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AHHOTaAIMA

Cracas cectpy, A crana HeBecToi npaBuTesss CeBEpHBIX 3eMellb.
BoT To/mpKO B MOMEHT, KOTrja TIOMIOOMIa €ro BCeM CeplleM, y3Haia
0 TIpefaTeNnbCcTBe W cOexalla U3 ero XOJOJHOro 3aMKa Ipoub. Ho
OH BEPHYJ M 3aCTaBUJI OCTaThCsA, Bellb MOJ CEPIALEM s TeTleph HOLLY
ero HacnengHuka.ToNbKO Kak e ObITh, €CM MEXIy HaMH CHOBa
BCE€ M3MeHWIoch? Ecny mo HeBeJOMON MHe MPUYMHE OH HE XOYeT
BUJETh B MOEM MaJiblilie CBOE TponobkeHne?K ToMmy ke s 10 cux
MOp HE BBISCHWJIA, Kylda JEIUCh €ro NnpexHue kEHwl... M 3adem,
ye3xkasi, KOpoJib OTIPaBUI KO MHE CBOETO JIy4lIero Jpyra, KOTOPbIA
CIIMIIIKOM HACTOIUMBO OKa3blBa€T MHE COBEPIIEHHO HEyMECTHbIE
3HaKM BHUMaHMs.Bropas cepus yurcepuana «IIate BpeMEH roga».
IlepBas: «Hesecra Kectokoro Kopossi».
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Kupa PAUT
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I'nmaBa 1

—Yrto ¢ Her?! — 3arpeMer psIOM TaKoW 3HAKOMBIil TOJIOC.

$1 morbITaNmack OTKPHITH I71a3a, YTO OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO. Bekun
OyATO CBUHIIOM HAJIMJIKCh. U Tesla MpakTUUECKU He YyBCTBOBAJIA
— OoHO OyaTo Obl 3ajepeBeHeno. S Gomnbie He B jtecy? A rae a7
ITO TakoW COH MJIM BCE ke peasibHOCTh? Ho eciu He coH, To 4To
Jenaet psaaom koposb? Kak oH 3aeck okazaiics?

I'ne-To coBceM psAnoM pazaaiicsl TuXuu cToH. Komy-To rmioxo?

— I, BCE X0pol1Io, 51 pAAOM, — BHOBb 3arOBOPUJI KTO-TO TO-
JIOCOM KOpOJISl.

[paBna, on pssaom? OH HE MOKET OBITh PSIIOM.

[locnennee, 4ToO A MOMHIO — JIEASHOM 3UMHHUU JIEC, METEJIb,
BOJIYOHOK, PaCKUAUCTOE JEPEBO, a MOTOM. .. IycTOTa. TeMHO u
xononHo. OTKyna 31ech B3AThCA Kopomo? He nomen xe oH Tyaa
paau MeHsl B caMoM fedie. .. Her, koHeuHo.

Ecnu 61 Mor1a, 51 OBl YJIBIOHYIACh OT 9TOM ITynoi Meiciiu. Ho
ObLIO HE 10 cMeXa.

— E€ Hy)HO pa3zeTh, — cka3aj KTO-To.



Haneroch, oHM TOBOPAT He 000 MHe. Pa3neBarbcsi B HEM3BeCT-
HOM MECTe, €II€ U Ha IIa3axX y 4yKUX — He camas JIydlas ujes
JUisi ipuHIecchl. Ho TeM He MeHee, YbM-TO CUJIbHbIE PYKH Haya-
JIM CTACKUBATh C MEHS OICKY.

OpnepeBeHeBIIMMY NAJIBLIAMU U3 MTOCJIEAHNUX CUJI S BLETMJIACH
B pyKaBa. /IBUratbCs-T0 He MOIJIa TOJIKOM, YTOOBI JIepKaTh, Ha-
IpUMEp, NMOJOJI, TAK XOTh YTO-TO yaepxkarb. Ho BOpyr Mo€ nmio
OMAJIWIIO TOPSTYUM JbIXaHUEM.

— 310 1, /I35, He Ooiicsa. TyT HET HUKOTO KpOMe MEHS U Jie-
Kapd. Tak HyXKHO.

4 nmporecryioiie 3aMblyaia, IOTOMY YTO HE MOIJIA TOBOPHUTb.
Ho Hu 3a 4TO He MOBEpIO, UTO KECTOKOMY KOPOJIIO ObLIIO HEe BCE
PaBHO, ¥ OH HAIIENT MeHs. TOT YeJIOBEK C ero rojiocoM ooma-
HBIBAET MEHS. . .

Tyt Moux Ty0 KOCHYJIHMCh Topsiuue u k€cTkue. Takue 3Ha-
KOMBIE. .. KOTOpbIE HE CIYTaThb HU C YeM. Mol HECOCTOSIBIIMIA-
Cs KEHUX. .. )KECTOKUN KOPOJIb, KOTOPBIM CTaJl MOUM JIOOMMBIM
MYKYMHOM, M TaK )KECTOKO mpenad... Pau. ..

4 ormyctuna pykaBa, MO3BOJISIA €My OCTaBUTh MEHSI B Ofl-
HOW COpOuKe. 3aTeM K OCMOTpPY, BUAMMO, IPUCTYIIWII JIEKAPb.
OH yTO-TO 60pMOTaN cede Mo HOC, OLTYITBIBA MEHsI, BOJVII Ka-
KOM-TO TPaBOM, Cy[s IO 3amaxy, [0 MOEMY JIMIly, OTYETO MEHS
MYTHUJIO. .. A IOTOM BIPYT BCE MPEKPATHIIOCh.

[Mocneimanuck maru, Oyaro Obl OHM OTOIUIM OT MEHsI, 3aTeM
HEBHSTHBIN HIENOT, U cieAoM ke yaap. CIOBHO KTO-TO OY€Hb
CWJIbHBIM yAApyJjI KYJIaKOM BO YTO-TO JEPEBSIHHOE.



— Ona npuHuMalia 3esee!! — 3apesen koponb. — [louemy 310
npousonuo?!

— He mory 3Hath, rocnioguH. Ho eByIlka COBEpIIIEHHO TOYHO
B MOJIO)KEHUU. BO3MOKHO, MpUHUMaJIa He Kaxablid pas... [Ipo-
ctute, rocrionuH. Pactuparh e€ v mapuTh ceriyac Helb3s1, MOKHO
HABPEIUTh PEOEHKY. ..

[Mocabimnanuck HOBbIe yaapsl. K cuacthio, Ouiu Bpoae He Jie-
Kaps, K CJIOBaM KOTOPOTO 51 OYEHb BHUMATEJIbHO MPUCITYILINBA-
J1ach, HO CMBICT YcKonb3at. O koM oH ropoput? Q60 mHe? V me-
Hs1 OyzieT pe6énok? [TpaBna?

— Tsl TOKEH pemmTh 3Ty MPoOJIeMy Kak MOXHO CKOpee.

O kakoi mpo6eme roBOpUT Kopoib? Y Hac ¢ HUM OyJeT pe-
06€HOK ! U 3T0 3HAYUT, UTO 51 HCTIOJIHUJIA eTo ycyioBue. Terepb oH
MOXKET KEHUTbCSl Ha MHe! Vu... OH Ternepb MpOCTO HE XOYET
’KEHUTHCSI UIMEHHO Ha MHe? Benb yke npuriacui Apyryio. ..

— DTO MOXET HaBpEIUTh JIEBYLIKE, — BO3PA3WJI JIeKapb Hepe-
HIUTESHHO, TIepeOrBast MOU PA3MBbIIIUICHHUS.

— 3HauwT, caesnai Tak, YToObl He HaBpequTh. MIHaue royioBy ¢
IUIeY CHUMY, — HOBBIH 3J10M PBIK, a IOTOM XJIOIIHYJIA JBEPb.

4 ke cpa3y okazanach B ropsiuux OObSITUSIX.

— IIas1... Mul Bc€ ucnipaBuM. OOs3aTENBHO. ..

