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IIpoJior

Ero nagoHu c10BHO NPWIKIUIA K TUCHEHOMY IIENKY. M OH 3HaJI, 4YTO HUKAKOE HallpshKEeHHE
MBIIIII, HAIKAKOE COMPOTHUBJICHNE ceiiyac He IOMOTyT yopaTh ux. Takas yx oHa, 3Ta Marus. ..

3aT0 M MIENK, U TUIOTHBIA KOPCaX, MPOIIMUTHIA 30JI0TBIMU HUTSAMH, MEPECTaIn ObITh MPENsT-
CTBHEM IJ14 NajbLeB. M OHH, e1Ba Kacasch, Iy TEIECTBOBAJIN IO €€ HEXKHOU KOXKE. XOTEI0Ch BEPUTH,
YTO TOU JKEHIIIMHE JIAHO OIILYyTUTH XOTsI ObI TIOJIOBUHY OT TOTO HAC/IAKICHUS, YTO Cevac MOIIomaeT
ero! BoT TOJIBKO NOHATB, TaK JIM 9TO, — HEBO3MOXKHO. .. [TonynpuKpbITHE I1a3a, TpENeuyIue crpe-
KO3UHBIMU KPBUIbSAMU BeKHU. .. HO €€ HEmoABUAKHOCTD — BCETO JIMIIb CIIEACTBUE 3aKJIMHAHUA.

A Kak OHa cuJjIbHa! DTO HAIO K€ — yCIiesla BBIXBAaTUTh KMHKaJ1! XUIHBIA KOHYUK JIE3BUS CEHl-
Yac MOYTH yIHUPAJICS B €r0 KUBOT U TP APYTHX OOCTOSTENIBCTBAX MPEBPATHIICS Obl B MTHOBEHHBIH,
HEMHUHYEMBII TPUroBOp. .. KoHeuHo, 17151 0OBIYHOTO YeNioBeKa.

U Begp OHa cOBEPIIEHHO TOYHO XOTella ero JJo0BU. XoTena 1 orTaikubaia! CTpaHHo. ..

OTkyaa eMy ObLJIO 3HaTh, YTO KEHILMHA, IPUKaATas 3aKJIMHAHUEM K CTEHE, UCIIBIThIBAET MIOUTH
TO K€ CaMoge, 4TO U OH?

['ne-To riryOoKo B €€ JKUBOTE CIAKO, MOYTH JO OOJIM YTO-TO CKMMAJIOCh, PA3rOHSLIO 0 Ty
TEIUIbIE BOJHEL. .. M HOrM MeJKO ApOoXajM, pasyM 3acTWIAN TyMaH, a Ceple TOTOBO ObLIO MPOJIo-
MUTB PEOpa 1 OTOPOCHUTH Uykue nasibipl! Harmble, GecriapnoHHble, HO 04eHb OCTOPOXKHBIE U HEXKHBIE,
CKOJIB3SIILIUE T10 €€ TPYIH. . .

A B ronoe TpeOoBaTeIbHO MM X PUTLIBIA Tosioc: «Yoei! OH npenaresb! Bpar umneparopa!
Voeii!..» Ho manblipl. .. Ero masnblisl CIOBHO MITYIIMIIM 37I00HBIN TOJIOC, THAJIM U3 co3HaHus. [la U pyka
JKEHIMHBI 0Cc1a0J1a HACTOJBKO, YTO €/1Ba YAEepKHMBajla PyKOATh KUHKaJa.

W Bapyr nenicTBre 3akJMHAHUA 3aKOHUWIOCh. OH HIarHys1 Ha3aj U CIIPOCHIL

— B 4ém peno? TBoE Teno xouet MeHs. A Thl... [Touemy?

— IloTomy 4TO HEHaBMKY NPUHYXAEHUE! — OTpe3aa OHa.

IIpuBBIYHASA HAAMEHHOCTDb Ha €0 JIMLE CMEHWIACh OTKPOBEHHBIM YIUBIICHHEM, JAkKE pacTe-
psaHHOCTBI0. OH OTOpBaJ PyKH OT IIENKA IUIAThsl, IIArHYJI Ha3a/l ¥ MPOLIEAN CKBO3b 3yObl:

— IHocmotpum.

Pe3ko nosepHysica u 3ammarai npods 1o KOpUIopy.

— U He 51e3p KO MHE CO CBOEM Maruen! — co 3710CThIO BBIKPUKHYJIA OHA BCIIEN.

KuHxkan BbICKOJIB3HYJI U3 JIAJIOHU Y 3a3BEHEJ HA KAMEHHBIX IUIMTax I0Ja.

OH ocTaHOBWIJICS, ME/IJIEHHO MOBEPHYJICSA U, IS Ha ONECTAILYIO CTajlb, KUBHYJI:

— He Oyny...

Omna nomneiTaylach BJIOXKHUTb B CBOHM TOJIOC ITPEAETIbHYIO IMOPLMIO capKa3Ma, KOrja CIIpocHIa:

— D70 XOTs1 OBl CTOMJIO TBOMX YCHIIUI?

OH Ha MTHOBEHHUE MPUKPbLI I71a3a, LIEBEJIbHYII aIbLaMU U YIbIOHYJICS, OyATO BCIIOMHUII YTO-
TO HEMMOBEPHO IIPEKPACHOE.

— Jlasxe HE COMHEBaucH. ...
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I'maBa 1

HUcropus 31a Hauanack B JIETHEW PE3UACHLIMY UMIIEPATOPA, B ITATHHUILY.

ToHKUi pacy€r 370YMBIILJIEHHUKOB, OCTPO MPUIPABICHHbIN 3aKJIMHAHUSMU, OMpaBaai ceos
LIEJINKOM M TTOJTHOCTBIO.

Jaxe B caMylo MyCTyIO TOJIOBY He MpHIIUIA Obl MBICTH OCTaHOBUTH KHsTUHIO [IlyBasioBy, rpa-
LIMO3HO BILIBIBUIYIO BO ABOpel!

Bce, KTO BUzIeN €€ CUATENBCTBO B TOT AE€Hb, YTBEPKIAIH, YTO HUYETO CTPAHHOT'O HE 3aMETUJIH.
Hu B 6e3ykopu3HEHHOM Hapsifie KHSITMHU, HU B €€ JIMlie, HA B 3HAMEHUTOM TUIETEHON KOP3UHOUKE. . .
C xopsuHouko# stoii [llyBasnoBa paccraBanach pa3Be UTo Ha Oajax — BA3aTh B TAKUX CIIy4asix Kak-TO
HE NPUHATO. V1 IMEHHO B 3TOW KOP3UHOUKE KaXIYyI0 MATHUIY OHA IPUHOCKIIA OYEPEIHON MOJAPOK
[APCTBEHHBIM 0CO0aM, TMOCJIE Yero OTIPABJISIIACh Ha TIPOTYJIKY IO OKPECTHOCTSIM.

KapaynpHble rBapaeiiibl IpOBOAWIIM CKYYAIOIIMMU B3IISAAMU BbIE3KABLIYIO YepE3 IBOPLIOBbIE
BOPOTa POCKOIIIHYIO KapeTy e€ cusAtenbeTBa. Ho uepes nqecaTb MUHYT CKyKa UX pa3Besilach HAIPOYb:
K BOPOTaM OT JIBOpIIa TMOJKaTuia Bropast kKapera KHsruau! Tonbko Oe3 JlakeeB Ha 3arsTkax u 0e3
Kyyepa.

Emé Tpyt MUHYTHI CITCTSI K BOPOTaM TIPUOBLT 3albIXaBIIUICS HAYQJILHUK KapayJia. 3arisiHyB
B KapeTy, OH OOHApYXUJI HEBOOOPA3UMO YKaCHOE: U3-TIOJ JIEBOM TPy e€ CUSTENhCTBAa TOopyasa
PYKOSITh HOXA.

Jlekaps 3Bath He craymu: kHaruHA LllyBanosa, AericTBUTENbHAS CTaTC-IaMa UMIIEPATOPCKOIO
ABOpA, MpeObIBaIa B HEOOpATUMO MEPTBOM cocTosTHUK. OHA CHJIeNIa, HEKHO YJIbI0asich YeMy-TO HeBe-
JOMOMY, HO IIPEKPACHOMY, U C:KUMAJIa B PyKax JIIOOMMYIO KOP3UHKY.

Kapery TimarenbHO NMpoBepuiIM Ha Marvio, a 3a MpPOEXaBIled PaHEe HEMEIJIEHHO BbICIAIN
TIOrOHIO.

Ho cmeprts I1lyBaioBoii, HECOMHEHHO TparyHasi ¥ iake HeBO3MOKHasl, MTHOBEHHO ObLTa pa3-
MazaHa JpyruMu, Kyjaa oosee CTpalHbIMU COOBITUSMHU.

B vac nononyaau B kabuHeT BeMKoro KHsI3s1-pereHTa Bopeajics 6e3 ctyka ooep-kameprep. OH
PYXHYJT Ha KOJIGHH, 3aTPSICCS, IBAX/IbI YIAPUIICS JJOOM B OCMAaHCKHUI KOBEP U, TIOJIBBIBASI, 3a00pMOTAT
YTO-TO HEBHSITHOE.

— IloknajipiBail Kak crienyer! — pABKHYIJ XO35IMH KaOUHeTa.

Obep-kameprep OTOpBaJI OT Bopca OeJloe Kak CHer JIUIO M, 3aUKasCh, BHIABUIL:

—To... lo... 'ocynape umnieparop. .. M-uzBonuiu. ..

—Yro?!

— N-ncuesnyrs... U-u-u... U-ucue3HyTb OHU U-U3BOJIWIIH. . .

W cxBaruics 3a ropIio, 3a/IIXasich Moj OSIEHBIM B3IJISIOM €r0 BHICOUECTBA.

k % %k

Yepr 6b1 mobpan 3tu Aetckue npasgHuku! He camux pereif, KoHEYHO. A BOT HEOOXOAUMOCTb
0e3 KOHIIa MOTaKaTh JIOOBIM, MOPOH MPOCTO MAMOTCKUM JKEIaHWsIM M MpudyaaMm... B kade opér
MY3bIKa, BCE CBepKaeT, OypHBII Mpa3AHUK JUIMTCA TPETH yac, U s Oonblie yxe He mory! Ho neru
B 9TOM HE BUHOBATHI. ...

Bocmnonk3oBaBivch nepepbIBOM Ha MOEAaHKE TOPTa, s BhIOekaa Ha yJIUITy Kak OblTa — B KPYT-
nbIx oukax u napuke [appu [Torrepa. [IpoBepuia «BoseOHy0 najouky» — He cnépiu! U cxparu-
Jlack 32 TesieoH.

— Maiu, a Mam? Tel MeHs He nogmeHuIb Ha 3aBTpa? Tam Beero-To Kapiicona B nerckom cany
OTBITpaTh. ..
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— Yo, GouIlibCsl, OMATh MPOTEJUIEp OTOPBYT? — I3BUTEJIBHO OTKJIMKHYJIACH TTOPYTa.

— Hy, Ma-am. .. — B3monwiack s1. — Cujt HeTy, XOTb yoeii!

— A mnarsaT uyto? BooOitie st 3aBTpa OTABIXaTh COOMPATIACh. ..

— Jla ommuno 3ariatsar! Kak Bcerga! — yBepuia s1. — Hy uero tebe, nensru He HyxHbi? Y 0Opa3
EBbIN ke! KapicoHy 1 3aiHUITy MacCKMpOBATh HE HAJ0 — BIIOJIHE cebe K MecTy !

— Karepuna, s1 ceronHs otnaxasa jpa paza cmypgukom! Cemb MoToB conuio!

— A s BUII-nporpammy padoraio [Torrepom! Uynecaryio no yrmm!

Mairka, Kak 4 si, BOCTpeOOBaHHBIN aHUMATOP. 3aKa3uMKH NIepeIatoT HAcC APYT APYTY, KaK Belllb,
HO 3TO He 0c000 pa3dpakaer: JOXOI MOCTOSHHBINA, a padoTa XOTh M HENETKasi, 3aT0 MPUOBLTbHAS.
[TpaBna, KOCTIOMYMKH JIOCTAJIH, 3TO Ja... 5l B JUIMHHOW MaHTUU CETOIHs BCIOTeNa, CJIOBHO BarOHbI
rpy3uia... A Befib eme JOMOM JOOUPAThCs CO 3I0POBEHHON CYMKOW PeKBU3UTA!

— To1 % Mos1 30my111Ka, — TOCOYYBCTBOBAJIA NOZIPYTa, HEAOCIYIIAB MOE HBIThE. — MallluHy 1aBHO
ropa KyluThb!

— Vry, — cornacmiachk s1. — Ha «Jlekcyc» pyOneit TpuanaTe He xBaraer. [ onmyOas meuTa, Oebiii
KOHb, a MPUHIIA MOKHO HE MPUKJIAIbIBATS. . .

Mainmna aeficTBUTebHO ObUTa HyXHa mo3ape3! Ho Tekyiiye pacxoas! M MeJIKue MPUsATHOCTU
OTKYCBIBIU OT BOXKJIEJICHHOTO JIMYHOTO TPAHCIIOPTA 3HAYUTEIIbHBIE KYCKH — TO KOJIeco, To Gamriep. ...

— Hy, MHe u npeBHero «gopnuka» 3a 1ja3a, — pe30HHO cka3ayia Maika. — Bot Ha kBapTupy
ckorumio — Torna «Jlekcye»... Kak tam Ierpocsia roBopun? «Pa3o6bioch, HO Hakorumo! Hakormo u
pa3o0bIoCh ! »

Cuactbe, 4yTo y MeHs1 KBapTupa ectb! Jloctanack OT nouuBineii MamuHou TETKU. [IpaBaa, poau-
TEJIM OTITYCTHJIA MEHsI )KUTh OTEJIBHO JIUIIH B HAJIEKIE, YTO SJMHCTBEHHOE YaI0 ABAIIATH MSTH JIET
OT poy, oOnajiaroriee COOCTBEHHOW KULIOMIAIbIO, BRICKOUUT HAKOHEIl yaauHo 3amyx. Vmm xots
Obl poIUT BHYKa 6e3 Myka — Jiyuiire AByX. 0o 1pyroro mpumeHeHus MHE OHU He BUIAT. Mama Tak
BOOOIIE CYMTAET, UTO JIydIlle ObITh OSTHBIM MearoroM, YeM XOPOIIIO OTUIaYMBACMbIM YaCTHBIM aHU-
MaTopoM. ..

— JlanHo! — B3n0XHYNAa MHe B yXo Mamka. — ['ynsii, Katioxa, mos Henpyxa... CkuHb ajgpec
1 BpeMs.

Most BTOpasi roy0ast MeuTa Oblia MOMPOIIEe: OTAENATHCS OT COCEICKOro nekuHeca. Ho ato yxe
COBCEM HEIOCTHIKHIMO.

Itoro rica 1 HeHaBUea OoJbIie Beex Ha cBeTe! Meskasi akocTh HOPOBUJIA TAMTHYTh KakI0TO
BCTpe4uHOro. M BCE paBHO eMy, CBOM 3TO WJIM UyKUE U 32 UTO XBararTh. I JaBHO CMUpPHWIIACh, YTO yIIa-
CTBIA YpPOI4 MOCTOAHHO pBéT MHE KOJITOTKHU, a ranuThb C 6JIa)KCHHbIM BBIPAXKEHUEM Ha MOPAC HOPOBUT
He Ha ynu1e, a B udre. Youna 6s1! Ho Tyt emy nosesno. Ero xo3siiika, AnTonnHa CepreeBHa, camast
Muiasi B Mupe 0a0ysis. [loqkapmimBaeT MeHs MMPOXKKaMU, He JIOCTaET paccKa3aMu O ObLIIOM M TJIaB-
HOM, HE TIPOCUT CXOAMTH 3a Xj1eOoM... CIIOBOM, YMCTBII aHTeN BO IUIOTH, a He ctapynika! Tombko
OoJeeT 4YaCTeHbKO, a 5, ECTECTBEHHO, BBIHYK/IEHA T'YJISITh C €€ 000kaeMoy TBapblo. M yBepeHa: BbITY-
JIMBaTh KPOKOAMJIA TOPa3Io NpusiTHee U Oe3omnacHee!

Jloma 1 He ycriena qaxe pyKu MOMBITh. B [Beph 3ackpediach coce/ika U € ThICSYbI0 M3BUHEHUI
BpYyumMJIa MHE NMOBOJOK «M3MyuuBIIerocs: Tyceuku». YToO OH Tak My4dmIIcs, Kak s!

[Mocite THEBHOTO AOX/IsI IPsI3UINA BO IBOpe Oblla CTpalHasi, HO TIcy 9To 1o Oapadany. [TnaHo-
MepHO OOHIOXaB BCE KYCTHI BO JIBOpE Y 33/IpaB JIaly y KakI0ro JAepeBa M CToji0a, JOXMaToe YyIHIle
MOTAIIMIO MEHS 3a JIoM. Tsra y Hero mpu KpoIIEUHbIX pa3Mepax M BIPsMb, KaK Yy KPOKOAWIIA, a
MOTOMY 51 OOBIYHO 0CO00 HE YIUPAKoCh: Uy, Kyda 30BET codaube cepmie. Ho 3a ToMoM okazamch
Jy>ku 110 KoneHo! TyT yxk s HaTsiHy/1a TOBOJOK Y NONBITAIaCh BOBMYTUTBCS:
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— Tonbko He Tyna! ¥V MeHs mransl He Ka3éHHble! Tycuk, ctoi, 3apa3za! Hazan! C-ckotuna
nopas!..

Becnonesno! Yepe3 MUHYTY B KPOCCOBKAX XJIIOMAJIO, a 51 TIOKOPHO OpeJia 3a Mep3aBleM K ove-
PEIHBIM HeHcceA0BaHHbIM KycTaM. Ho ocTaHaBIMBaThes y 3apociieit eKMHeC He COOMpaICs: TIOTED
HAIpOJIOM U OTYasIHHO 3aJasil.

— Yo Tebe Tam HyxHO?! TycuK, /1a 3aTKHHUCH!

[1éc — HeBeposITHOE /110 — 3aMOJTYall, CJIOBHO €r0 BBIKJIIOUMJIM, U 51 YCJIbIIIAIA COABICHHBIN
KAJIOOHBIN. . . TIMICK ?

Touno!

HamotaB moBoiok Ha OmkaiImid Cy4ok, s1 OeccTpaliHo mojesna B Kyctsl. [lltanam yxe 6e3
pa3HMIIbI, a MHE UHTEpecHO. Tyceuka-ChIIMK He ToIKavYall: 3a KyCTaMu 51 OOHapyKujia HeOOJIbIIIOMH,
KPEIKO 3aBsI3aHHBIN MEIIOK, OTBPATUTEIBbHO TPSI3HBIN M BOHIOUMA. BHYTpU cabo 1eBenmioch u
TOHEHBKO MSIYKaJIO.

— Bot cBonoun! — pacrepsiHHO ckazaa s, AEprasi BEpEBKY B MOIBITKAX Pa3Bs3aTh e€.

Bepégka He nojiaBasiach, a B MEIIIKE 3aMSIBKAJIA Ha JBa TOJIOCA COBCEM YK KaJocTHO. [Ipu-
nétcst Oparh BeCh KOMIUIEKT ¢ COOO0M — 3[1eCh criacatesibHas oneparis HeBO3MOKHA.

INonxBaTHiIa MEIIOK, MOBOIOK U OT/Jajla COBEPIIEHHO OECCMBICIIEHHYIO KOMaHY:

— Tycuk — nomoii!

[léc, Ha ynuBneHue Moya, TAHYJICS 3a MHOU. [laxke ynupasicsi He O4eHb-TO. ..

[lepenas uzreazganHoro nekuHeca AHTOHUHe CepreeBHe, 1 METHYJIAaCh K CBOEH KBapTHUpe.

— Yro cinyuniiocs, KaTioma? — ucryraHHo cipocuiia coceika.

— Jla Bcé B nopsike, T€Th Tonb! Bam Tycuk koTaT Hamén! — noBegania s, OTOMpasi JBEPb U
APYro pyKo IeMOHCTpHUpYs 0alysie MemoK. — BRIKUHYJI KTO-TO B MEIIKe, YT0O M310XJH !

— Ox, 060xe x Tbl MOH!.. OX, KaKHUe XK€ 3JIbIE JTIOIN. . .

— He 6ecniokoiitech, T€Th ToHB, yke criacensl! f K Bam moTom 3aiy !

TpéxupeTHas MJeTéHast BEpEBKa He MOJ/1aBalach, U 51, YEPThIXasCh, CXBAaTWJIACh 32 KyXOHHBIN
HOX. W TyT 3Ta camas ynopHasi 3aBsi3Ka, CJIOBHO MCITyTaBLIMCh, IECTPOM 3MEMKOH CIIOM371a Ha MO,
U s TOJyYWsia BO3MOKHOCTh U3BJIeub IJIEHHUKOB. [IBa KoT€éHKa. CoBceM ellé Mesikue, Mecsiia 1o
nonTopa, HaBepHoe. Oparh OHH yKe TOJIKOM He MOIJIH — cureny oopeueéHHo. U Bonsumn! Tak xe, kak
MEIIIOK: TO JIM TYXJION pBIOOM, TO Jin emé Kakou magaibio. [Ipunércsa mpith. .. Ho cHavama, KoHevHO,
KOPMHUTB!

N memiok B 1Ba makeTa 3aCyHyTbh. A JIydille — B TPH.

[Noka 51 HayMBasTa B OJTIOAITIE MOJIOKO, YEPHBIN KOTEHOK YCIIEN CMBITHCS TOJ1 CTOJI U OTTY/IA MPHU-
Hsuics Ha MeHs (bipkath. [lake miaza ropemu! Hamyrancs Geonaxka 10 cMepTH. .. BTopoid, cBeT-
JIEHbKUH, JIeXkKaJl TaM, IJI€ 5 ero OCTaBUJIa, HO MOJIOKO ITUTh HE CTaJl, a KOrja s OThIKasla ero MOpoy-
KO B O/mofiiie, My4eHUIeCKH 3aKPbUI IJ1a3a U cAesIal BU, 9To ymep. BoT qypauné, g xe Bac cracaio!

C koTsiTaMu 51 IPOBO3MIIACH OOJIbIIIE Yaca. HAKOpMUTB MX Tak U He yIaJIoCh, HO 00a COM3BOJIHIIH
MOMUTH BOABL. A YK Kak sl UX MbUIa — 3TO OTAesbHas necHs1! CBETICHbKUI OKa3aJICsl IEBOUYKOM, U
MBIThE 3Ta OapbIIIHA TiepeHecia crondecku. COOCTBEHHO, MPOOJTKAA IPUTBOPATHCS TIOTyMEPTBOM,
TOJIBKO MEJIKO TPsICIIach.

3aKkyTaB KUCKY B IMOJIOTEHIIE U OJIEsIO, s IPUHSIACH 32 YEPHOTO. DTOT MEPTBBIM COBCEM HE
BeirIsiAe! OTOMBasICs, Kak HACTOSAIIMIA MykuuHa. M30apan MHe Bce pyKu, HO, HAKOHEII, BHIOWJICS
13 CHJI ¥ TOJIBKO OOPEUEHHO THUXO IIHIIET, TOKOPUBIIIUCH CHIIE.

O06paboTaB pyKH MEPEKUCHIO, 51 IOMBLIACH CamMa, HACKOPO Toesa U nmodesxaia K korsram. 06a
cnani. Eme Obl, CTONBKO NMPUKJTIOUEHUI CBAIMIJIOCH HA MX KOPOTKME XBOCTHI! §I coopynuia B yriy
THE3/I0 U3 ofiesiia, MOCTaBUIIa PSIIoM OJIOIe ¢ MOJIOKOM M CBAJIMIIACH CIaTh, JOBOJIbHASL coOOM. U
Tycukom — uto x noaesnars! ChIIYK. ..
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VY1po Obuto MpUATHBIM. Briepeau msth qHel O6e3 3a00T, a MOTOM MPOCTEHBbKAsA, HO XOPOIIO
orutaunBaeMasi pabora. Uroo crapyxy [lamoksik He ceirpars?! CoBceM yxk He 3HAIO, KEM HaI0 OBbITh!
[Ipeiraii ceGe 1a Oeraii ¢ HAKJIAJHBIM HOCOM, J]a HECH axMHel0. [IeTsiM moueMy-To 3TO OUYeHb HPABUTCS.
Jla 1 B3pOCIIbIE PIKYT.

A emé y meHs ectb KotsAta! OHM, KCTaTH, TaK U CUJIC]IM B CBOEM THE3/IE U AaKe HE IIUTen. A
BOT MOJIOKa B OJTIOIIIE TIOUTH HE OCTajoch! 3HaUUT, mpodieMa KoIlaubero 3aBTpaka ornania. Bmecre
C BEpOSATHOW CMEPTHIO OT rojoja.

PaccMoTpeB HallIEHbIIIEH Ha CBEXKYIO TOJIOBY U IPH COTHEYHOM CBeTe, 51 OYKBaJIbHO odurena.
Her! Cratp ropnoit oGnaatesibHUIEH Mapbl TOPOAUCTHIX KOIIAKOB — 3TO, KOHEYHO, MpusaTHO. Ho
KaKUM HaJI0 OBITh UAMOTOM, YTOOBI 0Opedb Ha CMepTh Takylo Kpacoty? [Ipomasnu Obl 110 0ObsBICHUIO,
1 HeJEueBo!

Kotuk okazasicst BoBce He YEpHBIM. TouHee, TPEXCIONHBIM: YEPHBIE KOHUMKH IIEPCTUHOK, O]
HUMH IIOKOJIAJIHBIN MeX, a JIaJibliie ajieBbli noameépcTok. Hy 1 TOHKoe okepesibe U3 OesbIX YacThiX
MATHBIIIEK W TaKOM ke poMOMK Ha rpynu. CecTpuiia TOXe CJIOHMCTast: BCA MayieBasi, C MOJOCOUKAMHU
NoTeMHee, a MOAMEPCTOK OTIMBAET roayosM. Oxepenbe Toke UMEETCsl, HO Ha TPYyIU KPYIJICHbKUIA
cepblii «MeaTboHYMK». M 00a mymmmcteie 1o HeBo3MoxHocTU! He Xymple, HO yXacHO O€praHsble,
HEpBHBIE.

JI1s1 perieHust Jpyrux KOIMIaubMX MpoOJieM MPHIIUIOCh TIOCe CKOPOCTHOTO 3aBTpaKa OTITPaB-
JISITBCS B TIOXO/.

