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AHHOTaAMSA

I'epka 1 He aymall, 4TO 3HAKOMCTBO C J[SHOM M ero coOakou-
MOBOABIPEM KPYTO U3MEHHT €r0 KU3Hb. A BO BCEM BUHOBAT COCENICKUT
kot [lpunn. HoBoroguss daHTtacTryeckas MOBECTb O JApyxkOe,
npefaTenbCcTBe, pa3ovyapoBaHUSIX U TEPBOM JIIOOBU pacCKakeT o
TPYOHOM ITyTEIIECTBAX K BpayeBaTesio, O TPAAULIUAX ITPA3HOBAHUS
Hogoro roma B pasnbix crpaHax. PekomenayeTcs A ceMelHOro
YTEHUS.
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I'anunna OaquHIIOBa
Cekper cTapou MeJbHHIbI

I'epka He yznasan cebs, He NOHUMAN, UMO C HUM NPOUCXOOUN.
Emy 6v110 mo scaprko, mo xon00no. C HUM maxoe npoucxoouno
UH0204, K0204 OH CMOMPeEN HA 0eBOUKY U3 NAPANNENbHO2O KAAC-
ca no umenu Jluausi. U moezoa, Kak ceriuac, Xomenoco Co8eputums
noosuez, K020-mo chacmu, 00OCmMams ¢ Heba 36e30Y UNU. .. CUI0 MU-
HYymy HolpHYms ¢ mocma 6 peky Cena, umoobvl Halimu Ha OHe 30-
AOMYIO NUeNY C 2PAHAMOB0U 6CMABKOL Ha Kpblavlkax. badyut-
Ka emy Kak-mo pacckasvléand nezendy o zpoonuye Meposurzos,
6 KOMOopoU Hautau 6onee mpéxcom 3010MblX NUEN, NPUKONOMBIX
K manmuu koponsi Xunrvoepuka.

[Tuénwvl xpanunucsy 6 Jlyepe u Hauuonanvroti oubruomexe, Ho
nosoce OvlaU YKpaoeHvl u nponaau beccaeono. OOHako, uHoz20a
3010mbule nuénku Haxoosmcs na ote Cenol. badyuike ModicHo ee-
pums, OHA OblNA YUUmMenem UCHOPUU U PACCKA3LIBANA O MHOUX
UHMEPECHBIX BEUYAX.

H som cetiuac I'epxa 20mog naiimu xoms 6t 00HY Youumensb-
HY10 3010myro nueay u nooapums €€ Colo3u. A He cmosimov Kax
UCMYKAH, 8bIMUPASL MOKPble Na00uKU 0 Oxcurcbl. OH Oadice no-
0owén Kk napanemy u 2AsHyn HA HeCNeuHoe meueHue peKu, Ho
Mym dice, UCNY2ABUUUCH, OMNPSIHYL.

A Colo3u He 3ameuana ezo myk. Ona Oepacana /[pHa 3a pyku
U YMo-mo muxo 2080pUNA emy HA YXO...



I'maBa 1.

Jlero B bnaroserieHcke BHIIAOCH KapKUM U cyxum. CoHeu-
HbIE JIyYH TIPOTpesIH TIOUBY TaK, YTO TpaBa Havasa KeJaTeTh, He
JOoXAaBIIvch oceHu. Hebo crano sipko-romyObIM, a oOiaka 1y-
IIMCTHIMU W O€JIbIMHU, CJIOBHO TIEpBBIA CHET. ['0poj1 MouTH OITy-
cres, ObLJIO BpeMsl OTITYCKOB U KaHuKyil. Hactynuna makyika
JleTa — WIoJb. A C TIEPBOTO MIOJIsi HAUMHAETCS HACTOSAIIIAS JKapa,
COJIHIIE HaXOJWTCSI OCOOEHHO BBICOKO, OHO OECIOIIAHO TaJUT,
HE IaIUT HU PACTCHHUS, HY JIIOZICH.

Ho TI'epka yxe Henemo roctu y 6a0yliku B cefie, HeAaJeKo
oT braroBerieHcKa, ¥ Kbl IeHb JK1aJ1 POAUTENe: OHU 00e-
IIaJTM OT/IBIX HA MOpe.

CeroiHst 6a0yIKa Hayaja CYyeTUThCS C PaHHEro yTpa: CXO-
JWjia Ha JAYHBIM y4acTOK, HaOpaja Beapo MyNbIpYaThiX Oryp-
1I0B, TIPUTOTOBMWJIA 00, HamleKJa MUPOKKOB, U ['epka moHsI,
YTO 3TOT JIeHb, HAKOHEII-TO, HACTYIIHJL.

— bBa, Hy ckopo onu nipuenyt? — I'epka He oTcTaBaj oT Oa-
OyIIIKY C BOIIPOCAMHU.

— Orcranp, ['epouka, orcrans. Kak npuenyr, Tak u npueayr!
— oTOmBasach 6adyIIKa, XJI0mo4a y TIATHL.

— A MBI cerojiHs noejieM Ha Mope?

— He 3nato, BHyuek, He 3Hat0. Wiy, norysisii, He Meliiaii MHe.
Ha nupoxok, moiiau, nocuau BO JBOpE, MOJOKIU pOAUTENIEH
tam! Jla cMOTpH, HE BBA3BIBAKCA HUKYOA.



— JlagHo, nepBbIi pa3, uTo Jid...— OTMaxHyJcs ['epka, B35
YIOUIEHKE W BBHILIEI BO ABOP. B manbHEM yrity gBopa 1mop aepe-
BOM Obllla cKaMmeiika, 1 I'epka HarpaBuiIcs K Heil.

[0 Bpems1, yxe ckopo 00e1, a ponuTesu Bc€ He exauu. [ep-
Ka BCe IJla3a MPOIJIsesl, HO HUYEro HOBOrO HE MPOUCXOAUJIO.
OH cunen Ha niepOaToi cKaMerke u Kadana Horo. «CKykoTa. ..
*apa. Korma Mel yxe yeaem Kk MOpio. B MOcEnke HUKOro naunaHsl
pa3bexaanch KTO Ky/a, He C KeM Jjake Ha peuky coeratb. OHO-
My JIeHb...» — aymall ['epka, J0:XEBbIBAsI MMPOKOK C KAITYCTOM.

