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AHHOTaAMSA

B crapom tuxom paiioHe [letepOypra ciydaeTcs HEMBICIMMOE
— C KpBIIIA OJHOTO M3 JOMOB Tajgaer MyxuuHa. CrenctBue
yTBEpXKIAaeT, 4TO yINacTh eMy nomoriu. Y momo3peBaercsi B 3TOM
TIpeCTyIJIeHnH Maitop nomuumu Anekceid TkadyeHko. JKenas nokas3ars
HEBMHOBHOCTh CBOEr0 MYyXa, B JEJO BMELIMBaeTCs AJieKcaHpa
— HauyMHAWINAs THUCATeJbHUIIA, JaMa OaJlb3aKOBCKOTO BO3pacTa
¢ O00OCTpPEHHBIM YYBCTBOM CIIPaBEUIMBOCTH, KOTOpas MedTaeT
HAITMCaTh KPyTOW JIeTeKTUB. [leJ10 CTAaHOBUTCSI BCE OOJIee 3aITy TaHHBIM,
BEIb BCKPBIBAIOTCA MEJIKUE TalHBI CEMBHU U J'[IO6OBH])IC IMOXOKIACHU A
nonmuieiickoro. Bripouem, ocHoBaHus A YOWIACTBA €CThb U Y
JOPYTUX YYacCTHUKOB Iporecca. laxe y MECTHOro KpPUMHHAJIBHOIO
aBToputeTa. 3a paccienoBanue Oepércs onep IOpuii MepkysoB
— o00asITeJIbHBIA JKEHOHEHABUCTHUK, JJII KOTOPOTrO BaXHO HAWTH
HACTOSAIIEro yOWWIly, a He MPOCTO 3aKpwiTh Jeno. Crapasch He
MO/IaBaThCsl UYBCTBAM, OH MPUKJIAIBIBAET BCE YCUJIMS, YTOOBI
HEBUHOBHbBIE HE ObLTH OOBUHEHBI.
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Haraiabsa AgapuyeHko
JII000BL — HEe MOBO/]

I'maBa 1

Becna yxe BcTynuia B CBOM IpaBa, XOTh W HE CIIEIIWJIA pa-
JIOBaTh FOPOXaH TEIUIOM. B OKHO yBepeHHO 3arisabBajv COJ-
HEYHbIE JTyYH, HO TEPMOMETP HACTOMYMBO MPEIYTIPEKIAT O TOM,
YTO MepBOE TEIIO OOMaHUYMBO.

[Omus IleTpoBHa xapwiia y IUIATHL KOTIETH! U C HACIAXKICHU-
€M IOIJIsAIpIBajIa B OKHO. BOT, y XKWJIBLIOB JOMa HallpOTUB pac-
usenu opxugen. Kak kpacuBo! A 3Taxom Bblllle Ha (POPTOUKE
pazyércss orpoMHbIN Oesiblil KOT. Toxke pajyeTcsi BECEHHUM COJI-
HEYHBIM JIy4YaM.

Bz KOmum TleTpoBHBI CKOJIB3MIT 10 OKHaM OOJIBILIOTO CO-
CEJIHEro JOMa M B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT MEJIbKHYJI Y aHTEHH.

Ha, Tak u ectb. Ha kpblie kakoe-to guxenue. CUiysT B Ka-
IIOLIOHE U manke. A nockonbKy cama lOmusa [lerpoBHa xwita Ha
TPETHEM 3TAXKE, TO Y MOJTHOCTBIO CHIIY3T OHA [TOHAYAJy U HE 3a-
METUJIA.

TyT neHcMoHepKa MoYyBCTBOBAJIA 3alax MPUTrOPAIOIIUX KOT-
JIeT ¥ TIepeKJTIIourIa CBOE BHUMaHKe Ha CKoBopoxy. OHa ObICTpO
NIEpesIoKUiIa KOTJIEThl HA TapesKy, a caMa CHOBA YCTAaBUJIACh B



OKHO. Y CJIMIIIKOM MHTEPECHO OBLIO, YTO JIesiasl Ha KPbIIE TOT
YeJIOBEK, BElb MAJIOBEPOATHO, YTO B TAKOE paHHEE BPEMs ITPH-
ObLTN «aHTEHIIUKH», KOTOPBIX OOBIYHO MECSIIaMU HEe TOXKAEIIb-
ce.

ek

Kanuran nonuimm, cneposaress Ajnekcerd TkayeHKO, BO3-
Bpalajics JoMou, Kkorga creMHeno. Ero cympyra, Anekcangpa,
pasorpeBajia yK1H, 3Hasi, 4YTO MyXK IPUIET KaK BCErJa FOJIOAHBIM
M ycTaBIIMM. [leTy yxke OTApIXasli, CTapasCh BBICTIAThCS NEpeN
MOCJIEIHUM ILLIKOJIbHBIM THEM B YETBEPTH.

Yro x Tenepb MojeNaelllb — OHa caMa BhlOpasia ero B MYXKbs,
IPEeKPacHO OCO3HaBasi, YTO OOJIBIIYI0 YaCTh BPEMEHH OH OyzeT
IIPOBOIUTH Ha padoTe.

OpHako Bpems 110, HO OUH (PaKT BCE-TaKW Ha4aJl yApydarb
kennmHy. OHa Xkajnena o cBoedl COOCTBEHHOW HEHaJOOHOCTH.
7Kenatel oHU ObUTH yKe OosblIIe JecATH J1eT. A paboTaTh Cynpyr
Anekcanzipy He IycKal, XOTh OHa, UMesl I0pUInYecKoe 00paso-
BaHUE, HE Pa3 MIPOCUIIA YCTPOUTh €€ B CIIEICTBEHHBIM KOMUTET.
Xots 6b1 cekperapéM. OT CKyKH WM OT O€3bICXOIHOCTH OHA Ha-
I1caja HECKOJIBKO KEHCKMX POMAHOB, KOTOPBIE TaK U OCTaJIUCh
«HAIMMCAHHBIMU B CTOJI», TIOCKOJIbKY UMU HE 3aUHTEPECOBAJIOCH
HU OJHO M3AaresbcTBO. OIHAKO HE TOJNBKO INMUCATENbCKMUA Ta-
JIaHT, HO 1 I0pPUIMYECKOe 00pa3oBaHKe qaBajo o cebe 3HaTh, Mo-
3TOMy AJIeKcaH/Ipa Jiesiesiia OOJIbIIIYI0 MEUTY BbIITYCTUTh B CBET
HACTOSAIINI A€TEKTUB. 7KaJb TOJIBKO, MaTEpPUAJIOB HUKAKUX Y HEE
He OBUTO, a CYTPYT CIIUIIIKOM HECEPhE3HO BOCIPUHUMAIT €€ YBIIe-



YeHue, I0ITOMY O IOMOIIH C €r0 CTOPOHBI MOJKHO OBLIO HE pac-
CUMTHIBATD.

JKeHIHa ycpliana 3ByK OTKPbIBAIOIIENCS ABEPU U TYT ke
TMOJIOKWIIA YKUH Ha TapesiKy, TOCTaBUB €€ Ha CcTojl. B KyxHIo Bo-
IIE]1 BBICOKHI TUIOTHBIA MYKYMHA B KO)KAHOW KOPUUHEBOW KYPT-
K€ C ManKou TOKyMEHTOB B PyKe:

— [puBeTt, — AsiekcaHapa nojolia K Cynpyry v nouenoBajia
ero. — Moii pyku, pa3aeBaiics, sl TeOe yKe MoJoKUIa YKUH.

MyxunHa yabpIOHYIICSI, OPOCHUB YCTABIIMI B3IJISI/L HA CTOJL.

— Ilpuser! 4 murom. Ycran ;KyTKO, HO TOJIOAHBIM KakK BOJIK.
[loctaBuIb YallHUK ? — YK€ U3 BAHHOM JJOHECCS MYKCKOM IoJ10C.

sksksk

Beuep mpom€n crokoiHo, Kak ¥ OOJBIIMHCTBO BEYEpPOB B
3TOM KBaptupe. W ToibKO nepen cCHOM y AJIeKCaHApbI Cllerka
KOJIbHYJIO B 0OJacTu cepaiia. bosb e€ He 3axBaruiia, HO 3aKpa-
JIOCh B JylTy KaKOe-TO JIETKOe MPeuyBCTBHE. . .

— CrpanHoe 1yBcTBO. Kak OyaTo 51 4T0-TO BaXkHOE HE clena-
Ja... — yXke J€xa B OCTeNH, 3alyMYMBO CKa3ajia OHa.

— Tonbko He roBOpPH, YTO Thl U3-32 KOHIA YETBEPTH TaK
HEPBHUYACIIb, — OTO3BAJICS CYIIPYT, YCTPAUBAIOIIUIICS PSIIOM. —
O1eHkKH — 3TO He caMoe IVIABHOE B JKM3HH.

— Her, xoneyno. Ho 4yBCTBO Kakoe-TO HEXOpOILLIEE. ..

— Wnu crona, s teds1 oOHUMY, U BCE OyieT Xoporo!

— I'ma3a 3akpbpIBaoTCs, — YJBIOHY/IACh KEHIMHA W 4epe3

HECKOJIBKO MUHYT YCHYJIA.
Kk



Mapus [1aBnoBHa BbllLIa C yTpa NOPaHbILIE ¢ MyCOPHBIM Ma-
ketom. OHa BeIOpackIBajia Mycop MOUYTH Ha paccBeTe, YTOObI HY-
KTO HE BU/JIEJI, UYTO UMEHHO OHa notpediser. [lapaHoiin y He€ He
ObLJIO, HO TApaKaHBbI B TOJIOBE MHOTIIA COOMPATUCh HAa COBEIaHU S,
B3sIB Opas/ibl MpaBJIEHNs] pa3yMOM B CBOU OBICTpBIE JIAITHI.

Brriinst w3 mapamHoi, Mapust [1aBioBHa yoenuiach B TOM, 4TO
COCE/IU €ILIE CIIAT, U HAIIPaBUJIACh K COCETHUM JJOMaM, I1I€ CTOAT
MycopHble 0aku. [Ipoxoast MEUMO JIaBKU MPSIMO B LIEHTPE ABOPA,
CTapyllKa yCIblana 3a ciuHou rpoxoT. OHa oOepHy/ach U B
y’Kace 3aKkpuyaia, TyT ke 3aKpbiB cebe ooenmu pykamu por. [la-
KET C MyCOPOM, KOTOPBIH OJIarornoyvyHo pa3opBasicsi, BCEM CBO-
UM pazHOOOpa3reM pacchinacs Mo 3emJe.

Heckonbko cekynag Mapus [1aBnoBHa cMOTpesia Ha TeJIO My kK-
YMHBI, BHE3AITHO OKa3aBIleecs MpsAMO repes napagHou. OHo Jie-
KaJlo B TaKOW HEyITOOHOW MO3e, YTO CTapyIIKa 3aCOMHEBAJIACH
B €ro JKMU3HECTIOCOOHOCTU. JKeHIMHA B3IIsTHYIa Ha KPBIILY, [0-
TOM [0 CTOPOHAM, CTapasCh MOHSTh, OTKY/AA OHO 3JIEChb MOIJIO
okazarbcsi. He 0OHapy:xuB OoJibliie HA OTHOY XUBOU Ay, Ma-
pus [laBoBHaA caenaa HECKOJIBKO I1ar0B B CTOPOHY JIEXKAIIIETO
MYKUMHBI ¥ TYT %€ BOCKJIMKHYIA:

— Ou, Bura!?

JKeHIlMHA ¢ COMHEHMEM MMOCMOTPEIA Ha pa30PBaHHBIN MTAKET
C MYCOpPOM, BJISIBIIMUCS MOCPEAUN BOpA, MOTOM CHOBA B3IJIsI-
HyJIa Ha Jiexailee Tejo. DTo ObUI CIOXKHBINA 7151 He€ BHIOOP, HO
TapakaHbl B TOJIOBE Pa30eKaInCh MO yIiIaM, TOITOMY pa3yM BOC-
Top:kecTBOBaJ1, 1 Mapus [1aBioBHa 4TO OBUTO CHJT 3aKpHYaa;



— INomorute! Iomunus!

keksk

VY1po B cembe TkaueHKO HayanOCh C 'POMKOrO TejaeOHHO-
'O 3BOHKA. AJIEKCaH/Apa yke JaBHO HE YIUBJIAIACh PAHHUM Bbl-
30BaM ¢ pabOTHI CYIpyra, HO STOT JIaXke el MOKa3ascs MOJ03pH-
TesbHBIM. OHa C TpPeBOroi B3IVIsIHYJIA HAa MYXKa, Ha JIULE KOTOPO-
IO MOSIBUJIMCh OTTEHKH Y:Kaca.

— JI€ma, 4to cay4dusnoch?

— IlexypHblii 3BOHUJI. XOTe MOpaHbIlle, YT0O 51 He YCIes Bbl-
exarb. Y Hac tpyn. [Ipsamo TyTt. B xénrtom goMe HarpoTus.

— Jla manHO? B cempaecar yerBéprom? A 4To 3a Tpyn?

— Bpone noxoxke Ha caMOyOMIACTBO, HO Thl K€ 3HAelllb, Kak
OHO ObIBaeT. .. B o0miem, noiay st coOuparbcsi. BepositTHo, cero-
aHs1 Oyay nosaHo. [103BoHIO, — My’KUMHA TOIEIOBaJ CYIpYry U
BBIITIEJT U3 CMAJIbHU.

Anekcanjpa 3aaymaiach. Y HUX TaKOM TMXUW pailoH. Beex
«HEeOIaronoyYHbIX» OHA 3HAET JIMYHO. DTO KaK pa3 Te JIOH,
KOTOpbIE B CaMyI0 TOCJIEAHIO OuYepenb pelar JHUIIUTh ceds
®u3HU. YTO X Tam 3a camoyouiictBo? Eif oueHb XOTeI0Ch OfIETh-
Cs ¥ XOTb U3/1aJIM TOCMOTPETH J1a MOCIIyIIaTh, YTO TOBOPAT, HO
OHa 0osJIach, YTO CYMpYTy STO HE CIUIIKOM MOHpaBUTCs. Benpb
OH OepekET e€ OT Bcex HenmpusTHocTel. [la u 1eTelt HyXHO OT-
NPaBUThH B IIKOJIY. AJIEKCaHpa BHIIJISIHYJIA B OKHO, yOeIuiach,
YTO OTTYJIa HUYETO BUJIHO He OyAeT, MOCKOJIbKY BCE IPOU3OIILIO
BO JIBOpE JIOMa HAINlPOTUB, W TONLIA HA KyXHIO, YTOOBI CBAPUTD
Kode, pa3 yx MPUIIOCHh BCTaTh Tak paHO. Tem Oosee 4TO BHI-



CIIaThCsl COBCEM HE YIAJIOCh, & IPUBECTH Ce0s1 B COCTOSIHUE HE
TOJIBKO BEPTUKAIBHOE, HO M O0poe HEe TIOMEeNIaso Obl.

Hkskok

VYT1po B oTnene BBIANOCH JOBOJBHO CIOKOMHBIM. KamuraH
domuHa TIPSAMO U3 «JEeKYPKH» HAITPaBUJIACh B KAOWHET OIHOTO
u3 ciepoBateneil. OTKPBIB 1BEph O€3 CTyKa, OHa TPOMKO TIPOro-
BOpUJIA:

— JloGpoe yTpo, TOBapuIll Maiiop, — U TYT ke 3aKpblja 3a co-
Oo¥ 1BEpb.

— 31paBCTBYM — 34PAaBCTBYM, TOBAPHUIL IIOYTH Mauop, — 3a-
CMesUICSl MY)KYMHA, CUJISIIIUI 32 CTOJIOM.

— Oi1, Kons, 51 Te0s1 yMOJIs110, Thl TOJIBKO HE CIV1a3b, — KOKET-
JIMBO OTBETUJIA KEHILMHA.

— A 410 TYT criaxuBarh? 1 J1aBHOE, KOCAKOB HE HATBOpPU. A
ocTajbHOe yke 0e3 1eds1 permtcs. Byner Tebe v 3BaHue, U AOJIK-
HOCTb.

— Hy, BOT 310 ewg He TOYHO... TKaueHKO Toxe MYyXKHK YII-
JIbIiA, MOXET Y MOJBUHYTb, — 33 JyMYMBO 3aMETUJIA KEHIIMHA.

—Emy Obl gena pasrpectu! Cronbko riyxapeii! Kakoe emy mo-
BhllLIeHHe?! A cerofus eme oquH goodasuics. Eciu, KoHedHo, Ha
CaMOyOUICTBO HE CITUIITYT.

— a? — ynueunace ®omuHa. — B palloHe HECIOKOMHO?

— INoka B paiioHaX HECIIOKOWHO, MbI ¢ TOOOM, CBEeTOYKA, U pa-
60Ty UMeeM, — paccMestica Maiiop. — Tak 4to uau, padotaii, a
OTIBIXaTh IOTOM OyAEM.

— 4 gero 3axonuna-to, Kosb, Te TENIEpOH MO He Bunen? Jlo-



Ma Jlymalia, 4To BeYepOM 37eCh OCTaBWJIa, a Celvac CMOTPIO —
HET.

— Jla, Kak Bcerjia B KakoM-HUOYIb KapMaHe. TBOEM WM TBOMX
KaBaJIEPOB, — NOJAMUTHYJI MYy XUMHA.

— Xa—xa—xa, OYeHb CMEIIHO, — CKENTUYECKH YJIBIOHYIACH
CgeT/iaHa 1 BBIIILIA U3 KAOMHETA.

keksk

AnekcaHapa BbI3BaJACh MPOBOAUTDH JIETEll B IIKOY, YTOOBI
TYT € BEPHYTbCS IOMOM, HE 3aX0/1s 110 JOPOre J1a)e B MarasuH.
To ectb kKak Jomou. .. OHa nocneniIa BO JBOP I0Ma HAITPOTUB.
CrnencreeHHas rpynma emié padorana, Ho AJieKces 3/1eCh yKe He
6bu10. JKeHnmHa B30XHYNA ¢ odnerdyeHueM. Teso yBesu, HO
cyera y napaJgHou sIBHO yKa3blBajia Ha TO, YTO UMEHHO 3/1eCh BCE
Y TIPOU3OIILIO.

BrIcTpo O1ieHUB cuTyaluio, AjleKcaHapa MPUCOSIUHUIACH K
rpynre 3eBaK, CTOMMUBIIMXCS y 3a00pUrKa JBOPOBOM IJIOIIAA-
KH.

