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Eaena Pennn
I{BeTOK 3J1a

I'maBa 1

Ha momanke oxuaanust ObUIO JOBOJBHO CHOKOMHO. [TocunTaB, 4To yke Hedero OosThCs,
XpyHKas JeBylIKa caesaja [mar Buepe, BCTaB 0331 TYYHOTO MY KUYHMHBI, C 3aBUIHON IEPUOAUYHO-
CTBIO ITpoBepsomIero 6useT. OH MOXOAXII Ha OTPOMHYIO PACIUIBIBUATYIO TOPY, 3aKPHIBAIOILYIO CO BCEX
cropoH. Jlopest yKpaJiko# orisiienach 1 Mo3Bojmia cede yIblOHYThCSI.

V nee Bce nonyunsock. Eie HeMHOro 1 OHa HaBCeraa NOKMHET TEPPUTOPHUIO YEPHBIX BOJIKOB.
310 X0powo. TonbKo Obl yCHETh.

HeoxupnanHo neBymky Opocuito B kap. OHa ¢ y’kacoM 3aKkpblila I71a3a 1 MPOIIenTaia MOJIUTBY,
HaJesch, YTO B TOT pa3 Bce Oyzer uHayve. [Ipores moutu Mecsll, a ee BUeHUE Tak U He COBbLIOCh.

ITO XOpOUIO.

Brixoaurt, obeper crapyxu IoMOr.

HeBonbHO /ieByIIIKa NPUKOCHYJIACh K aMyJIeTy, OOXKHUTaloeMy Jaxe MoJ IUIOTHOW MaTepHe
YepHOro Iiama. YOopas pyKy, OHa MONpaBuia BHIOMBIIMICS 30JI0TOH JIOKOH TTOJI MYKCKOW KEIKOH,
T0J1 KOTOPOI1 IpsTasia JUIMHHbIE Bosockl. HemocyiHble, Beb Aaxke Tyrue KOChl CITyCTsl BpeMsl pac-
IUIETAJIUCh.

VnpiOka comnuta ¢ ry0, Korga movyBCTBOBaja Ooib. Ee IBETOK ropesn mox Koxkei, kemnas
BBIpBaThcsl Ha cBOOOAY. [loTepeB muieyo, 3Has1, 4To Yyepe3 BpeMsl Bee MpoiiaeT, Jlopest BHOBb 03apu-
JIach MO CTOPOHAM. DTO MPOMEXKYTOUHAs CTaHIMA, Aajbllle OHa MoedeT K moaaM. Hukto Hukoraa
HE y3HAeT, KTO OHA, ¥ OHA CMOKET HayaTh HOBYIO KU3Hb.

Hasxe He Bepuiock. .. Heyxenu Tak MOXeT OBITh?

W noyeMy MMEHHO el 10cTasioch 3T0 NpokJiATue? Ee poBeCHUIIb JABHO KUBYT B CBOUX JIOMax,
y HUX J€TH, MyXbsl, 0 UEM U OHa MeuTasa, OKa He MOHsIA, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOKHO. OHa MpOKJIATA.
Marp Bcerga 3amminaia, oOMaHbIBaja, yropapuBajia OTIA Tepee3kaTb ¢ MecTa Ha MecTO, MOKa
He OKa3aJICh B CTa€ YEPHBIX BOJIKOB. Tam Bce M pacKpbLIOCh.

INocnbimanuce ronoca. Ouens 3HakoMmble. KeHckuil u netckuid. I'ie-to oHa ux cabimana. M tak
I'POMKO. ..

Jlopesi 06epHysach ¥ U3yMJIEHHO YCTaBWJIaCh Ha BBICOKYIO JKEHIIMHY B TEMHO-CEPOM ILIaThe
C JIEBOUKOM Ha pyKax, MOCIENIHO JBUraollyiocs K aBrooycy. K yxacy neBylKu, UMEHHO K ee aBTO-
oycy.

Jlopes He XoTena BepuTh CBOUM I71a3aM. Beb amysieT yChIIuil LIBETOK Ha €€ I1eue, TaK MoYeMy
MPOKJIATOE BUJIEHUE HAYaJlo COBIBATHCS ?

Tonbko ObI HE OIATHCS UCKYIIIEHHIO, YTOOBI BCe MCIPaBUTh. Besib ckombKo pas oderana cede,
a IOTOM cama He NMOHMMaJla, KaK OKa3blBaJlach TaM... C KPOBbBIO Ha pyKax.

Ha cexyHy 3akpbIB IV1a3a, AEBYIIIKA CKasla py4Ky yemonaHa. Ctapasach OTBJIEYbCS, HE IyMaTh,
3a0bITb.

Ilepen rna3amu BCIUIBUIM SIPKME MOMEHTHI U3 BUJCHUS: TEMHBIN JieC, 3Be3/1HOe HebOo, U TaM
y epeBa TeJIO KEHIIUHBI. DTOMN JKEHILUHBI.

ITokauas rosnosoi, Jlopest ykpakoil HOCMOTpeJsia Ha TEMHOBOJIOCYIO JKEHIIMHY. Bbicokas, rmpu-
MEPHO OJTHOTO BO3pacTa ¢ €e MaTepblo, TOJIbKO I71a3a CYACTIIMBBIE.

Ot 3101 MBICIH CcTasI0 He 1o cede. Panbine Japuna ymbidanack, Hoka B IOJTHOMYHKE HE yBU/IeIa
paclyCTUBIIMICS IBETOK Ha Iuleye gouyepd. OHa MoOrIa OTJaTh €€, OTKA3aThCs, 3Hasl, KaK OTpearu-
PYIOT B CTae Ha MPOKJIATYIO LIBETKOM JIEBOUKY, HO BOTYMIIA TaK JOJTO MeyTaia o goyepu. MecTHbIi
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Bpay 3aBEPHJI, YTO OHA OOJIBIIIE HE CMOXKET BHIHOCHTH 3JJ0pOBOro pebeHka. Jlapuaa penimsia CKpbIBaTh
MIPOKJIAITUE JOYEPH OT BCEX, B TOM UHUCJIE U OT MYyXKa.

Tonbko 3TOT peOGeHOK CTall i Hee HEeNMOCHIBHOW HoIel. .. HeBBIHOCUMOM, 3acTaBIsIonien
KpUYaTh B OAYIIKY KaX/yI0 HOYb MIOJIHONYHUSI. 3aKpbiBasi A0Yb B [IOABAJIE, OHA CO ClI€3aMU Ha IJla-
3ax MpOCHUJIA MPOIIEHUS U He BBIITyCKasla, He pearupys Ha Kpuku o romory. L[BeTok TpedoBas cBo-
001pbl, He IPU3HABAsI 3aTOUEHHUS], 3aCTABJISISI UCTIBITHIBATH A/ICKUE OO HEXHYIO TUIOTb.

— Bas, Tbl TOUHO HE XOuelb MUTh? — CIPOCUIIA JKEHIIIUHA Yy CBOEH MaJjieHbKOW nouyepu. Bos-
YHIIBI, YTO Jake He YIUBUIIO0. IMEHHO 00OpOTHEl OHa BUjieNla B CBOMX BUICHUSIX.

— Her, mama. Xouy MuIky.

— Mumky? — TyT JKEHIIMHA OTKpPbJIa CYMKY U JIOCTasa OeJIOCHEKHOTO 3BEPbKa C JKEJIThIM 11Be-
TOYKOM.

Jlopesi ero XopoIo MOMHMIIA, OCOOEHHO KPOBb Ha OEIOCHEKHOMU IIEPCTH.

IToBrHYsICb BHE3aITHOMY MHCTMHKTY, JAEBYLIKA BCEM TEJIOM OBEPHY/IACh K BOIYMLIAM.

— Ilpocrute, a BH Kyzna exute?

— MwmM... — XeHIIMHA HEe OXHJajla MOJOOHOrO BOMpPOCa, — K POICTBEHHHMKAM B TOCTH.
B nepeBHio 3a xoimom 013 o3epa. Tak JaBHO TOTO KM,

Jlopest B3apornyna. Teppuropusi O3 o3epa MpHHAAIEKaNA cTae OeNbIX BOJIKOB, 3aKJISATHIM
Bparam 4epHbIX. [leByIlKa ciplana o HUX, Kak O JKeCTOKMX MOHCTpPaX, YCTPAHSIOMIMX JIOOBIX MPO-
THUBHUKOB. AJib(ha OeJIbIX BOJIKOB CYpPOBBIH TPEABOIUTEIb, HO OOJBIIYIO ONTACHOCTD MIPE/ICTABIISIET €r0
BEpHBII cienap. BouH, youiiia, 6€3:KaloCTHBIN 3Bepb, OT KOTOPOro HEBO3MOXKHO CHAcTHCh. Jlepek
HABOJWJI YKac Ha JII0OOTo, KTO MepeceKascs ¢ HIM Ha OTHOM ITyTH.

B3ox o6meryenus Boies u3 rpyau JeByniky. OHa MUHYET Ty TEPPUTOPHIO CO CTOPOHBI TOPHI,
BBIIZIET To3xke. [Ipoeser 3eMim OesbIX BOJIKOB, He MpHOIKasach K HUM. be3 3amaxa HUKTO He pac-
MO3HAET B Hell caMKy, Bellb LIBETOK 3a0pai ero. 1 He TombKoO. . .

[MpoknsATas MeTka Bee y Hee 3a0paina. [lake criocoOHOCTh 000paYnBaThCS.

Omna HM Bonmuuia, HU vyesioBeK. CTpaHHAs AEBYLIKA C KHUBbIM LIBETKOM Ha ILIeye, MPOSIBIISIO-
IIIUMCSI B TIOJIHYIO HOYb, KOT/Ia BUJUT CMEPTh TEX, C KEM CBEJIET ee Cynpoa.

Kecroko, HO TIpaBaa.

HmenHo mostomy ona cOexana u3 cBoeil cran. M ot Hero... [IsiiBa. Ho pase Morio y HuX
XOTb YTO-TO TIOYYUTHCS C CBIHOM ab(bi? Eciy TONbKO OBITH pa3BiieueHUeM Ha BpeMs.

OHa Bce caesnaia mpaBWIbHO.

Bee.

Tosnbko. .. kanb Math. Ho Tak eii Oyzer serye. OHa, HAKOHEIl, CMOXKET KUTb HOPMAJTBHO.

— Mawma, a oHa He BouMa? — Clipocuiia ¢ OI03PEHUEM JIEBOYKa. — Y Hee HeT 3araxa.

— DTO0 He Ball MUp, — MOAAJ ToJOC TYYHbI MYXKUYMHA, pa3BOpauMBasch, 3ajaeBas Jloperwo.
JeBy1iky noHecno B ctopoHy. OHa ¢ aHUKOMH B IJ1a3ax JieTesla BHU3, HO MaJeHuUsl He CITy4nsIOCh.

Pyxka xeHumHbl ynepxana. Bomuniia cMorpesia HeKOTopoe BpeMsl Ha XPYIKyIo (pUrypy He3Ha-
KOMKH M C KaXJIOM CEKyHO0 Bce Oostbiiie XMy puiack. OOIM3HYB ryObl, OHa CMYIIAsICh TPOrOBOPHIIA:

— Bel ropure. ..

— He nepexuBaiite, Bce xopoino. Tak ObiBaer. ..

— Bo3MmoxHO, MBI 000pOTHH pefko Korga 6oneeM. Ho ecnu ciryuyaercs, TO He Mo3aBUIyelllb.

— Bonetor onu. .. Hy u 3adem Ham 00 3TOM 3HaTh? — HEJOBOJILHO BOpYal MyxuuHa. — Ertie u ¢
neB4oHKoM. [Tonu, opars OyzeT BCio 10pOry, He TOCITHIIIb.

— MyxuuHa, ycrokoitecb. OHa He JOCTaBUT XJIONOT, — CKa3aja MaTb M IOCMOTpesa
Ha JIEBOYKY, B TOT )K€ MOMEHT KMBHYBIIYIO B 3HaK coryacus. [lonnmana mMate ¢ nosyciosa.

[Mocnpimancss XapakTepHBI IIyM MOABEIKAOMIETO JIMHHOTO aBTOOyca, PacCUYMTAHHOTO
Ha MeXIyropogHue Noe3qku. BriomHe ymnoOHbIN, koMdopTadenbHbiii. KOHEUHO, Belb OHM CTOJIBKO
4acoB OyIyT B MyTH.
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W3 aBToOYyCa BBIIIUIA HU3KOTO POCTa KpyIHasi keHIHa. OHa ¢ HeJOBOJILCTBOM OCMOTpEJIa BCeX
MPUCYTCTBYIONIMX U BbIIAJIA:

— I'oToBMM OMIIETHI M TIPOXOAMM TOJIBKO TOCIIE TOTO, KaK MPUIJIAIy.

— Yero x1ats? Bpemsi mo3mHee, MOXKHO yke 3BaTh, — HEIOBOJILHO Oypuall MyKUMHA.

— MyxunHa, y Bac 6arax, Bbl Bce paBHO OyJieTe JK/1aTh, TaK YTO COBETYIO HE BO3MYIIAThCS.

— Jla BBI IOJKHHL. ..

— Yro nomkHa, 5 3HaI0, — PSABKHYJA JKEHIIMHA-KOHAYKTOP U, OTKPBIB JBEPb, TO3BOJISIOIIYIO
MIPOWTH B 30HY Nlepexo/ja K aBTOOYCHOM TUIONIAJIKe, Hauala 1o CKaHepy MPOBEPSATh KAPTy MYKUMHBIL.
[To Helt MOKHO OBLIO OTCIIEAUTD BCE TIEPEMEIlIeHUsT TPOBEPSEMOr0, B TOM UHCIE 3aIPEThl MOJIULIUH.

Homuta ogepens 10 Jlopen. OHa mpuOIM3MIACh U TIPOKAIIEH PYKOU MPOTSIHY/IA OWJIeT.

— A kapra?

— Ceronns notepsiia. Kak npueny Ha MECTo, BOCCTaHOBITIO.

— 310, KOHEUHO, mpaBwiIbHO. Ho ecu Gynet rpoBepka?

Jlopesi 3actbina, mepexuBas, 4to efl oTKaxkyT. OHa He MpeicTaBisia, 4yTo OyJeT jaenarhb.
K Tomy ke feHer nouTu He OCTanoCh.

— Jla kakas npoBepka? Houb Ha 1Bope. BricTpee yxke mpoBepsiiTe U MpUMHUTE MOW Oarax, —
HE YHUMAaJCs MY)KUMHA, 3JICh Ha 33/IepKKy. BeUHO *KEeHIMHBI TAHYT KOTa 3a XBOCT. Henb3st XoTh
pa3 HoOpMaJIbHO?

[TpoBepsiomas o0epHyIach U MoKavyasa roJoBOM.

— INomHumaiiteck yxe, cama yoepy Baril O6arax!

— Hy yx Her, s nomkeH Bce MpoBepuTh. KTo Bac 3HaeT. .. — MyKUMHa He PUHSLI IpUTJIalieHue,
HO HOTOH cTyvaJ 1o acalibTy, MoKa3biBasi CBOE HETepIIeHHe U HeJJOBOILCTBO. Hazesisicst Ha coBecTb
KOHIYKTODA.

— JlagHo, MpoX0oAK. .. — MPOrOBOPHJIA KEHIIMHA JIEBYIIIKE, 3710 TOCMATPUBAs B CTOPOHY Oarax-
HOTO OT/EJIeHUs, IJe CTOsT MyX4HMHA. YK O4YeHb ee pasapaxai. [IeHb He 3ajgaiics, a 3TOT elle
101 HOYb PelvJl HACTPOSHUE UCTIOPTHUTb.

— Cnacu6o! — GrmarogapHo cKazaia JIeBYIIKA W MOCIEIHO HApaBUIACh K OTKPBITOH JBEPU.
VBuieB HyXHYI0 IU(PY, OHA TOCTABIJIA YeMOJIaH Y OKHA, Ha/IesICh, YTO COCE/IEH 10 Kpeciy He OyaeT.
[MaccaxxupoB MaJio, OIHO3HAYHO CSIIYT OTAEIBbHO, YTOOB yIOOHee ObUIO craTh. Bcero HeCKOJbKo,
He Oosiee IecsTH.

[puceB, oHa mocMoTpesia Ha mycTou eppoH. Eme HemHoro u aBrodyc TpoHercs. OOHSB ceds
3a TUIeYH, paaysch TEIJION Mojaue BO3AyXa, AEBYIIKA YIbIOHYIACh.

B npoxoze nocabianuce maru. BeimisHyB, AeByIIIKa yBUIeIa KEHIUHY C JOYEPhIO.

— Hy, naBaii caauce.

— Mawma, 5 OCIUTIO ¥ Cpa3y YBHIKY CBOMX OpaTheB, 1a?

— U He Tonbko OparbeB. Mbl noesieM K TBoel 6adyike. OHa o4eHb J0Opast ¥ BKYCHO TOTOBUT
MUPOTH.

— C msacom?

— C MsicoM camble BKYCHBIE.

— Vpa! Torma s Oyay cnarh... — 3aBepuiia MaJbIIIKa U TPOIUIA BIIEPE, PACHOIOKHUBIIUCH
C MPaBOW CTOPOHBI, OTKyJa Jlopea Morsa ux Xopoio BUIETb.

B rpynu 605pHO KOMBHYI0. HerpusTHOE MpeuyBCTBUE 3aXBaTHIIO C TOJIOBBI JIO HOT. [leBymika
IJIsIHYJIa Ha CBOMX COCElel M ¢ BOJIHEHHMEM 3aMeTHIa:

— OmnacHo Bam OyneT 100upaThesl yepe3 TEMHBIN Jiec.

— O Her... {1 BeIpOCaa B 3TUX MeCTax, HUYETO He CIyYUTCs. YMBUTEIBHO, YTO BbI MIEpeKHUBa-
ere...

— Jla ckonbko MoxHO?! Houb yxe 3a okHOM. VImeliTe coBecTh, — pABKHYJI MyK4YMHA.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, — BOJIYMIIA YJIBIOHY/IACh M BAHOBATO KMBHYJA Jlopeu, mociie 4ero noBepHyJiach
K JJOYEpH M JIACKOBO MOMPOCHIIA: — 3aKpbIBail IM1a3Ku, MUJIasi, OylieM CraTb.
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— A ien?

— Ila, koneuHo. — TyT keHIIMHA NOHsJIach U BHITSIHYJIA [1BA IUIeJla C BEpXHE Nojku. Paseep-
HYBIIIMChH K TIPOTHUBOIOJIOXKHOW CTOPOHE, OHA BHITAIIIWIIA TPETUH, repeaas ero Jlopee.

— Housto OyzieT X0JIoIHO, yX MOBephTe.

- I[a CIIUTE y)Ke. .. — CO CTOHOM HpOTHHyJI My)K‘lI/IHa, TyT JK€ Ha4YaB COIICTh.

[MpunsB mrex, Jlopess HaKpbUIACh M CYACTIIMBO 3aKpbula I71a3a. Teneph el MOXKHO OTIOXHYTh
OT IIOI'OHHU U TIOCIIATh.

ABTOOYC pe3ko ocraHoBumiics. Jlopesi mpoomkania crarh, MoKa He YCIbIIaga HeXHBIN ToJI0cC
MaJIeHbKOH BOMuMIbl. OHa I1akaa.

— Mawma, Tam TemHo... S He moiy.

— Tuxo, ponnas, He madyb. He Oofics, s1 ¢ TOOOH, — BOMUMIIA B3sIa 10U 3a PYKY Y HOTSHYA
3a coboit o nmpoxoxny. — [Noiinem, He OyeM HUKOMY MellaTh.

— Tam xe MOHCTP. ..

— Her, o1 ut0... VX He cymecTtByeT. U kK TOMy *ke Hac BcTpeTuT Oadymika. [oinem. ..

Bocniomunanus BHOBb BOpBaiuch B co3HaHue Jlopen. Heoco3HaHHO, NMOBUHYACH MMILYJIb-
CUBHOMY IOpBHIBY, OHA JIepHYJa PYKOM, BLEMMBIINCh B PyKaB IUIaThsl BOMYHMIIBL. [la Tak Kperko,
YTO MOCIBILIAJICS TPECK MaTepUH.

— Iocroiite. .. — HauaJsla OHA, He MPEACTaBIsisA, Kak OyaeT o0bsicHATh. Camoe cioxHoe. HuKTO
HE XOYEeT BEpUTb, CUMTAsl €€ CyMACIIEAIIEH.

— IIpoctute, HaM HYKHO CHEUIMTh, — KaK MOXHO BEXJIMBEE OTBETWJA KEHIIVHA, pearupys
Ha BOPWIMBOE KyJaXTaHbE BOTUTEIS.

— Tam Bac %JeT OnacHOCTh, — XPUILIO NMpu3Hanack Jlopesi, 00OMU3bIBast Cyxue ryosl.

— Oii, He myraiite, npory. [Jouka oueHb OOUTCs, a BHI. .. ¢ ellle OOJbIIe Myraere.

— Ho Tam...

— Vnauu! — cka3zaia *eHIlMHA U, BbIPBAB PYKY, YIMBIAACH MOILM JEBYILKH, KOTOpPasi C OrPOM-
HOH CHJION C’KMMaJia, TIPOIIUIA C I0YEPhIO K BBHIXOMAY, HE 3a0bIB N3BMHUTHCS MIEpe]] BOIUTENIEM.

ABTOOYC TPOHYJICS CITyCTSi MUHYTY, TpO€3Xkas MUMO MaTtepu ¢ peOeHKOM. 3amMeTHO ObLIo,
YTO y IEBOYKM UCTEpHKA, OHA He xoTena uatu. Habmopnas 3a 3ot cueHoi, Jlopesi cxanach OT Jefsi-
Horo xosona. Ho ymiip Ha MrHoBeHMe, Kak BCerna... Nepej cMepThbio. JleByllka ImpoBesa pyKou
10 TUIeYy, TYT Xe C ppluaHueM youpasi. MeTka ropeina mnoj Koxei. [la Tak CUIIBHO, YTO MEPEXOANIIO
B aroHu0. XoJIof Tejla yCIOKanuBal ee.

«OHu no2ubHym. .. Kenuguna u manviuka ne 0oxcusym 0o ympa», — NofgyMaJa JeByIlKa, BCIO-
MUHas 6e3KM3HEHHBIE I71a3a peOeHKa.

