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«Koponb Makl i1 CHOTKHYJICSI B CBOMX MOKOSIX, BBIITUB CJUIITKOM MHOTO.
KomHara Bpaianace nepej rjiazaMu, ero rojloBa packajblBajaach MOCAE HOYHBIX
npa3gHoBaHui. KeHIMHa, IMEeH! KOTOPOI OH He 3HaJl, MpUXkKayach K ero 00Ky,
OlHa ee pyKa 0OBMJIach BOKPYT ero Tanuu. Ee pyoariika HaroJIoBUHY CITON31a,

a CMeX XEHIIMHBI YKa3bIBAJI EMY HaIlpaBJIeHWE KpoBaTu. [[Boe ciyr He3aMeTHO
MCUe3JIv, 3aKPhIB 32 cOO0M Beph.OH He 3HaJ, I7ie HAaXOAWJIACh ero KOpojieBa, HO
CETrOJIHSIIITHEN HOUBIO 3TO €ro He BOJTHOBAJIO. Ternepb OHU PEelIKO IEIUIIN JIOKE —
OHa YacTo yaajsaach B CBOM TIOKOM, OCOOEHHO B HOYM MPa3IHECTB, KOTaa M1ip
MPOJIOJIKAJICS CJIMIIKOM A0r0. KoposieBa 3Hajia 0 TOXOKIEHUSAX CBOETO MYXKa,
HO, Ka3ajach, e 3T0 He OECIOKOUT. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OBbLIT KOPOJIEM, a KOPOJIX
MakI wiibl Becerzia mpaBuIv C TPUBWIECTUSIMUA. . .»
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Mopran Paiic
Mapm kopoJien

Astopckoe npaBo 2012 Mopran Paiic

Bce npaga 3amuiiensl. Kpome ciydaeB, pasperieHHbIX B cooTBeTcTBHU ¢ 3akoHoM CIIIA 06
aBTOpCKOM TipaBe oT 1976 roma. Hukakas 9acTh JaHHOTO M3/IaHWSI HE MOXET OBITh CKOITMPOBAHA,
BOCITPOM3BE/ICHA WM TIepeiaHa B 1000 (hopme U JII0OBIMU CPEICTBAMU, UM COXPAaHEHa B CHCTEME
6a3bl JAHHBIX WJIU MOMCKa MH(OpMaIK O6e3 MpeABapUTEIbHOTO pa3pelieH s aBTopa.

OTa 3MEKTPOHHAsT KHUTA JIMIIEH3UPOBaHA TOJIBKO ISl BAaIlEro JIMYHOTO TOJIb30BaHUsA. Ta
KHUTA HE MOXeT ObITh TOBTOPHO MPOjIaHa WM OTAaHa JPYTuM JuiaM. Eciiu Bbl XOTUTE TOAEUThCS
9TOW KHUTOM C JPYT'UM JIMLIOM, BaM HEOOXOIMMO PUOOPECTH IOTIOIHUTENBHYIO KOIHIO JIs1 KaKI0TO
nonyyaresisi. Ecv Bbl unTaeTe 3Ty KHUTY, He KYIMB €€, HJTH OHa He OblTa KyTUIeHa TOJIBKO ISl BaIllero
JIMYHOTO TIOJIb30BAHMSI, BbI JIOJUKHBI BEPHYTh €€ MJIM MPUOOPECTH CBOW COOCTBEHHBIN IK3EMILISP.
Crniacn60 3a yBaxkeHHe K TSKEJIOW padoThl 3TOrO aBTopa.

70 XyI0)KeCTBEHHOE ITpou3BeieHue. ViMeHa, mepcoHaxu, peAnpUsTHS, OPraHu3alluu, MecTa,
COOBITUSL ¥ TIPOUCIIECTBUS SBJISIOTCS TUIOOM BOooOpakeHus aBtropa. Jliodoe coBnajaeHue ¢ peasb-
HBIMU JTIIOJIbMH, )KUBBIMU U MEPTBBIMH, sIBJIsIeTCs aOCOMOTHO cirydyaitHbiM. Jacket image Copyright
RazoomGame, ucrnosnb3yercs o juieH3uu ot Shutterstock.com.

***

«Ymo 6 6030yxe 51 8uxCY nped coboio?
Kunocan! Cxeauy e20 3a pykosme. —
A, mut He dancsi! Ho mebs s eudicy!»

Yunvam llexcnup « Maxoem»
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I'1aBa nepBast

Enga nepack Ha Horax, Kopons MakI'un Bomi€n B cBou nmokou. OH CJMIITKOM MHOTO BBITHIL,
U Terepb nepe]] I71a3aMu B TUIBUIO, a TOJIOBA PAacCKaIbIBAJIACH ITOCIIe HOUHBIX Mpa3aHoBaHui. JKeH-
IIMHA, UMEHU KOTOPOU OH He 3HAJ, MPYKMUMaach K HeMy, OOHSIB ero pykou 3a taymio. Ee pyOarika
HarojoBuHY crnonzna. CMmesich, OHAa TIOBEJA ero K KpoBaru. [IBoe ciyr He3aMeTHO MCYe3Id, 3aKPhIB
3a coOOM /ABEpb.

OH He 3HaJ, TIe HAXOQWJIACh €ro KOpOJieBa, HO CErOIHSIIHEN HOUBIO 9TO €r0 He BOJHOBAJIO.
Ternepb OHU PEIKO JICJIVIIN JIOKE — OHA YaCTO YAAJISIACh B CBOM TIOKOHM, OCOOEHHO B HOUM ITPA3THECTB,
KOTJIa TTUP TPOIOJIKAJICS CITUIIKOM J10J1r0. KoposieBa 3Hana o MOX0okK/ISHUsIX CBOEro Myka, HO, Ka3a-
J1ach, €e 3TO He OeClIOKOUT. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH ObLT KOpOJieM, a Koposii MakI iiibl Bceraa mpaBrIn
C TIPUBWJIETUSIMHU.

Ho korga MakI'mi HampaBisuicst K KpOBaTH, BOKPYT BCE CTAJIO PACIUIBIBYUATHIM, U OH BIPYT
3ax0Tes1 U30aBUThCSI OT STOM JKEHIIUHBL. BoJibilie OH ObLT He B HACTPOGHUH Pa3BJIEKAThCI.

«OctaBb MeHs1!» — MpUKa3al OH, OTTAJIKUBAS ee.

OT HeoXxuaaHHON OO IBI KeHINMHA 3amepiia. OTKpbUIach JBEPh U BOIILIH CIIYTH, KOTOPBIE MO/I-
XBaTWJIM €€ TOJ PyKU U BbIBEIM U3 KOMHAThl. OHAa COMPOTHUBIISIACH, HO 32 3aKPBITOM JIBEPHIO €€
KPHKY ITOYTU He ObLIU CJIBIITHBL

MaxkI'vi1 cent Ha Kpail KpOBaTH U MPUKPBUI TOJIOBY PYKAMH, MBITAasICh IPOTHATH TOJIOBHYIO OOJb.
OOBIYHO TOJIOBHAsI OOJIb HACTYMAJIA Y HErO ropaszio MO3kKe, KOra BhIITUBKA YKe BHIBETPHBAJIACH, HO
9THUM BeuepoM Bce ObUIO 1o-1pyromy. Bee mamenmiocs tak 6uicTpo. [Ipa3mHuk ObuT B caMoM pasrape,
1, Ka3aJioCh, HUYTO HE MOIJIO HApyIIUTh Becenbe. OH TOMBKO YCTPOUJICS C MOPIUEN JTydIlero Msica
1 OOKaJIOM KPENKOro BUHA, KaK BJIPYT MOSIBUJICS TOT MJIBYMK, TOp, U BCE UCTIOPTHIL.

CHavasa OH pacckasaj Ipo CBOM JIypallkHid COH, TIOTOM UMeJI HarJIOCTh BHIOWTH KYOOK U3 PyK
KOpOJIs. A TIOCTIe IOSIBUJIACh Ta COOAKa, KOTopasi BhUIaKasla BUHO — U TYT e 3aMEPTBO yIiajia Ha IJ1a3ax
y Bcex. C Toro camoro mraoBenust Makl w1 Ob01 B 1110Ke. Oco3HaHUE MTPOU3OIIE/IIEro OOPyIIUIOCh
Ha HEro — KTO-TO TBITAJICS €70 OTPaBUTh. YOUTH ero. OH ¢ TpynoM Bepuil 3tomy. Kto-To rpobpaics
MHUMO €r0 OXPaHbl, MIMO €r0 JIeTYCTaTOpOB BHHA U e/ibl. KopoJib HaxoquJics B miare OT CMepTH, U ero
10 CUX TIOP TPSICIIO TP MBICTA 00 STOM.

OH BciomuwmI1, uto Topa yBenu B Hoa3emMesibe, U CIIPOCUIT ceOs1 — MPaBUJIBHBIA T 3TO OBLT
npukas. C olHOW CTOPOHBI, pa3syMeeTcsl, apeHb MPOCTO He MOT 3HATh O TOM, YTO BHHO B €ro KyOKe
ObLIO OTPABJICHO, €CJI OH CaM €ro He OTIPaBUJI WM KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM He ObLT 3aMelllaH B Ipe-
cryrieHnd. C qpyroi CTOpOHBI, OH 3HaJI, 4To Top 001aaan yOOKUMH TAMHCTBEHHBIMU CHUJIAMH —
CJIVIIIIKOM TAaWHCTBEHHBIMHU — U, BOBMOXHO, OH TOBOPUJI TIpaBay. MoxkeT ObiTh, OH HA CAaMOM Jiejie
BUJIEN 9TO B cBoeM cHe. Bo3morkHO, Top AefCTBUTENBHO criac ero KU3Hb W, MOKET ObITh, Makl mi
OTIPABUJI B TIO/I3EMEIThE CAMOTO MPEJaHHOro cede YeloBeKa.

MaxkI'vn cunen, noTupasi CBoi CMOPIIEHHBIH JIOO, MBITAsSCh OCO3HATh BCE CIIYUMBIIIEECS, U €r0
TOJIOBa pacKajbiBaiach OT Mbiciell. Ho 3Tol HOUbIO KOPOJIb CJIMIITKOM MHOTO BBIITHII, Pa3yM €ro ObLT
Yyepecuyp 3aTyMaHEeH, MBICJIH ITyTaJINCh, ¥ OH HUKAaK HEe MOT JI0OpaThCs JI0 caMoil cyTu. B koMHare
ObLIO CJTMIIIKOM KapKO — 3HOWHAs JIETHsISI HOUb JlaBaJia o ceOe 3Hath. Ero Teno meperpenock nocie
JOJITUX YaCOB TOTJIOIIEHHUs eIkl ¥ INThs. Ha ero Tese mpocTynant not.

MaxkI vt mpoTSHYJI pyKy ¥ CKUHYJT CHaYaJIa CBO0 MaHTHIO, 3aTeM BEPXHIOI pyOariky. OH CHSLT
BCE, KpOMeE HUKHEW pyOarlk.

Koposs BbITEp NOT cHavasa co j16a, oToM ¢ 60pobl. OH HAKJIOHWIICS Y CTSIHYJI CBOU OI'POM-
HbIE TSDKEJIbIe CArloTH — M0 OIHOMY 32 pa3 — M CKaJl MaJIbIIbl HOT, KOTJIa OHU TIOYYBCTBOBAJIM BO3/IYX.
Taxerno apia, MakI ' cuaes, mbITasich BOCCTAHOBUTH camooOagadue. Ero skMBOT cerogHs oTsike-
Jie, a 3To ObLIo 0OpeMeHnTeIbHO. MakI T OMHSIT HOTH BBEPX U JIeT Ha CIIUHY, TIOJIOXKUB TTOAYIIKY
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Ha rosnoBy. OH B3[JOXHYJ ¥ TIOCMOTpEJ BBEPX, HA MOTOJIOK, YMOJIsis, YTOOBI TOJIOBA MepecTaia Kpy-
KUTHCS.

«Kmo xouem youme mensi?» — cHOBa M CHOBA 3a7aBai oH cede Borpoc. On modun Topa kak
CblHa, U COMHEBAJICS, YTO TOT MOr ObITh yOwiitiein. MakIun cripammBan cebsi, KTO e XOTell ero
CMEpPTH, KaKrieé MOTHBBI MOTJIM OBITh y 9TOTO YeJIOBeKa — U, YTO CaMOe BaXXHOE, IPeIIPUMET JId OH
HOBYIO TIONBITKY. B 6e30nmacHocT 1 on? Heyxenu 3asiBeHust AproHa BepHbl?

MaxkI 1 mouyBCTBOBAJ, UTO OTBET HAXOAUTCS 3a MpeieslaMy ero OHUMaHHUSI, M BEKU ero OTsi-
xenenu. Ecim Obl OH MOT MBICTIUTH SICHO, TO, BO3MOXXHO, OH OBl Bce MOHsUL. [Ipraercst monoxaarh
yTpa, YTOOBI BBI3BAaTh CBOMX COBETHUKOB M Ha4YaTh paccieioBaHue. Borpoc OblT HE B TOM, KTO XOTe
ero CMepTd, a B TOM, KTO He XoTen ee. KoponeBckuid 1BOp ObLT IMOJNOH JIIOAEH, KaKAyIIUX €ro
TPOHA: aMOMIIMO3HBIE TeHEePaJIbl, XUTPbIe WIEHBI COBETA, KAk IyIIMe BJIACTH JBOPSIHE, IIIMUOHBI, CTa-
pble CoNepHUKH, YOuitlpl U3 kiaHa MakKiaynoB v, MoKeT ObITh, 1axe U3 Yailibaca. A ObITh MOXET,
yOuiiia ObLT ere OKe.

MaxkI v Hayas morpyarbCsi B COH, U IJ1a3a €ro YKe MOYTH 3aKPbUIMCh, HO BAPYT YTO-TO MpHU-
BJIEKJIO ero BHUMaHue. OH 3aMeTHI1 KaKoe-TO ABWKEHUE U, PUCMOTPEBIINCH, YBUJIEN, UTO €ro CIIyT
B KOoMHaTe He Obuto. OH MOprHy. B HegoymeHnu. Ciryrvt HUKOra He ocTaBisuii MakI wna ogHoro.
OH [1axe He MOT BCTIOMHHUTb, KOTJja B TIOCTIEAHUI pa3 OH OCTaBaJICsl OAMH B CBOMX MOKosiX. Kopoib
HE MOMHIJI, YTOOBI MPUKAa3bIBAT UM BHIATH. M, UTO camMoe cTpaHHOE — ero ABepb OblIa pacraxHyTa.

B 31y camyio munyTy Mak[ vt ycibimman mym u3 Ipyroro KoHia Komaatsl. OH ObIcTpo 00ep-
HYJICSI, BCMATpHBasich B TeMHOTY. [TpoOupasich BIIOJIb CTEHBI, HA CBET (hakesia BhIIIES BHICOKUI XyI0M
YeJIOBEK, OJIETHIN B UEpHBIN I11al. Ero auiio ckpbiBai KamoimoH. Makl 1 HECKOIbKO pa3 MOPrHYy.JI,
cripaimBasi cedsl, He MeperuTcs i1 eMy Bce 9T0. CHavana oH ObUT yBEpeH, YTO 3TO BCETO JIMIIb TEHU
OT MepLaHus gaxea.

Ho mraoBenwue criycts purypa czienaia HeCKOJIBKO IaroB Brepe, ObICTpO MPUOIMKASACH K €ro
KpoBaTth. B Tyckiom cBete MakI v nonbitaiicsi pa3ooparb, KTO 3TOT 4enoBeK. OH MHCTUHKTHBHO
HavaJ MOJHUMATHCS ¥, KAK ONBITHBIA BOMH, TIOTSHYJICS K MOSICY 32 MEYOM MJIU XOT$1 Obl 32 KUHKAJIOM.
Ho xoposnb yxe ObUT B HOUHOH pyOallike, a 3Ha4UT, IpU HeM He ObUTO HUKAaKOro opyskus. bezopyx-
HbIiA, MakI'wi cen Ha cBoel KpOBaTH.

Tenepsb purypa ABUranach ObICTPO, CIOBHO 3Mesl B HOUH, CTPEMUTEIIHHO MPpUOIMKasich K Mak-
I'mny. Ipunonusasmmcs, MakI v yBuaesn Mo 3toro yenoseka. KoMHara Bee elnie Bpaiaiach nepes
ero rasaMu. OnbsiHEHHE MEIIAI0 €My YeTKO BUIETh, HO Ha KaKOe-TO MIHOBEHHE KOPOJIb MOT Obl
MOKJISICTBCSI, YTO Tiepe]] HUM OBLIO JIUIIO €rO ChIHA.

TI'apem?

Cepaire MakI'via HaMOJTHUIOCh BHE3AITHOUM TAHWKOM, KOTJJa OH CITpAIIuBaI ceOs1, YTO ero ChIH
MOT 3[eCh JIeJIaTh TaK MO3IHO HOUBIO, TIOSIBUBIIUCH O€3 MpeaypeKaeHHs.

«Moii cbiH?» — BBIKPUKHYJT OH.

MakI'mt yBujien B ero ria3zax HamepeHue yousaTb. it Koposs 3To ObUIo Gojiee 4eM 0CTa-
TO4YHO. OH OBICTPO CIIPBITHYJI C KPOBATH.

Ho ¢urypa asuranacek cavmkom 6sictpo. He ycrien MakI i yKpbIThest pyKoOit, Kak ¢purypa B
YepHOM MpPUCTYNIIa K JedcTBU0. B cBete akena OnecHyn MeTaul, — B OJHO MIHOBEHHE JIe3BUE
HOXa, pa3pe3aB BO3/1yX, BOH3WIOCh B CEpALIE KOPOJIS.

MaxkI 1 mpOH3UTENIBHO 3aK pUYai — ITyOOKHIA CTPAITHBIN KPUK OOJH YAUBHUII JaXe €ro CaMoro.
310 OBUI KPHK, KOTOPBIN OH HE pa3 Ciblal B 0010. Tak Kpuyany cMepTesbHO paHEHHbIE BOWHBI.

