


Kpucruna Opain

2KeHa ¢ XBoCTOM

«ABTOp»
2023



IOpam K. IO.
Kena c xBocrom / K. 1O. IOpamrt — «Astop», 2023

Pemmenne Ob110 HenpaBWIbHBIM. Ho oTcTymaTh ObL10 yke mo3aHo! S coBpana
KOPOJII0, YTO Kpacagell, ¢ KOTOPBIM £ TOJIBKO YTO TAHIIEBAJIA, CAEJIAI MHE
npenjioxeHue Bo Bpems Tadma! 51 Oplna B otyassauu! 4 yxkacHo He xoTena
BBIXO/IUTH 3aMY’K 32 OOraToro crapuka, KOTOporo rmojiCOBBIBAIM MHE TeTS U A !
KakoB e ObUT MOH ykac, KOrja s y3Hajia, 4To 3TOT KpacaBell ¥ €CTh TOT CaMbIi
Benukuii UnkBusuTop. M 94TO OH CO MHOM Cc/iesiaeT, KOrjia OH y3HAET, UTO Y MEHsI
1o, IOOKOM MpsYEeTCs... MOM XBOCTHK !B TekcTe ecTh: OT HEeHaBHCTH JI0 JTIOOBH,
peOeHOK, 3aKOJIIOBaHHOE TTIOMECThE, XY/IbApa, (pauipH, TIOOOBHBIN TPEYTOIbHIK,
KOpPOJb (p3VPU, UHKBUBUTOP.
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K. 10. IOpam. «7KeHa c XxBocTOM»

Kpucrnna IOpam
7KeHa ¢ xBocTOM

I'naBa 1

«[IpokssaTeie ¢aiipu!
Huxkoro xuThst OT HUX HeT!
XBOCTaThl€ — CaMble rajikue!
Nx HazbIBaloT Xysbapamu!
Ecnu BcTperuis — Oerw,
Ecnu novimaenib — sxru!».
Tpakrtar MHKBU3MLIAN

Perienue ObUTO HEMPABITLHBIM.

Ho orcrynats Ob110 yke MO3/IHO.

Bynyuu BHe cedst OT yAMBJIEHHS KOPOJIb MOCMOTPEST HAa MEHS M PN NePECTIPOCUTD:

— IOnas nenu, BBl yTBEpXkgaeTe, UTO BaM BO BpeMsl TaHIA CAeJasl MpeaioKeHHe BOT ITOT. ..
KXM... KXM... TOCIIOIUH?

Cenpie 6poBU KOPOJIS MOJIE3NH Ha JI00.

Bce B30pBI ycTaBUIIHMCh Ha BHICOKOTO TEMHOBOJIOCOTO KPAcaBIla, CTOSIIETO B OKPYKEHHUHU TTpe-
KPAacHO OfIETHIX JJaM, KOTOPBIE TasUTU CIIOBHO CBEUYKH OT OJHOTO €r0 MPUCYTCTBUS PSIIOM.

«Moii B354 — 3TO0 MWIOCTh. E€ HyKHO 3aCTyXuTb!», — HIENTAIM €r0 KpacuBble IM1a3a. «A
€CJIM 51 BaM YJIBIOHYJICSI, TO BaM OyZIeT YTO paccKa3aTh BHYKam!».

OH Harpaxgajl KOKETOK B3IJISAOM XOJIOAHBIX CEphIX IJIa3, MOOMIPsUT YIUBIEHHO BCKUHYTOM
OpOBBIO, BBI3bIBASI YAYIIAIOIINE PUCTYIIBI PEBHOCTU y TEX, KOMY 3TOro He J0cTanoch. CTOMIo eMy
OCTAHOBUTL CBOU B3IVIAA Ha KOM-TO M3 KpacCaBUI], KaK OCTAJIbHBIC 6bI.HI/I T'OTOBbI BHEIIUTHCHA el B
BOJIOCHI M YOWTH TJie-HUOYIb 32 KOJIOHHOW M3 PO30BOIO Mpamopa.

Hesnakomerr ka3aJicsi TAaKUM 3araIouHbIM, YapyIoIIuM, YTO 51 €/1Ba MOIJIa OTBECTH OT HEro IJias.
COBHO TaMHCTBEHHBIN MOPOK OKYTBIBAJI €r0 (bUTypy, KOTOpasi ObliIa Ha MOJITOJIOBBI BHIIIIE MYKUUH,
CTOABLIMX HEIIOOAJIEKY.

Korgaa st cMoTpena Ha ero JMHUIO TUIeY, MOAYEPKHYTYIO (PUOJIETOBBIM KaM30JIOM C POCKOIITHOM
BBIIIHUBKOU U ABYMA pAdaMU 30JI0TBIX ITYTOBULL, Y MCHA HEBOJIbHO 3aXBAThIBAJIO OYX. A Ipyu MBICJIN,
YTO MOM HAJIBIBI YKPAJIKOW MPUKACAIOTCS K €r0 TEMHBIM BOJIOCAM, HEOPEKHO CNAIAI0IIUM Ha TUICUH,
MHE TlepecTaBajo XBaTaTh BO3AyXa.

[ovyemy-T0 MHE MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO Jake €CIM K HOraM 3TOro YeslioBeKa cefuac ymajaer camas
KpacuBasi KEHIIHA KOPOJIEBCTBA U Oy/IEeT CTPACTHO, LETUISISICh 3a €r0 JIeTaHTHBIC YEePHBIC ITaHbI,
YMOJISITh €0 O B3AUMHOCTH, OH BEKJIMBO 3aMETHUT, YTO TOJI XOJIOHBIN ¥ PABHOAYIITHO MOPEKOMEH/1yeT
JOJITO Ha HEM He 3aCHKMBAThCSI.

W ceituac 3TOT MyX4MHA CTOST KO MHE B TIOJIOOOPOTA, Iake He TMOJ03peBasi, YTo €ro KuU3Hb
3aBUCHUT OT OIHOTO Moero ciioBa. Kpacaserr cienan caepkaHHbIi ITI0TOK U3 Ookana. Korma ero ryosl
TOIEJIOBATM OOKaJ, My3bIPhKH B €ro MAMIAHCKOM MPEBPATUIIMCh B MOM MYPAIIIKH.

Bce xpaim ot MeHs OTBeTa.

Bcee! Hazan poporu Het! ITycTh s ThICAUY pa3 00 3TOM IMOXaJelo, HO 3TO Bce ke JydIlle, YeM
BBIXO/IUTH 32 CTAPOro U JIpsxJioro jopaa bamieopHa, KOTOPbI TpETCs psAIOM C TeTel u Jsijei!

— Ja, 370 OH! — HErpOMKO, HO TBEPAO OTBETHJIA SI, TSI/ IPSIMO B I71a3a KOPOJISl, CIIPSITAHHbIE
cpeny TIyOOKHMX MOPIIVH O KYCTUCTHIMUA OPOBSIMH.

Sl 4yTh IpeaaTeabCKu He B3APOTHYJIA, IBHO HE 0’KU/1asl TAKOW BOJIHBI YAUBJIEHUS U U3YMJICHUS,
KOTOpasi MPOKATUJIACh TIO 3aIy.



K. 10. IOpam. «7KeHa c XxBocTOM»

— Bl TouHO yBepenbi? Bul He oOMaHbIBaeTe Hac, KpacaBuiia? — HETPOMKO CIPOCHI KOPOJb €
KaKMM-TO COMHEHHUEM.

Barisiap! rocteld Ha MTHOBEHbE OCTAaHOBUJIUCH HA MOEM IECTPOM, OETHOM, CTAPOMOTHOM I1j1a-
Th€ HE 10 pa3Mepy, B KOTOPOM 1 OblJTa MOX0Ka Ha YIUTAHHYIO KYPHUILY — IECTPYIIKY. A MOTOM Tepe-
METHYJTHCh Ha OECCTBIKE IOPOTO, CBEPKAIOIINHT OPHJTMAHTOBOM BBIIIIMBKOM CIOPTYK Kpacasiia. "IT1o
HE MOXeT OBbITh!", — YUTAJI0Ch BO B3IISIAX.

Jsins cMOTpest Ha MeHsI KPYIJIBIMU IJ1a3aMu, a TeTsl 3a/ibIxajiach B CBOM MIaTok. Psmom mpu-
LIy pUBaJjICs MOU MOACIENOBATHIN KeHUX: «Ach? Acbh?».

— Ame-nust! He Hasto! — omHMME Ty0amu 1menTtasia TeTs, youpasi IiiaTtok ¢ JIMia ¥ HEPBHO MOTast
rosioBoil. — Her!

— Ha, Baie BeIn4YecTBO, — TBEPIO MPOU3HECHA S, TSI Ha KOPOJIsS YMOJISIIOIIMM B3IJISI/IOM.
Ecnu xenux ceituac Bo3pasuTt, To MHe KoHell! Moeli peryTaiiuu KoHelr!

B 3epkanax GabHOM 3aJ1bl OTpakaiach MecTpast Kypuila — HECYIIIKa B TUIAThe «DTO MOCTEAHUIMI
nuck! MyxuuHbl OyayT 0e3 yma!» ¢ rHe3moMm npudecku «O, BO ABOpIie Bce Tak xonat! Bee TaHIp!
Hamu! » ¥ TOJICTBIM CJIOBEM MakusikeM «Hu OvH MyK4rHA HE YCTOUT Tiepell ToOOM, noporas!». A
s1 130 BCEX CUJI TSHYNA 00Ky BHU3, YTOOBI HUKTO HE 3aMeTHJI I1aBHOro. «Thl IJ1aBHOE, HUKOMY He
MoKasbiBai ero, moHsuia? M taHityit ocTopoxHO!», — BCIOMHUJIA 51, KaK TETYIIKA OfiepruBajia Ha MHe
TIaThe.

— WHKpuC, 51 Tak IOHMMAIO, BBl C/IENIANIM STO JIEBYIIKE MPeJIoKeHre BO BpeMs TaHI[a? — CIIpo-
CHJT KOPOJTb.

Kpacagen mMeieHHO moBepHYJIcs: ¢ O0KasioM B pykax. Ero TeMHast GpoBb MPUIIOAHSLIACH, A 5
MOYYBCTBOBAJa, Kak OT BOJIHEHUS BHYTPU BCe NiepeBopaunBaetcs. «IHKpUC», — MBICIEHHO ITPOILIEN-
Taja s, IYyBCTBYsI, KaK €ro MMs OCTPOM JIbAMHKOHN TaeT Ha MOMX ry0ax.

B 3ane Bonapunachk 3aMHTpUroBaHHas TUIIMHA. He ObLIO CIBIIIHO Jaxe 1eecTa POCKOLTHBIX
TIaTheB, cMexa ¥ menota. CTuxia gaxe My3bIKa.

— BoT Takoii s BIOOYMBHIN, — MPAaUYHBIM TOJIOCOM ITPOU3HEC KpacaBell.

— 970 TaK OJIArOpOIHO C Balllel CTOPOHBI KEeHUThCs Ha OeHol cupoTke! [1ycTh keHux 1 HeBe-
cra ogouayT ko Mee! f mam cBoe OGnarocioBeHue! — pacToprajicsi CTapblii KOPOJb.

OH co cTapueckiM KpsSIXTEHHEM BCTaJl C TPOHA, & BCE BOKPYT 3aCThUIM B MOKJIOHe. Ha crHem
OapxaTe KOPOJIEBCKON OEXKbl, CJIOBHO 3BE3/Ibl, CBEPKAIM OpPUJUIMAHTHI, a y3JI0BaThle MAJIbIIBI Aep-
KaJIMCh HAa PyUYKy TPOHA.

S no 6onm ymumnHyma cedsi, BUIs, Kak B3nIsia MHKprca OCTaHOBWIICA HA MHE. B 3TOT MOMeHT
MHE MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO BMECTE CO B3IVISIZIOM OCTAaHOBHJIOCH M MO€ CepIie.

BHe3arnHo Kpacasel pa3MaxHYJICA U ...

... C CHJION Opocuit OOKaJl Ha TTOYTH 3€PKAJIbHBIN TOJT OATBHOM 3aJThI.

Caepkarolye OCKOJIKM pa3jieTenCh, 3aCTABUB BCEX TOCTEN aXHYTh M OTIIATHYThCS.

— BoT Takoii 51 HeyKT0XKUi, — Mpa4HbIM T'OJIOCOM ITPOM3HEC KpacaBell, HapaBJIsisiCh K KOPOJIO.
C KakJpIM ero Imarom, s OCO3HaBaJla, YTO HUKOI/A He BHJEIa HUKOTO, KTO ObUT Obl KPacHBEH ero.
Jlaxe ceiiyac, Korza B ero riasax ObUI Mpak, 3TOT MyKUMHA Ka3aJICsl TEMHBIM OOKECTBOM.

— INoroaure! — BOpYr 3aBONHOBANACH M BO3MYTHJIACh OTIOMHUBINIASICS TOJMA 32 CIIMHOW Kpa-
caBla. — Y Hero e ectb HeBecta! OH cobupavics xeHuthes Ha Jlaypenun (o Bpanrec! Vike Obu10
00BsIBJICHO O j1aTe cBapObl! OH uT0? PazopBan moMomnBky?

— 3970 npaBaa? — MEIJICHHO CIIPOCUJT KOPOJIb, HAXMY PUBILHCD.

— OH — MOl KeHUX! — MOCHBIIAJICS UCTEPUUHBIN KEHCKUI TojI0C, HO 32 HIMPOKOU CITUHOM,
s yBHJEJa JEBYIIKY, KOTOpasi CTOsila psiIoM cO MHOHM BO BpeMs TaHueB. Ee oter modarposes, a
Marymika ynaua B 0OMOpok. «Kakoi mo3op!», — enorom yxacasach TOJIA.

— BOT Takoii s1 BEeTpeHsIil, — MpauHbIM FOJIOCOM MPOU3HEC KpacaBell, CTAHOBSICh PSIOM CO MHO.
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— Hukorna He gyman, 4To OiHak/abl CKaxXy 9TO! — yCMEXHYJICSI KOPOJIb, TIOKA B 3aJ1e TBOPUJIOCH
dbopmenHoe 6e300pasue. «IT0 BO3MYTHUTENIBLHO | », — KpUUaJld POJICTBEHHUKHY HeBecThl. Cama HeBecTa
3aJIMBaJIach CJIE3aMHU.

— Yrto0 ¢ BaMu? — BHE3aITHO BCTPEBOKEHHO CIIPOCUII KOPOJIb, 3arVIsAbIBAs B JIUIIO KEHUXA.

— Jaiite MHe MOOBITH B 9KCTa3€ elle Mapy MrHOBEHHUH, Ballle BEJMUECTBO, — MPAYHBIM IOJIOCOM
IIPOM3HEC KpacaBell, [JIss Ha MEHs.

«Hy, mMoxer, oH ceifuac Ha MeHsI Tak CMOTpUT! A MOTOM OyleT CMOTPETh IMO-APYyromy?», —
MIPOMENIBbKHYJIA BO MHE UCKOPKA HAJEKIbI.

— Opkectp! T'oTtoBbTE MOCHAETHUI TaHell s MoJoabix! He kaxapiil neHb skeHutcs Benukuit
WHKBU3UTOP! — YCMEXHYIICSI KOPOJTb.

Kto? Moii B3r11/1 MEIEHHO U OTIACTIMBO CKOJIB3HYJI IO (priosieToBOMY OapxaTy pykaBa v OCTa-
HOBWJICS] HA KPACHBOM XHIITHOM TTpoduie.

O, ner! Het! Her! Her! I kpenko 3a:xmypuiiack, 4yBCTBYsl, UYTO MHE CTAaHOBUTCS AypHO. Tia-
TEJIbHO CIIPATaHHBIN I00KOW XBOCT TPYCJMBO MPHJIHII K Hore. IHKBU3UTOp !
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I'maBa 2

Korga MHe ¢ yxacoMm pacckasbiBaii 1po Benvkoro VHKBU3UTOpa, S NMpeAcTaBisiia CTpall-
HOT'O CTapHvKa C OTPOMHBIMU KJIEIIAMU B PyKax M B3IJISIOM CyMacllelero Manbska: «Mau cropal
Manenbkas ¢es! Cenyac g BBIPBY TBOU KPBUIBIILIKHA ! ».

W Huxkorna Ob He MOAyMasia O TOM, YTO OH TaKOW MOJIOION M TaKOM KPacUBBIM.

Mse ObUIO 1ake ABIIIATh CTPAIIHO B €r0 CTOPOHY, a He TO, YTOOBI CMOTpeTh. BOT 310 4 Bisna-
nacek! Kto 661 Mor nomymars! TlepBbiii 6a, a ... O, MaMouk#H!

— Bame BennuectBo! — nocieimascs rosnoc naau. OH xpomai K TpoHy. Ha Hem Obut cTapbiit
MOTEPTHI CIOPTYK, KOTOPBIII OH HOCWJI €llle B MOJIOZOCTU M HaIlIEHHBIN IJ1aTOYeK, KOTOPbIA OYEHb
MoOMJIa IOCTOSTHHO MONPaBATh TeTs. CaM OH ObUT HEBBICOKOTO pOCTa, ¢ OebIMH OakeHOapaamMu 1
ycaMmu.

— Bamte BenmuectBo! — noksionwics asomka. — Hama noporas mjieMsiHHUIA COBCEM I0HAs.
Eii kak Obl paHO ele JymaTh O 3aMyKecTBe... DTo Mosi BuHa! Sl He OOBSICHUT eif, YTO ¢ TaKMMHU
BOIPOCAMH HYKHO MOAXOJUThH CHayaja KO MHE. MBI C KEHOI He OKUAJIM, YTO OHA PEeLIMT OCOBe-
TOBAThCS C BaMu !

— Ox, mpeKpacHoe JUTS, — YMWIWICA KOPOJIb, NI Ha MEHS JIaCKOBO. — ThI Tak JOBEpsEIIb
CBOEMY KOpOJIIO, UTO OH y3HaJI 3Ty BaKHYI0 TaiiHy paHblie Bcex? Hy npenects, a He neBynika! Torga
ee TOYHO HeJIb3sl OT/IaBath 3a Koro nonaio! Hy mogoiau ko MHe, He Ooiics!

Sl cnenana poOKuMiA 1ar, Cbla, KaK COMUT As.

— Hy nockperanyaii ¢ koponem. Pa3 yx Mbl TyT ¢ TOOOH KEHHXOB BHIOMpaeM. A Thl caMa-To
3aMyK XO4Yellb? — CIIPOCKJI CTApUK, a S MOHMMAaJIa, YTO He 3Hal0, YTO OTBETHUTb.

— KoneuHo, xo4et, — nocisliiazics MpayHblid rojioc xkeHuxa. — S paau Hee, HeBecTy Opocuil,
Mexxay npounm. M BToporo ckaHiana, s He HOTepILIIO.
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I'nmaBa 3

— Pazymeercs, cormacHa! — nocobimasicst rpyooBaThIil rojioc, a s1 B3APOTrHyJa, BUIs, 4TO Kpa-
caBel] CMOTPUT Ha MEHs HEXOPOLIMM B3IISI0M. — Pa3 yx ee 11 ObIBLIMI MHKBU3UTOP, TO, JyMalo,
OHa 3HAeT, 4To 3T0 Takoe! HeMHoOrve U3 MHKBU3UILMU J0KMBAIOT O CTOJIb IOYTEHHOTO BO3pacTa!

—41... 4... — B HEpELMTEILHOCTU 3310XHYJIACh 5.

4 mocmoTpena Ha MPUABOPHBIX, Ha OJIEIHBIX A0 M TETIO, Ha CTAPOro KOPOJIsl, KOTOPHIi Jiep-
’aJl MOIO PyKy B CBoell pyke. Pyku y Hero ObUIH XOJIOIHbIE, XOTh OH U CHJEJ O] TeTUION HAKUAKOM.

— Hy xe, cmenee, — nogbagpusan kopons. — JKennx BoH! Xots kyma! OH panu TeOs1 qaxe
HeBecTy Opocui! A 310, foporast Mosi, TAKOW cKaHAas! 3Haellb, 51 Obl Ha MecTe KeHUXa HUKOTrJa Obl
He npoctuia otkasza! Tak uto cornamaiics! Cpa3y BuiHO, 4To BioOwics ¢ nepsoro B3nisgga! Kak B
TaKyIo MpeJiecTh He BIoouThes? Jla?

— Kaxk yBunen, Tak Obi1 cpakeH HaroBan. EiBa He 3a10XHYJ/ICs OT BocTopra. 3a0bi1 000 BceM
Ha cBete. Jlaxe, KaKk MeHs 30ByT, — MEJUIEHHO M MPayHO ITPOM3HEC JKEHUX.

