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AHHOTaAMSA

Benokypass Ansenopa Hopron u peikeBonocas bpurumma ['us
3HAIOT JIPYT JOpyra ¢ KOJBIOEIW W CUUTAOT ceOsl MOYTH CECTPaAMH.
Bpuruna — ckpomHas JeByIlKa W MOCIYIIHA Bojie cBoero orma. Ee
cyapOa — BBIITH 3aMyXK 3a TOrO, Ha KOro el ykasanu. B kpacasuie
AJbeHope, 10Yepy KOPOJEBCKOTO COBETHHKA, )KUBET YECTONIOOUE U
kaxja Biaactd. Korga Becth o pasBoge kopons ['eHpuxa BocbMoro
¢ KoponeBoil EkarepuHOll mocturaer OENOKYpOH KpacaBuIlbl, OHA
Jenaet Bce, 4ToObl monacTb B JIOHAOH M cTaTh (hpeiyIMHON HOBOM
KoposieBl AHHBI Boneiin.[leficTBue KHUTU MPOUCXOAUT B AHIJINU,
nepuosaa npaesieHuss ['enpruxa BocbMoro, a MMEHHO B MEPHOJ €ro
paszBona ¢ ExarepuHoi AparoHcKoi U skeHUThObI Ha AHHe Boserin.
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I'maBa 1

Jlemo, 1526 200

Menkass Mopoch, 3acTaBllasi AEBYLIEK B LBETOYHOM IOJE,
BCKOpE IpeBpaTuiach B MPOJUBHOM JMBEHb, U UX JJMHHBIE, U
6€3 TOro TsKeJIble JIETHUE TUIaThsl IPOMOKJIM HACKBO3b. MOKpbIe
HOJI0JIBl OTSIKEJIENM U JIMILUIA K HoraMm, Melasi 6exarb K 3aMKy,
B TIOMCKax yOeKHIIa.

— Moii veneu! — Bapyr ycislnana AjbeHOpa 1o3aau ceoOsl.
Bricokast u JUIMHHOHOTas1, OHA yXke ycresa NepenpbhirHyTh K-
POKYIO JIyKY, YCHEBIIyI0 00pa30oBaThcsl Ha MoJie, HO Oe3 Koseba-
HUI BEpHYJIACh K CBOEM MOApYTe.

Bpuruaa Bce erie HaXoAWIACh Ha APYroM KOHIIE 3TOM caMOu
JIy>K¥ U, CKJIOHUBILIUCh TaK HA3KO, KaK 3TO JIEJIAl0T CIIYyTH €€ OTIIa,
IIPUHUMAS €T0 NPUKa3bl, BOAWJIA PyKaMM [0 MOKPOU 3eMJIE.

— Yro Tam? bpurnna, nocnemu! — KpukHyJia AJIb€HOpa, HO,
He ’KeJlasi BHOBb IIEPENPBIrMBaTh JIyKy, OCTaJlach Ha MECTe.

— Moii venterr! OH ynas ¢ Moeii rojioBbl! — ¢ 6eCIIOKOICTBOM
B T'0JI0CE I'POMKO OTBeTWJIa Bpuruaa.

— Ynan, Hy u Bor ¢ HuM! — nornsITanack MoAOOAPUTH TOIPYTY
AJbeHopa.

— Ho 310 Moit mo6umsiid. .. [Togapok Matepu Ha MsATHAALIATH-
Jerue! — bpuruga HU Ha MUAT HE OCTaHABJIMBAJla CBOM IIOMCKH,
HO pe3yJIbTaTa OHU HE IIPUHOCUIIH.

— MBI nouiiem ero 3aBTpa, odermain! — AJIbeHOPOU OBJIAIENIO



HETepIIeHUEe: OHA pOoXKaja OT X0JIO[a, a €€ MOKPOE IUIaThe MpU-
HOCHWJIO €/ YyBCTBO OMEP3CHHUS.

— Ho on ucnoprurcsa! bapxar! Kemuyxunst! Bece! — ensa He
iaya, ¢ oTyasiHueM KpukHyjaa bpuruaa. OHa 6pocuia moucku,
pa30rHyJia ClIMHY Y BCIUIECHYJIA PyKaMHu.

— Xyxe yxe He Oynet! YBepeHa: TBOH uerer] ycren Tak mpo-
MOKHYTb, YTO UCKaTh €ro celyac B 3TOU Ipsi3u, MO/ STUM JIUB-
HEeM HeT HHMKaKOW HaJoOHOcTH! — Becesio, He K MecCTy, cKa3aia
Anbenopa. — Ho s oberaro, 4To 3aBTpa Mbl BEpHEMCS Y HaliieM
ero BMecte! A ceifuac 6exum B 3amok! [oxanyiicra! 1 ymupato
ot xosozaa!

— Obemaenns? — nepecnpocuia bpuruna, v Ha ee JuIie 3ach-
sila cyacTIvBas yieloka: ax, AnseHopa! Eil Bcerna ynaercs Haii-
TH HY’KHBIE CJIOBa!

— O6emaro! [/la 3a6epet ['ocrions Moo AyIiy, eciv 51 He BbI-
MIOJIHIO CBOE oO0eraHue!

OobonpenHast ogpyro, bpuruia OTKMHYIa ¢ MOKPOTO JIU-
1[a CBOM JUIMHHbIE MOKPbI€ BOJIOCHI, TPUIIOAHSIIA TTOJOJ TUIAThs,
cliesiaia mar Brepes v, BAPYT MOCKOJIb3HYBIIMCH HA KOMKE JIUIT-
KOM IpsA3U, C TAXMM KPUKOM yAMBIIEHH, yraja JuiuoM BHU3. Ko-
I1a OHA IMOCIIEIIHO MOIHSJIACh Ha HOTH, €€ MOJpyra BeCceso pac-
CMEsIaCh.

— AX, mos goporas! Thl cTasa moxoxa Ha CaMyl0 HACTOSIIYIO
KPECTbSIHKY | — BOCKJIMKHYJIa AJIbeHOpa U BHOBb PaCXOXOTAJIaCh.
Ona nmoHMMasa, 9To Moapyre ObLT HEMPUSITEH ITOT ee CMeX, HO
HMYEro He MOrJia ¢ cOOOM MOJeNaTh: CMEX pa3pbIBall €€ JIeTKHe.



Bbennas Bpuruna! Ee numiio ObUT0 BBIMa3aHO B JKUKOM 3eMJle,
a MOYTH HOBOE IUIAThE BBIIVISIENO TaK, CJIOBHO HA HETO BBUIMJIA
HECKOJIBKO Bejiep KOPOBLETO HaBo3a. BOJOCHI IEBYIIIKY ObLIN 13-
Ma3aHbl I'PA3bIO, JIAJJOHU U HOI'TU — YepHbl. OHa BHIMVIsAIEIA TaK
IUIAYEBHO, YTO, TIPOE3Kal PSAIOM ee OTell, OH He Y3HaI Obl poji-
HYIO J10Yb.

— IIpocru... Ilpoctu! — AnbeHope Bce ke ynajaoch YHATh
CBOW CM€EX U, JINXO, KaK MOJIOJION OJIEHb, IEPETIPBITHYB JIYKY, Je-
BYIIIKA MOCHEINIa Ha IOMOILb ofpyre. Bripouem, ee crapanus
HE YBEHYAJIMCh YCIIEXOM: JIMIIO BpUruasl octaBaaoch 4YepHbIM, a
TJ1aThe TPS3HBIM.

— Kakas g "enoBkas... Mareps boxbps, 4To ckaxer MaryIu-
Ka, KOTJla YBUAUT MEHsI B TaKoM Bue? — 3anpuunrana bpuruaa,
HO TOTYaC MpBICHYJIAa OT cMexa: — OHa ckaszasa, 4To CerofHs B
3amMoK npueaer Busnbsam Toiopu! OH Oyaet npocuTh Moelt pyku!
[Ipencrass ero ria3a, Koraa s BOUgy B 3ai!

— OH He yBuUT TeOs, rynbimka! Mbl ipoBesiemM 1ebs yepes
KyXHIO! — pelIMTeNIbHO 3asBWIa AJIbeHOpA U B3sJ1a TPA3HYIO J1a-
JIOHB TIOJIPYTHY B CBOIO, HE Ope3rys €10, HO KeJas MOKa3aTh CBOIO
CECTPUHCKYIO JTI000Bb. — beskum!

— bexum! — oTkIMKHYMAack Ha 310 bpuruaa, Kpenko cxas Ja-
JOHb AJILEHOPBI.

JleByIlIKM MYCTWINUCh CTPEMIJIAB, CJIOBHO ObLUTU HE MOJIO/IbI-
MU MHCC, a Tapoil KocyJib. OHU JIOBKO MEPENPBHITHYIIN JTYKY, 10-
Opasch 10 HEOOJIBIIIOTO Jieca, OKPYXKAIOIIEro 3aMOK CeMeNCTBa
HopToH, Bi1aenbiieM KOTOpOro sBIIsijIcs oTel AJIbeHOPBI, COBET-



HUK KopoJs Ixeiiko0 HoproH, 1 co cMexoM OpOCHITUCH K Yep-
HOMY BBIXO/Y, BEeIylIieMy Ha OOJIBIIYIO KYXHIO.

— Marepp boxbs! Mucc bpuruaa, 310 Bel? — axHy/1a OjHa U3
CJIy’KaHOK, HApE3aIolllasi HA TOHKHE KYCKU MSICO )KapEHOTO HEX-
HOT'O TIOPOCEHKA.

— 4 ynasia Ha 3eMuTI0 ! — Becesio KpUKHYJIa €M IeBYyIIKa. — ToJTb-
KO HE rOBOpM Maryuike!

— Baia maryika noBciofy Bac MeT! — HeJOBOJIbHO OTO3Ba-
nach ciyxaHka. Kak u Bcsl mpuciyra 3aMka, OHa OTHOCHIIACh K
NoZIpyTe AOYEPH CBOMX XO35€B, KaK K COOCTBEHHOM CECTpe, KO-
HEYHO, IOMHS O TOM, YTO Ta OblIa HAMHOTO BBIIIE UX MO TOJIO-
KeHMI0. — A Bac, MUCC AJIbeHOpa, UINET Ball oTell! — qobaBuia
OHA Y HalpaBWJa KOHUYMK CBOETO IJIMHHOTO MIMPOKOTO HOXA Ha
JBEPb, BEIYLIYI0 BOH U3 KyXHU. — MauTe-Ka orciona, oka OHU
He 3aMeTuu Bac 31ech! Jla eie v B TakoM Buze!

— Ve yxonum! He cepauch Thl Tak! — paccMesiiach AJbeHO-
pa u, MoTsIHYB 3a coOo¥ bpuruy, HanpaBuiIack K HU3KOM Aepe-
BSIHHOU JIBepH, BeyIlei Ha JIECTHUILY IJIsl IPUCITYTH, CKPBITYIO
OT IJIa3 X0351€B U T'OCTEN.

— Ham HyXHO ObITh TUXMMHU, KaK MBIIIKHK! — IeNHYyIa AJbe-
HOpa TOJpyTe, Koraa Te ObICTPhIM IIaroM MOAHUMAJIUCH TI0 Ka-
MEHHOH JIECTHHIIE, KOTOpasi MaxJja CBhIPOCThIO, a Koe-rae ObLia
HOKPBITa MXOM. — TeOst Hy’KHO BBIKYIIaTh B TEIUION BOJIE C TpaBa-
MHU. .. A Matbe, yBbl, IpuaeTcs BBIKUHYTh! Ho He nevanbces: ec-
1 Bunbsim Thiopu, 3TOT KpacaBell, TIOIPOCUT TBOEH pyKH, TeOe
COUIBIOT AIOKUHY ... HeT, ABe mioxkuHbl HOBBIX MiatheB! U ykpa-



mreHust! VIX Kynsr s 1e0si, camble KpacuBbIE, CaMble. . .

— AubeHopa! — BOpPYr pas3fancs KEHCKHU ToJoC OTKYAA-TO
CBEPXY. DTOT T'OJIOC, IXOM OTJAIOLIMUICS OT KPENKUX KaMEHHbIX
CTEH JI0BOJILHO Y3KOM JIECTHMIIbI, TPUHAJIEKAT MATEPU JEBYIII-
ku, jeau Ppanyecke HoproH.

— Marymka! — axHyna AnbeHopa U, puxas bpuruny k cre-
He, TpolenTaia ei Ha yxo: — 9 noway mepBoii! Henb3st, 4ToObI
Most MaTh yBujesna Teds1! OHa Tak [IEHUT YUCTOTY, YTO YHajeT B
0OMOPOK TTpU BUJIEe TAKOW KPACABUIIBI, KaK Thi!

— Xopowo, g1 nogoxnay 3aecs! Tonpko npoity, HaUIUM MOIO
MaTh U MIOMPOCH €€ MOATOTOBUTD 151 MEHSI JIOXaHb C TEIJION BO-
nou! Ortell He AOJIKEH y3HATh O TOM, YTO $1 MOSIBUJIACH B 3aMKe
yepHasi, Kak crapast 0e3qoMHast OpojsikKa! — efjBa CJIBIIITHO OT-
Betwia bpurnaa.

— A tak u cnenawo! [ocroii moka 3aech! — AjlbeHOpa OTITYCTH-
JIa JJaIOHb MOJPYTY, IPUIIOAHIA MOKPbIH MOA0J CBOETO ILIaThs
Y TOPOILUTMBO MOJHSJIACH K OXKUJAIONIeN ee MaTepu. — Maryika,
He rHeBanTech! He Mo BMHA B TOM, YTO MOIIEN JOXK/Ib!

— Huta Moe, Tebe HyX HO TiepeosieThes ... Hac moceTnm Tv-
TyJoBaHHbIe rocTu! Takoe ciydaercs Jviib pa3 B XKU3HU, U S
HE TI03BOJTIO TeOe UCIIOPTUTh 3TOT MOMEHT. .. — TOBOPHJIA BO3MY-
nieHHas jenu HoproH, HO BCKOpe ee rosioc ucues 3a ABEPhI0, U
nocieaHue cioBa bpuruae pazoOpath He ynaaoch.

«l'octu! A MHe Tak MOCYaCTIIMBUJIOCH YIIACTh B IPsA3b!» — C Ha-
CMEIIKOW HaJl co00i yabIOHyIach aeBynika. OHa BHOBb OKMHY-
JIa B3TJISZIOM CBOM TUIAThE M PYKH, TITyOOKO B3JJOXHYJIA, CMUPEH-



HO NPUHSAB CBOE HEJIOBKOE IOJIOKEHUE, M, HEMHOTO ITOJOXAAB,
MEJIEHHO HarpaBwiach BBepxX. OHaKo, HE IIPEONOJIEB U TPEX
CTyNEHEK, bpuruaa ycisliana, Kak HaBEpXy OTKPbLIACh U TPOM-
KO yJapwiach O CTEHY Ta caMas IBEpb, 32 KOTOPOU €lle HeJaB-
HO CKPBUIACh AJIbEHOPA U €€ MaTh, U JIECTHULLY BAPYT HATIOJIHUII
I'POMKUM, HAITOJTHEHHBI HEJOBOJILCTBOM MYKCKOM I'OJIOC.

— A Tenepb nociymay, EkareprHa: Mbl OCTaHEMCS 3/1€Ch TaK
J0JITO, KaK MHE TOro 3axouercs! 5 He xkenaio exarb BEPXOM 1071
nposiiBHBIM J10k71eM! Ho Thl, eciii Tak Toponuiiibes B JIOHAOH,
MOXellb exaTh 6e3 MeHs1! — DTOT rojoc ObLT MOXOX HA packKar
rpoma, ¥ bpuruga HEBOJILHO MpUXkajach K BIaXKHOM XOJIOJHOU
CTEHE.

[Mo cniuze neBymKM MpoOekaau Mypalllky CTpaxa: Tak HaIy-
rajl €€ 9TOT CUJIbHBIY BJIACTHBIM I'OJIOC.

— Bol mpaBsl, Moy toporoui cynpyr. IIporynku non goxaem —
He JIy4lllee U3 yA0BOJIbCTBUM. — [locblmanca MATKUiA AKEeHCKUNA
rosoc. — 51 6yny paza cOCTaBUTh BaM KOMITAHUIO B TOM YIOTHOM
Y TAaKOM ’)KMBOIIMCHOM Kpato. Hama jous nonmer Haie oroszaa-
HUe 1, KOHEYHO, He OyJIeT AepkaTh Ha Hac OOMTY.

— 51 pan, 4TO THI HAXOQUILIL 3TO MECTO KUBOIUCHBIM, — IIAPU-
POBaJI MYKCKOH I'0JIOC, U B 3TOT Pa3 B HEM 4yBCTBOBAJICS XOJIO/.

— Korga BHOBb BBIMIET COJIHIIE, MOW JIOPOTOW CYIIPYT, MbI
CMOEM COBEpPIIUTH MPOTYJIKY MO OKpecTHOCTAM. Eciu Bb TOro
HoXxesiaeTe, Mbl BO3bMEM ¢ co00i Mucc AHHY BoneitH u mucc
M>spu Kappu. — JKeHckuil rosioc octaBajcs BCe TAKUM Ke MSIT-
KMM M TEIUIBIM, U 3TOT KOHTPACT HACTOJIBKO yauBWI bpuruny,



YTO OHA HEBOJIBHO MPUJIOKUJIA JIAZOHB K TPYIU M aXHYJIa OT O0JH
32 HE3HAKOMKY.

JleByIiIKe MoKasasaock, 4yTo ee B3[0X He ObUT 3aMeveH, HO CTe-
HBI, [IOBTOPUBLLUE €0 TUXUM 3XOM, IIPEAAJIH €€.

— 91, ol TaM! Cioga! Kuso! Ito ente yro? IInnoHs! B 3aM-
ke HopToHOB? — BApYT yCiIbplIaia JeByILKa TOJTHBIM THEBA MY K-
CKOH roJioc, 1, oOJieHeB, HU K1Ba, HU MEPTBA, OHA MOCTIEIINIIa
OTBETUTD.

— 4 He mmmoHw, c3p! A mpocro nogHUMAaNIAChk MO JIECTHU-
ne! — nmuckHyaa bpuruna, Mossich B Ayine, 9ToObI eid pa3perin-
JIM OCTaThCS HA MeCTe, BeJJb OHa OOsIaCh BCTPETUTH 00JIagaTest
39TOrO CTPALIHOIO rojI0ca U TOTo, YTO OH CKAXKET M.

— 4 ckazai, cioga!

— Wny, cap!

Ha rna3a bpuruael HaBepHyMch crie3bl. OHa NOJHUMAJIACH I10
JIECTHUIIE, [TOYTH HE [BIIIA, U CMAXUBaja CO CBOUX ILEK 3Ty CO-
JIEHYIO BJIary, KOTOpasi He TOJIBKO HE CMBIBAJIa C HUX I'PA3b, HO
pa3MasbiBasIa ee ere OoJbIIe.

Bckope, aposka oT cTpaxa M He cMesl B3NJISIHYTh Ha CTOSIIIIMX
niepell HeM JIeiu U ee cyrpyra, bpuruga ocraHoBUIach nepen
HEW3BECTHBIMU €i TOCTSIMU M OMYCTUJIACh TIepel] HUMHU B TIIy0o-
KOM peBepaHce.

JlecTHuIly TOTYAC 3amOMHUI TPOMKHUM TITYOOKMH MYKCKON
CMEX.

— Tak BoT 3Ta NTHYKa, KOTOpast IMIMMOHWIA 3a HaMu! — oOpa-
TWJICS MY)KYMHA K CBOEH cympyre, a 3ateM Opocun bpuruze: —



Bbl HEBaXXHO BBHIIVISIIUTE, MOJIOZAS] MUCC.

— bnaronapio Bac, cap, — NOCHEIIHO CKa3aia AeBYIIKA, U JIUIIb
TIOTOM TIOHSIJIa, UTO Ciejiajia OIMOKY: MyKUUHA PACCMESIICS ellle
rpoMue.

— Hy 4ro0 BbI, MHCC, 3TO IBHO HE MO#A 3acayra! — CKBO3b CMeEX,
CKasaJl OH.

— IIpocTuTe MHE MO0 TJIYIOCTh, CIp! — *Kejasi UCUE3HYTh,
pacTBOPUTHCS B BO3[yXe, BOCKJIMKHYJA AeBylIKa. Eil crano Tak
CTBIJTHO 3a CBOE IJTyIOe MOBeJIeHUe U OECTaKTHBIE CJIOBA, UTO, HE
Oy/Ib ee JIIIO TIOKPBITO I'PsA3BI0, TOCTU 3aMKa YBUJIEIIH ObI €0 Ta-
KMM KPacHbIM, KaKMM MOXHO YBUJIETh Criejioe sI0JI0K0, BOOpaB-
1iee B ce0sl Teruible COJTHEYHbIE JTyUu.

— Jloporasi Mucc, 4To k€ C BaMU MPUKJIIOYUIIOCH? — CIIPOCUIa
keHIuHA. Ee royoc mpo3ByYat JJaCKOBO, CJIOBHO €l ObLIO KaJjb
3Ty OETHYIO0 3aMapalliky, CTOSIIYIO Iepe] Hell.

— I Obl1a B IBETOYHOM MOJIE, MOsI Jieau. .. [loien CHubHbIIA
JOXb, W s IOOEKaJla B 3aMOK, HO TIO JIOpOTe TMOCKOJIB3HY/IACh
Y yhaja JIMIOM B IpsA3b, — TUXO npomosiBwia bpurnpa. OHa
HE CMeJia TOJHUMATh Ha JIMIAa HE3HAKOMIIEB B3IJISI] M CMOTpeJia
JIMILIb HA UTMHHBIY ITOJI0J1 PACIIMTOTO 30JI0THIMU HUTSMU CUHETO
TUIaThsl )KEHILUHBI U BHICOKHAE OXOTHUYBU CATIOT MYKUMHBI.

— Bort oHO uto! 3HauuT, BB He TIpuUciIyra? — yxe Oolee Crio-
KOMHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHJI MYKUMHA.

— Her, cap. 4 nous...

— He Baxno. Miute B CBOIO KOMHATY M TIpUBEAUTE CeOs1 B TO-
PANOK! — BJIACTHO NMpHMKa3al He3HakoMmell. — Mnnre xe!



— Cuo xe MuHyTy, c3p! — bpurnnaa BelnpsMuIa Horu v, HA3-
KO OITyCTHB TOJIOBY, OBICTPO 0OOIILIA HE3HAKOMIIEB, OTKPbLJIA TSI~
KEJTyI0 JIEPEBSHHYIO JIBEpbh W BBIIUIA B IIMPOKUU Kopuaop. Ee
IIEKU TOpesu OT CThIJIa, M OHA KopuJjia ceOs 3a TO, YTO He CMOIJIa
MIPOMOJTYATh U BbIJIaJIa CBOE MPUCYTCTBHE.

Yro onn nogymamm o Her? Yro oHa mmmoHka? Yro oHa Ha-
POYHO CIIpATANIACh HA JIECTHUIIE, YTOOBI OACTYIATh uX? A 4TO,
ecau 00 TOM YCIIBIIINT ee cTporuid oten]? Miu, urto emie xyxe,
Moronou kpacasell Bunbsm Teiopu? Ona Oyger MomvaTh M Ha-
JEeSATbCS Ha TO, YTO JIEU U €€ CYNPYT HUKOI/A HE Y3HAIOT B 3TOU
I'PA3HON HEYKJIIOKEH JIEBUOHKE JOUb onajibHOoro Puyapna T'uza,
KOTOPBIH 1 6€3 TOro HaXOAUTCS] B HEMUJIOCTH Y KOPOJISL.

Korpa bpurnaa HakoHeI-To 3anuia B CBOM MOKOM, TAE, Kak
0Ka3aJIoCh, XKJajla ee MaTh, MIEPBbIM, YTO OHA YCJIBIIAIA, OBLIO
CJIOBA O TOM, YTO OHA IUIOXas J04Yb, YTO CBOMM BHJOM OHa MO-
30pUT UMsI CBOEU CEMbBU U, €CIIU MOSIBUTCS NEPE]] MATEPBIO B Ta-
KOM BHJIE ellle pa3, MycTh MeHsieT Ha cedst! MoHaCThIPh CMOXET
MIEPEBOCIIATATD 3Ty HETOIHHUILY !

MsrkocepyiedHasi JeByIIKa CyIaia yIpeKu U OOUIHBIE CJIO-
Ba MaTepu MOJI4a, CKJIOHUB mepell Hel rosoBy. OHa He ckaszasa
HU CJIOBA B CBOIO 3allIMTY: pa3Be 3TO XOTb KOrJa-TO MOMOrajio?
CKOJIBKO pa3 OHa yke ciipllnana 3Ty cinoBa? Ee MaTb, BCObUIbYU-
Bas W ropaasl JajbHsisl POJCTBEHHUIA HbIHE YCOIIIEH aHIJIAW-
ckorl koposieBbl EnmzaBeTsl ByaBuini, kjana oT eqUHCTBEHHON
JOYEpH, U4TO Ta BO3BBICUT UMS1 UX CEMbU U BEPHET UM KOPOJIEB-
CKYI0O MWJIOCTb, KOTOPOM JIMIIIAJI X KOPOJIb N3-3a HEJIOBKOM IIIyT-



KM OTIIa CEMEMCTBa O IIENKON KOPOJEBCKOU (paBOpUTKEe AHHE
Bonenn.

35onaMsATHOW MUCC BoselH cTonIo JuIib ¢ TIeYaJbHbIM BU-
JIOM OOpPOHUTH KOPOJIO Mapy CJIOB 0 ToMm, uto Puuapa '3 no-
CMeslICSl HaJl Het, U TOT 6e3 0ObSCHEHUI OTOCIIAJI BEPHOTO CITYTY
CO JIBOpA U JIWIIIWJI €r0 BCeX 3BaHUM U TUTYNA OapoHeta. U yxe
JIBa TOJa Kak ceMeicTBO ['M3 HaXoauyIoch B onaje, 0e3 NMeHH,
6e3 0CcOOBIX CPE/ICTB K CYIIECTBOBAHUIO M C OTPOMHOU 0OMA0M Ha
Anny boneiin. Opgnako bpuruaa He cunrana AHHY BUHOBHOM B
MAJICHUN WX CEMBH: OTITy CJIEIOBAJIO OBITh CKPOMHBIM U JIEPKaTh
SI3BIK 32 3y0amM... DTO M3-3a €ro HEyMEeCTHOM OCTPOTHI IyTh B
KOPOJIEBCKUI ABOPEL] ObLT /151 HEE 3aKPhIT, YEMY, Ha y/IMBJIEHUE,
JeByIIKa OblIa paja, Bedb OHA TaK JIIOOUIA CBOI0 MUJTYIO YYTHYIO
[J1yIllb, OTIIOBCKMI 3aMOK U 3arax [BETOYHbBIX MOJIEH, OKPYKalo-
AN ero.

Her, bpurunia Hukorna He xenana crath ¢ppeiinion Ee Be-
JIMYECTBA KOPOJieBbl EKaTepuHbl, HUKOTIa He CTpemMmiach oOpa-
TUTh HA ceOsl BHUMaHUE KOPOJISl U HaJesylach, YTO BCKOpPE CTa-
HET CyIpyror MOJIOJOr0 TEMHOBOJIOCOTO KpacaBiia Buibsma, B
KOTOpOro OHa OblIa BIIIOOJIEHA C TeX CaMbIX IMOp, KaK yBUjENa
€ro Ha OJIHOM U3 TPA3JJHECTB, YCTPAUBAEMbBIX OTIIOM AJIbEHOPHI,
nopaom Hopronom. K cuacteio, HecMOTpst Ha TO uTO UMst [ M30B
ObLIO BTOMTAHO B IPsi3b, JJopA HOpTOH He OTBEpHYJICA OT CTapo-
ro apyra Puuapna, nosromy bpuruna npoBoania Heenu v aa-
e MECSIIB BMECTe CO CBOEU MOAPYroil AJbeHOpOr B OOJIBIIIOM
CTapyuHHOM 3aMKe HOpTOHOB, M3BECTHOM CBOEW POCKOIIIBIO.



Iloka negu '3 oTunTHIBAJIa JOYb, B TIOKOW HECJIBIIITHO 3aIllel
Puyapn I'us. YBuges bpuruay, noxoxyo Ha CBUHOIIACKY, OH HU-
Yero He CKa3aJl, HO OKMHYJI €€ PE3PUTEIbHBIM XOJIOAHBIM B3IJIs1-
JIOM 1 00paTHIICSl K CBOEH CyIpyre:

— Kt0 Buien ee Takoul ypoauHou ?