VYBHIEB COCENCKOro KOTa, CUIALLETO HEAATIEKO, IO3BAJL:

— Kbic-KkbIC- KbIC, UM KO MHE. .. [Ipunu, [TpuHir!

Kort, Heonro nymasi, OTKJIMKHYJICS Ha MPU3bIB U Yepe3 ce-
KyHAy ObL1 yxe y Hor ['epku. [Toté€pcs, 3aapaB mymmMcThiid XBOCT,
o ['epknHy HOry, POIIEINCA BOKPYT CTAPOM CKAMEWKH U TYT Ke
3alpbITHY/I Ha HEE, 3aMypiblKal U pa3Baiuics psagoM c Iep-
KO, MOJCTaBUB JIOXMATO€ My30 ISl MOoYyEchiBaHUs. ['epKy co-
BceM pazmopuiio. A IlpuHil mypuan, mypuan, mypyad...

Ho 4depe3 MMHYTY OLIETHHWIICA, MOMIPBITHYJI U B3JIETEN CO
CKaMEMKN Ha AEpEeBO, CTPYyNIMPOBAICA HA BETKE, MPEBpATHB-
IIKMCh B JIOXMATBIM PBIKUM 1IAP C 3€JIEHBIMU KPYIJIBIMU [JIA3AMHU.
[Mon nepeBoM, BIJIsISE XBOCTOM, MOBU3THMBAJIa COOAKA, TO U JIENIO
OIJIABIBASACH HA MAllaHa JIET AECATH.

— VY06epw 1ica, nanaH, BUAMIIb, KOT HEPBHUYAET.

— A 4TO OH y TeOsI HepBHBIN TaKOW? — OTKJIMKHYJICS MaJlb-
YUK, HE JBUHYBUIMCh C MECTA, OH CTPAHHO CMOTPE B OJJHY TOY-

KY.



— On He y MeHs1. [1ca yoepu. — HepyKemo0HO OTKIMKHYJICS
I'epka, CIIpBITHYJI CO CKAMEWKH M HAITPABWICA K MAJIbUMKY, KO-
TOpBIN JiepXkai codaky 3a muierky. Ho, He 1ol 10 Hero, ocra-
HOBUJICS.

— 2-3-3, JIAAHO, KOT YK€ Ha JIEPEBE, HE JOCTATh, & Tl KTO?
— T'epka mormaaun codaky, He CBOIS B3MJIsga CO CTPAHHOTO
MaJibuMKa.

— 41 lenuc, HO Bce 30BYT MeHs JIoH. S Buepa nmpuexan k Oa-
oymike. M Bot Mbl ¢ Pukom permm oocienosats aeop. Hamo ke
I7Ie-TO ero BeITy/IMBaTh. Ho OH, mouemy-To MoTsHyI MeHs K Tede.

— Jla He ko MHe, — I'epka 3acMmesiicsi, HO cMeX ero ObUT HC-
KYCCTBEHHbIM KaKMM-TO, HE3HAKOMbIM, — 3TO OH IIpuHua yBu-
JIeJ, BOT U pBaHyJ K HeMy. A s ['epman, HO 1151 Bcex 1 ['epka.

— Haai1 npyxutb? — JI5H npotsHyi ['epke pyky.

— A, paBaii! — I'epka nmoxai pyKy HOBOMY ApYry, HE CBOIS
rJ1a3 C TEMHbBIX OYKOB [I9HAa.

— IIpun1y — 310 KOT? — JI9H NpoaoKa, He IBUTasiCh.

— Ha, coceackuu. Peiknid, a rmasa y Hero 3ej1€Hble. .. — TH-
x0 ckazan I'epka, mouécpiBasi 3a yXoM cepauroro rnca. — PuK,
CTpaHHasl KJIMYKa y cOOaKM, Thl Ha3BaJ?

— Her, oH MHe ¢ TakOUl KJIMYKOU HocTajicsa. Tam 1o Kakou-To
0COOEHHOM CHCTeMe MOPOIUCTHIX cOOAK Ha3bBaT. Ho 51 cokpa-
TWI ero JUTMHHOE uMsl, octayicsa Puk. YaooHo. U npuaymMeiBaTh
HUYEro He HAJI0 JJIMHHYIO KJIMUKY BbIrOBapuBaTh. PUK, KO MHe!

Cobaka BcTana Ha 3aHUE Jiarbl U Jiu3Hyna [IoHa B meky. [IoH
3acMesiICs, TIPUKaJT TOJIOBY COOaKH K cebe.



— Hy, nomoii? Jlagno, msl gomoit, [Ipunity npuser!

— Jla oH Ha aepeBe, cuauT HaOmoaeT 3a Hamu. OcoOeHHO 3a
Puxom. He yxoau, naBau emi€ noropopum. Ioiaem, csaaem.

I'epka B3s1 [I9Ha 3a pyKy M MOMOTI NMOAOUTH K CKaMEHKe.
Manbuuku ycenuch paaoMm, a Puk ynérca y Hor [IsHa. OH cMOT-
PEJI TO Ha CBOETO X03MHa, TO Ha [TprHIIa, KOTOpBIN, CBECUB CBOM
Or'POMHBII MYIIUCTBIA XBOCT, HE CBOIUJI 3€JIEHBIX IJ1a3 C COOAKU.

— A TBI... 3TO... TOrO... YTO ¢ ToO0#? OUKM Takue y TeOs. ..
crpaHHble, — ['epka cMylIaiics ¥ He 3HaJ, Kak 3a/1aTh IENeTUIb-
HBII BOIpoc [IoHy.

— He Buxy HUYero, 4To Jiu. ..— J[9H HUCKOJIBKO He 00uaesCs
Ha BONpOC ['epkH, CHSJT OUKM M TYT K€ HaJel WX, OKUBUICH,
YIBIOHYJICS,, — OBLJIO JIENO. .. B MPOIUIOM TOJy B HOBOT'OTHIOIO
HOYb OTeIl PaKeTy 3almycTUiI B KOMHaTe. MHe 1ocTanock Oosblie
BCeX. A, epyHna, 51 npuBbiK. CHavasa ObUIO TUIOXO, JIa HE XOUY
00 3TOM T'OBOPUT!

— Oro! — I'epka 3a€p3ai Ha ckaMmelike, — COBCEM HUYEro He
BUINIID?

