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Yacte 1

I'masa 1
IIponaBummii KOpPoJb

S IpoXkuI JONTYI0 KU3Hb.

He takyio nonryio, kak HekoTopble Apyrue oourarenu Pevipunenaa. [lnytumka Pobun, Harpu-
Mep, cTapllle MeHsl Ha HECKOJIBKO COTEH JIET (XOTs IO €ro MOBEeJEHHUI0 9TOro He cKaskellb). Koposb
O06epoH, koponeBa Tutanus u koposneBa M»30 elle ApeBHee, OHU apXaW4Hble CYLIECTBA, C CUJION
KOTOPBIX He CpaBHHUTCS HUKTO B HeObumn. S1 He Tak crap M He TaK MOTYIIECTBEHEH, KaK OHH, HO
Aaxe 1o MepKam (pelipu 1aBHO CyIecTBYIO Ha ceeTe. B HeOblin 1 BceM M3BeCTeH, MOe MM y3HAIOT,
HEKOTOpBIE Aaxke MeHs 0osTcs. 51 MoOBIBa B OTJAJIEHHBIX YTOJIKaX BOMIIEOHOH CTpaHbl M BUAEN TO,
Yero He BU/IeJl HUKTO JIPYTroil: HOYHbIE KOIIMaphl, IpakoHoB, Kpait Mupa. 51 mpoxonui HeBO3MOXHBIE
WCTIBITAHMS, YCIEIIHO CIPABJISUICS C HEBBITOIHIUMBIMHU 3aJa9aMK ¥ YOHUBaJI HEMOOEJMMBIX YYJOBHIII.

HuuTto BbllIenepeyrcieHHOe He OArOTOBUIIO MEHS K POJIM OTLIA.

Jlutio Meran B HeBepHOM cBeTe J[IuKoro sieca Ka3ajuoch yepecuyp OneqabiM. OHa MPUCTATBHO
cMoTpera Ha ['moka, JKenesHoro (pelipy, KOTOpPBI CBOMM 3asiBJIEHUEM TOJIBKO YTO MEPEBEPHYJT Halll
MHUP C HOT' Ha I'OJIOBY.

«Taucmoyna bonrvue Hem, a npury, Kuppan, kopoav 3a0bimolx, ucues».

— Iorpymmce oO0bsichuTs, ['mok, — Bestesra Meran. XoTb ee rojioc 3By4al CIIOKOMHO M TBEpHO,
B HEM CJIbIIIATIACh ApOXkb. — YT0 3HaunT Kuppan ucues? N uro ciayunsnock ¢ Taucroynom?

— Bame BenmuectBo. — [TI0K CKJIOHWMII TOJIOBY, M MOJIHMSL B €T0O BOJIOCAX 3aMepLiasia IpUriy-
IEHHBIM (PHOJIETOBBIM CBeTOM. — [IpocTuTte, HO 5 3HAIO TOJIBKO TO, YTO COOOLIMI ToHell. TaucToyH
ucues, npuHi Kuppat Toxe. YBBI, s1 HE MOTY paccKas3arh BaM OOJIbIIe.

Kuppan. Ctpax cKpyTrI MO BHYTPEHHOCTH. 51 60s1Ics He 3a cedsl caMoro, a 3a CbIHA, KOTOPBIH,
HECMOTps1 Ha 3aBEPEHUs], TaK U He HayuuJIcs AepXkaTbcs Nojasslie oT HenpusaTHoctel. Ee 1o ero
POKIIEHUS TIOSIBUIOCH TPOPOYECTBO, POBO3IJIAIIABIIEE €r0 JIMOO CIIaCHTeNIeM, JIMOO pa3pyIIUTeNIeM,
u Bcst HeObuth crieuia 3a TeM, KeM OH craHeT. Jloirue rofpl Mbl ¢ Meran pacTuii ero, Crapasich He
MI03BOJIATh MIPE/ICKA3aHUIO OKa3bIBaTh HAa HAC BIIMSIHUE, IIPU 9TOM OT/aBasi cebe OTUeT, YTO OJHAXK bl
NIPUETCS CTOJNIKHYThCS € MOCTAEeACTBUAMU petieHnst Kuppana.

[TpopouecTBO cOBLIOCH C MOSIBIIEHHEM HOBOTO MOTYILIECTBEHHOT'O Bpara, yrpoKaloIiero Bcemy
deiipunenny. ['ocnoxka, nepsast nmpaButeabHAIa HeOb, pasrHeBaHHAS TeM, YTO ee ObIBIIME BJa-
IeHUsI TIPEKPacHO 0O0XoAsTCs Oe3 Hee, 3apyuriIach MOJICPKKON 3a0BITHIX U pa3Bsizana BOHHY CO
BceMH JBopamu. OHa o0elana UM HOBBI MHUP, B KOTOPOM JIIOIM CHOBa OyayT OosThcs deiipn n
MIOKJIOHATBCS UM U TJIe HUKTO He MOMEPKHET OTTOro, YTO €ro CyLIECTBOBAaHUE CTEPJIOCh U3 MaMATH
kuByux. OHa norpedoBasia pocIycKa JBOPOB U OTCTYIUIEHUs IpaBuTeseil deiipuiieHa, KOTOPbIM
HaJJIe’Kalo NpU3HATh ee NCTUHHOM 1 eJMHCTBEHHOI KoposieBoi HeObutn. Te, ectecTBeHHO, OTKa3a-
JIUCh, M HAYaJIaCh BOIHA ¢ 3a0bITHIMU.

Torna-to Kuppan u cnenan Beioop — B nonb3y Paspymmrensa. OH mpenast cBoid JBOp, OTBEp-
HYyJICS1 OT ceMbU M npucoequHmiIcs k ['ocrioxe, crpemsiieiicss 3aBoeBatb HeOblib. XoTh 51 U 3Ha,
YTO HEJIb3s1 UCKJTIOYaTh MOZOOHBIN UCXO/I, TOCKOJIBKY 00 9TOM FOBOPHJIOCH B IIPOPOYECTBE, TIOCTYIIOK
CblHa BCE PABHO CTaJl COKPYIIUTEIbHBIM YIapoM U 111 MeraH, u 111 MeHs. KuppaH ynpsm, cKJIoHeH
K MJeaJU3aluM, U €CJId YTO-TO 3aAyMaJl, IOBJIUATh Ha HETO HEBO3MOKHO; IIPU BCEM IIPU 3TOM 5 U
MBICIIM HE JIOITyCKaJI, YTO OH CIIOCOOEH NMEepPeNTH Ha CTOPOHY Bpara.

MeraH THXO B3[0XHYJa. Sl UyBCTBOBaJl €e BHYTPEHHIOI OOpbOY: C OOHOI CTOPOHBI, XKeJlaHue
y3HaTh, YTO CIYYMIIOCH C CHIHOM, C IPYroil — 00s13aHHOCTH 1 oOsi3aTenbeTBa JKesesHoit KoporneBsi.
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deiipuens no-npexHeMy B OIACHOCTU. MBI TOJIbKO UTO BEpHYJIUCh U3 JIMKOTO Jieca Iocyie CXBaTKU C
HOBBIM 3JI0OHBIM UyIOBHIIIEM, KOTOPOE €/1Ba HaC Bcex He yOrio. OHO HAHOCHIIO yaphl TAKOW MOIIIH,
YTO y MEHsI JJO CUX HOp OOJAT MBIIIIBL, a TEJIO yCesTHO CHHSKaMH M KpoBoronrekamu. Hac Obuto
nstepo: s, JKenesnast Koponesa, [Tnytumka Pooun, JKenesnslit pevipu, 30Bymiics Yrieeaom, u
3abbiTass mo umeHn Hukc. [lake B TakOM cocTaBe HaM €/1Ba YJAJIOCh OIOJIETh TBapb. A KOTIa Mbl
9TO CcHeNay, y3Haluu, 4To yrposa s HeObutn oTHIONS He MUHOBasa. Ha camom Jese Bce TOJbKO
HAYMHAJIOCh.

Meran 310 ObUIO U3BeCTHO. PelpriieH ] CIOBHO HAKPBHLJIO TEHbIO, B KOTOPOM 3BYYaslo 3XO
HOBOTO IIPOPOYECTBA, TPO3SIIETO Pa3pasuThCsl CTPAIIHON Oypeit: «Imo Hauanro konya. Haosuza-
tomes. Cymepru. Pelipu u npouue cyuwecmeda, Hcusyujue noo COAHUEM, 00peueHbl».

[HarnyB k MeraH, 5 MOJOXWJI PYKH €/ Ha IUIEYM U OLILYTWJ, KAK OHHU JAPOXKaT MOI MOUMU
nagoHsMU. CKJIOHUBIIKCH K €€ yXY, 51 IPOIIEeNTat:

— 4 naiiny ero, Meran. Eciu TpeOyetcs, Bo3Bpamaiics B Mar Tyupen, a s Bo3pmy [laka u
I'puma, n Mel otripaBumcs Ha noucku Kuppana. I'pum npusener Hac B TaucToyH, a yx TaM IMOCMOT-
pUM, YTO MMEHHO CIIy4MJIOCh M Ky/a TofeBasics Haul ceiH. Ha 3T1oT pa3 Tebe He 00s13aTenbHO UATH
C HAMH. ..

— Her. — IlpotsiHyB pyKy, OHa cxkajla MOIO JIaJIoHb. — MHe HYy)XHO 3HaTbh, YTO ITPOM3OILIO C
TadcToyHOM, IOUEMY OH BHE3aIHO ucue3. Eciii B ero paspyiieHny NOBUHEH OUepeTHON MOHCTP, TeOe
MOHAI00UTCST MOSI TIOMOIIIb, YTOOBI YHUUTOXUTH Bpara. Kpome toro. .. — OHa HeHaJo/ro 3aMosrJaa,
U TIO €€ JIMILY TeHbIO PoMeJTbKHYJIa 06071b. — Ecii uto-To crpsicinock ¢ Kuppanom, eciti oiHO U3 9THX
CyILEeCTB 100pasoch 10 Hero, Kak mpeskze a0 [laka, s xouy 3HaTh. X04y YBUIETh CBOMMU IJ1a3aMH.
MBb1 00a JOKHBI TOAAEPKATh ChiHA. BO3MOXKHO, 3TOr0 OyIeT JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI IIOMOYb €MY CTaTh
MIPEKHUM.

BHyTpH y MeHst Bce moxosoneno. MOHCTp, ¢ KOTOPBIM MbI CPaKaJICh M KOTOPOTO yOWJIH, He
OBLT IOXOX HH Ha YTO, KOTJIa-JIMO0 BUIGHHOE MHOM MPEsk/Ie: OH BT COO0M (pu3ruecKoe BOTLIOIIe-
HUE HEHABUCTH, SIPOCTH, CTpaxa U oTyasiHus. OH OTpaBJIsii 3eMJII0, IO KOTOPOM CTyMaJl, OCKBEPHSI
BCE BOKPYI' TEMHbIMU YapaMU ¥ HETaTUBHBIMU SMOLIMSIMHU, U, YTO KyJa yKacHee, IPOSBIISUIL XyALIYI0
CTOPOHY JIIOOOTO KMBOTO CYILECTBA, K KOTOPOMY IpUKacaics. $1 BUeN 3T0 BOOYMIO Ha TMPHUMEpe
[Naka, kKora oH rpeBpaTuics B peiipy, CHEIaeMOro PEBHUBBIM THEBOM U SIIOBUTOM 3710001, TO €CTh
B nipexkHero [nytumky Poouna. Toro, KTo 10 CHX MOp Taw Ha MeHs OOU[y 3a TO, UTO S YKpas y
Hero MeraH, 1 He 3a0bLT 000 BCEX MOUX MOMBITKAX YOUTh €ro.

He 10 4TOOBI s1 BUHWII €70 B 9TOM.

K cuacrtslo, [1aky yaanoch mo6opoTh TbMY M BEPHYThCS K CBOEH OOBIYHOM, 0€33a00THOM U JIep3-
Ko# cymrHocT. Ho s 3Hai, o yem aymaetr MeraH, u pasaensii ee crpax. Kuppan yxe qokaszan, 4ro
criocoOeH Morparh 1 mpearh Bee, 4To MoouT. Heyxenu, oTnpaBuBImch B MeskayMupbe, Mbl OOHA-
PYKHM, YTO HAIIl CbIH OMSATh MPEeBpATUIICS B OE3AyIIHOTO Bpara?

A nHaknoHwicsa Kk camomy yxy Meras. [louyBcTBOBaB, 4TO OHAa Kpemye CKUMAET MO PYKY,
MO0OEIA Yy Th CIIBIIIHO:

— Mu Haiinem ero. Haiinem v BepHeM JOMOM, 4ero Obl HaM 3TO HU CTOMJIO.

OnHa KpaTko KMBHYJA M, OTCTYIIMB Ha IIar, IocMoTpena Ha [Joka, KOTOphIil MO-NpeXHEMY
CTOSUI Ha KOJICHSIX.

— TbI xopor1o nopadota, — 0dpaTIIach OHa K CBOEMY IepBOMY MOJIKOBOITY. — Bo3Bparmaiics
B Mar Tyupen. bepern Hammx noggaHHbiX. A g OTIPABJISIOCh HA MOUCKU npuHLa Kuppana. BepHyce,
KaK TOJIbKO CMOTY.

— Koneuno, Barre BenmuectBo, — mogmakHyit [JTI0K, XOTs 51 3HaJI, 4TO €My XOTeJIOCh Obl BO3pa-
3uTh. [IepBOMY TIOJIKOBO/IITY HE HpPaBHUJIOCh, Koraa o0a npasutesst Mar Tyupen nokunanm KenesHoe
KoponeBcTBo Ha HeonpeneneHHOe BpeMs. Ho, Oymyun 3HakoM ¢ MeraH I0CTaTOYHO JI0JIrO, OH Tpo-
CTO CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY M OTBETHJI: — Y/1auu ¥ Oe30MacHOro MmyTH BaM 000uM. §1 Oymy OXpaHsTh TOpOJ
70 BAlLlero BO3BpAILEHHUS.
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[NoepHyBIIMCch, Meran ooBena B3MJIsI0M OCTaJIbHBIX YJIEHOB rpymibl. [1ak onupanics o cTBOI
JepeBa, CKPeCTUB PYKU Ha IPY/IH; €T0 SIPKO-PhIKUE BOJIOCH IJTaMeHeNN BO Mpake. CTosiimas psaoM ¢
HUM (pUrypa B TUIAIIE C KAMIOIIOHOM MOIYa HaOJI0/1a1a 32 TIPOUCXOISAIINM U, Ka3aJoCh, CIIMBAJIACh
¢ TeHsIMU. MeraH MoHaI00MJI0OCh MTHOBEHHE, YTOOBI € PaCCMOTPETb.

— Hukc, — oOpatuiace oHa K Hel, — Thl — 3a0bITasi ¥ MPUHAJICKUIIL KO JBopy Kuppana.
[Moxoxe, TauctoyHa OoJblIe HET, a KOPOJIb ucue3. MosKellb JIi Thl pa3iBUHYTh 3aBECy U MPOBECTH
Hac B Mexaymupbe?

CepeOpoBosiocas (eiipu ¢ KOokel 1[BeTa CyMepeK M 30JIOTUCTBIMU IJ1a3aMU TIOTHSJIA TOJIOBY,
Ha €€ JIMLE OTPa3uiach pelIMMOCTb.

— Ila, Bame BesmmuectBo, — orBeTmiia oHa. — Ecii Kuppan B onacHocTH, 5 10JKHAa HEMEIJIEHHO
Haiitu ero. Koryia Bel XOTUTE OTHPABUTHCSA B YTh?

— IIpsamo ceituac. — Meran okunyia [laka u Yrieena BHUMaTeIbHBIM B3MJIs110M. — 1151 BCcex Hac
HACTaJIM CMyTHBIE BpeMeHa, — 00bsiBMIIa oHa. — Delipuien] mojx yrpo3oi. UTo-To rpsaer, HO HUKTO
HE 3HAEeT, YTO ITO TAKOE U KOTJIa CIIyYHUTCS — TOJIBKO TO, YTO OHO Onu3Ko. [IpaButenu u muaepsl ABO-
POB JIOJKHBI 3HATH O HOBOM yrpo3se. Yriees... — OHa mocMoTpesna Ha 6osbinoro JKene3noro devip,
KOTOPBIY TYT e MprocaHmics. — He comHeBaloch B TBOEM keJIlaHWHM TIOMOYb HaM Haiiti Kuppana, Ho
MHE HYKHO, YTOOBI Thl BepHYJIcsl Ha OOcHriaHOBbIe paBHUHBI U pacckasain llunacromy o mpouso-
meanieM. EMy crnenyer 3Hath 0 mpoucxonsiieM. Eciu B Oynyiiem Ham npujercst npusBarh JKenes-
HOE CTaJI0, X04y, YTOOBI OH OBUT TOTOB.

— Cnymaiocs, Bame Benmuectso. — KpynHblii delipy, HaXOOSIIUICS ceiiuac B YeJIOBEUeCKOM
00NIMYbe, CKIIOHWUII TOJIOBY, U 51 YBHJEJ 32 HUM TeHb €r0 HACTOSIIIEH CYIITHOCTH: OIPOMHOTO 60EBOro
KOHSI 13 YEPHOT0 KeJie3a ¥ MepPIAIOIIero riiaMeHu. — JKene3Hoe CTa1o MOMOXKET CIIPABUTHCS C JII0OOH
yrpo3oii. Mbl OyziemM MoaepkuBaTh Bac 10 TeX MOp, MOKA Bbl B 3TOM HYXKIA€TeCh.

Meran 6narogapHo KMBHYJIA U 0OOpaTUIIACh K CTOSIIEMY PSIOM C HUIM PbIKEBOJIOCOMY (beripu:

— ITak?

— INepecransb, npuniiecca. — [Inytummka Pobun cBepkHyn 6en03yooit yabiokon. — Moii oTBeT
TeOe n3BecTeH. [lake He Hy)KHO CIIpaIlIuBaTh.

— JlyMaio, 51 TOk€ OTIPABJIIOCH C BAMM.

B mone 3peHust mosiBUIICS MOXHATHIN CEPBI KOT, €r0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO ITYIIHCTHIA XBOCT pac-
Ka4MBAJICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. OH CKy4Yalolie MoCMOTpelT Ha HaC CBOMMU 30JI0TUCTBIMU I71a3aMH.

— Ecim TauctoyH ucues, st 661 XOTeN yBUAETH 3TO BOOUMIO, — CKazani [ pumankuH. — Bam HykeH
KTO-TO YMHBI, TOT, KTO TIOMOET BO BCEM Pa300paThCsi U pacTOIKOBAaTh OUEBHIHbIC BEIIU. A elre
yKa3aTh BEpHOE HalpaBJIeHUE, eciv 3a0myauTech. B criocoOHOCTSIX 3a0bITON s1 HE COMHEBAIOCh, HO
BCE K€, €CJIU BIPYT COObETECH C MyTH, BaM MOHAJOOUTCS TPOBOIHUK.

Kenesnas KoposeBa pelMTesibHO KUBHYJIA.

— BoicTynaem HeMeIJIeHHO, — CKa3aia oHa. — Bpems yTekaeT CKBO3b MaJIbIibl, ¥ YeM JOJIbIIIE MBI
KIem, TeM TpyaHee OyneT Haiitu Kuppana. Hukc. .. — Ona kuBHyna 3a6sitoit. — Kak Tonbko Oyjierib
roToBa, BEX HaC B MexayMupsbe.

Huke TyT )e BbICTynMiIa Briepen. 3aKphiB I71a3a, OHA NPOTSHYIA PYKY U HIMPOKO pacCTaBHIIa
MAJTBLIBI, CJIOBHO MII[A YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO MOKHO TOJIBKO TIOUyBCTBOBATH.

— Kuppan nokazan MHe, Kak ionacts B Mex1yMupbe, — IpoOopMOTasia OHa, ClIesiaB HECKOJIBKO
1maroB Briepes1. — OH cKazas, YTo OHM JIMIIh 3a0bIThie HE YTPATHIIN MaMsTh O TOM, KakK 3TO JieJlaeTcs,
u uto ['ocrioka nepesana eMy 3TOT J1ap, Korjaa Obuia xkuBa. HykHO HallTH MecTo, rjae 3aBeca TOHKA.

— Bpone noprana? — cipocui [ak, umest B BUIy Maruueckue Tporibl, KoTopble Bed B HeObuib
U3 MUpPA CMEPTHBIX.

— Jla, odeHb oxoxe, — mpodopmotaia Huke, yBepeHHO qBUrasich Briepel ¢ MOJHATON PYKOH, a
MBI CJIEJOBAJIY 32 HEl 110 MsiTaM. — 3aBeca MmoJo0Ha TyMaHy, — MOSICHUJIA OHA, — MOCTOSTHHO JIBMIKETCS
u MeHsiercsi. OOHapyKeHHbIE OHAX/Ibl UICTOHUEHHsI MOTYT OTCYTCTBOBATH, €CJI BEPHYTHCSI K HUM
crycTsi Hekotopoe BpeMsi. Ho eciiu uckarthb JOCTaTOYHO J10JITO, TO. .. BoT!
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Hukc nmputopMo3uiia Ha MIHOBEHHE U OCTaHOBIWJIach. Pa3 wim qBa s BUIEN, Kak TO jKe camoe
IMpoaebIBaJI KI/IppaH Ona MMPOCTO BOaBWJIA MAJIbIbl B TKAHb PEAJIbHOCTH U CABUHYJIA €€ B CTOPOHY,
Kak nopteepy. B Tom Mecte, rae 3aBeca pazolnuiack, MOSIBUIACH y3Kasl MPopexa, 3a KOTOPO CTosiIa
HENpOoIridaHasd TbMa. BLIpBaBH_[I/ICC}I W3 IbIPbl HUTHW TYMaHa UCYC3JIA, ITPEBPATUBIINCH B HUYTO.

Cros Ha mopore nmpoxoja B myctoty, Hukc nokavasna rojsoBox.

— Ilo MouM orryeHusM, — MpodOpMOTaa oHa, — MeXayMUpbe CTAJIO. .. APYTUM. 37ee, 4eM
panbiie. 1o Hexopoio. — OHa OTKpbUIA IJIa3a U IOCMOTpesa Ha Hac. S mpoyen Ha ee suile Oecro-
KOWCTBO, OBICTPO CMEHUBILIEECSI MPAYHOW PEIIMMOCThI0. — [ToaBisiiTe CBOM SMOLUH, — Mpeaynpe-
muina oHa. — CMUpUTE pa3yM M YyBCTBA, MOCKOIBKY MeKIyMHUpbe CIIOCOOHO SIBIIATH (PH3HUECKOE
BOIUIOIIEHNE CUJIbHBIX SMoIMi. Ecim He Oynere oCcTOPOKHBI, MOKEM CTOJKHYTHCS C BAaIllIUMH XY[I-
MU CTpaxaMu WJIN CaMbIMHW TEMHBIMU YaCTAMU Balll€ro rHesa.

Sl cynopoXHO BTSIHYJT HOCOM BO3MYX, YTOObl YTUXOMHUPUTb CMSATEHUE U BEPHYTh MPUBBIYHOE
xoJoqHoe Oe3pasznrure 3UMHEro MpUHIA. Y MeHs MOJY4YHIOCh He TaK JIETKO, Kak B mponuioM. J1o
NosIBJIeHM I B Moei sxu3H1 Meran u Kuppana MHe puxoIuiioch OECIIOKOUTHCS TOIBKO O ceOe caMoM,
U 51 MaJio 4ero Oostics. 51 He crpammics Hem3BecTHOCTH. UTo Obl Ha MeHsI HM Harajo, ¢ KaKuM Obl
YyJOBHIIEM, KOIIIMAPOM WJTH Y’KACHOU MEP30CTHIO sl HU CTOJIKHYJICSI, CAMOE XY/IIIIee, YeM BCe MOIJIO
3aKOHYMTHCS, — MOSI CMEPTh. A yOUTh MEHsI OUeHb TPYIHO, IIO3TOMY CTPax 3a COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb
PEAKO BbI3bIBAJT Y MECHA OIMACCHUA.

Tenepsb Bce ObLIO MO-APYroMy. Y MeHsI OSIBUJIACh CEMbsI: JKE€HA U ChIH, JIBA CAMBIX IOPOTAX MHE
CyllecTBa B 1iesioM Mupe. Ecii um rpo3uiia onacHOCTb, MEHsI IEPETIONHSIIO KeJlaHue 3allUTHTh X,
YHUUTOXHUTD 3710, C KOTOPHIM OHHU CTOJIKHYJIUCh, YTOOBI OHO OOJIbIIIE HUKOTAA HE TIOCMENIO UM YIpo-
’kath. BOT 1 ceryac g YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B AYIIEC MOJHNUMAETCA I'HEB, HOIIE[BJIHIOHII/Iﬁ IMpoOYME€ MBICJIH,
U cTapajics IIyOOKO ABIIIATh B MOMBITKE HAUTH TOUKY onopbl. Eciim Kuppan rae-to B Mexaymupsbe,
MBI HAliJIeM €ro, U s1 PaClpaBIIioCh CO BCEM, UYTO BCTAHET Ha HaIleM myTu. BoT Tak mpocTo.

[Nak myMHO B3/I0XHYJ ¥ TOCMOTpPEJ Ha MEHSI.

— UYro xk, Jlenpimka, — oOpaTuics OH KO MHE, — CHOBa-310poBo. Ellie ofiHO MpHKITIoueHue ¢
Yy4YaCTUEM XYJILEro, YTO MOXeT npeaoxuTh Peiipuenn. O, Noroau-Ka, Tel Be/Ib HUKOTJa PaHbLIE He
MIPOXOIMI uepes3 HacTosiee Mexaymupse, 1a? — OH yCMeXHYJICS, U €0 3eJIeHble 71a3a 3a0iecTenu
030PCTBOM, KOT/JJa OH IIArHyJ K mpoxoay. — TeOst &K IyT BCeBO3MOXKHBIE BECEJIbIE CIOPITPU3HI.
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I'nasa 2
T'opoa B AByx Mupax

[Mak 6b1T HEe coBceM mpaB. MHe JoBoAMIIOCHh ObIBaTh B Mexaymupbe. Ha camoM nene naxe apa-
KIIBI, 1 00a pa3a — ¢ MeraH, Korjia Mbl iocemayii TaucToyH, CTOJUIYY HOBOTro KoposieBcTBa Kuppana.
XOTb Halll ChIH OOJIbIlIe He MOT MOSIBIATHCS B HeOblin, 9TO He Melano HaM MpUXoauTh B Mexy-
MUpbe, YTOOBI IOBUAThCS ¢ HUM. [IpaBza, yare Bcero BMECTO TOro, YToObl Mpuriamars Hac B Tau-
croyH, Koposb 3a0bIThIX IPEANOYMTAI BCTPEYAThCS B MUPE CMEPTHBIX. f 1o103peBalt, 4To Jieyai OH
3TO JUIs TOTO, YTOOBI HE 3aCTaBISATh HAC OecriokonThest 0 HeM. He To utoOs KuppaH cteianicst cBoero
KOPOJIEBCTBA WJIM MOIaHHBIX, HO TaucToyH, 1o KpaiiHel Mepe B Te pa3bl, KOria 51 ero BUAeJ, Moxo-
IWJT Ha TOPOJ, BEYHON HOUM U TeHu. OH ObUT TEMHBIM, YHBUIBIM, B HEM LIapWJia MpayHasl MEJIaHXO-
JIMs1, KOTOpasi IPOSIBJISIACh B TOM YMCIIE B €T0 MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX TOTUYECKUX 3aHusIX. [lapaneTHbie
Orpask/IeHUs, YXOISAIIME BBBICh apKU U CKaJISAIIMeCs Topryibd Obutd B TaucToyHe OOBIYHBIM sIBJIE-
HHUEM, a CKOJIB3AIIHE M0 TYMaHHBIM YJIUIIaM BJOJIb TPYObIX KAMEHHBIX CTeH 3a0bIThble HAIIOMUHAJIH
CYILIECTB U3 JETCKUX KOILIMapOB.

[Tpusnatbes, TaucToyH Ka3aiicsi JOBOJBHO 3JI0BELIUM MECTOM, U UMEHHO TI03TOMY, KaK s1 [IOJ10-
3peBaji, Kuppan yarie Bcero npocus o BCTpedye B Mupe cMepTHbIX. OIHAKO, XOTSI CyMpPayHbIil TOpPOjI
ObLJT OITyTaH TEHSIMU, TPOMUTAH MEIAHXOIMEHN, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO OIIYTUTb MOUTH (PU3NIECKH, OH BCE
€ 0CTaBaJICs FOPOJIOM, UMEIOILUM YJIULIbL, 3JaHUs U UHbIE Y3HABAEMbIE COOPYKEHHUS.

N Huyem He MOXOaMI Ha Ty TUIOCKYIO ITyCTOTY, B KOTOPOH 1 celiuac okazaJcsl.

— Mexaymupbe, — 3aAyMUMBO MPOTsHYyIa MeraH, ee rojoc ObUI €Ba JIM TpoMYe HIENOTa.
Bokpyr, HACKOJIBKO XBaTaJIO IJ1a3, MPOCTUPAJICA 00pa30BaHHBIA TYMAHOM U JIBIMKOU O€3TMKUH Tei-
32X, PaCTBOPSIOMIMICS B HEOBITUM. 371eCh He ObUIO HM MCTOYHMKA CBETA, HU 3aIaxoB, HU 3BYKOB,
KpOMe TeX, YTO MPOU3BOAUIN Mbl. — Tak BOT OHO Kakoe Ha caMoOM JIeJie.

— Becenenbkoe mecteuko, nmpasaa? — noaxsatui [lak, 4eit royioc B 3BeHSIIIEH MyCTOTe MPO-
3ByYaJl ONJIYIIUTEIFHO TPOMKO. — TOJIBKO HE MO3BOJISITE STOMY OOJIE3HEHHOMY CITOKOMCTBHIO Bac
oOomanyTb. Eciiit He Oyaere ocTopoxHBI, MeXayMHUpbe TYT ke MOPOIUT MAPOUKY YKACHBIX TyHIOBHIIL.
Pacckaxu nm, [lymmcTuxk.

Opapus Ilaka MoiHBIM KOIIAUBETO MPE3peHus B3MIAA0M, [’ pUManKkuH MoOBEpHYJCS K HaM U
MIPUHIOXAJICS.

