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Bce xoTAT 3amMyk 3a IpUHIIA, a YTO JeiaTh TeM, KoMy umneparop aocraics? [a
TaKOM, YTO O€3KaJOCTHBIM YparaHoM CMETaeT UBIIN3AINU, )KECTOKO CKUTAET
BpAaroB U C JJACKOBOU YJIHIOKON YHUYTOXKAET Te€X, KTO PUCKHYJ HE MOTYMHUTHCS
NpUKa3y BeJIMKoro ApasnsHa. Ho naxe camble MOTYIIECTBEHHbIE U BCECUIIbHBIE

HE MOTYT MPHUKa3bIBaTh CBOEMY CEpP/LLY, a MOJII0OUB, yke HU Nepei YeM He
ocTaHOBATCS1 B 60pb0e 3a cBoe cyacThe. Ero cyap0a He Oblia IPOCTOM, a ero 1eib —
3arajika, Koropyio KaTpuoHe ele ToabKO MpeICTOUT pas3rajarh, Beb OHA OTJIMYHO
3HAET: HE MPOUTPHIBAET JIUIIbH TOT, KTO HUKOrA He caaetrcs. M Kart, cTucHyB 3y0bl,
OyZieT uckath cjiadble MecTa Cyrnpyra, MUAjIo yablO0aTbcsl U TOTOBUTD 3arOBOP. . .
BrI30B OpollieH, urpa Ha4aiach.
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Bce npasa 3auwuuenvl. Huxakas uacmo 31eKmMpoHHOU 8epCUL 3MOoLl KHUZU He MOXMcem Oblmb
80CNPOU38e0eHA 8 KaKoli Obl Mo HU ObLA0 hopMe U KaKUMU Obl MO HU ObLAO CPeOCBAMU, BKAHOUAS
pasmewjeHue ¢ cemu MHmeprem u 6 KOpnopamueHuix cemsix, OAs YACMHO20 U NYONUUHO20 UCNONB3O-
8aHUS 0€3 NUCbMEHHO20 PA3PEULeHUs. BAA0ENbUA ABIMOPCKUX NPAB.

[NonaeHs BCTpeTHIT MEHSI KPUKOM IITHIL M )KYTKOH T'OJIOBHOM O0J1bI0. JIeska Ha CMSATBIX IPOCTHI-
HSX U OTKPOBEHHO BJIAKHOU IOCJIE HOYHOIN UCTEPUM NOAYILIKE, S C Y’KaCOM BCIIOMUHAJIA YCMEIIKY
BEJIMKOTO MMIIEpAToOpa U €ro MpoBOKAIIMOHHOE: «KaTpruoHa, Bbl CTAHETE MOEH. .. KEHOW 7»

I'nyxo 3actoHaB, nmomnbITanach OCO3HaTh Mpousoleniiee. «KeHa kecaps»... Jaxe CJIOB HeT.
XoTs caM (paKT TOro, YTO HAlll BEJIMKHUIA M YKACHBIM BIIEPBbIE 32 TPHCTA JIET 03a00THIICS OpaYHBIMU
y3aMu, HECOMHEHHO, BbI3bIBaJl HTEpec! W s1 Obl gaxe mopagoBaiach 3a UMIEpATOpa, eciiu Obl He
OIJHO «HO» — CTaTh Cynpyron ApasjgeHa iapac Amepo npeacTosiyio MUMEHHO MHe!

CrpamHo! JleficTBUTENBHO CTpaliHo. BriepBeie Oymayiiee myraao cBOei OmpeieieHHOCThIO U
BMecTe ¢ TeM abCOMOTHON HeorpeaeneHHOCThio! C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI, 3TO MOXHO pacCMaTpHBATh
KaK CHEJKY BeKa — Kecapb IOJy4aeT MeHs, s noiydaio AsbsHc [Ipaiiasl co BceMU COpOKa CEMbIO
TO/IBJIACTHBIMU TOCY/IAPCTBAMHU M KOHTpOJMpyeMbIMH TeppuTopusimu! Jla s OmKHA OBITH IPOCTO
cyaciuBal

Bort Tonbko pasoBarbCcs NOYEMy-TO He nonydanock... CoBceM. HecMoTpst Ha paaysxHble niep-
crieKTUBbl. CTOMIIO TOJTBKO MPEICTABUTH JIeAsTHbIE, BBI3BIBAIOIIME OE30TUETHBIN YKac I71a3a Kecapsi, U
XOTeJIOCh peBeTh B rosioc. U 51, BO3MOXKHO, Aaxe 3apeBea Obl, HO CHOBAa BCIIOMUHAJIOCh YBEPEHHOE:
«Kart, g 1ebs He otnam...» U moyemy-To s Bepwia. HampacHo, HaBepHOE, 9TO e PhUKUM, HO BCE
paBHO Bepua. ..

A 3a 1BEpAMU IIENTAINACH CITY)KAHKH:

— IpuHniecca-To Buepa ycrpounia, a?

— 41 Bam roBopmIia — JMOOUT OHA AAJUIAPUIIIA, U TOKMO ero!

— Tax aiicup [Iunap 6pocuii ee U yexai, He 3psi OHa TaK phbliaaal

— A Kak BbBUIa-TO, JKEHIIMHBI, Kak BbUIa... Cepriie KpoBbio oOnuBaiock! Y Beapb Bcerga takas
CKpbITHAs, HUKOI/IA M CJIE3MHKU HE MPOJIUJA, a TYT TOYHO BOJIYMIIA paHeHas !

— ...Koposnesa 31ech BCIO HOUEHBKY CUJEIA. . .

— ...JlaBHO nopa! [IBaguars Jietr, noay, J04b HE 3aMedalia, BCe CTOPOHUIIACh, & TYT BCIIOM-
HWIA. ..

— ...A K KOpOJIO TOT caMbli JIopHrell prObLI, KoToporo Mats [IpapoautenbHuIia Mokapania. . .

VYenpimag nocnesHee, s noackoumna. [IpoctoHana, oOXBaTHB rojioBy, HO PEIIMTENIbHO ABUHY-
JIach K BBIXOAY U3 CHAJIBHU.

Bax! D1o 51 aBepM pacnaxHya... 3a4eM ke Tak rpoMKko-To? benHas Mos royoa, BOT Tede U
HAIWJIACh C TOps... WIK OT PaJ0OCTH, TYT YK Kak NocMoTpeTb. CKpUBUIIACK, IVIS/Is1 HA UCITyTAaHHBIX
MOUM THOSIBJIEHUEM CITYKaHOK, XPUILIO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Korna npu6bin uMnepatopckuil mociaHHuK ?

— Tonbko 4uro. 5, nogHuMasCh, BUJENA. .. U3 OpTaja BbIIE. .. — OTBETHIA JIuxep, ocranbHble
HAXOJIMJIMCh TO JIM B TTyOOKOM peBepaHce, TO JId B HETTTYOOKOM 0OMOpOKE.

— BanHy, BUHa U cepblil KOCTIOM! — ITpHUKa3asa fI.
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CrycTst mojyaca s, HeCKOJIbKO 3aXMeJIeBIasi, HO CIIOKOMHAS Y pellrTesIbHA s, BXOAW/IA B OTIIOB-
ckuit kabuHeT. [IprcyTCTBYIOIIME JTOPIBI U ACUPBI BCTAJIH, TIPUBETCTBYS MEHsI, TIOCIAHHUK — aliCHp
Wnepu — Hanienut yabIOKy Ha B3OeIeHHOE JIHIIO.

Mo myTH clona s Bce qymMasia: 9To KOro e Haka3asl Kecaphb, IIPUCIIaB JIOPUIIA B KAYeCTBE BECT-
HUKa, — MeHs ui Unepu? YBuaeB BbipaxeHue aulia aicupa, s noHsuia — ero. He mpoctui, BuIumo,
Halll BeJIMKUIA UHTPUXKU C COOCTBEHHOM JIIOOOBHUIICH.

— JloGporo aHs, oterl, aiicup Unepwu, J0pabl, — s CKJIIOHWIACH B peBEepaHCe.

— HoGporo aus, avicupa Karpuona, — Vinepu peru ObITh 100pbIM.

Benusara! Bugumo, 310 IeUCTBUTEILHO CTAJIO A1 HETO JKeCTOYAIINM Haka3zaHueM. Bce meu-
TaJI OT MEHsI U30aBUTHCS, ¥ BAPYT 5 — ero Oyayinas uMreparpuiia. [la, ornpeaeneHHO Koe-4To B Ipe/-
JIO)XKEHUU Kecapsl IOCTABUJIO MHE yIOBOJILCTBUE. YHIkeHue nepu, Hapumep.

S Muo yABIOHYIACh U MTOIOOOTBITCTBOBAIA:

— Ipumm no3apaButh MeHs, a, Unepu? — BoT Tede, 1 (haMIITbsIpHUYATH TETEPh S UMEIO O

HOE TTPago.
Oco3HaJl, CKPUBUIICS, HO CHICPKAIICA. . .
— INo3BoJbTe Bac MO3APABUTD. .. — HAYAIT JIOPHUELL.

W nonascs xe B JIOBYIIKY, B KOTOPOH yke ObIBaJI HE pas.

— Ilo3BosA10, — MHJIOCTMBO COIVIACUJIACH f1.

OnsTh CKPUBUICS, HO TIOKJIOHUJICSI BHOBb U TIPOU3HEC!

— INoznpasnsio Bac, aiicupa Karpuona. Bel ynoctonnmch HeObIBaION uecTu!

Ha yx, neiictButenbHo. Kecapsi Tpu Beka 10 MeHsI IIBITAIMCh 3aIONy4YHTh, a TIOBE3JIO TOJBKO
MHe. .. CyIopOoKHBIN BCXJIUT yiajaock noaaButh. Hy mouemy s tak pearupyio?! 1 nomkHa pajgoBarbes
1 Onarogaputh Ccyap0y, sl JOJDKHA TIETh OT CYACThsl M IIPOAYMBIBaTh, KOTO 3aMEHIO B amrapare yIpaB-
JICHUs. .. a KCTaTH. ..

— Aiicup WUnepu, — Mo# T0JI0C JTACKOB IO MTPUTOPHOCTH, — BBl yKe 00yMasin, YeM 3aiMeTeCh
TOCJIe UMIIePaTOPCKON CBaIbObI?

Ocosznan Hamek. MHTepecHO, a BbI3oB mpumet? [Ipumer, He cMokeT yaepkarbes... He ynep-
Kascs.

— MHe cTouT NOABICKMBaTh HOBOE MECTO /ISl TIPHJIOKEHUsI MOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEN? — HEPBHO
Bonpocu1 Nnepu.

— HecomuenHo, — moaTBepania s ero OyayIiylo OTCTaBKy, U, TOXKaIyH, 3To OyaeT BechbMa Ipu-
ATHOE JEUCTBO. .. JJIs MEHS, ECTECTBEHHO.

[Mo6nemuen. [Mocepen naxe. BemHeHbKUH, CKOJB JKeCTOYAlIIIee KPyIIeHHe BCeX ero IIaHoB, a
MPUYMHA, KaK BCET/a, 51, 9YTO OYSHb MPUSTHO. .. MHE.

4l mpomia K oTIity, BCTana Mo MpaBylo CTOPOHY €ro Kpecia U MOMHTepecoBasIach, UTHOPUPYS
Nnepu:

— W ckonb rpaHavo3HbIe U3BECTHS TIOBEJAT YBAKAEMbIH MOCIAHHUK ?

Orer B3sU1 MEHS 32 PYKY, MOITIAIN TAJIBYUKH U. .. «yOUID»:

— CBazp0Oa OyaeT cerofHsi, Ha 3TOM HaCTauBaeT Kecapb, a sl CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI HE BUKY CMbIC/IA
OTKa3bIBATHCS.

Ceronusa?! Kak nensnoit Bonout okatuu! Ceronus! O Benukuii benblil qyX, 3a 4To MHE 3TO. . .

A nerTanace cuepxarbes! MckpenHe nbiTanack. S noHuMana, yro Mnepu orciekuBaeT Majien-
11ee OTpakeHHe IMOLIMI Ha MOEM JIMIIE, HO... Cys 1O ero JOBOJIBHOW YXMBIIKE, OH pasmiisien To,
YTO s MBITAACh CKPBITh. M KaK BBISICHUIIOCH, OH MOHSLT OOJIbIIE, YeM MHE OBl XOTEJIOCh:

— Aiicupa Katprona omnacaertcs mepBoi OpauHOi HOUM? — ¥ TOH TaKOM. . . JTI0OE3HO-TTPUTOPHBIN.
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Hawmexkaet Ha mou npukmouenus ¢ Iuaapom? OcBeIOMIEHHOCTh, HECOMHEHHO, Ha YPOBHE, HO
3TO THI 3psl, Mnepw, 51 mogoOHOro He MpOIAIo, a AJIsi TOr0 YTOOBl HE HarOBOPWJI Kecaplo JIMIITHEro,
NoJTyyan:

— BriosiHe 060CHOBaHHBIH CTpax [isl HEBUHHOM JEBYIIKH, HE TaK JIM? — sl MUJIO YJIBIOHY/IACh.

Becbma HeJoBepuMBBIi B3MJIsI/, HO BOIIPOC, SIBHO BOHUKINMNA Y Miiepu, ObLT ObI yke MpsSMbIM
OCKopOJIeHreM, U TTOTOMY JIOPHEI] CMOJTJaIL.

Tak, Tenepb neperieM K 00CyXJIEHUIO0 MHBIX BOITPOCOB.

— Orett, — 51 cTapajiach TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO, — MTOYEMY UMEHHO CerofgHs?

— Ha stom HacTamBaeT kecapb, — Mamna JOBOJIbHO yibiOasics. Buaumo, eMy cooOmuIM 1 4ro-
TO elle, He 3psi e TaK PagyeTcs.

S B3rsiHyna Ha Vinepu u cekperapeii oTIia v Bce e MO3BOMIIa ce0e BhIKa3aTh HEIOBOJIbCTBO:

— ¥V MeHs... 1axe 1iaThs HeT.

— Karpuona, — Terepb BO3MYTHIICS OTell, — TOAOOHBIE BOMPOCH peliaii ¢ MaTephio!

SIcHO, 3HAUMT, MOU HAMEK MOHSsLI, HO BHATH He petuics. [Torpscatome! [Tpocto notpsicaoie!

— W xorja MMEHHO. .. cue 3HaMeHaTeIbHOe COObITHE? — He CKphIBasi THEBA, CIIPOCHJIA 1.

— Ha 3akare, B mtaBHOM Xpame Marepu [IpapoguresibHutipl, — noacyetuics ¢ orsetom Mnepu, —
K MIPUTOTOBJIEHUSIM OBUTH MTPUBJICYEHBI Mar.

Oro, 3HaYMT, BCE TaK CEPbE3HO. .. MOWY ellle BHIIbI0. VIHTepecHo, MbsiHas HeBeCcTa — 3TO HOp-
MaJIbHOE SIBJICHHUE, TIPH YCIIOBUH, UTO BO3PACT JKEHHMXA IMPEBBIIIAET €€ COOCTBEHHBIM. . . JaKe He 3Hal0,
Ha CKOJIbKO, HO Kecapb ObLT Obl CTapoBaT M I Moel mpadadymku. O yem s qymaio?! D1o ke cam
kecapb [Ipaiinpl, Benmukuil ApasneH inapac Aiepo, st JoJKHA ObITh CYACTIIMBA U TOpAA COOOH. . .

OTtnpasiock ropaUThCs IPSMO cervac!

— Yro %, He Oyay BaM MellaTh, — BEKJIMBO MPOU3HECIA I, PEIIUB MOKUHYTh JBOPELL. .. U yTO-
uThesA. .. X0t 0 yeM 310 57 [loiiny nomiasao. .. OT cyacThsl.

Bce BHOBB BcTasnu, mpoBokasi MeHsi, HO Miiepu, Mep3aBell, BIOTOHKY 3asIBIT:

— He crout onacarscs 310it HOuH, aiicupa KarpuoHa, kecapb Bac He pa3oyapyer, a ero Temrie-
PaMEeHTy... MOTYT MO3aBUAOBATH U IOHIIBL.

O, ckoib mone3Has uHgopmanus! S pazBepHyIach v, TPEMUIIO YIbIOAsCh, OTBETHIIA:

— Brnaropapio, Tenepb, KOrjaa Bbl COOOIIMIIM MHE CTOJIb IIUKAHTHBIE TOAPOOHOCTH, 5 IPOCTO. ..
TpeIelly B CYaCTIIMBOM OKUJIaHUH !

W teGe Obl 3aTKHYTCS, XJIBII JIOPUICKUM, TAK HET e, OTBECUJI MUPOHUYHBIN MOKJIOH U MTPOJOJI-
Kaer:

— Iporry nporteHusi, HO JOMKEH 3aMETUTb, YTO CYACTIIMBOM BbI He BHIIIsiiuTe. OOBIYHAS HEeBe-
CTa ¢ PaI0CThIO OBl [yMaJia O CTOJIb 3HAMEHATEJTbHOM COOBITHH, & BHI. ..

S1 pazosnuiack, HO eciii OWTh, TaK OUTH C JJACKOBOU YJIBIOKOW Ha JIUIIE.

— A Bam JIOBOAMJIOCH OBITh OOBIYHOM HeBeCTOM, aiicup Miepu? — sIOBUTO MOWHTEPECOBAIACH
s, @ 3aTeM Iepeliia FpaHuIbl JomycTiMoro: — M Kak nporuia Baia nepsast Opaunas Houb? Hageroch,
BaM JIOCTAJICS] TEMIIEPAMEHTHBII U. .. BBIHO-O-OC/IUBBIN CYIPYT.

Bor oHo, TierBopHOe BiusHEe [unapa! Otenr oT MeHs MOAOOHOTO HE OXMIAJ, MOITOMY
MMEHHO ero rHeBHOe «KarproHa!» 1 MoJI0KHUIO KOHEI| pa30rpaTeIbCTBaM.

— Her, aiicup Unepu, — pa3BopaunBasich, IpOU3HECA 1, — 00 OTCTABKE MOKETE U HE MEUTaTh. ..
9TO OBUIO OBl CJIMIITKOM. .. MAJIOCEPIHO C MO CTOPOHBI!

k% %k

4l m1a mo Kopuaopam, BEITHpast Ciie3bl, HO JIy4e3apHO yiblOasich BceM BeTpeuHbiM. [TpuaBop-
HbIe TIOI0OOCTPACTHO CKJIOHSUTUCH TPH MOEM TOSIBJICHUH — MX HaOEXaJlo CTONBKO, YTO JIBOpEIl,
TaK He JIMIIIEHHBIA HApO/a, Ka3aJicsl MepernoHeHHoW Oa3apHOoi Tuioniapo. S1 ropao mporiecTsoBasa
MHMO, CyXO OTB€Yasi Ha IPUBETCTBHU S, 3aT€M CBEpPHYJIA B MTOKOM. .. JIopraHbI.
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Jlopa B OKpyXeHUH CBOMX (PPEHJIMH — y Hee OHU ObUIH, B OTJIMYME OT MEHsI, — MPOLyMbIBAJIA
Haps/1 Ha Beuep, W, KOrja s BOIUIA, Ha ee JIMLIE OTPa3uIach CMECh YIMBIICHUS U HEIOBOJILCTBA.

— Kar? — cecrpa rpaiio3Ho nmofHs1ach, BEI3BAaB Y MEHs TIOJTHBINA 3aBUCTH B3J0X. — UTO THI TYT
aenaemb? TeOst UIIET MaTyIIKa, TBOE IJIAThe MPUBE3IH U. . .

Peskuii pazBopoT — 1 s nortonaia K cnanbHe Jloppl. CXBaTHB CO CTOJIA HOXKHUK, HAITPABUIIACH B
BaHHYI0, HO MEHsI KTO-TO Pe3Ko JepHyJ] Hazaa. A JlopuaHa cuiibHas, 51 Jake He OXuaasa.

— Karpuona, Tbl 4TO enaenib? — THEBHO CIPOCHJIA CECTPEHKA.

4l XoTena OTBETUTDb YTO-TO MPUCTOMHOE, HO BMECTO STOTO B3MOJIMJIACH!

— Jlopa, yoeit meHs, a? ThI ke Tak TOro XOTena. .. A JIydIle BbIiAAU, YTOOB! ObLIM CBUICTEIH,
YTO 3TO HE THI, U...

Pe3skast moreurHa MeHsi OTHO3HAYHO OTPE3BUJIA.

1, mpukaB JIaIOHb K MBUIAIOIIEH IIIeKe, HCIYTaHHO CMOTpeJIa Ha CBOIO MII/IIIIEHBKYIO, pa3rHe-
BaHHO B3MPAIOIIYI0 HA MEHSI.

— C yma conuia? — 3716IM 1ienotom crpocuina Jlopuana. — Tl coobpakaeriib, 0 4eM rOBOPHIIIb,
Kar?! Kecapp Becb OMTIIOH CpPOBHSIET C 3eMJIEH. .. TIpeleiIeHThl ObLIM, BCoMHU Mupat. O cebe Thl
JaBHO HE TyMaelllb, Yero TOJIbKO OHA TBOs Moe3aKa ¢ JuHapoM cTomsa, HO MoxyMaid O Hac, KOpo-
JIEBCTBE U HApPOJE, 32 KOTOPbII HECEIb OTBETCTBEHHOCTB !

W Benp ona npasa. CosepiuieHHO npasa. Yo xe s genao?!

— Kart, — cectpa 00OHs11a MeHS1, TOTOM HEOKUIAHHO CKaJla TaK, YTo eBa pedpa He 3aTpelay,
u niporenTtana: — Kat, mpekparu ucteputsb, Thl cama Ha ce0si He TIOXO0Xka.

— IIpocty, — s 6Gpocuia HOX Ha TMOJ, — He 3HAI0, YTO CO MHOM... MPOCTO He 3Hawo... [Iyro,
MOHKMMAIO, YTO TIIYTIO. .. MPOCTH. — $1 CynOopOXHO BCXMMHYIA. — MHe npocTo crpaiiHo, Jlopa, aei-
CTBUTEJILHO cTpairHo. Kecapp, oH. .. s1 6010ch ero. f 6010ch u ero, u cBap0b1! MHEe 6€3yMHO CTpalHo,
Jlopa! 1 s HUKak He Mory ¢ 3TUM crpaBUTheA. .. [Ipocrtu. ..

OTTOJNKHYB CECcTpy, 51 TOTOPOIIIIACH B CBOM ITOKOH, CTAPASICh BEPHYTh JIUILY BbIPKEHHE XOJIO/-
HOHM OTCTpPaHEHHOCTH... JlopuaHa OKJIMKHYJIa MEeHsI yXke B KOpUIope U, He oOpalas BHUMaHUsI Ha
3aMepIIuX MPU MOEM TIOSIBJICHUH MPUABOPHBIX, KPUKHYJA!

— Kar, [lunap teGe nmopapok cBajieOHBII OCTaBUII, 51 K TeOe OTHeca.

MHorna HaMm Tak Majo HYXKHO JJIsl c4acTbs!

S nomyanach B COOCTBEHHbIE TIOKOH, CTAPasiCh BHIIVISIETh HETOPOILIMBOM U BEJIMUECTBEHHOM,
HO cep/tie OMIoCh Kak MoMMaHHasi MTHILIA.

B mMoux anmaprameHTax Hapwi Xxaoc, Oeraim ciayXaHKu U (PPEHTUHBI KOPOJIEBBI, O YeM-TO IeT-
TaJIMCh TIPUIBOPHBIE aMbl, IOPTHUXA C PAAOCTHIO Masiada Bo3omnmia: «[Ipuiuia ee BIcOuecTBO», a
s... s CMOTpeJia Ha IIKaTYJIKy U3 0eJol KOCTH M YyBCTBOBAJIA OT Hee TeIUIO Jake Ha PaCcCTOSHUM.
4l 6ymy XpaHWTh €ro Mmojapok... Byay XpaHWTh, HECMOTPSI HM Ha 4TO, IIOTOMY 4YTO... TIOTOMY YTO
3TO OT HEro.

[Nomoma K CTONMMKY, JIACKOBO MPHUKOCHYNIACH K IIKATYJIKe, OTKPbUIA U TOPHKO YCMEXHYJIACh.
JuHap okazasicsi BepeH cede, M MeHs KJajl, KaKk HaCMeIIKa, IIBETOK acoa... OH ke 3aBsSHET elle /10
3akara!

A MOXeT, 3TO MPOCTO HaMeK ?

W s pemmtenbHO 3aXJIOMHYJIA MIKATYIIKY ! A BMecTe ¢ Hell 3aXJIONHYJIa CTPAaHUYKY COOCTBEHHOM
#u3Hu. I Karprona PunaBuane Yutpumana, s pacueTiimBas CTepBa, s yThIpKa, s IPOKJIATHE, 5 Abs-
BOJIbCKOe oTporbe! [la, B Moel xu3Hu Obutr ['oTMUp U uy0 — 1ieHre. .. Mo moOumblii manovka. Tot
eIMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MIPOCTO TaK OuYeHb JToOw1 MeHs. [la, MHe Ka3ajock, 4to [luHap MHE He 4yKOi,
... s1 Oyoy CKyuarh [0 STOMY HECHOCHOMY PbIKEMY, KOTOPBII BCEera yMyapsuicsi ObITh Ha IIIar BIie-
peau. YTo-To KOJBHYJIO B IPYIM. .. 1a, Oyay cKydats... [To HaImM ckaHaaaam, cxBaTKam, Criopam u
COBMECTHOM IbsTHKE . .. PSI7IOM ¢ HUM s1 4yBCcTBOBasa ceOsl BCer/ia TAKOM HAMBHOM, U B TO e BPeMs. . .
O yem s gymato? to xe [duHap ['paxcoBeH, sl ero HeHaBUXKY, U TOT TIIYIIBIA OOpsi/l B CTENU OKOH-
YaTteJbHO YOUJT BO MHE BCE UyBCTBA... A MOTOM ellle HeMoHsATHoe Ha BumneBom octpose. .. Cromn!

7
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Kakue uysctBa? O uem 51 gymaro?! O yem? Ceituac, Korja nepeio MHOM OTKPBIBAIOTCS] TAKME BO3-
MOHOCTH, s TIOYeMY-TO BCe eIlie [yMalo O TOM, 4T ToTepsiia! A 4to s norepsiia? MoxeT, IBETOK —
9TO AercTBUTENBHO HaMeK? Ho Ha uTo? 1{BeTok acoa... 3aBAHET Ha 3aKare. 3HAYUT, HA 3aKaTe UTo-
To ciyuntcs. Yto? Hy, moMumo Moeli OGpauyHoOi HOUM ¢ KecapeM. A MOToM 0 MeHsl fonuio — [luHap
HE MOT' OCTaBUTh MHE IMHUChMO WU 3aITUCKY, BIOJIHE 3aKOHHO OIacasiCh, YTO MOCIaHUE MHE TIPOCTO
He repeaayT. Ml oH ocTaBUJI IBETOK B KAYECTBE TMOCIAHUS.

— Karpuona, — no3Bajia MeHs1 Mama, BBIPBaB U3 CTPAHHBIX Pa3MbILUIEHUH. . .

Ceituac ObI OTKPBITH TIOPTAJI, cOSKATh K CAMOMY JIyUIlleMy TIalle Ha CBEeTe U CIIPSATATHCS 3a ero
IIIMPOKOU CITUHOM OT BCETO 3TOro MpoKJIsiToro Mupa. .. Ho Jlopa mpasa, 310 kecaps. A cynsOb Mupata
st OUTIOHA 51 He kesajia. 3HAUUT, K IIeHTe 51 He MOUJY... HU CEerofHs, HU 3aBTpa — BO3MOXKHO,
Kora-HuOyab MoToM. YToOBI COOOIUTh 00 OUepeHOM ITYIIOCTH ero MprueMHOM jodepu. .. [lama 3a
TaKoe 0 TOJIOBKE He TIOTIA/IUT, HO U BeIOOpa y MeHs HeT. [IpocTo Her.

— Karpuona!

— Ceiluac, — OTBeTMJIA 51 M CHOBA BBIIUIA B KOPUIOP.

XaHTp, yBUIEB MO B3IJIsA[, CaM T0JIe3 B KapMaH U MPOTSIHYJ MHE HOBYIO (OJISIKKY.

— Cnacu60, — MICKpeHHe TioOJarogapuia s.

— KoHduckyiiTe, — MUTIOCTUBO COTTIACHIICS MOW BEPHBIN CTPaXk, — Y MEHs ellie JIBe C COOO.

— $1 3anomHI0, — moodeIana s ¥ BEpHYJIach B CBOU TTOKOM.

k% %

Huxorga He mymana, 9to ObITh HEBECTOM — 3TO TaK yXkacHO. TOCKY CKpalmBajia TOJBKO
dnsxka. Ee mbITanuch OTHATH, OMH pa3 Jake OTOOpad, HO... Y MEHS JKe eCTb Marusi, U cocys C
CEeMeZIENKOM, ropo Mapsi 1o BO3/AYXY, BEPHYJICA KO MHE. B utore 1 &uUTh XOPOILIO, ¥ )KU3Hb XOPOLIa-
a-a. [IpITasich MOMOYB CITy’KaHKE HaJIeTh HAa MOIO HOKKY TY(PeJIbKY ¢ cepeOpsIHBIMU MPSDKKAMH, 51 pa3
[ATh IPOMAXUBAIACh, HO... TaKU MONaJIa, XOTs MOJO03PEBAI0, YTO MbSHBINA XOXOT YK€ HE HACJIEHOW
MIPUHLIECCHl HUKOTO HE MOPaJ0BaJl.

B kakoii-To MOMEHT MeH$ IOCTaBWJIM TIepe]l 3epKaJIOM, U BCE U3Jalu ApyKHoe «ax!». 51 mpo-
cliemuia 3a WX B3DISIaMU U U3Jajia UcimyranHoe «ou!». Iloce yero mocMoTtpesia Ha MaMmy, BHOBb
yKazajia Ha 3epKaJlo U CIIPOCHJIA:

— A KTO 3107

— Th1, — yneiOasich, OTBETUIIA TIpeKpacHast PuHaBuab YutprmMana.

— A?! — y meHs ObLT IOK. — $] MoXoXka. .. Ha... IPUHIECCY. ..

Bce paccmesuuch, a s mocMoTpenia Ha 4ylo B OETOCHEKHOM, PACHIMTOM OpUUTHAHTAMH U
cepeOpoM 1iatke, ¢ GPUrypou, y KOTOpOi MMeJIHCh B HAJTMYIUY TaKUe IMOKa3aTed, KaKk OCHHAs TaJTus
u... d norsanynack K ¢ustkke. Muae 6b110 0OMAHO, YTO Takoi luHap MeHs He YBUIUT... YKac, BOT
YTO cemMeJerKa ¢ MPUINYHBIMU MPUHIIECCAMU [IEJIAeT — OHU CTAHOBSTCS TO HEYMEPEHHO CMEILIH-
BbIMH, TO CJI€3JIMBO-CEHTUMEHTAIbHBIMU.

CBagp0a. OCHOBHBIE MOMEHTHI:

1. INoxuinenre myTeM MCIONB30BAHUSI Marvy BeTpa BTOpoil (uiskku y Xantpa. He 3a0biTh
MOBBICUTh €My OKJIaJl, TaK KaK pa3rHEBaHHbI KOpoib OUTIIOHA MOEro BEpHOro oduiiepa NpeMuu
JIVILLIAJL.