MakI 't mouyBCTBOBa, KaK XOJIOTHBIN MeTaJlT IMPOoIIes yepe3 ero pedpa, mpophiBasich yepes
MBIIIIIBI, CMEIMBAsICh C KPOBBIO, TIOCTETIEHHO MPOXO/s Bce Iyoke u rimyoxe. bosib Oblia cuiibHee,
YeM OH MOT ceOe MPeACTaBUTh — Ka3aJloCh, YTO KMHKaJl HUKOTIA He MPEeKpaTuT BoH3aThes. JKamgHo
XBaTasi pToM BO3/1yX, Mak[ W1 OIy THJI BO PTY FOpsIYYIO COJIEHYIO KPOBb, EMY TSIKEJIO CTaJIO JbIIIATh.
Koposnb 3actaBuit cedst HOOHATD I1a3a U MOCMOTPETh B JIMIIO, CKpbIBaloIieecs 3a KamomoHoMm. OH
YAUBUJICS, OCO3HAB, UTO OMIMOCS. ITO ObLT HE €ro ChiH, a KAaKOK-TO Ipyrou 4eiaoBek. OH y3HaJI ero,
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HO HE MOT' BCIIOMHUTb, KTO OH. DTOT MYKUMHA ObUT U3 €ro OJM3KOro OKpykeHus. M oueHb Moxox
Ha ero ChIHa.

Koposb TIIeTHO mbITascsi BCMIOMHHUTD MMSI 9TOTO YeJI0BEKa — MBICIIH Iy TAJIUCh B TOJIOBE.

Korga ¢urypa Bcrana Hag HAM, Aepxka HOX, Makl mity KakuM-To 0Opa3oM yaanoch MOAHSTh
PYKY ¥ TOJIKHYTh YesioBeKa B Tuiedo. Koponb MovyBCTBOBA MPUJIMB CHJI 3aKJIEHHOTO BOMHA, OH
OIIYTHJI MOIIIb CBOMX IMPEAKOB, MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO Ta BHYTPEHHsISI CHJIA, UTO CHeJIajia ero Koposiem,
He caactes. Cobpas cBou nocyieiHue cuitbl, Makl Wi OTTONKHYIT yOUHILy.

Yenosek okazaiicst 6ojiee XyIpIM M XPYIKUAM, Y4eM rmoka3anock Makl uiny cHauana. OH oTieren
Hazaj ¢ KpukoM. Kopormo ynanock BeTaThb U, MPUIOKUB O POMHOE YCHITHE, OH HarHYJICS ¥ U3BJIEK HOX
u3 coeii rpyau. OH Opocuit ero yepes BCIo KOMHATY U TOT, C JISI3TOM YAAapUBIIMCh O KAMEHHBIH T10J,
BOH3WJICS B JAJIBHIOI CTeHY. YesnoBeK, Yel KamomoH yraj Ha IJIe4Yd, TIOJHSUICS Ha HOTH M B yXkKace
yCTaBUJICS Ha KOPOJIsi, KOTOPBIM HAaYaJl Ha HEro HacTynath. Pa3BepHyBIINCh, yOUiiia modexain yepes
KOMHATy, OCTAHOBUBIIIMCH TOJILKO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI U3BJIEUb KUHKAJI, a 3aTEM CKPbUICS U3 BUJA.

MaxkI vt momnsITascs mocie1oBaTh 3a HUM, HO YeJIOBEeK OeXall CIMIIKOM ObIcTpo. BHezarHo ero
rpyab IpoH3uiIa octpast 001b. MakI 11 mouyBCTBOBAI, UTO criadeer.

Koposs cTosin mocpenu cBoeit KOMHATBI, TIIsIIsE Ha KPOBb, JIBIOIIYIOCS U3 €70 TPY/AX Ha OTKPBITHIE
nagonu. OH OMyCTHJICS Ha KOJICHH.

MaxkI 1 mouyBCTBOBaJI, KaK XOJIOZIEET €r0 TeJIO M, OTKUHYBIIUCH Ha3a]l, MOIBITAJICS 3aKpHYaTh.

«OxpaHa», — OCTIBIIIAJICS CITA0bIA KPHK.

OH caenan riryOOKuil BAOX M, HAXOISCh B arOHUH, 3aKPUYAJl CBOUM ITyOOKHM IOJIOCOM — TOJI0-
COM, KOTOPbII KOT1a-To MpuHaaiexkail kopomo: «OXPAHA !»

W3 nanpHero Kopuaopa TOHOCHIIHCH IIary, MeJIEHHO MpUOIvkaBivecs: K Hemy. Koposs ycibl-
I11aJ1, KaK BaJieKe OTKPbLIach IBEPh, IOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK K HEMY moaxonsAt moau. Ho nepen rinazamu
BHOBb BCE ILIBLIO, TOJBKO HA TOT pa3 He M3-3a BHITUBKHU.

[Mocnepnum, uto yBumen Makl v, ObLT XOMOIHBIA KaMEHHBIA IO, MPUOIMKAIOIIMIACSA K €ro
JIVLLY.
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I'1aBa BTOpas

Top cxBaTui kene3Hblii ABEPHOM MOJIOTOK M MOTSAHYJI €r0 W30 BeexX cuil. OrpoMHas IepeBsH-
Hasl IBEpb CO CKPUIIOM OTKpbUIACH, MPEACTABUB €0 B30pYy MOKOM KOposis. OH BOWIEN B KOMHATY.
[NepemaruBas yepe3 moOpor, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KAK BOJIOCKM Ha €ro pyKax BCTasu JAbIOOM. 371ech
Hapuia KpoMeIHasl ThMa, 0OBOJIAKMBAIOIAs, CIOBHO TyMaH.

Top crenan HeCKONBKO IIaroB BriyOb KOMHaTHL. Ha creHax morpeckuBai oronp ¢axesna. OH
npuodIM3MiICA K Tely, JiexaieMy Ha noiay. OH yxke JOrajiblBajicsi, YTo Nepe] HUM KOpoJjb, YTO OH
ObL1 yourt, uto Top onozgan. Top He MOT MOHATH, KyJa 3allpONacTUIMCh BCE OXPAaHHUKHU, U [TOYEMY
HUKTO HE MPULIEN, YTOOBI CIIACTH KOPOJISL.

Horu Topa cranm BaTHBIMH, KOTJJa OH BIUIOTHYIO Hofouies K Teiy. OnyCTUBIINCH Ha KOJIEHH,
OH JIOTPOHYJICS IO MOXOJIOJEBIIETO I1Ie4a U EPEBEPHYIT KOposisd. DTO JeUcTBUTENBHO OblT Makl ui,
ero OBIBIIMI KOPOJIb — OH JIEKAJT COBCEM OE3KM3HEHHBIH, C IMMPOKO OTKPHITBIMU TJIa3aMHU.

Top nmogHs r1a3a ¥ yBUAEIN, YTO HaJ HUM CTOMUT ciyra kopoist. OH gepikan OoNmbIIon yKpa-
IICHHBIH JIParolieHHBIMI KaMHSIMU KyOOK — TOT camblii, KoTopslil Top Buzen Bo Bpems nupa. Kyook
OBUI czieNlaH U3 TIPOYHOTO 30JI0Ta U TOKPHIT psiiaMu pyOrHOB M carpupoB. [nsaast Ha Topa, ciyra
MEJIJIEHHO BBUIWJI BUHO HA Ipydb Koposs. bpeizru BuHa nonanm Topy B uwo.

Mostozioii 4esioBeK ycIbliiaia NTHYUA KPUK U, OOEpHYBLINCH, YBUIEN CBOETO COKOJa DcTode-
Jeca, yeesierocs Ha miedo MakI'mna. Cokon cm3Hys1 BUHO co ek Topa.

Top obepHyJIcs Ha IIIyM U yBUJIEN riepe] coO0oil AproHa, KOTOPBIN CTPOro cMOTpe Ha Hero. B
OIHOU PYKE OH JIEpKaJl CBEPKAIOLLYIO KOPOHY, B JPyrof — CBOM ITOCOX.

Apron nogomesn o6nvke 1 Hajel KopoHy Topy Ha ronosy. Top omnytii Ha cebe e€ Bec. Kopona
U/IeaIbHO TIOIXO/INJIA MY TI0 pa3Mepy, ee MeTajll 00pamJIsil ero BUCKU. Top yIMBIEHHO IOCMOTPE
Ha Jpynja.

«Tenepb Tbl — KOPOJIb», — 3aBUJI TOT.

Mortozioii 4enoBeK MOPrHyJI, a KOIjla OTKpbLUI [JIa3a, yBUAE nepes codoil Beex wieHoB Jleru-
oHa, Cepebpa, COTHM MYKYMH U MAJIBYMKOB, KOTOPbIE TOJIMIIUCH B TIOKOSIX, IVIs1/1s1 HA Hero. Bee, kak
OZIVH, OHU NPEKJIOHWIIN KOJIEHU, TIOCJIE YETO MTOKJIOHUIUCh EMY, YCTPEMUB CBOM B30PbI B ITOJ.

«Ham Koponb», — pazgaiicst Xop ronocos.

B Ty ke cexynny Top npocHysca. OH NpunogHsICs, TSKENO JIbla, OCMAaTPUBAsCh IO CTOPO-
HaM. B nomerieHnu 6110 TEMHO U CbIpo. TOp MOHSUI, YTO CUAUT Ha KAMEHHOM I10JTy CIIMHOM K CTEHe.
Monogon 4esoBeK MpUIYPUJICS B TEMHOTE W YBUJIEN BJAJIEKE KEJIE3HBIE PELIETKH U MEPLAIOLIAN
(paken. Y TyT OH BCHOMHWII, 4TO HAXOOUTCA B NoA3eMeNbe. Ero npuramuim cioga rnocnie nupa.

Top BCOMHWMII, KaK OXpaHHMK yAApHJI €ro MO JIMIY, ¥ TIOAyMaJl, Y4TO, JOJKHO OBITh, OH MOTe-
PSUL CO3HAHUE — OH HE 3HaJI, HAJOMTO JIA. TOop cell, TSKENo Jplilia, MBITasCh IPOrHaTh yKaCHOE CHO-
BuzeHne. OHO Ka3aaoch TAKUM peasibHbIM. Top Mommiicst 06 0OpaTHOM, O TOM, YTOOBI KOPOJIb OBLIT
kuB. O6pa3 meprBoro MakI mia Bpe3asics B ero pasym. Hey:xenu Top 1eliCTBUTENBHO YTO-TO BUIE?
W ero BooOpaskeHHe MPOCTO ChHIrPasIo C HUM IIYTKY?

Top nouyBcTBOBaJI, Kak KTO-TO ITHYJI €70 IO HOTE M, TIOIHSAB I71a3a, yBUJE] CTOALLYIO HaJ HUM
(purypy Kakoro-to yesoBexa.

«Kak pa3 BpeMs1 pochInaThCs, — MPO3BYYall rojoc. — 51 k11y yke HECKOJIBKO 4acoB».

B tyckiiom cBete Top pasmisiaen Juio nogpocTka — ero popecHuka. OH ObUT XyIbIM, HEBBICO-
KHM, CO BIAJIBIMU IIEKaMH U psIOO¥ KOXKEH, HO B €ro 3eJIeHbIX I71a3ax YUTAIHCh J00pOTa U yM.

«Mens 30ByT Mepek, — Ipou3Hec napeHb. — TBOM COKaMEpPHUK. 3a 4TO ThI 31€Ch 7»

Top BBITPSAMUIICS, TIBITASICh COOPaThCs ¢ MBICTSAMH. OH PUCIIOHIICS K CTEHE M ITPOBEJ PyKaMH
I10 BOJIOCAM, MBITAsICh BCIIOMHUTb, COOpaTh OOPBIBKM BOCIIOMUHAHUI BOEAMHO.

«["oBOPAT, YTO ThI NBITANICSA YOUTb KOPOJIsl», — Mpojokain Mepek.
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«OH ¥ TpaBjia MeITajCcs yOUTh KOPOJIs, U MBI Pa30pBEM €ro Ha KyCKH, €ClIM OH KOraa-imoo
BBIOEpETCS OTCIONIa», — CEPAUTO TIPOBOPYAT YESH-TO TOJIOC.

Paznancs xop s13raibsi, KTO-TO 3aCTy4asl OJIOBSIHHBIMH YaIlIKaMU O METATUYECKUE PEIIETKH.
Top yBuzesn, 4To Bech KOPUIOP HATOMHEH KaMepamu. [ pOTECKHOrO BUIa Y3HUKU TIPUCTIOHUINA CBOH
TOJIOBBI K peIlIeTKaM B MepIiaionieM cBeTe (pakeaoB, HacMeXasich HaJ, HUM. BOJNBIIMHCTBO M3 HUX
ObLTM HEOPUTHIMU U 6€33yOBIMH, HEKOTOPbIE BBHIIJISIACTN TaK, Oy/ITO HAXOAWIUCH 3[1eCh HE OMH TO/1.
3penuiie ObUI0 yxKacaouwmM, 1 Top oTBEN B3MIsAA. Heyxenn oH Ha caMoM Jieie HaXOOUTCS B MOfI3e-
Mesbe? 3acTpsiHET JIM OH 371€Ch CO BCEMU STUMM JIIOIbMU HaBcerja?

«He obparmaii Ha HUX BHUMaHUs, — cka3an Mepek. — B 3Toil kamepe ToJIbKo MbI ¢ T060i. OHM
HEe MOTyT BOWTH ciofa. W maske eciam Thl OTpaBHII KOPOJisi, MHE BCE paBHO. 51 U cam xoTten Obl ero
OTPaBUTH».

«51 He orpasnan Koposs, — Bo3MyiueHHO npousHec Top. — A Hukoro He TpaBwi. S nbITaincs
ero cracTy. 5l Bcero JmIib OMPOKUHYJT €ro KyOOK».

«A OTKyza Thl 3HAJ, YTO BUHO OTPABJIEHO? — BBIKPUKHYJI T'OJIOC U3 KAMEpPbl CHU3Y, TOJCITyIIaB-
M ux pasrosop. — [lonarato, 3To marus?»

N30 Bcex kamep KOpUIOpa pa3Jalicsi XOp MX IMHUYHBIX CMEIIKOB.

«OH — 3KCcTpaceHc!» — HACMEIIIJIMBO BBIKPUKHYJT OJMH U3 Y3HUKOB.

Ipyrue paccMesiyinch.

«Her, nymato, mpocto yrajgai», — IporpemeJ rojioc Apyroro y3Huka K pajocT COTOBapUILEH.

Top cepanTo MOCMOTpeEN Ha HUX, OOMKAsiCh Ha 3T OOBUHEHUsI, Cropasi OT XKeJIaHusI BceX X
nepeyoequth. Ho Mosonoii yesioBek 3Haul, 4TO 3TO OyJeT MycToi Tpatod BpemeHu. Kpome Toro, oH
He 00s13aH OMpaBIbIBATHCS Mepe]] STUMHU MPECTYTHUKAMH.

Mepek paccmarpuBai Topa — ero B3risi ObUT HE TAKUM CKENTUYECKUM, KaK B3IJIS/bI IPYTHX.
Kazanoce, yTo oH Koneosercs.

«51 Tebe Bepr0», — TUXO CKa3asl OH.

«[IpaBga?» — cripocun Top.

Mepek noxai mie4amu.

«B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, ecii ObI THI XOTeJI OTpaBUTh Koposis, pa3se cTasl Obl THI COOOIIATh eMy 00
aTOM?»

PasBepHyBIMCch, Mepek OToIIeNl Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaroB Ha CBOI0 CTOPOHY Kamephbl U TpHCel,
MPUCIIOHMUBIIUCH K cTeHe. OH nmocMotpen Ha Topa.

Terepb B Tope IpOCHYIOCH JTIOOOIBITCTBO.

«A 3a 4TO mwl 3[1ECh ?» — CIIPOCUJT OH.

«5I — BOp», — oTBeTHI1 Mepek HECKOJIBKO TOpo.

Top onenm — npexae eMy HUKOTa He IPUXOIUIOCh HAXOAUTHCS B OOIIECTBE BOPa, HACHOS-
uiezo Bopa. CaM OH HMKOI/Ia HE AyMaJl O BOPOBCTBE, TOTOMY BCEr/ia MOpaxacs, HOHUMasl, 4To Jpy-
THe JTIIOIW TyMaJid 00 3TOM.

«[ouemy ThI 3TO AEnaemb?» — cnpocun Top.

Ero cokamepHuK noxas rjiedyamu.

«Moeii cembe Heuero ecTb. A OHM JIOJDKHBI TUTAThCS. Sl HUKOTIa HU4eMy He 00yJalicsi, Kpome
TOTO, Y MEHsI HET HUKaKMX HaBBIKOB. BOPOBCTBO — 3TO € AMHCTBEHHOE, UTO 51 yMeIo. $1 He Kpaay HU4ero
KPYITHOTO — B OCHOBHOM, €/1y. MHe 3TO CXOAWJIO C PyK B T€YEHHE HECKOJIBKHUX JIET, a TOTOM MEHs
noriMaii. BooOiie-1o 310 Mo# Tpetuii apect. TpeTuil pa3 — camblil Xy/IIITHi».

«[Touemy?» — cripocun Top.

Kakoe-to Bpemsi Mepek momual, a 3aTeM MeJIeHHO MoKaydas rojoBoil. Top 3aMeTus1, 4To ero
I71a3a HaIOJHWIKCh CJIE3aMHU.

«3akoH Koposs crpor. be3 uckmoueHwnii. 3a TpeThe MPaBOHAPYILICHUE OHU OTPYOAIOT PYKY».

Top 6b11 B yxkace. OH OpocuJI B3MIs Ha pyKu Mepeka — o0e ObLi Ha MecTe.

«OHH ellie He PUXOAUIIH 32 MHOU, — cooOImiI Mepek. — Ho oy ipuayT».
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Top 6wl B ykace. Mepek OTBeJ B3IJISAI, CJIOBHO €My CTaJlo CTHIIHO. Top ToXke OTBEN B3IJIS,
MBITASICh OTOPOCUTH 3TU MbICU. OH B3sJICA pyKamu 3a rosioBy. OH IbITasICSt COOPAThCS C MBICTISIMH,
HO TOJIOBA TOJIBKO CHJIbHEE HAuMHANIA OOJIETb.

[NocneqHye HECKOBKO AHEH MPOMEIbKHYIIA BUXPEM — CTOJIBKO BCETO CITYUMIJIOCh M TaK OBICTPO.
C of1HO CTOPOHBI, OH MMO3HAJ ycrex, 3anmTy. OH yBuzen Oyayiee, mpeckasan OTpaBIeHue KOpoJs
MakI'mia u cniac ero ot 1ol yyactu. [loxaiyii, Bc€ ke cynp0y MOKHO U3MEHUTh — BO3MOKHO, €€
MOXHO CJIOMHTb. TOp OITyTHJI IPUJIMB TOPAOCTH — OH CIAC CBOETO KOPOJISL.