— Iyt mpaB, — U3peK OH, XOTs B €ro Tojioce 3Byvalia Jocaga Ha HeOOXOIUMOCTh MPU3HABATh
ycablanHoe. — 3a0bITast yKe nmpegynpennia Bac O TOM, YTO MOXET CIyYHMThCs, HO, ToJlaraio, MHe
MIpUIETCS paccKasarh 00 3TOM. .. eme pa3. — OH NOTHSII TOJIOBY U TSIKENO B3I0XHYIL. — MeXIyMuphe
— JKUBasl CyIIHOCTh, — Ha4as oH. — He oOnagaromiasi pa3ymMoM, MOCKOJIbKY He THEBAeTCsl M He UMeeT
3JIBIX HAMEPEHUI IO OTHOLIEHUIO K TEM, KTO OCMEIMBAETCS CI0[a IPOHUKHYTh, 3aTO MOXKET OKUBJISITh
TO, YTO HAXOOUTCSI BOKPYT. MekayMupbe HaJelaeHO CIIOCOOHOCTBIO SIBIATH (PU3MUECKHE BOTLIOIIE-
HUS Balux omrymeHuit. [loatoMmy uyBcTBa Bpoe ipocTH, OOSI3HU, TOpsi, OTYASTHUS U JTIOObIE CHITbHBIE
SMOIMU 51 OBl IOCOBETOBAJI CBECTM K MUHUMYMY, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BO3MOXHO, €CJIH He XOTUTE HOC K
HOCY CTOJIKHYTBCSI C BalllIM OKHMBIIMM KOIIMapoM. XOTsl, 00I0Ch, TPOCUTh (hefpu KOHTPOJIMPOBATh
SMOIIMU — BCE PaBHO UTO MPOCUTH cOOAKy He MycKaTh CTOHM. — KOT momgepray XBOCTOM, BhIpaxkast
MOKOPHOCTb. — [10 KpaiiHell Mepe, MOMNbITANTEC.

BarisinyB Ha Meran, s mpoyen B ee Iia3ax 3aByaJJMPOBAaHHBIN CTpax U THEB. A Takxke Oecrio-
KoiicTBO 32 Kuppana 1 3710CTh M3-3a TOTO, YTO €ro CHOBA IBITAIOTCS OTHATD Y HAC. PemmmMocTh oThIC-
KaTb ero, HecMOTpsl HU Ha 4To. X0Tb sKesne3Hasa KoposeBa 1 moyMHena 3a Bpems CBOETo IPaBJIeHNUs,
10 CUX TIOp HE Hay4WJIach MOJABJIATh U OTKIJIIOYATh SMOIMH, OCOOEHHO KOT/Ia JIENIO0 KacaloCh CEMBbH.
VY MeHs1 B 9TOM OTHOIIEHUH ObLIO OOJIbIIEe MPAKTHKH, 51 BCIO XKU3Hb 3aMOPaKMBAJl BOCHIOMUHAHUS
Y 9yBCTBA, U BCE e Jaxe MHE ObLIO TPYAHO OCTaBaThcsl OeccTpacTHhIM. Mo¥i cbiH mponait. HyxHo

ObUTO HAWTH €ro, a IO0TOM BBICJICAWUTDH TO, YTO EMY YI'POKAJIO, IOCJIC YETO pa3 U HaBCErad YHUUYTOXKHTD.
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CnvHO¥ OIIYTUB XOJIOZIOK, S TIOBEPHYJICS M YBUJEN, KaK YacTb KITyOsIIIerocst TyMaHa C/ABUHY-
Jlach B CTOPOHY Ha MaHep 3aHaBeca, SIBMB CKPBIBABIIYIOCS IO JIPYTyI0 CTOPOHY MPAayHYI0 KapTUHY.
3acTeIBIIME Tena, Kak Jofed, Tak U ¢eiipy, Oblin HEOpeKHO HaBaJeHbI APYr Ha Jpyra, UX riasa
OCTEKJICHEJIM 1 PaCIlIMpUIMCh OT yxkaca. Ha camoil BepivHe rpoTeCKHOM ropbl BUAHENCS 3HAKOMBIN
Meu, BOTKHYTHIH B YbI0-TO CUHY. KIIMHOK MepLia JieqssHbIM ToTyOOBaThIM CBETOM, SIPKO BBIIEIISSCH
BO Mpake. [Toka 51 cMOTpes, He B CuilaX OTBEpHYTbCS, TPYIbl OTKPBUIH IJ1a3a U YCTPEMIIN HA MEHS
TsDKEJIble OOBUHSIIONINE B3IJISIIbL.

$1 Tak ¥ MOATIPHITHYJ, ¥ B STOT MOMEHT TeJIeHa OITyCTUIIACh, CKPBIB YKAaCHYIO KapTuHy. MrHo-
BEHME CITYCTSI, KOTJla TYMaH paccesiyics, TaM y:Ke HIUUYero He ObLIo.

— 3. — Crosimas psitoM MeraH THXO B3JOXHYJIa, U 51 TIOHSLI, YTO OHA Toxe Buesa. — C To0oi
Bce OyeT B MOpsiKe? — CIPOCHIIa OHA 9yTh CIIBIIIHO.

«Bozvmu cebs 6 pyku, S, — Benen s cede. — Medcoymupve CHOCOOHO 0HCUBASIMb CAMbLE eM-
Hble cmpaxu u amoyuu. Heawvss, umoobl ux Kmo-mo 3amemun, 6KA0UAsi meosi camozo».

S momaBUIT BCKOJBIXHYBIIMICS OBUIO THEB M TOCTAPAJICS COCPEIOTOUMTHCS Ha Toucke Kup-
paHa. Pa3zduparbcs ¢ IpoUYMMU yrpo3aMu, KaKUMU Obl OHM HU ObUTH, 51 COOMpaJics MoToM. Berpetun
B3DJIsA MeraH, ejiBa 3aMeTHO YJIBIOHYJICS, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTH €e.

— Jla, Bce XOpoIIo, — 3aBepuJl s M 00aBWII, 0Opamasch Ko BceM pa3om: — He Oecriokoiitech
000 MHe, naBaiiTe nmpocto HaraeM Kuppana.

Hukc, 4bM 11a3a B OKpyKalolieM KyTKOM BaKyyMe CBETHIIUCH JKEJIThIM, TYT K€ IIarHyna BIie-
pen.

— TaucroyH B TO# cTOpOHE, — 00BsIBUIA OHA. — VnTe 32 MHOM.

Tak MbI ¥ cienany: MoT4ya MocjeioBaiy 3a 3a0bITON CKBO3b IycTOTY. He 3Hai0 TOYHO, CKOJIBKO
MBI IIUTA. MeXayMUpbe BBHIIISAUT OMMHAKOBO, KyAa HU IJISTHb: Cepblii NIel3aK U3 BEYHOrO TyMaHa U
HaBHUcalolIel HajJ HeObITHEM JHIMKH. BpeMst oT BpeMeHr 3aBeca pacxoiuiach, sIBJsisl B30pY CTpaH-
Hble (DOPMBI: OT JIEPEBbEB U KYCTOB JI0 CHETOBHKOB M BBIOETIEHHBIX KOCTEH KMBOTHBIX. XOTSI HEKO-
TOpPbIE U3 HUX U BBI3BIBAJIM JIETKOE OECIIOKOWCTBO, HUYTO HE OKMBAJIO, HUUTO HE BBHINPHITMBAJIO U3
TyMaHa ¢ HAMEpEHHEM HaracTb, ¥ Mbl IIPOJIOJIKAIIM MyTh 0€3 MPOUCIIIECTBHIA.

Kakum Obl THXMM 1 HETIOIBMKHBIM HHU Ka3aiock MexayMupbe, OHO, Kak 3ameTuia Huke, 6pu10
OXBa4eHO 3.10cmblo. 1 M caM 3TO YyBCTBOBAJ. A MOXET, BUHOW TOMY MOHM COOCTBEHHBIE SMOIIWH,
pearupylolye Ha HaBUCIIYIO0 YIpo3y 3TOro MecTa U HeorpeaeneHHocTh ¢ Kuppanowm. [Touemy moeit
CEeMbe [TOCTOSIHHO I'PO3MJIa OMACHOCTh? MBI TOJIBKO UTO 3aKOHUMJIM BOMHY, B KOTOPOI MHE IPUILLIOChH
Cpaxatbes ¢ apMuelt hefipyd U MOTYIIECTBEHHOU OBIBIIICH KOPOJIEBOH, a Takke HaOMoaaTh, Kak coo-
CTBEHHBI} ChIH TMpeaJl BCEX, KOro 3Hail. 1 BOT mosiBUIach HOBast yrpo3a, MbITAIONIAsICS OTHSTh Y MEHS
Tex, Koro Joomo. Heyxenu MHe ObUTIO CYXIEHO TIOCTOSTHHO OOPOThCS 3a CrlaceHhe CBOEH CeMbU U
MOHMMATh, YTO OJHAX/IBI MOTY MOTEPIIETh HEey1auy U BCe MOTepsITh?

I'HeB He3aMeTHO Tiepenien B ApOCThb, U TYT HUKC OCTAaHOBMIIACH ¥ HAXMYPHWJIACh, YCTABUBIIKCH
B ITycTOTY MeEXayMupbs.

— DTO HenpaBWJIBHO, — MPOOOPMOTaa OHa. MEeIJIeHHO TMOBEpPHYBIIKMCH KPYrOM, OHA IpH-
CTaJILHO BIJISIBIBAJIACH B BAKYYM M Kadasa rojoBoi. — Her, s1 He ommbaock. YTo-To onpeesieHHO
HE TaK.

Kak u Hukc, g nmocMoTpest B TyMaH, HO HUYero He yBUAEIL.

— Yo TH UMeelTb B BULY?

— M&l Ha OKpauHe CTONHIIBL, — 00bsicHUIa Huke, 06paTtuB Ko MHE MpadHoe JIUIo. — Heckobko
CEeKYyHJ] Ha3ajl MUHOBaIM niepuMeTp. — OHa yKa3aia B HUKYJa TOHKUM TaJiblieM. — Tam nonaraercst
OBITH BOPOTaM, OT KOTOPBIX HAUMHAETCSI I0pOra, BeAyIas yepe3 ropos K rJaBHo# ruiomany. [psmo
ceiyac Mbl IOJUKHBI HAXOAUThCs B TaucToyHe.

Heno6poe nmpeauyBcTBUE OKATHIIO MEHs X0I010M. MeraH ¢ TpeBoron u 6ecriokOiCTBOM CMOT-
pena Ha MecTo, yKa3zanHoe Hukc.
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— I'mok cooOmmmit, uTo crommia 3a0bITHIX UCUE3Na, — CKa3ajla OHA APOXKAIIUM ToJIocoM. — S
HE JI0ra/1anachk 00 UICTUHHOM 3HAYEHUH STOTO 3asiBJICHUs. BBHIXOOUT, TOpOI MPOCTO MPEKPaTHII CBOE
CYILIECTBOBaHMUE.

Hukc no6neanena, HO OTBETUTH HE yCIIeNa, MOCKOJbKY YTO-TO MEJIBKHYJIO B TYMaHe IpsIMO B
TOM MeCTe, IJie OHa CTosuIa. 3a0bITasi OTIPHITHY/IA, a s BHIXBATHI OpyXue. ByKBaibHO M3 HUYEro
BO3HMKJIA BHYIIUTEILHBIX Pa3MepOB IpaHUTHAs apka. Ha caMoM BepXy KOJIOHH CHENH JIBE 37I00HbIE
KaMEeHHbIE TOPryJIbY U CMOTPEJIM Ha HAC, CKaJlsl OFPOMHBIE KJIBIKH.

[Tak co B310XOM OITyCTHJI KMHKaJIbl, pACCMATPUBAasi COOPYKEHUE, KOTOPOE BHE3AIMHO PEIINUJIO
MOYTUTh HAC CBOMM IIPUCYTCTBUEM.

— Yeprt, HUKOI/IA K 3TOMY HE MPUBBIKHY, — POOOpMOTaJ OH. — Ube 310 Boruiomenune? Kto Tyt
6outcs apok u nmouemy? M nmpodriema B ropryibsix? CoriaceH, OHA MOTYT u3psiOHO HaNlOAAATh. ..

Hukc moprayia.

— 9T0... TOPOACKUE BOPOTA, — B 3aMellIaTeIbCTBE MOSICHUIA OHA. — TouyHee, ux yacte. — OHa
MOCMOTpeJIa TI0 CTOPOHaM, Kak Obl MIlla CTeHY, K KOTOPOM JIOJKHA MPUMBIKATh apka. — He monumato,
YTO MTPOUCXOIIUT.

—DT0 B caMOM Jiesie BOPOTa, — MOATBEPANIT | pUMAaKiH, CO CKy4aloliuM Mpe3peHreM Haoo-
Jasi 32 yXMBUISIOIIMMUCS ropryibsamu. — [lonaraio, 1 cMory oTBeTuTh Ha Bonpoc. — OH 3anpbIrHyI
Ha pa3OUTYIO0 TPAaHUTHYIO TIIBIOY U ceJl, OOBUB XBOCTOM Jiarnbl. — Eciiu B MexkIyMupbe YHUUTOKUTD
SIKOpb, — HaYaJl OH TOHOM 3aIIPaBCKOTO JIEKTOPA, — TO UCUYE3HET U BCE, YTO K HEMY IPHUKPEIIEHO,
BepHO? Ho 4t0, eciu sIkopb OKaxeTcst moBpeskaeH? Uto Obl B TAKOM ClTy4yae POU3O0IILIO C OKpYXKa-
I0IIM MUPOM ?

— BeposiTHO, TO, 4TO MBI BUAUM cefivac, — npeanonoxui [ak, ykassiBass Ha BpaTa, KOTOpbIE
BAPYT 3alIMIeNM, KaK YMHUpAIOIIas CBeya, U Ha MTHOBEHHWE moraciv, cOpocuB ['puma Ha 3emitio.
Koraa onu 3arBepzenu CHOBa, OJHOW M3 CUAEBIIMX HA BEPIIMHE TOPrYJIUi yxe He Obuio. — ['opox,
KOTOPbII HE MOXET PEIIUTb, XOUeT OH OBITh 37IeCh WU HET.

— Ecnu urto-To noBpeausio sikopb... — Hukc B3aporuyna u noonenHena. — Jkopb HaXoquTcs B
TaucroyH-M»3HOp, — nporenrtana oHa. — Kuppas. ..

B Tymane pasnasicsi IpOH3UTENbHBIN BU3T.

Bce BrixBaTHM Opykue, a ' pumainkus pacrasit B Bo3ayxe. [locnemnHo mpoiias nomn pa3onuTeiMu
MepIAOIIMMU BOPOTAMH, MBI OUYTHJIHCh B Topojie. TouHee, B TOM, 4TO KOT/Ia-TO ObLIO TOPOJOM.

Kazanochk, TauctoyH OaslaHCUPOBAJI HA TPAHU U MOT' BOT-BOT PACTBOPUTHLCS B HEOBITHHM Mexk-
OyMUpbs. BeICOKHE KaMeHHBbIE 3[JaHuS TO TOSIBIISIVCH, TO UCUe3aJIi: MTHOBEHUE Ha3a]] OHU ObLIM Ha
MecTe, a B ciieyolee rponajaiy. KoHCTpyKIMy pacIuiblBaaIiCh MO KPasiM U BHIIVIAAEN HEYETKUMU
B ME/IJIEHHO MPOIUIBIBAIOIIMX MUMO KJIOUbsIX TyMaHa. POHTaH B IieHTpe ropoa ObLT IOYTH MPOo3pay-
HBIM, a JIBIOLIASICS U3 HETO BOjIa IIPeBpallaach B IbIM, HE yCrieBasi JOCTUYb Yallly.

Ho ropon He ipocto yracai. [1o mepe Toro kak mMbl yriayOonsiiich B TaucToyH v pruOIMKaINCh K
OCOOHSIKY, 51 CTaJl 3aMevarh JieleHsIIe TyITy MpU3HaKky HanaaeHust. CTpoeHHsl pa3pyIleHbl, 30aHus
OOBATMITMCH MM OBLITM CHECEHBI HEKOM OrpPOMHOM crJtoi. JlepeBbsi BIOJb JOPOTHU MEPETOMIIEHBI, Kak
XBOPOCT, OT OIHOTO OCTAJICSI JIMIITh OOrOPEBIINI, OOYIJIEHHBIN CTBOJI, @ BETBHU PACCHITAUCH PAXOM
Ha BeTpy. [ opoj1 coBepIlIeHHO HE BBIMISIIEN KUBBIM U AblIAMM. OKyTaHHBIN )KYTKON TUIIIMHOM, OH
BBIIVISIAETT MEPTBBIM, KaK Ha C/IE€JIaHHOM Ha MaMsTh (poTorpaduu.

— I'ne xe 3a0biThIe? — cripociiia MeraH, roiyObIMM T71a3aMH B3Upasi Ha pa3BaTUHBL.

Bo Bpemst moero nocnegaero nocemieHusi TauctoyHa 3a0bIThie TOKE HE TOJNMJIVMCH HA YIU-
11aX, HO, TIO KpaiiHel Mepe, MOKHO ObLIO pa3IMYUTh TEX, KTO CKPHIBAJICS B TeHU. Terneph ke BOKPYT
[ApWJIO 3armycTeHue u 6e3MOoJIBUE, TOPOJ Ka3ascs 3a0pOIICHHBIM.

— Heyxenu Bce 10 eAMHOro NOKMHYIM cronuiy? He MO e OHU BCE CTUHYTb.

4 ue orBetw1 Merad. B njanHblii MOMeHT 10 3a0BITEIX MHE He ObUIO Aena. Ceftuac MeHA BOJI-
HOBa/M nouck KuppaHna, a 0 ero nmoaJaHHbIX 51 MOOECHOKOIOCh TOra, KOrjaa caM oH Oyner B 0e3-
OIACHOCTH.
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TauctoyH-MsHOp Mepliayl B TyMaHe: CTapblii OCOOHSIK CTOSIJT HA BEpIIMHE XOJIMa, OTKyJa
OTKpbIBAJICS BU]I HA TOpOA. BHYTpU nmoMecTbe ObLJIO OUeHb KPACHBBIM, XOPOIIIO OCBEIIEHHBIM U YIOT-
HBIM, XOTsI 1 HEMHOTO ITycTOBaThIM. OOCITyKMBAIOIIUE 3TO MECTO 3a0bIThIE CJIABUIIMCH HEMHOTOCIIOB-
HOCTBIO 1 I/I366FEUII/I MomnagaTrbCA Ha 1j1a3a, I03ToMYy €IUHCTBEHHBIMU ITOCETUTEIIAMU 6]:»UII/I TOJIBKO MbI
na Kuppan. CHapyXu roMecTbe HalOMHHAIO KJIACCHUECKUI TOTMYECKUN OCOOHSIK C OCTPOKOHEY-
HBIMU apKaMH, CTpEIbYaTbIMH 6aH_[€HKaMI/I 1 BBICOKMMHM OKHAMM. BHyH_II/ITe)IbH])IIL/'I 3JIOBCH_H/II71 CUITY9T
BO3BBIIIAJICS Ha (hOHE JIyHbI, HaBUCast HaJ TauCTOYHOM, CIIOBHO TOPTYJIbSL.

— Ilomectbe yueneno, — 3ameruina MeraH, Korja Mbl TOAHUMAJUCh TIO JIJTMHHON U3BWJIUCTON
nopore K ocoOHsKY. B ee ronoce 3Byuana caepxuBaemMasi Hajexaa. — BosmoxHo, Kuppan o cux
0P BHYTpU.

MHe oueHb XOTeJIOCh Pa3IeHTh €€ ONTHUMU3M, XOTsI BCe MPU3HAKU FOBOPUIA 00 0OpaTHOM.
Viepd, HaHeCeHHBIN yaumaM | 3aaHusaM. OmycTeBivic ropoa. TaucToyH meprasl W Konedascs,
6opsich 3a cymectBoBanue. Ho s 3Hau1, uto KuppaH cuiieH v Bosiel, U Marue, U HaJesiyicsi HalTH ero
JKABBIM B JIBIMALIMXCA PyHHAX ropoja.

[ToTomMy 4TO B TPOTUBHOM CJTydae KOMY-TO MPUIIIOCH ObI JOPOTO 3aIUIaTUTh, — HE 3HAIO KAk,
HO 51 COOMpAJICs IPOCTIEANTD 32 ITUM.

Mb1 100panuch 1O BEPUIMHBI XOJIMa, M OCTATKM HaJekIbl Yraciu, KOraa si yBHIEI OrpOM-
HYIO JIBIPY, 3USIONIYIO B IVIABHBIX BOPOTax. KaMHM ObLIM pa3iaBiieHbl, IepeBbsi BHIKOPUYEBAHbI, 3€MJIS
pa3Melana 0 COCTOSIHUS KWKU. B caMoM momectbe — TEeMHOTA, MOBCIOY LIapuiia Ta ke MepTBasi
THIIMHA. MBI IPOCKOJIB3HYJIM Yepe3 BOPOTa BO JBOP M YCTABMIIMCh Ha OCOOHSIK, BhICMATpUBAsI TIPH-
MOCTHUBIIUICS Ha KPHIIIE YyIOBUIIHBIA CUITYST, HO B TYMaHe U TeHsSIX HUYero He Obu1o BUAHO. Kakas
Obl pa3pylIMTeNbHAS CHJIA CIOAa HA IPOHUKAJIA, TeTeph OHA UCYe3Ja.

Hukc Tuxo B310XHYJIa, €e BHUMaHHE BHE3AITHO MEPEKII0UMIOCh Ha YTOJ yCcaabObl, /i€ 32 HEBbI-
COKOM Orpajioil jiexasno HECKOMbKO KamHer. Ha Mol B3misia, oObiuHast rpyna oo6inoMkoB, HO Huke
MevabHO MOKavyasia roJIoBOM.

— Slkopb MOBpE:KAEH, — MPOOOPMOTAJIA OHA, — OJIHAKO HE BHIIJISUT MOJTHOCTHIO pa3pylIeHHbIM.
BosmoxHo, Kuppan cMmor ero cniacru.

— Ho 20e Kuppan? — nerepnenuBo crpocuyia MeraH, rmoka Mbl IUIA K TUTAHTCKAM BXOIHBIM
asepsiM. — Eciiit oH Bce erie 311ech, Mbl OBl €10 ykKe YBHICIIH.

— A eme, — moaxBarui [ak, — y MeHs1 BOOOpaxeHHe pa3birpasioch WM TYMaH B CAMOM JIesie
HAYMHAET MPOSIBIIATH arpeccuio?

TymaH AeHCTBUTENHHO CTYINAJCS, MOJ3 MO 3eMJie U MPOABUTANICS BIEpe] C yBEINYMBAIO-
IIeHCst CKOPOCTBIO. 32 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I OH OKPYKHJI HAC, YKYTaB IBOP OJIBIM MOKPBHIBAIOM, U3-32
4ero BUAMMOCTb COKpATWJIACh 1O HECKOJIBKUX IIAros. OH kazaics. .. Pa3rHE€BaHHBIM, MNPEACTABJIATT
co00ii Oy pIIAIIMI KOTEJ IPOCTH M HEHABUCTH, MPOTITUBAIOLIHIA K HAM CBOU MPHU3PAYHbIe KOTTUCThHIE
Iynasblia.

S BBIXBATMJI MeU BO BCIIBIIIIKE TOJYOOTO CBETa M yBUIEN, YTO MeraH caesnajia To ke caMoe.
Crosumii pspom Ilak nocran kunxkaisl, a Huke nogHsma pyku, U B HUX MOSIBUINCh U30THYTHIE JIyH-
HBIE KJIMHKH-OJTU3HEIIBL.

N3 kiyOsierocs TymaHa Ha4asIv IIOTHUMATHCSI IIPU3PAYHbIe (PUTYphI, TOX0kHe Ha 30MOu. OHU
MpOTArMBaIv K HaMm pyku. Illenor craHoBuicS rpomue, nepexois B pbluaHUE U sIPOCTHBII POKOT,
" BIIEPECA BBICTYIIHUJIA IOTYUIA TGHGHOIIO6H])IX CyHICCTB. Onu BBITJIAICIIN KaK 3a6bITI)I€ — YCPHLIC
Oe3JIMKKe CHITYSThl CO CBETSIIMMUCS 30J0THIMH TJIa3aMU, HO MX Tejla ObUTM CTPAIIHO MCKa’KEHBbI,
OHU TIPEJICTABIISII COOO HEBEPOSATHbIE (POPMBI C BHITSTHYTHIMU U TIEPEK PyUYSHHBIMH KOHEYHOCTSIMH,
KOTOpbIE, OIHAKO, KAKUM-TO 00pa30oM IMO3BOJISLI CBOUM X03s5ieBaM TiepeBrurathest. Ko MHe momnsio
OJIHO TaKOE CYILIECTBO C BBHITHYTHIM B OOPaTHYIO CTOPOHY MO3BOHOYHMKOM U JUIMHHBIMU, BHIBEPHY-
TBHIMH B JIOKTSIX pyKaMHM, TOXOKMMH HA HOTY YPOIUTMBOTO MayKa. [lomarsiBasich, mpuOIMKacs u eie
OIWH: €TI0 Ka3aBIINECH BBIBUXHYTBIMU YCTIOCTU pa3ABUTAJIUCH, KaK Y 3MEU, KOI'’la OH CTOHAJI. BO3JIYX
HAITOJTHUJICS IETIOTOM, CITyTaHHBIM M Pa3pO3HEHHBIM, KaK 3aTepsiHHbIE B Oype OOpBIBKH CIIOB.
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[Tpu Bune HagBuraonmxcs: 6echopMeHHbIX cynHocTell HUKC oTimaTHynack, ee 30J0TUCThIE
171232 HATlIOJTHWJIMCh YKACOM.

— D10 3a06BITHIe? — MPOrOBOPHJIA OHA UYTh CIIBIIIIHO, SIBHO MpeObiBasi B HeIOyMeHUH. — YTo ¢
HUMHU Takoe?

K Heii BrutoTHY10 HonoOpaicsi Mpu3pak, Ubs 11est Oblla HM30THYTA MOJ1 HETIOCTHKUMBIM YIJIOM,
a roJIoBa cucaia 10 kojieH. Hukc monsarmiack. CHavana, misas Ha IpUOIMKaOIIUecs: CyIHOCTH,
OHa BBIIJIsIZIeNIa UCITyTaHHOW, HO 3aTeM YepTHI e JIMIA 0KECTOUUITHC.

— Yro 31ech mpon30ILIo? — 00paTHiIach OHa K MOMYMIIY CTPaHHBIX TBapeu. — I ne koponb Kup-
pan?

— Camossaneu.

Sl He cMor onpenenuTh, KTO U3 TeHEBBIX CYIIECTB 3arOBOPUJI, HO OCTAJIbHbIE TYT ke MOIXBa-
THJIH, Pa3pasBIIMCh CUILIBIM IIETIOTOM:

— On He 3abvimblii.

— He ooun u3 nac.

— Tot modice He U3 HAWLUX.

— IIpedamenvruya.

Hckope:xeHHble TeHeBble (heiipy HACTYMAIU, UX IOJI0ca CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE IpoMye, BCe 37ee.

— Tol Ha cmopore mex, KMo Xouem HAC YHUMMOoXCUmy, — WHTNeN oHu. — Kmo 3anep nac 6
Mol nycmome, 4moobl 8ce nNo3advlA HAC U Mbl nomepkau. Ho mot ne yeacnem. He npocmum. Mot
80CCIMAHEM U BEPHEM MO, YMO ObLAO Y HAC YKPAOEHO.

S mpurypwiicsi. DTU pa3roBOpPbl HATIOMUHAM OTKPHITOE OObsIBJIeHHE BOWHBI. OuYeBHIHO,
Meran nocuuTasa Tak Xke U IarHysa Blepe; ee Chla 3aloIHIIa OKPYKaIoIIyIo IMyCTOTY, KaK SHep-
rus nepeq Oyper.

— Teneps y Hac Mmup, 3a0bIThIe, — 0OBSABIIIA OHA, KOTJJa Ha Hee 0OpaTHIIOCh MOPE YCThIX KeJl-
THIX I71a3. — BoliHa 3aKOHYMIIACh, ABOPBI OOJIBIIE HE CYUTAIOT Bac yrpo3oi. HeT mpuyuuH pa3Bs3bIBaTh
HOBBIW KOH(DJIUKT.

— Kenesnas Koponesa, — 3ammrieno nectpoe cOOpuine Npu3pakoB, U ITyOMHA THEBa, CTpaxa
Y HEHaBHUCTH B MX TOJIOCAX 3aCTaBWJIa MEHsI CKaTh PYKOSITh Meva. — [IpasumenvHuya-paspyuument-
Huya. Tel 0xomHO NPOKASAG Dbl HAC U 3ACMABUNA UCHE3HYMb, KAK U MEOL 8bIPOOOK.

Bo MHe BCKOJIBIXHYJICS XOJIOJHBIN OMACHBIA THEB, KOTOPOT'O 51 HE YyBCTBOBAJ YK€ MHOTO JIET.
To 611 rHeB Hebnaroro npuHIa.

— Hukrto He xouer, 4ToObl Bbl MOMEpKJIM. — MeraH czenana Imar BIEpes, BhI3BaB HOBYIO
BCIIBIIIKY BOIUICH W IIUIMEHKUe TONMbL. — HUKTO He kenaeT Bac yHUUTOXUTh. [ 0Croxu Oosnbllie HET,
B HeObumt tapuT Mup.

— Mot ObL1u 30ect 3400120 00 meoezo nosieaeHusi. — [1oHATh 3a0BITBIX CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TPY/I-
Hee; BOM U CKpeKeT HapacTasu, 3ariaymas cinoBa. — Mol cyujecmeosanu, u écst Hebvinb npuraone-
arcana Ham. Mot 3aeradeem ero cHosa. OHa 0ceobOOUMCcst Om paszepamumeneii, pacNPOCMpParHumenell
s0a, om enradeioweil ero Holnue uymol. Huuezo ne denas, mol no3gonsieuto Ham nomepkHymo. Tol —
Koponesa Huuezo, xak u kopoav, komopblii Kozoa-mo npasun 6 Mexcoymupue.

— I'me Kuppan? — I'oimoc Meran crenaiicsi CypoBbIM; BpeMsl yTOBOPOB M TIPOCKO MPOIIUIO, U I
ObL1 ¢ Hell cornmaceH. — [ne Koponb 3a0bIThix? OTBeUaiTe. .. ceiuac xe.

