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KpYIIEeHUs] HeMEIIKOro UCTpeOuTenss. EMMHCTBEeHHBIN BBIKMBIINN B KaTacTpode -
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A ysooicy K 0mMeepICeHHBIM CeneHbsiM,

A ysooicy ck603b 8eK0BeUblIi CHOH,

A ysooicy K nozubUUM NOKONEHBSIM.

(Harme A. «booicecmeernas komeous». I1. 3. C. 1)
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IIpoJior

1941 ron. 1 okTs0pst
Ha nmunum Bpsickoro ¢gpoHTa
13-a apmus

Jleas pyka pspoBoro Makcuma, nepxaiiasi KapaHjaill, Tpscjach OT CyJoporu. B ouepeaHon
pa3 OH BCTPSIXHYJ €e, TOUHO Ta OblIa MOKPOM, C:Kajl MepernavykaHHble B KOMOTH MaJbIbl U MPOIO-
KW TicaTh. YepHBI CTepKeHb OBICTPO M OIEPXKUMO BBHIBOIWII Ha MOXKEJITEBIIEM KycOuKe OyMaru
MpeJIoKeHHs1, OAHO 32 ApyruM. OH Iucall Tak, CJIOBHO OT TOTO MKChMA 3aBHUCENA €0 KU3Hb, JIMIIb
M3pelKa 03UPasiCh Ha IEPEKOIIEHHYIO IBEph ONMHAAKA.

CHapy:ku MeJIbKHYJIO HECKOJIBKO coniaT. KOHom, noaronsiemMplie KOMaHIMpaMu, CTAHOBUIIUCH
Ha MO3UILIMH, TOTOBSICh K MPeCTOosIIeMy 0010. Y HECKOJIbKUX BBICTYMAJIH CJIe3bl, KOTOPBIE OHU TYT ke
MIBITAJIACH CTEpeTh pyKaBoM yHU(bopMbL. Ho MHOTHE pedsiTa, HAMPOTUB, OBUIN TIEPETIONHEHBI Xpadpo-
CTBIO — JTUIa OYKBAJILHO CHUSUTH OT BO30YkIeHUs. VIM He Tepriesioch BCTYIUTh B OOH C TPOTUBHUKOM.

Karns mora ¢ GnenHoro y16a Makcuma yrasia Ha Oymary, ¥ Ha MUT KapaH/alll 3acThUl B €ro
PYKe, TOYHO BAPYT MOHSLI, YTO COBEPIIMI YKACHYIO OIIMOKY.

— MeaBeneB, Tl KAKOro XpeHa CUIuIb?! — pa3galics rojoc KaruTaHa, BOIIEANIero B OJMMH-
nax. — 2KuBo Ha pacyer!

KopeHacTblit My XUYOK ¢ rpyOoil, Kak Hak/1aK, IETUHOW YKOPU3HEHHO B3IVISIHYJ HA PsIIOBOTO.
W naxe HecMOTpsl Ha HEOOJBILION POCT — KANMTaH ObLT HUKE €ro MOYTH Ha TOJIoBY, — Y Makcuma Bce
TMIOXOJIOZIENIO BHYTPH OT OJHOTO TOJIBKO BHA Ppa303i€HHOro oduriepa. Cpean HUX, OOBIKHOBEHHBIX
COJIJIaT, PO KarnuTaHa AHpest 37100MHa XOIUIIO MHOTO Pa3HbIX CIIyXOB, B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CBOEM CBsI-
3aHHBIX C €r0 )KECTKUM HPABOM.

Maxkcum He 3aMeTIT OAOIIEAIIEro KanuTaHa WK cAesall BUl. Bee Tak e oepKuMO OH BBIBO-
JWJT Ha Oymare CJIOBO 3a CJIOBOM.

Kanuran nogoien k Hemy ¥ 0ToOpall MUChMO, YyTh HE Pa30PBaB.

— ThI 4yTO, OIMIOX, PAAOBON?

— Tosapuin Kanu. ..

— Ha mosunmio, 1 cka3zall, ;KuBo!

JKenBaku Ha JMIIe KallMTaHa 3aXOIMJIM XOLyHOM — HEXOPOIINI 3HaK, YK psAAoBoU B. 3To 3Ha.
Jlyuriie noqUMHUTECS, MHAYE BOMHA C HEMIIAMHU [TOKAXKETCS CJIaIKUM BAPEHbEM B CPABHEHUU C THEBOM
KaltMTaHa.

— Ecrb, TOBapuIil KanuTaH!

PsinoBoii HanpaBHJICS K BBIXO/Y U3 OJTMH/IAXKA.

— C104Tb.

Makcm 00epHYyJICs, 3aMETHB, KaK CTapIIIUi 10 3BaHUIO MPOOEKAICS TJIa3aMHU TI0 IUChMY.

— Komy n1ceMo? — cipocuii OH.

— Oy, — 6e3 mpome JIeHHs1 OTBETUIT PSIIOBOM.

— [louemy He OTHPaBUJI paHbIlIE, KAK BCE OCTAJIbHbIE?

— 4l... — psImoBO¥ 3aMsIICSI M TIOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY, OYATO HajiesCh HANTH OTBET HA OpEBEH-
YaTol CTEHe.

Karnuran cBepHYyJ IMCbMO TPEYTOJbHUKOM, MyXJIBIMU MaJIbLIAMU CIVIAAWII €r0 1O KpasiM, B3I
CO CTOJIa KapaH/alll ¥ MPOTSHYJI €ro 0OpaTHo.

— Ium ums4 u aapec.

Ha nune psiqoBoro Ha cekyHjy MpOCKOJIb3HYIa yiblOka. He Merkass, oH mogoexai K CTody,
I7Ie HaclieX HaKopsi0a KapaH/IaloM apec U UMsI TOTyJaTelis.
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— ToBapwuin kanuTaH, MOTy 51 Bac €lie MOMPOCUTh KOE O YEM. ..

ToT rpo3HO MOCMOTpEI Ha HETO.

— PsanoBoi, TH B Kypce, 4To y Hac (ppHlibl B Iape KUJIOMETpax?

— Tax TouHO, TOBapuIll KanuTaH, B Kypce. — I3-3a na3yxu oH BbIHYJI IPSMOYTOJIbHBIN CBEPTOK
W3 TKaHU, TIepeBs3aHHBIN Oe4EéBKON. — MOXHO 3TO MOeMy OTIy Kak-To mepenarh? [To stomy xe
aapecy?

— Tot oxpenen, pspoBoi? A Tede yto, mouroBas ciyxoa?

MakcuM HUYEero He OTBETHII, JIMIIb [TPOOJIKas AEpKaTh B BBITAHYTOUN PyKe JIETKYIO MOCBUIKY
pa3MepoM uyTb OOJIbIIIE €ro JIAIOHH.

— Jlagno, néc ¢ To6oit, MenBeneB. — Kanvtan BIXBaTWII OCBUIKY U3 pyk Makcuma, — Teriepb
Mapiil Ha pacuér!

— Ecrtb, TOBapu kanura!

PsinoBoii, Kak 1 puKa3aHo, MyJiel BbUIeTe U3 OTMHIaXA.

TaHKOBOI IMBU3UH U CTPEITKOBOMY OaTasiboHy 13- apMun, B KOTOpo# cocTost1 Makcum, Obuia
naHa 4€TKas 3a7a4a — OCTAHOBUTH MPHOJMKAIONIMECS] HEMELIKHME CUJTBI, C KaXKIbIM JIHEM MTPOOUBAIO-
muics B r1yob bpstHimuabl. M gaxe HeCMOTps Ha YCIIENTHOEe OTTECHEHUE HEMEIIKMX BOWCK MEHbIIe
Mecsilia Ha3aj, Te MPOIOIKAIM HACTYNaThb. YK 4eMy-4eMy, a YIOPCTBY 3THUX I'afloB MOKHO ObLIO
TOJIBKO TT03aBHJIOBATh.

Hep3upas Ha ynpsiMblii HATUCK (DAIIMCTOB, MHOTHE OOMIIBI ObUIM B MPHUIIOAHITOM HacTpoe-
HUM. YCIenHoe oTpakeHrne OOJBITMHCTBA aTaK HEMIIEB U paccKas3bl pedsT, MOOBIBABIIMX B MApOUKe
60€eB, BOOMYIIEBISUIN U MIPUIABATIA Bepy B oOeay. Makcum Jierko yoequscsi B ToM, KOrja B3IJIs-
JIOM CKOJIB3HYJI IO TpaHIIIee, T/ie TaKHe 5K MOJIOZIbIe, KaK ¥ OH, COJIAATHI JIEKAJIM Ha )KUBOTE B TPSI3H,
CITyIasi pacckasbl ObIBasIbIX. [laske pedsiTa-TaHKKUCThI, OOBIYHO CEPhE3HBIE M CYPOBBIE MYKHUKH, MO~
OaiprBasM YT Apyra u oOMeHuBaIMCh TabaukoM. OIHUM CIIOBOM, OOCTaHOBKA CTOsIa yBEpEHHas.
UyThe MOJICKa3bIBAJIO, YTO B 3TOM OO0 OH 00S3aTENIbHO MPOSBUT CeOs U, OBITh MOXKET, 3aCITyKHT
MOXBaJly KanuTaHa 31001MHa. MaKkcuM 3HaJ, YTO HE TOJIBKO BBIKMBET, HO M COBEPIIUT KaKOH-HUOYIb
noyBur. OH MeuTas o MoJOOHOM JHE, U TeTlepb 00s13aTENIbHO BBUIOKHUTCS JI0 Tpejesa, YToObl He TO/-
BECTH TOBApPUIIIEH MO OPYKHIO U ceOsl B IEPBYIO OUYepe/b.

MakcuMm npe/IBKyIIaj MpeAcTOsIyI0 OUTBY, KaK 1 MHOTHE PSIOM.

[Napy nHeit Ha3az, Mpexae YyeM 3aHsATh STOT OOOPOHUTENIBHBIN YUACTOK, X OAaTaJIbOH OCTaHO-
BUWJICSI B HEOOJIBILIOM ceJie B TPHIIATH KMJIOMeTpax orciofa. [lacymumecs Ha Jiyrax craja KOpoB, Kpu-
yarye MeTyxXH U 3arax ceHa HAOMHIIM eMy POIHYIO A€PEBYIIKY, U3 KOTOPOU OH yIieJ Ha (PpOHT.
VBuUIeHHOE BBI3BAJIO HEMMOBEPHYIO TOCKYy. OH TOYHO BEpHYJCSI OOpaTHO B 3TO 3aXONYyCThe, IIE,
OKpOMsI BOHIOUEH CKOTHHBI J]a YEThIPEX YIJIOB €ro XMKUHBI, He ObU1o Huvero. [lognmHHas Tocka —
THUTH 10 CAMOM CTApPOCTU KaK €ro OTell B TAKOM MecTe. YK JIydille BOMHa.

Ho, 4ero He OTHATBH y TOTO MOCEJKA, T/Ie OHM OCTAHOBUJIMCH, TAaK TO JJEBYOHOK: KPACHOIIIEKHE, C
MyXJIEHbKMMU T'yOKaMu — aif, Kak xoporu! CTecHsISCh, MPATAJN [T1a3KH U YTOIIAIH CONAAT XOJIOIHBIM
MOJIOKOM CO CBEXKEHCIIEYEHHBIMU MTUPOKKAMH. 3alTOMHIT OH ¥ 0a00K, KOTOpbIE, He OTphIBast B3IJIsAa
OT IOHOIIIEH, CHIeNM Ha KPbUIbLIAX M, IPUKJIAbIBasi CBOM KOCTJISIBBIE JIAJJOHU KO PTY, MOKAYMBAIA
TOJIOBOM U BCe OyOHMIIU:

— Ymo orce amo denaemcsi-mo, 2ocnoou! Monoowvie maxue!

Dbl 1 MaJTIbUMIIKK, KOTOPBIE MOAOETaH C BHITSHYTHIMU PYKaMH U YMOJISUTH JaTh MOTPOTaTh
opyxue. Xpabpble COpBaHITbI TPOCUIIH B3SITh UX C COOOH Ha (PPOHT, YTOOBI TIOMOYL MOUYHUTD (hAIIIHCT-
CKOTO Ta/1a, HO TIOCJIEe YIPEKAIOIIero MaTepUHCKOTO B3IVIsAAA TYT ke yOeraan JOMOM.

W3 ronoBpl MakcuMa He BBHIXOAWIT U €I1Ie OIUH YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTro OH BHUJET TOTJIa, HECKOJIBKO
IHel Ha3al. MusieHbKast, Xy/leHbKasi Kak TPOCTUHKA JIEBYIITKA C KOCBIHKOM Ha rojioBe. OH 3aMeTHlI ee,
KOTJJa TIPOTYJIMBAJICS B/IOJb cesia paHHUM yTpoM. OHa crfiena Ha TIeHbKe U I0UJ1a KOPOBY Ha HEOOIIb-
IIIOM IYCTHIpe B mojie. XyAeHbKHUE PYYKU yMeJIOo O0OXBaThIBaJIM BBIMSI — Cpa3dy BUIIHO, 3aHUMAThCS

7
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9TUM el He BriepBoi. BoKpyr He ObUIO HU IyIIM, U OAMHOKAs JEBYIIKA B IIYCTOM II0JIe MOKa3asach
eMy BHauaJle He nHa4Ye Kak MupaxoM. CJIOBHO OH CMOTpeJT Ha KapTUHY KaKOro-HUOYIb JKUBOITHCIA.
Ho nosipka oTBIIeK1aCh, YTOOBI IPOTEPETH JI00 OT MOTA, — TOTAA BHIIAJIOCH KAPKOE yTPO, — U TIOCMOT-
pena B ero cropoHy. Bosnblime romyOble 171a3a Tak TUICHWIM MOJIOOTO COJIaTa, YToO OH, Ka3asloch,
NpsIMO ceivac MoTepsieT Co3HaHue U yrnazeT. B razax stux O6bu1 Bech Mup. OHa HEXHO YIBIOHYIACH
eMy, loMaxajia pyJykor ¥ BHOBb BEPHYJIACh K padoTe.

B stoT en» MakcuMm oco3Hal, 4To BOIOET He 3a cedsl, He 32 KYCOK 3eMJIM, He 32 CBOMX KOMaH-
IUpoB, BoBce HeT. OH BOIOET 3a TaKUX, KakK BOT 3Ta JEBYILKA, CUASAIIAS HA MIEHbKE B IyCTOM II0JIE
U JIOSIIIYI0 KOPOBY.

Ta cTpaHHast BCTpeya OTreyaranach B €ro CO3HaHUU MO00HO TIIyOOKOMY IHIpaMy W He BBIXO-
Iuia U3 rojioBbl. JIo CHX TOp Kak cBATOM 00pa3 eMy MHOTIJA YyIMIINCh 9TH sSIpKUe TonyOble riiasa.
SIpKuie HaCTOJIBKO, UTO CIIOCOOHBI TPOTHATD BCIO TMY .. .

Tenepb 3Ta IepeBHs CTOsIA 32 €r0 CIMHOM 32 HECKOJIBKO BEPCT OT UX MO3ULIMH, U €CIIU HEMEL
HaJeeTcs JOUTH 0 Hee, TO OH ITyOOKo ommbaercsi. MakcM He MO3BOJIHT.

Hwu wary nazan!

Bnepenu, 3a X0JIMOM, MOCITBIIIAIICS 3BYK, KOTOPBI OH O€30IIMO0YHO OIPEAEIvII KaK IIIyM JBHU-
ratesisi OHOTO U3 (PalIMCTCKUX TaHKOB. ayT. ..

ConpaThl B TpaHILESAX BCIONOIIMINCH, IPULEIIB HA X BUHTOBKAX 3aX0AWIM XogyHoM. [Ipex-
HIOIO YBEPEHHOCTb KaK BeTpOM cayJ0. CepkaHT rPOMKHUM IIENOTOM MPHKa3aJl BCEM COOMIONATh CIO-
KOICTBHE U CITYIIATbCS €0, €CJIU XOTAT BIKUTb.

Makcum kpenko cxan pykosts JAI1-27, 3akpbli1 I1a3 ¥ NPULIETAJICS B CTOPOHY XOJIMa, OTKYa
C MUHYTBI HA MUHYTY JIOJKEH ObLT MOSIBUTHCS MPOTUBHUK. OH kaxaai 3toro. EMy xotenoch, 4ToObl
B MIPUIIEJIE €ro MyJeMETa MOCKOopee OKa3aics (palllucT, KOTOPOro OH MPOIIBET MY/IsIMU HACKBO3b, U
MPUCTYNNT K chenyomeMy. OH cpaboTaeT 4eTKO — KaK 4achl.

I'puika, ero HanapHUK, IOMOTAIOIMI Mepe3apsKaTh MyJIeMET, YKe JepKajl HaroTOBe JAUCKO-
BbIIl MarasuH.

JIBUraTen TaHKOB HEOXKUIAHHO 3arJIOXJIM, 3eMJIs [IepecTasa ApoKarh.

— Yero oHu octaHOBUIMCH? — cripocut ['puiiika.

— He 3na0. ..

Ceparie ero 3akoJ0TUIIOCH OT BoJHeHHUsI. [1o dero xe sxyTkasi TuimmHa! Yro-To ObUIO HE TakK.

Bosznyx pa3opBai CBUCT, ¢ KaXk/I01 CEKYH/I0M CTAaHOBUBIIUKCS Bce rpomye. 1 B aTOoT Mur Mak-
CHM TIOHSLJT, UTO CeTOTHSAIIHUIA 00U OyJeT He TaKMM, Kak OH ceOe MpeCcTaBIIsLI.

— Apruiiepus, JIOKUCH!

Uepesa B3pHIBOB pa3Heciia HEXUIIYIO YacTb OatayiboHa. HarmyranHele conaTbl Opocuimch Bpac-
CBHITTHYIO, MBITAsICh CMIACTUCH OT COMBAIOIIEH C HOT BOJIHBL. VI3 XpaOperoB OHM MpeBpaTUIINCh B Mypa-
BbEB, pa30eraimxcs B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. Bo Bcell 3TOI BakXaHAIMM TSIKENIO ObLUIO pa3odparh, YTO
KpUYaJl CepiKaHT.

Manb4uIiky, TOJbKO BYepa 3aKOHYMBIIME yueOKy, Opocaiu BUHTOBKH, yOeraau B OKOIIBI U,
npsiya rojIoBy B pyKax, 3Bajid MaTepeid v OTIOB, YTOObI Te 3a0paji ux oTciona. belim ere u e, Koro
B3PbIBHI MOMIATHYJIM TaK, YTO OHU HAYMHAJM TOJBIMUA PYKAMHU PBITh 3€MJII0, YTOOBI CIIPSITATHCS OT
3TOr0 OIVIYIIAIOUIETO CBUCTA U IPOXOTA.

Hemiipl mosiBUIHCH U3-32 XOJIMa. YBEPEHHO OHU JIBUTATUCH K X JIMHUM OOOPOHBI, UCTIOb3YS
TaHKU B KaueCTBE YKPBITUH. 7Kesie3HbIe MOHCTPBI, KOTOpbIe OOJBIIMHCTBO U3 COJIAT YBUICIH BIEp-
BbI€ HasIBY, BHYLLIWJIM UM HEMUMOBEPHBIN CTPaX.

[Tpsimo Haj ronoBoi y Makcuma pasaiicsi CBUCT, IOC/IE KOTOPOTO BCE JIULIO €T0 OPOCUIIA KPOBb.
N3-3a nblolero pyyssMy MoTa OH HE Cpa3y IMOHsUI, Ybs UMEHHO KPOBb OKa3aJlach Ha €ro IleKax.
W Tonmbko TOraa, Korjaa OH MallMHAIBHO TOTSHYJICS PyKO# K ['pullike, 4ToObI MOTYyYUTh OUepeTHOM
JMCK-MarasuH JiIsl MyJIeMETa, Bce MOHsI. TOT Jiexkan MepTBbIH, ONePEBIINCH CIIMHOM Ha CTEHY TpaH-
men. [yns yroguia emy npsiMo B J100, yOUB MTHOBEHHO.
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[bstHsAIIAS ¥ Ccilenast HeHaBUCTh 3aBiajeia Makcumom. EMy cTasio ruieBath Ha MpUKa3bl U Ha
TO, 4TO ¢ HUM OyaeT. OH CXBaTHII JIeXKaIIUi Ha 3eMJIe JUcK, 3apsyaut I — Ha 9T0 eMy OHa00MIIOCh
OKOJIO OECATU CGKYHII — W Ha4daJl IMaJiiTb B HEMIICB. BO.HI)IHI/IHCTBO ITyJIb 13 €ro I[H HE OOCTUraio
1IeJTU, BOH3asICh JIMOO B PHIXJIYIO TIOYBY, TUOO B CBEPXIPOUYHYIO OOIIMBKY HACTYIAIOIIETO TaHKa.

MakcuMm Jlake He 3aMeTHI, Kak B CTOPOHY €ro IMyJIEMETHOrO pacuéra MeIJIEHHO TTOBEPHYJICS
CTBOJI TaHKa. HeBuMMas BOJTHA OT BBIMYIIEHHOTO CHapsia ¢ HEBEPOSTHOM CHJION OTOPOCHIIA €r0 B
CTOPOHY U TIOXOPOHMJIA TIO[] 3eMJICH.

Bce 6bU10 KOHUYEHO.
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Yacte 1. Ctapslii BOJIK

Kak u nonoxeno, bopbka 3ajasii B ATh yTpa — HU MUHYTOM TO3%e WM paHbiie. Jlail axom
pasHeccs 10 BCEMy Jiecy, He OCTaBUB 0Oe3 BHHMaHUs MECTHBIX oOurarenieil. CHETMpH U CHHUIIBI,
miedeuyIye Ha BepXyIlIKe COCHbI, CIMINCh B OMHY KYUKy W YJETelu MOJablile OT HapacTalolero
nasi. benka, yMpIBaloIiasi MOpIOYKY YEPHBIMU JIAMTKaMU, TYT K€ CKOJIb3HYJIa B HOPKY MOJAJIBILE OT
BO3MOXXHBIX HEMPUATHOCTEH. [laxke BeTKa COCHBI C MOJIOCKOM CHera IeJIOXHYJIach U OOPOHHIIA CBOIO
HOIIIY MPsIMO HA YEPHBIA HOC HAPYIIUTENsl CIIOKOUCTBUSA. BHYTpU MCHHBI, HABEPHOE, CYILIECTBOBAI
CIeIMAIbHBI MEXaHU3M, OTBEYAIOIIUI 32 TaBKaHbE B OMpe/ieieHHOE BPeMsl, KOTOPBIH ellle HA pa3y
He JaBai oceuky. 6o kak 1o erie 00bSICHUTS, ei-0ory!

Hns Ceprest EpodeeBuya, 0OXOTHUKA C MHOTOJIETHUM CTakeM, Jlail COOaKM yKe TaBHO CIUIICS
CO 3BYKOM COOCTBEHHOTO [IBIXaHWsI WJIM OMEHHEM Ceplilia — HACTOJBKO OH MPUBBIK K Hemy. EnuH-
CTBEHHOE, YTO MOIJIO HACTOPOXKUTH CTAPOr0 OXOTHUKA, — 3TO TO, KaK UIMEHHO JiaeT ero nec. OH rotoB
ObLT MOKJISICTBCSI, YTO BOpbKa yMen pasroBapvBaTh ¢ HUM Ha CBoeM, cobaubeM si3bike. K mpumepy,
€CJIM BO BpeMsI IPOMBICIIA I7Ie-TO HeJaJIeKO OPOIMII XUIIHUK, TIeC TYT K€ HAUMHAJ CKATUTHCS U TUXO
pbluaTh, HE OTPbIBas YEPHBIX IIa3 OT MECTa, OTKY/a MOYysuI 3anax. VIMeHHO Te 3ByKH, 4TO U3[aBall
Bopbka, nomoramu Cepreio 3apaHee MpoAymarh JajibHeuIe AeicTBUs. BbiBasio, 4To mec mpocTo
JIOKUJICS Ha 3eMJTI0, IIETUHUIICS ¥ TUXO TOCKYJIMBAJI, TEM CaMbIM MPeayNpeskaasi O HaJBUTAIOLIENCs
Herorozie. Bot u ceituac Cepreid, eBa pa3yienus I7a3za Mocjie CHa, M0 YMOJISIOIIMM HOTKaM B Jiae,
KaK BcerJa, MOHsLI, YTO IMEHHO XOUeT CKa3aTh €ro Ha/Ie’KHbI TOBAPHUILL.

— O60xau co xparBoit, bopbka! [lait XOTh Ha HOTW BCTaTh!

VYcnbliaB XpUILIOBAThINA rooc U3 xubdapel, Bopbka TyT ke 3aMOJIK U CTasl IIOKOPHO OKUIATh
XO3gM1Ha.

Uepes cuity OH pazjienil BOASHUCTHIE T1a3a. ['ycThle OpOBU MMOYTH CPOCIUCH Y TIEPEHOCHIIH,
MpujaBasi eMy XMypblid Buf. PoT cripsitaiicst B 3apociisix MOMyCeqou, JKeCTKOM OOpObl, JOCTAIOIen
1oyt 10 camot rpyau. CalibHble BOJIOCH KO€-KaK MOACTPUKEHbI COOCTBEHHBIMU YCUITUSIMU U HATIO-
MUHaU GoJbllie BOPOHbE rHe3/10. CHs Ha KPOBATH, OH Ka3aJics JKaJIKUM, CKPIOYEHHBIM CTApUKOM,
HO CTOWJIO €My BCTaTh B MOJHBIM POCT, KaK TYT € OH MPeBpAIlaJICsl B BBICOKOTO MYKUYUHY, C AJIUH-
HBIMU BOJIOCATHIMU PYUHILAMH U ITMPOYSHHBIMU MOKATHIMHU 1IeyamMu. OH HATOMUHA Me/IBe s, TIPO-
Oy/IMBIIIerocsl TIOCIIE J0AToM 3UMHEH crisiuku. Jlaxke B ero HeOBOJIbHOM BOPYAHUU YJIABIMBAIOCH
Me/IBekKbe pblUaHbe.

K11 OXOTHUK B cTapoil OpeBeHYaTol XuOapKe, IOCTPOSHHON TaBHBIM-JIABHO €IIIe er0 OTIIOM.
Jlepxaiack OHa Ha JOOPOM CJIOBE M HYXJJaJlach B XOPOIIIEM peMOHTe, 10 KoToporo y Ceprest pyKH Tak
1 He Joxonwii. Beemy BUHON ObLTa He JieHb, @ CKOpee OTCYTCTBHE BTOPOM Maphl pyK, 0e3 KOTOPBIX
MOYMHKA XVKMHBI B €0 HEMOJIOJIOM BO3pacTe OblIa TPYJHOOCYIIECTBUMOM.

U Bce ke, HECMOTps Ha yApyvalolliee Hapy:KHOE COCTOSIHUE, BHYTPU XMKUHBI ObLJIO JIOBOJBHO
yIOTHO. B camMOM IieHTpe eqMHCTBEHHOW KOMHATKHU CTOsUIa OypXKyHKa, OCHOBHOM UCTOYHUK TerlIa.
PsiioM ¢ Hell pa3eouHbli CTOMN C KEPOCMHOBOM JIAMITOM, IIe OXOTHUK CBEXKEBaJI TOOBITYIO UM IUYb.
B ocranbHOM, KpoMe MapoukH MOJIOK, I7Ie XPaHWJIOCh Bce HEOOXOMUMOE, B XMXKHUHE OOJIbIle HUYEro
He OBLIO.

Cepreii TOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO HOTH €TI0 32 HOUb YCIIeNN 03510HYTh. OH MPUJIOKUI PYKY K OpeBeH-
YaTol CTeHe W, MPOUISACH MO Hell JIaJ0HbI0, OIIYTHII XOJIONOK. [IpucMoTpeBIMCh, 3aMeTHIT HeOOITb-
HIYIO I1IeJb, Yepe3 KOTOPYI0 CKBO3MII MOPO3. BeIpyraBIich, OH y:ke MPeABKYIIal yTPO ¢ HEMPUBbIY-
HOW JIJIs1 HETO YaIlIKU TopsiYero yas.

Boppka oOHarsien ¥ peli HapyiuTh TUIIMHY 3BOHKHUM JIaeM, HAIIOMUHAsI O CBOEM TIPUCYT-
CTBUH.

— Ha uny 4, araman! Uny! — ckazan Ceprei u OTKaIwisics.
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2

Iec cunen Bozse OyaKH, CMEPEHHO HaOJT0/1as1 32 X039MHOM. YepHO-pbikast MOpIa KaJIOCTINBO
HaKJIOHsIach, Korga Cepreil Ha CeKyHAy OTBJIEKAJICS OT 3a/Ie/IbIBAHUSA IIENI B CTeHe, YTOOBI TIOTSI-
HYTbCS 32 CJICAYIOIIUM I'BO3JEM U3 CTEKJISTHHON OaHKH.

Cnycrst yac oTBepcCTHe B 3axyaaion xubdapke ObuIo 3a1enaHo, u Cepreid, OTOWAS Ha HECKOJIBKO
I1aroB Ha3aJj, OCMOTPEJ CBOE TBOPEHUE.

JlpeBHUe Kak MUp OpeBHA, HAJIOXKEHHBIE IPYT Ha IPyra, CO3/1aBATH YIpyJalollee BlievaTieHue.
[TpoceBias 3a MHOKECTBA 3MM KpbIIlIa MECTAMU MPOXYAUIACh. BhUI0 HEOOXOOMMO KaKAbIA MECSI
XOTs1 Obl pa3, Ja 3afeNblBaTh ABIPHl B HEW 3arulaTaMu, Kak Ha M3HOIIEHHBIX mTaHax. [lake Oynka
Boppku, B KOTOPO# TOT HOUEBAJI, AABHO MOKOCHJIACH U IPO3KWIACH PA3BATIUTHCS B JIOOYIO CEKYH/Y.
Jla elrie v CHer, BHE3aITHO YIABIIIHI aX B CepeuHe OKTIOPsI, Co3/1aBajl OOJBINME MPOOJIEMBI.

— M-pa... — Cepreil orisiie1 3aCHEXEHHYIO 32 OIHY TOJIBKO HOYb MECTHOCTb. — [Tpombicen
o0OemraeT ObITh HEMPOCTHIM, BOpBK.

INec Tuxo 3ackynui, Kak Obl OATBEp:KAasl cIoBa Xo3siHA. OH MOJIOKMIT MOPAY Ha 3eMITI0 U
BCEM CBOMM BUIOM JIaBaJI [TOHSITh, YTO €My HEBBIHOCMMO CMOTPETh Ha ITYCTON METAUINIECKUH Ta3UK
BO3JIe ero jarl. [TogoOHBIf TPIOK Ica cpadboTa Obl C KeM YrOTHO U TOT Yepe3 MUHYTY JaJl Obl Oef-
HsATe M0ecTh, HO ¢ CepreeM 3TOT MPUEMUHK He MPOKATHIBAJI. YK OH-TO 3HAJI, YTO HEJb3s1 OaI0BaTh
’KUBOTHOE, KaK Obl CHJIBHO OHO HE CTPOUJIO TeOe r1a3Ku. TONBKO CTPOruM MOPSIIKOM U AUCIATUIMHOM
MOXHO CIeJIaTh U3 TIIYNON JBOPHSIKKU HACTOSIIETO OXOTHUYBETO TICa.

PoBHO B miecth yTpa cyacmimBas Mopaa Bopbku OKyHysIach B MEJKO Hape3aHHbIe KyCOUKH
Msica. XBOCT-POTraJIuK MOTAJICSI U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY Kak romeno. [ss Ha nica, Cepreit mogymat,
KaK e XOpOIIO ObITh TAKMM BOT BOPBKOH — *KpH /1a CIIM, ¥ HUYEro OOJbIlie He HAaJ0 JIsl CYaCTIMBOM
KU3HH.

INo npuBbruke Ceprei cell Ha MOJIEHO PSAIOM, TIOJIAIUII TICa IO CIIMHE M TPUHSIICS 3aBTPaKaTh
ropstyeit OBCSIHKOM. BOKpyT cTosiia MepTBasi TUILIMHA, HapyllaeMasi JIUIIb YaBKaHbeM bopbku. bernblit
KaK MOJIOKO CHET OCJIeTIJISUI, OTpaskasi Iyuu OJieJHOTO coiHIa. [Jo yero Opu1o mpUsTHO MPOCTO MOCH-
AETh ¥ HACTAAUTHCS TIPOXJIATHBIM YTPOM.

— Hy 4ero, bopbka... — Cepreil noryiaaui rca 1o 3arpuBKy ¥ 3aKypus Maxopky. — aem Ha
BTOPOI1 3ax0/1?

[Nec 1OBOMBHO PHIKHYI, M OXOTHHUK CYEJ 9TO 3a COIJIACHe.

3

Jlo pomHOI nepeByIIKY MyTh ObUT HE OMM3KKM, HO Oarofapsi KOBpY CHera, OOMJIbHO TOKPBIB-
IIeMy Bech Jiec 3a cuuTanbie THU, Cepreit HamepeBasicsl ObITh Ha MecTe yxke K Beuepy. B 3Tom oTmaHO
MOMOTAJT CHETOCTYTIbI, KOTOPBIE OH 3aXBaTHII C COOOM Kak Hesb3s KeTaTu. UyiKa 0 HaJIBUTAIoIIeMCsT
CHEre He I0/IBea.

Bopbka Oexain Briepequ, 1aBHO 3Hast JIopory. JIUIb u3peika OH OCTAHABJIUBAJICS BO3JIE TIPH-
[JITHYBIIIErOcs JIepeBa, CIIeNTHO OOHIOXUBAJI, JIe/IaJl CBOM cOOauby MOTPEOHOCTH M CHOBA OeKaJl BIie-
pelu TUIaHeThl BCe.

Bmke k nonynHio Cepreil ycTpousT HeOOJBIION TIPUBA, YTOOB 3aKypUTh M 3aMOPUTH UYep-
Bsiuka. [lca Toxe He 00/eNnI, KHHYB eMy Tapy 3apaHee 3aroTOBJIEHHBIX KyCOYKOB Msica. OXOTHUK
OCEHWJIO, YTO He TIOMEeIIayio Obl eMy B JepeBHE 3alacTUCh YyTh OOJBIIMM KOJTMUYECTBOM MaXOpKH,
MOCKOJIBKY KYpHJI YK OH OYeHb MHOTO B TMocjiefHee BpeMs. K ToMy ke 3ayMaHHBII UM TPOMBICEIT
Ha BCIO 3UMY 00eIna ObITh He U3 JIeTKUX. HyTpoM OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO B 3TOM rofy OyeT 0COOeHHO
XOJIONHO, U MOSTOMY PEIIWI ClenaTh 1Ba 3aX0/la B JEPEBHIO 32 BCeM HEOOXOIUMBIM, TaK KakK He
CMOT YBE3TH BCIO TIPOBU3HUIO 32 OIMH 3aX0/l. 3MMOM € OHO KakK, BCEro Hy)KHO B JiBa pa3a OoJblie:
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W BOOOYKH U1 COrpeBa, U €1bl IJIA CUJIbI, U TIATPOHOB IJIA PYKbs, KOTOPBIC BCCTIa MOI'YT OTCBLIPETD.
3uMyIIKa-MPOKa3HHUIIA HEM3MEHHO 3a0MpaeT OOJIbIIe BCEX, TIO3TOMY U 3aracathCst HajIo MOJTyYIIIe.

Ckopo Cepreii noOpajicsi 10 pedkH, elie He ycheBien 3aMmep3HyTh. Ha Gepery crosiia jioaka
ISl TIeperpaBbl, €l OH TIOJb30BAJICS eIlle HEeNMI0 Ha3ajl, KOrja BIEpBbIe IeJ B CBOH OXOTHHYHMN
nomuk. HayyeHHbI yacTeiMu oxonamu bopbka 3adpasicst Ha 60pT, u Ceprero TOJIbKO | OCTaBaJIoCh,
YTO OPOCUTH BECh TIOXOIHBIN CKapO PSIOM C TICOM U CITYCTUTb JIOIKY Ha BOILY.

Crosl Ha HOCY JIOOKU U BBITSIHYB MOpPIY BIIEpEel, OH HAIIOMMHAJ TaJIbIOHHYIO (PUTYpYy CTaporo
napycHoro kopaossi. C moOOIBITCTBOM IeC paccMaTpuBall COOCTBEHHOE OTPaKeHHE B ILIBIBYIIUX
CKJIJIKaX BOJIH 10/ Beciamu. JIIoOOIBITCTBO Tica 3a0aBJIsjIo OXOTHHKA.

Uepes nonyaca BBIIUIM Ha Oeper Bo3Jie OOMBIIOro OyJIbIKHUKA TPEYTOJIbHON (POPMBI — 3/1AKOTO
3HaKa Jyist OcTaHOBKM. Cepredl OTTAIIWI JIOAKY KaK MOXHO JaJjibllle, 3aKPeruyl CHErOCTYIIbl U TPO-
JOJIKUJT TIOXO]] B JIEpeBHI0. MIATH OCTaBaJIOCh BCEro HUYETO.

4

OH noOpaJics 10 JepeBHU, KOT/Ia COTHIIE HAMEPEBAJIOCh UCUE3HYTh 32 ropu3oHTOM. UyTh Oosiee
aecsiTka OpeBeHYaThIX U30 Hapsy ¢ capasMy M XJIEBAMU MUPHO MMOKOUJIMCH Ha MyCTHIPE, OKPYKEH-
HBIE CO BCEX CTOPOH TYCThIM JiecoM. Heckonbko MyXHKOB KOJIOJNM JpOBa Ha 3UMY, CKJIabIBas UX
B TOJIEHHUITY. PeOATUINIKY UIpaiuch B CHEXKH, MpsYach 3a capaeM U OporieHHou Teseroi. ['ycroit
IbIM, MY U3 IBIMOXOJIOB, TIOACKA3bIBA, YTO XO3SNKU BOBCIO TOTOBSITCS K MPECTOSIIEMY Y)KUHY.

Bopeka, y3HaB pofHbIe TPOCTOPHI, TYT ke oOexka K urpaoieii nersope. Cepreii ke He TOpo-
MIWJICSI, XOTEJIOCh €My TPOMTHUCH MOAOJIBIIIE MO0 OKPECTHOCTSM JIEPEBYIIKHM, KaK Obl MPOIIAsCh C HEel
Ha JIOJITUE TPU MecsIa, B TeUeHHe KOTOPBIX MPEICTOUT eMY KUTh COBCEM OJJHOMY B JIECHOW TITYIIIH.

— Cepreit Epodeenuy, BepHyscs!

Ilepseim ero 3ametuit I'enka [leTpoBuy, ux cenbckuii Bpay. BHelHe OH COBEPIIEHHO HE BIU-
ChIBAJICSI B 3/ICIIHUI KOHTHUHIECHT, COCTOSIIIMIA U3 OJHHUX KOJXO3HUKOB. BRGNS €ro He TOJNbKO
MaJIeHbKME OUKHU-TIOJIOBMHKH Ha MEPEHOCHIIE M BCer/ia IMIa Ko BHIOPUTOE JIMILIO C ONIeCTSIIe KOKeH,
HO ¥ MaHepa peyu, 3/1akast MHTeJUTUTeHTHAs, TOPOJICKasi, C BKPAIUIEHUSIMA YMHBIX CJIOBEYEK, 10 KOTO-
PbIX HE KaKOblii MECTHBIN JIOTIPET. A ele ObUT OH yXKaCHO Xy/AbIM, KaK CKeJIeT, U AJIsI CBOUX IIECTh-
AECSTH C XBOCTUKOM BBITJISIIEN JOBOJILHO MOJIOJO.

[MomuMo cBOEl OCHOBHOW JESITEIBHOCTH, | €Ha Tak:ke sSIBJISJICS COCPeJOTOUSHUEM KYyIbTYPHI B
nepeByike. KiameseM 3Toii caMoi KyJIbTYphI ObLIa €ro TMYHast OMOIMOoTeKa, KOTOPOW OH XBACTaJICs
npu 10060M ynooHoM ciydae. C ero cjioB, y Hero ObUIM 3HAMEHHUTHIE KJIACCHKH, KaK 3apyOexHbIe,
Tak 1 Hamy. OH OXOTHO JeJTUJICS KHMKKaMH C MECTHBIMH, TIPH YCIIOBUH, UTO Te OYIyT BO3BPAIIIEHbI
B 1IEJIOCTH U COXPAHHOCTH.

Cepreio Tak X0Tesnoch M30€KaTh BCTPEUH C STUM UyAECHBIM, HO JIO YCTAIN HACTHIPHBIM YeJio-
Bekom! Ho, BuzaTh, He cynp0a.

— 3napaBcTByi, ['eHa, — ¢ HaTYXXHOM yIbIOKOM cka3an Ceprei.

— HagepHnoe, ko MHe Ha nipuem?

— [a ner, g TyT... [Ipombicen y MeHs, BpeMs KMeT.

— Ciymaii, 310 y)e HU B Kakue BOpoTa, — rojioc ['eHbl 3Byyasl HpaBOy4uTe bHO. — ThI ele
MecsIII Ha3a]| KJISUICS 3aiTH, a Tereph BOT AOTSHYJ — Ha OXOTY yoeraemib. Kak ManbunK MaJleHbKU,
eit-6ory! Bapocibiii sxe yenoBek ! — OH nogoiesn Oniske ¥ nepeen Ha 1menot: — Hexopommii y te6s
karenb, Cepreii EpodeeBuy, B camom nene Hexopormid. OcMOTpeTh TeOsl Hy’KHO Kak Clie/TyerT.

W peiicTBUTENBHO BOT yke HECKOJIbKO MecsieB y Ceprest U3 pa3a B pa3 MOSBIISIICS HETIPUST-
HBI TakoW Kamiesb ¢ XpunoTuon. MHorma, 6siBano, 6osena rjoTKa Tak, YTo BHYTpU OYATO KOIIKH
apany. VI BOT ¢ MecsII] Ha3ajl, COBCEM HEKCTaTH, PACKAIIUTSJICS OH Mepejt MPOXOASIM MUMO [ eHKOiA.
Tot cpasy e ero 3a pyKy u moBen kK cede B JIoM Ha ocMOTp, HO Cepreid B MOCJSTHUA MUT YCIIeN
YrOBOPHUTH Bpaya Ha TO, YTOOBI OCMOTPEJN OH €ro BeuepoM. B TOT JeHb JKyTKO OH ObUT 3aHSAT MOATO-
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TOBKOM K TPEJICTOAIIEMY MPOMBICITY. DTUM ke BeuepoM oOelliaHie KaK-TO Mo3a0bUIoch, KaK U BCE
nocyieqyiomye. B cpaBHEHUM ¢ TaMOITHUMU OKPYKAIOIIMMH ero 3a00TaMy Kaiieib 3TOT BBINIsIET
CYILIUM ITyCTSIKOM.

— Bort uto, I'eH, s ceftuac gouay 10 Xarsl. . .

