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B crapom tuxom paiione IlerepOypra ciydaercss HEMBICTMMOE — C KPBIIIA OTHOTO
13 IOMOB TagaeT MyxurHa. ClieICTBHE YTBEPKIAET, UTO yIMacTh €My TTOMOIJIH.

W mopo3peBaeTcst B 3TOM MPECTYIJICHUA Maiop Toiuiuu Astekceid TkaueHKo.
JKenas nokazaTh HEBUHOBHOCTh CBOETO MY’Ka, B JIeJIO BMeluBaeTcs AJleKcaHapa

— HauMHAWIIas MMcaTeIbHUIIA, JaMa 0aTb3aKOBCKOTO BO3pacTa ¢ 000CTPEHHBIM
YYBCTBOM CIPaBE/ITMBOCTH, KOTOpas Me4TaeT HalmicaTh KpyTou AeTeKTuB. [lesno
CTaHOBUTCS BCE OoJiee 3aIyTaHHbIM, Be/Ib BCKPHIBAIOTCS MEJIKME TallHbI CEMbH U
TI0OOBHBIE MOXOXKACHUS TIOMHIIeCKOro. BripoueM, ocHOBaHUSA 151 yOMICTBA €CTh U
y IPYTUX YYaCTHHUKOB Iporiecca. Jlaxke y MecTHOro KpuMHHAJIBHOTO aBTOpHUTETa. 3a
paccienoBanue Oepércs onep KOpuit MepkynoB - o0asTeIbHbINA XeHOHEHABUCTHUK,
JUTSL KOTOPOTO BaXXHO HAMTH HACTOSAIIETO YOUIITY, a He TTPOCTO 3aKPHITh JIEIO.
Crapasich He MOaBaThCsl UyBCTBAM, OH ITPUKJIAIBIBAECT BCE YCUIIHS, YTOOBI
HEBUHOBHBIE HE ObUIM OOBUHEHDI.
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Hartaabpsa Anap4eHKo
JIr000BL — HEe TOBO/T

I'maBa 1

BecHa yxe BCTynuiia B CBOM IpaBa, XOTh M HE CIIEIIMJIA PaJ0BaTh rOpoKaH TerjoM. B okHO
YBEPEHHO 3ariIsbIBAJIM COJHEYHbIE JIyUd, HO TEPMOMETP HACTOMUYMBO Mperynpexal O TOM, YTO
1iepBoe TerIo OOMaHYHUBO.

FOmus IlerpoBHa kapwiia y IUIMTHI KOTJIETHI M C HACJAaXIEHUEM IOIVIs/IbIBasIa B OKHO. BoT, y
JKUJIBLIOB JOMa HAaIpOTHB pacliBenu opxujien. Kak kpacuBo! A 3taxoM Bblle Ha (pOpTOUKe pas3nercs
OrpOMHBIi Oeblil KOT. Toxke pagyeTcss BECEHHUM COJTHEYHBIM JIyUaM.

Barisan FOmmu IeTpoBHBI CKOJIB3MIT IO OKHAM OOJIBIIOTO COCEHET0 JOMA U B KAKOM-TO MOMEHT
MEJIbKHYJI y QHTEeHH.

Ha, Tak u ectb. Ha Kpbiie kakoe-1o apuxkeHre. CUIysT B KalIOIIOHE U HIANKe. A TOCKOJIbKY
cama Onus IleTpoBHa jxuiia Ha TPETbEM 3Taxe, TO U MOJTHOCTBIO CHITYIT OHA ITOHAYaJTy ¥ He 3aMeTHJIa.

TyT neHcuoHepKa MOYyBCTBOBaJIA 3alax MPUTOPAOIIMX KOTIET U MepeKJIIoYnIa CBOE BHUMA-
HIe Ha CKoBopoay. OHa OBICTPO Iepesiokuia KOTJIETH Ha TapesiKy, a caMma CHOBA YCTaBHJIACh B OKHO.
VK CIMIIKOM MHTEPECHO OBLJI0, YTO JIeJI1ajl Ha KPbILE TOT YeJIOBEK, Beb MAaJOBEPOSATHO, YTO B TAKOE
paHHee BpeMs NPUOBbUIN «aHTEHIIMKH», KOTOPbIX OOBIYHO MECALAMU He A0KIEIIbCA.

keksk

Kanuran nonuimu, cnegoBarens Asiekcell TkaueHKo, BO3Bpalajcs JOMOM, KOrAa CTEMHEJIO.
Ero cynpyra, Anekcanpa, pazorpeBajia yK1H, 3Hasi, YTO MYK MPUAET Kak BCErAa FOJIOIHBIM U yCTaB-
M. JIeTH yxe OTAbIXaJd, CTapasich BBICIATHCS MEPejl NOCAEJHUM IIKOIbHBIM JHEM B YETBEPTH.

Yro Xk Temeps Nojenaeib — OHa cama BhIOpasia ero B MyKbsl, IIPEKPacHO OCO3HaBasI, YTO OOJb-
IIyI0 YaCTh BpeMEHU OH OyJeT MPOBOAUTH Ha padoTe.

OpnHako BpeMs 110, HO OfIMH (PaKT BCE-TAaKM HayaJl yapydaThb keHIMHy. OHa xkaena o CBoeil
COOCTBEHHOI HeHaI00HOCTH. JKeHaThl OHM ObUTH Y:Ke OOJIbIIIe AECATH JIeT. A paboTarh Cynpyr AJek-
CaH/Ipy He MyCKaJ, XOThb OHA, MMesl I0puAnYecKoe oOpa3oBaHUe, HE pa3 Mpocuia YCTPOUTh €€ B
CJIE/ICTBEHHBI KOMUTET. XOTs1 Obl cekpeTapéM. OT CKyKH WM OT Oe3bICXOAHOCTM OHA Harjcasia
HECKOJIbKO KE€HCKHMX POMAHOB, KOTOPBIE TaK U OCTAJIUCh «HAIMCAHHBIMU B CTOJ», MIOCKOJIbKY UMHU
HE 3aMHTEPEeCOBAIOCh HU OHO U3JaTesbcTBO. OTHAKO HE TOJIBKO MUCATEIbCKUI TANAHT, HO U I0pU-
AnYecKoe 0Opa3oBaHKe JaBaso O ceOe 3HATh, MOITOMY AJleKCaHpa Jieliesiyia OOJbIIYI0 MeUTy BBIITY-
CTUTb B CBET HACTOAIIMI AeTeKTUB. Kaslb TOJIBKO, MaTepUaloB HUKAKUX y HEE He ObLI0, a Cymnpyr
CJIMLLIKOM HECepbE3HO BOCIIPUHUMAI €€ YBJIEYEHHUE, I03TOMY O IIOMOILH C €r0 CTOPOHBI MOXKHO OBLIO
HE pacCUMTHIBATb.

JKenumHa ycipliana 3ByK OTKPBIBAIOLIEHCS IBEPU M TYT ke MOJIOKWIA YXKUH HA TapejKy,
MIOCTaBMB €€ Ha CTOJI. B KyXHIO BOIIEN BHICOKMI IJIOTHBIA MY KUYMHA B KOJKAHON KOPUYHEBOM KypTKe
C MaNKOH JOKYMEHTOB B pyKe:

— IlpuBer, — Anekcanjipa nofonuia K Cynpyry u nouenosajia ero. — Moil pyku, paszaesaiics,
s Te0e yxke MOJIOKUIIA YKUH.

MykurHa ynsIOHYJICSI, OPOCHB YCTaBIIMIA B3IJISL HA CTOJI.

— [Ipuset! A Murom. Ycran kyTKo, HO TOJIOJHBINA Kak BOJIK. [locTaBuIlb yailHUK? — yke U3

BAHHOW JOHECCS MYKCKOU rOJIOC.
skksk
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Beuep mporién crnokoitHo, Kak W OOJBIIMHCTBO BEUEPOB B 3TOM KBaptupe. U TombKo miepen
CHOM y AJIeKCaHJIPHI CJIerka KOJIbHYJIO B oOacTu cepania. bomb e€ He 3axBaTwiia, HO 3aKpajioch B
JOyUIy KaKOe-TO JIETKOE IPEJUyBCTBHE. ..

— Crpannoe uyBcTBO. Kak OyATO 51 4TO-TO BasKHOE HE CHeTaa. .. — yKe JIEXa B [TOCTeINH, 3a/IyM-
YMBO CKa3aja OHa.

— Tonbko He TOBOPH, UTO Thl M3-32 KOHIIA YE€TBEPTU TaK HEPBHUYAEIIIb, — OTO3BAJICS CYIPYT,
yCTpauBaoIuics psiioM. — OLEHKH — 3TO He CaMOe TJIABHOE B JKU3HHU.

— Her, xoneuno. Ho 4yBCTBO Kakoe-TO HEXOpouiee. . .

— Unu ciona, s Tebss oOHMMY, 1 BCE OyaeT XOpoIo!

— I'maza 3akpbIBatoTCs, — yIBIOHY/IACH KEHIIMHA U Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT YCHYJIA.

skkook

Mapus I1aBioBHa BbIIIUIA C yTpa MOpaHbIIIe ¢ MyCOpHbIM naketoM. OHa BeIOpachIBajia Mycop
TMIOYTH Ha paccBeTe, YTOOBI HUKTO He BUJEN, YTO MMEHHO OHa notpediser. [lapanoiin y He€ He ObLIO,
HO TapakaHbl B TOJIOBE MHOT/Ia COOMPAIMCH HA COBEIAHMUS, B351B Opa3 bl PaBJICHUsI pa3yMOM B CBOM
OBICTpBIC JIAITHI.

Beriina u3 napagnoii, Mapus [aBioBHa yoequiachk B TOM, YTO COCEIH €IIE CIIST, U HAIIPaBU-
JIach K COCEJHUM JIOMaM, T/ie CTOST MycopHble Oaku. [Ipoxost MUMO JIaBKH MPSIMO B LIEHTPE J1BOpA,
CTapylIlIKa YCIbIIIaia 3a CIIMHOM rpoxoT. OHa 00epHYJIach M B yKace 3aKkpryaiia, TyT jKe 3aKpbIB cede
obermu pykamu pot. [TakeT ¢ MycopoM, KOTOPBI OJIarornoyvYHO pa3opBasicsi, BCEM CBOUM Pa3HO00-
pasueM pacchinajcs 1o 3emie.

Heckonbko cekyna Mapus IlaBinoBHa cMoTpesnia Ha TeJO0 MYXKYMHBI, BHE3AITHO OKa3aBIIIEeCs
npsiMo niepe] napagHoit. OHO Jiexkano B TaKOW HEYJOOHOH Mo3e, UTO CTapylIKa 3aCOMHEBaJach B €ro
KU3HECTIOCOOHOCTH. KeHIHa B3MIsIHYIIA Ha KPBIIITY, TOTOM 110 CTOPOHAM, CTapasiCh MOHSTh, OTKyAa
OHO 371eCh MOIJIO OKa3aThcs. He oOHapykuB Oosbllie HU OHOM 1BO# aymu, Mapus [1aBioBHa cie-
Jlajia HECKOJIBKO II1aroB B CTOPOHY JIEKAIIIEr0 MYKUMHBI U TYT K€ BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Own, Bura!?

JKeHlyHa ¢ COMHEHHMEM IOCMOTpEIa Ha Pa30pPBAHHBI MAaKET C MYyCOpPOM, BaJIsIBLIMKCS
MIOCpeu IBOpa, IIOTOM CHOBA B3MJIsSIHYJIA Ha JiexkKallee Tesno. To ObUT CJIOXKHBINA i He€ BHIOOP, HO
TapakaHbl B TOJIOBE Pa30eKaJMCh IO yIiiaM, M0ITOMY pa3yM BocTopskecTBoBasl, 1 Mapus [laBnoBHa
YTO OBUTO CHJI 3aKpUYasIa:

— INomorwute! [Momurms!

skkosk

VY1po B cembe TKauyeHKO HAYaJIOCh C FPOMKOTrO TesiehOHHOTO 3BOHKA. AJIEKCaH/Ipa yXke JaBHO
HE yIMBIISUIACh PAHHUM BBI30BaM € pabOTHI CYIIpyra, HO 3TOT Jaxke el MOKA3aJICs TOJ03PUTEIbHBIM.
Omna ¢ TpeBoroi B3MIsIHY/Ia Ha My:Ka, Ha JIMIE KOTOPOTO MOSIBUJINCh OTTEHKH YKaca.

— Jléma, 4To CIIy4nsoch?

— JlexxypHblil 3BOHIII. XOTeJl MopaHblie, yTod s He ycnes BblexaTb. Y Hac Tpyi. [Ipsmo TyT.
B x€ntoM oMe HAPOTUB.

— Ja nagHo? B cempaecar yerséprom? A 4rto 3a Tpymn?

— Bpone noxoxke Ha caMOyOUICTBO, HO THI € 3HAeIllb, KAk OHO ObIBaeT... B obiem, mouay s
cobupatbes. BeposiTHo, cerogus Oyay mo3aHo. [103BOHI0, — MyXKUMHA MOIEIOBAJT CYIPYTY U BBIIIE
U3 CIaJIbHU.

Anekcanzipa 3agymanach. ¥ HHUX TakoOM THXW paiioH. Bcex «HeOnaronomy4yHsiX» OHA 3HAeT
JIMYHO. DTO KaK pa3 Te JIOAU, KOTOPhIE B CAMYIO TIOCIIEAHIO OYepe/ib PeliaT JUIIUTh ceOsl JKU3HMU.
Uro x Tam 3a camoyouiictBo? Eil oueHb XOTeIOCh OfIEThCS M XOTh M3AAJIM MMOCMOTPETh Ja MOCy-
I1aTh, YTO TOBOPSIT, HO OHA OOsIACk, YTO CYNPYTy 3TO HE CIIMIIIKOM MOHpaBUTCS. Benb oH OepekeT
e€ OT Bcex HenpusaTHOCTeN. Jla 1 AeTeil HyKHO OTIPABUTH B IIKOJTY. AJIEKCaH Ipa BHIIJISIHYJIA B OKHO,
yOeausach, 4YTo OTTyJa HUYEro BUAHO He OyAeT, MOCKOIBKY BCE MPOM3OIILIO BO ABOPE AOMa HAIlpo-
THB, ¥ MOIIIIA HA KYXHIO, YTOOBI CBApUTH Ko(be, pa3 yXk MPUIILIOCh BCTaTh Tak paHo. Tem Gosee 4to
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BBICTIaThCSI COBCEM HE YIAJIOCh,  IPUBECTH Ce0s1 B COCTOSTHUE He TOJIbKO BEPTUKAJILHOE, HO U 0ofipoe
HE ITOMeIIajo Ol

skkook

VT1po B OTAee BBIATIOCH JIOBOJIBHO CHOKOWHBIM. Kanmtan ®omMuHA MPSAMO U3 «IEKYPKH»
HarpaBwiach B KaOMHET OHOTO U3 cienoBaresiell. OTKphIB IBEph O3 CTyKa, OHa TPOMKO MPOTOBO-
puna:

— JIo6Gpoe yTpo, TOBAPHIIl MAiop, — M TYT ke 3aKpblia 3a COOOM IBEPb.

— 31paBCTBYH — 3paBCTBY, TOBAPUIL] [IOYTU MAKOP, — 3aCMESICS MY>KUMHA, CUISAIINN 32 CTO-
JIOM.

— Oi1, Kons, s1 Te0s1 yMOJISIIO, ThI TOJBKO HE CIJ1a3b, — KOKETJIMBO OTBETUJIA KEHINHA.

— A 4ro TyT criaxkuBarh? [1aBHOE, KOCSKOB HE HATBOPHU. A OCTalbHOE yke 6e3 TeOs peruTcs.
Byner Tebe 1 3BaHue, U IOJKHOCTb.

— Hy, BoT 3710 emig He TouHO. .. TKaYyeHKO Toke MYKUK YIUIBIA, MOKET U MIOABUHYTb, — 3a/1yM-
YMBO 3aMeTUJIA KEHIIHA.

— Emy 681 niena pasrpectu! Cronbko riryxapeii! Kakoe emy nosbiienue?! A ceroms eme oauH
nob6aswics. Eciy, KOHEYHO, HA CaMOyOHMIICTBO HE CIMIITYT.

— a? — yauBwiach PomuHa. — B paitoHe HeCOKONHO?

— Tloka B pailioHaX HECHOKOWHO, MbI ¢ ToOOW, CBeTouka, U paboOTy UMeeM, — PacCMesiICs
Mariop. — Tak urto uau, paboTtai, a OTIbIXaTh IOTOM Oy/IeM.

— 1 yero 3axoguia-To, Kosnb, Thl Teniecpon Mot He Buaen? Jloma aymasna, 4To BEUEPOM 3/1€Ch
OCTaBHJIa, a ceiiuac CMOTPIO — HET.

— Jla, xak Bcerya B KakoM-HHOYb KapMaHe. TBOEM WM TBOMX KaBaJICPOB, — MOJMUTHYJT MY K-
YHMHA.

— Xa—xa—xa, OYeHb CMEIIHO, — CKeTITHYECKH YJIbIOHYIach CBeT/IaHa U BHIIUIA U3 KaOWHETA.

skkook

AJekcaH/Ipa BbI3BAJIACh POBOJUTS JAETEH B IIIKOJY, UTOOBI TYT ke BEPHYTHCS JIOMOM, He 3aX0/1s
o Jopore Jaxe B MarasuH. To ectb Kak gomoii... OHa nocnemnmia Bo IBOp foMa HarpoTtus. Crea-
CTBEHHas1 Tpymra enié padborana, Ho Ajekces 3/1ech yxe He Obut0. JKeHIuHa B3J0XHYa ¢ ooerde-
HueMm. Tesno yBe3nu, HO cyeTa y Napa/JHOW sIBHO YKa3blBajia Ha TO, YTO UIMEHHO 3/IeCh BCE U ITPOU30-
1LU10.

BricTpo olieHUWB cuTyaruio, AjlekcaHapa MPUCOSTUHUIIACH K TPYIITe 3eBaK, CTOMUBIIUXCS Y
3a00pUrKa JABOPOBOM TUIOIIA/IKH.

— 371eCh YTO-TO CAYUYMIIOCh? — OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCUJIA OHA.