— Camoseaney! — 3alIMneny B OTBET TEHEBbIE cyliecTBa. — OH He 00uH u3 Hac! OH u3 eauiux,
smom Kopoav Huuezo. Huumodicnolii npasumens, komopulii 6e30eticmeyem. Mot 3uaem npasdy. Mot
ceeperem yenemameneit! Mol 6occmarem, umoovl 6epHyms 6ce Kax Obino!

Bo MHe BcrmbIXHYJa SIpOCTh, IO BEHAM MPOKATUJIACh BOJIHA XOJIOAA, 3aMOPAXUBasl MBICIH O
1n0OpoTe U MUIOCeparr. XOTh STH CYIIECTBA 1 ObUTA KOTAa-TO (helpH, Terieph MPEBPATUIIHCh B UYJI0-
Buil. OHM 3HAIH, T1e HaxoauTcss KuppaH, 1 oTKa3plBaIMCh COOOIUTD HaM. XyXke TOro, OHA aKTHBHO
yIpoXaiu Moei ceMbe, Moel KoposieBe. OHU 3acmyXUBaJIM cMepTu. M s Mor 0OecrieunTh UM TaKoi
KOHeIl.
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CpenaB rimyOOKMiA BAOX, sl BTSIHYJ B ceOs1 TIPONUTAHHBIE HEHABUCTHIO Yaphl U CO BCILUIECKOM
3WMHel Maruv BOH3WJI Med BO ThbMY y CBoMX Hor. Korja mocjiaHHbIA MHOW XOJIOJHBIN UMITYJIbC
JOCTHT CTOSIIIMX OJIMKE BCEX CYIIECTB, OHU MPEBPATHIINCH B ICKOPEKEHHBIE JI[ISTHbIE CTaTyH, TIPH-
HSIBIINE TPOTECKHBbIE (POPMBIL. Sl BHIIEPHYI KJIMHOK, U KpUCTAITMYECKUe (hOPMBI pasJieTesiCh BApe-
6e3ru co 3BOHOM Pa3OMBAIOIINXCS COCYIIEK.

— Ox! Jlenpika, Hy, Tl 1aenib! — Bckpuydan [Inytumka PoouH, oTcTynasi v mpuKphiBast JIUIO0
OT B3pPbIBa 3aMOPOKEHHBIX OCKOJIKOB. — Cpasy mepelies K OnacHou Maruu, 1a? A Kak ke pa3yMHbII
nonxon? Ena mu Kuppan Oyaer 10BoJeH, eClii Mbl IIPEBPATUM €T0 MOAJAHHBIX B MOPOKEHOE.

Sl MenyieHHO BIOXHYJ, UYBCTBYSl OYpJIsIIyl0 B KMJIaX SKaXIy HACHIIMS M OMOSICHIBAIOIIUIA
cep/lie XOJOAHbIN I'HEeB.

— Bo3MoxHO, paHbllle OHU ¥ ObUTH (beiipH, HO Teriepb yke HeT, — BO3pasuil s. YIeJeBIIre
MCKOPEKEHHBIE CO3/IaHKSI OTIPSHYJIM OT CMEPTOHOCHOH AeMOHCTparmu yap. — C HUIMU HEBO3MOKHO
JOTOBOPHTHCS.

7KectoMm  elrie OHOM BCITBIIIIKON MAar4ecKuX JISAsHbIX KOIUU s MPOOIT TYMaHHYIO 3eMJTIO,
MOPa3uB HECKOJIBKO TEHEBBIX MOHCTPOB M MTHOBEHHO MPEBPATHB MX B KIIyOBI IbIMa. 3aCKY/IUB, OHU
pacTBopmiMch B HeObITUH. CliesaB BhIMajl, yIapoM PyKH 51 pa3pyOr1 oiHy KOIIMapHYIO TBaph HA/IBOE,
a Ipyroy BOH3WJI JIe3BUE B MACTh, KOTOPask pa3pociach Tak, YTO cTasia BABoe Oosbiie Tynopuiia. 0da
CO3aHMS 3aBBUTH U MICYE3JTH, OCTABUB TOCIIe ce0s1 HECKOIBKO TEHEBBIX HUTEH.

— O, npekparu! — [IpopezaBimiicss CKBO3b JIEAsSHYIO SpOCTh Tojoc MeraH 3acTaBul MEHsI
OCTaHOBUThCS. — OHU YXOIAT, — T0OABUJIA OHA, U S OIyCTUJI OpYKHUe. — YOeraoT. JIoBOJEHO CMEpTEH.

[onHsB roNMoOBY, s yBHUIEN, 4TO OHA MpaBa. [lomuuine TeHel OTCTymnayo. 3aBbiBasi U phlya,
OHM CKPBUIACh B TyMaHe M Tpornayiv u3 Buay. Ho 10 Hac mpopgomkany nonerars X pa3po3HEHHbIE
IIENIOTKH, SJOBUThIC 1 HEHABUCTHBIE:

— Camo3zsarupl.

— Bui He 00HuU U3 Hac.

— Mui 6occmanem, a 08opvt nadym.

— Mot 6eprem mo, umo nPUHAONEHCUN HAM.

Sl yOpast Meu B HOKHBI M CIENIAN TITyOOKUI B/IOX, YTOOBI YHSITh THEB, XOJOAHOW TJIBIOOH OCEeB-
i B xenynke. Tenepb B TyMaHe OCTJIUCH JIMIIb Mbl OJHH, XOTSI 51 3HAJ, YTO TEHEBbIE CYILECTBA,
HEKor/1a 3BaBImecs: 3a0bITHIMU, JI0 CHX IOP OCTABAJIUCH IJIe-TO TaM M HaOJoanm 3a Hamu. Bo MHe
MOCeMIach KaMeHHasi pelmMocThb. Ecii oHu elie pa3 HamaayT, TO YMpPYT OT MOEro KJIMHKa. f He
MOTEPILTIO, YTOOBI KTO-TO yYIPOXal MOUM JIPY3bsIM UJIM CEMbE, IyCTh JIaXKe U MOIaHHbIE COOCTBEH-
HOT'O ChIHA.

— Ox, TpeBOXKHAs CUTYallMsl, — HApyIIUJI MpauHylo TUIIMHY ronoc [laka. — M npugaer cosep-
IIIEHHO HOBBIN CMBICT (ppa3e «CKpYTHUTh B OapaHuii por». — OH CO B310XOM MPOBEJT PYKOH 10 CBOMM
PBIKMM B3bEPOIIEHHBIM BosiocaM. — YepT. A cobuparcs cipocuTh, YTO MX TaK pa303JIHIIO, HO OOI0Ch,
OTBET MHE Yy)Xe U3BecTeH. V1 OH MHEe COBEpIIIEHHO HEe HPaBUTCS.

— 3pech nodwiBa MoHcTp, — ckazana Huke. — Vi apyroe noxosxee coznanve. OTpaBieHHbIC
Yyapbl TaKKe ke, KaK U B TPOIUIBIA pa3. 3a0bIThie. .. He ObUTH TAKMMHU paHblie. — Ee rooc Ha Mrao-
BEHHE JPOTHYJI, HO OHA ciesaja ITyOOKui BJIOX U OBICTPO B3s1a ceOst B pyku. — CKOJIBKO TYT BCETO
MOIOOHBIX CYIIECTB? — MPOOOPMOTAJIa OHA.

— He 3Halo, — ¢ HexapaKkTepHOM J/1s1 HerO cepbe3HOCThio oTo3Basics [1ak. — Ho B omHOM yBepeH
Ha BCE CTO: HE XOUY CHOBa ¢ HUM 00poThcsl. Kak mymaerib, GOJBIION ypoell Bce elle 31ech?

— Koponb He octaBui Obl TOpof Oe33aIUTHBIM, He BRIHYAM €ro HeOOXOAUMOCTh, — 3aMeTHIa
Hukc uyts cabimno. — Eciin MOHCTp no-nipesxkHeMy rae-To TyT, 3HauuT, Kuppas. ..

OHa 3anHyJsach, 1 Meran Ha Mur 3akpbuia miasa. [logaBuB neaeHsmi cTpax, KOrTsMu Tep3a-
IOIIUIA JTyTTY, s BBICTYIIHJT BIIEPEI.

— MB&I He y3HaeM HaBepHsKa, MOKa He Hal/IeM TOro, KTO 3TO CAeNal, — BO3pasuil 5. — JlomkeH
OCTaThCs1 KAKOK-TO ciiel. BO3MOXHO, KTO-TO OOBSBUTCS M paCCKaXeT, uTo mpousonuio. Hukc... — 4
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B3MIAHYT Ha 3a0bITyi0. — Thi skwiia 31ech. Kyna Ham uaru? Ecth i MecTo, KOTOpOe MOTJIO yIIeNieTh?
Wnu kakoil-HuOyIb CBUICTEIH ?

— JIymaio, ¢ 3TUM sl MOTY IOMOYb, — BIIPYT pa3JaJicsi 3HaKOMbIi rosoc ['pumankuHa.

Korpma mosBuMCh TeHEBBIE CyIeCcTBa, 1 HANIpoub Mo3adbul o Kaiit [1lu, mockombKy B mpej-
JBEpPUHU JIpaKy OH BCEraa mcue3asl. YCTpeMHB B3IV ceOe Mo HOrH, 51 HaOMoaam 3a MOsBICHUEM
KOTa, Yel MyIIUCThIA MeX Ka3aJICsl YacThl0 TYMaHa, U3 KOTOPOro OH MaTepuaan3oBaics. PeasbHbiMu
BBIIJISIJIENIN TOJIBKO Mapse BO Mpake rJiaza.

— 51 xoe-koro Haren, — oObsABUI [ pUManKuH, HeCHelHO Moaxoas K HaMm. — [loka BHI pacto-
YaJIv TIIETHBIE YTPO3bl MECTHOMY HACEJIeHUIO, 51 OOHAPYKUJI Ty, KOTOpasi ellie He MoTepsijia pacCy/IoK.
[Ipensaraio nocaymarh, YTO OHA CKaXeT.

Tombko Toraa st 3aMeT 1o3aau [ puMaskvHa TeHb, TOYTH HEBUIMMYIO B TeMHOTE. OHa BBICTY-
nuia Brepel: ruOkasi, Kak WBa, 3a0bITas ¢ M3SIIHBIMUA CTPEKO3UHBIMU KPBUTBSIMH, XOTs, KaK U
OCTaJIbHbIE, B TYMaHe OHa Ka3aJjach BCETro JHIb OechopMeHHBIM cuityaToM. Ee 3o5moTHcThie r1a3a
pacIImpuiIuCh OT CTpaxa, KOrja OHa yCTaBUach Ha Hac.

— XKenesnas KoponeBa, — mporenraia oHa. — Bel npunui. — OHa nocmotpena Ha Meras, u
KpbLIbsl HA €€ ciuHe 3aTpeneranu. — [loxanyiicra, npocrute MeHs1, Baie Bemmuectso. §1 neitanach
MOMOYb KOposmio. [TeITanack. .. Ho Bce CIIyYUIIOCh CIMIITKOM ObICTpO. MHE OueHb Kajlb.

— Yto npousonuio? — cpocuia Meran. XoTsi ee Tooc OblT CIOKOEH, BBIpaXXeHHUE JINIIA OCTa-
BaJIOCh CYpOBbIM. — [ 1ie Ball mpaBuUTe b ?

— OH... — 3a0wniTas 3agpoxana. — Ero Tyt Het, — nporienTana oHa. — OH ymen. [Tokuayn
rOpojl BMECTE C BbUKMBIIUMHU TIOCIIE. .. TIOCJIe HanagaeHusi. MeHst 30ByT DauT, — NPOAOJIKIIA OHA B
HACTYTUBIIEH TUIMHE. — $ OblIa JTMYHBIM MTOMOITHUKOM Koponsi Kuppana. B Ty Houb, korma Bce
CITY4HJIOCh, 51, KaK OOBIYHO, MCTIOMHSIA CBOU OOsI3aHHOCTH B TIoMecThe. Koposk Haxoauiicsi B cBoeM
KaOWHEeTe, OH OT/IaJ MPHUKa3 He OeCIOKOUTh ero. BHe3armHo qBeph pacnaxHy/iach, U OH BHICKOYMIT U3
KOMHaTBhI, IBHO BCTPEBOKEHHBIN U pa3rHEeBaHHBIN. Besies MHe coOpaTh Kak MOKHO OoJbITie 3a0bIThIX
Y OTBECTH Ha OKpauHy ropoga. Torza... — OHa 3amonyaiia ¥ 3aKpblia JMLO PyKaMmH, Ka3ajaoch, ee
OXBAaTWI CThIJI WK cTpax. MeraH TepresvMBo k/jaja, a s ¢ TPyJOM MOJABJISI KelaHue MOTOPOIUTh
3a0biTy10. — FIMEHHO Tora, — mpolenTaia JJIauT, — s TOYyBCTBOBaIA ero npuonmkenue. He mory
00bsicHUTh. OHO OBLIO MPOCTO. . .

— Ha, — B3noxnya Ilak. — Ono. K coxasienunio, Ml 3Ha€M, O YEM Thl TOBOPHILIb.

DauT B3APOTHYJIA, ¥ XOTS YePTHI e JIUIa ObUIA HEPa3TNIUMbI B TEMHOTE, I71a3a PACIIVPUIIFCh
OT yKaca.

— 51 He cymena Kak clie[lyeT pacCMOTPETh 9TO CYIIECTBO, YeM Obl OHO HU OBLIO, — MPOIIIeNTaNa
oHa. — § mpocTO... MOYyBCTBOBAIA ero mpuomkenre. ONIyTuIa ero rueB, aOCOMOTHYIO SIPOCTh U
HEHABUCTh KO BCEMY XMBOMY, ¥ 3TO ITOBEPIJIO MeHs B ykac. Kuppan Besnelst coOpathb BceX, KOro CMOTY,
Y OTBECTH 3a Tpejiesibl TaucToyHa, rie oOema MPUCOeAMHUTHCS K HaM. A caM TIOCTISIIA B TOPO/,
YTOOBI IPOTUBOCTOATHL MOHCTpY. C Tex mop s ero OOJbIlle He BU/IEA.

[MpurnypuBmvce, s1 cMOTpesl Ha 3a0bITYI0, KOTOpast OIATh 3aMoTvajia. Bun y Hee ObUT OTHO-
BPEMEHHO CTPAAAIbUeCKUA 1 BUHOBATHIM.

— U 4T0 ciyumniocs? — CIIpocui £i.

— He 3Ha10! — co cToHOM BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA U PUKpbUIA I71a3a. — [loxkanyiicra, IpocTUTe MeHs,
s1 ObLJIA CJTMIIIKOM HaIyraHa, YTOObl TOKMHYTh OCOOHSIK. $1 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MPOUCXOAUT CHAPYKH,
Y HE CMOIJIa 3aCTaBUTh ceOsl YUTH.

— Trt ocmymanace npsmoro npukasza! — ¢ HegoBepueM BockiMkHy/1a Hukce. — Koponb Benen
TeOe coOpaTh BBIKMBIINX, a ThI Ipeasa ero.

— Bbl He moHMMaeTe. — DmauT NOojHSIA TOJIOBY, V15118 HA HAC CBOMMM OI'POMHBIMU IJ1a3amu. — 1
CJIBIIIAJIA KPUKU, YYBCTBOBAJIA CTPAX M yXkac, a KOrja BHIIJISIHYJIA HAPYKY, B TaucToyHe napuii Xaoc.
3a0bIThie TPEBPATUIIMCH B UyOBHUIII, 9AKHE N3BPAIICHHBIC BEPCUH caMuX ceOsl, U CTaJIU Halla1aTh Ha
BCeX, KTO OBbUT He TIOXOX Ha HUX. MHe Hellb3s ObUIO BRIXOIUTH Ha YIIUITY. A TIOTOM. .. — OHa 3a/IpoXKaja
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eme cusbHee, — s yBuzena... MoHcrpa. OH Obi1 orpoMubiM! TIprOmiskaBiimecs: K Hemy 3a0bITbie
IIpeBpalllaIMCh B UCKOpexkeHHble (popMbl. PazBe Bbl MX HE BCTPETWIM? — CIPOCKIIA OHA, IVIsAASA Ha
Hac. — OHM J10 cux nop OpoAAT 1o ropoay. Hekotopsle gaxe MbITaIUCh YHUITOKUTD SIKOPb. Eciu Obl
s IOKMHYJIA TIOMECThe, OHKM Obl HAIAJIM ¥ Ha MEHsI TOXKe.

— Yo cnyunnock ¢ Kuppanom? — cipocunia Meran. B ee rosnoce 6osblie He ObUIO MATKOCTH.

— OH c6exai, — npu3Haiach dnant. — [logansine or TauctoyHa, B Mexaymupbe. bimke k
paccBeTty, Korja TBapb BCe €llle OIyCTollaja ropof, s IO4yBCTBOBaJIa, Kak B 3aBece pa3Bep3Jiach
Operiib, Kya 60JIbIast, 4eM Bce, UTo ObIBaM panblie. [lymaio, 3o Kuppan otkpsit 3aBecy u 3adpat
c oot Bcex, KOro cMor HaiTe, yBes u3 TauctoyHa, nmogassiie oT MoHcTpa. — OHa OnmycTUIach Ha
KOJICHU U 00XBaThIIa ceOs1 pyKaMu; ee CTPEKO3UHBIE KPbUTbsI BAOPUPOBAJIU B TAKT COTPSICAIOIIEH TEJIO
apoxwu. — [IpocTrute MeHs1, MOM KOposib. $1 XoTena ciyXKuTh BaM, HO ObUIa CJMIIKOM Haryrana. Eciu
OBl 51 TIOCTTyIIaIach MPHUKa3a, cervac Obl1a Obl PSIOM C BAMU.

[NepexBaruB B3rIsn MeraH, s OTMETUJI, YTO OECITOKOMCTBO B HEM CMEMIAIOCh C OCTOPOKHOM
Hanexou. [locnennmii pa3 Kuppana Buaenu xuBbiM. BeITh mpeciienyeMbsiM HeyOnBaemMbiM MoH-
CTPOM — JJaJIEKO HE MJIeaJIbHbIl BApUAHT, HO S 3HAIO CBOETO ChbiHA. [I0 M3rHaHMs, Korja OH Jesial
[JIyTIOCTH ¥ HE XOTeJ, YTOObI €ro HallUTH, OH NPATAJICS, U TOrJa MHE MPUXOANUIIOCH TOHSTHCS 32 HUM
no Bceit HeObutn, peanbHoMy Mupy, Jdukomy necy n Mexaymupsio. S He moHacibIIIKe 3HaJ, KakK
TPYAHO €r0 MOWMaTb.

HyxHo BepuTh, 4TO U TENepb OH OCTAJICA LEJIbIM U HEBPEAVMBIM.

— Wrak, — Hakonen pemmuics [ak. — Kak nam Haiitu Kuppana? MesxaymMupbe CIIUIITKOM BEJIUKO.
ITo-moemy, KuppaH Kak-TO YIIOMHMHAJI, 4TO y HETO U BOBCE HET I'PAHULL.

— BepHo, — ckazan ['puMasikuH, OTBJIEKAsCh OT BBUTU3BIBAHKS COOCTBEHHOTO XBocTa. — Heko-
TOpble TIOTepsiBIIMECS (peripu BekaMu OponsaT B TymaHe. BeiciexuBaTh KOro-to B MexIyMuphbe,
HEe UMes TIOHATUsA, TJie OH HAXOMUTCA W KyJa HarpapiiseTcs, ObUIO Obl Upe3BBIYAHO HEpa3yMHO.
OpHako, — MPOJOJIKUI OH, — €CTh HEKTO, 3HAIOIIUI 3TO MeCTO Topa3io Jiydlle Jioooro u3 Bac. OHa
npoObLUIa 3[1eCh JOJBIIE BCEX, 32 MCKIIOUEHUEM caMuX 3aObIThIX, M B JIaHHBI MOMEHT 3a/10JTKajia
MHE JIOBOJIHO KPYITHYIO YCIIyTY.

[Tak B3npoOrHym:

— O Het. Mbl roBOprM 00 OHOM U TOH ke ocode? Bo3aMoxHO, OHa ceiiyac HEMHOTO pa3pakeHa
Ha MeHs. — Ha MrHoBeHue 3a1yMaBIIMCh HaJl 3TUM YTBEPKIECHUEM, OH MOXKaJl IuledaMu: — XOTs 10
OTHOIIIEHUIO KO MHE OHA BCEr/a Takasl.

— Jleananim, — nopxsaruia Meras. — Hy, koneuno. OHa sxuBet B Mexymupbe, Uy Hee Lesiast
CEeTh OCBEIOMUTEJIEN U ILIITMOHOB, KOTOPbIE CIIEAAT IPAKTUYECKU 32 BCEM.

— Ha, — cornacuics ['pumankun. — Eciu y Koro u ecth nHpopmativs wid HoBoctu o Kopose
3a0BITHIX U €r0 MECTOHAXOK/ICHUH, TO TOJIbKO y Hee. M oHa ¢ palocThbio MOJEUTCS CBeJCHUsIMU. 3
OIpEeJEJICHHYIO IIJIaTy, pa3yMeeTcsl.

Ilena. Bo MHe BCKOJIBIXHYJICSI THEB. XOTs s yXke JaBHO oOuTasl B PeripuiieH e U 3Haj, YTo TaK
JIeNa ¥ JINIAloTCs C caMoro cotBopeHust HeObuti, MBICITh O HEOOXOIMMOCTH 3aIUIATUTh OIPE/ICICHHYIO
LIEHy 3a MH(OPMALIMIO O CBOEM IIPOIABILEM ChIHE BCE PABHO HE JaBajia MOKOs. XyKe TOro: IJIaTUTh
npupnercs Jleananmm. Temuas My3a, Kak ee Ha3bIBaJIU, OblJIa HEe TaK CHJIbHA, Kak M20 nimm Turtanus,
HO BCe ke curTaiach KoposeBou. [1ycTb 1 caMonpoBo3IyiaiieHHOM, OJHAKO BECbMa MOTYIIECTBEHHOM
Ha cBoel Tepputopur. OHa yrpasiisijia JBOPOM U3THAaHHUKOB, OTBEP/KEHHBIX U (PEHPU-TIOTYKPOBOK,
a ele Konuia pa3HooOpa3Hble CBeICH! I, KaK | pUMajIKuH KOIMUIT YCITyTH.

Kot 6b11 paB: koro, kak He Jleananmy, cnpamusats 0 Kuppane. Ho 1ieHa, kotopyio oHa Ha3Ha-
4uT, OyIEeT OYeHb BHICOKOH. 51, KOHEUHO, COOMpaJICs COracuThes. Paau cBoelt cemMbH 51 ObUT TOTOB Ha
moOy1o tiaty. OcTaBanoch HAIEAThCS, UTO ITO He TOBIUsET Ha MeraH mim Koro-HuOypb ere.

Hukc nprocanunace.

— Hacnpimana s 06 stoit Jleananmm, — npotsiHy/ia oHa. — KoponeBa M3rnannbix? Kuppan
yIIOMHHAJ O Hel pa3 wiM ABa. K coxaneHuio, He uMesna ylI0BOJIbLCTBUSI BCTPETUTBLCS C HEW JIMUHO,
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MI03TOMY He 3Hal0, T/Ie HaXOAUTCS ee IBOp. 51, KoHeuHO, cymesia Obl ee HalTH, HO MeXayMupbe Bechma
OOIIIMPHO, 1 3TO 3aMET HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl. EC/Ti TOJIbKO ThI WM KTO APYTOM 3HAET Jopory?..

— He Gecrokoiicst, — B3AOXHYJI [ pUMaJIKMH U JIEMOHCTPATUBHO MeJIeHHO TojHsuics. — Kak
00BbIYHO, 51 IPUBE/Y Bac Kyza cienyer. Ham HykHO nonacts K JleaHaHIIM, ¥ caMblil OBICTPBIN CIIOCO0
clieJIaTh 3TO — IMPOUTH Yepe3 pealbHblii MUD.

MeraHn nocMoTpesia Ha DJauT, KOTopasi 10 CUX MOp CTOsla Ha KOJIEHSIX Ha 3emiie, 0OXBaTHB
ce0s1 pykamu. S Buzien, B KakoM cMsATeHnH rpedbiBaeT Mosi KenesHas Koponesa. B koHIle KOHIIOB
OHa MPOTsAHYNA 3a0bITON PYKY:

— MBI npurnamaemM 1edst TIOUTH ¢ HaMH, DIauT, — OOBbSIBUIA OHA, M sI BOCXUTHJICS TEM, UTO
B €e rosioce He ObLJI0 HM Karuli HeOBOJIbCTBA. — JleaHaHm aeiictBuTeNibHO KoponeBa M3rHaHHBIX,
OHA TIPUBBIKJIA IPUHUMATh (Pelipu, KOTOPbIM HeKyaa Oosbie UATH. Thl MOXKEIIb OCTaThCsl C HeW U
BEpHYThCs B Mexiymupbe, Korjga Ml Hailiem Kuppana.

Ho DnauTt nuie ronoBoy nokayasnia.

— 3Hamo g 00 sroit JIleananmm. OHa He JOOUT HAc, 3a0BITHIX, — ITOACHUIA OHA. — I 60I0CH TOTO,
YTO MOXKET CIIyYHMThCSI, €CITH 51 OKaXKYCh TOJ] KphIliel ee gjoma. Her, s octanych 31ech u Oymy KIaTh
BO3BpalleHust Moero koposisi. Eciu Tonpko TaucTOoyH He MCUe3HET COBCEM, 1 HUKY/A HE JEHYCh.

MeraH KuBHyJA.

— Pa3 yx TbI Tak pemmia, — cka3ajia oHa, — He cTaHy TeOsl puHyXaaTb. Ho HaM HY)XHO MITH.
bynem Hanearscs, uto Koponesa M3rHaHHbIX CMOXET yKa3aTh HaM, Kyja ucue3 Kuppan. I'puMm... —
MOBEPHYBIIMCh, 0OpaTHIach OHA K KOTY, KOTOPBI HAOJIOIA 32 HEell JIEHUBBIM B3IsiIoM. — OTBequ
Hac K Jleananmm.
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I'naBa 3
Kommvaphbie nukcu

Koraa mbl BHIOpaMch B MUp JIIOEH, TaM IIeN J0XK[b, TSKEJIble BOASHbIE KAlUIM CTYYalId I10
Tiedam 1 Makymike. Tlocie mpofoiKUTeTbHOTO MpeObIBaHKs B MYCTOTe MeKayMUpbsl OIIyILCHUE
BJIar¥ B COYETAHUH C BETPOM U 3ByKaMH PealbHOrO MUpa Ha MTHOBEHHUE onleioMusio MeHs. [Tacmyp-
HOe He0O ObLIO 3aTSHYTO TyYaMH, MOSTOMY TYMaHHBII CBET YIMYHOTO (pOHApsT HaJ| TOJIOBOM U Cephle
OYepTaHUs 3JaHUI PaCIUIBIBAIUCH TIEPE/] TIa3aMH.

— Koneuno, 310 ropon, — noxanoBaiics [ak, a ['puMaIkuH TPOIIMBITHYT MUMO HETO, YTOOBI
YKPBITbCS 11071 HaBecOM. Brasieke pa3nasicsi aBTOMOOMIIBHBIN T'yI0K, 1 HUKC MOATIPBITHYIA, HANIpsATast
MBIIIIB B MTHCTUHKTUBHOM PEeakluy «cpaxaics i oern». — Hy modyemy He COMHEUHBIN JIYT WM
BOCXUTUTEJIbHBIN (DpYKTOBHIN call, a? [lnakana mMos Hajex/aa NepeKycuTh 0 TOro, Kak Mbl CHOBA
OTIPABUMCS B ITyCTOTY.

— I'me mb1? — mouHTepecoBasiack Huke. OHa mocTeneHHo pacciaduiach, HO, OTJISABIBASICH IO
CTOpPOHaM, He Tepsijia 6auTenabHocTH. — YTo 310 32 MecTo?

— Ax na. Tel Belp HUKOI/Ia HE BUZENAa FOPOJOB, BEPHO?

— He rtakux, kak 310T. — 3a0biTast MPOIOKaJIa OCMAaTPUBAThCs, BOMpast B ceOsi MHOKECTBO
HOBBIX 00pa30B U 3BYKOB. — OHM BCErJa TaKkue. .. IIyMHbIe?

— Hekotopsie B Gombliieid crenenu, yeM japyrue. — [ak noxan redamu. — Ho B 1iesiom na.
CoBceM He MoXoke Ha MUPHYIO JIECHYIO YaIlty, 3T0 Y TouHo. [Touemy JleanaHmm Bcerza pa3melaer
MTPOXOJIbI B TIEPETIOTHEHHBIX TOPOJaX, a He B JUKOW MECTHOCTH, KaK JII0O0U pa3yMHBIN (heiipu?

— CMero npennoyiokuTh, TOTOMY YTO B ropoAax coOupaetcsi O0Jblile M3rHAaHHUKOB U (peripu-
MOJTYKPOBOK, — oTBeTHIa Meran. [1o B3mMaxy ee pyKH MajeHbKHMe YaCTUYKH KeJie3a U CTaJU 3aKpy-
JKUJIACh BOJIOBOPOTOM, KaK METaUTMUECKe HACeKOMbIe, U 00pa30Bav HaJl TOJIOBOM CBEPKAIOIIUIA
30HT. Hukc ycraBunach Ha Hee, HO MeraH, No-BUAMMOMY, HIUETO He 3aMeTuIIa. — BOJbIIMHCTBO ee
MH(POPMATOPOB MPUXOIUT UMEHHO U3 TOPOIOB, MOITOMY JIOTUYHO UMETD OOJIbIIIE TPOXOI0B MIMEHHO
TaM.

— Kaxoii uzsinslii Tpiok, npuHuecca. — [lak Mopruyi, s Ha 30HTHK, CO3JaHHbIN Kene3Houn
KoporneBoit nourn u3 Bozayxa. Hukc Toxke B3upasia Ha 3TO 4yJo, B €e IJ1a3ax YMTajach TpeBora. —
[IpaBaa, 1yist MACKMPOBKHU TIOJ] YesIOBEKa He romuTcs. $1 Tak MoHMUMalo, Mbl He coOupaemcsi 0co0o
CKpbIBaThCS?

Ha nmurie Meran nosiBuiach ciadasi yibIoka.

