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IIpoJior

Jlionu ObL BeTpeBoxkeHbl. CHHTapa ollymaia uX MedyIrecs, KaJsAIiie MBICTH, CJIOBHO POt
Kycauux HaceKoMbIX. M Kak 3TOT BUA BOOOIIE YXUTPUIICS BBLKUTb, HE yMes JepxkaTh Ipu cede To,
YTO OHU JAyMAIOT U ollymaiT? M 4to camoe cMelIHoe, BBITUIECKMBATh CBOM KalKue (haHTa3uu JIIOAU
ropasfipl, a BOT CJIbIIIATH APYTUX BOBCE HEe yMeIOT. Tak U KUBYT CBOIM HEHOJITUI BeK, HEIOTIOHUMAsI
COIUIEMEHHUKOB — J]a U BceX Mpourx cyiectB. Kornqa CuHTapa nmoHsia, 4To JIOAU TOJIbKO U MOTYT,
YTO U3[1aBaTh PTAMHU IIIyM, a 3aTE€M YTa/IblBaTh, YTO MOAPA3yMeEBAT COOECEIHUK O] OTBETHBIMHU 3BY-
KaMu, OHa MPUIIUIA B YKac. A OHU 30BYT 9TO «Oece1om».

CuHTapa HeHaJI0Jro mepecTajia OTTOPaXKUBATHCS OT IMIKBAIA UX MUCKOB U MOMBITANIACH OMpe-
JeJUTh, YTO K€ B3BOJTHOBAJIO JIPAKOHBUX XpaHUTeNel Ha 3TOT pa3. Kak 0ObIYHO, UX TPEeBOrM caMu
cebe mpoTtuBopeurii. HeckobKo 4enoBek OeCrOKOMIIUCH M3-3a HE3[0POBbsl MEIHOW JIPAKOHUIIBL.
He 10 4TOOBI OHM MOIJIM € YeM-TO IMIOMOYb — TaK K Y€MY CYETUThCS TIOMYCTY, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI
UCTIOHATH CBOU O0SI3aHHOCTH Tiepe]l APYriuMu JpakoHamu? CHHTapa BOT TOJIOJHA, a HUKTO ellle He
TIPUHEC el TaXKe 3aBAISAILIEH PHIOKU.

Ona GectienibHO Opena BAoib pekr. CMOTpeTh TYT ObLIO HE Ha UTO — MOJIOCKA TPSI3HOM 3eMUIH,
KaMBIIIIM ¥ OJIHO-ABA YaxJibIX JepeBla. Tyckiioe comnHile o3apsuio criuHy CHHTaphl, HO MOYTH HE
rpenio. [Ium Ha Gepery He BOAMJIOCh HUKAKOH. B peke, BO3MOXKHO, IJIeCKaiach pbida, OIHAKO MOM-
MaTh ee HEMPOCTO, a Chelllb — U He 3aMeTHIIb. BOT eciti Obl KTO APYrou ee J00bLI. ..

Moxert, otripaButh Ha 0x0Ty Tumapy? M3 noaciymaHHoOro y XpaHUTesNei BBIXOIUIIO, YTO OTPSIT
coOpaJicsi TOpYaTh Ha STOM MO3a0BITOM OOramu KJIOUKE 3eMJIU JIO TeX MOop, TIOKa Me/IHAs IPAaKOHUIIA
He MOMNpaBUTCs WK He ympeT. Eciu Bee ke ympeT, IpakoHa, KOTOPBIH MepBbIM 1o0epeTcs 10 Tena,
KJeT oTMeHHas Tparne3a. U Oyner um Mepkop, ¢ ropeusio 3akmounia CuHTapa. 30JI0TUCTHINA He
crryckas ¢ 6onpHOM m1a3. Cyqs 1o BceMy, OH Mojio3peBall, Oyaro MeqHOM YTO-TO YrpoKaeT, OMHAKO
TIOKA YTO HEe XOTeJ IeTUThCSI CBOMMU MOJO3PEHUSIMU HU C IPAKOHAMU, HU C XPAHUTENISIMU. Y3Ke OTHO
9T0 Beensiyio B CUHTapy OeCcroKOMCTBO.

Omna nipsimo cripocuiia Ob1 MepKopa, Yero oH oracaercsi, eciii Obl He Oblla Ha HEero Tak 3Ja.
30510TUCTHIH, €3 MaJIeHIlero moBojia C €€ CTOPOHBI, OTKPBLT XPaHUTENsIM ee UCTUHHOe uMs. U He
Tosibko Tumape u iuc, MpUHAIEKABIIMM €H, XOTs U 3TO yxke Oblio Obl ckBepHO. Ho Her, oH pac-
TpyOus1 ee ums BceM, Oyaro cooctBeHHoe. To, uto cam MepKop 1 OOJIBIIMHCTBO JIPYTHX JIPAKOHOB
PELIIIY IPEICTABUTHCS XPAHUTENSIM, HIYero He 3HaYuI0 1711 CUHTAaphl — €CJTM OHU HACTOJIBKO TITYTIbI
Y IOBEpUUBHI, uXx Jeno. OHa ke He BKJIMHHUBAeTCsl MexXy MepkopoM U ero xpaHurenbHuliei. Tak
MOYeMy e 30JIOTHCTHIN Tak OeCIIEpeMOHHO Jie3eT B MX B3auMooTHoIeHus ¢ Tumapoii? Tereps Ta
3HaeT UCTUHHOE UMs1 CUHTapBbl, U OCTAeTCs JIUIIb HAJESIThCs, YTO AEBYOHKA MOHSATHS HE UMEEeT, KaK
MM MOXHO BOCIOJIb30BaThCsl. HU OMMH pakoH He criocoOeH colrath TOMY, KTO TIOTpeOyeT OT Hero
MIPaBJIbl €ro COOCTBEHHBIM MMEHEM WJIM Tojio0aroie oopaturcs ¢ BorpocoM. OTKa3aTbcsi OTBEYATh
OH MOXET, HO He coirarh. VI HU OAMH APAaKOH HE CyMeeT HapyIIUTbh YTOBOP, €CIU 3aKJIOYUI ero
OT CBOETO MCTUHHOTO MMeHU. MepKop Bpy4MJI HETIOMEPHYIO BJIACTh YeJIOBEKY, Ueil BEK He JOJIbIIe
PpBIOBETO.

CuHrapa OTbICKaJia Ha Oepery MpOrajMHKY, OMyCTUJIaCh Ha HarpeThie CONHIIEM KaMHH, TIpH-
KpbLIa I1a3a U B3[I0XHYyIa. MoxeT, B3apeMHyTh? HeT, noxainyii, He crout. B oTapixe Ha X0noaHOM
3eMJie HET HUYero XOpPOIIIero.

JlpakoHMIIa HEXOTSI CHOBA BIYCTUJIA B CO3HAHUE UYyKKE€ MBICIIH, TIBITASICh MOHSATD, YTO 3aTesn
monu. KTo-To cKynmui no noBojiy KpoBU Ha cBOMX pykax. Crapiuas U3 ee XpaHUTEIbHUI] TOHY/a B
My4YrHe TIepeKMBaHU, pelasi, CIeAyeT JIU el BEPHYThCS JIOMOM, K MOCTHUION KU3HU C MYKEeM, WU
ke CrapuThcs ¢ KanmutaHoM Oapkaca. CuHTapa pazapakeHHO (bipkHy1a. O yem TyT BooOIe pas-
MBIIUIATH ? DIUC U3BOAUTCSA U3-3a TAKUX MYCTAKOB. Kakas paszHuiia, yto oHa npeanourer! Bee paBHO
YTO rajarh, KyJa csaaer Myxa. Bek jofeil cMexoTBOPHO KOPOTOK. JIOMKHO ObITh, IMEHHO TIOTOMY
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OHH TPOM3BOJIAT CTOJIBKO ITyMa IpHu xku3HU. HaBepHO, nHaue um He yOeauTh ApYT Jpyra B COOCTBEH-
HOW 3HAYUMOCTH.

JlpakoHbl, KOHEYHO, TOXKE U3AIOT 3BYKH, OJIHAKO HE HYKIAIOTCS B HUX JJISI IIEpe/Iaud MBICTICH.
PeB u peub Mose3HbI, €ClI MPUXOJUTCS TEePEKPHIBATh JIIOACKOM TaM, YTOOBI MPHUBJIEYb BHUMAHHUE
apyroro npakoHa. Kpuk norpedeH, 4ToObl 3aCTaBUTh MHOXKECTBO JIOJEH COCPEIOTOUMTHCS Ha MBICITH,
KOTOPYIO THITATCS JOHECTU A0 HUX ApakoH. CHHTapy He TaK CHUJIbHO BO3MYIIAIM Obl YeIOBEYbH
3BYKH, €CJT OBl 3TOT NMUCK HEM3MEHHO HE COMPOBOXAAJICS HEYAEPKUMBIM MBICIICHHBIM TTOTOKOM.
[Topoii u3-3a Takoro BOT ABOMHOTO pazapaxkenuss CUHTapa kajesa, YTO He MOXKET CheCTh UX BCEX U
MOKOHYMTH C IIIYMOM pa3 M HaBCer/a.

Omna yTpoOHO 3aBOpuYasia, BHIIUIECKUBAs Aocady. JIioam — HUKYEMHbIC U HaJIOE/IJIBbIE CYIIle-
CTBa, M BCE XK€ CynpOa MPUHYIWIA IPAKOHOB IMOJIOKHUTHCS Ha HUX. Korga oHM BHIIUTM M3 CBOMX
KOKOHOB, TPOOYMBIINCH TIOCJIE TIPEBPAILICHU ST 13 MOPCKHX 3MeH B IPAKOHOB, TO OKA3aJIMCh B MHpE,
HUYYTh HE TMOXOXKEM Ha uX BocnomuHaHus. C TexX Mop Kak JPaKOHbI MOCIAEIHUIN pa3 CTYMaH IO
3emMJie, IPOIIUIM He JIECSTKH, HO COTHU JieT. Ml BMecTo TOro uToObl BO3POAMTHCS CIIOCOOHBIMHU K
TIOJIETY, OHM BBIIILTA M3 KOKOHOB CKBEPHBIMU HACMEIIIKaMH HaJ COOCTBEHHOW MPHUPOION U TYT Ke
YBSI3JIU B TOTIKOM PEYHOM Oepery Ha Kpaio HePOXOAUMBIX, 3a00I0UeHHBIX JiecoB. JIiou ¢ HEOXOTOM
MOMOTQJIA UM — MPUHOCKJIM MSICO M TEpIIeIM MPUCYTCTBHUE APAKOHOB, T0KUAASCH, TTOKA TE BHIMPYT
WM ke HaOepyTcst cuil, YToOBl yUTH. W IpakoHBI CTpajai U ToJ0Jay MHOTHE Tofb! (UMY eBa
XBaTaJIo0, YTOOBI HE MPOTSIHYTh HOT'H), 3aTOYEHHBIE MEX/y JIECOM U PEKOI.

A morom Mepkop Haiena BHIXOA. 30JIOTHCTHIA JPAKOH COYMHIII JIETEHAY O TOMy3a0BITOM
ropojie IpeBHEro Hapoa, O HECMETHBIX COKPOBHIIAX, KOTOPbIE HABEPHSIKA TasATCS TaM JI0 CUX TIOp U
TOJIBKO U JK/AYT, YTOOBI UX OThICKTU. 1 JpakOHOB HUYYTh HE CMYILAJIO, YTO MPABAUBBIM ObLIO JIUIIH
BocriomuHaHue o Kenbcunrpe, ropozge Crapiimx, JOCTATOYHO TPOCTOPHOM, YTOOBI M APAKOHBI B HEM
YyBCTBOBAJIM cebs Kak joMa. Eciu naxke Bce cBepkatoiye 6oraTcTBa — JIMIIb BBIAYMKa, TPUMaHKa
IUIA JIIOOEU, TO U JIAIHO.

W BoT n0oBy1IKa ObLTA IOCTABJIEHA, CITYXU Pa30ILIHCh, 1 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs CITyCTsI JIIOH TIpel-
JIOKWJTH IPAKOHAM TIOMOIIIb, €CJIM T€ OTIIPABATCS Ha TIOMCKU gpeBHero ropona KembcuHrpsl. Boina
OpraHU30BaHa KCIEAUIHS, C OAPKACOM U JIONKAMH, OXOTHUKAMH, YTOOB! JOOBIBATH AJIsI JPAKOHOB
MUY, ¥ XPAHUTESIMHU, YTOOBI 3a00TUTHCS O HUX BCIO IOPOTY BBEPX MO peKe, A0 Topoa, KOTOPHIi
OHM OTYETJIMBO BCIIOMMHAJIM TOJIBKO BO CHe. HeuncThie Ha pyKy KymuuIIKH, npassinue B Tpexore,
KOHEYHO JKe, JaJI UM He JIyUIINX MPOBOKaThIX. YT0OBI 0OecneunBaTh MsCOM MOJITOpa AeCcsATKA Apa-
KOHOB, OHU HAHSUIM BCEr0 JBOMX HACTOSIIIMX OXOTHUKOB. A «XpaHUTENIN», 0ToOpaHHbie CoBETOM
TOPIOBLIEB, OKA3aJIMCh 10 OOJIBIIIEN YaCTH BHIOPAKOBAHHBIMU MOJPOCTKAMU, KOTOPBIM HE MOJIArajioch
BBUKMBATh M PA3MHOXAThCs. Bce OHM MIErossiii yelyeil ¥ HapoCTaMu — OTMETHHAMM, OCKOPOJISTIO-
MU B3JIs/1b1 skuTeniert ok aeBbix yammo0. Jlydiee, 9To MOKHO CKa3aTh O XpaHUTENSIX, — B OCHOB-
HOM OHU OBbUIY MOCITYIIIHBI ¥ IPHJIEKHBI B 3200Te 0 ApakoHax. OJHAKO OHU COBEPIIIEHHO HE TOMHILIH
CBOMX MpapoAuTeseldl 1 MYIUCh IO KU3HU, 00agas b TeMH CKYAHBIMH MO3HAHUSIMU O MHpE,
KaKue yCIIeJT HAaKOITUTh 33 CBOE KpaTKoe cyiecTBoBanue. OOmarhcsi ¢ HAMU ObUIO 3aTPYAHUTENBHO,
xoTh CHHTapa 1 He MbITa/IaCh BECTU BHICOKOYMHBIE Oecebl. [laxe Takoi MPOCTO MPHKa3, KaK «IpH-
HECH MHE MsIca», OOBIYHO BBI3BIBAJI B OTBET HBIThE O TOM, KaK TPYAHO HAMTH INYb, ¥ TITYTIbIE BOIIPOCHI
Bporie: «Pa3Be Thl HE e1a BCero mapy 4acoB Hazaj?», OyATO 3TH CJIOBA MOIJIM 3aCTaBUTh €€ YMEPUTh
armeTUTHL.

CuHTapa eqUHCTBEHHasI U3 BCEX IPAKOHOB MPEyCMOTPUTEIBLHO BHITpeOoBaa cede cpa3y AByX
npuciyxHull. Ta, uto nmocrapiie, muc, Oblia CKBEpPHOM OXOTHHILIEH, HO 3aTO C PBEHUEM, ITyCTh 1 He
CO 3HaHWEM [IeJia, YHCTUJIA ee U JIepKaiach ¢ ofo0aroiielt noututeabHocTbio. Miammas, Tumapa,
ObLy1a JIy4IIIel OXOTHUIIEH Cpey XpaHUTeIeH, OHAKO ee MOPTUIIM HECAeP:KaHHOCTh U Aep30CThb. Tem
HE MeHee, pa3 YK XpaHUTEJbHUII JBOe, KTO-HUOYIb U3 HUX Bcerjaa OylIeT Ha MOAXBare, Mo KpaiHei
Mepe HACKOJIBKO XBAaTUT UX OBICTPOTEUHBIX XKU3HEH. [[pakoHuIia Hajesiack, 4yTo ee JIIOAU IPOTSHYT
TMOZI0JIBLIE.
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[Toutn nenbIil MecsA OHM TALMJIMCh BBEPX IO PeKe, AepKach MEIKOBOIbSI BJOJb 3aPOCIINX
6eperos. IlyTb 1o cyIe mperpaxiany HerpoJiasHble 1eOpy, 3aruieTeHHbIe JIMAHAMU U TIOJI3yYMMU
pacTeHHsIMHM, TOYBA TOMOPIIMIACH KOPHSMU, U JIPAKOHY Herje ObUIo MpoiTH. OXOTHUKM PBICKAJIH
BIIEPE/IN, XPAHUTENIN ABUTAIUCH CIIEI0M Ha MAJIEHbKHUX JIOAKAX, a nociaeAHuM e CMOoJsHOM, AJIMH-
HBI, HU3KUI peyHOi OapKac, OT KOTOPOro CHJIBHO MaxJIO ApakoHaMH U marueil. Mepkopa o4eHb
3aMHTEPECOBAJT STOT TaK Ha3bIBAEMBIH )KUBOM KOpaliib. MHOrUe ApakoHbl, BKioyass CHHTapy, COWIH
MPUCYTCTBUE OapKaca HEYMECTHBIM U efIBa JIM He OCKOpOUTENIbHBIM. Kopityc Kopadiist ObLT OCTPOEH
U3 IMBOJPEBA — HA CAMOM JIeJie BOBCE HE JIEpeBa, a KOKOHA yMepLIe MOPCKOW 3MeU. JTa «JpeBe-
CHHa» KpaliHe IpOoYHa U He MpomyckaeT Biary. Jlioau Beicoko ee 1ieHaT. Ho 1uis 1pakoHOB OHa Tak
Y Pa3uT IpaKOHbEW TUIOTHIO U MaMsAThI0. Korma Mopckoi 3Mei CTpOUT KOKOH, YTOOBI TPEBPATUTHCS
B JIPAKOHA, OH MEpPEeKEeBbIBAET 0COOYIO ITIMHY U MECOK, CAA0pHBasi X CBOEH CIIIOHOW M BOCIIOMMHA-
HUSIMH, a 3aTeM OTphIruBaeT. M sta «apeBecuHa» 00IafaeT cBoero poaa pasymom. HapucoBanHbie
r1asa Oapkaca, Ha B3l CUHTaphl, ObLIM Yepecdyp OCMBICICHHBIMU, 1 CMOJISTHOM CITUIIIKOM JIETKO
IJ1s1 OOBIYHOTO KOpalJisl 11esl BBEPX MO peKe, MPOTUB TeueHus. [IpakoHuIia aqepkanach Moaajblie OT
Oapkaca M TIOUTH HE pa3roBapyBalia ¢ ero KamuTtaHoM. Jla TOT ¥ caM He BBIKa3bIBaJl 0COOO0T0 KeJaHusI
obmarbes ¢ qpakoHaMu. Ha mur sta mbicib 3agepxkainach B ronoBe Cuntapsl. C yero Obl KanuTaHy
UX CTOPOHUTHCA? B OoTiM4me OT MHOTUX, OH, TIOXOXe, HUUYTh He OOSIICS IPAKOHOB.

W ne nuran k HuM orBpanienus. Cunrapa BcrioMHusIa o Ceipuke M Mpe3pUTesIbHO (PbIPKHYIIA.
CyeTnuBbIi TUITYMK U3 YIaUHOTO TIOBCIOAY TACKAJICs 3a DJIHMC, HOCHII ee Oymary u nepbsi, 3apUcOBbI-
BaJI JPAKOHOB U 3aIUChIBal OOPBIBKY CBEJICHUH, KOTOpBIe coolImana eMy XxpaHutenapHuna. OH oka-
3aJICsl HACTOJILKO TYINOYMHBIM, YTO HE NIOHMMAJl HU CJIOBA, KOIJa JPAaKOHbl C HUM Pa3rOBapuBaJIU.
Peus CuHTaphl OH BOCIIPUHUMAJT KaK «XKHWBOTHbIE 3BYKH» U UMEJT HAIJIOCTh CPABHUBATh C MBIYaHbEM
kopossl! Her, y kanutana Jledgrpuna Het Hudero odimero ¢ Cenpukom. OH He IJTyX K CJIOBaM JApa-
KOHOB U SIBHO HE CUMTAET, OyATO OHU HE 3aCITyKMBAIOT BHUMaHUs1. Tak mouemy ke oH u3beraet ux?
MozxeT, OH YTO-TO CKpbIBaeT?

Uro 3k, OH IJIyII, €CJIM HAJEETCs YTO-TO CKPHITh OT ApakoHa. CHHTapa OTMaxHyJIacb OT MUMO-
JIETHOW TPEeBOTH. [[pakoHBI CMIOCOOHBI PacKoMaTh YeJOBEUECKUE MBICIH TaK ke JIETKO, KaK BOPOHA
— Kyuy HaBo3a. Ecnu y JledTprHa wim KOro-To eiie 13 Joel UMEIOTCs TaliHbl, IyCTh JepKarcs 3a
HUX. JlIoAM KMBYT Tak HEAOJrO, YTO OJIM3KOE 3HAKOMCTBO C HUMH He CTOMT TpaThl cuil. Bot Crap-
11Me, Te B APEeBHUE BpeMeHa ObUTM JOCTOMHBIMU TOBAPUIIIaMU ipakoHaM. OHU KUY TOPa3/Io JOJbIIe
monei M ObUTM JIOCTAaTOYHO YMHBI, YTOOBI ClaraTth CTHXHM U TIECHH, NPOCIABISIONINE APaKoHOB. B
MYIPOCTH CBOEH OHU CTPOWJIM OOIIIECTBEHHBIE 3/IaHUS U Jjake HEKOTOpPbIE, CaMble POCKOIIHbIE, U3
JBOPIIOB TaK, YTOOBI TaM OBLJIO YIOTHO TOCTIO-ApakoHy. [lamaATh mpeakoB pacckasbiBasia CuUHTape
O TYYHOH CKOTHHE, O TeIUIbIX YOEKHINAX, MPUBEYABIINX JPAKOHOB B 3MMHIOI TIOpPY, O KyNaJIbHIX
C IyHUIMCTBIMM MacllaMM, KOTOpBIE YCIIOKAWBaJIM 3y[ MOJ YEllyed, U MPOUYMX MpeaylpeIuTeIbHbIX
MoOE3HOCTIX, MpuAyMaHHbIX CTapmmmu 1yist 1pakoHoB. Kak skaiib, 4To UX OOJIbIEe HE OCTAIOCh B
3TOM Mupe. OueHb Kajb.

JpakoHuiia nonsitanachk npeactaButh Tumapy Crapiueii, Ho HU4Yero He Bbiwio. KOHOI xpaHu-
TEJIbHUILIE HEIOCTAET MOJ00AI0IIEro OTHOLIEHHS K JpakoHaM. OHa HEMOUTHUTENbHA, YTPIOMa M CJIHII-
KOM YyBJIeUeHa COOCTBEHHBIM MUMOJIETHBIM CYILIECTBOBaHMEM. THMapa CHJIbHA JIyXOM, HO HE yMmeeT
WCMOJIb30BaTh 3Ty cuily. Bropas xpanutenbHula, uc, MOAXOAUT elie MeHsblie. [axe ceituac Cun-
Tapa Olyliaja ee 3aTaeHHble COMHeHMs U crpafganus. Kenmmapl Ctapmmx XoTsi Obl OTYACTU pa3-
JEJISIM PeLIUTENbHOCTb U CTPACTHOCTD JIPAaKOHBUX KOposieB. VIHTepecHO, BHIMAET JIM UTO U3 €€ Xpa-
HUTENBHUI? — 3axyMasiack CuHTapa. YTo Hy)KHO, YTOOBI UX MOJCTETHYTh, UCTIBITaTh UX HpaB? CTout
JIA TPATUTb CUJIbI, YTOOBI BBISICHUTD, U3 KAKOTO TECTa CIIETUICHBI 3TH KEHIIIHBI ?

UYro-To kombHYM0 CuHTapy B 60K. OHa HEXOTsl OTKpbUIA IV1a3a U MOJHsLIA rojoBy. [lepekaru-
JIach Ha J1ambl, BCTPSIXHYJIACh M CHOBa Jieria. Korna npakoHuiia yxe oryckania rojoBy, € BHUMaHNe
MIPUBJIEKJIO IBMKEHUE B BHICOKOM Kampiie. [duub? OHa npucmorpenack. Her — Bcero nuib gBoe
XpaHuTenen, mpodupaiomuxcs ¢ Oepera B gec. CunTtapa ux y3nana. [eByimka, [Ixepa, yXaKuBaeT
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3a Bepac. IIpuciyxHuiia 3eJ€HON JOBOJILHO pociiasi AJis YeJIOBEUECKOW CaMKHU, C KOPOTKOM IETH-
HOH cBeTIbIX Bosioc. Tumapa ee HegomoOmmBaer. CuHTapa 3Hajia 00 TOM, HO HE 3ayMbIBAJIACH O
npuunHax. C veit 6601 'pedt. [pakoHuIia THXOHBKO (DBIPKHYIA. DTOrO YelI0BeKa OHa ejBa Tepriesa.
MokeT, OH U XOPOIIIO YXaKMBAET 32 YUePHO-CUHUM JPAKOHOM, ¥ HAUMIIIAET ero YelIylo 10 O1ecka, HO
naxe caM Kaso He oBepsieT cBoemMy xpaHUTeN0. Bee 1pakoHbl OTHOCATCSI K HEMY HaCTOPOXKEHHO. A
BOoT Tumapa pa3speIBaeTcsi MeX/ly UHTEPECOM M CTpaxoM. [IeByllIKy BiedeT K HeMy — U pa3jipaxaer
3TO BJIEUYEHUE.

CuHTapa nmpuHIOXajJach K BETPY, YJIOBWIIA 3alaxy yJAISIOUIMXCS XPaHUTENEH U MPUKpbUIA
r1a3a. OHa MOHsIA, YTO OHU 331yMaJIH.

Ei1 B ronoBy npuiuia 3aHsiTHast MbIcib. OHa BHE3AIHO HAIILIA CIIOCOO MCTIBITATh CBOIO XPaHU-
TEJIbHUILY, TOJILKO BOT CTOUT JIM PAaCTpaynMBaTh CHJIbI? MoOXeT ObITh... A MOXET, U HeT. [IpakoHuria
CHOBA PAaCTSIHYJIaCh HAa YyTh TEIUIBIX KAMHSX, COKPYIIAsICh, YTO 3TO HE COIPETHIM COIHLEM Iecok. U
MPUHAJIACH KIATh.

ITamuuii Oenv mecsiya Moauma, wecmoli 200 BoavHozo coro3a mopeosues

Om 3Opeka, cmompumens eonyosimuu 6 Yoaunom, — [lemosu,
cmompumenvHuue 2onyosmuu 8 Tpexoze

ITocnanue Toprosua Ilonona Menbaapa Ceapuxky Menbaapy, B KOTOpOM
CIpAIMBAETCs, BCE JIM Y TOrO OIArornoayvyHo U KOrJa OKUAATh €r0 BO3BPAILECHHUS.

Jlemo3u, noxodice, Koe-kK020 becnokoum cyobba HeKux dcumeneii Yoaurozo,
Hanpaeasieuwuxcsi 6 Kaccapuk, Ho, no-euoumomy, yexasuux xyoa-mo odanvlde.
Jleoe ecmpegodiceHHbIX pooumeneli ce200Hs 3aX00UNU KO MHe NOPO3Hb, 00euast
Hazpady 3a cKkopvle eecmu. f nomwuio, umo mvl He 6 AYUUUX OMHOULEHUSIX CO
cmompumenem eonyosimuu 6 Kaccapuke, Ho, Modicem, éce-maku 8bISICHUUUb Y Hez20,
umo cavino o Ceopuke Menvoape uau Sauc Kunxappon-@Punoox. Myoswc smoii
Qunbok npoucxooum U3z COCMOSIMENbHOU cembl, U 000pble 8eCMU, BO3MONCHO,
OYOym ueopo 803HAZPANCOEHDL.
Ipex
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I'nasa 1
Ilono3penust

Uagkaroias cepasi rpsi3b JIMILUIA K ee canoram, Merast uaty. JleTpus Briepeau marai K crpy-
JVBIIUMCS TPAKOHBUM XPAHUTENISIM U BCE CUJIbHEE OTIAIISIICS OT DIUC, YBS3IIEH B TOMKOM MOYBE.

— Meracopa Bceit Moel JKU3HU, — CEPAUTO MPOOOPMOTAJIA TA U PEITUTEILHO YCKOPWIIA IIIar.

Mwurom 1o3ke el MOoIyMaJloch, UTO eIl HECKOJIBKO Hellesb Ha3al OHa couia Obl TIONOOHYIO
MIPOTYJIKY 1O Oepery He TOJBKO MaJIoCTh aBAHTIOPHOM, HO M UPE3BBIYAIHO TPYIHOM 3a1avei. Terneph
’Ke OHa BUJeNa nepes coO0oM BCEro-HaBCero Jy:Ky BSI3KOM I'psi3u, BIIOJIHE MTPEOJOIUMYIO.

— 41 meHstioch, — cKazasna cebe Duc U B3IPOTHYIa, OIIyTUB cornacke HeGo3eBHUIIBL.

Tot caywaews 6ce mou mvicau? — CIPOCUIIA OHA APAKOHUITY, HO OTBETa He MOITyYuIa.

WHTepecHo, 3HaeT Jin IpakoHUIIA O ee cuMmaTuu K JleTprHy U MoipOOHOCTSX ee HeCYaCTIu-
Boro Opaka? Jlydiie He jgymMaTh Ha 3TH TeMbl, YTOOBI He MycKaTh He0O3eBHMIy B JINUHYIO KU3Hb.
XOTs BCe paBHO Bellb HUUETO He MOMY4YHTCs. .. HeyquBUTENbHO, YTO APAKOHBI TAKOTO HU3KOTO MHE-
HUS O HAC, €CJTU UM JOCTYIIHBI BCE HAIIM MBICIIH.

Veepsito mebs, no 6onvueri uacmu 8auit MbICAU KANCYMCS HAM HACHONbKO CKYUHbIMU, UMO
Mbl He mpyoumcst 0a6amsv UM OUeHKy, — pasfiajics MnpsMo B Mo3ry orBeT HeOo3eBHuIlbl, a 3aTeM
JApaKkoHMLIA ¢ Topeublo npudaBuia: — Moe ucmunnoe ums — Cunmapa. Ilouemy 0vl u mebe e20 He
y3Hamo, pas yoic Mepkop pazboaman e2o 6cem 0CHANbHBIM.

Kak sxe 310 ObUI0 BOCXUTHTENIBHO — OOIIAThCS HANIPSMYIO, Pa3yM C pa3yMOM, C TAKUM TOpa3u-
TEeJIbHBIM CYIIIECTBOM !

A mak cuacmauea y3Hamo meoe UCMUHHOE UMSsl, — OTBAKWIACH TTOAOIbCTUTBCA Duc. — Cun-
mapa... Ez0 éeauronenue oucmuny coomeenmcmasyem meoeli kpacome.

OtBeToM eii ObLI0 TPOOOBOE MOTYaHue. CHHTapa He MPOITYCTUIIA €€ CJIOBa MUMO YIIeH, IIPOCTO
HE cOousIa HY)KHBIM OTBETUTb.

Ymo cayuunocy ¢ KOpuuHegbiM OpaKkoHOM? — TIONBITANACh CIJIAJAUTh HEJIOBKOCTh BOIIPOCOM
Anuc. — OH 60nen?

Meonas evluina maxoii u3z KOKOHA. YOUSUMENbHO, YUMo OHA 8000Ue 00HCUNA OO FMO20 OHS, —
paBHOAYIIHO OTO3BaNtach CuHTapa.

Ona?

Ilepecmanv MHe max 2pomko oymama!

Dnuc eBa yaepKanach OT TOro, YTOObl MBICJIEHHO U3BUHUTHCS. CKOpee BCero, To JIUIIb ellle
CUJIbHEE JIOCAJIUT JIpaKOHUIle. A OHa yxe routu HarHajia Jleprpuna. Tonma xpaHutenei, coopas-
IIMXCs BOKPYT KOPUYHEBOTO JIPAKOHA, Ternephb pacxoauiack. Koraa Diuc nopaBHsIach ¢ KaluTaHOM,
Ha CTpae OCTAIMCh TOJIBKO OOJIBITION 30JI0TUCTBIN JPAKOH U €T0 XPAHUTENILHUIIA, IEBOUKA C PO30OBOM
yemyeit. Korna Dmuic nofona, [pakoH MOTHSI TOJIOBY U BO33pUJICS HA Hee CUSIOIUMU YePHbIMU
r1a3zamu. OHa MouTH (pU3NYECKHU OIIYTUJIA TOTYOK ero B3rsaaa. JlepTpun pesko odepHyIcs K Diuc.

— Mepxkop xoueT, 4TOObI Mbl OCTABUJIA KOPUYHEBOTO B MOKOE, — COOOIIIT KaluTaH.

— Ho... HO Bapyr OGenqHskKe MOHANOOUTCs Hata nomorib? KTo-Hubynb yxke BBISICHU, UTO C
HUM Takoe? Mmm, Moxert, ¢ Hen?

UYro, ecyiu CuHTapa ommoack Wik IpocTo MOAITYTHIa Ha Dimc?

30JI0OTUCTBIN JPAaKOH BIepBble 00paTWiIcs K Hel HanpsMmyo. Ero 3By4HbIi, CJIOBHO KOJIOKOIL,
rOJIOC OTO3BAJICSI 9XOM Y Hee B IPYy/H, a pa3yM 3alOJIHUINA MBICTH JPaKOHA:

— Pennuy noxkupaior U3HyTpH Mapa3uThl, a ellle Ha Hee Harajl XUIHUK. S cTOpoKy ee, 4TOObI
HUKTO He 3a0bIBaJI: IPAKOHBI — APAKOHbs 3a00Ta!

— XMIHUK? — yKacHyJ1ach INC.

— Vxonu! — pe3ko 6pocui et Mepkop. — 1o Teds1 He KacaeTcs.
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— JlaBaii mporyssiemcsi, — peluTesibHO cKaszai JledTpuH.

Kanuran xoten npenyioxuts Duc pyky, Ho BApYr oTcTpanuics. Ee cepatie cxanocs. Cenpuk
nocrapajicsi. HecoMHeHHO, TOT cuesl CBOMM JOJITOM HallOMHUTh KanuTany Jledptpuny, uro dmmc —
3aMy:KHsIs keHIMHa. U ero ynpek goctur nenu. Hukorma 6osibiiie OHYM C KalMTaHOM He CMOTYT Jep-
JKaTbCsl HEMpHUHYKAeHHO. Tenepb 06a OyayT MOCTOSHHO OMHUTH O Mpuinuusx. [laxe eciau Obl ee
MyX, ['ect, BApyr 0OBsSBIICS 3/1eCh BO TUIOTH M BCTAJI MKy HUMH, DJIUC HE OIIyTHIa Obl ero npu-
CyTCTBUE OOJiee SIBCTBEHHO.

W nHe cMora 661 BO3HEHABUJIETh €T0O CHIIbHEE.

[Mocnenuss Mbicb NoTpsicia dmuc. Pa3Be oHa HEHABUAUT MyXka?

Ona npu3HaBaJia, YTO OH PaHWII ee YyBCTBA, MpeHeOperas e, YHIKal 1 el COBEpIIEHHO He
HPaBWJIOCH MOJ0OHOE oTHOIIeHre. Ho HeHaBuieTs? e oco3HasIa, 4TO HUKOI/IA He TI03BoJIsiia cede
TaK JyMaTh O MyXke.

I'ect 6bL1 XOpoOI OO0, 00pa3oBaH, oOasiTeNieH U npekpacHo BocriuTaH. s apyrux. Eil ke
JO3BOJISLIOCH TPATUTh €ro AEHBI'M Kak 3a0J1aropaccyiuTcs, pU YCIOBUM, YTO OHA HE CTAHET eMy
aocaxaarh. PopuTenu cunrtany Opak 1o4epy yIauHbiM, a OOJIBIIMHCTBO KEHIIMH 3aBUA0BAIN DIHC.

A OHa HEHaBUJIUT MyXka. BOT Tak BOT. Diuc HEKOTOpOEe BpeMsl MojIua 1araia psjaoMm ¢ Jled-
TPUHOM, TIOKa TOT HE MPOKAILISIICS, HApyIlast X0/ €€ MBICIIEH.

— IIpomury npoineHusi, — MalMHAIBHO U3BUHUJIACH OHA. — §1 3aaymarach.

— Ilymato, OT Hac MaJjo YTO 3aBUCHUT, — IEYaJIbHO TIPOU3HEC KaUTaH, U DITUC KUBHYJIA, OTHECS
€ero CJI0Ba K CyMsITHIIE B COOCTBEHHOM IyIlle, OJHAKO OH MPOAOKUI: — [To-MoeMy, HUKTO He MOXeT
MOMOYb KOpu4uHeBOi. OHa JIMOO BBIKHMBET, TUOO YMpET. A MbI 3aCTPSIHEM 3JIeCh JIO TeX Top, ToKa
BCE HE PeruTCsl.

— Tak HenmpHMBBIYHO AymMaTh O HEW B ’KEHCKOM poje. Y BIBOWHE MevyaabHO, YTO OHA OOJbHA.
CaMOK JIpakOHOB OCTAJIOCh CJIMIIKOM MaJjio. Tak 4To s HUCKOJIBKO He BO3paxkaio. B ToM cMebiciie, uto
s He TIPOTUB 33/1€PXKAThCS 31ECh.

DnuUC XOTeN0Ch, YTOOBI KaMTaH 1moAaj ei pyKy. OHa permia, 4To He CTaHeT OTKa3bIBaThCsl.

Mex 1y 6eperom u pekoii He ObUTO YeTKOM I'paHUIIbL. [ psi3b MOCTENEHHO CTAHOBMIIACh BCe Ooliee
TOMNKOH ¥ BJIQJKHOM, a TOTOM MpeBpaliaiach B BOLY. DITUC ¢ KAMUTAHOM OCTAHOBUJIUCH Y CAMOT0 Kpast
noToka. ['psi3p Hauasa 3acaceiBaTh €e 0OYBb.

— Hawm, crasio ObITh, IeBaThCsl HeKyaa? — mporoBopu JlepTpuH.

Anuc orsenack. 3a CMHON OCTaJICS HU3KUI peyHOi Oeper ¢ BHITONTAHHOW TPABOM, JTaJIbIle
— OIylIKa Jieca, 3arpOMOK/IeHHAs TIABHUKOM U 3apociiiasi KyCTaMH, M03ai KOTOPOH HaunHAJIACh
yxke Hactosiias yama. C Toro Mecra, rie OHU CTOSUIM, OHA Ka3aJlaCh HETTPUCTYITHOM U 3JI0BEILEH.

— MoxHO TonpoOoBaTh YIIIyOUTHCS B JIeC. .. — HaYasIa DIuc.

JlepTpuH HErpoMKO 3acMesiicsl, HO 0COOOTO BECEIbsl B €70 CMeXe He CIIBIIIAIOCh.

— 51 He To MMen B BUy. S roBOpMII O HAC C TOOOH.

Dnuc 3amisHy/la Kanutany B ra3a. OHa nopasuiack OTKpoBeHHOCTU JledpTpuHa, HO 3aTeM
pelmia, YTo UCKPEHHOCTh — eIMHCTBEHHAsI 10J1b3a OT BMematesbeTBa Cenprika. Tereps MM Hezauem
OTpUIIaTh, KAK CHJIBHO MX BJICYET JAPYT K APYry. DJIUC Kajena, 9To el He XBaTaeT CMEJIOCTH B3SThb
KamuTaHa 3a pyKy. BMecTo 3Toro oHa mpocTo cMOTpesia Ha Hero, HaJiesich, YTO OH CyMeeT yrajarh
ee MBICJIH CaM.

OH cy™men — ¥ TSKeJIO B3/I0XHYIL:

— Yto xe HaM [e1aTh, Jnuc?

Borpoc OblT pUTOpUYECKHM, HO OHA BCE K€ PEIINIa OTBETHUTh.

OnHu npo1uIH erie napy JecsATKOB IIAroB, Mpesk/e YeM DIrc nogodpaa clioBa, KOTopble Aei-
CTBUTEJILHO BHIpaKajM ee 4yBCTBa. KamuTaH Imaran, yctaBUBIIMCH Tof HOTH. W oHa mpowsHecna,
[JIs1/1s1 Ha ero mpoguIib, OKOHYATEIBHO OT/ABIIUCH HA BOJIO CYIbObIL:

— Jenaii yto xouenib. Yero Tbl Xouelllb, TOTO U 5 XOUy.
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He cpasy no Hero poriesn cmbici ee coB. Eif ka3anock, OHU CTaHyT [J1s1 HETO OJ1aroc/IOBEHUEM,
Ho JledpTpuH BociprHsiI ux Kak Opems. JIumo ero okameneno. OH noaHsii B3rsA. Ha 6epery, vero-
JajieKy OT HUX, CTOsUT OapKac M Kak Oy/ITo IJIsi/ielT Ha KaluTaHa ¢ couyBCTBUeM. JlepTprH 3aroBopu,
oOparasich K Hemy, MoXoe, B He MeHbIIIel CTereH !, YeM K caMoi DJTuC.

— 41 00s13aH MOCTYNUTh MPABUJIIBHO, — C COXAJIEHUEM 3aKIIOUM OH. — [IpaBuiIbHO [U1s1 HAC
000MX, — MPUOABUII OH CO BCEH OKOHYATEILHOCTHIO TPUHSATOTO PEIICHHUS.

— 51 He Mo3BOMIO, YTOOBI MEHSI BBITPOBOIMIIN OOPATHO B YIa4HBIH!

Kanuran KpuBOBaTo yabIOHYJICS:

— O, HUYYTh HE COMHEBAIOCh, rocroxa. HUKTo He cobupaercsi Te0s1 HUKyAa BBITPOBAXKUBATb.
Kyna ObI TH HU HampaBUJIaCh, Thl IOMEIIH IO CBOEW BOJIE WJIM HE MOM/IEITh BOBCE.

— IIpocTo xoTena yoeauThes, YTo Thl ITO MIOHUMAEIIIb, — OTKJIMKHYJIACh DITUC, TOCTAPABIIUCH
MIPUHATH YBEPEHHBII U HE3aBUCUMBII BU/L.

Oma noTsiHy1ach, 00EMMHU PyKaMH B3$11aCh 32 MO3OJIHCTYIO Jtanuity JlepTpruHa 1 Kpemnko CTHc-
HYJIa, TIPUCITYIIMBAsICh K OIIYIIEHUIO €ro TpyooBaToii cuiibl. KarnuTan B 0TBeT OepexHO CKall JIaIOHb
Anuc. A 3aTeM OTITyCTHUIIL.

JlHeBHO cBeT Kazajcsl TycKJbIM. CepuK KperKo 3aKMYpPUJICS U CHOBa OTKpbUI IMa3a. He
nomMorio. ['00BOKpykeHHe YCUITUIIOCh, M OH HEBOJIBHO HAILIAPHJI CTEHKY KaloThl. bapkac kak Oyaro
XOZIMJT XOLyHOM TO/1 HOTaMH, XOTSI OH TOYHO 3HaJI, YTO CYJHO CTOUT y Oepera. ['1e e y 3Toi mpoKisi-
TOM aBepu pyuka? OH HUKaK He Mor ee pa3risaeTb. Cepuk MpUBAIWICSH K CTEHE U 4acTO 3a/blIlall,
CHUJISICh TIOOOPOTH TIPUCTYI TOIIHOTHI.

— Kak 1o TamM? — loHECCs OTKya-TO COOKY HU3KHUI Tojioc, Bpojie Obl 3HAKOMBIH.

Cenpuk rocrapaiicsi coopatbest ¢ MbIcIsAMEU. KapcoH, oxoTHUK. ToT, 4To ¢ rycToi peikeit 60po-
J0i. BOT KTO ¢ HUM 3aroBOpHII.

Cenpuk OCTOPOKHO BIOXHYI:

— Cam He 3Ha10. 31ech BooOIIe cBeTI0? Bee KakeTest TAKUM TYCKJIBIM.

- CCFOILHH SCHO, IPpUATECJIb. COJIHHC [IMapyT TakK, YTO HAa BOAY HE BI3IVIAHYTb.

B ronoce oxotHuka yragsiBanachk Tpeora. C dero 6b1? OHU BeJlb €1Ba 3HAKOMBI.

— A MHe MepemuTcs, 9To cympauHo. — CepuK MbITAJICs TOBOPUTH OOBIYHBIM TOHOM, HO COO-
CTBEHHBIH TOJIOC Ka3aJICsl eMY JAJIEKUM M CIIa0bIM.

— ¥V Te0s1 3pauku Kak OyJaBOuYHbIE TOJIOBKH. [laBaii-ka oOomnpuch Ha MeHs. YCTpouM Tedst Ha
nayoe.

— He xouy s cunets Ha mamy6e, — 9y Th CIIBIITHO Bo3paswil Ceapuk, Ho eciu KapcoH u pazodpait
€ro CJjoBa, TO HE 06paTI/I.H Ha HUX HUKAKOI'O BHUMAaHUA.

310pOBSAK-OXOTHUK MPHOOHsLT CeiprKa 3a Ieur U MSITKO, HO PELIMTEIbHO YCAAWI IPSMO Ha
rpsasHyio naiayOy. CepuKy He XOTeJIOCh lyMaTh, BO YTO MPEBPATSTCS Ha rPYOBIX JOCKAX ero OpIOKH.
OpnHako MUp Kak OyATo Obl CTaJl pacKauMBaThCsl UyTh MeHbIle. CelpuK TMPUCTOHMIICS 3aThUIKOM K
CTEHKE KalOThl ¥ 3aKPbUI I71a3a.

— Beimsaguis Tak, 6ynTo 4eM-To oTpaBwics. Vn Harmotaics Kakou-To ApsSHU. Thl Oeblid,
Kak Bojia B peke. { ceiiuac BepHych. [IpuHecy TeGe momnurh.

— OtmuHo, — cnabdo nmpodopmotan Ceqpuk.

OXOTHHK Ka3aJics JIUIIb 9yTh OOJIee TEMHOU TeHBIO B TyCKJIOM Mupe. CeIpuK IyBCTBOBAJI, KaK
OTIAIOTCS B aTyOe ero IMary, U Aaxe OT 3TOM cJ1adoH Iposku ero MyTuiio. Ho moTom OXOTHUK yiie, a
Cenpuk omryTi Apyryio 1poxb. Erte ciabee v He Takylo puTMHYHYIO, Kak OT miaroB. Ha camom nene
3TO JIaKe U He IPOXb, perit oH. Ho Bce jke HeuTo — HeuTo AypHOe ¥ IPUTOM HAIlpaBJIEHHOE Ha HETo.
Heuro 3Has0, 4Td OH czienal ¢ KOPUYHEBBIM JIPAKOHOM, M HEHaBUENO ero 3a 310. Heuto apeBHee,
MOT'YIIIECTBEHHOE U TEMHOE OCykAajo ero. Celpuk 3a)KMYypUJICs CUIIbHEE, HO OT TOTO OIIyIICHUE
BPakJIeOHOCTH JIMIIb CIEAIOCh OIMKe.

Bepnynuch miaru, 3a3Byvany rpomye.
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OXOTHHK OITyCTUJICS HA KOPTOUKH PSIIOM C HAM:

— Bort. Boinieit. 910 Te6s1 B300IpUT.

Cenpuk o0erMu pyKamu B3sJT TEIUIYIO KPYXKY, MOUysB 3amax ApsiHHOro kode. Ilognec k
ry6am, oTXJIeOHYJI, ¥ TJIOTKY OOOXKIJIO J0OABIEHHOH B MUTHE IIIEAPON MopIyel Kperkoro poma. Ces-
PUK TIONBITAJICS HE BBIIUTIOHYTH TOMJIO MPSIMO Ha ceOsi, OIaBUJICs, MPOIIOTII U 3aKkanuisiics. OH
CHIUIO 3aJIbIIIAJT X OTKPBLT CIIE3AIIMECS I71a3a.

— Hy kax, nonerye? — cripoCuj1 €ro 3ToT HErOJIsIu.

— INonerye? — rueBHO niepecrpocuit CepuK clierka OKPerimmM roJ0COM.

OH cMOprHy/ HaBepHYBIIMECS Cle3bl U pasrisaen-Taku Kapcona, cunsiero nepen HIM Ha
KOpTOuKax. Peikass Gopona Obuia 3aMETHO CBeTJiee BCKJIOKOYEHHOHM KOIMHBI Bosoc. [71a3a y oxor-
HHUKa OKa3aJIMCh HE KapUMH, a PEKOro 4epHoro 1seta. OH yibpidaics, 4yTh CKJIOHUB TOJOBY HAOOK.
COBHO KOKep-CIaHueb, CO 3710CThio nogymMan Celpuk M 3acKkped caroraMu 1o maixyoe, TIIETHO
MBITAsICh TIOOOPATh HOTH MO/ CeOsT U TIOMHATHCS.

— IIpoBoauth TeOs 10 KamOy3a?

Kapcon 3a6pan y Cegpuka KpyxKy, IOCJI€ Yero ¢ JIETKOCTHIO TMOAXBATHII €T0 TMOJ MBIIIKU U
MOCTaBHJI HA HOTH.

['ooBa 10HOIIM BSIJIO MOTHYJIACh.

— Jla 4TO CO MHO¥ Takoe?

— OTKyna e MHe 3HaTh? — JPYyKeTI0OHO OTKJIMKHYJICS OXOTHUK. — MoXeT, iepedpan Buepa
Beuepom? B Tpexore-To TeOe MOIIM MOACYHYTh KaKylo-HUOYAb ApsHb. A eciu 3atapuBaics B Kac-
capyiKe, TO OTpaBWJICs HaBepHsKa. OHM TaM NIEPEroHSIIOT YTO MOMNANI0: KOPHH, (PPYKTOBBIE OUUCTKH. . .
OO0onpuch Ha MEHSI M He phiNaics. §1 3Ha OIHOTO MapHs, TaK TOT MBITAJICA T'HATh COIUPT U3 PhIObel
KOXH. 3aMeTh, 1a)ke He U3 PbIObI LIETMKOM, a TOJIbKO U3 KOXHU. M He cCOMHeBaJICs, UTO MOMy4UTCS. . .
Bort mbI 1 Ha Mecte. Beperu ronoBy... A Teneppb caauch 3a ctoi1. TeGe Hago XOTh HEMHOTO TIOECTb.
[Muma BouTaer Ty ApsSHb, KOTOPOU Thl HAXJIeOAJICs, ¥ CTAHET TIOTyYIIIe.

Kapcon, nousn sapyr Ceapuk, Ha 1eyio rojioBy Beime ero. M ropasmo cunbhHee. OXOTHUK
MIPOBEJI ero Mo Naryoe, BTaImiI Ha KamOy3 M YCaauJI 3a CTOJ, CJIOBHO MaTh — HETIOCTYIITHOTO peOeHKa.
W ero 3pIYHBIN, HU3KUI TOJIOC 3BYYas IOUTH YCIIOKAUBAIOIIE, €C/IM He TPUHUMATh B pacueT rpyooBa-
Thle croBa. CellpuK yrnepest JJOKTSAMH B JIMIKYIO CTOJICIIHUILY M CIIPSATAIT JIAIO B JagoHsaX. OT BOHU
3aCTapesioro Xupa, AbMa U eIbl eMy CIENAI0Ch elle XyKe.

Kapcon cyermicsi Ha kamOy3e: BBICHINAN YTO-TO B MHUCKY, TUIECHYJI M3 YallHUKA KHUIISTKY.
BpIxIan HEeMHOTO, MTOTBHIKAI JIOKKOM M TIOCTaBUJI yromeHue Ha ctosl. CeiprK MOAHsLII TOJIOBY, B3IJIs-
HYJI HA MECHBO B MHCKE, 1 €ro eJjBa He BBIPBaJIO. BO pTy CHOBa MOSIBUIICS TTPUBKYC OArpsiHOM ApaKo-
HbEN KPOBH, a €€ 3amax 3arnojaHw1 Ho3apu. Cellpuk ejiBa He JIMIIUJICS YyBCTB.

— Bor, ot 3T0rO0 TeOC HaBEpHSKA MojIeryaeTt, — 3asBui1 Kapcon. — JlaBaii chetitb HeMHOTo. YToObI
HYTPO YCTTIOKOHJIOCh.

— Yro 310?

— Cyxapu, pa3MOUYEHHBIE B KUIISTKE. [IeCTBYIOT CIOBHO TyOKa, €CIM HeJIaTHO C OpIOXOM WU
K YTPY HaJ0 ObITh KaK CTEKJIBIIIKO.

— BBIDIAUT OTBpaTUTEITBHO.

— 310 yxk TouHo. Enib naBaii.

Cenpuvk TaBHO He €1, a BO PTY U B HOCY JIO CHX TIOpP CTOSUIO TOCJIEBKYCHE APAKOHbEH KPOBH.
Xyke yxe He OyleT, pelIviI OH, B3sUT OOJBIIYIO JIOKKY U MIOMEIa MEpP3KYI0 KaIlIuILy.

VdeHWK OXOTHUKA, [I9BBHU, 3arIsHY B KamOy3.

— YT0 CcTpsACIOCh? — CIIPOCUIT OH.

B ero ronoce yragpiBasiach TpeBora, 4to HecKoiabko o3agaumio Ceapuka. OH CyHYJ B pOT
JIOKKY pa3MOYEHHBIX cyxapeil. Hukakoro BKyca, TOIBKO TEKCTypa.

— Hudero no tBoeit yactu, [I9BBU, — CTPOro oTBeTUI Maibuuiike KapcoH. — A 'y 1ebst moTHO
paboTHL. 3aliMKCh-Ka MOYMHKON TeX ceTell. briock 00 3akiiaj, Mbl IPOTOPYMM 3€Ch /10 KOHIIA JHS.

13



P. X0060. «JlpakoHbsI raBaHb»

3aKkrHeM pa3-JIpyrou CeTh MO TEYCHUI0 — MOXKET, PhIObI HAJIOBUM. HO TOJNBKO €Cii MOYMHUTH CETh.
Tak 4to0 32 padoTy.

— A on? Yrto ¢ HUM ciryumiock? — B rojioce MajibuMIIKy yraIblBaIUCh €JBa JI He OOBUHSIONINE
HOTKM.

— OH 0OoreH, XOTs1 TeOs TO COBEPIIIEHHO He KacaeTcs. 3aliMUCh JIeIOM W He IyTaics Toj
Horamu y crapmux. Crymnail.

JI5BBH HE TO YTOOBI XJIOMHYJI IBEPBIO, OJJHAKO 3aKPhUT €€ pe3ye, YeM CJIeI0BaJIO Obl.

— Manpuummku! — ¢ HerogoBaHueM BOCKIMKHYJ KapcoH. — BooGpakaior, OyaTo 3HAIOT, 4ero
XOTAT, HO MO3BOJIb A €EMY 9TO — YTO K, OH TOTYAC K€ CMCKHET, UYTO €IIC HE I'OTOB. YBepeH, TBI-TO
IIOHUMaACIIb, O YEM 4.

Cenpuk npornoTui Junkyio maccy. Cyxapu nepeOwiv MpuUBKYyC ApakoHbed KpoBu. OH che
elre JIOKKY M TOJIBKO TyT cooOpasul, uTo KapcoH cMOTPUT Ha Hero, JOXUAasCh OTBETA.

—V mens Her gerteid. 1 He keHaT, — MPOrOBOPUJI OH, 3a4YEPITbIBasI €IlE CyXapew.

OxoTHUK ObLT 1paB. JKeTyIoK yKe YCIIOKauBaJICs, U B TOJIOBE MPOSICHSIIOCh.

— Jla s 1 He coMHeBaJIcs, — YabIOHYJICs KapcoH, kKak OyaTo OIeHWT MIyTKy. — Y MeHsS TOke
HUKOro. [IpocTo MHe MoKa3asock, 4TO Thl MaJIEHBKO pa3yMeelllb B MaJIbuuIIKax Bpoe [I9BBH.

— Her. Huuero nomo6Horo0.

Cenpuk ObUT OaroflapeH OXOTHHMKY 3a €ro MPOCTEIKOe JIEKAPCTBO, OTHAKO IMpearoves Obl,
4yto0bI KapcoH yxke 3aTKHysCS U yien. Y Hero u 6e3 Toro rojosa Iuia Kpyrom ot mbicieil. Cenpuky
TpeOOoBaJIoCh BpeMsi, YTOOBl BO BCEM pa300parhcs, a He 3a0MBaTh MO3TH MycTol OonToBHed. Ero
BCTpeBOXXWIHM cioBa Kapcona 06 orpasnennn. O yem OH BooOIIe aymal, npooOysi JpakOHbIO KPOBb
Ha BKyc? OH He MOMHIJI, 4TO 3aCTaBUJIO €ro 3TO czienaTb. OH HamepeBasIcs JIMIIb B35ITh y 3TOM TBapU
HEMHOTO KpoBHU U yelnyu. [110Th U KpOBb ApaKOHA CTOAT 1IeJI0€ COCTOSIHUE, & UMEHHO COCTOSIHUS
eMy U He xBataeT. [opauThcst HeueM, HO YTO CieslaHo, TO cAenaHo. Bridopa y Hero He Obi10. OHU
c I'ectom cmoryT BMecTe yexarh U3 YAa4HOro, TobKO eciii CepuK HAaKOIHT JOCTATOYHO CPE/CTB.
JIpakoHbs1 KPOBb U Yelllysl KYISIT éMy Ty )HU3Hb, O KOTOPOW OH BCEra MeuTall.

