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Yro Obl BB CTaJIU /I€JIaTh, OMHAXIb OYHYBIIKCH B HE3HAKOMOM JOME, U3 KOTOPOTrO
HeT Beixoaa? HemHorue 3amymeiBatoTCA HaJl STUM BOITPOcOM. BOT u Hatm repou
HUKOTJIA HEe JyMaJid, YTO C HUMU MOXET MPOU30MTH HEUTO MOI00HOe, TIOKA
OJHAXKBI HE OKA3AIMCh B HEU3BECTHOM MecTe. [IoHavary Bce Npearonokuiu, 4To
3TO YbA-TO HEXOPOIIAA IIYTKA, HO HECKOJIBKUX YaCcOB CITYCTS CTaJIM BOJIHOBAThCA.
JloM oKazasicsi He IMPOCTO 3arepT — BCE OKHA U JBEPH €ro ObUIM HATTYXO 3aJ105KEHBI.
A 3HAYUT, K TOSIBJICHUIO «TOCTEW» KTO-TO OCHOBATEIbHO NoArotoBwics. Ho KTo

Y 3a4eM MX 31ech 3anep? OTBET Ha 9TOT U MHOTUE JPYIUe BOIIPOCH IEpOSM
TOJIBKO MPEJCTOUT BBISICHUTD. A TIOKa OHU, NIEPETIOIHEHHBIE OTYaASTHUEM, TIBITAIOTCS
MOJHATHCSA Ha KPBIILY A0oMa U ocMoTpeTbesd. Ho 3Ty 3aaady OCHOKHAIOT 1
myratoiiasi 0OCTaHOBKa, U 3allyTaHHOE, CIIOBHO JJAOMPUHT, TIOMEILIEHUE, U
NepUOINYECcKOe TIOsIBJIEHME He3HaKoMIla B Macke. Bee 3T obcTosiTenbecTBa U
MIPOMCIIECTBUSI HE TOJILKO IMYTaloT TepOeB, HO U MPUUMHSIOT UM OOJIb U 1axke
crapaiotcst youTb. Tak cMOTyT Jiv repor BHIOpaThCsi?
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NBan bapunos, Imurpun JIun
JIoM ¢ 3aKpbITBIMH OKHAMH

I'nasa 1. IIpoOy:x/1eHue

Muxaun oTkpbul T1a3za. [onoBa Mmo-npekHeMy CHJIBHO KPYKWJach, a B3MJIsAI ObUT 3acCT/IaH
CILIOIIHOM TeJIEHOM, TO9TOMY OH HE MOT' PACCMOTPETh TO MECTO, IJle HaXoauTcs. Takoe coCTosIHUe He
OBLIO [/1s1 HEr0 YeM-TO HOBbIM. Beib ocieiHue HECKOIBKO MeCSI1IEB OH MOCTOSIHHO MPUKJIAIbIBAJICS
K OyTBUIKE, CYMTAS, YTO €r0 KU3Hb MPOIILIa BIYCTYIO.

B cBou TpuanaTh NATH JIET OH HY pa3y He ObLI KeHaT, J1a ¥ JIeTel y Hero Toxe He Obuto. ['oBo-
PUTH O TOM, YTO OH HEHOPMAJIbHBIH, ObUIO OBl HENMPABIJIBHO. Besib Kora-T1o oH Toxe moowt. Jiroou
OYeHb CHIILHO U UCKPEHHe, OTJaBasi CBOMM UYBCTBaM BCEro ceosl.

Ata UCTOpHUsI HavaJIach, Koraa Mwuiiie OpUT0 UyTh O0JIbIIIe ceMHaanaT. OHaXbl B IIKOJIE OH
BCTPETUJI KPACUBYIO JIEBYIIIKY, U €r0O Ceplie HAMOTHUIOCh TAKMMU YyBCTBAMU, KAKMX paHbIIIe OH HEe
UCTIBITHIBAIL. J[eByIIIKa OHAYATY OTBeYasla yXa)XXMBaHUSIM MAPHSI, OHAKO B CKOPOM BPEMEHHU pellinia
BOCIIOJIb30BAThCSI €0 YYBCTBAMU. 3aCTaBJIsisl BHIOIHATH BCE €€ MPUXOTU U MOXKeJaHUsl, CJIOBHO OH
ObL1 e€ urpymkoi. Beip oHa He UCHIBITHIBAJIA K HEMY B3aUMHOCTH, a MapeHb 10 CBOeW HAaUBHOCTU
storo He Bujesn. Crapascsl yroxaate Bo BceM M Beeraa. Ho oqHax sl AeByIKa BCTpETHIa APYroro
MapHs1, YTO OKa3aJcs Ha ee B3IIs ropasio AocToiiHee Muliu.

Tenepb OHa TBEpAO pelIndjia CTPOUTh OTHOIIEHUS C JAPYTMM 4eloBeKOM, a Muila okazascs
mvirHUM. W oHakAbl TpU BCTpeue JIeByIIKa rpyoo nporHaia ero. Ho u atoro el mokasanaoch Majio:
OHAa HaroBOPWJIA CTOJIBKO TUIOXOTO B ajipec MHUIIH, UTO ero cepille He BhIAEePKaIo U pa3OmIoch Ha
MesiKkie Kycouku. OH HaBcer/ia yTpaTui Bepy B keHIuH. M Tenepb, BCTpeyast HOBYIO IEBYIIKY, Muiiia
cpa3y BCIIOMMHAJI O CBOEH NIepBOI U eIMHCTBEHHON HeylIauHOU JTI0OBH, TIpeJIoarasi, 4to U 3/1ech
Bce OyZieT TOYHO Tak ke. OH peln, 4yTo Bce KEHIIMHBI OIMHAKOBBI, U TAKOE YYBCTBO, KaK JIOOOBb,
YM HEJJOCTYITHO, BO BCEM OHM BUJISAT JIUIIb KOPbICTHBIE UHTEpechl. OT 3Toro Muxau pemu 3ary-
IIUTh CBOM KEeJIAHWsI U3yUYE€HHEeM HayK — He COBCEM TPaJMIMOHHBIX. BoJibllie Bcero ero npuBiieKaiu
OKKYJIbTHBIC HAYKH, BEJlb TEMHbIE CHJIbI MOTJIH IPEIOKUTh OYeHb MHOTOE, 1A0BI OTOMCTUTDb HEYTOJI-
HBIM JIIOISIM.

OpnHako Muxaui He ObUT yBEPEH, UTO MIOCTYIAET MPABUIILHO, TOSTOMY IPUMEHSTD Ha ITPAKTHKE
CBOM 3HAHUS HE pelascs.

Ero e apy3bst ObUTH C 3TUM KaTerOPHUYECKH HE COIJIACHBI, CUUTAsI, YTO HEOOXOIUMO 3aHAThCS
MPAKTUYECKON 4yacThio. [1oaToOMy MpH KaskJI0M yIOOHOM Cllyyae OHM Ipelarajiv 3TO cenaTh, HO
Muxann coMHeBaJICsl, OTTATMBAsE STOT MOMEHT Kak MOKHO Aajbiie. JIuiis no Beyepam, OCTaBIIUCh
OJIVH B CBOEW KBApTUPE, OH OTKPBIBAJI OJHY U3 JIOOMMBIX KHUT IO OKKYJbTHBIM HAyKaM U MHUCTH-
U3MY, TIOTPYX)asCh B IIyOb 3TOrO MPEKPACHOTO U, KAK OH CYMTAJ, BAXHOIO YTeHUs1. 3a0biBast 000
BCEX MPOSIBJICHUSIX JIIOOBU KaK YyBCTBA.

Koneuno, nmonavyamy Muiily 3TO He Tak CHJIBHO PacCTpaMBajio, HO OJHAXK/IbI, TPOCHYBILUCH
yTPOM, OH OCO3HAJI OYEeHb BaXHBIA aCMEKT: BCE €ro Ipy3bsl yKe 003aBEUCh CEMbSIMU U JIETHMH, a
OH... YTO OH CMOKET OCTaBUTh IocJie ceds?..

Bce 310 cHIIBHO ero paccTpousio, 3aTPOHYB caMble TIIYOOKHE YyBCTBA, KOTOpBIE OH JIONTOE
BpeMs jiepxkai rnpu cede. OH ObUT HACTOJIBKO OOECKYpaXeH, UTO B3sUT OJIMH U3 KPEMKUX HAIMTKOB
Y CTaJ] TOMUTbh CBOM SMOLIMU HA JTHE IPaHEHOro crakaHa. [1oaToMy nepuoanyecku Mmpochnalics B
MOJIOOHOM COCTOSIHUM, ¥ KOHEYHO, MMEJT OOJIBITION OITBIT OOPHOBI C HYIM.

Muiia punogHSUICA Ha OJHOW PyKe W OCTOPOXHO TOILIenal ceOsl 1Mo meKaM, TeM CaMbIM
MBITasiCh pa3OyAUTh CBOE cIisiliiee co3HaHue. M 3T0 eMy yaasioch — yepe3 MrHOBEHHeE IJ1a3a CMOIIU
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pa3IMIUThL HeOOJNBIIE OTOHBKH. A ellle Yepe3 MrHOBEHHE OH YBH/E/ MaJICHbKHE CBETUJIPHUKU B
BUJIe CBEUEH, YTO BHCE/IM Ha CTeHaX HEU3BECTHOTO JIOMa U OCBEIAIN TIPOCTPAHCTBO.

— WHTepecHo, Kyaa 3To MeHsI 3aHecI0? — XpUTUIBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3asl OH U CeJl Ha KOJICHH, TIpU
9TOM OOHSIB CBOIO TOJIOBY 0OerMHU pykamu. OHa MO-TIpeKHEMY KPYKHJIach, IIOTOMY, 3aKPhIB I71a3a,
Muima cocperoTounICcs.

N3-3a Takoro cocTosiHUS MOAHATHCS HA HOTY HE TMOMyJasiock. [109TOMY OH peluI MombITaThCst
MIPUTIOMHUTb TTOCTIEIHUAE COOBITHS, YTO MOTJIM ITPUBECTH €0 B 3TO CTPAHHOE MECTO.

Muxaui cocpeioToumIcs, Hanpsirast naMsaTh. OH MOMHIJI, KaK TIPUIIIeST JOMOW, CeJl 3a CTON U
MPUCTYIHJI K yxkuHY. [ToToM 3a3BOHMI TesiepOH, B KOTOPOM pasjiajics royioc xopoiiero apyra Cep-
rest, ¥ TOT MPEAJIOKUI CIIAYIOIAM BEUEPOM CXOIUTh Ha KJIAIOUITe U HAKOHEI IPUCTYIUTD K MTPaK-
THKe. 3aHATHCS BBI30OBOM JIEMOHA — JieMOHA HOuM. MwuIiia, KOHEYHO, He cpa3y, HO BCe e COTIachIICs,
peIuB, YTO BpeMsl ICHCTBUTENILHO MPUIILIO. [103TOMY, TIONTOKUB TetedOH, OH JOCTA U3 XOIOIMITh-
HUKa OXJIAKIEHHYIO OyTBUIKY, HAJTUJI U3 Hee B CTaKaH.

Ha sTom BocnoMuHaHus1 0OpbIBAJIMCh. MUXar BHOBb COCPEOTOYMIICS ¥ TIOTIBITAJICS BCTIOM-
HUTh YTO-TMOO eIlle, HO BCe OBbUIO TINETHO, BOCTIOMUHAHUSI OOpHIBAIUCH. «Heykenu s Tak CHUIIBHO
HAIUJICS, YTO He TIOMHIO, Ky/ia 3a0peni?» — MeJIbKHYJIO y Hero B rojioBe. TyT OH IMOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
HavyaJ 3aMep3aTh HOTM. MUXawi OTKPBUT I71a3a, U YBUJIEI IMOJ] COOOM Cephlil XOIOMHbBIN OETOHHBIN
nojt. 3peHue MOCTEeNeHHO CTaJIO MOACTPAUBAThCS TMOJ] CYMPAYHBI CBET, 1 OH CMOT Pa3JIM4UTh Ha
TOJTy KaKKe-TO JIMHUH, BBHITOJTHEHHbBIE M3 MAJICHBKOU TUTUTKU. «BO3M0OXHO, — IOyMa oH, — KOra-To
9Ta TUIMTKA ObLJIa I[BETHAs, TETIeph JKe OHA CTaJla TAKOTO CepPOro, XOJOHOIO IBETa, KaK M €€ XO35IHH.
[Touemy xo3sun?..» He Haiifs oTBeTa Ha 3TOT Bonpoc, Muxaui penivi BCTaTth U ocMOTpeTbest. Ory-
CTUB PYKH, OH OCTOPOXKHO Havasl MOTHUMAThCS. [Ipy 3TOM eMy MPUXOIUIOCh ONUPAThCS HAa XOJIOJ-
HYI0, Oe3KU3HEHHYIO cTeHy. OKOHUATeIbHO MpuU/s B ceds M BCTaB, MuXaw pelii BHUMATETbHO
OCMOTpeTh noMeleHre. Tem OoJiee YTo K TOMY MOMEHTY IJ1a3a MOACTPOMIITUCH K 3[EIITHEMY CYMpPaKYy.

[lepBoe, uTo OH yBHjEN, — HEOONBIIOE 3albUICHHOE 3€PKajio, KOTOPOE JOCTATOYHO JIABHO
BHcesio Ha cTeHe. OnpeieuTh 9TO ObUIO HECTIOKHO, TaK KaK Ha 3epKaJie JIexkKasl TOJICTHIA CJIOM IMbLTH.
OH mopo11eN K HeMy U, MPOTepeB PyKOH IMbLIb, YBUIET IPyOOe JIUIO YeJIOBeKa, JTIOOAIIETO BBITUTS.

«Jla, — B3JIOXHYJI OH, — Bpa4yd Be/lb MTPaBIy TOBOPST: BOJKA U3 YeJIOBeKa JieaeT 00e3bsHy». B
3epKaJjie OTPaxayoch OIyXIlee, C MOBUCIIIMMU MEIITKaMU TIOJT IIa3aMH JIUIIO, TIOPOCIIiee TBYX JTHEBHOM
IIeTHHON. MUXaus1 mpoBeJT JIaJOHBIO TI0 KOTIoUeMY TIOIOOPOIKY.

«Jla, Mumia. TeGe Hao cpodHO OpocaTh MUTH, — CKa3aJl OH BCIYX, paccMaTpuBast ceOsl. — A To
3aKOHYMIIIb CBOH BEK Ie-HUOYAb 0[] 3200pOM UJIM B CTOYHOW KaHABE».

[Tocne 3Toro oH HeBeceslo XMBIKHYJI M TIOBEPHYJICS B TPOGUIIb.

BbuIo BUJIHO, UTO y HEroO yKe HaYMHAET MOSBIAThCS KUBOT. Ero yepHas ¢pytoonka ¢ meHTa-
rpaMMOl BO BCIO TPyIdb HEMHOTO BBIIMPAET BIiepe/ B 00JMacTH XMBOTA. MHMIlIa CHOBA TIOBEPHYJICS
JIMILIOM K 3epKajly U OmJIsies ceOsl ¢ HOT JIO TOJIOBBI. Ero uepHble KOPOTKO MOJACTPUKEHHBIE BOIOCHI
ObuH B IbUTA. OT 3TOr0 OHM Ka3aJuch nocepeOpeHHbIMU. YepHas KokaHas KypTKa Takxke Oblia BCs
McravkaHa B mbu. CHHUME JKMHCHI OKa3aJIMCh MIOPBaHHBIMK Ha KoJieHs1X. Cepble KPOCCOBKHU (hPUPMBI
«Reebok» Toxe ObLIM MOpPBaHbI.

«Bot uept, — B3gOXHYT MuXami, — 3T0 MOU caMble JIIOOMMbIE KPOCCHI, KYIUICHHBIE 32 TPH
ThICSTUM pyosieii! Ax!» — MaxHyJ OH pyKOM, OTBEPHYBIIIUCH OT 3epKaJa.

Terepb OH pelmcs OrIsAAeThCS U TIOHATH, TJie HaxoauTcs. Ha cTeHe HampoTUB HEro BHUCEIU
TPU MOJCBEYHUKA C JUTAHHBIMU JIAMITOUYKaMU B Bujie cBed. OJTHAKO UX CBET ObUT HACTOJIBKO TYCKJIBIM,
YTO C TPYJOM MOXKHO OBIJIO Pa3mIIseTh CTeHY BOKPYr Hux. [TosTomy Muxaus nomoresn noomke u
cTay pa3risasBaTh oOou. Ha ux 3eeHoBatoM (hoHe POXOIuIIa 30JI10Tasi OJTMBKOBAsi BETBb, KPACHBO
OOBHBAIOINAs TAKYIO ke 30JI0TYI0 TpoCTh. Ha moy Jiexan JAJMHHBINA KOBep HEMOHATHOro IBeta. B
9TOM CyMpake HeJb3sl ObUIO pacCMOTpPETh ero PUCYHOK. Jla M HMKaKuX MOMETOK BUIHO He ObLIO,
OJIHAKO OKpY’XaioIiasi 0OCTAHOBKA Ha MOMHWJIA €My MY3elHYI0 apXUTeKTypy. TOMbKO 31ech ObLIO
HEeeCcTeCTBEHHO THXO. He ObUIO CITBIIIIHO HUKAKWX 3BYKOB, Make CBETUJIbHUKU HE M3/IaBaJId CBOETO
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MIPUBBIYHOTO JIEKTPUUYECKOTO KyKkKaHUs. [I0TONOK ke BOOOIIe OKa3ajcs He BUAEH, ThMa, CJIOBHO
HEMPOHUIIAeMBbIil KOBEp, CKpbLIa ero. «OkHa», — MPOHeCI0Ch B roioBe Muxausa. OH cTaj ocMarpu-
BaThCsl 10 CTOPOHAM, HO He CMOT HalTH ux. OIHaKo, TIOTHSB TOJIOBY BBEPX, OH YBUEN, UYTO OKHA
pacronarajiyuch Topasio BbIIE, YeM JOJDKHBI, IOUTH IO/l CAMBIM MOTOJIKOM, IJie ThMa CKpajblBajia
ux Bepxymku. [Ipy 3ToM OHM ObLIM 3aTSHYTHI YEPHOM, CJIOBHO HOUb, HEMPOHHUIIAEMOU TKaHbIO, YTO
CKpbIBAJIA YJMILy, HE 1aBasi IPOHUKHYTh HA €IUHOMY JIyYHKY CBETA.

Muiia TyT ke XJIOMHYJ cedsl 0 KapMaHy M 3aJie3 pyKOW BHYTpb, HO HE HaIlleJl TaM CBOETO
MoOusbHOTO Tesiedona. Torna oH AepHy pyKy, OOHaXxast 3arsiCTbe, M 00JIErYeHHO B3JIOXHYJI, YBHUICB
TaM JOOMMbIe MeXaHn4decKre yachl. OHM OYeHb MACCUBHO CMOTPEJIUCh Ha €r0 pyKe, TaK Kak ObLIH
CIIeJIaHbI 3 CepeOPUCTOro MeTalia, ¢ OOJBIITMM YepHbIM g epOIaToM, Ha KOTOPOM ObLIT HAPHCOBAH
YyeJioBeueckuid yeperl. Yackl MoKa3blBaIM ABaAIaTh MUHYT 1sitoro. «Huuero cee, KoTopslil vac. 51
TaK pPaHO HUKOI/IA HE TPOCHINAJICS», — TPOMEJIBKHYJIO B €r0 TOJIOBE, U OH IIHUPOKO 3eBHYIL.

UYro 310 32 MecTo, Muxamt He 3Hajl, HO 10 OOCTAaHOBKE MPEAINONIOKIUI, YTO 3TO, CKOpee BCEro,
Kakou-HUOyIb My3ei. [IpaBaa, HEM3BECTHO, KAKMM 00pa30M OH 3/IeCh OKa3aJiCs, — TOTOMY OH Ipe/I-
TIOJIOXKIUJT, YTO HEOOXOIMMO BHIOpAThCsI, TIOKA HE MPHIILIA OXpaHa M He BbI3Basa Mojuumio. Beas emy
COBCEM He XOTeJIOCh OKa3aThCsl 32 PEeIleTKOM. [la M BCIOMHHTB, KAKMM 00pa3oM OH 371eCh OKa3ascs,
ObUT0 3aTpynHUTeNbHO. HO Bee ke B miyOuHe nymu Muina Hajiesyics, 4To Bce OOOILIOCh BIIOTHE
3aKOHHBIM 00pa3oM. BOT TOIbKO OBUIO ellle OTHO HEMAJIOBaKHOE 0OCTOATEICTBO. MUXanI HUKOT/Ia
He OBbUT TPYCOM, U TIOTOMY He COOMpAJICS TIepeKUBaTh WM BOJTHOBATHCS IO MOBOAY TOTO, IJIe OKa-
3asicst. OHAKO, BOMIPEKH ero HOpMaJIbHOM JIOTHKE, C TEJIOM IMPOUCXOAMUIIO HEeUTo cTpaHHoe. Hewcro-
BOE YyBCTBO yXKaca 3acTaBJIsJIO ero Hanpsrarbcsi. CJIOBHO BOT-BOT MOSIBUTCSI HEKTO U YOBET €ro.

— Yero 310 co MHOI? — yauBwiIcsa Muxawi, ocMaTpuBasi CBou pyku. — HaBepHoe, crout 3akaH-
YHMBATh C MbSTHCTBOM, a TO TaK HEJIONTO ¥ YepTeld yBUAETh. A TaM, Kak OOBIYHO, IOPOra TOJIBKO B OJHO
MECTO, 3aKpHITOro Tuna. — OH HeBeces0 YCMEXHYIICS U elle pa3 ocMoTpencs. — MOXeT, 31ech Tak
CIIEIUATIBHO CJIEJIAaHO, YTOOBI CO3/1aTh MPAYHYIO U 3JI0BEIYI0 OOCTaHOBKY, 1aObl HAIyTraTh JIIOOOTO,
KTO Boiiner? Hanpumep, 31ech MOTYT OKa3aThCsl MPEAMETHI U3 CPEHEBEKOBbsI, KOTia ObLIIO OrpOM-
HOE KOJIMYECTBO YOMICTB, MHOKECTBO BE/IbM U IPYTUX MUCTUYECKUX CYIIECTB, — MPEATOIOKIII OH,
OTOH[Is OT CTeHBl. B TakoM cymMpake pasriisiaeTb HA BXOJ, HU BBIXOJ ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHO. A ITyraio-
I1asi TUIIMHA JaBUJIA Ha ero Y. EMy ocTaBaioch TONBKO OJHO: BBICTABHB PYKH BIIEpell, OH OCTO-
POXXHO CTaJl COBepIarh marv. Yem [Jaspllie OH Iel, TeM MpadHee CTaHOBUIOCh. Ho OH mpomomkat
JBUTAThCSI CKBO3b TEMHOTY, CJIOBHO CKBO3b TYCTOM TyMaH. W BApyr ero pyka HaTKHYJach Ha 4TO TO
TBeproe. CeKyH/IHBII MCITYT 3aCTaBIJI €0 OTAEPHYTh PYKY Ha3aj, HO, IPUCMOTPEBUINCH, MuIlia yBU-
Aen MpOOUBAIOIIMIACS TYCKJIBIA JIyYHK CBETa B TOM MeECTe, TJie JOJKHA ObITh 3aMOYHAsl CKBaXKUHA.
Muixann npucenu 3arisiHyI B 3To otBeperre. U yBuzen tam cieayiomnyio koMHary. [locie 3Toro on
cpasy yCIOKOWJICS U, HAIIlyTaB pydKy, nmoBepHy1. Ho Koria oH Bolen B 3Ty ABEpb, TO YAUBUIICS €11le
cusibHee. DTOT KOPUI0p OKa3aJicsl HAMHOTO JIyIlie OCBEIIIeH, YeM MpeablayIas KOMHATa, 3/1eCh ObLIN
BCE Te e 000M, Te ke MOJICBEYHUKH yKe BO BCIO CTEHY, TOJILKO TeMephb BIOJb CTEH CTOSIJIM BBICOKHUE
KepaMUYeCKHe Ba3bl, Kak IPEANooKui1 Muxani, u3 kuraiickoro ¢gapdgopa. 1o npearonoKeHue OH
chesajl, UCXOAsl U3 HETIOHSITHBIX HepOrigOB, YTO ObUIM Ha HUX HAHECEHBI.

— Jla 9to ke 3TO 3a MecTo Takoe?! — He BbIAepKajl OH U CHJIbHO TOITHYJI HOTOM, 3aCTaBUB CTOSIB-
IIYIO PSIIOM Ba3y MOMIATHYTHCS U C TPOXOTOM YIIACTh Ha TOJI, Pa3JIeTeBIINCh HA MAIEHbKHE KyCOUKH.

Muxaun TyT ke CTal O3UpaThCs MO CTOPOHAM, MOHMMAsi, YTO CKOpee BCEro ero JerCTBUs
3a(pMKCUPOBAIM KaMepbl, KaKMe €CTh B KQKJAOM My3ee. A 3HAUUT, ero MOTyT JKaTh OOJIbIINE MPO-
OJIeMBl.

— 41 npuHOIITY CBOM M3BMHEHUSs1, — MUXanI MOCMOTpeNT CHaYaJla B OIUH YroJl TIOTOJIKA, TOTOM
B JIPYTOM, , TSKEJO CIJIOTHYB, J00ABII — S He XOTel HUYero pa3ouBarh, U 00s13aTeIbHO BO3MEIILY
ymiep0. .. Kak Tonpko Haiity BHIXOLI.

[Nocrne 3TOro OH Ce Ha KOPTOUKHU U IPUHSIICS COOMPATh TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT Basbl. U BApyT U3-
3a CTEHBI OCIIBIIIAIICS Yel-TO UCIYTaHHBIA KPUK, CJIOBHO OT CHJIbHOM OoJi. PazoOpark, 4T0 MIMEHHO
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KPHYaJI 3TOT roJIoc, ObLIIO HEBO3MOXHO, HO TIO TOHY MOKHO OBUIO TIOHSITh, YTO OH HATIOJIHEH CTpajia-
HUEeM. Muxania MOMEHTaJIBHO Bce OpPOCHIT M TTOAJIeTeN K CTeHEe, PYKABIIKMCh YXOM K UyTb MPOXJIaj-
HBIM 000siM. Ho TaMm yske He ObUIO CIIBIIIIHO HU €JMHOTO 3ByKa. CKOJBKO OH HU TBITAJICS TPUCITY-
11aThCsl, BCE OKa3aJ10Ch HarnpacHo. [1oaToMy, MpocTosB e111e HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, OH ITPUILIES K BHIBOALY,
YTO 32 CTEHOU MTPOCTO T'YJIsIET BETEP, KOTOPbIN U CO3JaeT TaKOW CTPaHHBIN 3(PPEKT.

3TO HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUJIO €T0, TOTOMY, COOpaB OCKOJIKH OT Pa3OMTON Ba3bl U CIIOKHUB UX aKKY-
paTHO B Ky4YKy y CTeHbl, Muxaui pelw ABUratbcs ganeiie. [Ip 3ToM OH NOHMMAaJ, YTO HYKHO
HAWTH JIECTHHILY, TaObI CITyCTUTBCS HA TIEPBBIN STAX U BHIATH Yepe3 ITIaBHbIN BBIXOM. A TaK Kak JApy-
TUX IMyTel He ObLJI0, OH HAIPABHWJICS MPSMO IO M3BUIMCTOMY KOPUAOPY, UTO, CIIOBHO 3Mesl, TOCTO-
SIHHO CBOPAuMBaJj TO B OJHY, TO B IpYyrylo cTOpoHy. OT 3TUX MOBOPOTOB y Muxausa CcTajo CKJabl-
BaThCs BIEYATICHNE, YTO OH XOAMT IO JUTMHHOMY JJAOMPUHTY, KOTOPOMY HET KOHIIA U Kpasl.

Ho Bapyr oH ocTaHOBWIICS BO3JIE IEPEBSHHON IBEPH, B KOTOPYIO OBUIO BpPE3aHO OOJIBIIIOE OKHO,
OTKYJa MOXHO ObLJIO pa3iWYUTh MHOXKECTBO CTYIEHEH, OMHUMAIOIIUXCS BBEPX U CITYCKAIOLIUXCS
BHU3. «Hy, HAKOHEII-TO», — MPOHECIIOCh Y HETO B TOJIOBE, U OH, KpaliHe I0OBOJIbHBINA CBOEH HaXOIKOM,
BBILIET 32 JBEPb.

