKPACThCS ObLJIO HEBO3MOXHO. JII000# 13 HUX
KTO OBl YTO HM CJeJIal, MOMEHTAILHO ObI MPUBJIEK BHUMAaHKE BCEX OCTATIbHBIX. XOTh OHU W BBITJISI-
JeJIA CTIOKOWHO, OyITO UM HUYEro He MHTEPECHO, HO JICBYIIKA TIOHMMAJIA, YTO KaK/Iblii BHUMATETHHO
HaOmogaeT 3a 0OCTAaHOBKOK. B UTOre eMMHCTBEHHOE, UTO €l y/IaJIoCh YCIBIIIATh 3TO €€ uMs — Jpa.
«XM. Kakoe crpannoe» IMogymana Maiinu. «Xots dero 31o a7 OHa ke cKopee BCero BooOIe u3
apyroro mupa. OTKyJa MHE 3HaTh KaKue Y HUX TaM MPUHATH UMeHa. . .».

Byaro Ol ycTblliiaHHOE MM KaK-TO MOBJIUSIIO U B €€ TOJI0BE CHOBA YTO-TO IIEJIKHYJIO, TIOKA3aB
elié oqHy KapTUHKY. BocriomuHanue u3 riponuioro. CoBceM HeJIaBHEro U Bce ke... Ternepb BCE 3To
Ka3aJI0Ch TaK, CJIOBHO ITPOUCXOIUIIO B IPYTOM JKU3HU, @ 3HAYUT OYEeHb-O4eHb JaBHO... OHa yBUENA,
KaK CHJIUT B KAKOM-TO 3aBeJIcHUe 32 OApHOU CTOUKOM, TIONMBAsA CBOM KOKTEIb. M1 HAXOMUTCS B
TOW caMoU OfIeKJIe, UTO U cervac, ro3a packperolieHHasi, ypepeHHast. Huuro He mpeyBeraet Oe/ibl. . .
CpenaB oyepeJHOM ITIOTOK, IEBYIIIKA CJIOBHO ObI IMOTIEPXHYJIACh H MOMBITATIACh OTKAIUIAThCs. CrycTs
CEeKYyH/Iy, OHa CHOBA MOMbITAIACH TPOYMCTUTH ropiio. Buaumo He momorio... B cienyroriee MraoBe-
HHe, OHA yXke XBaTaeT PTOM BO3/yX, pa3aupas cede ropio. OmapaieHHbIMY I71a3aMu, OHa ycresna
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OpOCHTH MTPEACMEPTHBIN B3IV HA CBOM OOKaJI, Mpesk/ie YeM 3aBaIUThCs Ha criuHy. E€ Tesno BhrHy-
JIOCh B AYTY, a U30 pTa MOIILIa NeHa. . .

K Heil TyT %e nondexany UCIyraHHbIE JIIOAU, HO HUKTO He pelnajics e€ Tporath, YTOObl XOTh
KaK-TO IOMOYb. A TIOTOM, OHA CJIOBHO ObI OUHYJIACh TIOCJIE JKYTKOTO Kommapa. Best B XonomHoM noty,
MIOKPHITAsl MypAIIKaMH ¥ B TIOJHOM TEMHOTe... DT0 OblIa aOCOMIOTHAS ThMa, I1ie He BUIHO CaMOM
ce0s1, He TOBOpsI yke 00 OKpyXKaroleM mpocTpancTBe. KTo-To K Hell mojoimes, 3aroBOpuil ¢ O4eHb
CTPaHHBIM aKLIEHTOM, a [IOTOM OHA OKa3aJlach YK€ 3/1€Chb, CPE/IM BCEX ITUX CTPAHHBIX CYIIECTB.

«Tak 3HAYUT 51 Bce-TaKu yMepia... TaM... B cBoeM mupe... OueHb UHTEPECHO... A 3T0 4T0?
Moii Bropo# manc? Minu ke mpokJisiThe 3a Bce Mou rpexu?» [leyasibHO noymala JeByliika, a nocle,
ynbiOHynack. .. Cama cebe. [leByika mbITanach BecTu ceOsi CIOKOMHO, YUUTHIBas TO, UTO €€ B Oue-
peaHol pa3 mpodpaa IpoKb.

B3risiHyB Ha TOro MapHUINKY, OHAa YBHJEa, KaK OH CJIerKa MOJABJICHHBIH OTXOIUT OT cepeld-
psiHol neBymiku. «Hy He mynpeHo, uto Teds ormmu. Kak tede BooOIIe CMeIoCTH XBaTUIO K He
nojouT?» A MOTOM, OHA MoWMaJIa ero B3I yXke Ha Jpyroi ocode, Bpoje Obl TOXE JEBYIIKE, HO
BOT TaM BCTaBaJ OOJIBIIION BOMPOC. A TOUHO Jin AeBymiKa? CropOJieHHas1, C BHITSTHYTHIM JIUIIOM, KOTO-
POE HU3KO OIYIIEHO, YTOOBI CIIPSITATh €r0, BOJIOCHI 3aIUIETEHBI B PE/IKKME pacTpenaHHble KOCHUKU. U
CKOpee BCEro, Cy/is 10 BHEITHEMY BU/LY, OT He€ ykacHoO maxio... «Kyna x Tedst moHecno 10?» Yaus-
JIEHHO, TIpou3Heca mpo cedss Maiinu. «Heyxenn HACTONBKO BCE TUIOXO0? !».

JleByIiIka He X0TesIa 3a0CTPSATh CBOE BHUMaHHUE Ha 3TOM 0co0e U repeBesia CBOM B3IJIsA] HA OYEHb
BBICOKOT'O ¥ HACTOJTIBKO K€ Xy/IOIIaBOTO MY KUHMHY, KaK BAPYT Mepe HUMHU KTO-TO MosiBUjIcs. Bee TyT
€ BCTPETIEHY/IMCh M HAalIpaBUJIM CBOM B30p Ha uiatpopmy. TaM cTOsIO0 TpU CyILEeCTBa, MOSIBUBILIUCH
HEU3BECTHBIM 00pa3oM. HUKTO 13 HUX U OJIM3KO He MOXOAWI Ha JIOJIeH, HO OT KaXJOro BesyIo YeM-
TO Pa3yMHBIM. .. Jaxke MynpbiM. OnHaKko BcEé BHUMaHMe 3a0upai Ha ceOsl BIepein CTOSIINM, OT €ro
o0pa3a HeBO3MOKHO ObUIO OTOPBAThCS. JIeByIlKa Tak U MsUIAIach Obl HA Hero Oe3ayMHO, eClTi Obl OH
HE 3arOBOPHJI, YTO 3aCTABUJIO €€ BKJIIOUMTh CBOM MO3I M HayaTh JyMaTth. TOJIBKO ceiiyac OHa MOHsLIA,
YTO CKOJIBKO ObI HE CMOTpeJIa Ha HUX, HE MOXET XOTh KaK-TO OLIEHUTh U 3aTIOMHUTH UX BHEITHOCTb.
CoBHO U3 €€ MaMsITH MTHOBEHHO BBIPE3aI0T STH BOCIIOMUHAHUS. .. WM K€ OHA ISUTUTHCS MPOCTO B
mycToTy. B 0011eM 4To-To HEBEpOSATHO CTpaHHOE, HO 3TO e€ He myrayio. Haoboport, nmpuBiiekao eme
ooupiie. .. CIIOBHO 3TO... Marus. . .

Brpyr B € roioBe mpou3olinia ouepeHast BCIbIIIKA, TO3BOJIUB YBUICTH 1IIE OIHY KAPTHHKY U3
nponutoro. OHa cuzena B 6ape He oqHa. PsoM ¢ Hell Haxoquics Kakor-TO MY)KYMHA, KOTOPBIH OyK-
BaJIHHO Tiepej1 e€ CMepThIo OToIe. A B OOKase, O4eBHIHO, HAXOOWICs 1. .. Ho mouemy e€ youmm?
[Momo6HBIe MBICTH He oTITycKamu e€... Komy oHa HyxkHa Obuta? BepHee, komy nomernana? 3a 4ro?
W xem oHa sIBJISIIACh B MPOIUION KU3HU, pa3 €€ pelInii BOT TAKUM KyTKHAM CIIOCOOOM YCTPAHUTb.
Mbpiin Bpoze Obl XOpoIo ceOst 0CO3HABAJIA, HO ITPU STOM CaMble BaXKHbIE U MHTEPECYIOIINE BOPOCHI,
ObLIM CIIOBHO B TyMmaHe... Ho ceffuac oHa He Morya 00 3TOM pa3MBIILIATh, TOTOMY YTO €€ BHUMA-
HHE MarmyeckrM o0pa3oM TSHYJIO K TOMY CYIIECTBY Ha IuiatpopMme, KOTOPBIA BbIKIAB HEOONBIIYIO
nay3y, Hayajl TOBOPHTb.

— 41 npuBeTcTBYI0 BCex 31ech MpucyTcTByonmx! Kak Bbl yke B Kypce, BaM OCYACTIMBUIOCH
okazathcs B ipyrom mupe! B camom Cepatie MupoB! 4 ripenctapisiio BEICIIMX CYIIECTB MUPO3/1aHus !
Bel nx npusbikian Ha3biBaTh boramu! Mvenno onu npussaiiu Bac! IlpenoctaBuB BaM 1IaHC BHINOJ-
HUTH CBOE TipeiHasHaueHne! — CyIecTBO BBIKAAIO0 HEOOMBIIYIO May3y, JaBasi BpeMsi PUCYTCTBYIO-
IIUM, OCO3HATh YCJBIIIIAHHOE — MHOTUX UHTEPECYET, YTO e CIYUMIOCh C BAMH B MPOIILJION KU3HU?
4 orBeuy. Bel ymepmu. 3abyapsre o mponuioM! Bl ocTaBrIM CBOIO TUIAHETY, HO BaM JJaJId BTOPOM
mac! — CymiecTBo MOJHSAIO PyKY, OCTaHaBJIMBAasl BCE HE3aJaHHbIe BOIPOCH — OTBETHl HA BCE UTO
notpedyercsi, Bbl noyuuTte nocie! [Toka yTo BaM HEOOXOAMMO JIMIIL 3HATH, YTO C ITOTO JHS Y BacC
HAYHETCS MOATOTOBKA K MPEICTOSIIIIUM UCTIHITAaHUSIM. JIIIIb crTbHEHIve OyIyT JOMYIIEeHbI 10 Mpe/-
Ha3zHaveHus !
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B 10 Bpems1, B ronoBe y Mpiiin BHOBb BO3HUKJIM BocrioMuHaHus. OHa yBujena, Kak cama
TIOJICHITIAET 5] B OOKaJI CBOEMY COOECEeHUKY, TIOKa TOT OTOLIEN B TyasleT... A MOTOM, CJIOBHO cama
He CBOs1, OyITO OypMaHeHHas1, OHa TSHETCS 32 ero OOKAJIOM U JIeNlaeT IJIOTOK. ..

B e€ ronose B3opBasiack Oyps. «Tak 3to s yomiina?! Her! Her! Her! He moxer Owbith! S He. ..
He morna... 910 Touno ommoka! dto noxs! He Mou Bocomunanus! Be€ ato crmimkom 6penoso!
He cxonutcs! 10 He cxomurcs!»

— Ioka uro, BaMm ciemyeT oco3HaTh oHO! Bbl n30paHHbIE! — MPOJOIIKAIO TOBOPUTH CYIIIECTBO
— B kakom-T0 pogne, B Bac yBHIEIM CUJIbHEWIIMX B CBOEM MHpE, MO ONpeeeHHbIM MapameTpam!
I'opoutech atum! Llenute 310! Bol repou!

«['epon?» Ilocnennee cioBo ornevyaranock B ronose y Maiiau.

I'epom. ..
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I'naBa 5 CBet

XoJoiHOe JpIXaHue, Mmpooduparoliee 10 KOCTei, KOTOpoe MOYyBCTBOBaJ Makcum, He ObLIo
urpoii ero pasyma. [logo6Hoe He Moo mokaszarbesi. OH 0 CHX TIOp OLIyIIad Ha ceOe ITOT CIe.
CoBHO cama cMepTh 3aUrpbiBasi, IPUKOCHYJIACh IO €ro 3aThUIKa M Tenepb, OH ObUT IOMEYEH €. ..
Ho, korga napeHb, HaOpaBIIUCh CMEJIOCTH, PE3KO Pa3BepHYJICS, 0331 HEr0 HUKOTO He OKa3aJioCh.
KoHeuHo, 6yKBaJIbHO Ha MTHOBEHHE, 9TO 3aCTaBUJIO €70 YCOMHUTBCSA B PEaIbHOCTH TPOUCXOIALIETO,
HO YYMTBHIBAsl Y€pe3 UYTO eMy YK€ MPHILUIOCh MPOKNTH, MOJ0OHOE HAYMHAIO BOCHPHHUMATHCS Kak
HopMa. Emé nosiroe BpeMsi OH MbITAJICS YAOCTOBEPUTHCS, YTO €My HUYETrO He YIrPoXKaer. ..

IOHo111a BepHyJIcs K Kyue CIM3HeH, YToOBI PsJOM C HUMH 10K JaThcs paccBeTa. B ciydae onac-
HOCTH, €My TPHIETCsS CHOBA CHPSTAThCS B TOM Xike. EctecTBeHHO, mpuberath K STOMy METOIY
CHJIBHO HE XOTeJIOCh U OT OJJHOM JIMIITb MBICJIH O MOI0OHOM CTaHOBMJIOCH IypPHO, HO YMUPATh B Ubeii-
HUOY/Ib NTACTH, EMY XOTEJIOCh el1le MEHBIIIE.

[MapeHsb cuaen B MaKCMMaJIbHOM HampsikKeHHe, He CIIOCOOHBII XOTsI Obl HEMHOTO pacclaOuThCsl.
OH CJIMIIKOM MHOTO JTyMaJl ¥ paccykaai 000 BCeM. .. 000 BceM, YTo pou3oILIo. I e oH okazasncs?
Kak crona monan? Kro criyrayn rean? U uto ke Tenepb ¢ Hum Oynet? Ho, HaBepHOe, camblii IJIaBHBIH
BOIIPOC, 3TO KaK BBIKUTb U BEPHYThCs 00paTHO? JIOMOM. .. K CBOEi cembe. .. PaHbllle OH 04eHb 4acTo
’KaJIOBAJICS Ha XKM3Hb, HA BCE HEYJAa4M, YTO €ro MOACTEperayv 3a yriamu, Ja MHOro Ha yto. U ot
3TOr0 CO3JaBajIoCh BlieyatT/ieHue, OyATo Obl OH HE LIEHUT CBOIO M3Hb. .. HO TONIBKO ceityac oH MoHs,
HACKOJIBKO K€ CHJIbHO OIIMOAICH. . .

IToTok Mmbicnieit B ronoBe MakcuMa He Mpekpaiaics. A TOMUMO 3TOrO, eIlE U BCe UyBCTBA
OWIIN TPEBOTY, HABEPHOE, 3TO OCOOEHHOCTh JAHHOE MECTa, IIe OH OKa3ajcs. 371ech caM BO3[yX He
TaKoM. .. He 0OBbIYHBIN. CJIOBHO HaJl STUM MUPOM HABHC/IAa HEBUAMMAS yTpo3a M B BO3LyXe OLIYLIAETCS
MIOCTOSIHHOE HarpsikeHHe. .. OTOBCIOLY MCXOMT ONAcHOCTb. ECTeCTBEHHO, B MOIOOHBIX YCIOBUSIX HU
0 KaKOM CHE MOXKHO OBUIO M HE MeUTaTh. MaKCHM JIMIIb HaJesuIcs epeXaaTh 10 paccBeTa U MOoTOM
HallpaBUTHLCS B IOMCKaxX OTBETOB. .. OH cujien, crapasch He U3JaBaTh HUKAKUX 3BYKOB Y 3TO ITPUHECIIO
CBOM IIOJBI. 32 HECKOJIBKO YacoB, OOJIbIIIE HUKTO HE IMBITAJICA €ro COXpaTh. M 3T0 ObUIO yCHEXOM.
Ero manenbkas nodesa. OH npoxui 30ech elE Kakoe-To BpeMsl, HO, K COXAJIEHUIO, TaK HUYEro U
He noHs1. OpHako, MakcuMm He Mor cebe MO3BOJUTh OTYAAThCSA. OTYaAThCS — 3HAYUT CAATHCH, A
9TO O3Ha4yaeT cMepTh... Ho Kak Obl OH He JTIOOMJI CBOIO CIIOKHYIO XKU3Hb, OH HUKOT/A HE AyMalsl O
noyo6HoM. bopotbes 10 camoro koHa! Tonbko Tak! MHaue kakoil Bo BceM 3TOM cMbIca?

UYem Oostbliie OH HAXOOWICSA B JAHHOM MECTe, TeM Yallle €ro IMOCeIaad CTPaHHbIE MBICTH. «A
4TO, €CJIM sl BOOOIIIE He Ha cBoel muiaHete? Bapyr ato npyroi mup? 5 Beapb sxuBoii? S TOUHO KUBO¥!
Ho 310 He Moii mup! 3neck npyrue npaBuia. ..». Kak ToIbKo OH MPOU3HEC 3TO PO cedsl, ero CJIOBHO
OBl yIapuJIo TOKOM U TIPHUIIIIO OCO3HAHME... «A Kakoro paccera s xkay? C dero s BooOIe B3,
YTO 3J€Ch BCE TaK ke, Kak 1 Ha 3emuie? IIpomio yxe 4acoB IIECTb, KaK S OYHYJICA U TO 3TO JIMIIb
IIPUMEPHO, @ HUUYTOUKY HE MOCBETIENO. .. TOJIbKO Ila3a HEMHOIO MPHBBIKJIM, HO 3TO HE CUJIbHO-
TO TIOMorJI0!». MakchM CIJIOTHYIN U orisiaescst BOKpyr. CiycTs mapy MeTpoB, Lapuia abCoOIOTHAS
ThbMa... Briepeau, Takas ke TUIIMHA, HO OHa He O€3MOJIBHAsA... DTa TUILIMHA TOBOPUJIA O MHOIOM,
B OCHOBHOM 00 OIIaCHOCTH, MOJICTEPETAONIMX TaM. .. TJje HIYEro He BUIHO. .. DTa THIIMHA HAIOMHU-
HaJla, YTO KaX bl I11ar — 3TO PUCK. PUCK OBITh CheIEHHBIM WIIU K€ 32KUBO Pa30/IPAHHbIM. . .

«MHe He BbUKUTb!» nomyman MakcuM «ToyHO He BbIKMUTH! B Takux ycjIoBHSX 3TO MPOCTO
HEBO3MOKHO. .. CKOJIbKO MHe TyT cueTh? U Ha uto HameATbcsa? YUto mend cnacyT??? Xa. CmerHo!
Emé yacoB Tpuauath s MpOCHKY, a Jayblie 4Tto? Ymamy oOecCHICHHBI U He B COCTOSIHHE JaTh
OTIOP JIa)Ke HACEKOMOMY... A TYT, 51 HE YIUBIIIOCh, €CJIU M HACEKOMBIE MTPEACTABIISIOT CMEPTEIbHYIO
yrpo3y!» MakcuM yxke CMUPHICS C MBICISIMU, YTO 3TO CTPaHHBI, HEMOHATHO KaKOi, HO TOYHO He
ero Mup. «TeyeHueM peky MeHs 3aHeCJIO KyJa-To. .. BO YTO-TO TUIIA TIOPTaJa, U 51 OKa3ajcs 34€eCh. ..
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Ha, ckopee Bcero Tak! Turma Gepmynckoro TpeyroibHuKa! B 3TO CJI0)XHO TOBEpUTH, HO IPYTUX BapH-
aHTOB 51 HE BUKY |»

MakcuM cuzien He JBUrasich, a 3HAYUT Ha OTHOM MECTe, HO ceidyac eMy IOKa3ajack, 4To 3Ta
Kyua cJM3He#l crasna omske. OH BHUMATEIbHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha He€, HO, ECTECTBEHHO, HUKAKOTO JIBUXKe-
HUS He 3aMeTi1. «Thl e TyT. .. [Ipubnmsunack nm crana 6osnbiie? [bTaebes moroTUTh MeHs?
To ectb ecm OBl 51 YCHYJI, TO CKOpee BCero He mpocHyJicst Obl... XM. He yauBieH. . .».

[Tapenb MenIeHHO MOAHSAIICSA, 110 MPUBBIYKE OTPSXHYI 33[HUILY U CHOBA IIOCMOTPEB Ha 3TUX
CIIM3HEH, CXBATUJI JIBYX U 3aCyHYJ cebe B OOKOBbIe KapMaHbl IITaHOB. C/ienan OH 3T0 MaKCUMAJIbHO
OBICTPO, YTOOBI He OBUTO BpeMeHH TepenyMath. «Kakas ke Bce-taku mep3octh! Hanetocs, s1 He 3ps
9TO JIeJIalo, ¥ Bl MHE elI€ MPUToAUTECh. .. [IpaBaa He 3Halo 17151 yero TojbKo!». OHM TYT ke HavaIu
BEpellarh, a 4yThb M03XKE, ITyM IMOJHSIICA U OT OCHOBHOM Ky4YM. MakcuMm pelt He J0KUAaThes clie-
AYIOIIUX TOCTEN, KOTOpble BO3MOXKHO 0OpaTsT BHUMAHUsI HA BU3T U HAMPABUIICS B MPOTHUBOIOJIOXK-
HOM HarpaBJIeHHe OT TOTO, YTO BIOpa MepBblid pa3. «Eciu yx s coOupaioch 4To-HUOYAb HAWTH, TO
HET CMBICJIA CChUTATHCS Ha 3aKOHBI MOETO MHpA... BUAUMO, OHH 371eCh He padoTaiot. .. [lonmty Boxy
rae-HuOy/Ib B APYTOM MecTe, HO TyJa sl BO3BpaIlaThcst He coomparoch!» YeMm masbliie oH OTaaIsIICs
OT OOI1Iel Ky4H, TeM CIIOKOIHEee CTAHOBHJIKCh CIIM3HU B ero KapMaHax. OHU yke JJaBHO MPUTHXJIU U
MIPAKTUYECKU NepecTay meseanuthes. «Moxer nopoxsm? Ia u mieBars! Hanerocs nogoxim!»

Makcum 11en KpaiiHe MeJIJIEeHHO M OYeHb HaCTOpOkeHHO. Kaskaplii ero mar, pecTaBisii CKpy-
MyJIE3HYI0 padoTy Hal TeM, YTOOBI He U3AaTh HU 3ByKa. Ho OH moHuMMaUt, ecii mpodieMy ¢ 3amaxamu
€My YyZ1aJI0Ch YACTUYHO PEIIUTh U CO 3BYKOM JIOIYCTUM TOXE, TaK KaK OH BCE JeJlaeT MaKCUMAJIbHO
THXO, YTO KOHEYHO He IMPaB/a, TO B 3TOM MHUpPE CKOpee BCEro HalayTcs XUIIHUKH, KOTOpbie OyayT
OINMUPATHCS HA YTO-HUOYAb TUIIA 9XO JIOKALUH. .. KaK JieTyure Mbii. Hy nim uro-HuOyap nogodHoe,
Be/Ib OHM SIBHO Oy/1yT MPHUCIOCOONIEHHBIE K 3TOI TeMHOoTe! V1 OH 10JKeH OBITh K 9TOMY TOTOB.

«/ Bce ke Kak 1JI0X0, 4To s He BHKY Kyaa uay! BoT Obl MHE (hOHApHUK C HEUCCSAKAEMbIM 3apsi-
70M, a To TesteoH c1ox yxe naBHo! Vinm emge mydrne hakes Kakoi-To, 4TOO S COrpeThCsl MOT U IPH-
TOTOBUTDb KaKyl0-HUOYAb €1y. .. eCli Haiay e€...» Makcum ocranoBuiics. «TouHo, paken. OroHs. ..
€CTh JIU B 3TOM MHpe oroHs? He yBepeH KOHEUHO, HO AyMalo, OOJIBIIMHCTBO HE 0CO00 KPYIHBIX XUIII-
HUKOB, y/acTcsi OTHYTHYTh orHeM! Bcerga Tak Oputo! A 371€ch M MOJABHO OMKHO cpadoTath! D10
MOW ITIaHC Ha BBIKMBAHKE, TOJIBKO BOT KaK €ro JOOBITh. .. ¥ Iae? B utore, MHe Hy’KHa BOJa, YKpbITHE
u oronb! JIA! D10 Mo T1aH — MUHUMYM, 11 BeokvBaHUs1! C OCTaJIbHBIM pa3oepych mo3xke!»

Makcum crnerka ynsionyscsi. OH o0 ciieioBaTh onpeie/ieHHOMY I1aHy. bonblie Bcero emy
HE HPaBUJIOCh, KOTJIa HET HU €MHOW MJEU B rojioBe. B Takom cityuae, Thl noJyiaraeiibcsi TOJIBKO Ha
cyabOy, UTO JJIsl HETO HMKOTJAa He 3aKaHYMBAJIOCh HMUYEM XOPOIIMM. A TaK, CO3/IAeTCsl MILTIO3US
TMOCJIeJOBATENIBHOTO JIBUKEHUSI K YeMY-TO, YTO MOXKET eMy MOMOYb... CIOBHO Obl OH cam BBIOH-
paert cBoto jgopory. ITycTs 310 mpocTo WiTI03KsA, HO OHA MPUJAET HEMHOIO CHJI U YBEPEHHOCTH, a B
3TOM MOp€ OTYasIHU S, MOAOOHBIe YyBCTBA ceituac He0OXOOUMBEI. .. Kazanock, 4To faxe ero mar crai
HEMHOT'O TBEPkE U YBEPEHHEM.

WAty B TeMHOTE B HEM3BECTHOCTh CIIMIIKOM KYTKO, B TAaKME MOMEHTHI, 3a4acTylo (paHTa3us
pasbIrpbIBaeTCs M MOCJE KaXJOro 3ByKa MEPELUTCsl OTPOMHBIIN XUIIHUK, MOAKUIAIONINN B 3acaje.
Ho apyroro Bbixona roHomma He Buzen. [Tpuaercs puckoBath. Tak OyaeT XOTh Kakoi-To maHc. [TapeHs
TIBITAJICS] PACCYKAATh JIOTUUECKH, XOTS HE MOHATHO, YTO B TOM MHpE CUUTaeTcs Jornueckum. «Hy
JKUBOTHBIE ke 371ech ecTh? EcTb! X0Ts1 3TO CKOpee MOHCTphI, HY He CyTb... OHU KaK-TO BBIKHUBAIOT,
npaBuiIbHO? [IpaBriIbHO. 3HAUUT U TUTh OHU YTO-TO JOJKHBI. OCTan0Ch TOJIBKO HATH BOLLY U KeJla-
TEJILHO HE HalTHU TaM € HEIIPUATHOCTEN Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY».

ITocne kaxI0ro NOCTOPOHHEro 3BYKa, MakcuM 3aMupall, BbIKU1asi HECKOJIBKO JIECATKOB yAa-
POB cepila, a IOTOM, €CJIU BCE B MOPS/IKE, MPOJOIIKA IBMXeHue. Tak ObUIo U B 3TOT pa3. Henousr-
HBII XpYCT METpax B MATHAIATH OT HEro, MapeHb OCTAHOBWIICS U 3amep. M koraa yxke xotes Obuio
MIPOJOJIKUTD ABUKEHUE, 3BYK MMOBTOPUIICS, TOJIbKO OJtrske. MakcrMa TyT ke mpoOusio B oT. B rosnose
CHOBa 3aKonommanch Mbiciau. «Henpusaraoctu? Onsare Xumuuk ? OquH nin cHoBa cras? KpynHsiii
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i oH? YoexaTb? A ecTb JIM CMBICI, eciiu 51 He 3Hato Kyaa? Her. Touno Het! TToka 4TO HY>KHO BBIKH-
natb! CripaBmiock 7 517 Hy yx TouHO He caamcst 6e3 60pbObI!» [TapeHs CTosiT TAK HECKOIBKO MUHYT,
MOJISICh, YTOOBI BCE 00o1uIoch. HO HEOXHMIaHHO, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ COBCEM PSIOM C COOOM UYEH-TO
3anax. OH ObUT OUeHb PE3KUI M HETIPUSATHBIN, TaK YTO €ro I71a3a 3aciae3urch. CyIecTBo 0Ka3aioch
OmKe, YeM OH JyMaJl, U OHO OOHIOXUBAJIO €ro. DTO OBLIIO YTO-TO JOCTATOYHO OOJBIIIOE U MACCUBHOE,
niepeBUraionieecs: Ha YeThlpex Jianax, CJIOBHO MeBeb, TOIBKO Oosiee XyJoe U BHITSAHYTOe. A e
Ha HeM He ObUIO IIEPCTH, 3aTO JJTMHHIOIIME KOTTH, Ha BCEX Jlanax, JIaBaJIM MOHATH, YTO 3JIUTh 3TOTO
3Bepsi He cToUT. Kask/Iplil pa3, Korjaa OHO MOIHOCHUIIO MOPAY, YTOObI OOHIOXaTh MapHs, TYT ke Pe3KO
OTCTPaHSIIOCh, YYBCTBYS 3allax CJIM3HEW, HO MIOTOM CHOBA, CJIOBHO NPHHIOXABILIUCh U YUysIB YTO-TO
apyroe, Oosee npuBJeKaTeIbHOe, OHO BHOBb MOAXOAMIIO OJTHIKE.

Maxkcum yBUjes, 4To y 3TOro CyIIecTBa, Ha ero MjIOCKOW MOp/E, MyCThie TJIa3HUIIbI U BIAJIBIA
HoC. Y1Iell OH pa3misieTb He CMOT, HO TTIOHMMaJl, 4To TBapb npuciymmusaercs. Llkypa nsicas, riai-
Kas, HO TIpU 3TOM, OyATO OBl MeTaJlIuecKkas. EMy 3aXoTesioch TPOHYTh €€ YTOOBI POBEPUTH. «IM.
HagepHoe, 310 04eHb 1ioxas uaes. ..» OH MeIeHHO TIOJHSUI PYKY U ClIerKa roMaxall repe MopIaoi
9TOM TBapu. B 3TOT MOMEHT, ero cepiiie roToBO ObUIO BHITPHITHYTh U3 TPYAHON KiIeTKH. CITycTs mapy
MI'HOBEHUH, IOHOIIA TaK € ME/JIEHHO MOTSHYJICS B KapMaH 3a CM3HeM. TOT yke He U3BUBAJICH U
MoJT4ajl, TOYHO ymep. IlapeHs B3sul ero B pyKy U IOIHEC MPSAMO K HOCY 3TOIO MOHCTPA, OT Y€ro TOT
TYT K€ OTIIPSIHYJI, OTCTPAHUBIIKCH Ha mapy maros. [Iotom, OH CHOBa Hayasl MPUOIMKATECS U TIPU-
HIOXUBATBCSI YKE C JIPYTrOi CTOPOHBI, HO KyAa Obl OH He MOACTABIISUI CBOI0 MOP/Y, MTOCTOSIHHO HATHI-
KaJICSl HA CJIM3HSA U CIYCTS Mapy MUHYT, MAKCUMAJIbHO pa3/ipakeHHBIN U (DbIPKAIOLIHIA, OH YAAJIUIICS
¢ KoHaMu. A Makcum, ClI0BHO BKOTIAHHBIN, IPOJOJIKAJI CTOATh TaK €UIE€ KaKoe-TO BpeMsl, He Beps,
YTO €My CHOBA YAAJI0Ch U30eXKaTh CMEPTH. . .

Korga crpax otcrynuii, mapeHs, B3siB ceOsl B pyKH, IBUHYJICS BIIepe]], HO HEMHOTO ITPUHUMAsI
BITPaBO, YTOOBI CITyYaitHO, CHOBA HE HAlIOPOThCSI Ha 3TOT0 3Bepsi. KOHOIIIa MOHMUMAaJT, YTO 3T MOHCTPBI
HE TaK YX M 4acTO BCTPEYAIOTCS, HO JTI00asi U3 STUX BCTPEUY MOKET OKazaThes nocieaneit. [loaromy
OH HM Ha CeKyHIy He paccrnadmnsiics. Ero Mosr u Bce opranbl 4YyBCTB HAXOAWJIHMCh B MOCTOSTHHOM
HarpspkeHue, a Teso padorano Ha u3Hoc. Ho Makcum He coOupaiics ciaBaThesl. . .

[lepBoe 3HaUMMOE U3MEHEHNE, KOTOPOE OH 3aMETWUJI, BCTPETHUBILIEECS Ha MyTH pacteHre. OHO
HAIOMHUHAJIO MaJIeHbKHIA CYXOi POCTOK, 0e3 KaKOH-TMOO0 3e/IeHH, pa3MepoM BCETO JIMIIb CAHTUMET-
POB JIBa/ILIATh, HO 3TO YK€ OBbLJIO YTO-TO... «3HAYMT s TIOIIE]T B BEpHOM Harpasiienue! Brionxe Bo3-
MOYHO, UTO, €CJIM OBl 5 TIOIIeN B JIIOOOM HampaBjieHue, ObLIO OBl TaK ke, HO KTo 3HaeT? MoxkeT u
HeT...» OH Mor Obl JIETKO POWTH MUMO U HE 3aMETHUTh, €CJTA ObI IIPOCTO HE YTKHYJICS Obl B pACTEHHE.
Kcratu roBopsi, HOHATh, YTO 3TO UMEHHO PacTE€HHe, Y HEero Mojy4uioch He cpasy. MI3HayaibHO OH
3amep, OXuAasi Kakou-HUOYIb HETIPEABUACHHOM aTaku, HO, KOTIa MOHSUI, UYTO BCE B MOPSIIIKE, pac-
crnabuics. Makcum mpucelt, Moutynas 3emitio pykamu. [lociie mogHsics, OTpSXHYB KPOIIKH C JIaJ10-
Hell ¥ ¢ yBaKEHHEM IOCMOTpPEB Ha 3TOT POCTOK, nmopyMmain: «Bce emé TBepmas... Kak Te BooOmie
YMYAPWICA TYT BbIpacTu?»