— MHe 3T0 ¥ B TOJIOBy HE MpUIILIIO, — MpU3HaIach oHa. — $1 Tak JaBHO kuBYy B JKenesHOM
KoporneBcTBe, 4To0 HEKOTOpBIE BELH BOILIA B PUBBIUKY. HO ThI IIpaB, CIMBATHCS C TOJNIOW MBI HE
craneM. — IIlarHyB KO MHe, OHa MPOTSHYJA 30HT, U sI OOXBATWJI MAaJbI[AMU €r0 PyuKy, 3alluInas
Hac 000uX OT 0XK[s1. — MBI 3/1eCh HEHAJOJITO, TOJIBKO TIOKA HE Hal/IeM TPOITy, KOTopasi MpUBEIET K
Jleananmm. J1o Bo3BpateHust B MexIyMuphbe s IJIAHUPYIO OCTaBaThCsl HEBUIUMOM O1arofapsi yapam.

— Yro cityuntcsi ropasio ObICTpee, eClT Mbl OTIIPABUMCSI B ITYTh MPSIMO Celvac, — HeTepIeJIMBO
MOMAax¥Basi pacHyIIeHHBIM XBOCTOM, TIOJAJT Tosioc I 'puMaskuH, HaOMOJAONIHIA 32 HAMU C BEpPIIMHbI
MycopHOro 6aka. — CieiyiiTe 3a MHOM, €C/iv, HAKOHEll, 3aKOHYMJIM 0OCYk/IaTh CEPbe3HOCTh CUTYa-
1. [Ipoxon gomkeH ObITh TOOIN30CTH.

— Xoporo. — CkopuuB rpumacy, [lak HeoXkuIaHHO NPOTSAHYN PYKY U, NOMaB JagoHb Hukc,
ckan ee. OHa MCIyraHHO MOPrHYJIa, HO He OTCTPaHMJIACh, & OH KPUBO yCMeXHyicsl. — [laBaiiTe ke
YIIIyOMMCs B caMO€ Ceplie HUUEero He MojI03peBaloIero yenopeyecTsa. He maHuky, Iep:Kuch psaom
Y TIOCTapaics HUKOTO He 3ape3arh, — 00paTuiics OH K 3a0biToil. — CKOJIb Obl BEJIMKO HU OBLIIO UCKY-
IIEHHE.

Crenys 3a 'puManiKuHbIM, MBI BHIIIUTH U3 MIEPEYJIKA HA TPOTYap U TYT e OKa3aJMch B OKpYxKe-

HUM JIIOJIed, CHYIOIIIUX MUMO B 000UX HampaBieHusX. OHU, KOHEYHO, HAC HE 3aMeYalTd, TIOCKOJIbKY
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MBI ObLTM 324apPOBAHBI M HEBUJIUMBI [UIS IJIa3 CMEPTHBIX, TaK YTO, €CJIM TOJIBKO HE CTOJIKHEMCS C YeJo-
BEKOM, 00/1a/1ai0IMM 3peHreM, MOIJIM CBOOOIHO MIATH MO YiuIe. TO OUeHb KCTaTH, IOTOMY YTO
cerofHsi s ObLT He B HACTPOSHUH UMETh JIEJIO C JIIOABMH; MHE XOTEJIOCh IIPOCTO MomacThb K JleaHaHim
Y BBISICHUTB, 3HAET JIU OHA, YTO MPOUCXOAUT B MexayMupbe 1 Kyaa Mor netbest Kuppan. Mue HeoO-
XOAUMO OBIJIO HAWTH CBOETO ChIHA, a CTOJIKHOBEHHE C IPYOBIM HJIM BPakIeOHBIM YEJIOBEKOM ceiuac
cTaJio Obl MCIIBITAHUEM MOETO TePIIEHUS U JIJIs1 CMEPTHOT'O MOTJIO 3aKOHUMThCS TUIAYEBHO.

— Kak muoro moneit, — mpodopmotana Hukc. OHa HaTsiHyIIa KamioIoH, CKPbIB BOJIOCH! U OOJTb-
LIyI0 YacTh JIMIA, HO €€ 103a MPOJ0JIkajla OCTaBaThCs HANPSKEHHOM JaXe C y4eTOM Yap HEBHUIU-
MocTH. — KuppaH pacckasbiBall, 4UTO B MUpPE CMEPTHBIX THICSYM TaKUMX T'OPOAOB, HO MHE C TPYJIOM
BEpUJIOCh B 3T0. — OHa MOHSIIA TOJIOBY U yBU/IENA, KaK MEMO IPOMYAJICSI MOJIOZION YesIoBEK C OJIOK-
HOTOM. — MOXeT ObITh, MHE TTPOCTO BCTPETUTHCS C BaMH y JleaHaHIN — yBepeHa, 4To cama CMOTY
HalTU TyAa AOpOry.

[Tak 3axuxuKa.

— O Her, Mos1 HenpekJIOHHas [leBouka-yowuiiiia! — 3armpoTecToBaI OH U MOJHSUT X COeMHEHHbIC
pyku. — TyT TpeOyloTCsi COBMECTHBIE YCUJIMSI, a Thl TeMepb 4acTh OaHAbl. Ecim mpuaercs: Tepnersh
TOJIIBI JIIOJEH, Thl JOJIKHA CTPAJaTh BMECTE C HAMM. ..

OHa HaxMypuJIach:

— Taxk BoT Kak 310 padoraer, na?

— Ara. — Ilak HaxaJbHO YXMBUIBHYJICSI B OTBET, He 0Opaliiasi BHUIMaHHsI Ha ee B3IJIsI.

41 Bugen cnocoOHocTH 3a0bITHIX KaK Ha 1Mojie 00sl, TAK U BHE €r0 M CUJIbHO COMHEBAJICs, UTO
[Mak cMmor 6wl ynepxatb Hukc, eciti Obl OHa ISHCTBUTEIIHEHO 3aX0Tesa YUTH, HO OHA JIUIIb HETPOMKO
B3JIOXHYJIA 1, HATSIHYB KaITIOIIOH MOHMKe, TpoOopMoTaa:

— 51 ObI Bce paBHO NepeskKMBaja, BAPYT B MOE OTCYTCTBUE UTO-TO CITyUHUTCSI.

Sl 3ameTHs1 MeNbKHYBIIYIO Ha rybax MeraH momyysisiOKy, XOTs ee I71a3a OCTaBaIUCh B TEHH,
a BRIPAKEHHUE JIMIIA OCTaBaJIOCh OOECTIOKOEHHBIM M OTCTPaHEHHBIM. [IpOIIyIo MHOTO BpeMeHH C TeX
0P, KaK MOsIBUJICS KTO-To 1of ctath [InyTumke Poouny. Huke okazanack oqHO# U3 peakux ¢eip,
CIIOCOOHBIX HE TOJIBKO CIIPaBUTHCS ¢ [TakoM 1 Bcemu ero nmpuuygamu, HO M 1aTh caayn. Beiio ove-
BUJIHO, YTO MO JIyUIIMI APYT BIIOOWIICS, U S HAAESJICS, UTO JeJI0 He 3aKOHYUTCS JUTsl HeTo Tioxo. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Hukc Oblta apxandHou eiipy-yOouidliel, CyecTBOBaBIIeH eIlle 10 MOSIBJICHUS TBO-
poB. [TomoOHbIe OTHOIIIEHHS — HempocTas 3agavya aaxe s [laka.

BHezanHo Moe BHUMaHNe IPUBJIEK YE-TO KPUK:

— Yero ycraBuJicsi, NpuaypokK?

Ha npyroii cropoHe yiuiipl Tporiia MOJIOIBIX JIIOAEH, TOXOKE, YCTPOMIa MOTacoBKY. [IBoe nap-
HEll CTOSUT B HECKOJIBKUX (pyTax OPYr OT Ipyra, SpOCTHO KECTUKYJIUPYS U BHIKPUKHUBAsI Pyrareiib-
CTBa, a AEBYIIKA, BO3MOKHO CECTpa WM MOAPYra, CEpAUTO CMOTpeia Ha HUX. S He 3HaJ1, 4TO MOCIy-
KMJIO TIPUYMHOM CCOPBI, HO, HACKOJIBKO MOI' CYAWTh, OJHOMY W3 MapHEN He NMOHpPaBWJICA B3IV,
KOTOPBIM JIPYTO¥M HArpaaui AEBYIIKY, U OH BBIIIEN U3 ceOsl.

To GbUTO0 HOpPMAJIBHOE YeJIOBEUECKOE MOBE/ICHNE, OCOOSHHO /ISl MOJIOABIX MYKYMH. 3aTO MpU-
MOCTHBILIEECS Ha TUIeYe Y JIEBYIIKM HEYTO HOPMAJIbHBIM OTHIO/b HE SIBJISLIOCH.

OHO He MOXO/AMJIO HY Ha YTO BUJICHHOE MHOH paHbIIle, ¥ 9TO CaMo I0 cede ObLIIO OPa3UTENBHO.
XOTb s MyTeIIecTBOBAI He Tak MHOTO, Kak Ilak, Bce e moObiBai B OTHAJICHHBIX yrojkax HeObum,
norten 1o camoro Kpass Mupa u BepHycs. S mpoxuia Hemasio JieT, BCTpedas CyIIecTB Bcex (hopM
U pa3MepoB, OT OTPOMHBIX BEJMKAHOB 10 KpolleuHbX yrpo3. Ho 3to co3nanue, kak 1 MoHcTp, ¢
KOTOPBIM MbI HE/IABHO CPa)kaJIUCh, IPEACTABIISIOCh YEM-TO COBEPLUIEHHO HOBBIM.

OHO OBUIO KPOIIEYHBIM, Pa3MEPOM C MUKCU WM KPYITHYIO CTPEKO3Y, U UMEJNIO Pa3UTeIbHOe
CXOJICTBO C YEJIOBEKOM, HECMOTPSI Ha JUIMHHbIE BEPETEHOOOPa3Hble KOHEYHOCTH Y U30THYThIE HOTTU
Ha pykKax. Tesblie BbINVISIIEI0 UCTOLIEHHBIM, O]l TEMHOW, MACISIHUCTOM Ha B[ KOXKEW IIPOCTYIalIn
KOCTH, Kak y ckesieta. C Takoro pacCTOsiHMsI paCCMOTPETh €ro YepThl ObLJIO HEMpOCTO, HO s 3aMe-
THJI 3USTIONIYI0 TIACTh C 3a3yOPEHHBIMH BBICTYMAIONIMMU KJIBIKAMH U 3a0CTPEHHBIE VI, TOpYaIlne
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13 JIyKOBHUIIeOOpa3Horo yeperna. Ha crimHe ¢ KyxkkaHueM BUOPHPOBAM TOHKHE, TTOXOKHE HAa OCH-
HbI€ KPbLIbsl, YCUJIMBAsI CXOJCTBO C HACEKOMBIM. Korjila MUHHATIOPHOE CYIIIECTBO MTOBEPHYJIO TOJIOBY
B MOIO CTOPOHY, OKa3aJI0Ch, UTO y HETrO HET IJ1a3, a TOJIbKO BBIMYKJIbIE HAPOCTHI HA MECTE TJIa3HMUII.

HawuOombIyio TpeBory npeacTaBiisiiv TEHEBbIe HUTH, ICXOSIIHE OT ero TeJIblia U N3BUBAIOIIH-
ecs B BO3Jlyxe, Kak Inynajbiia MoncTpa. OHU OOBWIJIMCH BOKPYT PYK U IIeU JAEBYIIKHU, IIPOHUKIIU e
TOJ/1 KOXKY, HO HU caMa OHa, HY JpyrHe JIOIU He oOpalliaii BHUMAHUSI Ha CO3[]aHUe, KOTOPOMY SIBHO
HE MECTO B ITapcTBe cMepTHBIX. Ccopslliasicsi TPOUIIA BbI3bIBAJIA OMACEHUE Y CITyYalHBIX MPOXOKUX,
HO TO ObIJTa CKOpee peakIvsl Ha KPUKU, YeM Ha MaJieHbKOe Jy/IOBHIIIE, TPUIbHYBIICE K JICBYIIIKE.

Sl mouyBCTBOBAJI, KaK B3/IpOTHYJIA CTOSIIAS PsiioM MeraH.

— Y0 3107 — MpoienTana ona. — HanoMuHaeT NuKcH, HO 51 HUKOT/Ia He BCTpeyvalia TaKoro BUa
paHblLie, a Th?

— U g Toxe HeT, — mpoOOPMOTA I B OTBET.

MHe He XOTeJIOCh 03ByUMBATh CBOM MOJAO3PEHUSI HACUET TOTO, KTO 3TO MOXeET ObiTh. Ho B 3TOM
He OBUTO HEOOXOIUMOCTH.

— INoxox Ha MoHcTpa, — MpauHo 3ameTwiia Hukc, monTBepskaasi MOU Xy/Iive IpeaayBCTBUS. —
OH MeHblIIle, HAMHOTO cjla0ee, HO sl 9yBCTBYIO €ro HeHaBUCTh. OT HEro MCXOAAT Te K& HeraTHBHbIC
Yapbl, 4TO ¥ OT OOJIBIIIOrO YyIOBHINA.

— Ho uT0 OH nenaer 31ech, B MUpe cMepTHbIX ? — yauBwiack Merad. — Onu He u3 HeObin, u
B Mesxaymupbe 1 HU OJJHOTO Takoro He Bujaenaa. OTkyna oHu Oepyrcs?

— Be3 nonsaTus, — npodopmotain [lak u 3710 ycMexHyscs: — MoXeT, CTOUT MOJOUTH K HEMY U
paccrpocuTh, a, Jlepiika?

S ceppe3HO KUBHYJ. XOTh U COMHEBAJICS, UTO CYIIIECTBO HAM YTO-HUOYIIb PACCKAKET, XOTel
MOCMOTPETh, KaK OHO ce0s1 roBeAeT. ITO Jaio Obl MHE BOBMOKHOCTD ITOHSTh, C KAKOW HOBOY yIpO30i
s1 umero fienno. [1onokuB pyKy Ha pyKOsITh Meua, sl Hauasl nepexoauTs yiuity, u [lak mociaenosan 3a
MHOW.

[To mepe Harero NprOIMKEHUS CIIOP MEk/Ty TTAPHAMU Pa3ropaics CHiibHee. BeIATUB rpyab u
MOJHSIBIIUCH HA HOCOYKU, OHU TTPOKUTAIM APYT APYra B3ISAAAMU U SHEPTUYHO KECTUKYJIUPOBAIIH.
JleByIKa CcTOsiIa B Tape IaroB MooJaib M, CKPECTUB PyKH, HaOMoqas1a 3a MOTACOBKOM.

S 9yBCTBOBAJI pa3MTYIO B BO3/IyXe Yrpo3y U MeplAoIIe BOKPYT MOJOIBIX JIIOIEH 3T00HbIC
Yyaphl, KOTOPBIE TIOJICTETMBAJI MOM COOCTBEHHBIN THeB. CHsliee Ha Iieue y JIeBYIIKU MAKCUITON00-
HO€ CYIIIECTBO HallOMHUHAJIO OTPOMHOTO KpbuTaToro nayka. CTekaiolue ¢ ero Tejiblia TeMHbIe HUTH
YHOCHUJIUCh BETPOM M Pa3BEMBAIUCH B HEOBITHU.

BHezanHo cymiecTBO 3alpoOKUHYIIO TOJIOBY M MOBEPHYJIO CBOE KPOIIIeYHOe Oe3riia3oe JIUIo B
Harry CTopoHy. Ero ocuHbIe KpbUTbsl TPEBOKHO 3aXyKxkaau. CKpUBUB TyObI, OHO C PhIYaHUEM OCKa-
JIJIO TOHKHE, TTOXOXKe Ha Wbl 3yObl U METHYJIOCh B BO3/YX. [IposyieTeB Hal KpbIllied 30aHUsI, OHO
MCYe3JIO U3 BUJLY.

B Ty e cexyHIy MCapuiIvch U IOBJIEIOIIME Ha/l TPOULIEH HaNpsiKeHre 1 rHeB. JleByIika Mrao-
BEeHHUE MOCTOsIa, MOprasi, OTOM IIIarHy/ia BIiepell U CXBaTWiia MapHs 3a PYKY, MBITAsCh OTTALIUTD
1poub. MoJofiple JIIOAU TTOUTH C O0JIerYeHUeM OTCTYIMIIM B MIPOTUBOIOJIOKHBIE CTOPOHBI. XOTS UX
O3Bl TIO-TIPEXKHEMY OCTABAIMCH YTPOKAIOIIMMU, TETEPh 3TO OBUIO TOJIBKO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI COXpa-
HUTb JIULIO, U TIOCTETIEHHO, TI0 Mepe yIaJeHusl APYT OT APYra, MPONnacTh MEXy HUMH YBEJINUMBAIACh.
Haxkoneri, oHu pa3BepHY/IMCh U Pa3oILINCh, OCTABUB HAC ¢ [TakoM cMOTpeTh UM BClie/l C pacTyIluM
0eCIOKOMCTBOM TI0 TIOBOY TOTO, Y€MY MBI TOJIBKO UTO CTAJM CBUJICTEISIMH.

—Yro X, ... HAaUMHAIO OECIIOKOUThCS, — 3aMeTuJI [1ak, Koria Mbl BepHY.vch K Meran u Hukc. —
Pe0GsTa, BB BUIIEIU TO ke, UTO U 51, WJIM MHE TIOUYJHIIOCH?

— DTO CyIIECTBO, — 33AYMUYMBO NMPOTsiHyIa HUKC, rsas B Ty CTOPOHY, KyJa CKPbUIACh MTUKCU-
Mo00Has TBAPh, — CaMO U3TyYasio THEB U UTAI0Ch M. Kora oHo yreTeno, JIIoay MpUIILIA B ceOsl.

— [psmo kak B cimydae ¢ MOHCTPOM, ¢ KOTOPBIM MBI CPakaJluCh, — yrpioMo no0aBui s1. — Ho
Ternepb OHU 371ECh, B PEAJTBHOM MUPE.

21



JI. KaraBa. «Kene3Hbiii Meu»

— Ortkyna xe oHu B3such? — cripocuiia Meras. — Touno ve 3 HeGputn. Heyskenu 3To coBep-
IIEHHO HOBBIN B[ (pelipU, KOTOPBIH JJO CUX MOP OCTAaBaJICS HUKEM HE 3aMEUYEHHbIM?

Huxkc naxmypuach, BB OTHOBPEMEHHO 3ayMUYHUBOI U PACCTPOEHHOM.

— D710 OBLT heripu, — ckazana oHa. —$1 yyBcTBOBasa ero. M oH BeIrIsAAeN... 3HaKOMbIM. Kak
OyIITO 51 BUJIeJIa ero paHsblile, XOTsl He MOT'y BCIIOMHHTS rie. — [Togymas elie MrHOBeHHe, OHa IoKaJasa
TOJIOBOM: — A MOXET, U HeT. UTO-TO s1 HUYEro He MPUIIOMHUHAIO.

— Hymato, — pazfajcs OTKyAa-To C3aJu rojoc I'puMasikiHa, — 3TU BOIIPOCHI Mbl JOJIKHBI 3a/1aTh
Jleananm. Bo3mMo:xHO, OHa 3HaeT O MOSIBIEHUH B PEaJlbHOM MHpPE KOIIMapHBIX (Pepu U CMOXET
pacckazarb Ham Oosbiiie. IMEHHO 3TO MBIl U COOMPAUCH CHEJIaTh B MEPBYIO Ouepellb, TIOKa BbI HE
oTBIeKIUCh. Clofa. — 3eBHYB, KOT MaxHYJI XBOCTOM M OIVISIHYJICS HA Hac. — Ecu BbI 3akoH4msm 00i1-
TaTh U HAKOHEI] TOTOBBI TIOCJIEIOBATH 32 MHOM, CIENIy 3aMETUTh, YTO TPOIA JI0 €e OCOOHSKA MPOXO-
JWT HE TaK YK JaJIeKO OTCIoAA.
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I'nasa 4
YibTUMATYM Jie AaHAHIIU

— 31paBcTBYiTE, JOpOTHE, — JTy4e3apHO YJbIOasch, monpuBeTcTBoBaa Hac Koponea M3ruan-
HBIX C BEpXHEH TUIOIAJKHU CBOEH IBOMHON MapagHoil iecTHHLIBL. Bricokas u Oneqnast, Temuas My3a
MpeJcTajla B CBEPKAIOLIEM BEUYEPHEM ILIaThe, MEKAY 3aTSHYTHIMU B MEpPUATKU MaJbl[aMU OHA Aep-
*kana MyHamTykK. [Ipsiay ee sspko-MeJHBIX BOJIOC MSTKO 00OpamIIsLIH JIULIO. — Boxe MO, ceronHs aei-
CTBUTEJILHO 3HAMEHATeNIbHBIN 1eHb. JKene3zHast Koponesa, coin M0, [Inytuiika Pobun, mpunsopHas
yowmiinia ['ocrioxu u 'puMasikiH Bce BMecTe pelvii HaHecTr MHe BU3UT? — OHa ofjapuiia Hac ciep-
’KaHHOU M OCTPOH Kak OpHUTBa YJIBIOKON. — Yem 00si3aHa TAKOMY YIOBOJILCTBUIO?

41 nopaBmn Benbiky HeteprieHus. O6menue ¢ KoponeBoit I3rHaHHBIX HIUEM He OTJIMYIOCh
OT B3aMMOZIEHCTBHSI C JIIOOBIM APYTUM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM (heiipu B HeObln: ciesiku, CJIOBeCHbIE UTPh
Y HeM3MeHHbIE TIOMBITKY NEPEXUTPUTH APYT Apyra. Beeraa cyiecrBoBana neHa. Beerga HykHO ObUIO
3aKJIIOUUTD CHEJIKY, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOT'O, HACKOJIBKO 3aypsiIHBIMU WJIM BaKHBIMU SIBJISUTUCH CBEJle-
Hus. § Bce Oonblne ycraBan oT nmogoOHoro. bonee Toro, Ta 4acTh MeHs, KOTOpasi HEKOra 3Bajiach
HeGnarum npuHIieM U MPUCYTCTBUSI KOTOPOU s IABHO HE YyBCTBOBAJI, TOXE ycTana. B mporuiom s
3aKJII0Yal CAENKY ¢ JleaHaHIN ¥ TJTaTHJI 3aIpOIIEHHYIO €l IIeHY, TTOTOMY uTO ObUT BhIHYKAEH. Ho
Terepb, KOrJa Ha KOHY CTosiIa )u3Hb KuppaHa, 51 He ObUT CKJIIOHEH MPOSIBIIATH TEPIEHHE.

— dymaio, Tel forajpiBaeiibes, Jleananmm, — 3asBuiia BeICTyNuUBINAs Brepen Merad. — Mex-
AyMHpbe — TBOU BIIAJIeHUsI, Tak ke Kak JKenesHoe KoponeBctBo — mou. Tebe Beqp M3BECTHO, UTO
MIPOU3OIIUIO HEUYTO CTPAHHOE.

— Heuro crpanHoe? — npurBopuiach HecBenyiueil TemHas My3a U IJIaBHO 3aCKOJIb3UJIa BHU3
IO JIECTHUIIE, MOMTPbIBasi MyHAIITYKOM. Ee 1iaTbe 1 BOJIOCH pa3BeBaJIMCh, CIOBHO OT JYHOBEHUS
BETEpKa, XOTs BO3AYX B OCOOHSIKE ObLJI COBEPIIEHHO HEMOIBIKEH. — UTO Thl UMeelllb B BUY, JOPO-
ras? 9to xe Pelipuneny. 30ech KaxkIblil JeHb TBOPSTCS CTPaHHBIE BEILH.

Moe HeTeprnieHre IOHEMHOT'Y niepepacTtaiio B rHeB. CkaB 4esoCTH, 51 IarHyJ BIepel.

— Mpb1 He B HacTpoeHUU i Wrp, JleaHaHmm, — oOBSBUI 51, OTYETO OHA BHIFHYJIA TOHKUE
opoBu. — Ha TadctoyH HeJaBHO Hamajo HEBHJAHHOE Jocelie uyaoBuile, nosromy Kuppan Obut
BBIHY’K/IeH OeskaTh 13 MexX1yMHUpbsi BMECTE CO CBOMMMU BDKMBIIMMHU MOAJaHHBIMHA. HUKTO HEe MoXeT
CKa3aTb, IIe OH U KyJa OTIpaBUjICs. Mbl Ha/IeAMCh, YTO Thl CyMEEIIb IIPOJIUTh CBET KaK Ha IIPOU30-
meanme B TauctoyHe cOOBITHS, TAK U TIOBEJATh MH(OPMAIIHMIO KacaTeJIbHO STOrO HOBOTO CYILIECTBA,
C KOTOPbIM MBI UIMEEM JIEJIO.

— Kak Bcerna, cpazy nepemen k neny. He sydmmii ciocod pacckasbiBaTh UCTOPHIO, TOPOTOM
Mo#. Tak oHa numaercs qpamatinaHocT. — Koponesa Mi3rHanHbIX ToKaa ryobl 1 B3J0XHYIa. — Yto
X, XOPOIIO, — MPOBOpYAJIa OHA, OTOPAChIBast BOJIOCHI, KOTOPBIE JICHUBO 3aKOJIBIXAJIHCh 1103311 HEe B
BBI3BIBAIOIIIEM HETIOAUMHEHNUH rpaBuTanuu. — [Ipomry ciona. Ecim mbl coOupaemcst o0CykaaTh Takue
BOIIPOCHI, 51 OBI IPEATNOwIa AeNaTh 3TO MOAANBINE OT YIIEeH JI0OUTeNel MOCIUIETHUYATb. A TAKOBBIMU
TYT SBJISAIOTCA Bce 0e3 uckmoueHus. Cremyiite 3a mHOU. Kceratw, [Mak, ronyOumk, — oHa omapuia
Benukoro ITpokasHuka ocTpoy, Kak KJIMHOK, YJIBIOKOH, — €CJIM YTO-HUOYIb TAMHCTBEHHO UCUYE3HET
Y TIOTOM OKaXeTCsl B HEmoao0aoIeM MecTe — 1o JIIoOo MpuuuHe, — s Oy/y OYeHb HeIOBOJIbHA. B
MIPOIIUIBIA Pa3 KpacHble KOMMAYKY YyTh Yepena cede He MPOIOMMIIH, TIBITASICh I0CTaTh C KPHIIIA MO
moGumblii 61ocT Morapra.

IMTak OGpocu Ha Hee HEBUHHBIN B3I «Kmo, 517», HO OT KOMMEHTApUEB BO3AEPKAICS, U MbI
nocneioBasiv 3a JleaHaHIM MO YCTJIAaHHBIM BOPCHUCTBIMM KOBPaMH KOPUAOpPaM, 4Yepe3 3JIEraHTHO
oopmiIeHHbIe KOMHAThI, MUMO O€CUMCIICHHBIX MY3bIKaJIbHBIX WHCTPYMEHTOB, BUCSIIIUX HAa CTEHAX
WM 3aJJBUHYTHIX B Yroj1. V3 mponuisiX BU3UTOB U OOmIeHNs ¢ JleaHaHIn s 3HaJI, YTO 3Ta BIEYaT-
JISI0IAsT KOJUTEKIUST OOBSICHSIETCSI HEe TIPOCTO ee JII0OOBBI0 K My3blke. HeKoTopble MHCTPYMEHTHI Ha
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caMoM Jiesie ObUTM HeCYACTHBIMHM JIIOABMU WK (pefipy, KOTOpble He yroawim nepemeHunBoi Kopo-
neBe VI3rHaHHBIX 1 3aKOHYMJIA CBOM JIHU CTOJTb MEYaIbHBIM 00pa3oM.

Hexkotopoe Bpemsi crycTsi Mbl OKa3aJvcCh B HEOOJBIIONW YIOTHOW KOMHATe€ C KaMHHOM, I7e
MOTPECKUBAJI OTOHb, U MHOKECTBOM PACCTaBJIEHHBIX Mepe]l HUM IUTIOLIEBbIX IMBAaHOB U Kpeces. Ha
CTEHaX KPaCOBAJIUCh KAPTUHBI, B YIIIy CTOSUI MOJIbOEPT, a Mepeji HUM — YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBII TPOMKO
HareBas, BOIsl KHCTBIO TIO XOJICTY. XOTs €ro JBHKEHHS ObUIM HEMCTOBBIMM, KapTHHA TOJyYasach
JOBOJILHO JIETaJIbHOW U BhlpaszuTesbHON. Korga mbl Bonuiy, JleaHaHiu mieskHysa najabliaMu, 3acTa-
BUB Xy/IO)KHUKA PHIBKOM IOJHSTD TOJIOBY.

— Ilogu BoH, Yapie3, — npukazana Temuasa My3a, 1 TOT HOCHIEITHO pETUPOBAJICS, YPOHUB KUCTh
Ha TI0JI, OTYEro KPACHBIN KOBEP ycesiyi 3elieHble OpbI3ry. [ U111 Ha yYMHEHHBI Oecrnopsiiok, Jlea-
HAHIIIM CMOPIIIJIA HOC, HO TYT Xe C YJIBIOKOW TIOBEpPHYJIaCh K HaM.

— A tenepb, JOpOrue, MpUCaKUBANTECh, cleaiTe MUIOCTb. — OHa NpUIJIAILAoIIE B3MaxHyJIa
TOHKOH PYKOM, YKa3bIBasi Ha AMBaHbl y KAMUHA, MOJOIILIA K CAMOMY OOJIBIIIOMY U, OITyCTUBIIMChH Ha
HEro, CKpecTusia HOTU. — YCTpauBalTech MoynoOHee, U 51 paCcCKaxy BaM BCE, YTO 3HAI0 O MPOUCXO-
JdieM B Mexaymupbe.

Meran criokoitHo ceia HarpotuB Koposnesbl M3rHaHHbIX; iepka ClIMHY NMPsIMO, OHA BBIIJISIIENA
YBEPEHHOU U HEBO3MYTUMOM. S ocTasics cTosATh, 3aHsB MPUBBIYHOE MECTO MO331 HEe, B TO BpeMs
Kak [ak ccyTynuics Ha Ipyrom KOHIIE TMBaHa — BUJIOK Y HEro ObUT COBCEM He IapcTBeHHBIN. Hukc
TOXE MPEANousia He CATUThCS U, IEPEMECTUBIIIUCH B 00siee TEMHBIN YTOJI KOMHATBI, TOYTH CJIMIIACh CO
CTeHOM. | " puMankuH mpoOpaics K IMyCTOMY KPeciy, CBEPHYJICS KAJJAUUKOM U, IPUKPBIB HOC XBOCTOM,
MIOXOXeE, YCHYII.