— 31€Ch YTO-TO CIYUYMJIOCh? — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Cnyumnocs! Takoe CIy4usioch... — Hayaiaa ObUIO OJHA U3
CTapyllek, HO TYT ke Oblla nepeduTa Ipyrou.

— Huuero ocodennoro, Butbka JIEOHOB M3 OKHA BBIMAI.

— He u3 okHa, a ¢ kppim. Y He BbINaJ1, a CKUHYJIM! — yBEepEeH-
HO Tiepeduiia e€ nepnasi.

— A Tbl OTKYJa 3Ha€lllb, YTO CKUHY/IU?

— Butbka B 4ém Ob11? B crioptuBHOM KocTioMe. Kyna Harpas-
nsics? Ha mpoGesxky! OH kakoe yTpo Oeraer. A 3Ha4YMT, cepa-



TOHHH y HEro BeIpadaThIBAeTCS. A CUACTIIMBBIE JIIOAU CaMU ceOst
He yOUBaIoT.

— Hy, b1, [1anna, 3arnyna, — pacxoxoranach Bropas. — CHOBa
«Kocmornonuran» nepeuntania, 4ro jau? [IcuxonoruHs Tl Halla.
Mo syure Mmycop cBoil yOepu, BOPOHBI yKe BCE paCTaIlVIIH.

«Butbka JleoHoB. .. Hy, o kpaiiHeit Mepe sICHO, b€ 9TO OBLIO
TeJo», — MogyMasia AjeKcaHIpa, yAbIOHYBIIKCH Ha CJI0Ba CTapy-
IIEK.

Emgé craio MmoHsATHO, 4TO 3/IeCh KpOMeE JIOMBICJIOB U repedpa-
HOK HUYero OoJIbllle He YCIbIaTh. JKeHIMHa OToIuIa Moab-
111e, YTOOBI M3/1aJIeKa OCMOTPETh MecTo. Tam, riie yrnan MyK4rHa,
BCE eIlg mpuiajio Oypoe MATHO.

«['oBOpAT, YTO OH PyXHYN NPSAMO HaJ CBOEW mapaaHoil. YTto
OH BOOOIIIe fesai Ha Kpbiiie? BoTt Obl monmacTb Ha KPbIITy».

AJekcaHapa NpeKpacHO NOHMMAaJa, YTO CEMYac MbITaTbCs
npoOparhCsl Ha Kpblilly, MOKa 3/1eCh nonuiusi, 6ecrione3Ho. Ha-
BEpHsKA OHU U onevyatayim BcE. [10aToMy, OKMHYB BCE €Il pa3
IIPUCTAJIBHBIM B3IVI0OM, OHA HAITPABWJIACH K JIOMY.

Nudpopmaiivu He ObUIO HUKAKOM, U BpsA M JI€ma el uro-To
pacckaxer. Ho yOMiiCTBO B MX TUXOM paiiOHE — 3TO YTO-TO U3
psana BoH Beixonsiiee! I Anekcanapa He Morjia MpOUTA MHUMO
TaKOrO COOBITHS.

«A MOXET, Kak pa3 3TO U €CTb TOT CaMblid IIAHC, KOTOPbIU
MIOMOKET MHE HalucaTh HACTOSAIIMI JETEKTUB?» — TyMajla OHa
1o jopore, — «Korza eni€ Takas BO3MOXXHOCTb nipeficTaButcs! A
TYT MHIIU — HE XOUY>.



Pa3mbIluisist 0 TOM, 4TO B KHUTE, B OTVIMYKME OT )KU3HH, CIOKET
BCEI/1a MOXKHO JIOTSIHYTh, AOAYMaTh U 1a)Ke MPUCOUYUHUTD, €CIIU
HE XBATUT peaibHbIX (DAKTOB, AJIEKCAH/pa YyTh HE CTOJIKHYJIACh
C COCEIKOU:

— Oit, FOnus IlerpoBHa, mpocrute, 3agymanach. UyTb He
cmmbna Bac, — ynbiOHyIach oHa.

— 3papaBctByil, CallleHbKa. TO 0 Y€M 3TO Thl TAKOM UHTEpEC-
HOM 3aJJyMaJjiach?

— [a, BOT, O IpOUCIIECTBUU ITOM, Bbl, HABEPHOE, yKE CIIbI-
maum?

— Twt mpo yowmiictBo? Crbiiana yxe, na. Mue Mapus I1aB-
JIOBHA Cpa3y MO3BOHMJIA, Thl K €€ 3Haelllb, [IOKa BCEM HE Mepe-
CKaXeT, He ycnokouTcs. CTpaHHO enl€, 4To OHA CHAvyaJIa B IOJIU-
110 TIO3BOHUJIA, & TIOTOM YK€ MHE. A 51 yTPEUKOM CEerofHs KOT-
JIETKM Kapwiia, Jla Kak pa3 BUJIENIAa Ha KPbIIIe KAKUX-TO PeOsT.
Eme€ nogymana: yero aHTeHHY YMHSAT TaK PaHo, KOrja CIisiT Bce?
CrpanHo.

— Pe0Oar, IOmus INerposHa? TouHO HeCKOJMBKHMX BUaean? —
YTOYHWIA AJIeKCaHIpa.

— Hy, BOT Ha 4TO Ha 4TO, a Ha 3peHue s MOKa HU pasy He Ka-
JoBasiack. fl Kak pa3 paccmarpuBajia OpXUIEH, KOTOPbIE CTOST
Ha OKHE TPEThEro 3Taxa B JIOMe HAIPOTUB: OX U KPACUBBIE, Ta-
KHe HaCBIIIEHHO (pUONeTOBbIE, sIpKUe, u3faieka Buaath! U Tyt
B3[JISIJ] HA KPBIIILY yraJl, a TaM 9TU JBOE. A MOTOM, BUAMIIIb, KaK
BCE OBICTPO 3aKPYTUIIOCHh — 3aBEPTEJIOCh.

— IOmus TletpoBHa, a CKOMBKO BpeMeHU ObLIOo, Koria Bl ux



yBuzenu? — AnekcaHapa NOHMMAJa, YTO HYXKHO YTO-TO Y3HATb,
HO YTO UMEHHO HEOOXOIUMO CIIpAINBATh, OHA HE 3HAJIA.

— A CKOJIBKO OBUIO BpEMEHHU. . . — 3alyMajiach cTapymika. — Ya-
COB IIIeCTh yTpa. f BcTana, u cpa3y mola Ha KyxHio. [la, Obl-
JIO HAa4aJio CeAbMOro, MUHYT JIECSITh — MATHAALATh CEAbMOI0, —
yBepeHHo orBeTwia FOnus IlerpoBHa.

— A Kak BBITJISIZIESN 9T ABOe? — HEe BEpsi 0COO0 B yCIEX ITOr0
MMITPOBU3UPOBAHHOIO JOIPOCa, CIIpocuiia AJleKcaH/pa.

— B kamorioHe oivH OBLT ¥ B IIANKe YEPHOM, TAKOW BHICOKHH,
Kak Oy/ITO HAPOYHO MPUTHOANICA. A BTOPOW MEJIbKHYJ Cpasy, ero
s1 He pasrisijiensia, BUjeaa TOJIbKO, YTO B CIIOPTUBHOM KOCTIOME
ObL1, B cepOM TakoM. TOro BbICOKOTO paccMOTpeia yke KOrjaa OH
00paTHO MIE.

— O6parHo?

— Jla, oOpaTHO K Havary JoMa, — YBEpEHHO OTBeTHIIa 0alyIII-
Ka.

— Kak unTepecHo. ... — ckazana cama cebe BCiyxX AJIeKCaHIpa.

— TBolt Anekceii HaBepHsIKa BcE ObICTpo packpoet. Kak Tam
y Hux roBopAt? Ilo ropsunm ciepam?

— Ila, yBepeHa, Bcé Tak u Oyaer. Pacckaxy emy o ToM, 4To Bbl
BUEJIN, MOXET, OH 3aX0YeT YTO-TO YTOUHUTD.

— Tosbko 51 ceromHs K cBaraM ye3xkaiw, MO3TOMY Yk IO BO3-
BpAIlIEHUU TOJIBKO. BOT Kak pa3 KOTJIETKH HaKapwuiia, HECKOJb-
KO OaHOYEK COJIEHUIA MPUTOTOBIIIA, 32 CBEXKUM XJiebom uiy. [To-
Iollly y CBaToB HeCKOJIbKO JHel. ChiH MeHs1 oTBe3€T. Ha marmim-
HE-TO OHO y/ioOHee. A TIOTOM OHM C JKEHOW M CAMH B OTITYCK T10-



enyT.

— Xopomo Bam otnoxHyTs, FOnus [lerposnal

— U tebe He xBopaThb, CallieHbka!

FOnus [lerpoBHa, HE TOPOIISACH, IOCEMEHUJIA B CTOPOHY MPO-
JTYKTOBOTO.

«[IpusaTHas crapymka», — ¢ yJabIOKOH CMOTpesia e B Cief
keHmmHa. OHU KWIA B OTHOW MapagHOM, TOJMBbKO Oalyrika —
9TaKoM Bblllle. OKHA UX KBApPTUP Ha YJIMIly BBIXOJWIHU, Kak pa3 B
cropony joma HanipotuB. lOmus [eTpoBHa, Kak ¥ OOIBITUHCTBO
CTApUMKOB B IIPEKJIOHHOM BO3pacTe, BCTaBajla HU CBET HU 3aps,
3aHUMaJIach JOMAIIHUMH JIelaMU, Kak OyaTo 060s1ach He yCIeThb
BCE BBIUMCTUTH U BbIMBITh. «B Hailiem Bo3pacrte», — ropopuia
oHa, — «HyxHo Bcerna ObITh Ha YeKy. B 110001 MOMEHT MOXHO
OTIIPaBUTHCA B MUP MHOU. A foma rpsass? Hexoporo s1o. Jlionn
ke mpuayT>. Ho rpu aTom cama Bcerja Oblia 0ojipa U SHEPrud-
Ha. I HukomMy u3 tex, k1o 3Hau fOnuio IlerpoBHy, 1 B royioBy He
MorJia Obl IPUITH MBICJIb O €€ CKOPON KOHUMHE.

Auekcanzipa ynplOHYJIaCh CBOUM MBICIISIM M OTITPABUJIACh [10-
Moi. Tam 3aHsIach MPUBBIYHBIMU AOMAITHUMU jenamu. ['0ToB-
Ka, yOOpKa, CTUpKa 3arojHsUIM OOJMBIINYI0 YacTh €€ CBOOOIHO-
ro BpeMEeHU. 3a CYeTOi JAaBHO HACKYUYMBIIMUX 3aHSATHI KEHIIIU-
Ha OTBJIEKJIACh OT YTPEHHHUX COOBITHIA. A KOrja AeTH BEPHYJIHCH
U3 IIKOJIBI, M BOBCe 3a0blTa 000 BcéM. [la v B puHIUIE, Mest
CTOJIbKO Majio MH(OpPMAIIMHU, CTPOUTh KaKUe-TO AOTaJKh ObLIO
ObI r1yno. Pa3Be 4To mpuayMbIBaTh CIOKET JIsi KHUTH C OTPOM-
HOW IIIMPOTOU XyHOKECTBEHHOTO BBIMBICIIA.



sk

Auexceit BOpBaJicsl B KAOMHET U CO 3JIOCTBIO IIBBIPHYJ MATKY
Ha ctos. Paznasics tenedoHHbIi 3B0OHOK. My>X4rHa B351J1 TPYOKY:

— Kanuran Tkauenko, caymaio. .. a, s nousut. Oneprpynna
padotaet. Tak TouHO epxkarth Bac B Kypce.

JBepb OTKpbUIach. be3 cTyka BOLIEN MyX4YMHA JIET COPOKA C
JIETKOM CEAMHOU B BOJIOCAX U CIIOKOMHBIM CEPBIM B3IJISIZIOM CJIET-
Ka MPUILyPEHHBIX OT BO3pacTa IJias.

— Jléxa? Bc€ HopmasibHO?

— Cans, npuset, — AJieKcerd NOAOMIEN K APYTY U MOXal eMy
pyKy. — [la Bc€ Kak-To He Tak UAET. S ObLT yBepeH, uTo 3Ta A0JIK-
HOCTb Y MEHSI B KapMaHe. A TyT 3T0 caMOyOHMIICTBO Ha paiioHe. . .

— TouHo camMoyOMIiCTBO? — eImg OOoJbIlle TPUIILYPUBIIUCH,
CIPOCHJI IPYT.

— B ToM-TO 1 zieno, uTo HeT. DKCnepT Bpoje clieqpl O0phObI
HaIEN, 51 OKa He 3Hal0 MOAPOOHOCTE|, HO YyBCTBYIO, UTO OyJeT
OuYepe/THOMN BUCSK.

— A Kakag oneprpyImia BeIET Jeso?

— Bo mase ¢ MepkyJs1oBbIM.

— A, Hy MOelllb ObITh CIOKOEH. MepKYJIOB J10 TTPaBbl JOKO-
nmaercs. OH, KOHEYHO, MeCTaMM CBOJIOYb, HO CBOE JIeJIO 3HaeT, —
paccMesiicss AJIeKcaHp.

AJeKkcer TpeBOXKHO IMOCMOTPEIN Ha KOJUIETY.

skeskesk

Hu4aro BO ABOpE yKe HE HAIIOMUHAJIO O cyuuBLIemcs. Y Ma-
puu [laBnoBHBI IpopBasio TPyOy, @ CAHTEXHUK OKA3aJICS TIhSH.



Tak padotauk JKICA VMBan CtenaHoBUY U IEPEKITIOUUI BCEOO-
mee BHUMaHue Ha ceOsi. OH CTOSUT Ha JETCKOM TUIOMIAIKE MTPSIMO
nocpeau aBopa. Hy, Kak cTosi1. .. CKopel Kadascs, Kak MassTHUK
Ha rpeOHe BOJIHBI TIPY yBEpeHHOM Opu3e, coOpaB BOKpYT ceOst
BCI0O MECTHYI0 Ooremy, OypHO OIEHMBAIOIIYIO ero 00pa3 KU3HU
Y MECTHYIO KaHAJIM3ALHUIO.

— U cHoga 1b1, CTenanby, pa304apoBbIBAEIIb MEHS, KAK MY K-
yyHa! — Bo3mymanace Mapus IlaBnoBHa.

— [NasnHa, yero Thl TAKOE TOBOPHIIIH, KAK MYKUMHA 5T TeOs eme
¥ ouyaposarh He ycrien. Ho, BuIMMo, yxe u He o4apylo, BpeMs
VIIIO. .. — HAXMYPHUBIIKCH, OCMOTPEJ OH C TOJIOBBI /IO HOI' CTa-
PYUIKY.

— AX 1b1, Ioraden! A Hy uau, YuHU Kpal! — B pykax y Mapuu
[MTaBnoBHBI ObLIA TPSATIKA, KOTOPOW OHA BBHITUPAJIA BOIY B KyXHE.
El0 oHa ¥ orpesa HeylauyHUKA — CAHTEXHMKA TaK CMA4HO, 4TO
HaOJTIo/1aIoNIHe 1aXke TMOEKIITUC.

Ornepa nogbexaiv HE3aMETHO, B IpakI1aHCKOM. CiyXH UX UH-
TepEeCcOBAI MAJIO, C yTPa yKe HACTyIaUCh. Termepb HyKHO ObI-
JIO OMPOCUTH BJIOBY KEPTBbl. YTPOM IOCJIE CIyUMBILIETOCSI OHA
HArJo0Taaach yCIOKOUTEIBHOTO 1 Obljla HE B COCTOSIHUM OTBEYATh
Ha Bonpockl. Oniepa HeOe30CHOBATEIbHO MPEATIONOKUIN, UTO K
BeUepy KEeHIMHA PUAET B ceOsl.

— AnHa BagumupoBHa, kak Bbi ceOst uyBcTBYeTe? — BEXKIIMBO
novHTepecoBaicss MepKyJioB, OlapyB BJOBY CBOUM CTaJIbHbIM
B3[JISIJIOM.

— Bugumo, MEHHO Tak, Kak JIOJDKHA ceOst UyBCTBOBATD KEH-



IIMHA B MOEY CUTYalluu, — Ipy00 OTBETHUJIA XO3sIiKa, HO C/ejIaB
11ar B CTOPOHY, MO3BOJIMJIA MYKUHUHAM MTPOUTH.

MepkyJioB cTaj MPUCTAIBHO PasIyisabiBaTh KBApTUPY, HaJle-
SICb, UTO €ro OMbITHBIMA B3IVISAJ 3a 4YTO-TO 3auenurcs. Ero Ha-
napHuK, Braguvup [aBpuimiok, foctasn pydky, OJIOKHOT ¥ Havau1
OIpAIIMBATh KEHIIUHY:

— CkaxwuTe, BO CKOJIbKO BbI cerogHs mpocHymch?

— Korga meHst pa30yauiiu 3BOHKOM B JIBEpb coceid. Y MeHs
CErojiHs BBIXOJHOM, XOTeJIa BbICIIAThCA.

— BplI He ciplnanu, Kak Bam myx yxonun?

— He 3Haw. Bpone 4ro-To ciblinaia CKBO3b COH, HO HE MPHU-
nana 3HayeHus. OH Kak/10€ yTpO YXOOUT Ha MPOOEKKY... YXo-
TV, — TIOTpaByJia OHa ceOsl ¥ 3aKpblIa JIAJOH MU JIULIO.

— Ckaxwure, BarieMy My>ky HUKTO HE yrpoxai? — MpoaoIKa
I'aBpritIOK.

— CnyiaiTte, Kak BCE 9TO MOX0XkEe Ha TYNOW MEHTOBCKOM ce-
puan! Mol Myx — HIKOJIbHBIA yuuTeab nHpopMaTuku. Hy, KTO
emMy Mor yrpoxars? letn? 3a mioxylo oneHky? Tak BbIHYXIeHa
BaC pa304apoBaTth, OH IMJIOXUX OLIEHOK He CTaBWI. Bcex BITATH-
BaJj1. [IpuHIMnuanbHO!

— Kakwue orHorienus 6putn y Bac ¢ myxem? — MepKy/oB npu-
CTaJIbHO MIOCMOTPEJ Ha XO3MKY KBapTHUPHI.

— HopmanbHeie! — moBbicuia ToH oHa. — He mepBblii ro 3a-
MmyxeM. Besikoe ObiBasio. Bel MeHst xoTute 0OBUHUTH? MeHs u3
MOCTEJU B MMKaMe COCEeU BBITSIHYJIH !

— B kaxko# mkone padortan Bamr myx?



— B copok ceapmoi.