— Buxy... tenu. [Ipocro Tenu. .. Bor Puk MeHs BBIBOOUT I'y-
JATh. MoW JTydIui Ipyr.

— HWHrepecHenbko! A... 310 HaBcerna? — cripocui l'epka u
IIOKPACHEJI OT CBOEU CMEJIOCTH.

— He 3Hao. BaOymike kakasi-To BeibMa CKa3asa, 4To B CTapoi
MeJIbHUIIE ecTh Kosonel. Hago mpoiT uepe3 Hero u rnomnacTb K
Bonme6Homy Becenbuaky [lakkaiiHe, BOT OH ObI M PUBET MEHS
K BpayeBaTesi0, KOTOPBIM JIEYUT JETeW, MOCTPAJaBIIUX OT IJTy-



MOCTH POAMTESICH.

— A pasBe ObIBaIOT ITymble ponutenu? — [epka paccmesuicst
TaK, 4TO KOT YyTh HE CBAIMJICS C BETKU U PSBKHYJ OT UCITyTa He
CBOMM T'0OJIOCOM. PUK MOANPBITHYT U 3a1asi1.

— Tuxo, Puk. Cuniets! BbIBaIOT. .. BOT MOM OTell CIITYTIHII e !
Kto 3anyckaer B kBaptupe nierapny? EMy roBopuiiu, He miIymnu,
Huxkonaii, He I1ymnu, a OH. .. OTKPBLUT OKHO U JaBaii cTpessTsh. [1o-
Ka OJIHa HE pa3BepHY/ach, OTTOJKHYBIIMCh OT OKOHHOW pambl.
ToJbKO M MOMHIO, KaK UCKPBI U3 TJ1a3 TIOJIETEIIH. . . OCTIETTHIIO Me-
Hs1. HoBOrogHsist Houb mpeBparusach BMECTO MPa3AHUKA B KOIII-
Map.

— Hy u nena... A xro takou [lakkaiine?

— He 3naro. I1epBbliit pa3 cibly.

— Cnymau, a s 3Halo, rje crapas MejapHUIa. JlaBail cxonum
Tyna!

— Hagaii. Puk, Bnepén!

N komnanus IBUHYIACh CO ABOpA, HE 3aMeTUB, Kak [IpuHIl
COPBITHYJI C JEPEBa U MOCJIEA0BAJ 32 HAMH. . .

Kk

MaJibuUIIKY UK 110 MyCTHIHHOM yaulle nocénka. [lomnnens,
COJIHIIE B 3€HUTE, )apKO. B 3TH 4ackl KUTENIN cesla OTABIXAIoT,
3aHUMAIOTCS Aejamu 1o fomy. ['epka meén psaom ¢ IsHom, emy
OY€Hb XOTEJIOCh TOMOYb HOBOMY JIPYTY, B3SITh 32 PYKY, HO HE pe-
mIajcs 3To caenarh. Tonbko u3peaka nmpukacaics K [IsHy pykoi
U mpeaynpexaan oo onacHocTu. [IoH aepxkan 3a nuieiky Puka.



Puk — cobaka-1oBobiph, ObLT MOJION U JOOpoayIieH. B ceMbe
JI5Ha KW Noiaroga U CTajl NpeJaHHbIM APYTOM JUIsl MaJIbyuKa.
JI5H ObLT IEpBBHIM CIIA00BUAIIMM X03sIMHOM Y Prika. M Puk cra-
pasicsi. OHU OBICTPO MOAPYKUIUCH, TOHUMAITU JIPYT ApYra, Bce-
ria ObUIM BMECTE.

Ceituac Puk meén psgom ¢ [[sHoM, BBIOHSISA paboTy MOBO/BI-
ps, HO eMy He AaBas Nokos [IpuHII, KOTOpBIN CieI0Bal 32 HUM
10 MATaM, He OTCTaBasl HU Ha miar!

Hopora cenbckasi, yxabucTasi, iITU 1O Hel He TaK-TO JIETKO,
HO pebsTa OBICTPO AOIIUIM JI0 OKOJIUIIBI ¥ TIOBEPHYIIM B CTOPOHY
peku. K peke Bena y3kast TpornuHka. Matu npunuioch apyr 3a
JPYTOM.

— JI3H, TpornMHKa y3Kas, pAaOoM UATH HE TIOJTYYUTCS, Thl Kak?
BepHyTtbea He xouemn?

— HopmasnbHo. [laBaii yxxe JoMaEM, a Tam pelmnm, 4To JeJ1aTh
nanbiie. Puk, Bnepén!

[Tepebim momien I'epka, 3a HUM nocnenoBan Puk, 3a Pukom
yBepeHHO asuraics IoH. A [IpuHil ycrieBasn He TONBKO HE OTCTa-
BaTh, HO M 00C/IEOBATh OKPECTHOCTH, TIOTOHSTH MBIIIIEK-TOJIE-
BOK, 0a00UYEeK ¥ CHOBA BEPHYTHCS HA TPOIMHKY.

Crapas menbHUIIA OblTa 32 pekoid. Y 4TtoObl monacTh K Hew,
HAJI0 TIEPEUTHU PEKY MO Y3KOMY MOCTMKY C NEpUiaMHu C OJHOMU
cropoHbl. ['epka coBcem 3a0bu1 0 HEM. OJIHAXKIBI OH IBITAJICS
NIEPENTH Ha Ty CTOPOHY PEKH, HO HE CyMeJl JOUTH U J10 CEPEIUHbI
moctuka. Ctpycmi. Ho celiuac emy ObLIO CTBIIHO TTPUBHATHCS B
9TOM /[I9HY.



— 2-3-3, [I3H, TyT Takad uctopus... noHumaeib! — I'epka
NoBEpHYJICSA K [I9Hy. PUK TOXE MPUTOTOBUIICS BHUMATEJILHO BbI-
CJIyIIaTh HOBOTO Jipyra J[9Ha, HABOCTPWUJI YIIIU, CJIETKa HAKJIOHUB
T'OJIOBY BIIPAaBO.

— He nonumaro, ropopu. Yto-T0 HE TaK?

— Jla Bc€ Tak! TonbKO s HE y4én, 4TO MEJIbHUIIA HAXOAUTCS
3a pekod. Hayo nepeiTtu peky mo y3komy mMoctuky. OH Takou
IIaTKUH, 1aBaid, BCE-TaKU, BEPHEMCH. . .