— WUrak, nam poporoii Kuppan onste B 6ese, He Tak mm? — oipkHyna Jleanannm. — Kak
yxacHo. C ero nocjeaHei BHIXOJKHM MPOIUIO He TaK YK MHOTO BpeMeHH, npasjaa’? He oOmxaiitech,
MOU MUJIbIE, HO 3TOT Balll MAJbYMK — €/[Ba JId He OOJbInast rofoBHast 607b, yem [nytumika PoouH.
ITo kpaitneit mepe, [laky He yaanoch noaHOCMvl0 YHUUTOXUTh MOW JOM M pa3pylUUTh BCE, YTO f
MOCTPOMJIA 32 MOCJIEAHUE CTO C JIMIIHUM JIET.

— INoka He yaanock, — TyT ke nodaBui [1ak co 370i yXMBUTKOW, HO JleaHaHINM ero mpourHo-
pupoBaa.

— Kuppan 0bu1 nsrnan u3 HeObuti M pacriiaqnBaeTcsi 3a CBOM MPECTYIUICHUSI, — CIIOKOMHBIM
TOHOM OTBeTHJIa MeraH, MacKupysi CBOM UCTUHHBIE 1yBCTBa. — CerogHs peusb He 00 3ToM, JleanaHmm,
MBI TIPUIIUTH IO APYro# npuurHe. VI3BecTHO Jin Tebe 4TO-HUOYab O TOM, YTO MPOUCXOAUT B Mexay-
MUpbE, U O HOBOH YIpo3€, C KOTOPOI Mbl CEYac CTOJIKHYJIUCH ?

— Ja. — Pe3ko mocepbesHeB, JleanaHmm czenana TIyOOKyIO 3aTsSKKYy U BBITYCTHJIA B BO3-
OyX CTPYHWKYy 3€JIeHOTO JbIMa, KOTOPHIA 0Opa30Bajl PaCIUIBIBUATBII KOHTYpP IpaKkoHa M pacTasii
B BO31yXxe. — BO3MOXHO, OOJbllle, 4YeM Thl 3aXOUelllb YCJbIIATh, Aoporas. MexkIyMupbe CTaHO-
BUTCA. .. IOXKATYH, «31ee» OyleT caMbIM MOIXOISAIIMM CJIOBOM JIsI OITUCaHMsI porcxopsiero. Kak
BaM M3BECTHO, OHO CITIOCOOHO BOCIIPUHUMATh SMOIMOHAIIBHOE COCTOSTHUE M CO3/1aBaTh (PU3NIECKHUE
BOIUIOUIEHUSI YYBCTB. B mocieqHee BpeMs, Kaxercsl, HeraTUBHBIX Yap CTaJIO TaK MHOIO, YTO OHU
HAYMHAIOT OKa3bIBaTh BIMsIHUE Ha caMo Mexaymupbe. S He 3Hato, 4TO 9TO Takoe U OTKyJa Oepercs,
HO THEB, SIPOCTh, CTPaxX M HEHABUCTh MPOCAYMBAIOTCS CI0fa, MOJOOHO siny. Ecim tak Oyner mpomo-
’kaTbes U Aajbiie, HeObutb ToXe mocTpaiaer.

— Kak no-Baiiemy, B 3TOM BHHOBAT Haill 060J1b1110i ypozen? — crpocui [ak mocie Heriponon-
KUTEJIBHOTO HAIPSI’KEHHOTO MOTYaHMS.

Crosimas B yrimy Huke nokauasa ronoBoi, ABrkeHre ObUIO €/1Ba 3aMETHO B TEHH €€ KaMIoIIoHa.

— MoHcTp ocTaBiisieT 3a COOOH pa3pyIIUTENBHBIN Clie]], — OSICHUIA OHA, — HO OH HE HACTOJIBKO
CUJIEH, YTOOBI OTPaBUTh Bce Mexaymupbe. UTo Obl 3TO HU OBLIO, OHO TOPa3Io KpyIHee.

— Heckoinpko qHel Ha3aj s NOYyBCTBOBAIA, YTO MexXIyMupbe, MOXKHO cKa3aTb, Onycmeno, —
nponoskuia Jleananmm. — YTo-T1o Bposie MaccoBOro Ucxofa, KOrjua MHOKECTBO CYIIECTB ITpaKThYe-
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CKH OIHOBPEMEHHO TpoIILIo Yyepe3 3asecy. [1o Bamum cioBam, Ha TaucTOyH HeIaBHO Harlayiu; Bepo-
SITHO, UMEHHO TOTJIa BCe M Oekasld U3 TOpoja.

— DTO COBMAAET C TeM, YTO CKa3ajia HaM DJIaWT, — 3alyMUnBO N00aBUi 1. — OHa coolmmia,
yro Kuppan otkpbsu1 Bpata B Mexaymupbe, 4ToObl 3a0bIThie MOIIIM criacTuch oT MoHcTpa. Thl He
3HAaelllb, IJIe UMEHHO OHM BbILIUIN? — cipocui 'y JleaHaHim.

— K coxanenuio, Het, goporoil. — TemHass My3a nokpyTtuia B pykax cBoi MyHaIuTyk. — Ho
Tak Kak Kuppan Obi1 m3rHan u3 HeOblid 1 MOCKOJBKY 51 HE TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OHU BEPHYIIUCH B
MexaymMupbe, CMeo MperooKiTh, OH 3a0pai ux B Mup cMepTHbIX. Kyna, cripocute BbI? — OHa
6eCroMOIITHO MoXana rmiedyaMu. — OO0 3TOM MOKHO JIMIIb JI0Ta IbIBaThCS.

— Ilyctp npyrue ragaior, — orBetTriia Meras. — A b1, JleaHaHim, Moria Obl TOMOYb HAM YCKO-
PUTH STOT Tporiecc. Y TeOst oO0MpHast CETh IMMOHOB U MIMEIOTCSI OCBEOMUTEIM BO MHOTUX FOPOAax
peanbHoro mupa. Ecim 6b1 Kuppan nosen cBo¥t Hapop Tyaa, KTO-HUOYIb 00SI3aTeNTbHO 3aMETHIT Obl,
Y PaHO WJIM TIO3HO A0 TeOs IOIUTH ObI CITyXU 00 STOM.

— Bce-To ThI 3HaeMIb 0 Moel ceTH, a, JKenesnast Koposesa? — Jleananiu ogapuiia Meran Bece-
JIOi, HEMHOTO YSI3BJIEHHOM YIIBIOKOM. — Hazieroch, Tol He 3a0b11a 00 yiepOe, KOTOPbIiA TBOW ChIH HAHEC
B TIPOIIJIOM He ToibKo HeObln, HO M MHe ruHO. S momoria emy, npuioTiia JIETHIO AEBYIIKY,
KOTOPYIO OH TaK TOJIIOOWJI, 3alllUIaia UX 000X LIEHOW OrPOMHBIX YCWJIMH, U YeM OH MHE OTILIa-
tii? — OHa MaxHyJIa pyKOU Ha 9JIETaHTHYI0 00CTaHOBKY. — PazopBain 3aBecy u 3actaBui Mexaymu-
pbe ncues3HyTb. UTo, B CBOIO OUepe/b, pa3pyLIHIo MO 0COOHSK. $1 moTepsiyia CIyr, IIIMMOHOB U BCEX
Moux Yapnb3oB. — JleaHaHIIM gpamMaTHYHO BCXJIMITHYJIA U BHITEpa BooOpaxaemyio criesy. — 51 10
CHX TIOp OYEeHb PACCTPOEHA M3-32 ITOTO.

XoTb MeraH He mnojana BUfYy, 51 MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK OHA HAMPSAIJIACh ITOJ MOUMH JIAIOHSIMH,
" JICTOHBKO CXKaJI €€ IJICYU, JaBad IMOHATb, YTO A pAIOM. B 10 X)e BpEMsA BO MHC BCIIBIXHYJI THEB
Ha Jleananmm. Mbl 06a 3HamH, 4To (peripy He MPOIIAIOT M YacTo 3aTanBaioT oouay HaBeyHo. C Toro
nHsl, kKak Kuppan Obut m3rHaH, HaMm ¢ Merad MOCTOSIHHO HAIOMHMHAJIM O TOM, YTO OH CJeJIajl U KaKoi
Bpel puarHWI Beeit HeOpumi. D10 OO TsKebIM OpeMeHeM, 0COOeHHO i1t MeraH, Beb, Oyayuu
Kenesnoit KoponeBoi, et Hajuiexxano coomoaaTh 3akoHbl PeripuiieH1a, KaKUMU Obl TPYIHBIMUA OHU
HU OBUTH.

— Urak, 310 BamM J0poro oOouaercsi, MUjIble MOM, — Mpoaosukiia JleaHaHum, ¢ cepbe3HBIM
BUJIOM IJIsijisi TO HA MeraH, To Ha MeHs1. — $1 Hudero He umelo npotus KenesHou Koposessl, HO ee
MaJIBUMKY 32 MHOTO€ TIPEJICTOUT OTBETUTD. [103TOMY, €CIT XOTUTE MOE TIOMOIIH, OOI0Ch, TPUIETCS
OKa3aTbh MHE OTBETHYIO YCIIyTY.

Meran Bcsi mogoOpanach. 1 3Has, 4YTO OHA MBICJIEHHO TOTOBUTCS K CaMOWM ONACHOW YacTH
BCTpEUH: TOPTY.

— Kakyio ycnyry? — cipocuiia OHa MTHOBEHHE CITyCTSI.

— JloBosbHO G0JIBIIIYI0, — Oe3anesuUIAIMOHHO 3asBuIa JleaHaHIH, U 51 ¢ TPYJOM MOJaBUII pac-
TyIllee pa3ipaxkeHue.

KoponeBa M3ruanHbIX 3HaJIa, YTO MBI ClIeIaeM Bce, 9ToObl HaiTh KuppaHa, ¥ Mcronp30Baja 310
3HaHWE B CBOMX MHTepecax. B Toprax ¢ ¢eiipu mogoOHasi TakTHKa OblIa BIIOJTHE OKMIAEMOM, HO BCE
PaBHO 3aCTaBJsijia MO0 KpPOBb KumeTh. Bodmoxkno, Kuppan ObuT paneH, HaXoausIcs B IJIEHY, MOXET,
eMy yrpoxaia onacHOCTb, HO JleaHaHIIM BUJieNa B 3aKJII0OYEHUU TOW CAEJKH JIUIIb CBOIO BBITOLY.

— CousBoIb cOOOUUTH HAM TIOAPOOHOCTH. — MeraH ocTaBajiach CIIOKOHMHOW ¥ HEBO3MY THMOW,
XOTA MBIIIIBI TOA MOMMMU MaJIbHaMH HAIIPATTIMCH €IE CUJIBHEC. — Yero THI HA CAMOM JeJIE XO4€elllb,
Jleananmm?

TemHast My3a OTKMHYJAaCh B Kpecyie U YJIbIOHYIaCh.

— Xouy BbIOpaThcsi U3 MeXIyMHpbs, Toporue, — oObsiBIIA OHAa. — $1 cumMTalo, 4To JI0CTa-
TOYHO MPOAOJIKUTE/IBHOC BPEMA MPOBEJIa B U3THAHUU, U, KaK BUAUTE, MG)K)IyMI/Ip]:»e CTaHOBUTCHA. ..
JOBOJIBHO HECTaOWJIbHBIM. MHE OIacHO OCTaBaThCs 3/1€Ch U JAJIbIIE, YUUThIBasi HBIHEITHUE XaoC U
HeornpeeaeHHOCTh: o TauctoyHy OeraioT 4yJdoBHIIA, MpeBpaiiaoinme Qeipu B Kommapsl. MHe
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OIpe/IeNIeHHO TIopa yXoouTh. §1 Xouy BepHyThcsl B HeObutb u JleTnHuii [IBop, a caenats 3TO cMOry,
TOJIBKO €CJIM TOT, KTO M3THAJ MeHs, OTMEHUT mprKa3. [109ToMy MHE HyKHO, YTOOBI BBl TIOTOBOPHIIH
¢ Tutanueit n yoequnu ee NpuUHATH 31O peiieHue. [loMorute MHe, a 51 B3aMeH MIOMOTY HATH Balllero
ChIHA.

KpoBb 3acTbuia y MeHs B xuiax. Turanus, xxeHa O6epona u Koponera Jlernero /Isopa, Oputa
nocie/iHen (peipy, ¢ KOTOpor KOMY-THOO M3 HAC XOTEJIOCh UMETh Jiesio. HerocTosiHHas, MetouHas u
BBICOKOMEpHasl, OHA C TUIAMEHHOM CTPacThi0 HEeHaBHesa Bcex Hac: MeHsl, MeraH, [Taka u Kuppana.
OHa siB/IsIaCh OHUM U3 CaMbIX 3JI00HBIX CO3/1aHUM BO Beeid HeObln, el HpaBIIOCh M3/IeBaThCs Kak
HaJl JIIOAbMH, TaK M HaJl (peiipu IPOCTO NOTOMY, UTO 3TO B €€ BIacTU. Takke OHa SIBJIsUIaCh OIHOW U3
caMbIX MoryiecTBeHHbIX ¢eiipu Jlernero [IBopa, ycrymnas iummibs O6epoHy, 1 ObUIO KpaiiHe OMacHO
MIEPeYnTh ENl.

MeraH cujena He IIeBesiCh, HO €€ TOH, KOTJIa OHa 3arOBOPHJIA, OCTABAJICS POBHBIM:

—3T0 0YeHb PUCKOBAHHOE MpejyioxkeHue, Jleananmm. Ckopee BCcero, CIIOTHUTh TBOE JKEJIaHUe
Oy/IeT HEeBO3MOKHO, U TeOe ITO U3BECTHO.

— Ha, moporasi. — TemHas My3a Opocuiia Ha Hee CaMOJIOBOJIbHBIN B3IJIsiI. — KOHEUHO, M3BECTHO.
Ho 3Haio 51 TakXke ¥ TO, YTO U THl cama, U Jpyrue B 3TOM KOMHaTe oueHb YMHbL. Eciu mpunoxure
YCUJIHSI, TO YTO-HUOYAb MpUAyMaeTe, si B 3TOM yBepeHa. — OHa OTKUHYJIaCh Ha3ajl, CKPECTHB CBOM
IJTMHHBIE HOTH. — TakoBO Moe yclioBUe, ToiyOurKH, B 0OMEH Ha TO, YTO sl PACCKaXy BCE, UTO 3HAIO
o Kuppane. Cornamiaiitech Win yonpanTech.

Hosonvno!

$1 mouyBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO BO MHE JIOMAETCs, OI0OHO JIeIsTHOM KOPKe, CKOBABIIIEH OyIIyio-
mee mope. Hagoeno MHe ObITh TeprieuBbIM. DTa Mpoch0a, €CIM U He Ka3aJlach HEBBITOJTHUMOM, BCe
PaBHO TPE/ICTABIISIIACH ITyCTOW TPATOW BPEMEHU U PECYPCOB Ha MOIMBITKH YMUPOTBOPUTH €111 OHY
MepeMEeHUYUBYI0 KOoposieBy (eiipu. Topr — He e IMHCTBEHHBIN CITOCO0 MOMYYUTh MH(POPMAIIHIO, /1a U
JleanaHiy 60sbIIIe HE SIBJISIACH CAMBIM CHUTBHBIM CO3[JaHMEM B 9TOi KoMHare. [Topa HAOMHHTS e,
YTO HE TaK JaBHO 51 OblT HeOnarum npuHIiieM, Kotoporo 6osutuch Bece B HeObum.

— Her.

4l ortomien OoT AMBaHA, HAMOJMHSAS KOMHATY 3UMHMMH Yapamu. Temmeparypa ymnaja, OroHb B
KaMUHE 3alIuIie]l ¥ yrac, 1o MOTOJKY C Pe3KUM TPECKOM pacrion3cst MHel. [1ak mocnentHo BbIpsi-
MUJICS, €ro JIbIXaHHWe 3aKJIyOusIoch B Bo3ayxe, a Hukc 3amepna B yrry. Meran u Jleananmm ocra-
BAJIMCh HA CBOMX MeCTax, 00e MPUTBOPSIMCH CIIOKOWHBIMHU, XOTS sl YyBCTBOBAJI yauBiIeHUe MeraH,
korja HaBuc HaJl KoponeBoit MI3rHaHHBIX, MPOH3asl €€ JIeASTHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Boroch, 3T0 mbl HENMPaBUIBHO MMOHUMAEIIIb CUTYaluio, JleaHaHIN, — OOBSBII S XOJIOAHBIM
TOHOM. — DT0 He npockOa. Ham cbin mponai, B MexIyMupbe HapuT xaoc, Bcst HeObuTh MOXKET OKa-
3aThCsl B OMACHOCTH. Thl TOMOXEITh HAM — Ceivac ke — UM MOXkKaJleellb 00 STOM.

JleanaHim n3oraysia OpoBH, U Ha ee JIMIIe TPOMEJIbKHYIIO eIBa 3aMETHOE YAMBJIEHHUE BKYIIE CO
crpaxoM. Ho oHa ObIcTpo B3si71a ceOs1 B PyKU M OflapuJia MEHSI BBI3BIBAIOIIEH YIBIOKOM.

— Taxk-Tak, a MaIbYMK-TO, TIOXOKE, BO3OMHII Ce0s1 B3POCIIbIM, — 3aMETHJIa OHA CTOJb e XOJIO/I-
HBIM M OTACHBIM roiocoM. — [103Bosb HAMOMHUTH Tebe, 3UMHUIA MPHHII, YTO Thl HAXOMUIIbCS TPH
Moem ITBOpE, B MOMX BJIQJICHUSIX. YTpo3a KOpoJjieBe Ha ee COOCTBEHHOW TEPPUTOPUU TOBJEUET 3a
co00ii IOCTEACTBHUS.

— To1 He koponeBa, TemHast My3a. — 51 He pa3pbIBajl 3pUTEILHOTO KOHTAKTA, U Jie]] Ha MOTOJIKE
YIAJTMHUJICS 0 COCYJIeK JUTMHOM B (PYT, CBEPKAIOIIMX U CMEPTOHOCHBIX. — MoXelllb BeTuJaTh ceOs
TaKOBOW 1 ITOBEJIEBATh 3allyTaHHBIMU U3THAHHUKAaMU U (el pU-TI0JTyK POBKaMU, HO CEMYac Thl B OIHOW
KOMHATe C ICTUHHOM npaBuTenbHuLel (eiipu, [Tnytummkoi Poounom, cerrom M30 u npeBneit 3a0bI-
TOH yOMiilield, KoTopasi cTapiie aaxe Teos. — S HamepeHHO TOJIOKUII PYKY Ha PYKOSITh Meua, YTOObI
cHemaTh yrpo3y MpeiesibHO MOHSITHOM. — ECIT MbI 3aX0THM, OT TBOETO IAPCTBA HUYETO HE OCTAHETCS.
MBbI pa3pylivM ero v pa3BeeM B HEObITHH, a Thl CTAaHEIIb CMYTHBIM BOCIIOMHUHAHHUEM, KOTOPOE BCKOpE
Bce 1o3adynyT. ims TemHo#i My3bl HCUE€3HET HABEKH.
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JleaHaHIM Me/IIEHHO B3/I0XHYJA. §1 YyBCTBOBA, KaKk OHa COOMpAET CHITY, MPU3bIBasi OKpYXka-
IOIIME Yaphl, ¥ OLIYIIAJI, YTO COOCTBEHHAs] 3MMHsIsl Marsi BIAMBAETCSI B MEHSI B OTBETHOM JICICTBUM.
Ecnu Temnas My3a xo4er gpaku, s ¢ pagoCThio €€ YBaKY.

TyT nopHsimack Meras, SHEprus U Yapbl KPYXWIUCh BOKPYT Hee, Kak ITOPM, 3aCTaBJIsIsl OTHU
TpemneTaTh U TaHleBaTh. JleaHaHIIM 3amepria, Ha €€ JIMLE POMENIbKHYJIA €/1Ba 3aMeTHas TeHb oIace-
Husl, Korga cuia KenesHoit KoposieBbl 3anosiH1Ia KOMHATY.

— INogoOHBI MCXOT HUKOMY He TTpUHECeT MoJIb3bl, JleaHaH iy, — cka3ana MeraH, ee rojioc cra
THIIIe, HO He MeHee TBepabM. — ['opon Kuppana paspyiien, ero Hapoj rmoru0, YyJOBHIIE YTPOKaeT
MesxayMupBIo U KU3HSM Bcex obuTatesneir HeObutu. Thl mOMOXKeIs HaMm, TIOTOMY UTO, eclii Mesxky-
MUpbE MCYE3HET, TOrMOHET M TBOEe KOPOJIEBCTBO. B TBoMX mHTepecax, uroObl Kuppan Obut HaiijieH,
u HaizieH ObicTpo. [oxaiyiicta, — OHa B3MaxHyJsa pyKOW, ¥ TIPU3BAHHBIA €10 MOIIHBIN TIOTOK yTh-
4yTb Ocsiades1, HO He uc4e3 MOJTHOCTHIO, — IOMOTH MHE OTBICKAaTh MOETO ChIHA.

B npopnomkeHr HeCKONMBbKMX yaapoB cepana Jleananmm cMmotpesa Ha Meran ¢ HEeMmpoOHMIIA-
eMbIM BBIpaXeHUeM JuIa. 1 ckam maiblpl Ha pyKosiTh Meua, Hukc Hampsirmack B yroy, a [lak
HeOpeKHO MOIBMHYJICS, 3aHsB Ha AUBaHe Oonee yjooHoe nosoxenue. Barsaa Meran ocraBasics pu-
koBaHHBIM K KoponeBe M3rHaHHBIX, MOTYaHUE 3aTATUBAIOCH, HANIPSKEHHE HAPaCTalo.

Hakownen, JleaHaH1u 3arpoKyHysa rojoBy U pacCMesiach.

— O, 6paBo, goporue Mou, OpaBo! — BOCKJIMKHYJIAa OHa, OJHMUMAsICh CO CBOETO MECTa U XJIomast
B JIajiomu. — Armionupyio Tede ctosi, Muiass MeraH. § oxuiana, 4To cbiH M30 He 3aMeJlTUT MoKa-
3aTh ce0s1 BO Bcell Kpace, HO MHe ObLJIO MHTEPECHO, KOT/Ia e U Thl PEIIUIIb BOCTIONb30BATHCS CBOEH
HBIHEIIHeW BiacThio. — ['yObl JleaHaHIM CKPUBIIIUCH B JIOBOJIBHOM yXMbLIKe. — OHa OIbsIHSET, He
Tak Ju? KakoBo 3T0 — MMETh B CBOEM pacnopsiKeHHH Takyio cuity? [lo3mpaBisiio, Tl HAKOHEI-TO
Hay4MJIach BecTH ceOst Kak KoposieBa. TuTaHus ropauiachk Obl TOOOH.

MeraH ckpuIiHyJia 3y0aMy 1 HIYEro He OTBETHIIA.

— I'ne Kuppan? — cHoBa cripocuiia OHa, TIIATEIbHO KOHTPOJIUPYS CBOW rosnoc. — CKaxku MHe,
Jleananmm. § 3Ha10, YTO THI UMEEIIIb MPECTABIEHHUE O TOM, KyJla OH MOT' OTIIPABHUTHCS.

Koponesa M3rnannpix nomxaina ryosl.

— 41 B camom Jienie He 3HAI0, Ky/Ja MOAEBaJCs TBOW MAJIbUUK, Aoporas, — 6e33a00THO 3asBUIIA
OHa. — 3aTo 3HAI0 KOe-KOro, KTo MOXeET ObITh B Kypce. 51 ckaxy Tede, Mosi roiyOKa, HO TOMHH. .. — OHa
yKazajia MyHAINTYKOM Ha Meras. — $I He 3a0yay Toro, 4to THl TYT ycTpownia. Eciu HamepeHa BecTH
ce0s1 Kak KOpoJieBa, [yMaid O MOCJE/ICTBUSIX, KOr/la 3asBIsAeIbCsl CBOSH IapCTBEHHOH MEPCOHOM Ha
TEPPUTOPHIO IPYTOM MpaBUTENbHUIIBL f yxke cpaxanack ¢ Ma6 u Turanueid, mosToMy He MoOoICh
u cxBatku ¢ KenesHoit Koposnesoi.

OcraBuB 3Ty HEJJBYCMBICIIEHHYIO YTPO3Y BUCETh B BO3/yXe, JleaHaHIIM mpoosmKmia:

— Kuppan BeIOpan Mup CMEpTHBIX. DTO €IMHCTBEHHBIN JIOTUYECKUI BBIBOJ, YUUTHIBAsI, UTO B
MexayMHUpbe OH OCTaBaThCsl He MOXKET, a 13 HeObli ObUT M3rHAH, TaK YTO MHP JIIOJEH — ero nocie-
Hee npuodeskuie. Boripoc B ToM, kyda umerHo OH MOT Obl HAIPABUTh CBOM cTOMBI? OCOOEHHO ¢ 00T~
10 rpynmnoi 3a0bThIX Ha Oykcupe. Mup Joneit HeOe3onaceH uisi 3a0bThiXx. Han Humum oBieet
MIOCTOSIHHAS YTPO3a yracaHus U3-3a OTCYTCTBUSI COOCTBEHHBIX Yap M BO3/ICHCTBUS Kele3a U OaHaIb-
Hocteil. Kuppany 31o uzBectHo. OTpe3aHHblil 0T Mexaymupbs u HeObutn, oH OyJeT UCKaTh ISl HUX
6e30MmacHoe MecCTO, I/ie TOIbKO BO3MOXKHO. Eci OH He xoueT, yToOBl ero 0OOHAPYKWIIU, TO CTAHET
CKPBIBATLCS, © MOXKET OKa3aThCsl HEMPOCTO HalTh ero. — OnHako, — JleaHaHIu MogHsIa BBEpX /ABa
JUTMHHBIX TaJIbla, — B MUPE CMEPTHBIX €CTh /IBa YeJIOBEKa, C KOTOPHIMU OH MOJKET IOTBITAThCS CBSI-
3arbes. [lymaio, Joporue Mou, Bbl A0Ta/IbIBa€TeCh, 0 KOM s1. OHU ChITpaJii BaXKHYIO POJIb B MOCTIE-
Hel BOWHE, XOTs OJIUH SIBWICSI KaTAJIM3aTOPOM BCel TOU 3aBapyIlKU ¢ BPeMEHHBIM UCUE3HOBEHUEM
MexymMupss.

— Wran, — npobopmorarn 1.

WraH, cBomHbIl OpaT MeraH, ObUT 4eJIOBEKOM, POAUBIIMMCS CO 3pEHUEM U TIOTOMY CIIOCOOHBIM
BUJETh CKPBITHII MUP U (peiipy, axe Korja OHU Haxo[sATcs Noj AercTBrueM vap. [IpusHarecs, nonroe
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BpeMsl OH HeHaBuzen U MeHs, 1 HeOblib, OOBUHSISI HAC B TOM, YTO MBI 3a0pajii €ro cecTpy, HO B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB CyMeJl IOMUPUTHCS ¢ MeraH u 3akiiiounth Mup ¢ deiipruienaom, KOTOpsIi pe3upa.
Bo Bpemsi mocienHelr BOWHBI ¢ 3a0bITHIMA VITaH BBICTYNWJ 3aIIMTHUKOM (belpH U, BO3MOXKHO, B
OAMHOYKY noMeran Kuppany coBepHIMTh HEMBICIIMMOE.

MHe HeM3BECTHO, UTO Ha CaMOM J[ieJie MPOU30IILIO B Te MOCAeJHUe MrHOBeHU Mexay Kuppa-
HoM u Utanom Yeiizom. 4 3nam, uro Utan Obu1 gpyrom Kuppana, u mpexk/ie OHU He pa3 MoMOraiu
apyr apyry. BosmoxHo, neno B Bozpacte, Ho Kuppan Bcerga npeanounrai BTSArMBaTh B CBOM IPO-
OJ1eMbI CONTPOTHUBIISIIONIETOCS U C HEOXOTOM corJarmatorerocst Mitana, a He 0OpamaTbest 3a MOMOIIIBIO
K HaM ¢ MeraH.

Jleananmm KuBHya.

— Kcrary, kak noxusaet Ham goporoi tan? — nonHTepecoBaiach oHa. — Bee Takoil ke Bopy-
JIMBBIA U YTPIOMBIN? DTOT MapeHs AacT opy caMoil Meays3e.

— Wran B opsjike, — ¢ onackoit orBeTriia MeraH, 60sch BeiiaTh KoposieBe VI3rHaHHBIX CITHIII-
KoM MHoro uHgopmauuu. — Ilepeexan BMecte ¢ KeH3u B MasieHbKUI TOPOJOK U OTKPBLT TaM 03¢
— IIKOJTY OOEBBIX UCKYCCTB.

— AX, MakkeH3u, — B310xHyJ1a Jleananim. — Takas mumas neByllika, COBCEM HE MOXOKas Ha
CBOIO BEYHO XMYPYIO JIYUIITYIO TIOJIOBUHY. $1 cabiiana, 9To B IPOILIOM IOy OHH TIOKEHIITUCH. 5 Obl
TIOIIIJTa Ha CBa/Ib0Y, HO, K COXKAaJIEHHIO, MeHsI He mpHuriaciiii. — OHa (bpIpKHYIIA, Ha TIOJICEKYH/IbI CTaB
MIOXOKel Ha OOMKEHHYI0 (hel0-KPECTHYIO, HO TYT e YJbIOHY1ach MeraH. — 3Haellb JIM Thl, 4TO, KOTAa
MBI BIIEpBbIE BCTPETWIINCH, MaKKeH3H 3aKIoumia co MHOU caenky? depxy napu, Mtan HUKorga He
yIIOMHUHAJ 00 3TOM, BepHO? — npojgokana Temaass My3a. — MakkeH3u He poviIach CO 3peHueM,
KakK TBOU OpaT — el MPHUIIIOCh BHITOProBarth ero. MtaH, KOHEYHO, ObUT MTPOTUB, HO MBI 3aKJIIOUMIIH
MpeKpacHoe coryarieHne, 4Toosl OHa oOpesa 3peHue.