— Bosnozist, 3akoHYM cam, TOKATYICTa, 5 O0KTY TeOs] BHU-
3y. Ilo cBuganus. — MepKyJoB HEOKUJIAHHO PElIvy MOKUHYTh
KBapTHUDYy.

Briiias Ha ruiomaaKy, oH HarpaBWIICS HaBepX. JKCIIEPThI BCE
OCMOTpEJTH, EMY OCTaBAJIOCh TONBKO yOSUTHCS B TOM, YTO HIYE-
ro He ymyiieHo. [logHsSBIIMCh Ha TATHINA 9TaX, OH BHUMATEJIBHO
OCMOTpeJ BBIXOJI Ha KPBIITY. 3/1ech OblI0 OECHONIE3HO YTO-TO UC-
karb. Hatontanu sxcneprsl. [loHagesBumcy Ha TO, 4TO UM yaa-
JIOCh MOJTYYUTh KaKyl0—TO MH(OPMALHIO, Mallop OTKPbLI PKaBYIO
CKPUIISIIYIO ABEPD U BHIIIEN Ha Kpbiily. CBEKU BO3AYX TYT ke
JBIXHYJI EMY B JIMLIO CBOEW MPOXJ1aJ0M. MepKyJIOB 3aKpbLl 171432
U BAOXHYI normyosxke. [ToTom ormsiHyscst o CTOpoHam, 0OOIIEN
KPBIIILy HECKOJIBKO Pa3 M MOHSJI, YTO HAIPacHO NMOJHUMAJICA. YK
OYeHb MY XOTEeJIOCh [IOCKOPEee PacKPhITh ITO J1eN10. A 00OCTPEH-
HOE YyBCTBO YBEPEHHOCTH B ce0e TaK U IIENTalIo Ha YXO O TOM,
YTO IKCMEPThl MOIVIM YTO-TO MPOIMYCTUTh. TO, YTO UMEHHO OH
noikeH 3ametutb. Ho Het. He B aToT pas.

CriycTUBIIIMCH Ha BTOPOM 9TaX, ONIEPaTUBHUK MTO3BOHWII B OI-
HY U3 COCEHMX KBapTup. [IBepb OTKpBLI MyKUMHA JIET COPOKa
nsati. OH TPO3HO BHITSHYJICSA U CJeJal mar Brepén, OyaTo 3a-
KPbIBasi CBOMM I'DY3HBIM TEJIOM BXOJl B KBapTUPY:

—Yro Hago?

— HoOpeiii neHp. Maiiop MepKyioB, — MOJUIIEHCKUI TTPOTS-
HYJ1 yIOCTOBEPEHUE, MOCTIe YEro MyKUrHa CJIeTKa MOMSITUICS. —
41 xoten ObI 3a1aTh BaM HECKOIBKO BOITPOCOB.



— la, 3aaBaiiTe, — pacTepsiHO OTBETUJI XO3SIMH.

— Yto Brl moxere ckazath o Bamux cocensax, JIeOHOBBIX? —
OH yKa3aJl pyKOW Ha COCEIHIO KBapTUPY.

— A Huyero He Mory ckaszarb. Myx u xkeHa. Ho g — To noma
OBIBAIO PEIIKO, TAKCHUCT s1. Y JKeHbI Ha/Io clipocuTh. Tanbka! Tans,
MOJM CIOf1A.

UYepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I B ABEPSX MOSBWIACH MIJIAs MyX-
JICHbKAsl JKEHIIMHA C BBICOKMM KOPOTKHMM ITyYKOM BOJIOC, CO-
OpaHHBIX SIPKOY CcaaTOBOM pe3uHKoM. OHa yIbIOHYIaCh U TIPE/-
JIOXWJIA BOUTU B KBAPTUPY, YTOOBI CIIOKOWHO MOTOBOPHTH, a He
pas3/aaBaThCs 9XOM Ha BCIO MapaaHyn. OO0MM MyKYMHAM 3TO T0-
Ka3aJI0Ch JIOTUYHBIM.

3aKpbIB JIBEPb, KEHIIMHA HETPOMKO Hayasla pacCKa3blBaTh:

— Yro npo JleoHoBsIX... KuByT, Kak xuByT. KTO % OCynur.
['maBHOE, YTOO KX BCE yCTpauBaJo.

— A uro? EcTb, 4TO OCyauTh? — mpulilypusicsi Mepkynos, npu-
CTaJIbHO MTOCMOTPEB B I71a3a COCE/IKE, OTYETO Ta HEMHOTO CMYTH-
JIack.

— Komy kak. OHa myxuka Boauia, oH 0aly. B pazHoe Bpems,
KoHe4yHo. I Hu Tebe ckaHjasioB, HU pa3Oopok. [Ipsm ayma B
ayury kuiu. Y rmaBHOe, YTO HUKTO U3 HUX AaKe He JyMaJs O TOM,
YTO y JPYroro KTo-TO €CTh.

— Bbl yBEpeHbl, UTO HUKTO HE aymai?

— Hy, AHbKa TOYHO HE 3HaJIa, YTO Y Myka KTO-TO €CTb. A A U
MoJJajia. MHe — TO 4TO JIe3Th B UY)KYI0 CeMblo. MBI ¢ Hell 00JI-
TaJIM 4acTo, Y He€ K U MoAapyr OOJIbIIe HeT.



— BbI He 3HaeTe, ¢ Kem ObUIM OTHOIIIEHUs Y AHHBI M BukTopa?

— He, tonpko B ymio Buaena. M To ero MeabpkoM, a BOT Oa-
pbilHA y BuThku B MeHTOBKe padotaer. Oi, HY B MOJIMIINY, B
oobrmeM. Sl ovH pa3 CTOJNKHYJIACh C HeW y JBEpei.

— Moxer, ocoOble IpUMETHl ecTh? — He HaJesiCh Ha YCIieXx,
CIPOCHUJT ONIEPATUBHUK.

— Jla He 0c000. .. — 3a/[yMajach X035MKa, — BHICOKas1, OpIOHET-
Ka, pOAIMHKA BOT TYT, Ha I1ieke Bpoje Obl. OuH pa3 TOJIBKO 5 eé
o hopme Bujiena.

— MoxeT, 3BaHre 3aIIOMHIIN ?

— Yero?

— 3BE300YKHY HA IUIeYax ObUA?

— beuma. MHoro. IIITyk ndTh, HABEpHOE, HA KAKAOM.

— Cnacu60 6ombiioe. Bel MHE OueHb IOMOIIIH, — YJIBIOHYJICS
Oosbliie U3 BeXIMBOCTH MepkynoB. Kak HU KpyTd, a MEHTaMu
OHU ObUIM, MEHTAMU M OCTaHYTCS1, KaK HU TeperMEHOBbIBA Be-
noMcTBO. Bripouewm. .. myuine tak. 6o «monuiian» 3Bydanu Obl
ene yxKkacHee.

Bbixons u3 kBapTupbl, MepKyJI0B CTOJIKHYJICS € [ aBpUTIOKOM.

— 4l 3akoHuwM, — oTunTasncsa Bragumup.

— OTIMYHO, — y HAC €CThb elIE AeJIa, HO CETOAHS Mbl yKE HU-
YEro He yCreeM, — OH MOAHSJ PyKY M IOCMOTPEI Ha Yachl, CITyC-
KasiCh M0 JIECTHUIIE. — A 3aBTPa C CAMOI'0 yTpa K COPOK CEAbMOM
IIKOJIE TIOAOKAEIIb, TAM U BCTPETUMCH.

— Tak TOYHO, TOBapUII] MaKlOpP, — OTpanopToBaJ ["aBpHITIOK.

— Bcé, 1o 3aBpa, JerTeHaHT — y napajgHorn MepKyJoB Moxai



PYKY KOJUJIETe W HalpaBWICS MPOYb OT 3TOrO J0Ma, MOrpy3uB-
IIKCh B CBOY Pa3MBbIIILJICHHS.

Ilomoii uaTH He XoTenock, Beap TaMm Obuia Jlepa. Kak-to Bcé
HEMPaBUJIbHO CIIOXUIOCh. OH HE MOXET BEpHYThCSI ¢ padOTHI B
COOCTBEHHYIO KBAPTUPY, [IOTOMY YTO TaM XHUBET KEHIIMHA, KO-
TOpPYIO OH COBEpIIEHHO He MoouT. [Ipruém emy JaBHO Havasio
Ka3aThCsl, YTO 3TO YYBCTBO BMOJHE B3auMHO. HO Kak BOT Tak
B3SITh U Pa3pyllUTh TO, K YeMy yxke Kak OyATO U MPUBBIK?

MysxurHa mEN Mo yjaulle, He 3aMevasi BECeHHe MOPOCH, KO-
TOpasi 3aCTaBJIsIa LIYyPUTHCS, PECHULIAMY 3a[IEPKUBAST MEJIKUE
karum Joxasa. «Ceryac Obl IOMOM IO OJIESTIO U TIOCMOTPETh
KaKON-HUOY/Ib TYIOU cepua», — IyMall OH, HO TYT JKe 3alpeTI
ceOe 3TU MBICIIH.

OH mombITaNICS TePEKTIOUNThC Ha padoty. J[aBHEHBKO Ha
paiioHe He CTy4aJioch YOMICTB: palioH — TO TUXUM, CTapblid, OTHU
6a0yIIKU KUBYT. A BCe OCTaJbHbIE MPEObIBAIOT B MOTHOMN yBe-
PEHHOCTH, YTO HAXOIATCSI B OE30MACHOCTH TOJI YyTKUM B3IJIsI-
nom crapymiek. Kak 61 Hu Tak. [IpectyriieHus coBepmaoTcs B
TOT CaMbIii MOMEHT, KOI'J]Ja BHUMAaTE/IbHAsl IEHCUOHEPKA OTBEp-
HETCS Ha TIOATOPEBIINIA OTMH, HAKJIOHUTCS 32 YNaBIIUM OWHOK-
JIEM WJIM MPOCTO 3aApeMJIET Ha CBOEM OTBETCTBEHHOM IIOCTY Y
oKHa. U Torga HUKTO, HUKTO HE AACT CBUJETEIbCKUX MOKA3AHUM,
HUKTO HE OIMUIIIET OCOOBIX MPUMET, ¥ OTIEPATUBHUKH BOT TaK OY-
JyT JIOMaThb rOJIOBY HaJl TEM, B KAKOM HarlpaBJeHUU BOOOIIE 1BU-
ratbcst. [IoToMy 4TO HUKaKMX MOJICKA30K He Oyzer.

MepkysioB cam He 3aMeTHJI, Kak OKasajics y JBepei 10 0o



3HAKOMOM PIOMOYHOM.

— CHoBa npuaETCs BpaTh, U4TO 33iepXkaiy Ha padoTe, — cKa3as
OH caMm cebe, MoAXo/s K OapHOH CTOMKe.

— 3apaBcTByiTE, TOBapuIll Maiiop, Bam kak oObYHO? — pa-
JOCTHO TIONTPUBETCTBOBAJIA €r0 BHICOKAST OPIOHETKA 3a CTOMKOM.

— Kcromeuka, Munas Mosi, CKOJIBKO pa3 st TeOsI TpOCKIT He Ha-
3bIBaTh MeHs Tak? My ThI crienaibHO OTOBeIaelllb BCEX MPU-
CYTCTBYIOIIMX B Oape 0 MOEM npuxope?

— Ipoctu, FOpouka, BeipBasiock. Tede nuBa? — yablOHYIACH
JIeBYIIIKA.

— Her. Haneit MHe cTO rpaMm KOHbSIKA.

Vike yepe3 MUHYTY nepes; MepKy/loBbIM CTOST OOKal ¢ KO-
HBSIKOM U OJTIOZIIIE C aKKYPAaTHO HAPE3aHHBIM JIMMOHOM.

keksk

Bepnysuucs gomon, TkauyeHKO cpa3y HallpaBWICS Ha KYXHIO.
Tam yxe cuzieny 3a CTOJIOM JIETU U KEeHA.

— Toi cerogns Tak pano? Ceituac nmonoxy tede. — Anekcanapa
JocTana 4eTBEépTyio Tapenky. — Jletu, Bol moemm? Torga Gerure
B CBOIO KOMHATY.

[MTo3nopoBaBIIKCH C MAOM, AeTH BbIOEKATN U3 KyXHU. AJeK-
CaHJIpa BCTIOMHUJIA TIPO paHHEe MPOUCILIECTBUE:

— Hy, xak tam oHO?

— Heno To? Jla, HU4ero. .. — 3agymaicst Ajiekcen.

— Yro coBceM Huuero? YUro-to xe y3Han?

— DTUM IyCTh orepa 3aHuMaroTcs. [1oka MOKHO TOJIBKO Ipef-
TIOJIOKHTh, YTO ITO yOMICTBO. BO BCsAKOM cityuae, sKcniepT Ha-



mién ciepl 0oprObI Ha Teste JleoHoBa. XoTs Kak 1o mMHe... Tak
OYEeHb CMaxXMBAET HA TO, YTO OH CaM IPbITHYJI.

— §1 BOT BCE€ ymalo, 4TO TOJIKAET JIIOAEH Ha TaKue MpPecTy-
nenusi? YenoBeueckast KU3Hb NiepecTasa ObITh KAKOW-TO 1IEHHO-
CTBIO. .. — AJIEKCaH/Ipa Ty T e OTOPOCHIIA MBICIIb O TOM, YTO MYX-
YMHA caM HaJIOXWJT Ha ceOsl PyKH.

— He roBopu epynmy. YowuiictBa OblIM Bcerjga. JTO HEOTh-
emuiemMasi 4acTb KU3HU. Xouy TeOe HalIOMHUTb, YTo aaxe Kann
yous ABensi. UTo ero TOMKHyo?

— V t1ebs npodnedopmarusi, — moxana redamu AJiek-
canzipa. — Thl cIUIIIKOM CTITOKOMHO 00 3TOM roBopuiib. Ho s mo-
HUMAal0, KOHEYHO. ThI CIIMIIKOM JIOJITO B 3TOM BapUIIIbCA.

— IIpensaraio cMeHuTh TeMy. Thl TaM BpoJie OYEpEHON CBOI
pPOMaHYMK mHcath coorpanachk? O 4ém? — MyXKUrHA 1axke He 3a-
METWJI, KaK YHUUYMKUTEIBHO 3TO MTPO3BYYAIO.

— OO0 yOwuiicTBe, — MOYTH BBI3BIBAIOIIE OTBETHIIA KEHIIMHA. —
3t0 OyIeT NeTEKTHB.

— Ilpodnedopmanusa 3apa3Ha, s MOHSUI, — PACXOXOTAJIC
Anekcel. — JlaBay Jiydiie eCTb.

skekesk

MepKysoB NpUIIEN J0MOU MOo3aHO. [lake OH MOHUMAJ, 4TO
OOIBIIIe TUTD YKE HE MOKET, TOTOMY COTJIACHJICS Ha HACTONYH-
BoOe npeasoxeHre Kciom BbI3BaTh Takcu U noexarb AomMoi. Co-
KpYIIasich O TOM, YTO 3aBTPa YTPOM MPHUIETCS eXaTh 32 Malllu-
HOU K PIOMOYHOM, OH OTKPBUI JIBEPb. 3aii/isl B KBAPTUPY, 00JIO0-
KOTHJICS O CTEHKY — Tak ObUIO Jierde cHuMarh OOTUHKU. CTOMIIO



€My UyTh-4yTb OOJIbIIIe HAKJIOHUTHCS, U OH Obl PYXHYJI PSIMO HA
nos1. He To, 4TOOBI OH BBITIFJT CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO, HO KOOPIUHAITHS
ObLIa SIBHO MOJATNIOpYEHA ABYMsI TIOC/IEIHUMU PIOMKAMU KOHbSIKA.

— FOpouka, 310 THI? — B IPUXOXKYIO BbIOEKAIA CTPOMHAS BbI-
coKasi OJIOHAMHKA B KOPOTEHbKOM IIETKOBOM XaJIaTHKeE.

— A TBI BCEX B TAKOM BUJIE€ BCTpEYaelllb? — yXMbUIbHYJICS Mep-
KYJIOB.

— IOpouka, He roBopu epyHay. Thl k€ caM ABEPb OTKPBbLI.

— 51 ectb XOuy, — cKa3aja Malop MepBOE, YTO MPUIILIO EMY B
TOJIOBY.

— Ay MeHs Bc€ roToBo. BoT, cMOTpH, 51 yke 1aBHO TeOst Ky, —
oHa 0a0OYKOW BBHITIOPXHYJAa U3 MpUXOXkeill. MepKyJoB Tskeno
OCJIEI0BAT 34 HEH.

3aiiaa Ha KyXHIO, OH PyXHYJ Ha AMBaH4YMK y crona. [lorom
OOBEJT B3IJISIZIOM YKUH U CITPOCHIT:

— A ena rne?

— Hy, Bot xe! CanaTuk ¢ pyKKOJIO# 1 OBOIlIAMH, KOTJIETKU U3
Opokkonu. Bot, cMoTpH, HeXupHasi CMeTaHKa U Kepup ¢ Mop-
KOBHBIM TOPTUKOM TEPEJl CHOM.

— Tol u3neBaembea? Ena rae, g cnpamybaio? — MOBBICUIT TOH
Mepkynos. — Cama xpu 31y TpaBy! Jlepa! Ckomnbko pa3 roo-
puth? f — myxuk. ¥ MeHs Tsok€nas padora! Kornma s mpuxoxy
JIOMOM, TO Xouy moecTb Msica! Msica, KapTOIIEYKH, CAJIATUK C
MaroHe30M. C KUPHBIM —IPEKUPHBIM MalloHE30M !

— IOpouka, a kak xe cocynpl? Cepaue? IT0 e O4eHb Bpe[-
HO. Tsl 3HaeMb, s nea BCE, 9TOOBI ThI ObLT 310POB. A MSICO. ..



3t0 BoOOIIIE yKacHO. MBI ke He MaJajbIuKH, YTOO ero ecrb. ..
— CKpUBHJIACH JIEBYIIIKA.

— 41 monsut. CeroHst cHoBa 6e3 yxuHa. OX, HaJIOECT MHE 3TO
CKopo. Boiock, U4TO OUeHb CKOPO, — OH BBIBEPHYJT TapeJiKy C ca-
JIATOM U, I1aTasiCh, BBIIIE] U3 KyXHU.

JleBy1ika 0OMKEHHO OTBEPHYJIACh.



I'maBa 2.