— He 3naro, Mo oporot cymnpyr... § elie He ycrena cipo-
CHUTb ee 00 3TOM, — U3BUHSIOIIMMCS] TOHOM OTBETHJIa €My Ta U,
BHOBb B3IVIAHYB Ha IPOBUHMBIIYIOCS [10Yb, CTPOTMM T'0OJIOCOM
cnipocuna: — Kro Bunen te6s? [Mpusnasaiics! Cyru?

— a, marymka. Ciayru Ha KyxHe, — €/1Ba CJIBIIIHO OTBETHUJIA
Bpuruaa. [Ipuxon oTiia HaIyra ee: OH HUKOT/Ia He ObLT TaK MHO-
T'OCJIOBEH, KaK MaTyIIKa, HO MIMEHHO OH BBEPIaJl €€ B YKaC CBOUM
JIeSTHBIM B3TJISJIOM U PEIKUMU, HO TAKUMU OOUIHBIMU KOJIKO-
cramu. Cap Pruapn ymeno aepikan cBOMX JOMOYAILEB B CTPAXe,
Y JIaXe ero Cyrpyra, Ta 3Haiomas ceOe 1ieHy KeHIIMHA, modau-
BaJIaCh €r0 T'HEBA.

— K10 eme? — monbIThiBaJIack MaTh. Ee rojioc HU Ha MUT He
TEepsAJI CBOEN CTPOTOCTH.

— AnbeHopa... OHa ObUla CO MHOM Ha MoJje, KOrga Havaucs
JIMBeHb. — [IeByIlIKa CIJIOTHY/IA U, HE CMes B3MISIHYTh Ha OTLA U
Matb, poOKO cripocuiia: — Mory Jiv s MOMPOCUTh Bac, MaTyIIIKa,
IIPUKa3aTh MPUHECTH TEIUIOU BOMBI?

— Terutont Boaibl? VI B XOIOIHOM UCKYTIAENIbCsI ! — HACMEIIMBO
yeMexHysics c3p Puuapa. — U rie Tl Tak n13Masasace, MajieHbKas
3amapaiika?

— 4 ynana B rpsasb, orell. .. bbuio 04eHb CKOJIB3KO. .. — HaYasa



obu10 bpurnna.

— Vnana. B crepytomuii pas, korja Oy/iens najiarhb, He 3a0yIb
Pa3OUTh CBOIO INIYIYIO IYCTYIO TOJIOBY, — CHOKOWHBIM TOHOM Tie-
pedut goub c3p Puuapa. — 1o miatbe 06011I0Ch MHE B 11e710e
COCTOSIHHE, a ThI UCTIOPTUJIA ero. [lake He MeuTai MOTyYuTh HO-
Boe! B 3aMKe Takue roctu, a OHa HUIsSeTcs MO MOJSM, Kak Ka-
Kasi-TO KpecThsiHKa!

— Co MHo¥ OblTa ANTbeHOPa, C3p... U 0 Tom, uTO mpudyayT
TOCTH, MBI He ClbIXxayu. — JleByinka nmpukycuia ry0y: oHa Bce-
I/1a ieJiajia Tak, KOorja u30 BCex CUJI cliepkuBaa ciesbl. [lnakatsb
IpY POIUTENSX €il ObUIO 3alpelleHo: OHa He pa3 Cliplaia oT
HUX, YTO €€ CJie3bl HUKOMY He HYKHbI, ¥ YTO OHU JIMIIIb BbI3bIBA-
0T B MIX CEp/Ilax OTBpAIllEHUE K Heul.

Bpurnaa Obl1a MOCIYIIHON M MPUJIEKHON J0YEphIo, HO CIP
Puyapn u ero cynpyra JIkeiiH Bcerqa HaXOOWIM B HEW YTO-TO
HeKas3ucToe, Bceraa oOHapyXKuBaiv B Hell u3bsaHbl. Cnasa Bory,
oHa ObLIa KpacuBa, TaK KPacuBa, YTO B TOM Kpalo ee Mpo3BaIn
«IInamenHon Po3oin», Ka3ajioch, OHa yHacieqoBala JiereHaap-
Hyl0 Kpacoty Enuzasersl Bynsuiii, HO 1 3T0 He cracaiio ee ot
HAacMeIlleK M IpyObIX 3aMe4YaHuil poAuTeNiel: K YeMy UM Takas
KpacuBasi I0Ub, €CJI OHU HE MOTYT YJIOXKUTH €€ B IIOCTETh KOPO-
JIs1 ¥ 9epe3 Hee A0OUThCs ObUIOro 60raTcTBa M BEPHYTH TO, UTO
OH y HUX OTOOpan?

— IIpuBeau ee B MOPSIIOK, ¥ ITYCTh HAJICHET JIydlllee CBOE IJIa-
The, — CKazaj c3p Puuapa cBoeil cympyre, qaxke HE yIOCTOWB
J04b B3MISIIOM. — M mommeBenmMBaiTech: KOpOJIb IOTKEH YBUIET



ee BO Bcel kpace! Beab KTO 3HaeT, BO3MOXKHO, OH BAPYT PEIINT
noexathb Jajbiine? 1ot ['eHpux Takoi Henpeackazyemsblii! — OH
TOPOTUTUBO IMTOKWHYJI IOKOH JI0YEPH, HE 3a0bIB TPOMKO XJIOITHYTh
JBEPBIO.

— Koponb? — Henonumatonie cripocuia bpuruaa, Bce xe noa-
HSB Ha MaTh B3IJISA.

— Hox b 3amun Tebe yimu? — CKpuBUiIa Juio jeau xeiH. —
Ha, xoponb 3aech! Co Bcent cBoeit ceutoit! OH 37€Ch, a Thl MO-
CMeJia SIBUThCS, TIOKpbITast psi3bio! Ymu 3170 KOpoBUid HaBO3?

— Bcero s rpssb, Marylka. . .

— Mbpu! — He gocyIas cjioBa JOYEPU, TPOMKO KPUKHYJIA Jie-
1 [lxerin. — Mapu! [la rae xoaur sta sieHTsiika?!

— 4 3pech, mos neau! — B mokon THXO, Kak MBIIlIb, OPKHYJIA
MOKUJIasl CITy’KaHKa, C CHUTbHBIMU TPyOBIMH, KaK Y MY KUUHBI PY-
KaMU, ¥ TIOKPBITHIM IJTYOOKUMH MOPIIMHAMM JIMIIOM.

— IIpunecu Boabl M OTMOM 3Ty CBUHBIO. [la noxkusee! — ciBu-
HYB OPOBH y MEPEHOCHIIbI, IpUKa3aia jeau [xeitH u yepe3 Mur
¥CcYe3J1a 3a IBEPhIO.



I'maBa 2

— Thl 1OKHA MONPUBETCTBOBATh X TaK, YTOOBI TOTOM OHU
pasmIAAey TBOE JUILO B ThiCAYax APyrux. ' oBopAr, ¢ Tex nop,
Kak KopoJib yBJIekcst AHHOM BoneiiH, oH u ero cymnpyra... Kak Obl
cKazaTb noMsArye. .. OH He IPUXOIUT B €€ CIIAJIBHIO yXKe JBa rozia
U BCE CBOE BpeMsl IIPOBOJUT CO CBOEW (PABOPUTKOM. .. — TPOM-
KMM IIENOTOM rosopwia jeau I'mibaa HoproH, nomoras cBoen
0€eJIOKypOH JI0uepy CMEHUTh MOKPOE HACKBO3b IJIaThe Ha BEJIH-
KOJIEITHOE, COBCEM HEJIaBHO CLIUTOE, YKPAILIEHHOE OJIbIMU JKEM-
qyKMHAMU TOTy0O€e IIEeJIKOBOE TUIaThe.

— 3arsgauTe KUpTI (Mogodue kopcera Toro BpemeHu. [Ipum.
ABTOpa) nortyxe, Marymka... Jla, BOT Tak, MO Tajus JOJKHA
OBbITh TOHKOH, KaK Tanusi 0aO0YKH, a rPy/ib BHICOKOH U HAJUTOM
HEeKTapoM, — Tepedusia AJbeHopa MaTh: B TO BpeMs, Kak JieJu
['mbaa Hapsokata ee Ui TOro, 9TOObl OHA CMOIUIA TIPUBIIEYb K
ceOe BHUMaHKE KOPOJIEBCKUX 0C00, IeBYIIIKA TIATEILHO pacye-
CblBaJIa MM POKUM JEPEBSIHHBIM IPEOHEM CBOU BJIAJKHBIE BOJIOCHI.
K cuacrbio, xapkuil OrOHb KAMUHA, Y KOTOPOI'O CTOSIM JaMbl,
CMOT HMCCYIIHTH OeJible KyApH AJLEHOPHI MOYTH TOTHOCTHIO. —
Ho BbI npaBel, Maryiika: o ToM, 4ro Ero BennuectBo yBieueH
neny AuHou boreiin, 3HaeT Bcst AHrus. .. JIa uto tam! Bea EB-
pomna! JIo;KHO ObITh, IJIEMSIHHUK KOPOJIEBHI PBET M MEYET, 3Has,
C KaKMM IpeHeOpekeHneM OTHOCHUTCS K Hell ee CyNpyT U ToJIo-



BHHA KOPOJIEBCKOTo J1BOpa!

— He Tonbko oH, HO 1 Bcsi McnaHus TyauT, Kak MYETUHBIIA
yneii! ['eHpux u paHbllie HE YIyCKal BO3MOXKHOCTH YJIOKHUTH B
CBOIO TIOCTEJTh IOHBIX KpacaBull, HO Bceraa Bo3Bpamaics kK Exa-
tepuHe. Ho ¢ AnHoit boneiin Bce no-apyromy. OHa oTpaBiisieT
€ro pa3yM YK€ HECKOJIBKO JIET, M ITO HecbixaHHO! OH HHUKOrIa
He JIepXKaJics 3a MO0 IJIaThsl OJHOM W TOM e IaMbl TaK JOJNTO.

— 3HAuUT, B 3TOM KEHIIUHE €CTh YTO-TO OCOOEHHOE, — ITy00-
KOMBICJIEHHO 3aKjouniia AjllbeHopa. — MHe HU Karuld He KaJlb
KOpOJIEBY: OHa ctapiie ['eHpuxa, K TOMy ke Tak U He ITPUHEeCa
eMy HacJIeJHUKA, a Bellb OH Tak HyXeH. HyxkeH He TOIbKO KOopo-
JII0, HO U Bcer AHImn!

— Turme, 1000Bb MOSI, IONPUIEPKH S3bIUOK! — IMMKHY/IA HA
J04b Jien HOPTOH U Tak CHJIbHO MOTSIHYJIA 32 ITHYPOBKY KUPTIIA,
YTO Ta JIaXke BBIJIOXHYJIA — TaK TYro OH ObLI 3aTsIHYT. — Ekatepuna
— BesiKas xeHmuHa! Ee ponutenn — M3abemna u ®epaunan!
Korna ona 6puta mononoi, ['enpux Obut 6€3 ymMa OT ee KpacoThl
U KEHWICS Ha HeW, HECMOTPsI HU Ha TMPEIOCTEPekREHUE CBOEH
CTpOroi 6aOyIIKK, HU Ha HEJIOBOJILCTBO JIBODA. . .

— Bubl camu ckazanu 310, MaTymika: «Korga ona Obl1a MoJo-
Joi»! — XUXUKHYJA JeBYIIKa, OTKJIabIBas OT cedsi rpedeHs u
pacnpanisisi CKJIaJK1 Ha TIO/I0JIe CBOEro OOraToro IuiaThs.

— Ho 151 HU pa3y He Bujena ee, Kak Thl MOXKEIIlb CMESAThCS HaJl
He? — HeJJOBOJILHO MpoBopuaa Jienu Hopton. — 4 yBuzena ee B
XOJIJIe | JIake TIOCMeJia CKa3aTh ey rapy CJIOB, M OHa TaK JIACKOBO
oTBeTW/Ia MHe... EkaTrepuHa Bce elle KpacuBa, a ee OCaHKa Tak



BEJIMYECTBEHHA, UTO ThI O€3 CJIOB IMOMMEIIb: Iepel TOOOH CTOUT
koponeBa Aariuu. OHa JiioOrMa HapoaIoM, Kak  ee 109b Mapu.
W, 3anmomHu Mou cioBa, goporast Mosi: AHHa BoseliH He BbIuT-
paet O6uTBy 3a ceprue ['enprxa. OH BepHeTCsl B CHAJIBHIO CBOEH
3aKOHHOM CYIIPYTY M 3aUHET C HEll ChIHa.

— A 4rt0 craHeT ¢ AHHOM? — paBHOIYIIIHO CIPOCHJIA AJIbEHO-
pa.

— [lonsATHOE NI€I10, €€ OTOLLTIOT AOMOW, UJIH, UYTO €IIe XYKE,
MIPOTOHSIT CO IBOPA U MOKPOIOT €€ UMsI BEYHbIM IT030POM. .. AX,
MOs1 KpacaBuua 104b! Tl cusielib, Kak COJTHEYHBIA 3alYMK B
teMHOM KoMHare! — Jlequ HopToH npomuiack BOKpYr CBOeu J10-
4yepH U, B3sIB €€ TOHKUE HEeXKHbIE JIAJOHU B CBOU, JoOaBma: — Thl
3armuib Beex! [laxke Ty GecuectHyo (paBOpUTKY KOpOJIs!

— VBBl MaTyl1Ka, bpuruay Mae He 3aTMUTD, — HECKOJIBKO pas-
JpakeHHO Opocuia Ha 3T0 AJibeHopa.

Benokypasi, ¢ ronmyobiMu, Kak JieTHee HeOo I71a3aMu, AJbeHO-
pa Obula KpacaBuIlell W 3Haia IleHy cBoeil kpacore. M Bce xe
ee CKpoMHas Mojpyra, Ha3BaHHas cecrpa bpuruna, MmegHOBOIIO-
cas M CHHera3as, peBocxonuia ee Kkpacoton. imenHo bpuru-
Ny HazbiBaM «IlnamMeHHOU po3oii», U B IaHHBIA MU, KOT/Aa 3a-
Mok HopTtoHOB nocetusn koposb, AjlbeHopa 4yBCTBOBaJIa K HEl
JIETKYIO 3aBUCTb.

«[la uro xe 310! Bpuruaa mue kak cecrpa! Ecim koposb 00-
paTUT Ha Hee BHUMaHuUe, rpex OyleT He MopajoBaThes 3a Hee! —
MIPOHECJIOCh B pa3dyMe AEBYILIKH, U Ha €€ JIUIIE MOsSIBUJIACh JIerKas
yibiOKa. — M Bems cama Bpuruia He kennaer qpyroi y4acTu, Kpo-



Me KaK CTaTh )KE€HOM 3TOro pacnyTHUka Busbsama... OH nbitan-
¢4 nouesnosarb MeHA. [IBaxapl. Ho g xopomo npoyduniia 31oro
Jlypaka, BbIpBaB I'yCTOM KJIOK ero Bosnoc! A bpuruna, kaxercs,
BJIIOOJICHA B Hero. .. beaHas myma!»

— Bo3MoxHO, KpacoTol Thl €il ycTynaelb, HO BO BCEM JIpy-
T'OM MMEHHO ThI JIEP:KUIIb IEPBEHCTBO: Thl TPEKPACHO UI'PACIIb
Ha JII0THE U apde, Noellb TaK CIaJKO, KaK NTUIBI B Mae, U TaH-
Iyelllb TaK IPallMO3HO, KaK IJIBIBET IO peke Oelbliil 1edep. Tede
JI OOATHCS, aHTeJT MOW? — C TOP/IOH YJIBIOKOM 32 YCTIEXH JIOUEPH,
npoMosiBuia jgeau Hopros.

— 41 He O6otock, marymika! Bo MHe HeT HM Karum cTpaxa! —
Haxmypuiach AnbeHopa. — Haiiiure nockopee ciyxaHky, 4TOObI
OHa cJieJlajla MHe JOCTOMHYIO ITPUYECKY, a CAMU HalIUTe CaMblid
KPAaCHUBBIN Yelel], KOTOPbIA TOJIBKO MMEETCS B HAILIEM 3aMKe.

— JoBepsaTth Takoe zaeno ciayxanke! I cama npuueny Teds,
MOsI Ioporasi, — OTO3BaJIaCh XO3siiiKa 3aMKa, CXBaTuja rpeOeHb
Y IIPUHAJIACH 32 NTPUYECKY AJbeHOPBL. — Kak TONBKO KOpOJb 1
KOpOJIeBa CMEHST CBOM Haps/ibl, HAYHETCS nup. TBOW oTel Be-
JieJT Tof1aTh Ha CTOJI BCE camoe CBexee... Takxke i TeOs yke
NOCTaBJIeHa TBOs JmoOumas apga: Mbl 3actaBuM [ eHpuxa ycibl-
IaTh TBOM TOJIOC W BIIOOUTHCS B HETO... AX, HaJIelOCh, OH T0-
TaHITyeT ¢ TOOOW U HU pa3y He B3MIsHeT Ha bpurumy!

— bpuruga MHe kak cectpa, marymika. He roBopute o Heu
IUIOXO, — IMPOXJIAJHBIM TOHOM HAallOMHUJIA JEBYIIIKA MATEPU.

— Koneuno, Moy aHres, s 3Hal0 3TO U Kejalo €i TOJIBKO cua-
CThs, — ybIOHYNack Jeau HoproH, mogymaB mpo ceOsi, 9To B



60opbOe 32 BHUMaHKE KOPOJIs, APYXOa U CecTpUHCKasi JIOOOBb
MEPKHYT TaK e ObICTPO, KaK YXOQUT COJHIIE B 3MMHUE THH. — 51
CIIbIIIIANA, TBOM KY3€H MHTEpecoBasIcs Halllel KpacaBuiiel bpu-
rujoi. .. OHM ObLTH OBl XOPOIIIEH Mapow.

— Hy, 4uro BbI, 310T paszund Oy3H 1 MU3MHIA €€ HE JJOCTOUH !
Tomuu, Kak CKeNeT, ypOIJIUBbIA TTyIbld Kapivk! — (ObIpKHYJIA
AJbeHopa.

— Oy3H — Hac/IeAHUK TBOETO AU, U MOCJIE €r0 CMEPTU yHa-
CIIelyeT ero 3eMJIM M 3aMOK . .. He 3a0bIBaii, B KaKOM MOJIOKEHUN
Haxomutcs ceMencTBo I m30B. KTO elne 3axoueT )XxeHUThCd Ha JO-
YepH OMajbHOTrO OBIBIIIErO COBETHHUKA?

— Kro-To na sxenurcs. OHa HaCTOJNBKO MPEKpacHa, YTo, yBU/Ib
ee Kakou-HUOyIb XoJocTol npuHIl u3 EBpornbl, oH Obl 6e3 pas-
aymuii 3a0pa ee ¢ codoi 1 rmocaaut Obl Ha CBOW MPECTOIL.

— MMeHHO noaTomy, 104b MOsi, [ €HpuX JOIKeH BUJETh U CIIbl-
maTh Tebs1, a He ee, — MHOTO3HAUYUTENbHO cKaszana Jienu Hop-
ToH. — Cusii, Kak 30JI0TON MepCTeHb Ha COJHIIE, UCKPUCh, KaK
YHCTBIA U3YMPY, Oy/Ib )KUBOW U CMEIIUTUBOM, M1 CaM KOPOJb AH-
IJIMU yNageT K TBOUM HOTaMm.

— AX, Mary1ika, Bbl 3a0bIBa€TE O TOM, YTO €TI0 CepIIe MPUHA/-
nexut Anune boneitn! Kak MHe cpaBHUTBCSI C HEW B UCKYCCTBE
cobmnaszHenus? Her yx, KOponb MHE W JapoMm He HyxkeH! MHe
XBaTUT U MOJIOZIOTO KPacuBOro repuora! — paccMestyiach AJIbeHO-
pa, a ee MaTh TEPIEIMBO B3JOXHYJIa U IPOIOJIKMAJIA CBOU HEJEr-
KU TPy,



Korga AnbseHopa 1 bpuruna, B COnpoBOXICHUM POAUTENIEH,
BOIIUTH B 3aJI, B KOTOPOM yXe coOpajioch He MeHee CTa TOCTeH,
KoTopble Bxogwm B cBUTy Ero u Ee Bennuects kopons u Ko-
poJieBbl AHIVIMM, UX KpacoTa Oblla TOTYAC 3aMeveHa, U yxke Je-
pe3 HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUI JEBYIIIEK OKPYKUJIM MOJIOAbIE TTPU-
ommxennbie ['eHprxa, cpein KOTOPBIX TaK ke ObUT CTapIuil OpaT
AHHbl boneriH JIxopmk. DTOT BEIbMOXKA Tak M BUJICS BOKPYT
Bpuruel, HO ObICTPO HaIleN ee CKyYHON M MPECHON U 0OpaTui
BCE CBOE BHUMaHUE Ha ee Noapyry. Bckope MeaHoOBoIOCAsI MUCC
['m3, HECMOTpPS HA CBOI0 HEMOBTOPUMYIO BHEIIHOCTb, CTOSJIA Y
CTEHBI, PAIOM C UCTIAHCKMMU (pperinHamMu KoposieBbl Ekarepu-
Hbl, 2 AJIbeHOpa CMesUlaCh W IIyTWJIA B TOJIE NOKJIOHHUKOB.
HevictButensHO: teau HopToH He conrana, cka3aB, 4To AJIbeHO-
pa Bcerza OepeT Bepx HaJ CBOel moutu cectpoil. Komy HyxHa
KpacuBasi, HO TyCKJIasl IparolieHHOCTb, KOTJIa MOXKHO B3SITh APY-
I'yI0, MEHEE KPAaCUBYIO, HO CUSIONIYIO?

®muprys ¢ [Ixopmxem BoneitH, KOTOpHIN, BIIpoYeM, YKe ObLT
cBsA3aH y3amu ¢ JIxenH Ilapkep, (ppernmHon KOposneBsl, Ajbe-
HOpa He3aMeTHO McKasa B3risiioM koposns ['enprxa. Eii 6b110
M3BECTHO, YTO KOPOJIb 00J1aJa1 BLICOKMM POCTOM U 'POMKHM T'0-
JIOCOM, OJJHAKO CPEJIU TOCTel He ObUIO HY OJIHOTO MOXOXEro Ha
9TO OIMCAHUE MYKUYMHBI.

Koposnb He saBuics. Koponesa Toxe. Y, ycnbliiaB OT OIHOM U3
(ppeiinun, uro x Bennuectsa pemmim oTIOXHYTh U PUCOEAN-
HATCSA K X03s51eBaM rocTenpuuMHOro 3amka HopTtoH nuiib 3aBTpa
3a 3aBTPAKOM, IPUCYTCTBYIOIIME B OOEJEHHOM 3aje 3alllenTa-



Juch. KTO-TO U3 NMPUABOPHBIX BHIIVISI/IE BeCbMa HEJOBOJILHBIM,
a Ha JIMLIE HEKOTOPBIX, B TOM YHCJIe U ceMercTBa bonenH, cusi-
Jla IOHUMAoIas yabiOKa. BoseiiHbl 3HaIM: KOpoJb U KOpojieBa
KPYIHHO noccopuiinuch. B kotopsiit pa3. Ho, kaxercsi, EkateprHa
AparoHckasi HaCTOJIbKO CUJIBHO YSI3BHJIA CBOETO CyIpyra CBOeu
BBIJIEP/KKOM ¥ CTOMKOCTBIO, YTO TOT HE keJ1aJl HUKOTO BUJIETh, /1a-
€ CBOIO IOPOryl0 AHHY, KOTOpasi, OJJHAKO, HE MOCUMTAIA HYXK-
HBIM TaK’e OCTaThCs B CBOMX MOKOSIX I BOBCIO BECEIMJIach, Kak
Y BCe APYyrue MpeCTaBUTEN KOPOJEBCKON CBUTHI.

Koe-kTo u3 nienn, npubmmkeHHbIX K AHHe BoneiiH, nocmen-
BAJIMCh U IENTAIMCh TaK TPOMKO, 4TO U bpuruaa, u AsseHopa
Moru 6e3 TpyJa paccbliaTh UX pa3roBOPhI, KOTOphIE HE CyMe-
JIa 3amIyLIUTh JaXKe MY3bIKAHTbI, UTPAIOLIUE Ha JIIOTHE, (rieiTe,
pebeke u OnokgrenTe.

«Orer1 He1oBOJIEH. .. TOro U cMOTpH, pa3o0beT YTO-HUOY/Ib OT
370cTH! — XUXUKHYJA Mpo cedsa AnbeHopa. OHa HUCKOJIBKO He
paccTpomliiach OTTOIO, 4TO He yBujena I'enprxa BoceMoro stum
BEYEPOM, Bellb KPYKOK MOKJIOHHUKOB, HariepeOOo cliaraloniuii B
€€ YeCTh COHETHI, HE JJaBajl el CKy4arb. — HO BbI TOJIBKO B3IJIsI-
Hute Ha mucc boneiin! Kakas rpanus, kakasi BeJTM4eCTBEHHAs!
ocaHKa ¥ B3I Bomumiipl! Ho roBopuTh, 4TO OHA KpacuBa, 51 Obl
He crana. [Ja, MuiioBuaHa, npusTHbIE YyepThl Jmia. .. Ho u Bee.
N yem TONBKO OHa Tak 3aBopoxuia kopossi? Ee cecrpa Mapu
HAMHOTO KpacuBee. .. T ropsiiue 3010ToM Bosiockl! Hegapom
OHa OblIa B €ro MOCTeNIU U poAuiia emy IByX Oactapios... Koro-
PBbIX, OJHAKO, OH TaK U He npu3Hail. [lomymarb TOJIBKO: 1BE CeCT-



pbI, 1 00e cymenu iokoputh ['eHprxa! JlomkHO ObITh, MUCC M>3-
pu OOMJTHO BUJIETH yCTIeX MJIa el cecTpsl... JIOMKHO OBITh, ee
ceparie 0OnMMBaeTcsl KPOBBIO OT TOTO, UTO OTEIl ee JIeTel Mpe/o-
yeJl eil ee pojIHyIo cecTpy !»

AnpeHopa Obula TIpaBa: MUCC BoseiH, ¢aBOpUTKa KOpPOJISt
AHIIIMY, comepHuUIla KOposieBbl ExaTepuHbl, He Oblla MHCAHOU
KpacaBHIIeid, HO UTO-TO B HE ObLIO MUCTUYECKUM, PUTSITaTe b-
HBIM, J1axe KongoBckuM. Ee rma3a, rpaino3Hble 1BUKEHUs, Bbl-
COKasi MOJIOYHO-Oefasi rpy/b, YepHble BOJOCH... W ¢paHIry3-
CKMI aKIIeHT, KOTOPBI OHAa Oe3 3a3peHusI COBECTH HCIOb30Ba-
JIa, HeJapOM K€ OHa MPOBEJIa CBOM I0HBIE TO/Ibl )KU3HU TIPH JIBO-
pe (paHitry3ckoii KoposeBbl! DTa JKeHIMHA 3Haja cede 1eHy U
3HaJIA, KaK yaepxkarb koposst. OHa Obuia CTPONTUBOM M CTPACT-
HOW, IMEHHO TaKOW, KaKoW skeJsial BuaeTh ee ['eHpux. AHHa BU-
Jena, Kak pa3apaxaeT Koposisi MOCTyIIaHUe U CIIOKOWCTBUE €ro
CYNpyru, 1 urpaja Ha atom. Jlioouna nu oHa ero? O6 3ToM ObLTO
M3BECTHO JIMIIIb €1 CaMOM.

Jlio6un mu Auny ['enpux? Jlioowi. OtyassaHo. OH xenait 00-
nanath elo. Kenas, 4toObl ero cynpyra ymMepia U OCTaBHJIa €ro
BIOBIIOM, TOrJa Obl OH *KEHWJICSI Ha JIIOOMMOMH KEHIIMHE U KO-
poHOBas ee KoposeBor AHrimu. OHa mojapuiia Obl eMy JI071-
TO/IAHHOTO ChIHA, HacleAHuKa. K cokalleHuIo U pa3ipakeHuIo
(aBoputku u ee modoBHUKA, EkatepriHna AparoHckas oonaja-
JIa ’KeJie3HbIM 3[J0POBbEM M yMHUpaTh He codupasiack. MIm ocra-
BaJIOCh JIMIIIb 5KAATh TOTO CUYACTIIMBOIO JIHsI, KOT/Ia KOpOJieBa Mo-
KHUHET 3TOT MUP ¥ OCBOOOAUT MeCTO st Mucc boneiiH.