Jleno Ka3aaoch TaKMM MIPOCTBIM, KOTJIa OH YKPAJKOM colles ¢ apkaca, 4ToObl 3a0paTh HE00-
xoauMoe y 0obHOTO ApakoHa. Teapp siBHO ymupaiia. Kakass komy pasznuiia, eciv Cepuk BO3bMET
HECKOJIBKO qemyelc? CrekJIAHHEBIE ITY3bIPbKU CTAJIM TAKMMHU TAKEJIBIMH, KOI'Ia OH HAITIOJIHUJI UX KPO-
Bbl0. OH cobupaics mpoaath ee repuory Kajicuasl kak jekapcTBo ot 6ose3Helt u crapoct. Cam oH
BOBce He coOupajics ee mpodoBaTh. OH HE TOMHIII JJake TOTO, KaK 3aX0TeJI OTIUTh APAaKOHbEN KPOBH,
HE TOBOPsI yKe O TOM, KaK JIeWCTBUTEILHO Ha 3TO PEIIUIICS.

Cuwnraercs, 4TO JPaKOHbs KPOBb 00JaaeT HEBEPOSTHOU IIeJIeOHOM CHJION, HO, BO3MOKHO,
KaK M [poYMe JIKapcTBa, OHa MOXET CTaTh U 0M Toxe. Heyxkenn oH IefCTBUTENbHO OTPaBHIICS ?
[TornpaButcs mm oH? Kanb, COpOCUTh HE Y KOTO... A Beab Diuc MoxeT 3HaTh! OHa CTONBKO BCETO
Mpowia O IPaKOHAX, — HABEPHOE, el U3BECTHO, KaK JICHCTBYET Ha YesloBeKa MX KpoBb. TONBKO Kak
Obl ee paccripocuth? Tak, 4ToOBI He HaBJIeUb HA ceOsl MONO3PEHMIA?

— Hy 4ro0, nosneryano XxoTe HEMHOI'O TBOEMY HYTPY OT 3TOM 3aKyCKHU?

Cenpuk pe3ko BCKMHYJI TOJIOBY M ceifuac e noxasiena o0 3tom. Ha mur ero ozoseno ronoso-
KpY)XeHHe, HO BCKOpEe MPOIILIO.

— la. da, crajo jerude.

Kapcon cunen Haniporus Ceipyka M BHUMATEIbHO pa3IiisiblBajl ero. YepHsle la3a HEOTPHIBHO
CMOTpEJIA €My B JIMIIO, KaK OyATO OXOTHHK IBITAJICS MPOYECTh ero Meicau. Celpuk CHOBA YTKHYJICS
B MHUCKY U 3aCTaBHJI ce0si CheCTb ellle JIOKKY MecrBa. KUBOTY OHO MOMOTasio, HO yIOBOJIbCTBUSI OT
enpl He ObUT0 HUKakoro. OH MOJHSUT TJIa3a W OMSTh BCTPETHJICS B3MIsAAOM ¢ KapcoHOM, KOTOpbIi
BHUMAaTEIbHO HAOMIONAN 32 HHM.

— Cnacu6o0 3a omortipb. 5 661 He XOTeJ OTPBIBATh TeOsI OT JeN1. YBEPEH, Terephb 51 yXkKe CIIPABIIOCh
cam. JIOKHO OBITh, THI TIPaB, S CheJ WIM BBITWI YTO-HUOYAb He TO. Tak 4To He CTOUT 000 MHE
0eCrOKOUTHCS.
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— He GecriokoiicTBO 1 ObLIO.

W oxOoTHHMK CHOBa 3aMOTYajl, Kak OyATO ObI *JaJ OT HEro 4ero-To eiie. HemoHATHO TOMBKO
yero. CeZlprK CHOBA YCTABIJICS Ha CBOIO «E1y».

— Hy, mue yxe nyure. Ciacu6o.

OxoTHUK Bee etne Meutiil, Ho CeipyK peri He OTPbIBaTh B3MUIsAa OT MUCKU. OH el pa3mo-
YeHHBIC CyXapy MOHEMHOTY, Jiesiasi BujI, Oy/ITO 9TO 3aHMMaeT Bce ero BHMMaHue. B3 Kapcona
Oecriokom ero. M Korja OXOTHUK MOAHSIICA U3-3a cTosa, CepuK MojiaBuI B310X ooseryeHus. Oru-
6as cryn Cenpuka, KapcoH mosokui eMy Ha TUIeHO TSOKEYI0 PYKY U HAKJIOHWJICS K CAMOMY YXY.

— Hano Ham ¢ 10o00ii Kak-HUOY/Ib TIoOeceI0BaTh, — MPOU3HeC OH HerpoMko. — [lomo3pesaio,
y Hac ropasao Oosbliie 00IIero, 4eM tede Kaxercs. Bo3aMoXHO, HaM CTOUT OOJIblle JOBEPATh JPYT
JpyTYy.

«OH 3HaeT». [Tpu 310l Mbicin CepyK e/iBa He MOIABUJICS PAa3MOUCHHBIMU CyXapsIMU.

— Bo3MoxkHO, — cymer BbIIaBUTh OH, ¥ XBaTKa Ha Iuiede ociadia.

OXOTHMK, XMBIKHYB, yOpaJl pyKy M Bbiles Ha nainyOy. Korma qBepb 3aXJIoMHy/1ach 3a HUM,
CenpuK OTTOJKHYJI OT ceOsi MUCKY U YPOHHJI TOJIOBY Ha PYKH.

«Yro xe Tereps OyneT? — CIPOCHJI OH Y OKPYKAIoIIeH ero TbMbl. — UTto OyneT?»

KoprnuneBas apakoHmIa Kazauach MepTBOil. Tumape X0Tesioch MOJOUTH MOOIMIKE U YOS TUThCS,
OJIHAKO 30JIOTUCTBIH CTpask Mmyraj ee. MepKop CHIes OUTH HEMOJBHKHO C TeX MOp, KaK OHA B TOCTIe-
HUH pa3 npoxoauiaa MuMo Hux. Ceiuac B3IJISi[ YEPHBIX IJIa3 COCPEOTOUMIICS Ha Hel. [IpakoH He
3aroBapuBa’l, OIHAKO OHA OIIYTHJIA €T0 MBICJICHHOE OTTOPKEHHE.

— ¢l mpocto H6ecnokoiock 0 He, — nmpousHecaa Tumapa BCIyX.

CubBe JpemMasna, IPUTKHYBILIUCH K IIEPEe/IHEl Jlarie CBOEro IpakoHa. Yciblias rojgoc Tumapsl,
OHa OTKpbUIA I71a3a. BuHOBaTO Mokocuiack Ha Mepkopa, a 3aTeM MOoIoNIa K JEBYIIKE.

— OH MOJIOH MOI03PeHUH, — MOsICHUIIA OHA. — CUUTAET, YTO KTO-TO HAPOYHO HABPEAUI KOPHY-
HEBOU ApakoHwuIle. Tak YTo OH CTOMT Ha CTpaske, YTOObI 3AIUTUTD €e.

— 3amuTATh WK TIEPBBIM ChECThb, KorJa oHa ymper? — Tumape yaanoch MpOM3HECTH BOIPOC
TaK, YTOOBI OH HE TIPO3BYYal OOBHHEHUEM.

CuiibBe HUUYTh HE OCKOPOMIIAC:

— 3amuTtuth. OH BUIeNl CMEPTh CTONBKMX JPAKOHOB C TeX MOp, KaK OHU BBIIILIA U3 KOKOHOB.
CaMOK OCTaJIoch Tak Majo, YTO JIaXe Yaxiylo W yIepOHylo pasymoM cienyer Oepeub. — CuibBe
HEJIOBKO (pbIpKHYJa 1 nprdaBuia: — [Ipsamo Kak y Hac.

—Yro?

— Kak y Hac, xpanureneii. Cpeay Hac BCEro 4eThlpe KeHIIUHBI, OCTaJIbHbIE MYKYMHBL. Mepkop
TOBOPUT, KAKUMH Obl yOOTMMH MBI HU OBbUIM, MY KUYHMHBI BCE PAaBHO JIOJKHBI HAC Oepeyb.

Tumapa mummnace 1apa peur. OHa HEBOJIBHO MOJHSUIA PYKY K JIMILY, IOTPOHYJIACh JI0 YelllyeK,
MOKPHIBAIOLIMX HIKHIOK YeTocTh U CKyibl. OOmymana BO3MOXHBIE TMOCHIENCTBUSI, HO BCE-TaKH
penmia ObITh OTKPOBEHHOM.

— CuibBe, Mbl HE BIIpaBe MCKaTh CYIMPYroB WM JTIOOOBHUKOB. MbI Bce 3HAaeM MpaBuiIa, Jaxe
ec Mepkop ux He 3HaeT. Jlok/ieBble JyamoObl OTMETUIIA OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HAC eI1Ie P POXKICHUM,
Y BCE MBI IOMHHM, 4TO 3TO 03HauyaeT. KopoTkyio ku3Hb. Ecii Mbl 3a4HeM, TIOUTH HUKTO U3 AETel He
BbUKMBET. Takux, Kak Mbl, OCTaBJISIOT YMUpATh Cpasy Mociie poxkaeHus. Bce Mbl moHUMaeM, 3a4eM
Hac oToOpasu Jyisi 3Toi padoTsl. He ToNMbKO AJ1st TOro, YTo0bl yXaKMBaTh 3a IpakoHaMu. Ho 1 4ToObI
320[HO N30aBUTHCS OT HaC.

CuibBe okMHY/Ma TuMapy JOITUM B3MJISIOM U CIIOKOWHO OTBETHIIA!

— DT0 npasaa, TOYHee, Mpex e 3To ObUIo paBaoi s Hac. Ho I'pedpt cunrtaer, 4To Mbl MOXeM
M3MeHUTD rpaBuia. OH rOBOPUT, KOraa Mbl jooepeMcst 10 KenbCHHTpbl, OHa CTAaHEeT HAIIM FOPOAOM,
I71e MBI CMOXEM KHMTh BMECTe C JpakoHaMu. M Tam Mbl 3aBefieM coOCTBeHHbIE ITpaBuiia. Hacuer Bcero.

Tumapa y)kacHys1ach JIETKOBEPHIO JEBOUKU:
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— CuiibBe, MBI Be/Ib J1a)K€ HE 3HAEM HaBEpHSIKA, CyIecTBYeT Jiu 1o cux nop Kenbcunrpa! Cko-
pee Bcero, oHa rnorpedeHa Moy 3emiie, kak u npodre ropoga Crapimx. YecTHO roBopsi, s HUKOTAA
HE BepuJia, YTO MbI JoOepeMcs Tyna. MHe Kaxercs, Jydllee, Ha 9TO Mbl MOKEM HaJesiThCsl, — ITO
OTBICKAaTh MECTO, PUTOIHOE AJIs1 KU3HU APAKOHOB.

— U uro notom? — Bo3mytuinack CuiibBe. — OCTaBUM HMX TaM, a caMH BepHeMCs OOpaTHO B
Tpexor? Pagu yero? YtoObl CHOBA )KUTh YKPAIKOHN U CTHIASChH, TOCTOSTHHO U3BUHSISICH 33 CBOE CYIIIe-
creoBanue? f He xouy storo, Tumapa! Ml MHOTHE XpaHUTETN CO MHOM coriacHbl. ['1e Okl HU ocenu
APaKOHbI, TaM OCTAaHEMCSI U Mbl. 3HAYNT, Y HaC Oy/eT HOBBI ropos. M HOBble MpaBuIa.

Bunmanue Tumapsl otBiiek rpomkuii xpyct. Ouu ¢ CusbBe pa3zoM OOEpHYJINCh U YBUJIEINH,
Kak notsiruaercst Mepkop. OH HOIHST 30JI0TUCTBIE KPbLIbsl M PAacIIpaBUJI UX BO BCIO IUPb. Tumapy
MOpa3wI0 HE TOJIBKO TO, KAKME OHM OIPOMHBIE, HO M PUCYHOK B BHUJE IVIa3, CJIOBHO Ha MEPbSX Y
naBJMHa. [[pakoH ere pa3 BCTPSIXHY/I UMH, 00JJaB €€ Pe3KUM MOPbIBOM BETpa U IPAaKOHBETO 3araxa.
CkJ1apIBajl OH UX HEYKJTIOKe, Kak OyTO paHblIlle U He MPoOOBa UMM 1IeBeUTh. OH IUIOTHO MpUKa
KPbLIbsl K CIIMHE U CHOBA 3aMep Ha CBOEM IIOCTY HaJl KOPUUHEBOM.

Tumapa BHe3artHo oco3Haa, uto Mepkop ¢ CriibBe 0OMEHMBAIOTCS MBICICHHBIMH PETTMKAMHU.
JlpakoH He U3/1aj1 HU 3BYKa, OJHAKO OHA YTO-TO OIIYTWJIA, XOTSI HUKTO HE BOBJIEKAJ €€ B pa3roBOp.
CusbBe MOHsUIA HA Hee U3BUHSIONIUIICS BIIJISIL.

— Tol moiizenib Ha 0XOTY? — CIPOCKJIA JIEBOYKA.

— HasepHo. Bpsn v Mbl cerogHs ABUHEMCS JaJIbLIIE.

Tumapa crapanach He JymaTh 00 OUYEBHIHOM: MOKAa KOPUYHEBAs HE YMpPET, OHM C MecTa He
TPOHYTCS.

— Eciu novipenis u 1oOyaentb CBekero Msica. . .

— To nopemock, 4em cMory, — 3aKOHYMIIa 3a Hee Tumapa.

Omna nocrapajiach He COXaJeTh O JaHHOM obemmanuu. Msico st CUHTapbl, MsICO 7151 OOTBbHOM
MenHoit u ciaboymHoro CepeOpsiHoro. 3aueM oHa BOOOIIe BbI3Batach MM nomorath? OHa u CuH-
Tapy-TO HE MOXKET KaK ClieqyeT MPOKOPMUTh. A Teneph ele U rnoodemnaia, 4ro nocrapaercs npu-
HecTu efpl 11 Mepkopa, 3ootuctoro apakona CuiibBe. OcTaeTcst HaJIeThCsl, UTO OXOTHUKU TOXKE
MOWAYT B JIeC.

C Toro qHs, Kak APaKOHbI BIIEPBbIE MOOXOTUIIMCH CAMHU, OHM HAYYMJIMCh TPOMBIIUISTH TSI ceOst
anyb 1 peidy. [IpaBaa, ycrnexu ux ObUTM HEBEIMKU — JPAKOHBI CO3aHbI, YTOObI OXOTUTHCS B HEOe,
a He KOBBUIATH 3a XKepTBOM 10 3emuie. OHAaKO BCe OHM JOCTUIVIM HEKOTOPBIX ycrnexoB. Ilepexon Ha
CBEkee MSICO U pbIOy, TIOXOKe, MOIIIe Ha MOJIb3y MOouTH BceM. OHU MOXY/IeU, HO HAPACTUIIM MBIIIIIHL.
[Tpoxonst MmuMo pakoHOB, TrMapa oLieHMBAIOLLE OIVIs/ieNa UX U C YAWBJICHUEM IOHSIA, YTO OHU
CTaJIM Kyza OOJIblle TIOXOOUTh Ha M300pakeHus ¢ TOOEIEHOB M TIOCY/bl, OCTaBIIMXCS OT CTapIimx.
JleByIKa axe 3aaepikanach, YTOObl PUCMOTPETHCSI BHUMATEIIBHEE.

ApOyK, cepedpucTO-3eeHbli camell, IIECKaJICs Ha MeJTKOBOJbe. BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH OH oryc-
KaJl Tofi BOAY TOJIOBY, 3a0aBisiss Asiyma, cBoero xpauutens. Tor Open psjaoM, Jiepka HaroToBe
OCTpOTY, XOTs pe3BSAIIMICS JPaKOH HaBepHsKa paciyran Bcio pei0y. Ha rmazax y Tumapsr ApOyk
pacripaBu1 Kpbulbsl. OHU Ka3aJIMCh HEJIETIO AJIMHHBIMU 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C TEJIOM, OJHAKO OH BCE PaBHO
3axJionaji umMu, 6anamyTs BoAy U ooaaBast OpbiramMu Anyma. ToT BO3MYITIEHHO 3aKpuyal, U APaKoH
o3aJayeHHo 3amep. Boza Kanana ¢ ero pacrpapieHHbIX KpbUlbeB. TrMapa 3a1i000Bajiach M.

3areM OHa pe3KO pa3BepHYJIach M OTIIpaBUIach Ha NOMCKU CUHTapHl.

«Cunrapa, a He He603eBHMIIa», — yIPIOMO HallOMHMJIa OHa ceoe.

[Touemy ee Tak CHIIBHO 33/1€J10 TO, YTO HEKOTOPBIE IPAKOHBI M HE yMaJli yTauBaTh CBOM UCTUH-
Hble UMEHa OT XpaHutesieit? [Ixepa, moxoxe, 3Haja UMs CBOE MOJONEYHOH ¢ nepBoro xe aHsa. U
CubBe Toxe. Tumapa crucHyna 3yObl. CHHTapa ropasfio KpacuBee BceX OCTalIbHBIX JpakoHOB. U
3a4eM TOJIbKO e JOCTAJICSl TAKOWM HECHOCHBIN XapakTep?

CuHIOI0 1pakOHMILY OHA 3acTajla pasJierieiics C HECYaCTHBIM BUJIOM Ha KJIOUKE MOKPOU 3eMJIU
cpeny Kamblinei 1 TpaBbl. [10105K1B TOJIOBY Ha MepeHue Jarbl, Ta Habmogana 3a TeKyiel BOIou.
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Oma He orIsIHy/Iach U BOOOIIe HUYEeM He BblJasia, uTo 3aMeTusia Tumapy, moka He 3aroBopuia.

— Ham Hano aBuratbest qanblie, a He Topyarh 37ech, — CooOIpIa oHa. — Jlo 3MMHHX JIMBHEN
OCTaJIOCh HE TaK MHOTO JIHEW, a KOIjla OHM HAYHYTCs, peKa CTaHeT Iyoke v ObicTpee. DTo Bpems
HaM CJIeJJOBJIO Obl TOTPATUTH HA TIOUCKU KenbCUHTPHI.

— Tak TbI cunTaeIb, YTO MbI JOJKHBI OPOCUTH KOPUIHEBYIO?

— Pennny, — nmonpaBwia CuHTapa, ¥ B €€ MBICJICHHOM T0JI0Ce MPO3BYYald MCTUTENIbHBIE
HOTKH. — [TouemMy HUKTO IO CHX MOp HE 3HAET ee UICTUHHOE UM, B OTJIMUMe OT Moero? — JIpakoHuria
TIO/IHS1JIa TOJIOBY Y BAPYT MOTSIHYJIACh TIEPEHUMH JIAlaMH, BHIITYCTHB KOI'TH. — M OHa cTaHeT MeTHOM,
a He KOPUYHEBOM, €CJIM 32 Hell XOPOLIEHbKO yXakUBaTh. BOT cMOTpU. ¥V MeHs pacilenuscsi KoroTb.
370 BCe U3-3a X0AbObI IO KaMHsIM o1 Bojtol. [IpuHecn GeueBKy U mepeBsku ero. A IoToM 3aMaxb
BapOM, KOTOPBIM BbI JIeUnsi XBocT CepeOpstHOTrO.

— Jlaii-Ka B3MJISAHYTb.

Korots paznoxmaruicst v pa3msik U3-3a MOCTOSTHHOTO MpeObIBaHUs B e1Koi Boje. OH Havam
IIENHUTHCS Ha KOHIIE, HO, K CYACTHIO, JI0 MsIca TPEIIMHA elle He JoOpasach.

— Cxoxy K karutany JledTpuHy u cnipority, ecThb JI y HEero B 3anace OeueBka u Bap. U pa3 yx
MBI 3THM 3aHSUTUCh, 1aBail OCMOTPUM TeOsI LeTMKOM. OCTalbHbIe KOT'TH LEJTbI?

— OHu Bce ciierka pa3Msrduinch, — npusHaia CuHrapa.

Jpakonunia npotsHyaa K Tumape BTOpyIo MepeiHIO JIally ¥ PACTOIIBIPUJIA MAJIBIIbI, BBITYCKAsI
KorTu. [leBy1ika 3akycuia ryoy: Bce 0OTpenaiiuch 1o KpasiM, CJIOBHO TBEPbI TUIABHUK, CO BPEMEHEM
nojiAaBIIMics Biare. MbIC/Ib O CBIPOH JpeBecHe TIOCKa3alia eil BO3MOKHOE pellieHue.

— A 410, eciiu 00padoTath ux Maciom? Vm 3a1akupoBaTh, YTOOBI 3IIIUTUTh OT BOIBI.

JlpakoHuIIa OTIEepHYIa Jary, ensa He couB Tumapy ¢ HOT, ¥ camMa BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTpelia
KOTTH.

— Bo3MOXHO, — cliepkaHHO COIIachjach OHa.

— Bcranb, noxanyicra, ¥ NOTSHUCh. MHe HY)KHO TIPOBEPUTbH, HET JIM I'PSI3U WJIH Mapa3UTOB.

JlpakoHMIIa HEJOBOJIBHO 3aBOpYAsa, HO BCE ke MOAYMHWIACh. ThMapa HecremHo obomuia
BOKpyr Hee. OHa U He 3aMevasia, HACKOJIBKO M3MEHMIAch ee nojorneyHas. CHHTapa 3aMeTHO TIOXY-
nena, Ho okperuia. Enkast pednast Boja 1ioxo CKas3blBajlach Ha Yelllye, 3aTO TOCTOSIHHOE JIBUKEHHUE
MIPOTUB TE€UEHHMS JEeJIaJI0 IPAKOHUILY CHITbHEE.

— PacnipaBb KpbLIbs, — nonpocuia Tumapa.

— He xouy, — cyxo 3asBuIa JpakoHUIIA.

— IIpeamounTaenib, 4TOOB B CKJIAKaX MOCETUINCH TAPA3UTHI?

JlpakoHHUIIa CHOBA 3aBOpYasa, OIHAKO BCTPSAXHY/IA KPbUIbSIMU M pacrpaBuia ux. Koxucreie
CKJIQ/IKM CJIUIUTUCH, CJIOBHO 30HTHK, CJIAIIKOM JIOJNTO MPOJIEKABIINI MOKPBIM, M 3arax OT HUX e
HeTpUATHBIA. YelnyiKy Ha KPbUIbsX BBITJISIEN HE3JOPOBBIMU, TOHKHE KOHYMKHU MTOOEIENH, CJIOBHO
nasas JIMCTBa, TPOHYTasl IUIECEHbIO.

— [Tnoxo geno! — ucrmyranHo BockMKHYIA Tumapa. — Tel X BooOIe Moenib? Pa3muHaenb ux,
Martenb? TBoeil koke He XBaTaeT COJTHEYHOro cBeTa. M uncTku.

— Bce He Tak yx ¥ CKBEPHO, — IIPOIIHIIeNa JPAKOHHIIA.

— Tol He mpaBa. Kpbutbsi B CKJIaKax BiaXHbIE U AypHO MaxHYT. XOTs Obl HE CKJIAJbIBall UX,
TIOKa 51 XOKY 32 BApOM 1 OEUEBOIA.

He o6pamnas BHuManus Ha Bo3MyiieHrue CuHTapbl, TuMapa cXBaTujia KpbUIo 32 KOHUMK U pac-
npaBuia ero. JIpakoHuIia MOMbITAIach CJIOKHUTh €ro, HO IEBYIIIKA YIpsMO TsHyna Ha cebs. U ynep-
’KaTbh €r0 OKa3aJI0Ch CJMIIIKOM YXK JIErKO. MBIIIIIBI paKoHa JI0KHBI OBITh TOpaszo cuiibHee. Tumapa
MONBITANIACh MOAO0PaTh BepHOE ClIOBO. ATpodusi. MbIIIIbl Ha KpbUTbsix CUHTAphI aTpOpUPYIOTCS 32
HEHaJI0OHOCTHIO.

— CunTapa! Ecnut Thl He MOCTyIaenb MeHsI ¥ He 3aiiMeIIbCsl KPbUIbSIMH, CKOPO Thl BOOOIIIE HE
CMOKeEIIIb MU TIOLIEBEIUTb.

— Jlaxxe He mymait 06 3ToM! — MpoITHIeNa IPaKOHHMIIA.
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OHa pe3Ko XJIOMHY/Ia KPbUIOM, BBIPBaB €ro U3 pyK THUMaphl, U Ta yrnaja KOJEHSIMH B TPS3b.
JleByI1iIKa BO33puJiach Ha IPAKOHUILY, a Ta HETOAYIOIIe MPUHSIACh CHOBA CKJIA/IBIBAThH KPbLJIbSI.

— Croit! Toronu, uto sto Tam? CuHTapa, pacnpasb KpbUlo einie pas. [daii MHe 3arisiHyTh MoJ
Hero. [Toxoxe, Tam HaxgayHasa 3mes!

JlpakoHuIIa 3aCcThuIa:

— Yro ele 3a Ha)JauHas 3mesi?

— OHM OOMTAIOT B TEHUCTHIX MecTax. TOHKME, KaK MpPYTHK, HO OYeHb UIMHHbIE. Hamagaior
HEBEPOSITHO OBICTPO, @ HAa MOpAE Y HUX 3y0 Bpojie stitieBoro. OHM KycaloT U BIEIUISIOTCS, 3apbIBAsICh
B IUIOTh. A MOTOM TaK M BUCAT U KOopMsTCs. f Buziena 00e3bsiH, 0OBEIIaHHBIX 3MEsIMHU TaK, Kak OyaTo
y HUX TI0 COTHE XBOCTOB. 3a4acTyl0 BOKPYI paHbl HAUMHAETCS BOCHAJICHUE, U )KUBOTHOE T'MOHET.
PenxoctHas makocts. Pacnipasb kppiio. 1103B0jIb MHE B3IJISIHY Th.

Ona BHcena BHICOKO O] KPbUIOM — JUIMHHAS, MEp3Kasi TBaphb, MOX0kasi C BULY Ha 3Melo. Koraa
Tumapa cobpanach ¢ JyXoMm, 4TOObl JOTPOHYTHCS IO Hee, Mapa3uT BHE3AITHO MPUHSUIICS SIPOCTHO
n3BMBaThCsl, 1 CMHTapa BCKPUKHYJIA OT UCITyTra ¥ OOJu.

— Yt0 310? CHUMHU 3TO ¢ MeHs1! — moTpedoBaia IPaKOHUIIA, CYHYJIa TOJIOBY TIO/I KPBUIO U BIie-
MUJIACh B 3MEI0.

— Croii! He kycaii ee v He TssHU. Eci ThI IepHeIIb, ToJIoBa 3Mer OTOPBETCSI, OCTAHETCsI B paHe
u HarHouTcs. [lyctu ee, Cuntapa. Boimyctu 3Mmelo, s Bce cenaio cama!

I'maza CuHTapbl CBEPKHYJIM MEJIbI0, OAHAKO OHA MOCITYIIAAC.

— Boltammu ee w3 MeHs! — MPOroBopwiia IPaKOHUIIA CHABJICHHBIM, SIPOCTHBIM TOJIOCOM, U
Tumapa B3pOrHYyJIa, OLTYTUB CKPHIBAIOIIMICS 32 THEBOM CTpax. — [locneny, — MrHOBEHHEM TO3XKe
noGasuiaa CuHTapa. — § 4yBCTBYIO, Kak OHa TaMm IeBenautcsi. OHa mbITaeTcst 3apbiThes rryoxe. Cripsi-
TaThCs B MOEM TeJIe.

— Jla nomosket Ham Ca! — BockmkHys1a Tumapa.

K ropiy nonkatuia tormHota. OHa MOMBITANACh BCIOMHUT, YTO PACCKA3bIBAJT OTEII O TOM, KaK
M30aBJIATHCS OT HAKIAUHBIX 3MEH.

— Tonbko He OoroHb, HU B KoeM ciydae. Eciiu 3mero oOxeub, OHa 3amonzer erle riryoxke. bout
KaKOW-TO PYyroi crnoco0. .. — TuMapa JIMXOpagouHO phUIACh B TAMSITH, ITOKA e He OCEeHMIIO0. — Bucku!
Hano cipocuts, Her i ero y kanuTasa Jleprpuna. He npuraiics.

— Brictpee! — B3monuinace CuHTapa.

Tumapa Opocunachk ObUIO K Oapkacy, HO BAPYT YBUJENA, YTO DIUC U KalMTaH MPOTYIMBAIOTCS
Heroaseky. OHa cBepHyJa ¥ TIOMYAach K HAM.

— Kanuran Jleprpun! — kpruasia oHa Ha 6ery. — Karutan JledTpus, MHe Hy’KHa TBOSI TOMOIIIb !

VYernplmag ee, KaruTad ¢ DJHC OITISHY/IMCh W MOCHeNIMIM HaBcTpedy. Korga oHr HakoHel-To
no0pammch Apyr A0 Apyra, TuMapa yke 3aabixasach.

— B uem nierno, geBouka? — odecrnokoeHHo cripocut JledpTpuH.

— Haxpaunas 3mest! — TOMBbKO U cMoOIJIa BHITOBOPUTH OHA B 0oTBeT. — Ha Cunrape. BriepBbie
BUIKY Takylo 3[J0POBYIO. 3apbIBaeTCs B IPy/ib, MO KPHUIOM.

— IIpokJsiThie TBapu! — BOCKJIMKHYJ KallMTaH.

Tumapa ObU1a IpU3HATENIBHA 32 TO, YTO HE MPUIIIOCh HUUEro o0bscHATh. OHa XBaTajga pToM
BO3Z/YX.

— Moii oTer; 0OBIYHO BBITOHSIT UX CIIMPTHBIM.

— l'ogures, HO TepebeHoBoOe Maco Jsyuiie. [ToBeps MHe. MHe Kak-TO MPHIIUIOCh BHITACKUBATh
3Mel0 u3 coocTtBeHHOM Horu. [loiinem, ieBouka, Ha OOpTy ecTh HeMHOro Macia. dmuc! Ecim ogux
APaKoH MOCTpaall, BECbMa BEPOSITHO, UTO U Apyrue Toxke. CKakv BCEeM XPaHUTEIsIM, YTOOBI TPOBe-
PUJIH CBOMX MOZIOTIEUHbIX. M Ty KOpMUHEBYI0, UTO TaM JIEKHT, Toxke. O0s3aTeIbHO OCMOTpHTE. 3ariisi-
HUTe el 1moj Oproxo. 3Men 0OBIYHO KyCaloT MECTEUKO TOHEKHEe, a 3aTeM YKe 3aro3aioT rryoxe.

Korga JledpTpun oTBepHYIICS OT Hee 1 HampaBUJICs K OapKacy, DJ1c 3aXJIeCTHYJIA BOJTHA PEellId-
MocTu. OHa mocremnmiIa BIoib Oepera, OT OMHOTO XPaHUTEIS K IPYroMy, U3BeIasi ux 00 ONMacHOCTH.
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I'pedpt mouTn cpasy Haren 3meto Ha Oproxe Kano — oHa npsitanach 3a OJHON U3 33JHUX Jiall JPaKoHa.
Tpu Brimucs B Cectukana. Korma ero xpanuTtesns, Jlektep, oOHapysKii1 KOPOTKKE 3MEUHbBIE XBOCTHI,
DNUC Ha MUT TIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO MAJIbYMK BOT-BOT PyXHET Oe3 uyBCTB. OHa pe3Ko 3aroBopuiia ¢ HUM,
4yTOOBI BBIPBATh €r0 M3 MUCITyTaHHOTO OIlenieHeHus, u Bejena Bectn Cectukana K CHHTape W KJaTh
BMecTe ¢ Heill KanuTtaHa Jledprpuna. [TapHUIIKY, KaskeTcs, U3yMUIJIO TO, HACKOJIBKO CTPOToM CriocoOHa
ObITh Dnuc. OH ¢ TPYAOM CIJIOTHYI, B3sUT ce0s1 B PyKU M TTOBUHOBAJICS.

A oHa coBmasana ¢ COOCTBEHHBIM IMOTPSCEHUWEM M TOCHeniIa faibiie. JJoOpaBmmch 10
CuiibBe M 30JI0TUCTOTO JPAKOHA, OXPAHSIONIETO TPS3HYI0 KOPUYHEBYIO, DITMC HEBOJIBHO 3aMellIKa-
Jack, coobupasich ¢ 1yxoM. Eil He XOTeI0ch CIOPHUTh C JPAKOHOM; OHA C PAJIOCThIO Obl pa3BepHYJIACh
¥ mocrienmia npodsb. M el morpedoBaioch HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl, YTOOBI YOeIuTh ceOs: ITO KelaHue
BBI3BAaHO HE €€ COOCTBEHHOM TPYCOCTBHIO, a MOIBITKAMH IPAaKOHA TPOrHaTh ee. OHa pacripaBuiia rieun
¥ MOZIONIUIA K HEMY U JIEBOUKE.

— ¢ npuIiUIa BRISICHUTD, HET JIM Y 9TOM JAPAKOHHMIIBI MTapa3uToB. HekoTopsie 13 Balmx coOpaTbeB
MOCTPagaii OT HaXIauHbIX 3Mel. [1ycTh TBOSI XpaHUTEIbHHIIA OCMOTPUT TeOs1, MOKA 51 3aHUMAIOCh
KOPUYHEBOU.

Heckombko MrHOBEHHIA 30JI0TUCTBIN JPAKOH IPOCTO CMOTpe Ha Hee. Kak 3Tu HerpoHuiiaemble
YepHbI€ I71a3a MOTYT U3JIy4yaTh TaKOU X0J0/?

— Haxpaunbie 3men?

— IMapa3uthl, Brpei3aoiiyecst B ioth. TMMapa roBOpUT, OOBIYHO 3TH TBAPU BOAATCS B TCHU-
cTeIX MecTax. Ho 31u, mo ee MHeHMIO, 0OMTAOT B peke. OHM ropas3zio KpyrHee OObIYHbIX. DTH 3Men
KyCaloT XePTBY U 3apbIBAIOTCS BIIyOb, TUTAsCh COKAMH TBOETO TeJa.

— Kakas mep3octs! — 3akmounst Mepkop. He menisi Hu ceKyH[Ibl, OH TIOHSUICS U PAaCIPaBUII
KpbUIbsl. — MosI IIIKypa 3yIUT OT OHOM MBICIH O nopoOHoM. CuiibBe, cefiuac e MpoBeph, HET Jin
Ha MHE 3TUX TBapeii!

— Mepkop, 51 TOJTHOCTHIO BhIUMCTIIIA TeOs1 ceroqHsi. COMHEBAIOCh, UTO 1 MPOIJisaesa Obl TAKyIo
ragoctb. Ho 1 mocmorpio.

— A s IOJKHA B3MJISIHYTh HA KOPUYHEBYIO IPAKOHUILY — HET JIM 3MeH y Hee, — TBepIO 3asBuIIa
Anuc.

Ona oxupana, yto Mepkop Bo3pasur eii. Ho oH, moxosxe, 3a0bl1 000 BCeM, UCITYTaBIIUCh, YTO
Ha HEM CaMOM MOIJIM 3aBECTHUCh TTAPA3UTHI.

DHC OTBAXUIIACH MOJONTH K Oe3pa3InIHON MeTHOU ApakoHuIie. Ta jiekaia CBepHYBIINCH, TAK
YTO OCMOTPETH el OPI0X0 OBUIO HEMPOCTO, ecli BooOIe Bo3MoxkHO. Y CuiibBe Oblia 1paBa: MeHast
ObLIa TIOKPHITA TAKMUM CJIOEM TPsi3u, OYATO KTO-TO HAPOYHO oOMa3all ee. UTOObI MOHATH, eCTh y Hee
napasuThl WK HET, PUIETCs CHaYasla OTMBITh €e.

Anuc G6ecroMOIIHO MoKocuiach Ha CritbBe, HO IEBOUKA ObljTa BCEleno norjiomeHa MepKkopoMm.
DMUC YCTHIIWIACH CBOETO TIepBOro modyxaeHust. Uto oHa codupanack cienarb? [Ipukaszath peOeHKY
BBIYMCTUTh KOPUIHEBYIO, YTOOBI OHA, DJIHC, CMOTJIa OCMOTPETh ee, He 3amapaB pyk? Tosxke, BbIMCKa-
Jach BakHasi ntrna! MHOTO JieT oHa yBepsijla BceX, OyATo pa3Oupaercs B ApaKOHaX, HO MPU MEPBOM
ke BO3MOXHOCTH ITOMOYb OTHOMY M3 HUMX UCITyrajiach Karenbku rpssu? Hy yx Het. Tonbko He Diuc
Kunkappos.

Hermnonaneky ot Toro mecra, rae jexana MeaHas, Ha 6epery OCTaJIMCh HEBBITONTAHHBIE 3aPOCIH
KaMmblllla, YbM METEJKU JOXOAWIN DIUC MouTH A0 nosica. OHa CHsila ¢ mosica KOPOTKUN HOXUK,
cpe3asia TIOJI/IIOKUHBI CTeOnel, CKOMKasa B rpyOylo MOYAJIKy M, BEPHYBILIHCH K JPAaKOHUIIE, HaYasa
yCEepIOHO OTCKpedaTh ee, HayaB C BBICTABJICHHOTO BBEPX IUIeYa.

3acoximas rps3b OKa3ajlach PEYHbIM WIJIOM U CXOAIWJIA Ha yAMBJIEHHE JierKo. ['pyOast Modanka
oOHaXWJIa MeIHbIe YellyiKH, KOTOpble BCKOpe UyaHO 3abniectenu. Penmpga He w3jana HU 3BYyKa,
OJIHAKO DJTMC MOMepeliach HeBHATHAs OJIaroaapHOCTb, MCXOASIIAs OT HecuacTHOH. OHa ynBousa
CTapaHusi, HATUpasl CIIUHY JAPAKOHHUIIBI BAOJb XpeOTa. 3a padoToil Dmuc Bce Ooblle MPOHUKAIACH
MOYTEHHEM K pa3MepaM JpakoHa — HOIOIIKE MBI TOBOPUIM O HUX Kya JIydile, YeM 3peHHe.
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OOmmpHas nKypa, HyKIaI0IIascs B MbIThe, HEOXKMJAHHO HAIOMHIJIA €/ O TPyJax MaTpOCOB, OTApa-
MBAOIIMX NamyOy Oapkaca. A Be/ib 3TO ellle MeJIKasl JPAaKOHHIIA. DITUC OIJISHYJIach Yepes 1yievyo Ha
CBEPKAIOIIero 30JI0TOM verryeil Mepkopa U MBICJIEHHO CpaBHUJIA €r0 ¢ MaJIEHbKOM JIEBOUKOM, yXa-
kuBamoien 3a HUM. CKOJIBKO e YacOB OHa MOCBAIIAeT MOJ00HOM paboTe Kax bl Beuep?

Kaxk 6ynTo nmouyBcTBOBaB ee B3, CuiibBe 00epHYIach K DIUTHC:

— OH yucr ¢ rosoBH A0 HOT. 3Meit HeT. Terneps 51 momory Tede ¢ Penmnioi.

W3 ropaocty Dmuc XoTenoch OTBETUTH, YTO OHA MIPEKPACHO cripaButcs cama. Ho BMecTo 3Toro
OHA HEOXUAAHHO JUTs ce0sl ICKpeHHe modiarogapuia 1eBouky. CuibBe yablOHyIach, 1 HA MTHOBE-
HHUE y Hee Ha ry0ax 3aurpajii COJHEUHbIe JIydd. Y Hee 4YTo, U POT B yerrye? DIMC pe3Ko OTBesa
B3IJISI/1 M CHOBA 3aHsLIach JeIoM. [ yCTol Wil pyubsiMU CTeKas 1o Oeapy Penrpl, BIUTHIBAsICH B CHIPYIO
nouBy Tioxx Hell. CrutbBe Bpofie Obl ObLIa He HACTOJIBKO YelTyHYaTol, KOTra OHM BCTPETUIIUCH BIIEp-
Bble. Heyxenu oHa MeHseTCs Tak ke CTPEMUTENBHO, KaK U APaKOHBI?

JleBouKka mpucOeqMHWIACh K DMHC, MPUXBATHB C COOOH TaKylo ke rpyOyl0 KaMBIIIIOBYIO
MOYAJIKY.

— OtuHast MbIC/b. 1 OOBIYHO MCTIONIB30BAJIa XBOWHBIE JIAIlbl, KOT/IA YaBaIoCh X HAUTH, WU
MPOCTO MPHUTOPIITHY JIUCTheB. HO KaMblIIl ropaso Jyuiie.

— Bynp y MeHs Bpems nieperuiecTi Mesk1y coOoi cTeOH U JIMCThS, cTajio Obl eme ynoonee. Ho
AyMalo, Mbl ¥ TaK CIIPaBUMCS.

Anuc ObIJIO HEMPOCTO TOBOPUTH M padOTaTh OHOBPEMEHHO. 3a TOfIbl, POBEJCHHbIE B JOME
['ecra, ee MbIIIIIB TOTEPSUIM CUITY. B neTcTBe oHa Beera momorasna youparhb JOM — €€ CEMbsI He MOTJIa
ceOe MO3BOIUTD JePKaTh MHOTO CITyT. M BOT Tereps Mo CIIuHE DNUC CTeKaJ 10T, a Ha JIQJI0HSIX Havyalu
B311yBaThcsi Mo30iu. [1neun yxe vpuin. Hy u mycts! HemHOro noTpynnuTbest HUKOMY He BpeiHO. A
OIJISI/IBIBASI BHIUMILICHHBIN YUaCTOK JAPAKOHbEH MIKYPBI, DJIUC UCTIBITHIBAJIA TTPUIIUB TOPIOCTH.

— Yro 310? YTO TYT Takoe? DTO AbIpKa OT 3Meu?

Hcnyr u rope B ronoce CusibBe, KaxeTcsl, IepPeIaiucCh ee APaKoHy.

MepKop HeyKJIIoXke MofIoNIeN OMMKe U OIyCTUII TOJIOBY, YTOOBI OOHIOXATh MATHO HA METHOM
mree.

— Ha uto 310 NIOXO0%e? — cripocuia DuUC, onacasich MOAXOIUTh OJIMXKe, TOKA 30I0TUCTBIA TaK
COCPE/IOTOYEH.

— IIkypa nmoBpesxaeHa. I psi3b BOKpYT BIaXkHasi — BOBMOKHO, OT KpoBH. Ceifuac OHa He COUMTCH,
HO...

— YT0-TO MPOTKHYJIO €i1 KOKY, — BbICKa3ajl MHeHre Mepkop. — Ho 310 BoBce He «IbIpKa OT
3Men», foporas Mosi. U Bce ke 3arax KpoBH CHJIbHBIH, 3HAYHT BBHITEKJIO €€ HeMaJIo.

Dnuc codpasiach C MBICIISIMH:

— He gymato, uyto HaxJauHble 3MeH MPOTPhI3AIOT ABIPbI, YTOOBI 3a103TH B Teno. Kaxercs, oHn
MIPOCTO BIMBAIOTCS U COCYT KPOBb.

MepKop CTOsITT COBEPIIIEHHO HETO/IBUKHO, HaBucas Hajl MenHoii. Ero yepHsle 3pauku Tepsi-
JIMCh B TJISTHIIEBO-UEPHBIX pay’kKKax, HO DJIHC MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO B HAX KPYKATCS MeJIIEHHbIE BUXPH.
JlpakoH OyATO yHECCSI MBICIISIMU 1aJIEKO OT HUX. 3aTeM BCTPSIXHYJICS BCEM TEJIOM, B3/IBIOMB YEITyHKH
M CTaB TIOXOX OOJbIIle HA KOTa, yeM Ha simepa. M TyT ke Diuc cHoBa OIIyTHIIA MPUCYTCTBUE €T0
pasyma. Kak xe 3o 6110 uygecHo! Eciu 6b1 MepKkop He NOKMHYJ MX Ha 3TOT KpaTKUi MHUT, OHa
HUKOI/Ia He 0CO3Hasa Obl, HACKOJIBKO CHJIBHO BIIMSIET Ha Hee JPAKOH, KOTa COCPEIOTOUYEH Ha JIOISIX.

— MHe HMUero He U3BECTHO O 3MesiX, HA3bIBAEMBIX HAXKJAYHBIMU. XOTs JaBHBIM-/IaBHO $1 CIIbI-
11471 O TBApsIX, OXOKUX Ha TBOE omnrcaHue. Torna OoHM Ha3bIBAIKMCh OypaBaMu M BIPHI3AIUCH OYEHb
r1y6oko. OHM MOTYT OBITH Ky/la OMacHee STUX HAXKAAYHBIX 3MeH, O KOTOPBIX TOBOPST Ipyrue xpa-
HUTEITH.

— Ca, cmutyiicst HaJl HaMU! — THXOHBKO podopmoTana CuiibBe.

OnHa yyTh MOCTOSUIA MOJTYA, CKMMAsl B PyKax KaMBIIIOBYI0 MOYAIKY. 3aTeM BAPYr oOOILIa
BOKPYT JPAKOHMIIBI ¥ TIOATOJKHYJIA e€.
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— Pennpa! — BRIKpHUKHY/Ia OHA, CJIOBHO IBITAasiCh MPOOUTHCS CKBO3b OlienieHeHne MeaHou. —
[NepeBepuucs. S xouy ocMoTpeTh TBOM KUBOT. [lepekaruch Ha OOK!

K m3ymnenuto Dmuc, OonbHasi JpakoHWIA 3ameBenuiach. OHa cnabo 3acydmna 3aaHUMU
JlaraMM 1o Tpsi3d, B KOTOpoil Jiexkauia. [Ipunognsna Tpscyiiyiocs roioBy, pasjienuia BeKH, 1ocie
Yero ypoHuia ee 0OpaTHO Ha 3eMITIO.

— ITocroponuTecs! — rpydoBaro mpukasan Mepkop.

Amuc ¢ CuibBe TOTYAC JKe TTOBUHOBAJIMChH, OTCKOYMB Ha3a]], YTOOBI IPOIYCTUTh €ro K pacIpo-
CTEPTOM JpaKOHHUIIE. 30JI0TOM OIyCTUJI T'OJIOBY, OACYHYJI MOpAY oA Pesnnay u normsiTasncs nepesep-
HyTh ee. Ta cabo 3aBopyasia u 3ackpedia jjanaMu, Kak OyATO ero yCHIvs PUIUHUIN el O0JTb.

— OH ee noenaet? MHe kaxeTcs, OHa ellle )H1Ba! — BMelIascs ellle OJ1H APaKOHUI X paHUTEIb,
HEOKMIAHHO TIOJOIIEIIINI K HUM.

Parickanb, Bciomumia Dnuc. Tak Beapb ero 30ByT? CUMMIATUYHBIN MAapHUILKA, HECMOTPST Ha
oObruHbIe 151 JJokKaeBbIX Yarod crpaHHOCTH. Ero rycrbie TeMHbIe BOJIOCH U PyKH C YEPHBIMHU KOT-
TSMU CTPAHHO COUYETAUCH C OJIEJHO-TOMYyOBIMH TJ1a3aMu U Oe3MATEeRKHOU yIbIOKoW. BMecte ¢ HUM
TOJIONIIA €r0 KOpeHacTasi KpacHasi, ¢ KOPOTKMMH TOJICTBIMHM JIallaMU U SIPKO CBEPKAIOIIEH Yelryeil.
Korpa Panckanb ocTaHOBUIICS PSZIOM C JIEBYIIIKAMM, OHA HEKHO MPUJIbHYJIA IIIEKON K CBOEMY XpaHU-
TeJIo, eBa He COUB €ro C HOT.

— Ipekparu, Xe6u! Tol KpynHee U cuibHee, 4eM Tebe KaxeTcst! CToii Ha COOCTBEHHBIX Jarax.

B rosnoce xpanutens mpo3Bydano OoJblIe HEKHOCTH, YeM yrpeka. OH OTIHXHYJ IPaKOHUILY
TUJIEYOM, a Ta UTPUBO OOIHYJIA €ro B OTBET.

— Mepkop BoBce He ecT ee! — Bo3myTuiiach CusbBe. — OH MBITaeTCs e NepeBEPHYTh, YTOOBI
MBI MOTJI OCMOTPETb JKMBOT U TIOMCKaTh Mapa3uToB. ECTh Takue Moxoxue Ha 3Mel TBapH. ..

— 3Ha. [ TonmbKo 4TO BHEN, Kak ux cHuMaim ¢ CectikaHa. MeHs psiMO 3aMyTHIIO, KOT/ia
UX BHITACKMBaJH, a JIeKTep eaBa He Mjiakaia U BUHUI BO BceM ceOs. Hukoraa eme He BUEN ero B
TaKOM OTYASsIHUU.

— Ho 3meii BbiTanmm?

— Jla, KOHEYHO, BHITAIMIIA. XOTs 3TO HaBepHsIKa 601bHO. CUHUI 3J0POBSIK MUINAJ, KaK MBIIIIb,
noka oHu Jie3nu. He 3Hato, 4to y) Tam Hamemas KanuTaH JlepTpuH, HO 3TUM CHaOOBEM MPOCTO
MOMa3aJIl BOKPYT JIBIPbI, B KOTOPYIO 3a0pajach 3Mesl, M Ta MOYTH Cpa3y Havyasla U3BUBATHCA, a TaM
U naTUThesl Hazal. C Hell BBIILIO MHOTO KPOBH M KaKOW-TO KUXKH, )KYTKO BOHIoUer! M HakoHell
3Mesl BRIBAIMJIACh HAa 3eMUTI0, TaTc MpBHIrHY/ Ha Hee U pa3pyOmt TonopoM. S Tak oOpasoBascs, 4To
ocMmarpuBailo XeOu KakIblil JeHb OT MaKyIIKH [0 1AT. BepHo, Xeou?

Kpachnas npakonuiia (ppIpkHyJIa B OTBET M CHOBA OOAHYIA Parickasisi, 0T4ero MajbuuK MOKay-
Hyscst. OT ero pacckasa Diuc cjierka noaypseno, Ho CusbBe sIBHO JyMasa O IPYrOM.

— Parnickaiib, HeJb3s1 7 YCTPOUTH TakK, 4ToObl XeOu momoria Mepkopy? Mbl nibITaemcs Tiepe-
BepHYTh MeHYIO Ha CIIVHY.

— SIcHoe nemno, MoxHO. JJoBOJTBHO Oy/IeT TPOCTO MOMPOCUTh. D, Xeou! Xebu, MocMoTpH clofa,
MOCMOTPH Ha MeHs1. XeOu, mociyiai. .. Beiciymaii meHs, aesouka. [Tomoru Mepkopy nepeBepHyTh
Me/IHYI0 ApakoHuly Ha cnuHy. [lonnmaenis? [Tomoxes ee nepeBepHyTh? Thl Be/lb clipaBUIIbCA?
Benp Most Oonblnasi ciitbHasI JPAKOHHIIA CMOXET 3TO chenath 11 Mensi? Koneuno cmoxer. [laBaii
xe, Xeou. [ToxcyHp nox Hee HOC, BOT ciofa, Kak Mepkop. Bot most ymana! A tenepb nogHUMan 1
TOJIKAH, XeOH, TOTHUMAN U TOJIKAMH !

MarneHnbkasi KpacHasi ApakoOHMIIA yIepiach Jarnamu B 3emimio. Ha miazax y Dmuc MbIpl Ha
KOPOTKOU TOJICTOM I1iee B30YrpuiIHch. J{pakoHMIIa B3pHIKHYJIA OT YCUJIHA, ¥ BAPYT Pesnraa mopanack.
Ona B3BU3rHYJIA OT 607H, HO Mepkop ¢ Xebu He 0OpaTvIi BHUMAHUS Ha ee KaIoObl. TsKeso MbIXTs
¥ BOpYa, OHM TepeBepHy/ M MeHyio Ha cniuHy. Ee narsl 6ecrioMOIIIHO MECHIIM BO3IYX.

— Ionnepxwu ee Tak, Xe6u. Bot ke ymuumna. [lepxu ee!
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B otBer Ha mpockOy Parickasiss ManeHbKast KpacHasi ApakoHMIa coOpasiach ¢ CUJIaMH 1 3aMepIia,
YIIEPIIMCh TOJIOBOM B MEIAHBIN OOK. MBIIIIIBI Ha 11Iee B3AYJKCh, HO 30JI0TUCTHIE T1a3a JIyYUIIUCh CUa-
CTbEM OT IIYMHBIX ITOXBAJI XpaHUTEJIA.

— Cmotpure! — Besienn Mepkop.

Anuc B yxkace ycraBuiachk Ha Meanyio. I'psisHoe Opioxo ApakOHHUIIBI ObLIIO YTHIKAHO 3MEMHBIMU
xBoctaMu. MIX oka3ajoch He MEHBIIIE AI0KWUHBI, 1 TOpYAIIUEC HAPYKY KOHYUKH XBOCTOB U3BUBAJIMCH
Y TIOJIEPTUBAJIMCH M3-3a TOTO, YTO WX JKepTBa moieBenwiack. CHiibBe 3akajia poT 00eMMU pyKamMH
Y OTCTYNWJIA Ha IIar Ha3al.

— OHa He [jaBajia MHE YHCTUTh el OPI0X0, — YyTh CIIBIIITHO OOPMOTAJIa IEBOYKA CKBO3b MAJIBIIHI,
Kauasi rojioBoit. — ¢ meitanack. YectHo, nbitanack! OHa BCAKUI pa3 BHIPbIBAJIACH U 3aKaIbIBAIACH B
rpa3b. Tak OHa MbITAJIACh OT HUX M30aBUThCS, Aa, Mepkop? OHa He J1aBajia MHE YHCTHUTh el OpIoxo,
MOTOMY UTO el ObUIO OOJIBHO.

— Omna HEAOCTATOYHO SICHO MBICJIUT, ‘ITO6I)I IIOHATH, YTO Thl MOXEIIb en IOMOYb, — MpPAa4YHO
nporoBopuii Mepkop. — Hukto te6s ve BunHuT, CuibBe. Thl lenana 1J1s Hee BCe, 4TO MOIJia.

— Ona ymepmna? — 1oHeccsl 10 HUX Yel-TO KPHUK.

Bce o6epuymuck. K Hum peictioi 6examu Tumapa ¢ Tarcom. OT HUX 4yTh OTCTaBaJl KalMTaH
Jledgpun. Cnenom, neiTasich COXpaHUTh JOCTOMHCTBO, HETOPOILIMBO JBUraiach Cunrapa. Eie nos-
JIOKWHBI XpaHUTENEN U JPAKOHOB MOATATMBAJIUCH C PA3HBIX CTOPOH.

— Her! Ho 3apaxena napasutamu. He 3Haio, ygactcs i Ham ee cnactu... — l'onoc Cusbe
COpBAJICSl Ha ITUX CJIOBAX.

— [NomwiTaiiTecs! — cypoBo npukazan Mepkop, HO 3aTeM CKJIOHUJICS HaJl IGBOYKOW U JIACKOBO
TIO/TYyJT Ha Hee.

Bruirisinesnno 3to seryaiinmm BeTepkom, opHako CuiibBe noiarHysack. M Dnvc nopasuia BHe-
3aItHO MPOUM3OIIEIas B IeBoUke nepemena. [Jaxe ucnyrana. CuibBe MTHOBEHHO MTPEBPaTHIIACh U3
elBa He Iavyniero pebeHka B ClIOKOMHYI0 skeHIUHY. OHa BBINTPSIMIIIACH, TTO/IHSLIA B3IJIsI] HA CBOETO
ApaKoHa M YJIBIOHY/IACh eMY.

— Oo6s3atenbHO, — moodOenaia CuibBe, TIOBEpHYIACh K Duc U mpousHecna: — Jlig Havasa
KaMBIIIIOBBIMH MOYAJIKAMU CYMCTHM C JKMBOTa KaK MOXHO OoJbllie Tpsi3u. XeOu, Tedbe npuaercs
TNoJIepKaTh €e B TAKOM TOJIOKEHUH, Ha criuHe. Eil He moHpaBUTCS TO, 4TO MBI OyJeM Jiesiath, HO, MHE
KakeTcsl, C paH HeOOXOAMMO CMBITh WJT JI0 TOTO, Kak UX 00padaTeiBaTh.

— PazymHo, — cornacumace nuc, rajias, OTKyAa B3slach 9Ta yBepeHHas MaHepa.

It0 cama CuibBe Takasi, KOrja ee He Tep3aloT COMHEHHS, UM 9TO IPakOH MepKop HaJIOKUT
Ha Hee CBOU OTrnevyaTrok? DJucC B3sjla KaMbIIIOBYI0 MOYAJIKY U MEPEBEpHY/IA €€ YUCTON CTOPOHOM.
Ona npubnu3uIack K Apakonuie ¢ onackou. [Tycts MeaHast OTHOCHTENBHO Maja U ci1ada, OIHAKO
OJTHOTO B3Maxa BsIJIO OOJTAIOIIEICS JIarbl Oy/IeT TOBOJILHO, YTOOBI COMTH UesIoBeKa C HOT. A eCJT OHa
HAYHET BLIPbIBATHCA U OIIPOKUHETCA HA XPaHUTEIIA, MTOCTICACTBUA 6YJIYT CaMBbI€ ITJIAYEBHBIC.

Tumapa 3ameprna 1 ycraBuiiach Ha Dnuc. Ha Kakoi-To MUT KeHIIMHA U3 YIauHOro MoKa3alach
el coBceM Jpyrum denoBekoMm. OHa oTckpeOasia KMBOT MEIHOW JIPAKOHMIIBI, He oOparas BHUMa-
HUS Ha TPs3b, CTEKAIOIIYIO Ha ee OpIOKM U canoru. ['psA3b 3acTeuia y Diuc Ha Iieke, pyoOarika nepe-
navykaiach A0 JIOKTel. Jlaxke Ha CBETJIBIX pecHUIIaX ocesa Mbulb. OIHAKO ee JIMIO BhIPAXAIIO JIUIIH
PELIMMOCTD | €/1Ba JIM He YIOBOJILCTBHE OT padoThl. M Kyia ToJbKO mojeBasach Ta JieraHTHas 1ama
u3 YauHoro, paBHO Oe3ynpeuHasi B oiekae 1 MaHepax? Tumapa mpoTHB BOJIM OLIYTHJIA HEKOTOPOE
BOCXHIIICHHE.