— Onarb ThI 32 cBOE?

— ..M KJISHYCh TeOe, uTo BeuepkoM 3adery. Hy nmpaBaa, men no ropso. 1o xe xj1ed Moi!

— A TBOe 3710pOBbe — MOH XxJieO, 3Haemb ! — ['eHa siBHO cepowics. — Eii-Oory, Opory Bac
BCEX K YepTOBOW MaTepu U Ha (hpoHT moiiay. Tam s Kyaa Hy)KHee, YeM 3/1eCh C BaMH, HACTBIPHBIMH.

— I'eH, BOT TeOe KpecT, Beuepom Oyay! PasrpeOy Bce 3aiymMaHHOE M Kak IITHIK Oyay. — Bcemu
custamu Ceprei MbITajicss Kak MOXKHO CKOpee 3aKOHUUTD TOT Pa3roBOpP U MUPHO PA3OUTHCh.

— Hy, cmotpu mue, Cepreit EpogeeBud. .. — Bpau 06110 OTHSIT pyKY, YTOOBI TOTPO3UTD MaTb-
1eM, J1a He ctaj. — KaneTb HoToM OyJienib.

sIBHO He moBepuB cioBam Cepres, ['eHa ymen oOpaTHO B cBOIO xubdapy. UToObl He paccTpan-
BaThb CEJIbCKOTO Bpaua, 0e3 BCSIKMX HAPEKAHUI JEeHCTBUTENILHO 30JI0TOTO YeJOBeKa B MX MaJeHbKOM
MOCEJIeH!H, OH BCE K€ TeTlepb TOYHO PEIIWII 3alTH 3TUM BEYEPOM Ha MPUEM.

Jo¥zsi 1o KOHIIa ABOpa, Iie Ha OTIIMOE CTOSUT €ro IOMUK, OH BCTPETUJ ellle OHOTO JIpyra:

— Cepera! 3mopoBo, 6patok! Ha BTOpo# 3axon?

— W Tebe He xBoparh, Bacbka. Bropoi, BTOpoO#, MPUXOOUTCSI BOT OAHOMY Terephb KOIO-
mmThes. .. Kak xo3s1iictBo?

— Jla kakoe x03s1icTBO! MypeHKy MpHIILIOCh 3aKOJIOTh, COBCEM OHA OIpsIXJiesia, MOJIOKA He
nasana. bec ero Tenepb 3HaeT, Ij1ie BTOPYIO KOPOBY B35ITh B Hallle-TO HEMpOCcToe BpeMsi. BoiiHa, Kak-
HUKaK. ..

Cepreil OCTAaHOBWJICS, TSIKEIO B3AOXHYJ U TIOBTOPHJI PO ceOst TO MEP3KOE CIIOBO. ..

Boiina.

B necy kak-To 1 3a0BIBaJIOCH, YTO ceiluac B MUpE TBOPUTCS 4epT-Te uTo. B xubapke Bpems
IIJI0 MeJICHHee, M BCe UyJIIIOCh, OYITO Ha JPYroil OH IUIaHeTe Haxoawics. Y BOT cTonsIo ToUTH /10
TaKOW BOT MaJICHBKOM AEPEBYIIKH, KaK TYT ke BO3BPAIIAJICS B JKECTOKYIO PEATbHOCTb.

Boiina.

Heckomnbko mMecsiiieB mpomuio ¢ Tex Mop, Kak 3[elIHee HacelleHne YOaBIIIOCh TIOUTH HAToJO-
BUHY. Mosozbie pedsita, CriocoOHbIe AepXkaTh OpYXKHe B PyKax, CTPEMUJIUCH yOekaTh Kak MOXKHO
Jajbllie OT HACKYYMBIIEH UM KU3HH B fiepeBHe. C rPOMKUMH CJIOBaMH O 3aIlIATe POAMHBI U CKPbIBast
MCTUHHOE XesaHue O0exXaTb B MeCTO, O KOTOPOM TOJIBKO B KHIKKAX YMTAJIM, OHM OOHUMAJIM CBOUX
Martepei ¥ OTIOB, CAIWJIUCh B TPY30BUKH, YBO3UBIIIME UX TO JIU HA CMEPTh, TO JIX B TY CaMyIO HOBYIO
ku3Hb. Cepreil MpekpacHo 3HaJI, YTO TAKOE BOMHA U C YeM ee elAT. [lo CHX Op OH MOMHMIT KasK/IyIo
CEeKyHy OKOIHBIX 00eB [lepBoil MUPOBOA, CIIBIIIAI 10 HOYaM TOJI0Ca TIOTHOIINX TOBAPUIIIEH, KOTO-
pble SIBJISUTMCH M BO CHE U Jlake HasiBy, Kak npuspaku. O 1a, eMy BEIOMO, KaKoro 3T0 — BoeBarh. Ta
BOIHA M3MEHUJIA €T, C/IeNala JPYTUM. ..

VImeHHO mo3TOMY pellieHre OTITYCTUTh POJAHOTO ChIHA Ha (DPOHT JaJI0Ch €My HeJIerKo.

MakcrMKa Bcerga MeuTasl BHIOpaThCsl U3 STOrO 3aXOJIYCThsl, M HACTYNHBINAS BOMHA BKYIIE C
MIPUINIEIIIEH MOBECTKOM CTana JAjsl Hero OTIMYHBIM moBoxoM. OTiia OH mocTaBuil nepes (hakToMm,
Korjga codupain Ben. ToT IeHb 10 CUX MOpP HE BBIXOAWJ y HETO U3 T'OJIOBHI:

— Tol kyna 310 codpasncs? — Cepreid CHsUT AJIbTO ¥ TIPOMAaXHYJICS, KOTZIa XOTEeN MOBECUTh €T0
Ha KPIOYOK, HO He 00paThII Ha 3TO HUKAKOro BHUMaHus1. He 1o manbTo eMy ObLIo, KOrna yBUIE OH
HaroJio OOPUTOro ChiHA, COOMPAIOITIETO B MEIIOK CBOU TIOKUTKHU.

MakcuM He OTBevall, Jiesiasi BUJ, YTo He 3aMevaeT OTIa.

— 41 Tebs cipanmmBaio?!

— Bynro ThI He 3Haenb!
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V Cepres B ropiie nepecoxyio. OH CJIOBHO yBuzen ceOsi CO CTOPOHBI IBAAIATH C JIMIITHAM JIET
Hazaj, OIUH B OfMH. HauBHBIN JypayoK, pelvBIINIA TPOMEHSTH JEPEBSIHHYI0 BUHTOBKY Ha HACTO-
SILITYIO.

— He nymty, — tBepno npousHec Ceprei, 3aCJIOHUB J1BEPb.

— Orerr. ..

Barsaa chiHa ynan Ha rpy3oBoit 3WJI, Motop KoToporo Kauuiss Bo gBope. Mosoaslie Majb-
YHIIKY, BCE TIOTOJIOBHO MaKCHUMKHHBI JPY3bsi, MPOIIAIUCH C PHIAOIIUME MaTepsamu. JKamu pyku
OTIIaM, 3aKypHBAaBIIMM TPEThIO IUTapKy noapsija. HeTUIKY MOMIIAAIIe OKPYKWIM TPY30BHK Kak
MYXH1 BapeHbE U PA3IIS/IBIBAIN KaKAYIO JEeTabKY.

— Y Hac paboTHI KakK y Jelero B jecy 3a00t1! Ham k cremyromemMy MpoMBICTY B XHOape KPhIITy
MOMEHSTh HaIOOHO, TIOJIATaTh eIlle TaM 10 MeJIoYaM KOe-4ero.

— Kako#, k simpénoit pene, mpomeicen?! — ronoc MakcuMKy noBeicHiICs. — Thl BOOOIIE B 3TOM
MUpe KHUBelb?!

— A-10? Y3k B 3TOM MUpE KUBY, CBIHOK, U IPEKPACHO ITIOHUMAIO, 4TO IIporcxoamT. [lanansl co
JBOpA MPBITHYJIA B KY30B, U Thl BMECTE C HUIMU XBOCTHKOM? UTOOBI CTBITHO HE ObLIO?

— Jaii npoiru. ..

— Omymaiicsi, mypbs Thl Oamka! Beap Huuero He 3Haens o BoiiHe! Huveromensku! Tam you-
BaIOT, IIOHUMAEIIb Thl 3TO?!

Ho MakcnmMka mpojoimkan MpOTHCKMBATLCS K BEPH, CTapaTeIbHO MPOITyCKas MUMO YIIEH
ciosa otia. U Torma Cepreil He BeIAeprKall, CXBaTHJI ChIHA 32 BOPOT CBUTEPA U MPUTSHYJI K ceoe.

— Orcuaucsk 31ech no-tuxomy. TeOs He xBatsaTcs. Exenut npusiet KTo, Tak CKaxeM, 4To B JIecy
THI, CO MHOW! A OHM TaK JIaJieKo 3a TOOOW OJHUM He MOTPYTCS.

Makcrma 3To HM Karuti He repeyoeanio.

— Crunemnb xe! YobioT TeOs1! Yobtot! — kpuyan Cepreit, TUII0 KOTOPOTO BbIpakajao HEHABUCTD
1 3200Ty OIHOBPEMEHHO. MaKCHMKa COTMPOTHBJISIICA M B KOHEYHOM CUETe BBIPBAJICS W3 KPEMKOM
XBAaTKH, a 3aTeM yrnaJ Ha noJ1. [1pu Bue pomHOro chiHa, JIEKAIIero Ha 1mojty, B rosiose Cepresi HonoOHO
HAaBaXJEHUIO TIOSIBUJIOCh BOCIIOMUHAHHUE U3 JAJIEKOro Mponuioro. Ere coBceM MIKeT ¢ MOJIOYHBIMU
3y0amu JiexxuT MakcrMKa Ha 3emJyie, TPOMKO TulaueT M JeP:KUTCS 3a HOXKKY, KOTOPYIO BBIBUXHY,
Korja copBajics ¢ sionoHu. bieqHoe TMYMKo OIECTUT OT clie3, B CBETIBIX BOJIOCaX rpsi3b. Kpuuut o
KaoOHO:

— Ilanenbka! ITanenbka!

U Cepreii, OpoCMB HauMINIATh PYKbe, OCKUT HA KPBUIBIIO, BUANT XJIUIKOE TEJIbIE PHIAAIOIIETO
CbIHA Y KMJIAETCSI €ro OOHMMATh, YCIIOKAUBATh, IENTATh HA YIIKO, YTO OOJIb TPOUIET, HY’KHO TOJIBKO
noteprets. Toraa eMy Mokas3ajoch, YTO OH MOTEPsUT ChlHA, €IMHCTBEHHOE POJHOE eMy U OIn3Koe
co3ganue Ha 3ToM cBete. Het y Hero GoJibliie HUYero 3a Aymiou, KpoMe MaKCUMKH.

W BOT Tenepp, mocie CTONbKHX JIET, MPOXUTHIX BMECTE, CEpALIE €ro CJIOBHO TOKOM YIapuJo,
Kak Torja.

Ternepp 3T0 yke He TOT Mal@aH, yTo ObLT MHOTO JIeT Ha3aj. Ilepen HUM CTOST My KYMHA
— KPENKUM, JIOBKUWA U BBIHOCJIMBBIN, IBAIIATH JIBYX JIET OT poiay. ByaTo ¢ Hero pucoBayiv Bce 3TH
TUIAKaThl C COJIIATaMU, Pa3BEIIaHHbIE TYT U TaM.

He Bcraas ¢ nona, MakcuMKa KpUKHYJI:

— Jlyuiiie TaM CI0XHY, YeM B JIbIpE ITOi!

W, BckounB Ha HOTH, HarpaBWiICcs K IBepu. Cepreii He CAaeTcs U ellle pa3 MbITaeTcsl yOeauTh
ero 6pocuThb 310 Aeno. Bapyr onymaercs!

Ho MakcuMka yxe 3aje3 B Ky30B K TOBapHILlaM, MOIEIOBA B IIEYKH MPOBOXKAIOIIUX JEBYO-
HOK, TIOMaxaJl BCeM COOpPaBIIMMCS, U TPY30BUK TPOHYIICS.

Iocnenuuit pa3 Cepreii riakas, Korja norudsia xkeHa BOCEMHAIaTh JeT Ha3al. Tsokeno emy
Jajach yTpaTa Cylpyr U Tak Xke TsDKello jaercs... Her, eie He yTpaTa, pacCTaBaHUE C CHIHOM.
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C 1ex mop MUHYJIO HECKOJIbKO MecsilieB. BoitHa Oblla B caMoM pasrape, a oT MakCUMKH Tak
Y HE TPUIIUIO HU OJJHOW BECTOYKH.

— Mozxer, o promaxe, Ceper? Uto ckaxerb? 3a qOOpHII poMbice!

— B apyroii pa3, — HemHoro nogymas, orBeTii1 Cepreil. BeIiTh eMy 0ueHb XOTes0Ch, HO, YBBI,
HE MOT' — YTPOM HY’KHO BCTaTh paHo, 06e3 TSKeJoi Oalku. — A oT TabauuIlKa He OTKaxych. Bumain,
CHET yke BbIMaj, B okTsi0pe! Ilnoxoi 310 3HaK. 3uMa oOeriaeT ObITh XOJOJHOM, JIMIITHUM JIeTKHe
porpeTh He OyJeT.

— Byzner Te6e kypeBo. ' pammoB aBectu otchinmo. Ho ¢ TeOs mynHuHbI, KOraa Mpuaelib nocie
MIPOMBICIIA.

— Kakas eme nmymarHa? Thl MHE € IPOIIIOTo rojia Oaphliy 3a TPU IIKYPbI A0JiKeH. Wi yero
yayMaJl.

— INomuuT, cmotpu! EcTh emmie B Gariike mopox. .. Yropopuii! Bedepom KypeBo 3aHecy B yIiaty
aonra.

— JIBecTu mATHAECAT rPaMMOB, — CEPbe3HBIM TOHOM 3asiBul Cepreid.

— 370 elle ¢ Kakoro nepenyry?

— A 3TO CBepXy, 3a TEpIIEHHUE MOE KeJIe3HOe.

Bacbka maxHys1 pykoi.

— XpeH ¢ ToO0M, JOCHIILITIO.

Cepreii yXMBUTBHYJICS ¥ IIOOPENT Jasiblile. Backimii OKJIMKHYIT ero:

— Cepera, noroau! 3asepkuch Ha MUHYTY!

My>XHK CKpBIICS B IOME M COBCEM CKOpo nofdesxai k Cepreio ¥ pOTsIHYJI eMy HEMHOTO TIOMSi-
THI OyMaXHBII TPEYTONbHUK U YTO-TO 3aBEPHYTOE B CBETJIO-3€JIEHYIO TKaHb.

— Jlypbst Mos1 TOJIOBa, 5 ke coBceM 3anamsroBas! Buepa noura npumuia, a Tam. ..

OcCTOpOXHO, CJIOBHO XpYIKOe cTeks0, Ceprei B3sul B PyKU NUCbMO, CJIOKEHHOE TPEYTrOJIbHU-
KOM, M 3araJIoyHyio mochUiKy. [71a3a oxoTHHKa 3a0iectenu, KOrja yBUIeT OH 3HAKOMBIN TOYEpK,
KOTOPHIM OBLJIO HAIMCAHO Ha3BaHKE MX JEPEBYIIKU U €r0 COOCTBEHHOE UMSI.

— Makcumka? — cripocun Bacek, He oTpeiBast B3rmisiaa ot Cepresi, CKUMAIOIIETO TPOKAIIIMU
pyKamu OyMaskKHbI TPEYTONbHHUK.

— Cnacu6o, — Tuxo npoOyOHWMI OH, HE OTpBIBas IJIa3 OT MKCbMA, M HAMPABUIICS B CTOPOHY
CBOETO JioMa. Bacst xoTen ObUIO €r0 OCTAaHOBUTbH, HO JIMIIb MPUBBIYHO MAaXHYJI PYKOH M HAIpaBUIICS
K ceOe B XIKHHY.

5

Cepreii He Toponwics pa3BopauMBaTh MUCbMO. OXOTHUK CeJ 3a CTOJ U CBEPIWJ B3IVISAOM
OyMakHbBI TPEYTOJIBHUK, paccMaTpuBasi COOCTBEHHOE MMsI M JJBa HITaMIIa C JIOTUIATOW M a/IpecoM
OTIPaBKH.

OH 3/1a71 9TOI CEeKyH/Ibl BOT YK€ HECKOJIBKO MecsleB. Bee Hanesics, uto MakcuMKa nepecra-
HET Ha Hero 3JIMThCS M HAKOHEIl YepKaHeT XOTs Obl mapy ciioB. [lneBarh, 4to Oy/neT HamMcaHo, HO
3aTO MMCHMO OT €r0 POJHOIO ChHA!

Boppka noporiesn K X03sMHY 1 OJIOKUI MOPIY Ha €ro KOJIEHO, Kak Obl TOXKE JKeJasi POCIyIIaTh
coziepkaHue MIucbMa.

[MepoiM metom Cepreii BCKpbUT TOCBUTKY. OH pa3Bs3a 6e4€BKy, yOpaa B CTOPOHY MOTPENaH-
HYIO TKaHb U YBHJIEJ TOHEHBKYIO KHIKKY CHHEro 1ieta. Ha Mectamu noreproii 00I05KKe MO30JI0TOM
KypcuBoM ObL10 HarmucaHo «JlepmontoB M.IO.». PoOKo, epexkuBasi 3a COCTOSTHIE KHUTH, OH OTK PbLT
ee Ha MepBoii cTpanuie. Tam, MOMUMO N300pakeHHs CAMOTO aBTOpa B OBAIBHOM paMKe BHU3Y ObLIO
Takke Ha3BaHue «CTUXOTBOpeHus». Ceprelo Tak CHIIBHO MOHPABUIICS MOAAPOK, YTO OH MPHKAJ €ro
K ry0aM 1 TMOHIOXaJT KOPEIIOK, MaxXHYIIHA CHIPOH 3eMJield M IepeBOM. BeposTHO, KHHTa 3Ta MpoIinia
HENpPOCTOM MyTh, MPEXKIE YEM OKA3aThCs 311EC.
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Janee nacrana oyepeap nucbMa. OCTOPOXKHO OH B3sUI €0 B PYKH, IIOHIOXAJI 10 CTapOi OXOT-
HUYbEH IPUBBIUKE, YUysIB 3aTXJIBIA 3arnax. Pa3BepHys1 ero ¥ 3aMeTuI1, 9TO OHO BCe ObLIO UCIIAYKAHO
rpsa3bio. Hekotopeie 6ykBbl cMazatick. [Tucbmo siBHO nucasock B cnenike. He Toponsick Cepreit npu-
CTYIIWI K YTEHHMIO:

«30pascmayii, omeu,.

L0 mebe kpacroapmerickuii npusem! Haoerocw, smo nucemo 3acmarem meosi 8 000pom 30pa-
euu. Cnewy cooouwume, umo s H#cue, 300p08 u He pauer. Camouysecmeue moe makdice 8 NOAHOM
nopsioke.

Ouenv xouemcs eepums, Mo NUCbMO MO nonadem K mebde npexcoe, uem mvl OMNPAGUUILCS
Ha npomvicen.

Pacnpedenunu mens 6 cmpenxoewiii noak. Ilosnakomuncs mym co mHozumu peosmamu. Oxa-
3vi8aemcs, He s 00uH makou uzoanexa! Ecmo y nac I'puwra Ilonomapes, mak on u3 camozo Kpacro-
apcka. Mol ¢ HUM émecme Ha NYAEMEMHOM pacueme — st CMpenok, oH hampoHvl nooHocum. C nemep-
NeHUeM Mbl C HUM HCOeM nepeoeo 00sl, ymobbl 6CtO 3Ny PAUUCCKYIO HEYUCHTb NPOZHAMb C Haulell
pycckoui 3emau!

2Kusne apmeiickas unmepecras, Ho mpyonas. Iloka ne noiimy, npugvik 5 K Heli uau nem. Ho
OOHO 3HAI MOUYHO — 5 COeNAN NPABUNLHO, UMO NOULeA HA PPOHM.

Xomenocv 6bl MHO20 ue20 HANUCAMb, HO MHE HYHCHO CREUUMb.

Leayio u kpenk...»

Ha stom nceMo o6pbiBasiock, 3actaBuB Ceprest HACTOPOXUTBCS. OH TYT ke 3a/1aJICsl BOTIPO-
COM, UYTO UMEHHO IoMelnano Makcumy gonucats ero? Bee i ¢ HUM B opsiake?

Cepreii e1ie HECKOJIBKO pa3 MepevrTas NIUChMO, M Ha JIUIIE TO U JIEJIO TIOSIBIISUTUCH CIIE3BI Paio-
cru. [Tokazanock, 6ynro 661 MakcuMKa ceifuac CTOMT PsiIOM M TOBOPUT C HUM, & OTBETUTh OH eMy He
MOXeT. XOTeJoCh OOJIbIIIE y3HATh O ObITE ChIHA, HO COBCEM MAJICHBKHUI pasmep Oymaru, BUJUMO, He
naBan MakcuMy Harmucathb OOJIbIIIe, MOITOMY OH PaccKasasl JIMIIb TO, YTO ISl HerO ObUIO BaKHBIM.

He tepsist au munyThl, Cepreii JocTa U3 CToja Kycok Oymaru, MaJIeHbKUI KapaHJall U Mpu-
HsJIcs ucaTh oTBeT. HabpocaB mepBoe MuchbMo, OH TIepeYnTall ero, pa3opBal Ha YacTH, OpOCHIT Ha
T0J1 ¥ IPUCTYIHJI K HOBOMY. Tlociie uepesibl CKOMKaHHBIX U IIOPBAaHHBIX IMMCEM OH HAKOHEI] HAIMCa
JOCTOWMHBIN, KaK eMy TIOKa3aJioch, OTBET. B HEM OH coo0Ias, 4To XyTh KaKk UM TOPAUTCS U KeJaeT,
YTOOBI TOT KaK MOHO CKOpee BEpHYJICS B poAHOU oM. OH yMOJISIeT ero ObITh OCTOPOKHBIM U HE
71e3Th Ha pokoH. [TpocuT ciymmarbest cBoux KoMaHaupoB. U, pazymeercs, 61arogapuT 3a dyIecHbIi
TMOJIAPOK.

3aKOHYMB MEPEUUTHIBATh COOCTBEHHOE MUCHhMO, Ceprei CI0XKUII ero TPEeYroJbHUKOM U ObLIO
MojlyMaJl He WATH Ha TPOMBICET B 3ToM rogy. EMy xotenock moxkaarecst otBeta oT MakcuMa, HO
3I0paBbIil CMBICIT B3sUT BepX. be3 mpombicia eMy 0Iro He MpOTSHYTh, MIOCKOJIBKY TOJBKO 3TO OH U
y™mest. Oxota /17151 Hero — ’Ku3Hb U XJie0 HaCyIIHbINA. [la v jiec ¢ ero BeYHbIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM 3aMaHUBAJ,
Kak pelOatikas ceth. [l cedst OH pemm, uyTo Oy/IeT pa3 B MecsIl BO3BPAIAThCS B IEPEBHIO, YTOOBI
MOJTyYHTh 3aBETHBIN OTBET. M TuieBaTh Ha JONTYIO U TSKETYI0 JOpory!

6

Bacs, kak u oberiiai, 3aies Be4epom ¢ MEIIKOM MaxopkH. Y3HaB oT Cepresi, 4YTO MMCHMO IpU-
nulo 0T MakCUMKH, OH TYT K€ IPUHSUICA yroBapuBaTh ONPOKMHYThH POMAIIKY-apyryo. He nona-
CIIBIIIIKE 3Hasl, KaK pIOMaIlKa IpeBpaiaercs B 1enyio OyTeuiky, Cepreit otkazaicsa. OH cocnacs
Ha TO, YTO 3aBTpa 3aJyMas BCTaTh C MEPBBIM YTPEHHUM JIy4OM, YTOOBI JOOPATHCS IO OXOTHUYbEH
XuOapKu 3aTeMHO. Bacst He cjaBasicsi, peJioKMB B KOTOPBIN pa3 3a IeHb BBIUTH 32 JOOPHIA B 3TOM
rOy TPOMBICEN, HO CHOBA MOJYYMJI OTKa3. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB COIIIMCh HA TOM, YTOOBI BBIKYPHUTD I10
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[Urapke Ha Kpbuiblle jaa nodonrarts. imenHo torga Cepreil nepesian eMy OTBETHOE NMHUChbMO Mak-
CHMY U BeJIeJI OTIIPABUTh MPH MEPBOH ke BO3MOKHOCTH. Bacst KISITBEHHO TOOOEINA, YTO UCTIOTHUT
pochOy.

Ha cnenyromee yrpo Ceprest pa3Oyani KpHk retyxa. He 3agepkuBasich HU CEKYH[IbI, OH BCTA
C KpOBaTH, HaJeJ1 Ha ceOsl TYJIyI C BaJICHKaMU, B3sUJ1 TIO/1 KU CaHH, eIlle BEYePOM 3arpyKEHHBIE MOJ1
3aBs3KY BCSUECKMM CKapOoM, 1 BMecTe ¢ BopbKo# HampaBuiicst B CTOpOHY Jieca. He 3a0bl1 OH B3AITh
Y KHUKKY, TTOJIApeHHYI0 MaKCHMOM, TIOJIOKUB €€ BOBHYTPb TYJIyIIA.

3a HOYb CHET ellle IJIOTHee OKYTal JePEeBHIO. [|Bepr HEKOTOPBIX XMKMH U BOBCE 3aMeJIO, CO3/aB
eme Oosbie XJonot xo3sieBaM. C KakIpiM JHeM Joraaku Ceprest 0 TOM, YTO OCEHb B TOM IOy
OyzieT CypOoBOM, JIHIITH MOATBEpKAaHCh. [IpoMeicesn oberaeT ObITh He U3 JIETKUX.

CeJo TOJIBKO HAYaJIo MPOCHINIAThCsA. B OKHax ele He ObUTO BUJHO TIPUBBIYHOM ISl 3TOTO Bpe-
MeHH cyeThl. Cepreil ObLT MIEPBBIM, KTO BBIIIET TaK paHO Ha YJIUIY W 3aCTajl €€ B HEMPUBBIYHON
THUIIHE.

[NogHABIIMCH HA XOJIM, OH OCTAHOBWJICSI HA MHUHYTY, YTOObI OTJAOXHYTh M IPUTOTOBUTHCS K
TSDKEJIOMY TToX0y. Bopbka MOCIyIITHO e psiIoM, BUJISIS XBOCTOM U BOPOIIIA CHET, KaK BEHUK ITbLTb.
Nuorpa Cepreii 3aBugoBal pe3Bocty mnca. [lopoil TOT HanmoMUHAI eMy €ro CaMoro: KOT/Ia MBIIIIIIbI
OBbLIM CHJTbHBIE, KOCTU HE XPYCTEJIHM U He ObUTO HYX/IbI OTABIXaTh MOCIe MoIbeMa Ha XomM. Kakum xe
CHJIBbHBIM OH ObLT Torga! Toub-B-TOUb Kak MakcumKa ceivac.

BcnomuuB o ceiHe, Cepreit KOCHYJICS KapMaHa TyJIyIa, KyJa OH TOJIOKWII MOJTyYeHHOe Buepa
nceMo. EMy 3axoTesnioch elnie pa3 nepeuurTarhb ero, Ho CAepkascs, YToObl JUIITHANA pa3 He CHUMATh
BapeXkXKH U He MOPO3UTD PyKH. J17151 ceOsi OH pelnJI, UYTo MEPEeUrTaeT ero cpasy, Kak TOJIbKO JoOepeTcs
10 MecTa.

— Hy uero, bopbka, — ckazan Cepreii. — [lotonanu.

[Tpoiias MoMOBMHY MyTH, OH BCIOMHMJI, YTO M3-3a MHUChMa COBCEM MM03a0bL1 3aiTH K ['eHke.

7

K Beuepy, korpa ere conuie 0puto B 3eHuTe, Cepreii 100pajcs 10 XUOapKu.

OnaceHusi ero MoATBepIMINCH. XJMITKasl JBEpIa OKa3alach MOYTH MOJTHOCTBIO CKPHITA MO
CHETOM, II03TOMY BMECTO JKEJIAHHOTO OT/AbIXa OH MPHUHSIICS pa3rpedarh 3aBajl, Ha YTO MOTPATHI ITIOUYTH
4ac, ¥ TOJIBKO TOCIIE 3TOTO Pa3rpy3u IPUHECEHHYIO TIPOBU3HUIO B 3aKPHITHIH J1aba3 Ha JepeBe.

Korza on 3ammesn BHYTpb, TO cpasy ke Opocuil B3MIsI Ha JiexxaHky. CienaHHas U3 CTapbiX Tpsi-
MOK U OfIEXk[Ibl, OHa XOTh U CMOTPEJIaCh YKacHO, HO TIPSMO celvac BHIIVIsAIEIa caMOl ylIoOHOW Ha
cere. Ho Cepreii ObL1 U3 TeX JIofiel, KTO He MO3BOJISLT ceOe OTpIXaTh, MOKa Bee Jiena He OyIyT cie-
JaHbl. V3 MocneTHuX CHJT OH PasJIoKIIT COAEPKUMOE CaHel, KOTOPbIE BOJIOYM BECh JIeHb, B HEOOIIb-
1moit orpe6. B ocHOBHOM 3T0 ObUTH CyXapH, COJIOHMHA Ja Kpymbl. JlocTanock eMy Takxke U HeOOJb-
1mas KopoOKa KOHCEPBUPOBAHHOIN CBMHOM TYIIEHKH, KOTOPYIO OH MOMEHSUT Ha TPU IIKYPbl KyHHIIbI
elle Moirofa Ha3aj — 3Ty BKYCHSATHHY OH MpHOeper sl OCOOBIX CITyYaeB.

PacnipaBuBImck co Bcemu aenamu, Cepreil HAKOHEI-TO TIO3BOJIII ceOe Jieub W 00JIerYeHHO
BBIJIOXHYTh. M3 Tyiyrna OH BBITAIIMII MMCbMO MaKCUMKH, Ha4Yasl MepeunuThiBaTh U, He JOOPABIINCH
Aaxe 10 CepeaMHBI, YCHYI KPETIKHM CHOM.

Emy caunicst Makcumka. OneTslil B KpacHOapMENCKYI0 (popMy, OH CTOMT K HEMY CIIMHOM Cpeiu
OECKOHEYHOTO T10J151, YCESTHHOTO BBICOKOHM TPAaBOW M TEPHOBHUKOM, ¥ MAIIET PYKOM, TO JIU MPOIIASICh
C KeM-TO, TO Ji1 ipuBeTcTBYsA. Cepreit, mpoOMpasich yepes KOMoUre KyCTApHUKH, OKJIMKaeT ero. To u
IeJI0 OH 33/IeBaeT BETBH, OCTABJIAIONIME MMAyTUHKY LIAPATIMH Ha ero pykax. Kaxplii miar gaercst emy
BCE CJIOXKHEE U CITIOKHEe, U IyAUTCsl Oy/ITO MO HOTaMHM ChIITy4YHe TIeCKH, a He TBepas MouBa.

C HEMMOBEpHBIM YCHITEM JOOMpaeTcsi OH 10 Makcuma, KOTOPBIH MO-TPEKHEMY CTOUT K HEMY
CIIMHOM ¥ HE CJIBIIUT YMOJSIOIIUX KPUKOB OTIa. PUrypa BHICOKOTO IOHOIIN 3arOpakMBaeT SIPKOe
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conuue, u Cepreii, Culisl Ha YETBEPEHbKAX B €T0 TEHH, C TPYJOM BCTAaeT Ha HOrW. Jlpoxaniei pykon
OH KacaeTcs IJieva ChlHa U TIHITAaeTCsl MOBEPHYTh €ro JIMIIOM K cede, HO. ..

Ero nuno ucuesno. Bmecte romyObix m1a3 ¢ MyHMIMCTBIME PECHHULIAMH, KOPOTKOTO ¢ TOPOHH-
KO HOCA M TOHKHX T'y0 JIomovuKaMu — Oesioe rmATHO. CJIOBHO Xy/IOXKHUK, IPEABAPUTEIHEHO HAPUCOBAB
MOPTPET, CTEP BCE A0 OCTM3HBL.

— Cepesxa, 60JIbHO MHE. .. — CJIBIIIHT OH rOJIOC ChIHA TI033/1H.

Cepreii obopaunBaetcs U B yxkace KpuuuT. OH BUAUT MakCHMKY, €ro JIMIO MepenaykaHo Kpo-
BbIO, 6€3 eJTHOT0 YKHCTOrO OCTPOBKA KOXHU. CBET/IbIe BOJIOCH TIOUEPHENH OT TPSI3H, IJ1a3a, HATIOJTHEH-
HBIE OTUasiHUEM, OeraioT TyJa-croja.

— BonbHO MHe, Opatok... — moBTopsieT MakchM M KMBaeT B CTOPOHY CBOEro kuBoTta. Tam, B
JIAIOHSIX, OH JEPKUT CIIJIETEHNE COOCTBEHHBIX KHUIIIOK, BHITION3AIONIMX U3 KMBOTA, TOYHO YEPBU U3~
TI0J1 3eMJIH 110CIIE TOKAA.

Wznaneka pazgaercs codaumii nail. Cepreil 3amevaet, 4To Terepb OH CTOMT He B rojie. Bokpyr
HETO ChIpasi Ipsi3b, 4 B HEM COTHU MEPTBBIX coiiaat. Jlepikach 3a CBOU paHbl, OHU B3bIBAIOT B YEPHO-
OpaHkeBoe He0O, KTO Ha HEMELIKOM, KTO Ha PyCCKOM, U 30BYT MaTepeu.

Tonoca crineratorest BoeanHo. Mx 60mb BoH3aetcs B yim Ceprest, ckpurnis 1 3aBbiBast. Kaxercs,
YTO STOMY KOIIMAapy He OyAeT KOHIIA. ..

Ho nactynuBiuee yTpo cnacaer ero or Koumapa. YMUpPAOLe KPUKY COIaT MpeBpaTHIINCh
B Jiail bopbku. [IpocHyBumiics B ucnapune Cepreil NEpBbIM A€JI0M HOTSHYJICS K PYXKbIO 110 CTapou
MIPUBBIYKE, HO, KAK TOJIBKO MAJIbIIBI OIIYTHJIN XOJOIHBIA CTBOJI, OH MOHSLI, YTO YBUAEHHOE UM OBLIO
JIMIIb OYEPEIHBIM KOILIMAPOM, MPECTIEAYIOIIIM €ro YK€ MHOIO JIET.

B Takue MmomenThl Cepreii ObLT paji yTpeHHEMY Jialo bopbku.
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Kaxnoe nenp Cepreil HaUMHA C TIPOBEPKH KYJIEMOK, PACCTABIEHHBIX B PAANyCe MATH KHJIO-
METPOB OT ero XuOapku. DTO HEXUTPOE MPHUCHOCOOCHE ObLIIO OTIMYHON JIOBYIIKON ISl KYHWUIIL.
CTponiock OHO TPH TIOMOIIH JBYX XKepAei, MeKIy KOTOPBIX BPACHOpP YCTAHABIMBAJICS HEOOJBIION
YeJIOK ¢ NMPUMAHKOU. 3BepeK, Kak MPaBUJIO, 3aMHTEPECOBABIIMCH COAEPKUMBIM IPUMAHKH, Aeprai
3a YeJIOK, TOCJIe Yero ero MpUIaBIMBaJIo BepXHEW Kepplo, Iie OH yMHUpPaI ObICTPO U 0e300JIe3HEHHO.

Bcero takux kynémok Cepreil paccTaBIII OKOJIO JeCATH MITYK. B omHy X0Ts1 Obl pa3 B JieHb, 1a
TIOTaJaJ1 3aBeTHBIN 3Bepek. OKOUYEHEBIIYIO 32 HOUb TYIIIKY, CBEPHYTYIO POraJIMKOM, OH KJIAJI B METIIOK
Y IBUTAJICS JaJIbIIIe TIO PUBBIYHOMY MapIIpyTYy.

BriBasnio u Tak, uto Bopbka, MOUysB 3amax >KMBOTO 3BEpbKa, 3BOHKUM JIaeéM JaBajl 00 3TOM
3HaTh. OOBIYHO B TakKe ceKyHabl Cepreil mpeanounTan ObITh HAYeKy — HEU3BECTHO, KAaKOH MMEHHO
3Bepb MOT TIOKa3aThCsl U3-32 CYTpoOOB.

[Nopoii, TsKeno emy AaBaIvCh BbUIA3KM HA JOJTHE TPU Mecsia B Jieca. Yero rpexa TauTh,
CKy4aJl OH IO JIIOJCKOH OONTOBHE, MO (PU3MOHOMUSM MYKUKOB, C KOTOPBIMH BBIIMBAJI, TIO CyeTe
9TOM iepeBeHCKo. OTHAX B 1axe 3ayMaJicss OPOCHTh 9TO PEMEeCIIO Y 3aHATLCS YEM-TO JIPYTUM, HO
MOHMMAJT, YTO PyKH HE MOIJIH IepXKaTh HUYEro, KpoMe py:kbsi. MO3TH y HEro ObUTH 3aKajieHbl OXOTOM
Y OTKa3bIBAIUChH AyMaTh MO-UHOMY. Kak-HMKaK MOTOMCTBEHHbI OH OXOTHHUK- IPOMBICJIOBHK. [a u
Ta camasi TAMHCTBEHHAsl, IPUTSraTeJbHas CUJIA TMOCTOSHHO 3aMaHMBaJA €ro B OMUHOKYI0 XHOApKy
nocpenu Jieca. Bee ke, 00U OH CBOE JIeJI0 BCeM cepiiieM. A KOrja ¢ CBIHOM XOIMJI Ha TIPOMBICE,
TaK U BOBCE ISl HETO 3TO OBUIM CaMble JIy4lllie MTHOBEHHS B KU3HU.

Bor u ceftuac He xBatajno emy psigoM MakcumMku. [Toka3ate eMy, Kak KyJI€MKU CTaBUTb, IO
KaKUM TPOMKaM XOAUTb, YTOOBI KyHHILY JIy4llle BCEro JIOBUTh. TO, UTO ChIHY HE HPaBUJIaCh OXOTa, OH
TIOHSL e1lie TI0CTIe IEPBOM Cephe3HOM BhUIA3KH, KOTJa TOMY ObUIO TpHUHAALATE. OT HEro Tak v pasuiio
HETIPUSITUEM STOTO jiena, Ho Cepreil peInoyves Toro He 3aMeTUThb, BEps1, YTO OH CBBIKHeTCs. Ho 1umm
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roga, a NoTyru MakCUMKU Iepesi O4epeIHbIM ITPOMBICIIOM BUJEINCH BCE JIy4llle, IOKa He MpUIILIa
BOIiHA. BOT TyT-TO OH M 00pafoBasICs, 9TO HAKOHEI] CMOXET 3aHSATHCSI HACTOSIIIIMM, TIOJIE3HBIM JIEJIOM.

Homien oH A0 ouepeqHOM KYJAEMKHU, TIe MOIXKHUIaTa ero MovMaHHas Iudb. UepHO-phlkasi
IIKYpKa KYHUIIbI, yTOIUBIIIEH B JIOBYIIIKY, ObLJTa COBCEM IIeJIEXOHbKAs U TIaIKas Ha omrymb. Cam xe
3BEpEK 3aMep3 TaK, UTO, yIAPUB UM I10 TOJIOBE, MOKHO OBbLIIO ObI CEPbe3HO PAHUTH WJIM BOOOIIE YOUTD.
OH cMeHWJT IPUMaHKy U OCTOPOKHO 3aKpemnuil ee y yesnoka. [1onoxuin Tynky 3Bepbka B MEIIOK U
3auIaraj Jajpliie Mo MapupyTy.

Beuepom, nocne ooxona, Cepreit B3siica 3a ureHue JlepmonToBa. Kakioe cTHXOTBOpeHUE OH
YHUTAIT BCIYX, MBITAsICh YJIOBUTH CYTh WJIM TIPOCTO €lle pa3 HaCaaJuThCsl OJIaro3ByYreM YJauyHo CJIO-
EHHBIX APYT C APYIOM CJIOB U IpeaioxkeHuid. TBopuectBo Muxauia FOppeBrua onpeiennéHHo cKpa-
CHJIO OIMHOKHE Bevyepa OXOTHUKA, U, YTOObI PACTSIHYTh YIOBOJILCTBUE, OH PEIIJI He YUTATh TOHKYIO
KHIKKY OBICTPO M TIPEIIOYEN CMAKOBATh Kak/Iylo cTpaHuIKy. OHA TOJTBKO MBICITB ObLIa Y CTapOro
OXOTHMKA B TOJIOBE, KOIJIa OH 3aKaHYMBAJ YUTATh OYEPEAHOE TBOPEHHE 0ITA!

Kaxk y nezo smo noayuanocs?

9

Munyno 1Ba JHSA IPOMBICIIA.

XoJosia yCUIMBaIUCh, IeNas CHEeT Mol BaJICHKaMU Bce cKkpuityuee. [Tap n30 pra OblT HACTOIBKO
T'YCTBIM, YTO YaCTEHBKO 3aKpbhIBaJl 0030p mepen codoit. U ato B cepenune oktss6ps! Ho misa Cep-
rest 370 He ObUIO IOMEXO. B cyImHOCTH, OH 1ake JToOWI, Koraa 3uMa MPUXOANIa PaHbIIIe MOJT0KEH-
HOTO: OBUIO MPUSITHO OIIYINATh MOPO3HOE MOKAJIbIBAHME HA IIEKaX U HOCUThH OeJible HUTOYKU MHesI
Ha Oopope. [Ipupona B 3Ty mopy 3achindiia, Kak 1 ee 0OMTaTesn, roToBsICh K ouepesHomy Jjety. Ho
OBbLIM 1 TaKKe 3BEPH, YTO MTPOJOJIKAIN CBOIO JKU3HB Jake cpen OecKpaiiHuX rojei cHera. OauH u3
TAaKMX T0J1 B3BOJTHOBAHHBIN Jiall BopbkM MOSABIIICS psiioM ¢ XuOapoii B TO MrHOBeHue, koraa Cepreit
KOJION ApoBa. [lesio ObUIo JHEM.

3a HeOOJIBIINM CHEKHBIM XOJIMOM IO, BETKOH €JIM CTOSI BOJIK. Ero *eJThle ma3a CIIOKOIHO,
Jaxe Kak-TO YMUPOTBOPEHHO CMOTPEJTN Ha OXOTHUKA. besast mepcTh Ha IBYX MepeiHuX Jlarnax Haro-
MUHaJa napy HOCKoB. [TogpaHHOe yX0 BOJIKA M JKeJIThIe KJIBIKH JaBaJIM MOACKA3KY, YTO 3Bepb ObLT yKe
He MosiofibiM. OH He IIeBeUICs, BUAATh 3HAJ, YTO JII0O0E pe3Koe IBMKEHUE MOKET ITPUBECTH K CKO-
poii mornGenu. boppka rpoMKrM J1aem Kak Oynro noactérusan Ceprest 3aiT B XuOapy 3a pyXKbeM,
YTOOBI TIOKOHYHTH C pa300HUKOM. OXOTHUK TaK M COOMPAJICA CIeaTh, HO BOJIK, TIOUYSIB HEJIQHOE,
Pa3BEepHYJICS U UCUE3 JieCy.

