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Meny3a

Karts, xeHIMHa pasymHasi M pacCyauTeNlbHasi, BOT Yero CHavyaja HUKaK He MOIJA TMOHSTh:
rnoyemMy He UMenn? 3adeM UITH TaKUM CIIOKHBIM ImyTeM? TpaTuth cuiibl 1 Bpemsi. Pe3ars razersl,
KJIENTh, KCEPOKOMUHU, TIOTOM JIOCTaBKa. .. bpe Kakoi-1o. A OTOM [I0 Hee JOIUIO: Kak pa3 Bce mpa-
BIWIBHO. UTO OBI OHA cienasia ¢ UMEHIOM MIUOTCKOro cosiepkanusi? Ckopee BCero, nporsiaesna Obl
OIHUM TJIa30M M YHUUTOKWJIA, HE BAYMBIBASICh B CMBICI. A TYT BCe-TaKl KOHBEPT, MUCbMO — OCsI3a-
€MbIH, peaibHBIN ITpeaMeT. OATh ke YCHIIMS YbU-TO OYEBHUIHBI, COOTBETCTBEHHO BO3HUKAET MbICIIb:
BIPYT 9TO He MpocTo Tak ? Pe3ynbrar, BipoyeM, okazascs TOT jKe CaMblil: Mofiepkaja B pyKax, oBep-
TeJa U TIOHeCs1a BBIKUBIBATh, [IOTOMY UTO CKa3aHHOE B MUCbME HUKAKUM OOKOM HE COOTHOCHJIOCH C
ee JKM3HBIO U TIPOCTO HEe MOIJIO OBITh HUYEM WHBIM, KPOME JIypallkoro po3birpeia. «Eciv neHurn
KU3Hb — CBOIO M OyM3KuX, HUKoMy Hidyero HE TOBOPU!» «<HE T'OBOPH» — 310 0oHa cpasy 3ame-
THJIA — 3aIrIaBHBIMUA OyKBaMHM, Pa3HOKAJMOEPHBIMHU, HO 3arJIaBHBIMU. YTO-TO TaKOE 3HAKOMOE... A,
HY Kak xe: «MHe HyxkeH Tpy, s BbIOpan Bac. [lo ckopoit Berpeun. @antomac». Kto-To permin Bos-
POIUTH JOOPYIO TPAAUIMIO IeCTUAECITHIX. CIOBOM, UyIIIb — ¥ OBITH OBl TUCHMY B IOMOKKE, €CJTU Obl
Ha 1myTy B KyxHI0 KaTio He ocTaHOBUI Teie(pOHHBIN 3BOHOK.

3Bonw Wibs, ObIBIINMI MYXK, KaK pa3 B 3TO BpeMs HAXOJUBILUICS B CTAJUH yXOJa OT BTOPON
KeHbI K TpeTheil. DToT ObBIIMEI Wibsi, U BTopas *keHa ero, Huka, u cama Kats korma-to, cto ner
Ha3aJ], BXOAWIM B OJIHY KOMIIaHUIO. B TO, UTO Ha3bIBAJIOCh TOI/IA «HAIA KOMITAHUS» ... TpeThs kKeHa
Obuta criIbHO moMostoke. Kars ee Tonkom He 3Hama. Huka ke Kak Obla, Tak U octajach Karunoi
xopoleii npusTeapHuIien. Kak-To Tak BblLIo, 4yto Karts B cBoe BpeMs ycTymuia Myxka He TOJIbKO 0e3
6031, HO Jaxe ¢ OOMBIIUM oOJierdyeHreM. [1oToMy UTo 3aMyXk BBIXOIAT HE JJIs1 TOTO, YTOO 3aJM3bIBaTh
paHbl. DTO, BIPOYEM, OTAEIbHAS UCTOPHSL. . .

Nnbs npedbiBal B COCTOSIHUM KpaHEro pasiapa)ieHusi, TOBOPUI MHOTO M Hepa3zdopUHBO,
3aKpbIBask TPYOKY PYKOM, YTOOBI €r0 He YCIIBIIMIAIN TaM, OTKyJa OH 3BOHWI. OH Tak M HE OTYUHJICS
nenmuthes ¢ Kareil cBorMu ropectsiMu ¥ TpeOoBaTh yTemeHus1. Kars npuBeIYHO CiyIaia BIIOIyXa,
JIMCTasi BAJISBLIMIACA Ha CTOJNe kKypHal. UeM-To OH ObUT HEAOBOJIEH, HA UTO-TO KaJOBaJCs, YTO-TO
BCE JIeJIAJIM He TaK, Kak eMy XoTesioch Obl, Huka — B wactHoctH. .. Het, Hy Hajmo ke, OH e elle u
JKaJyercs, 4To 3a 4esioBek! Bapyr B motoke mpomenbkHYya ¢pasa, 3auenusiinas KatuHo BHUMaHUe:
«OHa ¥ TaK B WCTEPUKE, a TYT elle OyMa)Ka 9Ta UANOTCKasl, MyJlaube KaKoe-TO 3a0aBJisieTCsl, TUTI0-
HYTh U pacTepeThb, a OHA YyTb JId HE B MUAJIULIUIO. ..»

— Iocroii, — ckazana Karts, — kakast Oymaxka?

— Tol He ciymaenib, yto ju? [IucbMo Kakoe-TO, OYKBbI U3 Ta3eThl BBIPE3aHbl, MATbYUIIKU
Kakue-HUOY/Ib, XyJIUIaHbl, TOBOPIO TeOe — UyIllb coOaubs!..

— IozoBu Huky, a? — Kars nmouemy-To He COMHeBaJlach, YTO OH 3BOHUT U3 JIOMY, MPOCTO
3aKkpbLIcs ¢ TenedoHoM y celsi B KaOUHETe.

Wibs1, MOMKHO OBITH, TIOYMaJI, YTO OHA pelniia HaKOHel 0ObsICHUTh Huke, Kak ciemyeT pac-
craBarbcs ¢ MyxeM. KaTs ciibliiana, Kak OH KpUUYUT C IJI0XO CKPBITHIM 3HTY3uazmMoM: «Huka! Huka,
ol rie? Mau, Kats ¢ To60i Xx0ueT moroBopuTh».

Pazymeercsi, miucbMo OKa3anoch TOYHO Takoe ke. Huka u3-3a Hero HepBHUYAJA, a BIIPOYEM,
CKOpee BCero, He U3-3a Hero — OHO MPOCTO MOABEPHYIOCH MOJ] PYKY B KauecTBE IOMOTHUTETHLHOTO
npemiora. Karst no6pocoBecTHo ee ycriokanBaia. Cama oHa MOKa He HEpBHUYAA, HO — YIUBUIIACH U,
BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI BHIOPOCUTb, 3aJI0KUJIA TUCHMO B XKypHAJL.

Jlasbiiie coOBITUS CTad pa3BUBaThCs B OerieHOM Temrie. HUKy, Kak BBISICHHUIIOCH BIIOCIIE/I-
crBuM, Katuna peakuus He ygosnerBopwia. OHa couwna, yto Kars oTHOCUTCA yepecuyp JIETKOMbIC-
JIEHHO — TO JIU B CHJTy TIPUCYILIETO eil HelpoImodaeMoro CrioKONCTBU S, TO JI MOAbIrpbiBaeT Wibe, — u
MO3BOHUJIA MOKAJIOBATHCS e11le OIHOM o0Iel noapyre, Jlepe. BuisicHunock, uto Jlepa B TOT ke IeHb
MOJTy4ryIa TaKOe ke MHUChMO U YKe ycresa O3BOHUTh JKeHbKe. A KTO-TO U3 HUX MO3BOHII Mupere.
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N ne tak: Huka no3Bonuia Kenbke cama, HezaBUcHMO OT Jlepbl, a Mupeia, Kaxercs, Mo3BOHUIIA
Huxke... CiioBoM, OpsIIOK CO3BOHA COBEPIIIEHHO HE BaXK€H, a BaX€H Pe3yJIbTaT: BBISICHWIOChH, YTO
TSITh YEeJIOBEK, BCEe — MOAPYTH IOHOCTHU, IPUMEPHO B OTHO U TO K€ BPeMsI MOTYUYMIM MTMCbMa OIuHA-
KOBOT'O HEJIETIOr0 CONePKaHUs ¢ yrpo3amMH U TpeOOBaHHEM HUKOMY HUYETro He COOOIaTh.

KaTtrHa yBepeHHOCTb B TOM, UTO BCE 3TO HE CTOMT BBICICHHOTO SIHIA, HEMHOTO TIOKOJIe0aiach.

