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OJubra UBimeBa
Ha ockoJukax. Knura 2. Uctopus Mepucol

HoBas xn3HbL

Mepuca He ycriesia HI4ero 0Co3Harh, Kak OKa3aiach ocpeu pacnaxanHoro noss. KaGmyku ee
Tyesb cpasy MPOBAMIIMCH B PHIXJIYIO 3eMJT0. BomeOHuIa nomneiTanack 0OpaTUTHCS K CBOEH CHJIE,
HO HE CMOTJIA.

— Her! D1oro He Moxer ObITh. OH HEe MOT TaK MOCTYIUTh CO MHOH! — B OTYASHUM MTPOK prUyYaia
OHa.

Bce smormu cpa3y oOpymmivch Ha Hee: HeHaBUCTh, PEBHOCTh, 00J1b. JKeHIMHa cXBaTuiiach
3a TOJIOBY, €il cTajo 6e3yMHO cTpamHo. HeBeposTHBIM ycHiIMeM BOJIM OHA 3acTaBuiia ceOst BBIIpSI-
MUTBCSI U OCMOTPEJIACh 10 CTOPOHaM. JlepeBsiHHbIE JOMMKH BUIHEIUCh HEBAAJIEKE, €1 OCTaBaJIOCh
TOJIBKO MOWTH 1O HAIpaBJIEHHIO K HUM. Mepuca cHs1a Ty, OHa HEBOJIbHO B3/I0XHYJIA, KOTJA YBU-
nena, 4to ee 00yBb yXke He CIacTu. ATIacHas TKaHb, KOTOPOW OHM ObLTM OOTSIHYTHI, MPONUTANIACH
rpsi3bio. Vit 60cKoM ObLITO HETIPUATHO, HOTY OBICTPO CTaM HBITh. K TOMY e eii Memnano UIMHHOe
iathe. YI00CTBO [UIsl Hee ceffuac ObUIO BakHee KpacoThl. JKeHIMHa pe3KUM IBMKEHHEM OTOpBaia
CJIMILIKOM JUIMHHBIA 1of0s1. B 3Ty TKaHb oHa 3aBepHyJa Tyduu 1 nonuia aajsiie. Ee nepexon mmcs
He OoJiee yaca, HO 3a 3TO KOPOTKOE BpeMs OHa CUJIbHO BHIMOTAJIACh.

JKenmuna ¢ Tpyaom nodpasack 10 OnvpkaiInero goMa 1 cena Ha cKkameeuky B TeHu. OHa repe-
BeJa AbIXaHWe, MbITAsACh NMPUIYMaTh, Kak Jydllle MOCTYyNUTh. PelieHne mpuiio K Hell JOBOJIBHO
obicTpo. HykHO Ob110 JTI00BIM CITIOCOOOM HATH K PBIIILY HaJ1 TOIOBOW. Meprca HanmpaBUiIach K CaMOMy
OOJIBILIOMY JIOMY, KOTOPBII pacrionarajicsi B leHTpe JepeBHH. OHa B30eskasa 1o CTyleHbKaM M MOCTy-
yaja B ABepb. Eil OTKpbLIa MOXUIAS KEHILMHA.

— ITomorure! Ha mensa Hanaymu! Ilomorure! — npokpuyana Mepuca u ynana B IPUTBOPHBIN
0OMOpOK.

Ona crpllana, Kak Xo3s1Ka 3Bajla KOro-To Ha IOMOILb. 3ateM Mepucy NOAHSAIM U BHECTH B
JOM.

—T'ocnoxa, B CbIIMTE MEHs1? — C OECITOKOMCTBOM CIIPOCHJIA XO3SIHKa, TPUKJIA/IbIBAsI K TOIOBE
OOJILHOU XOJIOIHBIN KOMITPECC.

Mepuca norieBenuiach 1 OTKpbLIa I1a3a.

— Yro cayumnnock? — cnabbIM TOJIOCOM CIPOCHIIA «OOJTbHAS».

— Bol notepsiiu co3HaHue, 1 MOH CbIH AJIeKC TPUHEC Bac ciofia. Bel cka3asiu, 4To Ha Bac HamaJu.

Bomme6Huna npunoaHsaiack. PAaom ¢ Hell cTost1 MyKUMHA JIET JBaJIaTH MATH, CBETJIOBOJIO-
CBIf, MYCKYJIMICTBIH, €r0 OOJIMK MOPTHJIA TOJBKO MPHUBBIYKA CYTYIUThCS. OH CMOTpEN Ha TOCTHIO C
OECIOKOICTBOM U YYaCTHUEM, KaK U €r0 MaTh.

— a... — Hauana Mepuca, TbITasiCh Ha XOAY MPUAyMaTh MPaBIONOJOOHYI0 HCTOpUIO. — ... 5
MIOMHIO TOJIbKO, KaK Oe’aJa Io TOJI0, COJTHIIE HEBBIHOCUMO TEKJIO.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cripocui AJiekc.

Mepuca crierka HaXMypHJIach, CJIOBHO BCIOMHUHASI.

— 51 He MOMHIO, — MPOU3HEC/Ia OHA C HOTKAMM OTYasiHUS B TOJIOCE.

— CBIHOK, MOJOXAU C paccIpocamM, — MATKO MPOM3HECHa X03sWKa. — A Bbl, MOsl Jloporas,
JIeXKUTE, 5 cefivac Bce MOATOTOBJIIO.

INoxunas xKeHIMHA MoAo1UIa K IKady, 1ocTana Mpoctoe cepoe 1iaThe U Tyduu 6e3 Kaoiyka,
a Takxe MOoJOTeHle U OAHOUKY C YEM-TO.

— AJiekc, OCTaBb MOJIOrPeBaTh BOAY M TIOMOTH HAILIEH FOCThEe JOOPAThCS 10 BAHHOH KOMHATHI.
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MyX)urHa 3aCyeTHJICS, €ro JABWKEHUs ObLTM OTPHIBUCTHIMH, HO YBEPEHHBIMU. 3aKOHYHB C
BOJIOM, OH mofomIes K Mepuce, HO 3aMelTKaICs.

— ¢ cmory BcTaTh, — MOCHENTHO MPOU3HECIA OHA.

BriBmas BoseOHUIIA MeUIEHHO TIOIHSIAch U orepiach Ha pyky Asekca. OH oBen ee 10
coceTHel KOMHATHI U TIOMOT cecTh Ha TabypeT. 3aTeM OH JIOBOJILHO OBICTPO HATOJHKII YaH C BOJIOH,
a ero Math MPUHEC/Ia HEOOXOIUMBIE BEIITH.

— Bam nomous, toporasi? — cripocuia X03siiika, CTosl B IBepsiX.

— $I mocrapatock cipaBUThCS cama, — OTBeTHIa Mepuca, Ho 3aTeM goGaBuia. — 5 mo3oBy, eciu
MHE IMOHaA00uTCs momMoinb. Kak s Mory k Bam odpamarscs?

— Creiina, — NpUBETIIMBO OTBETHJIA XO35IMIKa U BBILLIA.

Ocrapmmich oqHa, Mepuca ocMOTpena CBoe IulaThe, BEpHee TO, YTO OT Hero ocrasock. Korma-
TO BEJIMKOJICITHBIN Hapsi U3 OeJIoro IIejiKa BHITIsAAeNa XyKe MOJTOBOM TPATKU. JKEeHIIMHA MMOCTIEITHO
CHSIJIa €T0, OKYHYJ/Ia B BOJIy M 3aTeM BBITEpJIa TulaTheM Horv. Hu Ha 4To Ipyroe OHO yke He TOIUIOCh.
[ToMbIBITIHICh, OHA TTOYYBCTBOBAJA cedsl Jiyulne. 3aTeM KeHIIMHA Mepeoesiach B IaThe, KOTopoe
noarotoBmwia Creitia. OHO OBUTO HEMHOTO He 10 pa3mepy Mepuce, HO Jlake B HEM OHA BHITJIsiENA
XOpOIIIO.

Korma ona BblllUIa, OT Hee HE YKPBUICS BOCTOPKEHHBIN B3MIAL Auiekca. MyxunHa aaxe
HEMHOTO 3aMeIIKaJICs, HO 3aTeM Mmofdexkas K Hed, 4TOObI TOMOYb JOWTH JJO TOCTEBON KOMHATHI.

— Cnacu60 3a Bce, — MATKO MPOroBOpHIIa OHA. — $1 He 3aCTyKHBal0 TAKOW TOOPOTHI.

— Mm1 He ocraBiisieM Jiofiedt B Oefie, — mapupoBayl MyxkunHa. — OTIOXHUTE, BCE Pa3roBOPBI
TIO/IOK/TYT.

Mepwuca nociyIHo Jierjia B ocTes b U TOJBKO TOTrjIa MOYYBCTBOBAJA, HACKOJIBKO ycTana. OHa
3acHYyJIa MTHOBEHHO, M ITPOCHYJIACH, TOJIBKO KOT/Ia 32 OKHOM Yy ke ObLJIO TeMHO. JKeHIIuHA MPUOTKphLTa
r71a3a, e movYyIuiIoch, 4To rnepes Her crout TelipaH, HO yepe3 CeKyHly BedeHue rucuesso. OHa noj-
HsUJTach M MOCTIEITHO cMaxHYyJa cie3y. Eil Henb3s ceifuac qyMarh O MPOIUIOM, HYKHO CHITPaTh CBOKO
poib 10 KoHIIa. Meprca OTKpbUIA JIBEPh U TOIILIA 10 KOPUAOPY Ha 3BYK T'OJIOCOB.

B Gosbioit koMHaTe ObLT HAKPHIT CTO. BO I1aBe HEro cujesn MmoXwiol MyXK4YMHA, BUIUMO,
910 M ObUT crapocta. CnipaBa or Hero Haxomwiack Creitna, a cieBa AJiekc. Psmom ¢ Asekcom
cuzena JIeByIKa JIeT IBaIaTH, OHA YTO-TO OKUBJICHHO PaccKas3blBajia, HO Pe3KO 3amoirJasa, 3ame-
tiB Mepucy. CTapocTa MOJHSIICS U YYTUBO MTPOU3HEC:

— Pan ¢ Bamu noznakomuthesi. Moe umst Credan, ¢ MOel JKeHOUM M CBIHOM BbI YK€ 3HAKOMBI.
A 310 MOs f1oub JIuza. [TpucaxkuBaiirecs.

I'octes cena HanpotuB Ctedana U KPOTKO MPOU3HECa:

— bnaropapro.

— JKena roBopuia, 4To Bbl HUYETrO He MOMHUTe. MHe yIajoch HAlTH Ballld Clie/ibl, OHU BEIyT
B T0JIe, HO MOTOM OOpbIBaloTCsA. CJIOBHO BHI ynaiu ¢ HeOa, — MPOU3HEC MYKUMHA U pacCMesyics,
JOBOJIbHBI COOCTBEHHOM IITyTKOM.

— Ecnm g ynana ¢ HeGa, To JoJDkHA OblTa OKa3aThCs B a1y, — Pe3KO MPOM3HECIa BOJIIEOHUIIA,
HO ITOTOM TIOCTIENTHO J1o0aBwia. — [IpocTute, s HIYEro He IOMHIO, U 9TO TPUBOIUT MEHSI B OTUasTHUE.

— B Takom ciydae, BaM BBINIAT peIKMIA IIAHC HAYaTh XW3Hb ¢ Hadana. K npumepy, BHIOpaTh
cebe uMsl. A TIpoILIoe BEpHETCS K BaM, €CITU CYKIEHO, — MPEJIOKIT I71aBa CeMeNCTRa.

Mepucy nopasuia MyapoCTh, CKpBITasi B €ro cjioBax. Bumumo, He 3pst sxxutenn Boiopam Cre-
(pana crapocroi.

— Torga 3oBute MeHs1 Puroii. $1 6narogapHa Bam 3a Bce M XO4y OTIUIATUTh, 4YeM cMmory. [1o3-
BOJIbTE MHE OCTaThCs Y Bac, s1 Oyay momorarts rocrioxke Creliie BO Bcex Jefax.

Credan kosedasics, CIUIIKOM CTPAHHBIM OBLJIO TIOSIBJICHUE 3TO TIOTePSHHOUN KPACABHIIBL.

— Oren, s mpory Te0s1! — BAPYT pon3Hec AJiekc.

— Xoporo, — HakoHetr, permi CtedaH, He BbIIEpKaB B3IVIsAAA TIOOUMOTO ChIHA.
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C storo aHsa Mepuca cTana MpakTUYECKU WIEHOM 3TOW MaJleHbKoi ceMmbu. CHavasa mosce-
IHEBHbIE 0OS3aHHOCTH JABAJIMCh €1 ¢ Tpy/IoM. B KOHIIe IHS y Hee, Ka3aJloch, HblJTa KakAast MBIIIIIA.
Dbyl MOMEHTBI, KOTJIa OHA XOTeJa CAaThCsl, HO IOTOM CHoBa Opaia cedst B pyku. Co BpeMeHeM OHa
npuBbikia. Ee koka 3aropena ot paGOThl Ha COJTHIIE, BOJIOCH TeTleph BCe BpeMsl ObUTH yOpaHbI TIO]T
KOCBIHKY, pyKH orpyoenn. Mepuca crapaiach OoJbllle He CMOTpeThesl B 3epkasio. [Toatomy ee oco-
OEHHO YAMBIISUIO TIOBBIIIEHHOE BHUMAHUE CO CTOPOHBI MECTHBIX MYKUMH. Ka 11l 1ipu 1000# BO3-
MOHOCTH CTapaJicsl eit moMoub. Ho ee He MHTepecoBaId X yXaXXMBaHUs, BeJlb OHA yxke OblIa BITI0O-
neHa. Co BpeMeHeM UyBCTBO CTajio riyOxe. KeHIMHa IbITanach BO3HEHaBUETh TelipaHa, HO He
CMOTJIa, OCTAJIOCHh TOJIBKO coxxasieHne. OHa xoTena YBUJETh €ro eie XoTs Obl pa3. Bpemenamu 310
XeJlaHue ObLI0 HACTOJNBKO CHUJIBHBIM, YTO € Mepenruicsi ero oopas. Vi oH AefCTBUTENBHO TPU-
cMaTpuBa 3a Her?

— ThI onsITH O YeM-TO 3aayManach? — MeYaabHO CIIPOCUIT AJIEKC.

My>x4rHa 1111 32 Hell ¥ Hec J1Ba TSDKEJBIX BeJpa ¢ BOHOM.

— Ilpoctu, MHe Kaxercs, 4To 51 BcomuHal. HesicHple 00pasbl mpuxoaar ko MHe. M B HUX
BCerja MpHUCyTCTBYET OOUH U TOT ke 4YeoBeK. OH HeM3MEHHO B M3YyMPYIHOM Kam30J1e, BHICOKH, C
MIPOH3UTEIFHBIMU 30JI0THCTO-3eJIeHbIMU T1a3amu. Kak Obl 51 XOTesa, 4ToObl OH Hallesl MeHs! — mpo-
M3HeCIa OHAa UCKPEHHE, B HaJexkIe, UTo TelpaH CMOXET ee YCIIbIIIaTh.

Omna jaxe He 3aMeTuIIa, Kak IOMpayHes AJIeKc.

— ThI roBOpHMIIA, YTO BCIOMHMJIA CBOE UMSI, — IOCTICIIIMII TIEPEMEHUTD TEMY MY)KYMHA.

— Jla, HO TO UMS IS MEH$ YK€ HUYero He 3Hauurt. S — Pura.

— Yepes nmapy Hepenb Oyaet npa3aHuk. [leHp n3daBiaeHus. Tol O IEIs co MHOM? — AJIeKe ObLT
TaK B3BOJIHOBAH, UTO JIA)Ke 3aITHYJICS O KAMEHb M PacIuiecKas BOMY.

Psinom ¢ Hell OH Beeraa yyBCTBOBAJ cedst HEyMeIbIM MaJIbYUIIIKOM.

— 4 He mo6mo TopxkecTB. K TOMY ke MHe HeYero HaJeTh.

— Dt10 He Oema. 3aBTpa s MoBe3y cecTpy B ropoa. Eciu Thl moezenis ¢ HaMu, Mbl iogdepem
riatee u Tede.

Omna XoTesna oTKa3aTbesl, HO OH C TaKOW HaJlekKJO0M CMOTpEJT Ha Hee, YTO OHAa HEXOTs CorJlacu-
J1ach.

Onu oTIpaBUIIKCH B IyTh yTpoM. Mepuca u JIuza ceiu B Ternery, a Ajiekc Ha Ko3Jbl. JIn3a Oblia
CUMIIAaTUYHOM JEBYIIKOW: MUHHUATIOPHAS, C KPYIJIBIM JIMLIOM M CBETJIBIMYU BbIOIIUMHUCS Bosiocamu. Ee
BHEITHOCTb MOPTHJIO TOJIBKO HEOOJIBIIIOE KOCOTIa3ue.

— Mens npurnacuin MaptuH! — menoTom npou3Hecsia JIeByIlKa Ha yxo Mepuce.

— OH He 0YeHb XOPOIINI YeOBEK, — OyIHUYHBIM TOHOM 3aMeTrIIa ObIBINAs BOMIIIEOHUIIA.

— Henpaena! OH camblil KpacUBbII U CaMblid YMHBI! — C TOPSIYHOCTBIO IPOU3HECIIA IEBYIIIKA,
HO PEe3KO 3aMOJT4asia, MOHsIB, UTO Bblgaia ceOs C TOJIOBOM.

— K10 camblil KpacuBblil 1 YMHBIN? — UPOHUYHO MEPECIIPOCHIT AJIEKC.

— A TbI He TIOfIC/TyIIMBAN ! — KpukHY/Ia Jlu3a Oparty.

Mepuca HEBOJIHHO YIIBIOHYJIACh, YBUJIEB, KAK CMYTHJIACh IeBYIIKA. MBICIEHHO OHA Aajia CJIOBO,
YTO TOIBITAETCSI OTTOBOPHUTH JIn3y oT Bcrpeu ¢ MapruHom. OHa OTJMYHO 3HajIa TAKMX MYKUHH:
KPacuBBII U BecesIblid, OH BCEraa yBepeH B CBOeM 00asHUM, HO Ha JIeJie COCTOMT U3 3ayUYeHHBIX (hpa3
1 yJIBIOOK. B HEM HeT HM CHIIBI, HA CMEJIOCTH, HU MYKEeCTBa — TOJIBKO cioBa. OH HEKOTOpOe BpeMs
OKa3blBaJl 3HAKM BHMMaHuUs1 Mepuce, HO OHa yXke JaBHO Jajla eMy MOHSATh, YTOOBI OH MCKall cede
APYTYIO J00BITY.

[TpuOBIB B ropof, Opy3bsl MEPBHIM JICJIOM OTHPABIIIMCH Ha ITIaBHYIO IUIOMIA]b. 31€Ch OBLIO
o4eHb IIyMHO. Kaxaplil mpogaBer] cuuTan CBOMM JOJITOM KpUYaTh, MPUBJIeKasi BHUMAaHUE TIOKYIa-
Tesell. Mepuca cocpeloTOYeHHO CMOTpeia 10 CTOPOHAM, jKeJlasi TIOCKOpee HalTU TO, YTO HYKHO U
MOKUHYTh 3TO MECTO. BApyYT ee B3MIsA] OCTAaHOBMIICS Ha HUIIEM, KOTOPBIN CHJIEN Y IOPOTH B KAKOM-
TO MOTPENaHHOM YepHOoM Oantaxone. OHa cpasy y3Haja B HeM AJiMapa H MOCIenHo oTBepHyach. Ho
OH B JTIOOOM cilydae He y3Hasl Obl ee. MyXkurHa CHIeN Ha KOPTOUKAaX U MOHOTOHHO PacKayMBaJICs
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B3a] 1 Briepe/1, 60pMoya Moj1 HOC KaKue-To clioBa. [lepes HUM cTosijia TpeCHYBIIasi MECKa, B KOTOPYIO
MIPOXO’KKMe Opocaid MOHETKH U3 KaJlocTh. HUUTO B 3TOM uesioBeke yxke He HAlOMHUHAJIO O ObLIIOM
BJIACTUTEJIE TIEPBOTO KPYyra CHJIBL.