Jlo camoro Beyepa He JaBaja eMy MOKOsI 9Ta BCTpeva. Bo-mepBbIX, 3Be€ph MOKET MeIaTh IMpo-
MBICJTY WJIM YETrO XYy’Ke — M03BaTh CI0jla COTUIEMEHHHUKOB, U pacxJIEObIBail MOTOM 3/1eCh C HUMU. A BO-
BTOPBIX... BbIJIO B 9TOM BOJIKE HEUTO JKaJIKoe ¥ OrHOKoe. He Bepuiiock, 4To OH MOT TI03BaTh COPO-
JMYel, TIOCKOJIbKY 1 He ObLJIO Y HEro HUKOTro. 3Beph HAIOMHUII €My €TI0 CaMOT'0: TAKOH e JIPSXJIBIH,
cTapblif, Oy)KJaeT COBCEM OIMH KaXIylo 3UMYy OT KYJEMKH JI0 KyIEMKH, Kak Oponsra ¢ Mecra Ha
Mecto. U Bpoae Obl JTIOOHIIB 3TO JeJ10, U HY)KHOE OHO ISl BBUKUBAHUsSI — HUUEMY ke OOJIbIle U He
o0y4eH, — HO TOCKa U3HYTPH CheJaeT, Kak YepBb SIOIOKO.

Uepes mapy IHEW BOJIK M03a0bLICS, OCOOEHHO KOTa K HEMY TOaJIoBaJl HOBBIM TOCTh, HO Ha
9TOT pa3 He oOuTarelss Jieca. Torma OH BO3BpAIAJICS C OUEPEHOro 00Xoaa, He yHecsl ¢ COOOW HU
OJIHOM TYILIKU 3aBETHOW KYHMLIBI BOT YK€ TPETHUi IeHb OAPs]. 3BEPU CJIOBHO ITPO3HAJIH O JIOBYIIKAX
Y TIPeNoYIM yOpaThCsl mofasbiie. Pa3mMbInuisis o ToM, rae Obl MOCTaBUTh HOBBIE JIOBYIIKH, Cepreit
OOHapyKWJI BO3JIe XHOapbl HEOKUIAHHOTO rocTs. Bopbka cpady Opocuics kK Bacbke, puBeTCTBYs
TOrO ApyXecKuM jaeM. CTapblii €ro TOBapHil| ObUI OZIET B CEPOE MAJIBTO C MOKPBIMH ITSITHAMYU — HAaBEp-
HOE, Mapy pa3 TUTIOXHYJICS B CHET. YIIIaHKa JieXkana psaoM, Ha TIeHbKe 1151 KOJIKH JJPOB.

— Bacunmii? — BcTpeTuTh TOBapUIla TaK JaJIeKo OT AepeBHU ObuIo [1si Ceprest yIuBUTEbHBIM
JeJIoM. — A Thl KaK TyT OKa3aJics?
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— Cepera! IIpumen HakoHell. A s TeOs yxke Jac Ky, ecy He Oosblie. 3ameps, 3apasal

OXOTHUK YJIOBUJI B €r0 TOJIOCE TPEBOTY, KOTOPOW HUKOTA MPEeX/e He CIIBIIIAL.

— Ciyuniioch yero? — Cepreil cTosis1 IOOJallb OT HE3BAHOTO TOCTS], MO-NPEKHEMY JyMasi, UTO
TOT EMY YyOUTCA.

Port crapuka Ha ceKyHIy OTKpPBLICS, HO CJIOBA CJIOBHO KOMOM 3aCTpsiTA B TOpJIe.

— JlagHo, — ckazan Cepreit. — [loiiiem BHYTpb, TaM pacCKaXelllb.

10

Cepreil cBapri 3eJIeHbI Yai, TETUIBIA 3arax KOTOpOro OKyTast Bcio xuOapky. Kazanock, 4to
OJIHOTO 3TOTO apoMara XBaTHT, YTOOBl OKOHYATEIbHO COTPEThHCS.

— Ter kak ke peky neperuisui? — cupocui Cepreii, pa3inBasi CBETJIO-OPaHKEBbII HAITUTOK B
ATIOMUHMEBbBIE KPYKKHU Ha cTone. — JIomka-To Ha MOel CTOPOHE OCTallach.

— Oboren ee ¢ rora, BOPojI, — CIOKOWHO OTBeTHJ Bacuuid.

Kpyxka B pyke Ceprest 3amepia, Tak ¥ He IOWS JI0 ero ryo.

— To ectb Kak 3710, BOpon? Tam ke KUIOMETPOB TPHUILATh IyTH, CYTKU MOYUTAN JIMITHAE
TOMATb.

— Hy na, Tak u nonxyumnocs, —oTBeTHI Bacuimii, o-npexkHemMy He MPUTPOHYBILKCH K YaIo.

Mennenno Cepreii cesl HAIPOTHB M BHUMATEIBHO MOCMOTPEST Ha HEro, MbITasiCh JOTraiaThCs,
YTO MIMEHHO €ro MPHBEJIO ciofa. Bunumo, y Toro Oblia IeCTBUTENBLHO BECKasi PMUNHA UATH B TAKYIO
AaJib TIOUTH JJBOE CYTOK.

— T'oBopm, — cyxo npousnec Cepreil, CMOTpsI IPSIMO B JIMLO TOCTS.

CrapuK 1oeno3ui Ha cTyie, OyaTo cuien Ha ropoxe. OH BCSYECKH cTapajicst u30erarhb B3rsiaa
Cepresi 1, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HE BbIIEPKaB HEBUMMOTO JIABJICHUsI, PyKOW 3aJie3 BO BHYTPEHHUI Kap-
MaH TaJbTo.

—4... = Tonoc Bacumus gpoxain. — IIpoctu, Cepex.

OH BBITAIVIT XKEJITHIA, U3MATHIA JTUCT OyMaru v ipotsiHy Cepreto. [Tpesk/ie yem B3Th JIUCTOK,
OXOTHHMK JJOJITO CMOTPEJI Ha HEro, C Ha/IeK 0|, UTO 3TO He TO, 0 YeM OH AymaeT. Ho cTtpanHoe moe-
neHvie Bacunust v ero TpyaHBIA My Thb 10 3TOTO MECTa TOJBKO YKPEIUISTH MIPEATIONOKEHUE O TOM, UTO
TanJIOCh HA KYCOUKE KeJITON Oymaru.

MenieHHO, Kak Obl HAMEPEHHO OTTATMBAasi POKOBOM MHI, OH pa3BepHYJI OyMakKy, U 4epes
CEKYH/Iy ero Xyiiee ornaceHue noaTBepauIOCh.

Dro ObLIa MOXOpOHKa. V3Belenne o rudesu ChiHa.

Crporo, 6e3 u3nuiiHed nH(opmaimu B Hem OblH yKaszaubl: @. W. O., MecTo u aata rubeny,
a B yroJIKe NMMChMa MITaMIT HayalbHUKA YacTu. M Bce, HIuero OoJblie.

— [Mpumino nouTtH cpasy, Kak THI yIIe, — MenoToM npousHec Bacunuii. — S nomymai, uro teGe
CTOUT y3HATh, BE/Ib THI €Ile He CKOPO Obl BEPHYJICSA B JIEPEBHIO.

Cepreiil cnoBHO okameHesn. [7aza ero Oeranu mo cyn,00HOCHBIM CTPOYKAaM HA MaJleHBKOM
KJIouke Oymaru. Ero gpixanue ydactuioch. Kazanoch, OXOTHHKA TIPSIMO ceivyac pa3opBeT Ha 4acTu.

— Cepretit, ...

— Tam Bopbka, HaBepHOE, MTPOroIoAAJICs, TOKOPMUTH OBl €0 HaJI0, — He OTPbIBas IJ1a3 OT MOXO-
POHKH, xooaHo npousHec Cepreil. — Bon B Toit kactpione. Cxonu, Oyab 100p.

TocTh HE cpasy, HO TOHSII, K YeMy 3Ta CTpaHHas mpockOa. KuBHYB, OH mofomen K ene
TETUION KacTpIoJie, CHsLJI €€ C OTHSI U BBIIIEN U3 XuOapku, octaBuB Cepresi HaeJMHE C CaMUM COOOIA.

Cuauana Cepreil cTapajicsi CTepIieTh, HO BCE ke He MOJTy4rsIoch. HarmomHeHHbIe ropeydblo Clie3bl
MOTEKJIH 110 MAYTUHKAM MOPIIVH, U OH TOPBKO 3apbiai. [opio cxkana HeBUAMMAs XBaTKa, JbIIIATH
cTaJio HeBbIHOCHMO. [ToceTHMiA pa3 OH Tak MIaKasl, KOraa y3Hal O CMEpTH CYIIPYT'd MHOTO JIeT Ha3aj.

OH cripsiTal MO B PyKax, KPErKO CKaJl PeikKe, cellble BOJIOCH M BCIOMHUJI TOT J€Hb, KOTAa
HE CMOT yfiepxkath MakCUMKy OT ero 0e3yMHoro xenanus. OXOTHUK pyrai ceOs 3a To, 9TO He ObLI
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HACTOIUYMBEe B TOT JieHb. Eciu Obl OH MOT' TOT/Ia KPETKO CKaTh €r0 U He BBIITYCKaTh, MOKA IPY30BUK
He yener. [Ipmxkarh Kk cede Kak MaJeHbKOTO MaJb4OHKY M He OTJaBaTh Ha 3Ty OoiiHIo! Eciiu Obl OH He
TOJIKHYJI €T0 TOT/a, JIMIIb Cephbe3Hee HAaCTPOMB Ha roder u3 goma. Eciu Obl. ..

Ecmu Obr. ..

11

[pormren moutu vac, npexae yem Cepreit ipuries B ceOsl.

B 310 Bpems Bacunuii cuzien Ha neHbke, IpiMs nanupockor. Cyns Mo KOJMYECTBY OKYPKOB
TI0/1 €0 HOraMu — He nepBylo. Bopbka npucen B KOHype psiioM C HUM, MOJI0KMB MOPAY Ha 3eMIII0.
VY1im 1ica HaBOCTPUIJIUCH Cpazy, KaK TOJBKO OH 3aMETHJI XO35IMHA, BBIXOJSAIIEro U3 Xxuoapbl. UepHsbie
71432 BBUKHMJAIOINIE CMOTPENM Ha Oesloe, Kak JIeXKallluil BCIOLy CHET, JIMILIO XO35MHa.

Bacuimii OTKMHY B CTOPOHY MOYTH LIETYIO MAITMPOCKY U MOTHSLICSA ¢ NeHbKa. OH ObUIO caema
mar k Ceprelo, HO TOT KECTOM OCTAHOBHMJI €ro, IPOMSIMITIIT TIPO ceOst YTO-TO Hepa3OdoOpUMBOE U Cel
Ha COCEIHUM MEHEK.

B Bo31yxe noBucna tummHa. [Tycteie rmaza Ceprest CMOTpesii B CTOPOHY Jia0a3a, 3aKperieH-
HOT'O ME:XY /IByX CTBOJIOB JIEPEBbEB HA BBICOTE TPEX METPOB OT 3eMJIM. B 3TOM MajieHbKoM capail-
YHMKe OH XPaHWI 3amachl MPOJOBOJIbCTBUS, YTOTOBaHHBIE HA 3UMYy. B ommume ot xubapku, 1adas
BBITJIsIEN Oosiee onpsATHBIM. OHO ¥ HEMYAPEHO, TIOCKOJIBKY B MTPOIIIOM TO/1y OH TIOCTPOMJI €r0 BMe-
cre ¢ MakcUMKOI1.

Cepreil BrsiAbIBajlICsA B KaXIyI0 JNOIIEYKY, B KaXIbli 3a0MThII Makcumkon rBo3/b. Ilepen
I71a3aMH BO3HMK TOT JIeHb, KOrJa MO JIECY Pa3HOCHIIUCh TPOMKHE YJapbl MOJOTKA M CKPHIT TOCOK,
PacIyruBaloOLMid BCIO )KUBHOCTh B OKpyre. Tenepb 3TO Ka3aJoch YeM-TO HEMMOBEPHO JAIEKUM U
MOTEPSIHHBIM, KaK JJMBHBIN COH, MPUCHUBIIMICS OTHAX/IbI M 3aIOMHHBIIHICS HA BCIO )KU3Hb.

Cepatie TpeboBaio ¢i€3, HO OH OOJIbINE He MOT U3 ceOsl BHITABUTH HA KATUTH.

— Cnacu6o, uro mipuriien, — ckazan Cepreii ¢ xpurotiioid. C TpyIoM OH OTOpBaj B3NS OT
naba3a ¥ MOCMOTPEJT Ha TOBAPHUIIIA.

— Jla Kak TyT He IpUaH, B CAMOM-TO JEJIE. . .

Bacunuii mpeanioxut eMy IUrapky M rmoMor ee 3axeub. JIpoxkariye pyku OXOTHHKA, Ka3aloch,
B JIIOOYI0 CEKYH/ly MOIJIM YPOHUTh CAMOKPYTKY. 3arsruBaicsi Cepreil CUIbHO, TOYHO MaJIbUMIIKA,
KOTOPBIY TIEPBHIN pa3 MpoOyeT BKyc Tabaka.

Onu cuaenu, BCIyIINBAsCh B TUIIMHY 3UMHETO Jieca.

— Ma, noka He 3a0bU1, — Bacuiuii, He BbIHUMAsI U3 3yOOB MANMPOCKY, MOTSHYJICS K MEIIKY
Y BBITAIIMJI OTTYZA CBEPTOK OeJIoi TKaHU. BHYTpH HEro okasasmch 30J0THCTOTO I[BETA MUPOXKKH C
PYMsHOM Kopoukoit. — C MaJIMHOBBIM BapeHbeM, [ asibka Most ucrieksia. [Ipocuna nepenats tede, a To
THI 3[IECh OKPOMSI MsICa M KPYIIbl HE Kpellb Hu4ero. Bot pa30aBuiib X0Tb.

— Cnacu60, — eJte cibiiiHO pousHec Cepreit, 1axke He MOCMOTPEB Ha MUPOKKUA. OH HATTIOMUHAIT
JIyHATHKa, KOTOPBIH MOAHSJICS C KPOBATH U MPUOBIBAET MEXKY CHOM U PEATbHOCTHIO.

Bacunmii nouyBcTBOBaJI pacTEPSIHHOCTb M TIOJIOKWII CBEPTOK Ha NeHeK. YepHblii Hoc Bopbku
TYT e TIOAHSIICS 110 BETPY, YJIOBUB 3aIlaX BHIIICUKH.

— Xopoo y Te0s 311ech, — cKazan Bacuimii, mbITasch XOTh KaK-TO Pa3pyIIUTh HANPSKEHHOE
Momyanue. — CIIOKOMHEHBKO, OT keHbI Obl LIEJIBIX TPU Mecslia pa3 B TOAy OTAbIXal, xe-xe. Bee ymm
MHE yXe. ..

— Twt ocraBaiics ceronHs, — nepedwn ToBapuina Cepreil. — 3aHOUyelllb, a s Te0s 3aBTpa yTPoM
JOBEy 10 PEKH, MEPENpaBIIio, YTOObI Thl CYTKH JIMIITHUE HE IIeJ.

Bacwnuii pa3sepnyiicst k Cepreio.

— Moxer, 310, Cepex, Hy ero K Jjeiiemy, rmpombices 31ot? [lomum B 1epeBHIO, TOKUBEIIb Ha
HAllIMX Xapyax MoKa, a MOTOM U BEepHeIbcsi?
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— Her, — ™hX0, HO YBEpEHHO MPOU3HEC OXOTHUK. — Yepe3 Helemo peka 3aMEpP3HET, yKe He
neperuibiBelb. BOpoa uaTH, Kak Thl, — IJIoXas 3aTest, HAYHETCSI BUXPb, M TIOMUHAN Kak 3Baju. TyT
COBCEM CKOPO TaKoW MOpo3 OyzeT. .. XOpoIlo, YTO THI BHIIIEI ceidvac, a He Mo3xke, hHayue Obl. . .

Cepreii HeJOroBOpuJI, 1aB Bacuinio caMoMy MpeICTaBUTh, YTO 32 yYacTh Kaajia Obl ero.

— Kak 3naemnn, — OTBETHII OH.

[Tocunenu B TUIIMHE ellle HEMHOTO, TToKa Bacwinii He JocTan U3 KapmaHa elie OfMH KJIOYOK
Oymaru 1 He TipoTsiHyI ero Cepreio.

— Bor, — ckazan oH. — {, cam noHMMaelllb, HE OTIIPABUII. . .

Krnoukom Gymaru okazaiock OTBETHOE MUChMO Makcumy, HanrcaHHOe Cepreem mepe[; BBIXO-
JIOM Ha rpombices1. B3si oH ero, mouTy cMsil B J1aJJOHU, HO BCE e CAEPKAJICS Y TIOJIOKUI B KApMaH.

3a Bech OCTaBIIUICS Beuep OHU OOJIbIIe He OOMOJIBUIIUCH HU CJIOBOM.

12

Ha cnenyromiee yTpo Bcraiu crio3apaHky, NEpeKyCUIN U OTIIPaBUIIUCh B IOPOTY.

ITo mytu Cepreii Mom4aj, rIyOOKO Morpy3uBmHCh B ceOs. Co CTOPOHBI OH BBITJISAIC TakK,
CJIOBHO HE YMPaBJsiI COOCTBEHHBIM TeJioM. [1oJ BOASIHUCTBIMM TJIa3aMU OXOTHHKa 0Opa3oBaUCh
OOMBIIIME MEITIKM — OH TaK U HE CMOT YCHYTh HOUBI0. Bce ero Mpicim ObUTH O ChIHE M O MOCIIEAHEN
BCTpeue C HUM. Y3Ke TOIZia OH IMpEeArosarai, YTo, BO3MOXHO, OOJbIIe €ro He YBUIUT, HO CTapasics
OTBOJMTH 3TU MbIC/IHU. U Bee ke Hazies1sics, YTo CMEPTh HallJJeT KOro YTOAHO, HO TOJIBKO HE €ro ChIHA.
Her, Her... On BbIOEpeTCs, €My ymacTcsi PeofosieTh ITOT YKac M BEPHYThCS JIOMOW B LIEJIOCTU U
COXPAHHOCTH. YMPET KTO YIOIHO, HO TOJILKO HE ero MakcuMKa. . .

Cepreii He 3aMEeTUJI, KaK MPOLUIM OHU MOJIOBUHY IyTH U OKa3aJIMCh BO3Je peuyliku. OH 1axe
H1apaxHyJicsl OT MCIyra, korna Bacuimii KocHyJICS ero 1ie4a — HaCTOJIbKO CTapblil OXOTHUK BbINAJ U3
HacTosiero Mmupa. Bmecte ¢ Bopbkoii ycenmch B JIOAKY M Bce B TOM ke Oe3MOJIBUU Yepe3 moJaca
OKa3aJIMCh BO3JIE OTPOMHOTO OYJIBIKHHUKA, OT KOTOPOTO IIIJIa TPOIA B CTOPOHY JIEPEBHU.

— Bot 1 1oOpasuck. .. — BHIIOXHY Bacuimii, BeITpyskasi U3 JIOAKHU CBOM ckapO. — Thl yBepeH,
Cepér? — npono KUl OH, CEPbE3HO MOCMOTPEB Ha OXOTHHUKA. — MOXeT, Bce-TakU B AEPEBHIO, MTOKa
HE II031HO, a?

Cepreil mokayaji rojioBom.

— Hy, kak 3HaeIb, — BBIIOXHYT Bacunmii 1 ipotsiHy1 pyky. — JJoOporo mpomeicia tebe.

OXOTHUK BSIJIO TIOKaJI PYKY TOBapuIlla U TUXO ITPOU3HEC:

— Cnacubo.

He ckazas 6osnbinie Hu ciioBa, Cepreii 3aj1e3 B JIOIKY, Ie ero kaain bopeka. [1€c, 6ynTo nepeHss
COCTOSIHME XO35IMHa, TOXE BBINIsAE) onevyajeHHpIM. Ero Mopra jiexxana Ha Kpawo JIOIKU, a HO3IpU
JIEHUBO YJIaBJIMBAJIM OKPYKAIOIIME 3alaxHy.

[Tpoins HeckonpKo 1m1aroB, Bacuanii ocTaHOBUJICS M KPUKHYJI CITyCTUBIIEMY Ha BOLY JIOAKY
Ceprero:

— Cepera, Geperu cebs1, capimmib? § 3Ha0, Kak OH ObUT Tebe Jopor, Ho, XpHUcTa pajau, He
nenai rynocreit! — OH, HaBepHOe, BECh JIeHb HAOUPAJICS AyXY, YTOObI TPOU3HECTH STH CJIOBA.

OXOTHMK HMYEro He OTBETHJI, B3SJICS 3a Becia U Havyasl rpectd. Ha MruoBeHue rjeck BOIbI
MOKA3aJICsl EMY Yapylolll¥M U YCIIOKauBaloUMM. M Kak OH paHbllle He 3aMeyall 3TOro MpeKpacHOro
3Byka?! Ho 3aTemM MBIC/IM BHOBb BEPHYJIUCH K ChIHY, M OH HE PAaCCTaJICsl C HUMH JIO CaMOr'o BO3Bpallle-
HUS B XMOApKy MO3/IHMM BeuepoM. B r71a3a eMy TyT ke OpoCHIIOCh yraBliiee iepeBIie, MOJIOMAaBIIee 1
6e3 Toro NpoxyauBINyiocst KoHypy. Ho emy ObL10 TU1eBaTh. Yraay oHO XOTh Ha XHOapy, OH U MajbleM
Obl He TomeBe 1. Tenepb Bce 9TO Ka3aJoch TAKMM HECYIIECTBEHHBIM, TAKUM OECIOJIE3HbIM. . .

BnepBbie 3a gonroe Bpemsi OH HapylIMJI CTPOroe mpaBujio U myctus bopbky B xubapy. Iéc,
MpeX/ie YeM MEePeCTyIUThb MOPOT, A0JTO CTOSIT Ha 3aJHHX JIalaX U BCMaTPUBAJICS B TAMOIIIHee yOpaH-
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CTBO, TOYHO HIIIa B MOJOOHOM XecTe XO3siMHa MojoruieKy. Koria ke oH 3aimern, To OCTOPOXHO, Kak
BEKJIUBBIN TOCTh, CEJI B YIUTY W MPUHSJICSA U3ydaTh OOCTAaHOBKY, OOHIOXMBAsT KaXIbIH YTOJ.

Cepreii B 3T0 BpeMs 3ajie3 B Iorped 1 BCKOpe MOKa3ajics OTTy/a ¢ OyTHUIKON BOIKH, OTHOW U3
MHOTHMX, 3aTOTOBJIEHHBIX Ha BpeMsl rpombicia. OH KaJHO MU U3 TOpJia B HAIEKAE, UTO C KaXIbIM
IJIOTKOM MBICJIH O ChiHE yieTydarcsi. Ho Te Bcocasuch B MO3T, MOAOOHO KIIely.

Bckope, korma conHIle CKpbUIOCh 32 TOPU30HTOM, OH OTOPOCHIT OYTBUIKY B CTOPOHY, pa3ouB
ee BIpeOe3ry, v, 3aMblYaB OT BHE3AIMHO MOJCTYMMBIIEr0 YyBCTBA TOPEYH, yIasl Ha TIOJ U 3apblaall.
Bopbka TyT ke MoCHenmu yTelnTh X035 MHa, 0OIU3bIBas €ro MmeKy OONBIINM, IIePIIaBbIM S3bIKOM
Y TIPOTSIKHO TocKynuBas. [1€c menan 310 Tak ycepaHo u Jiods1, uro Cepreil He BbIAEpKal U KPETKO
CKaJl 1ca B OOBbATHUSAX.

— CoIHOK, MakcumMKa. .. ['ocrionu, 3a 4to 16 Tak co MHOM? 'ocrionn, 3a uto?! — 3axJ1e0bIBasACh,
TOBOPWJI OH TPSIMO B cepO-0eJIblid 3arpuBOK Iica. — MakciuMKa, Mol MakcuMKa. . .

Ente 1o1ro oXoTHHK Aepka B OOBATHSIX CBOETO BEPHOTO TICa, MBITASICh XOTh HA CEKYHTy N30a-
BUTBCS OT peskyIer 00U B Tpyau.

Ho 6o He oTcTynumia 1o Tex mop, MokKa TeJio ero He 0OMSIKJIO M OH, TOYYBCTBOBAB HEBEPOSIT-
HYIO YCTAJIOCTh, He PYXHYJI IPSIMO Ha TT0JI, MOTPY3UBIIUChH B IOJITUN U KPEIKUH COH.

13

Bce nocnenytormue qau Cepreii Oimy)aai 1o Jiecy Kak npuspak. [IpoBepsist oqHy JIOBYIIKY 3a
JPYTOii, OH C HeOYMEHHEM OOHAPYKUBAJI, UTO C KAXK/IBIM THEM JINUb IOIa1ajiach B Hee Bce pexe. OH
HE MOT HAUTH O6T)HCHGHI/IH 9TOMY CTPAHHOMY ABJICHUIO, pa3BC YTO 3BE€PLKH IOYMHEIN U IMTPO3HAIN
00 YCTpOFCTBE JIOBYIIIKH, UTO YKe 3Bydasio Kak Helyernuia. Ho akT ocraBaics (pakToM — KyHUIIbI He
ob110. [laske Bopbka, MOCTOSIHHO YJIaBIMBAOIIMH 3arax JU4u, OyATO MOTEpsT codaube OOOHSIHME.

Ceprelo Ka3anoch, 4to cam Bor moaroBopui cBoé TBOpeHUe — MPUPOJLY, U Ta YCTPOUIIa KO3HU
npotuB Hero. Y T'ocrona cloBHO cO3pert 3JI0BEIINiA YMbICET — JOOUTh CTapOoro OXOTHUKA OKOHYA-
TEJIBbHO, IITO6])I OH HUKOrJga HE 3HaJl CITOKOWMCTBUSL.

BriepBeie 3a CBOIO JKHM3Hb OH MIOYYBCTBOBAJT HEHABUCTh KO BCeMy BOKpYT. OH He MOT CMOTPETh
Ha OCJICTLISIONINE UCKOPKY cHera. [TpoKJIsiThie iepeBbsi, OKPYKAIOIIKE ero CO BCEX CTOPOH, BbI3bIBAIN
TOJIOBOKpYsKeHue. 37100a Oypiuia B HeM, MOJOOHO 3aKUIMAoIIeMy YallHUKY, OCTaBICHHOMY Oe3 IpH-
cMoTpa. Becemu cuamu OH crapajicst COXpaHATh CBOMCTBEHHOE €ro PeMecily XJIaJHOKPOBHUE, BbIpa-
OoTaHHOE 32 JIOJITUE TO/IBI B JIECY, HO C KakKIbIM JIHEM JIeJIaTh TO CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TPYIHEE.

Mopo3 3a mpolieime JHU pa33agopuics myine npexHero. CuiibHee OH BOH3AJICS B IEKH
HEBUIUMBIMY WIJIAMH, 3aCTaBJIsIsI KOXKY HeMeThb. Jla u BeTep jaBai o cebe 3HaTh: Kak/Iblii Bedep OH
CBUCTEJ 32 Mpe/iesiaMi XMOApKK BCe TpOMYe, Pa3HOCsI KPYIHUIIBI CHEra 1o BCemy Jiecy.

Hepnonro nymasi, Cepreil NpuHsUT peliieHue pa3MeCcTUTh HOBbIE KYJIEMKH UyTh CeBepHEe MpekK-
Hero yJactka. Bce He Mor OH B35IThb B TOJIK, OYEMY 3BEpHU MEPECTaNU TONAIaThCsl B JIOBYIIKU, HO
1 pa30uparhCs B 3TOM He ObUIO HU CWJI, HU BpeMeHu. OH NPUBBIK JeHCTBOBATh, & HE TPelaBaThCs
W3JUIITHUM JIyMaM, TIOCKOJIbKY KasKIbIH JIeHb ObLI Ha cueTy. Eciiu oH He 1o0yneT HeoOXoqumMoe KO-
YeCTBO IIKYPOK K KOHITy NMPOMBICTa — OH mpornait. Kusnp Ceprest 3aBucesia OT HUX TOYHO TaK ke,
Kak XM3Hb ppiOaKa oOT yyioBa.

Cob6paB TOOXOISAIIME KEepAU, BEPEBKY M CaMOJEIbHYIO MPUMAaHKY, OH, MOBECHB Ha IUIEUO
pyXbe, OTIpaBuiIcs B gopory. [Ipoiis HECKOIBKO BepcT, 100paics 10 HeOOJIBIIIOro 03epa U BMeCTe C
Boprkoii Ha Gepery ycTporit HeOouboi puBail. O3epo MoKas3aaochk eMy 3HAKOMbIM, OH ObLT KOT/1a-
TO 3J1€Ch, HO HE MOT' BCIIOMHHUTb, KOTJ]a UMEHHO.

KysiéMKu OH pacrosio:kui HermogaaeKy Apyr OT Apyra. Y HEro yuulo Ho4YTH YEThIpe Yaca Ha To,
‘ITO6I>I HaUTH noaxogsdamue MeCrta 1 COOpyauThb JIOBYIIKH. Panbiie on mor 6I)I CITPaBUTHCA HAMHOI'O
ObICTpee — COOpYXaTh KYJIEMKH /151 Hero ObUIO IUIEBBIM JICJIOM, HO TETlepb, B HBIHEIIIHEM €TI0 COCTO-
SAHUU. ..
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OH BepHyJIcsl B XMOApKy ellle 3aCBETI0. 3aiis BHYTPb, OpPOCHII B3IJISI HA TPECHYTOE 3ePKAJIO
Y 3aMEeTUJI, KaK elle CUIbHEee COCTAPHJICS 3a TIPOLIEAIINE THH: BOJIOCHI 1O IIBETY ObUIA HEOTIMUUMBI
OT CHera; MOPIIMHBI CJIOBHO TPAHIIIEH, CTAH eIlle TTyOKe; BOASHUCTHIE I71a3a He BhIPAKaId HUYEro,
KpoMe Tocku. ['ope OyATO YCKOPHIIO BpeMs U 3aCTaBUIIO TeJI0 OXOTHUKA TMOCTAPETh eIlle CUIIbHEE.

B rnaza 6pocunach KHMKKA JIEPMOHTOBA, KOTOPYIO OH TaK M HE OTKPBLI C TEX CaMbIX MOp, KaK
K Hemy npuinen Bacwmil. B3siB ee, OH cen Ha Jie)kaHKy U, 4a0bl OTBJIEULCS OT U3bEAAIOIIETO TyIIy
ropsi, OTKPBUI Ha CITyYaliHOM CTpaHMIIE, T/ie OOHAPY KU HEUTO MHTepecHoe. Bosne oHOro U3 cTuxoB
OH YBHJIEJ TIOMETKY KapaH/AIloM, B KOTOpoy 6e30mud0YHo y3Ha noyepk Makcuma. [TomeTka sta
racuia cieaymomee: «Ilana, pan, 9to Thl 100pascst 4O 9TOM CTPaHUIIBL. DTOT CTUX MHE OCOOEHHO
TIOHPABUJICS».

JIBa KpOXOTHBIX MPEJIOKEHUsI O)KUBUIM €TI0 ChIHA Ha HECKOJIBKO CeKyH.. Ceprei OTUeTIMBO
ycIIblaj, Kak MakcuM ¢ HUM 3arOBOPUJI, U I71a3a HEBOJIBHO HAIIOJHUJIMCH CIIE3aMHU.

[lepeunTaB 3aMeTKy CbIHAa HECKOJIBKO Pas3, OH IIPUCTYIINJ K YTEHUIO CTUXOTBOPEHU S 1OJ1 HAa3Ba-
HueM «OIMHOYECTBO»:

Kak crpaiitHo x)U3HU ceil OKOBBI
Ham B onrHOUYECTBE BIAYUTh.
HenuTh Becesibe — BCE TOTOBBI:
Hukto He xoueT rpycTh J1euTh.

OpnuH 5 37€Ch, KaK 11aph BO3AYIIIHBIM,
Crpajanbsi B cepiie CTECHEHBDI,

W Buky, Kak cyapOe MOCITyIIHO,
loma yxonsrt, OyaTo CHBI;

W BHOBB NPUXOAT, C MO3JALIEHHOM,
Ho Toi1 ke crapoio meuroi,

W By rpo0 yenuHEeHHBIH,

OH X O€ET; YTO K MEIJIUTh HaJ 3eMJIer ?

Hukro o ToM He nokpymmres,
W GynyT (s1 yBepeH B TOM)

O cmepTtu GoJTBIIIE BECETUThCS,
Yem 0 poxIEHUN MOEM.

Ha Ceprest 31 miectHaaaTh CTpOK MPOW3BENM HeM3IaguMoe BredyarieHnue. OH TOUHO cam
Haricast ux B 1830 romy (mara Obula yKa3zaHa B MPABOM YLy CTPAHUIIBI TIOJI CTUXOTBOPEHUEM),
HACTOJIBKO OHHU ObLIM ONM3KM €ro HbIHEUIHEMY COCTOsiHMIO. Kakaas cTpouka M Kaxagoe CIIOBO
MOI0OHO KMHXKATY pe3aJii Mo Cepaily, Aenasi eie Xyxke.

Ho Tem He MeHee OH MepeunThIBaI 9TU IECTHAIATh CTPOK CHOBA U CHOBA. EMy mokazanoch,
YTO MPSIMO ceifuac B XuOapKy 3aiaeT Makcum 1 OHU BMeCTe OOCYISAT ITOT CTHX, U BCE APYTUe CTUXH, C
kotopbiMu Cepreit ycries1 03HaKOMUTBCsL. OXOTHHUK NIEPEUMTHIBAIL IO TEX TIOP, IMOKa OYKBbI HE HAYAIIH
PacCIUTBIBAThCS, a I71a3a He 3aIIUIaJIo OT YCTAIOCTH.

OH Tak 1 YCHYJ C OTKPbITOW KHUATOU Ha TPYAH.

14

YTpo cnenymomero JHs, Kak W BCeraa, Ha4yayioch ¢ boppkrHOrO nas.
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Cepreil noszaBTpakaj, HAKOPMWJI IiCa, U BMeCTe OHU ABUHYJUCH B MyTh. M3-3a TOro, 4ro
KYJIEMKH Tenepb ObUTH PACCTaBJIEHbI B IPYTOM MECTHOCTH, IPUIILIOCh UITH JOJIbIIE HA TEJIbIX TOJI-
TOpa yaca.

[Noroma Beiganack cnaBHou. B HeOe He ObUTO HM oOnauka. [Tpexk/ie Kryduii MOpO3 CHKATUIICS
U, 110 KpaiHe Mepe CerofHs, pell He TI0JIb30BaThCsl CBOMMH JieAsTHBIMU 3yOamu. Cepreil cuen 1o
3a XOPOIIUI 3HAK.

B niepBoii s1oByIIIKe HUYEro He OKa3aloch. [IBe kepau, HAOMHHAOIIKE XHIHYIO MacTh Ha
sSI3bIKE-TIAJIKEe, Ha KOTOPOM Jiekasa MpUMaHKa, HUKaK He U3MEHWIUCh C TeX TOp, KaK OH TMOCTaBUI
ux. OH TpoBepUJI JIOBYIIKY M, YOSIUBIIICH, YTO OHA B ClIy4yae yero cpaboTaeT, ABUHYJICS JaJIblIe.
OcraBajocs eme Tpu Takux xke. Ho y crnenyrormeit ero xana ta e camasi KapTHHa, YTO U C MPebl-
AYIIMMA. DTO MPUBOJMUJIIO €TO B HEJOYMEHHE, TIOCTENIEHHO HAUYMHABIIIEE TIepepacTaTh B THEB.

Bckope oH noOpajicst u 10 nociieqHel KyJEMKH, HO U B Hell TOXe 0Ka3aJloch MyCTO.

— Cyka! Traps!

Cepreii He Bbliepkal. PykaMy OH CXBaTWJI OJHY M3 Kepleil — OCHOBaHUE JIOBYIIKH — U TIPH-
HSUJICS KOJIOTHTB €10 TI0 COCEIHEMY JIEPEBY, COITPOBOXKJasi BCIIECK SIPOCTH OTOOPHBIM MaToM. OH OnJT
10 TeX TOp, MOKa XKepiib He CIIOMaach MOMoJaM, IOCe Yero NpUHSUIICS 3a BTOPYIO.

B 311 cexynapl Bopbka B3BOIHOBAHHO MOCKYJIMBAJT 1 OPOAMII U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, HE HAXO/IS
cebe mecta. [lec morbITancs NpUOIU3UTLCS K XO3SKHY, HO, TTOCTIE TIIYXUX YIapOB O JIEPEBO KepIpblo,
OTCTYIMaJI, OIacasch MOMACTD MOJ FOPUYI0 PyKY pa3OyIIeBaBIIerocs XO3s1Ha.

Korza Bce coopyskeHue ObUI0 YHUUTOXKEHO, OOECCUIICHHBIN CTAPHK PYXHYJI B CYrpo0 U CIpSATAT
Mo B pyKax. Ero teno apoxario, HO He OT X0Joa — C HUM OHH ObLIM JABHUMH JAPY3bsiMU. Tesio ero
COIpOTasioch OT THeBa U ropst. OH YyBCTBOBaJI ce0sl CAaMbIM OJJMHOKHMM Y€JIOBEKOM Ha BCeM OesioM
cete. JKankuil cTapuk, y KOTOPOro HUYEro M HUKOTO He OcTasioch. [lake pemecso, KOTOpOMY OH
TMIOCBETHJI BCIO JKM3Hb, CJIOBHO BOIUIOTHJIOCH B HEKOE JKMBOE CYITIECTBO M OTBEPHYJIOCH OT HEro, OpOCHB
Ha Mpou3BoI cyabObl. EMy Bce 310 ocToueprero.

Pyka cama notsiHynach K OpyKeiHOMY PEMHIO.

Bopeka 3ackymun myie npesxHero. OH yJIOBWII, YTO MMEHHO 3aMBICIMIT XO35IMH, HO TIOKA elle
co0auMil MO3T He YCIes MOHATH STOTO JI0 KOHIIA.

Mennenno Cepreii pa3BepHyI pyXbe K Juily. MieaibHO KpyIJible I71a3a ayna ¢ Oe3pa3iniueM
YCTaBUJIACh HA HETO, OKKIask BEPAUKTA

Cepreii 3acyHyl UX B POT, OIIyTHJI Ha SI3bIKE MPUBKYC MOPOXa. 3yObl 3aCTy4aIn O XOJIOAHBIH
CTBOJ pyXbsi. Cepalie 3aKONIOTWIOCh B OellieHOM puTMe. BoJbinoii nasen MeJyieHHO crubascsi Ha
KypKe.

Boppka BCTpeBOKEHHO HaYasl IM3aTh XO3MHY IEKH, OTTOBApUBAsi €ro OT 3ayMaHHoro. Yep-
HBI HOC BBIPHCOBBIBAT MOKPBIE JOPOKKM Ha TPyOOH IETHHE, Ille OHU CMEIIMBAIUCH C PEJKUMHU
cJie3aMH — TIOCJISAHUMHE, KOTOPbIE CTapblii OXOTHUK CMOT BbIKATh U3 ceOs1 32 BCE ITH TSOKEIIbIEe THU.

3BeHsIIas THIIMHA BOKPYr OyaTo crajia emie rpomdye. Ilepen rnazamu nosisuiicss Makcum —
elle COBCEM MAJIbUMIIIKA, OH YJIBIOAETCS] eMy M MallleT PyKOM, 30Bs1 KyAa-To 3a COOOM.

[Manerr oXOTHUKA KOCHYJICS KypKa, CKaJICH, U. ..

VYerplmanHpi UM BHaYasIe IIyM OH MPHHSUT 33 TAJUTIOLMHAIMIO, HO Korga bopbka oTckoumi,
BCTaJI Ha JBIOBI M 3apbluall HA YTO-TO MO33H, OH TOHSUI, YTO 3TO He TaK. MeIJIeHHO OH TOBEpHYI
TOJIOBY U YBHIEN B HeOe uctpedutesb. 3 XBOCTa BaIMiIM KJIyObl UEpPHOTO, €JKOTo AbiMa. [IBuraresnsb
KaK-TO TMOIO3PUTENBHO IIyMell. Ero TeHb MPOCKOJIb3HYNA HaJl TOJIOBOM OXOTHHKA, 3aCTABUB YIIACTh
B cyrpo0. TyT ke OH BCKOUMJI Ha HOTH U HE OTpPBIBAsICh HAOMOOAJ, KaK caMoJieT, U3/aBasl 3ByKH,
HAIOMUHAIOIIYE KallleJTb, POJIETEI ellle Mapy KUJIOMETPOB, TIOCJIE Yero TUXO PyXHYII B JIECHOH POIIIE.

[Mouru munyTy Cepreii CTOSUT B OLIETIEHEHUH, TBITAsICh MTOHSTH, HE OUEPEIHOM JIU 3TO KOIIMap.
W nurb B30y ICHHBIH Jiaii BOPbKY B CTOPOHY YepHOTO JbIMa, BAJISIILIETO C MECTa KpyIIeHHsl, 3aCTa-
BWJI CTAPOTO OXOTHUKA MPUUATH B CeOsl.

— 3a mHoi1, bopbka! 3a mHoi!
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15

B Bo3nyxe Bucen 3anax rapu. OH ObLI COBCEM PSIIOM.

Briepsoie 3a nonroe Bpemst Cepreii OlyTHII OCTPOE IyBCTBO JIIOOOIMBITCTBA. YTIABIIUN UCTpe-
OUTeNb B 9TOW TITyIIH ObLT JIJIs1 HErO KaK MpHIIesiel] 13 MHOTO MUpPa, BTOPIIIHUIACS B TPUBBIYHBIN YK/
KU3HU. B Kakoii-To cTerneHu oH Jaxe ObUT CYaCTIIMB, YTO ITO MPOU3OIILIO — PYyTHHA ObliIa HapylIeHa,
U Terepb OH He YyBCTBOBAJI ce0sl, KAK CTPEJIKM Ha Yacax, MOBTOPSIOIIE OAMHAKOBBIN MyTh M30 JHS
B JICHb.

Bopbka 6exar cieioM, S3bIK ero 0oJTaics, TOUHO OCSHHUM JIUCT Ha BeTpy. Kazanock, uro néc
HE MEHbIIIe X031MHa XOTeJ KaK MOXKHO CKOpee 100paThCsl 10 MeCTa KPYIIeHHSI.