— Cnyunnocs! Takoe CIy4riocs. .. — Hadaia ObUIO OfHA U3 CTapyIIeK, HO TYT ke Oblia mepe-
outa Ipyromu.

— Huuero ocodennoro, Butpka JIeoHOB M3 OKHA BBITIAIL.

— He u3 okHa, a ¢ kpeim. Y He BN, a CKUHYJIM! — YBEpeHHO Tiepeduia e€ meppasi.

— A TbI OTKY/Ia 3HACIIb, YTO CKUHYJIH?

— Butbka B uém Obi1? B criopruBHOM KocTiome. Kyna Hanpasisuicsi? Ha mpoGesxky! OH kax-
7oe yTpo OeraeT. A 3HAYUT, CEPATOHUH y HETO BhIpa0aThIBaeTCsA. A CYACT/IMBBIC JTIIOIU caMu ceOsl He
yOUBaIOT.

— Hy, 181, [1anna, 3arnyna, — pacxoxotayiach Bropasi. — CHoBa «KocMmononuran» nepeuurana,
yto Jiu? [lemxonoruns e Hama. [oiau aydiiie Mycop cBoi yoepy, BOPOHBI yke BCE pacTaIllvIIH.

«Butbka JleoHos. .. Hy, o kpaiiHei Mepe SICHO, UbE 3TO OBLIO TEJI0», — MogyMaia AJieKcaH/pa,
YJIBIOHYBIIIMCH Ha CJIOBA CTapyIleK.

Emg€ crano noHsITHO, 4TO 3/1eCh KPOME JIOMBICIIOB U TIepeOPaHOK HUYETro OOJIbIIIe HE YCIIBIIATS.
JKenimyHa oTtoruia nmogasblie, 9ToObl U3Jajieka OCMOTPETh MecTo. TaM, rje yrau MyX9rHa, BCE ere
nbUIAIO0 Oypoe TSITHO.
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«['oBOpPAT, 4TO OH PyXHYJI MPSIMO HaJ| CBOeH mapagHoid. Yto oH BooOIIe Aean Ha Kpbiie? Bor
OBl TIOMACTh HA KPBIIILY».

AJekcanzipa mpeKkpacHo MOHMUMAIa, YTO Cevac MbITaThCsl MPOOPAThCsl HA KPBIILY, MOKA 37eCh
nonuimsi, 6ecrione3no. HaBepHsika onu u onevaranu Bc€. [IoaToMy, OKMHYB BCE €€ pa3 MpucTalib-
HBIM B3IVISII0M, OHA HAIIPaBUJIACh K JIOMY.

Wugopmarmu He ObIJIO HUKaKOM, 1 BpsA Ju JI€ma eit uto-to pacckaxer. Ho yOMiicTBO B X
TUXOM paiioHe — 3TO UTO-TO U3 psifia BOH Bbixonsiee! M Anekcanapa He Morjia IpOMTH MUMO TaKOTO
COOBITHS.

«A MOXET, KaK pa3 3TO U €CTh TOT CaMblil IIAHC, KOTOPbIM IOMOXET MHE HAIMCATh HACTOSIIINIA
AETEKTUB ?» — JlyMaJla OHa 110 jiopore, — «Korza emme Takas BO3MOKHOCTb ITPEACTaBUTCA! A TyT UK
— HE XO4Yy».

Pa3mpbiuiss o ToM, 4TO B KHUTE, B OTVIMYME OT JKU3HU, CIOKET BCEr1a MOKHO JIOTSHYTh, JOIY-
MaThb U JIaXe NMPUCOYMHUTD, €CJIM HE XBATUT peabHbIX (DAaKTOB, AJIEKCaH/Apa YyTh HE CTOJKHYJIACh
C COCE/IKOM:

— Oi1, IOmus [MerposHa, poctute, 3agymManack. YyTh He ciubia Bac, — yiabpiOHyach oHa.

— 3apasctByid, CallleHbka. ITO 0 YEM 3TO Thl TAKOM UHTEPECHOM 3a/1yMajach?

— Ha, BoT, 0 npowuciiecTBuM 3ToM, Bbl, HaBepHOe, yxke cibliaim?

— To1 ipo youiictBo? Ciplnana yxe, aa. Mae Mapus [laBioBHa cpa3y MO3BOHMJIA, ThI K €€
3Haelllb, MI0Ka BCEM HE NepecKakeT, He ycrnokouTcs. CTpaHHO el€, YTO OHa CHavyala B MOJIULUIO
MO3BOHMJIA, a TIOTOM YK€ MHE. A sl yTPEUKOM CeroiHs KOTJIETKM Kapwia, J1a Kak pa3 BHJeja Ha
Kpblllie Kakux-To pedaT. Eme mogymana: yero aHTeHHy YMHSAT Tak paHo, Korja crist Bee? CTpaHHo.

— Pe6sr, FOmus [TerpoBra? TouHO HECKONBKUX BUACTH? — YTOUHWIA AJIEKCaH/Ipa.

— Hy, BOT Ha 4TO Ha 4TO, a Ha 3peHHe 5 MIOKa HU pa3y He )kajoBajach. 5 Kak pa3 paccMaTpu-
Bajla OPXUJEU, KOTOPBIE CTOAT HA OKHE TPEThErO 3Ta)ka B JIOME HAIIPOTHB: OX U KPacHUBbIE, TaKHE
HACBIIEHHO (pHOJIETOBbIE, IpKUE, U3/1aneka BuaaTh! VM TyT B3I Ha KpBILLy ynall, a TaM 3TH JBOE.
A TIOTOM, BUJMIIIb, KaK BCE OBICTPO 3aKPYTHIIOCHh — 3aBEPTEIIOCH.

— Omus IMerpoBHa, a CKOMBKO BpeMeHH ObuUIo, Korjaa Bel ux yBugemm? — Asekcanapa MmoHuU-
MaJia, YTO HY)KHO YTO-TO y3HaTh, HO YTO UMEHHO HEOOXOIMMO CIpAIlMBAaTh, OHA HE 3HAJA.

— A CKOJIBKO OBUTO BpEMEHH. . . — 3afymMajiach cTapymika. — Yacos mects yTpa. S Bctana, u cpasy
TOIITa Ha KyXHI0. [la, ObIJIO HaYasI0 ceAbMOro, MUHYT JECATh — MSATHAALATH CEAbMOr0, — YBEPEHHO
orBetuia KOnus IlerposHa.

— A Kak BBIIISIAENN 9TH 1Boe? — He Bepsi 0000 B yCIIEX STOr0 UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOTIO JIONPOCA,
crpocuiia AJiekcaspa.

— B kammommone oiH ObLT ¥ B IANTKe YEPHOU, TAKOW BHICOKHIA, KaK OyITO HAPOYIHO MPUTUOATICS.
A BTOpO# MeJIbKHYII cpa3y, ero s He pasrJisjesna, BUena TOJIbKO, YTO B CIIOPTUBHOM KOCTIOME ObL,
B CEpOM TakoM. Toro BBICOKOTO paccMOTpeJIa yKe KOrja OH 0OpaTHO IIE.

— Oo6parHo?
— Jla, oOpaTHO K Havasly JoMa, — YBEpEHHO OTBETHIa Oa0yIIIKa.
— Kak uHTepecHo. ... — cka3aia cama cebe BCayx AJieKcaHjpa.

— Troii Anekceli HaBepHsiKa Bc€ ObIcTpo packpoeT. Kak tam y Hux roopsar? Ilo ropsumm
caegam?

— Jla, yBepeHa, Bcé Tak u Oymer. Pacckaxky eMy o ToM, 4To Bbl BUienn, MOXKET, OH 3aX04eT
YTO-TO YTOUHHTb.

— Tonbko 5 ceromHs K cBaTaM ye3xkalo, IO3TOMY YK IO BO3BpallleHUH TOJIbKO. BOT kak pa3
KOTJIETKHM HakKapuiia, HECKOJIbKO OAHOUEK COJICHWI MPUTOTOBHJIA, 32 CBEXKUM XJ1eOoM uy. [loromry
y CBAaTOB HECKONbKO AHel. ChlH MeHs1 oTBe3€T. Ha MaimHe-To oHO ynoOHee. A IOTOM OHH C KEHOM
Y CaMH B OTITYCK TIOEIYT.

— Xopouo Bam otgoxnyTs, FOnmus IerposHal

— U 1ebe He xBopath, CarrieHbKa!
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IOmus [lerpoBHa, He TOPOIISACH, TOCEMEHUIA B CTOPOHY MTPOLYKTOBOTO.

«[IpusTHas cTapymika», — ¢ yJabIOKON cMOTpeia el B ciiej1 keHHa. OHY KUJIA B OJTHOM Mapaj-
HOM, TOJIbKO 0alyIIka — 3TakoM Bbille. OKHA MX KBAPTUP HA YJIUILY BBIXOJWIH, KaK pa3 B CTOPOHY
noma HarpotuB. lOmus [lerpoBHa, Kak U OOIBIIMHCTBO CTAPUKOB B IPEKJIOHHOM BO3pacTe, BCTaBaja
HU CBET HU 3aps, 3aHUMAJIaCh JOMAIIHUMH JIelaMH, Kak OyATo 60silach He YCIIeTh BCE BBIUMCTUTD U
BBIMBITh. «B Haiiem Bo3pacte», — ToBOpuiia oHa, — «HykHo Bceria ObTh Ha Yeky. B mo0oii MOMEeHT
MOKHO OTIIPABUTHCS B MUP MHOM. A noma rps3b? Hexoporto sto. Jlioau ke npuayT». Ho ripu aTom
cama Bceraa Oblia 6oapa 1 sHepruvHa. Yl Hukomy u3 tex, kto 3Hau FOmuio IleTpoBHy, 1 B rojioBy He
MorJ1a Obl IIPUIATH MBICTIb O €€ CKOPOI KOHUMHE.

Anekcanipa yIpIOHyJIaCh CBOUM MBICIISIM U OTIIPaBUJIACh IoMOM. TaM 3aHsu1ach MPUBBIYHBIMU
AoMalHuMH feamu. [0ToBKa, yOopKa, CTUpKa 3aloMHSUIM OOJBIITYIO YacTh €€ CBOOOHOTO BpEMEHH.
3a cyeTol 1aBHO HACKYYMBIITNX 3aHSITUI KEHIIMHA OTBJIEKJIACh OT YTPEHHUX COOBITHIA. A KOT/Ia IeTH
BEPHYJIUCh U3 IIKOJIbI, ¥ BOBCE 3a0bl1a 000 BCEM. [la M B MpUHIIMIIE, MMesl CTOJIBKO Majio UHGOp-
Malliy, CTPOUTh KaKKe-TO JAOTaJKu ObUIO OBl ITyro. Pa3Be uTo MpUayMbIBaTh CIOXKET JAJIsl KHUTH C
OrPOMHOI HIMPOTOM XYJ0KECTBEHHOT'O BHIMBICIIA.

keksk

AJnekceil BOpBaJiCsl B KAOWHET U CO 3JIOCTHIO IIBBIPHYJT MANKy Ha cTojl. Pa3nascs tenedoHHbIN
3BOHOK. MyX4MHa B35 TPYOKY:

— Kamuran Tkauenko, ciaymat... Jla, s noHs. Oneprpynmna padoraer. Tak TOYHO Jaepxkarb
Bac B kypce.

JIBepb OTKpbUIack. be3 cTyka BOIIEN MyKUMHA JIET COpPOKa C JIETKOW CEIMHOM B BOJIOCAX U
CIIOKOMHBIM CEPBIM B3IJISJIOM CJIerka MPHIypPEHHBIX OT BO3pacTa IJ1as.

— Jléxa? Bcé HopmasibHO?

— Cans, nipuBeT, — AJiekcell TOAONIEN K IPYTY U MoKl eMy pyKy. — Jla BCE Kak-To He Tak UAET.
41 ObL1 yBEpeH, UTO 3Ta IOJKHOCTh Y MEHSI B KapMaHe. A TYT 9TO cCaMOyOHMIACTBO Ha paiioHe. . .

— TouHo camoyouicTBO? — emE OOJbIIe PHUIITYPUBIIUCH, CIIPOCKIT APYT.

— B ToM-TO U z1e510, 4TO HET. DKCIepT Bpojie Cliebl OOPObI HAIIEN, s MIOKA He 3HAI0 TIOIpo0-
HOCTEH, HO YyBCTBYIO, UTO Oy/IeT OUepeJHOIM BUCSIK.

— A Kakas oreprpyrmnra Be€T 1eso?

— Bo raBe ¢ Mepky/ioBbIM.

— A, HY MOXelllb ObITh CIIOKOeH. MepKyJIOB [10 mpaB/pl gokonaercsi. OH, KOHEUHO, MECTaMHU
CBOJIOYb, HO CBOE JIEJIO 3HAET, — pacCMesIc AJIEKCaHp.

Anekcell TpEBOXKHO MOCMOTPEN Ha KOJUIETY.

keksk

Huuro BO qBOpE yke He HAaOMUHAIIO O ciiyuuBinemMcs. Y Mapuu [1aBioBHBI IpopBajo Tpyoy,
a caHTeXHUK okKaszayics MmbsH. Tak padoTHUK KICA MBan CrenaHOBHY M NEPEKJIIOUMI BeeoOlee
BHUMaHUe Ha ce0s1. OH CTOsUT Ha IETCKOM IJIOMIAJIKe TIPsAMO Tiocpeau qBopa. Hy, Kak cTosi. .. ckopei
KaJaJicsl, Kak MasiTHUK Ha TpeGHe BOJHBI MIPU YBEpEHHOM Opr3e, cOOpaB BOKPYT ce0sl BCIO MECTHYIO
6oreMy, OYpHO OLIEHHBAIOIIYIO €ro 00pa3 )KU3HU U MECTHYIO KaHAJTM3ALIHUIO.

— W cuoa Tb1, CTenaHb4, pa3ovyapoBbiBacillb MEHs, Kak MyX4MHa! — Bo3myIaiach Mapust
[TaBnoBHa.

— IlanHa, yero THl Takoe roOBOpHIIb, KaK MyX4HMHa 51 TeOs el U odapoBarth He ycnen. Ho,
BU/IUMO, YK€ U HE 04apylo, BpeMs YIUIO... — HAXMYPHUBIIUCh, OCMOTPEJ OH C TOJIOBBI IO HOT CTa-
PYLIKY.

— AX 1B, oranen! A Hy Uiy, YHH KpaH! — B pykax y Mapuu [1aBnoBHbI Obl1a TpsITIKa, KOTOPOU
OHa BHITHpaJsia Boy B KyxHe. Elo oHa M orpesa HeyJlauHUKa — CAHTEXHMKA TaK CMavHO, YTO HAOIMI0-
JAIOIINE JAKE ITOEKUITNACH.

Onepa nogbexaau HE3aMETHO, B rpaxJaHCKoM. CIyXu MX MHTEPECOBAIM MaJo, C YyTpa yXke
HaCIymaauch. Termepb HYXKHO ObUIO ONMPOCUTH BIIOBY JKEPTBBI. YTPOM TOCJE CIYYHBIIErocsi OHa
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HAarI0Talach YCIOKOUTEIBHOTO M OblIa HE B COCTOSIHUM OTBeYaTh Ha BONpockl. Onepa HeGe30CHOBa-
TEJIbHO MPEIIONIOKUIIN, YTO K BeUepy KEHIINHA MPUIET B ceOsl.

— AnHa BrnagumupoBHa, kak Bel ce0st uyBcTBYeTe? — BEKJIMBO TIOMHTEpecoBajicss MepKyJios,
O/1apUB BJIOBY CBOUM CTaJIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Bugumo, MEHHO Tak, Kak JOJKHA ceOs1 4YyBCTBOBATh XKEHIIMHA B MOEW CUTYalluH, — rpyoo
OTBETWJIa X0351Ka, HO C/IeJIaB 11ar B CTOPOHY, MO3BOJIMJIA MYKYMHAM TTPOWTH.

MepkynoB cTajn NpUCTAJIbHO Pa3MiIsAbIBaTh KBAPTUPY, HAJEACh, UTO €ro OMNBITHBIN B3IV 32
yT0-TO 3anenurcs. Ero Hanapuuk, Bnaguvup [aBputiok, 1ocTan pydky, OIOKHOT ¥ Hauaul OIpariiu-
BaTh KEHILMHY:

— Ckaxwure, BO CKOJIbKO Bbl cerogHs mpocHymch?

— Korma meHsi pa3Oyamiau 3BOHKOM B JBepb COCeI. Y MEHsl CErOJHs BBIXOJHOW, XOTenla
BBICTIAThCS.

— Bbl He crbimany, kak Bamn mysx yxomqui?

— He 3nato. Bpoze uTo-T0 cibliana ckBo3b COH, HO He mnpujaia 3HayeHus. OH KaxJgoe yTpo
YXOZIUT Ha MPOOEXKKY. .. YXOOUJI, — MOMpaBuIa OHa ceOsl U 3aKpblia JaJOHIMHU JIUIIO.

— Ckaxwure, Bamemy MyXy HUKTO He yrpoxai? — npogoixkain ['aBpuitiok.

— Cnyiaiite, Kak BCE 9TO ITOX0KE Ha TYIOW MEHTOBCKOW cepuail! Moil My — IIKOJIbHBIA yUu-
teab uHpopMaruku. Hy, kto emy Mor yrpoxkars? etn? 3a maoxyio oueHky? Tak BbIHYXJeHa Bac
pa3ouyapoBaTh, OH IUVIOXMX OLEHOK He cTaBuil. Beex BbiTaruBail. [IpuHumnuansHo!

— Kakwue orHomenus 6bim1 y Bac ¢ Mmyxkem? — MepKysioB NPUCTAIBHO MIOCMOTPEIT Ha XO3SUKY
KBapTUPHI.

— HopmanbHeie! — oBeicHiia ToH OHa. — He miepBbIii rox 3amysxkeM. Besikoe ObiBasio. Bel MeHs
XOTUTE OOBUHUTH? MeHs U3 TOCTeNH B TIMKaMe COCE BHITSHY.IH !

— B kakoii mkose padoran Bamt myx?

— B copok ceapMoi.

— Bonons, 3akoH4M cam, TOXanyicTa, s Ionoxay TeOs BHu3y. o cBumaHus. — MepKysioB
HEOXKUJAHHO PELIWI IOKUHYTh KBApPTUDY.