C 1uKMM OTYasiHUEM ITISIHYB Ha CBOU JIpOKAIlMe JIaJJOHU, IEBYIIIKA Pe3Ko nogHsiack. [Ipmxkas
YeMOJIaH K TPy, OHa OBICTPO HAINPABUJIACH K BOAUTEIIO.

— OcraHoBUTe, MOKATYHCTA, — MMOMPOCHIIA IEBYIIKA, TYT Xke B3/iparuBas ot Ooimu. Huth niBeTka
BBIPBAJIMCH HAa CBOOOMY, pa3pbiBasi HEXKHYIO KOKY.

Vike ckopo... TeHb cMepTH HaBUCIIA HAJl BOIYMILIEN U €€ MAJIEHbKOW J10YEPBIO.

HyxHo ycners.

— Yero?! Csaap Ha MecTO! — pSIBKHYJI MYKYMHA.

— Her. Ceituac. Otkpoiite qBepsb!

— He TBOst ocTanoBKa! Briiinenib, ABeph 3aKpoI0 1 Moey. S HUKOro x/1aTh He Oyay!

— U ne nyxkHo. Otkpoiite! Ceituac xke! — noBbicuia ToH Jlopest, ToHUMasi, 4TO el MPUAETCs
Oexarh, YTOOBI JIOTHATh. ABTOOYC BCE JAJIbIINE Ye3Kall.

— Jla uro xe Takoe?! UTo 3a maccaxkxupbl cerogHsi y MeHs?!

— INoxanyiicra!
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— Ox, nagHo, HO CMOTPH, s TeOs npeaynpent. Knats He Oyay. Hekorna mue.

— OcraHoBHTE. .. — IPOXPHIIENA JEBYIIKa, cAepkuBas ce0s oT Kpuka. Hutu nBeTka pacnosnsa-
JIMCh TIO KOXKE, OCTABJIsIsl KPOBABbIC I[BETHI.

MyX4rMHa CKPUBWICS W CBEpHYJI C JOpOrd. BblnaBuB COMBUMBBIE CJIOBa OlarofiapHOCTH,
AeBYIIKa OpOCHIIACh K IBEPH, KOTOPAasi TYT K€ PacraxHyJach.

Bpocus cBoit uemonaH B KiogeT, Jlopest co Bcex cuil Opocuiiach Mo 0004MHE, CTapasiCh YCIbl-
1maTh rosioca. J1o octaHoBKM OBUIO e1lie YeThIpecTa METPOB, KOTIa OHa CIIOTKHYJIACh U pacIulacTasach
Ha acayibTe BCeM TeJoM, pa3aupasi JOKTH U KoJeHu 10 KpoBu. OHa He BHJesa, HO YyBCTBOBaja
3amnax.

Briz1as cton, JIopest opHsIach Ha HOTM U, OPOCHB B3IJISA/L HA KIOBET, HaYasIa CITyCKaThCs, JKesast
COKpaTHTh ImyTh. OHA HaJEsIaCh YCIETh. . .

OkazaBImch Ha TPONMHKE, AEBYIIKA IVIsHYJIa Ha HeOo. 3yoBelasi HermojqHast jkeras JyHa
OCBellaJla TEMHBIH Jiec. BTSIHYB MpOXJIagHbIil BO3MYX, AEBYIIKA MOHSJIA, YTO MPABMUIBHO TBHKETCS.
3amnax BOJIYMII TAHYJICA 1UIEN(pOM, paccenBasich 1o TporuHKe. C KaxabIM 111aroM apomMar JOHOCHJICS
CUJIbHEE.

TumuHy pazopBaJl KUK KEHIIMHBI ¥ TU1a4 peOeHKa.

Cuutel osiBIITCH BHe3anHo. Jlopest Opocmiiack co Bcex Hor, 3a0biBast Mpo crpax. OTmevas
TEMHOE TISITHO Y JiepeBa OJIM3 TPONMHKY, IEBYIIKY OXBAaTHJIA sIPOCTh. TeJo 3a)KuiI0 CBOEH KU3HbIO,
HAITUTABIIKUCH SIIOM I[BETKA.

HewnsBecTHbI B YepHOM OlIESIHUM HABUC HAJl KEHIIMHOM, B PyKe CKMMasi HOX. 3aMETUB JIBU-
’KEHHE OCTPOro JIE3BUs, AEBYIIKA 3aCTbljla HA MECTe, a [OTOM Clieslajla €IMHCTBEHHOE YTO MOIJIa:
CHsIJTa TUIAII ¥ APOXKAIIMMHU MaJblIlaMU PAcCTerHYNa pyOalliky, IBUTasch K HeJH.

[TpoKIATHIN IIBETOK BeJb HE TOJIBKO €€ TeP3aeT, OH MOpakaeT JII0O0ro, KTo JOTPOHETCS A0 HEro
U J1ake... yOuBaer.

3akycuB 1y0y, Jlopes npuOIm3niach u ObICTPO OPOCKIACh HA HE3HAKOMIIA CO CITMHBI, TOJIKAS
Ha 3eMJTIO, YTO el yaanoch. OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH YOUIATIA PACTEPSIICS, HO JIUIIb Ha MrHOBeHHue. OH pas-
BEPHYJICSI, TYT e MOJHMMAsCh Ha HOTH U BBICTaBIISASA niepesi co0or HOX. Ero nmio ObU10 3aKphITO
KPacHOM TKaHbI0, HO YEPHBIE TJ1a3a IPOCTHO MPOKUTaIN CKBO3b pa3pesbl. OH IepHYJI TOI0BO 1 Opo-
CUJICS Ha IEBYIIIKY, HEBEPOSTHBIM 00pa30M HaIpaBUBIIEHCS Ha HETO.

CTOJIKHOBEHHE BBIIIUIO MPOH3UTEIBHBIM U KPOBaBbIM. YOWNIIA JIMIIb YCIeJl HAHECTH YAap
B IUIEYO, KOrJa JEBYyIIKa C AUKMM PBEHHEM NpHXajlach K HEMY BCEM TeJIOM, pacIUIaCTaBIIKCh
Ha MpoKou rpyau. OHa npukania pyKy K KOJIBIXAIOLENcsl TPYIHOM KJIETKE, 3Hasi, 4TO Yepe3 Bpems
IIBETOK COXJKET TKaHb U MEPEKUHETCS Ha IJIOTh.

7Kap 1iBeTka OXBAaTWJI TeJlO, TOJbIXask C HEBEPOSTHOM CHIIONW. YOUWHIA B3BBUI U IOIMBITAJNICS
OTOPOCHUTD JEBYIIKY, HO OHA BILIEMIJIACh MEPTBON XBAaTKOM.

Bropoii ynap Bblies HUKYeMHBIM, IYCTh JE€BYIIIKE OH MOKa3ayicsi orHeHHbIM. OHa 3acTaBisiia
ceOs1 TeprieTh, Keyast CIacTH BOTYHIL.

Pesknii peB momapwi Hanexay. MykduHa, B YeM JEBYIIKa HE COMHEBAJIACh, OTKUHYJI HOX
Y BHOBD TIOITBITAJICSI OTOPBATh OT ceOsl AUKAPKY, HO 3TO ObUIO HEBO3MOXHO. He oHa, a HUTH 1IBeTKa
JepKajli CONPOTUBIISAIONIEECS TeJO.

PHIBOK, U [EBYIIKY OTKMHYJIO B CTOPOHY KYCTOB C srofoi. Jlopesi mepeBepHyach, ¢ yKacom
BCMAaTpPUBASICh B KPOBABYIO PYKY C IIBETKOM, OHIyIasi 00Jb, a TaM TO33/11 pbluasl MyXXYMHA, MTHO-
BEHHO MEPEKUHYBILHIICS B BOJIKA.

Besnoro Boska. OrpomHoro.

Taxoro 3Beps Jlopes HUKOra eie He BCTpeyalia.

OH ¢ KpOBaBO# IMEPCTHIO 37T00HO CMOTPEJT Ha LIBETOK, a TIOTOM OpOCHJICS B CTOPOHY 03epa,
OCTaBJIsIs1 U3MYYEHHYIO JIEBYIIKY B IIOKOE, BO UTO C TpyAoM Bepuiia Jlopesi.

Xpun npuBJieK BHUMaHue. [leBymika oOepHynach U HAKJIOHIIIACH K JKEHIIHE, TIPOBEPsIs AbIXa-
HUE U ITYJIbC.
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Hpimana. Tsoxeno, HO apimana. Cnadblid myabe mogapui Hagexkay. [IpukOCHYBIIMCH pyKamMu
K OJIe’K]Ie, IeBYIIKA MMOHsLIa, YTO yOUIAIIa yCIie HAaHECTH IBa UJIM TPH yaapa, He Bce. B cBoem BuaeHum
OHa BujIena Ooree JBaIIaTH HOKEBbIX paHeHUH. BBIXOIUT, He ycIiesl COTBOPHTH 3I10.

Jlposxaiiye naiblibl IPUKOCHYJIHCH K JIEBOM pyke XpaOpoii IeBymKu. JKeHIrHa MOMbITanach
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, [JIa3aMU YMOJIsIsl IPUCITYIIAThCS U TIOHSATh, HO BAPYT NOTepsiia co3HaHue. Buanmo,
OT ILIOKa.

Nnm ot pan? Bo3moxHo, oHa He yBujesna apyrue. Ho 3To HeyauBuTebHO, Tiepe]] Ijla3aMu Bce
pacIubiBaIoCh. JJOTpOHYBIIMCH 4O KPOBABOW PaHbI Ha IIEYe, JEBYILIKA CTajla OIVIS/IbIBATHCS 10 CTO-
pOHaM.

Pebenok... JIeBouka. I'ne ona?

ITpucnymasmmuce, Jlopes ycislana BexaunbiBaHus. [Jetckue.

— Bad... — npuHsiiace oHa 3BaTh. — Bas. ..

JleBouka craia BCXJIMIBIBATh CHIIbHEE.

Tonbko mnau pedeHka He nomor Jlopen HaiiTn ee. C KaxJ0i CEKyHIOU il CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE
XyXke 1 Xyxe. LIBeTok. .. He mpuHUMas OOJNe3HH WM paHEHHU s, TOIBKO eci caM HaHocuJl. U ceftuac
OH BO3/IEMICTBOBAJI HA TEJIO, UCLEJISAS €ro.

— Bas, ne npsiubcs. [oxanyiicra, — xpunena Jlopes, ¢ Tpyaom nepensurasicb. Horu e nep-
JKaJu, PeCTaBIsisi COOOM Bary.

BexnmneiBanus cranu eie rpomye v Jlopesi, HAKOHELl, CMOIJIA €€ HaWTH. Y Maxy4yuX KyCTOB.
Jlopest npoTsiHy/Ia pyKH 1 IpoLLIenTana:

— Bas, uam ko MHe.

— Mawma... — oHa BCXJIMITHYJIa U BBITEpJIa HOC pyKoW. — MOHCTp Hamas Ha Hee.

— Bce Oyner xoporto, Mansika. 1 odemaio, — mporrentana Jlopes. OHa B3sij1a 32 pyKy A€BOUYKY
U TIpUTSIHYJA K cebe, cTapasich JepiKaTh PyKy C TaTy 3a COMHOW. B Kakoi-To MOMEHT mepej Ia3amu
MOTEMHEJA U, KAYHYBILKUCh, IEBYIIIKA PyXHYJIa Ha 3eMJII0, HE OTITyCKasi KpoxOoTHOM JiajioHu. [locnen-
HEEe YTO CJIbIIIAJIA, 3TO ATk U FPOMKUI 30B JEBOYKHU.
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I'maBa 2

Teprikui1 3anax naxy4eu TpaBbl BbI3bIBAJ TOIIHOTY. JIopesi MeyIeHHO OTKpbLIa Iia3a, Apoxa
YEpHBIMU I'YCTHIMU pecHULIaMU. Ha1 Hell HaBHrCcano MOPILIMHUCTOE JIMLIO CTapOil AKEHIIUHBL. B cepom
IJIaThE C IJIATKOM Ha TOJIOBE OHA BhIMJIsea 3710Benle. Ctapyxa ¢ TOCKOM CMOTpesia Ha Hee, a TOTOM
MOTSIHYJIACh OJIMKEe U MOMPaBUIIa MOKPHIBAJIO.

— Tol otnpixait, Musasi. TeGe HyKHO.

— I'me A7 — Koe-Kak MporoBopujia JEBYIIKA, MbITAsICb BCIOMHUTh, YTO MPOM30LLIO. BOT OHa
Ha MeppoHe, PSIIOM KeHIMHA ¢ peOEHKOM, aBTOOYC IBMIKETCS 110 IOPOTe, 3Be3/IHas HOUb M TPOITMHKA
B JIeC.

bonbiie Huuero.

ITouyTtu HUYero...

[lepen rmazamu nosBUIMCh TeHU. KpacHo-cepble, NepenuBalolecs, IIEMYyIIe ToJ0COM
BeTpa.

—I'ne? Tol B 6€30MaCHOCTH. .. — MPOCKPHIIENA CTapyXa M HEXOTs 3ameTua: — TOIbKO BOT MOJI-
HOJIYHUE 3aBTpa, Kak Obl XyXKe HU ObLIO. . .

JleByIika 3a0bl1a, Kak apimarsk. OHa OHSIIA, YTO CTapyIiKa Bce 3HaeT. TobKo XoTesa cKa3arh,
HO JKEHIIMHA TToKaJaJjla T'OJI0BOM.

— He mymaii, st ObI He cTajla MOJTYATh, HO THI... CIaclia MO0 JI0Yb C BHYy4YKou. $1 otnato jonr, —
I71a3a CTapyXH MOTYCKHEIH, JIUIO OCYHYJIOCh. XpaHUTh TaliHy OOJIbIIAsl HOIIIA.

— IpaBna? — Jlopest yke TaBHO He BepuJia cJioBaM. VICTIBIThIBasH yXac, YeJIOBEK UM 0OOPOTEHb
Hapylaer ero. Ee ropbkuil OnbIT TOMY NOATBEPKICHUE.

— 41 He ckaxy, HO Jydille Tebe yexaTh, Kak TOJIbKO CMOKelllb UATU. Thl TOJKHA MOKUHYTh Tep-
putopuio 6enbix BoIKOB. OHU He MOTepIsAT NPOKJIATYI0 Ha cBoux 3eMyisix. Ocodbenno OH. Haiiner
1 pacrep3aet. Thl JOMKHA MOKUHYTh HAIlM JIeca, M KaK MOKHO CKOpEe.

Koneuno, Jlopes nonumana. Eit Hurae He pajpl.

Ho Bce ke neByIIKy BOJTHOBAJI BOIIPOC.

— OHHU. .. oHM X¥BHI? — U30paHHAs1 BCIIOMHWJIA JIEBOYKY, JPOXKAIIIYIO ITOJ] KYCTOM U KSHIIIUHY
C KpOBbIO Ha ofexne. Ix HaHec 00OpOTeHb, Oelblii BOJK. Takol CHIIBHBIA, CIIOCOOHBIA CKPHIBATh
CBOM 3amax.

— JKuBbI... — cTapas KeHIMHA MPOoBeJa IPOKAIIMMU MaJIblIaMU [0 CBOEMY OCTPOMY MoA00-
POAKY, — M celyac B MEJUIIMHCKOM LieHTpe. Asbda 0TBE3 UX. B MJIOXOM COCTOSIHUM MOS JIOYKa.
S TonbKO HeaBHO OTTyAA. OTIpaBUIIN.

— BmI... He ckaxute?

— Her, HO 371ech B cTae, eciu y3HaoT, TeOe He KUTh. Thl BeJjb U caMa MOHUMAaelllb.

— 1 Beob HUKOMY HMYETO TUIOXOT0 He cAefiaiia. .. — TUXo nporoBopuia Jlopes. OHa He xotena
Y He TBITANIACh OOBSCHUTD, MBIC/IU BCITyX.

— I[Mopoii iydiie HUYEro He 3HaTh, pa3 cyAbOa Takast. CracTu kepTB — 00pecTH Ha cedst CMEpTb.
ITomuu 00 3TOM, JEBOYKA.

— Toraa Obl OHM OB MEpTBHI. .. Baria 10ub 1 BHyuka. Pa3Be s 1ioxo nocrynuia’?

Kennmna 3amonmyania. Hekoropoe BpeMs cuziena, 4yTh IOKAUYMBasCh B CTOPOHBI, Pa3MBbIILLISAS,
a TIOTOM ITPOrOBOpUJIA:

— Mos# TeTka HOCHIIA TIeYaTh MPOKaKEHHOM.

— OHa xuBa?

— Ee cynuu 3a youiicTBo. MeTka Ha Kaxylo IeiiCTByeT OCOOCHHO, KOTJIa OHA BU/UT JTYHHbIE
BUJeHM:A. KTO-TO XOUeT cractu, a KTO-TO TOPUT OTHEM, TTOKa He YBUAMT TO, 4TO MoKa3asa emy JlyHa.

—Ho4...
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— Dt0 HeBaxHO, mwiasd. HeBaxno. Hukto He Oymer *kmarh wiv ciaymaTh. Jlaxe s He 3HaIO,
KaK BCC€ CJIIYYMUJIOCH, JIMIIb CJIOBA BHYYKH U TBOSA MCTKa A IMMOICKA3KY. ! CTEpJia BOCIIOMUHAHUA
O JIYHHOW po3€, HE CMOIJIa Bce, (PparMEeHThl OCTAJINCh, U O HUX 3HaeT ajibda. Kak nosssarcs cuisl,
YXOIIM. YXOIH TaK JIajieKo, Kak Moxelb. [TycTh uaer Bce cBouM uepeioM. .. Thl oHsuia?

- Ha...

—Boru OTJINYHO, a IIOKa... OTIIbIX&fI, — [IPOTAHYJIA KCHIIUHA WU MOJHAIAChb, OCTABUB JICBYUIKY
OfIHy B HeOOJIbIIIONW KOMHATKE, Tl cama JIIoOWIa OTIbIXaTh. 3[ech M OKHO MMeNoch. MajeHbKoe,
HO OHO BBIXO/IMJIO Ha Toiy0oe 03epo. CTapyxa ciblliaia TUXUH Tuiad, HO MPOIOJKaa UATH K JBEPH.

Jla, oHa Bce cienaia mpaBuibHO. TOMBKO TaK JIEBYIIKA CMOXeT ObITh cuacTmBoi. Eciu ocTa-
HETCS B CTae, ee KJIeT CMepPTh. ..

7Kap He aBasl BO3MOKHOCTU JbIIIATh. TeJI0 ropesio Ha Me/IJIEHHOM OTHE, BbI3bIBasl KPYIHYIO
apoxb. PacnaxHyB pecHuiibl, Jlopes oTkuHya nokpsiBaio. Ilepen rima3zamu Bce paciuibiBajioch, rpe-
Bpalas nNpeaAMETbl B TEMHBIC ITyTaloue TCHU. 3amaxu HUCYE3JIN, OCTaBJIAA HOTpe6HOCTb X UCKAaTh.

O06mm3HyYB cyxue ryObl, JeByIIKa MeIJIEHHO MOAHSIIACh, TPUIEPKUBASICh 32 CIIMHKY KPOBATH.
Ona meJIeHHO TpoIILIa K JIBEPU U MajblaMH Hallynajga pyduky. JepHysa, HO OTKPBITh HE MOTy4H-
J0Ch. YeM-TO TsKeIbIM MOANEPIU C IPYTOM CTOPOHBI.

CnyctuBIIHCh IO CTeHOUKe BHU3, Jlopest oOxBarmia ce0st pykamu. OHa ropena. MeTka npu-
3biBasa, JIyHa 3Bajna k ceoe.

Ecnu He BHIAET, IIBETOK MCKPOMCAET TeJO, MOCYUTAB M30paHHMILY npenatebHuLei. Jlopes
rocMoTpesa no cropoHam. Huvero He Bujena, moka cBeT B OKHE He BEpHYJI 3peHue. TOHKuUe JTyHHbIe
JIy44 yKa3bIBaJIU JIOpPOTY.

B rpynu nosiBunach KpoxoTHas Hajexja. [leByllika MogHsAnach U MEAJIEHHO HalpaBWJIach
K okHy. K ee yauBieHmio, oHO ObLJIO OTKpPBITO. OCTaBaIOCh TOJMBKO YOpaTh KAMHU Ha TIONOKOHHHUKE.

[TpukocHyBIIUCh, JEBYIIKA BCKPUKHYJA, TYT K€ 3aKpbiBasi poT pykou. K orpomHOMy yxkacy
ACBYILKH, — IIaMaHKa HAJIOKWJIA 3aKJIATHE. Kamum nieinanm APOCTHBIM OTHEM. HpI/I ITPUKOCHOBCHHU
OHM 00KHTaJIM KOXKY TaJIbIEB JI0 BOJABIped. BepHyBIIMCH K KPOBATH, IEBYIIIKA pa30pBajia MPOCTHIHb
u ooMotasia pyku. OHa 3Haza, YTO KaMeHb MPOXIKET UX, HO Hajesiach Ha uyno. Kak 6e3 Hero?

Cnesbl TEKJM 1O HIeKaM, HO JIEBYIIKa MOJIYa CKUZbIBaJIa MPErpagy Ha cBOeM MyTH. [JisHyB
Ha CBOHU TPACYIIUECS PYKH, BOTYUIIA OCTOPOKHO IIpUCEa Ha ITOJOKOHHUK U IIEPENPLIrHyIIa.

[Mo6M30CcTH HUKOTO HE YBHENA, HO YTO-TO He AaBaio Mokosi. Cepilie CKUMaioch OT cTpaxa.
Ecnu 6b1 BepHYJIOCh OOOHSIHUE, AEBYIITKA TOYHO OBl MOTJIA 3HATh.

C ceBepa nomyn cBexuit Betepok. OH JIapuil He TOJILKO MPOXJIaay, HO U obserdenue. Jlopes
JBUHYJIACh 110 TPOIIMHKE, 3Has1, YTO TaM 03epo. B HEM OHa HaiiJeT CBOe CIIaCeHUe U ITPOKJIATHE.

Bupenus. OT ofHOro TOJILKO BOCIIOMUHAHHUS 10 KOKe MpOonu Myparnku. Kak ske oHa 6osiiachk.
Bunets yomiicTBa M 3HaTh, UTO 3TO CKOPO CIIYUHTCS, Y’KACHO U HEBHIHOCUMO.