[poiias uyTh OOJbIIE KMJIOMETpPA, IOHOIIA CHOBA OITYCTHJICSI Ha KOPTOUKH. «XM. HaBpsin nu
31ech OyAyT HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHBIE M3MEHEHHMsI, YTOOBI sI CMOT MX (DPU3UYECKHU MOYYBCTBOBATD, JAXKE
ecJIM IOOJIM30CTH Iie-TO UCTOYHUK Bofpbl. [TouBa Bce paBHO Takas ke TBepaas u cyxas...» OH mpo-
JOJDKUJI ITYyTh B TOM € HalpaBJIeHUE He IpeKpalas pa3MblluisaTh: «Ho eciau MHe 1eficTBUTENBHO
yZacTCsl HAlTU BOLLY, a 51 Ha 3TO HAZIEI0Ch, CKOPEE BCEr0 KOJIMUECTBO ONACHBIX CYILECTB HAa OWH KBaJ-
PaTHBIA METpP YBEIUYHUTCS pa3 Tak B CTO, a TO U OoJbIe. .. JInbGo B 3TOM MUpe, MOHCTpaM JeWCTBU-
TEJIbHO He HY)XHA BOJa, Hy TOI/a €€ MOXeT W He ObITh BOBce! XOTs POCTOK... 3TO k€ TOYHO OBLIO
pacteHue, nycTb U cyxoe... biun! A 4TO ecnu 3aech ecTb MOA3EMHBIE BOJBI... A UTO €CJIM KpOMe
HUX 37IeCh OOJIbIIIe HET HUKAKUX BOMI... Bot uept! Tak MHOro eciu. ..»

Maxkcum npoposkan uary. Joinro u ynopHo. HeckonbKO pa3 OH OCTaHABJIMBAJICA, CIIbIIIA
MIOCTOPOHHUE 3BYKH U JI0OCTABAJI CJIM3HEW U3 KapMaHa. B Kakoi-To MOMEHT, OH ITPOCTO B35LJ1 UX B PyKHU
1 Tores BMecTe ¢ HuMu. Ho paccna®nsteest ¥ TepsATh OIUTENbHOCTh BCE PaBHO ceOe He MO3BOJISLIL.
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JlioGas onmoOKa Oyaer cTouTh eMy xku3HU! ToNbKO BOT OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO HAXOOUTCS HA TpeJiere.
Emy HeoOxomum oT/bix. 2KenaTebHO COH, a ellle He TUIOXO0 ObLIo Obl moecTh. .. Hy 3T0 yke u3 pa3aena
HEOCYIIECTBUMBIX MeuT. .. Ha mapHs Hakatuia cnabocts. Ero Hayaso notpsiceiBaTh. CKOJIBKO OH YKe
uzet? A CKOJIBKO BCEro MPOIIIO BPEMEHH C TOr0 MOMEHTa, KOT/Ia OH TIOCIIETHUI pa3 el v M. XOTs
ObI TPOCTO BOJIBI. JKMBOT yXke JaBHO CHIIBHO CKPYYHMBAJIO, €My Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH MOMPOCTY MPHITHIT K
ero nmo3BoHOYHKMKY. Ho Makcum crapasicsi He oOparath BHUMaHUs Ha 3Ty 0oib. Ha moOyio 60b. ..
Horam Toxe ObLJIO HE CIIaIKO, CTEPThie JO KPOBU MO30JIM, HO BCE 9TO MEPKJIO TIepejl CaMOil IJIaBHOW
yrpo3oii. .. Eciii oH ceituac octaHoBUTCS U He Aaii bor ycHeT, To BCE. .. 310 OyaeT koHell. OJHO3HAYHO
KTO-HHOY/Ib €ro HaJeT MO 3amaxy 1 cbecT... EMy Hyx)HO... OH caM He 3HaJI, YTO UMEHHO HYKHO IS
©e30IMacHOCTH, HAaBePHOE, TAKOTO He CYIIECTBYET. .. Ho BO3MOXHO eCli HAlTH YKPBITHE, TIe MOKHO
OBLIO OBI CITOKOIHO CIIaTh, y HETO MOSBUIIOCH ObI O0JTbIIIe IIaHCOB. Kazasock, emné HemHoro u Makcum
rOTOB OyJeT clacTcs, yrnaB mpsiMo 31ech. O0e3BOKEHHBIN U 00SCCUICHHBIH. . .

[Mepen mapuem Bctasia HoBast auiieMMa. CTepTbie B KPOBb HOTM, HAUMHAIIHM CIIUIIIKOM CHJIBHO
ero 6eCroKouTh, HO He 00JIbi0. Eciti ero KpoBb CMOXKET MOYYBCTBOBATh KAKOE-HUOY/Ib CYIIIECTBO, EMY
HecqoOpoBarth. .. Y MakcuMma Oblla ujiest 3aHOBO CMa3aTh BCEro ceOsl STHM CJU3HSM, HO OH CJIMIII-
KOM O0siICsl 3aHeCTH cede Kakyo-HHOyIb 3apa3y B KpoBb. Torma oH TouHo ympet! Bens HA 0 Kakux
JIeKapCTBaxX He MOXeET ObITh U pevn... Tem Oosiee 3TU Mep3Kue CYIIeCcTBa, CTaJIM BOHATh KyJa XyxXe,
YeM JI0 3TOT0, MPOCTO HeBBIHOCUMO. CKOpee BCero OHM Hayasiu TyXHYTh. [109ToMy OH OBICTpO OTOpO-
cuI1 3Ty ujew. «Jlydine yx npocro Oyiy AepXkarh UX HAaroTOBE Kak C TeM 3BEPEM.»

Makcum 11ielT He OIISIbIBasCh, Bellb B 9TOM He ObUIO cMbIcia. Bece paBHO HMYEro He BUJIHO.
Bcé Ha 4TO OH MOT' pacCUMTHIBATh, 3TO HA CBOE Be3eHHE, Ha KOTOPOE OH, KCTATH, HUKOT/IA B JKM3HU
HE PacCUMTHIBAJI, TaK KaK OHO 4aile ero nogBoauio. OH Obl CKOpee CKa3all, YTO pacCUMTHIBAET HA
TO, KaK Obl €r0 HeBe3eHHe CTAJIO XOTsI Obl UyTOUKY MEHbIIIE, YeM OObIYHO, HY WJIH. .. BApyr oH pe3ko
OCTaHOBWJICS, HE Bepsi CBOMM IJ1a3aM. Bce MBIC/IM U3 ero roJIoBhl TYT e Bhimono. Criepa Makcum
NOIYMaJl, YTO TO TAJUTIOLMHALIMS, OTKY/IA B 3TOM TEMHEHIIIeM MUpe MoXeT ObITh Takoe. Ho mprcmort-
PEBIIUCH TOBHUMATE IbHEe YOeaMIIcs, BCE Mo-HacTosmeMy. Briepeau, mycTh U OUeHb-OYEeHb JaJIEKO,
ObUIO cTpaHHOe cBeveHue. He cunbHoe. Ho moctatouHoe 1yist Toro, 4ToObl ero MOKHO ObLIIO YBUJIETh
¢ Takoro paccrosinus. FOHora cmoTtpen cioBHO 3aBopoxeHHbI. «Hee. 3aeck... OTkyaa? 1o TOYHO
He HopMasbHO! BriosiHe BO3MOKHO, Kakasi-To JioBymika. Kak rirybokoBogHast peiOa-yaUIbIIMK, TIPU-
MaHHMBAeT CBOMX KEPTB OTOHBKOM, TaK M TYT...» JlyMaJs mapeHb, MeJUICHHO TPUOIMKASCh K CBETY.
Ckopee Bcero, 310 Oblta camasi Oosblasi OMIMOKa, HO HEe TIPOBEPUTH OH MPOCTO He MOT ... CIIOBHO
CBET B KOHIIe TYHHEJIsI, TO MOIJIO OBITh BHIXOIOM, KOTOPBIN MIOMOXET €My B MOJOOHOW CUTYaIVH, a
TO ¥ BOBCE OKaXETCsl MPOXoioM B ero Mup? OT MOJI0OOHBIX MBICIICH, Y MAPHS YYaCTHIIOCH JIbIXaHUe.
Hy i e 310 Mor ObITh TI0€3]], KOTOPBIN TPOCTO PA3IABUT €TO B ITOM TYHHEJIE. .. HO 3TO ObLT eTUH-
CTBEHHBII UCTOUHHUK CBETa 3a BCE BPeMsi, KOTOPOE OH TYT HAXOIMJICS U IO3TOMY MaKCHM MPOI0JIKa
HUATU BIIEPE, HC OTBOAA OT HEroO CBOCTO B3IJIA4A. ..
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I'naBa 6 Uto o3zapsiet

MakcuM 111e1 O4eHb MEJJIEHHO U HAaCTOPOKEHHO, HO TP 9TOM HE OTphIBast B3IJIs[a OT CBETa,
CJIOBHO OOsJICSI TIOTEPATh €r0 U3 BUY U OOJIbIIe HUKOrga He HaiTh. CBedeHue ObUIO elg Janeko,
HO OJHOBPEMEHHO, Ka3aJloch Tak OMM3KO... [lapeHp MOHMMaI, YTO MJET MO CKJIOHY BBEpX, M YeM
OrKe OH MOAXOANJI, TEM Kpyde CTAaHOBUWJICS NOIbeM. B ntore, B Kakoi-T0 MOMEHT, OH IPaKTUYECKU
MIOJIHOCTBIO MOTEPSI1 CBOW OPUEHTHP U3 BUILY U €Jie-eJie ciepkall B cede MOphIB, YTOObI HE 0OeKATh.
OnHako mapeHb MOHUMaJT, Kak Obl MY 3TOTO He XOTeJIOCh, OH 00513aH ObITh MAKCUMAJIBHO OCTOPOKEH,
MHaue JII000e ero HeoOAyMaHHOE JISCTBIE MOKET MPUBECTU K cMepTH. Kak ObI IITymo 310 He 3By4aJIo,
YUYMTBIBAs1, YTO UIMEHHO Cevac OH MET HEU3BECTHO Ky/a K OYEHb MOI03PUTEIBHOMY MECTY. ..

Jlopora Opu1a JONToil 1 U3HYPUTENIBHOM, HO MaKkCUM MPaKkTHYECKH He YyBCTBOBAJI YCTAJIOCTH,
CJIOBHO OH 3a0bU1 O Heil. EMMHCTBEHHOE, 0 YeM OH MOMHMII, 3TO O CBOel ocTopoxkHOCTH. FOHOMma
MIPOZIOJIKAIT CTYNATh TaK K€ aKKypaTHO U OECIITyMHO, IO KpaifHell Mepe OH MaKCUMAJIbHO CTPEMUIICS
K 3TOMY. MBIC/Ib O TOM, YTOOBI JBUTAThCS, HE M3/1aBasi 3BYKOB U HE TpHBJIEKas K cebe BHUMaHUS,
3ace’ia IIyOOKO B €ro rojioBe, U Terepb OT He€ OyleT He MPOCTO M30aBUTHCS. XOTS 3TO HAaBPS[ I
noHa100uThes1. Korna napeH» HakoHeI-Taky TOJHSUICS, TO 4yTh ObIJIO HE OCJIETl, CBeUeHUE OKa3aJIoCh
sipue, 4eM OH jayMal. Vi ke OH HACTOJIBKO OTBBIK OT JIIOOOTO OCBEIEHHMS], YTO IIPOCTO HE MOT Ceid-
Yac Ha Hero cCMoTpeTb. MakcuM OO0Je3HEHHO 3a)KMYPHUIICS, TBITASICh XOTsI Obl HEMHOTO TPUBBIKHYTh
K 9ToMy. ITapeHs npuKpbIBaJICS pyKOH, MBITAsACh PACCMOTPETh UCTOYHUK CBETa. UTO MOKET BbI3BATh
nono6Hoe sieneHne? Ecim m3naneka eMy Kazanoch, YTO STOT CBET NPHBJIEKATENICH, CIIOBHO Obl OH
3aMaHuBaJI K cebe, To ceifuac ObLIO OIIyLIEHHe MPSAMO IPOTUBOMNOJIOKHOE. ByaTo Obl mapHs oTTOp-
raJjiy, MbITajCcs MPOrHaTh U3 CBOMX BJIAJEHUIA.

MakcuM MocTosi1 e1E HEMHOT0, [yMasi, YTO cefiuac MPUBBIKHET, HO KA3aJ10Ch, CBET CTAHOBUJICS
TOJIBKO sIpue, Oosee Oone3HeHHer. Bo3MOXHO, OH Jlake MOYYBCTBOBAJT UCXOSIIMIA OT HEro Xap.

— S ciumikom yerai. S HUKy[a He yiay! — 3a4eM-To IPOU3HEC OH BCIIyX.

MakcuMm olyIaa Terio, a BMECTe C HUM MpHIUIAa U HOCTalbrus. Heyxenu oH Tak CHIIBHO
COCKYYMJICS TIO CBETY... Tonbko u Beero... Vnu cBer HanomuHan emy aom? Ero nmpekpacHslii Mup.
Ceiivyac oH Jaxe Tex yomoakoB u3 ['Husoro nepeyska b1 Obl CUACTIMB YBUAETD U C PAIOCTHIO OpO-
cuiics Obl B 00bsATHS. .. [TapeHb cesl CMHOI K CBETAIIeMYCsl HICTOYHHUKY, KOTOPBIH ObLIT pa3MepoM C
nojbe3] B ero kBaprupe. «Onpomeruuso... Hy u nuieBars !»

— 4 caumkom ycran... — MOBTOPUJ OH. — «Jla M COMHEBaKOCh, YTO KTO-TO B 3TOM MHpE M3
XHUIIHUKOB, CMIOCOOEH N3aBaTh TAKOE CBEUEHHE WJIH Ke MPATAThCSA B HeM. .. [IoaToMy 5 mocuxky rnoka
yto Tak. Thl e He npotuB? Hazgelock, He mpoTuB...» [lomyman mapens npo ceds. Ilocne, momxkan
000 paHHbIE KOJICHH K IPyAr, OOJOKOTHI Ha HUX TOJIOBY M 33/ipeMaJl.

CkoJIbKO TPOLUIO BpeMEHH, OH He 3HaJl. FOHoIIa BUIMMO YCHYN KPEIKO, HO JaXe TaK, MOJ-
CO3HaHME HaXOUJIOCh HACTOPOXE, He TIO3BOJISISI pACCIaOUThCS U KakK ClelyeT OTA0XHYTh. EMy mpu-
CHWJICSI CTPaHHBIN COH. Tam OH BHE/N HEU3BECTHOE MECTO U MHOTO HENOHATHBIX cyuiecTB. Hekoro-
pble U3 HUX HANOMHUHAIM JIIOIEH, HO OOJIbIIMHCTBO BBINISAJEIIO CIIMIIKOM YAMBHUTENBHO, JAXKe IS
CHa... XOTs BCE ObUIO Pa3MBITO, M OH HE MOT IO-HOPMaJIbBHOMY MX pa3risazaeTs. [lapHio He ynaBaioch
COCPEeJOTOUUTCS HU Ha YyeM, Kpome oiHoro. OTHO CyIIeCTBO Tak M MaHWUJIO ero. [logco3HaTenbHO OH
CTPEMUJICSI UMEHHO K HeMy. Tosnbko K Hemy. .. 1 Torna Makcum perni He conpoTuBasThesi. CIOBHO
Obl peKa MoAXBaTHa ero U TeYeHUWEeM IOHec/Ia B CTOPOHY HE3HAKOMLA. DTO ObL1 4esaoBeK. TouHO
yesoBeK. OH €IMHCTBEHHBI KTO BUJIEJICS €My He pa3MbIThIM. Bc€ BHUMaHMe ObUIO COCPEOTOYEHO
JMIIb HA HEM. MaKkcuMy MOKa3ajiochk, YTO OH XOPOIIO 3HAET TOro yesjoBeka. Bo3MoxkHO, OH 1axe
UCIIBITBIBAET HEKOTOPHIE TEIUIbIE UyBCTBA K HeMy. EMy 3axoTenock ¢ HUM 3aroBopuTb. OH mojgouie
noOnmke, a MoTOM B3s1 U youu ero... [Ipocto yous. Beictpo u kectko! Ero pyku OputH 10 JIOKOTh
B KPOBH, a YeJIOBEK JIeXKaJl Ha 3eMJIe CO BCIIOPOTHIM XKUBOTOM. OH XBaTajicsl 3a HErO pyKaMu, YTOObI
He MO3BOJIMTh BHYTPEHHOCTAM BBIBAIUTCS, HO €MY 9TO He ylaBasloch. Pe3kas 00s1b Mpolmia roioBy
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Maxkcuma. OH OTIIATHYJICS Ha3a]1, XBaTasCh 32 BOJIOCH OKPOBABJICHHBIMU PYKaMH M CIIOTKHYBILIKCH O
Apyrou TpyIm uyTh ObUTO He yna. «OTKyzaa oH 371ech B3suicsi? Ero Toxe st youn?! INouemy? Kak takoe
Moryio mpou3orT? |» TlapeHs yxkacHyncs. «Pa3Be s1 HacTonbko kectok?! 3aueMm s caenan 3To?».

Makcima pa3Oyausio CTpaHHOE IpPeAuyBCTBUE, a MOXKET OBbITh OH IMPOCTO caM Mo cede
npocHyIcsl. MakcuM pe3Ko pacKpbUl I71a3a M 4yTh ObLIO HE BCKOUMJI C MECTa, HO YCIIesl BOBpEMS
ONOMHUTCS. B vtore, 10HOIIA 1aXKe He MIJOXHYJICS, OCTABIIKCH CUJIETh ¥ C TPEBOIOM BCMATPUBAThCSI
Brats. Ceiuac, 3T0 UMesIo OOJbIIIe CMBICTA, YeM Korjaa Ju0o, Tak Kak O1arofgaps CBEUYEHHIO 3a ero
CHI/IHOI';I, OH MOI' BUACTD IEPEa CO6OI;'I METPOB Ha ABaAUATh ATb, TPUAUATD. ,HO)II‘OG BpEMS HUYCTO
He MPOMCXOIUIIO, HO B 3TOT pa3, Makcum ObLT YBEpeH, UTO PSZIOM TOYHO KTO-TO ecTh. OH roToB ObLT
MIOCTIOPHTH, YTO YYBCTBYET Ha ce0e Yel-TO TOJIOMHbIN BIIJISI.

Cy1iecTBO, KOTOpOE HAOMONaI0, ObUIO TEPIIETMBBIM U BBIKMIAJIO HE TIOKa3biBasich. Ho mapeHb
TOXE He COOMPAJICS AOIYCKaTh OMIMOOK U TI03TOMY CHJEJ Ha MecTe, 3aMeJINB CBOE pixaHue. OHU
00a 3aranmnck. Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT, OH 3aMETHJI IBUKEHHE BHU3Y M0 CKJIOHY. CyIiecTBo nepe-
ABUTAJIOCH OYCHDL IIJIAaBHO, HE M3JaBasd HU €AWHOI'O 3BYyKad, YUHUThIBAA, YTO BOKPYI CTOAJIA MEpTBasd
THIIIMHA, HO TIPH TOM, OHO JIBUTaJIOCh JOCTATOYHO ObICTpo. Korima oHO mpHuOIM3MIoch HACTONBKO
OTM3KO, YTOOBI €r0 MOXHO OBUIO PaCCMOTPETh MOMyUIlle, MAKCUM TOHSUI, YTO OHO C HETrO POCTOM,
XOTSI M3HAYAITLHO Ka3aJI0Ch COBceM HeOoubinnM. [lepBoe BrieuatiieHue, py BUJE €ro CUIy3Ta, OyaTo
Obl OH CMOTPUT Ha YeJIoBeKa, pa3se uto 6e3 meu. Ho mpu Gosee eTaibHOM pacCMOTpPEHHUE, CTaIO
MOHSTHO, YTO 3TO JIake He OJIM3KO He 4esioBeK. MakchMa MpocCTO BBEJIO B 3a0JIykKICHHE, UTO €ro
TYJIOBHUIIIE CTOSJIO BEPTHKAJIBHO. . .

[MpuOIM3KUBIIMCH METPOB HA MSTHAIIATH, CYILIECTBO CHOBA 3aMepJIo Ha MeCTe, IIePeBOIs B3IJIS]]
¢ MakcrMa Ha UCTOYHHMK CBETa 3a €r0 CIIMHOM, CJIOBHO ObI BHIOMpast Kyzia UMeHHO HarnpaButcst. Ceii-
Yac rapeHb MOT' IOBHUMarteJIbHee ero pasrisiaeTh. [InaBHoe nepeaBrkeHre OCyIIeCTBISIIOCh 3a CUET
MHOKECTBA IIymajiel], KOTOPhIMU OH TaK OBICTPO TIEPE/IBUraJ, YTO CO3/aBAJIOCh OIyIIEHUEe, OyATO
OBl 9TOT MOHCTP IUIBIBET. [10 CyTH, BCE €ro TesIo ¥ COCTOSIIO U3 STHX HIyMasiell, Ha KOTOPhIX OH Iepe-
MeIajcsi, HO IOMUMO HUX, ObUTM U Jpyrue, Oojee JUIMHHbIC, MITYK IIECTh WX BOCEMb, KOTOPbIE
6e3 mepepbiBa 00C/IENOBAIM 3eMJTI0 BOKPYT, 3aMEHsIsi eMy TeM CaMbIM 3peHue. B urore, 310 cyie-
CTBO KOHTPOJIMPOBAJIO BCIO TEPPUTOPHIO PsIIOM € cOO0i MeTpoB Ha ceMb. Lllynasnbiia 00pa3oBbiBaiu
TYJIOBHUIIIE Y TIEPEXOIIIN CPa3y B TOJIOBY, IO CYTH, OHHM BBIPACTAJIM MPSIMO M3 TOJIOBBI, HA KOTOPOH
He ObLIO IJIa3, HO ObUIa OrPOMHAsl, BO BCIO IMMPHHY MACTh, KOTOPYIO OH U3pPE/IKa OTKPHIBAJI, YTOOBI
BTSIHYTh Tyna Bo3ayx. Ceituac, MakcuMm Tak e 3aMETHJI, YTO HECKOJIBKO OoJiee TOHKUX OTPOCTKOB
WCCIIeIOBAIA BO3/IYX BOKPYT 3TON 0e300pa3HOi 0COOU.

[Mocite HeGOMBINONM Tay3bl, TBAPH MEJIEHHO ABHHY/Iach K MakcumMy. BoJBIIIMHCTBO e€ nynarer
ObUIN YCTpEeMJICHBI B €r0 HallpaBJieHKe, CJIOBHO Obl MM HE TEPIIeNIOCh CXBAaTUTD ero rnockopee. [lapeHsb
crapajicsl BCE elié He JIBUTAThCs, HANEsICh, YTO BCE-TAKU ero He 3ameTsAT. Ho yem Omvike MOHCTD
npuoOIMKaICs, TeM OoJiee MPU3PAYHbIMUA CTAHOBMIIMCH €r0 HaJekK Ikl Ha 9T0. [lapeHsb yxe codupancs
BCKOYHUTH CO CBOETO MECTa, HO TBaph HEOXKHMAHHO OCTAHOBWJIACH M CHOBA TIepeBesia CBOE BHUMAHUS
Ha CBET 3a ero IjiedoM. MakcuM He YAepXKaJiCsl U TOKe MeJIbKOM OpocHil B3I 3a cruHy... OH
yBUJIEN YIIIyOJieHue, CIIOBHO Obl TIPOXOJI B MElepy ¥ MMEHHO OTTyza ucxonui ceer. Ho B aToT pa3
CBeueHUe ObUIO COBCEM JPYTMM, HE TAKUM SIDKUM, HE TaKUM KT'y4lM, COBCEM He HEelpUsATHbIM. B
9TOT pa3 OHO CJIOBHO Obl MAHMJIO K ce0e U Kak-To corpeBasio. OHO OBUIO TEIUIBIM U MIPUSATHBIM, a
CH_IG .. TAKUM KEJIAaHHbIM. ,HO HETro XOTEJIOCh NJOTAHYTBCA U CXBATUTD, IITO6bI 3aBJIaICTb 3TUM IIPEC-
KPaCHbIM SIBJICHUEM.

CHoBa miepeBe/isi B3MIs] Ha CyIIecTBO, MaKcUM TOHsUI, OHO OyITo Obl COMHEBAETCSl Ha KOTO
Hanactb. TBaph TOUHO OIIyIIajIa MCXOISAIILYIO KM3Hb OT MapHs, HO Melliepa Tak ke MaHmiIa K cede. B
uTOre, KOrJja OHAa CHOBA TIiepeBesia B3MIs]] Ha NapHsi, Makcum peni nonpoooBaTh OTBIEYb OT ceOst
BHMMAaHUE YK€ MPOBEPEHHBIM CIIOCOOOM M TIOTSIHYJICS B KApMaH 32 CJIU3HEM.

OH gocran yxe MepTBOe, BOHIOUEE M BOZMOXHO YK€ Ha4yaBIllee pa3iaraTbCs TeIO U MOJHEC Ha
BBITSIHYTOU pyKe repen cobor. Ho TyT nmpousonuio HenpensuaeHHoe. .. CyIecTBO Ha Iynajbliax,
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PE3KO OIIEPUIIOCh, TTOKa3bIBasl CBOIO 3y0ACTyI0, CIOBHO Obl OE3[JOHHYIO MACTh U PUHYJIOCh HA TIAPHS.
Makcum cpearvupoBaji MOMEHTAILHO, €0 MBIIIIIBI OYATO ObI U He PaccialIsiich, OHU ObUTH TIOIOOHO
B3BEICHHOM MpykrHe. OTCKOYMB Ha HECKOJIBKO METPOB Haszal, eMy yIaJloch M30eXaTh aTaku TOH
TBapH, KOTOPasi MOIBITANaCh YXBaTUTh €r0 CBOMMHM [UIMHHBIMH IITyMaJbl[aMU, KOTOpPBIE MepecTau
€JI03UTH 110 3emiie u3ydast e€. OTPOCTKH BOIHOOOPA3HO BUTAJIM B BO3yX€E, HAXOSCh B IPUIIOAHITOM
TMOJIOXKEHUE, TOTOBBIE MTOWMATh U CTUCHYTb TIAPHS B CBOMX CMEPTEIbHBIX OOBITHSX.

N36erast MONTHUEHOCHOM aTak, MakcM MalIMHAIBHO CKaJl CBOIO PYKY, OTYETO MPAKTHUECKH
niepeaBuil Pa3MsIKIIEro CIM3HS M U3 HEro Havaja BBIACTSTHCS BSI3Kasl, TyXJas JKUAKOCThb. Y HEro
BO3HMKJIO JKeJIaHHe OTOPOCHThH 3Ty MEpP30CTh, HO €r0 TeJIO CJIOBHO Obl OKameHeso0. Bcé ero BHUMa-
HHEe ObLJIO COCPEJOTOUEHO Ha TOM, YTOOBI YKJIOHUTHLCS OT CIIEYIONIeN aTaky, KOTopasi He 3aCTaBuJIa
ce0s sk1aTh. MOHCTp CHOBa HAOPOCHIICS Ha TIAPHSI, B 9TOT pa3 W3/aBasi CTPaHHbIN 3BYK. BbUIO o1y-
IIeHKe, YTO TBAph MOTepsiia Haj OO0 KOHTPOJIb U €MHCTBEHHBIM €€ jKeJJaHueM ObLIO, CXBATUTD U
MPUAYIIATH YeJoBeKa. MakchM He OKU/Iall TaKOW pe3KOi MIepeMEHbI B €ro IOBEICHUH, HO IBUTaJICS
MAIMHAIBHO, OJ1arofapst b UHCTUHKTaM CaMOCOXPaHEeHU L.

Emy emé nBaxapl ynanoch yBepHYThCS OT aTaKd, HO TBaph MEpeKpbiBajia MyTH BO3ZMOKHOIO
OTCTyIUIeHUs1. MakCHM Hayasl IOTUXOHBKY NPYKUMAThCsl K 9TOM CTPAHHOM CBETAIIEHCS M3HYTPU
rierepe, a MoToM Ha MFHOBEHHUE 3aMep. .. B €ro I'OJIOBY MPHIIUIA Uesl.

«CyIIecTBo He IPOCTO TaK U3MEHUJIO CBOE MoBefeHre! Bumumo s omubest mo moBOLy 3TOro
MEp3KOTo 3araxa, OH He BCeX OTIyruBaeT! A BO3MOXHO 9TO BOOOIIIE U3-3a TOTO, YTO CJM3EHb CI0X U
HE Mpe/CTaBIsAeT OOJIbIIe HUKAKOW OMACHOCTH. . .» MaKCHM IOBOIHII TIepe]] COOO0 PYKOH U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY M TMOAMETHJI, YTO IIyMaJIblia, XOTh W CJIETKA, HO ABUHYJIUCh €My B TaKT. A 3HAUMT BCE
BepHO! OHM NOUYBCTBOBAJIM TOT €AKUI U OYEHb Maxyuui 3anax! M BUIMMO MIMEHHO OH M NPUBJIEK
9Ty TBapHHY.

— Hy u Bkyc *e y Tebs1! — mpou3Hec napeHb BCIyX, KOIjia BCE B €ro TojioBe CJIOKHUIIOCH B €/1U-
HbII na3n. [lapeHs He MOT 3TOro 3HaTh, HO OBUT YBEPEH, UTO Teliepa ToKe He MPOCTO TaK CMEHMJIa
cBo€ cBeuenue. .. OHa 3aMaHMBasa, OHa Toxe roiofana! Toraa oHoIIA cie1al HECKOBKO MaJICHBKUX
I11ar0OB B CTOPOHY YIIIyOJIeHH 1, OY€Hb OCTOPOXKHO, YTOOBI HE CIIPOBOIIMPOBATH MOHCTPA HA OUYEPEAHYIO
araky. M noaBIImce, Koraa TBaph MocieiyeT 3a HUM, MEJICHHO MOBEJ PYKOU CO CITM3HEM CHavasa
B CTOPOHY, a IoToM 3a6pocuJ ero B nemiepy. Cam ke pe3ko OTHPBITHYJ B JPYrOM HarlpaBJieHHe.

TBapb pe3Ko pUHYJIACh 32 HAKMBKOM, HO HE BBAIMJIACh B TEHIEPy, Kak TOro oxugaa Makcum.
Omna cxBaTH/Ia CBOIO JIOOBIYY TIPU MOMOINY UIMHHOTO IIynajblia U 0e3 pa3ayMull 3akvHy/a ceoOe B
nacTb. ..

IOHo1I1a moAHSIICS U CTOsL, OleTieHeB OT cTpaxa. OH MOHSLI, YTO ero U 6e3 TOro MPUMUTUBHBIH
TUIaH He yaajics. He ObUI0 HUKAKMX rapaHTHi, YTO MPEIoIoKeHUe MO MOBOY Tellepsl BEpPHO U
cpadoTaeT, HO OH pelvI NonpoOoBaTh. .. OH HaJIEsJICs, YTO KOTJIa MOHCTP OKaXeTCsl BHYTPH 3TOTO
CBETSILErocs yryoJeH s, TO Teniepa KakuM-HUOYIb 00pa3oM 3aXJIOMHET CBOIO JIOBYIIIKY M COXPET
ero. 9t1o OblIa eAMHCTBEHHAs Ufiesl. . ., M OH Mpourpat. Ero KoleHKku Iposkaiu, cepale KOIOTHIIOCh, a
BO PTy HOSIBWICS MTPUBKYC MeTana. MakCciM OCO3HAJ, MPOXEBAaB CJIM3HS, TBAPb IMPUMETCS 32 HErO. . .
VY Hero OoJbllle HET HUKAKOW Hajexabl. EMy He yoexath oT Hero! CkaB KyJaKu 10 TOOEIeBIIUX
KOCTSIINEK, OH 0e3 pa3ayMuid pUHYJICS Ha MOHCTpa. [1apHI0O HEBEPOSITHO CHMIIBHO XOTEJIOCh 3a0paTh
BO BCIO IJIOTKY, HO pa3yM B3sul Bepx U MakcuMm modexasl Moi4a, HO TepPerONIHEHHBI OTYasHHBIM
CTpPaxoM BIepeMeIIKy co 371000i. OH MpUHST pellieHre O0POThCS 3a CBOIO KHU3Hb 0 CaMOro KoHIa!

BpesaBimch CIOBHO TapaH B 3TOr0 MOHCTpA, NMapeHb MOMbITAICS CABUHYTh €r0 C MeCTa, HO
HEOKMIAHHO OCO3HAJ, YTO eMy 3TO He 1of cuity. CyIiecTBO yXBaTWJIOCh BCEMH CBOMMM JJTAHHBIMU
IIyNaIbIIaMH 32 TIOBEPXHOCTh U CJIOBHO ObI BPOCJIO B 3eMiIi0. OHO OKa3aoCh CIUIIKOM IIEMKOe U
cuibHOe. .. MakciMy ObLIIO Mep3KO, IPOTUBHO U cTpaiHo. Ho oH mepebopos Bce CBOM SMOIMU U
0OXBaTHUB TYJIOBMIILIE STOTO Taja, CWILHO CXaJl ero B TOIBITKE MPUTIONHATh Hal 3emyeid. FOHomma
HaJesUICs 3aTOJIKaTh TOTO B Temepy... TOMbKO BOT OT TaKOTO HANpsDKeHUSs, Y HEro 3aKpyKHUiach

30



. A.Hukn. «Cepnue mupoB»

roJIOBa M YTO-TO HIENKHYJIO B CIIMHE, & IPUMOJHATD €ro X0Ts1 Obl HA CAHTUMETP HaJl 3eMJIel TTapHIO
TaK U He YJaJIoCh.

Makcum 3apblual, rpujiarasi Bce CBOM YCHIIMs, HO M 3TOTO OKa3aJIoCh MaJjio... €ro CHJI HeJlo-
craroyno! ['ma3za Makcuma 3acie3miuch TOMM OT HApsUKeHUsI, TOJIM OT OOUIbI M OCO3HAHUsI OE3BbI-
xomHocTH cutyaiu. OH He MOT OOJIbIIe BBIAEPXKUBATD TIOJOOHOTO JAaBJIEHHSI, €ro TeJI0 ObUIO CIIHII-
KOM OcCJIa0JIeHHBIM 0€3 e/bl ¥ BOJIbl, U OH TIOYyBCTBOBAJI, KAK €ro XBaTKa MOHEMHOTy ocnabnsercs. A
MIOTOM, TOJIOBa MOHCTpA PE3KO pa3BepHYJIACh HA CTO BOCEMBIECST I'PAyCOB M €r0 MacTh CJIOBHO ObI
B YXMBUIKE PHOTKPBUIACH, OOHAKASI COTHH OCTPBIX KJIBIKOB.