Cepreii 3amep, Kak Oyaro okoueHes. Boinocku Ha ero pykax B3IbIOMIIICh, M OH HACTOPOXKHJICS,
CO CTOPOHBI HATIOMUHASI 3BEPs1, YUYSBIIETO n4b. OXOTHUYbE Uy The MPEAYyIPEIIIIO €ro O BO3MOKHOU
onacHoctH. Kak u Bcerna, Cepreii joBepuiics eMy U He Iporajai. . .

Hcnonb3ys nepeBbsi B KaYECTBE YKPBITHSI, OH OCTOPOKHO MOAKPAJICS K MECTY KpyIIeHHUsI. YIIH
ero YJIOBWJIN HEPYCCKYIO pedb. BHauasie 1mokasasnock, 4To roBopsT Ha (PMHCKOM, KaK-HUKaK I'paHuUIla
Obl1a coBceM psijioM. Ho crycTsi HECKOJIBKO CeKYH/I OH Oe30IMO0YHO y3HAJ SI3bIK, KOTOPHIA ellie
ABALATh C JIMITHUAM JIET Ha3aJ CIIBIIAI MHOTO M MHOTO Pa3 Ha IMOJSIX CPAKEHHH. . .

310 OBUIM HEMIIBL.

AKKypaTHO BBITJISIIBIBAS U3 YKPBITUS U TIPYKUMast MOpAy Bopbku, YTOOBI TOT HEHAPOKOM He
3asasu, Cepreid 3aMeTHJT OTHOTO YeJIOBeKa: HEBBICOKMH, OAETHIN B OeIblii KOMOMHE30H C YKOPOUEH-
HBIMH IITAaHWHAMH, OH TBITAJICS TTOMOYb CBOEMY HallapHUKY, HAXOAMBIIEMYCSl BO BTOpOW KaOuHe
MJIOTA, BBHIOPAThCSl U3 MCKOPEXEHHOTro McTpeduTesns. Hemer TsHyT 3a pyKy TOBapHIla, Kak Je
PETKy B U3BECTHOM HAPOJHOM CKa3Ke, HO TOT MO-MIPeKHEMY OCTAaBaJICSl HA MECTe, CJIOBHO MTPUKOBAH-
HbI. OXOTHHK MPEIONIOKIIL, YTO OT CTOIKHOBEHH S UCTPEOUTENS C 3eMiield U Oe3 TOro TeCHOE MECTO
B KaOMHE CIeNanoch elle TecHee, 3akaB HOTH JIETUYMKA CJIOBHO B THCKaX. A BOT €r0 JIpyry, OCHOBHOMY
MUJIOTY, TTOBE3JI0 YyTh OOJIBIIE, OH XOTsI Obl MOT XOIHUTb.

Camomy ke camornety ObuTO OOJIbIIe HE CYXIEHO MOAHATHCS B HE00. OIHO U3 KPBUIBEB OTO-
PBAJIOCh U TMIOKOMJIOCH B TTape METPOB OT caMoi MaxuHbl. HocoBasi yacTs morpedeHa roj cyrpooom,
U3-TIOJ] KOTOPOTO BUIHEJICS] KOHEIl BUHTA, a U3 MOTOPa BAIWJIM KJIyObl YepHOTO JibiMa. IMEHHO 1bIM
JaBaJl OJCKA3Ky O TOM, YTO MPUYMHOM KPYIIEHUs MOIJIa CTaTh HEeMoJaKa B ABUTATEE.

Bce ati pasmbinieHns 3actaBui Ceprest OTBIIEUbCS M OCTTAOMTh PYKY, KOTOPOW OH TPUXKHU-
MaJI 1ica, 9To CTajio OoJbion omuoOKon. [1éc raBkHy, 3aCTaBUB HeMIla B OeJIoM KOMOMHE30HE TYT
e Pa3BepHYThCS B UX CTOPOHY. OXOTHHUK TMOHSUI, YTO €r0 3aMETWJIM, U PEelIny AeHCTBOBATh He3a-
MEeUTUTENBHO. . .

Hewmerr pBanyn k (pro3esnisiky, Ha KOTOPOM JiesKasl aBTOMAT (U KaK TOJIBKO OH Cpa3y ero He 3aMe-
TH!), ¥ TIOYTH KOCHYJICSI €70 PYKOSITKH, KaK BJIIPYT ...

...TPOXOT PYKbsI TPOH3MJI JIECHYIO TUIIIMHY.

Henpusitens 3aBoru ot 6011. MHOKECTBO MEJIKUX IPOOMHOK BOH3WIIUCH B €TI0 MTPABYIO HOTY.
Merkuii BeicTpen qajcst Cepreio mpole IpocToro — rofbl MPAKTHKK He MPOIILTH IAPOM.

Hewmer TyT xe ynas B cyrpoO ¥ MOIOI3 MO yleeBiee KPbUIo CaMoIeTa, YTOObl CIIPSITAThCS.
Ho Bopbka nocnemnmi 3to npeceds. 3Hasi, 4TO MOCHE TPOXOTa PYKbsl XO35IMHA MOACTPEJICHHAs TUYb
JO/KHA OBITh B €ro 3y0ax, méc OpOCHIICS K KPbLTy caMojieTa M Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I COMKHYT
[acTh Ha pykKe (alucra.

— @y, bopeka! @y! — mpuKkazan OXOTHUK, U COOAKA TYT K€ OTCTYIUIIA, TPUOTU3UBIIKCH K X035
UHY.

Cepreii, He oIycKasi pyXkbsi, OCTOPOKHO TIOIXOIWI K YKPHITUIO HemIla. BoiiHa, 3akoHuMBIIasICS
Oosnee ABaLIATU JIET HA3a/l, HAy4YHsIa ero OJHOMY M3 BaXHBIX MPABWII — Beeraa ObITh OAUTEbHBIM U
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OCTaBaThCsl HAYEKY, Jake eClIU Bpar sIKkoObl modexaeH. VIMEHHO 3TO HacTaBJIeHHE He pa3 Cracajo ero
KU3Hb B Y’KaCHBIX OKOIaX, ¥, BO3MOKHO, TOJIBKO Oiarofapsi eMy OH JI0 CHX MOpP XOIWT U ABIIINT.

OH NOKOCHJICSI HA BTOPOTO JIETUMKA, TIPUIAaBJIEHHOTO B KabuHe. ToT He mopaBai MpU3HAKOB
JKU3HU U, Cy/sl TI0 CMHSIKaM ¥ OOWJIMIO KPOBH Ha Jivlle, ObLT Oe3 CO3HAHUS WM BOBCE MEPTB.

VYuaieHnHoe pixanue paneHoro CepreemM HemIia CIIBIIIAIOCh OU4eHb TpoMKo. OH Mom3, OTTal-
KMBAsICh JIOKTSIMU, OCTaBJIsIsl TIOCIie ce0s1 KPacHYI0 JOPOKKY KPOBH, M TIOUTH 3aJie3 MO KPbLIO, MOKa
Cepreil He OCTaHOBWJI €r0, HACTYNIMB TOMY Ha paHeHyo Hory. Ho oH He 3akpuyain. Hemen cruchyn
3yObl M 3aMbIYaJl, HAMEPEHHO Teprisi 6071b. OH NOMNbITAICS TOI3TH Jasibiie, U Toraa Ceprei emie CHilb-
Hee HaXkasl BaJIeHKOM Ha OKpPOBaBJICHHYIO HOTY. 11 Hemell He BbIIepKall.

B necy pasznmasics gymepasauparomuyil Kpuk. bopbka 3aiasii, CIOBHO MPOCs XO35MHA OCTaHO-
BUTD 3TOT yKacHbIH 1ryM, HO Cepreii He oOpairan BHUMaHKs Ha 1ica. C Kax 0l CeKyH/I0i OH HaJlaB-
JIMBaJ HOTOHM BCe CUIbHee. MBIIIIIBI €ero JIMIa JpoKaji OT THeBa, KaK CBEeAEHHbIE Cyqoporoil. Emy
ObLIO TIPUATHO NMPUYMHATH OOJIb HEMILY, & €r0 BOILTA ObLIM MY3bIKOH [1s yiei. CiaBHasi 1 JOJITO-
KJaHHAs] MEJIOWsI, TIOCBSIIEHHAS] OTMITIEHHIO 3a ChIHA.

Borum npekpatuivics. Hemernn ynast JIMiiom B cyrpod U 3aMoJIK, MOTEPsIB CO3HAHUE.

Cepreil B3s1JICs 32 KOXKaHbIA peMeHb U MOTSHYJ TsKenoe Tesio Ha ceOs. ToT He meBenuics u
HE T0/1aBaJT MPU3HAKOB XKM3HU. Cepreit KOCHYIICS ero IJjiedya U MOBEPHYII JIMIOM K cebe.

T'ocnoou....

D70 OBUI ele COBCeM MaJlbuMilKa. BHavyane eMy moyyauaoch JUMIO MakCUMKHU — YK OYEHb
ObLT Ha Hero moxosk! Takue ke BOJOCH I[BETa CeHa, MyXJIble I'yObl, HeOObIION IOHOIIECKUH MoK
Ha roroopozake. Poctom pasBe 4To HAMHOTO MEHBIIIE.

Cepreii yciplman Tuxoe corneHue Hemi@a. Ctaao ObITh, TOYHO B OTKJIIOYKE M MOXKET OUHYTHCS
B JTIOOYIO CEKyH]TY.

OXOTHUK 3a7yMaJiCsl, 4TO JIeJIaTh JaJIbIIe.

[epBoii ero MBICIIBIO OBLIO KaK MOKHO CKOpee T00paThCs 1O OJFMIKANUIIero MOCcEIKa M COOOIUTh
o KpymeHuu. Ho OH TyT ke OTOpOCHII 3Ty MBIC/Ib, IOCKOJIBbKY 0 ONMMKAWIIEro HaCeJeHHOTo MyHKTa
OBbLJIO BepcT COpoK xomy. Jlaxe eciu Obl OH BBIIBUHYJICS MPSIMO ceivac U e ObicTpee 0OBIYHOTO,
YTO B TaKOE BpeMs rofia ObUIO JOCTATOYHO 3aTPYTHHUTESBHBIM, TO JOOpasicsi Obl O Ty/la TOJBKO K
3aBTpamHeMy yTpy. To OuIb HOUEBKM He M30eXarh, a HOUEBaTh B 3THX Kpasx 3UMOH Cpeay Jieca
PaBHOCHJIBHO CaMOYOHIACTBY. [lake eciiv OH JeCTBUTENBHO PEIIuICs Obl Ha STOT HEJIETKUI MOXO/,
COOPYAWJ YKPBITUE U3 Kep/eH U BETBEH eJi, Ha MOCTPOUKY KOTOPOTO HYKHO MOTPATUTh JOCTATOYHO
MHOTO CHJI, M 3aHOUYEBaJ Obl TaM, HaJesiCh IPOCHYThCS HA CIEMYIONIMIA JeHb, OHO TOTO HE CTOMJIO.
PuckoBarts ku3HbI0 paay Kakoro-To ¢ammcra? CauIKoM ONacHO, CIUIIKOM. . .

A mouno au onacro?

OH BCTIOMHWJI, YTO €lle JBaAIaTh MUHYT Ha3a AepXkasl y pra AyJlI0 PyXbs U MOYTH CITyCTUT
Kypok. Eciu Ob1 He 3TOT uctpeduTens. .. OH Ol crienan 310, o aa. Crenai Obl.

Ho T'ocrionp, BUAHO, pemvi pacopsiAUThCS €ro AyIIOHKON HHaYe.

Cepreii mponoKa JyMaTh, U CJICIYIONIECH ero MBIC/IbIO ObLTa pofHast fepeByInka. [lo Hee 106u-
parbcs Kyza mpoiiie, TeM 0oJiee IpU YCIOBUM, YTO OH 3aHOUYET y ceOsl B XHOapKe, HO M 3[1eCh CKPbI-
Basiach 3arpo3zka! Peka, mo KOTopoii OH CYIIECTBEHHO COKpallial MyTh, aBHO 3amMep3ia U MpeBpa-
THJIACh B JieATHON KoBep. JloOpaThes Tyna 3MMOM MOXHO OBUIO TOJIBKO B OOXOJ.

[Monyyanock Tak, 4yTo 00a €ro MiaHa He CHJIBHO OTIMYAJIMCh JAPYT OT Apyra. Tak win uHaue,
YTOOBI T0OPATHCS JI0 JHOMEH, eMy TPUIIIOCh Obl HOUEBaTh B MOPO3HOM JIecy.

U torpa Cepreil npuHsUIT €AMHCTBEHHOE, KaK €My IOKa3aJI0Ch, MPABUIILHOE PeIlieHre: OH BOPO-
TUTCSI B XUOAPKy, MOY)KMHAET, a Ha Clieqyloliee yTpo, coOpaB HEOOXOAUMOE, TBUHETCSI B CTOPOHY
cBoeii iepeBHU. OH BO3bMET CIIUYKH, YTOOBI Pa3BECTH OTPOMHBIN KOCTED, COTPEBAIOIIHIA BCE BOKPYT,
ozieHeT elnie onHy ¢ydaiiKy, 3aXBaTUT IIUTAPOK U Uepe3 ABa-TpH AHs OyleT Ha MecTe.

Dta 3atesi NoKa3aJI0Ch eMy CaMOU YTO HU Ha €CThb MOIXOISIICH.

A umo xce deaamwv ¢ Hum? — nogyman Cepreit, CMOTpsl Ha HEMIIA.
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A Huuez0, — TYT ke OTBETHJI OH caMm cede. — [lywaii nodvixaem. ..

Cepreii mogoIIENT KO BTOPOMY MIJIOTY, 3akaToMy B kKaOuHe. ['yObl HeMIia MocuHeN , Io100po-
JOK Kacayicsi Tpyau. V30 pTa Me/I7IeHHO TeKJ1a KPOBb, Kamaomas Ha MOJTHUAI0 KOMOMHe30Ha. OXOTHUK
CHSUJT C TOJIOBBI HEMIIA KOJKAHBIH I1IJIEM U 3aMETUJI, YTO STOT OBbUI UyTh CTapIlle CBOEro HarmapHuka. Ha
BUCKaxX BHJHENACh CEIMHA, JIMIO ObLIO TNIaJKO BHIOpUTHIM. Ha BOpoTHHKE ObUIa METIHIIA KPACHOTO
I[BETa C CEPHIMH HAIIMBKAaMH B BUJE KPbLIbeB. UTO MMEHHO 9T0 ObUIO 32 3Banue, Cepreii He 3HaN, OH
He pa30upasIcsi B HBIHEITHUX HEMEIKMX 3HAaKaX pas3iimuusl.

JIOTpOHYBIIHCH THUTBHON CTOPOHOM JIAJJOHM JIO IIIeH MIJIOTa, YTOOBI MPOBEPUTS Iyibe, Cepreit
yOenuIICcsl, 9TO TOT MEPTB.

He oGnapyxuB Hudero 6osee, OXOTHUK PEIIWI I0JIbIIe He 3a/1epkuBaThes. Ha Besikuii ciydait
OH KPENKO MPHBSI3aJl HEMIIa-MaJbUMIIKY K KPbUIy CaMOJIeTa ero e KokaHbiM peMHEM. He 3a0bu1
MIPOBEPHUTH U HAJIMUME y HErO HOXKA WJIM elle Yero-HuOyab, ClIocOOHOTO Tnepepesars myThl. Huvero
Takoro He ObU10. OH mpuxBatwi MP-40, U3 KOTOPOro ero 4yTh He MOACTPENUI TOT TaAEHBIII, U
BMecTe ¢ BopbKo# molnes mpous OT MecTa KpyIIeHHUs.

OH 3Hai, YTO C paHOW HEeMell JOJITO He MPOTSHeT. [laxke ecau Obl OH yMyIpUJICS KaKUM-TO
00pa3oM OCBOOOAMTHCS OT MYT U UYyJOM MepeBsi3aTh ceOe paHy, YTOObl OCTAHOBUTb KPOBb, — M 3TO
ele He TOBOPSI O HECKOJIBKUX JECATKOB JPOOWHOK, KOTOphle HEOOXOAMMO W3BJIeUb, a0bl He ObLIO
3apaxeHusi, — XOJIOJ TIOMJIOTHII OBl €ro, OCTABMB 3aMep3aTh Ijie-HUOYIb HEMOJAJIeKy, MOCKOIbKY C
TaKOM paHOH JaJIeKo He YHTH.

Cepreii 3HaJ1, 4TO 3Ty HOUb (DPUILL HE TIEPEKUBET.

Hy u nyckaii.
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Uepes nmapy 4acoB OH JOIIEN JO XHOaphl, 3aBaprJl KPEMKOro 4aio, 1Moej ropsiueil OBCSIHKU U
nake nopemuics eto ¢ bopbkoit. [loka He cTeMHesno, HaKOJIOM JPOB IS IpeAcTosiield Houu. Becemu
CWJIAMHU OH CTapajics JeJiaTh BU[, YTO 3TOT JIeHb HUYEM HE OTIMYAJICS OT JAPYTHX...

Ho 3710 6b110 HE Tak.

Cepreil 1axe He 3aMETHJT, KaK 3aKypHBaJI TPEThIO MAMpOocKy noapsia. Habmonas 3a yxoasimmm
COJIHLIEM, OH 4YBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO 3a6bl)1, HO HMKAaK HE€ MOI' BCIIOMHUTDH, YTO UMEHHO.

Mpicnu O TpeKJIATOM HeMIle He JaBajid eMy IMOKos. Ero BHYTpeHHOCTH OyATO IEKOTaId
MEPbAMU, BbI3bIBAS HEIMIPUATHBIC OLYILICHUA.

[Nono6Hoe mpoucxoauio y Hero, koraa MakciMKa cesl B TOT 3JI0CUaCTHBIN TPYy30BHK BMECTE C
APY3bAMH U HABCECT1a UCYE3 U3 €I'0 JKU3HU. Hepbﬂ H TOrjga miekoTaii B paﬁOHC rpyay, 3aCTaBjidAa CxKU-
MaTbCsl BHYTPEHHOCTH B OTPOMHBIH y3ei1. U ceftyac. .. DTo HEHaBUCTHOE OLIYIIIEHHE CHOBA JaBaJio O
cebe 3HaTbh, U CKOJIBKO OBl MarmrpocC OH HHU MBITAJICA BbIKYPUTb, YYBCTBO 3TO HAIIPOYb OTKA3bIBAJIOCh
MOKUIATh I'OJIOBY, 3aCTPsAB TaM, KaK Mbllllb, YITOAUBIIAA B MBIIICIIOBKY.

Bbi10 IpUHATO peleHre TPUMEHUTh OoJiee TSHKENTYI0 apTUILIEpUIo B O0pbOe ¢ 3THM OIIyIIie-
HHUEM. ..

OH 3amen B xubapy, CIyCTUJICS B TOABAJI, T CTOSUT 3aTXJIbIA U CHIPOM 3amax, U JOCTall elle
oy OyTBUIKY BOJIKHM, 3amacHyio. Henonro gymasi, oH Hauas OTKpbIBaTh ee MPsSMO TaM, B ITOABAJIE.

KpachHas npo6ka ¢ riiyxum 3ByKOM yraja Ha HOJI.

OH noTsiHy OYTBIIKY KO PTY ¥ MOYTH MOJAHEC K rydam, HO pykKa 3ameprna. [71a3a cMoTpenu Ha
TOPJIBIIIIKO, HATIOMHUBIIIEE eMY AYJI0 PyXbsi. [Ipy MBICTIH, UTO OH XOTEJI CErOHs MOKOHYHUTH C COOOM,
roJIOBa 3aKPYKUJIACh, ¥ OH MIOUTH MOTEPSI PABHOBECHE.

Ymo sice smo meopumcs?

MenJieHHO, C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO canépa, OH MONOXKUIT OyTHIIKY Ha TaOypeT, 3aKpbUl €€ U BbLjIe3
U3 MofIBaJIA.
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Crenyoliyto MUHYTY OH CTOSUT TaK, CJIOBHO B 3eMutio Bpoc. ['0oBa Obuta 3a0MTa MBICIISIMU, 1
OH TIBITAJICS TIOHSATh, UTO ke eMy Jiesath. MUp BOKPYT, Ka3aJocCh, CYIECTBOBA OTJEHHO.

Iokypumy, Haoo nokypume...

JlpoxanmMy pyKaMu OH HACBITAJ Maxydero Tabaka Ha JJMCTOK Oymard ¥ MoJIOBUHY PacChIMal
Ha rnon1. [LTioHyB Ha 3TO, CKpYTHJI €€ B TPyOOUKY, HO TIepeyCepICTBOBA — CAMOKPYTKA Pa3BajIMiIach
NpsIMO B €ro pyKax. B sipocTi OH OTOPOCHIT B CTOPOHY OIIMETKM Tabaka M Oymaru v pUHSIICS CBO-
paumBaTh HOBYIO. Ha 3TOT pa3 rurapka ynanack, ¥ OH TYT Xke IMOCHEIIU PUKYPUTH ee OT OrHst Oyp-
KYWUKH.

Buiiifs Ha yauily, OH cesl Ha IeHEK, psZIoM C KOHYpoi HejloymeBaroiiero bopbku. Pookuii oro-
HEK Ha KOHYMKE IIUTapKU SIPKO 3aropesicsi OT JUTUTENbHON 3aTshKKH. Cepreii Kypuit ObICTPO U PeIn,
YTO, KaK TOJILKO OyJeT MOKOHYEHO C TOW MAMPOCKOW, OH CHIeNIaeT CIIAYIONIYI0 ¥ OyIeT KypuTh 0
TeX TOp, TIOKA BCE MPOKJISTHIE MBICJIH, POUBIIMECS B TOJIOBE KaK OOJOTHBIE MOIIKH, HE UCYE3HYT.

OuepenHas 3aTsKKa Janach eMy ¢ TPYAOM, U, He BbIIEpKaB, OH 3akanuisics. [IpucioHuBIIHCH
K CTEHE U TIO-TIPEKHEMY He BBIITyCKasl IIUTapKy U3 MaJIbLIEB, OH MBITAICST N30ABUTHCS OT HETIPUSITHOTO
OIIYILEHUS B TOpJIe, He IaBaBLIETO €My TOKOsI YK€ HECKOJIbKO MECSIIIEB.

Bopbka 3apbruan. OrisHyBIIKCH B €10 CTOpoHY, Cepreii 3aMeTu1, Kak 1ec Ipukai yIuu, py-
THYJICS K 3eMJI€ U, HE OTPBIBASICh, CMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY Jieca. OXOTHHUK MPOCIISANIT 32 €0 B3IJISIOM H. . .

...yYBUJIEJI TOTO CAMOTO BOJIKA. 3BEepb CTOSJT B HECKOJIBKUX Iarax OT XUOapbl M CIIOKOHHO
HaOmonai. Illepcth Ha 3arpuBKe OblTa B3[bIOJICHA, HA KOHUMKE HOCA JieKasl KOMOK cHera. Psmom
C TacThI0 BUIHENACh Oenasi mojocka ImpamMa. Mopra B CpaBHEHMM C MCXYJAJIBIM TEJIOM BBITJIsIENa
OI'POMHOM — KMBOTHOE OOJIbIIIE BBI3BIBAJIO UyBCTBO KAJIOCTH, HEXEJHM CTpaxa, Kak M MpU MepBOi nxX
BCTpEUH.

Cepreii 3a1mes1 B XUOapKy, B3sJ1 CO CTOJIA KYCOK COJIOHMHBI 1 TIOIIEN B CTOPOHY BOJIKa. Bopbka,
Kak Oy/ITO 3apeBHOBAJ, 3aiasl mylne npexHero. Cepreo MpUIILIOCh HAJIABUTh €My JIaJOHBI0 Ha
MOPY, YTOOBI TOT HE IMyraj rOCTs UM HEHAPOKOM He KMHYJICS Ha HEro.

Bonk mHenpunyxaEHHO ocMoTpen Ha Cepres, CKIIOHWJI MOPAY BHU3 M HAIPaBUJICS B €rO CTO-
POHY, OCTaBJIsIsl 32 COOOM Yepeay CIAedOoB-TOYEK OT Jjar. KenTble ria3a 3Beps OCTAaHOBWJIMCH Ha
Bopske, oH 3amep.

— Bops, ¢y, — Txo npousnec Cepreit u cujibHee HaIaBWI Ha Mopay Tica. — @y, Tede roBopsr!

Boppka moguuHUIICS — caesal HECKOJIBKO IIaroB Ha3aj M CIIOKOWHO CeJl, IIeBEeIsi XBOCTOM OT
TMIEPETIOTHSIONIETO BO30OYKICHUSI.

Bosk, yoenuBimcs, 4to myTh Oe30maceH, MpogoJKII UATH, He CITyCKas I71a3 ¢ oxoTHHKa. [1pu-
ONMMKasCh K HEMY, OH TO OTCKaKMBaJI Ha3a[, OKH/asi HalaeHusl, TO, BCE e PEIIHBIIKCh, ITIeN BIe-
PEn, K CTOJIb JKeJTaHHOMY KYCKY 3aCOJIeHHOro msica. Mopza ero Oblia oryIieHa, CJIOBHO OH KJTaHSLICS.

— He 6oiics, crapuHa, He 6oiics, 6epH. . .

B koHIIe KOHIIOB 3BEpb 1 BOBCE OIMYCTUJICS Ha OPIOX0, MPOIOIIKAst UyTh JIM HE TIOJI3TH B CTOPOHY
Cepresi. OH He Ka3aJicsl eMy OfIHUM M3 TeX KYTKUX XUIIIHUKOB, OXOTUBIIMXCS CTael U yOMBaBIIMX
BCE KMBOE. DTOT 3BE€pb HABEpHsKA ObLJT POKJIEH BHE CTall U BCIO KU3Hb, KaK NMPHUBUAEHNUE, OPOAUT
1o 3TOoMYy Jiecy. BoT Tonbko asst uero?

s gero?

C upe3BBIYatHON OCTOPOKHOCTBHIO 3BEPb, OTKPHIB MACTh, MOAXBATHII 3yOaMH KYCOK COJIOHUHBI 1
CKpbUICS 32 cyrpoOoM. OXOTHUK B3IJISIOM MPOBOIMJI 3BEPs1, YOSKIEHHBIM B TOM, UTO 3TO HE MOCTIe-
HsIsl UX BCTpeya.

OH Tak ¥ He TOHSUI, YTO MMEHHO 33 YYBCTBO pa3be/lasio €ro BHYTPH, HO YSCHHJ OJHO — OT
HEro HeoOXoAMMO M30aBUThCA, MPSAMO ceityac! Y HU BoAKa, HU JECATKU BBHIKYPEHHBIX LIMTApOK HE
TMO3BOJIAT €MY YHSITh 9TO YKAaCHOE OIIyILICHHE.

Cepreil B3su1 B pyKU CaHH, TIPUXBATUII TIAPY CTAPEHBKUX OAEKEK M BBIIIEN U3 XHOApHI MOJ JIaii
rica. Bopbke, KpemnkKo MpUCTErHyTOMY IIETbIO K pa3BIMBAIONIEHCS KOHYPE, TOIBKO M OCTaBaJIOCh, YTO
JIasITh BCJIE/ XO35IMHY, OeryIeMy BriyOb Jieca.
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CorHile, OChLIast MOCNETHHUE JIyYH, TIOUTH CKPBLJIOCh 32 TOPU3OHTOM.

Xomop cran npodupars mymie npexHero. Cann Cepreil 1aBHO CIYCTHJI Ha CHET, BOJIOYA 3a
BepeBKy. plmarh ObLJIO TPYIHO, B TOpJie OUIYIIAICs MeIHbIA MPUBKYC, W JIUIIL OTOHb OT HAcIeX
CHEJTaHHOTO MM (pakesa MPUSATHO COTrpeBalt JUIIO.

Tlooox sce, nasepusika nodox! — nyman Ceprei.

Ho npomormkan uaru, cam He 3Hast IOYEMy.

OH nocrapasicsi COCpeIOTOYUTHCS Ha IOpOre, K TOMY ke TO ObLIO ceiiyac OueHb HEOOXOIMMO.
K HOBOMY MapIpyTy, BJOJIb KOTOPOTO OH PACCTABWII KYJIEMKH, HOTH €Ile He YCIIe/Id NTPUBBIKHYTh,
a TJIa3 He HAMETHWJT OPUEHTHPOB. DX, €CJIM Obl ITOT MPOKJISTHIA UCTPEOUTENb YAl B MECTHOCTH, TIO
KOTOpO# oH xomwt npexae! OH ¢ 3aKpHITBIMU IJ1a3aMu 100pasics Obl 1oTyaa. A 31eck. .. Eie u Tbma
OM3UTCS, a B HEH XOTb IJ1a3 BBIKOJIU — HUYETO HE ChICKATh.

Vaaya oka3zanach Ha ero CTopoHe. B meTpe oT ceOsi — OH MOUTH MPOoIIe] MUMO — OXOTHHUK
3aMeTHJI CJIOMAHHBIN KYCOK Kep/r, KOTOPYIO OMO3HAJ KaK YacTh KOHCTPYKIIUU W3 pa3pyIIeHHON UM
panee yoBymiku. Camoint nmocneqHeid. Ctano ObITh, OH OJTU3KO. ..

Ors11eBIINCH, TONBITAJICS BCIIOMHUTD, B KAKYI0 MIMEHHO CTOPOHY yraJl camosieTr. Kak pa3 B aty
CEeKYH/y TMOCJIeTHHI JIy4 COJTHIIA OJIECHYJT MeXy KpoHamu AepeBbeB. HyXHO ObUIO AEHCTBOBATS.

Cepreil pemui, 4To cedyac camoe BpeMsl JIaTh BOJIO MPEK/E HE MOIBOIMBIIEMY €r0 YyThIO.
OHO 3aroBOpWJIO ¢ HUM €r0 XK€ TOJIOCOM U IIIENOTOM IMOJICKA3bIBAIO: UCTPEOUTENb HAXOOUTCS Ha
CEeBEPO-BOCTOKE.

Tyna oH 1 oTIIpaBUIICA.

18

B TemHOTE HEMeNKMii HCTpeOUTEIh HAITOMUHA HEBUAAHHOTO 3Bepsl, JIeXKAILErO CPEeAU CHera 1
CMMPUBILIETOCS CO CBOEN YYaCThIO.

Vxe uznaneka Cepreil 3aMeTHi1 YejaoBeueckylo purypy Bosie irozensika. TOT ene 3aMeTHO
MOUIEBEUII PYKOIL. . .

OxOTHUK MeJIJIeHHO 3atiarai Brepea. CHer noj BaJleHKaMH 3aCKpUIIes Tak TpoMKo, uto Cepreit
C TPYAOM CIIBIIIAT COOCTBEHHOE AbIXaHKe. Me/IJIeHHO CBET OT ero (hakesia MpuOKajcs K 00JIOMKaM,
TIOKa TeryIoe CBeYeHHe He KOCHYJIOCh KOHUMKA aPMEHCKOT0 carnora, OKpOBaBJICHHBIX IIITAHOB, OEJIOro
KOMOMHE30Ha. . .

Kus...

Marnpuuiieckoe JMII0 HEMIIA TOKPBUI MHEW, HalOMUHAs cetyto 6opoay. PecHuIis! peBparu-
JICh B OETOCHEKHBIE HUTOUKH, I71a3a ObLIM UCITyTAHHBIMU. YKPBIBasI TEJIO TIPABOM CBOOOTHON PyKOM
(npyras ObUla IPUBSI3aHA PEMHEM K KPbUTY), OH MBITAJICS CMIACTHCh OT XOJI0a, JpOXka Kak JIMCT Ha
BeTpy. Hemerr ¢ GonbImiM TpyaoM MOTHSUT JIMIIO B CTOPOHY OTHSI, TPOMKO CTy4da 3y0amu, a 3aTeM,
MaxHYB, OITyCTHJI €€, CJIOBHO YBHIET MUPAX.

Cepreii BOTKHYI (hakes B Cyrpo0 psiioM U, He TIepEeMOHSCh, pa30pBajl OKPOBABJICHHYIO ITITa-
HUHY. YBUJIEB, YTO OBUIO IMOJ] HEel, OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK IO CITMHE MPOIIESICS XONOJOK: pyKerHast
ApoOb He MoKaJiesia HOTY, BOH3UBIIMCH ITyOOKO B TUIOTh. B mprnauy k atomy Cepreil BCIOMHIII, KaK
¥ CaM MOMOT OKa3aThCsl MAJICHPKUM METAUTMYECKUM IapUKaM elle riyoxe B Hore, Koraa MprKuMal
ee BaJIEHKOM.

W3-non masibTo OXOTHHMK BHITAIIMI MPEX/E 3arOTOBJIEHHYIO CTapylo pydaxy. PazopBas ee Ha
YacTH, OH KPETKO TNepeBsizal el paHy. biarogaps Mopo3y Hemell OTepsil He TaK MHOTO KPOBH,
KPOXOTHBII IIAHC BBIKUTH Y HETO elre ObL.
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['yOwl 10HIIa efie 3amMeTHO TeBeuvch. OH Opeiny Ha CBOeM POJHOM SI3bIKe, HO UTO MMEHHO,
ObLT0 He pa3oOparth. [To3Hanus Cepresi B HEMEIIKOM OIPaHUYMBAJIHMCh JIMIITh HECKOJIBKMMHU CIIOBEY-
KaMH, 3allOMHHMBIIMMUCS €llle 10 MOJIOJIOCTH Ha BoiHe. [la M MOHMMAaTh pedb He ObLIO HUKAKOTO
CMBICIIa — HeMell ObUT B Opey, Kak | JIOO YeJIOBEK, CTOSIIII OTHOW HOTOM B MOTHIIE. A STOT IOHBIN
CTOPOHHUK HAIMOHAJI-COIIMAIM3Ma, BUIATh, 3aHOCKJI BTOPYIO HOTY ...

ITpu nomorm Hoxa Cepreil cpe3ai peMeHb, Ha YTO YIUIO JIparolieHHbIX Mapa MUHYT, U TIOJIO-
KUJI JIeJisTHOe TeJio Hemila Ha canr. OXOTHHUK 3apaHee MpeycMOTpell, YTO ero XKUBOU rpy3 Oyaet 6e3
CO3HAHHA U HE CMOXKET y,[{ep)KI/IBaTL paBHOBeCI/IG Ha CaHAX, U JJId 3TOro HpI/IXBaTI/UI MOTOK BepéBKI/I.
3akpenuB TeJo, OH, 3aKypUB MAlMPOCKY, YTOOBl YHSTh HEPBHUILKH, B3sUT BEPEBKY U MOBOJIOK CaHU
10 CHEry.

Ero He moKuajio OIIyIeHUe, YTO OH UTPAET HAMIEPETOHKU CO CMEPTHIO.
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daxken moutu NOTYX, ¢ TpyaoM corpeBast Cepres u ero rpy3. Kazanock, 4to Ku3Hb 3aBUCENA
TOJIBKO OT 9TOTO MaJIEHbKOTO sI3bIYKA IJIAMEHH, U, €CJIM OH UCUE3HET. . .

006 3TOM aKe JymMaTh He XOTENIOCh.

Kaxnpiii mar gaBasics ¢ TpynoM. Mopo3s kak OyaTo oOpet IIoTh U pa3 3a pa3oM, CTOUJIO eMy
MOJIHATH HOTY JUISl OUEpeIHOro IIara, XBaTayl ero CTyI€HbIMU pyKamu ¥ Tammi BHU3. [Ipo Hemia,
JIeXKAIIEero Ha caHsx, Aaxe AyMaTb He ObUTo cuil. Uyansiock, 9TO OH Be3eT Topy KaMHeH, a He Telo.
Emy xotenock 6poCcUTh TOTO rajia, epeBepHyTh CAHU U CITyCTUTD TOro ¢ Xonma. Ho on He mor. Cam
HE MOHMMaJ, 3249eM eMy TaK HeOOXOMMO OBbUIO JOCTABUTH ITOTO MAapIIMBIA B O€30MacHOE MECTO.

Jla nomep e, a 51 60xcyco ¢ HuM... — mogymain Cepreil, HO IPOBEPUTH ITO ObUT HE B CHJIAX.
OCTaHOBUTHCS U YAOCTOBEPUTHCS B TOM, UTO HEMEII JKHB, Ka3aJI0OCh €My HEMTOCTHKUMBIM JIEHCTBHEM.
Oco0OeHHO ceifuac, Korjia oroHb ot (hakesia Mor MOracHyTh B JIIOOYIO CEKYHIY. . .

Tak ono u mpousonwio. [TocnenHuid OrOHEK Ha KOHIIE KepIy KOJIBIXHYJICS M TYT K€ UcYes,
OCTaBUB OXOTHHKA HAEGJIHE C €r0 TPy30M.

BnienHblil cBET J1yHBI, NOXOXKUI Ha JasleKUi (pOHAPb Masika, OCBELLaJl ITyTh, OTPAXasACh HA CHEX-
HOM TIOKpoBe. 3Be3/Ibl Ha HeOe, TIOI0OHO 3puTesisiM amduTeaTpa, HaOMOIATN 32 TPOUCXOIAIINM U C
HeTeprieHNeM OXHUJIAIM Pa3BsA3KH STOTO 3UMHETO MPUKJTIOUEHHUS.

Ckpwr cHera 1oJi HoraMy MpeBpaTHiICS BO MHOKECTBO TOJIOCOB, MYKCKUX U KeHCKUX. Kako-
(ponus 3ByKOB, cpenu Kotopbix Cepreil He MOTI MOHSTh HU CJIOBA, Hayajla CBOAUTH ero ¢ yma. OH
MOHMMAJI, YTO MOPO3 JT0OpAJICS 10 TOJIOBBI, I1e HaYal KPYTUTh IECTEPEHKH U TallKH, C JIIOOOIIBIT-
CTBOM YY€HOro HalOofas1, 9To ke Oy/IeT Jasbile.

Hakower oH He BbIIepIKasl ¥ yIajl ¥ BCKOPE PelIvI YCHYTh IpsMO 371ech. [1neBath Ha ynoOcTBa,
TUIeBaTh Ha XoJ101. Bee, yero oH xkenaer, — 3T0 MpsIMO ceivac MOrpy3uThCst B OECIIEUHbI MUP CHO-
BUJICHU W He JyMaTh OOJibllie HU CEeKYH/Ibl. Bce mpom3oiieT Tak, Kak JOKHO ObLIIO STUM yTPOM:
r1yOOKO B JIeCy, CPe/ii CHera, B MOJTHEHIIIeM OIMHOYECTBE.

MoxeT, OHO U K JIy4IlIeMy.

K ckpunyunm rongocam 1o6aBmiioch HeuTo, yto Cepreil HAKOHEI CMOT TIOHSATh: JJO 00U 3HAKO-
MBIi Jlaii BOppKY cpey HeMPOTJISAHONW THMBI CTAJT ISl HETO CaMBIM IPEKPACHBIM 3BYKOM, KakK Oy/ITO
3aurpaia JoOruMasi MeJousl. YIIIM OXOTHUKA YJIOBHJIH, UTO JIAH IIeJ C 10ra, OTKYJa-TO HEMOJAJIeKy.

CoOpaBIIuch ¢ MOCIEAHUMHU CHUJIAMH, OH YMYAPHJICS BCTaTh HA HOTH, CPEAX Cyrpoda Halymnam
CaHOYHYIO BEPEBKY U, BOJIOYA 32 COOOM, OTIPABHJICS] B CTOPOHY JIasl.

C kaxaoit MuUHyTOM BOpBKY OBIIO CIBIIIHO BCE IPOMYE.
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[epeiM mestom Cepreit pazxer OypKyHKy.
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Terno BO3BpaIiajoch B TeJO, a BMECTE C HUM U SICHOCTh yMa. OH B MOC/IEIHUI MUT BBIPBAJICS
U3 Jlall CMEPTH U Temnepb HaxOoOwics B Oe30MacHOCTH, HacHaxaasch modemon Haj mep3aBkoil. He
cerognsi! Ho BOT HemI1a OHa elrie 1 He iyMauia OTITyCKaTh. MaJIbuuIlIKa He MeBeUICs, AaxKe MajbleM
HE JiepraJl, v JIMIIb eBa CIIBIIIHOE CONIEHUE U3 ero pTa, HAlOMUHAIOIIee CBUCT, TOBOPUJIO, YTO MOKa
ele OH COMPOTHBIISETCS.

Corpes nagonu, Cepreil OABUHYI TeJIO MaJjblia MOOJMKE K My3aToi Oypxkyiike. bopbka 1apa-
naJjl KOrTsIMH [IBEph M He mepectaBasi cKyaui. Ilcy kak OyaTo Obl HE Tepresioch BOOYMIO YBUIETh
XO035IMHA, YTOOBI YOSUTHLCS, YTO TOT HE paHEH.

— Jla Tuxo, bopeka! — npopsruan Cepreii. — [lail nogymMarb, CyKUH Thl ChIH!

OH B3s1 B pyKH HOX M aKKypaTHO pa3pe3ajl KOpUIHEBO-KPACHYIO MOBSI3KY Ha HOTE.

B HOC ynmapwi KyTKuii 3amax, CpaBHUMBIN pa3Be UTO CO CMPaJoOM Ha cKotoboitHe. Craako-
BaTO-KHCJIBIH MPUBKYC OYKBAJIBLHO BIUTAJICA B SI3bIK, 3acTaBiisisi Cepresi IpuxkaTh PyKy KO pTy. YBU-
JEHHOE He BCEJSJIO HAJIeKIbl: BOKPYT OTBEPCTHI OT IPOOMHOK 0Opa30BAIMCh YEpHBIE T€MAaTOMBI,
MOXOKUE HA CUHSIKH, — 3PEJIUILE He U3 MPUSTHBIX.

Cepreil OTBepHYJICS, MOAOLIET K OKHY U ITyOOKO BIOXHYJI, HAOMPAsiCh CMEJIOCTU TIEPel TeM,
41O 33ayMan caenarb. OH Opocuil B3MJIsA Ha HEMIIA, HA/IesICh, YTO TOT ympeT. [la, UMeHHO ymper,
BOT 37/I€Ch, B TEIUIE, & HE CPE/IM 3MMHETO Jieca, ONUPasiCh Ha JIeNsTHON (hI03eNsK UCTPeOUTeNs, Ie
MOTOM TeJIO OOTJIONAET 3BEphe.

Ho maspuniika He caaBasicst. [ pyap ero no-rpexHemy efie 3aMeTHO MOJHAMAJIACh B TAKT JAbIXa-
Huo. CWIbHBIN, 3apasa.

Jlaono, nomyman ripo ceds1 Cepreit, 6yob umo 6yoem.

OH crycTiics B ofiBas v 3a0past oTTyna OyThUTKY BOOKH. [ToqHsIICS U U3 BRIABUKHOTO IIKad-
YMKa JOCTaJ JIBe BWJIKH, U Ha 00erX COTHYJI 3yOIlbl 10 OOKam, TOClie Yero OpOCHiI UX B KOTEJIOK C
Kurisaied Bogoit. Creayoniye HECKOTbKO MUHYT OH METAJICS 1O XUOapKe B IIOMCKAX YUCTOTO TPSTIbS,
KOTOPOTo, pazyMeeTcsi, ObIJIO HE MHOTO, HO BCE e Mapa ITaHOB M pyOax OTHICKAJIOCh.