—4l... 4... Olf, MAMOYKHM. . .. 51 C-C-COIVIaCHA, — CIJIOTHYJIA 51, KOCACh Ha OyIyILero Mya c ornac-
koit. «SI cbery ot mero! [la! Coery! Vitny B seca», — ¢ HagexJIoi nogymaina. — «M MeHs chensT
Bosiku! M kto Tam B siecy Bogutcs!». S Beap B siecy HUKorga He Obuta! MeHs Tyna He MmycKaiu
TeTs U As1s. MHe Bce HpaBUJIOCh, KPOME BOJIKOB.

— Hy u cnaBno! [loporue keHux u HeBecTa! — yIBIOHYJICS KOPOJb, IIsias HA Hac. U TyT xe
Becesio HaxmypuJics. — JKeHux, a mouemy BblI ellie He B35JIM HeBecTy 3a pyky? Hemopsiok!

— Bor Takoil 1 cTeCHUTENbHBII, — MpauyHO ITPOM3HEC KEHHUX, [IeJ1asi HyMHBII BIOX. — Kak Buxy
KpacHBYIO JEBYIIKY, TaK Cpa3y B 0OMOPOK Ma/iaio.
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I'naBa 4

—41... — npoutenTana s, MOHUMas, 4YTO OTCTYNaTh yxe Hekyaa. Het, Hy Hago xe... § naxe He
3HAIO, YTO U CKa3arh!

— Bame BenuyectBo! — mocnblmancs 3aJpIXalolMiACs rojoc TeTH, KOTopasi Hecslach K Ham
B CBOEM HEOOBATHOM CBETJIOM CTapOMOJHOM IlIaThe B MEJKHUI LBeToueK. — MoxHO s ckaxy? 1
OIHAX /bl YK€ BBILIUIA 3aMYK 32 MHKBHU3UTOpa! DTO OUeHb TkKENO 11 sxeHIMHb! Hukorna He 3Ha-
elllb, BepHeTCsl My Win HeT! M BOT TOJIbKO, KOT/Ia €ro paHmiio... A paHuio ero B 6utse rpu Paii-
HOJIEHEe, Korjia Opasii IITYpMOM CTOHMITy (haipu... Y Hero jgaxe opaeH ectb! Tak BOT, KOrga ero
CIIMCAJIH, TOJIBKO TOT/IA 51 CMOIVIA BBIJOXHYTb CIIOKOMHO!

Yro? 3naunt, Mot a1 — UHKBU3UTOP? Toxe nHKBU3UTOP? U 1 CTONBKO JIET KUjla C UHKBU-
sutopom?! [Touemy MHe HUKTO He roBopui 00 3toMm! [ToyeMy st y3HaI0 00 STOM TOJNBKO ceiyac!

— O, Tak BBl Y4aCTBOBaJIM B TOM ciaBHOM OutBe npu PaitHonene?! U mrypmoBanu 1Bopernt?!
HegepostHo! Bot on! Hacrosiuit repoii! — npeicTaBuil KOpoJib CMYILIEHHOTO JsI10. «A 51 TOBOpUJIA,
YTO HYXHO ObUIO HaJeTh opreH! ['oBopuiia, roBopusa, rOBOPUIA. .. », — TOJIKAJA €r0 JIOKTEM TeTsl.

— Ecnm Obl He Takue oau, Kak ... — Hadasl KOPOJib, 3aITHYBIIKCh.

— Iaxw1! — BCTaBUJIA TETA, IPUKABIINCH K MyKy. — CaMMOH Daxusun!

— Ecim 6v1 He Takue oy, kKak COMUOH DAXUILI, TO MPOKJIATHIE (h3lpu HAC Obl JABHO OKOJIIO-
BaJIM, 00Be/M Obl BOKPYT MaJiblia ¥ YHUUTOXRWIN. P3iipr o4eHb onacHsl. VIX yapbl CiocOOHBI CBECTH
C yMa Liesible apMuu! — IPOM3HEC KOPOJIb, a 5 C YKacoM MOgyMajia Ipo CBOM XBOCT.

— Tak kak, tuts Moe. Vm npaBrITBHO. . . TIOKA e11ie MUCC DIXHUILI, — 3arOBOPIIHLIKH YIIBIOHYJICS
MHE KOpOJIb, ITOXJIONAB MO Moei pyke. — Thl coriacHa BBIATH 3aMyx?

10
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I'naBa 5

B 3TOT MOMEHT MeH#, c10BHO, NOT ITpoiO. Ecitn oH ceituac BO3bMET MeHsI 3a pyKY, TO A1 ... 41...
Cepaue ucnyraHHo 3a0MJIOCh, KOTZIa pyKa B IIepyaTKe HEXOTs B3sJIa MOIO IPOKAIIYI0 BOPOOBUHYIO
pyuky. MukBuzuTop! Kak xe tak?!

7Kenux caenan mar Ko MHe, a s1 IOUyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK Yy MEHs U3 Va3 YyTh He OpbI3HYJIHU CIIE3BI.
OnycruB B3I, g YBUZAENA €70 JOPOIoy Caror, CTOAIINN Ha MOZI0JI€ MOETro OYEHb JUIMHHOTO TUIAThS.

XB0-0-0-oct! OH cTOMT HAa MOEM XBOcTe!

— YT0 Ciy4msiock, AUTS Moe? — CIIPOCUJT KOPOJIb, IVIAs1 HA MEHs JIACKOBBIM B3IJISJOM, KOIjia
s, 9yTh HE OKOCeJIa OT OOJIH.

—41... 4... — BBIJIOXHYJIA £, IOIVISA/IBIBAsA HA POCKOLIHBIN caror. — §l IpocTo ... OYeHb... OYEHb
CYACTJIMBA. ..

Ha nocnennux ciopax s ef1Ba He 3apbliaa.

X-X-XB0-0-0-0-0cT! begublit Moii xBocTHk! Ero Obl 1o — xopolemy nornpo6oBarh BbI3BOJIHTH,
HO BJIPYT... BIPYT €ro KTO-TO Cily4yailHO yBUIUT. [Ipuaercs tepneTs.

— {1 noHuMmalo, 4TO I0HBIE IEBBI BCET/1A IUIAYYT B TAKME MOMEHTBI, — YJIbIOHYJICS KOPOJIb, IVIA/AS HA
xkeHuxa. — 1 Bce-Taku 51 He oxkuaan! f Bceraa cuuTa Bac YeJJOBEKOM PAacCyIUTEIbHbIM, HE CKIIOHHBIM
K BHE3alHbIM cTpacTaM. .. A Tyt! Hy npsamo yauBuim crapuka!

— Bor Takoil s Henmpeacka3zyeMblil U Jep3KUi, — MPAyHO, CJIOBHO Ha MOXOPOHAX, MPOLEIHIT
VHKBU3UTOP, TIOKA 51 YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK BCIOTEJIA MOsI JIJIOIIKA B €ro nepuarke. — Mi3BuHuTE, 5 1po-
CTO BHE ce0s OT cuacThsl. He Melaiite MHe 3a/1pIxaThcsl OT BocTopra!

OH MpOM3HEC ITO TAKUM I'OJIOCOM, CJIOBHO 3aKOJIQUMBAET MBO3JM B KPBILIKY 4yKOro rpoda.

— Bnarocnosnsio! — TopxkecTBeHHO npousHec koponb. — Korna HazHavyeHa gata cBaapObl?
obOs3arensHO npueny! Hy e miay, Hy Bce! CumTaii ToI yxe xeHa! Ocranuch aumib (hopMaIbHOCTH !
Sl TMYHO BCe MPOKOHTPOIUPYIO.
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K. 10. IOpam. «7KeHa c XxBocTOM»

I'maBa 6

— Uepe3 Tpu OHS, — MPA4yHO MPOU3HEC MHKBU3UTOP, 4 MOTOM MOJHSI IJ1a3a Ha KOPOJsl U TeM
K€ 3aMOTFJTBHBIM T'OJIOCOM JI00aBWII. — BOT Takoii st HETepIieIUBBII.

OH nocMoTpes1 Ha MeHs, a 51 4yTh HE COrHYJIach MO, TSKECTBIO €ro B3MIAAA.

— Mnaue mMory He J10TeprieTh, — MpPayHO MPOU3HEC OH, PACCMATPUBAsi MOE KYTKOE ILIaThe U
TOJICTEHHBIH CJIOW Oe3/1apHOTr0 MaKusika, K KOTOPOMY JIMILTA pacTpernaHHble BOIOCH. — TyT mpocTo
coOa3H Ha coOJIa3He.

Mmue kaxertcsi, MHe ciiomanu xBoct! Hy errie 6b1! U Benp cka3ath HUUETo Hesb3s!

— Tanern! — norpeGoBa paJOCTHBINA KOPOJIb, MOKA TETs IJIaKala B IJIEYO JsIH, a TOT MOXJIO-
MIBIBAJT € PYKOM IO HA/IyTOMY pyKaBy. — TaHel jjis xeHuxa u HeBectbl! O60kai0 cBaabobl! Cpasy
BCIIOMUHAIO MOIO TIOKOIHYI0 KoposieBy! I Belb Toke OTKa3aicsi OT HEBECThbl, YTOOBI KEHUThCS Ha
Heit! XKanb, 4TO OHA Tak HEIOJIro MPOOBLIA C HAMM.

OH JIaCKOBO MOCMOTpEJT HA MOPTPET MOJIOIOW U KPACUBOM AEBYIIKU B KOPOHE, 3aCTHIBLIEH C
MUJION YJIBIOKOW U KHUTOM B PYyKe.

— Baie BenmmuectBo! Bam Henb3si BOJTHOBATHCS, — HISMTHYJT CITYTa, CKJIOHUBIIUCH K CTAPUKY. —
[ToMHuTE, YTO JOKTOP FTOBOPUIL

— Ha, na, 1a, — co B3I0XOM COIJIACUJICS KOPOJIb, KOTJIa €My MOAHECIIU IIaTOYeK.

— Tanen! — TyT e 3aKpUYaIU CIYTU, @ TOCTH PACCTYIMUIUCh, 0CBOOOIUB 1IeHTp 3aya. O, Her!
Tonbko He TaHen! A BOPYT BCe YBUAAT MOU XBOCT?

B TOT MOMEHT, Korjia caror OTITyCTHJI MOW XBOCT, sl TIOUYBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl CAaMO¥ CUACTIMBOM
Ha cBeTe. Y MeHs UyTh CJie3bl He MOTEKJIH I10 MIEKaM.

— I'napure! [naver ot cuacthst! — mienranuck npuasopHsie. — Eme 6b1! Het, HY Hamo xe!

OpkecTp, NpeadyBCTBYs IEPEMEHY KOPOJIEBCKOIO HACTPOEHM S, 3aurpaJl BajlbC, a 1 3aKychJIa
ryOy. Tak, miaBHOe, 4TOOBI 100Ka HE MPUTIOHSIACH, M HUKTO HE YBHE HUYETO JIUIIHETO !

12



K. 10. IOpam. «7KeHa c XxBocTOM»

I'nasa 7

— MosxeT, He Ha10? — clipocuIia 51, HO MEeHsl He clripaiyBaiy. TBepaoi pyKoil MeHsl OBEJU B
LIEHTP 3aJ1a, a 5 C y’KacoOM CMOTpeJia Ha TOCTeH.

MB&I TaHIIeBaIM, TIOKA 51 BHUMATEJIBHO CJIe/INIa 3a CBOeH I00KoM. XBOCTHK 0OMOTaJICS 00 HOTY,
a pyKa rojparvpajia B 4yK0u pyKe.

— 3a4eM BBl 3TO cesann? — MOCIBILIAICA FOJIOC MHE HA YXO, KOrJa MEHs B TaHIIEBAJIbHOU
durype npuxamm K cede CIIMHOM.

— 41 He XOTea BBIXOUTD 3aMYK 3a CTapHKa. ... A... A Bbl MHE [TIOHPABHJIUCh.., — CKOPOTOBOPKOM
IpoIIenTaa s, Jaxe He 3Has, yCJIbplaa MeHs wim HeT. — On!

MeHs pe3Ko JiepHy/H K cebe, a s OT HCITyTa JIMIIb HaTSHYJa OHMKE I00KY.

W3penka 51 Buaena yablOKy KOposist, OeJHBIX A0 M TETIO, CTOSIIMX HeNoJaJIeKy, 3aBUCT/IMBbIC
B3IVIAA/IBI 1aM, KOTOpbIE MPUKPIBAJIA BEEPOM JIMLIO, CKJIOHSACH APYT K JIPYTY.

— Bel cunbHO 3nuTech, na? — poOKo crnpocuia s, Mg Ha MpayHoe JIMLO, KOIjla MEAJIEHHO
KPYKWJIach 1OJ €ro pyKoil.

— O, Het, 4TO ThHL. 3a/BIXAaIOCh OT BOCTOPra M IPOCTO MOPXal0 OT CYACThbs, KaK MajeHbKas
6a004Ka B SIPKUI COJTHEUHBIN JI€Hb, — MOCIBIIIAJICS YOUICTBEHHO — MPAYHBIA TOJIOC, a MEHsI MOKa-
YaJIi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI CHOBA MOJIOKUTh PYKY Ha MOIO TaJIMI0.— A elie 5 OYTH He 3710-
NaMATHBINA. §I He MOMHIO TOT MO30p, KOTOPBIH CIIyYUJICS JBEHAATh MUHYT Ha3a/.

Tawnerr mokazasicsi 0eckOHEYHBIM. §1 BUeNa, KaK MOW CTAPEHBKUI JKEHUX CTOUT PsIIOM ¢ Opo-
IIIEHHOW HEBECTOM, JOrOBapUBAasCh C €e poAUTeIAMU. My3blKa 3aKOHUMIIACh, S BBIIOXHYJIA.

— Cnacu60, HaMm 1opa, — NPOU3HEC MOM MY, CXBAaTUB MEH 32 3aIlsICThe.

— A BBI HUUero He 3a0bun? A? — ynbiOasicst Koposb. — Kakast xe io00Bb O6e3 nonenyst? Bl ke
yxe 1o ¢akty Myx 1 xkeHa! Uro 3Haunt noyemy? Ilotomy uto 4 Tak perm!
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I'maBa 8

Yro?! Her! 4 nyume ympy Ha mecte! 4 He...

MeHs npuBeKsM K ceOe, 3aCTaBUB 3aCTHITh KaK BKOMaHHYI0. [lepenyraHHblil XBOCT JepHYJICS
noz riatekeM. «Hy 1 ckpoMHMIIa OHa y Bac!», — paccMestyicst KOpoJib, IS Ha IS0 ¥ TETIO, TOXOKUX
Ha OJieiHbIe CTaTYyH.

Her, Her, HeT... S Kpenko 3aXMypuiIach, €Ba yBUAEB CTPALIHBII B3MJIAA MyXka: «MHe TOYHO
HY’KHO 11eJTIoBaTh 3T0?». OH MeHs ceituac yobet! TouHo yober!

$ modyBCcTBOBaJIa MPUKOCHOBEHUE UYyKUX T'yO K cBouM rydam. Cepsue okaMeHeno, Korja s
OXHJIaNIa 4Yero-To yxkacHoro. Ho kak HM CTpaHHO, MOLIeTyil ObLT MSATKMM M JAXe ... JakKe... KaKiM-
TO HEeXKHBIM. Heykenu B 3TOM 4yJOBHILE ¢ BHEIIHOCTBIO MPUHLA €CTh XOTb Karllsl HEKHOCTH?

— A Ternepp NO3BOJIbTE OTKJIAHATHCSA, — MPAUYHO MPOM3HEC MOM CyNpyr, 000OpBaB NOLETyid Ha
IIOJIOBUHKE MOETo IbIxaHuA. OH CXBaTWJI MEHS 3a KMCTb PYKH, CKaB MaJIbLbl, CJIOBHO HAPYYHUK. —
MHe He TepIuTCcs OTBE3TU MOIO ... CYIPYry JOMOM.

Sl He ycrena OMOMHUTBCS, KaK MEH$I YK€ BEJIM B CTOPOHBI BBIXOJA U3 3aJIbl, Ty/A II€ IIPH CBETE
BOJIILIEOHBIX (POHApEl CTOSAIM KpacuBble KapeTbl. [1e-To Tam, B Yrojke CTosla Halla MajeHbKast
KOJISICKA, 3alpsKEeHHAs OIHOM JIOIIA/IKOM.

— Bbl... Bbl 1axe He Jaau MHE NMONPOLIATHCA C el U TeTel! — BOCKJIMKHYJA s, YyBCTBY,
KaK MBI CITyCKaeMcsl 110 JiecTHHLIe. S e/iBa ycreBasia rnepednparb HOramMu, YToObl He CIOTKHYThCS U
HE yIacTh.

— Bbl TOe He JaJIi MHE 111aHCa BBITIOJIHUTD ITOCIIEIHIO0 BOJII0 MOETO MOKOMHOI0 OTIA,— ITOCIIbI-
11aJICA TOJIOC, a S CTapajjach YCIeTh 3a HUM.

— A BbI OBl HE MOIJIM U/ITH TIOMEJIEHHE, — MOMPOCKJIA 51, TOHUMAs, YTO MBI II0YEMY-TO CBEp-
HYJIM TyJ1a, I7ie OYTH He cBeTuiu poHapu. — [Toxainyiicra.

MBbI 1T MUMO KYCTOB, a 51 BAPYT MOH:JIA, YTO I00KA 3alleNnIach 3a BETKY.

— Croiite! — KpUKHYyna sI, yIUpasich U30 BCEX CUJL.— Y MeHs I00Ka 3arienuiach !

— Ceityac cHUMY! — MOCTIBIIIAJICS TOJIOC, A 51 B yKace MPeACTaBUJIa, YTO OH CHUMET C MeHsI 100Ky
IPSMO 3/1ECh.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha MEeHsI HaKaTWJIa BOJIHA TAKOTO CTpaxa M yxkaca, 4to f ... s... 00pagoBaiacs!

14



K. 10. IOpam. «7KeHa c XxBocTOM»

I'maBa 9

«Hwukorna 6osbine Tak He genaii! Chpimuib? !», — BCIOMHIIA 51 IS0 U TETI0, KOTOPbIE CMOT-
peJM Ha MEHs ¢ YKOPOM. — «T0 ObUI Halll HocaeAHuH cinyra! Bot 4yro Tenepb ¢ HUM fenarb?! »

«51 He BUHOBATAa, 4TO OH Hamyrajl MeHs! OH XOOUT Tak TUXO!», — ONpaBABIBAJIACS £, @ B 3aKPbI-
TYIO IBE€Pb JIOMHUJICS CTapblii IBOPELIKUIA, IPU3HABASCh MHE B JIIOOBU !

«Tbl HIOHMMaeIb, YTO THI Y HAaC ocoOeHHast! Kak BUMIIb, MUasi, ThI HEMHOTO OTJIMYACIIbCs
OT OOBIYHBIX JI0AEH! », — cMArYMIach TeTs, NIAAA Ha Is]0.

«ITO NOTOMY 4YTO MOsl MaMma Obuta (aiipu?», — crpocuia i, MOHU3UB Tojoc Ao mernora. O
(b3iipr MOXKHO OBLTIO Pa3rOBapUBATh TOJBKO IIETIOTOM.

«Bunumo, u Tebe 4to-To ... 3M... nepenanocs! 3Haeub, HeKOTOphle (h3iipH, oHu ... Koraa
OHM OYEHb CHJIBHO OOSITBCS, TO CIIOCOOHBIH BIIIOOUTH B Ce0sI YeIOBEKa, YTOOB! OH HE MOT IIPUYUHHTh
Bpeaa», — MOSACHUI JA/1s1, pacXaxuBasi 110 KOMHare.

«W uT0 )e MHe ies1aTh?», — CpOCUIIa s, CU/iS Ha CTYJIbYMKE U OIUIeTast XBOCTOM €ro MOTePTYIO
HOXKY.

«He 6osThCS1 HUKOTIA», — OTBETMII AsilsA, Oepsi MEeHs 3a TUleud. — «YTo OBl HE CIIy4mIIoch, He
B3nymaii 6ostecsi! MHaue, Bce MOAMYT, UTO B TeOe TeueT KpoBb (Daiipu u 3a ToOOH mpueT Benmkuii
NukBusurtop! He k HOun OyneT moMsHyT!».