Tenepb Muxaus CTOSIT Ha JIECTHUYHOH TUIOIIAKE, KOTOpasi Obljla BHINOJIHEHA B COBPEMEHHOM
crusie. Psom ¢ Bepbio pacrnionarajiach HeOombInas MeTauIM4yecKasl ypHa, TOKpallieHHasi B CUHUN
1Ber. CTeHbl TaKXe JI0 CepelMHbl ObUTH TIOKPHITHI 3€IEHOM KPACKOM. A BbIIIE — MIPOCTO MOOETEHBI.
Bce 310 MrHOBEHHO YCIIOKOMIIO €r0, OKOHYATENIbHO YOSJUBIIHA B TOM, YTO 9TO TOYHO MY3€Hl.

OpHako, MPOKPYTUB B COZHAHUU BCE U3BECTHBIE €My MYy3€H, KOTOPbIX OKa3aJOCh HE TaK YK U
MHOI'O, OH HE CMOI' IPUIIOMHUTb HUYEro noxoxero. Iloaromy, pemms, 4To ypoBeHb €ro pa3BUTHS
JaJIeKo He ujeasieH, ycrnokowics. OHaKo He ycIiesl OH OTOWTH OT IBEPU, KaKk HEUYTO CTPAaHHOE IpH-
BJIEKJIO €r0 BHUMaHKe. PS0M co cTeHoM, Ha TIOTy Jiexkall HeOOJBIIOW MyTHO-OeIbIi TipeMeT. «YTo
3T0?» — MPOHECIIOCH B TOJI0Be MUIIIK, ¥ OH TYT e MOOIIE MO0 MKe, B3B 3TOT peaMeT B pyku. Ho
CTOMUJIO €My HEMHOI'O MPUIJISIIETHCS, KaK €ro TeJIO pe3KO MepeJepHyJIOCh, a IPEAMET MOJIeTeN Ha3a/l
Ha non. «Horots... Her! Dtoro He Moxer ObITh!» — B3BOJTHOBAHHO MoaymMai Muxaui, CKOJIb3HYB
B3[JISLIOM 110 HU3Y CTEHBI, IJIe HEJaBHO JIeKal TOT IpeAMeT. TaM BUIHENIOCh HECKOJIBKO MPSAMBIX
CBETIBIX JIMHUIA. UTO 3TO OBLIO, OH Cpa3y MOHsLI, ¥ CWIIBHO ykacHyics. Ho cromno eMy MOpPrHyTb,
KaK BCE MOMEHTAJIbHO UCTIapUJIOCh.

— Tak! HyxHo B35Th ce0s1 B pyku. — CrienaB rimyOOKUi BOOX, MuIlia yCIIOKOUJICS U CTaJl CITyC-
KaTbcsl BHU3. HO BAPYr Ha HECKOJIBKO MPOJIETOB BBIIIE Pa3aJiCs MUIETIOK, CJIOBHO HEUTO OOJBIIOE 1
TSDKEJIOE YIayo Ha MOJl.

[Ipu 3TOM KTO-TO MOCTOSIHHO OTKPBIBAJ M 3aKpbIBaJl IBEPb, 3aCTaBJIsIsl HE CMa3aHHbIE NETIN
ckpuneTh. Takxke B 3TOM IIyMe MOXHO ObLJIO pa3IMYUTh IIary — Mard OOBIYHOTO yesioBeKka. YUto oH
TaMm Jesajl, Muxaui He MOHUMaJl, HO 3TO CHJIBHO BCTPEBOKUIIO €T0.

OpnHako, coOpaB BCIO CBOIO CMEJIOCTb, OH PEIHI OTHATHCS U MOCMOTPeTh. [1pH 3TOM OH Heco-
MHEHHO HUCIIBITHIBAJI IPOTUBOPEYHS: BEllb, C OJHON CTOPOHBI, HOBbIE JIIOJX MOIVIM MOJICKa3aTh, Kak
OTCIOZIa BBIUTH U BOOOIIE OOBSICHUTD, IJIe UMEHHO OH HAXOTUTCS.

Ho, ¢ npyroii cTopoHbI, HE3HAKOMEI] MOXKET OKa3aThCsI COBCEM He JPYKETI0OHBIM MIIM BOOOIIE
KaKMM-HUOY/Ib 0cOO0 OonacHbIM OaHAUTOM. Bee 9Ti coMHeHus CHThHO aBmii Ha Munry. Ho 3xapa-
BbIIl CMBICJT OKOHYATEJIHHO B351J1 BEPX, U, B3SIBILIMCh OJHON PYKOH 3a NepuJia, OH HAITPaBUJICS Ha IIIyM.

YyBCTBO caMOCOXpaHEHUsI HE OTIYCKaJIO HAIllero reposi, U OH, Hai[is B KapMaHe JJTMHHBII
KJIIOY OT rapaxa, Kperko cxkaJj ero B ceoei agoHu. Ho, HecMoOTps Ha 3Ty MHUMYIO 3aIlUTYy, HAIlpsi-
’K€HHE MOCTOSIHHO BO3pacTaso. MuIia cunTai KaxkIylo CTYIIEHbKY, U HE OTPbIBasiCh CMOTpPEJT BBEPX,
IBITAsICh YBUJETh HApYIIUTENsl TUIIMHBL. HO Korja oH mogHsIcs Ha HYKHbIA 3Tak, TO YBUAEN, U4TO
TOT MOMPOCTY MYCT. DTO €lIe CUIIbHEE 03a/1auMjio €r0, a B IOJIOBE MPOHECIACh MBIC/Ib O TOM, UTO
eMy Bce IIPOCTO MoKa3anochk. «Kaxercs, s CX0Ky ¢ yMa», — IPOHECIIOCh B €ro IojioBe, U, MaxHyB
PYKOW, OH pelluJ HallpaBUTbCS Ha3a/l, BHU3 110 JiecTHULE. Kak BApyr 3a 1Bepblo, UTO pacrnosiarajiach
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HEMHOTO BIIEPEAU, YTO-TO IPOMBIXHYJI0. MUXans TyT ke COCPEAOTOUMIICS U, BHOBb CKaB CBOE OpY-
1€, pe3KO IIarHyJs1 BHYTpb.

B nyimHHOM KOpHAOpe, KOTOPBIN KaK ABE KarlTi BOAbI ObUT MMOXOX HA TPEIbIIYIINIA, OH YBUIET
napHs. Ha HeckoJbKO CeKyH 1 OH ONennyI oT HeoxkuaanHocTu. Ho, mpuns B ceOst, ucrbiTain pagocTh —
Be/Ib Y HETO HAKOHEII-TO MOSIBUJIACh HaJlexkJa OTciofa BeIOpaThesi. Muxaw noforiesn K napHio. Ha Bug
TOMY OBLIO JIET JBAIATh, IBA/ALATH MATh. Ero IJIMHHBIE YepHBIE BOJIOCHI, COOpaHHBIE C3a11 B XBOCT,
OBbLTM TIOKPBITH TOHKUM cJioeM Mbiii. Onier oH ObUT B cBafieOHbI KOCcTIoM. «CTpaHHO, — YIUBHUIICS
Muxaunn. — C Kakux 3T0 MOp y HaC B My3esiX UrpaioT cBaabObl? W ecnu OH KeHuX, TOrja Tie ke
HeBecta? [la BooOIIe, kakas pasHuiia! MHe HY)KHO BBIXOJ HAWTH, a 51 000 BCAKOU epyHJIe Tymaro!»

— 3apaBCTBYiiTE, — OO IS MOOIMIKE, CKa3asl Muxani, 3aCTaBUB MTAPHS B3IPOTHYTh OT HEOXKH-
JaHHOCTH M 3aMepeTh Ha OfHOM MecTe. — $1 XoTen Obl MOMHTEPECcOBaThCs, TIe 3[eCh HaXOAUTCS
BBIXO[1? — IPOOIAUI Muxauit.

[TapeHb TAXkeNO CIJIOTHYJ, U OYEHb OCTOPOXKHO MOBEPHYJICS JIMIIOM. Y HEro OKas3ajoch Ipa-
BWJIbHOE, KPACHUBOE, TIOUTH KEHCTBEHHOE JIMII0. V1 Oosblie Kapue 11a3a ¢ MOTepsSIHHBIM B3[JISAOM.
Ha MraoBeHue eMy 1okasasnoch, 4To napeHb, CIOBHO KOTEHOK, OKa3aJiCsl B HEM3BECTHOM MeCTe 1 ObLT
OYEHb CUJILHO HAITyTaH.

—41... g He 3HaI0, — OTBETUJI TOT, POOKO OIJISIIBIBASICH TIO CTOPOHAM.

— A Torja Kak ke Bbl 3[IeCb OKa3aJIUCh? — yAUBUJICS Muxaui.

— 41... 4 He 3HaI0, — MTApEHb MPOJOIKAJ YHBUIO OCMaTpUBaTh NOMEIlEHHE, 3aCTaBUB Muxania
elle CUJIbHEee yIMBUThCA U NpU3aayMarhes. Beap Muiia HU4Yero He IOMHWI O TOM, KaK 3/1€Ch OKa-
3aJCs. .. U, KOHEYHO ke, C KEM UMEHHO MOI' OKa3aThCsl, TOXKE HEe 3Hajl. A BAPYI 3TOT NapeHb BUepa
ObLJI C HUM, Y TIO3TOMY MOKET €r0 BCIOMHUTD?

— WMHTepecHo, a Bbl BoOOIIE 4TO-HUOYAb 3HaeTe? — MOMHTepecoBajicsi Muilla, BHUMATEIbHO
paccmarpusas napHs. — Hanpumep, kak Bac 30ByT?

— He Hano nymars, 4TO sl KAKOM-TO YMCTBEHHO OTCTAJIBIN, — PE3KO BO3pa3uJ napeHs. — M 30ByT
MeHs1 AJIeKCeil, HO Tie 51 M KaK TyT OKazaJjcs, He 3Hato. [Ipocto ounysncs u...

— MunyTy. — Muxaunn npepsaj napHs U, PUILLYPUB OJIMH IJ71a3, CIPOCIL: — TO eCThb Thl XOUelllb
CKa3aTb, YTO TOXKE HE 3HACIllb 3TOro Mecra’?

— Hy na, — o)uBWICS MapeHb U TOCMOTPEJT HE3HAKOMILY B IJ1a3a. — A BBl BOOOIIE KTO TaKOW?
W nouemy 3agaere Takue crpaHHble Bonpockl? YTo Bbl 31€ch nenaerte?..

— Cron, crom, cror. He Tak ObICTpO, — OCTAaHOBUJI €ro Mwuina, MOHMMasi, YTO MapeHb TOXe
HUYEro He 3HaeT. — 5 ¥ caM He 3Hal0, KaK 37ech OKazajics. [lyma, 4To Thl CMOXKEIIb MHE OObSICHUTD.
Ho nonyuaercs, TBoe NOsIBJIEHUE 3/1€Ch TaK K€ 3araJJOYHO, Kak U MOeE.

Tenepr Muxau yxe He ObUT TaK CIIOKOEH, BeJlb KOTrJJa B OJHOM MeCTe MOSIBJISIOTCS JBa COBEp-
IIIEHHO Pa3HbIX YeJIOBEKA U He 3HAIT O TOM, KaK TYT OKa3aJUCh, 3TO HE K AOOPY. A 3HAYMT, HYKHO
coOparbCst ¥ BMECTE IPOAOIKUTD MOMCKH BBIXO/A, Be/Ib HEM3BECTHO, KAKOBA MIPMYMHA UX MOSIBJICHUS
B 9TOM CTPaHHOM JIOME.

— 4 nymaro, 4TO TEpATh BpEMs HE CTOUT, — IIOCMOTPEB Ha AJiekces, cka3al oH. — [Ipenarao
OTIPAaBUTHCS BHU3 U MIOCTAPAThCS HANTU BBIXO.

AJnekceil c COMHeHUeM ocMOoTpelt Ha Muxaunsa, gymast 0 TOM, CTOUT JIM JOBEPATh HE3HAKOMILY
WJIM HET, TaT KaK POAMTENH C IETCTBAa TOBOPWIIN: «Yy:KUX CTOUT CTOPOHUTHCS — Be/lb HEU3BECTHO UTO
OHU 3agyMain». Ho, HecMOTpsI Ha NpeIoCTepEKEHUsI CBOMX POUTENIEH, KOTOpble AJIEKCel BIUTAI
C MOJIOKOM MaTepH, MapeHb MOHUMaJl, YTO B ITOM CTPAHHOM MECTE B OJMHOYKY HE CIIpaBUThCH. A
TaK OH, BOZMOXHO, CyMeeT JoOpaThCs 10 BHIXOIA U PACHPOIIATHCS C STUM CTPAHHBIM YETIOBEKOM,
KOTOPbII, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOIO HEOOBIYHYIO OJIEkKTY, BCE K€ BHYIIA JIOBEpHE.

— 41 Toxe Tak cuuTalo, — COMIaCUJICS MAPEHb U, OTOWS OT CTEHbI, 32 KOTOPYIO BCE BpeMs Aep-
JKaJsics, rojoes noosvke. — MeHs 30ByT Ajiekceil. A Bac Kak?

— Mens — Mumia. — Muxaui noxai pyky napHs 4, YIbIOHYBIIHCh, 100aBuI — Pacckaxu, 4to
MOMHHUIIIb TIOCJIETHEE, MOXKET, TOI/1a OMMEM, Ii€ HaXOIUMCH.
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[NapeHs, yabIOHYBIIHCH B OTBET, KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM M HAIIPABUIICS BMeCTe ¢ MuIliei Ha 3HaKOMYIO
JIECTHHULLY, CTaB PaccKa3blBaTh O TOM, YTO NoMHMII. Kak oka3zasiock, Asekceil MpOCHYJICS OKOJIO MOIy-
yaca Ha3aJl ¥ OYeHb CWJIbHO Niepenyraics. Beap Moogomy 4enoBeKy HUKOTAA paHblle HEe TPUXOIU-
JIOCh OKa3bIBaThCsl B HEM3BECTHOM MECTE, J1a €1Ie He MIOMHS, KaK OH MOT 371eCh OKa3aTtbcs. [loatomy
NapeHb 3alaHuKOBAJI, CTaB OeraTb MO BCEMY KOPHIIOPY B MOMCKax BbIxoga. VIMEHHO B 3TO BpeMms
Jlema yxutpuics HaJeaaTh MHOTO IITyMa, CBaJMBasi pa3Hble MPEIMEThl — Ba3bl, KAPTUHBI, U JIAXKe
KaKHe-TO TIOJIKH.

— A Korja nosaay MeHsl pasjajcs rojioc, To s elle CUJIbHEee Nepenyraics, — 3aKOHYUJI OH U,
MOCMOTpEB Ha Muiity, cipocui — A Bbl KaK 3/1€Ch OKa3aJIHCh?

— Hy, BO-1iepBbIX, HE BbI, a Thl. — MuXxanu ocMorpesn AJIEKCEI0 B Ila3a U, YBUJEB, KaK TOT
KMBHYJI B 3HAaK coIjlacus, IPOJOIKWI — § TOXe MPOCHYJICS B KOPUIOPE ITOro AoMa, U MepBoe, O
YyeM nogyMail, yto 31o mMyseil. [1oatoMy, Kak TOIBKO OCMOTpEICS, TO pelmil CIycTUThesl BHU3. Ho,
YCIIBIIIIAB XJIONIAHBE HABEPXY, MOAHSIICS U BCTpeTHT TeOs. Thl, KCTaTh, YTO MOMHUIIb TOCTIEAHEe,
nepesi TeM Kak 371eCh OUHYICcsA? A TO MOM BOCIIOMUHAHMS HE TIOMOIJIH.

—Iocnennee. .. — [TapeHb pe3KO OCTAHOBUJICS |, IPUJIOKUB PYKY Ko JI0Y, 3agymaics — Ha qasax
s KyJa-TO COOMpAJICs. .. KaKETCs, Ha MPa3HUK. .. Ha OOJIBIION MPA3JHUK. .. TOYHO, 3aBTPA K& MOsI
cBagpOa! — AJlekcell OYeHb CUIIBHO OKUBHJICS U, JIOBOJIBHBIN STHM BOCIIOMHUHAHHMEM, IOCMOTpEIT Ha
Muxaunna. OJJHaKO B 9TOT MOMEHT YJIbIOKA COIILIA C €ro JIa. — TOJIBKO BOT 51 HE 3HAI0, KAKOU CErOIHs
aeHb. U CKOJIBKO ¢ TOro MOMEHTA IMPOIILJIO BPEMEHHU. .. a BeJb MOsI HEBECTa, HABEPHOE, BOJIIHYETCS
Y UIIET MEeHs.

[TapeHs O04YeHb CHIIBHO CTajl HEpPBHMYATh, HO MHuIla MOJOIIEN K HEMY U, MOJOXHUB PYKy Ha
I1e40, CKa3al:

— ToI Tak He nepexuBai, Bce Oyaer xopoio. Bot ciyctumcst, y3HaeM, riae HaxoauMcsl, ¥ Toraa
ThI CMOXEIIIb BEPHYThCSI K CBOEH JTIOOMMOH.

ITH CcJI0Ba HEMHOTO YCTIOKOWIIY MapHs, aB eMy HaJleky Ha CKopeiliiee Bo3BpaleHue. Benp
HAaXOX/IeHWE B HEM3BECTHOM MeCTe, Jia ellle U C HEe3HAKOMBIMHU JoapMu i Jlemm ObUto coBceM
HEeoObIYHO. B cBOM ABajIaTh yeTelpe roga OH HU pa3y He OKa3bIBAICS B MOAOOHOW CHUTYyalluu, U
MO3TOMY ceiuac 4yBCTBOBaN ceOsl KpaliHe HanpsikeHHO. Ho ceiiuac ero ycrokamBasio JIMIIb TO, YTO
Muxann okazajcs Xopowmm vesioBekoM. 1o kpaitHell Mepe MapHI0 OYeHb CHIIBHO XOTEJNIOCh B 3TO
BEPUTb, BE/Ib B JaHHOW CUTYallUM OH CWJIBHO 3aBuces oT Muxawia. [Toatomy 10T, 10 MHEHUIO AJleK-
ces, POCTO HE MOT' OKa3aThCsl MJIOXUM.

TeM BpeMeHEM OHHM CIYCTHJIKCh JO KOHIIA JIECTHHIIB U, OTKPBIB JIBEPb, OKA3AJIUCh B HOBOM
KOPHUIIOpEe, KOTOPBIN OTJIMYAJICS OT ABYX MpeXHUX. CTeHbI 3/1ech ObUIM HE OIITYKATYPEHBI U OTKPHI-
BaIM OOHAXEHHYIO KJIAJIKy U3 KPAaCHOro Kupruya. TOJMBKO TYCKJIO CBETSIME MOJCBEYHUKH ObLIH
Her3MeHHBI. [loy Horamu Oosibilie He OBUIO HUKAKOTO KOBpa, OTYEro CTaJId BUAHBI HEOOJBIITNE Tpe-
IIMHBI, U3 KOTOPBIX TOpYasia MOXyXJas TpaBa. Muxauia OT 3TOro Buja MepeaepHyIIo.

— MoxeT, Mbl CIIyCTUJIMCh CJIMIIIKOM HM3KO U OKa3aJUCh B MoJBaje? — OCMaTpUBasich MO CTO-
poHaM, cripocuil AJeKceil.

— He 3nawo... CTpaHHO 3TO Kak-To, — 3aaymaicss Muma. — OObIYHO B MOABAaX HE JEJaioT
TAKMX MPSMBIX BXOIIOB, a TYT. .. MOXeT, KOHEYHO, OHO U TaK, HO sI BCE ke TMpe/1iaraio HEMHOTO OCMOT-
PeThCs ¥ IOTOM HavaTh MPOBEPSTH BCE ITAKH, UTO OYIYT BHIIIIE ITOTO.

Anekceit ooOpUTENILHO KMBHYJI, U OHU OTITPABMIIMCH MPSIMO TI0 KOPUIOPY, B KOHIIE KOTOPOTO
BUJIHEJIACh MeTaJUTNYecKas ABepb. KOHEYHO, HUKTO M3 HUX HE 3HAJI, OTKPHITA OHA WJIM HET, OJHAKO
MPOBEPUTH ObLTO HeoOXxoaUMO. [ToaTomy, momois K Hed, Muxans ObICTPO B3SUICS 32 PYUKY U C CHJIOH
pacnaxuyin. Ho 310 Toxe ObLT HE BBIXOJI, a OYEPEIHOM, elle Oosee UIMHHBINA KOPUAOp, MO CTEHAM
KOTOPOTO pacrojiarajiuch Jpyrue, Takue ke MeTajlnueckue asepu. Kopumop ke He ommyasics ot
MPEXKHEr0, U3 KOTOPOrO OHU TOJIBKO YTO BBIIILIH.

JleBatbcst OBLIIO HEKY/a, TIO3TOMY, MeperIsIHYBIIUCh, OHU OTKPBLIA NepBYIO aBepb. K nx ynus-
JieHuto, oHa Obuta He 3amepta. OIHAKO, OKA3aBIIMCh BHYTPH, OHU OCO3HAJIM, YTO TO OBUIO OOBIY-
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HOE TI0fICOOHOE TMOMEIICHUE, B KOTOPOM CTOSUTH OOJIBIIIHE, TIOJIOTHO 3aKPHITHIE ICPEBSHHbBIC AIIAKH.
KoneuHo, ux MOXHO OBLJIO OCMOTpPETb, Aa0bl TIOHATh, YTO TaM Haxoautcs. Ho, moHuMasi, 4to OHU
HaXoAsATCs He 'y ceOst JoMa, pedsTa pelmii STOro He Jesiarh.

— Jlymato, 4To Ham 37eCh JiesiaTh OOJIbIle HeUero, — HeyTeMTeIbHO cKa3zan Mua u, pa3sep-
HYBIIVCh, BBIIIEN Ha3an. — [Ipeaiaralo He ocMaTpuBaTh BCe OCTaJIbHBIE KOMHATHI, a Cpa3y OTIIpa-
BUTHCSI HA 3TAX BbIIIEe. MOXET, TaM HaM TOBe3eT OOJIbIIe, YeM 31eCh.

— 4 TOXe Ha 3TO HAaJIEI0Ch, — TSIKEJIO B3AOXHYJT AJIEKCEl, Belb €r0 HaJIeK bl Ha CKOPBIN BBIXO[]
TasM ¢ Kaxaou muHyTod. HO mapeHs crapaics He majgath gyxoM. OH CMOTpeT Ha pPeruTeTbHO
HACTPOSHHOro MHWIITy, ¥ 9TO MPUIaBaJIO MAPHIO CHUIL

Muxann xe, HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO TOXe ObUI pacCTPOSH ITOWM HAXOIKOMW, BCE PaBHO CTapasiCcs
HE MOKa3bIBaTh BUY. Beab OH MOHMMAT, 9TO AJIeKCel JIepXKUTCS TOJBKO Oarogapsi emy, ¥ eciid OH
ceifyac jact ciabuHy, TO TApeHb BOOOIIE MOTepsieT HACKAY U CIoMaeTcsl. A He TepsATh HaJICKIY
B HACTOSANIMI MOMEHT OBbLJIO caMoe TJIABHOE, TaK KaK BCE 3/IeCh MPOUCXOASAIIee OYeHb cTpaHHO. U
BJPYT MBICJIM MU ITpepBal Kakou-To HryM. OH pe3Ko OCTaHOBWJICS U IIPUHSICS OIVISABIBATHCS IO
CTOpOHaM, BRICMATPHBAst UCTOYHHK ITOTO ItymMa. OJJHAKO CKOJILKO OH HA CMOTpEJI, HUYEero CTPAaHHOTO
YBUIETh HE YIAJIOCh, TIO9TOMY, OCMOTPEBIIMCH, OH MPHJIOKUI YXO K MISPIIaBOM KUPITMYHON KIAJIKe,
U 3aTanJl IbIXaHUE.

—Yro? Yro Takoe? — ¢ uHTEpecoM crpocui Jlema, Ho Mumia npukan naier k rydoam. [Tpocross
B TaKOM ITOJIO’)KEHUH HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, OH HAYETO HE YCJIbIIIAI, OTOIE OT CTCHBI U, IOCMOTPEB HAa
MeperyraHHoro MapHs, J00aBUI:

— Hudero, MHe mpocTo mokazanock... — JlaBaii-ka ckopee BbIOEpeMCsl U3 3TOrO CTPAHHOTO
MecTa.

Tenepp 4yThe MuIM roBOpUIIO 0O OMACHOCTH, BOT TOJBKO O KaKOW MMEHHO, OH He 3Haul. [la
1 JKeJIaHUsI Pa300paThCsi COBCEM HE UCTIBITHIBAT, TIO9TOMY, YCKOPHB Iar, OHW HAIIPABUIIUCh K yKe
3HAKOMOW UM JIECTHUIIE.

[MogHsBIIMCH 1O HEW ¥ BOWIS B OYEPEIHYIO JIBEPb, OHM OKA3aJIMCh B HOBOM KOPHIOpE, KOTO-
pI)II;'I AOCTATOYHO CUJIBHO OTIMYAJICA OT NPEAbIAYLICTO. 3IICCI) BJOJIb CTEH CTOSJIN 6OJIbH_II/I€ TOPIIKH
¢ BeicoximmmMu pukycamu. CTeHbI ObLTM OKJICCHBI JKeATHIMUA 000SIMH, KaK TIOKa3aJI0Ch MApHAM, TIO]T
CBET TOJICBEUHUKOB. Ha 1oJty Jiexana KoBpoBasi IopoxKa. B TycKJIoM cBeTe Bce TeX Ke IMOJCBeYHH-
KOB, BUCEBIIIUX TI0 OJTHOM CTOPOHE, OH Ka3aJicsl KeJITO-Ceporo mpeTa. A Ha MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHON CTCHE
6I>UII/I PaCIIoIOKEHBI HECKOJIBKO KEJIE3HBIX )lBepeﬁ, BBITIOJIHEHHBIX B BUIE XYIIO)KGCTBGHHOI';I KOBKU. B
MOJIYMPAKE€ OHU Ka3aJIMCb MPAaYHbIMU U B TO K€ BPEMSA BEIINYCCTBEHHBIMU.

— Kaxercsi, 9T0 IMEHHO TOT 3Ta’K, YTO Mbl ICKAJIU, — CKa3asl Muxaui v, yIbIOHYBIIIUCh, PEIIU-
TEJILHO HaIlpaBWJICSA BIiepe]. AJIeKcel TOXe MOC/eI0Bal 32 HUM, NIEPETIOTHEHHbIN HaJIeXK IO Ha CKO-
pENIINIA BBIXO, HO BAPYT BIIEPEAN pa3Jaiuch Kakue-To maru. OHU TyT K€ OCTAHOBUJIMCH U TIPUCITY-
II1JTVCh.

— MoxeT, He CTOUT Ty/Aa XOOUTh? — MOMATUBIIKUCH Ha3a/l, cKa3an AJieKcel, ofHako Muxaui
OCTAHOBWUJI €T0, C/IeJIaB HeJJOBOJIbHBIN BUI. [lapeHb He 3HaI, YTO OTBETUTh, TIOITOMY IPOCTO TSIKEJIO
CIJIOTHYJT U TTOCITYIITHO CTaJI HaOJIO/IaTh 3a JEUCTBUAMU cTapiiero. Muila ke MmoJoIieT mooamke K
HEOCBEIIEHHON CTOPOHE CTEHBI U, TOCMOTPEB Ha MapHs, MaXHYJ PyKoOH. AJIeKCel MoceIoBall ero
[IpUMEPY, U TENEPh OHU OYEHb OCTOPOKHO JBUTAIUCH BIOJIb CTEHDL.

Tak OHUM MPOILIH OIHY IBEPH, TOTOM BTOPYIO, IOTOM TPETHIO, KaK BAPYT Ta, YTO ObLIA MO3a1
HUX, OTBOPUJIACh, ¥ U3 Hee BhIJIETEJ PhIKEBOJIOCHI MTApeHb BHICOKOTO POCTa M CIIOPTUBHOTO TEJIOCIO-
xeHuss. OH epkai B pyke HeOONBIIYO AePeBIHHYIO TAJIKy W, TIOCMOTPEB HAa HE3HAKOMIICB, 3aMaXx-
HYJICSI, CTapasiCh HAHECTHU ynap AJIeKcero, OJJHAKO TOT BOBpeMs COOOPa3WI U MPHUCET Ha KOPTOUKH.
JlyOnHKa yaapuiiack O CTeHY, YeM BOCIOJIb30Bajicss Muxawi, BHIOWB JEPEBSINKY U3 PYK MapHS, U
KHMHYJICSI B PYKOTIAIITHBIN OO.