Beiiing Ha 1uiomanky, OH HalpaBUJICSI HaBEepX. DKCHEPThl BCE OCMOTPEIH, EMY OCTaBaIOCh
TOJIBKO YOEIUTHCS B TOM, UTO HUYETro He yIyiieHo. [ToqHSBIINCh HA TATHIA 9TaX, OH BHUMATEIBHO
OCMOTpeJT BHIXOJI Ha KpBIILy. 31ech ObUIo Oecrone3Ho 4To-To uckarh. Hartonramm sxcrieptsl. [ToHa-
JESIBILMCh HA TO, YTO UM Yy/IaJI0Ch MIOJIyYUTh KaKyl0—TO MH(OPMAIIMIO, Mailop OTKPbUI PAKABYIO CKPH-
TSLIYIO JBEPh U BBIIIEN Ha Kpbilly. CBEXHil BO3LYX TYT K€ JIBIXHYJI €My B JIMLIO CBOEH IPOXJIAJI0M.
MepKyJI0B 3aKpbLT IJa3a U BIOXHYJ moriayoxe. [IoToM ormisHysICcs O CTOpOHAM, OOOIIEN KPBIIITY
HECKOJIBKO pa3 U MOHSI, YTO HAIPaCHO MOJHUMAJICS. YK OYE€Hb €My XOTEJIOCh IOCKOPEE PACKPHITh
3TO Aen0. A 000CTpEHHOE YyBCTBO YBEPEHHOCTH B ce0e TaK M IIENTAIO Ha YXO O TOM, YTO SKCTIEPTHI
MOIJIA YTO-TO MPOIYCTUTh. TO, YTO UMEHHO OH A0JIkeH 3aMeTuTh. Ho Het. He B 3TOT pas.

CriycTuBIIMCH HA BTOPOM 3TaXk, ONEPATUBHUK MO3BOHWII B OfIHY U3 COCEIHUX KBapTUp. JIBepp
OTKPbUT MyKUMHA JIeT copoKa nstu. OH rpO3HO BBITSHYJICS M CAENAI IIar Briepen, OyATO 3aKpbiBast
CBOMM T'PY3HBIM TEJIOM BXOJ] B KBapTUPY:

— Yro Hago?

— Jlo6pbiii neHb. Maiiop MepKysioB, — MOJMIEHCKUI MPOTSHYIN YIOCTOBEPEHHUE, TIOCe Yero
MYKYMHA CJIeTKa monsTuics. — 1 xoresn Obl 3a1aTh Bam HECKOBKO BOIPOCOB.

— Jla, 3agaBaiite, — pacTepsiHO OTBETHJI XO3SIMH.

— Yto Bbl Moxete ckazaTh 0 Bammx cocensix, JIeOHOBBIX? — OH yKa3aj pyKOW Ha COCETHIOI
KBapTHUPY.

— A HMYero He Mory ckazaTtb. Myx 1 xkeHa. Ho 51 — To Joma ObIBal0 peIko, TAKCUCT 1. Y jKEeHBI
Haji0 cripocuth. Tanbka! Tans, noau cioga.

Uepes HECKOJBKO CEKYH/1 B IBEPSX MOSBUIIACH MUJIAsl ITyXJIEHbKAs JKEHILMHA C BBICOKUM KOPOT-
KHMM TTy9KOM BOJIOC, COOpaHHBIX SIPKOW CalaTOBOM pe3uHKor. OHa YJIBIOHYIACh M TIPEITIOKUIIA BOUTH
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B KBapTUPY, YTOOBI CITIOKOMHO TIOTOBOPHTH, & HE PAa3AaBaThCs 9XOM Ha BCIO napaanyio. O6oum myx-
YMHAM 3TO [OKa3aJI0Ch JIOTUYHBIM.

3aKpbIB ABEPb, KEHIIMHA HETPOMKO Hayajla pacCKa3blBaTh:

— Yro mipo JleoHOBBIX. .. ZKUBYT, Kak xkuBYT. K10 % ocynut. [ maBHOE, 4TOO X BCE yCTpanuBalio.

— A 4ro? Ectb, uro ocyauth? — npuiypuicss MepkysoB, MPUCTaJIbHO MOCMOTPEB B IJa3a
cocelke, OTYEro Ta HEMHOT'O CMYTHJIACh.

— Komy kak. Ona myxuka Boauia, oH 6ady. B pasHoe BpeMsi, koHeuHo. VI HU Tebe CKaHJaJIoB,
HU pa3oopok. [Ipsam ayma B aynry kwii. U rmaBHOe, YTO HUKTO M3 HUX Jake He JymMall O TOM, YTO
y APYroro KTo0-ToO €CTb.

— Bbl yBepeHbl, YTO HUKTO He TyMa?

— Hy, AHpKa TOYHO HE 3HaJIA, YTO y MYy:Ka KTO-TO €CTb. A A ¥ Momyasia. MHe — TO 4TO JIe3Th B
YyKyI0 ceMblo. MBI ¢ Hell OOJITaJIN YacTo, y He€ Xk U TOPYT OOJIbIIE HET.

— Bul He 3Haete, ¢ keM ObUTM OTHOIIEHUS Y AHHBI 1 Buktopa?

— He, Tonpko B nuiio Buzena. Y To ero MeabkoM, a BOT OaphbiliHs Y BUTbkH B MEHTOBKe pado-
taet. Oif, Hy B MOJUIMH, B 001meM. 51 OWH pa3 CTOJIKHYJIACh C HEW y JBepex.

— Moxert, ocoOble TPUMETHI €CTh? — HEe HaJIesICh Ha YCIIeX, CIIPOCHJT OTNIePaTHUBHUK.

— Hla He oco0o... — 3aaymMaach X03siiKa, — BHICOKAsi, OPIOHETKA, POAMHKA BOT TYT, HA IIEKE
Bpore Obl. OuH pa3 TONBKO 51 e€ 1o popMe BUena.

— Mosker, 3BaHye 3arIOMHMIINA?

— Yero?

— 3BE370UKM Ha TUIeUax ObuUn?

— beumi. MHoro. IIITyk nsaTe, HaBepHOE, HA KaXJOM.

— Cnacu6o 6ombitioe. Bel MHE OueHb TOMOIIIH, — YABIOHYJICS OOJIbIIEe U3 BEKIMBOCTH MepKy-
noB. Kak HUM KpyTH, 2 MEHTaMH OHU OBUTH, MEHTAMHU M OCTaHYTCsI, KaK HU MeperMEHOBBIBAN BEJOM-
ctBO. Bripouem. .. nmyumie tak. 6o «monmurian» 3Bydanu Obl emie yxacHee.

Beixons u3 kBapTupbl, MEpKyJIOB CTONKHYIICA ¢ ["aBpAIIIOKOM.

— 41 3akoHuMI1, — oTuMTasCcsA Bragumup.

— OTIMyHO, — y Hac ecTb elIE Jesia, HO CETOIHS Mbl YK€ HUUETo He YCIIeeM, — OH MOJHST PyKY
Y TIOCMOTPEJI Ha Yachl, CITyCKasiCh M0 JIECTHUIIE. — A 3aBTpa C CAMOTO yTpa K COPOK CEbMOM HIKOJIEe
MOJOUAEITH, TAM U BCTPETUMCS.

— Tak TO4HO, TOBapuIl| Maiiop, — oTpanopToBaj ['aBpuIToK.

— Bcé, 10 3aBpa, seiiTeHaHT — y napagHoi MepKyJIoB Moskasi pyKy KoJIjlere U HalipaBUICs POYb
OT 3TOrO JIOMa, MOTPY3UBILIUCH B CBOM Pa3MbILUIEHUS.

Jlomoil uaTH HEe XOTesI0Ch, Beib TaM Obuia Jlepa. Kak-1o Bc€ HempaBWIIbHO cIOXUIOCh. OH He
MOXET BEPHYThCS ¢ paOOTHI B COOCTBEHHYIO KBapTHPY, IIOTOMY UYTO TaM KMBET JKEHIIUHA, KOTOPYIO
OH COBepIIEHHO He MoOuT. [IpruyéM eMy 1aBHO HaYao Ka3aThCsl, 4TO 3TO YYBCTBO BIOJIHE B3aUMHO.
Ho kak BOT Tak B3ATh ¥ pa3pyLINTh TO, K Y€MY YKe KaK Oy/ITO 1 IPUBBIK ?

My:xumHa 1IEN [0 yIuLe, He 3aMeyast BECEHHE MOPOCH, KOTOpasi 3aCTaBJIslla LIy PUThCS, pec-
HUIIAMU 3aJiepKUBasi MeJIKue Karum Joxasa. «Ceityac Obl JOMOH MO/ OJEsI0 ¥ IIOCMOTPETh KaKOM-
HUOYIb TYTOH ceprai», — IyMaJl OH, HO TYT e 3alpeTi1 cebe 3TU MBICIH.

OH nonbiTajicsl MEePEeKII0YUThC Ha padoTy. [JaBHEHbKO Ha pailoHe He CIIy4Yasloch YOWICTB:
pafioH — TO THIXHIA, CTapblid, OMHU OAOYIIIKH KUBYT. A BCE OCTaJIbHbIE MPEOBIBAIOT B MOJTHOM YBEPEH-
HOCTH, YTO HAXOATCS B 0E30MaCHOCTH IO YyTKUM B3IJIsLAOM cTapyniek. Kak Ol Hu Tak. [pectyn-
JIEHWs1 COBEPILAIOTCS B TOT CaMblil MOMEHT, KOI/1a BHUMATeJIbHasl [IEHCUOHEPKa OTBEPHETCS Ha MOJTO-
peBIIMi OJTMH, HAKJIOHUTCS 32 YIABIIM OMHOKJIEM MJIM ITPOCTO 33ApeMJIET Ha CBOEM OTBETCTBEHHOM
MOCTy y OKHa. U Tor/a HUKTO, HUKTO He JACT CBUIETENIbCKUX MOKA3aHUM, HUKTO HE OIMUINIET OCOOBIX
MIPUMET, U ONEPATUBHUKU BOT Tak OyHyT JIOMaTh TOJIOBY Haj TeM, B KAKOM HaIlpaBJIEHUH BOOOIIE
apuratbesi. [IoToMy 4TO HUKAaKMX MOJICKA30K He OyaeT.

MepkyioB caM He 3aMeTHJI, KaK OKa3aJiCsl Y IBepeid A0 O0JM 3HAKOMOU PIOMOYHOM.
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— CHoBa puAETCs BpaTh, UTO 3aepKajid Ha padoTe, — CKa3as OH caM cebe, oAXo/s K OapHOu
CTOVIKE.

— 3apaBcTBYyiiTe, TOBapUIl Maidop, Bam kak 00bIYHO? — paJOCTHO MONPUBETCTBOBAJIA €0 BBICO-
Kast OpIOHEeTKa 32 CTOUKOM.

— Kcromeuka, Munas Mosi, CKOJIBKO pa3 51 TeOsi POCKJT He Ha3biBaTh MeHsI Tak? Vlnu Thl crienu-
QJIBHO OTOBEIIALIh BCEX MPHUCYTCTBYIOIUX B Oape 0 MOEM npuxoe?

— IIpoctn, KOpouka, BeipBasiock. Tebe nrBa? — yapIOHYIACh IEBYIIIKA.

— Her. Haneit MHe cTO rpaMM KOHbBSIKA.

Vixe yepe3 MUHYTY Tiepen MepKysI0BbIM CTOs1T OOKaI ¢ KOHBSIKOM 1 OJTIO/IIE C aKKYPaTHO Hape-
3aHHBIM JIMMOHOM.

keksk

BepnyBiuchk nomoit, TkaueHKo cpa3y HallpaBUIICS Ha KyXHIO. Tam yxke CUIeny 3a CTOJIOM JeTH
U JKeHa.

— Tl ceromus Tak paHo? Ceitdac monoxy Tede. — AJieKcaHapa J0CTajia YeTBEPTYIO TapesKy. —
Hetu, Bol moenmu? Torga Gerute B CBOIO KOMHATY.

[No3nopoBaBIIMCh C TANOM, AT BBIOSKATN U3 KyXHH. AJIEKCaHpa BCIIOMHUJIA TIPO paHHee
MIPOUCIIIECTBHE:

— Hy, xak Tam oHO?

— Heno 10? [la, HU4ero... — 3agymaics Ajiekcen.

— Yro coBcem Huuero? Yrto-To xe y3Han?

—DTUM IycThb orepa 3aHuMatoTcs. [Ioka MOKHO TOJIBKO MPEIOIOKHUTh, UYTO 3TO YOMICTBO. Bo
BCSIKOM CJTy4ae, SKCIIepT Hallen ciaeapl 60opbObl Ha Tesne JleoHoBa. XoTs Kak 1mo MHe... Tak o4eHb
CMaxuBaeT Ha TO, YTO OH CaM TPBITHYL.

— 41 BOT BCE qyMato, 4TO TOJIKAET JIofIel Ha Takue npectyruieHus1? YenoBedyeckas Ku3Hb niepe-
crasia ObITh KAKOK-TO LIEHHOCTBIO. .. — AJIEKCaH/Ipa TyT ke OTOPOCHJIA MBICIIb O TOM, YTO MYKYMHA
caM HaJIOKWJI Ha ceOsl pyKH.

— He roBopu epynay. YowuiictBa Obutn Beerna. 1o HEOThemJieMasl YacTh KU3HU. Xouy Tebe
HAIOMHUTB, YTO Jaxe Kaun youn Aens. YTo ero TonkHys0?

— V 1e6s npodnedopmarius, — nmoxana rniaedamu Asiekcaapa. — Thl CIUIIKOM CHIOKOWHO 00
3TOM roBopwuiib. Ho 51 moHnMao, kKoneuHo. Thl CIMIIKOM JOJTO B 9TOM BapHIIbCS.

— Ilpennaraio cMeHUTH TeMy. Thl TaM BpOJIe OUYEpEHON CBOM pPOMaHYMK MHCAaTh COOMpanach?
O uém? — MyXuMHa Jake He 3aMeTHJI, KaK YHUYMKUTEIHO 3TO TIPO3BYYAIO.

— O06 yOwmiicTBe, — MOYTH BHI3BIBAIOIIE OTBETHIA KEHIIUHA. — DTO OyJeT IeTeKTUB.

— Ilpodnedopmanus 3apas3na, s1 HOHsLI, — pacxoxoTtaycsl Anekceil. — JlaBail Jydiiie ecTb.

keksk

MepKkyaoB npumién 1oMoi mo3aHo. Jlake OH MOHMMAJ, YTO OOJIbIIE MUTH YKe HEe MOXET,
MO3TOMY COIJIACHJICS Ha HACTOMYMBOE MpeasiokeHre Kciomm BbI3BaTh TaKCHU M MOEXaTh JOMOL.
Cokpymiasich 0 TOM, YTO 3aBTpa YTPOM MPHUAETCS €XaTh 3a MAIIMHON K PIOMOYHOM, OH OTKPBLIT IBEPb.
3aiifs B KBapTUPY, OOJOKOTHIICS O CTEHKY — TaK ObUIO Jierdye CHUMarh OOTHHKHA. CTOMIIO eMy UyTh-
Yy Tb OOJIbIIIE HAKJIOHUTBCS, ¥ OH OBl pYyXHYJI IIPsIMO Ha 11oJ1. He To, 4TOOBI OH BBINWII CIMIIIKOM MHOTO,
HO KOOpIUHAIMS ObLIa SIBHO MOANOPYEHA IBYMSI MIOCTCAHUME PIOMKAaMU KOHbSIKA.

— IOpouka, 310 THI? — B IPUXOKYIO BbIOEKaa CTPOMHAsSI BHICOKAst OJIOHAMHKA B KOPOTEHBKOM
LIEJIKOBOM XaJIaTHKE.

— A TbI BCeX B TAKOM BHUJI€ BCTpeyaelllb? — YXMbUIbHYJICS MepKyJioB.

— IOpouxka, ue roBopu epyHay. Thl ke cam ABEpb OTKPBLI.

— 41 ectb X0uy, — cCKa3aJl Maliop NepBOe, YTO MPHUIILIO EMY B TOJIOBY.

— A y MeHs Bc€ rotoBo. Bot, cMoTpu, 51 yxke JaBHO TeOst Ky, — oHa GaOOUKO BBIMOPXHYJIA 13
NpUX0oXkel. MepKy/oB TSKeJo MOCIeI0Bal 3a HEell.

3aiiisg Ha KyXHIO, OH PYXHYJI Ha TUBAHYMK y cToja. [IoToM OOBEN B3IJISAAOM YKUH U CIIPOCHI:
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— A enarue?

— Hy, Bot xe! Canatuk ¢ pyKKoJIOH 1 OBOIIIAMH, KOTJIETKU U3 OpoKkoiu. Bot, cMoTpu, Hexup-
Hasl CMeTaHKa U Kepup ¢ MOPKOBHBIM TOPTUKOM Tiepe/i CHOM.

— ToruzaeBaembcs? Ena rae, s cipammsaio ? — moBbsicii1 TOH MepkysioB. — Cama Kpu 3Ty TpaBy !
Jlepa! Ckonbko pa3 roBoputh? 1 — Mmyxkuk. ¥ MeHs Tskénas padora! Korma s mpuxoxy I0MOM, TO
Xxo4uy noectb msica! Msica, KapTOIIeUuKH, cajlaTUK ¢ MaiioHe30M. C KUPHBIM —IPEKUPHBIM MailioHe-
3om!

—IOpouka, a xak xe cocyapi? Cepaie? D10 ke oueHb BpeHO. Thl 3HaEIIIb, s JIeNato BCE, YTOObI
TBI OBLT 3/I0POB. A MSICO. .. DTO BOOOIIE ykacHO. MBI ke He MagaIbIUKH, 9TOO €ro eCTh. .. — CKPH-
BUJIACh JICBYIIIKA.

— A nonsin. Ceronns cHoBa 6e3 yxuHa. OX, HaJJOEeCT MHE 3TO CKOpo. Boiock, 4To 0ueHb CKOpO, —
OH BBIBEPHYJI TAPEJIKY C CAJIaTOM M, IIaTasiCh, BBIIIIEN U3 KyXHU.

JleBy1ika 0OMkKEHHO OTBEPHYJIACh.
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I'maBa 2.