«Obemato, 4To HUKOrga He Oyay OosThesi!», — moobemana 5. M ¢ Tex mop AeHCTBUTENBHO
HUYero He Gosutack. [lo 3TOro camoro AHs, KOrjaa o OmHUOKe BCTPETHIa TOrO CAMOTO CTPAITHOTO
YyeJioBeKa, KOTOPhIM MEHs Iyrajii B gerctBe. 11 He mpocto BCTpeTuia, a o HeJlenoi ciy4aiiHOCTH
BBIIILJIA 32 HETO 3aMyX !

Korzaa B MOI0 cTOpOHY NOTSIHYJIACh PyKa B IIepuaTke, HeBUAMMAs BOJIHA yXKaca MPOKATUJIACh 10
TeJIy, CJIOBHO BBIPbIBAsICh U3 MEHS HapyxKy. Sl JepHynach Ha MecTe, a pyKa MpollIa MUMO, OTLIENIMB
T0J1071 CTAPOTr'o IJIaThsl OT BETOK.

Bce! Teneps o Oyaet oOuTh MeHst BeuHo! S modemual

MeHs noBesu oMeJJIEHHEH, a 51 BIVIAABIBAIACh B IIMPOKYIO JIMHUIO TUIEY.

— 4 Bac mo06mo, — mporenTana s, YToObl MPOBEPUTDH, NOAEHCTBOBAIO WK HeT? VIHKBU3UTOP
BHE3aITHO OCTAaHOBUJICS.
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Eme tpu yaca Ha3aj, MHE Ka3aJoch, YTO 3TO — HacTosee uygo! PockomHelil 6all, CTOIbKO
rocTel, ¥ I/ ¢ TeTeld, KOTOpbIe IEeMYyT MHE Ha YXO0, YTOObI 51 pHCMAaTpuBalach NOBHUMATE/IbHEN !

OnbsiHEHHast BOCTOPIOM, 51 CMOTp€Jia Ha OFPOMHBbIE 30JI0ThIE JIOCTPbI, TIOX0KHE Ha TeTYIIKHHbI
TOPTHI, YIUBJISJIACH MOJAHBIM HapsAaM M MeuTajla, 4YToObl MEHsI IPUIJIACHIIY MOTAHLIEBATh.

Iloka 51 B3ABIXaNa U MEPEMHUHAIACh C HOTM Ha HOTY OT HETEpIIeHUs], K HaM MOJoLIes KaKou-
TO CTapHK.

— O, Kakas KpacaBuIla! — 3aMEeTUJI CTAPUK, 3aCTaBUB MEHsI HA MTHOBEHbE OOEPHYThCH.

— Hesecra BoT, a 310 MO# *eHa, — 3aMeTUJI I/, BEXJIMBO pa3BOpaurBasi CTApUKaHa.

— O, npsiMo mathe, Kak B Moed MoJioflocTi! BOT TOJBKO 4TO y Hee ¢ JTMLIOM? — MOCIIBIIIAJICS
roJI0C CTapuKa.

— OHa ITpoCTO CTOUT K HaM CITMHOM, yBakaeMblii j1op bajuieopH, — BEXKJIMBO 3aMeTHI I, a
s IOYyBCTBOBaJIa HenaiHoe. — Kak 3110poBbe Batleid cynpyru?

— Vike He Kajyercs, — 3aMETUJI CTapuK, MOKa 51 BbIcMaTpuBasla Kpacusble napbl. — [Tomepna
HeJgaBHO. Tak BOT, s TYT moaymal, a He )eHUThCs JM MHe eule pasodek? Kak pa3 HeBecty cebe
MpUCMaTpPUBAIO !

— O, pa! — nocnelmancs pagocTHbIN ronoc Asaau. — Bel Kak MyKuuHa elie XOTh Kyza!

— XoTh B ABEPb, XOTh B OKHO, IJIABHOE, YTOOHI BIIEpe]] HOTaMH, — TIOSKMUIACh 51, KaK BIPYT 5
yBHUJIeNIa, KaK B 3aJ1 Boles Kpacasel. OH OTOPOCHII TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, OOBEJ B3IJISOM TaHITYIOLHE
napbl ¥ B351 € MOAHOCA OOKaJL.

S1 cMoTpena Ha Hero NpUCTalIbHO, 00SACHh NOTEPATh U3 BUAY. VI3peaka ero 3acyioHsIM BBICOKUE
MPUYECKHU TAHLYIOLUIUX JaM.

— ... MHE BC€ TOBOPAT, YTO B IEBSIHOCTO JIET KM3Hb TOJIbKO HAYMHAETCs! — MOCIbIIAJICS CKPU-
My4ry Kamesb 3a cnuHou. — Hy xopoina neBka! Bee xopoma! Hackonbko 51 moMHIO, y Bac AeTe He
Ob110?
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I'maBa 11

— O, 9710 Haa MJIEMAHHULIA, — BOPKYIOILEN CKOPOrOBOPKOM BMelanach Ters. — [lonumaere,
OecCITyTHBII OpaT MOero Mya HeyJa4yHo keHuics. .. Her, koHeuHo, ais ce6s yaauHo. Kena xopo-
masi, padotsmas. Ho mis Hee, 6enHskedkn HeynauHo. JKeHa ero ckoHJasiach Ipy pojiax, a caM OH
HEZI0JIro MpoXWI. Y BOT Terepb Mbl B3sJIM MX peOeHKa Ha BOCIIMTAaHHeE !

Kpacaselr TeM BpeMeHeM KOTrO-TO BBIMCKMBAI IV1a3aMH, MOKa s TailHO ciequiia 3a HUM. Hy
10 Yero ke oH KpacuB! Moii XBOCTHK TailHO MOJEPrUBAJICS B TAaKT My3bIKe, a s HATATMBaIA 00Ky
MOCUJIbHEE, YTOOBI HE BBIIATh CBOM CEKpeT.

Js14 1 TeTs paccKa3plBAJIM MHE, YTO MOsI Mama Obl1a U3 Hapoaa (aiipu. Tex caMmbiX, KOTOpbIe
KWIU B Jiecax. Ml MHe OT MaMBbl — XyJIbAPBI JOCTAJICS] KOPOBUIM XBOCT.

U tyT cHOBa 3amMrpajna mysblka. Sl pasouapoBaHO B3IOXHYIA, CJbIA Oecery Mpo TO, KaKylo
KOCTb Ha 4TO JJoMUT. CTOMJIO MHE NOAHATSH IJIa3a, Kak s YBUJAENA, 4TO Kpacasel uiaer ko mHe! He
MOXeT OBITh! DTOro MpOCcTO He MOKET OBITh! Y MeHs lake JbIXaHue TIePeXBaTHIIO, KOT/ia OH IPHOIIH-
3usics. MokeT, 1 eMy Toxe MOHpaBuiIach? XoTs, MO TAKMM CJIOEM MAKMsKa, TOHPABUTCS 1 MOIJIa
TOJIBKO MOJC/IENOBATOMY CTapHKY.

— 4 peumn! S xentocs! JokeH ke MHE KTO-TO IOfIaBaTh HOCOUYKH, Oerarh 3a JIEKapCTBOM
1 KyTath B 1uiea? Tem Oosee, 4To B MOCTENN XOJOAHO! A TpesiKM OCTHIBAIOT K yTpy! A s mocro-
SITHHO MEp3HyY Aaxe noj TpeMs ofesaamu! [1ostomy s perms, 4To Bee-Taky KeHIOCh! — IOCTbIIAJICS
JOBOJIBHBIN CTAPUECKUI TOJIOC, a 51 TOKOCHJIACh Yepes IUIeYO.

Ioka s oTBIEKJIACh, KpacaBell OCTAHOBUIICS PsIOM, OYKBaJIbHO B MOJyIIare OT MeHs, U Mpo-
TSAHYJ pyKy. HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH CMOTpeJ He Ha MEHs, a Ha MO0 COocelIKy. f moBepHyJa rojloBy,
BUJIsI KPacaBHIly, KOTOpasi OblIa CJIerka yBjaedeHa pa3sroBOPOM U IPOMKO XMXHKaJIA.

A Bapyr 310 MO¥ nocaeJHui maHc? Bapyr s 6osbliie HUKOTAa He MOTaHIYIo ¢ TAKUM KPacuBbIM
MYKYAHOU ?
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— Hy, g Tak He Mory! — Bo3myTuJIcA cTapblii Jiopa. — JlaBaiite ClpocuM y KpacaBHIIbl, COITIacHa
JIM OHA CTaThb MOEM KEHOU?

«Ceityac nim HUKOra!», — BBIIOXHYJA 51, CKaB KyJaKH.

Cropas ot cThlia M CMYILEHHS, s PE3KO CHEJaa 1Iar BIEpel, MOJIOKHUIA PYKY IOBEPX PyKH
HE3HAKOMIIA.

— O, g comracHa! — npomenraia s, BUAd yIUBIEHHBIN B3MIAL. Kpacasell IBHO Ha Takoe He
paccunThiBasl. Ho mpaBmiia npumiuns TpedoBaim TaHna. Korga MeHst Bemw Ha TaHell, KpacaBuIle
00epHyJIach ¥ BO3MYILIEHHO MTOCMOTpeIa Ha Hac.

Sl 3ammpaia, He Bepsl, UTO €r0 pyKa JIEKHUT Y MEHs Ha TaJluK, a caM KpacaBell IePKUT MEHs 3a
PYKY, BE/1s B TAHIIE CO CKYYalOIUM BUIOM.

— Bam HpaBuTcs 6an? — cnpocuiia s, SIS HA €r0 AParoleHHYo OpoIIib.

— Bocxuiienue Tak u pBeTcst U3 MeHs HeyJepKMMbIM [IOTOKOM, — TOXOPOHHBIM I'OJIOCOM I1pO-
M3HEC Kpacasell, 1 yMOJIK.

— A MHe OueHb HPaBUTCS, — YAbIOHYJIACh 1, A Ha y30p. Tak, maBHoe He couTbes! Beno-
MUHaeM, KaK yuuiia Tets!

Mbl TaHLIEeBaJIM Jabllle, XBOCTUK HENPOU3BOJIBHO BUJISUI, MOKA S JyMasla HaJ CJIEAYIOLM
BOIIPOCOM, KOTOpPbII MOIJIa 3aJaTh PUIMYHAS JIEAU KaBaJiepy.

— A Kak BaMm I0orojja cerogHs? — crpocuia s, MoAHsB I71a3a C HaJekKI0M.

— He 3Hnato, kak ymMepuTh MOil AMKMI U HEOOy3JaHHBI BOCTOPI — MpPayHO MPOMU3HEC Kpaca-
Bell. 51 B31OXHYJIa, TOHUMAas, YTO IPUJIMYHbIE BOITPOCHI 3aKOHYMIIMCH. OCTAaTOK TaHLA Mbl TaHLIEBAJIN
MOJTYa, ¥ KOrja My3blKa 3aKOHUMJIACh, MEHs ITOBEJIN 00paTHO, CPEAN KPACHBbIX Map.

UYem Onmke 51 MOAXOAMIIA, TeM OOJIbIle MOHUMAJIA, YTO Cevac MHE MPUAETCS BBITH 3aMykK
3a 3TOr0 CTapUKA.

— Otmnyctute, — mpomenTana s, BUs, Kak Jaasi U TeTs MeHsI OOBICKAJIUCh, YTOOBI COOOIIUTh
PaJOCTHYIO HOBOCTb O MOeil cBaJpOe. M MeHs ¢ paocThio OTITYCTHIIN, UcUe3asi B TOJMIIE.

OctoposxHO, 00X0/1s Napbl, 5 JAOLUIA JO CBOETO MECTa, I1e MEHs KA1 HEIIPUATHOCTH.

— Opnny MunyTKY! CTOMTE POBHO U HE IIIEBEIUTECh ! ceityac 51 Oymy enaTh BaM MpeasiokeHue! —
npousHec cTapuk. «CTouM, CTOUM !», — IPOBOPKOBAJIA TETH, [71a/1s1 MOU IUIEUH.
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— Asrycrun! — no3sai crapuk. — Corau KoseHo!

OT nopThepbl OTAEIUIICS MOJIOAOH CIIyTa.

— Kakoe, rocnoquu? V Bac oqHO He crudaercsi, a BTOpoe Mapajn30BaHO! — MPOM3HEC CIIyra,
NOIJISIbIBAs HA cTapuKaHa. — Her, Hy eciiv Bbl HacTauBaiite!

OH noruieBaJl Ha PyKH, IPUCMATPUBASCh K JOPOI'MM IITAHAM.

— Her, Her, He Hago! OOoiiemcs! — 3aBOTHOBAIUCH 115 U TeTsl. — MOXHO MPOCTO MPUXKaTh
PYKY K cepany.

— Tak, tne y MeHs O0OnUT? — CIIPOCHIT CTApHIK, OCMAaTpuBasi CBOIO Ipyab. — O, TyT... 3HauwT,
cepaue TyT!

— Her, Her, Het! — 3aBOJIHOBAJIMCh, KOIJIa CTApUK 3aBepTesics, Kak BAPYT YBUIEN MOPTbEpPY
MIOYTH OJMH B OJIMH MOBTOPSIOILYI0O PUCYHOK Ha MOEM ILUIaThe U KUBHYJL. — 51 cTapblil MOPSIK, U CJIOB
MoOBH He 3HaI0!

— He tyna, — 3ametnn g4, pa3BopaurBasi crapika B Moo cropony. — Ciofa, ciofa, JOpH. ...

— A! — cornacurics crapukad. — Tax.... I — crapblif MaHbsIK... V1 cioB ... 3a0bu1... ABryCTHH!

— W cioB mo0By He 3Hato, — oficKazas ciryra. Ha MrHoBeHbe Jie]] 3acTbLl, CJIOBHO 33 1yMAaBIIKCh.

— TonkuHure ero, oH ycHy:1, — npowenTai ciyra. — Toiapko octopoxkHo! OH myraercs. ..

Js1 0CTOPOKHO MOTOPMOLIMJI CTAPUKA U YTO-TO MPOIIENTA €My Ha yXO, IIOKa TeTs yMUJIA-
J1ach, OOMaXMBAasICh BEEPOM C OOTPENAHHBIM KPYKEBOM.

— Beixoaure 3a MeHs1, — BblIaJl CTApUK M YAOBJIETBOPEHHO KPSKHYJI.

SI cmoTpea Ha craporo Jieia, Ha ero ciyry, Ha Jsi0 U TeTI0, KOTOpble KMBAJIU MHE.

— Taxk, TbI corylacHa BBITH 3aMy’X 32 JIOCTOIIOYTEHHOTO JIopAa? — COPOCHII Asiisl, TIOKa 5 MOJI-
Yaja, BU/isl, Kak CBepKaeT OprUTMaHTaMy KaM30J1 CTapHKa.
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Terst 0OHsITa MeHsI 3a TUJIeUU, U3BUHSIONIEHCS YIBIOKOU YibIOasich ctapuky: «O, OHa MpoCcTo
B IIIOKe ! ».

— O, apTumoku He Mo0M0. Y MeHs OT HUX U3KOTa U MyYUT, — IPU3HAJICS CTAPUKAH.

— OH oueHp Oorar, — mpolIenTaia TeTsi, OCMaTPUBasiCh IO CTOPOHAM, a MO XBOCT HEPBHO
aepHyJcs. — Ouenb Oorat! boraue Hero ToJabKO KOPOJIb M UHKBU3UTOP!

— W cnenont, — ¢ apyroit cropoHsl nporentai asaas. — Mneanensiii sxeHnx! OTKpblia OKHO B
KOoMHare, oH nounxa v Bce! Tol Ooraras soosa! Coraraics. ..

— 4 He mory, — B3/I0OXHYyJA $I, BUAS, KaK TeTs U A4S MeperssHyIuch. — A BAPYT OH y3HaeT
PO XBOCT?

— Acb-acs? UTO OHa Tam ckazana? — MPUILYpPUIICS Ha MeHsl cTapblid Jopa. Urpana myssika,
CIIBIIIIAIUACH TOJIOCA, TOITOMY Jake s C TPYJOM pa3Oupaa cioBa.

— OHa ckazaJia, 4To 31O OOJIbIIast YeCTh! — FPOMKO MPOU3HEC [/ MPSIMO Ha YXO CTApHKaHYy.

— Hy, 6onbiias yemocTs 1J1s1 HEBECTHI 9TO XOPOILo! — corylacuiics CTapuk. — byaer MHe pa3xe-
BbIBaTh MuIny! Y MeHs1 —T0o 3yOOB MOYTH HE OCTaJIOCh!

— Hy u 4ro0, uto y3Haer! Ckaxellb, 4TO eMy Mopa NpuHsATH TabneTku! M HUKAaKOro XBocTa
HeT! — MOYTH B OJUH TOJI0C MPOIIUIIENH A/ U TeTs, OKPYKUB MEHsI CO Bcex CcTOpoH. — [logymaii
XOPOIIIEHBKO. .. TakoM IIaHC BHIMAAAeT OAWH pa3 B kuU3HU. K TOMy ke OH CIIMIIKOM CTap, YTOObI
3anIsIpIBaTh Tebe 1o 1oKy. Mbl TeGe noOpa xenaem!

— 4l... 1 He Mory, — mpollenTana s, s Ha TETYIIKY, KOTopasi IJIauia MOIO pyKy, IJ1a3aMu
MOKa3bIBasl HA CTApPOro Jopaa.

— Uro? Yto oHa Tam ckazana? He cibliy? — rpOMKO KPUKHYJ CTAPUECKUM TITyXUM T'OJIOCOM
JKEHUX.

— OHa cKazasia, 4To ... 4TO cJierka cMyiieHa!!! — rpoMKo oObSIBUII As1isI, & CTAPbIi JIOPI] IOKHU-
BaJl.

— Hy, 10, uT0 OHa, GoMbIIIAs YENIOCTh, CJIETKA CMEILeHa 3TO He CTPAIIHO! — COTIacuIcs CTapuK,
YCTIOKAUBAsICh.

— 2DT0 moyeMy Thl He MOXelllb? — HaxMypwiics Jss. OH XMypUIICS KpaiiHe peKo, MO3TOMY
s oHsia. Jlena y MeHsl MIOXU.
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—IToTomMy 4TO. .. — MO rOJIOC COBCEM YIall, @ XBOCT MO/, IPUKPHITHEM CTAPOr'o IUIaThsl PUCOBAJ
BOCBMEPKH Ha I10JTy.

— Acb? Ach? YTO OHa TaM roBOpPUT? — MPUCTYLIAICSA CTApUK, NIAns HAa MeHsA. — He cipiy!
I'pomue, neBoHbKa, rpomye!

— OHa noyTu corjlacHa! — rpOMKO IPOU3HEC As/id, a JOPA NOKUBAJL.

— Hy, npekpacHa- He npekpacHa, HO Kak MpHeIeM JOMOI, 51 ee ¢ Jiynoi paccmotpio. IToka uto
OHa U1l MeHs Takoe... VIHTpuryiomee naTHo!

— 41 He Mory, MOTOMY. .. IOTOMY YTO MHE yXe CIIeJIaii peylokeHre ! — BhllaluIa 51, yKacasich
COOCTBEHHOM JIKH.

— Kak? Korzma? — cxBatuiach 3a cepaue TeTs, MoKa JAAs C YAUBIEHHEM OCMATpUBAJICS IO
CTOpPOHaM.

—9M... Tonbko 4TO, — MpolIenTaa s, CMyIIasich OT COOCTBEHHO# Juku. Hudero crpariHoro!
Homa s Bce pacckaxy! Eciu Hy)xHO, TO axe noruiady, 3Hasi, 4To JAAs U T€Ts MEHsl OYEHb JII0OAT
1 OBICTPO CIALyTCSl.

X, ObUIa He ObLIa!

— Tonbko 4TO, BO BpeMs TaHIIA, — YBEPEHHO MPOM3HECIA s, BU/Sl, KaK BBITATMBAIOTCS JIMLIA
AU U TETH.

— A c KeM ThI TaHUeBaa? Maprapuerra, ¢ keM oHa TaHueBasa?! Tol He nmomHuIb? 1 mpocro
00CyX/1aJl C )KEHHMXOM IpUJaHHOe! — yIuBHIICS AsiisA, TIOKa CTApUK MbITAJICS pacciblliaTh HaIll pas-
r'OBOP.

— A 5 OTKyza 3HaI0, s NOACTyIIMBaJIa PO NpUIaHHOe! — Ha/lysia IyObl TeTs.

— Yro oHa Tam ckazana?! He cipiiny?! — KpukHy cTapuk. — JIeBoHbKa, HOBTOpH !