2. OnskKy 32a0pal OTell, MOCMOTPeT Ha HEPBHO XMXHKAIOIITYI0 MEHsI ¥ IOTUJI BCe caM, BO n30e-
’KaHMe, Tak cKas3ath. Tenepb xuxukaem 06a. [IpruaBopHbIe, cpeid KOTOPBIX TOYEeMY-TO MHOTO OJTH3-
HELIOB, CTPAaHHO Ha Hac cMOTPAT. Elie cTpaHHO TO, YTO MBI C IIANOW BUJIEJIM Y OJHOI JaMbl /1Ba HOCA,
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a OCTaJIbHbIE IOYEMY-TO HE XOTEJIM PasIyIAAbIBaTh CUE YYO IPUPOLIBL. .. XOTS Mbl IPOMOIJIACHO ITPU-
3BaJI HAPOJ OOpaTUTh BHUMAaHUE HA CTOJNb pelKoe siBleHue. [lama o0uaenace... a Hy ee.

3. Paju cTons 3HaMEHATENIbHOTO COOBITHS, KaK COOCTBEHHOE OpaKOCOUeTaHUe, Kecapb CO31all
JEWCTBYIOIIUHT TOPTaJI, TPUYEM OTPOMHBIN, TaK YTO CBaJICOHBIN KOPTEK MTPOeXat OeCIIPErnsITCTBEHHO.
Hawm ¢ oT110M GBLIIO BECeo, ¥ MBI Pa3BJIeKaIMCh TEM, YTO 0OCYKIaIH ABOPIIOBbIE CIuleTHH. .. CTapa-
JIUCh TOBOPUTH ILIETIOTOM, HO 5 CHJIeNa B KapeTe, a OTell exall BEpXoM. .. B pe3yibrare riaHbl Ha Beuep
CPOYHO TIOMEHSII TPH POTOHOCIIA, & YEThIPE JaMbl YSICHIJIH, YTO UM JIyYIlle CKPBIThCSI B UMEHUSIX. . .
OpnuH opn po3pest U y3Hal, IoYeMY Y HEro, TEMHOBOJIOCOTO, U TEMHOBOJIOCOM € €ro Jiequ poau-
JIMCh TP OMOHAMHYMKA... DX, a XOPOUIMK ObLT y HAac KOHIOX... [loToM Mama cka3zasa, 4to cefyac
HAYHEeT 3JIMThCS, U MBI C NATION 3aMOJTYaIIH. . .

4. ITpoxox ckBO3b Moptas u pudkiTHe B [Ipaep — crommity Anbsirca [Ipaiinsl. Hac Becrpeuanu
PagOCTHBIMU KPUKAMU, OCBITIAJIM JIETIECTKAMU LIBETOB. TOPKECTBEHHO MOTPECKUBAIU (helepBEPKH,
c1abo 3aMeTHbIE Ha ellle CBETJIOM HeOOCKJIOHE.

5. 51 Hayasa Tpe3BETh.

W Ha 3TOM Becesbe 3aKOHUNIIOCh.

OrpomHas momaap B popme suminca... [naBHeiii xpam Marepu [IpapoautensHULbl cepuiil
Y BEJIMYECTBEHHBIN, CTOSIIMI HA BOCBMU KOJIOHHAX U OTKPBITHIA BCEM BETpaM U B3opaMm... Kpuku
PagocTHOM TomIbl. .. OkKHaoIpe y XpaMa BecbMa HeJJOBOJIbHbIE COOBITHSIMU AHCHPBI C CEMbSIMU U
MPUABOPHBIMH.

Bcagauku m KapeTsl cBaieOHOTO KOpTeXka OCTAaHOBWJIVMCH Ha Bbe3zie K Iuiomiaau. Oterr crie-
IIAJICS, CTaB CEPbe3HBIM M cOOpaHHbIM. [Tooiist K Moel KapeTe, caM OTKPBUI JBEPILY M MPOTSIHYT
MHE PyKY... Tpaauimu coOmoaaoT qaxe KOpoJu.

Sl mpoTsiHyNa TaJOHb HABCTPEUY U MO3BOJIMIIA BHIBECTU Ce0s1 U3 KApETHl. .. TUIOMA b OTPy3HU-
JIach B TUILIMHY, KaK B COH. .. Tpaauims. TO Ha3bIBACTCS «HE CITYTHYTh cuacTbhe». CunuTaeTcs, 4To B
STOT MOMEHT HaJl MOJIOIIMU BuTaeT OnarocnoBerre Marepu [IpapoanTebHUIIBI U €r0 HeJlb3s CITyT-
HyTb. Yl HECMOTps1 Ha TO YTO OOBIYHO TOJIIIA JIOAEH B JIIOOOM CITydae TUIIMHON He OTJIMYAeTCs, cefuac
ObLI0 THXO0. MomyanuBoe 6e3MoJIBIe, OXBATHBIIEe OOJiee YeM JeCATh ThICAY YeloBeK. .. VIHTepecHo,
OHH JIEICTBUTEIIHHO OOSITCS CIYTHYTh CYACThe, MJIHM OMacaloTCsi Kecapsi, UM MPOCTO BCE B TPAHCE MPU
BU/Ie M30paHHOM UMIepaTopoM naccuu? Yto-To MHE MOACKa3bIBAET, YTO BEPHO TPEThE MPEITIONOKe-
Hue. C apyroi CTOpOHbI, BO BCEH 3TOM cBaIeOHON MUIITYpe 51 BBIIJISIKY MPUCTOWHO, TaK YTO MOKHO
CIUCaTh MOJIYaHUE Ha CTpax Mepe]] KECapeM.

MBbI ¢ OTLIOM IIECTBOBAJIM, KOHTPOJIMPYsl Ka/bli CBOHM LIAr MOJ B3[VISAaMU THICSY MPUCYT-
CTBOBABIIUX... VI MBI ujieM B a0COJIIOTHOM TUILIMHE, B TIOJIHEWIIIEM COOTBETCTBUH C TpaAMIIUEH. .. Bee
TaK TOPKECTBEHHO. .. ¥ Tak rymno! Kak Bce 310 6eckoHeuHo riyno! Kpuunre, Bonute, mpogokanTe
HEUCTOBCTBOBATh! 3/1€Ch HET CYACTbsI, HET JIIOOBU U HET BBHIOOpA... BIPOYEM, HE K ITOMY JI MEHS
roroBwn?! C TpycThio BCIOMHUIIA BCIO Ty BEPEHUILY MPETSHICHTOB HA MOIO PYKY, KOTOpbIe cOeraim
OT MPUHIIECCHI-YTHIPKHU CTOJb OBICTPO, YTO MHOM pa3 CBUTE MPUXOAMIIOCH OexkaTh ciegoM. HeBonbHO
B3[JIsSIHYJIa HA IPUJBOPHBIX U alicupoB. OT TOJIBI MX OTAESUIM JBa Psijia JIETKOBOOPYKEHHBIX CTPaX-
HUKOB, HO B OCTaJIbHOM — KOPOJIM Y TIOBEJIUTEJIH C CEMbSIMU M TPUABOPHBIMU CTOSLIIN, KaK ¥ TPOCTON
Hapon. ] maxe c mara comack, 0co3HaB 310. Kecapb, OTHIM 3TUM MeCTOPaCIONOKEHUEM, MTOKa3a
BCEM, KTO 3/1€Ch X0351UH. M Be/ib paBUTEIISIM MPUILLTIOCh MOJTYa IPOIJIOTUTD (DAKTUUECKH YHUKEHHE.
Amnapra, VHtap, XopHHs — camble KPYIHbIE U MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIE CPE/IM COPOKA CEMU MOABJIACTHBIX
[Tpaiine rocynapcTs, HO M KX KOPOJIU CTOSIT B TOJITIE, OO/IE/IEHHBIE TIOJIAraloIIMMUCS UX CTaTyCy roca-
JOYHBIMUA MECTaMH U Tpovei aTpuOyTHKOM. S mopaxeHa q0 riryOuHbI Aymiu!

Kecaps, B 6esioM pacimmTom cepedpoM KOCTIOMe, OKHMIaJl Ha TIOpOre Xpama. .. BETep Urpajl ero
MPUCOOPAHHBIMU OT BUCKOB MPSIISIMU, M IJIATUHOBO-CEPEOPUCTBIE BOJIOCH! CBEPKAJIM B JIy4ax 3aXo-
ASIIEro COJMHIA... S ¢ rpycThio BCIIOMHIIA TogapeHHoe [JuHapoM KoJbIo. .. Sl Tak XoTesna HaJeTh

9
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€ero, HO pa3Be MOJXOMAT 30JI0TO U PyOHHBI K CBEpKAIoIeMy OeJI0OCHeKHOMY IIIAThIO, YTO IO 00BIYasM
Anbsaca Tpaiinel ObUTo pacmmTo cepedpom? Mama ckaszana, 9to HeT... KoJbllo ocTanoch B TOW
camoy nojiapeHHou JIMHapoM MIKaTyJIKe, PSAAOM C YBSJAIOIIUM [IBETKOM. . .

MBbI OONITIH K CTyNeHM. .. Kecapb MeaieHHO IBUHYJICS HABCTpPEUY, BbI3bIBast KaXJbIM JIBU-
JKEeHUEeM OJIaroroBeiHbIi TpeneT Tojrbl. OH BEIMYECTBEHHO MPUOIM3UIICS KO MHE, U €T0 YJIbIOKa U3
MIPe3pUTENHHON MpeBpaTuiIach B UpoHUYHYyI0... Hy 1a, s Bcerga Oymy [Uist HEro TOM caMoi «XecTo-
KOW HacCMeIKo# cyabObl»! V1 BOT Tenepb OH Ha MHE KEHUTCSI, M OHU C CyAbOOI OyayT HacMeXaThCs
BMecTe... 3a0aBHBIN Ay3T BBIJET — OECCMEPTHBIA Kecaph U Mpu3pavyHas cyapoa. [laxke mymars He
*kernaio 00 rom! Hu 0 yem He sxenato gymatsb. .. MHe X0Te0Cch HOYyBCTBOBATh I0XKIb. . . YTOOBI KarlIHi
najai Ha MOe JIMIO, CMBIBAsI TPUM M keslaHHble ciesbl. Ho ciie3 He Obi10. § ke npuHIecca, 51 00s-
3aHa AepXkKaThb JIMIO B JTIOOOW CUTYalMu... A Opak U3 COOOpaXEHUI MOIUTUYECKON BHITOIBI — UTO
MOXET ObITh €CTECTBEHHEE JJI51 JIEIU MOETO TMOJOKEHH S ?

Tuxuil 3B0H XpyCTAJIBHBIX KOJIOKOJIBYUKOB. .. IIEPEMOHUS Ha4aacCh. . .

Kecapb B3s11 MeH$ 32 PyKy, UyThb CKaJl MOIO OE3BOJIbHYIO JIAIONIKY ¥ OOpaTUJICA K OTILY... UM
BOOOIIIE OBLIO JIETKO TOBOPUTH TIOBEPX MEHs, sl 0O0MM JI0 IJleya He JOoCTaBasia Jaxe Ha riardopme
cBasIcOHBIX Tyeek.

Hauunain kecape:

— Koponb Outiona, Apowitbs DHkepHOH AcTapuMaHa, OT/Aaelllb JId MHE JIOUb CBOIO T10 TIPaBy
OTIIa ¥ ¢ OarocIOBeHUEM Matepu?

N Bo mHe uto-TO cnomasnocs! He xouy, He mory, s He B cuiax! Ilama, ckaxu «HeT»... mpoury
TeOs. .. 51 Bceraa Oblia MOCITYITHOM 0Uepblo, 1 OTKa3anack OT ApiixaHa pagu OutioHa... 5 BepHy-
JIach BO JJBOpEIl Pa/iv CriaceHHsi TBOeH KU3HH. .. [1ama, s CTONbKO pa3 1uia HanepeKop CBOMM IPUH-
[IUIaM ¥ KeJIAHWsIM, XOTh pa3 IiarHu MHe HaBcTpedy! Ilanmouka, Tel HUKOI/IA HE CHpAIINBaJ, Yero
s X0Uy... CIPOCH XOTh pa3, Mpex[e YeM Iepenarb MoK XKU3Hb M Cynb0y B PyKH TOrO, KOro cam
ooutibes. .. Benp Tl Takol OONBINON W CHIIBHBIN, Mara, a si... JIUMIIb J0Yb, 1 MHE TaK HYXHa TBOS
3aumra. .. He genaii atoro... noxanyicra... [lana...

Ho orerr oTryckaet Moo pyKy, U s CIIBIIITY TOPKECTBEHHbIE CJIOBA:

— Kecaps [1paiigpl, Benukuii ApasgeH iapac Auepo, otaao 104b cBowo, Karpuony Punasu-
371b YUTpUMaHa, TI0 MpaBy OTIA U ¢ OJ1arocioBeHreM MaTepu!

Cneinka coBepiieHa!

CTOpOHBI JOBOJIbHBI, MHEHHE KEPTBBI HUKOTO HE BOJIHYET. .. JIydliie Obl MeHsI CheJi TOOJIUHEI ! ..
Jlyudrire 661 MeHsI TPOCTO chenu roOmHBI ! .. Ho cynopoxHBIi B310X — U s1 BHOBb O€py SMOIMH O] KOH-
TPOJIb. .. MeHs B 100OM cilyyae BbIIaIH Obl 3aMy:K UCXOS U3 MOIUTHUECKUX HMHTEPECOB, a Kecapb. . .
OH ITPOCTO CaMbl¥ XyAIIMI ciydail. VI ydmmid, TyT yx Kak nocmotpeTs. U g nocmotpena. Ha xpam
Marepu I[1papogurenbHutisl. Takoi BeIMYECTBEHHBIA U TpoMaHbI. U 51 cTOsi1a niepe HUM MaJleHb-
Kasi, HIYTOXHAsl ¥ UCITyTaHHAsI TIPEJICTOSIINM JIEUCTBOM, HO XpaMy ObLJIO Bce paBHO. 1 Moemy OTity
TOXe OBUIO BCe PaBHO, W BCEW TOJIE, YTO coOpajiach MOria3eTh Ha Yy/l0, TaKke OBbUIO BCEe PAaBHO.
W Hy)HO HaWTH B ceOe CHITbl CMUPHUTBLCSI CO BCEM TUM, U TOTJJa MHE TOXe Oy/IeT BCe PaBHO.

Orten; 1 Kecapb OIHOBPEMEHHO OITYCTMJIMCh Ha TpaBOe KOJEHO, W S, MPUICPKUBAs IUIAThe,
CHsIJTa C UX TIOMOIIBI0 00e Ty(esbKH. .. jKeHe Tonaraercst BXoauTb B xpam Marepu [Ipapoauresns-
HUIIBI, YyBCTBYsI CBOIO PAHUMOCTb. .. [lake mpaButenn o0si3aHbI COOMONATH TPAAUIIHIH.

Koposns Outinona nogusisics, kecapb Toxe. OH NMepBbIM BCTYIHJI HAa CTYTIEHBKY U ITOTSHYJ MEHS
3a coboi. [TpuaepxuBas Kpai 1iaThs, 5 U1 CJISJOM 32 CBOMM CYIIPYrOM U MoBesuTeseM. Benkuii
Ha MIHOBEHME 3aMep Ha Mopore Xpama M JAajbliie MoIe MeajieHHee, maas Mou Hord... Kamuu!
Ocrtpelie, BCnapblBaoIUe KOXy KaMHU. .. BOT Tenepp 51 MOIIa IiakaTh ¢ YMCTOM COBECTHIO, He 0OsICh
ocyxzaenus. .. Ilocie TpeTbero mara crynania yxe, IpUKYCHB TyOy W MIOHMMasi, YTO OCTABJISIIO KPO-
BaBble ciiepl... Tpagumumy — k roomHaM! Hamm sxectokue Tpaauimu!

Orpomnas cratys Marepu [TpapoautebHUIIBI Ka3aaach MHE 3710 YXMBUISIIOIIIEHCS, HO S IONIA,
CLIEMB 3yObl ¥ IPUKYCHB I'yOy 10 KPOBH.

10
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Kecapp yxe nporoapusa cjioBa KJIATBbl YBEPEHHO U XJIAIHOKPOBHO, a f... CIyIIala ero u
B3aparruBaja OT MOPBIBOB ITPOXJIAJIHOIO BETPaA. . . Xorenoch BBIITYCTUTB CBOIO CUJTY, 3aCTABUTDb €€ T1JIA-
caTh IMOJ KYMOJIOM Xpama M 4TOOBI KaJIOOHO 3BEHSIIUE KOJOKOJIbYUKH 3aUTPaiil BECEYI0 MeJo-
IUI0... MeuThl-MeUTHI... TJIyIble MeUTH... A ceiiuac Obl paCKUHYTh PYKH H, 3a0bIB 000 BCEM Ha
cBeTe, OexkaTh 110 JIecy, IMMyCTh Jaxe 3a Ar0JaMH C opvaTamMH... M OXT B MPETOMJIEHHBIX COTHEYHBIX
Jydax s BUepa Tak v He yBuzena... Cepaue 0oe3HeHHo cxanock. Illenre, s1 Oonblie He XOUy 3HATh,
YTO MOE Cep/lle XOTelIo MHe cKas3ath. [IpocTu, mamnouka, 3Ty MoBeaHHYI0 TOOOW MYIPOCTh 51 TaK U
HE cyMeJa IOCTUYb. ..

Moii BEHIIEHOCHBI yXke CYINpYyr 3aMO4all, ¥ BCE 3aMOTYalIM, JaXe KOJOKOJbYMKU CMOJIKIIU.
4 momHsna ronoBy M nmocMoTpena Ha craryio Matepu Ipapoautensautist. .. Hamo Obl ckaszarth cioBa
KJISITBHL, a ... He Mory. Ho nomkna! Pamu OutioHa, paay pogHbIX, paau TeX, 3a00Ta 0 KOM — MO
JOJIT, 10T HAC/IEAHULIBI. . .

- KJIHHyCI). .. VICTIOJIHUTH CBOH AOJIT. .. — IMpoHIenTaia .

Ha Gosnbiniee He 6110 CHIT.

W 3a3BeHeny, Hecsi paJOCTHYIO BECTb, KOJIOKOJIBUMKHM, UX TMOAXBATHIN TPYOBl T€POJIBIOB. . .
Bpaxk cosepiien! OTHbIHE 51 %eHa caMOro CTpAIIHOTrO yesnoBeka B PacceeTHoM mupe. XOTs MOKHO
B3[JISIHYTh HA CUTYALIMIO MHAUE — OTHBIHE 1 K€Ha CaMOro MOT'YILIECTBEHHOIO 4yesioBeKka B PaccBeTHoM
MUpE. .. 0K KeHa. A 4TO TaM B30peleT Kecapio B rOJIOBY — ellie HeM3BECTHO, Y HErO He pa3 JII0O0B-
HUIIBI Tponafamu 6e3 BecTu. .. He Oymy 00 aTom qymats! Y MeHs ceituac qpyras 3a/iaua Ha TIOBECTKe
IHS — 5 JOJDKHA CKaTh 3yObl U, CTapasich He BCKPUKHUBAThH OT OOJIH, JIOWTH 10 Bbixona. W cienats 1o,
COXpaHsisl IOCTOMHCTBO U BbiIepKKY ! [ToToMy 4TO MpUHIIECCH HE IJIa4yT, UMIIepaTpullbl TeM Ooree.

PasBepHynach U, 3aKpbIB I71a3a, clesiaia Iiar. .. Hora MPUKOCHYJIACh K MIAJKOMY Jibay. S uciy-
IaHHO B3[IPOTHY/IA U YAMBJIEHHO MOCMOTpEJa Ha JIEASHYI0 JOPOXKKY, MPOTSHYBILIYIOCS J0 CAMOTO
BBIXO/1a, TIOTOM Ha cympyra. Kecapb yabIOHyIICS ML MHE YTOJIKaMu TyO, U sl TIOU4yBCTBOBaJIa Ona-
TOJAPHOCTh K STOMY CTPAIIIHOMY YeJIOBEKY — TeTlepb UATH OKa3aJIoch He OOJILHO, a X070/ ObLIT CTOJb
KCJTAaHHBbIM JI U3PAHCHHBIX HOT'.

Mu1 ocTaHOBUIIMCH Ha opore Xxpama, 1 TOJIIa Kpru4iaja IO3APaBJICHUA U IOKEJIaHHUA. . . Ham
ObLIO0 Bce paBHO... Kecapp B3umpan Ha TBopsiieecss 6e300pa3ue Oe3pa3IMyHO U BeJIMUYECTBEHHO,
CJIOBHO C JIE/ISTHOTO IbEJECTalIa, a 51... CKPBIBIIKCH 3a MEJICHOH ClIe3.

[Mokumanu rromaae Ha 6etocHeskHOM ckakyHe. Erie onHa tpaguiust! §1 Bce ke BTHCHYIIA U3pa-
HEHHBbIE HOTH B Ty(beJIbKH, XOTS 3TO ObUIO M He 00s3aTeIbHO. XOJIO[HbIE PYKU Kecapss OOHUMAaIU
OepekHO M OJaronpuCcTOMHO, a TOYHEE — XOJIOAHO M OTCTPaHEHHO. BemHbIi Halll BEYHO MOJIOIOW
MMpaBUTEIIb — ITPUIIEIT KOHELL CTOJIb HpO)lOJDKI/ITﬁ)H)HOI;'I XOJIOCT}IHKOI;'I JKN3HU... I/IHTﬁpCCHO, " IIo4YEMy
MHE €ro Jla)ke HU KaleJbKu He kaib? beccepaeunas s u skecTokas.

W MbI eieM 1o yiuiam 3arojIHeHHOTO HapojioM ropopa. [ToBCioay 1IBEThI, IIBETHI, IIBETHI. .. A s
NPaKTUYECKH HUYETO He BUXKY, OTCTPAHUBIIKUCH OT HAPOJA, KaK BEHIIEHOCHBIN CYIPYT OTCTPAHUIICS
ot MeHs1. Ho koria Bbexaiu BO BHYTPEHHHUI JBOP JBOPIA U3 KPACHOTO TPaHMTA, Kecaph He T03BO-
JIAJT CTPRXHHUKAM MPUKOCHYThCs KO MHe. CIHElIMBIIUCh, TIOIXBATHI HA PYKH U OTHEC B CIAJIBHIO,
oTneNaHHy10 6ebiM U cepedpom. CraBa Ooram, y MeHst OyayT coocTBeHHbie rokou! [ToroBapusaiy,
YTO JIIOOBHHUII Kecaphb CEJIUT B CBOEH CMaJIbHE, M MIOKUIATD ee MpeJiesbl MM YacTeHbKO 3aIpelnaeTcsl.
C npyro¥i CTOPOHBI, SI-TO BCETO JIMIIIb keHa. 51 TONBKO XkeHa, U s Bce ke jkeHa. .. Kak-To cTpaHHo Bece
9TO Y COBEPILCHHO He JIOTHYHO.

OpHako ganbHEHIIME NEUCTBHS MMIIEpaTtopa ApasjieHa 3aCTaBUJIM UCIYTAHHO BCKPUKHYTh
HE TOJIbKO MEHs, HO U OXMAAIOIIMX ¢ OMHTaMU Cy’kaHOK. Kecapb akkypaTHO YJIOXHI MEHs Ha
NOCTEJTb, YCHIAHHYIO JICTIECTKAMU OeJIbIX 1IBETOB, M HAYaJl OCTOPOKHO MOJHUMATh I00KH MO/IBEHEY-
HOTO Hapsija. ..

Tonbko He 310!

11
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Benmukwuit Benbrii [lyx, mpoiity TeOsi, UCTIONHY MOCIEAHIOI MPOChO0y MOETo JEeTCTBA, TOIBKO He
TaK, He MPU MIOCTOPOHHUX, HE MPU CBETE JHS. ..

Ho kecapb, HeXHO MpUKacasich K HOram, MOTSIHYJICS, KOCHYJICS 3aCTeXKeK Ha UyJKax U CTSIHYI
TOHKYIO TKaHb, OToJIsisl HOTH. .. $1 3aKpbljia 171a3a, He jkeJast 3HaThb, 4To OyzieT gajpiie. .. OH MoTsSHyCs
KO BTOPOMY YYJIKY U CTOJIb ke 0€3KaJI0CTHO €ro CHsiI. 3HauMT, 3/1ech, ceiyac U BOT Tak... Hazaewocs,
CITy’)KaHKH HAC TIOKUHYT.

— Bopna, — mpo3By4Jas THXHii TOI0OC Kecaps.

«YTOIMT», — IOYEMY-TO peLInIa f.

Ciy’)xaHKM BHEC/IM BAaHHOYKY, HAIIOJTHEHHYIO TETJION BOJON. Mol BEHLIEHOCHBIN CYIIpYT, CTS-
HYB [I€PYaTKH, OIMYCTHJICS Ha KOJICHO, a 3aTeM. .. [IpUmogHsBIINCH HA JIOKTSIX, C 3aMUPaHUEM Cepaiia
Y BCEBO3PACTAIOIIMM YAMBJIEHUEM $1 IPOCIEeINIa 32 TEM, KaK Kecapb HE)KHO U OCTOPOKHO OMBIBAET
Mou u3paHeHHble Horu. U 310 He ObUto Tpamunumei. Vicxons n3 OpadHbIx oObYaeB, Cynpyr JOKeH
ObLT MEH$I TIOKMHYTh ¥ BEPHYThCSI JIUIIIb TTOCTIe 3aKaTa. Panamu HOBOOpaYHOM 3aHUMAJIUCh WITH CITyTH,
WM OJVDKanIe PoACTBEHHUIIbI, HO HUKAK He KeHUX !

— YHecTd, — CKOMaHI0BaJl Kecapb.

EnBa BaHHOYKY C MOPO30BEBIIEN OT MOEH KPOBH BOIOH 3a0paii, ApasfaeH Hayaa akKKypaTHO
BBITHPATh MOY HOXKKH, CTapasiCh He KacaThCsl MOPE30B Ha cTone. MHe Obl10 00JIbHO, JeHCTBUTEIBHO
O0JbHO, HO, TIsAS, KaK OepekHO OH MPUKACAEeTCs, 51 MPOCTO He PEIIMIACh JIaXe BCKPUKHYTh WU
3aCTOHATh. 3aKMYPUBILICH, TEPIIEIUBO Kaja, TIOKA OH 3aKOHYHT.

Ho kecaps cymen ynusuth cHoBa! IloTomy uTo criemyioriee, uTo s Oy THIa, ObLIO TPUKOCHO-
BEHME €ro ry0 K MOMM M3paHEHHBIM HOraM. .. «KpoBb MmbeT!» — MeJIbKHYJIa yKacaomas MbIC/b, U s
OTKpbLIa IMa3a. .. Kecapb 3aMeTHI MOIO peakIIMIo 1 YABIOHYJICS C KAKOH-TO HEKHOCTBIO BO B3IJISAJE. . .
OH Tak ymeer?! Kak B )KyTKOM CHe § OliyII[ajla IPUKOCHOBEHU S IO BCEW CTOIE, U, KOTja UMIIEpaTop
OTITYCTHJI MOIO HOTY, O0JH yXke He ObUIO, a Kecapb TSHYJICS KO BTOPOU.

W on npoposkan cieauTts 3a MHOM, JTyKaBO YCMEXAsICh. . . a 3ABEPLINB, TOJHSIICS U HATIPABUIICS
K BBIXOJ1y, BHITUPAsi OKpOBaBJIEHHBIE I'yOBI. .. Ha mopore ormsiHyscs, yabIOHyICs yKe IIpe U MPOu3-
Hec:

— He Tak yx u crpatmno. [Ja?

OTBeta Kecapb He /1aJ1, BEIMYECTBEHHO YAAJIMBIINCH, IPEXKIE YeM s CMOIJIa XOTsI Obl OCO3HATh
BOIPOC.

310 4TO ceftuac ObuI0?!

[MokmpoBaHHasi, MSTKO BbIpaXkasich, 10 TIYOWHBI Oy, S TIPOCHIENa O TeX MOp, MOKa He
HavyaJIy BEXJIMBO MOKAILIMBATh CTyKaHKU. BOT Torza s ocMoTpena CBoM HOXKKH. .. Y KaMHel Xxpama
Marepu [IpaponutesbHUIIBI €CTh OJHO OTBpATUTEIbHENINEe CBOMCTBO — PaHbl JOJITO HE 32)KMBAIOT.
He nomoxet H1 Ma3b, HU 3€J1be, a €CIIM BOCHOJIb30BAThCsI BOMIIEOCTBOM, 3y BOSHUKHET TAaKOH, YTO
HEBeCTa yxe U cama He OyieT pajaa. [oBopuim, 4To Tpaguiius 9Ta MpU3BaHa 3aCTABUTH JKEHY OIIY-
THUTB CBOIO OECTIOMOIITHOCTD H. .. YTOOBI Ja’Ke MBICITH O TIOOere He MOsIBUJIOCh, HO BOOOIIIE KECTOKO. . .
TpaauIMH, K roonuHam! I BHOBb MPUKOCHYJIACH K CTOTIAM — HU IIPaMHKa HE OCTAJIOCh. .. U 3yAa HeT.
UYro 370 32 Marus?

Bcrana, urHopupyst BO3MyIIIeHHE CITyKaHOK, IPOIILIACh 0 KOBPY — He OOJIBHO, U JIaKe MaJlei-
mero auckomdgopra He onryTuia. Jenaem BoIBOABI — 3a00TJIMBHIA MyK MHE TIOMAJICs, HO TJIaBHOE,
YTOOBI HE BHIHOC/IVBBI !

MHe NoMOTIH CHATS T1J1aThe, PUHATH BAHHY, BOJIOCHI pacyecasiv M OCTABUJIM PACITYIIICHHBIMHU.
Copouka st MOel TiepBOi OpavHOI HOUM BbI3BaJla HEPBHBIM XOXOT, HO. .. MPHIILIOCH HaJleTh. Beio
9Ty CPaMOTy TIPUKPBUT OCJIOCHEKHBIN XaJlaT U3 IJIOTHON TKAHW, M HAKOHEI] MEHSI OCTAaBHJIU B OJJTHO-
YecTBe — JT0OOBATHCS COOCTBEHHBIM OTPAKEHUEM.
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['me-to BHM3Y mIymen CBaJeOHBIN MHUP, CIBIIIAINCH TOCTHI 32 OJArornoyvre MOJIOJOKEHOB,
UTpaji My3bIKaHTHI, a 5, KaK W ToJjlaraeTcsi HOBOOPAuHOH, TepreIuBO OXHUIaIa MaMy U OJU3KHX
JKEHIMH. . . [1o TpaguIm UM MpeacTosIo ONapuTh MEHs OJAPKaMU U HACTABIEHUSMH. DTUX CaMbIX
MPUOTKEHHBIX U YMYIPEHHBIX OMBITOM HAOPAJIOCh CTOJIBKO, UTO s B3APOTHYJIA, OCO3HAB, UYTO KO MHE
UJIET He TPyIIa MOAJCPKKH, a apMHsI MOPAJIBHOTO TTOAABJICHHUS.

JlBepyu pacmaxHy/Iuch cpa3y AByMsi CTBOPKaMH, M €CJv MepBoy Boluia Mama, To Jlopy orrec-
HUWIA KaKasi-TO MyXJiasi BBICOYEHHAs! KEHIIMHA, KOTOpasi IMOTOPONMIIACH KO MHE.

CBoil 1ap 1amMa HEOOBATHBIX Pa3MepoB HEOPEKHO OpOCHIIa Ha CTOJ, TIpUCeSia TIepeo0 MHOW U
3anpuuUTaa;

— Oii THI KpacoTa THcaHasi, Ol 4TO ke Thl HOXKEHBKHM He Oepeskellb, Ha TIOCTeIbKe He BO3Jie-
KUIIb? !

Sl mocmoTpena Ha TONMISAIMIMXCS — TMO3APABIISIONIMX U HACTABJISIONIMX — M CHOBA HA JIaMy...
VY Hee OOHapyXWJIUCh IIETHHA U Cepble IJ1a3a... MOM COOCTBEHHBIE I71a3a YBEJIMUIIINCH B pa3mepe,
HO BOIUTb «Pbikuii!» 51 ynepxana.