C npyroii CTOPOHBI, OH BCE eI ObLI 3/1eCh, B TIOI3EMeEJTbe, a ero J00poe UMsi ObLJIO OTIOPOYEHO.
Bce ero Hagex1p 1 MeuThl — pa3ouThl. Terneps y Hero He ObUI0 HUKAKOT'O IIAHCA BCTYUTD B JIETHOH.
B nyuriem ciydae oH M30aBUTCS OT Y4aCTH IIPOTOPYATH 3/1€Ch BCIO CBOIO OCTABIIYIOCS KU3HB. BOIBHO
ObLIO TyMaTh 0 TOM, 4To MakI w1, KOTOpBIH cTaj Ui Hero Kak OTell, 0 KOTOPOM OH BCerJa MeuTal,
MOT' TIOBEpHUTh B TO, 4TO TOp mbiTasicst ero youts. Mbicib 0 ToM, uTo Puc, ero syummii apyr, mMor
MIOBEPUTD B TO, UTO OH IBITAJICS YOUTDH €ro 0TI, Toxe npuunHsiia Topy 6omb. M camoe crpariHoe —
B 3TO MorJa noBeputh I BenaomH. OH BCIIOMHMII UX TIOCTIEAHIOI BCTpEUy, KOIJla OHA paccKasaa,
YTO CYMTAET €ro 3aBceraaTaeM Oopresei, M MOYyBCTBOBAJ, CJIOBHO Y HErO OTOOpasM Bce XOpollee,
41O OBLIO B €r0 kU3HU. Top cripammBa ceds, moueMy Bce 3TO MPOUCXOIUT C HUM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB,
OH XOTeJI, KaK JIydIle.

Top He 3HaJ, 4TO C HUM OyneT — eMy ObUIO Bce paBHO. Ceffuac eMy XOTeJIoCh TOIBKO BOCCTa-
HOBUTB CBOE 100pO€e UMsl, YTOOBI JTIOJM 3HATH, YTO OH HE MBITAJICS IPUYUHUTD BPE KOPOJIIO, YTO OH
Ha caMoM Jiesie 00J1ajaeT CUIaMu, YTO OH JeUCTBUTENIBLHO BHeN Oyayiee. OH He 3HaJI, UTO €ro KAET,
HO HaBepHsIKa 3HAJI OTHO — €My HYKHO OTcIofia BbIOMpaTthesi. Bo 4to Obl TO HU cTajIo.

Moicin Topa mpepBasl 3BYK IIaroB — TsDKEJIbIE CAllord TPeMed MO0 KaMEeHHBIM KOPHIOpaM.
3aTtemM paszfaiicsi TpOXOT KII0YEH M yepe3 MUHYTY OH YBHIEJ JIOPOIHOTO HaJCMOTPINUKA — TOTO
CaMoro, KOTOPBIi ¥ pUTaIuI cioa Topa, 601pHO yaapyuB MaiburKa 1o Jiuiy. [1pu Buje oxpaHHUKa
Top orryTri HoWIIYI0 00Mb B IIEKe U (PU3HUECKOe OTBpAIlICHHE.

«Hy, He TOT 1 3TO MabUMIIKa, KOTOPBINA MbITalcsa youts Koponsi?», — HaxMypuiics Haa3u-
paresib, BCTABJISAS KeJe3HbIN KITI0Y B 3aMOK. OH c/iesan HECKOJIbKO TPOMKHUX MTOBOPOTOB KJIIOYOM U
OTKPBLUI JBepb KaMephbl. B 0[jHOI pyKe OH Hec KaHJaJIbl, 4 Ha MOsICe Y HETO BUCEI HEOOIBIIION TOTIOP.

«Thl cBOE TOMYYHIIb, — MOOOEIA HAICMOTPIIMK TOpy, YCMEXHYBIINCh, MTOCTIE YEero MoBep-
Hyncsl K Mepeky. — Ho ceituac TBosi ouepepb, BopHIlKa. TpeTuil pa3», — IPOM3HEC OH C €XUIHOW
YIIBIOKOM Ha ry0ax. — «HUKakuX MCKITIOYEeHHI».

OH HarHyJcs, Tpy0o cxBaTuI Mepeka, 3aBE OHY PyKY eMy 3a CIIMHY U 3aCTErHyJ1 KaHaJIbl,
ToCJie Yero MpUCTEerHyI IPyTrylo pyKy MapeHbKa K KpIOKy Ha cTeHe. Mepek 3aKpuyali, OTYassHHO Jep-
rasi KaHJaJIbl, MIBITAsICh BHICBOOOAMTRCS, HO 3TO ObLIO Oecnione3Ho. Hamsuparens Bcran y Mepeka 3a
CIIMHOM U, CXBATUB €T0, 3aKJTIOUNII B MEIBEKbU OOBSITHSI, 3aTEM TOJIOKUI CBOOOTHYIO PYKY MaJIbUlKa
Ha KaMEHHBI BBICTYII.

«3T10 OTY4HT TEOSI OT BOPOBCTBA», — MPOOYpUA Ha3UPATEITh.

OH CHs1JI ¢ TI0sICa TOTIOP M 3aHEC €ro BHICOKO HaJ| TOJIOBOM, IIMPOKO OTKPBIB POT, OOHAKAsI CBOU
YPOILTUBBIE 3yOBI.

«HET!» — 3akpuyan Mepek.

Top cupen B yxace. OH 3amep, KOrja Haa3uparesb Hayajl OIyCKaTh CBOE OpYKHE, IeNsCh B
3ansictbe Mepeka. Top MoHs1I1, 4TO Yyepe3 HECKOIBKO CEKYH/I pyKa OeJHOro MaJiburKa OyJeT oTceueHa
HaBCer/ia — BCEro-HaBCero 3a MeJIKOe BOPOBCTBO, 32 TO, YTO MepeK MbITaJICs] HAKOPMUTH CBOIO CEMBIO.
BuyTpu y Topa Bc€ ropesno u3-3a HecripaBeyIMBOCTH. OH MPOCTO HE MOT JAOMYCTUTh TOTO. JTO ke
MIPOCTO HECTIPABEAJIHBO.

Top modyBCTBOBAJI, KAK BCE €r0 TEJIO HATMIIOCHh TETIOM, 3aTeM OH OILYTHJI BHYTpPH kKap, KOTO-
PbIii IOJHUMAJICS OT €r0 HOT M TIPOXOJMJI Uepes JIaJIoHU. BpeMs CTIOBHO 3aMeTiiIo CBOM XO/: Ka3a-
nock, Top nBIIKeTCs ObICTpee HAICMOTPIIMKA, OH OIIYIIAJ KaK/10€ MTHOBEHHE, B TO BpeMs KaK TOTOP
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HA/ICMOTpIIMKA MOBUC B BO3ayxe. TOp OIIyTU B CBOEH JIaJIOHU TOPSIIUNA SHEPrETUUECKU I1ap U
HIBBIPHYJI €70 B CBOETO TIOPEMILIMKA.

OH ¢ ynuBieHreM HaOMIoAN 32 TeM, KaK KeJThI ap BbUIETEN U3 €ro JIAIOHH, ITPOJIeTes B BO3-
JyXe, OCBellask TEMHYIO KaMepy, OCTaBJIsAsl CJIel, I1OCJIe Yero HapaBWiICs MPSIMO B JIMLIO HAJCMOTp-
nmka. OH yrogu 1o ero rojose, U3-3a 4ero TOT BBIPOHWJI CBOH TOIOP U MPOJIETEN 10 KaMepe, Bpe-
3aJicsl B CTEHY U pyXHyJ Ha 1oj1. Top cmac Mepeka 3a cekyHIy A0 TOro, Kak Jie3BU€ KOCHYJIOCh €T0O
3arsICThs.

Mepek cmorpen Ha Topa IHUPOKO OTKPHITBIMU ITIa3aMHU.

Hancemotpiyk nokaydas ronoBoy M cTasl HOAHUMAThCS, HaMmepeBasich cxBatuth Topa. Ho Top
OLIYIAJ CUJTY, POXOJALIYIO Yepe3 HEro, U KOIja OXpPaHHUK IMOAHSUICS Ha HOTM U BCTal K HEMY
JIMIIOM, MOJIOJIOH YeJIOBeK Mmodeskall Biepesi v, OAIPHIrHYB, YAApUII TOTO B Ipyab. Top OmryTui, Kak
CWUJIa, HE3HAKOMasi eMy Ipexje, npoluia yepe3 Hero. OH ¢ TPECKOM yAapuil OFPOMHOIO OXpPaHHUKA,
KOTOPBI OTJIETeN Ha3a[l, YAAPUBILIMCH O CTEHY M PyXHYB Ha I10J1, Ha 3TOT pa3 NOTEepsIB CO3HAHMUE.

IToka Mepek cTosis1 B pacTepssHHOCTU, TOp TOYHO 3HAJ, YTO OH JIOJMKeH caenarh. CXBaTUB
TOMOP, OH MoCHenniI K MepeKy U pa3pyOous KaHJaJTbl, MPUKOBBIBAIOIIME €r0 K cTeHe. B Bo31myx B3re-
Tesa OobIast UICKpa, Koraa Oblia pa3opBaHa Lierb. Mepek B3pOrHyJl, MOCIIe Yero MOAHSIT TOJIOBY U
MOCMOTpEJ Ha 1IeMb, CBUCAIOIIYIO Y HETO HOT, OCO3HAB, YTO OH CBOOOJIEH.

OH ycraBuJics Ha Topa, IMUPOKO OTKPBIB POT.

«$1 He 3Hal0, Kak TeOs OnmarogapuTh, — ckazaln Mepek. — He 3Haio, Kak Tbl 3TO czienal, HO 4To
ObI 5TO HH OBUTO UM KeM ObI Thl HU OBLT — WJTU uem OBl Thl HU OBbLT — THI CIIAC MOIO KU3Hb. 1 — TBOM
JOJDKHUK .

«Tbl HUYETO MHE HE JOJKEH», — OTBETIJI Top.

«ThI ormbaenbest», — 3ampoTecToBal Mepek, MpoTATUBasi pyKy v 00OXBaTUB npeArvieube Topa.

«Tenepb T — Moii Opart. U s Tebe ormuiauy. Kak-uuOyab. OqHa)pi».

[Mocne atux coB Mepek pa3BepHYIICS U MOCHENINII OTKPBITh ABEPh KaMephl. 3aTeM OH BblOe-
KaJl B KOPUJOP MOJI COMTPOBOXKICHUE KPUKOB APYTMX Y3HUKOB.

Oo6epnysiich, Top yBuzen, 4To CTpaKHUK Bce ere Obul Oe3 CO3HAaHWS, 3aTeM OH OTKPBLT
JIBEPb, IOHMMAsI, YTO TOXKE JIOJIKEH JIecTBOBaTh. KpUKM y3HUKOB pa3gaBasiuCh BCe rpomMye.

Top BbIIIEN U3 KaMepBbl, IS [0 CTOPOHAM, U PElIrI OekaTh B TPOTUBOIMOIOKHYIO OT Mepeka
CTOpPOHY. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHM HE CMOTYT MOMMaTh UX 0OOMX OTHOBPEMEHHO.
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I'1aBa Tperbst

Top Gesxa Mo HOYHBIM yJIOYKaM KOPOJIEBCKOTO IBOPa, OpakasiCh OK pyKalolIel ero cymaToxe.
Vuup! ObUTM TIEPETIONHEHBI — TOJIIBI JIIOAEN CHOBAIU TyJa-cioga. MHOrue ocBelany myThb (pakenamu,
KOTOpBIe Opocasi TeHH Ha uX Juia. Kookona 3aMka 3BOHIIIH He TiepecTaBasi. DTo ObLT HU3KHIA 3BOH,
KOTOPBII pa3gaBasicsi ©XeMUHYTHO. Top 3HaJI, YTO 3TO O3HAYAET: CMEPTh. DTO ObUI TOXOPOHHBIH 3BOH.
ITOii HOYBIO KOJIOKOJIA MOTJIA 3BOHUTH TOJIBKO IO OTHOMY Y€JIOBEKY B KOPOJIEBCTBE. DTO ObLIT KOPOJb.

Cepnue Topa Gewieno konotuiocs. [lepea ero razamu npomesbKHYI/ KUHkKaJ U3 ero cHa. Mor
JIX TOT COH ObITh BELIM ?

OH JomkeH BBISICHUTb HaBepHsKa. MoJIOJOM YesOBEK CXBAaTWJI 3a PYKY IPOXOXKEro — mnap-
HUIIKY, KOTOPBII OeXal B IPOTHBOIOIOKHOM HAITPABJICHUH.

«Kyna 1b1 6exuis? — morpedoBat oteera Top. — UTo 03HayaeT 3ToT nrym?»

«Pa3Be Tl He ciblan? — BO3MYILEHHO crpocuil Manbuuk. — Hamr koposns ymupaer! Ero
panmsm kunkaom! Tonma coOupaercs y KOpoieBCKHX BOPOT YTOOBI y3HATh KakKe-To HoBocTH. Ecim
9TO MpaB/a, BceM HaM KoHell. Tl MoXelb cebe MpeACTaBUTh 3eMITI0 €3 KOpoJisi ?»

Coo01MB 3T0, MAIBYMK CKUHYJ ¢ ceOs pyKy Topa, pa3sBepHYJICs M CKPBUICS B HOUH.

Top ocrasicst CTOATH MOCPEH YIUIIBL, €r0 Cepille HEHMCTOBO OMJIOCh, OH HE KeJlasl PU3HaBaTh
peanbHOCTh. Ero cHBI, €ro nmpexayBCTBUs — BCe 3TO HEUTO Oosbllee, 4eM mpocTo ¢anTtazun. OH BUzesN
oynymiee. Opaxasl. M aTo Hamyrano ero. Ero cuiibsl oka3anuch MOTYIIECTBEHHEE, YeM OH JyMall, U,
Ka3aJI0Ch, C KaX/IbIM THEM OHM TOJIBKO Bo3pacTaym. K uemy Bce 310 npusener?

Top nbITazncs penuTh, Kyla eMy Jepxkarb myTb. EMy ynanochk cOexaTb, HO KyJa HallpaBUThCS
teniepb? Pasymeercs, yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT KOPOJIEBCKAs CTpaxa — U, BEPOATHO, BECh KOPOJIEB-
CKHI JBOP — OyyT ero uckarb. To, 4To OH cOesKa, CHIrpaeT MPOTUB HETO — OH Ha CaMoM Jiefie OyaeT
BHIIVIAAETh BUHOBHBIM. Ho B TO ke Bpems, pa3se ToT (pakT, yro Makl wiia paHuIM KMHKAJIOM, KOTaa
Top Haxonwiics B Kamepe, He onpasbiBaeT ero? M Tak oH OyJeT BRI IETh, KaK COYYaCTHUK 3aro-
BOopa?

Top He Mor puckoBaTb. Pa3ymeercsi, HUKTO B KOPOJIEBCTBE He ObUI PACIONOXKEH MBICIUTh
3[IpaBO — Ka3aJI0Ch, BCE OKPYKAIOIINE Kax1alnn KpoBu. 1 oH, BEpOATHO, CTaHET KO3JIOM OTITYIIEHUS.
Topy Hy’)KHO HalTH YK PBITHE, KAKOE-TO MECTO, TJIe OH CMOXKET Mepe:xaAaTh Oypio U BOCCTAHOBUTH CBOIO
penyranuio. besonacHee Bcero OyaeT yopaTbest OTCIoa Kak MOXKHO Jauibiie. Top 1omkeH Oexarb U3
JBOpa, YKPHITbCS B CBOEW JEPEBHE — WM Jake AAJIbLIE, KAK MOKHO JajblIe OTCIONA.

Ho Top He xoTen BHIOMpaTh camblii O€30MACHBIN MyTh — 9TO OBLIO HE B ero cruiie. Monogomy
YeJIOBEKY XOTEJIOCh OCTaThCs 31€Ch, BOCCTAHOBUTh CBOE JOOPOE UM U CHOBA CTaTh 4acThio JlernoHa.
OH HUKor1a He ObUT TPYCOM U ceifuac He cTaHeT cOerarb. bosbliie Bcero emy xotesoch yBuaeTh Mak-
I'mna npexnae, 4eM TOT yMpET — €CJIv OH Bce elle kuB. Emy nyorcno yBuaers koposs. YyBCTBO BUHBI
HakaTuio Ha Topa 3a To, YTO OH HE CyMel MpeloTBpaTUTh YouiicTBo. [Touemy eMy cykieHO ObLIO
YBUIETb CMEPTb KOPOJIsl, €CIA OH HUYETO He CMOT ¢ 3TuM nozesnars? 1 nouemy Top Bugen, Kak ero
OTPABWJIH, €CJIU B AeHCTBUTEIBHOCTH MakI 11 ObUT 3aKOJIOT KUHKAJIOM?

Top 3amep B HEPEIIMTENPHOCTH U BHE3AITHO BCIIOMHMJ 1po Puca. Puc Obi1 elMHCTBEHHBIM
YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOMY OH MOKET JIOBEPATh, KOTOPbIA HE CHACT €r0 BJIACTAM, KOTOPBIM, BO3MOXHO,
aaxe MoMoxer emy ¢ ykpbitueM. OH 4yBcTBOBal, 4to Puc nosepur emy. Puc 3Hai, 4to J11000Bb,
koropyto Top nurtan k Makl'uny, Obita uckpenseid. Eciu kTo-10 1 Mor BepHyTh Topy ero goopoe
1M, Tak 310 Prc. OH JoKeH ero HanuTH.

Top nobexan no nepeyikam KoponeBckoro nqsopa, mpooupasichk CKBO3b TOJITY IO HAIpaBJie-
HUIO K 3aMKy. OH 3HaJ, e HaXOAATCA MOKOU Prica — B BOCTOYHOM KpBbLJIe, BO3JI€ BHEIIIHEN TOPOACKON
creHbl. Top Hagesics TOMBKO Ha TO, 4TO Puc Obit y ceds1. Ecim 310 Tak, MOXeT ObITh, TIOTyUUThCS
NpUBJIeYb €r0 BHUMaHKe, U Prc momoxker emy npooparbcest B 3aMok. Y Topa ObUIo JypHOE IpeuyB-
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CTBUE, UTO €CJIM OH 3aJEPKUTCS 3/1€Ch, HA YJIULIE, TO BCKOPE €r0 Y3HAIOT. A KOr/Ja TONIA €ro y3HaerT,
TO Pa30pPBET €r0 Ha KYCKH.