— Bbl onozgam! MHe yxe caenany MpeajoxeHue Bo BpeMs TaHLa! — 04eHb T'POMKO [OBTOPHUIIA
A1.

— O! Ilpenyoxenue! — noCabILIATMCH 3aMHTEPECOBaHHbIE rojioca rocreil. Illenor nonons no
3aj1y, a BCE C MHTEPECOM CMOTpeJsiu Ha MeHs. [laxe My3blKa Urpaja O4eHb TUXO.

—Yro?! [Ipennoxenue?! — nociplancs HE3HAKOMBIN MOKWIION ronoc. M Bce TyT ke NPUTHXIIN.
KT0-TO TYT %€ rpOMKO U THycaBO OOBSIBHUIL.

— IIpennoxenue nocpenu 6ana! Kro y Hac cuacimBas HeBecta?IlycTh HEeMeAJIEHHO OAOHET
K KopoJo!
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Yro ObUIO fasbllle, BB yKe 3HaeTe. AX, eciu Obl 5 3Hala, 4eM OOEpHETCS TO, TO HUKOTIA
Obl He cornacunachk! U Ternepp Hy)XHO MPOBEPUTH, CPAOOTAIN JI MOM Yaphbl HA MOeM. .. Myxke. Eciu
cpaloTaiu, To 5 criaceHa!

— 41 Bac mo0Oimo, — nporentana s, YToObl NPOBEpUTh. VIHKBU3UTOP BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUIICS U
00epHYyJICS.

OH BCKHHYJ KPacHBYI0 OpOBb, CKOpEE YIUBIJIEHHO.

Heysxemm ve cpadotano? Kak xe Tak? Beerna x padorano! Moxert, 310 y Hero J1o00Bb Takas!

— Kak xaJb, 4To 3TO HEHAJOJITO, — MPAYHO IIPOU3HEC OH, a Y MEHsI BHYTPH BCe 3aJIe[ICHEJIO.

MBI 1M KaKUMHU-TO OKOJIBHBIMH ITyTSIMU, ¥ MEHsI 3TO Tyrajio. Bce BOKpyr ObUI0 MpauyHbIM U
OYEHb ITyTaloIIUM.

— II-n-nmoyeMy Ml HeM 31€ch? — pOOKO CIIPOCHJIA 51, BUJISI HA TOPU3OHTE YEPHYIO Kapery 0e3
repOOB M KPacHBBIX 3aBUTYLIEK, KaKk y BceX. MpauHblil Kyuep Cujen Ha KO3/laX, CHPATABLINCH 3
BBICOKMI BOPOTHUK U Tpeyroiky. OMHaKOBbIE YEPHBIE JIOLIAAN XPUIIEIH, a U3 UX HO3JpEeil BbIPHI-
Basics nap. Ho oHu Obutu elne gasexo.

— Yro0BI HE cMyILIATh HUKOT'O Ballleil HE3eMHOW KPacoTO, — NOC/bIIIalIcs yeTkuil oteeT. [1pu
MBICJI O TOM, YTO MOM Yapbl He CpadOTaIM, MHE CTaJIO CTPALLHO.

JIBepb KapeTsl OT AyIIM pacraxHylach. BHyTpy ObLJIO TEMHO U HEYIOTHO.

— M=He Tyaa? — poOKo CIIpocHIIa 1, BITasCh YTO-TO PA3IISAETh BHYTPH U NIPUICPKUBAsT I0OKY.
He ycnena s omOMHUTBCS, KaK MEHS 3allUXHYJIM B KapeTy. f eiBa ycrena yHsATh NeperyraHHoe
cepale, OTION3asl MOAANbIIe M HAaTATUBasl CBOIO I00KY. XBOCTMK HEepBHHMYAT U Tpsiccs. VlHoraa o
BbIJ/IEJIbIBAJI HEPBHBIE PE3KME BOCBMEPKH. Bee BHYTPH NaxJio KOxel ¥ TOPbKUMU MYKCKUMHU JyXaMH.
3anax OblJ1 HE3HAKOMBII, HEYIOTHBIN, KaKk U cama Kaperta

— Tporaii, — nocplIaIcs MpayHblid rojIoc, Korja s poOKo NOJH:IIA I1a3a Ha (Urypy, CUIALLYI0
PAIIOM..

Ceiiyac OH mprBE3eT MEHsI IOMOH, OPOCUT Ha KPOBaTh, 3aJepeT 00Ky, a TaM. ...

Sl 3akycuna rydy, KOcsCh Ha KpaCUBBIM U MpayHblii TPO(HIIb.

«3anoMuu, Amenus!», — mMoOWI MoyJaTh Asis, Koraa s BeIpocna. — « MyX4uHBI JI0OAT 3aJie-
3aTh CUMIIATMYHBIM JIEBYIIKaM 101 100Ky. Ho MHOrue mMykuMHBI He pajbl OOHAPYKUTh TaM JTI000e
CJIOBO Ha OYKBY «X»!

22



K. 10. IOpam. «7KeHa c XxBocTOM»

I'nmaBa 17

«[Ipsamo moboe?», — cpalmBaia s, BUAsA C KAKMM YKOPOM CMOTPUT Ha [0 TETs.

«A 4TO g He Tak cKazan? XpeH, XBOpPb M XBOCT — HU OJJH MY’KMK HE paJl BUAETb O[] KEHCKOW
100KO# | », — MOSICHST A1/, HEB3UpPasi Ha BO3MYIIIEHHE TeTU. — «Tak 4To XBOCT JIyyllle He MOKa3bl-
BaTh!».

4 mpuMepHo 3Haa, YTo cpasy Mocje CBaabObl HACTYMAET NepBast OpayHasi HOUb, KOT/Ia HeBe-
cTy pasaeBaioT. IIpu MbIciM, 4TO MeHs cerofHs OyayT pa3jieBaTh, MHE CTAJIO TaK CTPALIHO, YTO f
ChEXMWJIACh, [VIS/151 B OKHO. MBI ITpoe3:Xaii KaKOM-TO MpayHblii Jiec.

— Tak, 51 He noHs1. DTO YTO Takoe ObUIO? — MOCIIBIILIAJICS TOJIOC, a 5 TYT ke Cela POBHO. — Bbl
YeM-TaM MHe I10 Hore Obete?

Tonpko ceifyac s MOHsIA, YTO BCE 9TO BpeMs HEPBHO U He oTnaBas cede order, OapabaHuia
XBOCTOM M0 cHJIeHu10. M1 BuiMmo, rorasia 1o ero A0poromy cariory.

— Hoxxoit, — oTBeTHIa 51, TOKA TPYCJMBBIN XBOCT CHPATAJICA 3a IUIOTHO CKaThle KOJeHH. TouHO!
Cenyac OH pUBE3ET MEHSA pa3eHeT U Bee! — M3BunuTe.

ITnoxoii! Tnoxoit xBoct! Tonbko 5 MepecTaro ero KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, KAK OH TYT ke BeJeT ceos
... Kak xoueT. Moxer, B siec? A uro? Jlopora 371ech 1mioxasi, Kapera eeT MeJUIeHHO, TaK ToueMy Obl
Y He MonpoOoBaTh cOexaTh?

4 mpencraBuna cebs B Jiecy, COOpYKaloIel MIalallK, BOKPYT TOT NTUYKH U SPKO CBETUT
COJIHBILLKO.

[Mouemy Ob1 Het? Dx! Bouna, Hu ObLia!

S TonKHyNa JBEph KapeThl, a OHAa paclaxHy/lach HACTEXKb, a s BBIIPBITHYJA U3 KAPEThl, KaK
KOT/Ia-TO BBINPHITMBAJIA U3 HAIIEH OPHUYKH, HO KOE — Yero He ydia.

Hora noexaa B rpsi3u, 1 s pacTsHY/1aCh B 3JI0BOHHOM JIyke.

— CroATh! — MOCBIIIAICS CTPALIHBIN I'OJIOC, KOT/Ia s BCTasla BU/IS MICIAYKaHHOE TUIaThe U Ipsi3-
Hble pyku. Tenepp Hy:xHO Oexatb! U yem ObicTpee, TeM Jsyuiie!
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Sl mocMoTpena Ha CTpallHbIi ApeMyuuid Jiec. JlepeBbsi NepervieTaauch, KycTbl Oy3UHbBI U
OOAPBIIIHMKA PACTION3IUCh TIOUTH JI0 caMoil Toporu. Sl mocMoTpena Ha JKyTKHi Jiec, a )KyTKHil Jiec
MIOCMOTpEJI Ha MEHS1 MHOKECTBOM CBETSAIIMXCH IJ1a3.

On, uTo-1O 2 Nepegymaal

MenyieHHo, xJonas rpssbio, s NONATWIACH, KaK BIPYr CTOJKHYJach ¢ MHkBH3UTOpOM. OT
ykaca s IOICKOYMJIa Ha MeCTe U JIEpHYJIach B CTOPOHY Jieca. [ 11a3a, KoTopsle Bpozie Obl KaK MCYe3JIH,
BCIBIXHYJIA CHOBA.

— 41 monox [y, Korjaa Bbl ONpeaeIuTech, Kyaa oexarb. JInbo or Mens B jec. JIubo ot seca Ko
MHe, — HOCJIBIILIAJICS] MPAYHBII TOJIOC.

[MocmoTpeB Ha OJeHOE JIMIIO STOTO CTPAIIHOTO YeNIOBeKa, s mogodpana 100Ky, MomKuMast
XBOCT, M1 OPOCHJIaCh B CTOPOHY 3apOcieill KOJIOKOJIBYMKOB U ONMMKafIINX KyCTOB, KaK BAPYr OTTyAd
BBIIIOPXHYJIA LIeJ1asl CTasi CTPAIHbIX BOPOH.

C KpYKamMM OHHM B3JIETENN BBEPX, & 51 C BU3TOM Opocuiach 0OpaTHO B KapeTy.

I'ps3b Teks1a ¢ MEHS pyubeM, a MHE Ha KOJIEHH OIMYCTUJICS OEJOCHEKHbIA YUCTBIN KPYKEBHOM
TUIATOK.

— Cnacu6o, — mpomenTaia s, BHITUpas UM OpbI3rU IpsA3u Ha juue. Y cHoBa MHe 1oKa3asioch,
YTO B HEM €CTh YTO-TO CBET/IOe. — MHe OBl IepeoaeThesl.

— Bam ObI nepeponuthest, — 3ameTrs1 IHKBU3UTOp, IEMOHCTPATUBHO OTCEB OT MEHsI Ha TIPOTH-
BOIIOJIOJKHOE CHJICHUE.

I[Moka Ky4Ka rpsi3u MMEHH MeHsI B3/IbIXaJla ¥ BBITUPAJIach, U3peKa MOAHNUMAsT pOOKHE B3IJISIIbI
Ha KpacuBoe JIUIIO.

— Yo TaM y Bac MIEBEIUTCS MO, IUIATbeM? — CIPOCHJT MPauHbIi T0JI0C.
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— CoBecTb, — KPOTKO OTBETHJIA 51, CHOBA MBICIIEHHO pyrasi XBOCT U Ipsiya ero nopajsiue. C
XBOCTOM JKUTb HE TaK YK U yIOOHO!

— I'maBHOE, CBOEBpPEMEHHO, — YCMEXHYJICSI MO MYK. MHe Jake CTpaIHO ObLJIO ero TakK Hasbl-
BaTh!

— Bospmure, — mpoTsiHysia 51 Tiiatouek oOpaTHO, C KOTOPOTo TeKJia Tpsi3b. Bes 0Oka HACKBO3b
Obls1a MOKPOH. 3aT0 Ha pPyKax U Ha JIUIIE TPS3U CTAI0 MEHbIIIE.

B 3T0T MOMEHT KapeTa MOAMpPHIrHYy/Ia Ha KOUKe, a s OYHYJach TOJIbKO TOT/a, KOraa MeHsl pe3Ko
ycaauii oOpaTHO Ha CUEHUE.

— Kak BbI? — mocrnblnancs o4eHb CAEP:KaHHBIN TOJIOC, a 51 C Y)KAacOM CMOTpesia Ha KPacHUBbIN
(broneToBbIl KOCTIOM, MOKPHITHINA TPSA3BI0 U OTIIEYATOK MOEW TPSA3HON PYKH Ha €ro IIeKe U Iiee.

Oii, st cmyTuiack. Heyxenu emy BakHO 3HaTh, Kak 51 ceOst uyBcTBYI0? Hy HakoHel-To!

— XopoIio, — yabIOHYJIach 51, CHOBA pOOKO IS HA MYy*ka, KOTOPBIA B3sUT IBYMSI Majbl[aMU
IPSA3HBIN TUIATOK U OPE3TIIMBO BHIOPOCKIT €0 U3 OKHA KapeThl.

— 4 "He cnpammBalo, Kak Bbl. § cripaimBaio, Kak Bbl TOCMeNH! — CBEPKHYJI IJIa3aMH Kpacasell,
a s MOHMMAJIa, YTO €C/IM paHbIlie B KapeTe exajia OJUH IMOPOCEHOK, TO ceituac ux asa. U eciu ogux
MOPOCEHOK CMUPUJICS, BTOPOI HEro/10BaJl.

— IIpocrute, — mpoiienTana s, MbICJIEHHO pyrast KOUKY U MOJyieTas elie Ha oqHoil. — 51 Bceraa
CUMTasa, 4YTO MYy U kKeHa JOJKHbBI BMecTe 1euTh HeB3roapbl! [ToposHy.

Caupernblii BJIOX 3aCTaBUIJI MEHsI OITYCTHUTh IJ1a3a, paccMaTpuBasi Ips3b Ha I00Ke.

— BbI custbHO 37uTech? — Cripocuia si, IOqHUMAsk POOKUI B3IJISL] U CMUHAS I00KY Ha KOJICHSIX.

— YynecHasi cerofHs Mnoroia, — CTpaHHbIM IOJIOCOM MPOU3HEC UHKBU3UTOP, a 1 CIBIIIANA, KaK
OapabaHMT JTOKIMK IO KPBIIIIE KapeThl. — A 32 OKHOM Takast Kpacora!

OH npHOTKpPBUT IITOPKY. I3 OKHA HAa HAC CMOTpEJT MyTalonuii ¥ OECKOHEUHbIH Jiec.

25



K. 10. IOpam. «7KeHa c XxBocTOM»

I'nmaBa 20

— Ipsamo cepane pamyercsi. BoT — BOT U3 Tpyau BBICKOYHT! — MPOAOIKaN OH, OypaBsi MEHs
B3IVIAIOM. — A y MeHs 3aMeyaTesibHast HOBOCTb! S1 skeHucs!

VIHKBU3UTOP TYT K€ U3MEHWUJICS B TOJIOCE.

— 1 He 3Hau, Ky#a ot Toro Opaka aerbcs. OTKJIaabIBall €ro, Kak Mor! A TyT Bbl! — 3aMeTHJI OH,
yXkacasicb CBOUM I'psA3HBIM MaH:xeTaM. Cpasy BUIHO, YUCTOILTION !

— Ilpuexam! Croii! — nocinsimacs Kpuk Kyuyepa. Kapera ocranoBunack. Bokpyr ObU10 THXO
— tuxo. HaBepHoe, MHe 3T0 MOKa3aj0ch MOCje CTYKa KOIBIT, KOTOPBIA Ka3aJicsi 0ECKOHEUHBIM.

— Bpuiesaiite, — BeXIMBO NPEUIOKWIN MHE. Sl poOKO OTKpbUIA JBEPb, BBHICTABUB PYKY.
Kaxercs, noxauk npekpatuics. [lepeso MHO# ObliM cTapble- IpecTapble kele3Hble BOPOTa, opoc-
IMe AMKAM XMesleM. BUHOrpas mouTH MOTHOCTBIO MPUKPHIBAT KAMEHHYIO KJIaKy 3abopa. 3a 3a00-
POM, B IPOMO3IJIOM OCEHHEM TyMaHe, BUJIHEJIOCh CTAPMHHOE IIOMECTheE.

— Kaxoit yxac, — ciyvaiiHo BeIpBaJioch Y MeHs. ['ocTeil 0coOHsIK He moouT. Xo03sieB, BUAUMO,
TOXE.

— CornaceH. YIOTHEHBKO, — IOCIIBIIIAJICA MPAaYHBIM TOJIOC, KOrAa A OTKpbuIa BopoTa. OHM Ipo-
CKPHIIENIN TaK, CJIOBHO KOTro-TO YOMBAIOT. XMellb IPOIIeNecTell, Koraa s poOKo 3aryisiHylia BHYTpb,
BU/IS1 3apOCIIU Cajl, MpayHble CKPIOYEHHbIE IEPEBbs U KOJIIOUKH KYCTOB. Betep ryssi B cagy v 3aBbl-
BaJ B TpyOax.

— Oii! — neperyranach s, CJbllIa IAry c3aJu. 5 4yTh He MOACKOYMIIA HA MECTe OT HEOKHJaH-
HOCTH.

— He 6oiiTech. D10 Bcero JIMIIb 51 M MOM Yy/IeCHBIN XapaKTep, — MOCIBIIIAJICS MPaYHBIi TOJIOC.

Hy Bce, ceiiyac oH npuBezieT MeHsI B I0M, pazieHeT H... CTpaliHO MpeicTaBUuTh, 4To OyIeT,
Korjga oH yBUAUT XBocT! OT BOJTHEHUS Y MEHS UyTh HE MPOrHYJIUCh KOJIEHU M BCIIOTEJH JIAIOMIKH.
Mypamku npodexany 1mo Koxe He TO OT BeTpa, He TO MPH MBICIH, YTO MEHs JKIET, KOrJa TaiiHa
packpoercsl.

Her, s tak npocro He cnames! S ckaxy, 4yTo y MeHs yxacHo OosuTt rosoa! Mmm cipsuych rae-
HuOyp! B mkad. [a. B mkad! Mmm 3akporoch B kKoMHare!

BHe3arHo MeHs iepHYJIM 3a MOAMBIIIKY BBEpX. Sl e/1Ba ycrena nomxkarb XBOCT.
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— Ilocmotpu, moporasi. Bee, 4To Thl BUMIIb, TENEepb NPUHALIEKHUT Tebe! D10 Mol Tede cBa-
AeOHBII NOIAPOK, — MOCbIIAJICS AOOBUTHIH rosioc. Jlo yero xe y Hero npusTHbIi rojoc. Ho nouemy
OH T'OBOPHUT Tak ragko?

On, mamouku! Kytp-To Kakas! Cepas ApIMKa TyMaHa 3aBOJIaKMBaJla IToMecTbe. TymaH pac-
TOJI3aJICA IO caly, IPUBOASA MEHS B yXKac.

MeHs noctaBWIM Ha 3eMJII0 U JEMOHCTPATUBHO OTPSAXHYJIH.

— 4 Tyt nogymaul, — cHoBa noziaji rojoc I HKBU3UTOP, a MHE Ha IIJIEYO BHE3AITHO JIETJIA TSOKEJIas
pyka. S okpyrmia rasa, Kak COBEHOK, UCKOCa MOTJIsA/AbIBask HA PyKy B nepyaTke. — Ham OyzneT oueHb
TSKEJIO KUTh BTPOEM.

— II-n-noyeMy BTpoem? — cripocuiia 1, BCE €IIe NOMISAAbIBast Ha 4yXKYyIl0 PYKY.

— Tel, 1 1 MOI YyIECHBIN XapaKTeP, — NOCIIBIIAJICS TOJIOC.

«Torga yx BueTBepoM. Thl, 51, TBOM YyAECHBINA XapaKTEP U MOU XBOCT | », — OlyMaJIa 51, [IOCOIEB
OOVKEHHBIM XOMSTYKOM.

— Tak 4ro Bpaxn mm mbl yxuBeMmcs BMecte. Comtacuch. KTo-T0 SIBHO JIMIIHUK, — TPOIOJIKAI
NuxBusurop.

— Moxer, xapakTep? — clipocuiia s, BUJd, Kak pyKa UCYE3aeT C MOETo Iuleda. XBOCT HEPBHO
AepHYJICs, HO 100Ka OblIa CIIMIIKOM MTPOCTOPHOM, YTOOBI 3TO OBUIO 3aMETHO.

— Ilomectbe s Bam napio. Jensru Oyny npucbkuiaTh. bactapgoB TONMTh BOH B TOM O3€pe.
HlepeBHs Tam! — yKa3aiu MHE PyKOil B CTOpPOHY Jieca. — [IpommanTe!

MHe cchinaiy B Ips3HYIO JIaJOIIKY 30JI0TO U OApWIIM MOJ0OMEM MUJION YJIbIOKH.