XeOu cTosiia, OIyCTUB TOJIOBY U YIUPAsCh JJ00M B MeHyl0, YTOOBI yAepXkaTb €€ B HEJIOBKOM
TMIOJIOXKEHUM OPIOXOM KBepXy. 3aMepIlui y ee Tuieda Parickaib ¢ TopaocThio MOTIakuBaj CBOIO Apa-
KOHUILY U BIOJITOJIOca e HaxBaMBaJl. MepKop HaBucall HaJ| Bcel KoMmranuen, a CuiibBe, MOXOXe,
B3s1JIaCh BCEMU PYKOBOJMTH. B 1IeBOUKe TOkE UTO-TO M3MEHHUJIOCh, XOTh TuMapa 1 He cMorJia Obl CKa-
3aTh, YTO UIMEHHO.
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Ona npubMM3uiIack eie Ha mapy IaroB, U e caenanock aypHo. [IpakoHbe Opioxo ObLUIO yce-
SIHO €1Ba BHIIVIS/IBIBAIOIIMMH HApy’Ky 3MEMHBIMM XBOCTaMHU. THMapa CIJIOTHYJa KOMOK B TopJie.
HabGmonate, Kak olMH-€IMHCTBEHHBIH Mapa3uT KOPUMTCS, BRIOUpasich n3 1ot CUHTApBHI, YKe ObUIo
HeJIerKo. A BeJlb Ta 3Mesi IPUcocaiach COBCEM HEaBHO, TIOUTH BCE €€ TeJIo OoNTaioch cHapyku. Kak
TOJIBKO KarmuTaH JlepTpuH oOMaza MIKypy BOKPYT paHbl BOHIOUMM TepeOSHOBBIM MaciioM, 3Mes Ha
MUT OOMSIKJIa, a 3aTeM BJPYT sApOCTHO 3abmiach. CuHTapa B3peBesia oT O6omu. Tumapa MocrenrHo
OpocHiIach K Hell ¥ cXBaTHJIa 3MeI0 32 U3BUBAIOIINICS XBOCT.

— Hepxwu kperue. 1 noOaesio emie Maciaa! — nmpeaynpeann ee kKanutad Jleprpus.

[Mocne sToro 3mest mpocTo oOe3ymera U Hauasia BBIIONI3aTh U3 Tesa skepTBbl. Koria 3HaunTeb-
Hasl 4acTh MEP3KOH TBapy BhIOpaiach Hapyxy, Tumapa ycurem BOJIM 3acTaBuiIa ceOsl epexXBaTUTh
ee Ha CJIyJaii, eCJIM OHA MOMNbBITAETCS 3aM0JI3TH OOPATHO B APAKOHHUITY. 3Mest Oblla CKOJIB3KOW U BepT-
koil. CuHTapa Bommiia oT OOJIM, U BOKPYT HUX Ha4ad COOMPAThCS OCTAIbHbIE XPAHUTENH C IPAKO-
Hamu. Kornma Hapyxy BbIIIITa BCSI 3Mes1, OHA M3BEPHYJIACh, 3QJIATAB JIMIIO TUMaphbl KPOBBIO, M OB
TaJIaCh HAMACTh HAa TOTO, KTO ee CXBaTWJI. [leByIliKa BCKpUKHYJIA, KOrJa OpbI3ry KOCHYJIUCH €€ KOXKH,
Y IIBBIPHYJIA TBaph Ha 3eMJII0. TaTc yKe CTOsUI HAroToBe ¢ TOonopoM. aneko 3mes He ynonsna. A
Tumapa Tak 1 3amepia, OleTIeHeB, COAPOTasiCh OT pa3/IeNIeHHOM ¢ IpakoHOM OomH. OHa MOMbITaIach
yTepeTh JIMIO PyKaBOM, HO TOJIBKO pa3Maszalia rycTylo KpoBb ellie ciiibHee. Ta maxia u oTgaBajia Ha
BKYC JIPaKOHOM, M JaXe Terepb, MoCjie TOro Kak OHa yMbLIach, B HOCY THMapsl Bce paBHO CTOSLT
HaBSI3UMBBIN 3aMax, 1 OHA HUKAK HE MoIJia OTenaThes oT nocieBkycus. [log konen Jlegptpun mnpo-
MBUI PaHy pOMOM M 3aMa3ajl BapoM, 4TOObI BHYTpb HE TONajia e/lkasi peyHast Boja.

— Tenepb BaM NpuaeTCs OCMaTpUBATh IPAKOHOB KXk IbIH BeUep, — pacCy:kajl KaruTaH 3a pado-
TO. — B cilloHe 3THX 3Mel ecTh 4TO-TO Takoe, OT Yero HemeeT IUIOTh. [laxke He YyBCTBYeIllb, KaK
oHa B TeOs Brpbizaercs. OnHa Takast TBapb, HEKPYIHAs, KaK-TO BIIMJIACh MHE B HOT'Y, a 51 HE 3aMeval
HHUYETO, TOKA U3 BObI HE BHIIIIEIT.

INoka Dmuc ¢ CubBe TpyIuIMch, MenHasi THXOHBKO MOCTaHbIBasia oT 6onu. Tumapa mpricena
PSIIOM C Hell Ha KOPTOYKH, YTOOBI 3aryIsTHYTh €d B IJ1a3a, HO BEKH JAPAKOHMIIB OKA3aJIUCh TUIOTHO
COMKHYTBL. MOXeT, OHa CO3HaHMe moTepsina’?

Tumapa MesIeHHO TOAHSIIACH:

— Yro %, Tenepb MbI XOTs OBl 3HAaEM, UTO C Hel He Tak. Eciu ynactcst BHITHATh 3Meld, MPOMBITh
PaHbI U 3aIUTUTH OT PEYHON BOJIBI, BOZMOKHO, OHA €Il TOIPABUTCS.

— MBI CMBITH yXKe TOCTaTOYHO Tpsi3H, AaBaiiTe Terneph N30aBUM ee OT 3THX TBapeu, — pelmia
CunnBe.

Tumapa crosiia B Kpyre 3puTeliei, B y)kace, HO He B cuiiax oTBectH 11a3. Korna Jledprpun mar-
HYJI BIIEpe/1 C TOPIIKOM Maciia M KUCThIO, OHa OTBepHYyJach. C TOro MrHOBeHHs1, Kak KpoBb CHHTAphI
TUIECHYNA el Ha im0, TuMapa olryiaia ToJIbKO ee BKyC U 3amax. M Ha cerogHsi ¢ Hee TOYHO XBa-
TUT. 3amMeTuB, uTo CHHTapa JOKXUAAETCS HA KPalo COOpABIIENCs TOMIIBI, OHA TPOTOJIKAIACh K CBOEH
JpaKOHHMIIE.

— He xouy Ha 310 cCMOTpeTh, — mporopopuiia TruMapa THXO. — YBUETb, KaK U3 TeOsI BBHIMOI3AET
O7IHa 3Mesl, yKe OKa3aJIoch HeJIerko, a OHa BHCesIa Ha Tehe COBCeM HeJJoITo. Sl MpocTo He MOTY BUJETh.

CuHTapa MoBepHyJIa ToJIoBy K CBOEH XpaHUTeJbHMIIE. B ee mia3ax 3akpyKUIrCh BOTOBOPOTHI
pacruiaBieHHoi Meau, 1 TuMape BIpYyr MOKa3aaoch, YTO 3TO LEJble 03epa KUAKOTO MeTasia Kpy-
’katcsl Ha (poHe MepIIaloIIel JTa3ypHOU Yelnyu. [IpakoHbH Yaphl, HAMOMHIWIA OHA ce0e, HO He cymera
MIPUCITYIIAThCSI K COOCTBEHHOMY TpeayrnpexaeHuio. OHa mo3Boniuia cede yTOHyTh BO B3IVIsAE, 103~
BOJTMJIA ceOe TIOBEPUTh, YTO BHUMAaHME IPAKOHA IENIAeT ee 3HaYnuTesbHee. EXUIHBIN Tol0COK B TOJIoBe
eXHUJIHO TMOMHTEPECOBAICS, TaK JIM YK OHA 3HauMTeNbHA Ha camoM jene. Ho Tumapa He crana ero
CITyIIaTh.

— TebGe Ha/io OB MOWTH HA OXOTY, — NpeIokia CuHTapa.
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TI/IMapC HE XOTEJIOCh INOKHUIATh JpPaKOHA. Vit ot 31UX HN3YMUTECJIbHBIX MEOHBIX IJIa3 — BCE
PaBHO YTO OCTABUTH TETIO PAIYIITHOTO OUYara B XOJIOAHYIO, BeTpeHyo Houb. OHa Ierisiach 3a apa-
KOHUH B3IVIAL, OTKa3bIBaACh BEPUTH, YTO APAKOHULIA TOHUT €€ ITPOYb.

— 4 rononHa, — Herpomko 3asiBuiia CuHtapa. — He moOynens v st MeHst efibi?

— KoneuHo! — nocnenino oTkiMkHyjack Tumapa, MoKopsisich BOJIE IPAKOHULIBL.

— I'pedpr u [Ixepn HemaBHO ynuii B Jiec, — mpofonkuia CHHTapa COBCEM THXO, CJIOBHO BeTe-
POK TOIYJT HaJl yXOM. — BO3MOXXHO, OHM 3HAIOT XOPOIIIME MecTa /il OXOThl. Bo3MOXHO, Tebe CTouT
MOCJIeIOBATh 32 HUMH.

Otu cioBa ysa3Bwm Tumapy.

— I'pedpry HUKOTIA HE CPABHATHCSI CO MHOW B OXOTHUYbEM MacTepcTBe! — BO3pa3uiia OHa Jipa-
KOHUIIE. — Mse et HYXJbl XOOWUTH 34 HUM.

— U Bce-Takm g coBeTylo TeOe MoiTH, — HacTanBasia CHHTapa.

W Bapyr sta naes nmokasanach TUMape He TaKOM yxk IJIOXOMW. [ ie-To Ha Kpato CO3HAHUS 3aMa-
SI9WIa Ipa3HAIas MbICTb: ey ['pedT 4To-T0 100BUT, OHA MOTJIa ObI 3a0paTh YacTh JOOBIYM, KaK yikKe
KaK-To pa3 mpojesai oH. OHa Tak U He pacIulaTIiach C HUM 3a TY BBIXOJIKY.

— Crynaii, — nogrosnkHysna ee CuHTapa.

U ona nouwna.

Bee npakoHBM XpaHUTENM NMPUBBIKIM AEpXKaTh CHapspKeHWE B jonkax. Hepsamumsocts Pan-
CKaJIsl CTajla eXeJHEBHbIM HcnbiTaHueM sl Tumapsl. Eciu 3agymarbesi, 3TO ke HEYECTHO, UTO e
MIPUXOJUTCS BCE BPEMsI TEPIETh TAKOTO HAllapHUKA U3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA OIIPOMETUMBO COITIACHIIAch C
HUM IUIBITh B IIEPBbIi JeHb. OcTallbHble IOCTOSIHHO MEHSINCh MECTaMu, OHAKO Parickasb He BblKa-
3bIBaJT OHOOHOTO *Kenanus. U ecnu gaxe Tumapa cymeeT yroBOpUTh €ro camoro, BpsiJi JIM KTO-TO
COMIACUTCS TUTBITH ¢ HUM. OH, KOHEYHO, XOPOIIl OO0 M MPEKPaCcHO 3HaeT peky. M Bcerna B OTINY-
HOM HacTpoeHuH. JleByllka nomnsitajach BCIIOMHUTb, BUJIEJIA JIU XOTb pa3 Parckans cepautsiM, HO
He cMoria. OHa ynelOHyIach CBOMM MBICIIM. [la, oH uynakoBar. Ho k 3TO# 4ynakoBaToCTH MOKHO
NpPUBBIKHYTh. TUMapa OTOBMHY/Ia B CTOPOHY MEIIOK C €rO Bel[aMU M MOpPbLIACh B COOCTBEHHOM,
coOupast OXOTHUYBY CHACTH.

Bnamu or B3misna CuHTaps! cTalio jierdye gyMarb O TOM, YTO OHA JejlaeT U noyeMy. Tumapa
TMOHSJIA, YTO JPAaKOHUIIA UcIpoOoBaia Ha Hel Kakue-To yapbl. OIHAKO Jake OCO3HAHHWE 3TOro He
pasBesuio MX 0 KOHIA. Bee paBHO Gojiee BaXHBIX Je cevac HeT, a MsICO, KOHEYHO Ke, JIMIITHUM
He OyzeT — Msico BOOOIIIe JIUIITHUM He ObiBaeT. MeqHoM Mocyie U3BJIeUYeHHs] 3Mel He TIOMEIaeT Mo/-
KpPEenuThCs, 1a 1 MepKkop HaBepHsKa He OTKaXeTcs epeKycuTh. .. Ho, 3akuapiBas MEIIOK Ha IJIevo,
Tumapa 3agymanach, He UILET JIM OHA BCETO JIMIIIb MTPEAJIOT, YTOOBI UCTIOHUTS XKeJIaHUE IPAKOHUIIBL.
JleBy1iKa nosaja rnjaeyaMmy — 4To TOJIKY rafaTh? — ¥ HalpaBWJIach K OIYILKE Jieca.

Bepera pekn JlokIeBbIX Yamo0 HUKOTJAa HE OCTABAIUCH MPEKHUMU U HUKOTAa HE MEHSUTUCh.
[Topoii XpaHUTENN U UX IPAKOHBI JBUTAINCH BJIOJIb XBOMHBIX JIECOB C UX BEYHO3EJIEHBIM KPYKEBOM
nar. Ha cienyroniuii IeHb CTPOMHBIE TEMHO-3€JICHbIE PSI/Ibl MOTJIA CMEHUTHCSI OECKOHEUHBIMH KOJIOH-
HaMU OeJIOCTBOJIbHBIX J€PEBLEB C BBITSHYTHIMH OJNEHBIMU JIUCTHSIMU, BCE BETBU KOTOPBIX OBLIH
YBUTHI LIENKMMHU JIO3aMU U JIMAHAMU, OTATOIIEHHBIMU MO3IHUMU LBETAMHU U 3PEIOIUMHU IJI0JAMHU.
CeronHsi UM OTKpBUICS IMMPOKHUIA 3apoclInii Oeper, BeChb B KaMbIIIaX, YBEHUAHHBIX METEJIKAMH C
MyHIMCTHIMUA ceMeHaMU. HeHaze:xxHasi mouBa 3[1ech COCTOsIa CIUIOLIb U3 MecKa U WA, U €€ MOIJIO
CMBITh CJIEyIOlIee ke HaBoAHeHue. [laiibliie 1 IMIIb HEMHOTHM BBILIE POC JIEC A€PEBbEB-TUTAHTOB C
cepoyi KOpOH M paCKUIUCTBIMU BETBSIMU, TI0/1 KOTOPBIMY 3€MJISl HE IIPOrPEBajiach, BEUHO OCTABAsICh B
TeHu. JlnaHel TommumHON ¢ TumMapy cBeNIMBAIUCh C pa3lalKCTbIX BETBEW, CJIOBHO TOJICTAsl pEeILETKA.

I'pedpt ocraBui B TOMKOM MOYBE OTUETIIMBBIE CIENBI, MATHA MO HUM ObUIO JierKo. Boma yxe
3amnosHsIa rIyOoKue oTnevyarky ero canor. Ciezabl 6ochix Hor [kepn ObUTH He Tak 3aMeTHBI. Tumapa
enBa oOpalana BHUMaHue Ha BTOPOW CJiejl, MOrPY3UBIIMCH B MBICTH O JpakoHuIle. Yem OOsbive
BpeMs M paccTosiHue pasfessiid ux ¢ CUHTapoil, TeM sICHee CTAaHOBMIIUCH €€ COOCTBEHHbBIE MBICIH.
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3auem CuHTapa OTIpaBMIIa ee 32 MsICOM, COMHEHHI He BHI3BIBAJIO — IPAKOHUIIA BEYHO ObLIa FOJIO/IHA.
Tumapa B m000M ciydae coOMpanach MOOXOTHTHCS U HUYYTh HE BO3pakasla MPOTHUB MOPYYEHHUS.
Heckomnbko cuibHee 03a1auvBall BOMPOC, 3a4eM Obl JIPAKOHHUIE TPATUTh CHJIBI, 3a4apOBbIBasl €e.
Panbllle oHa HUKOIZA Tak He Jefaga. 3HAYMT JIM 3TO, YTO Telepb OHAa LIEHUT THUMapy BBIIIE, YeM
npexze?

MBblIcib JierKasi, CJIOBHO KaMBIIIOBBIH ITyX, BIUIBUIA B €€ pa3yM.

— Moxer, paHblile OHa HE MOTJIa UCTIOb30BaTh Yapbl. MOXeT, OHa CTAHOBHUTCSI CHJIbHEE, TTPU-
YeM He TOJIbKO TEeJIECHO, U UCTIBITBIBAET CeOsl.

Otu cioa Tumapa nporenrana Beayx. [IpuHaanexana v MbICTb €id caMOl, UM Ha KPATKUA
MUT ee KOCHYJICSI pa3yMOM KTO-TO M3 JpakoHOB? Bompoc ObUT CTONB ke TPEBOXKHBIM, KaK U cama
Mbicib. Heyxenn CuHTapa oBjajieBaeT HOBBIMU CHUJIAMH U3 TeX, UTO JIETeH bl TPUTHCHIBAIOT IPAKO-
HaMm? A ocrtaibHble Toxe? W ecnm Tak, TO Kak OHM BOCIOJIB3YIOTCSI CBOMMH criocooHocTsmu? He
OCJIETISIT JIU OHY XPaHUTEN N yapaMu, PEBPaTUB UX B IOKOPHBIX paboB?

—ITO IEUCTBYET He TaK. borblle moxoxe Ha To, KaK MaTh HAIIPABJISIET CBOEHPABHOTO peOeHKA.

N cHoBa Tumapa npousHecna 3TH ciioBa BeiyX. OHa OCTaHOBMIJIACh y CaMOW KPOMKH Jieca U
SIPOCTHO 3aTpsic/ia TOJIOBOM, OTYErO TEMHbIE KOCHI XJIECTHYJIU 10 1iee. MeJKue TaarucMaHbl U OyCHUHBI,
BIUIETEHHBIE B BOJIOCHI, 3arpeMeJTH.

— Ipekparu! — npommnesna oHa ToMy, KTo Obl HU BTOpPrcs B ee pasyM. — OcTaBb MeHsI B TIOKoe !

He camoe myopoe peuieriue, HO 86100 3a MOOOT, UEN08EK.

W npricyTcTBHE MOKUHYJIO €€, CJIOBHO C TOJIOBBI U TUIEY CACPHYIIU MPO3PAuHyI0 HAKUAKY.

— Kro TBI? — pe3ko cnpocuiia oHa.

Ho xem Ob1 oH HU ObL1, OH yke yien. Moxer, Mepkop?

— C aT0ro Bompoca CTousIo Ha4aTh, — mpodopmotana Tumapa ceGe o HOC, BXO/s MO/ TEMHBIN
TOJIOT JIeca.

B nonmympake crien I'pedpra BUgHENCS yxke HEe TaK YETKO, HO OH BCE PABHO OCTABJISLIT MHOXKeE-
CTBO MPHUMET. A TIPOi/Is ele HeMHoro, Tumapa Moriia yke He yTpykaaTh ce0st mouckamu. OHa ycbl-
nrana rosioc I'pedra, X0t c1oB 66110 He pa3oOpath. Emy otBetw apyroit. [Ixepn, noHsa Tumapa.
JlomkHO OBITH, OHM OXOTsATCSI BMecTe. OHa 3amMe JTiIa IIar, JBUrasich Kak MOKHO THIIIE, & TaM ¥ BOBCE
OCTaHOBUJIACK.

CuHTapa ax HacTanBajia Ha ToM, 4YToOsl Tumapa mpocieansa 3a Humu. Ho 3auem? OHa Bapyr
U3PSTHO CMYTHJIACh. YUTO OHM MOAYMAIOT, €CJIM OHA BJIPYT BBICKOUUT Ha HUX ? YTo nomymaet xepa?
He pemur mu I'pedr, Oyaro Tumapa takum 06pa3oM MpU3HAET ero MpeBOCXOACTBO KaK OXOTHHUKA?
Tumapa B300panach Ha IepeBO U MPUHSIIACH IepeOnpaThCs C BETKU Ha BETKY. JII0OOMBITHO, KOHEYHO,
yCries JIU OH YTO-HUOYAb JOOBITh, M €CJIH JIa, TO YT0 MMeHHO. OTHaKO el BOBCE He XOUETCs, YTOObI
OHM Y3HAJIM O €€ MPHUCYTCTBHUU. Ternepb roioca XpaHuTesel CIABIIAINCh OTYETINBEE, YraJablBaIUCh
Jake OTaebHbIe CcrioBa. [kepr ckaszalia, 4To OHa «He MOHSIa», U B €€ ToJI0ce CIbIIaICs rHeB. [onoc
I'pedpra ObLT HUKE, U pa300paTh CIOBA OKa3aloch TpyaHee. THMapa yciplnana, Kak OH MPOU3HEC:
«Jlxecc BOBce HE IJIOXOH YesloBeK, MYCTh Jake OH...», HO OCTaToK (hpasbl MPO3BYYAsl CIMIIKOM
tixo. OHa nofKpaachk omke, moomaromapu Ca 3a YepHbIe KOI'TH, KOTOPHIME TITyOOKO BIMBAJIACH
B CKOJIB3KYIO KOopy. TrMapa nepeOpaiiach ¢ iepeBa Ha JepeBO, C OHOM TOJICTOM BETKU Ha APYTYIO, U
BIIPYT OKazajach npsimo Haj xepn u I'pedprom.

OnHu BOBce HE OXOTWJIHCh. U Bpsi i oXOTUIHCh 10 Toro. Pasymy Tumapsl motpedoBasioch
HEMaJIo BpeMeHH, YTOObl OCO3HATh, UTO UMEHHO BUAAT ee r1aza. O0a, ['pedpt u dxepa, Obum 0OHa-
JKEHBI U JIKAJIH PSABIIIKOM Ha ofiesiie. COpoIIeHHas ofiesk/1a BUCena Ha Onvkalmx Kycrax. Yenrys
I'pedpra ObuTa cHHEl 1 IOKpBIBaJIa Kyaa OoJbllie TOBEPXHOCTH €ro Teja, yeM npeanonarana Tumapa.
OH JieHuBO 3aMep nosyJsieka, CIMHON K Hel, U B JIECHOM TOJTyMpaKke HallOMUHAJT OTPOMHYIO SIIIe-
PHILY, BHICMATPUBAIOIIYIO ce0e MECTEUKO Ha CONHBIIIKe. CKyIHBIN CBET OOPUCOBBIBAJI €I0 CTPOHOE
Oeapo U HOTY JIO KOJIeHa.
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Jlxepn pacnionioxunack K Hemy oM. OHa Jiexana Ha JKMBOTe, YCTPOUB MOAOOPOOK Ha CKpe-
IIeHHble pyKH. Ee rycThie cBeT/Ibie BOJOCH ObUIM B3BEPOIIEHH cribHee oObrHOro. Pyka I'pedpra
MOKOMJIaCh Ha ee OOHaxkeHHOM Iuteue. Y [Ixepn Obuto JUIMHHOE CTPOWHOE TeJo, a TIOJIOCKA 3eJIeHO-
BaThIX YEIlyeK BJIOJb NMO3BOHOUHMKA BHE3AIMHO MoKa3ayiack Tumape oueHb KpacuBor. OHa mooiec-
KMBaja B TYCKJIOM CBeTe, OyITO M3YMpYIHbIA pydeek, cOeraomuii o cnuae. Horu [Ixxepn Obuiu
COrHyThbl B KOJICHAX, X1 OHA IIOKAYMBaJla UMW B BO3AYXC, IEMOHCTPHUPYA I'yCTO ITOKPBITHIC qemyeﬁ
JIOABI)KKH M CTYITHH.

— Kak THI BOOOIIIE MOT TIpeIOKUTh Takoe? — oTBeTwIa oHa ['pedpty. — MHl ke mooOemman
chenaTh Kak pa3 oopartHoe!

OH noxan oOHaKEeHHBIM IIJIEYOM, OTUYETO CBET MPOOEKal IO ero CIMHE CBepKalolien carndu-
POBOI BOJTHOM.

— 51 emoTpio Ha esto uHavye. Hu ouiH XpaHuTeb He B3suT ceOe 3Ty IpakoHuily. HukTo ¢ Helo He
csi3ad. OHa noutu MepTBa. Korma oHa ymper, Ipyrue ApakoHbl CMOTYT CheCTb €€, YTOOBl HEMHOTO
MOAKPENUTHCA U, MOXKET, IIOJTy4YUTh apy BocniomrHanuii. Ho eciu yuects, Hackosbko MeqHas Tyna,
efBa Jiu oHU BooOIe OymyT. OHAKO ke, eClIM MBI CyMeeM yOeTuTh IPAKOHOB U OHUM OTAAAYT HaM
ee TeJIO WX XOTs Obl YacTh, [I’Kecc CMOXET BBIPYUYHTh 32 HETO KPYIVIEHBKYIO CYMMY, KOTOpast pH-
TOIMTCS BCEM HaM.

— Ho 310 *)€ He...

— IMoronu. [Jait MHe JOrOBOPHUTD.

OH npmkan nasen K ryoam [xepa, oOpbiBasi ee Bo3paxkeHusl. Ta ¢ BO3MyIlleHHeM OTIpsIHYJIA,
Ho ['pedT TONbKO 3acmesiics. Habmonaroras 3a HuMu TruMapa HUKaK He MOIJIa PeIluTh, YTO MOTPsI-
caeT ee CUJIbHEe: MX Harorta wim teMa oecenpl. OHM MOTITM 3aHUMAThCS 3/1€Ch TOJIBKO OMHUM. TOJNBKO
omHuM 3arnpeTHbIM fesioM. Ho [kepn Obuta pa3zapakeHa, oHa Jaxe 3muiach Ha ['pedpra u Bce xe
nexana psaom ¢ HuM. KOHomma B35t ee 32 onOOPOAOK ¥ MOBEPHYJI JIUIIOM K cebe.

Ona ockanmiach Ha HEero, a OH OTKPOBEHHO PacXOXOTaJICS:

— Tb1 BpemeHaMu Takol peGeHOK !

— CoBceM HeJaBHO ThI OOpaInacs co MHOW BOBCE HE Kak ¢ peOeHKOM !

— 3Haio.

OH oryaani pyKoi ee el U CKOMb3HYJ Mo KUBOT. KocHyrncst rpyau, u ockain Jxepn mnpe-
BpaTWICS B KaKylO-TO OCOOEGHHYIO YJIBIOKY, OHA MOTSIHYJIach, MOTUPasich O JajoHb ['pedra. Ucmyr
Y CTpaHHBIA TperieT oxBaTwim Tumapy. [IpixaHue 3amepso B ropie. Heyxenu 1o u ecTb TO, 4yeMm
kaxercsi? OHa Bcerja Aymala, YTo COUTHE JOCTYITHO TOJIBKO B3POCIIBIM, PUUYEM TeM, KOMY MOCUYacT-
JIMBUJIOCH UMETh HOpMaJIbHBIE Tesla. U BOT ceifuac, moka oHa HaOmonana, Kak JIxepn Tpercst 00 pyky
I'pedpra, B Hell meBeTbHYIACH HETIPUBBIYHAS 3aBHCTD. [IKepa sIBHO IPOCTO B35UIa, YTO XOTesa, cama.
W, moxert, Bce Hadan ['pedt, oOManyB ee wim npuHyaus cutori? Het. B3misia, KOTOPHIM TOJBKO
4yTo omapuia ero Jxepa, ObUT CIMIIKOM YK MOHUMAIONMM. TpeBoXkaIuil xKap 3aTeIuIICcs B Telie
Tumapbl. OTBEpHYTbCSI OHAa HE MOTJIA.

I'pedr, moxoske, HaMPOYb 3a0bLT, O YEM TOBOPHIL.

— Tak Ha 4em Thl OCTAaHOBWJICSI? — BHE3AITHO OTCTPAHUBIIKCH OT Hero, crpocuia Ixepn. —
HackospKo 51 IoHs11a, ThI IBITAJICS ONIPABAATh MPOJAKY APAKOHbEW IJIOTU NAPUIMBBIM KaJcUIuiIam?

IOHoIma pa3ovyapoBaHHO XMBIKHYJI, a 3aTeM yOpasl pyKy.

— 4 nelTancyg O6'bHCHI/ITI), YTO HaAM HOH&IIOGHTCH JEHbI'U, ‘ITO6bI OCyHIECTBUTb MOIO MEUTY, —
OTO3BAJICS OH XPUIUIOBATO. — V1 MHE COBEpIIIEHHO BCE PaBHO, OTKYAA 3TH JIeHbI'M Bo3bMyTcs. Ho s
TOYHO 3Halo, rac ux HET. Hun TOProBUbI Vnaqﬂoro, HU TOProBLbI I[O)KI[GBI)IX IL‘ElIIIO6 HE CTaHYT IIOMO-
raTb HaM CTPOUTh COOCTBEHHbIN ropod. M e u apyrue npesupaioT Hac. OHU ObLTH pajibl CIUIABUTD
Hac u3 Tpexora, 11a eie 1 3a00HO ¢ ApakoHaMu. OHM HE KIYT HAIIero BO3BPAILECHUsS W HE BEpAT,
YTO MBI BLKUBEM. A €CJIA MBI U BIPAMbBb OTBILIEM KCHLCI/IHpr, HCYXKEJIM Thl JyMacllb, YTO OHU IIPH-
3HatoT ropoa Hammm? Her, Ixepn! Eciu Mbl Haiinem KenbCcHHIpy 1 eciii TaM COXpaHUIUCh KaKue-
HUOYb cokpoBuia Crapimx, Oblock 00 3aKJIajl, TOProBIBI Cpa3y ke 3asBIT Ha HUX IpaBa. S Buaen
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KanuTtaHa JleprpruHa 3a paGoTOM: OH BHIUEPUMBAII HA KapTe MPOAETaHHBIA HaMU MyTh. it 9TOTO Yy
HEro MOXeT OBITh JIUIIIh OHA TPUYMHA. Tak YTO CTOUT HAM HAWUTH YTO-HUOY/b IIEHHOE, KaK OH Bep-
Hetcsl B Tpexor U U3BECTUT TOProBiieB. M Te y3HaT, Kak 0 Hac H00paThcsl, YTOOBI OTHSITH HAIIN
COKpoBHIIa. MbI e CHOBA OKaXeMCsl JIMITHUMU, HEHY)KHBIMU, OTBEP:KeHHbIMU. [laxe eciu mbl He
HaiiJleM HAYero, KpoMe KJIOYKa CYIIH, Ha KOTOPOM CMOTYT MOCEIUTbCS IPAKOHbI, Mbl HE OKAKEMCS
B Oe3omacHocTy. Kak gaBHO yxke TOProBlbl MIIMYT MaxoTHble 3eMun? [lake 9To OHU y HacC OTOepyT.
[TosTomMy MBI TOJOKHBI QyMath Hariepea. Bce Mbl 3Haem, uro Onmarononyuue Kaccapuka u Tpexora
3aBUCHUT OT BHEIIIHeW TOproryid. OHU OTKaNbIBaOT COKpoBuUIla CTapIivx 1 MPoAaI0T Yepe3 TOProBIIeB
Vnaunoro. OHU He B COCTOSIHMM TMPOKOPMHUTH ceOs1. be3 Haxomok Bce pa3BasIMIOCh Obl €llle MHOTO
net Hazaa. Ho uto mocranercs Ham? Hudero! Bo3aMoxkHO, eciii Mbl 0OHApYKUM TBEPIYIO 3€MITIO, TO
CMOEM TOCTPOUTDb TaM XUJbe il ceOst U cBoux AeTedl. Ho maske ecim Mbl 3aXOTHM BCETO JIMIIIb
YTO-HUOY/Ib BBIPAIMBATE, HAM OYIYT HYKHBI CEMEHA ¥l MHCTPYMEHTHI. BynyT HyxHbI fomMa. U OymyTt
HYKHBI JIEHBI'M, 3BOHKAsi MOHETA, YTOOBI KYITUTh BCE HEOOXOIMMOE.

V Tumapsl ronoBa nuia kpyrom. Heyxenu I'pedT roBoput o ropose /yisi XpaHUTEIeU U UX
apakoHoB? O Oynyiem Juis HUX, OyayiieM, He cBsizaHHOM ¢ Tpexorom min Kaccapukom? Bynymem
¢ aetbMu? C MyXbsIMU U keHamu? DTO HEBepOsATHO, HeMbiciuMo! He 3ayMbiBasich 0 BO3MOKHBIX
MOCIIeICTBHAX, TUMapa pacryiactanach Ha BETKE ¥ MOAMOI3IIA ere OIvke.

— Huuero He momyuuntcs, — npeHeOpexuTeabHo oTMaxHyaach [xepn. — Kakoe Ob1 MecTo Thi
HU BBIOpaJT ISl TOPO/Ia, OHO BCE PAaBHO OKAKETCs CIMIIKOM JJJIeKO OT pekH. [la u KTo 3axouer ¢
HaMU TOProBaTh?

— IIxepn, Tel BpeMeHamu Takoi pedeHok ! Her, moroau, He cMOTpr Ha MeHs Tak. Thl B 3TOM He
BrUHOBaTa. Thl He BUJENA B )KU3HU HUYEro, KpoMe JloxkaeBbix yamo0. S u cam BeIOMpacs 3a X mpe-
JeJIbl BCEeTO Tapy pas, HO s XOTs Obl YUTAJT O MUPE BOKPYT. V1 HAIll OXOTHHK — YeJIOBEK 00pa30BaHHbIM.
VY Hero umerorcs Koe-Kakue uieu, [lxepl, 1 OH BUIUT KapTuHy LienvkoM. Korga oH paccykiaer, Bce
oOpeTaeT sICHBIT cMBICT. $1 Becerya mogo3peBall, YTo BOZMOKHO JOOUTHCS I ceOsl JPYyrou KU3HH,
MIPOCTO He 3HA Kak. J[’ecc TOBOPUT, B MEHSsI CJIUIIIKOM JO0JIT0 BIAIOIMBAJIN MPAaBUJIa U 51 3a0bUI, YTO
9TO BCEro JIMIIb ITPaBUIa, BbIlyMaHHbIe JToapMu. Ho eciiv oHY JIIoau MOTYT BbIIyMbIBAaTh ITPaBUJIa,
TO JIpyTHe MOTYT MX U3MEHATh. VI Mbl MX M3MeHUM. MBI BOBce He 0OsI3aHbl KUTh TaK, a He UHAYe,
MOTOMY YTO «TaK ObLIO Bcerga». Mbl MOXEM pa3opBaTh 3TOT KPYT, €C/IM HaM JOCTaHeT XpaOpOCTH.
Bzsath x0T ObI 1pakoHOB. OHU TIOMHSAT, KAKUM OBUT MUP BO BPEMEHA UX BJIaBIYeCTBA, U CIUTAIOT,
YTO TaK Oyaer u Brpeab. Ho Mbl BOBce He 00s13aHbI MPEJOCTABISATh UM TaKylo BiacTb. Bee oHu mpe-
KpacHo oboiayTcs u 6e3 Tena MeaHou, koraa ta ympeT. it HUX 9TO IPOCTO MsICO, & MBI KOPMHM HX
BIOBOJIb. Tak 4TO B KAKOM-TO CMBICJIE OHU OOsI3aHBl HAM €r0 OT/aTh, OCOOEHHO €CIIH YUeCTh, KaKylo
1osb3y OHO IpuHeceT. C TeMH AeHbraMy, KaKue MOKHO BBIPYUYMTH 3a TPYI, Mbl 3aJI0KHM OCHOBBI
JIydIIied KU3HU ISl BCEX HAC, BKJOYAsl caMuX JpakoHOB! Ecim TONBKO HaM JOCTaHET XpaOpocTH
M3MEHUTDb TIPABIJIA U XOTs ObI /151 Pa3HOOOpa3us OCTYNUTh TaK, KaK JIydIle 1Jis HaC BCeX.

Tumapa MouTH BOOUMIO BHUJEJIa CKQ30YHbIE KapPTHHBI, TIOPOXICHHBIE BooOpakeHueM [ 'pedra.
MpauHasi ycMeIllka Ha ero Jiviie Tpe/Belaia nooeay Haj JaBHUMHU YHUKEHUSIMU U HEeCpaBeJTu-
BOCTSIMU.

— JI;xecc TOBOPUT, €CIM y TeOs €CTh AEHBIHU, JII0OOH CTaHeT ¢ TOOOI TOproBaTh. A eClii BpeMst
OT BpeMeHH y Hac OyJeT HeKUi peqJailinii, YHUKaJIbHBII TOBAp, KAKOTro HUTJe OOJble He JOCTaTh,
TO BCEerJa HalayTCs JIIOAU, TOTOBBIE MpUEXaTh K HaM, HEB3Upasi Ha TPYIHOCTU myTH. OHU TIpUEyT U
3aIIaTAT CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO MBI TOTPeOyeM.

Jxepn mepekaruiaach Ha OOK, YTOOBI TIOCMOTpPETh €My B JIMIIO. B monympake cepeOpucTbie
WCKpHI B €€ Ila3ax cBepkaiu sipue. OHa Ka3ajlaCh BCTPEBOKEHHOM.

— [Noronu. Tel npenaraenis U Janielile TOProBaTh Kyckamu JpakoHbux Ten? He Tonbko oguH
pas, ceiiyac, ecii MeJHasl JIPAaKOHWIIA BCe-TaKW YMpET, HO M B OyaymeM? DTo ke HelpaBUIIbHO,
I'pedpr! A ecm s1 mpeasioxky mpoaaTh TBOIO KPOBb WIIM KOCTU? A €CJiv JPaKOHBI CTAaHYT MPUKU/IBIBATH,
HE CTOWT JIM PACTUTh HA MSICO HAIIIUX JieTen?
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— Byner e tak! BoBce He 00s13aTenibHO Bee Tak oOepHeTcs. Thl mpeacTaBiisienib 1eji0 B Hau-
Xy/LIEM CBETE.

OH cHOBa NPOTSAHYI K HEH PYKY, Jlackas, ycriokausasi. Oriaini najibliaMy 110 I1JIevy 10 JIOKTS
1 00paTHO. 3aTeM CKOJIb3HYJ BHU3 T10 I1iee, MEAJICHHO CIYCTHJICS K KUBOTY. ['pynb [Ikepn nporHyia
OT PEe3KOro BJOXa.

— JlpakoHbl cO BpeMeHeM NoiMyT. HeckompKo derryek, Kareiabka KPOBH, OOPE30K KOITS.
Hwudero takoro, yro noBpeauio 6ul M. 1 nHOT oA, M3peaka, YTo-HUOYIb MOOOJIbIIE, MOXKET, 3y0 WIn
I71a3, B3SITHIN y JPAKOHA, KOTOPBIA BCEe PaBHO BOT-BOT YMpET... TOJNBKO HE YacTo, YTOOBI PEAKOCTH
HE CTaJIU IOBCEHEBHOCTHIO. DTO HUKOMY HE MPUHECET IOJIb3bI.

— MHe Bce 3T0 He HpaBUTCsI, — OTKPOBEHHO cooOmiia JIxepa 1 OTONBUHYJIACh OT €ro UIIyIien
pyku. — M1 coMHeBaoCh, YTO 3TO MOHPABUTCS KOMY-TO U3 IpakoHOB. Kak Hacuet Kano? Tsl nogenuiics
CBOMM 3aMBICJIOM C COOCTBEHHBIM JpakoHOM? M Kak OH ero BOCHIpUHSLI?

I'pedr nosxkain mieyamu.

— OH He onoOpwi1, — mpu3HaI oH. — CKasall, 4To CKopee yObeT MeHs1, ueM AOMmycTuT Takoe. Ho
OH yrpoXaeT MeHsl YOUTb 10 HECKOJIbKY pa3 Ha JHIO. [IpocTo OH Tak BbIpakaeT HeJOBOIbLCTBO, KOTAA
YTO-TO UJIET MHaue, yeM emy xodercs. Ho oH 3Haet, uTo eMy Jocrasics Jydiuii u3 Xxpanuresnen. Tak
YTO OH YIpOKaeT, HO TEPIUT MeHs. [lymMaio, co BpeMeHeM Jla)ke OH OCO3HAeT BCI0 MYIPOCTb 3TOW
ujieu.

— CommneBaiock. [lo-moemy, oH Tebst yOber, — Bo3pasmia [kepn pOBHBIM TOHOM, CO BCE
CEepPbE3HOCTBIO M YBEPEHHOCTBIO B COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOBAX.

Otseuas ['pedpry, OHa MOTsAHYNACh, OKMHYJA B3MJIIOM COOCTBEHHYIO TPYab, ITPOBEIa PyKOM
IO JIEBOMY COCKY, KaK Oy/ITO 4TO-TO CMaxHyJa. B3risi 10HOIM crieioBa 3a ee pyKoil.

— Mozxer, 10 3TOro BOBCE M HE AOMIET, — YCTYIMII OH, M TOJIOC €ro cAesascs Huxe. — Moxer,
Mbl HaiiieM KenbcHHIpy u oHa okaxercs nosiHa cokposul Ctapiumx. Eciy Mbl OThIIEM KJlall, HaM
MIPUJETCS YAOCTOBEPUTHCS, YTO BCE MPU3HAIOT HAIIIM IpaBa Ha Hero. Tpexor monsITaeTcs ero mnpu-
CBOMTh, MOKHO HE COMHEBAThCS. YJAUHbIN 3aX0UET, YTOObI COKPOBHIIIA TIEPENPOABAIN Yepe3 Hero.
MBp1 elnie ycIbIiMM OT HUX BCe TO ke camoe: «Tak 3aBegeHo». Ho MBI-TO ¢ TOOOH MOHUMAaeM, 4To
BOBCE He 00s13aTeJIbHO, YTOOBI TaK MPOJAOIKAIOCH M BIpeab. VI Mbl IOJKHBI OBITh TOTOBBI K TOMY,
YTOOBI 3aIUTUTh CBOE OyIyIee OT UX 3arpeOyImx Jiar.

J’kepa OTKUHYJIA C JIMLA CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI:

—I'pedr, ThI IUIETEIIL U3 IPe3 TaKylo uyaecHylo naytuHy! Trl paccysxkaaenib Tak, OyATo HAC TYT
COTHH YeJIOBEK, UIIYIIHX MTPUCTAHUINA, A He KaJIKasi FOPCTKa, YyTh OOJIbIIIe TI0KUHBIL. Thl TOBOPHUIIIb
«3alUTHTH cBoe Oyayinee». Kakoe Oyaymee? Hac ciumkom maso. B mydiem ciydae Mbl MOXeM
HAJIeAThCSl HA CHOCHYIO KM3Hb 1JIsl HAC caMMX. MHe HpaBUTCS XOJl TBOMX MBICJIEH, TIOUTH BCErAa,
KOTJa Thl paccCykAaellb O HOBBIX MpaBHJIaxX Ui HOBOW ku3HHW. Ho mopo#l Tel MOXox Ha peOeHKa,
320aBJISIOIIErOCs C AEPEBIHHBIMU UTPYIIIKAMU M Ha3bIBAIOIIETO X CBOMM KOPOJIEBCTBOM.

— PasBe 310 mnoxo? To, 4to st XoTen Obl cTaTh KOPOJieM? — CIIPOCKJT OH, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HaOOK,
Y YABIOHYJICS 3araIOUHO. — A KOPOJTI0 MOXKET TIOHAI00MThCSI KOPOJIeBa.

— TeGe HuKOTAA HE CTaTh KOPOJIEM, — CYpOBO OTpe3ajia OHa, M B TOJIOCE ee 3ByJasio rpeHeope-
KEHHUE.

OpnHako ee pyKy TOBOPHJIM, YTO OCYKAEHHE Ha CJIOBaX ObLJIO HEUCKpeHHUM. TuMapa ¢ u3ymuie-
HHUeM HaOmonana, kak [xepn cxBaruna I'pedpra 3a muieun oOenmu pykamu 1 epeKaTriach Ha CITUHY,
yBJIEKasl ero 3a COOOH.

— XBarur OOJITOBHU, — OOBSIBIJIA OHA.

OpnHOM pyKo# OHa 0OXBaTHJIa IOHOIITY 3a IIeI0, 3ACTaBUJIa €r0 HAKJIOHUTHCS OJTHKe.

Tumapa cmorpena.

XoTs He codrpasiack 3Toro aesatb. OHa BoBce He perasia octatbesi. Ho Kortu riryboko BIMIIHCH
B JIPEBECHYIO KOpY, yaepkuBas ee Ha mecte. Haxmypus OpoBu, Tumapa cmoTpena Bo Bce I71a3a, He
oOpariasi BHUMaHHUsI HA HACEKOMBIX, OOHAPYKHBIIHX €€ U Terlepb I'yAEBIINX BOKPYT.
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Omna BuJena, Kak COBOKYIUISIIOTCS JKMBOTHbIE, KaK caMell IITHULIb ToITYeT caMKy. [Tocse Heckosnb-
KMX MOPBIBUCTBIX IBMKEHUI U TpereTa BCE BCKOPE 3aKaHUMBAJIOCh, U MOPOM Ka3ajoCh, YTO caMKa
elBa 3amevaeT mpoucxofsiee. Ponutenu HUKorna He roBopuiv ¢ TuMapoii 00 3TOi CTOpOHE KU3HH,
TIOCKOJIBKY /17151 Hee M el IOIOOHBIX OHA 3ampeTHa. Besikoe oOO0MBITCTBO HAa 9Ty TeMy CypOBO TIpe-
cekasiock. [lake ee 060xkaeMblii OTell mpeaynpexaat: «Tebe MoryT BCTpeTUThCSI MyKUMHbI, KOTOpbIE
TMOMBITAIOTCS 37I0YOTPEOUTh TBOMM PACIONIOKEHUEM, MTPEKPACHO MOHMMAsI, UYTO XOTAT 3alPETHOTO.
He noBepsiit MykuuHe, ey OH JI0OMBaeTcsl OOMBIIEro, YeM pyKorokarie npu Bcrpede. Toryac xe
YXOIU U PACCKAKU MHE».

N Tumapa Bepuiia otiy. Benpb OH ke ee oTern, OH X04eT, Kak Jyyie a1 Hee. Hukro He nocsa-
TaeTcs K Hell. BceM M3BECTHO: eciiM YesloBeK, CHJIbHO OTMeUeHHbIN {0k /IeBbIMU JarmoOamu, mpo-
M3BOJIUT HA CBET JIeTel, OHM JIMOO POXKAAIOTCS HACTOSIIIUMH ypPOAaMH, JTMOO TIPOCTO HE CIIOCOOHBI
BBIKMTH. TakKMM, Kak OHa, HET CMBbICJIa BCTYNATh B OTHOLIEeHUs. [Inia, KOTopylo OHa ChecCT 3a Bpems
OepeMEHHOCTH, TTOKa HE CMOXET OXOTUTBHCS MJTM COOMPATh IUIONBI, TPYAHOCTH, OKUIAIONINE €€ TeJIO
MIpY POXKJCHUM Ha CBET peOeHKa, KOTOPBIM MOYTH HaBepHsIKa ymper... Her! 3amachl B JJOKIEBBIX
yaro0ax BCeria OCTaBAIUCh CKY/IHBI, a )KU3Hb — TsKeaa. HUKTo He BrpaBe TpaTTh, HE MPOM3BO/S.
Y TOproBueB Tak HE IPUHATO.

Bor tonbko orter; Hapymma 310 npaBuwio. OH pUCKHY/T pagu Hee, MOHA/IesBIIMCh, YTO OHA
CyMeeT TSHYTh CBOWO JAMKY. M oHa cnpaBuiack. Tak, BO3MOKHO, IpaBWjla HE BCErJa HENorpe-
mmmsl. .. Heyxenu npas I'pedpt? Bo3MoxHO s11, 4TOOBI JII0OBIE MTpaBWiIa, MPUIYMaHHbIE OTHUMHU
JOBMHU, IpyTHie MOTJIA U3MeHUTh? MOKeT, OHM He HACTOJIBKO 00sI3aTeIIbHBI, KAK OHA TIPUBBIKJIA CUH-
Tarb?

[Mapouka mox nepeBoMm, MoxXoxe, BOOOIIe He TyMalla HM O KakuX MpaBuiax. M no-suaumomy,
UM TpeOOBAIOCh ropasfo Oobllle BpeMEHH, YeM crapuBalonmMcs nturaM. OHU MOCTaHBIBAJIH,
HErpOMKO BCKPHKHUBAJIM OT HACTAXKJICHUsI, OTUero y TuMapsl 1o crivHe rmpoderayim Mypamku. Koraa
Jxepn BbIrHYJIach ayroi, a ['pedpt npuHsics MeIjIeHHO 1eJ0BaTh ee Ipyau, OTO3BAJIOCh BCE TEJIO
Tumapsl, npuBes ee B U3yMJIeHue U cMsATeHre. CBeT MepLAIIMMU BOJTHAMU OMBIBAJI YelTyiluaThie
TeJa, ABUTaoIIMecs B eiuHoM putme. ['pedt Omiics o xepn Bcem TesioM U, Ka3aaoch Obl, HE MOT
HE TIPUYMHSATH eil O0Jb, OIHAKO JEBYIIKA JIMIIb U3BUBAJIACH MO/l HUM, ITOTOM BIpPYT CTUCHYJA €ro
SITOIUILIBI U, ellie OJvKe TMPUTSHYB K ce0e, 3amepiia. A 3aTeM MPUITYIIEHHO 3aCTOHAA.

MrHoBenuem nozxe ['pedpt 0oOMsik noBepx Hee. Eie 1oaro oHM jexanu Tak, He IIEBESCh.
Tsoxenoe 1pIxaHue IHOLIM MTOCTETIEHHO BHIPOBHSIOCh. OH MOBEPHYII TOJIOBY U ClIEerKa MPUIIOAHSIICS
Ha pykax, HaBucas Haj Ixepa. Ta, B cBOO ouepenb, JISHUBO MPOTSIHYNA PYKY, YTOOBI yOpaTh C I71a3
Nps¥ MPOTNIOTEBIIMX Bosioc. OHa MeIUIeHHO YIbIOHYach, I/ BBEpX, Ha Hero. U BOpyT ee riasa
HIMPOKO PaCMaxHyJIUCh, B3MJIsA CKOIb3HYJ MuMo ['pedpra u ynepcsi B Tumapy. [xxepa BCKpUKHYJIa U
3aro3JaJ10 CXBAaTHJIACh 32 COPOIIEHHYIO OEXKTY.

— B yem neno? — TpeGoBaTeNBLHO CIPOCHIT €€ JIIDOOBHHK, CKATHIBASICh C HEe U MOAHUMAsT B3IJISI]
K HeOy.

Ho Tumapa Oblna yxe B ABYX JepeBbsX OT HUX M Oexana nambiie. OHa mepenpsiruBaia C
BETKU Ha BETKY, IPOBOPHasi, CJIOBHO sepuua. C3aau noHeccs ronoc Jxepn, B3/eTeBIINI B THEBHOW
*kanobe, a 3aTeM ee ommapui cmex ['pedra.

— BeposiTHO, OHa HUKOTI/Ia HE OCMEJUTCS Ha OOJIbIliee, YeM CMOTPETh, — 3BYYHO 3aKJIIOUMIT OH,
u Tumapa He coMHeBaJIaCh, UTO TU CJIOBA MTPEJHA3HAYAINCH 1] HEe.

Omna 6exaina, a ce3bl KIJIM e 171a3a, U CepALIe TSHKENIO TPOXOTAJIO B IPY/IH.

Cenpuk cTosi1 B oiMHOUYECTBE Ha naytyoe «CmomnsHoro» u rsen Ha 6eper. He Obuto nmoxoxe,
YTOOBI KTO-HUOYIb COOMpAJICsS CErogHs OTMpaBiAThCs Aajbine. Bmecto atoro Jledrpun cyeruscs
HaJ] UCXOASIIMM I1apOM BEAPOM, TOTOBS KAKOE-TO CHa/I00be 1151 IpakoHOB. CepuK BCTPEBOKUJICS,
YBUJIEB, YTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO JPAKOHOB M MX XpaHUTEJIel cOOpaIMCh BOKPYT JieKaBIleld HUIKoM Men-
Houi. OH HU B YeM He BUHOBAT. JKMBOTHOE OBbUIO OOJIBHBIM YK€ TOT/Ia, KOT/Ia OH BIIEPBBIE €r0 YBU/IEI.
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Cenpuk B OeCIIOKOMCTBE rajal, He OCTABWJI JIM TaM KaKuX-HUOyab clieioB. OH BOBCe HE XOTeJ MpH-
YUHUTDH €ﬁ Bpen — TOJIBKO B34Th TO, B UEM TaK OTUYAsIHHO Hy)KIIEUICH.

— IIpocTtH, — mpoOOPMOTAJT OH THUXO, CaM He 3Has, Iepe]] KeM N3BUHSIeTCS.

JlepTpuH nmprcoeAMHWICS K XPaHUTEISIM, CIPYJUBIIMMCST BOKPYT OOJIbHOM JpakoHuUIbl. Cen-
PHIKY He ObLJIO BUIHO, YTO OHU JieNaioT Terepb. OHa MepTBa? XpaHUTEHN U APYTUE TPAKOHBI CTOSIIN
IUIOTHOM cTeHOU. YeM oHU TaMm 3aHUMAaloTCs?

BuezanHo Ceipyik BCKpUKHYIT M COTHYJICSI BIJBOE, JAeprKach 3a KMBOT. Bce ero BHYTpeHHOCTH
C)KUMAJTUCh B UyIOBHITHBIX criazMax. OH yIat Ha KOJICHH, 3aTeM 3aBaJTIICs Ha O0K. Bosb Oblia Takou
CHJIBHOM, YTO OH HE MOT JIake TI03BaTh Ha IMOMOIIb. Bripouem, eMy Bce paBHO HUKTO He TIOMOT OBbl.
Bce ynum Ha Geper XJ10moTath Haj qpakoHamu. Ka3zanock, KTO-TO BBIPHIBAET €My M3 Tesla KUIIKH.
Cenpuk 0OXBaTHJI )KMBOT, HO HUKAK HE MOT YKPHIThCS OT MyKH. OH 32KMYpPHUJICS, KOTZIa MUDP BOKPYT
HEro HavyaJl BPaIlaThCs, U TIOTEePsI CO3HAHME.

Ceovmoii Oenv mecsiua Moaums, wecmoii 200 Boavrozo coroza mopeosuyes

Om Jlemo3u, cmompumenvruupl zonyosimuu 6 Ipexoze, — 3Ipeky,
cmompumento 20AYyosimHu 8 Y 0auHom

Tpu oTnpaBIeHHbBIE CETOIHS MITUIIBI HECYT MPUTJIAIIEHHS Ha CBAIbOY OT CEMbU
toproBua Ianduna. Crnucok aapecatoB B Ynaunom npuiaraercs. Eciu kakas-
HUOY/Ib U3 MTUI] TIOIBE/IET, MOKAIYNUCTa, TPOCIAESIN, YTOOBI KOIUs MPUTIIAICHUS
ObLIa JOCTaBJIEHA KAKIOMY.

Caagp0a yxe CKOpO, U € IOCTaBKOW HAJO TIOCTICIINTb.

9pek, nozabomvcsi 0 mMom, Umoodvl Npuzaaenuss OblaU 00CMABNeHbl KAK
MOJICHO CKOpee, a He mo, 00lChb, 20CMiU NOCNEIOM He K €8a0bDe, a K POANCOCHUIO
peoenxa! Tpaouyuu 6 Tpexoze coonooaromest yoice He MaK cmpozo, KaK paHvlie.
Koe-kmo eunum 6 smom mamyuposanvHulx, HO 3ma napa pooUNdacs U 8bipocad 8
Hooicoesvix uauooax!
Hemosu
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I'naBa 2
KoBapHble TeueHns

I'ect HaBucan Han CeapukoMm, IIsiisl HA HETO CBEPXY BHU3, U €0 KPACHUBOE JIMIO MCKaxkasa
npe3puTesbHas yCMeIlKa.

OH ¢ gocagoi MoKavaj roJIOBOM:

— YV 1ebst HMUYEro He BBIXOIMT, TOTOMY UTO THI IUIOXO cTapaeribes. Korma noxomuT o aena, Tl
BEYHO Macyellb Mepe TPYAHOCTSIMHU.

B cympake TecHoit kaloThl ['ecT ka3zajcs KpynHee, yeM Ha camoM Jiejie. OH ObUT OOHaKEH T10
T0SIC, ¥ TEMHBI TPEYTOJIBHUK TYCTBIX KypYaBBbIX BOJIOC HA TPyay OOpaMJISUIM IIMPOKUE TUICUH U
MBIIIIIB TPEHUPOBAHHOTO Tejia. JKMBOT Hajl PEMHEM 3JIETAaHTHBIX OPIOK OBbUT IJIOCKMM M TBEPIBIM.
Cenpuk cmotpen Ha Hero ¢ BoxjeneHueMm. M I'ect 1o 3Han. OH 3acMesyicss KOPOTKMM HU3KUAM U
37IbIM CMEIIKOM U CHOBA ITOKAa4aJl FOJIOBOM.