PrbIKeBOIOCHTT HUKAK HE OXHUAAT TAaKOTO MOBOPOTA, HO MPH STOM ObUI JIOCTATOYHO CHJIECH, U
MI/IxaI/IJIy IMPUIIJIOCH OYCHDb TAXKEIIO. O)IHaKO OH INOHUMaAJI, YTO OCTaHaBJINBATbCs HEJIb351, U CXBATUB
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MPOTMBHMKA 32 TUIEYH, HEMHOTO TO/IBUHYJI ero Briepen. HezHakomer ObICTpO cOOOpa3il v, BHIPBAB-
LIMCh U3 pyK Muxauia, OTTOJIKHYJI €T0 B CTOPOHY, IIPY 3TOM YIapuB B IpyAb U OTKMHYB Ha3aj. [locie
3TOrO MOAJIeTeN K HeMy M, COMB C HOT, CeJl Ha HEro CBepXy, 3aHecs KyJIak HaJ| ero rojoBor. Muxaui
yXke coOpajics 3alMIIaThCs, Kak HEOXKUIAAHHO pasalics IIyX0oH yaap, 1 He3HAKOMel, TOTepsiB CO3Ha-
Hue, ynajia. Muxauia yBujen CTOAIIEro nosaau Ajekcesi, KOTOpPBI, caM He MOHUMasi, 4To c/enal,
AepXkal B pyKax JepeBsiIHHYIO TyOUHKY.

— A TBI MOJIO€LI, — NOAHUMASACh HA HOTH, cKa3zal Muxaui. — BoBpems COpUEHTHpOBAJICS U
MIPUHSL ITPaBUJIbHOE perieHre. — OH MOIMUTHYII MAPHIO M HayaJll OTPSXUBATh UCIIAYKaHHYIO OJEKY.

— a, — mopoiias mobnuxe K JexareMy 0e3 CO3HaHHsI HE3HAKOMILY, TIPOJIOIKUI OH. — 3/10pO-
BBl OBIK, HUYETro He CKaxelb. Ho Tl Bce paBHO MOJIOJIEI], — ellle pa3 MOXBaIUI OH AJieKces.

— OH... oH TaM, BOOOIIIE, ;KUBOM? — B3BOJTHOBAHHBIN AJIEKCEN CTOSUI KaK 30MOMU, MBITAsACh OCO-
3HATh BCIO Y)KaCHOCTb CBOETO JICSHUS.

— Jla xuBOM, KOHEUHO. YUTO ¢ 3TMIM KabaHOM cJienaeTcsi? — yIblOHyIIcs B oTBeT Muiia. — Tosbko
ThI, 3TO, JlaBaii, noxxoau cioga. HyxHo ero kyna-HuOyJb OTHECTH, TTOKa HUKTO He OOHapykuil. Tak
YTO ITOMOTail.

AJekceil elle HEeMHOTO TOCTOSII B CTOPOHE, HO TIOHMMasl, YTO JPyroro BapyuaHTa HeT, BCe ke
rojionieNn 1 cray nomorars. OHU B3SUIM HE3HAKOMOTO TMapHS 32 PyKU M MOTAIIMINA K ONMvKanIei
JepeBSHHON JIBEpHU, KOTOpasi, KaK HU CTPAHHO, OblJIa OTKPBITA. 3a HEll OKa3asach HEOOJbIIAs KOM-
HaTa, ¢ HECKOJIbKUMHU CTYJbSIMUA U HEOOJBIINM JePEBSIHHBIM cTOIoM. Ha ofMH U3 cTy/nbeB OHM yca-
JWJIA 9TOTO TIAPHS U, CHSIB C KPACHUBBIX OOPIOBBIX IITOP BEPEBKY, MpuBsizaiu. Ho To, 4T0 OHM YBU-
JeNY 3a ITOpaMH, UX HEMHOTO YIUBHJIO, TaK KaK B TOM MECTe, TJie JIOJKHO OBbLJIO pacroniaraThCs
OKHO, HaXOAMWJIaCh HEPOBHAS KUPIUYHAS KJaJKa.

— He nonumaro, 3a4eM 371eCb BUCST LITOPBI, BE/Ib OKOH-TO BCE PaBHO HET. — MuUIlla O4eHb 3a/1yM-
YMBO 00OIIIEJT BCIO KOMHATY, ¥ CEB Ha OJJFH U3 CBOOOIHBIX CTYJIBEB, TPOJOJIKUII PA3MBIIIUIATH BCIYX —
B 3TOM TOME TPOMCXOMT YTO-TO HE COBCEM OOBIYHOE. Y MEHSI CKJIAIbIBACTCS BIIEYATIICHUE, UTO KTO-
TO CMEIMATbHO CHSIJI MHOTOSTAKHBIH JIOM M, 32JI0)KMB B HEM BCE OKHA, 0OCTABUII €70 B CTAPOM CTHJIE.
BoT TOJIBKO OHO HEMOHATHO: 3a4€M 3TO HYKHO?

— Moskert, OH 3HaeT? — MOCMOTPEB Ha HE3HAKOMOT'O MapHsI, CPOCK AJIEKCeH.

— MoxerT, u 3HaeT, — orBeTrJ1 Mutna. — [Ipeiaraenis ero HEMHOTO TOMYYUTh?

— Her! — Tyt %e Bo3myTwiIcs napeHs. — S Huuero takoro He npeiarao. Ho...

— ... Ha, npyroro BapuanTa HeT. Tak uto Oynem H0ObIBaTh MH(POPMAIIMIO BCEMU BO3MOKHBIMU
crioco0amu.

— A MOXeT, CTOMT IPOCTO MOKNTH AAJbLIE U TaM YK€ IOCTapaTbCsl HAMTU BBIXOA? — cleliall
HOBYIO NONBITKY AJieKcel, Ho Mullia oTpuiaTesibHO MoKayas rojIoBOil.

— YT0-TO MHE NOJCKA3bIBAET, YTO BBIXO/A MbI HE HailjeM. — Mula pe3Kko BCTal M, OIS
K He3Hakomily, 100aBui — Ho ecnu Thl Tak CHIIBHO TepeXUBaellb, TO MOXKEIIb OTBEPHYTHCS HJIH
MPOCTO BBIATH.

Auekceit, KOHEYHO, OOUEIICS Ha TaKUE CIIOBA, HO, OITYCTUB B3IJIsA[, TUXO TOOABUII:

— He mymaid, 4To 51 TAKOW MSATKOTEJIbIM.

— Hy, nagno, nagHo. He nyvics. laBaii jiydiie nogymaeM, Kak HaM €ro pasroBOPUTb.

[NapeH» HeOOBOIBHO MOCMOTpeN Ha Muiny, HO Bce ke pemmn He oOwkarbes. [lomoren
noOMke U cTas BMecTe aymarsb. M Bapyr Mullie B rojIoBy MpHIIUIA XOpoIast ujesl.

— Cnymaid, Jlem, faBail mourpaem B XOpOIIETO U TIOXOTO MOJIULIEHACKOTO.

AJnekceil B HEIOyMEHMH IIOCMOTPEJT Ha HEToO.

— Ho y Hac axe HeT yaoCTOBEpEeHUN.

— Hy, 310 He mpobiemMa, — 3arajouHo yIbIOHYJICS Muxaus, U 1ojie3 BO BHyTPEeHHUI KapMaH
KypTku. OTTya OH JI0CTal TEMHO-KpAacHOE yIOCTOBEpEeHMe, Ha BHEIIHEH CTOPOHE KOTOPOro ObLIO
HarucaHo 3o01otuctbiMu OykBamu «MBJ] POCCUN». — Hy kak?

— Tax ThI... — TO JIU 3715Ch, TO JIN YAUBJISAACH CKa3an AJeKceil.
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— Her, koHeuHO, — niepedut ero Muima. — 1o 0ObIYHBIN CTyIeHUeCKui Omiet. — OH pacKpbul
KOPOUKHM M MOKa3asi ux napHio. Tam okazanack ¢ororpadus Muim aecatuierneit japHoctu. Cre-
JIaHHAs ellle B Te CUaCTJIMBbIC BpeMeHa, KOrja OH ObUI CTyleHTOM. He caMbIM JTydImm, KOHEYHO.

— A Tbl IyMaellib, OH HaM MOBEPUT? — C COMHEHMEM cripocuil Jlema.

— A TBI IyMaelib, 51 emy Oyly UX pacKpbiBaTh?

[Tapens erie HEMHOrO MOLyMal.

— JlagHo, yoequt. Tonbko 51 Oymy XOpOIIUM.

— Kak ckaxerb.

Muiia nozoien K HE3HaKOMILy M MOIIJIeNal ero 1o miekam, npuBos B co3Hanue. Co3HaHMe
He cpa3y, HO BCe K€ CTaJlo Bo3Bpalarbscs. [lapeHs, MeyieHHO OTKpbIBas I71a3a, oKavyall rojIoBOH U
JEepHYB pyKaMu, OCO3HaJI, 4To cBs3aH. [locne yero nmocMorpen Ha Muiity, npuillypyB OMH IJ1a3.

— He 3Ha10, KTO BB TaKKe, HO KaK TOJIBKO BBIOEPYCh, TO YCTPOIO TaKoe. . .

— Hy 310 MBI e11ie NocMOTpUM, KTO KOMY YCTPOMT, — yCMEXHYJIcsl Mua.

Hesnakomer erie npucraibHee NOCMOTPEN Ha HAIJIOTO MYKYHHY.

— Be1 BooO1mie kTO Takue? M Kak Bbl TOCMENT MEHS TTPUBSI3aTh?! — MOBBIIIIEHHBIM TOHOM CKa3aJl
OH.

— Tyt BOmpOCH 3a1aéM Mbl, — CTpOro orTBeTua Muxann. — M oTBeyaio Ha TBOW BOIpOC. —
Muxau ctan MeUIeHHO JOCTaBaTh U3 BHYTPEHHETO KapMaHa yAOCTOBEpeHHe, 000CTpsisl M TaK pac-
Tylllee HalpsbkeHue. BrITalys, OH MPOCTO MUXHYJI MY B JIMLIO KPacHble KOPOUYKH, 3aCTaBUB NapHs
MIPOYUTATH HAMIUCH.

— Tak BbI MeHTHI, pe0siTa?! — paJloOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI HE3HaKOMell. — A 5-To mogymal... Taxk,
Teriepb OBICTPO PA3BSIKUTE MEHS, ¥ MBI CMOKEM JIOTOBOPUTHCH.

Muxaunn u Aniekcei NeperisiHyIUC.

— Bo-niepBbiX, HE MEHTBI, a COTPYIHUKHU MOJIULIMHU, a BO-BTOPBIX... — Muxawi Bblep:Kai
HeOObINyI0 Tay3y. — Bo-BTOpBIX, ThI, TapeHb, nonan! Thl He mpeacTaBisgelnib, Kak Thl MOMAJ. —
Muxaus oTolIes OT Hero K IBEpH, a MOTOM IOBEPHYJICS, ¥ OJHUM IPBIKKOM OKa3aJICs JIULIOM K JIULLY
C MapHeM, IPU STOM CKOPYMB KaKk MOXHO OoJiee 3710€ BhIpaXkeHue JINIA. — Thl XOTb MpeacTaBIselllb,
yro TeOe OyIeT 3a HaraJeHue Ha COTPYJHMKA MO, HAXOAMBIIErocs MpH ucronHeHuu? A?! —
KaK MOKHO arpecclBHee HavyaJl IaBUTh Ha Hero Muina.

Bot TONBKO TIapeHb CHIEeN ¢ HAaCMENLTMBON YIIBIOKON. Ero nuio He BeIpakano HY KarelbKu
crpaxa. Muxanaa 3To0 HeMHOro o3agaumio. «CTpaHHO, — OgyMall OH, — ¢ Apyrumu padorano». Ho
aenath ObUIO HEYero, ¥ OH MPOIOJIKUIL.

— Tsl XOTh MOHMMAEIIb, YTO 51 TeOe MOTy BIAsiTh YepBOHEl KaKk MUHMMYM? A eciii CHUMY
no6ou, To Tebe BOOOIIIe MATHAIIKA CBETHT, a, napeHs? — TyT Muiiia BCIIOMHUIT OJIMH U3 CBOUX JIOOU-
MBIX (PMIIBMOB, IJI€ IJIaBHBIM T€POii, TOMMAaB OUYEPEIHOTO 3JI011es1, IPUKOBBIBAJI €T0 K CTYIY, [TOKa3bl-
BaJI CBOIO CHJIy U JOOMBAJICSl HY’KHOTO pe3yabTata. BOT M OH caM Tenepb 4yBCTBOBAI ce0sl TAKUM
repoeM. [1oaTomMy, B3sIB HE[TaJIEKO CTOSIBIIIMIA CTYJI M TIOBEPHYB €rO CIIMHKOM, Cell, 37I00HO CMOTpsI B
I71a3a HE3HAKOMIIA.

Ho, HecMoTpst Ha 31U IefiCTBUSA, TAPEHb IPOJOIIKAI CUAETh U MOJTYATh.

— Hy uro xe. Jlena tBou. JleliTeHaHT, 3BOHU B OT/IEJ, BbI3bIBAl rpyriny 3axBata. [Iyckaii oHu
C HUM 3aHUMAIOTCSI.

AJlekceil HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I CTOsIT, He TIOHMMasl, K HeMy OOpaIlaloTCsl WM HET, TIOTOM Cc000-
pasuJi, 4to K Hemy. BoT Tonbko TenedoHa y mapHsi He ObUIO, OTHAKO OH HE pacTepsiyics, CAeNaB BUJ,
YTO 110J1€3 B KAPMaH, OTBEPHYJICS U IPUJIOKUIL K YXY IYCTYIO PYKY.

— Hy uro, pacckaxenib Bce O-XOpOIIEMY ... UM HET? — CKPECTUB PYKHU Ha TPyAUd U HEMHOTO
OTKJIOHMBILIXCH Ha3a/l, Clipocu Muima.

— Jlait MHe TOJIbKO BBIOPAThCS, U TOT/A 5 TeOe YCTPOIO. .. — MapeHb ObLUT HACTPOEH OYeHb arpec-
CHBHO, UTO e1ie OoJbIIIe MOJorpeBajio Harop Murmmy.
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— Hdymaenib, Mbl T€OsI TaK IPOCTO OTITYCTUM ? — YXMBUIbHYJICS OH. — Ha 3TO MOels He paccuu-
THIBaTh, [I0TOMY ITPOCTO pacCcKaxu: 3aueM Harnasl Ha Hac? 1 Moskert, Torga novaenib o yCJOBHOMY.

— Moskenib yrpoxarb CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO XOY€lllb, — MPOAOJIKAJ yIIOPCTBOBATh MapeHb. — Thl
MIPOCTO HE 3Haelllb, KaKKe MpoOeMsbl Tedst KIyT. 3HACIIb KTO 51 TAaKOW?

— Y10-TO 51 COBCEM HE MOHMMAIO TeOs1, — HEOKUIAHHO 3aroBOpIIT AJieKkceil. — Thl HaXOAWIIbCS
HE B CAMOM JIyYIIIeM TOJIOKEHHUH, TaK TMoueMy Obl TPOCTO HE OTBETUTh HA BOITPOCHI?

— OrBeyvatb Ha BONpockl? Bbl UTO, pelniy nourpars B IJIOXOTO U XOPOILEro MOULIENACKOTo,
Kak B 3TuX puibmax? Tak Moxere HEe HaAeATbCA, s YK€ HE NEpBbI pa3 B MOJMLIMYU, U HA TakHe
YJIOBKHM HE IOMa/Ia10Ch.

Tyt Muxaui oKOHYaTeIbHO BXUJICS B POJIb MOTULIENCKOTO.

— Tak 3HauMT, THI YTOJIOBHUK. A 3TO YK€ COBCEM MEHSET JIeJI0. — MuIa pe3Ko BCTall CO CTYIa,
Y OTLUBBIPHYB HOT'OW €r0 B CTOPOHY, MOJOIIEN B YIIOP, IPX 3TOM HEMHOIO HAaKJOHUBILKUCDH, U TPH-
CTaJIbHO TIOCMOTpEJ €My B IJ1a3a.

— T'oBopw, k10 Takoi? U 3auem Hanain?

B 31OT MOMEHT napeHpb He 3Haj, 4To JenarTh. Beip 3TOro Mecra oH He 3HaJl, a €CJIM HEMHOTO
TIOJIBITPaTh, TO MOJMLEHCKUE ero 00s3aTeIbHO OTBEAYT Ha BbIXOA. [109TOMY MapeHb pelv Chirparh
POJIb CAMOTO OOBIYHOTO TMPECTYITHUKA.

— Crplnnib, HAYQJIBHUK. S yecTHBIN BOp. Jlyman, Ha Xare 30J0THIIKOM Pa3kHBYCh, 0a0y CBOIO
nopanyto. A TyT Bel. Hy 1 pemmi, yTo KOHKypeHThl. lymar, myxep HaBely, HO HET. DTOT, — OH
KMBHYJ Ha Jlemy, — He a1, 3Has Obl, YTO BBl MEHTHI, TAK MUMO ObI ITPOIIETL.

— Tol MHE TYyT 3yObl TO He 3aroBapuBail. Eciu Thl, Kak TOBOpUIIIb, YECTHBIN BOP, 3a4eM TOr/a
oxpaHy youn?! — yxe nepeurpsiBasi pojib, Hauan rHeBatbcss Muxami. TyT mapeHb pe3ko W3MEeHUIICS
B JIMIIE: COIIa eXuaHast ycMmenika. Ha nvie mosiBusics crpax. «OmimmyHo, — ckazan cebe Mura. —
[ToneiictBOoBasi0!» HEMHOrO YCIIOKOMBIIUCH, OH MTPOAOJIKILL:

— Tak 4To Thl Ha 3TO CKAXKelIb?

— Thl 4TO, HAYAJILHUK ? — UCIYTaHHO CKa3ajl MapeHb, BCe ellle UCIIONHSS posib Bopa. — S Bop,
a He MOKPYUIHUK. Thl Ty(pTy HE TOHU, HAYaJIbHUK.

—Tydty?! — pazbsapenHo 3akpuydan Muma. — Tydry?! [la s te6s!.. OnuH U3 5TUX OXpaHHUKOB
ObLT MOMM JIydInuM Jipyrom! Mbl ¢ HUIM € JeTCTBa B OJMH T'OPIIOK XOAWIN! — BOOAYIIEBIISSCH BCE
Ooubiiie 1 Oosblire, mponosrkas Mumia. — Tak, Bce. XBatuT. Tol MeHs gocTtait! JleliTeHaHT, Tl BHI3BAJI
rpynmy 3axBara? — He [IOBOPaYMBasi FOJIOBBI, CIPOCKI OH AJiekces. Ha uTo TOT yTBepaUTeNbHO yIyK-
HYJL

— Otmensii Bbi3oB. CKaxy, YTO caMy CHPAaBUMCs. A s TIOKa MOTOBOPIO C 3TUM YIIbIPEM TO-
CBOEMY.

Muxauji oToIes OT MapHs K CTONY U B35 HEOOJIBITION KaMeHb, YIa9HO TIOMABIITHIACS TTO] PYKY,
T10CJIe YETr0o BEpHYJICH.

— Hy 4r0, roToB OTBETUTH 32 Apyra? — COpPOCKJ OH, HEMHOTO TIOIKU/IbIBAsI KAMEHDb B PYKE.

TyT napeHs nepemnyraicst He Ha IIyTKY. Y3ke U 3a0bUT PO POJib BOPa-yroJIOBHUKA.

— 593993, THI YTO Aefaelb?! — UCIyraHHO 3aKpuyas OH.

—Hy, kak — 4t0? — Boofy11eBIeHHO cka3aia Muxaui. — CHavana st Oymy Jjomarh Tede 1o OTHOMY

MaJyIbIly Ha PyKax, 3a KaX/Jblii HEBEPHBIA OTBET, IOTOM Ha HOTaX, a MOTOM. .. — C €XUIHOW YJIBIOKOM
3amouan oH. Y B3sIB pyKy mapHs 3a KUCTb, KPENKO €€ MPUkKaJl K CIUHKE CTY/a, Pa3MaxHYBIIUChH
KUPIAYOM.

— Hy uro, 6ynems roBoputs?

[Mapens oT uctyra pacrepsiics. Muxaui yxe XoTelx 0OpyIIUTh KaMeHb Ha TMaJbIbl HECOCTOSIB-
IIErocsi BOpa-I0MYIIIHHUKA, HO TOT MOMEHTAJIbHO TPHIIEN B ceOsl.

— JlagHo, MagHo. .. — UCITyraHHO 3aBONWII OH. — MeHs 30ByT Ouler, 1 HamaJ sl Ha Bac Jyis TOTO,
YTOOBI 3AIUTUTHCS.
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— O kak! — TyT e BOCKJIMKHYJ AJiekcell. — Kak 3To Tl Hamaj Ha Hac Uit TOro, YTOObI 3aIlu-
TUTHCS?

— Moii orer Beeryia ropoput: «CHavasia Oeid, a moToM aymaii». B TOT MOMEHT, Kor/ia s BBIIIe
13 KOMHATBI, TO Cpa3y HaTKHYJICS HA Bac, BOT U HamaJl [IEpBbIM.

— Jla, noruka xeJyie3Has, — caenai 3akamoyeHue Muina. — TonbKo BOT MHE MHTEPECHO: Thl CKa-
3aJ1, 4TO MPOCTO HATKHYJICS HA HAC. .. 3HAYMT, Thl HE 3HACIIIb, T/Ie HAXOMUIILCS ?

Orier KMBHYJ I'OJIOBOM U, TSKEJIO B3JJOXHYB, HaYaJl pacCKa3bIBaTh.

Oxkoso nosyyaca Ha3aj OH IIPOCHYJICS B HEM3BECTHOM MecTe. BcmoMHMTE O TOM, Kak 37ech
okazajsics, He cMor. OT 3TOro ero oxBaTwja MaHWKa | 10 Tely MoOeKald MypaIliKy, a B3IJIs] CTal
METaThCs 110 HEM3BECTHOW KOMHATE, B HaJEK/1e HAUTHU XOTh YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE.

OpnHako Bce ObLJI0 He Tak, Kak 00bIaHO. Ha cTeHax Bucenu TsKesble CTApUHHBIE IITOPbI, Ha MOy
Jie’KaJl KpOBAaBO-KPACHBI KOBEP, KOTOPbI B MOJyMpake Ka3aics TEMHO-TEMHO-KPACHOIO LIBETa,
otnatoriero cuaeBoi. CIIOBHO 3T0 ObUIa KPOBb, BBITEKAIOIIAs U3 BeHbl. B koMHaTe n3 MeOenu Obutn
TOJILKO HECKOJILKO CTYJIbEB, BBITIOJIHEHHBIX B TOM XK€ CTHJIE, YTO U IITOPHL.

A erie co3/1aBajioch CTpPaHHOE OIyIeHre cliekKKi. CJIOBHO KTO-TO HEBUAUMBINA HAOMIOAAT U3
creHbl. Bee 3710 erie OGomblie 3aCTaBUIO MApHs 3alIAHUKOBATh M MOKPBITHCS XOJIOIHBIM MOTOM, HO
BJpPYT B €ro rojioBe MPOMEJIbKHY/IA CTPAaHHAsI MBICJIb: KaK OH, CUJIbHBIN NApPEHb, KOTOPBI HEOAHO-
KpaTHO TOMa/1aj B IOJOOHYIO CUTYalUI0, MOT UCITyTaThCs?

OTa MbICTIb TYT K€ OTPE3BUJIA €0 CO3HAHKE, 3ACTaBUB MOIOUTHU K OTHOMY U3 CTYJIbEB, U C CUJION
BBIIEPHYTH HOXKKY. [Tocie yero, mokpemnye cxas TyOWHY ¥ TIOOOMIS K ABEPH, C CUJIOH €€ PaciaxHyTh.
Ho He ycriesn oH BHIATH U3 KOMHATBI, KaK BCTPETHIT KAKUX-TO MYKUWH, YTO, CJIOBHO BOPBI, OCTOPOKHO
KPaJIMCh BJIOJb CTEHBI.

— B TOT MOMEHT MHE [T0Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO Bbl CIIELMAJIBHO 3aKPbUIM MEH B 3T0I KoMHare. U tenepb
MPOCTO KAAJM, KOraa s BeIOepych. BoT g m pemmn Bac npoyuutb. Ho s ke He 3HaJI, YTO BBl U3
TIOJIUIMK | — MTBITASICh 3aIJIaJUTh CBOI0 BUHY ONpaBiaHueM, 3akaiouni Oner. — [IoatoMy, MOXeT ObITb,
Bbl MEHS pa3BsiKeTe, IPakJaHUH HAYaJIbHUK, a7 — CHOBA YCMEXHYJICS OH.

Muiiia nogyMalt HeCKOJIBKO CEKYH I, TIOTOM PEIIWII, YTO TapeHb OOJIbIle He MPEACTABIISIET s
Hux onacHocTH. [Toatomy passszan BepeBKy. Ouier noTep 3aTeKIIMe 3asCTbs U BCTAJ CO CTYyJIa.

— A BBI IpaBJa U3 NOJUIMK? — CITPOCHIT OH, BCE eIl TIOTUPast 3aIlsiCThsI.

— A TBI TpaB/a Bop? — BOMPOCOM Ha BOITPOC OTBETWI MHXauI C JIETKOH YJIBIOKOM.

Orter, pUIIypyB OJUH IJ1a3, BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTpes Muiiry.

— Her, koneuHo. 51 0ObrvHbIN MapeHs. Hukorma He ObUT CBSI3aH C YTOJIOBHBIM MHPOM, HY pa3Be
YTO COBCEM UyTh-UyTh. BBI Tak ¥ HE OTBETUJIM HA MOH BOMPOC, — T0OABUII OH.

— Her. I'lo kpaiineii Mepe 51 — TOYHO HUKOTJa He ObLI CBSI3aH C OpraHaMHu.

— A Kak xe ygoctoBepeHue? — yauBieHHo cripocui OJer.

Muixaun 3araiouHo YJIBIOHYJICS, U CHOBA JOCTaJl U3 BHYTPEHHEr0 KapMmaHa yIOCTOBEpEHHE.
ITocne vero packpblt u nokasain Ouery.

— D710 OOBIYHBIN CTYJEHYECKUH, — yIBIOHYBIINCH, cKazan Mwuma. Ho Bapyr yem-to o3aja-
ynsics. — TonbKo, MpaBaa, IecSITUIETHEH JaBHOCTH, — C YTPIOMBIM BUJIOM JI00aBUJT OH.

Oner He TO yIUBWICS, HE TO U3YMIJICS OT TaKOTO MOBOpOTa coObIThil. Ho BApyr u3mMeHwIcs B
JIMLIE ¥ MOJIHUEHOCHO MPHJIOKUJIICS CBOMM KPEIKUM KYJIaKoM B JIMLI0 Muxauia, U TOT C TPOXOTOM
PYXHYJI Ha TIOJ.

— D10 YTOOBI THI B CJICAYIOIIMIA pa3 TaKk MHE He yrpokall, — OIyCTHB PyKy, ckazan Oner u,
nocMotpeB Ha Jlemry, 100aBuI — DTOro s Tporath He Oyy, OH U Tak. .. Ho ThI-TO IOHS1T 32 uTO 51 Te0s1?

— Jla, KOHEYHO, TIOHSJI, — MOTUPAs YENITIOCTh, OTBETUI Muiia. — HemHoro 3aurpasncs.

— Ha, 6par. Tsl xopommii aktep, ckaxy s Tede. Jlaxe s mOBepwIl, — OMOOPUTEHHO 3aMETHIT
OH. — XOTsI JyIsl MEHs1 9TO He BIEPBOM. A 3TOT? — OH KUBHYJ Ha AJieKcesl, CTOSIBILIETO BCE 9TO BpeMs
y CTeHbl U MomTyaBiiero. — OH Toxe akrep?

Muxaun norsisiien Ha Ajnekcesi, YCMEXHYJICs M CHOBa MoBepHyJics k Ouery.
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— Her. On Bposie kKak xeHuX. Y Hero 3aBTpa JOJKHA ObITh CBagpOa. A MOXKET, yKe U Tpo-
ILIa. .. — yYIBIOHYJICS OH, BBI3BAB HEIOBOJILCTBO BO B3rIsize Jlemm.