Ata BCTpeya CHOBA HAIIOMHUJIA €1 O TPOIILJIOM.

— Pura, nonwm ckopee. S BIKy TaMm moTpsicaiolie KpacuBoe IaTtbe! — npousHecna Jluza u
MOTSIHYJIa €€ 32 PYKY.

— Hoporas, Tebe He MOJONIET KPacHBIH, — Mpou3Hecaa Mepuca, olieHuBast Tuiatbe. — Jlyudrie
BO3bMU To1y00€e ¢ 010l BBIIIMBKOIN U BOT 9TH CEPEKKH.

— Touno! Teneps Oyay Bcerga XOmuTh ¢ TOOOM 32 TIOKYITKAMHU.

Jns cedss Meprica BeIOpaia KpeMOBOE TUIAThe ¢ IMPOKUM 30JI0THIM MOSICOM U TY(hJIU B TIBET.

IMocne mokymok AJiekc yroctit Beex cagoctsimu. Cuactoio JIusel He ObUTO rpanull, Ho Meprca
OCTaBaJIach CEpPbe3HOM M HU pa3y He YJbIOHYJach. AJIEKC 3aBel CECTpy B JIABKY C JyXaMH, a caM
YAy4YWJI MUHYTKY U rogouien k Mepuce.

— Twl Tak mevanbHa ceropHs. YTo s MOry czenarb, YToOBl MOpPAIoBaTh TeOsI? — C yyacTheM
CITPOCHJT OH.

JKennmmHa mocMoTpena Ha HErO M B 9TOT MOMEHT CO BCEW OTYETJIMBOCTBIO MOHSIIA, YTO OH
BMOOWICS B Hee. PaHbllie oHa Obl TOJMBKO MOCMEsIach HaJl €ro YyBCTBAMU M MOCTapajiach Obl 3TO
cliesiaTh Kak MOXHO OoJIbHEe, HO TIpeskHel Mepuchl OoJblie He ObUIO.

— Anekcanjp, s OGnaromapHa Tebe 3a Bce, YTO Thl czieyail uisi MeHs. M s HEeMHOTo 3aBUAYIO
YHCTOW PAZIOCTH, KOTOPYIO CIOCOOHA UCTIBITHIBATD JIn3a. S He ydIast KOMIaHus AJis pa3IHUKa.

— Her, o siyuiieit ciyTHULIE 1 HE MOT M MEUTaTh.

— Oco0eHHO, eCITi YYeCTh, UTO s [IOUTH He yMEIO TaHIIEBaTh, — C JIETKOM YJILIOKOW OTBETH/IA OHA.

— 4 Hayuy Te0s1, — 1oOpoIyIHO MpousHeca JIn3a, moaxoasi K HAM.

Mepuca xotena Bo3pa3uTh, HO JIn3a He puHsiia Obl OTKa3a. JIeByIlika BOCIPUHSIIA TO 3a/IaHKe
o4eHb cepbe3Ho. OHa TpeHupoBaia Mepucy Kakablil Beuep W yxke K KOHIy He/Ielu BOMIIIeOHHUIIa
TaHIeBaja JI0OBOJIBHO XOPOIIIO.

— Ckaxu, kak Tebe ymaercsi ObITh TaKOW? — TIOCIIE OTHOTO M3 3aHSATHI BAPYT cripocuia Jluza.

— Kakoi1? — nepecnipocuia Mepuca.

— CrokoiiHOM, YBEepeHHOH, ITapCTBEHHO KpacuBOil. MHe KaxkeTcs, YTO BCE MYKUMHBI B TeOs
BITIOOJICHBI.

- .HIOIH/I BCErga XOTAT TOro, 4€ro HE MOryT IOJYy4HTb. B TOM, ‘ITO6I)I HPAaBUTLCA BCEM, HECT
HUYEro XOPOIIIETO, eCIIM HE MOKEIIb TIOHPABUTHCS TOMY, KOTO JIIOOUIIIb.

— Tsl BCmOMHMIIA YTO-TO U3 CBOETO MPOILIOro? — CHpOCHIIa IEBYIIKA, CIerka HAKJIOHUBIIUCH
BIIEpe/I, HACTOJILKO BEJIUKO OBLIO ee JTI0OOMBITCTBO.

— Ja. 4 cama paspymmiia CBOIO )KU3Hb, TENEPh A BUKY. MeHs paHbllle HUKTO [TO-HACTOSALIEMY
HE JTI0OWJT, TIO3TOMY TIOJIIOOMB cama, S He 3HaJIa, YTO C 9TUM JIeJIaTh, — OHA PE3KO 3aMoTJaa, ei ObLIo
OO0JILHO BCTIOMHUHATb.

— Moii Gpat BmoOneH B TeOs1.

— Haperoch, uto Het. He 3pst ke MeHst po3Basii KOPOJIEBOM JIbIa.

— Kak b1 y3Hanma? — cMymieHHo cipocuiia Jluza.

— 51 He ceprkych Ha 3TO mpo3Buile. Ha rmpaBay He CTOUT OOMKATHCs, — IPOU3HEC/IA OHA C TOPb-
KO YJIBIOKO.

Hacrynwi nens npaszaauka. JIeByIku epeoesuch B HOBbIE TUIaThs. B cBoeM Hapsaae Mepuca
Obl1a HeoTpasuMa. He yauBuTenbHO, UTO, YBUIEB ee, AJleKc notepsi1 fqap peur. OHa B3sj1a ero moj
PYKY, ¥ OHM OTIIPaBUJIMCh Ha ILIOMIAIb COOpaHMii, KOTOpast OblIa yKpalieHa K TopxkecTBy. CHavasa
CTapocTa MPOM3HEC peyb, MoOJaroJapuB XpaHHWTENel 3a CriaceHue, a MOTOM Havajoch BceoOlee
Becelbe. BriepBrie 3a monroe Bpems Mepuca no3onmia cede paccnabuthbes, 3a0biThesl. OHa Muia
MYHII, ITyTHJIa ¥ TaHIeBasIa 6e3 ycTaiu. AJleKc ke Ha00OPOT Ka3aJics CJMIIKOM cepbe3HbIM. B pas-
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rap npazgHuKa OH OTBEJI €€ NMOAAIbIIE OT TAHIYIOIIUX, ‘ITO6BI IOroBOpUTD. >KGHHII/IHa Cpasy MnoHsJia,
B YeM JIeJIO U, HE J]aB €My ITPOM3HECTH He CJIOBO, IIPOrOBOPHIIA!

— D10 MOU MOCHeTHUIA Beuep ¢ BaMu. I coBepimia MHOTO OIIMOOK, M HACTAJI0 BpeMs WX
HCIIPAaBJIATD.

— Her, Tbl He MOXelIb YUTH! — B OTYaSIHUM ITPOrOBOPUII MYKUYMHA.

— 51 nomxHa, 6e3 3TOro sl HUKOIZIA HE CMOTY KUTh B MHUpe ¢ coOOi. Bl Mokaszamu MHe, 4To
3HAUUT HACTOSINASL CeMbsl, rae TeOs JIIOOSIT MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO Thl €CTh Ha 3TOM CBeTe. 371eCh
oOpeJia MOKOH ¥ MHOTO€ MoHsiIa. Tem OobHee MHe BCIOMHHATD, KaK s IIOCTYIHJIA C CAMBIM JOPOTMM
MHE 4YeJIOBeKOM. §l IOJKHA YBUIIETh €T0, U BCe PACCKa3aTh YECTHO U OTKPBITO.

— ITOT YeJIOBEK. .. THI JTIOOUIIIb ero?

— Ila, o cux mop u, BeposiTHO, Bceraa Oymy.

AJIeKkc TIPUHSIT 3TO yIap CTOMKO M Jaske TOIBITAJICS MPUOOOIpUTsL Mepucy.

— 4 xenato TeGe ynaun. Ecm TeGe moHasoOMTCST MOSI TIOMOIIb — TOJIBKO CKaku. Korga Twi
cobupaelbes yxonuth? Jluza yxe 3Haer?

— HuxkTo He 3Haer, s XOTesa, Mpekjae BCero, MoroBOpUTh ¢ TOOOW. Beap MMEeHHO Thl TOTa
yroBopui Credana momous MHe. Criacu6o! — ¢ 3TUMH CJIOBaMU OHa TMOJIOILIA K HEMY U OOHsIIA.

OH HEMHOTO CMYTHJICS, HO 3aTeM OOXBATHJI €e pPyKaMH U 3aKpbLi 171a3a. Ero cepaiie mpu sTom
OUII0Ch C OeeHHON CKOPOCThI0. EMy OBIJIO TOPBKO, OH TaK U He MOCMEIT TIPU3HATLCS e B JIIOOBH, HO
ceivac 3To yxe He uMeno Obl cMbicia. OH TOHSUT CO BCEW OTYETIMBOCTBIO, UTO ISl STOM JKEHIIIUHBI
OH MOXET OBITh TOJIBKO JPYTOM.

Koraa ona orcrpanmiach, AJieKc Oy THII IOUTH (PU3NIEcKyIo 60Jb. Mepuca yabiOHy1ach eMmy
¥ IIETOTOM MPOU3HEeCa:

— Ilpoctu, s ocraBmo Teds. MHe ceiiyac xoueTcst MoObITh oqHOW. 1 y MeHs ecTb it TeOst
MaJIeHbKHI COBET — mpuriiacu Ha taHer] Coduio.

C 3Tu cnoBaMu OHa MPOIILIA MUMO Hero. MyX4rHa He pelnwics yaepkarh ee  ele JOJTo
CMOTpeJT BCJIe/T TIOOUMOM.

Mepuce xe ceifuac Hy)KHO ObLIO coOparhbcsi ¢ MbIc/ssMU. OHa HOTO OTKJIagbIBajia 3TO pellie-
HHe, HO ceityac BpeMs npuiuio. OHa cka3zaia AJIeKCY YHMCTYIO TpaBy. beiBIas BomeOHUIA AeH-
CTBUTCJIBHO XOTEJIa OTIIPABUTHCA B ITYTCIICCTBUE, ‘ITO6BI IlO6paTI)CH pi(e) 6aI_HHI/I TPETHETO XPAHUTEIIA.
Yero Obl 3TO HU CTOSLIIO.

Omna BepHyach B OMYCTEBINUI JIOM U Tlepeojiesiach B POCToe cepoe Iuiathe. JKeHIHa cena
B KPECJIo M 3aKpblia I1a3a. Mepuca momsiTagach BOoOpa3uth Berpeuy ¢ TeiipaHOM, BOCKPECHTh B
NaMsITH KaXIyI0 YepPTOUKY ero Jimia. Bapyr oHa mouyBCTBOBaIa CUJIbHOE KOJEOAHUST Maruu, sKeH-
IIIMHA PE3KO OTKPbLIA I71a3a U TYT € HACTHIJIa BTOpasi BOJHA. MHp BOKPYT IPOTHYJI, €ro OYepTaHuUsI
HavyaJIi MeHsAThcs. Meprica olyTria pe3Kylo 00k B rOJIOBE, OHAa HapacTalia, HO BHE3AITHO K HeH MofI-
JIeTeN cepeOPHCTHIN OTOHEK U OKPYKHIT €€ CBOMM CBETOM, CIIOBHO KyIoJioM. Meprica ouyBCTBOBAJIA,
KaK CO3HaHME HAyaJlo YCKOb3aTh OT Hee, €€ OKyTala ThMa.
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«IIpeacraBb cede BeCh 3TOT MUP, OTPOMHBIN BECh...»

Mepuca odHys1ach M He MOBepUJIa cBouM Iia3zaM. OHa Jiekasia B OrpOMHOM KpoBaTu ¢ OaJijia-
XMHOM. JKeHIIMHA NPUIOJHATIACH Ha JIOKTAX U OCMOTPEJIACh — BCE Ka3aJIOCh €l OYE€Hb 3HAKOMBIM.
D70 ObLIA MOYTH TOYHAsI KONHMSI ee CMaJIbHU B OalllHe, KOIja OHA elne Oblia BJIaJBIYUIEH BTOPOTO
Kpyra cuiisl. Mepuca npuciynianachk K cede v MOHsIa, YTO MPOoNajo MEMSIIIe YyBCTBO MyCTOTHI,
KOTOpPOE TPecIeoBaIO ee C TOr0 MOMEHTa, KaK OHa JIMIIHMJIACh Marudeckon cuiibl. COMHEHHI OBITh
HE MOIJIO — K Hell BepHyJIach Marusi. BommeOHuIa npoTsiHyia pyKy, IOBUHYSCh €€ BOJIe, KApMaHHOE
3epKaJiblie MepeMeCTHIIOCh CO CTOMA MPSMO K Hel. DTo ObIIO AaBHO 3a0bITOE YyBCTBO, Mepuca naxe
paccmesnach. 3aTeM OHa IepeBena B3IVIAJ Ha CBOIO NPaBYI0 PYKY M YBUJENA HA CPEJHEM IaJIblie
KOJIBLIO C OOJIBIIMM YUCTBIM KaMHEM, OTJIMBAIOLIMM CEPEOPOM.

«He moxer 0bITh! D70 ke Konblo Tefipana! Uto Bce 9T0 3HAYNUT?» — HEBOJIBHO MOAYyMaJla OHA.

Brpyr nBepb pacnaxHynack, 4 K Herd BOexan dununi.

— Mos# rocnoxa, MpoCTUTE 3a BTOPKEHHUE! — C HOTKaMU CTpaxa B I0JI0Ce IPOM3HEC MYy KUMHA. —
K Bam npu0b1 Mactep Asimap, Bbl IPUKA3aJIl HEMEIJIEHHO JOJIOKUTb O HEM.

— @uanm, Kak Th 371ech okazaicsa? f xe ocBoboamiIa Teds... — B HEIOyMEHHe MpOU3Hecna
Mepuca.

— 51 He ObLT B 3aKJIIOYEHUH, TOCHIOXKA, — 03aJaYEHHO OTBETUJI MY)KUMHA.

Mepuca yBrena, YTo OH CMOTPUT Ha Hee C HEECTECTBEHHBIM 000KaHUEM, 3HAUMT, 3aKJIMHAHUE
IYCTOro cepaua euie AefcTBoBao. JKeHIMHa NOHIA, YTO OT HEro HU4ero He gooutscs. Eil crano
HEMHOT'0 He 10 cele.

— Ilepenait Anmapy, 4TO S CKOpO CITyIIyCh, — IIOITPOCHJIA OHA.

Kak Tonbko ®umunm ymresn, BommeOHMIA MOAOILIA K mKady U ocMoTpesna cBoio ofexay. Ee
YIMBUJIO TO, YTO BCS OHA ObUIAa M3 YEpHOW TKaHW. BommeOHuIa focTana riarbe CpemHei JUTMHBI
Y TIPUMEHWIa TPOCTOE KOJIJIOBCTBO, YTOOBI M3MEHHTh €r0 LIBET Ha XOJOOHO-TONYOOW. 3areM OHa
OBICTPO NIepeoiesIach U NMojoIIa K 3epKaty. Mepuca octanach JOBOJIbHA CBOMM BHEIIHUM BUIOM. Ee
KOXa CHOBa CTaJia IJIaJIKoM, Oe3 3arapa, a ¢ pyk mponaiu Mo3oiu. OHa pacyecasia CBOM 30JI0TUCTbIE
BOJIOCHI M 3aKOJIONA MX cepeOpsHOM 3aKOJIKOM, Ternepb 00pa3 ObLT 3aBepiieH. Bommeonuria pemmia
IJIs1 Havaja MOHaOMIoAaTh 32 XOAOM COOBITHIA, YTOOBI MOHSATH, YTO MMEHHO Mpou3oluio. OHa sBHO
OUYYTWJIaCh B KaKOM-TO UCKaXEHHOW PEaIbHOCTH, HO HE MOHATHO, YTO MOCITYKWJIO TOMY IPUYAHON.
¥V Hee B ceprle NOCENNUIACh HEACHAS TPEBOTA.

B 3asne ee xxnan Anvap. OHa fymaia, 4to oH OyJeT XOAUTh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY WJI KaKUM-
TO JAPYTUM CIIOCOOOM BBIKQKET CBOE HEIOBOJILCTBO TEM, YTO OHA CJIMIIKOM JOJTO 3aCTaBUJIA €ro
KJaTh, HO BMECTO 9TOTO MY’KUMHA CTOSLT HEMOABUKHO, HEMHOIO OIYCTHB rojioBy. OH u30erai jaxe
CMOTPETDb Ha Hee.

— Kakue HoBoCTH NpuBenu Teds1 KO MHE B CTOJIb PaHHUH yac? — XOIoAHO cripocuiia Mepuca.

— 4 cnepnn 3a Ppericom, Kak Thl IPUKa3ajia, — MOYTUTEIIBLHO OTBETUI AJIMap. — YK€ HECKOJIBKO
IHel OoH Bo3Bparaercs K o3epy. OH cryckaeTcsi B ero INIyOuHy, HO, BUAUMO He MOXET JIOCTaTh To,
4yTO UIIET. S Jymalo, 4TO OAMH U3 KPUCTAIJIOB HAXOOUTCA UMEHHO TaM.

— Xopo1o, Hy;KHO IpeAynpeanTs TelipaHa U OTIPaBUTCSA TyJa BTPOEM.

— Tenpana? IIpoctu, A He 3HaIO0 YEIOBEKA C TAKUM UMEHEM.

— OH XpaHUTENIb TPETHETO KPYra, — HACTOMYMBO IIPOM3HEC/IA OHA, XOTA YXKE MOHSIIA, YTO €
ycunusi OeCToNIe3Hsl.

Yro-TO HEnonpaBUMOE IMPOU3OILIO B 3TOM MUPE.

— Thl crasa XpaHUTEIBHULIEN BTOPOT'O U TPETHETo Kpyra nocie cMetd Huama. Tel Tak UCIIBITHI-
Baelllb MEHs1? — PaCTEPSIHHO CIIPOCUJI Anmap.

«OH OouTcst MeHs U3-3a Koblia. Jlymaer, uTo s Mory OTHATh Y Hero maruo. Ho nouemy oH He
3HaeT Hr4ero o Teiipane? He MoxeT ObITh, UTO OH ITPOCTO McYe3. Sl OTKA3BIBAIOCH B 3TO BEPUTH!», —
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Mepuce oHaJoOMIOCh HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHI, YTOOBI B3ATh 071 KOHTPOJIb HAXJIBIHYBIIIME SMOLIUH,
rocJie nays3bl OHa npousHecna. — He Oyaem ceituac 00 atom. [okaxu MHE MyTh K 03epy.

Koraa onu okazanuck Ha MecTe, BOJIIIEOHUIIA TIPUKa3aa:

— T ocranembest Ha Gepery. [Ipexynpenu, ecnu nosiButcst Ppeiic, 51 ke HHIPHY B ITTyOUHY.

— Xoporto, — ¢ obnerdyeHrueM OTBeTHII AJiMap, emMy SIBHO He XOTeJIOCh JIE3Th B BOJLY.

Mepuca oOpaTuIach K BHyTPEHHEH Marviy M czieiajia MepBblii 11ar, oToM BTOPOH. Yike uepes
rapy MTHOBEHMI BOa HaKpbLIa ee ¢ rojioBoi. OHa cpa3dy MOYyBCTBOBAJIA MTPUCYTCTBUE MHOPOIHOM
cuibl. BornmreOHuMITa MporibUia CKBO3b TYHHENh, KOTOPBIN MIPUBEI €€ B Tellepy, rae yke xaamn dia-
paH.

— 4 e otnam Bam KameHb! Hukakue yrpossl He 3aCTaBsAT MeHs 3TO caenarb. OH MOXET Ipu-
HaJIeXaTh TONBKO 3allIMTHUKY MHpPA, — MBICJIEHHO TMPOU3HEC DlapaH BMECTO MPUBETCTBHUS.