— Twt ienuB u cnad. Tel He Mapa MHe U HUKOra He ObuL. CaM He MIOHUMAI0, TIOUYEMY CBSI3aJICS
¢ Toboi. HaBepHoe, u3 xanoctu. Thl CTOSUT TaM, TaKOW CIIE3JIMBBIA U POOKHIA, M TBOSI HUXKHSIS TyOa
JOpOXajia OT OAHOM MBICIIA O TOM, YEro Thl HUKOTJA He Nony4driib. O 4eM Thl 1ake HE OCMEJUILbCS
norpocuTth! BoT MHe 1 3ax0Te1ock MpoCcBeTUTh Tebs1, — cuIuio 3acMestiics ['ect. — Uro 3a mycras Tpata
BpeMeHU. .. Thl OOJIbIlie He TIPE/ICTaBIIsIeI, HUKAKOro nHTepeca, Ceipuk. YUuTh Te0s1 MHe OOJIbIIe
HeueMy, a Thl MEHsI HUKOTJ]a He MOT HUYeMy HayuuTb. Thl e Bceraa 3Haul, YTO OHAKAbl STOT JeHb
HactaneT! U on Hactan. Tel MHe Hajoen. MeHsl yTOMIII U Thl caM, U TBOE HbIThe. MHe OMOCTBLIENO
TUIATUTh TeOe KaJOBaHbe, KOTOPOTrO ThI €[Ba JIA 3aCTyKUBaEIllb, HAJI0EJI0, YTO Thl KUBEIIIb 32 MO
CUeT, CJIOBHO nusiBKa. Thl ipe3upaenib Penaunra, BepHo? Ho ckaxu, yem Tol stydliie ero? Y Hero, 1o
KpaiiHel Mepe, umeeTcst COOCTBeHHOe cocTosiHre. OH XOTsI Obl MOXET caM 3a ceOs TUIATUTb.

Cenpuk 3areBesu ry0aMu, TbITasCh OTBETUTD. [IbITasCh pacckasaTh eMy, UTO BCE ke COBep-
IIIJT KOe-4TO 3HAUYUTENIbHOE, YTO JPAKOHbSI KPOBb U Uelllysl CIIENIAl0T ero 0oradyomM 1 oH OyAeT cyacT-
JIB pa3AeuTh CBOE cocTosiHue ¢ ['ectom.

«He 6pocait MeHs1, — XoTes cka3zaTh OH. — He pBu co MHO# ceifuac, He CBSI3bIBAKICS C IPYyTUM,
KOTJ]a MEHsI HET PSIZIOM, KOTJIa s He MOTY XOTsI ObI IOIBITATLCS TeOsI IepeyOeIUTh> .

Ero ryOsl 1BUTANMNCH, TOPIIO HAMPSATATIOCh, HO 3BYK HUKAK HE MOT Mpope3aTbcs. ToNbKOo Kar
JPaKOHbEH KPOBU CTEKAITH IO TIONOOPOJIKY.

U 6but0 yKe cnvmkoM mo3aHo. SBwics Pepmunr. PepauHr ¢ ero myxJibIMu, Kak y HUTIOXH,
ryOKamMH, KOPOTKOMAJIBIMU JIAJOIIKAMHU U CaJbHBIMUA 30JI0THIMU JIOKOHAMU. PeIIUHT CTOSUT psIoM
¢ ['ecToM, JIETOHBKO TOTJIaXUBas MAJIBIIEM €ro OOHaKEHHOEe Mperieube. ToT 0OepHyIIcs K HeMy ¢
ybIOKOW. BHe3arHo MpUKphLT I1a3a B Tak XOpoIno 3Hakomon CelprKy MaHepe, CJIOBHO Ma a0
Ha JoObIvy sicTpeOd, HakMHYJICs Ha Pepauara u monienosai ero. Teneps smia ['ecta He ObUIO BUIHO,
3aTO pacToNbIpeHHbIe MaJIblibl PeuHra, CJIOBHO MOPCKUE 3B€3/Ibl, PACILIACTAIUCH IO €r0 MYCKYJIH-
CTOM CITMHE, TIPUTATUBAS K ceoe.

CenpuK MBITAJICS 3aKpUYaTh, TAK YTO Aa’ke ropso 3a00eso OT HAIPsKeHHUsl, OTHAKO U30 pTa
€ro He BbIPBAJIOCH HU 3BYKA.

Onu obudenu meos? Mue youms ux?

— Her!

3BYK MpOpBaJICs BHE3aNHbIM KpUKOM. CeIpUK JEepHYJICSA M MPOCHYJICS HA BJIAXKHOM OT MOTa
MOCTEeJ M B MaJIeHbKOW AyIIHOM KaioTe. Bokpyr Bce ToHys0 Bo Mpake. Hu I'ecta, nu Penaunra. Tonbko
OH caM. M ManeHbpKass MeJHasi APaKOHMIIA, KOTOpasi HACTOMYMBO THIYETCS B CTEHBI ero pasyma. OH
CMYTHO OIIYIIIaJl €e BOIPOC, ee OeCTONKOBYIO TpeBory 3a Hero. Cepuk OTMeN MBICJIEHHYIO CBSI3b,
KPEIKO 3aKMYPUJICS U 3aPbUICS JIMIIOM B CBEPTOK, CITYKUBIIUNA €My MOTYIIKON.

«[IpocTo ckBepHBIli COH, — cKa3all OH cebe. — Beero ymiib Kommap».

31



P. X0060. «JlpakoHbsI raBaHb»

Ho 31oT KOImMap ObUT U3 TeX, YTO CIIMIIKOM MOXOKHM Ha TPaB.y.

Koraa Cenpurik magai {yxoM, OH IIOPOM 3aayMbIBaJICs, He 3ax0Tes i [ ecT Ha HeKoTopoe BpeMst
M30aBUTHLCS OT Hero. Bo3MOKHO, €ro BRICTYIUIEHHE B 3aIIUTY DJUC a0 ['ecTy JoNrox 1aHHbIH TOBOJT
OTOCJIaTh €ro MOJAJIbIIE.

Yeunem Bom CeJpuK MOT BOCKPECUTD B MAMSITH T€ BpEMeHa, KOraa MeXIy HUMH BCe elle
TOJIBKO HaunMHaoch. Ero npusniekanm criokorictBue u cuia ['ecta. [Topoit B ero Kpenkux oObITUsIX
CenpuKy Kazayioch, OyITO OH HAaKOHEI[-TO Haren Oe3omacHoe yoexwuine. M co3HaHue Toro, 4ro 310
yOeKHIIe CYIIECTBYET, MPUIABATIO eMy CHJI M cMeslocTu. [laxke oTell 3aMeTHI TIepeMeHy B HeM U
CKasaJl, YTO TOPIUTCS YETOBEKOM, KOTOPBIM CTAHOBUTCS ChIH.

Ecnu Ob1 OH TOJTBKO 3HAM!..

Korga xe cuna I'ecta 3 yOesxuiia npeBparuiach it Hero B TiopbMy? Koria Ha cMeHy yioTy 1
3aIIMIIIEHHOCTH TPHIIIET CTPaXx, YTO OHa 0OepHeTCs MPOTUB Hero? Kak ke OH He 3aMeTuI1, HACKOJIbKO
BCE M3MEHUJIOCh, HacKoNbKo ['ect mepekpous ero camoro? Jla Bce oH 3amertwi. Bece oH moHumar.
OnHaKo e CIerno KOBBUTSLT JaJibliie, TOABICKUBAs ONPAaBIaHM )KECTOKOCTHU U peHeOpexenuio ['ecra,
BUHS B pa3MOJIBKax ce0si caMoro, pUTBOPSISCh, OYITO BCE ellle MOKET BEPHYThCSI HA KPYT'H CBOSI.

A ObL10 JI Korga-HUOY/Ib BCE TaK YK MpekpacHo? Vi oH cam oOMaHbIBaJI ceOsl HalpaCHBIMU
MedTamu?

Cenpuk nepekaTwuics, ynai Ha MOAYIIKY U 3aKpbul 171a3a. OH He craHeT aymarh o ['ecte u o
TOM, YTO UX HEKorjaa cBs3biBajio. OH He CTaHeT pa3fyMbIBaTh Haj TeM, BO UYTO MPEBPATHIIMCH UX
oTHomeHus1. [laxke HapucoBaTh B BOOOPaKEHHUH, KaK Y HUX Bce OyAET XOpOIIO, U TO He MOITyJasioCh.
JlomkHa ke ObITh Kakasi-HUOyIb MeuTa Moyyie. 3HaTh Obl elne Kakas. ..

— Tol He cnuiib?

OH cnan, HO yxe MpocHyscs. B mpruoTKpeITyIo ABeph KaoThl Ceipuka mpoHukan ceet. O0pu-
COBaHHbII UM CUJTY3T HaBepHsKa npuHayiexan dmuc. Hy koneuHo... Ceapuk B310XHYI.

W c1ioBHO 3TOT B3[10X MOCITYKHJI MTPUIJIAILIEHUEM, OHa BOIILIA B KaloTy. U He 3aKkpblia 3a coOoit
aBepb. [IpAMOYTobHHK CBETa yajl Ha I0J, 03apyUB COPOILIEHHYIO OfIEKY.

— 31ech Tak TEMHO, — U3BUHSIIONIMMCS] TOHOM Tipor3Hecia dmuc. — W aymiHo.

37ech BOHSIET — BOT UTO OHA TMOCTECHSIACh cKa3arh. CeIpuK yke Tpoe CYTOK MOYTH He BHIOU-
pajicsl U3 KaloThl, a KOTJja BCE-TaKM BBIXOWJI, HU C KEM HE Pa3roBapHvBall U CTApaJICs TIOCKOpee Bep-
HYTbCS B IIOCTEJb. [[9BBH, YUEHHK OXOTHHUKA, IPUHOCKII €MY e[ly, a CITYCTsI BpeMsi 3a0upai 00paTHO.
[Nonavyany Ceapuk He 4yBCTBOBAJI TOoa M3-3a OOMU. A Ternepb ObUI CJMIIKOM IOAABJIEH, YTOObI
€CTb.

— J1sBBU roBOpHUT, TeOe Bpozie ObI CTAJIO MOJTyYIIIe.

— He crauo.

[Touemy oHa He MokeT npocto YUTH? OH He XOYeT C Hel pa3roBapuBaTh, HE XOUET HU C KEM
JEMUTHCS CBOMMHU TPEBOTaMH. XBaTUT C HEro [I9BBH, KOTOPBIN JIOKyYaeT eMy BOIIPOCAMH M paccKa-
3aMHU 0 COOCTBEHHOW HMYEM He MpuMeuaresibHor ku3Hu. C 4ero oH BooOIIe B3si, OyATO B CBOM
TPUHAALATD YCIIeNl COBEPIIMTh HEUTO, MHTEPECHOE KOMY-TO, KpoMe Hero camoro? Bce yKJIOHUMBbIE
paccKasbl MAJIBYUIIKH, TTIOXOKE, TIOIBOAMINA K OHOW U TOH K€ MBICIIU, KOTOPYIO CIIyIIaTeSb HUKAK
HE MOT YJIOBUTb, & CaM OH — TOJIKOM M3JI0kHTh. Cenpuk mogo3peBait, uto Kapcon nmoaceuiaer yue-
HUKa [IMMOHUTH 32 HUM. OH JBaK]Ibl TPOCHINAJICS M OOHAPYKMBAJ, YTO OXOTHUK MOJTYA CUIIUT Y €T0
noctesii. A OWH pa3, BRIPBABHIMCH M3 Kommapa, CeqpuK OTKPbUT I71a3a M YBUJIEN €r0 TOBAapHIIA,
Jxecca, psgoM Ha nony. Ceqpuk MOHATUSI HE UMeJl, C Yero BCe TPOe TaK MM 3aUHTEPECOBAJIHCH.
Ecnu TonbKO He pasrajiaiy ero TaiHy.

[No kpaiiHeilt Mepe, MaJbUUIIKY OH MOT TIPOTHATh U3 KAIOThI, U TOT CIyIIaics. Bpsn am atoT
nipueM cpadotaet ¢ nuc, Ho CeIprK BCe-TaKM PEIvI MorpoOOBaTh.

— Ipocro yiiau, dmuc. Koraa s 6ymy roToB BUIAETH JIIOAEH, TO BBIAY CaM.

BmecTo 3TOro oHa mpomuiack Mo KaioTe U ycenach Ha CyHIyK.
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— Mne KaXeTcCs, TeOe HE CTOUT CTOJIBKO BPEMEHU IIPOBOAWUTL B OAMHOYCCTBE, BEAb MbI TaK 1O
CHX TIOp Y HE TOHSUTH, U3-32 Yero Thl TaK 3a00Jiel.

[Manbliel ee pyK CIUIeNCh Ha KOJIeHe, CIIOBHO KITyOOK 3mei. CeapyK OTBes B3I,

— Kapcon roeopurt, uto s orpaBuiics. Cbeit 4to-T0 He TO. Miu BbimmiL.

— 3BYUYHT pa3yMHO, BOT TOJIBKO MBI BCE €M U MM TO e caMOe, YTO U Thl, a KpoMe Teds,
HUKTO HE MOCTpaJial.

BbiT 0MH HaNWTOK, KOTOPBIM OHa He podoBaia. CeapuK OTMEN Ty MBICTb.

«He HYMafI HN O 4Y€M, YTO MOKET BbIIATh Te0s WIA 3aCTaBUTH 3By4YaThb B I'OJIOBE T€, YYyXKHUEC
MBICJIN .

Anuc oH He oTBeTW1. OHa ycTaBWIach Ha CBOU PyKH.

— Ilpoctu, uto BrsiHyna Te0s B 910, CeprK, — HaUasla OHa, C TPYJOM BbIJAaBIMBast U3 ceOs
cnoBa. — [IpocTtr, 4TO B TOT IeHb BBI3BAJIACh TOMOYb JPAKOHaM, He CIIPOCcHB Tebs1. Thl MO# ApYT U ObLI
MHE APYroM MHOTO JieT. Ml BOT Tenepb Thl OOJIeH, a MOOIM30CTH HET HU OJJHOTO HACTOSIIIEro Bpaya.

Ona Ha MUT YMOJIKJI, SIBHO TIBITAsICh ciepKaTth ciie3bl. CTpaHHO, KaK MaJIo €r0 3TO BOJIHOBAJIO.
HagepHoe, ecnit Obl OHa 3HaJIa, KaKasi OMACHOCTD YTPOXKAET eMy Ha CAMOM JIeJie, U €€ 9TO TPEBOKMUIIO,
OH OBI ¢ OOJIBIIIMM COUYBCTBHEM CIIE/IUII, KaK €€ TIOKHUPAET YyBCTBO BHHBI.

— 4 roBopwiia ¢ JlepTprHOM, U OH CUMTAeT, YTO elle He 1Mo3AH0. OH rOBOPUT, XOTb MBI U
3allUTA JOBOJILHO JAJIEKO BBEPX MO peke, KapcoH ere MOXeT B3Th OJHY U3 JIONOK U OJIaronosyqHo
JOCTaBUTh Hac obpaTHo B Kaccapuk 10 HacTyruieHHusi OceHHu. Byner Henerko, 1 HoueBaTh MpUIETCs
1oJ1 OTKPHITHIM HeOoM. Ho s ero yoenauna.

DnuC yMOJIKJIA, 32JOXHYBIIMCh OT HAXJIBIHYBIIMX YyBCTB, a 3aTe€M MPOAOIKIIIA TAKUM ClIaB-
JIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM, YTO CJIOBA €/1Ba JIM HE CKPUIIEIU Ha 3y0ax.

— Ecnu xouenb, 4ToOBl MBI BEPHYJIUCH, 51 BCE YCTPOIO, — 3aBEprJIa OHA. — MBI OTIIpaBUMCS
CETOJHSI e, TOIBKO CKaXH.

Tonbko ckaxu?

Tenepp yxe caUIIKOM 1o31HO. CIUIIKOM MO3JHO OBUIO AaXe B TO YTPO, KOrJa OH caM HacTa-
MBAJI Ha BO3BPAILCHUH, XOTS TOTAA OH 3TOTO eIlle He MOHUMAJL.

— CumikoM No3Ho.

Cenpuk He cCO3HaBa, YTO MPOIIENTA TH CJIOBa BCIIYX, MOKA HE 3aMETUJI, KaK U3MEHUJIACh B
JuLe DIuc.

— Ca munoctuBasi! Ceapuk, HeyKeJM Thl HACTOJIBKO OoJieH?

— Her, — nocnenHo o6opBast oH ee. OH JeHCTBUTENIBLHO MIOHSTHS HE UMEJT, HACKOJIBKO OH O0JIeH
1 BOOOIIIE YMECTHO JIM 37IeCh CIIOBO «OoseH». — Het, Hu4ero nopo6Horo, Dmwic. 51 umen B BUdYy, 4To
yXke CJIMIIIKOM TO3/IHO Bo3Bpaiathesi B Kaccapuk Ha nonke. JI9BBU MOCTOSIHHO TBEPAUT, UYTO CKOPO
MOWYT OCEHHUE JIOKAM, U, KOT/Ia OHU HAYHYTCSI, HaIll IyTh BBEPX 10 PeKe CIeaeTcs elle TpyaHee.
Mosxer, Toraa kanuTad JleTprH oco3HaeT, HACKOMBKO IJIyTa BCs 9Ta 3aTesl, M pa3BepHeT Oapkac. B
moOoM ciydae st Obl He XOTe BO BpeMsl JIMBHSI OKa3aThCsl B MAJICHBKOH JIOJJOUKE Mocpean OypHOi
pexu. Henonxozasiiee BpeMst AJ1s1 3arOPOIHBIX MPOTYJIOK, HA MOW BKYC.

Emy nourtu ynanock BepHyTh ceOe OOBIYHBIN TOH U rojioc. MokKeT, ecii OH cyMeeT BecTu cedst
KaK IMpe:xje, oHa yiaer?

— A Tenepb, ecii He BO3pakaellb, s O4eHb yCTall, — pe3ko cooommn Ceipuk.

Onuc nopHsack. OHaA BHINIsAAENA TOPA3UTENBHO HENPHBJIEKATEIbHON B OpIOKaX, KOTOpHIE
JIMIIb TIOJYEPKUBAJIM KEHCTBEHHBIE ouepTanHus Oenep. Ha ee Oimyse cranm 3aMeTHBI ciiefibl Oe3xka-
JocTHOM Hocku. KoHeuHo, OHa cTupaa ofex 1y, HO 3[IeHs sl Boja peBpaTuiia OeTOCHEKHYIO TKaHb
B cepy1o. CoJHIIE TOXKe CBITPAJIO CBOIO POJIb, M PIKUE BOJIOCH! DITUC, BHIOMBAIOLIUECS U3-TIO IITTHJIEK,
BBITOPEJIH 10 MOPKOBHO-OPAHKEBOTO OTTEHKA, & BECHYIIKU OTEMHENU. DJMC HUKOTA He CUATAIIACH
KpacaBulleil o mepkaMm YaauHoro. Erie HeMHOro cosHiia u Bofsl — v I'ect, nmoxanyil, MOXeT U He
NpUHSATH ee 00paTHO. OIHO JeJ10 — HelpUMeTHas JKeHa-MBIIITKa, U COBCEM APYToe — TAKOE BOT MTYTaJlo.
WuTtepecHo, Dnmuc MpUXOIWIO B FOJIOBY, YTO MO BO3BpAIeHUH ['ecT MOXET He MYCTUTh ee B JJoM?

33



P. X0060. «JlpakoHbsI raBaHb»

Ckopee Bcero, HeT. Ee BocUThIBaIM B TBEPION YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO KM3Hb YCTPOEHA ONpe/ieIeHHBIM
00pa3oMm, 1 JJaxe KOrjia Bce CBUIETENILCTBA TOBOPUIIA 00 00paTHOM, DJvc HUYero He 3amedana. OHa
HU pa3y He 3arnopo3puia, uto Ceapuk ¢ I'ectom He npocto 6nuskue apy3bsi. CaM OH MO-TpeKHEMY
OCTaBaJICS [IsI HEe JIPYroM JIeTCTBA, OBIBIIIMM CEKpETapeM ee Myka U €€ BpeMEHHBIM IIOMOIITHUKOM.
B cBoeil yBepeHHOCTH, YTO MUp OIpeesieTCs] ee MpaBuIaMu, OHa He 3aMmevalia POUCXOSIIEro Mo
CaMBIM HOCOM.

Bort u cefiuac D1uc TONBKO JJACKOBO YIILIOHYJIACH eMYy.

— Otapixaid, MHJIBIA JPYT, — MOXkeIaaa OHa, TAXOHBKO MPUKPHIB 32 COOO0M ABEpPh U OCTABUB €r0
B TEMHOTE, HAeJJTHE CO CBOMMH MBICIISIMH.

Cenpuk OTBEpHYJICS JIUIIOM K cTeHe. Ero 3arpuBok 3auecaicsi. OH poCTHO MOCKpeOcs], Olly-
111as1 1O/l HOTTSIMU TIePeCcOXIIyio KOoxKy. UTo Xk, He ofiHa DJUTHC MOLypHEesa OT 3TOro MyTelecTBus. Y
HEro camoro Koxa repecoxJa, a BOJIOCH CAEJAINCh KECTKUE, CIOBHO KOHCKHIA XBOCT.

Emy xotenoch Obl cBasUTh Belo BUHY Ha Dmuc. Ho o He mor. C tex mop kak ['ect mporHai
ero, 3aCTaBUB ee CONPOBOXAaTh, CeApHK ciesiall Bce, YTOObI HU YIYCTUTh HU €IMHON BO3MOKHOCTH,
KOTOpast MOIJIa OTKPHITHCS B MyTEIIIECTBUU. DTO OH, a He KTO-HUOYIb XUTPUII U TIPUTBOPSIIICS, YTOOBI
3aroJIyYTh BCE KYCOUKHM APAKOHbEH TUIOTH, BCE YEHIYWKH U Kallld KPOBHU, KaKue yaacTcs. ITo OH
TIIATEJILHO MPOAYMaJl, Kak COXpaHuTh 100bIToe. beractu Kopen ket ot Hero BecTel, mpeiBKymias,
KaK CKOJIOTHUT IIeJIoe COCTOSIHUE, KOTja JJOCTABUT 3arpeTHbIN ToBap repuory Kaacumbl.

[opoit, rpe3st HasBy, Cenpuk Bo3Bpamaics B YaauHblid ¢ JoObrdeid, u ['ect momoran emy
BBITOPrOBaTh JIyUIIyIO IIeHy. B 3TUX mMeuTrax OHM BMecTe pacnpofaBajiyd TOBap M HUKOIZA YKe He
BO3BpaIaIMch foMoi. PazborareB, onu ocrtaBanuck xkuth B Kancune, Ixxamennu unv Ha [Tuparckux
OCTpOBax, a TO W €lle Jajbllie, Ha Moyt Muduieckux ocrposax IIpsHocreil. A unorna Cenpuk
MIPE/ICTABIISLI, KaK XPaHHUT CBOE CKa304HOe OOraTcTBO B TaiHE OT BCEX, a CaM TeM BpEMEHEM BhICTpa-
MBaeT B KAKOM-HUOY/Ib OTIQJIEHHOM MeCTe POCKOIIIHOEe yOexuie. A TTOToM OHM ¢ ['ecToM HaltmyT
KOpalJIb ¥ HOYBIO, CKPHITHO, OTIUIBIBYT K HOBOM HM3HH, CBOOOIHOW OTO JIKYM U TIPUTBOPCTBA.

Ho B nocnennee Bpemst Meutsl Ceapuka u3mMeHmMch. OHU CAeIaauch TOPbKUMHU, HO B TO Ke
BpeMs He JIMIIIEHHBIMU CJIaI0CTHOTO MpHBKyca. OH MPeACTaBIIsll, KaK BEPHETCS B YIaYHBIN U OOHa-
pyxur, uto ['ect Hamen eMy 3ameHy B Jimiie 3Toro Mep3asiia Pexaunra. U Torna, BooOpaxan oH, OH
OTIpaBUTCS cO cBOMMU OorarcTBamu B Kasicupy, rie u octaHeTcst HaBcer/a, v TOIbKO MOTOM OTKPOET
OBbIBIIIEMY BO3JIIOOJIEHHOMY, YTO TOT MOT Obl UMETh, ecsii Obl lieHn1 Ceiprika OoJTbIlie, ecd Obl ero
YyBCTBA OBUTM MICKPEHHUMU.

Terepb 3TH rpe3bl Ka3aJIUCh TIYIBIMU U ITYCTHIMU MTOAPOCTKOBBIMY (haHTa3usiMu. CeIpUK HATSI-
HYJI Ha TJIEYH Kycadee IEPCTSHOe ONEesIo U 3aKMYPUJICS TIOKperrJe.

— Bo3MOXkHO, s y)Ke HUKOT/Ia He BEpPHYCh B YIIauHbI, — POM3HEC OH BCIIYX, BHIHYKIas ceOs
MOCMOTPETH MPaBJe B IJla3a. — A eCl Jlake BEPHYCh, TO HABCErJa OCTaHYCh OE3yMIIEM.

Ha kakoii-To MUT OH TepecTan HerUIsaThes 3a ceds Kak 3a Cenpuka. U BOT yxe oHa 6pener mo
OpPIOXO B XOJIOAHOM BOZIe, OOPSICH C TeUeHHEM. Y Hee Ha KUBOTE CMOJISTHBIC 3aIlIaTKU, KOTOpbIe HaHEeC
Ha panbl Jleprpun. Ceapuk OlryInal, Kak OHa CJIeTNo TSHETCS K €r0 CO3HAHUIO, YMOJIsisl 00 yTelleHUu
u apyx06e. OH HUYEro He XOTeJ el JaBaTh, HO HUKOI/A U He ObLT jkecToKocepaHbiM. M koraa oHa ¢
MOJIbOOW BTOPIJIACH B €70 pa3yM, OH BBIHYK/IEH ObLT OTKJIMKHYThCSI.

Tot cunvree, uem cama oymaeutb, — 3aBepui oH ee. — Mou eneped. Caedyii 3a 0OCMANbHbIMU,
Mos1 meOHas kpacasuya. CKopo 05t mebsi HACMAaHym ayuuiue OHU, HO NOKA MO bl O0AHCHA OblMb
CUNBLHOLUL.

Ero 3arornuia Teriast BoJiHA IPU3HATETLHOCTU. B Hell 3arrpocTo MoKHO ObLIo yTOHYTh. HO BMe-
cro atoro CeapuK MO3BOJIII €1 CXJIBIHYTh U MPU3BAJT IPAKOHUITY COCPEIOTOUHTh T€ KPOXH pasyma,
YTO €M JIOCTAJIHCh, HA YIIOPHOM JIBWKEHUH Briepel. Y Maas TomMKa ero CO3HaHus, YTO MpUHaie-
’Kaja Bce elle JIMIIb eMy OJHOMY, 3alyMaJlach, €CTh JIM CIIOCOO M30ABUTHCSI OT ITOM HEKeJTaHHOM
cesi3u. Eciim MeHas qpakoHHIIA yMpeT, Pa3AeiuT JIM OH ¢ Hell 60ib? VM ke TOJIBKO BO3paayeTcs
CJIAJIOCTHOMY M30aBJIeHUIO?
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BepnyBiuch Ha kamOy3, Diic cena 3a cTon HarpoTuB JleTpruHa U ero HeM3MEHHOU KPYXKKH
yepHOro Koge. Bokpyr Hux komaHaa 6apkaca CHOBajIa 10 CBOMM OOBIYHBIM JIeJIaM, CJIIOBHO ITUEJTBI B
yibe. PynieBoii ctosi1 y pymresnsi, Garopiivky B pa3MepeHHOM pUTMeE MepeMelIaiuch Tya U 00paTHO
no namyoe. I3 okHa Dnuc HaOmogasa 3a MOCTOSIHHBIM JBMKEHHEM XeHHeccH U besiH B1onb mpa-
Boro Gopta. ['purcou, ppokuii KopaOesTbHBIN KOT, CUAENT Ha TUIAHIIMpe, Isas Ha Boxy. Kapcon non-
HsUJICA ellle IO paccBeTa M OTIPABUJICA BBIIIE 1O PeKe 32 MSCOM /ISl APaKoHOB. [[9BBU ocTasicst Ha
60pTy. Masiburk 0TYero-1o CHJIbHO npuBs3ayics K Ceqpuky U mepekuBai 3a ero 3710poBbe. OH He
TMI03BOJISITT HAKOMY JJPYTOMY FOTOBUTb 11 OOJIBHOTO €1y Y IIPUCITYKUBATh €MY. DJIHC TPOTrajio ¥ OJHO-
BPEMEHHO Pa3Jpaxkalio TO, HACKOIBKO MapeHeK, BBIPOCIININ B JOBOJIBHO IPyOOM OKPYKEHUH, O4apo-
BaH YTOHUEHHBIM MOJIOZIBIM TOProBueM. JIeTpuH yke JBakIbl YTO-TO OOpMOTAJ cede Mo HOC T10
3TOMY TOBOJLY, HO OHa HE BIIOJIHE YJIOBMJIA CYTh €ro HEIOBOJIbCTBA, TAK UTO MPOMYCTHUJIA €0 MUMO
yLIEH.

OOBIYHO K 3TOMY Yacy oHU ¢ JlepTprHOM OCTaBaMCh B OTHOCUTEIBHOW TUIIIMHE U YeIHe-
Hun. Ho cerogus oxoTHUK [I)xecc 0T4ero-to 3ajepxaics Ha 60pTy — Moyt 6€3MOJIBHOE, HO KpaiHe
nocaaHoe coceacTBo. Kyna Obl Divic HU MoOIUIa, OH OKas3blBajcs MOONMM30CcTH. Buepa oHa aBax bl
JIOBUJIA Ha ceOe ero MprcTaibHbIiA B3rIsiA. O0a pa3a OH He OTBOAMI IJ1a3 1 MHOTO3HAYMTEIbHO KMBAJ,
Kak Oy/TO OHM 3aKJIIOYMIN KAKOW-TO YTOBOP. JIUC, XOTh YOel, He MOrJia TIOHATh, Ha YTO OH Hame-
kaet. OHa obcyauna Ol poucxoasiee ¢ JleprpuHom, HO JKecc MOCTOSIHHO ObLT Ie-TO MOOIN30-
CTH, HE J]aBasi IOTOBOPUThH HAGMHE.

B npucyTcTBHM 3TOrO OXOTHHKA i CTAHOBMIIOCH Kak-To He 1o cebe. OHa yxke MpUBBIKIIA K
Tomy, Kak HdoxzaeBble yamoOsl otMetwin JlegTpuna. OHa BOCIpHUMANA 3TH OCOOEHHOCTH Kak
HEOThEMJIEMYIO YacTh €ro CyIIecTBa M Jaxe He 3amevalia, OKa IMaJIbHOW COJHEYHBIN JIyd He Maaal
NpsIMO HA YENIyWKH y Hero Ha Jioy. Ho u Torga 91o Kazanock ckopee HeOOBIYHBIM, YeM OTTAJIKMBa-
foumM. JIxxeccy moBessio Kyaa MeHbie. OH HaroMuHa  DJIUC He JpaKoHa U Jake He sIepulry, a
3met0. Hoc ero ObuT TaKMM IJIOCKMM, YTO HO3/IpY MOXOAWIIM Ha INeJH Ha juie. [1a3a paccTaBieHsl
CJIVILIIKOM IITUPOKO — €I11e HEMHOTO, U OHU OUYTHJIMCh Obl TI0 OOKaM TOJIOBBI. DJIHMC BCEr/ia TOPAMIACh
TeM, YTO He CYIWT O JIIoAsIX 1o BHermHocTu. Ho maxke mpocto risaers Ha [[xecca ObLIO HEYIOTHO,
HE TOBOPSI YK€ O TOM, UYTOOBI ITO-HACTOSIIIEMY Pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ HUM. [109TOMY, OKa3bIBasiCh PSIOM C
OXOTHHMKOM, OHa OTPaHUYMBAJIACh BEKJIMBBIMHU OecelaMH Ha OOIIUE TEMBI.

— Kaxercs, Ceapuky ceroqHsi HEMHOTO TIOJTy4Ille, — C BOOAYIIIEBJIEHHEM COOOMIa OHa. — ]
CIIpOCHJIa, He XOUeT JIM OH BepHYTbcsl B Kaccapyk Ha Jlofke, HO OH OoTKazajcs. [Jymaio, OH HaXoquT
MOIOOHYIO 3aTel0 CIIUIIKOM OIMACHOM, BE/Ib YK€ CKOPO HAUHYTCSI OCEHHHE JIOKIH.

JledTpun nogHsN Ha Hee B3MIAA:

— 3Ha4uT, BBl 002 OCTaHETECh C HAMH, CKOJIBKO OBl HU TPOTAJICS TIOXO[?

Anuc yrajaa B ero rojioce COTHA BOITPOCOB U TOMBITAJIACH OTBETUTH Ha BCE CPasy:

— Ilo-Bupmmomy, na. Bo BcsikoM citydae, st XOuy YBUIETh, YeM BCE 3aKOHUYMTCS.

Jlxecc 3acMesiyics, HO He 00epHYJICS K HUIM U HUYero He ckazaj. OH CTOsiI, MPUBAJIMBIINCH K
JIBEPHOMY KOCSIKY, MU CMOTpeJ Ha peKy. dnuc nocMorpena Ha Jledrpuna, kak Oyaro oOpamiasch 3a
nojepkKoil. Karmuran BCcTpeTust ee B3IIIsI, OAHAKO HUKAK HE OTO3BAJICSA Ha CTPaHHOE TMOBEICHHUE
Jxecca. Bo3MOXHO, OHa MPHUIAET €My CJHUIIKOM OOJBIIIOe 3HAYCHUE.

— 3Haerp, TIOKA 5 He MpUexaia Clofa, s 1axe He Pe/ICTaBIIsIa, C KAKUMH TPYJHOCTSIMH CTaJl-
KHMBaIOTCS KuTeu JLOKIEBbIX YaIio0, MBITAsCh 371eCh CTPOUTHCS, — CMEHUJIa TeMy Diuc. — MHe Bce-
712 Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO Tie-HUOYIb B STOU OOITMPHOM JOJIMHE BCE K€ MOKHO OTHICKATh OOBIYHYIO TBEPAYIO
nouBy. Ho ee Benp 371ech HeT, BEpHO?

— Bornora, Tpscunbl u Tonu, — noareepan JlegrpuH. — Hackonbko s 3Ha10, BTOPOrO Takoro
MecTa B Mupe He HailTu. COXpaHUIOCh HECKOJIBKO KapT € TeX BPeMeH, KOT/a Cloja ellle TOIbKO MpH-
ObUM TIocesieHIbl. OHM TBITAIMCh MCCIeoBaTh OKPECTHOCTH. Ha HEKOTOphIX miaHax 0O003HAYEHO
OOJIBIIIOE 03epO BHIIIIE TIO peKe, — TOBOPSIT, BOJIA TaM MPOCTUPAETCS] BO BCIO IUPb, HACKOJIBKO XBa-
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TaeT ma3. Ha apyrux nokasaHo Oosbliie COTHU MPUTOKOB, MUTAIOIIMX peKy JokaeBbIX 4aro0, 60Ib-
IMX ¥ MaJibIX. Ml HM y OIHOTO M3 HUX HET MOCTOSTHHOTO pycna. Ilopoii qBa mpUTOKa CIMBaIOTCA, a
Ha CIEYOIIUI Tol Ha MX MECTe CTPYATCS yXKe TPU pyubs. A ellle uepe3 roji Bce 3aTomuT O0JI0To,
Y HUKaKHUX TeOe OTAEIbHBIX MOTOKOB. VIHOTa JiecHbIe MOYBHI KaXyTCsl HaJIe)KHBIMU. Bpemst oT Bpe-
MEHH JIOIH J1a)Ke HaXOAWIM KJIIOYOK 3€MJIH, BBIIISAEBIINN CYXUM, U MBITAJIMCh CTPOUTHCS HA HEM.
Ho uem Oosblinie o Hel XOAUIIH, TeM ObICTpee «cyxast 3eMJIsi» rpoceaasa. Ml BCKkope rpyHTOBbIE BOJbI
MPOPHIBATUCH HA TIOBEPXHOCTbh, M TA OUEHb OBICTPO MPEBpaIlaIach B TOIb.

— Ho THI Bce ke curTaenib, 4To rJe-TO B BEPXOBbSIX PEKH HANIETCs MO-HACTOSIIEMY TBepaas
MO0YBa, HA KOTOPOW CMOTYT MOCEJIUTHCS IPAKOHBI?

— 41, xak u THI, MOTYy TOJIBbKO rafgath. Ho mo-moemy, oHa Jo/mKHA HaiTHCh. Bona Teuer cBepxy
BHU3, U BCS 9Ta BOjIa OTKyAa-To Oepercsi. Borpoc B TOM, CMOXeM JIM MbI TIOAHATHCS MO TEUSHUIO
JOCTaTOYHO BBICOKO WJIM e YBsI3HEM B Oosote ere Ha noaxonax? [lomo3pesaio, Jaiibiie HaC BBEpX
IO 3TOW peKe ellle He 3aXOIuI HA OfiuH KopaOib. CMOISIHON CMOXET IMPOWTH TaM, IJe OTCTYIISITCS
apyrue. OIHAKO eclM peKa CTaHeT JUIsl Hero CIMIIKOM MEJIKOW, TO Ha 9TOM Hallle MyTellecTBUE U
3aBEPIINTCS.

— Yt0 X, HalEICh, CETOOHS MBI XOTsI Obl HaliJieM Jyulee Mecto i cTosHKH. [lo cioBam
Tumapsl, ee OECTIOKOSIT JIanbl U KOI'TH JIpakoHOB. [locTosiHHOE npedbiBaHue B Boje UM BpeauT. OHa
roBopuT, y CHHTaphl TPECHYJ KOTOTh M €l MPUIIUIOCh MOfIpe3arh ero, 3aMoTaTh OEYeBKOM U 3aMa-
3aTh CBepXy BapoM. MokeT, HaM CTOUT 00padoTaTh Tak ke KOI'TH BCEX JPAKOHOB, YTOOBI M30€KaTh
MOBPEXACHU?

JledTpun Haxmypuics:

— Borock, y MeHs1 HeT CTOJIbKO JIMIIIHEW CMOJTBL. Byniem HaiesThes, CyXxoe MEeCTO Uil CTOSTHKU
BCE-TaKW HaMJETCS.

— Hapo nozpctpuyb um KOrTe, — BHe3arHo oObsiBuI [[)kecc, BToprasch pa3oM U B IOMENIEHHE,
¥ B X Pa3roBOP, BBIBUHYJI U3-TIOJ] CTOJIA TaOypeT M TSKeJo OMyCcTHIICS Ha Hero. — CaM mogymait,
K31. 3aTynuM JIpakoHaM KOrTu. YyTb-4yTh MoApeskeM, MoaMaxeM BapoM. M Bce B BBIMTPBIIIIE, €CITH
pasyMeeliib, O YeM .

On nepeBonu B3 ¢ JledprpuHa Ha Diuc 1 0OpaTHO, MIUPOKO YibIOasick 060uM. Y Hero
ObLIM MeJIKUe 3yObl, pEIKO pacCTaBJICHHbIE B TPOCTOPHOM PTY. YIIbIOKa BBITJIsIAENA MO-/1eTCKU HEBUH-
HOH ¥ He BSI3aJ1ach ¢ MYKCKHUM JIMIIOM; OHa MPUBOAMIIA DJUC B 3aMEIIATENILCTBO, JaKe TPEBOKIIIA.
Kak u otBet Jledprpuna.

— Her, — pemurensHo orpe3ai oH. — Her, [Ixecc. U 51 e nepenymato. He nibiTaiicst HactanBarth.
He 3necs, He ceituac. Y Tem Gosee He mpeiaraid X paHUTEIsIM.

OH MHOTO3HAYUTETbHO TPHIITY PUJICS.

JIecc OTKUHYJICS CIIMHOM Ha CTEHY W B3TPOMO3/IMII Callord Ha COCETHIOI CKaMBIO.

— CyeBepusi? — nouHtepeconajcs oH y JleTprHa, NOHUMAIOIIE YXMBLUISSICh. — A SI-TO CUMTAI
TeOs1 YeJIOBEKOM IIMPOKKX B3MIsA0B, Kan! CBOOOAHBIM OT mpenpaccynkoB JoxaeBbix 4armo0. Thr
paccykIaelib Kak JepeBeHIINHA. A BOT HEKOTOPBIE X PAHUTEIH BIIOJHE MOHUMAIOT, YTO MTOPOK CTOUT
Y TIOMEHSATh NIPaBIJIA, YTOOBI HE YITYCTUTh CBOIO BHITOLY.

JlepTpuH MeneHHO BCTal, yrepces KyJakaMu B CTOJM, U IJIEYM €rO HallpsyIiCh, KOTJa OH
TOJIAJICS BIIEPE/, K CAMOMY JIAIYy OXOTHHUKA.

— To1 ocen, Jlxxecc, — MOHU3MB rojioc, mpousHec oH. — Tymoit ocesn. Thl 1ake caM He TOHUMAEIIIb,
4TO mpejiaraenb. [louemy Obl TeOe He 3aHATHCS JICJIOM, 32 KOTOpoe TeOe IaTsaT?

Jledprpun okazaincs mexay Dmuc v [Ixeccom — BHIISAAENO Tak, OyaTo oH 3ammuinaer ee. OHa He
3HaJIa, OT Yer0 UMEHHO, HO ObliIa ICKpeHHE eMy OnarojiapHa. DJvc ellle HU pa3y He BHJes1a KaruTaHa
B TaKOM THEBE, HO TIPU 9TOM HACTOJIBKO coOpaHHbIM. OHa UCIyranach M B TO e BpeMsl OIyTHJIa
MOIIIHBI PUIKB NpUsI3HA K JledpTpuny. Bot, moHsia oHa BAPYT, BOT O KAKOM MYXXYHMHE OHAa MeuTasa
BCIO JKU3Hb.

OpnHako, HECMOTpsI Ha KalMTaHCKU Harop, Jecc coXpaHs1 HEBO3MYTHMOCTb.
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— Jlenom, 3a KOTOpoe MHe TuiataT? A pa3se He 00 9TOM MbI ceiidac roBopuM, karmrad? [Tomy-
ynTh aty. M yem ckopee, Tem Jydre. MoxeT, HaM BCEM CTOUT CECTh M CIOKOWHO OOCYAUTb, KaK
OBl 3TO YCTPOUTH?

On BBICYHYJICA N3-3a CITMHBI KalTMTaHa U IMIOHUMAIOIIE YXMbUIbHYJICA 9JII/IC, IMpUBEIA €€ B I10JI-
Hoe cMsATeHue. Ha 4to 310 oH HamekaeT?

— Heuero Ham oOcysxaath! — nmpopbruai JledpTpuH Tak, 4to 3aapede3kaii OKHa.

JIxecc cHOBa mepeBet B3IVIS] Ha KalrTaHa.

— 41 He mo3BOMO 0OBECTH MEHs BOKPYT nauiblia, Jledptpun! — mpormrien oH, BHE3aHO MOHU-
3UB TOJIOC M TIOJITYCTUB B HETO yrpOXKalolMX HOTOK. — ECiM OHa XOYeT CBOIO J0JTI0, ITYCTh CHAavasa
CIIPOCUT MEHA. A He CTaHy MOJI4a CTOATb U CMOTPETD, KaK Thl MEHACIID MMAPTHEPA U BhILIBLIPHUBACIIb
MeHsI U3 JIeJ1a paau COOCTBEHHBIX IIAITHEN !

— Youpaiics. — T'onoc JleprprHa ormycTriics MOYTH A0 IIENoTa. — YXoau ceituac ke, Jxecc.
Crymaii Ha OXOTy.

OueBuIHO, TOT MOHSUI, YTO 3/UTh KalUTaHa U Jiajblie He cTouT. JlepTpuH He yrpoxan emy
BCJIyX, HO OT HEro Tak U BEsUIO CMEPTEIbHOM OMACHOCTHIO. DJIUC COAPOraiach OT KaXIO0ro OrJTyIH-
TEJILHOTO yAapa cepla M BCe HUKaK He Moria BIOXHYTh. OHa O ApoXku 00s1ach TOro, 4TO MOIJIO
MIPOM30MTH B Clle/lyloliee MTHOBEHHE.

JIXecc CIyCTHIT HOTH CO CKaMbH, IPOXHYB carioramu 00 1osi. HeToporuimBo nogHsIcs, CJIOBHO
KOT, KOTOPBII MOTATMBAETCS, MIPEkK/IE YeM NIOBEPHYTHCS CIIMHOM K phlUallieMy IICy.

— 41 yiiny, — nerko cornacuicsi oH. — JIo creyrorero pasa, — 100aBUII OH, BBIXO/ISI 32 TIOPOT, U
yXke U3-3a yI1a, HO TaK, YTOOBI ero yCJblaan: — Bce Mbl 3HaeM, 4TO TO He MOCJIeTHUNA Pa3roBop.

Jleprpun nepernyscst uepes cToi, 4ToObl TOTSHYTLCS 10 CTBOPKHU ABepu. OH 3aXJIOMHYI ee C
TaKOW CHJIOU, YTO Ha CTOJIe MOJIPHIrHYJIA MOCy/a.

— Bor Benp ckoTHHA, — popbIyal oH. — BeponomHas ckotuHa!

Anuc Bes Apoxaiia, OOHSIB cedst pyKaMu 3a TUICUH.

— 51 He MOHSsIA, — BHITOBOPUJIA OHA CPBIBAIOIIMMCS ronocoM. — O yem oH roopuii? Urto oH
XOUeT CO MHOW OOCYUTh?

JledbtpuH ObLT 30/, KAK HUKOTJA B JKU3HH, U 3Ta SIPOCTh TOBOPWJIA O TOM, YTO MPOKJISTHIH
OXOTHHK HE TOJIbKO paccepAanJI, HO U Haryrai ero. M 1eno gaxe He B TOM, YTO CYKUH ChIH TaK I'PS3HO
nogymait o0 dmuc. Ho HamMeKkn OXOTHHKA yrpoKasiy 3alsiTHaTh 0Opa3 KaluTaHa B ee I71a3ax.

Bonpocel, Ha kotopbie JleTprH He peliayicsi OTBETUTh, TIOBUCIH B BO3/IyXe MEXIy HUMHU —
OCTpbIe Kak OpUTBa, FOTOBbIE U3pe3aTh UX OOOMX B KJIOUbs. KarmnTaH BBIOpas eIMHCTBEHHBIN Oe3-
ornacHbli Kypc. OH conrait.

— Huvero cepwesnoro, dmuc. Bee Oynet xoportio.

W He ycriena oHa CPOCHUTSH, C YeM HUYETO CEPhEe3HOTr0 U YTO MMEHHO OyAeT XOpollo, Kak Jled-
TPUH 3aCTaBUJ €€ YMOJKHYTb €IMHCTBEHHBIM JIOCTYITHBIM CIIOCOOOM: TIOJHSUI €€ Ha HOTH U CKaJl B
00bsATHAX. OH MpUBJIEK DIUC K IPYIU U MPUKAICS JIMLIOM K €€ MakyIlIKe, XOTsl U He JOJKeH ObUI
TaK MOCTyMnarth. Ee u3sIiHble MaJleHbKIe PYKH JIETJIM TIOBEpX rPpyOoid, IpsI3HOI TKaHU ero pydaxu. Ee
BOJIOCHI TIAXJIM YEM-TO JyHIUCTHIM M ObUTH TAKUMH MATKUMH M TOHKUMH, YTO ITyTaJIMCh B IIETUHE HA
ero noxdopozke. B ero pykax oHa Obla Takasi KpollieuHasi, Takast Xpynkas... biysa nop ero najo-
HSIMHU Ka3aJ1ach CJIMIIKOM TOHKOW, CKBO3b HEE C JIETKOCTBIO MPOCAYMBAJIOCH TETUIO KOXKHU. DTa JKEH-
myHa ObUIa ero MPOTHBOIMOJIOKHOCTHIO BO BCEM, M OH HE UMeJT HM MaJIeHINero rmpaBa KacaTbCs ee.
Haxe ec Ob1 Dnuic He ObUIA 3aMYXKHEH TaMOH, Jake ecyii Obl OHA He ObLIa TaKoW 00pa30BaHHOU U
YTOHYEHHOW — BCE PABHO JIBOE TAKKMX Pa3HbIX JIOAEW HE MOIJIM OBl CTaTh MApOil.

W Bce ke Dnuc He cTajla yNnupaThes, 3BaTh HA TIOMOIIb, KOJOTUTh KyJIaKaMH MO €ro Tpy/u.
Harpotus, oHa Buenuiach B rpyOyio TKaHb €ro pyOaxu U MpUTsIHYIa K cede, mpukuMasics ommxe. U
CHOBA OHH OBbUIM TIPOTUBOIIOIOXKHBI IPYT APYTY BO BCEM, M 3TO OKA3aJI0Ch MpeKpacHo. oaruii Mur
OH MOJTYa OOHMMAJI ee, Ha BpeMs 103a0bIB 0 MpeaaresbeTBe [xkecca, 0 COOCTBEHHOM YA3BUMOCTH, 00
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OIACHOCTH, Tpo3siield UM BceM. Kakum Obl 3arryTaHHBIM HU OCTaBaJIOCh BCE MpoYee, 3TO MIHOBEHHE
ObLIO IPOCTHIM ¥ COBEpIIIEHHBIM. Kak Obl OH XOTeJ 3a/iepKaThCsl B HEM, He IBUrasch, axe He AyMast
O TIPE/ICTOSIIMX UM TPYAHOCTSIX.

— JledTpuH. .. — mpomenTana UC, yTKHYBIIUCh €My B TPYab.

B npyroe Bpemsi 1 B IpyroM MecTe 3TO MOCIyKuiIo Obl pa3pemienueM. Ho 3aech 1 ceffuac OHO
paspymmio yapbl. TOT MUT TIPOCTOTHI, MX KpaTKOe 0OBATHE OCTAIUCh B mporuiom. Kanuran eme
HEMHOT'O CKJIOHHJI TOJIOBY, KOCHYBIIHCH I'yOaMH €€ BOJIOC, a 3aTeM C TSIKEJIbIM B3[I0XOM OTCTPAHHJICS.

— IIpocty, — mpoGopmoTalt OH, XOTSI HU 0 YeM He coxanen. — [Ipoctu, Dnuc. He 3Hato, 4T0 310
Ha MeHs Hanwto. HaBepHoe, He cTOMIO MHE Tak 37MThes Ha Jkecca.

Omna He BBIITyCKaJia ero pyoariky, Kpernko CkuMmasi TKaHb B MaJIeHbKHX Ky/aukax. JIoom oHa
yIUpanack eMy B rpyib. JlepTpuH moHumas: oHa He X04eT, YToObI OH yxomul. OHa He XO4eT, YTOObI
OH TIpeKpaIiaji To, 9To Havajl. BeICBOOOXKIasACh M3 ee PyK, OH KaK Oy/ITO OTPBIBAI OT ceOsl IeMKOro
KOTEHKA, U JIeJI0 JIMIIIb OCIIOKHSIIOCHh TEM, UTO CaM OH 3TOro He xotes. OH v peCTaBUTh HE MOT, YTO
OJIHJK/IBI CTAaHET OepeKHO OTTAIKUBATh OT ce0sl KEHIIMHY «paau ee ke Omara». C Ipyroit CTOpoHbl,
OH HHKOT/Ia He TyMaJl, 4TO OKaKeTCsI B CTOJIb COMHUTEIbHOM TosiokeHuu. [Toka oH pa3 1 HaBceraa He
pazbepercs ¢ [IxeccoM, OH HE MOXKET TO3BOJIUTH DJIUC HUYETO, UTO MPEBPATUT €€ B OPYKHE MPOTHB
HEro.

— Tloxoxe, TeueHMe CTAHOBHUTCS HEHaleKHBIM. MHe HyXHO meperoBoputh co Caprom, —
COJITQJT OH.

Jlumb Owb1 yiTH ¢ KamOy3a, MoAasbile OT Hee, YTOOB OHA He ycIesa CIPOCHTh, KaK TIOHUMATh
ciosa [Ixecca. A 3aomHo JlepTpuH cMOXeT yOeaUThCsl, YTO OXOTHUK JIEHCTBUTEIIBHO YOpaics ¢ 6ap-
Kaca Y 3aHsUICS] CBOUM JIEJIOM.

Koraa oH MSITKO OTCTpaHWIICS OT DNHC, Ta BIIVIsTHY/Ia HA HETO B KpailHeM 3aMelaTe/bCTBe:

— Jlecprpum, 1...
— 51 HeHa#oMroO, — MOOOEIAN OH, OTBOPAYMBASICh.
— Ho... — ycnien ycnplmarhs OH, a IOTOM OCTOPOXXHO MPHUKPBLT ABEPb, OTTOPOAMBIINCH OT €€

CJIOB, U TIOCTIEIIIIJT Ha TTATy0y.

Oroiizist mogaskiie, 9To0bI ero He ObLIO BUIHO U3 OKHa, JIehTprH OCTaHOBHIICS 1 OOJIOKOTHJIICS
o riaHmmpb. EMy He xotenock pasroBapuBaTh co CBaprom mwim ¢ KeM-To emie. He Hy)HO, 4TOOBI
KOMaH/1a 3HaJia, BO YTO OH MX BCeX BTSAHYJ. Bynb npokysaT [Ikecc co CBOMMU TYMaHHBIMH YT PO3aMH,
Oy/ib TIPOKJIAT TOT KAJICHIMUCKUI KyTell U TUIOTHUKH, He YMEIOIIUe JAepkaTh poT Ha 3aMke. U Oyib
MIPOKJISIT OH CaM 3a TO, YTO 3aBapwil 3Ty Kairy. Korza oH TObKO Halles To IMBOAPEBO, OH 3HAJ, YTO
OHO MOXET HaBJieub Ha Hero Oeny. [louemy oH He ocTaBWII ero TaMm Jiexars? Vm He pacckasan o
HeM japakoHam u CoBeTy, 4TOOBI Te caMy O HeM Oecrokowvch? Beap OH 3HaJ, YTO NPUCBAMBAThH
IMBOJPEBO U UCTIONB30BATh €r0 Terneph 3amperieHo. Ho Bce paBHO 310 caenan. [otomy uto moouT
CBOU KOpaoOb.

Kanmran onrytun, kak no dansmoopty CMOSHOrO NpoIinia Apoxb OecrokoncTa. OH ycro-
KauBAIOIIMM KECTOM C3KaJl IJTAHIIUPh U 3aTOBOPUII BCIYX, XOTsI M HE'POMKO, 00paiasich K KUBOMY
KOpaoIo.

— Her, s o1 0 yeM He xaJieo, — 3aBeprl OH Kopadib. — Thl 310 3acyxuit. 1 B3su1 TO, UTO OBLIO
TeOe HY)KHO, U MEHSI He 3a00THT, MOXET JIU KTO-TO JIPYrod MOHSATh WM MPOCTUTH MeHs. 1 Juiib
OI1acaich, YTO 3TO MPHUHECET HEMPUITHOCTU BceM Ham. Huuero 6ombie. Ho s Haiimy criocod Bce
yaaauTb. MoOKelllb HE COMHEBAThCH.

U, cnoBHO BeIpaxkas pa3oM OJIarolapHOCTh U BEPHOCTH, KOPaOib HaOpasl CKOPOCTb.

— U x yemy Takas crnemka? — (ppIpKHYB, OypKHYI cTOSIMIA Y pymnens Csapr.

Baropimkam npuIuioch YCKOPUThCS, MOATAXUBAsACh K Xoay cynHa. JledpTpuH cHsi pyku c
TUTAHIIMPS, 3aCYHYJI B KADMaHBI U TPUCIIOHUJICS K CTeHKe MaTyOHOUM HaJICTPOMKY, YTOOBI HE Iy TaThCs
101 Horamu y koMaHipl. OH HUYEro He CKa3asl HHIKOMY U3 HUX, a T€ 3HaJIM, YTO He CTOUT 0OpaIarhcs
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K HEMY, KOTla OH CTOHT BOT TaK, BECh B Pa3MBIIIUICHUsIX. Y KanuTaHa TpyIHOCTH. OH CIpaBUTCS C
HUMH caM, 0e3 TIOMOIIM KOMaH/1bl. IMEHHO TaK MOCTYMAlOT KalMTaHBbl.

JlehTpuH BBIyIHIT U3 OAHOTO KapMaHa TPYOKY, U3 IPyroro — tadak, Ho 3aTeM yOpaJt ux 0OpaTHo,
TIOHSIB, YTO HE MOXET BEpHYTbCSl Ha KaMOy3 3a oroHbkoM. OH B3/10xHYyI. JledTpuH ObUT 10 MO3ra
kocreit Toprobuem Jloxaessix yamo6. [Tpuosiis kpaitne BaxkHa. Ho u BepHOCTh TOXE. U yenoBeu-
HOCTb. Kaicquitip! peayioKuiy emMy IiaH, Cysmid 6oratcTBo. Eciv TObKO OH cornlacuTest mpe-
natb JloxkaeBble 4amoObl 1 yOUTh pa3yMHOE CYIIECTBO, CJIOBHO OOBIYHOE KMBOTHOE, TO TOTYYUT
1iesioe cocrosinue. Y cBoe nmpesioxkeHne OHU 3aMaCKHPOBAIH TOJ1 YTPO3Y — OOBIYHBIN 1151 KAJICUANT-
1IEB CIIOCOO BTATUBATh KOro-11O0 B 1eso. Hayanock Bce ¢ «TOProBIia 3epHOM», KOTOPBIH MOAHSIICS
Ha OopT CMONSIHOrO B ycThe peku JokIeBbiX 4amo0, 4ytoOsl yrpoxarts Jledrpuny. Cunan Apux
ObLT HACTOJIKO OTKPOBEHEH, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BO3MOKHO /7151 Kancuauiina. ['eprior Kancunpr nepsxurt
B 3aJIOKHMKAX €ro pOJIHBIX, U ApUX MOHIET Ha BCe, YTOOBI JOOBITh JPAKOHBU MOTPOXa M Mpouee
CTapUKy Ha JIEKapCcTBa.

Jleprpun gyman, uTo BUIEN KyIa B OCJAEAHUN pa3, Koraa Beicaawi ero B Tpexore, qymad,
YTO yrposa Jjsl Hero u ero kopadomns munosana. Ho Her. Ecnu kascuauen oqHax bl BUETUJICS B
Te0s1, TO yXe HuKorjaa He ormyctuT. Eme B Kaccapuke, nepes caMbIM OTIUIBITUEM, KTO-TO MOAHSIICS
Ha OOPT M OCTaBWJI MO IBEPhI0 MAJICHbKHMI CBUTOK. B TaifHOH 3ammcke roBOPUIIOCH, YTO BCKOpE Ha
60pT nogHMUMeTCs1 COOOTHUK. Ecii KanuTaH OyleT ¢ HUM COTpyIHMYATh, eMy IeApo 3ariaTaT. Ecim
e HET, BCEM CTaHEeT M3BECTHO, KaK OH TMOCTYNHJI C JUBOApeBOM. M Torga ero usHb MYKYMHBI,
CyHOBJIaJIeTIbIIa U TOPro.iia OyaeT paspyiieHa. Ho riaBHOe, BOZMOXKHO, OH yMaJeT B rJia3ax DJvcC.