YTpo oKyTano ropoa HeEOKUAAHHOU mpoxJianon. B To Bpems
KaK )KUTEJIM PerOHa BO BCIO AT HACTOSAIIYIO, TEIUTYIO BECHY,
TIOro/Ia pelia HallOMHHUTL 00 YXOJSIIEH 3UMe CHJTbHBIM BET-
poM. [Ipoxoxue KyTaauch B BOPOTHHMKH, a CaMble OTUYasHHBIE
MIECCUMUCTBI CHOBA HaIlenuiy mapgsl 1 manku. Brpoyem, Bce-
I/1a HAXOJWJICS KTO-TO, KTO IIETOJISUT IO YJIUIe B BETPOBKE Ha-
pacraiiky, ofapvBasi OKpyKakolux, BUIAMO, TETJIOM CBOEH Ty-
IIIH.

[aBpmITIOK CTOSIT y TTOpOra COPOK CeIbMOM IIKOJIbI, MepeTart-
THIBASICh C HOTM HAa HOTY, W JOKEBBIBAJI OTPOMHBIN raMOyprep.
OH cMOTpeJI TO Ha Yachl, TO 1O CTOPOHAM, HaJIesICh YBUJIETh 3HA-
KOMBIT CUJTYST WM aBTOMOOWJIb. [locse Toro, Kak B IIKOJE pa3-
JaJicst 3BOHOK, TapeHb OTIPABWI B POT TMOCIEAHUIN KYCOUeK U
JI0CTa]I MOOMJIBHUK

— ToBapumy maviop, a Bel rue?

— Kak ato re. .. Ha 3aganuu, — oTBeTHI COHHBIN rosioc Mep-
KyJIOBA.

— Her, FOpuii PomanoBuy, Ha 3aganuu — s1. CTOI0 BO3J1€ IIKO-
Jel, 1 xAy Bac.

— bavnun, Bonons, onpocu TaM KOro-HuOyAb, 1 IOAbEAY ue-
pe3 nomyaca, 3a6epy 1e0s. C MeHs kode.

— Ciymarock, TOBapHIL Mamop.

[lonoxus TenedoH B kKapMaH, [aBpUITIOK OTJISIHYJICS IO CTO-



POHAM ¥ OCTOPOKHO 3aIEN B KOy, Hecsl iepelt cOO00r ya0CTO-
BepeHue. OXpaHHMK B3MVISHYJI HA ONEPaTUBHUKA NOAO3PUTEIb-
HO, HO Yepe3 TYPHUKET MPOIYCTUJI. YPOK YK€ HayaJICsl, O3TO-
My royOble KOpUIOpbl ObLTM TUXUMH U MyCThIHHBIMU. Ero na-
’K€ HaKpbUIa TOCKA MO MIKOJIBHBIM TOIaM: TI0 UrpaM B KOPUJIO-
pax ¥ Kjaccax, 1o MpoAeJIkaM Ha YPOKax U BbI30BAM K JUPEKTO-
py. Bripouem, IMeHHO MO MOC/IEAHEMY OH MEHBIIIE BCETO CKyYaJl.
Hanpotus, BcioMyHasi Te MMHYTBI, OH ChEKUBAJICS U TIOPbIBAJI-
cs1 yOexaTb U3 3/IaHUSI IIKOJIbL.

BcenomuHasi HeTaBHIO IOHOCTD, ['aBPWITIOK YTKHYJICSI HOCOM
npsiMO B KaObWHeT qupekTopa. [Ipountas TabNMMIKy Ha JBEPH, OH
nonsTuics Hazaa. Kak Oyaro Bcé emé siBisieTcsi yYeHUKOM, U
BbI3BaH Ha KOBEP 3a MPOCTYIOK. BITAHYB BHEpEn 151 yBEpPEH-
HOCTH yIOCTOBEPEHUE, OH OTKPbUI IBEPb.

3a crosnom cuiena Mojozaas AeBymka jer gsaauatu. C ryib-
KO B BOJIOCAX, B OYKaX M C KpacHOW MOMajoi Ha ry0ax oHa U
cama BbIIJIsSIfIeNa, KaK CTporasi yuuTesibHULA. Biaagumup npots-
HYJ1 «KKOPOUKY»:

— MHe Obl ¢ AMPEKTOPOM MTOTOBOPUTD.

Cekpetapsb B3si1a TPyOKy U Habpasia Homep:

— Exarepuna BacunbeBHa, kK Bam npunim u3 nomvnuu. [la,
TIOHSIA.

[Totom oHa oOpaTuiach K MOCETUTESTIO:

— IIpoxonure.

— Crnacubo, — orBetws1 Bonozasi U HepemmTenbHO OTKPBUI
JBEPb.



[MpotaruBas ymoctoBepeHHe, Kak OyITO MPUKPHIBASICH UM,
Kak I[ATOM, OH BOLIEI B KAOWHET:

— 3npascrByurte. JleiteHanT ['aBprmiok. Y meHst kK Bam ecTb
HECKOJIbKO BOITPOCOB.

— Ia, 3npaBcTBYyiiTe, caguTech, noxanyiicta. Bel o nosomy
Jleonosa?

JlpekTop oKazayiach MSTKOM EHIIMHOUN cpeqHux JieT. U co-
BceM He crpauiHon. Ocmenes, Bonoas cein Ha cTyit:

— Ja, ckaxwuTe, moxainyicra, oH padortan y Bac yunrenem un-
popmatukn? Yto Bel MOXkeTe 0 HEM cKa3aTh?

— Bbl 3HaeTe, HUYEro MI0XOro He MOTY CKa3aTh. 3apeKOMeH-
JoBaJ ceOst xoporo. f 31ech yxe JeT nATh padoTalo, 3a 3TO Bpe-
MsI HUKAKMX BOIPOCOB K HEMY He BO3HHMKaJI0. EcTh y Hero aa-
ke uyepTa 0cOOeHHasI — He XOTeJT CTAaBUTh JIETSIM TJIOXHE OIICHKH,
BCer/ia BhITArMBaJl. Pomutenu Oblv eMy OJ1aroqapHel, a U IeTH
JIIOOWIIH.

— A B kojutekTuBe? MOXeT, KaKue-T0 KOH(IUKTBI ObLTH ?

— Ma Her. OH Bcerga co BceMu BexJmB. bout. .. Ou, npocrure,
9TO TaK HEOXUAAHHO. [[py3eit y Hero 3/iech He ObLUIO, HO BparoB
— toxe. OH MPOCTO MPUXOAUI U Aejal cBolo padoty. [Tpuuém
HopMautbHO fenan. OOmancsa Mano ¢ keM. OH Bcé OoJblie 1o
KOMITbIOTepaMm, 4eM ¢ oapMu. A Bel qymaerte, urto ero yousm?
OH He cam?

— N3BuHMTE, 51 HE MOT'Y pa3Iyialarh TaKkyo MH(POPMALIMIO, HO-
Ka BeIETCs pacciefioBaHre. Mbl paccMaTpyuBaeM BCE BO3MOXK-
Hble BapUaHTHl. JTO Haia padoTa, — yKe BIOJIHE CMeJO U yBe-



penHo otBeTu Jlelitenant. — Criacu6o 3a To, UTO y/IeIUIA Bpe-
Mmsl. o cBugaHusl.

Briiias B kopunop, Bonoas B3goxHys ¢ oOneruenvieM. Beé xxe
XOPOIILIO, UTO IIKOJIbHBIE IOkl 103aA1. OH JaBHO YK€ HE yUEHUK,
HO TIepe[] IMPEKTOPOM UyBCTBYET ceOsi HEJTOBKO.

[To6ponuB eme HeMHOro 1Mo MyCThIM KopuaopaM, [aBpriTiok
BBILIEJT U3 3/1aHUS1, OCTaBJISASA TaM BCE CBOM LIKOJIbHBIE BOCIIOMHU-
HaHUs. Y HU3EHBKOT0 3a00pUMKa Yy 0OOUMHBI yKe CTOsLIA BbIYM-
meHHasi 1o Oecka mamHa MepkyJosa:

— Hy, uro newrenanT? ¥Yganoce 4ro-T0 y3Hath? — Manop npo-
TAHYJI KOJIJIETE CTAKaHYUK KOoge.

— He, He Tam konaem. Hayio uckarsb B Apyrom mMecre, — yBEpUil
ero [aBpumok. — 3ech y Hero Oe3ynpeuHasi penyranus. Mue
OBl TAKMX yUYHTEJIEH B IIKOJE.

— Jlagno. 3Hauut, Oygem komnath B aApyrom mecre. [loexanm.

OHM cenu B HOBEHbKMM YEpHBIM KUSI COPPEHTO M 4epes
HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/]1 CKPBUIUCH 3a TOBOPOTOM.

Hkskok

Hukonaii pazoupan 6ymaru, korjaa B KaOuneT Bonuia Cetia-
Ha.

— IIpuser, He 3aHAT?

— Ilpuser — npuBet. Thl ke 3Haelb, 4yTO A TeOs — HET, —
OTBETWJI Maop.

— Koss1, Mbl ke 10roBapuBauCh. ..

— A ugrto noroBapuBayuck? Tl MOW JIpyr, 1 MOE CBOOOIHOE



BpeMsi BCerja roToBO MpHUHaiexars tedbe. VI He TOIbKO OHO,
MEXKIYy IPOYUM.

— Konssss, — nporsiHyna skeHimHa. — CKaku Jiydiie, Kak Tam
nena y TkaueHko?

— Jlena y npokypopa, CeeTouka.

— Crapas 6oponaras 1IyTka.

Hukonaii 3akpbl1 anky v OTJIOXKUJ €€ B CTOPOHY, MEPEKJTIO-
YUB BCE CBOE BHUMAHUE HA TOCTHIO:

— Ia riiyxo y Hero Bc€. Kak B Tanke. [laxe MepkynoB He cria-
CET TBOETO TKAaYEHKO.

— MepkyJioB J1e/10 BeIET? — UCMYTAaHHO MOCMOTpPEJA Ha MpuUsi-
tesnst CeraHa.

— Cgera. Jlaxe Mepky/oB He BceMoryuuii. Tak 4To roToBb
IIPOCTaBy. 3a 3BE3N0YKU. Y TOMIKHOCTD.

— Jla Hy Te6s. JIanHO, eciv uTo MHTepecHOe OyIeT — CBUCTH, —
OHAa MOJMUTHYJIA U BHIIILIA U3 KaOUHETA.

Kk

MepKyJioB CTOsLT B KaOUHETe, 33 JyMUMBO YCTABUBIIKCH B OK-
HO. BepxyIku epeBbeB MOKAUYMBAIKCh OT MOPHIBOB BETpa, Ha-
YaJl HaKparblBaTh MeJIKUi 10x/1b. Kazanock, oroga kareropu-
YECKH OTKa3bIBACTCsI HACTPAUBATHCSI HA BECEHHUH JIaJl. A MBICITH
MepKyJioBa KaTeropuuecky OTKa3bIBAJIMCh CKJI/IbIBATHCS B TOJI-
HyI0 Bepcuio. Psijiom 3a cronamu paboTaiy MOJIOble OnepaTrB-
HUKH, YTKHYBIIKCh B 9KPAaHbl KOMITHIOTEPOB.

['epmaH, cripsTaBIIUCH 32 KPBIIIKOW HOYTOYKa, MUCA CO00-



IIeHre CBOoe HOBOM Aame ceparia. A Bonozs, kak 0ObIYHO, yIijie-
TaJl OUYepeJHON raMOyprep u3 JoOuMoro pectopana gact yaa.

— YTO0-TO MHE HE HPAaBUTCS, — CKOpel caM cebe BCIyX cKazas
Maitop. — Takoil uaeanbHbIA, U BAPYT CTOJKHY/IM C KpbIiy. Tak
He ObiBaeT. JloyokHa OBITh Kakas-ToO MPUYMHA. A YTO C HACIe/-
ctBom? Kene nocraércs?

— O#, Tam Takoe HaCleJCTBO, YTO PaJM HEro Y HANpArarbCs
ryno. KBapTupa Ha keHe, MalllMHA TOXe. A y HEro OfiuH J10-
MUK B JIepeBHE C MOKOCUBIIMMCS 3a00pOM, — MOCHENIHT OTBe-
TiTh ['epMaH, oToBUrasi B CTOPOHY CMapTgOH.

— A BO ABOpE UTO TOBOPSIT? — MPOAOIKAT pa3MBIIUISTh Mep-
KYJIOB.

— Jla Huyero He roBopsT. CriOpTUBHBIN 00pa3 KU3HU BEN, Oe-
ran o yrpam. C xeHoit He pyraics. Hy, a mpo mo6oBauity Ber
Y caMU CJIBIINAJU, — OTBevast [ aBpuImiok, oxkeBaB raMmoyprep.

— Capbimian, capiiman. CtpanHas cemeiika. CMbICI TOTAA KUTh
BMeCTe, eclii 00a MMeIOT CBs3b Ha CTOpoHe? Bcé paBHO nereit
HET, HacsieAcTBa Toxe. Pagu yero? Cnymai, ['epa, a 3aye3b-Kka
Thl K HUM B coliceTu. Moxert, Tam uero Hapoelib? Cervac ke Bcs
*KU3Hb TaM. Kak 3710 51 cpasy He noragancs?!

— Cpenaio, — orBetus ['epa 1 ckocuiicst Ha 9KkpaH cMapTgoHa,
I/Ie BBICBETHJIOCH YBEJIOMJICHHE O HOBOM COOOIIICHHH.

— JlagHo, eci OyaeT 4To MHTepecHoe — HaOepéellb, — Mepky-
JIOB BBIIIIEN U3 KAOMHETa M HAMPABWIICS K IKCIIEPTaM.

Ho uepe3 napy yacoB emy IpUIILIOCh BEPHYThCsI 0OpaTHO, TIO-
TOMY YTO pa3fajcs Tejae(pOHHbIM 3BOHOK.



— Vxe? Tak ObIcTpO? — yIMBUIICS OH, 3aX0/isl B KAaOWHET.

['epa pa3BepHy HOYTOYK, YTOOBI TIOJOIIEAIIEMY MepKyJIOBY
ObLT BUJICH KPaH:

— Cmorpurte. Y He€ cTpaHMUKa 3aKpbITa, IO3TOMY MPUIILIOCh
B3JIOMaTh. B mpuHIIMIIe HUYero ocooeHHoro. EcTh TONBKO Ma-
MOYKa MOJI 3aMKOM, 37IeCh HECKOJIBKO (poT0. C KaKUM-TO MYXK-
YUHOH, He MyxeM. Ho oHU TyT SIBHO MoOJofIbIe.

— INokaxwu-Ka, Mokaxu-ka? — HavyaJl prucMarpuBaTbcst Mep-
KyJoB. Tak 3TO e cieak U3 KOMUTETa, KOTOPhIN [0 BEAET.
Kak ero? Tkauenko! Bor gena... A camoro JleoHoBa Hamén?

— Ha, HO TyT BoOOIIEe Huuero. [Ipodunb OTKpHIT, HUYETO
CKPBITOTO. .. I B3710Mas Ha BCAKUU CITyYau.

— A ¢otorpacduii ¢ KeHIIMHAMU TOXKE HET?

— Her, TONbKO € %KEeHOM.

— Ouenb uHTEpeECHO. .. JlagHo, crnacuoo.

— A, na, emi€, ToBapuil Maliop, HE 3HAI0, BaKHO JIU 3TO, HO
JIeoHOB yuuJics B TOM K€ LIKOJIE, B KOTOPOM M MpenoaaBall.

— a? l'aBpwmioK, mouemy Thl MHE 00 9TOM He cKaz3asi?

— A s He 3HaJI, TaM IUPEKTOP HOBasl, TOJIbKO MSTh JIET pado-
TaeT, MOIJIa HE 3HaTb.

— Bonoas, tei cepb€3HO? Thl TOJIBKO C AMPEKTOPOM MOTOBOPUIT
v Bc€? 3Has, 4TO OHA TaM HeAaBHO? Thl IEPBBIM rOJ B MOJIULINH,
q1o yu? Thl OTIIUCKY NMIIIEIIb WM YOUHCTBO paccieayelis ?

— M3BuHUMTE, TOBApUI MAalOp, HE MOLyMaJl, — OITyCTUJI FOJIOBY
["aBpusIOK.

— A BOT gymMaTh — 3TO BaXHO. JTO OYEHb BaXHO, Bomons, —



uHorga aymath! ['o/ioBa He TOJBKO /I TOTO, YTOOBI €CTh B HEE.
Eo eme nymator! — noBeicui ToH MepKyJioB.

— Jla Bpsi v yOMIACTBO CBsA3aHO co mikojion. Hy, He netu xe,
B CaMOM JIeJIe, 3a XOPOIIIMe OIIEHKH €ro CTOJIKHYJIU C KPBIIIIH.

— V Tebs ecTh elé Kakue-TO0 HUTOYKH, KOTOPIMU ThI 3aHSIT,
YTO HE MOKEIIIb 3aHATHCS MOKA €AUHCTBEHHOM PeajibHOM BEPCHU-
ei1? — BCIBUTWII OH, HO TIOTOM TJTyOOKO B3/IOXHYJ U OoJjiee CIo-
KOMHO MPOAOIKMI. — YTO MOKa3aa CIMCOK 3BOHKOB M COOOITIe-
HUM?

["aBprITIOK KCITyTaHHO MTOCMOTPEJT Ha Maopa.

— Bosons, Thl Kak-To B y4acTKOBbIE XOTes nepenTu? 4 qymaio,
camoe BpeMsl, — MepKyJIOB BbIITIEe] U3 KaOMHETa, TPOMKO XJIOII-
HYB JIBEPBIO.

["aBpWITIOK TYT kK€ MOACKOYMII K KOJIJIETe:

— I'epa, BbIpy4aid cO 3BOHKAMHU, C MEHSI MPOCTaBA.

— Chavasia rpocTapa, otoM Beipydaii. He xouy morom obe-
IIIAHHOT'O TPY oA KJ1aTh.

—T'ep, 51 BOT ipsiM ceftvac noiiny, Tede ke Bpems HaJlo, HAYHH,
Oyab IPyroM.

— JlagHo, — cornacuics ['epman.

— 41 celiuac, s1 6picTpo! — Bosmost BHICKOUMIT M3 KaOMHETA.

Boo0i11ie 0H He OTInYaICs 3a0bIBYMBOCTBIO MJIH XAJIaTHOCTHIO
K paboTe, HO B TOC/IE/IHEE BpeMsl UYyBCTBOBAJI HAIIPSKEHUE BO
BCcEM Tesie. M1 B rosoBe. Mama 3BOHMIIA BCE yallle, ClpalimBas
0 BHYKaXx, 0 keHuThOe. A Bomnosio 3T pa3roBopsl TOJIBKO B Jie-
npeccuio 3aroHsuti. Kak OyaTo Tak jierko B Hatie BpeMs IPrTny-



HYIO JI€BYIIIKY BCTpeTUTh. [J0keBaB no Jopore NocieiHui Mupo-
JKOK M3 TTAKeTUKa, OH CIIOXBATUJICS M CHOBA MOOEKaJl B Mara3uH.