OH 1renTanx MHe 9TO-TO eIg, mpukuMas K cede omke. 1 ato
OBLIO YTO-TO MSATKOE, TAK HE CBOMCTBEHHOE EMY, U3BUHUTEILHOE
naxe. Ho pazo6parts ciioBa 51 He MOrJIa, MOTOMY YTO OT €ro TerJia
MeHs pazmMopuiio. K Tomy ke KOoposib, KaxeTcsi, CHsUT pyOariky,
MOTOMY YTO IIEKOW 51 YyBCTBOBAJIa €0 TBEPAYIO IPYyab.



OH nepeOrpas MOM BOJIOCHI 10 TeX TOP, MOKA 51 OKOHYATEITb-
HO HE yIUIbLIa B CHOBU/IeHUS. | e ropsiune oObTHSI KOPOJIs CO-
rpeBaJii MOE 3aJIe/IEHEBLIEE TeJI0, €r0 roJI0C MIENTal, YTo S I
HEro camasi Hy’KHast U BaKHasi, 4YTO He Hy’KE€H €My HUKTO OOJiblle
Y HUKOTJIA He ObLIT HyXKeH. ..

Kakoii e xopommii, 100psIil COH MHE CHUIICS. .. VI IycTh OH
HUKOI/IA HE 3aKaHYUBAETCH. . .

/lopozue uumameanu, npueemcmayio Bac é npodoadxcenuu
Mol 3UMHeIl UCIOPUU, HCeAAr) NPUSMHO20 YWmeHUs



I'maBa 2

PecHutipl 3amekotany Jiyud cojHua. sl Haxmypuiach U OT-
KpbUIa 71232, TYT e MPHUIILYPHUBIIKCH OT BCE €I1IE€ HEMPUBBIYHOM
sgpkoctu. Ha ynuBienne obHapyxkuia cebs He B TEMHOM Jiecy
TIOJT PACKUMCTBIM JIEPEBOM, a B MSTKOM TIOCTEJIH B TOM K€ KOM-
HaTe, B KOTOPOU MpoBesia Moc/ieHIe HECKOJIBKO MECSLIEB.

He oOHapyk1B psiIoM HUKOTO, OCTOPOKHO CeJla, ONUpasich Ha
nonymmkn. JKajb, 9TO HE y KOTO CIPOCHTbh, UTO K€ CIYYHIIOCh.
Oil... y KpoBaTH BUJISLT XBOCTOM O€JIOCHEXHBII MOJApOK KOPO-
T

— Kak Tb1, MaJtbIm? — yapIOHYIaCh €My, HO TOJIOC MPO3BYYasl
HEMHOTO CHILIO.

Bunimo, mporyika B MeTeNb He MPOIILIa IapoM, U s TPOCTY-
auiachk. XOTs YyBCTBOBaJa ceOsl BHosHe npuemiiemo. U maxe
CMOIJIa BCTaTh M cama OZIEThCSl B IIEPCTSHOE IUIaThe. A 3aTeM
HEpEeIMTeIHHO MOIUIA K TBEPH.

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MHE HY)KHO y3HaTh, KaK 51 O9yTHJIACh 31€Ch.
U xorga cMory cHOBa OTIPaBUThCA B opory. 51 moMHmiIa 100-
pBIE CJI0BA KOPOJIsl, KOTOPBIE OH TOBOPUJI MHE, OTOTPeBasi, HO He
OblTa yBEepeHa, 4To 9TO MHE He MOKa3aloch B pe3ysibTare MOeH
6one3HH, a ObUIO Ha caMoM fene. MoxeT ObITh, MHE IPOCTO BCE
HOYY/IMJIOCh, U OH BOBCE HE ILIeNTaJl MHE IPUSTHOE.

K Tomy ke, ecu eMy He BCE paBHO, TO TIOUYEMY OTITYCTHJI Me-
Hsa? Ecim Obl ipaBza 51 Obuta eMy HyXHA, TO TOYHO OBl HE OT-



nyctui Hukorga. M yx tem 6onee He ctai Obl 3aBOAUTH JIPYTUX
HEBECT. A €CJIM BCE OCTAJIOCH MO-IIPEKHEMY, TO HOTM MOEH 3/1€Ch
He OyJieT.

Ho nomumo 3T10ro, riaBHeIM OcTaBaJIcsl Apyroi Bonpoc. [en-
CTBMTEJIBHO JIM 51 HOIITY TOJI cepyitieM ero pedénka? Harrero ma-
JIBIIIA. . .

OcraHoBUJIaCh MIEPEBECTU AYX y CaAMOW JIECTHHUIIBI — TEPEs
TEeM, KaK CITyCKaTbCsl BHU3, IPEOAOJIEBAS CTYIIEHbKH, HYKHO Ha-
Opatbest cuit. OkasbiBaeTcs, s elié cmikoM cnada. Ho umeHHo
B 3TOT MOMEHT CHU3Y MTPOXOIXJ MO HECOCTOSIBIIMICS KEHUX U
3aMETHJI MOE TOSIBJICHUE.

B HecKoNbKO MIMPOKMX 1AroB OH OKa3aJICs psAJIOM, MPUAEp-
KUBasi MEHsI 3a TaJMIO:

— 3aueM 1hI BcTaia? I'ne cnyxkanka? §1 xe npukasan He OTXO-
IIATH OT TeOs!

S noxauia nuie4amMu, OT paCTEPSIHHOCTU NOTEPSB Aap peun. OH
Oecriokoutcst 000 MHe? [IpaBna?

— W nu criofa, — mpomypibIKat KOpOoJib U TIOTHSLT MEHS Ha PyKH,
BHOBb BO3Bpalljasi B MOIO KOMHATY.

TaMm yJ10K1JT Ha TOCTEJTb M XOPOLLEHBKO YKPbLUT MEXOBBIM OfI€-
SITIOM.

— Ceituac s mpuHecy TeOe oTBap, He BcTaBai, [[as1. Tebe Hyx-
HO OT/bIXaTh.

— He crout, munopn. ..

OH NpUIOKUIT MOIO PYKY K CBOUM TyOam.

— S myman, 4ro ympy, Korma MHe cooOmmuiu. [Totom xorten



Ka3HUTh BCEX, KTO TeOsI COMPOBOXK/IAN, UTO AOMYCTHIIN MOJ00-
Hoe. M moka He Hamén Teds Tam — 3aMEP3IIYI0, OJIETHYIO MO
TUM JIEpeBOM. .. [I3s1, Kak ke Thl MeHs Hamyrana!

— Pasge... Bam He Bc€ paBHO, muiiopa?

— P31, [Ips1. 30Bu Menst Paii, — OH cHOBa noiiesioBaji Moo py-
Ky. — Tl caMoe paroLeHHoe, 4To y MeHs ecTb. U 4 enBa He no-
Tepsi1 TeOsl.

Heyxenu 310 He cyactiuBbiii coH? OH MHe 310 roBoput? He
KoMy-TO npyromy? IIpexnae MHe mpaBja Ka3aloch, 4TO HYy:KHA
emy. Ho Benp oH cam ormyctun MeHst! He cka3zan ocratbes, na

— Ho Bbl... no3Bonuiu MHe yexarsb... Paii. ..

4l BriepBbIe TPOM3HECIA BCIIYX €ro UMsl. DTO ObLJIO IPUSATHO.
CronbKO pas MpeACTaBIisiia, Kak BOT Tak Oymy 3BaTh, HO HE CMe-
JIa ¥l TIOMBICITUTh, YTO OH MO3BOJIUT MHE 3TO B PEIbHOCTH. Y/IU-
BUTEJIbHBIE OllylleHus1. Y cyas no norervieBieMy B3Iy KO-
pOJIsl, My TOKE MOHPABUIIOCH.

— 4 nenan 310 AT TBOETO OJnara, — mporenTan oH. — U Mo-
Kelllb TOBOPUTHh MHE «Tbl». $1 OoJbilie HUKYAa TeOsT He OTITyIY.
N Hukomy He otaaM. OTHBIHE Thl HABCETJa TOJIBKO CO MHOM.

— A Kak xe... TBOs... Apyrasi HeBecra?