W BOT 3TO NO03peHne MepeBenBaio TP HECOMHEHHbIE Yrpo3bl. Kanntana coBepiiieHHO He
MIPEJIBIIAJIO MPEUIOKEHNE KAJICHINIALA, HO TIPEX/IE OH pa3ayMbIBal, HE YCTYIHUT JIU TPUHYKACHUIO.
A tenieps JlepTpun permi TBepao: HUKoraa. CTOMIO eMy YCIbIaTh, Kak JIPAKOHBH X PAHUTETN BO3-
MYIIIEHHBIM IIENOTOM OOCY:KAAI0T npeyioxkenue ['pedra, u oH noHsu1, KTo npenarens. He I'pedr —
IyCTh IOHEI] CYMTaeT ceOsi 00pa30BaHHBIM 1 CBOOOIOMBICIIAIINM, HO JIehTprH NOBUIAT TAKUX PEOST.
Bce nonmuTtryeckre uaeu U «CBeXHe» MBICITH MAIBUUIIKY MYCThl. X paHUTE b BCETO-HABCETo MOBTO-
pser yoemuTenbHbIe cJIoBa KOro-1o u3 crapmmux. [Ipuyem He KapcoHa, ¢ oberuyenuem nousun Jled-
TpuH. He mpuzercst ccoputhbest co CTapbIM APYrOM — U HA TOM CIIacuoo.

3acnanen — [Ixecc. OXoTHHK nopHswIcs Ha 0opt B Kaccapuke, siko6sl TamomrHui CoBeT TOp-
TOBLIEB HAHSUI €r0, YTOOBI 0OeCTIeunBaTh JPAKOHOB muilel B myTH. JIn6o CoBeT MOHSTUS HE UME O
APYroM ero HaHuMaresie, MO0 TaM BCe HACTOJBKO MPOTHUJIO, UTO Jaxe TyMarh He xouercs. Ceiuac
HE JI0 9TOTO, INIABHOE — OXOTHUK. J’Kecc sIBHO MCKaJ MoAXoAbl K I'pedty, 6onTan ¢ HUM y KOCTpa Kak-
OBl Beuep, 00emIa, YTO HAyIUT JIyUIlle YIIPaBJIsAThCS C OXOTHUYBMM CHapsikeHueM. JlepTpuH Buaedn,
KaK OH BTUPAETCS B IOBEPHUE K IOHOIIIE U 3aBOEBBIBAET €r0 YBaKEHHE, KAK BOBJIEKAET €r0 B 3aMBbICIIO-
BaTble (pusocopckue Hecepl, UCTIOABOIb 3aCTaBIISIET MOBEPUTH, U4TO ['pepT cam BUIUT, HACKOIBKO
y3KH ¥ HAaMBHBI B3MJISIIbI €10 ToBapuiieil. 1o [lxecc yoeann MabumIKy, OyATO MPeJBOAUTENBCTBO
00sI3pIBAET COBEPIATh HEMBICTMMBIE TIPEsK/IE TIOCTYIKU PAIM «BBICIIETo OJlara» Tex, y Koro KMIika
TOHKA MPHU3HATh TAKYI0 HEOOXOOMMOCTb. Jl)ecc yKpernui ero yoexaeHue, 9To OH BO3IJIaBJIsieT Apa-
koHbUX xpanutesiedt. Cam JlepTpuH HaxoqM 3TO MaTOBeposTHEIM. OH BUET JIMIA APYTUX PeOAT,
Korga Te oocyxaanu npeaioxenue ['pedra. Bee kak oauH ObUM HENPUSATHO MOpaxeHsl. [laxke ero
npuxBocTHH, Keii3 u Bokcrep, He marHysm Beiieq 32 HIM Ha 3Ty 3bIOKYIO TTOYBY — TOJIBKO Teperiisi-
IbIBAJIMCH, KAK pacTepsiHHbIC eHKH. Boxogut, ['pedT ¢ HUMU 3TO paHblle He 00CyKAa.

Bor tak JleprpuH 1 BeIUMCINI, OTKYAa UIeT 3apa3a. Ixecc. [lxecc HaBepHSKA NOAal UIEK0
TaK, YTO BCE BBIVISNEIO PasyMHO M MPAKTUYHO. J’KecC HaMEKHYJI MaJIbUMIIKE, YTO HACTOSIIEMY
MPEABOAMTENI0 MHOT/A MPUXOAUTCS NMPUHMMATh TpPYIHbIe pemieHus. Hacrosimue mpeaBoguTtenu
MOPO¥A BHIHYKAEHBI COBEPIIATH ONACHBIE, HEPUSITHBIE U Aaxe Oe3HPABCTBEHHBIE TIOCTYIIKU PA/IU TeX,
KTO clieqyeT 3a HuUMu. Hamprmep, pazaenarts JpakoHa W IPOAATh MO YaCTSAM UyKeCTpaHIaM, YTOObI
HaOUTh COOCTBEHHbBIC KapMaHHbI.
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W 1oHew erkoBepHO MpUCITyIIAICS K CIOBaM MYIPOro CTapIIero OXOTHMKA U CTall BblIAaBaTh
€ro MBICJIM 32 CBOM. A KOT/Ia ero BBICTYIUIEHHE MPOBAJIMIIOCH, B omasie okazasicst onvH ['pedr. Ipyxoa
Jl’ecca ¢ OCTaJIbHBIMU XPaHUTEISIMU HE MOCTPaalia, 3aTO OXOTHUK Y3HaJl, KaK OHM OTHOCSITCS K
320010 IPaKOHOB pau eHer. Uto Bechma revasbHo — Jleprpun cunrait, yro ['pedt criocodeH co Bpe-
MEHEM BO3IJIaBUTh OTPsi[l, KOTjia HaObeT JOCTATOYHO IIUINEK Ha IMyTH HaBepX. Bripouem, 3ta orutom-
HOCTb MOET CTaTh OJJHOM M3 TaKUX IIMIIEK. EC/M napHio XBaTUT BBIIEPKKU, OH CIEJIaeT BHIBOJIBI U3
CITyYHMBIIIETOCS ¥ IBUHETCA Aajblne. Ecim jke HeT — 4To K, HEeKOTOPbIe MaTPOCHl CTAHOBSITCS KaruTa-
HaMH, a IPyTUM He JIOCTYKUTbCS U JI0 TOMOIIIHUKOB.

Kak Ob1 Tam HEU ObUTO, TipoMaltika ['pedpra nmpomuna s JlepTpuHa cBeT Ha IpOMCXOsAIIIee.
OH u panbliie nogo3pesai [Ixecca, oHako Terepb 3Ha HaBepHsika. Korna Jledtpun B nepBbiii pa3
nodece0BaJl ¢ OXOTHUKOM HaeJMHE U OOBHHWII €T0 B MOCOOHMYECTBE KAJICHIUICKOMY KYIIILY, TOT
naxe OpoBbio He ToBesl. OH TYT ke MPU3HAJICS U TMPETIONOKIUII, YTO Terephb, KOrua MexXIy HUMU
HE OCTaJIOCh HEJOMOJIBOK, paboTaTh BMecTe OyAeT Kyaa Kak rnpoire. Kamuran 10 cux mnop ckpumnen
3y0amMu, BCTIOMUHAsI, KaK THYCHBII HErO[si yXMBUISIICS, Tpeiarasi 3aMeIJINTh X0 Oapkaca: Toraa
JPaKOHbI, XPAHUTENN U OCTAJIbHbIE OXOTHUKH YIILTU OBl JAJIEKO BIIEPE/I, & OHU C JIETKOCTHIO TIPUKOH-
YT OBl OTCTAIOIIETO 3BEpsl.

— U kak TonpKo Mbl U30aBUM Oeioiary OT MydeHUH M pasjiesiaeM TYIIY, TO pa3BEepHEM CYTHO
Y HalpaBUMcs B OTKpbIToe Mope. Her Hyx sl Hu 3axonuts B Tpexor wim Kaccapuk, Hu f1axe 1po-
XOAUTh MMMO HHX TP CBeTe JHs. MBI I0CTaBUM Tpy3 MPSMUKOM K roOepesxbio. Korma okaxemcs
Ha MecTe, 1 M0fIaM CUTHAJI 0COOBIM MOPOIITKOM — OH MCIYCKaeT SIPKO-KPACHBIN JIbIM TIOUTH O€3 OrHS.
[Neuku ¢ kamOy3a OyneT noBosbHO. Ham HaBcTpedy BhIiiieT Kopaliib, U Mbl OTripaBuMcs B Kasncumy
3a IeHbramMu, Kakux TeOe ¢ KOMaH/I01 He TIOTPaTUTh BOBEK.

— Ha 6opry CMOISIHOTO HaXOAUTCS HE TOJIIBKO MOSI KOMaH/Ia, — XOJIOAHO 3ameTu JlepTpuH.

— 3ro s 3ameTu. Ho, Mexay Hamu, mo-mMmoemy, 6ada ot 1edst 6e3 yma. Tak He mepeMOHbCs ¢
Heit. Ckaxu, 4To yBe3emb ee B Kancumy, rie oHa Oyaer KuTh Kak npuHiiecca. OHa cormacurcs. A
TOT IIET0JIb, YTO €€ COMPOBOXKIAET, TOJIBKO M MEUTaeT, YTOOBI 100paThest 10 uBum3anun. Ckopee
BCETo, eMy 0e3pa3InvHo, Ky/la eXaTh, JTUIIb Obl He B JlokIeBble YamoObl. My BKITI0UM ero B yroBop. —
OXOTHUK yXMBUIBHYJICA ellie Impe U no0aBmi: — M mpocto u3baBbest oT Hero. JImuHo mue Ge3
Pa3HUIIBL.

— 51 Hukoraa He MOKMHY Kopadib. A CMOISIHOM He BhIAEpKUT Joporu B Kancumy.

— HeyxTto? — uzymusicsi peaTenb, CKIOHUB TojloBy HaOok. — Choaercss MHe, TBOM Oapkac
MOXET BhIAEPKaTh Kyaa OoJbllie, YeM KaxkeTcsl ¢ TiepBoro B3misgga. Ecimu tedbe Masio Tex jAeHer, 4To
ThI TIOJTYYMIIIb 32 KYCKH JIPAaKOHA, ObIOCH 00 3aKJIa/l, Thl HE MEHbIIIE BRIPYUHIIL 32 KOpadib, TeM Ooliee
«yCOBEPIIEHCTBOBaHHbI». [lenukom. Wi no yactsm.

Bot Tak-10 BOT. OXOTHUMK CIIOKOMHO BCTPETWUJI SIPOCTHBIM B3IVIsJ KalMTaHa, HE MpeKpalas
rajgeHpko ynbioatecs. OH 3Han. OH 3HaI, yeM ObuT1 CMONSHOM, 3HaJ, uTo Harnen JledpTpuH u Kak
MIOCTYIIMJI CO CBOEW HaxXOOKoW. «Thl caM-TO HAYEM He JIydllie», — TOBOpuJIa 3Ta yiblOKa. OH Takoi
xKe, Kak [Ixecc. JlepTpuH yke HAKMBAICSA HA APAKOHAX.

N ecnu on BhImact Jlxxecca, TOT OTIUIATUT TOM ke MoHeTol. Kanmran onrytmn, kak CMOJSTHOR
TsHETCs K Hemy. OH ObICTPO IarHys1 K OOpTy U MOJIOKII PyKy Ha CepeOpUCTYIO IPEBECHHY.

— Bce Hanmagurcs, — 3aBepuii oH Kopabib. — [ToBeps MHe. f uro-HUOYIL puayMalo. 51 Bcerma
HaXOy BBIXOI.

VY06paB J1a0Hb ¢ TUIAHIIKPS, OH HarpaBuiicst K CBapry, MpoCcTo Ha Ciyvai, eCii DIIUC BAPYT
BBII/IET HA TATYOy.

Caapr, 1o 0OBIKHOBEHUIO HEPA3rOBOPYMBBIN, HAJIETasl HA PyMIIeNb, U €ro B3IJIs]I, OTCTPAHEH-
HBII ¥ MeUTaTeJIbHBIN, ObLT MPUKOBAH K Bofie. A Be/ib OH HeMOJIof, MoHsT Bapyr Jledrpun. [Ia uro
TaM, OH U caM yXke JIaBHO He MaJiburK. KanuTan nepecuuTai rofpl, MpoBeJeHHbIe UMU OOK O OOK,
MIPUIIOMHIJL, YTO UM JJOBEJIOCH MIEPEKUTh BMECTE, TUIOX0€ U Xopoiuee. CBapr He YCOMHWJICS B pellie-
HUM KanuTaHa, Korga JlepTpuH pacckasan o HaiiIeHHOM JMBOJPEBE M KaK HAMEPEH KCIONIb30BaTh
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ero. CBapr mMor Ol BBIJIaTh €ro, HO He cTaj. CBapr Mor Obl B3SITh €ro 3a ropjo, norpedopars cede
YacThb IPeBECUHBI B OOMEH Ha MOJYaHUe, YUTH ¢ Cy[Ha, MPoaaTh ee u pazdorarets. Ho HU4Yero atoro
OH He caenai. OH MOMPOCUIT TOJIBKO 00 OJHOM — MPOCTasi MPOCh0a, C KOTOPOW eMy CJIe/IOBAJIO Obl
0OpaTUTHCS TAaBHBIM-/IABHO.

«EcTp ofHa jXeHIMHA, — IPOrOBOPUJI OH TOTJa MEIEHHO. — XOPOIIasi )KEHIINHA, U3 PEYHBIX,
yMeeT YNpaBJsATbCs ¢ padoToil Ha kKopadie. f 3Hal, Y4TO eclii OCTaHyCh Ha CyAHE ceilvac, 3HAUUT
octanych HaBcerga. C Takoy KEHIUHOM JIETKO ObITh psimoM. OHa CMOXET HaBCerja CTaTh YacThio
komaHzpl. OHa MmoHpaBuTCs Tede, K31. 1 yBepeH, TOHPABUTCS».

Bor Tak BennmnH cTana 4acTbio 3aKJII0YEHHOTO C PYJIEBBIM YTOBOPA, M HUKTO 00 3TOM HU pasy
He noxasies. OHa nogHsIach Ha OOpT, MOBECHIa Ha KPIOK MaTPOCCKYIO KUCY U CIIMJIa 3aHABECKY,
4100l OHU cOo CBaprom Moriu yenuHuThess. CMOISTHOMY OHa cpa3y MoHpaBuiach. bapkac cran ee
JIOMOM U ero cyIb00i. DTH JBOE JABHO YKe MOPBAJIM BCe CBS3M C cyIeid, 1 CBapr ObUT JOBOJICH CBOEH
KU3HBIO. 1 BOT ceiiyac OH CTOsUI, CKUMasl IIMPOKUMH JIAIOHSIMU PYMIIENTb, KaK U OOBIYHO, THAMMU
HanposieT. Jledprpun nomarai, uro Capr, NOCTOSIHHO KacaloIUNCs ApeBecuHbl, 3HaeT CMOJISTHOTO
HE XyXe ero camMoro. 3HaeT u JIIOOUT.

— Kak oH cerognsi? — cipocuit KanuraH, Kak OyATO caM He 3HaJl OTBETA.

CBapr NoIHST Ha HETO B3IJIsA[, CJIeTKa YUBUBIIMCH OECCMBICTIEHHOCTH BOIPOCA.

— OTMYHO MJeT, KanuTaH, — OypKHYJI OH OOBIYHBIM HU3KMM TOHOM, TaK 4TO TpeOoBaslach
MIPUBBIUKA, YTOOBI pa3o0paTh MpousHeceHHoe. — B oxoTky. [IHo 31ech xopomee. He Takoit Tonkwuii
W1, KaKk BUepa. Mbl uieM BepHbIM KypcoM. 1o TouHO. U GBICTpO.

— Papn cnpiars, Ceapr, — oto3Basics JlepTpuH, 1 pyseBoid BEpHYJICS K CBOMM Pa3MbILLUIEHUSAM
Y CO3EPIAHUIO.

B 3tom rony CmonstHoMy IpHIIUIOCh TPE0OPA3UThCs, U 3TO OBUIO JIs1 HEr0 HEMPOCTOE BpeMsl.
JledpTpuH pacrycTui 00 JIBIIYI0 YacTh KOMaH/Ibl, COOOIIUB O CBOEH HAXOJIKe W 3aMbIC/IaX, CBSI3aH-
HBIX C TUBOJIPEBOM, TOJIBKO T€M, B KOM ObLIT YBEpeH, YTO OHU He pa3donTaoT U He yilnyT. Hu onun
Oaropiyk He cMor Obl Topadotarh Ha CMOJISITHOM M HE 3aMETHTh, YeM OTJINYaeTcsi 0apKac OT APYTrux
cynoB. Kannran 1nyHO 0TOOpast Kaxk0ro YieHa KOMaH/Ibl ¥ B35UT C HEro o0eIaHme OcTaThCst Ha 00pTy
10 KOHIIA CBOMX JIHEW. XeHHeccH MpeaaHHo Moot Oapkac, benmH HpaBuiach KU3Hb Ha Cy/HE, a
Diifep OTMYAJICA Pa3roBOPYMBOCTHIO sikops. Uto 10 Ckeun, Kopadiib IOJKeH ObUT MepeiTH K Hell
o HacnenctBy. Kazanock Obl, TaliHa HaJIeKHO CKPHITa OT TIOCTOPOHHUX.

Ho na pene Boiuio unave. M BOT Tenepb BCe OHU B OMACHOCTH, BKJIIOYast Kopadib. Uto npen-
npumet CoBeT, eciii y3HaeT o noctynke kanurana? Kak BocipumyT 310 npakonsi? Jledtpun cruc-
HYJT 3yObI 1 Kysaku. CJIMIITKOM TO3/IHO UATH Ha TIOTATHBIN.

Kanuran measienHo oOortiesn namyOy Kpyrom, mpoBepsisi TO, YTO He HYKJAJIOCh B TPOBEPKE, U HE
HaXo/Is1 HU eIMHOI Henonaaku. [xecc u ero yioaka ucyesnu. Otauyno. JledpTprH Ha Mur 3a1ymMascs,
3ateM JI0cTal (psry ¢ poMOM U BHITUIECHYIT €€ COZIEP)KUMOE 32 OOPT, B PEYHYIO BOTY.

— Yt00 OH HUKOTAA HEe BEepHYJICsI! — CBHPEINO BO33BaJ KallMTaH K JIo.

Kak u3BecTHO, 3TOr0 60ra HEe TPOralT MOJILOBI, HO BpEMsI OT BPEMEHH €T0 yIAeTCs OAKYITHTh.
OO6bruHO Jledprpun oOpamancs k Ca, ecau BooOie momuics. Ho mopoid keCcTOKOCTh SI3bIYeCKOro
6ora ocraeTcsi OCTAeAHEeN HaekKION YesIOBEKa.

Hy, He Bnonxe nocnenneit. OH Bcerga MOXET MPUKOHYUTH HETO/ISISL U CaM. ..

OTa MBIC/Ib CMyIIajia KanuTaHa, IpUYeM He TOJBKO TeM, uto Jkecca HaBepHsKa Oyager He
TaK-TO MPOCTO YOUTb. JlepTpuH cumTall, 9TO OH HE U3 TeX, KTO M30aBIIseTCsl OT HEYTOOHBIX JIIO/ICH.
Onnako JIxecc Aaj MOHSATh, YTO JOCTABUT €My He TIPOCTO HeYJ0OCTBO.

Ha Bone, pasmbimuisin JlepTpuH, HaiiieTcsi MHOKECTBO CITOCOOOB M30ABUTHCS OT YesIOBEKa,
BBIJIAB JIEJIO 32 HECUYACTHBIN citydyail. OH paccykJall XJ1aJHOKPOBHO. [xecc cuiieH 1 MpOHUIIaTeNIeH.
I'mymo 6bw10 ceronHs pbruath Ha Hero. CTOMIIO M300pa3UTh MHTEPEC K MPEAJIOKEHUI0 OXOTHUKA, YChI-
IUTh ero OnuTebHOCTh. CTOMIIO MPUIIACUTh €r0 Ha MOJTHOYHYIO MPOTYJIKY K CISIIAM JIPAaKOHAM.
OTmyHast BO3MOXKHOCTh PUKOHUMTh oXoTHUKA. Ho Ixxecc BhiBen JleprprHa u3 cebst HACTOJBKO,
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YTO €My CTaJIO HE JI0 CTpaTteruu. ' HycHble yXMBUIKU B CTOPOHY DJIMC OH CTEPIIETh HE MOT. DTOT KpbI-
CIOK TIOYyslJI, Kak oTHOcuTcs K Hell Jledrpun. U y kanurana cinoxuioch BneyamieHue, uyto [Jxecc
C PaJOCTBIO UCTIOPTUT UM KU3Hb — MPOCTO TIOTOMY, 4TO MOkeT. OH BUJIEIN JIMIIO OXOTHHKA, KOTrAa
Dnuc BepHy/Iach Ha OOPT C APAKOHBEH UYENTyHKOM, KOTOPYIO C TAKMM BOCTOPIOM BCEM TOKa3bIBAJIA.
OH BuJeI Xa/IHBIA OrOHEK, BCIIBIXHYBIIWKI B m1a3zax [lxecca, u ucnyraics 3a nuc. JlegTpuH mnpo-
I1eJT ele HECKOJIbKO IIaroB Mo mainyde W MOonpaBuil OyXTy Tpoca, U Oe3 TOro YJIOKEeHHYIO BIIOJTHE
aKKypaTHo.

[Tozanpornuioir Houbto [xecc siBwics K Jleptpuny ¢ HOBbIM ItaHom. [Dliems emy mpoed,
TBepas, uro Ceqpuk SAKOObI OXOTHO MIPUCOEIMHUTCS K «HX» 3aroBopy. OH He moxesnasl OObsICHUTD,
OTKYJIa y HErO Takasi yBepeHHOCTh, HO JIepTprH ABaX bl 3aCTaBall €ro OKOJIO KaloThl O0sIbHOTO. [kecc
JIMIIb TIPE3PUTENIBHO YXMBUISIJICS — OH SIBHO cuMTal, uto Jledprpun, Dmuc u Ceaprk BMecTe CroBo-
PUJIHCH TIPOTUB JPAKOHOB, & OH CaM MOXET NMPHUCOEIMHUTHCS K UX COI03Y U MCIOJIb30BaTh €ro K co0-
CTBEeHHOU Bbirofe. Pano wim nozauo [Ixecc nmorooput ¢ CeAprKoOM, M TOT JIETKO TIOBEPHT, OYATO
JledpTpun 3a00HO ¢ oxoTHUKOM. KanutaH sicHO ceOe TpeCTaBIsI, YTO CKakeT TOprosell u3 Yiaad-
HOTO, Korja [l)ecc nmoaemTcst Takum BOT 3aMbICiioM: JledpTpuH noxwutiaer uc v yBo3uT ee B Kas-
cumy, MOCcKoNbKy caM CeapHK, MOMyYrB AOCTATOYHO JIEHET, C paJoCThio MoeieT Tyaa xe. M uro
CKaXeT DJc, ecnu ee yoenar, Oyaro JlepTprH TOIBKO U KJIET YIOOHOTO CiTydast, YTOObI IPUKOHYUTh
JpaKkoHa.

Arot Ixecc HenpeackazyeMm. OT Hero HeoOXoAMMO U30aBUTHLCS. B KamutaHe 3pesna XomoqHast
YBEPEHHOCTb, M OH UyBCTBOBaJI, YTO CMOJISIHOM COIVIACEH C €r0 pelIeHUueM. DTO Ka3aloch €Ba Jiv
He 00JierYeHreM.

Youiicto [Ixecca, IpeInoNoKuI OH, TIOBJIEUET 32 COOOH OIpe/ie/IeHHbIE MOCIEICTBUSA, IaKe
eci 0OCTaBUTh €ro Kak HecyacTHbIH ciydail. Kancunumiickuit kynenr CuHan Apux 3aXodeT y3Harh,
YTO CIIyYWJIOCh C €r0 HAaeMHHUKOM, eciu [[)kecc He NpUIIUIET eMy BECTOUKY B YCJIOBJIEHHBIA CPOK.
UYro xk, mycTb ragaer! Peka JlokIeBbIX 4amoO — MECTO omacHoe. 371ech Joau 1 Oojiee OIBbITHBIE,
yem [[xecc, 1 Kyaa 6osee mopsouHble morudau. Pemmenvie ykopenusock B ayie Jledgrpuna. Ckopo
Ilxecc ymper.

Ho 310 mpunercsi Kak-To MOACTPOUTh. A 3HAYUT, HAJIO TOMBITATHCS YOSAUTh OXOTHHUKA, YTO
KanuTaH rnepegayMan. MoxeT ObITh, JaXe yaacTcsl yBepHTh [kecca, 4To OH MOTepsit HHTepec K DuC.
Ecnm 0XOTHUK miepecTaHeT BUIAETh B HEH OpyXue, KOTOPHIM MOKHO BOCIIONB30BaThcsl MpOoTUB Jled-
TPUHA, TO, CKOpee BCEro, MPeKpaTUT ee JOHUMaTh. [locie 4ero octaHeTcs UMb A0KIATHCS MOAXO0-
MAIIEH BO3MOXKXHOCTH.

Tyt CmossiHOH 6e3 CJIOB OKJIMKHYJI €r0, IPUBJIeKast BHUMaHUE.

— Yo Takoe? — cpocuil OH y Kopaliisi U OCTAaHOBUJICS.

Brictpo ornsneBimch, JledpTpuH He 3ameTws1 HUYero onacHoro. Hecmotpst Ha mpenjior, mox
KOTOPBIM OH cOe:kaJl OT DITUC, TA YACTh PEKU HE CYJIMJIa HUKAKUX HeMTpUsATHOCTe!. Pycio okaitmiisiim
3apOC/IH KaMbllla, ¥ 6apkac MpoCTO JBUTAICS MEkTy HUMH. PHIObI 31€ch OblIO TIONHO, U JledTpun
TMOJI03PEBAJT, YTO JPAKOHBI MO MYTH KaK CJAEAYeT MOAKPEATCS.

3aTeM KamuTaH pasrisjaes, Kak TpenenryT AepeBbs, pacTyliye 3a Kambiiiamu. KpoHsl conpo-
raJIUCh, C HEKOTOPBIX TMOCHINAIUCH KEJIThIEe JIUCThSI U MEJKHe BETKHM. MUroM mozxe nmpruOpexHbie
KaMBIIIIM BCKOJIBIXHYJ/Ia BOJIHA M MTOKATHJIACH JaJIbllie, B PeKy, B30aJaMyTHB BoLy U TpaBy. OHa yna-
pUJIa B KOPITYC Cy[IHA U MPOIILIA JaJbllle, TOYTH He3aMeTHast Ha ITyOHrHe.

— 3emuerpsiceHue! — KpUKHYI ¢ KopMbl CBapr.

— 3emwmsietpsicenue! — mpopesen bosbiioii Ditep, npeaynpexaas XpaHuTeaen B JIOAKaX.

— Touno! — moareepaun Jledgrpun. — OtBeaute CMOISHOTO Kak MOXHO JaJibllie OT Oeperos,
HO TakK, 4TOObI He IOTepsATh JHO. OCTOPOKHO, B3SIIUCH!

— IToGeperuce! — OTKJIIMKHYJIUCH OaropIIvKH.

[Noka CmossiHOM OTXOAMIT OT Oepera, 1o KpOHaM JIepeBbeB MPOIIUIa elle oJHa BoTHa. Ha 3emutio
JO’K/IEM TIOCHITTAJINCH JIUCThSI, BETKH M CTapble ITHYbY FHe3a. MUT — ¥ KaMBbIIIIH, PsiJ 32 PSIOM, OKY-
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HYJIUCh B BOJLY, a 3aTeM OapKac rnokavynyscs. JlebTpuH HaxMypuJicsi, HO He OTBEJ B3IVIsi/a OT Jiepe-
BbEeB. 3eMJICTPSICEHU ST YaCTEHBKO CITyJaich B JJOkIEBBIX Yarmodax, v 1o OOoJIbIIIel YacTh Ha c1adbie
TOJTYKY HUKTO He oOparai BHuMaHust. CHUIIbHBIC jKe He TOJBKO YTPOKaJIU KU3HU Pa00UMX, BEIYIIUX
packonku B ropoaax CrtapIux, HO ¥ MOIJIM CBJIUTh CTapoe WM MOATHUBINEe AepeBo. laxe eciu
CTBOJI HE PyXHET MPsIMO Ha NanyOy, U3-3a HUX, Kak cibimat JletpuH, mopoit ToHym kopadiu. ['oBo-
PAT, BO BpEMEHa ero JeAyIIKi UMEHHO yIaBIlee JePeBO, MO-HACTOSIIEMY OrPOMHOE, OCTAHOBHUIIO
BCe BUKCHUE HAa peKe, U padounM MoTpeOoBaoCh MOUTH IMOJITO/Ia, YTOOBI PacUMCTUTh (hapBatep.
Cam OH HECKOJIbKO COMHEBAJICS B ITPABUBOCTH 3TOM UCTOPHH, HO B KX I0M JIeTeH/Ie HAlIeTCs 3epHO
uctuHbl. HaBepHska rae-HuOY/Ib 1a yajio JOCTaTOUHO OOJIBITIOE IEPEBO, YTOOBI TIOIIIN TAKHUE CITyXH.

— Yro npoucxonut? — B ronoce Dmuc yraapiBajgach TpeBora.

OHa ycrbliiana KpUKH 1 BBIIILIA Ha ATyOy.

— 3emuieTpsiceHue, U JIOBOJILHO CUIIbHOE, — He TIIsis Ha Hee, oTBeTm Jledrpun. — [oka urto
HUKaKHUX OCJIOKHEHUH, TIOX0XKE, TOJIBKO JIePEeBbs KaK ClieyeT BCTpsaxHyI0. Hu ogHo He ynano. Ecim
He Oy/IeT BTOPOTO TOJTYKA, IOCUIJIBHEE, MBI JIETKO OTeIaeMCsl.

K ee dectu, Dmmc TONBKO KUBHYJIA B OTBET. 3eMJyIeTpsiceHus1 ObUTH OOBIYHBIM JIEJIOM TI0 BCeM
[TpokssaTeiM OGeperam. Kutesneir YiauHOro UMy He YAWBHIIb, XOTsI KAIUTAaH COMHEBAJICS, YTO DJIHC
JOBOIWJIOCH TIePeXUBaTh MOJOOHOE HAa BOJE WJIM OCTEperaTrhcsl MaJeHUsl KPYIHBIX AepeBbeB. Bos-
MO’HO, U CJIelyIollee MPEeJOCTEPEKEHNE OKAKETCS /1J1s1 HE€ HOBOCTBIO.

— WHorna n3-3a 3eMyeTpsiceHuil Bofia B peke CTaHOBUTCs Oostee eqkoid. Ho He cpasy. Cuuntaercs,
YTO-TO IMPOUCXOIUT BHIIIIE TIO TEUSHHIO U BHITTyCKaeT Oeiyio Boxy. Yepes aBa-Tpu JHS MBI, BO3MOXKHO,
YBUJIUM, YTO peKa coBceM noodenena. M Het. A Berest 3a AeHCTBUTETHHO CHITbHBIM 3eMJIETPSICEHUEM
WHOT/IA TIPUXOJSAT TPSI3EBBIC TOK M.

DJHC TYT ke OLEHWIA YIpo3y.

— Ecnu Bona cienaercst KoM, 4To JienaTh ApakoHam? Y Beiiepkat Jiv JIOOKU XpaHUTesei?

JledTpuH r1yOOKO BIOXHY U BBIIOXHYJT Yepe3 HOC:

— Hy, ata omacHocTh Ha peke Oblia Bceraa. JIogku, BEposATHO, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI ITPojiepKaTcs,
XOTsI Ha BCSAKWM CITy4aid, €Cd BOJIa CTAHeT €IKOH, Mbl 3aTallliM WX Ha manxyly, MOCTaBUM JIPYT Ha
Apyra, a XpaHUTEIN TOTUILIBYT C HAMM.

— A npakonbi?

Kanuran nokayvasn rojoBoit:

— Hackombko s MOoHSI, Y HUX TOBOJIBHO MPOYHBIE MKYpbl. MHOTHE )KUBOTHBIE, PHIOBI U TITHIIBI
4amoO MPUBBIYHBI K 37elIHel Boje. Koe-KTo nepKuTcs mojasisilie OT peKH, Korja oHa Oeseer, a
apyrue Bpoje Obl M HEe 3aMevaloT pa3HuIlbl. Ecu Boja craHeT eikoil, MHOroe OyleT 3aBHCETh OT
TOT0, HACKOJIBKO CHJTBHO M KaK HAJIONTO OHA U3MEHHTCS. [leHb-Ipyroi, TyMaro, IPaKOHbBI BhIICPKAT.
Ecnu nonbine, s1 Hauny GecriokonThest. Ho MoxkeT, Ham MoBe3eT, Mbl HaliJieM CyXou Oeper, U JpaKOHBI
NepexIyT Ha HEM caMmoe XyAlLlee.

— A ecu 6epera He OyaeT? — HErpoOMKO CIpocuia DJuc.

— Tsl u cama 3HaenIb OTBET, — oTo3BasCs JledTpuH.

Jlo cux mop 3a BCIO JOPOTY TaKoe CIYIHJIOCH JIMIIb OMHAX/Ibl. Kak-To BedepoM OHM Tak W HE
HAIIUTA HA/IeKHOTO MeCTa JIIs OT/IbiXa. Bo Bce CTOPOHBI, CKOJIBKO HU CMOTPH, TAHYJIUCH OTHH OO0JI0Ta,
Y pakoOHaM HeKyna ObUIO BBUIE3TH M3 BOABL. HecMOTpst Ha Bce MX BOpYaHUE, UM TPUIILIOCH HOYe-
BaTh MPSIMO B pPeKe, a XpaHWTENIM yIerich Ha naixyoe CMossiHoro. JIpakoHam TOT OIBIT MPUIIIEINICS
COBEPIIICHHO He 0 BKYCY, OMHAKO OHU BhUKWIM. Ho Torma Boga Oblla He CIUIIKOM €KOM, a IMoroa
— MSTKOM.

— WM nipunertcs notepreTsh, — 3akmouni JledprpuH.

Hwu oH cam, Hu D7Hc He 3arOBOPUIIM BCITYX O TOM, 4TO Oesiasi BOja MOKET pa3becTh paHbl Jpa-
KOHOB.

— D70 myTelnecTBUe N3HAYAIBHO COMPOBOXK AN OMACHOCTH, — YyTh TIOMOTYaB, 100aBu Jled-
TpuH. — OUYeBUIHBIE OMACHOCTH, C KOTOPHIMU MBI TIOCTOSTHHO XHBeM OOk o Ook. [lepBble «moce-
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JeHIbl» JIokIeBbIX Yaniod ObUIH, 1O CYTH, OPOIIEHBI 3/1eCh Ha IIPOM3BOJ CynbObl. Hu oquH yenoBek
B 3JIPaBOM paccyjiKe He MpHuiries Obl B 9TU Kpas 1o J0Opoi BoJe.

— 1 3HAI0 UCTOPHIO CBOETO HAPOJA, — Mepeduia DIHC HECKOIBKO Pe3KO, HO TYT ke cliabo yIIbio-
Hynack. — U 51, co Bcell onpeesieHHOCTBIO, TPHIIUIA CIofa 1Mo JOOPO BoJIe.

— Ila, BepHO, UcTOpUst YAa4HOTO — 310 McTopus JoxaeBbix damo06. Ho mo-moemMy, Mbl K1uBeM
TYT MOOOJTBIIIE BAIIETO.

Karuran o6nokortuiicst Ha 60pT, omryIas noja pykamu Kpenocts CmosnstHoro. OKMHYI B31JIs-
JIOM TEYEHHE CBOETo MUpA.

— CTpaHHOCTb CTPYMTCSI B BOJaX 3TOM PEKW M BJMsIET HA BCEX HAC Tak WM mHave. Tpexor
He camoe yJoOHOoe MecTo s Ku3HH, U Kaccapuk He syume. Ho 6e3 3Tux roposioB y YaauHoro He
Obu10 Obl Marmu Crapmux Ha mpofgaxy. To ectb HeT JIokJeBbIX 4Yamod — HeT U YJauHoro, Kak s
9T0 BUKY. HO 5 mbITaloch cKas3arh, YTO MOKOJIEHUE 32 TIOKOJIEHUEM, JIECSTUIIETHE 32 IECATUIIETHEM
MOJIOZIbIEe MCCIIeAOBATENH MYCKAINUCh B MyTh, O0eIas, YTO HAUIYT JIydlllee MECTO JJIsl TIOCEIeHHUS.
Hekotoprle Tak 1 He BepHyuch. OcTanbHbIe ke paccKas3biBaid 00 OAHOM M ToM xe. Hudero, kpome
OecKpaiiHell JOJVMHBI, T7Ie MHOTO JIEPEBbEB U elle Oolbliie CHIpocTh. W yeM fnasibiie yriyomsienbes
B Jiec, TeM OoJiee CTpaHHbIM OH CTAHOBUTCs. Bce aKkcneauinm, NoqHUMAaBIINECs: BBEPX MO TEUEHHUIO,
BO3BPAIAINCH, YBEPsIsl, UYTO TOILIM JI0 KOHIIA CYIOXOJHOTO pyciia I JI0 MECTa, TIe peKa pasiIniiach
BO BCIO IIIMPb, TaK 4TO 00a Oepera Harpoyb CKPLUTACH U3 BUIA.

— Ho Beap oHM mpoCTO He 3aXOAMITH I0CTATOYHO JaJieKo, ipaaa? MHe rnonajgaioch Tak MHOTO
yroMuHaHui KesbCUHTPBI, YTO 51 BEpIO: OHAa TOYHO CyIllecTBOBaIA. U rie-To cymiecTByeT 10 CUX Mop.

— I'opbKasi mpaBaa B TOM, YTO MbI MOKEM IPSIMO CEfYac MpOIUIbIBATh HAaJ HEW M HUKOTraa 00
9TOM J1aXe He y3HaTh. Vn jke OHa MOXET OCTaThCs B MOY/AHE MYTH OT HAC, 3a IEPEBbsIMU, YKPBITAS
MXOM U Ipsi3blo. Vn CTOSITh Ha OIHOM W3 MPHUTOKOB, KOTOPBhIE Mbl MMHOBAIHU. [IBa Apyrux ropoaa
Crapimx To Jiv 3aTOHYJIH, TO JIM UX 3achinano. HUKTO He 3HaeT HaBepHSIKa, YTO C HUMH CITy4HIJIOCh, HO
W3BECTHO, YTO Terepb oHU 1o 3emieil. To xe camoe Morio mpou3oiitu u ¢ Kenbcunrpoit. BepositHo,
TaK ¥ ObU10. Ham M3BECTHO, YTO JaBHBIM-/IABHO CTPSICIIOCH YTO-TO TPaHIMO3HOE U ykacHoe. OT 3Toro
norn6;m Crapiime v oYTH BRIMEPITH ApakoHbl. Mi3menunock Bee. U celiyac Ha caMoM Jielie Mbl BCETo
JIMIIb CJEAYEM 32 JPAKOHAMU 110 CAMOMY CYIOXOHOMY PYCJTy M HaJieeMcsl K UeMy-TO TIPHITH.

Jledprpun mogHs B3OS HA DIUC U YBHUIET, KaK MOOJIEAHENO ee JIMIO TOJ BECHYIIIKaMH, KaK
CIKAJIMCh TYOBI.

— Yucras joruka, muc, — 100aBUI OH, MBITAsSCh TOBOPUTH Msrde. — Ecim O6b1 Kenbcunrpa
BBICTOsIJ1a, pa3Be He yienenu Ol Crapime? A eciu b1 CTapiive BBUKIIH, Pa3Be OHM HE CIaci Obl
npakoHoB? Benb Ha Bcex rodesieHax OHM BCEra psiioM.

—Ho... eciu ThI He BepHIlIb, YTO MBI HaliieM KelbCcHHIpY, ecii Thl ¢ CaMOro Havasia He BEpuII,
YTO MBI MOJKEM €€ HalTH, 3a4eM Thl BOOOIIE OTIPABHJICS B STOT MOXON?

Torna oH 3aryisHyJI MPSIMO B ee cepo-3eJieHble I1a3a:

— Tw xoTena noexarp. Thl x0Tena, YToObI Moexasn si. Tak s MOT IOOBITH PSIJIOM C TOOOH, IMyCTh
Y HE CJIUIIKOM JIOJITO.

[pu 3THX coBax Bes Ayia DUc OTpa3uiach B ee miasax. JleTpuH oTBes B3I

— Bort uto onpenenmno moe perienre. Criepsa, KOrjaa st TOJbKO YCIIBIIIAT 00 3TOM, s TOyMaJI:
«2, 6esymHas 3ares! Bpsi im uTo momydmrcs, 1, Oblock 00 3aKJIal, IJIaTAT COOTBETCTBEHHO». YacTh
JeHer Briepe 1 oOelaHue 30J0ThIX Top, KOIja «Aeio OyleT cienano». Y mpukIIoYeHus o qopore.
Ha peke HeT 4enoBeka, KOTOPBIA He rafaj Obl, rae ee UCTOK. M BOT mpencraBuiach BO3MOKHOCTb
y3HaTh HaBepHsKa. A s Bcerza Obul a3apTeH. Besikuil, KTo paboTaeT Ha peke, UrpaeT B OpJsSHKY Tak
Wi uHaue. Bot 51 v caenain craBky.

Jleprpun Gpocuit cam cede BHI3OB M IPUHSUT COOCTBEHHOE Mapu. Pyku Dnwic nexanu Ha TiaH-
IIMpe PsIOM ¢ ero pyKaMu. OH MSTKO HaK pbUT JIAJIOHBIO €€ MaJIbIIbl — ¥ €T0 eJJBa He CKPYTHJIO CY0PO-
roii. [Ipob oxBaTuiia Bce ero teso. Pyka Dnuc iexana nop ero JajoHblo, a o Hell 0pu1 CMOJISIHOM.
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«Bce, 4T0 MHE HYXKHO B 3TOI KU3HU, CelYac 3/1eCh, MOl MOEH PyKOI», — IIPOHECIIOCh Y HETo
B I'OJIOBE.

MBslicnb oTgaack 3XOM BO BCEM Telle, IPOHUKJIA B KOCTH, BOIIUIA B IIMAHIOyThl CMOJISIHOTO U
BEpHYJIach 0OPATHO, TAK YTO KAITUTaH yXke He MOT ONpelesNTh, I[Ie UMEHHO OHa 3apOANIach.

Jeenaouamolii  Oenv  mecsya Moaums, wecmoii 200 Boawvrnozo coroza
mopeosues

Om 3Opeka, cmompumenss eonyosmuu 6 Yoaunom, — [lemosu,
cmompumenvHuue 2onyosmuu 8 Tpexoze

[MpunoxenHoe nucbMO B 3amevyaraHHOM (yTispe, BecbMa CEeKpeTHOe,
aapecoBaHo ToproBily Heiody. Bpula BHeceHa AOMOMHWTENbHASI TUIATA, YTOOBI
00ECIeYnTh TOCTABKY C HEMOBPEXKICHHOW MIeUaThIo.

Jlemo3u, Mol yueHUK  NO-NpedCHeMy — OMAUMHO  CHPABASIEMCS  C
oos3anHocmamu. Teos cemvsi npekpacto ezo eochumaana. Ewe 6yoem zonocosanue
cmompumeneti, Ho, ckopee @cezo, Pelian noayuum 36amue noomacmepos. A,
pasymeemcsi, cooouaio meobe 3mo no cexpemy, 3HAsi, Umo mvl He OOMONBUUBCS eMY
HU CN08€UKOM 00 ODUUUANLHO20 PEULEHUSL.

On mak npeycnen, umo si NOOYMvlEaro, He 8351Mmv AU MHe omnyck. Mue yoice
0asHO X0menocs cve30umv 6 /lodcoesvle uauioObl U NOCMOMpPems HA MAMOWHUE
uydeca. A, KoHeuHO Jice, He HaMePeH 310YNnompedAsnb 20CMENPUUMCIBOM MEOUX
POOHBIX, HO OblA Obl pad HAKOHeU-Mo Yeudemsv meodsi soouuro. 4Ymo mot 06 smom
oymaeutv?

Ipex
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I'naBa 3
IlepBasi 1o00bIUA

Bce no enuHOro XpaHurenu cpasy MOHSUIA, YTO UM yIpoKaeT, KOrzaa IMpoIIeamas Mo Bojie
ps10b BcKoubIXHYIa J1oAkH. [leaiue Briepean JpakoHbl BHE3AITHO BCTAIM, IIMPOKO PACCTABUIIM JIallbl
Y 3apbUIMCh KOITSAMHM B pEYHOE JIHO, AOKHMIAsCh, OKa BOJMHA He npoiiaer. CepeOpsHbIN ApakoH
HEWCTOBO 3aTpPyOMJI, MOTasl TOJIOBOM Tak, OYATO IBITAJICS TIOCMOTPETh BO BCE CTOPOHBI OJHOBpE-
MEHHO. BCITyrHyThIE NTULIBI BCIOPXHYJ/IM C AEPEBbEB U 3aMETAJIMCh HAJl PEKOU, BhIpakas ykKac KpH-
KAMU U ITACKOM.

— Xopoto, 4To MbI He Opocuiuch K Oepery! — KpukHy: Parickaib, Korjaa rnocieaoBai BTOpon
TOJIYOK U Ha JIECHYIO II0YBY ¥ MEJIKOBObE JIOKIEM ITOCHITAINCH JINCThA U BeTKU. — He xBataso eme,
YTOOBI Ha HAC ynaJo JiepeBo!

Tumapa 006 3TOM 1 He TPEeBOKHJIIACh, [TOKA OH He cKaszal. OHa CIIMIIIKOM YBJIEKJIach, CPAaBHUBAS
OLIYILEHUS OT 3eMJIETPSCEHUS Ha BOAE U Ha BEPLIMHE AepeBa. MOXET, pOAUTENHN TOXKE ITOUYBCTBO-
BaJIM TOIYOK. Beicoko B kpoHax Tpexora, B IIaTKKX JEMIEBHIX Jlauyrax, Ipo3BaHHbIX CBEPUKOBBIMU
JloMHKaMu, TIpy 3eMJIETPACEHUH COPOrajioch Bee. JIIoay Kpuiaayu U XBaTaJIMCh 32 BETBU JEPEBbEB,
ecau Mord. [Topoii Bo Bpems TOTYKOB NaJlajid JOMa, KaK TsKeJble, TaK U XJUIKue. OT 3TUX MbICTIen
Tumapy oxBaTvIM TpeBOra 3a poAMTEINIEN U TocKa 1o gomy. OgHako Bosriac Parickans BelpBai ee u3
33 JyMUYMBOCTH, KaK TOJIBKO OHA MOHSJIA, YTO OKA3aThCs M10J], PyXHYBLIMM JIEPEBOM HE MEHEE OIACHO,
YEM CaMOMY C HETO yInacTb.

— [paBp nmopaneie ot 6epera! — nprukazana oHa Parickaimo 1 cama cuiibHee Haslersia Ha BecIo.

OHM NOYTH HArHAJIM OCTAHOBUBILMXCS APAKOHOB. BOKpyT 6ECTOMKOBO MeJbTelmIa pa3MeTaH-
Hasl JIoJOYHas (PIOTUIINS.

— Her. Bee yxe konunsocs. [ 71gHp Ha gpakoHoB. OHU 3Ha0T. OHY NOLUIN AAJIbLIE.

Parickains 61 nipaB. JIpakoHsl Boepean 0OMEHsUTUCh HeT POMKMMU TPYOHBIMH 3BYKaMU U Me/I-
JIEHHO JIBUHYJIUCh Aajibllle 1O W1y U Boje. OCTaHOBMBLIMCh, OHU COMJIMCh B Kydy BOKpYr Mepkopa,
a Ternepb CHOBA PacCESAIMCh M0 PyCly PEKU. 30JOTUCTHIM MOLLIEI MEPBBIM, @ OCTAJIbHBIE TALMIIUChH
3a HUM. Tumapa ye NpHUBbIKJIA €keIHEBHO HaOJIIo/1aTh, Kak JIpakoHbl OpeayT 1o Boje Brepeau. Ho
KOTJJa OHM CHOBA CIBMHYJIMCh C MECTa, OHA BAPYT yBUJENA UX CBEKHUM B3MIAJOM. VX ObUIO MATHA-
auark, ot Kajo, KOTOpsIi MOYTH AOCTUT HOPMAJIBHBIX APAKOHBMX Pa3MepoB, 10 MeqHOH, ubs X0JIKa
Obl1a HEeMHOTUM Bbl1Ie rooBbl Tumapbl. CosHIe UTpajio Ha BOJIE U UX Yelllye. 30JI0Thle M KpPacHBIEe,
JIMJIOBBIE Y OPAHKEBbIE, CBEPKAIOIINE CUHKE, OT JIA3YPHOU 10 IOYTH YEPHOM, UX IIKYPHI €Ba HE Clle-
M O1eckoM. [leByIka MoHsiIa, 4To U [BETa CIeJIaInCh sSipye U HaChIeHHe . [IpakoHbI cTany He
IIPOCTO YMILE — OHU SIBHO MTO3/I0POBEJIH. Y HEKOTOPBIX B OKpace HavyajIu MPOSIBJIATHCSA JONOTHATEIb-
Hble 11BeTa. TeMHO-cuHMe Kpbulbst CHHTaphl YKPACHJIUCh cepeOpsiHOM KaiiMoM, a 6axpoma Ha Iee
npuoOpesia HOBBII OTTEHOK.

Bce npakoHbl ABATAIMCh € TKEIOBECHBIM m3sdmecTBoM. Kao ¢ CectukaHom num cpasy 3a
Mepkopom, U HMX TOJIOBBI TP XOAbOE MOKauMBaIMCh B3ad-Bhepea. IIpsmo Ha rmasax y Tumapst
CecrukaH cyHy/1 MOpAY IOZ BOAY M BBITALWII KUPHYIO BSJIYIO PEYHYIO 3Mel0. [IpakoH pe3KO TPSAXHYJI
100bIuY, ¥ U3BMBABIIASICS TBAph OE3BOJIBHO MOBKCA B ero nactTi. OH chell ee Ha X0y, 3alPOKUHYB
TOJIOBY M MPOIJIOTUB 3M€I0, KaK NTULA [JIOTAET YEpBsl.

— Hanetoch, Most kporka XeOu HaiiieT YTo-HuOyJb CheJoOHOe 1Mo gopore. OHa Mporoioaaach.
A gyBCTBYIO.

— Ecin He cymeer, nocrapaeMcsi BeY4epoM UYTO-HUOYIb ISl Hee T0ObITh, — JsAnHyIa Tumapa,
HE MOJyMaB.

W Bapyr noHsia, 4yTo Bce 0e3pOroTHee AETUTCS C OCTAIBHBIMU J100bIUEi, KOTOPYIO IPUHOCHUT C
BeUyepHeN OXOThI. Yalle Bcero nuina JocTaBajaach CaMoMy FOJIOAHOMY JPAaKOHY. JTO HE CJMIIKOM-TO
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pacrnionaraio k Heit CMHTapy, HO Be[lb U CUHsS KOpPOJieBa He OCOOSHHO JoOe3Hnuana ¢ TuMapoil.
ITycTh cama NOMMET, YTO BEPHOCTb — IUTYKA B3aUMHasl.

Ocrarok gHs1 Tumapa sx/1a71a HOBBIX TOJTYKOB, HO €CJTM OHU U ObLITH, TO HACTOJIBKO CIAOBIMM, YTO
HUKTO UX He omryTujl. Korga oHu BcTanu jjarepemM Ha TOIKOM Oepery, BCe TONBKO M TOBOPUJIM UTO O
3eMJIETPSICEHUH, Tajiasi, oOesIeeT JIM Mocye Hero BoAa. Pa3bsCHUB 3a Y)KMHOM BO BCEX TIOIPOOHOCTSIX
HaBHCIIIYIO YTpO3y IS BCEX U Kax10ro, ['pedpT BHE3aMHO MOAHSAIICA U 3aKPbUI TEMY.

— Uro OBl HU CITyYMJIOCh, OHO BCE PABHO CIIYUHUTCS, — 3aKJIOUMI OH CYPOBO, CJIOBHO OXKHIAs
BO3paxeHui. — Her cMbIcia mepexuBaTh, a MOArOTOBUTHCS HEBO3MOXKHO. Tak 4uto mpocto Oyapre
HaroToBe.

W oH y1men ot uX OCBELIEHHOI0 KOCTPOM Kpyra B TeMHOTY. Ellle HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT BCE CU/IENN
Momya. Tumapa omyiana HeJoBKOCTbh — [ pedT sBHO 10 CHX MOp pacIulauMBalICsl 32 HEOCTOPOKHbIE
CJIOBa O Me/IHOM JipakoHulle. Y To, Kak OH MpOBO3IIaCKII OY€BUTHOE, TOKA3aJI0Ch € BSUJIOU MOMBITKOM
OTCTOSITh CBOE IJIaBEHCTBO. [lake ero OnvkalliiuM CTOPOHHHMKAM, MOXOXKE, CTaJIO 32 HETrO HEJIOBKO.
Hu Keit3, nu Bokctep He MoK 3a HUM M JJa)ke He MOCMOTpeu eMy Beiel. Tumapa He OTpbiBa-
SICh TJIsI[IeJIa B OTOHb, OTHAKO KpaeM I1a3a 3aMeTuIa, Kak BCKOpe NojaHsuiack [[xepsa, 10aro Hamokas
MOTATMBAJIACH, @ 3aTEM TOXe CKpbulach B TeMHOTE. [Ipoxoas Mumo Tumapsl, OHa NOXKesiana JeByILIKe
A00pOil HOYM TUXUM SI3BUTEJIBHBIM T'OJIOCKOM. Ta cTHCHYa 3yObl 1 HUYETO He OTBETHJIA.

— Yt0 C Heil B nocsieiHee BpeMsi TBOpUTCS? — BCIIyX cripocuil Pamnckaiib, CUIeBIIMI cIIpaBa
ot Tumaps!.

— Takas yx oHa ecTb, — KACJIO OTKJIMKHYJIcA Tarc.

— 41 TouHO MOHATHUSA HEe UMelo, uTo ¢ Hel. Ml BooOIlie uy crarth, — 3asBuia Tumapa.

Ei1 xoTenochk yiTH, IOKa KTO-HUOY/Ib He 3aMETHJI €€ CMYIIICHHUS.

— Y0 ), 106poit HOUM, — TpodopMoTal TaTc 4yTh CyXOBaTO, CJIOBHO CBOMM PE3KUM OTBETOM
OHa B YEM-TO €I0 YIPEeKHYIa.

— 41 ckopo npuny, — paiocTHO U3BeCTUI ee Parckaisb.

Tumapa Tak U He cymesa eMy OOBsICHUTh, YTO Ha CAMOM JIeJie BOBCE HE XOUeT Bce BpeMsi Houe-
BaTh C HUM psfoM. OnHaxabl, KOIJla OHa MATKO HAMEKHYJIA, YTO HE HY)KJAETCsl B OXPaHe, OH K13~
HEepaJ0CTHO OOBSCHUI, TIOUEMY €My HPABHUTCSI CIIaTh C HEH CIMHA K CIMHE.

— Tak Terutee, a eciu 4TO-TO CIIYYMTCS, THI HABEPHSIKA MPOCHEIIbCs ObicTpee MeHs. [la 1 Hoxk
y Te0s1 Oosbiie.

Bor Tak, K cKpeITOMY N3yMJIEHUIO OCTaJIbHBIX, Parnickaiis caenaiics ee HEeM3MEHHBIM COCEIOM IO
MIOXOJHOM ITOCTEJTN HOUBIO ¥ TOBApUILIEM 10 JIoJKe AHeM. Tumapa no-ceoemy npussi3ajiach K HEMY, HO
€ro MOCTOSIHHOE IPUCYTCTBHUE BCE-TaKU HE MOIJIO He pasapaxarh. C Tex op kKak oHa ysuaena ['pedpra
c Ixepn, ee ononeBanu TpeBord. OHa MbITanach pa3ooparbCcsi B COOCTBEHHBIX MEPEKUBAHUSIX, HO TaK
Y He Halluia yOeUTeJIbHBIX OTBETOB Ha CBOM BOTIPOCHI.

Mor i I'pedpt cam coznats asis1 ce6s1 HoBble paBuia? A Ixepn? Eciv cMoriii oHM, 4TO HacueT
Bcex ocTaibHbIX ? TUMapa OT4astHHO MeyTasa yJIydUuTh MUHYTKY M CIIOKOMHO MOTOBOPUTH ¢ TaTcom,
Ho Parickasb BeuHO OKa3bIBajIcs psaaoM. A Korja He ObUIo ero, 3a Tartcom Tackanack Cubee. Tumapa
He ObUIa yBepeHa, pacckaxkeT ju Tarcy o ToM, 4To BUena B Jiecy, HO TOYHO 3Hajia, YTO XOYeT ITO
C KeM-HUOYIb OOCY/IUTb.