YTpo okyTano ropon HEOKUAAHHOW MPOXJIagord. B TO BpeMs Kak KHUTEIM PeruoHa BO BCIO
I HACTOSIIIYIO, TEIUTYIO0 BECHY, MOr0ja Pellinia HAOMHUTh 00 YXOASINEH 3UMe CUJIbHBIM BET-
poM. [Ipoxoxue KyTaJuch B BOPOTHUKH, a CAMBbIE OTYASTHHBIE IECCUMUCTBI CHOBA HALIENWIIN 1APQBI
Y manku. BopoyeMm, Bcerga HaXOAWJICS KTO-TO, KTO LIETONSA MO YJIMIIE B BETPOBKE HapacHailky,
ofjapuBasi OKPYXKAIIKX, BUIUMO, TEILIOM CBOEH TyIIH.

INaBpriTioK CTOSA Y MOpoOra COPOK CeIbMOM IIKOJIbI, IEPETANTHIBASCH C HOTW HA HOTY, U JOXE-
BBIBAJI OIPOMHBIN raMOyprep. OH CMOTpeJ TO Ha Yachl, TO MO0 CTOPOHAM, HaJlesiCh YBU/IETh 3HAKO-
MBI CHITYST WJIM aBTOMOOWJTb. [lociie Toro, Kak B IIKOJIe pa3galicsl 3BOHOK, TAPEHb OTIPABUI B POT
MOCJICTHUN KYCOUEK ¥ JOCTaJl MOOWJIbHUK :

— Tosapuin manop, a Bel roe?

— Kak ato rge. .. Ha 3amanum, — oTBeTHI1 COHHBIN rosioc MepkyiioBa.

— Her, IOpuit PomanoBuy, Ha 3agannn — s1. CToio BO3JI€ LIKOJIBL, U KAy Bac.

— brvinuH, Bononis, onpocu Tam Koro-HUuOy b, S IOIbey Yepes3 nomvaca, 3a0epy teos. C MeHs
Kode.

— Cnymaroch, ToBapuILl Maiiop.

[TonoxuB TenedoH B kapmaH, ['aBpWIIOK OMIAHYJCSA MO CTOPOHAM M OCTOPOXKHO 3all€n B
HIKONY, Hecs iepell co0ol ynoctoBepeHre. OXpaHHUK B3MVISTHYJ Ha OMEepaTUBHUKA MOI03PUTENBHO,
HO uYepe3 TYPHUKET MPOIYCTHII. YPOK YKe Hadalicsi, MOITOMY ToyOble KOPUAOPHI ObLIA TUXUMH U
MyCTHIHHBIMU. Ero Jake Hakpblia TOCKA MO MIKOJBHBIM I'OJAM: [0 UIpaM B KOPUAOPAX U KJIAccax,
0 MPOJEJIKaM Ha YpOKax U BbI30BaM K AMPEKTOpy. Bripouem, MMEHHO MO NOCIeJHEMY OH MEHBbIIIE
BCero ckyyaisl. HanpoTus, BCIOMUHASI Té MUHYTHI, OH ChEKHUBAJICS U TIOPHIBAJICS YOEXKaTh U3 3/IaHUS
IITKOJTBI.

BcnomuHasi HeJaBHIO I0HOCTh, ['aBpUITIOK YTKHYJICSI HOCOM TMPSIMO B KaOMHET AUPEKTOpA.
[TpounTtaB TabIMYKy Ha JBEpU, OH MONSATHICS Ha3al. Kak Oyaro BcE emmg sBisieTcss yYeHUKOM, U
BbI3BaH Ha KOBEP 3a MPOCTYNOK. BHITAHYB BHEpEN [Uisl YBEPEHHOCTH YIOCTOBEPEHHUE, OH OTKPBLI
JBEPb.

3a cTonoM cuiena Mojioaas AeBylika Jjiet aeaanary. C ryJibkoi B Bojocax, B OUYKax U C Kpac-
HOW MOMaJIoi Ha Ty0ax OHa M cama BBIIISi/IeNa, KaK CTporas yuyuTeldbHHIA. BraauMup npotsHyn
«KOPOUKY»:

— MHe Obl ¢ JUPEKTOPOM MOTOBOPHUTD.

Cekpetapb B3sila TpyOKy U HaOpaJia HoMep:

— Exarepuna BacwibeBHa, k Bam nipunui u3 nomvnuu. [Ja, nossna.

[TotoM oHa 0OpaTuiIach K MOCETUTENIO:

— IIpoxoaure.

— Cnacu60, — otBeTus1 Bonosst v HepelmuTeabHO OTKPBLT IBEPb.

[IpotsruBas ymocroBepeHue, Kak OyITO MPUKPHIBASICh MM, KaK IIUTOM, OH BOIIENT B KAOMHET:

— 3npascrByite. JleiteHanT ['aBprmiok. Y meHs k Bam ecTb HECKOJIBKO BOITPOCOB.

— Ha, 3apaBcTBYNiTE, CAAUTECh, NOKanyicra. Bol no noBoxy Jleonosa?

JIMpekTop OKa3ajlaChb MSTKOW KEHIIMHOW cpenHux JieT. I coBcem He crpamiHoil. OcMenes,
Bosnons cen Ha cryin:

— Ma, ckaxwure, noxanyiicta, oH padoran y Bac yuurenem ungopmaruku? Yto Bl Mmoxere o
HEM CcKazaThb?

— Bbl 3HaeTe, HUYETO TUIOXOTO He MOTY CKa3aTh. 3apeKoMeH10Bas cebs1 xoporro. 5 31aech yxe
JIeT TIATH PadoTalo, 32 ITO BpeMst HUKAKKMX BOIPOCOB K HEMY He BO3HHMKaJI0. ECTh y Hero naxke uepra
0cOOEHHasi — He XOTeJI CTaBUTh JIeTSM ITUIOXHE OIIEHKH, BCEera BHTArMBajl. Poiutenu Obutn emy Ora-
TOJApHbI, [1a U IETH JIOOUJIH.
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— A B kotektuBe? MoXeT, Kakue-T0 KOH(IUKTHI ObLTH ?

— Jla Her. OH Bcerga co Bcemu BexJuB. boul... Oi, mpoctuTte, 3T0 Tak HEOXUIAHHO. py3ei
y HEro 371ecb He ObLIO, HO BparoB — Toke. OH MPOCTO MPUXOAMI U Jienan cBolo pabdoty. [Ipruém
HOpMaJtbHO Jienast. Ofmascst Majio ¢ kKeM. OH BCE Oosbllie 10 KOMIBIOTepaM, 4eM C JIioabMH. A B
aymaerte, uto ero yomm? OH He cam?

— W3BuHMTE, 1 HE MOr'y pa3Ialarh Takylo MHGOpMalMIo, IoKa BeJETCsl paccieioBaHue. Mel
paccMaTpriBaeM BCe BO3MOXKHBIE BapUaHTHL. DTO Hallla padoTa, — yKe BIOJHE CMENIO U YBEPEHHO
orBetm Jleiitenant. — Ciacu6o 3a To, 4To yneawin Bpems. [lo cBUaaHus.

Beriins B kopunop, Bomons B3goxHys ¢ obneryerreM. Be€ ke Xopolro, YTo MIKOJIbHBIE TOJIbI
no3agu. OH IaBHO yKe He YYEHUK, HO Mepejl IMPEKTOPOM UyBCTBYET ceOsl HEJTOBKO.

[MoOponuB emnié HeMHOTo IO MYCTHIM KOPUAOpaM, ' aBpHTIOK BBIIIIEN U3 3/IaHUsI, OCTABJISIS TaM
BCE CBOM IIIKOJIbHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHHMSI. Y HU3EHBKOTO 3a00pUYrKa Y 0O0UYMHBI YKe CTOsIIa BEIYMITICHHAS
1o Orecka marHa MepkyJiosa:

— Hy, uro neitreHanTt? Yaanock 4to-To y3HaTh? — Maiiop mpoTAHYI KOJIJIETe CTaKaHUMK Kode.

— He, ne tam komaem. Hano uckats B ipyrom mecre, — ypepui ero ['aBpustiok. — 31ech y HEro
Oe3yrnpeynas penyTaips. MHe Obl TAKUX YUHUTESIed B IIKOJE.

— JlagHo. 3HauuT, OygeM KomaTh B pyrom mecte. [loexanm.

OHM cesiv B HOBEHbKUI YEPHBIN KU1 COPPEHTO U Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/]1 CKPBLIKCH 3a [10BO-
pOTOM.

keksk

Hukomnaii pazoupain Oymaru, korjaa B kKaOuHeT Bonuia CBeTiaHa.

— Ilpuser, He 3aHAT?

— IIpuBet — npuBeT. Th ke 3HaeIb, YTO AJIs1 TeOsI — HET, — OTBETHJI Makop.

— Kosst, Mbl e ToroBapuBaIuCh. . .

— A uto noroBapuBanuchk? Tsl MOI pyT, ¥ MOE CBOOOIHOE BpeMsi BCETia TOTOBO MPUHAIEKATh
tebe. U He TONbKO OHO, MEXY IIPOYHM.

— Konssisas, — nporsiHyia xeHmHa. — Ckaxu Jiydine, Kak Tam jena y TkaueHko?

— llena y npokypopa, CBerouka.

— Crapas 6oponaras nryTka.

Hukomaii 3akpbli1 nanky 1 OTJIOKWI €€ B CTOPOHY, NEPEKJIIOYMB BCE CBOE BHUMAHKE Ha FOCTHIO:

— Jla yxo y Hero Bc€. Kak B Tanke. [Jaxxe MepkynoB He criaceér TBoero TkaueHKO.

— MepkynoB aeno BeA€T? — UCITyraHHO MOCMOTpenia Ha npusTesst CBeTiaHa.

— Cgera. Jlaxxe MepkysioB He BceMoryIuil. Tak 4To roToBb MpocTaBy. 3a 3BE310Uku. Y 1omK-
HOCTb.

— Jla Hy Te6s. JlagHo, ecm 4TO MHTEepecHoe OyJeT — CBUCTH, — OHA TIOJIMUTHYJIA U BBIIIUIA U3
KaOuHeTa.

keksk

MepKyJ0oB CcTOsUT B KaOMHETE, 33 JyMYMBO YCTABUBIIIKCH B OKHO. BepxyIku aepeBbeB MoKavu-
BAJIMCh OT TIOPBIBOB BETPa, HAuaJl HAKparplBaTh MEJIKUN JOKAb. Kazanock, moroma Kateropmuecku
OTKa3bIBAETCSI HACTPAMBATHCS HA BECEHHMM JTaf. A MbICTIM MepKyJoBa KaTeropuyecKy OTKa3bIBAJIUCh
CKJI/IBIBAThCS B TOAHYIO Bepcuio. PsoMm 3a cToamu padoTany MOJofble ONepaTUBHUKM, YTKHYB-
IIUCh B 9KPaHbl KOMITBIOTEPOB.

I'epmaH, cripATaBIIMCH 32 KPBIIIKOW HOYTOYKa, MHCal COOOILIEHNe CBOSH HOBOM JaMe cepalia.
A Bonops, kak 00bIYHO, YIUIETaT OUepeIHON raMOyprep u3 JoouMoro pecropana gact dyaa.

— Uro-TOo MHE He HpaBUTCs, — CKOpel cam ceOe BCIyX cKazai Maiop. — Tako ujieanbHblid, U
BAPYT CTOJIKHYJIH € Kpbiiiv. Tak He ObBaeT. JlomkHa ObITh KaKasi-TO IPUYMHA. A UTO C HACTIEAACTBOM?
Kene nocraérca?
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— Oii, Tam Takoe HaCJIeJICTBO, YTO PaJid HEro v HarpsraThcs iyno. KBaptupa Ha xeHe, MallivHa
TOXe. A y HEero OJIiH JIOMHK B JIEPEBHE C MIOKOCUBIIIMCS 3a00pOM, — MOCTICIITII OTBETUTH [ epMaH,
OTOJIBUTas B CTOPOHY CMapT(OH.

— A BO JIBOpe UTO TOBOPSAT? — MPOAOJIKAI Pa3MBIIUISTh MepKyJIOB.

— Jla Huuero He roBopsAT. COPTUBHBIN 00pa3 )Ku3HU BEN, Oera 1o yrpam. C sKeHOW He pyrajcs.
Hy, a mpo mo6oBHMITy Bel 1 camu ciblmaniu, — otBevas ['aBpuitiok, J0keBaB raMoyprep.

— Coprat, cipiman. CtpanHas cemerika. CMBICT TOTIa JKUTh BMECTe, €T 00a UMEIOT CBSI3b Ha
cropoHe? Bcé paBHO netelt HeT, HacniescTBa Toxke. Pagu yero? Cnymaii, ['epa, a 3a1e3b-Ka Thl K HUM
B coticeT. MoxeT, Tam yero Hapoenib? Ceiiuac xe Bcs XU3Hb TaM. Kak 310 51 cpa3y He noragaics?!

— Cpenao, — orBetu ['epa u ckocuiicst Ha 9KkpaH cMapT(OHa, I7ie BBICBETUIIOCh YBEAOMIIEHHE
0 HOBOM COOOIIICHUH.

— JlamHo, eciu Gynet UTo MHTEpecHOe — Habepéilb, — MepKyJIOB BHIITIe] U3 KaOMHETa 1 Harpa-
BUJICS K SKCIIEpTaM.

Ho vepe3 mapy 4acoB eMy MpUIIIOCh BEPHYTHCS 0OpATHO, IIOTOMY UTO pa3fajics Tesie)OHHbIN
3BOHOK.

— Vxe? Tak ObICTpO? — YOUBWICS OH, 3aXO/isl B KaOWHET.

I'epa pazBepHys1 HOYTOYK, 4TOOBI TIOfIOIIEIIeMY MepKyJIoBy ObLT BUJICH SKPaH:

— Cmotpure. Y He€ cTpaHUUKa 3aKPbITa, [IOTOMY MPUIILIOCH B3JIoMaTh. B npuHIune Huyero
0coOeHHOTr0. EcTh TOJIBKO Maroyka moj 3aMKOM, 3/1eCh HeCKOJTBKO (poTo. C KaKMM-TO MYKYMHOMU, HE
myskeM. Ho oHU TyT siBHO MoJtofibIe.

— [Nokaxu-Ka, mokaxu-Ka? — Hayas npucMaTpuBarbest MepkysoB. Tak 3To ke cieak U3 KoMU-
TeTa, KOTophii Aeso BeaeT. Kak ero? Tkauenko! Bot nena... A camoro JleonoBa Haimen?

— Ha, Ho TyT BoOOIIe HUYero. [Ipoduitb OTKPHIT, HUYETO CKPHITOTO... $1 B371OMas Ha BCAKUN
clryJan.

— A ¢ororpaduii ¢ KEHIIIMHAMU TOXKE HET?

— Her, ToJIBKO C KEHOM.

— Ouenb uHTEpECHO. .. JIagHo, cracuoo.

— A, 1a, elg, ToBapuill Maiop, He 3Hal0, BAKHO JIM TO, HO JIEOHOB yuuJICs B TOU K€ IIKOJIE,
B KOTOPOM U MpernogaBaJl.

— Ma? laBpuimiok, moyeMy Thl MHe 00 3TOM He cKa3asi?

— A g He 3HaJI, TaM JIUPEKTOP HOBasl, TOJIBKO MSTh JIeT paboTaeT, MOIjia He 3HaTh.

— Bonons, te1 cepreé3Ho? Thl TOJNBKO C AUPEKTOPOM TMOTOBOPUI U BCE? 3Hasl, 4TO OHA Tam
HenaBHO? Twl IepBbIN rof B MOMUIAN, 9TO Ji? Thl OTITUCKY MUIICITH WA YOUIUCTBO Paccie yelh?

— VI3BuHUTE, TOBApPUII] MalioOp, HE MOIyMaJl, — OITYCTHJI TOJIOBY [ aBpuUITIOK.

— A BOT yMaTh — 3TO BaXHO. DTO OUeHb BakHO, Bonons, — nHorna nymats! ['oioBa He TOJIBKO
TSI TOTO, 4TOOBI ecTh B He€. Elo emé qymaior! — moBbeicH TOH MepKyJIoB.

— Jla Bpsin v yOWIACTBO CBsI3aHO coO IKojIon. Hy, He meTu ke, B caMOM Jiesie, 3a XOpOIIre
OLIEHKH €r0O CTOJIKHYJIU C KPBIIIIH.

— V¥V 1ebs ecTh eme Kakue-TO HUTOYKH, KOTOPHIMU Thl 3aHAT, YTO HE MOXKEIb 3aHAThCS TIOKa
eIMHCTBEHHOU peasibHOM Bepcueii? — BCIIBUIII OH, HO TIOTOM TJTyOOKO B3[IOXHYJI M O0Jiee CIIOKOMHO
MPOJOJIKIIL. — YTO MOKa3al CIMCOK 3BOHKOB M COOOIIEHUI ?

["aBprITIOK MCITyraHHO OCMOTPE Ha Maropa.

— Bosozsi, Thl Kak-TO B ydacTKoBble XoTen nepeitu? f mymato, camoe BpeMsi, — MepKysioB
BHIITIE]T U3 KaOMHeTa, TPOMKO XJIOMHYB JIBEPhIO.

[MaBprITIOK TYT ke MOJICKOUMI K KOJLIere:

— I'epa, BeIpy4aii co 3BOHKaMu, C MEHs IPOCTaBa.

— CHavasia mpocTaBa, IOTOM BbIpyYail. He xouy moToM 0OemaHHoro Tpy rojia xkaarhb.

— T'ep, 51 BOT mpsM ceiuac noiy, Tede ke Bpems HaJlo, HAYHU, OYJIb JIPYTOM.

— JlagHo, — cornacwica I'epman.
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— 4 ceituac, 51 6picTpo! — Bosionist BBICKOUMIT U3 KaOWHETA.

Boo0i1ie oH He oTMyasicst 3a0bIBYMBOCTHIO MUTH XaJIATHOCTHIO K paboTe, HO B MOCTIeAHEe BpeMs
YyBCTBOBAJI HAIIPsKEHUE BO BCEM Telie. M B rosioBe. Mama 3B0HMIIA BCE Yallle, ClpalinBas O BHyKax,
0 skeHUTHOEe. A BOJOII0 3T Pa3roBOphI TOJIBKO B AENPeccuio 3aroHsui. Kak OyATo Tak Jierko B Harie
BpeMs IPWINYHYIO AEBYILIKY BCTPETUTh. JlojKeBaB MO JOPOre MocjaeJHUNA MUPOKOK U3 NMAaKeTHKa, OH
CIIOXBATHJICS ¥ CHOBA MOOEKaJl B MarazuH.