JloroBopwiiich BCTpeTUThCs Y KeHbKU, HEBOJIBHO BO3POIMB cTapyio Tpaauimio. Korpa-to
JABHO BCTPEUAIMCh Yallle BCEro y Hee, TOTOMY UTO BCEe KWIM C POAUTENISAMU, a KeHbKUHBIX TTOUYTH
HUKOrJa He ObLI0 JoMa. KoMaHIMPOBKH Kakre-TO OECKOHEYHBIE, YTO-TO OHHM TaM CTPOVITH, KaXKeTCs,
B Monromuu. .. 7KeHbka Obl1a CO3HaTeNIbHAsI, CECCHIO BCET/Ia C/laBajia B CPOK, Ja ¥ BCE OHH, B OOIIEM,
TOXE OMPABJBIBAIIM POIUTENILCKOE IOBEpUE, HO KBAPTUPKY 3Ty UCIOJIb30BAIM B XBOCT U B TPUBY. ..
(Kars, moka exana Tyga, yibiOasiach, BCTIOMUHAsA.) Termepb-TO MOXHO OBbLJIO BCTPEUYaThCsl Y KOTO
yromHo, HO JKeHbKa cpasy crpocuia: «Bo ckoibKo Bac KaaTh?» — Kak OyATO JeJI0 MPOUCXOAUIIO CTO
JIeT Ha3aJl, U HUKOMY He MPHIILIO B TOJIOBY CIIPAIIMBATh: a TIOYEMY UMEHHO y TeOsl.

L

B Te BpeMeHa, cTo JieT Ha3aj, B JIDOOW KOMITAaHUHU TIOYTH BCe IeBOUKU ObLH JleHamu. A y HUX
novyemMy-To — H1 ofgHou JleHsl. 3ato Oputa Mupena. [lmoc K cpaBHUTENBHO 9K30THYECKMM Banepun
¢ Beponukoii — emme u Mupena. CtpanHoe umsi... B yects 6a0ymmku-1piranku, koropyio Kats gonro
curTasa raogaoM MupkuHou (haHTa3uM U KOTOpasi OKa3ajlach CaMoOU 4TO HU Ha ecThb Hactosiien. Kro-
TO TOBOPWJI, YTO Mupesa 3HauuT «BOCXUILAIIas». BrioiHe noaxonsiie, eciu Tax. . .

A oHH, KcTaTH, 0OBIYHO Ha3bIBAM ee MpocTo Mupkoii... Kars Bapyr BcnomHMIIa: ObUT TaKOM
Mmaiiop CokooB, IpernoaaBaTesib BOGHHOIO Jefa. .. Toxe, pa3ymeercs, 3amisapiBaics Ha Mupeny,
KaK U Bce npouue. [Jonro msics, npexie 4eM pa3pelinTb COMHEeHuUs: «$1 u3BuHs0Ch, Muppa, Bbl
Kakou HaumoHabHocTh? EBperickoii?» Karst xmbikHy1a. OHa BAPYT OYEeHb SICHO BCIIOMHUMJIA Maiopa
CokonoBa 1 pa3Becenach.

CoOuparbcsi Bcell KOMITaHMEW OHM TepecTa JaBHBIM-IaBHO. M3penka mepe3BaHUBaJIKCh,
KTO-TO C KEM-TO MHOTJa BUJEJICS, MHOT/IA BCTPEYaICh B MyOIMYHBIX MECTaxX, HO BCE BMECTe — HET. A
TPAJUIMN BCTPEYAThCS TOIBKO KEHCKMM COCTABOM U paHbllle HUKOTJa He ObUI0. DTa BCTpeya, BIPo-
YyeM, Toke Obl1a He BIIOJIHE JEBUYHUKOM — CKOpee, BOEHHBIM coBeToM. CHauasia, pasza, OrOBOPHIIH
0 ToM 0 ceM. HuKTO Kak OyaTo He XOTes MepBhIM KacaThCsl HeMPUATHON TeMbl. CHJIeTi B TOCTUHOWM,
MK KPacHEHbKOE, XKeBasii OyTepOpoabl. JKeHbpKa mpocua MpoIeHnst — He ycriesia HI4ero Mpuro-
TOBHTb, TOJIbKO BEPHYJIaCh U3 KOMaHAUPOBKH, U3 [Tutepa. BepHynack — 1 TyT ke Ha Tebe: CloprpH3ell
B MOUYTOBOM siiike! Kak-To cOMno ee 310 ¢ MaHTaNbIKy, 3alJaHMpOBaIa Kydy Jiell, 1a TaK HUYEero
U He clienana.

Ot 7KeHbKMHBIX M3BMHEHUI €CTECTBEHHBIM 0Opa3oM Mepenuin K oocyxaeHwio. U Tyt xe
TIOHSUTH, YTO TOJIKOM OOCYAWUTh HUYEro He MOryT. B yacTHOCTH, MOTOMY, YTO pearupyioT Ha 3Ty UCTO-
PHIO COBEPILIEHHO MO-pa3HOMY. Kars Bce-Taku CKJIOHSUIACh K TOMY, YTO JIyYllle Ha BCE ITO ILIIOHYTh,
Mupena corjiacHO KMBaJia, HO BUJ1 Y Hee ObLT 03aJaueHHblid. Huka HepBHIUaa, Kycasa ryoy v ToBo-
pUiIa, Y4TO HEIUIOXO Obl BCE XK TaKM pa3oOparbcs. A BOOOIIE OHU B TOT J€Hb BCe OBUTM KaK-TO Ha
ce0s1 He MoXoskH. JKeHbKa, 0OBIYHO pa3roBOPUMBAs U KATETOPUYHAS, CHJIEJIa TUXOHBKO, 3a0MBILICH B
yToJl IUBaHa, 1 KaJIOBAJIach Ha TOJIOBHYIO 00Jb. UepT JepHyT eXaTh HOUHBIM MO€3]J0M, He XOTEJIOCh
JEHb TepATb, MHOTO OT HEro MPOKY, OT Takoro JHs... Jlepa, 1aneko He camasi TpereTHasl U3 HUX, B
nponuioM OoJblnast Mo(pUrucTKa, OYeMy-To Ha 9TOT pa3 Braja B UCTEpUKY. PaccyxaaTth Obula He
B COCTOSIHMHM M YIIOPHO MOBTOPSIJIA, UTO, BO-TIEPBBIX, TO HECITPOCTA U, BO-BTOPBIX, UTO HYXKHO 00pa-
TUTHCS B MIIIMLMIO. [locneqHss MBIC/Ib U3YMUJIA BCEX OIMHAKOBO.

— ThI 3TO Ccepbe3HO? — OCTOPOKHO MOUHTEPecoBaiach Huka.

—Yt0 - 3107?

— Hy BOT 3T0, HacYeT MIWIUIMH.
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— AbcomotHo. Cepbe3Hee HeKy/a.

— U kak THI cebe 310 npencrapisentsb? [ToHeces UM UTYIIbKY ?

— INonecy!

— Jlepa, s Te06s1 ymorsiio! TeOs Tam HUKTO ciymiath He ctaHeT. Hy Thl cama mogymari!

— A 4 UM CKaxy...

— Yro?

— Huuero, — Jlepa MpauHo MaxHysa pykoil. — HeBaxxHo. Ho Benp Tak ke Toxe Henb3s! Beap
YTO-TO ke Haflo. .. «He roBopu!» [la pagu 6ora! { yenoBek He MPUHIMITUATIBHBIN, OXOTHO ITPOMOJTYY,
ecyi HaJlo — HO 0 yeM?! O yem — mommuath? He xonuTh — Kyaa?

Uro-Tto Takoe Kare momepenmiocs B 3TOT MOMEHT, YTO-TO CMYTHO 3HAKOMOE. .. KOIJa-TO 4TO-
TO TaKoe yke ObLIO. ..

— Tax BOT 51 e U TOBOPIO, YTO ITO YyIb KaKasf-TO, — OCTOPOKHO BKJIMHWIJIACh OHA. — Jlaxe
CTBIJHO KaK-TO BCEpPbE3 pa3roBapuBaTh.

— ITats, Kars! ITate mucem, KkTo-TO He nosieHWIcsA. M 3TOT KTO-TO 3HAET MPO HAIITM OTHOILIEHMSI.
N nouemy nmeHHo Ham?

— A BOT 3TO, KCTaTH, He OYEBU/IHO, — MpoOopMoTaia Mupena. — OTKyJa Mbl 3HaeM, MOXKET, UX
ere noj-MoCKBbI OTyYrn ?

— JIefCTBUTEIBHO. . .

— Jla moguTe BBl KyJa MojAajblie ¢ Bameil (popmasbHOu Jorukoil! — Jlepa cTykHysa KyJlakoM
10 pydKe Kpecia. — 1 063BaHMBaIa 3HAKOMBIX.. . .

— W a, — BctaBuna Huka.

— Bor Buaute! Hukto Huuero He ciwiat! Hukro, kpome Hac! OctaBb, Mupka, — 51 3Halo, 4To
BbI ¢ KaTbkoii cefiuac ckaxere! [la, s He Moria 063BoHUTE Bee yenoBedecTBo! Hy u uto? Ipocroii
3[IpaBblii CMBICJI TOBOPUT, UTO 3TO HAM aJJpECOBAHO, HAM — U HUKOMY Apyromy!

Jlepa 3aBoamiack Bee Oonbinie. JKeHs cTpaiaibuecKy CKUMalla BUCKH.

— He xpuun, pagu O6ora, — ckazana Mupena. — Xopoiro, mycTh Tak. [Jasbiie 4to?

— He 3nar0, He 3Ha10 uro0!.. S OBl B MIJIMILIMIO. . .

— C yma comwnal!

N cnoBa no kpyry. CioBoM, TUITMYHOE NEPEIMBAHUE U3 MCTOTO B MOpOXHee. Tak U pas3o-
IIUTMCh, HUA J0 YE€ro He JIOrOBOPUBILKCS.