B Tor Beuep, BepHYyBIIMCH B Jlarepb, TuMapa JEeWCTBUTEIBHO MOLYyMbIBAJIa, HE paccKas3arh JIv
0 IpoucxofsieM KanuTany JlepTpuHy, pa3 yk OH KOMaHAyeT CyIHOM, IIOMOTalOLIUM UM B TIOXOJIE.
Ho yem fosnbinie OHa pa3MbIlUIsiia, TEM MEHBIIE el XOTeJIoCh 0OpaIaThesi K Hemy. Bee mogymarot,
pemia Tumapa, 4To OHa CIUIETHMIIA, Aa enle U npeaaia ceoux. Her. [Tpoucxoasiee mexay ['pedp-
ToM U [[)kepn KacaeTcst TONbKO APAKOHBUX XpaHHUTeNel, U HUKOTO OoJibiie. IMEHHO OHM BCIO )KU3Hb
OBbLITM CBS3aHBI TIPABUJIAMH, TTPUAYMAHHBIMU JIJIS1 HUX IPYTUMH — Bpojie KanutaHa JledpTpuHa, Temu,
KTO TOXE OTMEYEeH Yario0aMu, OHAKO He 3aroHsieT u3-3a 3Toro ceds B paMku. Passe 310 cripaBen-
nuBo? Pa3Be mpaBWIIBHO, YTO KTO-TO JIPYTOW MOXKET NMPUHUMATh MOJOOHBIE PEIICHUs U CBSI3bIBATDH
VMU €€ U JIpyTuX XpaHuTesen?
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Tumapa 10 cux mop 3ajMBajach pPyMsIHLIEM BCSIKMH pa3, Kak BCIIOMMHAJIA O MPOUCIIEIIIEM.
Cwmymaso yxe To, 4yTo oHa Bujena ['pedpra ¢ Ixepn u 3Hana Tenepb, yem oHU 3aHMMaKCh. Ho ere
XyXke ObLJIO MOHUMATh, YTO OHM 3aCTYKAJIM ee 3a MoArisapiBaHneM. OHa He MOrjia CMOTPETh UM B
71432, HO CTOJIb € HEJIOBKO ObLJIO M M30erath MX B3MIAJOB. XYKe TOrO, N3-3a KOJKHUX 3aMeUyaHuil
JIxepn v caMOIOBOJIBHBIX B3MIIsIIOB ['pedpTa oHa HEBOJILHO YyBCTBOBAJIA HEMPABOii cedsl. A Be/lb OHa-
TO BCE JieJaJia MPaBUIIBHO, ITpaB/a xke?

To, yem 3arumManuch ['pedt ¢ [Ikepa, MpoTUBOpeUnio BceMy, yemy yurim Tumapy. [axe Oyib
OHU CYNpPYramMu, 3TO BCE PaBHO OCTAJIOCh Obl HETTPABMIIBHBIM. . . HE TO YTOOBI UM KTO-TO TIO3BOJIHJI ObI
NOXeHUThCs1. Bee 3HatoT, uto, ecu ok ieBble yamoObl CUIIBHO METAT peOeHKa C CaMoro POKACHHUS,
JydIiie Bcero OpoCUTh €ro yMHUpaTh M 3a4aTh HOBOTO. Takue JeTH peiko JOKUBAIOT 10 MATH JieT. B
Kpasix, IJe HyX/Ja B OPsIKe BeIlel, ITyIo TPaTUTh CHJIBI M CpeCcTBA Ha OOPEYEHHOTo MJIaJCHIIA.
PazymHee naxke He MBITATHCS €T0 BHIPACTUTH. TeM ke, KTO BRIKII, Kak Tumapa, Omaronapsi Be3eHUIO
WM YTIPSIMCTBY POIMYEH, 3aIpelieHo BCTYaTh B CBSA3H, HE TOBOPS yKe O TOM, YTOObI 003aBOUTHCS
JETbMU.

Ho ecmu 310 I'pedt ¢ [Ikepa MOCTyNWIN HEMPaBUIILHO, MIOYEMY ke OHa YYBCTBYeT ceOsl He
TOJIBKO BUHOBATOM, HO ele U niynoi? Tumapa mioTHee 3aKyTajlach B OfIESUIO U YCTaBUJIACh B TEM-
HOTy. PeOsiTa, ocraBimecst y KocTpa, 60aTany u nopoi cMestmch. Eil XoTenock mocuaeTh ¢ HUMH,
HACJIAIUTHCS APYKECKMM OOIIEHUEM ¢ ToBapuIliamMu 1o mytemectsuio. Ho [Ixepn ¢ I'pedprom kakum-
TO 00pa30M Bce UCTIOPTUIIU. Bpyr ocTasibHble TOXE 3HAIOT, HO UM Bce paBHO? UTO OHUM MOAYMAIOT O
Hell, eca oHa pacckaxeT? Ocynar im onu I'pedpra u Ixepn? Vnm orBepuyTtcs o Tumapsl 1 mocme-
I0TCS1 HaJl €€ OrPaHNYEeHHOCTHI0? OTTOr0 YTO OHA HE 3HaJla OTBETOB Ha CBOW BOIPOCHI, AEBYIIKA Ka3a-
Jach cede MaJIeHbKOM M TITyTION.

Ona euie He cnana, korjga Parckanb momen K JIOAKe 3a CBOMMHU BellaMH, M BUJEIa U3-T10]
PECHHUII, KaK OH PUOJIMIKAeTCs K Hel, KyTasich B ofesuio. KOHoIa nepermaruyst yepes Hee, CeJl CITMHOM
K Tumape 1 yioTHO yrae3auics y Hee nof 0okoM. OT yIy 3eBHYJI U CITYCTsI HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUI
y’ke KpenkKo crad.

Ero Ttenso corpeBano Tumapy. OHa nozmymana, 4To MOXKET NEPEKATUTHCSA M Pa3BEPHYThCS K
HEeMY JIMIIOM M 3TO ero pazoyaut. MHTepecHo, uto Oyaer morom? Parickainb, npu Bcell ero uygako-
BaTOCTH, OY€Hb KPacHB. B ero cBeTo-ronyosix ria3ax OblJI0 HEYTO OAHOBPEMEHHO TPEeBOXKAIlee U
oyapoBaresibHOoe. HecMOoTpsl Ha yelyiiku, y HEeTO COXPaHWIMCh JJIMHHBIE TeMHbIe pecHULbl. Tumapa
ero He JI0OKIa — M0 KpaiiHel Mepe, He B TOM CMBICIIE, — HO MTPU3HABaJa, YTO KaK MYy:KUYMHA OH TpH-
BiekatesieH. OHa 3aKkycuiia ry0y, BCTIOMHUB, 32 KaKUM 3aHsATHeM 3acTaia ['pedra ¢ Ixepn. Bpsin mu
oxepn moout ['pedra wmm ['pedpt cumpHO K Held npuBsizadH. OHU K€ CIIOPUJIH, MPSIMO TIepell TeM,
KaK MPUCTYMUTH K 3TOMY. YUT0 OB 3TO0 3HaumMI0? Teruto Parckans mpoHUKano CKBO3b [1Ba oesia, HO
Tumapy Brpyr npodpaina Apoxb. Ml OpOaHsI STOT TpeneT He XOJOM, 2 BO3MOKHOCTH.

Ouenp MeaneHHo Tumapa otoaBuHyjachk oT Panckans. Her. He cerogus. He nopnaBarbes
MIOPBIBY, He JeicTBOBaTh Oe3paccynHo. Her. Y He BakHO, uTO nenaiot apyrue. OHa I0JKHA Kak crie-
ayeT oOayMarth BCe cama.

PaccBeT HacTynuiI CIMIIKOM CKOpO M He TMpUHeC ¢ co0oil oTBeToB. TuMapa ¢ Tpyaom cena,
HE yBEepeHHasl, crajia OHa BOOOINe WK HeT. Parickassp elre He MPOCHYJICS, KaK U MOYTH BCE OCTallb-
Hble. [IpakoHbl He ObUIM PAaHHMMH NTAIIKaMH, U MHOTHE XPAHUTENW 3aBE/U MPUBBIYKY BCTaBATh
MOYTHU TaK ke no3aHo. OgHako Tumapa Hennerko paccraBajlach CO CTapbIMM ITpUBbIUKaMu. CBeT Bce-
raa Oyl ee, a OTell TOBOPWIJI, UTO paHHee YTpo — JIyulliee BpeMsi ISl OXOThI UM cOopa pacTeHUI.
[Toatomy, HecMOTps Ha ycTajocTb, TuMapa nogHsinack. OHa HEMHOTO MOCTOSIA, 3aJyMUYUBO [V
Ha Panckans. Ero TeMHble pecHUIIB Opocaiy TeHb Ha IIeKH, TYObI, IyXJIble U MSTKUeE, ObLUIH MPUOT-
KpHIThl. Pyku oH moatsiHyn Kk nopdopoaky. Hortu cranu po3osee, yem paHblie. TruMapa HaKJIOHU-
J1ach, YTOOBI pacCCMOTpPETh UX BOIMM3U. TouHO, MeHsIoTCsl. KpacHeIoT oz BT ero MajleHbKOH Ipako-
HUIIBL. TrMapa HEBOJIBHO YJIBIOHYIACH TIPH STOW MBICIIM U ToMMasa cedst Ha TOM, 4To uyeT Parickasns
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— MYCKYCHBI MYKCKOW 3amax, KOTOPbIil BOBCE HE KaXeTcs OTTaIKuBaommM. OHa BBIIPAMIIACH U
oronuia oT Hero. O yem oHa aymaetr? Yto oH xoporio naxuer? MHTepecHo, kak Ixepn BeiOpasia
I'pecpra u mouemy? Tumapa coxuiIa ofesyio ¥ Opocuiia B JOAKY.

Cpenu 00s13aTeNIbHBIX BEYEPHUX JIEJ 10 00YCTPOMCTBY Jlarepsi ObLIO phIThe KOJIoAIA B recke. Ha
HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSTHUM OT BOJbI KOTIAJIM SIMY ¥ BBICTHJIAUTH ee MoJIoTHOM. Boza, mpocaumnBartomiasicst
CKBO3b TKaHb, MMOJTy4aiach MeHee e/Ikoid, yeM B peke. U Bce ke Tumapa nprOausmiach K KOJOALLY
c onackou. K ee oOnerdenuio, peka octranach MoYTH MPO3PAYHOM, 3HAYUT BHOJIHE OGE30MACHO OBLIO
Y YMBIBAThCSI 9TOM BOAOM, U MUTh. XOJOIHAsI BOJA KMBO MpPOrHajia ocrtarku cHa. [lopa BcrpeuaTsb
HOBBI J€Hb.

BonbIIMHCTBO XpaHUTeNel ellle KyTaTUCh B Oesila BOKPYT TJICIOIIUX yIJIel BeUepHero KocTpa.
CJ0BHO cHHME KOKOHBI, TTogymasioch Tumape. O60mouku qpakoHoB. OHa B 0YepeTHOM pa3 3eBHYJA U
pelma MporTrCh BOOJIL Oepera ¢ ocTporoi. Eciti XoTh HEMHOTO 1MoBe3eT, OHA HAIET MO0 3aBTPaK
st ceOs1, OO 3aKycKy asisi CHHTapBhI.

Puviba npuwinace 6ot kcmamu. A Msco 0bla0 Obl ewje ayuute.

CoHHast MBICITb IpAaKOHUIIB YKpernwia TuMapy B ee HaMEepeHuUHU.

— Pri6a, — TBepo nmpousHecia oHa BCIIyX U OMTHOBPEMEHHO pa3/iesTiiia MbIC/IU C JPAKOHHLIEH. —
Ecnm TonbKo ciydaiiHO He HAaTKHYCh y BOJABI Ha Kakylo-HHOyab audb. Ho B jiec Ha paccBeTe s He
noiy. He xody, 4ToObI MEHsI % JaJTH, KOTJJa BCE OCTAIbHBIE TPOCHYTCS 1 OYIYT FOTOBBI K OTXOLY.

Hau mot 6boumbcs mozo, umo modxceutv yeuoenu 6 necy ? — nogapasnuia ee CuHrapa.

— 4 He 6otock. [TpocTo He X0y Ha 3TO CMOTpPETh, — OTrphI3HYJIack Tumapa.

Omna nonbiTanack, 6e3 0codoro ycrnexa, 3aKpblTh pasyM OT ApakoHHIbl. Eil yaanock oTcTpa-
HUTHCS OT €€ CJIOB, HO He M30aBUThCS OT MPUCYTCTBHS.

Y Tumaps! ObUT0 BpeMsi TogyMaTh o poi CUHTapHI B €€ OTKPHITHH. HecOMHEHHO, ApakoHUIIA
HApOYHO OTIpaBmia ee Beaes 3a ['pedprom u [kepn, 3Hast, YTO MPOUCXOAUT MEXy HUMH, U TIOCTa-
pajach, 4TOOBI IEBYIIKA HaBEpHsIKA Bce yBraea. Y Tumapy 10 Cux mop *kI710 BOCOMHUHAHKE O TOM,
kak CuHTapa 0OBOJIOKJIA ee JPAaKOHBUMH YapaMu, IMockuias B Jiec 1o cieaam ['pedra.

He 3Hana oHa TOJIBKO OJHOTO — 3a4eM APaKOHMIIA ee Ty/a OTIPABIIIA, HO HE CTaja CIpalIiBaTh
00 3ToM TipsiMo. Tumapa yxke BhISICHWIA, UYTO CaMblii BEPHBIN CIOCO0 H00UThCst OT CUHTAPHI JIKU —
9TO 3a/1aTh el nmpsiMoii Borpoc. OHa y3HaeT OOJIbIlle, BEIKHIAS U CITyIIAs.

«Toub-B-TOYB KaK C MaTeppio», — mogymaia Tumapa, MpayHO yJIbIOHYBIIIUC.

Ona BeIOpOCHIIa U3 TOJIOBBI JIMIITHUE MBICIM M COCPEJOTOYMIIACh Ha OXOoTe. B 3TOT yac eme
MOKHO HalTH MOKOU. Majio KTo U3 XpaHUTeJIel BCTAaeT B TaKylo paHb. [[pakOHbI, MOKET, YK€ BOPO-
YaloTCsi, HO ellle He OXHMBUJIUCH, TPEAIIOUNTas], YTOObI COJTHIIE TIOJHSUIOCH MOBBIIIE U COTPETIo HX,
MpeX/ie YeM OHU HAuHYT TPATUTh CUJIbL. PeuHol Geper ObLT B TIOTHOM pacriopsikeHur TUMapsl, Koraa
OHa TUXOHBKO TIOZIONILIA K KPOMKE BOJIBI ¢ ocTporoi HarotoBe. OHa 3a0bl1a 000 BceM, KpoMme cedsl 1
n00BIYM, M1 MUP BOKPYT 3aCThUI B Oe3ynpeyHoM paBHOBecHH. HeGo MpoTsHynoch romy0oi mosocoit
HaJ| IUPOKUM PYCJIOM peKH. Boosis GeperoB B MOYTH MPO3PAYHON BOZE IIesiecTes KaMblil. Msrkast
WIJIMCTAas! IOYBA XpaHUJIa ClIe[ibl BCeW )KUBHOCTH, TTOOBIBABIIIEH 3/1eCh 32 HOUb. [ToKa ApakoHbM XpaHu-
TEJIM CIIaJIH, TI0 MEHBIIeW Mepe Ba OOJOTHBIX JIOCS CITYCTHJIVCh K BOJIE M BEPHYJIUCH B Jiec. Kakoe-To
’KUBOTHOE C MEPENIOHYATHIMHU JIallaMU BHIOPAJIOCh U3 BOBI, OJIAKOMMJIOCH MOJLTIOCKaMH, HACOPHUIIO
Ha Oepery MyCTBIMH PaKyIIKaMH U CKOJIb3HYJIO OOPATHO.

Tumapa yBujena, 9to 1o MeJIKOBOABIO XOOUT OoJbinas ycarast peilOnHa. Ta Bpoie Obl He 3aMe-
yana ee. OHa BOpOIIMJIA yCaMU WJT M TJIOTajla KAKMX-TO MEJIKUX TBapel, BCIyTHYTHIX cO IHA. Ppida
NpuOIM3MIACch K TOMY MECTY, IJie CTOsiIa HarotoBe Tumapa, HO B MOCJIEIHUI MOMEHT TUIECHYJIa XBO-
CTOM M CKPbLJIACh, OCTABUB TOJIBKO KJTyOSsIIIyIOCS] B BOJE MYTb.

— Bynp mpoksTo Takoe Be3eHbe! — OypKHYJa AEBYIIKA, BBIIEPHYB OCTPOTY U3 HJIMCTOTO JIHA.

— He oueHb-To noxoxe Ha MOJMTBY, — MSTKO YIIPEKHYJIa ee DJHC.
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Tumapa yyTb HE OANPHITHYJIA OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH, OTHAKO MOCTapasiach He moAath BuLy. OHa
CHOBA B3slJIa OCTPOTY Ha U3rOTOBKY, INISIHYJIA Yepe3 IUIeU0 Ha DITUC U MEAJICHHO JIBUHYJIACh JaJibIlie
BJIOJIb Oepera.

— 4 oxouyck. I mpomaxHysiach.

— 3Haro. S Bugena.

Tumapa 1u1a fanbine, He CBOJS IJ1a3 C BOIBI, B HA/IEK/IE, UTO KEHIIMHA U3 YJaYHOTO TOMMeT
HAMeK M OCTaBHT ee B Mokoe. OHa He CIblaja ImaroB DJuc, OAHAKO KpaeM Ia3a BUENa, UTo ee
TEeHb JBUXeTcs psnoM. Kakoe-To Bpemsi 06e Momuaiy, notomy Trumapa ynpsiMo permia mpo ceos:
«Her, 51 ee He 6010Ch!» — 1 3aroBopuIa:

— PaneHbKO TBI cEerogHsI NOIHAIAC.

— He cnanoce. 4 Bcrana eme 10 paccera. Y nomkHa npu3HaTh, Ha MyCTBIHHOM Oepery Ipu-
MEpHO 32 Yac CTAaHOBUTCS BeCbMa OJMHOKO. §l Ob1a pajia Te0s1 BCTPETHTh.

Tonoc Dmmuc mpo3Byyan Kyaa 6onee ApyxkemoOHo, yeM oxuaaita Tumapa. C yero ata qaMmodka
BOOOIIIE K Hell puBs3ayiack? Heykenu el v BIIPsIMb HACTOJIBKO OTUHOKO?

— Ho 1eGe xe Moxer coctaBuTh KoMnanmio Ceqpuk, — He MOAyMaB, BHITAIWIA JIEBYIIKA. —
[Touemy Tbl O1HA?

— Emy no cux nop Heznoposutcs. Jla v, eciM yX Ha TO TONUIO, B TIOCTEIHEe BpeMs OH He
CJIMIIIKOM MeHs1 KauyeT. [Ipruem, yBBI, y HETO €CTh Ha TO MPUYHHBI.

Tumapa cMoTpena Ha BOfy, paaysach TOMY, UTO KEHIIMHA U3 YJAYHOTO He BUIUT U3yMJICHHS,
HalnvcaHHOro Ha ee jmue. OHa 4To, cekpeTHu4aeT ¢ Heil? 3auem? Heyxkenu oHa aymaerT, uyTo y HUX
MOXeT ObITh YTO-TO 00Iee? JIIoOOMBITCTBO BMMIOCh B THMapy OCTphIMU KOTOTKAMH U TEP3aJI0, IOKa
OHa HaKOHEI He C/1aJ1ach.

— W nouemy sxe oH mepectan Tedst KajaoBaTh? — CIPOCHIIa OHA, CTapasich HE BBIAATh MHTEpeca.

DJHC TSKKO B3AOXHYJIA:

— [Nonumaemns Ju, oH 3aHemMor. A Cezipuk BCeraa OTIMYAJICs 3aBUAHBIM 3J0POBbEM, TaK UTO
eMy TPYAHO MUPUThCS ¢ Oone3HbI0. U Tem Goiee — B TaKHX, TI0 €r0 MHEHHIO, HEBBIHOCUMBIX YCIIOBUSIX.
Ero nocrenb y3kas u ’KecTkasi, eMy He HpaBsITCs 3araxu OapKaca M pekH, efa Judo Oe3BKycHa, 0o
OTBpATUTENbHA, B KAIOTE TEMHO, pa3BjieyeHni HuKakux. OH HecyacTeH. VI B TOM, 4TO OH OKa3aJics
3aech, BuHOBara 5. Cellpuk He XoTen exaTb B JlokIeBble 4ammoObl, He TOBOPS YXe O TOM, YTOObI
MPUHUMATh YYacTHE B TIOXOJIE.

Eme onHa kpynHast pplOMHA BHITUIBIIA HA MEJTKOBObE, UCCIIeNys 3ajexu uia. Ha mur noka-
3aJ10Ch, YTO OHa 3ameTmiia Tumapy. [leByika 3acTbiia ¥ TOJBKO TOTOM, KOrja A0ObYa MPUHSLIACH
MpOCenBaTh W ycamMu, HaHecsa ynap. OHa Oblia TBEp/IO YBepeHa, UTo Toraja, U CTPAIIHO YIUBIIACh,
OOHApYKUB, UTO B MJIe HUKOTO HET, @ OCTPOra MpocTo 3acena B rps3u. OHa BbIIEpHY/Ia OpYKHE.

— Tbl cHOBa MpoOMaxHyJ1ach, — 3aMeTHJIa JKEHIIMHA U3 YIaYyHOTrO, HO B TOJIOCE €€ MPO3BYYaso
HCKpeHHee couyBCTBHe. — 51 Oblia yBepeHa, uto Thl ee yousna. Ho onu Becbma npoBopHbl. He nymato,
YTO MHE KOrJa-HUOYb yIACTCsl TAKyI0 TIOMMATh.

— O, Hago npocto mpodoBaTh, — 3aBepriia ee TUMapa, He OTPbIBast B3MJIsJa OT BOJBI.

Her, pri0a yrbiia u yxe ganeko orciofa. VM HaBepHsiKa He BEpHETCHI.

— A TBI 3aHUMaeIlbCsi STUM C CaMOTO JIeTCTBa?

— Pri0y soBmio? He cnmmikom vacro.

Tumapa nponomkana HeCIeIHO ABUTATLCS BIOMb Oepera. DIUC 1iaraia psaoM ¢ Hell.

— 4l oxormnack B OCHOBHOM B KPOHAaX, — HETPOMKO MPOAOUKMIIA JIeBylKa. — Tam momaja-
0TCSI ITUIIBI M MEJIKME 3BEPbKH, MHOT/IA SAIEPUIIBI ¥ JOBOJIBHO KpyIMHbIe 3Mer. Ho mo yactu yxBatok
pbIdajKa He TaK YK CHJIbHO OTIMYAeTCsl OT OXOTHI Ha MTHII.

— Kaxk Th1 mymaernin, s cMory Hay4uThesi?

Tumapa Tak ¥ 3aCTblJIa Ha MeCTe, a 3aTeM OOepHYIACh, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh DJUC B JIUIIO.

— Ho 3auem Ob1 TeOe? — cripocuiia OHa ¢ HICKPEHHUM HeJIOyMEHHUEM.

Dnuc MoKpacHesa ¥ OTBeja B3I
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— Bbut0 OBl HEMJIOXO HAYUYMTHCS YEMY-TO TMO-HACTOSIIEMY Moie3HOMY. Thl Topa3ao Mosoxe
MeHsl, OIHAKO yMeeIllb 0 cede mo3adboTuThes. 51 3aBumyio Tede. MHoraa s Hadsmoao 3a To00i 1 Apy-
T'MMU XPaHUTEJISIMU U OIIyInaio ceOs Oecriosie3Hoi. Bpoe n3HeKeHHOM JTOMaIITHEN KOIIKY, KOTopast
CMOTPUT, KaK OXOTSITCSI JUKKE KOThI. B mocnenHee Bpems 51 MbITal0Ch HANTU ONTPaBIaHUE TOMY, 3a4eM
roexajia ¢ BaMH, 4ero pajy rnoramuia 3a codoit 6eanoro Cenpuka. S roBopuia cede, 4To ey coou-
pathb cBefieHus. UTO s HyKHA, YTOOBI TIOMOYb JIIOSAM JIydllle TIOHSATh TPAKOHOB. $1 3asBUIA MYKY
n CenpuKy, 4TO MOMYYy 3/1eCh OCCIICHHYI0 BOBMOKHOCTh YUUTHCS CAMOU U JICTUTHCS 3HAHUSAMU C
apyrumu. S ckazana Maite u3 Crapimx, 4To 4uTtajia o IOTEPSHHOM T'OpOA€ U, BO3MOKHO, CYMEIO
IIOMOYb JIpaKOHaM OTBHICKaTh Tyza gopory. Ho s tak Huuero u He caenana. — Ha nocineaHux cioBax
roJioc ee, 1 0e3 TOro MOJHBIN CThIIA, COPBAJICS.

Tumapa momuana. Heyxenu ata BakHas aMa U3 YIa4HOTO UINET Y Hee yTeleHus 1 00oape-
HuA? C yma COUTH MOXKHO. ..

— A o-moeMmy, Thl IOMOIJIa HaM € JpaKOHAMHU, — CKa3aJjia OHa, KOT/1a TILIIMHA C/IENaNach COBCEM
Y& HeJIOBKOU. — ThI OblJTa pAIOM, Kora KaruTaH JledyTprH yumnIT HaC BBITACKMBATh HAXKIAYHBIX 3MEH,
U ellle JI0 TOro, Korja Mel mepeBs3biBai XBocT CepeOpsiHoMy. YecTHO roBops, 51 TOT/Ia TaK YIu-
BUJIaCh. SI-TO ymana, 4to THI CJMIIKOM YTOHYEHHAs JaMa, YTOObl 3aHUMAThCsl TIONOOHOM TPA3HOM
padoToi. ...

— YToHueHHas nqama? — nepeduia ee DIUC U KaK-TO CTPAHHO, HAITPECHYTO 3acMesiach. — Thi
CUMTaelllb MEHsI yTOHUEHHO! J1aMOii?

— Hy... xoneuHo. B3sate X015 OB TO, Kak THl ofeta. K ToMy e Thl M3 YIauyHOrO M ydyeHasl.
[Tummens cBUTKYM O ApakoHax, 3Haelllb Bce-Bce 0 Crapiiux.

V Hee 3aKOHUWIMCH JTOBOJIBI, M TuMapa ymonkiia, s Ha Dmuc. [lake ceromHsi, cooupasich
MIPOTYJIATHCS MO Oepery Ha paccBeTe, 3Ta KEHIIUHA YI0KUIIa BOJIOCH! B PUYECKY 1 3aKOJIONA IITTHITh-
kamu. OHa HOCHT TUIAITY, YTOOBI 3AIIUTHUTH JIMIO OT cONHIA. [la, Ha Hel pyOaIka v OpIOKH, HO OHU
BBICTUPAHBI U OTTJIAKEeHBI. Bepx O0TUHOK HauuIIeH JI0 Ojiecka, MyCTh K TIOIONIBAM U TIPUJIUTLIA CBe-
’kKasi peyHas rps3b. TuMapa okuHY/a B3IsiioM cebs1. Tol rpsi3u, 4To 3acoxjia Ha ee 0O0yBU U IIHYP-
Kax, y’&ke HeCKOJIbKO JTHEel, a He JyacoB. PyOaxa v mTaHsl MOPSIKOM UCTPETIaHbl ¥ HEYACTO MOMagaloT
B CTUPKY. A Bosiockl? Tumapa HEBOJILHO KOCHY/Iach TEMHBIX Kocudek. Kora ona B mocieanuii pas
MbLJIa T'OJIOBY, pacuechiBaslach U nepervietaiack? Korga oHa B ociieIHUI pa3 MbUIach HETUKOM?

— 41 BBIIILIA 3aMYyK 32 COCTOSATESIBHOTO YesloBeKa. Most COOCTBEHHAsI CEMbSI. .. CKaXKeM, JKHBET
Kyaa ckpoMHee. HaBepHoe, 51 1ama, Korna Haxoxych B YIauHOM, U, IOXKaJyil, 3TO HE TaK YK IIOXO.
Ho 3pmech... xMm... B JIokaeBbIX 4yarmodax s Havasia BUAETh ceOs Mo-Apyromy. Medrath 00 WHBIX
Belax, yeMm npexnie. — ['ooc Dimic coBceM CTUX, HO 3aTeM OHa BApPYT jgoOaBuia: — Eciu xouerb,
Tumapa, prxoau BeuepoM KO MHe B KaloTy. 51 mokaxy Tede, Kak ele MOXHO YJIOXKUTh BOJIOCH. U
TaM MOKHO TIPUHATH BaHHY B OJUHOYECTBE, XOTs, KOHEYHO, ee e/[Ba XBaTaeT, YTOObl BCTATh Ty/a
JIBYMsI HOTaMHU.

— 41 ymeto MbIThCsi! — YSI3BJIEHHO OrpbI3HYJIach TUmapa.

— IIpoctu, — TYT Xe Mpou3Hecaa DIHC, 3aMBIIUCh TAKUM OarpoBBIM PyMSHIIEM, KaKOTO
Tumapa Hukorga emie He Bujaena. — MHe He... S HeynmayHo Bbipasuiack. [Ipocto g yBuuena, Kak
THI CMOTpUIIIb Ha ceOsl, ¥ MOAyMalia, Y MEHs-TO €CTh BO3MOXHOCTh YeTUHUTHLCS, YTOOBI BHIMBITHCS
U niepeosieThes, a Bbl ¢ CiibBe U JIKep BhIHYKIEHbI IIPOBOAUTL BCE CBOE BPEMsI Cpe/Id IOHOIIEeH U
MYK4YuH. { He xoTena. ..

— 4 noHumaro.

PasBe 310 camble Tpy/iHbIE CI0Ba, Kakue JOBOAUJIOCH TTpou3Hocuth Tumape? HaBepHoe, Her,
HO BBITOBOPUTH MX BCE-TAKM OKA3aJI0Ch HEJIETKO. DJIMC B IJIa3a OHA HE CMOTpeJIa.

— ¢1 3Hat0, THI He MIMeJia B BUYy HUYETO JyPHOTO, — 3acTaBujia ceOsl MPOJOIKUTh JIEBYIIKA. —
Orer1 4acTo rOBOPWJI MHE, UYTO 1 CITUIIIKOM JIETKO OOMXkatoch. UTO HE Bce XOTAT MEHsI OCKOPOUTD. —
I'opino y Hee nepexBatuiio. HerponuTble cie3bl KIVIM Yrosiku 11a3. XOoTs NepBble CJIoBA JAJTUCh € ¢
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TpyOM, Teriepb TuMapa yxke He MOIJIa OCTAaHOBUTHLCSA. — S He K1y, UTO JIIoau OyayT AOOPHI KO MHE
i nomooAT MeHs. Hanporus. 4 xay. ..

— He crout 06BsICHSTH, — BHE3aMHO Tiepedria Diuc. — Y Hac ¢ ToO0# ropasio 0obiiie o0Iero,
yeMm Tebe Kaxercs. — OHa HeyBepeHHO paccMesiiach. — Thl, CTyqaiiHO, He MIEITh TIOBOJIa HAvaTh Ipe-
3Uparth TeX, C KeM elle Jake He 3HAKOMa, IMPOCTO YTOObI HEB3MIOOUTh UX MPEXe, YeM OHU HEB3JTIO-
o1 TeOs?

— Hy, sicHoe neno, — npusHaiack TrMapa, u oHM 00e HeBecesio 3aCMesITHCh.

W3 kampliieit BHIMOPXHYJIA NITHIIA, HAITyTaB UX 00eHX, M TOTJa X CMeX cesascs dosee ecre-
CTBEHHBIM M 00OPBAJICA, KOTJa UM TIPUIILIOCH IEPEBECTH AyX.

Dnuc cMaxHyna ¢ Iia3a CIe3UHKY:

— NHrepecno, CuHTapa XoTesna, 4ToOHl 1 y3Haa UMEHHO 9T0? YTpOM OHa YIIOPHO COBETOBasa
MHe TeOs1 pa3bicKaTh. Kak lymaerib, MOXeT, OHa XOTeJia, 9YTOOBI MBI TTOHSUTH, KaK MHOTO ME3KIy HaMU
o6mero?

JKeHmmyHa roBopuia O JIPaKOHUIIE C TEIJIOTOM B ToJioce, HO OT ee cioB Tumapy mpoOpaso
O3HOOOM.

— Her, — oTo3Bajsiack OHa c/iepKaHHO.

Tumapa TiateapHO MoadMpasa CIoBa, YTOOH He 3a/1eTh YyBcTBa Jiuc. OHa ellle He peluia,
XOUET JIM MPOSIBJIATH TAKOE JKe IPykKemoOre, Kakoe BhIKazasia e JKeHIMHA U3 YJaYHOT0, HO YK TOYHO
He coOupasach ee OTIyrUBaTh.

— Her. MHe kaxercsi, CuHTapa IpoCTo TbITaeTCsl Ha TeOsl BIMATH — TOUHee, Ha Hac. [lapy nHei
Ha3aJl OHA 3aCTaBWJIa MEHsI C/IeJiaTh KOe-UTO — KaKk OKa3ajioCch, COBEPIICHHO JIUIITHEE.

Tumapa ¢ onackoy MIstHy/Ia Ha DJHC, HO Ta Ka3aslach 3aJ[yMUMBOM, a He ockopOieHHoi. Torma
JeBYIIKa J0OABHUIIA:

— Jlymaro, OHa IbITAeTCS MOHSATh, HACKOJIBKO BEJIMKA ee BJIaCTh HaJl HAMH. 1 OIyTHIa ee Yaphl.
A TH?

— Koneuno. 910 *ke yacTh ee cymiectsa. [laxe He 3HaI0, MOXET JIU IPAKOH MOJTHOCTHIO KOHTPO-
JIMPOBATh CBOE BO3JCUCTBHE HA JOfiei. DTo B ee mpupose. Tak JIioau NOoJaBIsioT BOMIO COOaK.

— Ho s eii He cobaka! — Bo3amyTriiack Tumapa ot ucryra pesde, 4eM XoTesa.

Heyxenu Cunrapa BvsieT Ha Hee CHIIbHee, YeM OHa 3aMevaeT?

—Her. Hu 181, HU 1. XOT31, O03peBai0, MEHsI OHA CUMTAET CKOpee pyYHOM 3BEPYILIKOM, HeKeJTn
KeM-To eirie. Tebs, s TyMaro, OHa yBakaeT, IOTOMY UTO Thl yMeelllb OXOTUThcsl. Ho MHe oHa roBopuiia,
Y He pa3, 4TO Kak JKeHIMHA sl He cocTosuiack. He Mory cka3aTh, B YeM UMEHHO, HO, KakeTcs, 5 ee
pazouapoBaJa.

— CeropiHst yTpOM OHA THaJIa MEHsI Ha OXOTy. ¢ cka3zasia e, 4To Moy 3a peIOOi.

— MHe oHa BeJiesia UATH 32 TOOOM, KOT/Ia TH TIOWICIIb OXOTUThCS. 51 yBHUena TeOs Ha Oepery.

Tumapa Hudero He otBetvia. OHa CHOBA MOAHSIA OCTPOTY M MeJIJIEHHO TIOILIa BJOJIL Oepera,
pasmbiLiss. He Oyaer i 3To npenareibcTBOM?

— 41 3Ha10, 4TO OHA XOTesa TeOe MoKa3arh, — 3aroBopuia oHa. — To ke, 9ro u MHe. [lymaio, oHa
XOTesa, 9ToObl ¥ THI 3Hasa, uto ['pedt ¢ xepn — I0OOBHUKH.

Ona monoxaana oTBera. Korja ero He moclieioBajo, JeByIiKka orisgHylack Ha dmuc. [leku
JKEHINMHBI U3 YIaUHOTO CHOBA TIOPO30BEIM, HO PACCyk/IaTh OHA MOMBITAIACH CIIOKOWHO.

—UYro x... [Tonaraio, B TaKUX YCJIOBUSIX, O€3 YeTUHEHUS 1 HAJ30pa, JAEBYIIIKE JIETKO MOAIAThCS
Ha yroBopsl foHOIH. OHU He TIepBbIe, KTO MOMPOOyeT OJTI0/I0 MPek e, YeM ero MojaayT Ha cTol. Tel
HE 3Haelllb, OHU HaMepeHbI TOKEHUThCS?

Tumapa mocMoTpesa Ha Hee ¢ U3yMJICHUEM.

— Drnuc, — Havyajia OHa, OCTOPOKHO TOIOMpast CJIOBa, — TAKUM, KaK sl LI OHU, TEeM, KTO CUJIBHO
orMeueH J{0kIeBBIMH YaloOaMu, He O3BOJICHO KeHUThCS. Vi 3aBoauTh JIOOOBHUKOB. OHU Hapy-
ITAI0T OJTHO U3 JPEBHEUIINX MPABUIT Yaioo0.

— ITO 3aKOH TaKON? — YTOUHMIIA DJHC, IBHO COUTAS C TOJIKY.
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—41... 1 He yBepeHa, 3aKOH JIM. DTO 00bIYall, KOTOPBIN BCe 3HAIOT U coOmoaatoT. Ecim pedeHok
yXe TIPU POKJICHUU CUJIBHO OTIIMYAETCSl OT HOPMAJILHOTO YeJIOBeKa, POAUTEN He pacTAT ero. OHU
«OTIAIOT €ro HOYM» — TO €CTh OPOCAIOT U 3aBOAAT APYyroro. JIMib HEeMHOTHX, KaK, CKaKeM, MEHS. ...
HY, OTeIl TpuHec MeHs1 00paTHO. OH B3sJ1 MEHS B IOM M BBIPACTHIL.

— Tam poi6a, 1 6osbimasi. B TeHn BoH Toro toruisika. Buaumis? OHa cimBaeTcsi ¢ TEHbIO.

Dnuc SBHO pa3BoOHOBaIack. TUMapa B3IpOrHyJia OT HEOKUAAHHOW CMeHBI TeMbl. [TognaBimch
MIOPBIBY, OHA TIPOTSIHYJIA OCTPOTY DIHC:

— INoiimaii ee cama. Tol mepBas ee yBuzena. ToIbKo OMHU: He TIBITAMCS POTKHYTH phiOy. beit
TaK, OYATO XOYelllb BCAJUTh OCTPOry B JHO 3a Hell. C cujIoi.

— Jlyuine 6b1 Outa ThI, — Bo3pasuiia dmuc, 6epsach 3a octpory. — S mpoMaxHych. OHa YIUTBIBET.
A pbiba IeCTBUTENBHO KpyIHAs.

— 3Ha4uT, 3TO NMpeKpacHas OoJbIas 1eib A7 nepBoi nonbTky. dasaii xe. [TonpoOyii.

Tumapa MeJIeHHO OTCTYTMIIA HA3a 1, TIOJAJIBIIIE OT BOBI.

Caembie 11232 Dnuc okpyrrch. OHa nepeBonmia B3rsAa ¢ Tumapsl Ha ppIOy U 0OpaTHO.
3aTem OHa BaK/Ibl IPEPHIBUCTO B3JOXHYJA U BAPYT NpbIrHy/a. JKeHIInHa MpU3eMIIIIach ¢ KpUKoM
¥ TUIECKOM, OKa3aBIIKCh IO IMKOJIOTKY B BOJE, M TKHYJIa OCTPOTOM, BIOXKHUB B y/Iap ropaso Oosblie
CUJIBI, YeM TpeOoBasloch. TuMapa ¢ pasMHYTBIM PTOM CMOTpeNa, Kak JaMa M3 YIauHOro oOerMu
pyKamu BroHsieT opyaue emie riyoxke. [JJoOsrdya, T0mKHO ObITh, JaBHO yke yrubuia. Ho Het, Dmuc
CTOsIJIa B BOJIE, KPETIKO CXKUMast IPEBKO, a JJIMHHAS TOJICTasi ppIOMHA COIPOraiach B MPEICMEPTHBIX
MYyKax.

Korma oHa HakoHer-To 3aTuxJia, dmc odepHynach k Tumape.

— ¥V MeHs MoMy4IusIoch! — 3apIXasich, BOCKIMKHYJA oHa. — [Tomyumnocs! $1 momana! §1 youna
poiOy!

— a, momyumnock. Ho syuinie BbIxoau Ha Oeper, TIoKa OaliMaky He pacro3iuCh.

—IneBats Ha Gammmvaku! S moOwita peIOy. MoKHO s ertie orpooyo? MoxHO s yObio ertie oHy ?

— Oymaro, moxxHo. Ho, Druc, 1aBail cHauasia BHITAIIIUM Ha Oeper 3Ty.

— He ynyctu ee! He naii et yruteith! — 3akpryaiia Ta, korga Tumapa nogomuia O1mxe 1 B3silach
3a OCTpOrYy.

— Hukyna ona He neHercs. OHa meptBa. Ho Ha/lo BRITAIIMT U3 IHA OCTPOTY, YTOOBI HAM yj1a-
JIOCh BBIHECTH OOBIYY Ha Oeper. He BonHy#icss. MBI ee He yIyCTUM.

— Ho y meHs Benp nomyumsiocs? S youna peioy.

— Yowuna.

[MorpeboBanoch HEKOTOPOE YCHIIME, YTOOBI BBIIEPHYTH OCTPOrY M3 JHA. PpiOMHa oka3zasiach
KpynHee, yeM oxujaana Tumapa. M mpuiioch TaimuTh ee BABoeM. TBapbh OKazajiach YpOMJIMBOM,
TJIOCKOMOPIIOH, C MEJIKOHM YepHOH Yerlyei u JUIMHHbIME 3y0aMu. Koria oH1 BBIBOJIOKJIN ee Ha Oeper
Y TIEpeBEPHYIIM, TO OOHAPYKWIU OnecTsiee anoe Opioxo. TuMapa HUKOrAa elle He BHUea HUYero
MOI00HOTO.

— He yBepeHa, MOXHO JIu ee ecTh, — C COMHEHHEM IMpousHecna oHa. — [1opoil KHUBOTHBIE C
SIPKAM OKPAacOM OKa3bIBAIOTCS SITOBUTBIMH.

— Hapno cripocuth Mepkopa. OH HaBepHsika 3HaeT. OH MHOTO€ MTOMHHUT.

Dnuc npucesia Ha KOPTOUKH, paccMaTprBasi 100bay. OHa MOTsHY/IACh TIOTPOraTh PeIOY Mallb-
1IeM, HO OTAEpHYJIa ero.

— CrpanHo. [loxoxe, y BceX JpakOHOB pa3HbIi 3amac BOCIIOMUHaHWNA. IHOrIa 51 qymaro, 4to
CuHTapa He OTBeYaeT Ha MOY BOITPOCHI, TOTOMY UTO MOITPOCTY He 3HaeT OTBETOB. A ¢ MepkopoMm MHe
BCSIKMI pa3 KakeTcs, YTO OH 3HAET, HO He XO4eT JAeuThes. Korma on co MHO# Oecesryer, ToO TOBOPUT
000 BceM, Kpome JpakoHOB 1 CTapIiux.

— HasepHoe, He cTouT ee Tporarth, MOKa He BBISICHUM TOYHO.

Tumapa ocrasiach CUZIETh PAJOM C AOOBIYEH. DNUC KMBHYIA, MOAHSIACH, IOIXBATHIIa OCTPOTY
U To1IuIa BAOJb Oepera. BonHeHne sIBCTBEHHO YMTAJIOCh Y Hee Ha JIUIIE.
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— IMocMoTpuMm, HET Jii TYT KOTO elle. A oToM cripocuM Y Mepkopa HacueT 3TOM.

JleBymika Bctanma. be3 octporm oHa dyBcTBOBasia ceOsi eiBa Ji He ronoid. Kak crpaHHO
TAIUTHCS 3 APYTUM YETOBEKOM, 3aHSTHIM OXOTOH. .. He cruiikom nipusitHoe ornymierue. OHa 3aro-
BOpWJIA, KaKk OyATO 9TO MOIJIO ei BEpHYTh UyBCTBO COOCTBEHHOMN 3HAYMMOCTHU:

— Mepkop KakeTcs crapiiie APYrux JpakoHOB, rpapaa’? Crapiie u Oosiee yCTalbiM.

— TouHO, — HErpOMKO TOATBEPAXIIA DITHC.

Omna jBUTaIach He Tak IUIABHO, Kak Tumapa, HO cTapaiack. JleByIika BAPYT MOHsIA, UTO 3T
Kpaayasics TOXo/Ka Ha IBIIOYKaX W YyTh CCYTYJICHHbIE TUICUM — HEJIOBKOE TOjIpakaHue ee coO-
CTBEHHBIM yXBaTKaM. THMapa HUKaK HEe MOTJIA PEellnTh, JIECTHO el 3TO UM OCKOPOUTENILHO.

— Jlenio B TOM, YTO OH MIOMHHMT HAMHOTO OOJIbIIe IPYrUX. S1 MHOTJAa MyMar, 4TO BO3PACT CKJIa-
JBIBAETCS M3 TBOMX IMOCTYITKOB M BOCIIOMUHAHWH, a He U3 YHCJIA MPOXKUTHIX JieT. VI MHe KaxeTcs,
Mepkop MOMHHT MHOTO€, 1ake O TOM, KaK ObLIT 3MEeM.

— [To-mMoemy, OH BcerJa BBIIJISIUT TMedaibHbIM. Y TOOpPBIM, XOTs OCTaJIbHBIE TPAKOHBI BOBCE
HE OT/JIMYAITCS TOOPOTOH.

Dnuc npucesa Ha KOPTOUKH, 3ariisIpIBast MO/ ITyTAHUITY BETBEW U MaJIbIX JINCTHEB.

— JIymMaio, OH TIOMHHT OOJIbIIIE OCTAJIbHBIX, — OTKJIMKHYJIACh OHAa PACCESTHHO, COCPEIOTOUMB-
IIKCh Ha OXoTe. — $1 Kak-To MpoBea NpUATHBIN Beuep 3a Oeceiori ¢ HUM. M OH ObLT KyJja OTKPOBEH-
HEU OCTaJIbHBIX IPAKOHOB, XOTh 1 OT/AEJBIBAJICS OOIIMMU (hpa3aMu, He YIIOMUHAS O JIMYHBIX, HACTIE -
HBIX BOCTIOMUHaHUAX. HO Bce paBHO OH BBIpakasl MBICJIM, KOTOPBIX S HE CIIBIIIAJIA eIlle HU OT OJHOTO
JpaKoHa.

DMc TKHYJIA OCTPOrON B BOAY U TOMBITANACH OTIIUXHYTh C JIOPOTH CITyTAHHBI KOM BOIOPOC-
neii. HaBcTpeuy eii MeTHyJach peida. JKeHIMHA KUHY/Iach HA HEe C TPOMKUM KPUKOM U TIJIECKOM,
HO pbIOa yKe YIUTbLIA.

— B cnenyrommii pa3, korga tede MOKa)eTCs, YTO prida MOXET OBITh TJIe-TO PAIOM, MPOCTO
TKHU OCTporoit. Eciii moTpeBoXUTh BOY PAAOM C Hel, oHa yizeT. Jlydie yx yJaputh Haygady —
MOJET, YTO ¥V BHITAIIUIIIb.

— BepHo.

Dnuc pa3ovapoOBaHHO BHIIOXHYJA U IBUHYJIACh Jajbiiie. TumMapa mociienoBasa 3a Heil.

— Mepkop ckazajl 4To-TO HeOOBIYHOE? — HAIOMHUJIA OHA.

— O na, ckazain. OH mHoro roopuit o Kenbcunrpe. Ckazas, 4To 3TOT rOpoji MHOTO 3HAYMII U JJ1sT
npakoHoB, U it Crapmux. Tam Obuta ocodasi cepeOpucTasi Boia, KOTOpask O4eHb HPaBUJIACh PAKO-
HaMm. OH He CMOT WM He 3aX0Tel 00bSICHUTD moApodHee. OMHAKO JOOABUII, YTO 3TO OBUIO BaKHOE
MECTO, TIOTOMY 4TO UMeHHO TaMm CTapiive U IpakoHbI BCTPEYaINCh U JoropapuBasuck. Ero ciosa
COBCEM MHaue IMoKa3zaau MHe B3aumojeicTBue Crapimumx u apakoHOB. CJIIOBHO COCEIHUE KOPOJIeB-
CTBa, OHM BEJIM TIEPEroBOPBI U 3aKT0uasy coramenus. Ho koraa s 1o yrnomsHyaa, Mepkop ckasai,
YTO 3TO OOJIBIIIE TIOXOIUIIO HA CUMOMO3.

— Cum6uno3s?

— OHH cOCyIIeCTBOBAJIM K B3aMMHOM BbITO/Ie. BoJbtie ueM Bbiroje. Mepkop He TOBOPHJI STOTO
BIIPAMYIO, HO, TOXOKe, OH CUMTAeT, 4To, ecu Obl CTapiive BBUKWIM, TPAKOHBI HE UCUe3H Obl U3
9TOro Mupa Tak Hajmoiro. Jlymaio, oH Beput, uto eciu CTapiiue MmosBATCS CHOBA, TO U JPAKOHBI
CYMEIOT 3]1eCh BBIKUTb.

— Hy, ectb Begp Manrta u Paiin. U Cenbaen.

— TonbKO HY OTHOTO M3 HUX HET 3/1eCh, — 3aMeTHJIa DJUC, IMAarHysa ObUIo B BOY, HO 3aMepiia. —
Buuits BoH TO IATHO? DTO TEHD HA JIHE WJIK PbiOa? — CIpOCHIIa OHa, CKJIOHHB rojioBy HAOOK. — M BOT
Terephb APAKOHBI PACCUMTHIBAIOT HA XpaHUTENIe, HaJesCh TIOTYyYUTh TO, UYTO HEKOrJa 0OecrieunBaiv
um Crapinve, — 3aKJII0YWIa OHA, PACCMaTpUBast BOAY MO APYTMM YIJIOM. — XM. .. JIloOONBITHO, He
MOTOMY JI OHU HACTOSUTM Ha TOM, YTOOBI IX COITPOBOXTAJIM HE TOJIbKO OXOTHUKH, HO U XpaHuTenn? 5
MHOT'0 00 3TOM JiymMajia. 3a4eM UM CTOJIbKO XPaHUTEJIeH, €CJI UM JJOCTATOUHO BCETO TPEX OXOTHUKOB?
Uro BB MOXeETE ClIeNIaTh JJIs HUX, Yero He JeNIal0T OXOTHUKM ?
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— Hy, MBI yxaxuBaem 3a Humu. U ynensiem um mpopBy BHUMaHUs. Thl ke 3Haellb, KAK OHU
TMOOST JIECTb.

Tumapa yMoJIKIIa, 33yMaBIIKCh. 3a4eM JpakoHbI BHITpeOoBau cede xpanuteseii? OHa 3ame-
THJIA HANPSKEHHBINA B3I DITuC.

— Ecnu teGe kaxercsi, 4To TaM MOXeT ObITh pbiOa, Oeii! Eciti 310 Beero Jmiib TeHb, XyKe He
OyneT. A eciu ppiOa, Thl €€ MOWMAEIIIb.

— Hy xoporo.

JKenmyHa Habpasia B rpy/b BO3/IyXa.

— Ho Tonpko Ha 310T pa3 He KpuuM, — npeaynpeania Tumapa. — Y He nipbiraii B Boxy. Thl ke
HE XOYelllb Pacyrarh BCIO MPOYYIO PhIOY WM JUUb B OKPECTHOCTSIX.

e 3amepa:

— A 410, B IpOLIBIA pa3 g Kpuyasa?

Tumapa mocrapasnach He 3aCMESIThCSI CIMIIKOM I'POMKO:

— Ha. Y npeirnyna B Boay. Ha 3ToT pa3 aeiictByit Tosbko octporou. [danbine. OTBeau pyky
nojiasipliie Hazal... Bor Tak. Tenepb mocMoTpH TyAa, KyJa XOouelb MonacTb, 1 Oel.

«5] TOBOpIO COBCEM Kak OTell», — BApYT NoHsuia Tumapa. 1 cTonb ke BHE3almHO 0CO3HANA, YTo
eil HpaBUTCS YYUTh DITUC.

D7Mc oKazasack Xopolei yuyenuniei. OHa npuciaymaiach K coBety. JKeHIuHa 3atania JIbixa-
HHe, COCPEIOTOUMIIACH Ha [1eJI1, YTO Obl OHA TaM HU YIJIsieNa, 1 ynapuia ocrporoi. Tumapa He noBe-
puiIa, 94To TaMm ObLIa pbida, HO OCTPHUE SIBHO BOIILIO BO YTO-TO KMBOE, MMOCKOJIBKY TIOBEPXHOCTH BOJIbI
BHE3aITHO BCKOJILIXHYJIACH PSOBIO U OphI3ramMu.

— Kperue nepxwu octpory, kpermye! — mpokpuyana Tumapa Diuc 1 6pocuiach K Hel, YTOObI
HaJIeyb Ha JPEBKO JIBOMHBIM BECOM.

JoObrya Dmwic, yeM Obl OHA HHM ObLIa, OKa3ajgach OrPOMHOM M, BOZMOXHO, BOBCE HE PHIOOH.
OcTpora npurBo3uiia HEUTO K peuHomy AHy. Heuto KpyIHoe, ¢ TIIOCKKUM TeJIOM U MTOX0XKUM Ha KHYT
XBOCTOM, KOTOPBHIM OHO BHE3AITHO HAYaJI0 XJIECTATh MO BOJOM.

— ¥V Hero MoryT ObITH MBI UK kasio! OcropoxkHee! — mpegocteperia Tumapa.

Omna gymana, DJ1c BHITYCTUT OCTPOTY, HO Ta, HAOOOPOT, YIPSIMO BLIENHUJIACH B APEBKO.

— IIpunecu. .. erie oCTpOry... WIN YTO-HUOY/b. .. — BBIIOXHY/Ia OHA.

Tumapa Ha MUT 3aMepJia, a 3aTeM MeTHynach K jJoakam. CyaeHsinko TaTca okazanoch Onuxe
MIPOYMX, M BCE €ro CHapsiKeHHe Jiexano BHyTpu. CaM OH cujiell psaoM Ha 3emJle, ellle He 10 KOHIA
MPOCHYBIIIUCh.

— Opomxy y Tebst ocTpory! — KpUKHYy/a eMy JeBYIIKa, CXBaTHIIA, TIOKa OH COOOpakal, OpykKue
Y KUHYJIach 0OpaTHO.

— OHo yxonut! — mpokpuyaia dmuc, noka Tumapa Hecnach K HEil.

Kto-T0 Gesxan 3a el cnietom. OHa orisiHyach M yBujiena Parickans u CusbBe, a 1o3aay HUX —
kanurtana Jleprpuna. [Toka oHu peroaunim, mpocHyscs Jarepb. He oOpainas BHUMaHHS Ha XJIeTy-
IIMI 110 CTOPOHAM XBOCT TBAapH, ITUC 3alllIa B BOIY, YTOOBI MOCHJIbHEE Hajledb Ha ocTpory. Tumapa
CTUCHYJIa 3yObl 1 IIarHysia ¢ 6epera. OHa ynapuiia B MyTHYIO BOAY Ty/Ia, I/ie, KaK OHa peluia, JOJKHO
CKPBIBATHCS TYJIOBHIIE pbIObl. HAKOHEUHUK rITyOOKO BOIIIEN B MYCKYJIUCTYIO IUIOTh, U APEBKO OCTPOTU
elBa He BBIPBAJIOCh Y Hee U3 PyK, Koraa Joosrya sipocTHO 3admiack. [IsTasgch cnacTuch, OHa 3aTac-
kuBasia Dnuc ¢ Tumapoii Bce rimyoxe B BOAY.

— IIpunercs oTmycTUTh! — MpOXpUIIesa AeBYIIKA.

— Her! — xpukHy:n y Hee u3-3a ClIUHBI Parickanb v permTesbHO 1oJie3 B BOIY.

Hecmotpst Ha XBOCT, OEIIeHO XJIECTaBIIHIA IO CTOPOHAM, IOHOIIIA CyMeJT HECKOJIBKO pa3 TKHYTh
CYILIECTBO COOCTBEHHOW OcTporoil. TemHass KpoBb 3aKjyOwsiach B MyTHOW BOJE, OJHAKO PHIOMHA
JIMIIb YIBOWJIA YCHIIHSI.

— Boiepnu ocrpory! He naii aToit TBapu ee yramuth! — KpukHyaa Tumapa Dmuc.

Ona poMoKJIa 10 Mosica M1 MPayHO HETUISIAch 3a IPEBKO.
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— U moto "e ynycrute! — 3aopan Tarc. — Tumapa, y MeHs1 Apyrux Her!

— IIpous ¢ goporu! — nporpyousna CuHTapa, HO He OCTaBIJIA UM BPEMEHH MCTIOHUTD MPUKa3.

JlpakoHuUIIa TSKEJI0 BOpBajiach B Bofy, U Parickainb efiBa yBepHYyJICs OT Hee.

— Tumapa! — oksmkHya Tarc, v TYT ee 3a1es10 pacrpaBieHHOe Kpbuio CHHTapHI.

Bopna kak 6yaTo B3MeTHyach M noaxsatuiia Tumapy, ocTpory BHIIEPHYIIO U3 PyK. 3aTeM 4uTo-
TO OIPOMHOE, IIJIOCKOE M KHMBOE YAAPUJIO ee, 000IpaB OAEXkIy M KOXY Ha JIEBOW pyKe, MpexkIe yem
OTIIBBIPHYTH Ha ITyOMHY. OHa pacKpblia poT, YTOOBI BO3MYILIEHHO KPUKHYTh, U B TOPJIO XJIBIHYJIA
MyTHas Bojia. TuMapa ee BBHIIUTIOHYJIa, OJHAKO BO3yXY ObLIO B3SIThCS YK€ HEOTKy/a. [leByIka oTya-
SIHHO TIBITAJIaCh 3a/1epXkaTh JpixaHue. OHa HUKOI/A He YYMJIaCh TUIaBaTh: POXKIEHHAS JJIsl )KU3HU B
KpOHax, OHa JIa3WJia TI0 JIepeBbsSIM U BOT Terepb OapaxTaiach B UyKIOH cpesie, KOTopasi TUIeHWIA ee
1 OBICTPO MOBOJIOKJIA Ky/Ia-To.