«Kak ke g Tak, He 3aMeThJI, KaK Cbhesl BCE»..., — MY)KUMHA
KYIWJI €I1I€ HECKOJIBKO MUPOXKKOB, MOJIOKUI UX B MAKET K JABYM
OyThUIKaM THBA, ¥ OBICTPHIM IIAroM TociienoBai kK otaeny. OH
3arpeniaji cebe TyMaTb BOOOIIE O YEM-TO, TIOTOMY UYTO €ro MbIC-
JIMTEJTLHBIN MPOLIECC Bceraa TpeOoBas MoaNuTKY. M siBHO He dy-
XOBHOM. A €C/IM OH He MPUHECET [ 'epe MMpOKKH, TO OCTAaHETCS
6e3 nHpopMaruy. 3HaYUT, IOTYYUT OT Malopa 1Mo camoe He XO-
qy... [ToaToMy depe3 HECKOIIbKO MUHYT OH YXe IpooOerai yepes
MPOXOIHYIO, IPYXKAMAs! K CEpIILy MaKeT.

skeskesk

MepkyioB He cTai gokuaaThest ypoka. [1o kopumopam Geranu
YUEHHKH Pa3HbIX BO3PACTOB, TaK M HOPOBSI COMTH C HOT Maiopa.
VYBUJIEB BHITIEAIIYIO U3 KJIacca yUuTeIbHUILY, MepKyioB moaoe-
’KaJ K Hell, He 3a0bIB BKJIIOUUTH Mepe]] 3TUM BCE CBOE oOasiHUe.

— 3npaBcTByiTE, — YIBIOHYJICSA OH. — Bpl MHe momoxeTe?

— Ila, noOpeiii 1eHb. Bel veit mama?

— Her-Her, noka emi€ He namna, ciaBa bory. Mbl TyT yuuiaucs,
Kak Bbl moHnmaerte, oueHb 1aBHO. M xoTenu Obl BCTpevy BBITYCK-
HUKOB OpraHu3oBaTh. Ho, BOT He 3Hato0, paboTaeT Jiu eIg KTO-TO
U3 CTApBIX y4uTesen?

— VI3 crapbIX? — yuuTeIbHUIIA OJapuiia MYKUMHY OLIEHHBAIO-
UM B3MIs1A0M, — Jlionmuna MiBaHoBHA paboTaeT. .. yke JieT co-
POK TOUHO.

— JIionmuiia iBanoBHa? A (pammnnio HanoMHUTE?



— IleTrpoBckasi.

— Jla, s momHio e€! Ciacr0o Oosnblioe, Bel MHE 0OYeHD TOMOT -
. OcTanbHOE CIPOILLY y HEE, — OH OIApHJT YUUTEJIBHULYY CaMOU
0OBOPOXXUTETLHOM YJILIOKOM, Ha KOTOPYIO TOJILKO OBLT CIIOCOOEH,
Y TIOYTH PACTBOPUJICS B TOJIIE YYEHUKOB.

ITocne 3B0HKa Ha ypoK MepKyJioBy yaanochk pa3bickaTs JIoa-
Muty IBaHOBHY B yuuTeNbCKOU. Y He€ Oblla «(pOpTOUKa», Mo-
3TOMY Mallop CMOT CIIOKOWHO ITOTOBOPUTH C HEN HAEAMHE.

— Jlionmuna MiBaHoBHa, y Bac B mikose padortan Bukrop Jleo-
HOB, 4TO Bbl MOXeTe 0 HEM cKa3aTh?

— He Tonpko paGotan, HO M yuywmics 37ech ke! — COIIacHO
3aKMBaJa rOJIOBOM yuuTeIbHUIA. S1 y HUX MareMaTuKy Bejla U
KJIACCHBIM PYKOBOJIMTEJIEM OblJIa KAKOE-TO BpeMs.

—IIpaBna?! — ob6pagoBasncs nomuneiickuii. — Toraa Bet Touno
CMOXETE MHE YTO-TO UHTEPECHOE O HEM paccKa3arh.

— WHTepecHoe? — ycMeXHy1ach KeHIlMHa. — Bac, KoHEYHO xke,
MHTEPECYIOT CIUIETHU, UHTPUTU?

— JIiopmuiia VMiBaHoBHA, — TOH MEpKyJI0B CTaJl TBEPABIM U J1a-
K€ HEMHOTO TPyObIM, — MEHsI MUHTEepPeCyeT TO, YTO MOXKET UMETh
OTHOILIEHHE K €ro CMepTH. 1 ke He CTaTblo O HEM IMPUILEI MH-
carb, 51 paccieqylo MpecTyIieHHe.

— Ilpectymnuienue. .. — IpOTSHYJIA YYUTEIbHUIA, — 3HAYUT, OH
He caMm. [To npaBae cka3ars, 51 M He BepuJa, 4To OH caM. Her, He
Mor oH. He ToT uenoBek. OH Obl TPOCTO YIIEN, €C/M O y3HAJ. ..

— V3Has1 yT0? — MepKyJI0B BbIpa3uJjl IIOJTHOE HEJOYMEHUE Ha
JMILe.



— Yuuics OH TyT HE OWH, €CTeCTBEHHO. /KeHa ero, AHHa,
Toxe yuniaach TyT. M Jlemka Tkauenko toxe. Tak u apyxuiu
oHu BTpoéM. Hy, kak apyxwuiu... [Ioe moouau ogHy. A oHa,
KakeTcs1, HUKoro He Jioouna. Ho 3amysk xotena. A 3aMyx mo3Baj
Buteka. Ona u Bbickoumia cpasy. [a JI€mky toxe Opocarh He
crana. He 3nai0, kak BuTbka 3T0ro He 3ameuan? Bugars, mooui
CWJIBHO, BepUTh He XoTell. .. Hy, a Bce mooOcyx1anu, 1a 3a0bUTH.
Tak OHU U KWK BTPOEM NouTh. V1 oiuH TOIBKO BUThKa 3TOTO M
He Buzen. .. — Jlilonmuia MiBaHOBHA 3aMomyasia, orpy3uBIIKCH B
BocrioMruHaHusl. O4eBUAHO OBLIO, UTO €l kKajlb MOruOIIero yJe-
HHUKA.

— Ho cam on He mor, Ber nymaete? Jlaxe eciu 6 y3Han?

— Heee, ve mor. ToyHO He MOT.

— Ckaxwure, a Mor BukTop TOXe 3aBecTn ceOe KEHINUHY Ha
CTOpPOHE? — C COMHEHUEM Cpocuil MepKyJioB.

— K1o? Butpka? Jla Bet uto! OH ymén 6s1. [Ipocto ymién 6b1
OT HEE M OCTAJICS OOYH CO CBOEH Be4YHOM JII0OOBBI0. He 1oBesiio
napHo. .. Bmoowics ve B Ty. OqHOMO0 OH.

— XM... d Bac nousut. Cnacu6o oosbiioe, JTrogvuna IBaHOB-
Ha. Bbl MHE MHOTO UHTEPECHOTO pacCKa3aiu.

— Brul HatiouTe ero, 1agHo?

— Koro? — He noHs1 Manop.

— Yo6wuiiiy Butbku Haiinute! On xopormm napHeMm Obu1. 1006-
pbIM oueHb. OH He 3acaykuj 3Toro. .. [IycTh XoTh HakazaH Oy-
JeT TOT, KTO 3TO cieJiall, — B I71a3aX YYUTEIbHUILIbI TPEJATENbCKU
OJIeCHYJIU CIIE3bI.



— 41 Bam ofemao, 4To IPUJIOKY BCE YCHIIUS, YTOOBI HANTH
MUMEHHO ero. A ceituac s oybkeH uarh. Eme pa3 criacn6o 3a 1o-
monib. /o cBugaHms.

Jlionmuna ViBaHOBHA TOJIBKO KMBHYJA rojioBoi B oTBeT. OHa
OITyCTHWJIA TJ1a3a, TIOTOMY UTO He XOTeJla, YTOOBl KTO-TO BUJET e
CIIES.

Beiiias us mikossl, Mepkynos cen B MatHy. C oHOM CTOpo-
HBbI OH ObUI 3071 Ha ["aBpuITIOKa 3a XaJaTHOE OTHOIIIEHHE K JIeNTy, a
C IPYyroil — 03a1a4eH TeM, YTO YCIIBIIIA OT yYUTeNbHULIBL. [Tpu-
OBbIB B OTZIEJICHNE, OH HAIPaBWJICS B CBOM KaOMHET, HEe 3aMeyast
HUYEro ¥ HUKOTO BOKPYT. YCEBIIMCh B CBOE KPecio, MyKYMHA
Pa3BepHYJI €ro K OKHY U 3a{yMaJICSl.

— ToBapuii maiiop, — TUXO MO3Ba ero ['aBprIToK.

MepKyJ0B Tak rTyOOKO MOTPY3HJICS B CBOU MBICIH, UTO JIAXKe
He 0OepHYJICH.

— Toapuni Maiiop, paspemmure IOJ0KHUTb! — Kak MOXHO
rpoMye MouTH KpuKHy;1 [aBpritiok.

— A? Yrto? — obepHyscsa maiiop. — Uro y Teds1, Bomoap?

—41... Mul ¢ I'epoit npoBepusu cotoBbiii JIeoHoBoM. EcTh nH-
TepecHasi MH(popMalIs.

— Ectb — Tak pacckasbiBail, — MOYTH PABHOMYIIIHO 3aMETHII
MepkyJ10B, BUAUMO, €11IE€ HE BEPHYBILKCH B pEAJIbHOCTh U3 CBOMX
MBICJIEN.

— [IpumepHO B TO ke BpeMsi, Kak ObUIO COBEPIIIEHO YOUICTBO,
Ha TesiepoH JIeoHOBOI ObLT COBEpIIEH 3BOHOK. VI OHa oTBeTHIIA.
PasroBop anuiics Bcero noatopbl MUHYTHL. Tak 4To BO Bpems



yOuiictBa JleoHOBa He MOIJIa CaTh, — BOOAYIIEBIEHHO PaccKa-
3bIBas1 Bosoas.

— A HOMep, C KOTOPOTO 3BOHUJIM, €CTh B Oaze?

— Bbl ynuBuTECh, TOBapUIll Maiop. .. — Hayall ['aBpuIIoK, HO
MepkyJioB ero rnepeou.

— He ynuBmochk. 3BoHMI TKkayeHKO?

— Otkyna Bel 3Haete? — Bonons naxe ces Ha CTOSALIMN PSIoM
CTYJI OT YIUBJIEHUS U PACKPbLI POT.

— Otryna, Bonons, orryna. Y Te1 ObI 3HA, €T Obl TPUIIOKIIT
YyTOYKY OOJIBIIE YCHIIMI B pacciaeqoBaHum. Thl OMMU, JeiTe-
HaHT, Mbl TYT HE POMaHbl IuIIeM. Mbl pylIUM YeJIOBEYECKUE
ku3HU! U TonbKO Ha Hac OyJer JiekaTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTbh, €CIU
Mbl HEBUHOBHOIO MOCaIuM, & BUHOBHOro ornyctuM. [loHnma-
elllb, JICUTEHAHT?!

— IOpuin PomanoBuu, g oco3nan. He mpocTto moHsu1, npu-
HslJ1, 3anucai. 51 nefcTBuTesbHO oco3Hall. U Bripenp nocrapamch
OoJIbIlIE HE JIOMYCKATh TAKUX MPOMAXOB.

— 41 3na10, Bononp. [TosTomy TH cO MHOU paboTaerib. $1 Koro
NONaJIo B HANMApHUKU He Oepy. — MepKyJIoB MOAMUTHYJI JIeWTe-
HaHTY U 1o0aBui. — CoOupail Hallmx, MPUBE3UTE MHE €ro Clojia
Ha Oecepy.

MepkyJi0B ITPEKPAcHO MOHUMAJI, YTO Y HUX COBEPLIEHHO HU-
yero HeT Ha TkayeHko. W ICHO 0co3HaBaJl, YTO 3TOTO YEJIOBEKA
He TIPUKMEIL U «Ha IMOHT» He BO3bMENIL. Ho B riryOuHe mymm
OH OYeHb HAJIESICS] BHIOWTH €ro U3 KOJIEW, YTOOBI TO3BOJIUTH EMY
COBEpIIUTD OMMOKY. Beab OH He COMHEBAJICS B TOM, UTO CJE0-



BaTesb BUHOBEH. Bo BCsikOM citydae, ero Obl TaKOM BapHaHT CO-
OBITHIT OUYEHb YCTPOWUII.

kekesk

AnekcaHpa cyeThiiach 1o JIoMy, HO Jiefaja 3To 0e3 0codoro
9HTY3Ma3Ma. BCE moTomy 4To OHa elI€ HU pasy 3a NOCJIEIHUE JBa
JIHsI HE Tpucena, a AJIeKCer IEMOHCTPATUBHO JIEKasl Ha IMBaHe
Y CMOTpEJ TEJIEBU30P.

— Kak xopo1110, 4TO Thl B35J1 CETOAHS BBIXOAHOU. MOXET, THl,
HAKOHELl, CMOXEIIb B KOPUIOPE IBEPLY MNOAKPYTUTH? A TO OHa
CKOPO COPBETCSI, — COOpaB BCIO BOJIIO B KYJIAK, BEKJIUBO TOMPO-
CWJIa KEHIIMHA.

— Cana, g ycran. I He IpOCTO Tak B3su1 BBIXOOHOM. S xouy
OT/IOXHYTh, a HE JIBEPIIbl PUKPYUUBATh! — OTBETUI MYKUYMHA,
TTOBBICHB T'0JIOC.

— SlcHo. 3HAUUT, MYXKHK B JIOMe — TOXe 1, — 00ue1ach AJiek-
CaHJIpa U, I0CTaB U3 SIIIMKA OTBEPTKY, BHIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI.

— Xopotiio, s1 mpukpy4y. [Tonozxe. Ceituac nonexy HEeMHOX-
KO U IIPUKPYYy! — pa3apak€HHO KPUKHYJI AJIEKCen.

— Y1y, — U3 KOpu0pa pa3ajcs CKpUIl OTKPhIBAIOIIIEHCS IBEp-
bl mKada. YcraB ciynarh 3T0 0OelaHue yke TPEThI0 HellelTio,
XO35IMKa caMa B3sJ1ach 3a MIKa(UMK, TaK ke JEMOHCTPATHUBHO.

B nBepb nozsoHum.

— ToI 4yTO emé U nmo3Bajia KOro-to B MOM BbeIXOmHON? I He
CIIBUHYCh C 3TOTO JUBaHa! — pa3Ipak€HHO KPUKHYJ AJIEKCEN.

— JI€ma, s1o K Tebe. .. V3 momuimu. .. — AJleKcaH/Ipa 3aluia B
KOMHATY, a 3a HeW cIeIoM — [ aBpUJTIOK 1 JBOE MYK4HH B (popMe.



— Yto BHI 311ech 3a0blM?! — pABKHYT TKa4eHKO, BCKOYUB C
MBaHa. — Y MeHS CeroaHs BBIXOIHON !

— Tosapuni manop! — noseicui rosoc I'aBpuimok. — K uemy
9TOT IUPK? MbI XO0TUM, 4T0OBI BB TpOoexasu ¢ Hamu.

— ITO 10 KAKOMY TAKOMY CJIy4alo {1 JJOJKEH [10eXaTh C BAMU? —
HEPBHO YJIBIOHYJICST AJIEKCEN.

— Bam X0oTAT 3aaTh HECKOJIBKO BOMPOCOB MO JeTy 00 yOuii-
ctBe Bukropa JleoHosa.

— Yto? Yro 3710 3a Open? A Tyt npu uém?

— YT0 BBI TaKOE rOBOpUTE? — BMELIAJIACh B PA3roBOp AJIeK-
caHzipa. — ITo SIBHO Kakasi-To ommoOka. Moil MyXk clieioBaTeb,
OH TIOJIULIEACK M !

— Bam, BO3MOXHO, MOKaXeTCs1 9TO CTPaHHBIM, HO MOJIMILIEH-
CKHE — TOXKE JIIOIU, — OTpe3al [ aBpuimok, gaxe He I B CTO-
POHY KEHIIIMHBI. A TIOTOM CHOBa 00paTmiics K AJieKceo:

— Bbi noezete ¢ Hamu unu Oyaem 6eceioBaTh MPsiMO 37eCh?

— Jloporasi, — oO6patuiicsi My:)KUMHA K CYIpyre, — 3TO Heopa-
3yMEHHE, KOTOPOE OYEHb CKOPO IposcHUTCA. M Torna ToBapuin
JISUTEHAHT CaM JIMYHO IIPUHECET MHE CBOU U3BUHEHUS. A f IO-
CTaBJIIO MOJ1 BOIIPOC €r0 KOMIETEHTHOCTh, — AJIEKCE 3J10 B3IJIsI-
HyJ Ha ['aBpuITioKa, HO TOT XOJIOJHO BbIAEP:Ka B3I,

Yepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT TKa4eHKO BMECTE C CONPOBOXKICHU-
€M BbIILIEN U3 MapaJHoil. AJIeKcaH/ipa TPEeBOXKHO Habmogaia us3
OKHa, KaK OHU CaJMITUCh B MoJuiieiickre aBTomoouu. Kak tosb-
KO OHHU CKPBUIACH 32 IOBOPOTOM, KEHIIMHA B3sij1a Tele(POHHYIO

TPYyOKy:



— Cama? ITpuser. Tonbko uTO apecroBanu JI€my... B youii-
CTBE TOTO INapHs, yNaBUIEro ¢ Kpbiuu. .. Jla, xopomo.

OtkimounB TenedoH, AJekcaHipa cea Ha Kpaellek JUBaHa
¥ 3aIUlaKasla, 3aKpblB JIMLIO PYKaMHU.

ek

B kabunete crosina Hanpspk€HHAS 0OCTaHOBKA. TKaueHKo cu-
JeJl HanpoTuB MepKyJioBa M CBEpJIWII €ro B3MJIAIOM, MOJHBIM
HeHaBucTu. CaM e MepKyJIoB paBHOLYIITHO Nepedupa Oymaru,
Jaxe He V17151 B CTOPOHY CJIeA0BAaTeNsl, Kak Oy/ATO CIeUaiIbHO
3arAruBas nay3y. [Iorom OH NOAHA I'OJIOBY M COBEPILEHHO CIIO-
KOWHO CITPOCHJT:

— Nrak, Anekceit CtenaHoBUY, Kak JIaBHO Bbl 3HAKOMBI C AH-
Hol 1 Buktopom JleoHoBbIMU?