B Omkaiiiiem MarasuHe KOpMa JUIsl KOTAT HE OKa3aJloch, U 5 MOTAIMIIACH 32 TPU BEPCTHI B
CrielMaIu3uPOBaHHBIN NMaBWIbOHUMK. KynuB Hy)HbI «Buckac» ABYX BUIIOB — CYXOW W KUIKUM, a
320IHO [Tapy MUCOK, JIOTOK 1 HAalIOJIHUTEJIb, 51 BEPHYJIACh JOMOW B TBEPION YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO OCYACT-
JIMBJTIO CHIACEHHBIX )KUBOTHHOK I10 TOJIHOM MPOTpaMMe.

Kaxk 651 He Tak!

Kotuk k mucke naxe He nojgome. [Tpunioch mogHeCcTy U NOTHIKATh MOPIOYKOM, HO TBapIOIIIKA
BBIPBAJIACh, OTIIPHITHYJIA YyTh HE HA METP M YCelach KO MHE 3a/I0M, HEPBHO IMOAEPIUBasi XBOCTOM.
[Nocaaky B JIOTOK MEJNKHMH KOIIAYMiA JIOPI BOOOIE BOCHPUHSII KaK OCKOpOJIeHHe: BbUIE3 HAPYKY,
nepeneépruBasich OT OTBPAIIEHHs U OPE3IIIMBO OTPSIXUBAsI JIATKH.

Kormeuka nosesa ceOsi ernie Kpyde: OCTOPOXHO MOHIOXaB «BHckac», OTIpsiHyIa OT MUCKH, TTPU-
KpbUIa IIa3KH 1 TJIABHO OCea, YTKHYBIIMCH HOCOM B 11oJ1. CJIOBHO B OOMOPOK yTiajia, Y4eCTHOE CJIOBO!
41 oTHecna e€ K JIOTKY M Aaxe CMOTPETh He CTalla, YTo OHa OyAeT JesaTh.

UYaca B MHTEpHETEe MHE XBaTUJIO, YTOOBI OMPEETUTh MOPOAY: XaineH 1 (o — NIOTIaHICKast
JUIMHHOWIEPCTHAsA, BUCIOyXasi. VI 4To-TO OYEeHb MOX0kee. A BOT «MeJaIbOHbD», BUAATh, 1151 KOrO-
TO ObUTH epekTamu. .. Ho B memok-to 3auem?! 7KyTh Kakasi!

C KOpMEKKOM ITOM MapouKu mpodiemMa pa3permiach Bo BpeMs odena. Moero obdena. B mmane
SKOHOMHH BpPEMEHHM s OTpe3asia [[Ba KpyKKa BapEHOW KOJIO0AChl M COOPYIWIA BIIOJIHE MPUJINYHBIC
OyTepOpobl — OYeHb YIOOHO it OJeHUs Tepel KOMIIOM U TeuKkoM. Tak BoT. Emi€ 10 moioBUHBI
niepBoro OyTepa s OlIyTHIa MATKOE MTPUKOCHOBEHHUE K Hore. [ TsiHy/1a BHU3 1 0OHAPYKHJIa KOIICUKY,
3aJIpaBIIYIO TOJIOBY U COCPEJOTOUEHHO PaOOTaBIIYI0 MAJICHBKUM HOCHUKOM — SIBHBI MHTEpeC!

Kycouek kosnbackl OHa MpUHSsIA ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM M OBICTPEHBKO Chesia. A BOT TPETUH HE TPO-
HyJIa — OTIPABUJIACh TIOJ CTOJ M OYKBAJIBHO BBHITOJIKAJIA OTTyAa cBoero Oparia. OH jaxe mapy pas
OTPBI3HYJICSA, HO JIO KOJIOACHI JIOTON3, CXBATHII € 3y0aMu M I0pKHYJT 0OpaTHO B CBOM IIITA0.

4l Bctama, — a yTo Aenarh? — oTpe3aja U U3MeNIbumiia, Kak CMOIJIa, Kojdacy, 1, HachillaB e€ B
OmofIIie, OCTaBMIIa 32 HOXKKY cTona. KoTara cbenu BeE.

[No3’e OHM OIIEHWIN U COCHCKH, OCTBIBILIUE, HO 00S3aTEIbHO MOAOTPEThIe B MUK POBOJIHOBKE,
a Takxe KoHcepBbl «Caiipa». Hy 1 MOJIOKO, KOHEYHO. DTO KTO K MX Ha TaKylo AUETY rnocaaui?!
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C 510TKOM, 110 CUACTBIO, TOXKE yTpsiciaoch. Ho Korga oHM noceiany TyajleT — Hy pa3y He BUjena.

EmeE MeHst oceH0, UTO CHIThIE KOTATA 00s13aHbI IMETh UMEHA. A TO KaK-TO HEXOPOIIIO B IJIaHE
OOIIEeHUSI.

Koraa s mopomnuia K rHE30BbI0 MOMX TMOJIOTIEYHBIX, KOTHK Ha MEHsI Aaxe He 3allumes, XOTs
Y HAXMYPHJICSL.

— Bor u mpaBmiibHO!| — noxBanmia s. — Yero myp3urbes? Jlyuie apyxkuth. Xodenb ObITh AJlb-
dbpenom? Tede Obl BIOIHE MOOIILIO.

He xenarormii craHoBUTHCS AJTb(ppeioM KOTEHOK (PBIPKHYJT M HAXMYPHUICS eInIé OosblIie. 3aTo
TIO/IHS1JIa TOJIOBY JTIOOOTIBITHASL KOIIIEUKA.

— A TBI X0ueb crath Acbkoii? HeapucTokpaTniHO, KOHEYHO, HO OY€Hb YIOOHO.

Kucka 3eBHyna, 1 s1 BHOBb 0OpaTHIIach K e€ Opariry:

— Toraa o1 Oynems SAcbkoii! M He xmypbest! Ouenb aaxke xoporo: Jcbka n Acbka!

Xmyputbes SIcbke ObLIO Kak Obl ¥ HEKya — MOPAOUKa yKe He MO3BOJIsLIa. A TIOTOMY OH IPOCTO
MOBEPHYJICS] HA OOK U YCHYJI.

A em€ uepe3 aeHb AcbKa pelnia, 4To KU3Hb Y MEHS Ha KOJIEHsIX MHOro uHrepecHeu. [1pu-
IIUIOCh CaMO# €€ B35ITh Ha PYKH — KHMCKa SIBHO HaMepeBaslach JIe3Th 110 MOEH I'ojiof Hore. A 3aueM
HaM MPOOJIEMbI C KOT'TSIMU B OOIIeHUH?

Slcbka cectpuily ocyxaai. XOoui o KOMHATe, XMyPHJICS U U3peKa MsKajl. TopornuTh coObI-
THS 51 HE TOKesasa, HO yrajiaia TOYHO: Yyepes3 4ac K HOTe MPHKaJIOCh YTO-TO MYIIKHCTOE, HO KOTAa s
MOCMOTpEJIa BHU3, KOT CUJEJ B CTOPOHKE. BCE Takow ke XMypbIil U HETTPUCTYITHBIN.

Vike K Beuepy 00a MyIIMCTHIX Yy/a Claid Ha MOUX KOJIEHSX, MTOKa 51 00IIaIach B KOMIIE C KOJI-
neramu 1o 1iexy. C anumatopamu. CBOOOTHON PyKOM MOYECHIBASA 32 YIITKAMH TO OTHOTO, TO JPYTroro,
s IPUKUABIBAJIA, YTO KOrjia AChKa U SIChKa BBIPACTYT — MOETO TeJla HE XBATHT.

B 3Ty HOUb MHE IPUCHWICS CTPaHHbIA COH. B 00111eM-TO, 6€3yCIOBHO 3POTHUYECKUI: PSIOM,
CKHHYB C TIOCTEJI OJIesIyI0, JIeKal My)KUMHa ¢ noTpsicaioieil purypoit. OH CTpacTHO JlacKail MeHs,
HE OrpaHMYMBAsICh IIeed M IPyIblo, a 5 Jiekaua HEeMOABIKHO, HE OTBeYasi, HO U MPOTUBUTHCS HE
MBITAIACh. YMeJTble TaJIbIbl YEPTUIIM 3aMBICJIOBATBIE Y30pbl HA MOEH KOXe, HeXKHble TyObl IIPOKJIa-
ObIBAIA JTAOUPUHT TOPOKEK, U I C TPYAOM yAepKUBAJIACh OT CJIAJKUX CTOHOB. BOT TOMBKO. .. JIMII0
HEe3HaKoMIIa ObLJIO pa3MbITO, CJIOBHO B TyMaHe, IIBET BOJIOC He pa3o0Oparts. .. U romoc! He 3Haio — ero
wm Het? Bpoze Obl poT-TO 3aHAT. HO To0oc ObUL: HABSI3UMBBIN, CIIETKA MPE3pUTENIbHBIN, OH Jie3 B
YIITH, Mellast HacJaxIaTbcsl mporcxofsanmMm: «Yoei! Onu 310! Yoeit!..»

VkacHbBIM OBUIO W TO, YTO, KOT/IA 51 BBIHBIPHYJIA M3 CHA, TOJIOC MPOAOJIKAI 3By4aTh. XOTS U
HECKOJIbKO THIE. BKITIOU€HHOE MHOI Opa MOJBIXHYJIO 3JI0BEIUMM OarpoBbiM cBeToM. U mpu sTOM
’KYTKOM OCBEIIEHUH s MPOLUIENaa K THe3/1y KOTAT. [1o cyacTbio, ¢ HUMHU BCE OBbLIO B MOPSIIIKE.

— Kak MOxHO faxke aymarb Takoe?! — rnpoxpuriena si.

Bpa 3aropenioch poBHBIM KeJITOBATHIM CBETOM, a rojioc ucues. 5l normaguia SIcbky, v oH, Mpu-
OTKPBIB I71a3, TO JI1 MYPKHYJI, TO JIU XPIOKHYJI B OTBET.

Ha cnenyronryto Houb coH oBTOpuics. CTOMb ke SIPKUid, Ka3aI0Ch Obl, MPUSATHBIN, HO HAIIPOYb
WCTIOPUYEHHBIN OTUYETIMBBIMU MTPU3BIBAMHU K YOuiicTBy. COMHEBAIOCh, YTO KTO-HUOYIb CMOT OBl TTOJTY-
Yarh yIOBOJLCTBUE MPU MOJOOHOM 3BYKOBOM oopmiieHnr. OIHAKO eciii yoparh ToJIoc, a eme Obl
Jydiie HasBy ... Ho TyT ocTaBasioch TOJBKO B3/IbIXATh.

HasBy mMHe BHoiHE XBaTWJIO MApOYKHU TIOMBITOK CO3[aTh OTHOLIEHUS. MOXET, MpOCTO He
TMOBE3J10, HO JIake B TUIaHe (PU3HOIOTMH JIBa MOUX PEasTbHBIX MYXKHKA SIBHO HE IOTATUBAJIH JI0 HE3HA-
KOMIIa U3 cHa. Tak 4To 3aBOAUTH OYEPEJHOTO COBEPILEHHO HE XOTEJIOCh.

Ha 4eTBEpTyIo HOUb COH OOJIOMAJICA 1O TIOJTHOM. A sI COBCEM yXke pellinia, YTo ICHXHUaTp He
TAKOM YK U OECIIONE3HBIN CrielUaucT. .. B MoéM ciydae. Bc€ Hauasoch IPUBBIYHO: JIACKOBBIE PYKH,
NpUSATHBIE OmIyIieHus. .. Ho, Kak ToibKO [1es10 JOILIO A0 MPU3biBa K CMEPTOYOUICTBY, MOSIBUJIHCH
KOTTHCTBIE KOIIIAUbH JIAMbl U 32T STUM pyKaMm skapy! ['ofoc TyT ke mogaBuiicsi Ha TIOTYCJIOBe, a
MeHsI BLIOPOCHJIO U3 CHA.
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Xopo11o, YTo s He BCKOYMJIA C KpOBaTH Kak oryaiieHHass! Haoporuna 6b1 gen! [Toromy urto y
MOETO JIAIIA C IByX CTOPOH JIeXkKalu, MypJIbIKasi, IBa MyIIHCTHIX TeJbla: Fcbka u AchbKa.

Bot nHTEpecHO — 9TO OHM CBOMMM JiariaMy MHe B Mo3r 3ae3m?! Ho cnath ¢ ocTphIMH KOTO-
TOYKaMH OKOJIO Jiniia — repedop! A eIé st Kak-ToO 0YeHb COMHEBAIOCh, YTOOBI KOLIKU MY PJIbIKaJIH,
KOTJa CIIAT. ..

[Neperanmme 06oux cede moj OOK, s YKpbUIa UX U YIBIOHY/IACH:

— Cnacutenu Modu. ..

W nposanunace B coH. YKUCTBIN, paJlOCTHBII: OTPOMHBII YXOXKEHHbIN Cajl, MHOKECTBO YAUBU-
TEJIbHBIX 1IBETOB. ..

Ho mpaBay roBopsiT: Bc€ xoporiee, Kaxyleecss CTaOMIbHBIM, €ClIM He BEYHbIM, KOHUYAeTCs
BEChbMa IMeYaIbHO.

— Bc€ s ThI MCTIONTHWIL, KaK 51 TpUKa3an’?

— la, rocnoauH. .. ToJbKoO. ..

— OtBevaii!

— Bcé caenait, kak npukaszaiu! Tonbko Koraa nepeksiaibiBall, ypoHWI 3aBsi3Ky. .. Ho 3aneuaran
Ha/IEXKHO, CBOEH MOSICHON BEPEBKOIA !

— ypak! — yciblian OH B OTBET U BTSIHYJI TOJIOBY B TUIEUH MO JIEISTHBIM O€3KaIOCTHBIM B3IJIs1-
oM. — Ho nHuiMaTuBHLIN. .. ITa BepeéBKa?

XonéHasi pyka OTTsIHyJa TPEXIBETHHIN LIHYP, pa3a TP OOMOTaHHBIN BOKPYT TOsica HEPaIu-
BOI'O MCIIOJTHUTEIS.

— Ia, rocnogux!

BpUTBEHHO-OCTPBIN KIIMHOK OTCEK KYCOK IIHYypa 1 6e3 may3bl BOH3UWJICS B Topiio. be3xusHeH-
HOE TeJIo el nagasno, a nécTpas 1o0bua yke CKpbulach B YEPHON KAMEHHOM IIKATYJIKE.

— XoTb Kakasg-To Mojib3a... Beo omexay cxkeub. [lo Hutku! Teno cOpocuth B Be3noHHYyO
I'norky. 1 KOBEP BBIUKCTHUTS. ..

HavansHuk kapayna TOKJIagpiBajd B OOJBIIOM yauBieHWHW. Jlaxe B ronoce He CMOT 3TOro
CKpbITh. HO OHO M HEMYZIPEHO: TOJBKO YTO OT BenmMKoro KHsi3si-pereHTa OyKBaJabHO BHIHECTH 00ep-
Kameprepa, a cefiuac ero BhICOUECTBO CITYIIAI C JISASHBIM CIIOKOHCTBUEM.

— ...Ha pasBuiike oOHapyskeHa OpolleHHas KapeTa ¢ YeThIpbMsl Tpynamu BHyTpH. Mimneliku o
clieJlaM JIByX JIPYTHX KapeT 4epe3 JBa KIWJIOMeTpa OOHAPYKUIU TaKylo ke KapTUHY. ..

— IlpecnenoBanue npekparuTh! — pacnopsiiniICs pere’t. — 7o JokHbI cien! Mmneparop
aBopia He nokuaain. Hemensist coOpars OTpsiA: TpH JTydllIve UIEHKY U ABEHAIaTh TEMHBIX CTpaskei!
[Toeny cam!

— Ho, Bamie BeicouectBo! Oxpana Bopiia Oyaer ocnadieHa!

— A 4rto BB U3BOJIMTE OXpaHATh BO ABopiie?! Teneps... KTo-T0 BOCHonb30BaICss KOPUIOPOM
MOPTAJIOB B nojzemedibe 1Bopiia. [oraém no témnomy crneay! [opBy Heroasies!

k% %k

Becp Mup crpemutcsa k rapmonun. IIpaBia, HEKOTOpBIE yTBEPKIAIOT, YTO K Xaocy... Ho MHe
Oonblie HpaBUTCs TepBbli BapuaHT! Tem Ooliee 4TO y MEHsI HA KOMIIBIOTEPHOM CTOJIE BOIIAPUIIAChH
MMEHHO FApMOHMSI.
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o 3toro Ackka ¢ SIcbKkOi HEMHOTO TTOB3/IOPWIIM. YMHAS JIEBOYKA YXUTPUIIACh 3a0paThCsl MHE
Ha Ipylb ¥ ¢ KOM(OPTOM YCTPOUTHCS, & HEAOBOJIBHBIN Opatell, BCTaB Ha 3a/IHUE JIAMTKU, YXUTPHJIICS
napy pa3 TpecHyTb ACbKy 110 3agHu1e. Ho 3TOT KOH(IMKT 5 npecekia B KOpHe — He Jieiio 31o! Cre-
Jlajia BHITOBOP SIchKe, Mocaauiia ero psijioM C KJIaBUaTypoy U Kak ClieyeT Ipuyecalia CrieliuaabHOu
HIETKOM-YECKOU. A BOT 3TO YK€ BO3MYTHUJIO ACBKY. ..

B o0mem, npruecana o00oMX M yJIOKHIA CIaTh B CBOIO BSI3aHYIO JIBDKHYIO INArouky. Mup,
apyxoal..

Ho rapmoHus He MOXeT ObITh BEYHO.

3a CMHOU pa3Aalicsl FPOXOT BXOAHOM JiBepu. S pa3BepHy/ach BMECTe C KPecjaoM U YBUea,
Kak B KBapTHpy BpbiBaeTcs 1esasi Tosmna 6annutos! He OMOH —y Tex aBToMats! ¥ Bsi3aHble HAMOPI-
HUKU... A 9TH B IUIAIIAX, KEJIE3HbIX MACKax U, Kak MHE MOKa3aJioCh C MEPEnyry, ¢ Me4aMu B HOX-
Hax...

— 3nech! — psABKHYJ ITIABHBIN U COPBAJI MAcKy C Juia. — OXpaHsTh!

W 60nbp1MHCTBO OaHAUTOB TEHSIMHU PACTEKJIUCH MO CTEHaM, M JJake OKHO CTaslo TYCKJIbIM. Hy
a 51 CXBaTWJIa KOTAT U BCKOYMJIA HA HOTH. JIWIIb OBl UX HE TPOHYHU !

He cpocnoce. ..

— ait ux cropa!

B ronoce riaBHoro 6aHauTa SIBHO 3By4asio, YTO MOH MOIOTIEUHbIE He TIPOXKUBYT M MUHYTHI. Kak
U 4. SIcHO, 4TO 4 ApOKaia, KaK JIUCT Ha BeTpy. TouHee — TpsACiIo Kak B imxopazake. M BcE, 4ro g cmorna
crnenats. .. [lpuxkana fIcbky u ACbKy K Ipyau, OTIIPsIHYJIA, YCEBILIUCh HAa KJIABUATYPY, U KPUKHYJA!

— He otnam!

JIBoe ake He CXBATUJIM MEHS — IPOCTO TKHYJIH B IJIEYH, U PyKH ocnabnu. PeIpKaonmx KOTAT
OCTOPOXHO 3a0paJti, TOCTABUJIM Ha TIOJ, a TJIABHBINA OAHUT HAKJIOHWJICS K HUM. . .

51 3asxmypuiack ot yxkaca. Beapb npsiMo ceifuac yobeT!

— [Ipomry npoirieHus, Barie UMIiepaTopckoe BenniectBo! Byner HeMHOTro GOJBHO. . .

Kaxoit yxac! «Hemnoro 6omibHO!» OH emé u caaucr!

51 coOpanach OTKPBITH IJ1a3a, YTOObI MPULIETUTHCS U MPHITHYTh BIEPEN — OMUH YEPT YOBIOT, TaK
XOTb TOJIOBOM KOro-HUOYb yaenaw! Ho He ycrena.

— Ha miéTtke mepctb, — HErpoOMKO COOOIIHIT KTO-TO CITPaBa.

Bcenbika cera npoiia gaxe yepe3 Beku. [laxHyno tersioMm, a B MOE ropiio ynepsoch 4ro-
TO OCTpOE.

— Beapma. .. — 3100HO BBIIOXHY/IM HAIIPOTHUB. — ThI CIIOXHEIb MEIIEHHO. . .

CTpaHHO, HO s KaK-TO Cpa3y YCIOKOWJIACh M MepecTaia Ipokarh. A 4ero, cooctBeHHO? SIcHO
B€/lb, UTO, KaK TOBOPUTCS, CBUJETEJIEN BAJIAT B TAKUX ciyvasix cpasy. U g peumia nocMoTpeTh Ha
CBOETO IaJaya.

Kapue rnaza, nojiHsle OemeHcTBa, MO KOPOTKOW CBETJIOW CTPHKKOM... TOT caMblil TJIaBHBIN
OaH/IuT.

YT0-TO KOCHYJIOCh MOMX BOJIOC — OYy/ITO TOTIaJWJIN, — U HEMHOTO PacTePSIHHBIN roJIoC MPOU3-
HEC:

— He Begpma. ..

— Hsansa Erop, Het! — cka3ai KTO-TO BHU3Y.

S ckocwiia 171a3a M yBHJeNa JIEBOUKY JIeT ceMH: OeIoKypas, Ha Jmile yxkac... M Bcé paBHO —
KyKoJIKa. .. VI gpyroii royioc, MajJbuuILECKUil, 3BOHKUI, HO PE3KHIii, CIOBHO CBUCT IUIETH:

— Perent! Yoparb kunxan!

CBeT/I0BOJIOCHI OaHAWT BBIMOJIHMII MPUKa3 OBICTPO U 4YETKO. BOT TONMBbKO OemieHcTBa B €ro
r1azax He y0aBuiock. OH KOPOTKO BIOXHYJI, CAENAJ Iar Ha3aja W, He OTpbIBas OT MEeHs B3IIsAA,
YIPSAAMO IPOU3HEC:

— OHa morJIa HaHeCTH BaM Bpe[l.

— Her, perenr! — yBepeHHO cKka3ajl MajbyMK U3-3a €ro crnuHbl. — OHa crnacnia Hac!

13



I'. Kpuc. «['yBepHanTka»

— Omna xopomnas, asaas Erop! — 3aBepuia neBouka. — Kopmuia Hac, yxaxuBana!

Bangut-pereHT mocMoTpes BHU3, JOOPO YIBLIOHYJICS JEBOYKE U OOSPHYJICS K MATbUYUKY:

— Ia, moii umneparop. Msl o0cyaum 310 Bo Aopiie. Ctpaxu! B kpyr! Yxomaum!

MHe 1oKasasnoch, 4To IETH XOTEJIN YTO-TO BO3PA3UTh, HO TeJIeHa CO CTeH BAPYT COCKOJIb3HYIA,
OKyTaJla MX W PUHYJIACh BOH U3 KBAPTUPBL. A 51 OCTalach CHIETh HA KJIABUATYpe C OJIHOW MBICIIBIO B
royioBe: «Criépiau KOTAT!»
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I'maBa 2

Mosr MHe packoJioJ10, Kak TOBOPUTCS, KOHKpeTHO! S1 M Iu1akaTh-TO Hayasia TOJIbKO MUHYT Yepes
TPUALATH. A 10 3TOr0 XOAWJIA 110 KBapTUpe U UcKasia SIcbKy ¢ ACBKOM: IOJI CTOJIOM, IO KPOBAaThIO. . .
Jlaxxe 10TOK B Tyajiere ocMoTpesna. [lypa aypoi, B oOmem!

[Totom, pa3masbiBasi Ci€3bl M COILIH, MoxanoBasack «BKoHTakte» Marke Ha cBowo Oeay. B
OTBET Ha BOMNPOC, YTO 3a KOTATa, nocnana ¢porky. [ToHATHO, yTo Maika TyT ke 3asBUJIA, 4YTO C
TaKMMH MOKYKaMH MallliHa MHE He CBETUT HUKoraa. [laxke youTsiii «3anopoxkerr». A y3HaB, 4To 5
9TO COKPOBHIIIE ITPOCTO HAIILIA, TIOCETOBANA Ha CBOIO CYbOY: MOJI, HH pasy eii Tak 00raro He Be3JO. ..
A BOT OT €€ Bonpoca «KTo ;KMBHOCTb yKpasi?» 5 3aBUcia. A yTo nogpyre noseaars? Kak tonmna aHu-
MAaTopoB-BparoB BOPBajiach KO MHe, MOKa3aja HECKOJIBKO TOTPSICHBIX (DOKYCOB, OOBUHMIIA B BEb-
MOBCTBE, €]Ba HE Ipupe3aja, Kak CBUHKY, M CMbLIACh, IPUXBATUB Mapy HEU3BECTHBIX MAJEHbKUX
NIIETEW BMECTE C MOMMU KOoTATamu?!

TyT yx g 3agymanack. A ObUIO JU TO, 4TO 5 Buienaa? Ho st OGemiensle r1a3a OJOHAMHA-TIpe/I-
BOZIUTEIA 51 M cefiuac Ha Jiioooi creHe pasnuyaio! U s1o... Mmmeparop... Perenr... Knnuku 6anau-
TOB, 4UTO JIN?

CaepHyJia s pa3roBop Ha ApYrylo TeMy — uyepes3 eHb MaJbuMK ['appu BMecTe ¢ OUKaMu U MaH-
THEH JI0JkeH ObUT 0TpabOTaTh BHITOIHBIN 3aKa3. A BOT €CJIM OH Pa3pblIaeTCs MOCPEAU MPeACTaBIIe-
HuA?! Hexopomio nomyuurtcs... Tak yto Maiiike npeacTosyio BBICKOUMTb M3 MOETO MOAbe3/1a MpH
BCEM Mapaje, NPUKMUHYThCS MHOM M Ha MAIlIMHE 3aKa3YMKOB OTOBITH B 3aroposHbiii oM. C oOpaTHON
JOCTaBKOH, KOHEYHO. Mallika He OTKazanach U Jaxe oOpajoBaiach, KOraa s MoMsHY/a, yTo0 OHa
yucity pyoseil B roHopape He YAMBJIAIACh — TPETUH TOfl C ITOM ceMbEll paboTalo, XOpOIIUe JIOIH. . .

IToTom onATh Momakana, 3arisHyja B XOJOJWIBHUK M MOHsJIA: KYCOK B TOpJo He IMoJe3er.
3asnersa B BAHHY TOJ TIeHY, HO U TYT JIy4llle He CTaJo, XOTsI Ha 9TUKETKe 0OeIIanach MoiHasi pejak-
calysi ¥ OTpelIeHre OT Bcex 3a00T. [IoHATHO, 4TO BEpUTh B peksiaMmy — cedst He yBaXarh, HO XOTb
Obl YYTOUKY. ..

KoM s BeIKJIIOUMIIA M PelInIa JIOKUTHCS chaTh. [IOHATHO, YTO paHO ewl€, HO, Kak FOBOPUJ
KTO-TO U3 M3TPOB, «BO CHaxX — ClITaCEHUe». BApyr U MHe MoMoxkeT?