[Mup, Ha KOTOPOM MOJABAIUCH KapeHble (pa3aHbl, TYCU U
HECKOJIBKO MOJIOZIBIX ITOPOCAT, 3aCaxapeHHbIE (PPYKTHI, TUPOTH C
pbIOOH, siitiaMK U (PPYKTaMU, U €Ille MHOTUE M3bICKAHHBIE U HE
OueHb O, MOJOIIEN K KOHILY JIMIIb K MOJTYHOUYH, MOC/e TO-
IO KaK TOCTH U X0351€Ba BJIOBOJIb HAEJIUCh, TOCIIETHAYAIIH, TIO-
(prmiproBasv M HaTaHLIEBAIUCE.

— AX, ToI BUAena MeHa? S Onucrana, Kak HA4MIEHHAS 30J10-
Tasi MOHeTa! — MeuTaTesIbHO CcKa3aia AJIbeHOpa MoJpyre, Korna
Te 3alUTA B €e OOJbIIYI0, POCKOIIHO OOCTaBJIEHHYI0 KOMHATY,
YTOOBI OOCYAUTH TIPOLIEAIIEee BECEIbE U TOCTEH.

— To1 Bcerga cusienb. M 3tum Bedepom aaxe mucc boneiH
MIOMEpKJIa PSIIOM C TBOUM CHUSIHUEM, — YJIbIOHYIach bpuruna. —
JKasb, 4TO KOpoJIbh ¥ KOpoJieBa He ObLIM TaM ¢ HaMH. .. S1 xoTesa
Obl B3IsIHYTh HAa Ekarepuny. {1 HuKoraa He Buzena ee, HO OTell
MHOT'O PacCKa3bIBaJl O HEW.

JleBylllka [EJMKATHO MpOMOIYaia O TOM, YTO €€ OTel| He
YITyCKaJI HA €JUHOW BO3MOKHOCTU, YTOObI OCKOPOUTH UMSI JTIIO-
O6umoN Bcell AHIMen rcnaHku: «OHa ToXoka Ha CTapylo TyChI-
H10. Toro u misiau 3arorovet!», «Eil yxe 1aBHO nopa B MOTujy !
[TycTth 0CBOOOOUT MECTO /JIsI MOPSJOYHON AHTJIMHACKOHN JaMbl!»
«['eHpuxy 1o Hee nena HeT. OH OKyTaH OCTPbIMM JIO3aMH Oue-
PEIHOU AEBYOHKH U3 ceMencTBa boierHOB, a OHa TOJIBKO U paja
ITOMY».

— U 4TO OH pacckasbiBajl? — € MHTEPECOM OTKJMKHYJIACh
AnbeHopa. OHa cena Ha 3aCTeJIeHHYIO aTbiM OapXaTHBIM MOJIOT-
HOM KpOBAaTh U C YIOBOJIBCTBUEM CHSJIA C HOI HOBEHBKME, CHE-



JIaHHBIE U3 MSITKOM KOXKH, CAITOKKU Ha BHICOKOM KaOJyKe.

— UYro oHa... OHa I0OUT CBOETO CYyIpyTa, a OH €€ HEeT, — TUXO
npoMosiBuia bpuruia u Tsokeso B3I0XHYJIa: OHA He Oblla 3HAKO-
Ma C 3TOM KEHIIMHOM U J1a)e€ He 3HaJla, KaK OHA BBIIVISAUT, HO
YYBCTBOBAJIA K HEH JKaJIOCTb.

JIOTXKHO OBITh, TSKEJIO KOPOJIEBE CMOTPETh Ha CYyIpyra, OT-
KPBITO TPE3UPAIOIIETO €€ U OTAIOLIETO MPeANOYTEHUE PUABOP-
HBIM KpacaBuiaM... O6e cectpsl boneiiH nookiBaaM B €ro mo-
crenu, a mucc Mapu fgaxke ponwnia emy AByx aereil. U Bce xke
STU IEBYIIKY ObLTH JIMITh OMHAMHU U3 TEX HeCUYACTHBIX, TI0 MHE-
HUIO Bpurujipl, KOTOPHIM HE TIOCUACTIIMBUIIOCH OOPATUTh Ha ceOst
BHMMaHue Koposs. Beap eciny oH 3aXo4yer Mmo3BaTh JEBYIIKY B
CBOIO ONOYMBAJIbHIO, OHA HE MOXKET eMy OTKa3aTb. OH KOpOJb.
Koponbp AHrmu.

— OHa crapiie ero. Yrto tel xoTena? KoneuHo, eMy xo4ercs
TeJI0 OMOJIOKE J1a TIoCallle, — ¢ Oe3pa3auureM Moxana rjeda-
MU AJbeHopa. — JKajib, 4To OH He crycTriics. $1 6bl cMoryia 3a-
CTaBUTb €r0 MPUIJIACUTh MEHS Ha TAHELL.

— O, B3TOM Y MEHS1 HET HUKAKMX COMHEHMI, — TEIUIO cKa3aja
Bpuruga. OHa nogonuia K noapyre, cejia psaoM ¢ HEM Ha Kpo-
BaTh ¥ C JTIOOOBBIO TIOTpPENaia ee Mo pyMsHOH Mocie BUHA U TaH-
1eB 11eke. — ToNbKO He iyMato, YTo MUcc boseliH mo3Bommia Obl
eMy 3TO.

— OHa Bcero Juiib ero JiIoOOBHUIA! — ¢ UPOHUEN B ronoce
3aMeTria AjibeHopa U ckajia Bpuruay B cBoux oObATHAX. — Thl
JIy4llle pacCKaxu, 4Tto Buibam? Vike monpocun y TBOEro oTna



TBOEW PyKu?

— 41, mpaBo, He 3HaI0. .. 4] emre He uMena ¢ HUM Oece/Ty Ha STOT
cuet... Ho oH tanueBan co mHon! Jlepxan Mou JIaJOHU B CBO-
ux... 51 ObI TaKk W OCTaBajgach C HUM B 9TOM 3aJjie, TaHIys U He
rOBOPS HM cJioBa! — cTpactHO nporenTtaina bpuruga. — OH TaH-
1ieBasi ¢ Tooor? MHe mpuUIIIoch BRIATH U3 3aj1a... MaTh 1o3Ba-
JIa: cKazaJia, 4To MO€ JIUIIO CTAJIO CIIUIIIKOM PYMSIHBIM.

— TBost MaTh OeccepaeuHas KeHIIMHA, TPOCTH, UTO 5 TaK OT-
KPOBEHHO TOBOPIO 3TO... Ho 3acTaBUTh BBIMTH TeOs 13 3aJ1a To-
TOMY, YTO Thl TOKPbUIACh BOJIHUTEILHBIM PYMSIHIIEM TOCTIE TaH-
1a ¢ Bo3oOneHHsM? Jla ere ¥ TBOUM OyayIIuM sKeHuXxom! —
HE/IOBOJILHO MpOBOpYaJia AJIbeHOpa.

— Ona 3a00TUTCS O MOEH penyTalyu, — C TOPeYblo B Iyl
ckazana bpuruza, v, Korjia nojpyra BhITYCTIIIA €€ U3 OOBSATHH,
OHa TMOJI0KHUJIa CBOI0 MEIHOBOJIOCYIO TOJIOBY Ha OTOJIEHHOE TIEY0
AnbeHopbl. — Ho TbI TaHIeBaa ¢ HUM?

— Bcero onun tanen. Cambiid ObICTpbIi. OH TaKOW HEYKJIO-
KUM, KaK Me/iBe/lb! — mocrenmia conrarb AJbeHOpa: OHa 3Ha-
Jia, Kakas JIoOOBb K Bunbsmy Taunacek B cepaie bpurusl, u He
’Kejajia BbI3BaTh ee PeBHOCTU. K ToMy ke 3TOT 10HOIa ObLT el
Oe3pa3yIyeH.

— A MHe Ka3ajoch, YTO MBI MapuM B oOnakax! — Bpuruma
YJIBIOHYJIACh M 3aKpblIa IJIa3a, BHOBb BUJISI Tepe]] COO0M Kpacu-
BOE ropJioe JiMio ee fopororo Bubsima. — He Mory goxaaTbest
TOr0 MOMEHTa, KOI'Jla OH Ha30BET MEHS CBOEH !

— Iloka Tl TaHUEBaJIA C APYTUMHU MYXKuuMHaMu, Busbsm He



OTpBIBAJI OT TeOsI B3MJIsAA, — TOXKE YIBIOHYIach AjlbeHOpa. — X0-
yelb ropsyero BuHa? [lo3zoBem cityxaHky?

— He HyX)HO. Yke Tak o31HO. .. Thl yMaelib, OH JIOOUT Me-
Hs1? — ¢ 3aMUpaHueM cepana cnpocuia bpuruaa.

— KoneuHo, moout! — AsibeHOpa ¢ CHIIOH CKaJia JIaJIoHb TI0-
npyru. — KoHedHo, moOUT 1 peBHYeT TeOsI K IPyruM MY KIrHaM !

— 4 He ycHy 310N HOYBIO... TOuHO He ycHy! — mporienTtana
bpuruna.

Kaxnas kjieTouka ee Tejia Tpenerajia OT MbIC/IU, YTO Buiibsim
Toiopu, CIH OOraToOro BeJIbMOXHU 1 U30PAHHUK €€ IOHOTO YHUCTOTO
cepala OTBevasl e B3aMMHOCTbIO. M yCTh OH He TTOKa3bIBaJl 3TO
TaK OTKPHITO, KaK e Obl TOrO XOTEJIOCh, IMYCTh OH BOBCIO (pIup-
TOBAJI C IPYTUMHM JaMaMH U TaHiieBas ¢ Mucc bosneii. .. OH Jo-
OuUT ee U ceTaeT CBoel KeHow nepes oM [ocnona.

Kakoe 310 cuacthe! Kakas ciagocts ket ee!

[TorienoBas moapyry B 106, bpuruaa noxenana e CloKou-
HOM HOYM, B3sij1a OOWH M3 MOJACBEUYHHMKOB, BHIIIJIA U3 TTOKOEB M,
OCBEIlasi KOPUIOP TAHILYIOIIMM CBETOM OJJMHOKOW CBEYH, Harpa-
BUJIACh B TOKOU OTILIA: €M HATEePIEIOCh YCIbIIIATh OT HEro, YTo
OH BbIIaeT ee 3a Busbsima. Eif HeoOXoarMo ObLIO YCTIBIIATh 3TO
nepes; TeM, Kak OHa JISKET ClaTh.

[Momotins k ABepsM omouMBaIbHU OTIa, bpuruga podko mo-
cTydajia ¥ TyT ke yciplnaja peskoe: «Bouaure!». 1o npuaa-
JIO IEBYITIKE XpaOpOCTH, U, HAOpaB B JIeTKHe MOOOJIbIIE BO3IyXa,
OHa OTKpbLJIa IBEPh U 3allljIa B TIOKOM.

Cop Puvapn He mymaut yKJIagplBaThCs B IOCTEIb: OH CUJIENA 32



IyOOBBIM CTOJIOM, Ha KOTOPOM TYCKJIO TOpeJT MOACBEYHUK C JBY-
Ms CBeyaMH, U nucas nucbMo. Clpliajcs CKpUIl HATOUEHHOTO
nepa, KOTOpoe € CWJIOW Ha/IaBJIMBAJIY O KEJThIM NEPraMeHT.

— Bce eme He cniute? — 1ackoBO YibIOHYMach bpuruna, cros
B JIBEPSX U HE PellIasiCh MOJOWTH K OTILY.

— Kak Buuib, — KOpoTKO OpOCHIT TOT, Jake He BIMISIHYB Ha
1o4b. — Yrto 1ede?

— Orer, 4... { cabimana, yto Busibsam Thiopu onpocu cero-
JIHSI PyKU OJTHOW NIEBYUIKH... — Bpuruga npepelBUCTO 3a/iblIa-
7a: ee 00bsJIO BOIHEHHUE, U CJI0BA, KOTOPhIE OHA TAK TIIATEIHHO
noso0pasa Ha MMyTH K OTILY, 3aCTPsId B ropJie.

— Ilonpocu, — OBLIO €i OTBETOM.

— U xorpa xe Oyner Hama cBagp0a? — Jlyia JeByIKy 03apu-
7ach O0KECTBEHHBIM CBETOM: 3TO CBepIIMIIOCh! CKOpO OHA BBIN-
JeT 3aMyK 3a JJIOOMMOIO MYKUMHY, U OH YBE3€T €€ B 3aMOK CBO-
ero orua!

— Bama? — ¢ HacMenikoii B rojioce nepecnpocui cap Puuapy.

Ilepo B ero naabLax 3aMepiio.

— OH norpocuiI Moer pyKu! — Ipoxkaluium U TOPKECTBEHHBIM
TOHOM HarnioMHuia bpuruaa.

— On nonpocui pyku. Ho He TBOEN.

— He moein? Ho... Usen xe?

— Bunbsam umen Geceny He co MHOM, a ¢ capom HoproHOoM.
OH npocuil y Hero pyku Jo4epH.

— AnbeHOpBI?! — axHyJ1a IEBYILIKA, U €€ IPyAb IPOH3MUJIA TaKast
601b, OYATO €e HACKBO3b MPOIIIENT OCTPbIA Me4, KOTOPBIi MHOTJA



HOCHJI Ha CBOEM TIOSICE, B YKPAIIICHHBIX 30JI0TOM HOXHax, Bu-
1AM Teiopu. — 1 gro... Yro orBeTnin ee oren?
— OmH 6b11 paja. CBajpOe ObITh.



I'nmaBa 3

— Jloup Mos1, 4TO THl cebe Hagymasna? — HaXMypUICS CIP
Puuapn. — Kakue miynoctu kuByT B TBOel Iycroit rojgose? C
gero Obl Bunbssmy Triopu kenath TeOs B skenbl? § Oenen! Bee
10 BUHE 3TOH BeabMbl AHHBI bosein!

— Ho kak? Dr1oro He Mo)eTr ObITh, OTELl, BBl OIINOAeTeCH! —
BBIPBAJIOCH U3 Ipyau OeqHou neBymku. Ee ryOwl 3ampokand, a
Ha I71a3a HaBepHY/IMCh CJIe3bl Pa304apoBaHUs U OOMaHYTOH Ha-
JEKIbL.

Kak sxecToko oHa ommosiacs!

— XBarut ¢ meHs TBoell niynocti! Ctynail B cBoM 1okou! —
pazapaxkeHHo O6pocun cap Puuapm.

— Orel1, OH He MOT MOMPOCUTb PYKU AJILEHOPHI. . .

— 41 ckazan BoH!

— IIpomy Bac... 51 mo6mo ero! Jlioomo Bcem cepatem! — ot-
YJastHHO BCKpHKHYAa bpuruaa. — [lymaio, on Obut mbsiH. .. OH Ha-
NWICS U IPUHSUT AJIbeHOpY 32 MeHs1 !

— OH 1noInpocu pyku y €e OTLa, — AEJIOBUTO 3asBUI C3P
Puuapa v BHOBb PUHSAJICA 32 ITUCBMO. — ITO MHE HE IOBE3JIO ¢
aouepbio. XOTh Tl M KPachBa, HO TOJIKY OT TeOsi, YTO OT ITOTO
CTOJA... XOTS U OT CTOJIa UMEETCS TOJK, & Thl IPUHOCHUIIIb JIUIIIb
pacrparsl. Takas apu1a, a 10 CUX TIOP HUKTO HE U3BSABUII JKeJla-
HUSI )KEHUThCSI Ha Tebe.

— DTO BCe Ballla BUHA, CIP... DTO Bbl BBEPIJIM HAIILy CEMBIO



B onaity! — mpornenTana bpuruaa, HO Tak TUXO, YTOOBI €€ CTPO-
T'Mi KECTOKMHU OTEI| HE PAcCBIIIA U HE HaKa3aJl €€ MOKPbIMU
po3ramu.

— [Noyuucs y cBoen nogpyru. OHa 3HaeT, Kak 3aMHTEPECOBaTh
MYKYHHY, & Thl BECh BeUep CTOsJIa Y CTEHbI C TAKUM JIUIIOM, Oy/I-
TO oBIa Ha 6oitHe. CTymnail B CBOU TIOKOH. DTO MPHKa3.

XOJIOHBIM TOJIOC OTLIA 3aCTaBWII Bpuruy B3IpOrHyTh: OH UC-
TM0JIb30BAJI CBOM TOJIOCOBBIE CBSI3KM C TAKMM HCKYCCTBOM, UYTO
HIEKY JIEBYIIKU CJIIOBHO YyIapuJjia KeCTOKas TBepAasi JIaJ0Hb.

— Kak ckaxere, oren. — OHa caeniana peBepaHC W BbIIUIA B
TEMHBIA KOPUJIOP.

Korna Bpuruaa 3akpbiBajia 1Bepb, NOPHIB BO3/1yXa 3aTyILN
CBEUy, KOTOPYIO OHa Jiepkaja B pyKe, U IEBYIIKY BCTPETHUII HOU-
HOU MpakK, Tak KakK, HECMOTPsI Ha CBOE OOTraTCTBO, XO3SIMH 3aM-
Ka Jiopa HopToH He xenajn TpaTuTh I€HbIM HA CBE€YM WU (hake-
JIbl B KOPUJIOpax, Be/lb OHU CTOMJIM HEMAJIO, a CrOpasid ObICTPO.
Ho temnota Hukoraa He myrana bpuruay: oHa Obuta ee BepHOU
MOJPYTOM, KOrZla HOYaMH €M HE CHaJIOCh, U IEBYIIIKA B KpacKax
npejicTaBisiia cebe BuibsivMa, cBaibOy ¢ HUM U ITEPBYIO OpauyHyIo
HOoYb. HO Bce 3TO ObLIO JUIIb [TTYNBIMUA U HECOBIBIIUMUCS MeY-
TaMu: Buiibam xenaer AsbeHopy ! DTo ee OH XOUeT BUJIETh CBOE
CYIIPYTOM, €€ XOYEeT JIACKATh B CYNPYKECKOU CITaJIbHE, €€ BUIUT
Martepbio CBOMX jieTeri! A oHa, Bpuruma, HM Ha 4TO He CIOCO0-
Ha... Tak ckazai ee orell.

[locTaBuB MOACBEUHUK HA MOJI, OTYETO MO KOPUAOPY MPOHEC-
cs1 TITyXOH CTyK, bpuruna onepnach pykoi Ha CTeHY, KOO HOTY He



Jepaju ee, a BTOPYIO JIaJJOHb MOJIOKUJIA Ha 30JI0TYIO LIETIOYKY
C KPECTOM, yKpallaoulylo ee 1mel. Ee erkue, CTeCHEHHBIE Ty-
T'M KUPTJIOM, OTKa3bIBAIUCH CITyXKHTh €M, M OHA JIOBUJIA IyOaMu
BO3/1yX, KaK pblOa, CIIy4ailHO BBIMTPHITHYBIIIAS U3 BOJIbI HA CYIILY.
Kak 310 cinyunnocs? He oHa i1 mpoBOaMiIa B MOJIMTBAX Kax-
e aeHb? He oHa sim ropsa4o npocuina BeeBbliHEro nath eu
mo6oBb Bunbsma? Heysxenu mano monmnacsk? Heyxenu npocu-
JIa HeIOCTaTOYHO cMUpeHHO? OHa ObljTa MOCIYIIHOW JOYephIo U,
HECMOTpSI HA Ha 4TO, C ee Ty0 He COPBAJIOCh HU €JMHOE rpydoe
CJIOBO O poguTesisix. A AnbeHopa? Yem oHa 3aciyxkuia?
«Buibsam. .. Mou Buiibsim! Benib Tl 1ake He NTpeicTaBIIsIellb,
yto pazoun moe cepaue! Tol mogapuia MHe TaHel M yJablOaics
MHE, HO TBOM MBICJIA OBLJIA HE CO MHOM, a C HEH. .. A TbI, AJIb€HO-
pa, cectpa Mos1? 3Hana i TeI 0 ero mooBu? Tel yoexgana MeHs
B TOM, 4TO OH OyJeT MOMM, HO BMECTO 3TOro K OpayHOMY aJiTa-
plo nowaentb Thl... M 3TO TBOE Tesio oH OyJeT JiacKaTh, 1IeJI0BaTh
TBOM T'yOBI U clarath 0 Teb6e COHETHI... A s HUYTO... Pazouapo-
Banue. Ho, noporas cecrpa, 310 HE TBOSI BUHA» — C TOCKOU [1y-
MaJia ieBylika. B vare, koTopyio oHa coOrpaiach UCTIUTh, OKa-
3aJICS1 HE JIEKCUP CYACThs, 4 TOPEeUb, U OHA BBINWJIA €€ JI0 JIHA.
HemHoro mpuas B cedsi, bpuruia HampaBuiach B TIOKOM
Anbenopsl. Ee ra3za, npuBbIKIl“e K TEMHOTE, JIETKO pa3inyain
3HAKOMBI ITyTh, @ MATKUI CBET PaCTyIIed JyHbI TION0aApUBa
ee MCKaTh OTBeTa y MOAPYru. AJbeHOpa He cTasa Obl JIraTh e B
JIMILIO, HU 32 YTO OBl HE CTaJIa, U, €CJv Obl Y Hee BAPYT MOSIBUIINCH
HEXKHbIe YyBCTBa K BusbsiMy, oHa moiaBusia Obl X B ceOe, Belb



3Hasa: bpuruaa nomoo6ua ero neppoi. Ere naBHO, Oyayuu ma-
JICHbKMMH JIEBOYKAMHU, JIEBYIIKH MOKJISUTUCH APYT APYTY, UTO HUA
OJIMH MYKUMHA He Pa3JIyyuT UX U He CTAHET YIPO30H MX ApYxoe:
Ta, 4TO BIIIOOJISIETCA MEPBOM, Beera et 1 Oyaer. bpuruna Hanes-
J1ack, UTO AJIb€HOpA ellie He Jiervia CcriaTh, €i He XOTeI0oCh Obl Oy-
JIWTH €€ T0CJIe YTOMUTEIFHOTO Beuepa, JIMIIb Pai TOrO, YTOObI
3aJaTh €l eqUHCTBEHHBIN Borpoc: «Ho Kak Tak Moay4Yuaocs ?»

K cuactbio, AsbeHOpa He crajia, ¥ BMECTO Jiexkalllel B KpoBa-
TH TIOAPYTH, TOTOBOM ynacTh B 00bsiTHs Mopdest, Bpuruaa yBu-
JieNa ee B THEBeE.

— Ipomry miporrienusi, s He 3Haja, YTO y BaC Hameuascs ce-
MEWHBIN COBET, — TUXO cKazaja bpuruaa, korna cap u eau Hop-
TOH HAaXMYpPEHO B3IJISHYJM Ha BIPYI OTKPBIBIIYIOCS JIBEPh U
HEXJAHHYIO TTOCETUTENILHUILY.

— JIOJKHO OBITh, ThI TIPUIILIA TOXKeaTh AJIbeHOpe CIOKOMHOM
HOYM, TUTSA Moe? — ynbiOHynach Jiend Hopton: Bpuruaa Opuia
MUJIa ee MaTepUHCKOMY Cepiily, M OHa He Kejiaja OOueTh ee
MPUKA30M BBINTU BOH U3 KOMHATHI.

— MmenHo Tak, Mos Jieau. .. CIOKOMHON HOYH, AJIbEHOpA. . .
CriokoitHOM HOYM, c3p W Jeau HoproH... — Bpuruna cnenana
DIyOOKMI peBepaHC M XoTesa ObLIO MOKUHYTh MOKOU TOJPYTH,
KaK YCJIBIIIIAJIa TPOMKHMA TBEPABIM TON0OC AJILEHOPBI.

— Ocranbcs, bpuruaa! Ao kacaercs u Teos!

— Houb Mos1, Bpuruaa ycrana ... — JJaCKOBO Hadasia JieAu
JxenH.

— bpuruna, Bunbam Teiopu cnenan mue npegioxenue! N g



KJISIHYCh, YTO HUKOTJA HE TOMBIIIUISIA O TOM, UTO OH 3aXOUET Ke-
HUTbCS HA MHe! — AJIbeHOPa CTPEMUTEINIBHO NTOJONLIA K TIOAPYTE,
pa3BepHyJia ee JIMIOM K ceOe U, YBUJEB, YTO (pUaIKOBbIe I71a3a
Bpurupl ObUTH TIONHBI ClIE3, CXBAaTHIIA €€ B CBOU OOBATHS. — 1
He keJiaro 3Toro Opaka! §1 He 000 ero ¥ HUKOT/Ia He MO0 !

— Hloporas, BuibaM KpacuBbii 310poBbIM Myk4urHa! B Hero
BJTIOOJICHBl MHOTHE IaMbl, HO OH BBIOpas1 Te0si! DTo Takast 4ecTs!
OH CBIH 3HATHOI'O YEJIOBEKA, M TAKOW IIAHC JAeTCs JIMIb pa3 B
JKU3HU! — paccyuTeIbHBIM TOHOM 3amMeTu1 ¢3p HopToH.

— T'oBopure, uto yrogHo! f He BeIAy 3a Hero! U 3aBTpa g
CKaxy eMy 3710 B uno! Cama! — HU3KUM, ITOJIHBIM YBEPEHHOCTH
roJIOCOM cKazasia AJIbeHOpa, Bce ellle 0OHUMast MOoapyTYy.

— He nyxHo... He HyXHO )kepTBOBaTh CBOMUM OpakoM pajau
MeHs! — menHysa er Ha yxo bpurnga. — I cmupiocs. .. OH nipe-
KpacHbI I0HOIIA U TIpUHECeT Tebe cyacThbe!

— He mHe oH 10/KeH NpUHECTH cyacTbe, a Tede! — ynpsmo
LIETHYJIA Ha 3TO AJIbEHOPA.

— Houb mos, g Bce pemmia! S yxe gan oty Busbsma cBoe
coracue! — HaCynuJICs XO35IMH 3aMKa.

— Bbl ganu ero, He CpocKMB MEHs, OTEll, a 3HAYUT, ITO CO-
r1acrie HUJero He crout! — Opocuna AnbeHopa. OHa OTCTpaHU-
Jlach OT MOIPYTH, MOJIOKWIA CBOU TEIUIbIE JIAJOHU HA €€ IIEKU
¥ yabIOHyMack: — OH xeHuTcs Ha Tede. .. Tonbko Ha Tebe! K-
HYCh CBO€U JKU3HBIO!

— He roBopu Tak... Bunbsamy s He Hy:kHa! Moii otel| Tak 1
CKazaJl: Mbl CJIMIIKOM O€IHBI, YTOOBI HAUTH MHE OOraToro *XeHu-



Xa, a ceMbsl BuiibsiMa ciaBUTCA CBOMM COCTOSIHUEM, — YIIPSIMO
nokavasa ronosou bpurupa. — M mycte Moe cepaue KpUuuT OT
601y, 51 JKeJal0 eMy TOJIBKO CUACThSL. . .

— Kakas riynocts! — nomopumiace AJlbeHOpa, a 3aTeM FPOM-
ko oObsiBuIa: — Bee! Pemeno! S He By 3a Busbsima Toiopu!
Huxkorga! 1 ve npocure!

— Ho nouemy? — 3anambiBas pyku, IPOCTOHaJa €€ MaTb. —
Houb Mos, Thl coBepiaenb omuoOKy! Toabko nmogymaii, 4to o
Hac ckaxyT! YUrto o TeGe ckaxkyTt! «YmycTusa cBoe cuactbe!»

— Moe cyactbe ket MeHs B Oymyiiem, Marymika. Kro 3naer,
BO3MOXHO, 51 CMOTY CcTaTh (bpeiIMHON KOposieBbl! — 00epHyiach
AJibeHOpa K pOIUTEIISIM, U Ha JIMLIE AEBYILIKY ObljIa HAlMcaHa Ta-
Kasl pelIMTeIbHOCTD, YTO T MPUIUIN B oTyasHue. — Orert, Tebe
CTOUT BCEro JIMILb IENHYTh napy cjaoB Ero BennuectBy u 1no-
IIPOCUTH MPUHSTh MEHs B CBUTY EKaTrepuHsbl.

— Ecnu Obl Takue jgena Jenaauch Tak IpocTo, Mosl loporad,
BCE KOPOJIEBCKUE ABOPLbI AHITIMY ObLIM OBl IEPETIONHEHBI OHBI-
MU KpacaBuLlaMH-(ppeUSIMHAMUA, — MpadHO oTo3BaJICA ¢3p Hop-
TOH. YIIPSAMCTBO JIOYEPU HENIPUATHO pa304apoBaJIO €T0, HO OH,
KaK HUKTO JIPyTroii, ObL1 3HAKOM C XapaKkTepoM AJILEHOPHI U 3HAJ,
41O BCe Oy/eT Tak, Kak pelinia OHa, a He oH. B Takue MomeH-
TBI OH JKaJIeJI, YTO B CBOE BPEMsI HE CyMEJI B3paCTUTh B JOYEPU
CTpax M yBakeHHE K HEMY, & BMECTO 3TOro 0ajloBaJl M BO BCEM e
ycrynaji. Tak eMy Jiu BUHUTb AJIbEHOPY B 3rOM3ME U HETIOCTY-
manvu? Het, emy cnenoBaio 6maronapuTh ceOst caMoro: 1o OH,
CaJJOBHUK, BBIPACTHUII 3Ty TOTyOOIIa3yI0 JIMIHIO U IAJT i CITUII-



KOM MHOTI'O CBOOO/IBL.