Kopons nompaunes.

— DTO0 CJI0KHO 00BACHUTS, [1951. HO moBepk, 4TO 3TO HE OBLIO
MOUM KEJTAHUEM.

—4... s He cMory... — IPU3HAJIACH TUXO, — AETUTH TeOsI C KEM-
TO.



OH g0/1ro cMOTpeJ1 Ha MEHsI MOJIYa, a MOTOM BAPYT IPUIIOJ-
HSUT M OOHSUI, KPETIKO MprKuMast K ceoe.

— Thl He Oyyiernb MeHs IeUTh HU ¢ KeM. [locre Toro, Kak s
YBUJIEN TBOE 3aJIEIEHEBILIEE TEJIO, OCO3HA, YTO TOTOB OTKAa3aTh-
cs1 OT Bcero Ha cBete. JIumib Obl TH ObUTA CO MHOU PsOM. DTO
camoe BakHOe Teriepb. Mbl cripaBumcs. Beab Tl OCTaHelIbCs co
MHO¥ 31ech? B 3T0M 3aMKe? be3s nblHbIx yOpaHCTB 1 Ooratcrsa
nBopua? M naxe eciu. .. ogHax)/pl g MOTEPSIIO TPOH?

— Iloyemy ThI IOJIKEH €ro NOTEPATh?

— HeBaxHno. OtBeTb, [I351. MHe BaXHO 3HaTh, KAKUM OyJeT
TBOM OTBET.

— MHe He Hy)eH TPOH M O0rarcTsa, s... — 3aMOJIKJIa Ha T0-
JIyCJIOBE.

— CKaxu 3T0, — MOMPOCKJI OH, PUCTAJIBHO IJISI/IsI MHE B IJ1a3a.

— 4 mo6mio Teods. ..

W o oOpyimmicss Ha MOM TYOBI TOPSYUM TIOLIENTyeM, CMeTast
MOU COMHEHMS, 3aCTaBJIsAsi BEPUTh B CBOM CJIOBA Y MPU3HAHMSI.
Ho rnaBHOE B TO, 4TO s1 OCTaHYCh ISl HErO eMHCTBEHHO!N HeBe-
croit. JKenoit. JlioOumoii... BoT Tonbko moyeMy OH HUYEro He
TOBOPUT PO Halero Majsiiia? Eciu Bcé ocTanbHOE, UTO § CIIbl-
11aja — rnpaeja, TOo, HABEPHOE, U 3TO JIOJKHO OBITh MPABJION.

— V Hac Oyaer peGEHOK? — Crpocuiia TIEpBbIM JIEJIOM, Kak
TOJIBKO OCBOOOJWIIUCH TYOBI.

— Her, [I3s. Y Hac He Oyner aeteil.

— Ho nekapsp... {1 ciplmana. . .

— Thl JOMKHA CITyIIATh MEHS, — OTpe3as oH. — Hukakux aeren,



Ias1. Tl ke MpUHUMAJA TO JIEKapCTBO, KOTOpoe A JlaBaji Tede,
npasna? Tel He ociymanack MeHs M caejlaya TakK, Kak s CKazai?

41 HenoBko oTBena r1asa. [Ipu3HaBaThes, YTO CTONBKO BpeMe-
HUM 0OMaHbIBaJIa ero, ObLI0 HermpocTo. OIHAKO ECITU OH JIral MHE,
TO TIOYEMY s JOJIKHA ObL1a OBITH C HUM YeCTHOM ?

— Ox, [Ip1. .. — OH CxaJl pyKH B KyJaku. — Thl He JOJKHA Oblia
TaK MocTynarb!

—Ho 370 ObLJ1 eTMHCTBEHHBIN 1IaHC ocTaThesi ¢ ToOOo#! Thl cam
TOBOPUJI, UTO CBaJjh0a BO3MOKHA TOJIBKO TOCJIE POXKJICHUSI TIep-
BeHIIa. S He xoTesna, 9TOObI Tl OTKA3AJICS OT MEHS. . .

— $1 u He ymaut oT TeOst OTKa3bIBaThC !

— Ho npuBé3 apyryio HeBecty!

Mpel cMOTpesu Ipyr ApYry B Ila3a HEKOTOPOE BpeMs, a [IOTOM
OH BHOBb MEHsI OOHSIII.

— M=l Bc€ vicnpaBuM, Mos1 ieBouKka. He OyneT HUKakux apy-
rux HeBecT. He Oyner otka3oB. U eciu Thl 3aX04elllb, TO MbI IIPO-
Be/IEM CcBaZIeOHYIO IIepEeMOHMIO XOThb 3aBTpa. Ho mpexze. ..

— Ts1 HEe Xouens Moero pedéHka? — CJoBa BHIPBAIUCH CAMHU.
Sl HUKOrIa HEe ocMemMIach Obl TPOM3HECTH MX BCIIYX. A YK TeM
6oJiee — yCIIBIIAT €ro OTPUIIATEIbHBIN Ha 9TO OTBET. BOT TOJIBKO

9TOT CaMblil OTBET 1 yBUJIEJIa B €ro I7a3ax... — Ho kak xe?

— Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO THEW MPUIET JIEKapbh U PELIUT 3Ty MpO-
onemy, [os1.

—Ho...

— Her. Tb1 He cTaHels MHe poTuBOpeuYnTh. U cienaenib Tax,
Kak s CKaxy. DTo He 00CyKIaeTcsl.



OH pe3ko Bcral.

— INonexw moka, s MpUKaxy 3aBapuTh TeOE TPaBbl M BEPHYCh.
TeOe HyKHO HAOUPATHCS CUIL.

C TMMHM CI0BaMM OH OCTaBWJI MEHA OHY. A £ 00 CMOT-
pena emy Bciaeq. [loueMy OH Tak pe3KO U3MEHNII CBOUM KE Tpe-
6oBanusm? [ToueMy Ha3bIBaeT HAIIETO MaJbiiia mpodaemon? 1
KaK CKa3aTb €My, YTO 51 HM 3a YTO He MOy Ha TO, Ha 4TO OH
MEHS TOJKaeT?

Sl mpunoxuna 1asioHb K CBOEMY COBEPIIEHHO OOBIYHOMY Ha
BU/J1 KUBOTY:

— Hukomy He mo3Bomo Teds1 oouaeTh, Kpomka. Hukomy, —
MIOBTOPUJIA YBEPEHHO.



I'nmaBa 3

[Tpexne 51 He BUAeTa MaJieHbKUX JieTell. PasHuiia B Bo3pacrte
c cécTpamu y MeHsl ObUla He Takas yXK OoJbllasi, XOTs B CBOU
OIMHHA/LATH s JII0OWSIa BO3UTHCS ¢ cemuieTHel Jleeid. Koneu-
HO, 3TO MaJI0 MOHO CPaBHUTb ¢ MaTepuHcTBOM. Ho noyemy-to
ceiiyac 4yBCTBOBaJa Ty € OTBETCTBEHHOCTH U JIIOOOBb K CBOEMY
HEPOXKACHHOMY ITOKA MaJIbIIILY, KaK K CBOMM CECTPEHKAM.

4 He 3Ha)A, moyeMy BApPYr Psii M3MeHn CBOE MHEHHUE, HO
Kako# Obl HM ObLJIa ero MpUYrMHa, MOE pellieHrue OCTAJIOCh MPEeXK-
HUM. «30aBnsThes OT mpodieMbl» s He codupanack. OgHaKo,
KaK OH Y TIPOCUJI, C HUM OOJIbIIIE STOT BOMPOC HE MOAHUMAIA.

Heckonmpko 1HEW 00 mpuxoja JieKapsl Mbl ITPOBENIM Tak, Kak
Oy/ITO BOKPYT HE CyIIECTBOBAJIO BOOOIIEe HU4ero. CTONBKO JacKu
Y HEeKHOCTH OT HEro 51 He BHjeia HUKoraa. Bo3aMoxHO, OH Jieii-
CTBUTEJIHHO M3MEHWJI (WJIM OCO3HAJI UCTUHHOE) OTHOIIECHUE KO
MHe€ M0cJIe UICTOPYUHU C MOMM UMEBLIMM BCE LIAHCHI CTaTh BEYHBIM
JensiHbIM cHoM. U ceifuac s Kynajiach B ero 3a00Te U TerioTe.