He nomoro. .. [laxe He 3Hal0, CKOJIBKO 51 BOPOYAIach M BCE POBEpsiIa JIaJ0HbI0 — HET JIU 110
OOKOM MYIIUCTHIX KOMOYKOB? A MOTOM SIBWJIMCh PyKH O€3 JIMLIA U JlaXke Hadyalu MeHs jackatb. Ho
Heznonro. [lo noxkenaHuii yOuicTBa KOTST He JIOILIO — MCUE3TH M PYKH, U OIIyIIeHus. .. Bce Myxuku
cosioun! Jlaxe BO CHe.

VYauBUTENIBHO, HO MPOCHYJAch 51 B 00eBoM HacTpoeHuu. [loHsaTHO, uto fAChKy M ACbKYy He
3a0blJIa, HO YXUTPHUJIACh 3arHaTh 3Ty 00k mornyoxe. [Jaxke moxanena, uyro otnana Marike 3aka3. Ho
3aKa3bl-TO eIe OyayT. ..

Cpena Kycok KoJ0achl ¢ YEPCTBBIM XJIEOOM M pPellIa, YTo rope TopeM, a HapaOOTK! ¥ HOBBIE
UJISHKY TIOpenieTUpOBaTh COBCEM He JIMIIHUM OyieT. HakuHyna MaHTHIO IPSIMO Ha IOPTH U yT-
O0JIKy, BOJIOCHI IOJ] MIAPHK 3arpsiTajia, OYKU Ha Hoc... [TocMoTpena cTporo B 3epKajo U IPOMKO
BOMPOCHUJIA!

— I'ne Témnnliit opn 3104 Bonpemopt?!

OH TyT e U 3aBUWICH. ..

B OykBanbHOM cMbIciie. B pacnaxHyBITyIOCS HACTEKb BXOIHYIO JBEPb XJIbIHYJIA BUEPAIITHSIS
0aH/1a TIOUTH B MOJTHOM COCTaBe U C TEMU ke MPUBBIYKAMU. TONMBKO BbIpaXEHHE JIUIA Y TJIABHOTO
HMHOE — 00aJIIEBIIIEE CJIETKA.
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— A e Kata? — u3 kiyOsiierocsi BOKpYr Hero TEMHOTO TyMaHa PacCTPOEHHO CIPOCHIT CTOSIB-
IIUH PSJIOM C TJIaBapeM MaJIbuuK. TOT e MaJIbuuK, Cy/s 1O TOJIoCy.

Xopormii BorpocHk ? f-1o 3mech! A BOT kakoro TEMHOrO JIop/a B MOIO KBapTHPY ToJa OaH-
auToB 3adactuia?! M kak oHU TIOTOM 3a co0Ooit 1Beph 3armupaiot?! Jlaxke 3acoB KeJe3HbIH — s TIPo-
BepuJia Buepa. M oTkyga MajibyuK 3HaeT MOE UM ?

Ho mo60i1 Bonpoc pe6€Hka Tpedyer oTBeTa — 3TO 51 yCBowIa TBEPA0. 1 4ToOb MaTbuuITIKa HEe
paccTpanBaJiCsl Jaibliie, TPOCTO CTaluIa NapyuK ¢ rojioBbl. Hy U 17151 TOTHOTHI KAPTHUHBI OUYKH CHSJIA
C HOCa.

— Kars! — pagoctHo B3BU3rHYy;1 Mainbuuk. M TyT ke océkcs: — 51 ke Mory e€ Tak Ha3blBaTb,
nsans Erop?

A BOT m1aBHbIN OaHIUT — Erop, pereHT uin Kak Tam ero? — ceronHs 3J00HBIMH IJIa3KaMu He
CBEpKaJl, 1a ¥ BOOOIIIEe HAKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY U JIeJiaJl BUJI, YTO €r0 OYeHb MHTEpeCyeT MPUYECcKa Majlb-
YHKa.

— 4 yTouHI0, Ballle UMIEPATOPCKOe BEINYECTBO. .. — 1 pe3ko Opocu, ciioBHO cobakam: — Ha
mecte! OxpaHsATh!

ITpemep3kuil TUITYMK !

Kak 1 BYepa, TymMaH XJIBIHYJI HA CTEHBI, 2 MaJIbUMIIKA OPOCUIICS KO MHE, PUKAJICA K TUIAILy
U 3a/1paJl ToJIOBY:

— Karsa! A 'y Te6s ectb cocrcku?

Bor Teneps st ero HakoHeIl paccMOTpesia: TEMHOBOJIOCHI, CUMIIATUYHAsI Mopaanika. U Ha Gesno-
KypYIO MaJIbIILIKY MOXOX [0 ykaca. bim3Helbl, HaBepHoe. ..

— Bame BennuyecTBo... — pacTEpsHHO, HO CTPOro Havall «asaasd Erop» u océkcs, yBUAEB MOIO
YIIBIOKY.

— Ero Besim4yecTBO XOUeT ecTh!

4l ckuHyna MaHTHIO0, OPOCHIIa HA AMBaH U, OOHSB MaJIbuMKa, TIOBeJIa Ha KyXHIO.

—3-3-3... Bbl OBl OIEJIUCH. .. — OCYKAAIOIIE MPOOypUAN c3a11 OAHTUT.

— A oHa Bcer/a Tak XOIUT! — 3aBeprJ MaJIbUHMIIIKa, 3a0UpasiCh Ha TaOypeTKy.

HocraBas TapesiKy U yKJIaablBasi HA HE€ COCUCKH, 51 1aBaJla MOSICHEHU [IJ1s1 COBCEM YK TYIIBIX:

— Mexny Hamu — 51 foma. U 9T0 BBl BOpBAIMCh KO MHE 0e3 3BOHKA M CTyKa... W TMYHO Bac
s1 371eCh He IepxKy!

[Mocne storo GanauT 3atux. OH cTapaTenbHO M3y4Yasl CBOI OOYyBb, IUIMHTYCHI, MOTONOK. Ho
u3peaka Opocai B3Nl HA MOM HOTH U XMypwuicsi. C OOJIBIIMM TOIO3PEHUEM OH OTHECCS K MHK-
POBOJTHOBKE, KOT/IA S €€ BKJIIOUMJIA, HO YCIIOKOWJICA MOC/IEe KOPOTKOTO MOSICHEHU I MaJIbUMKa:

— Ieus!

51, KOHEYHO, TOXkeE ero paccMarpuBajla, UCKOca, HE3aMETHO. XOpolll, MeXIy IpouuM. .. Takue
YyETKUeE, MPaBUJIbHBIE YEPTHI JIUIA, KaK y JApeBHerpedeckux craryi. Jla u ¢urypa toxe. [1a3a kpa-
CHUBbIE — TEMHBIE, [TOYTH T'OPbKUI 1IOKOa. [IIeHnYHble BOJIOCHI, €CJIM OTPacTUTh, CKOPEE BCETO,
BbIOIMECs. .. B 001miem, ot aeBuIl TOUHO y Hero otooio Het. [Ipuuém neBuil modoro Bo3pacra, eMy
JeT Tpuaarh, noxoxe. Ho! OmuH kpacaBell y MeHs yke ObUI, U BOT TOJILKO 4TO Kpacasell! A Bcé
oCTaJIbHOE — yBOJIbTe. KCTaTi, MaJIbuuK, BUAMMO, U MPaB/a IUIEMSIHHUK — OUY€Hb [TOXOKH JIULIOM.

Korpa s mocraBuiia Ha CTOJ IIKBOpYAILME My3bIpbKaMU COCUCKU M IPUHSIIACh PACCEKATh OHY
BWJIKOM, — HE JIaBaTh K€ MaJIbYUIIKe HOX! — OaHAUT BHOBb OKMUBUJICS U TIPUHSLIICS, TSKKO B3/bIXas,
Pa3IIsAAbIBATh TApENKy uepe3 Oelylo MIACTHHKY.

— T'opsiune! — 1OBOJIBHO MPOU3HEC MAJIbUYMK.

— Hapo nyts, — cornacunacs s1. U pemmna yrouHuTh: — A Kak 1e6s1 30ByT?

HagepHsika nomyumia 6b1 60osiee KOPOTKUI OTBET OT TOrO, KOTO CIIPOCHiIa. A TYT...

— Nmmepatop Beest Pycu Apocnas Uropesny PomMaHoB! — TOpKeCTBEHHO OTTapabaHUIT OAHIHT.

B rosioBe 4To-TO MIENKHYJIO, U CO3HAHUE CJIETKa 3aTyMaHWIOoch. Ho He HAcTONbKO, 4TOO 5 HE
CMOIJIA CIIPOCUTB:
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— A cectpy?..

— Benukas kuskHa Anactacust MropeBna PomanoBa! — cTosb ke TOPKECTBEHHO MPOU3HEC
OaHIUT M YXMBLTbHYJICS.

Kaxercs1, eMmy AOCTaBIISUIIO yAOBOJIbCTBHE JMLIE3PETh PACTEPSHHOCTb HA MOEM JIMLIE. A 5 U HE
OTIHPAIOCh — pactepsiiack. Jlaxke Ha TaOypeTKy ocesia M COBEPIIEHHO Oe3/1yMHO MpolIenTaia:

— fcbka u Aceka. ..

Nmnepatop Bcest Pycn mogMurHysn MHe, OTKYCHUJT KYCOYEK COCHUCKH M, TpOKeBaB, TpeOoBa-
TEeJILHO OPOCHIT:

— Perenr!

B o0mem-To Hactana Mosi ouepeh HaOMIOAATh 32 paCTePSIBIIUMCS U CMYIIEHHBIM OaHIUTOM,
HO s e€ mpomycTiia. 3aHsATa ObUla OYeHb OLIEHKOW CBOETO MHPOOIIYIIEHUsI TUTIA COH-TIPO-HEe-COH.
[TpaBna xe! Mmnepatop, perent... Ha moeii kyxne! TyT Hago WiM B HIKOIY CHOBA UJATU YUUTHCS
OCHOBaM OHMOJIOTMH M OCTAJbHOMY, HJIH JJOOPOBOJIBHO TICUXMATPY c1aBaThcsi. Hu pasy He cbliasna
O TpPEeBpAIIEHUH KOTOB B MAJIbUMKOB M JieBoueK. Yutarh — yutaia... [pyrue BapuaHThl MOKa HE
MPOCMATPUBAIIUCH. XOTsI, MOXKET, 3TOT CAMbIi pEreHT Mcux?..

—3-9-3... Hy-y... Ekarepuna?.. — 6GopmMoTasn OaHuT.

Ho nomorars emy B 9THX 3aTpyIHEHHUSX MHE ObUIO HE C pyKHU — B cebe Komnanack. [la u 6iusko
3HAKOMMUTBCS ¢ OAHIUTOM S KaK-TO He IIaHupoBayia. K yemy emy mon otuectBo-pammmusa?! Kimou
OT KBAapTUPbI OH IIpaB/Ja HE CIIpal1Ball. ..

— ExarepuHa. .. — HaKOHe1 OIpeAeniIcs O3HaUeHHbIH pereHT. — ['ocnoxka Exarepuna! A npu-
HOIITy CBOM ITyOOUaiIie N3BMHEHUS 32 MPOM3OIIEAIINN BUepa HEMPUSATHBIA BO BCEX OTHOIICHUSIX
snu3oz! Bel MHOroro He 3Haere, Ho. ..

PerenT unpkHys B3MI510M 110 MOMM KOJIEHSIM, OCEKCSI, 3aAMHTEPECOBAJICS MAKYIIKON UMIIEpa-
TOpa U MPOJOJIKUT:

— Haperoce, BBl NOHMMaeTe, UTO BCE MOM JIEUCTBH S BIIOJIHE OIIPAaBJAHHbI ONIACHOCTBIO /1J1s1 BEH-
HIEHOCHBIX 0CO0 1 YPe3BBIYaHOM CIOKHOCTBIO cuTyarmu ! [To3BonbTe HIKafiie mpocuTs Bac. .. [1po-
1IEH JiM £, rocrioxka Ekarepuna?

Bort Tonbko nmocMoTpes oH noyeMy-To Ha fpociasa, yke NPUKOHUMBIIETO COCUCKU U BHUMA-
TEJIbHO CITYIIAIONIEr0 BUTUEBATYIO pedb. MaslbuMilKa OfoOpUTEIbHO KUBHY/, ¥ Cpa3y CTaJIO SICHO,
KTO COUYMHMJI U 3aCTaBUJI PereHTa BBIyUUThb 3TOT crud. Opatop oOnery€HHO B3IOXHYI, a SIpocnas
noTpedoBa:

— Hanbie!

W BorpocutebHO NOCMOTpeN Ha MeHsl. Buaumo, B pa3padoTaHHOM CLIeHApUH TpeycMatpu-
BaJlach U MOS PeIUIMKa, HO HU BEXKJIMBOE «JIa», HU JaXe YTBepIUTEbHBI KMBOK MEHs ceilvac He
yCTpauBaJIy.

— To ectb BbI cunTaere, 4To 51 TOIKHA 3a0BITh BTOP)KEHUE B MOIO KBAPTUPY, KUHXKAJI Y CBOETO
ropya u xamckoe oopamienue? Keraru, — s yabiOHy1ach SIpocnaBy, — MpoIIeHNs] ¢ TAKMMU TJ1a3aMU
He MpocAT!

[Tay3a noBucna KOpoTKas, HO sApKas. SIpociaB HaXMypUJICS U CTall IPEJEeSIbHO MOXOX Ha HEeJI0-
BOJIBHOTO fICbKY, @ y pereHTa BhITSHYJIOCh JIULIO, M OH JJIMHHO CIJIOTHYJ. A BOT Tak-TO, TOCHO/A CLe-
HAPHCTHI-PeKUCCEPBI-apTUCTBI! PaboTaTh HAJIO C MOJTHOW OTAAYel U BBIIYMKO !

— Kakumu mazamu? — yauBIEHHO CIIPOCKUIT PETEHT.

— HenoBonbHbIMM WiH. .. — §1 3510K0 mepeaépHyia miedamu: — be3kanlocTHBIMU, Kak BUEpa. ..
A BOT ynuBiieHre Bam UIET Oosbinie! Eciti Obl BBI €111€ U YJIBIOHYINC. . .

— Perent! — MruoBeHHoO cpearupoBail fpocias.

W npocutesnts nporeHust pacTsHy.I ryObl B Togooun yabioku. [IpaBaa, HEeHABUCTH B IJIa3ax Jaxe
pUOABUIIOCH.

Bort 310 packian! Manpuuiiika CJIOBHO KyKJIy 3a HUTOUKHM JEpraer 3JJ0pOBEHHOIO MYKHUKA, U
TOT OE3pPOIOTHO BHIMONHSIET KOMaH Ibl! Yero-To s1 HeIOMOHUMAIO. . .
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VpiOka Ha JUIe pereHTa MCKa3wiach U UcYe3na, a riasza... B obmem, kak Buepa! U romoc
BITOJTHE COOTBETCTBOBAJ:

— 51 He XoTen OBl BECTH JaJIbHEHIIINE TIEPErOBOPHI, He MOTYYHB BaIllero MPOIICHUsI. TO HEMpo-
AYKTHBHO.

O kak! Tak 310 ToNBKO Mpemonus?! Hy, Tak ThI, pereHT, CUIIbHO OMIMOCS — C TEPPOPUCTAMU
nieperopopoB He BeayT! OqHako mocMoTpeB Ha SIpociasa. .. Te ke kapue 171a3a, HO B HUX pacTepsiH-
HOCTb, HAJICK/Ia, 1axke Mosb0a. .. B o0iem, s permmia criaauTh yIbl.

— 3a Barny yJbIOKy, peretr, s roToBa MPOCTUTh BaM YTO YrOAHO. byaeM cumrtarh, 4TO BUepa
KWHKaJIOM B TOPJIO MEHSI ThIKaJI KTO-TO JIPYTOM.

— D10 ObUT HE KUHXKAJL. .. — OYpPKHYJI PEreHT.

— 310 6BLT HedopMarop! — pagocTHO nosicHII SIpocnas. — K Tomy ke yxke paspsokeHHbIiH !

%k % %

Boobie-To mo padote 51 ¢ opyxkueM yxe craikuBaiack. Ha nerckom mpasmauke. Kakoit-to
OXpaHseMBbIi TIOCENOK, JTykalKa ¢ (poHTaHOM Tiepe]l PyHIaMEeHTAIbHBIM OCOOHSIKOM. .. Kopoue, paii
IJ1s1 aHMMatopa B KocTiome Kapricona fyist paGoTsl ¢ nsitu-cemusierkamu! XKapkoBaro, HO paid.

N Bc€ xoporio 110, MoKa ¢ BepaHapl, IAe ASTCKUI NMPa3JHUK OTMEYald B3pOCIbIE, HE CITy-
CTUJICS XO35IMH, CUJIBHO NIEPErpyKEHHBII CaJIOM U aJIKOTOJIEM.

— A Bot u s1! Ceituac y Hac Kapscon nonerur!

B oOmem-To BrionHe MHTepecHasi perivka. la W Jetd pagocTHO orpearupoBaid. Ho stor
KJIOYH OTKYJA-TO BBHITAIIMII 3JOPOBEHHBIN ONECTSIIMIA MUCTOJNET, ePeAEPHYIT 3aTBOP U TKHYJI MEHS
B IPY/Ib:

— Jleru, Kapncon! Jletu!

Jlety mpUTHXJTH, a BOT B3pPOCIIbe HAa BepaH/e 3apKajii, Kak TaOyH Jomaaei. A ... B Takoit
CHUTYaIlU1, MOXET, U ToJieTesa Obl, eclii Obl KTO OyTapopcKuii BEHTUIATOP Ha crivHe packpyTtuii! Ho
HE TIPUCTPEJIUT K€ MEHsI MbsIHAsI CBUHbBSI MTPU AETAX ?!

A 3TOT KJIOYH 63 rprMa, BUAATh, TIOHSII, YTO MEPETHYJI: IPUHSLICS THIKATh MHE B JIMLIO PYKO-
SITKOW TTUCTOJIETA U PAJJOCTHO OpaTh:

— OH ke He 3apsiKkeH!

S m Bpe3ana no ero KMpHOW MopJe JaJOoHbI0... OH 3aCTbUl HA MTHOBEHME, TJIA3KU CY3WJ, a
MOTOM XOXOTaTh HayaJl:

— ArpeccuBnblii Kapricon! KonkperHpiii!

A Belb MOT ITUCTOJIET 3apAIUTb. ..

[Tporpammy s oTpaboTaia yxe Ha mipenene. [lepeonenack U paHyjaa K Boporam. Pacuéra Ha
JOCTaBKY JIOMOW Yy MeHsI yxke He OblJIo — J0 IIocce, a YK Tam 100epych... M ¢ oruiatoi, HOHSATHO,
norporaiack. Ho Ha 1opokke MeHs mepexBaTuiia Xxo3siika qoMa. CyHynna B pyKd KOHBEPT U 0001~
psioIIe yIbIOHYIaCh:

— Hayo 6b1510 cuitbhee. . .

B 51Ba paza neperuiatiiia 3a y1oBoJbCTBHE !

k% %k

— Hy, ecnu pa3psikeHHBIN. .. — CKa3aJia s ¥ MBICJIEHHO MPUMepPUJIa MOIEYNHY K JIMIYy pereHTa.

He ouenb kak-To Moay4msiochb. ITOT TOYHO MUCTOJIET 3apSAUT!

— Xopoliio, — MojiBeJia si UTOI CBOMM pa3MBIIIUIEHUsIM. — ByieM cuuTarh, YTO HA MEHsI Haras
KTO-TO 3JIOM 1 HEU3BECTHBIN.

Kaxercs1, pereHTy MO OTBET He TTOHpaBUJICS — IM1a3a goopee He ctam. Ho oH KMBHYI 1 IOOa-

rofIapuiI:
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— Crnacub6o, rocrioxa Exkarepuna! Temepp ... D-3-3... { ynogHOMOYEH MpEIOKUTH BaM
padory!

— Y MeHs ecTb, — HEMHOTO YIUBHWJIACh 5. — 1 MeHs OHa BIIOJIHE yCTpauBaerT.

BripaxkeHue 11| TOMEHsIIOCh y 000MX: SpociaB sIBHO pacCTpOUJICS, & pEreHT YAUBIEHHO ITpU-
TIO/THSUT TEMHYIO OpOBb.

— Ho s npeanaraio Bam 6osiee JOCTORHOE MecTO!

— C Baieit Touku 3peHusi — BO3MOXHO. Ho y MeHsI-TO BCE ecTbh, U 51 BIOJIHE JOBOJIbHA.

— He nmonumato, — mpoGopmorain perent. — Komeauanrka . ..

— Cornamaiics, Kara! — noutu 3anbin fIpocnaB. — Byzenis moeit ryBepHaHTkoil! AHacTacus
TOXE OYeHb XOYeT!

Bot 310 HOMep! Eciu npaBuiIbHO pa3iokuTh KyCOYKM 3TOTO Iasja, TO UMEEM UMIIEpATopa,
pereHTa U He XBaTaeT TOJMbKO ryBepHaHTKH... Cymacmenmmii gom! U, nmoxoxe, s B HEM OflHA U3
nanyeHToK. Ho BbIpa3uTh OTHOIIEHUE K CBOEW POJIM B CIEKTAKJIE M O3BYUUTbh OKOHYATEJIbHBIN OTKa3
s He ycIiesia — IpOo3ByYall BOIIPOC PereHra:

— CKoJbKO BBI ITOJTyYaeTe 3a CBOU... D-3... BricTyruienus!

— Ha xu3Hp xBataer! — 3asBwia 1. Ho motoM Haruia HyHbIM YTOYHUTB: — [14Thb ThICAY B yac.

— Ha! — pajoctHO BHIKpUKHYI Apocias.

— Yt0?! — ommapalieHHO BbIAABHII pereHT. — [ISTh ThICSY 30JI0ThIX pyOneit?!

N norbut! B MOTHOM CMBICTIE 9TOTO CJI0Ba — MOAEPHYIICS PAObIO, 3aJIpoKal... A Korga Boc-
CTaHOBWJICS, TIOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM M Jjaxke Oe3 BCSAKOTO MpHKa3a Clierka YAbIOHYJICS:

— MHe cie10Basio 3TO paHbllie yTOUHUTD. .. [Ipeanarato oriaty B Tpu pa3a Oonbine! M, koHeuHO
e, TIOJTHbIN MAaHCUOH B JIETHEW PEe3U/ICHIINN €ro UMIIEPATOPCKOrO BEIMYECTBa.

— Ha... — pagoctHO npouientai Spocias.

A g HanipsK€HHO nyMana. SIcHoe aeno — ymHoxana! IlarHanuare MTyK Ha ABaJlaTh YeThIpe
yaca...

— JIng Havasna aBa Mecsila. .. — IPOHUK B MOE CO3HaHME T0JI0C pereHrTa.

3auem?! MHe 1 ABYX JHEH IO AeHbramM XBaTHIO Obl ¢ U30bITKOM! BOT TOMNBKO. . .

— Her. — l'oioc mpo3Byyan movty yBepeHHO. — Y MeHs He ToJbKo padorta. Pomurenmu. S um
HEMHOTO IIOMOT'alo. . .

— He nymaiite o menouax, rocrioxka Exatepuna! Bbl ryBepHaHTKa €ro MMIepaTopcKoOro Beju-
yectBa SIpocnaBa Uropesuya Pomanosa! Be€ ocranbHoe permnmres camo!

O kak! Vxe u Ha padoty npunsut! Al 1a pereHt! Bot Tonbko s cornacus He aaBana! [Toxoxe,
YTO MBICJIEHHBIN TTPOTECT SIPKO OTpasuIcs Ha MOEM Jmiie. Bo BcsikoM citydae, SIpociiaB CripbirHYII €
TaOypeTKH, METHYJICS KO MHE U TIPHIKAJICS K I1JIeUy:

— Amnacracug xnét... [Torném, Kara?

— Ho mHe coOpatbest Haslo, IO3BOHUT. . .

— BospmuTe Bc€, uTo cuntaere HykHbIM! Bely 1ocTaBAT mpsiMo B Ballly KOMHATY! — 3aBepuJI
pereHT. — OcTajibHOE MOXXHO CIIENIaTh U MO3XKE.

Ha ero nuiie MesbKHYJI0 BbIpaXeHre 00JIerdeHusl, HO TYT K€ CMEHMJIOCh JIETKUM OCYKACHHEM:

— Moii umnieparop! TTocmero ykazaTh Bam, 4TO MOAOOHOE MOBEJCHUE. .. Sl MMelo B BUY. ..

— Pa3Be Mbl Ha odurmanbHOM npuéme, nsas Erop? — XuTpo yiablOHyIcss Masibumiika. — la u
MIPUJBOPHBIX 37€Ch HET!

W 4yTb cuibHEE NPHIKAJICSA K MOEMY IIedy.

— Bo1 ipaBbl, Moii umnieparop! A Bbl, EkatepuHa, onenbtech! X0oTs MOXKeTe 3TO CAeaTh B Balllen
KoMHare!

U Ge3 BCAKON «TOCHOXU» OOOIIENCS.

HagepHoe, MeH$1 3arMITHOTU3MPOBAJIH. . .
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I'nmaBa 3

Ha To9HO — rMmmHOo3!

S 6poania Mo OrpOMHONM KOMHATe — YEThIpe MOMX KBApTUPBI! — M TYIIO MsUIWJIACh HAa CTEHBI.
3omouéHas Jiernka — HU4ero B Heil He moHmnmaio — 4€pt ¢ Heil! Ho ¢pecku! Ha mo6om cBobomHOM
KYCKE CTEH M IT0TOJIKA KPAaCHBBIE JaMbl B IBIIIHBIX IUIAThSIX MPeJlarajii y4TUBbIM KaBajiepaM (PpyKThI
Y YTO-TO B U3SAIIHBIX (pyKepax, TperneTHas JJaHb yBOpauMBalach OT CTPEJIbl OXOTHHKA. .. Y)Kacalollue
Yerryiiuarsle 3yoacTble XUIHUKHA, CHMIIATUYHBIE ITHYKY, CTPAaHHBIE IBETHI. .. Hy 1, MOHATHO, y3Kue
OKHa OT I0J1a [0 NOTOJIKA — TaKue 5 BUZE/NA B NMAPOYKe 3arOPOIHbIX JOMOB Ha HOBOTOIHMX Mpa3i-
HUKaXx.

TOJIBKO BOT MOYEMY-TO B I'OJIOBE KPEIKO 3acesia MbIC/Ib, YTO MPSAMO Celvac 4achl MPOObIOT
MIOJIHOYb M KOMHATa MpeBpatutcs. .. [Ipo THIKBY He 3Hal0, HO CTEHbI TOYHO 00JIE3YT A0 K1upnuya!

