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Ceprein JIykbsiHeHKO
Mauapuuk u ToMma

Moeii orcere Cone.

HU ckazan boez: oa 6yoem Caem.

U cman Ceem.

U yeuden boz ceem, umo ou xopout;

u omoeaun boz ceem om momol.
Knuza boimus

Yacrs nepsas
KpbLiaTbie

1. CoJtHeYHBIN KOTEHOK

Bce ciyunioch u3-3a Toro, 4To s 3a00el.

Bouto yxe ABa yaca JqHS, a 5 Jiexkasl B MOCTENM M JIMCTal CTO pa3 nepeuntaHHoro «llurtepa
[Tsna». Komnpecc, KOTOpbIil MaMa yTpOM MOBsI3aia MHE Ha IIel0, 51 IaBHO CHSUT U 3a0pOCHIT B YTOJ.
AOCOIOTHO HE MOHMMAI0 — YeM MOXKET IIOMOYb OT KalllIgd cModyeHHas Boakoi Bata? C maMoi 4,
KOHEYHO, He CIOPI0, HO MOCJIe €€ YX0/la HAUMHAIO JICUUThCS MI0-CBOEMY, TO €CThb JIeXKaTh C KHUKKOU U
XKJaTh, KOrjua O0JIe3HsIM HaI0eCT TAKOe CKYYHOE BpeMsIpoBoxkaeHUe. OOBIYHO IOMOTaeT — XOTb U He
cpazy, a JHs yepe3 J1Ba-Tpu. XOPOIIIO elle, YTO Ha YJIHIile OYeHb HEYIOTHO — TO HA MUHYTY BBITJISTHET
COJIHIIE, TO 3apsIAUT MEJIKUI POTUBHBIN JOK UK. [IpaBaa, B KOMHATY COMTHIIE HE 3ariisiIbIBAIO — TaK
Y& HEYJauHO CTOUT HAIll JIOM, YTO HOBEHbKHE NEBSATHITAKKU 3aKPBIBAIOT €r0 CO BceX CTOpoH. «B
TaKOW KBapTUPE TOJIKO I'PHOBI BHIPAIIIMBATh>», — TOBOPWII T1alla, KOrJja OH elle KU C HAMH.

Sl omycTui KHUKKY Ha TIOJ PJIOM C KPOBaThio U Jier Ha criuHy. HaBepHoe, 3akpoil s ceiiyac
71a3a, HUYero Obl TaK W He ciyumiock. Ho s jiexant, Iiss B MOTOJNOK U CIIyIasi THKaHbe YacoB B
MIPUXOKEN.

A depe3 CTEKJIO IPBITHYJI B KOMHATY COJTHEYHBIN 3aiiurK. MasleHbKHIA, C JIAIOUIKY pa3MepoM,
HO yAUBUTENBHO SIpKUil. CIIOBHO OKHO OBUIO OTKPBITO, & HA YJIHIIE CBETUJIO )KAPKOE JIETHEE COJHIIE.
HagepHoe, KTO-To 3a0aBIisiicsl ¢ 3epKajioM Ha OAJKOHE JoOMa HallPOTUB.

3aifyrK MpOILIbLUI MO MOTOJKY, CIIO3 HAa CTEHY, 3aCTaBIII OJIeCHYTh Ba3y Ha KOMOJIE U OCTaHO-
BUJICS, UyTb MOJIparuBasi, Ha CIIUHKE KPOBATH.

— He yxonu, — 3auem-To ckazall s, IOHMMas1, YTO celvac 3epKajio APOrHeT U COTHEYHbIN 3aiUnK
HaBceraa BRICKOYMT U3 MOel KOMHAThl. — OcTaHbCH. . .

Bort Torga Bce ¥ HAYAJIOCh.

CoJtHeuHbIl 3aYMK OTOPBAJICS OT KPOBATH U MOILIBUI IO BO3AYXYy. BHauane s gaxe He MOHS,
YTO TaKOro He ObiBaeT. M yuib Koraa BUCsINee B BO3MyXe IUIOCKOE MATHBIIIKO CBETA CTAJIO Pasiy-
BaThCsl, IPEBPAILASCH B MYIIHCTHIN OPAHKEeBbIN MIAPUK, S TIOHSUT — CIYYUIIOCh YY/IO.

W3 opaHkeBOro CBETAIIErocsi MeXa BhITSHY/IMCh YEThIPE JIAKH, TOTOM XBOCT U rosioBa. Mopr-
HYJIU ¥ YCTaBWJIUCh Ha MeHS 3eJieHble KOIaybu ma3a. la u BooOIle 3afiuMK 3TOT OOJbIE BCEro
MOXOJWJT HA KOTEHKa. BOT TOJIBKO OH BHUCEN B BO3[yXe, CBETHUJICS M Ka3aJiCsl HEBECOMbIM, KaK MyX, —
AOyHellb U YJIETUT.

— IIpusert, — MmypnbikHYI KoteHok. — Criacu60 3a npurJiamieHue.
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Ha cexynny s 3akpbUI 11a3a, HO KOrjja BHOBb IocMoTpes Ha KoTteHka, TOT HUKyaa He ucues.
Jaxe momieTes moomxKe.

— 41 B cka3ku He Bepio, — caMoMy ceOe ckazan 5. — 5 yxe OOJbITIOM.

— Hy, no cpaBHeHMIO C IEBOYKOM, KOTOpas JAep:xana Hacrosiee 3epkaio, Tl IOBOJILHO OOJTb-
IO, — HEBO3MYTUMO 3asiBUJI KOTEHOK M omycTuiics Ha ofiesiyio. S CKocwi 11a3a — He TOBAJIUT JIU
IBIM, HO Bce ObLIO B MOpsiake. JKMBOTOM s 4yBCTBOBAJI TEIUIO, HO He cuiibHOEe. A KOTeHOK CKJIOHWMIT
roJioBy u 100aBuI: — Ho coBceM B3pocibM TeOsl Toxke He Ha3oBellb. Tebe ckombko? JlecaTs jiet ectb?

— YetbipHaaiare OyJeT, — KaK-TO HEOKHMJAHHO YCIIOKOCHHBIN JIEIOBHIM BOMPOCOM, OTBETHII
g. — Tel KTO?

— CoyHeuHBIN 3aYUK, — C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM OcMaTpuBast ceOs1, otBeTvsl KoteHok. — Jla, Hy u
BHEIIHOCTb. .. [Toxox?

— Ha koro?

— Ha 3aituuka.

— Ckopee Ha KOTEHKa.

— Hemuorum nyuiiie, — rpyctHo 3asiBuji KOTEHOK ¥ OTSAHYJICS. A sl HUUEro JTydIllero He Halell,
YeM MOBTOPUTbD:

— Thl KTO?

— Ho ™Mbl yxe npunum K equHOMYy MHEHHIO! — ¢ HeoXKUAaHHOW o0nnoi 3asBui KoreHok. —
ConHeuHblid 3ai1YKK, TOUHEEe — KOTEHOK, IIOTOMY YTO Ha HEro s MOXOX Kyza oosbie! Yto TyT Hero-
HSITHOTO?

A naxe pacrepsiics. Hy na, majneHbkuid 3eJIeHbIN 3BEpEK, KOTOPbI €CT KaMHU, 3TO MPOCTO
MaJIeHbKasl 3eJIeHasd KaMHeeXKa. 3HaeM, CIIbIXaad. A COTHEYHBIN 3aliYUK — 3TO COJITHEYHBIN KOTEHOK,
MOTOMY YTO Ha 3aiYMKa OH HUKAK HE TMOXOX.

— Tak 4ro e, MoOO0U 3aYMK MOXET OKUTh, €CJIM €ro MO3BaTh? — OCTOPOKHO CIpocuT 1. MHe
MOYEeMY-TO Ka3aJloch, 4To KOTeHOK Ha Takoi BOMpoc CHOBa oouautcsi. Ho TOT juIib rop/io rnokavat
T'OJIOBOM:

— Bor eme! Jlio6oii! Tonpko Hacrosimuii cBeT, oTpaskeHHBI HacTosimum 3epkaioM, MOXeT
OXWTb.

— A 4tO0 Takoe... — Hayat g. Ho KoTeHOk KOHIIa BoImpoca JI0KUJAThCA HE cTajl. BckounB 1
MPOXaKUBASICh 10 ONESITY, IPUHSIICS OOBSCHSTH:

— Hacrosammii cBetr — 310 cotHeuHBI cBeT. HO He BCSKUM, a TOJBKO TOT, KOra JIMIIL OOUH
JIYYUK W3 THICSYM THICSY MOXET MPOOUThCA K 3emiie. OH ObIBaeT Ha paccBeTe WM Ha 3akare... —
KoteHok mocmotpen B 0kHO U Ope3rnuBo nomopiwics. — Hy uimm B takyio noroay. A Hacrosiee
3epKaJio — 3T10. .. — OH 3amonyai. CHOBa OTKPbUT POT M BUHOBATO TMOTEP JIANKOM royioBy. — He 3Haro0.
MHe Beib U MISITU MUHYT €11l HET, a C 3epKaJioM 5 IO3HAKOMWICSI O4eHb HeHaaouro. Hacrosiee 3ep-
KaJio. .. Hy, 9TO 3epKaJio, KOTOpPOe OTpaxkaeT cyTh Benierd. OHu oueHb pelko Bcrpevaiotcs. B Hacro-
SIIIIEM 3epKaJie YeJIOBEK OTpakaeTcsl TaKUM, KaKOW OH Ha caMOM [iefie, a Beld — TaKUMH, KaKkue
OHU JOJKHBI ObITh. [ToaTOMY Hacrosiiue 3epkasia yacto pa3ouBaioT, — HEOKUIaHHO 3aKOHUMIT KoTe-
HOK. — Bot. YT0 3HaJ1, TO pacckasait.

OH JIerKO CIIPBITHYJI € Ofiesiyla M CIlaHupoBai Ha o, [Togbexan K OKHy, 3apan MOPIOYKY
Y TPYCTHO MPOU3HEC:

— Hy Bot, connbliKa yxe HeT. Tak s u 3Hau.

OpamxeBas mepcrka KoreHka cBeTriach MATKUM TeIUTbiM orHeM. Helmb3s ckasars, 4to0 oueHb
Y& OCJICIUTESIbHBIM, HO TIOYEMY-TO B 3TOM CBETe BCE ObLJIO BUJIHO YAMBUTEIBHO OTYETIMBO. [lon
Oartapeeil s1 yBHJEN 3aKaTHBIIYIOCS Ty/la HEBECTh KOIJIa MOHETKY, a Ha Iajace SIPKO BBICBETHJIOCH
MATHO OT MPOJIMTOTO JABHBIM-AABHO 4asi. M B 9TOT MUT sl HAKOHEI] MOHST, YTO BCE MPOUCXOIUT I1O-
HacroseMy. f iexy B moctesu u pasropapuBaio ¢ CoTHEUHbIM KOTEHKOM, MOsiBUBIIMMCS U3 Hacto-
suiero ceera u Hacrosiuero 3epkasa.
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— Tak THI BOMIIEOHBIN? — THXO, CJIOBHO CTeCHSIACH camoro cedst, cripocui 1. I KoteHOK 3Ty
MHTOHALMIO TIOYyBCTBOBAL:

— «51 GoNBINION, B CKA3KM HE Bepio», — nepeapa3nmi oH. — Jla! BommeOnsiii. Ecim xovers, 1,
KOHEYHO, HAIIeTy 4ero-HuOyab po (POTOHBI M MarHUTHBIE NOJIsA. TOJBKO yUTH — S B HUX HE BEpIO.

MeHs ero HacMmellka HEeMHOTO 3a/€Ja.

— A 4T0 TH yMeelb? — cupocu s. — Msykars ymeeuib?

— Mozxer, emie u mbliel JOBUTh? — KOTEHOK ax MOAIPHITHYJ OT BO3MYILEHHUS U CHOBA ITOBHC
B Bozayxe. — Ymero! Msy! IToxoxe?

— He ouenb, — ipusHascs s. — Ho ThI e BOMIIEOHBIN, ThI JOJKEH JIesiaTh dyeca.

— 4 cam no ce6e uymo. — KoTeHOK IeMOHCTpaTHBHO OTBEPHYJICS.

OTKHMHYB OJIesJI0, s OIMYCTWJI HOrM Ha mojl. MHe 3axotesnoch noriaauth KoteHka, a Moxer,
naxe U3BUHUTHCS Tiepe]] HUM, YTOObI OH He OOUAeIICsl BKOHEI U He yoexasl. Ho TyT s HeoXuIaHHO
3aKalUISUICS, U OUY€Hb CUJIBHO.

— Borneenib? — He oBopauMBasich, crpocusi KoreHok.

— Vry.

— Jloxuce.

KoteHok noasieres1 Ko MHE M BAPYr OKa3ajcs MPsAMO y MEHs Ha Ilee, 5 1ake UCHyraucs oT
HEOXKUJAHHOCTH.

— Jloxuce, KoMy ckazaHo, — cTporo noBTopiit Kotenok. — M He Ooiics1, He yKyIily, MPOCTYKeH-
HBIX MaJIbYMLIEK 51 HE EM.

Kakum oOpa3zom oH Ha MHe aepxkaics, He 3Hato. Kortu, ecnv onn y Hero Obin, KoTeHOK He
BBIITyCKaJl. MOJKeT, MpOCTO Mapujl B BO3yXe MPsIMO MEPEA0 MHOM? S OCIIyIITHO JIeT, U OH cpasy ke
YCTPOWJICSI Y MEHSI Ha I1iee, TTOJIOKHUB IOJIOBY MHE Ha TIONOOPOJIOK.

— 3910 3aueM? — TUXOHBKO, YT0OBI KOTEHOK He CBaJIWIICS, CITPOCHIT f1.

— Jleuuts Tebs1 Oymy. Terno?

— Ja.

— Torna nexu cmupHo. CTaHeT kKapKO — CKaXkelllb.

Ho xapko MHe He ObUIO, TONBKO TerwIo. S Tak u ckazan. A KoTeHok mosexan MUHYTY, TOTOM
CIIPBITHYJI Ha T0J U 3asIBIIL:

— Hy BoT u Bce.

— Xouelb cKka3arb, s HONpaBuiIcs?

On kuBHYJ. Beirsgen kuBaommii KoteHOK o4yeHb 3a0aBHO, HO CBETAIIAsiCs, KaK OTOHb,
LIEPCTKA 3aCTaBJIs7Ia OTHOCUTHCS K HEMY CEpPbE3HO.

— Ho 51 Huuero He uyBcTBYI0! TOJIBKO rOpIIO HE MEPILIUT. . .

— A 4TO THI JOJIKEH YyBCTBOBATh? — BAPYT 3aBesicst KoTeHOK.

— Toi e ObLT TOJBKO MPOCTYkeH! 3MOPOBBIN MapeHb, pacKaIlUISICA YyTh-4yTh — U Cpa3y B
1oCTEJb !

$I XoTen OTBETUTS, YTO B MOCTEJIb MEHS YJIOKMJIa MaMa, HO nepegyMail. B KoHIie KOHIIOB, MaMa
JaBHO yIuia Ha padory. .. VIHTepecHo, a Kak OHa OTHECETCSI K TOBOPSIILIEMY M CBETSIIEMYCS] KOTEHKY ?
He ucnyraercs?

— A 4TO THI e111e yMeelllb? — CIIPOCHII 5.

— He 3Hai0, — nipusHasicst oH. — {] ellie MaJleHbKHUI.

— A notoMm BblpacTels?

— Bpsan mm, — cpasy nockyunen KoreHok. — Hacrosimii cBeT — mTyka pekasi, a MHe, YTOOBI
BBIPACTH, Hy’eH UMeHHO oH. O! 3Haemb, uto s ymeo? Haxoqute Besikve NOTEpsIHHBIE BEIM BPOJIE
mmyroBuil 1 MoHeToK! Bo MHe ke Hacrosiuii cBeT, OT Hero HUUTO He crpstuercs!

— 3/10poBO, — HE OYEHb YBEPEHHO cKazanl f. M He yaepxkaics, npoTsaHyal pyky Kk KoteHky u
nornaaui. OH OKa3aJicsl He CIMIIKOM TOPSTYMM, Yy Th TEeIjiee caMoro oObIYHOTo KoTeHka. Korma-To y
MeHsI ObUT KOT, HO TIOTOM MaMa 3aCTaBWJIa €r0 OT/AaTh. Y Hee BAPYT MOSIBUIACH AJJIEPrHsl HA KOIIIEK.
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KoteHok czpenan Buj, 4TO Aaxe He 3aMETWJI MOero npukocHoBeHus. Ho, kaxercs, 310 emy
MTOHPABUJIOCh.

— Eme g1 ymen... — Hayan KoTeHoK, — yMe. .. YMe HaXOnuTh ABEPH.

41 3acmesuicsi. MHe cTajio Tak Becesio — TO JIM OT XBAaCTJIMBOTO, HO CAMOKPUTHYHOTO BOJIIIEO-
Horo KoTeHka, To JI1 OT TOro, 4TO TOpJIO OOJbIIE He OOJIENO.

— JIBepb s 1 cam Mory HaiTu! A ecim Obl y MeHsI BOJIOCHI CBETWJIUCh, TAK M B TEMHOTE Obl
HaXo/WJ.

— I'nynbiit, — cHEcxoauTeNbHO TIsHYN KoTeHok. — $1 BoBce He mpo oObruHbIe 1Bepu. 1 ymero
Haxoouth IlotaeHHble!

B TOT MUr 51, KOHEUHO Xe, He MOHSI, O KaKuX JABepsX UAeT peub. Ho mouyBCcTBOBaAN JIETKyI0
APOXb, CJIOBHO N0 KOMHATE MTpo0eskasia BOJTHA XOJIOAHOTO BO3AyXa.

— UYro 310 — IloTaeHHbIe qBEpU? — NOYEMY-TO 1EenoToM cripocui si. M1 KoteHok, Toxe oueHb
THUXO, OTBETUJI:

— Iloraennsie 1Bepu BemyT w3 Mupa B Mup. OOBIYHO JIIOAU WX HE BHUIAT, XOTS WHOTAA CaMU
e U CTPOSIT.

W3 mupa B Mup? Huuero cebe. ..

— A rj1e oHU? — ellle THIIIE CITPOCHIT £1.

— Harae yronHo, — xpa0po 3asaBui1 KoteHok. — Y TeOsi B KoOMHate Toxke HaBepHsIKa ecTh. Ceityac
HOTJISIAUM.

W oH pemmrenbHO HAMPaBUJICS K CTEHE.

Korma KoteHok mpuOMm3miics K Held, pou3o0IIlia yAUBUTEIbHAS Belllb. BHauase s yBuaen Tpu
cJ10s1 000€B APYT CKBO3b Jpyra. M ecim BTOPO# CJI0M 51 IOMHUJI — MBI KJIEWJIM 3TH 000U, KOT/ia Iiepe-
eXaJld U3 CTapol KBapTUPBI, TO TPETH SIBHO OCTAJICS OT MpekHUX Xo3seB. [log HUMU eme ObUH
razerhl, Jake Ha3BaHUM KOTOPBIX s He 3Ha. Jlasblile — Kupnuy.

A KoteHOK Oesxast BIOJb CTeHBI, ¥ 51 yBUJIEJ TIOJI KUPITUYaMU HeK pallieHyIo JIepeBsSHHYIO IBepb!

— Croit! — kpukHyn 51, HO KoteHOK He octaHoBwWICS. JIUITb (DBIPKHYI U POOOPMOTAI:

— Bor erie, 3a Takoil JBEPbI0 HUYETO BECEJIOro ObITh HE MOXET. . .

Crenytomyto nsepb Kotenok Haren B yriry. OHa Oblla MeTaJUTuecKasi, cepasi, ¢ MaJIeHbKUM
HITYPBILYUKOM BMECTO PYUKH, Kak Ha ceiidpax. 3aech KOTeHOK Ha cekyHAy 3amep, MOTOM XMYpO
MIPETOIOKUI:

— Tam, HaBepHOE, BCSIKKE (POTOHBI-ITPOTOHBI M MarHUTHbIE 110J14. .. [louinem erre.

— [Mouiuem, — cornacuiics s1. Muou oBnagen azapt. S men cienpom 3a CoMHEYHBIM KOTEHKOM,
¥ HOTM 0OfaBasio ero terioM. 3n0poBo! OcobeHHO Korja Thl OOCHMKOM U Tebe COBCeM He XOueTcs,
TOJIBKO TTONPABUBIIUCH, CPa3y ke CHOBA 3a00JIETh.

— Bo! — pagoctHo nucknyn Korenok. — [luk, npasaa?

JIBepb neicTBUTENbHO ObUIa KpacuBasi. VI3 uepHOro nepeBa, ¢ pe3HbIMU y30paMH, OIPOMHOM
OpOH30BOI PYYKOH, HEMHOTO BBIMUPAIOIIEH U3 000eB. YIUBUTEIBHO, Yero TOJMbKO HE YBUIUIIL B
Hacrosimewm csere!

— 3arnsiueM? — npesioxm KoteHok.

Bor ceiiuac s yaMBUJICS 1TO-HACTOSIILIEMY .

— A MoxHO?

— Pasymeercs. To, uto Thl BuamIb B Hactosiinem cBete, Bcerga OTKPHITO s TeOsI.

51 ¢ comHennem noxan riedamu. [locMoTpern Ha cebst — Tpychl, Maiika u 6osbiiie Hrdero. [laxe
TAaNOYKM He HajleNl. A eclii 3a JBepblo — KaKoW-HUOYIb ABOpEIl, rae HaunHaeTcs Oan? Byay motom
ornpasabiBaTbcs: «Hy BB HAIlIM MECTO Yau pacnuBarh!»

— 3Haellb, 51 OEHYCh, — HEpEIIUTENbHO Npenioxul . M1 KoteHok Moo HepelmmTenbHOCTb
3aMeTUJI.

— I'mynwiit! — 3akpuyan oH. — [lymaers, jierko BeicBeunBath [lotaeHHble qepu? 5 ke ManeHb-
Kkuil! YV MeHs cuil HaIoJIro He XBaTUT!
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W s He yaepxkaiics. Jla ¥ KTO HA MOeM MecTe CTall Obl CIIOPUTH?

— Kak oTkpbITh?

— Iocmotpu Ha pyuky, — mpormrentan Korenok. [Toxoxe, eMy u BOpaBay ObUIO TPYAHO. —
[MocMoTpu Tak, YTOOBI YBUIETH €€ YETKO-YETKO. A TIOTOM OepHCh U OTKPBIBAA.

41 BcMoTpericsl B pyuky. BHauasie oHa OblTa 4yTh TYMaHHOM, CJIOBHO TTOJ] MAaTOBBIM CTEKJIOM. A
TIOTOM $1 YBUJIEJI ee O4eHb sICHO. bpoH3a Obuia mmepinaBas, rpyoasi, JHUIIb 10 KpasM IJaakas, Oyaro
OTHOJIMPOBAaHHAsI MHOKECTBOM KacaHuil. Heyskenu korna-T1o 3Ty IBeph 4acTo OTKpbIBaiu? § npots-
HYJI PyKY ¥ ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI XOJIOA METAJLIA.

— Brictpee, — xanobHo nmpousHec KoreHok. U s motsHys aBeph Ha ceOsl.

Ona Obuta TsKeNast, oueHb Tskesnasi. CIOBHO METIM 3aKaMeHeNu OT BPEMEHU WJIM He XOTeJH
npoOyXaaTbcs OT goiroro cHa. Ho s TaHys, u ABepb MeuieHHO Tolna Ha MeHsl. CKBO3b KUPITUY, U
cTapble Ta3eThl, ¥ TpU ciiosi 000eB. Ho s yxke Hu4eMy He yIUBIISICS.