Top neT1s 1o ynauiam, ero HOru CKOJb3WIIM 110 TPSI3H B JIeTHel Houn. Hakownerl, oH noopacs
10 KaMEHHOH KperocTHOM cTeHbl. OH mpuoOnu3uiics, mpoderas BAOIb CTEHBI, KaK pa3 Mo HOCOM Y
OIUTENHHBIX COJIIAT, CTOSBIIUX Yepe3 Kaxkple HECKOIbKO (DyTOB.

[Momo6papimmcy moOmke K OkHY, Top HarHyscs W TomoOpal MIaJKkuid KameHb. K cyacTsio,
eIMHCTBEHHBIM OpYKMEM, KOTOpoe OHH 3a0BbUIM Y HEro otooOparh, ObUla €ro crapasi MpOBepeHHas
npauia. OH CHsUJI ee CO CBOETO Mosica, IOMECTHII B Hee KaMEHb U BBICTPEJIHIL.

Bri6paB naeanbHyo MulieHb, TOp METHYJI KaMeHb Yepe3 CTeHY 3aMKa IMPSIMO B OKHO KOMHATHI
Puca. Top yciplan, Kak KaMeHb yIapwics O BHEIIHIO cTreHy. [logokiaB HEMHOro, OH HarHyJics,
MIPUMKHYB K CTeHe, 4TOObl M30eXkaTh CTOJIKHOBEHHS C KOPOJIEBCKOM CTpakel, KOTopasi B3IpOrHyJIa
OT IIIyMa.

HeckonbKko MUHYT HMYETo HE IPOMCXOANIIO, U TOp yKe ycIIes orneyaInThbes, pelus, uyto Puca
B KOMHate HeT. Eciii OH He BCTPETHTCS CO CBOMM JPYroM, eMy MpHIeTcsi Oexarh U3 3TOro Mecra —
apyroro crocoda OKa3aThCsl B OE30MaCHOCTH y Hero He OblI0. MOIOJol YesioBeK 3aTanl JIbIXaHue,
ero ceptie OemeHo KOJIOTUIIOCh, TTOKa OH JK/aJI, HaOMoaasi 3a OTKPHITHIM OKHOM Puca.

Kazanocs, nporuia 1ienast BeUHOCTb, U Top yke ObUIo coOpasicst yXOIUTh, KaKk BAPYT YBUIET
B OKHE 3HAKOMBII1 CUJTy3T. PUc BBICYyHYI rOJI0BY M3 OKHA, CXBATUBILIKCH PyKaMHU 3a MOJAOKOHHUK, U
03a/1a4€HHO MIOCMOTPEI BOKPYT.

Top caenan HECKOJIBKO LIAroB OT CTEHBI M IOMAaxaJl PyKOil.

Puc nocmotpen BHu3 1 3ametun apyra. OH y3nan Topa — 3T0 ObUIO 3aMETHO Jaxe OTCIoia,
aaxe B TYCKJIOM cBeTe (pakesna. Top mouyBCTBOBaJ OOJIETUeHHUE: IPYT Pajl ero BUAETh. B 3TOT MOMeHT
Top noHs1 camoe m1aBHoe: Puc ot Hero He orBepHeTCH.

Puc nmogan emy 3Hak nmogoxaath, 1 Top mocrnemmit 00paTHO K CTeHe, TPOOHpasich Ha KOPTOU-
Kax, KOIjia oKa3aJcsl OXpaHHUK.

Top He 3HaJ, CKOJILKO BPEeMEHH OH TPO’K/1ajl, TOTOBBIN B TIOOOH MOMEHT COekaTh OT CTPAKHU-
KOB, TIOKa, HaKOHell, He mosiBuiicst Puc. OH BhiOekan yepe3 JBepb B HApY:KHOU cTeHe. OCTaHOBHUB-
IIMCh, OH CMOTPEJ [0 CTOPOHAM, Tsikeno Jpima. Hakonen on 3amerun Topa.

Puc nocriermmn k npyry u oOHsut ero. Top Obi1 BHe ceOst OT cyacThst. OH YCTIbIIIAI TIHCK U,
OpOCHB B3IJISIIT BHU3, K CBOEH pajocTH, yBuaen KpoHa, KOTopsli psTasics 3a mazyxou y Puca. Kpon
elBa He BBICKOYMJI U3 pyOarku, korga Puc Harnyscs u nepenan ero Topy.

Kpon — pactymmit He o qHAM Oefblii AeTEHbII Jieonapaa, KOToporo Top OgHaXAbl criac —
npeirayn Topy Ha pyku. Korga Mosnonoit yenoBek OOHsUI ero, Jieonaps 3acKy/ui, OOM3bIBasi €ro
JIMLIO.

Puc ynpiOnyscs.

«Korma 1ebst yBOAMIIM, OH XOTEJI MOUTH 3a TOOOM. S B35J1 ero, YTOObI C HUM HHYETO He CITy4u-
JIOCb».

Top kocHyJcs meya Puca B 3Hak OmarogapHoctu. KpoH He nepectaBal 0OJU3bIBATh €ro.

«$1 Toxke ckydan mo tede, Masbiil, — cMesicst Top, Lienysi ero B OTBeT. — THile-Tulle, nHave
CTpaXa YCJIBIIIUT HAC».

KpoH nputHx, CJIOBHO HOHSI €T0.

«Kax Tb1 cOexan?» — ynuBieHHo cripocui Puc.

Top noxan riedamu. Ha camoM fiesie oH He 3HaJI, 4TO cKa3aTh. EMy Bce elre ObUIO UCKOM-
(bOpTHO TOBOPHUTH O CBOMX CHJIaX, KOTOPBIX OH caM He MoHMMasl. OH He XOTell, YTOObl Jpyrue Cum-
TaJI €r0 KaKUM-TO Uy/JIaKOM.

«Jlymaro, MHe oBe3J10, — 0TBeTHJ1 Top. — MHe Bblnasa BO3MOKHOCTb, U 51 BOCHIOJIb30BAJICS €10%.

«YIMBUTENBHO, YTO TOJINIA HE pa3opBaia Teds», — mpousHec Puc.

«TemHo, — ckazan Top. — He gymaro, 4to KTO-TO MEHS y3HAI. BO BCAKOM cityyae, IOKa».

14



M. Paiic. «Mapri koposneii»

«Tbl 3HaeIIb, YTO KaK/ABIA COJIAT KOPOJIEBCTBA UINET TeOs1? 3Haelllb, YTO MOETO OTIIa 3AKOJIOH
KUHKAJIOM 7»

Top KuBHYJI, BMUT CTaB cepbe3HbIM. «OH B Hopsiake?»

Ha Puce nuiia He Obu10.

«Her, — mpauHo oTBeTHI OH. — OTel yMHUpaeT».

Top orryTui ocTpyto 60J1b, CJIOBHO peub IIJIa O €r0 POTHOM OTIIE.

«ThlI 5ke 3HaelIb, YT 51 He MPUUIEM, paBaa?» — ¢ Hagex1ou cpocui Top. EMy Obu10 Bce paBHO,
YTO MOAYMAIOT JIPyrHe, HO OH XOTeJI, YTOOBI ero JIy4IIni Apyr, Miaaqmui ceiH Makl wia, 3Ha1, 4to
OH HEBMHOBEH.

«Koneuno, — orBetust Puc. — MHaue 51 He cTosin Obl 371€Ch».

Top nodyBcTBOBaI OOJIErYeHre U TIOJIOKMII PYKY Ha 1uiedo Prica B 3HaK MpU3HATEIbHOCTH.

«Ho ocTasnbHbIe kuTeM KOpOIeBCTBA He Oy/1yT TAKUMU IOBEPUMBBIMU, KaK 51, — 100aBwiI Puc. —
Haubonee 6ezomacHoe mMecto ajisi Tedst — Kak MOXXHO Jauibliie otciona. S 1am tede CBOoero camoro
OBICTPOrO KOHSI, MPOBU3HIO, U OTIIPABIIO TeOs oTciona. Thl IOMKEH CIpATAThCS, TOKA OHU HE HAWAYT
HacTostero youiny. Ceituac BCE B CMSITEHUI».

Top nokavas roJoBou.

«51 He Mory yexartb, — cKa3aJl OH. — DTO TOJIBKO JIOKAXKeT, 4To 51 BUHOBeH. $1 Xouy, 4ToOBI BCe
3HAJIM — 51 TOTO He jienal. Sl He Mory yoerath OT mpooseM. S ToyKeH BepHYTh ceOe JoOpoe UMs».

Puc nokayan roynosoil.

«Ecmm THI ocTaHenibes 31ech, oHu TeOst HaayT. Tebst cHoBa OpocAT B moj3eMernbe, a mocie
Ka3HAT — €CJIM, KOHEYHO, MTpex e TeOs1 He pa30opBET TOMIA».

«$51 momxeH puCKHyTb», — ckaszai Top.

Puc nonro v npuctanbsHO CMOTpEN Ha CBOETO JIpyra — BHIpaKeHHE ero JIMIa MEHSIOCh: CHavaIa
9TO ObLIa TPEBOra, 3aTeM BocxuileHre. HakoHell, OH MeyIeHHO KMBHYIL.

«Tol ropapiid. U rnynsiil. Ouens miynsiid. 1 MIMEHHO 03TOMY Thl MHE HPABUIIIBCS».

Puc ynpiGnysicst u Top oTBETHII eMy TeM xke.

«MHe HyHO yBUJIETb TBOETO OTIIa, — 3asiBUI Top. — MHe Hy)KHO CKa3aTb eMy JIMYHO, YTO 3TO
HE MOMX pyK Aeno. Eciiu oH penmT npuroBopuTh MeHsi, 3HAYUT, TaK TOMy U ObITh. HO MHe HyXeH
9TOT 1IaHC. § X0uy, 4TOOBI OH 3HAJ. DTO BCe, O YeM s TeOsI ITPOIITY».

Puc okuHyn npyra cepbe3HbIM M3y4YaolmM B3risgoM. Kaszanock, mpomuia nenasi BEUHOCTb.
Hakoner Puc onoOputeibHO KUBHYII.

«$1 Mory orBecTn TeOst K HeMy. S 3HAI0 OKOJIbHBIA MyTh, KOTOPHIA BEJET B €r0 MOKOH. DTO
PUCKOBAHHO — KaK TOJIbKO TOMAJIelb BHYTpPb, JEUCTBYH MO cBoeMYy ycMoTpeHMo. Hazan mytu He
oyner. Tam st HU4ero He cMory [uist TeOs caenarb. Thl MOXKeIIb TOrHOHYTh. Thl yBepeH, 4To XO4ellb
KCMOJIb30BaTh 3TOT IIAHC 7»

Top KUBHYJ B OTBET C YOUICTBEHHOU CEPhEe3HOCTHIO.

«Torna oTmyHO», — ckazas Puc, mociie yero BHe3anmHo HarHyJscs U Opocun Topy marni.

Top noiimar ero v yIuBJIEHHO TOCMOTpeJ Ha Jipyra. OH noHsi, uTo Puc, omkHO ObITh, 3apaHee
3arIaHuPOBaT 3TO. Prc yieiOHyscs, korga Top mogHs rasa.

«$1 3HaJ1, 9TO THI OKAKEIIbCS JOCTATOYHO IJTYTBIM IJTsI TOTO, YTOOBI 3aXOTETh OCTaThes. [pyroro
s ¥ HE OKUJIAJT OT CBOETO JIY4IIIEero Apyrax».
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I'1aBa yerBepTas

Iaper pacxaxuBaJl B CBOMX IIOKOsIX, BHOBb II€pek1Bast COObITUS HOUM, TPEUCTIOTHUBIIKCH Tpe-
Boru. OH He MOTI' IOBEPUTh, YTO BO BPeMsI NPA3IHECTBA BCe MOILIO He O IulaHy. [IpuHIl HUKaKk He
MOT pasrafiaTh 3TOro IIYyNOro MaJIBYMINKY, STOro yyxkaka Topa, KOTOpI KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM BMe-
IIAJICS B €T0 3aMbIcen ¢ oM. boree Toro, eMy Ha caMoM Jiesie yajioch epexBaTuTh Kyook. ['aper
BCIIOMHMJI TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia YBU/IEN, Kak Top MpBITHYJI, ONPOKU/IbIBAst KYOOK, KOTJa YCIIBIIIAN, KaKk
KyOOK yIaJl Ha KaMeHHBII 101, KOraa HaOMoAal 3a TeM, Kak BUHO BBUIMJIOCH Ha TIOJ, KaK BCE €ro
MEUThI U CTPEMJIEHUsI ObLJIM YHUUTOXXEHBI BMECTE C 3TUM BUHOM.

B s1oT cambiit MomeHT ['apet Ob1 yHHUTOXEH. Bee, paau yero oH xwui, Obut0 paspymeHo. U
KOrJa Ta cobaka, BHIMB BHHO, yIajla 3aMepTBO, OH IMOHS, 4To eMy KoHell. [lepen rasamu ['apera
IIPOMEJIbKHYJIA BCs €10 sk13Hb. OH yike BUJIEN, Kak ero pa3o01auniiv, IpUroBOPUIY K MOKU3HEHHOMY
3aTOYEHUIO B TO/I3EMEJIbE 3a MOMBITKY YOUTbh COOCTBEHHOrO OTHa. MM, 4TO ropaszio Xyxe, puro-
BOPWJIM €ro K cMepTu. D10 ObUIO IIyno. EMy He cliejoBajo OCYIIECTBIATh 3TOT IUIAH, HE CTOMJIO
BCTpEYaThCs C TOM BEABMOI.

Mo menblueit Mepe, [apery Hy)kHO ObUIO JeHCTBOBaTh OBICTPO. Bocmonp30BaBIIMCh TaHCOM,
OH BCKOYMJT Ha HOTH U TIEPBBIM BO3JIOK M BUHY Ha Topa. OrsimbiBasich Ha3ag, [apeT ropauics coooi,
TeM, Kak OBICTPO OH OTpearupoBal. 1o ObLIO HEOKUIAHHOE pellieHre, HO, Ha yIUBJIEHHE, €T0O 3aMbl-
cen cpaboran. Onu yBenu Topa, u mup npogoskuics. Pazymeercs, nocie ciryurBLIerocst HaCTpoe-
HIE Y BCeX yKe ObLJIO NCTIOPYEHO, HO, TIO KpaiiHel Mepe, TI0]] TOI03pEeHue MOMal UMEHHO MaJTbYMIIIKA.

Iapet MonmJICs TOJILKO O TOM, YTOOBI BCE Tak U ocTaBajiock. Ilocie nocieaHero nokyueHus Ha
MaxkI'vna npoum necatunetus, 1 Iapet onacascs, 4To HAYHETCS pacciie/loBaHKe, YTO IPOU30IIe -
1iee OyayT Gosiee BHUMATENIbHO U3y4aTh. OmisabiBasich Ha3a/l, OH MOHI, KaK ITyIHO ObUIO MbITAThCS
otpaBuTh Koposs. Ero orer 6su1 HeroOeaum. [apery cnenoBan 3to 3Hath. OH mepecrapancs. U
Terepb OH HEe MOT' U30aBUThCS OT OILYIIEHHs, YTO BCKOPE MOI03peHre ynajeT Ha Hero. [aper gon-
KEeH C/IeNIaTh BCE OT HEro 3aBHCsINee, YTOObI J0Ka3aTh BUHY Topa M Ka3HUTH ero, nmpexze 4em Oyaer
CJIMILLIKOM T103/IHO.

Bo Bcsikom citydae, ['apeT HEeKOTOpbIM 00pa30M UCKYITHII CBOIO BUHY — ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK MOMbITKA
yOuiicTBa MpoOBaJIMIIACh, OH OTOPOCUJI 3Ty 3areio. Tenepb MpHHI YyBCTBOBAJ oOneryenue. Habomo-
Jas 3a TeM, Kak IMPOBAJIWJICS €ro 3aMbICell, OH OCO3HAJI, YTO B INIyOMHE Ay OH BCe-TaKU HE XOTel
yOuBaTh CBOETo OTLIA, HE XOTeJ MavKaTh pyKH KpoBblo. He ObITh eMy KoposieM. DTOro HUKOrJa He
ciyuutes. Ho nocne coobituii 31oit Houn ["aper cmupuiics ¢ stum. Io kpaitHeit Mepe, oH OyJeT cBo-
6oneH. OH HUKOrJa He CMOT Obl IIPOMTH Yepe3 3TO CHOBA U CIIPABUTHCSA CO BCEM 3TUM CTPECCOM:
CEeKpeTaMH, TIPUKPHITHEM, TIOCTOSIHHBIM OECIIOKOMCTBOM HM3-32 TOTO, YTO €r0 PacKpoioT. ITo ObLIO
IIPOCTO BBILLE €r0 CHUJL.

Ha 3amok yike omyckanach HOYb, a ['apeT eme 1oiro B 6CroKOMCTBE pacXaXMBaj 10 CBOUM
TIOKO$IM, TIOKa HaKOHeIl He pUIen B ceOs1. Kak TOIbKO OH YCIIOKOWIICS M Hayall TOTOBUTBCS KO CHY,
TMOCJIBIIIIAJICS KAaKOW-TO TPECK M, 0OepHYBIIUCh, ['apeT yBuen, 4To ero asepb Oblla pacnaxHyTa. B
ero Mokou BopBaJicsi PUPT — ¢ Ge3yMHBIM B3[JIJOM B CBOMX LIMPOKO PACKPHITHIX Ma3ax. Kazaocs,
KTO-TO FOHUTCS 32 HUM.

«OH meptB! — kpukHy1 Pupt. — O MeptB. S youn ero. On ymep!»

VY ®upra Obl1a NCTEPHKA, OH pblAa. ['apeT NOHSTHS HE UMeN, O YeM TOBOPUT €ro JIIOOOBHHUK.
OH nbsan?

dupr npobexkan no Bcell KOMHaTe, BOIS, Iulaya, NOJHUMAsl BBEPX PYKM — U TOJIBKO ceifiuac
[aper 3amMeTHII €ro 3aJIMThe KPOBBIO JIQIOHU, €T0 KeJThIN jKaKeT, OKPAIIEHHBIN B KPACHBIH LIBET.

Cepnue 'apera exknyno. ®upt T0IbKO YTO KOro-to yousn. Ho koro?