«Kak ke s Tak, He 3aMeTHJI, KaK CheJl BCE». .., — MyKUMHA KYITHI eII€ HECKOJIBKO MUPOKKOB,
TMIOJIOXKUJT UX B MAKeT K ABYM OyThUIKaM MHBA, M OBICTPBIM IIArOM ITOCIEI0Bal K otaey. OH 3armpe-
man cede gyMarb BOoOIIe O YEM-TO, IOTOMY UTO €r0 MBICIUTEIbHBIN MPOoIecc Beeraa TpedoBa moj-
muTKU. Y SIBHO He IyXOBHOW. A eciii OH He TpuHeceT ['epe mupoxkKu, TO octaHeTcs: Oe3 nHgopma-
MU, 3HAYUT, TIOJYYUT OT Maiiopa Mo camoe He Xody... [IoaToMy yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OH yikKe
npoGerait uepe3 MpOXOIHYIO, TPUKUMAs K CepALly TaKeT.

keksk

MepKyJi0B He cTas AokuaaThcs ypoka. I1o kopuaopam Oerany yueHUKH pa3HbIX BO3PACTOB, TaK
¥ HOPOBSI COMThH C HOT' Mafiopa. YBUJIEB BBIIENIYIO U3 KJIAcca YUUTENbHUILY, MepKyJIoB moaoexat
K Hel, He 3a0bIB BKJIIOUUTD TIepe]l STUM BCE CBOE OOastHUE.

— 3paBcTByIiTe, — YABIOHYJICS OH. — Bl MHE TIOMOXeTe?

— Ia, noOpelii neHs. Bor yeit mama?

— Her-ner, noka em€ He nama, ciaBa bory. Ml TyT yuniuce, Kak Bbl noHuMaere, 04eHb JaBHO.
W xotenun Obl BCTpedy BBITYCKHUKOB OpraHn3oBarh. Ho, BOT He 3Hal0, paboTaeT Jim emié KTo-TO U3
CTapblX yuuTesen?

— W3 cTappix? — yuuTebHUIA OIapiia MY KUYMHY OLIEHUBAIOIIUM B3MJIs110M, — Jliommuia MBa-
HOBHA Pa0OTaeT. .. yke JIeT COPOK TOYHO.

— Jlionmuna MBanoBHa? A haMuiIMio HarmoMHuTe?

— IlerpoBckas.

— Ja, s nomuio e€! Cmacu6o 6obiioe, Bel MHe oueHb moMorau. OcTajbHOE CIpOIy Y Heg, —
OH OfIApWJI YUHUTESIbHUITY CaMO 0OBOPOXHUTETBHOM YIBIOKOH, Ha KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO OBbLT CIOCOOEH, U
MOYTH PACTBOPUJICS B TOJIIIE YYEHUKOB.

[Tocne 3BoHKa Ha ypok MepKy/noBy yaajioch pasbickath JlionMuiny IBaHOBHY B yUMTEIbCKOM.
V Heé Obl1a «(POPTOUKA», TOITOMY MAOp CMOT CIIOKOWHO TIOTOBOPUTH C HEell HaeuHE.

— Jliomvunia MiBaHoOBHa, y Bac B 1ikosie padotan Buktop JleoHoB, uto Bl MOkeTe 0 HEM cKa-
3aTh?

— He Tonbko paGoTai, HO M y4uJIcs 3[ech Ke! — COrIacCHO 3aKMBaJia TOJIOBOM yUMTeTbHUIIA. S
y HUX MaTeMaTHKy BeJla ¥ KJIACCHBIM PYKOBOJIMTENEM Oblila KAKOE-TO BpeMs.

—IIpaBna?! — o6panoBascs nonueickuil. — Torna Bel TO4HO cMOXeTe MHE YTO-TO MHTEPECHOE
0 HEM pacckas3arh.

— WHTtepecHoe? — ycMexHyach keHIMHa. — Bac, KOHEYHO ke, MIHTepeCyIOT CIJIETHU, UHTpUru?

— Jlionmuna MiBaHOBHa, — TOH MepKYJIOB CTasl TBEPABIM U J1a)Ke HEMHOTO T'pyObIM, — MEHsI UHTe-
pecyer TO, YTO MOXET UMETh OTHOLLEHHUE K €r0 CMEPTH. Sl ke He CTaTblo O HEM IPUILEN UCATh, 5
pacciesiyio pecTyIjieHue.

— Ilpecrynienue. .. — NpOTSHY/Ia yUUTEIbHULIA, — 3HAYUT, OH He caM. [lo nmpaBae ckazarts, g u
He Bepuiia, 4yTo oH caM. Her, He mor oH. He ToT uenioBek. OH ObI TPOCTO yIIEN, eciv O y3Ha. . .

— V3Hais yto? — MepKyJIoB BbIPa3ul IOJTHOE HEJJOyMEHHUE Ha JIUIIE.

— Yuuiics OH TyT He OJUH, €CTeCTBEHHO. /KeHa ero, AHHa, Toke yuuiach TyT. M Jl€mka Tka-
YeHKo Toxe. Tak u apyxum oHu BTpoéM. Hy, Kak npyxumu. .. [IBoe oOuam onHy. A oHa, KaxeTcs,
HUKOro He mobuta. Ho 3amyxk xoTena. A 3amyx rmo3sai Butbka. OHa u Beickouma cpasy. la JIEmky
Toke OpocaTh He crasia. He 3Hatw, kak Buthbka 3Toro He 3amevani? Bugars, moOuT CUIbHO, BEPUTh
He xoten... Hy, a Bce mooOcyxaanu, na 3adbiid. Tak OHM M KWK BTPOEM MOUTH. I OMUH TOJBKO
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Burbka 3toro u He Buuen... — Jliionmwia MiBaHoBHA 3aMoyala, NOrpy3UBIIMCh B BOCIOMUHAHUS.
OuyeBUIHO OBLTO, YTO €M XKajb MOrHOIIEro yUYeHHKa.

— Ho cam on He Mmor, Bel gymaete? Jlaxe ecnu 6 y3Ham?

— Heee, e mor. Touno He MoT.

— Ckaxwre, a MOr BUKTOp TOXE 3aBeCcTH ceOe KEeHIIMHY Ha CTOPOHE? — C COMHEHHEM CITPOCHIT
Mepkyiios.

— Kro? Butpka? la Bot uro! On ymién 6b1. [Tpocto ymién Obl OT He€ U ocTajcs OAUH CO CBOEH
BEYHOM 0OOBBI0. He moBessio mapHio. .. Broouics ve B Ty. OQHOMIO0 OH.

— Xwm... [ Bac nonsn. Cnacu6o 6ombinoe, Jliomvuna MiBaHoBHa. Bel MHE MHOTO HHTEPECHOTO
pacckazaim.

— Brl Haigute ero, gagHo?

— Koro? — He noHsi;1 Maiop.

— Vowiiiy Butbku Haiigute! OH xopomum mapaeM Obul. 1oOpeiM odeHb. OH He 3acTyKui
310rO... IlycTh XOTh HaKa3aH OyJeT TOT, KTO 3TO cleNall, — B I71a3aX yUUTEJbHUIIbI MTPEaTeIbCKH
OJIeCHYJIU CIIE3bI.

— 41 Bam obermato, 4To MPUIIOKY BCE YCHJIMS, YTOOBI HAWUTH UMEHHO ero. A ceifuac s I0JKeH
uaru. Eme pa3 cnacu6o 3a nomoris. 1o cBUaaHus.

Jlionmuna VIBaHOBHA TOJIBKO KMBHYJIA TO0BOM B O0TBeT. OHa OIyCcTMIIa I71a3a, IOTOMY 4TO He
XOTeJIa, YTOOBI KTO-TO BUAEI €€ CIIES.

Brriins u3 mkonsl, Mepkysos cen B ManmHy. C 0[JHOI CTOPOHBI OH ObUT 3071 Ha ['aBpuITioka 3a
XaJaTHOE OTHOIIIEHHE K ey, a C IPyroi — 03a1aueH TeM, YTO YCIIBIIIAT OT yYuTeIbHUIIBL. [IpuoOsIB B
OT/eJIeHNe, OH HallPaBHJICS B CBOW KaOMHET, He 3aMevasi HH4ero ¥ HUKOTO BOKPYT. YCEBIIKCh B CBOE
KpecJio, My KUYMHA Pa3BEPHYJI €0 K OKHY U 3a/lyMaJicsl.

— ToBapuii Maiiop, — TUXO T03Baj ero ['aBpuJIioK.

MepKyJ0oB Tak TIyOOKO TOTPY3HJICS B CBOM MBICIIH, UTO JIaXe He 0OepHYJICS.

— ToBapwuin maiiop, pa3penuTe A0J0KUTh! — KaK MOKHO IPOMYE MOYTH KPUKHYJT [ aBpHITIOK.

— A? Yt0? — obepHyJics maiiop. — Yto y Teds1, Bonoap?

—41... Mui ¢ I'epoit npoepuin cotoBblii JIeoHoBoM. EcTh nHTEpecHas nHpopmarus.

— Ectb — Tak pacckasbiBaii, — OYTH PABHOLYIITHO 3aMeTUsl MepKyJoB, BUAUMO, €IIIE HE Bep-
HYBIINCh B PEAJIbHOCTh U3 CBOMX MBICJIEH.

— IIpumepHO B TO e BpeMsi, Kak ObUIO COBEpIIIEHO YOUICTBO, Ha TenedoH JIeoHOBOM ObLT
COBEpILEH 3BOHOK. M oHa oTBeTWIa. PasroBop mmics BCero noaTopbl MUHYTHL. Tak 4TO BO BpeMs
yowmiicTBa JIeoHOBa He MOIJIa CaTh, — BOOAYIIEBIEHHO paccKa3biBait Bomopst.

— A HOMep, ¢ KOTOpOro 3BOHWIIH, €CTh B 0aze?

— BbI yauBUTECH, TOBAPHII MAKOp. .. — Havasl [aBpumok, HO MepKyJioB ero nepeou.

— He ynusmock. 3BoHm TkaueHko?

— Otkyna Bel 3HaeTe? — Bonons gaxe ces Ha CTOSALIMA PSIOM CTYJI OT YIMBJIEHUS U PACKpPbUI
poT.

— Orryna, Bonozs, orryaa. U Te1 Ob1 3HaJ, eciy Obl IPUIJIOKUIT 9y TOUKY OOJIBIIIE YCHITHIA B pac-
ciiefoBaHUM. Thl MOMMM, JIEUTEHAHT, Mbl TYT HE pOMaHbl NIUIeM. Mbl pyIlIUM YeloBeuecKue KU3HU !
W Tonbko Ha Hac OyaeT Jiekarh OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, €CJIM Mbl HEBUHOBHOTO TIOCAJMM, & BUHOBHOTO
oriiyctuM. [ToHnmaenb, nereHanT?!

— FOpuii PomanoBuy, st ocozHai. He mpocto noHsu1, npuHsil, 3anucai. S AefdCTBUTEIBHO 0CO-
3HaJ1. VI Bripesib mocTapaioch OoJblilie He JOMyCKaTh TaKUX MTPOMaXoB.

— 4 3na10, Bosone. [Toatomy Thl co MHO# padoTaenib. S KOro noraio B HalapHUKH He Oepy. —
MepKyJ0B MOAMUTHYJ JieliTeHaHTy U JoOaBwil. — CoOupail Halmx, NMPUBE3UTEe MHE €ro cioga Ha
Oeceny.

MepkynoB npekpacHO MOHUMAJI, YTO Y HUX COBEPLIEHHO HMYero Het Ha TkavyeHko. U scHO
OCO3HABAaJI, YTO 3TOTO YeJIOBeKa He MPHKMEIIL U «HA TOHT» He BO3bMENTb. Ho B riiyOuHe aymim
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OH OYEHb HaJesICsl BHIOUTD €ro U3 KojeH, YTOOBl TIO3BOJIMTh €My COBEpIIUTh OIHMOKY. Bep oH He
COMHEBAJICSI B TOM, UTO CJIe/IOBaTe/Ib BAHOBEH. BO BCSIKOM ciydae, ero Obl TaKOH BapUaHT COOBITHIA
OYEHb YCTPOUIL.

keksk

AJnekcaHjipa cyeTriach 1o JIoMy, HO Jiejiajia 3To 6e3 oco0oro sHTy3uazMa. Be€ motromy uto oHa
eIlE HU pa3y 3a MOCJIEAHME Ba JHS HE IMpucena, a AJIeKcel JeMOHCTPAaTUBHO JieXkall Ha JUBAaHE U
CMOTpEJI TEJIEBU30P.

— Kak xopo11o, 4to Thl B3s1J1 CErOHsI BBIXOOAHON. MOXeET, Thl, HAKOHEL, CMOXKEIIb B KOPUAOpPE
ABEpILy MOAKPYTUTH? A TO OHA CKOPO COPBETCS, — COOpPAB BCIO BOJIIO B KYJIaK, BEKJIMBO MOMPOCHIA
JKEHILMHA.

— Carna, s ycran. § He MPOCTO Tak B3I BHIXOAHOM. S XOUy OTIOXHYTh, a HE ABEPLIbI IPUKPY-
YMBaTh! — OTBETUJI MYKUMHA, TOBBICUB T'OJIOC.

— fcHo. 3HaunT, MyXUK B JJOME — TOXe s, — oOuenach AJeKcaHapa W, AOCTaB U3 SIIUKa
OTBEPTKY, BbIIILIA U3 KOMHATHI.

— Xoporuo, s npukpyuy. [lonos:xe. Celiuac nosjexy HEMHOXKKO U MPUKPyUy! — pa3npak€HHO
KPUKHYJI AJIeKcel.

— Vry, — u3 Kopuaopa pas3zancs CKpUN OTKpPbIBAIOLLIENCs JBEPLBI Kada. YCTaB ClIylaTh 3TO
oOelanue yxe TPeThio HeJemo, X035 iKa cama B3sJ1ach 3a MKa(UUK, TaK ke JeMOHCTPATHBHO.

B nBeppr No3BOHWIIN.

— Toi yTO €€ 1 no3Basia KOro-To B Mo BeIXOIHOW? §l HE CABUHYCH C 9TOro qUBaHa! — pa3apa-
KEHHO KPUKHYJ AJIEKCEH.

— JI€ma, 310 K Tebe... VI3 momuimu. .. — AJieKcaHipa 3anuia B KOMHATY, a 32 Hell CJeJjoM —
laBpwniok u 1BOe MykuuH B popme.

— Yro BHI 31€Ch 3a0bTH? ! — psABKHYN TKaue€HKO, BCKOYMB C AUBaHA. — Y MEHs CEroiHsI BBIXO/I-
Ho!

— Topapwu maiiop! — nmoBbicui rosioc [aBpumiok. — K yeMy 3101 1iupk ? Mbl X0TUM, 9TOOBI BbI
MIPOEeXajiy C HaMHU.

—DTO M0 KaKOMY TaKOMY CJIy4alo s JOJDKEeH ToeXaTh ¢ BaMU? — HEPBHO YJIBIOHYJICS AJIEKCEH.

— Bam XoTAT 3a1aTh HECKOJILKO BOIIPOCOB TIO Jieny 00 youiictBe Buktopa JleoHoBa.

— Yto? Yto 310 32 Opea? S Tyt npu uém?

— Yt0 BBI Takoe ropopute? — BMeIlalach B pa3roBop AJieKcaHapa. — DTO SBHO Kakas-TO
ommoka. Mo MyXk CJIeIoBaTellb, OH MOJTHIICHCK !

— Bam, BO3MOHO, TOKaXETCSl ITO CTPAHHBIM, HO MOJMLIEHCKUE — TOXE JIOIH, — oTpe3as [ aB-
PUWJIIOK, JJake He TSI/l B CTOPOHY JKEHIIMHBL. A TTOTOM CHOBa 00paTUJICs K AJeKcero:

— Bol moenere ¢ Hamu wim OyziemM GeceoBaTh MPSIMO 371eCh?

— Hoporasi, — obpatuiicsi My)K4MHa K CYNpyre, — 3T0 HeAOpa3yMeHHe, KOTOpoe OYeHb CKOPO
nposicHutcs. Y Torna ToBapuill JISMTEHaHT caM JIMYHO MPUHECET MHE CBOU M3BUHEHHUS. A 5 TOCTABJIIO
T1071 BOIIPOC €r0 KOMIIETEHTHOCTb, — AJIEKCEH 3710 B3IVIsIHYJI Ha ['aBprITioka, HO TOT XOJIO/IHO BhIJEp:Kall
B3IJISAL.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT TKau€HKO BMECTE C CONPOBOKAECHUEM BBIILIEN U3 MApaJHON. AJeK-
CaH/Ipa TPEBOKHO HaOMoOgaMa U3 OKHA, KaK OHU Ca/IMJIMCh B MOJUIEHCKUE aBTOMOOMIH. Kak TombKo
OHM CKPBUTHCH 32 TOBOPOTOM, KEHIIMHA B3sU1a TeJle(DOHHYIO TPYOKY:

— Cama? Ilpuser. Tompko uTo apectoBanu Jl€mry... B yOuiicTBe TOro mapHs, ynaBIIero
Kpbly. .. Jla, Xxoporo.

OtkmounB TenedoH, AJIeKcaHapa cejla Ha KpaellleK JMBaHa M 3aIUlakajia, 3aKpbIB JIMLIO
pyKamu.

keksk

B kabunerte crosiia HanpsikEHHAsA 0OCTaHOBKA. TKaueHKO CUjiesl HarmpoTUB MepKyJioBa 1 CBep-
JIUJT €T0 B3IJISIIOM, TOJHBIM HeHaBucTU. Cam sxe MepKyJIoB paBHOYIIIHO TNepedupan Oymaru, Jaxe
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HE VIS B CTOPOHY CJIe0BaTeIsl, Kak Oy/ATO CrielMaibHO 3aTAruBas nay3y. [Io0ToM OH MOfIHSL TOJIOBY
Y COBEPUIEHHO CIIOKOMHO CITIPOCHIL

— Utak, Anekceit CTenaHoBHUY, KaK JIaBHO Bbl 3HAKOMbI ¢ AHHOM U Buktopom JleoHoBbIME?