Hu 3a 4to He nmomymana Obl, YTO MOTY OBITh TaK CUACTIIMBA B
9TOM JieITHOM 3aMKe. HecKonbKo MecsiiieB Ha3ag MHe Ka3ajioch,
YTO KEPTBYIO COOOM, a TOMyJaeTcsl, 9To 0Opesa TaK MHOTO, KakK
HE pacCUMThIBaJIA MOTYYUTh HUKOT/IA.

Hakonerl moria v cama mpu3HaThCsl eMy B UyBCTBaX, paccka-
3aTh, KaK CHJIBHO OH CTaJl MHE JIOPOT 32 3T0 BpeMs. M momyduThb
B OTBET Te ke cjioBa. [loBepuTh B HUX HACTOJIBKO, YTO MIOYTH HE



COMHEBAJIACh, YTO K Mpuxoay Jekaps Paii nepenymaer. U 3axo-
YeT He MPOCTO KEHUThCSI HA MHE, HO M CO3J]aTh CEMBIO.

Bor Tos1BKO £ 3KecToKo ommodanack. M korjaa crycTsi HeCKOJb-
KO JIHEH SIBWJICS JIEKapb CO CBOMM KYTKHMM JIEKAPCTBOM, a 5 OT-
Ka3aJ1ach €ro MPUHUMATh, B 3aMKe IMPOU30LIEN CKaHJal.

Koponb peBen, jjoman meOesb, OWI TIOCYy, YOoexaan MeHs
BCEMU MpPaBJaMH U HEMpaBIaMH, TpeOOBaJI, IIAHTAKUPOBAT. ..
Ho Bcé 6b110 TIIeTHO. Teneps MOE MosiokeHre MycTh U He ObLIO
rapaHTOM Hallleld CEMbH, a HalIPOTUB, CTAJIO SIOJIOKOM pa3aopa,
HO OKa3aJI0Ch JIJISI MEHSI HE MEHEE BaXHO.

Korna, oTyasBImch 10CTydaThes 10 MeHsl, Pail BbIen, K yro-
BOpaM IPUCTYIWJI JIeKapb, TBEPAS, YTO MOM OPraHU3M CJIMILIKOM
cnad nociie 0OoJe3HH, UTO 1 HE CMOTY BBIHOCUTH OWTS U Oojee
TOr0, TIO/IBEPTHY yIpO3€ CBOIO KU3Hb. fI HE OUeHb-TO BepHJia ero
CJIOBaM, HO Jlake ecJii Obl OHU OBUTH TIPAB/IOH, TO HE OTCTYITWIIA
OBl

B BO311yXe BUTANIa HETOCKAa3aHHOCTh. Bce OHU 3HAM TO, YTO
He 3Haja 51 ojgHa. Ho HUKTO He coOMpasicsi pacKphIBaTh MHE 3Ty
TaiiHy. VIHTYMTUBHO s1 4yBCTBOBaJia, YTO C ITUM BCEM KaK-TO
CBSI3aHbl MPONABUINE HEBECTHI. TOMBKO MOATBEPKIEHUS Y MEHS
He 0b110. OTHAKO, MOYEeMy KOpPOJIb CHavasla TpeOoBasl y MeHs Ha-
CJIETHUKA, a TeTepb XO04eT U30aBUThCS OT HETO, S PEIUTETbHO
He nmoHumMasa. M kaxercs, H1 OMHO OOBSICHEHUE B MUPE HE CIO-
COOHO CTaTh J1sl MEHsI PallMOHAIBHBIM.

Oco3HaBas, YTO MOJ CEPALIEM HOLIY Hallero ¢ Paem masnbiina,
COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO ObUIA TOTOBA PUCKHYTh Y€M YTOIHO, YTOOBI



NOZIapUTh eMy ku3Hb. M He JolycKaia Jaxke MbIciad 00 oOpat-
HOM.

B urtore mocne yxona Jiekapsi Bce CIyrd NMPSATAIUCH KTO TTE,
JIMIIIL ObI He TTOMAJaThCs Ha TJ1a3a HAXOIUBIIIEMYCsI B SPOCTH TOC-
noauHy. Cam OH mpoosKa OyIieBaThb JI0 MO3HETr0 Beuepa, Tak
U He SIBUBIINCH KO MHE B KOMHATY. A ... 51 ObUla pacTepsiHa U
paccTpoeHa.

DTO CHayaja OH caM MHE Ka3aJiCsl Y’KACHBIM U Iyraiouum, a
€ro ycjaoBusl JUKMMHU U BapBapckuMu. Teneph 51 MpUBBIKJIA HE
TOJIBKO K €ro rpy0oil BHETHOCTH, HO W y3Haia ero jyuire. He
MMeJTM 3HaUYeHUs1 OOJIbITIe HU ero MaHephbl, Ha MOU B3IJIsIT, HEJIO-
CTaTOYHO BBICOKME JIJIsI KOPOJIsl, HA €ro IIpaMbl, KaK paHee Bbl-
SICHUJIOCh, TTOJTyYeHHBIE B CPAXEHHSAX, HU TeM 0oJjiee — ero Iio-
X0€ HacTpoeHue. BHyTpu MeHs 3pesia yBEPEHHOCTh, UTO OH He
MPUYMHUT MHE Bpe/a.

Buanmo, ero npu3HaHus B 4yBCTBaX KO MHE ObUIH OYeHb yOe-
JIUTeNTbHBL. S make He COMHEBasIach, YTO OH OTOC/IA OOpaTHO
TIOCJIE/THIOI HEBECTY, XOTsI OOJIbINIe He 3aroBapuBajia C HUM 00
9ToM. Ul He 6osi1ach MoMNacTh MoJ| TOPSIyo PyKy.

NmMeHHo nosTomy, mpoxk/iaB 40 camMor HOYM, BCTajla v Moluia
K HeMy B ITOKOM cama. BriepBbie 3a Bcé Bpemsi. Ho Ha cepptie ObI-
JIO TaK TSKEJO MOCIIE HAILIEW THEBHOU CCOPBI, UTO XOTEJIOCh CKO-
pee BHOBb OKYHYThCSI B €TO TEIUIO U OMSATh MOTYYHUTh IMOATBEP-
KJIEHUE, 4TO 51 JOpOra emy.

Psii cuaen Ha kpaio NocTesu, YpOHUB rooBy Ha pyku. M He
OoTpearupoBaj Ha MOE TOSIBJICHUE.



Tuxo st MprOMU3MIIACH U ceNla PSAOM C HUM, IPUCTIOHUBIIUChH
K CWJIBHOMY, IHIMPOKOMY IIEYY.

— INouemy ¢ TOOOI Tak CIOKHO? — CIIPOCHII OH BAPYT. — Th
B€/lb cama rOBOPUJIA, YTO MOE YCJIOBUE YKacHO. Tak rmouemy Te-
Nepb TaK CUJIbHO XOYEelllb 3TO JUTS?

— [ToTomy 4TO OH TBOA, — YCTPOMJIA CBOM MOAOOPOIOK HA HEM
ynooHee. — Torya s Te0Os1 He ToOWIIa.

— Ilymato, 4To Torja Thl HEHaBUJEJa MEHS, — YCMEXHYJICS OH.

— Ckopee mpocTo 00s1y1ach.

— 4 Tak yxacen?

— Tbl mpon3BOIMIIIL TAKOE BIIEUATIEHUE HA TEX, KTO HE 3HAeT
TeOs1 OJIU3KO.

— A Tenepk. .. Thl 3HaCIIb MEHS OJIM3KO?

— MHe kaxercd, Ja.

OH noBepHyJICsl KO MHe, 3arJis/ibiBasi B I71a3a.

— 3Haerib, moyemy ObLJIO TO yclioBue?

— Her. Pacckaxems?

— [Notomy uTO U 5 He MO Teds, a Tenepsb. ..