UYepes MrHOBEHbE 1 YBUJIENA, KAK MHKBU3UTOP CaUTCS B KapeTy.

51 onoMHUTBCA HE ycllenla, Kak JABepla 3axJONHYyJach, U KapeTra TPOHYJAch, OCTaBUB MEHS
HaeJUHE C IOJAPKOM.
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[TnaThe MPOMOKIIO HACKBO3b, BOJIOCH! OOJIENIMJIN TIJIEUH, a sl IPUIOAHSIIA I00KY 1 BbIKaJla KOH-
4yuK XBocTa. He mo0imio, Koraa oH MOKpBIi IIUIETaeT MO HOraM.

— OnsaTe rps3k codbupa, aa? — Cpocuna si, BHITACKUBAs U3 MOKPOM B3bEPOIICHHOH KUCTOUKU
CyXMe JIUCThSI U KAKUE-TO BETOUKH.

— 3nech KTO-HUOYIb KUBET? — CIPOCHIIA 51, TPUBCTaBasl HAa LILIOYKH U MPUCITYIIUBASCh.

Ipoiins o cepeauHbl X0U1a, s1 00EpHYJIachk, Kak BAPYT ABEPb caMa o ceOe 3aXJIONHYJIACh.

— Mama! — noanpsirayna s, prxumas K rpyay XBOCT M Kpyach Ha Mecte. MoM UCITyraHHbIe
I71a32 BHUMATEJIBHO CMOTPEJH Ha 30JI0ThIe KaHAESIOPbI, OPOCIINe OOPOI0¥ MayTUHBI, HA OTPOMHYIO
MBUIBHYIO JIIOCTPY U Ha CTapylo 3esieHylo cody, KOTopas U3/1a/ld HallOMMHAaJIa 3aMIIENbIi BaJlyH.

3a OKHAMU I'POMBIXHYJIO TaK, YTO 51 CHOBA MOAIIPHITHYJA, IATACh B CTOPOHY JieCTHULBL. CKBO3b
IITOPbl CBEPKHYJIA SIPKasl BCIIBIIIIKA MOJTHUM.

TOJIBKO 51 YCIOKOMJIACh U PEeLIMIa CTYIIUTh Ha NEPBYIO CTYIEHbKY JIECTHULIBI, KaK BAPYT MOCIIbI-
11aj1csl cTpaHHblid 3B0H. CHayvasia s He MOHsIa, YTO 3TO, a MOTOM ITOCMOTpeJia HaBepX.

OrpomHas bUIbHASA JIICTPA TPSICIACh COTHSAMU X PYCTAJIMKOB.

—M-Mm-Mama! — nepHyJ1ach s, HaTBIKASCh Ha nepuiia. S1 Gpocuiack K JBepH, MOBUCHYB Ha PyUKe,
HO JIBepb OblIa 3aKphITa.

Bce Bokpyr npuIiLIo B IBUKEHHUE, KOr/a 5 Oerasa ria3amu OT OJHOM Bely K 1pyroil. He momus
cebs OT yxkaca, s OpocuIIach 1o JIECTHHILIE, CIIBIIIA, KaK CPeIy 3BOHA U TPOXOTa pas3jlaeTcs JeTCKUH
CMeX.

JBepu xyonany, a s MeTajlach OT OJHOM JIBEPU K JIPYroi, OTCKaKMBasi U CKUMAsSCh OT CTpaxa.
4 momHIO, Kak Oexasia, OTKpbIBask BCE ABEPHU MOAPSJ, MBITASCh CMACTHCh OT YEro-To CTPAIIHOTO.
PacnaxHyB nocieaHue aBepH, s BO YTO-TO BPe3alach M OTKJIIOUYMIIACH.
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Ounyrnach £, Jexka Ha MblIbHOH Tyduie. Ha MHe ObL10 MOKpBIBAJIO, KOTOPOE Ha MOBEPKY OKa3a-
JIOCh LIy pLIAIIMM IIAThEM.

— Oii-e-e-eil, — mpocToHaa 1, TpsAcs rooBoil. JIpepua mkaga Obuia IPUOTKPBITA, a 5 TOJIKHYJIA
€€ U BbIBAJIMJIACH HAPYKY.

B nome 6bu10 THXO. 32 OKHOM OBUI SICHBIM [IeHb, 1 KOMHATA BBIIJIsJEa BOBCE HE CTPAILHO.
CorHeuHble J1yud OMJIM MIPSIMO B OKHA CKBO3b ITOPBAHHYIO 3aHABECKY.

— DTO TOJBKO 51 MOIJIa OT CTpaxa NepernyTarh MKad U KOMHaTy, — IPOCTOHAJIA s, BCTaBasi U
ofiepruBas 100KY.

Tyt e 100ka CHOBa MOAHSJIACH, TIPHUYEM, cama To cede, a 51 CHoBa ofiepHyna ee. FOOka crana
MOJIHUMATBCS, a 5 IpYKaJla ee pyKamH.

— INokaxwu! — mocnelmancs ronocok. — Y teds uro? Xsoct?!

— Ha, a 4Tto? — cripocuia 51, HUKOro He Bu/isl. Mo I71a3a MIapujy 1o KOMHATe, MoKa 51 MATHIIach
K CTEHe.

— Hacrosimuii XBocT? — mocybInascs IeTCKUil ronocok. — Hy nokaxmu!

— He nokaxy! Tel BY4epa MeHs myrana, — nprkaja s 00Ky MOCHJIbHEe, MBITAsCh MOHSATh, YTO
npoucxonut. Kak BIpyr s mprucMoTpesiach U yBUENa MaJIEHbKYIO IOTyIPO3payHylo IEBOYKY C pac-
nyIIeHHbIMU Bosiocamu. Ha Bup et Obuto J1eT nath. Ha Heii Oblta HouHasi pyoaiika, a OHa Kpaiach
KO MHe.

— MHe npocTo Hy)eH TBOH XBOCT! — 3asBIJIa AEBOYKA, U/Isl TAK, CIOBHO €€ HUKTO HE BUIUT. —
A TbI He moKa3piBasa! f mymana, 4to eciu Hamyrath TeOsi XOPOLIEHEUKO, Thl yIaJellb 1 MOKaKeIlb
XBOCT!

— 1 TeGs BUKY, — TPOM3HECA 51, pa3BOpaYMBasAch K Hell. Ha MeHs nmocmoTtpesnu Oosblive riasa
U3 TOJ] KYJPsABOW YEJIKH.

— Kak Tl MOXelb MeHs BUETh?! — MOC/BIIANICA NU3YMJIEHHBIN ToI0cOK. JleBOUKa OCTaHOBHU-
JIach U MIPUCMOTPENIACh. — 3HAYMT, Tl U npasja des! Ypal

— DM... — 3aMsUlach s, MOHMMAs, YTO TO CTPALIHOE NPUBHIECHUE — IPOCTO MaJIeHbKas
neBouka. — [la, Her, s mpocTo.... IM... [Ipocto y MeHs mama Obina (avipu... 1 mostomy y mMeHs
XBOCT.

— Hy, nokaxwu, — norpe6oBaa JeBOYKa, MMBITASCh 3aIMITHYTh MHE 32 CIIMHY. — X04y YBU/ETh
xBocT ¢en! [lana roBopu, uto y pert ectb XxBocThl! M Kpbuibs! A elie (per UCTIONHSIOT kenaHus !

MarneHbKoe MpUBUIEHUE CPOUHO TPeOOBAJIO XBOCT, a s [IOKA HE 3HaJla, YTO U OTBETHUTh.
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— Hy xopormo, — B3oxHyna s, DI Ha JeBOUKY. — S IOKaxy TeOe XBOCT, a Thl He OyjIelllb
Ooubiiie MeHs myrath! JloroBopuiuch?

JleBouka nomsijiach, a MOTOM CHOBA 3arjIsiHY/Ia MHE 3a CIHHY.

— Her, Mbl cHaYania TOroBOpUMCs, — OTBETHJIA $1, TIPsTYa CIIUHY B YTOJ.

— A 5 Tak MocMOTPIO! — MOCTIBIIIANICS CMEX, & OHA BOIILIA B CTEHY.

S TyT Ke oTolIa B LIEHTP KOMHATHI, KaK BIPYT YCJblaia 1iay.

— Xouy XBOCT! — CJIBIIIAJICS] KAIIPU3HBIA TO0COK. — [Tokaku MHE XBOCT, W 51 Oyay IJ1aKaTh!
Crplumine, S yxe IoYTH ravy!

— 3auem Tebe MOUM XBOCT? — CIIPOCHJIA 51, HEMHOTO HE IMOHKMMAsi, I0YeMY OHA K HeMy Ipulle-
MAJIACH.

— XBoct! — moTpedoBaIN y MeHsl, TOSBJIASCH IPSMO B TIEHTPE KOMHATHI.

— Xoporo! Bor tebe XBocT, — caanach s, mogHUMast 100Ky. ['ps3b Ha IUIaThe yKe 3acoXJIa,
M03TOMY CIIEpeH IJIaThe MOYTHU He Crudanoch.

S obepHynack, BUisl, Kak MaJIeHbKOE MPUBU/IEHUE PACCMATPUBAET XBOCT U TSHET K HEMY PYKHU.
OHa 3aKMypurIIach U TPUKOCHYJIACh K HeMy. S TouyBCTBOBAJIA JIMIIIL XOJIOJOK B TOM MECTe, Tjie ObLIH
ee MaJIblLIbl.

— 41 xouy cHOBa CTaTh YeJIOBEKOM! — MOCIIBIIIAJICS TOJIOCOK, a 51 YIMBIEHHO BCKUHYJIa OpOBb. —
Des-pest, UCTIOTHU MOE KeslaHue !

OHa KperKo 3aKMypUJIach, a MOTOM OTKpPbLIA I[71a3a, OCMAaTPUBAs CBOU MOIYIIPO3PAUHbIE PYKH.
1 Bce ellle He MOHMMAJIA, YTO MPOUCXOAUT, IOITOMY BHUMATEILHO CMOTpEIa, Kak JIeBOYKA OIJIsIbl-
BaeT cedst co Bcex CTopoH. Kak BApYT ee riia3za HaIMIIUCh Cle3aMH.

— Yto cnyuynsioch? — Cripocuia s, HAKJIOHUBIIIUCDH K HEM.

— [Nama... mama Bcerga roBOpui... — BCXJIMIIbIBAJIA JIEBOYKA, pacTUpas JUUIO pykamu. — OH
TOBOPUJI, YTO €CJIM BCTPETUIID (Pero, HYKHO MPUKOCHYThCS K €€ XBOCTY WJIM KPbUIbSIM, U TOT/Ia TBOE
KeslaHue 00s13aTeNbHO cOyieTcsi! 3HauuT Thl — He HacTostiast dest!
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Sl cMoTpena Ha peIAAIOIIEro NpY3paka U He 3HaJla, YTO JIENaTh.

OHa pacTBOpUIIaCk, a 1 OCTaIach NOCpPeau KOMHATHI oqHa. Ha crose ctosi nuchbMeHHbIN MpH-
00p, a s IpeICTaBuIIa, Kak BOJHYIOTCS 1571 U TeTs. Tem Oortee, uto y Tetu cnadoe cepare! [Tostomy,
TMOJIb3YSACh CITYYaeM, sl pelIniia UX YCIIOKOUTb.

CayB nbuTh ¢ TIpUOOpA, s IpoBepuyIa YepHIIbHUITY. Ha oHblke erie Obuti YepHmia. OHU
Obl BBICOXJIM, €CJI Obl YSPHUJIbHHILY BOBPEMsI He 3aKpbUTH. B35B IMCTOK Oymaru v, CTpsIXHYB C HETO
MBLJIb, S ceJla MUCaTh ITMCHMO.

— [loporvie s U TeTs1, — Halucana s, BUsi, Kak CTpEMHUTEIbHO MOPTUTCS 32 OKHOM MOrofia. —
[Toropa y Hac omimyHas!

Ha ynuue nonHsuicsa Berep. B komHare BAPYT CTajio MpayHo, CEPO U HEYIOTHO.

— CostHIle CBETHT BOBCIO, — HAMMCANA s, BUJISA, KAK CHU3bIE TyYl COOMPAIOTCS B JIOXK/Ib.

«Y-y-y-y!», — cTpaiiiHo 3aBbIBajl BeTep B KAMUHHBIX TpyOax, 3acTaBiisisi MeHs exkuTcs. [ e-1o
XJIOTajia CTBOPKA OKHA.

— Mu1 to6panuck 6e3 npukmodeHuid. Mol Myx BefieT ceOs1 04eHb JJackoBo. OH MPOCTO OKpy-
KU MeHs 3a00TOM, — BbIBEJIA 51 CTPOUKHU.

Sl crammna ¢ Kpeciia AbIpsBbIA NBUIbHBIN IIJ1€] M IIMBITHY/1a HOcoM. [1ne 3auenuiics 3a crapyio
JOCKY 1 mopBavics. 51 3arisiHya B IBIPKY, TIOCOIIENa U HAKMHYJIA ero Ha ceOsl.

— U mo6oBbio, — BbIBeNa s, Mogdupast 0350111Me HOrU B XpYycTsiliee Moo MHOU Kpecio. —
MUIIY 3TO TMHUCHMO B POCKOITHOM IOMECThE, KOTOpOe MYX IMOJAapU MHE B KayeCcTBe CBajIeOHOrO
MoJapKa.

3By4aJIo OYE€Hb COJTHUIHO!

— OHO OYeHb NMPOCTOPHOE, — HAIKCAJIA $, CJBIIIA, KAK BETEP XJIONAET ABEPbMU U CTBOPKOU. —
U kpacusoe.

[ocnblmancs Takol rpoxoT, YTO 3aCTABUII MEHS TOACKOYUTb.

31



K. 10. IOpam. «7KeHa c XxBocTOM»

I'maBa 26

4l Gpocumach K OKHY, BUAS, KaK 3aBaJIMJIaCh MaJleHbKas JeKOpaTHBHAsI OallleHKa CIIpaBa.

Be3 GarieHkr OHO OYeHb KpacuBOe. DTO TOYHO.

Tax, yem OBl e11ie YCIIOKOUTD A0 U TeTI0?

— 41 Teneph NosHONpaBHas X03s1iKa MOMECThs, — 3aMETHJIA 51, CJIBIILA IPOXOT BHU3Y. Buanmo,
npu3pak Oyuryer. — Y MeHs LieJIblil IITaT MPUCIYTd, KOTOpasi BHITIOIHAET BCE MOU Karlpy3bl.

4l Bcrasa, oOoILIa CTON BOKPYT M 33/IepHYJIa ITOPbI, YTOOBI CECTh HAa MECTO.

— B ofmem, — Hanmcana s, Cibla, Kak IPOXKHUT JIIOCTPA, BOET BETep, a IJe-TO BHIBAIMBACTCS
BETX0e OKHO. — §1 cuaciuBa!

ITocTaBuB TOUKY, 5 CJIOKMJIA TUCBMO M TIOJIOKUIIA Ha cToll. [ 1aBHOe, 4TOOBI Marmyeckas novra
padorana!

Ectp xoTenock HeMMoBepHO. {1 mepexaana HeNmorogy, TUXO BCXJIMIBIBAS M OOHMMas KOJIEHH.
Haiins npunmaHoe 6ertoe miathe, st moMepsiyia ero, OOHapyKUB, YTO OHO MHE y)KacHO BeJIMKO. Bkito-
YMB I'yAAIIUIA 30JI0TOI KpaH, s OCTOPOXKHO IIPOBEPUJIA BOAY.

Bopna 6pu1a ropsiuasi. Bee-taku mMarus eme padotaer. Beirpedasi 3 BaHHBI CyXHe€ JIMCTBSI, S
HaOpaJsia BOJbl ¥ MOMNbITAJIACh BBIAABUTH U3 KAKOI'O-TO CTApOro MblIbHOIo ¢iakoHa Mbuto. Koe-kak
JOMBIBLINCD, 51 BBUIE3/A U 3aKyTaJlach B MOJIOTEHIIE.

IToToMm £ B3s71a CTYJ U pelInia caoMaTh ero.

— Tel yTO nmenmaenib?! — mocnplANCA BO3MYIIEHHBIN TOJlOC NMPpUBKAEHUS. — Thl HE MMeelllb
npasa! DTo JOOUMBIIA CTYJ MOETO Tartbl !

— XopoI1o, — coriacuiach s, NOIISbIBAsA C ONACKOM HA NMPU3PAYHYIO IEBOYKY. — S BO3bMY
apyroii! $1 comana crapblil CTyI, HECKOJIBKO pa3 yAapuiia UM 00 IoJ M CTajla pa3kKurath KaMuH.

PactpemnaB KMCTOUKY XBOCTa, 5 CyILIMJIa €€ BMECTE C BOJIOCAMH.

— Huuero, — B370XHyna 5, A BOKpYr. — f crnenaio 31o nmoMmectse KpacusbiM! Bcem Ha
3aBUCTB !
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B 3TOT MOMEHT OTBaMIach cTapasi KapTuHa ¢ rBo3/s. Tak, Hy’KHO OTIIPaBUTb MUCBMO U CXO-
JWThH B JEPEBHIO, YTOOBI KYIIUTD €]Ibl.

4 mepeonenack B 6eJIOCHEKHOE TIIaThe, €AUHCTBEHHOE, KOTOPOE TOJONUIO MHE IO pa3Mepy.
OHO ObIJIO HEMHOTO BEJIMKOBATO, SIBHO Ha JIEBYIIKY TOBBIIIIE, HO s pelIMIa, YTO M Tak conzer. Kak
roBoprJIa TeTsl: «YeM JmHHee 100Ka, TeM MEHbIIIE HEPUATHOCTE! | ».

CryCTUBILHCH 10 HEKOrJa POCKOIIHOW JIECTHUIIE BHU3, 51 YCIBIIAIA KaJOOHBIN IUIad MpH-
3paka. MHe ObUIO ee UCKPEHHE KaJlb, HO 5 [IOKa HUYeM ITIOMOYb HE MOIJIA.

JIBepb OTKPBLIACh C TAKMM CKPUIIOM, YTO Y MEHS BOJIOCHI HA XBOCTE BCTAJIM AIOOM.

BnepBble 3a Bce Bpems 37€Ch 51 YBUJIENa, KaK sIPKOE COJHBIIIKO NMPpeoOpaxkaeT 3apoCIumii cal.
Ceiiyac OH He Ka3aJicsi MpauHbIM, a HA00OPOT, HAOMHHAJI JPeMYyYHii ¥ KpacuBbIi Jiec. Ha nmucthsax
CUPEHU 3aCThUIM CBEpPKAIOIME KalejabKU BOABI, a s HAlIPaBUJIAch 1O CaJlOBOW JIOPOXKKE B CTOPOHY
MIOYTOBOT'O AIIUKA.

OTKpBIB €ro, 51 3acyHy’sa nucbMo. OHO 3aCBETUIIOCh, HO He ucuesno! S ele pa3 BeITalumia ero
Y 3aCyHYJa, KaK BAPYT MMChMO 3aCBETUIIOCh U PACCHINAJIOCh CBEPKAIOIIMMU UCKOPKAMHU.

— Haperoch, 4To OHM ero nosy4var, — MpoLIenTaa s, HOXJIONaB KOrJa-To KPacUBbIN AIIUK.

JlepeBHs1, HaBepHOe, TaM. §l TOCMOTpeJIa Ha 3apOCILyIO TPOIKY, BEAYLLYIO B I'TyOUHY Jieca. MHe
ObLJIO KaK-TO CTPAIIHOBATO, HO 51 MEAJIEHHO MOILUIA 110 TPOIIKE.

Jlec craHoBWMIICS Bee ryie U MpauHee. [lepeBbsi HaBUCAJIM HAaJJO MHOM, IBITAsICh 3aLIETIUTh BET-
Kamu, cioBHO menTaiau: «He xonu! He xonu!». B Kakoil-To MOMEHT MHE NIOKa3aJ10Ch, YTO 32 MHOM
KTO-TO CJIEIUT B TEHU AEPeBbeB. S MPsAMO MOUYBCTBOBAJIA B3MJISA U3 YaLlIHU.

Pe3ko oOepHYBIINCh, 51 YBU/IEJIa BBICOKMI CTPaHHBIA CUJTY3T, KOTOPBIA CTOST U CMOTpPEJ Ha
MEHS YyTh CBETAIIMMUCS IJIa3aMH.
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[NepenyraBimce, s 3aKpuyana u Opocuiach O6exarh, HO KOrja 0OepHyach, TO CHITyITa ke He
obL10. Heyxkenu MHe nokasanoch?