— Houum 1o pexku u BepHeéMcsi? — He caaBaics [IsH. — Her,
MBI TaK HE MPUBBIKJIN, TTpaBaa, PUk? Eciu Mbl 4TO-TO permim
clienarhb, TO AEJ0 JOBOAMM JI0 KOHIIA.

«Y... yp» — noarBepaua Puk u JIM3HYN pyKy XO35MHA.

['epke HUYEro HE OCTaBaJIOCh JIENaTh, Kak corlacutbes. Ho B
€r0 roJI0BE MEJIbKHYJIA IIAJIbHAS MBICIIb: «[I9H HUYEero He BUJIUT.
51 Mory ero oTBecTd XOTb KyJia, OH U HE Y3HAET, IJI€ Mbl, a 5 CKa-
XKY, YTO JIOLUIA JO MEJbHULIBI».

— Torpa Bniepén? Puk, Thl KyJla MOCTOSTHHO CMOTpHIIb? KTo
TeOs1 oTBIIeKaeT? — ['epka moryiaau rca mo rojoBe.

PuUK BUHOBATO OIMYCTWJI FOJIOBY, MEPECTYIWI C HOTU HA HOTY.
«A(» — 4yTb CIIBIIIHO ITPOU3HEC OH Y NTOBEPHYJI 'OJIOBY BIIPABO.
— IIpunu! Tel uto TyT Henaemb? Kak Tol 31eck okazancsa?

— IIpunu? Bor 310 fgena! A g gymaro, nouemy Puk B3BoHO-
BaH.

[IpuHII HEBO3MYTUMO CHJEJ HAa TPOIMHKE W BHUMATEJIBHO
cMotpelt To Ha Puka, To Ha I'epky. [Totom 3apan KBepxy XBOCT,
00OIIIENT BCeX U He CIIela HAIpaBICs K MOCTUKY. PUK IBUHYIICS



3a KotoMm, [I3H 3a Pukowm, a ['epke mpHIILIOCh 3aMBIKATh CTPOMA.

IIpuHL, HE OMIAABIBAACH, IEPELIEN PEKY IO IIATKOMY MOCTU-
KY, YCEJICSl Ha Y3KOW TPOMUHKE U CTaJI 5KJaTh, KOI/Ia 3TO CAEJIAI0T
Bce. Kak Tonbko Puk nopasusiicst ¢ Hum, [IpuHI| cHOBa Bo3riia-
BUJI CTPOU M IBUHYJICS TIO Y3KOM JOPOXKKE K CTApOr MeJIbHUIIE.

— Kyna Mol uném, I'ep? Tyt Takon 3amevarenbHbld BO3IYX,
MaxHET JIECOM, TPABOM.

— MBI UJIEM K CTapoil MesibHULIE Yepes Jecok. Kpyrom Bbico-
YEHHbIC MAUTOBbIE COCHBI, OEPE3KH. ..

— I'ep, a nouemy 11 AEML cniegoM? OTkyna Puk 3Haer, kyga
uaTn?

— JloH, T He noBepuilb! 10 He Puk Benet Hac. Do [1puHiy
MOKA3bIBAET JIOPOTY.

— B cmpicne, [Ipunn? OTkyna oH 3Haer, Kyna uaru? — [IsH
OCTaHOBUJICS.

— He 3Ha0. .. Puk unér 3a auMm, 16l 3a PukomMm, g 3a Todon. A
BOT YK€ U MEJIbHUIIA BUJHA.

— Pacckaxxu MHe, Kak OHA BBIVISIOUT. S BUOEa Korma-To
MEJIBHUITY TOJIbKO Ha KapTHHKE. OTUIIY 3Ty MEJIbHUILY, TIOIPO0-
HO, I'ep. 4 BUOeNn U BojsiHbIE MEJIbHUIIBI, U BeTpsiHbie. Ha kap-
TUHKaxX, KOHEYHO !

— Hy-y-y... kak cka3arb. OObIYHASI MEJILHUIIA, KaK BCE. ..

— I'epka, 51 3Ha10, YTO OBIBAIOT BOJASIHBIE MEJILHUIIBI U BETPSI-
HbIE, a 9TO KaKas?

— Dra crout Ha Gepery peuku. [lepeBsHHas pa3Baoxa. Kpbi-
1M ITaBHO HET, HABEPHOE, BETPOM YHECJIO.



— A Berpsiku ectb? He paznerenucs?

— Ha e, [I5H, BETPSIKOB HET. DTO BOAsAHAA MesbHULIA. Kosieco
ectb. [laBai Ovke TTOIOMIEM.

— Hagaii. Puk, Bnepén!

— O, a rae [punn? Tombko yro ObUT 311ech. JlagaHO, TOIUIH,
TIONOMIEM OTTHKe.

I'epka B3s11 [I9Ha 3a pyKy, TPOIMHKA 3apOCIia TPABOM U MOXKHO
ObLIO B HeW 3ammyTaTbesl U ynacTb. MOKHO ObLIO Obl 3aKOHUUTD
CBOM IyTh, BOT OHA, CTapasi MeJIbHUIIA, B TPEX METpax OT peodsT,
IIOCMOTPEJIY Ha HEE U XBATUT, HO PuK yripsamo Tanyn JI3Ha BIie-
pén.

Pebsita o6ornyu mMenpHMIly. CTapoe KOleco MOCKPUITBIBATIO
OT Hamopa BOJIbl, HO HE BEpPTEJIOCh OT CTAPOCTU U OTCYTCTBUS
JIOTIACTeH, IIIyM PEeKM CTAaHOBWJICS BCE TpoMYe, U YXe He ObLIo
CJIBIIHO TOJIOCOB ApyT Apyra. ['epke crasno crpamno. OH cHOBa
HoXkaJiell, 4To pacckaszan [[oHy o MeJIbHUILIE.

— JIaH, naBaii BepHEMCS, — MPOKpUYaIl OH Ha yxo Apyry. Ho
Puxk Bce cunbHee TaHya [IHa Bepén.

— He mory, I'epka, Puk TaHeT, g He B cujiax €ro yaepxarn,
OH HE MOJUYMHSAETCA MHE, HE pearupyer Ha Mou KoMaHbl! PuK,
crosith! — JleH yxe moutu 6exa’ 3a MOBOIBIPEM.