OH Tak u He npousHEC ITUX cloB. Ho mpexne yxke ckazan
MHOXECTBO Jpyrux. Jla u ero moctynku (MOMUMO TpeOOBaHUs
n30aBUTHCSI OT MOETO MAJIbIIIa) TOBOPHIIH O TOM Ke.

B moei1 rosioBe BhICTpanBajiach CTpaHHas KapTUHA, B KOTOPOX
peOEHKa OH MOT JKeJaTh TOJBKO OT HeIOOMMOM KEeHIIIMHBI. 3aTO
oT JiroOuMoi He xoTen. Kazanock, 4to Bc€ JOIKHO ObITh COBCEM
HaoOOpOT.

— Onywmatics, porry Te0si. MHe 60Jibilie He HyKeH HACJIeTHUK



IU1g TpOHA. §1 Ha3Ha4y CBOMM IIPEEMHUKOM JIpYToro.

A B3npornyna.

— JIpyroro? A kak xe Mou Maibii? [Touemy?

— He cnpammgaii. [Ipocto crnenaii, kak st roBopio Tede! — oH
BAPYI OKa3aJICs HA NIOJIy Y MOMX HOT, CKMMasi MOU pyKu. — JIs.
C Tex mop, Kak 5 yBuuen 1edsi, BCE MyqmiIcs COMHeHusIMA. U
BOT Tellepb, KOrja 51 BO BCEM YBEpeH, Thl... He mpoTuBbcesl.

— 41 He cpenaio Toro, 4To T Mpocuillb. M He N03BOIII0 HUKOMY
NPUYMHATH BPEJ HALLIEMY . ...

— Y Hac He OyzaeT fereii! — 3arpoMbIXas OH CHOBA.

— Yro X... — 5 pelMTenbHO BeTana. — Eciu Tak, To 51 BHOBb
MOT'Y OTIIPaBUTBLCS B JIOPOTY. ..

— Thl OCTAHEWbCA 3JECD. 4 He ormymty Tedst Oonbine
HU Ha 1ar orcoga. Bpems eme ectb. Mbl MOkeM BCE UCTIPaBUTS !

— 51 He MOTy BBIIMOJHKUTHL TBOK MPockOy. [IycTh 3Ha O HEM
BCEro HECKOJIBKO JHEH, HO yxke mooimo ero. CTonpKo pa3 npef-
CTaBJIslJIa HaIlIero ¢ ToOOH nepBeHIa. .. Y He OTKaxych.

OH ToXe BcTan u nopomen ommke. Tak, 4To MHE MPUIILIOCH
3alPOKMHYTh TOJIOBY, IJIsI[sl €MY B JIMIO, a €ro JIbIXaHhe Kaca-
Jock Moux ry0. CuiibHble, OOJIbIIIME JIQJIOHU JIENIM Ha MOIO Ta-
JIMIO, TIPUTSTUBAS K €r0 TeJly TaK, YTO MEKAy HaMH U JIUCT Oy-
Maru Obl He TIPOIIET.

— 51 He motepsiio TeOs1 TOXe, — OO0 OH BAPYT C TAKON
SAIPOCTBIO, YTO MOE CEpALIE CWIIBHO CXKaJloCh, U IMPUHUK K MOUM
ry0am B Tonesnye.

3aryxallMM CO3HAHUEM $I YJIOBHWJA BOT 3TO «TOXE», HO



JaJibllie KOPOJIb OIYCTWJI MEHsI Ha CBOIO OOJIBIIYIO TIOCTENb CO
IIKypaM¥ KaKUX-TO KUBOTHBIX Y 3aCTaBUJI 3a0bITh HE TOJIBKO 00
9TUX CJIOBaX, HO 000 BCEM Ha CBETe.

Hukoraa npesxie oH He ObUT TAKUM KECTKUM U HEKHBIM OfI-
HOBpeMeHHO. Hukoria He Kacajicsi MeHsl C TaKOW HEMPUKPHITON
KaHOCTBIO, OyITO OBI 3TA MOC/IEAHSS HOYb, YTO MbI TPOBOIVM
BMecTe. A yTpOM, KOr/ia sl MPOCHYJIACh Ha €ro JIOke, CIaIKO IMo-
TATUBASCh U3-32 MPUATHO HOIOUIMX MBI, OOHAPYKWIA, YTO B
KOMHATe COBEPIIEHHO OJIHA.

CrnyxaHka coOOIMIA MHE, YTO <«TOCIIOJWH» OTOBUT PaHO
YTPOM, KaK TOJIbKO HaYaJlo CBETaTh, HE COOOIII, KOTIa BEPHET-
csl, M He MPHUKa3bIBAJI HUYETo NepeiaTh MHe.



I'nmaBa 4

Oxkazarbcsl OpOIIeHHOW B HEM3BECTHOCTH HEBECTOH OBLIO
HerpusATHO. Ho eré Gosbilie MeHs BOJIHOBAJI TOT Pa3roBOp, KO-
TOPBIM COCTOSUICSI HakaHyHe. UTo mmen BBUIY Koposib? Bpone
ObI ¥ TOBOPWJT O CBOMX YyBCTBAX KO MHE 1 OJJHOBPEMEHHO KeJiall
«M30aBUTHCS OT MPOOJIEMbI», a YTPOM MPOCTO UCUE3.

Sl Hapesack, UTO, Kak OBIBAJIO PaHbIIIE, OH COBCEM CKOPO Bep-
HETCS B CBOW 3UMHMIA 3aMOK. Ho mporuio Tpu JHS, TOTOM MSATh,
a HUKaKUX BecTel He ObLIO.

W3HBIBast OT HEM3BECTHOCTU M TIEpeKMBAHUI 3a Halle Oymy-
miee, sl He Haxonwia cebe Mecta. A AyIily Tep3aiv He TOJIBKO CO-
MHEHHsI U3-32 €r0 TIOCTYIKOB, HO 1 HEXOPOIIHEe MPEIIyBCTBUS.
Bo3MOXHO, nake BIOJIHE BEPOSATHO, OHU OBLTH CBSI3aHBI C TEM,
YTO MHE BCE ke y/IajaoCh pa3rOBOPUTH OIHY U3 CITyKaHOK.

Kak Tosbk0 Ta y3Ha1a 0 MOEM IOJIOKEHUH, TO €€ BBIPAKECHHE
nmiia u3 6e3pas3IMYHOro CTaIo KamocTIuBbiM. OHa OblIa TOM ca-
MOW, KOTOpasi B HavaJie OTKa3ajach PaccKa3blBaTh MHE O TIPEXk-
HUX HEBecTax KOpOJis, M KaKeTcs TOH, KOro sl BUIea Mmo3xe B
TOM 3aJIe ¢ HUM. .. VI XOTd MHE Heuyero ObUIO IEJIATH C OOBIYHOM
TIPUCITY)KHUIIEH, BHYTPH BCE paBHO HEMTPUSTHO HBUIO OT MBICTIH,
YTO OH ObUT OJIM30K C HeW. XOTA cama Mo ceOe JKEeHIIMHA HE BbI-
3bIBaJIa HEMpUsI3HU. [la M KO MHE OTHOCHIIACh KaK pa3 C HauOOJIb-
UM COYYBCTBUEM, B OTIINYME OT OCTAJIbHBIX.

CHavaJsia OHa yroBapuBajia MeHs He cripanmBarh. [lorom ot-



Ka3bIBaJach OTBEYATh. A 3aTEM. ..

— BBl TONBKO HE myraitech, MUWJIEOU, — OMYCTWIA IJla3a B
noi. — Ho Bce Tpu KeHbI TOCTIOAMHA MCYe3JH, KOrjia ObUTH Ha
cHocsix. [loTom eme ogHa HeBecTa Toke. A OCTaJIbHBIX OH J1axke
70 JIO’Ka He AOBEN, CKa3all, uTo He TIOIXOAAT — BEPHYJI 0OpaTHO
CEMBSIM C MOJAPKAMU U BBIKYIIOM.

— W yeMm ke He OIOIIIN OCTAJIbHBIE?