Hac o6mano npoxiagasiM BeTpoM. Truxo mrymenu aepeBbsi. U erie 6pu10 TeMHO. XOPOITIO XOTb,
YTO HUKAKOI'O JBOPLIA TaM HE OKa3aJIOCh.

— Hous, — pazouapoBanHo ckazai KoreHnok. — [laxe 3Be3/1 He BUIHO, a kajib. 3BE3/IHbINA CBET
— Bcerga Hacrosimii.

Ho uepe3 MruoBeHue OH BOCHPSLT IyXOM:

— Huyero. Houbto moii Hacrosiiuii cBeT Bcerjga MOXeT MPUTroauThCs.

W oH xpaGpo nepenphIrHy/ yepe3 Moo HOTY — 32 JIBEpb.

— OcTopox)HO! — KpUKHYI £1.

Caersieecs MATHBIIIKO MEJIbKAJIO YK€ METpax B AECATH.

— Epynpa! Yro moxer ciayuurscs ¢ ConHeunbM KoTeHkom? [laxe Houbto? [loiigem, 31aech
Tpasa!

S nepectynui nopor. Y mouyBcTBOBaJI O HOraMU TEILTYIO TPaBy. 3A€Ch-TO TOYHO HE OCEHb.
Jleto wnm BecHa. ..

— Kotenok! — nmo3Baut 51 u noren B TeMHOTY. He rpoxHyThCs Obl. .. — KoTeHoK!

Caersiieecs NATHBILIKO METHYJIOCh KO MHE:

— JIBeps! ['mynbiit Manbyumkal

S obGepHyscsa M yBHIEN, KaKk MEUIEHHO 3aKPbIBACTCSI B TEMHOTE CBETNIBIN mpoeM. bpocuics
HazaJ, HO PyKH YTKHYJIMCh B KaMeHb. ] efBa He paccaau o0 o CKaiy.

Cpazy cTaJio CTpalrHo.

— CaMplii IIyNIBIA B MUpE MajIb4MILKa, — Mpbirajl nog Horamu KoTteHok, — 4to Tl Hagenan?!
JIBepb 3aKkpblIach!

— Buky, uTo 3akpbuiach! — 3aopain s. — Tak BeicBeTu ee! OTkpoem!

KoreHok oTBeTus1 He cpasy:

— 41 mompotyro. ..

OH nof1o11ies1 K KAMHIO BIUIOTHYIO, U 51 YBUJIEJN, KaK CKBO3b CEPYIO TEHb IIPOCTYIAIOT OUEPTaHUS
JBEpPU U3 YepHOro Jepesa. Elie s MoHs, 4To cKaja, B KOTOPOM 3aMypOBaHa ABEpPb, O'POMHA. JTO
Ja’xe He MPOCTO CKasa, a yacTh ropbl. Ho BOT JBepp, Kak s Ha HEe HU CMOTpEJI, HE CTAaHOBWJIACh
4yeTKou. M masibIpl HaTBIKAIKCh TOJIBKO Ha KaMeHb, a He Ha OPOH30BYIO PYUKY.

— He nonyuaercsi, — BUHOBATO CKa3a .

— Cam nons, — orBetrs1 KoreHok. — CkBO3b KaMeHb TpyIHO BUAETh [loTaeHHbIe qBEpU. DTO
TeOe He cTapble ra3eThl. Pa3Be 4to qpyryio mouckathb... Tpu ABEpH IOKHBI BECTU U3 MHpa B MUP
— 3TO 3aKOH.

— Tak Tbl He MOKelIb? — C OCTYNAIOLIUM YKacoM Cripocuil s1. VIckaTb Tenepb MOBCIOLY Apyrue
aBepu Ha 3eMutio ObuIO TTyno. KoteHok morgar.

— T'oBopu! — 3aBonuI s1. — Yero Momuuiib?

— He mory, — npomentan KoteHok efBa cibliiiHO. — § MaJieHbKUH, s ke npeaynpesxaan. U cun
OYEHb MHOTI'O [TOTPATUJI, KOrJja OTKPbIBAJI IBEPb B NIEPBBIA pas.
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— 9x 1bI, CoJTHEUHBIN, — €/1Ba CAEPXKUBas CJe3bl, CKa3aJl 51 U CeJl Ha TPaBy y caMoil cKajbl. B
HOTY OOJTBHO BIIWJICSI OCTPBIN KaMEHb, HO s He 0OpaTUJI Ha 9TO HUKAKOro BHUMaHHUsI. [[Beph B KaMHe
cTaJsia e/iBa pazanunmMa. — Moxer, KaMeHb OOKOJIOTh?

— He 3naio, nomosker u 310, — nevanbHO cka3zain KoTeHok u mpuskasics K Moell Hore. Bes
3JI0CTh Cpa3y KyIa-ToO yJIeTy4uniack. — Thl TOXE BUHOBAT, IIYNbIA Maibuuinka. Hajgo Obl10 cieauTsb
3a JBEPBIO.

— IIpenynpenwt Obl... Y 9TO THI MEHsI Bce BpeMsl 30BEIIIb TIIYITBIM MAJIbUUIIIKON ?

— Ecnu 11 HacTauBaerb, To Oy/Iy 3BaTh YMHBIM, — POOIIKAN 3aauparhcst KoTeHok.

—V meHs ums ectb!

— ThI e He peacTaBuiICs.

MunyTy MBI MOJTYQJIY, TOTOM KOTEHOK THXO CIIPOCHIL:

— A Kak T1e0s 30ByT?

— HanbKa.

— breiBaloT uMeHa u noxyxe, — pritocodeku 3amerms KoreHnok. — JlaaHo, He nanukyil. Hano
JOXAAThCS yTpa.

Mse Obl uyTh-uyTh Hacrosiiiero cBeta — 1 st cMOry BBICBETHTH 3Ty [loTaeHHYIO 1BEpb.

— IlpaBna?

— Be3 Bcakoro comuenusi, — nokJsuicsi KoreHok. — Tl HEOOCh TOXE Ha TOIOAHBIN JKEITYI0K
MapadOH He OCHIIUIIIb?

— Jla 1 ¥ Tak He OCWIII0, — TPU3HAJICS 5. — A OTKY/a Thl 3HaeIlIb po MapacgoH?

— Ilpexne yem Hacrosimii cBer orpaswicsi or Hacrosiuero 3epkasna, s MHOTO 4ero ycriesn
YBUJICTb.

— A 4ro 3710 3a 3epkano? OTKyaa B35JI0Ch?

— Jla He 3Hato 5. OHO OUeHb CTapoe, €ro B3sla MaJIeHbKasl JEBOYKA U CTaJla IMyCKaTh 3alYUKU. . .
®y, cnoBo-To Kakoe riynoe! 3aituuku!.. A 1€BOUKa U HE MOA03PEBAET, KaKash yIUBUTEIbHAS BElllb
y HUX B JIOM€ XPaHUTCH.

A cunen psagom ¢ ColHEYHBIM KOTEHKOM U aymai. O TOM, YTO BO MHOTHX JOMax MOTYT
npUTUTHCST Hactosiiye 3epkana, cnocoOHble COTBOPUTH UyA0. A MbI TPOXOJMM MUMO, HE JJOTa IbIBa-
eMcs MOJCTABUTh UX I0]] YTPEHHUM CBET. . .

— KoreHok, a kak y3Hatb, Hacrosiinee 3epkaso uim Het?

— IIpocto mocmotpeTh B Hero. W 3axoTeTh YBHIETh ceOsl TAKMM, Kakoi Tl ecTh. Ho ionu
O0STCS TAKUX 3epKaJl, MPEMOYUTAIOT BUIETh CBOE OTPaKEHHE, a HE CyTh. A HEKOTOpbIE yKe U He
YMEIOT BU/IETh, OHU CITIOCOOHBI TOJIBKO CMOTPETb.

— U B uem TyT pa3HULIA — BUAETb WU CMOTPETH?

— I'mynbiid, riynbiid aneka, — nevanbHO ckasasl KoteHok. — Thl IEMICTBUTENBHO el1le MajleHb-
KUM. ..

51 obuperncs u He ctaul nepecnpanmBaTh. A KOTEHOK MOBO3UIICSA Y MOMX HOT, IOTOM BUHOBAaTO
CIIPOCHII:

— He xononHo?

— Her.

— T He obmkaiics, ecnu 51 Oyny 0O3bIBaThest. Ha camom-To aene Bo BceM st BUHOBar. PacxBa-
craics. ..

— Ha nmagno. Joxnemcsi paccBeta v BepHemcst 1oMou. Kasb TOJbKO, HUYEro He YBU/IEH.

— A 4TO TYT BUZAETH, — COHHO OTO3BajIcst KoTeHOK. — MaseHbkas noiarHa Mexay ckaiamu. Cto
METPOB Ha JIBECTH, He Oosbilie. .. Pydeek, nmapa nepeBbeB 1 HECKOJIBKO BaTyHOB.

— OTKyga Thl 3Haellb?

— Buxy.

— Tak Beap TeMHO!

— Bo mue Hacrosimimii cBet, — 3eBHYB, HanmoMHw1 KoteHok. — JlaHbKa, 1aBail criath. ..
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— 4 He xouy.

— Torga noMoiuy, a s1 NOCIVIIO. ..

Bam korma-HHOyO» JAOBOAMIIOCH CHUIETh B TIONHOM TEMHOTE, Jepka Ha KOJCHSX CIISIIEero
KoTeHka? Jla, MMEHHO B TEMHOTe, IOTOMY uTO, Korja COJIHEUHbI KOTEHOK YCHYJI, IIIePCTKa ero craja

CBETUTHCA HE ApPUYC HEOHOBOM JIAMIIOYKH B JE€TCKOM HOYHUKE. Yro 6bI BBI B TAKOH CUTyaluu cnenann?
TouHo. BoT u g TOXE yCHYII.

11
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2. MBI :k1€eM paccBeTa

[IpocHyics st o 03HO0a. KOoTeHOK crnat, M OT Hero IuIo pOBHOE TEIIO, HO XBATaJIO €ro TOJbKO
Ha )KUBOT U HEMHOTO Ha HOTU. A TI0 TUIeYaM pasryJIMBajl POXJIaJHbIA BETEPOK.

S moexwicsi, 1 KoTeHOK cpasy NOOHSIT MOPIOUKY, 3aCBETHBIIUCH B MOJHYIO CHITY:

— 3ameps, aa?

— CnpammBaenib. — Y MeHs 3y0 Ha 3y0 He momnajial, 1a ¥ eCTh XOTeJIOCh yKacHO. — BoT mpo-
CTBIHY OIISATb. ..

— Bruteuy, — 6e3 ocoboro sHTy3ua3zMa noodeman KoreHok. — JlamHo, yke HEeMHOTO OCTaIoCh.
ITO mepes; pacCBETOM BCer/ia CTAHOBUTCSI TEMHO U XOJIO/HO.

— 3HauuT, BOT-BOT PACCBETET.

S ocropoxno omycTui1 KoTeHka Ha 3eMITIO M TTOTPhITat, YTOObI cOrpeThest. [IoMOrIo 3TO MI0X0.

— Moxer, Mbl MaJIO criaiv? — IPETIOoNOKIUII 51, CHOBA YCA)XKUBASICh HA TPABY.

— CeMb € IOJIOBMHOM 4acoB, Ky/1a yx Oosbliie, — (hpIpkHYJ KOoTeHOK. — 3Haelb, Kakoe YyBCTBO
BpemeHu y ColHe4HBIX KOTST?!

Y MeHs1 BOPYT BO3HUKJIO KyTKOe rmojio3penne. Ho st He crieri ero BrIcKa3arh, 2 BMECTO 9TOTO

CITPOCHIT:
— Tsl 10 paccBeTa TOYHO ABEPh HE OTKPOEIIIH?
— Huxkaxk.
— A eciu. .. Hy, B OOIIEM. .. BAPYT 371eCh OUY€Hb OOJbIIAst HOUb?
— Kakasn?

— Heckonbko mecsieB, Kak Ha nomoce!

KoteHnok nmomosryasi, moToM MpoIiescs o TpaBe B3aA-Bliepe]l U TPYCTHO CKa3al:

— ¢l Hagesiics, 9TO THI 00 STOM He TIOyMAaeIllb.

OO6xBaTUB pyKaMu ILIeUH, 51 CMOTpes Ha ckoH(yxeHHoro Korenka. ITorom cripocui:

— Tax yto ke, MBI cpeiu TUX Top U ocTaHeMcs? 3/1eCh ke U €CTb-TO Hevero!

— MHe Toxe, — orpeizHyJicst KoreHok. — 3aTo Bojia eCTb, MOKeIllb MOMUTb.

— MeHs omMa yxKe HIIyT, — BOAPYr cooOpa3wi s. — He 3Ha0T, 4TO M Mogymarh — Wcue3 u3
MOCTEJI, JIaXe TArlovuKu He Haaes!

— JlaBaii HEMHOTO MO0k 1eM, — ITpeIoKKI KoteHok. Y Mbl sk gajii — MoT4a, IOTOMY 4TO TOBO-
PHTH HAM He XOTeJIOCh, JIUIIb KOTEeHOK CO CBOMM YyBCTBOM BpeMeHH OOBSIBIISLT KXk IbIe TTPOIIIE/IIIIE
nATHaaUaTh MUHYT. Korga oH co B3I0XOM CKa3all «4ac», sl B3OPBAJICS:

— W re xe pacceer?

— Her noka, — npusnaincs Korenok. — U s ero He uyBcTBY10. COMHBIIIKO €I1e T/Ae-TO JajIeKo.
Ilogoxxnem HEMHO. ..

— XBarut, — obopsai 5. — Hano 4ro-to menate.

— Ectb omuH BapuaHT, — CO B3JJ0XOM IMMPOW3HEC HE3aJaWIMBHIA BOMIMIEOHUK. — S ke ymero
nerats. Ceiiuac B3ieuy u Oyy JieTeTh, ITOKa He HATKHYCh Ha pacCBET WJIM 3aKar.

[Tpo3Byyano 310 Tak, CJIOBHO pacCBET M 3aKaT ObUIM TOJCTHIMM KAMEHHBIMU CTeHaMu. 1
HEBOJIBHO YJILIOHYJICS.

— A nanpiue?

— Korna nonkperutiock, BepHYch K TeOe. Y COoTHEUHBIX KOTAT OTIMYHOE IyBCTBO HAITPABJICHUS,
s1 TeOs1 00s13aTeNIbHO Haly. OTKpoeM JIBepb — U TOTOBO.

— Tak 4To ke Thl paHbIlle STOr0 He MPeIJIOKUI? — BOSMYTHIICS 1.

— INonumaersb, s Beb yke HE COMHEUYHBIH Jy4yHK, — npusHajics KoreHok. — 4 Oyny neretsb
OYeHb OBICTPO, HO MOXET IMOHATOOUTHCS HECKOJILKO JHEH.

BoT TyT MHe cTaso CTpaliHo Mo-HacTOsIIEMY.

— Tol ipencTaBsenb, YTO TOBOPHUILL? — Mpolientai 5. — YTo co MHOM MOTOM JoMa cesaiT?
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— Hpyroro Bbixozna Het. JKaTh — WIA JIETETh.

A orBen B3rsAn ot Korenka. M BApyr NOHA, MoYeMy BO3MYTHJICS 3TUM MpeyiokeHueM. MHe
CTpAlLHO.

S1, HaBepHOe, ctasl 6oAThCsl TeMHOTHL. A 6e3 COJHEYHOro KOTeHKa TEMHOTA CTAHET IMOJHOM.
... gro, eciii OH He NpUIeTUT?

— Jasaii, — BeiaBun . — Jletu. Tombko OBICTPO, a TO MEpeayMalo.

OH noHs1I.

— Hanbka, He Bermaii Hoc. $1 Oymy JieteTh oueHb ObIcTpo. Eciu 3axouenb 1Tk — pydeek MpsiMo
niepen ToOOH, MeTpax B Tpuauaru. K.

W npexnae yem 5 ycren ckaszarb, YTO NepeyMall, YTo He CMOTY KIaTh €ro B OIMHOYECTBE U
Mpake, ColTHEeUHbII KOTEHOK MOATIPBITHYJI U B3BUJICS B BO31yX. OpaH:KeBblil KOMOUEK CBETa CTPEMU-
TEJIbHO MOAHSIICS, TIPEBPAIasCh B KPOLIEYHYIO TOUKY Ha yepHoM HeOe. U moneren npous. [ericTBu-
TEJIbHO OYeHb OBICTPO: s IOTEPSIUT €r0 U3 BUY 32 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[. TOJIbKO XBATHUT JIM €My CHJI BCE
BpEMS MUaThCsl C TAKOW CKOPOCTHIO?

MuHYT JiecsiTh 1 peBe, YTKHYBIIMCh B TYCTYI0 MATKYIO TpaBy. Kak HM CTpaHHO, 3TO MeHs
KanesbKy corpeso. [TofHsBIIMCh, 5 TOIIeN Ha MOUCKH pyYeiika, 0 KOTopoM roBopui KoteHok.

CrpaHHoe 310 eno — OpoauTh BO ThMe. Tepsiercsi U paccTosiHue, U BpeMs. Jlumb KaMHH,
M3peKa MornagaBIIMecs Moj HOTH, TOKA3bIBAJIM, YTO 51 HE TOITYYCh HA MECTe.

Pyku s nepxain nepen co6oi, 00siCh, U4TO B JIIOOOH MOMEHT OCTYILTIOCh, HO BCKOPE YCIIbIIIAT
Kyp4aHHUe BOJbl, a €Ille Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE TPaBa M0l HOraMU CMEHUJIACH BJIAKHBIM ITECKOM.

Harnysimich, 51 %&aJHO MU XOJIOAHYIO YUCTYIO Boxy. [IoTOM, OTOMIs Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaroB —
TaK, YTOOBI CJIBIIIATH Py4eeK, — JIer HAB3HUYb B TPABY, BHICOKYIO, COMKHYBIIIYIOCS] HAJIO MHOM.

Jlenatp ObLIO COBEPILICHHO Hevero. PaHblle s1 ¥ He MoJo3peBal, Kak BhIMAThIBAET MONHOE Oe3-
nenbe. S nexan, ciymiasi eck BOIbI U I'yJl BETpa Ie-TO JajieKo-JaleKo BBepxy. Jlexas, HaBepHoe,
OYEHb JI0JT0. A TIOTOM CHOBA 3aCHYJI.

Pa30yaumm meHs maru. S oTKpbUT ObLIO POT, YTOOBI OKJIMKHYTh BepHyBIerocst Korenka, Ho
BOBpEMSI COOOpa3mJI, YTO ITHU IArk APyrue: TsoKesIble, YeIOBEUYECKHe.

Cpazy BepHYJICS CTpax.

[laru mpuOIMKaIuCh cpasy ¢ JBYX CTOPOH. B HECKONIBbKMX MeTpax OT MeHs HIIyII1e BCTPEeTU-
ymck. U s yenplmait TAryqui rojaoc:

— Tam HEeT HHUKOrO.

— Tam HeT HUKOro TOXe.

Sl moHMMaJT rOBOPSIIIMX, XOTSI MHE TIOYEMY-TO Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHM TOBOPSAT HA UY:KOM si3bIke. U
OT 3THX MeJIJIEHHBIX, TSKEJIBIX TOJIOCOB MeHs poOuiIa Apoxb. S 3amep, O0sICh IIEBETbHY ThCS.

— 3nech HuKoro. Ho 1030pHBIi BUIEN CBET.

— Jo3opubiit Bujen Hacrosimii cBer.

— DTO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Ho no3opHblii Bujen.

— 3pech Her cBeTa. 3/1eCh HET HUKOTO.

— Tort, KTO CBETWU1, YJIETElL.

— W ymen no ckanam. 311ech HU3KHUE CKaJbl.

— Hac 0OBMHST B MEIJTUTEIBHOCTH.

— 310 wioxo. Hamo ckasars, uto 31ech ObuT Kpbutateiii, yoexkaBimii BUepa.

— Hac cnipocr, rae ero cepatie.

— MBI ckaxeMm, 4TO OH 3aIuiaics. Mbl CKakeM, 4TO 3TN I0JUHY YepHbIM OTHEM.

— DTO PaCTOUUTEBHO. DTO IUIOXO.

— Ho 3710 y4iiie MeaInTenbHOCTH.

— a. VY 1e6s ectb YepHbIi OrOHB?

— B Garne.
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— ¥V mens Het YepHOro ortasi. Mbl oJieTM B TBOIO OAIITHIO, BO3bMEM OTOHb U COXIKEM JIOJIMHY.

— Tak xopomo. Jlerum.

N s yBunen, kak BO Mpake pa3BOpayMBaeTcsi Thma. UepHble MOJOTHUINA ThMbI, YepHEE TEM-
HOTBI, HETIpOIJIsiiHee Mpaka. [IBe mapbsl OrpOMHBIX KpbUIbEB. B JIMIIO ymapui BeTep, HAOJTHEHHBbIH
€IKUM HeueJIOBEUECKHMM 3aIlaxoM, ¥ ThMa B3BHJIACh B HEOO.

Heckonbko MUHYT 5 JTexaln, yoexaas ceOsi, 9UTo MHe prcHIICS kommap. Ho eqkuii 3amax ere
JiepKajcs B BO3AyXe, a B TOM MeCTe, IJIe CTOsUIM TOBOPUBIIINE, s HAIIYAJl BBIPAHHYIO TPaBY.

JKnate BO3BpallleHUsI TeX, KTO TPU XOAbOE BHIPHIBAJI C KOPHEM TpaBy, MHE COBEPIIICHHO HE
xotesiock. Elie Oosbilie He X0TeloCh NOKUAAThCs YepHOro OrHsI, YeM Obl OH HU OBLI.

S1 BcTas, 4yBCTBYS, KaK MUP CKUMAETCs BOKPYT, MPEBPAIasiCh B KJIETKY U3 TEMHOTHI U CTpaxa.
Ax, Korenok, KoteHOK, Heykenu Thl He A0TaabIBaICs, KyJa MoryT rnpuBectu [loraeHHble 1epu?

— 41 He H6010Ch, — TPOMKO cKa3zai 5. TeMHoTa He oTBeTHIa. — 51 yke OonbIioi. S yity rmo ckanam,
37€Ch HU3KHE CKAJIbI.

TemHoTa MojTyaa.

BeiTsIHYB pyKu, 51 MOOpes BIOb Py4bsi, M ThMa IIJIa BMECTE CO MHOW. Y TKHYBIIIUCH B CKAJTy, 51
TIOHSLJT, UYTO BOZIA CTeKaeT 1o Hel. [Toutu OecrryMHO — 3HAUUT cKasia He Oblia OTBECHOM. DTO XOPOIIIO.
[IlecToe 4yBCTBO MOACKA3BIBAJIO MHE, UYTO HYKHO IMTOJHUMATHCS BJIOJIb BOJIBI, YTOOBI €€ TUXUH IIIeIeCT
3arTya ABMKEHHUS.

[MomapyB 1o KaMHIO, 51 HaIlleJT KaJIKUK YCTYII, BcTal Ha Hero. [lotom Ha criepyronumii. 3are-
MUJICS 32 KAKOK-TO KYCTapPHHUK, XOPOIIIO €I11e, YTO He KOJIIOUMI, ¥ ITPOABUHYJICS Ha CJIEIYIOIIUIA METp.
He tax yx u TpyaHO, TeM 6oJiee YTO BHICOTA HE YYBCTBOBAJIACH.