— Ad-ad-ad, — HEOKUAAHHO TPOMKO T'YCTBIM OACOM PSIBK-
HyJ1 PUK. Manbuuiiku nprokaauch Ipyr K Apyry. A Puk npuset-
JIMBO 3aBWJISI XBOCTOM M ycesics y Hor JIpHa. M3-3a yra pa3Ba-
JIMBILIETOCS IOMMKA [IAPCTBEHHOM MOXOIKOM, 3a/ipaB XBOCT TPY-
601, He criemna Bbimesn [IpuHII, a 32 HUM, ejie Tiepe/IBUTast HOTH,



OINUpasiCh Ha CYYKOBATBIM MOCOX HIEN ApeBHUI crapuk. Ero ce-
aast 60poia ¥ BOJIOCH! JOCTHUTAJIM KOJIEH, M3HOMIEHHbI KahTaH
OBLT TIOXOX Ha JIBIPSIBBIN MEIIOK U3-TI0J] KAPTOIIIKH, OH ObLI B Ba-
JIEHKax 1 B 000[paHHON yiiaHke. ['epky oxBaruin yxkac. OH Tak
3a[IpoKajl OT CTpaxa, YTo TOT CTpax nepenaics [sHy:

— I'epka, Thl 4YTO MOJIYUIIIB, TOBOPHU, KTO TaM? Puk, oxpaHsu!
— MpOoIIENTal UCIYTaHHO [[3H.

Ho Puk noxackoumn k IlpuHily, paoCcTHO BWUJIsISE XBOCTOM,
Ju3Hyn ero Mopay. CTapuk MaxHyJ1 pyKoOH, 3a3bIBasi MaJIbYUKOB
uaTH 32 HUM. Puk motamwn [IoHa 3a coOoit u ['epke Toxke mpu-
1UIOCh MOTYMHUTHCA. OHU BOIILIM B TEMHYIO KAMOPKY, CTapUK
3aKpbUI CKPUITyYME BOPOTA U CEJl Ha MEHb, KOTOPbIH CTOST TO-
Cpeay MOMEIECHHUS.

— [Mourtu nonrona xy 1eds, ennc. A Bemkuit Manedukyc.
Crap s yxe cunets TyT u xkaath. Criacu6o [Ipunity, mpurammmmn
Te0s1 u Puuapna Benvkoro. 3Hato, HyxeH TeOe BoneOHsiii Be-
cenmpuak [lakkaiiHe. ToJbKO OH MOKET OTBECTH TeOsl K BpaueBa-
temo. Eme siero, panosaro uaru Kk Hemy. Ho Mou gHM COUTEHBI,
Y 51 yTOBOPWJI BCEX UCIOJIHUTH MOIO TIOCeIHIO Muccuio. Crie-
LMAJILHO /17151 Bac 5 IEPEMOTAI0 KaJeHAAph BIIEPE] U Bbl B CBOEM
MyTelIEeCTBUM MONAAETe B HY)KHOE BpeMsi roga. Hecuactbe ¢ TO-
6011, JleHrc, CyIUIOCh B HOBOTOJIHIO HOYb. U TOTBKO B HOBO-
TOJTHIOI0 HOYb Thl M30aBUIIILCS OT CBOel Oone3Hu. Teneps nepe-
naio ceoto Biactb [Ipunny. Cnymaitre ero, uaure 3a HuM. JJopo-
ra OyJeT CJIO)KHOW, MHOTO TPETSITCTBUIA BCTPETUTCS HA BaIrlieM
nyta. M ecim ['epman He mpenact TeOsi, He MCITyraeTcsl BCETo,



9TO eMy NpPUAETCS YBUIETh, TO BbI I0OEpETECh 10 BpayeBates
Y 3peHne TBOE BepHETCA, [lenuc!

— I'ep, Thl Kak? — UCITyTaHHBIM OJIOCOM YYTh CJIBIIIHO CIPO-
cui [I3H.

— Jla g1 4o, s HUYO, JIMIb Obl THI BhIAepkai. [la u cobaka
y Hac, KOro 0OsThCsl, — HEYBEpeHHO 3araparopri ['epka. Xots
€My XOTeJIOCh OTKa3aThCsl M OekaTh JOMOU Oe3 OTJISIIKH.

— Hy BOT MbI ¥ TOTOBOPWIIUCH. I 3HAJI, YTO BBl COIJIACUTECH.
Torna uau, ['epmasn, 3a yroim, Tam y KoJofia Jiexar rpadmu. Hamo
VX [IPUHECTH CIOAA, HAUTU HA CTEHE IBO3/Ib U MIOBECUTh. DTO MO-
MOXET BaM 00OPeCTH CUITy M YBEPEHHOCTb B TioOe/ie. TakoB JipeB-
HUM 0ObIyail. Tak MHOTMeE Haposbl AenaoT nepea HoBbiv romom,
HO CEerojiHs ocoObIi ciydail. Marmdeckasi cuia rpadieid momo-
KeT BaM. A s Oydy 311ech CJeiuTh, YTOOB OHU He yrnaiau. Moy,
uau I'epMaH, UCTIONTHSN 3aJaHKeE.

['epka HexXOTs1 MOOPEN B yKa3aHHOM HarpaBJIeHUH, HO HUKAKO-
ro KOJIofIa 1 rpadesns He HaméEN. BepHyscs, HO Je] MaxHYJT CBO-
VM CTPaHHBIM [TOCOXOM M OTIIPABUJI €rO CHOBA BBIMOJIHATH 3a/1a-
Hue. ['epka 3arissHyI1 BO BCe IIe/U Pa3BaJICHHOTO JJoMa, 000esKa
BCIO OKPYTY, BBIOWJICS U3 CHJT, HO rpadesib Hurjie He Obi10. OH Tak
yIapUICs, YTO PELLU YMBIThCSI BOJOM M3 peuku. HarnyBiuce,
yBUJE B Bojie cTapble rpadiu. OHU MOYTH MOJTHOCTBIO YTOHY-
JIM B peYHOM Iiecke. ['epka koe-Kak BBITAIIWI UX U YBUJEN MO/
HUMU KPBIIIKY OT Kosoaua. [ToTsHy 3a KoJblio, KPbIIIKa MOjI-
HsLJIaCh, peUKa OTCTYIWJIA, U U3 KOJIOALA MOTSHYJIO IJIECEHBIO U
chipocThio. ['epka ucryracs, 3aKpbuT KOOI, CXBATHII I'pabiu



Y TIOTALIUII CTAPUKY.