Yachl, KcTaTH, TOXe MPUCYTCTBOBaIM. HarpoTWB €AMHCTBEHHOM TEMHO-KPACHOH [BEpU.
OrpomHble, B A€PEBIHHOM PEe3HOM (byTIsIpe, OHU UyThb CIIBIIIHO TUKAIU. IIpy 3TOM Tpu MasTHUKA
KaJaJIiCh 32 CTEKJIOM BIIOJIHE YBEPEHHO, a IIepe/i HUMHU ObICTPO BpaIajioch YTo-To OiecKydee U Ipo-
nonrosatoe. Hazieloch, oHM He OyIyT IpoXoTaTh Kaxkable Morvaca, a TO Crarh OyleT HEBO3MOXHO!

Kcraru, o kpoatn! Huvero noxoxero B 3Toil KOMHate He HaOmoganock. [Jaxe mkada uim
rkomoza! Ho Kya-To 51 Jo/oKHa pas3iioKUTh CBOM BELIM U3 CYMKH, KOTOpasi CHPOT/IMBO CTOsIA IOCPeIH
ITyCTOM KOMHAThI?

[Tpu Gonee BHUMATEILHOM OCMOTpE 51 OOHAPYXHJIa MAIONPUMETHYIO ABepb. Pocmiich Ha Heil
ObUla B TOH CTEHaM M JJOBOJILHO XapaKTepHas: OrPOMHAsi KpOBaTh IO IIEIKOBBIM OAJIIAXUHOM |
MOJIOAOI ycaThlil yesioBeK ¢ (pOHApEM B pyKe, OCTOPOKHO 3ariIsbIBAIOLIMI 32 JIETKYI0 MATEepUIO.
IToHATHO, YTO HA HAPMCOBAHHOW KPOBATH JIEKaJIO JKeHCcKoe Tesio. ['oroe.

Bor 3a aBepbio kaajo Hactosiee notpsicenre! Momoaua ¢ ¢onapém, npasaa, He 6bu10. Ho
rpoMajHasi KpoBarh M OajjaxuH npucyTcTBoBasiv. EIIE mapouka my3aThlX KOMOJIOB, Iapa sIBHBIX
aBepel 1 TpH y3kuXx okHa. Her! V3KuMuM oHM Kazanuch U3-3a BBICOTHL. A 32 HUIMH OaJIKOH C JKese3-
HBIMU NIEpUJIAMU U cafl. B OKHO 51 3arisiHy/a MeJIbKOM, PEIUB 3aHAThCS JBEPbMHU.

Cany3en 1 BaHHa B MpaMope 1 OpoH3e — BCE BIOJIHE Ha yPOBHE. 3a Ipyroii JBepbio rapaepoo. . .
JITUHHBIA PsiJl OAHOTOHHBIX CTPOrUX (PMOJIETOBBIX IUIATHEB HA BelllayIke M Ty(pu B AIuYKax. Toxe
O/IMHAKOBbIE, M XOPOLLO, 4TO He Ha mmuibkax! Hago Obl mepeonerbes, Kak COBETOBA PETeHT, a TO
Cpeau 3TOM POCKOIIM B mopTax... Kak-Tto He komuibpo! Eciu Beputh ppaHiy3am.

Iloka g oGnavasack B HOBYIO YHU(OpPMY, pa3a [IBa-TPU TUXOHBKO 3BSKHYJO, HO S B 3TO
BpeMsl CpakaJlach C JUIMHHBIM Ps/IOM IyTOBOK Ha kakerte. Kakoil uanor takoe cumi?! IlpocreHbkas
3aCTEKKa-MOJIHUS 371eCh ObLIa Obl B CaMBbIid pa3!

B Oonbiiom 3epkase oTpakaiach UCTUHHAS, HO OY€Hb JI0BOJIbHAS COOOM I'yBEpHAHTKA. A 4ero
K HE paJoBaTbCs, €CIM HUIJE HUYEero He KMET U He Tper?! laxe Tyduu mogonum TiOTeIbKa B
TIOTEJIbKY !

Konokonpunk no3BaHMBaN yxke Kax/aple MATb-IIeCTb CeKyH[. .. JKenas y3HaTh, KOMY TaK Heu-
METCs, s BHIVIAHYJA 3a JABepb cnajbHu. Hukoro! Ho B jakupoBaHHYIO ABEpb KTO-TO THUXOHBKO
HACTOMYMBO CTyYaJl, a paclaxHyB CTBOPKY, sl OOHapyXua 03a004eHHOTO YesoBeKa B (PUONeTOBON
JMBpee. YBUIEB MEHs, OH B3/I0XHYJ U C YKOPU3HOM COOOIITHIT:

— TI'ocnionuH perent xayT Bac! — U tuiue, co 3HaueHueM a00aBui: — JJaBHo. . .

Boo6e-To s rmaHupoBana OTIPaBUTHCS B IPYroe MecTo, HO, KaKk TOBOPUTCSI, HAEMHHK He
BBIOMpAeT.

CyMpauHble KOPUAOPHI, IOBOPOTHI, JIECTHULIBL. .. BC€ (proneToBoe, fake CBETUIBHUKU, B TOH
OfIeK /I 1IaraBIIero Bepeau MeHs ciyru. Ml Moemy miiaThlo, KCTaTu, Toxe. B K13HM MHe He 3a1oM-
HUTB JJoporu oopatHo! Beb HUKaKMX 3HAKOB WM TabaMyek Ha cteHax! Bot yx BiMIvia. ..
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Hakoner Mbl OCTAaHOBMIJIMCH y HEOOJBIION HEB3pauyHOUM JBEPU C OBAJbHBIM MEAATbOHOM Ha
MaHep Homepa KBapTupbl. TONbKO Ha HEM He ObLIIO HU €AMHOTO 3HAUKA.

Moii mpoOBOITHUK OPOCUIT KOPOTKOE:

— INomoxnure. ..

EnBa cibliiHO nocTyyan B JBEph U, IPUOTKPBIB €€, HErPOMKO ITPOM3HEC APOKAIIMM T'OJIOCOM:

— Bame BoicouectBo! Bbl mpukazanm. ..

3a IBepblo TaK PSABKHYJIO, YTO CJIyra MTHOBEHHO IIApaxHYJICS Ha3al U, KakeTcs, 3a/1eJl YXOM
JBEPb.

— 3axoaMre, — MPEJIOKUII OH, IOTUpast yXO.

W nocmotpen Ha MeH$ ¢ IBHOM KaJIOCThIO.

S Bonwta. A uto nenars? U elmié 1 HUKaK He MOIUIa BCIIOMHUTE XOTh KAKOM-TO HAMEK Ha TO, YTO
Ha IJ1aHeTe 3eMlsl CyLECTBYET BTOPOe rocyJapcTBo. .. TouHee — umnepusi! — ¢ pycCKOroBOpsAIuMU
JIOIbMM.

KaGunet perenra okazasicst HeOOJIBIIMM — TOpa3/io MeHbIIle MOei puxoxei. B cMmbicie, nepen-
Heil myctoil koMHaThl. Ho, ¢ Apyroii cTopoHsl, KTO 3HA€T, YTO CKPHITO 3a TpeMs Aepsimu? Ta, uyto
clieBa, Obl1a OOJIBIIE APYTUX U U3 CBeTIOro JepeBa. CripaBa — OOJBIION MMCBMEHHBIN CTOJ, 1Ba OKHA
32 HUIM ¥ MeJJIEHHO MOIHUMAIOIIMICS U3 Kpecia, TEMHBIN Ha (poHe OBIOIIEro B I71a3a CBETa, CUITYIT.

— Teneps THI BRI AMIIL OoJiee gocToiHo! Ho ciumimkoM gomro kornasacs!

Bor tak! Hu «rocroxu», HU BeXJIMBOrO oOparieHus Ha «Bbl»! Bc€ Bo3BpalaeTcst Ha Kpyru
CBO#I, TJIe JTI0OOM BeJIepeurBhIi MyKUMHA TTpeBpaIaeTcs B Ko3a!

— Cnymait u 3anmomunai! [Ipu ummneparope U ero cectpe 3anperieHo MPOU3HOCUTH CJIOBa:
«OTell», «MaTh», «Iana», «MaMa» 1 ToMy nogoOHsie! TBOE /1e/10 — MPUCYTCTBOBATh HA 3aHATHSIX U
CJICTUTh, YTOOBI UMIIepaTop 1 Bennkas KHsKHA He OTBJICKAINCH U HE TaJ. .. Benn cebst qocToiiHo!
[Mpocnean, 4TtoObl MMMEpaTop HOpMaIbHO en! YTo-TO y Hero IUioXo amnmeTuT... XOOUTh Tede
paspeleHo ToJbKO 1o (prosieToBbM Kopuaopam! B npyrue mecra — eciu uMmIriepatop mpuKaxer!
WuTpmxku co cayramu, a TeM Ooliee ¢ KaBajiepamu 3arnpenieHbl! Kaxapiid BTopol ieHb SBJISICS KO
MHe U151 IOKJIaja o Jejax uMreparopa u Benkoi kHsokHb! [Toka Bee!

TEMHBII CHITYyST pereHTa OIyCTUIICS B KPECo, 3allypiaiy OymMaru... A 'y MeHsl ¥ MbIC/IU He
BO3HMKJIO 33I€PKUBAThCSI B 3TOM HETOCTEPUMMHOM KaOWHETe.

Cryra B KOpUIOpe TaK BHUMATEJIBHO pacCMaTpUBall MOE JIUIIO, OYATO PaCCUMTHIBAI YBUIETh
paHbI ¥ 0)KOTOBbIe 513Bbl. Hy, WITN CUHSIKM XOTsI OBl

— He ouenn? — cripocut oH.

— Tepniumo, — oTBeTMIIA 5 TOXKE MTOUTH LIENOTOM.

— Mens Cracom 30ByT. f TpeTuii 1o paHry Kypbep pererra. A mpo 1edst 3Haio, uTo Th Exarte-
pUHAa, TYBEpHaHTKa uMmIeparopa. .. Jlaxe He Beputcsa! OTBecTu B KOMHary?

— Ilouemy He BepuTCcs? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACH 51 YK€ HA XOAY.

— Hy kak xe?! Ha ato Mecto aBe rpadgunu u naxe repuoruts Konaparsesa nperengoBanu! Ho
rpadpuHb pereHT 3abpakoBali, a reproruds KonapareeBa u TpEX AHeH He mpoaepskanack. MMmepa-
TOp U cecTpa €€ BO3HEHaBUAEM. .. Jlymaenib, cipaBuilibes? Tpu ryBepHAHTKM €€ B CTOIULIE YBO-
JIUJTUCH !

— IMonpoGyto, — 6e3 BCAKOUN YBEpEeHHOCTH CKa3aa 5. — A Kak MOTOM CBOIO KOMHATY HalTH?

— Vkaxer Kro-HHOyab, — OecrieuHo 3aBepus Ctac. — CTpaXHUKHU WK CIyrd. Y Mbl IPUIILIHA.
MHe Tyna Hemb34. ..

3a KOpPOTKMM OTBETBJIEHUEM (PMOJIETOBOIO KOPUIOpA IyTh MPErpajiiii 1Ba CTPaKHUKA B
JaTax u ¢ asiebapramMu — KaxeTcsl, TaK Ha3bIBAIOTCS TH 3I0POBEHHBIE TOIOPHI.

— I'yBepHaHTKa ero UMIiepaTopckoro BesmvecTsa U Benmkoi kHsoxHB Ekatepuna, — ckoporo-
BOpKO#1 pousHEc Ctac v OBICTPO MOMIEN Ha3a] 10 KOPUIOPY.
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A CTpaXHUKM BHUMATEJBHO MEHs OIJISACNU, U OAWH OTOABHMHYJ TSKENYIO IITOPY COBCEM B
APYrod MUp — MUP Mpamopa U MO30JI0TH. f Mpomuia Brepén U OCTaHOBUIIACh, YTOOBI OIJISIIETHCS.
[ToTomy 1 paccibliana TUXUR pa3roBOp MO3a/Iu:

— Konacrenbkas. ...

— U ocranbHOE npy HeW. ..

— Jla yk, He Ta XyamIlas MbIMpa. . .

— Bc€ capinry! — BeTpsiia s1 B 0OOMEH MHEHHSIMH, M 32 IOPTHEPOH CIIOBHO TOJIABUJIHCh:

- V...

— W3BuHenus npuHATH! — cOOOIIMIA 51 U OTIIPABUIIACH K JIBEPH, OXPAHSEMOUN aK YETHIPhMSI
BOOPYXEHHBIMU conaaTamMu. [ToHATHO ObLIO, YTO 32 JPYTUMH JBEPSMH UMIIEpaTOpa MHE HE HAlTH.

3a MOei CIIMHOW KTO-TO FPOMKO MPOU3HEC:

— I'yBepHanTtka ero mmmneparopckoro BeanuectBa Exkarepuna! — W tume gobGasun: — Cra-
cn0o. ..

Tenepb MeHsI U3ydasiu YeThIpe Maphl 11a3. A s1 ¥ He TPOTUB. Y MeHs K cebe 0COOBIX MPeTEeH3Hit
Het. Poct Obl Ha JTajoHb NprOaBuTh. .. Ho 11 padoTsl Tak ynoOHee. B o0imem, uTo ponureny aajm,
TO ¥ HOCUM !

JBepb niepeo MHOM OTKPBUIH, 32 UTO 51 OOJIarofapuia KUBKOM 1 BOlUIa B. .. B Kiace s Bomuia.
3ai no pazMepam BIEYAT/ISUI, HO HUKAKUX KAPTUHOK WM (PPECcoK, KaK y MeHsl, He HaOJoaioch —
JEPEBSHHBIC MTAHEIA U MPAaMOPHBIE MEIAJIbOHBI C JIMLIAMU CEPbE3HBIX MYKUYMH. BepoATHO, yu€Hble
MyXku. JIBa CTONMKA, 32 KOTOPBIMH CHIEIM MQJIBUMK M JEBOYKA, 32 HUMH YYUTENIb B YaiMe, a Ha
paMax MHOXECTBO reorpapuyeckux Kapr.

HeTtu TyT ke BCKoumn u Opocuiuch ko MHe. U SIpocnas. .. Cromn! 4 ke Ha padote! MmmiepaTop!
OH BOMMWJI BO BCE rOpJIO:

— 41 xxe roBopw1, uto AsAAA coracuics! A Thl He Bepuia!

A Benukas KHsKHA ITPOCTO yXBaTHJIa MEHS 3a PyKY, 3a/ipajia OeJIOKYPYIO TOJOBKY M CYaCTIMBO
y/bIOasach, MoKa e€ OpaT CKakas BOKPYT.

— Teneps Bepio. ..

U 1yt 51 pemmna cierka BCE€ UCTIOPTUTD. YIIBIOHYJIACh U CTPOTMIM T'OJIOCOM CKa3asa:

— Nmneparop! Benmkas kaskHa! HactositennbHO Tpe©yio MPOJOIKUT YPOK !

[Noiimana 3a pyky fIpocnaBa u oTBena 06oux K napram-croaukam. Cede B3siia CTyJ C MOAJIO-
KOTHUKAMH U cejla MeTpax B TPEX MO3a/M aBrycTermx ocod. TyT s momydmia BO3MOXKXHOCTh pac-
CMOTPETh YUWTeJIsl: BBICOKUI, BOCTOUHOM BHEITHOCTH, B TO/aX, C cemor 6opoakou. M mepBoe, 4to
OH cZenalt, KOraa s ycenaach, — MOKJOHWICS U TIOUTH Oe3 aKIeHTa MPUSATHBIM TIIyOOKHUM TOJI0COM
IIPOU3HEC:

— Bnaronmapio Te6s1, mpeKpacHblii IIBETOK MOEro cepiia!

W npopomxun ypok. MHoraa et o00paunMBainuch, U s B OTBET HAa UX YJIBIOKM XMYpPWJIAch:
TMOJIOXKEHUE OOSI3bIBAET. . .

CocnaBunce Ha corlacle pereHTa, MMIeparop ckasajl He COBCeM Mpasjy. Vi He coBceM BCIO.

PaHo yTpom pereHTy H0I0KUIM, UTO €ro kenaeT BuaeTh umneparop. Hemennenno. He nosas-
TpaKaB U OTJIOKUB BCE YTPeHHUE jena, Benmkuil kua3pb ['eopruii Anekcanaposuyu PomaHnoB, popHo
OS71S1 ¥ pEereHT UMIIepaTopa, Co BCeil BO3ZMOKHOM CKOPOCTBIO OTIIPABUIICS B ITOKOM TuleMsiHHUKA. Ho
CTpaIIIHble KAPTUHBI HEJIOMOTaHU S MM OOJIE3HU BEHIIEHOCHOTO MaJIbUMKa IOCIe IOXUILICHU I U HeBe-
POSITHBIX TMPUKJIIOYEHHIA, KOTOPBbIE PHCOBAT B yME PEreHT, He ONpaBAaIvCh. Ero BeqmuecTBO ObLT
3[I0POB, aKTHBEH U YJIBIOUHB.

— ¢ mo3Ban 1ebs, asaas Erop, 4ro0b 00CyIUTh OMHO BaKHOE JIEIO.

— BaumarenbHO ciymato, Apocnas.
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— Mai ¢ Ach... C AHactacueil BHIOpasiu cebe ryBepHaHTKY !

— IlpekpacHo, MoV UMIIEpaTop, — OCTOPOKHO OLEHU HOBOCTb pereHT. — M KTo e oHa?

— Kars! — cuactmBo ynsiOHyscs SpocnaB. — Mbl pelmig, 4To TOJIbKO OHA CMOXET!

— Kakas Kars?! — npepensao ynuBwics Benukuit kasa3b. OH qaxke Hamopimi jgo6: — He mory
MPUTIOMHUTb. . .

Ero BeHIIEHOCHBII TUIEMSHHUK MOAHST OpOBb M HATIOMHILT:

— Ta, y kotopoil Tbl Hac Hamén. M Hamyran e€, korga cHUMaj ¢ Hac marnueckue yapbl! OHa
HaM MoaxonuT, asaasa Erop... Mel o06a pocum!

Benukuii KHA3b IEpEMEHWIICS B JIULIE.

— He nonumaro, Apocnas! Kakas-to HuieHka... JKMBET B KJIETyIIKe, HU TUTYJ1a, HU KaIuld
6maropoanoi kpoBu! Kak MoxHO?!

— MBbI Tak XOTHM, — 6€3 YJIBIOKH U BBIpaKEHHS MPOU3HEC MaJIeHbKHIA NMITEPATOP.

— ’Kenanue moero nummneparopa u ero cectpbl — 3akoH! Ho st xotes Ol OHATH. .. [Touemy oHa?!
Be3 pony u rieMeHu, 6e3 BO3MOXHOCTH 3allIUTUTH Bac?!

— OHa Hac cniacna u He O6pocua. [ToMblia, XOTs s ¥ Lapanaics. . .

— BbI ObuTH KOTSATAMU O€3 MarmuecKux CriocOOHOCTEH, — Uy Th YJILIOHYJICS PEreHT.

— Tak 310 XOpOIIO! — TOPSAYO OTKJIMKHYJICS UMIieparop. — A To Obl... Kats 3a0oTtumnace o Hac.
Eny nogbupana BKycHyI0, 4T0O Ham HpaBmIack! A eié oHa He 6osiach Hac!

— KoTaT? — ¢ A3BUHKOI YTOUHWII PETEHT.

— He cmemno. Tot, KTO HEC HAC B BOHIOUEM MelIKe, 0osiyics. .. Tak O0sics, 4To BCIO JOPOTY
OXPpaHHbIE 3aKJIMHAHUS HIenTa!

— Crnenpl OH myTas, — B3JJOXHYJ pereHT. — Tpu pasza rpanuity I[lycromm nepecekan! [oromy
HE cpasy Bac HallUlH. ..

— Em¢ ona nobpasi! Mel ¢ Acbkoil Oerayv 1o IMBaHy ¥ TyMOOYKE 1 Basy e€ BOJIIEOHYIO ypo-
HWIH. ..

— Bomme6Hy10? — 3auHTepecoBaicst Benmukuii KHA3b.

— Kapronnas ona! — ormaxnyics Spocias. — baecrsamummu crékibikamu okjeeHa. Tak Kars
naxe He pyrayacs! He To uTtO reprioruns, koraa AHactacus cTaTy3TKy pasomia... A Karsa mocmes-
J1ach, MPUKJIEWIA, YTO OTBAIMIOCH, ¥ BcE! ToMbKO pa3 MeHs NUIENHYJIA. . .

— Yro?! — BO3MYIIEHHO OKpPYI/IMJ IVla3a pereHT. — Bac, moil umneparop?! [la kak oHa
nocmena?!

— Tot ke cam ckazau, asas Erop, Ml ObUTH KOTSATAMU, — YabIOHYIICS SpocnaB. — K Tomy xe s
3a €10 MOJTYYMII: TI0JIe3 IO IITOpe, YTOO B OKHO MOCMOTPETh. 3aTO IOTOM OHA Hac ¢ ACBKOH JOJITO
Ha pyKax HOCWJIA M TOBOPHJIA, YTO BECTH ceOst HaJJO XOPOIO, YTOOBl HUYETO HE MOPTUTD U, TJIaBHOE,
He yracTh... [loOpas oHa. M mobut Hac.

— fpocnas! Dta... KeHIIMHA pa3roBapuBaja ¢ )KUBOTHBIMH, UTO SIBJISIETCS OHUM U3 MPU3HA-
KoB cymaciiecTBusl. E€ cnenyer TiaresnbHo rpoBepuTh! Bapyr ona onacua?!

— I[posepsiit, ecrut xouerib. Ho oHa — Haia ryBepHaHTKa. Y TeOs MSTh MUHYT, U Cpa3y OTITPaB-
nsiemcs 3a Hell!

— U Bcé ke, Ballle UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEJINYECTBO... — PEreHT B3JOXHYJ, HAXMYPHUJICS U TOMbI-
Tajics enié pas: — [locMero mpeayiokUTh BBIKAATh HECKOJIBKO HE/IeNIb M pACCMOTPETh OoJiee JOCTOM-
Hble KaHJUIaTypHl.

— B Takom ciydae, — rojioc MajibuuKa BAPYT CTaJl XOJNOJHBIM U TBEPABIM, — 51 IpuKa3biBao! 1
TMIOJIyMaiiTe, pereHT, O TOM, KaK Bbl Oy/ieTe U3BUHATHCS nepesl EkateprHoi, 9ToObl OHA COTJIacHIach
OBITH Halllell ryBepHaHTKOI! be3 BCAKOro npuHyXaeHus U Maruu!

— Ha, moii umnieparop.

N Benukuit kusa3b ['eopruii Anekcanapoud PoMaHOB pacTBOpPHIICS B BO3JIyXe.
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Emy npuxoaunock MpoBOAKTE U OOJIee CTIOKHBIE pacciieIoBaHus U B Oojiee ckaThie CPOKH, HO
HUKOTJA emE CHIIUKN U UIIeUKKN He paboTaIy CTONb TIIATEIBbHO M He KOMaJM CTOJb TTyOoKo. JIBa
nHs! U Bc€ TIneTHo.

Vixe uyepes3 yeTblpe MUHYTBI PETEHT JOKJIAAbIBAII UMIIEPATOPY:

— Ona yncra. Hu Haméka Ha Marnyeckue KOHTAKThl B OKPYKEHUHU. . .

OH ¢ XpyCTOM pa3MsiT KUCTU PYK, TIOKPYTHJI TOJIOBOM, TOMOPIIUJICS — MATMYeCKHIA OTKAT ObLIT
SHAYUTCIIBHBIM — U HpOIIOH)KI/IJIZ

— Dra «BonmeOHas» Baza — mycthimka! [lomHelmas Oyracgopusi! U BcE ke s mpemiaraio
BBDK/IATh M MOHAOMONATS. .. V1 HeoOXoauMo Mmo3aBTpakarh, Spocias.

Nmneparop BCTa co CTYJIbYMKA M YIIBIOHYJICS:

— 310 *)e Thl, 11 Erop, roBopu1, 4to mocsie BHIOIHEHHOTO Jiesia ea BKycHee?

%k % %

[NonsTHO, YTO 3TO OBUT YPOK reorpaguu. Ho kak ke cTpaHHO ero BEN OnarooOpa3Hblid yuu-
Tesb B yasiMe! OH rOBOPHJI TO ME/IJIEHHO M BECKO, TO YacTHWJI, KaK IIBedHasi MaluHKa. .. [lepuonu-
YEeCKU YUUTEJb NIePEeXOqiT Ha COBEPIEHHO HEBEJIOMBIE SI3BIKM, HO MOYEMY-TO 51 TIOHMMAJIa ero...
Hy u kaptsl, koHeuHo! Cpein CTYJEHTOB OHM MOIJIM OBl CTaTh MocieqHuM muckom monpt! Tlepen
CMepThI0 3TOU MOIbl. CTOWIIO TIPUTISACTHCS BHUMATEIbHEE K JIIOOW U3 HUX, M OHA TTPUOJIMIKAIIACh,
MOBOPAYMBAJIACH UJIM YBEIMYMBAIACh KaK yroaHo. [lepeBoauiib B3MIs HA APYTYIO KapTy — MepBast
YXOIUT U MPUXOOUT BTOpasi. M 6e3 BCAKOro MaxaHHsl MasbIeM, KaK HaJl TUIAHIIETOM !

CneBa ObUIM PACTIOJIOKEHBI OUYEHb CTapble KapThl. Bo BCSKOM cilydae, ¢ BeH3e/lsIMHU, Trepoami,
MeJaIbOHAMU M 1yJIOBUIIIAMHU Ha HUX ObUT sIBHBIN miepeOop. CepeauHy 3aHUMAaIH JIMCTHI CO CTPaH-
HBIMH CTpEJIKaMH, W, YIIIyOMBIIMCh B OAHY KapTHUHKY, sl TYT K€ BBIIUIA — HUKOI/A HE HPABUJIKChH
BoiiHbI! [la v yumnTtesb paboTai ¢ JeThbMH COBCEM IO JIPYrou, Oosiee MOHSITHOW MHe KapTte Mupa. Kon-
THHEHTHI Ha MecTe. Bpore Obl 1 okeaHsl Te sxe. Ho TyT s1 He 0cOOBIi 3HATOK.

W3nuiHeid 11BeTOBOW raMMOM 9Ta KapTa He OJIMCTala: CTpaHbl PACKpallleHbl CHHUM M YE€PHBIM,
1 Tonbko EBpona mieronsina nonocoykamu. Ho 31o xotst Ob1 oHsATHO — EBpocoios. .. S Hukoraa He
MHTEpecoBaJIach MOJMTUKOM, HO U3 TEIMKa YTO TOJIBKO B rosioBy He Bie3er! Tonbko... Kanana Ha
CeBepHoOil AMepHKe OKa3aiach MOYEMY-TO ropasio OoJblle MO IUIOMAAM M C 3aMacoM BKJII0YAsa
Benmkue o3€pa. A Mekcuka pacnonsiach KJIMHOM Ha ceBep, octaBuB oT CIIA sgakyio monocky, Ha
KOTOPOM 3HAUMJIOCh KOpOTKOoe: «I1ITaTh».