Meran Hanpsriack. Makkensu CeHt-/[keiiMc ObUTO IIeCTHAIIATh, KOTJa ee BIEpPBbIC 3aTa-
i B HeGputs BMecTe ¢ Utanom, a Topr ¢ KoponeBoit MI3raaHHbIX ObUT OMACHBIM MPEANPUSITAEM
aaxe IJIsi CaMbIX OIBITHBIX (beripr. apoBaTh cMEpTHOMY 3peHue ObLIO IeIOM HEITyTOUYHBIM, U IIeHa
3a Io0OHOE Bceraa OblTa BHICOKA.

— Yto oHa Tebe nmoobemana? — TuXo crpocuia Meras.

— Mecs cBoelt xu3HM, — oTBeTIa TemHas My3a. — [lo mpaBae roBopsi, To ObUIO OTHO U3
CaMBIX IIEIPbIX MOUX MpeAIoKeHui. iTaH uyTh He JIOMHYI OT 3710CTH, a MakkeH3u 0e3 KoieOaHui
coracuiack. KoHeYHO, 3T0 OBLIO 10 TOTO, KaK 51 y3HaJIa, 4TO Y Hee JielikeMusl. — JleaHaHIIH rokavasa
roJIOBOM. — 3a0aBHO, YTO JIIOAU, KOTOPBIE CUMTAIOT, YTO MPOXKUBYT HEIONTO, TOPa3/I0 Yallle PUCKYIOT
BceM. Jleio B TOM, UTO M3-3a 3TOTO U M3-3a XapaKTepa Hallledl JOrOBOPEHHOCTH 1 CTajla BpeMs OT
BpEMEHU NMPOBEPsATh Joporylo MakkeH3u. M HegaBHO 3aMeTHIa, YTO B PEAIbHOM MUPE IIPOUCXOAUT
HEUTO CTpaHHOE. Bbl BUJEIM 9TUX HECHOCHBIX MAJICHBKUX MTUKCH, KOTOPBIE TaK U JILHYT K JIO/sIM?

MeraH Hanpsriach, a sl Py puiIcs. 3Ha4YMT, JleaHaHIM Toxke 0OpaTria Ha HUX BHUMaHUE.
Wnu nonyyunia JOHOCH OT CBOEM CETH LIIMOHOB U OCBEAOMUTEIIEH.

— Boo01iie-To, Mbl UMENH YAOBOJILCTBHE CTOJKHYTBCSI C OMHUM U3 HUX, — nofau rosoc [ak. —
Thl, cTy4aiiHO, HE 3Haelllb, YTO ITO Takoe, Jlea?

— Hu maneiiero nousrtusi, noporoii. — JleaHaHm npeHeOpeXKUTEIBHO JepHY/Ia MYH/IITY-
koM. — [Too3peBato, uTo 310 HOBBIN BH (helipy, HO OOJIBIIEro cKa3aTh He Mory. OIHaKo, MO CJIOBaM
MOUX MH(OPMATOPOB B PEaIbHOM MHUPE, 3TU CYILLECTBA HE IPOCTO PACHPOCTPAHSIOTCS, OHU 3aIlo-
JIOHWM coOoi OyKBasbHO Bce. [loHauany mMx ObUIO BCErO HECKOJBKO, TAK YTO HUKTO He oOparia
ocoOoro BHUMaHHMs. [I0TOM MX YMCIEHHOCTh YBEINYMUIIACh, M TETIEPh TUX MUKCH MOXHO BCTPETUTD
10 BceMY MUpPY cMepTHBIX. HacKO/IbKO s1 MOTY CyAMTh, MX NPUBJIEKAIOT HErATUBHbBIE SMOLIMU — OIac-
HOCTb, CTPaXx, SIPOCTb, OTUYAsTHUE, — KOTOPbIE OHU PACHPOCTPAHSIOT cpeau Jofiel u deripu. OHu nop-
Xalo0T BOKPYT JIIOZIEH TOI0OHO CTPEMSIIIMMCS K CBETY JIaMIIbl MaJICHbKMM, UCTIOJTHEHHBIM HEHABUCTH
MOTBLIbKAM, JIeJ1asi BCEX pa3JpakUTeJIbHBIMU U IITyNbIMUA. OHU I€HICTBUTEIBHO CTAHOBATCS JI0BOJIBHO
OIaCHBIMHU.
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— Kak naBHO 310 npoucxonut? — cripocuiia Meras.

— Bor 310 peiicTBUTENBHO MHTEpECHO, Muiasd. 1 mposena pacciefoBaHue, MOCHpalvBaa,
3aruIaTUIa HECKOJIBKMM JIpY3bsIM, U 3HaeTe, YTo OOHapyxXuia? DTU CYIIECTBA, KOULMAPHble NUKCU,
KaK X Ha3bIBAIOT U3THAHHUKH, BIIEPBbIE ObUTH 3aMeUeHbl Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MECSIIEeB MOCe OKOHYA-
HUs BoiHbl ¢ [ocniokoit 1 3a6eiTbiMu. YTO OB 3TO 3HaUMIO?.. — OHA MOXana mieyaMu. — MOKHO
TOJIBKO JIOTabIBAaThCsl. DTH CYIIECTBA HAYAIU TOSIBIISITBCS BCKOpPE TOCTe TOro, kKak MexIyMupbe
Mcyessio B mepBbii pa3. Korna Baii 1oporoii CBIHOK MpuHec ce0s1 B KePTBY, YTOOBI pa30pBaTh 3aBecy.

B Moux rnma3ax BCIBIXHYJ F'HEB, U JIeaHaHIIH, CJIOBHO TIOUYBCTBOBAB MOM MBICIIH, TYT K€ Iepe-
BeJla Ha MEeH$ B3IVISA.

— Kak 6bl TO HM OBUTO, — MPOOIKUIIA OHA, — Sl CYUTAIO, YTO-TO MPOU3OIILIO B TY HOUB, KOT/IA
ucuesna 3aBeca. Bo3aMOKHO, 3TU CyllecTBa MOSBUIMCH U3 TOM YacTu Mex1yMUpbs, O CyILIECTBOBA-
HUM KOTOPOW MBI He 3HaeM. B CBSI3M ¢ STUM BOZHHMKAET BOIIPOC: €CJIM KOIIIMAPHBIE TTMKCH IPOHUKAIOT
MMEHHO OTTYJa, TO 4To emle Tam ecTh? W Hackoibko oHO omacHo? B oOmiem, Oyay oueHb Mpu3Ha-
TeJIbHA, €CJIM Thl 3alIMEIILCS STHM, JI0porasi, — moAbIToxuIa Jleananmm. — Moxet ObIThb, CTOUT TIPU-
BJIeYb JApyrue JBopbl. OHM He 3a00TATCS O TOM, YTO MPOUCXOAUT B PEAIBHOM MUpE, a, KaK 10 MHE,
crenoBaio Obl. [o KpaiiHeit Mepe, 1711 pelieHust ITOU MPOOIeMBI.

— 41 Tak u cnenao. — Meran ycrano kuBHyna. — [locie Toro kak Haiigem KuppaHna, st BepHYyCh
B ®eiipuiiens 1 cooOITy MPABUTEISIM O MOSBJICHUH HOBOTO TUMA (pefipu. XOoTsl, Kak MHE KaKeTcs,
CHauaJia HaM CaMUM CJIeIyeT pa3y3HaTb O HUX MOOOJIBIIIE.

— Hy, TbI uX TOYHO yBU/MIIIL, Pa3 COOMpPACIIILCS B MUP JIIOEH, — cKaszasa Jleananmm. — §1 Toxe
MIPOBE/y Pa3BEAKy B MUPE CMEPTHBIX; MOKET ObITh, YAACTCS HAUTH KaKylo-HUOYAb WH(MOPMAIHIO O
HarieM nponasiieM Kopose 3a0biThix. M Bee ke cuuTalo, 4To JIydIie Bcero Tede moMoryT TBor Opat
u ero xkena. [lomo3pesaio, 3TM JBOE 3HAIOT O MPOUCXOASIIEM OOJIbIIe, YeM KTO-T100 apyroi. Kpome
Toro, B mponutoM Kuppan yxe oOpamaics k Utany u Kensu. Her npuunH gymath, 9T0 OH He TIOTIBI-
TaeTCsl CBSI3aThCS C HUMH CHOBA.

— He xouy ux BTIrUBaTh, — CO CTOHOM IpU3HATAach MeraH. — § oberiana OpaTy, 4To MocTapach
AepXkKaTh ero MoJajblle OT MOTUTHUECKHUX Urp (eiipr, HO, MOXOXKE, y HAC HE OCTATIOCh BAPUAHTOB.

— Tenepp Wtan moHmumaeTt, 4to 3HAUUT OBITh poscTBeHHUKOM JKenesHoi KoponeBbl, — oOpa-
TIiIcs 1 K Meras. — CeMbs ISl HETO caMOe Ba)KHOE, J1aKe €CU MPUAETCS UMETh JIEJIO C COIYTCTBY-
oM 6e3ymueM (eiipu. Ilonaraio, Mbl JOJKHBI TIOBEPUTH €MY Ha CJIOBO U Y3HATbh, HE CIIBIIIAIIH JIN
oHu ¢ Kensu o Kuppane niam o Tom, r1e OH MOKET HaXOOUTHCA.

— He comneBatock, 4To OH OyeT paji HAC BUIETh, — C YXMBLIKOW JOOABUJI CUASIIIIUI HA TUBaHE
[MTak. — MbI 106aBUM B €ro XU3Hb IPKUX Kpacok. Hazierock, OH yxke OnpaBuiICs OT TOrO HeOOJIbIIIOrO
npocyeTa ¢ royOsiMy Ha CBOeH CBajpOe.

Meran B30XHYJIa 4 MTOTEpJIa PyKOH IJiasa.

— IIpoctu mens1, Utan, — npodopmotana oHa. — 1 He Xxouy 3TOro jaenarb, HO, KaKETCs, HaM
MIPUJIETCS ellie pa3 MOCTaBUTh TBOIO KM3Hb C HOT' Ha TOJIOBY.

Ona noBepHy/ach ¥ BAPYT yIepiach PyKOH B CIMHKY JHMBaHA, Kak Obl MOACTPAXOBBIBASICh.
MrHOBEHHO BCTPEBOKMBIIKCH, 51 IArHYJ K HEW M TO/IepKall MO JIOKOTOK, YYBCTBYS, KaK JpOXKaT
€€ MBILIIIBI 110 MOMMH TaJIbLIAMHU.

— MerasH. ..

— Bce HopmanbHo, — cniokoitHo otBeTwia Kene3nast Koponesa. — IIpocro ycrana. CxBatka ¢
MoHcTpoM BhIOMIIA HAC BCEX U3 KOJIEH.

10 elnle MATKO cKa3aHo. MbI 4yTh HE MOrUOIM, Cpaxasich C OTHUM M3 CAMBIX HEMOOe MMbIX
CYILIECTB U3 BCEX, C KeM s Korjaa-Jmoo crasikuBaicsi. OH He ObLT HM CBEPXCHIIBHBIM, HM CAMBIM MOIII-
HBIM MOHCTPOM, HO TIPH 3TOM Ka3aJIoCh, YTO €0 MPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO yOUTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MBI
OTKPBUIH CEKPET, KaK YHUUTOKHUTD UyJOBHIIE, BepHee, 3T0 caenan [1ak, Ho He paHbllie, Y4eM OHO CaMo
HAHECJIO MY CEPbE3HbIN YPOH.
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— Ecnu nosBosmwib, noporasi. — JleaHaHIM ¢ BbIpaKeHMEM COMHEHMsI Ha JIMLIE MOKPYTHJIa B
pyKax MyHJIITYK. — BbIIsauib Tl He o4eHb Xopouio. Ceityac B TOW 4acTU MUpa, Ie KUBET TBOW
Opart, 10 paccBeTa elne Jajieko, 1 Yeissl, ckopee Bcero, Kpernko crisaT. Heckonbko 4yacoB OXuIaHus
HUYEro He U3MEHST, a Tebe He MOMeIaeT OTAbIX. 3aBTpa MepBbIM AEJIOM 51 OTHPABIIIO TOHIA B IOM
UYeii30B — OH 3HAET, Kak 0OOUTH 3aIuUTy OT (hbelipHr, YCTAHOBJICHHYIO TBOUM OpaToOM.

— DTO yKaCHO MWJIO C TBOEW CcTOpoHbl, Jlea. — Cugsanmii Ha auBaHe [lak ckpectus pyku Ha
rpyau u 6pocuit Ha KoposeBy M3rHaHHBIX HACTOPOXKEHHBIN B3MJIsi. — C 4ero BAPYT Takast yCITyKJIU-
BOCTb?

— 41 Bcerna rotoBa NoMo4Yb, JOPOrou. — JleaHaHIM BO3MYIIEHHO MaxHy/a pykou. — He xouy,
YTOOBI TOCTH MOETO JJOMa OOBUHSITM MEHSI B HETOCTETIPUMMCTBE — 3TO TUI0XO 11 OusHeca. V3ectue
O TOM, UTO s OblJTa rpy0a ¢ KeM-TO U3 BaKHBIX 0CO0, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO OHU MHE YT POKaJTH, TIIOXO
CKaxeTcst Ha Moux joxonaax. He Bomnyiics, Ilak, mwisiid. — TemHas My3a onapuia ero 3joBeniei
yIBIOKOM. — [lmaHupyst MecTb, s1 HUKOTIa He TOPOIUTIOCh. B 9THX cTeHax BbI Bce B MOJTHOW Oe3omac-
HOCTH.

[Tak nomopiucs:

— CBouMHM 3aBEpEeHHSIMH Thl MEHsI HUCKOJIBKO He yOernuia.

— HeBaxno. — JleanaHimm orMaxHysiach OT €ro KOMMEHTapusi U MOBepHyJach K KenezHou
Koponese: — Meran, ronyoka... { Bce eme mory Ha3siBath TeOst MeraH, na? Moe npeioxkeHue B
cuse. [loxanyiicta, UCTIONB3YH 3TO BpeMsl [UIsl OTABIXA U MCIEJICHHs, a TaKxke Ui TUIAaHWPOBAHUS
cieayoniero mara. Mo ciiyra mpoBOAMWT Bac B KOMHATHI 1J1s1 TOCTEH.

Meran konebanach. S 9yBCTBOBa ee BHYTpEeHHIOI OOphOy. Y Hac He ObIJI0 BO3MOKHOCTH ITepe-
BECTH JIyX C TeX MOp, KaK HavaJIi 0X0Ty Ha MOHCTpa, a rocyieqHsist OUTBa C 3TUM CYILIECTBOM OTHsLJIa
MHOTrO0 cuil. Bee ObUTH M3MOTaHBI MOpaTbHO U (pusruecky, aaxe [lak u Hukc. Y MeHst camoro 10 cux
TIOp HBUIO TEJIO TOCIe TOro, Kak MOHCTp HECKOJIBKO pa3 ylapui MeHsI O KaMeHHbIe TUTUTH. CUHSKH
TMIOYTH COIIUIH, CJIOMaHHbIe pedpa 3a:Kuiu, HO Bee elnle 6onenu. [ToaroMy npezioxkeHue mocnarh napy
YacoB Ka3aJI0Ch YPE3BBIUAIHO 3aMaHYHMBBIM.

Ho Kuppan uncimics nponasimmm. a emnie v HOBbIH BUJ (peiipy Ha nogxozae. MoHCTp, yHU-
YTOXKUBIIAN TauCTOYH, M KpOLIEYHbIE KOIIMAPHBIE MUKCH, MOPXAIOIIHE 10 PeaJbHOMY MUPY, XOTb U
BBITJISIIESTM COBEPIIEHHO TO-pa3HOMY, BCe ke MMENU OfIHY OOIIYIO YepTy: OHM NPUTATUBATIM U pac-
MPOCTPAHSUIA HEraTUBHbIE SMOIMHU, KyAa Obl HU nonagani. O4eBUIHO, OHU ObUTH KaK-TO CBSI3aHbI
Mesx1y COOOM, U 51 He X0Tel1, 4ToObl KuppaH CTONKHYJICS ¢ HUMU B OJUHOYKY.

COBHO MOYYBCTBOBAB MOM MbIC/IM, MeraH mocMoTpelsia Ha MeHsl, U B ee IJ1a3ax MeJIbKHYJIa
TeHb OECIIOKOWCTBA.

— Bo3MOxHO, OTIBIX U MpaBa Xxopolas uiesi, — Mpru3Hajia OHa ¥ IOBepHyJIach K JleaHaHm. —
Bce ycranu. § He X041y CIMIIKOM JIOTO 331epXKUBATHCS, HO MBI HE CMOXEM HUKOMY MOMOYb, €CJTH
OylieM U3MOTAHBl U HA HA YTO HE TOJHBI.

— NmenHo Tak, poporas. — JleaHaHIy XJIONHY/A B JIQIONIA, U B KOMHATe KaK M3-TIOf 3€MJIU
TOSIBUJICS] KPACHBIH KOJIMTAYOK. DTO ObLIT HU3KOPOCIIBIH, TPU3EMHUCTHIH KPEMbIII C 323yOpEHHBIMH aKy-
JIbUMH 3y0aMU U B IIEPCTSHOM IAOYKe, MPONUTAHHON KPOBBIO €ro kepTB. OKMHYB HAC YTPIOMBIM
B3IVISIIOM, OH COCPeOTOUYMII cBoe BHUMaHue Ha KoponeBe M3rnanubix. — OTBeIW HAIIMX rocTel B
MOKOM J1J1s1 0000 BaXKHBIX MIEPCOH, — MPUKa3ajia OHa eMy. — YOeIHCh, UTO y HUX eCTh BCe HEOOXOIH-
Moe. U, puciyXHHK, eciu s elnie pa3 yeisiiy, 4to KpoBassiii [I9H Teppopr3upyeT Ux MpocboamMmu 00
yCIIyrax, cJeaylolye HECKOJIbKO MeCSIIEB Bbl OyleTe OTpalBaTh 3yObl TOCIE TOTO, KaK s BHIAEPHY
UX U3 BalllMX PTOB U MPOJIaM Ha rOOIMHCKOM Oazape.

Kpachblit konmavyok ckpuBmiics. [ToBepHYBIIUCH K HAM, OH OTBECHJT KpaTKUi TIOKJIOH | TPO-
pblYaT 4yTh MEHEe YrPIOMbIM TOHOM, Y€M MOKHO ObLJIO OKUIATh OT MOJ0OHOTO CYIIeCTBa:

— Ilpoiy 3a MHOM, czienaiTe MUJIOCTb.

30



JI. KaraBa. «Kene3Hbiii Meu»

MBI nuM 3a HU3KOPOCIBIM (Pevipy 10 KOpUIOpaM C M3bICKaHHOI oTrenkoil. Hakonen, oH octa-
HOBWJICS y TIapbl APOYHBIX JIBEPE M C BOPUAHUEM IPUIJIACHII HAC BHYTPb, a CaM, HE OIJISAbIBAsICh,
yZAAJIUJICS, OCTaBUB HAC OJHUX.

— Tonbko aBe KOMHATHI 1151 rocTeid? — [Tak GpOCHIT NCTIOTHEHHBI COMHEHWIA B3IJISI/T HA IBEPH,
BOIPOCHUTEJIHHO ocMoTpest Ha Hukce u cnado yxmbuibHyscs. — Xwm. [onaraio, 310 03Ha4aeT, 4to Ham
MIPUJETCS pPa3MECTUThCS BMecTe. Ecii Thl He BO3pakaelb.

Tonoc 3abwITOM, KOr/Ia OHA OTBETHMIIA, IIPO3BYYaJ OYeHb CYXO:

— Hy, BpsJ Iu MHE CTOUT JI€IMTh KOMHATY C KOPOJIEBOM !

VnusutensHo, HO [lak konedancs. OH MOCMOTpeNT Ha MEHs, CIOBHO XOTeJ YTO-TO CKa3arh,
s 3aMEeTUJT OXBaTHUBILee ero OecrokoicTBo. [Torom ero B3rsaa nepemectuicsi Ha MeraH, U 4To-TO B
BBIPQXKEHUU €€ JIUIIA 3aCTABUJIO €T0 KUBHYTh U OTBEPHYThCS.

— Bot u xoporo, — o0bsiBUI OH, cieays 3a Hukc B rocreBble nokou. — [Ipemynpexnaio: eciu
OyJielib XpareTh, s 3a ceds He OTBevalo.

TyT y Hac noJ Horamu paszajaoch MPE3pUTEIbHOE COIIEHNE.

— Iocmyman 6s1 ThI cebs1, [LmyT, — oOparuiics ' pUMaKiH K 3aKpbIBIICHCS IBEPH U, TIOKAYaB
rOJIOBOM, OECIIyMHO 3ariaraj Mmpoysb, AepXka XBOCT TpyOoil. — BepHych, Korja mpuaeT Bpems yxo-
IUTh, — OPOCHJT OH, HE OIIsibIBAsCh. — He sk auTe MeHs.

3aBepHyB 3a YroJi, KOT ucues.

1 Boiies1 BO BTOpPYI0 KOMHATy BMecTe ¢ MeraH, 3aKpbUl ABEpb U IUIOTHO 3ariep ee; BO3MOKHO,
3TO Oecrone3Hasi MPefoCTOPOKHOCTh B OCOOHSIKE, MTOJTHOM Pa3HOro cOpojia, M3THAHHUKOB U OTBEp-
JKEHHBIX, HO 5 TIOCTYIIJI TaK 10 MpuBbIYKe. CriaTh s He cOOMpasIcs, Mo3TOMY 000 (helpu, TOmbI-
TaBIIMICS MPOOPaThCs K HaM Oe3 MpeaynpeskAeHns], OKaXeTcsi C MeuoM y ropia. Eciu moseser.

CnirHO¥ TOYyBCTBOBAB B3IIs1T MeraH, st 00epHYJICS ¥ YBUIEJ, YTO OHA C OECTIOKOMCTBOM CMOT-
PUT Ha MEH$I CBOMMHU TOTyObIMU TJ1a3aMHu.

— Yt0 npoun3zomnuio, mi? — TUXO COpocuiia OHa. — Thl HUKOI/IAa paHbllie He yrpoxa JleaHaHIu.
It0 Ha TeOs He Mmoxoxe. MbI JKe 3HAJIM, YTO MPUETCS TOProBaThCs ¢ Hel 32 MH(OPMAITHIO.

— UYro OBl CITyYHIIOCh, €ci Obl MBI MONBITAIMCH 00pa3syMuTh Tutanuio? — cnpocuin s. — OHa
HUKOI/Ia He OTMEHUT M3rHaHusi Temuorr My3bl, a eie ¥ oTpedyeT yero-HuoOyab HEBO3ZMOXKHOTO,
TAaKOTO, YTO Thl HE CMOKEIIb € AaTh. TOoraa Mbl OKa3aIuch Obl B ellle Xy/IIIIeH CUTYaIllH, YeM cefuac.

BHyTpH MeHs BCKOJBIXHYJICS THEB — 3T0 OyrieBasl HeOmaroi mpuHIL, pa3apakeHHbIA TeM, YTO
sl He BBITIOJTHUJ Yrpo3y YHUUTOXUTh KoponeBy M3rHaHHBIX U Bee ee BiaaeHus. S1 HuKoraa rpexnie
HE CpaskaJICsl C KOPOJIEBOM M OTYACTH KaJlell, YTO He caesiall 3Toro cerogHsa. CTouo nogjaBUTh CBOIO
BHYTPEHHIOIO CYIITHOCTb, KaK jKaJa KPOBU HEMHOTO MOYTHXJIA.

— 3Haio, 4TO OBUTM W Ipyrve BapUaHThl, — MPOJOJIKII 51, BUJs, Kak MeraH HaxMypuiach. —
Ho takoBo Obuto Moe perienre. Coxanero, ecii neperty’1 Hajaky. XOTs MHOTAA MHE KaXeTcsl, YTo
Jleananmm mpuaMMaeT Hac 3a Jiozel. C O6eponomM wir M0 oHa He cTasia Obl Jae TBITaThCs UTPaTh
B TIOIOOHBIC UTPHI.

— HagepHoe, TbI ipaB, — nporoBopmiia Meran, nmomzxas ryobl. — Kcratu, oHa 1 cioBoM He 00MOJI-
BUJIaCh, UTO y Hee HeT HUKAKOW MoMTMHHON wH(popmaimu. OHa M3HAYAIBHO MPOCTO cOOMpaiach
oTIpaBuTh Hac K Mtany u Kensu.

— BepHo, g TOXE 3TO 3aMETHJI.

— Hapetoch, onun Bugenu Kuppana, — B3goxaysna Meran. — He xody BTsruBath OpaTta u ero
KEHY B OUEPE/IHYIO 3aBapYILKY C (peiipH, HO. .. Yy MEHS MOCTOSIHHO BO3HUKAIOT YKacHble MbIC/IU. YTo,
ecan?.. — Y Hee nepexBaTWIO JpIXaHKe, U OHa MPHUKpbUIa I1a3za. — UTo, eciy 3T0 HOBOE YyJOBUILE
CHOBA CJieJlaeT U3 Halero cbiHa besmymnHoro? — mporenTtana oHa. — OHO CyMesio 3MEeHUTh 3a0bi-
THIX U Jaxe npeBparuio [laka B mpexnero 31m06Horo [Inytumky Poouna. Eciiu MoHCTp mpoOyaut
TeHeBy1o ctopoHy Kuppana... — OHa copporHysiach BCEM TeJIOM U MoKavajia rojIoBOM. — I1iI, BAPYT
HaM MpUAETCs cpaxarbesi ¢ HUM? Bapyr oH onsiTh coBepinT 4To-TO HeripoctutensHoe? S He. .. Enpa
JIM 51 CMOT'Y TIPOMTU Yepe3 3TO BO BTOPOM pa3s.
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VY MeHs nepexBaTuio JIpIxaHue. Sl 3Hail, 0 YeM OHa JlyMaeT: O TOM Y:KacHOW HouM, korga Kup-
paH mpenan Bcex, youB Mrana m yHuutoxuB 3aBecy. Toraa, HakoHell, cObLIOCH IPOpoYecTBO. B
CBOEM CTpeMJIeHMH K BiacTH ['ocrioxka oOHapyXuiia, 4yTo eCThb Coco0 pa3pyluTh 3aBecy U Mo3-
BOJIUTb CMEPTHBIM YBUJETh (peipy, — AJIs1 ITOrO HYKHO IIPUHECTU B KEPTBY UEJIOBEKA, UMEIOLLETO
KPOBHBbIE CBSI3U CO BCEMHU TpeMs JBopaMu (eiipu: JletHum, 3uMHuM u JKene3HbM. YUuThiBas poa-
ctBo Utana Yeitza ¢ Meran, KuppaHoMm u MHOM, OH ObLT €JMHCTBEHHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIH MO~
XOIWJI TIOJ1 3TU Kputepuu. Torma oH 61 Omkaiiimmm qpyrom KuppaHna, HO 3To He oMeIiaso cyasoe
pasbirpath CBOM KapThl B TY HOUb. B MecTe cuJibl, B OKpy)keHHH 3a0bIThIX, oAcTpekaembiid ['ocro-
xoit, Kuppan xy1aIHOKpoBHO 3ape3ast Opara Merad v OCTaBUJI €r0 YMHUPATh.

K cuacTtblo, xkpebuii BBIIIA He COBCEM Tak, Kak 3aaymaia ['ocrioxa. Kakum-to odpazom Utan
BO3pOAWICS Onaroiapsi TAMHCTBEHHOM Maruu, KOTOpasi 03aJayrBaeT MEHs M MO Cei JIeHb. XOTs
3aBeca B caMOM JieJie 11aj1a Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, BbI3BAB Xa0C U MTAHUKY B MUPE CMEPTHBIX, OHA BOC-
CTAHOBMWJIACh, NMOCKOJIbKY MTan Yei3 ynpsamo oTkazascs octaBatbcsi MepTBbIM. Ho mpenatenscTBo,
TOT MOMEHT, Korjna KuppaH npuHsi perieHre yOuTh JIydIIero Apyra, MOCIYKHJIO KaTaau3aTopoM
TOCJIE/1yIOIIE BOMHBI,  HAIll ChIH NPEBPATUJICS BO Bpara.

Meran cogpornynack. S npuTsHy ee K cede ¥ KpenKko OOHSI, YyBCTBYSI €€ HEpOBHOE JIbIXaHHUE,
KOTJa OHa TbITaJIach TOOOPOTH CBOU cTpaxu. [IprkaBimch rydamMu K ee MakylIlke, s 3aKpbUI 1J1a3a,
xkenast 3a0path cebe OpeMs, KoTopoe oHa Hecna. OHa ocTaBaach KOpoJieBoi (beiipu, HaaeaeHHOM
OrPOMHOM CHJIOM, HO TaKXke U YeJI0BEYECKON MaTephio, MUP KOTOPOU pa3pylIMICs U3-3a MpeaaTesib-
crBa Kuppana. Bo Bpemst BoiiHBI ¢ 3a0bITHIMU OHA ObLJIa BBIHYK/IEHA CKPBIBATh CBOE TOpE U JyIIeB-
HyI0 00Jb, UMesl [eJIO C IPYTMMH JIBOPAMHU M Jjake ¢ COOCTBEHHBIMU TOJIAHHBIMH, HO B MUHYTHI
3aTHILbS, KOTJA Mbl C HEM OCTABAIMCh HaeUHE, €€ 3allUTHbIE CTEHbl PYILWINCh, U OHA pbliaia y
MEH$ Ha Ipy/u.

— Mul HaiiieM ero, — 3aBepuil 1. — KuppaH CUJIEH M IIBITa€TCS UCIIPaBUTh TO, YTO HATBOPHII
B MPOILIOM. MBI JOJKHBI HAAEATHCS, YTO OH OCTaHEeTCsl BepeH cede. A eci CHOBa OTBEPHETCS OT
HAaC... HaM MPOCTO MpPUAETCS BEPHYTh €ro Ha IMyTh UCTHHHBINA. [1ak goka3zai, 4to ecTb crnocod mode-
JUTh BIvsiHuEe MOHCTpa.

MeraH cTHCHY/1a MEHSI B OOBATHSX.

— Tel He Tepsin Hagexapl, Jaxe Koraa KuppaH ka3ajics MOJHOCTBIO IOTEPSHHBIM AJIs Hac, —
3aJyMUYMBO MPOroBopmiia oHa. — Thl Bcerga BEpuJI, 4To €ro MOkHO cacTi. — OHa HEHa0JIro 3aMOJI-
yaJsia. — A elie Tl HUKOT/Ia HE TIO3BOJISUI MHE YCOMHUTBCS B 9TOM.