Eme nonrue tpu munyThl Cepreil cuaesn Bo3je Tejla U OXuIasl, Korjaa 3akunuT Boga. Ocro-
POXXHO OCMaTpuBasi paHy, OH IyMaJl O TIpeJCTOsIIel onepauun: 6e3 Mapiu, 6e3 MOMOIIHUKA, CIO-
COOHOTO TIOMOYb €My YIep:KaTh MalleHTa, eci TOT BAPYr ouHeTcs. [laxe 6e3 HOpMaJbHOTO, MaTh
ero, nuHiera! O 4yem OH TOJIbKO JTymaeT?!

Bona 3akunena, u Cepreil, ¢ OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO MaTepH, BHITACKUBAIOIIEH CBOE Yaj0 U3 KOJIbI-
6enu, Py TIOMOIIH JIOKKH BBIYJHJ IBE TOPsTUKe BIJIKU M MOJOKUI UX HA YHUCTYIO pyOaxy.

OH elue pa3 TAXeNO B3JOXHYJ, TBUIBHON CTOPOHOM PYyKH MPOTEP BBICTYMUBILIMI OT BOJIHEHUS
not. CenaB MIOTOK U3 OyTHUTKH, YTOOBI YCIIOKOHMTH YacToe OreHue cepiiia, 00padoTat BOAKON paHe-
HYIO HOTY ¥ B3$UJI CAMOJIEJIbHBIE TTMHIIETHI.

JlBaauaTh C JMITHKAM JIET Ha3a/l B €ro XKU3HU MPOU30IILIO HEUTO Mmoxoxee. Bo Bpems oxecro-
YEHHBIX OKOITHBIX OOEB IMyJisl YTOIWIa B )KUBOT OIHOMY M3 COJIJIAT, 3aCEB MEXY KEIyAKOM M celle-
3eHKoU. Mososioit Bpau, uMst kotoporo Cepreit 320501, HeMe/IJICHHO TIPUHSICS 32 U3BJICUCHUE TYJIH,
MPSIMO CPE/IU TPSI3H U MIPOUCXOSAINEro BOKpYT Oapaaka. Ero manyeHT ObUl B CO3HAHUM, M TaK TOJTY-
YHUJIOCh, YTO OH, JIeKa Ha KOJICHSIX Y TIOJIEBOTO Bpaya, BCEMU CHJIAMH YMOJIST TOTO He JIE3Th B €ro
KHIIKU U OCTaBUTD ITYJIIO TaM, TJie OHA ecThb. [JapHHUIIIKA COMPOTHBIISICS U MBITAJICS BBIPBATHCS U3
PYK CBOETO criacutelisi, Toka psiioM He nosiuimck Cepreit u emie napa congar. MiMeHHO ux Bpad
MONIPOCHJT TIPHKATh COCITYKMBIIA K 3eMJIe, IOKa TOT Oy/IeT MPOBOIUTH ONEPALIHIO.

Tpoe Kpenkux mapHei ¢ TPyIOM yAepKUBAJIM XWJIEHHKOTO Ha TMEPBBIA B3I MaJbUMIIKY,
BAPYT OOpEeTIIero HeMMOBEpHYIO cuily. M Bce moToMy, YTO TOT 3HAJT: B €0 BHYTPEHHOCTSIX OyayT
KOBBIPATBHCS, KaK B CyHIYYKe ¢ OapaxjioM, — He caMoe NpusTHOe oryiieHrne. CMOTpeTh, Kak Bpad
OpYAOBaJI IMHIIETOM B KMBOTE, OBLJIO ’KYTKO, HO TeM He MeHee Cepreio MpuxoAnIoch 3T0 HaOMOaaTh,
MIOCKOJIBKY OH TIOMOTaJ CMauMBaTh paHy aHTUCENTUKOM. CO CTOpOHBI Bpay BBITJISIIEI KaK YaCOBIIMK
3a paboToM.
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T HENPUATHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS 3acTaBiM pyku Cepres 3a1poxkarb. Tam ObLT Bpau, ¢ HOp-
MaJTbHBIM THIIETOM! VI BBIHUMAJT TOJIBKO OfIHY MYJTIO, a 371eCh. .. OKOJIO AecATH APOOHHOK. . .

K cnoBy, TOT Bpau ygauHO MpoBeJ ONepaluio, ¥ MapHUIIKa OcTaics KUB. UyTb M03%ke OH Aaxe
W3BUHUJICA NIEpe]] CIIACUTEJIEM 3a CBOE MOBE/ICHHUE.

Cepreii BbITep MicIapyuHy Ha JIOY ¥ COCPEAOTOUMIICS. 3yOUMKHY BIJIOK KOCHYJIMCH PaHbI M HAYAJIH
YITyONAThCS BCe Aabliie B TUIOTh, oKa Cepreil He OYyBCTBOBAI, KaK KOCHYJICS X KOHIIAMU TIePBOM
apoouHku. OH 3axkaJl ee Mesk/1y 3yOunKaMu BUJIOK U TMOTSHYJT K cebe. Yepe3 MrHOBeHHE KPOXOTHBIN
CBMHLIOBBI IIAPUK CO 3BOHOM YTIaJl Ha TapeJiKy.

OcraBanoch BBHITAIUTH €LIE JEBSTb.
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Ceprelo MOHAIOOMIICS TIOYTH Yac JUIsl U3BJICUCHUST BeeX JpOoOMHOK. [IpenocneHsis nanach
eMy OCOOEHHO TsIKeJI0 — Herofisiiika 000CHOBaJIach ITyOOKO B Oenpe, U3-3a Yero J0CTaTh ee ObLIO,
BCE PABHO YTO MONMATh KPHICY TOJILIMU PYKaAMH.

Kaxapiii pa3, Korja rope-nvHIET MPOHUKAN B IJIOTh, OH MO Bora o Tom, 4ToObI TOT He
NO3BOJIMIT HeMuype 04HyThes1. Kaskercsi, OH ObLT 10OpOXKeTIaTeNieH, ¥ MAllueHT 3a Bce BpeMsl Iake He
nepuyJcs. [IpaBna, ¥ XOpoIero B 3ToM HU4Yero He 6bu10. OCTaBaIoCh COBEPIICHHO HEMIOHSTHO, KUB
mm 1oHen? Vimu Bee 310 Bpems Cepreii JIMIIHUIA pa3 KOBBIPSUICS B 0e3 MATH MUHYT Tpyrie?

Cepnarre HemIia 6u10ch. TUXOHEUKO TaK, CTECHUTENTBHO, HO OMJIOCH.

Bpemst nokasicem, nyman Cepreii, Korja nepeBssbiBall paHy. B koHuye konyos, na éce E2o 6oas.
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OXOTHUK MPUHST pellieHre He JeIaTh BLIA30K B JIec JI0 TeX Mop, TIOKa HeMell He OUHETCS VI
HEe yMpeT. DTO MOIJIO MPOU3OUTH B JII0OYI0 MUHYTY. Tem Oosiee Bce MOCAEAyOIUE AHU 32 OKHOM
CTOsIJIa CUJIbHAsI MeTeNb, CO3/1aBias mMaccy mpoonem. Kaxmoe yTpo nmpuxoausaock youparb CHer ¢
KPBIIIA XUOAPKH, BEKJIUBO OCTABJIEHHON HOYHBIM BUXPEM, YTOOBI TOT He OOPYIIIUIICS Ha €ro TOJIOBY
¥ He TTPUOWITM TOYHO TaK ke, KaKk U KyHUITy B ero KylIémMkax. [Ipex/ie oH cTaKuBajics ¢ Karpu3aMu
norofisl, v, bor cBueTeNnb, B TOM rogy oHa Oblla 0COOSHHO cypoBa. Hukak mouysiia BoiHYy u 000-
3JTUJIACh, THOTO OOBSICHEHUS Y HEro He ObLIO.

HaGpocaB kydy craporo Tpsinbsi B yroi XuOapsl, OH cOOOpa3u HEUTO BPOIE JICKAHKH, KyJaa
TIOJIOXKMJT HEMIIa MOOJKe K OypKyiKe. YKIaablBaTh rajia Ha CBO€ MECTO OH He jKeJlajl — MHOTO YECTH.
K Tomy ke U3 ero paHbl coumiach CyKpOBHIIa, KOTOPOW OH HaBEpHsSKA Obl U3Mapall BCE ero MecTo
IJIsI CHA.

Emie cBsa3an Hemity pyku v Horu. Tak, Ha BCSAKUE CTyvait. ..

CrycTst HeCKOJIBKO JHEH BepHYyJIach Xopoiiias norofga. He ObU10 HM HaMeKka Ha BeTep, pa3Be uTo
MOpO3 He CIIaBaJics, O-TPEeKHEMY MPOAOIIKAs HEIATHO MOKAIbIBATh IIeKU. [IpeBocxoqHoe Bpems,
YTOOBI COBEPIIUTH BHIJIA3KY B JEPEBHIO U COOOIIUTH O HE3BAHOM TrOCTe B UX Jiecax. Ho MOCKOMbKY
HeMell HyKJaJICs B yXOjie, He TOBOPS O TOM, 4TO 32 HUM Hy’KeH ObUI IJIa3 J1a 1J1a3, OH PEIN C 3TUM
noBpeMeHuThb. Jlyutre, 4ToObl Hemell ObUT )KUB. MaJio Ji, aBOCh, 3HaeT 4ero? Bo3mMoxHO, 3T0 ObLI
HerpocTol camonieT? Pa3Bemunku? Besikoe MOXET ObITh.

Bbu10 Takke MHTEpECHO, ¢ KaKOU CTaTu 3TOT IoHel] cujies Ha Mecte nusioTta? Cyfs 1o Bo3pacty
ero HarapHHKa, a 1 1o OoJiee NECTPHIM METIHIIAM U ITOTOHAM, OH JIOJKEeH ObUT 3aHUMATh €ro MecTo.
JIio6onbITCcTBO Tak m3mydrio Cepres, 4TO OH Jiake XOTes MO-ObICTPOMY HaBeIaThCsl K UCTPEOUTENIO,
MOPBICKATh TaM XOPOIIEHBKO B MIOMCKAX Yero-HUOYIb MHTEPECHOTO. .. Ho TpekJIAThIi HeMell He TaBal
nokost! Bens ouneTcs xe, najia, u aepy aact. Vi notom ero tpyn B jiecy! Cunraii, 3pst MOPOUMIICS
C HUM BCE 3TO BpeMmsl.

Her, ¢ Hem4ypoii 5THM HAJI0 CHJIETh, KaK MaTepy C HOBOPOKIEHHBIM.
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Bopbka Toxe ydysis1 HeKOTOpBIe TiepeMeHbl B PUBBIYHOM JIJIs1 Hero oOctaHoBke. OH TO U IeJI0
HOPOBWJI 3alTU BHYTPb XUOAPKH, YTOOBI Y3HATh rOCTs mooyke. Cepreid 3aMydnJIics IUKATh HA HETO,
YTOOBI TOT HE COBAJI HOC HE B CBOE JIEJIO. YMHBIN 1EC, BEpHBIH. .. HO TIOOONBITHBIN, KaK IEHOK.

Kak-to HOubto Cepreil mpocHyJcst oT cTroHOB. Hemerl, Bech B moty, OOpMoOTai 4To-TO, efie
eBess ryoamu. OHUM CJIOBOM — Openit. JIUIIh TOJNBKO MPUOTM3UBIIUCH K HEMY, OXOTHHUK TTOYYB-
CTBOBAJI, KaK €ro 001ajo kapom.

HamouenHo# Tpsinkoit Cepreii Hauan oOTUpaTh ero JIo0, cOMBask TemMreparypy. 3aTeM IOIbI-
TaJICsl HATIOUTh €ro BOJIOW, HO Ta MOYTH BCs pacIliecKanach Mo Moiy.

— Uro, mackyna, Openutib... — 6opmotan Cepreid. — [lenate MHe Oosbllie He Xep, ¢ TOOOM
BO3UTHCS. TaM KyJIEMKHU CTOAT, 0OAMpaTh UX HAIO0, aH HET... Yropa3auio TeOs, CydEHBIIa, CBa-
JIMTHCS HA MOIO TOJIOBY. .. Korja ke Thl CIOXHEIlIb.

Ho nemen; ymupats He xoTesn. CIOBHO HAMEPEHHO MPUIJISIBIBAIN 32 HUM BBICIIIUE CUJIbI, HE
JOMYyCKasi, YTOObI OH He CJIeNal MOCIeAHUN B3/I0X.

— JlagHo, xuBw, raj... ZKuBu... A TaM IOCMOTPUM. ..
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Yacts 2. TpyaHocTu nepesojga

Konots noyTpy apoBa ObUIO €ro JI0OUMBIM 3aHSATHEM.

BbIXoz151 B OTHOM JIMIIIb CBUTEPE M IITaHAX C KOJIYHOM B PyKe, OXOTHHK PO ce0si IPUBETCTBO-
BaJl 3UMYy, KOTOpas JaBeya ero 4yth He npukoHuwia. Ho Cepreit He nepxait Ha Hee 31a. OH 1aBHO
TIOHSUT, YTO 3UMa — 3TO HEeTepIieMBasi X03siKa OONBIIOro ABOpIa: MPUIJIAIIaeT K cede rocTei, moka-
3bIBAET CBOM KPACOTHI, HO IIPOCUT HE 3aEPKUBATHCS CIUIIKOM HAJI0Jr0, MHa4Ye MPUMOPO3UT. JTO
IIPaBWJIO OH U151 ce0s AaBHO yscHUI. [IpaBzia, Mopoil MprUXoAnIochk €ro Bee ke HapyluaTh.

Bopbka niexain B KoHype, HaOmosas1, Kak Jie3BUe KOJTyHa C JISI3TOM OITyCKaeTcsl Ha MOJICHO, pac-
LIEIUIAA €r0 Ha JBE paBHbIE MOJIOBUHBL. [I€C ycmen moecTs M Tenepb HacnaxJajIcs yTPEHHEN 3UMHEN
npoxJyanoi. [laxke ero Opioxo XpIOKHYJIO OT YIOBOJIBCTBHSI.

Korma Cepreit B3MaxHyJ1 KOJIYHOM B OYEPEJHOM pa3, MOCIBIIIAICA METAUTMYECKUN JIA3T CO
CTOPOHBI XMOAPBI, TOYHO HA I10J1 YIIAJI0 HECKOJIBKO AJIIOMUHHMEBBIX MUCOK. CHauasa MojyMauoch, 4to
€MY 3TO MOCIIBIIIAJIOCH, HO HABOCTPEHHbIE Y1l BOpbKY M NOBEPHYTasA B CTOPOHY XMAKHMHBI MOPAA TYT
ke yoenuu B oOpaTHoM. bpocus Tonop Ha 3emitio, Cepreii ppaHyJ1 K XuOape U OTKPbUI JBEPb.

Ero rocts ounyscsa. OH cuzien Ha MOy M HOXKOM pa3pe3all IMyThl Ha HOrax, KaKuM-TO 4yJOM
ycrest ocBoooauTh cede pyku. Cepreit TyT ke BhIpPYTacs Mpo cedsl 32 TaKylo OPOMETYHUBOCTb: Be/lb
3HaJI ke, YTO TaJIEHBIII PAaHO WJIM IO3/IHO OYHETCS U MEPBBIM JIEJIOM MOMNbITAETCS OCBOOOAUTHCS,
HO TIPO HOX coBceM He noxymai! Bee ke ¢ Bo3pacToM mogoOHbIe By TSIKEIO Y4eCTh, OCOOSHHO
YUMTBIBasA COOBITHS MOCNIETHUX JHEH, HAITPOUb 3arl0JIOHUBIINX €r0 FOJIOBY.

Hewmen HartoMuHam Bopa, 3aCTUTHYTOTO BPACILIOX: IJIa3a CAEJaIncCh OONBIIMMH, PyKH, OPYIY-
I0LII1E HOKOM, 3aCTblIM. OH HE [bIIIA U COCPENOTOYEHHO YCTABUJICS HA HETO, IBHO IBITAsICh [IOHATD,
YTO TOT 3aAyMall.

I'naza Cepres Ha MUT IOKOCWJINCh B CTOPOHY PYyXbsl — OHO BUCEJIO BBICOKO Ha CTEHE, COBCEM
paznoM ¢ HeMueM. Tort, pasymeercs, B3IVIAH YIOBUIL. ..

OnHMM I0PKUM JBHKEHHUEM HEMell Cpe3aJl OCTABILHECS MyThI, POKATHIICS Kak OPEBHO K CTEHe
Y 4TO €CTb CHJIbI YAAPUJI 3I0POBOM HOTOM 1O Hel. Yepes CeKyHIly pyXbe, CJIOBHO YIaBILEE C IEPEBa
SI0JIOKO, OKa3aJIoch B €ro pykax. Bce 310 mpomsomnuio crons crpemMutensHo, uto Cepreit fake mary
HE yCIeJl CTYITUTb.

—IOpko npokaruics, — 6ypkHy: Cepreit. — Y MeHst bopbka Tak ke ymeeT, Koraa xpaTb POCHT.

— 51 He moHMMaltO Tebs1! — KPUKHYT HEMEI.

Hyno pyxbsi cMoTpeno Ha Cepresi, HAOMMUHAsA O COOBITUM MUHYBILMX JHEH, KOIJa OH YyTh HE
BBHIIINO ceOe MO3TH.

— He nonumaio s HY mmina Ha TBoeM, (hepIITeH?

Hewmen kpemnue mpuxan pyxbe K cebe. JIMIo ero crajio 3100HbIM.

— Pyccknii?

— Yero rosopunib? Pycckmit? — Cepreld Ha MrHOBEHME npusagymaicsa. — A, ¢eprenH!
Xouellb 3HaTh, pycckuii i 517 Hy Gatiomka pycckuii 661, 1a. Matyika ykpautka, [omna I'puro-
pbeBHA U3 3arI0pPOKbs POIOM. . .

— 3arkHuce! S He NoHMMAIO, YTO Tl TOBOPUILIL! — KPUKHYJI Pa3IpakeHHO HEMELL.

JInno Cepres crenanock cyposee.

— Tl MHe rosoc He MOBBIIIAH, IMEeHOK. S Ha TeOs 3Haenb CKOJIbKO pydax m3sen? — Cepreit
MaJIbIIEM YKa3aJl Ha OKPOBABJIEHHYIO HOTY. — Tenepb XOouTh BCIO 3MMY B OHOM U ToM xe! Ycyxni!
U BooO11ie, oTnai-Ka MHE MOE PyXKbe. . .

OH caenan HECKOJIBKO 1IAaroB K HEMILY C IPOTSIHYTOM PYKOM U BIPYT...

Hewmer Haxas cmycKoBOM KPIOUOK, HO BbICTpesia He nocienoBaio. Cepreid 3amep, OyaTo ero
JeAHOM BOIOW OKaTWiI0. C HEHABUCTBIO OH CMOTPEJI Ha CBETIIOBOJIOCOTO MaJIblid, OCMEIMBILIETOCS
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Ha)kaTb Ha CITyCKOBOM KPIOUOK ellle pa3, HABEPHSKa HaJIeSACh, YTO IIPOU30M/IET Uy/I0 U OHO BBICTPEIIUT.
Ho 4yna He npowusoruio.

— AX THI, Cy4€HOK... BOT 0OHa — TBOs GraronapHOCTh?

Cepreii BBIXBaTWJI OPYKME U3 PYK HEMIIA U MPUKJIAJOM OIpeJl €ro Mo rojioBe.

— 41, MOXeT, ¥ cTapblii, ¥ KOTEJIOK Y MEHs XyKe cooOpaxaer, Hexenu panbiie. — B3 Ceprest
B MOAATBEPKACHNE ITHX CJIOB HA CEKYHY YIaj B CTOPOHY HOXa. — HO 51 He HACTONBKO IJIyII, YTOObI
OCTaBJISAITh 3apsKEHHOE PYKbe BO3JIE TEOsI.

Hewmer1, HecMOTps1 Ha CHITBHBIH y/iap B TOJIOBY, MO-TIpeXHEMY ObLT B cO3HaHMH. OH MOMBITAJICS
JOTSIHYThCS IO HOXA, HO TYT XKe 3aKpuyall, koraa Cepreil Haxas HOroi Ha ero pany. JenaTb 31o 6bu10
HETIPUSITHO, B OOJBINEH CTETeHW M3-3a TOrO, YTO OH COTBOPUJ OOJIBIIYI0 PabOTy C €ro paHou, HO
TOJIBKO TaK MOKHO OBLJIO HAYYUTh COpPBaHIIa yMy-pa3ymy. HacTeIpHbIN apeHeK, BUIMMO, TOHIMAET
TOJIBKO SI3bIK HACUJIMSL.

— Y6epu Hory, ckotrHa! — peBen oH. — f Tebs nmpukoHuy! KitstHych 60orom, st u3 teos. . .

— He npaButcs, 1a? Bygenib 3HaTh, Kak BeCTH ceOsl B TOCTSIX.

Cepreiil yOpas1 HOr'y, CXBaT/JI HEMIIA 3a IIMBOPOT U MOBOJIOK B CTOPOHY ABepH nonsana. He
[IEPEMOHSICh, OH COPOCHJI BSIJIO COMPOTHBIISIONIETOCS I0HIIA BHU3, KAaK MEIIOK ¢ KapTOIIKOi. ToT
B3BBLT OT OOJIH, YIAPUBIINCH O AEPEBSHHBINA TOJI.

— 41 yObio TeOs1, cTapuKarika! — CKBO3b 3yObI ITIETITAJT OH.

— Buzku, BU3KH, MOXET OBbITh, OT 9TOTO TBOSI HOTa 3)KUBET ObICTpEe.

Cepreil 10ocTan U3 BHIIBMKHOTO SIIIMKA MATPOHBI — €Ille OJJHA MPOMAIIIKa, Hal0 Obl CIPATATH
ux B Oojiee YKpOMHOE MECTO, — U 3apsiinil pykbe. Ellle OH 10cTan HOBBI MOTOK BepEBKH, Oyaro y
Hero ee ObUIO HABAJIOM, U CITYCTHJICS B TIOJIBAL.

— BoH Tyna, xkuBo! — psaBkHys Cepreii U AyJIOM pyXbsl yKa3ajl B CTOPOHY JEPEBSHHOIO OIOp-
HOTO cToJ0a.

Hewmer okuHy1 €ro rpo3HbIM B3IVISAOM U HE IBUHYJICS C MECTA.

— Poxy niportie caenaii u qBurai Tyna, Kyaa s Beses, uHaue. .. — CTBOJ pyKbsl YTKHYJICS (DpUILY
B IUICYO.

Honro yroBapuath almcra He npuiuiock. [1ocTosB elie HeCKOIbKO CEKYH/L IEpesi OXOTHU-
KOM, JIEMOHCTPHPYSI CBOIO HETTPEKJIOHHOCTh, OH BCE e IOIIe B CTOPOHY CTOJ0A.

— CrimHoii moBepHuUch. — Cepreit onwican qyry IyJioM pykbs. — Pyku 3a criuHy, u 4To0bI O€3
BBIKpyTacoB. PepuiteitH?

Hewmen Tak u cnenan. Hexors oH npoTsHya pyku Hazaf, rae Ceprei X Kpenko 3aBs3all.

— He ¢ toro b1 Hauas 3HakoMcTBO, ['aHc. I ke Besb TeOe KU3Hb CIac, C TOrO CBETa BBHITAIMIL. . .
A TbI 32 pykbe. DTO y BaC Tak PUHATO, YTO JIY, av Kak ? Hy Huvero. .. §I yesoBek He30NaMATHBIN. . .

Kpenko 3arsiHyB y3ei1, Ja Tak, 4To Hemel| oT 6oiu MKHY:1, Cepreii B3IJISHY/ eMy B JIUIIO.

— Xort4 yero s pacnimHaioch? Thl ke Bce paBHO HU Xepa He MOHUMaelllb. . .

Hewmer Bce Tak ke Mpe3puTesbHO MPOAOIIKAI CMOTPETh Ha OXOoTHUKA. I1leku ero nokpachHenu
OT 3JI0CTH, IJ1a3a BRITYYUIUCh. Ero rHeB Oobllie HAMOMUHAT MaJbUMIIECKUHA, HEKeI HACTOSIIHUH,
MY>KCKOH.

Cepreii OIHSICS 110 CTYNIEHbKAM U YK€ CBEPXY KPUKHYIL:

— INocuau 1 mogymail XOpOIIeHbKO HaJl CBOUM ToBeieHreM, ['aHc!

[Tocne yero 3axs10MHYI ABEPLLY, U MOABAJ OKyTala ThMa, U3 KOTOPOM CIIBIIIAIOCH JIUIIb TUXO0E
ObIXaHUE TJICHHUKA.

2

Kak xe ObUIO IPUATHO Pa3MsITh HOTH!
Cepreii pemut, 4To TPOBEpKa KYJIEMOK ceiiyac OyJeT Kak pa3 KCTaTH, K TOMY JKe XO3sIiKa 3uMa
HaKOHeII C:KaJInjiach HaJl HUM M MoyMeprJia meut. Hemer| TouHo HuKya He jeHetcsi. OH KPEenKo CBsl-
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3aJ1 ero PyKH, J1a ¥ JBEpIly MoBajIa MOATep TsokeJeHHoW Oypikyikoi. OHUM CIIOBOM, ero Hebaro-
JapHBIN rOCTh ceifuac ObUT Kak pblOKa B aKkBapuyMe — HUKY/Ia He ICHEeTCSl.

XOTs mapeHbKa 3TOro He CTOMJIO HEeAOOIeHUBATh. Bee ke JIOBKO 3TOT MAacKy/IHUK MPOBEPHYT
TPIOK C PyXbeM. DTO ke Ha/I0 ObUIO IOyMaThCs, B3ATh M JIBUHYTH IO CTEHE TaK, YTO OHO eMy pa3
— U B pyku!

Cam eurosam, pa3MbILIsit Ceprei, 0a6HO HYIHCHO IMO 3axXonycmve 8 NopsiOoK npusecmu. I 6o3-
Oeli 3a0umo 20e HA00, DOUEUEK HECKOALKO NOMEHSMb. .. T020 2a510ub, pa3eaiumces éce K aeulemy.

Boppka Gerast BOKpYr X03siMHa ¥ TOBOJILHO MOCKYJMBAJI. BUmHO, TICy TOXe OCTOUepTesio Top-
YyaTh BCE 9TH JIHU B KOHYpE, U OH ObUT TaK paji MPOryJKe, YTO aXX CTIOHA U3 MacTH Tekyaa. Heckombko
Pa3 OH HEXHO TMOKYChIBAJI OXOTHHKA, TMOJHAYMBAS €70 Ha UTPy, HO ToMy Obuto He a0 urp. Cepreit
AyMaJl 0 JajibHEeHIIeH cyp0e ppiOKM B CBOEM aKBapuyMe.

IIpucmpeaums ez2o0, u 0eao ¢ KOHYOM, TIOCETUIIA €TO MBICTb. Bedb 3mom 2ad mebsi npuKoHuun
Ovl, OYObL makast 603moxcHocmv. M 2nazom ool He moperyn!

Ha camom nemre Cepreii ObUT Jake paf, YTO HEMITY yIaJIOCh 3aBJIAJIETh PYKbeM. DTOT Ciydan
JIMIIb YKPENWI €ro YBEPEeHHOCTh B TOM, UTO ['aHC HACTpOeH Bpak/1eOHO (KaK M MUJUTHOHBI JPYTHX
['aHCOB, ¢ KOTOPHIMU BOIOIOT HAIM pebsiTa). XOTh N3HAYAIBHO B TIIyOMHE MYIIU Y HETO U TeITUIIACh
HaJek/1a Ha TO, 4TO BCce Oy/leT Kak-To MHave.

[Momymas, oH Bce ke OTOPOCHIT MBICITH PO YOUICTBO. DTO OBUIO IIYIO U Hepa3yMHO. UTo xe
OH Ha HEro 3psi CUJIbI ¥ BpeMsl cBoe mepeBesn? Her, 31ech Hajo MOCTYNHTh ITO-yMHOMY. . .

OH pomien 10 mepBoi KyIEMKH, U... 0 uygo! Mexay xepasmu, OyaTo B MacTH 3Bepsi, MOKO-
WiIach 3aJjiefieHenas Tymka. Mbiciad o NmpokjsaTud BoxbseM, He JaBaBIMe eMy MOKOsI TOCTIEAHUE
HECKOJIbKO HeJleTTb, KaK BETPOM CAYJIO.

[NonoxuB 100BIYY B MEIIOK, OH TOIIIEN JaJbIIe, MOrPY3UBIIICH B Pa3IyMbsl.

Hewmerr 3ToT HaBepHsIKa MOXeT 3HaTh YTO-TO. Heuacto, — a ecim ObITh TOUHBIM, TO BOOOIIE HU
pazy, — 371ech Jietanu pamucTckue camoseTsl. CTasio ObITh, UMEHHO 3TOT CAMOJIET OCOOCHHBIN, Kak
Y €r0 MacCaKUpHI.

Hano 6wl BepHyThCS B JepeBHI0. TObKO BOT MITH AOTYA B 0OXOJ Mapy JHEH, TOTOM CTOJIBKO
ke 00paTHoO, 1 TOro — yeTBepo cyTok. Cpok Hemanbiid. Eciiin octapnsaTh Hemiia ofHOro, 6€3 MUINY 1
BO/Ibl, OH, TOTO U IJISIIM, OKOUYPHTCSI, HE TOBOPSI O BO3MOKHBIX OCJTIOKHEHHSIX C €0 PaHOM, KOTOpBIE
erte 00s13aTesIbHO MPOSIBAT cebs1. Bl erie BapuaHT: pa3BsizaTh ['aHCY pyKd, YTOOBI TOT CMOT JKpaTh U
MIUTh, U 3aMlepeTh KPEMKO-HAKPEIKO B TIOBAJIE JI0 TEX MOp, TIOKA OH He BEpHETCs 00paTHO. 3aMbICe
KazaJics BIIOJIHE OCYIIECTBUMBIM, HO TOKE UMeJT CBOM PpUCKH. Ero no-npexHemMy 03a1a4uBaio To, YTO
TUIEHHUK €ro JOCTaTOYHO cooOpasutesieH. OH MPO3HAET, YTO XO3sIMHA J0Jroe BpeMs HeT JIoMa, |,
BOCIIOJIb30BABIIIKCH ITUM, 00s13aTeIIbHO BhIOepeTcs U3 noaBaia. HaBepHsika HaileT na3eiky, CBOIoYb
ymakas!

BHITh MOXET, OH MPSIMO ceiiuac YTo-HUOYAb OJOOHOE OCYIIECTBISIET!

Ata HaBA34MBas MbIC/Ib 3acTaBuia Ceprest yCKOPUTH HIar.

Toocanyii, Tymai oH, u3 ceii 3moti KymepbMbl eCHib MOALKO 00UH BbIX00 — HCOAMb.

OH nosxzeTcs, MoKa Hora HEMIIA 32)KUBET JI0 TAKOTO COCTOSTHHS, YTOOBI OH CMOT XOTh CTYIUTh
Ha Hee. [Ipupércsa momorare rajay, IpOAO/KaTh JieunTh. [10TOM 3aBs3aTh €My PyKH U MO AYJIOM
PYKbsI COIPOBOAMTH JI0 AEPEBHH, IJIE OH C/IACT €ro OMKaliiM nmapTu3aHam wim congaram. [Ipaaa
BOT CKOJIbKO BpEMEHH MOHaJ00MTCS Ha TO, 4ToObl ['aHC okoHuarenbHO morpaBuiicsi? Cenmuna?!
Mecsii? On He uMe ToHsATHsA. EJbI-Tiaiisl, BOT ke 3acaa!

U Bce xe OH mpHIIes K BBIBOAY, YTO TOT 3aMBICEN Ky/Ia JIyUIlle OCTaJIbHBIX, XOTh U MIOTpeOyeT
OT HETO HEKOTOPBIX YCUJIUIA.

Howasi 1o BTOpol KyJIEMKH, OH CHOBa OOHApYKWJI B HEHl TyIIKy KyHuIlbl. Haxonka ero oopa-
J0BaJIa U JIIIb YKPENia yBEPeHHOCTh B TOM, YTO OH 33/lyMasl OTHOCUTEJbHO [ aHca.

! Cenmunia — Henens (ycmap. ).
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BepHyBiuch mocie 00xoAa MOYTH C 1IEJIbIM MEIIKOM JMYH, OH TEPBBIM JIEJIOM TPUTOTOBUI
OBCSIHKY. JIBe nmopuumu.

Hewmer, cnaBa 6ory, Hukyna ve aeincsi. Korga Cepreit crycTiiicsi B ofiBaj, TOT CHIE, IPUBSI-
3aHHBIN K CTOJOY, U IIypUJICS OT SIPKOTo cBeTa. Tenepb OH BBINJIsAE OOJBIIE YCTAIBIM, YeM 03J100-
JIEHHBIM: YTpIoMO cMoTpen Ha Ceprest, MOCIIe Yero OMyCTHJI FOJIOBY, YCTABUBILKCH B 3eMITIO.

— I'ynnrak, I'aHc. — OXOTHHMK MOCTAaBWII IBE MUCKHU C TOPsTUEi OBCSHKOW M JIBE aJTIOMUHHUEBbIE
KPYXKHU C XOJIOOHOM BoAoi Ha TaOypet. — Kak To1? [Topa3smbiciini Hag CBOMM MOBeIEHHEM ?

[TneHHnK MOKOCHIICS B CTOPOHY efibl. Ero mepecoxiime oT kaxabl TyObl BbIIABAIM HAMEPEHUSI
6e3 cJioB — OH Obl HAKMHYJICS Ha eIy U BOy mpsiMo ceiiyac. Ho ropmocts He mo3Bosisiia emy Oparthb
TMOJIauKy OT Bpara. [lake eciy oT 9TOro 3aBHcesia ero Ku3Hb.

Pazymeercsi, Cepreii TyT ke 3TO MOHSII.

— XKparp xouenb? — OXOTHHMK B35J1 MUCKY OBCSIHKM C JIO)KKOHM U TIOCTAaBWJI €€ Ha KOJIEHU. —
4 Bor TOXe mporonogancs. OOXod CTpaIlHO, 3HAelllb JIM, armneTuT Bo30yxkaaer. — OH 3aueprHyI
MOPIIMIO KaIlM JIOKKOW M Hadasl ecThb. — [louTtu Bce KylnéMKH coOpasl, MOXelb cebe MpeICTaBUTh?
JlaBeua BooOOILIE TONSAK ObLI, a cerofus. .. Ix! Bcerma Obl Tak.

Cepreii BbiTep 60pO1y OT KOMKOB OBCSIHKH, OTCTaBHJI MECKY B CTOPOHY U B351J1 KPYXKKY C BOJOM.

— Hy, 3a xopommii mpombicen! He Bogouka, KoHEUHO... Bomouky s Ha TeOsl, CKOTUHY, TIOYTH
BClo nepeselt. Ho Bee sydine, 4yeM Hu IIMIa.

Cepreii OCyIIWI KPyKKY Mapoid OOJBIIUX ¥ HAPOUYUTO IPOMKUX ITIOTKOB. Bee 310 mponcxonnino
TO0J1 PUCTAJILHBIM B3IJISIOM HEMIla, B KOTOPOM BHOBb IpOcCkINaiach 37100a. XKagHo oH Habmonan,
KaK Karulv BOJIBI CTEKAIOT 0 CeJoi OOpOoJIe HAIJIOro CTapHKa.

Basbsi:kHO OXOTHHK JJOCTaJT M3-32 yXa IMUTapKy U MPOTSIHYI €€ B CTOPOHY HeMIIa.

— Bynemn?

Momnyanue.

— Hy kak xouemb. — OH 3aKypui1, OPOCHI UCTIONB30BAHHYIO CIIMYKY HA MOJ U YMHHO 3aTsi-
HyJICcs1. — XOpoIuii Bce-Taku Tadak y Bacunus BacunbeBnua. ['opunHKa npusiTHast, U MPUBKYC UHTE-
PECHBII.

Cepreii 3aMeTnI1, Kak HeMell, He OTPBIBASICh, CMOTPUT Ha HETO UCTIOJIOObSI.

— Ox, poxy-To ch&xun Kakyo! Ox, cyposbiii! — OH 3atsiHy/ICA. — [IBIpKYy BO MHE pOOypHUTh
coOpaics rnasumamu ceonmu? Xe-xe. Hy nmpoOyii, mpoOyii, aBock cpadboTaet. Toraa, Moxer, U BbiOe-
peribesl.

Cepreil JOKYpuJI IUTapKy, MOTYIIAT ee O TabypeT U 3aeprkai B3] Ha Hemile. Co CTOPOHBI
3TO BBIMVISZIENO TaK, CJIOBHO OH OCMATpUBAJI KAPTUHY B My3ee, MoAMedasi pa3sHOOOpa3Hble AETaH B
Hell.

— Bort uro, I'anc. .. — ckazan Cepreii 1 BcTas ¢ TaOypeTku. — Pa3 Tl y MeHs B TOCTSIX, s X0uYy,
YTOOBI TH YCBOWJI IBa BAKHBIX MPABUIIA. . .

Cepreii ozo1es K HeMIly MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO, TKHYJI €T0 B IPy/b ¥ TPOU3HEC MO CJI0TaM, TOYHO
YUHTeTh HAYaJIbHBIX KJIACCOB:

— B mMoem soMe Thl JOJKEeH BecTH ce0si Xxopolo, depmreiin? — OXOTHUK yKa3asl B CTOPOHY
OCTBIBAIOIIEH OBCSHKY U KPYKKOM € BOJOH. — ECii XO4eIb moyYnTh 3TO. .. — OH CHOBA TKHYJI ITaJIb-
[IeM B Hero, Ha 3TOT pa3 nomsrye, —. ..0yap nanHbKoi. [y, deprreiin?

Hewmer mo-nipesxHeMy CHUCXOOUTENIbHO cMoTpen Ha Cepres.

— ®epuureitH UK He (pepIUTENH, EAPUTh TBOIO HAJIEBO?

He cpasy, Ho Bce xe ¢pull OTBETUI:

— GepiuTeiiH.

Ha nmurie Ceprest oOpa3oBasiach yiIblOKa, CKpBITasi 32 KOCMaMu OOPOJIBI.
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— I'yn, ryn. [IpaBuiio BTopoe. .. — OH yKa3aTeJbHbIM U CPEJHUM TAJIbIIEM JIEBOK pyKH N300pa-
311 OeryIero o 3emiie yejoBeuka. — Jlaxke He mymait yoexats! — s mymieit yoequTeIbHOCTH OH
yZIapuJI JIaIOHBIO TIO JIEBOH pyKe, n3o0paxkaromieit moder. Hemery cMoTpesn Ha Hero, Kak Ha 4yfiaka.

Cepreii NOIHS yKa3aTesIbHBIN Majlel] BBEPX U HAYEPTUJI B BO3LyXe KPYT.

— Tam crutomHoi siec u cHer. — OH 00XBaTHI ces1 pyKaMu Tak, OyaTo 3amep3. — M xonogpeira
TaM Takasi, 4To Tebe B TBoeM bepimHe 1 He CHUIACh. ..

[Tpu ynomunanuu bepiuna Hemen mpunonHsii miedn. Kaxercs, To OpU10 eTMHCTBEHHOE CIIOBO,
KOTOPO€ OH TOHSLI.

— Jlaxe ecnu THI KAKUM-TO Yy[AOM BHIOEpEIIbCsl OTCIONA, @ MEHsI TPUKOHYHMIIID. .. — DTU CJIOBA
Cepreii Takke MOMBITAICSA U300pPa3UTh S3bIKOM KECTOB: OH YKa3asl Ha HEMIIA U MaJbIIaMH TOKa3al
Oerymiero 4esioBevka, Mocjie 4ero rmpoBeN yKazaTelbHbIM MaJIbleM 10 CBOEMY Tropiy, W300paxkas

HOX. — ...TO JAJIEKO He yWiJellb. 3[ech B OKpyIre HET HU OJHOTO 4YeJIoBeKa — TOJIBKO s. W Toimbko
s1 3HaI0, KaK BBHIOpaThCs M3 3TOrO Jieca. [loatomy, [aHc, ecnu pemmibest coexkaTh WA TPUKOHYUTD
MeHsl. .. — Cepreil BHOBb ITOIHEC K TOPITY BOOOpakaeMblid HOX, —. . .CAUTAM, Thl TOKOWHUK. 3UMYIIIKA

POIHEeHbKask 103a00TUTCsA O Tebe, MoKa TaM OyAellb HABOpauuBaTh Kpyru... CTaHelb TaKuM xKe
MEP3JIbIM, KaK ¥ KYHHIIa B MOUX KYJIEMKaX. ..

Hu onna mbiima Ha uue Hemua He nouieBeanaack. OH MO-MIPEeKHEMY YIIEPTO CMOTpEN Ha
OXOTHHKA.

— 310 TH epireiiH, ['aHc? — kpukHyn Ceprell Tak, CIOBHO y HeMIIa ObLTH MPOOTIEMBI CO
CITyXOM.

— Mens 30ByT He ['aHc. .. — CKBO3b 3yObl TPOTOBOPUJI TOT.

— Tak, 4rto Tl TaM IPOOYOHMJI, MEHsI He BOJIHYeT. Bce, 4To MHe HyKHO, 3TO YCTIBIIIATh OT TeOs
YETKUI OTBET: Thl (PEPILTENH WU He (pepiuTeitH?

7KenBaku Ha JIMIie HEMIIA 3aXOIMIJIM XOAYHOM.

— depiuTeiiH, — TUXO MPOU3HEC OH.

— I'pomue, I'anc! 4 He cnpiny.

— ®epriieiiH! — KPUKHYJT OH.

— Bor u cnaBHo, — ckazan Cepreil ¥ CHJIBHO XJIOITHYJI €0 IO CIIMHE. — YBepeH, Thl Oy/elib
MAWHBKOM JI0 TeX TOp, TMOKa MbI ¢ TOOOI He OTIPaBUMCS B IyTEIIECTBHE, T/ie 51 OTAaM TeOsl HAIlM
pedsaTam. A TaMm yXk OHM ITyCKail caMu 110 TBOIO Ayiry permar... Hy a Tenepb, 1aBaii-Ka KyIarh.

Cepreii B3s1 ¢ TAOypeTKH MUCKY C Kalllel 1 3a4epITHYJI TOPKY OBCSHKH.

— Ilpunercs ¢ TOOOH Kak ¢ MaJeHbKUM, U3 JIOKEUKH. Pa3Bsi3arh Tebs1 HE MOTy, Thl y HAaC map-
HuIka Oorkuid. Kama He 6or BecTh Kakasi, Ha Boje Bapuil. Tyma Obl cefiuac Maciiuiia U caxapky, Ho,
caM MOHMMaelllb, U3TMIIKAM HEeT MeCTa Ha MpOoMBbICie. 3/1ech INIaBHOE — ronoj yronuth. Tak, ['aHc,
pazeBaii macTh. ..