Ort crpaxa s 3a0bu1a 000 BceM Ha cBere. C yKacoMm 51 paccMaTprBaja OrPOMHBIE JEPEBbsl,
3apOCJIH KOJIIYETro KYCTApPHUKA, TOKPBITOTO Ar0JaMHU, MIEPEIUIETEHHE BETOK U TPaBy, HA KOTOPYIO YKe
yIaJim xKenrsle JucThbsl. Kaxercs, s counacek ¢ joporu!

CrpaHHOE 4yBCTBO 3aCTaBUJIO OCTAaHOBUTBCA. Bce BOKPYT MOKa3a10Ch TAKMM 3HAKOMBIM, XOTh
s paHblle U He ObUIa B JIECY HUKOT/A.

— Ocpenusi. .. — mo3BaJ HE3HAKOMBIN TUXHIA Tosoc. S 0OepHy1ach, HO TaM HUKOTO He OBbLIO.

— Oc¢penus, — noHeccss 40 MEHs T0JI0C C JIPYroil CTOPOHBI, HO KOrja sl 0OepHyY/ach, TaM TOXE
ObL10 1mycTo. TObKO BETKH LIy pIIAJIH.

— Odpenus. .. — menTain Jiec, NOKa g MOJO3PUTENIBHO OCMATPUBAJIACH IO CTOPOHAM.

— 41 He 3Ha10 HUKaKy0 Odenuio, — MpoIenTaa s, HO BeTep NpuHec wenot: «Odenus. . .».

B stecy 6pu10 MpauHoO, cpeau fepeBbeB Kiryousicst TyMaH. [lepBbie 3Be3/1bl CBEpKaIi HA HOYHOM
HeOe, a MHE YKe IIepex0oTesIoCh UITH B IEPEBHIO.

— Odenus, — menTan jec, Noka s BXUMasa rojoBy B Iuleud. Kak BIpYr s BbIIIUIA HA TPOITY
U y’KacHO 00paJoBasach.

BpocuBIIMCch Mo TPONUHKE 0OPATHO, 51 CIIBIIIANA, KaK BHYTPH YTO-TO IermdeT uMsi: «Odensi».
Kak 6yaro nec koro-to 30BeT!

4l He 3ameTHITa, Kak BhIOEKasIa OOPATHO K TIOMECTHIO, CIIBIIIA, KaK JIEC HUKaK He MOKET YTOMO-
HUTbCA. JJolAs 10 MOUTOBOIO SIMKa, s yBUAena nucbmo. HaBepHoe, 310 OT 111 1 TeTu!

3acyHyB pyKy I10 JIOKOTb, 5 BHITAIIMIIA aKKYPaTHBIA KOHBEPT. bpoBu nosesnu Ha 100, Korja s
yBUJIeJIa He3HAKOMBIH nouepK. OH ObUT pOBHBIN U YETKHH, OyKBa K OyKBe.

CaepHyB nevars, s1 OTKpbUIa IIMCbMO U CTaJla YATaTh, OCMAaTPUBASACh 110 CTOPOHAM.
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— 41 Tak MOHMMAI0, YTO BaC 3aMHTEPECOBAI IEHBI U, IO3TOMY BBIOOP I1aJ1 HAa MEHS, — [TPOUUTaIA
s iepBble cTpouku. — Hy uTo k. BOT JOKyMeHTHI Ha oMecTbe, cofepkanue 51 Oyay OTIpaBsATh BaM
KaXkIylo Heslemo, Kak 1 odernan. BaMeH Bbl 00s13yeTech He IOKUIATh TIOMECThE, HE MOSIBIISTHCS B
CTOJUIIE, NTOKA CKaHJIJl HE YTUXHET M He UCKaTh CO MHOM BCTpeud. S mocraparoch NpUJIOKUTb BCe
yCHITHUS1, 9TOOBI €T0 BEIMYECTBO KaK MOKHO CKopee 3a0buT 00 3TOM MHLIMJIeHTe Ha Oaity. Toraa MoxHO
Oynet opopMUTh pa3Bojl. Barl cynpyr, — npounTana s, Kak BAPYT CHOBA yBUJENA CUITYIT, CTOSIMNA
BO3JIE JlepeBa.

JlepHyBIIMCH, 51 OpocKIach B CTOPOHY TIOMECThsI M 3aKpbuIa ABepb. Mamouku! Kakoii yxac!

Ha Bcsikuii ciyvaii sl CABMHYJIA 3aHAaBECKY, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, HE TpecieayeT JIU KTO MEHs.
Bpone 6b1 HEKOTO He OblT0! Hy 1 KyTKOE 311ech MecTeuko!

Sl nepeunTana cMATOE MMCbMO, YyBCTBYs, KaK BHYTpU HapacTaeT oouza. Het, ¢ oHOM CTOpOHBI
BCE CJIOKUIJIOCH KaK HeJb3s JTyulte! A ¢ Jpyroi CTOpOHHI. .. I CHoBa mocMoTpesia Ha IMCbMO, IIMBbIT-
HyJIa HOCOM ¥ CTUCHYJIa 3yOBI.

B nome 6pUI10 MpayHO M THXO, TIO3TOMY $I pelInia MepechuIeTh B IOMe.

OuHysach 5 Ha MBUTBHOM JAMBaHUYMKE, KaK TOJIBKO yCIbllIasa 3BYK KapeTbl. CHavasia s Mofy-
MaJia, 4To MHe nokasasock! Ho norom, s pemmia BeIISIHYTh B OkHO. M mpaBia! Bosne noma crosiia
yepHas Kapeta. Heyxenu oH npuexai 3a MHOI?

Cepare 06paoBanoch U UCIYTaIOCh OTHOBPEMEHHO, TIO9TOMY 51 OCTOPOKHO BBIIIUIA U3 I0OMAa,
BU/IS1 MPAYHOTO Ky4epa U Ty caMy KapeTy, B KOTOPOil MeHs Clojia IPUBE3JIH.

— X0351H BeJiell epesiaTh BaM ely M Koe-Kakue Bely, — OypKHYJ Kydep. — Bece B kapere!

— Benen nepenarb MHe efty? — Cripocuia 51, OCTOPOXKHO OTKpPbIBasi ABEPLLY.

35



K. 10. IOpam. «7KeHa c XxBocTOM»

I'nasa 30

S 0CTOpPOXKHO B34J1a CBEPTOK, a KapeTa TYT ke nocnemuia yexars. CTos BO3Je BOpPOT, 5 IIpU-
’KMMaJa K I'pyu MOCBIIKY, U MHE ITOYEMY-TO BCIIOMHWJICA nonenyi. CJI0BHO BHYTPH 9TOTO TEMHOTO
YeJIoBeKa eCTh YTO-TO CBETIOE, HEXKHOE, CIIOCOOHOE JIOOHTh.

— Odpenus, — ycnplana s rojaoc, Kak BIPYT yBHJIENIAa BO3JIE AEpPEBa TOT CaMblil CTPALIHBIN
CUJIYST C e[]Ba 3aMETHO TOpAIIMMH IJ1a3aMHU.

Sl cpenana miar Hazaj, Kak BAPYT CWIIYST cAenal mar Bnoepeq. Ilepeno MHO# CTOsT BBICOKUIA
HEBEPOATHO KPACHBBI MyK4MHA ¢ OEJIOCHEKHBIMH Boslocamu. He3Hakomerl ObuT O/ JHBIN, CIIOBHO
HUKOI/1a HE BUJIEJT COJTHLIA, B POCKOIIIHOM OZIEK/1€, CBEPKAIOLIEH IparolleHHbIMU KAMHSIMHU U B KOPOHE,
HAINIOMMHAIOIIEH OCTpble OCKOJIKH JIbAa. By y Hero O6pu1 KakOW-TO YTOHYEHHO — BEJTMYECTBEHHBIM.
«OH ¢aupu!», — 0OCEHUIIO MEHs, KaK BAPYTr MHE cTajio cTpaiHo. Hey:xenu 3aeck Bonsres ¢avpu?

— Bbl... BB KTO? — niepenyrasach s, 4yBCTBYs, KaK XBOCT MOJ)KUMAETCs K HOTe.

— Odpenus! — mocipIIaiCs roioc, a HE3HAKOMEL] BIIPYT CXBATHJI MEHs U IIPYKaJl K ce0e, 3acTaB-
JIs151 BUIPOHUTB MOCHUIKY. — Tl kuBa. .. 1 mymaut, uro mogu Teds yorm! Hakonen-to 51 Hammen Teds!

—IIpoctute, Bbl 0003HANUCH, — JEPHYJIACH 5, YIIUPASICh PyKaMu eMy B Ipyab. — 51 — He Odenus!
Mens 30ByT Amenus! U ... Y Bbl MeHs ¢ KeM-To IyTaere!

— 51 He mory TeOs nepernyTathb! S cieann 3a TOOOM! — ynep:kaau MEHs OT HOMBITKH COEeKaTh.

— Tak 310 ObIIM BBI? — cripocuiia s1, TpeOys1, 9ToOB MeHs oTmycTiii. Ho MeHs Bee erne aep-
Kau.

— 3HauuT, KOrga YHUUTOKWIN CTONUILLY (DIVPHU, Tl KAKUM-TO 4y[AOM BBUKWIIA, — ITOCIIBIILIAJICS
roJIoC, a MEHsl, CJIOBHO HE CJIBILLIAIIH.

— Cromuny ¢aupu? — cripocuiia s, IOHMMas, YTO OH — CyMAaCIIEAIMA. A OT CyMaclIeAInX
€CTh OTVIMYHOE CPEJCTBO 3aIuUThl. [IpouHas 1Beps.

Sl conpoTuBsiack, Kak MOIVIa, U aXe YKyCHUJIa €ro 3a pyKy, TpeOys, YTOObl MEHsI OCTaBUJIM
B nokoe. Hukakas 1 ve Openmusa! A — Amenus!

— Odpenus! Ilpekparu! Moxer, XBaTUT NPUKUIBIBATHCA? — TPEOOBAIM Y MEHS, MBITASCh MTPU-
KaTb K ceOe. Tak, OH CHIIbHEe, a 9TO 3HAYUT, YTO. ..
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— Benomun Mue, Oenust! — TpsxHy M MeHsI 3a 1eud. Ha e qHbIX, ATTMHHBIX MaJIbax CBepK-
HYJIO CTpaHHOe KoJibllo. Ha MrHOBEHbe MHE MOKa3aJloch, YTO B HEM CIIpATaHa Kakas-TO Marus. —
Bcenomunain!

S mopo3puTenbHO BcMaTpuBasiach B OjieHOE JULO He3Hakomua. OH ObUI KpacuB KaKOW-TO
CTPaHHOW, HEUYEJIOBEUECKOM KPAacoTOM. 3eJIEHbIE I71a3a YyTh CBETUJIMCh B TEMHOTE, @ BOKPYI HUX
3aJIENVIN 3710BEIMe TeMHble TeHU. OT 3TOro Iiia3a Ka3ajuch €lle Spue U HAIOMUHAIN JParoleHHbIe
KaMHHU. beJsible BOJIOCH!, JIMIIEHHBIE XOTh KAKOTO-HUOY/Ib OTTEHKA KPACUBBIMU BOJTHAMM CITYCKAJIMCh
10 TUIeYaM.

Opnexa He3HaKOMIIa OblTa 3eJIeHOH, B TOH IJ1a3 M CBEpKaJa IParolieHHBIMHA KaMHSIMHU.

— 51 movyBCTBOBAJ TBOM Yaphl TaM, B YeloBedecKoi cronuie. U mpitancs 1e0si OCTaHOBUTH, —
IIPOM3HEC HE3HAKOMEL, COIIYPUB KPACHBBIE I71a3a.

W TyT g BcHOMHMJIA BETKH, KOTOPBIE LEIUISUIMCh 32 MOIO 00Ky, CJIOBHO HE ITycKasi MeHs. 3Ha-
YUT, 3TO ObUTK Yapbl! A 5 1 He 3HauIa!

—41... 1 BcnomHuIIa, — nporenrana 5. — Kaxercs, s Bac 3Hawo... [la, Touno! §1 Bac 3Haio!

— HakoHen-To, — BBIJOXHY/I HE3HAKOMEII, YCMEXHYBIIUCh, 1 OCIA0MII XBaTKY.

A 3ps!

JloBKuM ynapoM, Kak MeHs y4uJl Jsi/s, s 3aCTaBUJIa €ro COTHYThCS MOMO0JIaM, a cama CXBaThiia
MOCBUIKY M OpOCHJIach B CTOPOHY JIOMa. 3albIXaBLINCh, 51 3aKpbLIa 32 COOOM ABEPb.

— ®yd! — ripkHYyNa g, KOBBUISAS B CTOPOHY CTONMMKA. — Benmomuu MeHs! Benomuu! Moker,
OH M3 KYCTOB 32 MHOH MOAIJIA/AbIBA!

S1 nepenpasHuiIa ero u BpeaHo 3aconesa. I1ooxuB pyku Ha JIEHTY, s1 OepexHO ee pa3Bs3aa.
[Mporrypmana nmouyroBast Oymara, a s yBUIesa XJe0, BSUICHOE MsICO CO CHELMSIMU M MHOTO Yero BKYyC-
HEHBKOTO.

— 3aBTpa g 1oy 1o nepeBHU! — pemnia 4, yiieras eny. [Ipuspak Mosryait, Bely He IeBesu-
suck. Ho eciti npuciymarbcesi, To Ka3anoch, OTKY/Ia-TO U3/ajieKa JJOHOCUThCS TUXUI AETCKUH I1J1ad.

— MozxeTt, He Hajlo IJIakaTh, a? — MOMPOCKHIIA 5, OCMATPUBasl MbUIbHYIO JIOCTPY. — Thl XOTh
CKa’XM, 4TO 32 JKeJIaHHUe Thl 3ara/ipiBasia?

ITpu3pak BHE3aHO NOSABUIIACH MPSAMO U3 110714, pacTUpasi ria3a pyKamH.

— I XoTena cHOBa CTaTh KMBOM, — B3/IOXHY/IA OHA, IIPOJIETasi MUMO JUBaHa. — A Tebe Kakoe
neno?

— Chymaii, — ycMexHyJach s, 3aBopaurBasi ely. — 3aueM Tebe CHOBa ObITh )K1BOW? BBITH 1pu-
3pakoM 3710 ke 310poBo! S Obl cama xortena craTh npuspakoM! ’KuBbele HE MOTYT XOIUTh CKBO3b
CTEHBI, & Thl MOXEIIb!

— Mory, — KMBHYJIO IPUBHUJICHHUE, PACITIPABIIsIS CBOIO HOUHYIO pyOarky. [leBouka 3aMeTHO ycIio-
KOMJIACh.

— JKuBble HE MOI'YT JIeTaTh, a Thl MOXELIb! — MPOJOJIKAIA 5, BUJA, KAK OHA CMOTPUT Ha MEHS
OOJIBIIMMHU IT1a3aMHU.

— Jla, HO 51 HE MOTY BBIMTH U3 AOMa, — MOCJIbILIAJICS TOJIOCOK YK€ C3a/11 MEHSI.

— 3Haerlb, — Mojkana ryosl 51, CBOpaunBasi JJEHTY U MOBS3bIBasI €10 BOJIOCHL— $1 ObI Ha TBOEM
MecTe He OYeHb Obl XOTeJsIa BBIXOIUTh U3 oMa!
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S nomymaa u no6aBuna.

— Tam GpouTh Kako-TO Ticuxonar!

— ToT, KOTOPBII 3arMIsbIBAET Ceuac B OKHO? — CIIPOCHII ITPU3PAK, a s HOAMPHITHY/IA OT HEOXKH-
IaHHOCTH, 000pavYMBasich. Bo3jie OKHa ¥ MTpaB/ia CTOSLT CHITY3T, KOTOPBIA PacTBOPHIICS.

— Tak, HamM HYKHO TYT Bce OTMBITh! A TO y Hac TyT yxkacHo rpsizHo! Ilpsmo yxac HaBoaut! —
PELIMTENILHO MPOU3HECA 5, BCE elle KOCSACh B CTOPOHY OKHA. C TPyJOM OTBICKaB TPSAIIKY U Belpa,
s peluia HayaTh ¢ XoJuia.

Crapblii BEHUK CMETaJI CyXHUe JIMCThsI, KOTOPbIE, BUIMMO, BIICTEITH C TOPHIBOM BETpa B pa3ouTOe
OKHO. §I craparesbHO OTTHpaIa MoJI, MoJ3as C TPAIKOU.

— 41 — Monopel, — BBIOXHYJA 51, KaK BAPYT IMOHsIA, YTO OTTEepJia BCEro JIMIIb TPeTh Xouia. 5
MIepEHOCHUIIa BE/IPO XBOCTOM, CTapaTeIbHO HATUpast TUTUTKY, YTOOBI MOM0O0BaThest. — Hudero, ckopo
31ech OyAeT YMCTO U YIoTHO! XOTh TocTel npuHuMaii!

UtoObl HEe BHIXOIUTD HA YIIUILY, 51 peLIIa MOIHATHCS HA BTOPOM 3TaX, OTKPHITh OKHO U BBITPSIX-
HYTb U3 CTAPOro MOKPBIBAJIA JIUCThS U POUMI Mycop. OTpsIXHYB MbUIbHOE MOKPBIBAJIO, 51 BIPYT YCIIbl-
I1ajia Kaliejab BHU3Y.

CHauana 51 He MOHsIa, a TOTOM YBUJIEJIA YEPHYIO KAPETY, CTOAILYIO 32 BOPOTAMH.

YV MeHs 11a3 IepHyJIcs, KOrja s ycbliaia SPOCTHBINA CTYK B IBEPb.

— Mamouku! — npoientarna s, IJistHyB BHU3 U YBUJIEB POCKOLTHBIA KOCTIOM, TIOKPBITHIN MbLIBIO.
3a JBEpbIO CTOST MOW MY3K, KallllsAs U IPOTUpas J1a3a.

$I MrHOBEHHO 3aKpblia OKHO M 3aMeTajiach 1o KomHare. Her, 51 gaxe He mogymaio OTKpbIBaTh!
Hw 3a uro!

VBuaeB mkad, st OpKHyJa B HEr0 U MPUTANIACD.

— 4l nomwna B AepeBHIO, a MEHsI CheJI BOJIKM! — MpOIIIenTana si, IPUCIyIIUBAsACh K CTYKY.

— 3/1ech BOJIKY HE BOSTCS, — IIMBITHYJT ITpU3pak. Ee rojioBka ¢ OyKJIsiMH BOJIOC IPOIILIA CKBO3b
IJIOTHO 3aKPbIThIE CTBOPKHU.

— Xopollio, 51 Cly4yaitHO 3a0IyInIach B Jiecy, MEHsI HAllLUTH €KUKHU U YCHIHOBIIIU ! — MPeono-
KUJa s, npuciymuBasch. — Kopoue, meHs Het gomal

— K0 310? — cipocu npuspak, moka ABepb BHU3Y XOIWJIA XOIAYHOM, CIIOBHO €€ BHIHOCHJIH.

— DT0 MO MYXK, — MpOLLIENTasa 5, BXXAMas roJI0BY B IJIEUH.

— Tornma 51 emy Bce pacckaxy! — MOCHBIIIANICS KOBAPHBIN rojoc npuspaka. — [Ipsmo ceityac
paccKaky, ecii Thl He TTooOeIaelb MHe, 4T OyJelb UrpaTh CO MHOW KaX/Ibli JICHB !

— OH — Benukuid THKBU3UTOp, — 3aMeTHIIA 1, KAK BIPYT MPU3PaK JEPHYIACh U TPOCOUYMIACH
KO MHE.

— 4 TyT ¢ TOOOH MOCKKY, JIaAHO? — CTPAHHBIM CIIPOCHJIA OHA, CaJsACh PSAAOM. — MeHs Toxke
HeT nomal

«Bym-OyM-OyM!», — TIOCTIBIIIATIOCH BHU3Y, @ MbI TIEPETJISTHYJIHCh.

— Ecnu Tl HeMeJIeHHO He OTKPOEIlb, s BBLUIOMAIO ABePb,— MOCBIIIANICS TOJIOC CHU3Y.

— Tam Bo3/Ie JBEpU CTOMT BEIPO C TPSI3HOM BOMOM, — MpoIlenTania s, a ra3 aepHyics. — Hy
MPSIMO BO3JIe —BO3JIE. . .

— Ham koHel1, — IIMBITHYJIO HOCOM MPUBUJICHUE.