C Kax/IpIM IIaroM JeByIIKa Bce OOJbllle OHMMAA, YTO HE OfHA. DTO THETYIee YyBCTBO
He JaBaJio 1mokosi. KTo-To mien 3a Heil, oHa Obl1a mouTH yBepeHa. M 3TOT KTo-TO HaBOIWII yKac.

TeMHbIe JepeBbsi pacCTyIWINCh, OTKPbIBasi BUJ Ha 3aBeTHOe 03epo. OHO MaHWJIO, obOerast
npoxyany. He 3agymbiBasice, Jlopesi MeIJIeHHO Havyasia CITyCKaThCs, MOrpyxasch B Bony. Ee Oenas
COpOYKa € KaX[bIM IIaroM IUIOTHee HAJMMAia K Tely, MJIOTHO OXBAaThIBasl TOHKYIO TaJIMIO, COOMa3-
HUTENIbHBIE Oefipa, MOAuYepKuBasl yrnpyrue rpynu. Hacnmaxkpmasich Mpoxiiafod, AEBYIIKA IOTLIbLIa
K HeOOJIbIIIOMY OCTPOBKY MOCPE/IN 03€epa.

Cnycrst Bpemsi Jlopesi BRIHBIpHYJIa Y KPOMKM Oepera W BBIIILIA, HAMPABISACh K KAMHSIM.
HMmenHo Tam oHa YBUOUT BEACHHA. 3)16Cb €€ HUKTO HE CMOXET IIOTPEBOXKMUTD.

JlensHoi Betep ynapui B 1o, HO Jlopest He uyBcTBOBaJIa xosofa. MeTka KpacHOW po3bl MPo-
SIBWJIACh MIOJIHOCTBIO, OCTaBJISIsl KPOBABbIE CJIE/Ibl OT CBOETO PUCYHKA. OH CTAaHOBUWJICS BCE YETYE U Pa3-
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pacrajcsi, TIOJTHOCThIO OXBaThiBasi PyKy, O€3:)KaJIOCTHO IBUTrasich K IIee, IPyau, OMyThiBas CBOMMHU
HUTSIMHU.

Bexmunays, Jlopest cTicHYa 3yObl M 0OpEYeHHO MOHSIIA TOJIOBY.

Tonmy6sle Tma3za ycrpemuwimch B He0o. OrpomHas kenrtas JyHa mpeObiBajia B TONHOW (hase.
CkaBIIKCh OT CTpaxa, 3Has, YTO OKHMIATh, JEBYIIKA 3aKPbLIa 171232, MOJTHOCTHIO MOrPyXasich B MUP
BUIEHUM. . .

«TemHo-3eneHble 0epedbst 8036bIUANUCH 0ZPOMHBIMU BEAUKAHAMIUL, HAKPLLBAS 20pOAMOTE MEHBIO
semxyro uzdywiky. Ckpunyuas 06epb pacnaxHyndce, npuzaaulas 6oiimu é dom. Ilaxao mpasamu u Kpo-
8b10.

Toscrooy. ..

Ha cmenax kposagvle creovl kozmeii 36epsi.

OHu npusenu 8 MANEHLKYIO KOMHAMKY. 3HAKOMYHO, POOHYIO.

Tam Ha kposamu niaed Kaarna Oeavix 80NK08 ¢ 3aNaxom 4abiHou posel. Hyme daavite OKHO,
8 KOmopoe npoousaemcsi AYHHII ceem HOBOU NYHbL.

Kernckuii xpun npossyuan omkyoa-mo no3aou, 8bi3bl8dsi OPOAHCh.

Obeprysuucsy, degyuika nocaedosana 6 cmopory 0eepu. He 3anepma, npuomkpwima u éedem
8 No08a.n.

CmyneHu ckpuneau, 3acmagnsis Opoxicamo om cmpaxa. /lesyuika 6uenuraco pykamiu 8 ceou
naeuut, 00sICb OBUHYMbCSL Xomb Ha wiaz. Ho cepouye ewje ounoch, a 3HAUUM, HeeHUWUHA HCUBA.

Ho nouemy cmonvko MHO20 Kpoeu?

Cnycmuguiucsy, 8321510 OCMAHOBUNCS HA ZPOMO30KOM 0ePeBIHHOM CyHOYKe. Jlockym naamos
8b121510618A.1, NOOABASL 3HAK.

Cenomuys, 0egyuika 3a0poicana u HanpasUAacs myod, pe3Kko OMKpbleasl, He Hceads MHYMb.

B caedyrowyro cekyHOy mumiuHy neca paspyuiun HCeHCKUll Kpux. ..»

Jlopesi ouHysach OT KYTKOro pbruanus. OHa ckajach OT XOJIOAA, MBITAsICh TOHSITh, TIOYEMY
OYHYJach. YOpaB JJIMHHbBIE JIOKOHHI 32 CIIUHY, AEBYIIIKA YCTpEeMuIIa B30p Ha Oeper.

Tam 3a romyOpIM 03€pOM Y KPOMKH BOJIBI OHA YBH/EJIa OTPOMHOTO OeJtoro Bojika. OH spOCTHO
pblual, OTKpbIBasi KJIBIKACTYIO MACTh, yKacask CBoMM BuIoM. Ero B3misig ObLT COCpeJOTOUEeH Ha XPyTI-
KO (pUrypke JeBYyIIKM, BMUT COCKOUMBIILIEH C KAMHsI M OPOCHUBILIEHCS B JIEC OCTPOBKA.

Bexana ObIcTpo, MOArOHsIeMasi CTPaxoM, kejlast CKphIThesl. Kak MOXHO ObIcTpee, Kak MOXKHO
nasbie. JleByIika He COMHEBaJIach, YTO OEJIbIN BOJIK HE KTO MHOM, KaK 000POTEeHb, HAMABIIINI Ha JKEH-
muHy ¢ pedeHkom. Jlopest Touno 3Hana. M uto Gosbliie myrajio, OHa BIIEpBbIE BUJIENA CTOIBKO KEPTB
B CBOeM BujieHnU. HuKora Takoro He Cirydasioch mpex/e.

Uro m3menmnocs? [louemy cronbko xeptB? W Beapb momyyaercsi, X BCeX yObIOT A0 Cleaylo-
IIEr0 MOJHOIYHHUS.

Ei1 xotenoch cOexars, CKpbIThes OT Bcero. Hememenno. Ceituac.

UroObl HE 3HATh, HE BUETh BHOBb.

3ameTHB ovepTaHus 03epa, OersiHKa CBepHYyJIa 3a aepeBo. OcTaBanoch HEMHOTO, KOT/Ia BHeE-
3aIHO TPYOBIi PHIBOK OCTAaHOBUJI €€, U IEBYIIIKA OKa3aJlach B 3aXBaTe CUIIbHBIX pyK. [loHumasi, uto ee
yepKUBaeT 00OPOTEeHb, XUIIHUK, CBOEH MOIIIBIO OIIEJIOMJISIONINN TaXe Ty, UTO YKe JaBHO He pea-
rupoBaia, Jlopesi crana COnpOTUBISATHCS, OTYASHHO, OPBIKAsCh HOTaMH M PyraMu, CTapasich OCBOOO-
JATHCA.

OpnHo Gonblrie Beero myrasio. HeBeposiTHoe, He mopaaronieecs: IOHUMAHUIO, M 3TO TIPUBOMIIO
B ykac. LIBeToK. .. OH He MPOKUTaJl M He BCTaJT Ha 3amuTy. JIopes. .. He 4yBCTBOBAJIa €ro CHJIbI U OTHSL.

OH ncues.

Ho nouemy?

Pa3Be Bce criokoitHo?! Het! Ee u3Hp B onacHocTu. BriepBble ¢ MOMEHTa CBOEro MosiBIEHUS
[IBETOK MOJTYAL.
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— Ycnokoiicst! — royoc mpo3BydYat XpUIUio U 6e3KaaoCcTHO, OIIEIOMIISIS, 3aCTaBIIsIsI MOTYATb.
MoinHasi yrHeTaoias aypa 00OpOTHsI IaBIJIa, He TIO3BOJISISI IBUTAThCSI.

Kpenkasi pyka, ynepxuBaiomas 3a Taamio, ocinadna. B ciemymonryio ceKyHIy ee OTKHHYIO
Ha TpaBy.

PacrinacraBimmcs Ha MOKpo# Tpase, Jlopesi 4yTh MPHUITOAHSIACH, YCTPEMUB B30pP B CTOPOHY
CBOETO 3aXBaT4uKa. [IeByIlka yBuena My KUriHy, a TOYHEe, OITaCHOrO OOOPOTHSI, B UeM He COMHEBa-
J1ach, BCMAaTPHUBAsICh B €ro MPOHU3BIBAIOIINE OTHEHHBIE I71a3a. Co mpaMaMy Ha JIuIe ¥ OOHaKEHHOM
MYCKYJIUCTOM TeJie B KareJIbKax BOIbI OH BBIIJISIET yKacarolle.

Crpax 3armymi sMmonuu. Jlopest Bce qajbliie OTOIBUrasiach, He TOHUMAs1, Kak OBICTPO OH CMOT
noopatscs. Vmu ve on? OTKyna el 3HaTh? Behb MOKPBIiA, BBIXOIUT, EPETLIBLT 03epO.

— Krto THI? — sipocTHO mpoLIenMI MyKUMHA, C HEHABUCTBIO OTJISbIBAsI XPYIIKOE TEJIO HEe3Ha-
KOMKH.

I'oBoputh He Morva. [la 1 Kak TyT rOBOPUTH, KOT/1a Mepe]] Hell cBUpenblid XuIHUK ? Ero sipoct-
HBII B3IJISI/T HUUETO XOPOILEro He CYJINJ, a TeJIO HaXOAMWIOCh B CEKYH/IE OT IEPEKHIbIBAHUSI.

— He moaxomurte. .. — mpolenTaia oHa, XBaras pykamH MecoK, BbDKUAAst MOMEHT.

Omna cmosxet. Beerma Morma, kakoit Obl ciiaboii He Ka3asiachk. BocriuThIBasiCh B cTae, crapasich
OBITh HE3aMETHOM, YTOOBI HE MOTACTb MO PYKY OTILY U APYTUM OOOPOTHSIM, 30JI0TOBOJIOCAS AEBYIIIKA
Hay4JWIach JeWCTBOBATH MTHOBEHHO.

[ar.

Bropoii.

MyX4rMHa HaBUC CBEpXYy, TSIKENO JbllIa, OYKBAILHO TMPOXHUras SHTApPHBIMU IJIa3aMHu.
Ero sipocth HeBO3MOXHO ObUTO ommcarh. OH HEOCO3HAHHO JIABWJI 3JIOBElIel aypou, OyaTo keas
pa3IaBUTh.

— Kt0 THI Takas?

«[louemy on cnpawmmeaem? On 3naem?!» — nogymaina AeBylIKa, HAUMHAS JTMXOPAIOYHO UCKATh
OTBETHI HA CBOM BOIMPOCHL. Heyxkenn oH TOT 000pOTeHb, KOTOPOTO MPOKITIA METKOM ?

BpocuB B3I HA €r0 MYCKYJIMCTYIO I'Py/b, JEBYIIKA MOBEJa rojoBoi. MHOXECTBO HIPaMOB,
HO OT LIBETKA HE OCTAJIOCh. A y MPOKJIATON METKUA MMENACh OIHA OCOOEHHOCTD — €€ CIIE/Ibl He 3aKH-
Ba y 000poTHel. JKyTKUi IIpamM ocTaBajics Ha BCIO )KU3Hb, €CITM HAMaJAIONIA BBUKUBAT.

Ecmu...

Kak nmo3uTHBHO, TOJIBKO OYTH HEPEabHO.

O06mm3HYB cyxue ryObl, IeByIITIKa HEOKUIAHHO JIIs1 00OPOTHSI OPOCHIIA MECOK B IJ1a3a U OpocH-
JIach TIPOYb MO JUKHIA peB 3Bepsi. OKa3aBIIUCh B BOAE, PAIYSCh, YTO CMOXKET YIUIBITh, OHA 3aKpHUaa,
KOTJIa ee BBIPBAJIO U3 00bATHI 03epa. OKa3aBIIMCh B pyKax 0OOOPOTHS, MPHKUMAIOIIETO ee K CBOe
rpyau, Jlopest BRITHYJIaCh IOy M MOTSIHYJIACh K HOTE, IJIe BCEr/ia iepkajla OpyXKUe, BRIXBAThIBAsI HOK.

— He nepraiicsi! — npuka3 mpo3By4asn XpHILIO, POHU3bIBAsI ¢ HOT 10 rojioBbl. OT ero romoca
TEJI0 HAJIMJIOCh CTPAHHOM TSKECTBIO.

He nonumas, uyro npoucxogur, Jlopes BepHY/Ia Opy:Kr€ HA MECTO Y ITPOrOBOPUIIA:

— OTnyctu MeHs. ..

— D10 TeppuTopus OebIX BOJKOB. Kakoro depra Tel TYT notepsiia? 3axoTena cmepru?

Hypmansimui 3anax Bo30y:kAeHus1 ynapui B Hoc. Jlopest He coMHeBasach, OHa YETKO 3TO OIILy-
mana. ['opsyast 1otk ToNKagach B €€ MOSICHUILY. A 9TOrO HUKaK HeJlb3s1 JOIMYCTHT. . .

[Nonnmasi, yTo OOBIYHBIE METO/BI HE TIONOMAYT, Jlopest 10 KpoBH 3aKycuia ry0y U MeIeHHO
Pa3BepHYJIaCh.

Oo6oporens xnan. OH He IEBeaWICs, CIOBHO Oosiics crnenarh miar. Ho ecny oHa pBaHeT
OT HEro, TO BCE 3aKOHUUTCS] CMEPTHIO.

CmepTbio 000POTHSI.

BbIX0on OOMH — PaHUTH HOXKOM.
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Pyka ocropoxHo momuia BBepX. [JOTPOHYBIIMCh TOHKUMH TaJblIAMUA K MYCKYJIUCTOW TPY/H,
olIymas, Kak 3aapoxano Teso, Jlopes ¢ yaueieHueM OOHapyXHJia, YTO el MPUATHO MPUKACATHCS
K 000pOTHIO. BCTpeTHBIIMCH € €ro B3IISAOM, OHA MOHSLIA, YTO MYKUMHA OOpETCst C COOOM.

[NonHsBIIKCH HA IBITTIOYKH, JIopesi MpoBeia HOrOTKaMH T10 IIe, a TOTOM IMPUKOCHYJIACh TyOaMu
K KBaJpaTHOMY NOIOOPOAKY, MPUKUMASICh HEBEPOSTHO OJIM3KO BCEM TEJIOM.

My>X4rHa BBIJAT PHIK, & TIOTOM JIAJOHSIMH MepeXBaTUII JIUIIO, HAKPBIBAS CIAJKUNA POT TBEp-
AObIMU ryOamH, IEUCTBYS CMEJIO, XkaJHO, COOCTBEHHUYECKHU. ByaTo moenan HekTap, He B CHJIaX HAChI-
THUTBCS.

CmMernble JIaCKU BOJTHOM MPOHU3AJIM KOXKY, 3aCTaBJIss1 IEBUYbE TEJIO UCTILITHIBATH HACTAXKICHHUE.
[Mono6HeIX sipkuX omrymenuit Jlopes npexae He 3Hama. OHa ¢ 3aMHpaHUeM Cepalia MPUHIMAA STOT
BOJIOBOPOT CTPACTH, BCEMH CUJIaMH CTapasich He 3a0bITh, UTO TUIaHMpoBasia. OHa JOIKHA YUTH, YTOObI
He cIyuyniach Oena.

Myxckasl pyka Jierka Ha Ipy/lb, CKUMasi CUJIbHBIMU NasiblaMy. OT 3TOl OTKPOBEHHOM JIaCKU
Jlopero 6pocusio B xap. Tepsisich OT OCTPOro HacIakIeHU s, AEBYIIIKA 10 001 MpoKycuiia rydy. Kposb
BEpHYJIa B XKECTOKYIO peajbHOCTh. Omnacasich, UTO MPOCHYIICS IBETOK, JIEBYIIKA MMPHUITOAHSIA HOTY
Y CXBaTHJIa HOXK, YAApsisi My’KUMHY B TPYJHHY.

Heronyrommuii peB pazopBasl HOUHYI0 THIIHHY. OOOpOTEHb BBHIPBAJI HOX M OTKHHYJ B BOMY.
Ero Gemiensiii B3ris1 ObLT MPUKOBAH K MaJeHbKOW CMEPTOHOCHOM pyCasike C JJIMHHBIMHU 30JI0TH-
cTeIMH Bosiocamu. Jlopest He Tepsijia BpeMeHH, OHa OpOCHJIaCh B BOAY, UcUe3as B TOyOOM OMYyTe.

k% %k

Poro3 3akpbi1 HEBUAMMBIN Oeper IMHHBIMU CTEOISIMH C TEMHO-3€JIEHBIMH JIUCThsIMH. [Ipo-
Oupasich CKBO3b HUX, JIEBYIIIKA APOXKaa OT XOJI0Ja, KMYPSCh B Ty CEKYH]y, KOrJa JieqsiHble Kariu
BOJIbI CTEKaJIM 10 Horam. [IpuHIOXaBIIMCh, OHA MOHsJIA, YTO HUKOrO HET. 3araxy BEpHYJIMCh, KaK U
CIIOCOOHOCTH IBETKA 3aluiath. Jlopes ornymana HUTH moj Koxed. [lociie momHomyHus 3achima,
BBIITyCKasl HUTY JIMIIb B MOMEHT onacHOCTU. Kak npaBuiio, Ha yTpeHHe 3ape.

Ho ceroans. .. Ilocne BcTpeun ¢ 000pOTHEM BCe U3MEHUIIOCh.

BcniomuuB 06 o6opotae, Jlopest Bexmnaysa. OctaBajioch HAAESTHCS, YTO OH YyXKakK, CITy4aiiHO
BTOprcs Ha 4yxkyio Teppuropuio. Kto oH, Jlopes He onpenenuna. OH CKpbIBaJl, YTO MOTYT TOJIBKO
CUJTbHBIE OOOPOTHH MU aJTb(BI.

B3risiHyB Ha MOKPYIO COPOUKY, MPUJIMIIIITYIO K TeJTy, AEBYIIIKA MOTSHYNA OT ce0sl, TYT XKe Mpu-
KpBIBas rpyib pykamu. B 3Tom ofestHuu oHa onrymiana ceOs Harou.

HyxHo corperbes. B gome. A 3aBTpa yTpoM OHa IOKMHET 3Ty Teppuropuio. HerpemeHHo.
Tonbko okpenHer nocnie BuaeHnid. OHa B 3TOM HyX/1a1ach.

Jlec Bce HMKaK He 3aKaHUMBAJICA, IepeBbs Nperpaxganu myTb. Kak okaszanock, Jlopest BBIHBIP-
HYyJIa ¢ JaJibHero Oepera u moluia B 00Xo[ o3epa.

Bpena ocropoxHo, mpuciymmBasgch K KaxIoMy LIopoxy. JIumb Korga mojomnuia K oMy,
TMOHS11a, YTO He oiHa. KTo-To 3a Helt Habmonast. ApocTh, UCXOAAILYI0 OT HAOMIOAABIIEr0, OHA XOPOIIIO
ouryIaIa.

CriioTHyB, JeBYIIKa HAMPaBUIaCh K ABEPH, KOTOpast OblIa PHUOTKPHITA.

3acrornopuiack, He B CUJIaX ABUHYTbCS Jauibiie. Kak B JIyHHOM BujieHUH. .. BBIXOAUT, IMEHHO
31ech yOuidIa CrpsiIeT Bee Tesia KepTB.

Crpax 3akpajcs B aymry. Jlopest BHITSHY/Ia PyKY, 3acTaBisis ceOs B3SITh 32 AEPEBAHHYIO PYUKY,
KAaK BJpPYT yCJbIILIANA:

— He nmocnymana te1 MeHs. ..

Crapas KeHIIMHA B JJIMHHOM CEpPOil COPOUKE CTOsIa B IIPOEME, ITPaBOM PyKOH MpUAEpKUBAs
CBedy B CTakaHe. B TyckIbIxX Im1a3zax ruteckanach rpycts. Ceas crapyxa MOpIInia 100, Kayasi royno-
BOIl.
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— 4... He cmorna, — nponenerana Jlopesi, MycTb BU/ENA, YTO 3HAXapKy OObsSCHEHHS HEe UHTe-
pecoBaIH.

— Ot10XHU, a 3aBTpa Ha PaccBeTe. .. s MPOBOKY TeOsI.

— Cnacu60, — mob6arogapuia JIeByIiKa U MpoIIlia B J0M, OIIyIias oOJerieHue.

— He 3a uto0, — TyT cTapyxa BHTSHY/IA PYKY B HAIIPaBJIEHUU FOCThU. B J1a/10HM J1eKanu cylieHble
TUTOZIbI YEPHBIX SITOA. — JIBe SArobl MPUMU B TIOJIHYIO HOYb, M IIBETOK HE CMOXET TOOOH YIpaBJIsTh.
He ycniena s ornars.

— Onu nomoryTt?

— Martp naBaja cectpe Kax[Iplil JeHb, M TOTAA IBETOK 3achinai. Yepes Bpems TeTKa perna,
YTO W3JIEUMJIach, HO I[BETOK Hakaszasl ee. Kymail ux Torzaa, Korga 1BETOK FOTOB MPUHSTH BUJICHUS
OT KEJITOM JIyHBI.

— Cnacu6o, — Jlopes cxaiia ryObl B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO. — BBI XOTEJIM OCTAaHOBUTH MEHsI KaMH MU ?

— 4 Bugena u cipimana. Tel... MOXeIIb YIPaBJIATh IIBETKOM, €CJTH MPUCITYIIACIHILCS K HEMY,
€CJIM HeT, OH HabepeT CUJTy M BHOBb KPOBb OyJIeT Ha TBOMX pyKax, — OypKHYJIa 3HaXapKa M MoIJIenach
B JIpYrylo KOMHary, HO Jlopest ocTaHOBHJIa CIIOBAMM:

— 51 Bupena nyHHoe BueHe. Bbl 1OTKHBI 3HAT. . .

— Her, — xeHmmHa o6epHysach M IpoCTHO 3axpuriena: — Yemy ObITh, TOTO He MUHOBATh. MeHsIst
cyabOy, Thl IOJBEpPraelb APYruX OMacHOCTH. 51 He Xo4y 3HaTh. ..