«Celiyac OH BLIENUTCS MHE NIpsAMO B Jmio!» Tpenemia ot yxkaca, nogymai NapeHb «Y:KacHas
cmepth! He xouy! Her! He namo!» OH pe3ko paciienui pykd U TOMBITAICS OTTOJKHYTh MOHCTPA,
YTOOBI TIOMPOOOBATh yOEkKaTh OT HEro, HO UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT, IIyNajblia TBAPH, IMOJTHOCTHIO
OOBWJIM TEJIO U KPEIKO CKAJM TaK, YTO y HErO He XBATaJIO MPOCTPAHCTBA M CHJI XOTsI Obl CenaTh
BI0X. OH Ha4YaJI KpacHETb U 3a/ipIxaThesl. [lapeHs nomsitasncs 3ak puvaTh, TIIYTO, HO BIPYT KTO-HUOYIb
MpUIET Ha TIOMOIIb. .. VI3 ero OTKpBITOro pra He M3JAI0Ch HU 3ByKa. HacTONBKO KpermkumMu ObLIH
00bsTUs. Ha ero tene, 6yKBaJIbHO HE OCTAJIOCh CBOOOTHOTO KYCOYKa, BCE MOTHOCTBIO OBLIO OOBUTO
IIyTATbIIAMH.

OTKJIOHUB TOJIOBY Ha3aja, MakchM ¢ pa3Maxy BIEMWICS 3y0aMH B TOJIOBY MOHCTpA U CO BCEH
CUJIBL CKall yemocTb. OH TMOYYBCTBOBAI, KaK UYTO-TO TYCTOE M TOPBbKOE, 3arOfHSIET €ro poT, HO
OH HEe coOupacs ocnadiATh XBAaTKy. YCIIbIIIAB MPOH3UTEbHBIA BU3T, MAapeHb MOYYBCTBOBAN, KaK
IIyNaiblla CKUMAIOTCS emié cuiibHee. .. CKOpo ero KOCTH MPOCTO He BblAep:Kar. .. M Koraa ero Teno
yXke TOTOBO ObLIO caThes, pasyM 3aBorwi B npotecte! «Her! S He mory ymepers! He ceituac!
Hlynansia! OHU MOTHOCTHIO OOBUBAIOT MEHSI, a 3HAUMT OH OOJIbIIIE HE IeTuIsieTcs 3a 3emutio ! » Harpsi-
rasich U30 BCeX CWJI, MaKCUM BBITHYJI CITUHY Ha3a[, YTOOBI XOTs1 Obl HEMHOTO IPUIIOAHSATH CYIIECTBO
B BO3/IyX U Ha I'paHu 0OOMOPOKA, CIeJIal HECKOJIBKO IaroB Brepes. .. Korga oH MoHsII, 4To CHIT yKe
TOYHO HE OCTAJIOCh, M BCE YTO OH CMOT BBIIABUTH U3 ceOs1 Ha XapakTepe TOKe UCCAKIIO, TTapeHb Clie-
JIaJ oCyeIHee yCUiIie M 3aBaJIiICs BIiepes, IpsMo B Tiemepy. .. Jaxe B ToM MOMeHTe, najasi, OH
TMOTIBITANICS] OTTOJIKHYTBCSI OT 3eMJIM UyTh CHIIbHEE, YeM MOT. [IpHIoKUB YCHIMI HEMHOTO OOJbIIIe,
Ha 4YTO ObLI CIOCOOEH, YTOOBI HABEPHSIKA OKA3aThCsl BHYTPU ITOTO CBEUCHUS. . .

Bort Tenepn, kKa3zanock, OH TOTOB ObUT yMepeTh... OH TOTOB ObUT paccaaOUThCA U CAATHCH. ..
Ho nasxe ceftuac, 4To-T0 BHYTPH HETO MPOTECTOBAIIO. Teso Mpoaomkano HaXOAUThCs B HATIPSKEHHUE,
HACTOJIbKO, HACKOJILKO 3TO ObLIO BO3MOXHBIM. «Hy yx Her! { He mo3Bomo ceds pasmaButh! Kak
MUHUMYM, Tl CIOXHEIIIb epBbiM! A s, TIepe/i CBOel CMEpThIO, eIllé YCIel YAbIOHYThCs TeOe B TBOKO
KyTKylo poxy! Bor yBuaumib!» I[IpoHocunuch Mpicau B ronoBe Makcuma, XOTs OH MOHUMAJI, YTO
MOHCTpY HeueM BujeTh. CyIIECTBO OIIYIIAeT MPOCTPAHCTBO CBOMMHU IIYTMAIBLIAMH, a CEHYac OHO
YyBCTBYET TEIJIO €ro Tesa U He COOUPAEeTCs OTITYCKATh, 1ake B TAKOW CHTYalluH. .. [ ooz 3Toi TBapu
B3sUT BEpX HaJl OCTAJIbHBIMUA MHCTUHKTAMH.

Onu 0062 Jiexasti BHYTPH Telephl TIOTHOCTBIO 00e3/1BUKEHHBIE, 1 I0HOIIA HayaJl YyBCTBOBATb,
Kak cBeueHre yBennunBaercsl. C Kak/IoM CEKyHIOM BCE CHIIbHEE W CHIIbHEE, CTAHOBSICh HEBHIHOCH-
MBbIM. OCTaBJISTh 71432 OTKPBITBIMH CTJI0 HEBO3MOKHO. OH 32KMYpHIICS, HO IaXe TaK, CKBO3b BEKH,
CBET OBUI CJIMIIIKOM SIPKMM. .. A TIOTOM, OH TIOYyBCTBOBAJI JKap. .. U IPUOIMKEHUE CMEPTH. ..
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I'naBa 7 Temy

Makcum orymat kap v npuommkeHne cMepty. .. Ho nanuku He 6b110, OH odenu! XoTh 1
YMPET ceftuac. .. «[JIyro KOHEYHO O TAKOM JIyMaTh Nepesi COOCTBEHHOM cMepThio. .. Ho myuime yx s
Oyay oIymaThb 00 3TOM, 4eM coxasieTb 000 BcEM octaibHoM! O KaxaoM HeBepHOM moctyrike! [Moxka-
JIyi, ceivyac yxe TMO3/IHOBATO M3-3a MOJOOHOro COKpymarbes!» [lapeHp Hayaa 9yBCTBOBATH 3arax
rapy ¥ CJIBIIIATh, KaK YTO-TO LIMITUT, CJIOBHO MAcCJIO Ha PacKaJIeHHOM cKoBopoze. OH OLyTHII HEKUI
UMITYJIbC WM TOMYOK. [ToX03Ke, 3TO MOHCTP NBITAJICS MOJHATHCS, HO Y HETO He MOJIyYMJIOCh, CKOpee
BCEro M3-3a TOro, 4YTo MakcuM Jieskaa Ha HeEM CBEpXY, [ja M BCe IIynaiblia ObUTM 3aHATHI TEM, UYTO
CIABJIMBAJIM MAPHS. . . Jaxe ceivac, TBaph He jkeJlajia OTIICKATh YyesloBeKa. Yepes HECKOIbKO CEKYH,
MMITYJIbC IOBTOPUJICS, a 3allax rapu ctaji cuiibHee. 3 Hoca Makcuma roTteksia CTpyika KpoBH, KOCTH
XPYyCTeNH, a BO3/1yXa OCTaBaJIOCh BCE MEHBbIIIE U MEHBIIIE.

Bo3MOkHO, OH yke 1 caM TOpHUT, MaKCcHM 3TOro He IOHMMAJI, TaK Kak BCE ero TeJI0 U TaK CJIOBHO
NBUIAJIO U3HYTPH M3-32 OTPOMHOTO JIaBJIeHHsI, KOTOPOE OH UCHBIThIBaI. Hackombko ObLIO kaqHoe 1
TOJIOJHOE CYILECTBO HE CJIOKHO OBUIO I0rafaThCsl, Cy/sl O TOMY, UTO JIae IIPU yTPpo3e CMEPTU, OHO
OTKa3bIBAJIOCh OTIyCKaTh MapHs. [IpaBaa crycTst HECKOIBKO CEKYH/, KOT/Ia TOJTUOK MOBTOPUIICS elIé
HECKOJIbKO pa3, BHYTPU 3TOW MaJICHbKOM, CBETSILENCS MeIIepbl, IOMUMO 3araxa rapy, Hayas MosiB-
AsThes AbIM. OueHb MHOTO AbiMa. M1 BOT nocJie 31oro, Korja MOHCTp 3a0WJICS B arOHUH, €r0 LIyNaJblia
HAKOHEI-TO pacleruIv CBOI0 CMEPTEJIbHYIO XBATKY U HAUaJIM METaThCsl B OE3yMHOM pUTME, OTOMBas
1 00KOJIaYMBast BCE CTEHbI C HEBEPOSITHON CHJION.

CoszHaHue napHs MPOH3WII CyMacCIIEANINNA BU3T. YIIIM MOMEHTAJILHO 3aJI0KUJIO0, IJIa3a CIETNJIO,
a KOXa, Ka3aJoch, HaYaja MOKpbIBAaThCA BOABIPAMU. Tlocie Toro, Kak cyIiecTBo nepecraio oOBH-
BaTh €r0 CBOMMH IyNaJIbLAMU, TAPHIO PE3KO CTAJIO FOpsAY0. Bpulo OllyIieHe, 4To IpKUe JIy4H CBETa
IIPOH3AIOT €ro TeJIO HACKBO3b. 1 BOT TyT-TO OH OCO3HAJ... €r0 CHOKOWMCTBHUE M MHUMOE IPUHSATHE
CMEPTH, KaK pyKoy CHs10. Bosb posicHuIIa cUTyaluio, U apHs Hayajla HAKphIBaTh MaHUKa. B koTo-
pblil yKe pa3 3a MOCJEJAHUE HECKOJbKO JEecATKOB yacoB? «Oka3aTbCs COXKEHHBIM 3akMBO?! Tak
ce0e nepcreKTrBal».

W3-3a Toro, 4rto MOHCTp GapaxTajcs Ha criuHe, MakcuM oryiman cedsi CJIOBHO Ha aMepHKaH-
CKMX IOpKax, ero 1aTajio U KUJaJlIo U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, HO K IIOBEPXHOCTH NIELIEPhl OH CTapacs
He TprKacarbes... OYeHb BaKHO ObLIO M30eKaTh KOHTAKTa CO CTEHAMU MJIM TTIOTOJIKOM, TOTOMY 4TO
OH MPaKTHYECKH Cpa3y MOHSLI, MOHCTP HE MOXET MOIHATHCS YXKe IO APYroi pHUYMHE, OH OyATO ObI
IIPWJIKI K MOJTY, BOZMOXHO HOATrOpes U MpoXkapuiics K Hemy. A MOXeT U 1O JIpyroi npuuuHe. Bos-
MOXHO, 3TO HEKMI XUTPbIA MEXaHU3M, THIIA JIOBYIIKH, KOTOPBIA HE MO3BOJISUI KEPTBAM yOekKarh,
KOIJIa OHM OCO3HABaJIM Kyja Monaiy... B mo6om ciydae, Makcum He coOupacst pocTo Tak cJie-
3aTh C 3TOrO cymiecTBa. Ho 1 MOAHATBhCS Ha HOTH, YUUTHIBAsI €0 Oe3yMHBIe OpbIKaHMUs, y TapHS HE
T0JTyYaJIoCh.

C kax/101 CEeKYH/ION CUTYaII¥s JIUIIb yCyryOusiiack. Y I0HOIIH ObLIO OIIYIIEeHUE, CJIOBHO HEUTO
CIEpKUBAETCA 10 MOPHI 10 BpEMEHH, HaKaIluIMBasl CHITY, HO C CeKYH/Ibl Ha CEKYH[y, YTO-TO JJOJIKHO
MIPOM3OWTH U TOr/ia BCE 3aKOHUMTCS. MIX 000MX, BMECTe ¢ MOHCTpOM, Oosbllie He ctaHeT. Kap u cBe-
YEeHUE HayaJi yBeIWYMBAThCS B TEOMETPUYECKOH Mporpeccur. Makcum 3arnepexuBall, YTO HEKOTO-
pbI€ M3 €r0 OPraHOB MOT'YT HE BhIIEPKaTh, HAPUMEP OH OOJIbIIIE HE MOT OTKPBIBATH I71a3a, 00SICh, 4TO
UX IIPOCTO BBIKKET. UTO TBOPUIIOCH € €ro KOXKei, OH MOHATHS He MMell. .. OcTasiock Ju oHa BooOie?
Ceituac oH He JiymMaJ 00 ITOM.

JleficTBOBaTh HEOOXOIMMO OBLIO MpsIMO ceituac! TloliMaB MpUMEpHBIA PUTM OeTIeHbIX OpbIKa-
HUIA 3TOM TBapu, MakchM 0k JaJICs MOAXOAAIIEr0 MOMEHTA M UCIONIb3Ys €ro BCIJIECKH, caM IOCTa-
paJicsl OTTOJIKHYTBCS OT MOHCTPA, IIPOJIETEB ITPUMEPHO NMOJOBUHY IyTH. OT ClleAyIoIero ygapa ero
9yTh OBUIO HE OTOPOCHIIO OOpAaTHO, HO MAPHIO YAAJIOCh CXBATUTHCS 32 OJUH U3 OTPOCTKOB TBApU U
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ynepxarbcsi. [IponycTrB /iBa TaKTa, OH CHOBA JIOKIAJICS TIOAXOSAIIEr0 MOMEHTA U OTTOJIKHYJICS BIle-
pea, BHIIPLIIUBas U3 NEIIEPHL.

[Napenpr oka3zajici Ha HOPMAJILHOM, TBEPIOW 3eMJIe W MOMBITAICSA elié XOTs Obl HEMHOTO
ornom3ty Brepes. Ho 3a ero Hory yuenwics onuH u3 mtynaner tBapu. «Jisg yero? 3auem? Tol ke
ceiyac CJJOXHelllb, ke MPaKTUIeCKH CI0X...». M3 mocineqHux cuii, OH nocTapajicsi IPUTSIHYTh CBOIO
HOTY K ceOe ¥ YCIIBIIIAT 32 CIIMHON HEeOObsCHUMBIEe 3ByKHU. BCE ropero, CBeTUIIOCh, IIMIENIO U BCE
9TO MO, IMKUI BOW M BU3T ITOTO CYIIECTBA. A MOTOM, BCE MPpeKpaTuiaoch. OCTanoch JUIb CUITBHOE
CBEYEHHE, U3-3a KOTOPOro Makcum He cMel MOBEPHYTHCS U MOCMOTPETh, UTO Ke CTAJIO C TBAPHIO.
[MapeHs mpocTo Jexan Ha 3eMJie, IPUKPHIB JIUIIO JIAJOHBIO.

— 4 cniimkom yerad. .. — mpodopMOTal OH.

OH ObUT HEe B CHJIaX TIOOHATD Jjake BEKH, He TOBOPsI YKe 0 cBoeM Tesne. FOHoIma 4yBcTBOBA,
YTO CO3HAHME HAYMHAeT TepsAThcsa. Ho mepen Tem, Kak oTpyOuThesi, MakchM XOTes yIOCTOBEPHUTHCS,
YTO BCE €r0 KOHEYHOCTH Ha MeCTe, BKJII0Uask Ty HOTY, 32 KOTOPYIO YXBaTWJIOCh Iymnasibiie. [lotomy
YTO OH yX€ HUYEro He YyBCTBOBAJ, BCE €ro TeJo CIOBHO OHeMeso. B urore emy He ymayioch aaxe
3TOr0, OH IIPOCTO MOTEPSUT CO3HAHUE JIekKa Ha 3eMIIE.

«Hy xorts 6b1 31€Ch HexooHO. Hazieroch, Thl He CTaHelb OOJIbIe HUKOTO CI0/Ia IPUBJIEKATD. . . »
[TpomenbKHYJIN MBICTH B ToI0Be MakcrMma.

MakcumM OuHYyJICSI Ha TOM ke MecTe. HUKTO ero He TpeBOXWII, He IBUTAJI M He Chell... Yem oH
ObL1 Oe3MepHO 0BoJIeH. Ho XOTh OH yXke OYHYJICS, IOIMHUMATLCSI BCE-TAKHM HE pelajics, MOHUMas,
YTO JT000E ero ABMKEHHE MPUBEIET K AMKou Oomu. [Toka 4To oH uib HabUpascsi CMENIOCTH, YTOObI
MIPUTIOTHSATDH TOJIOBY U OCMOTPETh cedsl, B HaIeK/Ie Ha TO, YTO BCE YACTH Tella OKaxyTcs Ha Mecte. Ho
1 9T0 TpeOoBaso OOJBIIMX yCHUIUK. B utore, Tak v He moOGOPOB CBOIO C1a00CTh, MAPHIO YAAJIOCH JIUIIIb
cJierKa TOIIeBeJUTh 00EMMU HOTaMHU U PyKaMH, YeM OH YIOBJIETBOPHJICS M MPOJOJIKUI CIIOKOWHO
JIeXkaTh ¥ yMaThb. XOTs1 Obl AyMaTh OH MOT Oe3 JOTOTHUTEIbHBIX YCHIIUI U TPUIUHEHUsI ceGe OOH. . .

«WHTepecHo, ckomnbko s mpoctait? M cKonbKo emme cMory npoTsHyTh 6e3 enpl 1 Boibl? JKuBot
yXe Tak JaBHO CKPYTHJIO U HE OTITyCKAEeT, UTO sI JJaKe YKe MPUBBIK K TOMY COCTOSIHHIO, TeTIePh IS
MeHs1 3To HopMasibHO! XM. MIHTepecHo, a B 3TOT pa3 MHe 4To-HUOYIL cHIoch? Moxet tom? JIom. ..
Kak Tam mama ¢ cectrpoii? Crpassartcs u onu 0e3 meHsi? Touno cripaBsitess! Onu cunbhbie! Ho. ..
He noznkocur i Mo€ ncue3HoBeHUe 310poBbe MaMbl? Eii U Tak MPUIILIIOCh MHOTOE NMEPEKUTS. .. A
Terepb ewe u ... Keraru o nponuiom cHe. Koro s Tam Buen? MHe nokaszascsi 3TOT YeI0BEK TaKUM
3HAKOMBIM, HO Terepb s He MOTY BCIIOMHHUTb €r0 BHEIIHOCTh... KTo 3T0 Mor ObITh? XOTS Kakas
pasnuna? He BaxxHO!».

[Tpu MBICIIAX O TOM, YTO POAHBIM TpeOyeTCsl ero MoMoIlb, MakCHM MOYyBCTBOBAJ HEOKHJaH-
HBI IPWJIMB SHEPruu. DTO HE PeImIo Bce ero npodieMsl. bonb HUKyna He Jenach, a Tejao ObUIo
CJIOBHO AepeBsiHHOe. Ho oH Hairen B ceGe cuibl MOAHATHCS. Ero ciiibHO marano, rojoBa KpyKuiach,
a Ir7a3a HM4Yero He BUAENH... «S uto ocnen?» B maHuke momyman naperb. Ho moToMm MoHsiI, 4To
CTOUT U CMOTPUT Ha CBETSIIYIOCS Telepy, OT Yero rojioBa Hayala pacKaiblBaThCSl. ..

3a:XMypHBIINCH U OTBEPHYBIIIMCH, OH IPUHSIICS TEPETh IJ1a3a, OT Yero eMy CTaJIO TOJIBKO XYKe.
«Tax, cron! Yto 51 nomxkeH genars?» [lomgymai oH, HoKa K HeMy MOCTETIEHHO BO3Bpallajiach Coco0-
HOCTb BHJIETh, XOTs1 Obl HA TIapy METPOB OT cebs1, Kak M paHbile... «HailT Bomy M KenaTesbHO Mpo-
MUTaHUE BCE eIIE MPUOPUTETHBIE 3a1auu ! [ 3TOro MHe HyKHO OTIIPABUTCS Ha TIOMCKH, HO CHavaIa,
71232 JIOJKHBI TIPUBBIKHYTH K TEMHOTE ! »

MakcuMm crienai HeCKOJIBKO IIaroB M 4yTh ObLIO HE yMal, TelO YKAaCHO CIIyIIaaoch, CJIOBHO
OHO U He ero BoBce. B utore, e HeMHOTo BbIK/IaB BPEMEHH, TAPEHb CJIETKa OCBOWJICS U OTOIIIEI
OT Tieniepbl METPOB Ha MATHAECAT, IOHUMAsI, Ceyac eMy MPaKTHUECKH He YIaeTcsl CKpbIBaTh CBOU
miaru. «Tak jeno He noinet!». [lapeHs pemi npucects 1 HEMHOTO noAokaath. Y mHoro. .. OH
HE TOHMMAJI, 3HaJI JIUIIb TO, €CJIM MPOJIOKUT ABWKEHUE TIPSIMO ceivac, AaneKko He yiner. Mimm xe
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CBAJIMTCS KyAa-HUOYAb OTKYJa HE CMOXKET BBIOPATHCS WIIM TIPOCTO, YTO OOJIee BEPOSTHO, TIPUBJICUET
Ybe-TO BHUMaHKe, U CTAaHeT JOJTOKIAHHBIM KOPMOM [JIs OYepEeTHOM KYTKON TBAPH.

Jo Toro mecra, rzie cuen napeHs, emeé HEMHOTO JOCTaBajl CBET OT IMellepsl, OH BUIEI Mepe
co00ii MPUMEPHO METPOB Ha IATh, HO BOT Jabile. .. HaunmHanack Ta camasi Tuxast TbMa, CaMblid HACTO-
SIIAIA MPaK, B KOTOPOM, OH YBEPEH, €ro CHOBA YTO-TO MOKKAAET. MakcuM cuen U BCMaTpUBaJICS
B 3Ty TEMHOTY TIBITAasICh PACCIbIIIATh MOCTOPOHHME 3BYKU. HO BOKpYr cTOsijia rpoOOBasi TUIIMHA.
Hu kak Ha 3emuie. He ObIIO CIBIIIHO HY MTHII, HU )KUBOTHBIX, HU JaXe HaCEKOMBIX. KaKIpIil 3BYK
B 3TOM MUpE CTOUJI CJMIIKOM J0poro... [Topoi, ieHoo OblIa Ku3Hb. «$1 ToKe MOMkKeH HayIUThCs
ObITh OectiryMHbIM! {1 TOXe OKEH MPUCTIOCOOUTHCS K STOMY MUPY !» MBICIIEHHO ITPOU3HEC IOHOIIIA.
«Ecnm koHeuHO X0uy BBUKUTB» Jlomyman OH MOCTIEAHIO MBICTb C HEKMM capkazmoM. [Ipucroco-
OUTbCS U BBUKUTD. .. Celuac 151 Hero 3TO Ka3aJloCh HACTOIBKO CIOXKHBIM M HepeaIbHbIM, YTO CTa-
HOBWIOCh cMentHO. Ero Tomumno. Koxa 3yaena, mOKphIBIIMCH BO MHOTHX MECTax BOJIbIpsME. Bcé
TEJI0 JIOMHUJIO, CJIOBHO OBl TIO HEMY TIapy pa3 MpOeXasich KaTKOM, a rojioBa Tpemiaia Tak, OyaTo ero
pasym Haxoausics B TyMaHe. [la 1 BooO1e, mapeHb y:ke MHOKECTBO Pa3 MOT TIOTHOHYTh, & eMy Tpe[-
CTOSIJIO elI€. .. He U3BECTHO Jaxke, YTO eMy MPEACTOsUIO. Y HEero ObLJIO CIMIIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB U
HU OJHOTO OTBeTa... Kak oH TyT okazasncsa? U uTo noikeH caenaTh 9ToObl BepHyThest tomon? Ecim,
KOHEYHO, 9TO BOOOIIE BO3MOXKHO.

MakcuM nocuen Kakoe-To BpeMsl B pa3iyMbsiX, a Korjaa 3peHue Oosee-MeHee MPHUBHIKIO K
TEMHOTE, PEelInyI MPOAOIKUTh MyTh, CMEHUB HEMHOTO HampasiieHue. He rpocto Tak... Beuto omry-
IIEHKe, YTO OH UET MPaBUIbHO. MOJKET 1IecToe YyBCTBO MOACKA3BIBAJIO MIIH €IIE YTO-TO. A MOXKET
BJIQ)KHOCTb BO3/IyXa CJIerKa M3MEHIJIACh, ¥ OH Ha TOJCO3HATEIbHOM YPOBHE TO OUIYILA U JBUTAJICS
He 3ayMbIBasick. Kaxioe aBrkeHne eMy JaBajioch ¢ TPYJIOM, [1a ¥ MPOCTO CHIETh M JIBIIATh ObLIO
OO0JIBHO, UTO YK TOBOPUTH 00 ocTasibHOM. FOHOIIA yke HauMHaT COMHEBAThCS, YTO OH XOYET BBIKH-
BaTh 371€Ch. .. IPOAOJIKATh OOPOTHCS. HacTOMbKO CHIIBHO OH yCTasl, HACTONBKO IJTaY€BHBIM OBLIO €10
nonoxenue. Ho 4To-To BHYTpH, KaKOM-TO CTepkeHb B HEM, BOCIIUTAHHBIN €NIE C AeTCTBA, He TI03BO-
JISUT eMy OIycTHTh pyKu. OH 00s13aH Bcé npeonosiets! Ho Kak Obl TIIyTo 3To He 3ByYalio, IIes OH Kak
pa3-Taku ¢ OMyIIEHHBIMH pyKamu. Bce ero Tesno Obu1o c1oBHO oHeMeBIIMM. OH MepeIBUrail TOJIbKO
HOTaMH.

[lar ero cierka yCKOpWIICS, XOTs MapeHb CUUTAN, YTO OH HE cTaj rpomue. Bo3MOXHO yxe
MIPUCTIOCOOMJICS IBUTAThCSI, HE U3JaBasi IyMa. B3ris ObUT HampaBJieH B IyCTOTY, HO, €clid Obl OH
3aKpbUI I71a3a, HUYEero Obl He moMeHsu1och. CaM ke OH Bech MpeBpaTuics B ciyx. OH Hajesics Ha
CBOM CiyX, paccunthiBasl. [logmeuan Kaxaplii MUMOJIETHBIN IIIOPOX M MTHOBEHHO 3aMHpajl. YOex-
IasiCh, YTO OMACHOCTH HET, POAOJIKAIT IBMKeHHe. MaKCHM cTapajics MoaMeuarh Kaxaylo IeTaib 1
oOparath BHIMaHHe Ha KOe-4To Jpyroe... BooOiie eMy mokas3aaoch, YTo KakIblid pa3, KOraa eMy
yrpoXaya OMacHOCTb, OH OIIYIIajd BHYTpU cedst YTO-TO HeoObuHOe. Kakoe-To cTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO,
noxoxee Ha ciadoe xxkeHue. CJIOBHO BMECTO MPAKTUYECKH OTCYTCTBYIOIIETO 3pEHus, y Hero MosiBU-
JIOCh HEYTO JIPYroe, HEOOBSICHUMOE. A MOXET 3TO 0COOEHHOCTh JAHHOTO MUPA, KOTOPYIO OH elIE He
OCO3HAJI. ..

CKOJIbKO TTPOIIUIO BpeMEHH MapeHb He MOoHMMall. Boobie co BpemeHeM, 37ech ObIO OYeHb
Tyro. EMy Ka3ajock, 4To OHO TeueT 37ieCh COBCEM IO APYTUM 3aKOHaM. UTO-TO B 3TOM ObLJIO Herpa-
BWJIbHO, WJTH K€ MPOCTO HEMPHUBBIUYHO. A €II€ 9Ta HEMMOBEpHasl YCTAJIOCTh HAJIIOXKUBIIASCS HA €ro
rieur. Beero Tak MHOTO pa3oM HaBaiuiioch. .. KOHOINA JBHUrascs MalMHa bHO, IIOTOMY YTO MOHU-
MaJl, €CJIM HU4Yero He MpeIpruMeT, To ympeT. [Ipoxozs Bc€ 1o Toii ke TBepaoid, 0e3:KN3HEHHOH 3eMIle,
Ha OJTHOM U3 MHOTOUHCJIEHHBIX II1ar0B, OH TIOUYBCTBOBAJT KAKYI0-TO CTPAHHOCTh. Ero MO3r HACTOJIBbKO
MIPUBBIK K 3TON OOBIIEHHOCTH, UTO cllad0e N3MEHEeHHe MOKa3aI0ch eMy OYeHb HeoObuHbIM. CHavaa,
napeHb Aaxe He OCO3HAJI, YTO HACTYIWJI Ha YTO-TO He TO... HO CITyCTsl HECKOJIBKO CEKYH OCTaHO-
BUJICS U 3amep. «Jla Kakasi pa3HHMIla, 9TO ke MPOCTO MOrJia ObITh sIMKa WJIM BETKa, HE BCe Xke 37eCh
TaK TJIAJIKO. . .» TTPOTOBOPUJI OH PO ceOsl, yKe pa3BepHYBILUCH U ABUTAsICh POBHO Ha3ajl. [lowas npu-
MepHO 10 HeOOXOIUMOTro MeCTa, OH HAaKJIOHWJICS M Ha4aJl BOOUTH PyKo# 1o 3emute. Harrynas He601b-
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IIyI0 TPEIIMHY, KOTOpasi yXOuIa ClIeTKa B CTOPOHY, MapeHb C CApKa3MOM YJIBIOHYJICS U TTOAyMaJ.
«Hy nma. bonBan! a Ha 4to TH paccunThiBai? YTto TyT OymeT OYpOIOK ¢ BOIOU BAIATLCA? DTO BCEro
JvLIb TpeluHa B 3emiie! Ipu Takoii 3acyxe, HUYEro yIuBUTEIBbHOIO ! »

Ho Makcum He cnienmi yxoauTh. Ero Mo3r cHoBa Hadas paboTaTh B HOPMAIBHOM PEXHMME.
«Bot nmenno! Bosa Hurje He BcTpevanach, OHa OTCYTCTBOBaJIa aOCOIOTHO Be3/ie, HO TaM He ObLIO
HUKAKHUX TPEIIMH B 3eMJIe, & JOJKHBI ObITh, 110 JIOTHKE. .. XOTsI Kakasi Tam Jiorrka? Pa3se MOXHO. ..»
OH CHOBa 3aMep U 3aayMasicsi. Heckobko MHTEpECHBIX MBICTIEH MPOCKOYMIIN B ero ronose. «He cun-
Tasi TOTO POCTKa, 3TA €AUHCTBEHHAsI OCOOCHHOCTh B MECTHOCTH, YTO BCTpPETHIach MHE. 51 BCE paBHO
uay HaoOym. Hudero He moMeHsieTCst €CU S IPOCTISAYIO 32 STOM TPEIMHOM |»

CniepBa OH cOOMpAJICS ABUTATHCSI HAKJIOHHMBIIKCH, PYKOH Be[lsl MO 3eMJIe, YTOObI He TIOTePSITh
cBoil opueHTHp. Ho 60Mb B crivHEe OBICTPO MOMeHsIa ero IuiaHsl. [lapeHs BBIIPSAMUIICS U TPOJIOT-
KWJT MTU B TIOJIHBIA POCT, OJIHOW HOTOM MOCTOSTHHO HACTYTIAs! TaK, YTOObI YyBCTBOBATH YIIIyOJIEHNE B
3emsie. CITycTsi IPUMEPHO Yac-ToJTOpa, €ro 3peHue erie OOobIlie OCBOMIOCH M éMY Hauallo Ka3aThCs,
YTO OH BUIUT OYEPTAHUSI STOU TpeluHbl. Enié uepe3 HeKoTopoe BpeMsi, TapeHb MPEATIONOKII, YTO
OHa CTaJIa HEMHOTO PaCHIMPATHCS. YOIUIICS OH B 9TOM ellé MUHYT Yepe3 COPOK, KOTr/ia ero CTYIHS,
yXke MOIJIa CJIeTKa MPOBAIUTLCS B 3eMJie, €CIM HACTYMUTh HENMpPaBIJIbHO. MOXHO W HOTY TOABEp-
HYTb. ..

W BOT mpo¥iAs Tak eme OKoJIo KUJIOMETpa, eMy yAaloch, METpax B ABYX OT yriyOneHus, pac-
CMOTpPETh CTPaHHYIO T€Hb, BO3BBIIIAIONIYIOCS HAJ| 3eMJIell CAHTUMETPOB Ha MSATHAALATh-IBAIIATh.
[Momoiins k Hel, oH yOeauscs B CBOMX JIOraJKax. JTO POCTOK. .. Takoit ke cyxou, Oe3KU3HEHHBIN U
0e3 Kakux-JMOO JIMCThEB, HO 9TO Kakoe-TO pacTeHue! MBIC/IM B TOJIOBE MapHsI CHOBA 3a0eraji, OH
HayaJ JIMKOBaTh, MPE/IBKYIIAsi CBOI0 MAJICHbKYIO MOOey M coOMpasics yxke ABUHYThCs Brepen. Kak
BJpYT, [1Ie-TO BJAJH, YCIBIIIA IPOCTHBIN pbIK. DTO Takoe npusercTBue? Kakoe-To cymiecTBo noj-
HSJIO IIIyM, TIOUYBCTBOBAB MPUOIMKEHUE YEI0BEKa, WU ke UTO-To Jipyroe? OH 3amep BCIIyIINBAsICh
BAab. OTKy/Ia-TO M3 TEMHOTHI CHOBA M CHOBA Pa3laBaIMCh CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH. DTO HE CpaXeHHe. ..
YTO-TO MHOE. .. CJIMIIIKOM CTpaHHOE U HeNOHATHOe. OTHO3HAYHO OH MOT YTBEPK/ATh JIUIIb OTHO —
TaMm onacHo. CKopee BCEro ero Tam NOIKUAaeT cMepTh. .. Ho mapeHb MeasieHHO ABUHYJICS BIEpen,
He B cuj1ax OoJIbIIe TepreTh CBOIO Kaxay. OH roToB ObUI CPa3UThCS C KEM YTOIHO B TMOCTIEAHUN pas,
JUIIb Obl 0OBITH 3TY KUBHUTENBbHYIO BIary. OT OJHOW JIMIIIb MBICIU O BOJIE, Y HErO 3aKpyKHUJIach
rosioa. CITIOHBI BO PTY OOJIbIIe He OBbLIO, KaK U CHJI. .. BOOOIIIE OH OIIYIIaI ceO0sl TEM CaMbIM BBICOX-
IIIUM POCTKOM.