— 41 He copBych, — TpomenTan s Heu3BecTHO komy. — Crpimute? He copBych. Tak He ObiBaeT
— TIOMACTh B BOJIIIEOHBIA MUP U COPBAThCS CO CKAJIHI. . .

Kamens mog moeii Horoii IporHyi. f 3aTaui AbIXxaHue, W Jajbllie MPUIIOCh MOAHUMATHCS
MomT4a. MUHYT Yepe3 IeCsATh, KOCHYBIIIUCH JIAJIOHBIO I'y0, sl TOYYBCTBOBAJI BKYC KpOBH. [1asblibl cTep-
JIMCh O KaMeHb. HaBepHsiKka TO ke CIIy4usioch M ¢ HOraMu, HO TIPOBEPsATh HE XOTesnoch. Bucerh Ha
CKaJie, KaK TapaKaH Ha CTeHKe, ObIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO, U 5 TIOJIe3 JaJIbIIIE.

MuHyT Yepe3 MATh s IOHSLI, YTO YCTaJl A0 Tpejesia ¥ BOT-BOT COPBYCh — M TYT BBIOpaJICSl Ha
HeOombIoN yeryn. TecHo mpukacs K cKaje, cell, CBeCB HOTM BO ThMY. VIHTepecHO, BBICOKO Jiu?
MertpoB nsTh, IecaTh? SIBHO Majio ISl TOTO, YTOOBI CIIPSATATHCS OT HEMTOHSATHOTO OPYKUSI JIETAIOIIUX
TBapexu.

CHsB Oecriofie3Hyl0 MaiiKy, s TI0 ouepeiyd OOMaThiBaJl PyKM M HOTH, BBDKHAAsl HECKOJBKO
MUHYT, YTOOBI OCTAHOBHUTH KPOBb. [1o1beM pasropsuri MeHs, X010 0oJIbIe He ayBcTBOBasIcs. OcTa-
BUB PBaHYIO U NepenavykaHHyl0 MaiKy Ha yCTyne, sl IPOIOIKUI TIEPBOE B CBOEU KU3HU BOCXOXK-
nenue. JKypyaHue BOABI IO JIEBYIO PYKy ObUIO MOMM MpoBogHUKOM. OOMH pa3 s Jaxe rmomnaja Ha
MOKPBII YYaCcTOK CKaJbl, Tie OpbI3ry Majaid MHe Ha royioBy. [TpuIuioch MeIJICHHO U OCTOPOKHO
CIIBUTAThCS BIPABO, YYBCTBYSI, KaK MpeJaTebCKU CKOJIb30K CTall KaMeHb. VIHora s oTabixall, eciiv
BCTPEUAINCh HA/IeKHbIE TUIOIIAIKU, 3aTeM BHOBb HAUYMHAJI MOAHUMAThCsA. M ThMma mossia 3a MHOM,
CKPBIBasi BBICOTY U PacTBOPSis B ceOe BpeMsl. BeITh MOXeT, sl KapaOKaJICs 1MoTJaca, MOKeT, HECKOJIbKO
4yacoB, He 3Hal. EqUHCTBEHHOE, UTO 51 3HAJl TOYHO, — HUKOT/IA ellle 51 TaK HEe YCTaBaJl.

A TIOTOM HaJ1 TOJIOBOM 3aXJIONAJIN KPbUIbs, U, IOCMOTPEB BBEPX, 51 YBUJIE HECYIIYIOCS CKBO3b
Mpak TbMY. JIBe TEH! MapuJIv MOYTH YTO HA OJJHOM YPOBHE CO MHOM, U, BJKUMASICh B CKAJTY, 51 YCIIbIIIA
CBUCTSILAN IIETOT:

— Jlei. ..

S1 Huyero He yBUjIEJ, JIMIIb CHU3Y MOCIIBIIIAJICS TPECK, CIOBHO MO BCEH NOJIMHE 3aXpyCcTesn
HEBECTb OTKYy/a B3sIBIIMECs cyxue cyubs. [loTom 3ammrnena Boga B pyuse. U ynapuia BosHa ropsi-
Yero, pacKaJieHHOTO BO3/IyXa.
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[TpukaBIvich K MTHOBEHHO HarpeBIIeMYcsl KaMHIO, 51 33JbIXaJICSI OT YAYIIUTUBOTO Xapa. Jlyio-
WA CHU3Y BeTep Tperas MHe BOJIOCHL, U 51 BAPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Ha pacliapariaHHbIX HOrax 3arie-
KaeTcsi KPOBb.

Bce KOHUMIIOCH TaK ke BHE3aITHO, KaK ¥ HavyaJioch. JleTaonume TeHU UCYe3d, 3HOM OTCTYITHIL.
41 Bucen Ha cKaje, M Koka 3ao3/1aJ10 MOKPhIBAJIACh IIOTOM.

Uepnsiii orodpb yrac. Ho 3a Te MrHOBeHHSI, TIOKA MO0 MHOM Cropajia OJIMHa, s yCIes MOHSITh,
YTO B300pasics yxke O4eHb BHICOKO. MEeTpOB IATHIAECAT, He MeHbIIe. M CIyCTUThCS Terneph He CMOTY.
3HaAuuT — BBEPX.

— 51 He Go10Ch, — KaK 3aKJIMHAHWUE TIOBTOPHUIT 1.

TemHOTa ¥ TUIIMHA MOJI3JM M0 CKasle BMecTe cO MHOM. CTaHOBWJIOCH BCE XOJIOZIHEE, MAJIbLIbI
Ha pyKax OHEMeJIH, HOT s TIOUYTH He YyBCTBOBAJI. BBHIOpaBIIIMCH HA OUYEPEIHOU YCTYII, 51 JIOJTO JIeKAT,
coOupast OCTaTKU CHJI, IOTOM TOIIAPHJI TIepe]] cCOO0U pyKoi, HanTymnbIBask ckary. Ho masibiibl KOCHY-
JIUCh JIUIIIb MSTKOM, KUBOW TPaBBI.

4 cmor. $1 momHsuics, BHIOpaICsl M3 KAMEHHOM 3alaJHA U OKa3ajics, KaXercsl, HA KaKOM-TO
TU1aTO, T/Ie Ay POBHBINM XOJIOAHBIN BeTep, a TpaBa OblIa BIAKHON OT POCHL. BBITh MOXET, IajIbllie TOXe
B3JBIMAJIMCh TOPBI, HO s OLIYIAJI BOKPYT ce0s1 OrpOMHOE CBOOOTHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO. 3/1€Ch MOKHO
ObL10 OBl TokUIaThCss COTHEYHOTO KOTEHKA. .. Oy/Ib Y MEHS XOTh KaKasi-TO OfeKAa U THIIA.

HagepHoe, erie yac-npyroit Hazaj 51 Obl onsATh pazpeBesics. OT X0104a ¥ OIMHOYECTBA, OT MOJI-
HOW Oe3HamexHocTd. Ho 6ercrBo ot cymecTB U3 Mpaka U MOIbeM IO CKaJle YTO-TO U3MEHWIH BO
MHe. DTO JoMa, MOJPABIIKCH HA YIUIIE WIK TIOTyYUB OT MaMbl OUEPETHON HATOHSIH, 1 MOT TUIaKaTh.
3pech ObLIO CIUIIKOM CTPAIIIHO AJIsI CJIe3.

A 1u1s TOro 4ToOBI JieKaTh Ha TpaBe M THXO 3aMep3aTh, OKUAAs MOETO HE3a/1a4IMBOrO BOJI-
1eOHMKA, s ObUT CJTUIIIKOM TOP/.

[MogHSBIIMCH ¢ 3eMJIH, 51 IPUKAT KO PTY JIAJIOHUA U 3aKPHYAIT:

- -3-ii!

HagepHoe, st mpoCcTO XOTeN yCHBIIATh 9X0. YOEIUThCS, YTO B TEMHOTE €CTh ellle KaKKe-TO
3BYKH, KpOMe OMEHHsI MOETO Cep/la.

Ho erie mpesxie yem najekoe 9X0 BEepHYJIO MOU ¢1a0blii KpUK OOpaTHO, B HECKOJIBKHX IIarax
OT MEHs 3allypiiayia TpaBa. M KTo-To HeBUAMMBINA BO ThMe CKa3aJ:

— Ecm ThI mieBesTbHENIbCS, 1 yObIO TeOsI.

He wcniyrascs s b moToMy, 4TO 3TOT TOJIOC BOBCE He OBUT MOXOXK HA CBUCTSAIIEE IIUIICHIE
KpbUIaThiX cymecTB. [IpocTo yenoBeveckuil rojoc.

— 41 He MmIEeBEMIOCH, — THXO OTBETUI 1.

— Yo THI 311ECh JIeNaeib? — JOHECIoCh O MeHs. Kakercs, 4yTh Onvke, 4eM B MEpBbIA pas.
HeBumumplil coOeceJHUK MOIKPaIbIBAJICS KO MHE.

Uro g penaio? Hy u Bonpocuk. Kay ConHedyHOro KOTeHKa, MEIJIEHHO 3aMep3aio, opy M3
MOCJIE/IHUX CHIL. ..

— 4 xxmy paccBeTa, — MO-TMpeKHeMY He IIeBeJIsICh, OTBETHII 1.

KT0-TO cXBaTmi Moo pyKy, U 51 B3IPOTHYIL

— PaccBer npujiet, — mporienTaiy MHe B caMoe YXO. S OIIyThII 4be-To JbIXaHue W efiBa yAep-
JKaJics OT KpUKa.

— PaccBer npunet. Tol puckoBa, s MOT TeOst yOUTb.

— J1a? — HeBOJIbHO cripocuJt s1. Y1 yciiplmalt TMXoe 3BsIKaHbe METaslIa.

— Tot Bunen Jlersmmx?

— Onu 3aymM 107IMHY BHU3Y YepHBIM OTHEM, — HaJIesICh, YTO OTBEUAl0 MPABUIILHO, CKa3all fI.

— 4 capnuan. OHM OXOTUJIMCH 32 MHOIA.

— W 4yTb He youim MeHsl.

[Toxowxe, 3TH cnoBa pemin aeto. 1'010¢c He3HaKOMIIA CTal CMYIIICHHBIM.

—Hukorna He 1ymait, 4to B 3TUX MecTaxX KTO-TO ecThb. MI3BuHu. Xoporto, uto Tei 11e. . . [Toiem.
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MeHs1 MSITKO MOTAlIWIA B CTOPOHY. f1 BBITSIHYIT Briepe]] CBOOOTHYIO PYKY M Cpa3y ke YCIIbIIIa
BOIPOC:

— A rae TBou ouku?

— ¥V MeHs ux HUKOrIa He OBbLIO.

— Oro... [la TeI OCTOpOXHEE, 31€Ch JePEBbSI.

1 oliKHYJ, HaJIeTeB Ha YIPYTYIO KOMIOYYIO BETKY, HO OOMXaThCsl Ha 3aI03/1a710€ Mpeaypekie-
HUE HE PeIIJICS.

— MsI yxe psanom. Harauce.

Sl mocyIHO HAarHyJICS U MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IO JIMITY CKOJIb3HYJIA TUIOTHAsI TKaHb. Benmen 3a
HE3HAKOMIIEM $1 IPOTUCHYJICSI CKBO3b Y3KHIA pa3pe3 M OIIyTWII, KaK TeIUI0 BHYTpU. DTO OBUIO UTO-
TO BPOJIE MaJICHbKON MaJIaTKU.

— 3akpo¥ BXOJ... a, Thl ke He BUuauIIb. CaIuch.

3a mMoeli CIIMHOM TpoliiesecTesa TkaHb. [IoToM paszfasics 1meadyoK — U B 1J1a3a, cpa3y co Bcex
CTOPOH, yaapu cBeT!

3a:XMypHBIINCH, 51 BbIKIAJ HECKOJIIBKO MUHYT, OOPSCh C HEMPHUSATHBIM OIIYIIIEHHEM, YTO MEHS
Pa3mIAABIBAIOT. PUCKHY MPUOTKPHITH OUH IJ1a3 U, BCE EIIle KMYPSICh, OCMOTPEJICS.

D70 AEUCTBUTEIFHO OKa3aJiach MaJieHbKas Kpyriias najarka. M3HyTpu oHa Obuia 4nucTo Oeon
Y MSITKO CBETHJIACh.

[lepeno MHOV Ha KOPTOUKAxX CUJIEN MAJIbUMIIIKA HE CTapIlie MEHsI caMoro. Xy/I0i, CBETJIOBOJIO-
ChIid, OYeHb OJICAHBIN, UTO MEHSI COBEPIIEHHO He ynuBWIo. Ha HeM ObUIM TOJBKO KOPOTKUE MSITHIE
HIOPTHI U3 IPKO-CUHEN BOPCUCTOM TKaHH; HA IIIMPOKOM KOXKAHOM TOsICe BUCEJ JJTUHHBIN TOHKUI HOX
B HOXXKHAX.

Crpax y MeHsl HauaJl MPOXOOUTh. SI-TO oMl YBUAETh B3POCIOrO TPOMHIY CO 3BEPCKUM
JIMLIOM, a HE POBECHHUKA.

— 51 TeOs1 He 3HaI0, — C MOJO3PEHNEM CKa3al MAIBUMIIKA.

— W s 1e6s TOXe, — mapupoBai s1. B nanarke 0bu10 Teruio u ceewio. CyIiecTBa U3 Mpaka Kasa-
JIMCh 31€Ch MPOCTO AYPHBIM CHOM. $1 coBepiieHHO He Oosics.

— Thl 0TKyga? — MPOIOIIKAT IOMPOC MATBUMINKA. PyKy OH Jiepskait Ha HOXe, CJIOBHO TOTOB ObLIT
B JTIOOYI0O MUHYTY MyCTUTbH €r0 B JIEJO.

— W3paneka, — yectHO 1 Oecrione3Ho oTBeTU 5. Kak HU cTpaHHO, MOEro codeceTHIKa OTBET
ycrpoms1. Ho 6e3 yTouHeHuit He 0001LIOCh.

— I'ne TBom pogurenu? I'ne TBou Apy3ba?

— Tam, e cBetno. — Co 3710CTH 51 peli pa3sHOOOPa3UTh OTBETHL. DTH CIIOBA HEOKUIAHHO
MOJEVCTBOBAJIN.

— V3BUHM, — KaK-TO BUHOBATO MPOOOPMOTAs OH. — Mou. .. naaHo. Twl coBcem oauH?

[IpaBna — 310 Takas ynmoOHas MITyKa, YTO HET HUKAKOW HAIOOHOCTH 3aMEHSTh ee JIokKbio. M3
HEE U TaK MOKHO CJIeJIaTh YTO YTOJHO.

— ¥V MeHst ObUT OpyT, HO OH yIIesT UCKATh CBET.

MHe nmouemy-To OKa3aioCh, UTO MOCIIE TOTO BOMPOCH O Apyre oTnaayT. U He ormmoOcs. Maib-
YHIIKA [IMBITHYJT HOCOM U TIPOTSIHYJI MHE PYKY.

— JIoh.

— lanbka. — { nmoxan emy JiaJIoHb.

— YV MeHs Toxke ObLT Ipyr, — HEOXKUAAHHO CKazal oH. — Ho eMy He ymanoch BBIPBAThCS W3
6ammHn. OH 6611 CTapmm.

— A Mo#t ipyr ObLT MJIaIe.

— Ma? — OH siBHO ynuBWiICS. — ThI UTO cOOMpaeIIbes Ienarh?

— Bribuparbcst otciona.

— INoiigems B Hat ropos?
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A nouemy Obl 1 HeT? MeHs 310pOBO pa3MOPUJIO B TEILIe, HO 51 CTApaJICsl He TepsTh HUTh pas-
ropopa. Yem cuaeTh rojibiM B ropax u xaatb KoTeHka, KOTOpbIl MOXET U HE SIBUTHCS, JIyUIlle YK
MpOOUPATHCS K [UBUIIN3AINY.

— A MeHs1 TaM HOPMAJIBHO MPUMYT? — OCTOPOKHO TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS S1.

— Cnpammaenis! — BosamyTiics JIsH. — Eciu 51 3a Te0s1 mopydych, T Bee OyJeT B MOpSIJIKE. ...
Tbl HE Tymaii, s1 He XBaCTaloCh !

— Jla s Bepio, — BSIJIO OTBETUI 1. — JI9H, MOKHO MHE TocriaTh?

— Hy s u nypak! — JIsH BCKOUMJI U CTajl PhIThCSl B MAJIEHBKOM CYMKE, BAJISIIOLIENCS B YITy. —
ThI ke ecTh Xouelllb, TOUHO? VI3BMHU, Y MEHSI HEMHOTO.

Uepe3 MUHYTY I O)KECTOYEHHO TI'pbI3 )KECTKOE HE TO KOIYEHOE, HE TO MPOCTO BHICYHIEHHOE
Msico. Korja ot Kycka HU4Yero He ocTajoch, JIsH MpoTsAHYJI MHE TOPCTh (DMHUKOB MJIA YETO-TO OYEHb
Ha HUX TIOXOXKEro U (PIISIKKY.

— A TbI? — BSUJIO COIIPOTUBJISLICA £, YK€ HAuMHAs MOMIONIATh (PUHUKHU.

— Tor Crapumid, pa3 Mbl Tenephb MoWAeM BMecTe, — HaCTaBUTENIbHO cKazaul JIsH. — Y BooOIe
1 CETOIHS YK€ ell.

MosxeT, 3T0 ¥ HeXOpOIIIO, HO OOoJIbIIIe 51 He criopuJ1. Jomui u3 (isKKH TyCToe CIaIkoe MOJIOKO
(Ha BKyC OHO OBUIO Kak cJIerKa pa3Be/ieHHasl CTyIIeHKa), BAHOBATO TIOCMOTpe Ha JIsHa. A OH yke
packJia/ipiBajl Ha MOy KOPOTEHBKOE OJESIIO.

— JlaBaii ciii, OTOM BCE pellnM, — YyTh JIM He OATAJIKUBAsA MEH K ofesy, ckazai JIsH. — Criu.

CrpanHo oH ce0Os Besn. C olHOW CTOPOHBI, CJIOBHO JIGUCTBUTEIBHO P, UTO I CTApIINA U
OH JIOJDKEH MHE IPUCITYKUBaTh, Kak. .. Hy, Kak MOJIOJOH coJiaT CTapoMy, 4To Ju. M onHOBpeMeHHO
3a00THJICSI TAaK HACTBIPHO, CJIOBHO 51 ObLT peOEHKOM, a OH B3POCIIBIM.

Ho nogymars kak cienyer g He cMor. Jler — u cJ0BHO npoBaywicsa. Bor 4to takoe He ecTs,
MEP3HYTb, a IOTOM BIPYT MONACTb B TEIUIO U NEPEKYCUTb.

IIpocHynes s ot Toro, uro JIsH HaBaMiICA Ha MEHA M 3a)KaJjl JIAJOHBIO poT. YeCcTHO roBops,
CO CHa $1 eI, YTO OH MPOCTO YCHITUIST MO0 OIMTEIbHOCTb, a TENephb Pelu 3aaymnTh. U s cran
BbIBOpauMBaThCs, nuxas JIsna B xkuBOT JJokTeM. OH OMKHYJI U 3alllelTajl B CaMOe yXO:

— Tuxo, 310 no30pHbIH! Tuxo!

A 3amep. U ycablinai, Kak HaJi HAMU, COBCEM HU3KO, TSKEJIO M MEIJIEHHO XJIONATIA OTPOMHBIE
KPbUIbsl. MBI J1eXkasu, IpUKaBIIKCh APYT K APYTY, a BBEPXY NApUJIO YTO-TO CTPAILIHOE JJa)Ke Ha 3BYK.

Hakonen menect kpblibeB ncues Baayu. Ml cenu. JIsH mocMoTpes Ha MeHs ¥ TUXO CKa3all:

— Vneren. K 6mxkarimeii GarHe.

— Hy u 310poBo, — elnie mioxo cooOpaskasi, OTBETUI .

— [a oH xe Hac yBuzen! — BAPYT BHIKpUKHYI JIsH. Y BCXHIHYII, SIBHO COOMPAsiCh Pa3peBEThCI.

Toxe MHe OTBaXKHBIM BOMH CKa304YHOM CTpaHbl. 51 CXBaTWII €T0 3a IUIeYO:

— JIsn! Onomuucs! CanuBath Ha1o!

—Yro?

— Bexarp, npanare... — f xoTen q06aBUTH «pBaTh KOI'TH», HO BCIIOMHIJI JIETAIOIX MOHCTPOB
U niepeyMat.

— Ila-na. — JIsH MrHOBEHHO pa3BIJI OYpHYIO AESTeIbHOCTb. 3aCyHYIT OfIESIO B CYMKY, OTKPBLT
nasIaTKy (CBET PH 3TOM MIHOBEHHO I10Tac), BHIKUHYJI CYMKY HapyKy. 113 TEMHOTBI JOXHYJIO XOJIOZIOM.

— BbIxonu, — cTporo, CI0BHO £ eajl YTO-TO HeNpUWiInYHoe, ckazall JIsH. S nmoxan mieyamu u
Ha OIIyTIb HAIIPABUJICS K BBIXOZY.

—Ilomoxnu. ..

MeHe B JIaJOHb JIeIJia XOJIOoIHAas THOKast JISHTA.

— Hagenn ouku.

— A 1H?

— Ho s xe 6yny B Kpbute! — ynusuiics JIsn.
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BeiOpaBimch U3 majaTku, sl IPHJIOKUI JICHTY K r1a3am. U B3aporayn. TeMa paccrynmnack. S
YBUJEJ XOJIMUCTYIO paBHUHY, OIOSICAHHYIO TOpaMH, pekue AepeBlia BOKpyr Hac. [TocMotpen BBepx
— W B3DJISIJL YTKHYJICS B HU3Koe cepoe He0o. Kakoe-To oueHb HM3KOE U TUIOTHOE, CJIOBHO OTJIMTOE
U3 CBUHIIA. 3aBsA3aB JICHTY Ha 3aTbUIKE, s MOKPYTUJICS HEMHOTO, IPOBEPsisl, IPOYHO JIM JepKaTcs
CTpaHHbIE «OUKW». HU4ero, HOpMaibHO JepKaarch. TO ObUT He MPUOOP HOYHOTO BUIEHHUS, KaK Te,
YTO MOKa3bIBAIOT B KMHO, — HY, KOIZa YeM TeIulee MPeIMET, TEM sSpue OH CBETUTCA... DTa IITyKa
IIPOCTO IpeBpalliajga Houb B CYMpakK.

3a Moeii ciuHOM pasfasicst Mopox. S oOepHycs U yBUIE!, Kak MaJieHbKast KpyIJias rajaTka
¢ JIsHOM BHYTpH B3/IpOTHYJIa M HaUasia cMUHATHCS. He mpocTo ynana, a chekuiach, OOTSHYB CTOSIB-
IIIer0 BHYTPH MaJIbYHUIIIKY, IPEBPATUBIIKCH BO YTO-TO BPOJie KOMOMHE30HA U TUIAIA OAHOBPEMEHHO.
Bnonb pyk JIsHa Tenepb cBUCAIM IMPOKUE YEpHBIE CKJIaIKU TKaHU. Kppuibs?!

JI3H nofoI1mieNn Ko MHe — repe/] I/1a3aMu y Hero ObLT MaJICHbKUI TTPO3pavHbIi IUTOK, HABEPHOE,
TOXE TO3BOJISIIONINI BUIETh B TEMHOTE, MOJ0OPAJI CBOIO CYMKY M O€3HA/IeKHO CKa3al:

— Huyero ne Boiiizer. Toi-To 6e3 Kpbuta. A memkom HaM He yOexaTb.