— Mens 30ByT Muxanii, — OH IIPOTSHYJI PYKY.

— Oner, — noxaB pyKy, OTBETHJI TPETUX NTapeHb. — A 3TOT?

— Azekceii, — otBeTr Mua. — Jlex, 4To MOMTYHIIE?

— A MOXeT, OH U IpaB, — TSKEJIO B3OXHYB, MPOMOJIBIII Ajiekcell. — MOXeT, KTO-TO Crielu-
aJIbHO 3allep Hac B 3TOM cTpaHHOM jaome. U He paer BbldTU. — AJiekcell moaHsul rojoBy. Ha ero
I71a3a HABEPHYJIUCh CJIE3bl, U MOTEKJIU 110 PYMSIHbIM IlI€KaM TOHEHbKUMM CTpyHMKaMu. — Bapyr Ml
oOpeueHbl BEYHO TYT CKUTAThCsl. — COBCEM yTpaTUBIIUI Ha/IeK Ay Ha BO3BpaIlleHHe AJIeKCe 3aKpbul
muno pykamu. [Tnada He 6bUT0 CITBIIIHO. BBUTO BUTHO, KAK pABHOMEPHO TOAEPTUBAIOTCS €T0 TICYH.

— JlaBaiite He OyzeM JiefaTh MOCHEIIHBIX BBIBOJIOB, — MBITAsICh XOTh KAK-TO YCIIOKOUTH MapHS,
3aroBopws1 Muma. — CHavasna s mpejsiaralo HEMHOTO TPOTYJISATbCS [0 3TOMY 3TaXy U IOUCKATh
BBIXOJI. A yXe IOTOM JieJlaTh KaKKe-JMOO BBIBOIBL.

— D710 Bce OecIone3Ho, Mbl 3aCTPSUTN 3/1eCh HABEUHO, — BCXJIUMbIBAsA, CKa3asl AJIEKCEH.

Muixaus ObICTPBIM, YBEPEHHBIM IIIArOM TOJOINET K HEMY, B3sUT 32 TUICUM U HavYasl TPSICTH Tak,
YTO roJI0Ba y MapHs CUJIbHO 3aKayasach TO BIEpel, TO Ha3al, OTYero Ka3ajloch, YTO OHA BOT-BOT
OTOpPBETCSI.

— Hy-ka, npekpartiit uctepuky u B3su1 cedst B pyku! — psABKHYJI Muina, Bce ele mpoaosuKas
TPSCTU AJIeKcesl, HO YK€ HE TaK CUJIbHO. — Thl MyXUK WM HeT?!

Anexceit mpuien B ce0st. OTTONKHY Mulily ¥ BHITEp ¢ TOKPACHEBIIIUX TJIa3 CJIe3bl.

— Ilpekparu meHs TpscTtu! — pe3ko oTBeTWJ OH. — [a, s My kUK. MyKUK.

— Bor u ommmyHO, — yaBIOHYBIIMCH, CKa3asl Muina. — A Tenepb MOWAEM U OCMOTPHM 3STaX.
MosxeT, yTO-HUOYIb WM KOTO-HUOYIb Hal/IeM.

3710 OBUIO JEWCTBUTENBHO Pa3syMHOE peIleHue, MOITOMY BCE MEperyisHYINCh U OCTOPOKHO
BBIIIUIM U3 KOMHATBI, HAIIPAaBUBILKCh JajblIe N0 KOpUIopy. Muilia, Kak U MOJOKEHO, ILIeJI CaMbIM
MIEPBBIM, OH OBLT IIPEUCTIONIHEH PEeIMMOCTH HalTH Bhixoa. Cienom mien Oner, KOTOPbIiA MOCTOSTHHO
MOIISIIBIBAJT HA MYINEro no3aau Jlenry u uemy-to ynsidoancs. DT1o ciiibHO 31110 Jlemry, BOT TOJIBKO
chesaTh HU4ero ObuUIo Hesb3sl. Beap Ouer ObuT ropaszio cuiibHEe U BhIle AJIeKces, Ja U pelnTesIb-
HOCTU B HEM ObLJI0 HaMHOTO Ootbiiie. [103ToMy CKpOMHOMY MapHIO HE OCTaBajOCh HUUYETO APYroro,
KaK HEMHOT'O CKJIOHUTb T'OJIOBY, M YTKHYBIIIUCH IJIa3aMH B I10J1, IyMaTh O CBOeW OyIyIlel xKeHe.

A oHa, ckopee BCero, ceryac O4eHb CUJIbHO pacCTpPOEHA M HaBEpHsSKa IUIayeT, YTKHYBILIUChH
B TIOIYIIKY. A Beb JOJDKHA ObLIa COCTOSITBCSI CBa/Ib0A, HA KOTOPYIO OH He siBwicsa. O yem Toraa
nogymaet Osbra, €ro eqUHCTBEHHAsI JIIoOUMasi JeBYIIKa, KOTOPYIO OH Tak OOUTCS MOTepATh. 3aiy-
MaBIIKCh, Aslekcell Bpe3asicsl B Onera, ¥ TOT HEIOBOJIBHO OTTOJIKHYJT €T0.

— CmoTpu Kyaa rperiib!

— A 3a4eM Thl TaK Pe3KO OCTaHABJIMBACIIbCSA?! — BOBMYTHIICS MapeHb, 3acTaBuB Oera HeJo-
BOJIBHO (PBIPKHYTh HOCOM.

— He Buauib, 310 Macka HapogoB MaxoHrBe, — OJer mokasas Ha CTeHy, IJie Bucea Ooblias
BBITSIHYTasl MacKa, CJieJlaHHas U3 IepeBa U OKpallleHHasi B TEMHbIN 1BET. — HEMoHATHO, 4TO OHa TyT
TOJIBKO JlefiaeT? — 3aJyM4MBO JOOABHII OH.

— A MHe BOT HEMOHSTHO, OTKY/Ia Thl 3TO 3Haellb? — AJIEKCeld OUeHb BHUMATEJIbHO MTOCMOTPEI
Ha napHs cHu3y BBepx. Ho ToT He Toponucs orBevars.

— MBI ¢ poguTensiMu JOCTaTOYHO YacTo IMyTEeIIECTBOBAIM, M OHAXKIbI 51 YBUIEN 3Ty MacKy B
Mmy3ee. [ToaTomy 1 3Ha10, 4TO ITO TaKOE, — HEXOTSA OTBETUJI TOT.

Ha takoil orBeT AJiekcell MOT' TOJILKO TMOXkaTh 1ieuaMu. Beb OH oueHb Majio Kyja e3auil |,
€CTECTBEHHO, He MOT' 3HaTh TaKMX NoapoOHocTei. [la 1 He 0co0o xoTten 3HaTh. [109TOMY TOJIBKO Hes10-
BOJIBHO ITOKayaJl T'OJIOBOM U OCMOTPEJICS.

— A xyna nogeBajicst Muiika? — 03a1a4€HHO CIIPOCHIT OH, HO OJier He ycresl HUYero OTBETUTD.

— A BOT 3TO Y€ COBCEM HE CMEIIIHO, — pa3jajics rojoc Mum m3-3a cieyiomero noBopora.
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[Mapuu TyT %€ moOesxanuy Briepe/1, ¥ OKa3aBIIUCh B HY)KHOM MeCTe, TaK ke Pe3KO OCTAaHOBHIIUCH.
Briepenu crosiia KpacuBasi, MO30JI09€HHAS JIBePh C OOJIBIIUMH CTEKJIaMU. 3a HUMH MOKHO OBLIO
YBUJIETh, KAK BHU3 CITYCKAJIMCh HECKOJIBKO CTYNEHEHN U yIUPAIUCh B 3HAKOMYIO KUPIMYHYIO CTEHY.

— TMoxoxe, BHIOpaThCS OTCIOA TaK MPOCTO HE TOMYYUTCS, — CHeJl 3aKIodueHrne Muxaunn,
MPOW/IS B CTEKJISTHHYIO ABEPb M NMOTPOraB KUPIMUHYIO CTeHY pykoi. — CiioxkeHa Ha coBecTb. [lymaio,
B JIBa WIH JaXe B TPH psijia.

— JIlymaelib, Mbl He CMOXeM pa3o0parh 3Ty creHy? — ynuBuics Ouier, moMaxuBasi MaJIKOM.

— Hymaio, 4To HET, — OTpUIATEIbHO MMOKavasl rojoBor Muia. — CTeHa clieiiaHa Ha COBECTb U,
CKOpee BCero, pacCuMTaHa Ha TO, 4TO €€ MOTYT JIOMaTh. A 3HAUUT, HA Pa300p TaKOW CTEHbI MOXET
YUTH OYEHb MHOTO BpeMeHH. U, uTo camoe I71aBHOE, Mbl JI0 KOHIIA HE YBEPEHBI B TOM, UYTO HAXOAUTCS
3a 9TOU CTEHOM.

—YT0 xe HaM jie1aTh? — UCIyTaHHO cripocu Asiekceid, cMoTpsi To Ha Muxawa, To Ha Osnera. —
S He Mory 371eCh OCTaThCsl, MEHS TaM KIeT HeBeCTa... ¥ BOOOIIe, MHEe He HPABUTCSI 9TO MECTO.

— He te6e omHomMy, — moGaBmi1 Muiiia, MPUCTAILHO OTJISABIBASICH TIO CTOpOHaM. — JIaiHo, 5 TyT
BOT YTO X0y MpeyIoKUTh. HECKOIBKMMU 3TakaMu BHIILIE s BUJIEJ OKHA, 3aTSIHYThie YepPHOW TKaHbIO.
[Tpenyarao MOTHATHCS U, HAWASA TAKOE OKHO, TIOCMOTPETh WM 1ake BBIOpaThCs, pa3OuB ero.

— A 410, MHE Takas ujiest O4eHb JIaxke HpaBUTCs, — nojepxkai ero Oser u nepBbIM HapaBUICs
BIIEpe/l, HO Yepe3 CeKyH 1y OCTAHOBWJICS U, IOCMOTpPeB Ha Muxausa, Clipocuyi — A Ha CKOJIbKO STaKe
HaM HYKHO MOJHATHCS?

— B TOoM-TO M A€o0, 4TO S HE MOMHIO... — MNOXaJ IedyaMu Muia. — Ho nymaro, 4to crout
MIPOBEPSATH BCE, MOXKET, Te-HUOYIb M HAMJEM BBIXOJ] T OKHO.

Jpyrux mpeanoxeHuid HA y Koro He 0but0. [103TOMY, COrTacHBIIUChH, BCe TPOE HAIPABHIIUCH
K 3HAKOMOM JIECTHUIIE, YTOOBI TIOJHSATHCS Ha 3TaX BhIIIe. [Ipy 3TOM Kakabiid ObLT MIOTPYKEeH B CBOU
MBICITH, TTBITASICh OCO3HATH, KaK 3/1eCh OKa3ajcs. M 4To HyXHO clenaTh JIIsl TOro, 9YTOOBI BHIOPAThCS.
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I'nasa II. Heo:xxuaanHasi BcTpeua

IlepBas e 1Bepb Ha ClIeyIOIIEM 3TaKe BbIBeJIa TPOMX TOBAPHIIEN B HOBBII KOPUAOP, KOTOPHIil
ere OoJIbllle MOXOAWI Ha My3€ell WK rajepeo. 31ech Ha Kax/JJOil CTeHe, OKJIEEHHOM TeMHU ke 3eJie-
HBIMU 0005IMH, BUCEJI KapTUHBI pa3HbIX pa3mepoB. Cpeau HUX Obliv meneBpbl Ban 'ora, [Tukacco,
Jleonapno na Bunum, PemOpanaTa, a Takke KapTHUHbBI APYTMX HE MEHee M3BECTHBIX XYHOKHUKOB.
Ionxon K HUM ObLT OrOPOkEH TOJICTOM KPACHOW BEPEBKOH, AepkaBILEeics Ha MO30JI0UEHHBIX KeJle3-
HBIX cTOMKax. CaMy ke KOMHATy MO-IIPEXHEMY OCBEIAIM 3HAKOMBIE CBETWIIBHUKH, TOJIBKO TETIEPh
uXx OBUIO ropasao OOJIbIIe, M CBETUIM OHM HAMHOTO sipue. OIHaKO ceiyac BCeX MHTEPECOBAJIO COBCEM
nHOe — OKHa. Ho U 371ech OHM OBLIIM 3aJI0KEHBI KUPITUYOM.

KoHe4Ho, MOXHO OBUIO YEIUTh HEMHOTO BPEMEHH MPOCMOTPY MPEKPACHBIX MPOU3BEACHUI
HCKYCCTBA, HO MY’KUMHBI PEIIMIN HE TPATUTh BPEMs JapoM, a Cpa3y HAIlPaBUJIUCh B JAJIbHUI KOHEll
koMHatbl. Ho naxe noOpaBLmch 0 MOCieiHel ABEpY, OHU He CMOIJIM HATH HUYEro HOBOTO.

— Bul 3Haete, s He X04y MOKa3aTbCsl TPYCOM, HO MHE KaXeTcsl, YTO KTO-TO 32 HaMM HaOJio-
JaeT, — pe3K0 OCTAaHOBUBIINCH, CKa3asl AJIeKCcel, 3aCTaBUB BCEX COCPEJOTOUMTHLCS U OBICTPO 3aBep-
TeTh rojoBaMu. — Jla He ceityac... BooOIle, B TOT MOMEHT, KOIJla Mbl OAHUMAJIMCh MO JIECTHULIE,
MHE Ha MIHOBEHHE MOKa3aJIoCh. . .

— To1 BooOmIe! — pasozmuiicst Oner. — Yero Tak myraemns?

— [la 1 He XoTeJ1, IpOCTO ceivac yBU/IE 3Ty KAPTUHY M BCIIOMHMJI O CBOMX BIIEUaTJICHUSX, —
napeHsb MoKa3aJl NajblieM Ha OJIHY U3 KapTHH, YTO BUCEJA Ha CTEHE.

Muxann u Oner TyT ke MOJIOILTN U CTAJI PaccMaTprBaTh pabOTy HEM3BECTHOTO Xy/IOKHHKA.

Io BHenIHEMY BUY MOKHO OBUIO CKa3aTh, YTO KapTHHA HApUCOBAaHA JOCTATOYHO JaBHO. [Ipu
3TOM €€ CTHJIb TOBOPWJI O BBICOKOM MPO(ecCHOHANIN3ME XYI0KHUKA, BOT TOJIBKO KEM M KOIZIa OHa
ObUIa cOo3/1aHa, HUKTO He 3HaJ. Jla M MajeHbKON TaOIMYKHU, 9TO OOBIYHO BUCST MOJ KapTUHAMH, HE
ObUI0. DTO HABOAWIIO HA OYEHb HEXOPOIINE MBICIIM, COOCTBEHHO, KaK U CaM CIOKET KapTHHBL.

B temHOM, IJIOXO OCBEIEHHOM KOMHATE CUIENN Ba MOJIOABIX YesioBeka. OHM BLIETWINCD IpyT
B JIpyra U CXXaJIMCh B OJHOM U3 YIJIOB KOMHaThI. [Tpu 9TOM UX JnIia BeIpaXkaiu cTpax, MOrIOTUBILIUIA
ux 6e3 ocraTka. A TeJa Ka3aJluch He TPOCTO U3MYUYEHHbIMH, a COBEPLIEHHO N3PAaHEHHBIMU, CJIOBHO UX
IBITAJIN JOJITOE BpeMs. Y OHOro KpOBOTOUMJIA HOT'A, y BTOPOro Oblia mope3aHa rpysab. Ilpu sTom Ha
HUX HaJIBUraJI0Ch KaKOe-TO yXKAaCHOE CYILECTBO, OYEHb ITOXOkee Ha AeMOHa Wiy yepra. V3-nox miara
y HEro M3BMBAJICS JUTMHHBIN M TOHKHIA, HA KOHIIE 320CTPEHHBIN XBOCT, HA TOJIOBE OBUTH HEOOJbIIHE
KpacHble pora. B pykax jxe oHO Jiepkajio OOJBIIMX Pa3MEPOB TONOP C M30THYTON PE3HOH PYKOATHIO,
C JIE3BUSI KOTOPOT'O TOHKOHM CTPYHKOH CTeKasa KPOBb.

— MHTepecHo, KTO MO HApUCOBATh TAKYIO CTPaHHYI0 KapTuHy? — IleperiarnyB yepes 3arpax-
nenue, Oner BCTal Kak MOKXHO ONIkKe, BHUMATeJIbHO BCMOTPEBIIUCH B M300pakeHHE.

— He 3Ha10, HO Xy/I0KHUK SIBHO KW B IBaALIATOM Beke. — [lapeHb yauBIEHHO MOCMOTpEN Ha
Muiiry B o)kuaaHuM OOBSICHEHUSI, U TOT MPOAOKUI — BOT, mocMoTpuTe, — yKas3as OH Ha KapTHHY, —
Ha HOTax 3TUX HECUACTHbIX HAJIeThl KPOCCOBKH, KOTOPbIE TOYHO HE MOIJIM ObITh PaHbLIIE.

Ouer 1 Anekcell BHUMATEIBHO MPUCMOTPEIIUCh U JEUCTBUTEIBHO YBUIEIN HAa HOraX HECYacT-
HBIX peOsT KpOoccoBKH. Jla ¥ BOOOIIE UX OfIeK/1a COOTBETCTBOBAJIA HACTOSIIIEMY BPEMEHHU: KUHCHI,
(pyToonku. Takux Belelt He HOCUIM CTO JIeT Ha3al, a 3HAYMT, XYJOKHUK ObUT X COBPEMEHHUKOM.

— Opesxaa, 370, KOHEYHO, MHTEPECHO, HO MEHS CMYIIAET BOT UTO. — AJIEKCEN NOKa3aJl Ha OIHY
U3 CTeH B KapTuHe. OCTasbHBIE TYT K€ MPUCMOTPEINCh, U HEMHOTO YXKaCHYJIMCh: U3 CTEHBI Ha 3aIly-
TaHHBIX MapHEN CMOTPEJIM HECKOJIbKO KPACHO-KEJNThIX IJa3, KOTOpble ObUTM HAPUCOBAHBI HACTOJIBKO
MPAaBUJIBHO, YTO Ka3aJMCh KUBbIMU. Kak OyATO Hekue cylecTBa HAOMOJAIOT 3a STUMU JToabMu. U
B X IJIa3aX BUJIUTCS HEKast IepBOOBITHAS JKaka, IIPUCYIIAsi OXOTHUKAM, 3arHABIIMM CBOIO I00BIIY
Y TOTOBBIM BOT-BOT pa30pBaTh €€ B KJIoubs. «Jla, Moxoxke, HaXOXAEHHE B 3aAMKHYTOM ITPOCTPAaHCTBE
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HE MJET HaM Ha MoJb3y. [losIBIIKCH MepBble PU3HAKY TaJUTIOIUHAIMN», — IPOHECIIOCH B TOJIOBE Y
Muinu, ¥ OH YIUBJIEHHO TIOCMOTpEJT Ha MapHEH, PelrB, YTO HY’KHO UX OTCIOAA YBOIMTb.

— YT0-TO MHE HE XOUeTCs 31eCh 3aJePKIUBATHCS.

Bce, koHeuHO, ObLTH corIacHbI ¢ MUIIIEH 1 XOTeIM YIUTH OTCIOfIa Kak MOXHO ckopee. [Toatomy,
OBICTPO Pa3BEPHYBIIINCH, BCE OTIPABMIIMCH Ha3aj] K BbIxoay. [Ipu 3TOM MO MyTH KaXIblid U3 HUX
MOCTOSTHHO 000pavYMBaJICs, BE/Ib UM Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 32 HUMU cliefAT. Tak ke, Kak Ha TON caMO¥ CTpaH-
Hou KaptuHe. [Toatomy, coOpaB BCIO BOMIO B Kylak, Mwumia ¢ OieroM pemmid He OIIS/IbIBaThCs,
Jaxe HECMOTPsI Ha CBOM OUIYILIEHHsI, a IPOCTO JOMTHU IO TOW IBEPH, UTO Besia Ha jiecTHHIy. Ho, yxe
3axo[s Ha JIECCTHUYHYIO KJIETKY, MuIa pe3ko 3amep.

— A rz1e Ha keHux? — nocMotpeB Ha Ouiera, cripocuyi oH. Ha uTo TOT juiib pa3Bes pyKamu.
Muia TyT ke 3aHepBHHYAI M, TIOCMOTPEB 32 CITUHY PbIKEBOJIOCOTO MapHsI, YBUIE 3alyMYUBO CTO-
spiiero Jlemry. ITapeHb CJIOBHO MOJ TUITHO30M CTOSUT TIOCPEIH KOPUAOPA M HEOTPHIBHO CMOTpEN Ha
CTeHy ¢ KapThuHaMu. UTo CITyYnsIoCh, HUKTO HE 3HAJI, TOTOMY OHH OBICTPO HAIPABUIIUCH K HEMY.

— Ts yero TyT 3acTpsisi? — MOKOWAS K MApHIO, rpyoo cripocuit Oner, HeCUIIBHO YIApUB €ro 10
ievy.

— Bbl TONBKO Ha HUX MOCMOTpUTE, — HE TIOBOPAYMBAsICh, OTBETUI Jlema, U ocTajibHble JBOE
MHUMOJIETHO B3[JISIHYJIM Ha KapTuHbl. OJIHAKO 3TOro ObLJIO AOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI MX B3MJISA[ TaK Ke
3aCThLIL.

Ha crene Buceno GoJbliie BaaaTH KapTUH Pa3HBIX pa3MepoB. Bce oHM ObLIM BCTaBJIEHHI B
KpacHBbIe PaMbl, U BUCEIN B HECKOJIBKO psAoB. Hem3aMeHHbIM ocTaBasioch JIvIb coepkanue. Beszie
ObLTA N300paXkeHbl J0 CMEPTH HAIyTaHHbIE JIOIH, OTYaSHHO MBITABIIMECS CIIACTH CBOIO XKU3Hb. Ho
9TO OBUIO HEBO3MOKHO, Ha HHMX HANaJajid He TO JAEMOHbI, He TO 4epTu. MHorma XyJoXHHUK pUCO-
BaJI CaM MOMEHT HalaJieHus1, a MHOT/Ia M300paskal yxe rnocnenctsus. Jlioge Bemany, pa3pe3aiy Ha
YacTH, U 3alIUXUBAIA B OOYKHU C BOHIOU.

— 41 nymaio, paccMaTpuBaTh MX OOJIbIIIE HE CTOUT. — Muiia nopjoies k Jlere 1, CXBaTUB €ro 3a
IJ1€Y0, MOATOJIKHY B CTOPOHY JBepU. — MHave 3/1ecb MOXKHO MPOBECTU LETYI0 BEYHOCTb.

— Ha. 4 Toxe Tak gymaio, — nogaepxai ero Oner, 1 OHU BTPOEM HAIPaBWIUCh K JIECTHUYHOW
KJyieTke. — HenmoHsATHO ToNbKO, 3aueM Takue KapTuHbl pucoBaTh? Kakoil B HUX TONK?

— ¥V 3THX KapTHH MOXKET ObITh TOJIBKO OJHO Ha3HaueHue. .. Hamyrars Kax1oro, KTO MOCMOTPUT
Ha HUX, — C/IeJIaJ BBIBOJL MuIIIa ¥ yCKOPWUIT I1Iar.

Vke yepe3 MrHOBEHHE OHU CTOSTH Ha JIECTHHIIE, U OCTOPOXKHO 3aKPBIB 32 COOO0M JBEpb, MOJI-
HUMAJIUCh Ha CIIEIYIOIUI STak.

W BHOBB KOPUIOP, TOJIBKO TEMEPh OH CYIIECTBEHHO OTJIMYAJICS OT BceX mpeapaymmx. [poxon
ObLT HAMHOTO IIHpe, a M0 OJHOW U3 CTOPOH BHCENIM KPACUBbIE MOPThEPHI, BHIIIOTHEHHBIE B CTAPUH-
HoM ctiiie. CKopee BCero, 3a HUMU paciioarajiich OONbIue OKHA, K KOTOPHIM BCE U TIOCIISIOBAIIH.
OpnHako, OO M OTKUHYB OJHY U3 MOPThEP, OHU OOHAPYKIIIM 3HAKOMYIO KUPIHYHYIO KJIAJIKY,
TI0CJIE YEero rpyCTHO MEPErISIHY/IUCh U TIPOAOIKATN OCMaTpUBaThCs. BIOIb ApYyroil CTOPOHbBI CTEHBI
pacronarajiuch AepeBsiHHbIE ABEPHU, CAETaHHbIE U3 KPACHOTO JiepeBa. Mex Iy HUMU CTOSUIA HeOOIb-
IIM€ TOPIIKH C BHICOXITMMHU PACTEHUSIMHU.

— DT0 yXke He MOXOXKe Ha My3el, — cAesail BbiBoA Muina. — bonble HaroMuHaeT Kopuaop
KaKOW-HUOY/Ib IPUEMHOIA.

— Moxer, 3TO CrielMaIbHBIN 3TaX IS BBICOKOIIOCTABJICHHBIX JIUII? — MPEATIONOKII AJIeKCeH,
Ha YTO OCTaJIbHBIE MOXKAJM TUIeYaMH1 U TonuM Hazaa. Ho, He ycnieB BHIATH U3 KOPUIOPA, OHH YCITbI-
1I1aJI1 UCTOIIHBIN )KEHCKUI KPUK, UCTIOJIHEHHBIN TAKOTO CTPaxa, KOTOPbI MOJTHUEHOCHO IPOHECCS 1O
BCEMY MOMEIIECHUIO M PE3KO CTUX. MYKUMHBI TYT K€ OCTAHOBHWJIMCh U BCTAJIM CIIMHOM JPYT K JPYTY.

— Yt0 370 OBUTO?! — B3BOIHOBAHHO cripocut Jlerra.

— He 3na10, HO Aymalo, HamM Hy>KHO 3TO BBIICHUTB. [laBaiiTe 0OCTOPOKHO OCMOTPHUM BCE KOMHATBI.
Bnpyr komy-To Hy)kHa Halla omouib. — Muiiia mocMoTpes Ha crosiuero psaoM Ounera, ¥ okpemnye
C’KaB CBOM KJIIOYM, HAITPABHJICS K TEPBOM JABEPH.

19



W. bapunos, [I. JIuH. «/IoM € 3aKpBITHIMUA OKHAMU»

Ta ObL1a He 3amepra, HO3TOMY, OCTOPOKHO TIOBEPHYB METATMUECKYIO PYUKY, OH OBICTPO pac-
MaxHyJ IBEPh ¥ BOpBaJICS BHYTPb. OKa3aBIIUCh B OOJIBIION KOMHATE C KPACUBBIM MHTEPhEPOM, OH
YBUJEJ IIMPOKUI TMCbMEHHBIN CTOJI, CAEIaHHbIN U3 IepeBa U MOKPHITHIA JlakoM. Bokpyr Hero cro-
SUTM PE3HBIE CTYJIbsI, a BAAJIEKE pacrnosiarajgach OoJbllasi KpoBaTh, yOpaHHAsl TOPOTUMH OfiesTaMH.
Ha crenax Bucenm HECKOJIBKO KAPTHH U FOPUIKHU C LIBETAMHU.

— Mosxer, Jlexa ObL1 1paB, — ckazay Muina. — Takyio pocKoIb MOTYT ce0e IMO3BOJIMThH TOJIBKO
oOecrieyeHHbIe JTIOAN WU MOTUTHKH.

— Moxer, 1 1paB, OJHAKO 3[€Ch HUKOI'O HET, — 3alJIsIHYB B KOMHATy, cka3an Oser, ¥ oTolesn
Ha3ajl, CKaB CBOIO MAJIKY.

Muxaun ¢ AnekceeM nociie1oBaiu 3a HUM. OAHaKO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJJa OHU 3allUTH B CJIE/Ly-
IOLIYI0O KOMHATY, Cpa3y CTaJlo OHATHO, YTO OHA Kak JIB€ KaIuly BOAbI IOX0ka Ha MPebLIyLyI0. JTO
CMYTUJIO IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX, IO9TOMY OHM BMECTE BBILIUIM Ha3all, B KOPUIOP.