— $1 mpunuia He 3a KamMmHeM. MHe HYXHO y3HaTh, YTO CIyYHJIOCh C TUM MHpoM. Bce 3mech
KaXETCsl TAKUM PETbHBIM U, BMECTE C TeM, TAKUM HETPABUIIbHBIM.

Crpax nepeBe B3IV Ha KOJBIIO, KOTOPOE CBEPKAJIO Ha MaJIblie BOJIIEOHHIIB M B €0 I71a3ax
OTpPa3UJIOCh TIOHUMAaHHUE.

— DTOT MepCTeHb 3alHIIaeT Bac, MO3BOJSAET MOMHUTh. OCTabHbIE 3a0bLUTH, TENephb ISl HUX
9TO eIMHCTBEHHAsl peajlbHOCTh, — C TOpeYblo MpousHec DnapaH. — B Tom mupe Kupa ocBoboauia
MeHsl. $1 yien 3a rpaHb, pacTBOPHJICS B CBETe, HO MeHsI BepHY/ M ciofia. Kto-To crep, To, 4T0O OBUIO
NpOoXHUTO. YHUUTOXKUI! §I HE MOry YBUJIETh, MOUX CHJI HEIOCTATOUHO, BE/Ib 51 HE BJIA/ICI0 KAMHEM.

OH cxBaTHJICs 32 TOJIOBY U CIEJal HECKOJIbKO HEYBEPEHHBIX I1aroB. 3aTeM eMy MPHIILIO 03a-
peHue, ¥ OH IOCMOTPEJ Ha CBOIO TOCTHIO MTO-HOBOMY.

— I[Nepcrens gocraicst BaM — 3TO JOJIKHO YTO-TO 3HAUMTh. BBl yke MOHSIM, YTO M3MEHIIIOCH? —
HETepreauBO CIIPOCUIT DJlapaH.

Mepuca HauMHA/IA TIOHUMATh, YTO TIPOUCXOIUT, HO HE XOTeJa MPU3HABATHCS B 9TOM. Eii 610
CTpAIIIHO JIaXe MOJAYMaTh O TAKOW BO3MOKHOCTH.

— He xBaraer xpanuTtens Tpetbero kpyra, Teiipana. Ho s eme He 10 KOHIIa B 9TOM YBepeHa,
HY)XKHO BCe MPOBEPUTh. XOTs. .. €CJIM OH He cpaxaiics ¢ @peiicom, To Kupa He crasna BomeOHuIle, a
3HAUMUT, OHa He OCBOOOXKajIa Bac OT KJIATBHL. IlepedepkHyTo Bee caenanHoe e u TefipaHoMm.

CkazaB 310, OHa cpa3y Moaymaja O JepeBHE OKOJIO YEepHOro 3aMKa. JKeHIMHa HEeBOJBHO
B3JPOTHYJIa OT CTPAITHOMN AOTaJKH.

— I momxHa Bce UCTIpaBUTh, — PELIUTENILHO ITpon3Hecna Mepuca. — Ho s He yBepeHa, XBaTuT
JI1 MHE CWJI 3aIVISIHYTh B TIPOIILIOE TOTO, M3Ha4Ya IbHOro Mupa. HyKHO y3HaTh, 4TO mpous3onuio, 6e3
3TOrO HeJib35l AEUCTBOBATD.

CTpax MpHUCTAJIBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha TOCTHIO, OT €r0 MPOH3UTEIBHOIO B3IJIS/IA €i CTalo He T10
ceoe.

— Xopol1io, s TOMOTY, — HAKOHEI[ OTBETHJI OH. — §l OTKpOIO TallHUK, IOTPOHBTECH a KaMHS U
OH CaM PEIIUT, JOCTONHBI JIX Bbl CTaTh €0 XO3SMKOM.

DnapaH KOCHYJICS CTEHBI, M TIOTaliHAsl HUINIA OTKpbUIack. Mepuca nofomnuia Oivke U B3sia B
PYKH KpUCTaJUI, OH TOTYAC OTKJIMKHYJICS Ha ee MPUKOCHOBeHUe. BoieOHuIa oryTiia HeObIBaIIBIHI
TIPUJTVIB CHJTHL.

— Cnacu60, — mpou3Hecsia OHa, HO PSIJIOM y&Ke HUKOTO He ObLIIO.

SOnapan ObUT €IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO TIOMHUJI TOT, APYToM MUp, a Terepb U OH ucye3. Mepuca B
MOCJIETHUI pa3 OIJIsifiesia MyCcToe MPOCTPAHCTBO MeHIephl U NepeMeCcTUiIach HaBepx, K AiMapy.

— Kpucramn y meHs1, — CHOKOMHO npou3Heciia oHa. — [Iponormkaiil ciequts 3a OpericoMm 1 pu-
CbUIaM JIOKJIaJl Kax/ablid eHb. CaM MOKelllb He SIBJISIThCS, MPUChUIAN BECTHUKOB.

— Kak noxenaenib, — HaTSHYTO MPOM3HEC OH, BUIMMO, MHOT/A €ro MPHpoAHas HaTypa Opana
BEPX U MepecuIMBaa JIaxe CTpax.

Mepuca 3ameTusIa 3Ty NepeMeHy U OTMeTHIa [is ce0sl, 9TO HYKHO OBITh OCTOPOXKHEE PSAOM
C 9TUM YEeJIOBEKOM.
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— Jlo BCcTpeuu, — Mpor3HecIa OHa U MPOIILIa CKBO3b MOPTAJL.

Ho Bomme6HmIa nepemectusiach He B OalHIo, a Tya, riae TelipaH cpaxalicsi ¢ KpacHOM rocro-
xoit. [lepen coboit Mepuca yBuaena Marndeckuid KyroJ, JepeBHs 3a OapbepoM BhITIIsIea Oe3K 13-
HEHHOM. B 3Toll peanbHOCTH HUKTO He cpaxascs ¢ Ppuroi.

— Her! — npokpuuana Mepuca.

OnHa Havyasia OCO3HAaBaTh, YTO B 3TOM HOBOM MHpE HE OCTaJOCh JIIOAed, KOTOpble ObUTH e
noporu. Bee oM ObLH yOUTBI, CTepTHI, TOTepstHbL. Ceplle cxkala HeBBIHOCUMAst O0JTb OT OCO3HAHUS
TOTO, YTO OHA OOJIbIIe HE YBUAUT YJIBIOKY JIN3bI, HE YCIBIIIUT 3a0aBHBIX UCTOPUI AJieKca, HUKOTAA
HE CMOXeT cKazarh TefipaHy, 4To YyBCTBYeT. DTH JIOIY TIOMOIJIU el HallTh ceOs1, HayJuIn JTIOOUTb,
coTepeKUBaTh.

— 3a uro? — KPUKHYJIa OHA, IaB BOMIO AMoLMsIM. — [TouemMy UX HeT, a 51 CTolo 371ech? 3a0epute
BCIO MOIO Maruio, 3a0epuTe *Ku3Hb, HO BEPHUTE X !

B aTOT MOMEHT BOJMIIIEOHMIIA YBUENIA TTO Ty CTOPOHY Oapbepa @puty. CyIecTBo yxe He mpsaTa-
JIOCh Y1 XO/IUJIO B COITPOBOKICHHE CBUTHI TAyKOB. KpacHsle r1a3a co3qanns OCTaHOBIIIMCH Ha Mepuce,
1 Ha asbix Ty0ax OpuTsl mosiBUIACh XUIHAs yiblOKa. KpacHast rocnioka 3a0pasia )U3HU BCEX JKUTe-
Jiei AepeBHU U TeTiepb MeuTasia Beioparhes. Ee cuiia 3HaunTeIhHO BO3pociia. Meprica mprucMoTpeiach
K KYTOJTy ¥ 3aMeTHJIa, YTO CTHIK 3aKJIATUH, HAJIOKEHHBIX AJIMApOM, CTaJI BUAUMBIM, M TaM COCPEJIO-
TOYWJIACH PYIIA [1ayKOB.

— Wnu Ko MHe ¥ Ccpa3uch, €CIIU IMMOCMEEIIIb, — C IUIMeHueM pon3Heca Opura.

Mepuca caenana mar K 6apbepy 1 XoTesa MPOMTH CKBO3b HETO, HO KOJIBLIO Ha €€ pyKe 3acBe-
THJIOCh ¥ CAaMO TIEPEMECTHJIO €€ Ha /IBa Ilara Has3al.

— Yto THI Aenaenib? — B OCIMICHCTBE 3aKpryasia BOJIIIECOHUIIA U TIOBTOPUJIA TIOTIBITKY.

Ho kosb110 ongth IepemMecTio ee ot Oapbepa. JKeHIHa repeBesia B3IJIs1 Ha IepCTeHb, MbITa-
SICh B3ATh €r0 MOl KOHTPOJIb. HO cTOWMIIO eil B3MISIHYTh Ha KaMeHb, KaK ero cepeOpUCThIN CBET YCIIO-
KOWJI ee, 9Ta ChJja CJIOBHO OTPE3BIJIA €€, TOMOIJIA MBICIIUTD SICHO.

— IIpoctu, 51 ObuTa He MpaBa, — OOpaTHIach OHA K KOJIbITY, KaK K JKUBOMY CYIIIECTBY. — 51 He
MMEI0 MpaBa celiuyac prcKoBaTh. EMWHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCOO BEpHYTh BCE HA CBOM MECTa — 3TO CIACTU
Teiipana. Moe MecTo He 37€eCh.

Omna noceAHU# pa3 B3MIssHYy/Ia Ha PpuUTy, HO yKe Oe3 3710CTH.

— Tl yxe MepTBa, IpocTO He 3Haenb 00 3ToM. [Ipormaii, — mpon3Heca BOMIIEOHHUIIA U TTepe-
MECTHJIaCh B OAITHIO.

Oma cpazy crycTuiach B JIa0OpaTopuio. TO MECTO OKa3aIoch 0osiee MpayHbIM, YeM OHA TIOM-
Hwia. KHUrn ¢ MarmuyeckuMy CUMBOJIAMU JIEKAJIA Ha CTOJIE OTKPLITBIMH. B Ka)I(IIOfI N3 HUX 6bIHI/I
OIMMCaHBI COTHH CIIOCOOOB CBECTH C YMa, OTHSTB BOJTIO, yOUTh YeJioBeKa. B yriry Oputa HauepTaHa dop-
MyJia IyCTOTO cepaiia, ynepxxusaomas Pummnma. Mepuca rnojgomuia K 3ToMy 3aKOII0BAaHHOMY KPYTy
u 3a0pajia U3 Hero Maruio, ocBoOOXkaas keptBy. [locie 3TOro oHa MBICIEHHO MO3BaJIA MOJIOIOTO
yenoBeka. OH IpuIIies He3amMeUIUTeIbHO. MyKUrHA BBITJISA/IE]T HEMHOTO PACTEPSHHBIM, HO CMOTpEIT
Ha Hee C MPeXHEeH JIOO0BBI0 U 000KAHUEM.

— @uar, s 0ocBOOOXKIa10 TeOs OT CITyKEeHUsI, — TPOM3HECIa OHa.

— Her! He ocransiite meHs1! — B OTUasiHUE MTPOU3HEC OH, Ta/1asi Ha KOJIEHHU.

— Ceityac Tebe OONBHO, HO HaBaXAEHHE MPOUAET. DTO CIyduTCs: ObICTpEe, eCH Thl Oy/ellb
BJIJTU OT MeHSI. .. S mpolITy mpoIleHre 3a To, YTOo clieiaia ¢ TOOOH, — el ObUIO TSXKENIO MPOU3HOCUTD
9TH CJIOBA, HO OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO TaK OBLIO MPAaBUIIbHO. — TBOW OTeIT 10 CHX TIOp KIeT TeOsI, Kak U
TBOsI HeBecTa. U s He oTITyIny TeOs C IyCTHIMHU PyKaMu, XOTs 32 30JI0TO He KYIIUTh BPEMEHH, KOTOpOe
s OTHsUIA Y TeOsl.

Ona Hako//10Bajla CyMKY C 30JIOTBIMA MOHETaMH M MOCTaBUIIa repesi HUM. Momooi denoBek
HE pearupoBall.

— [NogHMMMCh, — OMTPOCHJIA OHA.

®unmmnm nocmymHo Bertan. OHa nmojonuia K HeMy CoOBceM OJIM3KO U MPOU3HeCa:
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— Haperoch, korma-HuOyib Thl POCTHUINL MeHs1. Bynb cuacTiius.

C 3TrMU CI0OBaMH OHa TIOLIENIOBaNA ero B IieKy. Pummnm ObUT 3aBOPOKEH €10 U Aaxe 3a0bL,
KaK JIbIIIATh.

— Ilpo1aii, — mporoBopusa OHa, OTCTPaHsISCh, U NIEPEMECTHIIA €TO JIOMOIL.

Ei1 He xoTenoch ero oTchuIaTh, HO, ClIEJIaB TO, OHA BIEPBbIE IOUYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO MMOCTYITHIIA
MIPABUJIBHO.

«Korza st BepHYyCch B MOW pOIHOM MHp, HY)KHO OyzieT oThicKaTh PUIIMIIIA U TIOPOCHUTH Y HETO
IpOLIEHU», — pernia Mepuca.

Kak cnienpanuct no nopranam u nepeMeleHrsM OHa 3HaJla, YTO MOXKET OTIIPaBUThCS B IPO-
IIJIOE TOJIBKO B paMKax CBOEH peanbHOCTH. Eiil Hy)HO OBbLJIO ONMpeenTh MOMEHT O pa3fe/ieHus,
OTIIPABUTHCA TyJld U OCTAHOBUTDL TOI'O, KTO UCKA3UJI PCAJIbHOCTD. Yr1oOb1 OTKPLITh TaKon IopTaj CUJIbl
JBYX KaMHe# ObLJIO SIBHO HeJocTaTrouHO. Ho 1axe eciv mpennoiokuThb, 4TO BCE MOTYUUTCs, TO, IOTaB
B MPOIIIOE, OHA CaMa MOXET TOBJIUATh Ha COOBITUSI HETIPEACKa3yeMbiM 00pa3oM. DTH MBICTH He
JaBayiv el mokosi. Mepuca crajia u3yyaTb Marnueckye KHUTH OJIHY 3a IPYTOi.

Bomme6nuiia nocrapanach MOJgOWTH K BOIIPOCY HECTAaHAAPTHO. [lyisi Hauana jKeHIIMHA X0oTela
y3HaTh, YTO MMEHHO Cilydmioch ¢ Teiipanom. Mepuca HauepTUia Ha IOy CUMBOJIBI, COEAMHSISA
3aKJIMHAHKUE aCTPAJIBHOTO MyTemecTBrs ¢ (popMyInoi morcka ooumoro. Ho riaBHyo Hafexy oHa
BO3J/Iarajia Ha KoJblo. JKeHIIMHA cena Ha 10N B [IEHTPEe Maruyeckoi (purypsl v oOpaTuiiach K Maruu
kosbia. CepeOpUCTBIi CBET HAIMOJHMII KOMHATY, CUMBOJIBI BCIIBIXHYJIM, M OHA MOYYBCTBOBANA, KaK
Marusi yHOCUT ee Mpoyb 13 Tesa. Eif He OblIo cTpaliHo, Be/ib TaM OHA JIOJKHA ObUIa YBUIETh €rO.
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Tak 0JIM3K0 M TaK JAJIEKO

Teitpan npoctuics ¢ Kupoit u nedansHo nocMotpen er Bened. OH crienan To, YTo JI0JIKEH, HO
COMHEHHMSI HUKOT/]a He OCTaBJISUTH ero. BosneOHHK XOoTesl OTHpaBUThCS B OAITHIO, HO CEpIIie 3BAJIO
€ro COBEpILIEHHO B JPYroe MecTo, U OH He YCTOSII.

Mepuca okazanach B jlarepe COMpOTUBIEHUSI B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJJa OH TOJIbKO MepeMeCTHIICS
Tyna. OH oka3zaiics mpsmo nepea Heil. Kazayock, 10CTaTOUHO TOJBKO MPOTSHYTh PYKY U IIPEpPBaTh
atot kommap. Cepatie Mepuch OelrieHO 3aKOJ0TUIIOCh.

— Teiipan! — ¢ HaIeK IOM MMO3BaJIA OHA, HO OH HE MOT YCIIBIIIIATH U MPOILES CKBO3b Hee, HalpaB-
JISISICh K IIATpYy.

AnenuHa xnana ero BMmecte ¢ Hoanb. leByika Toryac 0OepHYIach, YCIbIIIAB MIard. YBU/IEB
ero, OHa Ha CeKyH/Iy 3aMepJia, 3aTeM CIIOXBaTUjIach, mogoexana K TelpaHy U Kpenko oOHsia. Matb
C YJIBIOKOH HaOJo/1asia 3a 9TOU CIIEHO. AJIeTMHA ¢ HEOXOTOW BBITYCTUIIA JIIOOMMOTO U3 OOBSITHIA,
YTOOBI OH MOT' TTOTIPUBETCTBOBATH CBOIO MaTh. BeTpeua ¢ matepbio Obuia eire 0ojiee TporaTeIbHOM.
OH moiomes K Hell U 3aruiakajl, OJHOBPEMEHHO YbIOasich. A 3ateM moaxBatwii Hosmb 1 3aKpyxu,
a MOTOM aKKypaTHO OIMYCTHJI Ha 3eMIIIO.

— 41 BepHy Teb6s1! Chpimib, BepHy! M1 MHE Bce paBHO ¢ KeM Thl Oy/Ielllb, JIMIIb ObI THI KW U
ObLIT CYACT/IMB, — LIETIOTOM Ipou3Hecaa Mepuca U MOCTeNHO CMaxHya Ciesy.

CoBHO ycrblaB ee cyioBa, Telpan oOepHyIICs.

— Y10 CIIyunsiock, JIOOMMBIN? — 0OECIIOKOSHHO CIIpOCcHiIa AJIeIHA.

— Huuero... MHe mokazanoch, 4To KTO-TO TO3BaJl MeHsl, — OTBeTW OH. — [Ipoy Bac, npu-
CsiAbTE, MHE MHOTOE HYKHO BaM paccKasarh.

OH B ogpoOHOCTSIX MoBeas o cBoy Berpeun ¢ Ppeiicam, mpo DHOHaA U Ipyroi Mup. AnerHa
CITyIIIaJia 3TOT paccKas, Kak CKa3Ky, MacITad STUX COOBITHIA ObLT HETTIOCTHKUM JIJISI €€ TIOHUMAaHUSI.

3aKOHYMB [TOBECTBOBAHUE, BOJIIIEOHUK 3aMOJTIAJl HA TIAPY CEKYH/I, BUIHO OBLIO, YTO OH KOJIeO-
JIeTCs1, HO TIOTOM OH BCE K€ PelICs 3a7aTh CBOU BOMPOC:

— Marymika, s1 6oJbllle He CMOTY JKUTh B Jiecy. Moe Mecto B Oamne. S Obl XOTeJI, YTOObI ThI
MOCEIUIACh TAM CO MHOM.

JKeniyHa ¢ 1000BbIO MOCMOTpESIa Ha HErO U OTBETHJIA:

— Moii Mup 371€ch, TaM s Oyiy Tede 00y30it. S He Xody kuUTh B U30JsALMH OT Jofei. Ho s Oymy
CUACTJIMBA, €C/U Thl OyJelIb OUYeHb YacTO MEHs HaBellaTh.

— KoHeuHo, Mary1ika, — OTBETHJI OH, XOTSI ObUIO BUHO, YTO OH OrOPYMJICS, YCJIBIIIAB TAaKON
OTBET.

Tem crnoxxHee eMy ObLIO 3a/1aTh aHAJIOTUYHBIN Borpoc AjenuHe. Ho neByinka moHsiia ero 6e3
JIMIITHUX CJIOB.

— 51 6bI XOTeNa yBUIETh OAIITHIO XPAHUTEIIS U JaKe 3a/IePKAThCS TaM, €CJIM ThI ITPUTJIACHUIIIb, —
MPOU3HECTIa OHA.