MeHns 311 cioBa pazo3nmwid. Eciam Obl 1 pa3mayMbiBal, ylacTcsl WIM HET yOexaTb, sl Tak U
ocTtaJicsi Obl BHU3Y AOKHUIAThCS YepHOro Oorusl.

— I'ne TBOI ropon?

JIsH mokosnedaicsi, MOTOM MaxHYJ PyKOW:

— Tam. Hapo nerets Haj pekoil... Hy a IOTOM €lIe UATH.

— Peka nanexo?

— INonuaca nememy. — JI3H ¢ HaJIekK 10U MOCMOTPENT HAa MeHs1. — Thl YTO-TO Mpuayma?

— He 3Hato, — ykyioHMsICA 91 OT OoTBeTa. — HO B KpaiiHem ciiydae Thl Be/lb MOXKEIlIb YJIETETh.

JI3H oTBepHyIICH.

— Hanbka. .. § norepsn Crapiiero He o CBOeil BUHE, KJISTHYCh.

— 41 Bep1o, — pacTepsIHHO CKa3all .

— Tak 3auem roBopwuIlib, YTO 51 MOTY TeOs1 OpOCUTH?!

SI ocTopokHO B3s11 €ro 3a pyky. 1o YepHO# TKaHbIO MaJIbIIB Ka3aIuCh KECTKUMU U HaIlpsi-
KEHHBIMHU.

— JIsH... Bpocek. 4 BoBce He 310 MMen B BUy. [IpocTo eciiv XOTh OAVMH MOXKET CIIACTUCh, TO. ..

— To1 661 MeHs GpocHT?

S omyctrn rmaza. Yto Obl s czienal, MosiBUCh B HeOe uepHble TeHu? Eciu Obl s1 MOT yIleTeTh, a
[OYTH HE3HAKOMBIA MHE MaJIbuMInKa — HeT? Yto Obl g caenan? He 3Hao.

K cuacTblo, JIoH NOHSAT MOE MOTYaHUE [T0-CBOEMY.

— Bor Buguis, [Janbka, — yBepeHHO cka3ai oH. — S toxe. [IpaBna.

— Iloitnem k peke, — npeayioxkui 5. — Hago Toponurscs.

W mb1 monuti. B oukax 310 OBUIO COBCEM HETPYIHO, U MUHYT Yepe3 ABAALATh Mbl BHIIUH K
oOpBIBECTOMY CKJIOHY. [Tof HamM TekJia peka.

Hopmasnbhas ropHas peka. O4eHb ObICTpasi, JOBOJIBHO Y3Kasi M C TOPYAIIMMU U3 BOIbI TaM U
TYT KaMHSIMHU.

Most reHuasibHas UJies cpasy Mokasajiach MHe nypaikod. Ho mokasars 310 JIaHy ObLIIO HUKAK
HeNb34. S moexuicsa u ckasal:

— M=l criyckaeMmcs K peke, TaM Thl IIpeBpallaelllb CBOM KOCTIOM B MAJNATKY. . .

— Bo ut0?

— B ykpbitue. OHO He nporyckaeTt Boay?

— Her, xoHeyHo!

— OmmuHOo. MBI B Hero 3abvpaemcsl, CTAJIKMBAEM B BOJY U TUIBIBEM 0 rOpofa.

— Jla? — HepoBepuuBo cripocu JIsH. — Kpblty mociie 3Toro KoHely npujer.

— Wnave oH mebe nipupet, OonBaH!

JI3H B31OXHYI.
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— JlagHo. XOThb cIuTaHupyo Hanocnenok. .. Lemnsiics, Crapimii!

Sl HeyBepeHHO MofoIeNl K HeMy CO CIUHBL. JI9H MHOTrO3HaYMTEIbHO MOKPYTUJ MajbleM y
BHUCKA!

— B TBOEM ropozie yXuTpsioTcs JeTaTh ¢ rpy30M Ha CriuHe?

— MBI BoOOI1IE HE JieTaeM C Tpy30M, — IPU3HAJICS 5.

— Torga cmotpm. ..

JIsH 3acTaBI MEHs TOBUCHYTh Ha HEM CIiepe/ii, 0OXBATHB PyKaMH 3a IIel0, a HOraMH 32 TOsIC.
B ameprkaHcKux 00€BHKax Tak BUCHYT HA OTBKHBIX MOJUIIEHCKHX CIIACEHHbIE U3 JIall TEPPOPHUCTOB
netu. Ho JIsH-TO He ObuT nonurieiickuM ¢ urypoit IlIBapuenerrepa. OH momaTeiBajcs, KOJIEHKU y
HEro SIBHO MOAruOaIMCh, HO OH BCE Xe MOAOIIEN K caMoMy Kpaio oOpbiBa. S1 IIsHYI uepes Tuievo, 1
MHE PacXoTeJIOCh Y4aCTBOBATh B 9TOM IKCIIEPHUMEHTE.

— JIsH, — Havan s1. Ho oH MeHs He ciymian. OH miarHyJs1 B MPoracTh.

3akpbIB 171a3a, s BIENWICA B JI9HA, Kak TOJOAHBIN KJIEIl B XUPHYIO codaky. 3a crimHoi JIsHa
TSDKEJIO XJIONAJIM KPbUThsi. MBI TO JIM TIaJjaliu, TO JIX BCE-TaKH JIeTeNH, YepT ero 3HaeT. JIsH Harpsires,
Y KPbUTbsI 3aXJIOMAM Yaiie. Mbl 3aMe/ITUIIN CITyCK, TOTOM HAC TPSXHYJIO.

— Cne3ait, — crporo ckaszai JIsH. U, He ynepkaBIIMch, pyXHyJl HA KAMHHU.

MsI crosutn y camoro Oepera Ha MOKpPbIX KaMHsX. [InaHMpoOBaJIM Mbl METPOB [BECTH, HE
MEHBIIIE.

— OtmuHO cnietenu, — ckaszai s, 1 JIsH pacuBen B yibiOke. — Hy urto, 6ynem mpodoBaths?

— bynem.

BOmm3u peka kazanach Kyga ObicTpee, HO OMHOBPEMEHHO U IIUpe, TaK YTO IIAHCH y HAC JeH-
CTBUTEJILHO ObLTM. MBI Pa3fOXWIN MaJaTKy-yYKpbITUE, CTAIUIA €€ Ha MEJIKOBOIbE, 3alpbIrHY/IN
BHYTPb ¥ 3aKPbLIH BX0[. [T0TOM HaM MpHUIIIOCH BbIJIE3aTh M OTTACKUBATD MAJIATKY JaJIblle OT Oepera,
MOTOM MBI MYYMJIUCh C MTPOIYCKAIOIIEH BOAY JBEPHIO. . .

Korzaa ykpeiTre nomisuio 6osiee Wi MeHee YCTOHYHMBO, 51 3a103aJ10 TOMHTepecoBasics y JIaHa:

— A BOJOIIA/IOB Ha 3TOW peKe HeT?

— Her, Tonbko noporu, — ycriokoun meHs JIsH.

Jlasibiiie Mbl TUTBUTM MOJTYA, TIePEeKaThIBAsICh TI0 MOKPOMY JTHY MaJIaTKH, HajeTas Apyr Ha JApyra,
BpPEMEHaMH BHITJISbIBAsI B KPOIIEUHOE OKOIIEUKO, KOTOpoe Ha KoMOMHEe30He JI9Ha ObLJIO OUKamH.
Kak M cTpaHHO, HO MUHYT Yepe3 MATh KaKIbli TOTYOK B JHO NMAJIATKH CTAJI BBI3BIBATh Y HAC HE CTPaX,
a JaIIb Becesblid cMex. He 3Hato, mouemy Tak xpadpuics JIsH. SI-To mpocTo He MOr BOCIPHHUMATD
npoucxofsiiee Bcepbe3. [IpocTo kinaccHbI aTTpakiroH. Tombko Obl ObicTpee BepHyIics CoTHeUHbIN
KOTEHOK U HaIllesl MeHsi. A B TOM, UTO OH HaiIeT, sl He CoOMHeBaJsIcsl. Bce-Taku oH ObUT BOMIIIEOHUKOM,
MYCTh U MaJICHBKHM.

[Tnbii MBI yaca 11Ba, pexae yeM JIsH cKazall, uTo y3HaeT OKPEeCTHOCTU TOpofa.

19



C. B. JlykbsiHeHKO. «Manbuuk u Tbma»

3. Knyo Crapmux

T'opon, rae xwun JIaH, MeHs nopasu.

[Nouemy-To 51 ObLIT yBEPEH, UTO TOPOJT OKAKETCS CIIPATAHHBIM TI0]] 3€MJIEH, UTO 3TO OYyAyT y3KHUE
ChIpbIE TIEHIEPBl C 3aMAaCKMPOBAaHHBIMU BXOJAMHU, Y KOTOPBIX JEKYPAT MpauHble TPOMUJIbI C OTPOM-
HBIMH MEYaMH B PyKax. A Mbl, IPOi/Isi HE OOJIBIIIE Yaca, BHIIUIA K CaMOMY OOBIKHOBEHHOMY T'OPOJIKY,
CTOSIILIEMY Ha XOJIMaxX M HUKaK He 3amackupoBaHHOMY. Hy j1aqHo, ceifuac-To HOUb — 5KYTKO JIJTMHHAS
MeCTHast HOUb. A OUKOB, MO3BOJISIIONIMX BUIETh B TEMHOTE, Y BParoB MokeT M He ObiTh. HO Kak ke
aaeM? Wnu nHeMm cyiecTBa U3 Mpaka He JIETaloT, OHU HouHble? Ho OHM ke BUAAT B TEMHOTE. . .

Epynpa kakas-to mosiydanack. Mbl 100paivch 10 caMOil OKpauHbl, HUKOTO HE BCTPETUB, U
TOJIBKO 3[1€Ch K HaM TOJOINUIM JBOE KPENKHX MapHe. Y OIHOro uepe3 miedo Oonrajcs apoaser, y
APYroro Ha mosice BUCE AJMHHBIA HOX. Onesk/1a Ha HUX Obl1a JOBOJIBHO OOBIYHAS: OPIOKU U KyPTKH,
HHUYETO MOXO0XKEro Ha CTPaHHbI KOMOMHE30H-KpbL10-yoexuine JIsHa. [Tapau ¢ m000IBITCTBOM OIJIs-
J€M MEHs1, XMBbIKHYJIM, TIOTOM ycTaBWIMCh Ha JIsHa. TOT cpa3y omnycTui mia3a, 3amMsuics M MOJaJIcs
KO MHE.

— IlpuBer, — Kak-TO 3alyM4YMBO, CIOBHO pelllasi, CTOUT JIK BOOOIIE 3/10pOBATHCS, MPOM3HEC
napeHs ¢ apoaIeToM.

— 3npasctByid, [loku, — ToporummBo ckaszai JIsn. — Kak B ropone?

— B ropone nHopmanbsHo. A rae tBoit Crapumii?

— Hac noiimanu, — ObIcTpo, HO COMBUMBO Havyasl JIsH. — MBI Tak JIpajmch, HO HAC TTOMMAJIH, a
MOTOM TMOTANMIIM B OarHio, 1 Kept ckazai, 4ToOsl 51 BBI3BAJI MIOMOIIb, @ CaM OTBJIEK JIeTsmux. . .

— A nouemy He HaoOopoT, JIsH? [Touemy He THI OTBIeKa1, 4TOOB KepT sietesn 3a momorpio?

— OH ke ny0xo seTajn! — oT4YasHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ JIsH. — Bel ke 3Haete, oH yxe Tskenslid! Kepr
TIOHSLJI, UTO EMY HE YWTH, U BEJIEJI MHE. . .

— Ipenynpexnaan s Kepra, 4To ¢ 3TUM COIUISIKOM OH BJIMITHET, — BCTYNWJI B pPa3roBOp MAapeHb
C HO’)OM. — B kako# GarHe Tl ero Opocui?

— ¢ He 6pocan!

— I'nme Kepr?

— B Kpymoit 6ame Ha Bocrounom xpe6te. Tam, rre. ..

— 3Haio. [To3aHo yke ero Belpy4arh — KepT JaBHO ¢ Humu. A 4TO 3a IpUAYpPKA Thl IPUBEJT?

TyT a1 He BblIepxkal. Takux KO3JIOB, KaK 3TU JBa NapHs, B CTapIIMX Kjaccax y Hac nosHo. U
€CJIM UM Cpa3y He JaTb OTIOp, TO OYyIeT TOJIBKO XyXke.

— [Ipunep:xu A3bIK, mectepka! — ckaszan s1. — M koHuail Hae3xath Ha JIsHa! Thl cIMITIKOM MHOTO
cTapaenibcsi IyMarth, TeOe 3TO BpeIHO!

[Mapuu ocrondenenw. [Torom Illoku nomoren KO MHE U TIPOLICAWIT:

— Kro tBO Crapmmii, napers? M Bo ckoibko OH TebOst ieHuT? MoxkeT, 51 1 HackpeOy Ha mrpad,
a?

— OH u3 zpyroro ropoaa, — HEOXUAAHHO BCTpsil JIsH. — Bee ero moru6mu, s obeman emy
3amuTy!

— Pa3 obemian — to yousath He OyzieM, — ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO cornacuics [loku. — He 3Hato TonbKo,
3a4eM OH HaM HYKeH. DTOT NAPEHEK yXUTPUJICS IIOTEPATH HE TOJIBKO cBOoero Crapliero, HO ¥ Opy:KHe,
u Kpbuio, Besip Tak?

— OH cam 6bu1 CTapmM B nape, — TuXo ckaszai JIsH. Bot TyT-To nmapHy yaMBUIUCH TIO-HACTO-
smemy. ToT, IMEHM KOTOPOTo s He 3HaJl, PACTEPSIHHO CIIPOCUJT Y MEHSI:

— JIsn He Bpet? [loarBepnu!

IToxoxe, Mmoero BpaHbst HUKTO He oxkujaain. Hy u nanHo.

— JIsn npag. S1 6pu1 CTapimM U ocTajcs OuH.

[TapHu Kak-TO CHUKJIM, U 51 PELIWJI 3aKPENUTh YCIEX:
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— A urto o opyxust 1 Kpbuta... Eciu Obl Th ObIT HA MOEM MecCTe, TO TIOTepsi1 Obl U TOJIOBY,
HE COMHEBarcsl.

Onu He criopum. Y HUKaK He MpoOoBaM nonmarh MeHs Ha Joku. Jlume [loku cripocun, a
1 TO €3 BCAKOM MOIO3PUTENIBHOCTH, SIBHO U3 JIIOOOMBITCTBA!

— Tel u3 kakoro ropoaa, Crapiuii, MPOCSAIINIA 3alUThI?

Hwu ¢ Toro Hu ¢ cero s coBpai:

— U3 MOCKBHI.

Mocksa npokaruna. Jla u oo qpyroil ropod nmpokatui Obl, s gymaro. Iloku KuBHYI 1
3asIBIJT:

— Bpone cibimian o TakoM. .. Tel mpujens Bedepom B Kity6?

S KMBHYJI, TOTOMY 4YTO Pyroro OTBeTa OT MEeHs SIBHO He kjaymu. U mornen Benen 3a JIsHOM,
KOTOPBIN YK€ ¢ MUHYTY JieJiajl MHE TJIa3aMU 3HaKHW: cBajiBaeM, Mojl. Ho Koria Mel OTOIUTM METPOB
Ha 1a1h, [1loku ere pa3 OKJIMKHYJI MEHS:

— 3i, Crapiuii U3 4yx)oro ropoja!

OOepHYBIINCH, 1 yCTABUIICS HA HETO.

— Th1 uTO, cobupaeibcs padorats ¢ JIsnom?

S1 BoOOIIIE errle HUYero He cCOOMpaICS M He Hares, 4To oTBeTuTh. [lloku qodaBumt:

— He coBerywo. OH Tpyc. Crunenis, kak Kepr. 1o Beuepa!

Mp1 aBuHYHCH Aajbiie. JISH MoJan, s Toke He 3HaJ, 4TO CKa3aTh. Bripouewm, BrieyaT/ieHUi
MHE XBaTaJIo U TaK, U I IOYTU cpasy 3a0bUT 00 STOM Pa3roBOpPe — CMOTPEJ IO CTOPOHAM.

Korpma s ckazait, uto ropoj OblT camblid OOBIYHBIH, s, KOHEYHO ke, He MMeJT B BUJIy Halll TOPO]I.
10T ObLT OOLIYHBIM UMEHHO JIJIS1 TAKOTO, CKA30YHOTO MUpa. ByJIblKHBIE MOCTOBBIC, M KAMEHHBIE TOMa
CO BCSIKMMU OallleHKaMu, TIOXOXKKe Ha MaJleHbKHe 3aMKH, U HECKOJIBKO CaMbIX HACTOSIIUX 3aMKOB,
npae/a, Baayieke. Tonbko Hapoaa He BUITHO.

— Huxkoro Her, — cam cebe ckazai 1.

— Tak mo3mHO yXke, MoKa ¢ pedsTaMu OOJTaIH, Yachl BOCEMb MTPOOUIIH, — TOPOILIMBO CKa3all
JI3H. — K10 B KJ1ydaX, KTO B cCOOOpE, KTO IO A0MaM pasoliiesics. Y Hac He JTOOST XOAUTh BeuepaMu.

ToJbKO Yepe3 HECKOIBbKO CEKYH/I 51 IoTep IO CMBIC/IA €ro CJIOB.

— Bocemb? Beuepa?

— Jla. MBI BCTPETHIIUCH YTPOM, TIOTOM THI CIIaJI, TIOTOM ITOKa T0OPaHCh. .. YTO-TO He Tak?

JI3H oueHb YK CyeTHJICs, HO sl ceiiyac He oOpaIal Ha 9T0 BHUMaHUs. Sl HAKOHEI[-TO MPU3HAJICS
ceOe B TOM, UTO MOHSUI yKe TaBHO. 3/iech HeT JHs. VI OH ecTh, HO HUYeM He OTJIMYAeTCs OT HOYU.

A 3HaunT, KOTEHOK He CMOXeT BepHYTh MeHsI JoMou. [la 1 XBaTUT JIK eMy CHJT OOJIeTETh MHUP,
pa3 noBcioy Thma?

— JIsH, MHe HyxeH HacTosiumii cBeT, — TUXO cKaza .

— Jla MBI IOYTH AONLTH, — OBICTPO ckazasl JIsH. — Ceifuac BKJIIOUMM CBET, CHUMEM OUKH. . .

OH He 3HaJ1, yTO Takoe Hacrodammii ceeT. Ero Henb3s BKIIIOYUTD.

— JIsH, JI3H... — mpobopmoTan 5. — Thl Obl 3HAN, KaK S BIIUII.

— MpI npunuig, — Bpa3 U3MEHUBIIAMCS ToJIocoM ckazaul JIsH. OH TMofoIeN K ABYX3TaKHOMY
JIOMY C BBICOKOW KPYIJIOW OAIlleHKOW M OTKPBUT BHIXOASAIIYIO MPSMO Ha YJIUIY JEPEBSHHYIO JIBEPb.
Ona Obl1a oxoka Ha Ty, [lotaeHHYyI0, Yepe3 KOTopyio Mbl ¢ COHEUHBIM KOTEHKOM CIOfIa TIPHIILIH,
Y MHE CTaJIO ellle TOCKJINBEe.

— Hait pyky, — cka3an JIsH, U s 3aMeTHJI, 9TO Y Hero IPOKUT rojioc. — [TycTs aBeph TeOs1 3armom-
HUT... Jlaxe ecv Thl mepeyMall.

S1 He moHSII, HO PYKY Aaj. JISH MPUIIOKUIT MOIO JIaJIOHb K OPOH30BOM pyUKe, CBEPXY MOIOKHII
CBOIO JIaJIoHb. 1 THXO ckazai:

— 3to apyr. OH Bceraa MOXeT BOUTH.

— KiaccHele y Bac 3aMKH, — CKa3aJ s, KOra Mbl BOIIUTM M 3aKPBUTA IBEPb.
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— He y Bcex, Tonpko y Hac, Kppuiareix, — paccessHHO ckazai JIsH. XJI0MHy1 B JIaIoMu, U B
KOMHATe BCIIBIXHYJIM SIPKMM CBETOM OeJible CTEeKJIsSIHHbIe mapbl. He anexkTpuieckue — HUKakux Mmpo-
BOJIOB OT HUX HE IO, — HO BCE PaBHO 3A0POBO. f CHsT 0uKH, JI9H CTSAHY CBOM KOMOMHE30H, TOTOM
32 JyMYMBO NIOCMOTPE Ha MEHS.

— Cnymait, [Janbka, s1 661 TeOe gan onexay Kepra, Tol ke Oymerp CrapiimM, a eMy yxe He
MOHAJ0OUTCsI, HO OH Ky/a 3710poBee. .. MokeT, MoKa MO0 BO3bMeIIIb?

— JlaBaii, — cormacusics i, O3Upasichb.

Komnara, Kyna Mbl BOIIUTM TPSIMO C YJHUIBI, OblJTa O'POMHOM, HABEPHOE, BECh MEPBBIN ITaX
3aHMMaJa, W BHIIsieNna oueHb 3a0aBHO. [locpeanHe — KpyIJiblid CTOJ, BOKPYT HECKOJBKO MSATKHX
Kpeces —3TO Bce HOPMaIbHO. 3ato B0k cTeH! CIoBHO coOpaiy MeOelb M3 CAMBIX Pa3HbIX MOMeIIle-
HUI U ycTaHOBUJIM 110 niepumetpy. IlIkadbl ¢ KHMraMy 1 MATKUi TMBaH CO CTOJIMKOM; KOBEP C HaBa-
JIEHHBIMH Ha HETO MOIYIIKAMHU; IPYOBI CTOJ C KOJIOAMH M PETOPTaMH, a Ha/l HUM, B IIKa(uuKe, Kyda
BCSIKMX XMMMKATOB; YaCTh CTEHBI YBEIlIaHa BCSIKUM XOJIOAHBIM OpYXHEM — HOXKaMHU, MedaMu, apOa-
JIETaMU ¥ COBCEM HETIOHSATHBIMU MITYKaMH; KAKOK-TO MY3bIKQJIBHBIN MHCTPYMEHT BPOJIE MAJICHBKOTO
MUAHKMHO. .. a, BCTIOMHWII, KQXETCs1, KJIABECUH; OTPOMHBIN aKBapUyM C SIPKUMH PHIOKaMH; KAPTUHBI
Ha CTeHe, a MOJl HUMH — 33/IEpHYTHII TKaHbIO MOJIbOEPT. . .

Kaprunsl s paccMoTpers He ycnes, Ko MHe nogoiesn JIsH ¢ ogexod. MpauHoBaTol Takou
OZIC)KMOM: Cepblii KOCTIOM, B KAaKHMX TOJBKO IOHBIE BYHIEPKUHIBI-CKPUIIAYM BBICTYIAIOT, Oenas
pyOariika 1 CBeTJIO-CUHUI TaJICTYK.

— ITlukapHas KOMHaTa, — YECTHO CKa3all fl.

JIsH ropzo yneIOHYIICS ¥ IPOTSIHYJI MHE OIIEKLY.

— A pyroro HUYEro HeT? — HEYBEPEHHO MOMHTEPECOBAJICH 1.

— T ke B Kity0 ugenib. Y Hac MogoKeHO Tak. . .

— fcno. Hy, y Hac He Tak cTporo, — Havas s BHIKpyunBaThest. Ho JIsH Ha 3T0 0c000ro BHUMAaHUS
He oOparman. OH MsiJIcs, TOTOM PacKpbLT POT, HO CKa3all IBHO HE TO, YTO COOMPAJICS:

— Bannas — tam, Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, Iie CriayibHA. Moxelb BHIOUpath modyio komHary, Kepra
WJIA MOIO, BCE PABHO.