— Co mKoIbI, — B31B ce0s1 B PyKH, TaK e CIIOKOWHO OTBETHJI
Tka4yeHko.

— A nouemy Bl 00 3TOM He ckazasu onepam?

— A MeHsI HUKTO 00 3TOM He CIpalluBall.

MepKysioB yCMEXHYJICA:

— W nackonbko Omm3kuMu y Bac ObutH OTHOIIEHUST ¢ AHHOR
Jleonoson?

— lpyxxeckue. {1, 3Haere i, KeHar.

— Hacronbko npyxeckue, 4to Bel 3BOHWIM €l PaHO yTPOM B
npuMepHoe Bpems youiictBa? BoT pacneuaTrka 3BOHKOB Ha €€
HoMep. — MepKyJioB npoTsiHya Oymary, HO TkaueHKo Jaxe He
B3IVISIHYJI HA HEE.

— Jla. Ansa ¢ Burei noccopuiiuch Be4epoM, OITOMY 5 3BOHUJT



YTPOM Y3HaTh, BCE JIM XOPOLIO.

— B Havasie cegpmoro?

— 4 3Han, yro Buta kaxmoe yTpo Ha mpodexke. KonedHo,
MHe ObUIO yI0OHO MO3BOHUTH B €70 OTCYTCTBHE.

— Y Hac ecTb OCHOBaHMeE I10J1araTh, 4To Bac ¢ AHHou JleoHo-
BOU CBSI3BIBAJIM OoJiee OJIM3KME OTHOIICHUSI, O KOTOPHIX Y3HAII
BukTtop. On Bam yrpoxan?

["aBpusiok 1 I'epa B OMH MOMEHT MOJIHSJIY TOJIOBBI U C YAWB-
JieHreM nocmorpenu Ha Mepkynosa. Ho y Hero Ha simne He 1iie-
BEJIbHYJICS HA OJVH MYCKYJI.

TkadeHKo BblIEpIKaJl May3y, a IOTOM OTBETHUIIL:

— Mp! xuBEM B Bauarh nepsom Beke. COBETCKOro cow3a
Oospilie HeT. 3a U3MEHbl He OTYUTHIBAIOT HA MApTCOOpaHUsIX U
HE BBITOHSIOT ¢ paboThl. Tem OoJiee 3a IpyKecKre OTHOIICHUSI.
EnBa 1 nonoOHBIM MHE MOKHO OBLIO OBl YTPOXKATb.

— Bl :xuBETE B KBapTHUPE KEHBI, [IO3TOMY B Cllyyae pa3Boja
OKazamch Obl HA yiulle?

— Tak cebe MOTUB, TOBapHII] Malop, — yCMeXHycsl TkaueH-
KO. — I B3pOCiIBbIi CaMOIOCTATOUHBIM MYK4MHa. [la emme npu 3Ba-
HUKM. Mory u Ha cityxkeOHoe XUib€ rpeTreHnoBaTh. Kak BUIM-
Te, CJ1ad0BaT MOBOJ, PUCKHYTh ONVKAUIIIMMU JIBAAIIATHIO TOAAMU
CBOEY KU3HM.

— I'ne BB OB B MOMEHT yOuiicTBa?

— JToma. Cnian. IToaTBepauTh MOXET MOSI KEHA.

— Cnpocum.

— ToBapwui mMaiiop, Baiy OOBUHEHUSI HE CTOSIT U JIOMAHOTO



rpoiia.

— O6BuHEHNsI? — MepKyJIoB M300pa3uil Ha JIUIIE YVBIICHUE. —
Bac B uéM-T0 00BUHSI0T? MBI TPOBOAMM pacciieIOBaHUE U OIpa-
mmBaeM ceujieteneit. Criacu0o, 4To CMOIJIM YIETUTh HaM BpeMsl
Y OTBETUTb Ha Bompockl. He yezxkaiiTe, noxaiyncra, u3 ropoja.
o cBumaHus.

MepkyJi0B CHOBa 3aHsiIcsl OymaraMu, BCeM CBOMM BHUJIOM TIO-
Ka3blBasi, YTO Pa3roBOP MPOAOJIKATh HE HAMEPEH.

TKaueHKO BCTal CO CTYyJa, OKMHYJ B3MJISIOM 3aCTHIBIIMX OT
YIMBJICHUS OTIEPOB, M MOJTYA BBIIIEN U3 KaOMHETA.

— IOpwuit PomanoBu4, 310 4to 66UI0? — THXO cripocu ['aBpu-
JIIOK Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/1 IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK ABEPb 3aKPbLIACh.

— 310, Bonons, noka3areabCcTBO TOro, Kak OImacHO CMENINBATh
JIMYHOE C MTPO(PECCUOHATIBHBIM.

— Bo1 0 uém? — BMemascs B 6eceny ['epa.

— Tepnietb He Mory 3Toro TkayeHko. A OH el U METUT Ha
JOJKHOCTh HauaJIbHUKA CIIEICTBEHHOro KomuTeta. M He nmpocto
METUT, & OYE€Hb BEPOATHO, 4TO €€ mosyduT. 1 BOT TOrna Ham
xaHa. Jlyume 6 cer.

— A Bl utT0, TOXE Ha HE€ MeTuTe? — OCTOPOXKHO cripocui [e-
pa.

— A s, TOBapuIIl JIGUTEHAHT, BHIMOJHSIO CBOIO padory. Yero
Y BaM COBETYI0. — MEpKYJIOB XJIONHYJ MANKOW, B35l KypTKY U
BBIIIIENT U3 KaOMHETA.

[Ipoias no NIIMHHOMY KOPUAOPY Y CITyCTUBILKCH IO JIECTHU-
1ie, MepKyJ10B 1ornaj B HeOOJBIIYIO IPUCTPOUKY, MTOITHOCTHIO OT-



BE/IEHHYIO ISl 9KCNepTOB. B 0HOM 13 KaOMHETOB, YTKHYBIIUChH
B OymMaru, CHJIeJl XyJOIIaBbIil BHICOKMI MYK4YMHA B O4Kax. Ko-
raa MepkyJioB BOLIEN, OH JaXe He MOAHSAI Va3, HO YBEPEHHO
NONPUBETCTBOBAJI BOLLIE/ILIETO.

— Kak TbI y3HaJ1, 4TO 3TO 5?7 — Maliop ¢ HEJIOBEPUEM TTOCMOTPET
Ha JKcIepra.

— ToBapui maiiop, ipex e, yeM 3axoaurte Bel, 3axoaut Bamn
Ky1accruueckui Xyro bocc, KOTOpBbIii 51 HU € UeM yxke He Neperty-
Talo, — YABIOHYJICS] 9KCIIEPT, B3MIsSIHYB HaKoHell Ha MepKyJoBa.

— JlagHo, [lnma, uto y Hac 1o JleoHoBy ectb? Ckaxu MHE, UYTO
YTO-TO €CTh?!

— Yro-TO €cTh, — MapeHb OTKPbLI NAIKy U IPOIEMOHCTPUPO-
BaJI ONlepy CHUMKHU. — Ha Kpbllily JaBHO HUKTO HE XOIWJI, TaM TpU
cnost b, COOTBETCTBEHHO HAaWIGHHBIE OTIIEYaTKA OOTUHOK U
najiblieB npuHamiexar JleonoBy. Clie1oB HaXOKJIEHUST TPYTUX
Jofielt He OOHAPYKEHO.

— MoxeT, TIpecTyIMHUK ObUT B TiepyaTKax? — MPearoaoKuI
Mauop.

— Ara, ¥ MOJHSUICS Ha KpbIlly 1Mo Bo3Ayxy. ['oBopio xk Bawm,
cJie/ibl Ha CTYIIEHbKaX BEAYT TOJIbKO BBEPX U ITPUHAJIEKAT KPOC-
COBKam TpyIa.

— NutepecHo. 3HaumT, 3TO MOKET OBITH CAMOYOUIICTBOM?

— He moxer. Iloromy 4ro JleoHoB ynais He cam. Ero tonkny-
. Ckopee BCero, OKJIMKHYJIU, a KOTla OH IOBEPHYJICS, COPOCH-
JIM C KPBILIN.

— W 4ro 3710 32 yOmiina-npu3pax, He OCTaBJISIONINN CIeI0B?



HrMa ycMeXHyIIcsl, T0kaB IJIeYaMu.

— Bunumo, oH yXke xJaj ero Ha Kpblilie U Momaj Ty/a Yepes
apyryio napaanyio. Hy, nagHo, ciaci6o, — MepKy/oB, 3a1ymaB-
IIKCh, BBIIIENT U3 KAOMHETA.

keksk

Kopuuos npuexan oueHs ObICcTpo. BOekaB Ha HyKHBIT 3Tk,
MO3BOHUJI B JIBE€Pb, HE YCIIEB OTABIIIATLCA. AJIEKCaHIPa OTKPbLIA
nouTu cpa3y. OHa Besesa eMy BOWTH, a caMa BEpHYJIaCh B KOM-
Haty. My)X4MHa 3aKpbUI 32 OO0 BEPH, PA3yJICs U BOIIEN BCIIE]
3a MOAPYTOM.

— Vcroko¥cs, y HUX HUYero Ha Hero Her. DTo BOOOIe Ka-
Kas-To ommoOka, — KopHUIOB cen Ha AvMBaH psoM ¢ AJeKcaH-
JpOii He 3Hasl, TO JIU OOHSATH €€, PHIIAIOIIYIO, TO JIM HE HAJIO.

— Car, 310 BCE Kak rpom cpeau sichoro HebOa. [Ipumumm, 3a-
Opayi... A Besb ThI 3Haelllb, Kak y Hac ObiBaeT. MOTyT U HEBH-
HOBHOTO MOCAJUTh.

— 4 TeGe ogHO MOTY CcKa3aTh, MepKyJIOB — MyXHK, KOTOPOTO 51
yBaxaw. OH, KOHEYHO, 3aHOCYMB M TILECIABEH, HO UIMEHHO MO-
3TOMY J00UpaeTcsi 40 caMOH CYTH. DTO HE TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTO-
Pbli1 3aKPOET HEBUHOBHOTO.

— ThI nymaelp, y HUX €CTh OCHOBaHUs Nono3pesars JIenty?

— 41 He 3Ha10. Buaarhb, 4TO-TO HAKOIAIM, Pa3 BHI3BAIMU. YTOU-
HAT ¥ oTycTAT. HO MoKa ero orcTpaHuim ot jiena, MHe o J0-
pore 3BoHuM. [lepenanu neno mue. HeoxumanHo ObicTpo cpa-
60Tanu, sBHO MepKyJioB BBIIIEN Yepe3 CBOU CBSI3H.

— Cam! — Bapyr AnekcaHapa MOJHsUIA TOJIOBY Y B3IVISIHYJIA



r1a3aMu, MOJHBIMU CJIE€3 Ha MpusTessa. — A JaBail CXOIUM Ha
Kpbiry?

— He nousin?

— Hy, Ha MecTo npecTyruieHus.

— 3auem?

— 4 xouy mocmortpers. Bapyr skcneprel 4TO-TO HE 3aMeETH-
mu? — AnekcaHjipa B3IJIsSIHYyJIa Ha ipyra U, BCTPETUB HEI0BEPUU-
BBI B3I, noOaBwiIa. — {1 emé u kuury nuiry. JlerektuB. Mue
OUYE€Hb HYKHO.

Cara noxais rie4yamu:

— Eciu Thl X04elIb, Mbl MOKEM CXOIIUTh, HO Sl HE JyMalo, 4To
MBI YTO-TO OOHAPYKUM.

— 41 ceiiuac oneHycb.

Yepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT OHH YK€ MNOJHUMAJIUCH 10 ITapagHON
JIECTHHULIE JOMA HAITPOTUB.

— I Te6s1 moHumaro. bosbliie BCcero B TaKMX Ciydasx youBa-
eT Oeccuiiie M OCO3HaHKE TOTO, YTO MBI HIUETO HE MOXKEM Clie-
Jarhb. ..

Anekcanjipa pe3ko OCTaHOBHWJIACh U 0OepHyJack. Tak, uro Ca-
1114, IIEAIIUI Ha 1B CTYIIEHbKU HUKE, YyTh HE YTKHYJICSI HOCOM
el B Tpy/ib, UTO, B OOIIEM-TO, HE IPUHECIIO EMY HETaTUBHBIX BIIe-
YaTJICHUM.

— Mb1 MmoxeM. Mbl MOXeM HAMHOTO OOJIblIie, YeM aymaem! —
OHa OTBEpHYJIach M MPOAOJIKUIIA IOJHUMATLCS BBEPX MO JIECT-

HUILIE.
skksk



MepkyJioB yBEpEHHO BBIIIE] M3 MAIlMHbl U HAMpPaBWICA K
HYKHOU MapaHON.

— ToBapui maiiop, Bbl TOUHO 1ymaere, YTO HAM HYKHO WJ-
TH Tyza eme pa3? — Ky/la MEHee YBEPEHHO IOCIEA0Bal 32 HUM
['aBpusIOK.

Ho onep He orBevan. OH ObICTPO MOTHSIICS 1O JIECTHHIIE, TIPH
9TOM €ro JIbIXaHue Jaxe He COMJIOCh, B OTIMYME OT JIHTeHaHTa,
KOTOPBIY TSKEJIO AbIIIAJI [IOCIIE TIEPBOTo ke MposiETa. MepKynoB
MOYTH BOPBAICS B KBAPTUPY JIECOHOBBIX:

— AHHa BnanumupoBHa, 3apaBctBynTe. Ham HyxHO emié pas
ocMOTpeTh Beuu Batiero myxa.

— Jla noxaJtyicTa, — X03s1iKa paBHOAYIIIHO MaxHyJia B CTOPO-
HY KOMHATBbI, a cama MOCJIe/IoBaa Ha KyXHIO.

Maiiop 00BEN B3MIAI0M KOMHATy. B3risin Hu 3a 4To He 1en-
Jisuicst. OH OTKpbLT HIKag, MOIMApUI pyKOM MO, AKKYPaTHO CJIO-
’KEHHOM OJEKA0M, IOTOM ITPOBEPUJT KAPMaHbI BUCSIIIUX KOCTIO-
MOB U KypToK. OH Jaxe He MPEeICTaBJs, YTO MILET, HO TO-
HUMaJI, 9YTO HYKHO 4TO-TO Haitu. [lanbiie MepkysioB oOnma3ut
MUCbMEHHBIN CTOJT ¥ TYMOOUKY, He 3a0bIB 3aIJISIHYTh IO TUBAH.
He oGHapykuB COBEpIIEHHO HUYEro, Jake MbLIM, OH BCTaJ I0-
cepelMHe KOMHATHI U CKa3aJl ceOe eJie CIIBIITHO:

—Tax, FOpa, nymaii. Tebe HyKHO ClIpATaTh YTO-TO OUEHDb BaXK-
Hoe. Jlymai, Kyaa Thl 3TO MOJIOKHUIIIb.

[aBpumiok cTosi1 MoTya, 0OsICh BMEIIMBATHCS B pa3MblIILIe-
HUs KoJuleru. B skuBoTe 3aypuasio OT HalpsiKeHUs U MbICTIed O
OyJIOYHOM 32 YIJIOM, HO OH CTOMYECKH MEPEHOCHIT 9TO UCIIBITA-



HUe. MepKyJioB CHOBA OIJIsie]l KOMHATY, HO yke Oojiee CIIOKOM-
HO, OCTaHABJIMBASICh B3IJIS1IOM TO HA OJIHOM, TO Ha IPyTrOM MECTe.
[Ikad, muCbMEHHBIH CTOJ, TUBaH, TYMOOYKA, TUTapa Ha CTEHE. . .

—I'urapa!? — onep nogouien u CHAJ ruTapy, OCMOTPEJ €€ CHa-
PY:KH, IOTOM 3arjisiHyJ1 B oTBepcTre. OH clierka noTpsic UHCTpy-
MEHT, IMOTOM 3aCyHYJ MaJiblibl BHYTpb. HalllynaB npukjieeHHbIi
CKOTYEM KOHBEpPT, OH JJOCTAJI €ro 1 MOBECHJI TUTapy Ha MECTO.

— Hy, uto? Hanuim, 4yto uckayiu? — BoIUIa B KOMHATY XO3s11-
Ka. — A MOXeT, yCreJIM 4TO—TO Moa0pocuTh? Bl Beqh Tak pado-
taete? Ecim He HaxoguTCsI BUHOBHBIX, BB MX CaMM Ha3Haydaete?!

— He HecuTe uyib, — rpyoo oTBeTri MepKyJioB, e/iBa B3IJIsl-
HYB Ha He€, 1 6pocui ['aBprITIOKY:

— Hatimu noHAThIX.

JIBax 16l TOBOPHUTH HE HYKHO ObLITO. B 3TO pa3 neliteHaHT cpa-
6otas Becbma oneparrBHo. Cocein okazainuch fomMa. Te camble:
TAKCUCT U €ro xeHa. OHU pacIucaiuch B COCTABJIEHHBIX MTPOTO-
KOJIaX U CHENTHO MOKUHYJIA KBAPTUPY, HE KeJlasi HUKaKuM o0pa-
30M OOJTBIIIEe OBITH BOBJICUYEHHBIMU B pacCiieJOBAHHUE.

— Y10 3107 — CAIEpkKAHHO, HO C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM CIIpOocuiia AH-
Ha.

— ITO y3HAIOT SKCIIEPTHI, — OTBETUI MEpKYJIOB 1, ONpouas-
IIKCh, BBIIIEN U3 KBapTUPhL. [aBpUITIOK MoT4a MOC/Ie0Bal 3a
HUM.

ek

[Noroma mposicannack. 3emiist Obla cerka BJIaXHOW OT J0-



KI5, HO JIy’k He Obl10. HeOo cMUIOCTUBMIIOCH HAM KUTENISIMUA
rOpO/a U MPUOTKPBUIO 3aBECY TY4, BBIITYCTUB HECKOJIBKO COJTHEY-
HBIX JTy4el. AJIeKcaHapa OCTOPOKHO 3a0pajiach Ha Kpsirry. Kop-
HUWJIOB NMOJHsLICA 32 Hel. OCMOTPEBILINCH 110 CTOPOHAM, KEHIIH-
Ha HayaJla BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTPETh MOJ1 HOTH.

— To1 3HaN1a 3THX JIeoHOBBIX? — cripocut KopHUIIOB.