— Co mKoJbl, — B35B ce0s1 B pyKH, TaK e CIIOKOHHO OTBETUJT TKaueHKo.

— A nouemy Bbl 00 3TOM He ckazasm orepam?

— A MeHs HUKTO 00 3TOM He CITpaIlinBall.

MepKyJIOB YCMEXHYJICA:

— W nackonbko 61m3kuMu y Bac 6putn otHOIIeHHs1 ¢ AHHO#M JIeoHOBO#?

— lpyxeckue. {1, 3HaeTe Jiu, KeHar.

— Hacromnbko npyxeckue, yto Bbl 3BOHIIIH €ii paHO yTPOM B IpUMepHOe BpeMst youiictBa? Bot
pacrnevyaTka 3BOHKOB Ha e€ HoMep. — MepKyJIoB NpoTsiHya Oymary, HoO TKaueHKO J1ake He BIIJISHYIT
Ha HeE.

— Ja. Ans ¢ Bureii nmoccopunch Be4epom, IMo3TOMY 51 3BOHWIJI yTPOM y3HATh, BCE JIM XOPOIIIO.

— B nauvase cegpmoro?

— §1 3nau, yto Buts kaxmoe yrpo Ha mpodexke. KoHeuHo, MHe ObLIO yI0OOHO MO3BOHUTH B €TI0
OTCYTCTBUE.

— V¥ Hac ecth OCHOBaHHE IOJIAraTh, 4T0 Bac ¢ AHHOI JIEOHOBOH CBA3LIBAIM Oojiee OIM3KYUE
OTHOIIIEHU S, O KOTOpbIX y3Has1 Bukrtop. On Bam yrposxkain?

laBpumiok 1 ['epa B OqMH MOMEHT MOJHSIM TOJIOBBI U C YIMBJIEHUEM ITOCMOTpear Ha Mepky-
noBa. Ho y Hero Ha yiuiie He 1eBeJIbHYJICS HU OJIMH MYCKYJI.

TkaueHKo BblAEp:KaJl May3y, a HOTOM OTBETUJI:

— MB&I xuBEM B ABauaTh epBoM Beke. COBETCKOro coio3a OoJblle HeT. 32 U3MEHbl He OTYH-
THIBAIOT HA MAPTCOOPAaHMSIX U HE BHITOHSIOT ¢ padoThl. Tem Oornee 3a apyxkeckue oTHouleHus. Enpa
JI1 IONOOHBIM MHE MOKHO OBUIO OBl YTPOXKATh.

— Bol kuBETE B KBapTUPE KEHBI, IOITOMY B ClIyyae pa3BoJa OKa3aich Obl Ha yiuie?

— Tak cebe MOTUB, TOBapUII] Maliop, — ycMexHyJIcsl TkaueHKo. — 51 B3pOCIIblil caMOIOCTATOYHBIN
MyxuuHa. [a eme npu 38anuu. Mory u Ha ciyxeOHoe XIiIbe mpeTeHnoBars. Kak Bugure, cnadopart
MOBOJI PUCKHYTb OJMKANIIMMU IB/ALATHIO TOIAMU CBOEH KU3HHU.

— I'me BBI ObUTM B MOMEHT yOuiicTBa?

— Homa. Cnan. [TonTBepauTh MOKET MOSI KEeHa.

— Cripocum.

— Toapwu maiiop, Baly OOBUHEHHS HE CTOSIT U JIOMAHOTO T'POIIIA.

— O6BuHeHHs? — MepkysioB n300pa3wil Ha JUIle yauBjieHue. — Bac B 4émM-10 0OBUHSIIOT? MbI
MIPOBOIIUM pacciie[JOBaHUE U orpaninBaeM cpuaereneid. Criacn6o, 4To CMOIJIH YAEIUTh HAM BpeMsl 1
OTBETUTh Ha Bonpockl. He yesxkaiite, moxanyiicra, u3 ropoaa. Jlo cBuaanus.

MepKyJI0B CHOBa 3aHsuICsl OyMaraMu, BCEM CBOMM BHJIOM TMOKa3bIBasi, YTO pa3roBOp MPOIOI-
KaTbh HE HAMEPEH.

TkaueHKo BCTajl CO CTy/la, OKMHYJ B3IVISAOM 3acTHIBIIMX OT YIUBJIEHUS OMNEpPOB, U MOJIYa
BBIIIIEJT U3 KaOMHETa.

— FOpwuii PomaroBMY, 3T0 4TO OBLTIO? — TUXO CIIPOCIT ['aBpHITIOK Yepe3 HECKOJILKO CEKYH/I TTOCIIe
TOr0, KaK JIB€pb 3aKPbLIaCh.

— 9710, Bonons, okazaTenabCcTBO TOro, Kak OMACHO CMEIIMBATh JIMYHOE C MPO(ECCUOHAIBHBIM.

— Bo1 0 uém? — BMemasics B 6eceny ['epa.

— Tepniets He Mory 31010 TKau€HKO. A OH €IIE€ U METUT Ha JOJKHOCTh HAYAJIbHUKA CJIECTBEH-
HOro KomuTteTa. M He mpocTo METUT, a OYEHb BEPOSITHO, UYTO €€ Moay4yuT. M BOT Toraa HaM XaHa.
Jlyume 6 cen.

— A BpI uT0, TOXE Ha HE€ MeTuTe? — OCTOPOXKHO cripocu ['epa.

— A 11, TOBapUIIl JISHTEHAHT, BBITIOHSIO CBOIO padoTy. Yero u Bam coBeTyio. — MepKyJIoB XJIOM-
HYJI TTATIKOM, B3sUT KYPTKY ¥ BBIIIIEN U3 KaOMHETA.
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[Ipoiias mo IIMHHOMY KOPHIOPY M CITyCTUBIIKUCH IO JIECTHUIE, MepKy/IOB Momnan B HEOOb-
IIYI0 TIPUCTPOMKY, TIOTHOCTBIO OTBEAEHHYIO ISl 9KCIEPTOB. B OMHOM 13 KaOMHETOB, YTKHYBIINCH B
OyMmaru, cuaes XyIOlaBblii BHICOKHMIA MyXK4MHA B oukax. Korna MepKysioB BOIIEN, OH Jake He MOf-
HslJI [JIa3, HO YBEPEHHO MOIPUBETCTBOBAJ BOLIEALLETO.

— Kak bl y3HaJ1, 4TO 3TO 1?7 — MAOp C HEIOBEPUEM MTOCMOTPEJT Ha JKCIIepTa.

— ToBapur maitop, npex e, yem 3axoaute Bol, 3axonut Ban kinaccuaeckuit Xyro bocc, koto-
PbI 51 HU C YeM yXKe He MeperyTal, — YAbIOHYJICS SKCIIEPT, B3IJISTHYB HAaKOHell Ha MepKyJoBa.

— JlagHo, Iuma, uto y Hac no JleoHoBy ecth? Ckaxu MHE, YTO YTO-TO €CTh?!

— Yro-TO ecTb, — mapeHb OTKPBLI MAIKY U MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAII ONlepy CHUMKHU. — Ha Kpbiiiry
JIaBHO HMKTO HE XOIOWJI, TaM TpH ciosi mbuid. COOTBETCTBEHHO HAMJIEHHbBIE OTHEYaTKHU OOTMHOK M
nasbleB npuHaiexar JleoHoBy. CreoB HaXOKACHHS IPYrUX Joaer He OOHApPYKEHO.

— Moxer, nmpecTynHUK ObLI B MiepuaTKax? — MPeAroIoKimI Maiop.

— Ara, ¥ IOAHAJICA Ha KPBILLY 110 BO31yXy. [ 0BOpIO %k Bawm, ciieibl Ha CTynieHbKax BEAYT TOJIBKO
BBEPX U MPUHAJIEKAT KPOCCOBKAM TpYIIa.

— WHTepecHo. 3HAYNT, 3TO MOKET OBITH CAMOYOUNACTBOM?

— He moxer. [lotomy uto JleonoB ynan He caM. Ero tonknynu. Ckopee Bcero, OKJIMKHYJIH, a
KOTJa OH TIOBEPHYJICS, COPOCHIIN C KPBIIIIH.

— U 410 370 32 yOmiila-nmpu3pak, He OCTABJISIONINN CIIe/IOB?

JrMa ycMexHyIcsl, oKaB IJIeYaMH.

— Buaumo, oH yxe kJasl ero Ha Kpbllle ¥ nonaj Tyaa yepe3 Apyrywo napagdyo. Hy, naaHo,
cracn60, — MepKyJioB, 3a/lyMaBIIKCh, BBIIIEN 13 KAOMHETA.

keksk

Kopnuios mpuexas oueHb ObicTpo. BOexkaB Ha HyXHBIN 3Tax, MTO3BOHII B JJBEpPb, HE YCIIEB
OTIBIIIAThCA. AJIEKCaHIpa OTKpbUIa IoUTH cpa3y. OHa Benena eMy BOMTH, a caMa BepHYJIach B KOM-
Haty. MyX4MHa 3aKpbUI 32 COOOM JIBEPh, pa3yJics U BOIIEN BCIIE 3a TIOAPYTOM.

— Ycnoko¥ics, y HUX HUYero Ha Hero HeT. DTo BooOIIIe Kakas-To ommoka, — KopHWIoB cet Ha
AMBaH psIOM C AJIEKCaHAPON He 3Hasl, TO JIM OOHSATH €€, PhIAAIONIYIO, TO JIU HE HaJIO.

— Ca, 3T0 BCE Kak TpoM cpeau sicHoro HeOa. [Ipuiuiy, 3a0panu. .. A Besib Thl 3HAEIIb, KaK Y
Hac ObiBaeT. MOryT ¥ HeBUHOBHOTO TIOCA/IUTh.

— 41 TeGe onHO MOry cKa3aTh, MepKyJIOB — MyXHUK, KOTOPOro s yBaxaw. OH, KOHEUHO, 3aHOC-
YMB ¥ TIIECTIaBEH, HO UMEHHO MMO3TOMY JOOMpAeTCsl 10 CAMOM CyTH. DTO HE TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHI
3aKpOET HEBUHOBHOTO.

— Tel nymaenb, y HUX €CThb OCHOBaHUS No1o3peBaTh JIenry ?

— 4 He 3Haw. Buaare, 4TO-TO HaKOMAJIM, pa3 BbI3BAIU. YTOUHAT W ormyctAT. HO moka ero
OTCTPaHWJIM OT JIeJia, MHE 110 Jjopore 3BoHWIH. [lepenamu aeno mue. HeoxxumanHo ObicTpo cpadoTani,
ABHO MEPKYJIOB BBIILIE] YEPE3 CBOU CBA3M.

— Cam! — Bapyr Asnekcan/ipa oJHsJIa TOJI0OBY M B3IVIsIHYJIA [JIa3aMU, TIOJIHBIMU CJIE3 HA MpUs-
Tesisl. — A 1aBail CXOAMM Ha Kphbliiny?

— He nonsin?

— Hy, Ha mecTo npecryruieHus.

— 3auem?

— 41 xouy nmocmotpers. Bapyr skcniepTsl 4TO-TO He 3aMeTUIN? — AJleKcaHapa B3IVISHYJIA Ha
Apyra v, BCTPETUB HEJJOBEPUMBBIN B3VIsi, JoOaBmiIa. — 51 em€ u kuury numry. [letektiB. MHe oueHb
HYKHO.

Caina noxasn re4amu:

— Ecnu TBI XO4elb, Mbl MOKEM CXO[MTh, HO 51 HE yMAl0, YTO Mbl UYTO-TO OOHAPYKHM.

— 41 ceituac oieHyCb.

UYepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT OHHU YK€ MOJHUMAJIMCH 10 NAPaJHON JIECTHULIE I0Ma HAIlPOTHB.
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— 51 Te6s1 noHMMar0. Bosbliie Bcero B Takux ciaydasix youBaeT OecCriivie U OCO3HaHUE TOTo, UTO
Mbl HUIUETO HE MOXEM C/eNaTh. ..

AJlekcaHjipa pe3Ko OCTaHOBUIJIACh M 00epHyach. Tak, uro Carna, A Ha IBe CTYNCHbKU
HUKE, YyTb HE YTKHYJICSI HOCOM €Ml B Tpy/b, YTO, B OOIIEM-TO, HE TIPUHECIIO €My HEeraTHBHBIX BIIe-
YaTJICHUN.

— Ms1 MmokeM. MBI MOXeEM HAMHOTO OOJIbIIe, YeM JymMaeM! — OHa OTBEpPHYJIACh M MTPOJOJIKUIIA
MOJIHUMATBCSI BBEPX 10 JIECTHULIE.

keksk

MepkynoB yBEpEHHO BBIILIEN U3 MAILIMHBI U HAITPABUJICS K HYKHOM MapaHOM.

— Tosapui maiiop, Bel TOUHO Aymaete, YTO HaM HYXKHO WATU Tyda el pa3? — Kyda MeHee
YBEPEHHO IOCJIEN0BAN 32 HUM [ aBpuITIOK.

Ho onep ve otBeuyan. OH OBICTPO MOAHSICS IO JIECTHUIIE, IPU STOM €ro JAbIXaHHUe Jake He
COMJIOCH, B OTJIMYME OT JIEHTEHAHTA, KOTOPBIH TSKEJIO JBIIIAN ITOCTIe MIEPBOro ke MposéTa. MepKyioB
MOYTH BOPBAJICs B KBapTUPY JIGOHOBBIX:

— Anna BnagumupoBHa, 3apaBctByiiTe. Ham HykHO eié pa3 ocMOTpeTh Bely Baiiero myxa.

— Jla noxanyiicta, — X03s1iKa paBHOYLITHO MaxHyJ/Ia B CTOPOHY KOMHATBhI, a caMa MocJieJoBaja
Ha KyXHIO.

Maiiop 00BEN B3IIs10M KOMHATy. B3risin vy 3a uto He neruisiicst. OH OTKpbLT 1mIKad, morma-
pUJI PYKOH O[], aKKypaTHO CJIOKEHHOM OIeXKJO0M, MOTOM MPOBEPUJI KapMaHbl BUCSIIMX KOCTIOMOB
u Kyprok. OH Jake He MpeJCTaBiisll, YTO MILET, HO MOHMMAJI, YTO HYKHO 4TO-TO HaWTH. [lanbiie
MepkyJ0B 0014311 TMCBMEHHBIN CTOJT M TYMOOUKY, He 3a0bIB 3aIIsIHYTh IO TuBaH. He oOHapyxuB
COBEPIIIEHHO HUYETO, JJake MBUTH, OH BCTAJI MOCEPEANHE KOMHATHI M CKa3aJl ce0e eJie CIIBIIIHO:

— Tak, IOpa, nymaii. Tebe HyXHO CIIpATaTh YTO-TO OYEHb BakHOE. [ymMaii, Kyaa Thl 3TO TMOJIO-
KUIIb.

laBputiok cTOsT MOTYa, OOSICh BMEIIMBATHCS B PA3MBIIILIEHHS KOJUIeTH. B jkuBoTe 3aypuao
OT HaIpsIKEHU S U MBICTIEN O OYJIOYHOM 32 YIJIOM, HO OH CTOMYECKH MIEPEHOCHIT 9TO UCTIbITaHue. Mep-
KYJIOB CHOBA OIJIsI[Ie]I KOMHATY, HO yke OoJiee CIIOKOMHO, OCTAHABIMBASICh B3IJISIZIOM TO Ha OTHOM, TO
Ha npyroMm mecrte. [lIkad, micbkMeHHBIN CTOM, AUBaH, TYMOOUKA, TUTapa Ha CTEHE. . .

— T'urapa!? — onep nozoien u CHsJI rUTapy, OCMOTPEI €€ CHapy K, IIOTOM 3arjIsiHy/1 B OTBEp-
crue. OH cjerka noTpsic MHCTPYMEHT, TOTOM 3aCyHYJ1 ajibLibl BHYTpb. Halynas npuksiieeHHbli CKOT-
YeM KOHBEPT, OH JJOCTaJ €ro ¥ NMOBECUJI TUTapy Ha MECTO.

— Hy, uyro? Hanuim, 4ro uckanu? — BoILIa B KOMHATY XO35MKa. — A MOXKET, YCHeIn YTO—TO
nofgOpocuth? Bl Beib Tak padotaere? Ecii He HAXOAUTCS BUHOBHBIX, BBl MX cCaMH Ha3zHavaeTe?!

— He necute uymib, — rpy6o otBeTrn MepKyJioB, eqBa B3IJIsSIHYB Ha He€, 1 Opocu [ aBpriTioky:

— Haigu noHAThIX.

JIBaXabl TOBOPUTh HE HYXHO ObUIO0. B 3TO pa3 jeiiTeHaHT cpaboTay BechbMa OINEpaTUBHO.
Cocenu okazanuch goma. Te camble: TakKCUCT U ero keHa. OHM paciuCcalucCh B COCTABJIEHHBIX IPO-
TOKOJIaX ¥ CIIEIIHO TIOKUHY/IM KBapTUPY, HE kKesas HUKaKUM 00pa3oM OoJibliie ObITh BOBJICUEHHBIMU
B paccliie/ioBaHue.

— Y10 3T0? — CAEPKAHHO, HO C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM CIpOCHIa AHHA.

— DTO Y3HAIOT IKCHEPThl, — OTBETHII MEpKyJIOB U, MOMPOLIABIIKUCH, BbIILEN U3 KBapTUpbL. [ aB-
PWIIOK MOJTYA MOC/IEI0BAIT 32 HUM.

keksk

[Moroma mposicHnIack. 3emiist OblIa cIeTKa BIaXKHOU OT 0K/, HO JyX He Obuto. Hebo cmu-
JIOCTUBWUJIOCh HaJ KUTCIAMHA ropoga U MPUOTKPLUIO 3aBECY TYY, BBIITYCTUB HECKOJIBKO COJTHEYHBIX
Jydeid. AJieKcaHIpa OCTOPOKHO 3a0pasiach Ha Kpsinry. KopHUIOB momHsics 3a Heil. OCMOTpEBIIUCH
0 CTOPOHAM, JKEHIIIMHA Havyajla BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTPETh TIOJT HOTH.