BHesarHo B M0 yaapui cBeT, HO He ycriena Tumapa BIOXHYTb, KaK CHOBA MOTPY3HJIaCh MO
Boay. Kazanoce, KTo-TO Kpruas. [1aza munanio, pyky Krjio. YUTo-To MoaxBaTHIIO €€, KPEIKO CTUCHYB
tyaoBuiie. OHa KOJOTHIA TIO YeNIy4yaTol MKype KylakaMH, POT PacKpbUIcs B 0€33BYYHOM KpHKE.
UYTo-TO MpOTAIIMIIO €€ CKBO3b BOY M BBIAEPHYJIO HAa BO3/YX.

A oeporcy ee! Jleporcy! — BOpBaach B rojioBy UyXkasi MbICIIb.

A TOTOM BBISICHWJIOCH, YTO OHa Oonraercs B mactu Mepkopa. Tumapa omrymiana ero 3yosl
CKBO3b ofexy. OH nepxai ee 6epekHO, HO OHM BCE PaBHO Iapamnaiy Koxy. Ho He ycrena oHa 10
KOHIIA OCO3HAaTh, YTO HAXOIUTCS B MACTH JAPAKOHA, KAK OH TOJIOKMUII ee Ha TONKui Oeper. Bokpyr
KOJIBIIOM COMKHYJIMCh JIIO/IM, BCE KPUYAJIM, & OHA BCE JTaBUJIACh BOJOM C MecKoM. ['psi3HbIe CTpyKu
cOerany U3 HO3pel. TMapa MonbITaNach yTepeThesi, M KTO-TO CYHYJI el B pyKH ofiesiio. OHa HacyXxo
BBITEpJIa JIUIO YTOJIKOM M 3amMopraia. [lepes rma3aMu Bce TUIbLIo, HO 3peHHUe MOCTENEeHHO MPOSICHSI-
JIOCb.

— Tor nena? Lena? — cHoBa u cHoBa crpamuBai Tarc. OH CTOST PSIIOM Ha KOJIEHSIX, MOKPBIT
10 HUTKH.

—ro s BuHOBara! f He xotena ymyckarb pbiOy. [a mpoctut mens Ca, 1o st BuHoBara! C Helt
Bce Oymer xoporio? Y Hee KpoBb TeueT! KTo-HUOYOb, niepeBsikuTe ke ee! — Dmuc Oblna OneaHas,
PbIKHE BOJIOCH MOKPBIMU TPSIISIMU JIUTLUTH K JIVILY.

Panckanp xnonoran Han Tumapoid, meiTasch ee ynoxuTb. OHa OTTONKHYJIA €r0 U cefia, YTOObI
BBIKAIILIATD €Ile BOJbI C IECKOM.

— Ioxanyiicta, paccTynuTech HEMHOTO, — TIOMPOCHJIA OHA.

N numb korma oToaBUHYIACk TeHb, TUMapa MOHsUIA, YTO HaJl Hell CTos elle U ApakoH. OHa
CIUTIOHYJIa ellle HeMHOTO Tpsi3u. [71a3a cagumiio, cie3 He Obi10. OHA JIETOHBKO MOTepiia BEKU Majlb-
[[aMU, CHUMasl WL

— 3anpoKuHb roJIoBy, — yrpioMo Besels Tarc v, Koraa oHa MoCyIaiack, IIECHYI el Ha JIUI0
YUCTOM BOJIBL. — Teneps 3aiiMych pyKOM, — MPeIynpeans OH.

JleByIiKa OXHyJIa, KOT/Ia pyKy 0OJasio TPOXJIAJI0H, YHABIIEH kK KeHUe, Ha KOTOPOE OHA TThITa-
Jach He oOparath BHUMaHus1. BHe3amno Tumapa unxHya, ¥ Bojia cO CIIU3bI0 OpBI3HYJIA BO BCE CTO-
ponbl. OHa yTepJia JIMI0 OfesIoM, BbIpBaB y Parickass BO3MyIIEHHbIN BCKPUK.

— DI, 3TO ke Moe OJIes7I0! — BOCKJIUKHYJI OH.

— Moxernb 3a0paTh MOe, — TPOXPUIIENa OHA B OTBET.

BuesarHo Tumapa oco3Hasia, 4To He ymepJia U Aaxe He yMUPAET, TOIbKO MOYeMY-TO 1yBCTBYET
ce0s1 OCKOpOJIEHHOM, OKa3aBIIMCh B IIeHTpe BHUMaHus. OHa MomnbITajgach BcTaTth Ha Horu. Korga
Tatc moguep:xai ee, OHa Cymesa He OTIEPHYTh PYKY, XOTs €il He XOTeJIOCh BHIIISIETh ClIadou mepes
OCTaJIbHBIMU. MUTOM TIO3KE CTAJIO ellle XykKe, MOCKOIbKY DJIUC CTUCHYJIA €€ B OOBSITUSX.

— Ox, Tumapa, npoctu! 4 4yTh He youaa TeOs N3-3a KAKOK-TO PHIOBI!

JleByIIKe yaaaoCch BHITYTaThCS U3 OOBSITUI.

— Tak 4t0 310 OBLIA 32 pHIOA? — COPOCHIIA OHA, MBITASICh OTBJIEYDb OT ceOs1 BHIMAHME.

OobonpanHas pyka 6omnena, onesxaa mpoMokiia. OHa HAKMHYJIA HA TUIEYH OfIESLIO.
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— Cama nocMoTpH, — OTKJIMKHYJIACh DJTUC. — §l TaKOW HUKOT/IA ellle He BUJIea.

Tumapa, Kak BBISICHUIOCH, TOxke. POpPMOIA TBaph HAIOMHMHAJIA TIEPEBEPHYTOE OJTIO/I0, TOJBKO
pa3mMepoM c rapy ofies1. Y Hee ObLIO 1Ba BBIMTYYEHHBIX IJ1a3a U JJTMHHBIN, TOXOKUI Ha XJIBICT XBOCT
C munamu Ha KoHue. CrivHa nectpesia CBETJIBIMU M TEMHBIMU MISITHAMH, CJIOBHO PEYHOE IHO, a OPIOX0
oKazasioch OesfocHeXKHBIM. Ha Tenie moObIum ocranachk JoOpast II0KHUHA PaH OT OCTPOT U CJie/ibl 3yOOB
CuHTapsl, BBITAIIMBIIEH ee Ha Oeper.

— A 370 TOYHO pbIOa? — C COMHEeHUeM yTouHmIa Tumapa.

— HemHoro cmaxuBaeT Ha cKara, Tak 4To J1a, 9T0 pbida, — 3ametu Jlegrpun. — Ho s Hukorzaa
HE BUJIEN X B peKe, TOJIbKO B MOPCKOM Bozie. M yk MOJaBHO He BUJIEIN CKaTa TAKMX pa3MepoB.

— U cwewm ero s, — 3asBuia Cunrapa. — Eciiu Obl He £, ero Obl yITyCTHIIN.

— TBost kaIHOCTh €Ba MEHsI He CryOwmIia, — pousHecna TruMapa HerpoMKo, HO TBEpIO M caMa
YIMBHJIACH TOMY, HACKOJIBKO CIIOKOMHO MTPO3BYYAJIH €€ CJIoBa. — Thl CTOJIKHYJIa MEeHsI B Bofy. S 4yTh
HE yTOHYJIA.

Omna nocmoTpera Ha ApakoHuity, 1 CuHTapa BCTpeTuia ee B3rIsid. Tumapa He yJIoBHUIa HUKA-
KHX 9yBCTB, UCXOJAIINX OT JIPAKOHWIIBL: HU pacKasHUs, HH KeJIaHUs ONPaBaaThCsA. A Belb OHH TaK
MHOTO TIPOIIUTH BMecTe. [pakoHuIIa cTana cujibHee, KpyIHee ¥ 3aMeTHO Kpacusee. OHaKo, B OTIIU-
Yre OT MPOYMX, OHA He COMM3KIIACH CO CBOEW XpaHuTeIbHUIeH. HeBbIHOCHMAs ropeub BCKOJBIXHY-
nack B Tumape. CuHTapa ¢ Kak/bIM JHEM CTAHOBUTCS BCe TPEKpacHee, OHa, 0e3 COMHEHHUs, CaMoe
BEJIMKOJIENTHOE CO3J]aHue, Kakoe ei, Tumape, JOBOIMIOCh BUIeTh. M oHa MeuTasia cTaTh TOBAPUILEM
STOMY yIMBHUTEIIBHOMY CYILIECTBY, MeUTaJIa OrPeThCs B JIydax ero ciaBbl. OHa U30 BCEX CUII CTapa-
J1ach MPOKOPMUTH IPAKOHUILY, KaXKIbIil IeHb YUCTUIIA, JIEUWIIA, €CJIM MOIJIA el IOMOYb, a ellle XBa-
JIAJIa ee M JIbCTHIA e, IooIpsist KaxIpii mar. OHa HaOmoasia, Kak JIPaKOHUIIA CTAHOBHUTCS CUIIbHEe
U 3710pOBee.

A ceroans Ta enpa He youa ee. He u3 31mocti, a mpocto 1o HeOpexHOCTU. Y He BbIKa3bIBaeT
HU MaJieHiero coxajieHus. Tumape Ha yM CHOBA MPHIIIEN MPEKHUI BOMPOC: 3aU4eM JPaKOHAM Xpa-
nutenn? Teneps oTBET cTan siceH. YToOsl mpuciyxuBath. Huuero Gosbire.

Tumapa mipexne cibixajia BelpakeHue «pasouroe cepaie». Ho oHa HMKOrma He aymana, 4To
OT 3TOTO W BIIPSAMb OOJIUT B IPpyad, Kak OyATO cepille NeMCTBUTEHHO PAacKoJIoNoch Ha Kycku. OHa
MOCMOTpeJIa Ha CBOIO JIPAKOHUILY W TONbITasach nmopoOparsk cioBa. OHa moria Obl cKazarh: «Thl
Oobllle HE MO IPakoH, a s Tede He XpaHuTelb». Ho He crasia, OCKOJIBKY el BAPYT CTaIO SICHO,
YTO UX HUKOTJA M HE CBSI3BIBIM Takue OTHoIIeHHs. OHa MeJUIEHHO TOoKaJyaia TOJIOBOM, ISl Ha
npekpacHoe carpupoBoe Co3/JaHue, a 3aTeM OTBepHY.1ach. OKHMHYIA B3ITISA10M COOPABIIUXCS APAKO-
HOB U XpaHUTeJIel. DIUC CMOTpesia Ha Hee OKPYITIUBIIMMHUCS cepbiMU 1a3amMu. OHa MpOMOKJIA J10
HUTKH, U KaruTaH JlepTpun HaOpocw eil Ha Tuieud CBOI0 KypTKy. KeHimHa u3 YaqHoro Momvana,
u Tumapa 3Hana: TOJIBKO OHA OfIHA MIOHMMAET, KAKOBO eil. DTO ObLIO HeBBIHOCUMO. TUMapa passep-
HYJIACh U TIONUIA MIPOYb. 3aKaMEHEBIINM JIMIIOM TaTc marnys B CTOPOHY, yCTymasi ei 10pory.

Oma He MpoIILIa ¥ IecsSTKa I1aro, Kak ee HeoXXuaaHHo HarHaia CrsbBe. MepKop HETOPOIUIMBO
Opelt psiIoM.

— Mepxkop Hamien Te0s1 B BOZie U BHITAIIMII Ha Oeper, — HerPOMKO COOOIIMIIA IEBOYKA.

Tumapa ocraHoBuiack. iMeHHO TeHb Mepkopa najasia Ha Hee, ToKa OHa TPUXOoAuyIa B ceOsl.
Ona HeBOJILHO KOCHYJIach pedep, Iie ero 3yObl MPOPBaJIM OICKIY U OLaparnaim KOxy.

— Cnacu0o0, — cKa3asa OHa, 3arJIsIHYB B ME/IJIEHHO BPAIAIOIIUECs I71a3a 30JI0TUCTOTO IPaKOHA. —
Thl ciac MHE KW3Hb.

Hpakon CusibBe criac ee 1mocJjie Toro, Kak COOCTBeHHast IpaKOHMUIIA CTOJIKHYJIA €€ B BOAY U JIakKe
HE TOTBITAach BHITAUTh. CpaBHEHME OKA3aI0Ch HEBHIHOCUMBIM. TrMapa OTBEepHYJIach U odpena
MPOYb OT HUX OOOUX.

YV Dnuc pazpeiBasioch cepilie, Korjaa oHa cMoTpena Beie Tumape. Kazanoch, BOKpyr Hee KiTy-
outcs nennoe odnako 6omu. KenmuHa niepeBena B3 Ha Cuntapy. Ho mpexe yem oHa ycriena
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Mo1o0paTh CJIOBa, TPAKOHUIIA BAPYT BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY, pa3BepHY/Iach M TOILUIA IPOYb, CTEras XBO-
croM 1o cropoHaM. OHa pacrpaBuiia KpbUIbsl M IPOCTHO BCTPSAXHYJIA MMU, HE 3aMETHB, YTO OKATHJIA
COOPABIIMXCS JTIOJCH U IPAKOHOB OPBI3raMu BOJIBI C IIECKOM.

— Ecnu oHa He Oyzet ppiOy, MOXHO ee checT XeOun? — MPOroBOPHJI B TUILIMHE OfIMH U3 XPaHU-
TeJield moMoJioxke. — Xebu odeHs roiogHa. Hy To ecTh OHa Bcer/ia roixogHa.

— A npakoHaM MOXHO UX ecTh? OHM BOOOIIIE CheIOOHBI? — BCTPEBOKEHHO CIpOCHIIa DJHC. —
Boimisagar qoBONIBHO CTpaHHO. MHe KakeTcsl, HAaM CTOUT MOOCTEPEUbCS.

—3ro0 prida 3 Benmkoro JlazypHoro o3epa. Sl MOMHIO X ¢ MPeXHUX BpeMeH. Prida ¢ KpacHbIM
OpIOXOM TOIUTCS JPaKOHAM, HO sioBUTA Jyis Josiel. [11ockyio MoryT ecThb Bee.

Dmuc obepHyaach Ha Tojoc Mepkopa. 30JI0TUCTBIN IPAKOH MPHOINKAICA K KOJBILY JIIOJCH.
OH nBUTAJCA C YyTh TSKEJOBECHBIM M3SIIIECTBOM M JOCTOMHCTBOM. MOXET, OH ObUT M HE CaMbIM
KPYITHBIM U3 APAKOHOB, 3aTO CAMbIM BHYIIHWTC/IbHBIM.

— Benukoe JlazypHoe 03epo? — nepecnpocuiia OHa Y 30JI0TOTO.

—DT0 03epo MUTAIT HECKOJIBKO PEK, a OHO IOPOKIAET TY, KOTOPYIO BBl Ha3biBaeTe pekou Joxk-
neBbIx 9ao0. OHO ObLIO OUYeHb OOJIBIIIUM, a B CE30H JIOK/IEH pa3IuBaIoCh elle cuibHee. B HeM mpe-
BOCXOJTHO JIOBWJIACh phiOa. Baliy cerofHsImHo0 1009y B T€ JHU, YTO 5 IOMHIO, COWIN Obl MEJTIKOM, —
OTCTPAHEHHO IMTOBECTBOBAJI APAKOH, IMMPE€AaBIINCh BOCIIOMUHAHUAM. — CTapH_[I/IC BbIXOOUJIX Ha JIOBJIIO
B JIOIKaxX ¢ sApKUMHU mapycamu. [IpekpacHoe 3pesuile OTKPHIBAJIOCh C BBICOTHI: IIIMPOKOE romyooe
03€epo, a MO ero MIaau paccesHbl Mapyca prldallkuX cyaeHbiek. V3-3a pa3nuBoB Ha Oeperax o3epa
OBLJIO MaJIO TIOCTOSTHHBIX TIOCEJICHHIA, HO COCTOsATeIbHbIe CTapiiiie BO3BOAMIIV KUJIUIIA HA CBAsIX WJIN
Ha JIETO MPHUTOHSIM TyJIa TUIABYYHe JIOMA.

— A naneko mu Benukoe JlazypHoe o3epo ot KeiabcuHrpbi?

DJMC KJ1ama OTBETa 3aTauB JIbIXaHUe.

— s nersiero apakona? Hepaneko. — B ero rosoce npo3Byyasio Becesbe. — Ham He coctas-
JISITI0 TPpyJa Mepecedb 03epo, TOCIIe Yero Mbl JIeTeNTU HalpsIMUK, a He MeT/ I BIob peku. Ho Bpsin
JIM TIO 3TUM PbIOaM MOXHO 3aKJIIOUUTh, YTO MBI yke Onu3ku K Bemmkomy JlazypHomy o3epy wim
Kenbcunrpe. Priba He crout Ha mecte. — MepKop MOJHSIT TOJIOBY M OTJISIIEIICS 1O CTOPOHaM, Kak
OyaTo orleHuBast 00CTaHOBKY. — M ipakoHaM He cTomio Obl. MBI TepsieM fieHb. [Topa Ham BceM 1oecTb
" OTIIPABJIATHCA B IMYThb.

Be3 nanmpHelIel cyeTsl 30JI0TUCTHIA JPAKOH TOOIIe]T K KPAaCHOOPIOXOM PHIOMHE, CKJIOHWII
rOJIOBY U HEBO3MYTHMO MPUHSIICS 3a ely. HeckolbKo JpakoHOB MOI00pasich K cKaTy. MajeHbKast
KpacHast XeOu nepBoy BOH3MIIA B Hero 3yOwl. JItoy oTonum Ha3aj, yeTynas ApakoHam Mecto. Hukto
13 HUX, TIOXOXe, He cOOMpasics mpoOoBaTh phIOy.

Ha o6parHoM myTy K OpOILIEHHBIM TIOCTENSIM U JJarepHoMY KocTpy JledTprH nogan Dnvc pyky.
Ta onepnace Ha Hee.

— Jlyuliie mepeosieHbCs MOCKopee, — I0COBETOBAI KanuTaH. — CerofiHs BoJa B peKe Msrkasi, Ho
4yeM JI0JIbLIIe OHA KacaeTcsl KOXKH, TEM BepHee MOSIBUTCS Pa3fipakeHue.

U xak ecu ObI €ro CJI0Ba YTO-TO MOATONIKHY/IM, DIINC TYT ke 0OpaTiia BHUMAaHUE Ha TO, KaK
BOPOT HATUPAET I1Iel0, a TIOSIC OPIOK BITUBAETCS B KOXY.

— Iloxanyii, MbICIIb 3/1paBasi.

— Eme 6b1! Yto Ha TeOst HAILIO, YTO TH B3sIACh phIOaunTh BMecTe ¢ Tumapoii?

DJHC crIerka OmeTHHIIACh, YJIOBUB B €r0 IoI0ce HOTKY M3YMJICHUS.

— MHe X0Tesoch HayuuThCs YeMy-HUOY/Ib MOJIE3HOMY, — CYXO COOOIIIIA OHA.

— Bonee nonezHomy, yeM n3ydeHHe JPaKOHOB? — YTOUHWUJI OH NPUMHUPUTETIBHBIM TOHOM, YTO
eBa He OCKOPOWMJIO ee ellle CUJIbHEe.

— 1 3Ha10, YTO MOM MCCJIEIOBAHUS BaXKHBI, HO HE YBEpEHa, TaK JIM YK OHU TOJIE3Hbl B 3TOM
nioxozie. Eciu Ov1 51 oOnagasna 6osee mpakTHYHBIMUA HaBBIKAMHM, BPOZE AOOBIBAHUS TTHIIIH. . .
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— Thl He HAXOIMIIIb, YTO CBEICHHS, TOJBKO YTO MOJNYYEeHHbIE TOOOW OT MepKopa, BIOJHE
none3HbI? He yBepeH, 4To KOMY-TO ellie yIaioch Obl BBIYIUTh MX U3 HETO.

— ComMHeBaloCh, YTO OHM TaK Y’k BaKHBI, — BO3pa3uia JIuc.

Ona nocrapajnach COXpaHUTh 00EBOU HACTPO, HO JlepTpUH CIUIIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAJ, KaK ee
yMUPOTBOPHUTH. K TOMY ke ero B3IJisii Ha MX pa3roBOp C APAKOHOM 3aMHTEPECOBAJI ee.

— Jla, Mepkop mipaB B TOM, 4TO pbida He CTOMT Ha MecTe. Priba mBuxkercsa. Ho u THl mpaBa
B TOM, YTO JJO CHX TOp MOIOOHBIE BU/bI HAM HE MOMaAainuch. TO €CTh MOXHO MPEANONOKHUTh, YTO
MBI CTaM OJIFKe K TOMY MeCTY, IJie 9Ta pbida oouTtana npexe. Eciu ee mpeaku MpuIiv U3 o3epa,
MUTABIIIETO PEKy, KOTOpasi MpoTeKaia MUMO KeJlbCHHIpbI, 3HAYUT MBI BCE €llie JBHKEMCSI B BEPHOM
HarpaBJieHUU. Y HAC ellle eCcTh HaJIeX/Ja OTBHICKAaTh TOpofA. A TO 51 YK€ Hayall OracarbCsi, YTO MBI
MHUHYEM MECTO, T/ie OH CTOSUI, U Ia)Ke He 3aMETHM.

Anuc OblTa OIIeTIOMIIeHA:

— ¢ naxe He 3aayMbIBAJIaCh 00 TOM.

— Yro %, caM-TO 51 B TIOCJIeJHEE BPEMsI HEMHOTO Pa3MBIILIsUT Ha 3Ty Temy. TBo# npyr Cenpuk
Tak OOJIeH, a Thl TaK MaJjia AYXOM, UYTO s Y’Ke Hayall 3aJaBaThCsl BOMPOCOM, €CTh JIM BOOOIIE CMBICT
JBUTAThCs Aajbiie. MoXkeT, 3TO JIUIb OeCIeNbHBI MoXon HUKyaa. Ho 3THX phIO 5 CYMTAI0 3HAKOM,
YTO MbI Ha BEPHOM ITyTH U CTOUT JBUTAThCS JIAJIbIIIE.

— Ho kak gomnro?

— Iloka He cnagumcs, s osaraio, — OTBETUJ KallMTaH, TIOMOJTYAB.

— U xorna %e 310 npou3ounaeT?

3ya 1oa ofek a0 nepepoc B kKkeHHue. uc 3amiarana osicrpee. JlepTpuH HUUYEro He cKazal
Ha 3TO, TOJILKO MPUOABUII X0y, YTOOBI HE OTCTATh.

— Korna craner sicHo, 4to aeno 6e3Hafe)kHo, — MPOroBOpPHUJI OH THXO0. — Korma peka oomerneer
HACTOJIBKO, 4TO Naxe CMOJISHOM He CMOXeT MpoiTH. My Korjma HauHyTCS 3MMHME JIO0KIA M BOIA
CTaHeT CJIMIIIKOM TITyOOKOH, a TeUeHHe TAKUM CHJIbHBIM, YTO MBI HE CMOXEM €ro ofoseTb. Bot uro s
ropopui cede noHavasry. Ho, yecTHo roBopst, Dmuc, Bce 00epHYJIOCh COBCEM HE TaK, Kak 51 0XKUAA.
S mymas, Kk HeIHEIIHEMY BPEMEHH BCE JPAKOHBI yKe MepeMpyT WM OKaXYTCs MPU CMEPTH, a Xpa-
HUTe M 3a00J1e10T, MoKaJIeyaTcst UK MpocTo pasderyresa. Ho Huyero nmogooHoro He mpowusoriio. U
sI TIPUBS3AJICS K 9TOW MOJIOZISKH CHIIbHEE, YeM TOTOB MPU3HATh, U JIaKe BOCXHUINAIOCH HEKOTOPHIMU
npakoHamu. Harpumep, stum Mepkopom. OH cMmen u oT3biBunB. OH HBIpHYI 32 TuUmapoii, Korja s
yX aymaln, ei koHen npuinen. Kpenkas, oqHako ke, AeBuia, — yeMexuyscs Jledprpun u nmokavant
rosioBoii. — Hu cie3, Hu HbiThs. [Ipocto Berana u ynuia. OHU B3pOCCIOT € KQXKAbIM JJTHEM — U Xpa-
HUTEJU, U IPAKOHBI.

— U kyna OwicTpee, 4eM MOKHO ObLIO OKHIATh, — COMIACKIIACH DJIHC U pacliaxHy/Ia MOIpe
BOpoT. — JledTpuH, 1, moxkanyi, modery K 6apkacy. Y MeHsl BCs KOXa TOPUT.

— Yto THI MMeNa B BUly? — OKJIMKHYJI €€ KalluTaH, HO OHAa He OTBETHJIA, TOJIbKO MPUITYCTHIIA
6erom, JIETKO OCTaBUB €ro Mo3aau. — f mpruHecy Tede YMCTOi BOIbI! — IPOKpUYAT OH el BCIe].

A ona 6exana Kk «CMOJISTHOMY», M KOXa ee Ibuiajia.

CuHrapa BblIaruBayia mo Oepery, mpodb OT pbIObI, KOTOPYIO OJaroroixyyHO BHITAIMIA Ha
Oeper, KOria Bce OCTaJIbHbIE 3aIPOCTO MOIJIH ee yIycTuTh. OHa He OTKYCHJIa HU Kycouka. M BuHOBara
BO BceM Obla Trmapa, He yOpaBIIiasics ¢ JOpOrH, KOrjia APaKOHUIIA BOIILIA B BOMY.

Jliomy HaCTONIBKO OECTONIKOBBI, UYTO MPOCTO HUKAKOTO TePIIeHs He XBaTaeT. Yero oxuaana ot
Hee JeBuoHKa? UTo qpakoHHUIa MPEBPATUTCS B 0OO0KAIOIIYIO e¢ JOMAIIHIOW 3BepymKy? M nomnbl-
TaeTcsl 3alOJHUTh KaXKJ0€ MTHOBEHHE ee KOMapuHOW ku3HU? Ecim el Hy)kHa KOMITaHUsI TaKoro
pona, mycTh 3aBeJieT JII0OOBHUKA. M 3aueM JTio/iv UIIyT CTOJb TECHBIX OTHOIeHMI? Heyxenn M majo
COOCTBEHHBIX MBIC/IEH? 3aueM OHU KOYT, TIOKA JAPYTHE YTOJAT UX HYXK/IBI, BMECTO TOrO UYTOOBI 1032~
OO0TUTBLCA O ceOe CaMOCTOATEIbHO?
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T'ope Tumaps! 3yneno, kak komap Hajx yxoM. C Tex mop kak KpoBb CHHTapbl OpbI3HYJIA €il
Ha JIMIO ¥ TYOBl, IPAKOHUIIA, K COOCTBEHHOMY HEYIOBOJILCTBHIO, MTOCTOSIHHO OIIYyIaia JAEBYOHKY.
U B ToM He ObuTO BHHBI CHHTAphl; OHA BOBCE HE HAMEPEBAJIACh JEJMThCS C XPAHUTEIbHULICH KPO-
BbIO MJIM CO3JaBaTh MEXy HUMH CBsI3b, KOTOpasi ocTaHeTcsl HaBcerna. M Ge3ycioBHO, He pelasa
YCKOPUTDb TiepeMeHbl, mpoucxoasime B Tumape. Y Hee He ObUIO HU MaJICHIIIEro XeJaHWsl Co3[a-
Bath CTapinyio, He TOBOPSl YK€ O TOM, YTOOBI YIEJsATh €€ BBIPAIIMBAHUIO NMOTPEOHOE BHUMAHHUE
u BpeMmsl. IlycTh ocTasibHBIE 33 JyMBIBAIOTCSI O CTOJIb CTAPOMOIHBIX 3a0aBax. Ku3Hu monen cmexo-
TBOPHO KOPOTKM. U naxe eciu ApakoH M3MEHUT KOro-TO M3 HUX TakK, YTO €ro BEK IPOIJIUTCS B
HECKOJIBKO Pa3 AOJIbllE, YeJOBeUbel KU3HU XBATHUT JIMIIb HA MaJIyl0 JOJIO APAKOHBETO CYILECTBO-
BaHMsA. Tak CTOMT JIM BO3UThCA, co3aBarh CTapliero, NpuBs3bIBaTbCS K HEMY, €CJIM OH BCE PaBHO
BCKOpe ympeT?

Tenepp Tumapa ymuia Kyga-To B OAMHOYKY, ayThcs. M ropesats. Ilopoit pasHuna mMexay
STUMHU JIByMsI COCTOSIHUSIMH Kazanach CHHTape HUYTOXHOH. M BOT IeBUOHKA peBeT, Kak OyATo Obl
CJIE3Bl MOT'YT YTO-TO UCHPABUTh, @ HE MPOCTO HEOINPSATHO BBIPAXKAIOT YEJIOBEUYECKOE OTHOLIEHUE K
MOOBIM TPYJHOCTSIM. JIpakoHMIIa COBEPIIEHHO He XkeJlala pa3AenisTh ¢ TuMapon OlIyIeHus : Krydue
CJIE3bl, TEKYLLUI HOC, cajHsee ropiao. Eil XxoTenoch psABKHYTh Ha JEBUOHKY, HO OHA IOHMMAJIA,
YTO OT 3TOrO Ta 3aBoeT enle ropiue. [Tostomy ckperns cepate CuHTapa OepeXHO KOCHY/Iach pasyma
Tumapsr:

Tumapa. Hoxcanyticma, xeamum smux 2aynocmeii. Imo auub 0ocmassent Heyooocmea Ham
obeum.

Otropkenue. Bot 1 Bce, yem oTBeTHIIa el eBUOHKA. [laxke He CBA3HON MBICIIBIO, a JIUIIh TIIET-
HOH TIOMBITKOM BBIIBBIPHYTH IPAKOHA U3 co3HaHMsl. [la Kak oHa cMeeT Tak rpyouTs? Kak 6ynro Cun-
Tape UHTEPECHO, YTO TaM C HEW MPOUCXOIHUT!

JlpakoHUIIa OTBHICKAJIa Ha TPS3HOM Oepery COTHEYHOE MATHO U PacTsSHYJIach Ha 3eMJIe.

He cyiics 6 moli pasym, — ipegynpeauia oHa AEBYOHKY U PEelIUTEIbHO 3aKpbUla OT HEe CBOU
MBICJIY, HO TaK ¥ HE CMOIJIa 3alJIyLIUTh JI0 KOHIIA CMYTHOE OILYILIEHUE OMHOYECTBA U TOCKHU.

Yemvuipnaouamolii denv mecsiua Moaums, wecmoii 200 Boavrozo corosa
mopeosues

Om Jlemo3u, cmompumenvruupl zonyosimuu 6 Ipexoze, — 3Ipeky,
cmompumento 20AYosimHu 8 Y 0auHom

JlBaaiath MATh MOUX ITHUI] MOTPYKEHBl HAa XUBOU KopaOimb «30yoTas
nymmHKa». CoBeT TOproBieB Tpexora mepenact ¢ KamuTaHOM JICHEeXKHYI0 CyMMY,
JOCTATOUHYIO JUIsI 3aKYIIKU TPEXCOT Mep JKEeJTOro TOpoxa Ha KOPM TOTyOsim.

9pek, mHe HaxoHey-mo yoanroce yoeoumv Cosem, umo OAsL NMUL, BANCHO
npasunvHoe numauue. Ewe s nokazana um HECKOAbKO KOPONEECKUX 201yoell,
6KMIOUASL  NOOPOCWUX NMEHU08, U PAccKaszand, umo >Smu Nmuubl Moeym
OMKAAbIBAMb NO 084 SUA KAJXHCOble WUeCmHAOUams OHell, npuuem Xopoulas napa
uacmo noemopsiem KAaoKy, KaxK moavko 8blAynsamcs npeovloyugue, max 4mo nezKo
obecneuums HenpepuleHbll NPUMOK MOA00bIX nmuy, onst cmoaa. Kaowcemces, uoes
NPUNACL UM NO BKYCY.

Ymo oce 0o Menavoapa u QDunOOK, Mozy UMb NePecKa3amv CAYXU
u3 Kaccapuxa. [ama 3azopenacv dcenamnuem omnpasumvcsi ¢ dKcneouuueii u
noonucana 002060p. Menvoap, noxodxce, npocmo yeszancs ¢ Humu. Ha cyono ne
835111 NOUMOBLIX NMUY, — 2AYNeliuast ONAOUHOCMb, Ha MOl 632450. Tloka ompsio He
8epHemcsL (ecau 8epHemcst 8000Ue), Mbl He Y3HAeM, Ymo ¢ HUMU cmanoce. Kax Hu
JHCANb, HUKAKUX NOOPOOHOCMELL ONsl UX CeMell MHE BbISICHUMb He YOAAO0Ch.
Hemosu
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I'nasa 4
Cunue yepHmIa, YePHLIN JOXK/Ib

Onuc, BBIIPAMUBILKUCH, CUjENa 32 CTOIOM Ha KamOyse. Beuep 3a OKHOM IJTaBHO KJIOHMJICS
K Houu. Ha Heii ObUIO CKPOMHOE, XOTh M HEOOBIYHOE JJMHHOE IUIaThe M3 MATKod marepuu. OHa
TaK ¥ He CMOIJIa ONPeJeUTh Ha OLIYyIIb, YTO 3TO 3a TKaHb. BeJIMH TeHbI0 CHOBAJIA MO TIOMEIEHUIO
B CBOEW OOBIYHOM, TMXOW M HEHaBsS3UMBOW MaHepe. [Ipu BuIe muiaThs Garopmuia B YIUBICHHOM
07100peHNH BCKUHYJIa OPOBH, 3arOBOPIIMYECKH TIOJMUTHYJIA, BOTHAaB DJIHC B KPAacKy, U BEPHYJIAch K
CBOMM JieJ1aM. DJIUC OIyCTUJIA TOJIOBY U YJIBIOHY/IACh.

DennuH crana el moppyroi, Kakux y Hee mpexze He ObiBasno. Mx Oecempl ObLM pefkH, HO
BCerJa JaBajid MUY JUIs pa3MblluleHUid. Kak-To pa3 oHa HaTKHYJach Ha DJIMC, KOrja Ta CTosla Ha
nayoe, JIIoOysCh HOYHBIM HEOOM.

— Hawm, ypoxennam JloxkaeBbIx 4amo0, OTITyIIeH He TaKoH yXk JAOJIIHi CpoK, — 3ameTiia besn-
JIVH, TPUOCTAHOBHUBIINCH PSIIOM. — [IpUXOAUTCS JIOBUTH KakIyI0 BO3MOKHOCTh — WJIM TIPH3HABATD,
YTO OHA HaM HEIOCTYIHA, OTCTYNAThCS M MCKaTh HOBYIO. YenoBek n3 JloXkIEBBIX YaIod He MOXKET
KIaTh BEYHO, €CJIM HE XOUET MPO3eBaTh TaK BCIO KU3Hb.

OrtBera OHa XJaTh He CTajla — Kak OyJTO MOHMMaJIa, KOraa DJIMC HEOOXOIMMO BpeMsl, YTOObI
o0aymats ycnsimanHoe. Ho 3TiM BeuepoM ee yiplOKka HaMeKasa, YTo FopokaHKa OIM3Ka K PeIIeHuIo,
KoTopoe oHa, besmH, ono0psieT. Dmmc riryOoKo B3oxHYIa. Tak 1 310?

JlecbTpuH TpHHEC €ii IIeTKOBUCTOE oOJerawliee 1aThe, MOCKOIbKY M3-3a KyMaHWs B peke,
Jaxe rnapy JAHEH CITyCTs TIOCIe 37I0TOTYyYHON PHIOAJIKM, KOKa ropesia Tak, 4To MPUKOCHOBEHHE JII000H
TKaHU NpeBpaiagock B nbITKy. Hapsaa usrorosuim Crapiiie, B 3ToM DiKc He cOMHeBanack. Vickpu-
CTO-MeJIHast MaTepus OOJIbIle OXOAMIa Ha CeTh TOHYAMIIIEro IJIeTeH!s, YeM Ha TKaHb. Korma Dmmc
JABUTajach, IUIAThe €Ba CJBILIIHO ILEJIECTEN0, CJIOBHO HAIENThIBasA CEKpeThl npuHUecchl CTapiiux,
HOCHBLIEH €ro B He3anmaMsATHbIe BpeMeHa. TkaHb ycriokaumBasia 3yj TaMm, IJle Kacanach KOXHU. DIUC
ObUTa TIOpaXeHa JI0 TTYOMHBI QyIIH, OOHApYXKHUB, YTO MPOCTOH PEYHOH KalMTaH MOXKET BIAJETh
MOJOOHBIM COKPOBHILIEM.

— ToBapsl Ha pogaxy, — HEOPEKHO OTMaxHYJICS OH U rpyOOBaTo JOOABUII, CIOBHO HE 3Has,
KaK MpeUIOKUTh el ogapok. — $1 Obl XOTel, YTOOBI ThI OCTaBMIIA €ro cede.

B orBer Ha ee OypHble U3bsBICHUS OIArOAAPHOCTH KAalIMTaH MOKPACHEN TaK, YTO YEIIyHKH Ha
CKyJax 1 JIOY CTalM KazaTbCsl cepeOpsHBIMH HakJaakamu. Hekorma mogo6Hoe 3penuine Moo Obl
OTTOJIKHYTb Diuc. Terneps ke OHa C )kapKUM TPereToM MpeICTaBuIa, Kak IPOBOAUT IO STUM Yellyii-
KaM KOHYMKOM nasiblia. OHa OTBEpHY/IACh OT KallMTaHa, a CepALE B IPYIH OITYLIMTEILHO IPOXOTAIIO.

Anuc pacnpaBuia Ha OeApax INIAAKyl0 MeHYyI0 TKaHb. OHa HOCWIIA 3TO IUIAThe YK€ BTOPOMl
neHb. OHO U cOrpeBasIo, M OXJIAXKJAJI0 KOXY, YHUMAasI 3y/1 OT OECUMCIICHHBIX MEJTKUX BOJABIPEH, KOTO-
pble OCTaBMJIA HAa KOXKE PevHasi BoJa. DJIMC MOI03peBaia, UTo IulaThe 00JIeraeT TeJIo HECKOJBbKO IUIOT-
Hee, yeM nogodaio Obl. [laxe creneHHsil CBapr ofapuil ee BOCXHMIIEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM, KOraa DIvc
MPOXOAIMJIa MUMO Hero 1o namryoe. OHa Jaxe ouryTuia cedst o-AeBUOHOYBH JIETKOMBICIEHHON. U
N0YTH 00paioBaiack TomMy, 4to Ce/ipuK BCe ellle OCTAeTCsl B OCTENH. YK OH-TO, BHE BCKOT'O COMHE-
HUSI, He 00OpHJT OBl TaKOM Hapsi,.

XJonHyna ABepsb, U ¢ nanyos! Bomen JledrpuH:

— Bee numrers? Tol MeHs pocTo nopakaenis! B Moeit sare mepo He MpoiepKUTCS U TMOIy-
IIOKUHBI CTPOK, YTOO KUCTh HE CBENO. UTO Xke ThI 3aNMChIBACIIb?

— Ma gro eI roBopuins! S BUAena TBOM 3aMETKM M HAOPOCKHM peku. Thl He MeHee JOTOIIEH,
4eM 1. A ceidac 51 IONOTHSI0 OAPOOHOCTSIMHE 3aIKCh Oece/Ibl, COCTOSIBILIEHCS BUEpa BEUEPOM MEXIY
MHOI 1 Pankynocom. Teneps, korna Ceaprk MHE He IOMOTraeT, PUXOAUTCSl HAOPAChIBATh KOPOTKHUE
3aMETKH I10 XO1y, a TIOCIIe YoKe 3aroHATh podestbl. HakoHel-To ApakoHbl Ha4aull JETTUTHCSI CO MHOM
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HEKOTOPHIMU BOCTIOMUHaHMsAMK! HeMHOrMMU 1 TIOpoii OeCcCBSA3HBIMM, HO KaKIblii OOPBIBOK CBejle-
HUiA 6ecrieHeH. W CKIa/IpIBalOTCSl OHM B BOCXUTHUTEIBHOE IIEJIOe.

Omna noxJionaja 1o KypHaiay B KoxkaHou oOnoxke. VM oH, 1 mamnka Jiyisi Oymar ObUTM HOBEHb-
KMMU ¥ OJIECTAIIMMU, KOT/Ia OHA TIOKKAaa YaauHblid. Ternepb OHM UCTPENaIuch U MOLapanaiych, 1
noTeprasi Koka moTeMHena. dnuc yabioHyaach. Ceiiyac OHM BBIIISIIENN HACTOSIIMMU CITy THUKAMMU
OTBaKHOTO MCCIIeJIOBaTeNs1, 2 He JHEBHUKAMHU YOKHYTOW MaTpPOHBI.

— Hy torna nouunTaii MHe, 4TO ThI 3amKcana, — nonpocui Jleprpus.

OH JIOBKO IBUTAJICA TIO TeCHOMY KamOy3y. CHSIB ¢ HeOOJBIIIONW TIEUKHU TSIKEJIbIN KO(DeHUK, OH
HaJTIIT ceOe Yalllky Kpernkoro koge, a 3aTeM pactoIOKUICS HAIPOTUB DJHC.

Ta Bapyr 3actecHsuiack. Eif He X0Te0Ch YMTaTh BCIYX CBOM TPYAbl, pacliBEYeHHbIE YUYCHBIMU
CJIOBEUKaMH. DJUC MOOOSIACh, YTO OHH IIPO3BYYAT HAIBIIIEHHO U TSKEIOBECHO.

— Jlyuine s1 mepeckaxy BKpariie, — HOCTIEITHO MPeJIoKuIa OHa. — PaHKyI0C 3aroBopuI1 0 BOJI-
OBIPSIX Yy MeHs Ha pyKax u jmie. [1o ero cioBam, Oyb OHHM YelTyiKaMu, si cTajia Obl O-HACTOSIIEMY
KpacuBa. $1 yToyHmiIa, He IOTOMY JIM, YTO TOI/Ia MOsI KOXa TOXOoauia Obl Ha IPAKOHBIO, U OH COIJIa-
CHJICSI, IOCKOJIBKY «HHUYTO HE MOKET OBITh ITPEeKpacHee JPaKOHbel MIKYpbl». A 3aTeM pacckasall, TOU-
Hee, HAMEKHYJI, 4TO yeM OOJIbIlie BPEMEHH JIIOM MPOBOAST C JPAKOHAMH, TEM BEPOSITHEE OHU HAUHYT
M3MeHSIThCS, npeBpamasick B Crapimx. OH Aaj MOHSTh, YTO B IPEBHOCTH JAPAKOH MOT HAMEPEHHO
YCKOPHTB 3TH NEPEMEHBI 1Sl JOCTOMHOrO yenoBeka. Kak numenHo, oH He yrounsut. Ho u3 ero cioB s
3aKJIIOYMIIA, YTO B IPEBHUX roponax Hapsay co CTapiiMMu Kuid U oObIuHbIe moau. Pankymnoc 3o
MOTBEPIIII, HO JOOABHJI, UTO JIOAY CEJIMIICH B OTAENBHBIX KBapTalax Ha OKpanHax ropoga. Heko-
TOpbIe (pbepMepBl ¥ TOPTOBLIBI KWJIM 32 PEKOH, MoAAJIbIIE OT ApakoHOB U CrapIiux.

— A 3TO0 Ba)kHBIE CBEJIEHUS? — CIIPOCKIT KalTMTaH.

Anuc ynplOHYIaCk:

— BaxHa kaxast MeJIoub, KOTOPYIO MHE YAAeTCsl y3HaTh, KallMTaH.

OH noctyyast o 0OI0KKe TSKEJION Marku:

— YT0 K€ B TAKOM Cllyyae XpaHuTCcs 31ech? $1 MOCTOSITHHO BUKY, KaK Thl YTO-TO 3aIMCHIBACIIIb
B )KYpHaJI, HO ee Bpojie Obl MPOCTO TaCKaellb ¢ COOOM.

— O, 310 MOM COKpOBHIIIA, cyaapb! Bce 3HaHUS, HAKOIJIGHHbIE 3a TOIBI TPYIOB. MHE KpaiiHe
TMOBE3J10: s MOMyYrIa JOCTYI K PsIAy PeJKUX CBUTKOB, TOOEIEHOB M Jaxe KapT 3moxu CTapiimx.

OOBsABUB 3TO, DJHC 3acMesach, onacasch, 4to JleTpuH courer ee xBacTyHbel. Kanmuran
MIPUTIOTHST KyCTUCThIE OPOBH — JKECT, KOTOPBIN OHA HaIllJla HEOOBSICHIMO MUJIBIM.

— U eI 3axBaTmia Bce 310 ¢ codo, croaa?

— O, KoHeuHo xe HeT! MHorue JOKyMEeHTHl OUeHb BETXUE, U BCE OHU CJIMIIKOM IIEHHBI, YTOOBI
Oparthb ux ¢ codou B opory. Het, 3T0 Bcero b cesaHHble MHOIO KOMMU U iepeBoabl. 1 paszyme-
eTcsi, MOU 3aMeTKH. JIoraku 0 TOM, YTO MOIJIO COAEPXKAThCS B YTEPSHHBIX (PparMeHTax, mpearono-
JKUTEJbHbIE TOJIKOBAHUSI HEM3BECTHBIX CUMBOJIOB. Bce B TakoM jyxe.

Omna mo00BHO NorIaMIIa OOIOXKKY MyXJIOH MAIKH.

— MOXHO B3IJISIHYTb?

D7Mc yIMBWIACh BOIPOCY:

— Koneuno. I1paBna, He yBepeHa, yaactcs i Tede pa3oOpaTh MOU KapakyJIHy.

Ona paccrertysa mpoyHble JaTyHHBIE MPSDKKKA Ha HIMPOKUX KOKAHBIX PEMHSIX U PAaCKpbLia
narnky. Kak oObIYHO, TIpH BUJE TOJICTOM CTOIMKHU MOKETEBIINX CTPAHUIL DJIUC OXBATUI BOCTOPKEH-
HBII TpeneT. JlepTpuH CKIOHWIICS HaJ ee IJIeYOM, C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM Pa3IIIsiIbIBast EPEBOMbI, KOTO-
pbie mucTana dmvc. Ero Temnsoe abixaHue Ha/l yXOM OTBJIEKAJIO M BOJTHOBAJIO €€ — K €€ HECKa3aHHOMY
YIOBOJIbCTBHIO.

Bor ckpymyse3Ho CKONMPOBaHHBIN €10 CBUTOK C ceibMoro sipyca Tpexora. OHa JOTOIIHO cpu-
COoBaJIa OTTY/a KaKIbIil CUMBOJI M, KaK CyMeJia, BOCIIPOM3BEIa 3araIoYHbI TOHKUI y30p, 00pamIIsiB-
i TekeT. Ha ciieyroreM JvcTe MpeBOCXOIHOM OyMard JIydIiiMy YepHBIMY Ye€PHUIaAMU ObLT Tiepe-
IMCaH NepeBoj ecTy cBUTKOB CTapiimx, BeINOIHEHHbIN KitaiiMepom; B HEM KpacHBIM LIBETOM DJIUC
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MOMETHJIa CBOM JIOTIOJTHEHUS ¥ UCIIPABJICHHUs], & TEMHO-CUHUM J0OABIJIA IPUMEYAHUs] ¥ OTCBUTKHU K
APYTUM CBUTKaM.

— Kakoii o0cTosiTenbHbIA Tpy! — ¢ OJ1aroroBeHMeM 3aKJIIOUMIT KalTUTaH, U cepile DIrC OKOH-
YaTteJbHO PacTasio.

— Ha sty paboty yuuim rossl, — CKpOMHO OTO3BaJIach OHA U MepeBepHY./Ia HECKOIBKO CTPAHHMII,
YTOOBI MOKA3aTh CPUCOBAHHYIO KapTUHY CTapIIvX: OpHAMEHT U3 JIMCTHEB, PAKOBUH U pHIO B 0Opamuie-
HUM a0CTPAKTHOTO Y30pa, BBHIMOJTHEHHOTO B CUHUX U 3€JIEHBIX OTTEHKaX. — A BOT 9TOTO HE MOHUMAET
HUKTO. BeposTHO, prCyHOK MOCTpagal OT BpeMEH! WU 10 KaKOW-TO MPUYHMHE He ObUT 3aKOHYEH.

bpoBu kanuTana CHOBa B3JIETENH.

— Hy, mo mHe, TyT Bce SICHO KaK JieHb. DTO MOAPOOHas KapTa peYyHOro YCThsI C OTMETKAMH TITy-
OWH, — COOOIIUII OH U OCTOPOXKHO TTPOBEJI IO OyMare YenryidyarsiM MajibiieM. — Buauib, BOT JTyd-
A TpoXxofl. Pa3HBIMM OTTEHKaMK CHHEr0 OTMEUeHbl TTyOMHBI B IPWJIMB U OTJIUB. YepHBIM MOKET
ObITH 0003HAUEH ITyOOKHUI hapBatep s Kopadiel ¢ HU3Kou ocafkou. Vi cuiibHOe TeueHue, Win
OBICTpUHA.

Dnuc BCMOTpenach B PUCYHOK, 3aTeM TMOJIHsIa Ha KanuTaHa U3yMJICHHBIA B3I/

— Ha, Tenieps 51 BuKy. Tol y3HaN mecro?

Ee oxBatuiio BosHEHME.

— Her. 51 nukorga He ObUT B 3TUX Kpasx. Ho 3T0 TOUuHO peuHas Kapra, U3 TeX, Ie IIaBHOE
BHUMaHMe yJeJIeHO BOJIe, a CyIla MOYTH He MpopucoBaHa. ['0ToB Guthkest 00 3akiaf.

— Tsl HE Mor OBI MOCKAETH CO MHOW M PACTOJIKOBaTh 3Ty KapTy? — monpocuia dmuc. — Yto
MOT'YT O3HAYaTh BOT STU BOJHUCTHIC JTUHUM?

JlepTpuH ¢ coxasieHneM OTKa3aJcs:

— Botock, He ceitvac. 1 3atmesn ToiabKo MO-ObICTPOMY IJIOTHYTH KOobe, M MHE Iopa 00paTHO TOT
JOX/Ib. YK€ TEMHEET, a JPAKOHbBI TaK U He COOPAJIMCh OCTAHOBHUTHLCS Ha HOWJIeTr. MHe Jiyuiiie oObITh
Ha nayyoe. Ecim npuxoauTcst WATH 1Mo peke HOUbIo, JIMIITHSSA Mapa IJla3 HUKOrJa He TOMeIlaeT.

— Tak TbI Bce emie onacaenibcsi 6esy1oi Bopl?

JledTpun mockped B Gopojie U CHOBA MOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM:

— Iymaio, yrpo3a MuHOBasIa. TpymHO cka3aTh. JJok b TpsA3HBIN U MTAXHET KOMoThio. Ha mamyoe
OT HEro YepHsble JIy:KH. 3HAUUT, I1Ie-TO YTO-TO MporcxoauT. Hacrosiyio 6emyio Bogy 51 BUIET BCETO
JBaXbI B XKM3HU, U 004 pa3a OHa MpUIILIIAa Ha CJAEAYOIIUH Ke JeHb Tocie 3emierpsicenus. Boaa B
peKe MOCTOSTHHO CTAaHOBUTCSI TO OoJiee, To MeHee eikoi. Ho, kak MHe KaxeTcsl, eciiu Obl OHa JOJKHA
ObL1a OOEJIETh, TO yXkKe MPOU3OIIIO ObI.

—Yro k... DTO yxe pagyer.

Anuc 3aaymMaiack, u4To Obl ellle cKa3aTh, Kak Obl elle HeMHOTO 3a/epkarh JlepTpruHa Ha Kam-
Oy3e, 3a pa3roBopoM c Heit? Ho oHa moHMMasia, 4To KarluTaH 3aHsAT JIeJIoM, TaK 4YTO yAepXkasach OT
MOIOOHBIX TITYTIOCTEH.

— ITopa Gb1 MHE BepHYThCA K padoTe, — C IBHOW HEOXOTOM 3aKJIIOUMII TOT.

C mouTu JETCKUM BOCTOPIrOM IIUC BAPYT MOHsJIA: CaM OH TOXE JKaJleeT, YTO HEe MOXKET
octatbesi. C 9TMM 3HAHUEM OTITYCTUTh €ro 0Ka3aJioch Jierye.

— Ha. Tel Hyxen CMossiHOMY.

— Hy, nopoii s1 comHeBatoch, uto CMOISTHOMY BOOOIIE XOTh KTO-TO HyXeH. Ho syure Oyrer,
€CJIM 51 BRIy ¥ MOCTIeKY 3a pekoi. — JlepTpuH momosrya, 1 Bce e peruics J00aBuTh: — XOTs 5
OBl TIpeTIoyues He CBOIUTH IJ1a3 ¢ TeOsl.

OHa CKJIOHWJA TOJIOBY, B3BOJIHOBAaHHAs KOMIUIUMEHTOM, a KAllUTaH 3aCMEsUICS M BBIIIEI.
[NopeiB BeTpa C IIyMOM 3aXJIONMHYJI 32 HUM JIBE€Pb. DJMC B3JOXHYJA, 3aTEM YJIBIOHYJIACh TOMY, KaK
HeJiero ce0s1 BezeT.

Omna coGpasnachk O6bUI0 OOMAaKHYTh MEPO, HO PEIINIIA, YTO JJIsl IPUMEYaHUs] Ha JIUCTE, UCTON-
KoBaHHOM Jle(pTprHOM, eil HyHbl cuHUe YepHUJa. [la, yBepuiach OHa, Hy’)KEH CUHUI 1IBET, U OHa
00s13aTENIBHO YKaXeT, KTO BbICKa3as npeanonoxenue. Eil ObUIO MPUATHO MPEACTaBIIATh, KAK MHOTO
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JIET CITyCTsI yYeHbIe TIPOUTYT €r0 UMS U YAUBSTCS, YTO MPOCTOM PEYHOM KAITUTaH Pa3peln 3arajiky,
CTaBMBHIYIO B TYNHK JAPYTUX. DITUC OTHICKAIAa MaJIeHbKHI My3bIPEK C YUepHUIAMH, OTKYTIOpHJIa M MaK-
HyJa repo. Ho KOHUHMK ero ocTajicsi Cyxum.

Ona nonHecna OyTHUIOUKY K cBeTy. Heyxkenu oHa Tak MHOro mucana B mytu? Bumumo, na.
CTosbK0 HAOJIOICHUI, HABE/IIIIUX €€ Ha MBIC/IV T 3aCTABHUBIIUX MEPECMOTPETh ObUIbIE YOS KACHUS.
Anuc nogyMana, He pa30aBUTh JIM OCTAaTKM BOAOM, M cKprBUiachk. Het. D1o nmocnennee cpeactso. Y
Cenpuka B fIIIMKE C MMCbMEHHBIMU NPUHAJICKHOCTSIMH, TPUTIOMHMJIA OHA, TIOIHO YepHuI. M oHa
He HaBellaja ero ¢ camoro yrpa. He Xyammii mpeasior, 4To0sl 3arssHyTh K OOTbHOMY.

Cenpuk pocHYJICS, He pe3K0, HO Kak OyATO BCIUIBIB TOCJIE HbIpKa B YepHyIo rmyouny. CoH
CTEKaJI C ero pa3yma, CJIOBHO BOA — C BOJIOC ¥ KOH. OH OTKPBUI I71a3a B IPUBBIUHOM CYMPAKE KAIOTHI.
Ho 4ro-To m3menusnock. Bo3myx okazasicsi ciierka XoJlofiHee U CBexkee 0ObraHOro. KTo-T0 HepaBHO
OTKpbLI ABepb. 1 Bowel.

OH 3aMeTnI CUITY3T, CKPIOUMBIIIUICS HA TIONY Y €r0 MOCTeNU. YCIIbIal, Kak BOPOBCKHE PYKH
BOPOIIAT SAIMKH ero rapaepoda. MeanenHo u HezameTHO Ce/IpuK CIBUHYJICS TaK, YTOOBI BHITJISTHY Th
3a Kpail Korku. B kaioTe OblI0 cympadHo. [leHb CHapyKH yke MEepK, a JIaMITy OH He 3axurai. Enqun-
CTBEHHBIM MICTOUHMKOM CBETa CITyKUJIM MaJICHbKUE OKHA-OTIYIIINHBI.

Ho cymiectBo Ha mony y moCTeNn CBepKaJlo MeIblo ¥ Kak Oy[ATO OTpakajio CBET, KOTOPHI Ha
Hero He magai. Ha rmazax y Cenpuka OHO IIEBEIbHYJIOCh, U OJIMK MPOKATUIICS BAOIb YEIIyldaToi
crimHbl. OHA poeTcs B €ro Bellax, BHIMCKMBAs MOTAHON SIIIMK, TIe COPSATAHBI My3bIPbKU C YKPaJIeH-
HOW Y Hee KpOBbIO!

Cenpurika oXBaTHJI yKac, U OH €/IBa He OOMOUMIICS.

— Ilpoctu! — BEIKpUKHY! OH. — MHe ykacHo kaJib, npasja! f He 3Hai, yTo THI Takoe. [Iporry
TeOs1, moxkanyicra, ormyctd MeHsi! OcTtaBb B mokoe mMoii pasym! TToxamyiicra. ..

— Cenpuk? — MenHast JpakoHHIIa BCTala Ha ABIOBI U BAPYT HpeBpartuiack B dmuc. — Ceapuk,
Kak ThI ceOs1 gyBCcTBYelb? TeOs TUXopaauT WK MPOCTO TyPHOM COH?

OHa KOCHYJIach €ro BJIAXHOTO JIOA Teriou J1agoHpo. KOHOIA CyTOpOKHO OTIIATHYJICS OT ee
pyku. 1o dnuc. Beero-HaBcero dnuc.

— INouemy Ha TeOe npakoHbs mKypa? M 3a4emM Thl poelibest B MouX Bemax? — OT nmorpsiceHust
Cenpuk HerogoBasl M OOBUHSIT Pa30OM.