[Mocnpimaicst rpoxoT, 3BOH U TUIECK, a CIISIOM MpauHblid rojyioc: «$1 cefiuac 1ebs1 Halay U Kak
BBIPaKYy CBOE BOCXUIIIEHHE !».
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51 HepBHO TepeOmia XBocT. [Ipu3pak cupena psaoM U TPsICiIach.

— IIpenecrHo! Ilpocto npenecTHO! — ciblIancs MpayHblid FOJIOC U TPOXOT BeApa. — S u3ymiieH,
BOCXMIIIEH U 3HAIO, I7Ie BaC IOXOPOHUTB !

41 3akycuna ry0y, cogporasich OT FpOXoTa ero Iaros.

— J1aObI He mepeyToMIIATh ce0sl, CKaxy, YTO y MEHS €CTh OTJIMYHbIM KOCTIOM JJIsI BalllUX MOXO-
POH, — MpayHO 3aMEeTHJI TOJIOC MYXKa, a 51 ¢ o0leryeHreM oOHapyKUJia, YTO OH MPOIIeST MUMO KOM-
HATHI.

— MozkeT, Thl HOrpEMHUILL YeM-HUOYAb? — CIPOCUJIA S, TJISIAS Ha IPUBUACHUE.

— TeGe Ham0, THI U IpeMU, — OTO3BAJIACH OHA IernoToM. OT Hee I XOJMOA0K, MOITOMY pyKa
ClpaBa MOKPbLIACH MY PAIIKaAMH.

U dero 310 oH siBuiics? [Ipuuem, Tak ObicTpo? OH Xe He XOTesl MEHs BUICTh!

— Mapawm, 51 MedTalo yBUIETh Bac B CJAEIYIOUIMI pa3 KPACUBOW, HAPSJHOM C 3aKPBHITHIMU TJIa-
3aMU, OKPYKEHHOU Oe3yTEeTHBIMUA POICTBEHHUKAMHU, — MPAUHBIH FOJIOC U IIard MPUOINKATHCH.

[TpurmnaB K TOHEHbKOI CBETJION ILEJH, 51 C 3AMUPAHUEM CepIlia ClIe/Ina 3a TeM, KaK OH OTPSIXU-
BaeT OenocHekHbI KocTioM. O, Kak ke oH ObUT KpacuB B HeM! TeMHble BOJIOCHI Ka3aIUCh YEPHBIMH,
KpacHBblil MpoWIb HAMTOMUHAJ MPUHLIEB U3 CKA3KH, a CBUPENO pa3ayBaloIIMecss HO3APU TOHKOTO
ApUCTOKPATHUECKOTO HOCA, HAMEKAJIH, UTO B OJIMKaiiliee BpeMsl MHE TIPEJICTOUT COrPEThCsl B JTydax
CJIaBbI U KOCTpA.

®yx! 4 MbicneHHO yTepria mot co J0a, Korjaa CUIy3T Myka Ucde3, a IBepb CKpUIHYJa. 3aTo
PSI0M MOCIIBIIAJICS CTPAHHBIN HIOPOX.

— Tol uTO fE... — HAYaNa 51, BUAS, KaK MPU3PaK CMOTPUT HA MEHS U3BUHSIONIUMCS B3IJISIIOM.
[Maru B KOpUAOpe 3aMepiu, Kak BAPYT ABEPb CKPUITHYJIA U XJIOMHYJIA.

[TpuBHaeHuUE TYT e UCUE3NI0, PO CKBO3b CTEHKY IKada u creHy! IIBepsp 1mikada CKpHIl-
HYyJa, a s B y’kace 3a0uiach B TeMHbIH yroi. Her, npuBuaenuem Obith Xxopotio! Yto Obl He roBopuiu!
On! U o1 nporen ckBo3b CTeHy !

— 3HauuT, BOT BBI [JI€, — OCJIBILLIAJICA MPAYHBIA TOJIOC. MEeHs BBITAILMIIA HAPYKY, IOKA 5 OTYa-
SIHHO TIPSITajia XBOCT 10j1 100Ko#. CyJist IO B3NSy MY’Ka, KOTOPBIH Jepkajl MeHs 3a TUIeU0, 51 CKOpO
caMa CMOTY XOIWTh CKBO3b CTEHBI !
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B mputbHOM 3epKalie oTpaxkaiach YyMasas 1nocie yOOpKH si, ¥ MOUTH YHUCTBIA MYyK.

— Tbl moyemy B 1mKady npsTanach? — MOCbIIAJICS IOJIOC.

— B nome npuBKaeHue, — npoluienTaia s, peiuB OTOMCTUTb.

— Her 31ech HUKaKoro npuBUIEHUS, — 3aMETUII MYK, OCMaTpPUBasICh.

Hy koHeuHo, korjia B oM Bxogut Benukuil IHKBU3UTOp NMPUBU/IEHUS TIPEIIOYUTAIOT CLIeaTh
BUJI, 9YTO CHOXJIN!

— MasieHbKO# IeBOYKH, — IPOAOJDKIIIA 51, B HAJIEK/IE, YTO MPOJIbIO CBET HA 3TY UCTOPHIO.

MeHs Besu 10 KOPUJOPY BHU3, Iie ObUIO PACIUIECKAHO BEAPO C IpsA3HOM BOgoH. OrpomHas
JIy’Ka Ha Moy ¥ OpbI3rd Ha OEJIOCHEKHOM KOCTIOME HaMEKaJIH, YTO OJ1aroflapHoCTei 3a e/ly U OfekK 1y
He HaJo.

— Bbl camy roBopuiM, 4TO HE XOTUTE BUIETh MEHS, — BhIIUIA 51 HA yauily. COMHEUHbIM CBET
3aJIMBaJl caJl ¥ OWJI B I71a3a, a 51 CIIeiiIa, YTOOBI XBOCT HE TOpYaIl M3-T10]] I0OKH.

— Koposb HacTost1, 4ToOBI cBab0a COCTOSIACh HEMEUICHHO! — MPOU3HEC MYK, BeAs MEHS K
YEPHOU Kapere.

Heyxemm?! Cam koposb HacTosa! 3Ha4nT, MBI €1EM B CTOJIHALLY !

MeHs BTallMIM B KapeTy U CeJli CaMM, 3aXJIONHYB ABEPU OT TyIIH.

— A mpaBja, 4To B 3TUX Jiecax XKUBYT... (paiipu? — cripocuna s, MIsAAs B OKHO, KOrJa Kapera
Tpycuia o gopore. MHe X0Tesoch MPOCTO MOrOBOPUTH, OTOMY UTO 1 Y’KaCHO HEpBHHYaIa!

— Kr0 ero 3Haer, — npousHec MpauHbIM I'0JI0OCOM MOM MYK, IIBITAsICh BBITEPETb IPsI3b IIATKOM.

— A npaBpa, 4to (h3MpH MOXUIIAIOT JIIOAEW ? — CIIPOCKIIA 51, BCIOMUHAS 3TOTO CyMaclle/IIero,
KOTOPBIN CJIeJUIT 32 MHOM.

— Kro ero 3HaeT, — MpayHO OTBETWJIM MHE, CTPSIXMBAs C IJ1eY JIUCThS.

— A MOXeT Takoe ObITh, UTO (PIAUPU CaMU BHIHIYT K JTIOASAM ? — CIIPOCHJIA S, TSI Ha TO, C KAKON
TILATEJILHOCTBIO OH BBITUPAET MbLJIb C Carlor.

— Kro ero 3HaeT, — TeM ke MpayHbIM TOHOM OTBETHJIM MHE, a 51 B3JJOXHYJIA.

— 51 Bam cuIIbHO Hajl0€es1a ¢ BOIpOcaMu? — CIpOCHIIa $, 3arvIs/1bIBasi B JIULIO MYXKY.

— Kr0 Teb6e eme mpo 3T0 paccKakeT, — YCMEXHYJICS OH, 3aAyMUHBO VISl B OKHO.
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S pemmna ymMONKHYTb, IJIsiAs1 B OKHO. KpacaBell cuaen HampoTUB MeHsI M MOlTvall, MoKa s
rajgana, Kyua MeHs Be3yT. BuaumMo, MeHs mpocTo OTBe3yT M MOKaxyT kopomo! Tak yto Huuero
CTpAIHOro!

— Hy, yero Bbl MoTuMTE? — BHE3AITHO MPOU3HEC MO MYXK, a s Jake ynuBuiIach. OH 3aroBOpuI
nepBbIM! — Y MeHS1 HACTPOEHHUE He JI0 KOHIIA UCTIOpUYeHO. Bbl coOupaeTech ero mopTuTh Jasbiie?

Kapera noanpeirnyna, a st B3goxHyna. Ho peimia mpomonyars, IsAs Ha MeJIbKAIOIIMe Aepe-
BbAl.

— CHayvasna MOM CJIyTH Bac OTMOIOT U MIEPEOfIEHYT, a MMOTOM MbI SIBUMCSI K €rO BEJIMYECTBY, —
JOHeccs 10 MeHsI CTIOKOMHBIN ToJ0C, a s B3Aporuyia. YTo 3Ha4uT, OTMOIOT U 1epeoieHyT? 1o uto?
BynyTt nenate ciyru? Torga OHM TOUHO YBUIAT XBOCT U pacckaxyT MHkBuzutopy! Mamouku! Hy:xHo
yTo-TO Aenath! [Tpuuem, HemenieHHO!

— A 1 He mOOITIO, KOTJIa MEHsI CJIYTY OZIEBaIOT, — Havasa 51, B HaJIe)Ke, YTO MHE pa3peliaT 3To
ceJIaTh CAMOCTOSITENBHO.

— 51 Toxxe MHOTO Yero He moOmo. Hanpumep, Bac, — yabIOHy/ IMCh MHE B OTBeT. — Ho 310 Heo0-
XOIUMO Tepe]] BUSUTOM K €ro BEJINYECTBY.

Oi1, mamouku! A Benp Hagexaa Obuial

1 3amerasiach 1o Kapere, Kak BJPYT MOHsIa. Y MeHs HeT Bbioopa. Tonbko Gexars! 9 pacrax-
HYyJIa IBEpIly U BBICKOUYMJIA U3 KApEThl, MOKATUBILIKUCH 0 TPaBe B OBPAXkeEK.

— Croii! — crplmasncs rojioc mo3ajy, a Jomaay 3apxkai. 1 ObICTpo ofiepHYyJIa 3a/1paBIIyIOCs
100Ky, 1 Opocuiiachk Oexarb B caMmylo Jarry. CTpaHHBIM ObLIO TO, YTO BETKH, CJIOBHO CAMU PacCTyTia-
JIMCh TIEPEIOM MHOM, [1aBasi MHE JIOpOry. YIUBHUTEIBHO, HO TaM IJie Yallla Ka3ajaach HempoJIa3HOM,
BAPYT KAaKUM-TO 9yZIOM 0OPa30BBIBAJICS TTPOXO/.

Sl 3agpIxanack ot ObICTPOTO Oera, U3pe/IKa O IbIBasICh, He OSXUT i1 KTO 32 MHOM. He xBaraio,
4yTOOBI CITYT MHE 1of 100Ky Ja3wmmu! Ara, mac! f Tak u pazpermia!

BHezanHo 51 movyBcTBOBasia, Kak MeHs JIOBAT. OT cTpaxa s 3aBU3kKaja, Kak BAPYr yBUjeNa
niepen; coOOit 3eNieHbie T1a3a Toro camoro «Bcromuu meHst!». Kak oH 31ech ouytmicsa? OH ke Kak
OBl ObLT Tam!

S ycnplnana, Kak mo3aau MeHs pasaaercs Xxpyct. OOepHYyBIIUCD, 51 yBUIEIA, KAK CBEPKAIOIIUIA
Meu pa3pyOaeT 3apocCiiy.

— Tw1 most HeBecTa, Odenus, — mocplascs menot. — Thl Most HeBecTa. [ToMHU, YTO Tl — MOsI
HeBecta. TBo# oterl otaan Teds [loaropHomy Koposo!

Sl monbITasack AEPHYTHCS, HO HE3HAKOMeEIl Ucye3, CIIOBHO AbIMKA. OTUasBIIMCh, 1 OPOCHIIACH
Oexarb, KaK BJIPYT CIIOTKHYJAach 00 KOpeHb ¥ ynaya. OTKpbIB I71a3a, 51 BCTaJla HA YEeTBEPEHbKU U
3anoszia 3a OnvKaiIee IepeBo, YToObl MpuTauThesi. KoneHka Oornena, a st cujiesia v MpUCITyIiBa-
J1ach K TPECKY BETOK.
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Hernonaneky nocsliiascs XpycT BETOK, TSKeJble 1Iary, CBUCT Mevya. EquHCTBEHHOE, YTO Ipu-
IIJIO MHE B T'OJIOBY, Tak 3TO 3aTauThcs. KoneHka Oonesna KyTKo, a Mojioj1e 100K MPOCTYNIIIO KpOBa-
BO€ MATHHINIKO. CJI0BHO NEpENyraHHbIN 3BEPEK, 51 3aMepiia, CTapasCh AbIIATH ITOTHULIIE.

Meu npocBucten psjgom, paspyoas Betku. Illaru Obumi Tak OnMU3KO, YTO 5 3aKycwiia ryoy:
“Tonbko Obl He 3aMeTrI1!”. [IpIxaHue ObUIO HACTOJIBKO TSDKEJIBIM, UTO s cama uciyrajiachk. Ho Beicy-
HYTbCSl U3 CBOETO MaJIEHbKOTO HEHAJEKHOTO YKPBITHS TaK M HE PUCKHYJIA.

BHesarHo 51 yBuzena rpsi3Hble canoru ¢ U3bICKaHHBIMU cepeOpsHbIMU 3acTexkKaMu. Mou riiasa
CKOJI3HYJIM IO CBETJIbIM UCIIAYKAHHBIM 1ITaHaM, a IIOTOM HOIHSUIUCD BBILLE.

Caepkaronuii Med B 6eCrolafHoOi pyKe OCIEIUIsI CBOUM OJIECKOM. A 110 HEMY, CIOBHO KPOBb
cTeKaJsia J10kJeBasi Boja. BMecTo ncnaukaHHOro KaMm3oiia, Ha Myxe Oblta Oenasi pa3opBaHHAs BET-
KaMM COpPOYKa C IOPBaHHBIM KPYkeBOM. TeMHbIe BOJIOCH! 00NN €ro OJIeAHOE JIMILIO, a IPYb B3/Ibl-
MaJlach OT TSIKEJIOro M COMBILIETOCs AbIXaHHUS.

BHesarHo ero OpoBM NOIHSINCH, M HA MEHs1, IPUTaUBLIEHCS BO3JIE JiepeBa.

$1 He HalIa HUYero Jiyylle, Kak OpsAKHYTh: “31paBcTByiiTe!”.

— Xopoo rnorysisia? — MOocblIaIcs MpayHblid FOJIOC UHKBU3UTOpA. Meu, KOTOPBI MYXK CXKH-
MaJl B MCLIapallaHHOW BETKaMM PyKe, OH BOH3MWJI C pa3Maxy BOH3WJI B MOX. B 3TOT MOMEHT MHe nokKa-
3aJI0Ch, YTO OH IIPOTKHET MHE HACKBO3b 100Ky M HOry. Ho Med Boles akkyparHoO, Jaxe He 3allelyB.

BeigoxHyB, OH IpHCces U Pe3KO NMOAHSI MeHA Ha pyku. OT ykaca, 4TO OH celyac HalyIaer
XBOCT, 51 4yTb HE JIMIIIJIACh CO3HAHUS. XBOCT KAKUM-TO YYJIOM CIIPATAJICSA MEK/1y HOraMH, U OOBUJICS
BOKPYT' KOJICHKH.

— 41 Tak cyacTMB, A TaK paj, YTO y MEHs €CTb Thl, — MOCIBIIIAJICS TOJIOC, KOI/la MEHS HEC/IU B
CTOPOHY AOpOrd. — BoT MBI cs11eM B KapeTy, ¥ BCIO JOPOry 51 Oyay BOCTOPraTbCsl BallliM MOCTYIKOM !
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BriepBbie B jKU3HU 51 IPUKUMAIACh K €r0 IPYAH, CJbIIIA KaK TYJIKO ObeTCs ero cepite.

“Cepaue, cepaue!”, — MBICJIEHHO LIENTala 5, BCAYIIMBAsACh B €r0 CTYK. — “MokeT, oqHaxapl,
THI MeHS nomoouIL?”.I1

— [loBepsbTe, mpeaessl MOero BOCTOpra He MMEIOT IPaHUIl, — MPAYHO CILTIOHYT MEIAIoIIUe eMy
BoJIochl Myk. Ha ero ckyne kpacoBanach ccaguna. Buaumo, ot BeTKH. — §l rOTOB OUH pa3 HECTH Bac
Ha pyKax B CTOPOHY KJIaJOMIIa, YTOOBI TOTOM JapUTh BaM IIBETHI.

A B3poxuyna. [lnan nposamuics. O6ugno! Yto xe ternepb Oyner? S npencraBuiia juia ciry-
KaHOK, KOTOpbIe pa3/ie/id MeHsI M ¢ KpUKaMu yOeKali JIOKJIaIbiBaTh UHKBU3UTOPY. [IpescraBuia,
KaK s MPWKUMAIO K TPYAU KUCTOUKY XBOCTa, CTOSI B OJHUX MAHTAJIOHAX C JABIPOYKON, KOTOPYIO MHE
BCEr/la aKKypaTHO BbIpe3asa TeTyIIKa.

3a cJI0MaHHBIMHM BETKaMHM MOKa3ajach Hallla KapeTa, KOTOpyIo ocMaTpuBai Kyuep. OH muHan
HOTOI OrPOMHOE KOJIeCO, CJIOBHO MPOBEPSIsl, KAK OHO JEPKUTCS.

MeHs 3aTONKaIM B KapeTy, a yepe3 MUHYTY 3aJIe3/I1 U CENU PSIIOM.

— Kyna oroasuraerecs! $1 Bac yxke 3Hai0! — mpousHec MyXK, OTOpachiBasi MOKpBIE BOJIOCH C
muna. Copoyka HaMOKJIa U oOJieniia ero MomHoe Tejio. Jlake cKkBo3b Oelylo TKaHb ObLTM BUJIEH
penbeHBIN Mpece U IUPOKast HaKayaHHAS TPY/Ib.

S oTron3na K OKHY, HO MEHs TYT K€ B3sJIU 32 TAJMI0 U HEOKUIAHHO MoaTanuiu K cede. Ero
pyKa oOHsi1a MeHsl, a 1 00sJ1ach axe B3JOXHYTb.

— Bbl — nMuHOCTh HeOnaroHajekHasi, — YCMEXHYJCSI OH TOM CaMOM MpPavYHOW YJIBIOKOW. —
[Tostomy Oyzete cueTh Tak.

— Mse... MHe HeyJOOHO, — MpoIIenTasa s, IOHUMasi, YTO He MPUBBIKIA K TOMY, YTOObI MEHS
OOHMMAJIH.

— Heyno6Ho, 310 KOrjma Tebe MpUHOCAT TPYIT KEHbI, a Thl IOHUMAEIb, YTO XOTsI Obl BOJIKU
CErolHs He YUIYT craTh TOJOIHBIMU, — C MPaYHbIM CApKa3MOM OTBETUJIA MHE.

—A eciu s mooGernan, 4yTo OoJbIle Tak He Oyay? — cripocuia s, IV eMy B IJiasa.
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S mocMoTpesia Ha ero pyKH, KOTOpbIe CIUIEIMCh B 3aMOK Ha Moel Tajiui. YyBCTBO OBUIO OYEHb
BOJIHUTEJTbHBIM. « MBI yXke 3aCTaBUIIM ero ceOst OOHUMATh!», — YCMEXHYJach 5.

— BbI MeHs1 otnycTHTe? — POOKO CITPOCHIIA 51, & MEHsI KpeImue Mpykaii K cebe, HameKasi, 4To
HeT! .

Packuciniast oceHHsIs1 Topora CMEHWIach 3BOHKOW OpPYCUaTKOM U IITyMOM TOPOJCKUX YIIHIIL.

— 3anomuuTe. Hukakux xanod Koposo. Y Hac Bce XOpoIlo v OoJbliasi T0O0Bb, — TPOU3HEC
MpayHbIi rOJI0C MPSIMO Ha YXO.

— ¥V Hac Bce XOpoIIO U... U... Oonbllas J000Bb, — OBTOPUIIA 51, TNTyOOKO BJIbIXas.

— BblI Beelenio 3aHATHI MOATOTOBKOM K CBab0e! — mpon3Hec MHKBU3UTOP.