«Kmo meptB? — motpedoBan orBera ['apet. — O KOM Thl TOBOPHIIIL ?»
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Ho ®upr 6uics B MCTeprKe ¥ HE MOT COCPEIOTOUMThLCS. [apeT mogdexan K HeMy U, CXBaTUB
€ro 3a IUIEYU U CUJIbHO BCTPSXHYJI.

«OtBeyvait MHe!»

@upT OTKPBLT [V1a3a U YCTABWIICS HA HETO IV1a3aMU JIMKOM JIOIIA/IH.

«TBoti orenr! Kopons! On mept! §1 youn ero!»

VYenpimas 311 coBa, ['apeT mouyBCTBOBaJ, CIIOBHO B €0 CEpALle BCAIUIN HOKX.

OH cMoTpe npsiMo epes; coO0M MMPOKO OTKPHITHIMY IJIa3aMHU, 3aCTHIB, YyBCTBYSI, KaK BCE €TI0
TeJI0 HemeeT. ['apeT ocabui XBaTKy, Cliesiall Iar Ha3a/| U MOMbITAJICS OTAbIIAThCs. [ /151 Ha KPOBb
Ha pykax Pupra, OH NIOHMMAJ, YTO TOT TOBOPUT MpaBay. OH He Mor 31oro noHATh. Pupt? Koniox?
Cawmpblii c1abOBOJIBHBIN U3 BCEX ero apy3ei? You ero oria?

«Ho... xak 310 Bo3MOkHO? — ["apeTy ObLIO TpyAHO Oplmath. — Korma?»

«3ITO CIIy4MJIOCh B €ro MOKOsIX, — ckazan Pupt. — Tonbko uto. S NbIpHYI €ro HOKOM».

PeanpHOCTh MpOM3OIIEAIIEro HavYaga ocearh B rojoBe I'apera. OH coOpaics ¢ MBICTSMHU.
3amMeTHB CBOIO OTKPBITYIO JIBEPb, OH MOAOEKAT U 3aXJIONHYJ ee, MPEeABAPUTEIHEHO IPOBEPUB, UTO
HUKTO M3 CTPAXHMKOB HUYero He 3ameTwi. K cyacteio, B Kopuaope Obuto mycto. [IpuHI| 3aKphLT
JBEpb HA XKEJIE3HBII 3aCOB, MOCJIE Yero MOCTEeInI 00paTHO B KOMHATY. Y ®upTa Bee elnie Obla UcTe-
puKa, moaTomMy ['apeTy HyKHO ObLJIO €r0 YCIIOKOUTh. EMY HYKHBI OTBETHI.

laper cxBaTi1 cBOero M30paHHUKA 3a TUIEUH, Pa3BEPHYIT M JOCTATOYHO CHUJIBHO YAAPHUII €T T10
JIMITY, YTOOBI TOT Tepectan peiaaTh. Hakonel, @UpT yCrioKomics..

«Pacckaxu MHe Bce, — xonoaHo npukazan ['aper. — Pacckaxu MHe, UTO MMEHHO ITPOU3OIILIO.
3aueM TbI 3TO caeytaI?»

«Yro 3HaunT 3auem? — @upt ObUT COUT C TOJKY. — Thl XOTeN yOuTh ero. TBOI MyIaH ¢ OTpas-
JIEHHEM He cpadoTal, Mo3TOMY s MOAYMal, YTO MOTy moMoub Tebe. S mymar, 9To Kak pa3 To, 4ero
ThI XOYEIIb».

Iaper nokauas ronoBoit. OH cxBatuin Pupra 3a pyOalKy 1 TpsIC €ro — CHOBA M CHOBA.

«3aueM ThI 3TO caenan?!» — 3akpuyan [aper.

[TpuHII UyBCTBOBAJI, CJIOBHO BeCh €10 MUp pyHuTcst. OH ObLT MOTPSICEH, OCO3HAB, YTO HA CAMOM
Jene coxayieeT o cMepTu cBoero otua. OH He MOr pa3oOparbcsi B CBOMX YyBCTBax. Bcero juiib
HECKOJIBKO 4acoB Ha3aj ['aper meuTas oTpaBUTh OTIA, YBUIETh €0 MEPTBLIM 3a cTosioM. Ho celiuac
MBICJTb O TOM, YTO KOpOJIb YOUT, MOpasuiia ero, CJIOBHO U3BECTHE O CMEPTH JIyulero apyra. Packas-
HUE TepenoHsIo ero. Yactuuka ero QyIiM BCe ke HE XOTela cMepTu Kopods. Bo Bcsikom cityvae,
He TakuM oOpazom. He ot pyku @upra. U He oT jie3BUs HOKA.

«51 He moHnMaro, — HplT PUPT. — Bcero HECKOIBKO YacOB HA3a/1 ThI U CaM TIBITAJICS €r0 yOUTb.
TBoi ruian ¢ kyokom. 1 mymast, Tel Oyaenib OnaromapeH !»

VauBnsscek camomy cebe, [apet 3amaxHysics 1 yaapuin Oupra 1o Juity.

«51 He mpocu Teds nenath atoro! — psBkHyN [apet. — A Hukoezoa He Benen Tede nenaTh Toro.
[Touemy 161 ero youn? IMocmotpu Ha ceds. Tol Bech B KpoBu. Tenepb Ham odoum KoHell. Ctpaxka
HEMPEMEHHO CXBAaTUT HAC, 3TO JIMILb BOIIPOC BPEMEHU.

«HukTo He BUEN, — cKazall B cBoe onpapaaHue Pupt. — A mpockosb3HyT MEXKIY CMEHOU
crpaxy. HUKTO MeHs He 3aMeTH».

«A T71€e Oopyxue?»

«51 He octaBsi ero, — ropao coodurwt Pupt. — S He riyn. 1 uzbdaBuscs ot HEro».

«KakuM KJIMHKOM ThI BOCTIONIL30BaJICs 7» — ciipocui ['apet, pa3mbliiuiss o nociencreusix. Pac-
KastHhe CMEHUJIOCh OECIIOKOWCTBOM — €TI0 Pa3yM MPOCIISKUBAI KaKIYIO JeTallb, KOTOPYIO 3TOT HEYK-
JIHOKUH TypaKk MOT OCTaBUTh, KaXAYIO I€Tajlb, KOTOpas MOIJIa IPUBECTHU K HEMY.

«$] MCronb30BaNl KJIMHOK, KOTOPBI HUKTO HE CMOXKET OTCIIeNUTh, — CKa3ajl TOpIblii coOou
®upt. — D10 OBLT TYNOM HEM3BECTHBIN KJIMHOK. $1 HaIesn ero B KOHIOMHE. Tam ObUIO ele yeTsipe
ApYrux KJIMHKA. Ero He cMoryT oTciienTh», — HOBTOPUJI OH.

I'apeT nmouyBcTBOBAJI, KaK €ro cepaie ynaio.
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«T0 OBUT KOPOTKUH HOK C KPACHOH PYyUYKOUM U U30THYTHIM Jie3BueM? [IpUKperieHHbIH K CTeHe
PAAOM C MOEH JIOMAAbIO 7»

®upr kuBHy1. Tenepp, Kazanock, OH Konedacs.

laper 6pocui Ha HETO CepAUTHIA B3I

«Jlypak. Pazymeercs, KJIMHOK MOXHO TIPOCJIEAUTH ! »

«Ho Ha HeM HeT HMKakuX OTMeTOK!» — 3amportectoBan ®Pupt. OH ObLT HAIyraH M €ro rojoc
ApoxKall.

«OTMETOK HEeT Ha JIE3BUU, HO OHU €CTb Ha pyKosiTke! —3aopai ['apet. — Buusy! Thl He mpoBeput
JOJDKHBIM 00pa3zom. Jlypak».

laper chenan miar Brepen, KpacHesl.

«BHM3y Ha pykosiTke BbIpe3aHa 3MOeMa Moero KoHs. JIio0oro, KTo XOpoIo 3HaeT KOpOoJieB-
CKYIO CEMbIO, ITOT KJIMHOK MOXET IIPUBECTH KO MHE».

OH ycraBuiicst Ha PUpTa, KOTOPHIN, KAa3a10Ch, ObUI MOCTaBJIEH B TynuK. EMy XoTtenock youTsb
KOHIOXA.

«Yro 1hI ¢ HUM czenan? — cipocui [apet. — Ckaxku MHe, 9To OH y TeOst. CKaxu MHE, YTO ThI
npuHec ero ¢ codou. [Toxanyiicra».

PupT CriIOTHYII.

«$ TmarensHO o1 Hero u3taswica. HUKTO HUKOra ero He HauaeT».

I'aper nomopmics.

«I'me UMEHHO OH HAXOOUTCA?»

«51 BBIOpOCHII €r0 BHU3 B KAMEHHBIH KeJI00, B KaHAJIM3ALIMIO MTOKOEB 3aMKa. OHU OMOPOKHSIOT
ero Kax/abli yac B pexy. He BonnyiTech, munopa. Ceiiyac KJIMHOK HAXOOUTCS HA THE PEKM».

BHesarHO B 3amMKe 3a3BOHMIIM KostoKosa. ['aper rmopdexan k oTKpbiToMy OkHy. Ero oxBarmiia
MaHuKa. BHIMITHYB M3 OKHa, MPUHI] YBUIE BHU3Y XaoC U CymaToxy. Bokpyr 3amka coOupasnach
TOJINA. DT 3BOHBI MOIJIM O3HAYATh TOJIBKO OHO — Pupt He sran. OH yous Koposs.

Io teny [apera npomuia XonoaHas poxb. OH HE IOBEPUTh, UTO O €r0 BUHE CIIYYMUIIOCh TAKOE
crparHoe Hecuactbe. M uTo 13 Beex Jtozieit nMeHHO PupT npuBes ero 37101 IUIaH B UCHOTHEHHE.

BHesarHO paszpasnicsi CTyK B IBEpb U, KOTJa OHA PacraxHyJach, B MOKOU BOEXKAJIM HECKOJIBKO
CTpaxXHUKOB. B niepByio cekyHay ['apeT Obl1 yBepeH B TOM, YTO OHH €r0 apecTyIoT.

Ho, k ero yauBieHuo, OHM OCTAaHOBMJIUCH M BCTAJIM TIO CTOMKE CMHUPHO.

«Mwunopa, Ha Baiero otiia copepiiieHo MokyIieHre. YOuiiia MoXeT HaXOAUThCsl Ha CBOOOIE.
BynbTe yBepeHbl B ToM, 4TO Bbl B 6€30MacHOCTH B CBOMX MOKOsIX. OH TSIKEJIO paHeH».

Bornoce! Ha 3aTbiike y 'apera BcTanu AbI00M, KOTJJa OHU MPOU3HECIN MTOCIIEIHHIE CIIOBA.

«PaHen? — moBTOpWII MPUHIL. DTO CIOBO €1Ba HE 3aCTPsUIO Y HEro B ropie. — 3HAYUT, OH BCEe
elre XuB?»

«Hla, muopz. C Boxbeil MOMOIIBIO OH BBIKUBET U pacCKakeT HaM, KTO COBEPILMI 3TOT yxkKac-
HBI TTOCTYTIOK>.

TTOKJIOHMBIIHCH, CTPAKHUKH TTOCTICIIIIN BBIATH U3 TIOKOEB, 3aKPBIB 32 COOOM BEPb.

Pacceupenes, I'aper cxBatiir Pupra 3a 1iedy, MpoTaIlni €ro Yepes3 BCI0 KOMHATY U ITPUKaJl
€ro K KaMeHHOH CTEHe.

®upr B yKace yCTaBIICS Ha HETO IMUPOKO OTKPBHITHIMHU IJIa3aMH, TIOTEPSIB 1ap PEUH.

«Yro Tbl HaTBOpMI? — Kpryai ['aper. — Teneps Ham Kpblka!»

«Ho... Ho..., — 6opmoTast ®upt. — 51 ObLT yBEpeH B TOM, UTO OH MEpPTB!»

«Thl yBEpeH BO MHOTHX Bellax, — cKa3as npuHil. — M Bo Bcem ommobaennes !»

BueszanHo ["'apeta oceHuo.

«ToT KMHXaJ, — cKa3aja OH. — MbI JOJKHBI HAWTH €ro, TOKa eIlle He CJMIIKOM MO3/IHO.

«Ho s BRIOpOCH ero, musniopa, — npousHec Pupt. — Ero cmbuio B pexy!»

«Tbl BRIOPOCHJT €ro B HOUHOH TOPIIIOK TTOKOEB, a 3TO HE 03HAYAET, UYTO OH yKE B PEKe».

«Ho, ckopee Bcero, oH yxke B peke!» — ckazan ®upr.
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laper Gosbilie He MOT BHIHOCUTB OOpMOTaHue 3Toro uarora. OH mpomMyarscs MUMO HEro, Beioe-
ras yepe3 1Bepb. PUpT nodexan 3a HUM.

«4 moiiny ¢ Bamu. §1 mokaxy Bam, KyJja UMEHHO 51 €ro BHIOPOCHII», — TPOU3HEC KOHIOX.

laper ocranoBuiicst B Kopuaope, o0epHyJscs u nocmotpen Ha Pupra. Tot Bech ObLT B KPOBH.
[aper nopasusicst ToMy, 4TO CTpaXa 3TOro He 3aMeTwia. To OblIa yaava.

«$1 ckaxy 3TO TONBKO OAMH pa3, — mpopbruai ['aper. — Ceituac ke Bo3Bpalaiicsi B MO0 KOMHATy,
MIePEONICHbCST U COXKIH CBOIO ofiekay. VI30aBbcsi OT msATeH KpoBH. [10TOM MCUE3HHM U3 3TOTO 3aMKa.
DTOM HOYBIO AEPKUCH OT MEHs NoAasbiie. Thl MEHs MOHS?»

OtronkHyB moOoBHUKa, ['apeT pasBepHyncs u yoexan. [IpuHiy 6exan mo Kopuaopam, 3aTem
BHU3 10 KAMEHHOW BMHTOBOW JIECTHUIIE, CITYCKasiCh BCE HMKE U HUKE IO HAMPABJIEHUIO K MOKOSIM
JIAKEEeB.

Hakoser1, oH BopBaJics B MoJBaJI, YeM HEMAaJIO YAMBHIII HECKOJIbKUX cTyT. OHU Kak pa3 CKpeou
OrpOMHBIE KOTJIBI M KUISTUIM OTPOMHBIE Belpa Bojbl. B mevax mis oOkuraHusi KUpnuya peBeiu
orpoMHble orau. CIyru B 3alTHAHHBIX (papTyKax ObUIM B IOTY.

B nanbHem yriy KoMHatel ['apet 3aMeTrs1 OorpoMHbIi HOYHOM T'OPIIOK, HATIOJIHEHHBIN I0BEPXY
OTXOJIaMH, KOTOPBIE TIECKAIICh B HEM KaX[yI0 MUHYTY.

[MoxGexaB k OmkaiieMy ciiyre, ['aper oT4assHHO CXBATUJI €r0 3a PYKY.

«Koraa nocnequuil pa3 onopoKHsUTM TOPIIOK 7» — CIIPOCHJT OH.

«Ero otHOCMIM K peke BCero HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3a[], MUJIOPI».

laper BbIOEk a1 U3 KOMHATHI ¥ TOMYAJICS [0 KOPUIOPaM 3aMKa 00OpaTHO K BUHTOBOM JIECTHHIIE.

Crosia XoIoqHast HOub. 3arbIXaBIIUICs MPUHIT TOOEKaIT Yyepes MoJIe MO HAMPaBJIEHHIO K PeKe.

VY peku laper cnpsitancs 3a orpoMHbIM JepeBoM BOMM3u Oepera. OH HaOMogas, Kak JBOe
OXPaHHUKOB TIOJIHSTM ¥ HAKJIOHWJIM OOJIBIION KeJie3HBIN ropmok. CTpeMUTeIbHOe TeUeHUe peKu
YHOCHUJIO COIEPKUMOE.

laper cunen B 3acaje OO TeX IMOp, MOKa CIYTH HE 3aKOHYMIM U HE BEPHYJHCh C TOPIIKOM
0OpaTHO K 3aMKy.

Hakoser1, mpuHI| MOYyBCTBOBaJI yIOBJIETBOpeHHe. HUKTO He 3aMeTH/I HUKAKoro KJuHKa. e
Obl OHM HU OBUI, TETIEPh OH B PEYHBIX BOJAX, CMBIT B HEM3BECTHOCTh. ECIIM CEroHs HOYBIO ero oTell
YMpET, He OCTAHETCS] HA OIHOM YJIMKH, KOTOpasi Moria Obl PUBECTU K yOUTIIE.

WNnu ocranerca?
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I'nraBa nsaras

Top ¢ KpoHoM BIUIOTHYIO 11111 32 PCOM, KOTOpBIi BEN X Yyepe3 YepHBIN X0/ K TOKOSIM KOPOJIsl.
OHu BOILLIM Yepe3 TalHYyIo JBEepPb, CKPHITYIO B OHOM U3 KAMEHHBIX CTeH. Puc nepikai B pykax aken,
OCBellast UM IyTb 110 y3KkoMy npoxony. Kazanoce, 3Tum nopoporam He OyaeT koHa. OHU NOTHSINCH
T10 Y3KOW KaMEHHOM JIECTHHULIE, KOTopas BeJia B gpyroi kopuaop. Ilocie ouepeqHoro nosopora npes
HUMU TpeJicTasia Jpyras JecTHULA. Top yAUBUIICS, HACKOJBKO 3aIlyTAHHBIM OB 9TOT IPOXO/.

«OH OBUI BCTPOEH B 3aMOK COTHH JIET Ha3ajl, — TSUKENO Jpliia, o0bsAcHWI Puc, korga onu noa-
HUMaJUCh. — [Ipageom Moero otia, TpeTbum KoposieM MakI uom. OH OCTpouI ero rnoce ocasl —
3TO 3anacHoi BbIxoj. [1o npoHuu cyap0bl, ¢ TEX OP HAC HUKOTA HE OCAXKAAJN, U ITU KOPUIOPHI CTO-
JeTUSAMU rpoctanBaid. OHM ObUTH 3aKOJIOUYEHBI, HO 51 OOHApYKUJI MX B ieTcTBe. MIHOTIa 51 MCIIONb3YI0
3TU MPOXO/Bl U1 IepeMeIleHNI 110 3aMKY, MHE HPaBHUTCs, YTO HUKTO He 3HaeT, rjae 5. Korga mbl
obun omutaine, I'sen, [ondpu u s urpamm 3aech B npsaTk. KeHapuk ysxe ObuT B3pociblid, a [aper
He JTIIOOMJI C HAaMU UrpaTh. Y Hac ObLIO MpaBUJIO — HUKaKKX (pakenoB. Kpomeninas tema. Torga Ham
OBbLJIO CTPALITHO.