— A TBOM poauTenu He OyIyT NMPOTUB? — HA BCSAKUM CITydail CIIPOCHI 1.

JI3H BbITyunsI m1a3a:

— Popurenu? §1 sxxe KpputaThiii u... ¥ TeMm Oojiee mara JaBHO KCYe3, a MaMa PEeKO 3aXOIuT.

— Ha, s momes, — 3acyeTusics s, 4yBCTBYs, UTO MPOKAIBIBAIOCH, U HATIPABUJICA K JIECTHHUIIE, UTO
BeJla Ha BTOPOM 3TaX.

— Jlanbka! — okymkHY1 MeHs JIsH. Pe3ko, cIOBHO BIIpYT cOOpaJICS C TyXOM.

—Yro?

— 41 B mapy He HaBsI3bIBAIOCh, He TyMaid. Ecim Xouers BHIOpaTh APYroro napTHepa, s IOMOry.
Toneko [oku Bee Bpan, He nymait. 51 He Tpyc. U Kepra s He Gpocai.

Yro TyT MOKHO ObLIO cKa3aTh? $1 B X B3aMMOOTHOIIEHUSIX TIOHUMaJ MEHbIIIE, YeM B 3BAHUSIX
KyBeiTckoy apmuu. Ho JI3H cTosi u cMoTpesn Ha MeHs1 ¢ TaKUM BUJIOM, CJIOBHO OT MOMX CJIOB BCS €70
cyapOa peranack. He roBoputh ke emy, yTo HUKakoi s He Crapiimid, TeM 6osiee — He KpbuiaThiid.

— Muaammid, Haii i1 9ero-HuOy/Ib MoXkeBaTh, a? — nmornpocu . M JIsH cpa3y pocusit 1 KUBHYL.

Bannyio 51 Hamien 6e3 Tpyaa, XJIOMHYII B JIAOIIN, OT YEro TYT ke BKJIIOYUJICS CBET, U ITPUCBHUCT-
HYJL

Hudero ce6e. Lensiit ManeHnbkuil Oacceiin. U 1Be ToncTeHHBIE TPYOHI C KpaHAMU: Topsiyas u
XOJIOZIHasl BOJA.

Sl BKIJIIOUMIT BOALY MTOCHIIBHEE, PA3/IesICs, YTO B MOEM MOJIOAKEHUM MHOTO BPEMEHU HE 3aHSJI0, U
3a0pavics B ropsiayio Boay. Kiacc! D10 He Gerath B OIHUX Tpycax IO ropam, Mps4ach OT KaKUX-TO
HETIOHATHBIX MOHCTPOB. Kak Obl BeyauTh U3 JI9Ha Bcio nH(pOpMaIuio, Aa emie Tak, YToObl OH HUYEro
He 3arofo3pui?
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BnaxkeHCTBOBAI s1 IOBOJIBHO JIOJITO, TOTOM TIOHSUI, UTO BOT-BOT 3aCHY, BBITEPCS IEPBBIM TOMAaB-
IIIAMCS IOl PYKY TOJIOTEHIIEM U OfeJICS B «KJIyOHBI» KOCTIOM. Huuero, ToJbKO B IjIedax MuIkKak
HEMHOT'0 JKaJl ¥ TJICTYK sl TaK M He CMOT 3aBs13aTh. CITyCTUBIIMCH BHU3, s1 OOHApY: KXW, 4To JI9H Hape-
3aJ1 ey ropy OyTepOpoIoB ¢ MSCOM, a MOCPEIU CTONA IMOCTABHJI OOJIBIIYI0 OYTHUIb C KAKHMM-TO
OpaHKEeBbIM COKOM.

CoBcem 310poBo. ToJIbKO MOECTh MHE HE YAAJIOCh, MOTOMY 4TO JISH OBICTpO CKa3al:

— IanbKa, TH yxe onasabiBaenib B Kiry0. be3 nstu neBsts.

OH TOXe OBUT B KOCTIOME, TOJILKO OesioM, 1 6e3 BCSAKOro rajictyka. IlepexBaTvB MoW B3IJISI,
JIsH 0OBsICHUII:

— 41 Toxe B Kity0, Heyno6HO nocsie BeuleTa He puiTH. YT, rajnctyk?

OH 3a0pai y MeHsI 9Ty camylo JypalKylo 4acTh rapaepoda, IUTIOXHYJICS B KPECo, HAaKUHYT
raJICTyK Ha KOJIEHO U CTaJl 3aBSI3bIBATh.

— Kepr Toxe He ymen 3aBsi3biBath. Hy, ymen, ToJIbKO He JOOWII, MEHS BCETAa 3aCTaBIIsLL.

ITO «3aCTaBJIsUI» MEHsI HEMPUATHO Pe3aHyJio.

— BbI ¢ HUM ObUTH IpY3bAME?

— Mm1? Hy, B o6uiem, na. Mbl e napTHEPHI. ...

VrnyOnarbest B paccipochl 51 He cTajl. JI9H cripaBuiIcs ¢ TaJICTyKOM, TTOMOT MHE 3aTsSIHYTh €ro
Ha 111ee, KpUTUYECKU OCMOTpENT U KUBHYJI:

— Ioiiger. CMenIHoO, KOHEYHO, HO 3TO MOTOMY, UTO ThI 711 CTapIiiero CIuimKoM MOJIOIOMN. . .

JIsH 3anHysCcs ¥ BAPYT MOJHSUT Ha MeHs 11a3a. OueHb Cepbe3HO CITPOCHIT:

— IanbKa, Tl AeiicTBUTENbHO ObUT CTapimmm?

Otcrynarh ObUIO TIO3JHO:

— KoneuHo. A 4ero Tbl cripaiivBaenib?

JIsH paccrnabuics:

— ¥ Hac 3a Takoit o6MaH youBaioT. BOT... s ucmyrascs.

[penects. S BAPYT MOHS, YTO, HECMOTPSI HA CBETSIIMECS IAPHI U TOPSIYIO BOIY, BOKPYT BCe-
TaKW CPEIHEBEKOBbE.

— ¥V Hac He Tak CTPOro, — 3aCTaBwJI s ceOsl yIBIOHYThCA. — Pa3Be UTo 110 HaMbLIAT.

— Her, y Hac BemaioT To/bKO NpeaaTenei, — He MmoHsuT MeHs JIsH. — OOMaHIIMKOB yOMBAIOT
MedoM. — OH OTBeJ B3IJIsI]I, MOKOIeOasIcs, HO Bee ke n00aBui: — Ml TpycoB TOXe.

— A 1e0s1 MOTYT OOBSIBUTH TPYCOM? — HEOKUIAHHO CIIPOCHIT 1.

JI3H B3npOrHym:

— Tsl e B35J1 MeHs B TApTHEPHL. 3HAYUT, MOPYUHIICS, UTO 5 HE TPYC.

Bor kak. 4 nogymai u ckazan:

— A s cMor 32 TeOs1 TOPYYUThCS, TOTOMY UTO ThI TOPYYHIICS 32 MeHs, ooOemian 3amuTy. Tak?

- Taxk...

— Kimacc. Kpyrosas nopyka.

Ha JIsna *kanko OblJI0 CMOTPETh. 1 He BBIIEPKAT U CIIPOCHIT:

— MpI He onozfaem?

— JTuxoe kpbuto! — HENOHATHO BeIpyraiics JIsH. — bexum!

N mbt panymu u3 goma. Ha xony JIsH oObsicHII MHe gopory oOpatHo u3 KiyOa, s BHauase
HE MOHMMAJI, 324€M OH 3TO JEJAeT, IIOTOM CITPOCHIL:

— T Benp TOKe B Kityd, BMecTe noiiaem oOpartHo. . .

— 4 B Ham, qig Miagmmx, — ¢ JIeTKUM yauBieHueM oObsicHWI JIsH. — CTpaHHBIA ropoj
MockBa, Bce y Bac Mo-Apyromy.

— DTO TOYHO, — IPU3HAJICA 51, XOT$, €CJIM YeCTHO, B MOCKBe He ObIBaJl HU pasy.

— Moxert, MHe TeOsl Mook aaTh Y Bxoa? — npeioxui JIsH. — $1 mopansIie yimay. ..
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— Huuero, pa3zdepych, — otmMaxHyJics . [Ipoucxosinee MHe HDaBUJIOCh BCe MEHbITIE U MEHbIIIE.
He T0 ap™meiickue y HUX TYT MOPSAIKHU, HE TO BOOOIE TIopeMHble. U elle Ko BceMy BeYHbI MpaK U
mycrora Ha ynunax. KyTs!

— Bor Bam Kny6. — JI3H TKHYJI majblieM B OrPOMHBIN KpacHWBHIA IOM Ha IPYyrod CTOpOHE
ymuiiel. Ham oMoM Topuaa BbICOKast OaIrHsl, YTo JIeajio ero MOXOKUM Ha BOCTOUHYIO MEYeTh. —
Haiu nanbie, nea kBaprasia u HajneBo. 51 noiay?

— Wan.

— Teb6s TouHO He KaTh?

— JIoH, koHYail! — He Bbiaepxkan 5. W JIsH TyT ke npekpaTuil 3aucKuBaTh, HEYBEPEHHO MOKaJl
MHE PyKy 1 nodexan no yauie. BoeicTpo modexasn, HaBepHOe, 310POBO oma3isiBal B cBoil Kity0.

[pesx e yem BONTHU B 3[1aHKE, S CHSLT OUKU M TIOCTOSUT, BIJISIBIBASICh B TeMHOTY. Hu 13 ofHOTO
OKHa He TaJIaJio JIa)ke JIyduKa CBeTa, OUepTaHUsl JOMOB YTaIbIBAJIMCh IIIECTHIM YyBCTBOM, a HE 3pe-
HUEM, HO 51 BCE JKe ITOCTOsLT, BRIICKUBAas B HeOe CBeTsAIIyIocs TOUKY — CotHeuHOro KoTeHka. M Huuero
He yBujen. Torma s HaOpas B rpy/ib MOOOJbIE BO3AyXa M TOIKHYI ABeph Kiyoa.

Bort 31ech Bce okazanoch TakuM, Kak s M O3KUAaJ. 3aJl CO CTOIMKaMU, KpeciaMu, CTOMKOM, Kak
B Oape. TyT ObLIO YeIOBEK TPU/LIATh, ¥ Bce Mosofple. JleT, HaBepHOe, OT MATHALATH A0 JIBA/IIATH.
[Tpu MoeM TNOSIBJICHUU OHM MPEKPATHII Pa3roBapyBaTh, M BCe B3MJISAIBl YCTPEMIUIMCH HA MEHSI.

S momyman u mopnoren K crovike. IHTEpecHO, HaJo 371eCh TUIATUTh WM HeT? 3a CTOMKOUM ObLI
napeHb JIET CEeMHAIIATH, CKyYalouii B KOMIIAHUU OyTBUIOK U KyBIIMHOB. OYeHb OJIeHBINA U XY/I0-
I[aBBI, YTO SIBHO OBUIO MECTHOM TPAIUIIACH.

— Buna? — npuBeT/IMBO yJIBIOHYJICS OH.

Hammutbcst MHE TONTBKO He XBaTasio. $1 MoMOTas rojIoBOM.

— Coka.

— U Tonpko? Kakoro?

— JIro6oro.

[MoxaB muieyamu, OH HaJIMJ MHE OOJBIIOW CTEKJISHHBIM CTaKaH SIPKO-KEITOW KUAKOCTH.
[ToToM, CJIOBHO BHE3aIHO MPO3peBast, BOCKJIUKHYJT:

— Ilocroii! Tl ke HoBblit Crapimii, npuieamii ¢ Muaammm JIsaom!

— Jla, — octopoxxHO corylacwiics 5. Hazpesast mogBox.

— OtmuHo. — [lapeHsb cran craruBaTh ¢ cedsl [IBETACTHI OpaHXkeBbId (hapTyK. — 3HAUUT, ThI
3aHUMaelTh MOe MeCTO. Y Hac Tak NMpuHATO. He 3a0y/ib BBIMBITH TIOJIBI, KOTJA BCE Pa3OMIyTCH, H. ..

S nocMotpen B 3ai1. Bee SBHO HACIaXJaIMCh CIIEKTAKJIEM.

— IyTumsp, — ¢ camoil MUJION YJIBIOKOW CKas3all 51 M Tolien ot ctoiku. [lapeHs cranm momya
HaJieBaTh (DAPTYK — 3HAYUT, S BCE CJIeJIas TPABUIIBHO.

— Jlanbka!

[NoBepHyBIIMCH Ha TOJNOC, 5 yBUeT [1loku, cCUASIIero 3a CTOMKOM y KaMUHA BMECTe C JIBYMSI
APyrUMU TIapHAMU. Bce OHM BBITJISACN JIeT Ha JBAAIATh, MAKCUMAJILHBIA CPEy MPHUCYTCTBYIONIUX
BO3pPACT, 1 Ka3aJIMCh MOPSAAKOM HCTOIEHHBIMUA. OUH KypWIT JJTMHHYIO CUTApeTy, U 51 IOYyBCTBOBAJT
3arax JibiMa — CTPaHHBIN, CJIaJJKOBATHIM, HE TOXOKUI HA TAOAYHYIO BOHb.

Hapno xe, uMms Kak-To y3HaJM. ..

— Camuch ¢ Hamu! — mpogorkai [loku. OTKa3bIBaTLCS CMBICTIA HE OBLIO, U S CEJT 3a UX CTOJMK
Ha cBOOOIHOE MecTo, HarpoTuB ITloku.

— Kak te6e nam Kiry6?

A noxai niedyamu.

— A ropon?

S yneiOoHynCs.

[Moku nokayas rojoBoii:

— Jla, pazroBopumBbIM TeOs1 He Ha3oBelb. Huuero, [lanbka, 51 mo3adb04ych, 4ToObI TeOs HE 00U-
Kamy. Thl CIMIIIKOM MaJICHbKHIA. .. HA BUJI. .. BOT B 4eM mpoodiema.
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OTMamunBaThes Aajblie ObUIO TPYIHO, U 5 CKa3a:

— 3Hato. Huuero, 3To npoitzer.

— K coxanenuto, npouzet, — B31oxHy1 [loku. — Tel He aypak, [laHpka, 1 MOHUMAEIllb, B 4YeM
neno. $, Harpumep, yKe CMUPWIICS, YTO JIETaTh MHE OCTaJ0Ch OT CWJIbl mojirozaa. I'Har u Auk, —
OH B3IJISIHYJI HA CBOMX COCEJIel, — TOKE TO MOHUMAIOT. XOTh U JIE3yT BOH U3 KOXKHU, YTOOBI BEC HE
HaOpaTh. A MHOTHX TBOe TosiBJieHHe 3ajeo. Kak ke Tak, Tol yxke Crapiivii u OyJiels jeTarh eIe
MHOT0 JIeT. A ¥X BpeMsl MOAXOIUT K KOHILY, 1 HUYero ¢ STUM He IojiesIaelllb.

Haxkoneni-To s nossut, B 4eMm jies10. Kpbliibsi He MO MOJHSATH B3POCIIOTO, BOT TIOYEMY 3/1€Ch
JIETAJIM U CPAKAIUCH C TBAPSIMU U3 Mpaka TOJILKO JIETU U MOAPOCTKHU.

[TousatHo u nouemy Crapime Tak oTHOcATCA K Muagmmm. VX Bpemsi IpoXOauT, a UM ellie
xouetcst umeTh Kpbuibs. HesicHO TosbKO, ueM ke B 3TOM MUpPe 3aHUMAIOTCsI B3POCIIbIE.

— JlaHbKa. ..

S mocmotrpen Ha [okwu.

— Tol caenan JIsHa cBouM napTHEPOM ?

- Ja.

— He ommi6uce, [lanbka. He Tebe 0ObsACHATH, 4TO Takoe napTHep. A JIsH, Bo-niepBbIX, Tpyc. He
3aBOIIUCH, S TIOHMUMAIO, OH MOMOT TeOe, Koraa Thl okazayics 6e3 Kpbuta, 6e3 opyxus, 6e3 noma. Ho
IJISI HETO B 9TOM OBbUIA CBOSI BBITO/IA, TIOBEPb.

S oTxneGHy coka u3 crakaHa. O4yeHb Kucoro. JIMMoHHBIH, uto u? [lake CKYJIbl CBOTHUIIO.

— Bo-Bropbix, JI3H mioxoi 6oei. OH MpeKpacHo JIETaeT U CrocoOeH yaparh OT Jiioooro Jlets-
miero. Ho Mel ke HageBaeM Kpbutbst He 71 TOTO, YTOOBI YIUPATh.

S mpONOKMII CeaHC caMOMYU€eHHs, OTIIUB €IlEe COKa.

— U B-Tperpux, — xkectko npoposkui [loku, — Bl ¢ JIsHOM 1o Bo3pacTty poBecHuku. bosnee
WM MEeHee poBecHUKU. Yepe3 qBa-Tpu rofa oH craHer CrapiiyM, eciid, KOHEUHO, Thl 32 9TO BpeMs
He TIOruOHeIb ¥ Mbl HE CMOXEM C HUM pa3o0pathces 1o 3aciyram. Tede npuaercs MeHsTh HapTHepa.
3avem 31u rpodaembi? f Haiiy Tebe XOpoIero napHs, KOTopsli Tonbko pumepuit Kpeuto. M mo3a-
604ych, YTOOBI BB HE TIOTAAJIA HA OMACHBIE 3a/IaHUs, TIOKA TBOW MapTHEp He OKpernHeT. Miet?

$1 Mmorgas, neas Cok.

— Bno6asok, [lanbka, JIsH Hetoro OyaeT MocayiHbM U BexJuBbIM. Ceituac oH pajl yxke ToMy,
YTO criaces 1 ot JIeTSmux, ¥ OT Haiero HakaszaHus. Yepes mapy JHEH OH PeruT, YTO MOTIUHSITHCS
POBECHHKY HeT ocodoro cMbicia. Tebe udo mpuaeTcst BHIOMBATh U3 HETo My pb, Kak jenan Kepr, muoo
CMHPUTBLCS C HEIOKOPHBIM MapTHepoM. MHe KaxeTcs, 9YTo Tebe He XOUeTCst HU TOro, HA APYToro.

[Hloku He Bpa, s 310 yyBcTBOBal1. OH TOBOPHJI TO, BO YTO BEPW, ¥ JIUIIL MOTOMY, UTO $
ObLT yeM-To eMy cumrmiatuueH. U ciosa ero crousno o6aymars. I1laHCOB BepHYThCSI JOMOM Yy MEHs
OCTaBAJIOCh BCE MEHBIIIE ¥ MEHbITIe, U eCJIN YK TPUACTCS 3/1eCh KUTh. .. KAKOS-TO BPEMs. .. TO CTOUT
MIPUCITYIIUBATHCS K JOOPHIM COBETaM.

JI3H, KoHeuHo, MeHs criac. Ho u 51 ero Toxxe. A BHavyajie OH BOOOIIe XOTe] MeHsI yOUTb.

W ecnu s ceituac BeIOepy ceGe Ipyroro maptHepa, To. ..

— MHe ouenb xaib, [loku, — ckazain s, g eMy B [Jia3a.

OH KMBHYJI:

— 4 Tak u nyman. Ho nomxken Obu1 mpenynpenuts. Tel MHe HpaBuiibes, Janbka. Bynb Te1 Muaj-
MM, s B35UT ObI TeOsI B TIapTHEPBI.

S He ycnien OTBETUThH HA STOT HEOKHUJIAHHBI KOMIUIUMEHT, IOTOMY 4TO MEHSI TIOXJIOMAJIH TI0
riedy. He cimimkom BeXJIMBO, CKopee TpeOOBaTebHO.

3a Moel CIUHOM CTOsUT TOT MapeHb, UTO BCTpeTU Hac Ha okpauHe Bmecte ¢ [lloku. U B3misa
y Hero ObUT TAaKOW MYTHBIH, UTO Cpa3y CTaJo SICHO: OH IMUJI HE COK.

— Tot ouens mononon Crapmuii, [laHpKa, — ¢ BAJION YABIOKOM CKa3asl OH.

Bokpyr MrHOBEHHO HACTYyNUJIa TUIIMHA. S1 TOCMOTpeNT Ha TapHs, Ha €ro TeCHBIH, TOMOPIINB-
IITAIACS KOCTIOM — OH SIBHO IBITAJICS BHIIJISETh MEeHee KPYITHBIM, 4eM ObLT Ha camMoM fejte. M ckazan:
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— A Tb1 04eHb B3pociblil CTapiiuii.

On nomopuics. § ynapui B ero 601pHOE MeCTo.

— ThI yBepeH, 4To cMOXellb MOCTosATh 3a ceds1, Crapumii Janbka?

— Ja.

Mens crayia OUTh MeJIKasi IPOoKb. XOPOIIIO eIlie, YTO U3HYTPH, HE3aMETHO ISl JPYTHX.

— ThI prCKHEIIb YIOKUTH MEHS?

— IIpsamo ceityac? — TUXO CIIPOCHII £1.

— [Touemy Ob1 1 HET?

Korga s xonun Ha aiikuo, 3ToMy yaapy Hac oOyvaad BHE IPOrpamMMbl, B camoM Havase. Ha
TOT CJTy4aid, €CJIM KaKOH-HUOYIb CTPAHHBIN Is1/151 HAYHET 3HAKOMUTbHCS C HAMHU B TEMHOM TIOABOPOTHE.
He BcraBasg, s ynapui.

[Tapensb cnoxuiics nononam, Jepxach 3a nax. S1 BBICKOYMJI U3-32 CTOJIa, OPOKMHYB CTaKaH C
KHCJIBIM COKOM, U 3aMep. Moil IPOTUBHUK MEJIEHHO PaclIpsIMUIICS U ITPOLIMIIE:

— 51 TeOs KOHUY ...

K0 e ObeT co Bcero pazmaxy, 0COOCHHO eCJIU IIPOTHUBHUK 3HaeT alikuno? §1 yKJIoHwuIcs, iepe-
XBaTbIBasl €r0 PyKy M Clerka MOAIpPaBsis NoleT NPOoTUBHUKA. OH KpacuBO MPOCKOYMII MUMO CTO-
JIMKa U BPE3aJiCsl TOJIOBOU B KEJIE3HYI0 KAMUHHYIO PEILETKY.

[Nocrne Takoro BCTAlOT JIMIIb B KUTAHCKKUX KapaTyibHUKaX. [lapeHb sIBHO MX HE CMOTpEJI U BCTa-
BaTh He NbITasicsl. OroHb B KAMUHE ObLT )KapKHUM, €r0 BOJIOCHI Cpa3y ke Hayasll TUXO MOTPECKUBATh.

— Hagno orramurs, noka He 3aropeicsi, — cKa3all s, yCaKUBasiCh.

TurmmHa no-npexxHeMy Obuta rpodosast. I1Ioku B3sJT CBOM CTakaH ¢ OCTaTKaMH BHHA, OTXJIEO-
HYJI ¥ TIPOTsIHYJI MHE. f1, He pa3myMbIBasi, INIOTHYI. BHHO OKa3aJoch KHUCIIBIM U CITAa0CHBKUM, KakK
IIaMIIaHCKOE.

— OH Tenepb TBOM, — HeTOpOIUTMBO cka3zai [lloku. — Pa3pemaens ero orramurs?

S kuBHy. CTpax MeJIEHHO IPOXOIUIL.