— Jla oy oHM OObIYHBIE ObLITH, KaK MbI TYT OOJIBIIMHCTBO. A
TOCTIOJIUH MILET MOJYKPOBOK. . .

— 3adyeM eMy MOJYKPOBKH?

— Kr0 % 3Haet, mwiean. OH HaMm He IOKJIAABIBAET. 3a UTO KY-
nuia, 3a To npopato. Crpliliana pa3roBopsl ¢ APyruM MUJIOPIOM,
OH 4acTO K HaM IpUE3KAET, — €€ IEKU MOKPACHETH, Bbl1aBast
TOT (PAKT, YTO U JPYIrOro «MWJIOpAa» MPUCITYKHHLIA HE pa3 pa3-
BJIEKAJIA. . .

g Tyt *e Bctasa co cryaa. He xoTenoch BCOMUHATH TYT
HenpuATHYIO clieHy. Ho oHa oka3zasiach CMBIILIEHOM U, KaXKeTCs,
MOHS1JIA MOY MBICIIH.

— Bbl nepBasi HeBecTa, MWIEAU, C IPUE3IOM KOTOPON MUJIOP,
nepecTas yaejasaTb BHUMaHUE MOJIOIbIM CIIyKaHKaM. .. — OHa Ha-
yajia KOMKaTth B pykax ¢apTyk. — Bbl He qymaiiTe, roclofuH y
HAC CIIpaBeIMBBIN, He oOmkaer Hac. Ham camuM TyT X0poiio
KUBETCS. PaHbllle Tak ero *kjaau Bce... A teneps... Buaars, no
nyuie Bol emy npunuivcs. He 3muteck Ha Hac, Musequ. Mbl Tak
YK CKOJIBKO JIET JKWJIU, TPUBBIKJIM. .. HaJOXKHHUILI-TO HAIll KOPOJIb
HE 3aBOJIUT.



— 41 He 31mock, — MoKana ryosl, He 3Has1, KyJa ceOsi JeTh OT eé
npusHanui. HenoBko-1o kak! — Ckaxu Jiydlilie, 4To CIIy4rJIOCh
C ero K€HaMu?

— Toxe He 3Hat0, Musieau. Jlekapb 3Haet. K Hemy Musiopn yBo-
31 BceX. M Hu oftHy 0OpaTHO He TpUBE3.

Moe cepaue cxkanocb. HaBepHoe, y KOpois €CThb CEpPbE3HBIC
NPUYMHBI MOJIaraTh, YTO €CJU s MO OOJbIIEN YacTy YesloBeK, a
HE CUpEHA, TO TOXE HE CMOIYy MOJApUTh €My JUTSA, TaK €IllE U
HE BEPHYCh cama OT JieKapsl, Korja NpuaEeT Ha3HAYeHHBIN CPOK. . .
Crano kak-To He 1o cebe.

[locneanee BpeMs 37€ch S TOJBKO U JIeNaja, 4YT0 MevTasia o
TOM, Kakasl y Hac ¢ KOpoJiéM OyleT Kpenkasi U XOpolasi CeMbsl.
A Ternepb BbIXOIUT, YTO MHE YTPOKAET HEBEIOMAsI OMACHOCTb. . .
Wnm npocTo nopa 3aMEHMTS JIeKaps, Kak g ¥ JyMaja paHbiue!

Ho BMecTo TOrO, 4To0bl OBITH CO MHOH psiioM, Pt yexain B
HEM3BECTHOM HallpaBjieHUH. Pa3Be Tak MOXHO MOCTynaTh?

OT BCIIBIIIKY 3JI0CTH OTBJIEK CTYK Y ABepH. CiykaHka mooe-
’Kajia OTKPBIBATh, & BEPHYJIACH C IyHIIOBBIMHU IIIEKaMH, COOOIINB,
4TO «MPUOBUTA MUJIOPA, APYT rocrnoauHa». Ciaeaom 3a Heil Bo-
IEJ TOT CaMblid MY)KYMHA, KOTOPOT'O £ CITyTaJla C )KEHUXOM 37eCh
B CTOJIOBOM B CBOM MPHUE3/I.

— Muieau, npuBeTcTBYyI0 Bac, — OH 4yTh CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, HO
B3[JISIIOM OKMHYJI MEHS € TOJIOBBI 10 HOT. U cTalio Kak-To Henpu-
SITHO — CJIMIIIKOM YK BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTpeJ, OyATO OlIeHUBAJI.

— JloOGporo nHs1, — OTBETUIA 51, OKUAsS TIOSCHEHUH ero MpH-
OBbITHSI.



— Paii oTripaBuIics: o BasKHBIM JIeJIaM, 2 MeHsI OTIPaBHII 00ec-
neunth Baiy 6e3omacHocTs, Musiequ. Mens 30ByT [Iom. A Bac,
HACKOJIbKO 3HaI0, [[3517 Mbl MOIJIM ObI OITYCTUTh (POPMAJIbHOCTH,
pa3 yx Bar xxeHux Mout OIM3KUH YT . ..

— 41 661 Ipeanowia coomoaath (OPMaIbHOCTH, — OTOIIA K
JIpPYyrou CTopoHe crojia. — Pazymeercs, Mbl OKakeM palylIHbIA
MIPUEM TOCTIO MOETO KEHUXA.

[Ipu 3THX COBaxX OH MOILIO MOIMUIHYJ CIIyKaHKe, a Ta 3a-
paenack. 51 xe enBa ynepxkanach, 4TOObl HE CKa3aTh, YTO TyMalo
no 3toMy nosofy. Ho uurars um Mopasib B MOM TUIaHBI HE BXO-
awiio. Be€ ke 51 TyT moka He Xo3siiika. A eciiv Obl ¥ ObLiIa — pa3Be
MHE MEHSATh T MOPSIKU, KOTOPbIE YCTAHOBUII UX KOPOJb? XOTs
CMYTHbIE COMHEHUS] MYUYWJIA U3HYTPHU.

[Toka ero Her B 3aMKe, 3asBJISETCS €r0 HACTOIBKO OMM3KUINA
JIPYT, UTO OH JOBEPSIET EMY CBOIO HEBECTY, TaK €IIIE U MO3BOJIsI-
€T OCTaThCsl C HeW HaeluHe (He CUMTasi CIYr) B CBOEM KUJIUILIE.
BepositHo, P3i1 nyuiiie 3HaeT, 4To [1e1aeT, HO MHE TaKOe He MO
ayire. K tomy ke, 3ot [I9M sSIBHO coOmpaeTcst He MPOCTOo TYT MO-
TOCTUTh, & XOPOIIIO MPOBECTU BPEMsI B KOMITAHUM MPUCITYKHHUII.
Io kpaitHeit Mepe, OHOM TaK TOYHO.

41 ne morna ocyxaarte e€. [Tocne npoBea€HHBIX ¢ Paem Houeil,
Ternepb MOHUMAJA, YTO, HABEPHOE, OIMHOKASL KEHIIIMHA MOXKET
XOTETh JIACKH, a YK OT CBOETO JIU TOCTIO[JIHA UJTU MIPUSTHOTO APY-
roro MUJIOp/a — JeJio BTOpoe. I 1aBHOe, UTO €€ K 9TOMY HUKTO He
MPUHYkKAaeT. XOTs MHE U KpailHe HEMPUSATHO MPOUCXOJISIIEE.

OtaaB ykazaHusi 0OeCHeUUTh TOCTS BCEM HEOOXOAUMBIM, S



yAAIUIaCh MOA MPEJIOroM IUIOXOro camovyBcTBUsl. HaxonuTs-
CA C Yy’)KUM MYKYMHOM B OJHOM MOMENICHUH MHE HE MO3BOJIsI-
Ji0 BocniuTaHue. [la 1 HECMOTpsi Ha COBCEM HE OTTAJIKMBAIOIILYIO
BHEIITHOCTh, OBLIO B HEM YTO-TO pa3BsA3HOE, OTYEro Hallle ooIe-
HUE HE CKJIaJIbIBAJIOCh POBHBIM CYETOM HUKAK.