— 41... npakonbs mkypa? Jla Her ke, 310 11atbe! Ero onomkun mue kanutan Jledgrpun. 1o
pabota Crapmmx, mpocto uyaecHast. Ml coBceM He pa3apaxkaer Koxy. Bor, mourynail pykas.

Anuc nonana emy pyky. OH J1axe He MOIBITAJICS IOTPOHYThCS JI0 Mepiiatolieid Marepuu. Padorta
Crapmmx. [IpakoHbH HITYYKH.

— Ho 310 He 00BsICHSET, 3a4eM Thl MPOKPAJIACh KO MHE B KAIOTY U POEIIbCS B MOMX Bellax, —
ynpsimo orpei3Hyics Ceapuk.

— Huuero nogo6noro! Hukyna s He «mpokpaniack»! f mocryvana, a Koraa Thl HE OTBETHII,
npocTo Bonuia. [IBeps Obl1a OTKphITa. A ThI criasl. Thl B IOCTEHEE BPEMsI BBITJISIEN TAKUM YCTAIIBIM,
YTO MHE He XOTesloch TeOs1 Oyauth. BoT u Bce. MHe OT TeOsi HyKHBI TOJBKO YepHHJIA, HEMHOXKO
CUHUX YepHWI. Pa3zBe Thl XpaHMIIIb UX HE B TOM smke? A, BOT ¥ oH! Sl TOIBKO BO3bMY UyTh-UyThb
Y OCTaBJIio TeOsI B TIOKOE.

— Her! He orkpsiBaii! [Jaii mue!

DNUC TaK M 3aCThUIa, HE OTIIEPEB 3alleNKy. B rpoOOBOM MOTYaHUM OHA MPOTSIHYJIA SIIUK eMY.
Cenpuk mocrapajicsi He BBIPbIBATh €r0 U3 €€ PyK, HO He CyMel CKpbITh oOjeryenus. OH MocTaBui
SIIUK Ha KPOBaTh PSIIOM C COOOM TaK, YTOOBI 3aCJIOHATH €0 CBOUM TEJIOM. DJIUC HEe MPOPOHUIIA HU
cnoBa, noka Ceqpuk BO3WJICS C 3alIeIKON U Ha OIIyIb, IPOCYHYB PYKY TOJ KPHIIIKY, NepeOupat
CKJISIHKM C YepHWIaMH. Ya4a Oblla Ha ero CTOPOHE — eMy C IEPBOTrO pa3a MONaMCh CHHKE.

— 41 cmasn, korma THI BOIIUIA, — HEUCKPEHHE M3BUHWICS OH, MPOTSHYB el my3blpek. — U s
HECKOJIbKO He B ceoe.
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— B camom Jierne, — X0JIOHO 0TO3BajIach OHA. — Bosblie MHEe HUYero ot Te0s He HyxHo. Cra-
cr0o. — nuc B3s1a my3sipek. — «[Ipokpanack», HY Halo ke! — MpoOOpPMOTaia OHA HATOCIIENIOK C
Mopora, HO Tak, YTOObI OH PacCIIbIIIAIL.

— U3BunHM! — kpukHya Cegpuk eyl Beiie], HO OHA yXKe XJIOMHYJIa ABEPbIO.

Kak Tonbko Dinuc yiuia, OH CKaTUICA C TIOCTENH, YTOOBI 3arlepeTh JBeph Ha 3a/IBUKKY, a 3aTeM
yIaJ Ha KOJIEHU Nepej] MOTAHBIM SILUKOM.

— 9710 OBUIA BCETO JIUIIL DIUC, — HAITTOMHUJI OH cede.

Jla, HO KTO 3HaeT, YTo HaroBopuJia eil MeaHas JpakoHua? OH HEJOBKO BbIAEPHYJI SIIMK, TaK
YTO OH €J]Ba HE 3aCTPsiI, a 3aTeM 3aCTaBUJI ce0sl YCIIOKOMTHCSI M OCTOPOKHO BBIHYI (DIIAKOH C IPaKO-
Hbel KpoBblo. Bee B mopsiake. JJoOprva mo-mpexHeMy y Hero.

A OH IO-TIpeKHEMY B €€ BJIACTH.

Cenpuk moTepsu1 cUeT JHSM, MPOIIEIIIIM C TeX Top, KaK OH MONMpoOoBal Ha BKYC JPAKOHBIO
KpoBb. Ero co3Hanue pa3aBonsiock, Kak ABOUTCA BCE Mepe] I1a3aMu ocie yaapa 1o rojgose. OH ere
OCTaBaJICS IOUTH MPEKHUM, MOJABJIEHHBIM U YTPIOMBIM, HO Bee ke CenprkoM. Ho Bapyr npuxonunu
Yy’KH€e OIYILIEHUS U CIIyTaHHbIe BOCTIOMUHAHUS, U €€ HEBHATHBIE BIIEYATIIEHUS] CMEIIMBAJIUCh C €T0
MBbICTISIMU. VIHOTIa OH TIBITAICS] OOBSICHATH €M, YTO MPOUCXOIUT BOKPYT.

To1 6pedeutv no 8ode, a He nemuuub, — TBEPAWI OH. — [lopoti 6oda noumu ompuviéaem meos om
OHa, HO 3mo He nonem. Teou Kpviabs CAUUKOM CAabbl, Umoobl 1emame.

Wuorna oH ee mondaapuBat:

Ocmanvrole noumu ckpolaucs uz eudy. Tebe Hyscrno uomu ovicmpee. Tol modiceuss. /lepicuce
negee, 20e 600a meavue. Buouww? Homu cmano nezue, eepro? Bom ymnuua. He ocmarnaesnuesaiics. A
3Har0, umo molt 20100Ha. Caedu 3a polooti. Moodicem, mol cymeeutb NOUMams poldy U NOOKPENUMbCsl.

[Nopoii oH gaxe CMyTHO TOpAWJICS TeM, 4To J00p K Hell. Ho 1o Gosbliiield yacTy ¢ ropedbio 0co-
3HaBaJI, YTO €ro KU3Hb HABEKH MOCBSIIIEHA 3a00TaM O JIOBOJILHO TyTNoM peOeHke. LIeHol Hemabix
yeruil CeIpuKy MHOTTIA yIaBaJIoCh OTTOPOAUTHCS OT Hee. Ho ecnu gpakoHuIty Tep3asia 00iib, JOHU-
MaJI TOJIOJI MJIM OXBATHIBAJI CTPaxX, HEBHATHBIE MBICTA BPBHIBAJIMCH B €ro pasyM. [laxke eciiu oH uzderan
€e BsUIBIX Pa3MbILUIEHHIA, OH HE MOT OT/AEJaThCs OT HEM3MEHHBIX YCTAJIOCTU U rosiofa. Ee Tockimsoe
«3a YTO?» HEOTCTYITHO IpeciieoBajio ero. M oTToro, 4to oH 3aAaBaj TOT ke camMblil BOIIPOC ITpUMe-
HUTEJILHO K COOCTBEHHOH y4acTH, Jierdye He CTaHOBHJIOCh. Xyke BCero ObUIO, KOTJla OHA IbITAJach
MOHATH €ro MbICIH. [IpakoHUIa HE CO3HABAJIA, YTO MHOI/A OH MTPOCTO CIUT U BUAUT CHbl. OHa BpbI-
BaJIach B HUX, Mpeyiaras youts ['ecta wim nbitasich yrenmth Ceprka. Bee 3To Ka3anoch CIMIIKOM
crpaHHbIM. OH ObUT M3MYyUeH BABOWMHE M3-3a MPEPHIBUCTOrO CHA M Pa3eIeHHbIX C Hell OECKOHEYHBIX
TPYAHOCTEW IyTH.

KuszHp Ha G6opTy Oapkaca caenanach 4dyxkaa emy. OH cTapalicsi He MOKWAATh JIMIITHUK pa3
kaory. Ho u Tam He Haxonwi yenquHeHusl. [lake korzia ApakoHHIIA HE BTOPrajach B €ro MbICIIH, KTO-
HUOYJb BCE PAaBHO OKAa3bIBAJICA PSAIAOM. DIHC, TEP3asCh COBECTHIO, HUKAK HE MOIJIa OCTaBUTh €T0 B
nokoe. ExeHeBHO yTpoM, THEM U Be4epoM IEPEjl CHOM OHA 3axoJuiia ero nmposenars. Ee kparkue
BU3UTHI BEIOWBAIM ero u3 Koser. CeprK He XOTes BBICIYIINBATh €€ KU3HEPAJOCTHYI0 OOJITOBHIO O
MUHYBIIEM JTHE U HE CMeJl HUYEeM MOJEUThCS caM, HO He MOT IIPUAyMarh, KaKk BEXJIMBO 3aTKHYTb
DNUC U BBICTaBUTD 3a JBEPb.

Hemuorum syuiie 6601 Masipuminka. Cepuk He MOT TIOHSTb, YTO B HEM Tak MpHBJieKaeT [19BBu.
[Touemy OH HEe MOXkET MPOCTO MOCTABUTD MOAHOC € €101 U yiiTu? Her ke, MaJsel kaJHo rnoeaai ero
71a3aMH, MeUTal XOTh YeM-HUOYb YCIYKUTh, Jake Mpejijiarai NoCTUpaTh eMy HOCKU M pyOaliky —
Cenpuka ax oTopoIb B3si1a. [{Bax bl OH HArpyOMIJI MAJIbUUILIKE, HE IOTOMY, YTO €My 3TO HPaBUJIOCh,
MIPOCTO 3TO ObLT €AMHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCOO TOro mporHarh. M kaxaelil pa3 [I9BBU Tak paccTpauBajcs,
yto CepuK 4yBCTBOBAJ ceOsl MOCeJHEe CKOTHHOM.

OH 4yTh MOBEPHYT (QJIAKOH C IPaKOHbEW KPOBBIO, HAOMIONAS, KaK OHA MIEPETUBAETCS U MepIIaeT
B CymMpayHO# KatoTe. [lake Korga OH MPOCTO HEMOABUKHO JIEpXkasl CKJISHKY B pyKe, KpacHasi Kul-
KOCTbh BHYTPU KPYXWJIach B MeJJIeHHOM TaHIiie. OHa CBETHJIaCh COOCTBEHHBIM PYOMHOBBIM CBETOM,
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OarpoBble HUTU BHYTPH ITy3bIpbKa N3BUBAIUCH U CIUIETATIMCH MEXAy coO0M. VIcKyIieHue uim ofiep-
xumocTh? Cenpuk 3amaBal cede 3TOT BOMPOC, HO OTBETUTH He Mor. KpoBb mputsaruBaia ero. OH
CKUMAJT B PyKe HACTOSIIIee COKPOBUIIIE, M €My OCTaBaJIOCh BCEro-To 1o0pathest 1o Kancuawl. U Bee xe
oOJajlaHre UM Ka3aJioch eMy ceituac 6osiee BakHBIM. Heyskes OH XOueT IIIOTHYTh elnie KpoBu? Bpsin
. EMy He XOTesioch CHOBa TIepeskuBaTh Te ke oryieHrs. OH oracajcs, 9To eCid BAPYT MOIacTCs
CMYTHOMY MPUHYKIEHHIO, TO OKQXETCs ellle TeCHee CBSI3aHHBIM C JIpakoHMIIeH. Vv ¢ 1pakoHaMu.

IMox Bevep, OTBaXXUBIIKCH BHIATH HA MaTyOy, YTOOBI ITIOTHYTh CBEXKEr0 BO3AyXa, OH YCIIBIIIA,
Kak MepKop OKJIMKaeT IPYTuX APAKOHOB.

— Cecrukan, Pankynoc! — mo3Baji oH ux 1Mo uMeHd. — JIoBOJIbHO ccopuThesl. beperute cuitbl
1J1st O0pBOBI ¢ peKol. 3aBTpa HAC KJIET ellle JIeHb MyTH.

Cenpuk cTosi1 Ha many0e, ¥ pevb JpakoHa Mepliaia y Hero B rojoBe. OH pa3oOpai cioBa
TaK OTUYETIMBO, KaK TOJILKO BO3MOXHO. FOHOIIIA MOMBITANICS] BCIOMHUTD, CIIBIIIAJ JIM OH PAKOHUI
PEB WM BOpYaHUE, BBIPAXKAIOIIee MBICIH, HO He CMOT. JIpakoHbI pa3roBapyBajIy, yPe30HUBAIU APYT
apyra, coBceM Kak monu. Ha Ceapuka HaXJIbIHYJIO TOJIOBOKPYXKEHHEe, CMEIIAaHHOE C YyBCTBOM BUHBI.
Vapy4yeHHBIH, efBa Jepkach Ha HOrax, OH JOKOBBUTSLI IO CBOEH TECHOM KalOThI U 3aXJIOMHYJI IBEPb.

— ¢ Gonpliie Tak He MOT'Y, — IIPOTOBOPHIT OH BCITyX.

W nouru cpasy ke ero HaCTUIIIO OeCIOKOWCTBO MEAHOW ApakoHMIIB. OHA OIIyTHIA €ro CMsi-
TeHue. M BCTpeBOXKUIIACh 32 HETO.

Hem, co muoii éce Hopmanwro. Yxoou. Ocmasb mems 8 nokoe!

OH BBITOJIKHYJT €€ W3 CO3HAHUS, ¥ OHA OTCTPAHWIACh, OTOPYEHHAS €r0 PE3KOCTHIO.

— 41 6onbine Tak He Mory, — nmopTopr1 CeIpUK, C TOCKON BCIIOMHUHAS TE BpeMeHa, KOr/a 3Hal
HaBEepHSKA, YTO er0 MBIC/IA TPUHAJIIeKAT TOJIBKO €My OTHOMY.

OH cHoBa B300MTaT (hJIAaKOH C KPOBBIO. EC/i BHIIUTH €ro 10 THa, 3TO ero yober?

A ecnu yOUTB IpakoHa, OCBOOOTUTCS JIM €r0 pa3yM OT UyXk/IbIX BTOPKEHUI?

Pasnancs 3By4HBIi CTYK B IBEPb.

— Munyty! — kpuknyn Ceapuk, U3-3a CTpaxa U THEBa HECKOJIBKO rpoMYe, YeM HaMepeBasICs..

Hapne:xxHo cripsaTaTh CKJISTHKY OH He YCIIeBaJl, TaK YTO 3aBEPHYJI ee B MPOMOTEBIIYI0 pyOaIlKy
Y CYHYJI O], OJIesLIO.

— K10 Tam? — 3ano3ajio cpocu oH.

— Kapcon. MHe Obl IepeKMHYThCSI ¢ TOOOM Mapoid CJIOB, €CJTU Thl HE TIPOTHB.

Kapcon. Eme onun yenoBek, He xenaonuil octapisath Cellpuka B mokoe. JIHeM OXOTHUKHU
OTIPABJISUIUCH Ha Oeper oTpadaTeiBaTh CBOIO Miaty. Ho eciiu 1oHOIIa BAPYT BCTaBaI MOPAHBIIE WA
3arsApBal Ha KamOy3 Bedepom, KapcoH HeM3MeHHO OOBSABISIICA pAAOM. [IBax bl OH IPUXOAMI B
kaloty Kk Cenpuky, Korja taMm Obul [I9BBHM, M HAIOMHUHAJ, YTO HE CleayeT JOHMMaTh OonbHOro. U
KaKIbIN pa3 MaJIbYMIIIKA YXOAWI, YCTh U HEXOTs1. 3aTo 3aaepxuBayics Kapcon. OH nbiTascs BOBIEYb
Cenpuika B pa3roBop, paccIpaiiiBall, KaKOBO XHUTh B TAKOM OOJIBIIIOM rOpofie, Kak YIauHbIi, U CITy-
4aJioch JIU eMy ObiBaTh B Apyrux. CeiprK Ha BCe BOMPOCH! OTBEYA OJHOCIOXKHO, HO KapcoH kak
Oyarto 1 He 3amevast Tpydoctu. OXOTHUK MPOAOIIKAT 0OpamaThcsi K HEMY ¢ MATKOW 0OXOIUTEThHO-
CTBIO, KOTOpAsi COBEPIIIEHHO He BSI3aJ1ach ¢ TPyOOid OekI0N U POJIOM 3aHSATHIMA.

B nmponuielii pas, myranyB yueHuka, KapcoH 3aHs1 ero Mecto Ha CyHIyKe W TIPUHSICS pac-
cka3eiBaTh Cenipuky o cede. OH YeloBeK OfMHOKMIA. Hu keHbl, HA JieTeld, KHUBET caM 1o cede U B
cBoe ynoBosbcTBUe. OH B3s11 B 00ydeHue [I9BBH, CBOETO TUIEMSIHHUKA, TIOCKOJIBKY MTPETIOIOKUI, UTO
MaJIbYMK TOXE CKJIOHEeH K TofoOHOMY 00pasy ku3HH, eciiu Celpuk yaaBauBaeT ero Hamek. Ceipuk
He ynoBwI. OH MOKOHYMJI C €/J0M, a 3aTeM HarloKa3 3eBHYIL.

— JIomKHO OBITh, THI eltie ¢1ad mocie 0one3Hu. A A-TO HalesAsICs, 4To TeOe CTayo MoyyIle, —
3ametun Kapcon. — YUto xk, oTapixaid.

3areM co CHOPOBKOM UeJloBeKa, MPUBBIKINETo 3a00TUThCs 0 ceOe, Kapcon crpysumi rmocymy Ha
noggHoc. CKJIapIBast KBaJAPaTHBIN JIOCKYT MaTepUU U3 TEX, YTO Ha OapKace CXOAWIN 3a caideTKu, OH
rsHys Ha CeipuKa M Kak-TO CTPAHHO YCMEXHYJICS.
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— Cutu CMUPHO, — BeJIesI OXOTHHUK M KPaeM TPSIIHLIBI IPOMOKHYJT UTO-TO B YTOJIKE ero pra. — Th
SIBHO HE TIPUBBIK HOCUTDb Oopozty. 3a Hell Hallo yxaxuBaTh. MHe KaxeTcs, TeOe JIyullie CHOBa HayaTh
Ooputbcst. — OXOTHUK TIOMOTYAJ M, MHOTO3HAYMTEBHBIM B3IJISIIOM OKMHYB HENPUOPAHHYIO KAlOTY,
noGasui: — I mbithes. Y ctipath ofexay. S MOMHIO, ThI COBEPILIEHHO He paj] TOMY, YTO MOMajl Clofa.
41 Te6s1 He ynpekaio. Ho 310 He 03HauaeT, 4To Thl JOIDKEH MepecTaTh ObITh COOOM.

N oxotnuk ymen, octaBuB CeaprKka pa3oM BO3MYIIEHHBIM U YHWKeHHBIM. CelpuK OThIC-
KaJl 3epKajiblie ¥ MPUIBUHYIICS K CBeve, u3ydasi cBoe Juio. TouHo. B yromkax pra oOHapyKHUIHCh
OCTaTKM Cyma, MPWIHIIINME K oTpociiei metiuHe. OH yke HECKOJbKO THeW He OpWIICS U TOJIKOM
He mbuics. CepuK paccMOTpes OTpakeHHe, OTMETUB, UTO BBIIIIAUT OocyHyBIMMCs. [lon rnazamu
3aJIerid YepHble Kpyrd, Ha IIeKax rnpoouiack meruHa. Heuecanbie Bonockl Brceny nakieid. Ho ot
OJIHO¥M MBICJIH O TOM, YTOOBI TIOMTH Ha KamOy3, HarpeTh BOIbI, TOOPUTHCS M BHIMBITHCSI, €70 OXBaTHJIA
ycrasoctb. Kak ynusuiicst 6b1 ['ect, 3actaB ero B Takom Buje!

OpnHako ¥ 3Ta MBICJIb TIOUYEMY-TO He Bbi3Basia y CeipyKa keJlaHusl TPUBECTH ceOsl B TIOPSIZIOK.
OH cen Ha KpoBaTh U ycTaBWiICs B TeMHOTY. Kakas pasnuiia, yro momymain Owl ['ect, yBuaeB ero
TaKMM, TIOTHBIM U HEOPUTHIM, B KalOTe, 3aBaJIEHHOM TPpsi3HBIM OenbeM. Bce uaer K ToMmy, 4To OHM
BOOOIIIe HUKOTa Oosbile He yBUAATCS. VI mpranHO ToMy cam ['ecT ¢ ero iyparkoi MecTblo, OTIpa-
BUBILIUY €r0 HAHYUTHCA ¢ Dnuc. Becnomunaer i ['ect o Hem? ['agaer jiu, uTo 3a7epxasio Ux Bo3Bpa-
menue? Ensa .

Cenpuk yxe MHOTO B UeM COMHeBaJIcsl Hacuet [ecta.

OH 3a0paJics B KOWKY, Ha TIOAICTUJIKY, OOJIbIIIE MOAXO/SINYI0 COOaKe, YeM YeIOBEKY, U MPOCall
OCTaTOK JIHSI.

HoBplii cTyK B IBEpb BBIAEPHYII €r0 pa3yM 0OpaTHO B HACTOSIIIIEE.

— Cenpuk? Tsl Tam xuB? OTBevail, W 51 BBIHECY JBEPB!

— Co MHO¥ Bce XOPOIIO.

Cenpuk czenay oMH-€IMHCTBEHHBIN 11ar, HEOOXOIUMBINA, YTOOBI Tiepecedb KaloTy, U OTIep
3aJIBUKKY Ha JBEpH:

— Moxerib BOUTH, €C/I Tak yX Hafo.

OxoTHUK OO0 He 3aMeTw1, uTo B rosioce Celprka HelocTaeT paayIys, MO0 He oOpaTuiI Ha
9T0 BHUMaHMs1. KapcoH OTKpbUT ABEPb M OKUHYJT B3IJISAOM MOITYTEMHYIO KAMOPKY.

— Cphaercs MHe, Ha CBEKEM BO3/IyXe M Ha CBETy TeOe CTaHeT Kyja JIydllle, YeM B TYIIHON
KaloTe, — 3aMETUJI OXOTHHK.

— Hu Bo3nyX, HU CBET MeHsI He BblIevar, — npoodopmoTan Ceapuk.

OH MoKOCHJICSI Ha BBICOKOTO OOpPO/IATOrO OXOTHHUKA, a 3aTeM OTBeJ B3IIsAA. KapcoH, ka3anoch,
3aIOTHUJT COOOM BCIO KPOIIEUHYIO KAOTy. Y Hero ObLT MIMPOKHIA JIOO U OOJIbITIE TeMHbIE TJ1a3a, Mpsi-
YyIuecs B TeHU TsDKeNbIX Oposeil. KopoTko nmoacTprskeHHast 60poyia Oblj1a TOro jKe phIKero OTTeHKa,
YTO U )KeCTKHE BOJIOCH. OOBETPEHHBIE IEKH, YeTKO OuepUYeHHbIe KpacHble I'yObl. [JoimKHO ObITh, OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJI OLIEHMBAOIUI B35 CeipuKa, MOCKOBbKY CMYILIEHHO MPHUTIIAIIT BOJIOCHI.

— TeGe uto-TO HYXHO? — mounTepecoBaics Ceqpuk.

CnoBa mpo3Byvasu pesue, 4eM oH xotels. pyxkemoOue B rmazax KapcoHna BIpyr caenanioch
HECKOJIbKO HACTOPOKEHHBIM.

— Ha camom niene na, HyKHO.

OH 3aKpbUT 32 COOOI IBEph, CHOBA TIOTPY3UB KAIOTY B MOTYMPAK, MOUCKAJ B3TJISIOM, KyJa Obl
€My CecTb, TIOCJIe Yero 0e3 MpHIJIAeHH s B3rPOMO3MIICS Ha CYH/IYK.

— Cnymiaid, s1 BBICKaXych IpsIMO, TIOCJIE Yero OTCTaHy oT TeOst. MHe KaxkeTcsi, Thl OMMelllb, —
HY, TaK WIK UHaYe, s Te0e 0ObsACHIO. [I9BBU — elle MajbuMiika. S He Xody, 4ToObl OH MOCTpaaa,
¥ He XO4Yy, YTOOBI €ro UCIOIb30BaIi. MBI C €ro OTIIOM ObUIM Kak Opathsi, U s TIOHSUI, KyJa TSHET
J13BBH, 32[10/ITO 10 TOTO, KaK 3TO 3aMeTHJIa ero MaTh. Ecii oHa XOTh cefiuac 3T0 OCO3HasIa, B YeM
sl TMYHO COMHEBAIOCh.
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OXOTHUK KOPOTKO 3acMesiicsl U mocMoTped Ha Ceapuka, CJIOBHO oxkuast otkianka. Ho Cenpuk
nipomortyait, 1 KapcoH cHoBa mepeBeJ B3IJIsIT Ha CBOM KpyHHbIe JiafioHn. OH MoTep pyKH, Kak Oy/aTo
y HEro HbUIM KOCTSIIIKY TaJIbIIEB.

— Hy, Tl HOHMMaeIIb, K YeMy 5 KJIOHIO? — CIIPOCHJT OH.

— Yo TbI [I9BBU Kak OTel|? — pUCKHYJI IPeAonokuTh CeapHk.

Ha 310 Kapcon cHOBa KOPOTKO XOXOTHY.I.

— Hacronbko, HaCKOJIBKO ST BOOOIIIE MOTY CTaTh KOMY-JIMOO OTIIOM! — 3asIBMJI OH M CHOBA yCTa-
Busics Ha Cenpuka, Kak OyaToO B OKUIAHUM.

ToT B OTBET MOJTUa BCTPETHUIT €0 B3TJISI.

— flcHO, — IPOrOBOPHIT OXOTHHMK, Ky/la THIIe U cepbe3Hee. — S nmoHs. Obemato Tede, 1abiie
1eno He 3aizeT. 9 0OBbsACHIO, UTO XOTeJT CKa3aTh, a IOTOM yiiy. [I9BBU ellle 0ueHb 10H. Thl, BEpOSITHO,
OKAa3aJICSI CAMbIM KPaCHUBBIM MYKUUHOM, KAKOTO OH BCTpeYasl, U MAJIbUUK BIIOOWIICS. S TibITancst 00b-
SICHUTb €MY, UTO OH €Ille CJIUITKOM MaJl ¥ 9TO ThI TOPA3/I0 BHIIIIE €ro IMo MOIokeHuo B odiiecTBe. Ho
IIeHsIYbs TIOOOBB 3aCTUJIAET eMy Iia3a. Sl czenaio Bce BOBMOXKHOE, YTOOBI yIepKaTh ero MojiajbIie
oT Tebs1, 1 Oy/y IpU3HATENIeH, €CJIM Thl He CTaHelllh eMy MOTBOPCTBOBaTh. Koryia mapeHs rmoiMer, 4to
eMy HUYero He CBETHT, OH JIOBOJILHO OBICTPO MpHeT B ceOs. MoxerT, ciierka Tebst BOSHEHABUWUT —
caM 3Haellb, Kak 3To ObiBaeT. Ho eciii Thl BRICMeEeIh er0 WM YHU3UIIb Tepe]] OCTATbHBIMHU, 5 U3
TeOs1 YTy BBITPAXHY.

Cenpuk, 3aKkaMeHeB JIMIIOM, ycTaBuiics Ha KapcoHa. MbIcin TMXOPagoIHO METATUCh, 3aTTONTH SIS
YMOJTYAQHUST CMBICIIOM.

KapcoH criokoiiHO BbIIepKall ero B3I,

— A ecii g omOca B Te0e, eCl Thl U3 TeX, KTO CIIOCOOEH BOCIIOJIB30BATHCA HAWBHOCTHIO
MaJIbuMKa, MaJio Tebe He TokaxkeTcsl. Thl MeHs TIOHsLT?

— IlpexpacHo noHsu1, — otBeTHa Cepuk.

Hakonen-to Meiciie KapcoHa mpoouiachk B €ro pa3yM, 1 Terephb ero pa3aupaio MexIy U3yM-
nenueM u cmyieHveM. Illeku ero miameHenu; oH ObUT paj] TOMY, YTO B KaloTe Tak TeMHO. OXOTHUK
MO-TIPeKHEMY TTPOHM3BIBAIT €10 B3MIAI0M. CeIpuK MOTYIHICS.

— To, uTo THI CKa3aJI HACUYET YHWKEeHUS. .. S1 HUKorga Obl Tak He rmocTyml. M mpocuit sl TOro
Ke oT TeOst. UTo ke Kacaetcs. .. Hy, ero BIIOOJICHHOCTH. . . — CIJIOTHYB, BBITOBOPUJI OH. — {1 ee nake He
3ameTwi1. Ho eci Obl 11 3aMeTwI1, TO He BOCTIONb30Baics Obl. OH ke Tak MoJiofl. Eiie coBceM peGeHOK.

Kapcon kuBny:1. [ledanbHas yasiOka TPOHYJIA YTOJNKH €ro pTa.

— 4 pan, uro He ommbcs B TeOe. Thl He TOXOXK Ha YeIOBEKa, TOTOBOTO BOCIIONB30BATLCS pedsi-
YEeCKOU TJTyTOCThIO, HO HUKOTTIA HeJlb3sl yTBEpIk/1aTh HaBepHsKa. Tem Oosiee eci pedb UET O TAaKOM
MaJIbYHUIIKe, Kak [I9BBU, KOTOPHIA OyATO HApOYHO TMOACTaBsieTcs mox yaap. [lapy MecsneB Hazaj, B
Tpexore, OH HEBEpHO OIIEHIJI OTHOTO MOJIOJIOTO YeJIOBeKa U JIAMHYJ KOoe-4To JiniiHee. W Bcero b
3a TpeIoKeHHEe TOT MapeHb JBAXKIb BMa3ajl eMy IO JIUIY, MAJTbUMK JIakKe 3alUTUThCS HE YCIIe.
MHe He ocTaioch BHIOOpa, MPUIILIIOCh BMEIIAThCs, 2 HpaB y MeHsI ropsiunid. Borock, Hac eltie He CKOpo
CHOBA ITyCTST B Ty TaBepHY. I elle U 13-3a 3TOro B MOXOJ MYCTUJICA. XOTeJI0Ch Ha HECKOJIBKO MecsI-
IIEB YBE3TH MapHs MOAAJIbIIe OT Topoja ¢ ero codnazHamu. YToO OH MOAYYUIICS OCTOPOKHOCTH U
CHep)KaHHOCTH. $1 TyMaJt, TYT OH HU BO UTO HE CyMeeT BJIMIHYTh, HO OH TPOIaj ¢ KOHIIAMH, CTOUJIO
emy 1eOs yBuzeTb. M kTo Moxer ero BuHuTh? H-a. ..

OXOTHUK BAPYT PE3KO MOAHSIICS:

— MHe, noxanyii, mopa. Manapuuk Oosibiiie He OyJieT mpuHOCUTD Tebe ety. MHe ¢ caMoro Havasa
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 9TO CKBEPHAsI Uesl, HO BCE HE yIaBaJIOCh HAUTH TIOBOJ] €My 3alpeTHTh. Teneps 51 CKaxy
JIoBBU, 4TO eMy HYKHO BCTaBaTh U YXOIUTh BMECTE CO MHOM, €CJIM MBI XOTUM HAaKOPMUTh JIPAKOHOB.
Byny 3a0uparts ero ¢ 6apkaca nopassiie. 3a e1oi Tede mpuaeTcs: XoauTb camomy. W myctb Dmuc
TeOe nmpuHOCUT. — OH OTBEpHYJICA U B3sJICS 32 PYUKY IBepu. — Thl Bellb paboTaels Ha ee Myxa?
Tak oHa cka3aia 3a y)KMHOM B TiepBbIii Beuep. Ckazana, 9To OOBIYHO THI BCIOY €3/IUIIh C HUIM U OHa
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TIOHSATHS HE MMEeT, II0YeMy OH OTIHpaBuJI TeOs C Hell M Kak OH TaM 6e3 Te0s1 ooxoauTest. Ee Bcepbes
TEep3aeT COBECTb, Thl 3aMeTHJ1? M3-3a TOTO, UTO ThI 31€Ch ¥ TaK HECUACTEH.

— 3Haio.

— Ho s mopmo3peBaio, 4To 0 MHOTOM OHA BCE K€ HE JOTa/IbIBACTCSl — CKaXeM, 00 OIHOHM W3
MPUYMH TBOMX CTpagaHuil. § mpas?

CenpuKy CIOBHO YTO-TO CIABUJIO TOPJIO, MEIasi JbIIIATh.

— He mymaio, uto 310 MMeeT Kk Tebe Kakoe-TO OTHOIIIEHHE.

Kapcon ornsinysnicst uepes miedo:

— Mosxer ObiTh. Ho 51 1aBHBIM-1aBHO 3HaKOM C Jledprpunom. U erie HU pa3y He BUAET, YTOObI
OH HACTOJIbKO TMOTEPsUT TOJIOBY M3-3a JKEHINMHBL [la 1 Dmc, Kak MHE KaxXercsi, He Ha HIyTKy UM
yBiedeHa. [To MHe, Tak eciv ee My Halles B )KU3HU TOJMKY PaloCTH, TO M OHA 3aCITYKUBAET TOTO Ke.
N moxet ObITh, JlepTprn Toke. VI oHM 00a MO/ ObI 0OPECTH 3Ty paJoCTh, eC/Iv Obl DJIHC CUUTAIA
ceOs1 BIIpaBe ee UCKAaTh.

OXOTHUK B3sUJICS 32 HIEKOJITY, COOMPAasiCh OTKPHITh ABepb. CeqpuK COBNAIAM C TOJIOCOM:

— Teneps TbI pacckaxeis en?

Kapcon orBetnn He cpady. OH MOCTOsUT y IPUOTKPHITON IBEPH, IS B 1Ieb. Beuep nocre-
MIEHHO TIepeTeKasl B HOYb. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OXOTHHK TPSIXHYJ KOCMAaTOM TOJIOBOM.

— Her, — otBetn oH, B310XxHYB. — He moe 310 neno. Ho mo-moemy, TeGe cTrout pacckasarb
caMmomy.

OH BBICKOJIB3HYT 32 ABEPb IJIABHO, CIIOBHO KPYITHBIN KOT, U TJIOTHO 3aKPbLJT ee 3a COOOM, OcTa-
BuB CeqpuKa HaeMHE C ero MBICIISIMH.

B 3TOT IeHb OHM TTUTH IOJTBITIE OOBIYHOTO TIOJ, MYTHBIM, I'PS3HBIM JIOXKEM, OT KOTOPOTO KOXa
meTynmiIach u 3yaena. K Beuepy Oepera peku caenanvch HENPUBETIMBBIMU, UX CIUIONIb 3aTSHYJIH
KOJTIoUMe ToyByure pacteHus. HaBepxy 9TH JMaHbl, TIOAHATHIE K COJHILY PACKUIVCTHIMH BETBAMU
JepeBbeB, ObUTN YCHITIAHBI AJIBIMU ATOJaMu. Henpek paraonmiicst 101 OTMBIBAJI 10 OecKa JIUCThS
Y TUTOABI ¥ B3OMBAN PSIObIO MIOBEPXHOCTH BOIBI. XAPPUKUH BBITAIIMII CBOIO JIOAKY Ha Oeper, YToObI
coOparh HEMHOTO SITOJl, HO TOJIbKO MCIIapanajics u rnepernavkaics. TuMapa gaxe He mbitanack. OHa
3HaJIa 10 OMBITY, YTO AOOPAThCs A0 HUX MOXHO JIMIIb CBEPXY, CIYCTHBIINCH 110 CTBOJTY AepeBa. Ho
Y TOTJa 3TO OCTABAJIOCh OMACHBIM J€JIOM, YPEBAaThIM MHOKECTBOM LiapanuH. JleBynika MpUKUHYJIa,
YTO OHHU C Parickanem CIMIIKOM CHMJIBHO OTCTaHYT OT TOBapHINEH, MoKa oHa OyJeT UCKaTh JOPOry K
BEPXYIIIKaM JIEPEBbEB.

—Moxer, BeuepoM, Korja OyleT npuBal, — MpeIokuia OHa, yBUIEB, C KAKOW TOCKOM ee Harap-
HUK TPOBOAET B3IJISIOM CBHCAIONINE TPO3/bSL.

Ho korna crano cMepkatbcst, a 6epera rno-npexHeMy OCTTUCh HETTPUCTYITHBIMU, TuMapa cMu-
puiachk C TeM, 4TO UM MPEJICTONT HOYeBKa Ha nasryoe «CMOJISTHOTO», C CyXapsIMU M COJICHOW PhIOON
Ha YXUH. JIpakoHBI ¢ UX YEITyHYaThIMU IIKYpaMH, eCJIA MPUIETCS, MOTYT MOA0OPaThCs IOOIMKE K
ApEeBECHBIM CTBOJIAM U TaM TlepeHoYeBaTh 0e3 ynoOCTBa, 3aT0 B OTHOCHTENIBHOW CYXOCTH. Y XpaHU-
TeJIel TaKol BO3MOKHOCTH HeT. [locnesiHee ee CTONKHOBEHHE ¢ peKOM SIBHO 3TO Jlokazao. [a, yenys
Ha HEeW pa3pociach, HO BCe PaBHO HE WJET B CPaBHEHME C JipakoHber OpoHei. OT 3y0oB Mepkopa
OCTaJIUCh OTMETHUHBI, XOTh OH ¥ OUEeHb CTapajcs Iepkarh ee 6epexkHo. TUMapy U3psaHO CMYyTHIIO TO,
yro CuiibBe yBHIea, HACKOJIBKO OHA TeTieph Yelnyituaras, Korja rmoMorasia nepeBs3bBaTh 3TU 1apa-
MIUHBI 1 000/IPaHHYIO JIEBYIO pyKy. [1ouTH Bce paHbl OKa3aJIich HEMTYOOKMMH, TOJBKO OfIHA O0po3aa
Ha CMMHE [0 CUX TOp HbUIa U ObUla ropsiueid Ha oulynb. Pana Oonena, 1 Tumape oyeHb XOTENIOCH
BBITAIIUTH JIOAKY Ha Oeper U nocnars. Ho ApakoHbI SIBHO HAJEsIMCh OTBICKATh OoJiee MOAXOAsInee
MECTO JIJIsI TPUBaJia, MOCKOJIBKY YIOPHO Openu Briepe[, ¥ XpaHUTeNsIM He OCTaBaJIOCh HHOTO BHIOOpA,
KpOMeE KaK CJIe0BaTh 32 HUMH.

JIpakoHBI yKe Ka3alauch TEMHBIMU KOHTypamy Ha (hoHE Mepualnei Boawl, Koraa Tumapa c
Parickanem k Houn ux HarHaau. OHU pacCHIMAIUCH O JITTMHHON U IIUPOKOM WITUCTOM KOCe, KOTopas,
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n3rubasich, yxonuna B peky. OTmerns Obljla CpaBHUTEILHO HOBOM, U IEPEBbEB HA HEH MOKa He POCIIo.
Bronb ee xpedTa mpoOUBaIKCh TOJIBKO PeKUE KyCThl M Ty4KH TpaBbl. Ho IpoB 1151 KOCTpa XBaTaio
C M30BITKOM — K Oepery MpuOMIO OrpoMHOE OpEeBHO, 32 KOTOPOE 3alleTUIICs LIeJIblii BOPOX MEJIKOTO
r1aBHuKa. Conper.

JleByIIKa CHJIBHO TOJIKHYJIACh, M HOC WX JIOJKH BBUIETEN Ha TONKH Oeper. Parickanb 6pocu
BECJIO, MPHITHYJ 32 OOPT, CXBATUJI (PaJTMHB W BHITAIIMII CYASHBIIIKO elle Jaibliie Ha oTMeNb. Tumapa
CO CTOHOM OTJIO)KHMJIa COOCTBEHHOE BECJIO U C TPYJOM pa3orHysach. OT MOCTOSHHOM Ipedin OHa cTaja
CUJIbHEe W BBIHOCJIMBEE, OHAKO K KOHITy KaXJOro JIHsI BCe PAaBHO CHJIBHO YCTaBaja, U MBIIIIIEI €e
HBIJIN.

A Parckaio HepUBBIYHO JJTMHHBIA TIEpeXojl, TIOX0XKe, ObLT HUTIOYEM.

— INopa pa3zBoguTth KOcTep, — 60APO 00BSIBII OH. — M1 00ChIXaTh. XOPOIIIO Obl OXOTHUKH TTPH-
Hecu Msica. Priba MHe octodeprena.

— Ja, Msico mpuIuIock Obl KCTaTH, — coriacuiack Tumapa. — U koctep Toxe.

OcraJibHble XpaHUTENN TOXKE BHITACKMBAJIM JIOJKU U YCTAJIO BHIOMPAIUCH Ha Oeper.

— Bynem HagesTbcsi, — oTo3Basics Panckanb 1, He 0OepHYBIIUCH, UCYE3 B TEMHOTE.

Tumapa B3IOXHYIIa, IS eMy Benell. Ero Hem3MeHHas JKU3HepaJoCTHOCTb U OOIPOCTh JyXa
YTOMJIAJIA €€ MOYTU TaK K€ CUJIbHO, KaK W NOAACPKUBAJIN. C IIOCEI,ILOI;'I B3OXHYB, OHa IMPUHAIACH
PacKJIaapIBaTh 10 MECTaM CHapsikeHHe, packuaaHHoe Parickanem o aHy yiopku. [lepenakoBas cBou
BeIIIY TaK, YTOOBI O/IESIJIO M IOCY/Ia OKA3AJIMCh CBEPXY, OHA OTIIPAaBMIIACh BCJie ] 3a ToBapuineM. Koctep
CJIOKHJTH C TIONBETPEHHOU CTOPOHBI OpEBHA, TAK YTO OHO M TOPEJIO CaMo, U 3aIIIUINAJIO OTOHb, U OTpa-
Kayo kap. SA3BIUKM TUIaMeHM yKe Hayajal paciBeTarb. Parckanb M3psaHO HAJIOBUMIICS Pa3BOAUTH
KOCTpBI M HUKOT/Ia HE yCTaBaJl OT 3TOW padoThl. Krcer co Bcem He0OXOOMMBIM HEM3MEHHO BHCEI y
HEero Ha 1ee. beckoHeuHast MeJKasi MOpOCh LIHIIeNa, COMPUKACASICh C OTHEM.

— Vcrana? — noHeccst U3 TEMHOTHI CJieBa HErpOMKUiA royioc Tarca.

— Eme kak, — oto3Basiack OHa. — DTO MyTeIIeCcTBHE BOOOIIe Koraa-HuOyab 3akoHunTcs? 1 yxe
3a0bUIa, KaK 3TO — HOUEBaTh B OJIHOM MecTe OOJIbIIie Mapbl HOUEH MOIPSII.

— 3710 elie He camoe Xyiee. A BOT Kak TOJIBKO MbI Io0epeMcsl Tya, Ky/ia CTPeMSITCS IPaKOHBI,
HaM TPUJIETCS IOBOPAYMBATh M BO3BPAIATLCS 0OpaTHO, BHU3 TI0 PEKe.

Tumapa Ha MMT 3aCThUIA.

— Tb1 OGpocuiib CBOIO ApakoHMITY? — THXOHBKO TOIIENTaa OHa.

JleBymika Tak 10 cux Mop M He nomupuiack ¢ CHHTapoil M BCIIOMMHAJA O HEW C TOPEYbIo.
Tumapa 3a00THIIACH O APAKOHHUIIE, KaK ¥ TIPEKe, YUCTIIIA IIKYpY U 100bIBaJIa AJIs Hee ey, HO pas-
roBapuBajv OHU Majio. U TeM pasurtesbHee BOCHPUHUMAIMCH 9TH TIepeMeHsl, Koraa Tumapa Bunena,
C KaKOM HEKHOCTBIO OTHOCSITCS IPYT K JIPYTY HEKOTOPHBIE IPaKOHBI U XpaHuTen. Tarc ¢ denre Oblm
o4eHb OM3KU. Bo BcskoM citydae, Tak Kazainoch Tumape.

Tatc HaKpbUT JIAIOHSIMU €€ TJIEYH U JIETOHBKO CHKaJl:

— He 3nato. Iymaio, 3T0 MHOTO OT 4ero 3aBuUcHT. VIHOT/Ia MHE KaxXeTcsi, UTO s el Hy)KeH, UTO
OHa JaKe MPUBA3aHa KO MHE. A MHOIZA. .. HY...

Xotb TMapa 1 BEIBEpHYJIACh U3 €ro PyK, €€ TeJI0 OTMETHJIO, HACKOIBKO MPUATHBIM OKa3aJI0Ch
3TO TerIoe MPUKOCHOBEHHUE ISl HOIOIIMX MBI, TaTc OTCTynWII Ha 1iar, YJIOBUB €€ HeJJOBOJILCTBO.
A co3HaHue IeBYIIKH KapKUM PUIMBOM 3aTonuiiv oOpassl I'pedpra u [ xepn, NpriibHYBIIMX JAPYT K
apyry. Ha MraoBenue oHa 3aymainach, He CTOUT JIM IOBEPHYThCS K TaTcy, U 1ake OTBaXUIach BOOO-
pa3uTh, KaK TIAAUT PyKaMH ero Terurylo oOHaxkeHHYyIo criuHy. Ho TyT e B3/IporHyia, mpeacTaBuB,
KaK €ro JIaJOHH CKOJIB3AT MO €€ YelyiuaToi Koxe. Bee paBHO UTo J1acKaTth TEIUTYIO SIEpHILy, BRICMe-
sila OHa ce0sl M KPernKo Ckajia TyObl, YTOOBI HE 3aKpU4aTh OT TAKOW HEeCHpaBeIMBOCTH. MOXeT,
I'pedpr ¢ [Ixepa 1 He OTKA3BIBAIOT ceOe B 3aIPETHOM, HO, TOJKHO OBITh, 3TO CTAJI0 BO3MOKHBIM JIUIIH
MOTOMY, YTO OTBEPKEHHBIMH ObUTH OHM 00a. X He cMy1ianmu uykue otMeTuHb JJoxaeBbix yamo6. C
TatcoMm 3TOT HOMEp He npoieT. OH U3 TaTyUPOBAHHBIX U POAUJICS HE 37eCh. Y HEro Koka InajiKas,
KaK y JAMOUYKH U3 Y/IaUHOTO, OH HE M3ypOAOBaH HU HApOCTaMH, HU veuryel. B omimune ot Tumapsl.
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— Jlonruii BeLAAJICS I€Hb, — HAPYIINUJI MOJTYaHue Tarc.

Ero ocropoxHblii TOH Kak Obl MPOIIYMNbIBAJ, HE PacCepauiiach JU OHA HAa €ro BOJBHOCTb.
Tumapa nporioTuiia CBoM rHeB Ha CyAbOy.

— Jla, monruii, — pOBHBIM TOJIOCOM TOATBEPAMIIA OHA. — A y MEHS JI0 CHX TOp HOIOT PaHH,
ocTaByieHHble MepKopoM. X0opoIo Obl TOrPeThCsl Y OTHS M ChECTh YTO-HUOY/Ib TETlIoe.

W cnoBHO B OTBET Ha ee CJI0Ba, IJIaMsl BAPYT OXBATHJIO BOPOX ITaBHUKA. OTCBETHI 03apHIIH
ee apy3el, coOpaBimxcsi BOKpYr Koctpa. ToHenbkass CuibBe CTOsIIa PSIIOM C Y3KOIUIEUMM XappH-
KHOM. OHU CMEsUTUCh, TTOCKOJIBKY JIONTOBSI3bIN BapkeH ckakall Kak Oe3yMHBbIH, MBITAasICh CTPSIXHYTh
JOK/Ib UCKP ¢ OYHHOM IIEBEJIOPbl ¥ MOHOIIEHHOW pyOaxu.

INo o6bikHOBeHMIO Hepa3ny4Hble bokcrep n Keils Massunim B TeMHOTE ABYMsI IIPU3EMUCTBIMU
cuityatamu. Jlektep mpoOpajcs MUMO HUX, U OTOJIECK KOCTpa SICHO BBIXBATHUJI U3 MpaKa IIUIIbI, TIPO-
OuBaroIyecs BJ0Jb ero xpedTa. EMy ctomno Obl mpope3ars AIPKU B pyOaxe, 4ToObl Ta He CTECHSIIA
rpeGeHb. DTo 3pesuiie MoYeMy-To Mpuaaio TuMape yBepeHHOCTH.

«Bot mMou apy3bsi», — mogymana AeByIIKa C YIbIOKOM.

Onu HOocHIM Ha ceOe Te ke OTMETHHBI, YTO M OHA. 3aTeM OHa 3aMeTHJIa CPEeM HUX CUMISAIIYIO
6okom [Ixepn. Ta pacrionoxuiack Ha KycKe TUIaBHUKA, a ['pedT cTosin y Hee 3a CIIMHOM, MOTYYHiA
u 3a0ommBbIiA. Ha rmazax y Tumaps! [Ixepa oTKUHYJIACh Ha3al, MPUCIOHUBIINCH 3aTHIIKOM K Oenpy
I'pedpra, 1 uto-TO emy ckazana. FOHoOIIA, CKJIOHUBIIIMCH HUKE, OTBETWI, U Ha KaKOW-TO MHUI OHU
CJTWJIMCh BOSTUHO, B OOIIVIA CHITYST, OTTOPOAMBIIUICS OT TTPOYETO MUPA.

Tumapy konpHyJa peBHOCTh. VI He moToMy, uTo et HpaBuJiics ['pedT, el MpocTo XOTeI0Ch TOro
e, YTO OHM B3sTH camu. [[xep/ rpOMKO 3acMesiiach, v rieuu [ 'pedpra 3amposkani, BTOps ee Becesblo.
OcrasibHble OO HE 0OPATUIM BHUMAaHMUS, JIMOO MpU3HAIM UX Onr30cTh. Heyxenu yminbs oHa ogHa
elle HeroayeT ¥ CMYILAeTcsl MPU BUJE UX JIEMOHCTPATUBHBIX BBIXOHIOK ?

He 3agymbiBasick OHa HampaBHJIach K KOCTpY Benen 3a Tatcom.

— UYro th1 rymaenis o Ixepn u ['pedpre? — cipocuia Tumapa u cama nopasuiachk TOMy, 4TO
MIPOU3HECTIA ITO BCIYX.

Omna ToTUaC Xe Moxkasesna 0 CKa3aHHOM, Korja TaTc orissHysICs B SIBHOM W3yMJICHHH.

— O IIxepn u I'pedpre? — nmepecripocu OH.

— Onu criaT BMecTe. 3aHUMAIOTCS JIIOOOBBIO. — 32 OTKPOBEHHOCTHIO €€ CJIOB 3BEHesT 'HeB. —
Omna yenunsiercs ¢ I'peptoM npu Kax ol BOZMOKHOCTH.

— Tloka yto, — HeOpexkHO oTMaxHyJcsa Tarc, kKak OyATO OTBevyask Ha COBEPIIEHHO JPYrou
Bonpoc. — Ilxxepa noiaet ¢ kem yroaHo. I'pedT 10BobHO CKOpo 310 noimet. Mimu, MoxkeT, 3HaeT u
TaK, HO €ro 3TO He BOJIHYyeT. BroyiHe JomycKai, OH MpoCcTo Oeper, 4To AaloT, a TEM BpeMeHeM IpH-
KHJBIBAET, KaK Obl 3aOy4YUTh KOE-4TO TOJYYIIe.

[MocnenHiono gpasy OH COMPOBOANI MHOTO3HAYMTEILHBIM B3IJISIIOM, KOTOPBIA CMYTHJI M BCTpe-
Boxkwi Tumapy. Ee Mbicim ckakaiu, CJIOBHO OJIOXH, C OJJHOTO €ro cJioBa Ha Jipyroe. Ha 4ro oH Hame-
Kaet? JleByIKka morsITanach pa3BesTh HEOKUAAHHOE HAIPsIKEHIE.

— IIxepn moizeT ¢ keM yrogHo? Jlaxe ¢ ToOoi? — 3acMesiiach OHa, MOIIPa3HUBasi CTAPOrO
Apyra, HO YJIbIOKa 3aCThUIa Y Hee Ha rydax, KOorja TOT CCYTY/IMIICS U OTBEJ B3IJISI.

— Co mHO#? BrioyHe BO3MOXHO, — IMPOU3HEC OH TPyOOBaTO. — A UTO 371eCh TAKOTO HEMBICITH-
Moro?

Tumape BIpYr BCIIOMHMJIACH HOYb, Koraa TaTc ymiesnm oT KOCTpa, BO3MYILECHHBIH CIOBaMU
I'pedpra, u Bckope nocne Toro Jlxeps Toxe MOAHSIIACh C MECTa M Ucyesna. A Ha CJeAyolUi J1eHb
9TU JIBOE TpeOiii B OJHOM JIOJKE U elle HeCKOJIbKO AHeH mocie Toro... HeoxkunaHnHoe oco3HaHue
ormymiio Tumapy. Tatc pacctunan cBoe oziesiyio psaom ¢ xepa, cuen ¢ Hell 00K 0 OOK 3a Y)KUHOM.
Kak oHa cpa3y He norajganack, 4to 3T0 03Ha4yaeT? PeBHOCTh BCIIBIXHYJIA B HEU, HO Mpexk/ie, YeM 3TO
TUIaMsl YCIeso ONaInThb ei cepiiie, ero CKopal v pazapoou jes. Kakas sxe ona gypa! Koneuno, Tak
BCE U OBLIO; I0JKHO OBITh, C IIEPBOM e HOUM MOCJIe TOro, Kak oHM nokuHymu Tpexor. Ixepn, ['pedr,
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Tatc — Bce oHu oTOpocwm npasuia. Y Tonbko ritynas, ynpsmas Tumapa nputBopsiiack, OyATo Obl
OHU BCe ellle AeUCTBYIOT.

— U co mHoi#1! — 0ObsiBuI Parickasnb, BEIHBIPHYB U3 TEMHOTBI, YTOOBI IOTIONIHUTD UX PasroBOP
HETIPOIIIEHbIM 3aMEYaHVEM.

— Yt0 — ¢ T060i1? — HEBOJIBHO Tiepectpocut Tartc.

Panckasnb mocMoTpes Ha HEero Tak, CJIOBHO TOT CMOPO3HII TIIYNOCTh:

— Jxepn co MmHOM Toxe xoqwia. Emne no teds. Tombko el He MOHPaBUIIOCh, KaK s 3TO JAejalo.
Oma cka3asia, TyT HET HUYero 3a0aBHOT0, a KOT/1a 51 3aCMeslICS U3-3a TOTo, KaK I'PSA3HO BCE BHIIILIO, OHA
3asgBWJIA: 3TO, MOJI, TOKA3bIBAET, UTO S €Ile MAJBUMINKA, a He MykunHa. «C ToOoM — OOJIbITIe HUKO-
raal» — moo0eriana oHa MHE TIOCJie TOTO pa3a. A sl OTBETHJI, YTO MHe TuieBath. [IpaBay, Mexay mpo-
yM. K yemMy UMeTh 1eJ10 ¢ 4eJIOBEeKOM, KOTOPHBIH Bce TaK cepbe3HO BOCHpUHUMAeT? MHe Kakercs,
¢ KeM-HuOynb Bpojzie Teds1, Tumapa, BbIIUIO Obl Kyza Becenee. Thl TOHUMaen b nryTku. To ecTh cama
Mnocyau. . . Mmu JJaaM. Tor HUKOrJa HE O6I/I)Ka€HH)C5I IMPOCTO MU3-3a TOro, 4YTO y apHA €CTb 4YyBCTBO
IOMOpa.

— 3aTtkHuck, Panckans! — psaBkHyia Tumapa, onpoBepruyB €ro cjioBa.

Ona pBaHynach B TEeMHOTY, OCTAaBUB 00OMX MapHey I71a3eThb el Beien. 3a ee criuHoit Tatc oopy-
raj Parickans, a TOT BO3pa3uj, 4To HU B 4eM He BUHOBAT. Parickans? laxe Parickans? Topsune
cJie3bl OpbI3HYIM U3 17143, OCTaBJIsIsl COJICHBIE IOPOKKH HA CJIETKa Yelryiuarsix mekax. Jlnio ropesno.
Pymsnen? OHa 10 cux mop KpacHeeT OT CMYIIEHUsI — WK yXke OT rHeBa?

Ona 6b1a mpocro ciena. Crena, TIyna U JI0BEpUYMBa, CJIOBHO peOeHOK. Kak ke 310 yHu3m-
teabHO! OHa ermie BooOpakaia, 4To pa3 YK OHa BTaiiHe MedraeT o TaTce, TO U OH OTBevaeT el TeM
xe. Trmapa 3Hasia, 4To camMoi MpUpPOO oOpeyeHa Ha KU3Hb, JTUIIEHHYIO YeJIOBEYECKUX CTPACTEH.
Heyxenu oHa Hagesiiach, OyATO OH cTaHeT ceOsi OrpaHMUYMBATh TOJBKO M3-3a TOTO, YTO HUKOI/A He
cMoxeT 3anonyuuts ee? Tynwuia.

A Panickans? Tumapy BOpyr B3sila Takas 3710CTh, YTO OHA €/1Ba He 3aj10xHyJack. Kak Ixepn
MorJ1a 0OOMTHUCH TaK ¢ MPOCTOAYIITHBIM, HENpUTs3aTeabHbIM Parnickanem? KakuM-To 06pasom 1o, Ha
YTO OHA €ro NMoAdwIa, 3amMapaso mapeHbka B maszax Tumapsl. Ero HeykpoTumast ;KU3Hepa0CTHOCTh
1 Oe3rpaHryHOe ApyKemoOue BAPYT MPeACTald B HOBOM cBeTe. TuMapa BCIIOMHMIIA, KaKk OH Cral
PSAIOM C HeHl BCe TU HOUH, TTOPOH Ipesich 00 ee criuHy. OHa-TO curTasa 3To MPOCTO PeOsSsIeCcKOU MpH-
BSI3aHHOCTBIO. Y Hee BHIPBAJICS BO3IVIAC HETONOBaHUs. UTO eMy CHUJIOCH B Takve HouM? YTo qymanu
ocTajibHbIe 00 ux Omm3octu? Heyxenu BooOpaxkanu, Oynto oHu ¢ Parickanem nmo Hodam CIiieTauch
Tesnamu, kKak Ixepn ¢ I'peprom?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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