Makcum J1BUTAJICS BIiepe]], He YCKOPSISICh, XOTS cliepkaTh ce0sl B pyKax M CTOMJIO OTPOMHBIX
yeumid. Ho B 3TOM eMy momoraiy ycTpaliaioiiye 38yK1, KOTOpble OH BpeMsi OT BpEMEHH CJIbIIIAI.
[Tapens moHUMaJ, B JOOOM APYrol CHTYalluH, IABHO yXke OpOCHIICS B APYTYIO CTOPOHY, JIMIIIb OblI
OoJbIIIe HE BCTPEeUaThCsi HA C KAKMMU MOHCTpaMH, HO He ceivac. .. Ceilyac Apyroil MOHCTp 3acTaB-
JISUT MATU ero Briepen — kakzaa! ¥V Hero He Obuto Apyroro Beioopa. OH He BUEN MHOTO BHIXOAA U
MOHMMAJT, YTO MOXET MPUITH TPSMO B MACTh K 37I00HOM TBapH, HO Kak uHave... ;Kaarh, Korga tam
BcE yTuxHeT? A ecnu He yTuxHet? [lapens mpogoikan uaTu, MeyIeHHO, HO BepHO. OH CIIbIIIAJ PBIK,
CJIBIIIIAJT BOM, UYBCTBOBAJI HEBEPOSITHOE HATIPSIKEHUE B BO3/IyXe, HO TOTO CTPAHHOTO JKKEHUsI BHYTPU
He ObuTo. KOHEYHO 3TO HUCKOJIBKO HE YCHOKaMBaJo, MapeHb BCE PABHO UCIBITBIBAT HEBEPOSTHOE
*keJlaHue OpOCUTCs MPoYb. .. Ero Teno cHoBa Havyajao KaMeHeTh OT BOJIHEHUs U CTpaxa, BO PTy YCH-
JIUJICS TIPUBKYC TOPEYH, XOTS OH HUKY/IA ¥ He IEBAJICS, IbIXaHUE YYaCTUIIOCh, & PYKH B OYE€PEIHOM pa3
CKaJIMCh B KYJIaKH 10 OSJU3HBI KOCTSAIIEK. A MOXKET U A0 KPOBH, CEYac eMy CI0KHO ObLIO TOHSTD
M3-32 MOJICKOYMBIIIETo agpeHaanHa. [TapeHs mpomosskat mpuOImkaThes U BC€ Ooiee OTUETIMBO pac-
TMO3HABaJl IOCTOPOHHHUE 3BYKH. KakeTcsi, OH yKe BCTpedas 9TOT KyTKHM, 3700HbIH BOi. IMeHHO B
HEM OH OTYETJIMBO CJIBIIIAT HOTKH MPUOTMAKAIOIIEHCs cMepTy. MaKkcUM OCO3HABaJl BCIO OMACHOCTb,
HO TPOIOJIKA UATHU BIIEPES. . .
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I'naBa 8 Bonnpocsl

— B Kakux-TO MHpax 3TO Ha3bIBAIOT MArvei, B KAKUX-TO CBEYEHUEM, Y HAC IIPUHSATO HA3bIBATh
Cuutoii. IToroMy 4TO MCTMHHO CHJIEH JIMLIb TOT, KTO 00J1aAaeT 3TUM JapoM! Y Kak10ro oH CBOH, CBOM
noteHman k Cuse, cBou BO3MOXHOCTU. M Kak paBMJIo, OHU ONpeJesIsAioTcs NPy BallleM PoXJIeHue,
HO... y KQXJI0rO U3 BaC €CTh IIAHC Pa3BUTh M YBEJIUYUTh cBOI Cuily, BCE 3aBUCHUT JIMILb OT Bac...
— CymectBo HasBaslieecs: KpsHoM caenano maysy, BblKUAAsA, KOIZa BCE CTO MPOLIEHTOB OCO3HAIOT
ycabianHoe. OH MOHMMaJ, YTO CTOSIIME Iepe]l HUM I'epoM, He TOJbKO Pa3sUTEeNIbHO OTIMYAIOTCS
B Cusie, Takke ¥ YMCTBEHHbIE CIIOCOOHOCTH Y KaXAOTO M3 HUX Ha aOCOIOTHO Ha pa3HBbIX dTamax
Pa3BUTHS.

— Oyy, BoT 310 110 MHe! JI100/10, KOr/1a BCE 3aBUCHT OT MeHs1! — IOCTaTOYHO OeCcrevHo, Ipou3-
Hec Benyx ke, Tem caMbIM paspyllasl yCTaHOBHMBIIYIOCS 3arafjouHyto atMocgepy. VX nuHCTpyK-
TOP MOCMOTPEJI Ha HEro ¢ MPUIITYPOM U 0e3 TOro JOCTATOYHO Y3KMMH IJIa3aMM, U3-3a YEro CTajlo He
MOHATHO BUJIUT JIM OH BOOOIIIE YTO-TMO0 UM IPOCTO 3aKPbUT UX. M1 IbIKHYJIA A3bIKOM M IIOCTa-
pajiach He BCTPEYaThCsl C HUM B3IVISZIOM, TaK Kak 3TOT Oandec, 00paloBaHHbIN, Hadasl O3UPaThCs B
MIOMCKAX MOJJIEPKKU. A TO MOAYMaeT el€, YyTo e€ HpaBsATCA ero Iymsle MyTKU. Eciau roBoputs o
APYIUX Teposix, TO OHA IpeAnowa Obl HOAPYKUTHCA C TeM BUKUHIOM, HY WM AEBYIIKOM [0 UMEHU
Opa. OT HUX TaK U BEEeT HEBEPOATHON YBEpEHHOCTbI0 M cwiol. Ho eciu Takoil BOBMOXHOCTU He
MPEACTABUTCS, TO U ¢ PIMKCOM MOMJET, JIyyllle YeM HUYero!

— Hexkotopble 13 Bac B cBOeil OOBIYHOM XKU3HH 3aMevalid CTPAHHOCTH, KTO-TO U 63 TOro ObuT
YBEPEH, YTO OCOOEHHBIE, HO 51 TOUHO MOTI'Y CKa3aTb, €CTh M T€, KTO JIaXe He AOoraJbBajcs... — Ipo-
JOJKUJI TOBOPHUTH TIPHIIIENIENl, POCTOM YyTh BbIIIE OOBIYHOTO YeJIOBEKa, HO TOpa3o MacCHBHEE, ITpU
YeM He TOJIbKO B IHMPHHY. OH ObUI CJIOBHO KBaJpaTHBIN, TOUHee MpsAMOyroybHbli. [lnpokue mieun
Y HACTOJIBKO € BbINsuMBaionas rpyab. OueHb HENPUBBIYHO U CTPAHHO, HO HE HY’KHO UMETb CyIep
CITIOCOOHOCTH, YTOOBI OIYTUTh UCXOIAIIYIO OT HEro MOIIb. A 3HAYMUT C HAM JIydllle He IIyTUuThb. Bee
3TO MOHUMAJIH, pa3Be uTo Kpome Prukca. .. ETMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MPOTUBOPEUMIIO U HE BIMCHIBAJIOCH B
ero o0pas, 3To ryObl TPyOOUKOIl Ha TEMHO-CepoM Jinie. Bo3MOxHO, 13-3a 3TOr0, OH BBINJIAAEI CIIErka
cMeltHo. .. Ho Tyt naxke dnukc noHMMa, nocMesaThCsl — 3HaYUT yMepeTh!

— B03MOXHO BBI CIbIIIAIM UCTOPUHM O TOM, KaK Mepe JIMIOM OIACHOCTH, Ballli COPOIUYM CTa-
HOBHJIMCh HEOOBIYAITHO CHITbHBIMU. Vi TaM, r/ie TOYHO JOJIKHBI ObLITA YMEPETh, BHIXOAWIN Oe3 e1-
HOI LIaparvHbl — MPOJOJIKal TOBOPUTh KpaH, OKUIBIBAS MX B3IJISIOM — OBITh MOXKET BbI CJIBIIIAIN
pacckasbl O TeX, KTO BO CHE IyTeHIeCTBOBAJI 110 APYTMM MUPaM WJIH O TeX, KTO CIIOCOOEH yIpaBJsATh
HEKOTOPBIMU 3JIeMeHTaMU. BCE 9T0 peasibHO M BCE 3TO CYIIECTBYET, IPOCTO /711 BAC 9TO HACTOJIBKO
HETMPUBBIYHO, YTO BaM CJIOKHO MOBEPUTH BO 4TO-TO NojooHoe. Ho 3aeck, Bl packpoere coto Cuiy,
MMEHHO JU151 9TOro Bac U coOpanu!

ITpu3BaHHBIE repor MPOAOJIKAIM BHUMATEIBHO CIYIIaTh, BCTaB noaykpyrom. Iocie Toro, kak
3arajIoyHoe CyIIEeCTBO, BHEITHOCTh KOTOPOro M3y Tak M He CMOIJIa pa3liiseTh, 3aKOHYMIIO IIPU-
BETCTBEHHYIO Pe4b, OH U €IlE OIMH €ro COMpPOBOXKAAIIIMN YIAIWINCh, & TPETUH Ke CTOSILMIA 3a
ero CIIMHOW BHIIIET K HUM M TTOMPOCHIT cOOpaThes Beex modmmke.M BOT Terepb OHU CTOSIT COBCEM
PAIIOM, NPAKTUYECKU Kacasch IUleYaMM APYT Apyra U BHUMATEJIbHO CIIYIIAIOT 3TOro MoHcrpa. Hy
WU JIeJIaloT BUL. ..

— ¥V MmHorux npu xu3Hu Cuiia Tak MU He pacKpbIBaeTcs, HO 311ech. .. B Ceplie MUPOB, JIyUIINX
YCJIOBUIA HE HAUTU — DTOT MUP caM 0 ceOe SABJISIETCS CI'YCTKOM CBETSLIENCS SHEPTUH, TI03TOMY 3/€Ch
BBl TOYHO CMOKETE PacKphiTh CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH Ml CTaHETe JIMIIb CHJIbHEE, MOJ HAIllMM PYKOBOJI-
CTBOM... — OH CHOBA CJieJ1aj Nay3y U BbIK/AJ, KOIJla BCE OCO3HAIOT.

«CrycTok cBersuieics sueprun? Bot yx He nogymaiia Obl, YTO B TOM MpakKe ecTb YTO-TO CBE-
Tsmeecsi? Hy pasBe uTo Kpome 3THX HEOOBIYHBIX (DOHAPHKOB, O1aroaapst KOTOPIM B TOM ITOMellIe-
HHE XOTS OBl YTO-TO MOXXHO pasmiIsiieTh. ..» [IpousHecia mpo ceds Maiinu.
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— A MOXHO Bormpoc? — ynbiOasich, MOAHSB PyKy, oOpatuics Prukc, yem BbI3Bal Ha ceOst
JECSATKU HeroAyomux B3rsioB. [locne mapsl ceKyHa MOTYaHUWsl, OH TPOMOIKIII, TIPHHSIB 3TO 32
TIOJIOXKUTETTBHBINA OTBET — a Bac Kak 30BYT? A To HeymnoOHO mepeOuBa... Hyy TO €CTh oOpalarbcs,
HE 3Has1 UMEHHU.

— 51 BoOOIIIE-TO YyiKe TpUcTaBisics. Bol He ciymami? §1 Obl mocoBeToBa BaM OBITH O0Jice BHU-
MaTesIbHBIM K TOMY, 4TO 51 Oyay roBoputh. OT 3TOr0 OyJeT 3aBUCETh Balll YCIIeX M COOTBETCTBEHHO
KU3HB!

— OM. A-a-a, Hy 4 JIAJAHO. A MOXHO Toraa apyroi Bonpoc? CKobKO cefiyac BpemeHu? A 1o
y MeHsI 10 PACIUCAHUIO. . .

Bokpyr MrHOBEHHO MOJHSJICS HEIOBOJIbHBIM TOMOH, MHOTHE BUIMMO PYTaJIUCh HETIOHSITHBIMH,
U Maiiay ciioBaM, a OHA caMa CTOsJIa B IIIOKE HE MOHMMAas, KaKk OH MOXET ObITh TAKUM Oecriey-
HbIM? Bce oHM okazammch B gpyrom mupe! M BooOliie He MOHSITHO KUBHI JIU OHU Ha CAaMOM JIeJIe WJTH
MepTBbl! UTO MIMEHHO ¢ HUMU ITPOU30IIUIO U KaK OHU cloAa nonaiu? Yepes 4to UM npuaercs NpouTu
1 4TO OkuaaeT nasiie? Hudero He n3BectHo! Ml MIMEHHO ceityac, UM pacCKas3bIBaloOT a3bl, CAMOE BaK-
HOE T10 CYTH, a OH Pa3 3a pa3oM OTBJIEKAETCs Ha MOJOOHYIO UyIIlb, 1a M OCTATBbHBIX STUM pa3ipakaeT
U 3aJepKuBaeT... Maiinu cobupanach yxe MpUCOSIUHUTCS KO BCeM, YTOObI oTunTaTh Prinkca, HO
TYT HEOKHUIAHHO, TIOCJIE XJIECTKOTO U PE3KOro IUIeINKa, OT KOTOPOro IIyM pa3Heccs Mo BCeMy 3aiy,
MOBHUCJIAa TPOOOBAs TUIIMHA. DTO ObUT MOJHUEHOCHBIN U HEOXMJAHHBIA yIap 1o royose... Piukce
CKJIOHUBIIIUCH TIOTIOJIaM, CXBATHJICS 32 3aTHUIOK M MOJHSLT CBOM U3YMJICHHBIE IJ1a3a, YTOObI TOCMOT-
PeTh Ha CBOEro OOMIYMKA, KOTOPHIA OTBECUJT €My TaKOM CMauyHbIi MOI3aThUIBHUK, YTO Y HEro ax B
rna3ax nomytHeno. Hax Hum crosina Dpa. He npocto crosina, oHa Bo3Bblmaiack. [To cpaBHeHMIO €
e€ BeJIMUECTBEHHBIM CHITYITOM, DIIMKC BBITJISI/IEN ceiiuac CJIOBHO MAJICHbKUIN CKYKOXEHBIH PeOeHOK,
KOTOpbIY HamkogHWYas1. Ckopee 3apofpil. .. Ho mo ero peakiuu, ObUI10 3aMETHO, YTO OH HE MPOCTO
XOTeJT KPEIKO BBIPYraThCsl, a BO3MOXKHO, JJake HAOpOCHTCSI Ha CBOEro OOMIYMKA, HO BCTPETHBIIKCH
C JISASHBIM B3IVIS,IOM DPbl, €r0 MbLT OBICTPO OCTYAWIICS, a BCS PEIIMMOCTh KyJa-To ucnapuiack. OH
OIJISIZIENICS TI0 CTOPOHAM, 3aMETHB Ha ceOe B3MJIsIIbl BCEX MPHUCYTCTBYIOIINX M POOKO 3arOBOPHUIL:

- 3. 4 Bam memmao?

— He To cioBo! — mpousHecna pa, NpoAokas CMOTPETh CBEPXY BHU3 eMy NpsiMo B miaza. Ot
e€ JIesTHOTO ToJIoca, Aaxe Y Maiiau nodeskaii MypaIlKky 1Mo Koxe.

— 41 ye-T0 He nogyMau. ..

— B cnenyromuii pa3, Koraa B TBOIO TOJIOBEUIKY IPUJIET OuepeiHasi 3aMmedaTesbHast ujesi BhICKa-
3aThCsl, OOPATUCh CHaYajia KO MHe! A s pelly, CTOUT JId OHO TOTO... Thl MOHSI?! — 9XOM pazfascs
roJioc Dpbl. 3ameuamensvrasi— B cneayomuii pa3, Koraa B TBOIO FOJIOBEIIKY MPUIET oYepeJHast 3aMe-
yartesbHasl ujesl BBICKA3aThCsl, OOpaTHUCh CHavyaja Ko MHe! A s pelry, CTOMT JIK OHO TOTO... ThI
MOHST?! — 9XOM pazjascs rojoc Jphl.

— [onsut. — nmucknyn Gukc.

— K mobomy 13 Hac MokeTre oOpamarbesi — BeCTHUK, ecii yrogqHo Mo MMEHH, TO MEHsSI 30BYT
KpaH! — BMeImasncst HaKOHell-To X MHCTPYKTOP — €CJIA KOMY-TO M3 Bac CJIOKHO 3aIIOMHUTH JIBA HOBBIX
CJIOBa, TO MOXETe He YTPYKAAThCsl, HO MepBOe BpeMsi, IMEHHO s1 Oyy MOMOraTb BaM OCBOMThCS —
MIPOM3HOCS 3TO, OH cMoTpe Ha PrvKca, opasyMeBasi COMHEHHS B €r0 YMCTBEHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX
— C Bamu OyayT MPOBOIUTHCS TPEHUPOBKH, YTOOBI TOMOYB PACKPHITH CBOIO Cruty. JIo 3TOro MOMeHTa,
BbI OyJieTe 3aHMMaThCsl BCe BMECTE. . .

Kpany ynanoch 0TBIeUsr BHUMaHUE OT JAHHOTO MHIMAEHTa. HaBepHoe, OH He XOTes, YTOObI
paHbllle BpEMEHU KTO-HHOYIb MOT MOCTPaaTh UM BOOOIIE MOTMOHYTh, TOSTOMY PEIINI CMEHUTh
TEMy... BepHee MPOAOIKUTH cTapyio. Korga oH 3amonryar, y Kakaoro Ha si3bIKe KPyTHIICS BOIIPOC,
a yro notom? Koraa ux Cuna packpoercsi. Ho HUKTO He cTast 3a/1aBaTh €ro, ¢ OMacKOU MOTJIsi/IbiBast
Ha Dpy. Maiiau nogmMeTnia, Kak 3JI0pOBEHHBIN MYXUK, CeBepsHIH, U3ydall cCepeOpSHYIO EBYIIKY.
KoneuHo, B ero mazax He ObUIO CTpaxa, JUIIb XOJOIHbIA pacdyeT. Ckopee Bcero, OH yBUIe B Heil
yrpo3y WM COMEPHUKA U Tereph MPAKTUYECKH HE CBOAWI C He€ B3IVIfAAA. Dpa HE MOIJIa 3TOro He
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3aMeTUTb, HO BCSYECKH Jenana B, YTO He BUAMT. Vu ke el IefCTBUTETbHO OBbLIO TUIeBaTh. ..
Mbpiiau yauBuiachk 3tomy. «Kak MoXHO ObITh HACTOJIBKO CUJIBHO YBepeHHOU B cebe?! Buaumo B Heit
KpoeTcs IeCTBUTEIbHO orpoMHast Cuial».

— Ilo mepe Toro, Kak Bbl OyJeTe pacKpblBaTh CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, BAMU HAYHYT 3aHUMAThCS
apyrue BecTHHKH, OTAETBHO C KaXIbIM, MHAUBUAYATbHO. DTO OyIyT MpeAcTaBUTeNn Balmx Boros.

®mke xotes ObUTIO CHOBA 33JaTh OYEPETHON BOMIPOC U YKe YCIIes TIOOHATh PYKY, HO BOBpEMsI
OTMOMHWJICS ¥ BCTPETHUBIINCH B3MJISIOM C DPOid, OBICTPO OIYCTUIT €€ U OTBEPHYJICS, CIENaB BUJI OyATO
PasIIsSIBIBAET y30pbl Ha MOTOJIKE.

— V¥V Kaxaoro u3 Bac ectb CBOM bor, KOTOphIN MPU3BAJ BaC — MPOJOKUI OH, TOHUMAHUS UTO
9TO 3aMHTEPECOBAJIO BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIONMX — OHM cliefiajii Ha Bac CTaBKY, BHIOPaB MMEHHO BacC B
CBOMX MHUpax. Bl 10/KHBI 1IeHUTH 310! U He 3a0b1BaTh! — IHCTPYKTOP BBIKIAJ May3y, OKUHYB BCEX
B3MJIs110M — VIMEeHHO 1o3ToMy Bac 31ech ABeHaaars! Mbl 1aauM BaM HEMHOTO BPEMEHHU OCBOUTCS U
MIPUBECTH CBOU MBICIIH B MIOPSIIOK. MoskeTe rocrnath, ecu nomyurrtcsi. OObIYHO Mepexo OTHUMAET
MHOT'0 ;KM3HEHHOW 3Hepruu. CKOpo y Bac HauHETCs MepBasi TPEHUPOBKa, JO BCTPEUH.

BecTHuK pa3BepHyJcs, COOMpPAsiCh YUTH, HO €0 OCTAHOBUJI CYPOBBIN MYKCKOM TOJIOC.

— Iocroit! ¥ meHst octanoch emneé HeCKOMbKO BOMPOCOB. — CIOKOMHO, HO TBEPAO MPOU3HEC
CeBepsiHUH.

— Bce Bompock! BB cMoOkeTe 3a1aTh o3ke. MoxkeT ObITh... UTo-TO BaM M TaKk caMUM CTaHET
TMIOHSITHO — OTBETHJI OH, HE Pa3BOPAYMBASICh, COOMPASCh IPOAOIKUTD IBUKECHHUE.

— U Bce xe! — B oqHO MrHoBeHue, Maiau jaaxe He 3aMeTwia Kak, BUKUHT mpeonosen
HECKOJIBKO METPOB U OKa3aJicsi coBceM psioM ¢ BectHukom. OH ero He Tporaj, IpocTO OCTAHOBUIICS
B 1I1are OT HEro, MpsIMO 3a €ro CIUHOMW. JI0CTaTOuHO MPOTSHYTH PYKY M. ..

HarpsixeHrie B momerieHne, MOMEHTaJIbHO BO3pOCiio. Maiiin Oosibllie He UCTIBITHIBAJIA XOJIO/A,
Kak oT royioca Dpbl. E€ 6pocuiio B CHIIBHBIN Kap, TaK YTO TEJI0 MOMEHTAIBbHO MOKPBUIOCH oToM. EE
HayaJlo CJIeTKa MoTpsichiBaTh. «UT0 3TO 32 uyBCTBO Takoe?!» Iloqymana neByiiika, He OTBOIA B3IVIsAAA
OT Pa3BOPAUYMBAEMOr0 KOH(IMKTA. XOTsI [0 CYTH HUYETO eMI€ He MPOU30IIIO, HO 00OCTAHOBKA CHJTBHO
Hakaiuiaach. MHOTMe OTOIUIM NOAAJIbIIE B CTOPOHY, HO HEKOTOPBIE OCTAIUCH CTOATH psijioM ¢ Cese-
PSITHUHOM, BO3MOHO JJake MOI0ABUHYJIUCH Uy Th OOIMKe. BUANMO UM TOXe CHIIBHO XOTENIOCh YCITbI-
11aTh OTBETHl HA HEKOTOPBIE BOIIPOCHI, U TIOITOMY OHM PEILLWIY NOAAEpKaTh €ro.

BecTHMK, TIOYyBCTBOBAB 3TO JaBJI€HHE, MEIJIEHHO Pa3BEPHYJICSA M TOMBITAICS YIBIOHYTHCS
CBOMM CBEPHYTHIM B TpyOOUKy proM. CKopee YJIBIOKY BbIIABAJ €r0 YBEIMUUBILIUICS MPULITYD IJ1a3. —
A ciymato — CrioKoHMHBIM IOJIOCOM, TIPOM3HEC OH, HO B €0 TOHE CKPbIBAJIOCh HEUTO pyroe. — Ho He
TpaTbTe CBOE ke BPeMsi, KOTOpbIe MOIJIM OBl YAEIUTb OTIBIXY. .. FIHaYe MOXeTe He BbIKUTH!

BukuHra 3T0 HUCKOJIBKO HE BINEUYATIMIIO U CJIOBHO OBl HE 3aMETHB HE CUJIBHO-TO CKPbIBAEMOM
yIpO3bl, OH MPOAOJIKII:

— Jlnig yero uMeHHO Hac ciofa npusBain? K yemy Mbl gomkHbl rotoBurcsa? 1 kakas Bam ot
3TOro Beiroga?

— XM. { nonumarto Bamr unrepec. Ho, noBepsre, BCE 310 BbI NoiMeTe nozxe. [loka yro Bam
AOCTATOYHO 3HATh, UTO BbI JOJKHBI Oy/IeTe UCTIONHUTD NpeaHazHadeHue! OT Hero HUKyaa He 1eThCest!
Ero He uz6exars! OHO HacTynuT B 10O0M ciaydae! M To, YTO UMEHHO BbI BRIOPaHBI /17151 €70 MCIOJI-
HEHUsl, U1l Bac orpoMHasi Harpaga! Llenute sto!

— D10 1 yxe capimai. Lienute u Tyna-ciona... 5 xkenaio 3HaTh OoJblie!

— IIpuner Bpems u BbI BCE y3Haete! A ceifuac, s COBETYIO BaM MPUJIOKHUTh BCE YCHITHS, YTOOBI
JOCTUYb OIPEAEIEHHOro ycrexa. boros syudiie He pa3oyapoBbIBaTh, 4a U €CJU Bbl JOCTUTHETE TOW
Cuutbl, KOTOPOH OT Bac AyT, BO3MOXKHO BBICILIME CYIIECTBA CAaMHU CITyCTSTCSI K BaM M OTBETSAT Ha Bce
BOIMPOCHI!

— K yeMy MBI JOJIKHBI TOTOBUTCS? — IPOJOJIkKAJ HACTauBaTh Ha cBoeM CeBepsiHUH.

— K ucnbitanuio. .. [Is Hauana nocrapaidtech He yMepeTh!

38



. A.Hukn. «Cepnue mupoB»

BuKUHTr HEIOBOJIBHO XMBIKHYII, TIOHAMAs!, YTO HUYETO TOJIKOM OT HEro He JOObEeTCs, HO OH He
XKeJasl OTCTyNaTb.

— Tornma nocneqamii Boripoc. CMoXkeM JI Mbl BEpHYThCS K ceOe JoMOi ?

B nomerieHre BO3HUKIIa HANPSDKEHHAS T1ay3a. DTOT BOIIPOC BOJTHOBAJ BCeX O€3 UCKITIOUYEHHUS.
CexkyH[Ibl MOJTYAQHUSI PACTSTHBAIMCH JO OECKOHEYHOCTH M HAKOHEI[-TaKH CYIIECTBO PELIMJIO 3arOBO-
pHTB.

— Bel gomkHBL [ymMaTh 0 TOM, Kak packpbiTh cBolo Cuity. DTo nepBocTeneHHas 3ajadal — tak
TOJIKOM HMYETrO U He OTBETUB, BECTHHK pa3BepHYJICS U HAaYaJl YXOIUThb, HO B KOHIIE HEIPOMKO 100a-
BUII — Bc€ BO3MOXHO. .. TONBKO /17151 3TOrO HYKHO OBITh JIOCTATOYHO CUJIBHBIM. . .

Koraa vx BHOBb OCTaBMIJIM Ha€IMHE CO CBOMMH MBICISIMHA U COTHSIMH BOIIPOCOB, Maiiau Havaia
OIJISIIBIBATHCS 10 cTOpOoHaM. Eif moka3anock, CJIOBHO YTO-TO B TOM TMOMEIIEHHE U3MEHUIIOCh, U OHa
okazasach npaBa. OKMHYB B3IVISI0M BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO, JIEBYIIKA C YAUBJIEHUEM MOAMETHIIA, YTO Ha
APYroM KOHIIE, TOSIBIJIOCh OKOJIO JIeCSITKA yriyOneHuil B cteHe. CIIOBHO IIPOXOJ B TEMHYIO TIEHIEpy.
Ona Obl1a yBepeHa, uTo paHbllie UX 371eCh He ObUIO, Beb OHA TOTHOCTBIO OCMaTprBasia BCE MoMele-
HUe. 3ayMaBIIUCh, M3y MPeanookmia, YTo Ha 3TUX MecTax, Ijie ceilyac oOpa3oBaInCh yriyo-
JIEHWS1, paHbIlle MOTJIM OBITh 9TW CTPAHHbIE 3HAKH, KOTOPHIE PacloaraloTcs 1Mo BceMy NepuMeTpy U
HE TOJIBKO. ..

HacuwnTaB nBeHaanars yriayOneHui, CTano O4eBUIHO, YTO ITO JJIs KakI0ro u3 Hux. «Haznewoch
9TO HE HalllM UMITPOBU3MPOBaHHBIE KOMHATHI?!» C y)kacoM moaymasa JeByIIKa.

— A BOT Y HalllM anapTaMeHThl! — CJIOBHO MPOYMTAB €€ CTpAIIHbIe JOTaIKU, BECEIO MPOU3HEC
®nuke — Yto? — Crierka UCIyraHHO YCTaBWIICS OH Ha Dpy — Ternepb-To s MOry pasroBapusarh? Wi
THI IIOCTOSTHHO COOMPACIIILCS CISNTh 32 MHOM U KOHTPOJIMPOBAThH?

Dpa HAYEro He OTBETHJIA, JIMIIb Pa3BEPHY/IACh U HANPAaBWIACh K OMKaiieMy K Hell yrinyo-
JIEHUIO, KOTOpOE pacrojiarajioch Mo cepeauHe. Maiay penmia nocieqoBarb e€ mpumMepy, TOJIbKO
Ha000pOT, BHIOpaB camoe KpaiiHee cripaBa. UToObl CHMIIBHO HE BBIAETATHCSA. Tak ke OHa pernia
MOTOPOIUTHCS, YTOOBI ITU KpaliHUE MecTa 1o OOKaM He YCTIeNIU 3aHSTh, €l He XOTEIOCh COCE/ICTBO-
BaThb Cpasy ¢ AByMs HesHakoMIamMu. CeBepsiHUH ke HalpaBUICS B yIiTyOJieHHe, KOTOpOe HaXOIUIJIOCh
pagom ¢ Dpoit. «CrieranbHo?» [Tomymana neBymika. Terepb oHa He MOTJIa He HaOOIATh 32 HUM.
Ero 3BepuHas MoIllb, ’KECTKast MOXOAKA, YBEPEHHBIN XUIIHBIA B3IJIs, BBEPraiu e€ B MepBOOBITHBIN
yXKac ¥ OHa MaIlTMHAJIBHO TOTJIsIAbIBAJIa HA HETO, CIOBHO OBI CIIeJIs 32 TEM, YTOOBI OH HE IPHOHIKAIICS
K Hell. Mnn xe Hao6opot? OHa MoKa YTo He MOHUMAJIA. . .

3aiiis BHYTPb, AEBYIIKA OKa3ajlach MPAaKTUYECKU B MOJHOM TeMHoTe. Kazanock, yepes3 3ToT
MPOXO]] JOJKHO MPOHHUKATh ropas3zio OoJbllle CBEeTa, HO OH CJOBHO Obl OTKa3bIBAJICS 3]1eCh HAXO-
JWTCS ¥ TIPOCTO HE 3aXOMJI B 3TY MAJICHBKYIO MEIEPKY, OCTaBJIsis €€ He OCBelIeHHOM. [leByIka Koe-
KaK Halllynajia 4To-TO BpoJe KpOBaTH, TOJbKO KAMEHHOW U TpHceia Ha He€, TMBITasiCh OCMOTPEThCS.
OpnHako oHa coBceM HUYero He Buena. «Hy BUIUMO 31ech Mbl TOJKHBI TOJBKO CiaTh U BCE. OTIBIX
TOJIpa3yMeBaeT COH, a uto faibie? Heyxenn Bc€ ocTaBiieecs: BpeMsi Mbl OyIeM UYeMy-TO YUUThCS U
TpeHupoBarbcs?!» OHa CHIIBHO ycTana, e€ KJIOHWIO B COH, HO OHa Oosiiach 3ackimath. [1o KpaiiHeit
Mepe He Tak cpasy. [1oOMM30CTH CTONBKO CTPaHHBIX U OMACHBIX CYIIECTB, YTO BCE €€ YyBCTBA OMIIH
TPEBOTI'Y, OHA TIOHATHUS HE MMeJa KaK B MOJOOHON 00CTaHOBKE MOKHO paccinadutcs. Ho ecnut yunThbi-
BaTh BCE UTO cKa3asl BecTHUK, TO el ciieoBasio Obl OTIOXHYTh, MHAYE BAPYT OHA He cripaButcs?! Yto
oyner Torga? OkoHnvaresnbHast cMepTh? Vi 4to-HUOYAb TOXyxKe?

OT pa3MbllUIeHU! €€ OTBJIEK Yel-TO Xpal.

«Od¢wmrers! He ymuBmochk eciu 310 yxe PIUKC ycren 0e3MaTeHO 3aapemath. VM kak emy
TOJIBKO 3TO yraetcsi?!»

JeByika eme odeHb JOJITo chiaenaa U Aymaiaa 000 BCeM, Jeprasich M3-3a KaXAOro IIOopoxa.
Kakas-To yactuuka e€ pasyma 70 CUX MOp He BepuJsia Bo Bce npoucxopsiiee. Ipyrue mupsoi? Cumna
notoOHast Maruu? CTpaHHbIe YyAMIIa CIOCOOHBIE pa3roBapuBaTh Kak U oObuHble Jonu? 1 kakoe-To
TaM npeiHa3HaueHne? A emig. .. oHa n30paHHasi. .. Pa3Be Tak ObiBaeT? Maliau 60s11ach TAKOM OTBET-
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CTBEHHOCTH, HO em¢ OOoJIbIIie OHa OOsIACh, YTO MIPSMO Ceituac KTO-HUOYIb 3aiIeT K HeW B 9TO TEMHOE
MOMeIleHre ¥ IPUYMHHAT Kakoi-HUOy b Bpea. OHa Beslb Kak Ha OTKPHITOM JIaJoHu. .. [daxe nBepu
HET 4YTOOBI 3arepeThcs. A BIPYr OHHM BCe 3/1eCh He Jpy3bs U ToBapuiu? Bapyr onu Bce Oymyriue
COH@pHI/IKI/I? Torna KTO-TO U3 9TUX CTpaHIHI)IX CyH.[eCTB, TOYHO IIOIIBITACTCd OT H€é I/I36aBI/ITbCH. ..
OHa cxana cBOM MaJIeHbKME KYJIAUKM U TMOAKaB KOJIEHU K TPyAd, MPOAOJIKUIA CUAETh U TPSCTUCH
OT KakJI0ro MOCTOPOHHETO 3ByKa. A TIOTOM, OHA YCJIbIIIajia Iark U 4be-TO MpUOImkeHue. Spkuii
CBET 03apWJI €€ NeLEpy. ..
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I'maa 9 CBeuenue

He cmotps Ha ycrpammaroiiye 38yku, Makcum rpojgosikan npudnuxkarbest. OH ABUrasics BIOMb
TPELLMHBI, KOTOpasi ¢ KaXIbIM MPOMAEHHBIM METPOM CTaHOBWJIACch YyTOUKy mmpe. CrycTs Kakoe-
TO BpeMsl, IAPEeHb HAKJIOHWICS U NPUJIOKUI yXO K 3emuie. Ero goragku nonreepauiuck. OH ycibl-
mran cnadoe xxypyanue Boasl. Ho 3Byk okazascs ciuiikoM aainekuM. OnpeaenuTth paccTosiHue ObLIo
CJIOXKHO U PYKOW AOTSHYTCS HE MOMy4yasloch. MakCUM MOAHSUICS, OTPSXHYJ PYKH OT KaMEHHOW
KPOILIKU U IBUHYJICS IaJIbIIIe.