— DT0 MoOe 3aBETHOE KeJlaHWe, — OTBETHII OH, Oeps ee 3a PyKYy.

Teiipan peruw ele HeHaA0JIro OCTaBUTh CBOET0 YYEHMKA U pUHIA DAyapa B jarepe. Mepuca
YCUJIMEM BOJIM YCTPEMUIIACH BIIEpe/l, YTOOBI ObICTpee HAlTH BUHOBHUKA OyyIed KaracTpodsl, Tak
KaK CHJIbl e UCTOIIAIUCh C KaXJOi MHHYTOH M OBUIO BCE CJIOXKHEE MOIJICPKUBATh 3aKJIMHAHUE.
CoObITHS POKPYUMBAIHCH NIEPE]] €€ B30POM B YCKOPEHHOM TeMIIe.

Bonme6nuk nepenec AznenvHy B OalllHIO U IIepBOe BpeMsi OHM ObLIM cyacTIuBbl BABoeM. Ho
TMOOOBb IO3BOJIHJIA €MY 3a0BIThCSI BCETO Ha HEJIEITIO, M JJAXKe B 9TO BpeMsi OH He ObLT IMOJTHOCTBIO CYaCT-
uB. MyX4MHA MOYTH KaXKIYI0 HOUb CITYCKAJICSl B JJAOOPATOPHIO, HATIOHSIT Yally ¢ BOIOW U BIJIS-
IbIBAJICS B ee ITyOMHY, BBI3bIBasI 00pa3sbl Jiiosiel u MecT. [1apy pa3 oH maxke BbI3Ban 00pa3 Mepuchl.
BooiiieOHu1IE TOKA3a10Ch, YTO OHA BUIUT COKAJIEHUE B €r0 IJ1a3ax.
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Telipan He MOT JOJTO CKPBIBAaThCs OT cBoero aoira. OH pacckasan AzenvHe, 4To eMy HeoO-
XOAMMO PelIuTh MpodaeMy C TUIeHHMKaMH. Ha BCAKMIA ciyvail OH Oorpaguil JeBYIIKY BOJIIEOHBIM
IIUTOM U 3aITPETUTT e TIIOKNOAaTh CBOU IIOKOU. Mar CITyCTUWJICA B KOMHATY, KOTOPYIO O6I)I‘IHO UCIIOJIb-
30BaJ1 11 TpeHUPOBOK. OH 3aer Bce (pakesbl U YCTaHOBIII 1Ba Kpecia. MyXurMHa B3MaxHyJ1 pyKoOi
U TIepeMecTiI K ce0e MepByIo KepTBy DHOHA. DTo OblIa KEHIMHA CPEJHUX JIET, ee KOXKa umesa
CTpPaHHBIN TOTyOOM OTTEHOK, Ha JIOO Oblla HAHECEHA TaTYMPOBKA MOXO0Xkas Ha BETKY KaKOro-TO pac-
TEHUSI C PACIyCTHBIIMMCS IIBETKOM Ha KOHIle. OHa sIBHO OblIa U3 Apyroro mupa. Teiipan mpukasan
en IMPOCHYTHCH. )KGHHII/IHa OTKpbLIA I1a3a U, YBUACB Mara, THCTUHKTHUBHO OTIIPAHYJIA, BXKAaBIIUChH B
Kpeco.

— e k10 Ta? — cnpocuiia OHa HAa HEMOHSTHOM SI3bIKE.

Telipan cocpeaOTOUYMIICS U TIOMBITAICS HATIPABUTh MAruio Yepe3 CBOE KeJIaHUe MOHSATH ee U 'y
HETO MOJTyYHUIIOCh.

—TI'ne a? Yrto npoucxoqut? — mpou3Heca KeHIIMHA, ¥ BOJILIEOHUK B 9TOT pa3 MOHST ee.

— 41 ocBoGoaM Bac U3 TUIeHA U 3a0JOKMPOBAJT YacTh BalllMX BocrioMuHaHui. [IpeObiBanue B
YepHO-0e10M MHUpe OBUIO CITUIITIKOM OOJIE3HEHHBIM OITBITOM 17151 Bac. Kak Bac 30ByT?

- )KGHGH, — OTBETWJIA OHA, HEMHOI'O YCITIOKOMBIIUCH.

— 9 me 3Halo, CKOJIbKO BPEMCHH Bbl HAXOAUJIMCH B IIJICHY. rtoro YK€ HE UCIIPAaBUTh, HO 4 MOT'Y
BEPHYTh BaC B POTHOI MUP WU IOMOYb OOYCTPOUTHCS 31€Ch.

— 51 xouy nomoii. [laxe eciiv TaMm MeHsI HUKTO yiKe He KIeT. S ToKHa BEpHYThCSI — 9TO MO
JOJIT TIepe/i KJIAaHOM.

— Xoporo.

OHn otkpbul s Hee noptain u JKaHest nmonpHsitack. OHa 1O KOHIA He IoBepsiia Teiipany,
MO3TOMY, JJa’ke BXOJsSl B TIOPTAJI, KEHIIMHA HE NMOBOPAYMBAJIACh K HEMY CIIMHOM U AepXkaja pyKd B
KaKOW-TO CTPaHHOM MO3MLIMK. BUIuMo, OHa ObUTa rOTOBA aTaKoBaTh B JIIOOYIO CEKYHIY.

BTOpBIM TJIEHHUKOM OKa3aJIcsl TOKE TOCTh M3 APYToro MUpa ¢ TEMHBIMH, OTJMBAIOIIMMH 30J10-
TOM, BOJIOCAMHU Y TEMHOU KOke. TelipaH MHCTUHKTUBHO [IOYYBCTBOBAJI yIPO3Y, UCXOISLIYIO OT HEro.
Mar nepeMecTui ero B pofHOM Mup U pa3Oyawi TaM. Kak u B ciydae ¢ KeHeelt, OH 3a0JI0KHpO-
BaJI €0 BOCIIOMHWHAHMA O IIBITKAX, KOTOPLIM €TI0 NMOoABEPTr DHOH. 9TOMy npumeibiy XpaHUuTeb HE
CTaJI HUYEro OOBSICHATh, & TOJIBKO MPOOYIMII €ro U cpasy cKkpbuics B optayie. C TpeTbiM IJICHHH-
KOM OKa3aJIoCh CJIOXkHee. DTO ObLT MOXUION MYXKUYMHA, 0OOJaYeHHbI B OETyl0 MAaHTHIO ¢ cepedpsi-
HBIM LIUTbeM. TelipaH puKa3ajl eMy IPOCHYThLCS, HO HUYETo He Mpou301Lio. Buaumo, HecyacTHbIN
OBbLIT OTHOM 13 TIEPBBIX KEPTB DHOHA U €r0 IMCUXUKHU ObLT HAHECEH HeTIONPABUMBIN YPOH. X paHUTEb
HE Hallle/l B BOCTIOMHUHAHMSIX CTaplia HUYero, Kpome OECKOHEYHOM IMBITKU. BoMeOHuK HUYero He
MOT' CJIeJ1aTh, OCTaBAJIOCh TOJIBKO MPEKPATUTh CTPaJIaHus HecuyacTHOro. TelpaH Mojomien K cTapiy
U TIOJIOKMJI PYKy eMy Ha 1uiedo. OT pyKu mara CTal HICXOAUTb 30JI0TUCTBIN CBET, OKYThIBAsI KEPTBY.
Korga 3akimMHaHue JOCTHITIO CBOEro MUKA, TeJO CTapuKa 3aCBETUJIOCh M3HYTPU M PaClasioch Ha
TBICAYHN CBETAILIINXCA OI'OHBKOB. 3aKOH‘-II/IB, Mar OITyCTWJI PYKY, U IIOPBIBUCTO B3JOXHYJI, B €I'0 I'Ia3ax
CTOSIII CJie3bl. Mepuce XOTeoch OMOYb, YTEIUTh €ro, HO 3TO ObLJIO He B ee BJIacTH. Bapyr oH moa-
HsUJI TOJIOBY M TIOCMOTpEJI IpsiMO Ha Hee. COMHEHMIA He ObLJIO — B 9TOM 30JI0TOM CBEYEHUH, YXOAIIEH
’KU3HU, OH CMOT YBHUJETh €€, HO BCEr0 Ha MTHOBEHHUE.

«T10 He MOXeT ObITh Mpapo! OHa jmIeHa cuil. MHe MoKa3aiock», — CTapajics yOequTh ceost
Mar.

OcraBajicst BCero ofiuH IIeHHUK, TeipaH ObLT U3BMOTaH, HO OH He MPHUBBIK OTCTYMaTh. YeTBep-
TBHIM OKa3aJiCsl MY)XYMHA JIET TPUIATH Ha BUI, ypoxkeHell 3Troro Mupa. CpeqHero pocra, ¢ KOpoT-
KHMMHU KeCTKMMHM BoJlocaMu. Ero nmpuuecka 3acimykuBaer oTIe/IbHOro yomuHanust. OHa HaroMuyHasa
MyK TOpYaIlieil BO BCE CTOPOHBI COJIOMBI, Ka3aJIOCh 3T BOJIOCHI HEBO3MOXHO HOPMAJIBHO YJIOXHUTh
Aaxe TpY MOMOIIM Maruu. YIJoBaToe JIMIO, JUTMHHBIA HOC, MPUAABAIN MYKYUHE CXOACTBO C XHIII-
HOU MITUIIECH.
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Bomme6Hrk npukaszai ieHHUKY TpocHYThCs. OH TOTYac BCKOYMJI HA HOTH M Orpaani ceds
BOJIILIEOHBIM IIATOM.

—I'ne a? He npuGnuxkaiitech! — ¢ yrpo3oi mpoKpuya ObIBIINN IJIEHHUK.

— 41 He mprumHIO BaM Bpena. Moe ums TelipaH, XpaHUTENb TPETETO Kpyra CHIbL. 1 0cBOOOIIIT
BAaC M3 JIOBYIIKH, KyJa BbI TOMAJHU, NBITASCh JOOBITh KAMEHb U3 AUaJeMbl ApeBHUX. OMyCcTUTE AT
U TPE/ICTaBbTECh.

My>x4rHa CeKyHy KoJieOaJiCsi, HO TIOTOM CHSUI 3aIlIUTHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE.

— 4 lecnan, yyeHUK XpaHuUTEs IepBOro kpyra ®@pyara. ITo OH 1OC/Ia]1 MEHs OTHICKATh KAMEHb
B KauecTBe (pMHAJIBHOro uctbiTanusi. Ho 51 mogBen ero, — ¢ ropeuslo Mpou3HeC BOTIIEOHHUK.

Bamisag [eciana crain oTCyTCTBYIONIMM, OTPEIICHHBIM.

— He crout atoro nenare, — npegocreper ero Teiipan. — Ceiiuac Tbl HE TOTOB K BOCTIOMUHAHUSIM.
310 g moctaBui Gapbep MaMsATH, YTOObl COXPAHUTb TBOW paccylok. S mpemiaraio Tebe 0TKa3aTbes
OT Maruu 1 MOCEIUThCS Tie-HUOYIb B CIIOKOMHOM MecTe, HauaTb KUTh 3aHOBO.

— Ckonpko Bpemenu nponuio? CKOJIBKO MeHsI He ObUIo B 3TOM Mupe? — cripocun [ecinas,
CJIOBHO HE pacciblllaB MpeabAyIuX cjioB TelpaH.

— ®pyar KuJ1 IpUMEPHO ABECTH JIET Ha3al.

— JIBectu niet, — Kak BO cHe nosTopui Jecnan.

B sToT MOMEHT Mepuca mouyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO € CTAHOBUTCS TSIKeNO AblaTh. CHITH ee ObLIH Ha
ucxozne. OHa rocrenHo oOpaTuiIa Markio ¥ BEpHYJIach B CBOE TeJsI0. JKeHIIMHA TOPBIBUCTO B3JJ0OXHYJIa
Y OTKpbLIa J1a3a. Y Hee ObUIO ONIyIEHUEe, CIOBHO OHAa OYHYJIACh TOC/e Tskesoro cHa. Eil xorenoch
TYT %€ BEPHYThCS B IPYTYIO PEATbHOCTD, HO JUIsI STOrO OBLIO HEOOXOIMMO BOCCTAaHOBHUTH CHITBL. OHa
JOILIa O KYyIIETKU, KOTopasi CTosla B YIUIy U cpa3y 3acHyJIa.

Mepuca npocHyach, YCbiiaB 3ByK ImaroB. Kro-to cryckaics mo JyiectHuie. BommeOHuia
BCTaJIa ¥ TPUMEHMIIA TIPOCTOE 3aKJIMHAHUE, YTOOBI TPUBECTH BHEIIHOCTD B MOpsiioK. OHa ycrena 31o
cliesiaTh 32 MTHOBEHHUE JIO TOro, Kak BoIesa AimMap.

— IIpoctu, uto 6e3 npenynpexaeHus. S He cMor HaiT PuUIKIIA, — BUHOBATO MPOU3HEC OH.

— Huuero. Yro-To ciyuninocs ¢ peiicom?

— OH BepHyJIcs K 03epy 1 00Hapy kU, uTo ero ornepenuiu. C Tex nop s He Buzen ero. Buanmo,
0OIyMBIBA€T CBOM CJIEAYIOIIHIA IIIar.

— BonHylomume HOBOCTH, — € capKa3MOM 3aMeTHJIa BOJIIEOHHUIIA. — 3a4eM Ha CaMoM Jielie Thl
npunien?

— Kak xpanutenb nepBoro Kpyra s ciexy 3a Mari4eckor akTUBHOCTbIO. Marusi, KOTOpyIo Thl
MIPUMEHWIa HEAABHO. . . 1 TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IPOKUT MaTepusl. B Kakoil-ToO MOMEHT peasibHOCTb Uy Th
HE pa30pBajach.

— «Bupumo, Torma Tefipan yBunen meHsi. Hamo ObiTh ocTOpoXHee», — omymaina Mepuca, a
BCIIyX Mpou3Hecna. — § uckaia mecrononoxkenue kamiend. OIMH U3 HUX 51 HUKAaK HE MOT'Y YBUJIETb.
Bunumo, oH HaxoAuTCs B IPyroM MUpeE, IJie Maruy He CyHIeCTBYeT WJIM OHA padoTaeT Mo JAPYruM
3aKOHAM.

AJMap HaCTOpOkEHHO MOCMOTPEJT Ha Hee, CIOBHO B3BEILIMBAsl IPABJUBOCTD €€ CJIOB.

— MHue Hagoen 3toT gonpoc. Bo3Bpaiaiicsi K CBOMM OOSI3aHHOCTSIM, — BJIACTHO TPOU3HECA
OHA W Harpajuia cooeceJHUKA XOIOAHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— IIpoctH, — ucnyraHHO MPOW3HEC Mar U UcYes.

Mepuce oueHb He IOHpaBWJICS 3TOT BU3UT. OHA orpajauia CBOK OAIIHIO CUTHAJIBHBIM 3aKJIU-
HaHUEM, KOTOpOe TOJKHO ObLIO BEPHYTh €€ M3 aCTPAJIbHOTO MYTEHIECTBUS, €CIIU KTO-TO MpPUAET K
Heil. Henb3s, 4ToOBI AnTMap 3actai ee BpacIuiox.

Bomme6Hu1ia nepekycuiia U CHOBa Mporn3Heca 3akarHanre. OHa orsTh OKa3aaach B KOMHATE
¢ Hecnanom u TeitpaHom.

— Most cectpa, MaTh, yUUTEIb. .. UX OOJIBIIE HET, — JPOKAIIMM TOI0COM IpousHec [leciaH.

— 51 Mory co3nath 151 TeOs1 HOBYIO KHU3Hb, OCBOOOIUThH OT Marku, — Mpeioxui TelpaH.
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— Her, g He xouy, — OTBETWJ My)XX4YMHa, HE MIOJHUMAas [JIa3 HA XpaHuTess. — Bee, uto y MeHs
OCTaJIOCh 3TO Marusl. 1 He MOTy OTKa3arbCs OT Hee. MHe He HyKHa CIIOKOWHas )U3Hb B IIynu. Jlaiite
MHE 11eJ1b, ¥ 51 CHOBA CMOT'Y KWTb U JbIILIATb.

Telipan 3aymascs, OH He 3HaJl, Kak JIy4llle TIOCTYIUTh. BoJbliie Bcero XpaHuTess cMyIajo,
YTO OH HE MOT OIPE/ICUTD JIKET ero COOECeJHUK MM TOBOPUT UCKPEHHE.

— «Ha sToT BOonpoc oTBETUT BpeMsi», — pelni TelipaH 1 BeyX rnpousHec. — Thl JOTKEH 3aciy-
KUTh MO€ JIOBepHe, TOra 51 CMOTY J1aTh TeOe LieJib, O KOTOPOW ThI MPOCHIITb. S Tocemo Tedst B 3TOi
OarrHe 1 Oyy MpUCMaTpUBaTh 3a TOOOM.

Telipan pa3MecTHII TOCTSI Ha BEPXHEM 3Take HEMoJaJieKy OT CBOMX MOKoeB. Takum obpas3om,
OH J100ABMJI B CBOM CIIMCOK ellie OHY MpodieMy. XpaHUTe b B3BAIMI Ha CBOM I1JIEYM HEMIOCUJIbHYIO
HOIITy, C KOTOpO# OH OBbUI HE B CHJIaX CIIPABUTHCS OMUH. DTO MPUBOIWIO K TOMY, YTO OOJBITMHCTBO
€ro HaYMHAHUI OCTaBAJIMCh HE3aBEPIIEHHBIMMU.

Be3 BommeOHoi KOpoHbI ipaBuTesb KinapeHe crai Tepsath BaacTb. CHavasia OH MbITaJICS YCMU-
PUTb HEJOBOJIbHBIX CUJION OPYKHS, HO IIOTOM 3HATh BOCCTas1a pOTHUB Hero. [lonoxeHne yXyanmioch,
KOTJJa CTaJIO M3BECTHO O MpoMnaxe MpuHIA Dayapaa. YToObl Kak-TO UCTIPaBUTh MOOXeHue, Teipany
MPULIUIOCH BEPHYTh IPUHLIA OTILY.

Xpanutenb mpusBai B OamHio Knaiiga u Havan ero yCusieHHO TpeHHpoBaTh. MyK4nMHA MOT
IOHSMU He TIOSIBJISIThCS B OalliHe, perast mpoOieMbl Marn4ecKoro Xxapakrepa Wiv 3aHUMAasiCh C yue-
HUKOM. AJIeIMHA YyBCTBOBaJa ce0sl MOKUHYTOM. . .

JleBy1iKa cujiena y OKHa U HallpsKEHHO BCMaTpUBaJlach BAAJIb.

«Heyxenu Bce 311 ena BaxkHee MeHs1? — pa3ipaXeHHO MoAyMalla OHa U HaxMypuiiach. — Kak
OH He MOHMMAET, YTO TOT MHUP OTIMYHO MPOXUi Obl U Oe3 Hero. M 4To OH HyKeH MHE 37eCh U
ceryac!»

— oGpoe yTpo, — MPOM3HEC BKPATUUBBINA MYKCKOU TOJIOC.

AnenvHa B3aporHyaa u odepHynack. [lepen Heit crosn [ecnan.

— DTO CNIOPHBII BOIPOC, — OTBETHJIA OHA, CHOBA MEPEBO/IS B3IVISA]] HA MEHM3aK 32 OKHOM.

— BepositHo, Mactep Tefipan pacckaspiBasl 000 MHE, HO HaM ellle He BbIMaaia BO3MOXHOCTH
MIOTOBOPUTH, — IPOU3HEC OH, CaZSICh B KPECIIO OKOJIO HEe.

My>X4MHa TOJIOKIJI HOTY Ha HOTY M CTaJ MPHUCTAIbHO CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO COOECEHUILY. DTO
BBIHY/IMJIO €€ TIEPEBECTU Ha HErO B3IVIAA.

— 3auem BbI NpUIUIA? — CIIpocuia AJieIMHa ¢ HOTKaMM pa3JpakeHusl B rojioce.