— A Tenepb ioBech rpadiu Ha creHy. Kpernko 3arenuiiib, Oy-
JIeT BaM yjava. YIaayT... He c100poBaTh BaM, pEOSITKU.

Crapuk 3acMesicsl CKpUITyYdM CMEXOM, BbITUpasi PyKaBOM
CNE3bI U3 OECIBETHBIX I71a3.

[epka crapaTenbHO HAaBECHJ CTapble TpaOiy Ha piKaBbIid
I'BO3/b.

— Teneps, [Ipuni, Benu Bcex kK komomiy. Ila He 3a0yapTe
KPBIIIIKY 3aKPBITh 32 COOOM! A TO HAITyCTUTE Kaphl, PACTAET TaM
cHer, He HanunaeTe [lakkaine!

IIpuHi HantpaBuICcA 3a yrod, PUk nocienoBait 3a HUM Y MOT#-
HyJ 3a coboit [IaHa. ['epke cHOBa 3ax0Tenoch cOekaTh, ITO ObI-
JIO OYEHb JIETKO CJIesiaTh, Belb OH ObUT KpaHui c3aau! OH me-
PEXUBAIL, YTO POJUTEIU MILYT €0, U YKE MOIHSIIA MEPETOIOX
B cese. A eciM KTO-TO BUJIeN, 4To OoH I3Ha yBén? Ox u nonajaer
ke emy! I'epka mocrosi, nmomgymai, MaxHysl pyKOlM M HEOXOTHO
noOpén cienom 3a JIoHoM. . .

Hkskok

[Ipunn yBepenHo mi€n Baepeny. Co3aaBajioch TaKOE BIIEYaT-
JIEHUE, YTO KOT He BIIEPBbIE MPOXOIUT ITOT MyTh. PUK mociyi-
HO CJIe/IOBAJT 32 HUM, KaK 3aKojaoBaHHbIA. OH TAHYN 32 OO0
Hlana, mpeaynpexaas 000 BCeX MPENATCTBUIX Ha MyTH: MaJl-
Ka MOTNepEK AOPOKKH, pKaBOe BEAPO, MEHEK AepeBa, pa3ouToro
MOJTHUEH.

I'epka wen cienom, ene nepecrasigsa Horu. Emy cosepiuen-



HO HE XOTEeJIOCh JIE3Th B KAKON-TO BOHIOUMI KOJIOJEI], TPOXOIUTh
Jyepe3 UCIBITaHUs U TpyaHOCcTU. [1o cBoell Hatype OH ObLT Jie-
HUB U MeJuTesieH. Mama noctosiHHO roBopua: «['epka, Thl Kak
COHHasi MyXa, MPOCHUCh», a Mara MpoCcTo AaBaj MOA3ATHIIbHUK
u npukasbiBal: «Hy, 1pyxok, qaBaii-ka, oIIeBeIMBaiics, CHOBa
yBs13!» B mikosie Toxe ObUIM HEMPUATHOCTH: [ epKy He OueHb yBa-
’KaJIl OJHOKJIACCHMKHU 3a €ro HEBBITOJHEHHBIE oOemanusa. OH
9acTo KOMY-TO YTO-TO 0OeIIall, a BOT BBIMOJHSTH OOCIaHHOE He
cremI. 3a 3T0 He pa3 MoJIyyvasl BBIFOBOP OT YUUTENed U TPEM-
Ky OT MaJipumiiiek. Ho otnenaTbesi OT 3Toil MPUBBIYKY HUKAK HE
Mor. Ero naxe OHOKJIACCHUKU MPO3BAIN «OOeIanKuH». ['ep-
K€ TaK XOTEJIOCh 3aBOE€BATh aBTOPUTET CpeAr PeOsiT, HO... JIeHb
Opajia HajJ HUM Bepx !

Tonbko 6adyika moHumasa ['epky, HUKyaIa He TOpOIWIa, TI0
yTpam He MOJHUMAJIA YyTh CBET, KACTPIOJIO C TPEYKOM YKYThIBa-
JIa Max pPOBBIM TOJIOTEHIIEM, YTOOBI HE OCThLIA M PaCIIaprIIach Kak
cremyer, OJIMHYMKYA CBOpAYMBaJia PYJOHUYMKOM U IIEIPO TMOJIH-
BaJia TOIUIEHBIM CIMBOYHBIM MacioMm. Koraa ['epka mpochkina-
cs1, pa3orpeBajia MIX B MUKPOBOJIHOBKE, CTaBWJIa OJTIO/IO HA CTOJ
Y CBEpXY 3Ty BOJMIIIEOHO apOMaTHYIO BKYCHSITHHY MOJIMBajia ME-
JoM. M-m-M. .. ['epka yxe nporoygogajics ¥ OT 3TUX BOCIOMHUHA-
HUI eMy 3aXOTeJIOCh €CTh TaK, YTO 3aKPYKUJIACh TOJIOBa.

I'epka ocranoBuiics. Em€ MuHyTa, OH pa3BepHETCS U yOSKUT
JoMoM. «$1 He 00s13aH pagu KOro-To prckoBath. [Togymaeris —
obeman! A eciu obcrositenbeTBa? IM Hano, BOT MyCTh M UIYT
camu...». ['epka 3amemmi mar, orcraBast Or Komasasl. [IpuHil,



3a/lpaB XBOCT, YBEPEHHO IIEN Brepeau, Puk cnemmn 3a HuM, a
HI3H 3a Pukom. I'epka ocranoBuics.

«MHe BJeTUT OT pOAMTENIeH 3a TO, YTO YIIEN co aBopa. OHu
MIPOCUJIM CETOJJHS HUKY/IA He yxoauTh. Tem Oornee, periaercs Bo-
poc 0 oe3Ke K Mopio. Beg, yxoxky. D1o npobnema IsHa, mycThb
cam e€ pemaet. 5 BooOIIe ero BUKy BIepBbIe!»

I'epka nommén Hazaa. OAuH mar, BTOpou. . .

— Ad, ad, ad...