[Mapens 3ameTw1, 4TO 3JI00HBIN PHIK, MECTAMH CTaJl OOJIbIIIE HATIOMUHATH CKYJIeHHe. A Koraa
OH MIPUOM3UIICS elg OJTKe, TO M BOBCE MPAKTUYECKHU MTPEKPaTUIICS. «3aTainch ist ataku?» [1po-
MEJIKHYJIO Y Hero B rosiose. Ho moyemy-To oHoIIa ObUT yBEpEH, 4To JeJIo B YeM-To JApyrom. B uem
MMEHHO OH He IMOHUMAJI, HO BHYTPEHHEEe UyBCTBO TOJICKA3bIBAJIO 00 0OpaTHOM.

[TpumepHO MeTpoB uepe3 cTo, Makcum CHOBA HAKJIOHWJICS, YTOOBI YCIIBIIIATH KYpPUaHHUEe BOJIBL,
CJIOBHO OBbI XOTeJT YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO OHA HUKYJA He MCYe3jla M eMy He TOKAa3aJoCch B MPOIILIbINA
pa3. Benp BIiosHEe BO3MOXKHO, OH MTPOCTO YCIBIIIA TO, YTO U XoTen. Ho Het. Ha 3T0T pa3 3Byk BOjib
cras 6oJiee OTUYETIMBBIM, XOTh U IOTSHYThLCS JJO Hee BCE PABHO HE MPEJICTABISIOCh BOBMOKHBIM. Kak
Obl MAPHIO HE XOTEJIOCh UATU K MECTY OTKYJa OH COBCEM HEJABHO CIIBIIIA YTPOXKAOIINE 3BYKH, HO
MUTh eMy XoTesiochk Oomblie. Ceituac 3To ObUIa HE MPOCTO MPUXOTh, ITO KU3HEHHAST HEOOXOAUMOCTb.

[Nopoiins moOmu:ke, OH CHOBA HavaJl CIBILATh 37I00HBIN phIK. [laxe Oonee ycTpalaoii yeM
panbitie. [TapeHsb 3amep, MbITasiCh BCMOTPEThCS B TEMHOTY. PhluaHue He npeKpaniayiock, HO Py 3TOM
3BYK HE CTAaHOBWJICS OJIMKE M He OTAAIsUICS. EMy 3TO MOKa3ajoch OYeHb CTPaHHBIM, OJIHAKO He
HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI IPOBEPSATH, UTO TaM. .. MaKCHUM B OUEpeTHOM pa3 MPHIIAJ YXOM K yKe JOCTAaTOYHO
IIUPOKOW paclieiMHe W 9yTh ObUIO He 3aKpHuasl OT pajiocTd. Ero cepuie OGereHo 3aKoIOTHIIOCh.
«Heyxenu s neictButensHo Haien?!» BHyTpy Hero Bc€ ukoBaio. OH JOTSHYJCS KOHUUKOM MaJlb-
IEB /IO MTPOXJIATHOM, )KUBUTEIILHOW BJIATM M HE CMOT OBbI 3TO CITYTaTh ¢ 4eM-Jnoo emg. Tonpko He
cenyac!

EcrecTBeHHO HamuThCsi, HE MPEACTABISIO BO3ZMOKHOCTU. 3auepriHyTh WM HaOpaTh BOIBI B
JIAJIONIKY TOKAa YTO HE MOMy4yasiock. MakcuM OueHb MeAJIEHHO, Ha KOPTOYKaX, JABUHYJICS AAJible,
CITBIINA, KaK 37I00HO€ pbluaHUe YCUIMBAeTcs. B HeM MOSBUINCH SIBHbIE HOTKU IMPEJOCTEPEKEHUSI.
B kakoii-To MOMEHT, MapHIO MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO BOT-BOT U3 TEMHOTH HA HETO BBHICKOUUT OTPOMHBII,
JUKud 3Bepb. OH CHOBaA 3acThUl B oxkuaanue. Cepue nponoikaao KOJIOTUTCS TaK, YTO OTIABaJIO B
yim. Hepsel Obit Ha ipenenie. Ho artaku He nocnenoBaio. «MoxkeT ceiiuac goctany?» OH CHOBa
HaKJIOHWJICS, MPOTSAHYB pyKy. Ha 3T0T pas, 1o BoAbl 0Kazaioch emme Onmxke, HO Mo-TpesKHeMY Helo-
CTaTOYHO, YTOOBI MOJKHO OBLIO €€ 3aUepITHYTh, YTO TOJIBKO APA3HUIIO JIMITHUH pa3. TombKko BOT CMO-
XKET JIM OH C/IeNaTh el XoTs Obl mapy maroB? Bce ero MHCTUHKTHI 3a0uu TpeBory. [lapeHp moHu-
MaJl, ero npuoIMKeHne ofHo3HaYHO YyBCTBYIOT! Ho moka uto He Hanagaiot! «MoxeTt ObITh 3[1eCh He
MIPUHSATO HAMaaTh HA TeX, KTO MPHILIEI MOMUTh BoAbl. Kaxercs, s Takoe BUeT B MUPE KUBOTHBIX. . .
Ara, KOHEUHO, pa3meydTascs!»

[lepe6opoB cBoii cTpax, MakcuM 4yTh JIM HE MOI3KOM, MPEOAO0eN elllé HECKOILKO METPOB U
pacIuiacTaBIIUCh HA 3eMJIe, CHOBA MOMbITAJICS JOTAHYThCs. B 3TOT pa3, emy ynanock HEMHOTO 3a4epil-
HyTh. OH OUEHb CHJIBHO XOTeJ ITh. BooOIIIe, HAMUTHCsT BOIBI, OBUIO €r0 €IMHCTBEHHBIM KEJIaHUEM
ceriuac! OHAKO, TApEHb CMOT MePeOOPOTH CBOIO KakIy U BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI HaXJIeOaThCsl HeU3-
BECTHOM KUIKOCTH U3-TIO/1 3eMJIH, CHaYaJIa MPOCTO MPOIMOJIOCKaI POT U CILTIOHY Ha 3emutio. [Tpone-
J1aB TIONOOHYI0 MAHUITYJISIIMIO HECKOJIBKO a3, OH Haval yIaAThCsl OOpaTHO, YTOOBI JIMIITHUE pa3 He
HEpBUPOBATh XUIITHUKA, WK KTO TaM 3aTaujicsl B TEMHOTE. . .

VYuuThiBasi OrPOMHYIO a1y U JOCTYMHOCTh BOJBI, Y MapHS OT 3TOrO Ja)e 3aKpyKUJIach
rosioBa. Ho oH 0co3HaBa1, YTO MMOHATUS HE UMEET, II€ HAXOAUTCS U BOOOIIE BOJA JIM 3TO HA CAMOM
nene? YroOwl ceiluac OH He UCIIBITHIBAI, Makcum crapascs pa3yMHO paccyxiarsk. [lostomy mpo-

41



. A.Hukn. «Cepnue mupoB»

CTO TIPOTIOJIOCKAB POT, HY U HE CAEPXKABIIKUCH, APy Karesb BCE ke MPOIJIOTUB, OH PEIT BUKAATD
HECKOJIbKO YacoB. 3a TAKOE BpPeMsi, OH HE YMPET, a €CJIM UICTOUYHHUK OTPAaBJIEH WM YTO-HUOY/Ib MO100-
HOE, TO CKOpee BCEro ero COCTOSTHUE YXYAIIUTCS, ¥ OH MOWMET, YTO He CTOUT OTcioa nuTh. Ecre-
CTBEHHO BCE€ 3TO NPH YJAYHOM packiaje... KoHeuHo, npuaercs mouckarb 4to-HUOYAb Jpyroe, BOT
TOJIBKO HET HUKAaKUX TapaHTHUil, 4yTo eMy yaactcsl HauTH. [1o3ToMy 0HOIIA OYeHb CHUIIBHO HaesIcs
Ha TO, YTO 3/IECh OKXKETCS BCE e MUTheBast BOJIA U OH HE YMPET OT JKaK/Ibl.

Korga mapenb otolen HEMHOTO Haszal, Yrpokaiollee pbluaHue MpeKpaTHiaoch U Makchum
pelmI nepesxaaTb HEMHOTO BpEMEHH UMEHHO 37ech. KOHeUHO, HaXo/1sICh Ha TAaKOW OTKPBITON MeCT-
HOCTH, OH ITOHUMAJI, YTO CHJIbHO PUCKYET U MPeObIBaeT B MOCTOSTHHOW onacHocTH. Ho natu o6patHo,
eMy MpocCT He XxBaTtuT cuil. Kakaas MyuHyTa 1uidsiack Bce JoJblie U aosibiie. U ¢ Kax a0l HOBOM MUHY-
TOH OH CTAaHOBWJICS BCE JiepraHHer. B uTore HECKOJIBKUX YacoB OH TaK U HEOXKAJICS, XOTSI BpEMEHH
MPOIIO yX)e Joctaroyno. [1o KpaitHel Mepe, OH Tak JyMall v HaJesuics Ha 3TO.

Hakonen-to Makcim NpuHsIT pellieHre BEpHYThCSI K TOMY MECTY, OTKYJa eMy yAaloch JOTs-
HYTbCSI 10 )KUBUTEJIBHOH BJIary. 37100HOE phlYaHKe BHOBb IOSIBUJIOCH, CJIOBHO MpeJocTeperasi He pu-
omkarbesi. OTHAKO MAapHIO OHO TIOKA3aJI0Ch YKe He TAKUM ITyraioumM. Vi ke oH MpocTo CTa MpH-
BBIKaTh K TIONOOHOMY, YUUTHIBASI, YTO OH HECKOJIBKO Pa3 MepeKul CMepTeIbHbIE OITACHOCTH.

HaGpagmmics cmenocTu, OH Mpoles gaxe Ha mapy METPOB MOAAJIbIe, YToObl yinoOHee ObLIO
3a4epribiBaTh BoAY. [lapeHb HaKJIOHUJICA U KaJHO HavaJl MUTh C JaJOIKU. EMy XOTeoCch BHIUTH BCE
YTO TYT MMeeTcsl. BHIUTh BCIO BOIY, 10 KOTOPOM OH JoTsHeTcs. HamuTbes Tak, 9ToObI OOJIbIIe He
ne370 B Hero. Ho oH moHMMaU1, 4To 3TOro JIefaTh He CTOUT. DTOT YPOK OH YK€ BBIYUMIT OJHAXKIBL. . .
Boo0r1ie 60JBIIMHCTBO YPOKOB, UTO IMpeMNoaaBasa XU3Hb €My HUKOTa He HPaBUIIMCh, HO KaK TOBO-
PUJI €ro NMOKOWHBIN oTell: «Ecim citymarh TOJbKO Te ypOKH YTO TeOe HPaBATCS, HUKOI/IA HUYeMy He
HayuuIbes ! ». Tak oHO M ObLIO Ha CaMOM Jiefe.

HaruBimcs, Makcum crait ce0st 4yBCTBOBATH TOpa3Io Jiydiiie. Bputo orymieHue, 4yto Aaxe Cu
npudaBmwiIoch. ENMHCTBEHHOE, O YeM OH KaJsiell, TaK 3TO TO, YTO Y HEero He ObUIO HUKAKOW €MKO-
CTH Kya MOXHO ObUIO OBl HAOpaTh ceOe Bojbl Ha Oymyiee. Ho HUKaKuX qpyrux BapuaHTOB Y HErO
MIONIPOCTY HET, BHIOMpATh HE MPUXOAUTCS U OCTaBaThCs 37€Ch CIUIIKOM onacHo. Ecim Bapyr KTo-
TO U3 IPYIUX CYIIECTB OKAXETCs MOOIM30CTH, YTOOBI TaK K€ HAMUTHCS, Y HEr0 MOTYT BO3HUKHYTh
oonbime mpobnembl. EMMHCTBEHHOE NPaBIIIbHOE, HA IAHHBI MOMEHT, pellleHHe, ObLII0 BEPHYThCS
Ha BO3BBIIIICHUE K TOH remepe. Bo-nepBbix, TaM Teruio. Bo-BTOphIX, Topasio cBeTiee, 4To JaeT eMy
HEeOOJBINoe MPEUMYIECTBO. M B-TpeThUX, 3TO MPOCTO BHITOAHO, TAKTUYECKOE BO3BhIIeHHEe. OcTa-
JIOCh TOJIBKO YOEOUTCs, YTO CBET OT Memiepbl He OyJaeT MpHUBJIeKaTh JUIITHEr0o BHUMaHusA. Y Mak-
crMa OBUIO OIIYIIIEHHE CJIOBHO TeIepa, B 3aBUCMOCTH OT CBOETO CBEYEHHU 1, CIIOCOOHA JINOO TPHBJIe-
KaTb, TMOO HA0OOPOT OTIYTMBATh APYTUX CyIIecTB. BooOIe OH yBepeH, 4To 3Ta aHOMaJTUS SIBJISLIIACH
JKHBBIM CYILIECTBOM, COMHEHHUSI BOSHUKAJIM TOJIBKO 110 TIOBOJLY TOTO, ObLIA JI OHA €IMHBIM LIEJTBIM HJTH
B HEll cOIepKajoch MHOKECTBO MAJIEHbKUX CBETSIIUXCS OPraHM3MOB, KOTOPbIE 3aMaHUBAs B CBOIO
JIOBYILIKY, CIIOCOOHBI MMUTAThCS JPYTMMU CyIleCTBaMU. Belb OH JlorafibiBasicsi YTo0 MMEHHO MPOU30-
IIJIO C TeM MOHCTpoM. Ero He mpocTo ucrenenmio, ero morioTHsIo, remepa BIuTala ero B ceos.
CnoBHO Obl MepeBapuiia, He OCTABUB JIA)Ke KOCTOUEK MJIM YTO Y HErO TaM BHYTPU JIOJKHO OBITh. ..
U ckopee Bcero, oHa TOYHO TaK:Ke CIOCOOHA 1000 CYIECTBO YHUUTOXUTh. OT 3TOr0 CTAaHOBHIIOCH
HEMHOT'O CTPAIIHOBATO, HO MaKCUM MOHUMAJ, YTO UMEHHO 3TO U HYKHO UCIIONB30BaTh JJIs1 CBOEH
3amuThl. [1o-apyromy emy 31ech He BBUKHUTS. .. OH 00s13aH MPUCTIOCOOMTHLCS U UCTIONB30BaTh JIIOOYIO
BO3MOKHOCTb.

Bo3sBpamasice o6patno, [lapeHp gymas o ToM, 4To OfHa MpodiemMa, MOXHO CKa3aTh pellieHa,
XOTs1 6e3 e/Ibl eMy TaKXke JOJT0 He MPOTSAHYTh. M XOTh OH M3HAYAILHO HECHJIBHO MPHIABAT STOMY
3HAUEHHs, TaK KaK BCE ero BHUMaHKe ObUIO 3aHSTO IIOUCKOM BOIbl, TO TETEPh OH OCO3HAJI C TOMCKOM
/Il MOXeT BO3HUKHYTH eIne Oosbiie mpodiem! Benb moctath cebe mporuTaHue Tam, Tjie Thl ¥ CaM B
MoOOW MOMEHT MOKEIIIb CTaTh IUIIEN IJIs1 KOro YroHO, O4eHb Heslerkasi 3a/1a4a. .. EMy HyKHO ObLUIO
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4yTo-HUOYIb MprayMath. [IpocTo HajeeTcss Ha ygady HET HUKAKOTO CMBICIIA, OHA C CAMOTO TIEpBOro
ero JiHs1 Oblla TIOBEpHYTa K HEMY HE TEM MECTOM.

Korma MakcuMm BepHYicss 0OOpaTHO K CBETSIIEHCS Telepe, OH HEBEPOSATHO CHUIIbHO HMCIIBITHI-
BaJI TOJION, a eI, ’KaxJa CHOBA BEpPHYJIACh, ObUIO OIIyIIEeHHe, OYATO OH M He THJI JI0 3TOro. JKMBOT
CKPYUMBAaJIO, OH YyBCTBOBAJ CJa0OCTh M TOJIOBOKpYkeHHe. Pyku BcE criibHEe HAUMHAIIM TPSICTHCh.
[epBoe Bpemsi, OH cTapajicsi He oOpalarh Ha 3TO BHUMaHHUE, HO Terepb, TO CTAHOBWJIOCH CJIMII-
KOM TPeBOKHO. EMy cpouHO TpeOoBasIoch MPONMTaHUE, XOTh YTO-TO. .. OT OTUasIHUSA, TAPEHb 10CTAT
MPOTYXIIETro CIM3HS U3 CBOErO KapMaHa M TIOIHeC ero K Hocy. Jlyuie Obl OH He Hioxall. .. OT noxo0-
HOTO 3araxa y Hero HayaJluch pBOTHBIE TTO3BIBBI, HO OJIeBaTh ObLJIO HEYEM.

— Her. D10 51 TouHO ectb He Oyny! [lo KpaiiHeil Mepe, eCIi XOUy €I KHTb. ..

3acyHyB CIM3HsI 0OpaTHO B KApMaH, OH MOHSLI, YTO TOITHOTBOPHOE YYBCTBO CJIETKa MepeduIio
rosion. EMy He cTaso oT 3TOro jerde, HO OH He Tepsut Hajek/apl. CeB Ha 3eMITIO U TIOJKaB KOJICHU K
rpyau, Makcum 0OJIOKOTHJI TOJIOBY | CTApaJicsl He AyMath o efe. ToJbKo He O efie. ..

IOHo1ma He 3ameTHII, Kak 3aipeMal. Y Hero He OblI0 BO3MOKHOCTH HOPMAJIbHO BHICTIATHCS, UTO
HE YIMBUTEJIHHO, TOTOMY COH 3aCTaBaJl €ro MpH JIIOON BO3MOXHOCTH, KOTIa OPraHU3M He HCIIBITHI-
BaJI CUJIbHOTO CTPECCa M He YyBCTBOBAJI OMACHOCTH. YTO ObI OH HE UCIIBITHIBAII, BCE K€ CMATh TaK ke
HeoOxoaumo. MHaye opraHu3M paHo MM TIO3[JHO MPOCTO HE BBIIEPKUT. . .

OH npocHyJICs OT CTPAHHOTO YyBCTBA. Bpoae Obl HUYero He MpoU30IILIo, HO YTO-TO OBLIO He
Tak. OH omryman ceds CIUIIKOM cTpaHHO. [IposipaB r71a3a 1 BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPEBIIUCH BOKPYT,
napeHb YOUJICS YTO HUKOTO OO IM30CTH HeT. Tora OTKyaa y Hero Takoe mogo3puTeibHoe OecIoKO-
ctBO BHyTpH? ByaTo KT0-TO 32 HUM Habmoaaet. CIycTs eme HEeMHOTO BpeMeHH, apeHb MOHSLI, JIeJI0
B nemiepe... OHa cTaja cBeTUTCs coBCeM No-Ipyromy. bonee sipko, HO 310 He oTmyruBaso. laxe
HA0OOPOT, CKOpee MPUTATHBAJIO, YTO OBUIO TOCTATOYHO CTPAHHO. EMy XOTeoch MOAONTH OONIIKE,
YTOOBI PACCMOTPETH STOT HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIH CBET BO BeeX AeTalsax. OKYHYTCs B 9TO TEIUIO, 3a0paThCs
BHYTpb U pacciaduthest TaM... M Bapyr oH noHsut. [lemepa rononHa. OHa BHOBb JKeJaeT IJIOTH U
MO3TOMY €€ cBeueHue CMeHUJI0Ch. OHa NMpUMaHUBAeT J0ObITY !

OT Ooco3HaHusI TOTrO, YTO CKOPO CI0Ia CHOBA MOTYT 3a0pecTd mapy 4yHOBHII, MAPHIO CTAJIO
aypHo. Ilemepe To HOpManIbHO OyAeT, KOra OHa MOMKAPUT M PaCTBOPUT MOHCTPOB B cede... Bot
TOJIBKO IO 9TOTO, OHU YCHEIOT UM TIOJIAKOMHTCSI, €CJI HATKHYTCS 3/1eCh HA HEro!

«Yro xe nenarp? Yoerars? A BOPYr He IOMOXeT?!»

MakciM Havyasl CyOpOXHO Pa3MBIIIUISTh, €r0 JbIXaHUe YIaCTUIIOCh.

«Kaxk xe nmocrynutb?! EImE onHy CTHIUKY ¢ OIOOHOM TBAPHIO s TOYHO HE MepekUBY |»

EnuHCcTBEHHOE, YTO €My MPHIIUIO B TOJIOBY, 3TO MPOCTO Oexarh. Bexarh ckopee 1 Kak MOKHO
AaJibIlie OT STOTO MECTa, YTOOBI He HATKHYTHCS Ha KOTO-HUOY b, Ube BHUMAHUE MPHBJICYET CBEUCHHE.
Ho mocrnie Toro, kak OH MalMHAJIBHO 3aCYHYN PyKy B KapMaH, MapeHb 3aMmep, A0CTaB ciu3HsA. «OH
BCE paBHO MHe OOJIbIlie HU TSI Yero He roguTtcsl. HeT HUKakoi rapaHTuu, 4To sl STUM CMOTY KOTO-
HUOYJb OTITYTHYTh, pa3 B MPOIUIBII pa3 yxke He Moxydmiock. [la u checTh 51 ero He cMory... Toraa
MOJET CTOUT MOMPOOOBaTh 3aKUHYTH €ro B Tiemepy?!»

[Napens mocMoTpes cHavYasia Ha CIIM3HS, IOTOM Ha CBETSIIeecs yriyoaeHue, 1 MeJJICHHO JIBU-
HYBIINCH BIIepe[, 3aKUHYJI €r0 BHYTPb.

Ha kopoTkoe MrHoBeHHe, CBEYEHHE PE3KO CTAIO spue, HEMHOTO OCJIENHB MapHs, HO TIOTOM
OHO BHOBb CTaJI0 O0JIee pa3MEepEeHHBIM U TYCKJIBIM. bosiee Teruisiv, HO Py 9TOM He TaKUM MaHSIIIUM,
YTO CJIerKa MPOTUBOPEUNIIO €r0 MOHUMAHUI0. .. K ToMy MOMeHTy, kak MakciM niepeMorascs U CTal
OoJiee-MeHee BUIECTh, TYXJION CyOCTaHIIMU, KOTOpasi paHbIlle ObUIa CIIM3HEM, YKe He OKa3zaaoch. OH
CJIOBHO MCIIapuJIcsl. XOTsI CKOpee BCero MMEHHO TaK IMPUMepHO ¥ ObL10. [lemmepa BUIMMO HAChITHIIACh.
[IpaBia HEHAaOTO, KaK OH U Mpefroarail. byKBaJbHO MUHYT Yepes3 AeCATh-TISATHAALAT, CBEUCHHUE
CHOBa HAauMHAJIO HaOMpaTh 0OOPOTHI U MpUBJIEKaTh BCE Ooblne BHUMaHUA. Ho K 3TOMY BpemeHH,
MapeHb yKe ycrea HEMHOTrO oTaanuTcs. He cnuimkoM aaneko, yToObl BUAETH Melepy U yoeauTces B
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CBOUX Ooragkax, HO JOCTaTO4YHO, ‘ITO6])I MUWHUMU3UPOBATH CBOW IAHCHI Ha cnyqaﬁHon BCTpEYy C
KEM-TO TOJIOJJHBIM 1 OYEeHb OIACHBIM.

Makcum JBUrasicsi MpruMepHO B TOM JKe HallpaBJIeHue, IJIe €My yAaIoCch IOCTaTh 10 Bofbl. [Toka
YTO y HEro He ObUIO HUKAKUX APYTuX uaen. [t Hayana eMy XOTeIoCch CHOBA HAIUTHCS, & YK TIOTOM,
MOXHO W TOAyMaTh, TJIe U Kak pa3faoObTh mporuTtanre. C KakIsIM 9YacoM eMy CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE
xyxe. JIonuio yxke JO TOro, 4To OH XOTeJl HAUTH Ty CYXYI0 BETOUKY, KOTOpash KakKMM-TO 0Opa3oM
CMOIJIa TIPOPACTU U3 3eMJIM, U TIONPoOOBaTh € Ha BKYC. BApyr B Hell coaepkaThCsl XOTh KaKue-
TO TUTaTesbHble BeniecTBa? Ho mpoOriema Obuta B TOM, YTO Kak Obl OH HE CTapajics, HAWTH TOXE
caMoe MecTo emMy He yaanoch. CIUIITKOM TEMHO, CITUIIIKOM OMACHO, CITUIITKOM HE3HAKOMO BCE BOKPYT.
[TapeHb IPOCTO HE MOT OPUEHTUPOBATHCS B 3TOM MPaKe U IMO3TOMY IPOCTO IIeJT MPUMEPHO Ty[a, T/ie
yXKe yCIies IOObIBATh.

CIycTst HECKOJIBKO YacOB, €My BHOBB y/IaJIOCh HATKHYTCS Ha MOAOOHYIO TPEIUHY B 3eMJIe, HO
OH OBbLT yBEpeH, 4To 3TO He Ta ke camasi, KOTOPYI0 OH Halllesl B TIepBBIA pa3. DTO Apyroe MecTo.
HaKJIOHI/IBHII/ICI), MapeHb MONbITAJICA OOTAHYTBCA OO BOAbI, HO ITOTCPIIC/T HEYAAYY. Toma OH pCHINII
MPOUTUCH BIIepe]l, KaKk BIPYr CHOBA, BAAJM, YCIBIIIAT yrpoxaioiiee pelyaHue. Ha MrHoBeHue oH
3aMep, HO MPAKTHUECKU Cpasy ke MPOJOIKII ABMkKeHUe. PhIK yxke OblT 3HAaKOMBbIM ¥ MaKCUM PHUCK-
HYJI HEMHOTO TIpUOIM3UTLCSA. Kaskiast cekyHaa mpoMe yieH s, MOTJIa CTOUTh CJIMIIIKOM JIOPOTO.

B st10T pas, emy Oosiee 1oBesso, MOTOMY YTO TPEIIMHA YXOIWIa CJIerka B CTOPOHY OT 3THUX
OTACHBIX 3BYKOB, M MIAPEeHb ObLT 9TOMY TOJIBKO pajl. [Ipoiias oKkoino COTHU MeTpoB, MaKkchM yke He
CJTBIIIIAJT PHIYAHUS W TIO3BOJIMIT ceOe MITH HEMHOTO yBepeHHee. OTIaMBIINCH TOCTATOYHO JAJIeKO,
OH HaKJIOHWJICS 3a4epIHYTh BOAbI U 3amep. [lepes HUM HaXOAUIOCh HEUTO HeApykemooHoe. [Tpsamo
HAIPOTHUB €ro IJIa3, CTOSUTU JIBa YePHBIX M TAKUX Ke ITyOOKHX, CIOBHO cama Oe3/IHa, 3pavka.

[Mapens 3acTbin, u3oOpakas craryio. OH Jaxe He ycHes WCIYraThCsl, ero Cepiie MpocTo
3amMeprio. Pyko# HallfynaB Kakol-To KaMeHb, OH MPUTOTOBUJICS OTpaXaTh aTaKy CYIIECTBA. YUUThHI-
Basl, YTO WX Ila3a HAXOIWINCh MPUMEPHO Ha OIHOM YPOBHE, a TIApeHb cefvac MPaKTUIEeCKH JieKall
Ha 3eMJie, OH MOT IMPEIIONIOKHTh, YTO HAITPOTHB HEr0 MOHCTP Ha MOA0OMe OOJIBIIOrO SAIIepa Win
Yero-To MmogoOHOTO.

MakcuMm criioTHyI 1. D10 OBUIO €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH CJeJIall, 0 MUMO CXKaToro B pyKe KaMHSI.
WM 31oro okazasioch JOCTAaTOYHO. fiiepuiia, pasMepoM C 4YelOoBeKa, PhIBKOM PHUHYJACh HA HEro.
[TapeHs KyBBIpKHYJICS B OOK, M30erasi aTaky MacThlo, HO HE YCIeJ OH MOAHATHCS, KaK MOHCTp YkKe
MPUOSTU3UIICA K HEMY U TIOTIBITAJICS YXBATUTh €ro 32 pedpa. MakcuM IMOHUMAJT, YTO He yCIieBaeT yBep-
HYTbCA. OH CIIUIIKOM MeII)IeHHLIfI n HeHOBOpOT)II/IBI)II';I. Bcé uto oH cMmor caesarb, 3TO IOACTaBUTH
CBOIO PYKY, IIPUKPLIBASICH €IO. TBapb BLICIINJIACH B €I'0 IIOTh, C)KMas CBOU CTAJIbHBIE TUCKU K HAYaJIa
CWJIBHO pa3uparh PyKy MOIIHBIMU PhIBKAMH, MOTasl FOJIOW U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

Jukas 6011b mpoimia ero pazyM. Bosich oTepsATh CBOI0 KOHEYHOCTh, MapeHb MOMBITATICS MaK-
CHMAaJIbHO CHUJIBHO TIPMKaTh €€ K Tely U CO BCEW CHJIbI Havasl JYyNUTh KAMHEM MOHCTpY TO Oarlike.
[epBble HECKOMIBKO YIApOB MPAKTUYECKH He HAHECITM HUKAKOTro Bpeaa. Ho Ha TpeTHid, yqauHo rmornas
OCTpPBIM YIJIOM, U3 TOJIOBHI siiliepa OpbI3HYJa KpoBb. OT 3TOro, CyIMIECTBO TOJIBKO PACCBUPEIIENIO U
MIPUHSIIOCH C OOJIBINIEH SIPOCTBIO Pa3IUPaTh €ro IJIOTh.

Makcum BriepBbie 3apbraai. Ckopee OT 00JM, HO B 9TOM MPUCYTCTBOBAJIA U HE MaJlasl 4acThb
3noct. OH MPUHSTICS C ee OONBIIMM yeepareM JTYIUTh TBaph 1o Oamike. M Korja eMy oKas3anoch,
YTO BOT-BOT OHA YK€ C/IACTCS M OTIYCTHUT €ro PyKy, OH 3aMeTHJI CTpaHHOE CBeueHHe B 00nacTu eé
pasbl. TOTBKO BOT HUKAKOTO CBETa B TOM MUPE He MOTJI0 ObITh. HO OHO OBLTIO. . . A TIOTOM MPOU3O0IILIO
¥ BOBCE UTO-TO HeBeposiTHOe. [IpsiMo Ha ero ria3ax, paHa Ha MOHCTpe HavaJia 3aTsruBaThC. . .

[Mapens pacrepsiics. OT yauBIIeHUs OH CIIOTKHYJICS Y 3aBAJIWJICS HA CITMHY, a CYIIECTBO MIPpUAa-
BUJIO €T0O CBEPXY, JI0 CHX TOp HE BHIITyCKast PyKy 4YeJloBeKa U3 CBOel macTu. Makcum ciierka 3amerti-
KaJicsl, BCE elle He Bepsl CBOMM TInazaM. Ho moTom HeOosbiloe, MpUMEpPHO TaKoe Ke CBeYeHHUe, OH
3aMeTHJ1 y MOHCTpa B 001acTu ero Oproxa. YTo 9TO 3HAYUT, OH MOHATHS HE UMEJI, HO YIepPEBIIUCh
KOJICHOM B TeJI0 MOHCTpPa, pe3KUM PHIBKOM TiepeBepHYJIcs. Termepb OH OKa3ajics CBEpXy, HaJIaBJIH-
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Basi CBOUM TeJIOM U JIOTIOJTHUTENILHO PYKOM, KOTOpasi HAXOAMJIACh B MACTH sAIIEpPa, PUIABIMBAI €r0
rojioBy K 3emiie. EMy OblIo G0JIbHO, HO Ha KOHY CTOsUIA €ro u3Hb! Makcumy yaanoch pacKpbITh
rOpJIO CBOETO Bpara, ¥ OH MPUHSUICS JYITUTh KAMHEM IPSIMO TI0 YI3BUMOMY MecTy. Yepe3 HECKOIBKO
yIIapOB, KOTJIa BHOBb OPbI3HYJIa KPOBb, IAPHIO MIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH CHOBA 3aMeTHJI c1aboe CBeYeHHE B
oOnactu Oproxa, KOTOpOe CJIOBHO ObI MEPEXOIUIIO K OTKPBITOM paHe sAliepa. .. U Toraa Makcum Havast
YyepeioBaTh yaphl B pa3Hbie ysA3BUMbIe MecTa. OH OWJT IPOCTHO U TaK JIOJTO, TIOKA TEJIO MOHCTPA He
MPeBPaTHIOCh B hapiil, a CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE PYKHU MapeHb MPOCTO MepecTal YyBCTBOBATD. . .
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I'masa 10 IlepBas ena

Iocne ouepetHON cXBaTKM 3a CBOIO M3Hb, MaKCUM JI0JITO€ BpeMsI HE MOT ITOAHSATHCS, IbITa-
SICh OTIBIIATHCS. ONIYIBIBast CBOIO PYKY, OH OOJIE3HEHHO XMYPHUIICS TPH KakI0M MPHUKOCHOBEHHE,
TaK Kak ocTpas OoJb OTAaBasa JIo camoro cepaua. IlepexiaB coBceM HEMHOTO, TapeHb MOAHSIICS Ha
KOPTOUKH U MPUHSJICA TUTh BOAY, YTOOBI OCKOpee oTciozia yopatbes. He 3ps ke oH Bce-Taku coaa
IIPUILIEJT, HO OH OMACAJICs, YTO 3arax ero KPOBU MOXET IPUBJIEYb OUYEPEHOTO OIIACHOTO U TOJIOIHOTO
XUINHUKA. Bech B ccaimHax M ¢ cepbe3HOi paHOW Ha pyKe, I0HOIIA COOMPAJICS] IPONTUCH HEMHOTO
Aablie, 9ToOBl OCMOTPETHCSI, HO CIENaB Mapy IaroB ocraHoBmiIcs. OH TOCMOTpEN Ha TYIIy MOBep-
’KEHHOrO MOHCTpa M 3aJyMaiicsl. «A 4To s cobupatoch uckare jaansiue? Eny?» OH npudbmmsuics
NoOIMIKe K TIOBEP)KEHHOMY CYILIECTBY M OCMOTPEB €ro emié pa3, MpuHioxaics. Bpoie 6b1 oTBpaTHBIM
HUYEM HE MaxJo.