— I'nar, — Illoku KMBHYJ CBOEMy cocelly, — CIacu 3TOro uauora. EMy e 3aBTpa B BbUIET.

I'Har, He 0COOEHHO TOPOITSICh, OTTAIINI «UIMOTa» OT KAMUHA U YJIOXKUI B YIITY.

— Iymaio, 4acTb mpoOJIeM Thl OTJIOKHUII, — C MOOIIPUTEIbHOM HOTKOH ckazan loku. — Kaxo,
4yTO Tl He MaaImmii.

— Tak nony4usnock, — 4ecTHO ckazai si. — MHe nopa, [lloku. Moit Mnaammii sxaet MeHsl.

[loku MoT4a KUBHYI, U 51, OOJIBIIe HU C KEM He TPoInasich, Buien u3 Kiryda Crapimx.
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4. BozBpamenue Korenka

Jlo cBoero HOBOro goMa s JoOpaicsi, OYTH He 3aruTyTaB 1o gopore. Moero Muasiero erie
He ObLIO, HO ABEPb MOCIYIIIHO OTKPBLIACh, €Ba sI KOCHYJICS PYYKH.

Korga s yBuzmen cton ¢ MeajieHHO 4epCTBEIOIMME OyTepOpoaMu, MOe YeCTHOE HaMepeHHUe
noxaareest JISHa M MOYKMHATh BMECTe KyAa-TO JIeJoch. §l clioman He MeHbINe TOJOBUHBI, BBITUT
MIOYTH BECh COK U3 OyTHUIM U pa3BaJIMIICS MOynoOHee B Kpecie. IHTepecHO, OHM TyT Bceraa muTa-
I0TCS CyXUM TakoM? Vi kIyT mpuxojia Mambl, KOTOpasi KOPMUT IOHBIX 3aIIMTHUKOB OOPIIOM U
KOTJIETAMH, CTUPAET UM PyOaIlKH, TIaJAUT KOCTIOMYMKHU 1 yIAJISIeTCs] B HEM3BECTHOM HaIpaBJICHUH ?

S ppIpKHYI, OlIeHUBast KOMU3M cuTyaluu. Tak, mofgonaeM-Ka K CKa304HOMY MUpY, TJie 51 OKa-
3aJICsl, JIOTHYECKH.

TyT BeuHast HOUb. ITO, KOHEYHO, IIPOMCKH TEMHBIX CHJI, HA TO OHHM U TeMHbIe, BepHO? B kaue-
CTBE TEMHBIX CHJI BBICTYTIAIOT JIeTsIue — TBapy U3 Mpaka. ..

Ho ezBa 51 BCHOMHWIT XJIONIaHbE KPBUIBLEB BO ThME M MPaK, KOTOPBIX ObLIT TEMHEE HOUH, LTy TUTh
MHE Cpa3y pacxoTesoch. Sl HEBOJBHO MOEKWIICS U JTAJIbIIE JyMall CePhe3HO.

Ectb ropona, B KOTOpBIX KUBYT JIIOAU. Y Jmofiel ectb Kpbliibsl, KOTOpbIE MO3BOJISIIOT CpaXaThCsl
c Jlersimu, HO Kpbuibsi MOMHUMAIOT JIUIITL TOAPOCTKOB. [10aTOMY OHM 1 BotooT. Jlornuno? BriosiHe.

A urto genaoT B3pocibie? Buaumo, 3aHMMAOTCS MEHEe POMAHTUYHBIMH JeJlaMH: CTPOSIT,
TAIIyT, CeIoT. .. YTO CeloT, 311ech ke HeT cBeTa? Bripouem, TpaBa 1 iepeBbsi yXUTPSIIOTCS KaK-TO PacTH,
MOJET, U TIIIEHHIIa TPUCITOCOOMIach. S IoBepTeN B pyKax eire oauH OyTepOpoj, XJaed BBIIIs I
BITOJTHE OOBIYHBIM.

[oiinem naneire. Komy Bce 310 BhirogHo? Kro 3neck nmodexmaer? Jlersmme? Bpone Obl ux
B ropojie He ocobeHHO OosTcs. Bripouewm, 3a npenenamu ropoga Kpbinateie THOHYT, 9TO yX&e SICHO.
BoiiHa y HUX TYT 3aluia B TYNHK, Cpa3y BUAHO. BBHIXOIUT, HY’)KHO KaK-TO JJOrOBOpUThC ¢ JleTsammmu
Y CBECTH [JIEJIO K MHPY.

W s BosiHe Mory 3TO clienaTh, MOTOMY YTO MPHIIEN U3 IPYTOro MUpa ¥ CMOTPIO Ha BCE CBEKUM
B3IJISIIOM.

S He ycren TOMKOM HacIaguThCsl CBOMMHM BEPHBIMU M ONTUMHUCTUYECKUMHU JIOTAIKaMH, KakK
ABEpb XJIOMHYNA U B IoM BOexan JIoH.

— 3a 106011 roHsATCS? — {1 HEBOIBLHO MOIHSIICH.

— 3a mHoi? Her, nipocto s cnenmi. — JISH MofoIeN, yceics psijioM U OOBbSCHWI: — 3arie
B Bal Kity0, MHe ckazanu, 4to Tel ymien. 1 momyman, Bapyr Th 3arutyTai... [laneka, B KinyOe Bce
HOPMAJILHO IMPONLIO?

— Ilouemy ThI cripammBaenis?

— Tam Ha MeHsI TaK TOCMOTPEJH. .. CTPAHHO. .. — JI3H noesxusics. — Thl HU C KeM He ccopuiicsi?

— Ccopwucs.

— C xem?

— 41 He ycrien Mo3HAKOMUTBCS. A TIOTOM OH HE XOTeJl Pa3roBapuBaTh.

JIsH paciiBen B yJbIOKe:

— 3mopoBo. f Tak 1 gymaJ, 4To Thl CMOKEIIb 32 HAC MOCTOSITh.

OH coo0pasui, 4To cKa3aj He COBCEM TO, M 3aMOTJall.

— JI3H, a THI MeHs1 He Tpealib? — HanpsSIMUK CIIPOCHII s1. — S Jietao. . . Tak cebe, a iepych JIydliie
Ha 3emJ1e. Eciin Mbl omaziem B nepeienky. . .

— Jlanbka!

— JI3H...

OH OTBeJI B3IJIAI.

— MHe roBopuiy, 4TO $ eJ1aio OOJBIIYIO OMMOKY, Oepst TeOs1 B TapTHEPHI.

— A TbI UTO CKaza?
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— Yro Thl MOW1 IAPTHEP.

JI3H 3akycui ry0Oy. Paccternyn BepxHIO MyroBKy Ha pyoOariike, OMsUICS, He 3Hasl, KyJa JIeTh
PYKH, TIOTOM KJTKO TTOTPOCHIL:

— Hait muae manc, Crapumii. 1 He noaBeny.

OnTrMu3Ma MHe 3TO 3asiBlicHUe He mpudaBmio. M B TO e BpeMsl CTaJIO CTBHIIHO 3a TO, KaK S
3aroHs JIsHa B yroi. [loqHABIIMCE, 1 KOCHYJICA €TO Ijleya:

— JlamHo, Mnammmii, mornpoOyeM, s Moy crarth. KoMHaTa TBOEro HamapHUKa CleBa WA
crpasa 1o Kopuaopy?

— Cnega.

— OmmuHo, 51 ee 3aHuMarto. Jlo 3aBTpa!

JI3H cMOTpen Ha MeHs, MoKa s TIOJHUMAJICS TI0 JISCTHUIIE, HO HUYero He cKasaj. S Boien B
CMaJIbHIO, KOTOpas Tereph Oblia MO, ¥ C HeBOJILBHBIM CMYITIeHHeM orjisiesics. Ee napy qHei Haza
3JIECh JKHJI COBCEM JIPYTroi YeJIoBeK, MOTOM OH nonai K JlersiimuM, u Bce. Mecto cBOOOIHO, BCEITSNCS
KTO XOUYeT.

KomHata Obl1a MpoCTOpHOM, HO COBCeM MPocTo oOcTaBieHHON. OKHO, KaKk W BHHU3Y, HATTTyXO
3aKPHITO TEMHBIMH IITOPAMMU; IMUPOKAsT KPOBATh C OUSHb TOJICTBIM OCSIIOM CTOSUIA MTOCPETN KOM-
HaThl. Sl cpa3y pemwi, 4To 3aBTpa MEpeIBUHY ee, MIOTOMY YTO CIaTh JIOOM0 y cTeHKU. Eie Obut
mkad, KyJa s 3arisi/IbiBaTh He CTaJl, U pa3BellaHHOE Ha CTeHe opyxkue. 51 He yiaepkacs, CHSUT KOPOT-
KW, B TIOJIMETpa JTMHOW, M€Y i OCMOTpeEJI.

Xopormii, HapepHoe. OTKy/Ia MHe 3HaTh. 1 IOBeCHJI Me4 Ha MecTo, 3a0pajicsl TIo/I Ofiesyio U
y’e TIPUBBIYHO XJIONHYI B Jafomu. CBer norac.

— CrnokoiHOM HOYHM, — cKa3as 51 caM cebe 1 3aKpbul mia3za. Crarh X0TeI0Ch yKAaCHO, CITUIITKOM
MHOT'O BCETO CJTYYHJIOCh 3a JIeHb. Yl s MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYIL.

MHe cHuics coH. KotmapHslii CoH, rae nepenyTtaiocs ciyuusliueecs nocie [loraeHHoii 1eepu.
MHe CHWJIOCh, UTO s Uy B TEMHOTE, COBEPILIEHHO OJIMH, OOHAKEHHBIM, U MO HOTaMH — JIeAsSHasI
KOPKa, MOKPHIBIIAs KaMeHb. [10ToM 51 TOCMOTpes BHU3 U YBHUJIEN, YTO MO0 MHOH ITyOOKast Mmpo-
1acTh, IHO KOTOPOM IOPUT YEpPHBIM OTHEM, a sl Uy 1O BO3IyXYy, He najgas. Bo cHe s He ynuBumics,
npocTo noiuesn Jansiie. Ho Bo ThMe 3axJionajiv KpbUlbsi, U NEPeIo MHOM BO3HUMK CHJIYIT U3 MpPaKa.
Sl ocTaHOBHJICS, @ YyIOBUINE MEIJIEHHO MPUOMM3UIOCH KO MHe. U 51 y3Ha umtto.

— JIsH? — nporienTaln s.

JIsn kuBHyn. U pasBen pykamMu-KpbuibsiMyA. Mo, Tak MOy YHIIOCh.

— ThI ke roBOpUJI, UTO HE Mpe/alllb, — CKa3as s M IOYyBCTBOBAJI B CBOEH pyKe Med. TOT camblii,
YTO HasIBY BUCEJ Ha CTeHe B criaibHe. Toraa JISH onmycTui1 pyKy B CKJIaAKM MpakKa, OOJIEraiomero ero
KaK OfieXk]Ja, U MOTSAHYJ OTTyJa KJIMHOK. O4YeHb MeJIEHHO, CO CKPUIIOM, M€Y BBIIBUTAJICS U3 ThMBI.
Kimnok Bce poc 1 poc, a MPOTUBHBIN Lapanaolyii 3ByK He CTUXaJl. .. S mpocHyscs.

W ycnpiman, Kak KOITH apanaioT JepeBo ABepyu. MeHsi MFHOBEHHO MPOIINO XOJIOTHbIN TOT.
XJIOTIHYB B JIaJI0IIH, 51 BKJIOYUJI CBET, COCKOUMJI C KPOBAaTH U COPBAJI CO CTEHBI Meu. X0J10]] MeTal1a
B PyKax COE/IMHUJI COH U sBb. BCTaB y 1BepH, 51 3aHEC Me4 U TOJIKHYJI ABEPHYIO PYUKY JIEBOI PYKOA.

JIBepb MOCIyNIHO OTKpbUIach. B kKopumope HMKOro He Obuto. JIMib W3-mox ABEpU Ipyroi
crajbHU MpoOuBaJics cBeT — JIsH He cnaj. $1 cTosin Kak okaMeHeJIblid, Tapamack B myctoTy. M korma
YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCh MOMX OOCBHIX HOT, 51 HE BBIIEPKaJI M 3a0paJl.

— JlaHbKa. ..

V moux Hor cunen ConHeunsiid kKoTeHOK. Ho B kakom Bujie! S ¢ TpyaoM y3Has ero, HaCTOJIbKO
oH m3meHwics. [llepcTka nmepecrana CBETUThCS, CTasla MPOCTO PhIKEH, I71a3a 3arajiu, OH ObUT XYJOMH,
KaK CaMblil HECUACTHBIN IBOPOBbII KOTEHOK. HarHyBIIKCD, 51 B35U1 €10 Ha PyKH.

— I'nynblil Mampurmika. .. — nporientai KoreHok. — A Tl MOJIOJEIL, Thl XOPOILIO YCTPOMJICS. ..

— Yto ¢ ToO0#? — esie BHIroBOpuI . — YTo?
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— 3nech Het AHA, [JaHbka, — He ciymas MeHs, npogokai KoreHok. — 3aeck HeT Hacrosiiiero
cBera. $1 He cMory BEpHYTh TeOsl.

— 41 3Har0, 3HaI0, 3TO epyH/a. .. YTo ¢ ToOOM?

— Ymupaio, — ¢ Kakoi-TO HEOXKMAAHHOW M HEYMECTHOU roprocthio ckasan KoreHok. — Her
Hacrosimero ceera, nonumaenis? 51 ymupaio Ot rosioaa.

Sl mpukas ero K rpyau, ceil Ha 1oj v 3ariakai. Yro s mory craenars? I'ne Haiitu Cer? Kpaem
ras3a s Bujen JIsHa, BHICKOUMBILIETO B KOPUIOP M YIMBJIEHHO CMOTpeBIero Ha Hac. Clblal, Kak
ycrazo apiuuT KoTeHOoK, Kak MaiaoT Ha MoJ MOM CJIe3bl, Kak MEPeCcTynaeT Ha X0JI0HOM 1oy JIsH. ..

Kak mue Haiiti CBeT, 4ytoOBI criacTh ipyra? KoteHok BApyT ciiabo 3aBOpoUasIcs v CKa3al 9yTh
OKPEIIIIKM T'0JIOCOM:

— JlanbKa, 1 HEe ympy.

JIsH olikHyn 1 oTcTynui Ha mar. Ho s He oOpaimman Ha Hero BHUMaHus. S mprxkan Korenka
K ce0e ere Kperrde ¥ CIpoCHIL:

— YectHo? Tol He Bpelib?

— YectHo. 4 rynee, uem TbI, [JaHbKa, 1 3a0b11. JI000Bb — 310 TOXe Hactosmmii cBet. [Toka
THI JIIOOUIIIL MeHs, s He ympy. [IpaBna.

A 3acMmestica cKkBO3b ciie3bl U mocmMoTtpen Ha JIsna. Tort ucnyranso masen Ha Korenka.

— He nyraiics, 3to npocto ColHEYHbIN KOTEHOK. DTO JIPYT, — cKa3a s emy.

JI5H HEeyBEpEeHHO KUBHYIL.

— KoteHok, 3to JIsH. OH Teniepb Mot Maaimmii, napTHep u 1pyr, — rajas Korenka no cruse,
ckazan s1. KoTeHOK MSrko BHICBOOOMJICS, CIIPBITHYJT Ha TIOM, U 51 C PAIOCTHIO 3aMETHII, UTO IIEPCTKA
y HEro Havajia cj1ado CBETUThCS.

— 3Har, 5 ke Bce-Taku BonmieOHuk. [Ipuser, JIoH!

— IIpuser, — npowenran JIsH.

— Tel Teneps Haenca? — cnpocun 51y Korenka. Tor B3bepommics.

— I'mymeiii! — ¢ npesxHel UHTOHAIMEH 3asBUT OH. — JIIOOBBIO CHIT He Oyaerb. He mompy — u
TO XOpOUIO.

OH, 1oxoske, CTECHSUICS CBOel HelaBHel cradocTtu. 51 pactepsiics, He 3Hasl, UTO U CKa3aTb, HO
TUIIMHY HapyIu JIoH:

— 4 cetiyac, cefiuac, IIOJOXKIUTE. . .

Mpsi ¢ KOTeHKOM HEIOyMEHHO MepEryIsHYJIUCh.

— ¥V Hero uTo, cnpsiTaHo B mKady nonkuio Hacrosiero cera? — nomodonsrcteoBai Kore-
HOK.

S moxan meyamu. A JIsH yxe BO3Bpalasics, MpyXuMasi 4to-To K rpyau. U cooOpasus, 3a
4yeM OH OeraJl, 1 9yTh ObLJIO He 3acMesiICs.

JIsn Tem Bpemenem noctaBu nepes KoreHkoM rirybokoe OT01eYKO U OCTOPOKHO HATTOMHIU
€ro U3 IIMHSHOTO KYyBIIWHA.

— Bort. 910 cnuBku. Xopolve CIuBKY.

Kotenok cmeput JIsHa npe3putesbHbIM B3IVIS0M, IOTOM [TOBEPHYJICS KO MHE:

— 3mech Bce. .. Takue 3a00TInBbIe? 3200 T/IMBbIC MaTBUMIITKY !

— Crymait, — mienHy 1, — He oOwkaii ero. OH ke He 3HaeT, UTO THl He Tbelllb CIMBKU. Chenai
BUJI, UTO JIAKACIITh.

Kotenok nocmotpesn Ha JIsHa, KOTOPBI MPAMO-TAKH CUSUT OT PalOCTH, U CO B3/10XOM OAOILIE
K Omoneuky. CKOCHIT Ha MEHSI IJ1a3a U IIEeTOTOM CITPOCHIT:

— Tax npsimo u nakats?

41 obonpsttole KUBHYII.

— Onu He Kucipie?

— Ceexue! — BcTpsi B pasroBop JIsH.
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KoTteHok ¢ BuIOM BeIMKOMYYEHHWKA TPHHSUICS JlakaTh U3 Omofeuka. BHauase measieHHO,
MIOTOM Bce ObICTpee 1 ObICTpee, TOIBKO SI3bIK MeJIbKaJ HaJ] ObICTPO YOBIBAIOIIMMHU CJIMBKaMu. YTO-TO
HE MOXO03e, OyATO 9TO MPUTBOPCTBO U3 JUIJIOMATUIECKUX COOOPAKEHUI.

— Otkyna oH? — ¢ Boctoprom cripocui JIsH.

Sl mons, uTo mpuaeTcs MO0 BpaTh HAIIPONAYIO, JTMOO MPU3HABATHCS.

— JI3H, 51 ceituac TeGe pacckaxy Bce. TonbKo He niepeOrBai, Moka He JOCTyIIaelb.

N s navan pacckaspiBatb. [Ipo Moe OKHO, KyJa peiko 3arisigpiBajio cofHile, npo Hacrosuit
CBET, KOTOpbIi oTpa3miics ot Hacrosiero 3epkana. ..

S pacckaszain Bce.

— A s HUKOTJJa He BUJIeN COJIHIIA, — CKaszasl JIsH. — Y Hac B ropojie )KMBeT CTapuK, KOTOPbIH ero
eme noMHUT. Ho OH oueHsb cTapblii, eMy MaJlo KTO BEPHT. ..

OH npotsnyn pyky u noragui Korenka. Tor, Kak HM CTpaHHO, HE CONPOTHUBIISUICS TaKUM
HEKHOCTSIM. YJIercsi MHE Ha KOJIEHKH U YMBIBAJICS, KaK CaMbIil OOBIYHBIN KOTEHOK.

— Jlanbka, a ecnu CoHEUHbI KOTEHOK OTKpoeT Ty [loTaeHHyI0 ABEpb, Thl yiiIelb JOMOI? —
HEOKUJAHHO cripocut JIoH.

— Koneuno!

— MoxHo MHe ¢ TOO0#?

51 pacrepsiics. DTO TOJIBKO B KHMKKAX MOXHO IMPUBECTH JIpy3€l U3 CKa3KMU JOMOW U CKa3aThb:
«Mawma, Teriepb Mbl OyJieM KUTb BMECTe...» A Ha CAaMOM-TO JIeJie CTOJIBKO MPOOJIieM BO3HUKHET. . .

— JlaHbKa, 51 e TBOU mapTHEp... — JISH MIMBITHYJI HOCOM M HEYBEpeHHO N00aBmiL: — $1 sietaio
xoporo. S ymero cpaxarbcs.

[IpencraBus JIsHa, KOTOpBI CUAWUT HA BOEHHOM IIOJIMTOHE, BECh YBEIIAHHbBIM JaTYMKaMH, a
BOKPYT CTOSIT 3¢HUTKHU — YTOO CIIUIIIKOM JIAJIEKO He YJieTel, — sl B3IporHy. Kak ke emy oObsCHUTH?

— He nymaro, 4to B JIJaHBKMHOM MUpE Thl CMOXEILIb JIETaTh, — IIPUILIE] MHE Ha oMol Kore-
HOK. — TBoM Kpbuiba u3 atoro mupa. K Tomy ke s He 3Halo, Kak MHE Telepb OTKPBITh IBEPb.

— Tt ke naencs! Vnm eme HauTh?

Kotenok bipkHy:

— Ot cnuBOK BoeOCTBA HE pUOaBUTCS. XOTs B 00IIEM-TO OHH BKycHbIe. Ho 1151 BoieO¢cTBa
HyxeH Hacrosiimii cBet. Eciii bl paccBeno, XOTh Ha MU ... .

— Pacceer npuger. .. — B300XHyI JI9H. — DTO B HallleM IPUBETCTBUM TaK YBEPEHHO FTOBOPUTCS:
«51 xmy PaccBera — PaccBer npuier». A Ha caMOM JieJie HUKTO Y€ B 9TO HE BEPUT.

— JI3H, pacckaxu Mpo Balll MUP, — HOMPOCUI 5. — A TO Mbl HUYETO TOJIKOM HE 3HaeM.

— Brauane g pacckaxy, — xMypo ckazasl KoteHok. — S, mexy mpouuM, KpyrocBETHOE IyTe-
IIIECTBME COBEpIIIII. B IBYX croBax: Be3jie TEMHO. A eciiu nogpoOHee, TO 51 BUJIe MHOTO TOpPOJIOB,
I71e )KUBYT JIOH, ¥ OUYeHb MHOTO OarlieH. .. — KOTeHOK MoeKuIcs, — ...TAe )KHUBYT KaKH1e-TO CyIeCTBa
u3 Tembl. § Buzen, Kak BbI MeXay cOOOH Jeperech; Kak 3TH, TeMHbIe, OEpyT B IJIEH BalllMX, KaK
BBl yOuBaete TeMHbIX. HerpustHoe 3penuie. Eie st Buesn, kak u3 O0JIbIIOro ropoaa y Mopsi HayT
KapaBaHbl ¥ OTIUIBIBAIOT KOpaOyv, KOTOphIE MCUYE3aI0T B HUKY/IA.

— 3TO TOProBUbI, — MaxHYJ pykou JIsH. — K Ham Toxe ckopo kapaBaH npueT. Mbl ke He MOKeM
camu ceOsl IUIel 00eCcreunTb, y Hac TeNepb Majio YTo pacteT. TOproBiibl He BOIOIOT, OHU U3 IPYroro
mupa. Y ¢ Hamu Topryior, u ¢ Jletamumu.

— A BBl IM 4TO TIpofiaeTe? — MOMOOOBITCTBOBA 5. — 30JI0TO?

— Komy oHo HyxHO? — ynuBuiics JIsH. — Pyuku Ha aBepsix aenatb? Tak OpoH3a kpacusee. Her,
MBI TOpPryeM cOoOOH.