Ho Hemern siBHO He jkesai muxaTh B ceOst copepkumoe JokKU. C OTBpallieHueM OH CMOTpe
Ha BOJISIHUCTYIO OBCSIHKY.

— Pazesaii nacte, roopio, — Heteprenuso npousHec Cepreil. JIoxkka B ero pyke 3apoxaa.

Hewmerr oTKpbuT pOT ¥ MO3BOMIMIT Ce0s1 HAKOPMUTb.

— Hy Bot, Moxens ke, korjaa. ..

Ho Cepreii HeporoBopui. MrHoBeHue CITyCTsI KYCKM Kallli OKa3aJIMCh Ha €ro JIMLE U CTeKalu
BHU3, TEPsIsICh B XKECTKUX BOJOCax OOpojbl. BHILTIOHYBIIMI ey TUIEHHUK YBEPEHHO CMOTpes Ha
OXOTHHKA U IPOU3HEC:

— Kpwu 310 cam.

— Bor, 3Hauur, kak... — Cepreil pykaBoM CBUTEpA BHITEP CMECH CIIOHBI M OBCSIHKHM C JIMLA. —
[Mo-xopomemy, crayio ObITh, He XOUelllb. .. Hy OyaeT Toraa tede mo-1ioxomy.

OH BcTas ¢ MecTa, B3sU1 B PyKY KPYKKY M BBUIMJI €€ COIEP)KMMOE Ha HEMIIA.

— IMocmoTpuM, Kak Thl 3aMoO€NIb 4epe3 JAeHEK-Apyrod Oe3 BOAbl M MUIIU. 3eMJII0 KpaTh
Oyienib. . .
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OXOTHUK 100OpaT MUCKH C KPYKKaMH | TOIIeNT B CTOPOHY JIECTHUIIBL. YBUEeB, uto Cepreit
MOKMAET €ro, HeMell UCIyrajcs U 3aKphvall eMy BCle]l 4To-To Ha cBoeM. Yto umenHo, Cepreil,
paszymeeTcs, He MMeJl HA MaJIeHIIero MoHATUs, HO, Cy/s MO TOHY, HIuero xoporuero. Ho emy Obu10
IJ1€BaTh.

Korza oH 3akpsul JBepily, BHOBb OTPY3UB NOrped BO Mpak, HEMeIl elle MPOJOIKasl UCTOIIHO
KpUYarh.

4

— Ilowen k yeprty, crapbiii Mygak!

Knayc Ocrep, nieiiTteHaHT repBoro Bo3aymmHoro giora modreadde, ObUT BHe cest OT 37I0CTH.
OOBIYHO OH HE JaBajl BOJIO SMOIMSM U BCEIZla COXPaHsUI XJIaAHOKPOBUE, CTOJIb HEOOXOAUMOE IS
mo6oro OpaBoro JETYMKA, HO Ternephb OOJIbIIIe He MOT TEPIETh: OH KpUYaJ, YTO €CTh CHJI, HCTIONb3Ys
BCE M3BECTHBIE €MY PYyraTelbCTBA POAHOTO SI3bIKA, MPEKPACHO IMPU ITOM OCO3HABAsl, YTO PYCCKUIA
CTapyKaIllKa He TIOHUMAaeT HU CJIoBa, HO eMy ObLIO Bce paBHO. Kilayc kpudas, 4TtoObl MOOECHTS €ro,
MIOKa3aTh, YTO OH HE JILIKOM IIHUT U He COOMPAETCs BHIMIONHSATH €ro Jyparkue HactapieHus. OH He
TMOM/IET Ha TIOBOALY y KAaKOrO-TO PYCCKOTrO, OT KOTOPOTO €Ile M BOHSIET 32 BEpCTY YeM-TO €KUM U
KHCJIBIM.

Boina u emme ogHa nmpuyumHa, o kotopoit Kiaye kpuyan He iepectaBasi. OH MBITAJICS OTBJICUbCS
OT XyTKOW OOJM B MIPaBOM HOTre, OOMOTAHHOW TPSI3HBIM TPSMbEM U MPOMUTAHHOHN 3aMaxoM TYXJIs-
THHBL. BHYTpU Genpa OyaTo KOMOIMICS POl HACEKOMBIX.

— 51 y6bi0 TeOs1, crpimuib? Yobio!

OH crapasicsi He fymMaTth 0 00JIM, HO Ta CO BpeMEHeM cTaJia JIIIb cuiibHee. ICTHHHOTO HeMell-
KOTO CcOJjiaTa He JOJKHBI 3a00TUTh Takue MeJioud... Ho yepT Bo3bMHU, Kak ke eMy ObLJIo OOJIBHO.
Korzaa pycckwii crycTuiicsi B IOABaJT M MPEIJIOKHUII TO, YeM OOBIYHO KOPMST CBUHEH, OH BCEMU CUJIAMU
cTapayicsl TepreTh X KeHHe B HOTe U He MOJaBaTh BUILY.

EnunctBenHoe, 0 ueMm xasen Kiayc, Tak 3To 0 ToM, 4TO eMy He YIaJIOCh BHIITUTh BO/IbI, KOTOPYIO
STOT BOHIOUKA BBUIMJI HA Hero. He3aMeTHO 115 cTapriKa OH SI3bIKOM CJIM3aJl ITapy Karlesb, CTEKIINX CO
704, HO KaX Ay STUM He yTonuTh. ['ocroau! OH HUKOT/IA B )KU3HH HE OIIYIIAT TAKOTO U3HEMOXKEHHUS,
Kak ceityac. ['opso ObUTO CYyXMM, KaK KOpa BBICOXIIETO JiepeBa B IEHTpe MycThiHU. OH rOTOB ObLT
BBIIIMTH YTO YTOIHO, JIMIIb Obl 3TA CyXOCTh HAKOHEI] MCYe3ia.

— Boimycti MeHs oTciofia, CKOTHHA! — He ¢/1aBaJiCsl OH.

IMoMuMO kax bl ¥ 00K B HOTE €r0 MyUHJIa MBICITb: UTO, YepT modepu, npousomnwio? U rae on?

[Mocnennee, uto Kitayc moMHMII, 9TO Kak MAIOTHPYeMbIi M uctpedutens Fieseler Fi 167 uznan
KPSIXTSAIIME 3BYKM M Hadasl TepsITh BBHICOTY. UTO-TO HeJaqHOE MPOM3OILIO ¢ aBurareneM — Kiayc
MIPEATIONOKUI TO, KOTA BIEPEAU HEro oOpa3oBajoch YepHOe OOJNIAKO IbIMa, — U C BBICOTHI B JIBE
TBHICSTYM METPOB CaMOJIET HayaJl CTpEMUTENBbHO Nagark. Bmecte ¢ maiiopom Ltedanom (roe keraru
OH? BBUKHMJI? CKOJIBKO K€ BOMPOCOB!) OHM OpOCHJIM BCE TOIBITKH BBIPYJIUTh CAMOJET U MPUHSIIA
petenrie npu3eMmanThesi. Ho rycroil jec 6e3 mMasieiiero mycroro mpocTpaHCTBa BCE 3HAUUTENBHO
YCIIOKHHJL.

Haxonsich B necsTkax MeTpoB oT 3emid, Kitayc 3aMeTrn Ha ABeHaJaTh 4acoB OTPOMHYIO €J1b.
OH nogymai, 4to AepeBo 3To OyAeT NOCASHAM, YTO OH YBUIHT B CBOEH XKU3HH, HO OJ1arogapst Heio-
KUHHOW CHOPOBKE, MPHUOOPETEHHON 32 HECKOJIbKO JieT B psitax BBC I'epmanuu, cMOr HaKpeHUTD
CaMoJIeT BJIEBO, M CTOJIKHOBEHHUSI YAAJIOCh N30€kKaTh, HO He MOTHOCTHI0. KpbUlo Ha JieTy 3aieso 3Ty
3JI0CYACTHYIO €J1b, 1 HA MTHOBEHHE UCTPEOUTETh 3aKPYXKUJICS B KOPOTKOM BaJIbCe BIOJIOOOPOTA, pas-
BEPHYBIIIEM €ro Ha TPU Yaca, IMocje Yero pyxHysI Ha 3eMJII0, IPOCKOJIb3UB €eI1le COTHIO MeTpoB. OT
yZapa o IepeBO eMy KaKMM-TO YyAOM YIAJoCh He MOCTpajarh, Yero Hellb3sl CKa3aTh O ero Hamap-
HUKE. ..
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Knayc nerrancs npusectu maiiopa Illrepana B 4yBCTBO Kak pa3 Toraa, Korjaa rnojgocres 3ToT
pycckuii. OH 10 cux mop pyraer ceOs 3a TO, YTO TaK OIPOMETYMBO OPOCHIICS K aBTOMATY, HE OIIEHHB
710 KOHIIa 00CTaHOBKY. BceMy BHHOM ObUTM OOBIKHOBEHHBIN IIOK M TO CAMOE YyBCTBO OICTIEHEHU S,
KOTJja CTapylika CMepTh Jbllaia TeOe B 3aThUIOK U IMOYTH MpUOpaja K CBOMM KOCT/ISIBBIM MAJIbIIaM.

Jla yx, BEpHHCh OH ceiiuac BO BpeMeHH Ty/a, 00s13aTe/IbHO c/enai Obl Bce MHave: Harpumep,
He3ameTHO B3s11 «Jlorep» Illtedhana u3 koOypbl, 1ok aaICA Obl YIOOHOrO MOMEHTA U BCAIWI MYJIIO
3TOMY cTaprnepy NpoMex Iia3. XOTs eMy HYKHO OTaTh JOJKHOE — CTPEJIsieT OH METKO, U 3TO U3
TaKOT'0-TO JAOMOTOITHOTO PYXKbS.

Ko xe stor crapuk? [Taptuzan? Bpsig iu — Toraa oH Obl YBUIET U APYTUX JIIOAEH. DT KPbICHI
JKUBYT TOJILKO CTasIMH U aTaKyloT TOJIBKO cTassMu. OHM HECTIOCOOHBI OUTHCSI KaK HACTOSIIINE BOWHBI,
npeanovynTas Hanagath BTUXy0. Kpeickl. [la m Oymp 3T0 mapTu3aHbl, ero Obl yKe JONpariuBaIi.
W xoTs1 OBl IPUBENM TOTO, Y€l CIIOBAPHBIN 3arac He orpaHnurBaeTcs b «[yaHTak» na «Pep-
mreiiH» ! Ho oH Obl MM HUYEro He cKa3all, HU CJIOBa, TIOCKOJIbKY U MpaBa HUYEro caM He 3HaeT.

Bwmecre co Iltechanom OHM BbUIETEIM ¢ HEOOJIBIIOTO (PMHCKOTO a3poApoMa HEMOJAIEKy OT
Tamnepe. EMy nan oObIKHOBEHHBI MPHUKAa3 — IOCTAaBUTh Maiiopa 10 octpoBa HoBast 3emuis ¢ Baxk-
HbIM nopydeHueM. C kakum umeHHo — Kiayc He umen noHsartus. [J1aBHOe 151 HETO — 3TO CEecTh 3a
HITYypBaJ U YCJbILIATh CTABIIMI POAHBIM 34 MOC/IEIHUE TO/lbl PEB MOTOpA.

Knayc mpukpbUT 171a3a ¥ MOMBITAJICS BCIOMHUTD, KAKOTO 9TO — OBITH TaM, B HeOe. Bot ObI ceiiuac
OKa3aThCsl MOJAJIBIIIE OT STOM THUJION siMbI. OH OBI CeJI 32 INTYpBaJI, B3/IETEN KaK MOXHO BBIIIIE, OTKYAa
OrpPOMHBIE TM0JIs1 Ka3aJIMCh HEOOJBIIIMMU PA3HOIBETHHIMH KBAIPATHKAMHU,  IECSTKH THICSY JIEPEBbEB
— BOJIOCKaMH LIEPCTU OrpoMHOro 3Beps. OTKy/la o3epa Ka3auCh KaJKUMU JIyKHULIAMH, & PEKU —
TOHKUMH OJIECTAIIMMU JIMTHUSIMHU.

Haxonsich Tam, B ThICSTYaX METPOB OT 3€MJIM, OH YyBCTBOBaN ce0s1 cBodoaHbIM. Kazanock, uto
€My MOJIBJIACTHO JaXe BpeMS. ..

Ho pano niam no3iHO NpUxoauiock CITyCKaThCsl.

Mens obs3amenvro navidym naww. Ha Hoeyro 3emnio ne aemarom npocmo mak, 30eco Kpo-
emcs Heumo Ooavuuee. Haseprsixa mam kaxoui-Hubyob cexpemuuilli 00veKm, 803MONCHO, 6a3a noo-
N000K, CAYXU O KOMOPOU PACNOA3AMUCH 8 CONOAMCKUX PAOAX NOCAEOHUe HECKONbKO Mecsaues. Imo
ONPeoeNéHHO Umo-mo adiCHoe, U OHU He OPOCAN c80€20 60N MAK 3anpocmo. ..

Bosnb B Hore, Kak oruieyxa, BbiBeJla €ro U3 TpaHca M 3aCTaBuIla 3aliuneTs. YepToBka He 1aBaia
€My COCPEeIOTOUMThCS U MOAYMaTh O TOM, KaK BHIOpaThcs U3 TuieHa. HeBuanMeble HaceKoMble BHYTPU
CTaJIA KOTIOILIUTHCS yCepIIHEe.

Bunut Bor, emy Bceil 1y1110ii 3aX0TeI0Ch 320paTh, MOMPOCUTH O MIOMOIIH, TOJIBKO YTOOBI YHSITH
3Ty TpekJATyo 607b. M muth! Kak ke OH rpe3ust o II0TOuKe BOJIbI !

Bce ke, He BbITEpIEB, OH 3aKpvyal. B HOry BOH3WJICS HEBUIMMBIN KMHKaJI U Bpallaycs U3
cropoHsl B cropoHy. Ho Knayc TyT ke nmpeBpaTui 3TOT KpUK B [ECHIO:

— Ha 3emiie Bcero npesbiiie juiib ['epmanus ogna! Yto k. ..

5

— ...3ammrte U nodegam KpoBHBIM OpaTcTBOM CKperiieHa!

Cepreii Ha CeKyH/1y OTBJIEKCS OT YUCTKHU PYXKbsl, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH B CTOPOHY TMO/IBAJIA, OTKYAA
pazaacs xajJoOHbI BOU, IOXOXKUI HA TIECHIO.

Bopbka, yciblias 4y:koi rojioc, HacTopoxuicsi. OH AaBHO TOHSUI, YTO TMOMUMO XO3SIMHA B
JIOMe 3aBeJIOCh ellie OHO CYIIIECTBO CO CTpaHHBIM 3amaxoMm. IIcy Tak U XOTeIoCch MonacTh B IOM —
Cepreii He pa3 3aMeyalt, Kak ero MopJa BTUCKUBAJIACh B IBEPHYIO IEJIb, — M KaK CJIeayeT OOHIOXaTh
yyxaka. BoT u ceiiuac Me[iJIeHHO, rpeMs IIeTblo, OH TIOIIes B CTOPOHY JIBEPH.

— bops, ¢y!
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['ma3a mca HamoJMHUIMCH KAKOK-TO coOadbeid kayocThio, 1 Cepreil BCIOMHWJI TOTO CaMOTO
BOJIKA, YBUJICHHOTO UM Ha JHSX. Ta BcTpeuya O CHX IMOp Ka3ajaach TO JIM CHOM, TO JIU BUACHUEM.
Ho Bckope on yoemuics, uyTo 310 He Tak. CIyCTs JieHb MOCje TOro, Kak MpUTaImi ciofa ['aHca m
3aMeTHJI KJIOYKHU CepOy IIEPCTH, 3aCTPSBIINE HA TOJIBIX KycTapHUKaX. IMEHHO B TOM cCaMOM MecTe,
I7ie ¥ BUJIEJI IaBe4a CBOETO BEUEpHEro ToCTs.

[Mouemy-To cympOa Boska ero o3abotuiia. OH caMm He MOT MOHSTh [OYeMy, HO TIPU MBI 00
9TOM HCXYIAJIOM 3Bepe Y Hero 3acocalio TMoj JIOKEeUKO. YUTo ke Takoro OblJI0 B HeM 0COOSHHOTO?

— JKenbl HemMIIeB, BEPHOCTh HEMIIEB, TlecHU U BUHO cTpaHbl! — ['onoc T"aHca cran yBepeHHee,
B HEM OTKpLIJIOC]) BTOpOe JObIXaHUE.

Hy, Hrdero, mopa3mpICIiI OXOTHHK, IIOBOET elle MoTJaca, 1a yTOMOHHUTCS.

6

Hacrynmi Beuep.

Bce a10 Bpems ['aHc He 3aMoiiKa, Mpoaoskas TAHYTh CBOIO MECHIO.

Bcemu cunamu Cepreii nbitasicst He oOpalaTh BHUMaHUS HA 3aBbIBaHM S IJIEHHUKA B rorpeoe,
HO CJIeJIaTh 9TO OBUIO BCe CIIOKHEe U ciokHee. Kaxplii pa3, Koraa OH 3aK peIBaJl 71432 U IIOYTH MOTPY-
XKaycsl B OOBSATHS CHA, TIOTaHel HAMEPEHHO TMOBBIIIAN TOJI0C M HAUYMHAT TeTh erle rpomue. byaro
Yysil, Ta.

Cepreio Ka3ajaoch, YTO OH yXke Hau3yCTh BBIYYMJI 3Ty MPOKJISATYIO MECHIO, 3a€BIIYI0 B yIIaxX C
nonynHs. Y BOT, Korma XpUIuioBaThlid TojIoc U3 morpeda 3aTsHyI MECHI0 ¢ CaMOro Hayasla, OXOTHUK
HE BbICpKAI.

Bensbl Ha ero Buckax HabyXaJu OT 3JI0CTH, KOT/Ia OH 3apsikall pyxkbe. [ 'yObl e1Ba 3aMeTHO IieBe-
JIMJACH, TIen4da pyradb. Co CTOPOHBI 3TO BBIIISAENO TaK, CIOBHO OH MPOU3HOCHIT KaKOe-TO JKYTKOE
3aKJIMHaHMe. Jlepka pykbe B pyKe, OH paclaxHyJI JIOK MOABajia M CIyCTUIICS MO CTyneHsaM. [aHc,
3aBUJIEB €70, HAPOYHO MBITAJICS TETh TPOMYE, HO T'OJIOC €r0 COBCEM OXPHIT:

— Ilyctb st Mupa cOeperaiot ayx HeMEeIKON CTapuHbI!

— Yro, cyka, Hefimetcs Tebe?! — Cepreii ObUT B SIPOCTH.

Hewmer Ha MrHOBeHME ChEKMIICS, KOTa OXOTHUK HAIPABUJICS B €0 CTOPOHY.

— Hac x nessHbsIM 671aropoiHBIM BIOXHOBJIATH BCIO KU3Hb JTOJKHBI, — I1EJT HEMell, He OTPhIBasI
MIPE3PHUTETHHOTO U M3HEMOKEHHOTO B3IJIS/Ia OT OXOTHHUKA.

Cepreii IPUCTAaBUIT PyKbe K €ro TOPIy M JyJIOM MPUTIONHSIT TTogdopoaok. Hemer mponomkan
TIeTh, HO K TOJIOCY €ro J00aBUIach APOKb, OH ObUI HAITYTaH, XOTh U MBITAJICS 3TOTO HE TMOKa3bIBATh.
Hamyran, kak mo0o0# 4eioBek, Oyab OH Ha ero MecTe.

Boorce, nomyman Cepreit, 6e0b 5mo cezo auub marvuuuika!

— JK-XeHbl HEMIIEeB, B-BEPHOCTh HEMIIEB, TI-TIECHU U B-BUHO C-CTPaHBI !

JlorieB CTPOUKyY, OH 32)KMYPUJI IJIa3a U HIENOTOM T1eJ MPOOKEHNE, MOKa €ro He OCTAaHOBHUJT
Cepreii:

— Bpana py-y-cckas 6purana [anu-u-unuiickue nosist!

Hewmer MeieHHO OTKPBUI IJ1a3a U YCTaBUIICS Ha HEro, OOIpO MPOJOIKAIOIIETO TeTh:

— W-u-u nocranuick MHe B Harpa-a-fy. . .

Cepreil OKMHYJT B3IJIS110M TIOBAJT, 3AMETUJT CBSI3KY KepIiel, 3arOTOBJICHHBIX ISl HOBBIX KYJE-
MOK, W BBIYIAJI OTTY/IA JIBE IITYKH.

— ...JBa-a *keNe3HbIX KocThusA-s-s1! — XKepnsmu Cepreit n300pa3ul KOCTBUTH, 32KaB UX KOHIIBI
1oj1 MbIKamu. — VI3 cena Mbl Tpoe BBIIIUIM, TPOe MepBbIX Ha cene. U ocranuck B [lepembiiinie aBoe
THUTH B CBIPOI1 3emiie!

BonpimMu rmasaMu Hemell cMoTpen Tak, uto Cepreil MOHSUI, YTO TOT JEPKHUT €ro 3a cyma-
cmenmero. Ho oH nmpopomkarn nerts:

— 51 BepHyCh B ceso pojiHOe, JOM CpyOsTio Ha CTOpOHE !
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Hewmerr ouyxasicsi 1 cHOBa 3aTSHYJI MIeCHIO, MBITAsICh MepeneTh OXOTHUKA!

— Paciiseraii B cusiHbe cuacTbd!..

— Berep Boer, HOru HOMWOT!...

— ...IIpougeraii Mosi cTpaHa!

— ...Bynro BHOBb OHM npu MHe!

Ha HeckolbKo ceKkyH/I TofIBaJl B KPOXOTHOM XHOapKe B TYIIE Jieca MPEeBpaTuiICs B CyIIUi Oasa-
rad: Cepreii bITaJICS TAHIIEBATh C ABYMS KePIsAMU ITOJ] MBIIIIKAMH, He 3a0bIBast TIPU 3TOM FOPJIaHUTh
niecHi0. CO CTOPOHBI 9TO BBITJISI/IENIO HEJIETO: OJHO HEeJIOBKOE IBUKEHUE, M CTAPUK TOYHO yrajeT. A
BOT HEMITY HUYEro He OCTaBaJIOCh, KpOMe KaK U3 IMOCSTHUX CHJT Pa3IMpaTh IIIOTKY TakK, YTO KUJIbI HA
11ee HaOyXJIM OT TIOJICTYTMBIIIEN K HUM KpoBU. KakohoHHUSI pycCKO-HEMEITKUX TOJIOCOB 3aKOHUYMIIACh
Torja, korga ['aHc, Tak U He JOTIeB CTPOUKY, 3aMOJTIAI.

— Hy uro, I'anc! Bee?! YMmonk, Hakonen?! — Ilo yuiry Cepresi pacronsniachk moGeoHOCHas
yIBIOKa, HO TYT ke McUe3Jia, Kak TOJILKO OH B3MJISIHYJI HAa HEMIIA: ero rojioBa ObUIa OIyIeHa, mogoo-
POJIOK KacaJicsl TPyAH, a U30 PTa BBHITEKJIA HUTOYKA BSI3KOU CITIOHBI.

— Enku 3enenvie. ..

OH nofto1ien K HeMILy, B3sUT €ro 3a mog0opoIoK 1 nmocMoTpet B mio. KOHoma 6opmorant uto-
TO HEWIEHOPA3/IeIbHOE, HaBePHSIKA MPOIOJIKAIT TIETh.

Tumwb xouem, nogyman Ceprei.

He Tepsist HU ceKyHBI, OH MOHSJICA B XUOApPy, 3a4epITHy/I CTaKaH BOIBI U3 BeApa U MpPUHEC
HEMILY.

— Ieii.

['yOwl ppuria TAHYIUCH K BOZAE, HO HE OTCTYyMAOIIAs O CUX MOP TOPIOCTh HE TIO3BOJISIIA UM
pa3soMKHYThCs, U Torga Cepreid MPUMEHWT U3BECTHBIN BCEM MPUEM: 3aKasl OOJBIIMM M YKa3aTelTh-
HBIM TAJIBIIEM €T0 HO3PH.

— Ilei1, He BoITIEHIpUBAiiCs !

He BoiiepxaB, HeMell BCe ke OTKPBUI POT, U OXOTHUK CHUJION BJIMJI €My COACPKHUMOE BHYTPb.
IOHoMmIA %aHO T7I0Ta BOIY, KaAbIK €ro 3aXOIVJI XOTyHOM.

— Eme... — Tonoc ¢ Tpyaom 6b110 cibiirHoO. — Eie. ..

Ceprelo He TOHAJOOUJICS TTEPEBOI, U TaK OBUIO MOHATHO, YETrO OH XOYeT.

— Ceriuac, cefiuac, 000XKIH. . .

OH mpuTanmia BeIpo, 3a4eprHyIT EJIMKOM CcTakaH. Ha 3TOT pa3 Hemell He COMPOTHUBIISIICS,
Jaxe, Ha000pOT, MPUOTKPBUT POT U TIO3BOJIII OXOTHUKY OCTOPOXHO €r0 HATIOUTb.

—Eme. ..

OuepenHasi KpykKa ObUIa OCYyIIIeHa 38 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I.

—Eme. ..

— Bcee, 'anc, xBatut ¢ Te0s. [TocTerneHHO HAO, cpa3y CTOIBKO MUTh HENIb3s — XykKe OyeT.

Hewmen cornacHo KUBHYIIL.

—Tak, cuau TyT. ... — ckazan Cepreii ¥ CHOBA IMOCTICIIWI K JiecTHUIIE. [ToHUMAsCh MO CTyTeHsIM,
OH OCO3HAJ, YTO 32 €PyHAY CMOPO3WI: cudu mym! Jla Kyna oH, COOCTBEHHO TOBOPS, MOXKET JEThCs
C 3aBSI3aHHBIMU-TO pyKamu?

Pacronus Oypxyiiky, Cepreit HACKOPO pa3orpest OCTaBIIYIOCS KapTOIIKY, HeJJOeIEHHYIO B 00e]I.
3amnax Tyt ke npuniiek Bopbky. [lec BbiIe3 U3 KOHYPHI U IPUHSLICS KOPSOATh ABEPh XVKUHBI.

— bopeka, ¢y! Nau cnu!

Tort, 0OMKeHHO 3aCKYJIMB, MTOCTYIIII TaK, KaK MPUKA3aJl XO3HH.

Hewmerr cMoTpernt Ha Kycouek KapeHOW KapTOIIKH, IMOJIOKEHHBIN B JIOKKY, C OOJIBIIAM arIieTH-
TOM, HO OTKa3bIBAJICSA OTKPBIBATh POT. OCTAaTKM BHICOKOMEpPHSI HE MO3BOJISIM €My COITIACHTBLCS Ha
TO/IAUKY.

— T"anc, s Tebs ymonATh He Oyay. Jlydire emib.
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W3 xuBOTa HemIa MOCTBILAIOCH MPElaTeNbCKOe ypuyaHue, 3actaBuBliee Ceprest yXMbLib-
HYTBCH.

— He 111 KoTa 3a XBOCT... naBaii! JKpu, B KOHIIE-TO KOHIIOB.

OctopoxkHO, He oTpbiBas B3rIsAAa oT Cepresi, 60Ky phIi IOHOIIIA OTKPBLT POT U OTKYCHUI MOJIO-
BUHY KapTOIIKU.

— Xopoluii MaJIbuMK, a Ternephb cieayonyo... Jdapaii, 3a a0 Anonbga u ero CKopyio KOH-
YUHY. ..

Hewmern cven kapTomky.

— ...a 3Ty 3a N0Oey COBETCKOW apMUH. ..

Eme omHa ytoxka Obuia cheJieHa.

— Hy BoT, Buautiib, Kak Bce mpocTo!

Hewmern, Tak 1 HeOEB 10 KOHIIA TAPEJIKY, YCHYJI TPSIMO BO BpeMs1 KOpMEKXKU. Bripouem, ycHy1 —
3TO MSTKO FOBOPSI, TOUHee OyAeT cKa3aTh — BeIpyOusicsi. OOecCHIICHHBIN U MCTOMJICHHBIH, OH CKJIOHIJT
TOJIOBY U TsTkeno 3aapiiait. Korga mio Hemiia ctano BUJHO He MOJIHOCThI0, Cepreio Noka3ajiock, 4To
9T0 ero MakcuMKa, y&k oueHb ObLI0 TIoXoxe corienre. OH TyT ke MOCTapasicsl OTOTHATh 9TY MBICIIb Kak
HEUTO MMOCTHITHOE W PEIIAJI TPOBEPUTH PaHy, a 320/IHO IIOMEHSITh MOBA3KY. OXOTHHK He ObLT yBEepEH,
YTO C HOTOM BCe OBUIO XOPOIIIO, XOTh U BHIIVISIIE/IA OHA HAMHOTO JIyYIlle, YeM HECKOJIbKO JHEeH Ha3as.

Cepreii MOKWHYJT MOBAJ U JIET HA JISKAHKY, YTOOBI IOMBITATLCS YCHYTh. OH HECTePIMMO YCTall,
I71a3a IUIAJI0 OT BJIar, U, Ka3aJoch, OH BOT-BOT IOTPY3UTCS B COH, HO €My 3TO TaK U HE yAAJIOCh.
lonoBa Obla 3a0MTa MBICISIMU O MUHYBIIIEM Beuepe U IMOXOIUIa Ha MEIIIOK, TOTOBBIN IMOPBAThCS OT
TsKesioro copepxkumoro. Yepros ['aHc okyTan mbiciu. Cepresi Oecuiia ero yrnepTocTb, HO M BOCXH-
1110 ero MyxecTBo. Bee ke Kpenkuii OH MaJiblii, OYTH Kak ero MakcumKa. . .

VYcHyTb yanock TOJIbKO Ha paccBETe, HO COH JAJIMIICS HEI0MT0: Yac criycTs Bopbka yiasi Ha BCio
OKPYTY, 30BsI XO35IMHA HA €XEIHEBHYIO MTPOTYJIKY [0 OXOTHUYbEH TPOIIE.

7

[IpocHyBimcek, Kiayc yBumen, Kak cTapyk MepeBs3bIBa€T €ro HOI'y KYCKOM CBETJIOW TKaHH.
OOMOTKM TIpesKHel MOBSI3KY CO Clie/IaMU MOYSPHEBIIICH KPOBH Jiexkar coBceM psiiom. [1pu B3rsje
Ha HUX Y HEro BCE CKAJIOCh BHYTPHU — HEYKeJIM OH TOTEPsLT CTOJIKO KPOBH?

Pycckwmii 3ameTw1, 4To OH MPOCHYIICS.

— IoGporo ytpa, ['anc. — VI3 Bcero cka3aHHOTo MOMYYUIIOCh PA3TMYHTh JIUIIb «[ aHC».

— Moe ums ne I'anc, a Knayc! Jleiitenant Kiayc Ocrep!

— Ha Bort, xpu. 1 6onTait MeHblIIIe.

Pycckwuii n3 kapmMaHa JOCTal cyXapb Ye€pHOTo XJieba 1 poTsHYI K ero pry. Kiayc nomopumics
MY BHUJE YEPCTBOTO KyCKa, JiexkKaBIero He noiimu rae. CTapuk 3To 3aMeTHII.

— Ilpoctu, I'aHc, TymEHOM KarycTel ¢ Kombackamu He Obutlo. — B ronoce 4dyBcTBOBaslach
n3neBka. — Tebe HyKHO XKpaTh, YTOOBI HOTA CKOpee 3axuia, ssicHo? JKpats!

Krnayc mo-mpexxHeMy He MOHMMaJl HMYETO W3 CKa3aHHOTO, HO K YXy MPHIENHUIOCH CJIOBO
«XKparb», KOTOPOE CTAPUK MPOM3HOCKIT Yalre Bcero. YToOsl BHISICHUTD ero 3Hauenue, Kiayc permin
MOCTYIHTH CSAYIONIM 00pa3oM.

— Cparb? — cripocu1 OH.

CraprKk Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] 3aJiepail B3/ Ha Kiayce, a 3aTeM ero Kak TOKOM yAapuiio:
OH 3aKaTUJICS CMEXOM TaK, UTO U3 IJ1a3 MOTEKJIU CJIe3bl, a JIMIO [[BETOM CTaJI0 HATIOMUHATH CIIEJIbIN
MOMUJIOP.

— Bort ke Bbias, HeMuypa! — cka3ajl CTapuK M TSKEJIO BBIJOXHYJI, TBITAsICh YCIIOKOUTHCS. —
Cparb ThI OyZelb yke Moclie, 51 Kak pa3 Hallesl TyT MOAXOsINee AJIs 9TOTo Jefia EMKOCTb, a cefuac —
xpatb! JK! K-p-a-1-p! — OH nogHec BooOpaxkaeMylo JIOKKY cebe KO PTy U MoBepTeN ei, n3o0paxas
npueM nuuy. — GepurreitH?
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Kiayc HakOHeII-To MOHsLT 3HAYEHUE STOr0 CTPAHHOT'O CJIOBA U, 1a0bl 3aKPEMUTH €10, 00paTHIC
K CTapuKy.

— Kymars. — On n306pa3ui yaBkanbe. — Kpatp?

— Ha, na! Eme pa3 noBTopu — X-p-a-T-b.

— Ku...xa-a...Tb. JKuxars!

— Hemoxo, moka mouer.

Jluma crapuka 3acHsiIo paoCThIO YUUTE 1, HAKOHEI] BAOJIOMBIIETO B FOJIOBY YU€HHUKA JIeMEH-
TapHOe TpaBuiio. Vnu emMy ObUIO MPOCTO MPUATHO YCIIBIIIATh CBOM SI3bIK CO CTOPOHBL. XOTENIOCh ObI
u Knaycy ycnplmars poaHOW HEMELKHIA OT KOro-HUOY/Ab B 3TOM OOroM 3a0bITOM MoziBaje!

— Xparb, — cTapuk cbesn cyxapb, Kak Obl TOATBEPKAasi CBOU CJIOBA, a 3aTeM, MOTepeB KUBOT,
ceJl Ha KOPTOYKH U M300pa3uil Ha JIIe YCHITHS. — A BOT 3TO BOT — cpath! — [Tocie uero on Hanpsircst
Y U300pasuil BhlJeJIeHHE Ta30B.

INocne 3Toi Henerow CIeHbl — CUASIIINI Ha KOPTOUKAX CTAPHK U OH, MPUBS3AHHBINA K CTONOY, —
00a OHM TOCMOTpeNH ApyYT Ha apyra. Bee, uto cebe mo3Bommi Kiayc, 3T0 THXOHEUKO YXMBUIBHYThCS,
XOT$I TITYOOKO B JIyIIIe XOTEIOCh 3aCMESIThCS KaK CIIeAyeT OT MOJOOHOTO 3pesTHIIa.

Crapuk TeM BpeMeHeM He YHUMAJICS, TPOJOIIKast YPOKU PYCCKOTO SI3BIKA.

— Carmoru, — cKka3aj OH, yKa3blBasi Ha mapy OepieB, cHATHIX ¢ Kiayca.

— 3anoru.

— byTtbuika.

— ByTtbubKa.

— Bona.

— Bora.

Ha nocnennem cioBe OH HETTPOM3BOILHO OOJIU3AJICS, YTO CTAPUK TYT ke 3ameTi1. OH 3auepri-
HYJI KPY’KKY BOJIbI M TIOMOT' TOMY HanuThesl. [1ooBHHA pacTeksiach 1o nmogdopoaKy, HO 3TOro ObUIo
AOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI YTOJHUTH JKAKIY.

Kirayc ynoBui HedTo BO B3IVIsijie CTapHKa, KOrjaa TOT Mo ero. [IpoMenbKHY/Io B 3THX BIAX-
HBIX IJIa3aX HA MTHOBEHHE TO, YTO OH Ha3BaJI OBl OTIIOBCKOM 3a00TOM. OT OCO3HAHUS 3TOrO MYpaIlKU
no6exanu 1o teny. CTapuk Toxe moiMain cedst Ha 3TOM U TYT e MOCHEIINT MPUIATh JIMIY TIPUBbIY-
HBIA YTPIOMBII BU.

— JlagHo, HEeMYypa, MOy CTOTOBJIIO TBOIO JTIOOMMYIO OBCSIHKY. U ecitu ThI, ajyia, B3AyMaeliib
TYT POXY KPUBHTb. ..

UYepes nonmvaca — Kiayc Obl1 He yBepeH, HO MPEANONOKUII, YTO TPOIUIO UMEHHO CTOJIBKO, —
PYCCKMIA BEpHYJICSI C MUCKOH OBCSIHKM. Ha BKyc oHa Obl1a mpecHast, U ocpams ee ObUIo 3aHSATHEM He
U3 TIPUSITHBIX, HO 3aTO OHA MPOCTO HA ypa yTOJIWIA YyBCTBO rOJIOAA.

Kunayc ycnpimman nastabe nica. Ctano ObiTh, 3TOT CTApUKAH TOYHO HE OJIMH, Y HEro XOTsI Obl eCTh
cobaka. D70 Haj10 yuecTb. Ho Bee ke mo-mpexHeMy Jepkarh yX0 BOCTPO — PSIOM 00sI3aTeTbHO MOTYT
ObITh apyrue. Hy)KHO y4uThIBaTh JIIOOYI0 MEJIOUb, €CIIM OH XO4eT cOexarb oTciofa. BoT Tonbko Kak
3TO caenaTh? Pyku y HEero Kpemnko CBsI3aHbl, JieBasi HOra Mo-TpekHeMY HOET OT O0JIM — Ha Hel 1ajieKo
HE YUTH.

Cnepea HYdHCHO OueHUmMb 0OCMAHOBKY, TIOMYMAJl OH, NMOHSIMb, K020A PYCCKULL 8bIXOOUM U3
xubapwl, kKax doneo omcymcmayem. HysxcHo yuumvieams manetiviue 0emanu, Mmoavbko mozod emy
yoacmcest pazpabomams naau nooeea.

ITOT MOTOK Pa3MBIIIUICHUI HaBeJl HA MHTEPECHYIO MBIC/Ib, KOTOPOH OH caMm yauBuics. OHa Bce
3TO BpeMsl Jiexkasla y Hero rmoj HOCOM, HO OH CTapaTesIbHO He 0Opaniaji Ha Hee BHUMaHHUS:

Ilouemy o cnac mensi, neped smum opocus ymupams? Ymo 3acmaguno ezo nepedymams u
8epHYMbCsl, Kak 0yomo Huuezo u He ovino? Cosecmo 3amyuuna? Hem, 30ece Heumo opyeoe...

H ewge. Kakum obpazom on ymyopuacs 3anamamse e20 yxcacHle pamvl? Knayc nomuun, umo
ObLIO ¢ €20 HO2OlL, K020a OH OUHYACSL NOCPEOU NeOSIHO20 Necd.
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— O uem gymaemns ['anc? — Knayc ynoBu1 BorpocuTesbHy0 MHTOHaLI0. — Ko3HH POTHUB MeHs
3amblnuisienib? f ke BUKY, Kak J100 y TeOs] MOPIIUTCSI.

— 3auvem criac MeHs1? — KHBKOM OH yKa3aJl Ha IepeBsI3aHHYI0 HOTY U TYT JKe OCO3HAJl — PYCCKUI
HE TIOMMET HU CJIOBA, HO BOIMPOC 3TOT TaK Tep3al €ro M3HYTPH, YTO OH HA MIHOBEHHE 3a0bLT PO
SI3BIKOBOY Oapbep.

CrapuK yJIOBIJI €10 B3[JIsIA U KUBHYIL.

— [Nonumato, 310 He Mapiis, He OUHTHL. .. Ho, uem Oorathl, TeM 1 paapl. TyT TeOe He TOCUTaNb C
XJIOMAIOIIMMHU T7Ia3KaMK MezicecTpuikaMu. — CIIeIyIoIIyIo JIOKKY OBCSIHKM OH CheJl caM, Tepenavykan
cemyio 6opony. Kiayc mouyBcTBoBas1, uTo ero TomHut. — [losatomy moka Tak. K Tomy ke Harmm
pebsTam OyzmeT Bce paBHO, KakuM s TeOs OT/IaM, xe-Xe. VM ke IJIaBHOe. .. — OH TIOCTYYaJl JIOKKOU
ce0Oe 1O 3aThUIKy, —...4TO y TeOs TaMm, B TBOEW TOJIOBYIIIKE CBETJICHbKOU. W ThI BOOOITIE MOT Obl
CKa3aTh criacuOo 3a To, uTo s Te0s crac. Jlyurre Obl 51 TeOs OCTaBUII TaM TOBIXaTh, HE MPHUIILIIOCH Obl
pyOartiek Ha TeOst U3BOIUTH CTONIBKO. V1 BOIKH.

U BHOBB Kitayc He pazoOpan HU cioBa U3 ckazaHHoro. Korga sToT uanot noimMer, 4to pasro-
BapuBaTh C HUIM Ha PyCCKOM He UMeeT HUKAKOro cMbIcia?

— Kakoii ke T uauot. Kayikuii crapukaiika, OT KOTOPOro BOHSIET Kak OT CBUHBM. Thl 3HaelIb,
yto Takoe aym? mm mbuto? Tebe Obl He MelIaeT BOCIONIb30BAThCSl IMU.

— [pearnonoxy, 4To ThI G1AroAAPUINL MEHS 3a TO, YTO S IIeTyI0 HOUb MPOBO3MJICS, criacas Tebe
*u3Hb. Hy, B TakoMm cityuae — 6utte! M kak OWIIIb TaM Ha BallieM. . .

Crapuk OpocuI1 JIOKKY B IYCTYIO TapeJIKy U BCTal BO Bech pocT. Toinbko ceftuac Knayc 3ameTn,
YTO OH OBUI JOBOJIHO BBICOKMM, UYTb JIM HE TIO]] JBA METPA POCTOM.

— Hy uro, I'anc, nopa u vects 3HaTh... KyHuna cama cebs e moiimaet. U na, Kcratu, moka
He 3a0bL1.

C onHOM U3 MOJIOK OH JOCTa HEOOJBIION MasieBbli Ta3 1 Opocut ox Horu Kiaycy.

— 910 Tebe I mocparh, Xe-xe.

Uepes cekyHay MOABaJI CHOBA TOTPY3UJICS BO MPaK, OCBEIAEMBIi JIMIIIb CBETOM U3 IeJiel B
MIOTOJIKE. 3aTeM pas3/iasicsl CKpEeKeT — CTApUK MepeABUTal YTO-TO TSKEJIoe, BUIUMO, TY CaMylo JOTo-
TOMHYIO OypKYHKY, BO3JIe KOTOPOM OH OUHYJICS, — U yHaulsionpecs marv. Hacrynuna tummmHa.