— INownem, noporas... Hama 1ods npuHsijia HEBEPHOE peliie-
HUE, HO Mbl HE CMOXEM MPUHYAUTH €€ TIPUHSTD Hallle, — B3JJ0X-
HyJ1 ¢3p HopToH 1 nogas pyky cBoeu cyrpyre.

— KoneuHo, He cMosxeTe, oTell. S1 BaM He IpucITyra, YToObl BbI
MPUHUMAJIH 32 MEHsI PeIlieHHs], — MPOXJIaJHBIM TOHOM CKa3asia
AusbeHopa. — CrIOKOMHOM HOYH, OTel], CHOKOMHOUW HOYM, MaTyIII-
Ka.

B sty HOub bpuruaa ocranace HoueBaThb B IOKOSIX MOJPYTH, U,
KPErnKo OOHSIB IPyT Apyra, JeBYIIKH THUXO Pa3roBapUBaIM NPy
CBETE OIMHOKO TOPSIILEN CBEYH.

— Thbl 1 BpaBy xouenib crath ppeiinHoit Ee Bennyecrsa? —
MouHTEpecoBayiachk bpuruma.

— Iouemy Obl 1 HeT? — yBIOHYIach AnbeHopa. — bimcraTh
pu KoposieBckoM japopue! Meura kaxaond AeByliku! A tam
OTell MOJBIIET MHE CYpyra ¢ TUTYJIOM U OOraThiM MOMECThEM.
Ho oH nomkeH OBITh KpacHBBIM, Kak Opat mucc bojeliH, nHaue
s1 HA 32 YTO HE COMIANIYCh JIEIUTh C HUM TOCTEh !

— Ia, on kpacuB. .. Ho, kaxxeTcs, ero cynpyra y:kacHO peBHyeT
ero, — 3amernia bpuruna, BcnomMHus, kak JlxeliH [lapkep nesnbii
BeYep cJie[lniia 32 CBOUM MYXKEM MOJIHbIM PEBHOCTH B3IJISIIOM,
CJIOBHO TOT OBUI €€ COOCTBEHHOCTHIO.

AJbeHopa MeuTaTeIbHO YIbIOHY/IACH.

— Kornma-uubyap 51 craHy *keHOH BeJIMKOro 4esoBeka... He
TOJIBKO OOraToro M 3HaTHOTO, HO M U3BECTHOIO BO Beel Eppore!
YrtoObl 1axke TU KaJKue (PpaHITy3bl U UCTIAHIIBI CKA3AIH: «AX,



Kakasi cuyacmimBuiia 3ta mucc Hopron! Eil yaanoch 3aBoeBath
CEpALE TAKOI'O MYKYUHBI | »

— Jlymato, TBOW OTel| HaWAeT JJist TeOsl TAKOTO, & TOT YBUIMT
Te0s 1 He ycrout! Cpasy noBezieT noj BeHell! — XuxukHyaa bpu-
ruja. — Tel... Tel morosopuis ¢ Bunbsamom? Ckaxelis eMy, 4To
s1 OyIy eMy camoil BEpHOMW, CAMOM TOCITYIITHOW XeHOW B MUpe?
Yro 51 poKy eMy MHOTO JIETEU U CIIEAI0 €r0 CYACTIIUBBIM ? — TUXO
nodasua oHa.

— 3aBTpa ke 3TUM U 3alMYCh, IOKA OH HE TIOIIeN UCKaTh yTe-
IIeHNsI cpey (PpeilyIiH KOpOJieBhl, — moodermana AJbeHopa. —
Ho naBaii yxe Oynem cnath. YTpoM MpUIETCS BCTaTh OYSHDb pa-
HO: a BAPYT KOPOJIb CITyCTUTBCS K 3aBTpaKy? Mbl 10JI)KHBI CUSITD,
KaK camble spKue 3Be3/Ibl B HOUHOM HeOe.

JleBy1ika 3a/yia cBedy, IOAPYrd OBICTPO TPOOOPMOTAIIH Ce-
0€ MoJ; HOC MOJIUTBBI U TIOUTHU CPa3y YCHYJIH.

Eme no paccBera, Korga xo3sieBa 3aMKa U UX TOCTH MHUPHO
CIiajy, TpUCIyra yxke Oblla Ha HOrax ¥ BbIMETasa MbLUTb, MbLIA
TIOJTBI, JIECTHUIIBI, TOTOBWJIA BCEBO3MOKHBIE ONMOAa Ha 3aBTPaK
3HATHBIM IOCIO/IAM U JIeJajia 3TO TUXO, KaK MBIIIIH.

Cop HoproH npocHyscss OIHMM M3 NEPBBIX U, KAK XO35MH,
OBICTPO YMBIJICS, TIPUYECAJICs, MPUKA3aJl OfIeTh ceOsl B CHHUI
OapXxaTHBII KOCTIOM U CITYCTUJICSI BHU3, CJIEIUTH 32 TMOATOTOBKOM
K nosineHuio roctei. Cap HoptoH OblT TpeboBaTeIbHbBIM X031~
WHOM, HO B TOT pa3 OH ObLT IPOCTO HEBHIHOCUM, a HECKOJIBKO
OOpOHEHHBIX 3epeH, OOHAPYKEHHBIE MM Ha TOJICTOM KOBpE 3ajia



IUISl Tparie3bl, PacCepauii ero HaCTOJIBKO, 4YTO, MOOOEIIan cap
HoptoH, Kak TOJIBKO KOPOJIb U €10 CBUTA ITOKMHYT 3aMOK, OH pa3-
JACT «HEPaUBbIM JIEHTASIM» CJIyraMm 1O JBa y/lapa po3ru KaxJ0-
My. HamyranHsle ciyru, noBapa v rnopapsita yIBOWJIM CBOU YCH-
Jms, U, K TOMy MOMEHTY, Kak Ero BemmuectBa KOoposib U KOpO-
JieBa AHITIMM, OJETHIC B UyJECHBIE HAPSAIbI, BOIUIN B 31, 3AMOK
6J1ecTes YUCTOTOM, a BCe OIPOMHbBIE KOMHATBI M 3JTbl HATIOTHSLIT
CJIAJIKOBATBIN apOoMarT MOJIEBBIX [[BETOB CBEKECOOPAHHBIX HA JIy-
rax.

I'enpux Bocpmon, B conpoBokaeHun AHHbI boneiH, Bomm
B 3aJ1 nepbiMU. KoponeBa ExkareprHa 1111a no3aay HUX Mof py-
Ky ¢ Ixopmkem BosneiitHoM. AHHa o4apoBaTelbHO U MOOEIHO
ynbiOasack, ExateprHa ke yipi0anach CIIOKOMHOW BBIHYK/IEH-
HOU YJIBIOKOU. DTOT KOHTPACT OBLT HACTOJIBKO 3aMETEH, UTO SIpbie
IIPUBEPKEHUILIBI KOPOJIEBB HAXMYPWJIUCH Y ITOKAYaJIv TOJIOBAMHU.
CemeiictBo BoneitHoB, crynatoniee 4yTh 103311 KOPOJisi U KOPO-
JIeBBI, ITUTM C TAKMMHU TOPABIMHU JIUIIaMH, OyITO AHHA yKe 3aHs1Ia
TPOH COTIEPHHMIIBI, YTO MTPUBOAMIIO B THEB UX BParoB M HEAOOPO-
xkenareneil. Ho 3TukeT ectb 3TUKET, TeM Oosiee, B IPUCYTCTBUU
CBOEHPABHOI'O KOPOJISl HUKTO HE OCMEJIMBAJICS] PACKPBITh CBOETO
pTa WM HACMEIIIMBO YIHIOHYThCS. Bee momuanmm cynpOy ['n3oB,
OKa3aBUIMXCS B HEMWIOCTH M3-32 IPAMOTHI OTIIA 9TOTO CEMEU-
CTBA.

Korga Nx BenuuecTtsa nponu mumo, bpuruaa u AnseHopa
MeJJIEHHO TIOHSIIMCH C TTyOOKOro JI0 TIoJIa peBepaHca U ycTpe-
MITH JTIOOOTTBITHBIE B3IJIsI/IBI Ha Biactuteneit Aarmuu. Ho, ecnm



AJibeHOpa CKOJIb3UJIa OLICHUBAIOIIMM B3IJIs1/10M 110 ['eHpuxy, ee
NoZIpyra ¢ COYyBCTBHEM CMOTpEJIa Ha ycTaBlllee OJieIHOe JIAIO
ExatepuHbl, 01 KpaCUBBIMH TJ1a3aMU KOTOPOW OTYETIIMBO ObLIN
BU/IHbBI YEPHBIE KPYIY, BEpHbIE IPU3HAKU TOTO, YTO HOYBIO OHA
He coMKHYna ma3. Ho 3ta xkeHmuHa yipidanachk U OblIa MpH-
BET/IMBA, U 3TO 3acTaBwio bpuruay nomoouTs ee erie Ooblie,
yeM OHa yxke oouia ee. Kak u MHOrue, HaXofsimuecst B 3TOM
3aMKe, BKJIIoYas mpuciyry. Bee Buzenu, ¢ kakum rpeHeopeske-
HUEM KOpOJIb OTHOCUJICSI K CBOEU 3aKOHHOM CyIpyre, KOpoJieBe,
Y C KaKMM TPEINETOM OH JIEpKasl B CBOEM JIAIOHM JIAJOHb CBOEU
(aBoputku. AHHa ObuTa Mutaamie Exarepunsl, Miiadme ['eHpuxa,
U €€ MOJIOIOCTb, CUSIHAE U TAJIAHT MOKOPATh CepAlla 3aCTaBJIsl-
JIM KOPOJISl UCTIONHSATS JoOoe ee kenanue. biarogaps pesunam
BoneiiH, cnepsa Mapu, a 3ateM ee Miajlen cecrpe AHHE, UX
CEMENCTBO BO3BBICHJIOCH JI0 HEBEPOSTHBIX BBICOT U IMPHOOPEIIO
CTOJIBKO HOBBIX JIOJDKHOCTE, IOMECTUI U TUTYJIOB, YTO UM 3aBU-
JOBAJIM BCE IPYTUe 3HATHbIE CeMbH, 0COOeHHO CelMypbl, TaKKe
MBITAIOIIKECS YIOKUTD MO MOXOTIUBOrO [ eHprxa oHy U3 CBO-
UX TIPeJIECTHBIX Joueper, (ppeilsivH KoposeBbl EkatepuHsi.

Nx BenmyecTBa NOAOILIN K BBICOKOMY, CTOSIIIIEMY BBIIIE JIPY-
T'UX, CTONY, U KOPOJIIO MPUIILIOCh HEOXOTHO OTITYCTUTD JIaJJOHb
AHHBI, 4TOOBI 3aHATh MECTO 3a CTOJIOM, PSIIOM C CYIpPYroW, a
AHHE — cecTb 3a CTOJI JyIsl IPUIBOPHBIX, XOTsA, BUAUT ['ocnop,
B CBOMX MBICJISIX OHA U Bce BoseiHbl yxe BUIeIn, Kak OHa Mpo-
roHsier EkarepuHy B MOHACThIPb, M KaK Ha €€, AHHbI, TEMHOBO-
JIOCYIO TOJIOBY OITyCKAaeTCsl 30JI0Tasi, OOraTo yKparieHHast KOpo-



Ha KopoJjieBbl AHIIMH. Benp, Korma 3to ciyuutcs, bosneiHbr 00-
PETYT He TOJIBKO ellle OOJIBINYIO BJIACTh U BIMSHKE, HO M CTAHYT
POZICTBEHHUKAMU OyIyIero Koposisi, Koraa AHHa ponut ['eHpu-
Xy JOJITOXkIAHHOT'O JKEeJJAaHHOTO HACJIEIHUKA, UCTIOJTHUT JONT KO-
POJIEBBI, KOTOPBIIA HE CMOIJIA UK HE 3KeJlasla UCTIOIHUTh UCIaH-
cKkas npuHlecca Exarepuna.

AJbeHOpa BCEM CBOMM CYIIIECTBOM UyBCTBOBaJIa HAIPSKEH-
HOCTb, CTOSAIIIYI0 B 0O€AeHHOM 3asie, U (ajblilb YJIbIOOK CBH-
tol. OHa 3HaNa, 4YTO, BOJIEIO CYIbOBI, OKAa3aJach B CaMOM IIEH-
Tpe KOPOJEBCKUX MPUABOPHBIX MHTPUT 1 OOpHOY 3a MpaBo 00-
JlalaTh BBICOKUM, IIMPOKOIUIEYMM PBIKEBOJIOCHIM MYKUYMHOU,
KOTOpOMY TMpUHAIekana AHMIUs, 4TOObl pa3feluTh C HUM
BJIacTh. Bpuruaa e 3Haja OHO: 3a CIIOKOMHOM yibIOkoi Exa-
TepPUHBI APAaroHCKOM CKPBIBAIUCH OOJIb M pa309apoBaHUe, M OHA
MoJTya HaOJofaia 3a TeM, Kak ee COOCTBEHHBIH JTIOOUMBIA Cy-
IPYT MPEANOYUTAET €1 MUJIOBUIHOE JIMYMKO MOJIOAOM (paBOpPUT-
k1. HeBOJIbHO BCTPETUBIIMCH B3IJISIOM C KOpoJieBou, bpuruaa
BCIIBIXHYJIA U YJIBIOHYNIACh, a Korjaa Exateprna yisiOHynach e B
OTBET, AEBYIIIKAa C BOCTOProm noaymaia: «Bsl 1 Toiabko Bbl Ha-
ma uctuHHas koposera! Jla 6marocnosu Bac I'ocions! 51 Oyny
MosiuTh Ero BepHyTh Bam cuactbe u 1mokoit!».

Kpaem rnaza 3ameTHB, ¢ KAKMM BOCTOPIOM JIIOOYETCs1 KOpOoIie-
BOI1 Mofipyra, AJibeHOopa HEBOJILHO YJIBIOHY/IACh, TIOAYMAaB O TOM,
KaK ke HavBHa U HeBuHHA bpuruna. Cama xe mucc HopToH cra-
BUJIA CTaBKy Ha AHHY BoneiiH u ¢ uHTEepecom paccmarpuBaia
€€ TOHKOE JIMIIO: OJIMBKOT'O LIBETA KOXKA, TEMHBIE, TIOUYTH YEPHBIE



I71a3a, TOro ¥ CMOTPU YTOHEIlb B HUX, TEMHbIE BOJIOCHI, €Ba BU/I-
HEIOIIUeCs U3-TIof1 60TaTo PACIIMTOTO 30JI0THIMU HUTSIMU (DpaH-
Iy3cKoro 6opmoBoro yeria. Huuero ocobenHoro, camasi oObIu-
Hasl BHEIIHOCTb, OHa bpuruae u B nogmerku He roautes... Ho
ObLIO B MHcC BoleiiH 4To-To mpUTSrareibHOe, 4TO-TO BOJIIE0-
HOE ¥ HEOOBSICHUMOE, YTO 0YapOBaJIO MPOHUIIATENBHYI0 AJbe-
Hopy. CpaBHMB CTapyl0 KOpPOJIEBY U MOJIOAYIO (PaBOPUTKY, Ae-
ByIIKa 6€3 JIOJruX pa3ayMUid pelia, Koro i3 HUX CTOUT TMOJ-
Jep)KUBaTh, M KTO U3 HUX B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ocTaHetcs ¢ ['eHpu-
xoM. Hert, He nous M3abemtst u ®epaunanna! He ata ropnas,
BeJIMUECTBEHHAsI UCTIAHCKasl puHIlecca!

«Kak TospKO OH M30aBUTCS OT CTAPOU JKEHBI, MOMPOIITY OTIA
OTIPABUTh MEHSI KO JBOPY, ITYCTh MPUJIOKUT BCE YCUITHS, YTOOBI
cienarb MeHs (pperiMHOM AHHBL. BHE BCAKMX COMHEHUMU: OHA
csAneT Ha TpoH. Pano munm no3aHo, Ekarepune npuaercs oTouTu
B cTOpoHY. CIy’)KUTbh TaKON KOpOJIEBE, Kak IpeJjiecTHasi AHHa, —
OfIHO yHoBoOJIbeTBHE. JKaub, uto cepatie bpurust Oynet pazouro,
HO JKU3Hb JKECTOKA, U BHIUTPHIBAET B HE TOT, KTO He OOUTCS Jie-
JIaTh BBICOKUE CTAaBKU» — MOAyMasia AJbeHopa U, PeluB HEMHO-
'O MOAUIYTUTh HaJl IOAPYIOM, IIETHYJIa eu:

— Mucc Boneiin Oyaer npekpacHoii koposieBoii. Best EBporna
OyzeT 3aBUI0BaTh HAIIEMY KOPOJTO!

— Droro He ciayuutcs! ExarepuHa, BOT, KTO ObUIa, €CTh U OY-
JeT KOpPOJIEBOM AHIVIMM ! — e1Ba CIIBIIIIHO, C HETOJJOBAHUEM B IpY-
J1, OTBETWIIA Ha 310 bpuruga. — AnbeHopa, g nogymaina, 4ro He
crout Tede OecenoBath ¢ BuibsamMom 000 MHE U TOBOPUTH MY



0 Moel mo0Bu. He xenaro, yToOBI OH JKEHWICA HAa MHE U3-3a CO-
CTpajIaHusl.

— Kak noxenaer TBoe ceprneuko. Obernan, 4To 1 CJIOBa eMy HU
CKaxy, — cornacuiach AnbeHopa. — Ho, eciu oH He keHUTCs Ha
Tebe, To Oyzer cambiM OosbiM TrymiioM B mupe! Ho, mymaio,
MHE CTOUT OOBSICHUTCS C HUM: CETO/IHSI YTPOM, €Ilie JI0 3aBTPaKa,
MO¥ OTell CKa3aJl ero OTIy O TOM, YTO CBaJbObI He OyJIeT.

— U 4ro ToT? — nonnrepecoBasiach bpurna.

— Tort 6bi1 B sipoctu. Ho MO¥ OTell B MUJIOCTH Y KOPOJIsl, T10-
TOMY €3py ThIOpY MPUITUIOCH MTPOIJIOTUTH CBOIO OOUIY U TPH-
HATH MoOe pemieHue... bpuruma? — AjbeHopa 00eCIIOKOEHHO
BCMOTpEJach B MoOJIeTHEBIIIEe JIMIIO MOJPYTH U €€ IMPOKO-pac-
KpbIThIe (hHATTKOBBIE TJ1a3a.

— MHe HyxHO yiiTu! — nuckHysa bBpuruna u sxemnasa 6bL10 Mo-
KUHYTb CBOE MECTO, HO AJIbeHOpa yCIiesla CXBaTUTh ee 3a IIHUPO-
KU, paCIIUThIN PyKaB IJIaThs.

— Vittu? D10 Oyner HeyBakeHHe K KOposo! A eciu OH yBU-
InT?

— Ckaxu, 4to MHE cTayio AypHO... [Totom Bce Tebe 0OBsC-
HI0! — Bpuruaa cuiioii BelpBasia CBOM pyKaB U3 JIAIOHU TIOIPYTH,
IIPUTHYBIINC, MOMSTUIACH, BRICBOOOIWIIACH M3 TOJITHI U TTOCIIe-
111 K ABEPSIM.

V nBepeit, Kak 1eTTHOM e, CTOPOKUII, MPSYACh OT MCTUTETb-
Horo B3misiga AHHbI boneitH, cap ['ws, orery bpuruapl. Yeuaen
J04b, cOETalolylo U3 3aJ1a, OH KUHYJ Ha Hee YOUICTBEHHO-XO-
JIOIHBIN B3IJIsI/, OT KOTOPOTO Ta MOKPbLIACh MypalllKamMu, HO He



OCTaHOBUJIACh.

AJbeHOpa OblIa Tak 00eCIIOKOeHA BHE3AIMHBIM YXOIOM TTOIPY-
T'd, YTO XkJaja yaoOHOro MOMEHTA, KOIjIa BCe HAUHYT 3aHUMATh
MecTa y CToja, 4ToObl OTIIPaBUThCS Beien 3a bpurunoi u mo-
Moub erd. OTHaKo, e/1Ba OHa CJiesiajia I1ar K iBepH, Kak jeau Hop-
TOH, BIPYI OKa3aBLIAsCS PAAOM C JIOYEPhIO, MATKO, HO LIEMKO
B3slJ1a €e MOJl PyKy W mpoiuenTtaia ed Ha yxo: «Ilyctb uaer. Th
e He KeJlaelllb, YTOObI KOPOJIb 3aMEeTHJI ee, a He TeOs1? DTo TBOM
IIaHC TIPUBJIEYb K cebe BHUMaHue | »

AJTb€HOpA TSKENO B3JOXHYJIA, HO CITPaBEJIMBbIE CJIOBA MaTe-
Y 3aCTaBUJIM €€ U3MEHUTh CBOE pEIIeHNe, U, BMECTE, AaMbl I'pa-
LIMO3HO HAIPaBWJIKCh K CTOTY.



I'nmaBa 4

Oma 3HaJia, 4TO OTel BUJEN €€, 3HajIa, YTO OH MOogyMaJl U Kak
cuiibHO paszosmuwics. Ho Bpuruae 6bi10 6e3pa3indHo, Kak Joi-
ro oterl OyIeT YHIKaTh M OCKOPOJIATh €e 32 BHE3AIHbIN YXOII U3
00eJIEeHHOTO 3aJ1a: il XOTeJI0Ch JIMIIb OTHOTO — 3alIePEThCs B CBO-
X [TOKOSIX, JIEUb B TIOCTEJIb U C TOJIOBOM YKPBIThCA ofestiiom. OHa
Jernaja TakK, Korjaa Obuia MaJIeHbKOU JeBOYKOU, BO BpeMsi IPO3bl,
HO B 3TOT pa3 rpo3a 3acraja €€ B MOrOXUi JIETHUM JEHb, U OHA
MHCTUHKTHBHO eJajla CKPBIThCS OTO BCEX, 3AIUTUTHCS JOOPO-
BOJIbHBIM 3aTBOPHUYECTBOM.

Tenepb-To bpuruna 3Hana, Kem oka3aauch CllydaiiHble CBU/IE-
TeJIM ee no3opa. Jleau u ee cynpyr Ha 4YepHou JiecTHuie. B 3aie
JeBYIIKA y3HAJa UX royoca, ¥ ee cepile 3a0UI0ch Tak ObICTPO,
KaK KpOJIMK, YOEraloluii OT 3/IbIX OXOTHUYbUX COOAK.

V3nana i ee koponea? Bo3amoxno. Ho Bpsiz it Ob1 OHa cTa-
Jla ienath el 3aMevaHne, Belb OHa Tak J0Opa M MUJIA.

Kopousb 1 koposieBa BUAEM €€ IOKPHITOM I'PA3BIO € TOJIOBHI J10
Hor. OHU cMesTICh HaJl Held, TpaB/a, 1I00pOAYyIHO, HO BCE XeE. . .
Bpuruna He xenana ciyyailHo nonactbcs Ha ri1a3a Ero Bennue-
CTBY U BBICJIyILIATh €TI0 NIYTKHA O TOM HEOXXKHUIAHHOU BCTPEYE. ..
Ona He *keaja CJbIIIATh €ro rojJ0C COBCEM: MIOMHS O TOM, Kak
’KECTOKO M OCKOPOMTEJIBHO OH Pa3roBapuBall CO CBOEH CyNpyroiu
Ha JIECTHUILIE, U TO, KAK OTKPBITO YHKAET €€ MU COOCTBEHHOM
JBOpE, IEBYIIKA BO3HEHABUAEA €0, U € HEMPUATHO CTAJIO Ja-



JK€ HaXOOUTHCSI C HUM B OJHOM MoMelieHun. Het, oHa Ha Mor-
J1a 6oJiee BBIHOCUTD TOTO MPEeHeOpeKeHus U TpyOOCTH, KOTOPYIO
['eHpUX C TaKWM YIOBOJILCTBUEM IIBHIPST B JIMIIO CBOEH 3aKOH-
HOW CYIIpyre, KopojieBe AHIJIUH.

HaGmonath 3a caMOOBOJILHBIMHM YJIbIOKaMu BosieiiHOB, KOTO-
pbix Mucc ['u3 yxe Bunena npexje, Korjaa B MoCAeqHHA pa3 Mo-
celaia otia M Math B JIOH/IOHe, B Te BpeMeHa, KOrJia OH ObLI CO-
BETHUKOM KOpOJIsi, ObUIO BbIIIE ee cril. OHa OMHMJIA 3TY Kaj-
HYIO JIO BJIACTU CEMEeNKY, KOTOpasi K TOMy MOMEHTY yke ycriena
MOJIOKUTh B KOPOJIEBCKYIO TMOCTEJb MOJ MOXOTIMBOro I'eHpuxa
apyryio Borneiin, poiHyio cectpy AHHBI, Mapu. U, Obl1a yBepeHa
Bpuruna, oHu OyIyT KJIacTh B €ro MOCTesb BCEX JICBYIIEK U3 MX
pora, UL Obl OCTABATLCS Y BJIACTU U BIMATH Ha KOposst. OHH,
KaK KJIEIIY, TPUCOCATTUCh K HEMY U HUKAaK He JKeJlaJld YCTynaTh
cBoe MecTto. Mucc I'm3 3Hana Bcex BosieliHOB B JIMIIO M HEHa-
Buzena ux. Takke, Kak ee oTell, KOTOpOMY OfIHA eMHCTBEHHAS
KOJIKOCTb B afipec AHHBI, 3aBJIAJIEBINEH CepIIIeM KOPOJIsl, HACKY-
YUBIIIETO OT IJIOTH JIPYTOM CECTPBI, CTOMJIA MY JOKHOCTH, Ka-
pbephl, TUTYyNa U BausHUs. [la, AHHa Jepxana cBOell HeKHOH
pyukoii ['eHprxa B y3/ie, Kak MOTY4ero, HO IJTyTIOrO KOHsI, ¥ CBO-
MU TpeOOBaHUSIMU K HeMy pa3BecTuch ¢ Exarepunoii Aparon-
CKOI, MeJIJIEHHO, HO BEPHO OTPaBJIsijia KU3Hb MocyenHe. .. Her,
KaKOe cYacThe, YTO OTIIa U3rHau co ABopa! bpuruae He npuxo-
JIMJIOCh BUJETh TOT €XKEAHEBHbIN yXkKac, KOTOPbIA BUAEIN (ppei-
JIMHBI KOPOJICBHI.

Kak xoporrio, 4to nipu iBope o cyriecTBoBaHuH [ 130B 3a0bI-



. [Tycth otent 1 MaTh Bpurujibl ObUIH 037100 I€HHBI STHM M CTPe-
MUWJIMCh BEPHYThCS, CaMa JIeBYIIKa MOKJIsUIach cede, UTo ee HO-
ra OoJIbIlie HUKOTJIA He CTYINT TY/a, rae oOmkaloT Ekarepuny, u
r7e TJIeTeT CBOM TEMHBIE MHTPUTU ceMeNCcTBO boieitHOB.

3aiisis1 B CBOM MOKOM, bpuruia mocneniHo CHsijia ¢ rojioBbl Ye-
Tell, Jierjia Ha KpoBaTh U YCTaJIO 3aKpblja rJ1asa.

— IMoxanyiicra, Orenr HeGecHsIi, mporiry Teds1, 0CBOOOIN KO-
poJieBy OT cTpafanuii! BepHu Kopostio pa3ym v OTBEPHHM €ro rpe-
Xa mpeTo0oIercTBal — ropsJo MpoIenTaia JIeByIIKa v MoIes1o-
BaJIa MAJICHbKUU 30JIOTOM KPECTHK, YKpalawimii ee mew. Ee
CXBaTWJIU B TUIEH SMOIIMU, U OHA, 3aKPbIB JIUIIO JIAJOHSMU, TUXO
pacriiakaniachk. Teso ropeso, el ObUIO XKapKO, HO BHYTPH JEBYIII-
Ka ObLJIa OXBAYE€HA XOJIOIOM.