Jlopesi cMoTpena Beiieq KeHIIMHE, OUIyIas cie3bl Ha CBOMX Iekax. OHa He MOHMMAJIA. ..
Benp MOXHO Bce WCNpaBUTh, W3MEHHTh. [louemy ke Te, KOro JKAET CMepTh, OTKa3bIBAIOTCS
OT romoIu?

I'nsuyB B cTopoHy aBepu, Jlopest mpubnusmiach U 3akpbuia Ha 3acoB. OHa He xoTena oou-
XKaTb JKEHIIUHY, HO ¥ TIO3BOJIUThH CIYYUThCS KECTOKOCTH He Morna. OCcTaBUB JBEph MPUOTKPBITOM,
AEBYIIKA MPOIUIa B KOMHATY U Jierja Ha KpoBaTb. OKHO cTapasi KeHIMHA 3a01ia MTaKeTUHAMM.
Ternepb Heuero ObLIO OOSATHCS.

I'nsaHyB Ha myiogsl B cBoell pyke, Jlopest mposkeBana JiBe SATOAKH, OIIyINas KHUCIBIA BKYC,
u yOpasa B kapMaH. JIyHHbBIE JTy4u MPOOUBAINCH B MAJICHBKYI0O KOMHATKY, HO JIEBYIIIKA YK€ HE Orla-
caJjlach. 3aKphIB IJ1a3a, OHA Crajia ¢ YJIBIOKON Ha yCTax.

TemHoe HeOo cBetieno. Betep yTpenHeii 30py poOMBaJICsS CKBO3b IITAKETHHBI, Kacasich HEX-
HOH KOXH 30JI0TOBOJIOCOM JIeBYIIKH. [TyIMcThie pecCHUIIBI APOTHYIU B TY CEKYH/IY, KOT/Ia Kap IIBETKa
OTAJTHIT KOXKY, TIPEAyNpeskas 00 OMacHOCTH, HO CYXOH IO YePHOM SITOJIBI 3aTTyIINJI €T0, TIOTPyKast
CIISIIIYIO B TITYOOKUI YCTIOKOMTETBHBIN COH.
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I'nmaBa 3

ITpoOy:xneHne ObUIO CIOKOMHBIM BIEpBbIE 3a Joiroe Bpems. IlpuceB Ha KpoBaTu, JeBYIIKa
OCTOPOX)HO ocMoTpesack. Houblo Ob110 He 110 3T0ro. HeOosbias KOMHaTKa ¢ KpOBaThI0 M KOMOAOM.
Ha crenax obepery u3 BETOK M MOJIKH, HA KOTOPBIX CTOSUIM OAHOYKH, TOPLIOYKH C JIe4eOHBIMU Tpa-
Bamu. PaHbilie Takue ucronb3oBanym 1is yeriokoenus Meprsoro Jlyxa, Tak ckasarb, 3a/1a0puBaJIH,
YTOOBI HE YBOIMJI B CaJl MEPTBBIX.

Heyxenu 3Haxapka Bepuia B 3107

ITocne cHa Jlopes omrymana ce6s nHade. CoKOMHOW M OTHOXHYBILEH. OCTOPOXXHO 3a/paB
PYyKaB, JEBYIIIKA yBU/IENa, YTO CJIEJOB OT HOXKEBOIO paHEeHUs1 COBCeM HeT. Uucras Koxa.

I[11€40 MONHOCTBIO 3aKHUIIO.

HeBymika ckpuBmiach. OHa OCTOPOKHO MOTSIHYJIACh K Oelpy W BhITAIMIA CBOM HOX. HykHO
Oyner HaHecTH 1mpam. CIUIIKOM OBICTPO 3aKMJIO AJIS YeJIOBEeKa, Y 00OPOTHEN BO3HUKHYT BOIIPOCHI.
ITocuuras 10 AecATH, OHa MPUJIOKIJIA JIE3BUE K KOXKeE U clieslala HaJlpe3. 3amrax ee KPOBU YCIOKOUT
00OpOTHEIA, ee paHa He BHI30BET COMHEHHIA. 3aMETHB Ha KOMOIE MapJIi0 M HACTOMKY /151 IPOMBIBAaHHSI
paH, eByKa oOpadoTaja paHy, CAepKIBast CJIe3bl OT OOJIH.

OpnesiHMe eBYLIKYM BbI3BaJIO M3ymieHue. OHa Jiexasa B MeHbIoape MOJIOYHOIO 1BeTa, C Ipsi-
310 Ha moposte. Haxmypusimck, Jlopes crana BCIOMHUHATh, TIOKa COOBITHSI TYyHHOH HOYM KPAacOYHO
He 0OpHCOBAJIVCH B TOJIOBE.

Benblit Bosk-yOwmiiiia.

OO6opoTeHb Ha OCTPOBKE.

[ouenyn.

IToGer.

Ona Bce BcioMHMIa. JIopest 3akpbuia JIaJOHbIO POT U MoKavasia rojgoBoil. CTOJIbKO BCEro CIy-
YUJIOCh 32 HOUb, YTO C TPYAOM BEPUJIOCH.

U 3Haxapka... OHa XOTesa ee MPOBOAUTh PaHO YTPOM. A cefiuac 4yTh OOJIbIle JeCATH YacoB.
[Mouemy He pazOynuna?

Hena? Umn. ..

MBblIc/ib O CMEPTH JKEHIIMHBI BOPBAJIach B rojioBy. Jlopes mogHsuiack U npuHioxauack. Kposu
HUIJIE He OLIYINA/IA, KaK U 3araxa >KeHIIUHbL. YIIa.

Ho kyna?

Tonpko mogymana, 4to mopa coouparbCes, Kak yCIIbIIIaja IyM MOIbe3KAOMEeld MaIlHBI.

AXHYB, JeBYyIIKa OCTOPOXHO, YTOOBI HMKTO HE YCJIBIIIIAJ, MPUCEIA HA KPOBaTh M YKPBUIACH
MOKPBIBAJIOM, HE JkeJlas MOKa3bIBaThCsl B TAKOM Bujie. HyXHO HaiiTu cBOM Belly.

Jlopest He coMHeBanack, 4TO MpUexajy 3a Hell. BHyTpu Bce CkMMaock OT cTpaxa, HOJACKa3blBast
O TOM, 4TO €/ I'PO3UT OMACHOCTb.

Heyxenu 6a0yika pacckasaia nmpo MeTky?

[Taru npo3Byuanu coBceM psiioM. He ycriena aeByIika npuiité B ce0s1, Kak B KOMHATY BOILUIO
aBoe My>x4uH. OJMH ceJJoi C 'PO3HBIM JIMLIOM B CTPOI'OM KOCTIOME CEpOro LiBeTa. Buirisaaen conuaHo
u oruyxkJeHHo. B Hem Jlopes pacnosHana anbdy crav, MOLIb 3Bepsi MOMEHTAJIBHO 3aCTaBUIIA €e
TEJIO CXKaThCsl OT CTpaxa. BTopoii moceTuTeb He BBI3BIBAJI CTpaxa, HO SABJISJICS CHIIbHBIM OOOPOTHEM.
HeBeposATHO KpacKBbIil MyKUMHA C IIMKAPHOH YJIBIOKOH B TEMHBIX JUKUHCAX M KOKaHOHM KypTKe dep-
Horo 11Beta. OH MOAMUIHYJI JEBYLIKE M OCTAHOBUJICS Y CTEHBI, IPHKABIIKCH MOLIHBIM TesioM. K cBo-
eMy yauBlIeHUI0, Jlopes BUJesa B €ro Iia3ax MHTEPEC, YTo ee CMyTUJIO.

— Ho6poe ytpo. Kak cebst ayBcTBYeIIb? — MPOU3HEC Ce0i MyKUMHA, OCTAHOBUBIINCDH Y OKHA.

— 3npaBcTBYiiTe, — BBIIOXHYA Jlopest M yBaKUTENIbHO KuBHYNA. — Criacn6o0. Xoporto.

— Thl 4esoBeK, W He 3Haelllb HalIMX OOBIYaeB, MOITOMY s TIOCTApaloCh OOBSICHUTD. S1 anbda
crau OesbIX BOJIKOB, DnbaH ['opaoH, a 310 Mo cbiH — bpeaon ['opaoH.
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«Anbgpa u ezo ColH...» — IOBTOpsiIa TIpo cedst Jlopesi, yAUBIIASACh CUTYyalluH. DTO ke Halo TaK
HEYAa4HO TTO3HAKOMHTBCS CO CBOMMH 3JIEHIIIUMH Bparamu.

— 4 Jlopes.

— Jlopes... — IpOTsAHYJ ceiol MyKUMHA M 33yMasics Ha HECKOIBKO CEKyH, BCMaTpHBAasICh
B yepThl JeBylIKU. — CKaxu MHe, oueMy rnonuia 3a Tanesnoit?

— 4... — neByIIKa 3aKpbUIa I71a3a HA MTHOBEHHE, 3aCTaBJIsisi ceOsi KOHTPOIMPOBATh SMOIIUH. —
JleBouKa ruiakazia ¥ TOBOpHJIa, YTO Ha yJIUIIe MOHCTp, BOT 1 M NoILIa cienaoMm. [lepexnBana 3a Hee.

—V 1ebs nobpoe ceprie, JeBOYKa.

— Cnacubo.

— Xpynkasi HeXHasi IeByIlIKa, M TIPY 3TOM Takas cMenasi. S mopakeH, — 3alyMYMBO BbIJAJ
MYKYHMHA.

TosbKo certvac IeByIIKa MoHsIa, YT0 0OOPOTHU CMOTPSAT Ha Hee ¢ BocxuilieHreM. Ho mouemy?
Jlopest IpUTPOHYJIACh K IIeKe M MOHSIA, YTO 3HaXapka OOMbLIa €€ U PacIlyCTHIIa BOJIOCHI, YTO HEHO-
nyctimo. Wy 03epo cMBUIO TEMHYIO TIBUTBILY TOPHOTO IIBETKA?

Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXHO?

— Yro-T0 He Tak? — cripocwt IndanH ['opaoH, Xmypst OpoBH.

— Bce xopo1110, TONBKO. .. TIeY0 OOJIHT.

— Jla, s yy1o KpoBb. Jliooy J0OJITO U3IeYMBAIOTCS OT PaH, B OTIMYKE OT 000poTHEH. BbI c1albI.
K Tomy ke Tl HAXOQUIIIbCSI HE HAa CBOEH TEPPUTOPHU M MOKEIIIb ITOCTPAIaTh.

— [la, 1 noHnMalo. MHe y:xe Jiyduie, U s MOTy. ..

— Orent! — ¢ HegoBoMBCTBOM MpousHec bpeon ['oOpnoH, OTTaNKUBAasICh OT CTEHBI, HATIPABJISISICh
K JIeBYIIIKe. 3aMeuasi, Kak OHa HATATUBAET IUIe/l Ha CBOE TeJI0, OH IOHUMAIOIIE KMBHYII U YiKe TIOBEp-
HYJICS K OTIly: — MBI HE MOXEM ee OTIYCTHTh, IIOKa OHa OecrioMoliHa. Jlopest OTBaKHO cpakasach
3a )ku3Hb TaHensl U Bau, He Tymast 0 TOM, YTO MOXKET MOCTPaJaTh cama.

CnoBa 3acTaBWIM MYXYMHY 3agymarbcs. OH MEUIEHHO JBUTQJl YENIOCTHIO, BIJISABIBASICH
B O€JIOCHEKHOE JIMIIO JEBYIIKH, a TIOTOM KMBHYJI, COIJIAIIAsCh C CBIHOM. Bpe/oH, ero npuemMHuK,
o0J1a/1a He TOJIbKO OIPOMHOM CHUJION, HO Y TIPOHUIIATEILHBIM YMOM.

— Tak Kak THI criacia *KW3Hb WIEHaM ceMbd Bapuiibl, TO Mbl TIO3BOJIMM TeOE OCTaThCsl, TIOKa
3TO OyeT HEOOXOAUMBIM.

— Her, ut0 BbI... — Jlopeto oxBatui yxac. [IoKuHyTh TeppUTOpHIO OEJTBIX BOJKOB — BOT UTO
HEoOXOIMMO CJieNaTh.

—He cniops! — rpo3Ho norpedoBai indaH, He cCOOMpasiCh YrOBApUBATH YEJIOBEUECKYIO ICBYIIIKY.
OH fant cBOE cornacue, a 3Ha4uT, HUKTO He MOXET MITH HallepeKop ero cjoBy. — B OGrmarogapHocTb
MBI MpHTIaIaeM Te0si B CBOM oM. Thl Oyzielib Hallleid ToCTbei.

«B ux 0om...» — IOBTOpHJIA TIPO ceOs1 IeBYIIKA M ¢ MOJILOOH IMOCMOTpesia Ha abgy CTau.

— Ipomy Bac oTMeHHTH CBOE MpuriamieHue. Bam He crout GecriokouThbes. $1 cerogHs xe
MOKUHY. ..

— 51 ckazan cBoe CJI0BO U He COOMPAIOCh ero MEeHATH. Thl TIOJT 3aIUTON HAIlleW CeMbH, IeBOYKA.
[Toka ThI MOJHOCTHIO HE BOCCTAHOBUINILCS, HE TIOKMHENIb Hally Tepputopuio. M He Ooiics, HUKTO
He rocMeeT Te0s1 00uaeTh. Thl IOMKHA 3HATH, JIJTs1 MEHSI KaK/IbIH WIEH CeMbH JI0por, a TaHesa BocIu-
THIBAJIACh 3[IECh C POXKICHUA. 51 Hallen el Mya M pajl, YTO OHA OCTaJIach )KUBA. YBEPEH, KaK TOJbKO
OHa TIOTIPABUTCH, TO 3axoueT TeOs oTOnarogaputb. Mbl He 3a0biBaeM J00pO U OTBEYaeM TeM ke, —
MPOM3HEC MYXXUYMHA U KUBHYJ, TYT %€ OPOCHB HEJOBOJILHBIN B3IJIsA]] HA YaCHl.

— MBsI ook 1eM Teds1 Ha yiuIie. . . — Mpou3Hec bpeoH, moHnMast, 4To OTell He JKeJlaeT Oro3/1aTh
Ha BCTpeuy, u yibiOHy/cs Jlopen. — 3neck ocTaBaThest HeOE30MacHO.

— Ho 3nHaxapka...

— OHa oTIpaBuIach K JI04epH B TOPOLL.

— A Bam JoM HaxoAuTcs B ropoje?
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— He nepexwuBaii, Th BIIOOUIILCS B Hall YyAecHbIA ropof. OH HeOOJNBIION, HO YIOTHBIH,
Kak Oosnbinas aepeBHs1. CTapuHHBINA TOPOJIOK, 1 ObI ckaszasl. Ha Moii af. .. — My:K4uHa crienan naysy, —
s1 OBl MHOTOE TIOMEHSUT, HO Toraa Obl BepOu He ObUT yke TaKuM MpUBJIeKaTeIbHBIM KakK ceiuac.

— 9TO BEpHO, — 3aMETHJI CEJJ0N MY)KUYMHA 1, KUBHYB JIEBYIIIKE, IOCTICIINII U3 KOMHATHI. 32 HUM
CbIH, OcTaBUB JIOpeio B OMHOYECTBE.

Ee onesx bl HUrAe He ObuUTO. Jlopest He pe/CTaBIIsIa, Kak CMOXET BHIMTH. M OCTOSIHHO Tipe-
pekarbcs ¢ anbgoii ObuIo onacHo. OHa JOKHA HAWTH BBIXOI. TONBKO Kak?

BurManue npuBiiek CBepTOK Ha cTyse. Buepa He 3amertuia, 1a ¥ He 10 Hero ObuIo. [leBymika
NpuOIM3MIach M pa3Bsizaja y3el, YBUIEB IIaTbe TEMHO-CHHEro 1sera u Tyduu. [TpuHoxaBmmch,
OHa TMOHsIJIa, YTO BEILM He HOBBIE, HO YHCTHIC.

910 3Haxapka octaBuia ajis Hee? BepositHo, Bemum ee godepu. Ho rae xe ee? [louemy xeH-
IIMHA crpsiTaia ux?

Kak Bce crpanHo. ..

Jlo cux mop AeByIIKa He MOIJIA TIOHSTh, KaK 3HaXapKa Moriia 3a0bITh 1po Hee. Heyxenu mepe-
aymana?

[TocnemHo nepeonepimck, Jlopest B3si1a cBOM proK3ak U BbllLIa U3 1oMa. He xotenock HUKOro
3a71epKUBaTh.

Orten ¥ CBIH TOXKUAATNACH B cepeOpHCTOil MaruHe. [IeByIiKe ocTaBajoch MPOUTH B IMYCTOM
canod. OrsHyBIIMCh 1O cTopoHaM, Jlopes HampaBwiack K jaBepie. OCTOPOXKHO 3axXJIOMHYB,
OHAa BCTPETUJIACH C JIOBOJIBHBIM B3MIIsII0M BpeioHa, BCTpevaromiero ee ¢ yJapl0Kkor Ha Macca)kupceKoM
Kpecre.

—T'oToBa? — Becesio cpocuil OH, YeM, OTKPOBEHHO T'OBOPsI, 03a/1a4ml IeBYIIKY. MIHTepec chiHa
anb(bl €11 HU K Yemy.

— Ha... — pactepsiHHO fana otBeT Jlopest.

— Torpa nomoii, — onoBectus Dnban [OpAOH 1 3aBel MallMHYy, Bhe3Kasi Ha TPOITY, BEIYIIYIO
K OCHOBHOM Jiopore.

Jlopest BHUMATeIbHO CMOTpEJIa B OKHO, 3aTIOMUHAsI MECTHOCTb, Iie Ipoe3:xaiu. YTo ele ocra-
BaJIOCh, YTOOBI HE yMaTh O IPOKUBAHUU B IoMe autb(bl? JIUIIb 3T0, 4TOOBI MocIe coexars. M 3auem
orBevasna? [TpurBopmiack ObI TITyXOHEMOM, TOr/1a Obl HUKTO HE CTaJl C Hell BO3UTHCH.

Ecnu Obl 3Haxapka He cripsitana ee ofexny... Jlopes UCKpeHHee He TIOHMMaJla ee TIOCTYIIKA.
Benp 3Haxapka 3Haja, 4To Tak OHa MACKUPYeTCsl OT HEHY)KHOrO BHUMAHUS.

Uepes aecsATh MUHYT OHM BbeXald Ha KAMEHHbI MOCT. Uepe3 Hero npoxoausia ropHasi peuka.
Ee OypHble MOTOKM ITyMHO HECJIMCh B YIUIBIBAIOIIYIO Aajb. [lepesa rnazamu AEBYIIKH PACKUHYJICS
ropoa. KpacuBblil 1 yIOTHBIN, Kak onmuckiBasl BpeoH: HeOOIbINe YacTHBIE TIOMUKH C JIy:KalKamH,
TEHHUCHBIMHU TUIOIIAJIKAMU M, KOHEYHO, 3eJeHbIMU cafgaMu. UyTb Aajbllie IeHTpasbHAs IOpora
C Mara3svHaMH, JIABKAMHU ¥ PECTOPAHYMKAMU C [IBETOYHBIMHU TEPPacCaMHu.

MarvHa 0CTaHOBIJIACh Y OOJBIIIOTO ABYXITAXKHOTO JOMA.

— Bot MBI 1 goMa... — JOBOJIIBHO COOOLHI anb(a, HETEPHEIUBO CTyKas MaJblAMU IO PYJIIO.
Bcem nopa Ob1710 BBIXOIUTH, YTOOBI OH CMOT ABUTATHCS TI0 CBOMM JieJIaM. — Bpe/IoH, Thl OKaKH Halllei
TOCTbhE, a s yXKe OMa3/bIBai0 Ha BCTpeuy.

— Xoporo, otetl. Yaauu Tede! — mosxkesnan ['opaoH Maa i u OAMUTHYJT MHE.

— Ho Bcrpeun, Jlopes. Beyepom yBUIMMCS, — MOMNPOINAJICA MY:KYMHA, TaK U HE B3IVISIHYB
Ha JIeBYIIIKY.

— Bcero no6poro, — nompomanacek Jlopest, oOxBarbiBasi ceds 3a mieun. Ee B3risaa cocpeno-
TOYMJICSI HA BBIIIKE MOOWUJIBHOM CBSI3U. YIUBHTENIBHO, YTO B TAKOM MECTE MPUCYTCTBOBAJIO HEUTO
noto6Hoe. Eii kazanock, 4To OHa Iorajia B MecTo, 3aTepsiHHOe BO BpeMeHH. Ho Her. ..

K coxanenuio, Her.

Jla, BceM U3BECTHO, YTO OOOPOTHU He JIIOOWIM COBPEMEHHbBIE TEXHOJIOTUH, Beb OHU OIpejie-
51T aOCOJIOTHO BCe TIO 3araxy, Onarogapsi CBOMM BPOXKICHHBIM JaHHBIM. He 3pst ke oHM camble
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JIydIIIve CIe/IoBaTeNu, MOMUIEHCKUe U cynbi. OT HUX HUYEro HeBO3MOXKHO yTauTb. OCOOEHHO yka-
caJio TO, YTO JIa)ke B UEJIOBEUYECKUX rOpoAax M palloHaX KOHTPOJIMPOBAIN BCE CUCTEMbI OOOPOTHH.
Jlumb B HEOOMBIINE IEPEBHU OHH HE 3arJIsi/IbIBAIH.

[Tostomy et Hy)HO ObUTO Tyna. IMEHHO B TO MECTO, IJie HeT 0OOPOTHEH.

CpIH ab(bl TPOUUCTHI TOPIIO, TIPUBJIEKAs K ceOe BHUMaHKE, U TIOKa3aJl Ha JIOM.

— J1o6po noxkanoBats!

— Mse Obl ObIJI0O KOM(POPTHO OCTATHCS B IOMUKE 3HAXapKH, — YECTHO TPU3HAJIACH JIEBYIIIKA,
He ’KeJ1ast IOJHAMAThCS 10 JiecTHHILIE. [la TyT 1axe BO3ILyX MPONUTaH CHIoH anbgbl. OHa 3apIXasach
B MalllMHE C IBYMS CHJIbHBIMUA OOOPOTHSIMH, 3aCTaBJIsIsl CBOIO BOJTUHMILY MOJTYATh U HE CKYJIUTh, & TYT
BCSI CEMbsI TTOJTHBIM KOMIUIEKTOM. TO 3K HEBBIHOCHMO.