Kars1, Bipouem, He COMHEBaJIaCh, 4TO Tak OHO M OyaeT. O 4eM TyT MOXKHO ObUIO JOTOBOPHUTHCS?
Tak — nepetepets, BbITycTUTh Nap. Korna nepen yxonom cTosii B epeJHEN — HATATMBAJIM CAIlOrH,
3aMaThIBaIM 1apbl, BO3HUKJIA MUHYTHAsI HEJIOBKOCTh: 3aU4eM COOMPAITUCH, HA YTO PACCUUTHIBAIIN?
[Tponomkare pa3sroBop He UMENO CMbIC/IA, & TOBOPUTH O APYrOM KaK-TO He BbIXOAMIIO. ’KeHs ycepaHO
pbUIach B CyMKe, BaJISIBILIEHCS B IepeJHel Ha TyMOouKe, 1 GopMoTaia cede o Hoc: «Jla rae sk oHo,
yept Bo3bMu! Heyxenu KoHuniIoch ?»

— JlekapcTBo uIieis? — goragaiach Mupena. — Y MeHs1 9KCeIpUH ecTb, xouenib? $1 Bcerma
MIPUBOKY. . .

—Her, cmacu6o. .. MHe 6e3 aHasibruHa He ioMoraeT. la TyT oHo rae-To, ceivac. .. Vlu s motom
BBICKOUYY, aIlTeKa B JIOME. ..

PacuienoBanucs u pazonuiuce. [o nopore nomoit Katst ;ymana He CTOIBKO O TUCbMaX, CKOJIbKO
O TOM, YTO BCE «JEBOUYKM» BBIJISAT OYEHD JJa’ke HEIUIOXO JJIs1 CBOUX COPOKa C XBOCTUKOM, uTo Huka
SIBHO YHBIBA€T M HAaJ0 Obl KaK-HUOY/b B ONMKaiiliiee BpeMsi BCTPETUTBCS C Held, yOequTh TUTIOHYTh Ha
Wbio ¥ BCTPAXHYTHCS. A TIOTOM B CyMKe 3a3BOHIJI MOOMJIBHUK, U OHA MOJHOCTBIO TIEPEKJTIOUMIIACH
Ha COOCTBEHHBIE TEKYIIHE JIelia.

Hena, nannpumep, Takue. 3soHmia Katuna gouka Bapsi — ckazaThb, 4TO eIeT JOMOA, U HEe OlHa,
a ¢ Ooi(peHI0M, KOTOPOTO JIaBHBIM-/IaBHO cOOMpanach MpeAcTaBuTh Kare, HO Bce HUKaK He MorJa
cobparbcst. [ opsAKy cripalmBaia, yIoOHO JIM CErOHS, XOTs sicHee siCHOro Obuio, uto Kars mo
TAKOMY CJIy4ai0 OTMEHHT Bce rpouue jaena. Kars ckazana, KOHEUHO, yIoOHO, 4TO 3a BONpoc! — HO
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caMa HEMHOTO pacTepsiiach, IIOTOMY YTO BEYepOM JOJKeH ObLT mpuidti ['puina, ee coOCTBEHHbIN
6oiippenn. Bapst oTHOocHIIach K HeMy BIOJIHE JIOSUTBHO, HO — KTO €T0 3HAET — MOJKET, CETOJHSI JTydIle
Obl 6e3 TOCTOPOHHMX. He BMoIHe MOCTOPOHHUX, BIIPOYEM. ..

C I'pumeit 66U10 BOT 4TO: OH ObUT MOJIOKe. He To 4To OBl OYEHb HAMHOTO... KaK IOCMOT-
peTh... Ha LIeNBIX IIecTh JieT. KaTio 3Ta pasHuIla BpeMeHaMHu yrHeTasa, a BpeMEeHaMH Ka3ajioch —
BpoJie HUUero crpamHoro. [maBHast 6ea coctosyia B TOM, YTO OHU ObLTM 3HAKOMBI B IETCTBE — TO
ectb B [ 'pummHoM ferctBe, a KatmHoM oTpodecTBe, XOTs IOTOM M TIOTEPSUTH IPYT JIpyra Ha MHOTO
net. Y Karunoii MaTepu Obuta IPUSTEIbHALIA, A Y TIPUATEILHULB — ChIH. «KaTrHON MaTtepu noupyru
ChIH», — KaK cKkazasia Obl Katrna 6a0ymka. ¥ Karu octanoch 0 HeM JI0BOJIbHO CMyTHOE BOCTIOMUHA-
HHe, 3aTO OH roBopwII, uTo Kats mopasuia ero B JeTcTBe Ha BCIO KM3Hb. M 4TO-TO O TOM, KakK OH
yBUjIeIN ee B OeJIOM IulaThe nepe]] BHITYCKHBIM OaioM. .. OX, Jiydirie Okl OH 3TOro He roBopui! YV Hee,
3HAUUT, BBIITYCKHOW, 4 €My B 3TO BpeMsl — CKOJIbKO? — OAMHHAALATh, 4yTo Ju? Kommap!

OHM BCTpETWJIMCh OKOJIO TOfla Hazaj, CAy4aiiHO, y OOMMX 3HaKOMbIX. ['puiia, Kak BbIsC-
HWIOCh, — BIIOJIHE B3POCJIbIM, Pa3BeACHHBIN, /IBAa CHIHA-IIKONbHUKA. KaTs ke mpuMepHO K 3TOMy
MOMEHTY TMOYTH COBCEM IepecTalia IIOHMMaTh, 3a4eM HyXkeH Myxk. [leTn — ia, 1eTu — Apyroe Aeno,
9TO — sine qua non', TTIOC JIIOOOBHUKH BpeMs OT BpeMeHHn. CBOOO/Ia, He3aBUCUIMOCTh — KaK XOPOIIIO!
Tak oHa ¥ K1J1a MHOTO JieT Tioclie pa3Boja ¢ Wibeid. ['puriia moka kak OyaTo BIUCHIBAJICS B 9Ty CXEMY,
HO YTO-TO OBLIO HE TaK, OTHOIIEHUSI KyJa-TO JBUTAIUCh, B KaKYI0-TO HEOXKUAAHHYIO CTOpOoHY. Kats
MOKa He 3HaJIa, KaKk K 9TOMY OTHOCHTBCS.

C Bapbkoii ['puinia TOBOJIBHO JIETKO HaIIe OOIINIA SI3bIK, HO KTO 3HAET, KaK OHO OyeT C 3TUM
6oiippernom. .. Ckazarp, 4to ju, [ puirie, 4ToObl HE TPUXOIUI?

Karst HemMHOT0 omasijiach HaJi STUM BOITPOCOM, BHIOMPasi MMPOKHbIE, & TOTOM PEInIIa IyCTUTh
3TO JIeJI0 Ha CaMOTeK.

3ps oHa omacanack. BappkuH AHTOH 3apaHee HpPaBWJICA €Ml MO paccKazaM M B JKU3HHM OKa-
3aJicsl He XyKe, O4eHb CJIaBHBINA. [lepxaiicst xoporio, cBod6oaHo. [Ipyu 3ToM BpeMeHaM# OIS AbIBAT
Ha BapbKy, CIIOBHO TMpoBepsis, JOBOJIbHA JIM OHA UM, BCE JIM B MOPSIJIKE, — U MPABUWIILHO JIeNIall, 3TO
Kate Toxxe nmonpasmiock. BooOie Ha Bappky oH cMoTpen kak Hajo. U ¢ ['puiniei oHu ¢ X0y Hanum
OOIIUY 3K — CTIepBa TEHOM M KJIOHUpOBaHUe (OIMH — OMO(U3UK, IPYrol — CTyIeHT Orodaka), a
MoTOM TipocTo Be€ noapsia. CioBoM, MOMy4YWICS CIaBHbIN cemeinblii Beyep. [Ipocto ommuHo. Hu
MaJIeHIIell HeJIOBKOCTH, HU OHOM TATOCTHOW may3bl. Cuaenu, OonTaiu, equ-Muid, CMesUTUCh — U
TaK, TIOKa He 3a3BOHMII TesieoH. Bapbka, TOBOIbHAS, OKUBJICHHAS, IEPBOI METHYJIACh B COCE/IHIOI0
KOMHATy M Yepe3 MHUHYTY BEpHYJIach C TpyOKoi. JIMIO pacTepsiHHOE, Ila3a MIMPOKO PACIaxHYThI,
BUJ1 UciiyranHbii. TpyOKy oHa Jieprkajia Kak-TO CTPAHHO — B BBITSIHYTOM pyKe.

— 310 Tebs. Jlepa. Kaxercs, 4T0-TO CIIy4nIioCh. . .

o nepBoMy ke «aje» CTajlo MOHATHO: YTO-TO OYE€Hb HEXOPOIIIO.

— Yro ciayuwiiock? — 3amupasi, cripocuia Kars.

— JKenbky MammHa coOua.

—T'ocnioou, xak?!