—YT10? — HE MOHA 4.

— Bapocnbie 6pocalot xpeOuii Uil MTPOCTO CrOBAPUBAIOTCS, — CO B3I0XOM 00BsicHWT JIaH. — U
HaHMMAIOTCS K TOProBLIaM WJIM TIOKYIIATeIsIM TOPTrOBLIEB.

— U yto0 nenawot?
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— Borwtor. Mbl xopoiue conaarel, JlaHbka, 1 He OOUMCSI CMEpTH.

— Hla yx, — uponndecku ckaszan KoreHok, u JIsH npumonik. A KoreHok nipopormxui: — Eme
s BUJIeNT OYeHb OOJbInyio OantHo. S 1axe He CMOT Haj Hel MpojieTeTh, MPUIIoch orudarh. Y oHa
BCS U3 Mpaka.

— D710 GamHs TeMbl, — BHOBb 3aroBoprI JIsH. — MHOTHe ropojia IbITAIUCh €€ pa3pyIInuTh, HO
HUYEro He BeIxoauso. Tam xuBer nosenutens Jlerammx.

— 51 u cam norapasncs, — 6ypkHya Kortenok. — Kak Bbl O A0 TaKOH KU3HU, MATBUUK ?

— He 3nato. ['oBopsT pasHoe: 1 uto Hanasum Jletsiuye, KOTopble PUHECIU ¢ COO0M Mpak, U 4TO
MBI CAMHU B 4Y€M-TO BUHOBATHI. .. He 3Ha.

— CripocuM y TOTO CTapvKa, YTO MOMHUT coiHIe, — pesl KoreHok. — OH JomkeH 3HaTh
npasay. A 3T, U3 Mpaka, OHU Ballli WX U3 Ipyroro mupa?

— Onu uyxkue, — yBepeHHO ckazail JIsH. — OHU NOSBWIKCH BMecTe ¢ TeMHOTOU. Ecii b1 Mbl
HE KyIWIK Y TOProBIieB cekpeT KpbuibeB, Ham Obl COBCEM TYTO MPUIILIOCh.

— A s B3pocisix KpbuibeB HetT?

— Her.

— Bce ¢ Bamu sicHo, — TBepao 3asiBu KoteHok. — KTo XxoTh npaBuT y Bac?

— Hukro.

— Tak e ObIBaer.

— BrBaer. ¥V Hac, KpbinaTeix, eCTh CBOM 3aKOHBI, U BCE CJIE/IAT, YTOOBI OHU BBITIOHSUIACH. Y
JEBYOHOK — CBOM. Y B3pOCIIbIX — TOKE. A B Jiesia IpYT Apyra Mbl HE JIE3EM.

— Hy, K BaM He JIe3yT — 3TO SICHO, — HEOXOTHO cortacwiica KoreHok. — Bel, Kpbuiatsie, cuna. K
TOMY ke OT JIeTS1uX Beex 3aluiiaeTe. A eciy OJUH U3 Bac, OCTaplile, IOXUTUT JIEBYOHKY, KOTOopasi
emMy NoHpaBUTCs? UTO KEHIIUHBI-TO MOTYT CHIE/IaTh?

— JInar Hac KpbuibeB. TonbKO JKEHIIMHBL YMEIOT MX JIeJ1aTh, a Kpblibs KUBYT MecCsL-APYToi,
He Oosibiie. A OT B3POCIIBIX 3aBUCHT, IIPUBE3YT JIX HAM TOPTOBIIBI MUIIY U OPYXKHUE.

— Xopomo xusete. [IpyxkHO, MomoOoBHO. — KOTEHOK (PBIPKHYI U MPUHSJICS SIPOCTHO BbUIU-
3bIBaThCSl. — AHApXUsl... MaTh MOPSIKA.

OH erie 4T0-TO OOPMOTAJI, BCHOMHHASI KAKMX-TO PEBOJIOIIMOHEPOB, HO SIBHO yXke cam cebe. 51
JIMYHO HE IOHSUI, YTO IUIOXOTO B TaKOM KM3HU. A JI5H BAPYT yCTaBWIICS HA MEHS M CITPOCUIL:

— JlanbKa, BBI 4TO Xe, Oe3 KpbuibeB xuBete?

— V¥ Bac ux TOke paHbllie He ObLI0, — OTPBI3HYJICSA 5. — 3aTO y HAC CAMOJIETHI U BEPTOJIETHI €CTb.

— JlaHbKa, Tak Tl JIETaTh HE yMeellb?

— Her.

— Hawm 3aBtpa B BbuleT! Ecin noiimyT, uto Thl He Crapiumii... a Thl ke He Crapumid... Hac
HaKaxyT.

— OOMaHIMKOB yOUBAIOT MEYOM, — BCIIOMHHIJI s €rO cJioBa. — JI3H, THI 37€ch HU MpH YeM. 1
TeOs1 OOMaHyI.

— Ja s cam cebs oomanyn! S cimmmkoM yx xoten, 9toOsl Thi CTapmuim okasanics... — JIsH
TUTIOXHYJICSI HA MOIO KPOBaTh M HayaJs IPbI3Th HOTOTb.

— Beinb masien uzo pra! — gaxe He IsAASA B ero cTopony, Besen KoreHok. — M mexy npouunm,
pa3 BBl CTaJIM MAPTHEPAMHU, TO Balllk OIMOKYU posiu He urpaiot. Tel, JIsn, Mnammmii. Janeka — Crap-
. TeGe HaMmOMHUTD TMpaBUjIa TIOBEJCHUS TAPTHEPOB B JKU3HU U CMEpPTU?

— Jla 3Hato s, — XMypo CcKaszaJl JIsH, No-MpeKHEMY I'pbI3sl HOTOTb.

S monuman, yro KoteHok Gecriokoutcst 3a MeHsl. VI oOpbiBKM CHa, T JISH CTOsuT HanmpoTHB
MEeHsI C MEYOM, He IIUTM U3 ToJI0Bbl. Ho Korna st mocMotpen Ha JIsHa — Toiero, 671eHOro 10 CHHEBHI,
B3JIOXMAYE€HHOI'0, HE 3HAIOLLETO, KY/J1a IETh PYKH, a KyJa — [J1a3a, MEHs IIPOH3MJIA KaJIOCTb.

CTpaHHO, OKaXHUCh y HAC B KJIACCE TAKOW MaJbUMIIKA, €ro Obl HAYaJIl TEPPOPU3UPOBATH BCE
KOMY He JieHb. [IpaTbcsi-To OH sIBHO He ymeeT. U s Obl, HaBepHOe, OT ApYrux He orcraBaji. Ho ogHo
IeNo — 0ToOpaTh KeBaTeJbHYI0 PE3UHKY, OTBECUTh MOA3AThUIHUK UJIM 3aCYHYTb TOJIOBOH B CYTrpo0.
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A coBceM Jpyroe — Korja pedb UIET O KU3HU U CMEPTH. S He MOT TIO-HaCTOSAIIEMY MPECTaBUTh cede
s10. He Bepui. Ho miyTuTh ¢ TaKMMHM BEIIAMU HE XOTEI.

JIsn mens cnac. OH nopyuuscs 3a meHs. Y kakas pa3Huiia, 0 4em npu 3toM ayman’? Meiciau
— OJIHO, JieNa — Jpyroe.

— JI3H, s MOTy YiITH, — cKa3aJ 5. — Tel 00bsicHUIIb CTapIvM, YTO pa3001aumiI MeHs U s yOexKal.
TeOs1 He HaKaXyT, BEpHO?

JI5H BCKOUWMII ¢ KPOBATH | MOJOIIET KO MHe. Kpenko cxar JiaioHs. [1asblisl y HEro CHIIbHBIC,
HUYEro He CKaxelb. 1 OHsT, 4To OH Oy/ieT MeHs OJ1arogapyTh 3a MPeJIIOKEHHBIN BBIXOM, M HA TyIIIe
CTaJI0 TOCKJIUBO.

— Crapmmid, s1 Te0s1 He Tipesam, — TBepao ckaszan JIsH. — Knsnycs! S xouy ObITh TBOUM TApT-
HepoM. MbI 4TO-HHOYIb IPUIYMAEM.

S Toxke ckan ero JagoHb, U Mbl MOJTYA CTOSUIM, TJIsiAs APYT Opyry B riasza. [Toka Korenok
MYPJIBIKAIOLIM TOJIOCKOM HE CKa3all:

— PeOatumku, Bel He Oe3HanexHbl. 1 pan. [IpumaymbiBaTh, KOHEUHO, MPUIETCS MHE, HY Ja
JIaHO.

— Chnymiaii, BOMeOHUK HelofIelaHHbIi | — 3aBoru 5. — MBI ceituac Tebe BMecTe yIu Hajepem!
Konuaii uzneBarbcs!

— W3BuHSAII0CH, — MPUTBOPHO Uctyrajicss KoreHok. — OueHpb Yk TpOraTtesibHO BbI TIOAPYKUIIUCH.
Moker, eltie nonenyerech?

S 3amyctun B CoTHEUHOrO KOTEHKA MOAYIITKOU U poMasal. 3ato JIsH, cXxBaTUB Ipyryio, Harpa-
BUJT ee MeTKO. KOTeHOK ¢ OOMKeHHBIM BUIOM BBITIO3 M3-TI0]] HEEe U MPUHSLICS BBUTU3BIBATD JIATIHL.
MBI 3acMesuTICh — He U3-3a TOT0, YTO OYEHb YK CMEIITHO MOTYyYUJIOCh, a TIOTOMY, YTO BCe HaIlpsike-
HUE KyJa-TO UCUYE3JIO.

— Jlagno, mup, — coodut KoTeHOK, KoHUYast yMbIBaThcs. — JI9H, Kak JIONro y4uThCs BIAJIETh
Kppuibsamun?

—T'og, — ¢ roTOBHOCTBIO coOOIIvI JI3H.

— Cdopmynupyem Bompoc MHaue. 3a Kakoe BpeMsl Thl HayuuIllb cBoero Crapiiiero-neymexy
JepKaThCs B BO3/IyXe W HE TIPOU3BOAUTH BIIEUYATIICHUS MTEPeIeTHON KYPHUIIBI?

— 3a yTpo, — yIBIOHYBIIUCH, cKa3an JIsH. — JletaTh He Tak yXk U CJIOKHO. JletaTh U cpaxarbcs
— COBCEM Jpyroe.

— Bor u ommuHo. 3aBTpa U Hayuuilb. [IoToM OoTmpaBUTECh Ha CBOM BBUIET U OyJeTe crapa-
TEJIbHO YBUWIUBaTh OT JleTsimux. Thl Beib 9TO yMeelllb, eClid YeCTHO?

JI5H BUHOBATO OMYCTHJI TOJIOBY, U SI IUISMIHYJI €T0 10 CITUHE:

— He o6paraii Ha Kotenka BauManusi. OH s13Ba, KAaKUX MaJio.

— Wnute-ka craTh JIydliie, — HEIOBOJILHO IIOCMOTPEB Ha MeHsI, cka3an KoteHok. — 3aBTpa Bam
MOTPeOYIOTCS U CHITBI, U OCTPOYMHUE.

— A 1H?

— A 4 crylych BHU3, TOPa3MBIILUIAI0, KHUTH MTOJIMCTA0, — BaXKHO cKa3ail KoreHok. — JlomkeH
e KTO-TO 3a Bac Jiymarh?

— CnokoriHont HouH, JIsH, — ckazan 1. 1 onu ¢ CoHEYHBIM KOTEHKOM BBIIIUIH, a S, IIOIO0-
OpaB MOJIYIIIKK, BHOBb HBIPHYJI B TIOCTe)Ib. HacTpoeHre y MeHsI mouemMy-To ObLJIO OTJIMYHBIM. A KOrja
MUHYT Yepe3 JecsTh B KOMHATY MpoOpaics KOTeHOK, THXOHBKO JieT Ha CBOOOTHYIO TOAYIIKY U CTall
BBUIM3BIBATh N3Ma3aHHbIC B CJIMBKAX JIallbl, 1 TBEPIO PEIIMI, YTO TeTrleph Bce OyAeT XOPOIIIO.

— CHoKOMHOW HOYM, — HIETIHYII f1.

— 310 Tebe cnokoiHoi HOUM. A COJTHEYHBIM KOTSATaM KeJIaloT SICHOTO pacCBeTa.
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S. Tpyc

TosbKo Koria 51 BriepBble Ha/ies1 KoMOMHe30H JIoHa, st MoHsI, To ke Takoe Kpbuibs.

[TnoTHast TKaHb OOTSIHYJIA MEHsI, KaK Pe3nHOBasi nepyarka pyky. [lotom st modyBcTBOBaT OOJIb
B IUIeYax ¥ HEBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYJI. CJIOBHO Ha KaxJoe 1jie4o ycescs KoTeHOK U, pacTONbIpuB JIANKH,
BBIITYCTUJI KOT'TH.

— He myraiicsi, — 6picTpo ckazai JIsH. — KpbiTy HyXKHBI CHJIBL.

— Mowu, uto mm?

— A gbu xe? Kak Tbl coOmpaenibes ietatb? Maxarh pyKamu, Kak NTHYKa?

C MHUHYTY 5 U3BUBAJICA U JIEprajics, IOTOM, TIOJl YKOPU3HEHHBIM B3MisaoM JIsHa, nputux. K
TOMY e ¥ 00JIb cTana ciabee.

— Tax Bce Bpems Oynet?

— [IpuBbikHemb, — yTemmt JIsH. — Yepes mMecsll yxke 1 BHUMaHKS He oOpartuliib. Tak, B3MaxHU
pyKamu. ..

S B3mMaxHy. TkaHb, CBUCAIOIIAS C PYKABOB, BSJIO XJIOMHYJIA, HO PACHPABIISATHCS HE COOMPAIach.

—Ipencrab cebe Kpbuio, — ynmopao nmotopsist JIsH, Ha0 01251 32 MOMMHE HEYKJTIOKMMHU TOTIBIT-
KaMU B3JIeTeTh. MBI CTOSIM B KOMHATe Ha MEpBOM 3Taxe, a KoTeHok, yiermuch Ha nepuiax JecT-
HuIIbI, HaOmoaan 3a Hamu. — [IpeacraBs Kpouto. [peacraBes noner. Thl CMOXeIITb.

— 4 ne cmory, JI3H.

— Epynna, Bce moryT. Thbl He Tstkemnblid, Kpbiio mogHumeTt 1edsl.

Uepes yac, yOequBIIKCh, YTO TOJIKY HET, JI9H 3acTaBuiI MeHsI 3a0paThCsl Ha MKad ¥ MPLITHYTh
C IByXMETPOBOM BBICOTHI. BOT 3TO mosieficTBOBAJIO.

MHe nokasanochk, 4To pyKu y MeHs BAPYT BBIPOCH B HECKOJIBKO pa3, CTAJIM LIMPOKUMHU U yAa-
PWIM... HET, HE O BO3IyX Jaxe, a o Bony. [lageHue BApyr 3aMeAmiioch, M0 BHOBb OTO/IBUHYJICS
BHU3, [IOTOM $I CHOBA OITyCTHWJICS U OISATh MOJCKOYMI K NOTONKY. I1o KoMHare ryssii Betep, packauu-
Basi KAPTUHBI HA CTEHE U ONPOKU/IbIBAsI BCAKYIO MEJIOYb.

— HopmanbHo, — cka3an JIsH, KOTOpBI CTOSUT ITOJJ0 MHOM, 33paB rojioy. — Kpbuto ymHee Te0s1.

— 41 xe neuy! — 3a0pa’ s, COOOpa3UB, YTO MAJICHUE OTKJIAIBIBACTCS.

— He neruiusp, a nopxaemis o KOMHaTe, — rojaaj roioc KoteHok.

— Kpbuio ymeer nierats, Tede Hago JuIIb pyKoBoauTh uM. [Tonumaenis? EMy HyXeH TBOW ym
1 4yTb-4yTb cujl. Criyckaiics, Ctapiumil.

Sl monbITancs cnoxuth Kpbito 1 Msrko ynan Ha nod. [Tneun Hb critbHEe, HO s ObUT B BOC-
TOpre.

— JIsH, a kak nenath u3 Kpbuia najiatky?

— Vo6esxwune, — nonpasui JIsH. — Tak, 3akpo¥t 11a3a, pa3Beid pyKH, pacTorispb nauibiibl. [Ipen-
CTaBb, YTO KOMOMHE30H pa3IyBacTCsl.

370 y MeHs BHIILIO cpa3y. OTKpPHIB IM1a3a, s yOeJuiICs, YTO CTOI0 B MAJIEHBKOU KyTOJI000pa3HOit
najiaTke, CBETAIIENCs] pOBHBIM CBETOM. Ilieun ObUTM MOKPBITHI MEJNKOW KPACHOM CHINBIO, HO OOJb
cpasy e Mpoluia.

— MoxHo?

JI3H 3arnsgHyn B oTBEpCTHE, @ MEXKy HOTaMH Y HEro mpoTucHyJicst KoteHok.

— KoneuHo.

— IlonoxeHo cripammBath, — 00bsicHUI JIoH. — YOexuiie — 310 Kyaa BaxHee, 4yeMm joM. Cioza
MIPOCTO TaK HE BOMJEIIb.

MBbI cenu 1 yCTaBUIIMCH JIpYT Ha Apyra. Ml ¢ JIsHOM yibiOasnich, KoTeHOK ObLT 3ayMyYKB.

— ¥V Hac Oyger Bpemsi 3aiiTH K TOMY CTApUKY JIO Balllero BbUleTa? — MOWHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— K tomy, uto nomuurt cosniie? Bpsg . Ceituac HaJlo MJIOTHO MOECTh, MIOTOM ellle IOTPEeHU-
pOBaThCsl, IOTOM €1lE MTOECTb.

33



C. B. JlykbsiHeHKO. «Manbuuk u Tbma»

— Chymiaii, a 4ero s TakoW TOJIOMHBIA? — cooOpa3uB, 4ToO ciioBa JIHA He 3ByYar A MeHs
HeJieno, cupocu 5. — CJI0BHO JieHb He €]1.

— To1 gan cunbl Kpbuty. IIprueM He TONMBKO [UIS 3TOrO MOpxXaHus, a ee U npo 3anac. Ham
MPUXOUTCS MHOTO €CTb, JlaHbKa.

— ITo TeGe 3TOrO HE CKaXKellb.

— Bce yxonut Ha Betep, Ctapumii. DX, MOTpeHUpOBaThes Obl ceituac Ha Bo3ayxe! Ho Henp3s.
JlagHo, B3neTait ¢ mMecra.

W MBI TpeHHpOBAIUCH, BpeMsi OT BPEMEHH yCTpauBasi TMepephiBbl Ha edy. S en OyrepOpomsl,
SIMYHUILLY, KOH(ETBI, I MOJIOKO U Yail. Kyna Bce JeBasnoch, He 3Halo, Mocjie 4aca TPEHUPOBOK I'OJIOf
BHOBbB TIOZICTYIAJI C IPEXKHEN CUJIIOM.

— A CKOJIBKO JITTMTCS BBUIET? — cripocuJ 1y JIsHa, 6onTasich B Bo3ayxe. S HOMHOXKKO HAayUYHUIICS
YIIPABJISTh TMOJIETOM, 3[IeCh OBUIO TJIABHBIM JI0BEPSATh Kpblly, a OHO yXk Aenano Bce OCTAIBHOE.

— YacoB nATh-111ECTb.

— 41 cronbko He BBIIEPKY, — UCITYTAIICA £l

— M= 6epem ¢ codoit eny. K Tomy ke ThI ceifuac Bce BpeMsi TPaTHINb CUJIbI, & B HOPMAJIbHOM
nosiete Mbl Oy/ieM TUIAHUPOBATh U OTAbIXaTh. [laBail TpeHUpyWCs.

MBbI OTHPaBUIIKCH B BBUIET C OAIIIHU HAIIETO JoMa. fI-To OOsICcs, YTO MpU 3TOM OYAyT IIPUCYT-
CTBOBaTh Kakue-HHOyAp CTapiime, HO 3Toro He TpedoBasiock. [IpaBaa, 3a HEOOM HaJ rOPOIOM Bce
BpeMsl HaOJTIO/IaJIM, 1 HAIIl B3JIET HE MOT' OCTaThCsl He3aMeueHHBIM. Ho MbI HaJestuch, 4To n3aajeka
MOW TIOJIET HE MOKAXKETCsI MOI03PUTEIBHO HEYMEIIBIM.

A BOT IPBITHYTH C IECATUMETPOBON OAITHU ObLIIO TPYAHO. S1 BHOBb M1 BHOBb TIOAXOIMII K KPato
TUTOLIAJIKH, TaM, IJie OrpaxJaiolye nepuia Oputi yopansl. KamMeHb 1o HOramu, OTIOIMPOBAHHBIN
32 MHOTO JIET, Ka3aJiCsl MpeJaTesbCcku cKob3KuM. o ynuiam num peakue rnpoxoxue, HO Ha Hac
HUKTO BHUMaHUs He oOparai. JIuiibs ABoe Majblield, MaJbuiK M IeBOYKa, KOTOPHIX BeJla 32 PyKH
MOKUJIAsl KEHIIMHA, YIIOPHO BBIBOPAYMBAJIM TOJIOBKH, Cle/isl 3a OalllHel W OKuaas MOEro B3JeTa.
Borocs, 51 ux pazouapoBait.

— Iopa, Crapmmii, — TpeBoxHO ckazai JIsH. — [Topa. MbI yke 10TKHBI OBITh B BO3IyXE.

Sl momorien Kk caMoMy Kpaio, OCTAHOBHJICS, OaJlaHCHPYSI.

— Cobepuch! — menHyn JIsH.

PackunyB pyku, 51 3akpsui r1aza. M Kpbuio penmio Bce 3a MeHs. YAapuiio 1o BO3/1yXY, TBEP-
I0MYy, Kak OeToH, U OanrHs yiuia u3-nog Hor. He oTKpeIBast 171a3, s CIbIIIAN, Kak ObIOT MO0 MHOM
KpbUIbsl JI9HA, KaK 3BEHUT B yIIaX HaOerawmui BeTep.

-V nac ectb Kpbuibst! — KpukHyi JIsH, 1 51 ejBa y3HaJ €ro roJioc — TaKoi OH ObUT CYACTIUBBIN. —
Hapo Tonbko He Memmath UM — U Thl osieTuib! Y Hac ecth Kpbuibs!

S orkpeut miaza. ['opox ObUT Jajieko BHU3Y, JIIOAU HA YIIUIAX yKe CTAIM HEPa3IuIUMbL. Mbl
TMIOJTHSITUCH K CaMBbIM O0JIaKaM — PeIKUM, ITyIIHCThIM, HaJl KOTOPBIMU CTJIajIach TEMHasl MeJieHa.

— JIsH! — kpukHYyN 1. Mot Mnaaimmii Hocuiicst BOKPYT, CJIOBHO Obl M HE MPUKJIAIBIBAS HUKAKIX
YCUJIWIA U151 TIojieTa. YcbliaB MeHs1, OH cJIoKuI Kpblio v mopaBHsIICSA CO MHOM.

— JI3H, MOXHO NOOHATHCA BBIIIE 00JIAKOB?

OH noHsII.

— Her, Jlanbka, 3Ta TeMHas Mriia youBaet. Tosbko JleTsiye MOryT BbIICpKUBATh ee.

— A ecnu nonHATeCA? Tam ecth conHue?

— He 3nato. Ham Hago nerets, Crapimii. 3a MHO#!