Ecnu 6b1 TObKO OHA ObLIa YEJI0BEKOM, TO ITpodiieM He ObL10. JIUIIb cTpax — 4To €10 KTO-HUOYIb
MEPEKYCUT CITy4YaiHO.

— INoka youiiny He MOMMaIOT, TeOe OMacCHO MOKUIATH TEPPUTOPHIO, — 3a00TIMBO Ipon3Hec bpe-
JIOH, HACTYTIasl Ha TIEPBYIO CTYIEHb.

B neBuubelt rpyau Bce KUIENO OT BO3MYILEHHUs. BeuyHo Bce pelaior 3a Hee.

—Ho s...

— Tebe moBe310, ¥ THI OTITYTHYJIA YOMIAITY, HO B CJICTYIONTNI Pa3 OH Oy/IeT OXOTUTHCS 32 TOOOM.
IToBepb MHe, Jlopest, Thl B CMEPTEIbHOM OMACHOCTH.

Ot Takux cyoB crao He 1o cede. [Tomyuaercss, BpenoH perwi, 9to e moBe3no? DTo UM NoBe-
3€T, €CJIM OHHU TIOIPOIIAITCS C Hel. B Tom uucre u eil.

Pyka 000pOTHS KOCHY/IACh TOHKHX TMaJIbIIEB KPACABUIIBI U CKAJIA.

OT ero NpuKOCHOBEHUsI IIBETOK IEBEIbHYJICS, IPUIUHSST OOJTb, MTHOBEHHO BBIITYCKasi HUTH.
[MoHnMas1, 9To MeTKa BOCIPUHUMAET OOOPOTHS KaK Bpara, Jlopesi ocheIHo OTCTyiIa Ha Iiar.

— Tor gpoxwums. S Hamyran Te6s? — npousHec bpenon u BuHOBaTo yabiOHYNcsA. — [IpocTw,
s HE XOTell. ..

— Her. IIpocto 3agymanack 0 Balmx CJI0Bax.

— Moux. JlaBaii Ha «Tbl». MHe Obl OU€Hb XOTEJIOCh.

— Xopoo... — cornacuiack Jlopesi, HEpBHO OINISIIBIBAsACH MO cTopoHaM. OHa BAPYT TMOHSLIA,
YTO 32 HUMH HaOJI01A10T. BHUMATEIbHO MPOCKAHUPOBAB MYCTHIE YJIUIIbI, OHA HUYETo He yBHea. —
MHe Obl He XOTeJIOCh BHOBb BCTPEYaThCsl C YOUHTICH.

— Twl oTUassHHO BCTymWiIa ¢ HUM B OOH. §I, pu3HaThCsA, TOpakeH. YenoBedecKas JeBYyIIKa
HakuHYyJack Ha 06opoTHs. Kak Tak? Wnm y Tebs ecth cekpet?

Ha mruosenue Jlopen nokasasnock, 6ynto Bpemon Bce 3Haer. Ero B3risa rumHOTU3MpPOBA,
AaBasi IOHSATh, YTO OH JKJIET OTBETa Ha CBOW BOITPOC.

Jlopest mokayasia rojioBor ¥ MPOTrOBOPHJIA:

— Her. [IpocTo s Tak cUIbHO BOJTHOBAJIACH 32 JIEBOYKY M MaTh, 4TO OpOCHIIach, HEe TOJyMaBIIIH,
Yero He OXKHJIa yOunIa.

— Crpax 3a gpyrux? — ¢ IOHUMAIOLIEH YIBIOKO!N MOABITOXKUI MYKUYMHA.

— BeposrHo...

— He nepexwuBait, s1 psaoM, a 3HAYMT, TeOsI HUKTO He 00nauT. [oiinem, He CTOUT CTOSITh Y JIeCT-
HuIlbl. BeposTHO, OyaeT 10K /Ib.

BarisiHyB Ha He0o, JeByIIKa yBUeaa HaJBUTAlIIUecs cepble Tyuu. OHU ¢ OrpOMHOM CHJION
MYAJIMCh K JIOMY aJib(bl, OyATO XOTEJN MpeaynpeauTh 00 OMacHOCTH. A Beb HEJaBHO ObLIO TEIUIO
Y COJTHEYHO.

Jlopest kuBHyna U nocaenoBaia 3a bpengoHom. C KaxIpIM 11aroM e Bce OOJIbIIIe He XBaTaslo
BO3/1yXxa. B ronoBe Masuni1 b oquH Borpoc: «[louemy ke eil Tak He Be3eT?» YMyAPHUThCS MOTacTh
B JIOM aJib(hbl ¥ OBITH B HEM IOCTEH ¢ METKOM ITPOKJISATOM, TTOKA HEe HAMIyT youniry. Uto MoxkeT ObITh
xyxe? Eme ee myran 1ot ¢axT, 4to anbga, Kak 1 ero ChiH, He XOTeJIM HUYEro CIIylIaTh, HaCTauBasi
Ha CBOEM.
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Tonbko 3auem?

VY mopora ux BCTpeTWIa MpPUBETIMBAs JeByIIKa — Bomuuia. Ho Munas u yneiounBasi oHa
ObLa, moka He yBuzena Jlopewo. TemHoBOMIOCAs BOTYMIIA CKPUBUJIACH, C TOJIOBBI 10 HOT' OCMATpUBast
HE’KJIAaHHYIO TOCThIO, ¥ C HEIOBOJILCTBOM Opocuiia B3MIsi Ha bpenona.

— YenoBeueckasi AeBymika?

— Hamma roctes, cacuTesbHULIA JOYEPU U BHYUYKU Bapusl.

— Ona? Hamo *e... — TyT BOJTYMIIA BHOBb Opocuia B3rsA Ha Jlopeo U NpoTsHyia pyKy. —
S AiiHa, 1049b anbgbl OEJIBIX BOJIKOB.

— Jlopesi. O4eHb NPUATHO, — KAK MOKHO TMPUBET/IMBEE TOKa3aia JeBYIIKa, OOsCh MPUTPAru-
BaTbCs K pyke AiiHbl. B muieue 3anbuto. LIBeTKy He HpaBHIIMCH IPUKOCHOBEHUSI OOOPOTHEH.

Houb anbdbl B3MIAIOM MOKa3aja Ha CBOIO BBITSHYTYIO pyKy, HO Jlopes caenana Bup,
YTO He OHUMAeT. i1 Hee STOT BapuaHT ObLT €AMHCTBEHHO MPUEMJIEMBbIM, YTOOBI HE BBIIATH ceOs,
KOTJa [[BETOK ITyCTUT HUTH, pa3pbiBas KOXy. KpoBb MOYyBCTBYIOT OOOPOTHH M MOXENAIOT Y3HATh,
YTO CIIyYHJIOCh. DTOTO HE JOJIKHO IPOU30MTH, JIydlIle IMYCTh €€ CYMTAIOT HEBOCITUTAHHOW WITU TPyOOii.

Jlopest ¢ uHTEpecoM ocMoTpesiach N0 CTOPOHAM, OTMeYasl MPWIMYHBIX Pa3MEpOB JIECTHULLY,
KO’KaHble TUBaHbl B LIEHTPE FTOCTUHOM, XPYCTAJIBHYIO JIOCTPY, B IEHTPE KOTOPOW HaXOAUJIMCh TOHKHE
cepeOpsiHbIe HUTU C KAMHSIMH, TSHYLIHECS K TOJTy.

— MHe Obl He XOTeJIOCh HUKOTO CMYyIaTh. B ctae ecth roctuHuma?

— Koneuno. U eciu tebe 31ech He KOM(OPTHO, TO s JOTOBOPIOCH. .. — MOCIEIIHO MOIepXKaia
AjiHa, xenast Kak MOKHO ObICTpee BBITPOBOAUTD YEJIOBEUKY M3 UX JOMA.

— Orten pacniopsiauics, utoObl Jlopen OTBenM rocreBylo kKomHary. OHa OCTaHeTcsl y Hac
Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMs.

JIviio BoMUMIBI MONLIO MATHAMU. IpOCTh MOMEHTAIBHO HaKpbLla C IOJIOBOM, MEHSSI YepThl
JMLIA.

— Uro nogymaioT 0OOpOTHHM, KOrJa y3HAOT, B JOME ajib(bl YeJoBeuKa? — sIIOBUTO 3allld-
reJia OHa.

— AiiHa 3amommuu! — nprKaszan OpaT, BO3JEUCTBYS Ha CECTPYy CHJIOW CBOETO BOJIKA, OTUEro OHa
CKpUBHWJIach OT Oonu. [leByIlKa 3aJ0XHYJIach, XBaTasiCh 3a TOJIOBY.

— TNoxaiyiicta, nepectanb! — ¢ HaJEXJOM BOCKJIMKHY/A Jlopesi, He MOHMMas1, 3a YTO TaKOe
HakazaHue. Bonuuiia Bce BepHO cKkazasa.

BpenoH ormycT, oTBOpaurBasich, He Kellasi CMOTPETD B I71a3a CECTPbI, HAIIOJTHEHHBIE CIIE3aMHU.
Bommumiia ot cThiga 3aKkphuia MO pyKaMy ¥ OpocHiiach Ha YJMILY, TPOMKO XJIOTAsl IBEPHIO.

—3TO0ro s u 60ANACk. .. — poienTtana Jlopes, TOHUMas!, YTO 3TO TOJIBKO HAYAJIO.

— AliiHe OyaeT ypoK He BBIIOJIHSTH MPUKa3bl alib(bl CTal, — FPOMKO BbIIal bpenoH, cocpeno-
TayMBAasICh HA pacTepssHHOM jeBylike. OH MOHMMAJ, YTO Halyraj ee, HO CECTpa He OCTaBUJIA eMy
BbIOOpA. — [ToliMu, B TOCTUHMIIE Tl OYyEIbh B OMACHOCTH. 3/elIHMe OOOPOTHU HE JII0OAT JOAEH.

OcraBajioch JUIb KUBHYTh. ByaTo siiou mooum o6opotHeit. Kak xe! HenaBuaemu v 60suTUCh,
He KeJiasi ObITh PA30OPBAHHBIMH CBUPEIIBIMH XUITHUKaMU. OOOPOTHH ke HUKOTO He OOSUIUCh, eCITH
TOJIKO OXOTHUKOB. TeX Tyro OblIo He OOSAThCS.

Hy a ona... omacanach Bcex, MoKa MpoKJIsiTasi MeTKa OyliieBania Ha Tese. B crae Oesbix BOJIKOB,
I7ie KUIAT CHJIbHEWIIMe BOJIKA KOHTHHEHTA, [IBETOK HaBPsi[ M ycHeT. TeMm Gosee, COH aj MOHSTh,
YTO XepTB OyJEeT MHOTO.

— INovinem, s TeGe Bce MOKaxy, — BEKJIMBO Npeioxkui bpenoH. — [Ipsmo 1 HanpaBo — KyXHs,
psoM cTonioBas. Y Hac uynecHsli oBap. ['as ymeet rotoButh abcomoTHO Bee. He 3Hato, MoXkeT, y Bac
apyrue Omoza, o3TOMY, €CJIM YTO He YCTPOUT, CMEJIO TOBOPH €l CBO# 3aKa3, M OHA C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM
MIPUTOTOBHT.

My>X4rHa XOTeJ CIIPOCUTb, YTO OHA JIIOOUT M3 MSCHBIX OJIOI, HO 3aMETUB, YTO 30JI0TOBOJIO-
casi IeByIlIKa He COOMPAETCsl OTBEYaTh, CKaB I'yObl, BHUMATEJIBHO pacCMaTpUBasi IOM, OH YJIBIOHYJICS
Y IPOJOJIKUI:
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— Io neBo¥i cTopoHe HAXOIUTCS CIIOPTUBHBIN 3aJ1, KOMHATHI /17151 IPUCITYTH, a B IPyrOil CTOPOHE
noma OuONMoTeKa | 3aJl AJisl MeporpusaTuil. Ha BTopom 3Take cnajibHU U rocteBbie. — [ie TBoM
Berm? 3a0buia?

Bonpoc Jlopes nonsijia He cpasy, oliyias 3Hepruio koro-to cuiibHoro. ObOPOTHS. Onac-
HOT'0, XUIIHOTO, MasTYMBIILIETO TIe-TO PIoM. TOJIBKO He MOorJia MOHATh, Iie uMeHHo OH Haxomutcs.

Cnenut? Ipuren 3a Heit?

Crpax 3axBaTWJI CepAle, 3aCTaBssl €ro CTy4aTh B HECKOJIBKO pa3 CUJIbHEE.

— Mou... — noBropuia Jlopes, meITasich He AymMaTh 00 OMAacCHOM OOOPOTHE, YTOOBI HE BBIIATh
CBOETO COCTOsIHMS. [IefiCTBUTENbHO, HY)KHO BCIIOMHUTB, IIe UX 3a0bLIa.

Tak, oHa BbIILIa U3 aBTOOYCa M OPOCKIIACH B JieC, KUasl Ky/la-To B CTOPOHY YeMOJaH.

Bor xe x...

C Bemamu y Hee ObUIO TYTO, a TENepb Tak BOOOIIe HUYEro He ocTanock. HaBpsin m yemonan
TaM TakK ¥ JICKHT.

— Tak rue?

— Moii 6arax... B KIOBeTe y OCTaHOBKHU. I Opocuiia ero u nmodesxasa, — MpU3HAIACh JIEBYIIKA,
CXBATHUBILUCH 32 TKaHb CBOETO TLIAThS.

— 4 mory cbe3nuThb. Thl HOMHUILL MeCTO?

— He 3Hai0... — AeBymIKa noxasa rje4amu. — 3Hai0, YTO OT OCTAHOBKHM HE/IAJIEKO.

— Xoporio, nocye Toraa 3aezaeM. TonbKo ceifuac MHe HyKHO OyJIeT OTheXaTh I10 JiejlaM, — OTMe-
yas B IIa3ax JIeBYIIKW BoiHeHuWe, bpenoH mpowsHec: — He mepexuBaii, s ckopo Oymy. Thl Toka
OTJIOXHH Y TMPUBEAN ceOsl B MOPSIIIOK.

— B nopsinok. .. — noBropuia Jlopes, He moHUMast, oueMy OH 00 3ToM roBoput. OT Hee Hellpu-
SITHO MaxHeT?

UYro xe... Bo3MOxHO. OHa e MOJIb30BaIaCh TOPHBIM IIBETKOM, YTOOBI M3MEHUTH IBET JIMIIA,
a 'y Hero crielMpuIecKril 3arax, OTTATKMBAIOIINNA JaXe XUIHBIX KMBOTHBIX.

CraJio Heyo0HO.

— Ioiinem, st MOKaXy TBOIO CHAJIBHIO U KaK TOJIBKO BEPHYCh, HEMPEMEHHO TIOCTY4y TP pasa.
HoroBopuiuch?

Kuska 6110 1ocTatouHo. BpejoH mKapHO YIBIOHYJICS 1 ITOBEJ JEBYIIKY 10 JIECTHHILIE Ha BTO-
poii staxk. CTeHbl yKpaliaid KapTHHbI ¢ OeTbIMU BOJIKAMHU, HO Ha ojiHOM Jlopes yBuena JeBOUKY,
JIeXKAIIYI0 TIOJ1 IEPEBOM, a PSIIOM Oelible KOMKH C Y€PHBIMH TOUKAMH.

Jlopest noMHuMIa 3Ty KapTUHY, BeAb ITUCAJa €€ OHA.

VikacHoe BUIIEHHE, KOTOPOE A0 CUX MOP PBET CepAlle HOUaMH, He O3B0 HOPMAJIbHO CIIaTh.

Pacrepzannas eBouka B JKEJITOM IUIaThe, C KOTOPOR MpoIainch Boiku. OHa prcoBasia Mac-
JIOM, HE TIOKa3bIBasl TOUHBIX JIMHUH, KaK U KPOBb. JIUIIIb Ma3KH.

Ho Benp 3Ty KapTuHy 3a0pana MaTb.

Kak u gpyrue...

K Beuepy MaTh MpUHOCHIIa HOBBIE XOJICTHI M KPACKH, MOJIYA 3aKpbiBasi 1Bepsb. Japraa noHu-
Maia, 4To O0JIb OyAeT MEeHbIIIEe, €CJTM JOYb CMOXET €€ BBIIUIECHYTh Ha KAPTUHY.

— IlonpaBunach kapTuHa?

B roprie nepecoxio. Jlopest 06m3HY1a TyOBI ¥ ITPOIIIEeNTANA:

—Yro... 4TO 3/1€CH MPOU3OILIO?

— XyIOXKHUK Hamucas ee B MOMEHT rnotepr CaHuu.

— XynoxHUK? — BeIaBuiIa U3 ceOst Jlopesi, He IOHUMAsI, O YeM FOBOPUT CHIH aJIb(BI.

— 1y KaptuHy Hamucan ['pon. OH mpuHec ee Ha CledyIoUMd JeHb TOCAe TOXOPOH.
STa IeBOYKa — JOYDb OJHOM U3 BOJUMIL.

— A Hawm Toro.... KTo... — Jlopes He Moria nogoOpaTh CIOBA.

— Ee 3arpeizmm cobaku oxoTHUKOB. Koraa Mbl Hanuim ee, ObUIO TIO3/JHO.

CryioTHYB OT BOCIIOMHHAHMSI, TIPOHECIIErocs nepen r1a3amu, Jlopest KuBHya U MpoIienTania:
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— 41, noxainyi, oy B koMHaty. HeBaskHO cebst 4yBCTBYIO.

— [Jla, koHeuHo. Bor, npoxonu, — bpeoH OTKpbUI ABEPh, MPOITyCKas AEBYILIKY B CIIAJIBHIO.

— 5l noctyuy, ey He OTKPOEILlb, OIMY, UTO Thl CIIUIIIb. TBOS paHa. .. elle He 3a)Kuja, I03TOMY
JIy4lle OTAOXHYTb.

— Cnacu60, — pomernrtaia Jlopest v 3aKpbljia ABEPb, MPUKAMASICh CIIMHOW K TBEPHAOH MOBEPX-
HOCTH, MEJUIEHHO OIyCKasiCh Ha IOJI. 3aKMYpPUB I1a3a, OHA CTapajach HE JyMaTb O pacTep3aHHON
JIeBOYKE U TOM, YTO HE OXOTHUKHU C cobakamu ee younu. Her.

310 OB OEJNBIA BOJIK.

Nmenno OH.

Toraa oHa BrepBbIe yBUJENA €T0.

Beixoaut, OH 1aBHO OXOTHUTCHA. . .
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I'naBa 4

3epKaJio opaxaso pa3Mepamu: BO BCIO CTEHY, Kak B OasieTHoi koMHate. Ho He 0HO pacTpeBo-
KWJI0 AeBYIIKY. BriepBele 3a nonroe Bpems Jlopes Busiena ce0s Bo Beeil kpace. be3 ropHoi MbLibLpl,
0e3 MyKCKOH OIIeK/1bl, CKpbIBaloIield n3ruoOsl Tesna. OHa ¢ MaHMKOM paccMaTpUBajia OCUHYIO TaJIMIO,
BOCXUTHUTENIbHBIE Oe/Ipa, COOMa3HUTEIbHbIE TPY/IH, 3aKPbIBasi PyKaMU HEKHBIE YePTHI JIMIIA, HE JKesast
3TO BUJIETb.

Yro teneps Oyner? Ee kpacora HIuero xoporero He npuHeca. ToNbKO MOXOT/IMBBIA HHTEPEC
MYKUMH, KeJAIOIIUX JIMILb UCTIOIb30BaTh, 3HasA, YTO OHA HETIOHOLEHHBI 000POTEHb.

W Tak Bcerma...

Tonbko [I91B. .. HITHOPUPOBAJ ee OTKa3bl, J0Ka3blBas, YTO OHA eMy HeOe3pasinyHa. [ymnas,
OHa HaMBHO 00pafoBajiack, Hajesach Ha uygo. Ho cuactee ObuIO Henonrum. Asbha cTau IpUrpo3ui
pacripaBo, oOelast U3rHaTh poauTeseil AeByIKN U3 cTar. OH MOKJISIICS, YTO €ro eJMHCTBEHHBIN
CbIH HUKOTJJa He Oy/IeT ¢ KaJIeKOM.

Koneuno, Jlopes cornacuiiach, HO OTEL] BCTAJI HA €€ IMyTH. 3alpeTuJl YXOIUTb, CYMTasA HECIIPA-
BEJIMBBIM IIPUTOBOP aJIb(PbI, ITOKA. .. HE YBUJIEN METKY.

Jlopes ¢ HEHaBUCTBIO NMOCMOTpEJAa Ha IJIEYO M CMAxHyJa CJIE3bl, BCIIOMUHAS TOT BEYEp.
Ilox BCxMIBIBaHKMSA MaTeEpU OTELl Bel €€ K albde, Kenas 3asBUTh O MPENaTeIbCTBE KEHbl U METKE
nouepu. [ penoH MpokIMHa ee, Kprudal, U BAPYT. .. OCTAHOBIJICA y 0OpbIBa. [loro cMoTpes, a oToM
MIPUKa3ajl UCYE3HYTh U3 X )KU3HU, 320bITh O TOM, YTO OHA J104b I 'peiona OpmaHa.

Torna oHa cTosijia Ha CKJIOHe, 0e3 CJI0B HaBCera MpoLIasich ¢ MaTepblo, CO ClIe€3aMH Ha IJ1a3ax
MOCTTYIITHO MIYIIEH 3a My’KeM, M He 3HaJla, Kak ObITb. B rojoBe MenbKHY/a MBICTb 3aKOHUUTD 3Ty
MpauHYIO XU3Hb, HO CITYCTSI MHHYTY JIEBYIIIKA CHsJIa C IJIeY IJTaTOK U OpOCHIIa ero B 0OpbIB, HAOMIO-
Jasi, KaK TKaHb MOIVIOIIAET ropHas peka. be3xanocTHO 1 MrHOBEHHO, YHOCS Ipoyb Ha JHO. Kak u ee
KM3Hb B CTA€ YEPHBIX BOJIKOB, HE OCTABJISA HUKAKMUX IIYIIBIX HAEK.