— Tet u Kuppan, — THXO cKazai s, — camoe BaKHO€, UTO €CTh y MEeHs B U3HU. Panu Baiei
3aLIUTHI 51 TOTOB HA BCE.

B ToMm uncne Ha yHUUTOKEHHE JTOOBIX yrpo3, Oyab To MoHcTp, nemon uin Koponesa M3runan-
HbIX. HEBa’kHO, KTO OHM M HACKOJILKO MOTYIIIECTBEHHBI; €CJIM OHU MOABEPTHYT MOIO CEMBIO OIACHO-
CTH, IyCTb HE 5KAYT MUJIOCEPIUSI.

OTcTynuB Ha 11ar, s KUBKOM yKa3aJl Ha CTOSIIIYIO y AajbHEel CTeHbl OOJBIIYI0 KpOBaTh ¢ Oaj-
JAXUHOM:

— [Mouemy ObI TeOe HE MOMBITATHLCS HEMHOTO OTAOXHYTh? — MPEAJIOKUT 1. — Mbl Oeraem 0e3
OCTaHOBKM C Tex Iop, Kak nokuHym Mar Tyupen. Kro 3Haer, korga B crienyomuil pa3 y Hac
MOSIBUTCS] BO3MOXXHOCTb [IEPEBECTHU J1yX.

— A h1? — Ee r1a3za cMoTpesu Ha MeHsI ¢ 0eClOKOMCTBOM. — Yy/10BHIIIe HAHECIO TeOe HECKOJIBKO
ykacHbIX yaapoB. EfBa 1 paHsl HOJHOCTBIO 3aKWIIH.

— Her, — yecTHO oTBeTMI 51 M Mokan riedamu. — Ho oHu He cmepresnbHble. B modom ciydae
S1 IO-TIPEKHEMY MOTY CPaaTbCsl.

Pyka Meran ckonb3Hy/a 1O MOEH Ipyau, Kak OyATO MOIJIA TOYYBCTBOBATH CKPBITHIE IO
PyOAIKON CUHSIKY, U 5 33/1pOKaJ OT MPUKOCHOBEHMSI HEXKHBIX MAJIbIIEB.

— V JleaHaHiu ecThb LIEJIUTENN, — CKa3ajla OHa.
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— Koropsie, ckopee Bcero, noTpeGoBasm Obl IJIaTy 3a YCIYyTH, — TYT ke oTo3Bavics s1. [Toiimas ee
JIaJJOHb, OCTOPOKHO ckan ee. — Co MHOMU Bce xopoiio, Merad. He xouy ObITh JOMmKHBIM JleaHaHIm,
ocoOeHHo ceftuac. Kak v He Xxouy cTaBUTh O] Yyrpo3y J1o0o# maHc HaiTti Kuppana.

B3oxHyB, OHa Harpaania MeHs cjierka pa3IpakeHHBIM B3TJISIOM.

— Xopor1o, HUKakux tenureneid. Ho Toabko mpyr OMHOM YCIOBUU: Thl IOCEIyeIIb COOCTBEH-
HOMY COBETY U OT/IOXHEIIIb, IOKa €CTh BO3MOXHOCTh. MBI 371eCh B IOCTaTOUHOM Ge3onacHocTy — Kpo-
BaBblii [I9H He mpobepeTcsi B KOMHATY, YTOOBI BHIPE3aTh HAM MEUYeHb, TOKA MbI CIIMM.

— C Hero craHeTcsl, — MpoOOPMOTAT 1.

Kposagslii [I9H, npensoauTesb OaHabl paboTaBIIMX Ha JleaHaHIM KPACHBIX KOJIMAYKOB, ObLT
XUTPBIM, KECTOKUM M YAWBUTEIBHO aMOUIIMO3HBIM ISl CBOETO BHIA. XOTh OH U Oosiicss Koponesbl
W3rHaHHbIX, 9TO HE Mo eMy MBITaThCs BOCHOJIB30BAThCS MPEUMYITIECTBAMH, €CIU TyMaJl, YTO
CyMeeT BBIITU CyXUM M3 BOJIBI.

MeraH rokayvaJa roJoBOi, HO B3siIa MEHsI 32 PyKy U MoTaluia 3a coOoi yepe3 BCI0 KOMHATY.

— Torpa yBaxp MO0 MpockOy, — BeJiea OHa, IPAIMO3HO OIYCKasich Ha KpoBaThb. — JIAr 1 1o
KpaifHeil Mepe IPUTBOPUCH, YTO OTIbIXaelllb. 5 3HaI0, YTO Thl HE CMOXEIIb 3aCHYTh, HO XOTh COCTaBb
MHE KOMITaHUIO Ha HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl. MIHaye sI CIIUIIIKOM YBSI3HY B CBOMX MBICIISIX.

1 3abpasicst Ha MaTpac BMeCTe C Hell M CeJl CIMHOM K M3TOJIOBBIO, JIMIIOM K J1Bepu. MeraH Ipu-
’Kaach KO MHE M 3aKpblja IJ1a3a, a s CIyIIall ee JbIXaHue, TOKa OHa paccaadmsiiach.

— 4 6otock, D11, — npolenTaia oHa B TUIMHE. Ee rosoc ObuT e1Ba CIIbIIIEH B IyCTOM KOMHATE. —
Bcs ata cutyarms ¢ KuppanoM, ¢ 3a0bITBIME, ¢ HOBBIM MOHCTPOM. .. s1 9yBCTBYIO UTO-TO JIPyroe€.
Tam uto-TO ectb. To, uTO 51 0OHApy)MIIa Moj KopHsiMu Marepu-/IpeBa. .. — OHa 3aaposkaia u TecHee
MpyKasach Ko MHe. — Jlake He MOy OOBSICHUTb, HACKOJIBKO OTPOMHBIM OHO ObL10. [TouTH Kak BcTpeva
co crstium 6orom. OH odeHb apeBHUi. [IpeBHee nBopoB. Bo3moxkHo, crapiie camoit Heosuti. Y o
BOT-BOT IPOCHETCHI.

Teneppr Meran Ouia KpymnHasi 1poxb. [IoqBUHYBIIMCH HA KPOBAaTH, s1 OOHST €e U MpUXKai K
cebe, HO OHA ymnepiach pykod MHe B rpyab. Ee crpax BOpYr caenascsi OUIyTUMBIM, M3-3a 4ero s
MOYYBCTBOBAJI MPWIMB aJIPEHAJIMHA, SMOIMKA OOOCTPIIIUCh. $1 XOTen 3alUTUTh €€ OT BCeX Yrpos,
YHUUTOXHUTB CTPaX TaK OCHOBATEIBLHO, YTOOBI JaXe ero TeHb He CMOIJIa BHOBb MOJ00paThest K MeraH,
HO CpaskaThCsi MHE Ha ceil pa3 ObLJIO HE C KEM.

[Moatomy s mpocTo raaua Meras 1o BojIocam, JIbIa MEeJICHHO U POBHO B ITOTIBITKE OOJIErYUTh
ee OECMOKOMCTBO WM B3SITh €ro Ha ceosl.

— MBblI 1 paHbllle CTAIKMBAJIUCH C yrpo3amu ajsl Pelipuienaa, — TMxo HanoMHua 5 ei. — Ciy-
YaJich BOWHBI, TTOIBEPraloliye OrMacHOCTH Bcio HeObutb. A MpopoYecTB CKOMBKO BHICTYIIAMA? Mbl
cpaxamuch ¢ JKenesnbiM Koposnem, Mammno#, ['ocrioxoit, 3a0bITeiMU, Jake ¢ camuM KuppaHowm.
Ho BomieOHas cTpaHa CyIecTByeT U TIOHbIHE — U MBI TOKE.

— 3Hato, — nporentana Merad. — Bo3MOXHO, 51 M3JHMIIIHE IpaMaTU3UPYI0, OHAKO Ha ceil pa3
MHE KaKeTCsl, UTO TpseT HeKoe BeJKoe coObiTre, D1l Cymepku. Thma, KOTopasi OIyCTHTCS Ha BECh
MUp. 3aKar KUBBIX CYIIECTB.

Cymepku.

Bo MHe nocenmiiach X010qHast PeMOCTb.

— UYem Obl HU ObLJTa 3Ta yrpo3a, — cKasai s, — 4To Obl OHA HU yrotoBwia HeObum, Mbl Oynem
O0opoThecs ¢ HeH, Kak jenamu Bceraa. Tel, s, [y, ['pumaikuH u Bce Hamy cow3HUKH. Ecaum 310
JercTBUTENbHO KoHell delipuieHia, Mbl BCTPETUM €ro BMECTE.

XoTs 51 He coOUpasIcs ITOro AOMmycKarh. HeBakHO, ¢ YeM MHEe MpPUIILIOCh Obl CpakaThCs, s
ObLJT TOTOB JI0 TIOCJIEJHEN KaIuli KPOBH 3aIlIMINATh CBOU JIOM, CEMBIO U CBOIO KOpPOJeBy. S ObLI TOTOB
YHUUTOXUTD JIIOOYIO YTpo3y, U €CJI JJIsl 3TOrO MPUAETCS OCTABUTH TOCTe ceOsl TOpbl TPYIOB, TaK
Tomy U ObITh. 51 Obu1 HeOmarum npuniem. A eme ceiHom Ma0, koposessl 3umHero [Isopa. Hecmotpst
Ha TO YTO TeNepb y MEHsI UMeJIach AyIlia, MeHsI BCE PABHO MOIJIA HACTUTHYTh CMEPTb.
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Meran Huvero He oTBeTHIIA. Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT €€ AbIXaHUE CTaj0 ME/JIEHHBIM U POB-
HBIM, U OHA MOTPY3UJIach B COH.

B BouapuBIneiics: THIIMHE TOIHSIA TOJIOBY Mosi HeOarasi cyliiHOCTb, ¥ MBICJIM CTaJIHA 3JI0BE-
IIMMH, JaKe KECTOKMMHU. MeraH craja, ee IbIXxaHhe 3aBUBAJIOCh KOJIEYKaMU B BO3yXe, U MHEW Me/I-
JIEHHO pacIipOCTPaHsUICA M0 CTEHaM M TOTOJIKY, [OKa Mbl HE OKa3aJMCh OKPYKEHbI CBEPKAIOIIUM
JIBJIOM.

— Oreuw.

51 oGepHyIcs. Jlexaruii Ha 3emJie TOJICTBIH CJIOM CHera 3ariyInan maru. Bee Bokpyr ObL10 3atsi-
HYTO O€JI0i1 TIeJIeHOI; XJIOITbsI MaJaJTi ¢ HeOa Tak TyCTO, YTO BUIUMOCTh COKPATHIIACH IO HECKOJIBKUX
dyToB. Obnagaresns roioca s He pazauyal, HO 3HAJ, YTO OH 3]€Ch.

— I'ne o1, Kuppan?

VY MeHs B ymiax myJbcupoBaia TuinmHa. CHeromnaj ociad, ¥ HAPOTUB MEHs, MaTeprasn30-
BaBIIINMCh U3 HUOTKY/A, TIOSABUJICS MOU ChiH. Ha Hem ObLT OeJIblif T1aIll, CBET/IbIe BOJIOCH! M CTAJTbHOM
Meu CIIMBAIUCH C OKpyx)eHrueM. CKBO3b OITYCKAIOIIUIACS CHET €ro JIbAUCTbIE royoble I71a3a CMOTPESH
Ha MeHsI 0e30 BCSKOTO BBIPaKEHHUS.

Bnpyr Kuppan yneiOHysCs, 1y MEHsI BHYTPH BCe MOXOIOAENO. S BUIET 3Ty YJIbIOKY, KOraa
OH cTosu1 psagoM ¢ ['ocrokoil BO BpeMsi TIOC/ieJHEH BOMHBI; TO ObUIa XOJIOQHAsI, 31100HAsT YXMBUIKA
yOuiitpl. BTssHyB HOCOM MOPO3HBII BO3/YX, 51 OIIYTHJI TPONUTABIINE €ro MeAHBIH 3arnax Kposu. CHer
BOKPYT Hac BAPYT OKpacuics B Oarposbiil 1iBeT. OmycTuB B3MIIsA, 51 yBuaen [laka, cMoTpsiero Ha
MEHsI CHI3Y BBEpX IIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU HEBUISAIIMMU 3eJIeHbIMU I71a3amMu. Ero pyoOarika Ha rpyau
HACKBO3b IMPONHTAIACH KPOBBIO.

— Cnuikom nosaHo. — B ronoce Kuppana 3Bydyasiv OTroJIOCKH keCTOKOro cmexa. $1 mogHsin
Ha HEro I71a3a, ¥ OH BO3JeJI UCTIauKaHHble KPAaCHBIM pyKd. OH BeCh UCTAUKAJICsA B KPOBH, OpbI3TH
KOTOPOH BUIHENUCh HA JIMIE U Bojiocax. — Tebe He ygacTcs MeHs CracTv, — JOOABMII MOU ChIH U
OecIIyMHO JBHMHYIJICS BIIEpE, NepelariuBasi yepe3 TpyIsl U 3amep3inue Tena. Ero Bucsmmii Ha 60Ky
Meu CBepKaJl OarpsiHbIM cBeToM. — OqHaXIbI THI yXkKe MmoTepren Heyaady. Tel He cymern 3allluTUTh
MeHs1 OT ['ocroxu, u Tenepb s COOMPAIOCh YHUUTOXUTh BCE, YTO Mbl 002 JIOOMM, TIOTOMY YTO ThI
chesnai MeHs TeM, KTo 51 ecTb. HeOnaroe yygoBuiie, Takoe ke, Kak Thl CaM.

Bokpyr Hac B3BUXPWIICS CHET, ¥ YTO-TO 3alleBeWIOCh B TeHH No3aau Kuppana. ['onosa, nox-
HUMAIOIIAsCs Ha HEBO3MOXKHYIO BBICOTY, YBEHUAHHBI pOramMH 4Yeperl, IJIa3HUIbI, CBETAIIMECS BO
Mpake MyCcThIM Oe3AyIIHBIM OeibiM cBeToM. OH OeccTpacTHO HAOMIO/IAN 32 TIPOUCXOASAIINAM, U 5 YBU-
T U3BUBAIOIIMECs] BOKPYT TOHKHE, €[jBa pa3lMuuMble TeHEeBble HIyMajblia. B3risHyB Ha ChiHa, s
MOPA3UJICS €0 CXOACTBY C MAPUOHETKOM, KOTOPOW MOCPEJCTBOM HUTEW ThMBI yIIpaBisii MOHCTP.

[Ipuast B sspocTh, 51 BHIXBATHI Med, U Kuppan Opocuiicsi Ha MeHsi, OOpyIIMB KIMHOK MHE Ha
roJioBy. 51 oTOWII ero, ¥ 3BOH MeTaJlla O METaJUl 9XOM Pa3HeCCsl B HOUM, OTPakasiCh OT IEPEBbEB.

— Kuppan. — 51 monstusics, a MO ChIH CTaJl HACTYTIATh, OCKAJIUB 3yObl B YPOIJIMBOMN YXMBLIKE. —
[Mpekpary, — ckazan s, HIOQHUMAs MeY, YTOObI OTPAa3UTh OYepeqHOM ynap. — Thl HEe XOYelIb 3TOro.

— HeBepHo. — Kuppat 3100HO MOJIOCHYI MeHSI IO JIILY, U 1 OTTIPSIHYJI, YTOOBI U30ekKaTh yaapa,
KOTOPBIN pacKpomy1 Obl MHe ueper. — 5 Bcerga ObLT TaKUM, — Mpopsvai oH. — [lotomy uTo u 'y Tebs
BHYTPH Ta e ThMa. Thl UCTIOKOH BEeKOB O0opoJics co cBoelt HeOmnaroii mpuponoit. [Touemy Th qymaenib,
YTO BO MHE HET TOM ke *ax/bl KpoBu? Benp s — 3710 ThI!

Kpyska BOKpyT CbIHa, 51 yKJIOHHJICS OT OUepeIHOro Bbinaja. Ha MruoBeHwme ero crimHa okasasach
HE3alUIIEHHOM, HO sI He BOCMOJIL30BAJICS 3TUM. KuppaHn KpyTaHysics, cBepKas rjiazaMu. XmMypoe
BBIPQXXEHHUE JIMIIA TIOKA3aJI0: OH 3HAET, UTO 51 CPAKaloCh C HUM He B TOJHYIO CHITY.

34



JI. KaraBa. «Kene3Hbiii Meu»

— TeGe MeHs He criacTH, — MOBTOPWII OH. — M HUKOoTO fpyroro Toxe. Hagpuratotes Cymepku, u
Kak ObI THI HU OOPOJICS, HUYTO HE CMOKET IPEIOTBPATUTD UX IIPUXO/I. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, THI TOTEPSIEIIb
BCEX.

Kuppan B 6emeHcTBe Opocuiicsi Ha MeHsl, M, B OYEPEIHON pa3 OTpPa3uB aTaky, s BOTHAI Med
eMy B I'py/b, IPOH3UB HACKBO3b, TAK YTO KOHUMK IMOKA3aJICS M3 CIUHBL. MOW CBHIH JIepHYJICS, TIPH-
JKaJicsl KO MHe, ero Koxka MOCHHeNa U TIOKPbLIACh JIbAOM. Sl BHIIEpHYJI KJIMHOK, M 3aCTHIBIIAS CTATYS
paznerenach BApeOe3rH, OCHIAsCh Ha 3eMITIO C ITOYTH HEKHBIM 3BOHOM, a Most HeOarasi cyThb 3aBbljia
OT JINKOBAHUS.
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I'masa 5
IHociaHHUK

S1 B3IpOTHYI U, TPOCHYBIIMCH, TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK T'YJIKO KOJOTUTCS O pedpa cepate. Korna s
OTKPBUT TJIa3a, MeHsI MPUBETCTBOBAJIA HE3HAKOMasi KOMHATa — rocTeBble Mokou JleaHaHim. XoTh 1
He coOMpaJics criaTh, BUAMMO, BCE-TaKH 3ajipeMalt. MebKHyIIa 1ocaaa Ha camoro cebst. He xoten Obl
sl OKa3aThCsl 3aCTUTHYTHIM BPACIUIOX, eciii Obl KpoBaBoMy [IoHY ¢ ero cBuperioi 0aH 01 B3IyMaioch
ciofia mpoOpaThes.

Jlexamas psagom MeraH 3aieBenniachk 1 COHHO 3aMopraJa.

— Bm? — mpobopmoTana ona. — Tl B iopsijike?

S1 kuBHYII, 3aroHssI Kommap ¢ 6e3ayimHbsM KruppanoM B gainbpHUl yroyok cosHanus. Ero ciosa
Y BBIpaKeHHE JIMIA XOJOIUIN KPOBb, OJHAKO sI HE TePSUT HaZEXk Ibl.

— Jla, BCce XOpOIIIO, — HETPOMKO 3aBepu 5.

Ee pyka ckosb3HyIa BBEpX 10 MOEH I'py/Id, OCTaBIIssA JOPOKKY U3 MypaIliek.

— TBoe cepptie ObeTCs OYSHb CHITBHO.

— IIpocto coH, — mpodopmoTarn 1. — [Ipoctu, 4To pa3OyauI.

— Kommap?

— Hwuuero crpariHoro, — yCrioKOWI sl ee ¥ UYMOKHYJI B MakyIky. — JIo paccera eie OKoJo
yaca. Criu.

Meran ¢bipkHya.

— Wb, packomaHgoBasIcs, — YKOpUJIa OHA, OKOPHO CMEXHB BeKU. Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT
ee JpIXaHue 3aMeJTUIOCh U CIeIaIOCh POBHBIM.

51 nexxan 6e3 cHa, B ouepe/IHOM pa3 MPOKPYyUrBas B royioBe BujaeHue ¢ Kuppanom u MoHcTpowm,
Y HE MOT He Ta/IaTh, CMOTY JI IEHCTBUTEIHO YOUTh COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA, YTOOBI CITACTH OCTAJIBHBIX,
€CJIY JIO 3TOTrO AOoAeT?

Brpyr B 1Bepb moctyvaiu: To OblIa ceprsi YBEPEHHBIX yIapOB, CIEIYIONUX OJVUH 3a JAPYTUM.
JleficTBysl Kak MOKHO ObICTpee, HO Tak, YTOObI He TIOTPEBOXHThL MeraH, s COCKOJIB3HYJ C MaTrpaca
U TYT K€ HaIllynaJl pyKOsITKY Meda. MeraH Toxe BCKOYMJIa, MTHOBEHHO MPOCHYBIIUCH, BOKPYT Hee
3arpeniaiym cuia u Marvs. Mbl o0a yCTaBUIMCh Ha IBEPb, HO OHA HE pacraxHy/1ach ¥ B KOMHATY He
BOPBAJIUCH KpacHble Kojmayku. ITociie HeCKONMbKMX MIHOBEHUE THIIMHBI CTYK MOBTOpMIics. OOMe-
HSBIIKCH B3IVISAI0M ¢ MeraH, si IpoIiies yepe3 KOMHATy OTKPbIBaTh.

Ha nopore B camoM Jiesie 0OHapy>KHJICSI KpacHbII KOJMAYOK, YTPIOMbIIA U XMYPbIi, B TPOMUTAH-
HOH KPOBBIO IIAIKE U C PO30BBIM TJICTYKOM-0a00ukoi 1o mogdopoakoM. OH ObUT HEMHOTO KpyTI-
Hee TOro, KOTOPOro Mbl BCTPETHIIM PaHbIIE, U MOT TIOXBACTAThCS OJIECTAIIMMU KEJITHIMU IIa3aMH U
3a3yOpEHHBIMU KJIBIKAMU, TOPYAIIIMMHI U3 HUKHEH YeJTIOCTH, CJIOBHO BO PTY IOJTHO OMTOTO cTekia. B
€ro IIMIIKOBATOM, IMOJParuBaloIieM OT OTBPAIeHUsT HOCY TOPYal KOCTSHON PBIOOJIOBHBIN KPIOYOK.

— IIpocTtute 3a 6eCOKOICTBO, BaIllU BEJIMYECTBA, — C phlUaHreM oOpaTuiics K Ham KpoBaBbiii
JIoH (100 3TO OBLT OH), KPHBS TYOBI, KaKk OyATO COXaJiesll O KaxkJOM clioBe. — JIeaHaHIII TTPOCHT
Bac 00OMX HEMEJICHHO SIBUThCS B 3aJl 3aceqanuid. Ckasasa, 4To 3TO YPe3BbIUANHO BaKHO U YTO BbI
JOJDKHBI TIPUATH KaK MOXHO CKOpee. AX 1a, — OH Tovecall KpbUIo CBoero Oyrpuctoro Hoca, — [TnyTa
¢ 3a0bITON HE KIUTE — OHU YXe ¢ JleaHaHTIIH.

— Ilepenaii cBOeil rocnoxe, 4To Mbl CKOpo OyaeM, — oTBeTu 51, 1 KpoBasbiii [IoH oTBepHYyIIcH,
HUKaK He OTpearupoBaB HA MOM CJIOBa.

Bo MHe BCKOJIBIXHYJICS THEB, W, IVISI/ISI HA €0 CCYTY/IMBIIYIOCS HE3AIMIIEHHYIO CIIMHY, S Ha
MUT 9yTh OBLIO He TOAJAJICS UCKYIIIEHUIO METHYTh JIJISTHOW KUHKAJI eMy MeX Ty Jionatok. Mckimoun-
TEJILHO B KAUeCTBE HATIOMUHAHUSL: HEeJIb3s1 Oe3HAKa3aHHO OTBOPAYMBATHLCS OT HEKOTOPHIX (heripu, 0COo-
6enHo ot npaButeneit JKenesnoro J[IBopa. Ty MeraH cOCKo/Ib3HYIIa ¢ Marpaca U TMojoluia Ko MHe,

" APOCTHBIE MBICJIM O HETIOUYTUTEJIbHBIX KPACHBIX KOJIIMMAYKax MUI'OM YJICTYUYHUJIUCh U3 MOEH T'OJIOBBI.
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— BoicTpo Ha 3TOT pa3, — ¢ Haxexaoi nporopopuia Merad. — B nipomiom Jleananim Beeraa
MpUXOJMJIa HaM Ha oMollb. MOXeT, OHa yKe y3Hajla YTO-TO O MeCTOHaxoxaeHun Kuppana.

— Byaem Ha 3T0 HazesThCs, — OTO3BAICS s, IPOTATUBasi el pyky. [lepeq MOUM MBICIEHHBIM
B30POM CHOBA BO3HMKJIM HAaBSI3UMBbIE 00pa3bl M3 CHA, HO 51 oTorHaul ux. He nospoimo, yto0s1 Kuppana
v MeraH MOCTUIIIA CTpalliHas y9acTh. — BApyr oHa cOOOIIUT HAM XOPOIIIEe HOBOCTH.

%k %k %k

— Bor u B! — 00bsiBuI [1ak, Korga MbI IOAOIUTH K IBOMHBIM JBEPsIM 3aJia 3aceianvii. CHavasa
MHE [10Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH TaM OIVH, HO, IPUCMOTPEBIINCH, 51 yBHUeT HUKC, MPUCTIOHUBIIYIOCS K CTEHE
PAIOM C KOJIOHHOM 1 Ba3oi. OHa He JBUraiach, IIO3TOMY Pa3mIsSiIETh ee ObUIO HEMPOCTO. — YIaIoCh
rocnark, pedsita? JIoykeH 3aMeTHTh, S BaM HEMHOTO 3aBUYI0. [1orpoOyiiTe MOXUTh B OHOW KOM-
Hare ¢ (peiipu-youiineit, KoTopasi K TOMY ke OOIPCTBYET MO HOYAM.

[TozabarneHHas ero 3asBieHrueM, HUKC M30THYIa TOHKYIO cepeOpUCTYIO OpPOBb.

— IIpocty, [Ty, HO y MEHSI CIIOKUIIOCH BIIEYATIEHHE, YTO CIIATh Thl COOMPAJICS B TIOCIIETHION
odepe[pb.

[Tak HAPOUMTO TPOMKO TIPOUUCTHI TOPIIO.

— Tak nnm vHaue, JleaHaHIM KAET HAC, — CKA3aJl OH, yKa3aB OOJIBIIMM MAJIbIIEM B CTOPOHY
nBepei 3aya 3aceqanuil. — ECTh Kakue-HUOYIb JOTaJKU O TOM, U3-32 KaKOW TaKOW BaXXHOW HOBOCTU
el MPUILLIIOCh. .. 3-3-3. . BHITACKMBATh HAC U3 MOCTEJIM B CTOJIb PAaHHUI Yac?

— [Nouemy ObI He BOITH U HE y3HATh, TOpOrue Mou? — pasaajcs rojoc Jleananmm. [IBepu pe3ko
pacnaxHyJIuCh, sIBUB CTOSAIIYIO Ha Topore BeICOKyIo (urypy Koponess M3rnanabix. — Bmecto Toro
YTOOBI TONTATHCS B KOPUIOPE ¥ CIUIETHUYATH, TOYHO THOMBI?

— Tet Hanta Kuppana? — cnipocuna Meras, efBa nepecTynuB Mopor 3aJia 3aceJaHui.

JleaHaHIIIN peIIMTENIBHO 3aKPhljia 32 HAMU ABEPHU U 3aliepiia X Ha 3acoB. 1 0OpaTii1 BHUMaHue,
YTO B LIEHTPE JJMHHOIO CTOJa BocceqaeT [ piMaikuH, TIIOTHO OOBUBINMI Jarbl XBocToM. Kot 6po-
CUJT Ha HAC HETEPIIeJTMBbIN B3IJIS], CJIOBHO MbI HA HECKOJIBKO YaCOB ONO3/IaJIM Ha 3aIUIaHM POBAHHYIO
BCTpeYy, a He ObUTH BBITAIIEHBI U3 CBOMX KOMHAT TOCPE/Id HOYH.

Jleananmm rokayvasa rojgoBOu:

— Her, noporas, Ho ngymaio, TeGe OyaeT MHTepeCcHO y3HaTh, uTo 51 Hanwia. [Toka Thl OTAbIXama,
MOM TIPUCITYKHUKH 3aMETUJIM, YTO KTO-TO OpOAMT 1Mo MexayMupbio 3a mpeaeiaaMu ocoOHsKa. 51
T0JIaraio, 3T0 CBOEro poja MOCIAHHUK. .. OT HAIIETo MPOMABIIEro MPHUHIIA.

Sl BeIpsAIMIIICS 1 TpeOOBaTEILHO MPOU3HEC!

—INocnannuk. .. I'ne xe on? Eciu Bects o Kuppana, moueMy ee He JOCTaBUIM HAM HANIPSIMYI0?

HarsHyTo yneioHyBIIMCh, JIeaHaHIIN MOBEpHYJIACh K OXKHUIAIONIEMY €€ pacriopsbKeHU Kpac-
HOMY KOJIAYKy:

— IIpucnyxHuK, Oyab 100D, MPUBEIN TaK HA3BIBAEMOT'O T'OHIIA.

KpacHbplii Ko/mayok BHICKOUMII Yepe3 BTOPYIO JBEpPh B JaJbHEM KOHIIE KOMHAThl. Heckombko
MIHOBEHUI CITyCTsI pa3jiajics KpUK, 3aCTaBUBIIHMI MeHS Hanpsiubcs, a [laka moanpeirayTh. Meran
COXpaHsijia CIIOKOMCTBHE. BhipakeHue ee JHiia 0CTaBaIoCh XOIOAHBIM M HEBO3MYTHMBIM, 1ake KOraa
THUIIMHY TIpOpe3aJl elle OAWH MPOH3UTETbHBIN BOILIb.