— Te1 3Han1a 3TUX JleoHoBBIX? — cipocuin KopHuiios.
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— He-a, njaxxe He npencTaBisio, O KOM peyb.

— A Jléxa Toxe He 3Han?

AJekcanipa TOJIBKO OTKpbLJIa POT, YTOOBI OTBETUTh, HO OCeKJIach. M, mogymas, ckaszaa:

— Bpone Het. Bo BcsikoM ciydae, MHe HUYero He roBopil. OH BooOIie 00 3TOM Jiesie HUYero
HE TOBOPUIL.

— Mozxert, noromy u He roBopui1? — cipocui KopHuiios.

— Cam, THI gymaerib, 4to JI€ma Mor Koro-To youTs?

— He nymarw. Ho nymaro, 4to oH ux 3Haj, pa3 MepkyJoB 3a Hero B3suicd. M1 BOT TyT jydine
Obl eMy paccKas3arh BCIO TIPaBy.

Anexkcanpa npomonyaia. OHa MeJUIEHHO NPOABUrajiach K KOHIly JOMa, HO HUYEero npuMeyda-
TEJILHOTO el He momnaganock. [lotepsiB Hafexk 1y, OHA pa3Belsia pyKamMH U I-TyOOKO B3/I0XHYJA!

— Buaumo, Te1 6601 TIpaB. S1 He yMHee KCIIEPTOB, HUUETO Mbl HE HAUEM.

— He paccrpauaiics, — nomnbiTasics nogaepxarb e€ KopHunoB. — Mel 4To-HUOYIH TPUIYMaEM.
4 moeny B oT/1eN M XOT$1 OB BBISICHIO, YTO CITyYHJIOCh.

— Caaam? — 3alymMurBO Mo3Bajia jpyra Asiekcanjpa. — A Tpyn Hanuia Mapus IlaBioBHa, Tak?

— Tak.

— W oHa crosina BoO ABOpe, MOKa He rnpuexasia Moauims?

— Ja.

— U He Buziena HUKOTO MOCTOPOHHETO, U U3 MapajHbIX HUKTO He BbIxonui? Bbuio ke paHo, Ha
padoTy HUKTO He MIEN.

— K yeMy T KJIOHMIIIB?

— Kak b1 mymaernin, Kpsblia — MOAXOsAIIee MECTO Il TOTO, YTOObI BHIATH MOKYPHTH?

— Bpsaa ... —nonymas, oTBeTHI MykuMHa. Pa3Be 4yTo KOMIaHUs Kakasi. .. C IMBOM Jia JypbIO.

— A xennmHa? Moruia Obl BBIUTH Ha KPBIITY, TOKYPHUTH?

— Ara, pa3Be 4TO NOlyMaTh, IPbIaTh UM HET, — ChsI3BUII KOpHUIIOB.

AJnekcanpa MpUCTaIbHO MOCMOTPEA B I71a3a MYyKUMHE.

— Yro Thl HamLIA?

— Bor... — oHa yka3ayia Ha TpU OKYpKa, JIeXkKallUX B YrojlKe Y Kpasi KpbIIIA COCEHEro A0Ma,
Ha KOTOPBI OCTOPOKHO MOKHO ObLJIO mepesie3Th. — C Kakoi-To sSIpKoi 60proBo—(hHOIETOBOM TTOMa-
1oi. .. Buagumo, KTo-To KOro-To J0Jro %/Jaj Wiv O4eHb HEpBHUYAIL.

KopHuiioB niepeOpaicst Ha COCETHIO KPBIITY, JOCTAT U3 KapMaHa MaJIeHbKUH 11eJ17I0(DaHOBBI
MAKeTUK, KOTOPBIN BCeraa HOCUII ¢ COOOM Ha BCAKHM CTyJai, U aKKypaTHO TOJIOKWII Ty/la OIUH U3
HalJeHHBbIX OKYpKOB. [I0TOM MO3BOHMII OnepaM U KCHEPTY, CPOUHO BbI3BAB UX HA MECTO MPECTYII-
JICHUS.

— A Tenepb, foporast Mosi, UM JOMOM, 4ToO TeOs1 HUKTO 31ech He Buaen. VHave uz-3a 1eds,
KaK M3-3a 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOTO JIMLIA, Mbl CMOXEM JIMIIATHCS YIUKH.

OOBACHATH HE MPUIILIOCh. AJIEKCaHIpa KUBHYJIA TOJIOBOM M TYT K€ MOKUHYJIA KPBIIITY.
keksk

I'epa paccnadbneHHo cuzien Ha padoyeM MecTe, HaClaXAasCh OTCYTCTBUEM CTapIlero Io 3Ba-
HUIO. [aBpWITIOK €1 orpoMHOe SIOIOKO M MOCMEUBAJICS HaJl HANAPHUKOM, MHIIYIIUM COOOIICHHUE
OIHOH U3 CBOUX ITaCCUM.

— Tl yero 310 s16;10K0 emb? — ynuBwics ['epman.

— Ectb X041y, — OypKHYJI B OTBET HallapHUK.

— A rae TBou ramMOyprepbi?

— Mawma ckazana, 4to s He MOy HalTu ce0e jKeHy, TOTOMY UTO MHOTro eM. M 3arperuia MHe
ecTb (acT (y[, — TPyCTHO OTBETUJ OH.

— Tax b1 Teneps y Hac [I1-mHMK?

— Yero?
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— IlpaBuibHOE nuTaHue?

— A, Hy 1a.

BuesarHo B kaOuHer BieTen MepKysoB u Opocui KOHBepT Ha cton I'epbl. JleiiTeHaHT naxe
TMO/ICKOYMJI OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH:

— Yr0 310?

— Pebyc ot nokoiiHuKa, — oTBeTI MepKyyioB 6e3 HaMEKa Ha I0MOp.

I'epa B3ss1 KOHBEpT, OTTYAA BNl Ko4. OH 3amissHy/1 BHYTPb M JOCTaJ €€ U KapTOuKy C
uuppou IeBATb.

— Or ceiiga, rae aenwru jexar? — paccmesuics ['epa.

— Ara, OT OTHOTO U3, KAK MUHUMYM, JI€BSTHU. U BpsiJI JIu OHU BCE CTOSIT Y HETO B TIOKOCHBIIIEMCS
JIOMe B IepeBHE, — 3aMeTHJI Marop.

— Ilopoxaute, 3TO ke MOXOXKE Ha KJI0Y OT ceiidoBoit ssueriku B [1ynkoBo! — BockamkHy ['aB-
pumok. — OHHU, KCTaTH, YKacHO JIOpOrue. DTO K 4TO Hafo ObUIO TyAA MOJOKHUTb, YTOO CTOJIBKO TIa-
TUTDH?

— Enem, Tonbko 3aiiny K medy 3a Oymaramu, — MepKyJioB coOpast BCE B KOHBEPT U TOJIOKIIT
ero oOpaTHO BO BHYTPEHHHI KapMaH KypTKH. — A Tbl 4ero siOJIOKO eIilb?

MepKyJoB yke coopasicsi yXOAUTh, HO OCTAaHOBUJICS, 3a/IEPKaB B3IJIsA]] Ha JICWTEHAHTE.

— Ectb X041y, — OypKHYJI TOT B OTBET.

— A e TBou raMOyprepbi? — yAUBUJICS Marop.

— 3Haere, yT0?! — B 3JI0CTM BOCKJIMKHYJ [ aBpUITIOK, HO HANTApHUK TIepeOrT €ro, OOpaTUBIIUCH
K Maiiopy.

— A MoxHO 51 ¢ Bamu? XOTb pa3 BO3bMHUTE MEHSI Ha ONIepaTUBHOE 3a/JaHue, — KaJTOOHO CIIPOCHIT
I'epa.

— Bosbmém, ['epa, Bo3eMéM. Ho He ceituac. Pa3znoOyas MHe roka 371eKTpoHHYI0 ouTy JIeoHOBa.
Bcg, uro ecTb poepeTy, yIaIEHHBIE TOKE.

— Tak Touyno, — rpycTHO oTBeTHJI ['epa 1 OOMKEHHO OTBEPHYJICS K HOYTOYKY.

Yaca uepe3 1Ba, MUHYs Bce IpoOKM, MepkysoB 1 ['aBpuitiok okaszauch B asponopty. [Ipoiias
K KamepaM XpaHeHUs1 Ha TIEPBOM 3TaXe, OHU C IIOMOILbI0 COTPYIHUKOB OTBICKAIN HY)KHYIO STYEUKY.

— Drta sfYeiika oryiadeHa Ha Mecsi] BIepEn, — 3aMeTHs1 paOOTHHK, OTHICKaB HEOOXOOMMYIO
3aIUCh B IOKYMEHTAaX.

— Oro... 9710 X Kakue JeHbI'n! — MPOKOMMEHTUPOBA ["aBpUITIOK, HO TYT K€ OITyCTHUJI TOJIOBY
T1071 CTPOIMM B3IJISIIOM CTapLIETro M0 3BaHMIO.

— Bor opnep, HaM Hafo BCKPHITH €€ U 3a0paTh COAEPKUMOE.

— Ceituac 1o30By HauyaJIbCTBO.

UYepes nomyaca siueiika Obuia BCKphITA U B pyKax y MepKyJoBa oKa3aiach KapTa MaMsTH.

— D710 em€ uro 3a kBecT?! A cmepth Komreesa B siiiie Oyner? JlagHo, moexanu, mycth ['epa
pazoupaercs.

keksk

[Tocne nonroro pasroBopa ¢ MaMoii 1o TesepOoHy 3a 3aKPHITOM ABEPbI0 AJleKCaHJpa HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs IpOCcHJesIa OlHA Ha KyXHE 3a YaIlKOM Yasi C MEJIUCCON. B ronoBe npoHOCKINCH MBICIM OJHA
3a JpyroM, HO JKEHIIMHA He MOIJIa COCPEIOTOUMThCS HU Ha Kakoi. E€ pa3peiBano Mexy kelnaHueM
3aIUTUTH CBOETO MYKa U OObEKTHBHBIM HAMEPEHHEM BOOOIIIE He JIE3Th B 3TO pacciieloBaHue.

B rybune mymm K Hell yKe 3aKpasliCh COMHEHUSI: TUCTBUTEIBHO JIM 9TU OKYPKH CBSI3aHbI
C TIPECTYIUIEHUEM, WM K€ TI0 €€ BUHE W MH(AHTUILHOCTH OyleT OOBMHEH HEBUHOBHBIN YEJIOBEK.
UYtoObl HE COMTHU € yMa MIPSIMO 3/1€Ch, HA 3TOM CTYJIe, JKeHIIMHA YCIIOKanuBasia ceOsl TeM, UTO SKCTIEPTHI
YK TOUHO BBISICHAT TIpaBay. M Mx BepAuKT OyJeT OCHOBaH He Ha JIOrajIKax U CTpaxax, a Ha peasbHbIX
(pakTtax. C TakMMU MBICJISIMU OHA BCTAJIa U BHIIILIA U3 KYXHHU.

Anekcanzipa 10BOJIbHO OBICTPO coOpaJia OrpPOMHBIA YeMOJIaH Ha KOJEcax M JIBa CIIOPTUBHBIX
PIOK3aKa, XOTsI 0OBIYHO cOOMpasia BelIy JoIro U MyunTesbHo. Ho ceifuac, koraa maHMYecKre MbICTH
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0710JIEBAJIM €€ MO3T, €r0 CPOYHO HY)KHO ObLJIO YeM—TO 3aHATh. M yrakoBKa yemMoJaHa Kak HUKOTAA
ObLIa KCTaTH.

— Mam? MsI kyma-To codupaemcsi? — yIMBUINCH JIETH, BEPHYBIIKCH JOMOU TOC/IE MPOTYIKA
BO JIBOpE.

— Ha... babymka 3BoHmIa. OHa yX)acHO 1O BaM COCKyumiach. § B3sila Ha cebsi cMenocTh
nooOemarh efl MPUBE3TH BacC Ha Mapy JAHEH, Bbl HE MPOTUB?

— Vpa! — B oquH rosoc 3akpuyaiiv JeTu.

— A d4ero 3T0 BHI TaK pajyerech? — 3acMesuiach AJIeKCaHpa.

— Hy kak?! Babymka nayromaer Vmoxy pasHbIMU BKYCHOCTSIMHU! — TOCTIeIIIIa OOBSICHUTh
pamocTh Opara JieBOUKa.

— Ara, a ATMHKa B TeJIeBU30pe OyJieT CMOTPETh CBOM Mepeiadyr PO MOy U ¢ 6A0YIITKOM Kyp-
HaJIbl MOJI JIUCTATh! — HE OTCTAaBAJl MAJIbYUK.

Bcé nonsTHO, — yeiOHYy1ach Mama. — [ 1aBHOE, 4T0OBI BceM ObUIO Xopoino. [Ipo Moay moroso-
puth 6adymika moOuT. [la 1 BKYCHOCTH, YyBCTBYIO, YK BaM Hameu€r. Bc€ syuine, yeM B MarasuHe
Oparts. JlamgHo. f Bam mpakTUdecku BeE cnokuia. Toinbko BO3bMUTE ceOe M0 KHIKKE U UTPhI KaKHe-
HUOY/b, €CITU XOTHTE.

— ¥Yry, — ckopell NpoMbIYaJIi B OTBET JETH.

— Kamxku, roBopio, Bo3bmute. [IpoBepio, CKOJIBKO Bl IPOYUTAIIH, TIPUEAETE — MepeCcKakeTe.

— JlagHO, — HETOBOJIBHO COTJIACHIIUCH pedsTa.

Koraa nocnenaue Bety ObUTH CIIOKEHBI, AETH B3sUIH 110 PIOK3aKy, a AJIeKCaHIpa MOBe3J1a 4eMO-
JaH Ha KoJécax. Bbliis U3 mapagHoi, OHU CeJIM B TAKCU M Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl OKa3ajich Ha
BurtebckoM Bok3asie, Kak pa3 ycrieB K JeKTPUIKe.

et moounu anekTpudku. W modwmm e3auth k 6adyike. CHaYama OHA yBJICUEHHO paccMar-
pUBaI CMEHSIOIIME IPYT ApYra Mei3axu 3a OKHOM, a TIOTOM NEePEeKJIIYUIINCh Ha TOPrOBIIEB, MPe[-
JIaralolyXx B BaroHaX pasHble MeJIovyd. B mocneHee BpeMsi, KOHEUHO, X CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE MEHBIIIE,
MOTOMY UYTO TPAHCIIOPTHAS MOJIMIIUS HE APEMJIET, HO CaMble yIIUTble BCE paBHO yMy/ApsUTUCH 3apada-
THIBaTh. JleTH paccMaTpyBasiv TOPrOBLIEB, BHUMATEJILHO CIIyIIasi BCE, YTO OHU PACCKA3bIBAIOT O TOBA-
pax. A MOTOM TepecKas3bIBai 0alyIlke, Kopya pOXKHUIIbI U BeCessiCh, Oy/ITO OHU YYaCTHUKHU MHTEp-
AKTUBHOTO CIIEKTAKJIA.

[Nomyaca mposerenn HE3aMETHO, U CeMbsl, KYIUB T10 IOPOre B Mara3uH4MKe y CTaHIMU Mpo-
AYKTbI, HAPABIJIACh K MAJIEHbKOW MSATUITAXKE COBCEM PSIZIOM C BOK3aJIOM.

Balymika BcTpeTuia BHyYaT ¢ pacnpocTépThiMu 0O0bsTUsIMU. [lolieioBaB BceX TPOMX MPSMO
Ha Mopore, OHa MPUITIACKHIIAa UX B KBAPTHUPY, U3 KOTOPOH yxke JOHOCUJICA 3amax OyJIoueK ¢ KOpHILIEH.

— Iloka He moerb, JOMOI He Moezienb! — CKa3aia OHa I0YKe TOHOM, He TepIISIIUM OTKa3a.

— INoem, — cornacmiack Anekcanpa. — YTo-To coBceM 3a0blia CerojiHs o ee Ha (hoHe Mmocye]-
HUX COOBITHUH. . .

— M. .. Beé motoM. A ceifuac MpoXoAWTe, pacrofiaraiTech, BeTouky Mou! baldyika yxe
BaM CTOJI HaKpbuIa!

Bnpouem, Ha KOro Ha Koro, a Ha 6a0yIIKy 3Ta )eHIMHA Mayio noxonuia. Operas no Moze, HO
CO BKYCOM U JIa’ke KaKOW-TO U3bICKAHHOCTBIO, OHA CKOpEN Ka3aJlaCh CTapIleld cecTpor AJIEKCaHIPhI.
AKKypaTHO yJIO:KeHHbIE BOJIOCH M1 KOCMETHKA Ha JIMLIE He TIO3BOJISIA HUKOMY TOYHO yrajarth e€ Bo3-
pact. XOTs OHa ¥ He CKpbIBaJa ero. A Ha00OPOT TOPAMIIACH TEM, YTO TaK MOJIOAO BHIIVISAUT B CBOU
— 10 roabl. Bripouem, o rogax Mapus CtenaHoBHa TOXe Aymajia Majo:

«Kakune mou rozpt! 4 eme 3amysk Bblily, BOT IOCMOTPUTE!» — FOBOPHJIA OHA.