— Yro TbI ceOe 1mo3BoIselIb, HerogHas aeBuoHka? CoBceM OT
pyk orounace! Ceiiuac e BO3Bpalllaiicsl B 3aJ1 U OYapOBbIBAi
KOpoJisi! — BAPYT pa3aajics MOYTH KUBOTHBIN PBIK, OT KOTOPOTO
Bpuruza B3aporHyaa v UCIyraHHO pacraxHyJia I1asa.

B xomHary nouepu Bomen cap ['u3. On Obi1 B3O€IIIEH, ero ra-
3a CJIOBHO ChINaiu UCKpbl. [lofgoiast Kk KpoBaTH, OH PHIBKOM 3a-
CTaBWJI I0Yb JIeUb Ha CIIMHY ¥ 3aMaxHYJICS CBOEU OOJTBIIION CHJTh-
HOW PYKOW.

— Oren... He Geiite mens! He 6efite! — mpoxpurena 6exHast
neByiika. OT cTpaxa, TSKEIbIX pa3MbIIIIEHAN U OCKOPOIEHHBIX
YYyBCTB, OHA TMOOJIE/IHENa HACTOIBKO, UTO 3TO 3aCTaBUIIO €€ TH-
paHa-oTIIa yAepKaThCsl OT yAapa U MOJA03PUTENIHHO TIPUIILYPUTD
raas3a.



— IlpuTBOpsienibess OONMBHOW? — HEIOBEPUYMBO CIPOCHI CIP
['u3. OH He KeJayl BEpUTH B TO, UTO €r0 I0YEPH MOTJIO OBITh TIO-
X0: TOJIBKO He ceiuac, KOorja BHU3Y, B 00eIECHHOM 3ajie BOcce/ia-
et caM Koposib AHriu! OHa J107:KHA ObITh TaM, XOTh ITPU CMEp-
TH, XOTb B MOJlyoOMOpouHoM coctosinuu! Koposnb 1o/keH yBu-
JIeTh €€ PEIKOCTHYI0 KPacoTy M TacTh K ee Horam, 3a0bITh IPO
A10BUTYI0 3Me10 AHHY boneiin!

— He cmeto nputBopAThes, ¢3p... TpyaHo aplmiath! — eaBa Bbl-
JOXHyJa bpuruaa, u BAPYr pyku, KOTOPIMUA OHA MOMBITAJIACh
IPUKPBITHCS OT BO3MOXKHOTO yriapa OTIia, Oe3BOJIbHO yIaiv Ha
KPOBAaTh, 3pa4KH €€ IJ1a3 3aKATUJIUCh, U BEKU IIOTHO 3aKPbUIHCh.

— UYro ¢ ToOO, ApsiHHAS JEBUOHKA? — C HEKOTOPBIM CTPAXOM,
HO OOJIbIIIe C THEBOM, MPOMOJNBIII c3p M3 u, kenas npuBecTu
JI0Yb B YyBCTBO, HE Kajes CWJI, yIapwui ee 1o OeJIoi mmeKe pac-
KPBITOH JIAJOHBIO.

[omeunna nomorna: bpuruaa MeiIeHHO OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a U TS-
JKeJI0 3ajblIlaa.

— Banymaua 3a6omets? — Cap ['u3 erie HeCKOIBKO pa3 MoXJIo-
TaJ1 JI04b IO I1I€Ke, CJIOBHO NbITAsICh BEPHYTh €1 pyMsiHell. — bpu-
ruja, s npukaseiBaio tede... — Ho Bapyr nodexasinuve u3 1ia3
JEBYIIIKY CJIe3bl 3aCTaBUIIM €ro nomMopiuThes. Ero riaza okpyr-
JIVJTACh: UIMEHHO TaK OH MOTEPs CBOEro cbiHa. CBOEro Hacie-
HUKA.

Tomac I'u3 ymep B Bo3pacte nsiTHaauaT# Jiet. Ero cmepth Obl-
Jla BHE3AIHOM, BeJlb HUKTO HE OKUJAJ, YTO BHICOKUM, IIUPOKO-
TIJIEYMI CUJIBHBIN I0HOIIA TOKMHET TPEIIHYI0 36MJIIO 32 KaKHUX-TO



napy 4acoB IOCJIe TOro, Kak OH cJier B noctesnb. ['opstuas nunkas
KOXa, TSKeJIoe OOPBIBUCTOE JbIXaHUE, 3aKATHIBAIOIIUE TIO/T BEKU
3padku... Tomaca yHecsa ropsiuka, HeM3BECTHO OTKY/A B3sIBIIIA-
sicsl, a Tenepb 3Ta cMepTenbHasi 00JIe3Hb 3aJymala 0ToOpaTh y
['u30B eliie U 104b, X €IUHCTBEHHOTO peOeHKA.

Otia Bpuruapl oxBaTui yxac: HEeT, OH He KeJiaJl TOTEPSTh
noub! ['ocrionp, He 3abupaii ee Tak paHo! OH KiIstHeTCs OOJIbIIe
HUKOT/Ia He OCKOpOJIATD ee, HO Oy/IeT JiesesiTh, KaK Jiesesiia CBO-
ero Muanenna-Criacurens Omaras [lesa Mapusi! Cmepts 000mX
CBOMX JieTelt oH He mepeHeceT! OH He B criiax OOJIbIle BUIETD,
KaK HaBCerJa MCYe3aloT B CTApPOM CeMEWHOM CKJIere €ro JeTH,
IUIOIBI €T0 KU3HU !

— JJoub MoOs... — BBIJOXHYJ ¢3p. Ero qmio caenanoch Takum
e OenbIM, Kak Jmiio bpuruapl. OH cXBaTHII IEBYIIKY B OOBSATHS,
KpernKoe mpuxkai K cebe 1 ToNesoBa ee ropsmiuii jJ100. — bpu-
ruaa! Ocranbest ¢ Hamu! §l He cMor criacTu TBoero Opata, HO He
TO3BOJII0 cMepTH 3a0path u Teds! Tlonexu, 1oub Mos... S mo-
30BYy TBOIO Marthb... OHa 3Haert, 4to genars! — Cap ['u3 octopoxk-
HO TIOJIOKHJI JI0Ub OOPaTHO Ha MOCTE b, C YYBCTBOM IOIIEIOBAIT
ee BJIaXHYIO OT 1M0Ta PyKy M, KaK CTpea, BhIOekall U3 MOKOEeB,
I'POMKO IPU3bIBAsI IPUCIYTY.

«JTrobute cBOMX JieTet, moka oHu kuBbL. Clie3aMu UX U3 CMep-
TH HE TIOAHATH». JKeCTOKUi oTell, HaCMeXaloIIUICs HaJl YMCTON
NIepBOH JTIOOOBBIO CBOEH JOUYEPH, YHIKAIOIIWH ee 32 MaJIeHIIi
MYCTSIK ¥ He pa3 OMBIIUI €€ M0 pyKaM TOHKOW PO3TOM, TOJIBKO
Terepb OCO3HAN, UTO JIIOOUT Bpurumy, v 4To, ecim norepsier ee,



TO MOTEPSIET BCE. ... B TOM Yricie BO3MOKHOCTh BHOBb BO3BBICUT-
ca. Benp, eciim bpuruna, camas kpacusasi IeByIIKa BO Bcer AH-
VUK, YMPET, Y HETO HEe OCTaHETCs HU €IMHOTO 11aHCa BEPHYTh-
csl BO IBOpEIl M TIOJIyYUTh OOpaTHO CBOM TUTYIbI U 3eMuid. Ho,
HECMOTPSI Ha aJTYHOCTh M XOJIOIHBIN pacyeT, ObICTPO IIarasi mo
KopHuaopy, c3p ['m3 mymasn Tompko 00 OJHOM: OH HE MOXET TO-
TEpATH €elle U A04b! YMpEeT OHa, YMpET U ero ayuia. A 4ro cra-
Het ¢ ee marepbio? OHa nomeraercs ot ropsi! bor ¢ HUM ¢ Ko-
posnem! ITycTh pa3BiekaeTcs co 3mMeerd AHHOM boneiH, mycThb 3Ta
ceMelKa MpojIoKaeT U Jalipllle OTPABJIATh pa3yM jaypaka ['en-
puxa! EMy Hy)HO criacT CBOIO IeBOUKY, CBOI0 bpuruny, enus-
CTBEHHOE CBOE JIUTSI.

— To1! [IpuHecu B mokor Bpuruabl X0M01HON BOJB M YMCTHIX
Tpsinok! Ceitvac xe! — rpy0o mpukasan cap ['u3 nepoit momnas-
HIeificss eMy MoJ pyKy CJyKaHKe, a Ta, Jla)ke YPOHHB METIy OT
HEOXXUJAHHOCTH, MOJHsJIa MOA0J CBOErO CTApOro IUIaThsl U MO-
Oe’kasa BHIIOTHSTD TO, YTO €l IOPYYMIIH.

«51 ymupao? Ho kak xe Bunbssm?» — mpoHecsoch B Opemy
BocrasieHHoro Mo3ra bpuruael. Eil Obuto Tak xapko, 4TO OHa
*KeJana CHATh ¢ ceOsl BCIO OIEKY M OCTaThCsl HAroil, HO ee TeJo
HACTOJIBKO 0OCJ1a0JI0, UTO OHA HEe MOTJIA MOIIEBEJUTh JIaXKe Majlb-
naMu pyk. Koxka rosoBsl noj TsKeJIbIM MCIAHCKUMM YEeTOM Ha-
MOKJIa, BOJIOCHI CJIMILIUCH, JI0OO OBUT YCHITIAaH KaruissMu mota. [e-
BYIIIKE Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO €€ )KUBbEM C)KUTAJIM HA KOCTPE, KaK Be/b-
My.

OnHax bl OHA BHUJENA, KaK CKUTAIM BeAbMY. JTO Obl1a MO-



Jiofiast KEeHIIUHA C JIJTMHHBIMU Y€PHBIMU BOJIOCAMH M TOITYOBIMU
rnasamu. Ee, oneTyio nuiilb B TOPBAHHOE HMKHEE IUIAThe, MOJ
CBUCT U MPOKJISATHUS TOJIMBI MPUBSA3AIU K CTONOY, OKPYKEHHO-
My CYXUM XBOPOCTOM M CEHOM, U BCKOPE OT HEE OCTAJICS TOJIb-
KO YTOJIbHBIN CHITYST. Bpuruse ka3zanaochk, 4To 3T0 OHa ObLiia TOW
BE/IbMOM, YTO 3TO €€ TEJIO KAAHO MOKUPATIO IIaMsl.

— AnbeHopa, npoinaii, cectpa! BuitbsiM, 1000Bb MOS. .. — eiBa
CJIBIIIHO MpollenTaa aeByuika. — ['ocrioau, coxpanu Koposesy !

UYepes Mur ee NoriaoTuiia TEeMHOTA.

Korpa neByiiika BHOBb OTKpbLIA I71a3a, COJHIE YKE CEJIO 3a ro-
PU30HT, U Ha AHIJIMIO OMYCKAJIUCh BeuepHUe cyMepku. OaHaKko
Bpuruna He Moria MoHsITh, CKOJILKO BpeMeHH OHa Oblia 6e3 co-
3HaHUS: OOJIBIIME OKHA €€ TIOKOEB ObUIM TUIOTHO 3aKPbITHI TEM-
HBIMHU TITOpaMu. B Bo3yxe ObUT IBCTBEHHO CJIBIIIIEH apOMAT Ce-
Ha U [IBETOB: 3TO MaTh JICBYIIIKH ITPHKa3aJia YCTEUTh MO, YTOOBI
OOJIErYUTh TSKEYIO Y4acTh JOYEPU U MPUIATh CIIEPTOMY BO3/1Y-
Xy MaJIeHbKUX [MOKOEB CBEXECTU. B KaMUHe ;kapKo ropesi OroHb,
U PAAOM C HUM, 3aCHYB B Kpeciie, cuaena jgeau ['n3. Jlnme mia-
MsI KaMHMHA OCBEIAJI0 KOMHATY, HO 3TOro ObLIO JOBOJBHO, YTO-
Obl POrHATh TEMHOTY, a MOTyMpakK ObLT 1aXKe MPUSITEH YCTATbIM
rnazam bpurugpl.

Bpuruya Hanuia B ceOe CHIIBI CJIeTKa TPUTIOMHATHCS Ha TIO-
JyIIKax ¥ OOHApyXWJa, YTO JIEKUT B TOCTEJIH JIMIIL B OJHOU
HOYHOI pyOallike, a ee BOJIOCHI 3arlIeTi B KOCY, YT0O He MEIIaH.

«3HaunT, g Bce elle xusBa... Ho kak 0oaur Bce moe Teino!
Hoert kaxnas koctouka!» — HEBOJIBHO MTPOHECIIOCH B pa3yMe Je-



Bymike. Hecmotps Ha 607b, Bpuruia uyBcTBoBaia cedst HEMHOTO
Jyyllle: )ap, CKUraIINU ee, IPoMaj, HO KOXa OCTaBaJlaCh Io-
psYell U JIMIIKOM, U HOYHas pyOallika HeMpUATHO JIUILIA K Tey.

— Marymuika! Maryika, 310 Bbl? — TUXO CIIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIIKA.
Ee ronoc mpo3By4an HaapbIBUCTO U C MPUAbIXaHUEM, HO JIean
I'm3 He menoxHynach: OHa Kpenko cnana. — Marymka! — Hanps-
rasi BCe CWJIbl, OCTaBIIIMECS B HEW MOciie MPUCTyNa, MOBTOpUIIA
Bpuruga, u B 10T pa3 ycrasnas KeHIIUHA MEJJIEHHO OTKpbUIa
rasa. — Marymka! Kak g paga, 4To Bbl 31€Cb! — TPOMKO ITPO-
nientasia bpuruaa, v nonsiTajiach MPOTSAHYTh K MaTepH PyKy.

— Jlexu, quTs MO€e, He JBUTamncs ! — 1ackoBO cka3zasa jgeau [ s,
MOCIIEIIIHO BCTaBasi C Kpeca U noaxoas Kk jouepu. OHa Bcrasia Ha
KOJICH! Y M3TOJIOBbSI KPOBATH, HE Kajiess OapXxaTHOW 100K CBOE-
IO IUIaThsl, ¥ B3sJ1a JIAJIOHb JJOYEPU B CBOIW. — MBI Tam ucIyra-
mvck! YV TeOst ObUT TIPUCTYTI, @ Mbl HUYETO He MOIJIM CHesaTh! —
Ona BCXJIMIIHYJIA U HEXKHO moriaauia auio bpuruapl, OnenHoe
U ropsiuee.

Ycapimas o ToM, yTo bpuruae cnenanoce mioxo, 4ro, Kaxer-
cs1, Ha Hee HaraJs MPUCTYI TOpsuKy, Jeau [ U3 nocnemmia K Hei,
1o3a0bIB O KOpoJie, KopoJieBe U 3aBTpake. OHa Oblia kKecToKa K
CBOEW JJOYEPHU Y HUKOI/Ia HE HAXOAWIa AJisl Hee JIACKOBOI'O CJIO-
Ba, HO TeNepb, KOT/a ee J04Yb OblIa HA CMEPTHOM OJIpe, MaTepHH-
CKas MoOOBb, MpATABIIAsICA TIIYOOKO B ee Jylle, OXBaTHIa BCe
ee cymectBo. OHa npoBesyia B KOMHate bpuruapl Bech eHb, He
OTXOAMJIA OT Hee, COOCTBEHHOPYYHO pasfesia ee v mepeojesia B
HOYHYIO pyOariky, cMaunBaia o0 AeBYIIKA MOKPBIMU TPSITIKA-



MU U TOpS40 MOIWIack. JInie K Bedepy, korga bpuruaa nepe-
cTaJla METaThCs B TOCTENH, Jieau [ 'u3 no3Boiuia cebe HEMHOIO
OT/IOXHYTh B KpecJie y KaMHHa, 1, e[jBa ceJia, KaKk TOTYacC 3aCHY-
na. Kak u ee cymnpyr, 9Ta )KeHIMHA KaKAYI0 CEKyH]ly CTpajaia
OT MOTePH JIIOOMMOTO ChIHA, U BO3MOXHAsI TOTEPU JI0UEpH CHe-
JIAJIA €€ UMEHHO TaKOW, KAKOM U JTOJIKHA OBITh MATh — JIIOOAIIENA
1 3a00TIUBO.

— Oren ouenb cepautcsa? — Ha rybax Bpurumasl mosiBuiach
€/1Ba 3aMeTHasl YJIbIOKa: OHA HUKOT/IA B KU3HU HE BHJEJA CBOIO
MaTh TaKOM. .. Takoi OJM3KOM, TAKOM HEKHOU K HEM.

— OH He cepautcs, nutsa moe! He cepaurcs coBcem! Kak on
MoxkeT? Mebl enBa He notepsiim 1e0s! — Jlequ ['u3 mmpoko yisio-
HYJIach, M T0 ee IeKe Mpooeskaa ciie3a paJocTh: ee J09b KrBa!
I'ocrionp noiaaun ee!

— Ho oH Tak xenaii, 4ToObl S COILIA B HU3 M YJIBIOATach KO-
poJIIo. ..

— AX, 3a0yap! TBOs KM3HH HAM HAMHOTO JJOPOXE, YEM BCE KO-
POJIM MHpa U BCEe UX COKPOBUIITHUIIBI! §1 3HAI0, MBI OBLITA CTPOTH
¢ TOOOM, MOPOM, CAUIIKOM. .. HO MBI TBOM pOUTENN, U MBI JIIO-
OuM TeOs1. — DT CIIOBa JIaKCh JieAn [ U3 ¢ HEKOTOPHIM TPYIOM,
Be/Ib 3TO OBUI NIEPBBIM pa3, KOrja oHa ckazasia bpuruae o cBoeit
MaTepUHCKOU JIIOOBH.

— 5l mocTapaioch BBI3IOPOBETH KaK MOKHO CKOpEE. .. — Havyasia
OBLIO JIEBYIIIKA, KPEMKO CKaB JIaJJOHb MATEPH.

— Koposb yexan, — KOpoTKo cKa3ajia ee MaTh.

— VYexan? Tak ObicTpo? — yauBuiack bpuruaa.



— [locne 3aBTpaka OH U €ro CBUTA MPOAOJIKUIIM ITyTh. Mexty
['eHprXOM M KOPOJIEBOM MPOMU3OILIA HENMPUATHAS CLIEHA, U OH
TaK Pa303JIUJICS, YTO TOTYAC NOKUHYJI 3aMOK.

— bennas Ekarepuna! — nomopimiace bpuruaa, uyBcTBys K
KOPOJIEBE HEIMOJIEIBHYIO KAJIOCTh. — DTO BCE U3-32 AHHBI Bo-
JIEVH, He Tak Ju?

— 41 He 3Hal0, C Yero Bce HaYaJIOCh, HO OH BIPYI MOAHSAJICS
CO CBOEro Mecrta, 0OBUHWI EkatepuHy B HEyBaKeHUH, B3sUI TIO]T
pyKy 3Ty neBully boneiin u nokunyn 3a1. U yxe yepes yac Bce
yexaud. .. Ho Tebe He cTouT 6eCriOKOUThCS O KOPOJIeBe: OHA 3Ha-
eT Kakou y I eHpuxa BcIplIbuMBbIM XapakTep. — Jlenu I'u3 3amon-
yaja, He jKeJiasi paccKa3blBaTh OOJBHOW JI0YEPH O TOM, C KaKH-
MU HaIJIbIMK YXMBUTKaMU HAOJTI0/IATIO 32 CLIEHOU ceMencTBO bo-
neiHoB. — Tebe Hy)xHO oTnoXHYTh. U MHe... CoBceM HEMHOTO,
s o0erian, YTo BEpHYCh K TeOe uepes mapy 4acosB... AJbeHopa
TpeboBaia, YTOObI € pa3pelnid yXaXuBaTh 3a TOOOW, HO TBOU
OTel| He BITyCTUJI €€.

— D10 Myapoe peiieHre. A BAPYr oHa 3apaszutcsi? OHa oOmna-
JaeT Ha YIMBJIEHUE KPEIKUM 310POBbEM, HO IYCTh JIy4Ille MO-
JMTCA 3a MO0 Jylly, TaK €l M NepejanTe, MaTyllka, — BHOBb
ynbiOHyack bpuruga. OHa He Kejajna OTIyCKaTh MaTh, TeTepb,
KOIJa Ta TaK CUJIbHO U3MEHWIA K HEW OTHOIIEHUE, HO TOHUMA-
Jia, 4TO TOW HeoOXoAuM ObLT OTABIX. — ViauTe, Matyiiika, s 4yB-
cTBYIO ceds syurie. Eciu 6outech 3a MeHsI — OCTaBbTe HOUEBAThb
CO MHOM CITy’KaHKY.

Jlenu T'w3 monenoBana o6 gouepy, 3a00TIMBO B30WIIA TIO-



JYUIIKY 0] €€ TOJIOBOH U, ellie pa3 nogapus bpuruje nouenyu, B
KOTOPBIN OHA BJIOKHJIA BCIO CBOIO IIPOCHYBIITYIOCS B HEH JTIOOOBD,
MOKMHYJIA TIOKOM.

Bpuruaa 3akpbuia m1asa u, crapasich He JyMaTb HU O KOpoJle-
Be, HU 0 Busbsime, nonbiTanack 3aCHYTh, HO BAPYT JIBEpb BHOBb
OTBOpWUJIach, U B KOMHATY, OfleTasi B HOYHbIE IUIAThe U Yerell,
IPOLIMBITHYJIA AJIb€HOpa.

— He noaxomu ko MHe! A BApyr 3apasuliibcsi? — C TPeBOIrow,
CMEILIaHHOM C PaJIoCThio, BOCKJIMKHYJIA bpuruaa.

Ho AnbeHopa He cTania ciaymiarh Noapyry, noaoiuia K KpoBa-
TH U ceJia psijioM ¢ bpuruou.

— Koposnb yexai, — ObuIo nepBbIM, UTO yCIbIINaNa O0IbHAS.

— 4 3na0. Maryiika yxe ckazaja MHe, — ITpoMoJsiBuiIa bpu-
ruja.

— Tol Takas O;1eaHas. .. Most 6ejiHast, MOsI Xopoiasi. . . — AJibe-
HOpa HAMOYMJIA TPSTKY U CTajla 00TUpaTh JUIIO noApyru. — Kak
ThI BCEX Hac Hamyraya! A MHe faxe He 1anu 3a00TuThes o Tede!

— IIpocru. ..

— I'mynenbkas, pa3Be 3a Takoe MPOCAT MPOIeHus1?

— Hymaio, Tebe syuriie MOKMHYTh MeHs1. TBou poautenu Oy-
JOyT OYeHb OIeYasieHbl, €CJIM Thl TOXE CISDKEIlb, — C1a00 yibio-
Hysack bpuruna. Ho kak eii HpaBuiack 3a0ota ee noxapyru! ['o-
JIoC AJIbeHOPBI TToI0aIpruBajl, 0OBOJIAKMBAJI, KaK KpacuBas 00/1-
past ecHs.

— He cnsry. YV mens npocto HeroGenumoe 310poBbe, Kak To-
BOpUT Most Oadyiika! A oHa y MeHs1 Myapast KeHIIIUHA, MHOTO



Yero yBujesa U Mo3Haja 32 CBOIO KU3Hb. — AJIbeHOpa JeJIOBU-
TO MPOIOIIKAIA OOTUPATH JIUIIO MOAPYTY MOKPOU TPSITIKOM, a 3a-
TeM MPUKOCHYJAch KO JIOy Bpuruapl BHyTpeHHEN CTOPOHOM J1a-
JoHu. — He momoraer... Tbl BCA ropuitsb.

— Ho s uyBcTBYI0 ce0Os1 HAMHOTO Jiydinie, yeM yTpoM... Kak
’KaJb, 9TO 51 HE CMOIJIA XOTbh, CTIOBOM, OOMOJIBUTHCS C KOPOJIEBOM
Exkarepunon. OHa BbIIJIsI[IENa TAKOU MeYaabHOM, a KOPOJIEBCKAs
cBuTa OyATO BOBCE He 3aMeyasa ee. byaro oHa Obuta OpoiiieHa
BCEMHU, — B3[I0XHYyJIa bpuruaa.

— Ona cama BuHOBaTa. Ecim Obl OHa He BBICTaBJISIA KOPO-
JIO CTOJNIBKO TpeOoBaHMil HacueT AHHBI BolneiiH, OH mourpasics
Obl C 3TOU KpacaBHIIeH, a 3aTeM MPOMEHsLT Obl ee Ha JIPYryio,
KaK OH OOBIYHO JiesiaeT. Moii oTell paccKa3biBaeT MHE 000 BCEM,
YTO MPOUCXOAUT Ipu ABope. Korga oH taMm, s mosydaio oT HEro
IIPOCTPaHHbIE NTMCbMA, a KOT/IA OH MTPHUE3KAeT JOMOM Ha HEJIENIO
WJIY JIBE, MBI TOJILKO O ABOpE ¢ HUM U Oecenyem. S yroBapuBaio
€ro B35Th MEHsI C COOOU M MPEICTaBUTh KOPOJIEBE, HO OH FOBO-
PMT, 4TO CeYac OHa CJIMIIKOM BCTPEBOXKEHA ITOBEIEHUEM CBOEH
(ppeitiuHB AHHBI, ¥ OpaTh HOBYIO, €1Ie MOJIOKE U ellle KpacHuBee,
SIBHO HE *kenaeT. XOTs, ecad Koposib HacTouT... Ho oH Bunen
MEHS1 JIMIIb MeJIbKOM. [ J1a3es1 TosbKO Ha CBOIO JIparoleHHyIo ¢a-
BOPUTKY, a Ta, OECCTBIHUIIA, TTPOCTO MOKHUPAJIA €ro IJIa3aMHu. . .
Hy ke, Munas, He paccTpauBaiics: KOpoJsl MOXHO MOHATh. OH
’KE€HAT Ha CTapOU UCTIAHKE. . .

— OHa crapie ['eHpuxa Bcero Juiib Ha IeCTb JieT!

— IlesbIX meCTh JIET, TOJBKO MOAYMaTh! — HETOBOJIBHO ITOKa-



yaJia TojioBoil AsbeHopa. — JKeHIIMHa He JI0JKHA OBITh CTapiie
cBoero cynpyra! Hukoraa n Hu 3a 4ro!

— Ho nouemy? — ¢ otyassareM npoxpunesna bpuruaa. Ee rpynp
ObL1a MoJiHa ropeuu u 6oy 3a Ekarepuny.

— [Notomy uTO, KOI/1a JK€Ha cTaplie, Cy4aeTcs T0, 4YTo MOCTO-
STHHO ITPOUCXOAMT C KOPOJIEBOM: BBIKM/BIIINA U TIOCTOSTHHBIE W3-
MEHBI MYXKa, — Ha3WJATEJIbHBIM TOHOM IapupoBajia AJIbEHOPA,
HO YBHUJIEB CJIe3bl HA Ila3aX JOPOroil MOAPYIU, MSTKO J100aBU-
na: — Ho Bce B pykax ['ocnogaux. Bo3amoskHO, OH 1acT KOpoJieBe
BBIHOCUTDH MasibunKa? Torga Koposb 00pa3syMUTCS U OKPYXKHUT ee
TOM ke JII0OOBBIO, KOTOPOU TPeJ €€ B X MOJIOZIBIE TOMbI.

— ByneM HazeATbes Ha 3T0. AMHMHB! — ropsiu0 mpolenTaia
Bpuruna u ¢ mo00BbI0 TPUKOCHYIACh K CBOEMY KPECTHKY.

— AMUHB, — IOAXBaTUIA AJILEHOPA.

Ho oHa nrana: eif MeHblIIie BCero XoTesoch, YToobl Mesxay Exa-
TepuHOM U I eHpuxoM BHOBb HacTasia uanuds. OHa npesupana
KOPOJIEBY, €€ KEJIE3HOE TEPIEHUE U JOCTOMHCTBO, C KOTOPOU OHA
NIePEHOCHIIa OCKOPOJICH!sI M HACMEIIMBOE XMXUKAHKE 3a CBO-
el CITMHOM COOCTBEHHBIX (ppeiiiH. Bynp AbeHopa KOpOIeBow,
OHa ToTYac Obl MPUCTPYHUIIA HACMEIITHUKOB U 3aBUCTHUKOB, HO,
KaxeTcs, 1o04b BeJMKol 3abeibl He Moryia 3alluTUTLCS Aaxe
OT TaBKaHbSI B CBOIO CTOPOHY MaJIeHbKHUX MPHIBOPHBIX cOOAYO0-
HOK, KOTOPBIX TakK J1I0OWII ee cynpyr. Pa3Be Takas jkeHIIMHa, Ta-
Kasi KOpoJieBa 3acyXKMBaeT yBaxeHus u moosu? Her, cunrana
HacToluMBas U yBepeHHas B ceOe mucc Hopron. Ekarepuna na-
IET, ¥ 9TO MajieHne OyAeT elo 3acayKeHHO.