— 41... Bceleno 3aHsITa MOATOTOBKOM K CBa/lbOe, — KMBHYJIA 1.

— JJocTaTOYHO, — CMUJIOCTUBMJIMCH HAAO MHOM.

[Mocnpimancst OKpUK Kyuepa U KapeTa OCTAHOBUJIACK.

Hy Bce, mue koren! Ceituac MeHs1 OyIyT mepeojieBaTh, a TaM U XBOCT BbUIe3eT Hapyxy! U
BMECTE C HUM OI'POMHbBIE HENTPUSTHOCTH !

BuezanHo nochbimancs kpuk. K Ham kto-TO Oexkal.

Myx OTOrHYJI 3aHABECKY, a s yBUJeJa, KaK K HaM Ha BCEX Mapax MUUTCSI CONUAHBINA MYKYMHA
B Bo3pacrte. boblilie Bcero MHe 3alIOMHWIIMCDH €ro JJAKMPOBaHbIe TY(ITH, HACTYTIAIOIINE B JIyXKHU.

— Baiiie cusiTenbCTBO, — 3aI0XHYJICS COTUIHBIE MY)KUYMHA, LIETUISISICH 32 OKHO. — Ero BenmmuecTBo
cpouHo Tpedyer Bac K cebe! [Ipssmo cpouHo! OH yske mpHchUIa TOHIIA JBa pa3a!

— 3HauuT, NepeofieThCsl Mbl HE ycreBaem? — CIIPOCHJI MHKBU3UTOP, IVIsi/isl HA OOJSANAHHBINA
OpbI3raMu rpsi3v OEJIOCHEKHBIA KOCTIOM.

— CpouHO, — BBIAOXHYJI CJIyra, OTCTPAHSACh OT KapeThl. — OH CKa3aJl, YTo Bbl U TAK YK€ OI03-
nanu!

— Bo aBopelt! — nocrnelmancs Kpuk Myxa, a Kydep cTerany’1 JOMAA0K.

Heysxem? $1 npsiMo ... IpsAMO He 3HAI0, KOro OJ1arolapuTh 3a TAKOW IMOAAPOK CYAbObI!

HagepHoe, Bce-Taku Moii BHe3amHblil moder! O, eciu Obl 1 He cOexana, U MeHsl He TPUIILIOCh
Obl Pa3BICKMBATH IO JIECY, TO MbI Obl TAK HE OTa3/IbIBAIH !

Kapera Hecnach, kKak yropenas. A s B IIeJIOUKY 3aHABECOK BHJe/a MeJIbKAIOIIHe 3JaHUs U TO,
KaK MOYTUTEILHO U OMAC/IMBO PACCTYMAIOTCS JIOIH.

— [Iponyctuth! — peIKHYJ KTO-TO. CHapy:X1 YTO-TO 3aCKPUIIEJIO U 3arPOMBIXAJIO, & KApeTa, He
yCIeB OCTAHOBUTHCS, TYT K€ IEPHYJIACh U TIOHECIACh AaJIblIle.

— Baie cusitensctBo! Bac yixke xayT! — BeiOexkan K HaM CJIyra, CIycKasich Mo JJTMHHOW Mpa-
MOPHOH JiecTHUIIE. — Ero BeMuecTBo yke BOTHYeTCsl.
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MeHs BBITAIMIIM U3 KApeThl U KPENKO B3sJIM 32 PYKY, MOMIAAbIBAask B CTOPOHY POCKOIIHOIO
napka.

Sl enpa mocrieBasia 3a MykeM, CJbIIIA TUXUI LIeJIeCT MPUBETCTBUIA. POCKOIIIHbIE 1BEpU IPOMKO
OTKPbUINCh, @ Mbl BOLUTM B TPOCTOPHBIN I'YJIKHIA 3aJ1.

— O, HakoHen-To! A TO A1 y’e Haual BOJIHOBAThCS, — POM3HEC KOPOJIb, KAK BJPYT yKaCHYJICS. —
Yro ¢ Bamu?!

— MBI periu nporysisThCs 3a FopoAoM, — MPayHO IIPOU3HEC MYK.

— U1 kapeta ciomanack, — BHE3aIIHO BbINAIWIA sl OT BOJIHEHUs. S Bcerna B 9TOT MOMEHT CTa-
HOBJIIOCh Y’KaCHO pa3roBopuMBoi. YeM MHOrAa JOHUMAIO 10 U TETIO.

— [Ipsamo Ha MOBOPOTE, — KOPOTKO MPOM3HEC MYK.

— Koneco omereno, — 1 4yBCTBOBaIa, YTO HE MOTY OCTAaHOBUTbCH.

Koposnpe mMeTascs B3I1s10M TO Ha MeH#, To Ha Myka. OH yCMexHyJIcs, U Io1o0pel.

— Hy, uro. Co Bcsikum ObiBaeT. Y MeHs1 BOH TOXe CKOJIbKO pa3 Kapera jioMmanack. He Oena, —
yJIBIOHYIICS KOposib. — Hy 4TO BB, yke co cBagp0Oi Bee peruin?

— Jla, — mpou3HecIM Mbl TOYTH XOpoM. Myxk crped MeHsl, prukuMasi K cede, a s Iprkanach
K MCIIAYKAHHOW T'PS3HOM I'PyAU MYXa U YJIbIOHYIIACh.

— 1 kakoro ueta Oyer miarbe? — ClpOoCKHl KOpoJib, I Ha MyKa.

— Pbokum, — npousHecna 5.

— lomyObIM, — MOYTH OTHOBPEMEHHO TIPOM3HEC MYK.

— Tak pbIKUM WM TOTyOBIM? — CLIPOCHIT KOPOJTb, YCMEXHYBIIIUCH.

— lonmyGopbrkuM! — MTpor3HEC MHKBU3UTOP.

— O, — MeaHXOJIMYECKU B3JI0XHYJI KOpOJIb, CHOBA IVIAAA Ha noprper. — Ha Moen koposese
ob110 KpacHoe 1iatke! C pozamu! Kak e oHa Obl1a Xopoma... A cBaapOy Kakylo pelniy Aenarsb?

— [IpimHyto, — yabIOHYIACH 5.

— CKpOMHYI0, — TOYTH OFTHOBPEMEHHO OTBETUJI MY’K, CKOCUB Ha MEH IJ1a3a. — [IplIIHOCKpoM-
HYIO.

— Tak, mpIITHOCKpOMHAsI CcBabOa, HEBECTa B TOTyOOPBIKEM IUIAThE, — MEPEUUCIISIT KOPOJTb. —
Kakas kpacora!
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— Ho noka uto cBagsOy npuaercs OTIOKUTb, — MEHs NMOaAniIn no pyke. — Ha mapy aHei.
Hesecre He3nopoBUTCS.

— A 4TO0 Takoe? — BCTPEBOKMIICS KOPOJIb, a 5 3bIPKHYJIA Ha My>Xa. — JIUTs Moe, CKakH, 4To CIIy-
ynsiocs! He ckpoiBaii. Eci Bce cepbe3no — HaiineM Jiekapeil. Most TIoKoiiHast cymnpyra Toxe Oosnena.
ITosToMy # 3Hal0, YTO 3TO Takoe. Tak YTo rOBOPH, KaK eCTh!

Ecnu 51 ckasky, 4To AeficTBUTEIbHO O0JIbHA, TO CBa/1bOY HaBepHsKa NIepeHecyT. A cBaapOa — 310
OpayHasi HOub. A OpayHasi HOUb — 3TO XBOCT. A XBOCT — 3TO TiIopbMa. Tak, 51 04eHb ¥ oueHb OoJbHA !

Ckazarb 4ecTHO, sl HUKorja He Oonerna. M naxe He 3Haza, 4to 310 Takoe. Ho Bce cMoTpeny Ha
MeHsl, TpeOysl OTBETOB. A 1 1aXe U MPEJICTaBUTh HE MOIJIa, YEM 51 MOIJIa 3a00JIETh.

B ronoBe nmpomenbkHYyJI0, Kak Oonen asaasd. Y asau 0bu1o MHOro Oonesneil. OH ObUT IPOCTO
KJIaJie3eM AJ1s1 JIeKapsl.

— VY MeHH ... 5M... — HavaJ1a 1, IsAAA Ha CIOKOMHOE JIMIO MYXa M NepeBO/is B3I Ha JIULIO
KopoJisl. — OM.... Pagukymut! CriHa 60uT. .. OM... CycTaBbl HOIOT Ha Torofy. .. KoneHu xpycrsr. ..
Hu cectb, HU BCTaTh. ..

4 BcnmomuHana Bce, Ha 9TO XKaloBaiCs Asiis, NpeObiBasi B y)kacHOM HacTpoeHnu. OH Bcerna
NepEeYMCIIsl CHMIITOMBI, ITOKA TETS XJIONOTAJIa BOKPYT HETO.

— JlaBieHue... — nepeyncisia s, BCIIOMUHAsA, KaK JA7As JieKal B Kpecie ¢ KOMIIPECCOM Ha
rOJI0OBE M paccKasblBal, YTO y Hero 0oimut. — Pyku Hemeror... Hora otkasbiaer... Owm... [Ipoctpen
B KOJIEHE. .. B yIax 3BeHuT.... MyllIku nepej riazamu. . ..

Bce 310 OBLIO 1711 MEHSI ICTBIM 3BYKOM, HO /IO Y€ro e COJMIHO 3ByYao!

Koposb, Kak cuien, Tak 1 OTKMHYJICA Ha CIIMHKY TpoHa. B ero riasax cros yxac.

— Takas mononas, a BoH ckonbko 6omnsyek. Y paaukynut, u pexsMa... He 3Halo, Kak Ha3biBa-
eTcsl, JIeKapb MOM 3HAeT. DTO M0 ero YacTH, — MPOU3HEC KOPOJIb, a 1 OJH:A [J1a3a Ha Myka: «5 Bce
NpaBWIBHO cKazasa?». — Takas Mononas, a kak 6abka crapasi pa3BajMBaeIlIbCs.

My:x cMOTpeJ1 Ha MeHsI CTPaHHBIM B3IJISAOM.

— Tak, BOT yTO 51 BaMm ckaxy, MHKpuc! — BAPYr CTpOro npousHec KOpoJib CTPOro-CTporo. —
7Keny ny:xHO 6epeun! Buaan, kakas oHa y Tebs 6one3Has!

— KoneuHo, Oepery, Kak MOry, — COIJIACHJICSI MYyX, €Ile pa3 MOCMOTPEB HA MEHsS CTPAaHHBIM
B3IVISA/IOM.

— 1 BOH, Moozo¥i ObLT, TTyMIbIH, He Oeper! U uto Tenieps? [TopTperoM mo0yroch! — BOBMYTHIICS
KOpOJIb ¥ MOrpO3WJI MajblieM. — 310poBbe KeHbl — camoe BakHoe! Tak, ceifyac s IO30BY CBOETO
nekaps! Ilycts oH ee ocmoTpur!

U 1yt MHe craiio crpamiHo. YTo 5 He Tak cka3ana?!
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— Jlekaps! Jlekaps! — kprkHy! Koposb. [lopThepa psiioM 3aleBenuiach, a paCTOPOITHBIH Cliyra
KUBHYJI U UCUE3.

— Ceituac npuer jiekapb, 1 BaC OCMOTPUT. 51 OueHb oracaioch 3a Ballle 3J10pOBbe, — TPOU3HEC
KOPOJIb aBTOPUTETHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— INanay, — mocnbIaICs TUXUH HIETOT Ha yXO.

Yro? Kakoit nanay? O yem 310 oH? Heyxenun my:x goragancs?

— Ilnau u ycrpauBail UCTEpUKY, — IIEMHYJIM MHE, KOrJa s yke rnepedpajia B rojoBe Bce BO3-
MO>HbIe MBICTTH. B 0cHOBHOM, Hexopoiiue!

Tak, 4yTOOBI pacIIakaThCsl, HY’KHO BCIOMHHTB YTO-TO TPYCTHOE. A y MEHs Kak Obl IPyCTHOTO
1 He ObUTO B KU3HU. /151 ¥ TeTsi MeHsl oueHb JiioOu! Mbl BMecTe 1Mo BedepaM YUTaId KHUKKH.
OmHaxIb1, KOTJIa 51 pacIiaIniIack, M5 IUISHYIT MEHS 110 rorie. DTo ObUIo BoBce He OoibHO. CKopee,
obuano. Ho 51 GicTpo 006 3TOM 3a0BUIa.

Ho ns04 rmmakan aBoe CyTOK, MOKa TETs XJI0MoTa a BOKpYT Hero. U roka st cama He 3ajie3ia emy
Ha KOJICHU M He CKa3aJjla, 4To 3TO ObUIO He OOJILHO, U 51 He OOMKAIOCh, OH HE YCIIOKOWJICS. 3aTO MHE
KYIWIH JiefleHel ¥ JleHTOuku. OHY U3 HUX s TOBsI3aJ1a HAa XBOCT U MOKAa3bIBaIa. «AX, MApTHIIIKa!», —
CMesUICS s1/1sl, KOT/Ia 51 KPYKUJIach C JIGHTOUKOM Ha XBOCTE.

Ters ckazasa, clierka CMyIIasichb, YTO 3TO, HABEpPHOE, HEMPWINYHO. M XBOCT HUKTO HE yKpa-
maet. B nmpaBuiax sTvkeTa jijis O1aropoiHOM Jieu Takoro Het. Ha uTo st oTBeTHIIa, 9To He y Kaxk o
€CTb XBOCT.

Sl BcnoMHMIIa TOT €IMHCTBEHHBIA MOMEHT, KOT/ia 1 lakaia. MHe TeTs pacckasbiBaja.

S moMHIO, KaK OJJHAX[Ibl pa3peBesach, KOrIa Ha Y:KUH TeTs clefiajia ToBsKUi cTerk. A chena
TMOJIOBUHY, CIIPOCUB, UTO 3T0. Ha uTO As1/151 OTBETUI, UTO 3TO Takas KopoBka! My! U cienan nansiiamu
pora.

U TyT 51 BCiOMHMIA, YTO BUjIENa CTano KopoB. U Buesna, Kak OHM 0OOMaxuBaIOTCsI XBOCTAMU !
A TyT roBskuil cteiik. Yepes aBa yaca 0e3yTelrHoro pesa Asasl U TeTs y3HAIU, YTO KOPOBbI — MOU
porncrBeHHuKU. U 51 He Oyay ecTb poICTBEHHUKOB!

Jlsis1 cMestIcst Tak, uTo MO CTeHKe CIoi3. A TeTsl Kpuyaa Ha Hero. [TocKosbKy Bce ObLTH IITyM-
HBIMH, 51 PEIInIa erie HEeMHOTO TOpbIaTh. YTOOB BHECTHU IMOCHIIBHYIO JICTITY B OOIIUI IITyM.
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— OH ceryac npuIeT, — BHIpBaJI MEHS U3 BOCHIOMUHAHUH TOJIOC.

— 3ps BbI CKa3aJM el npo Jiekaps, — BMewaics IHKBU3UTOpP, pe3Ko MpukaB MeHs K cede U
OTBEPHYB JIULIOM OT KOopoJisl. — OHa y MEHs OYeHb CTeCHHUTENbHAA. M ceyac ycTpouT Leiylo ucTe-
PUKY.

— Her, Her, HeT! — cTporo npousHec KOpoJb, OTBEPHYBIIMCh. — Korna peus UIeT o 300poBbe,
CTECHEHME HU K YEMY.

— Mapgam! Bbl xoTh mpenynpenurensHylo corumo mycture! MHaye MBI OTcCloga HUKOrIa He
yezneM !— nocislimascs rojioc Mmyxa. OH roBOpHJI Tak TUXO, YTO KOPOJIb €r0 HE CJIbILIAL.

— He mory, — eBa CIbIIIHO BBIIOXHYJIA I, PEILIUB HE JTyKaBuTh. — He nomyyaercs. ..

— A BbI IIOCTapaiTech! — npormneny MHe Ha yxo. M 1 oueHb crapasack.

EnuHcTBEHHOE, UTO S CMOIUIA BBIIATD, 3TO «XbI-XBI-XBI!».

— BblI e#1 910 ckaxuTe! — CIOPUJI € KOPOJIEM MYK, ITOKa 51 OTYASHHO PbLJIACh B BOCIIOMUHAHM X
B [IOMCKaX TpycTHOro MoMmeHTa. — Centyac HauHeTcs. Ciie3sl, COIUIM, KPUKH, KaTaHUA 110 MOy . . .

Sl TOCKJIMBO MOCMOTpENa Ha MyXka, IOHAMAasi, YTO MHE TOJIbKO YTO BPYYWJIA PYKOBOICTBO K
IercTBUIO !

— blbibibl! — pOTAHYNA 51, TPSYA JIULIO.

— He nnau, — ciplmancst MpauHbli rojioc Myxa. — Jlekapb Te0st TpoCcTo MOCMOTPUT. .. MOXeT,
OH JKEHILMH HUKOTJa JaBHO HE BUJIEI.

—Hy, nuta moe! — ymunnresisHO yroBapusail KOposb. — Takas B3pocnas geByika. Cunrai, yxe
HEBECTa M Iu1aveT! 3a 310pOBbEM HYKHO cIequTh! A TO BOH Kak Bac ckpyTuio! Bel enie mononas!
Bawm eme gereit poxars!

— 4 TpedyIo cTepuKy, — CKBO3b 3yObl pOIIENTa My K. — Takyio, 4TOOBI OKHa B 3aJI€ IPOKAIIH.

— 51 4yecTHO NBITAIOCh, — OTBETUIIA £, [IOKA YTO BCXJIMIIBIBAsl. — BBl TOUHO yBEPEHBI, UTO XOTUTE
UCTEPUKY?

— Jla, — Mpa4HO IIPOIIKUIIEIN MHE, HEJIOBKO I71aJs IO TOJIOBE.

— BBl TOYHO-TOYHO XOTUTE UCTEPUKY? — HA BCAKUM CIIy4yald CIIPOCWIIA 51, KOE-YTO BCIIOMHUB. —
Bsl motom He Oynere pyratbes?

— ComHeBaloch, 4TO BBl IIOKAXKETE TO, YETO S HE BUET, — 3aMETWJI €Ba CJIBILIIHBIM HIENIOTOM
MYX.

Jlagno. IIpocuim ucrepuky, nomyvanre.

S meanenHo Habupana 060poThl pblaaHusaMU. 1o mekam Tekim HaTypasibHble crie3bl. OiHaKo,
CJIMIIKOM MEJIEHHO, MIOCKOJIbKY B 3aJ1 BOILIEJI CTAPEHBbKUII JIeKapb. 3a HUM Oexkasl MOJIOA0H YUEHUK
C YEMOJIAHYMKOM.

— Hy, nokaspiBauite! — B3JOXHYJI LEJIUTEND, IIOJOMAA KO MHE U ITPOTSHYB PYKY.

— TMNNNNNN!!!! — BpIana s Tak TpOMKO, Kak Moryia. Mo BU3I yCHIIAJICS MHOTOKPAaTHBIM
9XOM.

Hemurens mapaxHysca B cTopoHy. Koposb Bxasics B TPOH, @ My HOIIPHITHYJI HA MECTE OT
HEOKUJAHHOCTH.

— He Hazmo Tak K-K-KpH4arh, — MOCIBILIAJICS rojioc nenuTend.— S nmpocro nocmorpo. [Jaiire-
cloJa Ballly PyKy, 1 IPOCKaHUPYIO €€ Marueu. . .

— UTMNNNMNNN!!!! — 3a0pana s ¢ yaBoeHHoH cutoid. Ctekiia 3a1pedeskaqu, J0cTpa MoKay-
HYJIach, & 30JIOThIE TTOICBEYHUKY 3aXOAMIN XOMYHOM. f peinana, Kpuyasa, 6pocanach Ha Jiekaps. 5
CMYTHO IIOMHIO, YTO TBOPHUJIA.

Yepes nonyaca A ciierka nopycraja v craja yCloKauBaTbCs.
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— $I 5xe TOBOpHII, — MpavHO MPOU3HEC MYXK, a 1 OCMOTpeJa 3ai1. Llenutess OblT yke TOTHOCTBIO
cenbiM. Ero yyeHMK BBHIPOHMJI YeMOJaH U Toxe nocenen. Koposib cMoTpen Ha BbIJIETEBIINE CTEKJIa
Y Ha KavaloIylocs JIIOCTPY.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

[TpounTaiite 3Ty KHUI'Y LIEJIMKOM, KYIIMB IIOJIHYIO JIETaJIbHYI0 Bepcuio Ha Jlutpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-

COOOM.
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