— 51 obs13an TeiipaHy KU3HBIO ¥ MHE OBl XOTEJIOCh BEPHYTh ITOT JOJIT, C/ENATh €ro cYacTiu-
BBIM, — C YJIBIOKOW MIPOM3HEC MYKUMHA.

Ho ynpiOka He crenana ero Jdio mMsirde, B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YeM-TO HAIIOMHUJI IEBYIIIKE XUIII-
HYIO IITUILY.

— U kak BBl XOTHUTE 3TO cliesiaTh? — HACTOPOKEHHO CITPOCHJIA JEBYIIIKA.

— 9710 OYeHb MpocTo. Hy’KHO HAIIOMHUTHL €My, KOTO OH TO-HacTosimeMy Joout. Ecth 3embe,
YCUJIMBAIOIIEEe YyBCTBO JIIOOBH, — C STUMH CIIOBAMH OH JOCTaJI MAJICHbKUI (PJIAKOH C KPACHOM KU
KOCTBIO BHYTpH. — JJOCTAaTOYHO OJHOM KaIlJli Ha CTaKaH HallMTKa, OIMH pa3 B HEJIEJIO U YyBCTBO pa3-
TOpUTCS C HOBOW CUJION.

— A 3T0 He omacHO? — CIpOCUIIa JIEBYIIKA, HO BUAHO OBUIO, YTO 3TOT BOMPOC ObLI MPOCTON
(bopmasIbHOCTBIO C €€ CTOPOHBI.

— Koneuno, Her! Ecii xoTuTe, s1 caM ero BHIITBIO TIPU Bac, — oTBeTU JeciaH, Oepst cTakaH co
CTOJIMKA.

— Her, He cTouT, 51 Bepio BaM, — IIOCIIEIIHO ITPOU3HECA JEBYIIKA U B35J1a (PJIAKOH.

— W nomHuTE, BB MOXETE JI0OBEPATH MHE BO BCEM. 1 JKeJaio BaM TOJIBKO CYACTbsI, — IPOM3HEC
JlecnaH u nocnemmsn yuTu.

Mepuca uMIyIbCUBHO Ckajla PyKy B KyJak, oHa Bujena JlecnaHa HaCKBO3b. DTOT 4YEIOBEK
BEPHO OIpeIeNvII TNIaBHyIo cnabocTh TelfipaHa 1 Hauall CBOIO UTPY.
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XpaHWTeTb BEPHYJICS STUM BEYE€pPOM B OAllTHIO, HO Cpa3y YeAWHWICS B JaOOpaTOpur. AJerHa
3aBapuiia TPaBsSHOM HACTOM M JOOABHJIA B HETO 3€JIbe U3 CTEKJIIHHOrO (hyiakoHa. OHa OuYeHb HEpPBHU-
yana. Eif ka3ajock, 4TO B 9TOH yalllke HAaXOAUTCS ee eAMHCTBEHHBIH MIaHC Ha cvyacThe. OHa Oosblie
BCEro XOTeJia YBECTH JIIOOMMOro M3 3TOHM OallHH, YTOOBI OHM MOCEIMIIMCh B HEOOJBIION AepeBHE
BIaM OT cyeTbl. OH Obl Jieuns1 OOJNBHBIX, a OHA BeJla JOMalllHee XO35AHCTBO. JleByIka 4acTo BCro-
MUHaJa UX XKU3Hb B JIarepe conpoTuBieHus. Toraa Bce ObUIO MOHsATHEE U Mpolie. AJeHa BOILIa
0e3 cTyka.

TeiipaH BcMaTpUBaJICsl B OTPAKEHUE, MO Ty CTOPOHY BOIHOM IVIAJAM OHA YBUZEA KPAaCUBYIO
JKEHIIMHY C XOJIOOHBIMHU CBETJIO-TOMYOBIMH IJ1a3aMH.

— Kt0 oHa? — cripocuna AnenuHa, noaxomsl.

Bome6HrK OBICTPO MpOBEN PyKO# HaJl Yallieid ¥ BUAEHUEe UCUes3Jo.

— Mepuca, ObIBIIast XpaHUTEIBHHIIA BTOPOTO Kpyra, — yecTHO oTBeTr Teiipan. — S pacckasbl-
Bas TeOe 0 Hell. S i cuitbl ee U AJiMapa, U Ternephb BpeMs OT BpEMEHH MTPUCMATPHUBAIO 32 HUMH.

AJlenuHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA YKOJI PEBHOCTH, HO TOCTapaiach 3TO CKPHITh M YJIBIOHY/IACH JIIOOU-
MOMY.

— Tsl Tak u3moTaenb ceds1. HykHO MHOTIA OTABIXaTh, — MSITKO ITPOTOBOPHJIA OHA.

— Ceituac 51 He 4yBCTBYIO ycTasiocTd. C Tex Mop Kak 1 3aBjaJesl BCEeMU KpUCTaIaMU, Y MEHS
HET MOTPEOHOCTH B OT/BIXE.

— 41 ckyvato o TeOe. PaHbIlie ThI paccka3biBal MHE BCe, MHE He XBaTaeT HAIllMX BeuepoB. S
©0I0Ch, UTO 3TH KPUCTAJUIBI OTHUMYT y T€Osi HE TOJIBKO CIIOCOOHOCTH CMaTh, HO U 1yBCTBOBATb.

Telipan BHUMaTeIbHEe MOCMOTpENT Ha Hee. B 4yeM-To oHa Obljia mpaBa, Bce ero SMOIMHU CJIOBHO
MPUTYNUINCD. [laxe ceiluac B €e IPUCYTCTBUM OH HE UCTIBITHIBAJ HY BOJTHEHUS, HU PaIOCTH.

— 4 npunecna Tebe TpaBSHON HACTOM, — MIPOM3HECIA OHA, TIPEKIE YeM OH YCIel OTBETHUTh. —
JlaBaii mpocTo MocUAMM BMecTe, MoroBopuM. [1ormpoOyii, STOT HAMUTOK U3 OCOOBIX TPaB.

He xenas ee oOuzets, OH cziesiall IJIOTOK. B Ty ke ceKyHy ero Kojblo eJie 3aMETHO 3aCBETHU-
nock. Telipan pacckazan AJjenuHe, Te MoObIBaJ U YTO BUAEIN, 32 Oecelof Mar MOJTHOCTHIO BBIIAT
oTBap. BHe3armHo OH ONIyTWJI, YTO ero cepiile 3adbuaochk cuibHee. MyK4YrHA MOONIeT K AJenHe
U CTPaCTHO IoLesIoBas ee. Mepuca MocrenHo oTBepHyJIack. Bo akoHe IeicTBUTENBHO OKa3asIcs
JOOOBHBIM HAITUTOK.

Bomme6nuna nepemectuiack k lecnany. OH cuen B CBOel KOMHATE 1, 3a4apOBaB KApMaHHOE
3epKaJio, HaOmoaau 3a ICHCTBUEM CBOETO 3eiibsi. MyXKUMHa YABIOHYJICS U OTJIOXKMI 3epKatio. [lepen
HUM JieXkajia pacKpbITasi KHUra 3akJIMHaHuN. Mepuca cpa3zy y3Haua 3Ty popmyity. C TOMOIIIBIO STOTO
KOJIIOBCTBA MOKHO OBUIO 3aIJISTHYTh B MPOIILIOE YeJIOBEKa, HO IJIsI STOrO HyXHa ObUla MpsiIb €ro
BoJioc. JleciaH BbIKIJI M CHOBA ITPOBEPHIT uepe3 3epKaiio, ycHy ju Teipan. [To6ounbsM ahdperTom
MOOOBHOTO 3€JIbsl KaK pa3 sBJsuICcs ryOokuid coH. [lomoiias K crajgbHe AJICTUHBI, Mar MPUMEHUT
JIeTK¥e Yaphbl CHA, HAIIPAaBMB MX Ha JEBYIIKY. 3aTeM OH BOIIEJ U OCTOPOKHO MPUOMM3HICS K BIIIOO-
neHHbIM. Telipan Bo cHe OOHUMAJ JIEBYIIIKY, 4 OHA CIIaJia, MOJI0XKUB TOJIOBY €MY Ha TpY/b.

JecnaH 3aTtani1 AbIXaHUE, HAKJIOHWIICS M aKKYpaTHO oTpe3all mpsiap Bojoc y TelipaHa. 3ateMm,
OH OecIIyMHO MOKMHYJI KOMHATY Y ocnentni K cebe. Meprca onsiTh MOUyBCTBOBaJIa HEJJOMOTaHHe,
HO YCHJIMEM BOJIM 3acTaBuIIa ceOsi octarhes. [lecman momydyus MocieIHIiA HHrpeaneHT i yap. OH
HAuepTWJI 3HAKU U TIOCTABUJI HAIIOJITHEHHYIO BOJOM vallly B lieHTpe urypsl. [Ipsaap Bosoc oH cker, a
TIeTIeNT BBICHINA B BOLY. 3aTeM BOJIIIEOHUK MOCTIa MAarmueckKuid IMITYJIbC M 3aKJIMHAHUE CpadboTao.
UYepes Bomy oH, a BMecTe ¢ HUM U Mepuca, yBujen npouuioe Tefipana. Ho Ha aTOM MykunHa He
OCTAQHOBWJICSI, OH TIOIIEJ JJaibllie. 3a4eM-TO OH CTaJl BbI3bIBaTh 0Opa3bl npeakoB Teiipana. decnan
OCTAHOBUJICS TOJILKO TIOCJIE TOrO, Kak joien a0 ['pupa, nepporo xpanuresns. OT pagocTy Mar aaxe
XJIOIHYJI B JIQJIOMIN.

B atoT MoMeHT Mepuca noHsiia, 4To OOJIbIIe He MOKET COMPOTHUBIIATHCS M BEPHYJIACh B CBOIO
peanbHOCTh. B 3TOT pa3 BpemeHu Ha BOCCTaHOBJIEHHE TOTpedoBaioch Oodbiie. Kaxnas MuHyTa Ka3a-
Jach el BeyHoCThio. OHA OTYasHHO XOTesa y3HaTh, YTO MPOM3OIILIO, U HEMHOTro Oosiiack. Bosnbiie
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BCEro oHa 0osiIach TOro, YTO He CMOXeT Bce ucrpaBuTh. Eciu cBoeit nenbio ecnan uzbpain ['pupa,
TO OYEBUHO, YTO HE BCE IMOIUIO 10 NIEPBOHAYAIbHOMY IL1aHy. Beap camoro [leciana B HOBOM MUpe
He ObLIO.

Bo Bpemsi BBIHYXJIEHHOTO OXHIaHusl, Mepuca rmpocMarprBajia OAHY BOJIIEOHYI0O KHUTY 3a
APYroy U BAPYT HATKHYJIACh HA (DOPMYITY APEBHETO MPOKJIATHSI. OHO MOIJIO MTPEBPATUTH CBOIO KEPTBY
B BEUHOT'0 Mpu3paka. Mepuca Havasaa n3yv4aTb CUMBOJIBL.

— Ecm 3aMeHUTDb 3TOT CMMBOJT CJ1a0OCTH HA 3HAK CUJIbI, IPOKJISITBIN TIPU3PAK CMOXKET COXpa-
HUTh MarmuecKue CrioCOOHOCTH. DTO ObLIO ObI UIeaTbHOE PellieHre, YTOObI MOE MPUCYTCTBUE B TIPO-
IIJIOM OCTaJIOCh HE3aMEUEHHBIM, — BCIIYX pPaccyk/iajia OHA, IEPEPUCOBbIBAS CUMBOJIbI HA YUUCTBIH JIUCT
OyMary ¥ BHOCSI KOPPEKTUPOBKH.

Ata paborta nomorna e otBieubcs. Ho Kak TOJBbKO KEeHIMHA TIOYYBCTBOBaIA B cebe JocTa-
TOYHO CHJI, OHA CHOBA OTIPABIJIACH B ACTPAJIbHOE Iy TeIlIeCTBUE.

3a nocieanue aHU JlecmaH HECKOJBKO pa3 BbI3bIBaJ 00pa3 I'pupa, HO MEpBHIA XpaHWUTENb
CJIOBHO UyBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3a HUM cJeAsAT. [lecnan NoHsI, YTO 3TO M €CTh CO3JaTeslb KPUCTAILIIOB, HO
['pup mocTaBmI1 KaKoK-TO OJIOK HE MO3BOJISIONINIA MPOCIIEANUTD 3a €ro KU3HBI0 M TeM OoJiee YBUIETh
camu kamHM. Torga [lecian mocTynui ymMHee U COCpeJOTOUIICS Ha mofsax omu3kux K ['pupy. Kak u
B ciyvae ¢ TelipaHoM, OH pelu JercTBOBAaTh Yepe3 ceplle.

B 310 Bpems1, yOenuBIICh B UyOIEHCTBEHHOM CUIle Karesib, AJIeMHa cTajla CIOJIb30BaTh UX
BCE yallle. 32 KOPOTKUI CPOK 3TO 3eJibe caesayo TelipaHa MpakTuyecku oAepkuMbIM. Kpucrasuisl
HE MOIJIM 3allIUTUTh MYXUYHMHY, TaK KaK 3€J1be He CO3/1aBAJI0O HUYEro HOBOT'O OHO TOJIBKO Pa3kKUTaIIO,
reHepUpOBAJIO YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH MCIIBITHIBAI paHee. B mpucyTcTBumM AneiauHbl OH 3a0bIBasl 000
BCEM U BBITIOJIHSJT KaX/IbIA €€ Karnpus. Yike uyepe3 HeAeo OH YCTYIWJI €1 U Nepecesnics BMeCTe ¢
JIeBYIIIKOW B IEPEBHIO, OCTaBHB OarHio Ha norieueHnn [lecnana u Kiaiina.

CrpaHHO, HO AJleJIMHA CJIOBHO HE MOHMMAaJa, YTO OHA clesiaja ¢ MoOuMbIM YesioBekoM. OHa
pajoBaiach epeMeHaMm, He TIOHUMas, uTo (pakThuyecku ciaomana TeiipaHa, nepeaenana mnoj ceos.

OpHax el OHA yluia U norpocunia TelipaHa MpuOUTD MOJIKY [UIsl CTIEIUH, TIOKa ee He OyfeT.
[Tpu 9TOM NOJIB30BATHCS MAard OHAa €My KaTeropuuyecky 3arnpeTuia. BommeOHrK 10CTaTouHO OBICTPO
CIIPABUIICS C 3a/laueid, MpaB/a, napy pa3 O0JbHO yIapHJI MO MajbIly MOJOTKOM. 3aTeM OH Cell 3a CTOJ
U ITyCTBHIM B3IJISIZIOM YCTaBUJICS HA IBEPh, €MY JIa)Ke He TIPUIILIO B TOJIOBY BBUICUUTS MaJIell, KOTOPHIH
MOKPAcHeN U Haval omyxarb. Koiblo Ha ero pyke 3aCBETUJIOCh M CaMO MCLEIWIIO €ro paHy. Barisn
TelipaHa Ha CEKYH/AY CTaJl OCMBICJIEHHBIM, OH CKENITHYECKU OocMoTpescs 1o ctopoHaM. Ho B 3toT
MOMEHT BOIILIa AJIeNTMHA, U YJIHIOKa CHOBA MOSIBIJIACH HA €T0 JIMILIE, HO U3 B3MIAJA yIIUIa KU3Hb.

Mepuce ObUIO HEBHLIHOCHMO BHUETh €r0 TaKuM. V1 0IHOBpeMeHHO eii ObUIO CTHIHO 32 TO, YTO
KOTJJa-TO OHa XOTeJIa TaKKe TOJUMHHUTH €r0 CBOUM KEJIAHUSIM.

Jecnan BDKMAAN, HAOMOAAsT Yepe3 3epKasio 3a TelpaHOM U OTHAX Il TIOHSLT, YTO BpeMsl Mpu-
110. MyKuuHa nepemMecTusIcs K JOMy «BIIOOJIeHHbIX». OH 0K JaJics, Korja AelvHa BbIAAET Ha
YJIUITy U CXBAaTWJI ee. Mar ychIuiI JeBYIIKY, TPUHSLT ee OOIMK U BOIIEI B IOM.

— Jloporoii, 51 BepHy/ach, — paloCTHO KPUKHYJ [lecaH, mpuTBOpssACh AEIUHOM.

— 41 Tak xnman Tebds, modrmasi, — ¢ yIblOKo# mpousnec TelipaH u MpuOIU3UIICS, Kenast OOHSATh
ee.

— Ham HyXHO IOroBOpHTS, CsAMIb, MOKAJYICTa, — CypOBO IporoBopu JecnaH.

TelipaH MoCIyLIHO cel.

— {1 yacTo BcmomMuHalo, Kak Mbl ObLJTM CYACTIIMBHI B JIar€pe CONMPOTHUBIICHUS. S Hafesach MoBTo-
PUTH 3TO BpeMsl, HO JIake 3[eCh, HaeluHEe C TOOOM, s1 YyBCTBYIO, UTO Thl OTCTPAHSCHIbCS OT MEHS.
TBo# foiT, TBOSI Marus, Bcerga OyayT CTOATh MEXIY HaMH, — MPOM3HEC MPUTBOPIIUK, 3aKpbIBast
JIMIIO PyKaMH, CIIOBHO, B TIPHUCTYTIE OTYASHHUS.

— Jliobumasi, He roBopr Tak! $1 OT Bcero roToB OTKazaTbesl paau TeOsi, — OH TMOAOUIENT K JIKE
AzenuHe, BCTal Ha OAHO KOJIEHO M JPO’KalMM T0JI0cOM Ipou3Hec. — [Ipoiny, mocMoTpu Ha MeHs.
ToJBKO IPUKaXHU U 5 BCE UCTIONHIO.
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JlecnaH OTHSIT pyKH OT JIMLIA U TIOMBITAICS U300Pa3UTh HEKHYIO YIIBIOKY.

— Tloiimu, s xouy momous Tebe, moMoub HaM. Sl monro gymana o0 3TOM... OTAAl MHE Kpu-
cTaJUtbl. 51 He BOJIIEOHMIIA ¥ HE CMOTY MMH TOJIb30BAThCS, TAK Thl OCBOOOUIIILCS OT HEBHIHOCUMOTO
OpemeHu.

TelipaH XOTeJ COIIACUTHLCS, HO BMECTO 9TOTO Mar BCTAJ U CeJl HAIPOTUB JIOOUMOM.

— Her, — ¢ HeBeposATHBIM TPYIOM MPOU3HEC OH.

Jlecnan HaXMypwIICsl, OH HE OXHUJAN, YTO XpaHUTEN b OyJeT elle crocoOeH COMPOTUBIISITHCS.
Ho Ha 310T Ccitydait y Hero ObUT 3amacHOM TUIaH.

— 4 tak u 3Hana! Thl He MoOUITL MeHs. TBos cuia Jyist TeOs1 BakHee, — 3arajbuiBO ITPOU3HEC
NPUTBOPIIMK U C/IENIaJl BUJI, YTO XOUET YUTH.

TelipaH BCKOUMI ¥ B OTYasTHHOM TIOPBIBE CXBATHJI JIIOOMMYIO 32 PYKY. B TOT MOMEHT KOJIBLIO
Ha ero majblie 3aCBETUIIOCh, HO OH TOAABUII 3Ty CIIOHTAHHYIO Maruio.

— He yxoqu! Tel Bce 1151 MeHs1! — B OTYasIHUM ITPOU3HEC OH.

— Eciu 310 Tak, oTAai MHe KpUCTaJUIbl, — IOBTOPUJI MPOckOy JleciaH.

Telipan HaXMypuJICs, B STOT MOMEHT Jlec/iaH OKOHYATeIbHO TIOHSUI, YTO BCEX KaMHEH eMy He
TIOJTYYUTh.

— 41 6b11a He TTpaBa, — MPOU3HEC OH HEOOBIYHO MATKO. — S He xouy uimuThb Te0s cuibl. [epenait
MHE TOJIOBHHY CBOMX KPUCTAJUIOB, BMECTE MBI CMOXEM CIIPABUTHLCS C STUM. 1 HUKOrIa He MOKUHY
TeOs1.