— He 3Hato, He 3Hai0, HUYero He 3Hao! S Mo3BOHMIIA, XOTeNa y3HaTh, KaK ee rojIoBa... a TaM
CBEKpoOBb, ¢ [leThkoll ocranack, Pemop B GonbHUIy Toexai... [Tnoxo Bce, Katb. OHa B peaHnma-
muu. .. Tl moegems?

[oTom ObLTa TOBOJILHO OECCMBICIIEHHAS TTOe3/IKa B OOJIbHUILY, OECKOHEYHOE CUIEHHE TO]1 JIBe-
PbI0 peaHUMaIVH, JIUIA, CU3ble OT OOJMBHUYHOTO OCBEINeHHs], TATOCTHOE MoTJaHue. .. Hamo 4ro-to
ckazatb JKenbkuHomy Pefe, nopjaepxarh Kak-1o, a kak? Yro Tyt ckaxeus? Huka u Mupena toxe
npuexaiy, — MUHYT uepe3 gecatb nocne Karu c Jlepoi, Jlepa um nossonuna.

Hwuuero xoporero Bpau He ckaszai. Koma — 1 uto fganbiie Oyaer, HHKOMY HEU3BECTHO.

! Heo6xomamoe ycnoBue (sam.).
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N3 GonpHUIIB BHITUTM B MpayHOM Moyyanud. Huke ¢ Mupesnoit 66110 B oiHy cTopoHy, Kate
¢ Jlepoii — B apyryio. Tak u mm momva. Bapyr Jlepa ocTaHOBIIIACH M BBIKPUKHYJIA 9y Th JIA HE 3I00HO:

— Kakoro uepra ee Ha y/uIty MOHECIO, XOTesa Obl s 3HATh?

— Bomnpoc 13 crapunHOi koMeun. BooOie Ha yauily He BBIXOIUTh?

— Ona xe JoxuThest coonpanack. Kya ee monecno Ha Houb misias? [omosa Oonena, TabieTky
XOTeJia PUHSATD. . .

— Moxer, 3a TabneTKamMu U Toluia, — 3aIyMYrBO cKa3zaina Kartsa. — YV Hee KOHUMJIHCH, YTO JIH,
noMHuIIb? XOTs HeT, Tora Obl OHA JIAJIEKO He YIILIA, alTeKa-To Y HUX B JOME. ..

— Tak oHa u He ynuia, ee BO 1Bope comm!

— Kak - Bo nBOpE?

— A Bor tak! He 3Haio s kak! [IpoHecnach Kakasi-To CBOJIOUB, PUYEM, BUAMMO, Ha TIOJTHON
CKOPOCTH, HY U HE OCTAaHOBHWJIACh, SICHOE Jies10. Bpoye kTo-To n3nanu ypuaen u nogodexan. Tak ens
roBoput. TeMHO TaM OBbLJIO, HUYETO TOJIKOM He pas3risauiib. Hu Homepa, HU 1IBeTa — HUYETO. ..

[Nocnenaue cnoBa oHa JOrOBapHBaja, Aymas Kak OyATo O ApyroM. B 3Ty ke ceKyHIy Mexmy
HUMHU TPOIUIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, CMyTHAasl MBIC/Ib, 3aCTABUBINAs 00X B3/IPOTHYTh M 3aCTHITh Ha
Mmecte. A niotom Jlepa 3aroBopuiia cHOBa, yxBaTuB Kartio 3a pykaB U 715451 €11 B JIMLIO COBEPIIEHHO
TOPSYEYHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— Tol moHMMaelb, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT?

— Mooicem 3HaUMTS, — oTIpaBwiia Katsi, Bee ernie Haiessch MOOeAUTh TOICTYMAIOIIHIA Xa0C JIOTH-
KOH. — A MOXeT U He 3HaunTh. [IofineM, XOJIOTHO CTOSATD.

Jlepa mokopHoO crienana napy 1aroB, HO TYT K€ CHOBAa OCTAHOBHJIACh.

— Kars, noxanyiicra! — B rosioce 3By4asio 4TO-TO MOX0Xee Ha HACTOAILYI0 MoJbOy. — Hy mociy-
1I1aid, 51 e He mpolry TeOs co MHOM cornamiatbesi! [To-TBoeMy, 3T0 coBmajieHue, Tede Tak KoMgopT-
Hee — MycKaii, Ha 3/10poBbe. Ho, moxanyiicra, moxaiyicra, JaBail pacCMOTPUM JIPYTYI0O BO3MOX-
HocTb! JlaBaii 0OcyIuM Kak crieftyer, 4ToO BCe MO MOJI0UKaM, Kak Thl yMeelllb. 1 He TOBOPIO CEeroHs
— cerofiHsl HOUb Ha JiBope. A 3aBTpa? [laBaii 3aBTpa, a? [lepeceuemcs rae-HUOY/b. ..

Kars, koHeuHo, cornacuiack. Bo-niepBbiX, Bce paBHO He mepeybeauth. Ho He Tonbko. Bbuio
KOe-4To errie. [opasio jierye ObUIO0 «pacKJIaIbIBaTh IO MOJIOYKAM», COYMHATH JETEKTUB, YeM Tpe/l-
craBnsATh cede JKeHbKy Oe3 co3HaHMsI Ha OOJMBHUYHON KOMKe. A BOBce 00 3TOM He JymMarh — HeET,
TaKOU OMNIIMHU yXke He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO, YBHI.

W Bot, Kars dyectHO monpoboBania paccyxaars. EMUHCTBEHHOE, 4TO OHa cee Mo3BONuIa, —
9TO Ha4aTh CO CJIOB: «ECM UCXOAUTh U3 TOTO...» U MOAYEPKHYTh ITO «ECIM» ISl TIOPsIKA U st
OYMCTKHU coBecTH. [lenio OblIo B Kade, OHM BUETBEPOM BCTPETUIIMCH TaM Ha CIICAYIOIIUN JIeHb.

— Ecim ucxomuTh U3 TOTO, YTO 3TH MKChMAa HAMKCAHBI BCEPhE3 U alpecOBaHbl IMEHHO HaM,
TO, OYEBHIHO, CIIEIYeT MPEATNONOKHTh, YTO MBI, BCe MATEPO, 0OMagaeM Kakou-10 MH(pOpMAIIIEH,
KOTOpasi MPECTABISIET ISl KOTO-TO OMACHOCTb.

H-na, He 0COOEHHO. .. «KaKOK-TO», «KOr0-TO», U BOOOIIE — Toxke MHe aeaykims! Te, omgHako,
CIIyIIAJIM KaK 3aBoposkeHHble. CrienoBasio nmpogomkars. Ho Tyt HeoxuganHo Berynmia Jlepa.

— U ecnm Tak, TO 3HAUMT, JKeHbKa JAEHCTBUTEIHFHO YTO-TO 3HaJA. Vu miepBasi gorajianach, o
4yeM pedb. Ml HaBepHOe, permiia, 9To Jydilie He MOJTJaTh. ..

— Epynna! — ¢ nocanoi npepBasia Mupena. — OTkyaa, o-TBOEMY, 3TOT Y€JIOBEK MOT y3HaTb,
YTO OHA COOMpAeTCs JIeaTh?

— Kakoii yenoBek?

— Hy a10T... 3n07¢€#. JaBait nanbie, Katb.

— Ha, — ckazana Kars. — MHe Toxxe Kaxercs, 4to 1po 7KeHbKy MokKa JiyuIie He Hafo. 3HauuT,
CMOTpUTE: €IUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MBI MOXEM Ceivac CleNiaTh, — ITO MOMBITATLCS TIOHATh, O UM B 3TUX
MUChbMax ueT peub. Ecm nmoiimeM, To, MOXeT ObIThb, yragaeM, KTo UX Harucal. Jasbiie: 3To T0IKHO
OBITH YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO 3HAEM, BUJIENH, CJBIIIAIA UMEHHO MBI S Obl, IOXaIyil, CKa3ajla — Halle
o0I11iee BOCIOMUHAHUE.
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— Bocriomunanue? — niepecripocuia Huka.

— Pazymeercs1, BocrioMrHaHUe, UToO e elie? — orpe3aia Mupena. — MHOro y Hac B rocjie/iHee
BpeMsl O0IIMX BHeYATICHU?

— Hy na, BoT 1 51 0 ToM ke, — kuBHYyJIa Kats. — A mpomuioe y Hac kKak pa3 ooOmee. Ocraercs
MYCTSYOK: BHIKOBBIPATD M3 HAIIETO OOIIEro MpOoIUIOro YTO-HUOYIb TAKOE. .. Iofo3puTenbHoe. M TyT
s T1ac.

-

— N 1. Huyero nono3puTesibHOrO. ..

— Iocroiite! — Bapyr nmpodopmotana Jlepa, nepederas riiazamu ¢ OfHOM Ha apyrywo. — Kak xe
Bbl Tak ropopute? A... A lNapuk?

Tyt Kars, Hao ckazatb, pactepsiiach. «YTo ke ¢ mamsThio, Tpakaane?» — Kak JIoOWI UHTe-
pecoBatbesi Bynrakos. To ecTh gake He ¢ MaMAThIO, a BOoOIIe ¢ TonoBoi! UTto 3a Heserbie (hOKYCHI
BBIKM/IbIBAET co3HaHue? Jlepa Beab coBEpILIEHHO IpaBa. . .