— $1 mpenaraio He TPaTUTh BpeMs, a pa3aeiuThcs. Tak Mbl CMOXEM OBICTPO OCMOTPETh BCE
KOMHatbl. — OJier ObUT MIPaB, MO3TOMY, COIJIACHBIIKCH, MYKUYMHBI PA3OIUIMCh K JBEPSIM, IIPU STOM
pELLIMB, YTO JyYIlle OTKPBIBATh HE BCE OIHOBPEMEHHO, a MO ouepean. Mullla okas3aJicsi caMbIM Iep-
BbIM, OH OTKPbUI /IBEPb U... YBUAET ITyCTYI0 KOMHATY.

— Jla 4TO k€ 3TO 3a IOM-TO TaKOM! — OH CO 3JI0CTHIO 3aXJIOMHYJI ABEPh U MOCMOTpes Ha Jlemry.

— Ja. JIom oueHb CTpaHHBI, — MOAAAKHYJ AJIEKCel, pacriaxHyB CBOIO JIBEPb.

— Oit! Kro BBl Takoi1?! — HEOKUIAHHO pa3falicsl MPUATHBIA KEHCKUW rojoc. AJIeKCel Tak U
3acThl1 Ha MecTe. Ha Hero cMoTpesnia JOBOJIBHO KpachBasi AEBYIIIKA JIET ABaAaTH. Y Hee ObLIH JIIMH-
HBI€ KaIlITAaHOBBIE BOJIOCHI, KPACUBOE XYHOILABOE JIMIIO, HA KOTOPOM IMPOCTyNHaau BecHyKku. U ato
COBCEM He TIOPTHJIO ee, a HA00OPOT, IPUIABAJIO el elre OoJIbIe 0OYapoBaHusl. B3rsy ke, HecMOTps
Ha TO, YTO ObLJT HEMHOTO PAcTepsiH, OUYeHb MOHpaBWICS mapHio. Ha Hero cMoTpenu Ba OONBIINMX
Kapux Iya3a. AJleKceil HUKaK He OXMJaJl YBUJETh TAaKylo JEBYUIKY, /1a €llleé U B TAKOM CTPAHHOM
MecTe.

— Yro 3710 32 MECTO? — PaCTEPsHHO CIIpoCcHIIa OHa. TOJIbKO BOT NapeHb HE CMOI HUYETo OTBe-
THUTb, JIMIIb MOJTYA MPOAOJIKAJ pacCMaTpUBaTh HE3HAKOMKY, yTOIasl B €€ B3IJIsJIE.

B stor MomenT k HMUM nogouu Oner ¢ Muxannom. OHM OHOBPEMEHHO MOCMOTPENU Ha
JEBYIIKY, TOTOM TepPEeBeH B3IJIsI/1 Ha CTOSIBILIETO CTOJIOOM AJieKces U, IeperyIsiHyBILIUCh, BHOBD yCTa-
BUJIUCh HA HE3HAKOMKY.

— Bl 40, IpecTynHuKH?! — KCIIyTaHHO CIIPOCKJIA IEBYIIKA U MPUKAIACh K CTOSIILIEMY 1103311
Hee CToNly. — Y MeHs HeT JeHer!

Ee moOonbITHBIN BHIBOM, U 3ACTABUJI BCEX TPOUX MEPETTISTHYTHCSI.

— Hy, urto BbI! — Hauan Muxaus. — Pa3Be Mbl IOXOKHU HA MPECTYITHUKOB?

— MPOJIOIKUII OH KaK MOKHO TIPUBETIIMBEE U CIIOKOWHEe. — Mbl OObIYHBIE JIIO/IH.

— Muxawnn nopoluesn K AeBYyIIKE U MPOTSAHYJ eid pyKy. — [laBaiite, s1 moMOry BaM HOIHSTHCS.

JleByIIka HEMHOTO MTOMEJTMIIA, TOTOM BJIOKHJIa CBOI0 MAJIEHBKYIO, KPACHBYIO PYUKY B IpyoOyIo
pyky Muxaumna. OH TyT ke NOTSHYJ €€, [IOMOrasi BCTaTh.

— Mens 30ByT Beponuka, HO mpoiy 3BaTh npocto Bukoii, Tak kak Huka MHe HuKorjga He
HPaBWIOCh, — IPUBETIIMBO YJIBIOHYJIACH JIEBYIIKA.

— Xoporo, s — Muxaui. A 310 Mou npusrtenu. Jto Oner, — OH yKa3ajl Ha pbLKEBOJIOCOTO
MapHs1, KOTOPBI MOJTYa KUBHYJI B 3HaK IIPUBETCTBUSA. — A 3T0 AJieKcel, — 1 yKa3as Ha Jlenry, KoTopblii
IIPOIOJIKAJT CTOSATh, CJIOBHO OLIETIEHEBILMIA.

— A oH y Bac Bcerja Takou, 3aTOpMOKEHHbI ?

— Kt0? Jlexa? — ynuBiieHHO cripocui MuxauJ.

— [la HeT, oH He 3aTOpMOKeHHBbII. OH IPOCTO HUKOT/IA HE BUAEN JEBYILEK, — TPOMKO paccMme-
suicst Oner.
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— 41 He 3aTOpPMOKEHHBIN, — OTpearupoBa Jlema, — u... ... BUJIE] MHOTO JIEBYIIIEK, — OH O0U-
’KEHHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha crosiBiiero psaaom Osera u Bbiiea B Kopuaop. Osier MpoBOAUI €ro B3MJISIIOM,
MOTOM CHOBa oOpaTtuJics K Buke.

— A 3T0 He BBl TOJIBKO YTO KpUYaau?

— Her. 4 He kpuuasa, u BooOIlle HUKaKUX KPUKOB HE Crblmaia. — JeBylIka OoTpuIaTeabHoO
roKavaJia ToJIOBOU ¥ MOBepHYJIach K Muxawuty. — Bel He Moryv ObI MHE 1TOKa3aTh BBIXO]I, a TO sI OYCHb
CHJIHO TOPOILTIOCH.

— Hy... — nauan Orner, nonouas Omixe. — MHl. ..

— Jla MBI ¥ camMu He 3HaeM, TJie 3[eCh HaAXOMUTCS BBIXOM, — MepeOusI ero BHOBb BOIIE/IIIHIA
Anekceil. — BoT HelaBHO caMy cOOpaIMCh BMECTE M TeTepb XOAMM, UIIEM.

Tsxeno B3aoxHyB, OJier HeIOBOJILHO MTOCMOTPET Ha HEero. DTH ¢jIoBa yIMBUIM Buky, oTyactu
naxe Haryraid. [TostoMy oHa HEMHOrO OTOIIIA HA3a/[l, MPUXKABIIUCH K AUBaHY, C KOTOPOrO COBCEM
HE/IaBHO BCTaja. B 3TOT MOMEHT B ee rojioBe 3aMesIbKaii YKacHble MBICJM O TOM, YTO OHH, TPOE
B3POCJIBIX MYKYMH, MOTYT C/IeJIaTh C HE, MOJIOJIOW, XPYITKOH JIEBYIITKOM.

— Toraa KTo ke Bbl Takue? — B3BOJTHOBAHHO CITPOCHJIA OHA TUXUM T'OJIOCOM.

— [Nonumaere, — Muxauns Hayas1 O4eHb OCTOPOKHO, Be/lb OH IMPEKPACHO IOHUMAJT, O YeM Ceiuac
MOXET JyMaTh 3Ta JEBYyIIKA. A 3HAUUT, ee HEOOXOIUMO YCIIOKOUTh, HO He OOMaHbIBaTh. — BooOie
Jlema mpaB. Mbl, Tak ke Kak U Bbl, OKa3aJIMCh B HEU3BECTHOM MECTe, U Terneph uileM Bbixoa. — OH
TBITAJICS] TOBOPUTH KaK MOXHO CIIOKOWHEe M YBepEeHHee, YTOObI He BBECTH JICBYIIKY B OTUasHBbE. —
Camoe m1aBHOe, He HepBHUYATh. MBI eIlie TOJIbKO CTaJId OOXOIUTh, U 51 TyMalo, uTo. ..

— A Kak xe BHI crofia ronanu? — rnepeduia ero Brka u oueHb YIUBJIEHHO MTOCMOTpesa eMy B
rasa.

— B Tom-TO U z1€710, YTO HE 3HAaeM, — CO B3[JOXOM OTBETWJI MuiIla.

— A TBI-TO MOMHMIIIb, KaK 3[IeCh OKa3asiach? — crpocui Oser u, He JI0KUAasICh OTBETa, MPo-
JOJKWIT — BOT 1 MBI Tak ke, OYHYJIUCh B 9TOM JIoMe. Mbl He 3HaeM, Kak TyT OKa3aJIUCh U TJIe BHIXO/I.

— OmHako MBI OyeM OYeHb Pafibl, €CJIM Bbl IPUCOSIMHUTECH K HaM. M moOMoXeTe B MOUCKax. —
AJekceil 3arIsiHY/T Ha3a]] B KOMHATY ¥ CBOMMU CJIOBaMU IIPYBJIeK BHUMaHUe Brku, 3acTaBuB Ty 00BO-
POKUTETHHO YIBIOHYThCS.

B stoT MOMeHT B OJiere BCIIBIXHYJIO YYBCTBO COIIEPHUYECTBA, J1a’ke HECMOTPsI Ha To, uTo Buka
ObL1a He B ero BKyce. CaMo 0CO3HAHME TOTO, UTO B PABHOW CUTYAIUH JIEBYIIIKA OT/Iaja MPeNoYTeHIe
JPYTOMY. .. U HE TIPOCTO JPYroMy, a TOMY, KTO U psIIOM He cTosi1 ¢ HuM. Yro ero, Onera, BhIXo1a
13 60raToii ceMbH, CIIOPTCMEHA C UJICTbHBIM TeJIOM, KOTOPBIN OfIeBaeTCsl TOJIBKO B JIUIITUX OyTHKaX
CTpaHBbl, JIEBYIITKA HEe YAIOCTOMIA Aake B3 A0M. FIMEHHO 110 3TOol MpUYMHE MapeHb Pelni 3aBOeBaTh
cep/lie ITOH JIEBYIIKU, JOKA3aB BCEM OKPYKAIOIIKUM CBOE MPEBOCXOICTBO, CBOIO U1€aIbHOCTb.

Adnekceil jxxe He coOMpascs HU C KeM COIlepHUYAaTh, XOTS U HE MOT' OTOpBaTh Iia3 OT Bukwu.
[Tpu 3TOM OH MOHMMAJT, YTO HACTOSAINEMY TTAPHIO He MO00aeT Tak ceOs BecTu. Benp moMa ero ket
HeBecTa, KOTopasi BOT-BOT JIOJIKHA CTaTh €ro JKeHOW. A 3HAYMT, HEOOXOIUMO cOOpaThCs U OOJIbIIIe He
CMOTPETh Ha 3Ty HE3HAKOMKY, MPEKPACHYI0, KaK aHTe]l CIYCTUBIIUICS ¢ HeOec.

— Tak, s npenyaraio OoJbIlle He TPATUTh BPEMEHH, a OTIIPABUTHLCS JaJIbIlle, — MPepBajl MBICIIA
BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOMIMX MuXaui 1, MOBEPHYBIIUCH, MOIIET HA3a/l, K JIECTHUIIE.

D10 OBLIO €AMHCTBEHHOE TMPABWIHLHOE peIlicHWEe, Bedb HUYEro HAWTH TaK W HE YIaioCh.
[Toatomy Bce pa3BepHY/IMCh U TIONUIM cliegoM 3a HUM. [Ipu stom Orter u Jlema nporycTuiiv Bre-
pen AeBYIIKY U, Cleays 3a Hell, 0OMEHUBAIUCH B3MJISIaMH COTIEPHUKOB. KOHEUHO, HUKTO HE BUJIEI
YX B3MJISIZIOB, TOTOMY Kak TOJbKO BuKa moBopauuBasiach, OHM PE3KO MEPEBOAMIIM HA Hee B3I U
IIIMPOKO YJIBIOANCH, BBIHYK/Iasl AEBYIIKY YabIOAaThCss UM B oTBeT. Ho BIIpyr skuBoT Oriera HAOMHWIT
0 cede. DTo 00CTOATEILCTBO MTHOBEHHO BBI3BAJIO CMEX OKPYKAIOIIHUX.

— A 4TO czienaerb, 1 BOOOIIe He TIOMHIO, KOTJia MOCIEAHUI pa3 ell, — HUUYTh He CMYyTHUBIIIUCH,
OTBETHUJI NAPEHb.
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— Hy, ecim mMbl HaiiieM KyxHIO, TO 00s13aTeIbHO M03aBTPAKaeM WM MOYXKUHAEM, WIH... — B
3TOT MOMEHT MuXau npu3agyMaics. — A Belb ACHCTBUTEIEHO, KOTOPBIH Yac? Y Koro-HUOyIb ecTh
yackl? — CIPOCUJI OH OKPY KalOILUX.

— 41 Bcerma HOIIy JIEKTPOHHBIE Yachkl. — Jlema ropao moBepHys CBOK PyKy M ocekcs. — Bbl
3HaeTe, OHU He padoTaloT... — YIMBJIEHUE TIapHs ObLIO ecTeCTBeHHBIM. Beb OH Beeraa 3a00Tuics
00 9THX yacax, Tak KaK caM KyIHJI UX Ha CBOIO MIEPBYIO 3apIuiary.

— He mynpeHo, uto y Te0s HUuYero He padotaeT, — 3acMesiyicss Oner U, MOBEPHYB 3aIlsCThe
JIEBOI PyKH, [TOKa3aJl JOporue mBeriapckue yacsl. — Mou Beerjia TOUHO MOKa3blBaloT, U ceiiuac OHU
TOBOPAT: MOJIOBUHA JIEBATOrO BEuepa.

— CTpaHHO, MOM TOKa3bIBAIOT COBCEM JAPYroe BpeMs, — 3aaymaiicss Muxaui, MeyIeHHO Jo0a-
BuB — CeMb yTpa.

— Jla m MoOusbHbIe TenedoHbl TOKe He padoTaT, — Buka yOpasia Ha3ad, B KapMaH, CBOM
MOOWIBHBIN Tesie)OH, TAKOTO JKe KPacHOTo IBeTa, Kak u ee capadan. [locrne atoro u3 apyroro kap-
MaHa OHa JJOCTajla KaKOi-TO MEeJaJIbOH. — Y MEHS €CTh €Ile CTPEJOYHBIE Yachl, HO 51 UX JJaBHO HE
nonsoauia. [Ipocto oHu goctamuch MHe OT OAOYIIKH, U s peIKO UMH TI0JIb30BaJIach, — MOCTE ITUX
CJIOB OHa TIOCMOTpeJIa Ha HUX U, HEMHOTO YMBUBIIKCH, T00aBUIa — [10Ka3bIBAIOT Yac HOYM.

— A 3TO yXe COBCEM He CMEIHO, — pe3Ko ckazai Oner. — fI g1ymaio, 4To Hac KTO-TO MOXUTHII
U CIIelMaIbHO COMIT BpeMsl Ha yacax. YToObl 3aCTaBUTh MTAHUKOBATb.

— MHe 310 coBceM He HpaBHUTCs. Tak 4To, JaBaiiTe Mockopee MpoOeKUM BCE ITaXKU, MOKET, U
HaiIeM 4TO-HUOYIb UHTEPECHOE, — PEIIUTEIbHO CKa3aa MHUIla U yCKOPHJI CBOM IIIar.

Temnepb Bce yeTBepo OBICTPO MUK BBEPX MO JIECTHUIIE, HAJIESCh HA CIIEAYIOIIEM 3TaXke HAUTH
BBIXOJ] Wi OKHa. OJTHaKO B TOT MOMEHT, Korja Muxauns oTKpbUI JBEPb, BCE YBUAEH JTMHHBII KOPU-
0P, IOJTHOCTBIO BBUIOXKEHHBIH TUTUTKOM. BO3Jie CTeH CTosiu OOMbIINE TEeNeKKH TS e/Ibl, a B BO3IyXe
BUCEJI IPUSTHBINA ¥ MAHSIIIIIA apOMaT CBEKEUCIIEYEHHBIX OyJI0UeK.

— $1 nymaio, 4TO 37€Ch MBI TOYHO HaiieM paOOTHHMKOB, — CKa3aJl OH M YCKOPWJI IIIar, MOYTH
niepexofs Ha Oer.

— Jla, 1 MOXeT, HaM yAacTcsl MOAKPENUThCs, — nopaepskai ero Oner u, yapOHyBIIMCh Buke,
rores1 3a Muxausom.

Jlema e peln He OCTaBaTbCs B CTOPOHE, NOIONU/A K IBEPU, OH OTKPBLI €€, HO IIPY 3TOM caM
He TOLIEeJ, a TaJJaHTHO NPEAJIOKUI TPOiTH ocTanbHbIM. HecMoTpst Ha To, uto Jlema BocnuThiBajcs B
HeOOoraToii CemMbe, ero pOAMTENH YIEJISI TOCTATOYHO OOJBIIIOE BHUMAHUE ITUKETY, TOITOMY MapeHb
HE MOT TMOCTYIIUTH MO-Apyromy. KoneuHo, Asekceit czienait 3To He TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO ObLIT XOPOIIIO
BOCIIUTAH.

Buka HEeMHOro cMyTHIach, HO He CTajla OTKa3bIBaThCSl, @ MUJIO YJIBIOHYBIINCH, TIONLIA BIEPE
U, IO JABILIUCh, KOIJa OH 3alJET, MOILIA PSIOM.

— Thol TOXE HE MOMHUIIIb, KaK TYT OKa3aJICsi? — IOMHTEPECOBAJIACh OHA.

— VBBI, HE TIOMHIO, — TOXaJI IJIe4YaMu riapeHb. EMy ObUTO OueHb MPUATHO, YTO JIEBYIIKA caMa
Hayasa pasroBop. BoT Tonbko AJiekcell He 3Hal, Kak MpoAouKUTh ero. [losromy cran nepedupars B
rOJIOBE BCE BO3MOKHbBIE TEMBI, HO BCE TaK WJIM MHAYE HE MOAXOAMUIIO, TaK YTO U O3 TOTO HaIlpsiKeHHasT
ray3a 3aTSruBajiach.

— U naBHO BbI yke TYT HaXOAUTECh? — BHOBb cJiejiajla MOMBITKY Buka.

— Jla HeT, — KOPOTKO OTBETWUJI TAPEHb, COXKAJIEs] O CBOEM OTBETE.

B 3TOT MOMEHT JieByIIIKa HEMHOTO paccTponiach. [loHMMas, 4To napeHs He XOUeT C Hell pas-
roBapuBaTh, OHa YCKOpPWJIA IIar ¥ O4eHb ObICTpO JorHasia Onera ¢ Muimei.

Takas peakuust pacctpowa Jlenry, HO cienath OH HUYero He Mor. Benp Jlema Bcerga Obut
OYeHb CKPOMHBIM M, KOHEUHO, HE YMeJl OOLIaThes ¢ ieByIIKamMu. U 1axe HeCMOTpsI Ha TO, YTO ObUI
JOCTATOYHO BECEIBIM M BCETa HAXOAMU OO SI3bIK C IPYTHMU JIIOABMH, KaK TOJBKO OH OCTaBaJICs
Hae/IvHe C JIEBYIIKOM, BCE MPOMCXOIMIIO C TOUHOCTBIO 10 HA000poT. [TapeHb He 3HaJ, 4TO MOKHO CKa-
3atb. IMEHHO 10 3TOi MPUYMHE AEBYIIKY HUKOTJa HE OCTABAJIMCh C HUM HaeMHE, 1a)Ke Te HECKOJIBKO
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TIOTTBITOK, YTO OBUTH B €r0 XKWU3HU, 3aKAaHUYMBAIMCH OBICTPO U HeymauHo. Obra, ero Oymymias xeHa,
cTaJia TIepBBIM U MOCJIETHUM JUTUTEIbHBIM OIBITOM B KM3HU MOJIOJIOTO YesoBeka. Beapb oHa He obpa-
I11aJ1a BHUMAHUSI HA €r0 CKPOMHOCTD B OOILIEHUH C IIPOTHBOTOJIOKHBIM ITOJIOM, MOKHO OBLIO CKa3aTh,
YTO €H 3TO OYEHb JIa)Ke HPaBUIJIOCh B HeM. [leByIlKa MOHUMasa, 4To AJleKceld HMKOTIa M HUKYJA OT
Hee He JeHeTcs. Benp oHa, CIIOBHO yparaH, BOPBAJIach B €ro JKU3Hb U TYT K€ OKPyTHIIA.

— Jla, moxose, 3/1eCh TOKe HET HU OIHOW XKMBOW JYIIH, — TPOMKO ckaszas Orier, BbiBeas Jlemry
U3 CBOMX MBICJIEH U 3aCTaBUB MOCMOTPETH Briepell. Ternepb OHU CTOSUTM BO3Je OOJBIION XKeJle3HOM
JBEPU, YXOIUBILEH B CTOPOHY.

— 4 nymaio, 4TO He CTOWT JeJaTh MOCHEIHBIX BEIBOJOB. CHavasa MpoBepruM BCe KOMHATHI, a
MOTOM yxke OyJeM JayMarh, — ckazaja MHuIla U MoTsiHyJ Ha ceOsl ABEPHYIO PYUKY.

JIBepb OTKpbUIaCh, M TIepe] HUMU OKa3alach OOJbIIIasi KOMHATA C JTMHHBIM METaJUTMYECKUM
CTOJIOM, CTOSIBILIIM B CaMOM IIeHTpe. Bozie Hero pacnosnarajgoch HECKOJIBKO BBICOKMX OApHBIX CTY-
sbeB. CTeHBI 1 11071 ObUTM BBUTOKEHBI M3 OEJION TTMTKH, CHITLHO TIOKENITEBIIEeN OT BpeMEHH, a B HEKO-
TOPBIX MeCTax Jiaxe rnocepesineit. [1o oHO# cTOpoHe, BO3JIe CaMO CTEHBI, CTOSUIN YEThIPE OrPOMHBIX
XOJIONWJIbHUKA, SIBHO ITPOM3BOICTBEHHOTO MaciTada. Ha apyrux creHax Bucen HeOOMbIINE SITUKH,
B OTHOM U3 KOTOPBIX CKBO3b ITPO3PAYHOE, HEMHOT'O TIOCEPEBIIIee CTEKJI0, MOKHO OBUIO YBUIETh MHO-
AeCTBO TapesoK. OCBelleHre 0Ka3aJ0Ch MTPEKHUM, Ha OJHOM U3 CTEH PSJIOM JIPYT C JPyroM BUCEIU
JBa TPEXIJIaBbIX CBETHJIbHMKA. KOHEUHO, /11 TAKOrO OrPOMHOTIO MOMEIIEHHsI UX CBEeTa He XBaTallo,
1 9TO OBbUIO OYE€Hb CTPAHHO, TIOTOMY UTO OBbIJIO OUYEBUIHO: 3TO KyXHs, IJIe TOTOBST ey, IIepe]] TeM Kak
pasnarh MOCETUTENNSAM. A B TAaKUX TMOMEIIEHUSIX BCEI/ia JIeJaloT OYeHb XOpOIliee OCBEIICHHE.

— Tenepb MBI 3HaeM, UTO 3TO KyXHsl, — c/iesiaia 3aKkmoueHne Buka. — BoT TOJIbKO HEMOHSITHO,
r71e ke padOTHUKHU?

— Ila, MBI TOXE 3aaeMcsl STUM BOIPOCOM, — oTBeTr 1 OJier U, MOAMUTHYB, MOILIe BIEpe.

— Iloxoxe, 310 TymUK, — 6e3pagocTHO ckazan Jlema.

— He Tynuk! — ropno orseru OJer v OTKpbUI JBEPh Ha IPOTHUBOIOJIOKHON CTOPOHE, TPOTSAHYB
PYKY BIIepesi M IIMPOKO YIBIOHYBIINCH. B Takiie MOMEHTHI MapeHb YIHMBAJICS CBOMM CAMOTIOOUEM.

— OTIMYHO, 3HAYUT, MPOIOIKAEM JIBUTaThCs, — TBEPIO 3asiBUI Mula, Mogoias K ABepU, HO
Ouier HEOXKUIAHHO OCTAaHOBUII €T0.

— JaBaii He Oynem ToporuThest. [Ipensaralo HEMHOTO MOCHIETh, TIOYMaTh M, KOHEUHO, MOJI-
KpenuThesl. — Bee TyT ke OKMHY/IM NapHs HeoJOOPUTEIbHBIMU B3IJISIIAMU, HO TOT HHUCKOJIBKO He
CMYTHJICS. — A UYTO, Be[lb HEU3BECTHO, CKOJIbKO HAM TYT €I1le OPOMTh, & TAK XOTs ObI XKeTYIKU OyayT
CBITHI.

B cnoBax aToro ropaena Obiia JIOTMKa, 3aCTaBUBINAs MHUIIY OTCTYITUTh U, MOAOHS K XOJIO-
IWJIBHUKY, OTKPBITh ero. KOHeYHO, OH He pacCUMThIBAT HAWTH TaM XOTs Obl KaKUe-TO MPOTYKTHI.
OpnHako, K CBOEMY BEJIMKOMY YIUBJICHUIO, OH OOHAPYXKMJI TaM OrPOMHBIE 3aI1achl pa3HOTO POAA €/bl.

— Jlagno, yropopwi. HeMHOro noakpenvumcs, 1 OTOpaBUMCS JaJIblIe.

— A BBl TOYHO YBEPEHBI, UYTO TaK MOKHO? — 0OECTIOKOEHHO cIipocuia Buka.

— Jla mouemy Obl ¥ HET! — OO K IPyroMy XOJIONMJIBHUKY, YBepeHHO oTBeTH Orer. — Hy
a eCJIM YTO, TO MbI TPOCTO PACIIIATUMCS, JEHbI'M — 9TO HE MpooiemMa.

Jlena, KOHEYHO, Tak HE CUMTAJI, OJHAKO PEIIMJI MpoMOYaTh. YBepeHHocTh Onera 3apasuiia
OCTaJIbHBIX, ¥ OHM CTAJIM MIPOCMAaTPUBATh IKA(]bI ¥ XOJIOAMIBHUKH, BuKa BoOOIIIe Mojionuia K IJIiTe,
1 OOHAPYKUB, UTO Ta padOTaET, pelinia MPUroTOBUThH YTO-HUOYAb UHTepecHee OyTepOpooB. CamMbIM
OBICTPBIM Y TIPABIJIBHBIM pellleHreM OblIa SMYHUIIA, TOITOMY JEBYIIKA HalllJla HEOOXOAUMBIE MHTpe-
JMEHTHI ¥ TIOCTABHJIA CKOBOPOJIKY Ha OTOHb. MYyKUHMHBI TYT e MOAOLUIN U CTAJIA CMOTPETh Ha TIPH-
SITHO TIOTPECKUBAIOIIYIO SIMYHMILY, YTO M3JTydaia OOBOPOKUTEIIBHBIN 3ariax.

— Kak xe XopoIo, 4to cpeay Hac ecTb MPEeACTABUTENIbHUIIA KEHCKOTO T0Ja, — KaK TOJIBKO
CKOBOPOJIKa OKa3asiach Ha crosne, OJer nepBbIM HAKMHYJICS Ha €1y U, HAOWB MOJTHBIN POT, PaCTUIBLICS
B YJIBIOKE.
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— 3HauuT, 3TO €IMHCTBEHHAs IPUUMHA, 10 KOTOPOM Bl pafbl MHE? — MOCMOTPEB Ha MapHs,
CIIPOCHJIA JIEBYIIIKA.

— Koneuno, nvet! — Tyt ke orBetrs1 Oner. — Ho 3TOT MOMEHT SIB/ISIETCSI OYEHb MPUSATHBIM.
MoxHO faxe cKa3zaTb, HEOTbEMIIEMBIM.

— OueHb BKYCHO, Thl IIPEKPACHO TOTOBMILb, — LIETIOTOM CKa3asl AJIeKcel, MOACEBIINN Kak
MOXHO OJIMKE K JEBYIIKE, TIPY 9TOM 3aCTaBUB IIeKM BUKM MOKPHITBCS pyMSIHIIEM, a I71a3a 3aCTeH-
YMBO OITYCTUTHCS BHU3.

Bce npurotoBieHHOE ObIJIO YHUUTOKEHO B CYMTaHHBIE MUHYTHI. M Kak TOJIBKO Ipsi3Hast rmocyaa
OKa3aJlach aKKypaTHO CJIOKEHHOW B PaKOBHMHE, BCE OTIIPABUJIMCH Jaibliie. Buka, koHeyHO, xoTena
BBIMBITh TIOCY/ly, OJHAKO BCE PEIINUJIM, UTO CEITUac He CTOMT Ha 3TO TPaTUTh BpeMsl. Beib HeM3BeCTHO,
HaWAYT JIM OHKU BBIXOJl WJTK XOTsI Obl KOTO-HUOY/Ib KUBOTO.