B xoMHaty BOIUTH TpOe KPACHBIX KOJIMAYKOB. Mesk1y HUMH OOJITaIOCh Teso — 6e37I1MKasi, 00Mo-
TaHHAs TeTsIMUA TeHb. 3a0bIThIi. Ero 3arscTbst ObUTH CKOBaHBI KaHJAJIAMH, a CaM OH IIIUTIEIT U Phlual
Ha CBOMX TIOPEMIIKOB, JEPKaIIMX ero Ha MOBOIKE. S OTMETwI1, YTo M KaHJAJTBI, ¥ IIeNH CeJIaHbl
13 cepeOpa, a He U3 Kesie3a WK CTajld, YTO ObUTO U OOJIerYeHreM, U HeOXKUIAaHHOCThI0. HekoTopbie
deiipu ¢ caqUCTCKUMK 3aMaIllIKaMy CBSI3BIBAJIM CBOMX TUIEHHUKOB JKEJIe30M, TEM CaMbIM MEJICHHO
yOuBas UX W MpojyieBast MuITKy. 1 661 paj, uro KoponeBa MI3rHaHHBIX He sIBJISIACH CTOPOHHUIICH
HEOOOCHOBaHHBIX MydyeHui. C IPyroil CTOPOHBI, Y Hee UMEJIOCh MHOKECTBO Kyjia Oojiee M30IIpeH-
HBIX CIIOCOOOB HaKa3aTh TeX, KTO €l HeYTO/eH.
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— 31O CyIIeCTBO OOHAPYKUIIU, KOTJIa OHO IITHBIPSIIO Y MOETO 0COOHsIKA, — 00bsiBUIa JleaHaH I,
TMIOKa ee MPUCTICITHUKY TAlWIN TJIEHHUKA Breped. — UTo kacaeTcs Toro, modemy si He TI03BOJIHIIA
eMy Iepenarh MocjaaHue, CMOTPUTE CaMH, IOPOTHe.

Ona MaxHyJ1a pyKO# B CTOPOHY 3a0bITOTr0, U KpacHble KOJIMAYKH MOABOJIOKIH ero omke. OH
COMPOTHBIISIJICS, YIHMPAsCh MATKAMU M TIIETHO Jieprasch B 1emnsix. I1o BHeIHeMy BUy OH HAYEM
He oTMYajcs oT 3a0bIThIX MpU ABope KuppaHa: CHIyST cO CBETAIIMMUCS KEITBIMH IIa3aMu Ha
0€37IMKOM JiuIie. DTOT BHIIIAAET 0OCOOEHHO TOHKMM M UMeJT JJIMHHBIE TAJIbIbI, KOTOPbIE 3arn0avch,
KaK SI3bIYKHA Oa00YKHU.

Crowmto 3absiToMy yBHIETh MeraH, Kak OH TYT XK€ BBITPSIMUJICS.

— Kenesznasa Koposnesa, — npomuriesn oH ¥ pa3kaji najblibl. B ero j1agoHax MeJbKHYJI KJIMHOK. —
[Mocnanue ot Kopons Kuppana! — mpokpryai OH U PHITHYI ObLIO Ha Hee.

Kpachble kommayku TyT ke oTopocuiu OyiiHoro deiipu. OH 3aBbUT U 3a0UJICs B TIETISAX, OYe-
BUJIHO, HE OCTaBJIsIsI MOMBITOK J100paThcs 10 Meras.

— Koposb 3a0bIThIX MepenaeT NpuBeT, — MPOPBHIYA OH U BAPYT, pa3pasUBIIUCh TPOMKUM CMe-
XOM, pyxHyJa Ha noi. — [locnanue nns Kenesnoit KoponeBbl, — XUXHKasl OH, cCOBepIlasi KOJIOLIHE
JBUKEHUST HOJKOM, KOTOPBIi BCe ellle c:kumal B pyke. — [Tocinanue aiist Kenesnoit Koponessl. Koposb
Kuppan muter cBoe nourenue, Bame Benmuectso.

— Oro, — axny:n [lak B BolapuBIeics omeaoMsiioned Tuimmae. — KTo-to BocpuHsiI 1oro-
BOpKY «He yousaii zonya» CIVIIKOM OyKBaJIbHO.

Sl moYyBCTBOBAJI XOJIOA; B TOJIOBE BCILIBLUIM OTIOJIOCKH TOTO CHA, OHM CTECHWJIM pa3yMm. Meran
3aCThLIa, IM1s1/151 Ha 3a0BITOrO CO CMEChIO yXKaca ¥ KaslocTu. JleaHaHIIT TpOMKO (DBIPKHYJIA U, TTOIHSIB
PYKY, BBIXBaTHJIa CBOM MyHAIITYK MPSIMO M3 BO3IyXa.

— Vbepure ero, ciayru, — nIpuKasana OHa KPAacHbIM KOJIMTAYKaM, KOTOpbIe PHIBKOM MOJHSIIN
3a0bITOr0 Ha HOTM U BHIBOJIOKJIM U3 KOMHATHI. — [To3:ke peliry, 4To ¢ HUM Aenatk. Bot Tak, noporue.
Ternepb MoHMMaeTe, IOYEMy 5 He XOTeJIa, YTOOBI OH Mepeaall CBoe «Iocnanue» ? — Koponera M3ruan-
HBIX BJJOXHY/JI4, 4 3aTeM BBIITYCTHJIAa OOIAUYKO CHPEHEBOTO IbIMa. — 51 MbITaach MOrOBOPHUTH C HUM, HO
OH JIMIITh TIOBTOPSUI, KaK MOIyTaii, 4to y Hero nocnanue ais JKenesnoit Koponesst ot Koposs 3a0b1-
ThIX. Pasymeercsi, yuuTbiBast TOT (pakT, 4TO OH pa3MaxuBaj HOKOM BCSKMU pa3, Kak MPOU3HOCKI
CJIOBO «NOCAAHUe», 51 TIOIyMaJla, YTO COBCEM He X04y, YTOOBI B MOEM JIoMe OyIieBasl pa3bspeHHbIH
3a0bIThIA, KOTOPBIH, UIIA BAC, UCTIONOCYET MOUX MPHUCITYKHUKOB.

— Yt0 370 3HauUT? — npoienrtaina Meras.

— Bort T MHE U cKkaxu, Toyoka. — JleaHaHIM MoxaJia TuiledaMu. — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO ke
TBOU ChIH. KOoHeuHo, ThI ObI 3HaJa, eciii Obl Halll Joporoii Kuppas mocian 3a Todoi youiir.

— D10 OBLT He yOUIiIa, — Kayas TOJIOBOM, TYT ke Bo3pasmiia Hukc. BeipakeHue ee nuia mpes-
CTaBJISJIO COOOHM HEUTO CpeHee MeXIy OTBpAIllEHHEM U KaJOCThio. — Ero sMOIMM CIMIIIKOM Xao-
TiuHbl. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI cedsi pacTepsiHHBIM M MofaBieHHbIM. — OHa 3akosedasnach ¥, B3MJISIHYB Ha
Meran, no6aBuia, TIIATENIBHO MOAOMpast ciioBa: — Kuppan oqHa)abl cKazal MHE, YTO eMy HUKOTAA
HE TIPUTOSATCS MOU «OCOOBIE TaJTaHThI», HO... €CJIH BCE e MOTPeOOBAIOCH ObI MOJOCIIATh YOUMILY,
0COOEHHO K KOMY-TO CTOJIb MOTYIIIECTBEHHOMY, OH ObI BBIOpPaJ TOr0, KTO TOYHO CHPABUTCS C ITOU
MUCCHUE.

[Tpu mbicu 0 TOM, 4TO K MeraH MOryT OTIPaBUTh HAEMHHKA, 51 TIOYYBCTBOBAJ OIIACHYIO, CMep-
TOHOCHYIO SIPOCTh U C/IeJIaJl OCTOPOKHBIN BIIOX, YTOOBI MOABUTH ee. TObKO caMble TITyIIble, OTYasH-
HBIE WM Oe3yMHbIE TIBITATIMCH YOUTh TIPaBUTEIBHUILY (helipH; OKaXKUCh OHU JIUIIOM K Jinity ¢ JKenes-
Hou KoposeBoid, OpICTpO MOHSITHN OBbl, YTO UM 3TO He 110 3y0aM. OHako MeraH ¢ ee MprBep:KEHHOCTHIO
K MHJIOCEPJIMIO JieJIajia TOIbKO TO, YTO HEOOXOMUMO /ISl yCTpaHeHus yrpo3bl. Eciu Ovl youiina Opo-
CUJICSI CHaYaJla Ha MeHs1, TO BCKOpe Toskasies Obl, YTO BOOOIIE pOAUJICS Ha CBET.

— 41 He Beplo, UTO 3TO OBLIO MOKYIIEHHE HA Ballly KU3Hb, Bame BennuectBo, — nmpogomkana
Huxkc. Tem BpeMeHeM s1 130 BCceX CHJI MBITAJICS CHEPkKaTh CBOM T'HEB, KOTOPbIH, BBIJIECHYBIIUCH
Hapy’Ky, 3aMOPO3HJI OBl KOBEp IO/ HAIIMMK Horamu. TemrepaTtypa B KOMHaTe HEMHOTO yrasa, HO, K
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CUaCThIO, HUKTO 3TOro He 3ameTii1. — [lymaio, Kuppan B camom zienie Mor nociarh 3Toro 3a0bIToro,
YTOOBI HAWTHU BaC, HO IO JOPOTe TOT ObLT KAKUM-TO 00pa30oM HUCKakeH — MOHCTPOM WJIM YeM-TO ellle.
OH OYeHb MOXOX Ha CYIIECTB, KOTOPBIX Mbl BUjienU B TaucToyHe.

— Haperoch, TH mpaBa, — ckazasiia MeraH. Ee ronoc ObUT CIOKOWHBIM, HO 51 4yBCTBOBAJI OBJIa-
IEBIIIYIO €10 TPEBOry, KoTopast OyKBaJbHO cHesana ee. [lotoMy 4To M cam oIIymas To e camoe —
Hapsiy ¢ sipocthio. Uto, ecnu Kuppan usmenuics? Yro, eciiv Mbl HaiiieM Halllero CbiHa, a OH OISITh
nipeBparuiics Bo Bpara? — Ilo kpaiiHeil Mepe, Mbl 3HaeM, 4to KuppaH rue-To 31ech, — MpoaoiKuia
MeraH, — 1 4TO OH MBITAETCS CBA3AThCA C HAaMU. B m000M cityyae 310 xoporias HoBocTb. Ham mpocto
HYKHO €r0 HalTH.

— Mosxer ObITh, MTaHy moBe3et Oosbiiie, — qoo6aBui [1ak. — OH IpUTATHUBAET Te ke MPOOJIEMBI.
Ecnu KTO ¥ BUZeN Halllero HemyTeBOro MpUHIA, TO 3TO OH.

— Ha 310 51 1 HazieCh, — MPoOOPMOTAT £

Otnomtennst Kuppana ¢ 6patrom Meran ObUH CIOKHBIME; 002 OHM YIIOMUHAJIMCh B TIPOpOYe-
ctBe. Bornee Toro, panbiiie Kuppan Beeria odpariasics 3a moMoIibio iMeHHo K tany. [ Tak u He cmor
MOHSATH, IOYEMY MO CbIH PELINJI BTSHYTh B CBOM MUP Y€JIOBEKA, COITPOTUBIISIOILETOCs B TAKOU Mepe,
kak Wtan, HO Korma Kuppan Berynui Ha myTh Paspymurens, HamepeBasich nepeBepHyTh HeObLIb
C HOT Ha TroJIoBY, MTaH OblJI C HUM TOYTH JIO CaMOro KoHIa. VIX OTHOIIEHHs TpeTepre MeTaMmop-
(O3Bl OT JIyummx apy3ei 10 3NEeUIMX Bparos, Kak y HeOe3bI3BecTHOro JletHero myta 1 3MMHETO
NpUHIIA, U Jaxe Korga Kuppan OykBaabHO BOH3MI HOX WTaHy B CriMHy, UX Ipyx0a KakuM-To oOpa-
30M COXPaHMUJIACh.

— I'pum, JOporoit, Th Beb 3HaeIllb, KaK MPOUTH K HYKHOW Tporie? — CO B3JJ0XOM 00paTuiiach
JleanaHmm K KOTy, KOTOpbI B OTBET 3€BHYJI M MOBEJ yXOoM. — TOM, KOTOpasi MpUBEJET K HOBOMY
nomy Urana Yeiiza? Byab 100p, MOKaKu UM JOPOTY, JIaAHO? A s TeM BpeMEHEM JOJKHA PelllnTh,
YTO JeNaTh CO CJIerka HEHOPMAJIbHBIM TIOTEHIIMATBHBIM YOUMIIEH.

C stumu cnoBamu KoposeBa VM3rHaHHBIX BBHITUIBLIA M3 KOMHATHI B OOJIaKe MEIHBIX BOJIOC U
KJIyOOB (PHOJIETOBOTO JIbIMA, 1 MBI OCTQJTUCH OHH.

['puMaJTKH HETOPOTIMBO MOTSIHYJICS, OCTaBJIsIs OeJIble Cle/Ibl KOI'Tel Ha MOIMPOBAHHOM Jiepe-
BSIHHOM CTOJIE, a 3aT€M CIIPBITHYJI Ha IOJ.

— Cnenyiite 3a MHOM. Tpomna B MUp Jiofiei HaxoauTcs B oasajie. Onacaiiteck Oorrapra, KOTo-
Ppblii KMBET MOJ JIECTHULIEH.

Korna Ml crtycTrmch 1o 1IATKO# AEPEBSIHHOM JIECTHUIIE B TOJBaJ1 JleaHaHIIIM ¥ OKa3aJiCh Ha
JIHE CTapOro MepecoxIero Kolona B MUpe CMEePTHBIX, JI0 paccBeTa ObLIO elre 1ajieko. BeiopaBimch
n3 IIp@BHCFO KaMEHHOI'O CTpOGHI/I}I, A OH_[yTI/I)I Ha KOXE IIyHOBeHI/Ie HpOXJIaIIHOFO BeTepKa, naXHymero
JIMCTBSIMU 1 XBoel. Hac okpykanu 1epeBbsi, a BUHEIIeecs: CKBO3b BETBH HEOO ObLIO TEMHO-CUHUM,
C HECKOJIbKUMH pr}IMbIMI/I 3BE€3aMU, HUKAK HE KeJIaAloIIIUMU FaCHyTI).

— Yro 370 32 3anax? — cnpocui [lak. — O, TouHO, CBEXUI BO3/AyX. Tak W 3HaJI, 4YTO B MUPE
CMEPTHBIX Cyuecmayiom MecTa, TIoka CBOOO/IHbIE OT OeToHa 1 Mycopa. — OH cliena ITyOOKHiA BIOX
Y MeJJIEHHO BBIIOXHYJI, C YJIBIOKOH OIJIsI/IbIBast Jiec.

4 emne He ObU1 B HOBOM JoMe Mrana u Kensu, Ho 3Ha1, 4T0 OHM 00OOCHOBAIMCH Ha HEOOJIBIIIOM
y‘laCTKe 3€EMJIN B HECKOJIBKUX MUJIAX OT BCEro 1 BCA. I/ITaH HpeIIHO‘II/ITaH ye)lI/IHCHI/Ie HE HOTOMy, qTo
OBbLIT HETIOMUMBIM (XOTsI M 9Ta YepTa B HEM B KAKOW-TO CTETIeHH MPUCYTCTBOBAJIA), a TIOTOMY, UTO 00J1a-
nan 3peHureM, U eMy MPUXOIUIOCh MTOCTOSHHO UMETh JIelio ¢ ¢efipu. A ymoOHee BCero 3To JesaTh,
€CJIM PSAIOM HeT APYTHX JIofiel, 0 KOTOpBIX HY)KHO OecriokonThcsl. Kak pacckaszana MHe MeraH, B
nerctBe MtaHa 10 Takoy CTereHu JJOHUMAIU U MYUYWJIM CTpaliHble (pepH, 4To eMy MpUIUIOCh yaa-
JINTBCA OT )IIOIleﬁ, ‘{TO6LI 06630HaCI/ITb ux; HOSTOMy HeyIII/IBI/ITeJII)HO, YTO OH 3aXOTEJ KUTh B TAKOM
MecTe, KOTOPOe MOTJIO 00ECTIeYUTh XOTSI Obl OTHOCUTEITBHBIN TIOKOM.
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— Cionia, — no3BaJi [ pumaiikuH, ¢ BHICOKO MMOJHATHIM XBOCTOM IIPOIIMBITHYB MUMO Hac. — JloMm,
KOTOPBIN MBI UILIEM, HEAAJIEKO.

MBbI ocie1oBasy 3a KOTOM Yepes Jiec, €MHCTBEHHBIM 3ByKOM B KOTOPOM OBLI IIIEJIECT JIUCTHEB
noz1 Horamu. HakoHel, iepeBbsi pacCTyNUINCh, U Mbl YBUEIU CTOSIIMNA TOCPEIH TOJISIHBI CKPOMHBIN
JIOM, Kakre OObIYHO OBIBAIOT Ha paHyo. [lepeqHss myxaiika Oblia akKypaTHO MOJACTPUKEHA 1 OOHe-
ceHa OesbIM MUKEeTHBIM 3a00poM. Ha mogbe3aHoi opoXkKe MOTpenaHHblid IPYy30BUK COCEACTBOBAI
C JIETAaHTHOU CUHEN MalHOW. MHe NoKa3aaoch YIMBUTENbHBIM, YTO MpPEACTaBIIIee HAIIUM IJla3aM
YeJIOBEYECKOE JKWIIMIIE BHIIVISAUT COBEPIIEHHO HOPMaJIbHBIM. YUUTHIBAasl HACTOPOKEHHOE OTHOILIE-
Hue Mtana K ¢eiipy, 5 oYTH 0KHUIa YBUETD KeJle3Hble 3a00pbl M PHICKAIONIHMX TIepe] IOMOM JIpec-
CUPOBAHHBIX POTBEWUJIEPOB.

— XM, CTpaHHO-TO Kak, — 3ameTwi I1ak, paszenss Mmoe u3ymieHue. — 910 JeUCTBUTENIBHO JOM
Nrana Yeitza? 4 myman, Hac 37ech BCTPETAT Jia3epPHbIE OIPakICHUS U OEreMOThI-yOUHIBl. A 3TO
MECTO KaXeTcsl IO yKaca OObIKHOBEHHBIM.

— He Buky 31ech 1oma, — TMXO ckazana Hukc.

MBb! HenOHUMAIOILE YCTABUJIMCH HA HEe.

— Yt0 3HaUMT He BUAMIIL IoMa? — nepecnpocui [lak, ykaspiBas Ha pocTynaoliee 3a Jaepe-
BbSIMH CTpOoeHue. — JIoIycKaio, YTO COBPEMEHHbIE MMOCTPOWKU MOTYT MOKa3aThCsi TeOe CTPAaHHBIMH.
IT0 He NNIMHOOUTHAS XMKMHA, HO BIOJIHE OOBIYHOE YEJIOBEUECKOE KHJIbE.

— 51 umelo npeacTaBlieHHe O COBPEMEHHBIX JIOMax, — KaTeropuyHo 3asBuia Huke, — u 3Hato,
KAaK BBINIAAAT HbIHEIIHMe 31aHus1. Ho Ha 310i1 nonsHe Huvero HeT. JloMa Tak TOYHO.

— Ilom TyT orpeaesieHHO umeeTcs, — Bo3pasuia Meran. — [1ak, 1 u ['pum tede 310 oaTBep-
14t. — OHa nocmoTtpesa Ha Hukc v Ha MraoBeHue 3ajaymasniach. — tan cozfas 3aimry ot ¢eipu, U,
BO3MOXXHO, 3Ta MJUTIO3USI — YacCTh €ro CUCTeMbl Oe3omacHocTu. Hac ueTBephIX OH 3HaeT, a BOT Hukc
IJIsl HErO — HEU3BECTHAs CYIIHOCTh. [10TOMY-TO €il 1 KaxkeTcsl, 4To 3/1eCb HUYETO HET.

— Bokpyr n1oMa 1 nepeiHero JBopa yCTaHOBJIEHBI IOTIOJTHUTENbHbBIE OTPAAUTENIbHBIE COOPYKe-
HUS, — cOOONIT [ pUMasKkuH 1 mpuHIOXajcs. — MOIIHbIe, HO JIETKO MPeoJoJIMMble, €CIU 3HATh, KaK
¢ HUMH oOparnarbesi. ViauTe 3a MHOM U mocTapaiiTech HU 000 YTO HE CIIOTKHYThCS.

Mpl nocieioBaM 3a KOTOM 4epes Jiec K nepeaHemMy ABopy Uei30B, KOTOPHI B PACCBETHBIX
Jydax BeIIIsiien 6e300uaH0. OIHAKO CTOMIIO TIOJOMTH K BOpOTam, Kak HUKc pe3ko BIOXHYJIa ¥ OCTa-
HOBWJIACh, XMYPO IJIs1sl Ha 3/1aHKE NIepe]l HAMU.

— Hukc? — Haknonus ronosy, ITak Opocui Ha Hee 00eCTIOKOSHHbIH B3I, — Bee B mopsiike?

—4... He 3Ha10. — 3a0bITas caesaa mar 1 HAXMYPUJIach ellle CuiibHee. — Yem ke s OIXOXKY,
TEM TPyAHEe JAeTCsl KakKIbIi CIeAYIOMUH mar. 9To HeMpOCTO OOBSCHUTH, HO sI YYBCTBYIO, UTO HE
JOJDKHA 371ech HaxoauThesl. He Xouy nmpoposkaTh ABUraThCsl B 3TOM HAIlPABJICHUU.

— D710 Ha TeOsl TaK 3aIUTHBIE Yapbl JEUCTBYIOT, — MPOOOpMOTal 5. — JIOBOJIBHO CHIIbHBIE K
TOMY k€. S1 cIIpIIIa 0 3aKJIMHAHUSAX, KOTOPbIE AKTUBHO OTTAJIKUBAIOT (PEVipH U HE AAI0T UM IIepeceyb
HApUCOBaHHBIN Ha 3eMJie KpYT. 3[€Ch UMEETCS UTO-TO OUYEHb ITOXOKEE.

— Bor. - Ilak npotanyn Huke pyky. — [IpocTo nepxuck 3a MeHs1. 3akpo¥ 171a3a, eciiv Hyx«Ho. He
BOJIHYJCSl, €11le He TPUIYMaHO HU aMyJieTa, HU 3aKJIMHAHM, HU CPEJICTBA AJIs1 OTIYyIUBaHus erpu,
criocodHoro yoepeub ot [Inytumku Pobuna. S skcnept no mMpOHUKHOBEHUIO B MECTa, KOTOphIe He
XOTAT MEH$I ITyCKaTb.

Hukc crpanHoO yabIOHY1aCh.

— 4 Toxe, — ckazasia OHa U BJIOKWJIA MAJIbLBI B €0 JIaJOHb. — EMHCTBEHHAs pa3HUIIA COCTOUT
B TOM, 4TO, €CJIA MOM Yaphbl He cpabOTaIoT, Ha cleyiolee yTpo s Oyay MepTBa.

— Yro x, BecbMa 00ozpsieT, — oro3Bavics [lak 1 moBepHyJcs K JoMy. — MoXeT, He CTOUT TIOKa
ropopuTh Mtany o ToM, 4TO ThI ObUIa yOUIATICH?

— Iloxoxe, 9TO 3HaHKE 3aCTaBIISIET JIIOJEN HEpBHUYATD, — corviacuiach Hukc.

MBbI IpOAOSKIIY Iy Th K IoMy. Hukc OGosbliie Hu4ero He 1o0aBuIIa, JIMIIb Kpermde ckaia pyKy
[NTaka, uns no nyxaiike K BxogHou aBepu. [logHuMasACh o KMPNUYHOM JIECTHULE HAa KPBLIbLIO, OHA
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C CWJIOW CTUCHYJIA YesmiocT. Hu cekyHpI He Koneomsick, Meran rpoMKO MOCTydasia 1o JIepeBsSIHHON
TMaHeJ!.

W3nytpu paspaincsa rynkuil jail, 3actaBuBluMil Hukc B3npornyTs. UYepes3 HECKOJBKO CEKyH[L
JBEpb pacliaxHyjach, sIBUB M3MOXKJIEHHOE, HO Takoe 3Hakomoe Jymio. Mran Yeis, cBomHbIA Opart
Meran u n30paHHbIi yeMioH HeObuTH, HACTOPOKEHHO CMOTpEJT Ha HAac CKBO3b ABEpHYIO pamy. Ero
KaIlITAHOBBIE BOJIOCH! OBUTH B3BbEPOILIEHBI, KaK OY/ITO OH TOJBKO YTO BCTAJI C MOCTEIH, a Ha CKYJIax U
nooopoaKe Jiexkasna TeHb. OH yCTaBIICS Ha HAC; B IEpBOE MIHOBEHHE TPEBOTa Ha €ro JIuiie 60posach
C MIOKOPHOCTBIO, 3aTEM OH ITOKayaJl FOJIOBOM:

— He x no6py 310.

— Uran! — Meran ynbiOHyaach Opaty, U YTOJKH €ro ry0 MPUIOIHSIIUCH, KOTJa OH OTBETHUJI Ha
ee npusercTBue. — [Ipocty, yTo BBAIMIIUCH Tak paHO. HaM Hy:XHO MOroBOpUTH.

Wran Yeit3 npoBesn pyko# Mo BojJocaM.

— Jla, g Tak M MOHsJI, — B3I0OXHYJ OH. — 3axoauTe. TOoNBKO Mpexk/ie MHE HY)KHO OTKJIIOUUTH
HECKOJIBKO 3aKJIMHAHUI, U 5 Cpa3y e BEPHYCh.

MBblI ponuiM B YIOTHYIO TOCTUHYIO, HA TIEPBBIA B3IJISIT TOYHO TaKYIO ke, Kak B JIIOOOM Pyrom
yesioBe4ecKoM kuiuitie. [lorepTbie kojkaHble AUBaHBI CTOSUIU TIOIYKPYTOM BOKPYT KYypPHAJIBHOTO CTO-
JIVKa, 9yTh B CTOPOHE HAXOAWJIACh HEOOJbIIast KyXHsl, B yrojike Oyibkan kogelHuk. Hukakou cTpaH-
HOU Maruy He HaOMI0AAIOCh ¥ He 1yBCTBOBAJIOCH, XOTS s 3HAJI, YTO BECh JIOM MPOHU3aH 3AIUTHBIMU
yapamu, MPU3BaHHBIMU OTBaXKMBaTh (peripu. MtaH mpojenan o4eHb TOHKYIO padoTy, YTOOBI €ro J0M
BBIIVISIIEN KaK COBEPLIEHHO TPAJMIMOHHOE XUJIUILE MUPA CMEPTHBIX, IJI€ CJIBIXOM HE CJIbIXUBAJIM HU
0 KaKkuX (perpu.

— Wran? Kro 310 6b1217.. O!

B kopuaope 3a3Byuanu MArkue maru, u nosisiwiiach Makkensu. [Ipu Buzie Hac OHa yIMBJIEHHO
MoprHyna. HeBbicokasi U XyJeHbKasl, C 3aU€CAHHBIMM Ha3a]l UCCUHS-YEPHBIMM BOJIOCAMU, OHA HE
Kazajiach 0OECIIOKOSHHO! MOSIBJIEHUEM B €€ TOCTUHOM YeThIpeX MOryIecTBeHHbIX (peripy u Kaiit [u
— Ja elle U ¢ yTpa nopassliie. Korga oHa Bolluia B KOMHATY, 51 [IOUYBCTBOBAJI ITyJIbCALIMIO Marviu 1
oOpaTwJl BHUMaHUe Ha cepeOpsHbI OpacieT y Hee Ha JIeBOM 3arsicThbe. [loxoke, yKparieHue 3a4a-
poBaHo. BeposTHO, OHO TpencTaBiseT cOOOM CBOEro poja 3alIUTHHINA aMyJieT, OrpaskIaloIui Biia-
AENUIy OT BpaXkIeOHbIX yap.

Mo naTam 3a MakkeH3M ci1e10Bay JBe OOJbIIMe YepHble COOAKM: OrPOMHBIE JIOXMAThIe 3Be-
piory, MOXOXKUe Ha MeJBeleil. YIMBUTEIbHO, HO IIPU BHUJE HAC OHM He pasznasiuch. [lomaxusas
MYIIMCTBIMHA XBOCTAMM, OHH MPOIIMBITHYJIM BIIEpE/l ¥ MPUHSIIUCH JICHUBO OOHIOXMBATh HAC CBOMMH
MOKPBIMH HOcamH. [1a3a y HuX Obutn 10OpeIME. [ pUMasIKMH IpUKaJl I K TOJIOBE U CKPBLICS U3
Buj1y, a Hukc ere riy0xe cripstanach B CBOH IUIarll.

— Ox, Huuero cebe! — BockymkHy/1a Kensu, ortsaasiBast Hac. — Bee B coope. [loxoxke, Hameua-
eTcsl YTO-TO 3HauuTesbHOe, Aa? Crioapt, Mbliika, XBaTuT. Heroxe myckaTh CJIIOHM Ha KOPOJIEBCKUX
0c00. — OHa XJIONHYJIA B JIAJIONIN, U TPOMAaJHbIE TICHI TYT € BEPHYJIMCh K HEW.

— 3npasctByid, Kensu, — nonpusercrBoBaia Meran. — Mbl He CIMIIIKOM Bac CTECHUJIU?

— Her, Huckonbko. — MakkeH3u Beceso Y/bIOHYIach, IO OYepei CKOJb3sl B3MNISIOM 10 Kak-
noMy u3 Hac. — Hageroch, Mbl cMoxem nomous. Pa3 Ha MoeM nopore nossisercs cama JKenezHas
Koposnesa co Bcell yecTHOI KOMITaHUEW, 3HAYUT, AOJKHO UTO-TO mpou3outu. O, mpuBeT, — MpooJ-
KMJIa OHA, 3aMETUB CTOSIBILYIO 4yTh Noofasib Hukc. — § He 3Hauia, 4TO BBl IIPUBEJETE KOrO-TO ELIE.
[TpocTH 3a OTTANKKMBAIOIINE Yapbl — OHU TPeIHA3HAYESHBI 1711 HAIOAJIMBOM OaH/1bl TOOJIMHOB, KOTO-
past moOuT omuBarkcs B okpyre. [lonporry MiTaHa UX OTKITIOUUTD.

— Yxe caenaHo, — JoHeccsl U3 ApYyroil KoMHarsl ronoc Mrtana.

— Cnacu6o, Kensu, — ckazana Meran. — Keraru, ato Hukc. OHa otHOCcUTCS KO ABOpY Kuppana.

Ken3u kuBHyna.

— 3nech paasl modomy npyry Kuppana, — 3aBepuiia ona. — Ho st moctynaio HeBeKJIMBO, 3aCTaB-
7515l Bac CTOAATh B Kopujope. [laBaiite mpucsiem, U Bbl pacCKaKeTe, YTO MPOMCXOOUT. S Beap He
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ommbach B CBOEM IMpernonoxkeHun, mpasaa? Yro-to cayumnocsk? 1o kacaercs «MHCaiiT» u Tex
CTpaHHbIX IINKCH, KOTOp])IX MBI BUICTTA BHYTpI/I?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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