— D710 ObLT HECYACTHBIN ClTy4ail! — HEO)KUIAaHHO BRIKPUKHY/Ia Mupena u jo0aBuiIa CTpaHHbIM,
MPUIYIIEHHBIM roiocoM: — Beap Mumunus. . .

— Ha, s 3Hat0, OHU NpoBepsn. .. [a, ckazanu: HecyacTHbIi ciydail. Ciymaite, Mbl HUKOTIA
PO 3TO HE... 1a ¥ BOOOIIIE. .. MAJIO BUAGIHUCH. .. C TeX Mop, — Jlepa roBopuiia ropssuo u cOMBYMBO,
00BOIIsI BCEX CTPAHHBIM B3MJIsI0M. — HO CKakuTe MHE — BHI UTO, MIpaB/ia BEPUTE, YTO OH MOT 3aKPBITh
3Ty 4epToBY 3aci0HKY? Bbl uTO, HE NOMHUTE?

Kak e HEe TOMHUTS. ..

...INoe3n mpuxoamn B *** B yerpipe ¢ yeM-To yTpa. Houblo Kakue-To 6e3yMIIbI-UCTOITHUKH
3a4eM-TO PACKAJIWIIA BaroH JIOKPAcHa, AbIIIATh HEBO3ZMOKHO, TO3TOMY MEepPBbIi MOMEHT Ha MeppoHe
roKazaJicsi OJIaKEeHCTBOM, W TIPOIILIO ellle HECKOJILKO MHUHYT, ITOKa OHU OCO3HAJIM, KaKOW Ha caMOM
JieJie CTOMT 3BEPCKUM X0Jof]. PyKu-HOIM 3akOveHen u B ABa CYeTa, HO3JAPH CTaIU MPOTUBHO CJIM-
natbCs. A 70 Teria MexIy TeM ObLJIO UJITH U UJITH, IIIeCTh KMUJIOMETpoB JiecoM. U rmaBHoe — coBceM
HOYb. JIyHa — TO €cThb, TO HET, COCHBI UepHBIe, TeMHee Heba, Ha CHery TeHHu. .. M Xomom, Xomo KyT-
kuid. Kare-To Kak pa3 ObLJIO BCce paBHO: XOJIOAHO — He XononHo. Eii Gonbine riaza memanu. Ko,
IIUTIAJIO, BEKM TsDKENbIE, XOTh MalbliaMu MoabiMaid. OT HeJJOChIIla, KOHEYHO, M He TOJIBKO B MOE3/IE.
Omna BooOIIe B MocyieHre THU Mayio craya. Crac yietaa B 3TOT camblil AeHb. J[lo camorneTa ocTa-
BaJIOCh HECKOJIbKO YacoB. bbula 3ajaua — Ha yackl He cMOTpeTh. Bce, nmepeBopaunBaeM CTpaHMILy.
Jla, Bpouem, CMOTPH He CMOTPH, B 3TOM TEMHOTE pa3Be UTO-HUOYAb pas3risauirb. COCHBI pacIiibl-
BAIOTCs, TEHU PACIUIBIBAIOTCS — JIa UTO $1, CIUTIO, uTo Ju? i onsarts ravy?

Omna cHavasa BooOIIe He XoTeJia exaThb, He ObUIO HacTpoeHust, HO Ubs ee yroBopul. YroBapu-
BaJI OUeHb 'PAMOTHO: HH cJIoBa 0 KaTuHbIX mpodiiemax, oejieM, TaM 3Haelllb Kak 3/I0pOBO! Kak ke —
BCe MOE/IYT, a Thl HeT?! TaM Jiec, n30a epeBeHCKast, HACTOSINAS, CTEHBI IBIIIAT, HAC B yCaAbOY MyCTHT,
XPaHUTENN — POIUTESLCKUE JIPY3bsl, 3aX0Uelllb — MOKEM IMOKUTh, KaK MOMEIIMKH! BOIOUKA TOoCe
MOPpO31Ia 3Haelllb Kak xoporio uaetr? ['apuk rutapy BO3bMET, MOTYJISIEM B JIECY, BOIOUKH MPUMEM,
TMIECEHKY CIIOeM, CTHIIKU IMounTaeM, noexasu! M ToibpKo 1moj caMblii KOHell JoOaBUJI: 4ero B MockBe-
TO cueTh? Bce paBHO HUKAKOTO TOJIKY He Oy[er.

Tocka TocKkol, HO MOPO3 B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BCe-TakM B3si1 cBoe. Yepes momuaca Kars, kak u
BCe Tpovure, yke He Jasiia Kak gooparbcs 10 Mecta. Korja jiec KOHUWICS U OTKPBUIOCH TIOJE, a 3a
HUM TOKa3aJIMCh OUePTaHUs KPBIIL, Pa3ajics eIMHOAYIIHbIA BOIUIb BocTopra. OIHaKO pajoBaThCs,
KaK BBISICHIIOCH, ObUIO paHo. [IJIsh HUX, TOPOJICKUX KHUTENIeH, JOM aBTOMATHYECKH O3HAYAJT 3aIUTY
OT XoJiofa. A MeXIy TeM B HETOIICHOW M30e OKa3aJoch UyTh JIM HE XOJIOJHEee, YeM Ha YyIuIle, —
BO3MOXHO, OT 0OMaHyTOrO OXUJAHUS.
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Tam ObUTa OfTHA TIPOCTOPHAS KOMHATA, MMOJeIeHHAs HA TP YacTH JBYMS 310POBEHHBIMHU I1€Y-
KaMU, JIOXOIUBIIUMHU TIOUTU JIO TIOTONKA. «Ta — pyccKasi, a 3Ta — MPOCTo, — OOBsACHWN Wb, —
Huuero, mac npotonum!» Ho «imac» He Bbiiinio. He xoTenu pacrammBaTbCsi HU Ta HU Apyrasi. 3aHu-
MAaJTUCh TUM JiesioM Mitbst — Kak X031H 1oMa, 1 Cariika — Kak O0JIbIIon pycogu, TIoOUTE b PyCCKOM
CTapWHBI, Pa3 MATHAAIATH CO BKYCOM IMOBTOPHBIIUI: «CEHU» U «TOpHUIIa». [louemMy-To 3Ta KapTUHKA
TaK M CTOsUIa Mepej] ra3amu: Vibs, TOIIMA, TOJTOBSI3bIN, COTHYJICS Mepe]] MIeYKON B TPU TOTuOeH,
pagom — Carrrka, JenoBek-1kad), Ha KopToukax. OcTajibHble OTHOCKHIIN IPOBa U pa3oupaii, cTyda
3ybamu, CyMKH. [IpoBa MOATAIIIN, CyMKH pa300pasii, a OTOHb BCE HE Pa3ropasics, U TaK — MOKa 3a
neno He B3suicst [apuk. TyT %ke Bce 1 3aTpenialio, v 3aropesioch Kak HaJlo. «5l He JepeBeHCKUI KUTeb
Y He TICYHBIX JeJT MacTep, — COOOIIMI OH, KMBas U PACKJIAHMBASICh B OTBET HA alUIONUCMEHTHI. — 5
MPOCTO MUPOMAH ¥ MIOTOMY TIPO OTOHb 3HaI0». A Be4epoM, KOrjja OHH, MepecTapaBIlvCh, HATOITUIN
710 TAaKOW CTETIeHH, YTO MPHIIUIOCh Pa3eBaThCsl O HIKHETO Oellbs, TOT ke ['apuK OObsSCHST UM, UTO
9TO KaK pa3 XOpOIIo, TEIUIO MPOAEPXKUTCS JI0 YTpa, U elle OObICHSJI, MoYeMy HH B KOEM Ciydae
HEJTb3s1 3aKPBIBATh 3aCJIOHKY, TIOKA He IMOTacHYT MOCJIeAHUE OTOHBKY U BCEe HE TIPOTOPHT JI0 KOoHIa. U
BOPOIIWJI YIJIM KOYEProu, MoKa HAKOHEIl He CKa3aJl ¢ YIOBJIETBOPEHHEM: BCe, BOT Tenepb MokHO. C
TeX 1op, Kyza Obl OHU HU €3]JWJTH, OH BCEI/Ia OTBEYAJI Y HUX 32 OTOHb — Oy/Ib TO KOCTep WJIM TeYKa.

W3 Toii moe3aku 3amoMHIIIOCH Koe-4uTo 3a0aBHOe. Hampumep, Takoe: ¢ yTpa K Ux u3de motsi-
HYJIUCh «XOIOKW» — MECTHBIC KUTEJIU C TIOHOIICHUSIMU: COJIEHBIMU OT'Y pLIaMH, TpUOaMu, MOYCHBIMU
si6mokamu, Kamyctoi. Vibst mpuHuMaUt, Oarogapui, KpacHe, HeJIoyMeBal, a OHU BCEel KOMTIAIITKOM
MOKATBIBAJIUCH CO CMEXY Y TOBOPHJIM: HY UTO K Thl XOUelllb, BCE MPABUIBHO — OapuyK MpHexas, u3
camoit MockBbl. Ha camom Jiesie, MecTHBIE TaK BhIPaKaJv JTIOOOBb K VITIOIIMHBIM POIUTENISIM, MIJICH-
M JTIOJSIM, KOTOPBIE CTO pa3 MOMOTAId UM PelliaTh caMmble pa3Hble poodieMsl. JIydien 3akycku
TI0/T BOJIKY, KaXeTCsl, HUKTO U3 HUX HUKOT/IAa He TTPOOOBAJL.