«Her, H1 32 UTO HE yroBopHTe, JaXe OIJIsIbIBAThCS HE CTaHY !
Jlaet em€, ump kakoi!» I'epka yckopui mar. Puk 3anasn emeé
rpoMue ¥ KajJoO0HO 3acKynl. ['epka He BelAepKas U ONJISTHYJICS.
JloH nexan Ha 3emuie JTUIIOM BHU3. ['epka moOexa Kk Hemy, 3a-
MYTaJCs B TPaBe U TOXKE UyTh HE yIa:

— W, THI KaK 3T0?

— He 3Ha1o0, ClIOTKHYJICS, TYT NEHEK B TpaBe, PUK He npeay-
npeau. 51 3Bajt Te6si, Thl HE OTBETUJI, JyMaJl Thl YIIET. . .

— The1 utO, [IoH! ¥V MeHs mIHYPOK pa3BA3ajcsa Ha KPOCCOBKE,
TOKa 51 C HUM BO3WICS, Bbl YIIUIM Briepén. [JaBan, BcraBau, pa3se
1 Oporry TeOs1. [laxke He qymai Tak.

I'epke BOpyr crano cTeiAHO. Xopolo, YTo IsH ceilvyac He BU-
JIUT, KaK OH MOKPACHEN U BCIIOTENHU €ro JIAJIOIIKH, OH TEP UX O
JUKWUHCBI, UTOOBI IPUATH B CeOsl.

— Bp-p-pa-a-ay — npoypuan [ IpuHi1, yKOpU3HEHHO B3IJISIHYJT
Ha I'epky. — Bp-p-pa-a-ay, — U1 CHOBa BO3IJIaBUJI KOJIOHHY ITy-
TEIlIECTBEHHUKOB.

— Bp-p-p-yH! — npopsryan Puk u nocnenosain 3a IIpunuem.



I'maBa 2.

B komopen cmyckanuch IO OYEpEeOW: TEPBBIM IIPHITHYI
[punu, u nan komanny «Mstyd» Puxy. Puk npeirayn Baus, 'ep-
Ka rioMor JI3Hy cBepxy, Puk noacrasui ciuny BHUA3Y. [ epka ciy-
CTWJICS, 3aKPbLI KPBILIKY U CTAJIO COBCEM TEMHO U XOJIOAHO. ['ep-
Ky oxBarua yxkac. «Kyna mel onanu? CmMoxeM JI1 BEpHYThCS
Ha3aq? TeMHOTa, XOTh V13 BBIKOJH. ..» 1 TYT %€ OT 9TUX MBbIC-
Jiert oH mpuIén B ceds1. «Bot 310 ga! A kak xe JIsn? OH Bceraa
KUBET B TaKoM TeMHOTe? OH B TaKOW TEMHOTE JHEM, BEYEPOM,
HOYbI0? OH He BUAUT HUKOTO BOKPYT ceOsl, He BUIUT CBOUX PO-
qurtenend...» ['epky oxBaruia Ipoxb TO JIM OT cTpaxa, TO JIU OT
XO0JIOA.

— JIoH, THI KaK?

— He 3Haro0. .. xonoaHo. Puk MeHst HeMHOro corpei, uau, 00-
HUMH €TO0.

I'epka o6nsm Puka. [I€c ObUT TOpPSYMM, OH OCTAaHOBHJICS W
KJ1aJ1 KOMaH/Ibl UATY AAJIbILE.

— [I3H, TYT TEMHO.

— Ha? Toraa nepxwuch 3a 1uienky, Puk, Bnepén!

I'epka mén psagoM ¢ coOakoil, 4yBCTBOBAJ €€ CUIJIBHOE TeJIO,
TEIUIO U MY CTajlo CIOKOMHO. PUK HeycraHHO 1marain 3a [IpuH-
ueM. Bpemsa ot Bpemenu [IpuHn ornsaasiBaicsa U B TEMHOTE €ro
71432 CBETWJIMCH 3€JIEHBIMU OTHAMU, OH TO U JI€JI0 HATIOMUHAT O
ceOe He TOJIBKO B3IVISZOM, HO M TIPOU3HOCS KOPOTKOe «MpsIK»,



Kak Obl TOBOPSI, YTO OH 3/1eCh M OOSIThCSI HEKOTO 1 HEUEerO.

[Maxyio 3acTosBIIMMCS OOJIOTOM, BO3IYX CTaJ T'YCTHIM U ChI-
pbIM, JABIIATH CTAIO TPYAHO. ['epka 3axall majabpliaMyd HOC, HO
TaK WATH CTAJIO COBceM HeymnoOHo. [lon Horamu XJomnana Boja,
HET, He XJIoMaJa, a YaBKaJia: YBaK, YBAaK... YBAK, YBAK... YBAK,
yBaK... CTpaHHBIE TAIEKE HE3HAKOMbIE 3BYKH 9XOM MTPOHOCH-
JIVCh U TYT K€ 3aTHXaJIH.

['epke Mmokasasock, YTO OHU HE OJIHU B 3TOM IMOA3eMeIbe, OH
CJIBIITIAJT TSIKETIOE IBIXaHUE 32 CITMHOM, a OTJISTHYBIIKCH, 3aMETHIT
Je-To cHTyST. Ha Hero ymas TycKJIblid CBET OTKYJa-TO CBEPXY U
OCBETHJI CEpeOPHCTYIO KOXKY 3TOrO cyIecTBa. [ epka BCKpUKHYIT,
HO CTpax MepexBaThjI ero ropjo Tak, YTo y Hero mpomna rojioc,
a HOrMW ctaju BaTHbIMU. [1o crimHe mpoOeskana TOHKasl CTpyHKa
IoTa. ...

«Y-y-y, y-y-y, y-y-y...» — JOOHOCHJIOCh OTKYIa-TO C3a/u.
«YX-yX-yX...» — yXaHbe ObLIO COBCEM PsIJIOM, M CHOBA: «Y-y-
Y Y-y-¥, Y-y-y.. o>

B otBeT 1 PHK TUXOHEYKO 3aBbLj1, YTO HABOAWIIO €IIE OOJIbIIIE
cTpaxa.

— Puk! Momun. 9to uTo e1ie 3a HoBocTH! — JI9H OCTaHOBUJI-
cs M MomIagvil cobaKy, MpUKaj ero rojoBy K cede, — Briepén!
Puk 3atux, HO mpuOaBUI CKOPOCTh. ['epka nepskasics 3a MUIEHKY
u He otcTaBasl oT Puka. Ero Tpsicio Menkoit Jpoxbio.