Telipan coMHeBaJICSI, B HEM MIPOMCXOAMIA OTUasTHHAs 60phOa.

— INoxaunyiicta, s Tak JIIOOMO TeOs1! — mpor3Heca ke AjienHa.

ITH CJI0BA CJIOMUJIA CONPOTUBIICHNE XPAHUTEJSI, U OH MPU3BAJI YEThIPE KPHUCTAILIA.

— Xopol1110, — MPOU3HEC OH HE CBOMM T0JI0COM. — §1 oT/1at0 Tede 3TH YeThipe KpucTauia. Brnanei
MMM TIO TIPaBy.

B a1y xe cexynay [lecnan onyTiin HeBEpOSTHBIN MPUIIMB CUITBI, HO XUTPEIl He XOTeJI OCTaHaB-
JIMBAThCSl HA IOCTUTHYTOM, €My HyXHa Obl1a BCSI MOIIIb, BCS B1acTh. OH cOPOCHII C cedst MILTIO3UIO
u, He naB TeiipaHy OMOMHHTBCS, Hanan Ha Hero. OH OIyTajl XpaHWUTENsl CUJIOBBIM TOJIEM CJIOBHO
KOKOHOM.

— Otnail MHe ocTajibHble KpUCTA/UTBL. M He mbITaiicss IPUMEHUTh Maruio, 3TOT 0apbep OTPa3uT
Mo00e KOJIOBCTBO, M ThI TOJILKO CaM MOPAHMIIIBCSI, — C HAUTPAaHHBIM COUYBCTBHEM Mpou3Hec [lecnaH.

— Thl HE MONYYHUIIIL HAYETO OT MEHsI, U TBOS JIOBYIIIKA MEHs HE YICPKHT, — C HEHABHCTBIO
npokpuyai TeiipaH.

B 3TOT MHT OH CHOBa CTa1 caMUM COOO0M, OH cOOpaJT BCIO CHUTY, KOTOpasi OblIa eMy TOBJIACTHA
Y HampaBWI MOTOK Mariy B BEPIIMHY KyIoJa, TaM OOBIYHO OBUIO caMoe YSI3BUMOE MECTO MO00-
HBIX 3aKJISITUH, ¥ JIOBYIIIKA APOTHYJIA, a MOTOM pacchinanack. [Tycts cuitbl Telipana u lecnana Obuiu
PaBHBI, HO Y TPETHETO XPAHUTEISI ObLIIO OOJBIIIE OMBITA ¥ 3HAHUM, YTOOBI yIIPaBJIATh MU JleciaH xe
TOJIBKO OOpEJI 3Ty Marvio ¥ YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s He COBceM yBepeHHO. [Ipenatenis HeBOJIBHO ciesial miar
Hazaj, MOHsIB, YTO eMy He MOOEINTh, HO 3aTeM K HEMY MPHUIIUIA CIIACUTEIIbHAS MBICITh.

— Jla, mpu3Halo, Thl CUIIbHEE MEHsI, HO He BCE PEeIlIaeT YhcTasi cuia. AJIeTMHA HAXOOUTCS Y MEHs
B IUIeHy. Ecim ThI He OoTHaib MHE OCTaBIIMECsS KaMHH, 51 yObio ee. MHe CTOMT TOJBbKO MOXKeNaTh, 1
CMepTesIbHas JIOBYIIIKA cpaboTaeT, —C XMIHOU YJIBIOKO TpousHec [leciaH.

XpaHuTtenb 3aMep, BHYTPU HErO MPOUCXOAWJIA MyduTebHas OopbOa. EMy HyXHO ObUIO
BBIOpATh MEK/1y KU3HBIO JTIOOMMOM M O1aroM Bcero Mupa. PaHblie OTBET Ha TOT BOMPOC ObUT ObI
IJIs1 HETO OYEBHJEH, HO JTIOOOBHOE 3e1be ObLIO CJMIITKOM CHIIBHO.

— OTtnail MHe KpUCTaJLIbl, THaYe OHAa YMPET, — C HAKUMOM MOBTOpuJI [leciaH.

TelipaH MOCMOTpeJT Ha CBOETO MPOTUBHUKA, TI0 IIeKaM MYXYMHBI TEKJIU CJIE3bI 9TO ObLIT HEBO3-
MOXHBIH BBIOOD JIJI51 HETO.

— Her, s He Mory otnath Tebe KaMHH, — CIaOBIM TFOJIOCOM MPOU3HEC X PAHUTETh.
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[NoBucno momuanue. [penarens He OKUAAN, YTO YYBCTBO JOJITA OKAKETCS B 3TOM UEJIOBEKe
CUJIbHEEe BCEro, HY)KHO ObUIO IPUIyMATh JIPYTYIO TAKTHKY.

— Xopot110, TOr/a Mojgapyu MHe Apyroi Mup. 51 oTmyIiy TBOIO BO3IIOOIEHHYIO, 32 3TO ThI [TO3BO-
JIMIIb MHE YUTU B IPYTON MUP Y HE CTaHeIllb MeHs MpeciieoBarh. MHe HykHa aOCOIOTHAS BIIACTb,
a 371ech Thl Bcera Oyelb CTOATh Y MEHs Ha MyTH.

— Y10 THI XOUEIIb C/ILNIATh C TEM MUPOM?

— 4 cozpam upeanpHyI0 BCeleHHYIO O6e3 0onM W cTpagaHuil. Hamn Mup CIMIIIKOM HMCKakeH,
CJIMIIIKOM MopoyveH. Ero Hesb3s1 HCpaBUTh, TOJIBKO MepenucaTh, a IS TOro HyXkHa chiia. — ¢ (paHa-
THUYHOH yOeKIEeHHOCTbIO OTBEeTHI [lecnaH.

— Xopot1o, s oTIyIry TeOs B Ipyroil Mup, — rityxo npousHec TelipaH, Bce B HEM MPOTECTOBAIIO
MIPOTUB TAKOTO COMJIAIIEHUS, OH C YKacOM JyMaJl, YTO CIyYUTCSl C TEM MHUPOM, KOTOPBI BHIOEpET
Hecnan.

— MHe HeIocTaTOYHO TBOETO CJIOBA, Mar. Jlail Marn4eckyio KJIsTBY, UTO He Oy/Ielb MeHs Ipe-
CJIeZIOBATh U MelIaTh MOUM IUIaHaM, — HACTauBaJ Mpe/iaTeb.

— Xoporio.

Maru nopouum Ipyr K gpyry u JleciaH npoTsHys pyKy TpeTbeMy XpaHuTeso. TelipaH B3sil
3a PyKy CBOEro Bpara M HauaJl IPOU3HOCUTh (hopMyily puTyasa KiaTBbl. Ho B aToT MOoMeHT [lecnan
AOCTal KHHKAJI U3-32a T0siCa M yIapyJl CBOETO MIPOTHBHUKA B CEPALIE.

Mepuca 3akpuuana, oHa nogoexaina K JleciaHy meiTasich OTTOIKHYTh €r0, HO €€ pyKa Ipomuia
CKBO3b T€JIO MYXKUYHMHBI. B 3TOM MHpe OHa OblIa TOJIBKO MPU3PAKOM.

Bpar npumenwt yapsl, 4ToObI HE TO3BOUTH TelipaHy ucrenuTh ceOs. YOuiilia co Bcei CHIIOi
TOJIKHYJI CBOETO COIIEPHUKA U KOTZIA TOT yIaJjl, PUKAJ €ro K MoJy. X paHUTEJb MOIBITAICA OTUIBBIP-
HYTb Bpara 3aKJIMHaHueM, HO JleciaH ¢ JIerkOCThio OJIOKMPOBAJ 3TY MOIBITKY.

TelipaH MOHsLJI, YTO MPOUTPAJL, UTO ITO KOHell. Toraa, coOpaB MmocieiHNe CUTbl, OH MPOU3HEC:

— Mowu KpucTaibl HUKOTIa He JOCTaHyTCs Tebe. 3aKJIMHAI0 CBOEH )KU3HBIO U CBOEH CMEPTHIO,
YTO KPUCTAJUIBI U3 JUAJEMbI APEBHUX HUKOI'Aa HE IMTPU3HAIOT Te6}1 CBOHMM I'OCIIOAUHOM.

B 310 )¢ MraoBenue Bokpyr Teiipana MosiBUIOCH BOJIIIEOHOE CBEYEHHE, B BO3yXE MOSIBUJIHCH
elle JBa KPUCTaJljia, KOTOpble eMy MpuHayiekaa. KaMHM BCIIBIXHY/IM HA MTHOBEHHE M 3aTeM Ipe-
BPaTUJIMCh B IMTPOCTBIC MMPO3PAYHLIC CTCKJIAIIKA U YIIAJIX HAa 3EMJIIO. B 3TOT k¢ MOMEHT WU3Hb TTOKHU-
HyJIa TEJIO TPETHETO XPAHUTEJIS.

— Her! — ucromno 3akpuyan [lecnan, NoHsB, 4TO IPOUrpal.

Vowiiia nepemMectuiicss oopatHo B OarHio, a Meprca Bce CTosiia, He B CHJIaX OTBECTH B3IJIsIIa
ot Tena Telipana. Bapyr oHa omryTuia, 4to eil He XBaTaeT BO3/1yXa, Ha/lo ObLJIO BO3BPAIAThCS.

Mepuca cHOBa OKkazaziach B Jaboparopuu. Kakoe-To BpeMst OHa crjena HeMoIBHXHO, CTpaIll-
Hasl KapTUHA BCe elle CTOosUIA y Hee Mmepejl riazaMu. Bpyr oHa pe3ko BCKOUMIIa Ha HOTH, y Hee Tepe-
XBaTwiio apixanre. OHa ObICTpO BhIOEKaTa N3 OAlTHY U OKA3aBIIKChH B TI0JIe TIOCPEAU T'YCTON TPABHI,
oHa Oe’xasia Brepe], He 3Has Ky/a, CJIe3bl 3aCTHIaIN el 171a3a. JKeHIIMHa oKa3asach B Jiecy, Hauallo
teMHeTh. [Ipomomkas Gexarb, OHa CIIOTKHYJIACh M yrajia Ha KojieHu. Marus BOIIEOHUIIBI HavYasa
BBIXOJUTh M3-TIO1 KOHTPOJIsL. TeMHbIe CHUIIOBbIe KJIyObl OKYThIBaIU ee. M BIpyr nepen Hell MOosiBUIICS
He3HakoMerl. OH TOJIOIIeN M KOCHYJICSI €€ TOJIOBBI, B 3TO )€ MIHOBEHHE, JKEHIIMHA OIIyTUIIA, YTO
SMOIIMY OTCTYMAIOT, BMECTO HUX MPUXOIUT CIIOKOHCTBYE.

— V¥ Bac ecTb BBIOOP: MOAATHCSI CBOEMY TOPIO HUTH UCTTPABUTh TO, YTO OBLIO caeiaHo. Pemmenne
32 BaMH. — IPOM3HEC BKPAAUMBBIA MYKCKOM TOJIOC.

Koraa ona nopHsiia roioBy, To HUKOTO He yBUJIENa, HO OHa OblTa yBEpeHa, uTo el He ImoMepe-
nIock. BommeOHuia BepHyiach B OanrHio. Eil moHamo0uiock OKoIo HeJeu, YTOOB BOCCTAHOBHUTD
cubl. Ceftuac e Hy)KHO ObLIO y3HATh TOJIBKO, YTO CITyYHJIOCh HEMOCPECTBEHHO Tepel] pa3aeeHueM
MUpOB. B 3TOT pa3 oHa oTnpaBuiack cpa3y B OauiHio, oxuaas lecinana.

MY)K‘II/IHEI MEPEMECTUJICA B CBOIO KOMHATY, OH OaX€ HEC CMbLI KPOBU CO CBOUX PYK U TOJIBKO
TIOCTIEIITHO BBITEP UX 00 ofekay. Mar uckajia KHUTY, KHUTY ITPO TEOpHIo MOpTasioB. OH JTMXOpaJ0IHO
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JIMCTAJI CTPaHUIIbI, KOTJa Halllesl Hy)KHOe 3aKJIMHaHue. Meprca 3arisiHyia eMy 4epes Iiedo U YBU-
aena onvcanue (hopMyJIbl, KOTOpasi MOTJIa OTOOpa3uTh B 3epKaJie HeJapHee mporiiioe. Ha ero ocHoBe
Jlecan cocTaBWII 3aKJIMHAHUE, KOTOPOE OTKPHIBAJIO MOPTaJ B MpoIioe. Maram HUKOI/Ia U B TOJIOBY
HE TIPUXOIMIIO CO3/1aBaTh HACTOJIBKO CIOKHYIO (DOpPMYITy, TaK Kak MPOCTO HE ObLIO CHIIBI, KOTOpast
MorJIa ee 0BUTh. Ha ncceioBanmsi y Mara ynuio msitb JHEH U BOT KOHTYp ObLI roTOB. Bome6Huk
CBEpSUICS C OTPaKeHUEM B BOJE, OYEBUIHO, YTO OH XOTeJ MONACTh B TO BPeMsl, KOT/Ia KPUCTAILIBI
TOJIBKO OBbLTM CO3[aHbl, & 3HAYUT HAXOAWINCh B OTHOM MeCTe y OJHOro 4esioBeka. HoBoW 1esnbio
Hecnana cran I'pup ¥ UMEHHOTO y HEroO OH IJIAHUPOBAJI TIOJTYYUTh HEJOCTAIOIINE KPUCTAIUIBI.

— 51 nokaxy Ppyary, s UCIIPaBIIO UX BCEX Yero Obl 3TO HU CTOWJIO. DTOT CJIOMAHHBIN, MPO-
THUBIIMIA MUP HYXHO CTepeTh, — OyOHMI cebe nox Hoc JlecnaH, mpoBepsist B TIOC/IEHUI pa3 y30p
3aKJIMHAHUS.

3aTeM OH 3aMep Tepe]] 3epKaOM U 3aKpbLT I71a3a, 0Opalasich K Cujie OABIACTHBIX eMy KaM-
Hell. 3epKaJibHas TOBEPXHOCTb JPOTHYJIA U 3aCBETUIIACH, TOPTAJT ObLIT OTKPHIT. [lecian HepBHO yJIbIO-
HYJICS], eIlle pa3 OIVISAEINCS IO CTOPOHAM M 3aKaB BOJIIIEOHbIE KAMHM B pyKe, IIarHys B noprai. Ho
HE Bce TOIIUIO T10 ero IUIaHy, KPUCTAJUIBI OH B3SITh ¢ cOO0M He cMor. OHM BRIPBAIUCDH Y HETO U3 PYK
B CaMBIi MTOCJIETHIIA MOMEHT, U TIOPTAJI 3aKPbUICS 32 MpenaresieM. B 3Ty ke ceKyHy MpOCTPaHCTBO
BOKPYT HAuaJIo pa3pbIBaThCsl. Mepuca MocTeniia BEpHyThCsl B CBOE TeJIO.
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IIpuzpaynaa Hagexjaa

Mepuca nerayibHO 0oOyMasia CBOW TulaH. [[Jist OTKpBITHSI TOpTasia el He XBaTajlo CUJIbI elle
JBYX KPUCTAJUIOB, M OHA 3HAJIa, TJIe UX OTBICKaTh. BosieOHuIIa iepeoesnach B IPOCTON OXOTHUYUIA
KOCTIOM. Bbicokue canoru, oOneratoriue Opioku, Oenast pydaiika U KypTouka, CTSHYTask [IUPOKUM
nosicom, opMHUPOBAITY HeaTbHbIN 00pa3. Mepuca yopasia BOJIOCH B ITyYOK M JaXke He OCTAHOBHJIACH,
YTOOBI TIOKPACOBATHCS TEPE/l 3€PKATIOM. ITH MeJIOUr OOJIbIlie He PAJIOBATIM €€ U Ka3aJiCh MyCTOM
Tparou BpeMeHH. sKeHIMHA MOJI0KWIa B CYMKY KHUTY 3aKJIMHAHWNA Y TIOCOX JIJ11 HAUEePTaHUS PYH.

Bonme6Hunia Bocnonp30BasiaCh CHIJIOW KPUCTaLIa, YTOOBI OMPENeUTh MECTOHAXOXJIEHHE
Anmapa. C Takoii CUJI0HM 3TO OKa3aJI0Ch JOBOJIBHO ITPOCTO. Mepuca He3aMeUIUTENIbHO MEPEMECTIIIACH
K HeMy. OHa oKa3ajach B 3apoCiisxX KycTapHuKa. OTciola OTKPBIBAJICSA OTIMYHBIM B Ha MOJISHY,
rae ocraHoBwiIcs Pperic.

— Anmap, MOXellb CHATb CBOI0 MAaCKMPOBKY, — IIIENIOTOM Mpou3Hecaa Mepuca.

Bone6Huk HezaMeTUTeTbHO BBIMOTHUI €€ MPochOy. Bbulo 3aMeTHO, 4TO OH y/IMBJIEH MOSIB-
JeHuemM Mepuchl.

— MHe HyXHO, 4TOOBI THl BEPHYJICSI B CBOIO OAIIHIO M YCHJIWJI €€ 3alluTy. 5 jke TOMbITaloch
cpa3utbces ¢ Ppericom.

— Kak? Pasge Te6e He noHagoOUTCA MO [IOMOILb ?

— MHe noHa1o0MTCS yOKHIIE, €CIIU CUTYaIUsl BBIIET U3-T10]1 KOHTPOJISI, — COBpaJia BOJIIEO-
HUIIA U KOCHYJIaCh PyKH coOeceTHUKA. — Thl €MHCTBEHHBIN B TOM MUpPE, KOMY sI MOT'Y MOJTHOCTBIO
JOBEPATh.

OHa npousHecsa 3T CJI0Ba HACTOJILKO yOeqUTeNbHO, YTO AJIMap MOBEpUJ U Jaxe HEMHOTO
CMYTHJICA.

— 41 cienato Bce, 4TO HEOOXOAMMO, — TIPOU3HEC OH U MEPEMECTUIICS B OAIITHIO.

M36aBuBIIMCH OT HEHYXKHOTO CBUJIETENIsI, Mepuca BhllUIa U3 YKpbiTHs. Ppeiic He cpa3y 3ame-
Tl ee. OH cujien Ha ynasiieM OpeBHe, OMyCTHB royioBy. Best ero durypa Bbirisiiesia MOHUKILEH, OH
CHUJIBHO TIOXYJIEJ 32 ToCyIe/iHee BpeMsl. B HeM uyBCTBOBasIach Kakasi-TO OOpEUEHHOCTb.

— $ npwuIiIa NOroBOpUTh, — MATKO MPOM3HECTIa BOJIIIEOHUIIA.

Vernpimag 3ByK ee rosoca, @peiic BCKOYMI U Orpaaui ceOs 3aiuTHBIM OapbepoM. Ero nprske-
HUS ObLTM YBEPEHHBIMH, OTTOUYEHHBIMH, HO HEIOCTaTOUHO ObICTphIMU. [laBasa cedst 3HaTh (pu3mue-
CKas yCTaJIOCTb.

— 41 He cobuparock ¢ TOOOM cpaxarbcs. S MPUIILIA MTOMPOCUTH O TIOMOIIH, — CIIOKOHHO MPOTo-
Bopwia Mepuca.

— U xako¥i moMoIy mpocuT y MeHsl yepHast BosmeOHuria? TBOil HOBBIN OOJIMK He oOMaHeT
MeHS, 51 He BCTpevasl KeHIIMHBI OoJiee BIACTHON U KECTOKOM.

Mepuca HakongoBaia cede CTyl U cena HanpoTus Ppeiica.