U eme npyroe, coBcem He 3a6aBHOe. Msico. Kakumu razamu Te ke MECTHbIE CMOTPEJIH Ha
MsICO, KOTOPOE OHH, MO yKa3zaHuio VITIOMUHBIX poauTese, MpuBe3id U3 MOCKBBI «Ha MOJAPKW».
Takumu razamu. .. YacTh KyCKOB MPOTYXJIA B )KapKOM BaroHe, M Terepb BOHsIA HA BCIO 30y, OHU
¢ Hukoii 3axanm HOCBI M MOOEsKaIl Ha YJIUITY — CKOpee BRIOPOCHTh, HO HA TIOPOTe UX MepexBaTua
XpaHHUTENILHALIA YCaTbObl. «BbI UTO, IEBOUKM? — TOBOPWJIA OHA, UYTh JIU HE 33]IpIXasiCh. — BHIOpAchHI-
Bath? ['ocnionk ¢ Bamu! OtHaiite MHE, €C/IM BaM HE HY:KHO, MHE BHYKOB KOPMUTb HeueM !» — «[loxa-
Jy#icTa, KOHEYHO... — Oecriomontno 6opmoranu Karst ¢ Hukoii. — Toinbko OHO ke TIPOTYXJIO, CITbI-
IIMTE, 3aMax Kakou?..» — «A s ero B yKCyce BBIMOYY, B YKCyce...» A caMa CMOTPHUT Ha 3TO MsICO,
CMOTpPHUT... BoT %u3Hb coOaubs!.. KaTio 10 cux mop nepeaepruBaio OT OGHOTO BOCIIOMUHAHHMS.

Boo0i11e e Bce ObIJI0 B TOUHOCTH TaK, Kak oderman Mitbs. YUncTelimmi nbsiHbIA BO3IyX, JTOITHE
MIPOTYJIKH, TPel, CHEKKH C SPOTUIECKUM TOATEKCTOM, Tpel, OeCKOHEUHBIN Tpell, 3aCTOJbe, TIeCHH,
cruxu, Tpen... Katina 6e1a, pasymeeTcs, HUKY/Ia He JIelach, HO BPEMEHHO CBEPHYJIACh KJIIyOOUKOM,
JOXHUIasICh BO3MOKHOCTH BHIOPOCHTS JIally U Ollapanarh PacTONBIPEHHBIMU KOTTMH. Bomouka TyT,
KOHEYHO, HeMaJlo CIocOOCTBOBAJIA, Yero rpexa Tautb. M B aToMm Wibs He 0OMaHyJ1, O4eHb XOPOIIO
OHa IIIJTa ¢ MOPO31Ia TIOJT MECTHBIE cojieHus. JleasHas Tibi0a BHYTPH MOCTYIIHO TO/ITanBasia, pa3Bs-
3BIBAJICS S3BIK, M HU C TOTO HU C Cero MeJibKaJla HeOXKHIaHHAsI MBICITUIIKA: a BAPYT BCe eIlle HUYero
— Kak ero tam? — }X13Hb He KOHUYaeTcs B AeBITHaALATh JeT? Hy BoT, 1 ObUIa Kakasi-To MbsHOBaTas,
OecToskoBast HOub ¢ Mibei, 3a Mevkou, — yX OueHb MPOCHII, Ia U BOOOIIe — 4ero tam! — OT KOTo-
PO¥, HeCMOTPsI Ha BeCh IIbSTHOBATBIN HAIPHIBUMK, KAK HA CTPAHHO, HE OCTAJTIOCh HEMPUATHOTO OCAJIKa,
CKopee HaoO0OpOT.

A errie moe3Ka 3arioMHIJIACh TeM, YTO MIMEHHO TaM B OJTHOM U3 ITOJTHOUHBIX Pa3roBopoB Backka
BIIEPBbIE YIIOMSIHYJT 00 OTIIE, ¥ 3TO OBUIO HAYAJIOM KOHIIA. . .

Her, cTon, mo3BosbTe, OMATH Yermyxa Kakasi-To, 9TO aMATh CHOBA BBIKU/IbIBaeT HoMepa! Kakoe
K€ HavyaJio KOHIIA, KOT/ia 3To ObLIa YyTh JIM HE MepBasi X cOBMecTHas noe3aka? He Obuio TaM HUKa-
koro Bacu u ObITH He MOIJI0, 1 Mupesbl Toxke He Obi10. OHU CKOPO TIOSIBSITCS: CHavasia OHa, OTOM
OH, C HEOOJIBIIIMM WHTEPBAJIOM, M TOTJIa BCE MOUET MO-IPyroMy, O4eHb MHOTOE U3MEHHTCS, HO eIlie
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He ceivac, UX Moka HeT. BacbkuH oTell. .. 1 Bce 3T0 — 3TO Apyras 1moeszika, yepe3 Tpu roga. [locien-
HUI TO/1 y4eObl.

Ho Benp HemocTukuMo, IPOCTO B TOJIOBE He YKJaapBaeTcs. Kats B ceOs He Moryia mpuiiTy.
Kak, ckaxure Ha MHJIOCTb, MOXHO OBLJIO HE CONOCTABUTh, HE BCIIOMHHTH BOT 3TOTO CaMoOro, BOT
9TOr0 BCEro: Mpo MOe3IKH, Mpo rnedky? [louemy oHM ¢ TakOU FOTOBHOCTBIO TOBEPUIJIA B HECUACTHBIM
cnyyaii? Jleno He B TOM, YTO 3TOro He MOmIO ObiITh. KOHEYHO, Bce MX BOCIIOMHMHAHWS HUYETO HE
JOKa3bIBalOT. MOT OBITh M HECYACTHBIN CITyUaid, HUKTO HE 3aCTPaXOBaH OT CAMBIX UAMOTCKUX OIMIAOOK.
Ho He 3agymaTbcsi, He yCOMHUTBCSI HA Ha cekyHay! MHTepecHo, uro BcriomHwIa uMeHHo Jlepka. Hy
Jlepke-To, IOITYyCTUM, ¥ KapThl B pyKHU — B Ty, TIEPBYIO, IOE3/IKY B ***ckoe onu ¢ ['apukom errie ObLu
BMecTe, HO BeJlb JIEJIO ke He B 3TOM, OHU-TO Bee Toxke TaM Oblin! Camoe ynuBuTeNIbHOE: cTomIo Jlepke
3aMKHYTHCS — U MOKAIYICTa, HUKAKUX COMHEHUM, BCE 3HAIOT, O YeM OHa!

— INouemy THI MOTUaIa? — BOMPOC BepTesics Y BceX, HO 3ajaia ero Huka.

— Korpa?

— Torga! Korna ato ciyuunnocs!

Jlepa oOBena MX pacTepsHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— MHe ToNBKO ceiyac MpUIUIO B royioBy... YecTHoe cioBo... BOT Korja cranu roBoputh O
MOJJO3PUTENILHOM. . .

— KonnektuBHoe 3atMenue. .. — npodopmotaia Kars. — JlagHo, 1omycTiM, KTO-TO BUJIENT TaM,
Ha Jlaue, 4TO-TO MOJ03pUTEIbHOE. MOKHO MPUHSATH KaK pabodyio BEpCHIO. A eCliv Tak...

— A ecimu Tak, — nepeOusia Mupena, — TO HaJ0, BO-TIEPBBIX, BCIOMHUTb, KTO Tam ObUT. Beex
BCIIOMHUTD. [10TOM BBISICHUTB, KTO He Moydas nuckMa. KTo momyuuni, ToT He mucat.

— Bor Wnbsa, Hanpumep, He nomyyvail... — Huka noexwiacs. — Ho 4to-10 41 HE Jymalo, 4To 310
OH...

MupkuHa J0oruka, KOHEYHO, XpoMasia. JIorka y Hee 4acTo XpoMasa, IUieBaTh OHa XOTesa Ha
JIOTHKY, YTO Ha3bIBACTCS — HE yJOocTamBajia ObITh YMHOI. KTO momy4mi, TOT He muca, — 3TO ele
Ky/Ia HH 1710, XOTsI TOXe. .. TeopeTndecku modast M3 HUX MOIJIA HAIKUCaTh cama ceOe, 9YTOObI OTBECTU
nioio3penust. Ho 31o nagHo, 31O, IOMYCTUM, MAJIOBEPOSITHO. Y TBEPKAaTh, UTO CIIPaBEIIMBO 0OpaT-
HOe, U IMOJJ03peBaTh BeeX, KTO ObLT B TOT Beuep Ha Jjaue, a MUChbMa He TIOJTyUYHII. .. — BOT 9TO, KOHEYHO,
HATsKKa, HO BOOOIIIe-TO MpaB/ia XOpoIo Obl BCIOMHUTB, KTO TaM ObLI M Kak Bee ObL10. U elie XxopoIro
OBI. ..