3a To HeJOJIrOe BpeMsl, UTO I0HOIIIA 3/1ECh HAXOQWJICS, OH YK€ IMOHSI 3aKOHBI 3TOro Mupa. Ecin
37eCh ¥ MOXHO OBUIO YTO-HUOYAb CHECTh, TAK TO TO, YTO ThI cMOr ModeanTh. MHave Hukak. OH
NOTEPSUT KaKylo-TMO0 HaJekK Iy HAWTH 371eCh YTO-TO OoJiee-MeHee MPUBBIYHOE, & BO BCEM OCTAJIBHOM
OH BCE paBHO He pa3oupacs... [I03ToMy eAMHCTBEHHBIH 1IAHC Ha CllaceHHe, YTOObl HE YMEpEeTh OT
rojioa, Jexan celyac npsMo nepej HUM. MakcuM akKypaTHO THIKHYJI NAJIBLIEM B TEJIO SIILIEPULIBI U
orcTpaHuics Ha3al. Huuero He npousonuio. ITogonsuHyBIIMCh MOOIMIKE, OH €€ pa3 MPUHIOXAJICA
U B €ro rojioBe cama Io ce0e BO3HUKJIA KapTHHKA, KaK OH JKapUT Msco Ha KocTpe. JKMBOT TYT xe
3aypyaJl, a BO pTy NOsABWIIACh CilIoHA. OH IO IIPUBBIYKE XOTEN CIUIIOHYTh, HO yaepxaics. IlneBarsca
B 9TOM MHpE — HEeMO3BOJIMUTENbHAS pocKollb. Hukoraa He 3Haelb, KOrjaa Tl B CIEAYIOLIMNA pa3 CMO-
XKelllb HaIUThCA.

Tenepb N30aBUTHCS OT MBICTIEH, KaK OH MOIKAPUBAET 3TY SILLIEPHIly HA KOCTpe, OblJI0 HEBO3-
MoxHO. Ho, Kak ¥ rae pa3no0siTe oroHs? KoHewHO, OH 3HaJI 0 METoIaX THUIA TPEHUH MAJIOYeK WIIN
BHIOMBAHMSI CKPBI U3 OTHUBA ¥ TOMY IOIO0OHOE, HO JIaXe eciv Obl MapeHb yXke JO 3TOrO MOA0OHBIM
MOJIb30BAJICS U YMeJ Obl TaK JOOBIBATh OTOHB, TJ€ €My HAUTH CTOJIBKO BeTOK? [IpHMBBIYHBIE METO/IBI
MOXHO cpasy oTOpocuTsb. «[loxoske nmpuaaTbesi mpoOOBaTh €CTh MPSIMO TaK. .. CBIpoe Msico». OT 3TOro
€My CTaJI0 HEMHOTO JIypHO, HO ToJIofl HUKYyJa He Aenascs. Ha cekyHay emy 3To axe MoKa3ajaoch He
TAKOM YK U IJIOXOM ujeer. Yok Jiyuille, YeM MbITaTbCsl ChbECTh TYXJIOTO CIM3HA !

CrioTHyB OuYepeiHyI0 MOPLMIO CIIOHBI, MaKkcuM B34JICs 32 XBOCT 9TOM TBapy U NPUMEPHJIICS
KyZa Obl YKYCUTb. «DTO MPOCTO KMBOTHOE... B HaIlleM MHUPE MX MOCTOSIHHO eAAT! YcioBus Tam
KOHEYHO JIpyrue, HO MHE BBIOMpaTh He mpuxoautcs!» Jlyman napeHb, HacTpauBasich Ha TO, YTOOBI
OTKYCUTb XOTs1 Obl Kycouek. Mnm Tak uiam oH ympeT ot roioga. Ho ¢ Buty BCE BHIIVIAAENIO CIUILIKOM
TBEPAbIM, CJIOBHO XMTHHOBBIE TUIACTHHBI TJIOTHO MPUKPHIBAIM MSKOTh 9TOr0 MOHCTpa. Tak u 3yOsl
MOJIOMaTh HE JOJTO... MakchM B3sUICS 32 KaMeHb, KOTOPBIM MPOOKJI SIIIEpUIIe YEperTylKy U Mpu
MIOMOIIH €T0 COOMPAJICSl OTKOJIOTUTD OT CYIECTBA KaKoW-HUOYab» Kycok. Ho oueBnaHO, uTO Hziest He
U3 caMbIX Jyduux. ['ono 3aTymMaHu pasym napHs, HO He Ha CTOJIbKO, YTOOBI OH IOJTHOCTBIO Iepe-
cTaJsl Jymarb o cBoeil 6ezonacHocTd. llyMoM M 4ykoi KpOBbIO, OH IIPUBJIEYET CIOJA OYEHb MHOIO
He MpOLIEHHBIX TocTeil. EMy HeoOxonmmo ObuIo HaiiTi Oonee mogxopsiiee MecTo. .. Hiuuero kpome
TOH CBeTsALIENC Melepbl B TOJIOBY HE NPUXOAMUIIO. YXBATUB OHOM PyKOH AILEpUIly 3a yriyOlieHue,
HaINOMMHaIoIIIee kadpy, a BO BTOPYIO B3sIB C COOOI KaMeHb, TTapeHb HAITPABHJICS K CBOEMY YOCKHUIILY.
Bort ke mapagokc. 1o MecTo emy Kazanoch HanOosee 6e30MacHbIM Ha JaHHBI MOMEHT, HO TaKke
OHO MOIJIO SIBJIAITBCS M CAMBIM OIIACHBIM, TaK KaK €ro BUHO M3/aJieKa U MHOIA OHO caMo 1o cede
NPUTSATUBAET TYJa OMACHBIX CYIIECTB, YTOObI HAIIUTATHCS UMH.

MaxkcuMm yxe IBUHYJICS 00paTHO, Kak ero BApYr oceHn1o0. «Cron! Tak 3ta ke nemepa cnocooHa
HOJIKAPUTB JIIoOoe kuBoe cylecTBo! Hy B MoeM citydae yxke HexxuBoe! A 4To, eciii OHa U 1Sl MeHs
Msiciia mokaput? » [lapeHs 3aynmpioascst Takod IPOCTOM UJIeH, TOJIBLKO BOT cpadoTaet jin? OcTanoch
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MPUIYMaTh, KaK CIeJaTh Tak, YTOO0BI ero J0O0bYa MOJHOCTHIO He MOMIOTHIIACh 9TOH Tiemepoi. [ 'pyoo
rOBOps1, BOBPEMSI BHICYHYTb €1y U3 3TO KUBOW Neuu!

IOHoma aBurasncs MakCUMajbHO OCTOPOXKHO, HO, €CTECTBEHHO, TUXO yXe He TOy4asoch.
[TosToMy OH MHOT[a OCTaHABIMBAJICS M MPUCITYIIMBAJICS, 3aKpbIBasl Ila3a. 3peHue Cllerka OCBOM-
JIOCh, ¥ OH BUJIEJ Terepb JaJibllie BBITIHYTON PYKH, U BCE ke MO OOJbINeH CTerneHH moJarajics Ha
Apyrue OpraHbl 4yBCTB.

Bnaronapsi Be3eHUIO WM YeMy-TO eI1I€, MaKCUMY YIaJIOCh TPUOIM3UTCS K Tierepe 0e3 mpowuc-
IIIECTBUI M o4YepeHOI OOpbObI 32 CBOIO KM3Hb. EE cCBeUeHne CHOBa CTaJo TYCKJIBIM, CKOpEe BCEro
OHa CMOTIJIa HACBHITUTCS KAKMM-HUOY/Ib Oe/101aroi, 100pOBOJIbHO 3a0peiiM B e€ acTh. Bo3aMoKHO,
Onaroziapst STOMy OH M He TOBCTpeYa] HUKOro Ha cBoeM myTu. CKopee BCero KTO-TO MOMNacsl Ha
3Ty NMPUMAaHKY, a Te, KTO MIOyMHee, HA0OOPOT OTIAIMIIUCH KaK MOKHO JaJIbIlle, YTOObl HE BUJIETD €€
cBeTa. MakcuM He COMHEBAJICS, UTO 3[eCh €CTh U Takue, Oosiee pasyMHble cymectBa. [Ipocto oH,
cnaBa bory, ¢ HUMM eIg He BCTpeyvascs: U HaJlesyicsl, HUKOTAa He TIOBCTPEeYaeTCsl.

3abpaBUIMCh HA BO3BBIIEHHOCTb, TTAPEHb HAYaJl PACCyXJaTh Kak Obl JIydille MOCTYNHTh. U
OBICTPO TPHIIEN K PEIIeHUI0, YTO JIyUIlle BCErO, He IIEIMKOM 3aKUHYTh TYIIy B TEIIEpy, a MOAeIUThb
e€ Ha YacTH, YTOOBI B CITy4ae 4ero, y Hero ocTajoch 4to eI rMmoecTb, MMycKai Jaxe ChIpoe, €CIU ero
3agyMKa He cpaboraer. Ho oiHO [1esio 3To BCE MpencTaBuTh, a COBCEM JIPYroe, UCTIONb3Ys MPOCTO
KaMeHb, MOJICIUTh JOCTATOYHO MPOYHOE TesIo Ha KycKu. [IpoBo3uBIIMCH IpUMEpHO 1o yaca, Mak-
CUMY TaK M He yIaJoCh OTAENUTH XOTsI Obl OHY Jamy OT Tesia. CIOBHO MSCO, C KaXJ0H MUHYTOU
CTAaHOBWJIOCH BCE TBepke U TBEpke. C TaM TeMInioM, OyKBaJIbHO Yepe3 Mapy YacoB, MO KECTKOCTH,
OHO CTaHEeT HAIIOMUHATh KyCOK KaMHs B ero pyke. B utore, 4toObl He TepsATh BpEMEHH, NapeHb IKC-
TPEHHO, IOTOMY UTO rOJIOZl He TiepecTaBal HATOMUHATB O ceOe 3HaTh, MPHUHSLT ipyroe pemenue. OH
PEelII 3aKMHYTh SIepa B Teliepy, HO TOIBKO HAaloJIOBUHY. Tak, 4ToObI 3a/IHHE JIAlbl M XBOCT OCTa-
JIUCh TOPYaTh HAPYKY.

Ha npunsTre nogoOHOTO pelieHus1, ero NoATONKHYA emé ofHa MbICTb. OH CUIIBHO HaJesics,
yto Onaromapsi TOMy, 4TO Telepa yxke HaChITUIACh, OHA HE CTaHET MOIJIONIATh ero 00Uy HY HJIH
XK€ C/IENAeT 3TO He TaK OBICTPO, KaK paHbIle. MaKkcuM Mpearosarai, 4to sep JUIIb TOKAPUTCS 1
y Hero OyIeT IOCTaTOYHO BPEMEHH, YTOObI BHITAIUTH €ro. HO BOT TYT OH CHIIBHO Ommoaics. ToT
MU TPOXKOPIKB B 1000e BpeMsl. Yl HUKTO He YIyCTUT BOZMOKHOCTH TTOJIAKOMUTCSI XAJISIBHOW €0M.
Kak TonmbKo OH 3aKMHYI silliepa BHYTPb MelIephl, OHA TYT ke Hauasia Oosee sipKo CBETUTCS U TIPSIMO
Ha I71a3aX, TeJIO ero J0OBIYM MPUHSIOCH MOATOPaTh U TYT K€ pacuIeIuIsThCsl. MHOXECTBO MEJIKUiA
KYCOYKOB, CJIOBHO TIbUIb, HAYAJIM TIOIETaTh M BCACHIBATHCS CBETSIIMMUCS KPUCTAITIAMH TEIIEphl.
MakcuM ¢ TPyIOM TBITAICS Pa3IIsIETh STOT MPOIecC, HO OOJb CTAHOBUJIACH HEBBIHOCHMMOW. EMy
MIPUIILJIOCH PE3KO OTBEPHYTHCS M BMECTE C STUM OH BBIIEPHYJI XBOCT siiiepa. TYJIOBHIIE TTOTHOCTHIO
cropeso. B pykax oH jepskast JUIb XBOCT. Y1iesesa TOJIbKO OfHa KOHEYHOCTb, 3aTO C TOM CTOPOHBI,
I71e IOJKHO OBITh MPOJOIKEHUE, TOYHO BCE MIPOKAPUIOCH, aXK JI0 YTOJbKOB. MaKkCHM HaJesuics, YTo
He BCE TaK IJIOXO M €My OCTaJIOCh UTO MoecThb. 7KUBOT CHOBA 3aypyal. ..

He B cunax Gosbliie ciepKuBaThCsl, MapeHb BUETIUIICS 3y0aMu B IOAropeBImil XBocT. CHavana,
HUYEro KpoMe ropeur OH He YyBCTBOBAJ, HO JIaKe Tak, He COOMpAJICs OCTaBJATh HU Kycouka. Ero
TEJIO CJIMIIIKOM M3TOJI0aJIo, a pa3yM HH O YeM KpoMe efIbl yke He MOT AymaTh. OH Tak ObICTPO €1, YTO
HE 3aMEeTHJI, KaK J00paJics 10 IJI0X0 MPOkKapeHHOTo, CJIeTKa KPOBABOT'O Msica, HO MPOJOJIKAI €CTh He
3ayMbIBasICh, ITOKA HE TOHSLI, YTO 10 €ro MOAOOPOIKY CTeKaeT KpoBb. JKenylIoK OH yke HaOwiI, HO
YyBCTBO T0JIOa TaK M OCTAJIOCh. M JTUIIIb yCHIMEM BOJH, OH 3aCTaBHJI ceOs1 OTIIOKUTH XBOCT. [1apeHb
MOHMMAJI, YTO TIOCJIe TAKOH TOJIOIOBKH, HE CTOMT Tepeesath. [la M OKakuCh 3TO MsICO He TepeBapu-
BaeMbIM [|JIsl €T0 OPraHM3Ma, BOBHUKHYT KPYIHbIE IPOOJIeMbl. XOTs B 9TOM IIJIaHE Y HETO 0co00ro
BBIOOpA He Mpe/IcTaBisuiock. [Ipodnema Ha mpobieme. U Bes 3Ta orpoMHast Kyva mpoosieM, Apy:KHO
BIETIMJIACh €My B 3aJHUILY, U TeNepb OHM BCE BMECTE CBHCAIOT Ha Kpalo MPONACTU Ha TOHEHHKOM
BOJIOCKE HAJEXkIbl.
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Kak Tonpko MakcuM 3aKOHYMIT 00BEaThCsl, €ro MPAKTUYECKU Cpa3y ke BhIPBAIO. DTO ObUIO
JOCTaTOYHO 00sIe3HEHHO. JKMBOT CMIIBHO CKPYTHJIO, & CaM OH CJIOKUJICS MOTI0NIaM, JyMasi, 4TO cefuac
nomper... Ho crycrs HekoTopoe Bpems, ero oTiyctuio. OH CKeNTUYECKU MOCMOTPEN Ha OCTaTKU
Msica, €CJT 9TO MOKHO OBUIO TaK Ha3BaTh ¥ MPHUHSUI PelIeHre MompoOoBaTh emié pa3, Ho Oosee pas-
MepeHHO. EMy B mo0om cirydae TpeboBaach MoanuTka. JJaxe eciu opraHu3M He CMOT ceifuac Ipu-
HSAThH TY €1y, ITO He 3HAYUT, YTO OHA He MoaXoauT. OH CHOBA MOHSLT OOTPHI3aHHBIN XBOCT SIIEPHUIIHI
Y XOTeJ OBbUIO MPUCTYIUTh, HO TeMephb, OH MOKA3aJICs /7Sl TApHS CIMIIKOM chipbiM. CTekaromas 1o
PYKe KPOBb He MpUBJIEKaa ero 1 Makcum pemimi nornpoooBarh eme pa3 Kak-HUOYIb aKKYpPaTHEHbKO
noaxapuTh ero. Tonbko Kak?

[Nonoias k nemepe, oH OYKBAJIBHO HA JOJIO0 CEKYHIIBI 3aCYHYJI Tya PYKY U PE3KO OTAEpHYJI.
Hukakoro x:keHust He Oputo. Ceiffuac OHa CBETMIIACh JJOCTATOYHO TYCKJIO, CJIOBHO OBl HAXOAMJIACH B
CIISIIIEM COCTOsIHME. MaKCUM B3sT XBOCT M TIOIHEC ero K OmmkaiieMy KpUCTaUTHKY, TaK, YTOObI
MOXHO OBbLTO Ha OE30MacHOM pPAcCTOsTHHUE YAepkHUBaTh ero pykoi. CrycTsi mapy CeKyHj OH Haval
MOHEMHOTY IIUIMETh U ABIMUTHCS. EmE OyKBasIbHO Yepe3 CeKyHIy, 3TOT KPUCTA/UT Hauyasl CBETUTCS
ropasfio sipye, HO K TOMY BPEMEHHU, ITAPEHDb PELINJI, YTO YKE€ JOCTATOUHO U OTAEPHYJ PYKY C KyCKOM
xBocTa. OH ycrien cierka noaroperb, Ho He Tak CUJIbHO, Kak 110 3toro. I Makcum npuHsuIcs: NOTH-
XOHBKY ecTb. Ha 3TOT pa3 yxe OoJbliie uepes CHIy.

OTKyCHB HECKOJIBKO Pa3, OH CTapaJiCsi OMyYIlle MPOKEBbIBATh MsICO, HO elE OOJbIIe YCHIIUI
OH TPUKJIABIBAJI, YTOOBI HE YyBCTBOBATH 3anaxa. Ceifuac eMy 3T0ro He Xotesoch. HarmonHus cierka
XKEJYIOK, OH CHOBA OTJIOXKWII €y Y NIPUHSUICS KJaTh. [Ipr3HaKoB OTpaBieHusl He ObLIO, XOTh OH U
YyBCTBOBAJI ceOsl HE COBCEM XOPOIIIO, HO 3TO CKOPEe CKa3bIBAJIOCH IO MPUYHMHE €T0 YCTAJIOCTH, YeM
13-3a e/ibl. A TIOTOM, MTapeHb CHOBA 3aipeMaJl. 1o ObLI0 oaxozasiee BpeMsi. OH ObUI CHIT, a TIeTepa
[IOKA He MPUBJIEKAa JIUIIHETO BHUMaHHUS.

Korna Makcum npocHyJicsi, MOYyBCTBOBAJI HEBEPOATHYIO Xkaxk 1y, B TOpJie He POCTO BCE Mepe-
COXJIO, €r0 POT CJIIOBHO Obl BBIKAJIM, BRICYIIWIM M eIlg pa3 BebKaM. Kazamock, mogoOHOro oH He
UCTIBITHIBAJI )K€ B CAMOM Hauasle, Korjaa enié He Hamien Bofy... «Heyxenu ato u3-3a Toro, 4ro s
cven msico suepa?» Ilogyman napens. «[lonuts! CpouHo Hy:KHO Bozbl!» OH HampaBWICSA YkKe O
M3BECTHOMY ITyTH, O0Jiee CMeJio, YeM OOBIYHO, HO B 9TOT pa3 BCePhe3 3a[yMaJICS O TOM, YTOObI HANTU
XOTh YTO-HUOYIb MOXOKee Ha eMKOCTh. He BakHO Kakylo, IIaBHOE, YTOOBI MOXKHO ObLJIO HaOpaTh B
HeE KMBUTEJILHOM Bjiaru. Beib BOT Tak KaxIplil pa3 He Haxoauibes. [lapeHb nepxkan B pyke TOT
caMblil KaMeHb. XOTbh Kakoe-To opyxue. CIycTs: HECKOIBKO YacoB, TOOPABIIUCH 10 HEOOXOIUMOTO
MecTa, OH BHOBb yCIIbIIIal ciadoe perdanue. Ceituac OHO eMy yke He TIOKa3aI0Ch TAKUM YK TPO3HBIM,
CKOpee MPOCTO HErOCTENPUUMHBIM M YyTOUKY YCTaBIIMM. MaKcuM HaKJIOHWIICS, CHaYaJ1a IpoIoIoc-
KaJl poT, a MOTOM HAITWJICSI BOABI M PEILIUII OTITPABUTCS Jajiblile, T eIIE HU pasy He yCIes MoObIBaTh,
B HaJIekK /e BCE-TAKM HAUTH XOTh YTO-TO TOIXO/SIIEE.

CrycTst HeMHOTO BpeMeHH, MapeHb Hauyasl 4yBCTBOBATh ceOs1 UyTOUKY Jyurie. Be€ ke kakas
HUKaKas ef1a, CTabuIbHasi BOJA M HEMHOTO CHa CJIeJIajii CBOe Aes0. MaKcuMy MOKa3aioch, YTO JIakKe
cuJ1 pudaBmIock. .. Ho Tenephb mapHs Hayaam OECIOKOUTh €r0 PaHsbl, IMOC/IE BCEX CTBIYEK C pa3iny-
HBIMHU cyIiiecTBamu. EcTecTBeHHO, 0 JIeueOHBIX CpeaCTBaX OH HE MOT' M MeUTaTh, HO MPUHSLI pellle-
HUe, IONPOOOBATh MPOMBITH BCE CBOM CCaTHBI BOJON. OCOOSHHO OH TIepeXuBa 3a pyky. Bona emy
Kazajach JIOCTaTOYHO YMCTOM, XOTh U C METAJUTMUECKUM NpuBKycoM. Ho pa3 oH Bc€ emme xuBoW,
CKOpee Bcero ¢ Hell BCE B mopsiake. XOTs Obl TaK, JIydlile, YeM MPOCTO OCTABJIATh BCE HA CAMOTEK U
KJaTh 3arHOCHMUSI.

[Mo6ponuB no okpyre, MakcuM Tak HUYEro W HE HaIllels, YTO HEYIUBHUTEIbHO, HO BHE3AITHO
OCO3HAJI, OH CTaJl HEMHOTO OJMKe K TOMY HEJOBOJILHOMY phIKY. [Ipu 4yeMm, mapeHb MOHMMAJ, 4TO
9TO UMEHHO OH CaM MPUOIU3WICS K HEMY, a UCXOISAIINNA U3 TEMHOTHI 3BYK, TOCTOSTHHO OCTAeTCsl Ha
ofgHOM Mecte. «XM. OxpaHsier cBoto Tepputopuio? CKopee BCEero 310 OfiHa U3 TeX OrPOMHBIX IICUH
i 000pOTHEH, Kak e€ Jydile Ha3BaTh? KoTopble Ha MeHsI Hamajau B MEPBbI ke 9ac MOEro TyT
npeObiBaHKsi. Ho mouemy Tora oHu ceifuac He HanaaaoT? MoxeT BCE-TakM He MPUHSTO Ha BOJONOE
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yousatb apyrux cymects? [a He! Ito s pazmeurasics koHeuHo! TyT npyrasi npuyrHa JI0TKHA ObITh | »
MakcruMy HEBOJIBHO CTaJI0 MHTEPECHO. B yrpokamoImx HOTKaxX, OH BCE OOJbIle HAvyasl pa3inyarhb
KaJIOOHOE CKYJIeHHE.

[Mapens nBuHYsCA Ha 3ByK. OH OHMMAJT BCIO ONTACHOCTh U PUCK, KOTOpPOMY ceOsl TIoJJBepraer,
HO TaK ObLJIO B JIIOOYIO ceKyH/1y. Jlaxe ecm Obl OH perivl He TPUOIMIKATLCS, 3TO He 3HAYMT, YTO OH
ocTtaHeTcs B 6e30macHOCTU. B 1000i MOMEHT MOKET IPOU3OUTH BCE YTO YTOJHO U MOITOMY IOHOIIIA
PEelII pUCKHYTh U TOCMOTPETH, YTO K€ TaM MPorcXoauT. C KakIbIM €ro IaroM, arpeccust B phlKe
YBEJIMYMBAJIACh MPOMOPIHOHATIBHO €ro OTYastHAI0. MaKCHM Haydalsl JorapiBaThCs, YTO ceivac yBU-
auT. Y Koria OH MoAoIIes J0CTaTOYHO OJIM3KO, TO yOeIUICs, YTO OTYACTH OKasasics npas. Ho Tosbko
Ha TIOJIOBUHY. BO-TIepBBIX, OH PacCUMTHIBA YBUIETh PAHEHOTO 3BEpsi, KOTOPBII HE CIIOCOOEH [IBU-
raTbCsl U TIO3TOMY €TI0 OCTaBMJIM 3/IeCh YMHPaTh, & BO-BTOPBIX, OH BCE-TAKM JyMaJl, 4TO 3TO OyaeT
TaKOM e OrPOMHBIN, UK 1 6€3yMHO oracHblii 38epb. Ho nepen HuM Haxoauscs mieHok. OH Jexadt,
eJsie JIpllIa, pa3MepoM 4yTh MEHbIIe MPOCTOr ABOpHATU. Ho maxke Takoi mec, BHyIIAJI CTpax U yBa-
KEHUE U YK TeM OoJiee MpUOIMKAThCS K HeMy He ObLJIO HUKAKOTO JKEJIaHHUS.

Psinom ¢ ero Mopaoi mpoTekasl MaJleHbKHil pydeek, U3 KOTOPOro OH MOT MUTh, HO BUIMMO
JKakIpl 1iec He UCTIbIThIBaI. «[louemy ke ero 6pocuim 3aeck? Heyxemn Boga orpasieHa?» [lyraiormas
MBICJIb TIPOOE’Kaja B €ro rojioBe, HO MOTOM OH TIOHSII, YTO CKOPEee BCETO ykKe JiekKasl Obl TOYHO TaK Ke
Ha OOKY Y CKYJIWJL. .. 3HAUUT Aejio B qpyrom. «OH ripocto 6onbHO#? Vv 9to-To cityumioch ?» Mak-
CUMY XOTEJIOCh MTPUOTU3UTCS HEMHOTO TIOOIMKE, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETh, HO YyBCTBO CAMOCOX PAHEHU ST
HUKYJa He J1eJI0Ch. YTO-TO eMy MOACKAa3bIBaJIo, YTO JeJIaTh STOr0 He CTOUT. «Heyxkesu 3ToT meHOoK,
BCE eIIE MpeCTaBIsAeT TaKyI0 OFPOMHYIO OMAaCHOCTh, YTO BCE MOU MHCTUHKTHI ObIOT TpeBory?!»

[Napens 3atymMasicsi 1 THXO MPOU3HEC:

— Hy B niesiom, Ha ykuH Tbl OBl MHE CTOAMJICA. . .

[Nocrne yero oH yciblman SIPOCTHBIA PHIK, KOTOPBIH 1aBaJl MOHSTH, YTO TIEC eIIE He CIAJICs, KaK
Ob1 TOBOPsI — «JlaBaii, mornpoOyi mogon I !»

— JlagHo-nagHo, THIE TH — MaKCUM He MOHUMAJI, 3a4eM OH pasroBapyBaeT BCIIyX, HABEPHOE,
OH COCKYYMJICSI, XOTb 1O KaKOMY-TO 0OIIeHHI0. Vi ke BO3MOKHO, OH TIBITAJICS YCHITUTh OUTENb-
HOCTh 3TOTO MEJIKOro 0O0OpOTHsSI HeAOPOCTKA, MOKa Mprommkaics Kk Hemy. CenaB OyKBaJIBHO eIé
OJIVH IIaKOK, MTapeHb CHOBA 3aMep M Haudasl 0oJiee BHUMATEbHO BIVISIIBIBATHCS, HE BBITYCKas U3
pyk kKamHs. [lepBoe Bpemsi, OH He IOHMMAJI, IOYeMY IIEHOK He MOXET YHTH OTCI0fIa, Belb CKOJIbKO
yXke TPOILIO AHeH? XOTs TOBOPUTH MPO AHU, KOTJIa B STOM MHUPE MPABUT JIMIIb HOYb, HABEPHOE HE
MPaBUIIBHO, HO BCE ke... A IMOTOM OH CMOT pa3misaeTh npuurHy. Ero 3aaHue namsl ObUIM OIyTaHbI
KaKMM-TO PacTeHHeM, TIOXOKUM Ha JiuaHsl. [To Bceld BuauMocTH niec 3armyTtaiicsi. CKOJIbKO ke CHIT OH
MOTPATUII HA TO, YTOOBI BHIOPATHCS, UTO CeYac BOT TaK BOT MPAKTUYECKHU OE3BIXaHHO JIEKHUT? XOTs
KTO 3HAET, CKOJILKO OH TYT BOOOIIE HaXonuTcs1? BO3MOKHO ropasio Aojblie, YeM AyMaeT MapeHb.

— Bor xe rynas ncuna! 3armmyTaiicsi B KaKOM-TO pacTeHHe U Terepb JISKUT, U MEJJIHHO TIOMU-
paet! Hy MOXeT s1 cMOry 00JIerduTh TBOIO CMEPTh? — OTBETOM OBLJIO OUepeIHOE TPO3HOE phIUaHue.

MakcuM moKpernye B3sUicsl 32 KamMeHb W mpurotoBuiics. «Ho modemy ero Bce Opocmmu? B
TMIEpPBYIO HAIIly BCTPEYy MHE MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHU KUBYT CTasiMU. .. [10 KpaiiHel Mepe OXOTATCS TakK.
XOTs 3TOT MHUpP CypOB, BUIMMO y €r0 COPOIMYEH HET CUJI M BO3BMOXKHOCTEW 3a00THTCS O HEM, HO
HEY:KeJIM OHU HE MOIJIM MePETPhI3Th 3T JIMaHbI?!»

IToka Makcum paccyxaain 000 BCEM, OH HE 3aMeTHJI, KaKk ero HOTY Hadajia OMyThIBaTh TaKasi
ke TeMHO-3eJieHast ApsHb. W TOJbKO Korja OoH pemit NpuOaM3uTCs enié Ha OOUH IIar K IIEeHKY,
TIOHSLT, YTO TOTAJT B JIOBYIIKY. Ero MHCTMHKTHI 3a0MI TPEBOTY, HO OBLIO Yike 1o31HO. Kak Toibko
OH JIEPHYJICSI, pacTeHHe, ECJIM ero TaK MOXKHO Ha3bIBaTh, MTHOBEHHO C3KaJIO CBOIO XBAaTKY, J1a TaK, 4TO
YyTb ObLJIO HE TIEPEJIOMAaJIo eMY BCe KOCTH U CUJIBHO TIOTSIHYJIO KyAa-TO B CTOpoHy. [TapeHs nomnbitasncs
YXBaTHUThCS 32 TPEIIMHY B 3eMJIe M BBIPOHMJI CBOM KaMeHb, TOT CaAMbIii KaMEHb, KOTOPbIM OTOHJICS
ot simepa. CBoe eIMHCTBEHHOE OpYXKHE. . .
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I'naBa 11 Opy:xue st My;KUYNHbBI

Makcum Havas U3BUBAThCS, TBITAsICh BHICBOOOAUTD CBOIO HOTY. Ero 3ataruBaio B HEOOIBIIIYIO
pacILesIMHy, KOTOPYI0 OH O 3TOrO He 3aMeTWJI M3-3a IUIOXOM BuAMMOCTH. Heckospko Topyammx
IIyTajel HaXOQUIOoCh yKe HArOTOBE, YTOOBI KaK TOJIBKO MAPHsI MPUTSHET MOONMKe K HAM, Cpa3y ke
CXBAaTHUTh €ro. MakcuM He 3HaJl, YTO €ro kJET, ero TAlIWIO KyJa-To BHU3. TaM oH OyaeT cheneH?
W e 3T! pacTeHus MPOCTO Pa3OPBYT €ro Ha HECKOJIBKO YacTeil 4YTOOB OPOCUTD cebs er0 KPOBbBIO?
[TapeHb COMPOTHBIISICS KaK MOT, OpBIKaJICS, MUHAJICS, KaTaJcs 1O 3eMJie, JIMIIb Obl KaK-TO ToMe-
martb 3ToMy. Kpaewm riasa, oH ciry4aitHO 3aMeTHJI CTaOEHBKUI OCKaJI OT eJie )KMBOTO IeHKa. « Thl e
TNICUHA, YXMBUIATbCA B3ayMai?!» Toabko 4TO OH Ha3bIBaJ 3TO KMBOTHOE IVIYIIBIM, a caM Monajcs B
Ty K€ CaMylo JIOBYILKY !