Onexna, uto OblIa Ha Hell B aBTOOyce, KyIUIeHa Ha MECTHOM Oasape, KOorja JIeByIIKa CMOIJa
3apaboTaTh Ha ey W OWJIET B IpUI0pO:KHOM Kade. He camble NpUATHBIE JHU, HO OHU TIO3BOJIMIIM
HazeaThes. Eil mpuxommiioch mepemMarhiBaTh JIMLO TPSA3HBIM OMHTOM, Oypya BCceM MOJ HOC O JIeT-
CKOI1 60J1e3HH, He MO IUBILeN ee LA U Tesa. JIioau noBepuu 1 Jaxe Mo3BOJIWIM padoTaTh, OKA
B OJVH JOXIJUBBIA JeHb Jlopes He ynoBwia 3anax Isnsa. OH uckai ee.

Ho ona cOexasna, yronus B cTaio OeJsbIX BOJIKOB. ..

Jlopes Bepuia, 4TO HENPEMEHHO NIOKMHET OIACHBIE 11 Hee 3eMJIU. [ TaBHOE — HAlT! yAauHbIi
MOMeEHT. U elre. .. 3TO HY)XKHO c/ieNaTh /10 TOro, KaKk HauHyTCs1 yOMICTBA B CTae OEJIbIX BOJIKOB.

N Benp ux tak MHoro. Tenepp OHa coxalsena, YTO MPOCHYJIACh OT pblYaHMs BOJKa. Tak...
y HUX Obl OBbLT IIIAHC.

Ho kt0 ee nocnymaer? [la u 3auem?

Ona yxe He 3HajA. ..

HarsanyB muiatee 3HaXapKky, JEBYIIKA CTSHYJIA BHICYILIEHHBIE BOJIOCHI ATJIACHOM JIEHTOM Y TOJILKO
MOlyMaJla BBIMTH, KOIZA YC/IbIIIaIA CTYK.

Pas.

IBa.

Tpu...

Ilonumas, uro 310 bpenon, Jlopesa nocunrana 10 A€CATH U NOCMIEIINAIA OTKPBITh ABEPh. MyXk-
YMHA BOILEJ B CHAJIBHIO U MOTPSIC pa3HOLIBETHBIMU OyMaKHBIMU MAKETaMU.

— 9710 TebGe! — JOBOJIBHO BbIAAJ OH, MPOTATUBAs JEBYIIKE.

Cropsaras pyku 3a cnuHy, Jlopesd HaxMmypuiach, C IOJO3PEHMEM BIVIAIBIBASACh B PO30BBIE
1 OeJIble TaKeThl.

— Mue? 3auem?
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— K coxasnenuio, TBOIO CYMKY YKpaJii, — BAHOBATO COOOIIII OH, MPSIMBIM XO/IOM HalPaBJIsIsiCh
K KPOBATH U CKUJbIBAsI MAKETHI HA I1JIe/I, — HO 51 MCIIPABHJI CUTYAIIUIO.

— Vkpaiu? — B ropie nepecoxsio. Jlopes He mpejacTaBiisiia, Tie BHOBb HAMIET JI€HBIU
Ha Owret. — Ho tam. ..

;| IMOHUMaAI0, YTO TBOU JOKYMEHTLI, B TOM YUCJIE KapTa, YTEPSAHbI, HO Mbl MOKEM BOCCTAHOBHUTDH
BCE, a C BellaMu IpooseM He OyzieT. Yke HEKOTOpoe MPUKYITHIL.

Kpacka 3anuna mio aeBymiku. Eil oueHb He HpaBUJIOCh, UTO ChIH ajib(bl OKYMAET AJis1 Hee
BeIlIN.

— He nepexwuBaii, I nmprMepHO NOKa3as, Kakasi Thl POCTOM, U JIEBYIIIKU BCE TOA0OpaIH.

— 4 He mory...

— 4 nacrauBao! — npousHec bpenoH, ABurasch Ha AeByIKy. — Heyxenu s 3ps morparui
CTOJIbKO 4acoB?

—3aueM? Y MeHs ecTb IUIaThe.

— Beera oTkasbiBaeibest OT MOAAPKOB? — HA JIMIE 0OOPOTHS MPOMENIBKHYJIO HETOYMEHHUE. —
BriepBble BcTpeyalo Takylo CKPOMHYIO AEBYIIKY. . .

—9T0 BCe... — pyKa JIEBYIIIKM YKa3aJa Ha MOAAPKH MYKUMHBI, — JiuiHee. 1 6ymy 4yBCTBOBATh
ce0sl. .. HeYIOTHO, — Mpu3Haiack Jlopes, Bce Oosble OTcTymnasl.

KpyTtanyBmmick Ha mecte, BpeioH XMIITHO OCKaIWIICS M MEAJICHHO ABUHYJICSI K CBOEH TOCTBE.
Bonk Hactynan, roka He 3arHail OeryisiHKY K cteHe. OH IIMKapHO YJIBIOHYJICS, IEMOHCTPHUPYSI CBOH
OeJIoCHeXHbIe 3yObl, Y IIPOU3HEC:

— 51 xoTten mopaoBath TeOs1, CBOAUTH B KWHO WJIH B MapK. S B KOeM BeKe Pelul yCTPOUTh cede
BBIXOOHOM. [Tpu3HAThCS, 320BLT, UTO STO 3HAYMT.

— 3auem? He nyxHo. U 51 He mooOo. . .

— IlpencraBnsens, ckojbKo 5 He cMoTpen (puibMbl? Heyxenu Tl cTosb kecToka?

— ... — cnoBa My>KUMHBI CMYTWJIY JIEBYIIIKY, — HeT. TOJIBKO He X04y, YTOObI 0OOPOTHHU TIOIY-
MaJy. ..

— HeBaxxno uto onu nogymainoT. Obemaio, Tedbe TOHpaBUTCS STOT Bevep.

—IIpocro... — Jlopes criotHyna, omyiiast ceOs B JoByiIke. [la, 000poTeHb He Hanaial, HO OHa
OlIyIAJIa €ro MOIIHYIO CHJIBHYIO aypy U 3T0 myrayo. [Ipo 1BeTOK MOXHO ObLJIO M HE TOBOPHUTD,
oH 37wiicsi. HuTu Havyamm BHITATMBATHCS, MPUUNHSISA 0071b. — S m1oxo cedst uyBcTByI0. [lievo. ..

— XM... — My)KYMHA TOBEJI YETIOCTHIO ¥ OTCTYIWJI Ha IIIar, — MPOCTH.

—3a uro?

—3a 10, uTO AaBIIO Ha Tebs1. S He 0OIIaICs ¢ YeIOBEYeCKMMHU JIEBYIIIKAMU, TIOSTOMY, BEPOSITHO,
rpyo.

— Bce HopMatbHO. ..

— Xasp, 4TO BBIXOMHOTO y MEHS TaK U He OyHeT... — C COXaJleHWeM MPOTSHYJ aibda. —
WNnu Bce ke MOKHO pacCUMTHIBATH?

— Ja, Kak ToMpKO OyJeT Jydle... — 3aBepuiia AEBYIIKa, ¢ OOJerYeHueM 3aKpbiBasl I71a3a.

XOTh HEHAJOJITO BHIMTPajia BPEMs.
— Ho k yXuHYy npuieTcst BBIATH, OTell CUJIBHO PacCTPOUTCS, eClTi He cMoxkenTb. 1 na, onaspl-
BaTh HEJb3s.
3muth anbdy Jlopen He xoTenock. JleBymiKa ¢ TSKeIbIM B3I0XOM KMBHYJIA, TYT ke T00aBIss:
— Hagetock, y:xuH He 3aTsHeTCs?
— Her... Y noka oH He HACTyMWJI, TIpeJjIarai MPOUTHCH IO cajly. Y HAaC eCTh IBa/ILATh MUHYT.
— Yro? [IBaauate MmuHyT? Ho Beap Bpems Obl10 K 00emy. Heysxkemnu mporuio cToiapKko 4acoB?
— Ha. Bunumo, Tbl 3acHyna?
— Ha, — orBetuna Jlopest, yiuBIsisich TOMY, 4TO CTOJIBKO YacOB MpOCTIalia, a Bedb 3aKpblia I71a3a
Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT TIOCJIe AyIIa.
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— DTO HeyAMBUTENBHO, TeM OoJiee TBOsI paHa OecriokouT TeOs. HyxkHo mokasarbcst Bpauy, —
BpenoH BHOBB CTaJl XMYpPHUTHCS, COCPEAOTOUMBIINCH HA TIJIeUe ICBYIIKH.

— Her! — cmiukom pesko ckasaia Jlopesi, uem BbI3Basia yIUMBJIEHUE Y MYKUUHBI.

— 51 yem-TO OOUAEN TEOsI MM HE HPABUTCS MBICIIb, YTO OYIyT OCMaTpUBaTh 0OOPOTHU?

— Her, Ho y Mens Bce xoporo. § 3Hao. ..

— 3Haews? Thl Bpau?

— O, net. Ho 3naxapka czenana Bce HeoOxoaumoe. $1 Obl 0ueHb XoTena ¢ Hell eperoBOpHTh.

— Henpemenno. Tsl nepeonenenibes? [loBepb, TaM HET HUUETO KpUYALIETo.

— 51 nymaio, B 3TOM OCTaThCsl paBUIIbHEE.

— Ha yxwune OyayT npyrue 000pOTHH.

— dpyrue?

— a, He mepexuBaii, 1 Te0s B 0OUIy He JaM.

— Torpa nyume B 3TOM, — ¢ yIbiOKoW mporoBopuia Jlopest, pykamu pasriaxkuBasi CKJIaJKu
Ha TUIaThe.

— Xopomo. CeromHs cornamrych. Torma... moiaeM B caa? YBepeH, TeOe TMOHPaBUTCA, —
TOBOJIBHO TTpor3Hec BpeioH u oTKpbUT IBepb, Mporryckas Jlopeto Briepe.

JIBUTasich 1Mo KOBPOBOM JOPOKKE, JEBYIIKA BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUJIACH, I71a3aMH BbEIasICh B CBOIO
KapTuHy. BocrmoMyuHaHM st BHOBb OXBATHIIHU €€, BBI3BIBAS APOXKD 110 Bcemy Tenny. He mymaa, 4to BHOBb
yeugut ee. [a eme rae? V anbdwl 6enbix BoikoB. HeBbiHOcuMO. Jlopest OTBepHYJIach M MOCTIEIIrIa
10 KOPUIOPY. YKe CIyCTUJIACh C JIECTHUIIbI, KaK BAPYT OIIyTHJIA 3aXBaT, €e pe3KO Pa3BEepHYJIO.

— Pemmmna y6exars? — yciplinana BKpaJurBbIi TOJIOC BOJIKA. B ero riasax rueckanoch yao-
BOJIbCTBHE.

Hutu Bpe3anuch B KOXY, MPUUKHSS 0071b. JIeByIIIKa MOCHENTHO BhIPBajia PyKy CO CJIOBAMHU:

— 4 3amymasnach, — BUHOBATO MPOrOBOPMJIA OHA, COXaJesl, YTO Jake K 3TOMYy 3a00TJIMBOMY
00OPOTHIO TIBETOK O€3KaJIOCTEH.

— BriBaer... — npotsHy1 BpenoH u nokaszan Ha OAaJTKOHHYIO IBEPb, BEAYIYI0 BO BHYTPEHHUIA
nBopuk. — Ham crona.

JIBepy BeJiu B POCKOIIHBIN caJl ¢ HeOOMBIIUM (POHTAHOM U ATBITUHACKOM ropkoid. MyskunHa yBe-
PEHHO BeJI 10 TOPOKKE, TIOKa3bIBasl yIUBHUTEIbHBIE lepeBbs. Kak oka3anock, ux BepacTiiia 6adyIika
bpenona.

— A Bama Matb? ¢ ee yBrKy? — ClIpocHia JIEBYIIIKA, XKeJslast 3HaTh, KTO Oy/ieT.

Ha nuue myx4rHbI IpOMEbKHYJIa TOCKA.

— OmHa... npubonena.

— MHe oYeHb KaJslb... — MpoJieneTana AeBYIIKa U OTBEPHY/IACh, BAPYT 3aCThiBas HA MecTe.
[Mo6mu30cTi HaxoAWJICS ONAacHBIN XUITHUK. COBCEM PsIOM.

Tombko roe?

— UYro ¢ T000I? — 00ECIOKOEHHO CIpocuyi BpesoH, BHUMATeIbHO BCMATPHUBASCh B JIMIO
neBymky. OHa Bena ce0st TOJO3PUTENIHBHO CTPAHHO.

— Mmm... — Jlopest kKoe-Kak yaepkajach OT TOTO, YTOOBI CIIPOCHTH MPO TOTO, KTO CJICAWT
3a HUMHU. — [IpoxitagHo.

—PasBe? — yrounwi bpenion, He omy1ias Xoaoaa, Ho OTMevasi TEeMHbIE Ty4H, Okl IIeYaMu. —
Torma ctout BepHYyTHCS.

— Ha, s ¢ pafocThio, — MPOrOBOPWJIA JIEBYIIKA U TIOINLIA CJIEI0OM, HO B CIEIYIOIIYI0 CEKYHIY
HaJleTesla Ha CBOETo CITyTHHKA, Bpe3asich B ero crnuHy. BrsaHyB Bo3ayx, Jlopes ¢ ykacom moHsiia,
B YeM mpoOiieMa, MOMEHTAILHO 3aKPBIB IV1a3a, MPsSYach 32 OTPOMHBIM TEJIOM OOOPOTHSI.

Bpenon He nBurasncs, BcMaTpuBasich B cBUpenoe Jumio ciuegapa. epek bepk — Gecnoma-
HBII BOMH CTau OeJIbIX BOJIKOB, yOWiilia, 6€3:KaJIOCTHBIN 3BEPhb, OT KOTOPOrO HEBO3MOKHO CIIACTUCh
naxe 060potHsIM. ChIH aJib(Pbl HE TIOHUMAJT, TIOYeMY OTell JePKUT TMofIe ceOst MSCHUKA, OMUH BU]T
KOTOPOTO IMyraj CHIIbHEHIX 000poTHel ctan. MiHOrga eMy Ka3ajioch, 4TO OH IEHUT cliefiapa JIaxe
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OoJIBIIIE YeM CBOETO ChIHA, U 3TO pa3apaxaio. He pa3 oH mpoOoBal OTKPHITH I71a3a HA MOHCTPA, KOTO-
POro MPUIOTUIM Ha CBOEW TEPPUTOPHH, BElb OT HETO MOKHO OXKUIATh BCETro, HO OTell He CIIyIIa,
MOJTHOCTBIO ToBepss miub 3BEPIO.

— Bepk... — 3510 nporsaHyn BpenoH, paszapaxasich, mouemy ciegap IOCMeN BCTaTh y HEro
Ha IyTH.

— Tsl mpuBesT YeTOBEUECKYIO IEBYIIIKY HAa TEPPUTOPUIO OCJTBIX BOJIKOB? — C IPOCTHIO PO
crenap, 6pocast B3I 32 CIIUHY MYKYMHBI, 32 KOTOPBIM MIPSITAIach JEBYIIKA.

— Ha, npusen. U ona... mox Moei 3aiuTon.

— Ecin u3-3a Hee B cTae OyayT HENPUSITHOCTH. .. — C SIPOCTBIO TIPOLIEIVIT MYKUMHA, TPOKUTast
CBUPCIIBIM B3ITIAAOM, — Thbl 6YIIGH_[I) B OTBETE.
— Hecomuenno, st 000 BceM 103ab04ych, a IOKa HaM 1opa WATH. .. — B TOH npousHec bpeioH,

nofasas pyky Jlopen. OHa TyT e CXBaTWJIa €€ U, He IOIHUMas JIMLIA, TIOC/IeI0BaJIa 33 CHIHOM aJIb(bl.

Ei1 He TpeGoBasioch CMOTpETh, YTOOBI 3HATh, UTO Tiepell Hell cieap. Ero damumms cimikom
Myramoouas 1 u3BecTHa Kaxaomy. OHa OUTH NpoILUIa, KOTa BAPYT YC/bIIIaia 30B BOIYMLIbI, HAXOS-
nielcs B IJIeHy cBoero Tesa. He moHumasi, AeBynika noBepHyJia rojioBy ¥ OCMOTpEa Ha My KYHMHY,
KOTOPBIY MPOKXUTaJI ee B3MIAA0M. 1 4To yxacHO — OHa y3Hasa ero. 3To TOT 000pPOTeHb, HA KOTOPOTO
OHa HamaJia ¢ HO)KOM B BOJIE 110CJIE TOTO, KaK OHH. ..

HEJIOBAJIUCD.

Kpacka 3amuia uno neBymku. OHa nopaxeHHO CMOTpesa B SHTApHbIE [V1a3a, YHUUTOXKAIOIHE
B oTBeT. 11 000poTeHb MOMHMJI, B YeM OHa He comHeBasiack. [lomy4uaetcs, cnenap epek Bepk u 060-
POTEHB C OCTPOBA OJIHO JIULIO.

Pyka Bpenona notsnyna Brepea. Jlopest CriioTHy/Ia U MOCTEITHO MOCe0BajIa 32 MYKYMHOM,
HE MPEJICTaBIIsA, YTO Terephb OyeT.

Crepap BeIb MOHSI, YTO TO OHA. [JIymo ObLIO a)ke COMHEBAThCS, PACCUMTHIBASI HA IPyroe.
Kak camblil cBUpenblii XUIITHUK B cTae 3a0yIeT 0 TOM, U4TO OHa ero panuia Hoxxom? Hukak. Kposu oHa
HE y4ysila, HO TO U MOHSTHO, Y 0OOPOTHEH OTJIMYHAsI pereHepalysi, a y CHIbHBIX CaMIIOB M BOBCE
YyJIOTBOPHASI.

OxkazaBmmch B JIoMe, Jlopess MOMEHTaIbHO TIOHUKJIA. Takoro HaribiBa CHIILHBIX OOOPOTHEN
OHa HUKAK He OXuaajia, XoTs crouso. Jlom anbgbl Kak-HUKaK. Bonuuiia 3ackynuia, a IBETOK BBIITY-
CTWJI HUTH, IpUauHss 6osb. OTcTynuB Ha mmar, Jlopes mpoienTana:

— MHe. .. HEXOpoIIo.

— Yro0 ciyuyniocs?

—He 3Ha10. .. — 0OBSACHUTD CBOE 3aTPABJICHHOE COCTOSIHUE JIEBYIIIKA HE MOTJIa. — MeHSsI TOIIHMUT.

—Ho... — BpenoH c coxayieHnem orsien AeByLKY ¢ HOT JI0 TOJIOBBI M C COUYBCTBUEM MPOU3-
Hec: — JIioiM HeBEpOSITHO Ci1adble, U K STOMY TSIKEJIO MPUBBIKHYTh.

— A ThI... yacTo oOmaics ¢ aoapmMu? — cripocuiia Jlopesi, 3Hast OTBET Ha CBOW BOIIPOC.

— Her, HO TBI... — €ro B3MJIsIJT OCTAHOBUJICS HA PO30BBIX I'y0ax JEBYIIKH, — OCOOSHHAS.

CnoBa 00OpOTHS Hamyrayiv JIeByIIKYy. bbia Obl ee BOJIsI, HEMEAJIEHHO TOKMHYJAa Obl 3eMJIH
OeJIbIX BOJIKOB.

— Tot ormmbaenbes. S Takas xe... Kak v BCe. .. JIOIU.

— HaBpsizi ju. .. — ¢ ynpiOKo# BbIIa My KUKMHA U TIOKa3aJl Ha JIeCTHUILY. — Jlymalo, Toraa jrydiie
TeOe MpuieYb. . .
— Jla, cnacu6o0... — ¢ o0JeryeHueM TpoIenTaja JAeBYyIIKa, Paaysch, YTO BCE 3aKOHUYMJIOCH,

TaK U He HAYABIIMCh. YKUH HU K UeMy, JIMIITHUI PUCK Pa300IaueHus.

IMosiBuitack Haziex1a B AeBHUYbeM cepaiie. Bee kak Hesp3s xoporno ckiaasaiocs. Ho cronmno
cacjiaTh mar, Kak Ha IyTH BBIpOC BBICOKHUI MYXKX4YMHa C JJIMHHbIMU OEJIBIMA BOJIOCAMU J0 ITOSACHUIIbI.
BLIFJIHIIGJI BBIYYPHO, €CJIKM IIPUHATH BO BHUMAHUE KOJIbIIA B HOCY, HA YIIIaX WU Ha CKYJIaX, HO MOIIb €ro
3Bepsi yrHeTana. HecoMHeHHO — mepej Hell CUITbHBI 0OOPOTEHb.
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OH cexkyHly CMOTpeJl Ha 3aCTONOPUBLIYIOCS AEBYIIKY, a 3aTEM KPUBO YXMBLJIbHYJICS U BECENIO
IIPOU3HEC:

— Tel Ta yenoBeveckast JEBYILIKA, O KOTOPOW T'OBOPST B HAILIEM ropojke?

KusHyB B 3HaKk yBakeHus, Jlopes ¢ Hagex 101 nocMotpesna Ha bpenona. PasroBapuBarh TOUHO
He crous1o. ChiH abdbl YI0BUI MOJIBOY 0 oMo, OH yXBaTWJI AEBYIIKY 3a PYKY U IIPOU3HEC:

— AJan, u3BuHY, Jlopest moxo cedst 4yBCTBYET, TOITOMY He OCTaHeTCsI Ha YKUH. S oTBeny ee.

- Ho...

— Ham Hy)xHO uary, — yke pe3ko Bbliai bpenoH, HaunHas 3mutecs Ha AnaHa Kepra, Havauib-
HUKA OXPaHBl.

— JKanp, xoTenoch Obl IOOOMIATHCS C TAKON OTBAXKHOW YeJIOBEUECKOM JIEBYIIIKOM, — B TOJIOCE
MYKUMHBI 3BYy4aJIl HOTKU coxkasieHus1. OH He CKpbIBaJl CBOETO MHTEpeca.

— VBBI, — BbIJAT ChIH alb(dbl, TYT K€ BO3/IEHCTBYs HA OOOPOTHSI CBOEW CHJIOW, MPUKA3bIBAS
OTOWTH, YTO TOYHO MOYyBCTBOBaJA Jlopes.

Kak u ee 1BeToK, nmpuunHsisi 60Jb.

OHM JBUTAIKCh 10 JIECTHULIE, KOT/A AEBYIIKA YCIbIIIAIA TUXHUE CJIOBA MYKUMHBI:

— o BcTpeuwn, 30510T0BOIOCAast HUM(pa. Mbl HETPEMEHHO BCTPETUMCH.