A eciu HeT, TO, CKOpee BCero, OHU BEpHYTCSl Ha3ajl, ¥ TOTAA MOKHO OyleT BBIMBITH MOCYY.
JleByIKa corfiacuiach, XOTs M HeJlb3s ObUIO CKa3aTh, YTO IS Hee 3To ObuIio mpocto. OHa Oblia BOC-
[UTaHa B OYEHb IPUIMYHOM CEMbE, U MaMa C PAHHETO JIETCTBA yuuia ee JOMAIHUM JeJlaM, CUUTas,
YTO UMEHHO 3T KayecTBa Oy1yT HEOOXOIMMBI B JIIOOOH CeMENHOM KU3HHU.

OpnHaxo, 3aiiJ 3a 1BEpb, BCE OUEHb CUIIBHO pacCTPOMIINCh. Briepeu ux /1a1 HOBbIH IJTMHHBIA
kopunop. [1pu Bune ero Muxaui rpoMko Beipyrajics. Ho neBarbest ObIJIO HEKya, TOTOMY BCe Mpo-
JOJDKUJIM MyTh, CBOPAUMBasi TO B OJHY, TO B IpyTrylo cTOpoHy. [Ipu 3TOM neproguyecky oHu BCTpe-
Yanu OOJIbIINE METAJUIMYECKUE IBEPH, 32 KOTOPBIMH OTKPBIBTCH HOBBIE ITyTH.

— YyBCTBYI0 ceOs1 MBIIIIBIO, KOTOPYIO TIOCAAWIA B JTAOMPUHT U TeNepb CMOTPST, CMOTY JIH 51
HaWTH BBIXOJ WM HET, — TSKEJIO B3A0XHY Orer.

— A MOXerT, U npaBja, HaJ, HAMU CTaBAT SKCHEPUMEHT? — MPEANoNoKuI AJleKcel, HalyraB
Buky.

— Moxer, Tbl 4 paB... — 3agyMaics Muxaui. — BoT TOJIbKO YTO-TO MEHSI CMYILAeT BO BCEW
3T0i cutyauuu. Ho 4To MMEHHO, HUKaK He MOT'Y MOHSITb.

— A MeH# 371eCh HUYEro He HaCTOpaXMUBaeT, — peruuTenbHo 3asaBui Orer. — [1ycTsb 3ToT 3KCre-
PUMEHTATOp MOSIBUTCSA. S TOrga eMy yCTpOIO TaKue SKCIIEPUMEHTHI, UTO OH Y MEHSI 3alloeT. ..

B 3TOT MOMEHT JJaMIIOUKM CTaIM MOpPraTh, 3aCTaBUB BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX, MPUKATHCSA Kak
MOXHO OJMKe JPYT K APYry ¥ BHUMATENIBHO BIVISIIETHCS B OKpyXkatoiee. M BOpyr cBeT coBceM Mpo-
a1, IOrpy3uB B TEMHOTY M 0€3 TOro TeMHOE MoMeIlieHre. B 3T cekyHbl CTpax MoCeTuIcs B Cepile
Kax10ro, faxe y Onera B HENPONIsAJHON TEMHOTE MOJCO3HAHNE BbIIABAJIO yKACHbIE KapTUHBI. Benp
HUKTO HE 3HAET, YTO MOXET MMPOU30MTH, 3TO MECTO IOJHO 3arajIok M HEMOHSATHBIX MOMEHTOB, HE
TMO/JAIOIIMXCS JIOTHKE.

— He crout nanukoBats! — paznanics TBepaplii roioc Muxauna. — Ceiiuac BKJIIOUMTCS CBET, U
BCE BCTAHET Ha CBOM. ..

Ho noroBoputh OH He ycrien, B KOMHATe pa3Jaiuch Tsokesnsle mard. CJI0BHO HEKTO MOAXOAUII
K HUM B carorax, Ha KaOlyKax KOTOpbIX ObLTM MOAKOBBI. CKJIaIbIBAJIOCH BIEYATIEHHE, YTO K HUM
HAITPaBJISUICS] HEKUM KOBOOM, TOJBKO YTO COLIEIINIA C JIOMIAAW, U PhIllaph, HALICIMBIINHI Ha ceOst
MHOXECTBO JI0CTIeXOB. [Ipr 3TOM Kak/bli 11ar He3HAKOMI[a ObLT HACTOJIBKO YBEPEHHBIM, UTO CEpILIe
JKEHILMHBI 3aTPeneTayio OT cTpaxa. MyX4MHBI )K€ OTYasIHHO MbITAJIMCh OCMOTPETHCS B MOJTHOM TEM-
HoTe. Ho Bce ObLIO TIETHO, ThMa Ha/IeKHO MpsITaa HE3HAKOMIIA, KOTOPBI OYeHb XOPOIIO OpHEH-
TUpoBaICs. VI BAPYT JIAMIIOUKU B CBETUJIbHUKAX CHOBA OKWJIM, OCBETHUB IOMelleHue. B ux Tyckiom
CBETE BCE YBUJIEIM CTPAHHOIO YesIOBEKa C MACKOM Ha Jiviie. B Hell He ObUIO pa3pe3oB HU IS I71a3,
HU 1A pra. [Jyxas yepHast Macka, 0 KOTOPOM MPOXOAWia cBemias U30rHyTas nojoca. Oner oH
ObLT B TAKOW K€ UIMHHBIA YEPHBIN TUIAI, TUIOTHO 3aKPHIBABIIMN TEJIO U HEMHOTO PACXOIUBIIHUICS
KHU3Y. YTO MMEHHO MOTJIO HAaXOAMThCS MO TUIAIIOM, HUKTO He 3HaJI M He XoTes Obl 3HaTh. Ha Horax
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ero ObUTM YepHbIe OOTMHKY Ha BBICOKOH TOJIONIBE, a B PyKaxX OH JiepKaJl OOJBIIYIO AajleKO He HOBYIO
OelicOompHYI0 OMTY. Jlake MpU TAKOM IJIOXOM OCBEIIEHHH MOXHO OBUIO YBUIETh ITyOOKHE MU Ha
9TO OUTe M HeOOJbIIME MATHA TEMHO-KpacHOro 1Beta. CaM 4YesloBeK OKa3alicsl BHICOKOTO pocTa H,
CyZs 1O BHEITHEMY BHY, ObUT KpaiiHe CUJIEH.

3710 00CTOATEHCTBO 3aCTABUJIO 3aCTHITh KPOBb B JKIJIaX Jiiofiel. Bce HeloyMeHHO cMOTpesu Ha
HE3HAKOMIIA U TIHITATUCh OCO3HATh, YTO €My HYKHO M [0YeMy OH Tak BuIIIAuT. Ho TOT He apema,
BOCIIOJTb30BABIIVICH BCEOOITIel PaCTePSIHHOCTBIO, MIOKPeITye CxKajl PyKOSATh OMTHI M OOk BIIEpe/.
ITpu 3TOM M31aBast PHIK, MOX0KUI HA 3BEPUHBIN.

He ycnieBmmii Hu4ero coodpaszutb Oyier MOMEHTAIBHO OTJIETeN B CTOPOHY. Muxawmi xe ycnem
YBEPHYThCS U, OTTOJIKHYB HE3HAKOMIIA, IOIOeXka K JiexkalleMy Ha MoJTy MapHIo.

— Tel kak? — TyT ke cIIpoCuJI OH. — JIBUraTbcsi MoXelnb?

— Iymaio, 4To J1a, — OTBETHJI TOT, JEPKaCh PyKOH 32 TOJIOBY.

Muixani nofgat eMy pyky W, TIOJHSIB HA HOTH, J0OABUIT:

— 41 ero 3agepxy, a Bbl MOKa Oerure!

IMocne sToro oH cxBatui yOouHKy Osera u modexan K HEe3HaKOMILY, KOTOPBI B 3TO BpeMs
MeJICHHBIMH, HO PEIIUTEIbHBIMU [IaraMH TOIXOAMI K CTeHe, BO3JIe KOTOPOM, CKABILIHCh, CTOSLITH
Jlema u Buka. Ajnekceii, HECMOTPsI Ha TO YTO OOSIICS, BCE JKe 3aKphIBaI COO0I BUKY 1 UTO-TO Kpriam
HEe3HaKoMITy. B 3ToT MOMeHT nofocries1 Muina u, pa3MaxHyBIIMCh, YAAPUJI MO TYJIOBUILY MYKYMHbI
B Macke. ToT cxkasicst OT O0/MM U ynani Ha 1moji. A B CleayIonmid MOMEHT K HUM nogoexan Orer u,
CXBAaTUB 3a PYKy JIEBYIIKY, MOTAIIMI €€ Ha3aa. AJIEKCel XOTell OCTaThCsl, HO MuIla OTpUIaTeIbHO
MoKayaJl TOJIOBOU.

— Bern, noka ectb BO3MOXXHOCTB! — IOCIIE 3TUX CJIOB OH IMOAOIIENT K HE3HAKOMILY U, OTOPOCUB
ero OUTy HOTOM, HACTABUJI CBOIO MAJIKY. — ' OBOpH, KTO THI TAKOH M YTO OT HAC XOYeIIb?

OnHaKo TOT HUYEro He OTBETHJI, JIMIIIb CTaJl TPOMKO cMesiThesl. [locnie yero B 0IHO MrHOBEHHUE
BBIOVJT HOTOH MaJIKy M3 pyK MUIIIM 1, OTTOJIKHYB €ro HOraMu, CXBaTWJI CBOIO OUTY. MuXani Toxe He
pactepsiiicsi, ObICTPO BCKOUMJI HA HOTH U, CXBAaTUB CBOE OPYXHeE, BHICTABUII BIiepell. B 3TOT MOMeHT
HaraJaBIINiA TOIOIIEN K HeMy MOOJMKE M Tak ke BbIcTaBmI OuTy. [locie yero cHoBa 3acMestics
Y, pa3MaxHYBILICh, HAHEC OTPOMHOM CHIIBI yap. Muxaui efie ycren 3aliUTUTLCS TaIKol, HO yaap
ObLT TAKOM CHJIBI, YTO €r0 OTKMHYJIO B CTOPOHY. PyKy CHJIBHO 3aryneinu, a Ha J1aJloHu 0Opa3oBavCh
HeOOJbIIMe TIOPe3bl OT AEPEBANIKU. B 3TOT MOMEHT, OHUMAsI, YTO CpakaTbCsi OECCMBICIIEHHO, OH
PEIIUTEbHO HAlPaBHJICS K JBEPH.

Hesnakomerr yBuzesn, 4to TOT yoeraet, 1 ObIcTpo KuHyJcs ciaeqom. OqHako Muina okasascs
JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIO MOArOTOBJIEH M B OAMH MOMEHT, JIOCTUTHYB JIBEpH, Beldylllel Ha KyXHIo, 3a0e-
JKaJl, pe3Ko 3aKphIB ee. B 3Ty ke cekyHay kK Hemy nozyietest Ouier, 1 OHM BMeCTe MPUKAIUCh TIeYaMU
K 31ou iBepu. U kak pa3 BoBpemsi! Uepes ceKyHAy MO Hel pa3/iajics ONTyIIUTEIbHbINA, HEBEPOSTHOM
CUJIBI YAap, HO TIAPHU YCTOSTH. A MOAOCTIEBIINI AJIEKCel MPOTsHYI HEOOBIIYIO, H30THYTYIO METa-
JIMYECKYIO TaJKy, KOTOpasl MIOMOTIJIa 3aKPbITh MPOXo. Tereps, OTOi/s HEMHOTO Ha3a[, BCE IMPUTO-
TOBWJINCH, BeJJb HEM3BECTHO, CKOJIKO JIBEPh €Ille CMOXKET MX 3allUIIaTh. A Tak, B 3aMKHYTOM IPO-
CTPaHCTBE, y HUX ObUI0O HAMHOTO MEHbIIIE [IIAHCOB, YeM B KOPHUJIOpE.

Ho Bapyr, mocie HeCKOMBKUX yIapoB, 3a ABEPHIO pa3fajics AyNIepa3aupaloiInil KpUK, 1 BCe
yZapsl cMonkJii. Bee mpucyTcTByionye ObUli YAUBIICHBI.

— JIymaels, oH ymen? — TyT ke CIIPOCHII IepeyTraHHbli AJIEKCEN.

— Heussecrno. Ho 51 mymarto, moka paccinadnsiTbesi He CTOUT, — 3a/IbIXasiCh, OTBETUI Muina.

— [pennarato He MATH Ty/A, a cpa3y OTIPABUTHCS HA CIIEAYIONIMI Ta)k. Benp apyroro mpoxona
HET, a 3HAYMT, Mbl €r0 Ha Bpems 3arpem, — npemioxua Oner. Bee cormacumich, Tombko Muxani
TaK OBICTPO He coOMpasics yXonuTh. [Ipoiis 1Mo KyxHe, OH B3sUl TP OOJIBIINX HOXA U TPOTSIHYJ UX
Ornery u Anekcero. Buke, KOHEUHO, TOXe He MoMelaia Obl 3aluTa, HO Hoxel Oosbiie He Obuto. Jla
JEBYIIKA U He coOupanack HUKyAa uaru. OHa cujiena Ha CTyse, Besl OJieJHast M CUJIbHO HaITyraHHasl,
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HEMpepbIBHO CMOTPsSI HA Ty camyio JiBepb. TeM Oolsiee Tpoe MyXYMH HaBepHSIKA CMOTYT 3alllUTHTh
OIHY XPYIIKYIO JIEBYIIIKY.

— llepxuTe TH HOXY MPH cebe Ha BCAKUIM ClTydaid, — 100aBuiI Muxau, 3acTaBuB yopatb Opy-
JKHE K ceOe 3a 1105C, U ITOIONTH K Buke.

— Ham nopa, — ckazan oH. Ho aeBynika naxe He moleBeauIack. — Buka, HaM nopa WITH.
Capimmins ?! — OH clierka JIepHyJI ee 3a IJIe40, MPUBOJs B UyBCTBO.

JleByllika MoOBepHY/a TOJOBY U MOcMOTpesia Ha Muxawia mia3amu, NoiaHbMK cie3. [Torom
3aKpbUIa IJ1a3a pyKamH U 3arvlakaa.

— 4 Hukyna He noiAy! — He MOIHUMAs TOJIOBBI, CKBO3b CJIE3bl CKa3aJla OHa.

Muxaun npucen Ha KOPTOUKHU, OTHSIJT €€ PYKH OT JIMIa U 3ariisiHyJl B KpacUBbIE Kapue Ijasa.
[MormeITasncs yaslOHYThCS.

— 4 monumaro, Tebe ceifuac OUeHb CTpAIHO, — HaYal OH. — Ho MbI momkHbl uat. Tel Beb
XOUeIllb OTCIoAa BeIOpaThesi? — JIeByIiika elie pa3 BCXJIMITHYJIA U, TOCMOTPEB HA MYKUUHY, KUBHYJIA.

— Bort u xopomo. Msr Toxe. Ho eciu OyaeM cuaeth, TO HUKOTZA He HaijaeMm Bbixon. Moem.
Muxana BCTall ¥ B3sUT ee 3a pyKy. Brka MojHsUIach CO CTy/ia U BHITEp/ia CBOOOJHON PYKOW CJIe3bl.
[Mocrte 3TOrO HaTAHYJA HA JIAIO YILIOKY U MOIIUIA BIEPE.

%k % %

Terepb OHU 1M y&Ke HE TaK YBEPEHHO, Be/ib ObLJIO HEU3BECTHO, €CTh JIM 3/1eCh APyTrre He3Ha-
KoMIIbl. IMEHHO 1O 9TON MpUYUHE KaXk/Iblid MOCTOSTHHO O3UPAJICS MO CTOPOHAM. A KaK TOJBKO OHU
NoOpaiCh O JBEPH, BedyIIel Ha JIECTHUILY, TO OCTOPOKHO OTKPBUIH €€ Y HAIPABUJIVMCh Ha CIIe/Iy-
IOIIUH ITAX.

— He nonumaro, korja oHu 3akoH4Yarcsi? — B3IOXHYN Asiekcell. — Takoe olnyieHue, YTo Mbl
TIOTAJIM B KpaiHe BBICOKOE 3JJaHueE.

— Wnu ceiiuac HaxogumMcs nion 3emuiedd, — no6aswi Orer. — [ToatoMy 371ech U HET HU OJIHOTO
OKHa.

- I[a, HO BE€Ib Muxaun TrOBOpUJI, YTO BHJC OKHA, KOTOPLIC 6I)UII/I 3aKPLIThI IUIOTHOH TKaHBIO.
3HaunT, TaM MOXET OKa3aThCs BBIXOH Ha yiuily. — HecMoTpst Ha ciioBa Anekces, Bce He 0co00 B
9TO BEpWJIM, OJHAKO HUKTO HUYEro He OTBeTW/. Be/lb Kak M3BECTHO, HAaJeKJa YMUPAET MOCJIeIHEN.
A ceiiuac, Kpome TOro, Kak HaJesiThCsl, HIUero OOJIbIlie He OcTaBasiochk. [109TOMY, Kak TOJIBKO BCe
JOCTHUIJI HOBOW JIBEPH, TO OBICTPO paCIaxHY/IM €€ U BOILIA BHYTPb.

— Vpa! — Bockuknyn Orer.

B 310i1 KOMHaTe Ha OOJBIIION BBICOTE PACIIONATATIOCh HECKOIBKO HEOOBIIMX OKOIIEK, TNIOTHO
3aKPBITHIX YEPHOU TKaHbIO. MUIIIa jke BCIOMHUII, KAaK HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi Ha3aj] OUHYJICS B 3TOM KOPH-
A0p€ U, HE TIOHMMas, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT, CITYCTUJICA BHUS.

- H, KOHEYHO, HE XO4Y BBIITIAACTD IECCCUMHUCTOM, HO KaK BbI INITAHUPYETE 10 HUX IIOTHHYTI)C}I? -
03a/1a4eHHO cripocuJ Jleria, HeMHoro ocaaus mbul Oiera.

HeﬁCTBHTeﬂbHO, OKHa pacrojiarajJvcb BbICOKO, ITOYTHU MO CaMbIM IMOTOJIKOM, U 1OCTATb 10 HUX
OBbLJIO KpaifHe MpoOIeMaTUIHO.

— Tlpemnaraio MOCTYyMUTH CIEAYIOIAM OOpa3oM, — HEMHOTO TOPA3MBICIIUB, IMPEITIOKHUII
Muia. — Buka, Thl BCTaHb y IBEpH U, €CJIM UTO, MPeayNpeauins 06 onacHocTi. Mbl ke ¢ Onerom
BO3bMEMCSI 32 PYKH U MOgHUMEM Jlexy.

JleBy1IIKa eliie He OTOIIA OT TPOU3OMIEIIEro, ¥ TIO3TOMY HAXOAMIACh B HEOOJIBINION 3aTOPMO-
sxeHHocTu. [TosToMy Kk Helt ofoiies1 Muiiia 1, OJIOKUB CBOIO PYKY Ha €€ XPYITKOe I1e40, 3arOBOPIUIT:

— Buka, 1 nmoanmaio, Tede crparno. Ho ripeacraBp, 4to OyeT ¢ Hamu, eClid OH CHOBA MPHUJIET
Y MBI €r0 He 3aMeThM. [103ToMy MBI OUeHb HyK/1aeMCsl B TBOEH MIOMOIIH. Thl Be/Ib He XOUelllb, YTOObI
OH TIpuIlIeN CHOBa?

Buka orpuniatenbHO OKavasa rojioBOi.
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— Torma noxanyiicta, BCTaHb y JBEPU, U €CJM OH MOSIBUTCS, TO Thl HAC MpeLyNpeaullb.
Xoporio?

YV Buku He ObU10 BBIOOpA, € PUIILIOCh cortacuThesi. OHa MOIOILIA K ABEPU U CTAJIa CMOTPETh
B KOpU0p. Muxauni xe CHOBa BEpHYJICS K MapHSM.

— Hy uro, Jlemi, rotoB? — XJIONHYB NapHs M0 IJ1e4y, CIpocu Muxauii.

— A Bbl MEH$1 TOYHO HE YPOHMUTE? — HEMHOI'O HAaIlyTaHHO CIIPOCHJI TIAPEHb.

— Hy, cmotps1, kak TbI Oyzenb cedst BecTu, — yiabioHyscs Oner.

— Tak! XBaTuT MyraTh NapHUIIKY, — IMAKHYJ HA Hero Muina. — KoneuHo, Mbl TeOs1 He ypOHHM,
TaK YTO MOXeIllb HE BOJTHOBAThCA. Jla M, KCTaTH, KOIJla OKaXelllbCsl HaBepXy, TO JOCTaHb CBOM HOX
Y pa3pexb UM IOJIOTHO.

B npyroii cutyaru nmapeHb TOYHO OTKas3ajicsi Obl, HO B JaHHBI MOMEHT 3/1€Ch HaXOIWJIACh
nesywka. Koropas, XoTs U cTosuia BO3jie ABEpH, BCE PaBHO MEPUOAMYECKH MOIVIsAbIBAJIA HA HETO.
W nipeactaTh B ee m1a3ax TPycoM MapeHb He Mor. [1o3Tomy, CTUCHYB 3yObl, OH KMBHYJI TOJIOBOH H,
MOJONAS K HUM, IpUroToBuics. OH B3suics 3a Tuiedo MUIM ¥ HACTYIUII OIHOM HOTOM Ha UX CKpe-
nieHHsle ¢ OneroM pyku. ITotom cxBaruiics 3a miedo Onera, ¥ BcTal Ha UX pyKd. MyX4uHBI cTanu
aKKypaTHO ero nogHumars. Ilpu stom Jlema novyBcTBOBaJI, Kak 3apOXalyd €ro HOru. AJiekce
BOOOIIIe HE BHIHOCHII BBICOTY, Jake MajieHbKylo. M Bcerma crapajics Kak MOXKHO pexe 3a0uparbcs
HaBepx. Ho ceituac o0cTosTeIbCTBA CKIIAIBIBAIUCH MHAYE, 1 MY MPUXOAUIIOCH TepreTh. OIHaKO OH
HE Ha CEeKyH[y He MepecTaBasl IyMarh o Buke, koTopasi, 0o3a0biB O CBOEM IpeHa3HAYEHNHU, HeTpe-
PbIBHO Ha0JM0/1a71a 32 ero AercTBUsIMU. [1oaTOoMy, cCOOpaB BCIO BOJIO B KYyJIaK, OH MOCTAPAJICS HE CMOT-
PETh BHU3 U, JOCTaB U3-3a M05ICA HOX, BBITSHYJICS BBEPX.

Tenepb, Korjaa ero pyku JOTATMBAJIKMCH JO Kpasi YEPHOM TKaHW, 3allelB €€, OH JOCTal HOX.
W, BHITSHYBIIMCH HA MAKCUMYM, C/iesiasl HeOOMbIoi Haape3. Ho BApYr cBeT CHOBa CTaj MOprarth,
U Ha CeKyHAy Bce creMHesio. Korna BHOBb 3aropesuch JaMIIOYKHY, MAPHU YBUIEHM TOTO K€ CaMOTO
He3HakoMua. TolbKO B 3TOT pa3 OH CTOsUI MO3aJy JEBYILKHU U, C:KaB PyKOH ee IIel0, CMOTpes Ha
OCTaJbHBIX. B Ipyroii pyke OH Jepskai 3HAKOMYIO BceM OUTY, CTyda ee KOHIIOM O TIOJI. DTUM CaMbiM
OH HAaCMeXaJICsl HaJl My)KYMHAMH, ITOKa3bIBasi, YTO COBCEM HUKOTO He OOUTCS.

— OTnycTy ee HeMeJIeHHO ! — 3a0bIB O TOM, UTO CTOUT Ha PyKax, MPOKpUYal AJIeKcel U criesa
1ar Brepes.

— To1 yero TBOpHILIBL! — rpoMKoO pokpryan Oser, BoBpeMs noiiMas Jlemy, 4yTb He pyXHYBILIETO
C BBICOTHI.

— Tak, naBait OpicTpo BHM3! — MprKa3zaa Muina, ¥ CTajx HOMOraTh MapHIO CITyCKaThCs.

B 310 Bpems He3HaKOMell He CTajl CAEPKUBAThCS, BCS 3Ta KAPTUHA PACCMEIINIA €0 OYEHb U
ouyeHb cuibHO. [lokperue cxkaB 1I€l0 JEBYIIKH, OH U30THYJICA OT cMexa. BoT Tonbko ronoc ero He
ObLT IOXOK Ha YesoBeyecKkui. U ero mactu BHIPHIBAJIOCh HEUTO TIOXOKEE Ha 3BEPUHBIN PBIK.

— Byznem nerictBoBath ObICTpO. — Muxamit cTapajicst TOBOPUTH KaK MOXHO THIIIE, YTOOBI HE3HA-
KOMeIl HUJero He ycibimait. — Ouer, Mbl ¢ TOOO# oTBiiedeM ero. Jlema, Tel XBaTail Buky, u Oerurte K
JIECTHULIE, OTTY/Ia HA CJIEYIOIMI 3TaX. A Mbl CJIEJOM 32 BaMHU.

[TapHu coracumck Ha 3TO U, KUBHYB, IpUrotoBuinck. Oser ¢ Muiueii Bulliuy Breper, a Jlema
OTOIIIeNT HeMHOTO Ha3ajl. [Ipu 3ToM Bce T0CTany CBOM HOXKH U, IEPETJISTHYBIIUCh, TOOEkKaI BIEepes.
B 3T0T MOMEHT He3HaKoMel| OTTOJIKHYJ JEBYILIKY U, BHICTABUB OJHY PYKY BIepel, chejall YTO-TO
HEMOHATHOE. MaxHyB eil B CTOPOHY, OH cBaIWJI Multy u, caenas To ke camoe, nopaiui Osera. Jlemna
ke ycren godexarh 10 BUKy u, cXBaTHB ee 3a pyKy, HOMbITICS MoAHATh. Ho ObUIO yke MOo3aHO,
HEe3HaKOMeIl TiepeBesT Ha HUX B3MJIsi, OBICTPO MOAJIETeN K MApHIO U, CXBATUB €0 3a TOpJio, MpUKal K
creHe. [1pu 3TOM MOAHSAB HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO MO3BOJISLIA PyKa.

Tem BpemMeHeM Muiiia nonbITasics NOIHATHCS, HO He cMor. HeBegomas cuia npukumala ero K
TI0JTy, He JJaBasi BOBMOKHOCTU IBUHYThCS. OH ObIcTpo mocMoTpen Ha Onera v MOHSL, 4TO €ro TaKke
JEpPKUT 3Ta cwiia. MykunHa, IEpernoIHEHHBIN OTYasiHbs, NiepeBelt B3rAA Ha Auiekces. Tort, npu-
XKaThli K CTeHe, U3 TIOCJESHUX CHJI Maxajl pyKaMu, MBITasCh OCBOOOIUTHLCS, HO BCe OBUIO TIIETHO.
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Muxaui crai uckarth B3rIsAoM Buky. [leByiika jexaina Bo3jie CTeHbI U He T0fIaBajla HUKAKUX IPH-
3HAKOB KM3HU. Bcs 3Ta KapTHHA BBI3BAJIA MPHUCTYN MAHUKH, TOTPY3WB CO3HaHWE MWUIIM B yXac.
«Heyxemu 310 koHen?! — myman oH mpo ceds. — 5 He coOMparch Tak yMUPATh!»