— He-a, naxe He mpeacTaBisiio, O KOM peyb.

— A Jléxa toxe He 3Ha?

AJtekcaHjpa TOJIbKO OTKPbLJIAa POT, YTOOBI OTBETUTH, HO OCEK-
jace. 1, nogymas, ckazana:

— Bpone Het. Bo Bcsikom cityvae, MHE HA4Yero He ropopuil. OH
BOOOIIE 00 ITOM JieJie HUYEro He TOBOPUIL.

— MoxeTt, noromy 1 He roBopui? — cripocusi KopHusos.

— Can, TBI ymaeriib, 4yTo JI€ma Mor Koro-1o yours?

— He nymawo. Ho nymaro, 4ro oH ux 3Hazi, pa3 MepkysoB 3a
Hero B3siicsi. I BOT TyT siydriie Obl eMy paccKas3arh BCIO IPaBIy.

Anekcannpa npomoiyana. OHa MEUIEHHO NMPOJIBUTANIACH K
KOHILy JOMa, HO HUYEro npuMevyareabHOro el He Monajaanochk.
[MoTepsB Hajek 1y, OHA pa3Besia PyKaMH U TIIyOOKO B3IOXHYJIA:

— Bugumo, Te1 O TIpaB. f He yMHee SKCIepTOB, HUYEro Mbl
HE HAUOEM.

— He paccrpauBaiics, — nonsltancsa nogaepxars €€ KopHu-
JIOB. — MBI 4TO-HUOYIH TpUAyMaeM. ¢ moeay B OT/AEN U XOTsI Obl
BBISICHIO, UTO CJIy4MJIOCh.

— Caaam? — 3a1yM4MBO [03BaJIa Jpyra Ajiekcasapa. — A Tpyn
Hanuta Mapus [1aBnoBHa, Tak?



— Tak.

— U ona crosiyia BO JBOpE, MOKA HE Mprexasa MOaULus ?

— Jla.

— U He BUJENIa HUKOTO IOCTOPOHHETO, U U3 MapaJHbIX HUKTO
He BBIXOAWJI? BhIJIO ke paHo, Ha padOTy HUKTO HE INEL.

— K yemy 18I KJ1IOHMIIB ?

— Kak Tl 1ymaeriip, Kpblllia — MOAXO/SAIIEEe MECTO Uil TOTO,
YTOOBI BHIUTH TIOKYPUTH?

— Bpspg ... — nogymaB, OTBETWII MyK4MHA. Pa3se 4To Kom-
NaHus Kakas... C IMBOM Ja JypbIo.

— A xeHiuHa? Moruia Obl BBIATH Ha KPBIILY, TOKYPUTH?

— Ara, pa3Be 4TO OyMaTh, IPBITaTh UJIU HET, — ChA3BUI Kop-
HUJIOB.

AJnekcaHapa NPUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTpENIa B IVIa3a MYy KUUHE.

— Yro TbI HaL1A?

— Bor... — OHa yKa3asa Ha Tpu OKYpKa, JIe)KalllX B yrOJIKe y
Kpasi KpbILIM COCEAHEr0 IOMa, Ha KOTOPBI OCTOPOKHO MOXHO
Ob110 Tiepene3Th. — C KaKOH-To SIPKOi 00pIoBO—(HOIETOBOM TO-
MaJIou. .. Bugumo, KTo-To KOro-To JOIro */Jajl Uil O4YeHb HEPB-
HUYAJL.

KopHuioB nepeOpasicst Ha COCEHIOI KPbIITY, JOCTAT U3 Kap-
MaHa MaJICHbKMX LEJITIO(PaHOBBIN MTAKETUK, KOTOPBIA BCET/IA HO-
cui ¢ coOOl Ha BCAKWM CITydail, 1 aKKypaTHO TIOJIOXKHII Tyja
OJVH U3 HallIEeHHbIX OKYPKOB. [I0TOM MO3BOHMII ONEepaM U KC-
NEePTY, CPOUHO BbI3BAB UX HA MECTO MPECTYIJICHHUSI.

— A Tenieps, 1oporasi MOsI, U1 JOMOM, IT0O TeOsT HUKTO 3/1eCh



He Bujiel. ViHave u3-3a 1e0s, Kak U3-3a 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOTO JIU-
11a, MBI CMOKEM JIMILINATBCS YJIUKHU.
OOBACHATH HE MPULILIOCh. AJIEKCAHpa KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOW U

TYT K€ TIOKMHYJIA KPHIIIIY.
keksk

['epa paccnabieHHo cuzen Ha pabodyeM MecTe, HaclaXAasiCh
OTCYTCTBHMEM CTapIIIero Mo 3BaHuIo. ['aBpuItioK es1 orpoMHoe 516-
JIOKO ¥ TIOCMEUBAJICS HaJ| HAAPHUKOM, MMUIIYIIUM COOOIIEHUEe
OIHOI U3 CBOUX MACCHU.

— Twt vero 310 670KO enib? — ynuBuiics ['epma.

— Ectb x0uy, — OypKHY B OTBET HallapHUK.

— A tae TBou ramOyprepbl?

—Mama ckazasna, 4To s1 He MOTy HallTH ce0Oe KeHy, TOTOMY YTO
MHoro eMm. U 3anpetuia MHe ecTb (pact pyn, — FpyCTHO OTBETHI
OH.

— Tak T8I Teniepsp y Hac [II1-mmHuk?

— Yero?

— [IpaBuibHOE UTAHUE?

— A, Hy 5a.

BuesanHo B kabuHeT Biietes MepKyioB 1 Opocril KOHBEPT Ha
cron ['epsl. JledTeHaHT Jae NOACKOYMI OT HEOKHUIAHHOCTH:

— Yro 3107

— PeOyc o1 nokoiiHuka, — oTBeTH)1 MepKy/ioB 0e3 HamEKa Ha
IOMOD.

['epa B3s1)1 KOHBEPT, OTTYAA BbIAI KJ1I04Y. OH 3aryIsIHY/1 BHYTPb



1 JIOCTAJI elI€ U KapTOUuKy C UG POn JEBATb.

— Or ceuda, rae neHsru jgexar? — pacemesuics ['epa.

— Ara, OT OAHOTO U3, Kak MUHUMYM, J1eBITU. VI Bpsijg Jiu OHU
BCE CTOAIT y HETO B MIOKOCHBIIEMCS IOME B JIEPEBHE, — 3aMETUJI
Mamop.

— IopoxauTe, 3TO ke MOX0XKE Ha KJII0Y OT CEM(POBOM STUYENKHU
B IlynkoBo! — BockymkHyn ['aBpumiok. — OHu, KCTaTd, YKacHO
Joporue. ITo X YTO HaJa0 ObUIO TyJa MOJOXKHUTh, YTOO CTOJIBKO
TJIATUTh ]

— Enewm, Tonmpko 3aiiny k medy 3a Oymaramu, — MepkysioB co-
OpaJs1 BCE€ B KOHBEPT M MOJIOKUJ ero 0OpaTHO BO BHYTPEHHUM
KapMaH KYpPTKH. — A Tbl 4ero s10JI0KO elib?

MepkyioB yxke coOpasicsi yXOAUTh, HO OCTAaHOBWJICS, 3ajiep-
’KaB B3IJISA]I HA JIEUTEHAHTE.

— Ectb x0uy, — OypKHYJI TOT B OTBET.

— A rae TBou ramOyprepbl? — YIUBHJICS Maiop.

— 3Haere, 4r0?! — B 3JI0CTU BOCKJIMKHYJ [ aBpUiIoOK, HO Ha-
MApHUK TIepeOrT ero, OOpaTUBIIKCH K Maropy.

— A MOXHO 5 ¢ Bamu? X0OTb pa3 BO3bMUTE MEH$ HA OIEPATUB-
HOE 3a/1aHue, — kajooHo crpocui ['epa.

— Bospmém, ['epa, Bo3bMéM. Ho He ceituac. Pa3znoOyns mue
IIOKA JIEKTPOHHYIO nouTy JleoHoBa. Bc€, 4ro ecth npoiepceru,
YOQJIEHHBIE TOXKE.

— Tak TouHO, — rpycTHO OTBeTUJI [ 'epa 1 OOMKEHHO OTBEPHYII-
csl K HOYTOYKY.

Yaca yepe3 nBa, MUHYs Bce poOKH, MepkysoB u ['aBprutiok



OKaszaJuch B asponopty. [Ipoiias k kKamepaM XpaHeHHs Ha nep-
BOM 3Taxe, OHUA C MOMOIIBIO COTPYAHUKOB OTHICKAJIN HYXHYIO
STYCUKY.

— DTa sYeiika oIIayeHa Ha MecsIl BIepén, — 3aMeTu1 paboT-
HHK, OTBICKaB HEOOXOIMMYIO 3aIKCh B IOKyMEHTaXx.

— Oro... 910 % Kakue JeHbru! — MpokoMMeHTHpoBaJ I 'aBpu-
JIIOK, HO TYT K€ OIYCTWJI TOJIOBY MOJ CTPOrMM B3IVISIAOM CTap-
11IETO I10 3BAHUIO.

— Bor oprnep, HaMm Halo BCKPHITh €€ U 3a0paTh COAEPKUMOE.

— Cenyac no30By HA4aJIbCTBO.

Yepes nonyaca siueiika Obuia BCKpbITa U B pyKax y MepkyJiosa
OKaszaJlach KapTa IamsrTHu.

— 910 emg uro 3a kBecT?! A cmepth Koreea B siitie Oyer?
JlagHo, moexanwm, mycTb ['epa pa3oupaercs.

Hkskok

I[Tocne noaroro pazroBopa ¢ MamMoH 10 TeNe(OoHY 3a 3aKPbITOM
JBEPBI0 AJIEKCAHIpa HEKOTOPOE BPeMsI ITPOCHUESIA OfIHA Ha KyX-
HE 3a YaIIKOW 4Yasi C MEJMCCOU. B rojioBe NpoOHOCWINCH MBICIIN
OJJHA 32 APYTOM, HO KEHIIMHA HE MOIJIa COCPEAOTOYUTHCS HU Ha
kakou. E€ pa3pblBasio MeX 1y KeJTaHUEM 3alLUTUTh CBOETO MyXKa
1 0ObEKTUBHBIM HaMepeHHEeM BOOOIIIe He JIe3Th B 9TO paccyie/o-
BaHUE.

B riyOGuHe nymm K Hell yke 3aKpaMch COMHEHHS: IeUCTBU-
TEJILHO JIX 9TU OKYPKH CBSA3aHBI C IPECTYIIJIEHUEM, UJIH KE TI0 €€
BUHE U MH(AHTUIBHOCTH OyieT OOBUHEH HEBMHOBHBIN YEJIOBEK.
YToOBl HE COWTH C yMa TPSIMO 3J1eCh, HA STOM CTYJIe, JKEeHIIMHA



yCroKauBasia ceOsl TeM, UTO SKCTEPTHI YK TOUHO BBISICHST MPaB-
ay. Y ux BepmukT OyaeT OCHOBaH He Ha JIOrajkax M cTpaxax, a
Ha peasibHbIX (pakTax. C TaKMMU MBICJISIMA OHA BCTaJla U BbIIILIA
U3 KyXHHU.

AnekcaHipa JOBOJILHO OBICTPO coOpalia OrpOMHBIN YeMoIaH
Ha KOJIECax U JJBa CIIOPTUBHBIX PIOK3aKa, XOTs1 0OBIYHO coOMnpana
BellY 0o U MyuuTesibHO. Ho ceiiuac, koraa naHM4ecKue Mblc-
JIY OJI0JIEBAJIM €€ MO3T, €r0 CPOYHO HYKHO ObLIO YeM—TO 3aHSTh.
W ynakoBka ueMojiaHa KaK HUKOT/1a Obl1a KCTaTH.

— Mam? Ml kyna-To cobupaemcsi? — yAMBUINCH IETH, BEp-
HYBIIUCh JJOMOM MOCJIe MPOTyJIKH BO JABOPE.

— Ha... baGymika 3BoHmIa. OHa yKacHO MO BaM COCKYYHJIACh.
51 B3s1y1a Ha cebs1 cMeNoCTh MOOOEIIATh el TPUBE3TH BaC Ha Mapy
JHEU, Bbl HE MPOTHUB?

— Ypa! — B 01MH roJyioc 3aKpruvaiy AeTy.

— A 4ero 3To BbI TaK pajayeTrech? — 3acMeslach AJIEKCaHpA.

— Hy xak?! baOymika HayrormaeT VimoxXy pa3HbIMUA BKYCHOCTSI-
Mu! — nocriermmia oObSICHUTh PAJOCTh OpaTta JeBOYKa.

— Ara, a AnMHKa B TesieBu30pe OyJeT CMOTPETh CBOU Mepea-
YU PO MOJLY U ¢ GaOYIIKOM KypHAJIbI MO JIUCTAaTh! — HE OTCTa-
BaJl MAJIbUUK.

Bcé monsTHO, — yneiOHymack Mama. — [1aBHOE, YTOOBI BCEM
obu10 X0pomio. [Ipo Mony moroBoputs 6adymika moout. [da u
BKYCHOCTH, YyBCTBYIO, YK BaM HameueT. Bcé nyuie, yem B Ma-
razuHe O6parts. JlagHo. 51 Bam nmpakTruecku Be€ crnoxmia. TombKo
BO3BMUTE ceOe TI0 KHIKKE U UTPhl KaKKe-HUOY/Ib, €CITH XOTHUTE.



— Y1y, — cKOpeii TpOMbIYAIH B OTBET JIETH.

— Kawxxku, roBopio, Bo3pmute. [IpoBepro, CKOJIBKO BBl MPO-
YHTaJIH, MIPUEIeTe — MepecKaxeTe.

— JlanmHO, — HEOBOJILHO COTJIACKIIUCDH PedsTa.

Korna nocnennue Bemy ObUTH CJIOKEHB, IETU B3SUTH 10 PIOK-
3aKy, a AJIekcaHApa MOBe3/la YEMOJAH Ha Kosecax. Beiasa us
napaJiHoM, OHU CEJIM B TaKCU M Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl OKa3a-
Jvch Ha ButebckoM BOK3asie, Kak pa3 YCIieB K SJIeKTPUYKe.

et moOwm 31ekTpudkd. M modunu e3nuTth K OalyIike.
CHauaJia OHM YBJIEYEHHO PaCCMaTPUBAIIA CMEHSIIOIINE IPYT APY-
ra rew3axu 3a OKHOM, a IOTOM TEPEKJII0YMIUCh Ha TOPrOBIIEB,
Ipe/Jiaralix B BaroHax pasHble Mejaodu. B nocnenHee Bpemsi,
KOHEYHO, MX CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE MEHBIIIE, [IOTOMY YTO TPAHCIIOPT-
Hasl TOJIUIMS HEe JIPEeMJIET, HO camMble YIIUTbie BCE PAaBHO yMY/I-
psUTCh 3apabaThiBath. [leTn paccMarprBajv TOProBiieB, BHUMA-
TEJIbHO CJTyIlasi BCE, YTO OHM PACCKA3bIBAIOT O TOBapax. A MoToM
niepeckas3biBasI 6A0YIITKe, KOpUya POKHUIIBI U BECEISICh, OYATO OHU
YYaCTHUKY UHTEPAKTUBHOTO CITIEKTaKJIS.

[Momuaca nposieTeny He3aMeTHO, U CeMbs1, KYITHB TI0 JIopore B
Mara3suH4YuKe y CTaHIIMU MPOAYKThI, HAIIPABWIIACh K MaJICHbKOM
MATUITAXKKE COBCEM PSIIOM C BOK3AJIOM.

Baly1ika BCTpeTrsia BHy4ar ¢ pacpoCTEPTHIMUA OObSITUSIMHU.
[ToreioBaB BCeX TPOMX MPSIMO Ha MOpOre, OHA MPUIJIACKHIa UX
B KBapTUPY, U3 KOTOPOH y3Ke JJOHOCUJICA 3amax OyJo4eK ¢ KOpH-
HEN.

— Iloka He noelb, JOMOM He MOEAEeIIb! — CKa3ajia OHA JI0UKe



TOHOM, He TEPIISIIIUM OTKa3a.

—TIloem, — cornacunack Anekcanapa. — Yto-to coBcem 3a0biia
CEroJiHs O ejie Ha (pOHE MOCTIeHUX COOBITHI. . .

— M. . . Be€ motoMm. A ceiduac mpoxoauTe, pacnosarairecs,
nBetouku Mou! baly1ika yxe Bam CTOJI HaKpbLa!

Brnipouem, Ha KOro Ha Koro, a Ha 6a0yIIKy 9Ta XKEHIMHA Ma-
7o oxonuia. Oaerasi Mo MoJie, HO CO BKYCOM U JaKe KaKOU-TO
M3bICKAaHHOCTBIO, OHA CKOPEN Ka3zajiach CTapiien cecTpor AJiek-
caHapsl. AKKYpaTHO YJIOXKEHHbIE BOJIOCH M KOCMETHUKA Ha JIUIIE
HE MO3BOJISUIA HUKOMY TOYHO yrajaTh €€ BO3pacT. XOTs OHA U
HE CKpbIBajia ero. A Ha00OPOT TOPIUIIACH TEM, UTO TaK MOJIOIO
BBIIVISIIUT B CBOU — TO rofbl. Bripouewm, o rogax Mapusi Crena-
HOBHA TOXe JlyMaJjia MaJio:

«Kaxune mou rogpl! 4 eme 3amyx Bblidly, BOT IOCMOTpUTE ! » —
TOBOpHJIA OHA.

be3 myxka oHa octajiach He Tak jJaBHO. Pazonumick no-xopo-
memy, 6e3 ccop u ckanaanoB. Beerna 6onpast u sHepruuHas Ma-
pus CtenaHoBHa OOJIbIlIe HE MOIJIA TAIIUTh HA ce0e YHBLUIOTO,
TSKENOTO HAa TIOABEM CTapUKa, KOTOPBIN KO BCEMY MPOUEMY eInie
U K OyTbUTKe ObUT pajl MPUJIOKUTHCS TI0 JIIOOOMY TOBOAY, B KaX-
Ibii ipa3gHuK. OTTOro M cocTapuiics paHblile BpeMeHu. Mapun
CrenaHoBHe, KOHEUHO, OBLIO aJib €r0, HO TOYKA BHIPOCIIA, BHY-
KM TOJPACTAIOT, U KEHIIMHA pPelniia, YTo He HaoOHO UM BU-
JeTh Jie/la «B HEMOTPeOHOM BHJIE», B KOEM OH 4Yallle BCEro Inpe-
obBasL. Jla ¥ cama pemuia, 9To JOCTOMHA OOJIBIIEro, YeM ObITh
«TIPUCITY’KHUIIEH y HEeOIaroflapHoro 4esioBeka». A yx Omaroga-



puth e€ ObUTO 3a uTo. Beerga umcro, yioTHO JoMa, U3 KyXHU —
apoMaT BBITEYKH W U3bICKaHHBIX Omo. CamMa ¢ UTOJIOUKH OfieTa
u yxoxeHa. Myxa noajep:xuBaia, Kak Moria. Ero npy3es oopa-
IIAJIMCh K HEH 3a COBETaMM M MOMOIIbIO, 3Hasl, UYTO UM HE Hail-
TH YeJIoBeKa 0oJiee 3/[paBoro u pa3yMHoro. .. Ml BOT B oiuH mipe-
KpacHBII MOMEHT OHA pelnjia, YTo OOJIbIe HE MOXET TSHYTh
3T0 BC€. M Hayana HOBYIO JKM3Hb. A TIOCJIE ITOTO PELIEHUs eIle
MTOMOJIOZENA JIET Ha IeCATb.