— Oi1 kpacora nucaHasi, — POIOIKWII JIMHAP MUCKJISBBIM TOJIOCOM, — OM UTO KJIET-TO TeOs. . .

—Yt0? — He noHsa 1.

Jlannapuiickuii mpaBUTENb B YEPHOM TTapUKe OUYeHb HeI0OPO Ha MEHSI IOCMOTPEJ, HO OTBETUI
BCE TeM e IMUCKJISIBBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Houb Te0s xzer... Opaynasi... ¢ ppiKuM!

41 6pi1a mopaskeHa o rryounsl aymu. duxap Bee ke TyT! TyT! Tak BOT 4TO O3HAYas IIBETOK
acoa — «MBsI BcTpeTrMcs Ha 3akare!». Ho ipu uem TyT OpauHasi HOub?

—D-3-3, — IPOTSIHYJA 51, — KeCapb-TO HE PHUKHMA. . .

— 3aro OeccThikuiA, — pomunen [uHap, Mmojb3ysach TeM, YTO AaMbl HAYaJIM OTKPbIBATh CBOU
TMOJIAPKU ¥ TEM CaMbIM HECKOJIBKO OTBJIEKJIMCh OT Hac. — Kar, Korga oH MombITaeTcsi OCyIIeCTBUTD
CBOE TIPaBO MyXka, CpaboTaeT rmopraj, u Teds mepeHeceT Ko MHe. ..

— B Jlannapuio? — ucryranHo BIOXHYNA 5. — JuHap, Tl ¢ yma corren? OH yHUYTOXUT TeOsi!

Tuxoe pelYaHUEe HAIOMHHWIIO, COOCTBEHHO, 00 OKpyXawmuX. [IpUIuioch BEXIMBYO YIBIOKY
n300paxarh.

— Bor a5 Toro, ytoObl He yHUYTOXUT HU OWTIOH, HU [Jaynapuio, s1 1 He BMeIascs 10 1epe-
MOHUH. .. XOTS ¢ TpyIoM caepxkaics! Trl ncuesHens B mopraje, OTcaeaAnuTh Kecapb He cMokeT. Bee,
Kar, u... — nomHrMasch, OH KOCHYJICSA Ty0aMH MOel IIeKH, mpoientas: — 1 mooimo 1ebs1, yThipka
MOsI HECHOCHAS1, M TOJIBKO Takasi Iypa, Kak Thl, I0 CHX [Op 3TOTO He MOHSIA.

— ... — 9 cMOTpesna Ha CaMoOro HEBEPOSITHOIO MYKUMHY B XKEHCKOM IUIAThe M CMEITHOM
MapyiKe U MpolenTaia: — ITO PUCK.

— 41 TeGs1 HUKOMY He OTJaM, — eJjBa CJIBIIIHO OTBeTW [{MHap, — HUM OpKaM, HU TOOJIMHAM, HU
kecapsim! 11 MHe HyxkHa ThI, Kar, TOBKO ThI, Takasi, Kakasi ecTb, 0e3 OWTIIOHA U Maruu, B OIHOU
TOJIBKO 3TOI HOUHOM pyOallike. .. — 3aTeM XUTPO YIBIOHYJICS U JOOABIIT: — A MOXHO 1 BOBCe Oe3 Hee.

W oH oto1en B ToNMy U 3aTeM, KOrja BHUMaHUE BCEX J1aM ObLJIO COCPEIOTOUYEHO Ha MHE, TIOKHU-
HYJI CIIAJIBHIO, A f1... §I, KaXkeTcs, ToXe ero JooJio. . .

W yxe ¢ ynpIOKO# BBICTYIIMBAJIA MMO3/IPABIEHNS U HACTABJIEHMSI, TIIYIIble PACCKA3bl, y KOTO U
Kak ObUIO B TMEPBBIM pa3, XOTs... BOT paccKa3 aiicMpbl BUIeTHHBI BHI3BAI y BCEX JaM COCTOSIHUE
PE3KOro MPUCTYTIA KIS, U sl 3aMHTEPECOBANIACh. .. B pe3yJIbTaTe MPHUCTYII KAl OXBATHII U MEHS. . .
ITO HAJIO K€ TaK OOATHCS MEepBOW OPaYHON HOYM, YTO B OXKMIAHUM CYIpyra nepernpoooBarh Tpex
CTPaXHUKOB Pa30OM U IO OTAENbHOCTH. M-/1a, alicipa OIHO3HAYHO MHOTO BBIIUJIA.

A BoOOIIIE TUTK OBI OHU, 51 XOUy TIEPBOI OpauyHOIN HOYH. .. C PbIKKIM!

VBB, JaMaM TyT NOHPaBUJIOCh. Cily’KaHKU PUHECIIM BUHO U (PPYKTHI, U IOCUJEIIKU ITPEBPATU-
JIMCh B TIbSIHKY CO CMBICIIOM. .. OKa3bIBaeTCsl, JIeId He MHIOT BUHO Ha Oasiax, 3aTO HAlIMBAIOTCS B TeC-
HOM cyry0o0 KeHCKOH KoMnaHuu. B pesynbrare nequ cuaenu Beszie, KpoMme mocTen — uo TO MecTo,
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Kak ajrapb, ObUIO B MX TIOHUMAaHUK HEMPUKOCHOBEHHO. Bce 0 4eM-To roBOpMIIN, YTO-TO pacCKasbl-
B, a 51 CHJeJIa C IJIyIOW YJIBIOKOW M [yMajia O... PbIKEM.

— Karpuona, — Jlopuana cemna Oivike KO MHE, — Thl OOUIIIbCS?

— Her, — yectHo oTBeTHMNIA 4.

— W npaBuibHO, — MIailIeHbKast MOTTPaBUIIa MOM BOJIOCHI, HECKOJIBKO pacTpenaBIirecs OT Mpu-
MEpPKH IMATON MOJApEeHHON JaMaMU JIMaieMbl, — HUYEro CTPAIIHOTO B 9TOM HET. A Kecapb, OH TeM-
NiepaMEeHTHBIH, Y HEro Bcerja JBe, a TO ¥ TPH JIIOOOBHHMIIBI TTPH ABOPE.

Hacrpoenne crpeMuTenbHO CKaTHIOCHh B MPOMACTh, BOT KaK pa3 AyMarh O Kecape He XOTe-
JIOCh. .. 3a00TJIUBBIN, KOHEYHO, HO. .. S CJIMIIIKOM MHOTOE 3Hal0 00 €ro MHOW CTOPOHE.

— Jlopa, — nporrienTana s, — He eJai 00 3TOM CIIBIIIATD!

TyT BolLIa Kakasi-To JIE, YTO-TO TUXO CKa3asa, 5 Jake He pa3odpajia uTo, HO JaMbl CIIEIITHO
Havyaau coOMpaThes, B pe3y/bTaTeé OCTATUCh TONBKO Mama M JlopuaHa. [losiBUBIIMECS CITyKaHKH
YHECJIM BCe Aapbl, yOpaau MOCIEACTBUS BHEIJIAHOBOW TOMOWKH. B 00Imiem, Bce yKasblBajo Ha TO,
YTO MPUOIMKAeTCs] BpeMsi OCHOBHOTO JiericTBa. CTOMIIO Obl BOTHOBATHCS O MPECTOSIIEM, HO 5. .. HE
MoTIJIa iyMaTh 00 3TOM 03 yIbIOKH.

MeHs1 OIHSIM, XaJIaT CHSUIM U B Y’KaCHO pa3BPaTHOW COPOYKE YJIOXKHIM Ha roctenb. Ciy-
’KaHK¥U TIONPABIJIM BOJIOCH! TaK, YTO OHM TEMephb CIOBHO CTPYWJIMCH IO TIOAYIIKE, TPUKPBUT MEHS
MOKPHIBAJIOM M YIIUIM, OCTAaBMB HaeJWHE C MaMOi U cecTpod. Mama ruiakana, Jlopa mbItanach ee
YCTIOKOHT.

41 He BbIAECpKAJIA:

— Mawm, a pa3Be Thl HE Tak CTaja KeHOi?

— Her, — npekpacnas PunaBuane noponuia Onuxke, — s MoOuIa TBOEro oTia OoJIbIie )XU3HH, 1a
u ceityac mooio, a Tol. .. KaTpriona, mpokmHalo cebs1 3a To, YTO He 3aMevalia CTapIyio J04b CTOJIbKO
JeT, — s XMypo B3DIsHYyAa Ha Jlopy, Ta 6e3pa3iMyHO Moxana IJIeYruKaMu, — Tl pociia 0e3 JToOBU U
3aMy’K BBIXOIUIIb HE 32 JTIOOUMOTO. . .

CHoBa ciie3bl. OX, Kak CJIOXHO-TO.

— Mawma, a mouemy s HOIILY UM IEYIIKHM? — TOMBITAIACH 51 OTBJIEYb POAUTEIBHHUILY OT CaMO-
OMueBaHUs.

Koponea OuTiioHa BCXJIMIHYJA U, BHITUPAsI CJIE3bl, OTBETUIIA!

— M3-3a TOrO YTO pOAMIIACH YEPHOITIa3as], KaK 51 M KK MOM OTell. Y MeHs IATh CecTep, HO TOJIbKO
s yHACJIeI0BaJIa OTIOBCKUI IBET IJ71a3, ¥ IOTOMY ... OTell BBIIEJIST MEHS Cpe APYTUX J0Uepen. . .
OH cornacwicsl OTaaTh MeHsI B XKeHbl ApOWTio U3 poga AcTapuMaHa JIMIIb TociIe OOeIaHus: eciu
POIUTCS 10Yb C YEPHBIMU IJIa3aMH, TO OHa OyIeT HOCHTh POIOBOE UMsI YUTpPHUMaHa.

Sl 3amymanace, crenuia pykKy Ha )KUBOTE U 32 [yMYMBO MPOTsIHYJA:

—To ecTb... gen neNCTBUATENILHO ObUT MaroM, ¥ Thl 00 3TOM Bcerja 3HaJja!

Mama kuBHyna. [lorpsicatome! OnuH pOACTBEHHUK 3a YEpHBIE IJla3a Aajl CBOE UMs, B 00X0A
BCEX TpaguLIMi, Apyras nmpokJsiia. Ox, Katprona, uto ke Beser Tede, Kax. ..

B xopumope nmociblmanuch yBepeHHbIE KECApEeBCKUE IIIark.

S ucryranHo nmocMoTpesna Ha MaMmy, otom Ha Jlopy...

— Bce Oyner xoporio, kecapb Kak JIIOOOBHHK BbIIIE BceX MOXBajl, — coodmia Jlopuana u,
OOHSIB OTEIIMBIIYIO OT €€ CJIOB MaMy 3a IUIeUH, yBesa ee B KOPUIOpP.

Cyns no oqHoBpeMeHHOMY Boripocy «Kak oHa?», Bce M3rHaHHbIE JaMbl COOPAIMCh KaK pas-
Taku 3a ABepblo. OHM TYT nocTosiHHO OyayT? CBedy nojepkarb He JAajid, Tak XoTh nociymaem? Ho
HET, IPO3BYYaJIY MOXKEIaHuUs Kecapio, U TYT e MOCIBIIAIOCH Iy pIIaHue 000K yIaSIOIIXCS JISTH.
O, uTo ceityac Oyzer. . .

Kecapb oTKpbUT ABEph MO CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHHMIO — HE MpHKAcasich K Hell pykamu. Bormern,
OCMOTpeJI CIIAJIBHIO, U... CBEUHW BCIIBIXHYJIU sipYe, Pa3rOHsIs MPUBATHBIN MOTyMpaK... S1 HEBOJIBHO
HaTSHyJa TOKpPBIBAIO 10 mondopoaka. Kecapb kecT 3amMeTws1 W, TNIsAs HA MEHs, JJACKOBO YJIbIO-
HYJICSI. .. TIOKPBIBAJIO MTHOBEHHO BEPHYJIOCH B UCXOHOE TonoxkeHue! S erie kuTh xouy. MHe BooO1e
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TOJIBKO YTO B JIIOOBU MPU3HAIUCH, U OT STOrO TaKast BOJIHA HEBEPOSITHOTO CUACThSI, UTO. .. JaKe Kecaphb
He 0co00 Tyraer.

Cyrmpyr KUBHYJI, OLIEHUB MOE MOKOPHOE TIOBEJEHUE, U €ro MaJbIIbl MOTSHYJINCh K 3aCTEKKAM
Kam3ona... Hy, T1Io-To y Hero mososoe, BHIIJISITUT poBeCHUKOM JlMHapa, HO CMOTpETh Ha TO, YTO
y HEro MoJ OJekJI0M, KelaHus He ObUIO... a 3aKpbITh I1a3a crpamHo. M BooOIie, pelkUil — CBO-
nous! Yto 3HauMT: «KOrma oH MombITaeTcsi OCyIIeCTBUTh CBOE MIPABO MyXa, cpaboTaeT moprai, u
TeOs1 IepeHeceT KO MHe»? A BOT IIPSIMO ceiiyac MeHs MepeHecTy Helb3sa? A?!

Kecapb pasBepHyJicsi, BHUMATEIBHO MTOCMOTpEN Ha MeHs1. B3risi ero MHe coBceM He MOoHpa-
BUWJICSL. 3aTeM CYIIpYT CIeJiajl Iiar KO MHe, M B 9TOM JBIKEHHHU ObUIO UTO-TO yrpoxaomee. Ho, ocra-
HOBUBIIIUCh, UIMITEPATOP KMBHYJ KAKMM-TO CBOUM MBICJISIM U MiCYe3 B IOPTaJie. .. BOT TeOe 1 OpauHast
Houb, Karprona PunaBuanbs Yurpumana! 51 naxe Bo3MyTusach.

[NonexaB HEMHOTO, cena, Hauyala HepBHO OapadaHUTh MaJbLIaMHU 1O MOKpHIBaTY. .. W Kyna oH
aencs? JIpiMyaThlil mopTall, HOSBUBLIMIACS ITOCPEIY KOMHATBHI, TPOIEMOHCTPUPOBAJI, UTO KECAPh yXO-
IWJT HEJIAIeKO M HEHAJIONTO, a BEPHYJICS BECh MOKPBIiA, C BIQKHBIMU BOJIOCAMH H... B OJHOM II0JIO-
TeHIle Ha Oeapax...

BHesarHO 51 0co3Haa JBE BellM: epBOe — s CHOBA JIIOOYIOCh MTPUPOIOH; BTOpOE — a Kecapb
JaJIeKO He CTOJb XY/IOIIaBhIl, KaK paHee Ka3aioch.

W HyXHO OBl JIe4b, 1 BHOBb CTPOUTHh W3 ceOs OJArOMpUCTOMHYIO CYIPYTry, HO... Apa3dneH
XOpOIIL. .. Ia)Ke CJIOB HET KaK... DTO KaKasi-TO MHAsl KpacoTa, He CTOMb JKUBas U MY)KECTBEHHasl, KaK
y AplixaHa, ¥ He CTOJIb IIPUBbIYHAS, KaK y JJuHapa, HO. .. 0-CBOeMY Kecapb BEJIUKOJIETICH. .. He 3ps
TMOOOBHUIIBI TOTOBBI JK/1aTh €T0 BEJIMYKE IEHHO U HOIIHO.

XOpoII-TO XOPOIIl, HO BOT CTOM TaM U HE HaJ0 KO MHE MOAXOOUTh. .. He... Crnacute MeHs !

B o6miem, korzma Kecapb MeIJIEHHO U HETOPOILUIMBO, HO YBEPEHHO U IIeJIEHANIPABJIEHHO JIBU-
HYJICSI K TIOCTEJIH, a sI C TPYIOM CIepKaJia jKeJlaHue C BU3roM OpOCUThCs Mpoub. .. Hazneloch, [uHap
BCE C/IeNIaeT MPaBUIbHO U 3a0epeT MeHsI.

C 3TMU MBICTISIMH TIPUIIUIOCH JIeUb. .. CJIOKUTh PYKH Ha IPYJH, CIIOBHO HEB3HAYAl MPUKPHIB
caMoe MHTEpEeCHOe OT B3IJIsi/ia Kecapsi, U 3aKphITh miasa... Kpacusslii, 310 /1, HO... a BAPYT y HEro
ITO ToX)e KyTKOe, KaK Y pbIKEro... a MypaBbeB TyT HeT! U qaxe eciu Obl ¥ ObUTH, COMHEBAIOCh, UTO
sl peliIach Obl Ha TAKYIO MAJOCTh. .. C KecapeM HIyTKH TUIOXH. . .

KpoBatb mpornynach, mpuHUMasi €ro Bec... si Hayaja KOHIEHTPUPOBATHCS HA ABIXaHUU U
BepuTh B pbikero... Cynpyr npunsunyscs onuxe... Ilpomomkaio Beputh B peikero... MiMmneparop
yxke ObUT OJTM3KO, TaKk OJM3KO, UTO s OIIyINaja ero JbIXxaHue Koxew... Bee ele Bepio B HEKOTOPBIX
NAJUTAPUIACKUX HEIOOPKOB. .. CTpaHHO, a IOUeMy HUYEro He MPOUCXOAUT?

OTKpBIBAIO 17132 U B3AParvBaio — Kecapb CKJIOHUJICS HAJI0 MHOM, TaK YTO TeMepb s OIIYIIAI0
ero JbIXaHue Ha JIMLIE, ¥ OH MIPUCTAIIBHO IJIsIAEN B MOM IJ1a3a. .. CJIOBHO ka1, KOrja s I71a3a OTKpoIo,
Y JIAIIb TeTieph YJIBIOHYJICS.

— CmoTpu Ha MeHsl, — IPUKa3ajl Kecapb, — CMOTPU BHUMATEJBHO. . .

Sl moHsa, YTO HAUMHAIO IPOKATh OT YKaca, U B3MOJIMIIACK:

— A cka3ky?

3T0, KOHEYHO, HEe BXOIUT B MECTHBIE TPAULIMH, HO JIrHap ¥ ApIIXaH pacCKa3blBaNM. . .

Wmnepatop BApYr ymelOHYJNCS... B cBeTe sIpKO-TOPSIIMX CBeYEl CBEpKAIM IIaTUHOBBIC
BOJIOCHI, TIPUTSATUBAJIM B3IJISI/L €r0 CTPaHHBIE JILAUCTBIE I71a3a. .. BOT TOJBKO Ha TAKYI0 KPacoTy MpH-
SITHO CMOTPETb, HO MPUKACATHCS Y MEHSI HET HUKAKOTO JKeJlaHusl. X0uy CKa3Ky... U He Xouy Kecapsi!

— CKaszKy... — IPOTSHYJ Kecapb, U MOKPHIBAJIO UCYE3JI0, BHICTABIISISI HAIIOKA3 BECh MOU HeTlpu-
VIS THBIA HapsijL.

— He a1y, — 51 mo3Bonmia cede mposiBUTH BO3MYIIIEHHE.

— XO0poI110, — COrJacuiCs CyNpyr, ¥ UCYe3Ia MOsi COPOUKa. .. OHA M TaK MaJIO YTO CKpbIBaJa,
HO BCE PaBHO OOU/IHO.
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W BooOe. .. He cimikom npusTHO! $1 monckasna rna3zamu, yeM Obl IIPUK PBIThCS, YBUJIENA CBOM
XaJaT U MPUTSHYJA ero, UCIOMb3ys BeTep. YKPbUIach, TOPXKECTBYIOIIE ITOCMOTpENa HA MYyXa.

Kecapp nackoBo yneIOHYJICS, 1 MO XajiaT OCHINAJICs OSIOCHEKHBIMU JIETIECTKaMu po3... Hy
7a, Halllla C KeM CHIOPUTb. . .

BHOBb 3aKpbIBalo I1a3a ¥ TOTOBJIIOCH K Xy/IIeMy Wiy jydiiemy. ['ne moi Junap?!

[poxyamHasi pyKa JJACKOBO KOCHYJIACh )KHUBOTA, BHIHYXK/Jas1 HEBOJIBHO B3/IpOrHYTh. BOT paHbiie
TYT OBUIO UTO IJIaAUTh, & CEHYAC TaM... Taus. M 4TO MprMedaTesbHO — paHbIIle s1 Kecapsl He UHTe-
pecoBasia, a Tereph — HaTe U MOXKaJIyiTe Ha OpauHoe Joke... Y-y-y! [1e 3Toro pbikero roOaMHbI
HocAt?! ['ne on?!

A Kecapb MPOOIIKA HEXKHO, YCIIOKAMBAIOIIE TIOTJIaKMBATh MO KUBOTUK. .. U s BAPYT MOHU-
Malo, YTO AyMalo JIMIIIb 00 OJIHOM: TOJBKO OBl CYIpPYT MpeKpaTui MeHs Tporath! Pasmpaxaior ero
MIPUKOCHOBEHUsI, HO ellle OOJIbIIe pa3pakaeT OIIyIIeHHe, YTO OH KacaeTcsi MeHs ropasio riiyoxe.
Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO OH IOIJIXKMBAET HE TIOBEPXHOCTh JKMBOTA, a YTO-TO BHYTpHU! U OT 3TOTO CTpaN-
Hast IpOXKb... 5 He BiIepKy Oosbiie!

Kecapb HeoxuiaHHO OcTaHOBUJICS. BHOBB ITPOBEJ MaJblIaMy OT I'PYIH U 10 )KUBOTA, HO Ha Ceil
Pa3 HUYEro pasapaxaloiero s He OIyTHjIa. A 3aTeM OH HaKJIOHWJICS] KO MHE CHOBA, M €ro MpoxJiaj-
HbIE TYOBI. .. HE CKaXy, YTOOBI COBCEM YK IIPOTUBHO, HO M MPUSTHOTO MAJIO.

— Crnu, — mocsie noresys MpoIIenTaa UMIepaTop, U MOKPHIBAIO SBUIOCh U3 HUOTKYIA, YKPBIB
70 1Ieu.

KpoBars Tuxo ckpumnnyna. .. 3-3-3, kyaa?! I nogckoumna v OTKpbLia 11a3a. 3aKOHHBIN CYNpYT
TMOTUIOTHEEe OOBSI3aJICS MOJIOTEHLIEM U, CY/Is TIO BCEMY, COOMPAJICSl MEHsI IOKUHYTh. . .

Kaxkoro nemona?!

— Moti kecapb! — UCITyraHHO BBIIOXHYJIA 51, TIOHUMAs, YTO, €CJIM OH YHJET, IIaKkaia Mosi HOUb
C PBUKHM. .. a OHa obelana ObITh KapKOK, K TOMY ke MHE HEOOXOIMMO ObLIO BBISICHUTH HECKOJIBKO
MomeHToB. Harprimep, uto oH y Jlopsl fenas, v mpaBaa jim... 4to JoOuT. Bropoe BaxHee.

— MM? — My’k BOMPOCHTENIBHO IOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHS.

— Bbl... yxonute? — 3aaia riIynenimi Bompoc .

— ThI He TOTOBA, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUIT KECapb.

— 51?.. — naxe 3aJ0XHYyaCh COOCTBEHHBIM BO3MYIIIEHHEM. — 5] TOTOBA. ..

Kecapb B31epHyJ1 JIeBy10 OpOBb M MOCMOTPEIT HA MEHS 0-0-OUeHb BHUMATEJIBHO. .. $1 momymaiia
¥ HEMHOT'O TIPUCITYCTHJIA TTIOK PhIBAJIO, OOHAXKMB. .. KYCOUEK TUIeUrKa. Y Kecapsi MeIJICHHO MOIHSLIACH
npaBasi OpoOBb, TIOKA HE JIOCTUIJIA YPOBHS JIEBOH. ... OOHaXWIIa MJIEYUKO MOTHOCTHIO, TIPU3BIBHO
s Ha cynpyra! JleMoHBI, 51 ero ele v coOnasHATh Jo/kHa?! BOT 4TO 3HAYMT IPEBHUIA, MOJIOIbIE
KaK-TO CaMH... SHTY3Ua3M IPOSIBIISIIH.

Benmikuit Apasaen Dinapac Aliepo yCMeXHYJICS M Hadall JeMOHCTPATUBHO Pa3MaThiBaTh MOJO-
TEHIIe, He CBOJIS I71a3 C MEHs U SIBHO OXKMJasi MOEW peakiyi. .. 5 3axMypuiack... 51 Bce moHumaio,
Ho yBuzieTh DTO cHOBa Kak-TO HET 0COOOTO KeJaHUsI.

Becenbiii cMex Kecapsi CTall TMOCIEAHUM MTPOKCIIECTBIEM B JAHHYIO TIEPBYIO OpauHYI0 HOYb.
C ero yxojoM 1 CBeYH MOracyu. ..

Sl ppigana ot oTyasiHUsL U OeccrIIvs, HO yKe MOCIe TOrO, Kak BCIIOMHUJIA BCE N3BECTHBIE MHE
pyrarenbcTBa. B pesynbrare Tak M 3acHyJIa Ha OrpOMHOM TOcTen. MBICITb, UTO Ije-TO Tak ke pyra-
eTCsl PbIKUIA, HECKOJIBKO yTelIasa.

VTpo BCTpeTHIo MeHs 3JIbIM OcKajioM B 3epkasie. Ockan 0put Mmoum! Tpu pasa s BHIXOTWIIA
3aMyK, U €IMHCTBEHHBIA pa3, KOrJa OueHb XOTeNa, YTOOBI CYNPYT TAKU PEIInjICsS Ha aKTUBHBIE JIeH-
CTBUSI, OH TMIOCMeT. .. TpeHeOpeub MHOM! He ynuBiieHa, mpaB/a, HO. .. 3a4eM TOrIa ObLIO KeHUThCs ? !

B o0mmiem. .. cHavana K ppiKeMy, TIOTOM K IIeHTe, IIOTOM TMOyMalo, UTo JIelaTh JIaJibIlie.
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Moii rapnepo0 OblT MpUBE3eH ellle HaKaHyHe, U cefuac s CTPEMHTENIBHO OfieBajlach cama,
He keJsasi 3amMevaTh ciykaHok. Cepast 100Ka, OelocHexkHas1 pyOaIlka, moBepX IHUPOKHA MOsC, U s
BBIXOKY M3 COOCTBEHHBIX TMOKOEB, MBITASICh COPUEHTUPOBATLCS B MPOCTpaHCTBE. Tak, 3TO TpeTuid
9Tax, Cyas Mo opopMIICHHIO KOPUIOPOB B OesI0-royObix ToHax. COerao BHU3 O CTYIEHSIM, UTHO-
pUpyYS ¥ CIIYT, W TTOSIBUBILIETOCST HEBECTh OTKY/a Miiepu ¢ mankoi JoKyMeHTOB. HeBeposTHO, s mep-
BBII JICHb 3aMYXKEeM, a MEHS YK€ 3arpy’KaloT rOCyJapCTBEHHBIMH O0SI3aHHOCTSIMH !

OxkazaBIKch BO BHYTPEHHEM JBOPHKE, TIHITAIOCh TPUBECTU B MOPSAOK IMOIMU U CO3JaTh MOP-
taj. Tak, cBoIMM pykH BMecTe, (POpMUpYeM KPUCTAJLI, MPECTaBIIsIeM MECTO, TJIe JKeIATeIbHO OKa-
3atbest! B o0mmem, MeJIeHHO pa3JBHraio rpaHu. .. Iar — U ...

I'ne 27!

CrpaHHOe momeleHre 0e3 OKOH U 0e3 BUIMMBIX JIBepei, MOBCIONY CTOJBI C KOJOOYKAMHU,
IIATSIIIAMA ¥ CBETANIMMUCS, TTOCPEM BCETO TOTO pa3Hble KHUTH, TAJIMY/bl, BOHb HECYCBETHAs.
OcBeltieHre Mpy 3TOM SIPKOE, MO TIOTOJIKOM Marrueckye Iapbl CBEpKAaloT... 3a CTOJIOM B LIEHTpPe
CHJWT... UK... Kecapb M YCTaJIO CMOTPUT Ha MEHsI CBOUMH CBEPKAIOIIMMH TJIa3aMH. . .

— 1? — norpedoBasi 00bSICHEHUSI BU3WTA MOM. .. CYTIPYT.

D-3-3... a yto eMy cka3ath? [Ipoctu, moporo, s K mMoOOBHHUKY XoTena? TodHee, HE Tak, s
XOTeJia KO BTOPOMY U3 CBOMX MYXKeH. . . IPOJOJIKHTh, TaK CKa3aTh, OpauHble UI'PhI, & BbI, MOW JJOPOTOM
CYNpPYT, B TIOPSIIKE OYEPETHOCTH BOOOIIE JIUIIL TPeTHid. .. Bpsa i ero 1o Breyammt. Ho ckazarb
YTO-TO HYXKHO, MHAYe MEHs Ceuac TyT ¥ MPenapupyor. . .

—4... IoOGpoe yTpo... AOpOrou, — ¥ MUHJIO YJILIOHYJIACh.

— W7 — HEMHOTOCJIOBHBIN Y MEHSI Kecapb.

—4... xorena B OUTJIOH ...

— JIoxb, — 060pBaT MEHS MYX.

W yneiOHysICS. . . TACKOBO Tak. MoW UCITyraHHBIN B30p Ha4Yasl CTPEMUTETIPHO UCKATh JIBEPH. . .

— 31ech HeT IBepel, — U TOH y CyIpyTa TOXe JJACKOBBIN HACTOJIBKO, UTO J1aXe OTPABUTHCS CAMOM
XOYeTcs.

U TyT noceTrnna MeHs pemoO0NbITHAS MBICTB: «IHTEpecHO, a eciii MpaBo Myka Kecapb BO3-
JKeJIaeT OCYIIECTBUTh YTPOM, IOPTAJI PhIKEro cpadoTaeT?» f jkeMaHHO Mol paBuiia BOJIOCHI, CTSIHYThIE
B CaMblil OaHATBHBIN XBOCT Ha 3aThUIKE, YTOOBI HE MEIIaIH B IMPOoliecce YOUICTBA BCIKUX PHIKUX. . .
C IJTyNBIMU TJTaHAMHU, U IIarHyja K Kecapio.

OH mpoaoka NpUCTaJbHO CMOTPETh HA MEHSI, HO, €Ba sl HauaJla JBMKEHHE, TPOU3HEC:

— [Ipesxne yem COBEpIIUTD IIar, CTOMT OCO3HATh €0 MOC/IeCTBHS !

Oii... Tak, peBepaHc M HIKauIass mpockoa:

— Mory s Bac MOKUHYTh? — HET... HE TaK, JABYCMBICJICHHOCTb Moy4yaercs. — Mory s uaru? —
UHTepecHo, Kak? Tyt nBepeii HeT. — Mory 4...

— B Oumion — ga. /lanee — Hert!

Oro... g B yxace.

—A... K opkam? — MOJIyYMIICS KaKOU-TO THCK.

— Her!

W nepeso MHO#M OTKpPBUICS TIOPTAJL.

1 cnenHo 1marHysa B AIMYATO-CepeOPHCTHIN MTPOXO U BhIILIA BO qBopie Outinona. U numo y
MeHsI ObLIO TaKOe, YTO ONIVKANUIINI CTPaKHUK, OTCTETHYB (PIISDKKY OT TOsica, POTSHYJ MHE. .. Y HacC
MoBaJIbHOE MbsIHCTBO MpotietaeT? Ho dsikky B3sima. Tpu rioTka — u BepHysia Hazajl. B crieayroree
MI'HOBEHUE 51 N3/jaJla BOIUIb:

— una-a-ap!

[NonxBaTuB 100KM, B30EKaa MO JIECTHHULIAM, LIEJICHATIPABICHHO ABUTAsCh B TIOKOM, YTO OBLIH
BbIJIEJIEHBI pblkeMY. PacriaxHyB ABEpM Tak, YTO CTPAKHUKM €jBa YCIEJIN OTCKOYMTh, BOPBAJIACH. .. B
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MycThle KOMHATHI. M 371ech AeficTBUTENHHO OBLIO ycTO. .. Hu Beleld, H1 MCTTMCAaHHBIX €r0 YBepEHHBIM
MOYEpPKOM Oymar... HIYero.