Krayc oOparui BHUMaHue Ha TOJIOCKY CBETa Ha CTEHE M 3alIOMHMII PACTIONOXKEHHE — TPEThsI
OaHKa creBa Ha mojike. OH pa3MBIIUISIT O TOM, Kak cOeKaTh U3 OMOCTHIIEBIIIETO MOBANIA, IPU STOM
BCEH IOl HaJesICh, UTO JIeJIaTh ITOrO He MOHAJOOUTCS, TIOCKOJIbKY BEPHII, YTO COBCEM CKOPO TpH-
aet nomorib. EMy pa3pexyT myThl, BOSbMYT IOl PyKH U BBIBEIYT OTCIOZIA, @ 3aT€M OH OKaXeTcsl 3a
IITYPBAJIOM camoJjieTa U CHoBa OyJeT napuTh B HeOe.

Toconu, Kax ke eMy XOTelIOCh OKa3aThCsl TaM, Cpey OOJIaKOB.

8

OH ObLT CBOOOJIEH.

UctpebuTenb, B kaOuHEe KOTOPOTO OH CHJIEI, ObUT C HUM eMHBIM T1eJbiM. CTOUJIO eMy cliesiaTh
BJIOX, KaK MOTOp HAYMHAJI pPHIYATh IyIIe MpeskHero. Vi nogymars 0 ToM, YTOOBl yHTH HApaBo, Kak
caMoJieT HAYMHAJIO KPEHUTh UMEHHO B Ty CTOPOHY.

BHuzy, Mexay cu3bix 00JIaKoB, OH yBUET OECKOHEUHYI0 BOIHYIO Iiaab. OKeaH TUXO HarleBal
YTPEHHIOI MEJIOIVIO, HAITOJTHSISI CIIOKOMCTBUEM €ro CITyIaTesieid. A 3aTeM, riie-To TaM B ITyOUHe, OH
YBUJEJ TUTAHTCKUI CUITY3T KUTA B OKPYKEHUH CBOHMX 00JIee MEJIKUX COPOIMYEH.

— Kunayc, emorpu! Cmotpu! — pazgaics rojgoc nosaiu.

Ha kpbuie nersiero camosera OH yBHIEN MIIIIEro Opara, CTOSIIEro B MOMHbIA pocT. IiH-
HBIE pyChble BOJIOCHI TPEMbIXaIUCh HA BETPY. MoJouHble 3yObl SIPKO BHIIESUIMCH Ha (DOHE KPACHOTO
JIMYUKa.

— Kutsl, Knayc! Tam kutel! — OH MaHwm ero k cede pykoit. — Mu ckopetii ciona!
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Krayc ormyctun mrypBat 1 0CO3HaJ, YTO UCTpeOUTENb JIeTUT caM 1o cede. Kpernko yxBaTtus-
IIKCh 32 TepeIHee CTEKJI0 0OEUMH pyKaMH, OH IOKMHYJ KaOWHY MUJIOTa ¥ OCTOPOKHO HATPaBHJICS
K Opaty. Co CTOpOHBI OH HalIOMHHAJI KAHATOXO/IIIA, PACCUMTHIBAIONIETO KaskAbli 1mar. Horu cioBHO
yIepKUBAJI HEBUMMBIA MarHUT, U XOXKAEHHUE MO KPbUTY JIETAIIEro caMojieTa OblJI0 OTHOCHTENIBHO
6e3omacHeiM. HaBepHoe. . .

— Tot Buzen kuros? Bupmen? Kakue Gomblivie KUTHI!

— Tobwu, 51 xe roBopwt TeOe, YTOOBI ThI HE TYJISUT TYT OJUH.

Manbyuk BUHOBATO CKaJl TYObI M CJIOXKHMII PYKH BMECTE.

— Tol 3nuIIbCS1 HA MEHS?

Knayc ormaxnysics.

— Ja geprt ¢ ToOO¥.

— Tw1 Beipyrancs! 4 Bce pacckaxy BocnuTatesbHULE! A €cu XOuelllb, YTOObI He paccKasall. ..
— ToOu BBHITSHYJ PyKH B CTOPOHBI.

Bnpyr Knayc 3amerwn, 4to Tenepb OH OoJIbIlle He Ha KpbUle camolieTa. BOKpyr Hero kak us-
T0J1 3eMJIM 00pa30BaJICsl CKAIUCTHIN Oeper Ha ceBepe ['epmanun. OHO U3 TeX MECT, YTO U3MEHHUIIO
ero ku3Hb. JIUI0 jackaer yTpeHHUI OpU3, BOIHBI C TPOXOTOM BOH3AIOTCSI B MPUOPEKHBIE CKAJBI U
orctynaioT B CeBepHOE MOpe.

— Bor Tak mamgmmii 6patuk! Bermoraresns!

VYMonsomuil B354 MAJIBUYOHKHU BCE K€ BHITIOIHIII CBOE MTPeIHA3HAUYCHHE.

— Xoporo, TBos B3s1a. — Kinayc cen Ha kopTtouku. — ’KuBo Ha 60pT!

HoBonbHbIi ToOM mysield MPHITHYIT Ha CIIMHY CTapIero Opara U Kpernko CXBaTUJICA 32 €ro IIeo.

— IIpucrernyTp pemens! — ckomangoBan Knayc.

— Ectp!

— Haners nutem!

— Ectp!

— Pyku Ha mtypBait!

— Ectp!

— IlpuroroButhcs K B3JETY!

VaepxuBast OpaTrka 3a OKopsiOaHHbIe HOTH (rocrioxa HernmpusiTHOCTh M OH OBUTH JTyUIIUMHU
APY3bsIMH), OH HAYMHAET OeKaThb.

— Hpbins! dpeas! dpbiae! — Knayc Bcemu cuilaMu mblTaeTcsi u3oopaxarh paboTy MoTopa. —
JpbI-bI-bIHB!

— Boimmie, Knayc! Beie!

Horwu otpeiBatoTcs ot 3emitd, U Ta Bce Oombinie yaansercs. OH MapuT, Kak HACTOSIIIUI caMoJIeT.
Cpenu mymmcThIX 00JIaKOB, Cpefiu sSICHOroO HeOa, oka ToOu, cus Ha ero rjevax v 3aj1uBasch CMe-
XOM, TIPOCHT B3JIETaTh €rO BHIIIE U BHIIIE, BHIIIE U BHIIIE. . .

Baurpasia My3blka. Ee poxaan Kaxaplid KaMyIlieK B OKpyre, elo MPONUTAINCh CHHee He0O U
OeckoHeuHOe Mope, OyIieBapiiee BHU3Y. OH TYT ke y3HaJ 3Ty MEJIOAINIO, TIepepacTaionlyio B TOCKJIH-
BO€ 3aBbiBaHMe. OHa MeJICHHO MIPOHUKAET B €r0 HYyTPO MEUICHHO U paclpOCTpaHseTCs Bee ITyOxe
Y IIMpe, KaK CIy4yaiHO yIaBIasi Karvis YepHUI B YUCTOM Boie. My3blka MpHOIMKaeTcs K arorero,
YepHUJIa 3aroJTHSIOT Bech OkeaH! OpKecTp BOET, KpUUHT OT Oe3yMHsl.

Knayc criotbikaercsi, 1 Miaaammid OpaT najgaer, OOJbHO YIapUBIIMCh KOJEHKOW. MasbuuIiika
TUIAYeT, HO OH HE CJIBIIIUT €ro KPUKa, IOTOMY YTO MY3bIKa OIJTyIIAeT.

EMy xouercs miakarh, rocriofiv, Kak ke eMy XOueTcsl 3apeBeThb MPsIMO 3/1eCh U ceryvac!

U Bot oH npocHysicsa. OT 0CO3HAHMSI TOTO, YTO BCE ITO OBLIO JIMIIb CHOM, cep/lle ObeTcs TakK,
OyIITO ere HaXOAUJIOCh TaM, B 9TUX YyAECHBIX rpe3ax. B mecre, rie oH cBOOOIEH U CHOBa JietaeT. B
MecTe, TJie OH YBUJIEN CBOEro MajleHbKOro Opatuka Toou.

Ho teneps oH cHOBa 371€ch, B 3aTXJIOM MOJBase, Y yepTa Ha porax. CTapuk HaKJIOHWICS Haj
HUM, 3aMeYaeT OIMHOKYIO cie3y, KoTopylo Kiayc TyT ke mbiTaeTcst BHITEpETh (OH HE MOKaXeT eMy
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CBOIO CJ1a00CTh, HE MOKaXeT!), HO MPOKJIATHIe PYKH TMO-TIpekHeMy cBsi3aHbl. Kak ke 1o 6ecut! OH
XOUET OCBOOOIUTHCS, XOUET MTPOCTO BHIMPSMUTH PYKHU, TIOJIOKHUTH UX HA IITYpBaJ U yJIeTeTh OTCIOIa
KaK MOXHO JaJibiiie!

Heoxunganno miis Kinayca ctapyik moHMMAIOIIE KUBAET, MOIKAB TyObI.

— Ko MHe Toxe OHU TPUXOAST BO CHAaX, — CKa3aJl OH Ha CBOEM HEMOHSTHOM si3bike. — M3BuHH,
YTO pazOyauI.

OT pyccKoro BesJIo MOPO3HOM MPOXJIAoN: pyMsIHbIC IIEKH, BlIaXHast 00pojia, cTayio ObITh, OH
MIpUIIes TOMBKO 4To. Koria ToT 3aueprbiBai Kpy)Ky Bobl, Kiiayc mocMoTpes Ha TOJIKy ¢ OaHKaMu —
JIyd CBeTa e/iBa KOCHYJICS TOCTIe/IHEH, IIIeCTol OaHKU B PsAY, U TaK TPETUH JeHb Kpsany. [Tomydaercs,
YTO OH YXOIUT W BO3BPAIIAETCS TOYTH BCEr/Ia B OAHO U TO K€ BpeMsl.

Crapuk, IpUIOHSB MOBSI3KY, OCMOTPE PAaHEHYIO HOT'Y.

— Hy uro, I'anc. Bee Bpone Obl 3ep ry/, Hora BeIISAUT Jydliie. Ho 10 OHOTro BEI3IOPOBICHUS
Tebe ele Jajaeko.

PonHoe «3ep rya», myckai v ¢ yKacHbIM aKIIEHTOM, 3aCTaBUJIO CITIOKOWHO BBIIOXHYTb.

— JlamHO, MOy MPUTOTOBIIIO MOXPaTh, — MOCJETHEE CJIOBO OH BHITOBOPUJT OTYETIIMBEE, YTOOBI
Knayc cmor ero pa3zo0path. Yk 3TO CJIOBO OH 3alIOMHUT Ha BCIO XHM3Hb (KaK ke OH HAJesJICA, UTO OHa
HE 3aKOHYUTCS B 9TOM TofiBasie). — Thl MpeicTaBsielb, KYHUIIA YyTh JIA HE cama B KYJIEMKU MpbIraet!
[Moutu KaxIpIll IeHb XOTs ObI TIO OJHOM TYIIKE yAaeTcs B3sATh. A Ha JHAX BopbKka ydysul oHOTO
cBexero! Yien B 3aBall, raj], MPUIIUIOCh BHIKYPUBaTh, a 9TO J€JI0, 3HACIb JIU, TPyJHOE, CHayaa
HaJI0... XOTs Yero sl TyT CHOBA PaclUHAIOCh, ThI € HU Xepa MO-PYCCKHU. . .

Korma crapuk 3akoHuYmI 60pMOTaTh M HAYaJI TIOMHUMATHCS 110 JiecTHuUIlEe, Kiayc OKJTMKHYI ero
Y CKa3aJl CJIOBO, BBIyUEHHOE UM Ha JTHSX:

— Cnacu6o.

Jlen ocTaHOBUJICS, CITYCTHIICS HAa CTYTIEHbKY BHU3 M OOCPHYJICS B CTOPOHY IJICHHUKA.

— Cnacub6o, — ckazain emie pa3 Kiayc 1 KMBKOM ykasajn Ha paHeHylo Hory. CioBocoueTaHue
«3ep Tyll» TaK CUJIBHO ero B30OAPHUIIO, UYTO OH HAMPOUb TI03a0bLI O TIPEXKHEM THeBe B aJIpec CTapuKa.
Bce xe eciu Obl He OH — JIeKaTh eMy ceiuac MPUMEP3IIUM K (PIO3eIITKY.

B otBeT TOT sinIIb KUBHYJI, TTOCJIE YEro YIIeJ HaBepX, OCTABUB JIBEPILY MOABAJIA OTKPHITOM.

9

MuHys0 IATh IHEH ¢ TeX Mop, Kak Hemell ounyJics. Jlumib Torga Cepreid cooOpasu, 9To 0cTa-
JIOCh Y HETO OJJHO HEOKOHUEHHOE JeIblie B Jiecy. UToOBI c/1eaTh ero, BB OHU ¢ BOpbKOM HY CBET
HU 3aps. [lo myTu 3a04HO pelil MpoBepUTh KyJeMKHU. Bposis 1o BIBEPEHHON TPOMMHKE, OH 0CO-
3HABaJI, YTO CAMYyI0 MaJIOCTh MPUBSI3AJICA K IJICHHUKY, KOTOPBI CBOUM TMPHUCYTCTBUEM XOTh KaK-TO
pa3daBIsAT KaXAOTHEBHYIO pyTUHY. ['0OBOpWII OBI ellle XOTh MaJICHeUKO Mo-pyccku, raja! [odonramm
Obl 0 YeM-HUOY/Ib. Bripouem, HECKOJILKMMU CJIOBAMH OH YK€ BJIAJIeeT, a TaM, IJISIHIIb, U 3aTOBOPHUT
He Xyxe Hammx. [lapeHs OH, Kak HU KPYTH, COOOpa3UTeNIbHBIN. B ieTunku qpyrux He 6epyT.

He naBas emy nokos erie oivH (hakT, BBI3BIBAIOIIHI JIETKYIO OTOPOIIb: €ro CX0)eCTh ¢ Makcum-
KOH. DTO HEe OrpaHUYMUBAJIOCH TOJIBKO 1IBETOM IJIa3 U BOJIOC WM KPYIJibIM jiuiioMm. Cepreit 101ro He
MOT TIOHSTb, YTO K€ MIMEHHO HAIIOMMHAJIO €My B HEMIIE ChIHA, TIOKA TOT JIaBeva He CKa3asl «Cracuoo».
B 3TH cexyHpl m1a3a 3abectenu, a B3I CAeIaICs TaKUM T0OposKesIaTeIbHbIM, UTO HA MTHOBEHHE
OH TIofTyMaJ1, OyATo Tiepei HUM 1 TipaBaa Makcumka. TOJNBKO OH yMesn CMOTPETh TAKUM B3IJISIOM.

Hakonern, cryctsi mapy 4acoB MyTH, OH BEpHYJICSI K MECTy KpylIeHHus1 ucrpeduresns. MaxuHa
3Ta, MOPSIKOM 3aChIMIaHHAsI CHETOM, BHITJIsENa yapyyJaoiie. OHa Ka3zaaach OrpOMHOM NTHIIEH, CBa-
JIMBIIIEHCS ¢ HeOa eMy Ha rOJIOBY, a He KyCKOM MeTaJlia, ellle HeJJaBHO JICTABIIIETO B BO3/yXE.

Cepreii ofoIes K MeCcTy BTOPOTo MHJIOTA, T/Ie HAXOMWIICS XOJIMUK CHera. YOpaB ero, oH yoe-
JWJICS, YTO TPYII ellle Ha Mecte. Pa3Be 4TO JIMIO OBLJIO U3YPOJOBAHO XOJIOAOM HApSy C PaHAMH,
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YTO OCTaBWJIM €My MECTHbIe TITUIIBI UM JAPYTUe MeJIKue 3Bepbku. boliee KpyIHbie, O-BUIMMOMY,
n00paThCs 10 HEro He CMOTJIH.

OH NPUIOKWIT HEMaJIO YCUJIUIA, YTOOBI BHITAIUTH MEP3JIOe TEJIO, 3aCThIBIIICE B CHJISTUYEH MO3e,
13 KaOWHBI: OH KCMOJb30BAN JIONATY M BBHITACKMBAJ C €€ TIOMOIIBIO TeJIO KaK ITyOOKO OCEBIIWH B
3eMJIe COpHSIK. 3amepaiast hopmMa HeMIa Mo OUTYIIEHHsIM HallOMHUHAaJIa KYCOK cTaiu. Jla u cam Tpyn
ObLT TSIKEJIee CBOEro OOBIYHOTO Beca U TOXOIW Ha KAMEHHYIO CTaTyIo.

B ko0ype y nunora Cepreii 3ameTiut nuctonet. [lonmpodoBast ero BEITAIIUTh, HO BCe 03 TONKY
— TOT Hanpoub puMep3. [LTIOHYT OH Ha HEro W PEeIIvI OCTaBUTh TaK, Kak ecTh. Kapmansl y dppura
OKa3aJIMCh MYCTBIMU — HU TeOe (poTorpadhuul poAHBIX, HU TOKYMEHTOB, HUUETO.

C tpyniom Cepreii 10/IT0 He BO3UJICS U 3aXOPOHIUJT €r0 Bo3Jie OvKaIIer eJu, 3apaHee BHIKOTIaB
Tam Mormity. Criesia OH 3TO CKOpee U3 jKaJIOCTH, HeKeJH 10 JpyruM npuurHam. [lyckaii u ¢ammcrt,
HO KTO €r0 3HAeT, MOXKET, MPesk/ie YeM UM CTaTh, YeJIOBEKOM OH Obul xopormMm? [la 1 Heroxe 1o,
YTOOBI TPYIT BOT TaK BAJISJICS B JIeCy, HEMOAAJIEKY OT XHUOAphl, MOCKOIbKY HEHAPOKOM XHIITHHKOB
MokeT mpuBiedb. A Ceprelo KXyTh Kak HE XOTeJIOCh MMETh Jies1 ¢ HUMUA. OH U OJIHUM CEepBIM TIOCTO-
sUTbIIEM OBLT CHIT TIO TOpJIO. BOJK BOT yXke HECKOJBbKO JHEH OXaXHMBaJl €ro XWKWUHY Kpyramu, Bce
HaOupasch cMenocTH noaoitu nodmmxke. Ho to i Bopbka, To JIu OH caM CBOMM MPHUCYTCTBHEM He
TMOJITYCKaJI 3Bepsi K opory. Tak oH 1 OpouI1 HeMoJaIeKy, JIMIIb U3peKa JaBasi O ceOe 3HaTh KJI0Y-
KaMU IIEPCTH, OCTABJICHHBIMU Ha BETKAX WU CHETY.

BepHyBimch 1omMoil kK 00emy, OH CBapriI TOpCTh NMEPJIOBKU, KaK BCETr/a, pa3jiesiuil ee Ha JBe
MUCKH 1 TOKOpMuIT ['aHca. Ve coOupasich yXOAUTb, YCIBIIIAN, KaK TOT YTO-TO 3a00pPMOTAJT Ha CBOEM.

— Yto Tebe Hamo ot MeHs, crapuk? Korma ormycrumib? — Hemer nepHysiics. — Y MeHsI pyKu
3aTeKJIU, U JKoma TBEpKe KaMHs ctaia. Mimeit coBecTs!

— JloGaBkwu, uTo Jiu, X0ouelb? — Cepreil MPOTSHYJI eMy ej1y.

— BriBequ MeHs1 XOTs1 Obl Ha yJUITY, HOTH Pa3MsITh, BO3LYXOM Nonsimars! 1 31eck ¢ yma cxoxy!

He npowusHocs Hu cnoBa, Cepreit moctaBui TadypeTky mpsmo HaripoTtus ['aHca u cen. 13 kap-
MaHa OH JOCTaJl IIUTApKy, TOJHEC ee K HOCY, BJAbIXas 3arax KPernkoro Tabaka, 1 HEMHOTO TOTOJs
3akypwi. Exkuil 3amax 3actaBuil Hemiia cMopiiuthest. Tem BpemeHem Cepreil 3aTruBajics v, Cy/s
10 ero paccnablIeHHOMY B3Iy, HACTAKIAJICS STUMHU CEKyHIaMH.

— 3uaemb, ['aHc, 1 Beb Koraa-To ObLT TaKUM ke MojionbiM. [lake He Bepurtcs. MIHOrma kak
NoyMao 00 3TOM, W N0 Tesy Mypamikd... OX yx 310 Oecrionagnoe BpeMs. — OH yXMbUTbHYJICS,
clesiall 3aTsHKKY U TpOoIoJnkKil: — Bellokypselil kpacasell, oT 6a0 0TO0s1 He ObLIO, KaK IMYeITbl K MeIy
yurud. MBI KOr/ia ¢ OTIIOM IIPOMBICIIOM ellle He 3aHUMAJIUCh BMECTe, sl IPYTUM JIeJIOM Y Hac B Jiepe-
BEHBKE MTPOMBITILIST — MINSHUITy KOCHII. BhIBasio, BRI MOYTPY C MYKUKAMH T0JIe KOCUTb, a ICBKU
TYT KaK TYT, CHJST y TOMOJS, OSJBHUIIKO CTHPAIOT, NIYIIYKAIOTCS MEX COOOW M BCe XMXHMKAT. A
71a3Ku OeraioT TO B MOIO CTOPOHY, TO JAPYT Ha ApYXKy. Ou, aypsl ke 6a0bi! [Tomemuk Harr, Oémxop
BacunbeBuy, ynapuscs UM MPYTHUKOM T'PO3UTH, YTOOBI OAKITYIIA He Oui. .. S Bce Torga qymalt, 9ro
eMy HaJoOHO Obl BHIOpPAaTh MHCTPYMEHT OoJjiee TPO3HBINA, HeXKeIU TOHIOCEHbKUN TIPYTHUK, TJISIUIIb,
6a0bI TIoCTyIITHEee ObI CTAJIM W MOHSUIA HaMeK, Xe-xe. Ho s, mpu3HaThkcs, ObUI M HE MPOTUB TaKOTO
BHUMAHUSI, KaK ¥ BCE OCTAIbHbIC MYKUKHU. BOJBINIMHCTBO U3 HUX, KCTATH, 3TUX JICBHII TIOTOM B JKECHBI
B3sutH. Bee, kpome Mensi. He Obl10 MHE Jienia o BceX 9TUX HEKHOCTEH, JPyroro cepiie Moe Tpedo-
Basio. ’Knan s Bce, Korjia MHe IBaIIaTh OJIUH I'OJ] CTYKHET, IOKMHY 51 OTYMIA IOM U B ADMHIO BCTYILTIO.
Bnaro, kopMusibiieM 51 ObLT HE e IMHCTBEHHBIM B CEMbE, TIOMUMO MeHsI ObUIA y MEHsI CTapIvi Opar
Y CeCTpHIla, IAPCTBO UM HEOECHOE. . .

Cepreil HeMHOTO TOJAJICS BIIEPe]] U MPOIOJIKII:

— Hoxmancs, BCTYnWI B psijibl apmun [ ocynapst Harero. I'paMote BhIydwiics, B CTpesbOe u3
TPEXJIMHENKH OBbLT OTHUM U3 JIydIMX B pote. U cefiuac He mpomax, B 4eM Tol, ['aHc, yoenuics Ha
CBOEH IIKYype, Xe-xe. OJHUM CIIOBOM — XOpOIIo Bce 1uio! OTell ropAnIcs, MaTh U CECTPUILIA PhIIAIH,
YTO TaK JOJITO ellle He YBUIAT, OpaT MJIa NI 3aBUA0BAJI, CAaM CKOpee XOTEJ MOWTH 10 MOUM CTOTIAM.
A MHe XOpoIIO ObLJI0, YyBCTBOBA 51 c€0s1 KEM-TO OOJIBIINM, YeM MaJIbUHUIIIKON C KOCOM J1a Py’KbEM B
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pykax. Tak u cimykui1, OKa B YETHIPHAIIATOM rofy He OOBSBUIM MOOMIM3ALIMIO ¥ HAC C peOsTamMu
He otnpaBwim B Bocrounyio [Ipyccuio, rre. ..

OXOTHHMK OCTaHOBWJICS M OITYCTHMJI B3IVIsiA. HeMell cMoTpest Ha Hero B IOJTHOM HEJOyMEHUH, HO
TEM HE MEHee ClIylliall, XOTh U He IOHMMaJl HU CJIOBa.

— Tawm s nonsin, I'aHc, yto Takoe BoiiHa. — Cepreii He3aMeTHO /IS ceOs1 Tiepelnies1 Ha MIeToT: —
CoBceM He TeM OHa OKa3aiach. 51 Bce pucoBasl B roJIOBE, YTO 3TO BPOJIE UI'PHI B IIaXMAThl, [JJ€ BMECTO
(urypok — HacTosiIme, JKUBbIE JTIOAU M AyMaTh HY’)KHO OCTOPOJKHEe, U TOoraa 1odesia B TBOMX pyKax.
Hu xepa nono6Horo! BoitHa He moaaércss HUKaKoMy onucaHuio. Hu onuH JesioBek Ha cBeTe, Aaxe
MOOBIBABIIMI Ha TOJISIX CpakeHW, HUKOTJa He yoenuT Tebs, Kak yxkacHa BoiHa. [Toka Tel cam He
YCIBIIIHIID HEYETOBEUECKUI KPUK, HE YBU/IUIIb BCE ITU KYCKU TeJI, OBIBILINE KOI/IA-TO YEJIOBEKOM. . .
THI HE TTOUMEIIIb, UTO TAKOE BOWMHA.

I'naza Ceprest HaNOJIHUIIUCD CJIE3aMU, HO OH ITPOJOJIKAJ TOBOPUTD IO/l BHUMATEJIbHBIM B3IJIs1-
JI0M MOJIOJOrO HEMIA:

— 4 cTonpKo pa3 pacckasplBal €My, Kak 3TO CTPAIIHO — OKa3zaTbcsl TaM. CTOJIBKO yKACHBIX
MCTOPUI PO JIoJe, KOTOpbIX 3a0pasia Ta BoiHa. Ho uto ¢ Toro? 3to ero He ocraHoBmI0. OH yInedn,
ylues HaBcerja. .. U reneps s 371€ech COBCEM OAMH, CUKY M TOBOPIO C TEM, KTO HU YepTa He MIOHUMAeT
13 BCEro MHOI ckazanHoro! Tbdy Tbi!

Cepreii BbITEp ThUIbHOM CTOPOHOM JIQJIOHU TOJICTYIIUBLIME CJIE3bl U BCTAL.

— He Bugen Tbl, 4TO Takoe BoWHa. Buxky 31O 1o TBOemy Juiy, no ra3aM... He Hioxan Tel
nopoxy. Moxert, Jaxe U XOpOIIIO, YTO Thl Cefvac 37ech, a He TaM... M He TOJbKO 3a HOry cracu0o
CKa’Kelllb — 32 KU3Hb CMIACEHHYI0 MEHsI TIOTOM MOOJIaroapuIib !

C 3TMMH CJIOBaMU OXOTHMK BBIIIEN U3 MO/IBAJIA, BCE TaK € OCTABUB ABEPLY OTKPBITOM.

10

bike k Beuepy co CTapuKOM CTajlo YTO-TO HEJNAJHOE.

OH He BHIHEC €MY YXKHH, HC OT3bIBAJICA Ha HpOCb6y AaTb MOINHWTb, XOTA IIPHU 3TOM HAXOAUJICA
B JIOME U MPEKPACHO €ro CJIbIIIA, TIOCKOIBKY JIBepIia MojBaia Obljia OTKpbITa. OH MHOTO KypHJI, —
3amax KypeBa ObUI HACTOJIBKO SIIPEHBIN, YTO MPOCAYMBAJICS Yepe3 INeaH MOTOJKA, — U TO U JIeJIo
XOZIWJI B3ajI-BIiepe]], Kak OyaTo o ueM-To pasmbliniss. Hy a Korma jiyd cosmHIa KOCHYJCS CBSI3KH
JKepaey B JaJbHEM YIUTy MofBaja u ucdes, yto Kitayc qaBHO 00603HaumI [yist ce0s Kak HacTyIlJIeHUe
CyMepeK, PYCCKMI Hayall rpeMeThb nocyaou. Ilonauany nokasajnoch, 4TO OH COU3BOJIMII BCIIOMHUTD
PO HEro M HAKOHEI-TO HAKOPMHTh, HO HE TYT-TO OBUIO: OH MPOJOJIKAJ TONATh, IIIyMETh, CJIOBHO
HApOYHO, W JIaXe BITYCTUJI BHYTPh COOAKy, Yero He Jiesial HA pa3y 3a Bce BpeMs ero npeObIBaHKs B
3TOM KJIOIIOBHUKE.

BpocHB CTpoUTh AOTagKy OTHOCHTEBHO MPOUCXOASINEro HaBepxy, Kilayc BepHyscs K cOObI-
THUSIM CETOJHSIIHETO JIHS, KOIJa CTapiK paccKasbiBajl eMy 4To-To. Pasymeercs, oH He pa3oOpai Hu
OJIHOTO CJIOBa, HO, HAO/Mo/asl 3a IV1a3aMH 1 JIMLIOM, U3PE3aHHBIM MOPILMHAMU, JOrajajcs, 4To OH pac-
CKa3bIBaJl €My O CMepTH. [JaBHBIM-JaBHO OH BHJEJ TAKOU B3IVIAA Yy TETU DMWIN: 9TU 3aTyMaHEHHbIE
I71a3a, CMOTPSALINE B OIHY TOYKY, U TOCKJIMBbIE HOTKU B rosoce. Korga yesoBek roBOpuT 0 CMepTH,
SI3BIKOBOM Oapbhep He MMeeT 3HAYCHUSI.

— DTO HYXHO Y4ecCTb, — IpomenTai npo ceds Kiayc, a 3aTeM mpomoyKMT MBICJIEHHO: «Bos-
MOJICHO, 5MO KA0U K MOemy Oyoyulemy CRACenuto omcooa».

CoBceM CKOpO JIsI3raHbe MOCy/Ibl HEOXKUAAHHO NIEPENUIo B NeHUe. XPUILIbIA TOJI0C PYCCKOTo
pasHeccs cBepxy. Ilen oH cHawyanma Tuxo cebe oI HOC, a 3aTeM U BOBce Ha Bce momenieHue. OH
HAMEPEHHO [Jpaj IJIOTKY, MBITasACh NEperneTb HeBUAUMOro onmnoHeHTta. Kiaycy cpasy BcrioMHMIICA
ero BTOPO¥ JIeHb 3aTOYEHHsI, KOIJja OH ynaj B 0OMOpok. Kaxercs, 4To ¢ TOro JHs Hpoluia Lesas
BEYHOCTb.
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Knayca o3apuiio, moueMy pycckuii Bes cedst Tak CTPAHHO — OH e TbstH! OKOHYATEIbHO yIaI0Ch
B 9TOM yO€IUThCsI, KOTJa TOT HAKOHEI! CITyCTHJICS B TIOJBaJI. XOTsI HET, CITyCTHIICS — CITUIIIKOM XOPOIIIO
ckazaHo. Ha BTOpOii 1O cueTy CTyneHu Hora CTapyKa MOJIKOCHIIACh, M OH TPOXHYJICS Ha KUBOT. [1po-
IIJIa IOYTH MUHYTa, HO OH TaK M He IieBenbHyJIcsA. Kitayc nmogyman, 4ro TOT moMep, M Jaxe MmoHajie-
SUICSI Ha 9TO, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJI CTAPUK BCTaJl KAK HU B YeM He ObIBAJIO W, MOKAYMBASICh,
HAITPaBUJICS] K OJIHOM U3 TMOJIOK, HE 3aMeyast ero WM TOJBbKO Jiesasi BUj, 4To He 3amedaer. OH ObLT
HE TMPOCTO TbsIH, a stockbetrunken?, Kak MoropapuBajiy y HUX B MUBHBIX. Kilayc 3amMeTHi B €ro pyke
CMSTBIN JIMCTOK TMOXeNTeBIe Oymaru. IHTepecHo, 4To TaM ObLI1o?

— I'ne e THI... cyKa... — MpoOOPMOTAJI OH Ha CBOEM, a 3aTeM 3aren cede 1o Hoc: — Bapyr
CHApSIBI. .. 3aIIyMeJTH, CTAJIN TPYIIHI. .. OTJIETATh.

Hakowner; oH Haien vickoMoe: TOMyTOpalIuTpoBasi OyThUIKa Oe3 STUKETKH Obla HaiJeHa 3a
TEMH CaMbIMH OaHKaMH, C OMOITBI0 KOTOpbIxX Kiayc n3mepsiin Bpemsi. CTapyk B3IJISHY/I Ha Oy TBUIKY,
KaK YYeHbId XUMHUK CMOTPUT Ha MPOOMPKY C U3BECTHOW TOJIBKO €My OJHOMY CyOCTaHIIMeH, 1 0OHa-
PYKHJI, 9TO TaM OCTABAJIOCh JIMIIIb HECKOJIBKO TJIOTKOB Ha JIOHBIIIKE. B ouepeHoii pa3 BHIPYTaBIIKCh
—3HaHUE PYCCKOTO He TpeOOBaIOCh, YTOOBI STO MOHATh, — OH 3AJIIIOM BBIIIMJI OCTATOK OECIIBETHOM
KUAKOCTH U, OyITO HUYETO U He OBLIO, TMOIIIeN B CTOPOHY JiecTHHIIB. Ho BApyr ocTaHOBUMIICS U, TIOKa-
YMBasICh, KaK KOJIOC MIIIEHUIIBI HA BETPY, BbITapanics Ha Kiayca. MyTHbIe 171a3a MbsiHUYTY 3aCTa-
BuiM Kitayca 3aHepBHMYATH — OT HETO MOKHO ObLIIO OKU/IATh Yero YroaHo.

— Yero BBUTYNIUIICS. .. — CKa3aJI cTapvK. — CMOTPUT OH... A Tbl BOT, HEMYYpa... OX... 3Haelllb,
KaKOH cerofHs neHb, a? 3Haemnb?

Kiayc orsesn B3misi B Hafiexk e, 4To TOT OTCTAHET OT Hero u yiuer. Ho aToro He mpou3o1wio.
BOKOBBIM 3peHreM OH YJIOBHJI, YTO CTAPHK OYKBAJILHO BBUTYNWIICS HA Hero. YenoBeka, 3aTOYMBIIIETO
ero Ciofa, M cjej MpocThul. M 3TOT yXkacHBIH 3amax neperapa, MpoIUTaBIIUI BeCh M0IBAJ HApsAY C
APYTMMH He MeHee MPHUSTHBIMU 3aralikaMy, HATOMHIJI eMy 00 OTIIe.

— Hy yero momuuis, cyka... [laBaii, CKaxu 4To-HUOYIb.

— 41 Tebs He MOHMMAIO.

CrapvK HIMBITHYJI HOCOM, Ha JIMILIE €r0O MOsBUIIACH 3JI00Has rpuMaca. MeUIeHHO OH 3aiaral
B €ro cTOpoHy. Kilayc MHCTUHKTMBHO TOMSATUJICS HA3a]l.

— He nmomxonu ko MHe.

— UYro, I'anc, odocpancs? — OH roBopul pacTsaHyTo. — JKMUCh, KMHUCh cyKa! U oTBeuail, kakou
CerofHs AeHs?!

Knayc momyan. OH 0Oco3Haji, 4TO €ro KW3Hb MOXET MpepBaThCs B JHOOYI0 CEKYHIy JIHIIb
MIOTOMY, UTO STOT CTapbIil XpeH PEII HAMUTHCS. AJIKOTOJIb MOT TIPEBPATUTh YeJIOBeKa B 3BEpsl, YK
€My 3TO ObLIO U3BECTHO.

Pycckuii cxBaThJI ero 3a KU PKY 1 MOAHSUT Ha HOTH. 3arax MoTa U reperapa TyT e BOH3UJIHCh
B HO3/IPH, 3aCTABHUB MMOMOPIIUTHCS] OT OMEP3EHHUSI.

— 4 cipammmBaro TeOs1, THU/IA ThI IIOTaHast, KAKOH ceroqHs aeHb?! — OH B3MaxXHYII ITyCTOM Oy ThLJI-
Koi. — OtBeyait, TBapb! OTBevaii!

— 4 ue monuMaro te6s, namor! He monumaro!

— OrtBeuvaii rag! OTBevali, CKOTUHA, KaKOW CEroaHs IeHb?!

— 4 xe ckazai, 4to s Ted4. . .

Crapuk 3amaxHyJicsi OyThUIKOM M MPOH3UTENILHO 3a0pal, 3acTaBuB Kiayca 3axMyputh riasa.
JIuIo ero crajo KpacHbIM, I71a3a HAJTUIUCh KPoBbio. OH Opasl Tak, TOYHO HAMEPEBAJICS OTNIYIIUThH
ero, TIoKa HaKOHeIl CO BCell CUJION He OOpYIIMII PYKY, Aepkalryio OyThUIKY, mpssMukoM Ha Krayca. ..

Ho ynap npuiniescst He o €ro rojioBe, a 1o AepeBIHHOMY CTONIOY, K KOTOPOMY OH ObLT IIPHKO-
BaH. JlecATKM OCKOJIKOB pacChINaIUCh 1Mo oy, 3acTaBuB Kiayca 3akpuvatb. OH ObUT yBEpeH, YTo

% Mpstplii B CTEJIbKY (HeM. ).
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CBUXHYBIIMICS CTapUKAIIIKa YIAPUT €ro U Yepe3 CeKYH/1y OH MOYYBCTBYET afICKYIO0 O0JIb, TOCTIE Yero
OTKJTIOUMTCS, OH OBLT YBEpEH, HO. ..

Korga Knayc oTkpbut 171a3a, TO yBUAENT nepes coO00i COBEPIIEHHO APYroro 4yejaoBeka. 35100y
TIbSIHULIBI CJIOBHO BETPOM CIIYJIO, OCTABUB JIMIIIb JKAJIKOTO, YOMTOro ropeM crapuka. Ero riaza omyxiu
OT CJIe3, YelTIoCTh CBoAMIIA cynopora. Kpome Bcero npoyvero, Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]T €r0 OH0JIeN CHJTb-
HBII Kalllesib, Ja TAKOW CUJIbI, YTO M3 TOpJia, Ka3ajJoch, BOT-BOT YTO-TO BbLJIE3€T.

CrapuKy MoHaJoOUIOCh BpeMsl, YTOObl M30ABUTHCS OT KallIsdl M THXO, MOYTH 3aBbIBast MPoO-
IIeNTaTh:

— CerongHs eMy UCIIOIHWIOCH Obl ABA/IIATh /1Ba, — TOBOPHMJI CTAPHK CKBO3b CJie3bl. — JIBajlaTh
IBa Tof1a, IBAALATh JBA. ..

OH ce Ha KOJIEHH, CIIPSITAJI JIUIIO B pyKax U TopbKo 3ariakai. Kiayc Oyaro yBuaen 3Toro 4eso-
BeKa BriepBble. OH Tak CHIIBHO MTPOHUKCS CJIe3aMH CTApHKa, YTO 3aX0TEJIOCh OOHATh ITOrO HECUacT-
HOTO YeJIoBeKa, HO caepxkalcs. [la u pyku ero Bce eire ObLTM KPETKO CBS3aHbI.

CHoBa cTapyKa OXBaTWJI IPUCTYN OoJe3HeHHOro Kaiuis. [IpuciIoHuB pyKy Ko pTy, OH TOCTIe-
AT BBIMTH HAapyKy, ocTaBUB Kilayca HaeauHe ¢ caMuM cOOOM.

11

[TpocHyBIIMCH paHHUM YTPOM, OH BCTIOMHWJI COOBITHSI MUHYBILIEW HOUM CJIOBHO JIypHOU COH:
NIbSIHBIN CTApUIK, 3alax Meperapa, YKacHblid Kallesb, pa3aupaloniyii ropio. M OyTeUika, o4ty yrua-
PUBIIAsCS O €r0 TOJI0BY. BriepBbie ¢ MOMEHTa KpyIIeHHs UCTPeOUTEIsl OH OIIyIal ceOsi Ha BOJIOCOK
OT CMEpTH.

OH B3MIsAHYN Ha MOJKY. JIyd cosHIIA, BHIITISABIBAIOIIMEI U3 eI, OCBEIIal BTOPYIO OaHKY.
B 310 Bpems cTapuk OOBIYHO yXOAMJ KyAa-TO, HO TIepel] 9THM, KaK MpaBuiio, OyIul ero v JaBa
M03aBTpaKarh.

CerofHsi 3TOro He MPOU3OIILIO.

Ecau ¢ Hum umo-mo cayuunoce... — nogymai Knayc u TyT xe mpezcraBuil cede B rojioBe Kap-
THHY, B KOTOPOU OH, TIPUBSI3aHHBIN K CTOJIOY, YMUPAET JOJITOM M MyUUTEIBHOW CMEPTHIO OT KaXk bl
u ronopa. Ilo cnmHe TyT ke modexanu Mmypamki. He o Takoil cMepTy OH MedTal, Ja OH BOOOIIe HU
0 Kakoit cMepTtu He Meutan! EMy XoTenoch kuTh Kak HUKOTA, B OCOOEHHOCTH TOCJIE TOrO, YTO OH
UCTIBITAJI 3J€ECh.

Hanexna Ha criacuTesnbHBIN OTpsA] €1Ie He TMOKKAAJa ero, HO C KaXAbIM JHEM Tasiia.

Ho Knayc nonumai, uto ooOmanbiBaet cedst. HukTo ciona ve npuner. Hukomy He ciacst Kakou-
to Tam Knayc Ocrtep nBaaiatyt msaTy JeT OT poay — OOVH U3 TOJAONIMX OOJBbIINE HAIEKIbl MOJIO-
JbIX MAJIOTOB BO BCEM TpeKJIATOM JopTBadpde. OHM HAWIYT ellle COTHIO TaKUX K€, a €AUHCTBEHHAs
naMsITh O HeM OyJeT XpaHUThCS Ha KaKOW-HUOY/Ab jKeJle3Ke B BUJIE HArPyIHOTO 3HAKA, HOCMEPHHO.

Ota MBICTb pa3bsipuiia ero. Bee Teno corpsicanock OT 3700bl, M OH Ha4yajl Jeprath BEpPeBKY,
CTSITMBAIOIIYIO €r0 PYKHU TaK CHJIBHO, YTO Ta OCTaBJIs/Ia KPOBAaBble OTMETHHBI Ha 3arsicThsix. OH Oui
HOT'0i1 1O T0JTy, IOHUMAs! B BO3/1yX CJIOM MbLIU. 3aX0TEJI0Ch OPaTh, HO KPUK 3aCTPsI I/Ie-TO B ropJie.
OTuasiHHO OH OWJICS B UCTEPUKE, TIOKA HAKOTUICHHAS 32 3TH JHU 371002 He BHIILIA U3 €ro Tesa HesH-
KOM, TMOI00HO 3apase, M OH CeJl, OMYCTUB TOJOBY. Ml MIMEHHO B 3Ty CEKyHAy CIIpaBa OT HEro 4To-TO
6mecHyo, Oynro IonsipHas 3Be31a, KOTOPYIO OH YacTo HaOMoal BO BpeMs moseToB. JIyu conHia
KOCHYJICSI KYCOUKOB CTEKJIa, JieKalux Ha roiy, u Kiayc pasmisiien ocTpbiii ockosok OyTbutku. OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CEp/lLle 3aKOJIOTHIIOCH ObICTpee.