Be3 myska oHa ocranach He Tak JaBHO. Pazonuick mo-xopormemy, 6e3 ccop u ckangaios. Bee-
raa Oozpasi 1 sHepruyHas Mapusi CtenaHoBHa OoJbllie HE MOIJIA TAIUTh Ha ce0e YHBUIOTO, TSIKE-
JIOTO Ha TOIBEM CTapHKa, KOTOPHIA KO BCEMY IMpoYeMy eni€ U K OyTbUIKE ObUT Pajl MPUIIOKUTHCS
10 JM0OOMY TTOBOLY, B KaX[blid Mpa3gHUK. OTTOro u cocrapuiicst paHbiie BpeMeHn. Mapuu Crerna-
HOBHE, KOHEUHO, OBUIO kaJjb €ro, HO JI0YKa BBIPOCIIA, BHYKH MOAPACTAIOT, U KEHIIMHA Pelia, YTo
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He HaJOOHO MM BHJETH JIela «B HEMOTPEOHOM BUJIe», B KOEM OH valie Bcero npebsiai. [la u cama
pelnmia, 9To JOCTOMHA OOJBINEro, YeM ObITh «ITPUCITYKHUIICH Y HeOIarolapHoro 4ejioBeka». A yx
Omarogaputh e€ ObUIO 3a uTO. Beerga uncro, yloTHO JoMa, U3 KyXHU — apoMar BBITICUKU U U3BICKaH-
HbIX Omof. CaMa ¢ UroJIouku ofieTa U yxoxkeHa. Myska nojep:kuBaia, Kak Moria. Ero npy3bs oopa-
IIAJIUCh K Hell 3a COBETaMH 1 TIOMOIIIBIO, 3HAsI, UTO MM HEe HAWTH YesioBeKa Oojiee 3ApaBoro U pasym-
HOro... Ml BOT B O[JMH IIpeKpacHbIi MOMEHT OHA peluia, yTo OoJblle He MOXET TAHYTb 3TO BeE. U
HayaJia HOBYIO XW3Hb. A MOCJIe STOTO pelieHus ellé ToMOJIoeNa JIET Ha JeCSTh.

JleTr IOMBUTA PYKH U TYT € YCEIHCh 3a CTOIN. Mama, KOHEYHO, TOTOBMJIA BKYCHO, HO pa3Be
MOXkeT OBITh UTO-TO BKycHee yxuHa y 0adymku?! Bedep mposeren OvicTpo u Beceno. Kak Bcerma
31ech ObUTO. [laske yIUBUTEILHO, OTKY/IA 3Ta KEHIIMHA OpaJia SHEPruIio ¥ CUJIBI, YTOOBI TAK COTpeBaTh
3a00TOM ¥ TEIJIOM CBOUX OJIM3KHUX.

AJekcaH/Ipa OTIpaBUIACh TOMOM, eIBa HAYaJI0 cMepKaThcsa. Mysk oOeran mpuiTH Mo3JHO, HO
BcE ke oOemai npuiiti. Mapus CtenaHoBHa coOpalia MaKeTHK C e0M JIJIsl He CIIMIITKOM JTIOOUMOTO
3a1s. He xoTena, 4roObl JOUYKa CeroqHs emé U y TUTUTHI CTOsLIA.

— AJlekca, 3BOHHM, paccKkasbiBai, uTo Tam. U He nepexusaid, s Teds ymonsio. Hy, mocaasr ero,
APYyroro HaiIEM. A BOT JOYKY sl APYTYIO yke He Haiy. beperu ceOs — HaImyTCTBOBaIa OHA Y IOpOra.

AJlekcaH/Ipa IpyCTHO YJIBIOHY/IACh W, TIOMPOIIABIIMCH, OTIIPABUJIACH HA CTAHITHIO.

Anekcell cuen B MalllMHe y TapajHoW. BpUTo yke MoYT TeMHO, U OY4eHb XOTeJIOCh €CTh, HO
JOMOM WJITH HE XOTEJIOCh, Bellb TaM XKJAJI0 OObsICHeHUe ¢ keHoh. OJHAKO paHO WJIM TMO3/IHO 3TO
NPUIETCA CcHeJIaTh, IO3TOMY JIydlle cpa3y. TKaueHKO HEXOTs MOBEPHYJ KJIIOY B 3aMKE M 3allEN B
KBapTHDY.

Emy Ha meto TyT e Opocuiach AslekcaHapa:

— JI€ma, Tedst OTITyCTUIH.

— Hy, xoneuno, ormycrimm, Camma. § ke ckazas, 4To 3TO Helopa3yMeHHe.

— Ho onu uto-TO Yy3HaMM, 1a?

— V3namu. Yto mbl ¢ BuTbhKoi 1 ero ;keHOl B OIHOM KJiacce y4miuch. M1 ¢ AHelt apyxum 10
cux mop. BoTt u moHacounHsM BeSIKOro. VIM TOJIBKO /€710 3aKPhITh. . .

— A dero THl cpa3y He CKasajl, UTO 3Haellb UX? — AJieKcaHpa OTOIIa Ha HECKOJIbKO IaroB
Ha3aJ1, paccMaTpuBast MyXka, Kak OyATO IMbITAJIaCh MPOYUTATH €r0 MBICIIH.

— Ha, 9To-TO 3aKpyTWIOCh BCE... M3HauanbHO. M3HaYasibHO BCE MOILIO HE Tak, — AJiekcei
MIOBECUJT KYPTKY M 3ayMaicsl. — Hazo e 3ToMy BceMy ObUIO CITyYUTHCSI UMEHHO TOT/IA, KOTa 51 5K1y
9Ty JIOJDKHOCTh M HOBOe 3BaHue! Thl He mpejcTaBiselb, Kak 310 Hekcratu! Hudero, cripaBuMcs.
O06s13aTeNbHO CIIPaBUMCS.

Anekceit oIomeN K sxkeHe U 00Hs e€. [lpixaHne Ajiekcanapsl crasio poBHee. OHa Beera uyB-
cTBOBaJIa ce0sa B Oe3omacHOCTH, Korga AJtekced e€ oOHMMal. JKajp TOJIBKO, YTO OH AeNasl 3TO HE
4acTo.
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I'nmaBa 3

Yrpom Anekcanapy pa3Oyann TenaedoHHbI 3BOHOK. OHa MOTSHYJIACh B MOCTENH, BIIISIHY/IA
Ha yacel ¥ OgHsIa TpyOKy. KopHUIOB pernit npeynpeanTb O paHHEM BU3HTE.

— A rae netu? — ynuBwicsa npocHyBIIMiica Anekceil. OH TONBKO celyac 3aMETHII UX OTCYT-
CTBHE.

— 'V wmoeit mambl. Kanukysbl Hauanuce xe. A Tem 6osee 31a cutyauus... Im tam ciokoiiHee
Oyzer.

Anexceil moxaJ rnje4amMmu 1 MoIEN B TyajeT. AJleKcaHapa ofesach, IpuBesa ceOs B MOPSIOK,
3aIIpaBUJIa MTOCTENb U BBIIILIA HA KYXHIO.

Pasnancsa 3BoHOK B nBepp. Ha nopore crosn Kopuuos.

— YK 1IpocTuTe, YTO TaK PaHO, — U3BUHWIICA OH, BOUJA.

— Bcé xoporo, Cama, npoxoau, tede kode i yai?

— Yait nyuiue, kode yxe Muil.

KopHwitoB 3amén Ha KyxHIo, O3I0pOBAJICA € NOZOMENINUM AJIEKCEEM U CEl Ha CTYII:

— He 3naro, ycriena nm tebe Carma pacckasartb, HO Mbl Buepa ObUIM Ha Kpeie. V1 o6Hapyxumm
TaM HECKOJIBKO )KEHCKHMX OKYpKOB. Kak ckazasa Cama, CJI0)KHO ITPEICTABUTD KEHILMHY, BBILLIEAIIYIO
MIPOCTO MOKYPUTh Ha Kpbilty, na? B obmiem, s opopmui u cpa3y oTBé3 Be€ skcriepram. OHH orpe-
JEJTWIIN BO3PACT — OKOJIO Tpuauaru — tpuauar nati. Hy n Bcé. CpaBHuBarh — 10 He ¢ yeM. Mare-
puasio Het. ITono3peBaembix Toxke. Bor, npunéc Tebe nokasare oauH. [Tomanga siBHO f1oporas, crie-
u(pryecKas, — OH MOJIOKMWII Ha CTON ITAKETUK C OKypKoM. Jlaxke uepes 1esuiodaH YETKO BbIIEIIIACh
6oproBas ¢ (pMOJIETOBBIM OTTEHKOM OMa/a.

Anekcent B35 IaKET B PYKHU, PUCTAJIBHO OCMOTPEJI €0 U 3aAyMAJICS. . .

— TbI 3Haemn, Carn, TeOe 3TO MOXKET MOKa3aThCsl CTPAHHBIM, HO 1 yke BUJEJ Takue OKypku. U
nomMazay Taxyo suzes. Ho 310 ManoBeposaTHO, Beb 9TO COTPYIHULIA NIOJIULUU, — OH Pa3BEN PyKaMH.

— Kak unrepecHo. Cocei roBOpAT, YTO BUENH, KaK Hall TPy, OyIy4H >KUBbIM, IPUBOIMIT
JOMOW KEHUIMHY B NOJIULIEMCKON (popMe. ..

— Cnywait, Cai, 51 He X04y, 4T0ObI 9Ta MH(OPMALKA 11112 OT MEHs, IOTOMY YTO ITOAYMAIOT, UTO
51 X0y IIPOCTO YCTPAHUTh KOHKYPEHTA, HO Thl MOXKEIIb KaK-TO POOUTH, rie Obl1 TesiepoH PoMuHOI
Ha MOMEHT youiicTBa?

— ®omMuHON?! — YAUBIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ KOpHMIOB.

AJiekceil oxail rieyamu:

— 4 Bugen y He€ takue curapersl. M nomaga y He€ ectb oueHb noxoxas. Ho nokasarenscrB
HET, a MPOCTO TaK OOBHHATH YeJIOBEKa Helb3A. S1 BOT ceifuac 0YeHb XOPOIIO MPOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO
3HAUMT, Korja Tedst OOBUHSIOT B TOM, Y€ro Thl HE COBEpPLIAJL.

— 41 mousin. Ectb y MeHst BapuaHT onuH. [lorpoOyio Bcé caenars ObICTPO, — OH MOAOABUHYI K
ce0e Yallky, OCTaBJIEHHYIO Ha CTOJ AJIeKCaH/pOil.

keksk

VYT1po B oTzene, Kak Beeraa, OblJIo CYeTIMBBIM U IIIyMHBIM.

I'epa 3anepxusaics. [logaBuBIINCH yxe MOCIE TUIAHEPKHU, OH BCTPETHII y iBEper otaena ['as-
PWIIOKA, BBIIEAIIETO IOKYPHTb.

— A Bort u Hamn KazanoBa! — cbsi3Bun Bononst. — Ckonbko s eme teds oTMa3biBaTh Oyay?

— Jla naiHO, He TaK 4acTo ThI 9TO JeJIaelllb, — HEMHOTro oouzesncs I'epmaH.

— Kro Te6s1 He otmycti Ha 3ToT pa3? Mama? Kpuctuna?

— Jlena... — 3aragouno ynsiOHysICs ['epmaH, sIBHO BCIIOMHHAs OypHYIO HOYb.

— A Kpucruna uro? Beé? — He ynumaics Bomnoas.
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— A Kpuctuna — Bcé! Unu, I'aBpuimok, uau ¢ Borom. 9 tede Bon Oynouek mpunéc. Jlyudre
XKyH, — [epMaH mpoTsiHyI TOBapHIy OyMaKHbIH MAKETHK cO ¢10001. TOT OBOJILHO YIIBIOHYIICS, TIPH-
kaB K ceOe JTaH.

[Nocne miaH€pkM Bce pa3oLUTUCh 10 KaOMHETaM, TBITAsICh YAepKaTh B FOJIOBE MepeyueHb 3a/ay,
«HApe3aHHBIX» HAYaJIbCTBOM. MEpKYJIOB CH/IEN 32 CTOJIOM M MOJT4Ya CTy4as 1o Hemy naybliamu. ['epa
THXOHBKO 3aIEN B KAOMHET, OTKPbUT HOYTOYK U 3aKJIariaj 1o KJIaBuatype, a [ aBpriTiok, BEpHYBIIHCH
TI0CJIe TIepeKypa, MPOXakMBaJICs Tyla — ciofia 1o kKabuHeTy. OH UCKaJT OIXOASIIETO MOMEHTA, YTOObI
CheCTb OYJIOUKH, HO ISl o0efa ObLIO CIUIIKOM paHo, JIJIsl 3aBTpaKa yKe MO3/HO, a JJaHY MepKyJioB
Obl HEe TIPUBETCTBOBAJL.

—I'epa, Heysxenu ake Thl HE MOKEIIb 3TO paciin@poBaTh? — OCTAHOBUBIIKCH, HAPYIIMI MOJI-
yaHue ["aBpritiok.

— Bornons, s1 BooOIIIe He MOHUMAN0, KaK OH 3TO ¢iesial. DTo HaJl0 BHUKATh, M3y4arh. Her, Hy 5
ato crenao. Caenato TouHo. Ho Borpoc BpeMeHH.

— Ckonbko HyxHO? [lenb? JIBa? — BMemascs B pa3roBop MepkyJios.

— ToBapwuin maiiop, 51 He BoeOHUK. Hazieroch, 32 Hellelno yIpaBUThCS.

— Jlagno, I'epa, nenait Bc€ Bo3moskHoe. Eciin JIeoHOB Takue neHbru oTaaBai 3a ceid, aa eme
1 3amugpoBal 3Ty KapTy, 3HAYUT, TaM TOYHO YTO-TO BaxkHO€. 1 4TO-TO MHE MOJCKa3bIBaeT, YTO
MMEHHO 3TO NPUBEJET HAC K YOHIdIIe.

— Bcé nonsin, I0puii Pomanosnu. Crenaio.

— A, u e, pebsra. JInunasa npockOa. B uHTEepecax crieicTBus Mpo 3Ty (emKy HU CIoBa.
Parnopra He nurem, HaBepx He AoKJaabiBaeM. [Toka He MONMEM, UTO TaMm.

— Tak TOYHO, — B OIVH TOJIOC OTBETHJIH OTEPA.

— Kcraru, I'epa, uro ¢ moutoit JleoHoBa? — MepkyJioB coOpasicst ObIIO BBIXOAUTH U3 KAOMHETa,
HO OOEpHYJICH.

— Ax, na! Be€ cpenan. B ynanéHHbIXx HaIEN UHTEPECHYIO Marnodky ¢ ¢ortorpadusmu. Bor, s
pacreyvarai, — OH B3sUJI CO CTOJIA TMANKy W MPOTSIHYJI CJIeI0BATENIO.

MepkynoB packpbul e€. Ha Heckonbkux ¢otorpadusix Opuia n3odpaxeHa OOHUMAIOIIAsICS 1
HEeJTYIOIIAsCS MapoyKa, B KOTOPOH JIETKO MOKHO ObUIO y3HaTh JIeoHOBY 1 TkaueHko. Maiiop riry0oko
B3JIOXHYJI:

— Hy, BoT uyBCTBYyI0, 4TO He BCE POCTO ¢ 9TUM TKaueHKo, a I0Ka3arh He Mory. i3MeHy k emy
HE MPeIbIBUINb. A OOJbIIE U HEYETO.

— Toapum maiiop, — obpartuiicsi K Hemy [aBpuimok. — A paspemure, 51 CX0kKy K TKaueHKO
JOMOU | TOMPOOYIO TIOrOBOPUTH ¢ ero keHou? Hy, mao mm?

— Wou, — kopoTKO oTBeTHII MEepKyJIoB U, MOJIOKKB TMAIKy Ha CTOJI, BBIIIEN U3 KaOMHETa.

skkook

CkBO3b 3aHABECKM B OKHO 3arfIsAbIBAIM COJNHEuYHble Jyuu. [loroma cmesinach Haj mertep-
OypiKIlaMH, TO OfapuBasi TEIUIOM M HaMeKasi Ha CKOpoe MpUOMKEHHe JieTa, TO HaIycKasi BETpPBI C
JOK/ISIMHU, 3aCTaBJIsLJIa CUIIbHEE KYTaThCs B TTAJIBTO U KyPTKH. DTOT IeHb BHIIAJICS COJTHEYHBIM. AJIeK-
caHjipa cujienia y HoytOyka, padorasi Haj Oydayleid KHATOW, KOTAa B IBEpb MO3BOHMIN. MyX yexas 1o
KaKMM-TO JIeJlaM, & OHa HUKOTO He JK/1aJia, II03TOMY 3aCOMHEBAIACh, HYKHO JIM OTKpbIBaTh. Berom-
HUB HeIaBHUI MTPUXOJ MOJTUIMH, OHA OCTOPOKHO BBITJISIHY/IA B OKHO. [TOJMIIEHCKMX MaIlIMH He ObLIO.
Bnipouem, BIosiHE BEPOSITHO, YTO OHM CTOSIT CO CTOPOHBI JBOPa. B 1Beph cHOBa no3BoHWM. 1 npo-
CHJIa K€ OHA MY’a KyIUTh IBEpHOH I71a30K! Tak Her, BCE eMy He 0 TOro.

— Ko Tam? — ciipocuia oHa TpoMKo.

— Jletitenant aBpuiok, Ilerporpanckuit POB/I, MHe 661 ¢ Bamu moroBoputh, Anekcangpa
CepreeBHa.

BroxnyB nornmy0:xe, sKeHIIMHA OTKpbUTa IBephb. Ha mopore cTosi TOT camblii orep, KOTOPHIi
npuxoau 3a e€ myxeM. OHa ero cpasy y3Haua.

— Teneps mpHIIUTA MEHS ApECTOBBIBATH? — UCITYTaHHO CIPOCHJIA OHA.
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— A ecTb 32 4TO? — YIBIOHYJICS JICUTCHAHT.

— A eXeJu 1 HeT, pa3Be BaM CJIOKHO PUAyMaTh, 32 UTO? — yKe cMeJiee OTBETHIIA OHA BOIIPOCOM
Ha BOIIPOC.

— Her, a1 He X049y HMKOTO apecToBbIBaTh. MBI MPOCTO paccienyeM youicTBo. U s onparmBaio
BCEX CBUETEIEN.

— Ho 51 He cBUzeTe b, 1 HUYETO He BUJIENA, — MOKaJIa TUIeYaMy XO3siKa.

— MBI MO’%eM TIOTOBOPUTH BHYTPH KBAPTUPBI? — TIPEIJIOKII JISHTCHAHT.

AJlekcaHapa MenIa.

— Her, Hy, eci xoTUTE, MOXEM, KOHEUHO, MPOIOIKUTh U B MAPaJHOM, — OH JIOCTAJl PYUKY,
OJIOKHOT W MPUTOTOBUJICS 3aITUCHIBATh.

— 3axongure, — BHIHYKAEHHO COTTIACHIIACh XO35IHKa U 3aKpbLIa 32 ONepOM JIBEPb.

[TporycTuB neiiTeHaHTa Ha KyXHIO, OHA 3alllia CIIE/IOM:

— CopammbaiiTe.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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