— Karpuona, Tl yausisiens! — Jlopuana BOIILIA, 3aKpbljia IBEPH, OTpe3asi HAC OT CTPAKHUKOB
Y TOJITIBI JIIOOOBITCTBYIOIIE vensau. [loce dero yxe Tuie cnpocuia: — Uto Tel 37ech aeiaenib?

4l 3amana Hanbosee BaXKHBINA BOIPOC:

— I'ne Munap?!

Jlopa mpoliuia B rOCTHHYIO, YCTPOMJIACh Ha KpecJIe Mepe/t He3aXKKeHHBIM KAMHHOM U C TPYCThHIO
MOCMOTpeSIa Ha MEHsI CBOMMH TPEKPACHBIMU 3eJIeHbIMU I71a3amMu. CHOBa I0HAs1, CHOBA BOCXUTHUTEIb-
Hasl, ¥ CHOBA B3IJISL] C HAJIETOM MPEBOCXO/CTBA.

— Yro TH 32 yenoBek, KarpuoHna? — IEHUBBIM M BMECTE C TEM IMOYUYUTETbHBIM TOHOM Hayaia
Jlopa. — CToNbKO BpeMeHH OTKPBITO UTHOPUPOBATH €T0, & TeTIePh, KOT/Ia MEX/y BaMH YK€ HUYero He
MoXeT ObITh 00111ero, Thl TpeOyers nopats AuHapa HemenieHHo. .. OH yexai, Kar, eme B ToT Beuep,
KOrJa Thl 0ObsIBUJIA O MPEJIOKEHUH Kecapsi. 3BepeM MeTalicsl TYT, BCce BpeMs OBTopsis: «MeiinHa
npeaynpexaaia», a TOTOM OTKPBUT MopTan U ucue3. HayTpo BepHyscs 3a Bemamu, ocTaBuil Tede
TMOJIAPOK M YIIIeN yKe HaBcer/a.

«He HaBcerna, — mogymara s — OH y MeHs1 ObUT M B TOT BeUep, U JJaKe BUepa».

— W1 nonapok, Karprona, — nponomkuia Jlopa, — OH ke cO CMBICIIOM — IJBETOK acoa HEJ0JIro-
BEYEH.

«HenonroseyeH. .. HO, €CJIM MOJIOXKHUTH €ro B BOAY YMUPAIOLIETO JepeBa, OH MPOPACTET U pac-
LIBETET THICIYEH 1BETOBY.

— IIpocro 3a6ynp 0 Hem, Karpuona. Thl keHa Kecapsi. .. IOBEpUTh HE MOT'Y, U Bee ke. Thl JkeHa
MPEKPACHOTO U BEJIMKOTO MMIieparopa ApasfeHa. Bul ¢ nannapuiinieM HUKOraa He Oyaere BMecTe.

«Hukorma — clmImkoM IJIMTENBHBIN CPOK, a JIMHap, OH... BEYHO BBHIKPYYMBAETCS U3 CAMBIX
HEMBICIMMBIX cuTyanuii! U 51 Toxke ymero BBIOMPAThCsl CyXOi U3 BOIBI, TAK YTO MbI CIIPABUMCST | »

— ¥V T1e0s1 Takoe ynpsMoe BhIpakeHHe Ha Juie, — Jlopa MpUCTabHO Cliequia 3a MHOM.

— A b1 HaruM 00 3ToM Mitepu B clieyiomem rnociaanuu! — He caepKaach si.

Jlopnana noGneqHena, Ha MTHOBEHHE OTBeJIa I71a3a, B UTOTE MOTBITAIACh BHICTABUTH CeOsI JKepT-
BOIL:

— Kak BbIsicHUIIOCB, HE OffHa 51 ObLJTa CTOJIb HEOCTOPOXHA B CIIOBAX. . .

— Xa-xa! BblkyiasipiBaHue B MHUChbMax BCEW MOJAHOTOTHOW O KOPOJIEBCKMX apTedakTax Thl
Ha3BaJla CTONIb 0O0TeKaeMoi (ppa3oit, kak: «He omHa 51 Obl1a CTONb HEOCTOPOXHA B cioBax»? Jlopa,
THI... THL...

S mpouia u Toke cesla B KPecso, HampoTHB cecTpbl. OTYasiHue AYIINIO, TOBOPUTH OBLIO
CJIOXKHO.

— TbI mocTaBMIIa 1071 yIIap KU3Hb OTIA, — CIPABUBIIMCH C SMOIMSIMU, IIPOU3HECIA 5.

— Kar, — Jlopa Gbuta Os1eiHa, HO HEMPEKJIOHHA, — MHE MTPUIIIOCH BHIOMPATh MEX/IY CBOSH KU3-
HBIO ¥ XW3HBIO narnbl. [To-moemMy, Moit BHIOOp ObLT 3aKOHOMEpeH !

— 41 OB BEIOpasa OTIIa, — YeCTHO OTBeTHIIA 5. — XBaTUT 00 3TOM. Unepu s ycTpaHio B Onvkai-
1Iee BpeMsi, Bce MHMCbMEHHBIE JOKA3aTelbCTBA YK€ YHHUUTOKEHBI, & CTaTyC KEHATOro YelIOBeKa He
TMO3BOJIMT €My ITpeTeH10BaTh Ha TpoH OUTIIOHA.

W BIpyr Kak-TO COBEPILIEHHO BHE3AITHO MOHSIA, YTO 1 HUKYAA M HUKOT/IAa He CMOTy cOeXaTb C
JMHApOM. .. y Kecapsi IMEeTCsl OY€Hb JIeMICTBEHHBIN pbluar BO3/IEHCTBUSI HA MEHS — MO€ KOPOJIEBCTBO!
Oco3zHanue 3Toro ObUIO CTONL OOJIE3HEHHBIM, UTO sl HA MTHOBEHHE JIa)Ke JbIIIATh MepecTana. . .

— Kak npomia nepsast Opaunast Houb? — Jlopa Bcerja MacTepcKy yXoAauiia OT HENPUSTHBIX TEM
B PasroBope.

— B crne3ax u oquHOYeCTBe, — MPU3HANACH 51, BCE €IIe pa3IyMbIBasi HaJ| CJIOKHBIIEHCS CUTYya-
1uen.

— Kecapb Ob11 rpy0?! — yAMBICHUIO CECTPUYKH He OBUTO Mpefesa.

— HanpotuB — y4THB, BEXJIMB, HEXEH U. .. TEPIEIMB.

18



E. 3Be3nnas. «Urpyika ummneparopa»

— a, on Takoi, — Jlopa MedTaTebHO YIBIOHY/IaCh, — OabyIKa paccKa3bBaa.

— Huvero He xouy 3HaTh 00 3TOM! — MpayHO OTpe3aa .

VB, Jlopa akTUBHO CTpeMuUsIach NOAEIUTLCS UH(pOpMAaIIUEH.

— Hanpacho, — mpoTsHy/a cecTpUyKa, — OTHBIHE CaMbli XKeJIaHHBI MyX4MHa B PaccBeTHOM
MUpe MPUHAIJICKUT TeOe, U MPUIETCS MOCTapaThes, YTOOBI yaepkaTh TOT Npu3, — Jlopuana Bapyr
YIBIOHYJIACh, — & Tl BeJlb HUUETO He 3Haellb O MyKUHHAX.

— 51 3Ha10 0 HUX JOCTATOYHO, — MHE XOTEJIOCh MPEKPATUTh ITOT PasroBOp.

— Thl HUYEro 0 HUX He 3Haellb, — JIopa OTKMHY/Iach Ha CIMHKY Kpeciia u jo0aBwia: — JKajb,
OECKOHEYHO *kaJjlb, YTO MECTO, O KOTOPOM MeuTasia si, 3aiiMelllb ThI.

MHe cTajio roppko, O4eHb FOPbKO.

— 3aro Tebe nocranercst luHap, — HEBOJIBLHO MPOM3HECIIA SI, ¥ TOPJIO CKAJIO CIIA3MOM.

— Aiicup I'paxcoBeH, — npoTsiHyJIa Miamas npuniecca Oumiona. — [IpekpacHblid, MeJHOBO-
JIOCKI TIpaBuTeNTh [Jamiapun Ha TpeGoBaHUe 0TI O 3aKTIOUEHUH OpaKka co MHOM OTBETHJI ITPE/IENIbHO
4yeTKo: «MHe He HyXHa Ballla CTpaHa, aiicip Apouyib, MHE Hy’KHA TOJIKO Balla goub. OTaaite MHe
Katpuony, u s OTKaxych OT JIIOOBIX MTPETEH3MI Ha MpecToN». — S mepecrasia apiath, a Jlopa mpo-
JoJkuiIa: — B TOT neHs, Korma Thl CTOJb HEYAaYHO yIaia B OOMOPOK, OTel] COOMpaICsi OOBSIBUTH O
Bariei momoJsBke. Bameid, Kar... mens [lunap Hukorga He xoten. Y s 3Hama o0 3TOM ¢ Toi camoi
TNIepBOM BCTpeUH, Korja aiicup ['paxcoBeH BOIIIeI B TPOHHBIH 3aJ1 1 CMOTpEJI TOJIBKO Ha TeOs1. BriepBbie
MYXKUWHA, Yb¢ BHUMAHHE 51 XOTeJNa MPUBJIeUb, ObLT OKOJIOBAH MOEU YPOIUIMBOM CTapIIiel CECTPO.
Bnpouem, He Oynem O rpyCTHOM, BEpHEMCSI K COOBITHSIM JHEH MUHYBIIMX. K cyacTbio 11s1 Kopo-
JIEBCTBA, Tl IOYYBCTBOBAJIA ce0s1 IypHO, U TIOMOJIBKA OCTajIach HeorsaneHHo. COMHEBaloCh, YTO
Kecapsi Jake cBagbOa OCTaHOBHJIA Obl, HO OTell, TI0 MEHbIIIEH Mepe, He BBIIVISAEI TIIYTIO.

[TeiTanace oco3Hath ycisimanHoe. [ToHSITh, TPUHSATH U. . .

— Ho B l'otmupe [Junap cormiacuiicsi ¢ Moel uzeel, Bce ObUIO OrOBOPEHO, U Balll OpaK SBJISIICS
KJIIOUEBOH CTajilel 33 lyMaHHOro!

— a Heyxenu, — JIopa XUIIHO MPUIITYpUJIachk, — U Ballld OOKUMaHKs B TIOPEMHOHN Kamepe TOxke
SIBJISLTUCH CJIEICTBUEM JTIOTOBOPEHHOCTE ?

Sl mokpacHena, HO BCe e TOMbITAIACh OOBSICHUTB:

— Ilo Bo3Bpamenun B OUT/IOH s ObUIa TIOMOJIBJIEHA C... ApIIXaHOM, MOHUMaenb. Mnes Obuia
TakoBa — JluHap *keHUTCs Ha TeOe, s BBIXOKY 3aMYK 32 ApIIIXaHa U COOTBETCTBEHHO MOKU/IAI0 ITOJTH-
THUYECKYIO apeHy.

— Kar! — 310 OBl KpHIK pa3bsipeHHON npuHIecchl. — Kar, He cmemn meHs. C camoro Havana
ObLIO SICHO, YTO MEXAY BaMU JBYMsI NMPOUCXOAUT. JIMHAp CMOTpes TOJNBKO Ha Tedsl, He 3aMedast
HUKOTO BOKPYT, a ThI B €ro MPUCYTCTBUM CIIOBHO OkuBajia! Ha30BM MHE XOTb OTHOTO MYKYHHY, KOTO-
POMY ThI TO3BOJIsIa OTKPBITO HACMeXaThcsl Hall cOOOM, XOTh ogHoro! A ¢ JluHapom 3To ObUT Balll
cBOeoOpa3HbIii CTU/Ib 0OMeHust. Ho 3Haelnb, g elle Ha 4To-TO HaJeslach IO TOro Baiero 06e3o00pa-
3Us Mepejl COCTsA3aHueM ¢ Jmdepuiiiiamu. Thl OMPOCTyY Tasiyia B OOBATUSIX JAJTAPUIIIA, U ThI OblIa
cuacmIvBasi, Kak HUKoraa. M naske TBoW pakapi, UTo CBeJI ¢ yMa BceX KEHINWH, OH U3HAYAJILHO IPO-
urpbiBani Junapy. Psagom c aiicupom I'paxcoBeHOM ThI pacciadisiiack U Oblla cOOOH, a MOSIBIISICS
pakapi, ¥, HeCMOTPsI Ha BITIOOJICHHBIH B3IJIsi/1, HANPsDKEHNE MPUCYTCTBOBaIo, Kar.

Jlopa nmomoruana, 0)kuaasi MOUX CJIOB, HO, HE JOK/IABIIHCh, TPOJOJIKUIIA!

— Korma Iunap ObUT cO MHOM, OH MOCTOSTHHO roBOpwII 0 Tebe. [ToctosstHHO. O ToM, Kakas Thl
3a0aBHasi, 0 TOM, KaKas Thl UyJleCHasl, O TOM, Kakasl Thl HECHOCHAs, yripsiMas v Oe3rosyioBas. .. «Kart,
Karenok, most Karpuona ... CIloBO «MOs1» ITPOCKAJIb3bIBAJIO OYEHD YaCTO.

N BOT TyT MEH$ 3aMHTEpPECOBAJIA OJJHA JIETAJIb:

— ToI Bce 3T0. .. BbICTyIIMBaIA?

— Koneuno, — Jlopnana CHUCXOAWTENBHO YIIBIOHYJIACH, — s CIylllajla OYeHb BHUMATETBHO U
HUKOrJa He nepebuBana. Myxunabl, KaT, cTpaHHbIE CYIIECTBa — YeM JOJIbIIE OHU PACCKA3bIBAIOT O
MoOBH, TEM CUJIbHEEe TPUBSI3BIBAIOTCS K TOM, KTO YMEET CIyIIaTh. A s CIIyIIaTh yMeIO.
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[Mouemy-To s ObUIA BO3MYIIIEHA:

— Tl 3HaJIA, YTO OH JIOOUT MEHS, ¥ B TO ke BpeMs IbiTajlack BMoouTh [{nHapa B ceOs?!

— D710 ObUT MOII keHuX, Karprona! — Jlopa maxe ronoc nmoBbicuia. — MoMi... a THl IIeJIOBaJIach
C MOMIM MY>KYMHOUM ¥ C MOMM OyIyIIM MY>KeM iia B 60orom 3a0biToii TaBepHe! Tak 4To He HYy:KHO
MHE yKa3bIBaTh Ha aMOPAJIbHOCTh JIEUCTBUIA, €CJIM caMma Jjajieka OT HOPM TUKH !

Mpb1 nomMomyaiu.

— 4l 3Haa, moyeMy THI He 3aXO/HJIa BO BpeMsI MOel 00JIe3HU, — HEOKUTAHHO BAHOBATHIM TOHOM
MPOJIOJIKIJIA CECTPA, — S BUJIENA IIBETHI M PACCIPOCHIIA CITyKaHOK. B oTimure ot Tedsi, OHU B cepaed-
HBIX JIeJIaX pa30MpaioTcs U Cpazy COOOPa3UIM, YTO MPOoU3oNLio. OJHUM 3TUM MOCTYITKOM ThI BbIIajIa
BCe CBOM uyBcTBa K avicupy ['paxcoBeny. Ho... s Huuero He ckazaia Junapy, mpocTu. ..

Kaxercs, s ceftuac mpuayinry cooctBeHHyto cectpy! JlanqHo, IuHapy oHa He cka3aya, HO MHe-
TO MOTJIa CKa3aTh... YTO 51 B PhIKETO BIIOOMIIACK. . .

—He cmoTpu Ha MeHsI Tak, — orpocuia Jlopa, — 3Haelllb, KOrjia Bce 3TO MPOU3OIILIO, S OCTaNIach
MpaKkTUYeCKH ofiHa. Mama He Bceraa Obla psioM, OTell CTapajicsl MeHs He 3aMedarh U MOCTOSHHO
MIPOCHJT HAJIETh KaTIOIIOH, CTYKaHKH ITPOCTO TPSICIIUCH OT cTpaxa. Y momonsim ciryxu, OquH APYroro
crpamHee. .. A JluHap, OH, KOT/Ia B3sJ1 MEHSI 32 PYKY, HE OTBEPHYJICS, HE CKPUBUJICS OT Ope3rIIMBOCTU
Y OTBpAIlleHUsI U ObUT TaKUM... HeXHbIM. He ocyxmaii MeHs1, Kar, HO s BmoOuiach BTOpoi pa3 B
JKU3HU U OIATh-TAKU B MYKUIHMHY, KOTOPBIN JocTasics Tebe.

— 3a BCIo MOIO XW3Hb HA MEHsI 00paTHId BHUMaHUE TOJIBKO J1Boe, Jlopa, — yKOpU3HEHHO MPo-
W3Hecna 51, — Apiixad u... ¥ JIuHap, a B TBoel )KU3HU MYKIMH ObLUTH COTHU, TOKJIOHHUKOB — THICSYH !
My:X4MHBI BCer/ia BHIOMpaIN TeOsI, Aaxe Te, KTO IPUXOIAMII CBaTaThCcs KO MHe!

— Kecapp BbIOpan teds1, — rryxo otBetuia JlopuaHa, — MeHsI OH OTBEpr ¢ MEPBOrO B3IJISAA.
3Haerib, Kak 310 00nbHO, Kar? MeHs ¢ JeTcTBa TOTOBWIM ISl HETO, C CaMOr0 MOEro poaeHus!
Kak mocraButh My X4rHe yIOBOJIbCTBHE, KAK TOBOPHUTH C MYKUMHOM, KaK yIepKUBaTh €ro MHTEpeC. . .
U xorpa s BepHy/ach, OTBEPrHyTast TeM, JJIsI KOTO MeHs1 pacTuiiv, Benepest Obuia B IpOCTH. . .

— Panyiics, 9to XMBa W KHBEIlb, — HECKOJIBKO PE3KO CKazaja s, — Kecapb He TOT YeJIOoBeK,
PAIOM C KOTOPBIM O€30MacHO HaXOOUThCSI.

— He 6e3omacHo, HO TakK... BOJHYIOIIIE. . .

S mogHsIack. TOT Pa3roBOP HYKHO OBUIO MPEKPATUTH JaBHO, U MHE CJIEIOBAJIO COOPAThCs C
MBICJISIMH ¥ HauaTh JeiicTBoBaTh. C Yero Hauarh, s 3Hasa — ¢ Paiixo u CeiiTrca, 3a0epy UX ¢ COOO.

— Kar, — Tixo no3Bana Jlopa, — xouerib, pacCKaxy CKa3ky?

HepgHo paccmesBIIUCh, sT OTBETHIIA:

— Her, ctacu6o. Y MeHA ellie Tak MHOTO J€El.

— Ee lunap npugymad. ..

W s cena B Kpecio, He B CHJIaX OTKA3aThCsl OT TAKOTO.

— JKuna-6puta npuHIiecca, — Hayasa Jlopuana, — oHa ObUla OYeHb JI0Opasi U OUeHb XOPOIIIas,
HO ee 3aKoJjII0Baja 31as Beabma. OHa mpeBpaTiiia JeBOYKY B )KYTKOE UYJOBHIIIE, W JIIOU MTyTaJIUCh,
yBuzieB npunieccy. Koponb-otelr 3amep ee B BRICOKOUW OarHe, 160 OblIo mpopouecTBo: «[Ipreaer
MIPEeKPACHBII TPUHII, TIOIEeTyeT MPHUHIIECCY, W Yapbl naayT». [Imu rogsl, mpuHIiecca, HeHABUAUMASs
BCEMH, POCJIa B 3aTOYCHUU. BUS OT JTofielt TOJIBKO 37100y M CTpax, MPUHIIECCA CTaja 3710 U [IMHAY-
HOM. [TpHHIIBI CO BCEero cBeTa MpHe3kaju K Held, HO KaIblii ObUT TPYCJIMB M B CTpaxe Oexas mpoyb. . .
MHoro 371a coBepIIiIa MPUHIIECCa, KOTOPYI0 HUKTO HUKOT/IA He JTIIOOWII, HO OHAX/IbI €€ YBUJIEN TOT,
Koro cumrajia Bparom. OH nomkeH ObUT yOUTH TIpUHIlecCY, HO He cMmor. CTosil, CMOTpell Ha Hee, U
cepmiie Owtock yare. Ero momenyit pa3pyii 4apsl 37101 KoiyHsH Benepen. . .

[Moce 3THX CIOB y MeHS IPOTHYJIO Cepille, HaBepHOe, s MoOJeIHeNa, motoMy 4ro Jlopuana
HE yziepKaa yJbIOKy.

— D70 cKa3ka 0 3aKOJIJJOBAaHHOW MPUHIIECCE, €€ PACCKa3bIBAIOT Ha BceX Muiomaasax OUTIoHa,
ee MOIT MEHEeCTPeIHd, a IETH C 3aMUPAHUEM Ceplia CIIyIaT nepea cHoM. [IpaBaa, JaHHYI0 CKa3Ky
HUKOIJa HE pacCcKaxyT xpuilbl Matepu [IpaponuTebHUIIBI, HO TeM OJIMKEe OHA CTajia Hapomy... B
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otrume ot TBoel mpo «Kpacasuity u uynouiie». Keratu, Besepest B cepaniax Hapoza v Oblja 37101
KOJIIyHbeH, Tak uTo IuHap u30paj HyKHbIE CJIOBA.

— Tol 3HaN1A? — y MEHSI POCTO JIEHb MPO3PEHUN.

— $1 noramanack, 4TO 9TO TBOUX PYK JIEJNIO, HO... MHE 3TO OBLIO BBHITOTHO.

— Toraa 3auem BTOpas ckaszka?!

— Hunap, — Jlopa ynbiOHynach. — OH ObUT B SIPOCTH, BO3MYILIQICS, YTO TOJIBKO MPOCUI TeOs
MIOrOBOPUTD C CECTPOM, a HE YCTparBaTh U3 MEHS KYJbTMACCOBOTO MOKJIOHeHUs. Hy a motom mbl
MIPUIYMAJHU 3TY CKa3Ky.

— «Mp1»?!

— OH, — ObU1a BBIHYXJeHa yTOYHUTD Jlopa.

— 3aueM? — g HE IOHMMaJla MOTUBOB.

— INoTomy 4TO BceoOmas HEeHaBUCTh TeOsI He pajioBalia, — CeCTpa HACMEIIUIMBO YJIbIOHYJIAC.

— MHe a0CcoMmoTHO BCe paBHO, KTO M YTO 000 MHE TyMaeT! — OTYeKaHuIa 1.

— Ja? JuHap ckazai, 4TO TOXE Tak JyMmaJs, IoKa He YBHUJEJN, KaK Thl MEHSEUIbCS Y OpPKOB,
1 100aBWI: TO, YTO mpousoIuio B Jamiapuu, Tede ObLIO HENIPUATHO. A OH He cpa3y 3TO MOHSI.
«OHa MeHsieTcs Y OpKoB, Jlopa, oHa co00ii CTAaHOBUTCS, OHA KaK IIBETOK pacKpbiBaeTcsi!» — BOT UTO
aiicup ['paxcoBeH MHe roBopwi. M motomy [uist Hero ObUIO Tak BaXHO, YTOOBI OTHOIIIEHHE K Tebe
W3MEHUJIOCh. ..

BHesarHO moHsisIa, 4TO cefiuac Ha4YHy IUlakarh, CHOBA. [lMHAp MOHST MeHsl, TIOHSUT Iake TO,
YTO s caMa He MoHuMana, a Junap... VM kak ke MHe Terepb KUTbh Oe3 HEero, C OCO3ZHAHHUEM BCEro
ciryuuBIerocs?!

— JlaBaii moroBopuM O Kecape, — MpepBajia Mou JylieBHble Tep3anus Jlopuana. — [luHap B
MPOIIJIOM, a THl 3aMYKeM 3a uMIiepatopom. Jlymaii 00 3TOM U O TOM, YTOOBI OBITH €My XOpOIIen
KEHOM.

BrITHpasi HerpolieHble ce3bl, S YeCTHO OTBETUIIA!

— Emy HyxHa He 1, Jlopa, eMy Hy)XHa MOsI KpPOBb, a TOUHee, eTH ¢ aapom, kak u Ta Ileppy.
41 kecapio HMKOrIa He Oy/ly MHTEpPeCHa KaK JKEHIIMHA, ¥ [IOTOMY TBOM 3HaHUsI MHE He nipuroasTcs. Ho
BCE PaBHO CMAcuOO0 — 32 pacCKas, 3a CBE/ICHUS . .. KOTOPbIE Thl IPEIOCTABIIIA MHE CIIUIIIKOM TO3/HO,
YTOOBI s1 MOTJIa XOTh YTO-TO MPENPHHSTH, U 32 TOMBITKY IEPeaTh CBOU OIBIT TOXe OIaroaapio.

S pemmTesbHO NOAHAACS.

— Kar, — Jlopa 3aqym4nBO cMOTpesia Ha MeHs, — TOT (bakT, YTO Kecapb Bcerga Obul K TeOe
HepaBHOAYIIEH, n3BecTeH MHOrMM. Ho ocoGeHHO ot 3toro Oecuiicst Miiepr, 1 IMEHHO OT HEro s
y3HaJsa, 4To Kecapb BCErJa CIeAn 3a TBoel ku3Hblo. Beerna, Kar, ¢ Toro camoro MomMeHTa, Kak B
MATHAALATD JIET ThI MPEACTaNa mnepes ero odamu. W Thl equHCTBEHHas mpuHIecca B [lpaiine, ueit
Opak Mor OBITh 3aKJTIOYEH TOJIBKO C pa3pellieHus] Kecapsl.

—Yt0? — g ObUIa YOUBIICHA.

— Tsl MeHs1 TPeBOCXOAHO Cllblnaia, — Jlopa Toxe MoAHsIACh. — A Tereph s PACCKaxy TO, UTO
3HAI0, HABEPHOE, TOJIBKO $... U MHE 00 3TOM cKa3aia Benepes... Kecapp oueHb MOTyIIIECTBEHHBIH
Mar.

— O na, — 1 He CKpbIBaJIa UPOHUH, — Thl OTKPbLJIA MHE BEJIMKYIO TalHy !

— U kecapb OYEHb HECYACTHBIN YEJIOBEK. . .

— Vike peiaio oT couyBCcTBUs! — S MHYIa Jiekalnyo Ha Mojy MOAYHIKY Juist HOT. — Thl XOTh
MOHUMaelllb, O YeM TOBOPUIIIb?!

W s ymna. .. B kabuner [unapa.

Tam, cuas Ha Kpaelike CTyJja, CIEeNIHO MHcaia TocjaaHue peiokeMy. B ToM, uto OH BepHercs,
COMHEHHU# He ObUIo, HO BOT Korja?.. Ml HyxHO Jiu eMy Bo3Bpamiatbesi? Ho cepiile HamoMHUIO ero
cioBa: «5I Tebst HUKOMY He OTJaM, HU OpKaMm, HU roOMHaM, HU Kecapsim!» W Ha ceKyHly MeJIbKHYJIa
MBICTTb: «MBlI elrie moBoemM!» MenbKHYJIa, 9YTOObI TYT K€ ObITh TOJABJIEHHON THICSTYAMH Pa3yMHBIX
I0BOIOB. A s nmucana nmucbMo Junapy. O TOM, Kak HEHaBHXKY €ro, U O TOM, UTO, KaXeTCsl, JToOIIo. . .
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HaBepHOE, MIOTOMY 4YTO... He 3Haio noyemy. O ToM, 4To HUKOrAa He npoury emy ['ormupa u ania-
puun. O ToM, Kak s OnarojapHa emy 3a ['otmup, HO He 3a Jaymmapuio... O TOM, 4TO BCe €ro CKa3Ku
aypaukue! Y1 o ToM, 4To OH caMblil HECHOCHBII PbIKMII Ha CBETE, M O TOM, YTO $ IPOILY €ro He
BMeIMBaThes. .. Ecm kecapb oTcnenut u o0epHyI BCISATh MOU MOPTaJl, HET COMHEHHI, YTO CyMeeT
oTcieanTh U [luHapa, a 3HauuT. .. s OyAy BEpHOM KEHOM.

W camoe nocnenHee: «Mor Obl U cpa3y CKa3aTh, 4TO JIOOUIIL! A He jKAaTh, TIOKA 5 3aMYX 32
APpYroro Beliay !»

A 3ateM s B3sJ1a JBa KOHBEpTa, HA 000MX HamMcaa «aicupy ['paxcoBeHy», 00a 3aredarana.
KoHBepT ¢ muchbMoM cripsTaia 3a mosic, BTOPOH, ¢ OeIbiM JTUCTKOM OyMaru, cooupaiach UCTIONb30-
BaTh.

— Ilepenams JuHapy, — ckazana s Jlope, KoTopas mpogoikaia CTOATh BCE TaM e Y KaMHUHA.

— Mosker, He cTOUT? — HO 3anieyaTaHHOE MOCIaHUE B3sia.

— Crour... — {1 cynopoxHo B310xHYy/a. — Iy K OTILy, HY’)KHO OIPEJE/IUTHCS C PEEMHUKOM.

— Bynere BeIOMpaTh MHe MyXka? — HACMEIIINBO cripocuiia JlopuaHa.

— BeposiTHee Bcero, — 4eCTHO MPU3HAJIACH 1.

Beinuta B kopuziop, HO IBEpH IPUKpPbLUIA HEIUIOTHO. [locTosiyia HeMHOTO, O:KUAAs €€ JeUCTBUN.

— ITpoctn, Kar, — paccnbimana g menot JIopsl.

W mocrosina ere, Moka He OIIyTHIIA 3aMax coxkeHHoW Oymaru. Hy, mpenaBimmii eJHOXK bl
MpeacT U MOBTOPHO, B CMBICIIE — JIIOU HE MEHSIOTCs. BTopoi KoHBepT s otaasia XaHTpy. B ToMm,
YTO OH JISHICTBUTEJIHHO TMEPEAacT MIChbMO aJipecary, COMHEHUI He ObLIO.

%k % %

C OTIIOM TOJIKOBOTO pa3roBopa He clioxuiaoch. Koponb OwTioHa moyeMy-To Bce OOJIbIIe
IBITAJICSL PACCIIPOCUTh O TOM, KaK TaM Yy Hac C KecapeMm, U HaIllpoub OTKa3aJics 00CyXaath Oyayinee
JlopuaHnbl.

— MeHs BIIOJIHE yCTpaMBaeT NpeIokKeHre UMITepaTopa, — TYMaHHO HaMEKHYJT OTell.

— O usbpan cynpyra ajs JIopsl? — yIUBIEHHO CIIPOCHUIIA S

— OH COOOIINIT, YTO ITUM BOIIPOCOM UyTh MO3IHEE 3aUMEIIILCS ThI, — KOPOJIb TPOCTO-TAKHU CHSLT
ot cyactbd. — U, Kar, Tel MeHs nopaoBana.

S1 Monua BcTasia W, He TIPOINAsCh, BBIILIA U3 OTIIOBCKOTO KabuHetra. MHe ObUIO OOJIBHO, U
ObUTa OOMIKEHA Ha OTIIA.