Muina TyT ke BCTpENeHYJICs U CTaJl PhIThCS B KAPMaHaXx, MbITAsICh HAUTH YTO-HUOY/Ib BaXKHOE.
Kawmens, pakoH, memok ¢ 3emiieit. He BakHO, T1aBHOE, YTOOBI 9TO MOTJIO TOMOYb. OH JIMXOpaI0uHO
riepephiBajl Bce, 4To ObLIO B KapMaHe, IPY 3TOM OYeHb OBICTPO BBIKUBIBAS Bemd. M BAPYT Mpon3o-
IIJI0 HEUTO cTpaHHOe. Muxawl oayBCTBOBAJI, UTO €ro OoJibllle HUYero He yaep:kusaio. Heenomas
cuita ucriapwiack. OH OBICTPO BCKOUMJI HA HOTH M TTOCMOTpENT Ha To MecTo, rae Obu1 Oner. OgHako
TOTO TaM yXke He ObLJIO, TApeHb OeXasl K He3HAKOMITY, KPErKO CxKUMast KyJlaku. MrHoOBeHHe — U OH
yXe psgoM. PazmaxHyBIIMCh, MapeHb cOMJT HE3HAKOMIIA C HOT, 3aCTaBUB OTIYCTUTH Jlemry u camoro
noBamThes Ha ciiuny. [ocrne 3toro Oner pe3ko BCKOYMII Ha HETO, M CTall HAHOCUTD YIAphl IO MacKe.
B s10T MOMeHT Muimia GbICTPO CJIOKUI B KApMaH Bce, YTO JOCTaBaI JI0 3TOro, U, oadexkaB K Buke,
B3s11 ee Ha pyku. Tem Bpemenem Ouier cxBaTuil JyOUHY M, HAaHECS yzap 1o He3HaKoMmily, momor Jleme
MOTHATHCS Ha HOTU. Terepb OHU OBICTPO BHIOEKAIM B KOPUIOP ¥ 3aXJIOMHYIH 3a coOoi 1Bepb. CTos
Ha JIECTHUYHOM IUJIOIIAIKE, CTAIM JIMXOPAJI0YHO AyMaTh, 4TO JeJaTh qajbiie. OHAKO MBICIU YIIOPHO
HE XOTeJa padoTaTh, M BCE MOJTUa CMOTPEIU JpyT Ha Apyra.

— JlaBaii yxe permiatb, ObicTpee! — rpoMko mpokpuyan Orner, MocMOTPEB Yepe3 CTEKJIO ABEPH.
o xopuaOpy K HUM MpUONFKAJICS He3HaKoMell B Macke. Orier 3aMeTuII, 4YTo TOT HEMHOT'O MpHUXpa-
MbIBaeT. «Tak Tede 1 Ha/lo, TBAPh», — MOAYMAJT OH.

— Bce HaBepx, a TaMm yxke OyzieM periaTh! — He 3ayMbIBasCh OTBeTHII MUIla U, He Tepsis Bpe-
MeHH, TToOeskast Briepell. [Ipu 3TOM OH Bce Tak ke Hec Ha pykax Buky. OHa Obuia 0e3 CO3HaHWMS.

Oner c Jlemei nonpITaJIuCh HEMHOTO 3aJiepKaTh He3HAKOMI[a. Tereph OHM ObUTM HE Tak Oe3-
OPYXHBI, PBIKEBOJIOCHIN TTAPEHBb CKUMAJT B PyKe TOJIBKO UTO OTHSATYIO OUTY, a €ro HalapHUK JepsKall
3HaKOMYI0 NayKy. He3Hakomell He 3acTaBmil ceOsi IONTO KAaTh M, BBUJIETEB U3 ABEPHOrO MpoeMa,
cpa3y HaHec yaap AJeKcelo, TOBIMB TOrO Ha CTyrneHH. B aTor MomeHT OJier ObLT HACTPOEH KpaiiHe
pelmTesbHO U, coOpaB B cede BCIO 3710CTh, yIApWII 1O JIUITy He3Hakomia. OT 3Toro ygapa He3HaKo-
Mell IOKaTUJICS TI0 CTYTEHSIM BHU3, HO M OMTa Takke ToJieTesa ciejoM 3a He3HakoMiieM. Orer mpo-
CTO HE PACCUMTAJI CBOU CHJIBI, M OT JKECTKOTO yAapa PyKH pa3kainch. [loHnmas 1o, napeHb MaxHyI
pykoii u gepry. Jlemny 3a pyky Tak, 4TO TOT YyTh IOJJIETEN B BO3/IyXe, MOMEHTAILHO BCTAB HA HOTH.
B pykax mapeHb no-nipexxHemMy Jepikal Mmajky, uro aain emy Ouer. Teneps oHM yxke Oexkalu HaBepX,
rae ux xjaan Mumma ¢ Bukoii Ha pykax. [IeByIika Tak ¥ He MpuIuia B ceOs mocye yaapa, mo3toMy
MPOJOJIKayIa OECIyBCTBEHHO JICKATh.

— Yero Bcranmu?! BeicTpo B kKOMHaty! — mpoopast Muiiia, 1 nepBbiM 3a0ekajl B HOBBIH KOPUIOP.
OpHako, OKa3aBIIKCh 32 JBEPHIO, Bce OcToOeHe . Ha HUuX B ymop cMOTpeIu IBe JKeHIIMHBI ¥ OUH
MaTbuuK. OHY ObLTH YIVBIICHB HUUYTh HE MEHBIIIE, HO B CJIEIYIONIYIO CEKYH/Y B KOPHIOPE pa3aasics
3BEpUHBIA PBIK, OT KOTOPOTO MYKYMHBI MOMEHTAJILHO MPHIIUTH B ceOs. BBICTpO ocMOTpeBIIICh 1O
CTOPOHAM, OHH BJIETEJIM B IIEPBYIO OTKPBITYIO ABEPS. Jlema TyT ke KuHyJsca K Buke, kotopyio Muina
TMOJIOXKUIT Ha OOJIBIITYI0 KpOBaTh, a Oner OCTAHOBWIICS M IOCMOTPEST Ha HE3HAKOMOK.

— 7KuBo croz1a, ecii XOTUTE KHUTh! — MPOKpUYal OH UM. BOT TOJIbKO HE3HAKOMKY HE TIOHMMAJIH,
YTO MPOUCXOUT, U TIIYIO CMOTPEJIM TO Ha JBEph, To Ha Orera.

— Hy! — ewe pa3 kpuknyn Orer.

B 3TOT MOMEHT JBeph pacrnaxHyJsiach, ¥ B KOPHIOP BIETEN HE3HAKOMEIl, MOIHBIN THeBa. Jlony,
CTOsIBIIME BIIEpeIy, MOMEHTAIbHO 3a0ekain B KOMHary, rae crosu1 Oser. YenoBek B Macke W3ail
HOBBIN PHIK 1 TIoOeskau cienoM. OmHako Oier ycreln 3aKpbiTh ABEPb, 3allepeB ee Ha 3aMOK KJTIOUOM,
TaK y/IaqHO TOPYABIIIMM U3 3aMKa C BHYTPEHHEW CTOPOHBI IBEpU. B 3TOT MOMEHT 10 IBEpH MPUIIIEIICS
OIPOMHOM CHJIBI yIap, 3aCTAaBUB €€ 3aTPSICTUC.

— lymarto, 3Ta IBEph JOJITO HE BHIACPKUT! — MpoKpryai Muiia u, mogoeskaB K KpOBaTH, CKUHYIT
C Hee Bce Bellld M OCTOPOXKHO TMOJIOKWII IEBYIIKY Ha TIOJ, TIOCJIE Yero CTajl ABUraTh KpOBaTh BIEpE/I.
[MapHu ToXe He OCTAJMCh B CTOPOHE, M CTaJIM MOMOrath emy. [Ipr 3TOM OHM TOAHSUIM KPOBaTh U
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3aropoAIMII €10 IBEPh. 3aTeM MoAOesKalu K CTOSIBIIIEMY HEMoJaeKy KOMOIY U, IpuJiarasi OrpOMHbBIE
CUJTBL, TTOIBUHYJIH €10 K KpoBaTh. Tereph MOXHO ObLJIO HE BOJTHOBAThCSI, TAKYIO ITPErpaay pa3pylinThb
OUYEHb CJIO)KHO, a 3HAYUT, HEBHAKOMEII HE CMOXKET IMPOUTH BHYTPb.

Anekceit BHOBB roioesxa Kk Brike, 4To jiexasa Ha rmoy. 3aTeM CXBaTHJI IOKPHIBAJIO C OESIIOM,
YTO OBUTH JI0 3TOTO Ha KpoBaTu. [TocTemMB X BO3JIe CTEHBI, OH MePesIoKuI TyAa IeByIKy. [Tpu atom
MapeHb PEIIUTENLHO Cell PSZIOM C Hell U B3SUT ee MPEeKPacHyio, HEMHOTO OJIeIHYIO PYUKYy.

B 310 Bpems Muia ¢ Osierom ObUTH 033a4eHbI APYTUM 00CTOSITENLCTBOM. KTO 3TH iou?
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I'nasa III. 3aakomMcTBO

Heckonpko muHyT Muxamn u Osner oueHb BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTPENIM HAa HEXJAHHBIX T'OCTEH,
MBITAsACh OCO3HATh, HA UX JIA OHU CTOPOHE. AJIEKCEN ke MO-IIPEeKHEMY He OTXOAWI OT Buku u, rpu-
KHUMasl ee pyKy K cebe, aan 1o BosiocaM. B 3TOT MOMEHT ero Tep3aiu CMyTHbIe cOMHeHus. Bep
Tam, IOMa, ero JIeT HeBecTa, ero jodumas. Ho 311ech. .. 31ech JIeXKUT mpeKkpacHasi, OeCroMoIiHas
JeBYIIKa, KOTOPYIO OH IMPOCTO TaK HE MOKET OCTaBUTh. «MHe Bce paBHO, UTO MOAYMAIOT Apyrue!» —
HEOXKUJIAHHO IPOHECIIOCh B €r0 rojI0Be, MOCJIEe YEro OH CUJIbHO CMYTWIICS U, OITYCTUB B3IVISA[ B I10OJ,
MPOAOJIKAIT TJIAJUTh MTPEKPACHbIE JIOKOHBI BUKH.

— WHTepecHo, KTO %€ Bbl Takue? — cpocuil HakoHel Ouier, TpUILypyB OAMH IJ1a3.

— Hawm, kcTaru, Toxke 04eHb MHTEPECHO — KTO BbI? — OTBETHJIA BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC KEHIIMHA,
ofieTasi B pO30BOE IJIATheE.

— JlaBaiite He OyieM HAYMHATH 3HAKOMCTBO CO CCOPBI, — pacCMaTpuBasi ee, ckazain Muxaui, npu
9TOM OIICHUBAs ee SIPKYI0 BHEITHOCTh. Ha BUJ keHIMHe ObUIO YyTh OOJbIe TpUAATH. [IJTHHHBIC
CBETJIbIe BOJIOCHI, KPaCHBOE JIMIIO, CTpoiHas ¢urypa. OOTsaruBamiiee po3oBoe IiaThe elie CUIbHee
MOAYEPKUBAIIO UICATLHOCTh ee (pOpM. «A OHa oueHb HeaypHa!» — ormerun npo cedbs Muxaun. C
TPYIIOM B3IB ceOs1 B PyKHU, OH MTPOJOJIKIIL.

— Mens 3oByT Mumia, sto Oner. A Bor Tam Jlenia ¢ Bukon. — OH yka3an Ha JeXaBUIylo y
CTeHbI OeHYIO IEBYIIIKY U MAapHs, YTO HU HAa CEKyHIy OT Hee He OTXOAWJI, IPOJOKAasl JepKaTh ee
PYKY ¥ 4TO-TO OOpMOTATh.

— 4 — AH#, — cKa3zaJyia KeHILMHA B PO30BOM ILUIaThe. — IT0O Mos cectpa IlonnHa u Mapuuk
ITama.

— OueHb paj] 3HAKOMCTBY, — Muxau1 ofoimest K AHe o0 ke v TPOTSHYI PyKy. Ta KOKeTIMBO
yIBIOHYIACh U, CIIEJIaB HEMHOT'O CMYIIEHHBIN BUJI, MPOTSHYJIA PYKY B OTBET.

— CkaxuTe, Kak OTciofa BeiOpaThcs? — HeoxugaHHO cripocuia [lonmHa, 3acTaBuB AHIO OITy-
CTUTb PYKY, Ipexae yeM Muxaui Kk He TPUKOCHYJICS.

— BbL1 6b1 04eHb paj] OTBETUTH Ha TOT BOMPOC. TONBKO MbI HE 3HAaeM, IJ1e BHIXO[, — YCMEXHYJICS
Onner. — Bpl Jiyulie pacCKaxuTe, Kak 3[1€Ch OKa3JIUCh.

JKeHIMHBI TYT ke MEeperyissHYJIUCh U CTalli PacCcKas3blBaTh BCe, Be/lb YTauBaTh ObLIO HEYero.
AnHa Obl1a GoJiee aKTMBHOM CEeCTpOH, M0TOMY BeCh paccKa3 UCXOMuI U3 ee ycr. [loHa ke HU Ha
CEKYH/y He OTIyCKaJla MaJIbYMKa, KOTOPBIM MO-MTPEKHEMY KPEIKO NPUKUMAIICA K KEHILMHE.

B 31001 KOMHaTe OBLTO I0CTATOYHO MHOTO CTYJILEB, CBAJICHHBIX Y CTEHBI B OHY Ky4y. [ToaTomy
Muiia, He cTaB pa3gyMbIBaTh, IPUHEC HECKOJIBKO CTYJIbEB M MOCTABWII MX IEpell KeHIIMHaMu. Bee
CeJIM Ha 3TH CTYJIbsl, 00pa30BaB KPYT, KpOME MapHs U JEBYIIKHU, KOTOPBIE MO-TIPEKHEMY HaXO/IUIIUCh
Ha MOoJy.

Tenepp AHs cTaa OOBSICHATH: HECKOJIBKO YacOB Ha3aj OHU OYHYJIUCh B KaKOW-TO CTPAHHOM
KOMHare, rjie He ObUIO HU OJHOTO OKHA, XOTs [IPU 9TOM Ha CT€HE BUCENU OOJbIINE 3eJIeHbIE IIITOPbI.
Cama e KoMHata Oblila OKJIeeHa CAHUMU 000sIMH. JKEHIIMHBI IPOCHYJIVCH M CTAJIH MTBITAThCS BCIIOM-
HUTb, KaK 3JECh OKA3aJIMCh, OMHAKO BBISICHUTD 3TO OBLJIO HEBO3MOXKHO: HU AH#, HU [louHa HUYero
He NOMHWIN. V1 HUKTO He 3HaJj, YTO MPOUCXOAMT.

— Cron! — BHe3anHO Bmemmascs Oner. — To ecTb Bbl OUHYJIUCH B TOM KOMHate BABoeM? — OH
YIMBJICHHO TIOCMOTpeT Ha Muxauia. Besib mapeHs ObUT yBepEeH B POICTBEHHBIX CBS3SIX MEXKIY MaJlb-
qyukoM U TTonmHox.

— Bei mymaere, uro [lamma Moii pofHO¥ ChIH? — YJIBIOHYJIACh TEMHOBOJIOCAs keHrHa. OHa Oblia
He TaKk KpacuBa, Kak ee cecrpa. Ha Bup eit Obuto okono Tpuauati. Kopotko ocrpukeHHbIe TeM-
HBIE BOJIOCHI, MoJTHasA purypa. Onera oHa Obuta ckpoMHO. Cepoe I1aThe 10 HIMKOIOTOK, MoX0kKee Ha
OanaxoH, 00yBb Oe3 KaOJIyKOB — IOJTHAsI TIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHOCTh CBOEH cecTpe. Diakast cepasi MbIIIIKa,
MaJsieHbKas 1 He3aMmeTHasi. OIHaKo J1axe CKBO3b 3Ty CEpOCTb B HEl ObLT 3aMeTeH KaKOU-TO eBa yJlo-

30



W. bapunos, [I. JIuH. «/IoM € 3aKpBITHIMUA OKHAMU»

BuUMBIH iapM. Bee ato Oner yBuaen cpasy. [leByiika, mokpemde oOHsB peOeHka, 1oOaBuia — ITo,
KOHEYHO, ObUIO OBl OY€Hb 3/I0POBO, HO, K COKAJICHHIO, OH HE MOU CBIH.

— Korza Mbl cranu uckathb BBIXO, TO city4yaitHo Hanuti [larry. OH 6bu1 crutbHO HamyraH. [Tocto-
SITHHO TOBOPHJI, UTO KTO-TO 32 HUM OXOTHTCS U IyraeT. Ho KTo UMEHHO, MaJIbUUK He 3HAET, OH JIUIIIb
M3peKka BHUJEN KaKhe-TO TeHU W CJIBIIIAJ CTPaHHbBIe pa3rOBOPHI, B KOTOPBIX €r0 yrpoKaid yOUTh U
paspes3arh Ha Menkue yactu. [lons Kk Hemy ObICTPO MpHBsI3aiach, — MOSICHWIA AHS, TOCMOTPEB Ha
cBoio cectpy u [lamry. [Totom noeepHysiach K Muxamity. — A BbI TYT Kak OKa3ajuch?

[Napau moHMMaITH, YTO TO HE MOCeHsIs BcTpeva. Ml HeM3BECTHO, CKOJIBKO eIlle UM MPUIETCS
BCTPETUTDb HOBBIX JIIOJIEH, KOTOPBIE TaK K€ OKa3aJMCh 31ech. [ToaroMy Muxaui TsKeno B3IOXHYI U,
HE TOPOIISICh, CTAJ MePeCcKa3biBaTh BCE, YTO MPOU3OILIO C HUMH 10 3TOTO.

JKeHIIMHBI OYEHb BHUMATEJIBHO CIIYIIAIM €r0 M He MepeOuBaM 10 camMoro KoHua. ToJbko
MePUOJMYECKH IMyTaInuch, OCOOEHHO B TOT MOMEHT, Koraa Muia pacckasasl O HamaBIlleM Ha HUX
HE3HAKOMIIE B MacKe.

— BbI 1ymaere, 4To Hac MOXUTUIM? — OCTOPOKHO cripocuiia [lonuna, 3akpeiB Iamme ymm.

— B 31OM Hesnb3s1 ObITH O KOHIA YBEPEHHBIM, OHAKO BCE, UTO 3[1€Ch IIPOUCXONT, YKa3bIBAET
Ha 3TO, — B3[I0OXHYB, OTBETHJI TOT.

— 4 mo-npesxHemMy nosnaraio, 4to 3/1ech J0JKEH ObITh KAKOW-TO BBIXO[, — BUJIs BceoOIIiee BOJTHE-
HUe, 3aroBoput Oner. — Beb MBI jke Kak-TO MOMAJM CI0fa, 3HAYMUT, TOKeH ObITh 1 Bbixon! [Tostomy
sl He cCOOMpPaIOCh CHETh Ha MecTe, a Oy/1y MPOIOIKaTh UCKATh BBIXO/.

— Ckaxwre, a Bbl YTO IOMHUTE MOCJie/IHee ? — MOMHTEpecoBasicss Muxawi, cMOTps B I71a3a AHHU.

— MoOXHO TIPOCTO Ha «Thl», — B OTBET YJILIOHYJIACh OHA.

KoHeuHo, OH OIleHWI BHEIITHUE JIaHHBIE 3TOH JKEHIIMHBI, HO MOCTapajics He oOpalarh Ha 3TO
BHUMAHUSI, CUMTAS, YTO BCE MPECTABUTEIILHUIIBI JKEHCKOTO TT0JIa OMUHAKOBBI, U BEIyT ce0s1 IMEHHO
TaK, KaK JeJaja 3TO ero rnepas JAeBYIIKa.

— K coxanenuio, — mpopomkuia AHHA, — MOCNeJHee, YTO s TIOMHIO, 3TO TO, YTO TO3BOHMIIA
cecTpe U cooOIIa, YTo 3aBTpa mpreay. [IoToMy 4To B TOT MOMEHT YK€ HaxoAusach B Kyre, B
TMIOJIHOM OAIMHOYECTBE. Belb B 9TO BpeMsi He OUeHb MHOTO JIIOZIEH €3/IUT B Ty CTOpoHY. OIHaKo O TOM,
Kak Ipuexasa, He TIOMHIO.

— Camoe uHTepecHoe, s TOXe MOMHIO, KaK MHe Mo3BOHWIa AHs. Jlake TMOMHIO, Kak roexana
Ha BOK3aJ1, 4TOOBI BCTPETUTH ee. Ho mociie 3Toro mycrora, BOCOMUHAHUS OOPBIBAIOTCSI.

Muxann 3amMeTus1 Ha Oe3bIMsIHHOM Tastbile [TofHbl 00pyJaibHOe KOJBIIO, KOTOPOro He ObLIO
y Anu. «Heyxenu oHa He 3amyxeM? — IPOHECIOCh Y Hero B rosnose. — He Bepio! Boxe, o uem
aymaio?!» — onepHy ce0st Muxawi, He IOHMMast, Kak OH MOT O TaKOM JIyMaTb, KOT/Ia TYT TBOPUTCS
HEUTO HEOOBSICHUMOE.

— DT0 BCe 0YEHb CTPAHHO, — ITPEPBaJI ero pasMsiiuieHus rojoc Onera. — [Tomyvaercs, 4yTo Bce
MbI HIYETO HE TIOMHHM.

— [Nouyemy, 51 MOMHIO, KaK JIOKHUJICS CIIATh B CBOEM JIOME, Ha CBOEH KpoBaTh! — pa3iasics rojioc
AJnekcesi, KOTOPBIY MO-TIPEeKHEMY CHUJIEN psiioM ¢ Bukoii.

— Hy, xoHeuHo, oMa. A rJie ke erie Thl MOT ObITh, KaK He PSJOM C MAMOYKOH, — 3aCMEsIICs
Oner, 3a 4TO MOMYYMJT HEONOOPUTENIBHBIN B3MIs11 Muxaunna.

— 51, KOHeUHO, He TMOMHIO, KaK JIOKUIICS crath. Ho mpekpacHo MOMHIO, YTO CHJET 3a CTOJIOM U
yXKUHAJ, — No0OaBmI1 Muxaun u, mocMoTpeB Ha Ojera, 106aBWI — A Tl UTO IOMHHUIIB MTOCTIEHEe?

— Ha pHsAX s caydaiiHO monan B aBapuio ... — MapeHb 3agymaics. — Ko MHe nomkeH Obut
3aexarh OJIMH U3 qpy3eil. Mbl coOupaiuch exaTh Ha BeUYeprHKY. BeueprHka obernana ObITh )KapKou, —
C IOBOJTBHOM yJbIOKOM cka3zan Orer.

— 3HaYUT, HAC BCEX MOXUTHIN? — yIMBWIAch AHs. — BOT TONBKO KOMY U 3a4eM 3TO HYKHO?

— D70 IENCTBUTEIHFHO BaXHBIN BOIPOC, HO, OOIOCh, OTBETA HAa HETO MBI cefivac He MOTyduM, —
3alyMUYMBO CKa3aj1 Muxau.
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— A MoOxerT, Bce — Kak B ToM uiibme? — Onier mouecall 3aThblJIOK U CTaJl PaCCKa3bIBaTh CONEP-
kaHue puipbma. — ['epoeB MOXUTUIM U, 3aIepeB B NOJBAJIE, CTAIU MYUHUTh. ..

— Hac, cnaBa Bory, erie HUKTO He My41JI, IOSTOMY T'OBOPUTH O TOM, UTO... — [IpepBaja NapHs
[NonuHa 1, mpuxkaB K cede MaJIbUMKa, BOSMYTHIIACH, OAHAKO €i TOXe He Jajli JOrOBOPUTh. Muxani
nocMotpen Ha Oniera, ¥ OHU O YEM-TO 33JyMaJIUCh, 3aCTaBUB KEHILMUHY OCTAHOBUTHCS U UCITyTAHHO
crpocuThb: — UTo TOT B Macke OT Bac Xortesn?

— 51 He 3Hal0, UTO OH OT HAC XOTeJN, HO YK TOYHO HE MpeUIoKUTh HoMep Jiokc! — Oner, Kak
OOBIYHO, CKa3aJl 3TO TBEPIO U C HACMENIKOH, 3aCTaBUB KEHIIMH B3JPOrHYTh U OY€Hb BHUMATEJIHHO
MOCMOTpeTh Ha Hero. — Haman on Ha Hac! — TyT ke caenan 3akmouenue Oner, ucryraB u 0e3 Toro
HaITyTaHHBIX KEHIIVH.

Bort Tosipko Muiiia Tak He cuMTall, IO3TOMY BHOBb HEIOBOJIBHO IIOCMOTPEJT HA MapHS.

— Hy, roBopuTtsb 0 TOM, 4TO Ha HaC Harauu, 3T0, KOHEYHO, paHO. Beib HEM3BECTHO, YTO UMEHHO
XOTeJI ITOT HE3HAKOMELl, — MosCHIWIT Muia.

— Ara, Touno! IToroBoputs oH xoten! — mpepBai ero Orier, HO, TIOMMaB Ha ceOe HOBBIM TSKEIbIN
B3I Muxania, octaHoBWICSA. OgHaKo ObLIO yXke 1o31HO, AHHA U [ToMHa MCIyraHHO CMOTpeu
Ha MapHei, cTapasich Kak MOXKHO MEHbILIE ILIEBEJIUTHCS U JIbIIIATh.

— A 4TO C Hel cTyuniock? — KMBHYB Ha JIeXkKaBIyo 0e3 CO3HaHUs JeBYIIKY, CIIPOCHIa AHHA.

— MBpl1 nonanu B nepeapsAry, — 1ocMoTpeB Ha Buky, ckazan Muxaw. — Jla, 1octanock IeBOUKe, —
CHOBa TIOCMOTpPEB Ha AHHY, 100aBUJT OH.

B stoT MoMenT Buka npunuia B ce0s, 1 apHU TYT ke MoAOeKaTN K Hel. [leBylika oYeHb
MeJJIEHHO OTKPbUIA BEKH U, YBUJEB Nepe]l COO0H UCITyraHHOe JIUIIO0 AJIeKcesl, MIJIO YJIBIOHYIach. JTa
yJIBIOKA Cpa3y 3acTaBujIa Cepille MapHs 3aTperneTrarb, HO OH Bce ke coOpalicsl U, TIOJaBUB B ceOe 3TO
YYBCTBO, [IOMOT €i1 IOJHATHCS Ha HOTH.

JleByIIKa MOJHSIACH, ITyPsICh OT HOIOIIEH 00U B 00JIACTH 3aThLIKA.

— T kak? — cipocui ee onoexanimii nepebiM Orer. — Kak ronosa?

Buka normtynana onmyxmmui 3aTblIOK.

— [a Bpone, Huuero. Tosbko mmimka 6ombinas Oyaer. CoTpsiceHust BpoJe HeT, — HeyBEPEHHO
OTBETWUJIa OHA.

— Hy u xopomo. ['1aBHOe, 4TO ThI %1Ba, — C YJIBIOKOW CKa3asl moAome i Muxaut.

— Jla, 3T0 0OYEeHBb XOPOIIO, — NOOABUIT B3BOJIHOBAHHBINH AJieKceld. — MBI Tak BCe Ieperyrauch. . .
OCOOEHHO £1... — B 3TOT MOMEHT OH 3arHyJIcs, He 3Hasi, YTO TOBOPUTH AAJIbIIIe.

Buka xke ¢ ynbiOKoi mocMoTpesna Ha Hero. [Totom noBepHyaack kK Muxauiy.

— Bpi-T0 kak? CripaBuiuch?

— Jla. Koe-kak otouamuchk, — oreetuit OJier.

Buka xotena cka3arh 4TO-TO, HO TYT 3aMETHJIa TPEX HE3HAKOMBIX JIIOAEH, U BOIIPOCUTEIBHO
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha HUX.

— 3HaKkoMbTeCh, — onepel ee Muiia. — AHHa U ee cectpa [losmHa, — OH yKka3a Ha kKeHIIUH. —
A a10 [Nama, — oH ykaszan Ha ManbuyuKa. Bee Tpoe KMBHY/IM B 3HaK NpUBETCTBUSA. — OHM Takke He
3HAIOT, TjIe OKa3auch. [loaToMy Terepb Mbl Oy/ieM UCKaTh BHIXO]] BMECTE, — 3aKOHYMJT OH 3HAKOMCTBO.

JleByIiIka mocMoTpesia Ha Hero U OoOpUTENIbHO KUBHYJIA.

— Ouenb npusATHO. MeHs 30ByT BepoHuka, HO MOXHO nIpocto Buka, — oTBeTHIa AEBYIIKA C
ynbiOKou. [Totom oHa oOBesa B3MISAI0M KOMHATY.

— A e 310 MBI cenvac?

— Jla KTO X% ero 3Haer, — TyT e Bie3 Ouer u, NpUIypPUBLINCh, CIPOchi: — Buka, a Tl 4TO
MOMHMIIIb TIEpeJl TEM, KaK OYHYJIach 371eCh?

— Aaa... 93... — HEMHOI'O 3aMslJIach OHa, IIBITAsICh BCIIOMHUTb.

Ho Tyt ee nepedun Anekceil.