XOTs caM rOCTh SIBHO CUMTAJl MHAYE, BCAYECKU YIENSAs MHE
BHUMaHHE.

Crousio 6;1vke K Beuepy BBIATH MHE Ha TTPOTYJIKY, KaKk OObIY-
HO OJIHOM, TaK MOYTHU cpa3y f yCibllllala XpyCcT CHera no3aau u
obepHynack. [Ipyr KOpossi TpuOIMKAIICS CTPEMUTENBLHO, HAPO-
YUTO YJBIOASICH MHE U MPOTATUBAS CBOIO PYKY.

— 4 cocraBmo Bam komnanuio, [I35, — nocTtaBui OH MeHs 1ie-
pen gaktom.

— B 3TOM HEeT HEOOXOMUMOCTH, 5 IPEATIOUUTAIO TYJISATH OHA.

— Jla 6pockTe, TaKoW KPacUBOM JICBYIIIKE HABEPHSIKA OMHOKO
TIPOBOIUTH BpeMs Oe3 kKeHUXa, a sl MOTY €ro 3aMEHHUTh Ha BpeMs.

— IIpocture? — HaxXMypHIIack 5 OT IBYCMBICJIEHHOCTH CKa3aH-
HOTO.

— Ox, — paccmesiics OH, — sl He UMeJI BBUJ1y HUYEro Takoro. Bel
ciuikoM crporu ko MHe! Hy npsimo cHexHasi koposeBa [as!
[Toka Het Baitiero *eHuxa, Bel MOkeTe BbIIOXHYTh W IIPOBOJIUTH
BpeMs Tak, Kak Bam xouercs. 3Hat0, KaKuM OH MOXeT OBbITh C
HEeBECTaMH.

— W kakuM xe? — CMUPUBILIKCH C €r0 MPUCYTCTBUEM, S TIOIILIA
0 TPOMMHKE JIAJIbIIe, BBIXasl MOPO3HBIN BO3IYX.

— Psi1 Xxopommi mpaBuTeNb, HO BOT C KEHIIIMHAMH, HA MO



BKYyC, TpyoOoBar. [la u mopoii coBcem He crepxkat. M Bc€ HUKak
HE OCTAaHOBUTCS B BRIOOPE HEBECTHI HJIH XOTSI ObI ITPOCTO JIIOOOB-
HMIIbl, — CHOBA PACXOXOTAJICSl OH, MAaCKUPYsl CBOM HENpUSTHbIC
CJIOBA IITYTKOM.

Ecnu Obl OH cKa3at 3T0, KOrAa s TOJBKO MpUexaa, TO HoBast
uH(pOpMAIHS YKACHO Hamyrajga Obl MeHs. BoT Tonmbko Teneps s
3HaJIa CBOETO KEHUXA U C IPYI'OM CTOPOHBI, IOTOMY CJIOBA JIpyra
He UCIyTaJv U 1axe He oOuienu (61aro, pa3roBop co CIIyKaHKOM
00 OTHOIIIEHUSIX C KOPOJIEM COCTOSUICS paHbIlle, U MOYEMY-TO S
MOBEpUJIa B €€ MCKPEHHOCTD), HO 3aPOHIJIY JIOJII0O COMHEHUN B
TOM, TaKOM JIA OH Ha caMOM JeJfie Ipyr Paio, pa3 roBopur o HEM
BOT TakK 3a CIMHOM.

Kaxercs, c HUM HyKHO OBITb OCTOPOKHEe.



I'naBa 5

I[pouuto nBe Henenu ¢ oTbe3Aa Koposs. [Iam npoyHo odoc-
HOBAJICSI B 3aMKe U yXe BEN ce0sl eBa JIM He KaK XO3siMH. B BbI-
OpaHHON MM KOMHATE YacTeHbKO HOYeBasa BCE Ta JKe CITyKaH-
K2, a IHEM OH HE CTECHSJICS IPUXBATUTh €€ 3a KAKUE-TO BbIAA-
IOIIMECs] MecTa, eclii MeHsl He Obu1o nodmsoctu. Ho nmapy pas
s1 CTAHOBUJIACh HEBOJIBHOW CBUJIETEJIBHULIEN TAKOTO €ro MOBEJe-
HHSI, YTO MHE COBEPIIIEHHO OBbLJIO HE TI0 JyIIE.

W BcE ke OH MpOIoJKall HaBsI3bIBaTh MHE CBOE OOIIECTBO,
KaX[blil pa3 paccKa3biBasi ICTOPUU O APYKOe C MOUM SKEHUXOM.
BoT TONBKO B 3THX UCTOPUSAX KaxIbplil pa3 Pail BeIcTynan He ¢
JIy4IlIe! CTOPOHBI, 3aTO €0 JIPYT C €ro ke CJIOB BCETA BBIXOIUII
TepoeM.

Heckonbko pa3 OH mbITajICA NpUIEPXKATh MEHS 3a JIOKOTH,
yOexas, 4To s MOTy MOCKOJIB3HYThCS Ha Y3KOM, MPUIIOPOIIEH-
HOW CHEroM A0poxkKe. Kax b pa3 g mpocuiia He TporaTb MeHs,
Ha YTO OH HEIOBOJIBHO KPUBWJICS, HO TYT € HaTATUBAJI IPEXK-
HIOIO I00pOeIaTesIbHYyI0 MacKy.

— W Bcé ke, [1ps1, BBl CIUITIKOM CTPOTH K OKPYKAIOIIUM U cede.
Ms1 Morii Ol 0OIIAThCS HEe Tak (pOpMasibHO, BE/Ib COBCEM HE
gyxue. S Onu3Kkuil yenoBek i Barero skeHuxa, a 10 CUX 1Op
3Ha 0 Bac mmimb Kpoxu.

— Pa3 Mol JeHuX He MocuMTas HyXKHbIM paccKka3biBaTb Bam
6onble, TO He cTaHy | 5. [Ipomry MeHs moHATh. MBI He 00CyX-



JaJIi STOT BOMPOC, U 51 HEe TIoJyJasia ero mo3BoJieHrue Ha oOiie-
Hue ¢ Bamu, — nbiTanach YBWIbHYTh OT pa3rOBOPOB U €ro MpH-
CYTCTBHUSI.

— Hy uro Bbl, kakoe no3BosieHue! — BCILUIECHYJI OH pyKamu. —
[MoepbTe, co mHOI 0HO Bam He TpeOyercs! [la u... — MyxunHa
MOHU3WJI TOJIOC, — Y HAC ¢ BaMu MOTYT OBITh MaJIeHbKHE CEKPEThI
OT MOETO JIpyra.

— OTHI0/1b, — HE COITIACKJIACh 51 U YCKOPWJIA 111ar, MevTas Mo-
CKopee n30aBUThCS OT ero odriecTBa. — CeKpeToB OT OyAyIlero
MYy’Ka Y MEHS HeT.

M BOT nocie 3TuX CJI0B rOCTh KAK-TO CTPAHHO YCMEXHYJICS.

— A Bbl HajieeTech CTaTh €ro KeHou, MuJiean?

— Ilouemy Her? — maxe OCTAHOBWJIACH, ITIAS €MY IMPSAMO B
r1asa.

— o Bac masio komy ygajioch 3TO, @ KOMY YAaJOCh... — OH
pa3BEn pykamu. — MoxeT, He Tak Yy 00s13aTeJIbHO CTAHOBUTbHCS
JKEHOW, KOTOpasi MOTOM MOXET MPOCTO MUCYE3HYTh, U PACCMOT-
peTh OoJiee IOCTYITHbIe BAPUAHTHI?

— BapuaHTbl? — yquBUIIaCh s, COBEPUIEHHO HE TOHUMAas1, O YEM
OH I'OBOPMT.

— Bor, Hantpumep, g Toxe Uiy NOAXOAAILYI0 napTuio, s, —
BJIPYT FOPSTYO MPU3HAJICSA OH, CXBATUB MEHS 32 PyKY CBOMMM IOT-
HBbIMU JIAJOHSIMU. — W Kak MHe Kaxetcsi, Mbl ¢ Bamu nyeanbHO
APpYr Opyry HOAXOJUM.