IlokuHyB pogHOIi 10M, 51 IEpEHecIach He BO ABOpeEL] Kecaps. BricTpouB noprai Ha Ty caMmylo
CMOTPOBYIO OaIlIHIO, C KOTOPOI MbI aTakoBaJIH oM Mitepu, 1051ro crosiia Ha caMoM BepXy 3TOrO IpHU-
MeyaTeIbHOr0 COOPYXKEeHHUsS U cMOTpena Ha ropof. IIpaep — cronmia copoka ceMu 0ObeIMHEHHBIX
KOPOJIEBCTB, LIEHTP Halllel LIMBUJIM3AllMY, OIJIOT BJIACTU BEJIMKOIo umreparopa ApasjeHa... Kak u
BCEr/a, YAUBJISUI OTCYTCTBUEM KaKUX-JIMOO IOCTOMHBIX BHUMaHU cTpoeHui. [1porie roBopsi, kecapb
TUIEBATh XOTeJ, MyCTh JaXe W BOT C 3TOM CMOTPOBOM OalllH1, HA BCEe CBOM BJIaJieHUs1. B3saTb, Hanpu-
Mep, Ty ke XOPHHIO U €€ CTOJIUILY — ITOBCIOly BEJINYECTBEHHBIE XPaMbl, LIEHTPAJIbHbIE YJIULIbI BOCXU-
IIAI0T CBOMMU apXUTEKTYPHBIMU KOMIIO3ULIMSIMY, MTAPKU U aJlJIeW HOCAT MMEHA BbIJAIOIIMXCS Ipa-
BUTEJIEH, Bece Kak rnosaraercs. OUTIOH ToXke N0 IPaBy MOXET FOpAUTLCA cBoer cronmueit Mpanu —
9TO OPEeBHUI M YAMBUTEIBHO MPEKpacHbIil ropos. KoponeBckuii ABopel] sBIsieTcs: CBOS0Opa3HbIM
OCTPOBOM — €I0, KaK OXepeJibe, OKPYkKaeT KOpPOJIEBCKas IUIOIIA/b, KOTOpask yBEIUYUBACTCS NEpes]
ABOPLIOM, MOBTOPssi (hopMy KyJoHa. MHOTUM cTpoeHusiM B Mpanu Oosee MATH COTEH JIET, HO UX
OeperyT, pecTaBpUpyIoT, U TO XKeMUyKUHbI roposia. B ob1iem, koraa k HaM IpHObIBaeT OYepeiHoe

MIOCOJILCTBO, HAPOILY €CTh UTO MoKa3ath. A TyT? OTciona, ¢ OamiHu, Bech [Ipaep kazasncs coopuinem
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[JIMHOOUTHBIX TOMHKOB, Pa3Be UTO KBapTaj OOraThIX CAHOBHHKOB U aJliesl C I0BEIMPHBIMH Marasu-
HAMU BBITJISIICIN MPUCTOMHO. W 3aMOK Kecapsl pacnioyiarajicst He B LIEHTPE CTOJIHILIBI MJIM XOTS Obl B
yepre ee, a 3HAUMTENIbHO JieBee, MPAKTUYECKU B MmycThiHe. CTeH BOKPYT JABOpIA HE HAOIIONAIOCh —
HO HE CyIIECTBOBAJIO ¥ TITYIIIOB, PUCKHYBIIMX Obl HATIACTh HA Halero OeccMeptHoro. S qaxe yibio-
HYJIaCh, IPE/ICTABUB ce0e OCTaJIbHbIE IBOPIIbI IIPABUTENIEN — y BCEX ObLIM BBICOUEHHBIE OIPasKICHHUS,
B [Ile3rBun ux BOOOIE ax MsATh, HO TaM MOTOMCTBEeHHbIe TTapaHouku. 1 y JlmHapa BOKpyr 3aMKa
BHYILIMTEJIbHASI CTE€HA, M Y HaC Jaxe. A TyT HeT, Henopsaok. Hago nocrpouts. U cag Bokpyr nBopia,
1 03epo... YTOOBI OBLIO TJ/Ie YTONUTHLCS, KOrJa Kecapio HajoeM. .. He o Tom apymaro.

W s npuHsiack 3a MBICJIEHHOE COCTaBJIEHUE IUIaHA JEVWCTBUM:

1. 3arpeboBaTh apXMTEKTYPHBIN TUIAH JBOPIIA.

2. IMoobmiarecs ¢ rpagonpaButesieM [Ipaepa — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 9TO Hallla CTOJIUIA, U BBITJIS-
IIETh OHA JTOJIKHA JOCTOUHO.

3. YTo-TO MHE MOJCKAa3bIBAET, YTO €CJIM K COOCTBEHHOW CTOJMIIE y HALIIETO BEJIMKOTO MHTEpEC
OTCYTCTBYET, TO U B rOCYIapCTBE HE BCE JIAJHO, TaK YTO CJIEAYET 3aHAThCS BHYTPEHHUMM JejaMu
[Tpaiizpl.

3a0bIB O COOCTBEHHBIX IYIIEBHBIX TEP3aHUsIX, 1 PEHIMTEIbHO OTKPBUIA MEPEXOf BO ABOpEIl,
MOHMMAs1, YTO B OJIMKANIIIE MECSIbl CBOOOTHOE BpeMsi MHE HE CBETHUT.

%k % %

«[ocymapcTBO — 3TO $1, 1 — 3TO TOCYAAPCTBO» — HE TIOMHIO, KTO CKa3aJl, HO MOBTOPSIIO Terephb
MOCTOSIHHO. A 4YTO MHE ellie ocraercs?!

— Aiicupa KarpuoHa, Bbl POCHJIH JIOKYMEHTHI 110 TEPPUTOPHATBLHBIM BIIAIeHUsIM | €eBUHBI, —
WNnepu ckaoHWICA nepeso MHOM.

A Bce paBHO HEHaBUJIUT, XOTb U MBITAETCS ITO CKPHITh.

Ta-a-ak, Hy-C, ¥ 4TO Mbl TyT UMeeM? Ara, HE3aKOHHOE MPUCBOEHHE TEPPUTOPUI MO peKe
Beiie... kak MujI0, 1 Kyaa Kecapb TOJIbKO cMoTpesn?! 3aTo Tenepsh s 3Hao, 3a4eM MYXKUMHE HYKHA
KeHa, — YToO CKUHYTh Ha Hee Bce NpoOJIeMbl U KU3HBIO Hachaaxaatbesi! BTopoii aeHp 3amyxkem, HO
yXe TMIOHMUMAIo, YTO B IEBUUECTBE ObUIO JIyullie. B cMmbiciie — 00s13aTe/IbCTB MEHbIIIE, /1A M yIIPaBJIeH-
yeckuil ammapar B OUTIOHE OT/IakeH, B ommure oT [Ipaiiapl, ubsi SKOHOMHUYECKasi CUTYaIMsl MEHs
OTKPOBEHHO yKacaJa.

A BOT YTO MeHsI OTKPOBEHHO PaioBaJio — TaK 3TO OTCYTCTBUE Kecapsl. Moii cyripyr 6osee Ha
MOpOre MOei ke CrajlbHA He OOBSBIISIICSA U BOOOIIE HUITIE HE MOKA3hIBAJICSA. DTO HUKOTO HE YIUB-
JIS710, Kecapb MHOM pa3 U MecsllaMy Mpomajall. .. xajb, YTO BCEr/la BO3BPAIIAJICs, Mbl HHOU pa3 yxe
HAYMHAJIM HAJIESIThCS Ha JTydlliee, a OH BCe paBHO BO3Bpalaics. beccmepTHblil Harl.

Brpyr Bo BHyTpeHHEM JIBOPHKE MOCIBIIIAICS 1IyM. .. CTpaHHO, 3/1eCh OOBIYHO KpaiiHe THXO.

W TyT CKBO3b IPOXOT JIAT YCTPEMUBIIMXCS K MECTY COOBITUI CTPAXKHUKOB 5 YCIIBIIIIAIA THEBHOE:
«YTbIppKal!»

Bckounna, 1axe 10 KOHIIA HE OCO3HaBasi 3TOro, v Opocuiiack B kopuaop! OTTyaa, pactaikuBast
CTPaXHUKOB U JIABUPYS MEX]y TeMHU, KTO HEe 3aMeuall CBOI0 MEJIKYIO MOBEIUTEIbHHUILY, BHIOEKAa
BO JIBOP.

Wx 6pu10 Tpoe — 1ieHre, Pxapre u ere KakOR-TO HE3HAKOMBIN MHE OPK... HO 9TO HE BaXHO. ..
Ato Bece He BaxkHO! U ¢ Bomiem «Illenre!» s Opocuiack k mare.

— YThIppKa, — TACKOBO MPOPBIYAT OPK, U CTPAKHUKOB, KOTOpbIe ObLIM Ha MOEM IyTH, pa3opo-
CcaJio B CTOPOHBI, a 51 ¢ pa30ery oOHsiIa CBOEr0 MOXHATOT'O MMAarariky.

— Illenre, — 51 rotoBa ObUIA BBITH OT PAAOCTH, — YTHIPPKA CKy4YaTb... U XOTETh MPUNTU, HO
VTBIppKa HEJNb351 XOAUTD K IIEHTe Terephb. . .

Sl BCxMMHYMa ¥ IpUKanach K HeMy Kperde. . .
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— VThIppKa, IIynblii peOeHOK, — MPOpbIYall Manamika. — YTeIppKa CIbIIATh MeHre, HO He CITy-
marh! YTHIppKa He JefaTh, YTO XOTEeTh, YTHIPPKA CJeoBaTh 3a Aojrom. Jlonar Bectd YTHIPPKY K
rubenu!

— YThIppKa BBIIOJIHATH CBOI JOT, — IpoUIenTaa .

— Jonr YTeippku — pactu! — Ge3ane/IsSIMOHHO 3asiBUJT IeHTe U J0OABUIT: — YThIppKa UITH C
IIEHTe, B3POCJETh, YUYUTHCSI MATUH U. .. LIEHUTH ceOst!

Ta-a-ak, 3HaumT, 3T0 32 MHOU? TO €CTh IIEHTe MPUITIEeS 32 MHOW?

OTopBaBIIKCh OT OOBITUN MOXHATOTO MATAIIKY, I CO CIE3aMH Ha Ila3ax CMOTpesia Ha OpKa. . .
1 He Moruia noeputh! CKazaThb, YTO €ro NOCTYIOK NEPEBEPHYJI BECh MOW MUP, 9TO HE CKa3aTh HUYETO.

— Illenre, — 51 BBITEpIA CJ1€3bl, — YTHIPPKA OarofapuT HeOO 3a TO, YTO ThI MosiBUIICA Ha [TyTu.

— VTeIppKa — 104b ILLIEHIe, — MPOpbIual OPK, — KOrjga YTHIPPKE IUIOXO, LIEHIe TOXE IIOXO.
[enre nan Bpemsi YThIppKe, HO JOYb HE ycibiiaia ciaoB. [llenre 3ad6upath YTHIPPKY, OKa 104b HE
CTaHeT B3pOCIIoi!

OMM... B IBALATH JIET MOM POBECHUIIBI ykKe JIeTell UMEIOT, HO. .. S1 mpeacTaBmia cede KU3Hb
BO Asoptie [Ipaiiasl, kecapsi, BBI3bIBAIOILETO OTOPOIb, — U )KU3HB C HIEHTe B OXTE JIECHOTO IVIEMEHH. . .
IlepBoe BbI3BIBAJIO I€Yalb, IPU MBICIH O BTOPOM XOTEJIOCH MPBIraTh OT CYACTDS. ..

— YThIppKa O4YeHb XOUEeT C IIeHTe, — MPU3HAJIACH SI, — HO TYT MYK... YTBIPPKH. ..

— Kakoi nMeHHO? — ycTano OMHTEPECOBAJICS IIEHTE.

Sl cMyILIEHHO TOKpacHena U KOBBIPHYJIa HOCKOM MpaMop JIBOPA... JEUCTBUTENILHO, XOPOLINIA
BOIPOC.

— VYThIppKa — OOMKEHHBIN peOEHOK, — Mara B3JI0OXMaTUJ MOM BOJIOCHI, — BUAMUT WIPyIIKa —
oeper! llleHre BUaETh, Kak YTHIPPKA CMOTPETh Ha ApIIIXaH, ¥ TIOCTaBUTh YCIIOBHE — OpakK 1Mo 3aKOHaM
Jlecnoro Hapopa. Illenre Bunerts, kak KpacHoe riaMs cMOTpETh Ha Y THIPPKA, ¥ IIOCTABUTD YCIIOBUE —
Opak no 3akoHam JlecHoro Hapona! YTeippka — 10ub IIeHre, HUKTO HE MOXET B3SITh Y TBIPPKY B OXT
6e3 cornacus menre. Her Gpaka 1o 3akoHaM IiieHre, HeT Myka. § J[xamr, s Bce cka3aTth!

TuinmHa BO JBOpE — U § MOH:IA, YTO HE OJJHA CIyllaja 1ieHre. .. Kakoi jxe oH y MeHs oTpsi-
catonmii mana! Bot cameiil Hactosimmi Moii mana! M BOT OH MeHs Kecapio HU 3a YTO He oTaaj Obl!

Ho nomsauu nemMoHa, oH M MOSIBUTC !

Kecapp MarepuanusoBaics U3 Bo31yxa, U Tak HEYIa4HO, YTO OTTECHUJI MEHS OT 1eHre. .. Moi
MOOUMBIN TMarovyka BHUMATEJIBHO MOCMOTpeN Ha mpaButess [Ipaiiipl 1 «HEKHO» €ro OTOIBUHYIL.
Kecapp otnieren maroB Ha sTh, MOC/IE YEro NpsMO B BO3AYXE IPUHSLI BEPTUKAJIBHOE MOJIOKEHUE,
HO sl K TOMY BPEMEHH yxke Haxoaumach 3a Pxapre — mo0mo opkoB... VI oueHb HaJeioch, UTo IIeHre
cUJIbHEe Kecaps... a BOOOIIE CTPAIITHO.

— JlensiHOM CBET OJIKEH YUTH! — CIIOKOMHO MPOU3HEC OPK.

Kecapp crimaHupoBan Ha MOBEpXHOCTb IBOPUKA, MEJIEHHO HAIIPAaBUIICA K HaM, CLIENIUB PyKU
3a ciuHOM. OH MOAOIIeN BIUIOTHYIO K ILIEHTe, S HEBOJIbHO OTMETHJIA, YTO OHU OJIHOTO POCTa U cervac
CMOTPAT JPYT Ha JApyra B yIop, HO OTCTyIaTh He *eJan HU ofvH. Kecapb, TOHKUIA, C AJTMHHBIMU I1J1a-
THUHOBBIMH BOJIOCAaMH, B CBETJIO-CEPEOPHCTOM KOCTIOME, U ITIEHTe, B KOTOPOM YMECTHUJIOCH Obl YeThIpe
Kecapsi B IIUPUHY. .. HO YTO-TO MHE BJIIPYT He 1o cede crano! f 3Hana, 4To MOii Iaroyvka BCeX CHIIb-
Hee, ¢ HUM aaxe Ta Illepp He copuJ, HO PO Kecaps 5 3Hazla TO ke camoe!

— Bame mmmneparopckoe BeJIMUECTBO, — pelllniia s BMELIaThCsl, U3-3a CIMHBI Pxapre ecre-
CTBEHHO, — 3T0 [[amr, Moii oTell. ..

JleBast 6poBb Kecapsi B3BMETHYJIACh, TIOCJIE YETO OH He yIepKaJICsl OT YCMEIIKHU:

— CemeliHOTO CXOICTBA 51 HE 3aMETHJI, KaK ¥ CTPEMJIEHHUsI TBOEW MaTepy K U3BpallleHUsIM !

Oro, kakas anvHHas pasza... Camas AJIMHHAS 32 BCIO HAIlly CEMENHYIO KU3Hb.

— JIxarr — Mo 1eHre, — 0OUIeNach si, — MOM BTOPOU OTell. . .

— 1?7 — nomoOoIBITCTBOBAJ Kecapb.

Hapo xe... kakue Mbl pa3rOBOPUMBBIE. ..
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— W menre 3a6upaer YThIppKy! — Ha OMTJIIOHCKOM MTPOM3HEC OPK, YAMBUB MEHS... a s s3bIK
KOBEpKaJsa U OPKCKH yuuJa!

Kecapp ynbiOHyJICA. .. TacKOBO. MHE CTaJIo CTpaIiHo.

CTpaXHUKH MOMSTUINCH TIOJ MPUKPBITUE CTEH, MPEANnounTas HaOmogaTh 3a COOBITUSMU U3
OKOH Maruyecky 3alllMIIEHHOro JBOpIia, 1 MOM OllaceHMs MOATBepAnIMCh. Kecapb mponomkan cro-
SITh COBEPIIIEHHO CIIOKOWHO, ake pacciablIeHHO, a €ro PyKH BCe Tak ke ObLTM HeOPEKHO CIETIIEHbI
3a CITMHOM, HO... 51 YyBCTBOBAJIA, KK BCE BOKPYT MeHsieTcs. .. VI y MeHsI MIMeUCh cepbe3HbIe COMHE-
HUSI B TOM, UTO ITIEHTe CUJIbHEE. .. OUeHb cepbe3Hble! Ha Moeli mamMsiT Kecapb CpOBHSLI C 3eMJIel OTHO
TOPHOE KHSIKECTBO. .. TaM JIake TOp He OCTAJIOCh, TOJIBKO OOJIOMKH. A YK CKOJIBKO HapoIy Kecapb Ha
TOT CBET OTIPaBUJI, AaKe HE IPUIIOMHIO. .. CJIMIIKOM MHoro. U nefsHou crpax cxan cepaue! Tombko
He mrenre! $1 He mporty ce6e, ecM ¢ HUIM XOTb YTO-TO CIy4UTCs. .. YTO e MHe nenath? Eciu noiny
IIPOCUTH Kecapsl, IIEHTe Pa303JIUTCsl U IOCTYIUT I10-CBOEMY, a €CJIM HUYETO HE C/IeNalo, Kecaphb paso-
3JIMTCS U IIIEHTe MOXET MOrMOHYTh. .. Tora v sl He CMOTY JKUTb, 3Hasl, YTO OPK MOru0d M3-3a MEHs, —
s CJTUITTKOM JTIOOTIO MArnoyKy. .. Yto MHe nenarh?!

Sl monHsNa 171a3a ¥ BCTPETHIIACh CO CBEPKAIOIIMM B3IVISA0OM Kecapsl, IpUYeM OH BHOBb JJEMOH-
CTPUPOBAJT YMBJIEHUE B3JIEPHYTOH JIEBO OPOBBIO. ..

— VThIppKa, — mpopbiya menre. — JIeqssHol CBeT YyBCTBYET MbICITH !

0-0-0!!! A-a-a! DMm... mpocTH, Kecapb... 3M...

ToHKue TyObl KpUBO YCMEXHYJIHCH, U S TIOHSUJIA UTO. .. KOHEI] MHE. . .

Tak, ctor. .. ryOoKuid B310X U... oH Bce cibian? Bee?! BCE!!! U B canbre? U BooOme?!

Pxapre ynepsxan Moe nagaroiee B 0OMOPOK TeJlo, HO Kecapb JIOOWIT:

— Ha!

N g nepenymana najath B 0OMOpOK. Tak, JIaHO. .. MBI moieM apyrum mytem. «O Bemvkuii
Benwiit [lyx. .. Tey Thl... kKecapb ApaszeH... O Benukuii benslil. .. onsaTs He TO...»

Sl BeIIpsIMUIIAch, ¢ MOJILOOW B3IVISTHY/Ia HAa CYNpyra M B3Moimiack: « TOJbKO He IeHre, Mmoxa-
nyiicta! S mocnmymHas Oyay, sl Bce TeKyIue Jeja o AJIbsiHCY Ha ceOst BO3bMY, f1...»

— BepHernibes Ha 3akarte, — MOBOpAYUBAsICh, YTOOBI YIITH, IPOU3HEC Kecaph, — K OPKaM MOKEIIb
co3JaBarh MopTall. ..

HarnocTb — 310 KauecTBO, HeOOXOAMMOE JIFOOM ITPUHIIECCE, a TAKOM, KaK s, OCOOCHHO, TTOCeMY:

— A cBagp0a?..

N meicnenHo nodaeuia: «M BooOirie, 1 TYT Mogymalia, pa3 Bel BCe 3HaeTe. .. pa3Bofbl B [Tpaiine —
aeno JOOPOBOJIBbHOE, U JABHO CYIIECTBYIOIIEE, . ..»

Kecapb MrHOBEHHO pa3BepHYJICS KO MHE, U B3IV €ro ObUT IajieK OT TOOPOAYIITHOTO.

«Her Tax Her... 51 e He IpOTUB. .. HaBepHoe. Ho BOT 1ieHre. . .»

[lenre yrposarorie MpousHec:

— JlensiHO# cBET — HE MyX Y ThIppKH!

W npoctpaHcTBO BOKpPYT Hac 3acBepKasio. CJIOBHO JIeAsHblE NCKOPKU HAIIOJHUINA BO3AYX.

A s cMoTpena Ha cynpyra ¥ MoJuia ToJbko 00 onHom: «He Hamo... He Hajmo, moxamyicral»
Kecapp ycmexHyiics, M Ha MEHs1, ¥ IOBEPHYJICS K IIIEHTe.

— JlKamr KMBET 10 3aKOHaM Jieca, Y MeHsI CBOM 3aKOHbl. Karpuona PuHaBuaime Yurpumana
MOS.

[Tox Horamu 3emuis 3arynena. Hexopomio Tak, M IBOpel] BeCh 3aJpoKall, a 5 MOHsUIA — 3TO
IIIEHTe.

— YThIppKa yXOOUTS C IIEHTe, — IPOPbIYa MOH MAarka.

— Ecnu 4 paspenty, — ieisiTHbIM TOHOM HAIlOMHUJT KeCapb.

3emuis 3agpokaia oryTumee. MHe COBCEM CTPAIITHO CTaJIo, a IIeHTe He OOsJICS HUYero:

— JlensiHOM CcBET — MOTYIIIECTBEHHBII Mar, HO MpOTHB Maruu [l xarira GeccuiieH!

Bosnyx nepecran cBepkarb, 3eMis iepecTtaiia ryaeTb. Kecapb 3alyMUMBO IOCMOTpEIT HA MEHH,
3aTeM Bce CBOE BHUMaHUE y/Ie/InII HIeHTe:
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— Yero xouet JIxxamr?

JlocTUTrHYB KpailiHel CTeTieH! YIUBIICHU S, s pelliia IPUHUMATD MPOUCXOSIIIEee KaK eCTh — BCe
PaBHO HMYETro He MOHMMalo! 3aTo MIeHTe U Kecapb IMOHUMAITH JPYT ApPyra ¢ MOIyCIoBa:

— O6psax no 3akoHam JlecHoro Kinana, — ckazau nara.

— 51 B 3aBetoMOM TipourpbIilie, — 6€3 SMOIMIA TPOU3HEC BlacTuTeNb Beell [Tpaiiibl.

— DTO eIMHCTBEHHOE YCIIOBHUE, — Tara roBOPUJI CIIOKOMHO U 1ake 0e3 HACMEIIIKH.

— MHe nipotie youts Te0s1, — U Cynpyr MOH TOke ObLT CIOKOEH U TOXe He Iy THII.

Bot oHu 00a criokoliHbIe, a 1 Ha rpaHu 0OMOpoOKa!

Kecapb cHOBa mocMoTpest Ha MeHsl. 3ayMUMBO M HEXOPOIO. A TIOTOM MTPOU3HEC:

— 51 cooly o perieHHH.

— IIxamr cooOmuT Bpemsi! — ¢ TOCTOMHCTBOM OTBETHJI MO Tamnarika.

U kecapb onsTh B BO3IyXE PaCTBOPHUIICS.

[lenre B3s1 MeHsI 32 PyKYy M OTKPBUI MopTail. § ObUta I0BONBbHA, U IeHTe — Toxke. U Kak xe
3JI0POBO YYBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 MAJICHbKOM JIEBOYKOMN PSIOM C OOJIBIIIMM Y CHITBHOM MAIOYKOM, KOTOPBI
TeOs1 JIIOOUT U 3aInuInaeT!

MBbI BBHIIIUIM Y BOCTOUHBIX I'PaHUI] KJIaHa. PXxapre v BTopoil OpKk MTHOBEHHO MOATIPHITHYIH U T10
JEpEeBbSM ITOMUYAINUCH BIIEPE]. .. a MbI C IIEHTe IILJIM U HACJAX/1aTUCh PAHHUM JIETOM, OKPYXKaloLIen
MIPUPOIOH 1 BOOOIIE. .. 000XkaI0 CBOETO IIEHTe, U MHE TaK XOPOIIIO, YTO JIaXKe CJIOB HET... a BCE ke
HAILUTUCh.

— Ilenre, YTeIppKa HMYEro He MOHUMATh, — PU3HAJIACH $1, KAK-TO IO MPHUBBIYKE MEpeiis Ha
TMOOUMBINA OPKCKUH.

— VThIppKa CIIpalmBarh, MeHTe JaBaTh OTBET, — JOBOJIBHO KMYPSICh, COOOIINIT OPK.

51 or pagocTu 0OHSTA ero pyKy 0OeMMH CBOMMH | JJaJIa BOJTIO JIOOOITBITCTBY:

— Korna 6yzner oopsin?

— Illenre pemarhb, — Kak-TO JIyKaBO U 3araflodHO OTBETHJI OpK.

Ta-a-ak, He MOHsIA.

— U korza mienre pemut? — 3aAyM4MBO CIIPOCHJIA 5.

Opk (pbIpKHYI, pa30M pacTepsiB BCIO 3araloYHOCTb, U OTBETHIL:

— Korga V1eippka 3axoreTs!

A? 4 He ocabimanack? 1o yTo ke nonyvaercs? I1o... MHe periarh?!

— Illenre? — ynuBIIEHHO BBIIOXHYJA 1.

Opk cBOOOHOI PYKOM, TOTOMY KaK Ha BTOPOM BHCeNa $1, ONATh PACTPeriayl MOU BOJIOCHI, HO
s axe ObuIa He POTHB, M HAaYaJl TOBOPHTH:

— VT1BIppKa — TIymnslil pedeHok. Yero xotets — He 3HaeT! Koro xoreth — He 3HaeT! YThIppKa
CMOTpETh Ha ApIlIXaHa U TEPATh I'OJIOBY, KaK ITTyIbIi YeJIOBEYECKUI KEHIHA !

SI mokpacHena Kak pak, KOTOpOro ofHax /bl ’kapui Pxapre, u mpomonyana.

— Ho Vr1eIppka He keHIMHA, — MPOJOJIKWII LIeHre. — YThIppKa 104b JlkKallur, HEeCTU 4ecThb
poaa... JIxamr npuHsII MEpSI. ..

Ha nocnienHem ciioBe Opk HECKOJIBKO CMYTHJICS, @ BOT MO€ YyBCTBO JIDOOMBITCTBA BOCTIAPHUIIO
Ha KpbUIbsIX, 3aTMEBasl BCE OCTAJIbHBIE MbICIIH.

—W... uTo chnenan meHre? — BONpOCUIA 5.

[Nama 4yTh ckajn MOIO JIAJIONIKY, B €ro Jiare BBIIVIAASILYIO KaK pydyka peOeHKa, U, XUTpO Ipu-
Iy pUBILICH, OTBETU:

— VTBIppKY MOryT OpaTh B HEBECTHI, HO... CAENaTh keHOH, matepblo — Her! Hukak! IMoka
VYT1eIppKa cama He OyJeT roToBa.

Sl HUYero He MOHsJIA... COBCEM. YIUBJIEHHO CMOTpEJa Ha ILIEHTre, U IJ1a3a MOU CTaHOBHWJIUCH
Bce OoJblie, KOO 3TO OBLT IIOK.

— Ilenre 3amuTil YTHIPPKA, — C (PBIPKAIOIIMM CMEXOM OTBETHJI ITAlallika.
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Sl BBITEpIa crie3bl OarofapHOCTH H... BCIOMHMIIA 00pPsA]] ¢ APIIXaHOM. .. TaK BOT IOYEMY OH
MeHs Tak CrOKoWHO otiycTwii?! OH 3Ha! 3Haj, YTo 1 HUKOMY HE JJOCTaHyCh, MokKa... A Jlunap?!
Korna nousit on?

— Illenre, — mono3peHust 3aXBaTUIM MEHSI, — & OCTAJIbHBIE KaK Y3HAIOT?

— Mar BuauT mopra, — IeHre HadMogal 32 MHOM ¢ XUTPhIM TIPUIIypoM, — naxe JlensHou
CBET HE CMOT CHSITb.

O... HerT, He Tak. O-0-0! A-a-a! D-3-3... OMm...

— A ecnu He BUIUT? — cipocuJa £l

— I'myniblii HACJIBHUK TIOTIAJIATh B OXT, 37I0W IIEHTe YYUTh BEXKJIMBOCTH! — YBEPEHHO OTBETHII
OpK.

Sl croTkHy/Iach Ha POBHOU JOpokke. OCTaHOBWIACH, B TMOJHEHMINIEM W3YMJIEHUM ISl Ha
nanamky. .. Oco3Hasa cKka3aHHOE H...

— Ilenre — nyummii nama Ha cBete! — U 1 Opocuinach OOHUMATh BojIocaTylo men. — Camblii-
CaMblid JTy4qIIvii!

OpK XMBIKHYJI, ¥ MBI TOILTHA JaJibllle, HACIaKIasCh TETUIBIM JTHEM U TIEHUEM IITHII, ¥ BOOOIIe
MHE TaK XOpOIIO OBUIO. .. XOTEJIOCh METh YTO-TO BECeJIoe, HO He IaBaJl MHE TTOKOs 3TOT BOMPOC:

— Illenre, ckaxu YThIppKe, KaK MPOUCXOAUT 0Opsin?

OpK MoxaJ 1ieyamMu, 4TO BBIIVISAEIO BHYIIUTEIbHO, YUUTHIBASI €10 radapyThl, U OTBETHII:

— YTeippKka u Pxapre gymats, meHre oio0psith, — U, (hpIpKasi, paccMestics. — YyTb-4yTh MEHSTh
TPAUIINN.

41 B 1I0Ke, MpUYEeM B CaMOM PaIOCTHOM €ro MpOsiBJICHUH !

— Illenre, — 51 1a)e Havasla paJOCTHO MOANPHITMBATh, — TAK KOTAa 3T0 OyaeT?

Bor TyT mieHre pe3ko OCTaHOBHMIICSI, BHUMATEJIHHO TIOCMOTPEN Ha MEHSI ¥ TIPOpbIYall:

— Koraa Yteippka Oynet roroBa! Panbie — vet! Korga rirynslii YThIppKa MOHATH, YEro XOTeTh !
Koraa YTeippka BeIOpath Myxka cama!

— YTpippKa He Moruia BeIOpaTh. Kecapb paBuTh, YThIppKa HOMYUHUTLCS. Bostbiast OTBeTCTBEH-
HOCTb, IIIEHTe, OYEHDb OOJIbIIIAs.

— OTBETCTBEHHOCTh YTHIPPKH BO3bMET IIeHTe. JIesTHOW CBET CMIIbHBIN Mar, HO 3eMJIsi OOJIbIIe
cuiibl umeeT. OH 3HaerT.

A 5 BOT He 3HaJja... I0caJHO. A Tamna Bce 3Haer.

— Ilenre camplil yMHBII Nana Ha cBeTe! — He CKpbIBasi BOCTOPra, ckazaja .

— MynpocTs NpUXOAUT C TOAAMH, — OTBETUJI OPK, ¥ MBI TTOLIUTH JAJIbIIIe TIO TPOIIMHKE.

S1 HareBaa YTo-TO CyMacOpOTHOE M Tphirajia, Kak peOeHOK, a IIeHTe XUTPO YJbIOAICS U Jiep-
’KaJl MeHs 3a pyKy... M 51 ObUta cuacT/ivBa Kak HUKOTA B )KU3HU, TOHUMAs1, YTO, KaKyI0 Obl [TTyTIOCTb
HU COBEPIINJI peOSHOK, YMHBIH Tana Bce UCIPABHT. .. MO CaMblil HACTOSIIIMY Tara.

k% %k

OrpomHOe OBaJIbHOE MpayHOe ITOMEIIEHUEe, C TEMHO-KOPHYHEBBIMH 3aHABECSIMU HA BBICOKHX
OKHax, MOJIOM, YCTJIAaHHBIM OarpoBO-KpPacHBIMH KOBPAaMH, CTOJIOM U3 KPacHOTO JIepeBa M YHBUIBIM
KaObuHeTOM MUHUCTPOB [Tpaiiasl.