— U eme Herioxo Obl MOHSATH, TIOYEMY MHChMA MPUIILTA TOJIBKO JKeHIIIMHAM, — cKa3ana Kars
BCIyX. — A camoe cTpanHoe — 3Haete uto? [louemy ceituac. Ckomnbko Jsiet niponuio? Hecars? daxe
oonbiie! Beapb 00 310 BOT Bee pa3ouBaeTcs, nonumMaete? Hy gomyctum, KTo-To OOUTCs, UTO €ro 3acTy-
KaJIi, HO TI0YeMy OH ceivac crioxBatuiicsl-To? [louemy He BbUIE3 TOI/IA K€ U IOUEMY HE YCIIOKOMJICS
3a CTOJIBKO JIeT?

— 3HauuT, YTO-TO JIpyroe, — pa3Bena pykamu Mupena.

— A He OBUTO HUYErO Apyroro! — azapTHO BHIKpUKHYA Jlepa. — B cMbIcie: HUYero mogo3pu-
tesibHOTO! IlpaBaa Beaw, Karn?

— He 3narw. .. [oxanyii... Hy xopoino, naBaiite, 4o Jii, BCe-TaKH MOMPOOyeM BCTIOMHHUTh, KaK
TaM Bce ObLI0, JeTaiu Kakue-HUOYp. . .

— Xoporo 6sl pororpaduu HaiiTH, — fodaBwia Huka. — Jlyumre Bcnomunaetcst. Kto-To Bepb
CHHUMAJI, IOMHUTE?

— Ja, Hayto OyAeT MOKMCKaTh.

[TycteiHHOE Kade K Beyepy HEOXMIAHHO 3alOIHUIOCH JI0AbMUA. CTaHOBUJIOCH JIOBOJBHO
uryMHo. Ternepb UM MPUXOIUIIOCH TO U JIEJIO HAKJIOHSITHCS JPYT K APYTY U MOBbIIIATH rojoc. Kars
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npeacraBujia, Kak BLIIVIAAWUT UX T'PYHIIKA CO CTOPOHLI: YETBHIPE IJICTAHTHBIC JaMbl, CUOAT, KaK 3aro-
BOPIIUIIBI, I'OJIOBA K I'OJIOBE U BLIKPUKUBAIOT BPEMA OT BPEMCHU CTPAHHBLIC BEIIH.

— JlaBaiiTe Bce MOAyMaeM JIOMa Kak Clie[lyeT, — IPeAJOKMIa OHA. — A TIOTOM BCTPETUMCS U
CPaBHUM — KTO YTO BCLIOMHMIL.

Ha tom 1 nopemmiu.

[Tpuns nomoii, Karst mpu nepBoil e BO3MOXHOCTH B3slach 3a Jefio. [lepepbuia saimuk ¢ goto-
abOOMaMH, U3BJIEKJIa HY)KHbIE U MIPUHSIACh UX paccMaTpuBarth. [a... B onHy U Ty e peKy Kak pas,
MOXET, U MOXHO... — Yero TaM, Bojia ¥ Boga! A BOT TOT, KTO BXOAUT BO BTOPOH pa3, YK TOUHO He
paBeH ceOe, BXOOUBILEMY B MEPBBIiA. A BIpoyeM, MoxeT, [ epakauT 00 5TOM ¥ TOBOPUIL. .. UM BOBCE
HE TOBOPUJI HUYETO MOXOKETO.

Bot oHu Bce siexar TyT nepes Hell B BUjIe TUIOCKUX MPSIMOYTOJbHUYKOB — HEYKEIU 3TO MbI?
A B 0o0mmem, nmoyemy Obl 1 HeT? OYeHb Jake MOX0XKHU, €CU MPUCMOTpeThes. Ecim npucMotperses.
U noka erie Bce BMecTe M COOMPAIOTCS IPYXKUTh 10 TTyOOKO# ctapocTtu. Y HUKaKue JIMYHbIe KOH-
ke ToMy He momexa. O Het! [ToroMy UTO OOBbEAMHSIET X HEUTO KyAa OOJiee cepbe3Hoe.

A obbemuHSeT UX BOT 4TO. Bece oHM odyeHs He modAT Codrio BrackeBHY, COBETCKYIO BIACTb.
Ona xe, Codbs BrnackeBHa, 10 OpbI JO BPEMEHU HE MPOSIBJISET K HUM CIIELIMaIbHOIO UHTEpeca, HO
1 3a0BITh O ce0e He AaeT HU Ha CEeKyH]Ly, IIPOHKMKAas BO BCE TIOPBI CYIIIECTBOBAHUSI.

INoka Kars Obi1a ManieHpKasi, MaTh MOCTOSIHHO TPOCHJIA I€/1a TOBOPHUTH HA TY TEMY IIETIOTOM.
BbiT BeuHbIl CTpax — BOT BBIMIET BO IBOp, NMPUAET B JSTCKUI Caj WM B IIKOIY W, HE jAail Oor,
JISITTHET YTO-HUOYAb U3 YCIBIIIAHHOTO IoMa. [len ObLT CHITbHBIN YeIOBEeK, OTMOTAJ B Jlarepe MsTh JIeT
u He ciomaics. IllenoT gaBasicst emy ¢ TpyIOM, HE XOTeJl OH IIEeNTaTh, OCOOEHHO y ce0sl Joma, HO
MIPUXOAMIIOCH — P JOUYEPHU M BHYUKH. MHOTHeE TOrja poCiii Mo TAKOH BOT 1IeToT. Bpoyie naxe u He
MPUCITYIIIUBAIUCH OCOOEHHO U HE 3HAJIM TOJIKOM, O YeM OHH TaM, HO 3TOTO U He TpeOOBaIOCh — UTO-
TO BCE PaBHO OCEJAJIO B M0ACO3HaHUU. [la 1 B3pOCIIble paHO WM MO3AHO YCTaBaau Lientarscs. en,
KcTath, cuzen He Toibko y Karu. ¥V Uneu Toxe. 'y Bacu, Ho ¢ Baceit BooO11ie — OTie/IbHas HICTOPUSL.
A MupenkuHy 6a0yIIKy-LBITAaHKY BBICJIAJIM HA CEBEp, MaTh POAMIIACH B cCchuike, B Hopubcke.

BooOririe B 3TOM cMbICTIe Y BCeX CKJIaAbIBaIoCh Mo-pasHoMy. Y Jlepku, Harpumep, HUKTO He
CHJEJ U HUKOTO HUKYJA He cChUlasid. PoiuTenu, Kiaccuyeckue MeCTUIECTHUKY — KOCTep, TMTapa,
JIBIKY 32 TIEYKOU, — HUKAK He MOIJIM CMUPUThCS ¢ TeM, uto Codbsi BiackeBHa MX HajaysIa U CHOBa
MOKa3aJia 3BEPUHBIH JIMK. [JHEM MOKOPHO KOHCTPYMPOBAJIM B KAKOM-TO SILIIUKE MMOABOAHYIO JIOAKY, a
J0Ma, Be4epoM, OTBOAMIIM JyIILy.

Wnu, nanpumep, Kenbka. 31ech BooOIIe cpabOTal COBCEM JPYroil MEXaHW3M — OT MPOTUB-
Horo. Pogurenu yacTo yesxaan B KOMaHAMPOBKH, BbI3bIBATIM Ha MOMOITb 0a0ymKy. baOyiika Obiia
TOT ellle SK3eMIUISIp — crapasi OOJbIICBUUKA, UelHasd U Henokojeomumas. [lepedoprmmia oHa co
CBOEI IporaraHion u arutaryeit — y KeHpku BeIpadoTaiach CToMKast MIHOCUHKpasus. [TpuHmmnm-
aJIbHOCTh, BIIPOYEM, Iepe/iaiach M0 HACAECTBY. ..

Ha crout su BooOIie nckath KopHu? KoMy-TO XBaTaso mpocTo OrIsSIHYThCSI BOKPYT.

Wtak, oHM ee oueHb HE MOOAT. A Majo 4TO COMMKAET TakK, Kak OOIIMI MPOTUBHUK, OCO-
OEHHO eCJIi OH 3J7100eH, KOBapeH U Be3fecylll. JInuHble KOH(PIMKTHI, KOHEYHO, €CTh — KyAa K OT HUX
neHemibesl. KTo-To, cKakeM, pacilyCKaeT CIUIETHH, KTO-TO KOTo-TO OpocaeTr, KTO-TO KOro-TO OTOM-
BaeT... Jlepa, Hapumep, cambiM OeccoBecTHBIM 0Opa3oM yBena ['apuka y Huku, u Huka crpapana.
[apuk sTOT BOOOIIIE 10 MosiBNIeHUs1 Mupetbl ObUT 4eM-TO Bpojie iepexosiero npusa. Bee aTo nmerno
MecTO, HO Ha (pOHE IJIABHOTO KaK-TO OJIEHEN0, YTO JIM, Tepsyio Bec. He CTaHOBUIIOCH YBaKUTEIb-
HOU TIPUYUHOM JTs1 CCOPBI WK TeM Oosee pa3pbiBa. Hy u Kakasi ke TyT, CIpaiimBaeTcsl, CaMOCTOsI-
TEJIbHOCTh M BHYTPEHHSIsI HE3aBUCUMOCTD, €CJIM BBIXOJUT, YTO HE KTO MHOM, Kak oHa, cyka Codbs
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BrackeBHa, TUKTOBaIa MM, YTO XOPOIIO, YTO TUIOXO, YTO BaXKHO, a 4TO He BakHO? [lapamokc, 4To u
roBOpUTS... Kars coxBaruiack, 4to lyMaeT He O TOM, M CHOBa MPUHSIACh 32 (hoTorpadum.