I'naBa 5

HecMmortpst Ha To, uTO yke uepe3 Tpu AHs bpurue noneryaro,
el MPUIIUTIOCh TIPOJIEKAaTh B TIOCTENU TIENTYI0 HEJISIO: 3TO ee Ma-
TYIIIKA HACTOsLIA, OOSICh, YTO CKBO3HSIK MOXKET BBI3BATh TIOBTOP-
HbIi1 ipucty1. [Toutn notepsiB MoOUMOE CYILIECTBO, JTIOAN HAYM-
HaloT o0eperarb ero yepecuyp pbssHo. Ho mucc ['u3 He ckyyana,
BeJIb ee Joporasi mojapyra Oblia psaoM U MTPOBOAUIIA Y TIOCTENN
OONBHON ejBa JIM HE BCE CBOE BpeMs. AJIbeHOpa, MepekrnBaB-
11as 3a 3J0POBbE U KU3Hb BPUTH[IbI, TaK K€ CUIIbHO, KaK U po-
JUTENW TIoC/eTHel, YyBCTBOBAJIa HEKOTOPYIO BUHY: 9TO OHA Ha-
CTOsJIa Ha TOM 3JIONIOJIy4YHOM Mporyiike B nosie. Ho passe morna
OHa TIpe/IyraiaTh, YTO JIETKKe Oelble 00J1aka CMEHSITCSI YePHBIMU
rpo30BbIMU Ty4yamu ? Beqib 1apom NpoBHUeHM s OHA HE 00JIa/1aeT,
TaK MOTIJIa JIM OHA 3HaTh, YTO MOMET A0 b, KOTOPBIN MPUBEET
xpyrnkyto bpuruay k 6one3Hu?

— MHe xaJtb, MOsI Toporasi, HO, KaXKeTcsl, TBO JIIOOMMBIIA de-
nell NoTepsiH HaBceraa. S uckasna ero rnocse Toi rpo3bl, a MOTOM
elie pas, ¢ Mapoi ciuyxkaHok. .. Ho He nevanbcs: 51 mopapio tede
HOBBIW, elnle 0ojiee KPacuBbIH, — JJACKOBO CKa3aia AJIbeHopa I0-
Jpyre, Korja JeByIIKU IPOryJIMBAIUCh IO caly.

Mucc ['u3 paspemmiy NOKMAATh CBOU MOKOM U 3aMOK, HO
HEHAJI0Iro, TIOTOMY TMOAPYTM HE CTYNaau JaJibliie OOJIbIIIOrOo
YXOKEHHOTO C€ajia, PaCIONIOKEHHOTO MO3au 3aMKa. [leBymiku
KPENKo JepKaJIuCh 3a PyKH, a 32 HUIMHU, TUXO, KaK TeHb, U Bep-



HO, KaK co0aka, Iesl MaJbuiK-Tax, HeCIIUA HeOOJBIIYI0 KOp-
3WMHY C 3aCaXapeHHBIMH (PPYKTaMH. 3aMBIKAIU 3Ty HEOOJBIIYIO
MIPOLIECCHIO JIBO€ BOOPYKEHHBIX CIIYT, KOTOPHIM MPUKa3aHO Obl-
JIO OXPaHATh KU3Hb U NMOKOM MUcc HOpTOH U ee noapyru.

— Twt Tak n00pa, — ynsionynack bpuruga. — S Oyny pana ta-
KoMy nogapky! Hazeroch, TOMbKO, TBOHM OTell HE OTpyraeT Teds
3a TAKOE PaCTOYUTENILCTBO?

— AX, OH CJIEJIaeT BCE, O YEM $ MOIPOIIY, — MaXHYJa PyKON
Anbenopa. OHa 3Hajla CBOEro OTLa, Kak HUKTO Apyrou. M oHa
rOBOpUJIA TIPAB/y: OH HU B YeM eil He OTKa3biBasl. KakoBa Obl HU
ObLJ1a 11eHa, Bce, YTo pocuia y capa HoproHa ero 1oub, mokymna-
Joch 6e3 JIMIIHUX cropoB. — Ho ckaxu MHe, pa3rHeBasiach JiM Ha
TeOs1 TBOSI MaTyIIKa? Besib TOT OeqHbIN Yener ObLT ee MogapKom ?

— 41 nmpusHanace el B motepe, HO OHA JIMIIb YIBIOHYIACh U
cKazasia, 4To 9TOT yerel — HeOoJbIas 1maTa 3a To, uto ['ocrnons
He 3a0paJl MeHs1 y Hee, — oTBeTHIa bpuruaa, u, mpu 3ToM BOCIIO-
MUHAHUH, B €€ TPYH PA3IIIOCh TeTuio. [ yObl IeBYIIIKY TPOHYIIA
cuacTiMBas ylblOKa, M OHA MPOIIeNnTaia Ha yXo noapyre: — OHa
Tak u3MeHu1ach! JI0MKHO OBbITh, 3Ta OONE3Hb CTaja AJIs MEHs
Boxxpum OnarocnoBenuem! Most MaTh HUKOTIA He Oblla Tak 3a-
60TMBa U yyacmiuBa... OHa Jaxe moxasena MeHs U MOIO TITy-
nyio JI000Bb K Buibsimy. .. «OH HEIOCTOMH TeOs» cKa3asia OHa!

— A TBOM otent?

— OH TOXe BIIpYT cTaj 3a00T/IMBbIM U Jake JOOPHIM KO MHE. . .
KoHeuHo, OH He BbIpakaeT 3TO TaK OTKPBITO, KK ITO AeJaeT MOst
MaTh, HO CETO/IHS YTPOM OH CKa3aJl, 4YTO HAJIET MHE IOCTOMHOTO



JKEHMXa, Mo3HaTHee 1 nodoraue Bunbsama. .. — Bpuruga Haxmy-
pUJIACh: HECMOTPS HA TO, YTO OHA IPHUHSJIA CBOU MTO30P U TO, YTO
ee MeuTe HUKOI/Ia He COBIThCS, JIEBYIIKA BCE elle CTpajiajia mpu
MBICJIK O TOM, YTO € He CYKJEHO ObLIO BHIITH 3aMY3K IO JIIOOBU.

Benp k0 keHuTcs Ha Heil? Komy HyxHa cBexas mpeKkpacHasi
pO3a, €CJIU €€ CEMbsI HAXOIUTCS B OMAJIE U €Ba CBOJUT KOHIIBI C
koHrlamu? Kenuthbcs Ha Bpurune ['u3 3HaUUT nmonacTh B HEMHU-
JIOCTb KOPOJIsl, BE[Jb BMECTE C €€ KPAcOTOU €€ CylpyT MOJIyYuT U
MATHO HA CBOEM UMEHH.

— 51 momporiry oTIa HaTH Tebe CaMOro KPacCUBOTO U CMEJIOTO
phIlIapsl BO Bceld AHIIMM, — CJIOBHO MTPOYMTAB MBICIH TIOIPYTH,
MOCIEIIHO CKa3aia AJbeHopa U, MoTpenas bpuruay no 1eke,
BeCeJsio paccMesiach: — A BUibsiM checT COOCTBEHHBIN Med, KO-
I71a y3HAeT O TOM, 4TO TeOsl B3sUI B XeHbI KaKOU-HUOYyab rpad
WJIM J1ake HACJIEHUK reprora!

— DTtomy He ObIBaTh. BO3MOXKHO, 51 KpacuBa, HO... — YHBUIO
noHypwuia royiopy bpuruaa.

— Bo3moxH0? Kakas ke Tbl BCe-TakKi CKPOMHMIIA | — BOCKJIMK-
HyJ1a AJIb€HOpa U TOLIEI0BAJIa IOAPYTY B 1IEeKy. — B AHIIMK He
HaKJIeTCs HY OTHOM JIeBYITKM npekpacHee Teds1! [laxe paBoput-
Ka KopoJisa TeOe 1 B mopMeTku He rogutcst! Trl Bunena ee? Ipec-
Hasl, KaK TyxJjas pelOvHa!

— U Bce xe eii nerko ygaercs aepxath ['eHpuxa Ha MpUBS-
31, — HEJIOBOJILHO OTKJIMKHYJIach Ha 310 Bpurnga. — Tel Haxo-
muins AHHY Borstelin mpecHo#? A s nymana, oHa Tede Jaxe Hpa-
BUTCHL.



— OHa MoOXeT ObITh TIPECHOM U HPABUTCSI MHE B TO K€ camMoe
BpeMsi! — COBCEM He Kak JIeAu XOXOTHyJa AjbeHopa. — JIuno y
Hee OObIYHOE, MpaBja, ma3a... Kakue maza! OHu odyapoBbiBa-
10T, 0OBOJIAKMBAIOT, MPU3BIBAIOT. .. ByIb 51 MyKUUHOM, TOYHO ObI
TornaJach B ee ceTu!

— Bynp 51 MmyxumHOM, TO ObUTA OBl paja MUMETh B KEHaX Ta-
KyI0 XEHIIMHY, Kak ExareprHa AparoHckas! — TBepio 3asBuiia
Bpuruna, HenoBosibHAA cUMIaTUEN JTyYIled NOAPYTH K YKaCHON
MeP3KOH JKEeHIMHEe, pa30OMBaoIel cepylle KopojeBe AHIIIUU. —
AX, AbeHopa, 1 Kak TeOe MOXET HpaBUThCS 9Ta pa3BpaTHUIIA?
['oBOpAT, OHA TOJNBKO U 3HAET, UTO pa3BJIEKAETCs, TAHILYET U IO-
JIy4yaeT OT KOpoJis ogapku!

— meHHO 3TMM OHa MHe U HpaButcs! C Hell He CKy4YHO, 4e-
0 He CKaXellb O TBOel mooumon EkarepuHe, — ckazaia Ha 3TO
Anbenopa. — § mo0I0 KUTh U BECEUTHCS, a MTPOBOIUTH BECH
JeHb B MOJINTBEHHOM, KaK KOpoJieBa U ee (ppeisIHbI, 3aCTABUJIO
Obl MEHsI 3aUaXHYTh OT CKYKH... Hy e, Mosi xoporasi, He pac-
CTpaMBalicsi, — JJACKOBO 100aBUJIa OHA, YBUJIEB TeYasb HA JIUIE
Bpurugsl. — Kopomo He xenurcs Ha Heu. [loka xuBa Exkarepu-
Ha...

— 51 momo Bora, 4yToOBI KOpOJieBa MPOXKWIA elle JAOJITHe 1
CYACT/IMBBIE TOZIBL, — TOPBKO IIenHYsIa bpurnga u nokavyasna roso-
Bou. — Ho 1 He xemnaio 6omblie cblmarh 000 BceM 3ToM. Eaun-
CTBEHHOE, 4ero £ xkenaioo, — 310 Bunbsam Telopu, HO MHe 1opa
BBIPBATh €ro u3 cBoero cepana. OH XoTen KEeHUThCS Ha Tede,
AnbeHopa. — B razax JeByIIKHM HEBOJIBHO 3aKErcsl OTOHEK 3a-



BUCTH, HO 3TO 3aBHCTh He OblIa YepHOM WU 37101, — OH Mmpocut
TBOEU PYKH. ..

— Mos munas noOpast u HauBHasi bpurupma, — TeprienvBo
B3/10XHYJIa AnlbeHopa. — OH He XOoTes keHUThCcsl Ha MHe. Lle-
JIBIO €T0 CBATOBCTBA OBbUIO TIOPOJHUTHLCS ¢ MOUM OTIIOM. ThI Beflb
MIOMHMIITb, KAKUM BJIMSIHAEM 00J1agaet npu aBope jgopa Hopron?

— To1 yBepeHa? A BOpyr OH BUIUT TeOs B CBOMX CHaX?

— B cBouMX CHax OH BUJIUT HE MEH$, a TO, KaK MOMAa/IET B CBUTY
kopoJsi. Kopons Bcerga menpo ofapuBaeT CBOUX MPHOINKEH-
HBIX. A 51 — eIMHCTBEHHBIN criocoO y1st Bunbsima Triopy monacThb
BO JIBOpEII. ...

— Mucc I'uz! Bai orery Besiesr HaidTH Bac! — BAPYT YC/IbIIAIM
MOZIPYTH 32 CBOMMU CIIMHAMU, M, OOCPHYBIIIUCh, OHU YBUJIEIU
CITy’)KaHKY, OBICTPO HJIYIIYIO B UX CTOPOHY.

— Orery 30BeT... — 3aAyMUYMBO IpoMosiBWwiIa bpurnpa. — 5
JOJIKHA UITH.

— 4 6yny B camy. Yto-TO 3aX0TeN0Ch HAMKCATh CETOHS Tapy
COHETOB TMPUPOJIE, — 00OAPSIONIE YIHIOHYIACh AJTbeHOpA.

bpuruna ynelOHynach U HampaBWJach B 3aMOK, IO JIopore
YAUBJISISACH, YTO MOHAI00MIIOCH OT Hee OTILY, BE/lb OH CKa3aJl, 4To
cerojiHs Oy/eT OYeHb 3aHST 1 TIOMPOCHIT He OECTIOKOMTD €To0.

Jlopa HopToH MeasieHHo 111es 1o cajly U B KOTOPbI pa3 nepe-
YUTHIBAT HEOOJBIIYIO 3aMUCKY, KOTOPYIO nonyuun u3 Jlonaona
BCEro HECKOJILKO MUHYT Ha3ajl. Ero nosHeie ryObl, CripsiTaHHbIS
TIOJT TYCTHIMU 30JIOTHCTHIMH YCAMU, 3aTa/IOUHO YIIBIOATIHCH.



— Kak npusiTHO BUETh BaC TaKMM CYACTIIMBBIM, OTELl, — BAPYT
MOCJIBIIIAICS 32 CIIMHOM MY;KYMHBI JIACKOBBIM KEHCKHUI TOJIOC,
3aCcTaBUBIIMK c3pa HopTOHA B3IPOrHYTh OT HEOKUJAAHHOCTU U
OT JIyIII pacCMESIThCS HaJl CAMUM COOOIA.

— AX, 3710 ThI, MOs1 )keMuyxkuHa! — OH nojo1Ien K CBoeu Ao-
YepH U TOLEeIOBaI e Oeblid BRICOKHH J100. — ThI rysisenis ogHa?
A rne bpurnpga?

— Ee orell nocnas 3a Hel. .. — noxasa miedamu AJbeHopa, a
3aTeM CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY W TPHIIypHJIa CBOM HEOECHO-TOyObIe
r1a3a. — Bel cusieTe, Kak CONHBIIIKO NononyaHd. 1 dro ke Bac
Tak oOpaaoBago?

— Huuero ot te0s1 He ckpoelib, Mosi Kpacauiia! — Cap Hop-
TOH HaKJIOHWJICS K YXY JI€BYIIKHU U TUXO-TUXO IporienTai: — Ho-
BoctH u3 Jlonmona! Tel moMHwMIIb, Kak ObicTpo Ero Benmmyectro
MOKMHYJI HaIll 3aMOK ?

— Kak takoe 3a0biTh? AX, Ja HE TOMHTE *ke! — HeTeprearuBO
TpOoIIIeNTaja B OTBET AJIbeHOpA.

— I'enpux orocian B BarukaH nocia, KOTOpIY JOJKEH MPU-
Be3TH OT [lambl cornacue Ha pa3Boj HAIlIEro KOPOJisi U KOpoJie-
Bbl Ekarepunbl! Moii TaliHBIN MTOBEpEHHBIN TaKXke COOOIIaeT. ..
— ObICTPO-OBICTpO 3amenTai Jopa HoproH.

— [orogure, norogute! Otel, BBl yBEPEHBI B 3TOM? — OKPYT-
JIUB IJ1a3a, BCAYX CKazaja AJIbeHOpa: HOBOCTb, KOTOPOU MOje-
JIMIICSL C HEH OTell, U3yMUJIa €e, U BCE €€ CYLECTBO HE MOIJIO
MOBEPUTD B TO, UTO KOpOJib ['€HpUX BCe ke pPelnics Ha pa3Bo[l
co cBoen crapou keHou. Kak takoe Bo3MOxkHO? U Kak TOJIBKO



AHHe BoneiiH ynanoch CKJIOHUTb €r0 K TAKOMY CEpbe3HOMY, He
6oroyromHomy mary? Heysxenu eMmy COBEpIIIEHHO HE BaXKHO, UTO
CKaXyT O HEM €ro MnojaHHbie?

«Ho yemy 310 51 yauBisitock? 1o ObI0 Tak oueBuaHO! CTa-
pasi BepHasi JIOIA/Ib OTIIPABJISIETCS B CTOMJIO, @ MOJIOJAs1 U CTPOII-
THBasi TOTOBUTHCSA OBITh OOBE3KEHHOW, — C CApKACTUIECKOU
YJIBIOKOW TojlyMaJia JieByIika. — EkatepuHe Jydine nmo-a1o0pomy,
THXO YCTYIIUTh CBOE MECTO COIIEPHULIE, BEb TA YKE JABHO OLIEP-
Kaja modedy B MX Ay3JIM 32 cepjlle U OJaroBOJIeHUe TOro To-
XOTJIMBOTI'O J1ypaka!»

— Pa3Be s korja-HUOYIb OmMbascs, Most po3a? — BKPaJuyrBO
OTBETWUJI OTELl JEBYIIIKY M BHOBb HAKJIOHUJICS K €€ YXY: — BepHbIi
MHE YeJIOBEeK, TPUABOPHBIN, BXOASIIUN B KPYT CAMBIX OJM3KUX
npy3eit v mooumie ['enpuxa, Takxke qooxui, 9yro ExarepuHa,
9Ta UCMAHCKas JIMca, KAKUM-TO 00pa3oM MpO3Haa O TAHOM T0-
ciaHHMKe Myxa K Ilane u Takxe nocnana B Barukan cBoero ye-
JoBeka. .. Ho 31o Bcero Juiiib NOCIeAHssl arOHUsL: €ClId KOPOJib
NIPUHSLT PElieHre, ero yxke He mepeyoe/inTh, KaKUM Obl TITYTTbIM
OHO HU OBLJIO. . . Th MIOHUMAEIIIh, YTO KJIET TEeNePb BCeX HAC, T0Yb
Mosi?

— Ilepemensl, oren, U, A yBepeHa, uro K Jydmemy! Ho ko-
4 Bbl XK€ YITPOCUTE KOPOJIsi B3SITh MEHSI B CBUTY €r0O Cynpyru?
[TycTh 3Ta MOHaIIKa BCKOpE MajieT, HO, TMOKa OHA TIpU JIBOpe,
MorJia Obl CTaTh ee (PperIMHOM. . .

— Her, Her, ToNbKO Momymai, Kak OTHECETCS] K MOed MPOCh-
6e Anna? Ckopo eii ObITh HOBOW KOPOJIEBON AHIJIMH, U OHA YK



TOYHO He 3a0yJeT TOro, YTO 51 YMOJISUI €€ CONEPHUILY MPUHSTD
TeOs1 B CBOM (PpeityiMHbl. DTO OTOPOCUT Ha TeOs TeHb, MOs pa-
noctb. U Ha Bcex HopToHOB! A 3aKOHUYMTB, Kak oTtel] bpuruisl,
s HE KeJalo. ..

— Torga ynpocute Anny! Eii 6yner npusiTHO CIBIIIATh, YTO
I0Hasl J0Yb COBETHMKA ['eHpyrxa Mo HOYaM He CIHT, TaK KeJlaeT
IIPUCITYKUBATh €i! — B3MOInIach AJbeHopa.

— A eciu Bapyr I'enpux ymper? Bce moxker ciayyuTbes!
Ywmper, Tak u He pa3Bensck? Torga ExkatepuHa octaHeTcs KOpo-
JIEBOM-MATEPhIO HACJIEAHMIIBI TTpecToa!l DTa JKEHIIMHA MSATKA,
HO U OHa He 3a0yJeT O TeX, KTO IPUYMHSLI eil 00Jb 1 ToNTal ee
ums! Het, Most iTHuKa, s1 He MOTy Tak puckoBath! Mbl Oynem
KJ1aTh. .. — yIpsIMO HacTauBaj c3p Hoprox.

— Knars? Ho, oren, MHe yxe cemHaguars! S He xkenato no-
1acTh BO JBOpEIl cTapyxoil! — oOmxeHHO OypKHY/a AJIbeHOpa.

— Mos moporasi, Tl 3Haelllb, YTO s BCEra uay y Te0s Ha Io-
BOJY, HO B 9TOT pa3 s HACTAWBAI0 Ha CBOEM: MBI OylleM K/IaTb
yIOOHOTO MOMEHTa, — CEPhEe3HBIM TOHOM CKa3zaul jopa Hoprow,
¥ €T0 JI0Yb HE CTaJla CIIOPUTH, a JIUIIb PACCTPOEHHO B3JJOXHYIA.

PoOko mocTy4aB B IBEpb KOMHATHI, B KOTOPOM OOBIYHO Pado-
TaJI ee OTell, ¥ MOJTyYHB pa3pelieHue BOUTH, bpuruaa 6eciryMHO
MPOCKOJIb3HYJIa BHYTPb, U €€ B3I TYT K€ BCTPETUIICS C B3IJIsI-
JIOM HE3HAKOMOTO il MOJIOZIOro, O0raTo OIETOr0 MYKUYHHBI.

— Oren! — [leBymika czenana riayOokuil peepanc capy ['u3y,
a 3aTeM He 3a0bLIa MOMPUBETCTBOBATH 1 rocTs1. — Cap!



— Boucrtuny, neByniky, npekpacHen Balllell JoYepH, cIp, He
CBICKaTh HU B AHIJIH, HU B I1€JIOM MUpe! — IMUPOKO YIBIOHYIICS
He3HaKoMell, oOparasck K capy ['m3y, HO He criyckas ¢ ero Jo-
4yepH BOCXMIIEHHOTO B3ruisa. [1pu nosiBnennu neBymku HeOec-
HO-TOJTyOBIE I71a3a MOJIOJIOTO KpacaBlia 3aKIJIMCh, KaK (pakesbl ¢
MPUXOIOM TEMHOTHI.

— bpurupa ynacnenoBaia cBow kpacory ot Enuzaserst By-
JBWUI, CBOEW MpapoauTenbHUIpl. Kak Bam, HOMKHO OBITH U3-
BECTHO, C3P, O MPEKPACHON BHEITHOCTH ITOM JIETeHIApPHON KO-
POJIEBHI BCE €LIE CNIAraioT JIETEH/Ibl, — JOBOJIBHO OTO3BAJICA C3P
I'n3. OH CcTOsAT y OKHA, ¢ OOJIBIIION KapTOH B pyKax, U, IPU THEB-
HOM CBETE, BHUMATEJIbHO PA3MJIs/bIBAJI €€. 3aTeM, OTBJIEKIINCh
OT CBOETO 3aHSITHS, OH MOJOXKUJ KapTy Ha CTOJI, MOJOLIEN K J10-
Yepu U B35 €€ JIAJIOHb B CBOIO.

— [portiy nporeHus1, OTell, Bbl 3BaJIM MEHs1 7 — TUXO CITPOCUIa
JeBYIIIKa, COBEPUIEHHO HE IOHMMas1, 3a4€M OTell BeJlesl ociaTh
3a HEW B TO BpeMs, Kak caM MpUHUMaeT rnocetureier. M kro
9TOT OeOKyphiid Kpacageln]? Kaxercs, oHa yxke BHUJIENA ero, HO
rjie v koraa? Ero uio KaxeTcst TAKMM 3HAKOMBIM, a ero rojiyobie
ra3a — TakuMmu popHeiMu! Ho oHa He mMoria BCOMHUTb, Aa U
HE JKeJiasa.

— BbI yke onoBecTu/IM Ballero OTia O CBOEM BO3BPAILEHUH,
c3p? — MOMHTEPECOBAICA C3p I M3 y TOCTS, CIOBHO HE YCIIbIILIAB
ronoc bpuruel.

— Eme Her, cap. Moe cepatie TpeboBajio OTBETa, ¥, TPUMYaB-
IIKCh, KaK BETEP, MEPBBIM JIEJIOM I TIOCTIEIINI K BaM, — HE OTPbI-



Basi B3MJISLJl OT KpacaBuIlbl MUCC [ U3, MPOMOJIBUJI TOCTb, U 3TOT
IPUCTAJIbHBIN, TOPALIMIA CTPACTBIO B3IJISA], 3aCTaBIJI IEBYIIKY T'y-
CTO MOKPAaCHETh, 4 €€ Pa3yM HAIMOJHUTHCA COTHSAMM BOIPOCOB,
KOTOpBIE, OIHAKO, OHA HE pellajiach 3a1aTh BCIyX.

— AX, paxe tak? — Mucrep ['mu3 pagymHo paccMmesics, HO
bpurnpga, 3Haromas cBoero orua, TorT4yac pacro3Haia (pajblib B
3TOM ero cMmexe. — Ho, cynaps, npex/ie 4yem BCTynarh Ha TaKou
Ba)XKHBIN ¥ OTBETCTBEHHBIN MyTb, BaM TpeOyeTcs MOTYYUTh pa3-
pellieHre Balmx poauTesiei!

— Moii oter 6yneT TOIBKO paji, Kak ¥ MOSI MaTh, — TETLIO YITbIO-
HYJICA HE3HAKOMEL, U He Jlymasi OTBeCTU B30p OT «[InameHHOM
po3bl» bpuruaet ['us.

— Orewn, npoy MpoeHus. .. s He MoHMMal, 4TO MPOUCXO-
IWT, — IIETOTOM 00OpaTHiIach AEBYIIKA K YIBIOAIOMIEMYCS CIpY
['uzy.

— Mos no6pasi, HauBHas1 104ub! — Cap ['u3 1ackoBO moTpenan
JEBYIIIKY MO Tuiedy. — Heyxenu Tol He y3Hasa Haiero rocrsi?

— Bbl KaxeTech MHE 3HAKOMBIM, C3P, HO 51 HE MPUIIOMHIO. .. —
Hauasa Obuto bpuruga, oOpaTvB CBOM B3IJISA[] HA TOCTS.

— C 1ex nop, Kak Mbl BUJIEIU APYT Apyra B MOCIEIHUN pa3s,
MOsI I0pOTasi MHCC, TIPOIILIO MSITh JIET, ¥ Bbl, BEPHO, 3a0bUIN Me-
Hs. Ho 51 He 3a0bu1 Bac. DTH rofpl Ballie IpeKpacHoe JIUIO CTOS-
JI0 Tiepel MOMMH TJ1a3aMH, 2 MOM YIITM ObLTM HAlIOJTHEHBI BaIlIUM
JVBHBIM TIEHUEM, — MepeOm1 IEBYIIIKY HE3HAKOMEll 1 TIPUHEC eil
TTyOOKHUI IMTOKJIOH. — S Bce TOT ke Prutvi, crapiiii OpaT Bariei
JIy4Illed OAPYTY AJIbEHOPHI.



I'maza bpuruael yauBIeHHO PACIIaXHYJIMCh: KOHEYHO, 3TO OH!
Kaxk oHa Moryia He y3HaTh 3TH OeJibie KyIpH 1 roryOble, Kak HeOo,
raza? @winn! OH u AlbeHopa Tak MOXOAWIM APYT Ha Jpyra,
cJ10BHO ['ocnozib Aajt UM OfIHY BHEUIHOCTDb Ha JIBOMX !

«Kakum oH cran! Ve He TOT HECKJIaJHBIH IOHOIIIA, yJalllui
MEHS CTPENIATh U3 JIyKa, HO MYKECTBEHHBI M KPACUBBIA MYXK-
yrHa! OH BepHyiics! Kak pajpl OymyT ero Bo3palleHHIo Jiean 1
cap Hopron! A Anbenopa? OHa Tak *kJ1iajia ero, ¢ Takoll HeKHO-
CThI0 Oeperiia ¥ nepeunThiBajia ero nmuckmal» — JIumo aeByniku
o3apwia cuacTinBas yabioka, u Gunmmn HopTon enBa He 3a710x-
HYJICA OT €€ KPacOTHl.

— AnbeHopa OyzieT Tak paja. .. Tak paga! — BockimkHymna bpu-
ruja, NpUxas JAAOHU K TPyIu.

— A BbI pagpl, Mucc ['m3? — BKpaJunBbIM TOHOM cipocuil Pu-
JIIIL.

— KoneuHo, c3p, g1 Toke oueHb pajia BallleMy BO3BpAIlIEHUIO, —
POOKO OTBETUJIA AEBYIIIKA.

— Yro xk, npekpacHo! K yemy memmmre, ecnu gBa cepaua
TaKOW HEOTBPATUMOW CHJIOU TAHYTHCA APYT K APYry? — NeJIOBU-
TO cKaszai otell bpuruapl. Ero nuio cusio oT y1oBOJIbCTBUS. —
Ycrpoum cBanpOy Ha crienyomieii Heaene!