3aceiaHus coBeTa MUHUCTPOB B AJtbsice [Tpaiiibl v paHee ObLIH MOJHBI. . . BECEILIX MOMEHTOB,
HO Terepb, KOIJia BO IVIaBe BOcceaaa s, BOBCe CTaiio Becesio. CHsi 3a CTOJIOM MpeJice/iaTeisi coBeTa,
sl HBUIO BHICTyIIIMBaJIa B30emeHHoro aiicupa Wnepw. . .

S yxe Henenmo Kak cama ceOst Ha3HavMIIa Ha IAaHHBIH IOCT, 2 OH BCE HUKaK He yroMoHuTcst. [pu-
BOJIOK YIMY TPaKTaTOB, B KOTOPBIX OTBICKAJI CTPOKY «ITpeJice/iaTelib COBETa 00sI3aH», U Ha OCHOBA-
HHU 3TOTO MBITACTCS JIOKA3aTh, YTO JOJDKHOCTD MpeCejaTest HCKITIOUMTEIbHO MYKCKast. A sl yHBUIO
CMOTPIO Ha HEro W AyMaio 0 TOM, Kak e CHJIbHO MHe He xBaraeT [luHapa... OH Obl ceiiyac gocran
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HOX, IOTpeOoBas y Viepu npeabsiBUTh MeYeHb, U JIOpHEl] ONaBUIICS Obl COOCTBEHHOM SIJIOBUTOM
CJTIOHOM . .. XOTs JIMYHO 51 HE OTKa3aach Obl U JIUIIE3PETh €r0 MeUeHb.

JIOBJTIO TTONTHBIN COUYBCTBUS B3IJISII MUHUCTPA (DMHAHCOB U HEBOJIBHO YJIBIOAIOCh €My B OTBET.
MunucrepcrB B [lpaiife nsth: (PMHAHCOB, BOSHHBIX [IeJI, BHEITHE! MOJMTUKH, TOPTOBIH H... Oe3-
onacHoctd. Ccepbl MUHUCTEPCTB TOPrOBJIM U (PMHAHCOB IEPECEKAIOTCS, BBI3bIBASI MOCTOSHHBIC
CIIOpBI, TIOCEMY 51 BOOOIIE TUIAHMPOBAJIA UX COBMECTUTb, HO 3TO B OyIyIleM... JHS 4epe3 TpH...
A Nnepu nponosxa:

— ...Bepx 6e3ymusi! — nopuen, Kak u Bceraa, ObUl MPOTHB.

— A 3TO yX MHE peliaTh, — MEJaHXOJIMYHO CJIEXKY 32 Pa3BUTHEM COOBITHI.

— Ho no3Bosbre, — Havan aiicup Miepu.

— He no3Bomo, — pemmsia non3aeBarses .

— Ho... Bl u3aeBaerech?! — oco3nai Unepwu.

— MoxHo cka3atb U Tak, — s mpoOeskaiia B3IJISIOM IO CTOIKE TOKYMEHTOB.

CripaBa Jiexxanu ofoOpeHHbIe aliCHpPOM, cJieBa Te, UYTO OH MOCYHUTANT OpeioM. .. OpeioBasi marnka
OKazaJsiach pasza B yeThipe OoJbliie onoOpeHHON. M Bce Obl HMUEro, HO U s He MEPBbIi JeHb KUBY, U
BCE MHOIO MTPEJIOKeHHOE MMEJIO TIoJ] COOO0M MPOBEPKY B TEUEHUE ISITH JIET Ha Tepputopu OUTIOHA.

— Xopo1110, — 51 MOCTapajiach 3aCTaBUTh Ce0s1 BBICIYIIATh €r0 MPEAIOKEeH s, — YTO UMEHHO Bac
HE YCTpaWBaeT B... — B3sUIa MEPBbIid JOKYMEHT U3 MalKW, — BO BHECCHUH N3MEHEHUIA B 3eMJIe/IeTb-
YeCKOe 3aKOHO/ATEIbCTBO?

S1 BoOOIIIE MBITANIaCh OBITH MUJION, HO... HE POCTUJI OH MHE TOT (DaKT, 4TO 3aceqasa s celvac
Ha ero 3aKOHHOM MecTe. .. 0e3 pa3pelieHus Kecapsi, KOTOpbIi BOOOIIIe HeJeTio poriaial HEeM3BECTHO
rae. OHako, HECMOTPSI HA OTCYTCTBHE CYIpyra, moprtai B Jlajiapuio y MeHsl Bce paBHO HE OTKPbI-
BaJICH. ..

— D10 O6pen cymaciieamiei aeBuipl! — measics Miepu. — Bol pasrpabute kazny!

Sl TsIKENO B3IOXHYIIA. .. TIOTOM €I1Ie pa3, IIOTOM MOMBITAIACh OOBSICHUTH CBOIO TTO3UIIHIO:

— Aijicup Unepwu, 51 Bce ke CUMTAIO, YTO JIaTh KPECThSHAM IISATh JIET OE3HAIIONOBOrO BECHUS
XO3SICTBA TP YCJIOBUM, YTO OHM HAYHYT PACIIAIIKY IMyCTYIONIMX 3eMellb B YCThe peku Bepna, 310
nenecoodpaszHo. Ceiluac HUKTO M3 3eMJIE/IEIbLIEB HE PUCKYET BKJIQAbIBaTh JEHBIU B JAHHBIC TEPpPH-
TOpHH, U J1a, BpeMeHHo [Ipaiiia He OyleT Momyyarh BbIILUIATH HAJIOTOB OT JIAHHOW HUYTOXHOU YacTh
KPECTbsIH, HO Uepe3 IATh JIeT HAIllM 3aTPaThl MHOTOKPATHO OKYIIAT CeOs . . .

—Yepes nisith siet, — Mnepu HarHyJsIcsi KO MHE, UTHOPUPYSI OTKPHITOE BO3MYILEHHE MUHUCTPOB, —
TeOs1 371ech He Oy/IeT, yThIpKa COTuTBas!

Moe no6ponyiHoe HACTpOeHHEe WCHAapUiIoch MTHOBEHHO. $1 MeijIeHHO MOoAHsIa TOJIOBY,
MOCMOTPEB B I71a3a OOHAIJIEBIIIETO aliCUpa, U... JJACKOBO YJILIOHY/IACH.

A mHue nonpasuiicst 3¢eKT, 1 ero modieTHeBIIast poXa TOXKe.

— Yepes nsATh AHEH, — 51 BCE ellle JIACKOBO YJIbI0aiach, — Bbl OyeTe BO3MIIABISATh OJHO U3 Kpe-
CThSIHCKMX CEMEWCTB, CTPEMSIIUXCSI OCBOUTH HOBBIE TEPPUTOPHH !

Bce 3amepnu! 4 u cama Oblia B y’kace OT CKa3aHHOTO. .. 9TO JI0 KaKOH ke CTEeTICHH 51 IOHU3UIIA
moOuMIIa Kecaps... ¥ 4TO MHe 3a 3T0 Oyaet?

Aiicup Unepu B mune nusmenusics. He Oyap y Hero coopaHsl BOJIOCH, SIBHO Obl 3aIIIEBEITHIIHCH
OT yXkaca u sIPOCTH. ..

— 41 nm4HO omoBeIy UMIIepaTopa, YTo €ro... CyNpyra CIUIIKOM MHOTO O cebe Bo3oMHuMIa! —
npomuresn Mnepy u BbuieTeN U3 3aj1a COBETa.

MUHHCTpPBI IOCMOTPENIM HA MEHSI C COYYBCTBUEM — OHH, YMY/PEHHbIE )KU3HEHHBIM OITHITOM,
MeHsI JIIOOWSIH. .. TpudYeM AaBHO. MuHHCTp (puHaHCOB ['Bepa 1 BOBce ObT MOMM YUHUTENIEM TI0 KO-
HOMUKE KaX[bli pa3, Kak s Clofja paHee Mpue3xaa.

— IMoxanyi, — 51 ycTasao NOAHSIIACh, — TIOMAY. .. IOTOBOPIO C CYNPYTOM. .. €CJIA Hauy.

MeHs1 TpoOBOXaJIM MOTYa, HO MEHsI He paJIoBaIO JJake OTKPOBEHHOE COUYBCTBHE MUHHUCTPOB. . .
Bpliins Ha 1BOp, s MEIUICHHO, KaK OCYXJEHHbII Ha Ka3Hb, TOC/IEI0BANA 32 TOPIEIMBO MIECTBYIOIIM
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Wnepu... U uro ceituac Oyner? Hy, B KpaitHeM citydae cOery K IeHre, HO U Maroyky MOJICTaBIsATh
HE X0ueTcsi, 0COOEHHO TaM, IJie caMa BUHOBAaTa. DTO HAJO ke ObLJIO I0yMaThCs CKa3aTh Takoe!

Sl BBHIIITA BO JBOP CJIEOM 32 JIOPHHLIEM, U MHE BJIPYT CTaJI0O OY€Hb MHTEPECHO, a rae Mnepu
OyzmeT kecaps uckarb? [Toka s 00 3TOM Aymasia, alicMp HANpaBWICSA K BBICOKOW KOHYCOOOpa3HOM
OamHe. XM, a 51 He 3HaJIa, IJe CyNpyr BpeMs IPOBOIUT, 1a U HE MHTEPECOBAIACH ITUM, €CIT TOBO-
pUTh OTKpOBEeHHO. M 1axe He xenayia MHTEpecoBaThes. .. Ha paccBere s mepeHOCHIACh K IIEHTe, U
OH yYMJI MEHSI Maruu. A Korja cojHIie OblJIO B 3¢HUTE, BO3BpAIaiach U Besla rOCy1apCTBEHHbIE Jefia
[Mpaiigpl... gen ObUI0 MHOTO. YKMHAIA ¢ IPUIBOPHBIMU B OOIIEM 3aJie, a Kecaph TaM U pPaHbIle He
HOSIBJISICA, HY a TMOCJIe TPOCITYIIUBAHKS JOCYXKUX CIUIETEH, KOMX ObLIO HEMAJIO, s OTIPABJISIACh
criath. .. 0e3 Kecapsi, ¥ caM OH He ipuxoaut. U Tak Bce ucTekime THA. B oO1iem, MeHs Takasi ceMeii-
Hasl KU3Hb BIIOJIHE YCTparBaia, U Jaxe OoJiee YeM ycTpauBasia, HO TYT, KaK U BCeraa, BCe UCTIOPTHIT
Nnepu.

Kabuner Benvkoro npaeutens AnbsiHca [Ipaiinpl pacnionarayicsi B OaiiHe, B 3aaHOM KpbUIe
ABOPIIA, TOCEMY TIO IBOPY MpoiTH ObUT0 ynoOHee. Vinepu BOeka B OAIHIO IEPBBIM, s TOTAITUIIACH
caenom. Bomuia, yHBIIO B3IIISIHYIIA HA JIECTHUILY, HO JIeJIaTh ObUIO Heuero. I ie-To Ha COTOH CTyrneHbKe
Hayasa 3a/IbIXaThCsl U YK€ TOJIBKO CIIbIIaja Jajiekoe OypuaHue aiicupa, HO, B OOIIEM. .. Talluiach
caegom. O6uano! X0Ts OIKHA PU3HATH, Y Kecapst BeChbMa yJaYHOE pacloiokeHre KaOMHeTa — 9/1aK
MOO0H MPOCUTENb U3OXHET Ha CepeIHE TyTH WK O MPockOe 3a0yaeT. .. DX, BBITHpas TMOT €O JI0a,
ULy JaJIbllie.

Jlo Bepxa 0CTaBajioCch CTyIEHEK MSTHIECAT, KOIJa CHJI OJHUMAThCS yKe He ObUIO, U 5 YCTAJIO
npucesia Ha TIOJOKOHHUK OJIHOTO M3 HeOOJNBIIMX OAIleHHBIX OKOIIEK... 5 Bce MOHUMAI, HO... He
*eJtast Obl MOM CynpyT HAXOAUThCs MOOIMxKe K 3emuie?! J[pIxaHue BIPBIBAJIOCH YKE CO CBUCTOM. .. J1a,
HE MPUCTIOCOOJIeHA 51 K TAKUM JIECTHUIAM.

Hagepxy pazaacsi OCTOpPOXHBIN CTYK B IBEPb, €€ e, Cy/Isl TI0 CKPHITY, U OTKPBLIHU, TIOCTIE Yero
MOCJIBIIIAUCH YCTANIBIH FOJIOC Kecapsi U MOJTHBIN paBeIHOro rHeBa riac Uinepu. . . Bee, kaketcs mopa
Oexarb BO JIBOPHK U OTKPBIBATH TIOPTAI K IIICHTE. . .

[onoc opuiiiia HapacTal Kak CHeXHBI KOM B TOpax, IPO3siCh CHECTU MEH;sI JIABUHOW MPavHbIX
SMUTETOB, HO TYT... Kecapb CKa3aJl BCEro OIHO MPEJIOKEHUE, OJHAKO 51 €r0 OTYETIIMBO PACCIIbIIIANIA:

— Ilycth 3a0aBnsieTcs. .. MEHbIIE K OpKam OyaeT Oeratb.

Wrnepu He cnasicst, HO TOBOPWJI Tereph B pas3bl THIIIE W, BUIUMO, Mepelies K apryMeHTaM |
Pa3yMHBIM JOBOZIaM.

—I'ne ona? — a rosioc y Kecapsi COBCeM yCTaJIbI.

— Wper cnepom. .. — ropno orBetut Unepu. . .

W s ycrblinaia TOpOIUIMBBIC IIArH.

V3uHars Obl, ybn?

Okazanock, KO MHE COOCTBEHHOM TEPCOHOM CITYCKAETCS CYTIPYT. ..

— OH cam BHHOBAT, — HayaJia TOCIEITHO SIOeIHNYATh s, — OH MeHsI BOOOIe OCKOPOWI IMPH-
JOJHO. . .

Kecapb octaHOBWIICS, HAUQI UATH MEJICHHEe, HO BCE JKe LIEJICHATPABJICHHO CITyCKAJICS KO MHE.
A BOT BMECTO THEBHOTO «$ yObI0 TeOs1!» TOCIIBIIIAIOCH:

— Bcranp, npocTbiHenb !

1 ObuTa MOpakeHa HACTOJIBKO, UTO JIaKe HE HIeBEJIbHYIACD. . .

Kak 3aBopoxeHHasi cMOTpeJia B €ro CBepKalole 171a3a u... ¥ MpoaoKaia CUieTb. . .

— Karpnona, — kecapsb rogiores coBceM OJM3KO, B3sUT 32 IPEAIUIeYbe M MPAKTHUECKH caM TOJI-
HSUI, — YTO TAKOTO HETOHSTHOTO sI CKa3aJl, YTO Thl U HE MOyMaJia BHITIOJIHUTS?

Jla kak Obl... MbIcJIel BooOIIe He ObLIIO, BOT U He noaymaa... OX, OH e MBICTH TO JIA YyB-
CTBYET, TO JIA YUTAET. ..

— Bropoe, — BeXJIMBO MOSICHUAI Kecaph.

29



E. 3Be3nnas. «Urpyika ummneparopa»

Kak Beceno Tyt xkuth... Tak Becesno, 4TO €XeIHEBHO PACTET JKEJAHUE TOWTH U TTOKOPMHUTh
PHIOOK Ha JiHE 03epa. ..

— He nyuimnas vaesi, — OH yJIBIOHYJICS.

370 A3, ero eile He JOKOIAM JI0 HYyXKHOU r1yOuHs!. .. O yem s nymaio?!

— Bonpoc, — He caepkanach s, — B CIIAJIbHE. . . TIOCJIE CBabOBI BBl TOXKE BCE MPOYUTAIIN ?

— IIpo Benoro [lyxa 610 3a0aBHO, — Kecaph MPOAOIKAN 3aralodYHO YIIIOAThCS, — U TIPEATIO-
JIO’KEHHE TIPO UCITUTHE KPOBU Takke. [Ipo mepByio OpauHyio HOUb C PIKUM — HE BIEYATIHJIO.

Sl mokpacHerna, ycTaso mocMoTpesia Ha JIECTHUILY, ITOyMaJa, 4To elle M CIyCK 0OpaTHO Tpel-
CTOMT.

— Ha Oynymee, — kecapb B3sU1 MOIO JIQ/IOHb, OLlaparnaj KOJbIIOM U TO3BOJIMJ KaIuisiM KPOBU
yIacTh Ha CTYNEHHU, — 7S TeX, KOMY $1 TIO3BOJISIO, IyTh B ECATh pa3 Kopoue.

Coo0mIu1 MO. .. CYNpyT U IPUTSAHYJI IIOPAaHEHHYIO JIAOHb K TyOaM.

Tonbko He Aymarth... HA O YeM ceilvac He Jymarh... Ho MpUATHO, TYT He MOCHOPHUIIIb... U
ryObl HeXXHBIE TaKHUe. .. €M Obl elle He OCMaTPUBAaJl C TAKUM HCCIIEIOBATEIbCKUM BUIIOM. .. U HE
yJbIOaIC. . .

— Tol HeBO3MOXHA! — cMesich, 3amMeTr Kecapb. — Ho ouapoBatesnbHa!

OcTOpOsKHO 3a0MPaI0 CBOIO JIAIOHB U IYMAIO. . . UCKJIIYHUTENBHO 0 Kpacotax ['otmupa... o ['oT-
MUpE, a He O pbiKeM. .. HeBOIbHO BCHOMHUJIMCH MYPaBbU. . . TaK, 51 HE O TOM Aymaio. .. M Ham mote-
JIy# B TOH TPS3HOM TaBEPHE. . . U TETUIO €T0 PyK, Koraa OOHUMaJI, H. .. HeBOJIbHO BCHOMHMIICS TOLETTY
C ApIIIXaHOM Ha TIOJIsSIHE, KOT/la Mbl OKUBIJIM CTpaXHUKOB. O yem 51 qymaio, a?! A BOT MHTEPECHO,
KTO U3 HUX LIeJTyeTcs Jiydle?

— Pazperry TBOM cOMHEHUSs1, — BHE3AITHO MPOILENTAN KECaphb H. ..

Caepkarolye 1a3a OKa3aiuch COBCEM OJIIM3KO, a €ro T'yObl... HAKPbUIA MOU. .. DTO ObLIO TaK
CTPaHHO, HEOXHIAHHO. .. BOJIHYIOIIE. .. 1 ero mpukoCHOBEHWUSI. .. JIETKKE, APa3HSIIUe, BHIHYKIAI0-
e MPUOTKPHITh T'yObl, YTOOBI B TY € CEKyHJy 3THM BOCIIOJB30BaThCs, M TO, UYTO OH JEJall. ..
4l mocraHbiBasa, yxe Korjaa Kecapb UTPUBO JIACKAJ MOM I'yObl, HO, €/1Ba IPOHUK IITyOXe, CMEIInBast
MoOe JIBIXaHHE CO CBOMM, MO CTOH OTPa3uJICs OT CTEH, UCUe3asi 9XOM B IIepexofax. ..

W Bce npekparuiocs.

S1, 0OMKEeHHO ¥ BO3MYIIIEHHO IMPOCTOHAB, MOTSHYJIACh 32 HOBOU MOPIIMEH BEChbMa JTIOOOMBITHBIX
OIIYIIEHUH, HO, BUAUMO, KECaph PEIIuI, YTO CIAJIeHbKOTO Ha CErofiHs JOCTATOYHO.

— VIMeHHO, — IOATBEPAMIT OH MOIO JIOTAJIKY.

Tskeno B3OXHYJA, OTKPbUIA I71a3a U 3aMeTHJIa:

— Berka nepBeHcTBa Balia 1o Mpasy, HO... JIOJDKHA 3aMETUTh, YTO OCTAIbHBIE MTPETEH/ICHTHI
MPOSIBIISIA OOJIBIIE. .. YCePAUs. A OIBIT BIIOJHE MOKHO 3aMEHUTh SHTY3Ua3MOM.

Bot! Ckazana! [Ipuuem ckazana To, 4to gymaio!

— 4 3ameru.

[Non ero HaCMENUIMBBIM B3IJIS,IOM MIHOBEHHO OTCTYIHJIA OOPAaTHO K OKHY, OOMKEHHO TIOMH-
TepecoBasach:

—4... mory uatu?

— He nepixy, — kecapb BHOBb CTaJl HEMHOTOCJIOBHBIM.

KuBHyB, 51 Hauana cryckarbCsi, HO OCTAHOBMJIACH YK€ HA TPEThEH CTyNeHbKe U, He 000paYnBa-
sICh, IOMHTEPECOBAJIACH:

— A Unepn?

Tuxuii cMex U CIIOKOMHOE:

— Ero npekpacHas ’eHa JaBHO keJiajia MeCTO MOCIOKOHee. .. Moe# noctenu. [Tpupona HeoO-
pabOTaHHBIX 3eMeJTb MPUIETCS €H MO BKYCY.

S ve ocabimanack?! OH nogaepxain moe perienue? A Touno sto cabimana?! [loBeputs He Mory.

— [Touemy? — MOMOOONIBITCTBOBAJT KECaph.
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Pa3BepHyBIIMCH, 51 TOCMOTpETIa HA CBOETO MYKa, KOTOPBII BOJBIOTHO YCTPOUJICS Ha CTYTIEHbKE
Y COBCEM HE MEPEKUBAJl, YTO MOXKET IPOCTHITh.

— He mory, — ynpi0asich, OTBETHI BeJMKHIA Apas/ieH.

— IlpocThITh? — yTOUHMIA £1.

— Ja.

Cyns 1o XuTpoil ycMelIKe, Halll AUajaor B HECKOJIBKO HETOIXOASIEM MECTe €ro HUYyTh He
cMmyIai, Oosee TOro, sIBHO paaoBasl. S HaOpaiach CMENOCTH U yke coOupasiach CIIPOCUTh, HO OH
OIEPENIT MEHS:

— Moe rocygapcTBo B TBOEM MOJTHOM PACIIOPSIKEHUM.

Oro! To ectp Bce rocynapcTBo, U J1axke MEpecTaHOBKM B IPABUTEJILCTBEHHOM anmapare, 1
PEMOHT BO JBOpIIE, U...

— W Bce, 4TO MoKesIaeb.

OH mMPOKO YIBIOHYIICS, U S TOJIBKO ceivyac 3aMeThIa, YTO HEKOTOpbIE U3 3yOOB y MMITIepaTopa
Oosiee OCTpbIe. .. 3TO KOTOPbIE KJIBIKUA — U BEPXHUE U HIKHUE. .. OH. ..

— 41 Ceetiblit, — Kecapb MPOJOJIKAT C YIBIOKOH CMOTPETh Ha MEHS, — JUIap.

Kro? JlensiHoil cBET — 3TO 371eMEHTaIIb WM. ..

— Wim, — cyas 1o yxMbLJIKe, ero 3To BechbMa 3a0aBisiio. — Bee eme cunraenib, YTo MHE Topa
K 3eMJIe IPUBBIKATH?

3aroMHuII. ..

— Takoe c0XkHO 3a0bITh, — BEJIMKUI MOAHSIICS, — YTOOBI CIYCTUTBCS ObICTpEe, MPUKOCHUCH
JIAJIOHBIO K cTeHe. Marusi KpoBU COKpATHT MyTh J71s1 TeOsl.

Ho y mMeHst ObL1 e1ie OMuH BOMPOC, KOTOPBIN s OUeHb XOTesa 33JaTh, U Celyac. .. MOXeT, OISITh
cam otBeTUT? CTOUT, MOTYUT U YABIOAETCS. .. BOT CBO. .. XOPOILIMIA Kecapb.

Paccmesincs, Ho mpomonmkaet cnenuTs. .. CripocuTh Uiu HeT?

— CripaivBaid, — MUJIOCTUBO Pa3peliui UMIepaTop.

— Ho BBl yxe noHsm Bonpoc? — pelimia MoyrnopcTBOBATH S.

— MHe J11000NBITHO, B KAKOM KOHTEKCTE ThI €70 33/1alllb, — KOE-KTO SIBHO N3/IeBAETCS HAZI0 MHO.

JlagHo, GynemM OTKPOBEHHBI /10 KOHIIA:

— A 3auem s BaM? — U BbINIAJIWJIa 3TO HA OIHOM JbIXaHUU.

Kecapp mMeasieHHO czienan miar v CIyCTUJICSI HA OfIHY CTYIIEHBKY, 3aTeM €elle Ha OJHY M Tak,
0K HE MOJOIIEN KO MHE... a MHE CTPAILIHO, MEKAY TPOYMM.

— He 6oiics1, — cTpaHHBIE I1a3a, Ka3aJ0Ch, HAUAJIM CBEPKATh ellle ipue, — XOTsI A0JIKEeH MPU3HATD,
Thl YAMBUTEIBHO XJIQJIHOKPOBHA TSI IBAALIATUIIETHEH eBYIIKY, KaTpriona, — mpoienTain Kecapp 1
BHOBb HauaJl CKJIOHATHCSI K MOUM TyOaMm. ...

3-3-3, xBaruT! U 5, MONOXKMB JIAIOHU HA €ro rpydb, MocTapanach MpeloTBPaTUTh OYepeJHOE
MOMYTHEHUE PacCyIKa.

— U Bce ke 3auem? — JIOOONBITCTBO BO MHE HEyOMBAaeMO, 3TO 51 JaBHO TMOHsUIa. — Bbl 3HaeTe
MeHsI Ha TIPOTSKEHUH TISITH JIET, BBl MHOTO Pa3 CKOJIb3HJIM 110 MHE PAaBHOIYIIIHBIM B3IJISIIOM, U BAPYT
CTOJIb HEO)KUJAHHOE PELIEHUE U MOJTHUEHOCHOE €0 BOIUIOLLEHUE, HO 51 HE BUKY CMBbICIIA.

ToHKHe nanblbl KOCHYJIUCh MOETO JIMLIA, CJIOBHO IBITAsACh 3aTIOMHUTH Kaxayio uepty. CBepka-
IOLIME I71a3a CMOTPENHU C 33lyMUMBON I'PYCTHIO, a 3aTEM Kecapb IPOU3HEC:

— Wnewm, pacckaxy Tede 0 BaleM Mupe.

W, B3sB MeH# 3a pyKy, [IOBEJT HaBEPX.

MBbI niponu MuUMO OJIeIHOTO U TIofaBJieHHoro Miiepy, 1 ToibKo Toraa s nepecrpocua:

— A mouemy BBI CKa3aJlu «O BalIeM» ?

— 3910 He Mo Mup, KarproHa, — He ckpbIBas Nevaiu, OTBETUJI Kecapb.
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Korpma momHsmvcy B KaOMHET UMIIEpaTopa, 5 BCe ellle pa3MBIIUIsia 00 3TOM: «ITO HEe MO
MUp», UHTEPECHO, a 4yel Torga? OTBeT npuiles cam — Moil! 9To Mol MUp ¥ MO€ TOCYJapCTBO U...
MHEe HpaBWJIOCh TpaBUTh B [Ipaiizie, CKpbIBaTh 3TO OT ceOsl caMoid ObLIO OBl IITYTIO.

Kecapb nepexBartit ¥ 3TU MbICIIH:

— MHe cnenoBasio B3sTh TeOs1 B XKEHbI paHbllie, — OH MPOITYCTHI B KAOMHET MEepBOM, — B 3TOM
clty4ae st OCBOOOIMII ObI MAaCCy BpeMeHU /s ceOsl.

3pmech ObLIO. .. HeOObIUHO. Besbie cTeHbl, cepeOpPHCTHIN TOJ, OKHA B BUJIE BOCBMHUKOHEYHBIX
3Be3/1, ¥ CBET, MPOXOISAIINIA CKBO3b HUX, HAMOJTHSIONINIA CTPAaHHOE MOMEIIIEHUE TOBEPXY. 3/1eCh XOTe-
JIOCh TIETh ¥ CMESITBCS, CJIOBHO. .. CBET IbsTHUJL.

U MHe 310 He HpaBWIOCH!

OmrynieHve yxaca, IMKOro v aHM4ecKoro, Kak Torjaa, Ha BuiliHeBom ocTpoge.

— Tw1 Ob11a Ha ocTpoBe MeiuHb?

Borpoc orpe3Bui ogHo3HauHO. [TocTapaBimch BHIOPOCUTH BCE MBICIU U3 TOJIOBBI, 51 CKOHIICH-
TPUPOBAJIACh HA HAcTosieM. Vl BHOBb MCIyrajach CBOMX OIIyIIeHHA. 31ech Oblia cMepTh. MHOrO-
KparHasi, MHOTOJIETHsIs1, TOANUThIBaeMasi KPOBbIO CMEPTh!

[ar Ha3a — u 51 Oy THIIA CITUHOM Kecapsi. .. OH perpaaus ImyTh, a 51 XoTesa coexarb 1 OOJbIle
HUKOT/a HE BUJIETh 3TON HAIIOJTHEHHOUN CTPaHHBIM CBETOM KOMHATHI... C OBaJIbHBIM HU3KHUM cepeo-
PSIHBIM CTOJIMKOM TTOCEPEIMHE, TIie sl YyBCTBOBaJIa KpoBb! W CTONMMK 3TOT ObLT HA BOCBMH HOXKKAX, a
T0 KPalo ero MpoJieraiy KeJloOKH, 00pa3yst CTpPaHHBIN PUCYHOK. .. U s BUJIeJIa TIOJOOHBIN — B MaJleHb-
KOU KomHaTKe JlopraHbl, Ha TOM caMoM cepeOpstHoM anrtape! U yxke He oCTaJoCch COMHEHHM, YTO
Kecapb ObLT TPUYACTEH K KOJI0BCTBY Benepen!

— Ornycrrte MeHs1, — B3MOJIWJIACh $1, — MPOIITY Bac. ..

— Karpuona, — HexHble JIaJJOHU C JUTMHHBIMY MAJIBLIAMHM JIETJIM HA TUIEYH, — YTO TeOs myraer?

BbI... 1 KpoBb! 311€Ch YHCTO M CBETJIO, YAMBUTEIBLHO, 3aBOPAKUBAIOIIE MPEKPACHO, HO 51 UyB-
ctByo... KpoBb! Cmepth! Boss! Mue mioxo. ..

— Ornycrute MeHs1! — MOU KPUK CTaJl X PUIIOM.

PasBepHyB siiom K cebe, Kecapb MPHUCTATBHO BIVISIIBIBAICS B MOM WCIyTaHHbBIE IJ1a3a, OH
CJIOBHO YMTAJ MEHsI, KaK KHUTY, ¥ YBEPEHHO MPOU3HEC:

— 41 He mpuumHIO TeOe Bpena, Karpuona!

He Bepio!

He Bepuia ¢ Toro MoMeHTa, Kak OH MPOU3HEC 3TH KyTKUe ciioBa: «Cornacurech Jid Bbl CTaTh
MO€EH JKeHOM ?», 3Has, 4TO 1 HUKOIIA HE ITOCMEI0 OTBETUTH OTKA30M !

— KarpuoHa. ..

ITpocro ornycrute MeHs ceituac... MHe 311ech 110X0!

Kecapb npoHUYHO YIIBIOHYJICS, €10 IJIa3a CBEPKAIH, KaK U BCE B 9TOM CTPaHHOM IOMEIIEHNH, &
B CJIe/Iylolllee MTHOBEHHUE s ObliIa OAXBaueHa CUIIbHBIMU PYKaMH, ¥ CYTPYT OTHEC MEHsI K TUChMEH-
HOMY CTOJIy Y OKHa, CeJl Ha KpecJyIo, ycaJui K cebe Ha KOJIeH! |, Tiepedupasi MajibliaMi MO BOJIOCHI,
YIIBIOAsICh, IPOU3HEC:

— 3abaBHO, HO TOJIBKO CeWYac s HAYMHAIO TIOHUMATh, ITOYeMy Jepkajl TeOsi Ha pacCTOSTHUU
CTOJIBKO JIET.