CwMmernble Kakue... Bor atu, nepsble, — ¢ kapromku. Ko xe tam ¢ororpaduposan? Hu 3a
YTO HE BCTIOMHUTD. .. BUOK y HUX y BcexX TOT enle. [ ps3Hble, BCTpenaHHble, B BATHUKAX. baHs tam,
MOMHHMTCSI, OblJTa pa3 B HeAemo. Bot JKeHbka — KyapsiBasi, Kpyrioauias, O4eHb cepbe3Hasi, CMOTPUT
Mo4yeMy-To HerpuMuprmMo. OX Kak CTpaITHO MPECTaBIsSTh ceOe ee TOJIOBY B OMHTaX, Ha MOAYIIKE. . .
Her, 006 3TOM ceftuac Henb3s1. BpemeHnHo BoiTecHsieM. Ciie3amul ropio He TIOMOJKEIIb U BCSIKOE TaKoe. . .
Cwmotpum panbine. Psagom — Jlepka. CBeTibie BOJIOCH — M0 TUIeYaMm, BH, HECMOTPSI Ha BaTHUK, Upe3-
BbIUAiHO KoKeTuBbIid. Huka Marier komy-To pykoi — ¢ororpady? M KTO ke Bce-Taku 3TOT (poTo-
rpad, crpammuBaetcsi? — v yasioaercs. Jlaxxe B BATHUKE BUIHO, YTO MUHHUATIOPHAS YepHAs Yelika J10
OpoBeii, BLICOKHE CKYJIBI, TJ1a3a 4yTh packockie. CTpaHHO, ceiiuac 9Ta paCKOCOCTh Kak OyATO MEHBIIIE
3amMeTHa. A BOT ¥ oHa cama, Kars. [InuHHas, Beie Bcex. Elle He mocTpuriach, BOJIOCH IMIAJKO 3a4e-
CaHBl U CTSAHYTH B XBOCT. [J1a3a GoJblme, Kpyrible, CMOTPAT ¢ uHTepecoM. [louemy-To BCIIOMHH-
JIOCh, UTO TOTrJa OHa ceOe Ha 1ol (poTorpaduu ykacHO He MMOHPABUIIACh. A Terepb KaXeTcs — OYeHb
naxe HAYEero.

Ha stoi1 pororpadpuu nouemy-To ognau neBouku. Ha apyroii — Bce BMecTe, Ha (hoHE OOBIIOTO
capasi, COOKy — Kakue-TO MeTyXu U rycu, kak B Tapyce. COOCTBEHHO, TOJIBKO I'yceil 1 MOXKHO TOJ-
KOM pasIIsiIeTh, JIUI] He BUJHO COBEPIIEHHO. MOKXHO MOHSATH, YTO y MaJb4MKOB JIJTMHHBIE BOJIOCHI
oOpasIia ceMUAeCATHIX — Y BceX, KpoMe Callku, OH repe/] KapTOIIKOW MPelyCMOTPUTETbHO MOOpUIICS
Harono. U 6auku, 6auku y ['apuka! OueHb TporateibHble OauKu, MPOCTO MPEIecTh!

Hu Bacbku, Hu Mupeinsl, pasymeercs, elie HeT. To — caMoe Hadasio. TaM, Ha 3TOM KapToILIKe,
CJIOKHJICST KOCTSIK MX KOMITAHUH.

Boiio mpuMepHo Tak. BeuepoM Bo3Bpamaimck ¢ mossi, ene Boioya Horu. [Ipomepsinue, ycra-
JIble, C OIHOM MBICIIBIO — TIOCKOpee J00paThcs 0 KOMKHU. A jajblie HauMHAIMCh yyaeca. CTomio
KOMY-HHUOY/Ib B3SITh B PYKHU IMTapy WM BKJIIOYUTh MArHUTO(OH, KaK OTKPHIBAJIOCh BTOPOE JIbIXaHUE
— €CJIM He Y BCeX, TO Y MHOTUX. BApPYT BBISCHSIOCH, UTO, B OOIIEM, JIaXKe U MOILJISCATh MOXHO, a YK
TIOTIETh M MOCIYIIATh — BOOOIIIE 32 MIJTYIO YTy, KaK e 0e3 3Toro.

I'maBHBIM TuTaprictom ObuT [apuk. M BOT Kak-TO pa3 CHJIe/IM BEYePKOM, KaK OOBITHO, CITYIIIAIIH,
noprneBau. U tak: « epKynecoBbl CTONOb» , «CMHUT-BECCOH KaTrOpa TPUAATh BOceMb» 2, OKyIkaBa
HEMHOKKO, a [TOTOM OH BO3bMH A U CTIOM, HM HA KOTO He IJIsiisA, IECeHKY 3arpeiieHHoro 6apaa. Cama
no cebe neceHKa OblTa TOBOJBHO HEWTpasbHasl, TYT BCE AeI0 ObLIO B UMEHU aBTOpPa, KOTOPOE YKe
HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi ObUIO MO CTpOKaimM 3aripetoM. M — Havanock. .. Kro-to Huuero He 3ameTu,
KTO-TO TIOATSHYJICS TOOJIMKE, KTO-TO Jlaxke Mojret. Tak OHM OCTOPOKHO OOHIOXAJICH B IEPBBIN pa3.
A OTOM MOIIUIO: IUTATKY U3 3alPEIeHHBIX 1 MOMy3alpelleHHbIX aBTOPOB, TaWHbIE MMEHAa — CJIOBa-
3HAKH, CJIOBa-MasIKH, M0 KOTOPHIM OHM pacro3HaBaiu Apyr apyra. M... coOCTBEHHO, BOT TaK OHO
Y CJIOKHJIOCh. . .

MpIc OKOHYATENbHO yeXaliu Kyga-To BOOK. Karsl Bcrasa v mpHHsUIach pacxaxuBaTh B3al-
Briepen. Tyt Bonuia Bapbka, ¢ MOpo3a, pacKpacHeBIIAsICs, OKUHYJIA B3IJISIIOM CTOJ C pa3JIOKEHHBIMU
Ha HeM (poTorpadusiMu, BbIILIArMBAIOILYIO 10 KOMHaTe Kario 1 0T4ero-to HacTOpOXKUIACh:

— Hocranbrus?

— Yro-To Bpoze. .. — Kats1, pazymeercs, He coOupanach BblJaBaTh HACTOSIITYIO IIPHYMHY U pac-
CKa3bIBaTh O MUCbME — COBEPIIEHHO He3aueM JEeBOUKY Iyrarh.

— A 4ero XoquIb-OpoauIIh?

— Jla Tak... Pactekaioch MBICIHIO 1O JPEBY.

— He xoueiiib roBopuThH?

— Jla Her, noyemy, Noxasyincra.

2 Crpoka u3 nomyJssipHoii cpenu cryneHuectsa 1970-x necan «Moii kopabib» (cioBa Cepres Iladyiikoro).
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U Kars pacckazana BOT Kak pa3 00 3ToM: Kak ['apuk criern, o coBax-Masukax. Bappka yauBu-
J1ach.

— VY 1ebs1 momydJaercsi MoXoXke Ha... Hy sl He 3HAlO... Ha KaKyl0-TO PEBOJIOIMOHHYIO STYEHKY.
[TonmoneHy10.

— la Huvero nopoOHoro! — Bo3myTtuiack Katsi. — Bo-miepBbIX U B-TJIaBHBIX, Mbl HE COOMPAITUCH
HU C KEM CpakaTbCsl. A BO-BTOPBIX, TaM BOOOIIE OBIO COBCEM JIPYTOE. . .

— Yro — apyroe?

— JI1o60Bb. Dp-poTHKA.

JleBouka cMoTpesia ¢ HelOyMEeHUEeM:

— Thl e cama TOJIBKO YTO. ..

— Ceituac 00bsICHIO, — 3aTOponiiack Karts, cama yaquBisisich CBOEMY BOJTHEHHIO. — ITO HE TO. ..
He 0 ToM! DT0. .. Kak Tebe cKa3aTh... 3TO TAKOe sine qua non... ods3aresbHoe ycioBue. Tak 0603Ha-
yajicsi Kpyr JIoied, ¢ KOTOPhIMU BOOOIIE UMENI0 CMBICT O0IIaThCs, MoHMMaenb? [la u ceifuac 3to
€CTb, UTO Thl MHE roBOpHIIb! EcTh KaTeropuu mozei, ¢ KOTOPsIMH Thl, HAIIPUMEDP, HU 32 UTO HE CTajia
Obl... Ctana Obl THI OOIIATBCA. .. HY 5 HE 3HAIO... CO CTAJIMHUCTOM, HAaIpuMep, Win ¢ Harpctom? Hy
to-1o! He crana 6b1! [IpocTo ceityac CrieKTp mupe, a Toraa TOJIbKO Mbl U OHH. . .
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-

COOOM.
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