3akpeIB I71a3a Ha CeKyHy, Jlopes nogasuiia cToH pazoyapoBanusl. U tak Bcerga. JlyHa Harpa-
IWJia ee IBOMHBIM TMPOKJISATHEM: METKOM U KPAacOTOM, MPHUBJICKAOIIEH CHIBHBIX OOOPOTHEH, CBOe
CUJION TIpoBOIMpYOIIUX 1BeTOK. M Tak Beeraa... OHa oOpedeHa, oKa HaXOAUTCS ¢ OOOPOTHSIMH.

Omrymast CiviHOM MPOH3UTENBHBINA B3IVIAA, JEBYIIKA MPOIOIKaa CHOKOMHO MOAHUMATHCS.
Urnopupoars Jlopest ymena, HeM3MEeHHO HaroMuHasi cebe O TOM, 4TO JJIsi BCEX OHA YeNIOBEK.
Jlumib B 3TOM OHa BHUJIeNa CriaceHue AJisi ceOsl.

Ho 310 BpemeHHO, Kak HY redanbHO. Byaro uto-To B Hell nputsrusano oboporHei. FOHas neBa
BHMHWJIA BO BCEM HEOUTYTUMBIN /1J1s1 HE€ apoMar LiBeTKa. VIMEHHO OH BO3/IEIICTBYET Ha CUJIbHBIX CaM-
1IOB.

C Kax/IpIM 11IaroM CTaHOBHWJIOCH JIeT4e, HO BUY Jlopes He nmojaBasia, He keJiast UTH Ha yKHH.
Bo3MokHO, 000POTHY IOCUUTAIOT €€ C1a00i U HEyUTUBOM, U TO3BOJIAT yexarhb. COerath, MpOBOIMPYS
Ha OXOTY, JKeJIaHUs1 HE BO3HUKAJIO.

VY nBepu AeBylIKa nporenTaa:

— Cnacubo.

—3a uro? 4 Hudero He caenan. Thl MOMKHA ObLIA CKA3aTh, YTO IJIOXO ceOs YyBCTBYEIIIb.

— Jla, HaBepHOE, — CMYIIIEHHO COIVIaCWJIach JIEBYIIKA, BIPYr OLIyIlas CAABIMBAIOIINE HUTH.
Ho nouemy? [lo nonHonyHus ganeko, nesbiii Mecsn. [louemy 1IBETOK Havasl paciycKaTbes?

Bynro nepen cmepThio, yKazaHHOM JTyHOH.

— ThI oTABIXaH, @ 3aBTPA... MBI IPOTYJISIEMCSI 10 TOPOAY, eciu Oyaelb XOpOoIIo ceOsi 1yBCTBO-
BaTh.

— Bputo Obl 3aMeuartenbHO, — KOe-Kak BbiaBmiia Jlopes, TyT Xke olyiiasi xap B 1ie4e, pasiu-
BAIOIIIUIACS IO BCEMY Tely.

— Tol B nopsiike? — ¢ BOJIHEHKEM cripocuil BpesioH, rpukacascs K 1jeuy, TyT K€ BbIpbIBasi pyKy,
C yauMBJIeHUEM BockJviasi: — Jla Tol roputiib! Y 1ebdst xap.

— Bcee... — Jlopesi o0nu3Hyna mepecoxime TyObl, MOHUMasl, YTO € HYXKHO 3aKPbITh IBEPU
Y OKHA, 4TOOBI MOCJIe BUCHUS HE TIOUTH K KEPTBE B HaJexk/e cracTu. [lepHyB ToloBOM, MOHUMAas,
Y10 00OPOTEHD XKJET OTBETA, JAEBYIIIKA MPOAOIKIIA: — Bee Oyner XopoIio nocie Toro, Kak MmocIuiio.

— Tel yBepena?

— Koneuno. Tak ObiBaer... y mozel, — mporopopuia Jlopes u ppaHyiia B CHAJIbHIO, 3aKPhIBAsI
IBEpb C BHYTPEHHEH CTOPOHBI, OBICTPO ABUTAsCH K OKHY. OHA 3aKpblia CTaBHH, BAPYT YCTPEMJIsis
B3IJISI/] HA JTyKaKKYy.

C yxacoM JeByIIKa CMOTpeia Ha OIPOMHOro OEJIoro BOJIKA, HAXOSIIErocs y JEpEBbEB.
OH He npATaJCs, 4YTO OHA TOUYHO NIOHUMAJIA.
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Kro :xe OH? Kto?!

W 4gto Gonblne Bcero yxacano — youiina TouyHo 3Has, kTo OHA. OH Benp B MOJHON Mepe
OIIYTHJI Ha ce0e Xkap MPOKJISTOro BETKA. BeposATHO, MO3TOMY CTOJBKO kepTB. KpoBaBblii BOJIK 3011
Y MCTUT €H 3a CBOIO paHy.

3akpeIB mITOpHI, Jlopes 3akpblia pykamu yiu, cibiiia menot userka. On TPEBOBAJI ycibl-
maTh ee, JaBajl MOACKa3Ky. TONBKO... KaK e OHa CMOXET KOHTPOJIMPOBaTh ceOsi B JOMe ajb(bl
6enbix BoJKOB? Eciu ciaTbesi, TO KpOBb HAa €€ pyKax yBUMSAT BCe.

[Nepen riazamu MeJbKHYJIO JHIIO 3Haxapku. OnevyaneHHoe, B3BOMHOBaHHOe. BocromuHanue
WM TToACKa3Ka 1iBeTka? Tpsicyiuyecs: naiblibl CTApyXH CKUMAIA YEPHYIO SITOLY.

Sdroma! V Hee ecth sarona!l

JleByIiIka MOCIEeNHO CyHYJa PyKy B KapMaH IUIaThs U C OOJIErYeHreM JI0CTaNla YeThIpe SITOJIBI.
OcraBuJia iBe, MUTOM TIPOIJIATHIBASI, HAJESICh, YTO OHU TIOMOTYT.

Henpemenno nomxHsi!

Conpas mief1, JeByIIKa yrajia Ha KpoBaTh, OIIyIas c1adocTh Bo BceM Tejie. Ceiiuac Bce ObLIO
MHaue, 4To Myrayio. 3aXMYpHB 1J1a3a, Jlopes HaTsHya Ha ceOst OfiesiyIo, ONnyIast Ky Tkuid xonox. Ceil-
Yyac ee MOPO3WJIO, a CITYCTs MATh MUHYT AEBYIIIKA yKe ropesa B OrHe, IPOBAIMBASICh B )KYTKHIA COH.
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I'naBa 5

...Myoicuuna osuzancs uepes nec, Haceucmvigas necHio. B ezo enazax zopeau o3oprvie 02oHvKuU,
Ha auue oayacoana yxmolaka. Qb6opomers npedvIBAN 8 OMAUUHOM HACTPOEHULL.

Ha 36e30H0M Hebe cusin ocmpblii noAymecsiy,.

Xpycm eemxu 3acmasun Mys#cuuHy ocmarosumsbcsi. OH 0OCMOMpencsi N0 CMOPOHAM, HO HUKO20
He yeuoen.

/o ooma ocmaesanoce ecezo Huuezo, K020a OH, HaKOHeY, NOHAN, Umo He 00uH. Ezo npecaedosan
000pomeHb.

Toxauae 2010601i, OH OCMAHOBUANCS U NPOUSHEC:

— Ilouemy npecaedyeurv mens?

Omeema He noayuun, Ymo HACMOPONCUNO0, KAK U 3aNax KpoeU, 6empom 20HUMbILL CO CMOPOHbL
o3epa. Myodicuuna noHsin ceoio owUOKY u émuz 00epHyacs, Ho Oviao nozono. Ilacme b6enozo sonka
C KAbIKAMU, BUENUBUUMUCSL 8 €20 ULEH0 —NOCAEOHee, UMO OH 8U0eN, nepeo Mem KaK PYXHYNb HA 3eMAI0,
He 8 CUNAX CONPOMUBASINBCAL. ..

Jlopesi BCKpUKHYJIa, IPSMO YCaKMBAsCh HA MOCTENH, C Y’KACOM B IVla3aX OCMaTpuBasi MECTO,
r7e HaXxoauiach.

B cniasipHe. .. Kak HU CTPaHHO.

3a OKHOM HIpochnayiach YTpeHHss 3apsA. OHa pa3ivMBajach KPOTKMM PYMSIHIIEM, PAa3rOHss
MpauHyIo TbMY. B criajibHe 1apuiia noiayTbMa, CBEXXKUM BETEP OBEBAJI JIUILIO.

Jlopess HaxXMypuIach, pacCessHHO BCMAaTPUBAsCh B OTKPBITOE OKHO, OTKY/A JIMJIACh MPOXJafa
1 3arax cocHoBou cmosibl. Ho mouemy? OHa BeJlb TOUHO 3aKpbIBajia €ro.

3aKpbIB 11434, IEBYIIKA BTSHYJIA BO3/1yX, CTAPAsCh YJIOBUTH HOBBIE 3allaXxy, HO HUYETO HE MOJy-
4aJioch, YTO MpuHecno cMsteHue. [lomyyaercs, HOUBIO K Hel 3axoaui roctb. OOOPOTEHb C CHIION
anb(bl, CIOCOOHBIN CKPHIBATh CBOM 3arlaxX M UMEIOIIHIA JOCTYII B IOME.

U x10 %¢ OH?

OnHO 0COOEHHO HACTOPAKUBAJIO — HEU3BECTHBIN CIIEIIMATBHO OTKPBUI OKHO, MPeIyHpexaast
O CBOEM IIOCEIICHNH.

Craso crpartHo.

U Benp oHa HUYEro He MOYYBCTBOBANA. .. AOCOMIOTHO.

Takoro nmpesxjae He ClTy4anoch.

BcnoMHuUB 1po Srofpl, JEBYIIKA Hayala pbiCKaTh B KapMaHe, HO He Hanula. Eciau TombKo. ..
el IOMOIVIM OT HUX U30aBUTHCH.

OcropoxHo noaHABUIMCH, Jlopes mpucena Ha KOPTOYKM, BIVISABIBASCh B UEPHOE IMSATHO
Ha KoBpe. CBesxee, OCTaBJIEHHOE OT STO[.

Crrnotnys, Jlopest nopHsiiack, XBatas ce0s 3a IJIeYd APOXKaIIMMU pyKaMU. Y:Kac CKOBaJ TeJIo,
a mepes I71a3aMu BHOBb BO3HUKJIO BUJIEHUE.

OHa y3HaJsa KepTBY, U Yy Hee ecTb BpeMs oMo4b eMy. HadaJlbHUK OXpaHbl JOIKEH MPUCITY-
IIATHCS K HEM. ..

Ho noepur m oH? Pa3zBe cMOXkeT, €ciii OHa J1J151 BCEX YesIOBeK ?

Kpome oanoro — youiiiipl. OH MOHSI. . .

M xak ObITb C IBETKOM?

Ecnu To/pKO yCHIUTD €ro Arofou... TakoW BapuaHT AEBYILIKe npuiien rno ayue. Eil Hemen-
JIEHHO 3aXO0TeJIOCh NEPETOBOPUTH CO 3HAXAPKOW, TOCOBETOBATHCS, Jja U MPENYNPEAUTH O TOM, UTO €€
KJET cMepTh. BMecTe OHM CMOTYT N30eKaTh HeCUaCThsl.

BeposiTHO, MOKHO YTO-TO MPHIYMaTh, €CJIM IIBETOK He OyleT pearupoBarh CTOJb CHJIBHO.
Ho 6e3 sron 310 HEBO3MOKHO, & 3HAYUT, HY)KHO, UITH 32 HUMH.
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OrnsneBmch co Bcex cTopoH, Jlopest Haxmypuitack. [Topa npusectu ce0s B mopsiiok. Panbiie
00 9TOM OHa HEe BOJIHOBAJIACh, YEM XYyXKe, TEeM JIydllle, HO cCeyac BCe M3MEHUIIOCh.

Cryctst gecsitb MUHYT Jlopest Bblllla U3 BaHHOM KOMHaThl. OHa OTKpbUIA MAKETHI C OAEKIA0M,
yto nipuHec bpesioH, u 3akycuia ry0y. B HUX HAXOOUIMCh KPOCCOBKH, UKMHCHI U IEJIKOBas1 Omy3Ka.
Takux KpacuBbIx Bemed y Jlopen HUKOrIa He ObLIO.

Ha u 3auem? JIuip npuBiekaTb BHUMaHUE.

Pyka gporHyna, HO Jumib Ha MrHoBeHHe. [leByIlKa 3akpbUla MakeT W TOCHeNIia BBIATH
u3 koMHathl. Eif XoTenoch mockopee MOKMHYTHh IOM alb(bl, Kaib, YTO He HaBcerna. Ho Hamexna
3pena B Ipyau.

Bce crianum, kpoMe npUciyry, 3aHUMAIoIIeics cBoelt padotoii o nomy. Korpga oHa mna, 060-
POTHM MTHOPUPOBAJIM €€, YKPaAKOH HaOmoaast co CTOpOHHBI. JeByIlKa OYeHb TOYHO OMIyIIaia UX
B3IJISI/IBI, CIIBIIIATIA TIEPEIIENTHIBAHMS, HO JIesiasia BU, YTO He MOHUMaeT. YenoBeK He JI0JIKeH ObLT Obl
YCIIBIIIATh, a 3HAYMT, ¥ €i He Cypoa.

[MpoxyamHblii BETEPOK yAapwui B JIMIO, CTOWJIO BHIMTH M3 Joma. CHycKasch MO JIECTHHIIE,
JEBYIIKa BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTpESia MECTHOCTh, a TIOTOM MoOpesia Mo JOPOXKKE B CTOPOHY Jeca.
Tam oHa MOXeT 3aTepsAThcs Oe3 3araxa, a BOT B Topojie OyAeT Kak Ha JIaJOHH.

CoCHOBBIY JieC Ha pacCBETE BBIMVIAIE U3YMUTENBHO. JIopes BibIxaia CBEXKUI BO3/AYX IOJTHON
TPyIbIo, YIIBIOAsICh BBICOKMM JIepeBbsiM. Pefiko Koraa eyl yaaBanoch Tak MOTy/IsITh Ha paccBeTe, MaTh
He no3Bosisiia. Korma yberana K skepTBam, TOHSISICh 32 HUIMH 110 BCEBO3MOKHBIM MECTaM C IIEJIbIO
CIIaCTH, JAEBYIIIKA He OpaJia B pacyeT, B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa COOOH He yrpaBJisiia.

JleBy1iIka OToIIa Ha MPUJIMYHOE PACCTOSTHUE OT TOPOJKa, KOTia BAPYT TMOHSIA, YTO HE OHA.
OcMOTpeBIIKCh, OHA CIJIOTHYJIA U TIOCE0BAIA Jajibllle, HA/IEsCh, YTO 3TO HE BOJIK-YOHMIIa.

A kr0 Torma?

OcraBasoch JUIIb OTMAaXHYThCS OT 3TOTO 3JI0BEILIEro BOMpOca.

JleByIIKe XOTeJIoCh BEpUTh B Uyi0. B moOom cirydae oHa crapaniack ObITh cMenoi. Eciu OH
HE YHUYTOXWII ee B KOMHATe, TO ¥ 3[1eCh He cTaHeT. HarBHO, HO OT Hero el He CKpBIThesl. B cTae oH
MMEJT IOCTYTI B JIOOOM JIOM.

[ToHATH GBI KTO 3TO. ..

STOT BONPOC HE JaBaJl MOKOsI.

U eme... 4Tto eMy HyKHO OT Hee?

Bonk-youiiiia ¢ IerkocTbio MOT YOUTh €€, 0COOeHHO KOT/1a TIOJT ISUCTBUEM SATOJ METKA He 3aIlH-
11aJ1a, HO OH 3TOro He cienai. Jlopess Huuero He nonumasia. O6oporeHs ¢ Helt urpan? Tonbko 3auem?

[Mpomuia eme HECKOMBKO METPOB, KOTJa Ha MYTH BBIPOC OEJBIi BOJK C YEPHBIM MSTHOM
Ha Mopjie. BrsaHyB Bo3nyx, Jlopest OHsIa, YTO Mepe]] Hell HauaJbHUK OXPaHbl, YTO HEYJAUBUTEIIHHO,
Be/Ib OHM HAXOJWJIMCh PSIIOM C TIOCTOM OXPAaHBI.

ObopoTeHb MepeKnHyJICs B YenoBeka U Hanpaswics K Jlopee. boapast moxonka u I0OBOJIbHBIH
B3MJISA]] KPAYAJIMA O TOM, YTO MYKUMHA YBEPEH B ceOe 1 HermoOe M.

Ho Jlopes 31ana, 4yto 310 He Tak. CKOpO NMPUJIET ero Bpemsl.

— Iotepsinach? — ¢ ynbIOKOM MPOU3HEC MYXKUHMHA, TIOeIasl TMIa3aMU MILTYIO JIEBYIIIKY.

— 41... XoTena nporyyiAaTh 4O JOMa 3HaXapKu.

— a? PacniopsixeHus He ObUIO, — 33[yMUMBO BbIJA MyKUMHA. — EC/IM TOJBKO CO MHOM. . .

[pennoxenue He MOPaAIOBAJIO, HO KaK MOBOJ MPEAYPEeJUTh OOOPOTHS OUEHb JIaKe TOOILIO.
Jlopes KMBHYJIa U TTOIILIa BIEPEL.

— 4 Anan Kepr.

— Jlopest, — oTBeTHIIA IEBYIIIKA, TPOOIIKAST UAATH.

— ThI XOPOIIIO OPUEHTUPYEIILCS, — 3alyMUUBO MPOTAHYJI MyX4UrHA. — [lake CTpaHHO, YUUThHI-
Basl, YTO Thl YEJIOBEK.

3akpbIB I71a3a, pyras ce0sl 3a U3JMIIHIOW MOCHEIIHOCTD, Jlopest mporoBopuia:

— V MeHs1 OTMeHHasl YyBCTBUTEILHOCTh Ha JIEKAPCTBEHHBIC 1IBETHI.
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— Ha? U rue xe?

— B nome 3Haxapku. ..

My:X4rHa TIOPABHSLICS C AEBYIITKOW U MPOU3HEC:

— 3aunTtpurosana. Yto ke, Toraa Beau. ..

Cryctst iecsiTh MUHYT OHU TOAXONWIMA K o3epy. Jlomuiko Haxogwics 3a HUM. CIyTHHKU
MOYTH HE Pa3roBapyBajIy, 4To nopagosaio Jlopeto, a morom vicryrasio. [ToxoTivMBble HOTKH B 3amaxe
MYXKUYUHBI HacTopaxkuBay. Omiymias Bce valle KaJHbI B3MIAL OOOPOTHS, B TPyOH AEBYIIKU
nosiBWICA cTpax. BHesanno. Kak v HUTH 1IBeTKa, BAPYT MPOCHYBIIMECS U MOTSHYBIIHECS HA BOJIO.

U erie oHa TOYHO YJIOBWIIA TIPEIBKYIIIEHHE U BOXK/CICHUE.

«Hyorcno ezo omeneus uau dadice pazozaume...» — permnia Jlopest 1 00epHyIach, BCMaTprUBasiCh
B XMIITHBIC TJ1a32 MYKUUHBI.

— MHe npucHuIICA MJI0X0H COH.

— Jla? — IeHUBO MPOTSHYJT MYXKUMHA, TIOJISI/IBIBAs IO CTOPOHaM. — M 4TO IpUCHUIIOCH?

— Bel... — otBetuna Jlopes, TyT ke yJlaBIvBasi ero BO3MYIIEHHbIN B3MIsAA. OHa 10OUIach CBO-
ero — Asan Kept cocpeioToumnsicst Julllb Ha HEu.

— 4? Torga moyemMy IIoxoi?

— MHe npucCHWIOCH, UTO B JIHb MeCsIIIa, KOTjia HaJl JIeCOM B30OH/IET TOyMecCsIl. .. Ha Bac Hara-
JeT OrPOMHBI OeJTbIid BOJIK.

— Ja? Haymo xe... 1 9TO ele MPUCHUIIOCHh? — HACMENIUIMBO MPOU3HEC AJIaH, MaJIblIaMH ITOTJIa-
KHUBast OOOOPOIOK.

— Yro oH pactep3ai Teosl.

JIMIIO MYy>KYMHBI M3MEHUJIOCH: OT YAMBIICHHOTO JI0 sipocTHOrO. Kepr crenai mar K JeByIike
Y TIPOU3HEC:

— D70 Takas 1yTKa, aa’?

«Hauanoce...» — nogymana Jlopesi, Onokupysa smorun. Ecmu 060poTeHbh MO3BOIUT cede
HAracTh, TO OHa MOOEXKHUT K 03epy W yIuibiBeT. Ha cyiie, kak u B o3epe, 000OpOTeHb HE CMOXET
el HaBpeauTh, 1a U HUKTO Apyroil. OcodeHHo B Boje. Hutu 1mBeTka MeHs0T hopmy, mpeBpara-
sICh B OMACHOE Bbloleecs: pactenre. OHM 0OBUBAIOT JII000E KUBOE CYILIECTBO, HAXOISAIIEECs PAAOM,
Y C/IABJIMBAIOT, TIOKA TEJIO He OOMSIKHET.

Jlumb pa3 O6epl He cy4nsIock. .. Ha octpoBe ¢ Tem 060poTHEM.

Ho ne B 310T... IIBeTOK cunTan Anana Kepra onacHbeIM.

— Her, s ckazana To, yro Bujena, — Jlopes mbiTajach Kak-To JOCTY4YaThCsl, HE kejask CMepTu
00OpOTHSI OT CBOEH METKHU.

N nouemy Tak? Pa3Be oHa HeMpaBUJIbHO MOCTYyIMIa?

—IMonyyaercs, Tl AICHOBUJAIIASA ? — KaK KOT IPOTSHYJT MY>KUMHA, KA JHO 1A IJIa3aMH I10 Ty
aeBymKr. OH OTYasTHHO JKeJal 30JI0TOBOJIOCYIO JIEBY, M 3TO XKeJIaHUe CheJallo ero, 3acTaBisis AeH-
CTBOBATb.

— Her, HO UHOTJa MHE CHATCSI TAKKE CHBI.

— A MHe KaxXeTcs... 4TO Thl BbIOpaja BecbMa CTPaHHBIN CIIOCOO COOMa3HEHMUS.