— Tot yTO Tak Ha Hee Hacen?! — ¢ yrpo3oii B rojoce ckazan Jlema. — OHa TOJBKO MpUIILIA B
ce0s1! A TYT THI CO CBOMMU paccripocamu!
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— Hy, 751, THIIIC, HE KUIISITUCH, TEPOH-TIOOOBHHK. — ¢ ycMeIkoi oteTr Oner. — S mpocto
HMHTEPECyIoCh B IeJISAX, TaK CKa3aTh, CIEACTBHA. MbI Bce HEe TIOMHUM TOC/IEHUE COOBITHUS, TTPOU30-
IeIIue mepe]] TeM, Kak Cioia rmonaiy. Tak 4uro... — pa3Besl pyKamu OH. 3aTeM CHOBa 0OpaTuics K
Buke. — Hy uro, Bciomumia?

— $1 moka3pIBasIa MOKyMATEII0 OMUH U3 JOMOB. M K MOeMy YIUBJIEHHUIO, OH OY€Hb OBICTPO COTJIa-
ciICcs KynuThb ero. TobKO BOT y MeHS ¢ coO0M He ObUI0 HUKAKUX JOKYMEHTOB, IIO3TOMY MPHIILIOCH
cecTb B MalllMHY M eXxaTh 3a HUMU B oduc. [la, moxoxe, Tenepp 3Ta cejika yxe He COCTOUTCS, —
TSIKEJIO B3JIOXHYJIA OHA.

— 4 BOT qymaro, 4To HaM He CTOMT 3J1eCh OOJIbIIIe HAXOMUTHCA. A TO sl UyBCTBYIO ceOsl CJIOBHO
B KJIETKE, — HEOXKUIAaHHO CKa3aia AHHA. — MOXeT, HaM HY’)KHO MONTH UCKaTh BHIXOA?

— 9T0, KOHEYHO, MOKHO, BOT TOJIBKO MbI ObLITH Ha CAMOM ITEPBOM 3Take 1 OOHAPY KU KaMeH-
HYIO CTeHY, — OTpHIIaTeIbHO cKa3ai OJer, — Mo3ToMy NPUAeTCs MPUIyMaTh YTO-HUOYIb APYToe.

— A 4TO TYT MOXHO IIPUIYyMaTh, — B3I0XHYJI Jlema. — BeIxop 3aJ10k€eH, OKOH OYeHb MaJIO, J1a
Y TIOCMOTPETh XOTsI Obl B OJJHO U3 HUX HE YJAJIOCh.

— Jla TH y Hac KOHKpeTHbIM nieccuMuct! — caenan BeiBoa Oner. — TonmbKo 51 HE coOMpaioch
MIPOBECTH 37IeCh OCTATOK CBOEH JKU3HU Oerast OT KaKOro-T0 CyMacCIIIe/IIIero.

— 4 He meccumumcCT, — CTpOro oTBeTUs AJlekcell. — f mpocto ycran. MHe 3To Bee yxe HaJoero.
OcoOeHHO ThI! — cIeJIaB aKILEHT Ha MOCIEIHEM CJIOBE, TOOABUJI OH.

Orter XoTes OTBETUTH, HO, CHOBA MOWMaB Ha cebe B3 Muxauia, OTOIIeN B CTOPOHY.

— He mory He cornacutbest ¢ Onerom, — nopaep:xai ero Muiia u, J0CTaB U3 CBOEro KapMaHa
3QKUTAIKY, CTaJI KPYTHUTH €€ B pyKax. DTo OblIa He MPOCTast 3aKUralika, MOTHOCTBIO YepHast, ¢ 00JTb-
M yeperioMm nocpeau. OHa Joctajiach B MOJAPOK OT ero xopoiiero 3Hakomoro Cepresi. U ¢ Toro
caMoro MoMeHTa Muxams1 HOCHII ee C COOOM, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO HUKOTa He Kypwi. [Ipocto B Te
MOMEHTBHI, KOT/Ia OH HAYMHAJI O YeM-TO YCUJIEHHO JIyMaTh, OH JIOCTaBaJI 3Ty Belllb U KPYTUJI B pyKax,
TOBOPS, UYTO €My TaK JIydille Bcero qymaercs. — [Ipocto BEIOpaThCsi HaM He YIacTcs, OSTOMY S Mpe/l-
Jlaraio He TPaTUTh Ha 3TO MHOTO BpEMEHU. A JJTs HauaJla TIoCTapaThCsl HAUTH Kakoe-HUOYIb OpyKue
TSI TOTO, YTOOBI CPaKaThCs. .. — 3a[yMUMBO CKa3aJl OH, BCE €Ille KPYTs 3aKUTaJIKY.

— A MHe BOT YTO-TO COBCEM He XOYeTCsl HA C KeM cpaxaTbcsi! — mog0oUueHsACh CKa3ana AHHA.

— A pasBe y Hac ecTb BHIOOp? — Kak OOBIYHO, BHepen BceX, Bhickazasics Oner. — [Toatomy
MPUJETCS CPaKaThCs JIO. . .

— Twt onisiTh 32 cBoe, Oster! — nmpepBai ero Muxaui 1, MOCMOTPEB Ha KEHIIUH, J00aBwII, 00pa-
masgch K HUM — KoHeuHo, Bac HUKTO He 3acTaBiisieT cpaxarbcsa. Ho BOT opykue BaM HYXHO /IS
3anMThl. Beb, HACKOIBKO MBI TIOHSITH, TOT TICUX HE OCTAHOBUTCS HU TIEPe]] YeM.

— BuI uTO0, mpeniaraeTe XOOUTh MO BCEM 3TakaM B TIOMCKAX OPYKHUsA? — YIUBIEHHO CIPOCHIa
IToymna.

U kak ObI TO HY OBLIO CTPAHHO, BCE MOHSUIIN, YTO OHA TIpaBa. Be/lb HeM3BECTHO, KaKKe JIOBYIITKU
MOT TIPUTOTOBUTH 3TOT HE3HAKOMeEII. ITO ero TEPPUTOPH S, IOITOMY HYKHO OBITh TOTOBBIMHU KO BCEMY,
Be/Ib HUKTO HE 3HAET, YTO MOXKET MPOU30MTH.

VIMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT KaX/IbIll M3 TUX JIOJIEH MMOHSUI, YTO OKa3ajcs B OE3BBIXOJHOMN CUTYya-
1un. U Teriephb HYXKHO JIeCTBOBATH 110 OOCTAHOBKE, KOTOPAsk MOKET MEHAThCS Ha Kax oM mary. Bot
TOJIbKO MMXan1 HUKaK He MOT OTAeJIaThCsl OT YyBCTBA, YTO 37IeCh BCE HE TaK MPOCTO, KaK JTyMalOT
octasibHble. OTHAKO TOBOPUTH UJIM TeM OoJIee JiesiaTh BBIBOIBI OH He OyneT. Beb HEeM3BeCTHO, Kak K
9TOMY OTHECYTCsI OCTaJIbHbIe. MOTyT MocuuTaTh HEeHOpMaJIbHBIM. [a M cam OH ObLT He YBEPEH B CBOMX
OLIYIIEHUSIX, MOXKET, IMPOCTO JOJITOe 3aHATHE YEPHON Marmeu cka3plBajiock. BoT mostomy emy ceii-
Yyac ¥ MepeIarcsi BCe 3T CTPAHHOCTH. A 3HAYMT, KOTIa OHU BBHIOEPYTCS U3 9TOTO YKACHOTO MeCTa,
eMy TMpHUJIeTCs TOAyMaTh 0 OoJiee Cephe3HbIX Bellax.

— 4 TyT BOT 0 UeM nojgymaia, — HeyBepeHHO Haudasa Buka. — Tak kak Mbl He 3HaeM, rjie Haxo-
JIWTCS BBIXOJI, U HUKAK HE MOXEM BBITJIIHYTh B OKHO, TO, MOXET, CTOMT TIOMHATLCS HA KPBIIITY?
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— A 4rT0, 3TO BIIOJIHE XOpoIIas uues, — noaaepxai ee Oner. — 3qaHue He 6ECKOHEYHOE, a BBIXO[
Ha KPBIIITY JI0JKEH OBITh B 00513aTEIbHOM MOPSI/IKE.

— A BApPYT OH TaK e 3aJI0XkeH, KaK ¥ OKHa? — monHTepecoBaiach [lomna. — Uro Torna Oynem
Jenarh?

— He nymato. — Muxaw, czienaB HeOOJIBIION KpyT, Mpoaomkui — CKkopee Bcero, 3TOT He3HAKO-
Merr HaOmoaaeT 3a HaMu. To ecTh 3/1ech MOBCIOY CHPSATAHBI KaMephl, KOTOPBIE MBI IPOCTO HE BUIUM.
A Tak Kak MOMEIIeHUH MHOTO, TO C/IeJIaTh IIEHTP MO HAOMIOAEHHIO 32 BCEM JIOMOM TOpas/io MpoIle
Ha KpBIIIe.

— COOTBETCTBEHHO, JOJIKEH OBITh U CIOCOO Tyla BBIUTH, — TIOAXBATUII €ro MbIcb Oner. — A
yXe C KPbIIIA Mbl TOYHO CMOXEM HOHSTb, I7le HAXOTUMCSL.

— W ecm nonmy4uTcs, TO CIyCTUTHCS TIO TIOKAPHOM JIECTHHUIIE, — TIOfIepXkana ero Buka, 3acta-
BUB CTOSIBIIETO pIOM Ajiekcesi morpyctHeTb. OIHAKO OH BOBpEMs OMIOMHWIICSI, U B TOT MOMEHT,
KOTJa K HEMY MOBEPHYJIACh JIEBYIIKA, JOBOJILHO KMBHYIL.

— OmmyHO. 3HAuUWT, TOrJa HY)KHO COOMPAThCS M OTIPABISATHCSA. TONBKO s BOT YTO AyMalo,
CTOMT MHOT/IA 3aIJIs1/IbIBATh HA JpyTrUe 3TaXu. MoxkeT, YTo-HHOYAb MHTEPECHOE HalIeM, — B35IB OKOH-
YyaTteJIbHO MHUIIMATHUBY Ha ceOs, ckazan Muxaui u, HOIOMIs K CTapoMy KOMOY, CTaJl OTOIBHIATh €ro.

[Napau TOXe HE OCTAKCh B CTOPOHE, OBICTPO TMOAOWAS, OHH CTaJIM MIOMOTaTh pa3oupars Gap-
pUKagy, 3aKphIBaoOILyIo ABepb. KoHeuHo myist xpymnkoro Jlemm aBuraTth Takue TSKeCTH ObUIO JOCTa-
TOYHO TpynHO. OHAKO MapeHb HU Ha CEKYH/y He 3a0bIBaJl O TOM, UTO 371ech cTouT Buka. [Tostomy
CTUCHYB 3yObl, OH HAIPSTAJICS, KAK MOT.

Oner ’xe, HAPOTHUB, HE MCTIBITHIBAJ OOJBIIMX TPYTHOCTEW OT MEpeABMKeHUs Komona. Benp
MapeHsb JI0 MOMAJaHusl B 9TO MECTO PETYJISIPHO XOIMJI Ha TPEHUPOBKH, TJIe CTapaTesbHO HapaliuBa
MBIIIIIBI, COBEPIIEHCTBYS cBOe Tesio. OH 3HaJ, YTO MMEHHO HPAaBUTCS JEBYIIKAM, U TIO3TOMY, UMesI
TaKyI0 IPUBJIEKATENIbHYIO BHEIITHOCTh, MOT C JIETKOCTBIO YBECTH MOYTH JIIOOYIO JaMy, Jake €CIN Y TOH
ObLT mapeHs wim Myx. CoOCTBEHHO, Mo 3ToMy ooy Oser HUKorja He nepexkuBair. OH Bce Bpems
ropopuit: «Ecnu keHIMHa caMa UIeT KO MHe, 3HaUuT, OHa MOHUMaeT MOe MPeBOCXOACTBO. Benp s
ke He TaIy ee K cede cuinoi». C TaKUMH BBIBOJAMYU ITOCTIOPUTDH OBLIO OYEHb CJIOKHO, TAK KaK B 9TUX
cJI0Bax ObLIa OIS TPAB/BL.

OpnHako ceivyac rnapeHb CMOTpeJT Ha BCe IPOUCXOsIIee U MOHUMAJ, uTo Buka siBHO 3auHTepe-
coBaHa AJiekceeM. Benb B Te MOMEHTBHI, KOT/]a €My YIaBajloCh HE3aMETHO MOCMOTPETh Ha AEBYIIIKY,
OH BHJEJ, KaK OHA HEMPEPHIBHO CMOTPHUT Ha TOTO 3aJ0XJIMKA U O YEM-TO IyMaeT. ITO 0OCTOSATENb-
CTBO BBI3bIBAJIO B HEM OOJIbITIOE HeroioBaHue. Kak oHa MOXeT BUIETb TOTO, M HE 3aMevath ero, TAKOro
pockorHoro napHsi? He noHnMas 3Toro, mapeHs Bce 0osbliiie U OOJIbIIle MOrpyKaJiCsl B CBOU MBICIH,
TIOKa JIBEpb He ObUIa 0OCBOOOKIeHa. MUXaun1 MOJIOoIIeN K Hel ¥, IPUJIOKUB YXO, IIPUCITYIIAJICS.

— Yro ckaxemnb? — mogouas omake, cripocun Orer.

— KaxkeTcs, TaM HUKOTrO HeET.

— A 4T0, eciii OHM MPOCTO MPUTAUIHUCH? — B3BOTHOBAHHO CITPOCHIT AJIEKCEH.

— He HyXHO MaHMKOBaTh paHbIIIe BpeMEHH, — OTMaxHysIcss Muxaun u, mocMotpeB Ha Orera,
3aroBOPWJI 3HAUMTENIBHO THINE — [Ipeiaralo OCTOPOKHO OTKPBITH JABEPb M Pe3KO BHIATU. Tak MbI
CMO’EM BBIUTPATh MOMEHT HEOKUIAHHOCTH.

Orier HA CEKYH/IbI He KoJIe0aJiCsl M, KUBHYB TOJIOBOM B 3HAK COTJIACHSI, TIOIIIEN 32 CBOEH TyOuH-
KOW. MMXauJI Takke pPeluTeIbHO TOJOIIEN K OTHOMY U3 CTYJIbEB U, OTOPBAB y HEro 00e HOXKH, Mpo-
TSHYJ onHy AJiekcero. ToT, KOHEUHO, He XOTeJ IpaThesl, HO, IOHMUMAs], YTO IPYroro BbIXO/A HET, B3SLL.

[Nocrne 3TOro oHM BTPOEM OCTOPOKHO MOAOIIUIM K ABEpU. MuUXari B3sIICA 32 KJIIOY U MEJICH-
HBIMH JIBHKEHUSIMH CJieJIal HECKOJIBKO 0OOpPOTOB, CTapasich HE W3/1aBaTh JIMIITHUX 3BYKOB. OTKpPHIB
3aMOK, OH TOJIOKIJI PYKY Ha PYUKY, TIOCJIe YeTro MOBEPHYJICS K MapHSAM U, KUBHYB, PE3KO pacraxHyI
aBepb. My KUMHBI TYT e BHIOEKaIu B KOPUIOP U, TPUTOTOBUBILIKUCH K HANIAJIEHHIO, CTAIM OCMATpPH-
BaThCSl.
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OpHako Kopuaop OBUT ITYCT, YTO elrle OOJIbINEe UX YAUBUIIO, 3ACTABUB TIIYIO TIOCMOTPETh PYT
Ha JIpyra.

— He 3Hato, Kak Bam, HO MHE BCE TO KaXeTCsl He COBCEM HOPMAJILHBIM, — CIeJIall 3aKTI0UeHIe
Muma.

— Mosxer, Tbl, KOHEYHO, U TIPaB, BOT TOJIBKO S JIyMalo, YTO He CTOWT 3ps1 TepATh Bpems. Heus-
BECTHO, KOrjia OH BepHeTcs. — OJier ormycTui IyOUHKY 1 TIOIIeN Ha3al B KOMHATY CKa3aTh, U4TO TOpa
YXOIUTb.

Bce mocmymany ero u ObICTPO BBIIUIM U3 KOMHATHI, HAIIPABUBIIKUCh B CTOPOHY JICCTHHMIIBL.
Muxani, AN 3aMBIKAIOIIM, TyMal O TOM, YTO 3JIeCh YTO-TO He Tak. Beab ero cozHaHue yxe
HE TIepBbIi pa3 cooOIano 00 OMACHOCTH, HO BOT O KAKOW MMEHHO, OH TIOKa He ToHuMaJ. [Toatomy,
MOTPY3UBIIVICH B CBOM MBICJIM, OH IIEJT CJIEZIOM 32 OCTAJTbHBIMHU.

B 310 Bpemst Oier yxe He XOTell ocTaHaBIMBaThCs. [TogyBCcTBOBaB cesl TMIEpOM, OH BeJl BCEX
Ha CJIYIONIUI 3Tax 3AaHusA. Belb OH MIPUHST HEMPEJIOKHOE pellieHrue BIOPAThCS U3 ITOTO MecTa
BO YTO OBl TO HU CTAJIO.

HoBeii 3Tasx npeactaBuiics B3opy MapHs, a Yepe3 MrHOBEHKe B KOMHATY BOIIUTH U BCE OCTaJTb-
Hble. Termepb OHU CTOSUTH B MIOMEIIEHUN OTPOMHBIX Pa3MepoB, KOTOPOE CBEpPXY JIOHU3Y ObLIO 3armoj-
HEHO OOJIBIIIMMU JAePEBIHHBIMU SIIITUKAMH.

— Kak gymaenib, MbI 31€Ch UTO-HUOYIb HaiiieM? — monHTepecoBaics Onier, Kak TOJNBKO 3a/yM-
YMBHI MWUIIIa MOSBUIICS B IBEPSX.

— A g 61 Tak OBICTPO OTCIOZIA HE YXOIWJI, — HEOKHMIAHHO 3arOBOpUJI AJieKcei, onepeauB Muxa-
WJIa ¥ 3aCTaBHB BCEX MOBEPHYTHCS B €r0 CTOPOHY.

— NHTepecHo, 4TO 3a reHuaibHas Ujiesl TaK HeOXKUJIAHHO POAMIIAch B TBoe rojose? Vnm Ha
TeOs1 HanwIo mpocBeTienue?! — 3acMesuicst OJier, OHAKO MapeHb He CMYTHWIICS, a TIOCMOTPEB B €ro
r71a3a, TPOIOJIKILIL:

— Mexay mpouum, 3TH SIIIUKU JIOCTATOYHO BBICOKHWE. M MOXeT OoKa3aThCsl, UTO HABEPXY MBI
CMOXeM HalTH OKHa, B KOTOPBIE C JIETKOCTBIO TOCMOTPUM. M 3TO Ha3bIBaeTCS MBIILJICHUEM, OpaT. —
Anekceit opomen k Onery u, OXJIOMaB ero Mo mieuy, jgo6aBmwit — CMUpUCh, TeOe 3TOro He JaHO
MTOHSATb.

— Bor s u cMOTpIO, 4TO Thl STMM KauyeCTBOM HHKOIJA He oOnajan, — pe3ko orBetun Orer,
HAYMHAS 37TUThCS. — ECIIM XOPOIIIEHPKO IMPUCMOTPETHCS, TO MOKHO OTCIO/Ia YBUAETh OTCYTCTBHE OKOH.
IToHs1, reHni T HaLI?

AJlekceill HIYero He CTaJl OTBEYaTh, MPOCTO MPHUCTAIBHO MOCMOTPENT B IJia3a PhIKEBOJIOCOTO
MapHs1, UCIIBITHIBasA OrPOMHYIO HeHaBUCTh. OJier Takke CMOTpeJI Ha MapHs, eBa clepkuBas ceds,
MOHUMAS, UTO B JTIOOOH MOMEHT MOKET COPBAThCS U OTAEIATh ITOr0 BHICKOUKY. OTHAKO MEX/1y HUMU
BCTaJl MuXau 1, MOCMOTPEB CHavYaJla Ha OJIHOTO, TIOTOM Ha JIPYroro, CTpOro CKa3al.

— Ilozxe pasbeperech. A ceiiuac qaBaiite McKaTh BhIXOM. [Toka ecTh XOTs Obl HeOObIIAsT BO3-
MOHOCTb, MBI €10 BOCIIOJTb3YeMCH.

He nonro mymasi, oH moiesn K MepBOMy TMOMABIIEMYCS SIIUKY W OBICTPO HA HEro B30OpasIcs.
[MapHu 37100HO NIEPETJISTHYJIMCH, OTHAKO MOCJISIOBAIM 32 HUM. Y3Ke Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT BCe TPOe
CTOSUTM Ha CAMOM BEpXHEM SIIUKE ¥ CMOTPEJIM Ha KUPITUIHYIO CTCHY.

— A 4, Mexly IPOYUM, TOBOPUJI, YTO 3TO IVIyMasi 3aTes, — JOBOJIbHBIN Heyaadeu, ckazan Ouner
1 ocMoTpet Ha AJiekcesi. KOHeYHO, eMy XOTeloCh BRIOPAThCsl OTCIONA, OTHAKO TOPIOCTh He J1aBaja
MpU3HATH HU MaJieiel cnadoct. Beib B cBom mBaanaTh yetbipe roga OJer HEOIHOKPATHO OKa3bl-
BaJICS B MOJOOHOM cuTyaruu. W KaxIplid pa3 CIOPHJI IO CaMOro MOCJIeTHETo, TOKa3bIBask OKPYyKalo-
MM CBOIO MpaBoTy. He pa3 apascs, HO Bce paBHO HUKOTA HE YCTymall.

— He pazpensio TBoeii pafgocTu, — TpycTHO ckazain Muxaw. — Jlydiie Obl 3/1eCh ObUIA 3TH OKHA.
JlagHo, Ham Bce paBHO OOJIbIIIe HUYETo Ha ITHX SANIMKAX He HAWTH, TaK YTO MpeJiarai He 3a1epiKu-
BaThCsl U OTIIPABJIATHCS JAUTBIIIE.
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— Moxert, CTOUT MOCMOTPETh, UTO JICKHUT B ITUX SIIIIUKAX ? — /IS eIlle OHY MOMBITKY AJeK-
ceil, HO yBU/IEB, YTO MUXanj OTpUIATeNIbHO TIOKaYall TOJIOBOM, CTaJl CITyCKAaThCsl BHU3.

Tam uX KAaM KEHIMHBL. YBHUIEB IPYCTHBIC JIUIIA, OHU HE CTaJIM HUYero crpammsath. [Ipocto,
OITYCTHB T'OJIOBBI, TIONLIX Ha3aa. Terneph Bce MOJHUMAITICH B TIOTHOM THIIMHE, OOyMBIBas JaJIbHEH-
e JercTBus. Bapyr Muxaumn pe3ko OCTaHOBHMIICS M, OCMOTPEBILKCH, IPUKAJICS K CTEHE.

3a CTeHOM MOCIBIIAICS TPUTTYIICHHBIH 3ByK. BOT TOJIBKO YTO 3TO OBUIO, OH HUKAaK HE MOT
MOHSATH. 3BYK HAITOMHUHAJ HETIPEPbIBHBIN Ty, OYATO TaM, 3a CTEHOM, I'YyJIsIeT IMKasl BbIOra, M C CHJIOH
yZapsisich O CTEHBI JIoMa, 00pa3yeT MoJoOue YeJOBEYECKUX KPUKOB M CBUCTOB. OT 3THX 3BYKOB Y
Muim 1o crimHe mpoOeskaar Mypamiky, 3aCTaBUB €ro TeJlo MepeiepHyThes. «UTo ke 9To 3a epyHaa
Takasi?» — MPOHECIIOCh B €0 TOJIOBE.

Ho Bapyr Bce pe3ko IpekpaTtuiiocs. A OCTaJIbHBIE, 3aMETUB CTPAaHHOE MoBeAeHue Muxania,
TaK k€ MPUCIOHUIUCH K CTEHE, U CTAJTH CITyIIaTh.

— Yro Thl TaM ycbIman? — ocTOpokHO crpocuit Oer.

— He 3Hat0... — pazoyapoBaHHO OTBeTHJ MHXawl U, OTORAS OT CTeHbI, J0OaBUI — MoOXeT, 5
MIPOCTO CXOXKY € yma?

[Nocne 3THX €IOB OH eliie OOJbIle MOTPY3UICS B CBOU MBICIIM M HarpaBuiIcs aajbine. OcTaib-
HBIE TOJIbKO MEPEIVISHYJIMCh U HAIIPABUIIUCH CIIE/IOM.

Muixaunii, HUYero He 3aMevasi, el HaBepx, Py 3TOM Niepedupasi B TOJIOBE BCE U3BECTHBIE CITy-
Yau, a TaKke CriocoObl YBUAETD ICHCTBUTEIFHOCTD, BE/Ib B €r0 KapMaHaxX BCeria MOXKHO ObLIIO HAUTH
HECKOJIbKO HY)KHBIX IPEMETOB, MPEeAHA3HAYEHHBIX [T TOMCKA IEMOHOB U 3aIIUTHI OT HUX.

OpnHako OH MOHKUMAJT, YTO TPOBOIUTS JTIOOBIE PUTYaJTBl CEYac He CaMOoe yIauHOe 3aHTHE, Beb
HEU3BECTHO, KaK K STOMY MOTYT OTHECTUCH Apyrue. [109ToMy OH pelas, CTOUT JId IPOBOJUTH PUTYAT
WM HET, TaK KaK Y Hero HeT HU OJIHOTO JIOKa3aTesIbCTBA MPUCYTCTBHUS JIEMOHOB WJIU APYTUX MUCTHYE-
CKHX CYyIIECTB. A TPOBOIUTH Marn4ecK1e pUTyasibl, OCHOBBIBAsICh TOJIBKO HA CBOUX UyBCTBaxX, KOTO-
pble ObUTM OYEHb IPOTUBOPEYMBLIMU, MHXan He MOT.

W BOT HOBas aBEph, 32 KOTOPOIl OTKPBUICSA KOpUAop. B 3TOT pa3 Bce oka3anoch HEMHOIO IO-
apyromy. Briepeny He Ob10 BUTHO HU OHOM JBepH. TONMbKO MPOX0A YXOIMIT BAaIh 1 HEMHOTO M3TH-
OaJics, He TIOKa3bIBasi, YTO TaM, BIEpeaAr. 31ech He ObUI0 HUKAKUX MPEIMETOB, JIUIIIb TOJble OKpa-
IIIEHHbIE CTEHBI YHBUIO CMOTPEJIM Ha HE3BAaHBIX IOCTeH. A CBETHJIBHUKU HEOXOTHO T'OPEIH, CKYIHO
ocBemas u 6e3 Toro TeMHbI KOpUa0p. MuXau TsKesIo B3JOXHYI U nomen Biepen. OqHako uayias
1o3aau AHs yCKOpWJIA 11ar v, JOTHaB €ro, CIPOCHJIa:

— Ckaxwure, Muxawi, Mbl CMOKEM OTCIO/Ia BBIOPAThCS WII HeT?

Muiiia mocMOTpelT Ha Hee U TIOTBITAJICS YABIOHYTHCS, HO BMECTO YJBIOKH y HEro MoTydrioch
ee XaJkoe rmojpooue.

— I[o-moemMy, MBI TOrOBOPHIIUCH Ha «Thl». K MOEMy BEJIMKOMY COXaJICHUIO, s1 HE CMOTY J1aTh
OTBETa Ha 3TOT BONPOC, — OTBETUJI OH, BHIA/ISI U3 CBOMX MBICJIEH, U, ellle pa3 MOCMOTPEB Ha AHIO,
no6asun — OHAKO HAEI0Ch, YTO cMOXeM. — OH CHOBA MOMBITANICS YABIOHYTHCS, HO HE CyMeTl.

— 51 cMOTPpIO, BHI. .. IPOCTHUTE. .. THI IECCUMUCT, — HEIOBOJIBHO CKa3ajia OHa. — A sl BOT HE MOTY
Tak. Jlymaio, HeT, 5 Jake yBepeHa, UTo Mbl BRIOEpEeMCs M3 3TOro mpokJiAaToro Mecra! — OHa 310 CKa-
3aJ1a Tak TPOMKO, KaK TOJIBKO Moria. 3areM Jo0aBuia, yxe Tuiie — HyXKHO TOJIbKO BEpUTh B 3TO, U
TOT/ZIa BCe 00SI3aTeNIbHO MOy UYHTCS, — KEHIIMHA YABIOHYIach, T B r1a3a Muxauna.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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