I'naBa 6

Bpuruja HenonnMaroie B3IsiHY/IA Ha OTLA, HO TOT CMOTPE
Ha Hee CBBICOKA W IIUPOKO YJbIOAJICS, UTO JAJIO JIEBYIIIKE I0-
HATH: €€ BBIJAIOT 3aMyXK. Bbeimaior, He cripocuB ee. OHa 3Haua,
YTO KOT/1a-HUOY/Ib 9TO CIIYYUTCS, UTO 9T CyAbOa YrOTOBaHA KaXk-
JIOM JIoUepH, HO ceivac, Korja 3TOT MOMEHT HaKOHEII-TO HAaCTUT
ee, ylia JeBYIIKU 3aBOMIIA OT BO3MYIICHHUS.

— Oren... Ho Kak s MOTy MOKHHYTb Bac ¢ MaTyIIKOM? — C
60J1bi0 B cepatie mposeneTana bpuruaa.

OpnHako 310 He Obl1a 00Nk OyAYIIel pa3iyKu ¢ POAUTENISIMU:
€e cepiLe 3aphlAAIo OT OCO3HAHMSA TOro, 4Tto He Buubam Thio-
pu craner ee cynpyroM, a Pummnn Hopron! Koneuno, ona nu-
TaJla K HEMY Teruible YyBCTBA, HO JIMIIb, KaK B Opary Jyuriein
noapyru... OHa Huuero o HeMm He 3HaeT! OHa BUJeNa ero Tak
PEIKO, JIUIIb HECKOJIBKO pa3 B CBOEH KU3HU, BE/lb BCE JETCTBO
OH IPOBEJN Y CBOETO ASIIU-PhILIAPs, & 3aTEM Ha MATH JIET MPOnal
B EBpore, cpaxkasich 3a ['enpuxa u unrepecsl AHriuu. Y myctb
OHa Bujiena BuibsiMa Tak ke peako, Kak koraa-to dummna, 3Tot
MY’KUMHA Ka3aJICsl € CaMbIM POJHBIM U 3HAKOMBIM CYILIECTBOM
B MHpE TOCJIE €€ T0POror AJIbEHOPHI.

— TebGe mopa craTh Cympyroil AOCTOMHOTO MY>KYMHBI, J10Yb
Most, a c3p HoproH mmenHo Takoil. OH cymeer chenarb TeOs
CUACTJIMBOW M JIaCT Tebe MHOTO 3I0POBEHBKUX U KPACUBBIX JIe-
tuiiek. — Cap ['u3 BHOBB MOTpeEna Jo4b 0 Iiedy, CJIOBHO MOJI-



OagpuBasi, HO Ta 3HaJIA: OTEll BEJIUT €l 3aMOTIaTh ¥ MOJTYA TIPH-
HSATH €r0 BOJIO.

W peBynika Tak MNPUBBIKIA MOMUYUHATBHCS, YTO (PAIBIIMBO
YABIOHYIAaCh, COTJIACHO KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOM U, KaK TIOJIOKEHO JKEeH-
IIMHE, OIyCTUJIa B3IVISA] B MOJL.

— Bbl He panpl, Most ieau? — cierka Haxmypuicst Pummn. OH
OJKUJQJI COBEPUIEHHO JAPYroM peaklMy: eMy BCerga Kazajloch,
YTO 9Ta KpacaBHlIa UCIIBITHIBAET K HEMY HEKHBIE UYBCTBA U TOJIb-
KO M XJET ero Bo3ppaiiieHus. Mcnyr u oTtopkeHue, HeBOJIbHO
MOSIBUBILMECS HA Juile Mucc ['u3, oropunim ero.

Ycapimas ronoc @uiina, bpuruaa nokpeuiach pyMsiHIIEM, HE
3Hasl, YTO OTBETUTH, YTOOBI HE OOMAETh U HE YHU3HTD €T0 JIOCTO-
WHCTBO.

«Her, cap, g He paga! Moe cepale riaver, v, €Cliv Bbl UMee-
T€ KO MHE XOTb KAILTIO )KaJOCTU U CUMIIATHH, TO CKAXKETE OTILY,
YTO BCE ke He Kejaere xkeHuTbcs Ha Mue! [Iporiry, octraBbTe MHE
cBoOony u Bpemsi! A Bapyr Buiibsim nepeaymaet u 3axouer cje-
JlaTh MEHS CBOEU ?» — C OTYASTHUEM B AyLIE MOayMaia AeBYIIKa,
HO BCJIyX CKa3aJla MHOE:

— 4 nonpiena, cap... S He oxupana... Bel npuexanu... Ml
BCE OUYEHb pajibl... — Ee rojgoc mpo3Bydasn HEKHO, C PUIbIXaHU-
€M, BeJlb OHa OOpOJIaCh CO CBOMM BOJTHEHHEM, HO MaHepa, ¢ KO-
TOpOM ObUTH CKa3aHbl T HUYETO He 3Havallfe CJI0Ba, YBEPUIU
dununa B ToM, 4To Mrcc [ '3 OblIa Tak pajsa cBoel IOMOJIBKE C
HUM, YTO TIPOCTO HE HAXOMUJa CJIOB.

Benp myxkurHe Tak JIETKO BUIETh HY)KHbIE 3HaKH, KOrJa OH



JKEeJaeT BJIA/IETh CEPIIEeM, IyIION U TEJIOM JIIOOUMON KEHIIUHbI!

— IlozBonbre MHE moroBoputs ¢ MouM oruom. Ho criepsa,
Mpoly, JaiTe MHE MWIOCTb MOYYBCTBOBATh HEKHOCTh Ballled
JIAJIOHHU, MO$1 I0pOrast HeBecTa, — TUXO nonpocu Puiui 1 rnpo-
TSIHYJ IGBYIIKE CBOIO OOJIBIINYIO, 3arpyOeBIIyI0 OT MHOTUX Cpa-
KEHUW U YIPAXKHEHUN C MEYOM, JIaJIOHb.

Kak kxenana neBynika yoqapuTh 9Ty JaJOHb, OTOPOCUTH €€ OT
ceOs1! VBbI, y Hee He ObLIO BHIOOpA: B MUPE MYXKUHMH COIJIacue
JKEHINMH He TpeOyeTcs. JIunib AbeHOpe BINAJIO TAKOE BE3eHUEe
C OTIIOM, KOTOPBII MOJ/IEPKUBA JIIOOOE e pellieHue.

— DTO YecThb IS MEHsl, C3p, — MpoMoJiBuiIa bpurraa u poo-
KO BJIOKMJIA CBOIO MaJIEHbKYIO Oelylo JIafloHb B JIAJIOHb CBOETO
JKEeHUXa.

— V Bac Takue HeXHBIE PyKH, MHCC, — YIAbIOHYIICS Duwit,
CKaB JIAJIOHb JIEBYIIIKM HEMHOTO Kpemmye, 4YeM MO3BOJISUIN PaBU-
na npunnuaus. Ho Benb oHa Oblia ero HEBECTOM, M OH CUUTAJT, UTO
€My TI03BOJIUTEJIbHBI ObLTA MaJIeHbKHE BOJIBHOCTH, a €CJT HET —
orell bpuruapl Jact eMy NOHSTh, YTO OH Mepeniesl Yepry.

Ho cap ['u3 mump Momya yneioasncs v HaOmoaan 3a Iuajo-
I'OM MOJIOJBIX JIIO/IEN: HE CTOUT OTITyTUBAaTh TaKoro keHuxa. [la-
ke ecm @unun HopToH BApyT 3aayMaer noiesioBats pyky bpu-
rUfpl. .. YTO K, MOKHO OTBEPHYTHLCS WU C/IENATh BUI, OYITO 9T
BOJIBHOCTb ITPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO HE MONajach EMy Ha IJa3a.

— Ho, noporoii ®unur, HaiiuTe ke MocKopee Balllero oTua, —
MSITKMM TOHOM IpepBajl HEJIOBKYIO CIIeHy c3p U3, xemnawomui
O(pULIMAIIBHO 3aKPEenuTh NOMOJIBKY fouepu U Pununa Hoprona



0J1arocJI0BEHUEM OTIIa MoCjIeAHero. — Ham ¢ BaliiiMm OTIOM CTOUT
MHOTOe OOCYIUTh, HO, KaK 5 yKe CKa3all, MpuaaHoe bpurus. . .

— 1 He O)uMIa10 HUKAKOTO MPUIAHOTO, C3p. [T03BOIMB MHE T10-
BECTH Ballly JJ0Yb K aJTapio, Bbl yXke HaJeJWId MEHSI COKPOBH-
meM, — nepedwut Oyayiero 311 Oumi.

— JIio6OBb — HaMBHICIIASI APATOIIEHHOCTb, apyeMasi Ham ['oc-
TIOJIOM, — YJIBIOHYJICS c3p [ M3, HU Kariu He JIIOMBIIHUI CBOIO CY-
TIpyTy, HO KEHMBIIMICS Ha Hel 1o pacyery. — Ho, mymaro, Bain
OTel JIOJUKEH JIaTh BaM CBOE TI03BOJICHUE TIepe/iaTh B BaIly COO-
CTBEHHOCTb OJIVH M3 CBOMX 3aMKOB U JIOBOJILHO OOJIBIIION KYCOK
TUTOJJOPOIHBIX 3€MEJTb.

— DTH BIasieHus OyAyT nepeJaHbl MHe 6e3 KojeOaHui, cIp.
Korpna st yxomuit Ha BoWHY, MOU JOOpBIH OoTell 00eran MHe, 4To,
€CJIN 51 BEPHYCh *KUBBIM, TO CMOTY KEHUThCSI Ha JIIOOOU, MIJION
MoOeMYy Cep/lly JeBYIIKe, ¥ MOy4y B Mojib3oBaHue 3aMok [1lanoy
Y €ro OKPECTHOCTH.

— Torpa s cnokoeH. 3Has Ballero OTLa, MOEro JIy4dlero apy-
ra, sl yBepEHHO 3asIBJISII0, UTO OlaropojiHee W IieApee Myxka He
HAWTH, — JIbCTUBO cKazai c3p ['u3. — Ho Bam cienyer modeceno-
BaTh C HUM, a 5 B 3TO BpeMsI modeceayo ¢ Moel 1ouepbio. — Emy
HEOOXOIMMO OBLIIO OTOC/IATh KEHUXa JI0Uepd BOH M3 KOMHATHI,
4yToOBI poBecTU ¢ Bpuruioii cepre3Hyto Oecemy HacueT ee Opa-
Ka ¥ YBEpUTb €€ B TOM, YTO 3TOT OpakK MpUHECET IMOJIb3y BCeM
['m3aM 1, BOBMOKHO, TIOMOXET UM BBIOPAThCs U3 JJOITOBOU SIMBI
1 OEIHOCTH.

Bennocts ['M30B 0ajla HACTOIBKO BOIMIOIIEH, YTO, €C/IM ObI



HU c3p HoproH, mo-Oparcku moOsmmidi CBOEro 1aBHEero Apyra
Puuapaa ['m3a, BHOBb ¥ BHOBb OJAJKMBAIOIINIA €My JEHbIU U
3HAIOIIU, YTO, BOZMOKHO, OH HUKOT/IA HE TIOJTyYUT UX 0OpaTHO,
MaJieHbKOe OaropogHoe ceMeicTBo ['m30B ymepso Obl OT X0JI0-
Ja u ronoja. Benp naxe ruaTbe, KOTOPOE B TOT J€Hb HOCWIIA
Bpuruna, 6pUT0 KyIUIeHO 3a JIeHbIu 1meaporo capa Hoprona. Ho
cap I'u3 ¢ TpynoM npuHUMal CBOE MOJIOKEHUE U CYMTA OCKOP-
OUTEeNbHBIM 3aHUMATh JICHbIU... A 371eCh Takoe IeApoe Mpe-
noxenue! @ummn HoproH xenaer xkenutbest Ha bpuruae! Jaxe
3Has, 4TO 3a Hel He mamyT npuganoro! Kto 6s1 Mor momymars,
yto ['M3am yneiOHeTCs Takas ynava?

dunun noHMMaJl CPaBeAJIMBOCTD CJIOB OTLA CBOEW HEBECTHI
1, 9TOOBI KaK MOXKHO CKOpee IMPUOIM3UTh CYACTIIMBBIN Yac Tep-
BOI OpayHON HOYM C 3TOW CKPOMHOW METHOBOJIOCON KpacaBH-
e, mprHec ['m3aM MoT49aIMBBIT MOKJIOH U TIOKWHYJ KOMHATY.

«Her... Her! I He *kenaio CTaHOBUTBCS €0 KEHOM ! » — B ykKa-
ce Kpuyasia rpo cedss bpuruaa, He cmest MOMHATH B3IJISI HA OT-
ua. Ee ¢uankoBble 171a3a BHOBb HAIIOJIHWJIKCH CJI€3aMU, BE/Ib OHA
MOHMMAJIa, 4YTO OTKa3zaTh Ouiumny oHa He MoxkeT... Jla u cmeer
v oHa? Pouteny He pa3 roBOPUIIY €H, UTO el HyKHO ObITh pe3-
Bee U yvallle yIbl0aThCsl, Bellb ee OOraThlii MyK CMOXET TTOMOYb
UM BEPHYTh ObUTYIO caBy. M XopoIo Obl, 4TOOBI 3TOT MYXK ObLT
PUOJIMKEHHBIM KOPOJISi M1 MOT ObI 3aMOJIBUTh CJIOBEUKO 3a Ce-
MbIO CBOeit cyripyru... A Beap @uun HopToH ObUT IMEHHO Ta-
KUM MY>KYMHOI: ChIH KOPOJIEBCKOI'O COBETHHKA, BEPHBII CIyra
KOpOJIs, XpaOphlii BOMH M TaKOW e KpacaBell, KaK ero cecrpa.



Kaxoii )xeHrx MoxeT ObITh styuriie Oummma?

«Bunbsim. OH MOXeT ObITh JTyullie» — OOPEYeHHO B3JOXHYJIA
JIeBYIIKA, U IB€ KPYIHBIE CJIE3bl COPBAIUCH C €€ JJIMHHBIX pec-
HUII ¥ YBJIQXHWIU ee OeJIOCHEKHbIE IIIEKU.

— He nnaub, — mpuKa3HbIM TOHOM cKa3ajl c3p [u3, HE BBIHO-
CHBILINN )KEHCKUX CJIE3.

— Ilpocrute, oteu... — bpuruga TOporvBO BhITepiia IEKU
JIAJIOHBIO.

— ®uun genaet HaM BCEM BEIMKOE OI0JKEHUE, KEHUBIIIKCh
Ha Tebe, — yxe OoJiee MATKIM TOHOM ITPOMOJIBIJI ¢3p [ 13 1 ocTo-
POKHO MPUIOHS MOAOOPOAOK I0YEPH, 3aCTaBJIss €€ CMOTPETh
B €r0 IJ1a3a.

— 41 3Hal0, oTell, — 'POMKO MpolenTaia OenHas JeBylIKa U
nocTapaiach BbIJABUTH U3 CeOsl YIIBIOKY.

— K Tomy xe oH Opar TBoe#l Jooumon AsbeHOphl. ToNbKOo
Npe/ICTaBb, KAKMX KpacHBbIX Aeterd oH Tede aact! M AnbeHopa
OyJeT UX POIHOM TeTKoM! — mpomomkui cap ['us.

— Bol nipagel, otel... KoneuHo, npassl. ..

— 51 3a0oTmiics 0 TeOe Bce ITM BOCEMHALATh JIeT. MBI € TBO-
el MaTepblo kesaeM TeOe TOJbKO CYACTbsl, U ITOT MYXKUUHA, 5
yBepeH, Oy/IeT TBOUM XPaHUTEJIEM U 3AIUTHUKOM.

It0 OblTa J0kb. C camoro poxaeHus aodepu c3p ['m3 Bu-
1€l B HeW TOJbKO HEAOCTaTKU W JIMIIHUI POT, KOTOPBIA HYX-
HO ObL10 KOpMUTh. OH 1 Jieau [[keiiH oxkuganm ceiHa, KOTOPbIi,
MIOB3POCJIEB, CMOT Obl caM 0OecneunTh ceOsi CIIyKOON y KOpo-
Jil WIA B aHIJIMMCKOM apMHUH, HO BMECTO MaJbYMKA POIMIIACH



J04b, 32 KOTOPOH B OydyIlleM HYXHO OBbUIO JIaTh MPHIAHOE, a
Korja ApTyp, CcTapiiuid CbiH [ M30B yMep OT TOpSYKH U Y HUX
OCTasIach TOJIBKO J0Yb, HEKOMY OBLJIO MepeaTh CeMeiHOe UMs,
Besib bpuruse cyxaeHo ObUIO MPUHSATH UMS CBoero cymnpyra. U
MYCTh ChIH BpUrU/IBl CMOXET YHACIeA0BaTh 3aMOK [ 13, HO IpeB-
Hee POIoBOe UM, MpHUILIe/lee B AHIVIMIO BEKa Ha3a/[l C 3aBOEBa-
TensaMu-ppaHkaMu, npomnajaeTt HaBcerga. CMepTs ApTypa, HEX-
HO JIIOOMBIIIETO CBOIO CECTPY U MBITAIOIIETOCsl OrpajuTh €€ OT
POIUTENILCKUX KOJIKOCTEH, IPUBEJIO K TOMY, UYTO TUXUHU pydyeek
OCKOpOJIEHUH B €e aJipec MPeBpaTuiICs B OYIIyIONHNA, PEBYIIUIA
BOJIOMA.

[Mocnenuss dpaza 3acTaBuia AEBYIIKY MEYATbHO YIbIOHYTh-
cs: ax, eciad Obl Bce ObUIO MMEHHO Tak! YBBI, 3TO BCEro JIUIIb
KpacuBble cJioBa!

Ho cap w3 npuHsn yasiOKy nqouepy 3a yablOKY MOHUMAHUS
1 OJIarolapHOCTH.

— [IpencraBp, Kak cuacmimBa OyneT AJIbeHOpa, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO
ThI ¥ ee OpaT CTaHeTe MYKEM U KeHOU! — TUXO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH
Y B3sU1 XOJIOAHYIO JIaJIOHb BpUruibl B CBOIO.

— Ona Oynier paja, aa... — bpuruaa cynopoxHo ckaiia J1a0Hb
OTIIa: HUKOT/IA PaHee OH He JapyJl el Takor yecTu! ITo ObLI rep-
BB pa3 B JKU3HH, Korja c3p ['m3 nepxkai ee najoHb B CBOEH,
Y 9Ta HUYTOXXHAs OTIIOBCKAsI JIACKA MOKa3aiach JIEBYIIKE TaKOH
CNIAJIKOM, YTO OHa rotoBa OblIa Oexarh ¢ PUIMIOM K anrapio
XOTb B 3TOT CAMBIi MOMEHT.

—3T0 TBOE MpeHa3HAUEHHE, JOUb MOSI: CTaTh CYyIPyrou U Ma-



Tepblo, — JIACKOBO CKa3asl c3p ['u3. Ha Mur emy ctajio roppko ot
TOTO, UTO €r0 €UHCTBEHHBIN peOeHOK MOKWUHET JIOM, HO OH TOT-
Yac yTemmi ce0s1 MBICIBIO O TOM, 4TO DU CMOXKET BOWTH B
KPYT MPHOVKEHHBIX KOPOJISI U YTOBOPUTH €ro BepHyTh [ m3am
UX TUTYJI, COCTOSIHUE U 3aMKH.

— 5 noHnMmaro 310, OTell, U 5 He MoABeMy Bac. — bpuruga poo-
KO TIOIIEJIOBaJIa OTIIA B IEKY, a 3aTeM C YyBCTBOM ITPUKOCHYJIACH
ry0aMu K TBUTBHOM CTOpOHE ero jajoHu. — Ckaxkurte 000 BceM
Marepw, a 1 o0paayo AnbeHopy. — CrienaB riyOOKuid peBepaHc,
JIeBYIIIKA TMOKWHYJIA KOMHATY OTIIA, MyXeCTBEeHHO OOpSCh C TO-
pPSIYMMU Clie3aMu, B KOTOPBIM pa3 MOACTYNUBIIUMU K ee (pua-
KOBBIM TJIa3aM.

Kk

Crapble clIyru TPOMKO OXad OT PajOCTh U XBaTajucCh 32
CEepIIe: ChIH XO35IMHA BEepHYJICS C BOWHBI! AX, Kak Bo3Myxkau!
Ax, xuB, 300poB! He kaneka! Pyku, Horu Ha mecte! FOHBbIE City-
*kaHku, Briepebie BujeBie Pununa Hoprona, Gpocanmu cBou
JeJia U, BOCTOPKEHHbIE BHEITHOCTBIO TOIO CTATHOTO MY>KYMHBI,
CMOTpeJM eMy Beiiesl. Takux KpacaBLEB TOT 3aMOK €I1le HE BU-
nen! DTy AnvHHBIE OeJble KYJIpU, 3TO HECKOJIBKO MPOIOJITOBa-
TO€, HO KPacuBOE JIMIIO, T HEBO3MOKHO OCJIEUTEbHbIE, TO-
nyOble, Kak JieTHee Hebo, r1aza! OH BBICOK, €ro rpyib Tak Iu-
pOKa, a JieBast JIaJIOHb TPO3HO MOKOUTCS HA PYKOSITKE OOJIBIIIOTO
Meya, CIpATaHHOIO B MeTajumnyeckre HoxHbl! Ko oH? OTKyna



npuobUT?

— Kak noxox Ha Hamry mucc AnbeHopy! Moxer, Opar ee? —
BCE e JIOraJasiach OJIHA U3 JIEBYIIIEK, KOT/1a 3HATHBIN Kpacasell B
OoraTblx OfIEK/AaX CKPBUICS 32 YIJIOM IIMPOKOrO KAMEHHOTO KO-
pUIOpPa, YKPAIIEHHOTO JIOPOTMMHU ToOeIeHaMH, Cpeld KOTOPBIX
0co00e MeCTO 3aHUMaJl OTPOMHBI TEMHO-3€JIeHbIi TOOeJIeH ¢
apesoM HopToHOB.

[omenraBmuce, AEBYIIKUA COILIMCh HA MHEHUM, YTO HEW3-
BECTHBIN UM KpacaBel] U BIpaBay ObUT OpaToM MHUCC AJTbEHOPHI,
a 3HAYUT, CBIHOM c3pa U jeau HopToH, 1 moTOponuiInch HaAluTH
KOro-HUOYAb U3 CIIYT TOCTapiiie, YTOObl BHINBITATh Yy Oefosiaru
BCE U3BECTHOE EMY O MOJIOAOM Kpacasiie HopTone.

Ho ®unun coepiieHHO He 3aMedall MOXOTIUBBIX U BOCXHU-
IIEHHBIX B3MJISIOB CIIY’KAHOK: MEpel ero rjia3aMu CTosiia Mej-
HOBoJIocasi bpurua, ero HeBecTa, Takasi CKpOMHasl, Takasi poo-
kag... Kak cimagko Oymer cOOCTBEHHOPYUYHO pas3leTh €€ B MX
nepByio OpauHyio Houb! KOHEUHO, CHATH C Hee MOjBeHeuHOe
IiaThe €My He JaayT, HO BCE ke eMy JOCTaHEeTCSl camblil Ja-
KOMBII KyCOUEK OJIesTHUSI HEBECTHI: ee Oesioe, JUIMHHOE, HOUHOE
iatbe. OH CHUMaeT ero MeJJIEHHO, TaK, YTOObI He HAITyTaTh 11e-
JoMyApeHHyI0 bpuruay, a Korja miarbe OKaxeTcsl Ha IMojy, OH
MOKPOET TEJIO HEBECThI MSATKUMU HEKHBIMU TOLIETYSIMU. . .

3aiins, 0e3 cTyka, B IOKOM OTIIa, Mojiofoil HopToH ¢ Heyo-
BOJIbCTBHEM OOHAPYKWUJI, YTO TOrO B KOMHaTe He Obu10. O1HaKO
OpoauTh O 3aMKy ¥ cany PuuIy He MPUITUIOCh: YKe OTKPBIB
JBEPb, YTOOBI TOKWUHYTh ITOKOW, OH €JBa He COMJI C HOT' CBOETO



COOCTBEHHOIO OTIIA.

KopoTko B310XHYB OT HEOXKHMIAHHOCTH, OTell Opocuyics 00-
HUMAaTh CBOETO ChIHA.

— Bepnyiics. .. Bepnyics! — ropsiuo nporerntan cap Hoprton,
He BbilTycKast Puimma u3 CBOMX JIIOOSAIIUX KPEMKUX OOBSATHIA.

— 41 5xe ckazal, YTO BEpHYCh, OTeLl. .. BOT OH 1! — IporHyBIIIMM
rOJIOCOM, TIOJTHBIM HEKHOCTH M PaJIOCTH, OTO3BAJICS Puiuil.

— Illects MecseB! Hu onHoi BecTOukM! — BCXJIMITHYJ CIP
HoptoH, otcTpaHsisich OT cblHA. 3ateM OH OOXBaTWJ POIHOE
DIaIKOBBIOpHTOE Jito Puivna JIaJIoHSIMK U, CJIOBHO HE Beps,
YTO 3TO He OBUIO CHOM, CXaJl €0 C TaKOW CUJION, YTO MOJIOJO-
MY BOMHY MPHIIIOCh CO CMEXOM OTBECTHU OT cebst 3T OoJbIIne
TeIUIble JIAJIOHU OTIIA.

— Kak vm ognou? 4 mocnan gBa nucbma! — yausuics Pu-
JIUII, HO 3aTeM 3BOHKO paccmesiics. — Ho psBon ¢ Humu! Kak s
paj BuzeTh Bac, noporoii oteni! Kakyio 3HatHyto 6opoay Bbl cebe
orpactuii! Ilopa Kockl 3arierarb! PazBe Bbl HE ClbIXav, YTO
HBIHYE ITPU KOPOJIEBCKOM JBOPE BCe MoApaxaloT ['eHpuxy u ero
KOpPOTKOM Oopoyie? Bl Belib 4acTh 3TOr0 JABOPA, Opa Obl U BaM
n30aBUTHCS OT ITUX KOCM!

— IMomHo, ceiH MoH, osHO ! TTycTh MOJIOIBIE MOPTAT CBOU 0O-
POAbI, a Mbl, CTAPUKH, OCTAHEMCS BEPHBI ITPEXKHEN IIOXE, — HU-
9yTh HE OOWJEBIINCH, TOOPOAYIIHO YIbIOHYJICS ¢cop HopTroH n
noxJionaJj celHa 1o riedy. — Kakoi Hapsaa! byaro He ¢ BOMHBI
BEPHYJICS, a HA CBabOY !

— Kaxk e JI0BKO Bbl MeHs1 pacKycuii, oteny! f x&eHch! — yxe



OoJiee cepbe3HbIM TOHOM MPOMOJIBMIT DUIUI, U €ro KpachuBoe
JIMIIO OCBETHJIAa CYACTIIBAS YIIBIOKA. — $1 MeuTast 00 3Toi AeByII-
Ke ITh JIET, ¥ BOT OHA Jlajla MHE CBOE corjiacue!

— Ve gana?

— U ee oren, pazymeercs.

— Korpma xe o1 ycrien? JIoMkHO ObITh, KaKas-HUOYIh UCTIAH-
CKasi cTpacTHasi po3a’

— JIuib oHa AeBYIIKAa CMOIVIa OKOPUTh MeHs. JIuib onHa
po3za. Poza, poxaeHHas Moel ToOUMO poqHON AHIIIUEH.

— 1 M4 310U KpacaBuLbL. . .

— bpuruna I'us.

CyacTiuBbIli OTOHEK B ToTyObIX IM1a3ax capa Hoprona morac,
YTOJIKM TYO OIYCTHIIUC.

— 3aigeM-Ka B MOM [IOKOH, CBIH MOM. .. — Ha4aJ1 OBLIO OH.

— Yro He Tak, orer|? — nepedu1 OUINIT: OT HETO He YKPbUIACh
TEeHb, BAPYT OMpayuBLIas Y€JI0 OTLA.

— 3axoau, 3axoqu... Heuero Ham CTosiTh 371€Ch, TOCPEU KO-
punopa! — Coap HoproH eniBa Jii He CHIIOU BTOJIKHYJI CbIHA B CBOU
TIOKOM, 3aTeM OBICTPO 3alllesl caM WM TUIOTHO 3aKpPbLT 32 COOOM
JBEPb.



I'nasa 7

— @wun! Tel BepHyJcs!