— Jlromu menstiotes. §1 nomHIO Te6s1 10 BeTpeun ¢ AHHOM. He Obuto BonmeOHMKa, 6osee yBiie-
YEHHOTO HayKOH U COBEPILIEHCTBOM paau coBepiieHcTBa. Ho crouno Tede BIOOUThCS, KaK Thl OTKa-
3aJIcs OT BCETO, YTO CUMTAJ CMBICIIOM XWU3HH. DTO JeJIaeT Hac MOXOKUMU. S TOXe HCIBITaja 3TO
BCENOMIONIAI0IIee YyBCTBO, OHO IEPEBEPHYJIO Bce B Moeit :ku3HU. Kak u TBosI, MOs IOOOBb OKa3a-
JIaCh TParuyecKOu, Mbl pa3Jie/ieHbl, 3alepThl B pa3HBIX MUpax. MHe He XBaTaeT CUJI, YTOObI OTKPHITh
MOpTaJl K HEMY, — IIPOM3HECIIA OHA C HEMOAIEIbHBIM OTUYasSIHAEM.

dpevic cHsUT 3aUTHBIN Oapbep, HO BCe ellle ObLT HACTOPOJKeE.

— MHe cnoxHo TeOe BepuTh, — HAKOHEIl, TPOM3HEC OH.

Mepuca nonHsIa Ha HEro 1J1a3a, MOJHbIE ClIe3.

— 41 He niporiry Tebst BepuTh. [ToMoru MHe ¢ 3aKkJIMHaHUEM, OObEIMHU CBOU CUJIBI C MOMMHU. B
Harpajy s otaaM TeOe JBa KpUCTaslia, KOTOPHIMU BJIAICIO.

— Kak st Mory ObITh YBEpEH, UTO ThI CICPKHIIb CIIOBO?
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— 51 nokaxy, — OHa MPOTSIHYJA PYKY ¥ IpU3Basia KpUCTaUT U3 o3epa. — Ppeiic, 51 nepenaio tede
03€pHbIil KpucTasul. Biajeii um no npasy.

Kamensb 3acBeTmiicst v nepeMecTwiics B pyKy BoieOHMKa. Ppeiic He CMOT CKPBITh YJIBIOKH.
OH He MOT MOBEPUTb, UTO BCE ITO MPOUCXOAUT HA CAMOM JeJie.

— Teneps THI BepHIllb MHE? — C BOJIHEHUEM CIIPOCHJIA BOJTIIIEOHHUITA.

— Ma. 4 nomory tede, Mepuca.

KennmHa B3/10XHYsIa ¢ 0OJerYeHMeM M Havyasla MOAroToBKy. IIpy momory maruu oHa ovu-
CTUJIa HEOOJIBIION YYaCTOK OT TPaBbl M HAUEPTHIIA JIBE CHCTEMBI PYH.

— 41 roToBa, Temeph HYKHO 3apsAUTh 3aKJIMHAHUE, — IPOrOBOPHJIA OHa, MpoTsIruBas Ppeiicy
PYKY.

OH ocraJicsi BepeH JaHHOMY CJIOBY M OOBbEAMHII CBOIO CUITy ¢ ee. Uepes Koiblio Meprica Harpa-
BWJIA TIOTOK SHEPTHH.

«[Tpomry Te6s1! HaripaBp MeHs1 K TOMy, KTO He JOJIKeH OblT ymepeTh. [loMoru crniactu sxepTBy
Jecnana!» — cocpeJOTOYMBIIVCH HAa STOM MBICJTH, BOJIIIEOHUIIA HAYasIa CO3/1aBaTh MOPTAaJL.

Marepusi IporHy/ia U pa3opBajiach, OTKpbIBasi MPoxo. 3areM Mepuca 3apsiauia pyHbl U3Me-
HEHHOT'O MPOKJISIThSI. 3aKOHUMB, OHA BHITYCTHIIA pyKy Ppelica 1 MoBEepHYIach K HEMY.

— 41 Hukorga He 3a0yay TOrO, 4TO ThHI cAAenau s MeHs. Hanelock, y MeHs Oyner 1iaHc oTaath
stot poir. [lepenato TeGe KOIBLIO XpaHUTENsI TPEThEro Kpyra, BJafel UM IO MpaBy.

JKeHmHa BJIOXHIIA KOJIBLIO B €T0 PYKY U YJIBIOHYJIAC.

— IIpommaii, — mpon3Hecaa OHa U cAefaja Iar K mopTaiy.

OKoJ0 pyH, XpaHSIIIUX MPOKJIATHE, OHA HA CEKYH/Y OCTAHOBMJIACh. B 9TOT MOMEHT KeHIIMHE
cTasio OE3yMHO CTpAIHO, el He XOTeJoch yMupaTh. OHa 3aKpbUIa I71a3a U /IBE CJIE3MHKH CKaTUIIUCh
10 €€ IIeKaM.

«51 cnacy Tes1, gaxe ecm MpUIETCsl yMepeTh COTHIO pa3», — Moodelaia oHa, CTapsich BI3BATh
B amMsATH 06pa3 TelipaHa, U czienaa mar B HEHTP 3aKJIAThSI.

PyHBbl 3auMckpuiuch, ee Teslo MpOH3WIA cTpamHas Oosb, Meprca BCKpPUKHYIA W yraja
3amepTBO. HO OHa He mcye3na MOMHOCTBIO, OT ee Tesa oTAeawiIcs npuspak. Ee co3Hanue u marus
OCTaJIUCh C Her. Mepuca B KaKOM-TO OLieTIeHeH!H Ha0umof1asa 3a co0oi co cTopoHbl. Ppeiic copBacs
C MecTa 1 oOexa K TeJy BOIIIEOHHUIIbI, CTapasiCh IOMOYb, HO OH HUYETO YK€ He MOT MCIIPaBUTh.
[Tpuspaunas Mepuca nosepHyJics civHoi k Ppeiicy, 1 IpOCKoIb3HYNA B OpTaj. B Ty ke cekyHIy
MIPOXO]] 3aK PBUICS.

[Nonas B nmoprasn, Mepuca cI0BHO pacTBOPHUJIACH B €r0 SHEPTHH M HA MUT TepecTalia CyIecTBO-
BaTb. Ho ee Boist Obula CHITbHA, M BOMIIIEOHHIIA CMOTJIa TOOOPOTH 3TY cadocTh. B crnepyrommii Mur
OHa OKazajach mocpenu Jjeca. [IpuspauHas jieiu coCpeloTOUMIACh U TIOKeNala CTaTh HEBUIUMO.
Omna HaziesIach, 4TO 3TOro OyJeT JOCTATOUHO, YTOOBI Marusi cpadoTana. B modom ciydae, ObLT TOBKO
ofIvH cnocod mpoeputh. OHA OCMOTpEIach MO CTOPOHAM M 3aMETHJIa MOJIOZOTO YeIOBEKa JIET CeM-
HaJIIaTH, TIPOBEPSIONIETO OXOTHUYBIO JIOBYIIKY.

Ona cpazy y3Hauia ero. Jleciian BbI3bIBaJI 00pa3 STOrO I0HOIIH B 3epKaJie, BUIMMO TOT ObLT CBSI-
3aH ¢ ['pupoM. Momnooit 4enoBek ObLT BHICOKMM U JOBOJIBHO KPACHBBIM, C TIPABUJIbHBIMU YePTaMU
JIMIIA, 30JI0TUCTO-3€JICHBIMU TJIa3aMU, TIPaB/ia, CJIerKa OTTONBIPEHHBIE YIIIM U MyXJIble IEeKU MpHa-
BaJIM €rO0 JIMIy HEMHOTO JIETCKOE BhIpaxeHue. M eMy He Mmoixoauia mpocTast KOpOTKask CTPUKKA.

MoroioMy OXOTHHKY B 3TOT JIeHb He YJbIOHYJach ynada. Hu B ofiHy M3 JIOBYIIEK HHMKTO He
nonasics. Tomac He X0OTes1 BO3BpaIarhcs K TeTe ¢ MyCThIMU PyKaMH, HO IPyroro BhIXoaa He ObUIO.

Mepuca nofonuia K HeMy COBCeM OJIM3KO, I0HOIIA TTOCMOTpEN NpsIMO Ha Hee, HO HUYero He
yBuzen. Bugumo, ee kelaHue UCTIOMHUIOCH WITH JIeJIo ObLJIO HE B JKEJIAHWM, U HUKTO OOJIbIIIe He
CMOET ee yBHUeTh. BoeOHuIIa OCTIENTHO MPOTrHaJia 3Ty MBICb U MocieoBasia 3a Tomacom.

IOnoma npobupaics cKBO3b 3apOCIU MMOKA HE BBIIIET HAa HEOOJBIIYIO TIONSIHY, Ha KOTOPOM
CTOSUI OJIHOSTAKHBII JOMUK.

OH Bo1IeN BHYTPh W IPOKPUYAT:
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— Tetq, g noma.

JKenmmHa BbIIIUIa U3 coceqHeN KOMHaATHL. Ha Bup eii ObU10 He Oosiee cOpoKa JIeT, HEBBICOKOTO
pocTa, CKJIOHHas K noiHoTe. Ha Helt ObUTo MpOCTOoe I1aThe U3 TEeMHO-CHHEN MaTepun 1 Oesbiii hap-
TyK. YepHble BOJIOCH OHa coOpasia B akKypaTHbIid XBOCT. ToMac ObUI COBEPIIIEHHO HE MOX0XK Ha CBOIO
TETYLIKY. Y Mepuchl 3aKpajiuch MOJO3PEHNUs HA ITOT CYET.

— CeronHs 51 HUKOTO He MONMaJl, — YAPY4eHHO MPOU3HEC IOHOIIIA.

— He nepesxwuBaii, 51 cBapio Kairy 1 y Hac ere ocrayics xyied. Tomac, mpucsiib Ha MUHYTKY,
XoTesia 00CYAUTh ¢ TOOOH OMH BaKHBIN BOITPOC, — IPOU3HECTIA KEHIIIMHA, CaJsICh.

IOHoma cpa3y nouyBCTBOBaJI, YTO MPOM3OLLIO YTO-TO CEPHEZHOE.

— 3aBTpa TBOW JeHb poxaeHus. TeOe ucnomHsercss BoceMHamuaTh. Jlo6oi BOMIIEOHUK,
JOCTHTIIIUI 3TOr0 BO3pacTa, MMEET MPaBO MPHUHSTH yYacThe B COPEBHOBAHUU 32 MECTO B OJJHOM U3
Maryeckux Op/IeHOB.

— a, s momHI0. Ho ThI 5ke caMa OTroBOpUJIa MEHsI OT Y4acTHUsI B 9TOM TOfy.

—41... nepenymana. {1 He Mory 3areperb TeOs1 3[€Ch, Thl YK€ JOCTATOUHO B3POCTIbINA, YTOOBI
pelaTb CaMoMy.

—Torpa s noitny coobupats Bemu. Criaci6o! — oH nmopbiBUCTO 00HST Brony 1 mobexan B cocef-
HIOIO KOMHATY.

OH faxe He CIIPOCKII, YTO UIMEHHO 3aCTaBHUJIO €€ U3MEHUTD pellieHre. Mepuca 3aMeTnia Kycok
OyMaru, KOTOPBI BHIIJISIBIBAN M3 KapMaHa (papTyka TeTyIIKkd. Brosa MammHaabHO KOCHYIach Kap-
MaHa ¥ TSKeJI0 B3JOXHYJIA.

Mepuca pemmia, 4yTo yBUjeNa JOCTATOYHO M BBIILIA HApyky. s TOro 4toObl 3alllUTUThH
Tomaca, oHa cHauaJ1a JOJKHA ObUIa MOHSATH KaKOH CHIION pacrosiaraet. BonmmeoHua ocMoTpesnach 1o
CTOpPOHAM U 3aMeTHIIa HeOoblIyIo nanky. OHa uaeabHO Obl TOJOIILIA 1)1 HaUepTaHus pyH. Mepuca
COCPEeNOTOUMIIACh U TOTBITANIACH €€ MePeIBUHYTh, MajIKa TOTYaC MoJeTeNa B €€ CTOPOHY, HO BOJIIIEO-
HUIIA HE CMOIJIa CXBATUTh €e, JAepeBsIlKa MpoIlla HACKBO3b U yAapuiach O CTeHy Joma. Mepuca
Mpyrcesa Ha KOPTOUKH U TOTBITAIACh B3ATh KAMEHb C 3MJIM, HO U B 9TOT pa3 ee pyKa Ipoluia CKBO3b
npeamver. BommeOHuIa He caaBaiach M MpoOoBajia CHOBA M CHOBA, HAKOHEII, €l YAaJI0Ch CXBAaTUTh
KaMeHb 1 TIOHSTb €ro.

3atem Mepuca ¢ ISITO# MOIBITKY CMOTJIA B3STh MAJIKy. Eif ObLIO CI0KHO KOIAOBATh M OJHOBPE-
MEHHO TPAaTUTh CUJIBI HA TO, YTOOBI yAEpXKaTh MpeJMET B pyke. B pesynbrare Tpyabl okyniiuck. OHa
OKPY)KWJIA JOM 3alIUTHBIM 3aKJIMHAHUEM, KOTOpOe He TIO3BOJISLIO OTCIeANUTH ero oourareseit. Koraa
OHAa 3aKOHYMJIA, YKe cTeMHes0. Meprca BApyr OOHapyKuia, 4To OOoJIbIIe He HykKJaeTcs BO CHe. DTO
OBLIO HACTOJIBKO HEOKMIAHHO, HETPUBBIYHO, YTO OHA HE 3HAJIA, YeM 3aHATh ceOs 1o pacceta. M Tyt
BOJIIIIEOHMIIA BCIOMHMJIA TTPO MUcbMO. OHa MPOCKOIb3HYA B IoM. Bebiii (hapTyk BUCEN Ha rBO3/E
PSIIOM C TIEYKOM, B KOMHATEe HUKOTO He ObL10. MepHuca Moomuia, BEHYJA 3aUCKy U pa3BepHYJIa ee.
Houp Obla SICHOM, TIOIONIS K OKHY, JKSHITFHA TIONBITAIach pa300paTh CIIOBA.

«TbI cBOOOOHA OT KJIATBBL. OTIYCTH €ro Ha UCIIBITAHUE U MOXKEIb KUTh CBOEH KU3ZHBIO».

[Nonnvicy He ObLIO, TOJIBKO BHU3Y CTPAHMIIBI CTOsIIA CTpaHHAs pyHa. Mepuca uiTaa mpo Takue
3HAaKW, 3TO OJIHA W3 PEIKUX PyH Kioda. Ee Mo ucrons3oBarh, 4T0Obl OCBOOOAUTH YEIOBEKA OT
KJISATBBI, CKPEIUICHHOH CIIelaIbHbIM pUTYyasioM. Meprica NOoJIOKMIIA MMCbMO OOPaTHO M Cejla Ha CKa-
MeWKy, B O)XulaHue IpoOyskaeHus ooutateneit jomMa. OHa Bce BpeMsi Oblila Ha CTOPOXKE, HO 3a 3Ty
HOYb HUYETO CTPAIITHOTO He TPOU3OIILIO.

Buona Bcrana pano, emie 1o paccera. JKeHIHa MpuroToBuia 3aBTpak, IEpeoieNach B JOPOK-
Hoe I1aThe 1 no3Baia Tomaca k crony. [loka oH e, oHa coOpaja CyMKY CO BCSIKMMH MeJOYaMH,
KOTOpbIE MOTJIU IPUTOJUTHCS B AOPOTE.

— Capuch, Toellb, s caM MOTy coOpaThCs, — C y4acTHEM MPOrOBOPHIT IOHOIIIA.

— He Bonnyiics 3a MeHs, 51 y’ke chena OyJI0uKy ¢ MOJIOKOM, — OHa €11l pa3 OCMOTpeJia KOMHaTYy,
CJIOBHO pa3bICKMBast YTO-TO. — Thl HE BUET MOIO TPOCTH?

— Oma crout y n1Bepu. Ho pa3se Mbl 1oiijem O ropoja Nemkom ? — 03a1aueHHo crpocuit Tomac.
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— Her, koneuno. HyxHo 100paThcsi He3aMeYeHHBIMU JI0 OJIMKAUIIEro MOCTOsJIOro 1Bopa. 10
BCEro 4ac Xoap0b! uepes jiec. Tam Ml csijieM B 0OIITyI0 TOBO3KY H IO OXPAaHO BOMHOB-BOJIIEOHUKOB
CIIOKOMHO 100epeMcs 10 Topoaa.

— Kak ckaxerib, — KOpOTKO MPOU3HEC MOJIOION YETOBEK.

OH npeamnoyen Obl HAHATH ABE JIOMAIN U MTOEXaTh BEPXOM, a HE TPSICTHUCH B MOBO3KE, HO CIIO-
pUTH HE CTaJ.

Buona cena psioM ¢ ieMsHHUKOM, MSITKO YJBIOHY/Iach €My U IIPOM3HecTa:

— Ecnu te6Ge HyxHO OyJeT CpOuHO CBSA3AThCS CO MHOM, OTITPABJISI TIOCJAHUS Yepe3 «CBETIsIU-
KOB». $1 He cMory ObITh psiioM Bce BpeMs. [IoMHH, peKo KOMY yIaeTcsl BHIATA BO BTOPOM TYp C
nepBoro pasza. Ho ecnm y Tes1 HoyduTcst MpOMTH O KOHITA, BHIOMpAil OpeH MyApEIoB.

— 51 xouy crath BOMHOM, — TBEpAO OTBETHI Tomac.

JKenmmHa naxe BCIJIECHY 1A PyKaMU OT JOCA/IbL.

— TonbKO OWH W3 MATH YYEHWKOB CTAHOBUTCS TMOJHOIEHHBIM BOMHOM. OCTabHbIE — HCYe-
3aI0T, — C HOTKaMU CTpaxa B rojioce oTBeTuIa oHa. — [Too0erait MHe, YTo He BHIOEpelb BOWHOB!

—3TO MOsI KH3HB U 1 HE COOUPAIOCh TPATUTD €€ Ha KOTIaHKe B CTapbiX CBUTKaX. S1 Bce perm! —
YIIPSIMO OTBETHJI IOHOIIIA U YIIIeJI B CBOIO KOMHATY.

Tomacy yxke TaBHO HaJ0en0 OBITh JIECHBIM OTIIETBbHUKOM, OH MEUTJl O MyTEeHIeCTBUSX, EMY
XOTEJIOCh YBUJIETh BeCh MHp. B MeuTax oH Bujieln ceOsi BeJIMKUM CTPAHCTBYIOIIMM TepoeM, KOTOPHBIH
MIOMOTaeT BCeM, KTO Tomnai B Oefy.

Dta MeuTa 3aporiIach y HEro elie B AeTCTBe. Brosa ckazaia MalbuuKy, 4TO €ro OTell U MaTh
noru6;m. YroOsl mopOOapUTh U pa3Biieyb peOeHKa, OHA MPUIYMbIBaJIa CKa3KU O MOABUTaX, KOTOPHIE
sIKoOBI coBepiai ero ortenl. C rogamu y Tomaca nosiBusiach CTpacTHast MeuTa IpoAO/DKUTH JeJ0 OTIa
Y COBEPIINTH XOTS Obl OIMH TIOBUT B KU3HU. [103TOMY cama MBICITb BCTYNIUTh B OPICH MYAPELOB
Ka3aJI0Ch eMy aOCyp/IHOM.

IOHoII1a MOCTIENTHO YI0KMIT BEIH B PIOK3aK U, BBIA/ISI B OOIIYI0 KOMHATY, YK€ CHOKOWHO Mpo-
W3HEC:

— HyxHo BBIXOAUTD, a TO ONO37IaeM, U MEHsI He CMOTYT 3aIucarh.

— Ila, 51 yxe rotoBa, — oTBeTIIa Brona, cHumas gapryk.

Onu U He oueHb ObICTPO, BHona crapanack He OTCTaBaTh, HO U3-3a €€ HEOOJBILIOTO POCTa, el
ObLJIO HEJIErKO YTHAThCS 32 MOJIOAbIM uesioBekoM. Ho 3a yac oHM Bce e cMOru 100paThes 1O MecTa.