Takoe onryuieHue, 4yTo g MpomycTwia Karakjivsm... Mnmu Apmarennon. Ho Poccus Ha kapre
ObLJ1a CTOJIB k€ OOJIBIION — XOTh KaKasi-TO cTabMIbHOCTh! 3ato Ha Beelt CeBepHOM AdpHKe KOPOTKO
u cepauto: «Marpub». ['ne-To s mpo 310 unTana...

B ronose MenbKHYJ1a MBICITb O TEPPOPHCTAX U HACUIbCTBEHHOM MU3MEHEHNH OIUTUIECKUX pea-
JMi. A 5, B TaKOM Cly4ae, IPUHAMAIO Y9acTe B BOCITUTAHUM OymyIero uMieparopa Bcest Pycu?!
bpen, onxaxko!

UroObl oTByIeUb cebs1 OT OBIMIKEHHS K MOTepe pa3yma, 3ariissHyla B IyOb KapThl. MOCKBa. ..
Uucrennko. [Tonamaotes qoma Taxen o TpUIaTh, HO JU3AHHOM TIOX0XKU Ha OTPOMHbBIE OCOOHSIKH,
a COBpEMEHHBIX YpOJJIMBBIX BBICOTOK HE BHaTh. [1o yiuiam Jiomaay TacKaloT KapeTbl, U CTOMIIO
MPUOSTU3UTD JIIOOOH KUTIAXK, KaK BO3HUKAIU Ta0mniku: «["paduns Dneonopa [Isern. BraronanéxHa,
C My’KeM He B JlaJax...» A Jajibllie MEJIEHbKO PACIMCaHbl JETaIu BIUIOTh 10 MHTUMA!

Ene ynepxanach, 4T00 He YEpPTBIXHYTHCS, U TYT K€ HATKHYJIACh INIa3aMHU Ha JPYTyI0 KapeTy:
«Hacnennnk 6apona bopuca KupuiioBa. 3ameueH B cBsi3six c...» Bot 310 ®CB passepnynocs! Ho
HEYXXTO U JIETU 3TO BUAAT?!

A 110 mapa’iesTbHON yIMIe IBUraIich Kakue-To IJI0CKKe iatdopMsl ¢ rpy3amu. U 6e3 Beskux
JIoImaneu. . .
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S cnBuHynachk K Ypaiy — ropoaa, céna, noss. .. JJIMHHbINA Noe3] ¢ 3a7IM3aHHBIMU, KaK y caMo-
néta, KOHTypamu. I CKOpocTh COOTBETCTBEHHasl. A B HeOe IMraHTCKUe OelTble YeUeBUIIbI, HETOPOII-
JIMBO IUIBIBYLIIME IO CBOUM JIEJIaM.

Nutepecnoe kuno! Panractukal

N kpennymue nono3penus. Tompko BOT BEpUTh B HUX... Kak-T1o He BepuTtcs.

W BcE 310 Bpems B ylIax HEHABA3YMBO 3BYYall FOJIOC yUUTENsS B YyajiMe. MHOro No3xke 51 0Co-
3HaJIa, YTO OH CJIOBHO BINKBAJ B MO3I (hailyibl, KOTOPbIE OTKPBHIBAIMCH MO Mepe HagoOHocTH. U He
TOJBKO reorpaduio. Mictopus, SKOHOMUKA, THOCTpaHHbIE SA3bIKM. .. HaBepHsKa U eme 4ro-To!

VYpok KoHuUMIICA. DTO CTAI0 OYEBUIHO, IOTOMY YTO IOJIOC B IOJIOBE IMPEKPATUII PACCOBBIBAThH
MH(pOPMAIIMIO IO [TOJI0YKaM, KapThl CBEPHYJIUCH U ITPONIAJIU, & CaM YUUTESIb IIOKJIOHWIICS U POU3HEC:

— Moii umnieparop! Benmkas kasikHa! Benukonennas nepu! ITlpekpacHoe 3anstue! Pagocts
chenajga BaC YyTKUMHU W BocrpuuMuuBbiME! Bce marm Marpuba cTaHyT MOMMM 3aBHCTHUKaMH!
CuyactiuB Oyay BCTPETUTHCS BHOBB!

W ucue3 BmecTe co CBOMM MOKJIOHOM.

U 310 crano «mocneqHel Karuie B 6okasie». Kak roBopsAT B TAKUX CIy4asix — MeHsI IPOPBAJIO:

— Kyna on nencsa?! I'ne a?!

[Touemy-To panbiie Bonpoc «Kak s ciona nonana?» MeHs1 He OueHb-TO U 3aHuMal. Hy, 3arum-
HOTH3MPOBAJIM, MOXET, KAKUMH TPpUOaMH OMBLTHIIN. .. S jke cama BbIILIa Beaeq 3a SpociaBoM Ha
JIECTHUYHYIO TUTOIIAAKy ! XOTs OH MEHs 3a PyKY TSHYJ K KAKOMY-TO CEPOMY BepeTeHy. A c3a/1u e
3JTIOIIMI PETeHT U SIBHO CJISAWJI, YTOOBI s He cOexkasa. A MOTOM 51 KOMHAThI M3yvasa, U MeHsl HUYTO
0c000 He OECTIOKOUJIO. ..

BckouuB Ha Hory, A 3aopaja:

— Kak 1 ciona nonana?!

4 norpyxanach B UcTepuky. W gaxke He CONpOTHUBIIAIACh. Beap COBEPIIEHHO SICHO, YTO BOT
ceiiyac CO3HaHHME MPOSICHUTCS M 51 OKaXYCh B Majare, MpUBsI3aHHAs K KOWKE, U «JIOOpbIA JOKTOP
CHIeJIaeT YKOJI».

N3 sTtux 3amevarenbHbIX OXUAAHUI MEHs BbyIepHYIU Jetu. OHM IEprajau 3a pyKu, 4TO-TO
KPUYaJIM U YXUTPUIUCh YCAJUTh B Kpeciio. BecbMa KCTaTy — MoIuia ¥ ynacTb. A IOTOM BEPHYJICS CITyX.

— ...’ 1ebe He Hamo OosThCs1! HUkoro! — yBepeHHO U yke ropasio Tulie yoexaan Sdpocas.

— Mui Te6s1 He oTnaaum, Kats! — GopmoTana AHactacus v IIania 1o Tiedy.

— Tl e MOMHHUIIIb, KaK Mbl Yepe3 MopTaJl MPOILIn?

Sl Hamta B ceOe CHJTbl KMBHYTH Y MIPHHSIIACH TTTyOOKO JBIIIATH C 3aMEIJICHUEM PUTMA.

— Hy Bot! — o6panoBasncs Apocnas. — Ml npocto niporuti Ha Hait Jluct Kauru Mupa.

O xak! Ilpocro... HezambicioBaro. ..

— Knuru Mupa... — Tyno nosropuia .

— Hy na! Hammm JIuctel oueHb O61M3KO0, ¥ TO3TOMY TTpoOsieM Het! Mbl TeGe BcE pacckaxkem!

[Tpo6nem Hert... Bcé-Taku manara. ..

B nBepb noctyvanu, 1 MHE MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO HE BIIEPBBIE.

— K10?! — cipocuin fpocnas.

JIBepb MPUOTKPBLIACH, U B HEE IPOTUCHYJICS] PACTEPSHHBIN XyH4OH YEJIOBEK.

— Bamre umniepatopckoe BenmuecTBo! Barn ypok 3aTsHysIcs, a s enié yac Ha3aj J0JKeH ObuT
JaTh TYBEpHAHTKe JiekapcTBO! PereHT OyieT HeqoBOJIeH. . .

— Yro 3a JIeKapCTBO, JieKaph? — cripocuia AHacTacusl.

— [pomry npomenust, Benukas kHsokHa! OOBIKHOBEHHBIN HA0OP YCHOKAMBAIOIIUX CPEJCTB U
a/lalTaHTOB !

[NonsiTHO — Nekapsp! Bpau wnu canutap. .. OnbiTa npeObIBaHUS B IOME YMATUIIEHHBIX Y MEHS
He ObLJI0, HO 51 MHOTO YMTaJIa Xy/I0XKECTBEHHBIX MIPOM3BE/IEHNI Ha 9Ty TeMy. Jaxe ecmu... Ho ¢ mpe-
JIECTHBIMH 3200T/IMBBIMH TJTIOKAMU MHE SIBHO TIoBe3/10?! K ToMy ke MOXKHO KOe-4TO TPOBEPHUTh. . .

S nopHsAIaCh Ha HOTY M TBEPIIO CKa3aJia:
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— Her! Huyero nuts He Oyy!

— Kak 310?! — Bcnoyommicst canutap. — Oos3atesIbHO HAlo!

— Her! — noBropuna s1. — MHe yxe jyuie.

— Bame BenuectBo! — 3aHbBUT caHUTap. — PereHr meus. ..

— A 1Bl eMy He roBopu! — a1 coBet fpocnas. — VI Mbl He ckaxem!

— IlpaBma?! — yemy-To oOpagoBasics canutap. — Torma OymemM cuuTarh, 94To BCE. ..

— Yxe BoIIUTO! — 3acMesiiach AHacTacusl.

Jlekapp — BCE-Taku JieKapb, a He caHUTap! — MATUIICA K JBEPU M MEJIKO KUBAJI:

— Cnacu6o, moii ummneparop! Ho ecim Oyier Hao, MycTh Ballla TYBEpHAHTKA OOpalaercs B
mo0Goe BpeMs CYTOK!

TouHo, HUKaKOi OH He caHuTap! [e 3T0 BUAAHO, YTOO CaHWTAp B IMCHUXYIIKE HE BIUXHYJI
JIEKapCTBO B ManyeHTa?!
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I'naBa 4

Spocnas mononen! Hacrostimii numneparop! 3asBui, 4To 10 06e/1a eme COpoK MUHYT U NOJIEe3-
Hee OyIeT mporyJIsiThCs MO cajly, YTOO OTBeYaTh Ha MOHM BOITPOCH! Ha CBEKEM BO3JLyXeE.

JleTH B3s1IM MeHSs 3a PyKH, OTKPBLTA CTBOPKY BHICOYEHHOTO OKHa, M MBI OKa3aJIMCh Ha OaJIKOHE.
A B rosioBe MesbKHYIO: «[lokon umnepaTopa HaXonATCs Ha TPEThEM ITakKe, Ha BBICOTE MATHAILATH
MeTpoB. OxpaHa...» I TpsAXHYyJa roJIoBOM, U CTPaHHAsA MBIC/Ib KYJa-TO CIIPATaIach.

— Hepxwuck 3a nepuia, Kars! — mocoBeroBasia AHacracus.

U, enBa s mocnenoBaja COBeTY, Kak OAJIKOH Hadall JIOBOJILHO OBICTPO ormyckaTbesi. He manai,
KOHEYHO, HO B )KUBOTE EKHYJIO.

— Hawm 0601M He HpaBuTCS 3TOT OAJIKOH, — coracuiics ¢ cectpoit SIpocnas. — Ho nepemernarscs
HaM IOKa 3arpenieHo. [la 1 octajibHble Marnyeckye 3akJMHaHus 0e3 yuuTenei. . .

MBblI IpoLUIY 1O JOPOKKE MEX YCEeSHHBIX MEIKMMU 3€JIEHBIMU LIBETOUKAMH KYCTOB U YCTPOU-
JICh Ha YIOOHOW CKaMelKe HanpOTUB OOJIBIIION MHOTOSIPYCHOW KJIyMOBL. S 0OHsIa eTeld, a BooO-
pakeHue BAPYT HAPUCOBAJIO OTPOMHBIN KOpaOiib M TaONMYKY: Ha3BaHHUE. .. TOHHAK... TPY3... MECTO
Ha3HAUEHHUS. .. TEKYLLHE KOOPIUHATHI. . .

— W naBHO Bac Tak yvar? — cnpocuia .

— JIBa mocnenHux roaa, — OecrieuHo oTBeTmI SIpociaB. — MHe oOsi3aTesibHO, a AChbKe Tak. ..
MoO:XHO XOOUTh, MOXHO He xoauTh. Ho oHa Bcerga co muoit cugurt. Eil cky4Ho.

— Jla, cKky4HO, — MOATBEpAMIAa AHACTACHS.

— W Tak kaxaplid AeHb? — yAUBUIACH £1.

— INouemy?! — fIpocnaB COCKOYMII CO CKAMEWKH, BHITAILMII U3 KYCTOB IPYTHUK U B3MaxHYJ UM
Kak cabneit. — [Ipuémel ObIBaIoT, ipa3HuKK. Torma ypokos HeT! Dreii!

W oH, OBICTPO MOKOCUBILKCH HA MEHsI, IIOMYAJICSl BOKPYT KJIYMOBI Ha BOOOpakaeMoM KOHE,
NepUOINYECKH B3MaXUBasi CBOEH «cadnei».

— ManpuuIKH. .. — IPe3pUTENIbHO CKa3aa AHACTACHS U IJIOTHee MprxKaiach Ko MHe. — Kard. ..
A T1B1 Hac He Opocumib? C To60# xopormo! Bor mpiMpa Konnparsesa... Oii, repuoruns! OHa cpa3sy
Obl HayaJ1a HyAUTb, YTO UMIIEPATOPCKUM 0c00aM HeJocToiHO Oerath. M yBena Ol Hac oTclona. . .

W TyT 51 HanpsArack: Mekly HaMu U SIpociaBoM BO3HMKJIA cepo-KopuuHeBas apivMKa. Ho Benu-
Kasl KHSDKHA XMXUKHYJIA U TIOSICHUIIA:

— Dt0 TéMHBIE cTpaxu! Panblne X MeHble ObUIO, a Tereph KOJIBIOM BOKPYT... Tak ThI ocTa-
Henibes, Kara?

— Jla Kyna xe eBatbcsi? — ynplOHyIach 51. — [IBa Mecsina ToO4HO Oyy ¢ BaMH. ..

AHacTacysi BRICKOJIB3HYJIa M3-TI0[] MOEH PYKH, METHYJIACh BCJIE]] 32 OpaToM U paoCTHO 3aKpH-
yasa:

— JIBa mecsma!!!

— Ypa-a-a! — oro3Basicst umrneparop, 6€3:XKajJoOCTHO KpyIlla BParoB MpPyTHUKOM.

— Vpa! — Bropuna emy Ha Oery Benmkast KHsKHa.

A Ha MeHs1 BHOBb OOpYIIMJIOCh KOPOTKOE BHEHHE — TOPOJOK C BBICOTHI ITHYBETO nonéra. U,
KaK IOJIOKEHO, yXKe MPUBbIYHAS TAOJIMYKA: HA3BaHUE, YHUCIIO KUTENeEH. . .

Kakoii yxac! Ilpu Takoii yueOHOI Harpy3Ke y HUX ke U JeTCTBa ToJKoM HeT! beHble KoTATKY
MOM. ...

OGen uMmmeparopa Havajlcsi YMHHO M, Kak 51 TOHMMAlO, TPaauIMOHHO. Ero BenmmyecTBo
TJIAHTHO OTOJIBHHYIJI CTYJI ISl BeMKO# KHSIKHBI M TOTy4r1 OlarogapcTBeHHblil KuBok. Cam fpo-
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CJIaB 3aHSJT MECTO BO IJIaBe HU3KOTO U yIOOHOTO JIJIS IeTeld, HO HeIMIOMEPHO JIJTMHHOTO CToJa. A BOT
€Io IOIBITKY KECTOM YyCAIUTb U MEHA A IPECCKJIA. TIo ABYM IIpUYHUHaM. BO-HGPBLIX, BTUCHYTLCA B
MBSIIHBIA, HO AETCKUI CTYJBYMK MHE HE YJAJIOCh OBl IIPH BCEM KeJIaHUW. A BO-BTOPBIX, 371€Ch K€, B
00EJICHHOM 3aJie, BBICTPOWIMCH BJIOJIb CTEHBI MSATEPO CIIYT, 1 MHE COBCEM HE Ka3aJioch, UTO S BBIIIIE
UX IO CTaTyCy. A BOT CJIyT'M HEJOYMEHHO NEPerIAHYINUCh. IIOHATHO — nepednTs uMIeparopy 31eCh
ABHO HE ITPUHATO.

SIpocnaB Kak-To HEXOTS MOJHSIT PYKY, U TPOE CIYT COPBAIUCH ¢ MecTa. OIMH CHSUT KPBIIIIKY C
OOJIBIIION CYITHUIIBL, 2 TBOE IPYTUX CXBATUIIU IO TIIyOOKOM Tapeske. Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE repe/] AeThMU
CTOSUT UCXOJIAIINN MapoMm cyil. I MHe 1okas3asiock, 4To eciv Obl CJIYTH TIPOCTO METHYJIM TApEJIKHM Ha
CTOJI, TO ¥ TOrJa He TIPOJMIIOCH Obl HA Karuim!

A BOT BEHIICHOCHBIE 0COOBI KaK-TO HE OYeHb TOPOIUJIMCH TIPUCTYTATh K 00exy. OHM MOpITH-
JIUChb, pasMCUIMBaJIA JIO)KKaAMHU CYII. . . N g namna HYXHBIM CKa3aTb:

— Bce Benmk#e NOMKOBO/LILI TIOCIe cpakeHul. .. VI neau, 9yroOsl Onuctath KpacoToi! Bee onn
00s13aTeIbHO OBICTPO CheJaIv 32 00eIOM TapesIKy BKYCHOTO cyra!

N neno monuto! be3 BCAKOro BUANMOTO YIOBOJIBCTBUS, HO JIO CAMOT'O JJHA TAPEJIOK.

— Mononust! — noxBamuna 5. U cipocuna y ciyr: — Yto Ha BTOpoe?

W BHOBB TIpOM30IILIO TO ke OecIryMHOe NeUCTBO TpEX mpodu! A mepen JIeThMU OKa3aUCh
TapeNIKh C Tpemsl «E&XKMKaMU» Ha Kaxaou. Ha3BaTh KOTIeTKaMu 3TO MPOM3BE/IeHHe MOBAaPCKOTO
MICKYCCTBA He TIOBOPAYMBAJICS SI3BIK — KPACcoTa, 1a U Tobko! U 51 He ynepkasach OT IITyIoro BoIpoca:

— W13 yero onmn?

Boo011ie-To s cripammsaia ciiyr, Ho OTBeTHI Spociiag:

— SJumeHHaq Kama u Kpala€HbIC JICTICCTKU CIMBOYHHKA. ..

Be3pangocTHo ckaza, eciii He 00peYEHHO.

— Hano cwects! — yoexaEHHO npousHecna s, u. ..

He vmeto noHATHSA, Y4TO TOJIKHYJIO MEHS Ha CIEAYIOIIMI NOCTYNOK. Buanumo, 1ioxo ckpbiBae-
MO€ OTBpalleHHE Ha JIeTCKUX JHULaX. OHU NPUHSINCH KOBBIPATD «EKUKOB», a 1 B35J1a JIOKKY C MOJ-
HOCa, TPUTIOAIHSJIA KPBIIIKY CYITHUIIBI U 3a4eprHyia OyiboH. JIMIIb OTIPAaBUB COACPKUMOE JIOKKH
B POT, 5 MOHsIJIa, YTO ¥ UMIIeparop,  Bemkas KHSKHA, U CIIYTH C OTPOMHBIM MHTEPECOM CMOTPST
Ha MEHH4.

S ve nemu — ogHO3HauHO! HaBepHOe, IOTOMY Y MEHSI BOBHUKJIO OTPOMHOE JKeJIAaHUE BBITLTIO-
HYTb Bc€ 0OpartHo B cynHuily! Ho 1etu-1o 310 TOIbKO uTO chermm! [la emme v rnojg MouM JIaBJICHUEM. . .

S mporyoTria U HeKYJIBTYPHO yKa3aJia MajiblieM Ha KPaiHero Ciyry:

— BosbMure cynHuIy 1 oTBeAMTE MeHs K oBapy ! A Bbl, — 5 iepeBesia B3IV Ha uMIeparopa, —
JOJDKHBI K MOEMY MPUXOJTY PAcIpaBUTHCS ¢ KOTJIETaMu !

1 xe He 3Hasa, YTO TaK 3aAEPKYCh!

IToka MBI TIUTH 11O KOPUIOPY, CIIyra CKa3a:

— He oOparaiitech K HAM Ha «BbI».

— Ilouemy? — cpocuna 1.

— He nonoxeHo.

— Vury. Ho u s He Gosblnast MIMIIKA — Takas ke oO0cayra. M Bl Toxe psAgoM ¢ UMIepaTopomM
crosum!

Chyra cmesics BCIO Jopory. Xopolo, 4To cynHuiy He ypoHwut! [To3ke s y3Hasa, 9To piKaj
OH HaJI «IIUIITKOMN» ... OKa3ajJoch, 4TO 3TO BIOJHE KOHKPETHOE ONpeieieHUe.

A emi€ mo3xe 10 MeHs JI0ILIO, YTO BCsl 00Cyra uMIiepatopa — oxpaHHuku. Crierka repeydeH-
HBbIC.

[ToBap okazascst KpyIHBIM HACYTUIEHHBIM MYKUYMHOM JIeT copoka. COMHEBalOCh, YTO OH TaKON
MpauHbIi 1o xku3HU. Ckopee, KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM y3HaJ, 4To 5 3asBUJIach CKaHaammTh. OH clierka
TMOKJIOHUJICS, TIOKOCUJICSI HA CYITHUILY ¥ CITPOCHJT:

— Yro-T0 He Tak?
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— Bama pa6ora? — §I npunogHsia KphIIky.

— 41 Bapwi1, — comtacuics nosap.

— IIpo6osanu?

— KoneuHo.

— IlonpaBuiocs? A MsCO B 3TOM Cyne ecTb?

[NoBap NeHUBO B3MaxHYJ PYKOW U MPOTSHYI MHE CBUTOK. BeposiTHO, BHITALIMI U3 PyKaBa. ..
Bor ToBKO MHE TIOKA3aJ10Ch, UTO MPSIMO U3 BO3/AyXa!

— MeHio ummneparopa, COCTaBIEHHOE JIy MM JUETOI0roM EBpOITbI, — METaHXOTUYHO TTOSICHIIT
OH, TOKa 5 pa3BopaurBaia oymary. — Octponuct, Kaprodelb, e ceMb OBOIICH, BCE HA MSICHOM
OyJbOHe.

41 Hama cnoBo «oben» 1 yoenuack, 4To MoBap He COUMHSET Ha Xony. Tem Oosee ecTecTBeH-
HBIM CTaJl MO CJIEAYIOUTUI BOIIPOC:

— A nouemy BKYC TakoW Mep3KHii?!

Bo3smymienus Ha nune noBapa s He 3ameTusia. OH IPOCTO MOCMOTPENT KyJa-TO B CTOPOHY U
HETIPUSI3HEHHO MPOLICANIT:

— Mar-xumuk. OH poOy CHUMAET U TI0OABKH ChITIET . . .

—I'ne on?!

W cnyra ¢ cynHuieit ¥ ynslOKoi 10 yIei pBaHyJ K JABepU ¢ HAANuUChio: «be3 cTyka He BXo-
IUTh!» — ejie ero Hacturia. Kcratu, moBap Toxe 32 HAMH YBSI3JICS.

Cryyatp 51 He cTaja — MOBEpHYJIA PyYKy M pacraxHyja ABepb. A 3a HeW U BIpaBay OOu-
Taj XMMUK! [IBa UIMHHBIX CTOJA, TUIOTHO YCTABJICHHBIX CTEKJISTHHBIMU U KEpaMUYECKUMH KOJIOAMH,
peropramu, OGaHkamu... Bc€ OyipKasio, MICXOAMIIO BOHIOUMM TapoM M MOCBHUCTHIBAJIO. Bomb creH
CTeJTaXku ¢ OAaHOUYKAMU U MPOOMPKAMH, a 32 OOJIBIIUM CTOJIOM, 3aBaJICHHBIM KHUTAMH, CBUTKAMU
Y MavykamMu Oymaru BOCCe/Ial caM XO3AMH BCEro 3Toro 6e300pas3us. XUMUK MIEKOTal cedsi B HOCY
T'YCHHBIM TIEPOM Y MEUTaTeJIbHO CMOTPEJ B 3aKOIMYEHHBIA TTOTOJIOK.

Mar 6bu1 Gonbioi TopMo3. i oOHioxascs yero-to. Bo BcsikoM citydae, OH BCTpeNeHysics,
MIPUJIOKUII TIepo K Oymare mepes coOOH | 3aryisiHyJ B KHUTY, JIMIIb KOTJa Mbl MOJIONUTH BILIOTHYIO.
XUMHK XMypO MOCMOTpeST HEMHOTO BBIIIIE HAC M 3asIBIJT:

— Tam e HanmcaHo. ..

— Yurtanu! — obopBaia s ¥ yKasajia cyre Ha CyNHHILy, a TOTOM Ha ctos. OH BCE MOHSUT Tpa-
BUJIbHO. — BbI 310 €1m?

OH nocsenoBaTeIbHO M BHUMATEIbHO TIOCMOTPEN Ha CYIHHUILY, Ha TOBapa, HA MEHsI U BaXKHO
KHUBHYIL:

— Koneuno! B Mon 06s13aHHOCTH BXOTUT CHSITHE TTPOOBI CO BCeX OO, MOJABAEMBIX . . .

— Jlo um mocse Toro, Kak Bbl OTPABUIIM CyIl? — BHOBb 00OpBaJIa s €ro.

XUMHK BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH, MPUOCAHUJICA. Bripouem, OH MOT M He BCTaBaTh — CTAl HEMHOTHM
BBIIIIE.

— Kak Bo cmeete?! — oOmkeHHO 3aroiiocui oH. — S mpodeccop CapoHCKOro YHUBEPCUTETA,
Y MHE JIOBEPEHO. ..

Sl mpoTsiHyIa pyKy JIaJOHBIO BIIEPEN, M Mar CJIOBHO noaasuics. Eme Gomee ero pacctponit Moit
CJIE/IYIOIIUI BOITPOC:

— YT0 M KOMY BBI Iipenofacre?

—Hy... ¥ Mens caumikom MHOTO paOoOTHI 311€Ch. .. — C 0JIel HEYBEPEHHOCTH OTBETUJI OH.

— 3HauuT, B JaNbHENIIEM «Ipodeccopa» MOKHO He ynoMmuHath. Mtak. Bel BKycHO moenu, a
MOTOM J00aBWIH. .. UT0?

BooOiie-To GemmeHcTBO OT CHATHSL MPOObI C Cyla Yy MEHs YKe Yracjo, HO BOT XkaJlocTh K
OETSIM. ..