Top nbITasics He OTCTaBaTh, Korjga Puc Bes ero no npoxoy ¢ nNoTpscarouieil BUPTYO3HOCTHIO —
ObLJIO OUEBHU/JHO, YTO OH HAaU3YCTh 3HAJI KAXKAbIH 11I1ar.

«Kak Tebe ymanock 3amoMHHUTH BCE TH MOBOPOTHI ?» — BOCTOPKEeHHO cripocu Top.

«B mercTBe MHE OBIBAJIO OAMHOKO B 9TOM 3aMKe, — pogoikan Puc. — K tomy xe, st ObuT camblii
Miaammid, B JlernoH Bctynath MHe ObUTO paHo. [enars Obuto Godblie Heuero. §1 3amajcs 1enbio
UCCIIeIOBATh KAXAbIH 3aKOYJIOK U MIOBOPOT 3TOIO MECTax».

OHuM cCHOBa MOBEPHYJIH, 3aTEM CITyCTUJIMCh Ha TPH CTYIIEHbKH, IPOLIUIN Yepe3 y3Koe OTBEPCTUE
B CTEHe, M0CJIe Yero CIyCTUIMCh Ha JAJIMHHYIO JIECTHUYHYIO KiIeTKy. Hakonen, Puc npusen ux x Tos-
CTOM [yOOBOIA IBEpH, MOKPHITOH MbUIbI0. OH MPUCTIOHMIT K HEW OTHO YXO M Mpuciymaics. Top momo-
1IeJ K HEMY.

«Yro 310 32 IBEPH?» — CIPOCHIT OH.

«III-11», — mpousHec Puc.

Top npuTuX, NPUIOKKB U CBOE YXO K ABEpH, ciylias. 3a ero cnuHoil cron KpoH, norsapiBas
Ha XO35IMHaA.

«ITO 3aJH:5 JBEPb B IOKOM MOETO OTLa, — poienTai Puc. — 1 Xxouy noHATk, KTO TaM C HUM».

Cepnue Topa GeleHo KOJIOTUIIOCh, KOT/Ia OH CITyHIajl MPUITYLIEHHbIE rooca 3a JBEPbIO.

«Kaxercs, 4To B IOKOSIX MOJIHO HApPOLy», — CKa3aJl Puc.

OOGepHyBIINCh, OH MHOTO3HAUUTENBHO ocMoTpet Ha Topa.

«Thl monag€nib noy pazgady. 3aech cOOpaInCh BCe: reHepallbl, COBETHUKU U ceMbsl. U 4 yBe-
PEH, 4To OHM OyIyT HE B BOCTOpre yBUJETh TeOs, Bellb Thl cefiuac noj nopo3peHueM. OHU BIOJHE
MOTI'YT YCTPOUTh HaJ| ToOoW camocya. Ecim Mol otelr Bee elnie 1yMaeT, 4To Thl IbITAJICS €ro yOUTb,
TeOe HecqoOpoBaTh. Thl yBEpeH, UTO XOUEIIb OWTH Ha 3TO?»

Top criotHy1. Ceiluac UM HUKoraa. Bo pry nepecoxJio — OH MOHsUI, YTO 3TO OJMH U3 pellia-
IOLIMX MOMEHTOB B €ro *u3Hu. Cellyac MOXXHO NOBEpHYTh Ha3aJ U cOexarb. OH CMOKET JKUTh TJie-
TO B 0€30IIACHOCTH, BJJAJIM OT KOPOJIEBCKOTO ABOpA. M OH MOXeT BOWTH B 3Ty JBEpPb U IIPOBECTH
OCTaTOK CBOEW JKM3HH B MOA3EMeEIIbe C TEMH OOJIBAHAMY — MM JJaKe ObITh Ka3HEHHBIM.

Top cnenan rmyOokuil BAoX ¥ npuHsl penieHre. OH JOKEH BCTPETUTHCS CO CBOMMU AEMO-
HaMU JIMLOM K Jivily. OH He MOXET OTCTYIHUTb.

Top kuBHY. OH He periaics BBIMOJIBUTH U CJIOBA, O0SICh, UTO ceifuac rnepeaymaer.

Puc o100puTenbHO KMBHYI B OTBET, CXBATUIICS 34 JKEJIE3HYIO PYUKY U ONepcs IJIEYOM O JIBEPb.

Top npuiypuics, Korga OTKpbUIach ABEPb U B Ila3za eMy ynapwil spkuil ceer akena. OH
OKazaJics mocpeu rnokoes koposs. Kpon u Puc crosim Bosie Hero.
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3pech ObUIO, KAK MUHMMYM, /IBa JECSATKA JIIOAEH, KOTOpbIe TOMIMUINCh BOKPYT KOPOJIs, JIeKa-
1iero Ha Kposaru. HekoTtopble U3 HUX CTOSUIM HaJ HUM, Jpyrue — MpeKJIoHWwIM KojeHu. Makl nna
OKpYXaJId €ro COBETHUKM U reHepaiibl. Kpome Toro, 3aeck Haxonuauch Aprod, Koponesa, Kennpuk,
londpu. Haxe I'BenmonuH. 1o OBUIO MOXOXKE HA OlleHME TO ycoreMy — Top BTOprcsi B JIMUHbIE
JeJ1a CEMbHU.

Atmocdepa B koMHate Oblsla MpaYHOM, JIMIIA — CEpbe3HBIMU. Bce MpUCyTCTBYIONIME TYT XKe
00epHYJIMCh, TIOPA3MBIIUCH BHE3ATHOMY mosiBieHno Topa u Puca. Top mogyma, Kakou, JOIKHO
OBITh, 3TO OBUT IIIOK — OHU OKA3aJIUCh B LICHTPE KOMHATHI, MTOSIBUBIINCH U3 MOTAWHON ABEpU B KAMEH-
HOU CTEHE.

«ITOT MaJbYMIIKA! — BBIKPUKHYJI KTO-TO M3 TOJIIBI, TIOIHSBIIMCH U C HEHABUCTBIO yKa3aB Ha
Topa. — 910 OH MBITAJICS OTPABUTH KOPOJIs!»

Ha Topa co Bcex yrimoB KOMHAThl HAOPOCHINCH CTpakHUKUA. OH He 3HAJI, YTO JIeiaTh. XOTel
Obl OH Pa3BEepHYThCS U yOEKaTh, HO OH 3HAJ, YTO JIOJKEH BCTPETUTHCS C STOUM Pa3bsPEHHOM TONION
JIMIIOM K JIMITY, TOJDKEH HANAJAUTh MUP ¢ KoposieM. [ToaToMy Mosofoii desoBek coOpacs JyXoMm, a
TEM BpeMeHeM K HeMy Mo0eKalu HECKOJIbKO CTPaKHUKOB, IPOTATUBAsA K HEMY PYKH M TOTOBSICH
cxBaTUTh. KpoH, KOTOPBII HAXOAMJICS PSAAOM C, 3apbluall, IpeAyNpexaas HanaJaBIuX.

Crost Ha MecTe, Top MouyBCTBOBAJI BHE3AITHOE TEILIO, PAaCcTyIlee B HEM, CUITy, KOTOpast IPOXo0-
auia yepe3 Hero. OH HEBOJIBHO TMOJHSUI OfIHY PYKY, IIPOTSIHYJI JIaJOHb U HAIIPaBUJI CBOIO SHEPTUIO
Ha HUX.

Top ObuUT MOpakeH, KOraa CTPaXXHUKK OCTAaHOBUJIMCH B TONTYIIIAre OT HEero, CJIOBHO 3acThiB. Ero
cuj1a — 9To OBl 3TO HU OBLIO — OWJIa B HEM KJIIOYOM, AepXkaja UX Ha PacCTOSIHUM.

«Kak TbI cMeenIb NpUXoanTh CloJia U UCTIONIb30BaTh CBOE KOJIJOBCTBO, MaJIbUMIIKa! — 3aKpu-
yan bpom, Bemmuaiinmii reHepat Kopossi, BBIHYB Med. — OfIHa TONbITKA YOMICTBA HAIIIETO KOPOJIS
MoKa3ajach Te0e HeJOCTAaTOYHOU 7>

Korma Bpowm noomen k Topy co cBouM 00HakK€HHBIM MEUOM, MOJIOJION YeJIOBEK OILyTHII, KaK
YTO-TO O0JIEBAET €T0 — YYBCTBO, CUJIBHEE KOTOPOTI'O OH HUKOIJa He UCTIbIThIBAI. OH MPOCTO 3aKpbLl
CBOM I71a3a U CKOHLIEHTpUpoBasicsl. Top ourytui suepruio Meda bpoma, ero opmy, Metani u KakuM-
TO 00pa30M CTaJl C ITUM MEUYOM OIHUM LieJIbiM. OH MBICJIEHHO TIPUKA3aJl eMy OCTAHOBUTHCS.

Bpom Bcrait kKak BKOMaHHbIH, IIMPOKO PAaCKpPbIB IJ1a3a.

«APpron! — KpMKHYJ reHepasi, 00epHyBIINCH. — OCTAaHOBU TH Yapsl ceiuac xe! OCTaHOBH 3TOTO
MaJIBUMIIKY | »

Jpywu BbIILIEN U3 TOJIIBI M MEJIEHHO OIYCTHJI CBOM KarmomIoH. OH NPUCTaJIbHO MOCMOTPES Ha
Topa HanpsikeHHbBIMU TOPALIMMHU IT1a3aMHU.

«He BWXy mpuU4MHBI OCTaHABIMBATh €ro, — ckasay AproH. — OH mpuien cioga 6e3 370ro
YMBIC/Ia».

«ToI comen ¢ yma? OH efBa He YOWIT HAIIEro KOPoJis!»

«3TO BbI TaK MoJyiaraere, — oTBeTus1 Apros. — Ho 310 He To, 4TO BUKY $1».

«OcTaBbTe ero B MOKOe», — pazfajics IIyOOKUI X PUTLIBIH ToJIoC.

Bce o6epuymuch, korna MakI'wi npucen. OH mocMOTpes 1o CTOpoHaM. BbUIo BUIHO, YTO OH
o4eHb cad ¥ KaxJ0e CIOBO J1aBaJIoCh €My C TPYAOM.

«51 Xo4uy yBUJETh MaJIb4MKa. DTO HE OH PaHWJI MEHsI KMHKAJIOM. Sl BUEJI JIMLIO TOro YesloBeKa,
1 3TO He OH. TOp HEBUHOBEH>.

[NocreneHHO Bce MPUCYTCTBYIOIIME YCIIOKOMIUCH, U Toraa Top paccnadui cBOM ym, OTITycKast
cTpaXHUKOB. OHM MOMSATUIIUCh, C OMAacKOH misas Ha Topa, CIOBHO OH ObLT U3 APYrod peasbHOCTH,
Y Me/IJIEHHO BEpHY/IM CBOM MEYM 0OPAaTHO B HOXHBI.

«51 xouy yBUaeTsh ero, — ckazan Makl'wi. — Haeaune. OcraBbte Hac. Bee Bbl».

«Moii KopoJb, — ipousHec bpom. — Bbl Ha camoMm zene tymaete, 4to 310 Oe3onacHo? Tonbko
Bbi 11 3TOT Manbumnmika?»
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«HukTo He cmeet Tporath Topa, — nponsHec Makl wit. — A teniepb ocraBbTe Hac. Bee Bbl. Brino-
4asg MOIO CEMbIO».

B xomHate nosucia 3BeHsIas TullMHa. Bee nmpucyTCTByommMe yeTaBUIuCh IpYyT Ha Apyra, He
3Has, YTO JeJiaTh. TOp CTOSAJ KaK BKONAHHBIN, C TPYAOM ITOHUMAs1, YTO ITPOUCXOIUT.

OpnyH 3a IpyruM MpUCYTCTBYIOLIUE, BKJTI0YAs CEMbIO KOPOJIs, BHILLLIA U3 KoMHAThI. [Jaxe Kpon
BhIlIeN Bese 3a Pucom. Ilokow, ere HeCKOIbKO MUHYT Ha3a[] NepenoJHEHHbIE JTI0bMU, BHE3AITHO
OITyCTEJIN.

JBepb 3akpbuiack. Teneps 3aech ObUM TOIBKO TOp M KOPOJIb — OHY B 9TOM 3JI0BEIE THIIHHE.
Top He Mor B 3T0 noBepuTh. EMy 60s1bHO Ob110 BUeTh Makl Mita TakuM OJIeHBIM, M3HEMOTAIOIIM
oT 60y, ITO OBUIO CTpaHHOE, HEOOBICHUMOE YYBCTBO, OY/ITO YaCTUYKA €ro CaMoro TOXe yMHpasia
31eCh, Ha 9TOI KpoBaTu. Bosbllie Bcero Ha CBeTe €My XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI KOPOJIb MOMPABUJICS.

«[lopoitnu clopa, MaabuMK MoOit», — ene-eje npousHec Makl'mn XpUIibIM rojsocoM, MoyuTH
11ernotoM. Top CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY U MOCTIEIINIT K KPOBAaTHU KOPOJIsi, BCTaB Ipe] HUM Ha KojieHu. Kopoinb
MIPOTSIHYJI BsIoe 3arsicthe U Top, B3SIB €ro pyKy, MOLIEIOBAI €€.

[Momuse rnasa, Top yBugen, uro MakI i ciado yasidancs. Mosonoi yeioBeK yIUBUIICS, OIILy-
THB Ha CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX IIIEKaX TOpsTIMe CIIe3bl.

«Moti rocriofivH, — Hadan Top B crielike, He B CHJIax CAepKUBaTh 910 B cebe. — [Toxkanyiicra,
noBepbTe MHE. fl He mbiTancs Bac orpaButh. f y3Ham 00 3ToM 3amMbIciie U3 CBOUX CHOB. Biaromaps
cuJie, KOTOPYIO sl He MOHUMal. Sl TonbKo Xoten npenynpeauts Bac. [oxanyiicta, moBepbre MHE. . .»

MaxkI'vn nporanyin nagoss u Top 3amomnmyan.

«41 ommbancs HacyeT Te0s1, — cKazajl Kopoub. — [Ipuiiock mocTpagaTh OT PyKH APYroro 4eso-
BEKa, YTOOBI OCO3HATh, YTO 3TO ObLT HE ThI. Thl BCETo JIMIIb MbITANCS cnacTu MeHs. [Ipoctu meHst. Thl
npeaH MHe. BOo3MOXHO, Tl €AMHCTBEHHBII ITPEJaHHBIN YEJI0OBEK B MOEM JIBOPE».

«Kax 08I 1 X0TeN Oo1moduTHESA, — pornsHec Top. — Kak Obl s1 XoTen, utoOsl Bel Obutn B Ge30mac-
HOCTU. YTOOBI MOM CHBI OKa3aJIMCh BCETO JIMIIb WILTIO3USIMH, 4T0 Bac HUKoraa He yopior. Moxer
OBITD, g1 oKOCS. BO3MOXHO, BBl BLIKABETE.

MaxkI ' nokayas ronoBox.

«Moe BpeMsi IpUIILIO», — cKazan oH Topy.

Top crnoTtHyn. Xoten Obl OH BEPUTD, UTO 3TO HE MpaB/ia, HO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO KOPOJIb MPAB.

«BblI 3HaeTe, KTO COBEPIINII 3TOT Y)KACHBIN MOCTYIOK, MUJIOpA ?» — Top 3a7ai1 Bonpoc, KOTOPbIi
TEep3aJl ero pa3ym Cc TOro caMoro MOMeHTa, Kak yBuel TOT coH. OH He MOT MPeACTaBUTh ceOe, KTO
XOTeJ1 YOUTh KOPOJISl ¥ TIOYeMy.

MakI'un cMoTpelt B OTONOK, € TPYIOM MOprasi.

«$1 BUzIEN ero JMIo — JIUIIO, KOTOpoe s XOpoIio 3Halo. Ho 1o Kakoil-To mpuyuHe s He MOTY
BCIIOMHUTD, KTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK».

OH oGepHyscs 1 mocMoTpen Ha Topa.

«Ceituac 310 He UMeeT 3HaueHus1. Moe Bpemsi nputiuio. Criennan v 3TO OH WM KTO-TO IPYTroM —
KOHell Bce paBHO TOT *e. Ho 4ro ceiluac umeeT 3HaueHue, — ckaszan Makl'wi u, npoTsiHyB pykKy,
Kpenko cxBaTuil Topa 3a 3arsicTbe, 4YeM YIUBWI MOJIOAOTO YeJOBeKa, — TaK 3TO TO, YTO CIYUYMUTCS
niociie Moel cMepTu. Hartie KoposieBCTBO octaHeTcst 6e3 KOpossi».

MaxkI'vn ogapun Topa TakuM TPOH3UTETBHBIM B3IVISIOM, YTO MaJbuMK OBUI COBCEM COWT C
Tonky. O yem roBopui Koposs? Yero oH TpedoBan? Top XoTen pacCmpocuTh ero, HO BUIEH, Kak
cNOXHO ObUT0 MakI vty JplaTh, IOTOMY HE PUCKHYJI ITPEpBaTh €ro.

«AproH ObLT ITpaB HacyeT TeOsI, — CKa3al KOPOJib, MEJJICHHO Oca0isis XBaTKy. — TBos cyapOa
3HAUUTEJILHO BEJIMUECTBEHHEE MOEI».

Cnosa MakI'mna nponsumu Topa HackBo3b. Ero cynp0a BelmdecTBeHHee CyIbObl KOPOJIs?
OpnHa TOJNBKO MBICTIb O TOM, YTO KOPOJIb TOBOPHJI O HEM ¢ AProHoM, OblIa 3a Mpe/iesiaMy ero MoHH-
MaH#s. A TOT (pakT, 4To OH cKazai, OyaTo cynbOa Topa BenmdecTBeHHee CyabObl KOposis. .. YTo oH
umeet B Buay? Heyxenu MakI'un Haxonutesi B Opety B CBOM MOC/IETHIE MUHYTHI?
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«51 BbIOpast TeOs1. .. S mpuBes TeOs B CBOIO CeMbIo He 0e3 MpUIMHBI. Thl 3HACIIIb STY TPUUUHY 7»

Top nmokayas roJoBoi, OTYastHHO KeJiasi ee y3HaTh.