Bort oHo... Bor oHo!

OH BBITSHYJ [IPaByI0 HOT'Y, OAETYIO B HIEPCTSHOW HOCOK, U TONBITAJICS KOCHYTBCSI OCKOJIKA.
UyBCTBYSI, KaK MBIl UKP PaCTATUBAIOTCS, OH BCIIOMHUJI TIPO OfIHY CPEJHEBEKOBYIO TIBITKY: KEPTB
KJIAJIM Ha CIIELIMAJIbHOE JIOKE, KPETKO 3aBA3bIBAJIM Ha 3aIISICThX U JIOAbLKKAX BEPEBKHU U P MIOMOIIN
BPAIIAIONIMXCS BAIMKOB, HAYMHAIIM PacTATUBATh CyCTaBbl HecuacTHOro. Hy a To, uto 6bu10 ¢ TeaoM
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JaJIbllie, IPeJCTaBUTh He CJI0KHO. O YeM TONBKO YeJIOBeK, ObIBAeT, HEe 3a{lyMbIBAETCs, TIHITASICh CIla-
CTU ce0e JKU3HB!

KoHUMK MIepCcTSIHOro HOCKa MPUKOCHYJICS K OCKOJIKY M CIABHHYJI €ro 4yTh Aajbiie. Kiayca
BBIPYTJICS, TIOMBITAJICS COCPEOTOUUTHCS, TTTYOOKO B3JOXHYIT U BHITSIHYJI HOTY BHOBb.

[epBas mombITKa HE yAaIack, BTopas ObUIa ylIauHee — OH CHOBA KOCHYJICSI KOHUMKOM Tajiblia
CTEeKJIa, HO He CMOT ero MOAIENNTh, TPEThS JKe U BOBCE CBeJia HOTY cynoporoi. Kiayc, mpuBsizaHHbIN
K CTOJI0Y, HAKJIOHWJI TeJIO BIiepe] HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBUIO BO3MOKHO, M CHOBA ITOIBITAJICS
JOTSIHYThCS 10 OCKOJIKA.

N y Hero nosmyyunsiocs.

B Ty cekyHny, Koraa OOJBINON TaJiel] HOTH, OIETON B HOCOK, KOCHYJICSI 3aBETHOTO OCKOJIKA,
ero JIMIO 03apWJIOCh YIBIOKOW HeaHJepTasblia, TOoC/e IOJITUX YCHIIMN pas3keriiero oronb. CKpexer
CTEeKJIa 0 JePEBIHHOMY TIOJTy 3ByYaJsl JyUIlle BCeX MY3bIKAJTbHBIX KJIACCUKOB BMECTE B3SITHIX.

Koraa ockonok okazazicst psaaom ¢ 6epoM, OH Clierka yAapui Mo HeMy MSITKOM B HalekKJe,
YTO HE MEePecTapaeTcsi U He OTOPOCHUT ero CIMIIKOM aajieko. Ho 1 31eck eMy coryTcTBOBala yaava.
CpenHuii nasien] mpaBoi pyKH cpa3y Hallymnaj cTekJio. [Ipuiioch HEMHOTO TOBO3UTHLCS, TOPE3aB MpU
9TOM TMOAYIIEYKH OE3bIMSIHHOTO M YKAa3aTeIbHOTO MAJTbIIEB, YTOOBI OCKOJIOK OUYTUJICS B €r0 JIaJOHH.
OH TyT ke XOTeJ HauaTh pe3aTh MyThl, HO 3aMep U 3ayMaJiCs:

Mooicem, o60xcoams? Jloscoamscs 3aempautiezo ympa, yoeoumsCs, 4mo CMapuk yuitea, u
MOABLKO NOMOM NONLIMAMbCS cOexHcams?

Ho Tsra k cBoOoze okazanach cuibHee. EMy HACTOJNIBKO OCTOYEPTENIO 3TO MECTO U TaK ObLT
MEpP30K PYCCKUH CTapUK, YTO OH OBLT TOTOB PUCKHYTh. He Tepsist Hu ceKyH/Ibl, OH HauaJl pe3aTh MyThI,
Me/IJIEHHO ¥ OCTOPOKHO, YTOOBI HE 3a/IeTh OCTPUEM 3aIlsSICThE.

JIyd cBeTa ObUT Ha cepe/iiHe BTOPOW OAHKHU.

12

JlecsiTh MMHYT eMy TIOHaIOOMJIOCh Ha TO, YTOOBI pa3pe3arh MyThI.

Kaxk To/MpKO BEpeBKHU CMOM3MHU C €r0 OKPOBABJIEHHBIX KUCTEW, OH TIOYyBCTBOBAJI HEBEPOSITHOE
o0JieryeHre: TOYHO CKUHYII ¢ ce0s1 HeTOABEMHYIO HOIITY, He JAIONIYI0 TIOKOsI OueHb Jjoiroe Bpemsi. OH
ObLJT TAK CHJIBHO BO30Y’K/IEH, YTO OTYETIMBO CIIBIIIAN CTYK COOCTBEHHOTO CepAiia, KOTOpoe, IOMUMO
BCEro MpoyYero, OyITo MEKOTAI0 HEBUANMOE TIepo — CTPAaHHOE UyBCTBO. HaBepHOe, Tak ke omryIa
ce0s [lanTec, cOeras u3 3amka .

Pano paccradasmocs, tymain Knayc. Xome mol u cHsA KAHOANbL, NMbl NO-NPEXCHEMY 8 NOO8Ae,
NO-NPeX}CHEMY 8 3aMKe. ..

OH marHyn Brepen ¥ 4yTh He ymai, ¢ TPyAOM yAepXkaB paBHOBecue. PaHeHas HOra XOTb U
3a)KMBaja, HO BCE ellle OTJaBaja KyTKOM OOJbI0, CTOMJIO TOJIKO Ha Hee CTynuTh. CTHCHYB 3yObl, OH
cIIepKaJl IOYTH BHIPBABIIIMIICS HAPYKY KPHUK, BBIIOXHYJI M OCMOTpeEJICs. B3risi ynas Ha CBSI3Ky kep-
ey, B HAX TI0 HOYaM OH MHOT/Ia 3aMevall YeJIOBEYECKUI CUITY3T, IYTAIOIINI ero B IIepBbIe THU 3aTO-
yeHus. JlonpeiraB Ha OJHOM HOTE JIO CBSI3KM, OH BBIYJHJI OJJHY U3 XKepleH, caMylo KPErKylo Ha B,
U, KCTIOJIb3YS €€ B KAUeCTBE KOCTBUISA, HAITPABUJICS B CTOPOHY JIECTHHIIBL. [T0JIHUMASCh MO CTYIICHSIM,
YTO TOKE MOTPeOOBAIO HEMAJBIX YCUJIMM, OH CHOBA MOPA3MBICIIMI O TOM, YTOOBI OTJIOKHUTH MOOET
70 TOrO MOMEHTa, KOTJIa BOBHUKHYT OoJsiee OarornpusiTHpie 0OCTosATeNbCTBa. Jlaneko M OH yiaeT
Ha OJIHOM KOCTBLJIe, C PaHEHOW HOIOM, J1a ellle U B 3uMHIOI nopy? Byner myuiie, eciiu oH IpsiMo
cervac CITyCTUTCS, CIIPSTYET OCKOJIOK B KapMaHe, 3aBsKeT ceOe pyKH, YTOObI He BBI3BATh y CTApUKa
MOJIO3PEHMSI, ¥ TIOOX/IET, IPOCTO MOAOKIET. . .

Ho Mbicib 0 mpoBeieHn  elnie XOTh OIHOTO JIHS B Iorpede Oblila HACTOJIBKO 11 HEro Mep3KOw,
YTO OH OBLJT COTJIaceH Ha JII0OOW PUCK, JIUIIL Obl CHOBA HE OKa3aThCs TaM, B 9TOW ThMe, BO3JIE ITOTO
cronba. Her, Hu 3a 4TO Ha cBeTe, Jaxe 3a MUJUIMOH MapoK OH He MPOBe/eT OOoNbIlle HM MUHYTHI B
3TOM morpede!
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BricyHyB rojioBy HapyKy, OH cpa3y YBHIEN €ro.

Crapuk Jiexas HeTOIBUKHO Ha IOy, )KUBOTOM BHU3. Bo3iie Hero ObL1 cyImuil Gapaak: mKyphl
MEJIKMX 3BE€PbKOB, pa30pOCaHHbIe TYT U TaM, MHOXECTBO TIOCYbI packuaaHo no yriam. Kpome toro,
B XIDKMHE CTOsIJIa HEBEPOSITHAsI BOHB Teperapa, HallOMHUBINAS O €r0 HEpaJMBOM Iaraiie, BepHYyB-
IIeMcsl ¢ OuepeHON onoiku. BoT oH crout, Masienskuil Kinayc, neprka eqsa Hay4MBILIETOCs] XOAUTh
OparHKa 3a pyuKy, ¥ TAXOHEUKO Mpo cedst pasmbluuisieT: [lana ymep uau npocmo cnum?

Tuxo, HACKOJIBKO BO3MOKHO, OH BbUIE3 U3 MojBajia. KOHIIOM kepau KOCHYJICS pyXKbsl, JIekKaB-
IIIEro KaK HeJb3s1 KCTaTH MOJ] HOTaMH CTapuKa, TYT K€ B3sUI €r0 B PYKU U, Ha 9TOT pa3 yOeJUBIIKCh,
YTO OHO OBUIO 3apsKEHO, MOJOIIEN K crisimemMy. JlyloM pykbsi KOCHYJICS €r0 Ijiedya, — OTBETa He
MOCJIeJOBAJIO, — TIOCJIE Yero MepeBepHyI TOro Ha CIHHY.

CHayasa 1nokasasoch, 4TO CTAapUK U BIPSIMb MIOMEP: POT MPUOTKPBIT, YTO Cpa3y HABOAMUJIO Ha
MBICTH O cMepTH. Ho Korja ToT cjera BCXparHysl U 4TO-TO MTPOOOPMOTAN, COMHEHHUsI PAa3BEsIHCh.
Crapblii XpbIu ObUT )KUB U KPETIKO IMOYKMBAJI MOC/Ie HOYHOU TOTIOMKH.

Kiayc npucraBusi 1ysio pyskbsi K TOpITY CIISIIIETO ¥ B3BEN KypoK. OH He CITycKaJl IJ1a3 C HeoIpsT-
HOTO JIMIIA, C pacTpenanHoi O0Oposibl U OOMBIIOrO Hoca-KapTomky. [laserr ene Kacascs CIyCKOBOTO
Kprouka. Buaut Oor, oH %kesait ero cMepTH, XoTes Obl OTOMCTUTD 3a BCE T€ Y/KACHBIE THU B 3aTOUYCHUH,
3a paHeHyIO HOTY, 32 BCE MIEPEKUTHIC YHIKEHHUS. . .

A elnie pu B3MJIsAIEe HAa 9TO Xparisiiee CYIIEeCTBO Mepesl I71a3aMi BOSHUKAI 00pa3 MEepTBELKH
MIBSIHOTO OTILIA, JIeJKAIIero Bo3Je ero Hor. Kiiayc cHoBa npeBpaTuiicsi B MAJIbUMIIIKY, TOJIHKO TETieph B
pykax ObUla He XyleHbKas pyuka ToOu, a 3apsikeHHOE pyKbe.

[Nomymieukoil nayblia OH HEMHOTO CABUHYJ KYPOK.

— TbI OTBETHII 3a BCe, UTO caenan. ThH...

Ozn06neHHbIe 71432 HANOJMHWIKCH cre3amu. OH HaJaBWII JAyJIOM PYXbsl B IIIEI0 CTAPUKA TaK
CUJIbHO, YTO MYIIKA YTOHYJIA B CKJIaAKax IPsOIOi KOKH.

Krayc mouTtu BhICTpenii, HO B MOC/IEIHEE MTHOBEHHUE TepeyMal. DTOT YeJIOBeK, KaKuM Obl
OH HH OBLJI, CIIAC €r0 KU3Hb.

— Cuuraii, MBI B pacuere, crapukad. Ha stor pas...

MensieHHO OH yOpas pykbe B CTOPOHY M OCMOTpEJ NOMelIeHre XUOAPKH B TIOMCKaX BEPEBKH,
YTOOBI CBA3ATh CTAPUKA, MIOKA TOT ellle CIUT, HO TAKOW He HaluIock. [la ¥ BpeMeHU UCKaTh 4YTO-
HUOY/Ib TIOAXOASAIIEe Y Hero He ObLJI0 — PYCCKUU MOT TIPOCHYThCA B JIIOOYI0 MUHYTY. OH MOBecHI
PYKbe Ha TUIeY0, B35 CIISIIIEro MO/ MBIIIKY U JOTAIIWI 10 ABepIbl orpeda. Y Kiayca Obi10 kryuee
XKeJlaHue COPOCUTD CTapyKa C JIECTHUIIbI, KaK TOT MOCTYIHJI C HUM B TIEPBBIN A€Hb MX 3HAKOMCTBA, HO
oH crepxaiicsi. OCTOPOKHO TOJIOKHUB JOBOJIBHO TSIKENIOE TEJIO Ha TOJ, OH MOCTIEIIMIT 3aKPHITh JIOK
TO/IBaJIa U 3aCJIOHUTH €ro OypxKyHUKOM.

Hanee Kiayc Hayanm oObICKMBATh XMKMHY B MOMCKAX 4ero-HUOYAb Mosne3Horo. Jlenars 3To oH
crapasicsi ObICTPO, YK OYE€Hb HE XOTEJIOCh CIIBIIIATh, KAK OUYHETCS CTApUKAIIKA M HAYHET OpaTh.

B npeBHeM BBIIBMKHOM IIKa(uuKe, MaxXHYIIEM KUCIBIM 3amaxoM Tabaka, OH Haies mapy
JECSITKOB TIATPOHOB — PEIII B3Th BCE HA BCAKUU CITydaid, — 1 KOPOOOK CIIMYEK C KAPTHUHKOU JIOCS
¢ GonpIMMHK poraMu. Psom ¢ Tem ke 1mKkadoM HaIrenx CBOU OepIibl ¢ JIETKUM cyioeM Ibid. [Totom
B3SUJICA 32 CTOMKHU B IMOMCKAX 4ero-HUOy/Ib ChECTHOTO, ¢ Oe3pa3nuureM cOpachiBasi BCe Ha IMOJI, HO
HHUYEro, Kpome NepJIoBOM KPYIIB J1a CUJIEBIIEH B MMEYEHKAX OBCSIHKM HAWTH HE YIAJI0Ch — IPHUIILIOCH
B3STh UX. Bce coOpaHHOE OH yrakoBas B TKAHEBHIM MEIIOK, HAWAEHHBIN HA MOy, U yXke ObUIO COOU-
pajicst yXOOuTh, HO OCTaHOBWJICS. Ha Kpiouke mpsMo BO3Je ABEpPU BUCEN TYJIYIL: 3aHOIIEHHBIN, C
AecsATKAMHU 3aruiaT ¥ MaxXHyIIUi AeneBbM TadakoMm. Kak M ero xo3siuH, 3TOT mpeameT rapaepoda
BbI3bIBaJT OTBpaiieHre. Ho y Kiayca He ObUTO BBIOOpA, TOCKOJIBKY €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO ObLIT HA HEM U3
omex b1, — (pyaiika OeHO-3eJIeHOro [BeTa J]a cTapble OPIOKH, HaJIeThle Ha Hero cTapukoM. Mop-
mack, Knayc Hagen Tymyri, U, pasymeeTcsi, TOT OKa3aJiCsi eMy BEJIMK, BCE K€ €ro X031H ObLT JOBOJIIBHO
BBICOK M TJICYHCT. VI3 pyKaBOB BBHITISIIBIBIN OJJHU TOJIBKO MAJbIIbl, BOPOTHHUK YIUPAJICS B IOAOOPO-
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JIOK — €My Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO CO CTOPOHBI OH BBITJISIAE]T MAJTBUMIIIKOM, PEITUBIINM IIPUMEPUTH 0alIOBCTBA
paau OTIIOBCKYIO KYPTKY.

Hakower1, cripaBUBIIKCH C TYJIYIIOM U B3SIB B PyKH MEIIOK C HACKOPO COOpPaHHOM MPOBU3HEH,
OH, MPUAEPKUBASCH 32 KOCTbLIb, OTKPBLT JBEPh XUOAPHL.

Ero ocnenmno. Hukoraa mpeskjie COMHEUHBI CBET HE Kazajcs TaKUM SIPKUM, Kak cerldac.
OFpOMHLIC Ky4Hu CHEra, KOTOPbIM HE 6bIHO HU KOHIA, HU Kpas, 3aCTaBJIAIM IJla3a JKMYPUTBCA OT
sipkoi Oenu3Hbl. OH XOTeJ yTOHYTh B IIOTOKAX COJHEYHBIX JIyYeH, KynarbCsi B HUX JI0 TeX IOp, MOKa
emy He HajoecT. A Bo3ayx! ['oconu, 6marocioBu 3uMHU# Bo3ayx ! HakoHeII-To B JIerkux oka3aJicst
CBEKHUI BO3YX, O3 MPUMeCH 3aTXJIOro norpeda u kucyioro tadaka. OH ObUT TAK OUYapOBaH MPOUCXO-
ASIIUM, YTO COBCEM He 0OpaThiI BHUMaHMs, KaK BO3JIe HOTH ero 00pa3oBajiach HEOObINAs TEHb.

INcuHa, rpoMKO J1ast, BRICKOYMIIA U3 KOHYPBI, uciyraB Kiayca Tak, 4to oH ymai B cyrpo0. 3yObl
MIOYTH COMKHYJIFCh Ha €ro JIEBOM, U 6e3 Toro nepexusIieil MHOro 6ej, Hore. Ho K cuacThio, KOpOTKast
BepEBKA, 3aBsI3aHHAsT BOKPYT IIIeW )KHUBOTHOTO, HE TIO3BOJIMJIA TICY TTPUOIN3UTHCS.

Krayc TyT e mopHsiics Ha HOTH, TIPUJIOKIIT PYXbE K OSApY U, He OTBOJIS B3IVIsAA OT raBKalo-
meﬁ TICHHBI, 3aKOBBUIAI ITPOYb.

INec He mepecTan MasTh Jaxke TOraa, KOraa OH CKPbUICS U3 BHUIY.

13

C Heba magaay OrpoOMHBIE XJIOIbsI CHEra.

Tynymy cTonio Bo3JaTh IOKHOE — OH XOTh ¥ M3HOIIEHHBIH, HO BCE e OTIIMYHO corpeBail. bes
HEero Jayieko Obl YITH He yaajaock. BoT Tonbko Bompoc: qaineko — 31o ckoibko? U rmaBHoe — Kyna?

Knayc He nmen moHATHS, CKOJIBKO BpeMeH! Haxoauycs B myTH. Onupasich Ha KOCTBUIb, OH Opelt
Cpenu JiepeBbeB, TO U JIEJI0 TIPOBAIMBASICH B TTyOOKue cyrpoOsl. Eile 1 paHeHas Hora qaBaja o cede
3HATh TATYYEH OOJTBIO.

OH Hayas kajeTb 0 CBOeM HEOOIyMaHHOM PEIlIeHUH OTIIPABUTHCS KaK MOKHO CKOpee, He B3Be-
CHB Kak cliefiyeT Bce 3a 1 potuB. Ho oH He Mor noctynuth uHaue! CBoOOga CTOMT TOTO, YTOOHI 32
Hee PUCKHYTD KU3HbI0! Benb Kakas ke 3Ta )Ku3Hb — 0e3 cBOOOIbI?

U Bce xe...

Haoo 6b110 0odxcoamuvcs, koeda cmapuk ounémcsi. [lpucmasumo pyosrcoe K 20pay u nompeoo-
8amv, UMoObL OH 8blBEN €20 U3 IMO20 PACHPOKAsINO20 Aadupurmal! Ox 6bl cKazan 3mo mak 2pomKo,
umo mom u 0e3 3HaHUSI HEMEUKO20 NOHSLA, YO OM He20 Mpedyiom.

Ho 6bu10 no3aHo. Kitayc monpocty He MOMHWII TTyTH Ha3aa. Eciv Obl He HAvaBIIMIACS CHET,
3aCBITIABIINI €r0 CJIe/ibl, OH CMOT Obl BEPHYTHCS, U TOT/IA. . .

CorHile cTaio cBETUTH Onie/THee, a Ka3aBIIUICS TEIUIBIM TYJIyI Ha4yasl IpOITyCKaTh BHYTPb ceOst
x0JofoK. Kiayc moHsii, 4ro 6;mM3uUTCs Bevep, a 3a HUM, U I71a30M OH He YcIleeT MOPTHYTb, HACTYITUT
HOYb.

Houb. OT 011HOI TOJBKO MBICIIM O HEW eMy CTaJlo ellle XOJIOIHee.

Ecau nonadobumcs — 51 3anouyio 8 aecy. Y meus ecmo 6ce 0nsi 3moeo Heooxooumoe. Ecau
NOHAOOOUMCH. ..

Kak xe oH Hagesiicsl, YTO ITOrO He MPOU3OUIET.

Tonosa 3akpyxwiack. JlepeBbst pa3naBauBaiuch. Kinayc ObUT M3MOTaH W YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO B
MOOYI0 CEKyHTy MOKET yIacTh.

— 4 ne ynany, Toou. KnsiHych TeOe — s He ynaay, — 6opMoTalt oH cede 1o yxo. — S rovimMaro
TeOs1. OOs3aTeNILHO MONMAIO. .. IPSAMO Ha JIeTy.

Korma tema omyctumack Ha Jiec, Kiayc mpomosskat uaTv, HO ObLIIO BUTHO, UTO KaXKIbIHA ClIeTy-
IOIIUI IIar MOT OKa3aThCsl MOCIIETHHM.

OH MOJHJT TOJIBKO 00 OJHOM, TTOKa rojioBa ObUIa eIlle B COCTOSTHUM TyMarth:

Tpowy, I'ocnodu, oaii MHe ycavliuamo 38yK UCHPeOUmensi. ..
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INo ronose OyATO CTy4Yasli MOJOTKOM. YJapbl CTAHOBUJIMCH OOJIbHEE C KaXbIM 3aTMBUCTHIM
naeM BopbKy, 3BydaliuM OTKYy/a-TO U3AaJIeKa.

— 3arkHuck, — Oyonmn Cepreii, He OTpbIBas IJ1a3. — YMOJIKHH, CYKUH ThI CBIH.

Ho niec ve 3arbikasicst. Kazanock, OH Ha3/10 ¢ KaX/IbIM 3aMeuaHreM rapkai Bce rpomue. Cepreit
OTKPBLI I71a3a, 4TO JIAJIOCh €My HeJerko, U OCMOTPEJICS.

CHayana He OOHapYXWJI HMUYEro MOJO3PHUTENIBHOTO: OH Jiekal B COOCTBEHHOM Morpede, rie
npeObIBal MHOTO BpEeMEHH, HUYero Takoro. EMy maxe 3axoTesioch MpOAOKATh CIaTh, TIOKA BAPYT
HE 3aMeTHJT OAMHOKUM CTOJIO ¢ pa30pBaHHBIMHU KYCKaMH ITyT, YTO MOKa3aJ0Ch eMy BHauyaJle CTpaH-
HBIM, & TIOTOM Y BOBCE Y:KacHbIM. [1amMsTh, e11ie HEeCKOJIBKO CeKyH 1 Oyy4H IyCThIM XOJICTOM, Havyasa
HAIOTHATHCS U300paKEHUSIMH, BBIPUCOBBIBAsI KAPTUHY MPOU3OIIEIIErO 32 TOCASAHNE THHA: 0XO0Ta,
KYJIEMKH, KpYIIIEHHe CaMoJeTa . . .

Hewmen!

Cepreil BCKOYMJI HA HOTH ¥ OIIYTHJT OYEPEHON yAap HEBUIMMOIO MOJIOTKA IO TOJI0BE, 3acTa-
BUBIIMI IOMOPIIUTHCS OT 6oy, OH MozoIien K cTosdy, OCBEIaeMOMY OJHUM JIMIIb OJI€HBIM MTPO-
CBETOM COJTHEYHOT'0 JTy4a U3 IIEJH, U TIONBITAJICS IOPUCOBATh B TOJIOBE KAPTUHY BuepaiHeit Houn. Ho
Kak Obl OH HU CTapaJicsi, Ha XOJICTe MO-TIPEeKHEMY OCTaBajIoCh Oesloe MATHO — caMasi BaKHasl JeTallb.
Bce, 4To OH CMOT' BCIOMHHTbD, 3TO KaK OTMeuasi JHU B KaJICHAApe HATKHYJICS Ha JIeHb POXKJICHUS
Makcnma, a 3atem. ..

/la, BCOMHWII OH, a 3amem si RONbIMAACS, NPUOYUUMb 20pe OYMbLAKOU, HABEPHSIKA He OOHO.

[Non HOrO¥ XPYCTHYJIO CTEKJIO, HO OH He 00paTuil Ha 3TO BHUMaHMs1. OH MOCTENINII K JIECTHHLIE,
KOCHYJICSI IBEPIIbI U TIOMBITAJICS €€ OTKPBITh, HO Ta He nojaBaiack. CHavana moaymall, uTo Mpujio-
JKHJT HEJIOCTATOYHO YCUJIMM, U HaKaJl Ha JIBEPILY ellle CUIbHee, HO Ty OYTO rBO3/ISIMU MTPUOWIIN — HE
TMO/IIaBaNIach HU B KaKylo. W TOJIBKO TOTja OH MOHSI, YTO HEMEIl, CKOpee BCEro, MONOXKUI Ha ABEPILY
ero TsDKEJICHHYIO OypiKyHKY, KOTOPYIO C TAKMM HEMMOBEpPHBIM TpyaoM Cepreit JOTaIuII 10Cofia TPy
roja Hazaj BMecTe ¢ MakCUMKOM.

MBbIC/b, YTO OHU TOMEHSUIUCH C TUICHHUKOM MECTaMU, 3aCTaBWJIA €ro Ha CEKYHIy yXMbLIb-
HYTBCSI.

— D1, mapeHs, cabpimuib?! Beimyctu MeHs otciona! Ceifuac xe BbIITYCTH, s TeOe ckazan!

Momnyanue.

— T'anc! OtBeuvaii!

B otBer il OMH TOJBKO J1all BopbKH.

— AX THI IIIEHOK Takoii... Hy s TeGe... — mpoOoOpMOTa OH, HO BAPYT MOHSUL: HEMEII He 3/1eCh.
OH cOesxai. Basin u coexan, 3anepeB ero B morpeoe.

— Hypak, BOT xe nypak!

Cepreil ynuBHICS, IOYyBCTBOBAB, YTO BHYTPH y HETO BCE 3aIIEMIIO OT BojiHeHHs1. OH He Mor
MIOHSATb, TIOUEMY ITO MPOUCXOIUIIO, IOYEMY STO YYBCTBO BOH3MJIOCH MOJOOHO KMHXKAITY B MSTKYIO
TUIOTh. DTO OBUIO CTPAHHO, TMIOYTH TaK ke CTPAHHO, KaK B TOT JIeHb, KOT/Ia OH BepHYJIcs 3a ['aHcoM K
MecTy KpyieHus. M, Kak ¥ Torja, OH XkeJlasl Kak MOKHO CKopee N30aBUThCSI OT STOTO UyBCTBA.

B temHOTE OBLITO TsIKETIO Pa300paTh, Ie uTo Jexkano, Ho Cepreil 3HaI CBOIO U 03 TOro KPOXOT-
HYI0 XMOapKy BIOJb U MOTIepEK. B yriry morpeda oH Haryna AKyTOBBIH MEIOK U, TOIIAPUB B HEM,
TMIOIYTHO HATHIKASICh HA Pa3Hble MHCTPYMEHTHI, BHITAIIIWII OTTYAa MOJIOTOK. DTOTO MEIIKa MOCTIeAHUI
pa3 OH KacaJicsi TOr/ia, KOI/ia BMECTe C CBIHOM MOCTPOMJI J1aba3 B POILIoM rofy. boxke, Kak ke TaBHO
3TO OBLIO. ..

OH nonBuHY1 TaOypeTKy ONMKe K MOABAJIbHOM JIECTHUIIE, BCTAI HA Hee, 3aHEeC MOJIOTOK Hajl
TOJIOBOM, a 3aTeM Kak Clie/lyeT yIapuil 1o AepeBAHHOMY MOToJKy. Lllenku u mbuth Magaiyd Ha JIUIO,
3aCTaBJIsAsl )KMYPUTHCA. B ronoBe BO3HUKIIA MBICITb, KaK ObI OBUIO JIETKO HEMITY BBIOPAThCS M3 3TOTO
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norpe6a, Oy/ib y HEro He CBSI3aHbl PyKu. be3 coMHeHMiA, MOKHO ObLJIO ObI MOJTyYIIe MPETYCMOTPETh
BCE U, HAIPUMEDP, BBIHECTU STOT CTAPBII MEIIOK U3 rorpeda /10 TOro, Kak OH 3aTallyi Tyla HeMIa.
Ho Tenepb no3aHo aymath 0 MOg0OHOM, CAETaHHOTO HEe BOPOTHUIIID.

Humepecno, kak dsice on, 2a0, eviopancs?

PasmbInisiss 06 3TOM, OH M He 3aMeTHJT, Kak JbIpa HaJ| TOJIOBOM CTasla IIMpe, U BCKOPE OH CMOT
MIPOCYHYTh B Hee pyKy. Koraa oTBepcTue crano JoCTaToOYHO MIMPOKKM, OH, CXBATHBILKCH 32 Kpaii, C
TPYIOM HOIATSIHYJICS M OKA3JICs Ha MOITy. [{pImarh ObUIO TSKENO, CepALle CTYYasIo Kak HEeHOPMaJIbHOE,
Y TI0TOMY OH TO3BOJIJI cebe MUHYTY NepeJOXHYTb, IPEk/EC YeM MPUCTYITUTD K CIIEIYIOIEMY IIary.

Boppka He yHumascs. ByaTo novysi, 4To X03siMHY yAa10Cch BHIOPAThCs U3 IJIEHA, U 3aJ1asil elle
6osee HaAPBHIBHO, YeM TPEK/Ie.

Cepreii TyT e yBUJIe]l yYMHEHHBIN MM Buepa O6apiak, Terepb K Hemy IMprOaBUiIach eIne U Ablpa
B ro;y. Bemmu rie Tospko He Obutn pa3Opocanbl. B royioBe nocteneHHo Hauaia nposiCHATHCS KapTUHA
MUHYBIIIel Houu. B Hell 6iarogapsi Bojike — 3JICHIIero ero Bpara — OH IMPEeBpaTUICs B 3Bepsi, B THEBE
YUMHUBILIETO 3TOT Oecropsiiok. EMy crano cThigHo.

Ha crene, r1e 00BIYHO Becesio pykbE&, OH 0OHAPYKWUIT ITycToe MecTo. TyT ke moHsu1, uto [aHce
ero 3adpan u...

OnH He npuKkoHuUN MeHs?

Jlait Bopbku He qaBai coOpaTh MBICIH B Kyuy. OH HanpaBWICS K JBEPH, YTOOBI YCTIOKOUTH TICA.
Pyka no npuBbIuKe NOTSHYIACh K KPIOUKY BO3JIE BXO/Ia, HO ¥ 37I6Ch OH 3aMETHJT OYEePEIHYIO IPOTTaKY:
€ro eJMHCTBEHHBI! TYIyI OTCYTCTBOBAJ, IOJKHO ObITh, HEMEII U €T0 MPUXBATHII C COOOM.

Boppka TyT ke pajoCTHO 3aCKY/IWJI U 3aBUJISUI XBOCTUKOM-KPEHAEIBKOM, YBUJIEB XO3SIMHA.
Jloxmartblii TOBApUIIl IO OXOTE HU C TOTO HU C CErO BBI3BAI B HEM TAKYIO KaJIOCTh, YTO OH OTBSI3A
Tica OT LIETHU U KpenKo ero oOHsi1. Bopbka, B CBOIO ouepe/ib, MPUHSIICS 0OMM3bIBaTh celylo Oopomy
XO35IMHA MIEPIIABBIM SI3bIKOM, CIIOBHO TMEPEkKUI JUTUTEIBHOE PACCTaBaHMe.

— Hy, ny, ataman, TyT £, TyT... — menrai Cepreil Ha yxo ncy. — Iloiinem, Hao pa3bicKaTh
Hamiero Oersenia. Crient Oyzenib Opars.

15

MHoro Berieii OpaTh He CTal — TOJIBKO HEOOXOOUMOe: CrUKH (O1aro, HeMerl yTarluiI UX He
BCE, a JIUIIh eTUHCTBEHHBI KOPOOOK ), KOJTYH, KOTEJIOK U Mapy KapTodeTnH, XpaHUBIIHXCS B 1adase.
Bce 3T0 ¢c10KWIT B TOT CaMBIil JHKYTOBBIT MEITIOK, U3 KOTOPOTO BBHITAIIAI MOJIOTOK. OH He UCKITIoYa,
YTO MPUIETCS 3aHOUEBATH B JIECY, TIOITOMY B35 Bce HeoOxomumoe. OH Bcerja cTapajics TOTOBUTHCS
K XyOIIeMy.

OrtcyTcTBHE Tyayna yXyALao rnojaoxenue. O1H JUILb CBUTEP U3 OBEUbEH LIIEPCTH — HE CaMBbI
JYJIIU# rapepo6 1UIsi IpOTryJIOK 1O 3MMHEMY Jiecy, a IPYyrou TeIIon ofeskabl y Hero He ObLio. Pere-
HUE BCe K€ HAIIOCh, KOT/Ia B3MJISA] €r0 Yl Ha OIHY U3 IIKYPOK KyHHIIBI, JISKAIMX Ha IOy Cpen
npouero Oecriopsaka. OH B3I HECKOJIBKO, KOTOPBIE YCIIeN COMIpaTh ¢ TYIIEeK 3a MOC/eIHUe JIHU, U
MPOCYHYJI X MMOJ cBUTep. UTOOBI Te He Cajaiv B JABMKEHUM, 3aKPEruiI X Oe4EBKOHN, KOTOPYIO
MIPOYHO 3aBs13aJ1 BOKPYT MOsICa, ClieJiaB HeKoe ofooue peMHs. TakuM HeXUTphIM 00pa30M CaMo/IeITb-
HOE yTeIlJIeHHe OBbUTO TOTOBO yXKe CITCTSI IeCSITh MUHYT.

[Mocnennee, uto ocraBanock caenath Cepreio, Mpexkae YeM OTIPABUTHCS HA TIOUCKHM HEMIA, —
Jath ero cien rcy. i 3Toi 3aa4u OH MogoOpast B morpede OKPOBaBJICHHBIS ITYTHI, JICKAIUe BO3JIe
cronba. BepeBka c MoMeHTa peObIBaHUS 3[16Ch HEMIIA YCTIeJia IPOIMTATHCS €r0 3aaXoM, U TOITOMY,
KaK TOJIbKO BopbKa yTKHYJI MOKPBIF HOC B Hee, OH TYT e BO30YkKJICHHO 3aJ1asil, IMBITASICh KAaK MOKHO
cKkopee copBatbesl ¢ MecTa. Cepreil He cTan 3aepXkuBarh rica. HajeB cHeroctymbl, oH aan bopbke
KOMaHJLy ¥ MOCJIeIOBAN 32 HUM.

ConHIle HAXOIMJIOCh B 3¢HUTE, YTO O3HAYAJIO COBCEM CKOPOE HACTYIICHHE TEMHOTHI, B KOTOPOH
lanca HaiiTk Oyet HaMHOTO ciokHee. HyKHO OBUIO CHeIIHTS.
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Koraa Bopbka no6exan Ha ceBep, Cepreit cpa3y e MOHSUI, YTO IJISHHUK BHIOPAJ Xy [Ty Th
u3 BO3MOXHbIX. OH 1I1eN1 Tyza, I7ie Ha MHOTO BEpCT OKPOMsI JIeca M 3aCHEKEHHBIX I0JIel He ObLIO
HU4ero. Bot ecim Obl OH B3s11 4yTh JieBee, HAa CEBEPO-3alajl, TO Yepes Mapy JEHbKOB IEIIero myTu
noctur Obl (pUHCKOM rpaHuiibl. Ecim Obl pommes, pasymeercs. ..

Lanexo on 6ps0 au 3a6pen, ¢ €20-mo HO2OW. ..

Cepreii TsKeN10 3aKanUIsUICcs. [IpUIIIOCh OCTAHOBUTBCS M IIPOCTOSATH KAKOE-TO BPEMsl, IPexk e
4eM peskylias 60Jb B ropiie caMylo MaJocTh 0ci1adia, HO He yIIula OKOHYATENIbHO.

Boppka 3amasui, OyaTo mogHaumBasi Xo3sMHa ocremunTsb. Kak pa3 B 9Ty ceKyHIy ¢ HeOa MochI-
najicsl HAaCTOJIBKO IMYIIUCTHIN CHET, YTO 3aKpbIBal OOJIBIIYIO0 YacTh 0030pa BIEPEIH.

OH nocniemn 3a BOppKOH, MOMYTHO MBITAsICh OTBJIEYLCS OT OOJIM, HO TOPJIO TOYHO CTPYTajIu
pyOaHkoM, TpeBpalas Bce BHYTPU B MeJKUe CTpyKKu. OJHa U3 TaKuX, B BUJE OKPOBABJICHHOTO
KyCOUKa IUIOTH, KaK pa3 BbUIETeJa U3 €ro pTa, HO OH €€ He 3aMeTHII.

N npeanoden He 3aMmevars.

16

Bom 6w1 ceiiuac npespamumscs ¢ nmuyy, medtan Kiayc. Barememos, omopeamuvcsi om 3mozo
KASIMO20 CHez2d, NPOHUKILE20 Ydice 80 6Ce Uieal Myayna, i ¢ 02POMHOI 8bICOMbL NOCMOMpPentb, Kyod
uepmiu MeHsi 3aHecNU. ..

W3 mocnetHuX it OH KOBBLISUI 1O cyrpodam. Kaxapiii miar jaBajcs eMy ¢ HSMMOBEPHBIM Tpy-
oM. OcoOEHHO 3TO OIIYIATIOCh, KOTAa HYKHO ObUIO OMUPATHCS Ha KepIb, YTOOBI IEPEBATUTH paHe-
HYIO HOTY Briepe]l. B Kakoi-To MHT TOJIOBa mepectaia cooOpakarh U ciejiajach CIOBHO YyTyHHOM.
Kazanocsk, oH OnyX1aeT B CHOBHCHUH, HO TOJIBKO HE B OJTHOM M3 TeX MPEKPACHBIX, T/Ie APUT CPeIH
00JIaKOB, TaK YacTO CHUBIIUXCS €My. DTOT COH, €CJI OH ObLT TAKOBBIM, Pa3pbIBajl €r0 OTYASIHAEM.
OtyastHueM, TJie y IMyTH, TI0 KOTOPOMY OH IIleJI, He ObUIO HU KOHIIa, HU Kpas. U oH Oyzmer uaru tak
10 TeX Top, MOKa He yraser.

UYTo ¥ MPOM3O0IILIO CIYCTS Mapy METPOB.

OH omepcst AByMsI pyKamM# O Kepib, YTOObI TIEPEBECTH IyX, M Ta BAPYT TPECHY/IA M CIOMa-
Jach HariorosiaM. OH MOMBITANICS yAepKaTh PABHOBECHE U BBICTABIII BIiepe/] JIEBYIO HOTY, UTO M ObLIO
camoi 6obIIoN ommOKol. Cleayoiue HECKOIBKO CEKYH/T B JIECY Pa3HOCHUJIOCh 9XO OTUHOYHOTO
KpHKa, HalOJIHEHHOTo aroHuei. Jlexa oM B cyrpooe, Kiayc nbItancst oTBiedbcst OT 00U B HOTE,
KPENKO CKHUMasi TONBIMU PyKaMH MOKPBIH CHET, HO 9TO IOMOIJIO HE CHUJIBHO.

— HyXHO OTIOXHYTb, — IIENTAI OH YCIOKAUBAIOIIMM TOJIOCOM B CYTrpo0 Hepe]] CBOMM JIUIIOM.

[NonHsB ronoBy, OH YBUJIEN, KaK W3-32 TOPU30HTA BBHIIVISIIBIBAIIO 3aXO/sIIee CONHIE, 3abupa-
folee ¢ coOoi MmocyeHre Teruibie JTyun. Kinayc moHuMal, 4yto cefvac JI0JKeH BCTaTh, HAUTH HOBYIO
OTOpY AJIsS HOTH M OTBICKATh MOAXOAsIee MecTo isi Howiera. Ho mpu ogHO#M TOMBKO MBICTH 000
BCEX THX MPOCTHIX JEUCTBUSX EMY CENAIOCH AypHO. 17151 HEero 3To ObUIO CPOJAHU BOCXOK/ICHUIO Ha
SBepect.

Teso Tak U3HBIBAJIO OT YCTAJIOCTH M XOJI0/1a, YTO OH MOAAAJICS CAMOMY OOJIBIIIOMY CBOEMY JKeJla-
HUIO — ToctiacTb. He XoTenock qymarh, He XOTeJIOCh COIPOTUBIISITLCS, HE XOTEJIOCh HUYEro, KpoMme
KAaK 3aKpbITh I71a3a U YCHYTb. Tak OH U MOCTYIIAJL.

Tobu MosIBUIICS CICTSI HECKOMIBKO CeKyHII. OH CTOsIT BO3JIE HETO B OJJHOU pyOaIlke ¢ KUIETOM
CHUHETO IIBETa MOBEPXYy ¥ TOHEHbKMX OpIouKax. Pychie BOIOCH M3-3a 3aXO/AIIEro COMHIA MPEeBpaTH-
JIMCh B pblKUE U sIpKO Onectenu. CTos Mo KOJIEHO B Cyrpode, MajlbuvK, He OTpbIBasl IJla3, CMOTPE
Ha Opara.

— Tob6wu, — ronoc Knayca npoxan. — Yero Tl Tak onesnicsi? 3aMEp3HENIb Ke.

Mautpuuiiika 3aMoTaj roJoBOM.

— He 3amep3ny.

Knayc ne cran cnoputs. C OpaTom Bcerga ObUIo OECIONe3HO CIIOPUTh.
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— A 4ero Tl TyT JIEKULIb?

— He mory Bcrars.

— Iouemy?

— Hora 6omnwr.

— INouemy?

— Tob6u, — Knayc BeioxHyI1. — CIMIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB.

— A 9TO C pyKam#, MU MOXEUTb TOIIEBEIUTH?

— He 3naro.

Manp4uk rojomes BIUIOTHYIO K Oparty, B3sUI €ro 3a JIEBYIO PYKY.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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