[Nocrosinblii ABOp HANIOMHMHAJI CTOSIHKY TOBO30K, BOKPYT KOTOPBIX TOJNKAJKCh JIOOHW. BbUIO
MPaKTHYECKH HEBO3MOXKHO TIOMACTh Ha CBOOOAHOE MecTO, HO Brone 310 ynanocs.

JKenmmHa mpoTHCHYIaCh CKBO3b TOJITY MPSAMO K pacriopsaurtestio. OHa goctajia MeaiboH U,
MOKa3aB ero MyKUMHe, TPOM3HEeca:

— MHe Hy’XHO /1Ba MecTa B IEpBOM MOBO3KE.

— KoneuHo, Magam, — Mpou3HeC pacriopsiAUTENTh C PAIyIITHON YILIOKOH.

Takoii 0TBET BbI3BAJI OypI0 HETOI0BaHMsI BOKPYT, HO Brona He oOparuiia Ha 3TO HUKAKOTO BHU-
MaHHMS ¥ celia B OIMKaHIyIo MOBO3KY, 3aTaius ¢ coboit Tomaca.

VYTOYHSATH KyJa HYXKHO exaTh, He ObUIO HyX/bl. B mepros cocTs3aHuil Bce HAaNpaBJIsUINCh B
Onmokaimmii myHKT cOopa. [ToBo3Ku ObUIM TaK MOMYISIpHBI U3-32 Mep Oe3omacHoCcTH. Kaxayio n3 Hux
OXpaHsIM JIBA BOMHA-Mara, Jaiie BCEero 3To ObUTM YYEHHKH, HEe 3aKOHUMBIIKE OOy4YeHHe WIH Jake
OBIBILIVIE OAHINTEI.

B noBo3ky Obutn 3anpsikeHsl aBe jomaan. OHa 3aKpbeIBaJIach CBEPXY HABECOM, a BHYTpPH CTO-
SUTH JIABKY B UeThipe psifna. OMH OXpaHHUK CHJIES BMECTE C Ky4epoM, a Ipyroi exasl psoM Ha KOHe.
[ToBo3Ka MEpHO MOKauMBaJIach, M3-3a HaBeCa HUYEro He ObUTO BUAHO. ToMaca HEMHOTO YKadasio u
eMy Jaxe 3aXoTesnoch crarth. FOHoIe 0YeHb XOTeNOCh CIIPOCHUTH Y TETH, YTO 32 MEJaJIbOH OHA MOKa-
3aJ1a, HO YyThe MOACKA3BIBAJIO €My, UTO ceivac He Jiydiee Bpems 1Jist paccrpocoB. CIMIITKOM MHOTO
MOCTOPOHHHUX JTIOAeH ObLIO BOKPYT. B OCHOBHOM 3TO OBUIM IOHOIIM M AEBYIIKH B COMPOBOXICHUM
poncTBeHHUKOB. [IpaBaa, HEKOTOpbIe KaHIUIATH PUCKHYIU TTOEXaTh CAMOCTOSITENIBHO.
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BHeszanHo nocslancs KpyUkK, ¥ TOBO3Ka pe3K0 OCTAHOBUIIACh. Meprca HaKJIOHUIIACh U BbITJISI-
HyJ1a Hapyxy. OHa yBHJENa, YTO CO BCEX CTOPOH MX OKPYKHJIM CTpaHHbIE Jilonu. bannutel 6e3 Tpyaa
Napaii30Baid OXPaHHUKOB, JionIaae u Kydepa. Korma 3T1o ObUIO caeaHo, Brepes BhIIIe MPeiBo-
autesnb. Mepuca cpasy y3Hauia lecnana. BommeOHuiia Hauana IeiicTBoBaTh HezaMenTesibHo. OHa
oKazasiach psiioM ¢ TomacoM, MOJIOKUIIA CBOM PYKU €My Ha IJIEYM U 3aCTaBUIIa €ro ucuesHyThb. [1pu
9TOM OH CTaJI He MPOCTO HEBUAMMBIM, HO U MOJOOEH Mpu3paky. UYToObl OH He BbiIa ceOsl, BOIIIeO-
HUIIA yAepKHBaJla €ro Ha MecCTe.

— He conporusnsiics, s xouy 1eOs criacTi. BaHIUTHI OTIYCTAT BCEX, €CIM He HAUIyT Tes, —
MBICJIEHHO ITPOU3HEC]IA OHA.

Mepuca ykpbuia ero Maruei Kak pa3 BOBpeMsl — BHYTpPb 3alIsiHy/1 JleciiaH ¥ puKas3all BceM
raccakxvpaM BbITH. Brosa 3aMeTHO HepBHMYAIA, OHA IOMUHYTHO OIJISIIBIBA/IACh [0 CTOPOHAM, HO
He Mora Haiitu Tomaca. [TaccaxxupoB BbICTPOMIIN B 1IepeHry. JleciiaH nojfomen K KaxaoMy U3 HUX,
BIVIIBIBASACE B JINIA, HO TOrO, KOT'O OH MICKaJI, 3/€Ch HE ObUIO.

— He moxer ObITh! I'1e Manbuminka? — co 3710CThI0 MPOKPHYAIT OH, He 00paIasch HA K KOMY
KOHKPETHO.

Mepuca nouyBcTBOBasIa, Kak Tomac B3apornyi. Eil craHOBUIIOCH BCe Tsikesiee MOAAePKUBATh
3aKJIMHAHKUE TIOJOOHOTO ypoBHs. B 3TOT MOMeHT [lecnaH eie pa3 3ariisiHy/ B IOBO3KY M PUMEHIIT
yapel IOMCKa. 3akyisaTre Meprchl YCTOSUIO U Ha 3TOT pa3. BoIeOHUK CO 37I0CThIO yIapuil KYJIaKOM
0 CKaMeuKe.

— YX0auMm, — KOPOTKO CKOMaHIOBaJI OH, U OaHAMUTHI UCUE3ITH TaK ke OBICTPO, KaK U MOSIBUJIKC.

Tonpko mociie aToro Mepuca passesiiia yapbl. Tomac MOPLIBUCTO B3/I0XHYJI, HE IOHUMAs, YTO
npon3onuio. OH MNOMHMJI TOJIBKO OIIYILIEHKE MTOKOsI M MEJIOAUYHBIN skeHCKUH ronoc. FOHoa nocre-
IIWJI BBIATU U3 TIOBO3KHU.

— Tomac! — pagocTHo BockimkHyaa Buona, ooHumas ero. — § 6osiach, 4to notepsiia Teds.
I'ne o1 66117 Kak TeGe yaanoch cripstarbesi?

— 41 He 3HaI0... A ycibIIAT KPUK, a IOTOM 1 CJIOBHO IIPOBAJIMJICA KyAa-TO U YEpe3 CEKyHIy
CHOBA OKa3aJiCsl B IOBO3KE.

— XopoI1o, 4To OHH TeOs He HaIILIH, — C OOJIErYeHHEM B TOJIOCEe TPOU3HECTA KEHIIMHA.

Ho ux panocts 6puta Hegonroi. [Tocie mpousomieanero BOZHMYUI U BOMHBI OTKA3aJIUCh MPO-
JOJKaTh MyTh. [lepececTdb B Ipyryio MOBO3KY ObLIIO HEBO3MOKHO, OHM BCe ObLIM NepernoHeHbl. OcTa-
BaJIOCh UATHU MEUIKOM.

B stoT paz Mepuca He Tepsijia 6AUTEIbHOCTH U MOAJEPKUBAJIA TI0JIe, He MO3BOJISIONIEe BhiCe-
mTh Tomaca.

XoTs B 3TOM He ObIJI0 0c000i HeoOxoqumocTr. OHa 3Hana, uto Jlecnad He B3sUI ¢ cOO0U KPOBb
TeiipaHa, a 3HAYNT, BCEMPOHUKAIOIIEe 3aKJIMHAHKE MTOMCKA ObLIO eMy ceifuac He 0CTyIHO. Beposit-
Hee Bcero JleciaH mpocTo 3allOMHUJI MECTO U3 BUJIEHUS U Harasl B HY)KHbIA MOMEHT.

[TyTHMKaM NpUILIOCh CAEIaTh MPUBa Ha HOUb. Tosibko ToM ¢ TeTel pelInch MOWTH MENIKOM
K ropoay. OcrajbHble COUJIM HallaIeHUe Iy pHbIM 3HAKOM U OTIIPaBUJIMCH AoMOH. Tomac npuBanuics
CIIMHOM K ACPEBY, 3aKyTAJICA B IUIAII W IONBITAJICA 3aCHYTb. Wcnbitanusa JOJIZKHBI 6I>UII/I Ha4vaTbCsd
JHEM, a 3aIlUCh yKe 3akoHumIack. HecMoTps Ha 310, BHosa HactanBasia, YTO HYKHO IPOAOJIKATh
myTh. OHU 3aIUIAHUPOBAJIM OTIIPABUTHCS C PACCBETOM.

IOHo1IEe OBIIO XOJIOMHO U eMy He JaBayiv MoKosl Meicau. OH CHOBAa M CHOBA MPOKPYUYHMBAJ B
T'OJIOBE CO6])ITI/I}I, CBA3aHHBIC C HAITaICHUEM pa360ﬁHPIKOB. HpI/IHHB PEHICHUE, OH ITOAHAJICA XU OTOLIC]T
HEMHOT'O BIUTyOb Jieca, a 3aTeM COCPEIOTOUMIICS Ha TOJI0Ce, KOTOPBIH CITBIIIAIL.

— IlosiBUCh, — TUXO, HO TBEPAO MPOU3HEC OH.

Tomac obnagan BrevaT/IsIoNnel Cuilon, pas/ia, elie He yMesl ee HarpasisaTh. B 3ToT pas ero
KeJlaHue YBUJETh Ty, KOTOpasl cliacja ero, OKa3ajJoch HACTOJbKO CUJIbHBIM, 4TO czenaio Mepucy
BuAMMoOi. Tomac cam He O:XUAaJ, YTO Y HEro MOYYUTCS U Jake HE HaIleNCs, YTO CKa3aTh.
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— Mens 30ByT Mepuca. I[IpusaTHO Mo3HaKOMUTBCS, ToMac, — BEXJIMBO IPOU3HECIA IIPU3PAYHAS
Jeau.

— Thl... MO Mama? — ¢ BOTHEHUEM CIPOCHUJI IOHOIIIA.

— Her, Bce HAMHOIO CJI0)KHEE, — OTBETUAJIA OHA YKJIOHYUBO.

— INouemy ThI cnenyeris 3a MHOU? [Touemy momorsa?

— I'nmaBapst 6aHIUTOB, KOTOPBIE HATTAM HAa IOBO3KY, 30BYT JecnaH. S 31meck, 4ToObl moMeIarh
eMy, a 3TO 3HAYMT 3aIUIIAaTh TeOs OT ero... JeicTBUl. Bo Bcex apyrux ciyvasix s He Oyly BMeIIn-
BaThCs B TBOIO JM3Hb. [IpoCTH, 51 HE MOTY CKa3aTh OOJIbIIIe, — POM3HECA OHa, McUe3asl.

— IMomoxau! He yxonu! — monpocui oH, HO HE CMOT yZiepkaTh YCKOJIb3aloIlee BUJEHHUE.

STOT pa3roBop [yl eMy OoJbllie BOMPOCOB, YeM OTBeTOB. OH MOMBITANCS ellle pa3 BbI3BATh
Mepucy, HO emy 3TO OOJIbIlIe HE YJaJIOCh. YCTaB OT Oe3yCHEIIHbIX MOMBITOK, OH BEPHYJICS K TeTe
B UMITPOBU3MPOBAHHBIN Jlarepb. ToMac HUKAaK HE MOT 3aCHYTb, TOJIbKO Iapy pa3 €ero CO3HaHUE CKO-
BbIBasIa JipeMoTa. [1oaToMy OH OBICTpPO MOAHSUICS, KOorna yBuaesa, uyto Buona Bcrasa. OHM TOTYAC
OTIIPABUJIUCDH B IYTh.

— Y0 32 MeaJIbOH THI MOKAa3asia, YToObl HAC B3SJIM B TIOBO3KY? — BApYT cripocu Tomac.

Buona He ouiana Takoro BONpoca U OTBETUIIA TIOCIIE 3HAYUTEIBHOM May3bl.

— 41 He Mory ceituac Tede 3Toro pacckaszarb. Thl Bce y3Haelb B cBoe BpeMsi. Mbl BepHeMcs K
STOMY Pa3roBOpY B TOT J€Hb, KOT/Ia Thl BCTYITUIIL B OPJCH BOJIIICOHUKOB.

IOnoma nwiTancs HactamBath, HO Brona Obuta HerpekJioHHa. Tomaca 3T0 O4YeHb YIMBUJIO,
paHblIe TETS OT HETO HUYETO HE CKPhIBAJIA.
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UcnpiTanus

Cra"oBWIOCH Bee TEIUIee, JIETKUK BETEPOK KJIOHWII TpaBy K 3emule. IlyTHMKam mpuxoguiioch
UJITH TI0 CaMOMY Kpaio JIOpOTH, TO TyAa, TO OOpaTHO CHOBaJIM MOBO3KU. Ha ropusoHTe mokazascs
ropoz. OH ObLT 0OHEeCEeH HEBBICOKOW KaMEHHOH CTEHOM, KOTOpasi CKopee 0003Havyas1a rpaHuily Topofa,
YyeM citykuia 3amutoid. OKosno ropofa Obl1 pa3BepHYT OrPOMHBIN Jlarepb. B 1ieHTpe koToporo pac-
Toj1arajach KpyIrjas apeHa ¢ A€peBSIHHBIMU CKaMENKaMU JJIs 3pDUTEJIEN, BHICTPOEHHBIMU JIECEHKOU
I10 IIEPUMETPY.

Yem Omike OHM TOAXOAMIM, TeM Oolbllie BOMHOBaICS Tomac. Y4YacTHHKH, KOTOpbE OBUTH
3amlMCcaHbl HA UCTIBITAHKS ellle BYepa, HOUeBaIM B OEJIbIX IIaTpax, OTMEYEHHBIX CHEIMAIbHBIM 3Ha-
koM. HekoTtopsle yke BCTanu U cOOMpPAUCh B TPEHUPOBOUHYIO 30HY. DTO MECTO OBbLIO 3aIMIIEHO
CrielMaIbHBIM OapbepOM, KOTOPBIH HE BBITYCKAJ CIIOHTAHHYIO Maruio.

Bwona ¢ 10HBIM BOMITIEOHUKOM Cpa3y HalpaBUIIACh K MaJIATKE CEPOro IBETA, Ie JOKHBI ObUTH
HaXOIUTbCA OpraHu3aropbl. Korga rocty BOLUIA BHYTPb, TO YBUIEIN MOXKUIONO MYKUYMHY, IIPOBE-
PAIOLIETO KAKOU-TO JJIMHHBIM cMCOK. OH MEJIbKOM B3IUISHYJI HAa BOLIEJIIMX M THYCaBbIM I'OJIOCOM
ITPOU3HEC:

— Croma Henp34.

— Sl xotena, 4ToObI BBl 3aITMCAIM MOETO [JIEMSIHHUKA Ha COPEBHOBAHUE, — C BEXKJIMBOM YJIbIOKON
npousHecia Buona.

— Buepa Beuepom 3amuch Obita 3akpbiTa. CTO TPUALIAT YEIOBEK M HE HOMEpOM Oosblie! —
OTYEKAHWJI MyKUMHA, HAYMHAS 3JIUThCA.

— Ero HyxHO 3anucars, — TBEpAO Mpou3Hecaa Buona, cHuMas ¢ men MeJaJIbOH U KJlajs Nepes
BOJIIIIEOHUKOM.

VBujieB Belluily, MyKUMHa TOOJIE/IHEN U BECh KaK-TO ChEKHUIICH.

— Ho kaxk xe... — mpousHec oH, 4yTb He I1a4a. — 51 ke He mory! Beero cro TpuanaTs HOMEpPOB.

Yepes kakoe-To BpeMs OH CMOT B3AITh ceOs1 B PyKHM U MOCHEIIHO Bbiien. OH BepHYJICs Yepes
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT C OyMaXXKOi1, Ha KOTOPO ObLJT HAaIMCcaH HOMEP NATHAECAT U MPOTAHY.I ee Buore.

— OnuH U3 y4aCTHHUKOB OTKa3ajics OT HOMEpa, BaM nosesno. Vimsa kangunara?

— Tomac JlocraH, — nponukToBasia Buoia.

— Jo6po noxanoBars, Tomac, — MalMHAIBHO MPOU3HEC MYKUMHA M 3aCTaBUJI ceOsl yibIO-
HYTBCS.

IOHormIe crano HemHoro He o ce6e. Brona nocnermia yBecTr ero u3 marpa, BEposTHO, OHa
oracanach, YTO OH OMNATh OyJET 3a/1aBaTh HEYMECTHBIE BOIIPOCHI.

JKeH1MHa nocnenHo npuKkosoaa OyMaxky ¢ HomepoM K oaexje Tomaca.

— Henb3s tepsats Bpemenn. Mnu B matep yyacTHUKOB. S Oymy kaaTh Ha TpuOyHax. Ymauum! —
OHa IOLIEJI0BAJIA €TO B ILEKY U YIILIA.

Tomac xe coBceM pacrepsijica. Korga oH Bolesn B marep JUIs1 y4aCTHUKOB, K HEMY Cpasy IOJI-
OexaJl BBICOKUI CBETJIOBOJIOCHIN MApeHb.

— D70 U3-3a Teds1! — MPOKpUYAI OH.

— Yr0 u3-3a MeH:A? — onapalueHo, cupocui Tomac.

— Moero apyra orcrpanuiu u3-3a Teds1! 1o He TBOIl Homep!

C sTMU c0BaMu J1e00IIMP 3aX0TeN COPBATh KAPTOUKY C HOMEPOM C OJIEK/Ibl COMIEPHUKA, HO
TYT BMELIAJICS IPYTrov YYaCTHHUK.

— He nenaii storo, Maiikii. Mim Th X04elb, YTOOBI M TeOs1 OTCTpaHWiIM 3a apaky. [lomymait o
POIHBIX, KOTOPBIE KIYT TBOETO BBICTYILJICHUS.

Maiikj yTo-TO 3710 IpoOypyYaj, HO BCe-TaKM OTCTYIMI. A BHE3AIHBIN 3alUTHUK OOpaTHJICA
K Tomacy.

29



O. N. UsnueBa. «Ha ockonkax. Kuanra 2. Uctopusi Mepuchi»

— Mens 30ByT Paii ®biot. Tpetuil rox mbITaioch MpoOUTHCS BO BTOPOH Typ UcnbITanuil. YyB-
CTBYIO, UTO CErOfIHsI MHE ToBe3eT! — mpousHec Paii u ypioHyncs.

V P35 ObUIO TeOMETPUYHOE JIUIIO, TTO-IPYroMy U He CKaskelllb. Ero 4emocts 4eM-To HaroMHu-
HaJla HOCOK MOAHOTrO OOTHHKA. ToHKME ry0bl, IUpOKas yiblOKa, OCTPBIN AJTMHHBIN HOC, KyApSIBBIC
KamraHoBble Bosockl. OH cpa3y NpHUBJIeKal K ce0e BHUMaHME.

— ¢ Tomac Jlocras, criacr0o 3a IMOMOILILIb.

— IIpusaTHO NoMoub xopoiemy uyenoBeky. [loiigjemM co MHOM Ha IUIOIIA/IKY, TOTPEHUPYEMCH.

— A TBI 3Haelb, Kakue OyayT UCbITaHUs? — YIUBJIEHHO cripocui Tomac.

— HcnipiTanus B nepBoM Type Bceraa cranaapTHbie. HyXHO BOCCTaHOBUTH Pa3OMTHIN MIPE/IMET,
MONACTh 3aKJIMHAHUEM I10 MHIIIEHH ¥ COTBOPUTH JIIOOYI0 Mario Mo skelaHuio. [J1aBHast 1ieib BCero
3TOro — NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATh CUIIy M YMEHHE ee KOHTponupoBarh. Kak pa3 KOHTponb JaeTcsi MHe
HE OYEHb XOPOIIIO.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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