«Heysxenu Tl He 3Haellb, TOYeMY 51 XOTeJI BUAETb 31eCh TeOsI — TOJIBKO TeOsI — epei CMEePThIo 7»

«[Ipory mporeHusi, MUIOpH, — CKa3aJl OH, MOKa4aB TOJIOBOM. — §1 He 3HaI0».

MakI'n BeiaBu U3 ceds cnadylo yabpIOKy, TIOC/Ie Yero ero rjia3a Havyain 3aK pbIBaThCsl.

«Bnanu otcrona ectb Besimkue 3emiid. 3a YaiuibacoM. [laxke 3a 3emeit [IpakoHOB. DTo 3eMIist
apyunoB. TBost MaTh pogoM oTTyAa. Thl TOMKEH OTHPABUTHCS TYA 32 OTBETAMI».

MakI 'ni mrpoKo OTKPBUI I71a3a ¥ MPUCTAIBHO MTOocMOoTpe Ha Topa.

«Ha koHy Hale KoposneBcTBO», — 100aBUI OH. — « Thl He TakoM, Kak apyrue. Tbl 0COOCHHBIN.
[oka ThI He IOMMeIlIb, KTO ThI, B HAIlIeM KOPOJIEBCTBE HE Oy/IeT MOKOSI».

MaxkI'vn 3akpbut riaza. Ero pixanue cTajo npepbhIBUCTBIM, KaK bl BJOX JTaBaJICsS €My C Tpy-
noMm. Ero pyka yxe He Tak Kpenko cxkumaina 3ansictbe Topa. Cressl noteksu no mekam Topa. B ero
rOJIOBE BHOBb M BHOBb 3ByUaJIU CJIOBA, CKa3aHHbIE KOPOJIEM, KOTopble Top, Kak HU cTapasicsi, He MOT
ocMbIcuTb. OH HE MOT' COCPeIOTOUMThCs. Heyxen oH Bce yCbliai BepHO?

MaxkI v Havast menTarh 4To-TO, HO €ro peyb OblIa HACTOJIBKO TUXOM, uTo Top ¢ Tpyaom pas-
oupat cnosa. OH HaKJIOHWICS HUKE U MIOTHEC YXO K rydam KOpoJis.

Koposnb nmoaHsist ronoBy B ocaeAHUH pa3 U, coOOpaB BCe CBOM CHIIBI, CKa3aJl:

«OToMCTH 32 MEHS».

3atem MakI 'mi BHe3anHo 3acTbll. OH JieKasl HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, a OTOM €ro roJioBa OTKaTH-
Jach B CTOPOHY. Ero mmpoKo OTKphITHIE T1a3a ObUTH 3aCTHIBIIMMHU.

Koposnb 61 MepTB.

«HET!» — 3apbigan Top.

JIOIKHO OBITh, €70 KPUK BCTPEBOXKMUII CTPAKY, TOTOMY UTO MTHOBEHHUE CITYCTSI OH YCIIbIIIAN, KaK
0331 HerO pacrnaxHyJsach JABEPb, YCIbIIIAT CyMATOXy JECATKOB JIIOJIel, BOEraiouyx B MoKou. Top
OCO3HABAJI, YTO BOKPYT HEro CyeTsTcsl Kakue-To joand. OH CIbIIa OTAAIEHHBINA 3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB.
Kazanocs, Konokona OWi B TaKT €ro MyJIbCUPYIONTMM BUCKaM. Top MOYyBCTBOBAJI FOJIOBOKPYKEHHUE,
Y Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]] Mepel IIa3aMy Y HEero BCE MOIUIBLUIO.

Tepsist cozHanue, Top pyXHys Ha KAMEHHBIH TTOJ.
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I'raBa mecrasi

INopei BeTpa ynapui ['apeta B JIMLIO, U OH MOJHSI 7132, CIEPKUBAs Cle3bl, K OJIEAHOMY CBETY
NIepBOr0 BOCXOIALIEro coHua. [JIeHp Tonbko HaunHaics, Ho y KoneBbsaH Kimudde, B aTOM ynasen-
HOM MecTe yxke COOpaJICh COTHH YJIEHOB KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbH, JIpy3el U MPUOIMKEHHBIX, KOTOpPbIE
npuObLIM B HaZeXk e MIPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha noxopoHax. Cpa3y 3a HuMM ['apeT yBuzen ciepxuBaeMylo
apMHel cosar TOJIy, CTEKAIOLIYIOCs CI0fla, — ThICSYM JIIofIel n3anu HaOumoaiu 3a ciyx0o0il. ['ope
Ha MX JIMLaX ObLIO MoMHHBIM. COMHEHMI B TOM, YTO €ro OTIIa JIOWIU, He ObLIO.

[aper B OKpyKEHUU CBOMX OJIMKAMIINX POACTBEHHUKOB CTOST BO3JIE TeJla CBOETO OTLA, KOTO-
pOe MOKOMJIOCh Ha I0CKaxX HaJl MO B 3emiie. BOT-BOT €ro JOJIKHBI OIyCTUTb.

Iepen Tommoi crost AproH B TEMHO-aJI0i MAaHTUH, KOTOPYIO OH HaJeBaJsl TOJIBKO Ha MOXOPO-
Hax. BeipaxxeHue ero yvia ObUIO HEMPOHMUIIAEMBIM, KOTIa OH CMOTpeN Ha Tesio Koposisi. Karmommon
CKpBIBAJI €0 JIMLIO. ['apeT 0TYassHHO MbITaJICS IPOYMTATh IO JIMILLY APYHa, KAK MHOTO €My M3BECTHO.
3HaeT s AproH, 4to oH yOus cBoero otua? A ecim 3HaeT, CKaKeT JIM JPYTUM WM TIO3BOJIUT CyIbOe
ChIrpaTh 10 KOHIA?

K necuactsio a1s apera, ¢ 3T0oro HagoeIMBOro MajabuulIky, Topa, CHAIM Bce OOBUHEHMS.
OueBUIHO, YTO OH HE MOT YIapuTh KOPOJIsi HOKOM, HaXO[sACh B roa3eMelise. He roBops yxe o Tom,
YTO €ro OTel] caM CKa3aJl OCTaJIbHbIM, 4TO TOp HEBUHOBEH. A 3TO TOJBKO YXYALIMJIO MOJOXEHUE
Iapera. [I1s1 paccMOTpeHMs 9TOTO Jefa, Ui U3y4eHHs Kax o AeTanu youiictea Makl mia yxe ObL1
coOpas coet. Cepriie ['aperta GerieHo KOIOTHIIOCH, KOT/Ia OH CTOSUT 31€Ch C APYTUMH, IJIsiIs Ha TeJIO,
KOTOPOE BOT-BOT COOMPAJIMCh OIYCTUTH B 3eMTi0. EMy caMoMy XOTenoch poBaIUThCS CKBO3b 3EMUIIO.

Ouenb ckopo cne npusener kK Pupty, a Torna u ['aper noiiner ko JHy BMecte ¢ HUM. Emy
HY)KHO OyJeT AeiCTBOBaTh OBICTPO, YTOOBI OTBJIEYb BHUMAHKE, YTOObI OOBMHUTH KOTO-TO JPYTOTO.
laper cripammBan ceOsi, He MOJO3PEBAET JIU €ro KTO-HUOYIb U3 €ro OKpyxkeHus. ITo ObLia BCEro
JIMUIb MApaHOis — MPUCTAILHO W3YYMB JIMLA IPUCYTCTBYIOLIMX, OH MPHUILENT K BBIBOJY, YTO HUKTO
Ha Hero He cMOTpHUT. 37ech Obun ero Opatbs, Puc, T'ondpu n Kenapuk, ero cecrpa I'Bennonus,
ero Marth — Ha Hell JuIia He ObUIO OT ropsi, OHa Braia B crynop. [locie cMepTu cymnpyra KoposieBa
IEHCTBUTENIBHO CTajla JPYTUM YeJIOBEKOM, €[jBa CIIOCOOHBIM FOBOPUTH. ['apeT cibliiai, 4To, Korma
Marthb Nojy4nia u3Bectue o cmept MakI mna, ¢ Helt YTo-TO MPOU30ILIO — Kak OYyITO Cpa3uI napainy.
ITonoBuHa e€ Mua 3acThUIa, a €€ peyb CTajla 3aMe/JIEHHOM.

laper m3yvas jMIa COBETHHKOB KOPOJS MO33/IM Hee — IVIAaBHOTO reHepasia bpoma u riaBbl
Jlernona KoJbka, KOTOpbIE CTOSUIN BIIEpE/IU TOJIIBI COBETHUKOB €ro oTua. Bee oHu genanu Buj, 4ro
ropioloT, HO I"apeT Buen ux HackBo3b. OH 3HaJI, UTO BCEX ITUX JIIOAEH, BCEX UJIEHOB COBETA U TeHe-
PaJIOB, a TaKKe BCeX ABOPSH U JIOPIOB, CMEPTh KOPOJIs He BOJTHOBasIa. OH YMTal Ha UX JIMLax aMOu-
LMY, Kax 1y BiaacTu. [aper yyBcTBOBaJI, YTO, CMOTPsA Ha Tejo Makl 1ia, Bce OHM 3a1aBajlCh BOIIPO-
COM, KTO € CJIeIyIOLIUi 3aiiMeT MPecTo.

006 stom myman u cam ['aper. Kakumu OymyT nociecTBrsi Takoro BHe3anHoro youiictea? Ecim
OBl BCe MPOIILIO YKCTO M MPOCTO, U BHHA Jiera Obl Ha KOTo-TO ApYyroro, torja miad [apera Obu
OBl UzIeasIbHBIM — TPOH JIO0CTasIcs Obl eMy. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OBLI MEpPBBIM 3aKOHHOPOKACHHBIM
ceiHOM. Ero orery nepenan Bnacts I'BeH101MH, HO Ha BCTpeue He ObIO HUKOTO, KpOME ero Oparbes,
a ero keJaHus1 He ObUTH 010OpeHsI. ['apeT 3HasI KOpPOJIEeBCKHI COBET, 3HAJ, HACKOJIBKO CEPhE3HO OHU
CJEIYIOT 3aKOHY. Ero cecrpa He CMOXET IPaBUTh, HE MOTY4UB OI00pEHHUS.

A 3HaumT, octraércs oH. Ecu Bee moiizeT mo 3akoHy — a ['aper ObLT yBepeH B TOM, YTO TaK M
Oyner, — Toraa TpoH repeier eMy. TakoB ObLT 3aKOH.

[apeTr He COMHEBAJICS B TOM, UTO €ro Oparhsi ¥ CECTpa CTaHyT OOpOThcst ¢ HUM. OHU BCIIOMHSIT
0 BCTpEYe C UX OTLOM M OyIyT HacTauBaTh Ha IpaBieHnu [ BennonuH. KeHapHuK He cTaHeT MblTaTbhes
3aXBaTUTh BIACTb U151 ce0s1 — OH CIIMIIKOM urcTocepredeH. ['ondpu anatnmyen. Puc cimimkom Moo,
Ero enuHcTBeHHOW Hactosiien yrposoit ssisiercs: ['BengomH. Ho Taper Obin1 HacTpoeH onTumu-
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CTUYHO — OH COMHEBAJICS, UTO COBET OBbLJI TOTOB K TOMY, 4T0ObI KOJIbIIOM MpaBuIia KeHIIMHA — a TOY-
Hee, I0Hasl IeByIIKa. A Tenepb, 6e3 KopoJis, y HUX OyleT mpeKpacHoe OrnpaBIaHue i TOrO, YTOObI
OOOWTH ero cecTpy.

INaper no-Hacrosmemy onacacs Toiabko Kenaprka. B koHue KoHIOB, ['apeTa Bce HeHaBUIENH,
B TO BpeMs Kak KeHqpuk ObUT JTIOOMMUYMKOM MTPOCTOMIOAMHOB M COJIIAT. YUUTHIBasi OOCTOSITENTbCTBA,
BCer/ia CyIIeCTBOBAJ IIaHC TOTO, YTO COBET nepenact Biactb Kenapuky. Yem ckopee ['aper 3aiimer
TPOH, TEM CKOpee OH CMOXET UCIIOIB30BATh CBOIO BJIACTH IS TOTO, YTOOBI M30ABUTHCS OT CTAPIIIETO
Opara.

BepéBka nepHynach B pyke ['apeTa, ocTaBUB OOXUTaloONIMiA clie]] Ha ero jagoHu. ['pod Havamm
omyckatb. OcMoTpeBIuch, ['aper yBuzen Ipyrux cBOuMX OpaTbheB, KOTOpbIe, KaK U OH, AepXkaiu
BEPEBKY, MEJIEHHO omyckas ee. KoHell BepeéBku ['apera HakJOHWICA, TTOCKOJIBbKY OH ITPOITYCTHJI
MOMEHT, Korja rpo® Hadaym oryckarb. OH TOIBITATCA CXBATUTh BEPEBKY OPYroill PyKOW, UTOOBI
BBIPOBHSATH ee. [10 npoHuu cyabObl, Jake MOocae CMEPTH OH He MOT YTOJUTh CBOEMY OTILY.

Korna 3a3BoHMIM OTAAJIEHHBIE KOJIOKOJA M3 3aMKa, BIEpe/ BBICTYNWI ApProH, NOAHUMAs
JIaJIOHb.

«Itso ominus domi ko resepia...»

Vr1pauennsiii s3bIKk Kosblia, KOpONIEBCKUM A3bIK, KOTOPBII UCIIOJIB30BAJIM €r0 MPEJKU Ha Mpo-
TSDKEHUM THICSTYM JIeT. ToMy s13bIKy ['apeta oOyuasiu ero yuurelis, Koraa oH OblT peOeHKOM. DTOT
SI3BIK TIOHAI00MTCS €My, KOT/Ia OH MPUCTYNUT K UCTIOJTHEHUIO CBOMX KOPOJIEBCKUX O0S3aHHOCTEH.

BHezanHoO AproH ocraHOBWJICS, NMOAHSUI IVla3a M ycTaBujcs npsmo Ha [apera. ¥V Toro no
criiHe oOeskanu mypamku. [Tomymnpo3paunsie 11a3a Aprosa, Ka3ajaoch, BUIEH ero HackBo3b. [aper
nokpacHes. OH cripammBa ce0si, CMOTPST JIM HA HEro OCTajibHbIe, 3HAIOT JIU OHU, YTO TO O3Ha-
yaeT. ['apeT mouyBCTBOBAJI, YTO APYH/ 3HAET O €r0 yyacThu B youiicTe. TeM He MeHee AproHa Bce-
raa ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHO PasraiaTh, OH MPEANIOYUTANT HE BMEIIMBATLCS B TIEPUIIETUN YeSIOBEUECKOM
cyabObl. CTaHeT JIu OH XpaHUTh MOTYaHue?

«Koponp MakI'm1 ObUT XOpOIIUM, CIPABEIJIUBBIM KOPOJIEM, — MEJICHHO MPOu3HeC ApProH
CBOMM ITYOOKMM TaUHCTBEHHBIM rojIocoM. — OH YTHJI CBOMX MPEIKOB U TOPAMIICS UMH, OH COXPaHSII
MUD B KOPOJIEBCTBE U MPUHEC eMy OoJiblie 60raTcTBa, YeM Kakoi-1uOo0 Apyroi mpaBUTesb 0O Hero. Y
HETO MPekIeBPEMEHHO OTHSLIN XU3Hb — Tak noxenan ['ocrogs. Ho oH octaBui nocne cedst Goratoe
Hacneue. Tenepp Hallla oyepeb OXPaHATh ITO HACEUE».

AproH cuenai naysy.

«Hamemy koponectBy Kosblia co Bcex CTOPOH IpO3UT cMepTenbHas onacHOCTh. 3a Kanbo-
HOM, 3alIUIIEHHBIM OJHUM JIMILIb SHEPTETUYECKUM LUTOM, — FOCYAAPCTBO JAMKAPEN U CO3/IaHUA,
KOTOpBIE XOTAT pa3opBarh Hac Ha Kycouku. Ha teppuropun Hamero Konblia, Hanpotu Xails1sH[C,
KMBET KJIaH, KOTOPbIA MOKET IPUYMHUTH HaM Bpell. Haille KoponeBCTBO MPOLBETAET, Mbl )KUBEM B
Mupe, HO 3Ta Oe3omacHOCTh MuMosteTHa. [Touemy T'ocrions 3a0uMpaeT yesoBeka B caMOM paciiBeTe
CHJT — XOPOIIIEro, My/Iporo u crpaseyiuBoro koposisi? [louemy emy ObIIIO CYKIEHO YMEpeTh TaKUM
oOpazoM? MpbI — BCEero JMIIb MEIKU, MApHOHETKU B pyKax cyapObl. [laxe oOnanasi OrpoMHOM Bia-
CTBIO, Mbl B KOHEYHOM UTOT€ MOKEM OKa3aThCsl B MOTuie. Borpoc, KOTOpsIi Mbl JOJIKHBI ceOe 3a1aTh,
HE B TOM, K YeMy MBI CTPEMHMCS, a B TOM, KEM Mbl CTPEMHUMCS ObITH».

Apros omyctui rooBy. ['apet 4yBcTBOBa, Kak rOpsIT €ro JaJoH!, TIOKa OHK OITyCKaJi Ipo0.
Hakowel, ¢ riiyXum cTyKOM, OH OIyCTHJICS] Ha 3€MJTIO.

«HET!» — paznasncs kpuk.

Dro Obuta ['BeHgomuH. BHe ceds oT ropsi, oHa mogdexkana K Kpawo sMbI, CIOBHO COOMpAsiCh
Opocuthes Benen 3a oTiioM. Bniepen BoiOeskan Puc u, cxBaTtuB ee, oTTammi Ha3al. Kenapuk nocne-
IIWJI €My Ha MOMOILIb.

Ho I'apeT He ucnpIThIBaJ1 COYYBCTBUS 110 OTHOILIEHMIO K cecTpe. CKopee, OH 4yBCTBOBAJI yrpo3y.
Ecnu et xouetcst okazarbcs 1o 3emield, OH MOKET 9TO YCTPOUTb.