MakcuMy yaanoch yXBaTUTCS 3a OIHY U3 TPELMH Ha 3eMJIe U 3aTOPMO3UTh CBOE MOXUILIEHHE.
PacrteHue cierka ycuiuiIo TAry, Ho ocjie HeyJaqHOW NONbITKY, OHO HEMHOT'O pacciaOuiioch, a HOTOM
PE3KO JepHYJI0 nocuibHee. OT 3TOro y napHs XpycTHYJIO YTO-TO B Hore. OH HavaJsl UCIbITHIBATh KYT-
KMI CTpax, 4To €My MOIPOCTY MOXKET OTOPBATh MaJIbLIbI, OHAKO IOHOIIIA UX TaK U He pacuenui. Mak-
CHUM YBUJIEJI, KAK BTOpasl JIMAHA TSHETCS K €ro JIpyroil Hore, BUAMMO HAXOJACh YK€ Ha JOCTATOYHOM
paccrosiHue. OH Havyajl yBOpauMBaTbCsl OT PAacTeHUsl, BEPTs HOro Tyaa-cioja. Torjaa, aTa 3eseHas
MOraHb YXBaTWJIACh 32 TY)Xe MOMMaHHYIO HOTY OJMKe K KOJIEHY M Havyajla IOMOraTh TSAHYTb. [lapeHs
MOMEHTAJIBHO OCO3HaJI, YTO Terepbh He CMOXET BbliepKaTh HATUCKA. JINOO OHM OTOPBYT eMy HOTY,
760 LEIMKOM YBOJIOUAT B paciievHy. be3 Kakux-1moo pa3ayMuii, OH TYT jKe OTITYCTHII CBOIO PYKY
Y TIPUHSJICS CTATUBATH € ce0sl ITaHbl. BRICBOOOIMB JIEBYIO HOTY, OH Hayas €l0 IOMOraTh CTSHYTh C
ce0s 1 npaByIo MITaHUHY. Kak ToJIbKO Ofiesk/1a BEIBEPHYJIACh HA M3HAHKY U HAaKpbljla pacTeHUe, JTUaHbl
BU/IUMO YTO-TO OLIYTUJIM U TYT € MEePEKJIOUMINCh Ha ero Tpelaiiye 1o mpaM ImraHsl. Pesko nep-
HYB Ha ce0s1, OH BBICBOOOZIMIICS] U3 CTAJIHOM XBaTKH M TOACKOYMB B OJHUX TPYCax, OBICTPO MOOEKa
00paTHO MOJAJIbIIIE OT TOM PACIIETHBL.

OtpanuBIvch Ha Ge30MacHOe PAacCTOSTHUE, MapeHb yNajl Ha YeTBEPEHBKH U IIBITANICS OT/bI-
marbcs. Cepatie OEIeHo KOMOTUIOCh. PyKH M HOTM HE MIPOCTO APOKAM, OHU TPSICIHCH CIIOBHO Y
QJIKOrOJIMKA I0CJIe MECSTYHOI'O 3ar1os. . .

JIumib cycTst HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl IapeHb Hauyall YCIOKauBaThCs U MPUXOAUTH B ceds1. Bmecre
C 9THM, K HeMy npunuia 6o B Hore. TONBKO ceiidac OH OCO3HAJI, YTO €My JIeWCTBUTEIHHO MOTIIH
e€¢ oropBarb. HacTonbko cuIbHONM Oblla XBaTKa y pacTeHWil. MakcuM He ObUT YIMBIIEH, YTO 3/1€Ch
Jaxe 3eJeHb SBISETCS XUIMHUKAMH U TIPEe/ICTaBIsIeT onacHOCTh. Ho B Toke BpeMsi OH ObLT MPOCTO
IIIOKMPOBAH, YTO OHU HACTOJIBKO CUJIbHBIE, J1a €lIE€ M XUTpble. [IeiCTBYIOT aKKypaTHO, paccTaBisis
JOBYHIKH. .. K Takomy oH ObL1 He roToB! CIIMIIIKOM HEpeabHO. . .

«Hy axpenenno! Teneps 5 ewme u 6e3 mraHoB ocTajcs!» C HeroqoBaHUEM MOAyMasl MapeHb,
notupas cowo Hory. «I'pebanHas ncuHal!» Ho, KOHEYHO, OH MOHMMAJ, YTO KMBOTHOE TYT TOYHO
He BuHOBaTo. Cropee naxke HaoOopot. Ceiyac, YCIOKOMBIIMCH U BCE 00IyMaB, €My Ka3ajoch, 4TO
3TOT IIEHOK CHEUMAIbHO TaK IPO3HO pblYall, MBITAsICh OTIYTHYTh ero. CIOBHO OBl MpeaocTeperas.
EcrecTBEHHO 3TO JIMIIb €ro JOrafKkH, U BIOJHE BO3MOKHO BCE COBCEM HeE Tak... A ewé Makcum
Jorajajcs, moyeMy JIMaHbl He 3aTallJIM Ica K ce0e Ha pacTep3aHue, a OCTABUIIM €ro Ha IOBEPXHOCTH
KaJOOHO CKYNUTh. DTO ObUIA HaXUBKa... [IpocTo mpumanka uist 6osee KpymnHbIx ocobdeit! M oH B
He€ nonajcs. A BOT €ro COPOJUYM, BUAUMO YXKe 3HAJM, YTO UX TaM KJET U MOHUMAJIH, IEHKA YKe
He cractu. [Tostomy u 6pocuu nomupars. CypoBo... HO 3TO MUP TaKOM. ..

Iocne ouepenHON MopLMK agpeHaInHa, y MapHs Mponajo KejJaHue UATH Jaisiie. [Ja uto yx
TOBOPUTD, y HETO JIae almneTUT rnponaji. Beé 4to eMy XOTenock, 3T0 HATH 3aIlMIIEHHOE MECTO U
CIIOKOMHO nocuieTh. « TOIbKO BOT UTO Terepb, MHE B OAHUX Tpycelisix ToHATh?! [loransle pactenus!
ITopBatb Obl UX Ha JIOCKYTHI U CIIUTh U3 HUX oAexay! JKajb, 4TO HABBIKOB Y MEHS TaKUX HET, J1a 1
CHJIEHOK MaJsioBaro...». Ho Bo3Bpamarbscs 0OpaTHO K meriepe Obuto Obl He paroHaibHO. OH 1 Tak
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CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO BPEMEHH TPaTUJI Ha 3TU JIOJITUE TIEPEXOAbl Tyla-ciofia. MakcuM rnogymal o TOM, 4To
HAaBEPHOE, MECTHBIE CYILECTBA 3HAIOT O MOAOOHON OMACHOCTH B BUJE JIMAH, U CKOpee BCero OyayT
n30erarh UX. A 3HAUUT, B KAKOU-TO CTEIIEHU OH M 3/1€Ch JIOJIKEH OBITh OoJiee-MeHee B O€30IMaCHOCTH.
[NapeHs pemi eme HeMHOTO MOA0KAATh, YTOOBI OKOHYATEIBHO YCTIOKOMTCS M OTABIIIATHCS ¥ TIOCTIE
3TOTO MPOIOKUTH ABMAKeHHe. Ho 3T0 MecTo OH Terneph TOYHO OyeT 0OXOAUTh CTOPOHOM, YTOOBI He
CJTy4HJIOCH !

Makcum HarpaBuJICs B 00XO/, JeJ1ast JOCTaTOUHO OOJIBIIYIO AYTY, HO TIPY 9TOM, BCE PaBHO yCHU-
JIUJT CBOIO OJMTENIBHOCTh HACKOJIBKO 3TO TOJIBKO OBLJIO BO3MOKHO. M3-32 3TOr0 OH Havas JBUraThCs
B TPU pa3a MeAJIeHHee, HO Tak ObLI0 HeoOXoauMo. HecKosbKO pa3 OH MEHsUT HallpaBJieHHe JIBUKe-
HUS, CTapasiCh UCCIIEIOBATh KX AbIA KYCOK 3eMJiIr. Terepb OH He MPOCTO Tak Oponu1 OeccieiHo, OH
u3yyain 31oT Mup. [IpuHsacs K ero ocBoeHuo u ajanrtanuu! MakcuMy ObLIIO XOJIOTHO, eMy ObLIO
CTpAIIIHO, TPEBOTa HE MOKK/AJIa HA Ha CEKYHLy, HO OH MOHUMAJI, YTO JOJIKEeH OBUraThcst. OH JOJKEeH
OCBOWTBCS 3/1€Ch, YTOOBI MIOHATH ITOT MUP. A IMOTOM OH JIBUHETCS IaJIbIIle, PACIIUpPsisi CBOM 3HAHUS.

[NonoGHBI METOA JOCTATOYHO OBICTPO MPUHEC CBOM ILIOAbI. Kak roBOpUTCS, TOT KTO MIIET TOT
Hanaer. .. ToapKO BOT UTO UMEHHO OH Haes1, MakciM MoKa eIé He IIOHUMAJT, BO3MOKHO, 9TO OBLIH
o4epeHble MPOOIeMBbI, Ha €ro yXke MPAKTUYECKH TOoNylo kory... OO0 KPyroM MecTo ¢ 3TUMHU
TUIOTOSIAHBIME PACTEHHUSAMH, OH TTOHSUT, YTO MMEHHO CIOIa CTEKaeTCsl BOJA WIIM ke Ha00OpOT OTCIoAa
oHa BbITeKaeT. [1oaTomy 3Ta 3e/1eHb 1 000CHOBAJIACH UMEHHO 371€Ch, BO3MOKHO, TOJIBKO B TIOOOHOM
MecTe OHa M OblIa CIIOCOOHA MPOPACTH M BBIKUTD... Y HUX TYT €CTh BCE /I BBDKMBAHUS, BKJIIOYAs
MPONUTaHKE B BUJIE APYTHX CYIIECTB, KOTOPBIE MO KAKOW-IUOO MPUUUHE YMYIPUIIKCH TIONACThCS B
JIAHBL.

OxkazaBImch Ha 0OpaTHOM CTOPOHE, TAPEHb YBHIEI U3IaJIeKa YTO-TO Bpojie HEOOBIIION TOPKH,
B KOoTOpO# ObuIO yrimyOneHre. CHOBa Telepa, TOMbKO B 3TOT pa3 0e3 Kakoro-1mdo CBeUeHH s BHYTPH.
OH cTOsIT BHUMATENBHO U3yuasi e€, He MpuOmkasch. IMEHHO 3Ta HaXofIKa U MPUBJIEKJIa ero BHU-
MaHHe, HO OH CJIMIIIKOM CHJIBHO OIAacaiCsl OYepeHOro MojBOXa OT 3Toro Mupa. OH JI0Iro He Mor
PEIIUThCS Ha TO, YTOOBI MOIOWUTH MOOMKE W UCCIIEIOBaTh MeHIepy, HO 3aKJII0UMTEIbHYIO POJIb ChIT-
pat ToT hakTop, 9YTo Makcumy MmoKa3aioch, CJIOBHO 9Ta Teliepa He Oblla TPUPOAHBIM siBjieHueM. Eé
Kpasi BHIIJISIAEN CJIMIIKOM CTPAaHHO, OYITO ObI X BBIKOBAJIM CAMOCTOSITENTbHO, B HEKOTOPBIX MECTax
0010xuB KaMHsIMH. KoHEe4HO, BO BCEM 3TOM IPUCYTCTBOBAJA ONpe/eieHHast HeOpe:KHOCTh, KOTOpast
o0pa3oBajach CKOpee BCEro CITyCTsI JOCTAaTOYHOE KOJTMYECTBO BPEMEHH, HO M3HAYAILHO 9TUM KTO-
TO 3aHUMAJICH. . .

MakciM BOJHUTENBHO CHEJIajl IIar Briepesa, OH Haval MpUOIMKaThCsl, OYeHb BHUMATEIBHO
HaOso1as 3a OKpyKalolnei 00cTaHOBKOH. Bosbiiie Bcero oH omnacascsi, 4To B 3TOM neriepe 000CHO-
BaJICSl KTO-HUOYIb OUeHb OMACHBIA U HePYKETOOHBIN, HO IPH 3TOM, TTApEHb He 3a0BIBaT MOTJISbI-
BaTh U 10 CTOPOHAM, a TaKXke ceOe MO HOTH. Yike Hay4eHHbIH, OH TIOHUMAJI, YTO OMACHOCTh MOXKET
MCXOOUTH a0COIOTHO U3 JII0OOTo MecTa. EAMHCTBEHHOE, C YeM OH ellle He CTAIKUBAJICS B STOM MHpE,
TaK 3TO aTaKy C BO3[yXa, U OH OYEHb CHJIBHO HAJESUICS, YTO €My HHKOrIa He MpUAETCs pelarh
MOIOOHBIE TPOOTIEMBI. . .

[Iar 3a maroM, OH aKKypaTHO JIBUTAJICSI B CTOPOHY Tiemepbl. MeUIeHHO CTaBs HOTY C MSATKU
Ha HOCOK. Ho B OMMH MOMEHT, Ipy OYepeHOM JABMKEHUE, HOra MapHs COCKONb3HYJIA U MPOBATH-
nack. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO TOJ HUM HET TBEpPIOM MOoBepXHOCTH. Koe-Kak ycneB cpearnpoBarhb, OH
YyTb OBLIO HE YTOAWJI B sIMY, KOTOpasi OblIa ClielMalIbHO 3aMacKupoBaHa. Ha qHe okas3anuch AecsTKu
320CTPEHHBIX KAMEHHBIX KOJIbeB. MaKCUM B OYepeqHOW pa3 oKazajics OyKBaJIbHO B MUJLTUMETPE
OT CMEPTH, MTPY YeM O4YeHb OOJIE3HEHHOMW. BBUIO OUEeBHIHO, UTO KTO-TO M3TOTOBUII U 3aMacKUPOBAII
3Ty JIOBYHIKY. «Hey:xkenu yenosek? CAMIIKOM MOXOXUH movepk ! » BonmHurensHO nogyman Makcum,
pEIUB MOKA YTO OCTAHOBUTHCS U JajIbllle He MpUOIMkaThes. [lapeHbr BHUMATEIBHO U3ydal UCKYC-
CTBEHHO M3TOTOBJIEHHYIO siMy. Kpast onsTh e ObUIM CIIUIIIKOM POBHBIE, OYEBHIHO, YTO TO UbsI-TO
paboTa, a KaMeHHbIe KOJIbsI TIONOOpPaHHBI MPAKTUYECKU BCce OIHOUM JuMHbL. Ho nMaeanbHyl0 MacKu-
POBKY OpPraHM30BaJIO BCE-TaKU BpeMsl, NapeHb MOHSLI, YTO JIOBYIIIKA HE HOBA. . .
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MakcyM MOHMMAaJ, YTO Terepb MpUAeTcs ObITh B Ba pa3a BHUMATEJbHEE M M3-32 3TOTO BO
MHOTO pa3 MejjieHHee. YTo enié B JajibHeieM MokHO oxuaaTh? [la B mpuHiune yero yrogHo! Jloc-
KOHAJILHO M3YYMB 3Ty sIMY, KOTOpasi OblJIa IPUMEPHO METpa MOJITOpa Ha J1Ba, OH HaIlles OOIN30CTH
emé TP MOXOXKHUX JIOBYIIKH, HO HE CTall UX BCKpbIBaTh. Ero yoquBmiI TOT (hakT, 4To 3a BCE Bpems
HUKTO B HUX HE MOMajcs. A MPOIUIO HE Majlo, B 3TOM OH TOYHO ObLT yBepeH. Heykenu MOHCTpBI
u3beraa camo 310 Mecto? M3-3a aTux pacreHuid? Mnm ke npuyrHa Kpbliach B YeM-TO APyrom?

MuHys OnHY 13 JIOBYIIIEK, MakcuM MpoABUHYJICS UyTh JaJIbllie HA HECKOJIBKO METPOB U CHOBA
3amep. OH NPUHSJICS BHUMATEIbHO U3y4aTh BCE BOKPYT cebs1, BCE 10 Yero MOT JIOTSHYThCSI pyKaMH.
Y6equBIIHCh B OTCYTCTBUM HEMTPUSTHBIX CIOPIIPU30B, OH MPOIBUHYJICS €I1IE Ha MOJITOpa METpa v IpH-
CTYIWJI K MOBTOPHOM Tipouienype. W Tak miar 3a marom, Kporomivsas padorta. Yepe3 MeTpoB ceMb,
napeHb CHOBA HATKHYJICS Ha OHY M3 MOJOOHBIX JIOBYIIEK. BUIUMO OHM TYT OBUTH CO3/1aHBI ITIEPEH-
raMu B HECKOJIbKO YpOBHeW, JUisi Oosbineii Oe3onacHocTH. TlonbiTaBimmch e€ 0OOWTH, OH TOHS,
YTO Ha TOT pa3 yriyOJjeHHe ropa3o IIMpe, a PAJoM ¢ HUM HaXOAUTCS emE OfiHO, Oosiee MajieHb-
koe. «YUepenyiorcs o Bemmunae?» OO0rHyB MX, MakchM oka3asics MPakTHYECKH y CaMOro BXO/a B
Tneriepy, HO 3aXOAUTb BHYTPb OH HE TOPOITHJICS. ..

BunmMaresibHO HaOMOKAs CO CTOPOHBI, OH HIYETO HE CMOT HU YBHUETh, HA YCIIBIIIATh, HO 3TOTO
ObUIO SIBHO HemocTaTtouHo. HarrynaB HeOONBIION KaMeHb, TTapeHb PerIl MonpoOoBaTh 3aKUHYTh
ero BHYTpb MelIepbl, HO 4yTh ObUIO HE 00OMJIEN, KOTAa YBU/IEI, YTO TOT MPOCTO OTCKOYMIT OOPaTHO.
Kamymiek cioBHO Obl ymapwiicsi O HEBUIMMBIA Oaphep U MPOCTO yNas Ha 3eMiIi0. MakcuM TyT ke
3aCThLI, IPeIIyBCTBYs Oefy... Ho mpocTosiB Tak HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, HUYETO He MPOU3OIILIO.

Bor Tenepb BCE MOMEHSIOCH, B €ro MBICIISAX 3a0eraiv AeCATKU Pa3IMUHbIX MPEANONOKEeHUN.
OH criopuJ1 caM ¢ cOOO0M, CTOT JIM OHO TOTO, YTOOBI IIPOIOIIKATH UTH BIIEPE]] MM e JTydlIle TPOCTO
Pa3BEpPHYTHCS M YAAJMTHCS OT 3TOTO HEBEPOATHO CTpaHHOro Mecta? OJjHa YacThb €ro pazyma Kpudasa
— Oexatb! A nmpyras MOICKa3bpIBajia, 4TO HEJb3s YXOIAWTh, He 0OceqoBaB BCE N0 KoHIa. B utore,
Makcum nogymal, 4to B CTPAaHHOM MUpE, AOJKHBI ObITh CBOM CTPAHHOCTH, KOTOPHIE BIIOJIHE HOP-
MaJTbHBI. .. OH IPUHSUT pellieHrue He TOPOMUTHCS ¢ JATbHEUITMM 0OC/IeIOBAHUEM, HO M HE YXOAUTh
CJIMIIIKOM J1asieKo. [lapeHb oTolres HEeMHOTo Ha3aJ U cell MeXAy JBYX JIOBYIIEK B oxuaaHue. OH
3axoTes yOemuThCs, YTO B HACTOSIIIIEe BpeMsl, B 3TOH Ielepe HUKTO He KUBET.

[No mporecTBUM HECKOIBKUX YacoB, MakcuM coOpaJicsi CHOBA MPUOIU3UTCS U TTOMIPOOOBATH
OCMOTpETh CTpaHHOE siBJieHHe moOmmke. KupaTh apyrue KaMHU OH HE Pelycs, XOTs eMy ObUIo
OYeHb MHTEPECHO. 3allOMHUB PACIIOJIOKEHHE BCEX JIOBYIIEK, OH JIBUrAJICs HEMHOTO TIOYBEpeHHee U
KOTJa OKa3aJicsi HalPOTUB MPOEMa, B OUEpeIHON pa3 3aTamics, mpuctymuBasick. CIycTsi HEMHOTO
BpPEMEHH, TIapeHb PeIlul OILIyNaTh HEM3BECTHBIN Oapbep, HO KOrAa IMOoAHEeC K HEMY PYKY, TO OHa
MIPOCTO MPOIIIA CKBO3b HETO, CJIOBHO 4epe3 MesieHy. MakcuM MTHOBEHHO OTAEpHYJ PYKy Hazaf,
HO HMYETrO CTPAIIIHOTO He CIYYUJIOch. B HemoyMeHue, MoCTosiB Tak Mapy MrHOBEHUH, apeHb BHOBb
MOBOAMJ PyKOH miepen coOoii. OHa Takke CIIOKOWHO MpOoIIIa BHYTph nemiepbl. Huvero He mpowc-
XOWJIO, €AMHCTBEHHOE YTO, KOTJa OH 3a[eBajl 3Ty HEBUAMMYIO IMperpamy, TO OIIYIIald CTPaHHBIE
TMOKaJIbIBAaHMS M 3aMETHJI eJie BUTHOE CBeYEHHE B MECTe COIPUKOCHOBEHHsI ¢ OapbepoM. DTO ObLIO
HEBEPOSITHO, MapeHb 3aBOPOKEHHO HAOIONAN 32 STUM SIBJICHHEM. A TIOTOM CIJIOTHYB, PEIIMJICS TOJI-
HOCTBIO ITIPONTU BHYTPb.

«A Bapyr 310 nopran? U g okaxych ceituac B gpyrom mecre?! MoxeT U JOMOW BEPHYChH?»
[Momyman Makcum. Ho nmogo6HOro uyna He cinyunaochk. OH OKa3asics 1o APYryio CTOPOHY Mperpapl,
HO OT YMBJICHUS YyTh ObUIO HE BHICKOYMJI 00paTHO. Kak TOJbKO OH MepeMecTuiIcsl BHYTpPb, MO MepH-
METpY CTeH HaJajM 3aroparbCsi CTpaHHbIE, HEOOJBIINE IApPhl C TYCKJIBIM CBeYyeHueM BHYTpu. Ho
Jaxe MOJOOHOTO CBeTa, ObUIO OoJiee YeM JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI OCMOTpeThes. Ero riaBHOe onaceHue
3aKJII0YAJI0Ch B TOM, UTO 3Ta Mellepa OKaKeTCsl TAKOH ke KaK U Ta, ¥ MOIKAPUT €ro, a TOTOM COKpeT.
VIMeHHO TI03TOMY OH TaK CHJIBHO MCITyTaJicsl c1abbix oroHbkoB. Ho mapeHs OBICTPO MOHST, YTO OHU
HE TIPEJICTABIISIOT ISl HEr0 OMAacHOCTH. DTO BCEro JIMIIb ocBenieHre. Ho HaCKOJIbKO ke mogio0Hoe
ObLIO HE MPUBBIYHO 151 HETO. . .
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MakcuM ¢ yIOBOJIBLCTBUEM TS ceOsl MOAMETHI, UTO ClaOeHbKUE JIyYd CBETa, UCXOASIIHIE OT
IIIapOB, HE MPOHMKAIOT CKBO3b STOT HEBUAMMBIN Oapbep. 3a HUM, BCE TaKXkKe TEMHO M HUYEro He
BuiHO. OH ¢ yIuBJIEHHWEM eIIé pa3 MOCMOTpeNl Ha MCTOYHUMKU CBETa M HE CMOT MOHATh, KaK OHH
pabotatot. [Ipukacarbcst K HUM OH BCe ke He ocMenicsi. MoxeT ObITh UyTbh MO3XKeE... A BOT CTEHBI
ObLIM CJIeTKa BJIAKHBIMHU M MTPOXJIATHBIMU, KaK ¥ TBEPABIN MOJI, HA KOTOpOoM OH cTosi1. [Ipexae yem
JABUHYTHCS JAJIbIIIE MO HEOOJBIIIOMY CYKAIOIEMYCsl KOPUIOPY, OH PELIHJI TIIATeIbHO BCE OCMOTPETb.
Ho Huuero nprMevaTenbHOrO He Hallesl, HUKaKHUX MOACKA30K, Jake ero BHyTpeHHee MpeuyBCTBUE
MOJTYaJIO, He J1aBasi MOHSATH, YTO Aenarh Jabiie. OctaBaTbes 31eCh AJIs1 M3YyYEHHs BCeX STUX CTpaH-
HOCTel WU K€ BEepHYThCs 00paTHO?

MakcuMm JBUHYJICA Bliepea. MeIIeHHO U OCTOPOXKHO, HE U3[aBast HU equHoro 3Byka. Kopu-
aop ObUT MaJeHbKMM, U OH OBICTPO JIOIIEJN IO Y3KOrO MPOX0/a, 32 KOTOPHIM OTKPBIBAJIOCH IPYyroe,
6onee cBoOOmHOE MpocTpaHcTBO. CIIOBHO ObI BPYYHYIO BBIPYOJIEHHOE M3 TeHIephl, I CO3IaHUSs
HEeKOl KoMHaThl. Kak TOMbKO OH czienait miar B He€, Mo MepuMeTpy BCeX CTEH, TaKKe Hadalld 3aro-
paTbCst OTOHBKY BHYTPH LIIAPOB, CJIOBHO TYCKJIble (POHAPHKH. MaKCHM OKHJaJl 9TOTr0, HO BCE PABHO He
CMOT cziepkaTh cBoero Tpernera. OH BCE ele CIAMIIKOM CHUIIBHO OMacajicst HEM3BECTHOCTH U B JTIOOOM
MOMEHT TOTOB ObUT PUHYTHCSI OOPATHO.

[NocTosiB Tak HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUH, MAPEHb JIMIIb OCMATPUBAJICS BOKPYT. YTiyOneHue ObuIo
cHeJIaHO TMPUMEPHO TP Ha TPU METPa, YTO JOCTATOYHO MPOCTOPHO. B nanbHEM yrily, HAXOAUIIOCH
YTO-TO HATIOMMHAIONIYIO JIeXKAHKY, C HEOOJBIIMM BBICTYIIOM BHUAMMO TOJ TOJOBY, 3aMEHSIONIIM
noxyniky it ynoocrsa. Ho ero cepaiie yvamieHHO 3a0M10Ch, KOraa OH OpOCHII CBOH B3IJIsiA HA JIPY-
ryio cTeHy. Bnoss He€ ObUIo COCTaBIEHO HECKOJIBKO BeIllel, B KOTOPBIX OH Cpasy ke Y3HaJl OfIEXKY,
KaKOM-TO MEIIIOK, HO cCaMOe BasKHOE, Cpe/id HUX cTosiio Korbe! Camoe Hactosiiee opyxue. [lomoiins
noOJMkKe, OH He MOT OTOPBATh OT HErO CBOETO B3IVIAAA, JTOOYSICh STOMY coBepieHCTBy. OHO aeit-
CTBUTEJILHO OBUIO BeJIMKOJETTHBIM. [TapeHb He MOT 3TOro He MOJAMETHTb, Jake He TIPUKAcasiCh K HEMY,
OH YyBCTBOBAJI B HEM HA/IE)KHOCTh M ITPOYHOCTH UCTIONHEHMSI. BroJiHe BO3MOXXHO, YBUb OH MOJ00-
HYIO INTYKY Ha 3emJie, TO lake He 00paTui1 Obl Ha HEr0 BHUMAHUSI, POCTO Mpoiist MuMo. Ho Tosbko
He 371ech. .. Ceituac OH BUjIeN repej1 co00i HACTOsIIee COKPOBUIIE. MaKCHM IOHSUT, BCE UTO OH JieJiall
1 BCE Yepe3 UTo mpoiies, Obuto paau 3toro! OH MpoaosIKall T0O0BATECSA OPYKUEM, O0SICh TIPUTPO-
HYTbCSI K HEMY, CJIOBHO OHO MOIJIO PACTBOPHUTBCS TP JIIOOOM MPHUKOCHOBEHHE.

OH He 3HaJI, 4TO 3TO 3 IJIAHETA, YTO 32 MUP U KTO €r0 HacesIsieT KpOMe ITUX KYTKUX CO3JaHUM,
HO OBLT yBEpeH. .. 3T0 Kombe czenai yenoBek! 1 oyensb ymensiii. C BULY Ka3aJoCh HUYETO TAKOTO.
ITpocTo Kakoe-To YIJIOTHEHHOE WM YKPETJIEHHOE JIEPeBO, IEPEBA3aHHOE B HECKOIBKUX MECTaX YeM-
TO BPOJI€ BEPEBKH, 2 MOKET M TEMU CAMBIMH JIMaHAMHU. .. Ha KoHIIe K HeMy ObLJIO PUKPETUIEHO YTO-TO
OCTpOeE B BUjIe HAKOHEYHHKA. He KaMeHb 1 He MeTaJll, YTO-TO HEU3BECTHOE, CKOPEee BCEro 4To-TO U3
3TOro Mupa. A MOXeT ¥ BOBCe 9T0 HeKuii cruiaB! Bot Bpone Ob1 11 Bee. .. Ho B3sIB ero B pyku, OH He MOT
HE BOCXMIIAThCS M. Ero mpoyHOCThIO, HAAEKHOCTHIO, €r0 KPacoOTOM, a TaK Ke... OH MOYYBCTBOBA
ce0s1 yBepeHHee ¢ HUM. Korib€ aefictBuTeIbHO OBUIO COBepIieHHO! MaKkcum HUKOT/Ia He pa3oupacs
B OpyXHUe U YK TeM Oojiee B KOIbsIX, HO OH Cpa3y MOYyBCTBOBAJI MJeaIbHbINA OasaHC... ITO ObUIO
Hacrosiee opyxue. Opyxue U1s1 MyKYAHBI !
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I'maBa 12 Cuaa

Kasxmpiii nens st MaiiayM HauMHajcs OquHAaKoBO. K HUM mpuxonuny v Oyanim sipKuM CBe-
TOM, a [TIOTOM OHM 1LIUIM Ha TPEHUPOBKY, KOTOpAsl 3aHMMaJla MPaKTUYeCcKU BCE UX Bpems. [luTtammch
OHM OYEHb MAJIO U YeM-TO KpaiiHe cTpaHHbIM. Efja coBceM He Oblla 1oxoxka Ha 3eMHYI0, BepHee OHa
BOOOIIE He ObUIa Moxoka Ha efy. CIOBHO Obl €€ CO3/1aJIi MTPY MTOMOIIM Marvy 1 Terepb MMYKAIH UX
TUMH CKUKEHHBIMU cryctkamu. [lepBoe BpeMs, OHa He MOIJIa 3TO €CTh M OTKa3blBajlach, HO TOJIOA
OBICTPO MOCTaBUJI €€ Ha MecTo. Y Mpaiiin He OCTajoCh APYroro BbIOOpa KpoMe Kak MOAUYUHUTHCS U
€CTb TO, 4TO JaioT. XOTs Obl BozIa OblIa HOpMaJIbHAsI, pa3Be YTO C CUIIbHBIM METaLTMYECKUM ITPHUBKY-
COM, HO OTBpAILIEHHUsI OHA HE BbI3bIBAJIA. B MepBbIil AeHb UM NPEJIOKUIN CMEHUTh OEKIY, MAJIO KTO
COIIACUJICS] IPOMEHSATh CBOM NMPHUBBIYHbIE M YAOOHBIE BEIIM HAa KaKUe-TO HEMOHATHbIE OOHOCKH. Ho
BCE MX MPUHSJIM, Ha BCAKUI CITyyaid, TAK KaK UM CKa3aJld, YTO X Bl ObICTPO MPUAYT B HETOJHOCTb.

Mbiinn He 0co00 OHMMaJa CMBICTA MX TPEHUPOBOK. BepHee, He MOHMMaJIa, Kak OHM JIOJKHBI
OynyT HayuuTbcsi Cuiie, TO €cTh, IPyTMMHU CIOBaMH, Marvu. SIKOObI repe 3TUM, UX TeJIO JOJIKHO
OCBOUTBHCS B 3TOM MUPE M YKPENUThCS, M TOJIBKO M10CJIE 3TOrO OHU CMOT'YT O€30I1acCHO MCIOJIb30BaTh
Cuiy. Ho oHa mogmeTnia, kak ux BecTHUK Ha KaXAOM 3aHATHE MPUCTaIbHO cMOTpUT 3a CeBeps-
HUHOM, KOTOPBIA JIBUTAJICS CITUIIKOM HEECTeCTBEHHO JIsl CBOMX radapuTOB, CIMIIKOM OBICTPO /IS
YeJI0BEUECKOro IJ1a3a, CIIOBHO OH yke obmagan 31oi CHIIOH, MPOCTO HUKOMY He TOBOPUJ 00 STOM.
Boob1ie on Maso ¢ kem pasroBapuBai. TOIBKO MO JIeITy, ¥ TOIBKO KOTIa caM periai K KOMy-To 00pa-
tutcs. K HeMy, Kak paBWJIO, HUKTO HE TOAXOAMJI, [IOTOMY 4TO OIAacauCh.

Dpa ke OobIIIe He [eJ1ana HIKAKMX MOI00HBIX BRIXOAOK, KaK Toraa ¢ ®IMKkcom, HO IpH STOM He
3amedaTth e€ ObUI0 HeBO3MOXHO. OHa IPUTATHBAJIA K ceOe BHUMAHKE CBOE BEIMUYECTBEHHOM aypOil.
[IpaBaa, korga OHM CIyYailHO NepeceKaluch B3MIAAaMH, M3y NOCTOSHHO Ka3aJoCh, YTO OHA Ha
He€ CMOTPUT KaK Ha HACEKOMOe, CBepXY BHU3. .. E€ 3T0 cierka pasapasxaso, HO OHU HU pa3y Tak U He
3aroBOPWJIM. A TIPEIbSBUTH € YTO-TMO0 OBLIO ObI CIIMIIIKOM IITyTIO ¥ OecrieuHo. Ho B iesiom Be€ Ob110
CIIOKOMHO M ONAaceHus JeBYLIKU M3-3a OJM30CTU BceX M30paHHBIX IPYr K JPYry He ONpaBIAJIMCh.
Hukro He mpiTancs e€ youth Wi Kak-JIMO00 HaBpeauTh. [1o Gomnbliei cTerneHu, HUKTO BOOOIIe He
MHTEPECOBAJICS APYTUMM YYaCTHUKAMHU, BCE AEPXKAIUCh IpYyr OT Apyra Ha JAUCTaHUMH, OECIOKOSCH
JIMLIb O CBOEH 6€30MacCHOCTH U OJIaronoyYuu.

CeroHsIHMI JeHb Hayasicst Kak 00bIYHO. BooOie 0110 CTpaHHO Ha3hIBaTh 3TO AHEM, TaK KakK
B 9TOM MHpe Bcerja OblIo TEMHO U JIMIIb OJlaroiapsi MICKYCCTBEHHOMY CBETY, OHM MOIJIA XOTb 4TO-
TO BUIETh. YacoB y Maiiau, K coxasleHuIo, He ObL10, BepHee ObLIIM, KOTOPble HEOOXOAUMO 3apsKaTh
KaX[Iblil I€Hb, HO Pa3Be OT TAKMX Oe3 27IeKTPUYecTBa TYT OyJeT TOJK? A y OCTAJIbHBIX B UX MUPE, KaK
OHa TOHsIJIa, CYTKHM JUTMIIICH HE IBAIIaTh YeThIpe Yaca. Y KOro-To Oosblile, y KOro-to MeHsiue. .. Ho
Y OHH 10 BCeil BUAMMOCTH IyTaJIUCh B MECTHOM TeUeHUE BpeMeHU. Y Maiiau ke co31aBajloch OLLy-
IIEHKE, YTO UX OTIIPABJIAIOT OT/ABIXaTh HEMHOIO paHblle. YCIOBHO YacOB Yepe3 BOCEMHA/ILATh-/Ba-
auatb. OHM ycrieBav ABaX bl 32 JIEHb ITOECTh U MPOBECTU OJHY JAJMHHYIO TPEHUPOBKY, MIOCJIE TOTO
repoM OTHPABJISIMCh Ha OT/ABIX. Bosbllle M HeueM ObUIO 3aHMMAThCS.