Bce eme nposxa ot yxkaca, ¢ yauBJIeHHEM MpocieanIa 3a TeM, Kak Macka XOJOIHON 0TIk IeH-
HOCTH Ha JIWLIE Kecapsl CMEHWJIaCh KAKMM-TO MeuTaTeIbHBIM BhIpakeHueM. M o uem Mbl ceifuac Meu-
TaeM, UHTEepecHO?! YUUTHIBas MPUCTPACTUS UMIIEPATOPa, IBHO O MOEH MyUUTEIbHON CMEpTH.

— Her, e yragana, — oH paccmesiicsi, 4yTh OTKMHYB T'OJIOBY Ha3al, 3aTeM MOMHTEPECOBAJICS: —
Heyxenu 51 HacTonbKo crparieH, Karpuona?

— A BBl B 3TOM COMHeBaeTech?! — BO3MYIIIEHHO TTOMHTEPECOBAIACh 5, OTKPOBEHHO T'OBOPA,
HaryraHHasi STUM CMEXOM.

[Tpocto HUKOTIa paHee He AOMyCKas MOAOOHOTO MPOSIBJICHU S SMOIHMI HAIll )KECTOKUI TOBEJTH-
TeJb. S1 ¥ cMeX ero BrepBbie YCIIbIINAa B HAITY TEPBYIO OpayHyl0 HOUb.
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Ero ynpiOKka crana oueHb 3araJOuHOM, TOCJE Yero, MPHUCTAIBLHO IS Ha MEHs, Kecapb
HACMEIIUTUBO TIPOU3HEC:

— D10 JUIIb CTpax, ucrmyranHasi Mosi. OH npoiner. U Torna Tel cymeenb yBUAETh BO MHE HEUTO
OoJblIIee, YeM CBOErO KECTOKOTO U BJIACTHOTO TIOBEJIUTEJISI.

— CBoero 04eHb-0ueHb KECTOKOIo cynpyra? — Mpeanosoxuia s.

YcMexHyBIIKCh, KECApb OTBETHUIL:

— Myxuuny.

D10 K yemy ObUIO cKazaHo? f, MeXIy MPOvYMM, U cervac Aaxe MBICIU He JOMYCKalo, YTO OH
JKEHIHA !

XOXOT Kecapsi HOBTOPHO TMOTPSIC CBOJIBI JAHHOTO HEMAJICHBKOTO TOMeIIeHHsl. BexnBo mpo-
MOJTJasa, 9yBCTBYs ceOs1 KpaitHe HeKOM(pOPTHO.

— Karpmona. .. — 3arajo4Ho MpoTsiHyJI YTOMOHUBILIUICS CYTIPYT, — Thl HEBBIHOCUMA.

«MeHs1 HOCUTh U He HYKHO, MEHSI JKeJIaTeJIbHO MTPOCTO OTITYCTUTD, U 51 caMa Yy !»

Bcenyx s, KOHEYHO, HUUEro He CKa3ajia, HO TYT ke BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO Kecapio BCIyX M He HaJo,
OH M TaK BCE CIIBIIINUT.

— Bbl coOupanich MHE YTO-TO paccKas3arh, — HATIOMHWJIA 51, OYeHb HEYIOTHO OIyIas ceods,
COOCTBEHHO, Ha BEHIIGHOCHOM CYTIpYTe.

Kecapb KuBHY, ycTpeMuB B30p KyAa-TO BIaJIb, CIOBHO CMOTpPEJ CKBO3b CTEHBI, I TPOU3HEC:

— B cBoei#i CcToJb AJTMHHOM 0 BaIllUM MEPKaM >KU3HHM s JTIOOWII JIUIIb pas. ..

VuBIEHHO B3UPAIO Ha CYNPYTa, U KAK-TO COBEPIIEHHO CITy4YaiiHO BCIIOMHMIIMCH clioBa JluHapa:
«YTBIpKa, TeOe OOJIbIIIe HEe C KeM 0OCYIUTh 3TH po30Bbie corutn?1» KakeTcs, Kecapio UX Toxe 00Cyxk-
JaTh HE C KeM. .. BOT U JKEHUJICS.

Nmmnepatop ynbIOHyCS, CBEPKHYB KJIBIKAMU, U TIPOIOIIKILT:

— OHa Tak He MoXoka Ha TeOs. .. DM — MpeKpacHenas U3 CBETIbIX. .. Dua... B ee mazax
OTpaXkagoch HeOO... DIU3... KOIa OHA CMesIach, MUP CMesiICsl BMeCTe C Hewt! Dua... IeBOUKa,
KOTOpasi OT POXKJEHUs NMpPUHAAJIekada JAPYroMy... — M Ha KPacMBOM JIMIIE BHOBb CKENITHUYECKas
YXMBUTKA. — B cpaBHeHUM ¢ Hell — Tl YpoIIiBa 10 6e300pa3usi.

He comueBasnach naxe! 51 B cpaBHEHUU CO MHOTMMH YPOIJIMBA 10 Oe300pa3usi, 1 HUYETO, KUBY
kak-To! Ilporngeraio naxe... BpemeHaMmu. Korya 3aMysk He BBIXOXY.

Nmmnepatop paccMestyicss, HECCOMHEHHO, CUMTAB U 9T MBICIIU, TIPUKOCHYJICS K MOUM BOJIOCaM,
MIPOITYCTUIT YEPHYIO MPSIIb MEXAY MaTBLIAMH U 32 [yMYHUBO ITPOU3HEC:

— B te6e cronpko xku3HeHHOW cvitbl, Kapu. 3Haelb, — ero najblibl HECTIEIITHO IePeMECTHIIICh
Ha MO JIUIIO, HaYaJl OCTOPOXKHO OOPUCOBBIBATh TYObl, — IIIsAsl HA TeOsl, S HAUMHAT YyBCTBOBAThH
ce0st uHave... U 51 Tak 0Jro He MOT OCO3HATh TMOUYEMY.

HepBHo criioTHYB, 51 IOMHTEpECOBAJIACH:

— Bam 15 nonnmanus 51 oosi3atesibHO HyxHa? Vi MHe yxe MoxHO uatu? Jlen MHOro, 3HaeTe
!

Kecapb BHOBb paccmesiicsi, B3SIB MOIO PYKY, IOAHEC K T'yOam, JIACKOBO TIOIIEIOBAJ BCe elle
ApOXalue NaJburKH U IPOU3HEC:

— TeGe ne HyxHa marusi, Karpuona, Tede ¢ TMXBOH XBaTaeT yopcTBa B CTPEMJICHUH JOCTHYb
1enau. DTa KU3HEHHAs CUJIa TMYJIbCHpYeT B TeOe C POKASHHUS, U Thl KaK camMa KU3Hb — sIpKasi, BOCXH-
THUTENIbHAS, CTPACTHASI, U3MEHUYMBAs, YIOpHAs, HEMIOCTMKMUMAs U TIOHSITHAsI, TpU3eMJIeHHast U BO3-
BBIIIIEHHAS1, CUJIbHASI ¥ CJ1a0ast, JOTMYHAS ¥ HEIOTUYHAsI OMHOBPEMEHHO. M 3TO IpUTArnBaeT, HesKHast
Mos1. Be3yMHO, GeckOHEUHO, Heyaep:KUMO. Terepb MOHMUMAaeIllb, AJIs1 4Yero Hy)KHa MHe?

A Bce nonumana. Kpacuseie cioBa, HO cyTh Ta ke, 4yro Beipaswi U Ta Ilepp. Ilogymana u
MIPOM3HECIA, HEe CKPbIBAsI HACMEIIIKY HaJl CUTYyaIUeH:

— INonpoOyio MpeArnoIokUTh: XOJOAHBI pacyeT U BOZMOKHOCTbh UMETh TOTOMCTBO C Marvei
B KpOBH?

Benmukuiit ApasneH yauBiIeHHO IIOCMOTpEN Ha MEHS U, CJIOBHO Pa3MBIIILISAST BCITYX:
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— Jletn? MeHblue Bcero 51 Aymall o AeTsX... XOTd... MHe HpaBuTcs 31a uaes. He ceituac u He
B 9TOM MHpE, HO, He)KHAasl MOsI, ThI TTOIAPHIIIL MHE HAIlle MPOIOIKEHHE.

Ha veyxem?! MeHst Obl KTO CIIPOCHJI, XKeJIalo JIM sl pOKaTh Ballle MpoaoiKeHue !

— A 3auem? — oH paccmesiics. — Kakoit B atom cmbici, Karpuona? Toe kenaHue Ui Hexena-
HHE He UTPAeT HUKAKOH POJIH. — BemuecTBEHHBIM jKeCTOM Kecaph YKa3asl Ha CTOJIUMK MIOCPEH CBOETO
KaOWHeTa U BKPaJuMBO BOMPOCUIT: — Y3Haemb? Thl yke BUena Takoe, He Mpasaa i’

Sl B3OpoOrHyNa, M Ha ceil pa3 ckopee OT OTBpallleHus. MHOroe, CIMIIKOM MHOroe oOperaso
SICHOCTb U CTAHOBUJIOCH TIOHATHBIM. CJIUIIIKOM MHOTOE. . .

— BaOymika Benepest, — riyxo nmpousHecna ...

— Bruta mMoeit moO0BHHMIIEH, JOCTATOUHO HETUIOXOH, — Kecaph HACMEILTUBO CJISIVIT 3a BhIpaxe-
HUeM Moero Jimia. — CTepBo3Hasi 0co0a kejaja COXPaHUTh KPacoTy U MOJIOAOCTb. Sl Hayuns1 Kak.

C cogporanueM BCTIOMHHJICSI MHE MOPTPET 0a0yIIKMHOM CECTPBI, UTO CTajla YPOIOM U ymepJa
CTOJIb PaHo.

— Ha, anTapb nericTBOBa UMEHHO TaK, — IOATBEPANI Kecapb. — B nanpHeliem Benepes Bbiiiia
3aMyk, MO0OEIaB POIUTH JOYb.

— Koropyio niianrpoBaiia otaats Bam? — HECMOTPs HA MEP30CTh CUTYaLlUH, Ceifuac, Korjaa Mo3a-
MKa HavyaJla CKJIEMBAThCsA, 51 BAPYT MCTbITANIA TOT a3apT, KOTOPbIM OXBATBIBAJI, CTOUJIO PACIyTaTh Oue-
PEIHYI0 UHTPUTY MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX TPOTUBHUKOB.

— MHe HpaBUTCs TBOM HACTpoO, — moxBaymi ApasneH. — Jla, Benepest obemana MHe 10Yb. . .
HO ponuiia cbiHa. EquHcTBeHHOro. — Kecapp ycMexHysics. — A ee CbiH ApOWJIb 1aKe He MOI03pERAI,
KaK CHUJIbHO UCTIOPTHJI )KU3Hb MaTyIIIKe, B35IB B )KeHbI PUHABUA/Ib U3 pofia YUTpUMaHa, Ty, YTO OTHUM
JIMIIb CBOMM MPUCYTCTBUEM HEBOJILHO OJIOKMpOBasa BCIo Maruio Besepeu.

— Tam 06e cTOpOHBI OBLTH MMPOTHUB, — IIOYEMY-TO CKa3asa .

— [a, s MOMHIO... CTapyecKUM cllabOyMHUeM He CTpajalo, — MOAJe MEeHsI UMIepaTop, HaMeK-
HYB, YTO HUKTO He 3a0bIT, HUYTO He 3a0bITO. M 321yMUMBO MPOROIKUT: — JIIOOOBH TBOMX pOAUTENEH
Obl1a HeyrogHa kak Oumiiony, Tak M1 Hopnsany. Apowis 1 PuHaBuanmbs cOexan, HeCKOJIbKO Mecs-
1IEB CKPBIBAIUCH, a 110 BO3BpaleHur B ONTIOH 00HapogoBau (pakT OepeMEeHHOCTH TBOEH MaTYIIIKH.
Benepest ymonsiia MeHs1 BMemathest, U 51 puoObLT Bo aBoper Mpanu... KakoBo e ObU10 MOe yauB-
JIeHHe, KOTJja CTaJIo SICHO, YTO PUHABWA/b, €AMHCTBEHHAS U3 I0Yeper TBOETO Jie/a, 00IajaeT Maruei
KU3HU. YIUBUTEIBHOE, HEBEPOSTHOE U B TO e BPEMsI IEUAIbHOE OTKPhITHE — APOUJIb OBUT IIEPBBIM,
a s yIyCTHII Takylo skeHInuHy. Ho Bropyio oGnaiaTesibHUIly MariuecKix CoCOOHOCTEH YIycKaTh He
cobupaicsi — 310 Obuta ThI, Kar. Vike Torma st 3Han mon Oyayinero pedeHka, U MOe BMEIIaTeIbCTBO
MO3BOJIIJIO Y3aKOHUThH Opak TBOMX POAMTENICH.

[pexncraBuna cebe MaMy C KMBOTHKOM M IUIOTOSJHO B3HPAIOIIETO HA OHYIO OKPYKHOCTb
kecapsl. He Bbigepikasa — paccMmesiach... 1 MTHOBEHHO Mpekparuia cMmesTbess. He o Tom gymaro!
[TpuBBIYHO B351B ceOsl B pyKH, IOCTapasach OONbIIe HE YIBIOAThCS. .. XOTSI HApHUCOBaHHAst BOOOpaxe-
HUEM KapTHHKA OIHO3HAYHO BECENUIA. ..

— JIagHO, — fesiaio CTporoe Jiio. — Xopouo. MHe Bce OHSATHO. .. 4TO paayeT. XOTs 9TO eIMH-
CTBEHHBI! MOJIOKUTEIbHBIA MOMEHT B JIAHHOW CUTYyalluu. A Jajblie?

— Tol poauack, — Kecapb HPOHMYHO YCMEXHYJICS U IMPOBEJT MaJIbLIaMK 110 MoeMy Jmity. — Ho. ..
THI ObLIa Aajieka oT uaeana. YepHsle BOJIOCH. .. YEpHBIE I71a3a. . .

— «Kaxkas m3neBka cynpObl. Kakast ’kecTokast HaCMeIlKa!» — Mmpou3Hecsa sl ero COOCTBEHHbIS
CJIOBA, T€ CaMble, YTO YCJIbIIIaNa, BIIEpBbie YOCTOMBIIUCH BHICOYANINICH ayAUeHIIH.

— Cynpba efCTBUTENBHO MOCMesIach HaJlo MHOM... CIYCTS MSTHAIIATH JIET MOCIe TBOETO
POXIEHHSI, — HEOKUJIAHHO KECTKO TIPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP.

MeHs1 mopasui TOH, ¢ KOTOPbIM 3TO ObUIO CKa3aHO. YIMBJIEHHO MOCMOTpENa Ha CyIpyra, TOT
OTBETMJI HACMEIITMBOH YJIBIOKOU 1 TIPOIOJIKIT:

— MOJKHO CKa3aThb, 4TO 51 CHJIbHO OIIMOCS B TOT AeHb. [1o cyTH, 3TO 1 OBUIO MOUM BETUYANIIIM
MPOCYETOM, HO B pe3yJibTaTe BCE CIIOKMIIOCh HAMITYYIINM 00pa3oM. BripoyeM, 3To mpon3omuio 3Ha-
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YHUTEJBHO TIO3XKeE, a TOr/Ja s C/Iesial CTaBKy Ha BTOPYIO 104b. HeMHOro Marvu KpoBu, U poauiach Ta,
YTO B3sJ1a JIyuliee oT o0oux poautenei — Jlopuana. MneanbHas, 6esloKypast v 3eJieHorasas. .. Ho, —
Kecapb YCMEXHYJICS, — a0COMIOTHO JuiieHHass Mariy. OHako ObUT IIAHC BCe MCIPaBUTh, U Benepes
MOBTOPHO aKTUBHPOBAJIA aJITapb, HA CE pa3 IMJIAHUPOBAJIOCh, YTO TBOM 3a4aTKHU CUJIbI TIEPEHAYT B
Jlopuany.

— HeBeposiTHO, — 3aJyMUMBO TpoIenTaia si, 0CO3HaBasi BECh MacIITad COTBOPEHHOTO OIHUM
OeccMepTHBIM KecapeM U OTHOM MOJOyMHOM 0aOKo#! — A A7 — BCKMHYB TIOIOOPOJIOK, TIOCMOTpeia
Ha ApaszaeHa. — Kak xe 5?

— Tbl, — UMIIepaTop yIBIOHYJICS U BHOBb MPUKOCHYJICS MAJIBLIAMHA K MOMM BOJIOCAM, — Thl H3HA-
YaJbHO HY)XHA OblTa MHe. IMEHHO MO3TOMY cpasy IMOC/ie POXKICHHUs ThI CTajla OTBPATUTEINIbHA JIaXKe
COOCTBEHHOU MaTepH.

91 3apmoxHynack ot Bo3MymieHusi! He ObUTO CHUJT OTBETUTH, IOTOMY KaK $ JJa)ke B COCTOSIHUM
0e3y/Iep)KHOTO, a IJIaBHOE, BITOJIHE ONPaBJAHHOIO THEBAa, TIOHUMAJIa — Kecaplio 3aKOH He TMHCaH !

— VThIpKa, OTpOnbe, ypOAMHA, YyJOBHIIE, — HACMEIUTMBO MPOU3HEC ApasjieH, MPHUCTATbHO
creis 3a Oypeii MbICIed U SMOIUIA, OTPAKAIOIINXCS Ha MOEM Jiviie. — Bbuto 6eCKOHEYHO JTI0OOMBITHO
HaOMOaTh 32 TeM, KaK Thl pOC/ia Cpeld BceoOITell HeHABUCTH U TIPEe3peHHMS.

— 3aueM?! — MeHs TPACIO OT e[Ba CAEPKMBAEMOro THeBa. — 3a4eM Bbl TaK MOCTYIWIA CO
MHO#?!

B oTtBeT cniokoiiHas yibIOKa.

— Katpuona, — napcTBeHHast ycMellka craja M1pe, BHOBb OOHAKHUB KJIBIKH, — 1 JKeJIaJl, YTOOBI
THI BRIPOCJIA B TOM ke aTMoc(epe, KOTopasi B CBO€ BpeMs1 COITyTCTBOBaJIa MOEMY B3POCIICHHIO.

W BOT Teneps 51 ONATh HUYETO He TIOHUMAIO.

— Ma, — Kecapb YCMEXHYyJICs, — MEHSI C POXICHUsI HEHABUIEIU U OOSUIUCh, OMAcaIUCh M HE
MOOWIIN, CTPAIMINCH U Tipe3upanu. U s cozgan takue xke ycnosust ajst 1eds. [omydnnocs?

— Hecomuenno! — npommresna B30emeHHast 5.

— HampotuB! — ronoc mmMrieparopa BHE3aIrtHO CTal XKeCTKUM. — Thl paspylnwia Bce, YTO s
YIIOPHO TIBITAJICA co3AaTh: JIopuaHa, CToib peKkpacHas ¥ BOCXUTUTENbHAS, OKa3aJlach MyCTHIIIKOM!
41 ’xman uHOTO, 51 UCKPEHHE HaZIesyICs, YTO TBOSI MaTh, BOCIIUTAHHAS TIOCJISAHUM MaroM >KM3HH, BOC-
MUTAET CTOJIb ke UyecTHYI0 1oub. Ho m3banoBanHas Jlopa He Moaxoansiia HY 7Sl UCTIOJTHEHUSI TTPO-
pOYeCTBa, HU JJIs1 MOEH TOCTeNu, HU /ISl pUTYyasa, Tak Kak Marvsi B Hel oTcyTcTBoBaia. Pasovapo-
BaHue, Karprona, ouepenHoe pazovapoBaHue. S MoHsiI, YTO BCE MOIILIO HE M0 TUIaHy ¢ MIANIEH 13
pona Acrapumana, v prKa3ajl ApOWI0 MPEJCTABUTh CTAPIIYIO JOYb. . .

— CHoBa pazoyapoBaHue? — MPEANOIOKUIIA 1.

— Xyxke, — Ie4aJibHO OTBETUJI Kecapb. — HecMOTpsi Ha BCeoOI11y10 HEHABUCTb, ThI ObLJIA CIIMIITKOM
1n00pOii, OTBPATUTEILHO OT3BIBUMBOM, y TeOs Jake MOSBIIIUCH IPY3bs, MyCTh BCEIO TPOE — HSHS,
MUHUCTP ABep u noBap Kunrap, HO Bce xe.

W Bapyr ckazaHHoe 00peso sICHOCTh — MEHsI C CaMOro Havajla OrpaJiid OT MaTepH, YTOObI
BOCIUTHIBAJIA HE OHA?

— Jla, — CTIOKOIHO TIOATBEPAMII Kecapb. — MHe He HyKHa Oblla MUJIast TpUHIIECCa.

— Ha?! — g B IpOCTH CXBaTWJIA JIMCTOK CO CTOJIA M HAYasIa pa3phIBaTh €ro Ha MEJIKHUE KJIOUKU. —
A KTO )¢ BaM TpeOoBasicsi? 3510e, STONCTUIHOE, KECTOKOE, HEHABUAIIEe BECh MUP OTPOIbe?

Nmmnepatop paccMmesiicsi, (POMKO U SI3BUTEJIBHO. 3aTeM KMBHYJ M JJake TTIOATBEPANIL:

— CoBepllieHHO BEPHO.

KakoBo 3T0 — B 1BaAIaTh JIET Y3HATH, YTO Thl HUKAKasl HE BCECHJIbHAS 1 00JIa/1A10IIas BIACTHIO
Hacyiennuia OUTIOHA, a BCEro JIMIIb UTPYIITKa OAHOTO He B Mepy MoryiiecTBeHHoro kecapsi?! I'agko
ato! ['agko, Mep3ko u crpamHo! S B ykace B3upasia Ha UMIiepaTopa ApasfieHa 1 IPoCTO He KeJlaja
BEpUTh B oueBHIHOE. .. D70 *)e ! 1, Karprona PunaBusans Yurpumana, ciocoOHasi BBUKUTD Be3[e
Y B JIIOOBIX yCJIOBUSX! DTO $, paBAIIas kKeJle3HOW PyKoH mporseTaomuM OUTIOHOM, a OTHBIHE U
[Tpaiinoit! D10 4... f... BCEro JUIIb UTPYIIKA. .. [IPOCTO €r0 UTPYLIKA. ..
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— IloBepuTh HE MOT'y, — IIPOCTOHAJA 1.

Kecapp mpopmomkan urparb ¢ MOMMM BOJIOCAMM, TPOITyCKasi MPSIU MEXKAY MajabllaMd, U
MOYEMY-TO I'PYCTHO MPOU3HEC:

— 51 roxe. [lo cux mop He Mory moBepuTh. JloJIKeH MpU3HaTh, HeKHAS MOSI, YBUJIEB TeOs1, 1 0CO-
3HAJI KpailHe HEMPUSTHOE — Ha OTBEJIEHHYIO POJIb Thl HE TOIUIIILCSI COBEPIIIEHHO. — M Kak-To coBceM
MevaibHO Kecapb J00aBwiI: — BripodeM, u pUHATH TOT (DAKT, YTO MTPOPOYECTBO MIMEET PeaIbHBIN
IIAHC UCTIOTHUTBCS, 51 TAK)KE HE CMOT ... HE CyMeJl... He TIOXKeaa B TOT MUT.

— W BbI HIBBIPHYJIM MEHSI B CTPEMHUHY MOJIUTUYECKUX UTP! — JorajKa Mpuiilia BHE3AITHO.

— Nmenno, Karpuona, — kecapb 3araloqHo yielOHyscs. — IMEHHO Tak. ..

— 3auem? — B ouepeIHON pa3 cpocua .

Nmnieparop BHOBL paccmesuics. Ero cMex, HErpOMKUI U U3/1€BaTEeIbCKUN, CTAHOBWIICS BCE
rpomue... BOT TOJNBKO TMOSIBWIOCH OINIYIIEHWE, YTO HAacMeXalicsi ApadfieH CKopee Haj... COOOM.
N xoxoT cTHX, a cTpaHHbIe, IOAOOHBIE KPUCTA/UIAM IJla3a 9yTh CY3WJIKCh, MPUCTAIBHO B3Wpasi Ha
MeEHSI.

— $1 ycran ot omuHouecTBa, Karpuona. .. — riiyXum, CTOJIb HE3HAKOMBIM MHE T'0JIOCOM ITPOU3HEC
Kecapb.

Hexkotopoe Bpemst Harpsi’keHHO 3K1aj1a TPOIOIKEH s, HO ApasjieH MoTyal, OMsITh TS Ky/a-
TO CKBO3b CTEHBI, XOTSI U MPOJOJIKaI yaepkuBarh MeHs. O 4eM pa3MBIIUISI MO BEHIICHOCHBIM
cynpyr B 310 BpeMs? {1 He 3Hat0. f mpocTo cTapanack He 1ymarth. He nymars, He iymarh, He Iymarh. . .
He nonyckarb Hu equHON Mbicu !

—V 1ebs1 9TO XOPOIIIO MOTyYaeTcsi, — OTO3BAJICS Kecapb.

— MHe Obl XOTeJIOCh Y3HATH eIlle KOe-4To. ..

CkenTrueckasi ycMeIlka uMriepatopa ApasjieHa Obljia IJI0XUM yTelleHHeM, 3aTO IBHBIM HaMe-
KOM.

— He 31ech u He cefiuac? — moragaiach .

— MmeHHO, HEeXHAsT MOS.

A MHe BAPYT BCIIOMHWICS pa3roBop ¢ JIuHapom u ero Bo3myIeHue Mo MoBojy TOro, YTo Hall
OecCMepTHBIN JieNial MHe IMOJapKHU, IPUYeM KaxXIbli pa3 3T0 ObUIM BeChbMa IMOJIe3HbIe Aaphl.

— Kaxnpiit pa3 310 Oblia elie U MpoBepKa, — Kecapb BEPHYJICA K TIOUTPHIBAHUIO MOUM JIOKO-
HOM. — U THI pazodapoBajia MEeHs JIUIIb Pas.

— C cobakoii?

— NmenHo.

— Ho ona e Obl1a Marndeckasi, — BO3MyTHIach 5. — [I09TOMY 51 1 0OpaTuiiach K Maram.

— CnenoBaJio ymaTh roJI0BOM, a Thl MOIAIACH CTPAXy HaKa3aHUsI, CTpAIach MOETo rHeBa.

He nymate, He mymath, He qymarth... [lenats BBIBOABI 1 Oyay MOTOM, TMO3XKE... 3HAUYUTETBHO
no3xe... B TuimHe n omuHOYECTBE.

— HauBHast Mosi, — Kecapb MOTSHYJICS U JIETKO IOIIeJIOBAJI JIOKOH, C KOTOPhIM IMOUTPHIBAJIUA €TI0
JUITMHHBIE TAJIBIIBI, — 51 CKaXKYy JIIIb pa3, Kapu OnHenpo, u nocrapaiicsi 3allOMHUT. . .

— K10? — HeBoNbHO nepeduia .

— Thl, — pa3npaxeHHO NosicHUI Kecapb. — Kapu Onenpo.

— B kakom cmbicne?

OH ycMexXHYJICS B OTBET, U CTAJIO SICHO — CMBICJT OCTAHETCSI MAaKCUMAJIBHO CKPBITHIM B TYMaHe.

— Xopol1o, HO YTO 03HavaeT 3To Baiie «Kapusonenpus»?

— Kapu Oneunpo, — nonpasui ummneparop. — YepHas 3Be3ja.

— 3710 3HaUeHUe?

— JlocnoBHBIN TIEPEBO]I.

HesonpHo 3aaymanachk Haa umeneM Karpuona... Ipyrux Karpuon Bo Bcei [Ipaiiie He ume-
JIOCh, YTO HATAJIKMBAJIO HA pa3MbliilIeHusl. BcrioMHmIa, 4to Jiydiiie He AyMaTh. .. KOMITAaHUsI HEeTOI-
XOJISAIIAS.
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— Tak 4TO 51 TOMKHA 3aMOMHUTB? — BEKJIMBO MHTEPECYIOCH Y Kecapsl.

ApasneH Kak-To HeJoOpO IIIsAAe Ha MEHs M BCe e OTBETHJI MPeJesbHO JJAKOHMYHO:

— B PaccBeTHOM Mupe /151 MEHS HET TaiiH.

— DTO NOXBaJbHO!

Msae xoTesnoch YiUTH, U BOOOIIE MMenach OObEeKTHBHASI HEOOXOIMMOCTh TIOMTH BCe 001yMaTh.
U cpouno. [TonbiTanace BCTaTh MOBTOPHO, HO MHE 3TOTO BHOBb HE MO3BOJIMIIH.

— ThI He oHsANa, 1a, HAaMBHAsS MOsI? — BOIPOCHIT KECapb.

— Jla! — pemmrenbHO cornacuiach . — M MHe TpeOyercsi BpeMsi Ha 0OyMbIBaHHE, TTIOCEMY
OTITyCTUTE MeHsI, TIoXKaTyncTa!

— He nonsina-a-a... — mpoTsiHyJ Kecapb.

— 51 Bce moHsma!l — yrpiomo coodimain cyrpyry. — Ho MHe cienoBano Obl OCO3HATH paHbIIle,
MoYeMy BCE BOKPYT yOEK/IeHbl B TOM, YTO UMIIEpaTop MHe OnaroBonut. Mmm movemy s moiydaio
OecIIeHHBIE TI0 CBOEMY 3HAYEHHIO aphl, B TO BPeMs KaK O JHSX POKACHHS OCTATbHBIX MOJIAHHBIX BbI
¥ He BcrioMuHaete. MHe ciieJoBasio Obl 0 MHOTOM 3a/lyMaThCsl paHee, HO... — Sl HepBHO MpUKycHIa
ryOy, MBITAsICh YCTIOKOUThCS. — HO MOHMMaHue MPOMCXOASIIIEro HIYero He U3MEHUIIO Obl, TaK?

BenmuecTBeHHBIN KUBOK Kecapsi MOATBEPANII MO XyAIIHE TPEIION0KEeHUSI.

— W octaercst BOnpoc: KaKkyio pojib B BalllMX I'PAaHAMO3HBIX TUIAHAX MPEICTOUT ChIrpaTh MHE? —
Ha, 51 Bce ke MPOU3HECHA 3TO.

— Kenbl, — CIOKOMHO OTBETUJT Apas/ieH.

— Xennl? — nepecnpocuna s1. — HesepositHo! To ects ¢ camoro Havana?..

— Emie 10 TBOEro pokieHusi, — C yCMEIIKON HAIOMHIJT OH.

He nymars... He momyuaercs... K roominam! f yxe coOupanach BbICKa3aTh BCE, UTO S IO
3TOMY TOBOJY IyMaio, KaK Kecapb YJbIOHYJICSA... JJAaCKOBO... Bcst Most sipocTh M OpaBaja ucnapu-
7uch B MrHoBenue. [lepen rinazamul mpoHeCInch NMe3axkyu YHHITOKEHHOro Mupata, Ka3H! Heyrof-
HBIX Kecapio... IBITKK TeX, KTO IIOCMEJT OCIYIIAThCS Jake B MaJIeHIIeM.

— MHe, HaBepHOE, 1opa, — s MONbITAJIACH BCTATh.

Hy:XHO yXonuTh, 1 CpOUHO, TOKA MEHsI TYT He IPENaprpoBaIIY 32 U3JIHUIITHIO PA3rOBOPYUBOCTh
Y BOJIBHOAYMCTBO. A TIOTOM HOJAJIBIIE OT BOPIIA, KaK MOKHO Jasibiie!