BHesanmHo 4TO-TO 3ackpurneno, ['epka OT HEOXUAAHHOCTH
IIPUCEJI, HO TYT K€ TIOHSLI, YTO OTKPBIBAIOTCS TSIKETbIE BOPOTA.



sk

TsoxEnple CTBOPKY BOPOT MEJJIEHHO Pa3/IBUTAIUCh, CKPUIIS U
noctanbiBasi. CBeT HEOXKMIAHHO Ocjenui ['epky, OH MHCTUHK-
TUBHO Ha CEKYH/y MPUKPbLI 171a3a pykou. [IpuHI| cMeso marnya
3a MOPOT, BCEM BHUJIOM ITOKAa3bIBasl, YTO MyTh CBOOO/IEH, MOXHO
Aty 3a HuM. ['epka Bc€ eme aepxan Puka 3a nuieriky. Puk, He
OCTaHABJIMBASICh, YBEPEHHO CJIE/IOBAJT 32 KOTOM. Pa3HOIIBETHBIN
CaJTIOT OCBETUJI BCE BOKPYT.

MuMoO UM JIIOAKM, OHM OBbUIM OJIETHI B LIBETHBIE ONEKIBI, U
HECJIM MHOTOMETPOBOTO KPacHOTO JipakoHa. Jlionu nenau u TaH-
1IeBaJI TaHell B ero 4yecTb. Kpyrom packaunBaiuch KpacHsie po-
HapH, ObLJIO IITYMHO U Becesio. [ epka OT HeOXKUAaHHOCTH 3aMep,
a OT BOCTOpra Jiaske OTKPbLI POT.

— I'epka, Kyza Mbl nonaym? JTO YTO 32 APKUU CBET, IOYEMY
TaK IIyMHO?

— 1 cam Huuero He mory noHsTh! [Toxoxke Ha HoBbill rog. A
MOXET U HET. ..

— A uro ThI BUIUIIB? Pacckaxu, — J[9H HETEpreanBo AE€prai
I'epky 3a pykas.

— Hy-y-y, BOT UAET KOJIOHHA JII0AEW, OHU HECYT AJIMHHOTO
3mes. ..

— Kaxercs s moHnmaro, 0 4€M Thl TOBOPHIIIb. MHE 3HaKOMa
3Ta peyb, a 3MEN — ITO JIPAKOH !

— W 4r0 310 3HAUUT?

— D70 3HAUMT, 4TO 3T0 KUTal M 376Ch OOJIBIION MPa3IHHMK !
Bort 310 na...



— B cmbiciie Kutaii? Mei uto, nonanu B Kurtain? — I'epka ot
HEOXKMJAHHOCTHU CEJI Ha 3eMJII0 M CXBAaTUJICA 3a rojioBy. — Yto
nenath? Yrto nenars? 4 xouy gomoit!

Bokpyr crosin Takoii 1yM, 4to I'epKuHBI pbliaHus He ObUIU
cibllHbI [I3HY. [I9H NpOTSHYI pyKY U IBITAJICS HAWUTH IpyTa, Mo-
Ka He CIIOTKHYJICSI 00 HEro.

— TI'epka, I'epka, urto c To60i1? Beraaii! Tebe mmoxo?

['epka nogHsICA, HO OTBETUTDb HE YCIIE.

— Huxao! 3npascTByiite, yBaxkaeMble rocTu!

Ilepen nApy3pAMU BO3HHMK CTapel] B KPaCHOM IIEJIKOBOM Xa-
Jate U manoyke HeoOblyHOU popmbl. Ha manouke Oonranuch
KPAacCHbIE TIOMIIOHBI, OHM OBbLIU MOXOKH Ha KpacHble (POHAPUKU.
¥V Hero Obu1a MHHASA cenast Oopona, a B pyke nocox. Psmom ¢
HUM CTOSU1 OCJIMK, HAarpyKEHHbII CyBEHUPAMU U CJIAIOCTSIMMU.

— Kak go6pamics? C Bamu Bc€ Xoporio?

— 3ApaBCTBYITE, — YYTh CJIBIIIHO IPOM3HECTN MAIbYMUILIKY.
['epka ¢ omackoil mocMaTpuBajl Ha CTPAHHOTO CTapUKa U €Ile
Omke npuaBuHyIcs K IoHy. — A mbl rae? Bol k1o?

— Xyanbun! [Io6po noxanoBars B Kuraii. §1 [lans [Jans Jla-
okeH. Y MeHs Heckonbko UMEH: Illo Xun, [Iyn Yen Jlao Pen. A
€CJIM CKazaThb No-pyccku, 51 len Mopo3s!

— Hen Mopo3? Passe mbl onaiau B HoBbil ron? — cripocui
I'epka, HAOpaBIINCh CMEJIOCTH.

— To1 yrapan, I'epa. Ceituac B Kurae Hosblit ron. Hosoron-
HsIsSl HOUb. — 3aKuBaJl cTpanHbiid len Mopos.

— CTpaHHO. .. COBCEM HE TaK BCE, Kak y Hac. — 1enHyJa ['ep-



Ka JI3Hy Ha yxo.

— B kaxmou crpaHe cBou oObuau mpaszgHoBaHust HoBoro
roga. HoBblii rog B Kutae nmeer MHOKECTBO TPaIUIIMA M COO-
CTBEHHYI0 JiereHay. — nponoskui Hlans [lan JlaoxkeH.

— Jlerenny? MHTepecHo. O jerenne 1 HU4ero He Ciblajl, —
OXUBHJICS [I3H.

— XOTuTE, 1 BaM PaCCKAKY.

— KoneuHo, koHeuHo xotum! f 6bu1 ¢ ponutensmu B Kurae,
MBI ObUTH Ha 9KCKYypcuu B [lekune, B XapOuHe, B Xoiixe, e31uIn
Ha Mope B Canbs1. U oOsi3atenbHO moeem eme. Bemp ropon Xoi-
X€ HaXOAUTCS COBCEM PsJIOM C BJlaroBemeHckoM, CTOUT TOJIbKO
nepeceub peky Amyp. Kcratu, peky B Kutae HaszbiBaoT YepHbIi
Hpakon!
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