UYepes MraoeeHve AJibeHOpa MOBHCIIA HA IIEE CBOETO CTap-
mrero Opara, a TOT, CMesICh, 3aKPYXKIJ ee, KaK JIeJall 3TO JIO TOro,
Kak yIiesn BoeBaThb. JlioOsiue cecTpuHcKre 0ObsATHSA, STOT JIIO-
OUMBIN 3BOHKHI TOJIOC, 9TO U300UIME YyBCTB, 9TA AHTEIbCKAs
yibiOKa. .. Kak oH ckyuan no Bcemy stomy! Xotst mexy Opa-
TOM M CECTpoi ObUIa pa3HMIIA B YEThIpE Tofa, OHa HUKOTJa He
naBajia Puinmy MasThCsl OT CKYKH, a OH, KaKk M MX OTell, [oTa-
KaJl BCeM ee puxoTsaMm. Jlonrve roapl eBponercKUx BOMH, 3aJ1-
THIX KPOBBIO BParoB U ApPy3€il, yKeCTOUMIN XapaKTep MOJIOJOrO
HoproHa, HO 117151 CBOE! «MaJIeHbKOM CECTPEHKW» OH OCTaBaJICs
BCE TeM ke Pummmnom.

— Kax 181 BbIpocia. .. Ene Buepa Gerasna 1o JieCTHUIIAM 3a CO-
06akaMu OTIIa, a Terepb MOAU TMOUIeIIh K OpayHoMy anrapio! —
BOCXMILEHHO CMOTPSI Ha CECTPY U JIIOOYSCh €€ POJHbIMU YepTa-
Mu, ckazan Pummi. — JJoIKHO ObITh, BCE MECTHBIE JIOP/bI, XOJIO-
CTHIE 1 )KeHaThle, OT TeOs 6e3 yma!

— O, THI e11e COMHEBaebCs B 3TOM? — CJIAAKHAM T'OJIOCOM OT-
BeTWJIa AJlbeHopa. — Ha THSIX Moeu pyKu mpochiI MOJIOJOW Kpa-
CHBBII MY)KYHMHA, OTEL] KOTOPOro MOYTH TakK ke Oorar, Kak Haill.

— 41 TONBKO YTO OT OTILIA, a OH AAXKEe HE YIOMSIHYJ O TOM, YTO
BbIIaeT TeOs1 3aMyk ! — noOpomyHo paccMmesiicst Pummr. — ben-
Hblii oter;! Hy, kto emie Oyner pa3opsiTh €ro, KOrjaa Thl Tiepei-



JellIb T0] OTEKy cymnpyra?

— 3aMyKecTBO, OpOrou 6part, He Mo yaen! — AnbeHopa rpe-
3pUTESIFHO XMBIKHYJIA U 3aKpykuia Opara B TaHie. — 5 craHy
(ppeitsiHOI KOpoJieBbl!

— Ho, uto xe npocurens? — ynuuics Ouidr, NOBUHYSCH Ka-
IpU3y AJIbEHOPBHI.

OHu TaHILIEBAIM [TOCPEIN YKPAILIEHHOTO IPKUMU LIBETAMHU Ca-
Ja, TI0Jl TPOMKOE IEHHE MTUll, CJIOBHO HAXOIUJIUCh B OTPOMHOM
TaHLIEBAJIbHOM 3aJI€, U UX HOTM CKOJIb3WJIM TI0 TPABE TaK e JIOB-
KO, KaK I10 XOJIOAHBIM IUIOCKMM KaMHSIM.

— IIpocutemo mpuuioch coopaTh OCKOJIKM CBOETO CEpla,
pacrontaHHble MOMMHU Tyisamu! OTel| pacCcTpownics, MaTh J1axke
BCIUIAKHYJIa, B TAWHE OT MEHs1, HO Thl 3Haelllb, PUmm: Moo BOJIo
He CJIOMHTH! — miporienia O6etoKypasi Kpacasuiia AibeHopa. — Ho
9TOT 3aMOK BC€ k€ YBUIUT CBaAbOY!

— Kak 1b1 y3Hanma? — ®wimn OblT HACTOJIBKO M3YMJIEH, YTO
OCTaHOBUJI HAYaTOE T1a, a ero ryobl pacIuIbUINCh B HEMOHUMAIO-
el yaboke.

— 4 cnbixana, cerogHsi Kakoi-To MPEeKpacHbId OOraThlid MyxX-
YMHA NOMPOCUJI PYKHU Halllel KpacaBullbl Bpuruiel, — CJIoBHO He
3amMedast yIuBJIeHre Opara, C XUTPOM YJIBIOKOU cKa3ana AJTbeHO-
pa, BCe TaK K€ TaHILysl, XOTb U Oe3 mapTHepa. OHa TaHIIeBasIa Tak
U3SIIHO, U TaK IJICHUTEJIbHBI ObLIIN €€ IBUKEHUS], YTO Ca/IOBHUK,
MOJIOJION YIPIOMBIH JIETUHA, OTBJIEKCS] OT Pa0OTHI M 3aBOPOKEH-
HO YCTaBUJICSI HA TaHEell AOYEpH XO3sIMHA.

— W 310T MyXuMHa — CYACTIIMBENIIINI U3 CMEPTHBIX, — YCMEX-



HyJsicst Ounr, HO, 3aMeTHB BHUMaHKe CaJIOBHUKA K AJbeHOpe,
rpyoo Opocun Tomy: — Thl Ha KOro ycraBuics, cobaka? Jlacka-
elllb CRBOMMH MOXOTJIMBBIMU [JIa3aMU MOIO cecTpy, mucc Hopton?
3a TaKyIo HarJoCTh CTOMT OTPYOUTH TeOe TBOK 6@300pa3HyIo ro-
J0BY! — OH IrpO3HO HaCynWiICAd M CXBAaTWJICA 32 PYKOATh CBOETO
Meua.

— Xpucra pagu! I1poctute, cap! [Ipocrure, mucc! Xpucra pa-
qu! Panu Marepu boxbeit desst Mapuu! [da Bugut ['ocnionp,
ocjenuia MeHsl, ’KaJKoro IJIyMila, KpacoTa COJNHBIIIKA HAIIETO
mucc HoproH! — ynaB Ha KOJIeHU ¥ MHOTOKPATHO OCeHsisl ceOst
KpecToM, 3ajierieTas 10 CMepPTH UCITyTaHHbIA CaJI0BHUK.

— Iomen npous, ncuna! Erie pa3 B3mIsiHEIb HA MOIO CECTPY
— BEJII0 YeTBEPTOBaTh ! — BHITLTIOHY DUHII, a Ha €ro JiuIle 0To0-
paswiiach Takas 37100a, YT0 AJIbeHOpa HEBOJIBHO HAXMYPUJIACh.

— He y3Hato Te0s1, Opat Moii... Tak paccepauThcsi U3-3a Kaj-
koro cagoBHuka! TaHiyit co MHOM! — JleByllika BHOBb CXBaTu-
Jla 6para 3a pyKH, xKejasi TAHIIeM BEPHYTh eMy 100poe pacriono-
JKEHUe JTyXa, ¥ TOT, TIIyOOKO B3/I0OXHYB, BHOBb IPHCOEIMHUIICS K
Hel. — CyacmuBuiia bpuruaa! Kak ona paga! Tonbko nogymaid!
OHa JTI00UT 3TOro MYyKYMHY YK€ HECKOJIBKO JieT!

— JIrobut? D10 OHa ckazasa tede? — Cepanie monoaoro Hop-
TOHA 3aCTY4aJI0 TPOMKO, KaK CTy4aT JIOIIAANHbIE KeJIe3HbIE MO/~
KOBBI O KAMEHHBIN MOCT.

— A k0 x)e enie? — AlbeHOpa 3aIMBUCTO paccMmesiiach. — Cko-
PO OHA MOJTYYHUT TO, YETO OTUASTHHO JKEJAeT, U 51 CYaCTINBA OTTO-
ro, 4to cyactiuBa oHa! U mycTh ee KeHUX HEJJOCTOMH ee, MYCTh



OH JypaK M IIYT...

— Kak npusiTHO MOMy4yuTh TaKHe MOXBaJibl OT POJHOM CECT-
pbi! — paccmesiics Ouu.

— DTU NOXBaJbl HE I TBOMX VIlIeW, DIyNeHbKui! A s
yien skenuxa bpurupt!

— VIMeHHO ¢ HUM ThI ceiiyac BeJielb Oecey.

AJbeHOpa pe3KO OCTaHOBWJIACh, OTTOJIKHYJI OT ceOst Opara u
BHUMATEJIbHO BIUISAJIENACH B €T0 JIALIO.

— Tol xxeHux bpuruapl? — HEYBEpEHHO CPOCUJIa OHA, HO OT-
BeTa el He TpeOOBAIOCh: BiacTHasl yibiOka dummma roBopuia
cama 3a ceb6s1. — Ho oterr momyuwt muckmo! He Thi... Her, He Th
JIOJKEH CTaTh ee cyrpyrom! 1o He TeOs1 OHa JTIoOWT!

— He moOut ceituac — mooOUT Mo3xke, Korjaa s mojapo en
KPacUBOIO 3/I0pOBOTO MJIAJIEHIIA, — CAMOYBEPEHHO 3asiBui Pu-
qur. — Y Hac Oy/ieT MHOTO JieTel.

— Owurn, ona moout Bunbsama Teiopu! OHa ymper, Korjga
y3HAEeT, YTO OH MEPBbIM MOMPOCUI €€ PYKH, HO OTAAIU €€ Te-
Oe, a He emy! — Bo3MyIneHHO Opocmiia AnbeHopa. — OHa Oyner
HecyacTHa! Bcio cBOWO KU3HB!

— Ho Benp ona Hukoraa He y3Haet 00 3ToM. Ee coOcTBeHHbII
OTel| He CKa3aJl MHE HU CJI0BA O TOM, UTO 3TOT JIM30XBOCT JKeJaeT
B3SITh €€ B KEHbI.

— Cap 'm3 Huuero He 3Haet! Oteny BunbsiMa Hanucan He emy,
a HaieMy otiy! § BBIMOJIMIIA y HAILIETro OTLA IIEAPOE MPUIAHOE
st Moeit 6eqHol Bpurumpl, u capy Teiopu 3TO MPUIILIOCH TIO
ayuie! A TyT THI. ..



— Ax, ®unwr, Bbl, JOKHO OBITh, ke 00paoBav Ballly CecT-
Py HOBOCTBIO O Hallley MOMOJIBKE? — BAPYT yciblmani Hopronst
rosioc Bpuruel, 1 OH 3aCTaBUIT UX TIPEKPATUTH UX TOPSUUH CTIOP,
00epHyThCs K MUCC [ U3 U cripsiTaTh CBOM YyBCTBA 32 YJIBIOKAMHU.

— Ia, oH cka3an mHe... Ho, bpuruaa, Tl 10oM%Ha 3HaTh. .. —
Anbenopa Opocuiia Ha Oparta TBITIMBBIA B3IJISI, CIOBHO CITpa-
mmBas: «Tel MoOUIIb ee?», Ha YTO €ro B3IJIAJ, MOJHBI 0o
1 HalexXJbl, OTBeTUII: «bonpiie xu3Hu! Y Thl BOH3UIIL B MOE
CepIe HOX, eCIM CKaKelllb e TpaBay !»

— Yto? Yto 3Hath? — yabiOHyMack bpuruna, moaxonst k Hop-
TOHAM.

— Yro nieHp Barieit cBaapObl OyJIeT caMbIM PaJIOCTHBIM COOBI-
THEM, KOTOPOE TOJIbKO BHJIE] STOT OTPOMHBIN CTapblid 3aMOK ! —
IIPOITIOTUB KOM, 3aCTPSABIIMM B Topiie, C (paJIbIIMBON PaJOCTBIO
BOCKJIMKHYJ1a AsibeHOpa. YyBCTBYsI, UTO HE B CHJIax OOJIbIIIe Ha-
XOIMUTHCS 3[IECh M HE Kesast, 9YTOOBI CJIe3bl TOPeUH, CAABIUBAIO-
1K€ €€ TPy/lb, BBIPBAIKNCH HAPYKY U OTOPUYMIIU MTOAPYTY, OHA MO-
crienHo podaBuia: — $1 Haliy MaTymky U pacckaxy ei! — OHa
Kpenko oOHsuia Bpuruy, B MbICISIX YMOJISisI IPOCTUTD ee 3a 00-
MaH, a 3aTeM I'PallMO3HO MPUTIOAHSLIA MTOJIbl CBOETO IIAThs U TO-
KUHYJIa cajl.

kg

Jleau I'vnpia elie He 3HaJla O BO3BPAIIEHUH ChIHA, [IO3TOMY,
Korja AJIbeHOpa Halllla MaTh B €€ TIOKOSIX 32 BHIIIIMBAHUEM ro0e-



JIeHa, Ta Tak 00paJoBajachk, YTO YpPOHUIIA U TOOeJIeH, U UTOJIKY Ha
noj1. I'1a3a OeqHOM JKEHIIMHBI HATIOJHUIKNCH CJI€3aMHU CUACThSI:
ChIH, TIEPBEHELl, BOUH XPUCTA U 3aAIIUTHUK AHIJIMA BEPHYJICS K
Hell! [locne nonrux jier pasiiyky, HaloJHEHHBIX MOJIUTBAMU 32
3I0pPOBbE M KU3Hb PUINIA, OHA HAKOHEII-TO CMOKET MPHUKATh
€ro K CBOEMY MaT€pUHCKOMY CEPALY U CKa3aTh, KaK OHA CKyJaJia
10 HEMY, KaK OHa JIOUT ero, cBoero chiHa! U mycTh Obl Jake OH
BEPHYJICS KaJIeKoM, oHa 3a00TuIach Obl O HeM 0e3 yCTallu, Bce ¢
TEMH e JTIOOOBBIO 1 TepPIICHUEM.

— Maryika, oH uen u HeBpenuM! [lepectanpre yke IUIakars,
a TO TJ1a3a MOKpacHeoT. MyXUuHBI JTIOOSIT HAIIIU CJIe3bl, HO, Y-
Mal, Pununy yxe XBaTWIO KEHCKUX CJIe3, Bellb OH OCTABUJI
CTONBKUX keHIMH Ppanimu BaoBamu. Ham goporoi ®umun
HYKJIA€TCS B paAOCTHBIX BO3IIacax M TaHUax! — JIACKOBO CKa3a-
Ja AnbeHopa, Iajsl Y3KyI0 CIIMHY MaTepH.

— Twl mpaBa, paBa! Ycrpoum nup B 4ecTh €ro BO3BpallieHus !
Bynem niets, TaHueBaTh, cMeAThCA! OKPY:KHUM €ro BECEJIbEM U 3a-
CTaBUM 3a0BITh O TE€X YKacax, YTo OH BUJIEN U UTO TBOPHII cam! —
ToTyac B30ompuiack Jiemu HoproHn. OHa NoOmHAIACh CO CBOETO
CTYyJIa, TPUJIBUHYTOIO K OKHY, U HalPaBUJIach K JIBEPHU.

— OH TBOpWJI 3TU yXkackl BO O1aro AHrmu, marymka! Itu
(ppaHILy3bl HUKAK HE YCIIOKOSITCS, HUKAK HE HACBITATCS, 9TH BOJI-
ku! — AJlbeHOpa Nouuia BCJe]l 3a MaTephio.

OHU BHIILIM B KOPUJIOP U, MOTHSB IMOJIBI 000K YyTh BHIIIE,
YeM CJIe[J0BaJIO, TOPOIUIMBO HANPaBWIKMCh HA KyXHIO: TIOBAPOB U
MIOBaPEHOK KIaJI0 MHOTO padoThl! B uecTh BO3BpaleHust X03s1i-



CKOTO ChIHA JIOJKHBI OBITh IIPUTOTOBJICHBI AeCSTKH OJtiof! Msico!
Puiba! ITrumia! Bee camoe cBexee, camoe BKycHoe! BuHa Toxke
JOJIKHO OBITh BAOCTaJIb !

— Mos noporasi, Koraa MyK4MHBI yOMBAIOT Ipyr Apyra u
OCTaBJISIIOT K€H JPYT Apyra BAOBaMH, B TOM HET HUYEro pOMaH-
taeckoro! Ho mout maspunk BepHyncsa! 2Kusou. .. Kak gonro g
K Jaua atoro qHs! Ham HykHO OyaeT cXonuTh B LIEPKOBb U MPH-
Hectu ['ocriony MonuTBy OarogapHocTu! — ckazasna Jienu ['uib-
na. — Her, Her! Mb1 nposeaem meccy! Tomum cinykaHKy K CBSI-
meHHuKy! IlycTh MOAroToBUT Ha 3aBTpa JJIMHHYIO U ITpeKpac-
HYIO Meccy!

— Tak u cnenato, matymika! M mecca HykHa! — BOCTOp)KEHHO
BOCKJIMKHY/1a AJIbeHOpPa, HO 3aTe€M €€ 4eJl0 OMpauuia TeHb, U
oHa mo0aBuna: — TopikecTBO OyneT He TOMBKO B YECTh €r0 BO3-
BpallleH!s1, HO U B YECTb €ro NMOoMOoNBKU... OH xeHurcs. U 3Ha-
eTe Ha KOM?

— /Kenurtca? — Ita HOBOCTH 3acTaBuJia Jiequ HopTtoH ocraHo-
BUTH LIar, IPUKaTh JIAAOHU K TPYIU U €Ba JIM HE 3aIljIakaTh OT
cyacTthsi: — AX, HeY:KeJIl CKOpo s1 Oya1y iepXkaTh B pyKax BHYKOB?
W xto xe ata cyacmBuua? [la nonwier um Bor cyacths u mio-
nopomus! IlycTs ee upeBO B3pacTUT M BBIHOCUT B ceOe MHOTO
aeren!

— OH xeHutrcs Ha bpuruae, marymka! — HaKJIOHUBIIUCH K
JIMIly MaTepu, TUXO cKazasia AnbeHopa. HuKkTo He nomkeH ObITh
YCIIBIIIATh UX Oecemy.

— Munast Mosi, HO Befib YK€ OOrOBOPEHO, UTO OHA BBIAAET 3a



Buibsama Teiopu! KoHeuHo, 3TO AypHO € €ro CTOPOHBI IIBITAThCS
NPUYMHUTH TeOe 00JTb U OTOMCTHTH 32 OTKa3, XKEHSCh HAa TBOEH
JIy4lieu nojpyre, HO... — TPOMKO 3allenTasa yauBJIeHHas Jieau
Hopron.

— 3abyapre 00 3ToMm! Hu Bpuruaa, Hu ee orten, HU ee MaTh
HE 3HAT O mHchbMe 3Toro aypaka! Ham ®wmmn mobur ee! On
HUKOT/Ia He TOBOPWJI MHE 00 3TOM OTKPBHITO, HO B CBOUX ITUCh-
Max 4yacTo CHpalIMBaJ O HEW U BeJIEN NepeaaBarh OT HEro ropsi-
YyKe NPUBETCTBUSI! — BKPAJUUBbIM TOHOM, THXO yBeIlleBajla MaTh
AJlb€HOpa: OHA YK€ CMUPWIACh C TeM, YTO bpuruaa He nony4ur
B MYXbsI TOrO, KOro JOOUT, Beb Mucc HopToH 3Hama, 4to ee
Opar Oyner JIIoOUTh ee MOAPYTY, 3alluIIaTh U XpaHuts. U Beapb
cam Pwnr 3aciaykuBaeT cyacTbs! Kak oH ckazair: «myctb bpu-
TU/1a He JIIOOWT ero ceifuac, HO MOMOOHT Mo3xke». Beap kKak Mox-
HO He TOTI0OUTh 3TOro OEJIOKYpPOro royyooria3oro Kpacasma?

—Ho... Ho bpuruna 6enna! Ee oterr He nacT 3a Hell puaaHo-
ro, Thl BeIb 3HAElIb, YTO OH B onaje! 3aueM HallleMy MaJlbyuKy
JKEHHUThCS Ha JEBUIE ¢ TakoW penyranuen? Yrto o Hac ckaxyT?
YTo MBI MOPOHUIIUCH C U3MEHHUKaMHK ? — BO3MYITIEHHO Opocuiia
Jenu ['wiibza, v ee Mo NOKPBLIOCh PYMSHIIEM.

— Bbl Tak roBopute, MartyIika, CJIoBHO Mosi bpuruaa kakas-To
pacyTHUIa! — JIEISHBIM TOHOM OTBETWJIA HA 3TO AJIbEHOpA:
CJIOBa MaTepH ITyOOKO ys13BuIM ee. — He ee BUHa B TOM, 4TO CIp
Puuapz oka3zasicsi TakuM MIIyMLIOM U niepenien nopory AxvHe bo-
neiin! Iloyemy oHa IOJKHA CTpagaTh U3-3a €ro AJIMHHOIO SI3BU-
TesbHOTO A3bIKa? Takou cynpyru, kak bpurnga, ®@unuy He cbic-



Kath B 11ejioM Mupe! [IpekpacHasi, Kak aHres1, poOKas, Kak JiaHb,
NOCITyIITHAS, KakK... — JleByIlika 3amHysach, He B CHJIaX TOJIBIC-
KaTh HY)XHOE CJIOBO, BEJlb Cama TIOCITYIITHOM OHA HUKOTIa He Obl-
JIa ¥ CTAHOBUTBCS He codrpaack. — Kak J0IKHO ObITh XKEHIIH-
He! Ceituyac ke 3a0epuTe CBOM CJIOBA OOPATHO, WM, KJISIHYCh, 51
HU CJIoBa Bam Ooutbilie He ckaxy! Hu croBa, mycth BB 1 Oyniete
Jie’aTh Ha cMepTHOM ofipe! — ['HeB AJIbeHOphI Ha HeCTIpaBe1JTu-
BOE 3aMeUaHue MaTepy ObUIT TaK BEJIMK, YTO OHA TOTOBA ObLiIa BO-
TUIOTUTH CBOIO YIPO3y B JEHCTBYE.

—Hy, uto Th1, arren moii! 1 mo6mo bpuruay Tak xe, kak Teos,
CJIOBHO OHA MOsI BTOpasi 104b! — MocHenvia UCIIPaBUTLCS JIean
HopToH U, 3auCKMBaIoIIE YIBIOHYBIIUCH, B3siJla JIAJIOHU JOYEPU
B cBor. — Hamr @wtun Oyzet cuactius ¢ veit! U s Oyny cyactim-
Ba He MeHee ero! Ho ormpaBiisiics ke B IEPKOBb, HE HYKHO UC-
KaTh CITy’)KaHKY! A 1 IOCTIeNTy Ha KyXHIO ¥ MPUKaXy HarOTOBUTD
CTOJIBKO JIAKOMCTB, YTO MX OCTaTKaMH MOXHO OyJeT HaKOPMUTb
THICSIUM TONPOIIaeK U OeIHIKOB!

Hkskok

3aiis B CTApUHHYI0 KaMEHHYIO 1IEpKOBb, B KOTOPOW JIETOM
CTOsUIa IPUSITHAS MPOXJIaja, a 3MMOM XO0JIOI, OT KOTOPOTO JI0 KO-
creil npomep3anu 1 Oteny Mapk, u ero npuxoxase, AjibeHopa ¢
yAUBJIeHUEM OOHAPYKWJa B HEW CBOIO TOIPYTY.

Bpuruna crosiia Ha KOJIEHaxX y pacrsThsl, BIEPUB B3IJIS/ B JIU-
1o Uucyca u meanenHo nepedupas yetku. Ee ryObl IBUrammch



B 0€33BYYHOIA, HO CTPACTHOM MOJIMTBE, OHA HE 3aMeyaia HUKOTO
U HA4ero BOKpyr. [leBymika npuiniia K Bory, 4ToOsl cripocuTh
€ro: 310 Ji1 cyabOa, KOTOpYIo OH kejaeT ajs Hee? Heyxenu eit
CYXJEHO CTaTh keHor Puinma, MyK4rHbl, KOTOPOT'O OHA HE JII0-
OUT ¥ HUKOT/1a He cMOkeT NMomoOuTh ? ITycTs OH OpaT AJTbEHOPHI,
MyCTh OH KPacuB M CHJIEH, a ero oter| oorar... OHa He XeJaeT
WJITH C HUM K ajITaplo, He KeJlaeT JIOXKUThCS C HUM B OpauyHyIo
NOCTEJIb.

«[Toyemy Thl Tak xkecTok KO MHe, ['ocnogn? § BepHas u no-
ciyiHasi TBoOsI 104b, HE MPOIYCTUIA HA OJIHON MOJIUTBBI, a HA
Mecce s MO IpoMYe BCEX, U AyIla MOs 3aMUPAET OT KaxXJI0ro
cJloBa, KoTopyio Thl Hanucall B cBALEHHON TBoei kHure. .. [1o-
yemy He Bunbam? [louemy ®unun? Ho oren Tak paa... Emy He
TepruTCs N30aBUTHCS OT MEHS, s YyBCTBYIO 3TO. .. [IpocTi MHe
MOU COMHEHH 1, IPOCTY MOE HETIOHUMAaHUE, MOIO IIIyNoCTh. .. Ho
910 71 Thl yroroBus1 MHe? BbITh Cynpyroi HemoOMMOro U Mare-
pblo ero netei? Eciv a, nail MHe 3HaK, U sl CMUPIOCh, 1 HUKOTTIA
6onbire He ycomHioch! Ecnm Het, ecrm 310... Henopasymenue
... i gro-To apyroe, ckaxu MHe! [Toka He no3ano! Iloka
s1 He cKazasia eMy: «CorlacHa» y cBsilieHHOTro TBoero arapsi!» —
Mosiach bpurria, mioTHO 3aKpbIB Ila3a U Cllerka MoKaurBa-
sICh B3aJl-BIepe], B Hajiexkae nonyunts or Co3parens oTBeT Ha
CBOM BOITPOCHIL.

— O, mos poporas... Tsl 31ech? — TUXO, YTOOBI HE UCITYTaTh,
JIACKOBBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHJIA HOAPYTY AJIb€HOPA.

Ho ona moponuia k bpuruae tak 6ecuryMHO, WM caMa MHCC



['n3 OblIa Tak yBJIeUe€Ha CBOE MOJTMTBOM, UTO, HECMOTPSI HA yYCH-
Js1 AJIbeHOPBI, CKJIOHEHHAs B MOJIMTBE JIEBYIIIKA PE3KO pacax-
HYJIa I71a3a U B3IPOTHYJIA, KaK JIMCT OT HEKAAHHOT'O MOPbIBa BET-
pa.

— I[poctu! 4 He xotena Hamyrarh Te0s... S mpuiia, YToObI
nonpocuth OTiia Mapka MoAroToOBUTh Ha 3aBTPa TOPKECTBEH-
HYIO MECCY B YeCThb Ballleli ¢ MOUM OpaToOM TIOMOJIBKH, — BUHO-
BaTO yJbIOHYIach AibeHopa. — Thl, clTy4aiiHO, He 3Haelllb, 3/1eCh
v oH? Vinu onsITh poMnajaeT Ha Jiyrax, cooupast Mary?

— IIpaBo, He 3Haw. .. f npunuia He kK HEMY, a K Haiemy Bce-
BbiliHEMY OTily, Beab OH Bceraa 34ech, — paccesitHo OTBETHIIA
Bpuruga. — Ho, eciu Thl HE IPOTUB, £ €11e TOMOJIOCh.

— KoneuHo, most Munas, st ue Oymy Oecriokoutb Teds... Ho
TOJIBKO TPEJICTaBb, YTO COBCEM CKOPO Thl U Dumwi Oyaere cro-
SITh y 9TOT0 CaMOTO alTapsi, YTOOBI COEIMHUTH BaIlM TN BO
Xpucre! — TUXO BOCKJIMKHYJIa AJIbeHOpa, OKUHYB B3IJIs1IOM pPOC-
KOIIIHBIM, YKPAIIEHHBIN 30JI0TOM aJITaph U 30JI0ThIE NIOICBEYHU-
ku. Ee oren He xkanen aeHer i LIepkBH M 4acTo MOIHOCKIT €1
Hiepbie MOAAPKU, KOTOPBIE C OJIarocJIOBEHUEM MPUHUMAJTHUCh.

— Ha... Oten ckazan, uyTo cBap0a OyAeT Ha cIeAaylolIel Hee-
ne... — ['onoc Bpuruapt apornyn. OHa He xeana oOuKarTh J0-
pOrylo eii TIoIpYTy HeXeJlaHWEM BBIXOIUTh 3a ee Opara, HO He
MOTJIa CKPBITh OT AJTbeHOPBI CBOETO pa304apoBaHusl U O0Jb, KO-
TOpBIE Ta JIETKO MTPOYMTAIIa Ha ee OEIOCHE)KHOM, KaK CHET, JIUIIE.
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