Ormeuasi, Kak MEHsSeTCS IBET IJIa3 MYKYMHBI Ha TEMHBIN, KaK XUIIHO OH ABWkKeTcs, Jlopes
HavaJsia oTcTymnarh. Eif XOoTenoch Miakarh OT OTYasHUS.

Bce He Taxk...

— $1 Hryero mogoOOHOrO He XOTeNa, TOMBKO MPEIYTPEANTh.

— ThI cumnTaelb, s MOBEPIO B T 4yl ? Thl MPOCTO XOUelllb MeHs, BOT U MpHIiLia cioga. Ho mae
HE HY)KHbI ITPUTJIAIICHHUS. ..

«[Ipokasimas mazusi yeemxa...» — C OTYASTHUEM TOIyMaJia JICBYIIIKA M 3aBepTesia TOJIOBOA.

— O, 5 3HaI0 TaKUX, KaK Thl. [71a3a — 3epKasio aymu. A TBOS. .. KakAeT ObITh B MOUX OOBSITBSIX.
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— Her. Bol He Tak moHsim, — niposienetana Jlopes, ynaBiuBasi pe3koe JBHKEHHE 00OpOTHS,
OpocugIerocs B ee cropony. Eil HU4Yero He ocraBajioch, Kak Oexarb B CTOpoHY o3epa. OHa yIuibiBeT,
CMOJXeET, TJIABHOE — HBIPHYTh ObICTpee, YeM 00OpPOTEeHb €€ HACTUTHET.

Jlopest 6exana ObICTPO, M30 BCEX CHUI, OIIYIIas AbIXxaHue 000poTHs. OCTaBaIoCh COBCEM Uy Th-
YyTb, KOTJIa yAAp B CIIUHY MOBAIWII ee Ha 3eMITio. [IeByIKa ¢ KpukoM 0OepHYJI1ach, OIIEHUBAsI CUTYa-
1110, HO B3IVIs1/1 OOOPOTHS OBEPT B IIOK. BonbHOM, 3aroBopeHHbId. KepT He KOHTponupoBas cedsl.

IIseToK. ..

Ero BuHa.

OH noy3bIBaeT 0OMIUYMKA, YTOOBl YHUUTOKUTD.

— He nonxonu! — mpokpryana eByIika, Bce Jajbliie OTIoN3asi, I1a3aMH BICMaTpUBasi KOpSTy
WJIM KaMeHb, YTOObI OIJTYIIUTh AJlaHa.

— TbI cama 3TOro XO4elb! — 3apbyall MyK4YMHA, PacCTerrBasi peMeHb Ha Opiokax. — TBoe Teso
00 3TOM IPOCHUT.

— 4 xoay, 4ToOBI TH yOpascs! — 3aKkpuyaia JeByIIKa U pa3BepHYJach, BHOBb MOJHUMASCD,
HO CUJIbHBIE PYKH OOOPOTHSI OCTAHOBWJIM, BO3BpAIlast Ha MECTO.

B cnenyromnyio cekyHay MOCTBIIIAICA TPECK pa3pblBalomleicss TKaHd. Jlopesh NOHMMaa,
YTO TUIaThe OE3KATOCTHO Pa30pBaHO, HO MEPEKMBATh 32 HETO Jaxe He Aymaia. He mo storo. .. Myxk-
YHMHA TIBITAJICS TIEPEBEPHYTh JAEBYIIIKY, OHA MEPTBOM XBAaTKOH BIIEMIJIACH B KYCTBI, OLIyINAsl pa3pbiBa-
Io11y10 6071b OT MeTKU. HUTH 1IBETKa BHIIIUTM HApyXKy, OKPHIBAs PYKY U IJIEY0 KPOBABBIMU JIUHUSMH,
KaK SITOBUTHIE IIYNAJIbIIA, TIBITASICh JOOPATHCS 10 HAMaJaBIIero.

— Ortnycrd. .. — npoxpunesna Jlopesi, BAPYT OKa3bIBasiCh JIMLIOM K JIMITY ¢ AJIAHOM.

— He crouno teGe MeHs Apa3HUTh, HO pa3 TaK XOYellb... — MPOPbIYAJT OH, XBaTas 3a ropJIo,
CIaBJIMBAsI €ro.

Hurn nepenum Ha nanbLel.

Eme Hemuoro. .. Eie 4yTh-4yTh. ..

Jlopest 3a/1pIxanack, yxe He KOHTPOJIUPYsl HUYETo.

Ona noHMMaIa, YTo [BETOK MOTYYHII TIOTHYIO BJIACT. . .

BuezanHo xBaTKa ocnadina. O60poTeHh HAXMYPHIICS, pearupys Ha yTpOOHOE CBUPETIOe phlva-
HHE XUIIHUKA, HAXOJAIIerocs no3aau Hero. OH MeyieHHO OOepHYJICS U B yKace BbIAAJ XPHIL.

B metpe ot Hero Haxoausics Oenbiil BOMK. OrpOMHBII, CBUPEIIBIH, B I71a3aX KOTOPOTO YUTAT
MIPUTOBOP.

AJaH MoMBITAJICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO CJIOBA 3aCTPsLIM B ropiie. OH OTTOJKHYJI AEBYIIIKY U Iepe-
KUHYJICS B BOJIKA, TYT JK€ BbIIaBasi *KaJIOOHBIHA MUCK, KOTJa KJIBIKA U KOTTH COTNIEPHHUKA BIICTIAINChH
B €r0 TUIOTh. XUIIHUK JAEHCTBOBAJ CTPEMHUTENBHO, O€3KaJI0CTHO pa3pbiBasi Bpara.

Jlopest nepeBepHyIach Ha JKUBOT, kKesasi CKPbITh IIBETOK. KTo OBl HU TpuIIesN el Ha TIOMOIIIb,
He JIoJKeH BUeTh ero. OHa 3aKkpbUia I71a3a, MPUCTYIIUBAsACh K METKE, KOIja IMOHsJIA, YTO HUTH
rcuesmn. Bor Tak... 6e3 ee TpedoBaHus U cuJl. JIeByIIKa BHITAHYIA PYKY ¥ MTOKavyaJia rOJIOBOM.

Kak Tak?

OHu ynum, ocTaBuB ajlylo KpoBb. PactepeB ee 1o koxe, Jlopest HeyKJIoxke cea U ycTpeMusia
B30p Ha TO MECTO, TJie ellle HeJJABHO pBAJIM APYT Jpyra BoJKW. To, 4TO OHA yBHAENA, IOBEPIJIO ee
B IIIOK.

Han ucrep3annsiv teniom Anana Kepra crosn [epek Bepk. Ero pyku u oexna Oblim 3amad-
KaHbI KPOBBIO coniepHrKa. OH Opocui Ope3rIUBbINA B3IJIsA] HAa TIOBEP;KEHHOTO MPOTUBHUKA M 00ep-
HYJICSI K JIEBYIIIKE, C IJIa3aMU MOJTHBIMH yXKaca, YCTABUBIIMMHUCS Ha HETO.

B ropne nepecoxio. Jlopest nake 3akpuyath Obljla HE B CUJIaX, JIMIIb HAOMIOAATh, Kak 000po-
TEeHb JBUXETCS K Hell. Ho, Kak 1 Torga Ha o3epe, oHa Obula Oe33amuTHa nepe] HuM. MeTka He pea-
TMpOBAJIA.

Ho noyemy nmeHnHo Ha 3T0oro myxunny? Yro ¢ HUM He Tak?

MerTka npoKJISITON He AEUCTBYET Ha clieapoB?
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Barsaa myxuMHBL 3aiepkaics Ha IeBUUbeM Tese. Jlepek Mmpoxurai, CKaHupys KaxIaylo Kie-
TOYKY, He Tportyckast Hudero. OT Takoro BHUMaHHS 1O TeJTy JIeBYIIKHU MOILUIM Mypamku. [Tpuomu-
3MBLIKMCh, MYKUMHA €lIe JOJITYI0 MUHYTY CMOTpeJI Ha JEBYIIKY, a 3aTeM MoJlya ¢ KaKUM-TO pasjpa-
JKEHUEM TIPUHSIICS paccTernBaTh pyOallKy CHHEro IBeTa, TyT ke Opocast K ee HOram.

— CHUMHM pa30pBaHHOE IJ1aThe U MepeoieHbCs !

— ... — Jlopes He MoIJIa TOBOPUTD, UCIIBITHIBAS 1LIOK, [TOKA BO3MYILEHHE HE BEPHYJIO IOJIoC. —
3nech?

— Eie HyHbI cMepTH? — IPOrpoxoTayl MyKUMHA, 3aCTaBssl JEBYLIKY JpOkKaTh OT CTpaxa.
OH ee nyrasn. Ho useTok aaxe Ha 3TO HE pearnupoBa.

— 3auem?

— 3aueM 4T0? 3aUTUI? — C HEJOBOJILCTBOM YTOUHWII MYKUMHA. — Bbljia He mpoTuB?

— 3auem youn?

— Kepr xuB, HO ipuzieT B cedst Heckopo... BeposiTHo, Tenepb OH OyieT Oecrione3eH Kak 000-
pOTEHb. ...

JleByIiIka HEMMOHMUMAIOIIIE MT0XkaJa IIeYaMu, BHOBb Opocasi B3IJIsi Ha Tesio AjaHa. OHa He CIlbl-
maja ero cepaneOreHrs, Ho ToYeMy-To Bepuia cioBaM ciefapa. Ciaegapbl 00naand He TOJBKO
CUJION aJTb(hbl, OHU CUMTAIIMCH JTYYIIMMU BOMHAMH, 0071a/1a51 CIOCOOHOCTBIO BO3JECTBOBATh HA BCEX
00OpOTHEM, YeM ObLITH OTACHBHI.

— Thl... ycbinun ero?

— 4 yHwuTOXWMJ ero 3Beps, — paBHOAYIIHO Opocui AJiekc. MyKuumHa yKasasl KecToM
Ha pyOaInky u rnpukaszan: — [lepeonearics.

[Nonnmasi, 9To 0OOPOTEHDb TpaB, JEBYIIKA CXBaTWIa pyOallKy, MPOMUTAHHYIO 3araxoM 000-
POTHSI, W 3aKpbUIa 1a3a. K ee yxacy oHa pearpoBaja Ha 3arax: rpyab HaOyxjia, BHU3Y KHBOTa
nosiBUJIach TskecTh. OOMM3HYB TyObI, JIopest monpocuia:

— OTBepHUCH.

— W uto s He Buaen? — Hario npousHec Jlepek, ucrenenss okpyribie Oeapa aeByku. Pazo-
PBaHHOE IUIaThe CKOpee JEMOHCTPUPOBAJIO, YEM IPSTAJIO.

— OtBepHuUCh! — oTpedoBaa JeBYIIKa, OIIyIas Jpokb Mo BceMy Teny. Kak Tombko 060po-
TeHb OTBEpHYJICs, JIopes CTSHYyJIa TUIaThe U IPOKAIIMMU pyKaMU IPUHSJIACh 3aCTETMBaTh pyoarlky.
OHa 1oyTH 3aCTEerHyJ1ach, KOIjia ycbllliaia Iary.

K neit HanpaBnsuics [epek.

Pyka nporHyna ot HeoxkugaHHOCTH. MyK4MHA He CTaJl IOKUAATHCS ee MOATBePKACHHs 1 00ep-
HYJICA, TYT XK€ MIOAXBATbIBasA ACBYIIKY Ha PyKH, Y€ro OHa HE OXKJaJia, IMCKHYB, IIbITAACh BHIPBATHCA.

Myx)urHa HUKaK He KOMMEHTHPOBaJI, a OKa3aBIIKCh y 03€pa, BOUIET B BOLY, MOMEHTAIbHO
MOrPykasCh C AEBYLIKOW MO TPYb.

Jlopest cxBaTHiIach 3a KHJIUCTYIO IIel0, TIOKa He TIOHSIA, YTO €€ TyObl B HECKOJIbKUX CAHTUMET-
pax ot ero ry0. [ToHnMasi Bech yXac CUTYyalu1, OHa TOMbITAIACh CIIPHITHYTh, HO XBaTKa MYKUYMHbI
[peBpaTwiIach B KarkaH.

— Otnycru!

— K10 THI?

— Yr0? — XpUILUIO Nepecnpocuiia OHa, HAYMHAs TAHUKOBaTh. Ee pyKu Mpoiokany OTTalKu-
BaTh, HO MY)KYMHA COBEPLLIEHHO HE pearupoBall.

— KT0 THI TaKas1? — XpUILIO MOBTOPUJI OH, MPUOIMKAsCh JIULIOM etie Onmke. Hermo3ponuTenbHO
OJM3KO0, OTYEro cepile AEBYIIKH 3a0UI0Ch TaK CUJIbHO, YTO MPUYHMHSLIO OOJIb.

— YenoBexk... — BbIJaBHJIa OHA, HE B CWJIaX OTBECTU B3IJIAL OT FY6 MYKXYUHBI. CBoe cocTosiHUE
OHAa He MOTJIa OOBSICHUTD, TAKOTO C HEW HE CITy4asioch.

— Her, THI He YenoBeK.

B kakoii-To MOMeHT JieByliike cTajio cTpaiHo. Heyxenu o uyBcTByeT ee Boumily? Ho storo
He MOXeT ObITh! MeTKa MOJTHOCTBIO OIOKUPYET 3araxu.
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— Otnycru. ...

— TBoW 3amax. .. — My)KYMHa BTSHYJI HO3IpsMH Bo3AyX. — Ero Het, HO 51 uyBcTBYI0 cuity. HeBu-
JOMMYIO, TOHKYIO, KaK IIOTOK BeTpa. KTo yromHo, HO Thl HE YesIoBeK.

— T ommbaenbesl. . .

— 4 mory, Ho Mol Boiik HUKOI'TTA.

ITo koxe nomesn Tok. [lyrasck Toro, 4To MOXeT MPOU30MTH, BCIOMUHAS UX MEPBYIO BCTpEUy,
JEBYILKA OTBEPHYJIACh U TIOIPOCUJIA:

— Ornycru-Te. ..

— A ecnu HeT? — JIep3KO 3asBIJI OH, XUIITHO IPUOIMIKas JIUIIO, HE OCTaBJIsAsI IPOCTPAHCTBA.

— Ocrass ee! — npuka3 bpenona 3acraBui B3aporHyTh Jlopelo, Korjaa Kak ciieapa pa3os3ini.
Teno My KUYMHBI IPEBPATUIIOCh B KaMeHb. OH MPHIKaJl JEBYIIKY CUIIbHEE U MEJIEHHO OOEepHYJICS.

— He cmeil MHe ykasbiBaTh! — pblUallliM I'OJIOCOM IPOM3HEC OH, CIBUIAasCh Ha IIar, OTYErO
AEBYIIIKE TPUIIIIOCH CUJIbHEE OOXBATUTh 32 IIIEI0, YTOOBI IOAHSITHCS BHIIIE.

— Jlopes noa Moeit 3aimuTon !

— Tsl MO3BOMIMIT YESIOBEUECKOM CAMKE PacXaKMBATh 0 TEPPUTOPUH OCITBIX BOJIKOB.

— $1 He myman, 4TO OHa OTIpaBUTCS OfiHA. BBl 3aHAT ¢ OTHOM, — BBIAAN BpenoH, 3/15ck Ha To,
YTO BBIHYXKJEH omnpasabiBathcs. U nepen kem? Harnblii cinegap... MykuuHa CIJIOTHYJI U TYT ke
SIPOCTHO 100aBWII: — ThI JIMIIMIT CTaI0 HAYAJIBHUKA OXPaHbl U JOJDKEH 3a 3TO OTBeTUTh. OTerl OyneT
B SIPOCTH.

— 41 pa3z6epych ¢ Dnd6aHOM.

— Iycrtb Tak, HO OHa... — BpeoH ¢ HEKHOCTBIO TIOCMOTPEN Ha UcITyraHHyIo Jlopelo, — o Moei
3aumTou. [lepxuch oT Hee nmojasblIe.

SApoctb, naynas oT 3Beps cliefapa, BOJIHOW PACKMHYJIACh OT MYKYMHBI HA HECKOJILKO METPOB,
nyras aeByniky. OHa 3akpbUia 11a3a, OJIOKMpYsl SMOIMH, He JKesasi MOKa3biBaTh CBOETO COCTOSTHUS,
YTOOBI HE pa300IaYnTh CeOsl.

My>xurHa OcabuiI XBaTKy, YeM BOCIIONb30Baiach Jlopesi, Morpy3uBIIMCh B BOLY, BHIHBIPHYB
JunIb y Kamblireit. OHa BbIIIUIa U cesla Ha OpeBHO, TOHMMast, YTO TaK He MOKET UATU. Py0arika nuria
K TeJly, MOAYepPKUBasi BCE U3TUOBI.

— TBos onexa, — nmpousHec bpenoH, oka3aBIIKCh psOM, IPOTATMBAs AKET, IPU ITOM BCMaT-
puBasch B Jpyryio cropoHy. He xoren ee cMmymars. — § ocraBmo, a Thl MOXEIIb NEPEOAEThCA.
Ecnu He 31ech, To uyTh Jauibliie 1oM Bapuspl.

JleByliKa KMBHY/A, 3Hasl, YTO OH MOYYBCTBYeT *kecT. Cama ke B3sula Bl M HalpaBWIach
10 JOPO’KKe K oMy 3Haxapku. OHa I1j1a 1Mo 3araxy, HaJesich, YT0 OOOPOTHHU pelliat, YT0 OHa IOMHUT
nopory. Bcerga MoxHO cka3aTh, UTO 3HaxXapKa ykaszasa.

OxkazaBlKch y JOMa, OHA 33/1epkKajlach y JBEPH, C KAKOW-TO TPEBOToM Tporasi pyuky, ¥ BOLUIA
BHYTPb.

35



E. Peiin. «IIBerok 31a»

I'maBa 6

Hpoxamumu pykamu Jlopest HatsiruBasa JKUHCH U pyOaiiky. Kak Hu xotena, HO Bee ke Oyaer
XOIOWUTh B 9TOM KpacuBoil opexje. [da, u He Tombko. BpocuB B3MIsAA Ha TEMHO-CHUHIO PYyOallky,
JeBYIIKa TIOKaYasa rojioBoil.

Ona 6bL1a 03agauena. C KaxJpIM OOIIEHHEM CO CJIeJapoM MOBEIeHUE METKH YIUBJISUIO 10 CTe-
MeHU HeBeposTHOCTH. [louemMy IIBETOK HUKaK HE pearnpoBaji, Koraa cieaap npuonusuics? U e
TONBKO. .. Jlepek npukacacs K Hel, uto He Mor [Is1B CoJ. A Belb OHa MUTaja K HEMY TEIUIbe YyB-
CTBa, HO 1IBETOK He IMO3BOJIII JJa’ke HAIeAThCs, 3arpeliasi, HACTPOUBIIMCH Ha YHUUTOXeHHe. V1 BHOBb
BCE MOBTOPUJIOCh. . .

YMy HENOCTUKUMO.

BpenoH. DToT 000poTEeHb BBI3BIBAJ IOBEPHE, HO TOJIBKO Y Hee. L[BeTOK 1 Bosrumiia He TOBepsiIy,
YTO He MOIaBAJIOCh 0O0bsiICHeHU 0. ChIH aJTb(hbl 3200TUIICS O HEll, He TIOOOSIBIIUCH BHICTYITUTH IIPOTHB
crenapa.

['saHyB Ha KOIHY 30JI0TUCTBIX Bosoc, Jlopes mpoBesa JaJoHsSMHU 0 BCel IJIMHE U C Coxkae-
HHEM TOjIyMaJia O TOM, U4TO He MOXeT 3aIliecTu Kocy. Biaxusie. [lepeOpocuB uxX Ha 1iedo, AeByIlKa
npuOIM3MIach K pyodallike cieapa, OCTaBJIeHHOW Ha KPOBATH, U HEOCO3HAHHO MPUTSIHYJA K HOCY,
BIbIXas 3amax.

HeBeposiTHbIil My>KCKOW apoMar 3armojiHuII Jierkue. [leByiiika mpuskanach K CTeHe M CTOsula
C 3aKpHITHIMU IJ1a3aMU, HEe MOHMMAas, yTo ¢ Hell. Ilo Temy pasnmuioch Tersio, U3 KOTOPOro OHa
HE JKeJlaJla BBIILIbIBATD.

CTpaHHBII CKpeXeT MPUBJIEK BHUMAaHUE.

JleByIiKa ocMOTpenach, MelTasich HaiTu npuunHy. Hudero. Ecnu Toneko... OHa crienasna mar
K Y3KOH JBEpH U C yIUBJIEHUEM IOHSIA, YTO OHA 3aKPbITa HA aMOapHbI 3aMOK. A Korjga yxoausa,
€ro He OBLIO.

Hey:xenu npuxonuna 3Haxapka?

Ho 3amnaxa He ObUIO. ..

TouHee, MpUCYTCTBOBAI, CJIa0bI 3arax XJopa, KOTOPbIA Bce MepeOrBall.

«H ecau mam...» — nogymana Jlopes, BcrioMuHasi KpoBaBoe BueHue. [leByika cienana miar
K JIBEpPH U MOTsIHYJIA Ha ceOs1 3aMOK, HO HUYEro He M3MEHUJIOCh.

He nonumas, nouemy, aeBymika ocMoTpenach. Kak e OTKpbITh ABEepb?

[Mocnpimanucs nmocneniHeie maru. B komHary Boien bpenoH. OH JIaCKOBO YABIOHYJICS U TTPO-
TSIHYJI CBOIO PYKY.

— To1 roTOBa?

— la, — orBetuna Jlopes, KuBasi, CTapasicb He 3aMe4aTh €ro pyKy.

— YT0-TO Ccy4usioch? — B3BOJTHOBAHHO Mpou3Hec bpenoH, xkenas MpUTpOHYThCs K BOJIOCAM
neBymiku, Ho Jlopest mocreniHo otornia. Hutu niBetka 3ameBesivch. — Ha tebe miia Her. ...

— Ilpocto 3ta nBeps... — Jlopes mokasana pykod B CTOPOHY KJIadoBKU. — Beixonut, Bapuaa
BO3BpaIlAJIaCh JOMOW?

— Hackosnbko MHE U3BECTHO, OHA yeXalla B COCEIHION JIEPEBHIO.

— J1a? Torna moHSTHO.

— INorigem. Kcratu, noyemy Thl peminiia ciofa IpumMT?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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