W MBI moneteny mpoub OT ropofa — TyJa, I/ie HaM TMOJNOKEHO ObUIO maTpyarposath. JIsH TO
3ajieTaj Brepes, TO BO3BpaIaics KO MHe, COMBUMBO TOJCKa3biBasi Kakue-To cekpeThl. Ho s He ciy-
11aJ1 €0, 51 HACJIAKAAJICS TIOJIETOM.
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Moxer, nerats BooOIe 6e3 Bcero, kak [urep I[1sH, eme nHTepecHee. Ho Takoe ObIBaeT JIMIIIb
B cKa3ke. MHe ceituac u ¢ KpbuioM xBaTajio yaoBoibCTBHS. Tem Ootee 1 coBceM He OOSIICS BBICOTHI,
MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO $1 JIeTal Bcerja.

3anava y Hac ObUIa HECJIOKHOM: JIeTaTh HaJl XOJIMaMH K CeBepy OT ropoja, HabmoaaTh, He TIOKa-
KyTcs Jiu JleTsiue, a ec/ii HAaTKHeMCsl Ha OMHOYHOTO Bpara — atakoBarh ero. To Jii HaM Be3Jio, TO
mu JI3H Tak ymauyHoO BBIOpaI MapIipyT, HO HA ogHOTO JleTsiero Mol He 3aMeTrin. Jlaxe xaiib, 51 Obl
XOTeJI IOCMOTPETh Ha HUX CKBO3b OUKU U pa300parhCs, Ha KOO OHU BCE Xke TTOXOKU.

Bpemenamu Mbl 3aBUcaId B BO3yXE — OITYCKaThCsl BO BpEMsI BbUIETA HE MOJIArajioch — U eJIu.
[ToToM sieTenu pAABIIIKOM, U 5 paccripamvBal JIsHa 060 BceM MOpsiL.

— Muaammid, a 4To BHI Jefiaete B cBoeM Kiyoe?

— Hy, yX BHHO TOUHO He TibeM, — Chsi3BIWI JI9H. — I He aepemcs. .. oObiuHO. Besikoe nenaem.
B Jleramux urpaem. ..

— 310 KaK?

— Ouensb npocro. Caaumcs 3a CTOJ, AECATh YEJIOBEK WM OKOJIO TOTO, pa3/iaeM ApPYr APYry
kapthl. Cpeau HUX JBe dyepHble — 310 Jlersiue. KoMy yepHble KapThl MONAINCh, HUKTO HE 3HAET.
[Torom Bce 3aKkpbIBAIOT IJIa3a — 3TO O3HAYAET HOUb, a JleTsiue OTKPBIBAIOT, Y3HAIOT APYT Apyra u
B3MIsi/IaMU HaMmevaloT kepTBy. [IoToM Bce OTKpPBHIBAIOT IJ1a3a U HAYMHAIOT pelliaTh — KTO JKe U3 Hac
Jlersmue, Koro Hafgo yOUTb.

— Yours?

— IloHaporiky, KoHeuHo. Bce cuadr u pemaior, KTo U3 Hac CaMblil IIO03PUTENIbHBIN, KTO Tail-
Heiil Jlersmuid. TTotom ronocyior u Koro-uuOyab yomBawot. [Tonapomiky. Ilocne 3toro Hactymaer
HOYb, BCE 3aKPHIBAIOT I71a3a, a TOT, KOro yOmIu, ctaHoBUTCS BeaymmM. OH Mo ouepean Ha3biBaeT
BCe UMeHa, a JleTsmme rpu UMEHW CBOEH KepTBbI IOIHUMAIOT BBepX masiel]. Ecim 00a ykaszanu Ha
OJTHOTO ¥ TOTO K€ — 3HAYMT OH YOuT. [ToTOM BCe OTKPHIBAIOT I71a3a, U BEAYIIUI TOBOPUT, YTO HOUBIO
Jlersmmmvu youT takoi-to Kpbunareiii. Vinmu uro Jletsiupe mioxo BHIOpaiu XKepTBY, HAMaId Ha pas-
HBIX Jofiel, u Te otommmch. CHOBaA peliaeM, KTo ke U3 Hac JleTsiuii, roiocyem, erie Koro-Huoyab
yOuBaeM. . .

JI5H NoKocHJICS Ha MeHsI U Ha BCAKUU CiTydail TOOaBUIT:

— Toxe He Mo npasje, KoHeuHo. OnATh HACTynaeT HOoub, U Jletsimue wumm Jlersmii, ecau
OJIHOTO YXe yOWJIM, Ha KOro-HuOyab yKas3biBaloT. O4eHb MHTEPECHO, BCE TaK CIIOPST, IMBITAIOTCS
MOHSATh, KTO ceOsl TIOO3PUTEIHBHO Be/IET, TIoueMy HOYbIo JleTsiue yomim UMeHHO TOro, a He JIpY-
roro... rpaem o Tex mop, moka He nepedbeM Beex JleTanmx uir oHu He nepeObioT Becex Kpbuia-
ThiX. IHTEpecHee, camo coboi, ObiTh JleTsmum. 51 Buepa /1Ba paza ObUI, Tak JIOBKO MPUTBOPSIICS
XOPOIIUM. ..

S momymar, uTo urpa AeNCTBUTEIBHO 3a0aBHasA, U 1, €CJIM BEPHYCh JIOMOH, Hay4y peOsAT B Hee
urpatb. Tonpko BMecTo JleTsmux OyaeM BHIOMpaTh Kakux-HuOyab Mauosu, a BMecTo KpbuiaThix —
YECTHBIX TPAkK/IaH.

Korma Bpems Hairiero BbijieTa KOHUHJIOChH, MBI OBLTH KMUJIOMETPax B COPOKa OT ropoa. ITo MoJ-
yaca nojieTa, He 6onbiie. Tem Oosee YTO BO3BpAIAThCs MBI PEIIUIIN TIO TIPSIMOH, Yepe3 HeBBICOKHE
rOpbl, HaJl KOTOPHIMU JIOJDKHBI OBUTH TIATPYIMPOBaTh Apyrue Kpbuiateie. TO pa3pemaiocs.

— Ceiifuac puIeTHM, TIOR/IEM K KOMY-HUOY/Ib U3 B3POCTIBIX B TOCTH, — roBOpwI JIsH. OH Jieten
BIIEpe/Id, ¥ MHE OBLIO MPEKPACHO ero CIBIIIHO. — [IycTh HAC MOKOPMAT Kak cieayeT. Mbl umeeM
TMOJTHOE TIPABO TOCJIe BbUIETA MO FOCTSIM XOAUTh. A TOTOM. ..

OH BIPYT pe3KO 3aTOPMO3WJI, 3a0MB KPbUIbSIMU B BO3yXe. 51 eiBa He HajIeTes Ha Hero.

— Cmotpu! — kpukHyin JIsH.

Hapn ropamu, B mape KMJIOMETPOB OT Hac, Iia cxBaTka. [IBoe OOpOUCh ¢ TPETHUM — CyAS TIO
pasmepam, Jletsmmm. U erie onuH, Aaxke CKBO3b OUKH MOX0KUM Ha MSITHO ThMBbI, YJICTIETHIBA B HAIILY
CTOPOHY, MOJIOTSI KPbUTbSIMU BO3/IyX.

— 70T NaTpynb nepexpati Jletsimux, — Bo30yk aeHHO 3aroBoput JIsH. — [1s111, Toro noomnm!
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Jlersimii, Ha KoTOoporo Hanany aBoe Kpbutateix, magan Ha ropel. OMHO KpbUIO Y Hero Gecro-
MOIIIHO XJIOMAJIO, APYroe, BUIMMO, IOBPEXIeHHOE, OOBHCIIO.

— Pazobbercs, — yBepeHHo ckazan JIsH. — Yieraem?

— A 3t0oT? — §l IPOTAHYA PYKY, YKa3blBas Ha yauparoiero Jletsiero, notepsia paBHOBECHE U
YyTb OBUIO HE 3aKyBBIPKAJICS caM. BriripaBuiics n 1o6aBmiT: — MBI jke MOJKEM ero nepexBaTuTh, JIsH?

Munaammii mocMOTpes Ha MEHSI:

— Tl cepbesno, danbka? Thl Xouenib aparbes?

W g He BbIIEpKAIL. S CIIMIIKOM XOPOILIO TOMHMJI, KaK YJIENIETIBAI 10 TOPaM OT Iapsl JleTamux,
MHE 3aXOTeJIOCh PACCYUTATHCS C HUMMU.

— Bbpochb Tpycuts! —3a0pait s Ha JIsHa 1 MeTHYJICs Briepel, HaBcTpeuy Jlersiemy. JIsn noneren
CIIETIOM.

MBp1 comkanuck, Oeps Oeriiena B KOJbIIo, — 51 ¢ JISHOM u ipyras napa. Jletsiwmii yBuaen Hac u
nonpoOoBas NOTHATHCS BbIIlIE, HO JI9H JIerko orepeut ero 1 3aBKC HaJl TeMHOM durypoit. B pykax
OH C:KUMaJI HOX, U JIeTSIIMiA He pUCKHYJI aTakoBaTh Moero Miajiero cHu3y. JIsH yke roBOpuII MHe,
YTO MO3UIIMSA HaJ] BparoM — camasi yioOHast B 00I0.

BrixBaTuB 13 HOKEH Meu, s1 mpuOnm3mics K Jlersmemy. Kpbuibst camu Tammim MeHsi B O0#,
Y'Y MEHs BJIPYT NOSIBUJIACh YeTKasi YBEPEHHOCTDb — 51 BCE c/enalo Kak Hajlo. [logieuy K cyiecTBy u3
Mpaka — 1 youio. Jla, yOblo, TOTOMY YTO OHHM YOMBAIOT JIIOIEH, TIOTOMY YTO OHHU IPUHECITU B ITOT MU
ThbMY, IOTOMY 4TO 1 Tenepb — Crapiumii B nape. MIHTepecHo nuiib, Ha KOro ke noxox Jlersammii — Ha
NITUILLY, Ha SIIIEpa WK BCE JKE Ha YEJIOBEKA, HO C YPOIJIUBBIM, 37IbIM JIMLIOM.

Kaxof1 xe ritymblii s Torzaa Obu. ...

[TonueipayB nop Jlersiero, s cBeuoil B3MbLI BBEPX M OKA3aJICS C HUM JIMLIOM K Juity. [ymaro,
JI3H B 3TOT MUT OBLT MHOM J0BOJIEH — ero CTapIivii BBITIOJHW aTaKy KPacHBO.

BrinonHu — 1 3amep, MOTOMY YTO YKYTaHHBI B KOMOWHE30H U3 ThMbI, PACKPBHIB OTPOMHBIE
YepHbIe KPbUIbs, TIEPeI0 MHOM BUCEN CaMblil OOBIYHBIA YeoBeK. Mosonoi napeHb, 4eM-TO TOXO-
xwuit Ha [1IoKu, TONBKO JIMIO €ro He 3aKpbiBaJia Mpo3payHasi I1acTuHa, Kak y Kpbutateix, oHO ObLIO
oTKpbITO. U 171a3a cMoTpenu Ha MeHs1 — OH Buzes. Bujien ckBo3b BEUHYIO HOUb.

— He yowugaii, — mpoxpuren oH. — He yousaii. ..

41 3acThu1 B BO3AyXe, MHib KpbU1o moaaep:KMBaio MeHs, a Med ObLT HaripaByieH Ha JleTsiero.
V Hero Meua He ObUTO, HABEPHOE, TIOTEPSLT B CXBATKe.

— Ornycry, — THXO, 5 €Ba YCJBIIIAT €ro B CBUCTE BeTpa, npowentan Jlersmmil. [Tox Hamu
ObLIO C KWJIOMETP BBICOTHI, IOTOM — CKaJIbl, U 51 BSUIO TIOIYMaJl, YTO CTOUT MHE JIMIIb YIAPUTh IO
YEpHOMY KpbL1Y, U...

— Otmnycry, — noBropun Jletsinumid. Te aBoe, YTO yOMIM €ro HamapHUKa, MPUOKAIICH. JIoH
CBEpXY 3aKpuya:

— beii! beii, Jlanpka!

— Jletn, — mporentan s, omyckast med. M yBunen ynusnenue Ha iune Jlersero. OObraHOM
YeJIOBEUECKOM JIMIIE, JIMIIIb CIerKa UCKaKEHHOM KaKOW-TO BHYTPEHHEH OOJIbIO.

— Jletu co MHOM, — npoientan oH. — Jletu, To1 Har!

— Her! — 3aopan . — Yxonu!

— Tw1 emie npugens, — npousHec Jletsmii u yHeccst BHU3. OH HaOpat CKOPOCTh B IMKMPOBA-
HUM, TIOTOM PACKMHYJI YepHbIE TMOJOTHHUINA KPbUILEB M 3aCKOJBb3UI HaJ ropamu. Ero yxe ObU1o He
JOTHATb.

— Yro Thl Hazenan! — 3akpuuan JIsn, cnyckasch ko MHe. — Yto Thl Hajenan, Crapiuii!

— OH xe yesnoBek!

— OH u3 Tembl! OH ee npuciTyKHUK !

— OH Takoii ke, kak Mbl! OH yesoBek !

— Tb1 Hac oOoux moryow1, — He ciyimas, nporentan JIsH. — JlaHbka. . .
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[o nuity ero TeKJM cie3bl, U s KaK-TO pa3oM Npuiien B ceds. [eiicTBUTEIbHO, pa3Be MPUCITY K-
HUKHY 3J1a HE MOTYT OBbITh JIIOAbMU — BHelIHe? MOoryT.

— 4 Bupen! — 3akpuuan KppuiaTblii U3 Jpyroi napsl, nojaserast K Ham. — Thl OTITYCTHJI €10, Th
npenan!

It0 ObUT MAJTBUMIIKA, Haill ¢ JIsHOM poBecHUK. Ero Crapimii, 6osee TsKelblil 1 HeTTOBOPOT-
JINBBIM, OTCTAJI.

— 41 Bce oObsicHO! — KpukHYA 5. Ho Mens ne ciymamu. Tomeren n Crapimuii, TOT camblit
napeHb, ¢ KOTOPbIM 51 Buepa Japaics. VI MeHs1 3To HUuyTh He yauBwiIo. Eciu yk He Be3eT — Tak BO
BCEM cpasy.

— IMonpoOyenb CKpBIThCS? — ¢ HAEKAOM cripocuy oH. B pykax y Hero ObL1 apOasier.

— U He nomymarto, — Xpabpsich N30 BCeX CHII, OTBETUN . — S Bce 0OBACHIO.

— IMonpoGyii. .. Yeku, setu B ropor. [TycTs Bce coOepyTcs Ha TUIOMIAIN, Y BUCEIUIIBL.

Ero Mnanuuii, sIBHO yBepeHHBI B ITpeBOcXocTBe cBoero Crapiiero Hag Hamu ¢ JIsHow, rose-
TeJ1 B TOPO[I.

— Teneps BbI! — ckoman0Ba1 MO# Bpar. — Q0a. Tei, JIoH, Oyaels onpaBabIBaThCs OTACTBHO.

MpelI nonetenu K ropony. JIsH npuOIM3uIIcs KO MHE U IISTTHYJT:

— Iorpo6yto BEIOWTH y Hero apOanert. 51 ObicTphiid, 51 ycnewo. U yinetnm.

— Kyna? — orBetun s1. — He Oo¥icsi, BBIKpyTUMCH.

— Touno? — co cnaboit Hajieka0H cripocu JIoH.

— He 6orica, Mutagmmii!

Sl cobupascs pacckazaTtb UM npaay. O TOM, Kak MPUINET U3 HAIeTO MUPa, KaK BCTPETUJICS C
JIsHoM, Kak Haman Ha JleTsaiero, Ho pacTepsiiCcs, YBUIEB, UTO OH YEJIOBEK, KaK U MBbl.

W numib xorjga Mbl CTaly CHUKATbCs HaJl TOPOZIOM, 51 TIOHSUI: 9TO BCE PAacCKa3blBaTh HEJIb3S.
Huxkak Henb3s. [TotoMy 4T0 MEHs-TO, MOXET OBbITh, TOTAA U MPOCTST. A BOT JI3HY, KOTOPBIN CKPBLI
MOIO TaifHy, KOHEIl.

B stor mur mHe 3axotesnock yieretb. Ho BOKpyr Hac yxe jietan aecsitok KpeiiaTeix, u yoe-
raThb, a ele ¢ MOMM OIBITOM TIOJIETOB, ObUTO Oe3yMueM. Mbl MPU3EMIIHIIVCh B TIEHTPE TUIOMIAIH,
3aMoJIHEHHON HApOJIOM, Ha MaJIeHbKUI CBOOOMHBIN MATa40K. Clienom, MpsMo B TOJNITY, HEOPEKHO
nonagany KpeuiaTele.

— 4 cpa3y modyBCcTBOBaJI B HEM T'HWUJIb! — IPOMKO KPHUKHYJI Haml KOHBoup. — M Obul mpaB!
Ceroans 3t1oT... Crapmmuii. .. ortmyctiu Jlersmero! Yto HaM kJaTh OT Hero 3aBTpa’?

Jlionn Bokpyr Momuani. 3aeck Obii v Crapime, 1 Mnajamue, U JEBYIIKH, U B3POCIIBIE.
[paBaa, mocnenHux 6pUT0 HEMHOTo. Ho Bce OHM cMOTpesn Ha MeHsI Tak. ..

Mse crasio crpantHo. Pa3Be MOXHO orpaBaaThes nepe JIIOAbME, KOTOpble TeOst HEeHABUIAT U
3apaHee Bce perumin’?

— Yro HaMm k/1aTh OT HEero 3aBTpa? — NoBTOpWMII NapeHs. — [la Huuero! [Toromy uTO MBI pacria-
TUMCSI C HUM CerofHs!

W oH rpoMko 3axoxoTaj coOocTBeHHOM myTke. CKBO3b TONIMy KO MHe npoTonkaics Iloku.
Ilepen Hum paccrynanuch — BuaumMo, ok B ropone yBaxaniu.

— 3auem ThI 310 czienaln, [Janbka? — pe3ko CIpoCuI OH.

4 momyan. Jla v 9To MHE ObLIIO TOBOPUTH?

— Hayio permrs miib 0iHO, — TapaTOpWII TEM BPEMEHEM YHUKEHHBI MHOM Buepa Crapiuuil. —
Tpyc oH wm npenarens. MHe Kaxercs, 4To MpeaaTellb.

— Vitmucs, — 6pocuit emy Illoku. — [Tanbka! Kak Bce Ob110?

A nocmotpen emy B miaza — v noHsu: [1Ioku gaer MHe 1IaHc.

[IbiTaercs parp.

—I'maza, — HeoxumaHHO ckazai . — [1a3a! ¥V MeHs ObIBaeT Takoe € I1a3aMHu, s HAYMHAIO IJI0X0
BuzieTh. $1 moaseren k Jlersmemy v motepsi opueHTauio! A MoToM TOT yike ObLT AajeKo.
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HasepHoe, s BcrioMHWII, Kak Mbl (paHTa3MpOBAIM B IIKOJIE Nepell KOHTpoiabHbIMU. ['onoBa
O0NHT, B )KMBOTE KOJIMKH, MAJIeI] Ha PyKe BBIBEPHYJI. .. B 1MIKone Takoe momorano.

— Uyms! — 3aopan Crapimii, HacTaBisisi Ha MeHs1 apOasier. Ho Illoku B3MaxoM pykd CHOBa
ocanun ero. [ToBepHyscs k JIsHy 1 cripocuit:

— Tw1 31271 00 3TOM?

JIsH nomoTas roJ10Bo¥ U, BOT MOJIOZIEL], TOPOIUIMBO CKa3all:

— Her, He 3Ha71, HO y JJaHBKM 4TO-TO OBUIO C IJIa3aMH, OH BpeMEHAMU OCTAHABJIMBAJICS, TEP UX. ..

— He BepbTe ero Miagmemy, oH u cam Tpyc!

— 3arkHuch, IBoH, — TBepao ckazan [lloku. — Beskoe OpiBaet. CrioBo Jlanbku v ero Mitafiiero
MPOTHUB TBOETO U TBOoero Muaaiero. Huups.

Kax nHu crpanHo, VIBoH He kKazascst 0co6o oropueHHbIM. OH yJIBIOHYJICS U CKa3all, CIIOBHO MPO-
LUTUPOBAJ C KHWKKH:

— Kpbunateiit jommkeH ObITh TOTOB K MOJETY U 00I0. A ecii ToJBesia ero pyka — OTCEKUTE PyKY,
€CJIM He YCJIbIILIAJI OH CUI'HAaJla — OTPEXbTEe YIIU. .. Thl IOMHUIIB IIpaBuiia BeuieTa, [lokn?

Tot kuBHYII. I ele HUYEro He MOHSUI, HO PEIiJI, YTO AOKHUIAThCS pa3Bsi3ku He Oymy. Baneuy
— u Oynp uto Oyznert. [locrapatoch ynpars. ..

Mens cxBaTWIM 32 pyKH, KTO-TO, YIIaB HA 3eMJII0, BLEWJICS B HOTH. S1 Jaxke 1 CONpPOTUBIISATHCS
He 1poOoBajl. B monmMuHyTH ¢ MeHs copBayii KpbLio, 1 51 ocTascs epe] TOJINOW B OHUX TJIaBKaXx,
KaK M IIPUIIIE] COBCEM He1aBHO B ropoj. [Touemy-To craio ropaszio crpaiitee, CJI0BHO OfIexk1a MOIJIa
OT Yero-To 3alIUTUTh. XOPOIIO XOTb, YbH-TO IPyOble MabIlbl HAJEIH HA MEHS OUKH.

— To1 Bce nonsin? — cnpocut [loku. — Ato 3akoH, [laHbKa.

Sl HM4ero He MOHMMaJI, HO Bce-Taku KMBHYJ. Cripocuit:

— Yro Oyner ¢ JIsnom?

— Ecnu Tl He BbIf/IElIb C HUIM Ha CJIEyIOIMI BbUIET, eMy IpuaeTcs uckarb apyroro Crap-
mero, — ¢ couyBcrBueM ckaszai lokwu.

Ecnu He Boiiiy? 3HauuT, HaJIeKJa BCE-TaKU €CTh?

— [oku, JIsn He Tpyc. [Tomoru emy ecinu 4To, — MOMPOCKUII £1.

[Ioku KMBHYJ U, TOBEPHYBILUKCH K TOJIIE, 3a0paJ:

— Yro BB Bce coOpanmuck? Dto aeno Kpeutateix! M nporonute Miaammmx, UM HEYero 31ech
aenarh!

JKeHIMHB ¥ MaJIbYMIIKHA TTOMJIA/IIIE CTATd OBICTPO BHIOMPAThCS W3 TOMMBL. JIWIs ofuH U3
MYKUMH cOKOMHO Bo3pasui [loku:

— M1 Toxe 661 Kpbutateivu. U BripaBe octatbest. K Tomy ke Komy-To ipuaeTcsi ObITh C STUM
MAJIBYMKOM. .. TIOTOM. [IpcMOTpeTh 3a HUM.

— Xopouo, — xmypo cornacuics [loku. — IBoH, Thl 10BOJIEH?

— BrioniHe! — Haro OTBETHMII TOT.

— ToI Tak HeHaBUIUIIb [laHBKY?

— {1 HenaBuxky Jletaumx. A OH OTIIYCTHIJI OJHOTO U3 HUX!

[Hoku nopomies KO MHE W JOocTall KMHXal. f 3azmeprajcsi, HO MEHs JepXald Kpenko, He
BBIpBeIIbCs. UTo ke OH codupaeTcs aenarsb?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[TpouuTaiitTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEIMKOM, KYIHB IIOJHYIO JIeraabHYI0 Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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