— ...HemHOro mosesHbIX MHIPEJUEHTOB, 3€1be OT CEMH SIJIOB, YYTOK KBAaCILIOB, OOJOTHBIN
KOpeHb. .. — bopMoTai mar. Y Bapyr Bo3myTuiics: — Be€, kak 0ObIvHO!
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—IonsTHo. — 4 ¢ OOpO YIBIOKOW MOCMOTpESIa Ha XUMHKa, U OH ChEkmIcs. — EmE pa3 nocme-
eTe UCTIOPTUTSH ety aeTeid. .. — C3aam JOBOIBbHO KPSKHYI IOBap, a s MPOAOJIKIIIA: — 3aCTaBIIIO CheCThb
BC€! A MOTOM pa3Hecy B MbUIb BCE Bl CAMOTOHHBIE aIaparhl!

— Ho s 006s13aH npoBepsTh. . .

— IlpoBepsiite! Ho ena nomxkHa ocraBarbest eoi!

S1 moBepHysach, YTOOBI YIUTH, ¥ HATKHYJIACh HA YBIOKY TMOBapa.

— Msico B cyn 1 KOTJIETHI He 3a0bIBaiiTe 100aBATh!

He mMeHsis1 BhIpaXeHus1 JIUIa, TIOBAp KUBHYJ U B3I0OXHYIL:

— PereHr Oynier HETOBOJIEH. . .

— Cyr11 JIerKo UCIIPaBHT ero HacTpoeHue! —orpesana s. M coxBaruiack: — A 4TO y UMIeparopa
Ha jecept?

— Bapénplii Tparic. — O nomopimics 1 jooasmt: — OBoril.

— MaJneHbpKkue nupoXHbIE €CTh?

— Koneuno!

JlocTaBieHHOE B UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CTOJIOBYIO OJTIONO C arMeTUTHBIMU TPEYTOJIbHIUKAMH, TIOCHI-
MAHHBIMU PA3HOIBETHOM KPOIIKOM, MTHOBEHHO U3MEHIIIO aTMocdepy.

Cnyru ynbioanuck, umneparop 1 Besmkast KHsKHA, ¢ BOCTOProM HOIJISIBIBAS HA MEHSI, JIOTAJIH
JecepT, a 51 BIPYT BCIIOMHWIIA MPeJoCcTepeKeHUe TIoBapa. .. A Be/lb pereHT U BIpaBy OylIeT Hel0BO-
neH! Ho He yObeT ke oH MeHsi? CaM-To HaBepHsiKa BCsikue BKycHsmKH ect! Hy, yBomur. .. XKaiko,
KOHEYHO, — TOJIbKO MPUBBIKATh Havasia. XOTs HAYEro TOJIKOM He TIOHSTHO!

— He Gosnbinie qBYX MAPOKHBIX KaXkIOMY! — MEHTOPCKMM TOHOM 3asiBHJIA 1.

— Ja, Kars1! — pagocTHO OTKJIMKHYJICA SIpociiaB u mepesiokui ¢ omona cede u cecTpe 1o Tpe-
ThEMY TPEYTOJIbHUYKY.

Benukwmii kHs13b ['eopruii AnekcanipoBud POMaHOB, /151 U pereHT UMIlepaTopa, mpeobIBall,
MOXHO CKa3aTh, B IPeINpPa3AHAIHOM HacTpoeHnH. OH enié yac Ha3aj OTIPaBUJICS Obl B UyIECHBIH
ropon banwm, rje ero sxgayim Hera u Hacnaxaenue. U, koneuno xe, U3za... [Ipodeccrnonanka Beico-
yaiiiiero ypoBHs! IIoHATHO, YTO ¥ OHA, W XO35IMH 3aBeAEHUS 3HAIM Bennkoro KHsA35 1Moj MMEHeM
®énop. bes Beakux Turynos. Bripouem, u U3y Bpsaza m 3Banu Mzoi.

Ho rocynmapcteeHnbie siena... A OBIT €r0 UMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO BEJIMYECTBA, HECOMHEHHO, OTHO-
CUTCS K HUM!

CHavasna pereHTy AOJOXWIM, Y4TO MMIepaTop u Bemukas KHsSKHa Chelv 00€l MOJTHOCTHIO,
YeMy HeMaJio CriocOOCTBOBAJIa HOBAsl TYBEPHAHTKA. DTO ObLJIO MHTEPECHO U BEChMa TOJIOKUTEIHHO!
B nocnennue aBa-Tpu Mecsia ¢ STuM ObUTH TPOOJIEMBI.

Ho mortom ryBepHaHTKa 3a0pajia CyI U, OYeHb HEJOBOJIbHAS, OTIPABIIIACH K MoBapy. BepHy-
JIach HECKOPO, a Cpasy Moclie € BO3BpaIleHHsI UIMIIEPATOPY U €r0 CECTPe IOCTABIIIN OO0 C BAHUIIb-
HBIMU MTUPOKHBIMH.

XOpOIIIO 3TO WK IJIOX0, BOT TaK C XOAy PEreHT OLEHUTh HE MOT, a KOIaThCs B apXUBE OBLIO
neHb. 1 oH BbI3BaJI MOBapa BMECTE CO 3JIOMOTYYHBIM CYIIOM.

OpnHako paHbllle JTOTOKWUIICS HaOMogaTesb: B IpeioOeJeHHbI OTAbIX UMIepaTop u Benukas
KHSDKHA U3BOJIMIIM OeraTh BOKPYT CTYIEHYaTON KJIIyMObl M HEpa30OpUMBO BECEJIO KpUuath. A ryBep-
HAHTKA CUJIeNla Ha CKaMelKe M YJIbloanach.

ITOT JOKJIAJl IOMECTUTh B pa3psi/i MOJOKUTEIBHBIX PETEHT HE MOI — HErOXe UMIIepaTopy. ..
Ho notom Bciomuwm ce6st B ietctBe. CKOJBKO JIET )KU3HHU OH TOTOB OBbUT OTAATH 32 TAKYI0 OETOTHIO!..
TeMm He MeHee ClIeJOBAJIO yKa3aTh, YTOOBI IOJOOHBIE UI'PBI IIPOXOAWIIN B 00Jiee YKPOMHBIX YTOJIKax
cana. Ho sto 3aBTpal
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[ToBap mosiBUIICA He C OHMM OOpPA3IOM CyMa, a C JAByMs. PereHT HelOyMEHHO TPUITOIHSLIT
OpOBb, U TTOBAP OXOTHO TMOSICHIII:

—DTOT CyN BbI U3BOJIMIIM KYIIATh CETOAHS 32 00€I0M. A 3TOT ObLT MOJIaH €T0 UMITEPATOPCKOMY
BeM4ecTBy. S nmpuHEC 00a 1Jisi CpaBHEHHUS.

— IonsitHO. CBOVI 00€[ 51 CheJT C YIOBOJIBCTBUEM, a CYIT ObLT OTMEHHBIN. UTO ¢ 3TUM He Tak?

Perent B3su1 peyIokKeHHYIO IOBAPOM JIOKKY, 3a4EpITHYJI CYIl U CyHy]1 B poT. [loBap BHMMa-
TEJIbHO HaOMI0AAN 3a BRIpaXEHUEM JiMlia Bemrmkoro KHs3s, HO MPOYECTh YTO-JIMOO0 HE CMOT.

— Mue nipuxoausiock mpodoBaTh 1 0ojiee OTBPATUTENBHYIO €1y... — CKa3as Jerycratop, mpo-
rotuB. — Ho kak Bam 3710 ynanoch?

— Kak 1 Bo MHOTOM, 311€Ch TpH cOCTaBisomux. — [ToBap ogHUM IBHXeHUEM pyKH yopas oda
cyIa co cTojia ¥ cripocuit: — VI3BosuTe BHIC/TYIIATh, Ballle BHICOYECTBO?

Benvkwii KHSA3b BBITEP IyObl TUIATKOM M KUBHYJT:

— Ja.

— JIBa mecsia Hazaq u3 EBporbl mpuObLT AUeToNor. 1 3arpocuil KaHIeNSIpuio, U ero MOJTHO-
MOYHMsI, @ TaKke TO, YTO JEUCTBYET OH OT Balllero UMeHH, ObUIO MoATBepkaeH0. OH MPOAMKTOBAT
MEHIO ISl UMIiepaTopa U Bemkoi KHSKHBI, pacckazal 00 OrpoMHOM MOJIb3e BAPEHBIX OBOIIIEH, Chell
JECSATOK KOTJIET MPSIMO C MPOTHUBHS, TPY OTOMBHBIE, IPUXBATHII KOIMYEHYIO KypuIly ¥ oTObUI. C Tex
1Op 51 TOTOBHJI JIsl UMIIepaTopa o ero petentam. Kaioch, BMecTo BoJpl — Ha OyJIbOHE, I1e MOT —
n00aBJIsLT KPyIy U caxap... Ho 3To iuib ABe cOCTaBIAIOMMX 3TOro cymna. Ecim MoxHO cuutarh BTO-
POW COCTABJISIIOIIEH MOE HapyIlIeHUe PelenTypbl, KOHEUHO.

PerenT kuBHYJ 1 1TOBap MPOIOJIKWIL:

— INonTopa mecsiia Ha3aa Bbl MPUCTAIA Mara-xuMuka. OH 3aHsIT camylo OOJIBIIYIO KJIaJOBKY,
MOHACTABWJI TPUOOPOB, HATAITMI XUMHKATOB, 3aKONTUJ MOTONOK... ECIM BBl yIOJTHOMOYMIIA €r0
MIPOBEPATD €Iy UMIIepaTopa Ha spl... — [loBap mocMoTpesn Ha pereHra ¢ 00uIoi. — MHe Ka3aioch,
YTO 51 HETLJIOXO CIIPABJISIICS C ITUM.

— Ja. Ho y Bac cTonbko padoTsl, — KUBHYJ PereHT. — Bripouem, mpomossKanTe.

— CerogHs KO MHe 3asiBUJIach T'YBEpHAHTKA UMIIepaTopa 1 noTpedoBasa otuéra. OHa O3HAKO-
MUJIACh C MEHIO, KaK MHE KaXKeTCsl, CUJIbHO Pa303JIMJIach U OTIIPaBUJIACh K XUMUKY. 51 HAIIEN HY KHBIM
MOWTH C HEW U TOJIy4uJI HEMaJloe YI0BOJIbCTBUE! 3a OHY MUHYTY OHAa YXUTPUJIACh OCAJAUTh ITOTO
Xama 1 BBITPSIXHYTh M3 HEro, 4To OH JOOABIISIET B €1y UMIIEpaTOpa Pa3IMYHbIE 3AIUTHBIE CHAT00bS
OT $1/I0B, OKHCJIBl METAJIOB. . .

— Ho Beap 910 He BpeJHO U Aaxe MOJIE3HO, — MOXKaJ IJIeYaMy PETeHT, HO TYT ke HaxMypuJcs,
BU/IMMO, BCTIOMHHB BKYC CyTIa.

IToBap yxmMbUIBHYIICA.

— ComHeBaloch, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, YTO BaM HYXKHO HArOMHUHATh... COJM MBIIIbSIKA TOXE
TIOJIE3HBI ITPU HEKOTOPBIX OOJIE3HSIX.

— IousrtHo. 3HauwnT, Tak! [Tunry nMmneparopa B adopatopuio He HocuTh! [laBaiite, CKOIBKO
HY)KHO JJTsI aHaJIn3a, ¥ Bc€! XMMUK MycTh padoTaeT — OH MHE ITOMOT B TAPOYKE CIOKHBIX CTydaeB. A
emié Jiydie. .. MHe, umrieparopy u Besmkoi KHsKHE ofgaBath O1HO U TO ke! [ToHsATHO, 4TO OCTphIi
COYC 1 MOJI00HOE Ha UMITEPATOPCKOM cTosie HU K yeMy ! U B Msico cnieruii momeHnsinie. IIpoky ot aToro
auetosora... Oaau pacxonpl! Yemy Bbl yiibiOaeTech?

— I'yBepHanTKa norpedoBaa, 4ToObl 51 B CyIT KJIal MsCO!

— Jleser He B cBOM fena... A 4TO TaM ObUIO C MUPOXHBIMU?

— Jla oHa OyKBaJIbHO BBIpBaJia MX Y MEHsI M yTania!

— WUpute. C XMMHUKOM s TOTOM MOTOBOPIO. 3aBTpa.

W nosap pacTBopuiICS B BO3/1yXE.

Ho omoxuth pa3roBop He yianoch, XOTs PEreHT U MPe/IeIbHO COKPAaTUII €ro.

XUMHK MOCTy4Yal B IBEPb U, HE JOKHUIASCH TPUTJIAIIIEHH S, BOIIEN B KAOMHET, Mbljast paBe/l-
HBIM THEBOM.

31



I'. Kpuc. «['yBepHanTka»

— Bame BbicouectBo! OHa rpo3uiach yOUTh MeHs!..

— A MHe JI0JI0XWJIH, YTO TOJIBKO CYIIOM HAKOPMUTb.

— Ho, Bamre BoicouectBo! MiMnieparopy HEOOXOIMM KaJIbIWA 711 KOCTE, MAarHUH JIsl MBIIILTE-
HUS. ..

— Ipunepxu s3pIk! — pe3ko Opocmi pereHT. U TyT ke n0OpO, MOYTH HEXHO MMOWHTEPECO-
Basics: — My, mo-TBoeMy, UMIepaTop 1ioxo cooopaxkaer?!

— Her-ner-ger! $1 He Mor takoro ckasats! Tomaaure, Baie BEICOYECTBO!

— Yto0 Gonbliie HUKakKX 100aBok ! Cam Oyay mpoOoBaTh, U ecliv uTo. .. Be€ 3acTtaBmo coxpars!

— Ha, Bare BricouectBo! Criaci6o, Barie BHICOYECTBO! — MPUUUTAI Mar-XMMUK, TIATSCH K Cria-
CUTEJILHOU JBEPU.

A yxe B Kopugope oH nogyMan: «Hy u 4bM yka3aHuss MHe UCNONHATH? PereHta wiam 3toi
yxkacHout pypun?! Xots ectb u pasauiia? CTONBKO cyna B MEHsI HUKOI/a He Bie3eT. .. cnomusaTs
Oyny Bc€! I'1aBHOE — HUYEro He HapYIIUTh ! »

B 310 Bpemsi perenTa B kabuHete yxke He Obuto. OH mepeoyiesicsl B MaJIeHbKOM KOMHATKE TOJI-
3eMelbsl U MOLIEN TI0 Y3KOMY JTMHHOMY Kopuaopy. [lo gopore k rnoprangam oH ymad, uTo, B CylI-
HOCTH, HUYEro 0COOEHHOTO He Mpou301uIo. [IpocTo ryBepHaHTKa He 3aX0Tesa, YToObl UMITEpaTop U
ero cecTpa ey rajiocth. ..

Perent nepenépuyn rieyamu ot otBpaiieHrs. Ho XuMUK ocinylatbcsi He IOCMEET, a BOT Jue-
TOJIOTa HAJIO XOTsI ObI BBICEYb. . .

OdeHb OBICTPO 3TU MBICTH BhITeCHWIT 00pa3 M3bl. Bennkuii KHs3b HU HA CEKYHIy HE BEpHJI
JeBYIIKe, YTBEPXK/IABIIEH, YTO OH TAKOW OJVH-eIMHCTBEHHBIA, YTO OHA TOTOBA BCIO KU3Hb OBITh
PAIOM Y HUKOT/Ia He UCTIBIThIBAJIA HUYEro Mofo0HOoTO0. .. Be€ noxs! [Tpocto oHa ymerno nojcTpanBa-
ercst o MapTHEpa, HaOJMoIaeT U COOTBEeTCTBYeT. .. [Ipodpeccnonanka! Ho, mo cyTu, Bce KEHIIHBI
TaKOBHI — JITYT, U3BOpaunBaIoTcs... VI BCE pagu JeHer, TUTYJIOB WM C KAKUM-TO JAJILHUM IpUIle-
JioM. .. Bcé noxp!

Perent octanoBwICs y OTHOM U3 HUIII, B KOTOPOU JpOKasia TOHKas HUTh CBEPHYTOTO MOpTaJia,
MIPUJIOKIIT JIAJOHb K YEPHOMY KaMHIO, U HUTh IIPEBPATUIIACh B CEPOE BEPETEHO.

— Bcero onus miar, Heckomnbko JlucroB Kuuru Mupa, u. .. — mpodopmorai oH. — [la, noxs! Ho
npusiTHas!

N marnyn B noprai.

INocne obena netn meHs yauBwid. OHM CXBATHIIM MEHs 32 PyKH M OYKBaJIbHO MOTAIMIIN 110
KOpHUIOpY. Y ABepel, B KOTOpbIe Mbl IIPOIILTH, OXpaHa Opasa Ha KapayJ, ¥ s oyMaia, 9To XOTs Obl
TPETH 9TOI0 YBAXXCHUA MOKET OTHOCUTLCA KO MHE. BpHII JI, KOHEYHO. ..

— A 3710 Hame KpbBUIO JBOpILA, — TUXO CKa3saJja AHaCTaCI/IH, KOrjga Mbl IMPOLIM OYEPEOAHBIC
JaBepu. — TaMm cniasibHU, a BOT 31€Ch. ..

MornozieHbKas CITyXkaHKa B TAKOM K€ TEMHOM IUIaThe, KaK Y MEHsl, HO C OeJIbIM MepeHUKOM,
MOKJIOHWJIACh U TIpoJierieTaa:

— OHHu noesu u CITAT, Balll€ UMIIEPATOPCKOC BEJIMYCCTBO. . .

[NocraBuia KOP3MHKY HA CTYJ U OECITYMHO BBIIILIA.

— Cmortpu, Kars. .. — 3aragouno nporentan SIpocias.

B xop3uHKe siexainu 1Ba MymucTbix KoMouka. OJIuH U3 HUX BAPYT pa3BepHYJICS, 3eBHYJI, pac-
KUHYJICA BBEPX XUBOTUKOM U TYT XK€ OIIAATH YCHYIL.

[epBasi Most MbICIb ObUIA, KOHEUHO €, HEMPaBWJIBHOW: IMOKA3ajoCh, YTO 3TO OHH, MOH
KOTATKHU. ..

— IlpaBpa, noxoxu?! — mWENOTOM npousHecaa AHactacus. — A BOT Jlorajaiics, Kak ux 30ByT?!

— SIcbka 1 ACbKa. .. — IIOYTH BCXJIMITHYJIA S U €/1BA HE PACILIAKAIACh.
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Tam, noma, 6610 Tak xopomio! IToka 3ToT GenoOpbICHl ¢ GaHaoi He punépcs!

XOpoIo XOTh JETH HE 3aMETWJIM MOMX MepexuBaHuid. Ho oHM ObIM OYeHb 3aHSATHI — B3a-
XJIEO, mepedrBast APy Apyra, pacCKa3blBaIM O MOABUTAX KOTAT. OKa3anock, 4To SIChKa TOXKe MbITaJIC
J1a3aTh MO LITOPaM, HO, NOTy4YUB OT BeslnKkoi KHSKHBI IJIENOK 10 33AHULE U JJIUTEIbHOE CIIOBECHOE
yBellleBaHue, TPEKPATUII ITO 3aHATHE. EAST OHM TOJBKO BapEHYIO phIOy U MOJIOKO, a Ha MsICO (DbIp-
KaloT. A Acbka BCE BpeMsl MTPOBOIMPYeT OpaTa Ha OEroTHIO. ..

B03MOX%HO, CO CTOPOHBI 5 U BBINISIKY KaK MOJTHOBECHAs J1ypa, HO 3TO TosbKo Mectamu! Tak
YTO 3a/1aj1a COBEPILIEHHO MTPABUJIbHBII BOIIPOC:

— Kak xe Bac B KOTAT CMOIJIM PEBPATUTh?

— Ja mpocto! — ynpIOHYJICS ummeparop. — 3akjiIsaTre ABOWHOro oTpaxenusi! Tolnbko MBI He
MOMHUM KaK. .. Buauiib, H1 oiHOTO 3epKaia 37ech Tenepb HeT? [lsas Erop npukazan yopats! Tombko
B BaHHBIX, HO OHU B KaKMX-TO OCOOEHHBIX pamax !

TEMHBII KOTEHOK B KOP3UHKE OTKPBUI IVIA3KU ¥ 3€BHYJI. A s YJIBIOHYJIACH:

— Ha Bac oHM He MOX0XH — HEeT OeJIbIX MeIaTbOHOB Ha TPY/IH.

— D1ux? — paccMmesics SpocnaB M BHITAMI U3-TIOJ PyOAIlKu MaJleHbKMA Oesblii poMO. —
OTKyna OHM y KOTST BO3bMYTCS?!

AHacracus U3 Bblpe3a IUIaThsl U3BJIEKJIA TAKOW ke, HO KPYIJIbI MEAAJIbOH U MOSCHUIIA:

— DT0 HaIIM Cy)KeHble!

— Kak 310? — yauBuiacs 1.

W, koHeuHo *ke, TYT ke paccTponsiack. Benp Tyrumo Ha kax oM mmary! Majio jin y Hac HapoJoB,
KOTOpbIE 3apaHee JKEHSAT Jaxe enié He poauBIMxcs aeteii?! A B IHauu tak BooOIIe ¢ TOKOWHUKOM
MOTYT OOBEHYATh!

SIpocnaB packpbUl CBOU MellajibOH, M BHYTpHU OKa3zaiuch 1Be ¢otorpacduu... Her! Toxanyi,
sMaJsieBble 1300pakeHus. Ho oueHs cTpaHHble: MOIpOOHO BHITUCAHHBIE. A TPUTJISIEBIIUC, 51 pa3Ii-
ymnia Jaxxe LBET IJIa3 ¥ JIOKOHbI Bosioc! Ha oiHOV NOI0OBUHKE MelalbOHA — OYEHb CEPhE3HbIN NMITe-
parop Bces Pycu, a Ha pyroii — romy0oriasast ppkeHbKast IeBOYKa JIET YETHIPEX C HECMEJION YJIbIO-
KO Ha TyOKax OaHTHKOM.

— Ipunnecca ¢ OctpoBa, — Kak-To 63 0coOdoro uHTepeca ckasan sIpocias. — AHIIIMIICKAS.

— A Moii — (paHILy3, HacJeHbI PUHL. — AHACTacCHs MOKa3ajla pacKPhIThI Me/IaIbOH.

Manpbyuk. .. [Toxanyi, MOAPOCTOK, JIET YEeTHIPHAALATU. YJIBIOOUKA CIeTKa MepeKOIllIeHHas, B
r1a3ax npe3penue. .. Ha Mot BKyc — mponayBHas Gectust!

CrpaHHOCTH N300paKeHUH MOYEMY-TO COBCEM He YAUBWIIM — Marus... [IpuBbikaio, 4to am?

— A ecu BB MX He TiomoouTe?

— A kakas pasHMIA? — TOXaJT IJIedyaMu uMriepatop. — 5 Obl 6e3 3TO MPUHIIECCH OOOIIENCS.
Ho ponurenu croBopuiuces. ..

Bort xTo MeHs 3a s3bIk TaHYA?! [Tpomomuana Obl... Ho He ynepxkanacs:

— A rae Bau namna u Mmama?

Hetn nompaunenu, Spocnas cpstan CBOM MeIaabOH U B3IOXHYJT:

— o Ha3ax mama ¥ Mama MoruoIu. . .

Huuero sy4ine yem noriaauThb UX 1O TooBaM, 5 He puayMaia. Tynuiia HeucripaBumasi — 4to
B3aTh?! U Begp npeaynpexian pereur. ..

BBIKpyTUTBCA M3 HENPUATHOM CUTYyalluM IMOMOIVIAa AHacTacus — 3aXJIONHYyJa MEJaIbOH U
3aJyMYMBO CKa3aJa:

— A Mo, moxoxe, gypak. TonbKo U enaeT, 4To Mo HOYHBIM KJTyOaM IIaTaeTcsl M Ha JIOMAAsIX
CKayer...

— OTKyga Thl 3Haelb? — yAUBUJIACH f1.

— Eciu Ha HOYb ¢ MUHYTY B PACKPBITHI MEJAJIbOH MOCMOTPETh, TO BO CHE BUAMIIb €r0 IJIa-
3aMHU. ..

— Tebe emié noesno! — nepedu dpocnaB. — Y MeHsI TOIBKO KYKJIbI U JIEHTOUKH !
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— Tl He mpaB, — yneiOHYynack s. — Cpen JIGHTOUeK M KYKOJ BBIPACTAIOT OYapOBaTENIbHBIE
neBymku. TeOe emié noBe3éT, U BIOOUIIIbCs Oe3 maMsITu !

— Mue 6e3 maMsTH Helb3s, — MOKadal ronoBo fApocnas. — Mmmeparop... A XeHa HyKHa,
YTOOBI HACJIEIHUK POJIUJICS.

A BOT TYT MEHs ¥ OCEHWJIO, UTO JIETSIM HaBEpHsKA yke Kypc OMOJNOrMU B TOJIOBB BOMIM. A
MOXeT ObITh, 1 aHaTOMUH! Tak 4TO paccykJeHus Ha TEMy auCTa, TACKAIOIIETo B IOM KaIycTy, 37eCh
HE MPOKATAT. ..

OT 311X MBICIIeH OTBJIEKIIM KOTsATa. 002 pa3oM MOTSHYJIUCH U PUHSLIMCH AKTUBHO BBUTH3BIBATH
Apyr Apyra. AHactacusl HEeMeUIEHHO cxBaTuiia ACbKy, a SIpocias — SIcbky.

— C HUMHM HaJI0 NTOUTPaTh, — MPEIJIOKUIA 5.

— A kak? — cnpocuna AHacracusi. — C HUMM CJIyTH UrpalorT. ...

— HyxHsbl 1Ba pyTHKa, HAUTKA U Oymara. ..

He ycnena s noroBoputs, Kak AHacTacusi METHYJIAaCh K IBEPU, PACHaXxHY/Ia €€ U KPUKHYJIA:

— JlBa mpyTHKa, HUTKH U Oymary!

Bcé nmpunecnu oveHb ObicTpo. BoT Tonmpko Oymaru — menyio cronky. OAuH JIMCT 5 B3sJ1a, a
OCTaJIbHbIC BEPHYJA. YI0UKHM ¢ OyMaXHBIMA OAaHTMKAMU Ha HUTKaX ObUIM TOTOBBI Yepe3 napy MUHYT,
1 Havasnock! Jletn ¢ xoxoToM Oerau 1o 3ajty, KOTsTa FOHsUTMCh 3a OyMakkamu. .. M kerath, KoTsTa
yCTaJIA paHblE.