— Boi?! — g gaxe pacrepsiiach OT ero cjioB. — f HeBecta Ba-
mtero apyra! O yém Bel roBopure?



— O oM, uto Bl MOXkeTe cTaTh Moeli HeBECTOM ! — MBLIKO MPU-
3HAJICA OH, pacKpeiBasi KapThl. — C TOro caMoro jAHs, KakK TOJb-
KO s yBUJeN Bac, Tak cpasy ke motepsil rojoBy OT JiioOBU. Be
HeBepositHasi! Kpacusas! [loopas! aTepecHas!

— Ilocroiite-Ka... B ToT neHb, korna Bel yBuaenu meHs Briep-
BbIE, Ha MHE OblJIa HAKUJIKA, — HATIOMHWJIA 1, ¥ TIPOYJIa B €O IJ1a-
3ax gocamy.

— BHelHocTh — He IaBHOE, — HAIIENCA TYT ke, — MEHs pu-
BJIeKJIa Bama nyma.

— U xak xe Bbl paccMoTtpenu e€, 1o3BoJibTe y3HaTh, HE BUIS
Iake MOMX a3?

— Moé cepaue. OHo noackazano, — U TaK Y HEro CKJIaJHO 3TO
BCE MOJy4YaJIOCh, UTO HA MUI MHE MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH MOT' caM
BEPUTH B TO, YTO TOBOPUJL.

Ho notom s HanomHMIIa cede, Kak OH BeAET cedsl B moceiHee
BpeMSl, U KaKKe BelY FOBOPUT MHeE Ipo Pas.

— botock, uro Baiile npu3HaHue HEMO3BOJUTEBHO IS Je-
BYILIKU Moero craryca. Ilosroproce. S — HeBecra Baiero gpyra
Y KOPOJIS.

— DTO CEerofiHs OH KOpOJb, a 3aBTPa — KTO 3HAET, — TYMaHHO
OTO3BaJICs TOT, KOro Paii cunran gpyrom.

— O uém Bmi? Tosicaute, — norpedoBaa.

— Pa3 Bl He xoTuTe ObITH OTKPOBEHHOW CO MHOM, TO U S HE
MOT'y TIO3BOJIUTH ceOe ITOro, — OH MOJAMUTHYJI MHE, Ha 9TOT pa3
CKpHBIBasi 3a YJIBIOKOW YMCTOM BOJBI MAHTAX.

Jla, s ObUTa HAUBHOUM B OTHOIIEHHUSIX C )KEHUXOM U TIEPBBIM



MY>KUMHOW B MO€M KU3HU (HaJEI0Ch, UTO U nocaeqHum). [lenana
MHOT'O OIIMOOK Y HE IIOHMUMAJIA TO, YTO JII00ast ONbITHAS JKEHIIN-
Ha MOHs11a Ol cpazy. {1 He OblIa TMOKOIA, He yMeJa MOACTPOUTHCS
TIO/I HETO W MPUBS3ATh K ce0e Tak, YTOObl CTaTh HEOOXOTUMOM.
Ho nycrte Haim otHoIeHus ¢ PaeM Havyanuch HEMPOCTO, OH Ha-
HIET KJTIOYMK K MOEMY CTBIIJIMBO MIPUKPHIBAIOIIEMYCSI paMKaMU
npuanuus cepaiy. M BMecTe ¢ 3TUM s 4yBCTBOBasa €ro He3pu-
MYIO MOJAEPKKY U YBEPEHHOCTbD.

Tenepb MHE HE Ka3ajoCh, YTO S JIMIIb OJHA U3 MHOTUX €ro
HeBecT. Paii He TOT My X4KMHa, KOTOPBIF OpOcaeT CIoBa Ha BETep
— TI0 KparHeW Mepe, ero NocaeqHUE MOCTYIKU TOBOPUIN UMEH-
HO 00 3ToM. OH UCKal MeHS B JIEASTHOM JIeCy, OH CIac MeHsI U
ObLT Tak 3200TMB. U axe TO, 4TO OH BHE3AITHO yeXaJsl, He MOTJIO
MOIOPBATh MOIO BEpPY B HETO.

OpHaKo, Kakoi Obl HEBUHHOM 51 HY ObLIa, HO ceriyac Mo€ cepji-
1€ MOJICKa3bIBAJIO, UTO YEJIOBEK Mepeio MHOM HE UMEET MOJI0KHU-
TEJIbHBIX HaMepeHU. V1 OTToro MHe XOTeloCh Kak MOXHO CKO-
pee MpeKpaTuTh Halll pa3roBop.

— Bcé xe s He cuutalo ymectHeiMU Barm cioBa. U e Gepy
Hazaj cBouX. 51 — HeBecta Koposist CeBepHOro Kpasi, U €10 OcTa-
HYCb.

JIoM cmeput MeHsl CTPaHHBIM B3[JISIIOM U BIPYT PacCMesiyics
B CBOEH OOBIYHOI MaHepe, NepeBosi BCE B IIYTKY.

— Ox, pa3symeertcs, 1 1 He cOOMpaJicsl MPEeTeHI0BaTh Ha KeH-
LIMHY MOEro apyra, [Iasa! Xortd 310 1 He oTMeHseT Mmoux K Bam
9yBCTB. Buanmo, cTpagats MHE OT Hepa3aeaeHHO! MoOBu ! — To-



KJIOHWICS M HAKOHEL OCTaBUJI MEH A OIHY. BO3MOXHO, OH T Ha-
KOHEIl, YTO €ro CJIOBA MEHS HE TPOraloT U OTCTYIUICA?

Tonbko pagoBanack s HELONTO.

CrepyomyM Be4epoM B 3aMOK MPUOBUTA HECKOJIbKO COBET-
HUKOB, KOTOPBIX IpeXk/e A BUAEIA HA LIEPEMOHUM IIPE/ICTaBIIE-
HUS MEHS B KQUECTBE HEBECTHI. BeTpedars MX MPaKTUYECKU KaK
XO35IMH BbIIIIEJT HAlll HA K MECTY OUY€Hb MHUIIMATUBHBIN I'OCThb. 32
HUM TOCJIeIoBaja 5, CYUTasl, YTO UMEI0 MPAaBO XOTsI ObI IPOCTO
3HaTh, YTO BOOOIIIE Mpoucxoaut. Ho ycipliiaHHOe MoBepriio Me-
HS B IIIOK.



I'naBa 6

CoBeTHHMKY TMOMPUBETCTBOBAIM MeHs U Apyra Pas, a motom
BIIEPE, BBILLEN O/IVH.

— CpoK, OTITyITIIeHHBIN KOPOJIIO HA TO, YTOOBI 003aBECTUCH Ha-
CJIETHUKOM, UCTEKaeT coBceM CKopo. Buepa oH He siBuics Ha
Ouepe/IHOM COBET, a MOTOMY HAMH MPHUHSTO pellieHre He JI0KU-
JaThCsl UCTEUeHU s OTITyIIeHHoro rofga. Hamu Oynet n3dpas ipy-
roi KOpojib. A JieByIIKa OyAeT OTHpaBiieHa OOpPaTHO B POJHBIC
Kpasi, — TOPKECTBEHHO MIPOBO3IJIACKIT OH.

— Ilo kakomy mpaBy BbI npriHMMaeTe Takue pelieHusi B OT-
CYTCTBHE KOPOJIsi? — B BO3MYILIEHHUH 51 CITYCTHJIACh Uy Th HUKE TIO
JIECTHULIE.

B npouuielil pa3, Korjaa crosiia repej HUM, X0TeJIOCh CTOPETh
CO CTHIIA. A Teriepb He coOOMpaiach MO3BOJISITh ITOU CTallKe Hen3-
BECTHBIX MHE JIOJIel pemarb Moo cyap0y. K Tomy ke, moxoxe,
OHH HE COBCEM B Kypce, UTO HACJIETHUK y KOpOJIsI BCE ke OyaeT.
Buniumo, Toponui OH MeHs1 N3HAYaJIbHO UIMEHHO MO3TOMY.
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