Barisin uvnieparopa crait 3alyMYnBbIM. .. Ml KTO MeHsI IpOCHIT BhICKasbiBaThesi? U Benp 3Hao,
MPEKPaCHO 3HAI0, YTO C KecapeM JIydllie MOJTYaTh ¥ BO BCEM COIJIAIIATHCS, a UHAYE. ..

— U 1B eme cMmeelnb oCcykAaTh MEHs 3a KECTOKOCTb? — CYNpPYT COBCEM YK JIACKOBO YJIBIO-
HyJics. .. — Moxkems untu. Kak s yxe ckazan, Bce BHyTpeHHHe jena [Ipaiinsl Ha TeGe. Paspiekaiics.
Ho, HexxHast MOsi, OrpaHUYMM COOCTBEHHO Tpe/iesTbl TBOMX Pa3BICUECHHI.

Pe3koe nBUXeHUE — U CTaJIbHbIE TAJIBIIBI OOXBATHIIN 3aTHIJIOK, 3aCTaBJIsIsI IPYKATHCS TYOAMU
K ero ry0am. U Ha ceil pa3 npusiTHbe ¥ BOJHYIOIIUE OIIYILIECHHUsI HECIU B ce0e OTTEHOK KaKOW-TO
ropeuu 1 yTpaThl. 5 (pU3NIecKn 4yBCTBOBAIA, UYTO TEPSIO YTO-TO... YTO-TO BAKHOE U HYKHOE, U OT
c/1ab0CTH BIIPYT 3aKPYyKUJIACH TOJIOBA.

Bce npekparuiioch B TO ke MTHOBEHHE.

— INepecrapascsi, — cCBepKalolye r71a3a Cynpyra MprucTabHO H3y4aId MOe SIBHO MOOJIeTHEBITIee
muo. — [Ipunercsa ucrpaBurs.

Breck cTpaHHBIX I1a3 UMIIepaTopa BAPYT CTaJl KAKUM-TO 3aBOPAKUBAIOLIMM, H, TIO MEpe TOTo
KaK Kecapb MPUOIMKAJICS K MOEMY JIMILY, CepIiie HAYMHAIO OUThCS BCe MeieHHee. .. UToObl 3ame-
peTh, e/1Ba ero ryobl BHOBb KOCHYJIMCh MOUX. JIerko, eqBa OIryTHMO, 3aTeM CTPACTHO, TIOUTH OOXH-
ras... 51 xe aOCONIOTHO MepecTaia MOHUMATh MPOUCXOSAINEE, U TOIBKO JKYTKHM, JIeISHSIIIUN TyITy
CTpax Bce YCUIIMBAJICS, ¥ OE3YMHO XOTEJIOCh 3aKPUYATh OT yXKaca, a elle Mo3BaTh Ha IOMOIIb [TI0YeMy-
to unapa.

Nmnepatop 3amep. 3ateM MeIJICHHO OTCTPAHUIICS, HEOTPBIBHO IS B MOM I1a3a. U mouemy-
TO MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH OYEHb 301, XOTs, 110 CYTH, 3JTUThCS AOJDKHA ObLa S1.

— Crynaid, — ieiIsiHbIM TOHOM ITpUKa3ajl Kecapb, OTIyCKasi MEHsI.

37



E. 3Be3nnas. «Urpyika ummneparopa»

Moii HepBHBII peBepaHC — U 51 IOKKAAI0 CTPaHHBIN KaOMHET, CTapasich He CMOTPETh Ha CTOJ,
cTapasichb He [yMaTh O MPOU3OLIEAIIEM, CTapasich He AymaTh o Oymyiiem! W 51 pa3MBbIIUISIO TOIBKO O
TOM, KaK cooOI1y 06 00beJUHEHU MUHUCTEPCTB U. .. CIYIILYCh MO STOU JICCTHHIIE.

— JlajoHb K cTeHe! — Mmpo3Byyas 3JI0i rojioc Kecaps, ¥ IBepb 3a MOEM CITMHOU 3aXJIOMHYJIACh.

Jlposxaireit pyKo# s1 MPUKOCHYJIACh K KAMEHHOM KJIAJIKE U C YIUBIICHUEM OTMETHJIA, KaK COKpa-
THJICS TTyTh. JIECTHHIIA paHee SIBJIsuIach BUHTOBOM, a ceivac cTaia npsiMasi U Jaxe Obliia BUJHA JBEPb
B KOHIIE. .. Pasi mogo6HOro MoXHO ObLJIO ¥ KPOBBIO MOKEPTBOBATS.

ChexaB Mo CTyMNeHsIM, OCTAHOBMJIACh HA 3JIUTOM COJTHEUHBIMU JTy4aMH JIBOPE, YyBCTBYsI, KaK
Bce ObicTpee ObeTcs cepille, Kak OTIYCKAaeT CTpax, JISHsSHOW PYKOW CKUMAIOUIMNA YLy, OIIyIast
KaKyI0-TO CTpaHHYIO0 ITycToTy. CTpaHHYI0 1 HeloHATHY10. [logaBiics NopeiBy, BCKUHYJA PYKY, IIPH-
3bIBasi BETEP... OH OTO3BAICS CIa0bIM TyHOBEHHUEM, KOTOPOE 51 He CMOIJIa KOHTposupoBaTh. Caep-
’KMBasi pacTYIIyI0 IAHUKY, MOTBITAJIACh CIUIECTU 3aIIUTY. .. U HU4ero! Xors ele yTpoM, eie TOJIbKO
yTPOM 3Ta Marus ciylanach MeHs, Kak py4yHoii nec! Yro npoucxogur?

— Aiicupa Karprona, — aiicup XaiiTo OKJIMKHYJI MEHSI OT BXOJHBIX JIBEPEN.

S B 3TOT MHUT BCe ellle MbITAIaCh MOHATh, YTo npousonwio! Y nonsna! Co Bceld HEMPUTISAHON
OYEBUIHOCTBIO MOHsIIa — Kecapb! Mos motepst Maruu Obula CBSI3aHA UIMEHHO C HUM, 3TO 51 UHTYH-
THBHO OHIyIIaJIa. BIOKMpOBas ke OH MOM MOPTAJIb, YTO MOIJIO MOMeINIaTh eMy OJIOKHPOBATh MOIO
Maruio? U 3ToT cTpanHsiil notenyii. .. Bor tebe u orser, Karpuona Punasuans Yurpumana. C apy-
O CTOPOHBI. .. HY’)KHO OyJeT oOcyauTh npousolieaiiee ¢ meHre. M o6aymars Bce yciblanHoe !

— Aiicupa KarproHna, — BHOBb NOIIBITAJICS TIPUBJIEYb MOE BHUMaHUE XauTo.

A g cTosina nocpeay BHYTPEHHETO JBOpa MMIIEPaTOPCKOro JABOPLA, 3aKPbIB IJla3a U IMbITASCh
cliepkaTb SMOLMU. BoJbHO, raJko, MEP3KO U KYTKO I1OCJIE BCETO YCIbIAaHHOro. Kak mpuHsATH TO, 4TO
OCO3HATh TaK CJIOXKHO... Urpynika umneparopa. .. Becero numb urpynika ummneparopa, BOT KTO ...
Pa3Be uTo B Bammx meurax, Mmou kecapb! Ilotomy uto 51 — 3710 51! HeBaxHO, y KOro v Kakue Ha MeHs
TUIaHBI, 51 BCe paBHO ocTaHych codot. [Toromy uto s1 Karpuona PunaBuans Yurpumana, mpaBUTeIb-
Huta Beeil [Ipaiiapl u conpenenpHbix rocygapers! Keraru, BOT Kak pa3 3a craTyc MpaBUTEJIbHULIBI
Aunbsinca [lpaiinpl st OblT1a Kecapio OyarogapHa. .. rae-To B ITyOHHe IyIId, OYeHb-0YeHb ITyOOKO.

Ho ceituac 3a pabory, u OyaeM n300paxaTh MOKOPHOCTh OE3BOJBHOM HWIPYIIKH... TMOKa!
IToTomy 4TO 3TO MO MHpP U MOE TOCYJApPCTBO, & KECAPb. .. OH IIPOCTO €IIE HE 3HAET, C KM CBA3aICs !
W nHe y3Haer... noka! [1oka 51 He BBISICHIO O HEM BCE, UTO TOJILKO BO3MOXKHO.

%k % %

B 3ane coBeta MUHMCTPOB MEHS /J1aJI0 MOCJIAHUE MTOBEJIUTEN S, KOTOPOE, KaK U BCE MOCIIAHUS
uMIIepaTopa B Ipejesax JBOpLa, BO3HUKIIO B BO3yXe M MEJIEHHO CIUIAHMPOBAJIO Ha CTONI. B Hem
OBUIO CKa3aHO, YTO s SIBJSIOCH IJIABOM TOCYJapcTBa M BOOOIIE MYyX U jK€Ha — 3TO €IMHOE IIeNoe,
CJIEIOBATEJIbHO. .. IeJIaliTe BBIBOABI, TOCHOA MUHUCTpPBIL. bienqHas poxa Miiepu MHe NOHpaBUIIach.
OmyiieHre CTpaHHOM BHYTPEHHEM IyCTOTHI — HET.

— Utak, yBaxxaemble Jopapl, — 51 00Besa B3MISIIOM NMPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX, — HAC C BaMH JKAYT Iepe-
MeHbl! OTHBIHE 51 crJla U Bi1acTh AJjibsiHca [Ipaiizipl, a Bbl MOM BepHble copaTHUKU. .. He cyru! 4 xny
OT BacC JIJIbHBIX COBETOB, MPOJAYMAHHBIX PEKOMEHIAIMI 1 Oe3yKOPU3HEHHOTO BBITIOTHEHUS TIOCTaB-
JIEHHBIX 3a7a4!

CenoBinacele JIOpAbl CKJIOHWIMCh B 3HaK coriacus W npuHATusA... Hy a g yxke 3Hana, Koro
MOCTABJIIO BO IV1aBe 0ObEJUHEHHOTO MUHHUCTEPCTBA. ABEp NOTUMHSAETCS MHE OECIIPEKOCIIOBHO, Ue-
aJIbHO BBINOJIHSIET MOU YKa3aHUsI U HE OCTEPEraeTcsl ClOPUTh CO MHOM JIO XPUIIOTHI, B CIIy4ae e€Clu
HE TpaBa... a s He UjIeaJIbHA, CIIEIOBATENILHO, TOKE OMIMOaloch. Takke HyKHO OyAeT CMEHUTDb PyKO-
BOJICTBO Ha MecTax. B yacTHOCTH, MHe Bcerja He HpaBWJIOCh, KaK BEIET Jejla TOPOACKOM IJIaBa. ..
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[paiiny KayT MepeMeHbl, a MOMX JIOBEPEHHBIX OMTJIOHCKUX COTPYHUKOB — 3HAUUTENILHOE MOBbIIIIE-
HIE.

— Jlopn Unepu, — ofHUM 3TUM 51 IPOIEMOHCTPUPOBAIA, HACKOIBKO OH MOHMXEH B JOJIKHO-
CTH, — a Bac MBI He 3ajiepkuBaeM. .. CTymaiite coOuparh BeIly, Bac KAyT HeoOOpaOOTaHHbBIEC 3eMeJTb-
HbIE yrofips!

Heckomnbko cekynn Mnepu B3upas Ha MeHs1 ¢ aOCOMIOTHOW HEHABUCTBIO BO B3MJIsAE, SIBHO MPO-
AyMbIBasi CIOCOOBI U TUIAHBI OTMILIEHHsI, HO 3aTeM MOKJIOHWJICS U C JIOCTOMHCTBOM IMOKHMHYI coOpa-
HUe. BoT 1 3ameuarenbHO, KPbICH HA MOeM Kopaliie MHE He HY)KHBI, U YK TeM 0oJiee CTONIb TOJJIbIe
u OecuecTHble!

[MpucyTcTBYyIOIIME OTpearkpoOBAIM Ha CITy4YHBIIIEECs OTKPOBEHHO IIOKMPOBAHHBIMU B30paMH,
HO OOBSICHATH UM S1 HIUETO He COOMPAach.

— Hac xner nanpsixeHHast padota, — cooOmuIa si, Caasch B KPecio, — u. .. MpUBbIKaiTe 00X0-
auThes Oe3 odea.

TyT cTONMBKO BCEro, 4to padoTaTh B MOAOOHOM TEMIIE TIOUTH Tof] pUaeTcs. .. MHe OyneT yem
3aHSTh ceOs1, 1aObl MBICTIel HEXOPOIIIMX He BO3HUKAJIO TIPH Kecape.

%k %k %k

W3 xabuHeTa MUHKCTPOB 51 BBIOMpAIACh, MPUIOKHUB MAJIBYMKH K BHCKaM U TIBITAsICh YHSATh
JVKYIO TOJIOBHYIO 0OJb. .. DTO OyAeT CIoXHee, YeM s [yMaJia, HO. .. 5 TIoIyMaro 00 9TOM 3aBTpa. ..

3a y)KMHOM MHE JOCTaTOYHO ObLIIO OJMH Pa3 NOTpeOOBaTh TUIIIMHBI, YTOOBI TPUABOPHBIE OOsI-
JIUCh JIMITHUK pa3 KJIAIHYTh BUJIKOH MO Tapelike... A rojioBa Bce He yHUMaach. .. OOBIYHO TION00-
HBbIE MTPUCTYITHI MUTPEHU TIOCeNa MeHs nociie HaponHoro cyna, v HacTpoeHue B JaHHOM COCTOSI-
HUM OCTABJISUIO KeJlaTh JIy4qIIero.

BHesarHo cTaio coBceM THXO, XOTs, Ka3ajaoch Obl, Ky/la YK THIIIE.

[MorpyxeHHasi ¥ B APIIMBbIE MBICJIU, ¥ B TUKYIO TOJIOBHYIO OOJIb, 51 COBEPIIEHHO BO3MYTUTEIIb-
HBIM 00pa30M MPOUTHOPHPOBAJIA MTHOBEHHO TIOJHSIBIIMXCS MTPUIBOPHBIX. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, naxke
€CJIM TaM M Kecapb, TO... Hy He 00s13aTeIbHO ke MHe KJIaHAThCS, U BooOIIe — 51 Ha Onaro [Ipaiiasl
BeCh JICHb Maxaja, u. ..

— Cun, — HEXXHBIH TOJIOC M JTACKOBOE KacaHue rydaMu K MoeMy JI0y, — OUeHb TUIOXO0?

WHoit pa3 MyX, YATAIONIUIA MBICIIU, — 3TO OJIArOCJIOBEHHE OOTOB.

— OueHb, — UICKPEeHHE MPU3HAJIACH S1.

— Ceituac Bce mipojieT, — moooeman ApasfeH, U ero najblibl KOCHYJIMCh MOUX BUCKOB. Bernen
3a 3TUM pa3fajioch ero JackoBoe: — JIopapl U Jieu, MpoJoJKaiTe Tpamnesy.

S xmpikHy:1a. Tenepb JOpabI U J1ein KOJUIEKTUBHO AaBHIIUCh Y)KUHOM H ITOJ] CTPAXOM CMEPTHOM
Ka3HW He B3MJISIHYJIM Obl B HAIIy CTOPOHY.

B TOT MOMEHT $ ellie He 3Haja, YTO UX BBIIEPKKA MMOABEPrHETCS KECTOYANIIEMY HCITHITAHUIO.

— 0-0-0, na-a-a, — MPOTSIHYJA 51, KOTJa MaJbIbl Kecapsi, HEXKHO MacCHpYsl, MPOIUIUCh OT KOH-
YMKOB yIIEH /10 BUCKOB, — MM. .. IIPOJIOJIKAMTE.

Kecapb ycMexHyJics 1 BecbMa IPOMKO, HO OT 3TOTO HE MEHee BOJIHYIOIIIE MPOIIETTal:

— Kak noxenaenib, pagocts Mosl. . .

Sl He ynmepikasach, MOCMOTpeJia Ha MPUABOPHBIX, MPEBPATUBIIMXCS B OJIMH CIUIOIIHON Opra
CJTyXOBOT'O BOCIIPUSITHSI, © MCTUTEJIBHO, TIO OTHOILIEHHUIO K HUIM €CTeCTBEHHO, ITPOM3HECA:

— Ay MeHs1 MHO-0-0TO KeJIaHUH. . .

[MpoxsaaHbie TyObl KOCHYJIUCh MOEH IIEKH, TPOJIOKUIN HETIOUKY JITKUX TOIETyeB K YXy, U
Kecapb IPOU3HEC:

— JIio6onbITHO OBUIO OBl YCTIBIIIAT. . .

— ¥ Bac HeIIoXo U I0Ta/IbIBaThCS MOTyYaeTcsl, — He YAEePXKaBIIUCh, Ch3BUJIA 5 U TYT ke J00a-
Bujia: — Ho mepBoe s roToBa MOBTOPHO O3BYYUTh MPSIMO Celvac — MpoAosKaiTe!
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[poxyagHble MabIBl YMENIO MPOOeKaIUCh OT BUCKOB /IO INEeW, HAYaJld MSTKO MacCHpOBAaTh
IJie4yn. ..

— Mwm, — nipocToHaa s, — CaMblid JTy4IIIMA MOMEHT 32 BECh TOT JIOJITUH JIEHb. . .

— A Kak ke HaIl nouenyi? — cMesiCh, IOMHTEPECOBAJICS KEcaph.

— Kakoit umeHHO? — JieIsiHbIM TOHOM MOMHTEPECOBAIACH 51, HEBOJILHO B3POTHYB MPU BOCIO-
MHWHAHWUU O JABYX IOCJICOHUX.

— IlepBblii, — HACMENLIUBO YTOYHWUJI CYIIPYT.

MHe yxe UCKPEHHE XKaJjlb IPUABOPHBIX.

Ho oTBeuars Beiyx He MJIaHMPOBaJa U MPOCTO NoxyMasia: «Bam He XBaTaso. .. ICKPEHHOCTH».

— Tel MHOTrOE BUIMIIb, — OTBETUJI CYIIPYT, IIPOJOJIKAS JIAaCKaTh MOU IUIEYH, HEKHO KACaTbCs
men, MaCCUpPOBaTh HAITPSAKEHHLIC MBIIIIIBI.

MrHoBeHue MHe ObUIO He TI0 cebe, BCe ke CTpax nepeq KecapeM MPUCYTCTBOBAN, U U3PSIHBIN,
a TIOTOM CTaJIO KaK-TO BCE PaBHO, U, 3aKPHIB 171432, 51, OTKMHYBIINCh HA CIIMHKY CTYJIa, POCTO HAC/a-
KIaJlaCb KaXabIM €ro IBUKCHUEM. .. U Bot KOHKPETHO B 3TOT CcaMBbIi MUI', UMEHHO 3€Ch U ceryac
MHe ObLIIO XOPOIIIO, ¥ CIIOKOMHO, U JIaXe NMPUSATHO, U AyMaTh HA O YeM He XoTesock. U ycranocTsb
OTCTyMaJja, U MBICIIM TOXXe MUYIUCh Ky/la-TO JAJIEKO, U BOOOIIE CTpaHHOE pacciabieHne OXBaTHIIO
BCE TeJIO. ..

— IoctatouHo? — MOMI0OONBITCTBOBAT Kecapb.

— Bo1 Bommme6nuk. .. Criacu6o.

BBIJI0 Tak XOpOIIIO, YTO YKe ¥ €CTh He XOTeJI0Ch, & XOTEIOCh MPOCTO B TOPSYYIO BaHHY.

3aBepiMB NpUBEJCHUE CYNPYrd B padouee COCTOSHHE, Kecapb MUJIOCTHBO 3aHSUI CTYII...
psinoMm co MHo#. [Tpunuiock naxe nonBuHyThCs. U 51 Bpoae Obl Bce MOHUMAIO, HO €r0 MECTO Ha IMpo-
THBOIOJIO)KHOM KOHIIE cToj1a. Ho BUIMMO, Cynpyr pemu JOCTaBUTh CIIyraM HEMaJIo BECENIbIX MITHO-
BEHMI B MPOIIECCE CMEIHOrO MepeHoca CTOMIOBBIX PUOOPOB HA HOBOE MECTO.

— VM nones3Ho, — MoATBepANII MOe MPETOJIOKEeHNe UMIIEPATOp U TYT ke Tepelien K rocynap-
CTBEHHBIM JlesiaM. — He coBeTyio cMeIaTh TopofICKOro TJIaBy.

VauBieHHas ero MoBeicHNEM MOJIOZICHbKAs KeHa OTCTYITHIIA, YCTYIIMB MECTO MHE — OBIBIIIEH
HacneqHuue OUTIoHa.

— Ob6ocHyiiTe, — 51 1axke Kecapsi OOSIThCS TiepecTaia.

— Jlerp 3aHMMAeT 3Ty JOIKHOCTb MHOTO JIET, y HETO CBSI3U U B TEHEBOM MHUPE, CHUMEIIb €T0 — Y
CTpa’)KHUKOB BOBHHUKHYT CJIO)KHOCTU, — CHU30IIEJI 10 NOACHEHW A KECapb, OJHOBPEMEHHO ITpUABUTAA
OnrKe MOCTaBJICHHBIE Il Hero Ooa.

A 3apymanace. [logymana. He cornacuace.

—To ecTb BbI 3HaeTe, UTO YaCTh CPEJICTB UAET MUMO Ka3HBI, H. .. COIJIACHBI C STUM ? — HECKOJIBKO
BO3MYIIIEHHO CIPOCHJIA 1.

Benukui ApaaneH BECCJIO NNIOAMUTHYJI, IPUYEM I3TO XYJIUTAHCKOC MMOIMUTUBAHUE COBEPIICHHO
HE BITUCBIBAJIOCH B MOM TPECTABJIEHNS O MaHEepax UMIepaTopa, 3aTeM IMOsSICHU:

— 910 HensOeKHbIE MOTEPU, HeKHASI MOSI.

I[Nocrne yero Hava1 HaCHINIATh B CBOIO TAPEJIKY YTO-TO MPOTEPTOE MIEPCUKOBOTO 1BeTa. ¢ yauB-
JIEHHEM OTMETHJIa, YTO €r0 PallMOH OTIMYAETCsl OT OOIMIENPUHATOrO H... Tak, He 0 ToM aymaio!

— ITonpobyii, — mpormenTtan kecapb, HAOpas JIOKEUKOW HEMHOTO IEPCUKOBOM MacChl U TIOTHEC
K MOUM ry0am 3TO caMOe HeuTO, — Hy Xke.

TeprieTb He MOTY MYKYMH, HABSI3BIBAIOIIKX CBOIO ey! OHM MeHst ipocTo OecsT!

— W1 Bce ke, — mpoAoIKall UCKYIIATh Kecaph, M IIOYEMY-TO MHE TMIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO TO OUepeiHas
MpOBEpKa.

Hy, mo meHsbIeli Mepe, OH TOYHO HE pakapi, TaK 4YTO... W s MPUOTKpbUIa poT. Jlokeuka
CKOJIB3HYJIa MEX Iy I'yOaMu, si MallIMHAJILHO BCe Cheia. 3amepiia Ha MUT, MBITAsICh PaclipoOoBaTh, HO,
HECMOTps1 Ha OJIM3KOe 3HAKOMCTBO C HAIlIMM MOBApOM U y4yacTHe B MPUTOTOBJIEHUSAX OPKCKOH e[pl,
Pacrno3HaTh MPOLYKTHI, U3 KOTOPBIX CHe Mope ObUIO MPUTOTOBJICHO, TaK U HE YIAJIOCh.
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— Mwm! Yto 310? — HenpuBbIuHbIi BKYC, HO BOCXUTHTEIbHBIA. — A MOXHO euie?

MsHe ¢ XUTpo# YAbIOKON CKOPMHJIM BTOPYIO JIOKEUKY. .. O, MPEeCTaBIsiio, KaK 3TO CO CTOPOHBI
BBITJISITUT, HO HAJIO TIPUKA3aTh, YTOOBI MHE TOTOBUJIM TO K€ CaMoe.

— 3Haelb, YTO caMoe yAUBUTEIbHOE? — CKapMJIMBasi MHE TPETBIO MOPLMIO, IIPOM3HEC KECAPh.

— Yt0? — Bmofgo ocTaBisuio MpUSATHOE MOCIEBKYCHE, KOTOPBIM 51 M HacJaxkAaslach, 3aKpbIB
171234, 711 OLIYILEHH MOJHOTHI BKYyca.

Kecapb BHe3amtHO HaKJIOHWJICSI KO MHE, M €r0 TyObl HAKPBUTU MOHU. .. S1 BCKpHKHYJIa OT HEOXKH-
JOaHHOCTH, HO U MOW KPUK, ¥ MOH IpOTecT ObUIM 3aredaTaHbl ero mouenyeM. CHibHbIe Majblibl
CKOJIb3HYJIM Ha 3aThUIOK, HE TIO3BOJISISI OTCTPAHUTBLCS, U B CJIE/lyIolee MTHOBEHHE OH TIOBTOPHJT TOT
MaHeBp, YTO CTOJIb YCIIEITHO MPOIIIEN UCTIBITAaHUS Ha JiecTHHLIE. .. Ho Torza, Ha jiecTHuIe, 5 elle He
3HaJIa, K YeMy MOTYT IIPUBECTH NOLIeIyH Halero Benukoro! Ceitvac 3Halo, ¥ TOBTOPEHU S MHE COBCEM
He xodetcs! $1 B3OporHysa, momsITanack BepBaThes. Ja, Kecapio Hemb3st ObUIO OTKA3bIBATh JaXke B
MaJleiiIlieM, ¥ 3TO 3HaJIU BCe, HO TepIieThb NMoI00HOe 51 He HaMepeHa!

PBanyBIIMCh M30 BCeX CUII, s BCE K€ pa3opBajia MOLENyH, pa3THEBaHHO TS Ha Cymlpyra.
Kecapp e OTBETHJI MHE HACMEIIIMBBIM B3IJISIIOM. A Jajiee MOocaea0Bal U3/1eBaTeIbCKUI BOIIPOC:

— Tb1 yem-TO HeTOBOMBHA. .. keHa Mosi?! — M yXMBUIKa N30THYJIA TOHKHE TYOBI.

Hy na, s Bce e *keHa, a y Hero mpaBo MyXa, COOCTBEHHO, Ha JTIOOble MHTUMHbBIE ICWICTBUS B
OTHOILICHUH MEHS.

— MimenHo, — noATBEpauiI Kecapb, MPOAOJIKast MPUCTAIbHO HAOMIOAATh 32 MHOM.

MHe, HECOMHEHHO, OBbUIO YTO OTBETUTD, HO... K OTKPOBEHHOCTH, JJaKe MBICTIEHHOMW, HE pacro-
Jarana Komranus. [IpuIoch CMUPUTBCS, 3aKPbITh I71a3a U TIO3BOJUTh CYIPYTy MPOAOKUTH TIPH-
JMOJHOE pa3BpallleHne COOCTBEHHOH XKeHbl. 1 OH IefCTBUTEbHO BEpHYJICS K MPEepBaHHOMY AEH-
crBuio. CHavasa Jierkoe KacaHue rybamMu K MOMM TyOaMm, 3aTeM K IIeKe, e1Ba OLIyTUMO K IJla3am,
Y OCTOPO’KHBIE JIETKME TOIEyH 10 IeKe BHU3. [IpMKOCHOBEHME K Illee — 51 BHE3AIHO B3/IPOTHYJIA,
ellBa CTPAaHHOE BOJIHYIOIIIEE OIYIIIEHHE MPOILIOCh BOTHOM. .. M 1 IOYyBCTBOBaIA, KAK PACTSHYJIUCDH
B yCMeIIIKe I'yObl MOETO CYIpyra, CJIOBHO OH ObLJT OUeHb-OYEHb YEM-TO JOBOJIEH. DTO U Pa303JIMIIO!
U naxe nogymaina o Jiexarieil psaioM BIIKE C OCTPbIMH 3yOL[aMH, KOTOpasi PeMUIIO Obl CMOTpPENach
TOpYaIlell B MMIIEPATOPCKON pyKe — OTBETOM MHE ObUIM TMXMW CMEX U BO3BpalleHHEe K TMOIENyIo,
Ha cell pa3 ¢ y4acTHeM IablieB, KOTOPblE COBEPIIEHHO BOCXUTUTEIBHBIM OOPa3oOM JIACKaId MOe
3aMsCThe, 3aCTaBUB BHIPOHUTH BUJIKY. .. M BOT Kak ¢ 3TUM OOpOThCs?

— Hukak, — kecapb nmpepBas Nomenyii ¥ MPUCTAIBHO MOCMOTPE B MOU PACTIaXHYThIe OT yAWB-
JIeHUsI U BMECTe ¢ TeM cTpaxa ma3a. — Ho BepHeMcsl K caMOMy YOMBUTEJIBHOMY, — M OYepeaHast
JIOkEUKa C Mope KOCHY/IACh MOUX T'y0, — 32 MHOTO COTEH JIET THI IIepBasi, KTO OLIEHWJI 3TO OJII0JIO.

W BOT nepHyoO MeHs JIIOOOMBITCTBO, ChEB U 3TY MOPIHIO, BCE ke CITPOCUTB:

— [ouemy?

— MHe c10HO OTBETUTb, — Kecapb Ha4aJI €CTh CaM, — OCTAJIbHBIM MOsI €J1a Ka3ajlach OTBpaTH-
TeJbHOM. A Thl orleHw1a. EnquHcTBeHHAs 3a Tpy coTHU JieT. CUMBOJIMYHO, HE TpaBa i’

CBOU MBICH 110 JAHHOMY TTOBOJY I TTOMPOCTY MPOUTHOPHPOBAJa, PEIIMB JaTh BOIIO MCKJTIO-
YHUTETHHO JTIOOOIBITCTRY.

— A 410 3707 — He yaepXkauach OT BOIPOca sl

— KopHHU HEKOTOpBIX JIECHBIX TPaB, UCIICUEHHBIE U PacTepThIe, JIECHBIE SATOABI, (DPYKTHI H... —
Kecapb XUTPO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MEHs1, — U CbIpast MOpCKasi pbloa.

S B M3ymMJIeHNH yCTaBIIIACh Ha MIOPE, KOTOpOoe prI0y HAIIOMUHAJIO MEHEe BCEro, a BOT HacyeT
KOpHEH. .. Terepb MOHATHO, OTKY/A CTOJb MPHUATHBIN MPUBKYC U JAJIUTETIHOE MTOCIEBKYCHE.

— He 3Hat0, KTO 3TO IrOTOBUT, — MEAJIEHHO NPOM3HECA 51, CTapasiCh HE3aMETHO OTOJBUHYTHCS
OT CyIpyra, — Ho Obuta Obl MCKpeHHe OnaroapHa, ey Obl MHE TOTOBHJIM TO K€ CaMoe.

— Moii noBap — OpK, — CO3HaJICS Kecaph.

— 0-0-0... — TONBKO M CMOIJIA BHITOBOPUTb, — 3TO JIMIIIb YCUIIMBAET MOE KeJIaHhe MepeTH Ha
Balll PAIVOH.
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Kecapp npoTsiHy/1 MHE MOJTHYIO JIOKEUKY:

— Eme?

Tak, 4TO-TO MHE 3TOT XMTPBIN MPHIIYP yXKe HE HPABUTCS, U BOOOIIE. .. MYXXUYHHBI U €/1a — TO
HE TO coueTaHue, KOTOPOe s CMOTY BOCIIPHHUMATD CIIOKOWHO B OJIFKauIee BpeMs.

— A BaM He KaxeTcs, YTO s CIIOCOOHA eCTh caMa? — yIpsiMO YBEPHYBIIUCH OT TIOJHOIICHUS,
MIOMHTEPECOBaJIaCh fl.

42



E. 3Be3gnas. «Wrpymka umneparopa»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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