Ho em€ no storo mMens onsth HakpbLIo... Ilepen rma3aMu nosBUIICS OrPOMHBIA KOHTHUHEHT,
MOXOXMil Ha ABcTpaiuio. Hukakux roponoB M HUKakuX MPUBBIYHBIX yKa3zaTesjew B pamoukax. 13
HaceJIeHUsI TOJIbKO aOOpUreHbl B HaOeJPEHHBIX TOBSI3KAX, 3MEH M KPOKOOWIBL. A B CaMOM IIEHTpe
9TOM 3€MJI OTPOMHBIN CTOJIO MM 0OEJUCK, 3aKJTIOUYEHHBIN B TPH KOJIbIA BBICOKUX CTEH, — HU BOPOT,
HU stecTHHII. [To moBepXHOCTH 00eJHCKa CKOJIB3UIIN KOJIbIa cBeTa ¥ Mpaka. OHM CTaJIKMBAJIUCh, pac-
XOIWJIUCh, CJIMBAJIUCK. . .

Vike Ha mporyske no cajay nepes yxKuUHoM SIpociaB, BbITACKMBAs U3 TallHUKA B KyCTe CBOW
MPYTHK-MeY, JIOBOJIbHO Oe3pa3InaHO MOSICHIUII:

— B ABcTpaiuv HUKTO He XHUBET. A MecTHbIe IieMeHa... OHu kak oxpana Llentpa Cuibl u
elAT BceX, KTo MM nonajaercs. Ha 6epery nim B mycteiHe. A K LIeHTpy MOTYT MepeHOCUTHCS TOIBKO
o4eHb cuibHbIe Mard. OHM Tam OepyT CrTy WM cOpachiBaioT cBowo... Tebe, Katsi, Hamo HayuuThes
BO CHE 9TU KAPTUHKU ITPOCMATpUBaTh. A TO, KOrJJja OHU JAHEM JIe3yT. .. OTBiekaloT cuiibHO. Ho ogun
YUUTE b TOBOPUJI, YTO TaK 3alIOMHUHAIOTCS JIyYIlIE.

— U kak ke HayuuTbcs? — cupocuia s.

— He 3nat0. Ham ns1151 Erop nmomor. — flpociiaB Bapyr BCKUHYJ CBOM M€Y ¥ ITOMYAJICS T10 JIOPOXK-
KaM cajia ¢ KpukoM: — Ypa-a!

U xak ko Bcemy 3Tomy oTHOcUThC? Kak k ckaske? Xoportio Obl... MHOroe o0bscHseT. Ho s1-
TO B CAMOM Cepe/IuHe ITOU CKa3KH, U B royioBe nosiHas Kama! Y 31o 3a onun aens! [la MHe v Heprenu
HE MPOAEPKATHCS — MO3T U3 YIIEH MOTEeYET!

Ot KJIyMOBI K CKaMelKe BepHyJIach AHACTACHS M TIPOTSIHYJIA MHE OYKETHK IBETOB:

—29r0 Tede, Karg!

— Cnacu60, — yneionynach s1. — Kpacusble 11BeTol. Ouenb! BoT TonbKO. ..

— Yt0? — cipocuia MasieHbKas Benvkas KHsKHA, yCa)KUBAsCh HA CKAMENKY PSIIOM.

— OHu ke 3aBsiHYT... A Ha KJymOe IIBETHI XMBYT M Bcerjaa KpacuBble. [laBail He OyaeM Mx
OoJbIIe pBaTh?

— Xoporo, — coracuiiach AHacracusi. — Ho 3to nierko ucrnipaButh. — OHa mpoBeJia JiaI0mKon
Haj OyketukoM: — Terneppb He 3aBsiHyT! ToNbKO HUKOMY He TOBOpH !

[ToHATHO, YTO 51 HEe cKa3aja HUKOMY. A LIBETHI 3TU U BIIPSIMb HE 3aBsUU. be3 BCsAKOI Basbl U
BOJIbI OBLIIM BCET/Ja CBEKMMU, C 3aMevaTesIbHBIM 3aIlaxoM. . .

Amnacracust 00XBaTHIa MOIO PYKY, TPHIKAIach U HEOKUIAHHO CIIPOCHUIIA!

— A 51 MOTry He BBIXOIUTb 3aMYK 3a 3TOro?..
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— He 3Hato, — yecTHO nipu3Hajach 5. — KoHeuHo, 3aMyk Ha/Io MO JIIOOBU BBIXOAUTH. A TeOe He
paHo 00 3TOM IymMaTh?

W cemunerHsiss 1eBOYKA TYT ke JOKa3aja MHE, YTO 5 WM B JKU3HM Majio IMOHUMAIO, WJIH
YMCTBEHHO OTCTAIO.

— Ha Bamewm Jlucrte Xoportro... A oguH y4uTesIb FOBOPHII, UTO JIIDOOE pellieHre HAI0 3apaHee
Y THIATeJIbHO 001yMaTh. EIIE s pa3roBop ciykaHOK TOACTYIIaa, ¥ OJHA cKa3alia, YTo Oa0HHUK — 3TO
MOXU3HEHHBIN TPUroBOp. A 3TOT (ppaHIlys... OH ¢ JpyruMu AeBoukamu 1esoBaics! S Bunena!

U cronmpko ObUTO 0OHIBI B €€ roJioce, UTo 51 0OHsIa AHACTACHIO 3a TUICUH, Iprkaia K cebe u
JISITHYJIA TIOJTHEHNITYI0 OaHAbHOCTb:

— IloncnymmBarh Hexopoulo. A keHuX... Moxer, OH elé ucrpaBuTcs?

— CoMHeBaIoCh. .. — BCXJIMIHY/Ia MaJIeHbKasi HEBEeCTa.

«[oackakan» fApocinas, OBICTPO CYHYIT MMPYTHK B KYCT, TUTIOXHYJICS HA CKAMEWKY, ¥ TIepe]l HAMU
MOBUCIIU B BO3yXe TPU CTaKaHA C JKENTON KUJKOCTHIO.

— Ileiite ckopee! IToka He 3ameTHn.

MHe ynanoch IpUKpeITh AHACTACHIO, TIOKA OHA BBITHPAJIa TJIATOYKOM CJIE3bI, @ 3A0/IHO OLIEHUTh
BKyC coka. Kucno-cnaskuii, ¢ JIETKMM IPUBKYCOM KOPHIIBbI, OCBexxaommui. .. Kak Tonpko s jponuia
— CTaKaH Mcue3 MpsIMO U3 JIaIoH! !

— BBl e TOBOPHJIH, UTO HENb3A. ..

— Ecnm oyeHp xoueTcss — TO MOXKHO! — pajIocTHO 3aBepui1 umrieparop. — M ecimm HUKTO He
BUJIUT. .. — JOOABIJI OH HIENOTOM U B3/I0XHYI: — Bo3Bpaiarbest mopa. CKOpo yKHH. . .

— A HOYBIO TYJISITh 1O CaJly MOKHO? — BCTaB CO CKaMEWKH, CIIpoCcuIa .

— Ham noka Hesp34, — oTBeThIa AHacTacus.

— Ho eciu ouenb xouercs. .. — pacemesuics Apocnas. — ToJIbKO HOUBIO 3/1€Ch CKy4HO. MHOrme
ckameliku 3aHsATHL. He moOeraenip. . .

3a yKMHOM AETKU NOAUTYTUIM Hao MHOU. C MOe TOUKM 3peHHUSl.

Amnacracus 4To-TO menHysa SIpocnaBy, ¥ TOT BAPYT 3asiBUT:

— INopmats Kare cryn! [ToBeneBaio eii cUIETh 32 HAIIIMM CTOJIOM M €CTh Te Xke OJTiofa, YTO U Mbl!

Becko Tak ckazan, mpukasHeIM TOHOM. UM Ty mosiBuiICcs IO JieByI0 pyKy oT umrepatopa. Ho
s1 BO3pasuia:

— He nonoxeHo. U pereHT OyneT HeIOBOJIEH.

— A s yka3 noanuity! — yabiOHysICs Apocias.

A AHacracus nonpocusia:

— Canucs, Karg. Tl ke He oOenana. ..

B o6mem-To BepHo. f make ycrena mogymarb O TOM, Kak MO3XKe PElIMTh 3Ty MpodiemMy, U
0c000 HUYETOo MyTHOro He mpuayMana. KpoMe mouckoB KyxXHH.

I'peuyneBas kama Obl1a BenukonenHa! Ha Bkyc Toxe, koHeuHo. Ho MHe Tokazanock, 4to Msica
B Hell ObUIO HUKAK He MEHbIIIe TIOJIOBUHBI,  HA BUJI M HE CKaXKelllb.

— XoTb ef1a HopMaJibHasl, a He OBCSTHKA C THIKBOW. .. — TpoOypuai cede noxa Hoc SApocias.

— OueHb BKYCHO, — IOATBEpAMIA £1.

— A BOT mouemy $ JIOJIKEH eCTh BUJIKOH, XOTsSI MHE YJOOHee JIOKKOM ?

— W mHe, — cka3ana AHacracus.

— Dt1uker? — cripocuia s.

— Ha... — B3noxnyn Spocnas.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B 3aJ1 BOLIEI MTOBAP:

— Moii umneparop! Benvikas kHspkHa!

W mHe KMBHYTb He 3a0bLII.
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— Bce s B nopsiake?

— B BoIciieit mepe! — kuBHYIN SApocnas. — Mel 61aronapum Bac!

IToBap meBenbHYN ycamMu, M1 MHE TIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO Jake MOKPACHE.

— Ouenb paj, Ballle BeJIU4YeCTBO!

[ToToMm niepeBén B3I HA MEHS U HAXMYPUJICSL:

— A Bam yxuH OyJeT moJaH B KOMHATy.

Xorena s cka3arh, YTO YKe [0eJ1a, HO BOo3/iepXkasiack. TONbKO yKa3asa BUJIKOM Ha CBOIO NIOYTH
MYCTYIO TApEJIKY U YJIBIOHYJIACh. A OH KUBHYJI BEJIMYABO, CJIOBHO U3BMHEHUSI IPUHSLT. TOJBKO 51 U3BU-
HATHhCS U He coOupanachk! Panblie-To nerei 4€pT-Te ueM KopMu!

IMocne yxuHa fApocnaB mpeayoxuI nmourparb ¢ kKoraitamu. Ho B jmiie ero ObUI0 4TO-TO 371a-
koe... [loromy s u cipocuna:

— A yeMm BbI JOIKHBI ceiuac 3aHUMaTbcs?

— Hy... — onevanmuics ummneparop. — [TucbkmeHHbIe paboThl. MHE — yKa3bl UCATh. ..

— A MHe — IMCbMO TOZIpYTe, — C TOM K€ MeYasblo B rojloce cka3aia AHacTacus.

— INorom cnath? — yTOYHMIA 5.

U o6a kuBHYIH.

— 3Hauur, Tak. Ceilyac 3aHMMaeTeCh MMCbMEHHBIMU 33JaHUSIMU, 4 TIOTOM, NI€Pe]] CHOM, 51 pac-
CKa)Xy BaM CKa3Ky.

— C tBOero Jlucra?! — Bocxuruics Apocias.

S moaTBepAMIIa KMBKOM €ro JOraJKy, U JeTH HEMHOTUM OoJiee Jaca YIOpHO YTO-TO MHCAIIH.
A MHe 0CTaJIOCh TOJILKO CMOTPETh B TEMHBIE OKHA U pa3roBapuBaTh co ciayramu. Ckopee — CIyIiaTh.
O ToM, KakuM IMPEeKpacHbIM CTaj alleTUT y UMIeparopa, Kak BeCejo CMeloTCs Terephb JETU U UTO
HUKTO €IlE He CMeJl KPUTHKOBaTh MoBapa. B 11e710M 51 TosbKO citymiana mEnoT ciayr U KMBada.

Emé. .. MoxHo ckazarb, CIIy4aiiHO, TPOXO/sl 3a CIIMHOW AHACTacuu, s MPoYJjia HECKOJILKO CJIOB
e€ nuchMa. .. [la yxx! OHa sSIBHO BUjiena CBOETo (ppaHIly3UKa 32 3aHATHUSMU HE TOJILKO MOIeysiMu !

A 1otoMy A pemmia crupocuTsb Spocnasa:

— A K10 Bamm paboThl TPOBEPsIET?

W ouenb ynuBuMiach, ycblilaB:

— HukTo. AcbKka CBOM B KAMHMHE CKUTAET, a 1 UHOTAA CJIyram J1apio.

— 3auem?

— HMHoraa s mumny ykassl O IPUCBOGHUM KOMY-HUOYIb 3BaHUsI reHepasia uind tutyna. Ho s
HUKOIJa UX He noanuceiBao. A ciayram Hpasurcs. .. Karsa! Ckopo cnate JIokUThCA !

— Xopouo, — KUBHYJIA 1.

— A ckazky?!

B ronoce ummneparopa 4uTaarch He TONBKO BO3MYILIEHHE U 00U, HO U JIETKasl TUIAKCUBOCTb.

— 51 Benmp obemmana? ['oToBbTECH KO CHY, HaJIeBaliTe Mkambl U uanTe cioa! B aTux kpecnax
BaM OyzieT yI0OHO CITyINATh. ..

Nx kak BerpoM cayiso! A MUHYT 4epe3 MsATh OHM BEPHYJIMCh. XOpOIIo XOTh y SIpocnaBa c
MKaMOU He OIMMOJIach — TEMHO-3eJIEHOU, TPOCTOPHOM, TTOJTHOCTBIO CKPBIBIIIEH XYICHbKYIO MaJTbuM-
meyubio purypky. Anacracus Obiia oOaueHa B KPy:KEBHYIO COPOYKY [0 TIOJIa M TAKOH K€ AJTMHHBIH
IIETKOBBIN XaJIaTUK. 3a0paBIIMCh C HOTaMH B Kpeciia, OHU YCTaBUJIMCh HA MEHSL. A s 4TO?..

— B manékoit yacT HeBeIOMOM CTPaHbl KUIM-ObLTA B MAJICHBKOM JOMHKE JIEBOYKA U €€ Mama.
N Bce 3Basmm neBouky Kpachas Ilanouxka. ..

3a 4To s OO0 HAPOAHBIE CKAa3KH, TaK 3TO 3a TO, YTO OHU IMO3BOJISIOT JIIOOYI0 MHTEpIpeTa-
mmio. [lake camyio nukyio. He cniopio — npokosnonace! PereHT xke mpemynpeskian, yToObl Mamy He
noMHuHaNMA. .. Tak 1 ruieBarth Ha Hero. JleTr — He poOOTHI!

Ha moppoGHOCTSIX omucaHus Jieca, MOrogsl ¥ TPOMMHKY, MOIIEHHON KEITBIM KHPITUYOM, S
He KoHoMWIA. Hy U B KOHIIE, KOrJja OXOTHUKY NIPUKYUYIIIN «OepeMeHHOro» 6adymkoi n KpacHoi
[IManoukoii Bosika, BHEC/Ia KOPPEKTUBBI:
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— ...HacraBuiam OXOTHUKY Ha pa3/LyBIIIErocsi BOJIKa CBOE OpYKHe, a TOTOM BbI3BAJIH JIBYX OIbIT-
HBIX Jiekaped. U nekapu caenany BOJKy ornepanuio, Berramumm 6adymky u Kpacayo [amouky, namm
UM 3eJIbsl U CTIAC/IH HX. ..

CO0Ky K HaM MOJOIIEN CIIyra M HECMeJIo CKas3al:

— Moii umneparop. .. Ilopa...

SIpocnaB oTMaxHyIIcs, a s HallUIa HY)KHBIM KMBHYTh:

— Opana MuHyTa.

Ho Ha Bcskuit cityyail mokasasia /iBa naJjblia.

—V Bac Ha Jlucte oueHb OOJbINME BOJKK! — MOKavyasl TojioBoi umneparop. — OH ymep?

— Her, Apocnas. Ero Toxe cnaciau jekapu, HO IOTOM JIEpP:Kajiv B KJIETKe 300mnapka. M Bojk 3a
OfIHYy KOTJIeTy u30o0paxai 6adymky. Eciam emy, KOHEUHO, 1aBajiid OUKH.

— A y MaMBbl IeBOYKH ObLT MyXK4KMHA? — CIpocuia AHACTacHsl.

— He 3Hamo. B cka3ke 00 3TomM HUYero He Obi10. Ho OyaeM HagesThesl, YTO OHA BCTPETUT XOPO-
IIero 4yejoBeka. A Tereps... BOT 1 cka3ouke KOHell, a KTO CIIyIIal — JOJIKeH CraTh!

Nmnepatop u Benukas KHsDKHA CIIPBITHYJIM ¢ Kpecea M OpOCHIIHCH 0 CBOMM criayibHsIM. Ho
TMIpPesk/ie YeM CKPHIThCS 3a IBePSIMHU, TTIOBEPHYJIMCh M B YHUCOH IPOK pUYAITH:

— 3aBTpa ele paccKaxerb!

[NepernsHyauch, 3aCMEsTICh U 3aXJIOMHYIIU TBEPH.

IlepernaapiBanuch U yIMBIEHHBIE CIIYTH.

— Hagmo xe...

— Hukakux HanmoMuHaHUM. . .

— W BCE camu...

Jlo MOMX anmapTaMeHTOB MeHsI MPOBOXaa CIykaHKa-OonTymka. ClioBa JIMIIUCh U3 He€ Herpe-
PBIBHBIM TIOTOKOM, M MHE JIa)Ke MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHM HUKAK HE CBSI3aHbI MEX/1y COOOM M MaJio YTo
o3HayaoT. Ho Koe-4to U3 €€ CTpEKOTa A CMOIVIa U3BJIEUb: YKUH KO MHE YK€ JOCTABUJIM, 3aBTpa
JOJKHA HAJIETh CBEKee IJ1aThe, HapyKHYIO IBEpPb 3aKPbIBATh HE CIIE/IyEeT, a Ha IBEPU CHAJIbHU UMe-
ercs 3acoB. Yrto x! Mesnoub, HO npusiTHas !

Tenexka ¢ yKMHOM M BIpaB/y yKe oKa3ajaach B OOJBIION MycTol KoMHare. §1 moGnaromapuiia
CITy’XaHKy H... KoHeuHo ke, 3aKaTuiia CBOM yKHH B criajibHIO! B orpoMHOM 6abHOM 3ajie ¥ B TOpIio
Hudero He noneseT! Jla u ecTb, Kak Ha ¢ypliiere, CTos. . .

[lepBbIM J€710M 51 33/1BUHY/Ia MACCUBHBIN 3aCOB IBEPH, Pa3/IeNach U yCeslach Ha KpOBaTh. BbITs-
Hysa Hord. He To 4toObI cMepTtenbHO yctana... [ocie Tpéx moapsi JeTCKUX MPa3gTHUKOB B 9TOM
IUIaHe Jieno Kynaa Xyxe odcront! Ho BOT Mo BIieUaTieHUsSIM CErOAHSIIHUN JIeHb — HEOCTIOPUMBIN
mep!

[Totom 51 mocTana u3 cymku teneoH u yoeaunach, 9to cetu HeT. HoyT Toxke He Hamén K yemy
nogxJiounThes. HerpusrHo. ..

[Tocne gyma permsia mocMOTPETh, UTO 3/1€Ch OAAIOT Ha Y:kuH. [ToBap, mocse Moero 3amMevyaHus
0 MsACE, ABHO PEHINJI, YTO A OTIIETasd XUIIHHUIA — TPpHU COPTa TOHKUMM JIOMTUKAMM. Ho BE€b U CbIP
umesn mecto ObiTh! U cok.

C ynoBOJbCTBHEM NIEPEKYCUB TEM, UTO NOBAp MOCal, 51 pelnia jeus crnarb. He noromy, uyto
ObLIIO OUEHb TMO3AHO — TeJepOH YTBEPXKIal, YTO U JECATHU HET, — MPOCTO 3aBTpa HOBBIM paboumii
JOEHb. ..

MyXcKylo pyOariky, B KOTOpoi OOBIYHO criajia, s B3siTh 3a0blia. Hamuia B KoMozie JUTMHHYIO
HOYHYILIKY, HaZiejIa — BIIOJIHE IPHUEMIIEMO. XOT4 Takue XJIaMU bl BEYHO JXWJIU OTACJIBHO OT MEHSA U K
yTPY KMBOITMCHO HaMaThIBAIMCh Ha Tesio. Ho BApyr 31ech noBe3er?
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A BOT ycHYTb cpa3y He cmoria. Y BuHOBaTta Oblla He HOuHas pydamka. OHa-To Bena ceds
BIIOJIHE MPUJIMYHO. A BOT roJioBa... JIe3num Kakue-To KapeThl ¢ TaOlIMYKaMH, CTaKaHbl C COKOM B
BO3J/IyXe, YUUTENIb B YajMe... M CIOBHO CTepkeHb JETCKOW WUIPYIIKHU-TIMPaMU/Ibl, HA KOTOPBIA BCe
9TU BUCHMS HAHU3BIBAIUCH, MBIC/Ib: KaK 51 MOIJIa COIJIACHTHLCS Ha Takylo paboty u€pt 3HaeT rae?!
[IpaBna, ¢ neTbmu. ..

Sl BcTana ¢ KpoBaTH M PelIuTebHO OTIPABIIIACH K OKHY. Pyuka moBepHyaach JIETKO, ¥ CTOJb
e JIETKO PACHaxHYJIUCh CTBOPKHU. .. ITofHasA JiyHa ¢ IPUBBIYHBIM «JIMLIOM» OCBELIAJIa JePEBbs caaa
CJIOBHO MPOXEKTOP. A TeHH HEITPOHUIIAEMO TITyOOKHE, IOUTH YEPHBIE. . .

4l marnyna Ha GaJKOH, CTapasch He MPHUKACAThCsS K MepuiaM, — BAPYT BHU3 yeny? — U HOYb
oxwmna. CripaBa BHU3Y KTO-TO XMXMKaJI, TIe-TO JaJIeKO, B ITyOMHE cajia, OXOXKe, YATATH CTHXH, a
cJieBa )KEHCKUI T0JI0C THXO0, HO OTYETIMBO U 6€3 BCSAKOTO MpoTecTa O0pMOTA:

— ...Hy uro BBl co MHO# nenaete?.. [Ipekparute. .. 1 Goibie yxe He MOTY. ..

HouHas xusHb...

[psiMo mepeo MHOM B BO3AyX€ BO3HUKJIO CTPAHHOE TYMAHHOE MSATHO, YIUIOTHUJIOCH U TYT Ke
YIUTBLIO B CTOPOHY. 3510K0 MepeI€pHYB IIeUaMH, s OTCTYIHIA B KOMHATY, 3ariepiia OKHO 1 3aIEpHYJIa
mropbl. OKas3bIBaeTCsA, TYT U MPUKJIIOYEHHS MOKHO obpecTtu! A 3aueM oHU MHe?!

Jlerna Ha KpoBaTh 1 MTHOBEHHO YCHYJIA.

W npuimén craBmmi yxe NpuBbIYHBIM COH.

Ones1o MeUIeHHO CIOI3TI0 BOOK, HOYHAas pyOalllka 1cuessna, a ocTesIb IpOrHyJjach o Mpu-
JETIIAM PAJOM MYXKUYMHOW. YMBUTEIbHO HEKHBIE MAJIbIBl KOCHYJIMCh MOETO JIUIA, HETOPOIUIMBO
CITyCTHJIUCh Ha IIIel0, TIOTOM Ha Tpydb... S OnakeHHO B3AOXHYJA, pacciabuiack, MOHUMAsl, YTO U
TIOJIOBMHBI HE 3HAI0 O COOCTBEHHOM TeJie. A BOT HE3HAKOMell YBEPEHHO HaXOAW BCE HOBbIE 1 HOBBIE
TOYKH, 3aCTaBJISAsI MEHsI IIOCTAHBIBATH OT CJIAJIKOTO YIOBOJILCTBHSA. Y He TbITasicst JOOUTHCS IJIABHOTO
— TOJNBKO Jiackal. K manbpiiam mpucoeaMHIIMCh TYOB, U 51 caMa ke xotesna Oobiero. Ho Tak u He
JOKAATACK. .. A OH He JI0/1aJICs OTBETHBIX JIACK — [TIOTOMY YTO MOE HaC/laXJIEHUE CMEIIMBAIOCh CO
CJ1a0bIM, HO OTYETIIMBBIM CTPAXOM.

Paccmotpertsb ero smno, cHOBa 3aTSIHyTOE cepoll IbIMKOM, He ynanock. Ho 3ato ceromns ne
OBLJIO TOJIOCA, TTPU3BIBAIOIIETO YOUTD. . .
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I'naBa 5

Pa3Oynun MeHst epe3BOH KOJIOKOMBYMKOB. HexxHbIN 1 niepenuBuarhiid. $1 ciagko nmoTsHyach,
C TPY/IOM paszJjienua IJla3a U MOHsIa, YTO MPOCHYIAch He toma. U 6e3 BCsAKON MaHUKH — KaK-TO cpas3y
TMOHsJIA, TAE A U 3a4EM.

U 10 6BLTO Jerko. JloMa KpoBaTh y MEHsI COBCEM He MaJleHbKasi, HO HUKAKoro OasaxuHa.
Jla u 371emHee crnajabHOE MECTO U3 TeX, KOTOPBIE MO IKOJIbHASA TOpYyra XapakTepru30Bajla BECbMa
BUTHEBATO: «Bbl KO MHe npunum BABoéM? Tak 30BUTE TpeThEro!»

BoT TyT-TO MEHs1 1 BRIOPOCHIIO M3 KpPOBAaTH — 51 K Ha padote! A KOJOKOJIbYMKY — OyIMIIBHUK !

OtozBUHYA 3aCOB HA JIBEPH CIIAJIbHU, BBHIIVISIHY/IA M YOEIUIach B CBOEH MpaBoTe: B KOMHATE
CTOsUJIa BUEPALIHAA CIIOBOOXOTIMBAs CIIyKaHKA U CTOJIMK Ha KOJIECaX.

— 3asrpak! Mmneparop u Bennkas KHsAXKHA IPOCHYTCA Yepe3 ABAALaTh MAHYT!

MHe Obl 1 BUEpalIHero YKMHA 3a I71a3a XBaTHJIO, HO HajI0 Ji1 oOmkarth nosapa? Jla u octanb-
HbIX. [ToaToMy s 3akaTmia K cede CTONMK, CXBAaTHJIA C TApeJIKM YTO-TO MOXOXKee Ha IKJep, CyHysa
B POT M yOenuiach, 4To 3TO 04eHb BKycHO! ClielyIolMu CTaiu cpa3y TpU KYCOUKa ChIpa, a s yKe
cofpaiia ¢ ceOsi HOUHYIIKY M TIOMYaJIach B CaHy3eJl. A MOTOM XBarajla ¢ 0OOMX CTOJMKOB BCE IMOJI-
psiI, OTHOBPEMEHHO OJIeBasiCh, — B XKeyJKEe TEMHO, M OH BpsiJ JIM OOUAUTCS Ha MOPSIOK, B KOTOPOM
NaJIaeT efia.