JleTv MOMBUIM PYyKM M TYT k€ yCENUCh 3a croil. Mama, Ko-
HEYHO, TOTOBWJIA BKYCHO, HO Pa3Be MOXKET OBITh UTO-TO BKyCHeEe
yxuHa y 6a0ymku?! Beuep nposneren 6picTpo 1 Becesno. Kak Bce-
raa 31eck Obuo. Jlake yIMBUTEIBHO, OTKY/IA 9Ta KeHIIMHA Opasia
SHEPIUI0 ¥ CHJIbI, YTOOBI TaK COrpeBaTh 3a00TOM M TETIJIOM CBOMX
OJIU3KHUX.

AJiekcaHzpa OTIpaBUIaACh JOMOM, €Ba HAYaJI0 CMEPKAThCA.
Myx obelan MPUATH TIO3IHO, HO BCE ke oOera mpuidtu. Ma-
pust CtenaHoBHA coOpaJjia MaKeTHUK C €I0U It He CITMIITKOM JII0-
o6umoro 3at1s1. He xoTena, 9ToObl TOYKa CEroHs emeé U y IJIATHI
cTosiIA.

— AJekca, 3BOHM, paccKasbiBail, uto Tam. Y He nepexuBai, s
Te0s1 ymornsiio. Hy, mocagsT ero, Apyroro HagéM. A BOT TOUKY
s IPyTyIo yke He Haiay. beperu ceGs — HaIyTCTBOBaJIA OHA Y
nopora.

AnekcaHjipa rpyCTHO YJBIOHYJIaCh U, MMOMPOIIABIIKCH, OTIIPa-
BWJIACHh HAa CTaHIIMIO.



Anekcell cuzien B MalllMHe y apaaHoil. Beljio yke noutu Tem-
HO, U OYEHb XOTEJIOCh €CTh, HO JOMOU UATU HE XOTEJIOCh, BEIb
TaM KJ1aJI0 0ObsICHEHHE € skeHON. OTHAKO paHO WJTH TO3]JHO 3TO
NpUIETCA cAeaTh, TO3TOMY Jiydlle cpa3y. TkaueHKO HEXOTs Mo-
BEPHYJI KJII0Y B 3aMK€ U 3allI€1 B KBapTUPY.

Emy Ha mieio TyT ke Opocunack Anlekcanpa:

— JI€ma, Te0s1 oTIyCTHIIN.

— Hy, xoneuHo, ornycruiu, Camna. 51 sxe ckazai, 4To 310 HeAO-
pasyMeHHe.

— Ho onm 4ro-10 y3Ha/M, Aa?

— V3Hamu. Yto Mbl ¢ BUTBKOU U €ro JKEHOU B OJHOM KJiacce
yunuck. U ¢ AHer apyxum a0 cux nop. Bot u noHacounHsim
BCAKOrO. VIM TOJIBKO A€J10 3aKPHITh. . .

— A 4ero Tl cpa3y He CKa3aJl, YTo 3Haellb Ux? — Aslekcanapa
OTOIIJIa Ha HECKOJIBKO I1aroB Ha3aj, paccMarpuBas Myxka, Kak
Oy/ITO TBITAJIACh TPOYUTATH €70 MBICIIH.

— Ha, 4ro-TO0 3aKkpyTMiIOoCh BCE... M3HavanbHO. M3HayaibHO
BCE MOIUIO HE TaK, — AJIEKCEN MOBECWI KYPTKY M 33 JyMaJICS. —
Hano xe aToMy Bcemy ObUIO CITyUUTHCSI IMEHHO TOT/IA, KOT/IA s
KLy 9TY JOJKHOCTb U HOBOE 3BaHMe! Thl He MpeIcTaBselIb, Kak
910 Hekctatu! Huuero, cripaBumcsi. O0s13aTeNIbHO CITPaBUMCS.

AJtexceit TOOOIIEN K keHe 1 00HsIT e€. [Ipixanne AneKcaHIpbl
crasio poBHee. OHa Bcerna 4yBCTBOBasia cedsi B 0€301MacHOCTH,
Korja Asekceil e€ ooHumalt. 2Kajb TOJIBKO, UTO OH JieJIajl 9TO He
4acro.



I'nmaBa 3

YT1pom Anekcanapy pa3oynut tenaedpoHHbI 3BOHOK. OHa 1o-
TSAHYJAch B MOCTEM, B3MVISHY/IA HAa 4achl U MOAHsJIA TPYOKY.
KopHuioB peru npeaynpeanuTh O paHHEM BU3UTE.

— A rae netu? — ynuBWICS NpOoCcHyBIUcs Asekceid. OH TOJTb-
KO ceivac 3aMeTUJI UX OTCYTCTBHE.

— V moeit mambl. Kanukysel Haduammch ke. A Tem Oolnee 3ta
curyanus. .. IM Tam criokoriHee OygieT.

Anekcell Moxas IJleyaMu M TOWIEN B TyaseT. AJiekcaHapa
ofieNach, mpuBesa ceOs B IOPSIIOK, 3arpaBuia MOCTENb U BHIIUIA
Ha KyXHIO.

Paznasics 380HOK B iBepb. Ha nopore crosit KopHusios.

— VX npocTuTte, 4To Tak paHO, — U3BUHWICS OH, BOU[IS.

— Bcé xopormio, Caria, mpoxoau, Tede kode vam yai?

— Yaii nyyie, kode yxe MnuJ.

KopHuIOB 3a111én Ha KyXHIO, O3JOPOBAJICS C MOAOLIEIIINM
AJekceeM U cesl Ha CTYJI:

— He 3naio, ycriena nm tebe Caria pacckasaTb, HO Mbl Buepa
ObLTM Ha Kpbiie. M1 00HapyKWIM TaM HECKOJIBKO KEHCKHX OKYP-
koB. Kak ckazana Caina, CJIOKHO MpeJCTaBUTh KEHIUHY, Bbl-
HIE/IIYIO MPOCTO MOKYPUTh Ha Kpbiity, Aa? B obmem, s odop-
MU U cpa3y OTBE3 BCE 3KcrepraM. OHU OIpeesnv BO3pacT —
OKOJIO TpuALaTu — tpuauat nsatu. Hy u Bc€. CpaBHUBATH — TO



He ¢ yeM. MarepuaiioB HeT. [Tono3peBaembix Toxe. Bot, mpunéc
TeOe nmoka3zars oauH. [lomana s;BHO moporasi, cnenududeckas, —
OH IOJIOKWJI HA CTOJI TAKETHUK ¢ OKypKoM. [laxe yepes nemuiodan
YETKO BbIENISAIaCh OOPAOBasi C (PHMOJIIETOBBIM OTTEHKOM MOMA/IA.

AJnekcell B35 MAKET B PyKH, IPUCTAIILHO OCMOTPEJ €r0 U 3a-
JyMajcs. ..

— Tt 3Haemb, Carr, TeOe 3TO MOKET MOKa3aThCsl CTPAHHBIM,
HO £ YK€ BUJIeN Takue okypku. M momany takyto Bunen. Ho sato
MaJIOBEPOSITHO, BE/lb 3TO COTPYAHULIA MOJIUIIUH, — OH PA3BEI Py-
KaAMHU.

— Kak nnrepecHo. Coceny roBopsT, YTO BHJIENM, KaK Hall
TpyI, OyAy4 KUBbIM, IPUBOAWI IOMOU KEHIIIMHY B MOJTULIEH-
ckoit hopme. ..

— Caymaii, Cam, s He Xo4y, 4ToOBI 3Ta MH(pOPMAIIUS 1A
OT MEH#, TOTOMY 4YTO MOAYMAIOT, YTO 51 XOUY IIPOCTO YCTPAHUTh
KOHKYPEHTa, HO Thl MOXeIllb KaK-TO MPOOUTb, rie Obul TesaedoH
domuHOIT HA MOMEHT youiicTBa?

— ®omuHON?! — yAMBIEHHO BOCKIMKHYJ KOpHUIIOB.

AJiekcen noxal rieyamu:

— 4 Bugen y He€ takue curapetsl. M momaa y He€ eCTb OYEHb
noxoxasi. Ho joka3aTenbCTB HET, a MpOCTO Tak OOBUHSATH YEJIO-
BEKa HeNb34. S BOT ceuac 04€Hb XOPOLIO IPOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO
3HAYWT, KOrja Te0si OOBUHSIIOT B TOM, YErO Thl HE COBEpIIAJL.

— 4 monsin. Ectb y MeHs BapuaHT onuH. [Tonpodyio Bcé crie-
J1aTh OBICTPO, — OH MOIOJBUHYJI K ceOe YalllKy, IIOCTaBJICHHYIO Ha
CTOJI AJIEKCAaH/IPOU.
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YT1po B oTaene, Kak Bceraa, OblIo CYETIVBBIM U IITyMHBIM.

I'epa 3anepxuBaiica. IlogBuBIINCH yXke TOCTIE IJIAHEPKU, OH
BCTPETUI1 y JBepeu otaena ['aBpuitioka, BbIlLIEANIErO OKYPUTh.

— A Bot u Ham Kazanosa! — cpa3Bun Bonogs. — CKonbKo s
eme Tedst OTMa3bIBaTh Oymy?

— Jla najiHO, HE TaK YacTo ThI TO JeJaelllb, — HEMHOTO 00u-
nencs ['epman.

— Kro Te6s He ormyctuin Ha 310T pa3? Mama? Kpucrtuna?

— Jlena. .. — 3arajjouHo ynabiOHYyscs ['epmaH, IBHO BCTIOMUHAS
OypHYIO HOYb.

— A Kpuctuna uro? Bc€? — He yaumaics Bonops.

— A Kpucruna — Bc€! Wnu, laBpumiok, uau ¢ borom. 51 Tede
BOH Oysniouek npuHec. Jlyuie xyi, — [ epmMaH mpoTsHyI TOBapu-
11y OyMakHbIM MakeTUuK co cao0oi. ToT T0BOIBHO YIBIOHYIICS,
npuXkaB K cede JIaHy.

[Tocne muaHEpKHM BCe Pa3oOIUIMCh O KaOWHETaM, IbITAasICh
yAEpkaTh B TOJOBE MEpPeyYeHb 3a/lay, «HAPE3aHHbIX» Hayallb-
CTBOM. MEpKYJIOB CHJEJ 32 CTOJIOM M MOJYa CTy4al [0 HEMY
nayibiiaMu. ['epa TUXOHBKO 3aIéN B KAOUHET, OTKPbLT HOYTOYK U
3aKJialai no KjiaBuaTtype, a ['aBpusiok, BEpHYBIIUCH TOCTE T1e-
peKypa, MpOXaXUBaJICSA Tyla — ciofa o KadmuHeTy. OH MCKau
MOJIXOJIAIIIET0 MOMEHTa, YTOObI CheCTh OYJIOUKH, HO IS 00esia
OBbLJIO CIIMIIKOM paHo, /JIsl 3aBTpaka yxke MO3/HO, a JaH4 Mep-
KyJIOB OBl HE TIPUBETCTBOBAI.

— I'epa, Heyxenn gaxe Thl HE MOKEIb 9TO pacgpoBaTh? —



OCTaHOBUBIINCH, HAPYIIWJ MomyaHue ["aBputiok.

— Bonozs, s BooOIe He MOHMUMAI0, KaK OH 3TO cAeial. DTo
HaJI0 BHUKATh, u3y4arb. Het, Hy g 310 caenawo. Caenailo TOYHO.
Ho Bonpoc BpemeHu.

— Ckonbko HykHO? [lenn? JIBa? — BMemaiics B pasroBop Mep-
KYJIOB.

— Toapuin maitop, s He BomueOHUK. Hanelock, 3a Heneno
YIPaBUTHCS.

— JlagHo, I'epa, genait Bc€ BodmoskHoe. Ecnu JleoHOB Takue
JEeHbI'M OTaBaj 3a cend, Aa eni€ u 3ammgpoBa Ty Kapry, 3Ha-
YUT, TaM TOYHO YTO-TO BaxkHOe. M 4TO-TO MHE MOjCKa3bIBaeT,
YTO UMEHHO 3TO MPUBENET HAC K yOuiilie.

— Bc€ nonsu, I0puin Pomanosuu. Caenaro.

— A, u emg, pebsra. Jluunas npockOa. B uHTEepecax cien-
CTBMA NPO 3Ty (IEHIKY HU ciloBa. Panopra He nuieM, HaBepx
He Jokj1abiBaeM. [Ioka He MOMMEM, UTO TaM.

— Tak TOuHO, — B OJIMH T'0OJIOC OTBETHJIY OIEpA.

— Kcraru, I'epa, uto ¢ mouroii JleoHoBa? — MepkysioB coOpai-
cs1 ObLIO BBIXOJIUTh U3 KAOMHETa, HO OOEPHYJICS.

— Ax, na! Beé caenan. B ynan€HHbIX HaIIEN MHTEPECHYIO Ta-
nouky ¢ pororpacdusimu. Bot, s1 pacneuaran, — oH B3si1 CO CTONA
TaNKy ¥ MPOTSHYJI CJIEIOBATEIIO.

MepkysoB packpsit e€. Ha Heckonbkux ¢otorpadusx Obuia
n300paxkeHa OOHMMAIOIIASCs U 1eyolIasics Napoyka, B KOTO-
poii JIerko MOXHO ObUIO y3HaTh JleoHoBy m Tkauenko. Maiiop
[TyOOKO B3JOXHYJI:



— Hy, BOT 4yBCTBY10, UTO HE BCE IPOCTO € ITUM TKAYEHKO, a
JO0Ka3aTh He Mory. VMI3MeHy & eMy He IpexbsBUIlb. A OOJbIIe
Y HEeYero.

— ToBapwui maiiop, — oOpaTtwiics K Hemy ['aBpuiiok. — A pas-
peTe, s CXOXy K TKaueHKO TOMOW U MOmpoOyI0 IIOTOBOPUTD
¢ ero xenou? Hy, mano ym?

— Nu, — kopoTko oTBeTHII MEepKyJIoB U, NOJIOKUB MANKy Ha
CTOJ1, BBIIIIEN U3 KaOUHeTa.

keksk

CKBO3b 3aHABECKM B OKHO 3aIVISAbIBAIA COJHEYHBIC JyYM.
[Toroga cmesinack HajJ neTepOypKLIAMU, TO OfapuBas TEIJIOM U
HaMeKasi Ha CKOpoe MpHUOIMKeHUe JieTa, TO HAIycKasi BETPhl C
JNOXISMU, 3aCTaBlislla CUJIbHEE KYTaTbCs B MaJIbTO U KYPTKH.
ITOT IeHb BBIJAICS COMHEYHBIM. AJIEKCaH/pa CUeNa y HOyTOy-
Ka, paboTast Haji Oyayleld KHUTOM, KOrJa B JBEpPh MO3BOHWIIH.
Myx yexasl IO KaKMM-TO JIeJlaM, a OHa HUKOIO He XkJaja, IMo-
9TOMY 3aCOMHEBAJIACh, HYKHO JIM OTKPbIBaTh. BCIOMHUB He/1aB-
HUU MPUXO]] MOJIMIIMU, OHA OCTOPOKHO BBIMJISIHYJIA B OKHO. [1o-
JIMIIEWCKUX MalIMH He Obuto. BripoueM, BMOIHE BEpOSTHO, UTO
OHH CTOSAIT CO CTOPOHBI ABOpa. B 1Bepb cHOBa no3BoHuIM. U rpo-
CHJIa K€ OHAa My’a KynWTb JBepHOM ra3ok! Tak HeT, Bc€é emy
HE JI0 TOTO.

— Kt0 Tam? — cripocuiia oHa rpoOMKO.

— Jleiitenant 'aBpumiok, Ilerporpanckuit POB]I, mHe Obl C
Bamu noroBoputs, Asiekcanapa CepreeBHa.

BrnoxHyB mormy0Oxe, JeHIIMHA OTKpbLIa jJBepb. Ha mopore



CTOSLJT TOT CaMblil Orep, KOTOPbIA NpUXxoaui 3a e€ myxem. OHa
€ro cpasy y3Haja.

— Tenepp npUILIM MEHSI ApECTOBBIBATH? — UCITYTAaHHO CITPO-
CHJIa OHa.

— A ectb 32 4TO? — YJIBIOHYJICS JIEUTEHAHT.

— A exelu U HeT, pa3Be BaM CJIOXKHO MPHUIyMaTh, 32 4T0? —
y’ke cMeee OTBETH/Ia OHa BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIPOC.

— Her, 1 He Xouy HUKOTO apecTOBbIBAaTh. MBI ITPOCTO pacciie-
ayeM youictBo. U s ompaimBaio Bcex CBUETENeH.

— Ho s He cBuzeTenb, 1 HUYEro He BUjesa, — Moxasa rjiedamu
XO35IMKA.

— MpbI MOXEM NOrOBOPUTh BHYTPU KBAPTUPbI? — MPEIIOKUIT
JICUTEHAHT.

AJlekcanpa Meaua.

— Her, Hy, ecnu xoTuTe, MOXEM, KOHEUHO, TIPOJIOIKUTh U B
napajiHoy, — OH JIOCTaJl PyuKy, OJJOKHOT U MPUTOTOBUJICS 3aIH-
ChIBATb.

— 3axoauTe, — BBIHYXJIEHHO COIIACKIIACH XO3sIiKa U 3aKpbLiia
3a OMEPOM JBEPb.

[IponycTuB NieiTeHaHTa HAa KyXHIO, OHA 3alllia CJIEJOM:

— CrpammBaiire.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.
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