Bceex n30paHHbIX cOOpaM Kak OOBIYHO Ha OTKPBHITOM BO3AyXE HEJAJIEKO OT MX 3aJ1a, I1le OHU
BIIEPBbIE BCTPETUIINCH, & Ceivac, 1Mo CyTH, XWIK. TeppuTopusi, Ha KOTOPOi OHM HAXOAMIIUCH OblLIa
Oropo’keHa 4eM-TO Bpoje KameHHoro 3abopa. Kak M oObsicHWIH, 3a €ro mpejesiaMu ecTb IIebli
ropojl, KOTOPBII UM TOKa YTO 3alpelieHo nocenars. Bpoae kak TaM MOXHO HAaiiTH BCE YTO YIOAHO,
BIUIOTh JJO MarM4ecKuX BelIel, HO TyAa MOTYT 3aXOJUTh JIMIIb UCTUHHBIE Tepou. U skoObl UM npen-
CTOUT 3TO eIllE JOoKa3aTb. A BOT MO JIPYryl0 CTOPOHY, ONACHBIMA, TEMHBII MUP, KOTOPBII HACEJSIOT
KYTKHE 1 O4eHb TOJIOHbIE CyIecTBa. BceM M30paHHBIM, OUYeHb HACTOSITEIBHO PEKOMEHJOBAJIH JJake
HE JiyMaTh Tya COBAThCsI, KOHEYHO, €CJI OHHM He XOTAT JIMIIUTHCS CBOMX KOHEUHOCTEN MM BOOOIIIE
CTaTh KOPMOM JJIs1 KaKOH-HUOYIb U3 TBapew. SIkoObI Te 3eMJIM He TOCEIaloT JJake MEeCTHbIe 00UTa-
Teau. Kpome )KyTKMX MOHCTPOB, TaM HUYETO HET U JIOBUTh B TEX MECTaX HEYero.
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Korga o Bce yd4acTHMKM cOOpaiuch ISl TPEHUPOBKH, MB3IIM Kak OOBIYHO CTOsIIa C Kpa-
eIlKy, cTapasich He MpPUBJIEKATh JIMIIHETO BHUMaHUs. OHa yke MPUBBIKJA, YTO OKOJIO HEe€ MOCTO-
SIHHO OKOsaunBaeTcst PIIMKC U Jake ero TYIIble IIYTKU MOCTENeHHO HAYMHAIM BOCIIPUHUMATBCSI HOP-
MasbHO. Ho cerogns, psaoM ¢ Hell o Kakoi-To npuyrHe Betail CeBepsiHUH, Ha TPU TOJIOBBI BhIIIE
e€¢. KoHeuHo, oHa moHMMasia, 4To OH 0COOO He 3a/JlyMbIBACTCS KyJa BCTaBaTh, BeJb €My ILIEBATh,
BU/IMMO TaK MPOCTO coBnajio. Ho oHa HUKaK He MOIJa YCIIOKOUTh CBOIO IpoXb. OT HEro ucxoausia
HEeCTEeCTBEHHAsI aypa, BOBMOXKHO, OHa Jlake UyBCTBOBAJIA HEKMid kap. Buaumo n ®iamke 310 TOXE
YyBCTBOBAJI U CETO/IHS €ro He ObLJIO MOOIN30CTH.

BuKuHr urpan cBOMMH KeJBaKaMHU M Pa3MUHAJ MaJIbLIbl, CJIOBHO Obl TOTOBWICA K JIpake. OT
sToro Maiiau crajio He 1o cede. «OH Beeryia Tak cedst BeJl, UM CeroiHsl 0COOeHHBIN ieHb?!» [omy-
Masia JieBymka. «/M mouemy MHe BedyHO Tak Be3er?!» OHa cTapajiach He KOCHTCSI Ha HErO, HO MOHU-
MaJia, 4To y He€ 9T TUI0X0 nommydaetcsi. Criacasio JIMIIb TO, 9TO HUKTO He 00palia Ha He€ BHUMaHUS,
Y CKOpee BCEero He 3ameva 3TOro.

Mbpiian Bc€ Oosbllie HAUMHATA YyBCTBOBATh HEJIOBKOCTb M €l KOe-KaK yJaBaJIOCh CKPHIBATH
CBOI0 HEpBO3HOCTh. HakoHen-To nosisuiicad BectHuk. Kak 1 Bcerga oHM He 3aMedaiv ero nmpuxoja,
0 KpaiiHel Mepe JieByIlIKa 3Toro He Bujena. OH nossisics s He€ HeokuaaHHo. [lepBoe Bpems
OHa TOCTOSIHHO TIOIIPHITUBAJIA OT YAMBJICHUS, HO MOCTENIEHHO YK€ HauMHAajIa MPUBBIKATh, OJHAKO
CETrOJIHsI, M3-3a CBOEW TPEBOTM, OHA BHOBb HE CMOIJIa COBJIAJIATh C COOOM M CHIIBHO OWMKHYJIA TPH €T0
nosiejieHny. Kakercst, KTo-To TOCMOTpe Ha He€ TMoclie TOro, HO OHA BCSYECKHU CTapasach CIesaTh
HEMPUHYKASHHBIA B/ U He 00panath BHUMAHWUS.

— U tak, ¢ ceromHsIIHero aHs, 1Jis BaC HAYHYTCS TPEHUPOBKH B HECKOJIBKO 3TAIOB — 3aTOBOPHIT
Bectauk — Ha mepBom, Takke Mpogosnkarcst ypakHeH!sI AJ1s1 YKPeTUISHHsI Balllero Tea. A Jablie,
BBI [TOCTETIEHHO HAYHETe IIPOOOBATh UCTIONBH30BaTh CBOI0 CHITY — OH 3aMOJTYaJI, OKUIast OypHOU peak-
1n. Ho HUKTO He BBIKa3aJl CBOETO YAMBJIEHHS. DTOrO U TaK MHOTHE OXUAAIIH.

Mbpiiay TObKO ceilvac 3ayMasiach O TOM, YTO Beb YK KOMYy-KOMY, a BUKUHTY TOYHO He Tpe-
OOBaJMICh HUKAKWE YIPaKHEHUS /ISl YKPETJIEHHsI ero Tesla, HO OH BMECTE CO BCEMH BCET/ia BHINON-
HsUJT BCe yKa3aHusl. [leByIike coXHO ObUIO TO OMUcaTh, HO CO3aBaJIOCh OIIyIIeHue, OyATO BCe ero
OrPOMHBIE MBI ObUIA KAKMMHU-TO IJIOTHBIMH. .. CJIOBHO OHU HaXOMJIMCh B TIOCTOSTHHOM Harpsi-
JKEHUe, UM e ¥ BOBCE BHIKOBaHHbIE U3 cTaiv. OUeBHIHO, YTO €My BCE 3TO AAaBAJIOCh JIETKO. .. KaK
¥ HEKOTOPHIM JPYTUM TreposiM. 3aTo y He€ HeMMOBepHO Oosneno BcE Teno. OHa BCOMUHATA, KaK
paHbIlle 0 yTpaM YacTeHbKO Oerayia W Jefiajia pa3MUHKY, 4TOObI qepxarh ce0s B popme. Ho Bcé
3TO MEPKJIO Tiepe]] HhIHEITHUMHU TPEHUPOBKaMH, €€ MBIl padOTaIH MPOCTO Ha U3HOC, CJIOBHO U3
HeE TBITAIOTCS BbIKATh BCe COKU. «M 3auem TOJIbKO HAC 3acTaBIAIOT BCE 910 Aenarh? He nmoHsTHO!»
[Momymana ripo ceOs1 AeByIIKa.

[Nocrne HeCKOJIBKMX BCTYMUTENBHBIX CJIOB, BECTHHK B 0uepeHOM pa3 1ajl UM yKa3aHUsl TPUCTY-
narh K padore. B uX TpeHHpOBKe ObLJIO OY€Hh MHOTO CTATUYECKUX YIPaKHEHHI, KOT/Ia OHH, HAallpH-
Mep YNHMpaIUCh B CTEHY, TO €CTh B CKaJly, M MBITAIUCh COABUHYTH €€. ECTeCTBEHHO, y HUX 3TO He
TMOJTyYaJioCh, HO MBIIIIIBI HAMPSTATUCH A0 Tipenena. Vnmm uM naBainy KakoH-TO JePEeBSIHHBIN MPYT U
TpeOOBaIM COTHYTb €r0 WM TOJIOMaTh, YTO OBUIO IMPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO, TaK KaK OH IO MPOYHOCTH
MIPEBOCXON KaMeHb WM MeTa/ul. M3y B 3TOM He CHJIBHO paz0upaiach, HO Oblla yBepeHa Ha Bce
cTO mporeHToB. [lotoMy uTO Haxe BUKMHTY He yaaBanioch COTHYTH €ro Oojiee uyeM Ha rapy CaHTH-
MeTpoB. Ho Gostbiiie Bcero Bo BceM 3TOM el He HpaBIJIOCh, YTO BECTHUK MOCTOSIHHO CIEVII 32 HUMU
¥ BEYHO TpeOOoBaJ OOJbIlle, YeM OHM MOIJIM. A B TIOCJIeHEE BPEMsI U BOBCE MPHUHSLICS 3aITyTrHBaTh
JIMIIICHUEM eJIbl TeX, KTO HAYMHA XaJITypUTh. ..

— U K yemy TOJIbKO BCE 9T M3/IeBaTeNIbcTBA?! — HE BBIIEPKAB, CJIOBHO MTPOUUTAB €€ MBICIIH,
BosmyTwicsa Pnuke. Ha 3TOT pa3, HUKTO eMy BO3paxkaTh He CTall, MPAKTUYECKU BCE, CKOpee BCEero,
ObLTM TOTO ke MHeHus. Pa3se urto Tonmbko JIkicast Topusia, Bukunr, Hy u Dpa dyBCcTBOBaIM ceOs
HOPMAJILHO, CJIOBHO MIX HUYETO HE HAIPSTaJIo ¥ BCE YIPAKHEHHS JABAJIMCH C JIETKOCTBIO. . .
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Bectauk orBetmi He cpazy. CriepBa OH XMBIKHYJI, CJIOBHO 3a/lyMaBIIKCh, CTOUT JIM OTBEYATh
v Het? Ho criycTst HeMHOTO BpeMeHH, BCE Ke 3arOBOPUIT:

—IIpencraBbTe, 4TO Ballle TeJIO — 3TO cocyl. Ml IMEHHO B HEM BbI Oy/ieTe HAKAIUIMBATh SHEPTHUIO,
BBIKAQUMBasi €€ U3 OKpyskaomiero mupa. Ilocie yero Bbl HayuuTech NpeoOpa3oBbIBATH HAKOILUICHHYIO
SHEPIrUI0 ¥ CTPYKTYPUPOBATh €€ B TO, UTO BaM NOTpeOyeTcsl, eciiu ObITh TOYHEee, CO3/1aBaTh IICTEHHUS.
Kaxpapiit BUI 1uietenust, OyeT TpeOoBaTh ONpeieIEHHOro KOJMMYECTBA SHEPTUU ¥ BpEMEHH ISl €0
cozaanusi. Ho teneps npeacraBbTe, YTO BBl HAYAIM KOMUTH B ceOe 3Ty SHEPIHUIO, A BHIIJIECHYTh €€ B
Bujsie CuJbl He ycrnieBaete. .. Kaxplii 13 Bac nMeeT pa3Hble BO3MOXKHOCTH, KTO-TO OOJIbIIE CIIOCOOEH
coOparhb U yrnepxkarb, KTO-TO MeHbIle. KTo-To ObICTpo HayuHuTcs e€ mpeoOpa3oBbIBaTh U BHICBOOOXK-
1aTh, a U1 KOrO-To MOTpedyeTcsi ropasao Oosnbine BpemeHn. Kak gymaere, 4To mpou30MaeT ¢ cocy-
JIOM, €CJI1 B HEro OECKOHEYHO MHOTO BJIMBATh Yero-100? A IeThcst ToMy OyleT HeKyaa. ..

B Bo3nyxe nmoBucia TUIIMHA, BCE 3aAyMaJIUCh, IOHUMAs K Y€MY OH KJIOHUT.

— Ecnu BBl X0THTE, YTOOBI S M JaJiblile OTBEYAJ HA Balll BOIIPOCH], TO HE MpeKpamiaiTe CBOU
TPEHUPOBKH, JIakKe KOTJa IbITaeTech Aymarth... — CioBo «[IbTaerech» BUAMMO OBLJIO aJpecOBaHO
®nukcy. K Hemy Tenepb ObUIO OCOOEHHOE OTHOIIICHHE. . .

— Tax Bor, s nmpogomky. OXumaeMo, 4To B TAKOM CIydae, TaHHBIN COCY/l TPECHET, U 3TO eIle
pu OJIArONPUSITHBIX 0OCTOsATENIbCTBAX. BO3MOXHO, ero cpasy ke pa3opBeT. DTO yKe 3aBUCHUT OT
VHIVBHUIYaJIbHBIX KAUeCTB Kaxk0ro. IMeHHO mo3ToMy BHI ceifuac MmogioOHbIM U 3aHUMAeTeCh. YKpen-
JIsieTe ¥ TI0 BOBMOXXHOCTH pacIpsieTe CBOM BHYTPEHHHE eMKOCTH.

— A 4TO, ec/iu He NIepenoIHATh CBOU cocy/]? — BIIEpBbIE 3aroBopuia Dpa — pa3Be Hesib3sl B3SITh
CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO TPeOyeTCsl M Ha STOM OCTAHOBUTCS?

— KoHeuHo MOXHO U faxe HyXKHO! — OTBeTH1 BECTHUK — TOJIBKO 3TOMY BBl HAYYHUTECH JIUIIb
Ha CBOeM JIMYHOM orbite! U 51 Hajgeoch, 4To y KakI0ro U3 Bac 3TOT OMBIT OyJeT OIarornpusiTHBIM.
HukTo Kpome Bac He 3HaeT, CKOJIBKO Ballle TeJIo CIIOCOOHO BblIEpXKaTh... [la ¥ BBI, 51 Tak mosaraio,
ceiiyac MoHsATUs1 00 3TOM He umeete! [ToaTomMy, UTOOB! YBEIMUMTD BAIllM IIAHCHI HA yCIEX, MbI U
TMO/ITOTaBJIMBAEMCS K 3TOMY MOCTereHHo. Emé Bormpockl o 3ToMy noBoay OyayT? — YTOUHHJ OH,
niepeBe/isi cBoi B3op Ha Piukca.

— IlonsiTHO. A M3 yero OyzeT COCTOATh BTOpas YacTh HaIllel TPEHUPOBKU?! — MOCTIEIINIT BOC-
TIOJIb30BATHCS TAaHHBIM MOMeHTOM DuKe 1 3a7ai Boripoc. Beuto omryiieHne, 4to eMy He BaKHO, YTO
CIIpaIMBaTh, IJIABHOE, YTOOB! HA HEr0 0OpaTW/IM BHUMAaHUE U KeJaTeJIbHO OTBETHIIH. . .

— BoI Oyzaere yunThCsi 4yBCTBOBATH OKPY:KaloIylo sHepruio. s Havyana. .. [Tosxe, monpodyere
MOHSTH CBOM BO3MOXHOCTHU. M yX TIOTOM, 51 BaM OOBSICHIO, YTO 3HAUUT CO3/aTh IjIeTeHue !

— OrmuHo! — moTHpas pyku, npousHec PIMKe, CJIOBHO Obl €My HE TepIesoch MOXBACTAThCS
CBOMMH YCIeXaMH Tepel] OCTaTbHBIMU. TOMBKO BOT UTO-TO M3y MOACKA3bIBAJIO, YTO XBACTAThCS
eMy Oyzet HeueM. 3ato rsias Ha CeBepssHUHA UK Dpy, Y He€ cO3/1aBaIOCh BIeYaTIeHNe, OyATO OHU
Y TaK YK€ BJIa/ICI0T KAKMMHU-TO CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH. . .

[Tocne okoHUaHMS IEPBO YaCTH UX TPEHUPOBKU, UM MIO3BOJIMIIM NIEPEKYCUTh. BecTHUK ckazai,
YTO Il TIPONOJIKEHMS], MYCThIE JKEIyAKH UM He MoTpedyercs, Tak Kak (PU3NYECKON aKTUBHOCTH,
KaK TaKOBOH, yxe He OyzneT. Uemy Mbaiinu Obuta HeckazaHHO paaa. OHa U Tak yxke MepeiBUTanach C
OOJIBILIM TPYAOM, NPEOA0sIeBast 00JIb B MbIIILAX. . .

IMoce HeGOBIIOrO NepepbIBa, OHU BHOBb COOpPAIMCh Ha TOM ke MecTe. Ho neByIka cuibHO
yIMBHIIACH, KOT/IA YBHJENa, uTo BecTHUK yxe oxuaaer. [TogodHoe 66110 BriepBbie. OOBIYHO UM IPH-
XOIWJIach IOKUIATHCS €ro MO ABAJIATh-TPUALATh MUHYT. VIHOTIa U JOJIBIIE. ..

— U Tak, nopxoaute nodrKe — Ha4ala roBOpUTh OH — OObsACHEHNE TEOPHH, sI HAUHY C TpaK-
THUYECKOTO MOKa3a.

IMocne 3THX CIOB M3 3eMJIM HayajiM BBIPACTaTh HEOOJNBIINME BBICTYIIBI CJIOBHO MOMOCTBL. OT
YIMBIICHUS, IEBYIIIKA OTIIATHY/IACh HA3a/1, YyTh JIM He cOUB ¢ HOr PIMKca, KOTOPBIN CHOBA OKA3aJIcs
noomsoctu. [lo xecry Kpsna, Maiinu noHsia, 4To 3TO UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHbBIE CUICHUS, JIIS1 TOTO
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YT0OBI UM OBUIO YA0OHEe. TONBKO YTO BHIPOCIIME BHICTYIIbI, HAXOAMIIUCH TaK K€ TIOJTyKPYTOM B KOJIU-
YecTBe JIBEHaaTH IITYK.

— D70 ¥ ecTb IUIeTeHre. Tak OHO BBIISIIUT HA Jiesie — MTPOIOJIKIII TOBOPUTh BecTHHK.

— Huuero He MOHATHO — OTO3BAJICS KTO-TO U3 MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX.

— EcrectBenno! Ecim Ob1 Bc€ ObUTO Tak mpocTo. .. [IpucakuBaiite, Tereph, s pacCKaxy BaM
HeMHOro Teopuu. CriepBa, Bbl IOJKHBI [TOHSTD, YTO BCE UTO 51 BAM PACCKaKy, 3TO JIMIIIb a3bl, KOCTSK,
Ha KOTOpBIIA BBl JIOJKHBI OyfieTe HapalluBaTh MsCO B BUJIE CBOMX TPeHHMpPOBOK. Ha camom nerne B
UCTIoNb30BaHMM CHIIbI HET TAKMX YETKUX PaMOK M BCE 3aBUCUT JIULIb OT BAC CAMHUX, HO ONpe/IesieH-
HBIM BelaM BaM IPUAETCS HAyUUTbCS, IIPEXKIE YEM Bbl CAMU CMOXKETE UTO-TO IKCIIEPUMEHTUPOBATD.
W Tak... YciaoBHO roBops, cymiecTByeT Tpu Buja mieteHuid. IlepBblil, oueHb cioxkHblid. OH OCHO-
BaH Ha BO3/ICHCTBUM HA COOCTBEHHBIN OpraHu3M. Hampumep, ykperuieHre CBOero Tejia, yBeIrmueHre
CWJIBI, JIOBKOCTH, BBIHOCJIMBOCTH, PET€Hepalys U 3aKUBJIEHUE paH, 4To ropasio Tskenee. Hy n nuk
JaHHOTO TIETeHUs1, 3TO MOJHas TpaHcdopmanus Tena. Ha nono6noe criocoOHsl ik eauHuibl. Ho
CHOBa OTOBOPIOCH, BCE 3TO JIMIIL 0A30Bble MPUMEPBI, YETO UMEHHO BbI CMOKETE JOCTHUYb 3aBHCHT
TOJIBKO OT Bac. Bam noHsTHO?

J0 JaBIIMCh OCMBICTIEHHBIX B3IVISIOB M KUBKOB OT M30paHHBIX, BECTHUK MPOJOIIKIIL:

— Bropoii Tun emé cnoxnee. D10 co3upaHue npy nomoiny rieteHnid. Co3panue 4ero-aunoo,
Ha YTO BaM XBATUT HaBbIKOB M yMeHUil. HO TyT OCHOBHAas1 CJIO)KHOCTb 3aKJII0UAETCS] HE B KOJIMUECTBE
UCTIONb3YEMOU SHEPIUH, XOTS 3TO TOXKE OYEHb BaXKHO, a B KAUuecTBe €€ UcIonHeHUs. OUeHb CI0KHO
CO3aTh YTO-TMOO TaK, YTOOBl OHO MOIJIO CYIIECTBOBATh B 3TOM WM JIOOOM JPyroM MUpe, a He
pacchnanoch B MEPBYIO K€ CEKYH[y IPUHSB COBCEM HE Ty (DOPMY M CTPYKTYpPY, UTO BbI IBITAIUCH
3TOMy Npuaath... Xm. [lo Ballum MycThIM IJla3aM, BHXKY, YTO HEKOTOPBIM M3 BaC YK€ CJIOXHO U
Huyero HernoHATHO. Hy na nagHo — npousHec BectHuk nocnenHiono gpasy, msaaa Ha $nukca — U
TPETH1 BUJ IJIETEHUI, CaMBbIi CJI0KHBII !

— Toroam-ka, morogu-ka! Yto 3HAUUT caMblil CJIOKHBII?! A Ye, IPOCTBIX TYT He OyleT 4To
mm? — He yaepxkaiicsi PIMKC OT Heromyoniero Bospaxkenus — OnauH Tsokenee apyroro, omuH! 3auem
TOT/Ia HAJI0 OBLIO YIIOMUHATH, YTO TIEPBBIN BUJ], OUYeHb CIIOKHbINA?!

— IMotomy uto 3710 Tak! B no3nanue Cuiibl HET Jierkux MeTooB! — otBeTm eMy KpaH. A KTO-
TO MOTSIHYJI APHS 32 YXO, YTOOBI HE MeIIaTh BECTHUKY OOBSCHATh 1 00ydarh ux. — [loxkanyit s mpo-
JOJIKY. A BBI, BMECTO IJTYTIBIX BO3pasKEHHIA, MOTJIH OB 331aTh BOIPOCH 1o cymiectBy! U tak! Tperuii
THI 3aKJII0YaeTCsl B BO3AEUCTBUE Ha OKpyXkamolnylo cpeay. M s ero He mpocTo Tak Ha3BaJl CaMbIM
CJIOKHBIM. JIeJI0 B TOM, UTO TYT YK€ BCE 3aBUCUT HE TOJIbKO OT BacC, HO U OT TOI'O MECTA, I7I€ Bbl HAXO-
autech. Y mpu 3TOM, BbI JOJIIKHBI IPEKPACHO YyBCTBOBATH OKPY:KAIOIILYIO CPELy.

— Hanpumep, 51 cMory ynpapiisTh BOIOW WM 3eMJIEH, KaK Bbl STUMU BaJlyHaMH ? — IPOM3HECIA
CKpIOUEHHas JKEeHIIMHA, TOX0kast Ha 0aOKy. Buanmo e€ 3auHTepecoBa IMEHHO STOT METO[I.

— Bbl cMokeTe ynpaBisiTh BOAOI. .. WM CO3AATh €€ U3 HEOTKYAA, HO TO, CKOJIBKO BbI IOTPATUTE
Ha 3TO CWJI, OyeT 3aBUCETh OT BJIAKHOCTH BO3/IyXa B MPOCTPAHCTRE.

—Ilonmy4aercs u c oraem Tak xe? 51 He cMory co3aTh ero, eciu OyeT HeJOCTAaTOYHO KMCIOpOoAa
WX € BJIAXKHOCTb OKAKETCS CJIMILIKOM BBICOKOM ? — IPOJOJIKIIIA 3a/1aBaTh BOIIPOCHI JKEHIIMHA.

— ¥V Bac yiiger Ha 3T0 ropasfo Ooblle Cuil, YeM Morio Obl... Ho B menoM, BBl MpaBUIbHO
TIOHSUTM, XOTSI HIOAHCOB ropaszio OoJbiie. Bel camMu 10kHBL OyzieTe BCE 9TO MPOYyBCTBOBATH M OCO-
3HATh... — OTBETUJ BeCTHUK — OOBSICHATH Ha CJIOBAX, 3TO OJHO, a KOTJa BbI PUCTYIUTE K JIeNy, TO
noiiMeTe, 4To ucnonb3oBath Cuity, 310 coBcem apyroe! M HakoHerll, camoe riaBHoe. OueHb peako,
KOTJJa 9TH TUIIBI TUIETEHUH UCTIONB3YIOTCA 10 paszaenbHocTu! Yare Beero, modasi, Kak Obl BBl BBIPa3H-
JIMCh, MArusi, T0 COBOKYITHOCTH TuieTeHui. JIByx mwmm Tpex! ITpocTto omgHO 13 HUX GepeTcs 3a OCHOBY !
W, ecrecTBEHHO, HAyUUTbCS UCITIONB30BATh X BMECTE B JIECATKM pa3 Tsukenee. Hampumep, Hemb3s
U/IeaIbHO TPaHC(POPMHUPOBATH CBOE TEJIO, HE UCTIOJIB3YS CO3UAAHUS, a TAKKe IOHUMAaHUsI OKpYyKalo-
el cpeabl. Ho B 0cHOBE Bee paBHO JIEKUT MMEHHO BO3/IEHCTBHE HA COOCTBEHHOE TeJo!
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— W xe, naripumep 311 cBeTsimuecs mapbi? Tak?! B HUX Belb 3aj0keHa 4TO-TO OOJbIIee
YeM IPOCTO OroHb?! — BHOBb, MAKCMMAJIbHO 3aMHTEPECOBAHO, CIIPOCHIIA 9Ta CTPaHHAsI AEBYIIIKA.

— B Hux 3ay10%eHO ropasio Oosbilie, YeM Bbl MOXeTe cede mpencTaBuTh. Jliodoe co3umanue,
YTO CIIOCOOHO TMPOCYIIECTBOBATh COTHU JIET, 3aCTyKMBAaET OIPOMHOTO YBaKEHHMsI, a YK MPO CBeue-
HHE, KOTOPOE CTAHOBUTCS sipue TPH MPUOTMKEHNE KUBBIX CYIIECTB 51 M BOBCE HE CTaHy BaM HUYETo
roBOpUTh. BBl mpocTo 3amyTaereck... 171 Havyasa BaM HEOOXOIMMO MPOCTO MOYyBCcTBOBaTh CHily B
ce0e ¥ BOKPYT Bac, a IOTOM, HAyUUTbCSI OHOMY U3 TUITY TUIETEHHIA, OT/IEIBHO OT OCTAJIbHBIX. UTOOBI
ObLJIO C Yero HAYMHaTh. ..

— HaBepnoe nepBomy, pa3 OHO, Cy/s1 10 BalllM CJIOBaM, CaMO€e ITPOCTOE U3 BCEX — BHOBD 3aro-
BopuJ1 Prukc.

— Her! He mepBomy, a TomMy, KOTOpoe Bbl OyzeTe Jiyullie 4yBCTBOBaTh M BOCIIPHHUMATH. Y
KaXJIOro U3 Bac yke MOKET ObITh MPEAPACTIONIOKEHHOCTb K KaKOMY-JIMOO BUIY TJIETEHHA.

— Vry! onstHo! — OypkHyn Pnukc.

— ComHeBatoch. .. — CKeNnTuiecky, IpOKOMMEHTHPOBAJIa €ro cjioBa, Jpa. B To BpeMs, Kak pyku
BukuHra Hayanu Tpemars 1o mBaMm, OT NEPENoTHIEMON ero CUIHL. . .
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I'naBa 13 ApredaxTbl

C OGnaroroBeiiHBIM TpeneToM Makcum MpoAoJKal CMOTPETh U HEXHO JepXkaTh B PyKax 3TO
korbe. Ha Hem ceffuac He OBUIO ITAHOB, M PAIOM JIeKalla Kakas-To Ofek/Ja, HO eMy ObLIO TIeBaTh!
MakcuM BLENWICS UMEHHO B 9TO OPY)KME U He COOMpaJicsl ero HUKOIrga OTIycKaTb. i Hero ato
ObLJT HACTOSILLMI MOJApOK CyAbObl! B ero royioBy Bc€ yailie MpUXOANIN MBICIH O TOM, YTOObI CAMOMY
cozfarb s ceds opyxue. Ho kak? U rue B3saTh Matepuanbl? A TyT LEJIMKOM Takasl MpeKpacHas
Berp! KoneuHo, MakcuM He ymesn UM TOJIKOM TOJIb30BAThCsl, HO pa3Be HaJ0 MHOTO yMa 4TO Obl
Maxatb KonbeM. [lapeHp nonpoOoBas cieaTh napy BbIIAJOB U MOHsUI, 4TO Hajgo! B mobom nene
HEOoOXOIMMO UMETb OIPEIEIEHHOE KOIMYECTBO OMbITa U MPAKTUKH.

«Tak, 1agHO. YIpaBiasATbCA C KOMbEM 5 IOTPEHUPYIOCh MO3XKE, a [IOKA YTO HEOOXOIMMO MOBHU-
MaresbHee 371ech ocMoTpeThes!» [lomyman mpo ceds mapers. OH Hadas M3ydaTh HaxXoIsIIUecs B
9TOM MeCTe JIpyrve MpeaAMeThl, HO KOIbe U3 pyK He BhimycKai. [lycts emy OyaeTr He yAoOHO ¢ HUM,
HO OH €ro OTIYCTHT!

CnepBa eMy 10Ka3ajoCh, YTO OJIEK/1a KAKUM-TO 0Opa30M TOKE CTOMT y CTEHBI Ha YEM-TO BPOJIE
BBICOKOH TOJCTaBKE, HO MOJIONAS MOOIMKE, OH IMOHSJI, YTO BEIM BHUCAT CJIOBHO IPUKJIEEHHBIE K
noBepxHocTU. CTOMIIO eMy IPUTPOHYTHCS K HUM, KaK OHH TYT e OTLENWINCh U yraiu BHU3. [TapeHb
yCIIeJl MX MOAXBATUTh U HaYaJl pa3risaApiBaTh. MaTepual eMy Mokasajcs O4eHb CTPAaHHBIM, HO B TOXE
BpeMsl JOCTaTOYHO ITPOYHBIM, TEMHO-3€JIEHOTO 1IBETA. Y HEero B pyKax HaXOAWJIMCh IITaHBI U KO(TA
C JUIMHHBIM pyKaBoM. K coxasieHnIo, OHM OKa3ajuch pa3Mepa Ha Tpu Oosblile, yeM y Hero. U eciu
BEpX €MI€ MOKHO ObUIO HA/IETh, TO IITAHBI TOYHO CBAJISTHCS, a BE/Ib UMEHHO OHU €My M ObUTH HE0O-
XOAUMBI. XOTSl €CJIU MPUAYMaTh YTO-HUOYAb MO TUMA PEMHS, TO MOXHO U MOIPOOOBaTh. . .

Ero cobctBeHHast KodTa TaBHO yke OblIa BCS M30IpaHa, MCIIaYKaHA M MCIOpUYeHA, TIO3TOMY
OH pelnyI NonpoooBaTh MPUMEPUTH HOBYIO, HO CTApyIO BBIKM/IBIBATH KOHEUHO He coOupascs. Maio
o em€ npurogurcs. CHsB OCTaBILYIOCS OfIEXKAY, apeHb BIEPBbIE 3a J0JIroe BpeMs, yBuaen ceds
npu cBete. Beé ero vcxynapiiee Tesio ObLI0 B CCAMHAX U NTOpe3ax. B HEKOTOPBIX MecTax BUIHEIHCH
IIPOKOJIBI KOKM, BUAUMO OT yKycoB. Ho ¢ pyKo#i, 3a KOTOPYIO OH Tak CUJIBHO NepekHuBajl, Ha yIUB-
neHre ObuT0 BCE B mopsiake. EMy make mokasanock, 4TO paHa 3aKMBaeT MOJO3PUTENIBHO CIUIIKOM
OBICTPO U XOPOILLIO.

IIpucnoHuB Kombe K CTEHE, HO HE OTXO[s OT HEro HU Ha Iuar, Makcum perws IpuMepUTh
oOHOBKY. Kak TonpKko OH Hazien e€ Ha ceds1, OHa TYT K€ yXajlach B pa3Mepax M Hadaja COaBIvBaTh
eMy ropso. OT ucnyra napeHs, OTHIaTHYBLIMCh HA3a/1, yIaJl Ha 3aJHUALLY Y IIPUHSUICS PbsIHO CPBIBATH C
ce0s 3Ty 3es1eHy10 ApsiHb. OH e€ Lapanaj u pacTAruBajl, NbITAsACh Pa30pBaTh, HO MaTepUall OKa3ajcs
CJIMILIKOM 3J1aCTUYHBIM U IPOYHbIM. ByKBajbHO Ha MrHOBeHHe MaKcMMOM 3aBiiajesia aHuKa, HO
BOBpEMsI COOPaBILIKCh, €My YIAJIOCh CTSIHYTh ¢ ceds 3Ty Kopry. OTOPOCHB €€ B CTOPOHY, OH TYT
e CXBATHUJICS 3a KOIbe, O)KUJIasi HOBOTO MOIBOXA M aTaku. Ho H14ero mogo6HOro He MoCye1oBaio.
Kod@rta Tak u ocrayace jiexarb Ha 3eMJie BEPHYBILUCh K CBOMM IPEKHUM pa3MepaMm.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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