[Inatee s B3ssa HOBOE, a BOT Ty(Iu ocTaBWia IpexHue. Buepa, Ha yauBIIeHHE, OHA MHE HE
COMJIM HOTH, M PUCKOBATh 51 HE COOMPANach.

MuHyT 4epe3 NATh, ¢ HEKOTOPBIM TPYIOM IPOIVIOTUB JIOMTHK KOITYEHOrO MsCa, HaMOTaBLIE-
rocs Ha ChIp, £ BbllLIA U3 criayibHU. CiTy’kaHKa MOETO NOSABJIEHUS HE 0KUAAJIa — MEUYTATEIbHO CMOT-
peJia B OKHO Y B3JpOTHYJIa OT HEOKHUJAHHOCTH.

— beictpo... { nymana, yto onosgaem. ..

He onozgamu. EmE n xpate npumuiock, korga fpocnaB u AHacTacus BBILUIM K YK€ HaKpbl-
ToMy ctoiy. HemHOro XmMypsie, HO cpa3y y/IbIOHYBIIMECS, KOTa YBUIEIA MEHs. A s Halllla HYKHBIM
YJIBIOHYThCS B OTBET.

— YMbITHIE, IpUYECaHHbIE, KpacuBble! — M1 monHTepecoBasiack: — 3apsaaKy aetanm?

JIvwt cityr 51 He Buziena, HO IETU OYEHb YIUBUIIUCE!

— Kak 310?! — OTHOBpEMEHHO CIPOCHUJIN OHHU.

V NBOMHSAIIEK TaKoe YacTo ObIBaeT.

— Ouens npocro!

Bcrana HanpoTHB U 3asgBUIIa TOJI0COM PaAUOIUKTOPA!

— Haunnaem yrpeHHio0 3apsaaky! Vkopouennywo! Horu Ha mmpuHy Iuiey, pykd B CTOPOHBI!
Teneps — Briepén! «HoxHULIBD» !

Wm ouens nonpasuiiocs! Ho ropasno cuiibHee CMEATHCSA OHM Hadally Ha CJIELYIOIEM YIIpaxK-
HEHUU:

— Pyku B croponsl! Mamem Beepx-BHu3! Ilonerenu-nonerenu!

IIpaBpa, mpuunHy MX cMexa A MOHsIA NO3XKe, Korna AHAacTacus BO BPEMs IPOTYJIKU I10 Cagy
MOBTOPMJIA 9TO YIIPAXKHEHUE U OTOpBAJIACh OT 3EMIIU. . .

Cryn 11 MEeH CTOsUT y CTOJA, U S pPelliijia He HapyllaTh IpUKa3 umneparopa. TolpKko noxaa-
JIach, KOTZa IETH CEJIU, U Cpa3y Npeaynpeana:

— 4 yxe 3aBTpakaina.

— A Kax e mpoBepKa OJTio]] Ha 5171kl ? — C HAITyCKHOM CePhE3HOCTBIO M ICKOPKaMU CMeXa B I71a3axX
HouHTepecoBaiics Spocinas.

— Jlymaro, 4To B 3TOM IIJIAHE MBI MOXEM IOJIHOCTBIO JOBEPATH MOBAPY, — CTOJIb KE CEPHEZHO
OTBETWJIA 1. — A BOT COK, MOyl IIPOBEPIO.

Eme 6b1! B kesyqoK 51 9ero ToipKo He HaKKUaja, a BOT 3alUTh BCE 3TO 3a0bLIa.
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[Tocne 3aBTpaka MHE B rOJIOBY MPHIIUIO CIIPOCUTh, KaKME CErofiHs HameualoTcs 3aHsaATus. K
MOEMY YAMBJICHUIO, UMIIEPATOp C HECKPhIBAEMOM PaJOCThIO CKa3al:

— Hukakux!

A Benvkast KHsKHA Ja)ke XJIOMHYJA B JIAAOUIN:

— MBpl celiuac noejieM Ha MporyJiky!

— Bynem karatbcs Ha jomaasx! — nogreepauni Apocnas. — U vl ¢ Hamu!

BeposiTHO, Ha MOEM JinTie 0COOO0 pajIoCTH He OTPA3UIIOCh, IOTOMY YTO AHACTacHs CKasasa:

— He ©6oiics, Kars! Mbt e6s1 Hayunm! 1 nomany nodpoie!

A BOT 310 1 y)e cipimana! U o nodpore, u o mpocrote! U ynusnenue Ha aunax nomuio. [ocne
TOTO KaK «CMHUpHasl JIOIIaJb» CKMHY/IA MEHS Ha 3€JIEHYI0 TPaBKy. A s Bellb JaXe HOTH B CTPEMEHa
CYHYTb He ycrena M 3a y3aeuky B3stbcsi! Her yx! XBartutr mue takux nonero! Tpu nHs ¢ Tpyaom
cauach. ..

— A TBI MOXEIIIb ¥ HE KaTaTbCsl, — PELIWII YCIIOKOUTh MeHs Spocnas. — [Ipocto nocuauiis u
nocMoTpuiiib. Tam ckameliku ynoOHble! A 10 Moy Ha KapeTe rnoeaem!

Yrosopuiy, B o0mmemM. Ho MHe TIoKa3anoch, 9To pereHT OCTaJICs HeJIOBOJIeH, KOTja Mbl BTPOEM
B Kapery cenu. OH Ha CBOEH JIOIIaIu TO U JeJI0 MUMO OKOH MPOE3:KaJl, 3arIsAbIBall U XMypUJIcs. A
MHE-TO 4TO JI0 ero Ijioxoro HactpoeHus?! He s cebst B cepeHy MSTKOro JAMBaHuMKa ycaauna! U
B TOM, 4TO UMIepaTop 1 Benukas KHsSKHA B MOM PyKHU BLIENIWIKCH, He MOsl BUHa! MoskeT, UM Tak
yoOHee O TOCTONPUMEUATENTbHOCTSX PaCCKa3bIBATh?

Exanu, kcraty, He 04eHb A0Mro. [71e-To KMJIOMEeTPOB AecsTh, U OOJbIIE YacThio 1o Jiecy. Kpa-
cuBo! Moryuue 1yObl, BBICOKHE COCHBI, TIOJISIHKM B 1BeTax... Ho MeHs 3aHMMasio COBceM Ipyroe.

— A pereHr... OH mar?

— Eme kakoi! — orkimknyscs SIpocinas.

— OueHsb cunbHbIN! — oATBEpAMIIa AHACTACHS. — A YTO Thl XOUelllb?

— X04y IO3BOHUTH POIUTEINAM. A CETh 3/1€Ch HE JIOBUT.

— JInHb-11HB? — OYEHb CepbE3HO cripocuiia AHactacus. — Konokonpunkom?

— Her, — yneionynacs s1. — Yepes tenedoH. .. CBsA3aTbesl M CKa3aTh, 4TOO He OECIIOKOMITHUCK. ..

SIpocnaB TyT ke BBICYHYJI TOJIOBY B OKHO KAapeThl ¥ 3aKpHYa:

— Hsansa Erop!

PereHT BO3HUK psIIOM C KapeToil MTHOBEHHO, CJIOBHO 3/1€Ch 1 ObL!

— Yro xenaet Mot umreparop?!

— Hsanst Erop! Hamo caenate Tak, utoObl Karts moroBopuiia co cBouMy Mamoy U maroi! A To
oHM OecriokosiTcst!

— Koneuno, moii umnieparop! Bcé cuenaio, kak Bbl ckazaiu!

— Cnacu6o, nsans Erop! — SIpociaB nmoBepHyJics ko MHe U yibiOHy/cs: — OH Bc€ crnenaer, Kats!
OH o0s13aTebHbIN !

41 noBepuia. BOT TONBKO B3MJIsA pereHTa u3-3a Iieua uMmeparopa ooerai caeaarh SToT mpo-
LIECC BECbMa MYUUTEJIbHBIM. . .

JIumb MOKMHYB KapeTy, s CMOIJIa OLEHUTh YMCJIO COMPOBOXIABIIMX BEHIIEHOCHBIX 0CO0 Ha
MIPOTYJIKE: OOJBIIE IeCSITKA KapeT ¥ KaBaJlbKa/la BEPXOBbIX 10 MOBOPOTA U Aajbiie. UTo xe a0 mosns,
0 KOTOPOM TFOBOPUJIM JIETH BO BPEMsI IOE3IKU, TAK OHO OBUIO OrpOMHO. MOXeT ObITh, IBECTH METPOB
B IIUPUHY, & MOXET, 1 Oosbiie. [IprMepHO B cepenrHe pacnonaraiach nojioca NpensTCTBUN U3 POB-
HEHBKUX 3€JIEHBIX KyueK pa3HOW BHICOTHL. Buammo, scteTnuecku odmaropoxeHHoe ceHo... Ho mpo
MIPENATCTBUS 51 MTOHsUIA TIO3kKe, KOTrla KaBajiepbl IPUHSIACH IEMOHCTPUPOBATh JaMaM CBOIO IPBITh.
TouHee — crtocoOHOCTH CBOMX Jiomaael. Kak-To comHeBaoch, YTOOB HA€3THUKH B OMMHOYECTBE TaK
npbiraam!

CnpaBa, coBCeM psi/IOM, BO3BHIIIAJIOCh YTO-TO MOXOXee Ha TPEXBAPYCHYIO TPUOYHY, Kyaa U
OTIPAaBUJIMCh PA30JEThIE B LIEJIKA AaMbl ¢ 30HTUKaMU. C IECATOK JaM-aMa30HOK HETOPOIUIMBO eXallu
BEPXOM 10 TIEPUMETPY MOJIs, Pa3OMBIIKCH HAa TPYIINKH, U O YEM-TO OeceqoBaIH.
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41 BrIOpaa MpPOCTEHbKYIO CKaMblo B TeHH AepeBa. Ho ycTponsachk Ha HEll JMIIb MOCTe TOro,
Kak fApocnaB 1 AHacracusi yCEJIMCh Ha MOJABEIEHHBIX KOHIOXaMM OCEIIAHHBIX MOHU. W 310 MeHs
YCOKOWJIO. $I-TO mpeAcTaBsia AeTeid Ha OrPOMHBIX CTPALIHBIX JIOMIA X !

A Korjga MmoHM Havyajau XOIUTh MO KPYry Ha JUIMHHOW BEPEBKE, s MEPEKJI0unIa BHUMaHUe Ha
T0JIOCY TIPETSITCTBUI. YCIeXy BCAAHUKOB TPOMKO U paJOCTHO KOMMEHTHPOBAJIM IaMbl Ha TpUOyHe,
a MHE 3TO 3peJuIle cpa3zy HacKyumio. XoTs... OQuH Hae3THHUK BbUIETEN U3 Cellla U YBA3 B KOIHE,
YTO JIUIIb YOEAWIIO MEHS B MPABMIIBHOCTH OTHOIIEHUSI K STHM OOJBIITMM M XUTPHIM SKUBOTHBIM.

B obmiem, 3a fIpocnaBom um AHacracueill HaOmomaTh ObUIO HamHOTO MHTepecHeil. Ho... S
B3/IPOTHYJIA, KOTJIA 32 CIMHOM pa3/iajics Mpe3pUTeIbHbIN rojoc:

— 51 roBOpuMII, UTO HEKOTOPBIE CJIOBA YIIOMUHATH IIPY UMITEpaTope He ciieayer!

Kak kot moakpascs, rag! Ho Ha mo00ro XuTpoyMHOTroO KOTa €CTh Tarka)!

— He npurnomH1o0, 4TOOB YIIOMHHAJIOCH CJIOBO «POAUTENH», — MAPUPOBAA s.

Perent momnozen! 1 He 0 TOM, YTO MPU3HAJ CBOIO HEMPABOTY WM MOPAKEHUE, — TEMY JIOBKO
CMEHUIIL:

— ¥V meHs ecTb puKa3 umreparopal

A s npomonyaia. Jla u uto ckazare-10? [lay3y TsaHyTh Hago! Ho 1 ¢ 3TMM He 04eHb BBIILIO. ..

Bokpyr noBuc HenmpoHuaemblii TymaH. MosiouHo-0estasi CTeHa MeTpax B MojyTopa. .. S Bcrana
Y OIJIsHYNach. PereHT — 310 MoHsATHO, HO JiepeBa c3aau He Obito! U naBouku Toke. .. Kommap!

— CBs3bIBaiiTECH, — MPOLIEANI PETEHT, IJIsAA Ha YTO-TO OUYeHb MHTEPECHOE CKBO3b TYMaH.

— Kak?! — Bo3myTtunacs s1. — jist atoro tenedoH HyxeH!

— Ha 4ro nmoxox? — 6e3 nHTepeca CpOCHII PEreHT.

Bor kak oTBeTHTh Ha NeOMIBHBIN Borpoc?! f mocrapanach ObITh TOYHOW M CHUCXOJUTETHHOM:

— KopoGouka miockasi, ¢ OIHOW CTOPOHBI YEPHOE CTEKJI0. Y MeHs B cyMke... — TenedoH
MOSIBUJICS] B MOEH pyKe, HO 1 10 MHEPLIMU 3aKoHYMIa ppasy: — JIeKur. ..

Cgoi1 cmaptoH y3Hawo Bcerga. [1o napanvse B 1€eBOM BEpXHEM yIily 9kpaHa... U s ensa He
3aJJOXHYJIaCh OT OCIICHCTBA:

— 310 )€ mMoit!..

— He Hago kpuvarh, — MOMOPIIIICS PETEHT. — DTO 3epKAJIbHOE CBSI3AaHHOE OTPaXEHUE Ballen
Bemmy. Eciy mogxoauT — cBA3bIBaTECh C KEM HYKHO. TOJBKO JIMIITHEr0 TOBOPUTD HE CIEYeT.

Mse He kpuyath?! A 4TO, €CM TOT KJI0O U MOUW Tpycuku nipumepwin?! M 94To oH Tam mpo
otpaxenus jonotan?! He Hacrosmmii cmaptdgon, uto su?! HeHaBuxky KOJIyHOB!

Bor kak mMononasi, cumnaTiyHasi KeHIIMHA B THEBE MOXeET TesedoH nposeputs? Bor u 4...
Hasxana mapy kHomok u coTkana perenta B mpoduiib! M Tonbko mocie 3Toro odparuia BHUMaHUe
Ha MHIIUKATOP CETH. ..

— Amo! Mama?! V mens Bcé xoporo! Kak Bel Tam?!

Poagurenu y MeHs He TO 4TOOBI cTpaHHbIe. .. HO co MHOI OHUM TOBOPSAT 110 Tenie(hOHY TOJIBKO Ha
IpOMKOM cBsi3M. Tak 4TO MHOrJAa Ha MX BOIPOCHI OTBEYATh HE YCIEBAIo.

— HopmasibHo, gouka! — orBetm otell. — Thi-TO Kyza noaeBajiach?! Mbl 3BoHWIN !

—Pabory xopomryio npeanoxmii Mae! Ho 3aeck. .. — f ornsinenach v 4y Th He JsinHyna: « Tyman
crutorHo ! » Yaepxkanack. — Cssu Het! Tak uTo 3BOHUTH peako Oymy. Pabora ormmunas! 'ysep-
HAHTKOM, MOKa UCTIbITaTeIbHbINM CpoK. [logoneunsie — ABOMHSIIKY, YMHBIE U O4YeHb MocyiiHbie! U
3arIaTuTh odemany npumyHo! He 6ecniokoritech !

— Jlyuinie ObI THI B IIKOJTY YCTpOMJIAch! — moceToBasia Mama. — A padoroaarenb KTo? [puminy-
HBINA?

He 3nat0, 13 Kakux cooOpaxeHuii s epeciaia (poTKy pereHTa poAUTeNIsiM, HO TYT JKe ToKasiea
00 3TOM.

— BuaHblil MyK4uuHa. .. — OLEHWIa Mama. — ITO UX oTel]?

— Her.

— Kenar? — cripocu nama.
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— Otkyna MHe 3Hath?! MOXeT, OH U3 TUX. .. EBPOLIEHHOCTEM !

Orery pa304apoBaHHO KPSKHYJI, U MaMa, KaXeTcsl, pacCTPOUIIACH:

— Kak He 1oBe3JI0 YesIOBeKy. ..

— He natie sto neno! 3apruiaty gagyT, s Bam nepenuno geHer! M no3BoHUTS emié nocrapaiocs!
IToka!

41 mepecputaia Marrke CBOW CeKpeTHbIN CITMCOK 3aKa30B, KOTAA PEreHT cKa3al:

— 3a0bu1 IpeaynpeanTb. .. S CibIiny He TONBKO TeOsl, HO ¥ TBOETro COOeCeJHUKA.

Bor tak Bot! Emi€ u nogcnymmBaer! U s chsa3Buiia Kak cMOTJIa:

— BeI BooOI1IE, pereHT, 3a0biBuUrBbI! MHOTOE 3a0biBacTe cka3arh! Marmka?! [Tpuser! [Tomyuna
crnucok?!

— Ha! Yro-To ThI ceronns meapas, Katbka! A y MeHs Kak pa3 Ba 3aKa3a COPBAJIUCH!

— Hy Bot Tebe xommiencanusi! Y MeHs paboTa Xopolasi HApucoBaJlach Ha Mapy MeCsIIeB. . .

Ha nuuie perenTa BO3HMKJIA KpUBasl YIbIOOYKA, TIOXOXKE, OTHOCAIIASACS K MOEMY ONTHUMHU3MY.

— A Moxert, u OoJbirie! — YibpIOKka pereHra nepekocuiIach U CTEPIach, a y MeHs YIydIlnuiIoch
HacTpoeHue. — Tak uro Tpyauch Ha Omaro! Jla! Tperuit 3aka3 BeuepkHU. [IeTH TaM KOHTaKTHbBIE, HO
x03s11H K03¢€n! HopoBuT omynars. . .

—3ro0 Kapncona?! — paccmesiiack Marka. — Ila ¢ Monm ynoBosibCcTBUEeM ! S1 MOMYIITKY MOKAYAI0
CUIbHEe, U IyCKaill pe3uHOU Hacnaxaercs!

— Cama cmotpu! K Moum 3a0eru u ITyK nsith-aecath nogopocsk! Y TOpTUK, ¥ IPYJMHKH KOTI-
yénoin! S morom otgam!

— I'pynunkoii nonr Bo3bMy! U Toptikamu! — XoxoTHysa oHa. — Be€ cnenato, He napbcsi! A Tol
XOTh HOPMAJIbHO YCTPOMIach?!

— HopmanbHo! B mokonane naxe! IToka!

— Iloka!

Perent cMotpen B TymaH, s Ha HEro, U Tak MPOAOIKAIOCH, TIOKA MHE HE HA/I0€J10.

— Bcé, — HerpasbHO ckazana 5. VI nodasuna: — Criacuoo.

— Bce?

MHe noka3ajioch, 4YTO OH YAUBHUJICS.

— A co cBOMM KaBajiepoM IIOT'OBOPUTH HE XOYelllb?

C xem?! 3BAKHYTb MOCJAETHEMY M U3BUHUTBCS? 3a TO, YTO OH MOW TOHOpap y CHOPTUBHOIO
Oykmekepa cryctuin?! A Ha MOE BO3MyIIIeHHe OCKOPONIEHHO cKa3am: «Jlo dero x 1ol kamHas! { 4ro,
BMHOBAT, YTO OHU MPOUTpasu, KpusoHorue?!» Hy, 51 ero u BeIKMHY/A ¢ Bemami... Tem Oomee 4To B
MIOCTEJNIN OH OBbLT Jake XysKe epBoro! A yx 10 KaBajepa emy. ..

—TIp-dp-Pp! — BozmymEnHO ppipkHyna 51. — Ecrin MHe 3axoueTcsi HoOoaTaTh HA UHTUMHbIE TEMBI
BTPOEM, TO 00S13aTEJILHO BaM CKaxy!

SroT npoxsBocT KuBHYJ! U TymaH ucues. ..

Lk S

Ha oGpaTtHOM myTH BO ABOpeIl JeTH ObLIM PaJOCTHO BO30OYKAEHBI — IMOCTIe KaTaHHUs TI0 KPYyTy
OHHU Ha CBOUX IIOHU CMOIJIU IIOE3JUTHh BJOJIb HHHHHOfI JICHTHI, HaT}IHYTOﬁ BIOJIb Kpad IOJIA.

— Mens 3opbKa cpasy y3Hasa! — BocTop:keHHO cooOmmmn Apocinas. — U ciymanack, 9yTh OBOJ
TPOHEUIb!

— A mos Crpernka uziet poBHee! — néprast MeHs 3a pyKy, yoexgaia AHacracusi. — M oHa xopo-
mas!

— Bepwo! — ynbiOHyNack . — Y Bac caMmble KpacuBble M XOpOINKMe Jiomaau! A Bbl yracTh He
OosHCH?

— la pa3Be ¢ HUX ynaJ€nib. .. — noMmpauHen Apocnas. — Iaas Erop Ha cénuia 3aKkJIsSTHS HATOKUIT
— KaK B KOp3UHE eJiellb. ..
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— dansa Erop... — noBropuiaa AHacTacusi W, CJIOBHO YTO-TO BCIIOMHWJIA, KPUKHYJIAa B OKHO
kapetsl: — [Is1s Erop!

Moxet ObiTh, perentoB qBoe? Wmm Tpoe? Xorsi Obl MOTOMY, YTO HEBO3MOXKHO 3a JIBE-TpH
CEeKYH/Ibl HATHATh KapeTy — JIOUIaJb HE CMOXKET!

— Yro xenaet Benukas kHsxHA?!

— Y Karu nocne ypoka BuaeHus1, Kak y Hac korna-to! Tbl JoykeH el moMoyb!

— Kak noxenaer Benvkast kHsikHa! — PereHT moreBenw najibliaMy HaJl TPUBOM JIOIIAIu U
MPOTSIHYJI AHACTACUM TOHKHIA TPOBOJIOYHBIN OpacyieT ¢ Mpo3pavHbIMU NoBeckamMu: — [lomHuTE, MOSI
KHsDKHA?

— JIHéM HOCHUTb, Ha HOYb CHUMATh! — paccMmesuiach AHacTacusl. — A yepe3 [1Ba JIHs OHa €ro
BEpHET!

— BepHo! — Perenr ynbIOHYsICA 1 TYT ke HaxMypuuicsi: — Mo ummnepatop! Bai npuka3 BeIoi-
HeH!

— Xopotuo, asas Erop! — otkimkHysncs Spocnias, U pereHT BMECTe C JIOUIAbI0 YILIbUI Ha3a/l.

Amnacracus HaJiesia MHE Ha 3arisICTbe OpacieT v MOMpoCua:

— Tl otait ero asaae Eropy yepes nBa qHsA. OHU Kakye-TO HeHHbIe. TOIBKO 4ero B HEM Takoro
LIEHHOTO?..

— Tol moroBopuia ¢ nanoi U Mmamon? — cnpocuit Spocias.

— Ha. ¥ Hux BCE Xopouio.

— A Haum... — B310XHYJ fpocias.

51 oOHsAIa AeTeld U TUXO CIIPOCHJIA:

— A 4TO C HUMHU CITyUUJIOCH?

AHactacusi IIMBITHYJIA HOCOM, ¥ CJIOBHO TI0 CUTHAJTy €€ OpaT 3a4acTui:

— U Beap UTO CTpaHHO — €JMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, i€ JOpora K OBpary BbIXOJMT, KapeTa 3aroBo-
pEHHasi, a nepeBepHyJiach! BOKpyr oxpaHbl MOJIHO, @ HUKTO HUYEro CTpaHHOro He 3ameTwi1! Marus
cnabas v HEKya He Benét! Y kusrunio [llyBaioBy, Halry ABOIOPOAHYIO TETIO, yOoumm! A uMriepaTop-
ckuit Illut ymep 3a 1Ba Mecs1a 0 narbl 1 Mambl, HO, TOBOPST, OT CTapoCTH. .. EmmE s cipiman, uyto
IJIs1 BCETO 9TOTO Hy’KeH OYeHb CHJIbHBIN Mar. V1 oueHb Om3Ko.

[TousATHO, YTO 5 Kypa OTNETas ¢ OTBA3aHHBIM s13bIKOM ! Ho cama crimynuia — cama v ucripasiisti!
BoT TONBKO 4 HE 3HasA Kak...

— A Bbl IOMHUTE MaMy U marry?

Bcé ke mens cnenyet geuntsh! Ykonamu B crienvdudeckoit OonpHruKe! TIpHHITAIT, KOTOPBIH 5
n30pasia, MOXET, ¥ BEPHBII, HO HCIIOTHEHME ! ..

Jlet KMBHY/IH, U 51 00JIer4éHHO B3a0XHYMa. CpadoTano! A MOIIO U MHAYe BbUIE3TH !

— 41 3Ha10 1IeBOUKY, KOTOpasi HA pa3y He Bujena cBoux pogureneii! Tak yTo BaM XOTh B 3TOM
MOBE3J10. BBl X TOMHUTE.

— He mosxeT ObITh, — HEIOBEPUYHMBO MMOCMOTPEJT Ha MeHs Spocas.

— V Hac, K COXaJIEHUIO, MOXKET.

Tak! Tenepp, Kak yTBepKAaj ICHUXOJOI Ha 3aHATHUAX, HENb3s JaTh 3a(UKCUPOBAThCS HA
MeYaTbHBIX BOCTIOMUHAHUSIX, & TO MMOTOM HUKAKUM MPSHUKOM peOEHKa OTTyAa He BbIMaHMIb. Ho
MEHS OIATh 3aHECNIO HE B Ty CTElb!

— HMopoxau, Spocnas! Yto 3HauuT «chbimman»? Thl moacymvBaenis?!

On ycmexnyscs. Kpuo, HO yemexHyscsi! I AHactacusi foctasia 1jiaToyek, BbhITepia CJIE3bl U
HOC.

— Hy, a kak nnaue, Kara? Ham MHororo He roopsar. OGeperaior... A Tak cel rae-HuOyIb,
TEHBIO IPOUIENCS M0 ABOPILY, MOCAYIIAN. .. ACbKa TOXe yMmeeT. Bo JBOpIie TOBKO HECKOJIBKO KOMHAT
HenpoHuiaeMbl. 3ai 3aceganuid CoBera. ..

— U xabuner pereHra? — gorajganach si.

— Touno! — ogoOpuTebHO KUBHYI SIpocras.
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— Ceronus ectb 3aHATHA?

U onu cpazy 3arpycruiu.

— TaHIIbl, — IPE3pUTENTBLHO CKa3asl HaKoHell SIpocias.

— U cBetckas Gecena ¢ OabHBIMU yIIPAKHEHUSIMU, — B3IOXHY/1a AHacTtacusi. — Mbl cOerany,
Ho 157151 Erop Hac Bcerja Haxomui. . .
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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