Ila, OH ¥ mpaB/a 3TO MOXKET.
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***

Top crosin Bcero B HECKOMbKUX (pyTax oT Tena Kopoiss Maklwa, HaOmonas 3a TeM, Kak ero
OITYCKAIOT B 3eMJII0. 3pesuiiie notpsicio ero. Koposb BHIOpas HEBEpOSATHO KUBOITUCHOE MECTO IS
3aXOpOHEHUsI: Ha KPalo CaMOro BBICOKOTO yTeca KOPOJIEBCTBA, Ka3aloch, 1O OOJAKOB OBUIO PYKOM
nocrathb. [lepBoe u3 BOCXOIAIIMX CONHI] TOQHUMAJIOCh BCE BBIIIIE, OKpAIIMBasi 00JIaka B OpaHKEBbIE,
3eJIeHbIe, JKeJIThie U po30Bbie TOHA. HO eHb ObLT TYMaHHBIM — Ka3aJI0Ch, CaMa MPUpPO/a OIJIAKUBAET
MakI'una. Kpon psgom ¢ Topom 3ackymuit.

Mornonoit yenoBek ychblllial NTUYUI KPUK U, TIOAHAB IJla3a, yBUIeI DcTodeseca, KOTOPbIi
KPYKHJI BBICOKO HaJ TOJIOBOM, IJIssl Ha HUX. TOp Bee elre He MOT IPUIATH B ce0s1, He B CHJTaX OCO3HATh
COOBITHSI TTOCTIETHUX HECKOMBKUX AHEH. OH He MOT CBBIKHYTBCS C MBICIIBIO, UTO CTOMT 3/1€Ch ceifuac,
Cpeny 4JIeHOB KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbH, HAOJTI0/1as1 32 TEM, KaK YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPOTro OH TaK OBICTPO MOJI0-
oW1, Ipe1aloT 3emJie. DTO Kazaloch HeBepOosATHBIM. OH TOJBKO Havasl y3HaBaTh €ro — BIIEPBbIE KTO-
TO OTHECCA K TOpy MO-0Te4YecKH, — U BOT, €ro He ctajo. Top Bce BpeMst Aymall O MOCIEIHUX CI0BaX
KOPOJISI:

«Tel He makoti, kak opyeue. Tol ocobennblii. [loka mol He nolimeutb, KMo mol, 8 HaAUWEM KOPO-
Jneecmee He 0yoenm noKosi».

UYro xoposs umen B Buny? Kro e o Ha camom nesne? Heyxenn oH U mpaBaa 0COOSHHBIN?
Otkyna xoposb 3Has 00 aTom? Kak cynpOa koposieBcTBa cBs3ana ¢ Topom? Moxet ObiTh, Makl mit
mpocto ObuT B Opery?

«Boaau omcrooa ecmv eeauxue 3emau. 3a Yaiineocom. Jladice 3a 3emaeli /lpakoros. Imo 3emas
opyuoos. Teos mamv pooom ommyoa. Tel donrdxcen omnpasumscst myoa 3a OmMeemam.

Otkyna MaxkI'un 3Ha1 o ero marepu? OTKyna eMy ObUIO W3BECTHO, rje oHa xkwuna? U kakue
oTBeTHl y Hee ObuTi? Top Bceraa aymal, 4Tto OHa MepTBa — caMa MbICIIb O TOM, YTO OHa MOXET OBbITh
KHBA, TTopas3uia ero. bosbiie yem koraa-moo, Top mpencronHuICs pelMMOCTH OTHICKATh €€, HAaTH
OTBETHI, Y3HaTb, KTO K€ OH U TI0YeMY OH OCOOCHHBI.

Korpa 3a3BoHmim kosiokosna 1 tesio Makl mina Hayaim omyckaTh B MOTwity, Top 3agymaiics o
0e3KaJTOCTHBIX NepurieTusx cyapbObl. [ToueMy emMy MO3BOJIEHO BUAETH Oyayliee, BUAECTh, KaK BEJH-
KOTO YeJIoBeKa YOMBAIOT, M B TO K€ BpeMsI OH OeCCUJIEH CeaTh XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ib, YTOOBI 9TO MPEIOT-
BpatuTh? OTYaCTU OH XOTea Obl HUKOIAA OOJbllle HE BHIETh TOTO, HUKOTAA 3apaHee He 3HATh
TOro, YTO Cyuutcsi. Top mpocTo XoTes Obl OCTAaThCsl HEBUHHBIM CBHIETENIEM, KaK JIpyrue — MpoCcTo
MIPOCHYTHCSI OHAK/IBI M y3HATh, UTO KOPOJIb MepTB. Ho Terephb OH 4yBCTBOBAJT CBOIO COMPHYACTHOCTD.
Top kak OyaTo cuntas cedst BUHOBATHIM B CIIyYMBIIMMCS, KaK OYTO OH 4TO-TO YITyCTHIL.

Top crpammmBain ce0s1, 4To Terepb OyaeT ¢ KoposneBcTBoM. KoponeBctBom 6e3 koposns. Kto
Oyner npaButh? [Ipunér mu k Biactu [apet, kak Bce aymaior? Top He MOTr TPEACTaBUTh HUYETO
XYJIIIEro.

PaccmarpuBast Tonmy, MOJIOZION YeTOBEK BUET CypPOBBIE JIMIIA ABOPSIH U JIOPAOB, KOTOPHIE MTPH-
exaJii co Bcex yroikoB Kosbiia B 6ecriokoitHoe koponeBctBo. Co ciioB Prca oH 3Has1, 4TO OHM BJIH-
sTenbHble Toau. Topa My4rsI Borpoc, KTo ke youiina. Kazanock, 4To 310 MOTr OBITB JIIOOOH U3 3TOTO
Mopsi vl Bee a1 moam cranyT OOpOThCs 32 BJIACTh. ByneT im KOpoJaeBCTBO pa3OUTO HA YacT?
CranyT 711 OHU OOPOThCS APYT MPoTHB JIpyra? Yro Oyaer ¢ ero coOCTBEHHOM Cynp00i? A Kak Hacuer
Jlernona? Hey:xenu ero paciycrsar? Heyxenu apmuio pacopmupyior? Boccraner mu CepeOpo, eciu
I'apera Ha30BYT KOpOJEM?

[NoBepsT 11 ocTanbHBIE B TO, 4TO TOp HAa cCaMOM JieJie HEBUHOBEH TOCTIe BCEro, YTO CIyUUIIOCH?
3acTaBsT JIM €ro BepHYThCs K cede B epeBHI0? Top Hazesics, YTo 3Toro He npousoiaer. Emy tak
HpaBWJIach €ro HOBasl XKU3Hb. BoJbllie BCEro Ha CBETe eMy XOTeJIOCh OCTAaThCs 3/1€Ch, B TOM MeECTe,
B Jlernone. EMy mpocTto XoTesnoch, 4ToObl Bce ObUIO, KaK eCTh, YTOOBI HUYEero He MeHsI0ch. Kopo-
JIEBCTBO, KOTOPOE BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO JTHEH Ha3a/l Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM HEPYIIMMBIM, TAKMM TTOCTOSTHHBIM.
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Kazanocek, yro MakI ' Beera OyeT Bocceqats Ha TpoHe. Eciii HeuTo Takoe HajiexkHOe, TaKoe CTa-
OWJIbHOE BHE3AITHO pa3pyIIMIOCh, TO Ha 4TO UM Terepb HanesaTbesi? Teneps Topy Kaszanock, 4To B
’KU3HU HET HIUYETO TMOCTOSTHHOTO.

Cepnuie Topa paspsiBasioch, Koraa ['BEeHAOMMH TMOMBITATACh MPHITHYTh B MOTHMJIY 32 CBOMM
orrioMm. Korza Puic oTrammn ee B CTOpoHy, Briepe[] BHIIUIA CIYTH, KOTOpbIe HAYaJIM 3aChIIaTh MY
3emJieil; AproH TeM BpeMeHeM IPOIOoIKal CBOI0 TOPKECTBEHHYIO peub. Ha HeOe mossBUImCh TyuH,
KOTOpBIE HA MUHYTY 3aCJIOHUJIM TIepBoe cosHIle. HecMOTps Ha TO, UTO 3TO OBbUT TETUIBIN JICTHU JIeHb,
TIO/yJT XOJIOAHBIN BeTep. Y ero Hor cKyam1 KpoH, MorsabBaoyil CHIU3Y Ha CBOETO XO35MHA.

Ceituac Top 3HaJ TOJIBKO OJJHO — €My HYKHO IMOroBoputh ¢ I'BeH. OH OJKeH cKas3aTh el, Kak
eMy KaJlb, Kak OH 00e3yMeJ1 M3-3a CMEPTH ee OTIa, YTO OHa He oiHa. [laxe ecii oHa OOJTblIe HUKOTAA
HE 3aX0UeT ero BUETh, OH JIOJKEH JaTh €i 3HATh, YTO €r0 OOBUHWIM OECIIOYBEHHO, YTO OH HUYETO
He czienas B Tom Oopresie. EMy HyxkeH I1aHc, BCEro OfiuH IIaHC, Mpexe yeM [ BeHI0IMH MpOroHUT
ero HaBCeraa.

Konokona He nepecraBanu 3BoHHTH. Korma Ha Moruiy Kopossi Oblia OpoIleHa MOCIeIHsIs
rOPCTb 3€MJIH, TOJIIA IEPECTPOUIIACH: PSAIbI JIIOJEW TPOCTUPAIUCH TaK AAJIEKO, HACKOJIBKO MOT BUJIETh
Top. Jlioau BHICTPOMIIUCH BAOJb CKAJIbI, KX bl MOJOKUJI TI0 YEPHOM PO3€ Ha CBEKYIO HACHITIH 3EMJIH
Ha Moruie koposisl. Top caenan war Brepen, NPeKJOHWT KOJIEHU U TOJIOKUII PO3Yy MOBEPX BBICOKOM
IpyIbl TPAYPHBIX IIBETKOB. KpoH 3acKynmuit.

Koraa Tonma Havyana pacxomuThbes, JIIOAW pa3Opeiuch B pa3HbIX HampasieHusix. Top 3ameTu,
Kak ['BeHonuH, BHe ce0si OT MEpenoMHSAIIIMX ee MO, BhIpBajiach U3 pyk Puca m moGexana
MPOYb OT MOTHIJIBL.

«I'Ben!» — kpuknyn et Bcren Puc.

Ho ona Obina 6e3yTemnHa. JleByIika mpopBajiach CKBO3b TUIOTHYIO TOJITY U MOOEXaia BHU3 IO
IPYHTOBOM JIopore BAOJb Kpasi cKauibl. Topy ObUT0 O0TBHO BUETD €€ Takoi. EMy HyKHO MOMBITAThCS
C Hell IOTOBOPUTb.

Mortozioli YenoBeK Toxke Havaj MpoOHpaThcsl CKBO3b TOJITY, IMbITasich AorHath [BeH. Kpon
6exan psaaom ¢ HuM. Hakonenr Top MUHOBa TOJITY U YBUJIEN BIIAJIeKe ee OeryIyio (purypy.

«I'BeH!» — KPUKHYJI OH.

Ho ona mponomkana 6exatb. Top Opocusicst BIOTOHKY, YCKOpPsisi TeMIl. KpoH CKyIwI psjioM ¢
HuM. Top Oesxait Bce ObicTpee U ObicTpee, MoKa He OYyBCTBOBA JKeHHe B Jierkux. Hakoner emy
YZIAJIOCh JOTHATH JEBYIIIKY.

OH cxBatui ['BeH 3a pyKH, OCTaHABJIMBAs €e.

Kpachple rnaza I'Benonun Obuty 1MOJTHBI ciie3. Ee aiHHbIe BOJIOCH MPYITUILIH K iekam. OHa
cOpocuia ¢ ce0st ero pyKu.

«OctaBb MeHd B 1okoe! — 3akpuyana ['BeH. — 4 He xouy Te0s Buaets! Hukorma!»

«I'Benponun, — ymonsin Top. — 51 He yOouBas TBoero otia. § He UMero OTHOIIEHHSI K €0 CMEPTH.
OH u cam 370 cka3aj. Heyxenu Thl 3TOro He MOHMMaeIb? § MbITAJICS CIIACTH €ro, a He IPUYMHUTD
€My BpE€I».

Omna nonbiTanack yoexarb, HO Top Kpenko aepkai ee 3arsicTbe M He oTmyckaid. OH He Mor
ee OTIYCTUTh — He B 9TOT pa3. [ BeH Goposack ¢ HUM, HO OOJIbIe He MbiTasiachk cOexkars. OHa Obuia
CJIVILIIKOM 3aHSITA PhIIAHUSIMU.

«$1 3Ha10, YTO THI HE YOMBAJ €ro, — cKasaua oHa. — Ho 3To Huyero He meHsiet. Kak Thl cmeenb
MIPUXOUTD U MBITATHCS TIOTOBOPUTH CO MHOM TIOCTIE TOTO, Kak Thl YHU3WII MeHs niepe aApyrumu? Tem
Oonee cervac».

«Ho 1B He moHnMaenb. S He fenan HUYero B ToMm Oopresne. ITo Bee JOKb. B 3TOM Her Hu
Karu npasjpl. KTO-TO mbITaeTcst OKJIeBeTaTh MEHS».

['BEHI0/IMH MTPUIILY pUIIACh, TSI Ha HETO.

«To ecTb Thl TOBOPUIIIL MHE, YTO HE XOIWJI B TOT OOpAEb7»

Top komnebdacs, He 3Hasi, YTO CKa3aTh.
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«51 xomui. §1 momen Tyaa ¢ pedsTamu».

«Tbl TOBOPHILIb, YTO HE 3aXOWJI B KOMHATY C KaKOW-TO HE3HAKOMOM JKEHILIMHOW 7>

Top npUCTBIKEHHO OMYCTUJI I71a3a, MOAOHpasi CJIOBa.

«IIpennonarato, 4TO 3aX00MUJ, HO...»

«Hukakux Ho, — npepBasia ero I BeH10MMH. — 3HAaUUT, ThI IPU3HAEIIb 3TO. Thl MHE OTBpaTHUTE-
neH. $1 GoJbIlie He X094y UMETh C TOOOW HIUYEro OOITIero».

I'opeus notepu Ha e€ jmiie cMeHWIach ipocThio. OHa nepecTasia rakarb. Ternepb OHa Ka3anach
criokoiiHO#. ['BeH noponuia k Topy odeHb OTM3KO U CKa3ana:

«51 Gompllle HUKOTA HEe X04y BHUETh TBoe Juio. Hukorna. Tel MeHs noHsu1? He 3Hato, 0 yem
s AyMaJia, poBojs ¢ ToOoi Bpemsi. Most MaTh Obuia 1paBa. Thl BCETo JIUIIb MPOCTOMOANH. Thl MEHS
HEJJOCTOMH».

Cnosa I'Bergonun panwim Topa o riyounsl aynm. OHa OyaTo yaapuia ero HOXKOM.

Top ormmycTri ee 3amsACTbe U CAEJIAT HECKOJIBKO I1aroB Haszaja. Bo3MOXHO, AJIBTOH BCE-Taku
ObLT TIpaB. MoXkeT ObITh, OH JUIsI Hee — JIMIIb OYepeJHasT UTPYIIKA.

He ckasas Hu cioBa, Top pazBepHysics U nowes poys ot Hee. KpoH nocnemi 3a HuM. Briep-
BBIE C TeX MOp, Kak Top ciofa mprobLI, OH 3aAyMaJcsl, CTOUT JIA €My 3[eCh OCTaBaThCsI.
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I'naBa ceabmasn

Cros Ha Kpato ckajibl, [ BeHAoIMH cMoTpena, Kak ygansercsa Baaau ¢gurypa Topa. Ee cepaue
paspbiBasiock oT 6osi. CHauasia ee otetl, Terepb Top. TOT eHb ObUT HE TIOXO% HU Ha OJIVH JAPYrou. Y
I'BeH He ObLIO CJIOB, UTOOBI OMKCATH TO HEMTOCTHKUMOE TOpe, KOTOPOE Pa3phIBAJIO €€ Ha YaCTH, CTOUJIO
el mogymarh 0 cMepTH oTia. OH yMep OT pyKH Kakoro-To youiipl. Ero otHsim y ['BeH B MrHOBeHUe
OKa. ITO MpocTo HecnpaBeIMBo. 11 He€ oTell ObUT Kak JIyd CBeTa, a KAKOR-TO HE3HAKOMeEll IIPOCTO
B3s1J1 ¥ TIOTacHJI ero HaBCera.

Koraa I'BeHI0MMH NOMTyYMIa 3TO U3BECTHE, OHA M caMa XoTelia yMepeTh. [Ipoiiiast Houb Oblia
CJIOBHO OITMH OECKOHEYHBIW KOIIMAap, a CETONHSAIIHEe YTPO CTAlIo ero KyibMuHanuen. Korma teno
OTIIa OITYCTHJIM B 3eMJTIO, €l XOTEJIOCh IPBITHYTh 32 HUM M OOJIbIIIC HUKOT/IA HEe BO3BPAIAThCS.

[Tpobupasicy ckBo3b TOMIY, I'BeH aymana o ToM, 4ToObl cOpOCUThCs ¢ Kpasi ckanbl. Ho Tyt
nossuiica Top.

Korpa ona yBuzena ero, KakMM-TO HEMOCTHKMMBIM OOPa30M OHA YCIIOKOMJIACh, U €i CTasio
nerye. Top OTBiIEK ee OT MbIC/Iel 00 OTIIE, HO C IPYTOi CTOPOHBI, CTAJIO TOJIBKO XYyXKe.

I'BeHponvH Bce elne 3imaach Ha HETO, 3JI0CTh BCE ellle CKMrajia ee 3a TO, UYTO OH BBICTABHJI
ee Ha MocMelluine B Toi ucropuu ¢ 6opaeneM. OHa pUCKHYJA COMU3UTHCS C MPOCTOMIOAUHOM, a
OH JIOKa3aJl, YTO Bce ObUIM MPaBbl OTHOCUTEJIBHO ee Oe3paccyncTBa. Bkimouas ee Math. ['BeH ObUIO
CTBHITHO, KaK HUKOIIA.

A Tenepb OH NOSABWICA 3[€Ch B HAJIEK/IE BCE UCIIPABUTh, XOTS CaM MPU3HAJICSA B TOM, YTO OH
ObLT TaM, ¢ TOU keHIIuHOM. [Ipy 0MHOM MbICIK 00 3TOM €l CTao AypHO.

HaGmionas 3a tem, kak Top ¢ KpoHom cryckanuch BHU3 O Tpore, yAassisch OT cKajbl, [ BeH
BCE K€ WCTBITHIBAJIA YYBCTBO TOCKU M OTYastHUsA. Ka3anock, Xyke ObITh yKe HE MOXKET.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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